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UNITED STLTES OF WMERICL,et al

VS -

LR4KI, Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition Irenslation)

Deponent 3~ Y.NLIOTO Yoshio

Having first duly sworn an ceth as on attached shcel and in
anccordance with the procedure followed in my country 1 hereby depose

as follovwse

Y. IUMOTO, Yoshio uh3, 2-chome Koenji, Suginami~ku,
TokyOe

le Q. What posts did you occuly s ince December 8, 19417

Le I was staff officer of the Fleet in the China Waters Ol
Decomber 8, 1941, On February 5, 1942 I was in the Naval
Goneral Staff and concurrcntly the Nevy Ministry. From
February 12, 1942, 1 was ordered for duty in the Naval Affairs
Bureau and was engaged in studying the reorganization of the
naval systeme On July 14, 1942, I succecded my predccessor
LT L, TO siitane, and assuned the post of Chief of Section
One, Naval Affairs Bureau, and held the said pos?t until July
9, 1945, 4t the time of the wapls end I was Rear Aadmiral of

the Navy.

. an s

2. Q. During the wartime did the Nevy Ministry issue any T -
instructions concerning the handling of the prisoners of war?

e v | Instructions were issued by tclegrams and corres-
pondence with respect to theHamdiing of the prisoners of waT.,
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3, Q. Wherc were these directed to by the Navy Ministry?

Le Hcadquerters of thc Naval Base. Headquarters of Minor Naval'
Station and Headgquartcrs of the Flects.

R 213 & nal telegran were flled
8 ppd 1f they & rwnd 1ot

The origirals we.c 1n the custody of Secction Onc, Naval
Affairs Burcau, Navy Ministry, but they woIC all lost in the
fire in the air reid on May 25, 1945

substance,

'Pioc. (an you recall I g their contents?

1 can recall the following facts fram memory
Orders were
a) 1ssued on December 1941. The supervision of th prisoncrs
N of wer was to be in the hands of the Lrmy, &d the
Navy was to administer them until they were tu.ncd over to
| - s & T 2o
| i .+ Thiswus sct forth in Regulations e«
Pertaining to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, but the order:
been made to call attention to the cxistence thereof «

- . =

Ls prisoners were captured 1in the southern ¢ ombat zone
from January 1942 to Februsry, instruction .. . issued to

WCeIe
transport them tO Japane

4s there were quite a number of deaths among the prisoncrs
of war due to influence ot the Sascho tcmporary prison camp
frcaa December 1942 to the spring of 1943 orders vere issued
to the Sascho Naval Station two or three tines to make an
investigation of the atatc of affairse. Morcover attention
was called respecting the food situation, whieh was reported
as i1aw. were
October 1943 Direction % - ssgucd to transfer to the
Amw‘éconsiderable number of prisoners from SasehoOe

- were
December 194l . instruct ionS 1ssued to make a survey
and report on the condition of the prisoners of war held
outside of Japan. The condition of the rrisoners outside
of Japan was to have been repcricld in ane ordance with the
Regulat ions Pertaining to the Treatment oi ITisoners of
War, but duec tO the difficultics encountered 1in traffic
and communications maly of the repdrts 1id not reach Tokyo
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and caused the office routine in handling them to bog

down. Therefore in order to straighten out the materials

anew instructions were sent out to make a survey. Despite
the foregoing instructions re portsvVdid not arrive,

Still
f) March 1945« If prisoners werc interned by the troops stae

tioned abroad they were instructed to turn them over to the
nearest army units as Quickly as possible.

6¢ Q¢ Do you know where the

Prisoners ecaptured by the Navy were
Placed during the wapr?

4. I understand that the prisoners captured by the Navy werc stae
tioned at Wake island, Rabaul, Ambon, Macassar and Haiphong,
However, most of the Prisonera on Wake island were first sent

Shanghai, in early 1942, and later one portion was
to Japan ang delivered to the Army, and a small

ngage in engineering workss. I also under-

stand that the risoners in Rabaul were sent to Japan and
turned over to the army.

Te Q¢ Do you know

whether there were prisoners held in other area?

4 I do not Know as there were no

reports received from any other
place,

. JTeclieved any reports . those naintained
Ha@ you . 3 that the prisoners in L. area
hatd been mistreated?

H]O& "8 o4

DO. you ¥now that under date of A
Government dispatched a list

island whose whercabouts we re

ugust 21, 1943, the Lmerican
of 40 names of Prisoners on Wake
U.nknowno
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[etter dated October 8, 1943
Memorandum dated December 10, 1943
. " February 14, 194l
Septecmber 25, 194l
November 1, 194l
March 15, 1945
May 15, 1945
July 27, 1945,

4e T recetve PO infoxmiatin conserning such incuiires.
v1d you ever scc
"7, u ™ any other inguies

with regard to the tidings of
the v isoners on Wake island?

I do not recall any inquiries freo any place other than the
reply to +he inquiry from the Japanese Office that there were

a few prisoners remaining on Wake island, which was made by
Wy predeccssor in office in 1942,

Wes thiepe 2 - pe port from Rear Admiral Sakaibara, Coamaander

of the Wake Garrison, about October 1943, with regard to the
Prisoners who remcined on that island?

Report came directly to the Fourth Fleet, but at the same time

telegraphic report came to the Navy Ministry, Naval Gecneral
Staff and the Combined Fleet.

Qe What was their nature of the reguest?

boriberdnent :
de At that time there was a ¢ p: of Wake island by the

american task force. The situzstion was such that with the
continuance of the bombardment the landing of ° Lmerican
troops was eXpected, - in consequence the american prie -

soners of war -~ - * - thereynon started a mass

riot, thereforc they were shot. That was the substanze of the
telegran,

Qe With resnecs t-
Na.vy T-.'Iir:i{ tf’;,! ?

. rCLOT . o T TR
tais,what sort of action wos iaken °» he
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by &hs for the Navy Ministry it was not in a position to take any
direct MAsure 8o no act ion was taken, However, it was Watch-

ing what . action would be taken by the superior offi-
cer, the commander-in-chief of the 4th Fleet,

Where was the headquarters of the 4th Fleet at that time?

Truc,

what was the condition of traffic and cammunications
between Wake, Truc and Tokyo at that time?

There were contacts by wireless, but sea-borne traffic could
not be conducted unless at considerable risk of danger.

Was there any report from the 4th Fleet with respect to the
conduct of the cammanding officer on Wake island later?

There W/.ereno report whatever. ¥From the end of 1943 the South
seas 1slands were being attacked by the émerican air forece and
navy, therfore the 4th Fleet was exposed to severe. desperate

battles.. In view of thy 4 state of affairs it was impos-
sible to press for reports and cause investigations to be made.

'18. Q¢ Was a court-martial set up in the 4th Fleect at that time?

by Yes,, ¢

19« Q. Did the 4th Fleet take any step in putting this case before
the court-martial?

Ly &3 for the Navy blinistry its position remained indefinits

because there was no report. - With the capture of the

various south sea islands one after another, the occupation

of Wake 1sland ecrme imminent and despite the fact that the

cntire garrison was prepared for a mass sclf-destruction,

there was no way in which the combined fleet or the 4th flect coulau
. rescue this garrison unit, - In view of bHese cireuwistance,

OTIRL V'YL tiLewd could not sumon the ccmande-
ing off:zer to the headquarters of the 4th flcct for the

purpose of investigation, or to shift the commander and place
him before & court-nartial for trial, - : ' o

TR .'.J..-.,.
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Def Doc No. 2142
titled "Reply to the matter of the Merchanv. Shin. sunk

>

in the Indian Ocean by the Imperial Japancse Submarines”

addressed to Col. Allen of GHy, was our reply.
ho adninistered the temporary prison camp in Ofuna?
Yokxosuka Naval Station.

who appecinted the superintendan? of the prison camp?

I do not know the details, but I think commanding officer
of the lMinor Naval Station in Yokosuka under tLc jur;sdiow
tion of the Yokosuka Naval Station appointed scm suitablc

subordinate.

Was the appointment of the prison camp guperintendant Tro-

ported TO the Navy wministry?

Such a matter was within the province of the Yokosuka

Navel Station and no report was made to the Navy inlsuiIy-

what sort of a report was made by the Yokosuka Naval
Station?

There was & report on the personnel 1n the prison cdap,
their names, ronks, and other matters designated ic the

Regulations Pertaining to the Hendling of the Prisoner
of war.

Did you ever receive any report th
the Ofuna temporaly prison camp W
the orisoner patients did not re
attention?

S

No. such report ever cale in during my bteonure in pffice.

On this 15 day of august 1947

At Tokyo.

Y\

DepOI‘l ent /b/ Y.rrd."'-.’fi.;'1._. ASNAS .
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I, SOMLY4, Shinji, bhevcedy cert) fy that the above 509
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