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A¥Il, Yzuhi.o, state under oath as follows:

1 was born in 1393. A7 dresent address is o. 51
4-Chome, sLoenji, Sugimami-Xu, Tokvo.

I gradvated from the Lfokyo Imnerial University,

faculty of law, in 1913, and entered the Foresign Office in
1920. Afte I had served as Secretary in the Javanese 3ureau
for the Leazue of Nations in Geneva, Secretary in the Jananese
smbassy in France, Chief of Section in the Foreign Tradec

g

ment of the Foraign VIfficey; Consul General in Fuchow, uukden,
Geneva, etc., I was appointed Councillor of the Jananese srabassy
in 3erlin in Qctober 1933,

2e I remeriber that I arrive~ in Jerlin on 11 November
1933. 1 stayed in Berlin as the vouncillor ef the Embassy
until my devarture froa there in &ayv 1940, for my new Dost as

the Minister in Lgynt, and assisted ambassador Oshima contin-

uously until the end of *ugust 1959 in the negotiations with

)
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the Gernran Government for strenithening the anti-Comintern Pact,
AsS all records of that time have been lost, I cannot tell accu-
rately the contents of telegrams. etec. exXehanged with ¢t he
Foreign Office in Tokyo, but I remember the broad outline of the
matter.

5« When I arrived in 3erlin, ..r. Oshima had already be-
comé ambassador in the lat .er jart of Vctober; official nesotia=
tions for strengthening the Anti-Comintern Pact had been comrens
ced and a tentative German plan had been cabled by Amba€8ador
Oshima to the For~-ign Minister.

According to what I heard from ambassador Oshima the
progress ud to that time was as follows: Vhile dMr. Oshima
was still Milltary Attache, a re uest was received from 3ibh-
bentroo to ascertain the view of the Japanese Armv as to the
1dea of a Jajanese-German mutual assistance treaty. Oshima
sent homg Yajor=-General Kasahara to convey this request to thre

Central Army authorities, “The army brought the matter before

the Five-Ministers Conference at the end of August, and on the

basis of the decision of this Conference, cabled to Oshima that
ajlproval in DJrincinle was glven to the German ides. Shortly
thereafter, najor General nasahira returned to Berlin and re-
poirted to the same effect. Attache Ushima, upon instruction of
the Army, informed Rib-entron of ihis. After Oshima became
“mbassador, Ribbentroo presented officially a German draft Pro=

posal and asked for the official view of the Japanese Governient
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Thereunon Ambassador QOshima sent a telegram to the Foreign iini-
ster and was vaiting for instructions in return.

The above-mentioned decision of the Five-liinister @onference
at the eand of August was also cadled at that tine from the roreign
Minister to the Japanese Embass: in Germany, and I remember reand-
ing that telegram.

A telegram in reply to aAmbassador Oshima's telegram transe-
mitting the German draft Jronosal was received from For2igon
Minister Arita shortly after my arrival in derlin. It said in
effect that this proposal was a canital idea "killing as it will
three birds with one stone", that is to S&y 1t vwould be conducive
Lo the s»eedy settlement of the China Incéident, it would strengthen
Japan's defensive nosition vis-a-vis Soviet tussia and it would
improve our neneral diplomatic vosition,

the cable further stated that concrete nlans vere being
studied by the rovernment which would ble Barlin

-
I

¢clded uoon. We on the spot 50t naturelly the imne
oresslion that the attitude of the control authorities were very
positive in regord to this provosed treaty.

However, shortly thereafter a further telegram was re-
ceilved from the Forecign Minister stating that there seemed to
exist a misunde-standing with res8ncet to the objeetive of the

treaty, namely, as to the question whether countries other than

“oviet Rissia shou'd also be inelude: .1 the object. However,
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4'-. 1

according to what I learned from (Ir, Oshima the decision of the
Five Ministers “Yonference at the end of August, which vas conveved
to him by an army telcegram while he vas still Military Attache,
approved in »>rinciple the German pronosal of a general mutual
assistance treaty without limitings the object, with the explan:-
tion that ©oviet Russia was the »rimary and other countries were
the secondary objects (Maj. General Kasahara confirmed also the
ooint upon his return to Berlin at the end of Sept.) Therefore,
sMr. Oshima requested the Foreigm Minister forthwith by 8 telegramn
to clarify what the latter meant by stating that there was
misunderstaiding. No clear answer was however received. I also
remember in this connection that +th: telegram of the Foreign
Minister transmitting the decision of the Five Ministers Con-
ference at the end of August, which I read as mentioned above,
did not contzin any passage limiting the object, and that I also
g0t the imdression that the Government was zoing to conclude a
treaty of seneral nature.

In this way, no drogress in the negotiations with the German
glde was made untill the arrival of svecial envoy lto as mentioned
bélow,

4. In the meantime, in the middle of December 1933 as

1 remember, Ambassador Oshima u»on r duest of Ribbentron went

to Rome and sav wussolini. Riboatron rcquested namely that,

as Italy, although in »rinciple coscnting to articlpation to

—
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proposed treaty as a result of negotiations with Germany, ncever-
theless made rceservation as to the tine of its concluslon, the
Italian intention be ascertained also by the Jananese side; and
Ambassador JOshima therefore went to Rome after, of course, cabling
the purpose of his trip to the Foreign lilnister and securing the
latter's an»oroval, Ambassador Oshima told me after his return to
Berlin that he ''et Mussolini only once, and that llussolini's
answer was to the effect that he apiroved the purpdosé of the treaty

but could not say anything definite yet as to the time of its con-

clusion.

5 At the bezinning of January 19.:9, there was a cabhinet

change in Jaj’an and the Hiranuma Cabinet vas formed. Shortly
thereafter, a tclegram was rceceived from the Foreign liinister
announc inz that kinistser Jlto and other would be dispatched to
Berlin in order to transmit instructions regarding the vpolicy

the governaecnt that he be informed by telegram of the outline

o
least of thc govermment's decision, but the roply was that, in
view of the nccessity of scecrecy and the difficulty to ex»nlain the
matter by cable, the arrival of the lto mission should be
awaited. The mission consisted besides Minister 1Ito of Coloncl
Tatsuml <diichi, of the army and Rear admiral Abe, Katsuo, of the
navy, and arrived in Berlin at the cnd. of February 1959. As the

instruction brought by them was adiorcssed to both Ambassadors in

Germany and ltaly, Ambassador Shiratori also came to Barlin and
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heard tozether with Ambassador Ushima the explanations by the
envoy. I also attended the confercacee.

The contsmt of the instruction brought Dy the mission was,
as far as 1 Ppmcmbcr, as follows:

AS TOo The treaty itself, it was a draft of a mutual assistance

treaty of general nature without limiting the objective: in the

preamble the »urpose of the trcaty was stated to be the defense

against communistic monace in asia and &Surope. However, by 2
secret mutual understandin:; on a separate papcer Japan antcd to
reserve, although I do not rcmember the text litecrally, that she
would as a mtter of fact render no military assistance in case
countries other than Soveit Russia boecamc involved, and that, in
case 1nquirics werc made b third sowers as to the naturc of the
treaty, explanations should be given that it was. an extention of
the Antli-vomintern pPa~t, thus 1imiting in fact the object of the
treaty to Soviet Russia. Moreover, in the detailed ex>lanation
attached to this draft there was a nassage to the effect +hat
the government felt comnelled to come down to this extent from
its orizinal standonoint, as Gerainv and ltaly had been led to
misunderstand Jaoan's intention.

As mentioned above, Ambassador VYshima had already informed
the German side that Jaoan asoroved the draft treaty of mutual ase
sitance with Soviet Russia as Jrivary, and other powers as secondary

objec*ts; he though it therefore necessary to clear un the question
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of his F28%0n81ibilit- 4in view of the intimation of Tokro that
Germany and Italy haq Deen misled,

exnlanation to t)

and cabled g request fop
e Foreinn “inister

at the outset of SaArch, As

self, Aambassadopr JsShima ang
“hiratopri after deliherate consuttations, dispatched g Celespran
to Tokvo fequesting the government to Feconsider the matter,
The gist of the telegram, as rap A8 1 rememberp. Vas as follovg:
il.Phe Ja nn

understanding to

thepefore, Japan should conclude the treaty fiprst

Jroposed secret understanding,

duty of militarr gg

above mentioned telegram of “amvassador Oshima that no one in
Particular wgs responsible fonr she

wisunderstanding by Ge rmany
and Italy, ambassadop Ushima acrete

d this as Settling the

quesation for the time bein5

he never in connection With this
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matter tendered resignation to the govornment at any oeriod.
Po the olinion exoressed by The tTWO ambassadors there

was a renlv at the end of ilarch. Its gist was to change the

content of th- secret understanding insofar as that althou~h

Janan acknowledced the dnty for military agssistance in rogzard

to countries other than Soviet Rusnsia, she would not be able TO

carry it out effectively for the time ceing, and that Janan
would ox2luin in case of iaguires Dy thlrad powers that the
artual menace to Jadan was the destructilve activities of the
Comintern and, as far as Japan was concerned, she had nothing
other than these in view in concluding tre treaty.

8. Ambassador Oshima transmitted the content of the new
instruction to the German side at the beginning of April and
reopened the negotiations. Germany consented to the Japanese
proposal insofar as the text of the draft treaty itself wa:
concerned, but showed reluctance to accent the secret under-
standine and requested its withdrawal or at least the reduci:
of it to a mere oral understanding, ,statiny that these mtters
should be referred to detailed azrecments to be arranged after
the conclusion of the tr=at~, 3he further insisted that, in
case countrics other than Soviet Russia became the objects,
Janan should at least be reardy to accept the duty of narticil-
pation in the war, although Germany (and 4+taly) did not exnect

mach fror the military assistance by Jajan.,
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The instructions of the Jaj’anese Government showed, as

far as I remember, while insistinz on comnitting the secret

understanding to black and white, certain readiness to con-

cede in substance to the German view; especially, they never
denied the duty of var a2 rticilsation,. Nevertheless, they wanted
to interdret the term of war yarticijration in a much broader
senee than usual, and tried to include in 1t cases which normally
cannot be considered as war »articination. Therefore, 1t was
very difficult for "i1s on the spot to understand them, and
Ambassador Ushima experienced much difficulties in exnlaining
them to the German side. 1In order tTo overcome these difficulties,
I and 3Secretaryv ‘Takeuchi in consultation with Gaus, Chief of the
Treaty Department of the German Foreipn Office, made 1n a7y a
tentative draft as to the content of the secret understanding
adoptinz in -eneral the idea of the Japanese Government. Upon
this basis trhere were several negotiations between Jaosan and
Germany, without arriving at an agreement.

mspecially, as the German Government was onpnosed to the 1l1ldea

of making the secret understanding in writing, the negotiations
were comialetelw deadblocked slince the end of June, and while no
tnstructions were rcceived from J» an, the German-Russian Ion-
Agoression Pact was signed on 25 fugust, whereupon the Jajan-
ese Government broke off the n:zotiations. Before this, the

German-Iltalian 4lliance was conc lhided at the end of May sure-
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prisingly without any previous notice to Japan.
Durin: these negotiations 1t hap sened sometimes that

.mbassador Oshima, in order to fulfill his qduty as the envov

on the spot, prcsented his ovinion to the Foreign Minister,

in accordance vith the Civil Service Discipline Ordinance, dnd,
as a result thereof, original instructions of Tokyo were changed.
However, I do not remember that ambassador Oshima ever rofused
to carry out the instructions, or cxceeded the limit thereoni.
»]1s0, there never has been “he case that ambassador Oshima
tendered resignation, or threatened the Tokyo Government DY
indicatinz his desire to resign.

ns far as 1 remeber, most of the instructions of the
Foreign dinister during the negotiations wes based on the
decisions of the Five linisters Conference. +heir mean-
ing was ver,” ambiguous, making 1% diffic1lt for us on the spot
to understand, and impossible to transmit, them to the e rman
side. <Thercfore, ambassador Oshima, prcsscd as he was by th
necessity of conducting negotiations with Germany, someti ocs
requested fairly strongly the Foreipgn liinister to clarify the
Government 's attitude: he also endecavoured to transmit to 'Tokyo
the true idea of the German Go :rnment. These things might havce
caused Jshima to be cumoured as recalcitrant to his Government,
but the truth is as above described, and I as an official of
the Foreign Oifice could not find, as a matter of fact, any  BUL

oropriety in the conduct of ambassador Oshima.

- 1) =
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Fuarchermore, ambassador VYshima never communicated at

that time directly with the War kinistrv or the hrmy Gencral

Staff in Tokvo,

7+ The conclusion of the German- Russian Non-Aigoression

Pact was a complete surorisec for Japan: there was no previous

hotification before the mtto -

had been decided upon, and we

were at tiic sane tiqe very mucn surprised and angered,

,A -
1A=

sador JUshima, as far as I remember, protecsted orally when

Ribbentroy gave him the first informa

tlon from South Germany

on or about 20 jaugust by telephone, ang rcpeated it when he

saw Ribbentrop in Berlin on 22 .iugust on the latter's wa— o
Moscow,

At the cnd of 4ugust, an instruction was received from

the Forcign Minister ordering

a Jrotest to the German Grverne

ment. .us Ribdbbe

ntrop was not in serlin at that time,

ambassador
Oshima prought a note of protest to hizéacker, the Statc

SOCPCt&PT (ViCG FOPOign MiﬂiSt@P}- HOWGVOP, unon an urszent

v

request of the latter to Posto0onec the handing of the notec in

view of tho very grave dinlomatie position of Germany, Oshima

postponcd the execution o the instruetion until the middle of
September when the Prospecct of the German-Pelish wap beecame

somewhat clear, and hande

ed the note of protest to Weizsacecker.,

on tchis 10 day of Sept., 1347

At Tokyo.
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8115, ilobuhiko herebdy cur cif-r that the above

U

by the Devonent. ¥ho affixed his sianature

wns sworn
rhorato in the prescnce of this witness.
game date

same Place

USHIB., Hobuhiko (scal)

d_—-&-_--‘“—*"-—'

In accordance with my conscilcnce 1 swaar to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

18,1 Uzuhiko (scal)

— -“w—_m —




