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U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVAY
(PACIFIC)
A0 234
C/O POSTMASTHR, Sal FRANCISCO

IWTERROGATICS 10: 213 PLACE: Kawasaki
DaTE ¢ 1 November 1945
TIME : 1030 - 1230

Division of Origin: C E C

SUEJECT: Structural Steel

Personnel interrogated and baclzground of each:
Dr SASABZ, Manager of KAWASAKI Plant

Where interviewed: NIPEOX KOKAN KK, (Japan Steel Tube Co., Ltd,)
KAVASAKT Plant

Interrogator: Capt Rosenblatt and Lt Call
Intﬁrpreter: Lt (jg) Holmes

Allied Officers Present: llone

SUMMARY ¢

Interview with manager of KAWASAKI Plant of Japan Steel Tube
Company.

Statistics on nroduction or the 20 Plants belonging to the
Comnany are arranged for,

Interrogation on oroduction, capacity, raw materials, value
of Control Association.

DISTRIBUTION: All Divisions.
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Interrogation Lo ' (conttd) '

Sae..

I i TS BRO0OG AT L U &

Arrangemcents were made for early comnilation of commlete statil tics

on NIP-Oi KOXAN (total for all nlants) production of structural stecl, in-

cluding ¢anacity, nlanned and actual production, government demand, and

allocaion to various users, such as Army, Navy, civilean, ctc.

The KaWaSaAKI Plant itself represents 70% of the commany's productive

canacity. The company is a whole represents 30% of the steel industry

in Japan, Japan Iron accounting for 60%, and miscellanecous comnanies

t-king up the remaining 10%,

A

Sicenificant nortions of the intervicw follow:

Why dié the government demand for your nroducts steadil decline, a
though the nced for st:cl became more and wmore acuter

We had to get our raw materials (Coal, ore, ete) through the covern—
ment, not on the opern market, The government had increasing difficul-
ty in zetting coal (particularly North China coking coal), and as

the quantity and quality of thc coal declined, the government realized
that it could not exenmect as rmuch stecl as was necded, and scaled

down its requiremcnts accordingly.

Couldn't you mix N, China coal and Japanese coalt
We tried 1it, but it was not successful for coking,

The government demend an: your procuction of structural steecl rose

sharply bectween 1940 an” 1944, he proiuction in 1940 was 5,000 M,
tons, and that in 1944 was 12,000 M, tons, What isthe reasont

This was a rcsult of the exnanding aircraft program: structural stoel
was used in airplane fuselages.

Wh7 did your mroduction of stcel ingots drop from 478,000 M, tons in
1940 to 190,000 M, tons in 19447

Lack of pis iron forced us to shut down some of our furnaces.
At wh=t nercent (%) of capacity did you operate?

At from 1/3 to 1/2 of cavacity. Canacity remaincd constant, since we
had no difficulty in maintaining and reolacing equi 'ment.

Was the Stecl Control Association any help in getting raw materials
ete.?

Nonc at all., The Control Association was some heln in getting food and
clothine for our laborers, who were short of both, but beyond this, thev
could do nothing,

2l3-2




