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1. GENERAL

USS SANGAMON (¢) Report No. 43
2 10 N |ong 2126 32 E

(a) Unit Reporting _ VFe33 | (b) Based on or at _
(d) Take off: Date /1 April 1945 Tima (LZT) 1725(1) (Zone): Lat.

(e) Mission Lhtruder Airfields, TSHIGAKI JINA (8 Tiine of Batuen RYE2SLL Y o)
Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT. )
NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON TACI)(FIPG ESE&?T/% AT{FP'?FE:GKEI_‘NG BgmiﬁEgNPPETROF;Ei[L%ES FUZE, SETTING
(a) (b) (¢c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
| 1 500 Ge Pe %OS% g\dvl\ﬂ 103 A2 inst,
L .- -t 3 al M 0
FOF=5N | 2 2 3 2 6 A.R. ="5 head Teil AN M 10042 .1

I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.
TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

T(Yap)E 154'8 NO El‘saﬁxGlNG Tme LOCA{F?C))N OF BOMBS, TORP(EBOES CARRIED; CAMOUF(LQAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARKING

_ - | (I)_Z m;leswﬁes?m d B _Grey

7Zeke -, - 1845 2o (O HEGINA Field None Meat balls,

| 1) [over NAGUAR Grey
| "/}EKG 1 1 o 1912 ‘zoxe) WAN None meat balls.

S—E-LQT geﬂv (1) Qver ISILIG.‘\SKI a
1 0 1845 zove | town None Grey

Land on ISHIGAKT JIMA Airfield or gttack our intruder.,

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)

Did Any Part of

(1) Encounter( Occur in Clouds? Yes |f so, Describe Clouds. __Scattere ] £ 2500~ O
(YES OR NOQO) (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

Time of Day and Brilliance 5 fhey o4
. (A £J
(l) Of Sun 2 Moon L&I&%%ERIGH;E&%VERCAST' ETC.) (k) V|S|blllty (MILES)

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only).
(@) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: - ] (c) DAﬁA
EN_EMYP A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER | Guns useD - WHERE HIT, ANGLE cmm%g
_Zeke |F6F=5N| VF=33 Lte.Charles 5, PAUL 6 X +50 |cockpit & mid fuseldgge
: . 2:30 above Probable
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REPORT No. _LI'B_ ¥
V1. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in 1l only).

(a) (b) (c) b - (d) _'l - (e) "
| ; CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C, WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List armor, | EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,
'YPEOWN A/C | SQUADRON TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE self-sealing tanks, equipment hit) l (Give Bureau serial number of planes destroyed)
F6F-5N |VF=33 | AA . |starboard wing unden Wing change - New Radar
- | Bnemy AfC ~~ |starboard wing -4 | Radome, e tliidis
8- 4 - 1 BRPPIEr Urash. . ... nigh . e e e
4
e e s ﬂ|, R s - = - ot - I — W~ 2 o o o,
- & TR .- e WU RS TR SN SR S —t T . e aa
S I . o o i i . » i y
7 ey ) : ~ " .
8 i I B
-9 TS L i :
10 LS S IR . 4
11 A
12 o N L =
13 - 4
14 a I e
VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identity with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left). )
> (a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO | SQUADRON NAME RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
None | e ~
a kY
_____ s sy T U TINs| | IE de
_ VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES_BE'[_URN|NG . __ .
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV FUEL AV FUEL 1 NO OF PLANES
A/C OUT RETURN IN AIR L OADED CONSUMED 30 | 50 20MM MM RETURNING

F6F=5N | 135 140 L | LOQ 360 | = 3388rdd - - | -

———— ——— —— = e

—
— - = m— p—
‘ i —— e — = — e ————— e ————————————

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).

CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over _ ; B .
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-5Umm B A | bl e e e 2o B
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6 5mm-13 2mm A -

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED, CLIMB,

at various altitudes

F6F=51 was able to close on Zeke at all times without use of
water injection and carring 6 rockéts, belly tank, and 1 500

TURNS G, P« NoO other companion noted. Zeke escaped by use of cloud
DIVES cover and fact F6F=5N pilot knew of other enemy A/C in air and
CEILINGS did not desire to leave his disabled wingman unprotected.

RANGE

PROTECTION

ARMAMENT
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filled out)
’ NN YA ”Cj‘_\r S P ;}H;W
(OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) @@U\JUBLI?L B0 A il:‘
\1#3 L\
RL..LSJ\’" No _ _ LN

Xl. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
(a) Target(s) and location(s) _ Alrfields Ii JHIG"‘I\IJR"* (b) Time Over Target(s) 18 30 (I) (Zone)

(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)

) Clouds Over Targetocattered cumulo stratus 2500 to 4000 ft .4 cover

S (BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER) T B R S S

4
(d) Visibility of Target " Clear I L I LS, § - J" 1 o 1) . S
k t & (CLEAR. HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS. ETC. ) . (MILES)
Hocke ;
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type _ Dive e BOMD Sight WUsed MK & night recticle
i s . . {LEVEL. GLIDE OR Di‘vE‘i {TYXME)
Rockets fired 6 Slant rance 1500 vds
Bombs Dropped perRun_ L Spacing— O Altitude of | Bomb Release 3000 1
(NUMBER) (FEET) (FEETJ
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyedl=ZeKe  Probably DestroyedNOnE Damaged_None
(h) = . }{ ) NO A CATfAfkle ____-_________r e A S om e WAV
_oawncromt | ORI ON Frsounoron | exPRbe TR AIMING it | A ETRn | el Geshored of o)
L 18 x L2 Eﬂﬁﬁih—#ﬂ | hany
o Truck B feet | VFR=33 strafed  |hits serious
2 URGTNA LO00 x |1 F6F=5N__| 1 500 G. P 0
Airfield = mat [ LO0Q ft | VF=33 | 6 A. Ra |6 | NYNone
3 Zeke 1 FQF"E’ET “
- N V=373 strafed Many | destroyve
4 ISHIGAKI 2900 X 1 Fé F=5N 11 500 Ge. P. 0 None
Alrfield Area | 300 feet | VF=33 e e he el s N o
5 T
. Pt B b N A ) - — ]
N o S - " I ] T1' R e e e B S = pagime i e e e
7
R R N pnce e g o

——

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view cor both as appropriate, showing type and location
| C , 9 ; ® , J

of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above Use additional sheets if necessary).

i Toving truck on road between LSHIGAKI Town and HIRAYH Town just outside
HIRAYR, Riddled by strafing, stopped moving, not seen to have burned
however,

2e S1X rocket hits = bomb fell short. Rzsults onobserved - could not do
much damage to mat.

3e FPlane taxing along northern edge of HEGINA Airfield mat toward East
corner, AS Ises ult of strafing burst into flames and left burning,

(p) Were Photographs Taken?___NO Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
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X1I. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action quy and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY
OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition
Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Dece
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses

ntion

Offensive Tactics, Own

= > ) Enemy
Defensive T ac [1CS, Own

s N Enemy

Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics

Fighter Direction

Use of Radar

Night Fighting
R{?rﬁ‘othom, Aircraft

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
_ Pull-Qut
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tacti
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Naviqation

Homing

Rendezyvous

Recogn tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

following appl
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cable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

an _mtruuer‘-“’

mission of ISHIGAKI JIMA consisting

ion of nlght T Lt. PAUL and lnsign
after stt‘aflng‘ a truck le of HIRAY.,
three Jap planes between tnemn. BIGGART recovere
rafing run at 3000 feet just off the coa st Last
e saw a grey single engine plane that appearcd
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the closest 4eke ;uuu...;u"i:—:; atoention was momenta: \ e
to PAUL Tlying close 1O I'Wir?‘*i and sight was logst of a 11:_1 ne
he was after. BIGGART then climbed above the cloud cover
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8 ver. Alth.ough, PalUl had oeen unsuccessful in
jettisonins his bomb load and was still carrylng nis rocgict
the F67=51 was able to close fast., AS T i:a c Jap uouged ong
the clouds PAUL was skeptical of following him for fear oOF
a trap as he knew more than one enemy Ifighter was 1n tThe
area. JSinnally, about matiress, as PAUL was about to getl 1ir
range, bthe seke pulled up into a lelt wihg Over losl
altltude ¢ he completed the maneuver and heaaQil pack
toward PAUL and to FAUL's left. FAUL chopped his throt.le
back and turned in the Zéke, getilny a full deflection
shot . Apeninz fire at about 80u fe.t at § o'clock abov
nits were obtained in the cock pit and fuselage. '‘he dJap
dove into a large cloud smoKk1ll Al PAUL followed but lost

® e % - -
10 tne Loudad.,

TG AT and PAUL joined up after this incounter
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