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~The Revenge of the Crab upon the Monkey

Crab cut off the Monke
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é. in the eaves, working a large-headed
spear through his hand with a hiss- -'
ing sound, suddenly thrust it at the ,;

. Monkey's cheek and stabbed him! :

: At these repeated ambuscades the '
Monkey was at his wits’ end, and '
holding his head in his hands fled ’
with all speed to the front of the .
house; but here our old friend, the
Stone-mill, was hiding on the top of |
the wall, and as the Monkey came
running out, he jumped upon his

|| head and pinned him down so tight-

: ly that cven such a monkey, as he

~was, could not move! He could only |

e

- lie there groaning in his pain.
| Then the master, Young-Crab,
|| appeared 1n {ront of the Monkey, |

-
- -t

( 42 )

7

words,

The Cancerian-Simian War

flourishing the shears which he |
| had inherited from his Father, and |

mocked at his condition, saying,

Well, mountain monkey! what do

¢ ]
{ yvou think of it now?”

The Monkey gasped out, “Do

vor skt v tnk that 1 am- ... the &

|| murderer....of your....Father?”

“T'hat does not need putting into

1)

said  Young-Crab. “You |

| deliberalely and cruelly murdered my |

Father!”

“No,” said the Monkey, “he only

)

“Do you still dare to say such |

{ a thing? You shall not have the
{ breath to say it with again!!” And |

{ opening wide his shears, Young-

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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{ . Young-Crab, politely begging him to ) - He went to the fire-place and just as |

{ . make himself at home and rest at his || he put his hand to the lid ot the T

~ease for a short time, bowed and with- |}  kettle which hung over 1it, the previ- il

- drew. He waited for what seemed ously mentioned Roast-chestnut, who |

~a very long time but his host did not | had been patiently biding his time n

- return. the hot ashes, burst forth with a loud R

yy &

oht

{i  “I have always heard,” he thought,

report and hit the Monkey 1n the

|| that the tea ceremony was a tedious - neck !

L1 alfair...... it's an awful nuisance to be | Taken by surprise there was not |

anything he could do, and with a |

{| kept waiting like this! If they don’t i} g

give me something to drink very || scream the Monkey fell down; but

AL LD DS AW DI D B 5D DD L L D A B AN

- soon, my throat will be dried up!” being naturally a stubborn sort of |

His throat was really burning, as -. fellow, he was not likely to be much .

4 ' he recovered from the effects of his | affected by a single shot.

' intoxication, and unable to endure 1t Pressing the place and screaming
| | any longer, he thought he would, ‘ (Ol it burns! it burns! the Monkey

contrary to all precedent, help him- |}

rushed from the tea-room, when the |

oy I B e TN Y ST
wid 4 x K £ o

selt to at least a cup of hot water!

3 ] g -". s i ” ;1-1'
Hornet, who had been lying in wait '§ — § 8
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{ OSpeaking as though he were ad- |
| dressing his inferiors, he said, “You ||

should not have troubled!

| hall-door.

Here again a servant appeared and : §

o e ™™ M'ﬁﬁ*w‘_fﬁh_ﬁ :

Much -
§ obliged! Much obliged!” Then with |}

t  haughty demeanour he strutted to the |}

| directly he saw the Monkey invited |

him to come in, and bowing slightly, |

honour. @

The Monkey having assumed the |

: a short time, and then Mr. Young- ¥

| Crab, the master of the house, ap- |}

{ led the way from the corridor to the b
{ guest-room and gave him the seat |}

{ which had been prepared in his '}

y
N4

{ seat to which he was led, rested for '}

i

¢ peared and saluted him with due |}

- Crab,” said the Monkey:.
recent sad occurrence 1s 1ndeed a ]

very terrible affair.

The Cancerian-Simian War

. politeness.

“I presume you are Mr. Young- ||

-

expressions of condolence.

& Thls !

You have my ¢
sympathy!” And putting on a con- |}

sequential air he continued to offer |

In the mean time preparations hav- ||

- gorged himmself without realising 1t.
‘Mhen he was conducted to the .
tea-room at the back of the house |

|| that he might be served with tea

g been made to offer him tood and
i wine, the Monkey was uncommonly |
pleased and heedlessly yielding to the ||

|| urgent 1nvitations of his host he i§

i from the water boiled there, and
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| friends from childhood, and it is just ||

. f cicht years ago that he and I went
“ out for a day's pleasure together by
| the riverside and we made an ex-
' change of a ball of rice which he had
picked up and of a persimmon seed
which 1 had. In all probablity the '
persimmon tree which vou speak of

{ has grown from that very seed! As i}

{ you see, | am personally concerned in
{ this matter, and I am more than
( orieved for you all!!”

And then the Monkey hited up

{ | his voice in pretended great lamenta- |

{ | tion, his false tears raining down in
§ ]zll‘g‘e dr‘OpS!

The Crab’s messenger, seeing this,

{ | thought to himself, “ Whereabouts |

(.34 )

P.

The Cancerian-Simian War

did he press to produce such a
sound? Wait a little! he will shed .
a real tears before long!!” but he did |}
1 not betray his teelings, he retained
his polite attitude and said, “Your Q-
" oriet 1s most reasonable, and it will,
I am sure, rejoice IFather Crab in .l
his grave. But will you not consent ~'
to the request which has now been {':

' brought to you?"

“Of course I will consent,” said |}

‘. the Monkey. “ Not knowing any- "
thing ot what had happened, 1 have -'
not yet been to offer my sympathy, '

j:; and as 1 wish to apologise for that,  5

‘-; I will take this opportunity and go :

-. without turther delay.” '

1hen, having dismissed the mes- i|

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

M S - ' -
— —— A — — o . — T — — - a R
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it would have been as well if he |
1 had paid a visit of consolation at the |

time and carefully assumed complete

1ignorance of the facts.

However, one day a messenger |}

came to him from the Crab's place.

~ Before ascertaining his business he |
| first conducted him to the guest- .
é'room, and on enquiring what the
message was, the messenger said very 1
politely that. “a few days ago the ..
 Father Crab had thought he would .
f like some persimmons, and 1f he had
waited for them it would have been :
l all right, but he climbed the tree him-
self, and not being used to 1t, and as
| might have been expected, he had sud- 3
' denly lost his footing and fallen down :

e e g e B v 3 DL R L LS e f b A ol ettt et e Bele bt B R R LR & BT A f
¥
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- head foremost, and 1n that way had .\
died on the spot. lheretore his "'
young master had directed him to
say that, as the persimmon tree 1n

their garden was of no use to them, 4
they hoped the Monkey would ac- -

cept it as a legacy, and that he had

come to mvite him to go see it."

The Monkey on hearing this pre-
' tended to be greatly surprised and :
said, “ What 1s that?” Do you mean
to say that Mr. Crab has fallen from .:
the persimmon tree in  his garden, "f
and i1s dead! Dear me! Dear me! :
[ can hardly believe 1it!! This 1s ._
the first I have heard of it! It is

indeed a shocking affair! To tell the |

truth, Mr. Crab and 1 have been ;'
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i However, being the presumptuous ' |
tellow he was, he began to reflect "
b that, “Perhaps, after all, T was un- ?
| necessarily anxious. When [ killed
the Crab, there was not a single
creature near, and as I took care _
to see that he was quite dead, no ‘
one else can possibly know that I
' did 1t ' And 1if no one knows, -

there 1s no necessity whatever for :

)
Aw

{ me to be anxious or afraid

1 hus arguing to suit his own con- ,
venience, he went one day cautiously ;?

. into the neighbourhood of the Crab’s
dwelling, and while pretending to
pay no particular attention to his

_ surroundings, he carefully investi- : }

- gated the condition of things. Fvery-

- : ]
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thing seemed to be just as he had |
imagined ;—the crabs certainly did
not bear any ill-will towards the .
Monkey; they supposed that the "
father Crab, wishing to get some |
persimmons himself, had climbed the '5'
tree in spite of great difficulties, but
that the weight of his shell had made |
~him slip, and that he had fallen down
{ head foremost, when the half-ripe per-
simmons fell in a shower and struck
him, thereby causing his death ; there- - |
fore, his household were all resigned ,'
to the fact and bore no resentment
{ towards anybody. .
The Monkey experienced great
' relief and indulged 1n all manner of '

~ pleasant reflections, thinking too, that |}
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~“in the multitude of counsellors there

)

heads together and entered earnestly |
; into consultation.
While talking quietly there, 1t :
seems they entirely settled all their _
arrangements, for presently the Stone- ‘
| mill said, “Now whatever happens,
;’ don't let there be any blundering!”
{  «Trust us for that!” replied the
‘, other two; and they separated for '
that day in the gayest spirits. But
+ the Stone-mill, who had been a very
great, friend of the dead Crab’s, re-
turned with his son to the house and
, assisted him 1n disposing of the
; corpse 1n a decent manner, and 1n '

{ carefully carrying out the funeral

these three put their |}

The Cancerian-Simian War
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. arrangements. _
1o change the subject:—the Mon- 3
key, though he had lawlessly killed :
- the Crab and confhscated the whole ‘
| of the sweet persimmons, and was
very pleased with himself, never-
theless knew quite well all the time
j that he had been very wicked, and
j thought 1t probable that everybody -';
' connected with the Crab's house- s
hold bore him 1ll-will. .
Moreover, when he reflected that
perhaps they would 1ssue forth intent
upon executing revenge, he felt very
uneasy indeed, and tor the time
being, shrank into himselt and re-

| mained concealed in his house, weari- |

ly watching the days go by:.
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times. And if what you say is true,

I will join you, and T will certainly
pierce him with the spear of my

hatred!”  And as they all thus
cheerfully assumed responsibility, the
Stone-mill was very delighted.

“l have a plan in

my head,” said he,

“but I wonder how

n.” $ - L
. s W % pent W W
I A W
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it would
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answer!”
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“Pray let us hear it!” cried the
Roast-chestnut and the Hornet, both

speaking together.

“I"'hen

nearer, said the

COLRC

'.liﬁ-lliI-Id---1-‘---t-un-n-_-qt---u-'---‘--.-.--.-‘-1-1

Stone-mill, “come

And as

nearer!”
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{ dear friend of mine.

- young Mr.
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When the Roast-chestnut and the |
Hornet, in response to the Stone- ‘-
mill's message, came to see what he
wanted, he said to them, “I must
: apologise for troubling you to come
: here to-day, but there 1s something “
about which I wish to consult you. 5
It is in connection with Mr.  Crab

| (the Iather of this young gentleman

e e £

- whom you see here) who was a very

Monkey, for such and such reasons, |
|| has killed him! and I should like to

- find some way in which to help this |

Crab to avenge him.

~ And therefore, my friends, as I want
~to implore your help 1n this matter I |

- purposely asked you to come here.
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- Will you not lend me a helping hand
| to kill this rascally Monkey?” :
~ The Roastchestnut on hearing i
this, drew nearer, and said, “Your |
.. story leads me to conclude that the |
cause of the quarrel was the fruit of |
the persimmon, one of our genus. In | .
that case, 1t 1s a right and proper "
thing that I, one of the fruit-family,
should support Mr. Crab, as an apolo- ,
oy is due to him from our clan. If ]
there 1s anything in my power to do,
;'* pray command me!" .
 The Hornet on hearing this prom- '
1sing reply felt that he could do no
Jess, and said, “I have always thought
{ that Monkey was an uncivil fellow ;

{ he has destroyed my house many |
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when suddenly he remembered his |
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~Father’s old and intimate friend, the §
Stone-mill. Now this Stone-mill was 3
! for merly a partner in the stone wall |

1n which his Father had lived. Later

Stone-mill was exceedingly sympa- fﬁ
thetic. ‘
 “This is indeed a shocking affair!” |
he said, “and no doubt you feel it .j

| terribly, but don’t you be in the least

2. on he had been discovered by a | bit anxious about your Iather be- .'- 's ;:
"'. human being and now was promoted . ing properly avenged. I will attend ‘-'::i}}"i ,*
into being a Stone-mill. He was by '- to that!” And he comforted him |
{ nature very faithful, and as he never in every way he could. But think- - h

; fatled to carry out anything he un- | ing that after all, the enemy was "

{ dertook for others, the young crab the Monkey whom he could not .

thought that if "he were earnestly ' attack lightly, the Stone-mill sent | f
| appealed to he would probably sup- ; a messenger to his old friends, the '.

" port him.  And he hurried off at  Roast-chestnut and the Hornet to -

once to the Stone-mill’'s house. ask them both to come and see him. | 4

| When he saw the Stone-mill and _, g e RS IR < Musketry In- |

{ with tears told him of the murder ., { structor and the latter a Master of i

of his Father by the Monke}, the "' the Lance.
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the least doubt about 1it! If he wished

to have some persimmons, he had

only to give his reasons for wishing
for them and my FFather was not the
person to refuse to share them!— But
to kill him in that brutal tashion!!—
Confound that Monkey! But I'l
soon make him sorry for it!” And
the Young Crab gnashed his teeth
with 1mpatience.
But when

he thought 1t

over again,
the enemy
certainly

was 4darn

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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experienced and terrible animal who
had killed even his Father without

any difficulty. How then could he,

with his childish strength, oppose him?

This thou

oht so depressed this
brave young crab

2 that for a time he

was  quite

bewildered,

SeESseadmSsaiaviesnblbaibsie

| -'{“'31“.
Y |

;

L
J:JT
i

g




IR T T e g i S e __.____'_m-"_—“—-—-—- S ---'---.--_..-_.u‘l

e d——— R e = T g — —" — " T —" T e P e ——. i

T B W T e e e S, i . T CSIrtell W e . Sl m—— g oo v T g ——

. R e ———. e -

o N i o N ol =

e T -
il g " el T g i e -

RS E S e s s e aE o= e
.....................
--------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------

The Revenge of the Crab upon the Monkey

The Cancerian-Simian War

~ There was nothing left to be done ! { mons that his Father's shell had : 7'; |
5 but to avenge his Father by killing . been njured and broken to pieces— 5 z'
: his enemy. But who and where was : Presently the young crab slapped " ' 4,
the rascal who had done this foul his knee, exclaiming “I have it! The ' t
deed ? : j; deed was done by that rascally Mon- r | f‘
“Surely,” he thought, “there must ‘ key! there 1s no doubt at all about it! ; * ;
be a clue of some kind!!” ' I remember hearing my Father tell ; ol |
| And while pursuing his investiga- i frequently, how that long ago when he _
" tions on the spot in search of a clue, ;3 was out for a day’s pleasure with the
-' it occurred to him that until the { Monkey at some riverside place, he -
- previous day there had been a good ' recetved a persimmon seed from the
j number of periectly ripe persimmons, ? L; Monkey, i exchange for a ball of
but that now there was not one rice, and planted it here. - Well now. '
left on the tree: there were only '. because the Monkey again wants to .
green, astringent persimmons scat-  } have some persimmons, he violently
tered round about 1it. kills my Father! and takes away i
; It looked as though, perhaps, it ' all the sweet fruit, leaving only the
-~ was with those hard green persim- | astringent ones behind! There is not .1
e e AT R e N R e T R e A et SO0 SR SR e A GO 1 :
. . Meisctor SRR e ,_ 19") ' I
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he cried to
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{ fell over, and as he fell there came
another blow!
 «It hurts! it hurts!” called the |
' Crab, “what are you doing?”
 “You want to know what I am
‘ doing? Well, these persimmons all
belong to me, every one of them!
and you had better die without any
grumbling! So there!” '
| "The Monkey being, as there 1s '.
, no doubt, a very violent fellow, he ‘
pelted the Crab with green persim- ‘
mons like a shower ot hail, till he
f saw without any pity, the Crab's ~
-" shell entirely crushed, and the Crab .

§ himself, to be barely alive. Then |

* bl()\\ on the top of his head. Unable

to bear the pain, he cried out and

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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he hurriedly gathered every one of
the sweet persimmons left on the | |
tree, and carrying them wunder his
arm fed to his own house.
' However, the Crab had a son.
It so happened that on this day he
-'f had gone with some crab-friends to
'~ amuse themselves on the edge of a '
{ distant swamp, but returning after a
; while, he was astonished to find his '
Irather lying on the ground under .
~' the persimmon tree 1n the garden,
with his shell and claws crushed to
fragments and altogether in a con-
dition too dreadful to look at, and '
absolutely dead!! |

The young crab was overcome ||

|| with grief and taking his Father’s

L ]
e :




R . Sl - ——

e T T T | . e T T —— - —— e - = —r

% -—r.""i-d‘"_“-'ﬁﬁ- '_“H-hﬂ-,ﬂ-f‘“‘-h-‘ﬁ"ﬂ-_"r"‘h ’ - i, T -\._.‘__.a'-‘-\.,‘_‘_

The Revenge of the Crab upon the Monkey

“ All nght, I'm not forggetting!”

said the Monkey, and forthwith
he completed his preparations and
chimbed easily’ up the tree, and im-
mediately plucked off a persimmon
and began to crunch it up. “Ah!”
he cried, “this 1s excellent! it's as

|| sweet'as 1t can be!”

The Crab waiting anxiously below

called out, “I say! isn’t it rather bad
| manners for you to begin to eat by
- yourselt before I do?”

“What's the matter?” said the

Monkey, “I am only trying them

for you.”

“But you are at it again! Don't

~eat 1n that greedy fashion all by your-

| self, throw some down here too!”

----------------------------------------
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“All nght, I'll throw some now!”
{ and the Monkey picked one and
threw it. The Crab rushed to pick |
1t up and taking a mouthful received |
a shock! for his mouth and lips were |
almost benumbed by the astringency
of the persimmon.
bit < Oh, 1 say, this thing’s astringent!”
he shouted, “please send me quite a |
sweet one!” '

“Is 1t? How’s this one?”

“Bah! this 1s just as bad!”

; “I declare you grumble at cvery-
| thing!” said the Monkey. “Well
then, try this one,” and exerting all '.'
{ his strength, he threw down an abso-
lutely green persimmon as hard as a '

{ stone. It struck the Crab a terrible §
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Monkey, “isn’t it just as I told you

.; it would be? And it has a lot of
i fruit too, I expect?” ' 4

“Fruit! I should think so indeed!

{ 1t 1s simply laden with fruit! And, I
{ say, Mr. Monkey, just listen to me
i for a moment! I am awfully put

about! for although I have such a lot

&5

i of legs I am not very expert at climh- 3
:' ing trees, and I cannot get at those |
| special persimmons! It will be a
great bother for you, but won't you
' just come over to my place and get
them for me? [ will give you a few
' for yourself by way of thanks for your
~ trouble.” |
 “That,” said the Monkey, “is a

| very easy thing to do! Why should

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ﬁ"mﬂ R e BT N N, LT, £

aveseEEeasSaseess SN,

---------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------

The Cancerian-Simian War

" il S
- wum‘#ﬁqmwwwww
1

thanks be mentioned between such |

intimate friends? I will come at once .

and get them for you.” And with this & ‘
ready assurance from the Monkey = " .
they set out together for the Crab's " h {
House = |
On arriving there, he saw for him- " “-'1"5‘1'}?';“;;
self what he had already heard, that _ 1
the persimmon had indeed become a Bl
tree to gaze at with admiration for its '} b i
size, and was laden with crimson fruit
in great luxriance.
“What splendid fruit it has!”—
said the Monkey, “and it's a very I'
good kind of persimmon too!” 1 ;

“We can dispense with all that |
{ just now,” exclaimed the Crab, “ make |

haste up please, and pick some!” 1 i

T b alaty e T T RIS
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- simmons, growing in bell-like clus- §

ters, just as the Monkey had said it

would.

The Crab was in ecstacies! Wish- |

{ 1ng to eat some of the persimmons at  }

, 55

{ | once, he tried with all his might to

- reach them from below, but being

as 1t 1s unnecessary .to point out, of
low stature, the claws with which
he was provided by nature, did not
‘ answer the purpose. And also as
it was his custom to move sideways,

1t seemed very doubtful whether he

{ could climb the tree to gather any.

At last, being in much doubt and
{ | perplexity, he folded his arms and
- gave a short time to consideration of |

|| the situation, and eventually came to

DT~

#

2

>
 the conclusion, that, as his own re- |
sources were 1nsufficient, the very |
best thing to do, was to ask his friend
the Monkey to pick the persimmons

for him;, and forthwith he went to |

call on the Monkey.

“Are you at home, Mr. Monkey?"
he called at the front door. And
the monkey's voice answered from '
within, “Oh! can 1t be you, Mr.

Crab! what a very long time it 1s |}

since we last met!”

“It 1s indeed,” said the Crab, “and
in that long time of separation the |
persimmon seed for which 1 once |

made an exchange with you has be- }

come a very fine tree.”

“Now, look at that!” rephed the "
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simple-minded Crab, wha replied |
| ouilelessly, “All right, in that case, I
f will sow 1t myself and see.”
i s ery well, then, said the monkey,
“we will exchange.” Having thus

' successfully deceived the Crab, he '
| took the ball of rice in his hand, and

hurriedly eat it up before the Crab
‘f could change his mind, and giving ..
' the persimmon seed to the Crab as

| though he regretted parting with 1it,

they separated for that day.

The Crab returned to his home |

carrying the persimmon seed with

.: éhhim, and 1mmediately, according to
the Monkey’s directions, planted 1t
3; in his garden. In a httle while 1t
{ sprouted, and from two leaves came _.

1
T il T
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.- four; and from five inches 1t grew
', to a foot; and as the days went :

by it increased and flourished. The '}

Crab was delighted and thought the

tree was indeed an interesting thing;
and féund his only joy in hoping 1t
| would speedily grow large and bear |
' a great deal of fruit.
.  There is a saying, that peach trees
| and chestnut trees bear fruit in three 5
' years, but that persimmon trees need
.- eight years; and 1t was exactly 1n the '
eichth autumn from the time that "
‘ the seed no bigger than the top of
your finger was planted, that 1t had | .
become not only a large tree to ‘

| gaze upon, but was also covered ;

| with most enticing looking red per- |
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The Revenge of the Crab upon the Monkey
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it myself, but because I want to shew

you for once in your life, a whole lot

{ of persimmons growing, I suggoested

we should exchange! However if
you don't like it, I won't persuade
you against your will, T will just take
it home and plant it myself.  But

in that case, please remember that

—
—
. ——————— = — —
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L will not give you one! "

With this clever =~

i speech he imposed

upon the naturally
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The Revenge of the Crab upon the Monkey

the seed only was not of much use, '}
while, on the contrary, the ball of ‘«
rice was eatable at once! hence, the |

Monkey was so envious he did not

know how to bear himself

T'hen he considered how he could |
possess himself of the ball“of rice, |
and purposely looking very serious, |
he said, “I say, Mr. Crab, would you i §

not hke to exchange that ball of rice i

for this persimmon seed?”

I'he Crab shaking his head said, i}

“l shouldn’t like it at all,—yours 1s

e gt e b - = i
- — - S - — e e '?’waww.w-‘v-"t*' —— “‘WH’W’WWH V-\v‘ : ;
T e | !

have found!” and then the Monkey -
said, “And look what I have picked

up too!” and shewed him the persim-
mon seed, but though he liked per- '

simmons  better than anything else, |

‘ -------------------------------------------------------------------- o O E S E SRR R RS RS S EEEE RS E A EFEErEE P  ARFFYER e FEFaFPE T EaE : f
] s y
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The Cancerian-Simian War
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such a very little thing,

for me to exchange such a big thing ||

as my ball of rice for your seed would _

be a decided loss to me.”

“What you say 1s very true, Mr.
Crab,” replied the monkey, “but .,
though the ball of rice is much big- }
ger than the persimmon seed, and #
also you can eat it at once, yet when
you have eaten 1t, that is the end! :
there is no further pleasure to be |
oot out of it! This persimmon seed, ’5
on the contrary, you cannot eat at ..
once, but if, instead, you put it nto "
the ground, 1t will soon become a
large tree and you will have as
~many sweet persimmons to eat as
you please. Really, I preter to keep ff"
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1s 1t not? and }
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{ CANCERIAN-SIMIAN WAR.

The Revenge of the Crab

upon the Monkey.
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certain place, a Monkey and

{9 a(Lrah, _

' One day these.two went out to-
“; oether to enjoy themselves, and by-
{ and-bye on the bank of a river the

Monkey picked up the seed of a
{ persimmon, and the Crab found a
{ Dall of rice.

|| The Crab was the first to exclaim

—“Oh! look what a nice thing I
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