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INTERROGATION NO. . _ 516 . PLLOE{ 'TOKYO.
| et o'y W g DATE.;' 20, Novembsr 1945,

Division of Origin: Militery fadlanis, Ground Brénch.
Subjects Invasion of Java by 16th Army.

-'Pereonnel.interrogeted and bsackground of each:s :
Megor Genereal TﬁKASHIMA, Tatsuhiko, who wes on staff of 16 th.ﬁrmy
from November 1941 to May 1942, during which time tle invasion of
Java was accomplished, For furtker deteil on beckground pee. 1nterro-
getlon of same officer dated 24 November 1945. *

“Where 1nterv1ewed' Room 238, MeiJi Bullding
Interrogeto}" Colonel ds F. Rodenraueur..'
Iﬁtefpﬁeter: Lt_(jg) McCoy.

| | SUI‘J.WJ;RY £

‘Generel TnKhSFI*A could producﬂ no documents on the suchct end gave
211 detzils and facts from memory, I outlined tre routes followed by the
various invgsion forces in the approuch to Jeve, T}e moin force wes, under
tke command of Lt—General Imemure, who later et up leedquerters ut £
ButuVlQ, Jeva, Tre totsl stremgth of tte invasion forces was 50, 000 with
the main force comprising some 20,000 of tkls nuwber. gL 2
oinge pore fell vklle tke force W& S onroute to JuVu, rence, .1in order
to move faster offaloaded its raavy-equipment at reer ‘area bagses while en-
route., Heavy opposition wes: not -expceted, &s Slnrepore fell & monthk eecrliar
then red beén expected., Because of weether conditions the Jevs operation
was behind schedule, Tnve51on wes mede without reving initiel neutrelization
of gir fields on Jave; hence, received air attecks, Just be ~fore the msin
force mede landings it lost four (4) transports to tlre ligh speed torpedo
bnats of tre Dutch Fleet. Thre ship on which Generel Imemure wes loczted
was sunk, but tre Generel was saved. However some of Yis staff was lost
elong w1th tte Propegende Teams whiclk were considered of greet irportance
in w1nning over the 45 million people 1n Java, '
Tre 1and1ng wos made on 1 March 1942 ond by 7 March 1042 tke prln-

cipal cities end arews of Jave hed been ceptured, - -Very little ammunition
was expended in the week of fighting.

Generel Takasbims stated thet tre 16th Lrmy trought trat the plan was
to seize tre important oil areas of tle Indies then negotietion with the
United States would follow wittr Japan getting oil concessions in these eress
after wrich tre Jepanese would withdraw, However, Tojo and Fis group on their
own initiative went ghead witt tre ideez of permenently bolding suchk creas
as Java, Generel Tekaskime states thut es tle convoy approached Jave 1t
sighted the USS EOUSTON'S presencé indiceted that negotiastions with the
United Stetes Yed alrezdy been consiicted and tkhat they were returning
to treir originsl bases witkout laving to invede Jave, He tad no ides treat
2 nsvel engagement was in progress, as redis silence was belng strictly
observed, |

G 'Whgt ‘were your dutles in tPe l6th hrmy°

A, I was Cklef of Operotlons, includlng.hlr Intelligence end Propepende
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oseribe tre events leading up to' the.actuel invasion of Jave,

I Fave no documents, &s they were lost in tre Air Reids on Tokyo; so
I stazll have to speck from memory ohly. We héd & total force of
approximately 50,000 troops, some 20,000 of trem comprising tre m&in

" fuce. Generzl Imemurs wes in commaend. Trerd ‘were several different

routes followed By the verious forces in the approasch to Jave, The
,8th Division wes pulled out of the Philippines fighting &nd assigned
to ttre 16th 4Army; it laended finelly at:Soersbeys,.The 38tk Division
which was to occupy Fongkong wes sent from Chins down to participate
in tre invasion. Tre main forcé cema 'down by.wey Cameroon to Palembang
snd finclly Betavia, wrere its readquarters were set up. Singapore”
had fzllen s month cerlier than expected; .so it:was.decided to speed

- up: Jave: operetion, The eliminetion of Sinrapore took awsy tke threat
. of the.British; .sp we expected very little .opposition to qur move o

‘‘‘‘‘

Jave. We stopped gt Various Tesr ardn beses and: off-loaded our, reavy
equipment, horSés,gth@agpﬁs‘sd'thﬁt“weicduldﬁtgavel lighter_éhd fast-
er. Our attsck on Jave waes & bit lsteritran plenned, beciusg we red Yad
weather which deleyed us. "e sturted the landing operstions ebout 1
March 1642, and were sttacked by circraft from sgeret:fields on Jave
end by highk speed torpede bouts of the Dutch Fleet. The letter senk
four of our transports. Lt=Genercl''Imamure.wes chozard.ene of them, but
he wes seved., We lost some of his stuff and tle Propeagandsa teams,
This wes perticulirly bed, s we ctteched greit; irportance to the pror-
aganda wrich was tn be sturted immedictely to influence tre 45 mill-
ion penple of Juva, Tre transperts thus were principelly Headquerters
- Ships snd cerried mostly perscnnel. By l'srch 4tr we bad located &nd
~ put out of operaticn the ‘secret laending ‘fields end received nn more
air.attacks, Opposition to our léhding was very light, and we expended
very -small amounts of equiprent .ond smruniticn, :We captured Java by
by 7th of Merck; so it didn't teks very wueh.efforty . .0 .

Where were your mein supply beses -set up.té provide support?
. a ripe'w§fe to come’ from Japbéhi The other.bzses were 1in
Formosg; Cemercon, Batavie and. Soerabaya,, I was: only in Jave until
-~ Way.1942;: so don't know whret bheppened after itret,. |
Was.tbe;lbth'é'wellfeQuipped, well-trained ermy?.
Yes, it wes composed of crack troops from Yamashite in Shingapore
and the 1l4th Army in tre Prilip;ines. b e '

mere there any plans fer furthrer expension beyond Jove end Timor?
4 bt = N : ' _

We considered it necesssry to go to Pert Derwin to hold Juva, but we

o-did pet plan;to dao 1,

Why not? bty

1 i

:: General Steff Heedquarters in Tokyo. szid: “na".

f;When'did you get trat order from'General.Feédquarteré?;
.‘Péésiﬁly efter I left 'in Mey, We were prépered'to mgve;,wé!kéd even
made a study of the government in New Celedonie; &s we Fad "considered
..going trere.too for nickeli Tris was given up no doubt.due to'e lack
- of ships. lVle were not allerwed to express our .opinions, but we tlcught

.. that sfter we red token’ tre Netherlends Eest Indies. we would bz ehle

tn negntiste for oil witbh- tke. United States and tkéh witldraw, Eowever

Tojn and Fis group on their own went shecd, Trc recazson I trink tris

is becczuse, when our trensports were approzching Jave under navy escort

and tre USS ECUSTON wgs sigbted, tke transports reversed . thelr course
- &nd Yeeded beck in tre direction from wrich we Ted come. We *n the

‘-1-:?
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INTERROGLTION NO 516 (Cont'd)

army throught that negotiations with thre United Stetes rad c1ready
been completed and trat wer would not rave to go-on to Java, We did
not know tret trere was & ses bettle 1in progress. Tre fact tlat tre
Britist ¢t Singapore and tre hmericens in tkre Philippines were be-
ing defeated influenced our thinking that. negotistions tad perreps
been effected. Meny of tre army pecple witk wrom I Fad talked in

"

in order to provide bases for tre southern movement,

Crina 1n 140 felt that fighkting in the Prilippines was. unavoildable

Fow rapidly‘Qid'you pursue the developrent of~tre-resourcesﬁhf-Java
and their shiprent to Japsn? : ~ ;

While I wes therc, we were unsble to do anytbing beceuse destruction
by tte Dutch of tre Palembeng refineries would teke a yeer 10 repgir.
Tte o0il was actuelly flowing inte the sea from tre rills, but we £
were unable t4 send it to Japen, &

To vwrat ekfent'did‘ybu_fﬁrtify and improve tte d=2fenses of Jeve for

;.warding,off.pcss;ble*épunter-attack from us?

~ We just rad plans to put up bsrbed-wire &s & shere barrier,

#hy didn't you go sheed and provide furtter defenses?

I believe bacsuse GHQ did not consider tre United Stastes. capable of

making a full scule sttack for sometime, The men buck &t GHQ in
Tokyo were incepeble of muking plens for over-¢1l strategy, Tris was
beceuse ell‘n~f thre cipeble officers had been gntten qut of Tokyn and
replaced witk incompetent officers of,limited experience. ’

Why didn'thHQ decide tos«press on tkroug? New Gﬁihealéhd thé Sél@mﬁns?

The areas were divided between tle ermy and tre nevy. Tre navy was
responsible for everytring west of Timor; Te: didn't have enough men
to occupy tre islends. It wculd rove bz2en impossible 1n view of

Ctins and tle pessibility of Russia from o min-power rcint of view,
We considered it best to make diplomatic overtures to U,S. after tre
Jeve conquest,

How sann after Marck 1 did you concentrate zir power end gein control’
of the &ir?

e tad control of the eir wren we landed end ted cleered &ll of the °°

seeret fields by March 4.

Wret levels of supplies did yru ruve 1n ynur deprts &t tre time ~f
tte inveasion ~f Java? = 7 | |

We red one montk of supplies under old conception- only one week under
modern metrods of fighting. >

Fow much iﬁ the wey of supplies did tre treopé sctuelly rave with

trem?

Sufficient for one week, Eacl soldier rad two days of rice, twn days
of bread and nne full week's ammunition in the combat trains,

How snon sfter your landing did you plan on receiving replenishkment
supplies from transports for tronps acrore?

Our rear ectelon cesme withbin & week witl full supply before the ori-
ginel supply was comsured, Rice ceme from Saigon end Treiland,
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.. Wrat effect did diseese tave on ycur tropps?

Did tre 16tr Army stey in tre Jave cres or move elsewrere later?
It rémainﬁd in Jeve to fke éhd of tte war.:

Some of your tronps com from cnld cllmot S ;. dld trey pxperlmﬂc- any

‘dlfflcultles in Java becouse nf tk waTrmer cllmate?

=Ik9*trddps'tﬁ&t,gﬁﬁé;frnm Sendai (2nd Diﬁisioh) ﬁerﬁ Cf;bk'froopér
but - since trey were used to & cnld country, tkelr efficiency wes

lowered by tre climete in Java, Morele was extremely righ as it Wa s

i puuceful land  witkout ruckh flgktlngg There were .chout. 50,000

'
g "

Jupenese to 100,000 Dutch end natlves.,We treated tbe prlsoners_very
well end read & gﬁﬂd time, | |

.

Not muct 'sickness - smell emount of pests end melerie,

low puch, in tte way ~f cquiprent and.supplies did, you cgpture?

Huge smounts of rifles, but n~t muct wrmunition for field guns, About
five to six tknusbnd carg and trucks of whick we could use nne nr

two thousend. Tte otrers were used &s sources of spere purts th mein-
tain the ones ranning,

.
{ * U

- Jigrlier you stated that the 16tk hrHJ'TLWuand,JH Java t}rnugbnut tke

War,. Dldn't sny of your troops see uCthﬁ ulSowY@r

vl*

L Yes_ I mecnt tkat tbe 16t¥ Irmy'os suck sthvod in Juvu. Tbo }eod--

quarters rameined, in Betavia, The, 2nd. Division vas pulled out and,
sent to GUud01Cunul Tre 48tF Division occupied Tlmor, the 38th

Divisiop wes - itkdrawn westward. sorewrere. We rad & . guerd force. of
two brlgados on Jave flnhlly, P ey Me -

T

.ka.was_the'ZﬁdiDiViSidn‘sgnt to;GuédalqanaIQ.,. e By Lo ; N

i don't know, but I he lleve it wes soni ut tre ncvy 5 rcquest just

prev1ous to your invesion of GUud lecanel,

Did ycu believe trat reve Guadelecnel you could rold us cust of Jave

. ¢nd trerefore would not heve to fortify Java?

['g

Yes,
Is it your rpinicn thet tre custwird roverment of your forees wus an
over-extensirn ¢t tret tire? AL BT |

it the tire of Guedeleumel I wes 1n.Nankur1u. Cruck trhﬁps_*ere |
witkdruvwn fror enchuric to occupy tle rony islands of tre Pezcific.

1 opposed very strongly tre toking of trese fine troops and placing
trem in tresc islands, s tFey tken.becgme V1rtuolly prisoners, ‘e
lost upwerds nf 300, OOO excellent P1g}t1ng men tris wey. L11 ttre
generals on tre centinent felt this vey ghout the dissipetion of our
strengtt., Fowever, tre rilitery wss undcr even grester suppression
then the civilians ¢nd had to do exeetly us tre top cormend dicteted,

‘Tken you Wﬁuld suy tiot TOJn WE S ry COWpcruth to Intlﬁr 1n tku

manner in wricr te conducted tPlngs°

Yes 'éxabfl§3'Fbwever; avefyonﬂ" 1t.tkut.it wmﬁlﬂ be tﬁrrihlp to lose

the war; so we did &1l we could to win, I gave ry best efforts cven

..at the end in prepering tre defenses of the Kanto Plain aree, is we

lost our-air power and our stipping,. partlculoriy'nur navy, tre Suppr
problems in the Jave area hecame 1npnssfhla. Our supply situction pre-
gressively deteriorated from Guadzlcenel on, In tre Burma eree tle
supply problem wes very difficult from alrost tre beginning, It wes
definitely in tle Prilippines wrere we lost our clr snd see pcwer,
From tren on it wss very had for us.

:16 -/ -




INTERROGAT ION NO. Sl‘Cont'd)

Qe

Ko

A

Qe
A.

To wkat do you atribute your supply problems stips or lack of pro-
duction?

First, hecause of stip singings, and then later lack of production due
te leck of raw reterisals,

Knowing your cepabilitics botk tacticelly and logisticelly et tlre
time, Yow did you feecl zbout tre situstion on Decerber 8, 16417

I, and rany otrer top ranking officers, felt tret we stould rave
negotisted witlr tre United Ststes hotr bafore end efter Dscember 8,

Do vou bleme tre Japsnese crmy's defest on tre top level, GHQ, plenn-
ing or vhet?

L grezt reny people hotl in and out of tke ermy sgreed trit Jepan
stould surrender., Tre planners and top cormenders did not understend
tre full conditions, From Jenucry 1, 145 tte very boert of tre

country wss pressed, but tte fighting spirit incressed, beceuse they

knew thecy rad to fight and were going to fight, Tre most trustworthy
men in Jopen now for works of p ice &sre tre same militery ren wro
obeyed tre order to carry on tre fight. I understund ttret the Americens
are anxious lest tris group be secretly organize, Thet is cbsolutely
not so - it will never be, |

Who wes resprnsible for tro protection of tte Lines of Communicetion?

' O . . : ;o ® . .
West of 1207 (1line trrough Tiror) army &ir wos responsible, with
small amount of nevy, Best ~f tlhect line tre nesvy was responsible,

Were locel commandérs respensible for protection of the lines of
communicstion or was Tokyo?

Army ares commanders vere resprnsible, I believe, Tre nevy wos under
centrel control,

Wrat was your reactinn to tre Imperiul Rescript?

I felt a grect sedness at the time, but felt tret I must follow tlre
Emperor znd ris words. It wes unsvoidable, Tre ikrmy wes confldent,

but tre people would hc gxtsrminated; so wrat gnod is it to leve en
army if it ceznnot protecf trec penple, I rave been considered en idcel-
ist for yeers, because my ideas of tre army were tret it existed to
permit tke people to live, If it cennot relp tre people to live, then
there is no good in reving tre army,




