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PRICE SIXTEEN SHILLINGS,

LIFE BY THOMAS ROSCOE, PORTRAIT AND AUTOGRAPH:

THE COMPLETE

WORKS OF HENRY FIELDING.

" The Prose Horner of Human Nature."—Lord Byron.

" There now are no Squire Westerns as of old,

And our Sophias are not so emphatic,

But fair as them or fairer to behold."—Don Juan, c. xiii. s. 1 10.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS

THE TIMES, September 2d.

Here, in a single handsome volume, and a clear

distinct type, we have all the Works of one of the

greatest humourists in our language.

* * * *

We are very glad to see this great writer's works

put forward in a popular form, and at a price

exceedingly low. A man may be very much injured

by perusing maudlin sentimental tales, hut cannot

be hurt, though he may he shocked every now and

then, by reading works of sound sterling humour,

like the greater part of these, full of benevolence,

practical wisdom, and generous sympathy with

mankind.

The work is prefaced by an able biography of

Fielding by Mr. Roscoe, in which he does justice to

the great satirist's memory, and rescues it from the

attacks which rivals, poetasters, and fine gentlemen

have made upon it.

* * * *

Those who have a mind to forgive a little coarse-

ness, for the sake of one of the honestest, manliest,

kindest companions in the world, cannot, as we

fancy, find a better than Fielding, or get so much

true wit and shrewdness from any other writer of

our language.

SPECTATOR.
We have in this volume the entire works of

Fielding, and many Miscellaneous Pieces not in-

cluded in former editions. The complete Works

may now he had at a less cost than a common

edition of one of the Novels a few years since.

AND VARIOUS WRITERS.

All readers should purchase this excellent edition

of one of the greatest humourists in our language.

ATLAS.

The Works of Fielding, in one handsome volume,

a fine Portrait and Autograph of the celebrated

Author, with a very clear and distinct type, is

a treasure indeed. The Life by Roscoe is executed

with his usual diligence, skill, and good taste. No

Library can be considered complete without this

amusing author. Every reader should possess this

valuable edition of one of the very best Novelists

of his time.

LIVERPOOL MERCURY.

That indefatigable and intelligent pioneer ot

literature, Mr. Thomas Roscoe, has rendered a

very important service to the public by his com-

plete edition of the works of Fielding, in one

beautiful volume, and at a charge altogether un-

precedented, illustrated by a striking portrait of the

Author, and a fac-simile of his Autograph. The

work comprises 1,116 closely printed pages of the

largest 8vo size.

MANCHESTER COURIER.

The whole of his works make a portly volume

:

Fielding's abundant dramatic and political efforts

being comprised in it. The gems, of course, are

the novels
;
they are, indeed, " the leaven which

leaveneth" this mass.



WORKS OF HENRY FIELDING.

LITERARY GAZETTE.
We recommend the works of Fielding, thus

brought together, to readers of every class. If
they read with discretion, they may profit greatly
thereby: if they read with discrimination, they
may gather much insight into humanity therefrom

:

and if they read any how, they must be exceedingly
entertained with the delectable pages-novels
essays, dramas, and many-featured miscellanies,'
which are here presented to them.

COURIER.
An acceptable service to the reading public has

been rendered by the republication, in the collected
and economical form of one handsome volume of
the works of Fielding. Attempts have latterly
been made to depreciate the merit by impeaehin-
the moral tendencies of Fielding's works, in order
to reduce them to the level of those of Bulwer and
Ainsworth, or rather to exalt these in the scale by
pleading for their publications moral equality, if
not equality of talent, with those of Fielding. The
comparison will not hold for a moment.

The cultivated genius of Fielding entitles him to
a high rank among the classics. His works exhibit
a series of pictures drawn with all the descriptive
fidelity of a Hogarth. They are highly entertain-
ing, and will always be read with pleasure.

D. V. Knox's Essays.

Cervantes, Le Sage, Fielding, Smollett, began
one and all of them with the drama, and after foil-
ing in that, betook themselves to the efforts by
which they have earned their immortality.

Quarterly Review.

Of all the works of imagination to which English
genius has given origin, the writings of Henry
Fielding are, perhaps, most decidedly and exclu-
sively her own.

Scott.—Biographical Notices.

SUNDAY TIMES.
On the works of Fielding it is unnecessary to offer

any remarks, their merits being so universally ac-
knowledged, and their popularity so firmly esta-
blished. The present edition is distinguished by
some peculiarities, being complete in one volume
containing 1,116 pages, well printed upon excellent'
paper, and sold at the extremely moderate price
of 16s.

The successors of Charles V. may disdain their
brethren of England, but the romance of Tom
Jones, that exquisite picture of human manners

7
m °Utlive the Palace of the Escurial, and the

imperial eagle of Austria. Gibbon I

Johnson read Fielding's Amelia through without
stopping. Bosweix's Lite of Johnson.

Johnson appears to have been particularly pleased
with the character of the heroine of this novel, and
said Fielding's Amelia was the most pleasing hero-
ine of all the romances. Malone.

Thus lived and thus died, at a period of life when
the world might have expected continued delight
from his matured powers, the celebrated Henry
Fielding, father of the English novel ; and in his
powers of strong national humour, and forcible yet
natural exhibition of character, unapproached as
yet, even by his most successful followers.

Sir W. Scott.—Biog. Memoirs.



LIFE AND WORKS OF TOBIAS SMOLLETT.

Of the select few -who have consigned their fame
to posterity by a bold and lively exhibition of na-

tional manners, there is, perhaps, no one who
enjoys a reputation more purely English, or, who
delineates with traits of broader and more genuine
humour, professional peculiarities, habits, and dis-

tinctive foibles of different classes, than the author

of " Eoderick Random." It may be said, that he
fills up that space in prose fiction which Fielding

left unoccupied ; for widely opposed in genius as in

their style, and their selection of characters, it has
occurred to us, that the preceding biographers
of these two delightful writers—without except-
ing in some degree Sir Walter Scott—have not
shown a just discrimination in attempting to draw
comparisons between minds and productions so
differently constructed ; and, in particular, the in-

genious Dr. Moore, Smollett's friend and contem-
porary, and his successor Dr. Anderson, have not
avoided this popular error, having frequently in-

troduced the names of these facile Principes of
their order in juxtaposition, and with the view of
comparison rather than contrast. Happily for the
present editor, both those eminent writers, followed
by one—the well-skilled master of every species of
composition,* have bequeathed to him little more
than the choice of selection, abridgment, and the
arrangement of whatever additions it may be his

good fortune to meet with. Sprung from an an-
ient family of some distinction, in the county of
Dumbarton, Smollett was likewise related by mar-
riage to that of the Houstons of Houston, pos-
sessed of considerable influence in the surrounding
district, as well as of some of the more lucrative
offices in their native borough. From genealogical
records preserved in the town archives, it appears
that an ancestor of the name—also a Tobias—so
early as the 15th century, contracted marriage
with a daughter of Sir Patrick Houston, who was
master of a handsome property in the county of
Eenfrew. We are told of another ancestor, who,
in the year 1588, added to the honour of his family
scutcheon by blowing up one of the great ships of
the Spanish Armada, having the military chest on
board, in a little bay of the island of Mull ; and
still eager of distinction, the author's grandfather,
Sir James Smollett, of Bonhill, joined the Scottish
patriots who favoured the revolution, and perilled
life and property for the preservation of civil and
religious liberty. A man of remarkable sagacity,
and highly distinguished in the profession of the
law, he was chosen to represent his native burgh
in the Scottish parliament, appointed one of the
commissioners of Edinburgh, and lastly, a com-
missioner for drawing up the Treaty of the Union.
This bold and active citizen married Jane, a
daughter of Sir Aulay Macaulay, Bart., by whom

* The still unrivalled author of Waverley, whose " Lives
of the British Novelists" are perfect specimens of their
kind, and whose fame only glows brighter with the lapse
of time.

he had four sons and two daughters, by whose
means we hope to arrive in due time at their

inimitably facetious descendant, who has conferred

immortality upon their name, and upon the lite-

rary character of his country.

In compliance with the prevailing custom, Sir

James sent his four sons to the University of Ley-
den ;

among whom the first, our author's namesake,
went into the army ; the second, James, was edu-

cated to the law ; the third, also a barrister, prac-

tised at the Scottish bar, and both the latter suc-

ceeded in turn to the commissaryship so long and ably

filled by their father. The fourth son, Archibald, was
bred to no profession, but pursued a course of libe-

ral studies ; was a traveller, and an accomplished
gentleman. It would, in fact, appear from a re-

trospective view, that the family of the Smolletts

boasted more than the usual average of national

talent as well as good repute, and it is curious to

trace the fortunes of the several individuals, as pre-

senting one of the surest indexes to general
character. We here find it remarkably exemplified

in that general superiority and quickness of parts

which at length seemed to combine in giving birth

to the humorou-s genius of the author of " Pere-
grine Pickle" and " Humphry Clinker." We re-

mark, that all the Smolletts were distinguished in

their several professions, while in the single case of
Archibald, the result of the want of steady and
regular employment was soon evident in the strait-

ness of his fortune, and in that of his descendants.

He paid, indeed, rather too dearly for his indul-

gence of elegant pursuits, and for his father's (or

his own) neglect of inuring him to some regular
business or occupation. Upon his return from
Leyden, he married, without his father's consent, a
daughter of Mr. Cunningham, of Gilbertfield, (the

residence of William Hamilton, the friend and
correspondent of Allan Ramsay,) near Glasgow, a
young lady of distinguished taste, elegance, and wit

;

but destitute of that peculiar metal often considei ed
more attractive.

Fortunately, instead of indulging his resentment,
his excellent father secretly flattered, perhaps, at his

son's choice, settled upon him a life-rent of his

house and farm at Dalquhurn, on the banks of the
Leven, close to his own family mansion, with an
annuity which raised his income to about 300/. per
annum. By this lad}', Archibald Smollett had
two sons and a daughter; and soon after the birth

of the last he was suddenly cut off, leaving his

young family dependent upon the bounty of their

grandfather. That bounty was judiciously be-
stowed ; the eldest of the two sons, James, was
destined for a military profession ; and the younger,
Tobias, the subject of our narrative, was sent to

Dumbarton to receive a classical education. The
daughter, Jane, married Mr. Telfer, a gentleman
of fortune, who succeeded also to the estate of
Bonhill, which our author, unfortunately, did not
survive long enough to inherit.
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Tobias, the younger son of Archibald Smollett,
-was born in the old house at Dalquhura, near the
village of Renton, parish of Cardross, in 1721

;

and was baptized by the name of Tobias George,
as appears from the church registry there. Part
of the valley of Leven lying between Loch Lo-
mond and the town of Dumbarton, belongs to
Cardross

; and it was in this romantic region that
Smollett first saw the light. It would be difficult,

perhaps, to point out a spot combining a greater
number of natural attractions ; and this may have
had its influence in producing that ardent tem-
perament which gave rise to some of his early
poetical compositions, and to his noble " Ode to
Independence ;"—a temperament remarkable for
energy and vivacity, and which he retained almost
to his latest moments.
Amidst scenes of beauty and sublimity, the

birth-place of so many eminent men, and rich in
historical associations, Smollett may be said to
have received his first impressions—his first edu-
cation

; for we have his own description of this
delightful valley to show the probable correctness
of this supposition ; and it had doubtless its effect
in moulding his future character. Indeed, few
poems can exceed in chasteness of feeling, poetic
enthusiasm, and correct expression, his lines to
the River Leven. Nor could any scenery (of
the same character that inspired the muse of
Byron) be more likely to rouse the soul of ardent
genius : the gigantic Ben Lomond " looked from his
throne of clouds," over richly diversified prospects
of wood and water ; while from another side rose
the proud beetling rock of Dumbarton in solitarv
grandeur, casting its dark shadow over the sands
where the waves of the Leven and the Clyde
intermingle From its summit, views equally
picturesque and grand opened upon every side to
the eye of the youthful poet—the noble Forth

;

the spires of Port Glasgow ; those of Greenock on
the opposite shore; the Duke of Argyle's seat,
and numerous villas on each side the noble river

;

presenting a view extending over not less than seven
counties. " The water ofLeven," observes the author
in his Humphry Clinker, "though nothing near
so considerable as the Clyde, is much more trans-
parent, pastoral, and delightful. This charming
stream is the outlet of Loch Lomond, and through
a tract of four miles pursues its winding course
over a bed of pebbles, till it joins the Firth of
Clyde at Dumbarton. On this spot stands the
castle formerly called Alchuyd, and washed by
these two rivers on all sides except a narrow
isthmus, which at every spring tide is overflowed

;

the whole is a great curiosity, from the quality and
form of the rock, as from the nature of its situa-
tion. A very little above the source of the Leven,
on the lake, stands the house of Cameron, belong-
ing to Mr. Smollett (the late commissary), so em-
bosomed in oak-wood, that we did not perceive it

till we were within fifty yards of the door. The
lake approaches on one side to within six or seven
yards of the windows. It might have been placed
in a higher site, which would have afforded a more
extensive prospect and a drier atmosphere ; but
this imperfection is not chargeable on the present
proprietor, who purchased it ready built, rather
than be at the trouble of repairing his own family
house of Bonhill, which stands two miles from
hence, on the Leven, so surrounded with planta-
tions, that it used to be known by the name of the

Mavis (or Thrush) Nest. Above the house is a
romantic glen, or cleft of a mountain, covered
with hanging woods, having at the bottom a stream
of fine water that forms a number qf cascades in
its descent to join the Leven, so that the scene is

quite enchanting.

"I have seen the Lago di Gardi, Albano di
Vico, Bolsena and Geneva, and I prefer Loch
Lomond to them all ; a preference which is cer-
tainly owing to the verdant islands that seem to
float upon its surface, affording the most enchant-
ing objects of repose to the excursive view. Nor
are the banks destitute of beauties which can par-
take of the sublime. On this side they display a
sweet variety of woodland, corn field, and pasture,
with several agreeable villas, emerging as it were
out of the lake, till at some distance the prospect
terminates in huge mountains, covered with heath,
which being in the bloom, affords a very rich
covering of purple. Every thing here is romantic
beyond imagination. This country is justly styled
the Arcadia of Scotland ; I do not doubt but it may
vie with Arcadia in every thing but climate. I
am sure it excels it in verdure, wood, and water."
From this interesting description, it is easy to
perceive the deep and permanent impression made
on the writer's mind by the scenes of his early
days, and which seem to have recurred as forcibly
in absence, travel, and the decline of his brilliant
powers as when they first inspired him, wandering
fancy-free—a happy and careless youth :

—

" On Leven's bank while free to rove,
And tune the rural pipe to love,
I envied not the happiest swain
That ever trod th' Arcadian plain."

There is little doubt, indeed, that, had the young
enthusiast subsequently devoted himself to poetical
composition as a pursuit, from the peculiar sen-
sibility, the enthusiasm, and the vigour, mingled
with the sweetness of numbers which he possessed,
he must have attained considerable celebrity,
though, perhaps, not of so pleasing or popular
a kind as that which he so pre-eminently enjoys.
But the subsequent circumstances of Smollett's
life prevented him from following his early tastes
so far as his inclinations would have led him ; for
we are informed by Dr. Moore, that while at the
grammar school of Dumbarton, he was not only,
like Burns, a great admirer of patriotic characters,
especially of Wallace, but that he -wrote some
verses to that hero's memory. It was at the same
school, while engaged in acquiring the rudiments
of classical learning under Mr. John Love, the
worthy antagonist of the renowned Ruddiman,
that the young poet became acquainted with the
writings of Bnchannan, whose early poetical tem-
perament, whose example and education,—born as
he was amidst the same scenes,—struck his youthful
imagination, and gave fresh impulse to his ardour
for literary pursuits. That writer's history of
Scotland, full of romantic events and marvels, at
once supplied him with themes for composition,
and with means of continued exercise and instruc-
tion in the Latin tongue. He is said thus early to
have been particularly affected bv the historian's
account of the death of James I.", assassinated at
the instigation of his nobles in a convent near
Perth, under circumstances of revolting barbarity.
A young lady named Douglas and the queen her-
self were present ; when the former, with the
heroic spirit of her race, flew to the door, and
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fixed her arm as a bar to prevent the assassins

from entering the royal chamber. They had
already slain the attendants, and quickly burst

their way through this slight barrier
;
they rushed

with their daggers upon the king ; but were for a
time prevented, by the efforts of the heroic girl

and the queen, who threw themselves upon the

monarch to shield him from their blows, from
consummating their dastardly crime. It was not
till the queen had received two wounds, and both
ladies were much hurt, that they could be torn
from the frantic embrace; when, after a stern

resistance, the unhappy king fell covered with not
less than twenty-eight wounds, several of which
passed through the heart. So lasting was the
impression of this touching narrative upon the
mind of Smollett, that several years subsequently
he founded on this historical incident his spirited

tragedy of the " Regicide," composed at the early-

age of eighteen.

Smollett is stated also to have indulged at school
his humorous vein, by inditing occasional satires

on the more heartless or stupid of his school-

fellows. From Dumbarton he was soon afterwards
removed to Glasgow, where he could meet with
greater opportunities of improvement, and is said

not to have neglected them, pursuing his classical

studies with diligence and success. It was there
he formed an acquaintance with some young stu-

dents of physic, a circumstance, probably, which
induced him, though having no predilection for

the profession, to comply with the wishes of his

relatives, and become an apprentice to Mr. Gordon,
a surgeon in extensive practice. But if not di-

rectly contrary to his own views, Smollett soon
grew weary or disgusted with the details of his

new profession
; and, preferring a more glorious

career, it is said, " in which he might furnish a case
rather than attend one,"

" To wait on pain,
And silent arts to urge inglorious,"

—

(Akenside)

he wished to embrace the career of arms, and is

even stated to have sought to avenge his disap-
pointed expectations upon his grandfather, as well
as upon his master, by representing the former
under the disagreeable character of "the old
judge," and the latter as the inimitable " Mr.
Potion," Roderick Random's first master. He
nevertheless devoted himself to the study of ana-
tomy and medicine, with ability and success, under
the different professors of the university. At the
same time he did not abandon his literary tastes

;

nor were occasions wanting for developing his
peculiar powers of satirical exhibition, and paint-
ing life and manners as he found them. It is

evident, that he early began to study the characters
of mankind, and abundant incidents were afforded
him, during his 'apprenticeship in a place like
Glasgow, for the exercise of his wit and sarcasm,
as well as his lance and pestle in the service of
Esculapius,—sometimes to the no small dismay of
the younger population. "He began," says Dr.
Moore, " to direct the edge of his boyish satire
against such green and scanty shoots of affectation
and ridicule as the soil produced, and of which
he afterwards found a ripe and plentiful crop in
the capital." The shafts of his wit were not even
then confined to the youthful circles of coquetry
and foppery, but were sometimes aimed at more
formal and serious assemblies. He was particu-

larly severe upon the more staid and serious part o.

the community, when, in his inexperienced opinion,
he idly chose to designate by selfishness or hypo-
crisy that which, perhaps, sprung from a very
different source,— often from noble and self-denying
feelings. These flights of his satiric muse, though
exceedingly entertaining to his young companions,
gave umbrage to some of the more sober and steady
citizens, who were as much at a loss to comprehend
as to relish a species of humour which appeared to

throw a sort of ridicule upon that worldly wisdom
and those amiable Scottish foibles, always of too
serious a turn to supply the satirist with fair

matter of entertainment ; and it is no wonder,
therefore, that they should have considered him in

the light of a young bottle imp, a poetical Puck, or
small limb of the Evil One, sent, doubtless, to

buffet them for some of their inadvertent sins,

while the lively poet and his companions were no
less sincere in voting the good people an intolerable

bore. Some of these " iron sleet of arrowy
shower" upon the heads of peaceable money-
making people, are said to have caused consider-
able sensation, especially among the aunts and
dowagers of a former period, who could not com-
prehend the drift of the young sinner's argument,
or see how the happy representation of characters
or manners of any kind will always afford mate-
rials for an innocent laugh. The result rather of
hilarity and the peculiar talent he possessed, than
of any ill nature, it is not surprising that, on
maturer reflection, his attacks were referred by
the good citizens to the proper quarter, and left

ultimately no disagreeable impression upon their

minds regarding the character and reputation
of the youthful satirist. They belong to the
same class of " juvenilia" as those related by Dr.
Moore, upon the authority of one of his college
companions, and perhaps an actor in the scene

;

and which, doubtless, furnished the future novelist

with hints for some of his most ably coloured and
exquisite scenes.

" On a winter evening when the streets were
covered with snow, Smollett happened to be en-
gaged in a snow-ball fight with a few of his own
age. Among his associates was the apprentice of
that surgeon who is supposed to have been deli-

neated under the name of Crab in ' Poderick Ran-
dom.' He entered his shop while his apprentice was
in the heat of the engagement. On the return of the
latter, the master remonstrated with him severely
for his negligence in quitting the shop. The
youth excused himself by saying, that while he
was employed in making up a prescription, a
fellow hit him with a snow-ball in the teeth, and
that he had been in pursuit of the delinquent.
' A mighty probable story, truly !' said the master

;

' but it will not do. I wonder how long I should
stand here before it would enter mortal man's head
to throw a snow-ball at me.' At the same mo-
ment elevating himself with a scornful air, he
received a severe blow in the face from another
snow-ball. Smollett, who stood concealed be-
hind the pillar at the shop door, had heard the
dialogue, and perceiving that his companion was
puzzled for an answer, he extricated him by a re-
partee equally smart and u propos."

It was owing to the ardour of his character,
and to early incidents of this kind, that, in the
opinion of some of his biographers, the author
was supposed, on the appearance of his " Roderick

b
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Random," to have been giving a piece of auto-

biography, and that it really contained most of

the leading incidents in the writer's life. This

period was, in fact, the dawn of the more matured
and brilliant powers by which he was afterwards

distinguished ; and if he at times outstepped the

limits of decorum, or was guilty of little practical

jests, he was always ready to atone for his offences,

and in many cases helped to spread the reputation

of those on whom he had passed his boyish jokes,

by the powerful eulogy of a pen become justly cele-

brated. Thus, in regard to Mr. Gordon, (the

Potion of Roderick Random) who practised with

great reputation as a physician, he makes old Mr.

Bramble observe, " I was introduced to Mr. Gor-

don, a patriot of a truly noble spirit, who is father

of the linen manufactory in that place, and was
the great promoter of the city workhouse, infirm-

ary, and other works of public utility. Had he

lived in ancient Rome, he would have been ho-

noured with a statue at the public expense."

In speaking of Smollett's early conduct, which
indicated so marked a love of frolic and playful-

ness, of which his works also give many proofs,

it is observed by his excellent and judicious

biographer, Sir Walter Scott, that his master ex-

pressed his conviction of the future eminence of

his eccentric apprentice in very homely but ex-

pressive terms, when some of his neighbours were
boasting the superior decorum and propriety of

their young pupils :
—" It may be all very true,"

said the keen-sighted Mr. Gordon, " but give me
before them all my own bubbly-nosed callant with

the stane in his pouch."

This at once gives us an admirable likeness, we
think, of the gay sprightly wit, the idle good-

for-nothing sort of urchin in his prankish

hours ;
" never," as it is happily added by his un-

rivalled biographer, " without some mischievous

prank in his head, and a stone in his pocket ready

to execute it."

—

Scott's Life of Smollett.

Up to the eighteenth year of his age, the young
medical student had continued to be supported in a

decent manner by his grandfather, who having

promoted his elder brother in a military career,

and refused to do the same for the younger,

although he had expressed a strong predilection for

it, was bound to provide in some way for him.

Probably he would have done so, but dying at this

time in no prosperous circumstances, it was found

he had made little or no provision for the children

of his youngest son. His mother was still alive

;

his brother was where it is said our author so much
wished himself—with his regiment ; and his sister,

soon after Sir James's death, married Mr. Telfer,

and Mrs. Smollett, from that period, in general re-

sided with them at Leadhills, or Edinburgh.
No sooner had the young surgeon completed his

apprenticeship, than, in his nineteenth year, he de-

termined to leave Scotland, and try to cut out a

new path for himself in the great British metro-

polis. The year previously he had finished his

tragedy of the " Regicide," to which we have
alluded, and which he carried with him as his sole

literary recommendation in the outset. It is said

to have been his object likewise to solicit employ-
ment in the army or navy ; but his chief wealth lay

in the resources of a mind richly stored with

general knowledge, in a fine vein of humour, a warm
fancy, and most engaging conversation and address.

Upon his arrival in Loudon, the author himself

informs us, that his tragedy, graced with recom-

mendations from his literary friends, " was taken

into the protection of one of those little fellows

who are sometimes called great men, and like other

orphans, it was neglected accordingly. Stung with

resentment, which I mistook for contempt, I re-

solved to punish this barbarous indifference, and

actually discarded my patron, consoling myself

with the barren praise of a few associates, who, in

the most indefatigable manner, employed their time

and influence in collecting from all quarters ob-

servations on my piece, which, in consequence of

those suggestions, put on a new appearance almost

every day, until my occasions called me out of the

kingdom."

—

Preface to the Regicide.

The patron here alluded to is known to have been

Lord Lyttleton. " The managers Garrick and

Lacy," says Sir Walter Scott, " gave the youthful

author some encouragement, which, perhaps, the

sanguine temper of Smollett overrated ; for in the

story of Mr. Melopoyn, where he gives the

history of his attempts to bring the 'Regicide'

on the stage, the patron and the manager are not

spared ; and in ' Peregrine Pickle,' the personage

of Gosling Scrag, which occurs in the first edition

only, is meant to represent Lord Lyttleton."

Thus disappointed in his expectations of literary

success in the outset, Smollett accepted a situation

procured for him by his friends, as surgeon's mate

on board a ship oirthe line, and accompanied the

unfortunate expedition to Carthagena, under Ad-
miral Vernon and General Wentworth, in 1741.

He has given us, in his " Roderick Random," a

sketch of the expedition ; and a circumstantial

account of the events which followed, equally dis-

tinguished for acuteness of observation, and for

depth of reflection, will be found contained in

" A Compendium of Voyages" published in 1751.

Though he continued only a brief period in the

navy, he did not fail to acquire that exact and per-

fect command of nautical terms and phrases, with

all the peculiarities belonging to sea life and to

seamen which give so true and natural an air to his

descriptions, and which, seem to transport his

readers to the very scene, so powerful is the illusion

he succeeds in producing. The drudgery of pro-

fessional duty, as in his apprenticeship, however,

he did not relish ; and no sooner was he a complete

sailor as regarded the sort of knowledge he wanted,

than he left the ship, and went to reside for some

time in the island of Jamaica. Here he first be-

came acquainted with the beautiful and accomplished

Anne Lascelles, a lady whom he afterwards mar-

ried, for his finances were at this period by no means

in a satisfactory, much less in aflourishing condition.

Upon the return of our young adventurer to

London, he found the public mind in a state of

high excitement after the decided victory obtained

over the Scotch Highlanders on the plains of Cul-.

loden. The fearful slaughter of the insurgents,

the cold-blooded excesses committed when the heat

of the conflict had subsided, and the reported con-

nivance, if not the participation, of the Duke of

Cumberland, the commander-in-chief, in the devas-

tations and cruelties which ensued, roused all the

patriotic indignation of young Smollett's soul. Of
warm and susceptible feelings ; a strong love of in-

dependence, that early displayed itself, and an

enthusiastic regard for his country, derived no less

from its striking historical associations than the wild

grandeur and magnificence of its scenery, together
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with his early principles, confirmed by habit and

education, made it natural that he should feel the

•wounds inflicted upon a whole people for the errors

of a few misguided men. Though opposed to the

Jacobites, his heart, as well as his principles, equally

revolted against the perpetration of such injustice ;

and he gave utterance to his indignant scorn in

those fervid and noble lines, enough of themselves

to confer upon him the enduring honour of the true

patriot and the poet. They were emphatically en-

titled " The Tears of Scotland ; " and for exquisite

pathos and the melody of the verse, have been sur-

passed by few lyric effusions in our own language.

The opening has been pronounced eminently simple

and beautiful :

—

"Mourn, hapless Caledonia, mourn
Thy bauish'd peace, thy laurels torn!"

It is stated by Dr. Anderson that the ode origi-

nally consisted only of six stanzas ; and that the

author, so far from being deterred by the strong

popular excitement against the Jacobites, gave them
free circulation; and when advised by his Whig
friends at all events to conceal his name, he

fearlessly rejected those prudent remonstrances, and
hastened more openly to avow them. So com-
pletely were all ideas of personal risk and responsi-

bility, or its injurious effects upon his fortunes,

absorbed in that fervid sentiment, the " indignatio

Jacit versus" of the genuine satirist and poet, thit

he even added a seventh stanza, more bold and
uncompromising than the former :

—

" While the warm blood bedews my veins,

And unimpair'd remembrance reigns,

Resentment of my country's fate

Within my filial heart shall beat."

It would appear that the severity exercised towards

his unhappy countrymen had considerable influence

in modifying Smollett's former opinions of the

Whigs ; and from a strenuous supporter of the house

of Hanover, family principles which he had gradu-

ally imbibed, he became a decided opponent of the

ministers of George II. whom he freely stigmatized

as a set of " heartless and sordid knaves," the op-

pressors of his country. This was pretty bold, if

not disinterested, for a young navy surgeon, whose
expectations, already more than once disappointed,

might, it was thought, have taught him greater

prudence or caution in his manner of expressing

himself under the eye of a party in full possession

of power, and flushed with recent triumphs which
left them nothing to dread. So far, however, from
joining m the general incense to their praise, the

young patriot accused them of being no longer the

supporters, but the betrayers of freedom, no longer

deserving the confidence of their country ; and
there is little doubt that, had he been older in the

political arena, more influential, or better known, he
would have been selected as a victim fit to swell the

triumph of the reigning ministry. Smollett's youth
and want of political weight at this period happily

protected him from the honour of martyrdom.
But other and more pressing motives now with-

drew him from the angry contest to try his fortune

in a more congenial, if not a more productive

sphere. In 1746, he may be said to have first

commenced that literary career in which he subse-

quently distinguished himself, by the publication of

a satire, which he entitled " Advice," in a 4to form.

In its plan it is not unlike one of Pope's satires,

founded on the classic model ; for it supposes a
dialogue carried on between the poet and his friend,

the latter of whom, according to rule, is repre-

sented as giving advice, in order to elicit the

spirited answers of the satirist. In the manner of

his great predecessors, ancient and modern, of

Juvenal, Persius, Swift, Pope, and Fielding, he

begins by lashing the villanies of the self-styled

" great," the aristocracy, or, literally speaking, the

best portion of society, as they complacently assume

to be, while sunk and besotted in the lowest aDd
most degrading vices, and rolling in wealth and
luxuries, acquired, at no distant date, by the rob-

beries and blood-thirsty violence of their "great

ancestors." The author had here a fine and fertile

field ; and he indulged his ironical vein with no

small degree of felicity and freedom. Their rank

hypocrisy and simony, their wickedness, oppres-

sion, and most of all, their destructive monopolies,

which devour entire communities, and consign ge-

nerations unborn to penury and want, he holds up to

the scorn and reproach of the nation. He does not

spare the most lofty personages who then wielded

the power of the new Hanoverian dynasty.

This violent outbreak of the satirical talents ofour

author, the usual path selected by writers of strong

and vigorous powers,—just as a great patriot, or

briefless barrister, commences his career by the most
virulent opposition, the better to enhance his price,

—was regarded by his friends with well-founded

uneasiness and solicitude. They represented to

him that the failure of a play, the want of success

in his professional career, the slaughter of a few
thousand Scotch fanatics and the confiscation of

Scotch estates, afforded no sufficient reasons for

abandoning his Whig predilections, for attacking the

characters of the " chartered great," whom Pope,
Swift, and Fielding, like the satirists of old, had all

found to be too strong for them. Still, be it re-

membered to their honour, they were vainly

tempted to sing their odes of recantation, by a good
round price being delicately put upon their con-

version.

The names of the Dukes of Newcastle and
Grafton, the Earls of Bath, Granville, and Cholmon-
deley, of Sir William Yonge and Mr. Pitt, " the

unshaken Abdiel," are pointedly alluded to by the

subservient friend who holds the dialogue in a
character not to be mistaken. It was quite evident

that, at the speed he proceeded, the young satirist

was in a fair way to make even the metropolis,

like Dumbarton, vulgarly speaking, " too hot for

him ; " to excite enmity where he might have made
friends ; to destroy his temper as well as his

prospects ; and to throw himself a victim under
the Juggernaut wheels of political superstition

without in the slightest degree benefiting the

world, or promoting the cause of freedom and
humanity which lie had so strongly at heart. It is

always a dangerous gift, yet one almost inseparable

from genius of a lofty or sensitive kind, to feel

acutely the wrongs inflicted on mankind by their

ruthless oppressors, who, in the estimation of these

modern censors, build up their mighty monarchies,

their princely state and fortunes, upon the broad
enduring basis of the servile ignorance and super-

stition of man. It is not long, however, before

many of these young enthusiasts and patriots of the
day see reason to change, if not their opinions, at

least the expression of them, and joining the large

and popular train of Mr. Worldly Wiseman, defeat

the intentions of the " great Leviathan, " to devour
them entirely alive. This was the step which the
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friends of the warm-hearted and susceptible poet

—

for it was then the poetry of life with him—were
anxious for him to adopt, early rather than late ;

but with the generous disregard which marks the

youth of every man of sterling genius or talent, as

it had already distinguished the boy " with the stane

in his pouch," Smollett turned a deaf ear to the

repeated remonstrances addressed to him. He was
at the same time aware of the danger and obloquy
attending the course he pursued ; of the resentment

his attacks might occasion in the bosom of indi-

viduals : but he still persevered in " his open assaults

upon vice and foil}
-," and rejecting all considerations

of prudence, never hesitated to launch his arrows
against the faults of public men, from the fear of

making private enemies.

The next composition of which we hear was an
opera, showing, at all events, the versatility of the

author's powers, if not his exquisite art in this

species of composition. It was entitled " Alceste,"

and written for Mr. Rich, of Covent Garden ; but,

as in former instances, a misunderstanding took

place between the author and the manager, and it

was neither acted nor published. The music was
composed by Handel, who, on finding that no use

was likely to be made of it, very economically

adapted it to Dryden's lesser " Ode for St. Cecilia's

Day."

—

Hawkins's History of Music, Vol. I. p. 28.

By no means encouraged to persevere in the

dramatic line by this result, our poet had again re-

course to his satirical weapons, possibly not in the

best temper, and gave to the ungrateful world his

" Reproof," a satire, also in quarto, intended as a

second part to his former, and composed, if any-

thing, with increased vigour and acrimony. Ex-
tending his severity of criticism from the Govern-
ment to its subordinates, he fell upon the army
itself, " fierce as ten Quixotes, terrible as Sancho,"

against the windmills or the lions. He lashed with

becoming love of discipline (for the arm)* then was
assuredly fair game) the whole pack of military

dastards, contractors, usurers, gamblers, poetasters,

pimps, &c. &c. ; held up to derision the unpopular
general of that time

—

"The vanquish'd knight, who triumph'd in his trial"

—

Sir John Cope ; and exposed the farce of the

public Board of Inquiry, which acquitted him, in a
strain of mock allegorical sarcasm and invective,

that, if put into a plain dress, could not have been
exceeded. The army, indeed, was admirable food

for satire, and the temptation was not to be resisted

by a talent like Smollett's. Neither was his recent

quarrel with Rich forgotten, who figures in his
" keen iambics " as the king of showmen, famous
only for his art of exhibiting " tawdry and tinsel

"

with peculiar effect :

—

"Fraught with the spirit of a Gothic monk,
Let Rich with dullness and devotion drunk,
Enjoy the peal so barbarous and loud,
While his brain pours new monsters on the crowd."

Reproof.

The manager, however, was by this time pretty well

proof against the missiles of disappointed authors ;

he had been well seasoned by Pope, and Young, and
Fielding, and had gradually got a scaly hide as

hard as any rhinoceros. Nor was his enmity less

ferocious if his unwieldy strength was once roused

;

for, like his contemporary, Walpole, in the ministry,

he loved to slumber and lave his enormous sides in

all the scum and dirt of his theatrical Nile, spirting

Izis foul corruptions all abroad, and keeping decent

and creditable people, with any regard for clean

hands, at a respectful distance. In thus incon-

siderately attacking " the great" and powerful, the

butts rather than the patrons of genius in that cor-

rupt day, Smollett was much, if not justly, blamed

by his friends, at that very time assiduously engaged

in attempting to bring forth his tragedy, when he

was still comparatively unknown, and often upon

the verge of penury, but still undismayed, and

proudly scorning patronage.

At the same time, with the imprudence so charac-

teristic of young authors, and so productive of

most of their calamities,— in the midst of this

chivalrous war, a crusade of authorship against

managers and ministers,—Smollett, who had main-

tained a regular correspondence with the pretty

Miss Lascelles, now married her, upon the rich

expectancy of some 3000/. of slave property in

Jamaica. The marriage ceremony took place in

London ; and with the poet's slender resources,

it was perhaps an experiment not altogether

judicious ; and in as far as founded upon the

lady's expectancies, almost sure to prove, as it did,

a source of vexation and uneasiness. In many
respects the union was not a happy one ; nor per-

haps improved by the circumstance ofher possessing

a small property, inadequate for married persons to

appear with respectability, yet tending to create a

sense of dependence on the husband's side, though

it is recorded that she was a person of amiable dis-

position, and an elegant mind. With the same love

of display that in exactly similar circumstances

impelled Fielding, our author took a genteel house,

and lived in a style agreeable to his disposition rather

than his finances, in full expectation of receiving

the fortune that belonged to his wife. Instead of

this, however, he had to sustain a long and litigious

suit, which swallowed up the greater part, leaving

a trifling residue, which ill provided for the wants

of a delicate wife with an impaired constitution, and
debts incurred upon the hopes of receiving an ample

dower.
Smollett was thus once more compelled to have

recourse to his pen, and in the year 1748 he pub-

lished his " Adventures of Roderick Random," in

two vols. 12mo., of which the nearest model, per-

haps, is to be found in the historical novel of Gil

Bias. It is not exceeding the bounds of just praise

to observe that it is hardly less replete with true

humour and entertainment. It had a quick and
very extensive sale, and at once brought him what

he had long and vainly been in pursuit of—money
and reputation.

It is evident that many of the adventures in this

delightful novel were borrowed from the events of

the author's own life, and the characters from per-

sons with whom he was well acquainted. That of

Squire Gawky was taken from the life, and Captains

Oakum and Whiffle were well known in the par-

ticular vicinities which he has described. Roderick

himself is often placed in circumstances not dis-

similar to those in which Smollett found himself

;

but other incidents are so very different, that he was
justified in believing that the application would
never be made. For instance, the father of the

hero is met by the son in the West Indies, while

the father of the author had long ceased to exist.

Roderick was an only child ; Smollett had both a

brother and a sister. The mother of Random had
a brother, a lieutenant in the navy, one of the chief

characters ; but Smollett had no uncle in the navy,
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and in the same way there are innumerable in-

stances to show that the subject is scarcely worth

mention, when the real and the feigned are so

intimately interwoven as to reduce it wholly to a

matter of conjecture. Miss Lascelles is said to

have sat for the portrait of Narcissa.

It has been seen that Smollett early resented the

dictatorial conduct of patrons and managers, and
in the story of Melopoyn, the severe strictures

upon Lacy and Garrick, under the characters of

Brayer and Marmozet, seem to confirm the general

opinion then current, that Melopoyn's tragedy and
the indignant critic's was the same. As if farther

to retaliate upon them, and prove to the world the

erroneous judgment they had formed of his pro-

ductions, he published in 1749 his drama of the
" Regicide," which, after rejection, had been exposed

to the censure ofthe small fry of dramatic censors, and
treated without any mercy. It was brought out by
subscription, was successful, and is said to have
realized for the author something considerable. The
result of this appeal to the supreme court of public

opinion must have been exceedingly gratifying to

Smollett, if we may judge from the extreme bit-

terness with which he reiterates in his preface the

complaints before made in Roderick Random
against patronizing insolence and the duplicity

of managers. " I and my production," he says,
" were introduced to a late patentee, of courteous

memory, who found means to amuse me a whole
season, and then declared it impracticable to bring

it on till next year, advising me to make my ap-

plication more early in the winter, that we might
have time to effect such alterations as might be
thought necessary for its successful appearance on
the stage. But I did not find my account in fol-

lowing this wholesome advice, for to me he was
always less and less at leisure. In short, after

sundry promises and many evasions, in the course

of which he practised upon me the whole art of

procrastination, I demanded his final answer with
such obstinacy and warmth, that he could no longer
resist my importunity, and refused my tragedy in

plain terms. Not that he mentioned any material
objection to the piece itself, but seemed to fear that

my interest was not sufficient to support it in the
representation, atfirming that no dramatic compo-
sition, however perfect, could succeed with an
English audience by its own merit, but must en-
tirely depend upon a faction raised in its behalf."

It is evident from the foregoing that the young
dramatist had just cause of complaint as regarded
want of openness and sincerity at the outset on the

part of the manager ; but it is equally clear that his

warmth and impetuosity hurried him into accusa-
tions equally unjust, and which he could not support
against men like Garrick and Lord Lyttleton ; and
that he afterwards regretted having made use of
such expressions appeared from his desire of atoning
for them by the sketch he gave of the characters
of both those eminent men in his " Complete
History of England."

—

Scolfs Life, p. 129.

Upon his return from the West Indies, Smollett
had resumed his practice as a surgeon, and finally

took out his diploma, granted by the Marischal
college of Aberdeen, dated 1750, and set up as a
regular professional man.* He was not, however,
successful in his new career ; of an impatient temper

* He also published an Essay on the External Use of
Water, with remarks upon the method of using the mineral
waters at Bath.

and independent spirit, he was too deficient in little

arts, and in patience and adaptation of manner, to

bear with the foibles and caprices of individuals.

"He failed," says his most recent and enlightened

biographer (Sir W. Scott), "to render himself

agreeable to his female patients
;
certainly not from

want of address or figure, for both were remark-

ably pleasing ; but more probably by a hasty im-

patience of listening to petty complaints, and a

want of sympathy with the lamentations of those

who laboured under no real indisposition. It is re-

markable that although very many, perhaps the

greatest number of successful medical men, have

assumed a despotic authority over their patients

after their character was established, few or none

have risen to pre-eminence in practice who used

the same want of ceremony in the commencement
oftheir career. Perhaps, however, Dr. Smollett was
too soon discouraged, and abandoned prematurely

a profession in which success is proverbially slow."

In the summer of 1750, Smollett made a tour

to Paris, where he had the advantage of studying

life and character on a new and more extended

scene, that capital being the resort ofthe fashionable

and the learned
; people, indeed, of all ranks and

professions, and from every part of Europe. He
was accompanied in his excursions in the vicinity

by his friend Dr. Moore, himself an author of cele-

brity, who has left us an interesting account of his

eccentric companion, and his no less amusing re-

marks. " The painter," he says, " whom Smollett

afterwards typified under the name of Pallet,

was in the capital of France at that time. This

man used to declaim with rapture on the subject

of virtu, and as Smollett declared, often used the

following expression :
' Paris is very rich in the

arts : London is a Goth, and Westminster a Vandal,

compared to Paris.' This preference, with the pert

manners of the man, disgusted Smollett, and he
exhibited Pallet in his adventures of ' Peregrine

Pickle.' What would be more difficult to justify

is, his having glanced at the character of the late

Dr. Akenside, in his description of the physician

in the same performance. I have been told that

Smollett's pique at him arose from some reflections

Akenside had thrown out against Scotland after

his return from Edinburgh, where he had studied.

However inexpiable such an offence may appear

in the eyes of a young Caledonian, the world in

general will think it highly blamable to have given

any grounds for the application of so ridiculous a

character as the physician in ' Peregrine,' to a man
of so much genius and real worth as Dr. Akenside.
This character, however, is contrasted in the most
laughable manner, with the portraits of Pallet and
Jolter ; and in the entertainment after the manner
of the ancients, given by the physician to a French
marquis, an Italian count, and a German baron,

Smollett displays equal erudition and humour."
Dr. Moore s Life of Smollett, vol. i. p. 124.

Though an accurate observer of nature and
human character, and possessing acute penetration,

Smollett, in common with most of his countrymen,
imbibed prejudices against the French, from which
he was never afterwards entirely free ; so deeply,

perhaps, had the original of Pallet wounded his

self-love and nationality. He never attained the
power of speaking their language with facility,

which prevented him from mixing in their society,

and deciding from personal knowledge and experi-
ence upon their character.
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It was about this period that Smollett hegan to

attain that high rank and that splendid reputation
as a man of wit and letters, to which his native
genius, his talents and extensive knowledge fully

entitled him ; and from this time we hear little of
his virulent attacks and personal satires ; he felt

that he had won by his own efforts the position at

which he aimed, and the angry spirit of neglected
and disappointed merit became hushed. Thus in

his second edition of Peregrine Pickle, he omitted
numerous invectives of the bitterest kind, which
had found a place in the first ; and he used the
pruning knife in other respects with no sparing
hand. The strictures upon Lyttleton and Fielding,
the latter of whom he had upbraided for his de-
pendence on the great patron's bounty, were wholly
cancelled; and he attempted to recall every thing
he had written against them and others from a
similar spirit of disappointed authorship. He had
ridiculed the celebrated Monody on the Death of his

Wife, by the poet-statesman, in a burlesque ode
" On the Death of my Grandmother," for which
no excuse can be pleaded unless it be his irresistible

love of ridicule and of practical jesting—a foible

which seems to have been born with him, and to

have still impelled him, from the time when he picked
quarrels with his school-mates, for the mere love of
the thing, always, like the idle urchin he once was,

to carry a "stone in his pouch." In the first edition

of Peregrine Pickle, there are numbers of those
p<TM»nal adventures and odd tricks s,, inherent in

his constitution, but which, with growing reputation
and emolument, he was careful to erase from the

second. He describes Lyttleton, whose character
and poetry he treated with equal disrespect, as the
famous Gosling Scrag, Esq., son and heir of Sir

Marmaduke Scrag, who seats himself in the chair

of judgment, and gives sentence upon the authors
of the age. " I should be glad to know on what
pretensions to genius this predominance is founded?
Do a few flimsy odes, barren epistles, pointless

epigrams, and the superstitious suggestions of a
half-witted enthusiast, entitle him to that eminent
rank he maintains in the world of letters ? or did
he acquire the reputation of a wit by a repetition

of trite invectives against a minister, conveyed in a

theatrical cadence, accompanied with the most
ridiculous gestures, before he believed it was his

interest to desert his master and renounce his

party. I never saw him open his mouth in public,

I never heard him speak in private conversation,
without recollecting and applying these two lines

in Pope's Dunciad

:

' Dulness, delighted, eyed the lively dunce,
Rememb'ring she herself was Dulness once

'

And Lyttleton 's longregard and friendship forField-
ing,which our author considers interested patronage,
is contemptuously alluded to in a recommendation to

a young author to feed the vanity of Gosling Scrag,
Esq. " I advise Mr. Spondy to give him the refusal of
this pastoral; and who knows but he may have
the good fortune of being listed in the number of
his benefactors, in which case he may in process of
time be provided for in the customs or the church

;

and when he is inclined to marry his own cook-
maid, his gracious patron may condescend to give
the bride away ; and may finally settle him in his

old age as a trading Westminster Justice."

—

Pere-
grine Pickle, Ed. 1757, p. 123.

In the Adventures of Ferdinand Count Fathom,

Smollett had in view a strong moral purpose,—the
exposure of vices belonging to a class rather than
to an individual; and by this representation in one,

of the hypocrisy, licentiousness, and oppression of
the many, to hold them up to public odium and con-
tempt. He observed the same historical arrange-
ment which he had adopted in his former romances

;

and so far from its having been in his contemplation
to give a model for imitation, as he was accused of
by his detractors, in the characters of his heroes,
his object was to warn and to deter ; in imitation, in

fact, of Le Sage, to lead a young man through a
variety of scenes, and put him into situations which
afford the writer opportunities of exhibiting human
nature in interesting points of view, of agitating

the passions, of amusing the imagination, and of
instructing the understanding of the reader. At
the same time, the Adventures of Count Fathom
present a complete picture of human depravity ; as
if in addition to their revolting character, the author
had wished to show how far his peculiar humour
and genius could carry him, combined with a moral
object, to which he himself refers in his preface

to this singular and most unenviable production.
" But while we do justice," observes his excellent

biographer, Sir W. Scott, " to the author's motives,

we are obliged to deny the validity of his reasoning.

To a reader of a good disposition and well-regulated
mind, the picture of moral depravity presented in

the character of Count Fathom, is a disgusting

pollution of the imagination. To those, on the

other hand, who hesitate on the brink of meditated
iniquity, it is not safe to detail the arts by which
the ingenuity of villany has triumphed in former
instances ; and it is well known that the publication

of the real account of uncommon crimes, although
attended by the public and infamous punishment
of the perpetrators, has often had the effect of

stimulating others to similar actions. To some
unhappy minds it may occur as a sort of extenua-
tion of the crime which they meditate, that even if

they carry their purpose, their guilt will fall far

short of what the author has ascribed to his fic-

titious character ; and there are other imaginations

so ill-regulated, that they catch infection from
stories of wickedness, and feel an insane impulse to

emulate and to realize the pictures of villany, which
are embodied in such narratives as those of Zeluco
and Count Fathom."

There is undoubtedly much truth, as well as deep
knowledge of life and human nature in these ob-

servations, though it may at the same time be
observed, that if the most serious warnings, and
the most fearful examples are not only thrown
away upon a few of the most hardened and de-

praved, but even incite them to worse crimes, it by
no means follows, that the effect is the same upon
the generality of offenders of a minor stamp, and
that they may not, upon the whole, be productive of

more good than evil.

" Considering, however," continues his biographer,
" the plan and tendency of the work, it is impos-

sible to deny our applause to the wonderful know-
ledge of life and manners which is evinced in the

tale of Count Fathom, as much as in any of Smol-
lett's works. The horrible adventure in the hut of

the robbers is a tale of natural terror which rises

into the sublime ; and though often imitated, has

never yet been surpassed, or perhaps equalled. In
Count Fathom also is found the first candid attempt

to do justice to a calumniated race. The benevo-
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lent Jew of Cumberland had his prototype in the

worthy Israelite, whom Smollett has introduced

with very great effect into the history of Fathom."—Biographical Memoirs, Sfc.

It is always interesting to observe the different

views of distinguished writers regarding the same
subject, and it may be remarked that another of

his biographers, the ingenious author of Zeluco,

takes precisely opposite ground, and considers that

much of the merit of this work consists in its

masterly exhibition of human depravity. " Inde-

pendent of any inclination he may have to justify

Dr. Smollett, it would not be thought surprising

that the author of Zeluco should be eager to refute

such an inference, if he imagined it could be
made by any but the most superficial observers of

human nature
;
by those who, while they urge it,

must admit that Shakespeare was the wickedest of

mankind ; and not to mention a thousand other in-

stances, that the author of the Night Thoughts must
have been one of the most revengeful men that ever

the world produced ; for who ever delineated charac-

ters more wicked than Richard and Macbeth, orwho
ever conceived one more revengeful than Zanga ?"

That Smollett was himself aware of the tendency
of this popular opinion as likely to be injurious to

his work, appears from the remarks prefixed to it

in his preface ; but we do not think that either the

author or his friend Dr. Moore say much to in-

validate the strength of Sir W. Scott's arguments
upon the subject. "To relieve the mind," farther

observes Dr. Moore, " from the continued horror
which a series of vicious actions would create, the

work is varied by scenes of humour, by animated
and picturesque descriptions, and by incidents of

melting tenderness. Of the first, however, the

doctor has been more sparing in Ferdinand Fathom
than in either of his preceding novels ; but his

description of a land-storm when benighted in a
forest, and the transactions at a cottage frequented
by a band of murderers, are exquisitely calculated

for exciting that species of horror which is so

interesting to many readers ; but in what he de-
nominates a midnight pilgrimage to Monimia's
tomb, it must be acknowledged that the pathetic

effect is greatly diminished by the romantic im-
probability of the incidents."

—

Dr. Moore's Life.

Soon after the appearance of this novel, Smollett's

habitual hastiness of temper involved him in an
unpleasant affair with a person of the name of

Gordon. He had been assisted, and even snatched
from ruin by the anthor's kindness ; he had even
become bond for him to an inconvenient amount,
taking advantage of which the wretch threw him-
self into court, set all his creditors at defiance, and
treated his benefactor with so much impertinence
as to irritate him into giving him a sound beating.

Gordon brought his action ; and his counsel, the

Hon. Hume Campbell, from secret enmity to poor
Smollett, made the most exaggerated statement,
which had not, however, the effect of imposing
upon the jury, by whom he was acquitted. So
strongly, nevertheless, did Smollett resent the abuse
heaped upon him by the learned counsel, that he
entrusted to a friend a letter, demanding adequate
reparation for the injurious treatment he had re-

ceived by an instant apology from Mr. Campbell.
But Mr. Mackercher very sensibly, perhaps, does
not appear to have forwarded it to its destination,

for in a few days Smollett again addresses the
abusive counsellor as follows :

—

" I have waited several days in hope of receiving

from you an acknowledgment touching those harsh,

unjustifiable, and let me add, unmannerly expres-

sions which you annexed to my name in the Court
of King's Bench, when you opened the cause

depending between me and Peter Gordon ; and as

I do not find that you have discovered the least

inclination to retract what you said to my prejudice,

I have taken this method to refresh your memory,
and to demand such satisfaction as a gentleman,
injured as I am, has a right to claim.

" The business of a counsellor is, I apprehend,

to investigate the truth in behalf of his client; but

surely he has no privilege to blacken and asperse

the character of the other party without any regard
to veracity or decorum. That you assumed this

unwarrantable privilege in commenting upon your
brief, I believe you will not pretend to deny, when
I remind you of those peculiar flowers of elocu-

tion which you poured forth on that notable occa-

sion. First of all, in order to inspire the court with

horror and contempt for the defendant, you gave
the jury to understand that you did not know this

Dr. Smollett ; and indeed, his character appeared in

such a light from the facts contained in your brief,

that you never should desire to know him. I should

be glad to learn of what consequence it could be to

the cause whether you did or did not know the

defendant, or whether you had or had not an in-

clination to be acquainted with him ? Sir, this was
a pitiful personality, calculated to depreciate the

character of a gentleman to whom you was a
stranger, merely to gratify the rancour and malice
of an abandoned fellow who had feed you to speak
in his cause. Did I ever, seek your acquaintance,

or court your protection^? I had been informed,

indeed, that you was a lawyer of some reputation,

and when the suit commenced would have retained

you for that reason, had not I been anticipated by
the plaintiff ; but far from coveting your ac-

quaintance, I never dreamed of exchanging a word
with you on that or any other subject

;
you might

therefore have spared your invidious declaration,

until I had put it in your power to mortify me with a

repulse, which, upon my honour, would never have
been the case, were you a much greater man than
you really are. Yet this was not the only expedient
you used to prepossess the jury against- me. You
was hardy enough to represent me as a person
devoid of all humanity and remorse ; as a barbarous
ruffian, who, in a cowardly manner, had, with two
associates as barbarous as myself, called a peaceable
gentleman out of his lodgings, an<$ assaulted him
in the dark, with intent to murder.' Such an horrid
imputation, publicly fixed upon a person whose
innocence you could hardly miss to know, is an
outrage for which, I believe, I might find reparation
from the law itself, notwithstanding your artful

manner of qualifying the expression by saying,

provided the facts can be proved. This low subter-

fuge may, for aught I know, screen you from a
prosecution at law, but can never acquit you in that

court which every man of honour holds in his own
breast. I say, you must have known my innocence,
from the weakness of the evidence which you pro-

duced, and with which you either was, or ought to

have been previously acquainted, as well as from
my general character and that of my antagonist,

which it was your duty to have learned. I will

venture to say, you did know my character, and in

your heart believed me incapable of such brutality
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as you laid to my charge. Surely I do not over- !

rate my own importance in affirming that I am not

so obscure in life as to have escaped the notice of
Mr. Hume Campbell ; and I will be bold enough to

challenge him and the whole world to prove one
instance in which my integrity was called, or at least

left in question. Have not I, therefore, reason to

suppose that, in spite of your own internal convic- I

tion, you undertook the cause of a wretch, whose
ingratitude, villany, and rancour are, I firmly be-
lieve, without example in this kingdom ; that you
magnified a slight correction bestowed by his

benefactor, in consequence of the most insolent

provocation, into a deliberate and malicious scheme
of assassination ; and endeavoured, with all the

virulence of defamation, to destroy the character,

and even the life of an injured person, who, as well

as yourself, is a gentleman, by birth, education, and
profession. In favour of whom, and in consequence
of what, was all this zeal manifested, all this slander
exhausted, and all this scurrility discharged ? Your
client, whom you dignified with the title of Esquire,

and endeavoured to raise to the same footing with
me in point of station and character, you knew to

be an abject miscreant, whom my compassion and
humanity had lifted from the most deplorable scenes

of distress ; whom I had saved from imprisonment
and ruin ; whom I had clothed and fed for a series

of years ; whom I had occasionally assisted with
my purse, credit, and influence. You knew, or
ought to have known, that, after having received a
thousand marks of my benevolence, and prevailed

upon me to endorse notes for the support of his

credit, he withdrew himself into the verge of the

court, and took up his habitation in a paltry ale-

house, where he not only set me and the rest of his

creditors at defiance, but provoked me, by scurrilous

and insolent letters and messages, to chastise him
in such a manner as gave him a handle for this

prosecution, in which you signalized yourself as his

champion, for a very honourable consideration.

There is something so palpably ungrateful, per-

fidious, and indeed diabolical, in the conduct of the

prosecutor, that, even in these degenerate days, I

wonder how he could find an attorney to appear in

his behalf. O temporal O mores ! After having
thus sounded the trumpet of obloquy in your pre-

amble, and tortured every circumstance of the

plaintiff's evidence to my detriment and dishonour,

you attempted to subject me to the ridicule of the

court, by asking a question of my first witness,

which had no more relation to the cause than if

you had desired to know the name of his grand-
mother. What title had you to ask of a tradesman
if he knew me to be an author? 'What affinity had
this question with the circumstances of the assault?

Was not this foreign to the purpose ? Was it not

impertinent, and proposed with a view to put me
out of countenance, and to raise the laugh of the

spectators at my expense ? There, indeed, you was
disappointed, as you frequently are in those little

digressive efforts by which you make yourself re-

markable. Though I do not pretend to possess that

superlative degree of effrontery by which some
people make a figure at the bar, I have assurance
enough to stand the mention of my works without

blushing, especially when I despise the taste, and
scorn the principles of him who would turn them
to my disgrace. You succeeded, however, in one
particular ; I mean, in raising the indignation of

jny witness ; of which you took all imaginable

advantage, puzzling, perplexing, and brow-beating

him with such artifice, eagerness, and insult, as

overwhelmed him with confusion, and had well

nigh deprived me of the benefit of his evidence.

Luckily for me, the next gentleman who was called

confirmed what the other had swore, and proved to

the satisfaction of judge and jury, and even to

your own conviction, that this terrible deliberate

assassination was no more than a simple blow given

to a rascal after repeated provocation, and that of

the most flagrant kind ; that no advantage was
taken in point of weapons ; and that two drabs,

whom they had picked up for the purpose, had
affirmed upon oath a downright falsehood, with a

view to blast my reputation. You yourself was so

conscious of this palpable detection, that you en-

deavoured to excuse them by a forced explanation,

which, you may depend upon it, shall not screen

them from a prosecution for perjury. I will not

say, that this was like patronizing a couple of

gypsies who had forsworn themselves, consequently

forfeited all title to the countenance, or indeed for-

bearance of the court : but this I will say, that

your tenderness for them was of a piece with your

whole behaviour to me, which I think was equally

insolent and unjust ; for granting that you had
really supposed me guilty of an intended assassina-

tion before the trial began, you saw me in the

course of evidence acquitted of that suspicion, and

heard the judge insist upon my innocence in his

charge to the jury, who brought in their verdict

accordingly. Then, sir, you ought in common
justice to have owned yourself mistaken, or to have

taken some other opportunity of expressing your

concern for what you had said to my disadvantage;

though even such an acknowledgment would not

have been a sufficient reparation, because before

my witnesses were called, many persons left the

court with impressions to my prejudice, conceived

from the calumnies which they heard you espouse

and encourage. On the whole, you opened the

trial with such hyperbolical impetuosity, and con-

ducted it with such particular bitterness and ran-

cour, that everybody perceived you was more than

ordinarily interested ; and I could not divine the

mysterious bond of union that attached you to

Peter Gordon, Esq., until you furnished me with a

key to the whole secret, by that strong emphasis

with which you pronounced the words, Ferdinand

Count Fathom. Then I discovered the source of v our

good-will towards me, which is no other than the

history of a law-suit inserted in that performance,

where the author takes occasion to observe, that

the counsel behaved like men of consummate
abilities in their profession ;

exerting themselves

with equal industry, eloquence, and erudition, in

their endeavours to perplex the truth, brow-beat

the evidence, puzzle the judge, and mislead the

jury. Did any part of this character come home
to vour own conscience ? or did you resent it as a

sarcasm levelled at the whole bench without dis-

tinction ? I take it for granted this must have

been the origin of your enmity to me ; because

I can recollect no other circumstance in my con-

duct by which I could incur the displeasure of a
man whom I scarce knew by sight, and with whom
I never had the least dispute, or indeed concern.

If this was the case, you pay a very scurvy com-
pliment to your own integrity, by fathering a

character which is not applicable to any honest

man, and give the world a handle to believe that
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our courts of justice stand greatly in need of refor-

mation. Indeed, the petulance, license, and buf-

foonery of some lawyers in the exercise of their

function, is a reproach upon decency, and a scandal

to the nation ; and it is surprising that the judge,

who represents his Majesty s person, should suffer

such insults upon the dignity of the place. But
whatever liberties of this kind are granted to the

counsel, no sort of freedom, it seems, must be

allowed to the evidence, who, by the by, are of

much more consequence to the cause. You will

take upon you to divert the audience at the expense
of a witness, by impertinent allusions to some parts

of his private character and affairs ; but if he pre-

tends to retort the joke, you insult, abuse, and
bellow against him as an impudent fellow who fails

in his respect to the court. It was in this manner
you behaved to my first witness, whom you first

provoked into a passion by injurious insinuations
;

secondly, took an advantage of the confusion which
you had entailed upon him ; and lastly, you insulted

him as a person who had shuffled in his evidence.

This might have been an irreparable injury to the

character of a tradesman, had not he been luckily

known to the whole jury, and many other persons

in court, as a man of unquestioned probity and
credit. Sir, a witness has as good a title as you
have to the protection of the court ; and ought to

have more, because evidence is absolutely necessary
for the investigation of truth; whereas the aim of

a lawyer is often to involve it in doubt and ob-

scurity. Is it for this purpose you so frequently

deviate from the point, and endeavour to raise the

mirth of the audience with flat jokes and insipid

similes ? or, have you really so miserably mistaken
your own talents, as to set up for the character of
a man of humour? For my own part, were I dis-

posed to be merry, I should never desire a more
pregnant subject of ridicule than your own ap-
pearance and behaviour ; but as I am at present in

a very serious mood, I shall content myself with
demanding adequate reparation for the injurious

treatment I have received at your hands ; otherwise
I will in four days put this letter in the press, and
yon shall hear in another manner—not from a
ruffian and an assassin—but from an injured gentle-

man, who is not ashamed of subscribing himself."

—

Europ. Mag. vol. v.

There is every reason to conclude, from a variety

of circumstances, that Smollett, as the injured party,

received a due apology, and came off with honour in

this, to him of all men, exceedingly irritating and
vexatious affair. His spirited and decided conduct,

the perseverance of his friend Mackercher, whose
obligations to the Doctor* rendered him a warm
advocate—as bold and obstreperous as the coun-
sellor himself—added to his public appeal and
the cessation of the correspondence, justify us in

the supposition that the author received what he
considered the reparation which one gentleman is

bound to make to another, for injurious aspersions
cast upon him, like those so lavishly bestowed by the
Honourable Alexander H. Campbell.

Subsequent to the publication of Count Fathom
the literary connexions of the author became greatly

extended: he had offers from different booksellers,

* This is proved by the following extract from one of
Smollett's letters:—"I am much mortilied that my rascally
situation will not at present permit me to semi more than the
trifle enclosed, as nothing could give me more pleasure than
an opportunity of showing with how much friendship and
esteem I am," &c.

—

European Magazine, vol. v.

and, with " the pen of a ready writer," he reaped

the substantial fruits of his fame, and found the

great men of " the trade" both more generous and
more remunerative patrons than lords and princes.

The great " props and pillars" of the literature of

that time, the Tonsons, the Lintots, the Millars,

and the Cadells, followed by the Johnsons and the

Bobinsons, had created a new epoch in the diffusion

of art and letters,—innumerable editions of standard

works were exhausted ;
comparative fortunes were

realized by authors as well as by booksellers ; and the

wealth and reputation of the great London houses

were then established. The temper of the Doctor,

however, was not very favourable either for co-

partnership, or for making over the entire copy-

right of his works, though it had doubtless been the

most judicious plan—for he might safely have en-

trusted his fortune and his future success and

celebrity in the hands of those so deeply interested in

promoting them. Hepreferred, however,in 1755, to

publish his translation of the celebrated novel of Cer-

vantes upon his own account; encouraged by aliberal

subscription, which had even exceeded his expecta-

tions. He executed his great task—for such it

really was—with more spirit and ability than

fidelity ; he endeavoured, as he himself states, to

retain the ideas without strictly adhering to the

literal expressions of the original ; from which he

has not so far deviated, however, as to destroy that

formality of idiom so peculiar to the Spaniards, and

so essential to the character of the work. But it is

not either as a biographer or a learned commentator

of Cervantes that the genius of Smollett was at all

calculated to shine ; both previous and subsequent

editors have done ample justice to that portion of

the subject, and none with more taste, discrimina-

tion, and sound judgment, than the last editor* of

Motteux's excellent and faithful version of this in-

imitable and immortal work. The chief merit of

the new translator, who, we should remember,
followed men of no mean learning and powers,

—

Shelton, Motteux, and Jarvis,—consists in the

happy manner in which he has transfused the spirit

of Cervantes, and contrived to keep up the humour
of the respective characters and scenes by adopting

only the air and manner, finding corresponding

idioms, proverbs, and phrases, and thus giving to

it much of the grace and attraction of an original

production. He indeed possessed these requisites

in a high degree ; and though he had not the ad-

vantages of having travelled in the country, or of a

close or critical knowledge of the language, it is

wonderful how successful he has been in mastering

difficulties of every kind, in particular as regarded

obsolete customs, provincial manners, and turns of

expression, made use of by Sancho and some other

characters, and for which the hero himself, deeply

read as he was in the literature and language of

his country, was at times compelled to ask an ex-

planation from his squire. Nearly all his bio-

graphers and annotators, including Tytler and the

able editor of Motteux, agree in awarding the palm
of excellence to Smollett's version, so far as a fund
of original humour and a versatility of talent, by
which the translator could accommodate his style to

almost every speciesof writing, have the advantage.

* This excellent edition was published by the distinguished
author of Valerius, Reginald Dalton and Adam Blair; him-
self an enlightened critic, as well as an excellent Spanish
scholar. His inimitable version of the Spanish Ballads dis-

plays as much genius and vigour of imagination as this

edition of the Don Quixote learning and research.
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Immediately upon the completion of this labori-

ous task, the author relaxed for a season from his

multifarious pursuits, and made an excursion into

Scotland to visit his mother, an act of filial duty which
he had for some time intended to perform. He
found her at his sister's, Mrs. Telfer's, at Scotston,

where he spent some time ; revived his old connex-
ions, and, in many pleasant walks and rides, laid in

a good stock of health to stand a second London
bookseller's campaign ; a work that, in the hands of
an active, ardent writer like the Doctor, would not

ill grace one of the twelve labours of Hercules. We
are told by Dr. Moore, that on first being shown
into the room to his mother, Mrs. Telfer, his sister,

introduced him as a gentleman just arrived from
the West Indies, who was well acquainted with her
son. The Doctor humoured the conceit, putting on
a serious countenance, quite foreign to his own ; but
happening once to smile, his mother instantly

sprung from her chair, and throwing her arms
round him—•" Ah, my son, my son ! then I have
found you at last !" She confessed at the same
time that if he had retained his solemn look and
continued " to gloom," she could not possibly have
detected him, but that " his old roguish smile be-

trayed him in a moment."
Previous to his return to London, Smollett visited

different parts of Scotland, and spent two days with

Dr. Moore at Glasgow, sought out his old com-
panions, and visited the spots long before celebrated

for the brilliancy of his juvenile exploits of snow-
balling and throwing stones.

Upon his return to town, Smollett was soon
waited upon by the trade. He was too clever and
indefatigable an ally to be neglected, and among
other offers, he was invited to superintend the

Critical Review, a literary journal, commenced
in 1756, under the auspices of the Tories, in opposi-

tion to the Monthly Review undertaken in 1749
by Dr. Griffiths, with directly opposite views, cal-

culated for the support of the Whigs, the low
church, and the dissenters.

Smollett, with his wonted activity, cheerfully un-
dertook his share of editorial duties, and prepared
an address, in conjunction with his colleagues,

which advanced strong claims to impartiality and
independence, followed by the usual string of pro-

fessions upon these occasions, which have become
long since too hacknied to bear repetition, and
which concluded with the comforting assurance that

that work would never, without extreme reluctance,

disapprove even of a bad writer who had the

slightest title to indulgence.

It would be too much to say that Smollett, in his

editorial capacity, acted up to the inviting profes-

sions he had made ; but he conducted the Review
with great ability, and it met with considerable

success. But, as was to be expected, the natural

impatience and irritability of the editor soon broke
through the article of leniency to bad writers ; at

least in the opinion of the latter, who considered

the Doctor's leniency like that of most other doctors,

a very cruel kind of mercy, and which they too

professed that they did not at all understand. It

was a repetition of the Gordon and Campbell case;

and he soon found not only one Campbell in the

field, but more than one dozen, and became involved

in a variety of disputes, more vexatious than remune-
rative or creditable.

Every thing looked smooth and pleasant in the

outset ; but "sweet in the mouth and bitter in the

belly" is a scriptural truth that might well have
been applied to the tempting editorial bait swallowed

by poor Smollett. The same autumn he reaped a

plentiful crop of authors' complaints, who hurled

back " the slings and arrows of outrageous" critics

in double showers on his head, till the air grew dark-

ened, and they fought like true Spartans in the

shade. Even some among the editor's great con-

temporaries, conceiving themselves ill used by the

reviewers, laid the whole blame at Smollett's door,

which had little or no rest— (far off as it was then

at Chelsea)—from the peremptory knocks of the

penny postman— quite sufficient of itself to produce

that nervous irritation and dyspepsy under which
he subsequently laboured. The greatest writers of

the day soon added their war-song to the general

chorus of the small fry ; and Smollett's time was in

great part taken up in writing conciliatory letters to

the offending parties. Richardson, in himself a host,

was one of these ; and it would appear from the

following letter, addressed to him by the unfortunate

editor, that the author of Clarissa had intimated to

other parties how little he appreciated the critical

acumen of the Critical.

Chelsea, Aug. 10th, 1756.

Sir,— I was extremely concerned to find myself suspected

of a silly, mean insinuation against Mr. Richardson's writ-

ings, which appeared some time ago in the Critical Review,
and I desired my friend. Mr. Miller, to assure you ill my
name, that it was inserted without my privity or concurrence.

Though you received the explanation with your usual candour,

I think it my duty to corroborate what he has said in my
vindication, by protesting, in the most solemn manner, that

I never once mentioned Mr. Richardson's name with disre-

spect, nor ever reflected upon him or his writings by the most
distant hint or allusion , and that it is impossible I should
ever mention him either as a writer or a man without ex-

pressions of admiration and applause. I am not much
addicted to compliment; but I think such an acknowledgment
is no more than a piece of justice due to that amiable bene-

volence, sublime morality, and surprising intimacy with the

human heart, which must ever be the objects of veneration

among people of good sense and integrity I am very much
obliged to you for your judicious remarks on the plan of my
History, and shall be proud of your advice on any future oc-

casion : in the the mean time I beg leave to profess myself

with the most perfect esteem, Sir, your very humble servant.

Ts. SMOLLETT.

Still he did not allow the " Review" to monopolize

his whole attention ; he prepared, at the expense of

Mr.Dodsley—as well known to fame as most of his

contemporaries—a Compendium of Authentic and

Entertaining Voyages, digested in a chronological

series, the whole exhibiting a clear view of the

customs, manners, religion, government, commerce,

and natural history, of most nations of the known
world ; illustrated with a variety of genuine charts,

maps, plans, heads, &c, in seven volumes, 12mo

—

a very useful and popular compilation for the time,

comprehending all the most interesting facts ; and

an account, written by himself, of the failure of the

expedition to Carthagena. The compiler was also

one of the first who freed this entertaining branch

of history from those heavy and verbose details

which clogged the narrative and perplexed the at-

tention. A narrative thus condensed, and set off in

Smollett's easy and happy style, at once improved

the mind and delighted the imagination by a succes-

sion of interesting incidents and adventures. The
character of Drake, as he has drawn it, presents,

perhaps, one of the best specimens of biographical

taste, and free bold style, and genuine English

spirit, which our language can boast of.

But no editorial ties or literary engagements could

restrain the active mind and warm temperament of

Smollett from re-entering the thorny controversial
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field of politics, and in 1757, a period of national

disaster, he attacked the pusillanimous conduct of

the ministry, which had disgraced the British arms

;

and wrote his comedy of the Reprisal, or the Tars
of Old England, with the view of exciting the

warlike spirit of the nation, and directing its

veneeance against its perfidious foes; an appeal

which, at the present moment, the national spirit

can respond to:—

-

" What heart will fail to glow, what eye to brighten,

"When Britain's wrath arous'd, begins to lighten?
Her thunders roll, her fearless sons advance,
And her red ensigns wave o'er the pale flowers of France ?

Such game our lathers play'd in days of yore,

When Edward's banners fann'd the Gallic shore,

When Howard's arm Eliza's vengeance hurl'd,

And Blake diffus'd her fame around the world

:

Still shall that godlike flame your bosoms fire,

The generous son shall emulate the sire.

Her ancient splendour England shall maintain,
O'er distant realms extend her genial reign,

And rise—the unrivall'd empress of the main."

A reconciliation having taken place hetween
Smollett and the great actor, the comedy was ac-

cepted at Drury Lane, and played witli tolerable

success
;
though, in the opinion of Garrick, now

zealous in the author's cause, not commensurate
with its merit. It was published, however, and
soon became a favourite afterpiece. The prologue,

written with sprightliness and humour, thus alludes

to the different characters in the piece ;

—

" A stout Hibernian and ferocious Scot
Together boil in ourenchanted pot;
To taint these viands w ith the true fumet,
He shreds a musty, vain, French martinet.
This stale ingredient might our porridge mar
Without some acid juice of English tar.

To rouse the appetite the drums shall rattle.

And the dessert shall be a bloodless battle."

The author's new friend.. Garrick, with that spirit

of dramatic chivalry which he always felt when
about to break a lance in favour of a quondam
enemy, achieved the painful exploit of giving
Smollett the sixth night instead of the ninth, as

customary, for his benefit
; exempted him from

payment of the advance for his own expenses ;* and
appeared also on the part of the author in his popu-
lar character of Lusignan, in the tragedy of Zara.
It is pleasant to observe that the breach which
had so long existed between these two distinguished
men was thus entirely made up, and it is honour-
able to Smollett that he subsequently never allowed
any reports circulated to the prejudice of the great
actor to influence his opinion, and understanding
from his friend Derrick that attempts had been
made to injure him in Garrick's opinion, he in-

stantly sat down and wrote the following letter, in
order to remove every doubt and apprehension
from the great actor's mind.
Dear Sir,—In justice to myself, I take the liberty to as-

sure you, that if any person accuses me of having spoken
disrespectfully of Mr. Garrick, of having hinted that he
solicited for my farce, or had interested views in bringing it

forward, he does me wrong, upon the word of a gentleman.
The imputation isaltogetherfal.se and malicious.. Exclusive
of other considerations, I could not. be such an idiot to talk
in that strain, when my own interest required a different sort
of conduct. Perhaps the same insidious methods have been
taken to influence former animosities, which on my part are
forgotten and self-condemned. I must own, you have acted
in this affair of the farce, with that candour, openness, and
cordiality, which even mortified my pride, while they lay me
under the most sensible obligations ; and I shall not rest
satisfied until I have an opportunity to convince Mr. Garrick
that my gratitude is as warm as aDy other of my passions."

* The sum abated in Smollett's favour, according to the
testimony of the late celebrated actor John Kemble, was
ten pounds, the expense in part of the theatre.

The conduct observed upon this occasion was
equally honourable to both parties ; as it would
appear from some passages in the Critical Review,
that Smollett was the first to hold out the hand of
reconciliation by a marked eulogy upon Garrick,
which if not written by him, certainly appeared
with his approbation. It was doubtless intended as

a public retractation; and it was published pre-

vious to the representation of the Reprisal, and
contained some strictures upon the inferior play-

wrights of the day. "We often see this inimitable

actor labouring through five tedious acts to support
a lifeless piece, with a mixture of pity and indigna-
tion, and cannot help wishing there were in this

age, good poets to write for one who so well de-

serves them.
' Quicquid calcaverit hie, rosa fief.'

" He has the art, like the Lydian king, of turn-

ing all that he touches into gold, and can insure

applause to every unfortunate bard, from inimitable

Shakespeare and old Ben, to gentle Neddy Moore,
and the author of Barbarossa."

—

Critical Review,
1756.

It is a well-known truth, that the editorship of
critical journals and reviews is any thing but
favourable to equanimity of temper and mental re-

pose. Smollett was peculiarly exposed to feel the
effects of wielding the thunderbolts with a hasty
and unsparing hand ; he had neither the gravity
nor the forbearance of Jove ; and the gods of the

earth were equally unsparing and uncivil in heap-
ing up hills upon hills, by which to scale his

editorial " sanctum," for he was at no pains to

conceal that he had the chief direction of the
work. He brought a host of dissatisfied authors
upon his head, and among others, Dr. Shebbeare, a
notorious polemic, in himself a host

;
yet with

more boldness than pruder.ee, he had been chas-
tised in the Review for his seditious publications.

Unfortunately for the Doctor, the incensed poli-

tician and pamphleteer suspected Smollett to be the

author, and wrote a fierce reply, entitled The
Occasional Critic, or the Decrees of the Scotch
Tribunal in the Critical Review Rejudged, (8vo.

1757), written with all the gall and more than
the rage of Dennis, without his learning and sin-

cerity. The most unmeasured abuse was heaped
upon the Doctor, and his colleagues indiscriminately
denounced " as Scotch scrubs, rascals, barbers,
tailors, apothecaries, and surgeons' mates,—men
who know no language, not even their own,—for

in fact Scotland never produced any one man
of genius, learning, or integrity."

It would be idle to go into a controversy of this

character, which at the same time was not without
its use, in submitting the hasty and rather violent
temper of the editor to an ordeal of trial, a practice
of patience which could not fail to be of advantage
in checking the too caustic spirit he was apt to in-

dulge. His next controversy was with Dr. Grainger,
an author of a higher character, a man of genius
and a poet

;
who, like all the rest, paid Smollett the

compliment of being the author of the obnoxious
articles, and wrote a smart letter accusing him
roundly of having treated his translation of Tibullus
with unjustifiable severity. Its whole fire was
levelled at the Doctor ; its acrimony was biting in

the extreme ; and among other charges, he attempted
to prove by examples, drawn from such as he termed
the editor's own reviews, that he had violated the
most solemn promises made to the public, alluded
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to him in the most contemptuous terms, and con-

descended even to indulge himself in some reflec-

tions upon the unlucky diminutive (Tohy) of the

Doctor's christian name.

" When Greek meets Greek, then comes the tug of war;"

and so it was with the Doctors, both were at open

war, while they secretly respected each other's

talents, and neither liked to own himself in the

wrong.

"Who shall decide when doctors disagree'"

was a question extremely applicable to this dispute,

happily at times, however, mingled with humorous

reflections and pleasantries between the poet and the

critic ; and it is justly observed by Dr. Anderson,

that the author in the Critical Review, in ridiculing

that playful species of vengeance, was guilty of in-

justice, if he meant to insinuate that his antagonist

could be classed among the dunces of the age. On
the other hand, it was remarked by the reviewer

that the species of wit employed by Dr. Grainger,

however entertaining, was not new, for that others

had played on the cognomen with as much dex-

terity as he had on the prenomen ; that Smollett

had been facetiously converted by that stupendous

genius, Dr. Hill, into small head and small wit;

that the same thought had struck the dunces of a

former age, who had not only punned successfully

on the name of Alexander Pope, but had even

written a poem against him, entitled " Sawney."

It is evident indeed, from all the circumstances

attending this editorship, so inauspicious to his peace,

that Smollett found himself in a most awkward po-

sition as regarded contemporary authors and their

friends ; and in a letter to his old acquaintance, Dr.

Moore, dated 1758, he feelingly deplores the diffi-

culties which he had to encounter, and the prejudice

and injustice excited against him as a Scotchman.

"I have for some time done very little in the Critical

Review. The remarks upon Home's tragedy I

never saw until they were in print ; and as yet I have

not read one line of the Epigoniad. I am told

the work has merit; and I am truly sorry that it

should have been so roughly handled. Notwith-

standing the censures which have been so freely

bestowed upon these and other productions of our

country, the authors of the Critical Review have

been insulted and abused as a Scotch tribunal."

Seldom a month passed without fresh complaints

of the same kind, showing that in his editorial ca-

reer, the Doctor by no means reposed upon a bed of

roses, or sat like Rabelais joking in his easy chair ;

for the abuse he incurred from detected folly or

mortified vanity in authors, were suavity itself

when compared with the rancour of the politician,

and the enmity of low-lived men elevated to high

station. The succession of quarrels which he fell

into would of themselves form an additional volume

to the long series of the industrious Mr. D'Israeli,

though many of them seem, like the Campbell case,

to break off abruptly without coming to any de-

finite termination.

For the last year or two, while engaged upon the

Review, Smollett had been quietly preparing his

Complete History of England, deduced from the

Descent of Julius Caesar, to the Treaty of Aix-la-

Chapelle, in 1748, containing the Transactions of

one thousand three hundred and three years, in four

vols, 4to. He is said to have completed it for the

press in the incredibly short period of fourteen

months ; and with distinguished abilities and un-

wearied application such as he possessed, few tasks

which he chose to impose upon himself, even when
matched against time, were too great for him.

Supposing it to have occupied a year and a half, it

still furnishes one of the most striking instances of

facility of composition upon record, or only sur-

passed perhaps by some examples from the rich

productive genius and versatile talents of Sir

Walter Scott, especially in some of his masterly

biographies and his novels. The History of

England was published in 1758, and was reprinted

the ensuing year in numbers, the weekly sale of

which is said to have amounted to upwards of

12,000, though extending to eleven volumes, each

containing engraved heads. The proprietors of

Rapin's and other histories took the alarm ; they

employed the author's political enemies to detect its

faults, and depreciate its merits ; and he was indus-

triously represented as a partisan, a panegyrist of

the Stuarts, a concealed papist, and, mirabile dictu .'

to crown all, a public prostitute.

An awful paper warfare was now commenced,
and a rich treat was afforded, or at all events the

means of obtaining one, to the tribe of pamphleteers

and reviewers on both sides. The universities also

opened their fire upon the author, in particular a

certain Bachelor of Arts (Thomas Comber), who
laid about him with a most trenchant blade, dealing

his blows with as much indiscriminate rage against

Smollett as his brother Bachelor in Don Quixote,

against the renowned works of chivalry, which he

conceived had turned the poor knight's brain.

Smollett, however, knew how to defend himself,

and w as not in want of advocates, who attempted

to show that he was a professed enemy of the re-

ligion of Rome ; that as an historian, he freely

censured both parties ; that he had praised each oc-

casionally as either was praiseworthy, and written

with such a spirit, resolution, and impartiality, as

no slave to a faction could manifest, as no other

historian of this country ever displayed.

In the following letter to Dr. Moore, (Chelsea,

January 2, 1758),' Smollett himself alludes to the

charge brought against him of having deserted the

Whig principles in which he was educated, which

he answers in a manly and satisfactory manner,

showing that like Whigs of most times, it was they

who had abandoned principles, and he who had
adhered to those which ought to have been theirs

—

to justice, to reason, and to truth. He attempts to

prove that Whigs and trimmers, and sordid knaves,

were the same from the beginning ; and that the

sooner a man got out of their company, the more
honest he was likely to be esteemed. It seems that

poor Smollett soon found out that they belonged to

that genus so wittily denounced by Dryden, as
" those d—ed neuters," so completely sui generis,

that they were " neither flesh nor fowl, nor good
red herring."

" I deferred answering your kind letter until I

should have finished my History, which is now
completed. I was agreeably surprised to hear that

my work had met with any approbation at Glasgow,
for it was not at all calculated for that meridian.

The last volume will, I doubt not, be severely cen-

sured by the west country Whigs of Scotland.

"I desire you will divest yourself of prejudice,

at least as much as you can, before you begin to

peruse it, and consider well the facts before you
pass judgment. Whatever may be its defects, I

protest before God I have, as far as in me lay
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adhered to truth, -without espousing any faction,

though I own I sat down to write with a warm side

to those principles in which I was educated ; but in

the course of my inquiries, some of the Whig mini-

sters turned out such a set of sordid knaves, that I

could not help stigmatizing them for their want of in-

tegrity and sentiment."

—

Moore's Life of Smollett.

In another letter to the same friend, (Chelsea,

April 28th), he again recurs to the subject. "I
some time ago was favoured with yours, which I

should have answered sooner, had I not been ex-

tremely busied in correcting my History for a new
impression. That task is now finished, and the

book, I hope, rendered less unworthy of the public

acceptance. I am much obliged to you for the

generous warmth which you have so often inter-

posed in behalf of my reputation ; of this and of

every other instance of friendship which I have

experienced at your hands, I shall ever retain a

cordial remembrance. I am not so much surprised

at my books meeting with censurers and enemies in

Glasgow, as that it should find any number of'

friends and ' favourers. I speak not of the few

who think like philosophers, abstracted from the

notions of the vulgar. The little petulant familia-

rities of our friend I can forgive, in consideration

of the good-will he has always manifested towards

me and my concerns. He is mistaken, however,

in supposing that I have imbibed priestly notions :

I consider the church not as a religious, but a

political establishment, so minutely interwoven in

our constitution, that the one cannot be detached

from the other, without the most imminent danger

of destruction to both. The use which your friend

makes of the Critical Review is whimsical enough,*

but I shall be glad if he uses it at any rate. I have

not had leisure to do much in that work for some
time past, therefore I hope you will not ascribe the

articles indiscriminately to me, for I am equally

averse to the praise and censure that belong to

other men. Indeed, I am sick of both, and wish

to God my circumstances would allow me to con-

sign my pen to oblivion. I really believe that man-
kind every day grow more and more malicious.

" You will not be sorry to hear that the weekly
sale of the History has increased to above ten thou-

sand : a French gentleman of talent and erudition

has undertaken to translate it into that language,

and I have promised to supply him with corrections."

About the same period, Smollett, who had some
time kept up a degree of intimacy with the cele-

brated Wilkes, took advantage of the interest he
possessed with the politician to do an act of private

kindness and disinterestedness, in procuring the

liberty of Dr. Johnson's servant, Francis Barber,

who had been impressed. The intercession of the

patriot, who evinced a decided partiality for the

North Britons, with the lords commissioners, was
effectual; and it is with pleasure we give the follow-

ing characteristic letter from Bos well's Life of

Johnson, (dated March 16, 1759.)
" I am again your petitioner in favour of that

great Cham of literature, Samuel Johnson. His
black servant, whose name is Francis Barber, has

been pressed on board the Stag frigate, Captain

Angel, and our lexicographer is in great distress ;

he says the boy is a sickly lad, of a delicate frame,

* This friend is stated to have been so much enraged with
gome articles in the Review, that he ordered a copy to

be sent to him for the sole purpose of reading all the publi-

cations which it censured as the best that could be found, and
to avoid those it praised as the worst.

and particularly subject to a malady in his threat,

which renders him very unfit for his Majesty's ser-

vice. You know what matter of animosity the

said Johnson has against you ; and I dare say you
desire no other opportunity of resenting it, than

that of laying him under an obligation. He was
humble enough to desire my assistance upon this

occasion, though he and I were never cater-cousins

;

and I gave him to understand that I would make
application to my friend Mr. Wilkes, who, perhaps,

by his interest with Dr. Hay and Mr. Elliot, might

be able to procure the discharge of this lacquey.

It would be superfluous to say more on the subject,

which I leave to your own consideration, but I can-

not let slip this opportunity of declaring that I am
with the most inviolable esteem, dear sir, your af-

fectionate, obliged, humble servant," &c.

We have seen that although Smollett professed

to have very slight connexion with the Review,

particularly at this period, the modest disavowal

by no means protected him from the scurrility of

men who suffered from the stripes of his coadjutors

and dependents. To the Doctor, indeed, it had

proved a critical undertaking throughout, and he

now got involved in a dispute with Admiral

Knowles, in which the intervention of Wilkes was

again made use of, with less success than before.

It arose out of the expedition against Rochfort, in

1757—a signal failure. The commander, Sir John
Mordaunt, was tried by a general court-martial for

neglecting his instructions, but was acquitted.

The admiral published a defence, and on this the

writer in the Critical was so severe, that the enraged

author commenced an action against the printer,

with the view of finding the actual delinquent,

from whom he might demand full satisfaction

should he turn out to be a gentleman ; or in other

words, could deign to meet him with " pistols and

coffins for two." In this emergency, Smollett dis-

played equal prudence and spirit. He appealed to

the good offices of the great patriot in the following

amusing letter, (Chelsea, March 24, 1759.)
" Ecce iterum Crisphius. Your generosity with

respect to Johnson shall be the theme of our ap-

plause and thanksgiving. I shall be very proud to

find myself comprehended in your league offensive

and defensive ; nay, I consider myself already as a

contracting party, and have recourse to the assis-

tance of my allies. It is not, I believe, unknown
to you that Admiral Knowles has taken exception

at a paragraph in the Critical Review of last May,
and commenced a prosecution against the printer.

Now whatever termination the trial may have, we
shall infallibly be exposed to a considerable ex-

pense, and therefore I wish to see the prosecution

quashed. Some gentlemen who are my friends

have undertaken to find out, and talk with those

who are supposed to have influence with the said

Admiral; may I beg the same favour of you and

your friends ? The trial will come on in the be-

ginning of May ; and if the affair cannot be com-
promised, we intend to kick up a dust and die hard.

In a word, if that foolish Admiral has any regard to

his own character, he will be quiet rather than

provoke further the resentment of," &c.
Notwithstanding this show of fight on the part

of the editor, the foolish admiral continued inflex-

ible, the prosecution was not quashed, and sentence

was on the point of being pronounced upon the

printer, when the Doctor, who had always the spirit

of asoldier, gallantly faced the Admiral, and avowed
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himself the obnoxious author of the Strictures

;

at the same time offering the complaining party

any satisfaction, or more plainly, any choice of

w eapons which he might demand. But the foolish

admiral was here more wily than the author ; for

he stuck to weapons of a legal kind. He instantly

tacked about, and commenced an action against the

principal ; at one broadside poor Smollett was
fined one hundred pounds, at a second, sentenced

to three months' imprisonment in the King's Bench.

Still his open and manly method of fighting his

private cruiser " The Critical" against the huge
brass-bottomed Admiral, gained him the sym-
pathy and applause of every true lover of a " fair

stage, and no favour -," for assuredly none was
shown to the author on this occasion.

While in confinement, Smollett lost neither his

spirit, nor the active talent which before distin-

guishedhim. His friends crowded round him ; hisre-

putation rose still higher ; and he showed how well

he merited the support of the public by producing

one of the pleasantest and most characteristic of his

works, the Adventures of Sir Launcelot Greaves,

in the spirit of which he closely imitated Cervantes,

though in its manner and conduct he preserved

the air and grace of an original. The narrative is

extremely interesting, and in many parts delight-

fully written, though it was hastily executed, and

brought out in detached portions in the British

Magazine (for 1760, 1761,) a new periodical work,

to which he was induced to attach his name. In the

adventures of his hero, Smollett is said to have

described those of some of his fellow-prisoners,

remarkable for the vicissitudes and strange varieties

of fortune they had experienced ; and it is these

which in part" rescue him from the charge of a

mere imitation of his great original. Indeed he

anticipates some objections that might be made to

the work on these grounds, by introducing the fol-

lowing dialogue. "
' What !' said Ferret, addressing

Sir Launcelot, 'you set up for a modern Don
Quixote ? The scheme is too stale and extravagant

;

what was an humorous and well-timed satire in

Spain, near two hundred years ago, will make but

a sorry jest when really acted from affectation at

this time of day in England.' The Knight eyeing

this censor with a look of disdain, replied in a solemn,

lofty tone, ' I am neither an affected imitator of

Don Quixote, nor, as I trust in Heaven, visited by

that spirit of lunacy, so admirably displayed in the

fictitious character exhibited by the inimitable Cer-

vantes. I see and distinguish objects as they

are discerned and described by other men. I

quarrel with none but the foes of virtue and de-

corum, against whom I have declared perpetual

war, and those I will everywhere attack as the

natural enemies of mankind.'"

It is singular that Sir Launcelot Greaves, like Don
Quixote, should have been partly the production of

prison hours ; nor was it the only work in which

Smollett was engaged—he was at the same time

busied for the booksellers, and took a share in the

modern part of an universal history, compiled from

original writers, by the authors of the ancient part,

which first appeared in three volumes, and was

extended to the number of forty-two, being brought

down to the year 1765. The portions written by

Smollett are known to have been the histories of

France, Italy, and Germany ; and the separate vo-

.lumes as they appeared were noticed at some length

iu the Critical Review.

Nearly at the same time this elegant and indefa-

tigable writer completed his Continuation of the

History of England, in five consecutive volumes,

first published in detached numbers, brought down
to the year 1765, and the next year it was published

in two large volumes 4to. This concluding portion

he is stated to have sold to the printer, at a price

which enabled the latter to resell it to the book-

sellers on the same day at a profit of 1,000/., while

the author himself for the entire history, which had
occupied him more or less for years, amidst other

engrossing subjects, realized for the whole no larger

a sum than 2,000/. It had at the same time proved

an exceedingly anxious, difficult, and even ungra-

cious task, bringing down the obloquy and ven-

geance of different factions upon his head, who
had neither the discrimination nor the gratitude to

reflect that Smollett, in thus filling the important

station of a great pioneer in many departments of

modern history and learning, and in clearing away
the mass of heavy and useless rubbish, of low and

superstitious fallacies, which choked up the sources

of general knowledge, and giving sound clear views

of the literature of the eighteenth century, was

conferring inestimable benefits upon the reading

generations that were to follow him. Endowed
with the fire and emulation of successful genius, he

had to subdue the natural warmth and impetuosity

of his feelings to the strict dictates and calm tone

of what he considered impartial narrative ; he had

the Herculean task of attempting to divest himst-lf

of low party spirit in describing recent transactions ;

while, the historian of his own times, he sympa-

thized with the distress, and rejoiced in the pro-

sperity of his country. Yet how was he to penetrate

into the causes of disgrace or triumph—develop

the secrets of the reigning cabinets, or those mo-
tives of faction upon which time only reflects

light? It was impossible he could so write as to

please any set of men, or any dominant party ; and

if he gave umbrage to many distinguished indivi-

duals, in some of whose doctrines he had been

educated, and whose early principles he had ap-

proved, it was his generous zeal for his country,

and for its interests as an integral part of the em-

pire, as well as for those of humanity itself, which

at some moments carried him away, and by the

severity of his strictures, led him to commit faults

opposed to the dictates of his cooler judgment.

The individual resentment he thus incurred was not

trifling ; but with the same manly freedom he soon

rose above his early prejudices, forgot his iormer

enmities, and convinced the world by the liberality

of his views and the warmth of his praises, that

want of discernmen* and of gratitude was not one

of his failings. The well-merited encomiums be-

stowed upon Garrick, and the justice he rendered

to Lyttleton, afford sufficient evidence that he could

be as sincere and ardent in the service of his friends,

as keen and bitter in his invectives against real

or imaginary enemies. And when Garrick ex-

pressed his deep sense of this conduct, in a letter

full of complimentary remarks, accompanied by

a copy of his 'Winter's Tale, the author repeated

the declaration of his sentiments in still stronger

terms, as appears from the following letter to the

great actor, dated from Chelsea (Jan. 27, 1762.)
" I this morning received your Winter's Tale,

and am agreeably flattered by this mark of your

attention. What I have said of Mr. Garrick in the

History of England, was, I protest, the language
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of my heart : I shall rejoice if he thinks I have
done him barely justice. In giving a short sketch of
the liberal arts, I could not, with any propriety,
forbear mentioning a gentleman so eminently dis-

tinguished by a genius that has no rival. Besides,
I thought it was a duty incumbent on me, in par-
ticular, to make a public atonement, in a work of
truth, for wrongs done him in a work of fiction."

Language like this is as honourable to the writer,
as the turn he gives to his sentiments is ingenious
and happy ; nor is what follows less affecting from
the circumstance alluded to as the cause of a more
frequent and cultivated intercourse not having taken
place between two individuals so eminently distin-

guished and unrivalled in their respective careers.
" Among the other inconveniences arising from

ill health, I deeply regret my being disabled from a
personal cultivation of your good will, and the un-
speakable enjoyment I should sometimes derive from
your private conversation, as well as from the
public exertion of your talents ; but sequestered as
I am from the world of entertainment, the con-
sciousness of standing well in your opinion, will
ever afford singular satisfaction to," &c.
Nor was Smollett at the same time less mindful

of what he owed in this respect to his other con-
temporaries, among whom was Akenside, the inge-
nious author of The Pleasures of the Imagination,
Dr. Armstrong, Dr. Grainger, and several more, in-
somuch as to remove the suspicion, that his motives
might be actuated only by a wish to conciliate for
his interest men of great public influence like Lyt-
tleton and Garrick. Robertson, Hume, and John-
son, were likewise mentioned in handsome terms,
with whom, however, he had invariably continued
in habits of friendly intercourse ; and he in parti-
cular alludes to his immediate predecessor and
great model in that art of prose fiction by which he
first commanded success, in language which showed
that he was incapable of any illiberal or envious
feelings with regard to the universally admired
author of Tom Jones. " The genius of Cer-
vantes." he observes, " was transfused into the
novels of Fielding, who painted the characters and
ridiculed the follies of life with equal strength,
humour, and propriety."

Smollett's connexion with the Critical Review
still continued, and it did not fail to involve him in
other disputes, where the advantage was not always
upon the editor's side. In 1761 the publication of
The Rosciad was roughly handled by one of the cen-
sors of his critical press, who insinuated that it was
the production of Mr. Colman or Mr. Lloyd, or that
they were at least in some manner concerned in it.

To this both these eminent wits replied in a spi-
rited manner, denying the charge in the public
papers. This was followed by Churchill placing his
name to the second edition ; and paying Smollett the
compliment, as in former cases, of the authorship of
the obnoxious article, he retaliated with some bit-
terness in his Apology to the Critical Reviewers.

" Whence could arise this mighty critic spleen,
The muse a trifler, and her theme so mean ?

What had I done, that angry Heaven should send
The bitterest foe where most I wish'd a friend ?
Oft hath my tongue been wanton at thy name,
And hail'd the honours of thy matchless fame.
For me let hoary ' Fielding' bite the ground,
So nobler ' Pickle' stand superbly bound

;

From Livy's temples tear th' historic crown,
Which with more justice blooms upon thine own."

It would, however, appear, from the following
letter, that Churchill was misinformed with regard

to the author of the critique ; and it is evident that
Smollett was unwilling to lose the good opinion of
that renowned satirist, and still more of Mr. Col-
man, who accused him even of attacking his moral
character in his Review, since he wrote to his friend
Garrick, with the view of exonerating himself from
both charges at once. This letter is dated Chelsea,
April 5, 1761.—" I see Mr. Colman has taken
offence at the article in the ' Critical Review' which
treats of the ' Rosciad,' and I understand he sus-
pected me to be the author of that article. Had he
asked me the question, I should have freely told
him I was not the author of the offensive article,

and readily contributed to any decent scheme which
might have been proposed for his satisfaction ; but
as he has appealed to the public, I shall leave him
and the real author to settle the affair between
themselves, and content myself with declaring to
you, and that upon my honour, that I did not write
one word of the article upon the Rosciad, and that
I have no ill-will nor envy to Mr. Colman, whom I
have always respected as a man of genius, and
whose genius I shall always be ready and pleased
to acknowledge, either in private or in public. I
envy no man of merit, and I can safely say, I do not
even repine at the success of those who have no
merit. I am old enough to have seen and observed
that we are all playthings of fortune, and that it

depends upon something as insignificant and preca-
rious as the tossing up of a halfpenny, whether a
man rises to affluence and honours, or continues to
his dying day struggling with the difficulties and
disgraces of life. I desire to live quietly with all

mankind, and, if possible, to be on good terms with
all those who have distinguished themselves by
their merit. I must own, that if I had examined
the article upon the Rosciad before it was sent to
the press, I should have put my negative upon
some expressions in it, though I.cannot see in it any
reflection to the prejudice of Mr. Colman's moral
character; but I have been so hurried since my
enlargement (from prison) that I had not time
to write one article in the Critical Review, except
that upon Bower's History, and perhaps I shall not
write another these six months. This hurry and a
bad state of health have prevented me from return-
ing the visit you favoured me with in the King's
Bench. I beg you will accept this letter in lieu of
it, and believe me, that no man respects Mr. Gar-
rick more than he is respected by his obliged, hum-
ble servant," &c.

It is evident, from some passages in the foregoing
letters, that notwithstanding Smollett's natural elas-
ticity of mind and buoyant spirits, the untoward
circumstance of his fine and imprisonment, the un-
remitted exertions he had made to obviate further
01 consequences, with his eagerness to despatch
every undertaking in which he engaged, had begun
seriously to undermine a constitution never very
robust. The symptoms of disorder were often
aggravated by the unfortunate contests in which he
involved himself, by the tenacity with which he
adhered to opinions once maturely formed, and
which are always defended with more zeal than
those in which a man has been educated, and never
found occasion to change. About this period (1762)
that active citizen and Coryphaeus of his party,
Wilkes, who had been returned member for Ayles-
bury, published without his name, Observations on
the Papers relative to the Rupture with Spain, &c.
a copy of which he presented, with expressions

p
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of kind regards, to the Doctor, who, in the confi-

dence of friendship, replied to him in a letter

(Chelsea, March 28, 1762), in which he ventured

to disapprove the political opinions which the

pamphlet contained, hut with marked deference to

so awful a politician as Mr. W. already showed

himself:— " My warmest regard, affection, and

attachment you have long ago secured. When I

presume to differ from vou in any point of opinion,

I shall always do it with diffidence and deference.

I have been" ill these three weeks, but hope soon to

be in a condition to pay my respects to Mr. Wilkes

in person. Meanwhile I must beg leave to trouble

him with another packet, which he will be so good

as to correct at his leisure. That he may continue

to enjoy his happy flow of spirits, and proceed

through life with a flowing sail of prosperity, is the

wish and the hope, and the confident expectation

of," &c. . .... . , .

It has been seen that Smollett, in addition to his

labours as an historian, took a warm interest in the

great political events of the day, that he had consi-

derably modified his Whig opinions, and expressed

his disapprobation of several measures of the exist-

ing ministry with fearless candour. Soon after the

accession of George III., that prince's former tutor,

the Earl of Bute, the favourite of the Queen-mother,

to whom he owed his advancement, was, by dint of

court intrigue, appointed First Commissioner of

the Treasury (May 29, 1762) and formed an admi-

nistration, feeble as it was, wholly subservient to

his views. But the strong feeling then excited

against him as a North Briton, the circumstance of

his being elevated above the heads of those under

whom he had acted a subordinate part, and his

presumed inexperience, rendered him an object <Jf

national jealousy and distrust. In a position so

insecure, depending upon the smiles of a Queen-

regent, as the Dowager really was, and the sullen

obedience of the young King, the new premier felt,

like Walpolc- before him, how much he wanted the

" pen of a readv writer;" and in this respect, at

least, he showed more discernment than the old

Whig, by confiding his cause to men of talent.

Smollett's well-founded dislike to the Whigs in-

duced him to join the new ministry, and on the

day of the premier's advancement he brought out

the first number of a weekly paper in defence of

his measures, entitled The Briton. Wilkes, who

soon afterwards became so conspicuous in the ranks

of opposition, paid a handsome compliment to the

talents of his friend, as well as to his disinterested

views ; for on hearing it observed in a mixed com-

pany, that Lord Bute had engaged Smollett to con-

duct the new journal, he pointedly observed, " It

seems his lordship, after having distributed among

his adherents all the places under government, is

determined to monopolize the wit also." (Moore s

Life, &c.) Perhaps Wilkes was the only man who

could thus afford to do justice to the merit of a

political opponent like the Doctor : and to counter-

act, as far as possible, the influence of his name, the

former was invited to take the direction of an

opposition journal, to be called The Englishman.

The North Briton, however, was the name,

since become so celebrated, adopted by the new

partizan, who rushed into the arena like a gladiator

in all his vigour, with the additional advantage of

bein" perfectly experienced in his art—of wielding

every weapon of political warfare with consummate

power and skill ; while Smollett's day was upon the

decline, his early fire and vigour nearly consumed,

his powers of invective and cutting retort, un-

equal to encounter the keen and searching satire

of the political thunderer of his day, whose re-

sistless bolts fell with tremendous effect, like those

of a leading and celebrated journal of our own day,

whose fiat is the word of fate.

It would be idle to attempt to gloss oyer the sub-

sequent defeat, and, it may almost be said, flight of

" The Briton," with hideous rout and wild uproar

of his ministerial columns, before the giant prowess

of him of the " North," whose blows falling indiscri-

minately upon the whole host of Scots, including

the nation itself, succeeded in breaking up tneir

alliance, sowing dissension in their camp, and giv-

ing the coup de grace to the short-lived campaign of

the Bute commander. The discomfited " Briton"

ceased to exist on the 12th of February, 1763, and

in its death, as in its life, involved Smollett in fresh

disputes, particularly with Dr. Armstrong, and

several others among his distinguished countrymen.

The announcement of its failure was followed, at

no distant interval, by the fall of the premier him-

self (Sth of April 1763) ; the tide of popular discon-

tent was too strong to be resisted, and resigning his

place as First Commissioner of the Treasury, he

very sensibly declined to re-appear upon the stage,

and devoted" the rest of his days to the quiet of re-

tirement. Defeat, as is invariably the case, threw

undeserved obloquy even upon such merits as he

may have possessed; and it was the same with

Smollett, whose defence of the administration, how-

ever generous and disinterested, was any thing but

politic with an antagonist like Wilkes, and brought

down on his devoted " Briton" a complete inunda-

tion of national invective and abuse. There can be

little doubt, indeed, that Smollett now deeply re-

gretted, with his friend and biographer, Dr. Moore,

" that he ever became a party-writer, by which he

lost some of his old friends, and acquired but very

cold-hearted new ones in their stead." There is

reason likewise to suppose, from the testimony of Dr.

Anderson, that when Lord Bute resigned, leaving

his successors amidst the storm of missiles hurled

from the hands of the North Briton and his

coadjutors, he is stated to have treated Smolletl

with marked and unmerited neglect, while he

showed himself a generous patron of men of infe-

rior influence and talent

Early in the year 1763, we find Smollett s name

associated with "that of Dr. Franklin and others, in

another extensive and laborious undertaking—

a

Translation of the Works of Voltaire, with Notes,

Historical and Critical, in 27 vols, 12mo ;
but it

does not appear that he entered upon the task with

any of his customary assiduity and spirit He in

fact felt that it was now necessary to economize his

remaining powers, which had in some degree suf-

fered from intense and unremitted application, and

to reap, if possible, a certain advantage from his

name and interest, unconnected with the entire con-

duct and laborious details of new works. The assist-

ance he thus gave to the English edition of Voltaire

was slight ; nor did he take a more active part in

a poputar compilation, entitled, The Present State

of All Nations, &c, a description of works for

which he possessed so engaging a style and such

decided talent. It was reprinted in 176S, and went

through several new editions subsequent to that

^In^addition to his physical sufferings and the
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disappointments he had sustained from the failure of

several schemes, after the time of his unfortunate

imprisonment, Smollett had now the affliction of
losing his only child, a daughter to whom he was
tenderly attached, and whose amiable disposition

and fine accomplishments endeared her no less to

her parents than to their common friends. She had
already become the solace of his anxious thoughts
and increasing cares, as well as of his advancing
years ; and, as if to give a fresh sting to her parents'

bereavement, they were deprived suddenly of the

only object of their future hopes, in the fifteenth

year of her age.

It was observed that this domestic calamity made
a strong impression upon Smollett's mind ; and it

is no wonder, that, after a sedentary devotion to

literary labours upwards of twenty years, chequered
with many anxieties, with shattered health, and sad
experience of neglect where he had looked for

respect and gratitude, he listened to the ardent
wishes of his wife that he should detach himself
wholly from political affairs, and leave England to

try the benefit of a milder climate. He was exactly
in that position which, independent of any tem-
porary circumstances, rendered a step of this kind
advisable, if he ever hoped to enjoy restoration to

health, or the noble and animating feeling which
formerly carried him to his desk with the spirit

that impels the war-horse, or the generous steed in

the enlivening chase. He readily acceded there-
fore to his wife's request, and in the month of June
1763, he accompanied her abroad, and continued
upwards of two years in France and Italy.

The fruits of Smollett's travels, as formerly in

the instance of his Peregrine Pickle, he has placed
upon record in an able and lively, but somewhat
prejudiced view of society and manners upon the
continent. In 1766 appeared his Travels through
France and Italy, containing Observations on Cha-
racter, Customs, Religion, Government, Police,

Commerce, Arts, Antiquities ; with a particular
description of the Town, Territory, and Climate of
Nice ; to which is added a Register of the Weather,
kept during a residence of eighteen months in that
City, in 2 vols, 8vo, altogether presenting a bill of
fare, it must be admitted, which could hardly fail

to hit the taste of the most fastidious, or satisfy the
appetite of the most voracious reader. Like the
distinguished authors in more recent times, of the
admirable letters of Peter, and also of Paul to their

kinsfolk, he produced his work in the epistolary
style, and addressed his letters to friends in England,
from different places in the countries through which
he passed. Many of these letters, especially for a
biographical purpose, are of the highest interest

and importance, and very happily describe his

state of mind, his views and opinions, as well as the
motives which induced him to leave his native
country. The first letter is couched in the following
affecting words :—

-

" In gratifying your curiosity, I shall find some
amusement to beguile the tedious hours, which,
without some employment, would be rendered in-

supportable by distemper and disquiet.
" You knew and pitied my situation ; traduced

by malice, persecuted by faction, and overwhelmed
by the sense of a domestic calamity, which it was
not in the power of fortune to repair.

" My wife earnestly begged I would convey her
from a country where every object served to nourish
her grief. I was in hopes that a succession of new

!

scenes would engage her attention, and gradually

draw off her mind from a series of painful reflec-

tions ; and I imagined the change of air, and a
journey of near a thousand miles, would have a
happy effect upon my own constitution."

The natural warmth and impatience of Smollett's

disposition was sadly aggravated by disappointment
and disease ; he seems to have passed over his

ground in alternate fits of irritation and despon-
dency, and affords a melancholy, though we appre-

hend hardly useful example of an ardent tempera-
ment and fine imagination, hurrying its possessor

too rapidly towards the living grave of premature
decrepitude and mental old age ; that which it was
the bitter portion of Swift, of Fielding, and of most
grand and generous spirits, who rose above the

low cunning and worldly cant of their times, and
met the intellectual combats they had to sustain

with the hearts of gladiators, to experience, and to

prove that there is no happy old age for the martyrs
of mind—the heroes of the great conflict, ever
warring, who feel keenly, and make the wrongs of

mankind their own. Can we feel surprised that

the victim of bodily and of mental pain, long en-

dured with silent, uncomplaining spirit, should have
laboured under a constant fit of ill-humour, and
looked at foreign society and manners through a

prejudiced medium? His observations, therefore,

upon Italy, and its splendid memorials of art, ought
always to be read with allowance for the trying

circumstances in which they were recorded ; but
which, at the moment, exposed him to the repre-

hension of natives and connoisseurs.

"With respect," he says, "to the famous Venus
Pontia, commonly called De Medicis, I believe I

ought to be entirely silent, or at least to conceal my
real sentiments, which will otherwise appear equally

absurd and presumptuous. It must be want of taste

that prevents my feeling that enthusiastic admira-
tion with which others are inspired at the sight of

this statue. I cannot help thinking there is no
beauty in the features of Venus, and that the atti-

tude is awkward and out of character."

—

Letter

XXVII.
" I was much disappointed at sight of the Pan-

theon, which, after all that has been said of it, looks

like a huge cock-pit open at the top."—XXXI.
The ill-humoured and monotonous tone of these

letters, besides other criticisms, drew upon Smollett

the quaint and cutting irony of his contemporary
Sterne,—more pungent from the sarcastic tone in

which it was conveyed.
" The learned Smelfungus travelled from Boulogne

to Paris—from Paris to Rome—and so on ; but he
set out with the spleen and jaundice, and every
object he passed by was discoloured and distorted.

He thought he wrote an account of them ; but it

was nothing but an account of his miserable feel-

ings. I met Smelfungus in the grand portico of
the Pantheon,—he was just coming out of it. 'It

is nothing but a huge cock-pit,' said he. ' I wish
you had said nothing of the Venus Medicis,' re-

plied I ; for in passing through Florence I heard
that he had fallen foul upon the goddess, and used
her worse than a common strumpet without the
least provocation in nature. I popped upon Smel-
fungus again at Turin, in his return home, with a
sad tale of sorrowful adventures he had to tell,

wherein he spoke of 'moving accidents by flood

and field,' and of the cannibals which each other

eat—the Anthropophagi. He had been flayed alive,

c 2
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and bedeviled, and worse used than St. Bartholo-

mew, at every stage he had come at. ' I'll tell it,'

said Smelfungus, ' to the world.' ' You had better

tell it,' said I, 'to your physician.'"

—

Sentimental

Journey, vol. i.

In regard to the effect of bodily distemper, there

is little doubt that Sterne was here right; but

though he did not, like the invalid, find all barren

from Dan to Beersheeba, and joked, and whistled

for want of care as he tripped along
;
yet Smollett,

as he felt his last hour approaching in the prime of

manhood, hardly midway in his anxious and chec-

quered career, displayed more true fortitude than
" the fellow of infinite jest ;" and perhaps, while he

could ill repress the expression of his feelings, was

as conscious as his censor of the real state of the

case, and even of the kind of prejudice under

which he spoke. As if possessed with the idea

that he should not long continue to battle with the

malady which yielded neither to change of air

nor medical treatment, he determined to make a

tour into his native country, the scenery of which

had before so much benefited and exhilarated him.

Upon reaching Edinburgh, towards the com-

mencement of June 1766, he first spent some time

•with his mother, who still survived at an advanced

age, with the perfect use of her faculties, and with

no common share of humour, which, in addition to

the bonds of filial affection, gave Smollett more
than the customary gratification of a son, who
knew how to appreciate her tenderness and worth.

He next proceeded with his sister Telfer, and his

nephew, a ycung officer in the army, to Glasgow,

from whence, after a brief stay, they repaired, ac-

companied by Smollett's earliest friend, Dr. Moore,

to Cameron, the residence of his cousin, Mr. Smol-

lett, of Bonhill, on the lordly banks of Loch
Lomond.
We are informed upon the best authority, that

of his companion and physician, Dr. Moore, that

during his residence in Scotland, the invalid was
almost continually tormented with severe rheumatic

pains ; that he was moreover afflicted with an ulcer

on his arm, which, having been at first neglected,

resisted every attempt to heal it. He was often so

ill as to be confined for days together to his

chamber ; but during his intervals of ease, his

manner and conversation resumed their natural

charm and buoyancy, and his society was eagerly

sought by his countrymen and friends. At length,

finding no alteration of his complaint, he left

Scotland in the autumn of the same year, having

taken a last farewell of his sorrowing relatives and
friends, and immediately proceeded to spend the

winter at Bath.

To the surprise, however, of his medical attend-

ants, after suffering a severe relapse, he rallied in the

beginning of the year 1767. With his health, his

spirits were greatly restored ; he was no longer

the cynic traveller, dissatisfied at all he saw ; and the

manner in which he estimated this sudden change
is shown in an interesting letter to his friend,

Dr. Moore, in which he describes the symptoms
of his case, curious in itself, and containing an

additional proof of that benevolent and friendly

interest he took in the misfortunes of others, one of

the most distinguishing traits of his character.
" I have been for some weeks resolved to write

you an account of my health, about which I know
your friendly solicitude ; but what hastens the

execution of my purpose, is a letter I received last

post from Commissary Smollett, desiring me to

recommend a poor relation of ours to your counte-

nance and protection. Her name is Mrs. ——

,

sister to . This unfortunate gentlewoman
married , who had a small estate in the High-
lands, which having squandered away, he made his

retreat to Jamaica, leaving his wife destitute, with

a child upon her hands. In this emergency she

had virtue enough to study midwifery under Dr.
Young, of Edinburgh, who, I am told, has given

ample testimony of her capacity ; and she is repre-

sented to me as a person of unblemished character.

She has, it seems, resolved to settle at Glasgow, and
there exercise her profession. I need say no more,
knowing, as I do, that you will have a proper
regard to the interest I take in her concerns ; and
that if you find her properly qualified, you will

encourage her as much as your own views and
connexions may permit.

" So much for Mrs. ; and now for Dr. Smol-
lett. You must remember the miserable way in

which I was at parting with you in August last

;

at my return to Bath I caught a cold, m conse-

quence of which my rheumatic pains retired, and
the disorder in my breast recurred, namely, an or-

thopnoea with an ugly cough and spitting, exclusive

of a low fever, from which I had never been free.

But these symptoms gave me little disturbance in

comparison with the ulcer on my fore arm, which
continued to spread until it occupied the whole

space from about three inches above the wrist to

the ball of the thumb, so that I was entirely

deprived of the use of my right hand, and the

inflammation and pain daily increased. In the

beginning of November, it was supposed to be

cancerous ; at that period I could not sleep without

an opiate, my fever became continual, my appetite

failed, and the rheumatism again invaded me from
the neck to the heel. In a word, I despaired of

ever seeing the end of winter, and every night

when I went to bed fervently wished that I might

be dead before morning. In this uncomfortable

situation I consulted with Messrs. Middleton and
Sharp, the two most eminent surgeons in England,

who were then, and are still at Bath. I had my
hand dressed before them, and proposed a course

for the cure which they approved. I forthwith

began to dress the sore with double mercurial oint-

ment made without turpentine. I took a dose of

Van Swieten's solution of corrosive sublimate every

morning, and drank a quart of strong decoction

sarsae every day. On the second day of this regimen

the matter was much mended, and the pain con-

siderably abated. In one week I was quite free of

the fever and my rheumatism, and my appetite

returned in full perfection. In ten days I left off

taking the sublimate, for by this time the ulcer

was almost closed, and in another week skinned

over."

In addition to the dangerous and distressing

symptoms from which he appeared to have thus

happily recovered, the once brilliant and gay ad-

venturer,—on the sea,—in foreign lands,—and in

the more difficult regions of fiction and of general

literature, had become a martyr to that tormenting

malady, the asthma. 1 " I still," he says, " drink the

decoction, and never stirred out of my house till

yesterday, when I ventured out in a chair and got

a cursed" cold, which I find will produce a cursed

fit of the asthma; this, however, I will bear with-

out repining. In a word, my cure is looked upon
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ns something supernatural ; and I must own that I

now rind myself better in health and spirits than I

have been at any time these seven years. Had I

been as well in summer, I should have exquisitely

enjoyed my expedition to Scotland, which was
productive of nothing to me but misery and dis-

quiet. Between friends, I am now convinced that

my brain was in some measure affected ; for I had
a kind of coma vigil upon me from April to No-
vember without intermission.

"In consideration of these circumstances I know
you will forgive all my peevishness and discontent

;

and tell good Mrs. Moore, to whom I present my
most cordial respects, that with regard to me she

has as yet seen nothing but the wrong side of the

tapestry. Pray remember me kindly to your
brother-in-law, Mr. Simson ; Drs. Stevenson and
Douglas ; to honest Robiu Urie, and all my Glas-

gow friends. Write to me with your first con-

venience, directing to Dr. Smollett, Gay-street,

Bath ; and believe me, with the warmest affection

and esteem," &c.
It is a singular fact, which exemplifies the power

of habit over susceptible temperaments like that of

Smollett, that on his partial restoration to health, he
again embarked on that sea of troubles which had
more than once threatened to overwhelm him, and
make shipwreck of his dearest hopes. He had at

the same time the prudence to select the vehicle of
fiction in which to convey his satirical strictures

and observations on political life ; and in 1769
brought out his History and Adventures of an
Atom, (two vols, 8vo,) a wo-k in many respects

wholly opposed to any of his former productions.

It is indeed a sort of political romance, assuming
to have been composed about the year 1748, and
representing, under Japanese names, the characters

and conduct of the leaders of different factions in

Great Britain from the beginning of the French
war (1754) to the dissolution of the great Chatham
administration in 17C7-8. In this it would seem
that he had found occasion to alter his opinion re-

specting Lord Bute, whose elevation he had formerly
advocated ; and in the continuation of his history

we find that his sentiments in regard to Mr. Pitt,

a servant " given by the people to the king,"

underwent no less marked a change ;—difficult to

reconcile with political consistency, if we take the
whole of his character and writings into account.

It is not surprising that the excitement of po-
lemical discussions should have brought a recur-

rence of Smollett's former complaints both of mind
and body, which, with his characteristic imprudence,
he found means to aggravate rather than allay. It

was evident, indeed, to his medical advisers, as well as

to his friends, that only an entire change of scene
and of pursuits could offer the slightest promise of
permanent convalescence, though he had not yet
attained his fiftieth year ; and Dr. Armstrong, Dr.
Hunter, and Dr. Dickson, strongly recommended
him to try once more the influence of the climate
of Italy. Smollett's circumstances, however, not
being in a condition to enable him to bear the
expense, application was made by his friends to ob-
tain for him the official appointment of consul of
Nice, Naples, or Leghorn. Unfortunately it was not
successful; because, in the opinion of Dr. Ander-
son, he was not the panegyrist of men in power,
and because he could not stoop to practise the de-
grading arts of solicitation.

There is little doubt that this almost insulting

refusal to comply with the last wishes of one, worn
down in the service of the party then in power, and

in national works which did honour to his country,

greatly preyed upon Smollett's spirits, and increased

his unfavourable symptoms. At the same time, he

is stated, by his excellent friend and biographer,

Dr. Moore, "to have derived pleasure from the re

flection that he had never deigned personally to

solicit the patronage which ought to have been
spontaneously afforded. The hour was now drawing

near when that reflection would give him still greater

satisfaction, and his want of riches less concern

than before. No man feels remorse on his death-

bed from the thought of dying poor ;
many have

felt it in a fearful degree from the thought of dying

rich."

—

Moore's Life, Sfc.

Smollett left England for Italy, the last time, in

the year 1770, with a constitution completely

shattered, and in a state of almost complete debility,

both bodily and mental. He first resided a short

time at Leghorn, attempting to rally from the

fatigues of his voyage; then proceeded to Monte
Novo, a salubrious spot in the vicinity, delightfully

situated, as would appear from the following letter

to his friend Caleb Whiteford, Esq. :
—

"Monte Novo, May 18, 1770.—Yon could not

have made me a more agreeable present than the

papers I received from the hands of our good friend,

Dr. Armstrong. Some of the pieces I had read

with great pleasure in one of your evening papers ;

but my own satisfaction is much increased by
knowing you are the author

;
for, without flattery, I

really think these fourteen letters contain more sense,

spirit, wit, and humour, than all I have as yet seen

written on the other side of the question ; and I am
fully persuaded that if you had two or three coad-

jutors of equal talents to play to one another's hands,

and keep up the ball of argument and ridicule, you
would actually, at the long run, either shame or

laugh the people out of their absurd infatuation.

Your ideas of character so exactly tally with mine,

that I cannot help flattering myself so far as to

imagine I should have expressed my sentiments in

the same manner on the same subject, had I been
disposed to make them public

;
supposing still that

my ability corresponded with my ambition.

"I hope you will not discontinue your en-

deavours to represent faction and false patriotism

in their true colours, though I believe the ministry

little deserves that any man of genius should draw
his pen in their defence. They seem to inherit

the absurd stoicism of Lord Bute, who set himself
up as a pillory to be pelted by all the blackguards
of England, upon the supposition that they would
grow tired and leave off. I don't find that your
ministers take any pains even to vindicate their

moral characters from the foulest imputation. I

would never desire a stronger proof of a bad heart

than a total disregard of reputation. A late noble-

man, who had been a member of several admini-
strations, owned to me that one good writer was of
more importance to the government than twenty
placemen in the House of Commons.

" I do not know when I shall have an opportunity
of transmitting the papers to Mr. Udney ; neither

do I know in what part of Italy he resides. I
should have sent them by Dr. Armstrong to Rome,
had I read your letter before he set out ; but as he
stayed at Leghorn only to dine with me, I did not

open your packet till he was gone
; however, I shall

not fail to comply with your directions as soon as
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possible. I am at present rusticated on the side of
a mountain that overlooks the sea in the neighbour-
hood of Leghorn; a most romantic and salutary situa-

tion, where I should be happy in receiving another
such markof yourcharity and goodwill. If there is

anything in "Tuscany that you desire, I beg that

you will, without ceremony, put it in my power to

oblige you. Pray, who is old Sly-boots? Is not
Junius supposed to be Burke ? What is become of
Mrs. Macaulay? They say she has been obliged to

retire ; for what reason I do not know. Do, pray,
throw away half an hour in giving me the political

anecdotes of the times, and direct a Monsieur,
Monsieur Smollett, chez Monsieur Renner, Negociant
a Livourne. In the mean time wishing you every
comfort and consolation that this rascally age affords,

I am, with great affection and esteem," &c.
It was during his last residence in Italy, only a

few months previous to his decease, that Smollett

published his "Expedition of Humphry Clinker,"

the most humorous, if not the most interesting and
entertaining among all his novels. It was written
in the epistolary form, in three vols, 12mo, and from
its happy style and character, and the exquisite

pictures of life and manners, in every rank, which
it exhibits, as well as its more matured observations

and knowledge of human nature, speedily became a
favourite with the public. In the marked character
of Matthew Bramble he is believed to have repre-

sented the fretful invalid and occasional misan-
thrope, such as Sterne had humorously represented
him on his first visit to Italy; and he also embodied
his remarks on revisiting his native country, na-

turally recurring to the scenes of his boyhood, to his

poetic days, and his fine spirited ode to Leven
Water. Though more slow in its popular progress,

his Humphry Clinker soon established for itself a

permanent reputation ; elicited marks of applause

from most of the journals and reviews; and is still

regarded by many ;;s the most legitimately enter-

taining and characteristic of any of his productions.

This delightful work is also rendered more inter-

esting from the circumstance of its being his last,

and distinguished for a sustained talent and a

maturity of judgment, as well as rich incident,

scarcely equalled by the best of his former efforts.

The few months of Smollett's life succeeding

this his final publication, were passed comparatively

free from pain ; but h:s strength was completely

gone, his appetite wholly forsook him, and he knew
thathis closing hour was at hand. He did not,how-
ever, lose either his fortitude or his good humour, re-

tained the full use of his faculties, and expired with
perfect composure, at his house in the neighbour-
hood of Leghorn, on the 21st of October, 1771,

when only in the 51st year of his age.

His wife had accompanied him in his voyage to

Italy, had long shared his ebbing fortune, his suf-

ferings, and disappointments, and relieved his

sorrow by the tenderest solicitude and attention.

Upon his decease she forgot not to record his

worth and talents in a foreign land, by raising a
monument, however plain, to his memory, with an
inscription written by his intimate friend, Dr.
Armstrong, in terms which show how highly he
estimated the character ofhim whom he commemo-
rated. It would be needless, in a popular view, to

give the Latin original as he wrote it ; but we
prefer to give the excellent version appended to

it, sufficiently and emphatically expressive of its

minutest meaning :

—

Here
Rest the remains

of
Tohias Smollett,

A North Briton,

Who, sprung
From an ancient and respectable family.

Shone forth an example
Of the virtue of former times.
Of an ingenuous countenance,

And manly make,
With a breast animated by the purest spirit.

He was eminently distinguished
For great benevolence of temper,

And a generosity even above his fortune.
His wit had every character
Of fertile inventiveness,

Of true pleasantry,

Of flexibility to every subject.

From his aptness and wonderful capacity
For every kind of learning,

The exercise of these talents

Produced a variety of pleasing fictions,

In which,
With great exuberance of fancy,

And true humour,
He laughed at and described

Tee lives and manners of men :

While
(Shameful to relate)

This genius,

This honour to his country,

Met with nothing

Tn these abandoned, worthless, insipid times.

But what was unfavourable to him ;

Except, indeed,

Their abundance of supply to his pen
Of matter of satire

;

Times ! in which
Hardly any literary merit,

But such as was in the most false or futile taste.

Received any encouragement
From the paltry mock Mecaenases of Britain.

In honour to the memory
Of this most worthy and amiable

Member of society,

Sincerely regretted by many friends,

This Monument
Was by his most beloved and affectionate wife

Dutifully and deservedly
Consecrated.

Nor was this the sole tribute to Smollett's amiable

qualities and sterling genius and merit. In 1774,

a column of the Tuscan order was erected on the

banks of the Leven, near the house in which he

was born, by his cousin Smollett of Bonhill, with

an inscription, the joint production of professor

Stuart, John Ramsay, Esq., and Dr. Johnson. The
lines written by the last were supplied at the earnest

request of Mr. Smollett, when he passed a night

with him in the latter end of the autumn of the

same year, on his return from the Western Islands ;

and the whole inscription most probably was ar-

ranged and corrected, if not greatly remodelled,

by the great lexicographer. Translation :—
Stay, Traveller

!

If elegance of taste and wit,

If fertility of genius,

Arid an unrivalled talent

In delineating the characters of mankind,
Have ever attracted thy admiration,

Pause awhile

On the memory of Tobias Smollett, M.D.
One more than commonly endued witli those virtues

Which, in a man or citizen,

You could praise or imitate

;

Who,
Having secured the applause

Of posterity

By a variety of literary abilities,

And'a peculiar felicity of composition,

Was,
By a rapid and cruel distemper,

Snatched from the world in the 51st year of his age

Far, alas ! from his country',

He lies interred near Leghorn, in Italy.



LITE AND WORKS OF TOBIAS SMOLLETT. XXXc

In testimony of his many and great virtues,

This empty Monument,
The only pledge, alas! of his affection,

Is erected on the banks of the Leven,

The scene of his birth, and of his latest poetry,

By James Smollett, of Bonhill,

His cousin;

"Who should rather have expected this last tribute from him.

Go, and remember,

This honourwas not given alone to the memory of the deceased,

But for the encouragement of o'.hers :

Deserve like him, and be alike rewarded.

Another tribute, and that which in our opinion

gives the most correct idea of the author and of

the man, was paid to Smollett's memory by Mr.

Kamsay, of Ochtertyre ; and it is also, as Dr. An-

derson justly describes it, a truly local and appro-

priate inscription. We shall, as in the case of the

former two, subjoin here only the English version,

which, as far as can be done, conveys the spirit of

the original.

Stop, passenger!

If a rich vein of genius and humour,

If exquisiie drawings from life,

By the hand of a master,

Were ever admired by thee,

Fondly contemplate for a moment
Yon unadorned mansion

;

Under its roof,

Tobias Smollett, M.D.
Drew his first breath.

In those very fields on the banks of Leven,

Did he often play while a boy

;

Under the shade of yonder trees

He first courted the rural muse.
After a variety of adventures,

And travelling much in foreign climes,

Having returned for a short space

To his native country,

He was wonderfully refreshed

With the quiet of this sequestered spot,

And with the recollection of his boyish years,

Which alone did not deceive.

Of his character and rank in the literary world

Thou canst not be ignorant,

Nor is it proper to detain thee :

—

Go then, fare thee well

!

Always remembering how sweet and becoming

Is the love of our native land.

It adds to the regret we naturally feel at the

departure of fine and ardent genius when it has

scarcely reached the zenith of its powers, to re-

flect, that had Smollett survived but a few years,

he might have divested himself wholly of political

and literary cares, by succeeding to the Bonhill

estate at the death of his cousin—a fortune of

upwards of a thousand a-year. As it was, he had

the pain of leaving his wife, who had brought

him a small dowry, in a state of almost complete

penury, in a foreign country; and she had the

affliction to survive him, in cheerless solitude,

sorrow, and sickness, for many years. It does not

appear that Smollett's sister, Mrs. Telfer, to whom
he was affectionately attached, and who succeeded

to the family property, interested herself for her

unfortunate relative; but it shows the estimation

in which Smollett's genius continued to be held,

that the tragedy of Venice Preserved was per-

formed for his widow's benefit at the Theatre

Royal in Edinburgh, March 3, 1784, and the pro-

ceeds, amounting to upwards of 300/. immediately re-

mitted to Italy. Nor is it less honourable to the

author's character as a man, to observe the eager-

ness with which his friends came forward on this

interesting occasion. Mr. Nicholson, of Carnock,

took upon himself the part of Pierre ; and Graham
of Gartmore, a man of wit and taste, who knew

him intimately, volunteered to write the prologue.

No man was better enabled to do justice to his

memory, as no one held it in higher estimation,

having been his pupil, his guest, and companion

;

gifted with remarkable congeniality of mind and

sentiment, and admirable powers of composition,

as his poems left in the hands of Mr. Macneil, and

of Mr. Kamsay, of Ochtertyre, gave sufficient evi-

dence. The prologue was spoken by Mr. Woods,

and, as illustrative of the author's merh as well

as for its own, is deserving of notice in a life

which aims at exhibiting the popular qualities as

also the private character of Smollett as they really

were :

—

"Though letter'd Rome and polish'd Greece could boast

The splendid table and the courteous host,

The rights to strangers due;—though poets sing

This mighty wanioror that powerful king,

The wand'rer's friend ;—yet still whate'er is told

By modern poets or by bards of old,

Is rivall'd here—for here with joy we see

The heartfelt bliss of heavenly Charity !

See her with rapture spread her willing hands,

And throw her blessings into foreign lands

;

Dry up the tear she never caus'ri to flow,

And eager catch the distant sigh of woe.
•' In vain seas swell; and mountains rise in vain

—

A widow's groans are heard across the main.

A widow now,—alas ! how chang'd the day,

Once the Nareissa of your poet's lay ;

Now, fatal change ! (of every bliss bereft,

Nor child, nor friend, nor kind protector left),

—

Spreads on a distant shore her scanty board,

And humbly takes what strangers can afford.

Yet link'd to you by every tender tie,

To you she lifts the long dejected eye,

And thus she speaks—' Who dar'd with manly rage

To lash the vices of an impious age?

Who dar'd to seize the bold historic pen,

Paint living kings and ministers as men?
Who sung sad Scotia's hapless fate forlorn,

Her broken peace, her freshest laurels torn ?

Or who on oaten reed by Leven's side,

Sung the fair stream, and hail'd the dimpling tide ?

Or who, say ye, for such I'm sure are here,

Whose honest bosoms never yet knew fear;

Sons of the North, who stem corruption's tide,

Your country's honour, and your nation's pride ;

Lords of the lion-heart and eagle eye,

Who heed no storm that howls along the sky
;

Say ye, whose lyre, to manly numbers strung,

The glorious bliss of Independence sung ?

Who felt that power, and still ador'd his shrinei

It was your Smollett ! Oh ! he once was mine.'

Tears stopp'd her utterance, else she would have said,

'Like him be bold, in virtue undismay'd ;

Let Independence all your actions guide,

Your surest patron, and your noblest pride.'

Several posthumous publications—some of them

including pieces of first-rate merit, made their

appearance after the author's death. The noble

Ode to Independence was first given to the

public at Glasgow in 4to, 1773, with notes and

observations by Professor Richardson, well known

for his Illustrations of Shakespeare, and other works

of a superior character. Three years subsequently

his name appeared attached to a bookselling spe-

culation—a translation of Telemachus, which be-

came a popular work ; but it is most probable that

not a line of the version was ever written by

Smollett, if, indeed, he was in any manner con-

nected with it. The theatrical managers had as

little mercy upon his reputation as the booksellers

;

and in 1785, a farce was announced—the Israel-

ites, or the Pampered Nabob, as having been left

by Smollett in the hands of a printer, and was acted

atCovent Garden, very appositely, on the 1st of

April, ostensibly for the benefit of Mr. Aickin.

It was very ill attended—more indifferently re-

ceived—owing, doubtless, " to the severity of the

weather,"—and it was never printed.

; Of Smollett's History of England, which had met
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vith unprecedented success, a new edition of that
portion from tbe revolution to the death of George
II. was printed in eight volumes octavo, forming a
supplement to the previous periods of David
Hume ; and other editions of the whole have more
recently been called for. If these multiplied re-
prints are favourable to his character as an elegant,
though not profound historian ; the rapid and suc-
cessive demands for the author's novels—the best
criterion of their merits—place his name as a writer
of prose fiction in the very first rank of the select
few who have conferred lasting honour, if not
immortality, on this delightful and most difficult

species of composition. The extent of his post-
humous popularity on this head may be best esti-
mated by the collateral lustre which "it seemed to
throw over his minor productions.
A collection of his Plays and Poems, with Me-

moirs of the Life and Writings of the Author,
published by Mr. Evans, followed the new editions
of his novels, in 1784. Subsequently his miscel-
laneous works, consisting of plays, poems, and
novels, were put forth by Mr. Ramsay, in 6 vols,
8vo, 1790, enriched with humorous "frontispieces
by the then inimitable Rowlandson. Again,
his poetical works were presented to the public
in the AVorks of the British Poets, in 13 vols,
8vo, 1795, containing a biographical and critical
preface by Dr. Anderson, one of the best editors
under whose notice it was Smollett's good for-
tune to fall. The same indefatigable writer
published a new edition of his Miscellaneous
Works, comprehending all his plays, poems, and
novels, in 6 vols, 8vo, 1796. This edition was
generally adopted by the London booksellers,
under the title of The Works of Tobias Smollett,
M.D., with Memoirs of his Life, to which is pre-
fixed a View of the Commencement and Progress
of Romance, by John Moore, M.D., in 8 vols, 8vo,
179". This edition, as expensive as it was once
valuable, supplied the subsequent biographers of
the great novelist with materials drawn from
actual observation. But Dr. Moore's faithful nar-
rative of interesting facts and anecdotes lay com-
paratively buried under too diffuse disquisitions
and opinions, from amidst which they were first

exhumed by Dr. Anderson, and rendered still more
popular by the immortal author of Waverley.
" The want," says Dr. A., " of a complete account
of Smollett's writings, which, like the battles of a
general, are the circumstances which must fix the
several eras of his life, is the principal defect in
Dr. Moore's narrative. His Sketch of those varia-
tions of manners in Europe, which gave rise to
ancient and modern romance, in which some very
early customs and institutions are comprehended,
is ably executed

; but it can be onlv with difficultv
found applicable to the subject, and might with
equal propriety be added to the works of any
other novelist as to those of Smollett."—Ander-
son's Life, p. 89.

It is to be regretted that the observations here
applied to Dr. Moore, should, though in a lesser
degree, be applicable to the writer who makes them.
It was reserved for his inimitable countryman,
equally celebrated for humour and pathos, (Sir W.
Scott,) to give to the whole that excellent method
and agreeable character, with new and valuable
traits, all which together furnished the editor of a
popular and complete collection with ample ma-
terials adapted to the wants of the age. The very

expensive edition of 1796, published by Mr. Mun-
dell, was necessarily confined to a select party, and
up to that period, as up to the present, the new
world of readers may be said to have been aris-
tocratically excluded by a succession of these high-
priced reprints from "a perusal of the full and
complete works of the most elegant and interesting
among English classics, and as a novelist almost
without a rival. In this important point of view,
and in a popular sense, it may justly be observed
by the present editor, without assuming the slight-
est merit beyond that of exhibiting his predeces-
sors' labours in the most favourable light, that
owing to the cheap form in which they appear, the
works of Smollett are now, for the first time, given
to the world. By dint, however, of industrious re-
search and perseverance, it would have been easy
for him to add to the bulk of the text by selecting
from the numerous doubtful or anonymous pieces

—

the productions of the moment—criticisms, re-
views, &c, such as could be clearly ascertained to
be his, or bore the stamp of his genius and manner.
Such addenda, however, it was considered, besides
their manifest want of interest, must have increased
the price as well as the bulk of the work ; and
being of a political, not less than a fugitive cha-
racter, would seem to belong to the historical, rather
than the complete miscellaneous works of the
author.

Little remains to be said respecting the character
of Smollett as it is shown in the preceding nar-
rative,— in his letters, his novels, and indeed in
most of his writings. It has been remarked that
during his life he was more generally read, owing
to the rich entertainment he afforded, than he was
applauded or approved ; for his powers were un-
equal and variable, and blended with his unrivalled
qualities were defects and blemishes, occasional
breaches of propriety and good taste, which of-
fended the judgment, though they could not detract
from the admirable portraiture of life and manners,
from the wit and humour which held the reader
captive. Fertility of imagination, striking imagery,
rich fancy, and a flowing style, throw a ceaseless
charm over his narrative. Quick and penetrating,
with strong sense and a retentive memory, his
writings all exhibit proofs of versatility as well as
vigour of talent. Though neither erudite nor pro-
found, he displays a competent knowledge both of
Greek and Roman literature, and he was sufficiently

skilled in the various branches of modern learning.
Though a fair historian, he was but a feeble con-
troversialist, and a weak politician ; his inventive
powers were not adapted to the close reasoning, the
condensed argument, and overwhelming weight of
bitter invective deduced from them, which crushes
with its wit and sarcasm what it cannot confute—

a

power, happily for its opponents, rare—and of
which we find in the writings of Junius a cele-
brated and striking exemplification. No wonder
that Smollett, with all his finer weapons of fancy,
wit, and humour, fell before the close heavy
hammer of the Thor of his desperate day, clothed
in his arms of proof. Neither his learning, nor his
familiarity with the history and politics of Europe,
with the constitution and government of his
country, availed him in a conflict like this. His
peculiar power of observation ; his insight into the
foibles of character, and the eccentricities of man-
ner, profession, life, and human nature itself, were
here unavailing ; and his nicer distinctions of natural
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and of moral beauty and deformity were rather

an incumbrance in an arbitrary and conventional

battle of naked gladiatorial weapons, in which he

possessed neither the skill nor strength of his

adversary.

The intellect of Smollett, acute and penetrating,

enabled him to dive a certain way, but not as with

the genius of a Fielding, into the very recesses of

the human mind. His humour, lively and versatile

as it was, lay rather in broad and strong painting,

approaching caricature, than in situation and inci-

dent, which require no comment, which possess

the soul and naked power of wit, without the

ornament of language. Yet he could paint vividly

and accurately the weaknesses and absurdities

which presented themselves in ludicrous points of

view. He had a clear conception, and he con-

veyed it in a perspicuous and forcible style. He
combines simplicity with correctness, and elegance

and ease with grace. His wit, bold and sudden,

never fails to strike ; and it is keen as it is strong

and manly. His humour, though exquisite at

times, and always lively, cannot compete with the

innate power of Fielding, nor with that of Swift

and Congreve. Nor as a general writer does he
possess the delicate taste or chastened moral, with

the poignant satire and pleasing variety of Addison,

but his great forte lay in displaying the various in-

congruities of conduct and manners, as well as the

sources of human actions, in all which he proved
himself no unworthy rival of Theophrastus, of

Bruyere, and Moliere.

Of Smollett's social qualities and style of living,

we are happily presented with a lively and inter-

esting sketch from his own pen, in the Expedition

of Humphry Clinker, in the account of young
Melford, when accompanied by Uick Ivy, he pro-

ceeds to dine with the author at his house in

Chelsea. " He carried me to dine with S ,

whom you and I have long known by his writings.

He lives in the skirts of the town, and every Sun-
day his house is open to all unfortunate brothers of
the quill. I was civilly received in a plain, yet
decent habitation, which opened backwards into a
•very pleasant garden, kept in excellent order; and
indeed I saw none of the outward signs of author-
ship, either in the house, or the landlord, who is

one of the few writers of the age that stand upon
their own foundation, without patronage, and above
dependence. If there was nothing characteristic in

the entertainer, the company made ample amends
for his want of singularity. After dinner we ad-

journed into the garden, when I observed S—

—

gave a separate audience to every individual, in a
small remote filbert walk, from whence most of

them dropped off; but they were replaced by fresh

recruits of the same clan, who came to make an
afternoon's visit. After coffee, I took my leave of

S , with proper acknowledgments of his civility,

and was extremely well pleased with the entertain-

ment of the day, though not yet satisfied with
respect to the nature of the connexion betwixt a
man of character in the literary world, and a parcel

of authorlings, who, in all probability, would never
be able to acquire any degree of reputation by
their labours. On this head, I interrogated my
conductor, who answered me to this effect :

—

Those people, whom he knows to be bad men, as

well as bad writers, are cunning enough to make
him their property. There is not one of them who
does not owe him particular obligations. Those

who are in distress he supplies with money, when
he has it, and with his credit when he is out of

cash. When they want business, he either finds

employment for them in his own service, or recom-

mends them to booksellers to execute some project

he has formed for their subsistence. They are

always welcome to his table, which, though plain,

is plentiful, and to his good offices as far as they will

go ;
and, when they see occasion, they make use of

his name with the most petulant familiarity
;
nay,

they do not scruple to arrogate to themselves the

merit of some of his performances, and have been
known to sell their own lucubrations as the produce

of his brain. I still expressed a desire to know his

real motives for continuing his friendship to a set

of rascals equally ungrateful and insignificant. He
said, he did not pretend to assign any reasonable

motive ; that, if the truth must be told, the man
was, in point of conduct, a most incorrigible fool

;

that, though he pretended to have a knack at hitting

off characters, he blundered strangely in the dis-

tribution of his favours, which were generally be-

stowed on the most undeserving of those who had
recourse to his assistance. By all accounts, S
is not without weakness and caprice; yet he is

certainly good humoured and civilized ; nor do I

find that there is any thing overbearing, cruel, or

implacable in his disposition."

Though Smollett owed the lustre of his reputation

to his genius as a novelist, he would not have re-

mained undistinguished as an historian, a poet, a
critic, and a dramatist. His History of England
was a great and successful effort for the period in

which it was written. Hume's narrative of the

earlier reigns had not appeared, and the taste of the

age for lighter productions had consigned the heavy
labours of Rapin and Oldmixon, of Carte and
Brady, to comparative neglect. A concise and
condensed, yet faithful narrative of events, elegantly

written in a style adapted to the day, was then a
desideratum, and he acquitted himself with credit,

judiciously dwelling upon the more important and
instructive subjects, and abridging the less interest-

ing portions.

It will now be interesting to give the opinions of

his different biographers upon his literary character,

which, when collected together, will best, perhaps,

enable the reader to form a just estimate of the

author's merits. " In the comic part of their

writings," says Sir W. Scott, " we have already said

Fielding is preeminent in grave irony, a Cervantic
species of pleasantry in which Smollett is not
equally successful. On the other hand, the Scotch-
man, notwithstanding the general opinion denies

that quality to his countrymen, excels in broad and
ludicrous humour. His fancy seems to run riot in

accumulating ridiculous circumstances one upon
another, to the utter destruction of all powers of
gravity ; and perhaps no hooks ever written have
excited such peals of inextinguishable laughter as

those of Smollett. The descriptions which affect

us thus powerfully border sometimes upon what is

called farce, or caricature ; but if it be the highest
praise of pathetic composition that it draws forth

tears, why should it not be esteemed the greatest

excellence of the ludicrous that it compels laughter?
The one tribute is at least as genuine an expression of
natural feeling as the other; and he who can read the
calamitous career of Trunnion and Hatchway, when
run away with by their mettled steeds, or the in-

imitable absurdity of the Feast of the Ancients,
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without a good hearty burst of honest laughter, must
be well qualified to look sad and gentlemanlike

with Lord Chesterfield and Master Stephen.
" Upon the whole, the genius of Smollett maybe

said to resemble that of Rubens. His pictures are

often deficient in grace, sometimes coarse, and even

vulgar in conception, deficient in keeping and in

due subordination of parts to each other, and inti-

mating too much carelessness on the. part of the

artist.

" But these faults are redeemed by such richness

and brilliancy of colours ; such a profusion of

imagination, now bodying forth the grand and

terrible, now the natural, the easy, and the ludi-

crous ; there is so much of life, action, and bustle

in every group he has painted ; so much force and

individuality of character ; that we readily grant

to Smollett an equal rank with his grand rival,

Fielding, while we place both far above any of their

successors in the same line of fictitious composi-

tion."

—

Biographical Notices, SfC. vol. i. 180. 1.

" As a writer," observes Dr. Anderson, " of that

species of modern romance which has been denomi-

nated a novel, he is entitled to the praise ofbeing one

of the greatest whom our nation has produced. He
ranks with Cervantes, Le Sage, Marivaux, Rousseau,

Richardson, and Fielding, the great masters of

prosaic fiction ; and though we cannot say he has sur-

passed them, he has entered into a noble competition.

He proves himself to have possessed, in an eminent

degree, the powers which are required to excel in this

species of composition—an extensive acquaintance

with human nature, an acute discernment, an exact

discrimination of character, a correct judgment of

probability in situations, an active imagination in

devising and combining incidents, with command
of language for describing them. His novels ex-

hibit the features that give most dignity to this

species of fiction—the artful conduct of an in-

teresting plot, the dramatic illustration of characters

drawn from actual observation, the accurate and

captivating representation of real domestic life,

without offending the modesty of nature, which are

found in great perfection in the novels of Le Sage,

professedly adopted by him as models of emulation.

The works of few novelists have been more justly

or more universally admired than those of Le Sage.

The vivacity of his characters, the interesting

nature of his incidents, the epigrammatic turn of

his dialogues, and the elliptical vein of satire by
which he inculcates his moral, and endeavours to

reform the follies of various orders in society, have

perhaps been equalled, but certainly have not been

surpassed by Smollett. In representing the cha-

racters of men as they are, not as they ought to be,

which seems to have been the object of LeSage in his

various works, Smollett displays much of the spirit

and humour of his model, and copies from nature

with the pleasantry and descriptive fidelity of

Hogarth. In the knowledge of human nature,

masculine humour, just observations on life, great

variety of original characters, and the powers of his

invention, he is equal to Richardson and Fielding

;

but he is inferior to them in pathos, sublimity, and
regularity of fable. By perusing the pages of Clarissa

and Tom Jones, the understanding is instructed,

mirth is excited, and all the purposes of moral im-

provement are attained. The romances of Smollett

are equally distinguished by a fertility of interesting

incidents, and a strong, lively, and picturesque

description of characters. They exhibit a series of

natural pictures of life and manners, which rival

the masterly productions of the moral, the sublime,

the pathetic, but tiresome Richardson, with all his

profound and accurate knowledge of the various

workings of the human heart ; and the ingenious,

the humorous, the diffuse Fielding, with all his wit,

learning, and knowledge of mankind. That Fielding

repeatedly displays a thorough acquaintance with

nature, and deserves the highest praise for his

humour, the very skilful management of his fable,

and the variety and contrast of his characters ; and
that innumerable passages may be pointed out in

Richardson which do infinite credit to the goodness

of his heart and the depth of his understanding,

superior to the best efforts of Smollett, cannot be

denied; yet, after perusing the wire-drawn history

of Clarissa, and the diffuse narrative of Tom Jones,

we never quit them with so much reluctance as we
feel in closing the pages of Smollett, who, with less

regularity of fable, and without introducing so many
observations of a moral tendency, or so much of

what may be called fine writing, possesses, in an

eminent degree, the art of rousing the feelings and
fixing the attention of his readers. The style is

characterised by a beautiful simplicity, a just

selection of appropriate terms and descriptive ex-

pressions, by turns easy, elegant, and pathetic.

'• His Adventures of Roderick Random exhibit

a natural, lively, and enteriaining representation of

the difficulties to which a friendless orphan is ex-

posed, without steady principles, open to be duped

by knavery, and perverted by example. The mean
scenes in which he is involved, from his own want

of experience as well as from the selfishness, malice,

and base indifference of mankind, are described

with true humour and simple elegance ; and every

reader finds entertainment in viewing those situa-

tions of life where the manners and passions are

undisguised by affectation, ceremony, or education;

and the whimsical peculiarities of disposition

appear as nature has implanted them. The base

purposes of hypocrisy, fraud, selfish plausibility,

cunning, and pretended friendship, are exposed in

a masterly manner; and the circumstances that

arise from the motley and repugnant qualities which

are often whimsically blended together by the folly

of men, are described with infinite humour and

sagacity. Many of the characters are drawn from

real life ; but short as the time is since the publica-

tion of this novel, it at present derives no advantage

from that source, and owes its celebrity to its

intrinsic merit alone. In describing the characters

of seamen he is peculiarly happy. Lieutenant

Bowling is a highly finished original, and equals

any character that has yet been painted by the

happiest genius of ancient or modern times. This

is indeed nature itself. As well as the ladder of

promotion, his very name has long become pro-

verbial for an honest, blunt seaman, unacquainted

with mankind and the ways of the world. The
phlegm of an old lawyer is happily illustrated in

the conduct of Random's grandfather ; and forms

the most striking contrast imaginable to the fero-

cious benevolence of the naval veteran. The dis-

appointment of the maiden aunts on opening the

old man's will, is infinitely natural and amusing.

The character of Strap is universally interesting

;

that of Morgan is truly comic. It is partly bor-

rowed from Shakespeare's Welshman ; but still it is

the imitation of a great master, not the tame copy

of a common artist. The style of this novel is
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characterised, with a few exceptions, by a beautiful

simplicit)T . It is -written in such a manner as to

please all times and all people. The moral tendency

of the story none can deny. It is written too with

the purest intentions of promoting virtue, and

correcting the ordinary follies of life."

—

Andersons

Lite, pp. 104, 105.

The views entertained of the same work by the

author's contemporary, himself no undistinguished

novelist—one of his most faithful friends and
fellow-travellers—Dr. Moore, must be allowed to

be still more interesting, while they are equally

candid and just. Be it recollected, moreover, that

he spoke from actual observation, and the authority

of experience derived from a long and intimate

knowledge of Smollett's merits and his failings :

—

" It certainly had never been in Smollett's contem-

plation to give a model for imitation in the character

of Random. His object evidently was, in imitation

of Le Sage, to lead a young man through a variety

of scenes, and put him into situations which afforded

him opportunities of exhibiting human nature in

interesting points of view, of agitating the passions,

of amusing the imagination, and of instructing the

understanding of the reader.
" The character of Strap is accurately delineated

from nature. His remonstrance, addressed to

Random in the sixteenth chapter, is at once pathetic

and humorous ; and distinguishes him not only as a

native of North Britain, but also of that particular

part of Scotland from whence he came.
" Although the hint of the character of Morgan

was probably taken from the Fluellen and the Sir

Hugh Evans of Shakespeare, yet it is admirably

varied, and highly entertaining. The scenes on

board the man of war, particularly that with Mack-
shane and Oakum in the thirteenth chapter, are

written with great spirit.

" In the character of Jack Rattlin, though short,

there are some admirable touches, highly charac-

teristic of an English sailor ; and that of Tom
Bowling is considered as a masterpiece exquisitely

true to nature ; which Smollett himself never

equalled in any of his subsequent romances, and
which was never surpassed in any work of the

kind."

—

Moore's Life.
" His Adventures of Peregrine Pickle, relate,

in easy elegant language, a succession of events,

forming a natural and well-drawn picture of

human life, which the thoughtless may peruse

with advantage, and the prudent with emotions

of triumph. From the wild, unlucky boy, teasing

his aunt and the commodore by mischievous

pranks, and heading a rebellion at school against

his master, we trace the headstrong youth of un-

broken piide and unbridled appetite, plunging into

foil)', vice, and dissipation ;
wasting his sub-

stance
;
injuring the woman of all others he loved

;

and at last pining in prison. In this forlorn situa-

tion, detesting the world, abhorring himself, and
loving Emilia to distraction, he protests to her

brother that he had broken off all connexions with

mankind, and that he impatiently longed for his

hour of dissolution, which if it should not arrive by
the course of nature, he was resolved to hasten it

by his own hands, rather than be exposed to the

contempt, and more intolerable pity of a rascally

world. He remains for some time obstinately

bent on this frantic determination, notwithstanding

the zealous efforts of expostulating friendship, and
but for the unexpected payment of a large debt,

which had been given up as lost, would probably

have sacrificed himself to that sullen, irrational

independence, which leads the infatuated spendthrift

into habits of misery and ruin ; and without im-

parting to him sufficient strength of mind to resist

temptation, or struggle with calamity, commences
in folly, and concludes with self-destruction. Roused

by the voice of friendship, and again restored to

affluence, he returns, with stern reluctance, founded

on a sense of his own unworthiness and vicious

imprudence, to society and love, convinced, that

after all the bustle of pleasure, and the glitter of

wealth, real happiness is only to be found in mode-

rate enjoyment, domestic tranquillity, and social

virtue. The story of Peregrine Pickle is undoubtedly

an effort of genius and fancy which rivals the

romance of Roderick Random in original invention,

interesting combination of incident, fine ridicule,

and useful application to the pursuits of life ; and

is perhaps superior to it in genuine humour and

profound learning. It is characterised by the

same elegant fluency of narration, and the same
interesting minuteness, agreeable vivacity, and

inimitable simplicity of description. That admir-

able faculty of drawing sea characters with pro-

priety, so conspicuous in Roderick Random, is

here displayed with renovated vigour ; in the por-

traits of Trunnion, Hatchway, and Pipes, he has

lavished all the powers of his genius ; their manners

and dialects are purely those of the watery ele-

ments ; yet they are perfectly original.* The
caricature of the physician is contrasted in the

most laughable manner with the portraits of Pallet

and Jolter. In the entertainment after the manner

of the ancients, given by the physician to a French

marquis, an Italian count, and a German baron,

Smollett displays profound erudition, and many
rich strokes of humour and pointed satire, directed,

in the rancour of Toryism, with eagerness against

his Whig opponent, Dr. Akenside Peregrine

Pickle is justly entitled to rank as a first-rate

novel, whose merits far exceed the modern pro-

ductions of frivolous fashion and sickly sentiment,

which serve only to mislead the judgment and

corrupt the heart."

—

Anderson's Life.

"Peregrine's first meeting with Emilia," observes

the author of Zeluco, " his falling in love, and the

behaviour of the young lady and her mother on

that occasion, are well described. The verses he

addresses to his mistress are in themselves pleasing,

and such as a youth of warm imagination might

naturally be supposed to have composed. The
manner in which these verses, with the letter in

which they were enclosed, were destroyed, the ex-

pedient which Pipes fell on to repair their loss, the

misunderstanding this produced between the lovers,

and the reconciliation, are all admirably invented,

and related in the happiest vein of humour.
" The character of Gamaliel Pickle, and the

different tempers with wmch he and Commodore
Trunnion bore the tyranny of their respective

wives, the one with the submission of an ox, the

other with the growling of a bear, are delineated

with the hand of a master. The adventures of the

gipsy girl introduced by Pickle into fashionable

assemblies as his relation, and received by them as

a high-bred and accomplished lady, and the cha-

• It is stated by Dr. Anderson, upon the authority of the

celebrated actor John Kemble, that the great orator and

writer Burke was particularly delighted with Pipes, and

thought it the most humorous and highly finished character

that ever was invented.
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racter of the misanthrope who pretended to he
deaf, are happy inventions ; hut in the ardour of
his humorous chase, Dr. Smollett sometimes leaves

delicacy too far hehind.

"The peculiar character of British seamen

—

their language, inclinations and manners, struck

the fancy of Smollett so forcibly during the short

period in which he was on hoard a ship of war,

that he has heen able to describe them with a

degree of spirit and pleasantry that has never been
equalled. The characters of Pipes, Hatchway,
and Trunnion are all different from each other

;

yet all consonant with the nature of that pe-

culiar species of mortals, English seamen ;—all

of the same blunt, thoughtless honesty, with the

same attachment to their own profession and habits,

yet each a most entertaining original

His sea characters were so entertaining to the

public, and he was universally thought to have
succeeded so wonderfully in drawing them, that he
himself became fond of the work

; yet he never
was so exquisitely7 successful as in his first attempt
in Tom Bowling."'

—

Moore's Life of Smollett.

The Adventures of Ferdinand Count Fathom,
are distinguished by the same bold and happy spirit;

the same lively facility and variety of expression.

It abounds with scenes of exquisite humour and
pointed satire, as well as genuine pathos, and know-
ledge of life and manners. The subject, however,
must be admitted to be a less happy one than
either of his preceding novels ; nor was his devia-

tion from his model, Le Sage, more fortunate,

leading him to exhibit, instead of an agreeahie
adventurer, like Gil Bias, that of an unrestrained
libertine, utterly devoid of principle, and conducting
him through scenes scarcely compatible with rea-

son, nature, and probability. It is professedly

written to unfold the mysteries of fraud, to instruct

the ignorant, to subject folly to ridicule, and vice to

indignation ; to rouse the spirit of mirth, wake the

soul of compassion, and touch the secret springs

that move the heart.
" His Adventures of Sir Launcelot Greaves are

related with the same vivacity and energy of ex-
pression which characterise his other productions.

The story, though improbable, is conducted with
much humour ; and though the plan is borrowed
from Don Quixote, it is truly original in the exe-
cution. It has many characters well drawn, many
entertaining incidents, and many fine strokes of
genius, nature, and passion. The character of Sir

Launcelot, a youth of elevated mind, actuated by
the noblest and most benevolent principles, is formed
on that of the grave knight of La Mancha ; and
Squire Crabshaw bears a ludicrous resemblance to

his facetious prototype, Sancho Panza
; yet they are

not tame unentertaining copies. They resemble
without imitating, and remind us ofwhat imparted
exquisite enjoyment, without diminishing their own
novelty. Readers unacquainted with Don Quixote
and his squire, will be delighted with Sir Launcelot
and Crabshaw ; those who have attended that

mirror of chivalry through the course of his strange
adventures, and listened with wonder to the shrewd
remarks of Sancho, will be surprised at the possi-

bility of giving originality to characters formed
upon that model. The portraits of Crowe, Ferret,

Oakley, and some others, are truly characteristic,

and demonstrative of the genuine humour, satirical

talents, and benevolent heart of the writer. Crowe
is a seaman easily distinguished from Bowling,

Trunnion, Pipes, or Hatchway. It has heen said

that Shakespeare has drawn a natural character ii

Caliban, not to be found in nature ; it may with
equal reason be affirmed, that Crowe is a true sea-

man that never existed, who talks in tropes and
figures borrowed from his profession, but never
used before. Smollett may he said to have in-

vented a language for this amphibious species, so

extremely natural, that nothing can he better

adapted to express the character. The oration of
Sir Launcelot to an election mob, is in the true

spirit of Cervantes
"His Adventures of an Atom belong to the

class of compositions in fictitious history, in the

form, rather than the substance of the work, which
consists of real characters and historical incidents

aggravated and embellished by humour and fancy,

and tinged by the dark hues of political prejudice.

This species of romance was first introduced into the

English language by Mrs. Manley, in the Me-
moirs of the New Atlantis," to stigmatize the Whig
administration in the reign of Queen Anne. It was
afterwards improved by Swift, who blended in his

political allegories, humour and satire, ridicule and
reality, with inimitable art and originality, and
advanced to perfection by Dr. Arbuthnot, in the

History of John Bull. The plan of this per-

formance combines the wild extravagance of Ra-
belais, and the broad caricature of Mrs. Manley,
with the splendid humour of Swift, and the brilliant

wit and profound erudition of Dr. Arbnthnot. He
takes the advantage of the Pythagorean doctrine

of transmigration to endue his atom with reason
and the organs of speech, which he excites in the

brain of Mr. Nathaniel Peacock, who writes down
what it dictates of the history of our period, during
which it underwent some strange revolutions in

the empire of Japan (England), and was conscious

of some political anecdotes to be divulged for the

instruction of British ministers. He professes to

give a plain narrative of historical incidents, with-

out pretending to philosophize like H—e, or dog-
matize like Sm—tt. The characters of the chiefs

who disputed the administration of Japan, are

drawn in the high style of recognisable caricature.

The portraits of King George II. and the Duke of

Cumberland, are aggravated with strokes of satire
;

and the leaders of the Whig party, with the excep-
tion of the Earl of Hardwick, ' the wisest man and
the greatest cypher,' are stigmatized as a set of

sordid knaves, utterly devoid of sentiment and in-

tegritv. . . . From our knowledge of Smollett's

character, we expect, what we find, in this work,

ideas that indicate a firm and lofty mind, and a

diction ardent and energetic, correspondent to the

feelings of his heart. Though it is inferior upon
the whole to his other novels for ingenuity and
contrivance in the composition, and for observation

of life, it is written for the most part with his usual

humour, animation, and felicity of expression.

His comparison of the Council Board to the alle-

gorical table of Cebes is well managed ; and his

digressions on surnames, breeches, alchemy, magic,
necromancy, and sorcery, display that peculiar

combination of profound learning and genuine
humour which forms the basis of ludicrous compo-
sition."

—

Anderson's Life.

It has been justly remarked by Dr. Moore, that

prejudice certainly guided his friend's pencil in

drawing the portraits, or rather the caricatures,

interspersed through this work, some of which do



LIFE AND WORKS OF TOBIAS SMOLLETT. XXXV11

the greatest injustice to the originals for whom they

were intended ;
" yet the performance of the whole

affords new proofs of the humour, wit, learning,

and powerful genius of the painter; and it may be

asserted with truth, that no political allegory has

been executed with equal wit and pleasantry since

the days of Arbuthnot."
" In his Expedition of Humphry Clinker,"

says Dr. Anderson, " he has avoided the extra-

vagances which may be justly charged to Count
Eathom, Sir Launcelot Greaves, and the Ad-
ventures of an Atom, and adhered closely to

nature and probability. Erom the wild excur-
sions of fancy, invention is brought home to range
through the probable occurrences of familiar life.

It has no extravagant characters, no unnatural

situations ; on the contrary, an admirable know-
ledge of life and manners is displayed, and most
useful lessons are given, applicable and interesting

to the inferior societies of life. It possesses all the

characteristic excellencies of the best efforts of his

genius
; strong sense and vigour of imagination,

masculine humour, variety of original characters,

just observations on life, picturesque description and
vivacity, and elegance of expression. It is the pro-

duction of a mind enriched and mellowed by expe-
rience, and softened, not soured, by misfortune. After
running a long course, he appears vigorous, fresh,

and unexhausted. He retains his natural warmth
and splendour. He sets like the sun in a clear

summer's evening, luminous and majestic. This
work is characterised by that facility and simple
elegance, by that liveliness and poignancy of ima-
gination, which are almost peculiar to himself.

With him an adherence to simplicity of fable has
not produced the effect of dulness nor excluded the

pleasure of novelty. The inimitable descriptions

of life which distinguish his other works, receive,

if possible, an additional force from the epistolary

form in which this novel is written ; which is

farther enhanced by the contrast that arises from
the general alternate insertion of the letters of
several correspondents. Instead of visionary scenes
and persons, the usual subjects of romance, we are
frequently presented with uncommon anecdotes,
and curious exhibitions of real life, described in

such a manner as to afford a pleasure even superior
to what arises from the portraits of fancy. The
character of Matthew Bramble, at once so amiable,
so distressful, and so ludicrous ; and those of Tabi-
tha and Lismahago, are painted with the highest
touches of discriminating humour and expression.

As to Humphry Clinker, he is only to be considered
as the nominal hero of the piece ; but his character,

as well as that of Winifred Jenkins, is almost un-
anticipated and highly comic. The letters from
Bramble and Melford, upon their tour to North
Britain, contain many delineations of scenery, and
representations of life and manners, that not only
gratify curiosity, but also tend to correctmany wrong
notions concerning that part of the island. We
are everywhere entertained with the narration or
description of something interesting or extraor-
dinary, calculated at once to amuse the imagination
and relieve the understanding from prejudice.

Every character appears such as we see it in life

;

and every circumstauce of every person is copied
with the utmost accuracy from where it really exists,

almost without exaggeration. The whole corre-
spondence is highly characteristic, and the incidents

are replete with mirth and humour ; and it is one

of the few works of invention produced by the
English writers which will always continue in

request."

—

Anderson's Life.

"In Humphry Clinker," observes Dr. Moore,
"the author hardly attempts any story ; it is a mere
vehicle for characters and remarks on life and
manners. The characters of the different corre-

spondents are supported throughout with the ut-

most propriety, and the peculiar style suitable to

each writer is maintained with more precision than
in any romance in the epistolary form with which
I am acquainted. . . . Many useful lessons are
given for the conduct of life, particularly in the
story of Mr. Baynard, who is brought to the brink
of ruin by the vanity of his wife, and the good-
natured facility of his temper. The whole of
Bramble's account of the Temple ofCold Reception
is admirably taken from nature

"Erom the assemblies of high life, Dr. Smollett
thought that humour was banished by ceremony,
affectation and cards ;

' that nature being castigated

almost to still life, mirth never appeared but m an
insipid grin.' His extreme fondness for humour,
therefore, led him to seek it where it was to be
found, namely, in the inferior societies of life,

which, in despite of the acuteness with which he
seized and described it, has exposed him to the
censure of the fastidious. Dr. Smollett seems,
when he wrote Humphry Clinker, to have been
conscious of the discontent and fretfulness that

appear in his letters from France and Italy ; and
to have had a just notion of his own character.

Neither Le Sage nor Fielding, had they been in-

timately acquainted with him, could have drawn
it more truly, nor with more humour than it ap-
pears in the letters of Matthew Bramble.
" The similitude among the characters ofRandom,

Pickle, and Bramble, has been repeatedly remarked.
The two former display the same fondness for prac-
tical jokes which was observed in Smollett when a
boy ; the same spirit in exposing presumptuous
ignorance, stigmatizing hypocrisy, repelling pride,

and applauding merit that he displayed in his me-
ridian ; and in the letters of Matthew Bramble, the

same peevishness that Smollett himself betrays in

his Travels, with that sensibility, benevolence, and
generosity of disposition, which he possessed from
the beginning to the end of his life."

—

Moore's Life

of Smollett.

The surpassing qualities of Smollett, as a novelist,

have also been examined with discrimination by
Mr. Cumberland, so well known as a novelist, a
dramatist, and an essayist, in his ingenious allego-

rical representation of the character of the most
eminent of his predecessors, Richardson, Fielding,
and Smollett, as drivers of a stage coach, in his

novel of Henry. " There was a third, somewhat
posterior in time not in talent, who was indeed a
rough driver, and rather too severe to his cattle

;

but in faith he carried us at a merry pace over
land or sea ; nothing came amiss to him, for he was
up to both elements, and a match for nature in
every shape, character, and degree. He was not
very courteous, it must be owned ; for he had a
capacity for higher things, and was above his

business ; he wanted only a little more suavity and
discretion to have figured with the best."—Henry,
Book III.

Smollett's Travels, says Dr. Anderson, writ-

ten in low spirits, bad health, and ill humour,
still deserve to be mentioned with respect for
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that spirit of freedom, happily tempered by the

judgment and sensibility which animates his ob-

servations, and the energy and elegant simplicity

of the language. His descriptions, though not

luxuriant, are, it must be owned, sometimes inde-

licate ; and his remarks, though not superficial, are

sometimes peevish ; but these defects are amply
compensated by the insight he gives us into the ge-

nius, manners, customs, and government of the dif-

ferent people whom he characterises. " I chiefly con-

sulted," says Lord Gardenstone, " Keysler, Moore,

and Smollett. I was best pleased with my old and
excellent friend Smollett. Testy and discontented as

he is, he writes with perspicuity ; his observations

are generally sensible, and even his oddities are

entertaining."— Travelling Memorandums.
" In Smollett's Letters," says Dr. Moore, " there

are many excellent and uncommon observations ;

and on their first appearance they pleased in gene-

ral, notwithstanding the cynic style in which they

are written, and they pleased some on that very

account."
" As a dramatist," says Dr. Anderson, " his

genius is of a less considerable character than

might be expected from his unrivalled talent for

the description of life and manners. He was in

possession of humour and fancy ; his wit had

every character of fertile invention, true plea-

santry, and flexibility to every subject ; he was
capable of delineating the individual object with

peculiar happiness ; but he beheld his powers in

a light which deceived him, when he aimed at

bringing his characters into the business of the

stage, and creating a dramatic series of events

confined to the unities of time and place. Here
his knowledge of imitative representation, and

acquaintance with the jeu de theatre failed him,

but not his talents for personative poetry. The
tragedy of the Regicide will be thought a very

great effort of genius, considering the early age of

the author when he finished it. Though reckoned

undramatic, declamatory, and uninteresting, it un-

questionably excels in language, pathos, situation,

and every other dramatic requisite, most of the

tragedies which were presented to the public at the

time. It is highly animated, natural, and pathetic.

The characters are skilfully handled, and finely

contrasted : the virtuous Dunbar ; the headstrong

Stuart ; the devoted Eleonora—esteeming the first,

yet spite of herself loving the latter ; dis- lay a

dramatic genius and power, that little merited the

severely caustic criticism of Churchill, in his

Apology to the Reviewers :

—

" Who ever read the Regicide but swore
The author wrote as man ne'er wrote before;
Others for plots and under plots may call

—

Here's the right method, have no plot at all.

Who can so often in his cause engage
The lively pathos of the Grecian stage ?

While horrors rise, and tears spontaneous flow,

Or tragic Ah ! and no less tragic Oh !

To praise his nervous weakness all agree;
And then for sweetness, who so sweet as he ?

Too big for utterance when sorrows swell,

The too big sorrows flowing tears must tell.

But when these flowing tears must cease to flow,

Why—then the verse must speak aeain you know."
Apology to the Critical Reviewers.

" In the Reprisal, he evinces dramatic powers,
which, if he had persevered in writing for the stage,

might have obtained him equal distinction in this de-
partment of literature. His comic genius has shown
itself very conspicuously in this afterpiece. There

is throughout the performance a close imitation of

nature. The blunders of the Irishman are none

of them forced
;
they are such as cannot fail to

strike, and provoke laughter, because there are

none of them that have not been heard, at some
time or other, to fall from the mouth of such a

character. There is a mixture of pride, pedantry,

stiffness, and humanity in the Scotchman, that

marks him very strongly. The Frenchman is

finely distinguished; his gasconading, his cowardice,

his making love, and his rage, are highly comic.
" As a poet, his compositions are so excellent, as

to make us regret that they are not more numerous.

His flexible genius is adapted to various kinds of

poetry ; to the sprightly as well as the serious ; to

the descriptive as well as the amatory ; to the se-

vere energy of satire as well as to the higher

tones and more delicate effusions of the lyre.

Lively, humorous, witty, elegant, tender, satirical,

pathetic, and sublime, he is happy and successful

in whatever the universality of his genius prompts

him to undertake.
" His Ode to Independence, the greatest effort of

his genius, rivals in spirit and sublimity, in strength

of conception and beauty of colouring, the sublime

odes of Dryden, Collins, and Gray, the great

masters of the British lyre. The lineage, educa-

tion, and achievements of Independence, are de-

scribed with strength of judgment, and fertility of

fancy ; and the influence of that power on his own
mind, in preserving him from servility, and enabling

him to look with contempt on titled folly and dig-

nified presumption, is displayed with the energy of

sublime sentiment, and the charms of splendid and
animated imagery :

—

" Thy spirit, Independence, let me share,

Lord of the lion heart and eagle eye,

Thy sti-ps I follow with my bosom bare.

Nor heed the storm that howls along the sky."

The poet " rapt, inspired," with the spirit of

that majestic independence which he was too

proud ever to compromise, continues in a strain of

nervous poetry, as wild as it is bold and romantic :

—

" A goddess violated brought thee forth,

Immortal Liberty, whose look sublime
Hath blanch'd the tyrant's cheek in every varying clime.'

Independence, in the opinion of the author, de-

notes that internal sense and consciousness of

freedom which beget magnanimity, fortitude, and
that becoming pride, which leads us to respect our-

selves, and do nothing unworthy of our condition.

Liberty, therefore, is with perfect propriety said

to be the mother of Independence, and Disdain,

his father: Disdain arising from indignation

against an oppressor, and triumph on having frus-

trated or escaped his malice. This noble and self-

respecting sentiment is finely characterised in the

following boldly descriptive lines :
—

" Of ample front the portly chief appearM;
The hunted bear supplied a shaggy vest;

The drifted snow hung on his yellow beard ;

And his broad shoulders brav'd the furious blast."

"If their liberty is attacked, men are alarmed
;

they feel the value of their condition
;
they are

moved with indignation against their oppressors

;

they exert themselves ; and if they are successful,

or escape the danger that threatened them, they

triumph—they reflect on the happiness conferred by
freedom—they applaud themselves for their exer-

tions, become magnanimous and independent. There
is, therefore, no less propriety in deducing the
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origin of Independence from Disdain and Liberty,

than in fixing the era of his birth. The Saxons,

free, simple, and inoffensive, were attacked, escaped

the violence of their adversary, reflected on the

felicity of their condition, and learned independence.

" The education of Independence, and the scene

of his nativity, are suited to illustrious lineage, and

to the high achievements for -which he was destined.

1 The light he saw in Albion's happy plains,

Where under cover of a flowering thorn,

While Philomel renew'd her warbled strains,

The auspicious fruit of stol'n embrace was born :

The mountain Dryads seiz'd with joy

The smiling infant to their charge consign'd
;

The Doric muse caress'd the favorite boy;

The hermit Wisdom stor'd his opening mind.'

" Thus divinely instructed, he distinguished him-

self by heroic and beneficent actions :

—

' Accomplish'd thus, he wing'd his way,

And zealous rov'd from pole to pole,

The rolls of right eternal to display.

And warm with patriot thoughts th' aspiring sou!

'

" He acknowledges with gratitude the protection

he had requested, and the power of independence

in preserving him untainted by the debasing influ-

ences of grandeur, and the admiration of vain

magnificence. Animated with this reflection, and

conscious of the dignity annexed to an independent

state of mind, he inveighs against those minions

who would impose upon mankind by the ostenta-

tion of wealth, and the parade of pageantry.

' In Fortune's car behold that minion ride,

With either India's glittering spoils opprest;

So moves the sumpter mule in harness'd pride,

That bears the treasure which he cannot taste.

For him let venal hards disgrace the bay,

And hireling minstrels wake the tinkling string;

Her sensual snares let faithless Pleasure lay,

And all her gingling bells fantastic Folly ring

Disquiet, Doubt, and Dread, shall intervene ;

And Nature still to all her feelings just,

In vengeance hang a damp on every scene,

Shook from the baleful pinions of disgust.'

" Here is added to the embellishments of fancy,

and the charms of harmony, the proud, grand spirit

which makes the true poet, when he appeals to

no other muse but his honest indignation and love

of truth—the ' indignatio facit versus ' of the old

satiric poets. In his Advice and Reproof, he

strongly displays this character of an indignant

censor, and he inflicts his stripes on the slaves of

vile passions, the perpetrators of vice and injustice,

dupes of folly, agents of fraud, corruption, and

villany. He holds up to public execration the vices

and profligacy of the self-styled great, which, while

they degrade human nature, tend to destroy all

confidence in governments, to dissolve the social

ties, and insensibly bring great states to ruin. Here

he seems to have had the Whigs in his eye; and

even to have taken upon himself the mantle of

the prophet, when he speaks of ' the sordid knaves,'

whom he holds up to public scorn for sacrificing to

their own petty wants the interests of a great people.

In many instances his acrimony is too severe, and

his chastisement too indiscriminate. He ridicules

courts and censures ministers 'with all the dignity

of independence, and all the loftiness of a mind that

would not debase itself.' The strength and acute-

ness of his satirical genius are at the same time

displayed in the cause of virtue and decorum by
exposing to general scorn the great offenders against,

both— amenable to no other tribunal—'who,

though they defy serious reproof, tremble at the

xxxtx

thoughts of seeing their vices and follies attacked

by the shafts of ridicule.'

" His smaller poems, written chiefly on occasional

subjects, and dispersed up and down his novels and

plays, are marked by the different dispositions

which must have prevailed in different periods and

situations of his life. His elegantly plaintive Love

Elegy cannot be too much admired. It has all the

tender suavity and plaintive simplicity of Tibullus.

His Tears of Scotland ought not to be mentioned

without every commendation. It discovers a genius

equally fitted for the pathetic and the sublime. The

following passage is exquisitely tender and beau-

tiful :—
' The pious mother doom'd to death,

Forsaken wanders o'er the heath.

The bleak wind whistles round her head :

Her helpless orphans cry for bread.

Bereft of shelter, food, and friend,

She views the shades of night descend,

And streteb'd beneath th' inclement skies,

Weep's o'er her tender babes and dies.'

Anderson's Life.

His Ode to Leven Water possesses great deli-

cacy of sentiment, with picturesque description,

diversified with a rich succession of pastoral images.

In his Ode to Mirth, he was eminently happy, dis-

plaving a high reach of poetic thought, with a

singular variety of figures, and richness of har-

mony and flow of verse. Nor is his Burlesque

Ode without its characteristic merit, a peculiar

felicity of style and expression, however ill selected

in point of subject. That to Sleep, like his first to

Leven Water, displays the tenderness and delicacy

of sentiment, and pleasing fancy, so conspicuous in

all the lighter works of this versatile writer. His

songs are also replete with those qualities which

acquired for them a well-deserved reputation in the

musical annals of the day ; and in particular, that

of his Blue-eyed Ann, which is in the ballad style,

and full of natural pathos and simplicity*

* A celebrated poet of the present day—the author of

"The Pleasures of Hope," has done justice to the poetical

character of his predecessor and countiynian in the following

accurate estimate of Smollett's merits :—" His poetical

compositions have a portion of delicacy not to be found in

his novels; but they have not, like those prose fictions, the

strength of a master's hand. Were he to live again, we might

wish him to write more poetry, in the belief that his poetical

talent would improve by exercise; but we should be glad

that we had more novels, just as they are."—{Specimens of

the British Poets.)— It may be interesting to add the follow-

ing traits, referred to by the same, and other modern autho-

rities, entitled to undoubted credit. Not many anecdotes—

nor those remarkably characteristic—have been related

respecting the maturer days of Smollett. It seems that

while engaged in some portion of ' Sir Launcelot Greaves,'

he was residing at Paxton, in Berwickshire, on a visit to the

late George Home, Esq., and when post time drew near, he

used to retire for half an hour, or an hour, to prepare the

necessary quantity of copy, as it is technically termed in the

printing-house, which he never gave himself the trouble to

correct, or even to read over."

—

Biographical Memoirs.—
Scott.

"The tradition still remaining at Glasgow is, that Smollett

was a restless apprentice and a mischievous stripling. While

at the university, he cultivated the study of literature, as

well as that of medicine, and showed a disposition for poetry,

but very often in tnat bitter vein of satire whien he carried

so plentifully into the temper of his future years."

—

Campbell.
" Mr. Lewis, of Chelsea, who died in 1783, used to bind

books for and enjoy the company and conversation of the first

literary men of his day, and was generally supposed to have

been the original of Strap, in ' Roderick Random.' Mrs.

Lewis often assured the writer of this article that her hus-

band denied the assertions of many people, as often as it

was mentioned to him; but there is every reason to suppose

him to have been the person that Smollett had in view, as
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In his person, Dr. Smollett was stout, rather ahove
the middle size, and well proportioned. His coun-
tenance was extremely engaging, although his

manner was reserved, with a certain air of dignity,

that, in the opinion of his contemporary biogra-
phers, seemed to indicate that he was not uncon-
scious of his own powers. He had a peculiar smile,

they came out of Scotland together: and when Smollett lived
at Chelsea, Mr. Lewis used to dine every Sunday with him."—Nichols' Lilerary Anecdotes, vol. III. p. 465.

" Smollett had written both for and against ministers,
perhaps not always from independent motives; but to tind
the man whose genius has given exhilaration tomillions, thus
reduced to beg, and to be refused the means that might have
smoothed the pillow of his death-bed in a foreign country, is

a circumstance which fills the mind rather too strongly with
the recollection of Cervantes."

—

Campbell.
" Of most authors by profession, who has displayed a more

fruitful genius, and exercised more intense industry, with a
loftier sense of his independence, than Smollett? But look
into his life and enter into his feelings, and you will be
shocked at the disparity of his situation with the genius of
the man. His life was a succession of struggles, vexations,
and disappointments—yet, of success in his writings. Smol-
lett, who is a great poet, though he has written little in
verse, and whose rich genius had composed the most ori-
ginal pictures of human life, was compelled by his wants to
debase his name by selling his ' Voyages and Travels,'
which he never could have read. When he had worn him-
self down in the service of the public, or the booksellers,
there remained not of all his slender remunerations, in the
last stage of life, sufficient to convey him to a cheap country
and a restorative air on the continent."

—

D'Israeli's Calami-
ties of Authors.

" The strong picture of the discomfort of his naval life,

which he afterwards drew, is said to have attracted consider-
able attention to the internal economy of our ships of war,
and to have occasioned the commencement of some salutary
reformations."—Campbell.

which, with his eye, beamed intelligence, wit. md
mirth, giving to his whole physiognomy a new and
lively expression, that by which his mother, after so
long an absence, at once recognised him_ In the
opinion of his friend, Dr. Moore, he had a consider-
able share of pride, and great sensibility ; his
passions were easily moved, and too impetuous
when roused. He was intrepid, independent, but
imprudent ; and more disposed to cultivate the ac-

quaintance of those he could serve, than of those
who could serve him. What wonder that a man of
his character was not what is called successful in

life?

Smollett lived in an hospitable manner, but he
despised that hospitality which is founded on osten-
tation, which entertains only those whose situation

in life flatters the vanity of the entertainer, or such
as can make returns of the same kind ; that hos-
pitality which keeps a debtor and creditor account
of dinners. Smollett invited to his plain, but plen-
tiful table, the persons whose characters he es-

teemed, in whose conversation he delighted ; and
many for no other reason than because they stood
in need of his countenance and protection.

In the concluding passage that follows is con-
tained the crowning praise of Smollett's indepen-
dent mind. " As nothing was more abhorrent to

his nature than pertness or intrusion, few things
could render him more indignant than a cold re-

ception. To this, however, he imagined he had
sometimes been exposed on his application in favour
of others ; for himself he never made an applica-

tion to any great man in his life."

—

Moore's Life.

THOMAS ROSCOE.

Naiemler 134?.
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THE PREFACE.

Of all kimls of satire, there is none so entertaining and
universally improving, as that which is introduced, as it

were, occasionally, in the course of an interesting story,

which brings every incident home to life; and, by represent-
ing familiar scenes in an uncommon and amusing point of
view, invests them with all the graces of novelty, while
nature is appealed to in every particular.

The reader gratifies his curiosity in pursuing the adven-
tures of a person in whose favour he is prepossessed; he
espouses his cause, he sympathizes with him in distress; his
indignation is heated against the authors of his calamity ; the
humane passions are inflamed ; the contrast between dejected
virtue and insulting vice appears with greater aggravation

;

and every impression having a double force on the imagi-
nation, the memory retains the circumstance, and the heart
improves by the example. The attention is not tired with a
bare catalogue of characters, but agreeably diverted with all
the variety of invention ; and the vicissitudes of life appear
in their peculiar circumstances, opening an ample field for
wit and humour.
Romance, no doubt, owes its origin to ignorance, vanity,

and superstition. In the dark ages of the world, when a man
had rendered himself famous for wisdom or valour, his family
and adherents availed themselves of his superior qualities,
magnified his virtues, and represented his character and
person as sacred and supernatural. The vulgar easily swal-
lowed the bait, implored his protection, and yielded the
tribute of homage and praise even to adoration ; his exploits
were handed down to posterity witli a thousand exagge-
rations; they were repeated as incitements to virtue; divine
honours were paid, and altars erected to his memory, for the
encouragement of those who attempted to imitate his
example; and hence arose the heathen mythology, which is
no other than a collection of extravagant romances. As
learning advanced, and genius received cultivation, these
stories were embellished with the graces of poetry

; that they
might the better recommend themselves to the attention,
they were sung in public, at festivals, for the instruction and
delight of the audience; and rehearsed before battle, as in-
centives to deeds of glory. Thus tragedy and the epic muse
were born, and, in the progress of taste, arrived at perfection.
It is no wonder that the ancients could not relish a fable in
prose, after they had seen so many remarkable events cele-
brated in verse, by their bsst poets

; we, therefore, find no
romance among them, during the era of their excellence
unless the Cyropoedia of Zenophon may be so called ; and it

was not till arts and sciences began to revive, after the irrup- '

Hon of the Barbarians into Europe, that any thing of this i

kind appeared. But when the minds of men were debauched, I

by the imposition of priestcraft, to the most absurd pitch of i

credulity, the authors of romance arose, and, losing sight of
probability, filled their performances with the most"mon-

I

strous hyperboles. If they could not equal the ancient poets
;

in point of genius, they were resolved to excel them in

'

fiction, and apply to the wonder rather than the judgment of
their readers. Accordingly they brought necromancy to their
aid, and instead of supporting the character of their heroes
by dignity of sentiment and practice, distinguished them by
their bodily strength, activity, and extravagance of be-
haviour. Although nothing could be more ludicrous and
unnatural than the figures they drew, they did not want
patrons and admirers, and the world actually began to be

infected with the spirit of knight-errantry, when Cervantes, by
an inimitable piece of ridicule, reformed the taste of man-
kind, representing chivalry ill the right point of view, and
converting romance to purposes far more useful and enter-
taining, by making it assume the sock, and point out the
follies of ordinary life.

The same method has been practised by other Spanish and
French authors, and by none more successfully than by
Monsieur he Sage, who, in his Adventures of Gil Bias, has
described the knavery and foibles of life, with infinite humour
and sagacity. The following sheets I have modelled on his
plan, taking the liberty, however, to differ from him in the
execution, where I thought his particular situations were
uncommon, extravagant, or peculiar to the country in which
the scene is laid. The disgraces of Gil Bias are, for the
most part, such as rather excite mirth than compassion: he
himself laughs at them; and his transitions from distress to
happiness, or at least ease, are so sudden, that neither the
reader has time to pity him, nor himself to be acquainted
with affliction. This conduct, in my opinion, not only de-
viates from probabi.ity, but prevents that generous indigna-
tion which ought to animate the reader against the sordid
and vicious disposition of the world.

I have attempted to represent modest merit struggling
with every difficulty to which a friendless orphan is exposed,
from his own want of experience, as well as from the selfish-
ness, envy, malice, and base indifference of mankind. To
secure a favourable prepossession, I have allowed him the
advantages of birth and education, which, in the series of
his misfortunes, will, I hope, engage the ingenuous more
warmly in his behalf; and though I foresee that some people
will be offended at the mean scenes in which he is involved,
I persuade myself the judicious will not only perceive the
necessity of describing those situations to which he must of
course be confined, in his low state, but also find entertain-
ment in viewing those parts of life, where the humours and
passions are undisguised by affectation, ceremony, or edu-
cation

;
and the whimsical peculiarities of disposition appear

as nature has implanted them. But I believe I need not
trouble myself in vindicating a practice authorized by the best
writers in this way, some of whom I have already named.
Every intelligent reader will, at first sight, perceive I have

not deviated from nature in the facts, which are all true in
the main, although the circumstances are altered and dis-
guised, to avoid personal satire.

It now remains to give my reasons for making the chief
personage of this work a North Briton ; which are chielly
these

:
I could at a small expense bestow on him such edu-

cation as I thought the dignity of his birth and character
required, which could not possibly be obtained in England,
by such slender means as the nature of my plan would afford.
In the next place, I could represent simplicity of manners in
a remote part of the kingdom, with more propriety than in
any other place near the capital

; and, lastly, the disposition
of the Scots, addicted to travelling, justifies my conduct in
deriving an adventurer from that country.
That the delicate reader may not be offended at the un-

meaning oaths which proceed from the mouths of some per-
sons in these memoirs, I beg leave to premise, that I
imagined nothing could more effectually expose the absurdity
of such miserable expletives, than a natural and verbal
representation of the discourse in which they occur.

H



APOLOGUE.

A rpture painter, indulging a vein of pleasantry, sketched a

kind of conversation-piece, representing a bear, an owl, a

monkey, and an ass ; and to render it more striking, humo-

rous, and moral, distinguished ever)' figure by some emblem

of human life.

Bruin was exhibited in the garb and attitude of an old,

toothless, drunken soldier; the owl, perched upon the handle

oi a coffee-put, vith spectacles on his oose, seemed W con-

template a newspaper ; and the ass, ornamented with a huge

tye-wig (which, however, could not conceal his long ears),

sat for his picture to the monkey, who appeared with the

implements of painting. This whimsical group afforded

some mirth, and met with general approbation, until some

mischievous wag hinted that the whole was a lampoon upon

the friends of the performer ; an insinuation which was no

sooner circulated, than those very people who applauded it

before began to be alarmed, and even to fancy themselves

signified by the several figures of the piece.

Among others, a worthy personage in years, who had

served in the army with reputation, being incensed at the

supposed outrage, repaired to the lodgings of the painter,

and, finding him at home, » Hark ye, Mr. Monkey," said he,

" I have a good mind to convince you, that though the bear

has lost his teeth, he retains his paws, and that b.e is not so

drunk but he can perceive your impertinence—'Sblood! sir,

that toothless jaw is a d—ned scandalous libel—but don't vou

imagine me so chopfallen as not to be able to chew the cud

of resentment." Here he was interrupted by the arrival of

a learned phvsician, who, advancing to the culprit with fury

in his aspect, exclaimed, " Suppose the augmentation of the

ass's ears should prove the diminution of the baboon's—nay,

seek not to prevaricate, for by the beard of Esculapius !
there

is not one hair in this periwig that will not stand up in judg-

ment to convict thee of personal abuse.—Do but observe,

Captain, how this pitiful little fellow has copied the very

curls— the colour, indeed, is different, but then the form and

foretop are quite similar." While he thus remonstrated in a

strain of vociferation, a venerable senator entered, and wad-

dling up to the delinquent, " Jackanapes !" cried he, " I will

now let thee see I can read something else than a newspaper,

and that, without the help of spectacles—here is your own

note of hand, sirrah, for money which, if I had not advanced,

you yourself would have resembled an owl, in not daring to

show your face by day, you ungrateful slanderous knave
!"

In vain the astonished painter declared that he had no in-

tention to give offence, or to characterize particular persons

:

they affirmed the resemblance was too palpable to be over-

looked ;
they taxed him with insolence, malice, and ingrati-

tude ; and their clamours being overheard by the public, the

captain was a bear, the doctor an ass, and the senator an

owl, to his dying day.

Christian reader, I beseech thee, in the bowels of the Lord,

remember this example while thou art employed in the

perusal of the following sheets; and seek not to appropriate

to thyself that which equally belongs to five hundred different

people. If thou shouldst meet with a character that reflects

thee in some ungracious particular, keep thy own counsel

;

consider that one feature makes not a face, and that, though

thou art, perhaps, distinguished by a bottle nose, twenty 0/

thy neighbours may be in the same predicament.
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ADVENTURES OF RODERICK RANDOM,

CHAPTER L

Of my Birth and Parentage.

I was born in the northern part of this united king-
dom, in the house of my grandfather ; a gentleman
of considerable fortune and influence, who had, on
many occasions, signalized himself in behalf of his

country ; and was remarkable for his abilities in the
law, which he exercised with great success, in the
station of a judge, particularly against beggars, for

whom he had a singular aversion.

My father, his youngest son, falling in love with
a poor relation, who lived with the old gentleman in

quality of housekeeper, espoused her privately ; and
I was the first fruit of that marriage. During her
pregnancy, a dream discomposed my mother so
much, that her husband, tired with her importunity,
at last consulted a Highland seer, whose favourable
interpretation he would have secured before-hand
by a bribe, but found him incorruptible. She
dreamed she was delivered of a tennis-ball, which
the devil (who, to her great surprise, acted the part
of midwife) struck so forcibly with a racket, that
it disappeared in an instant ; and she was for some
time inconsolable for the loss of her offspring ; when
all of a sudden, she beheld it return with equal
violence, and enter the earth beneath her feet,

whence immediately sprung up a goodly tree
covered with blossoms, the scent of which operated
so strongly on her nerves, that she awoke. The
attentive sage, after some deliberation, assured my
parents, that their first-born would be a great tra-

veller ; that he would undergo many dangers and
difficulties, and at last return to his native land,
where he would flourish in happiness and reputation.

How truly this was foretold, will appear in the se-

quel. It was not long before some officious person
informed my grandfather of certain familiarities that

passed between his son and housekeeper, which
alarmed him so much, that a few days alter, he told

my father it was high time for him to think of set-

tling ; and that he had provided a match for him,
to which he could in justice have no objections.

My father, finding it would be impossible to conceal
his situation much longer, frankly owned what he
had done, and excused himself for not having asked
the consent of his father, by saying, he knew it

would have been to no purpose ; and that, had his
inclination been known, my grandfather might have
taken such measures as would have effectually put
the gratification of it out of his power. He added,
that no exceptions coidd be taken to his wife's

virtue, birth, beauty, and good sense ; and as for
fortune, it was beneath his care. The old gentle-
man, who kept all his passions, except one, in
excellent order, heard him to an end with great
temper ; and then calmly asked, how he proposed
to maintain himself and spouse ? He replied, he
could be in no danger of wanting, while his father's

tenderness remained, which he and his wife shoidd

always cultivate with the utmost veneration ; that

he was persuaded his allowance would be suitable

to the dignity and circumstances of his family, and
to the provision already made for his brothers and
sisters, who were happily settled under his protec-

tion. "Your brothers and sisters," said my grand-
father, " did not think it beneath them to consult me
in an affair of such importance as matrimony ; nei-

ther, I suppose, would you have omitted that piece

of duty, had not you some secret fund in reserve,

to the comforts of which I leave you, with a desire

that you will this night seek out another habitation

for yourself and wife, whither, in a short time, I

will send you an account of the expense I have
been at in your education, with a view of being
reimbursed. Sir, you have made the grand tour ;—
you are a polite gentleman,—a very pretty gentle-

man ;
— I wish you a great deal of joy, and am

your very humble servant." So saying, he left my
father in a situation easily imagined. However, he
did not long hesitate

;
for, being perfectly well ac-

quainted with his father's disposition, he did not
doubt that he was glad of this pretence to get rid

of him ; and his resolves being invariable as the

laws of the Medes and Persians, he knew it would
be to no purpose to attempt him by prayers and en-

treaties ; so, without any further application, he
betook himself with his disconsolate bedfellow, to

a farm-house, where an old servant of his mother
dwelt, There they remained for some time in a
situation but ill adapted to the elegance of their

desires, and tenderness of their love
;
which, never-

theless, my father chose to endure, rather than sup-

plicate an unnatural and inflexible parent. But my
mother, foreseeing the inconvenience to which she
must have been exposed, had she been delivered in

this place (and her pregnancy was very far advan-
ced), without communicating her design to her
husband, went in disguise to the house of my grand-
father, hoping that her tears and condition would
move him to compassion, and reconcile him to an
event which was now irrevocably past. She found
means to deceive the servants, and was introduced
as an unfortunate lady, who wanted to complain of
some matrimonial grievances ; it being my grand-
father's particular province to decide in all cases of
scandal. She was accordingly admitted into his

presence ; where discovering herself, she fell at

his feet, and in the most affecting manner implored
his forgiveness ; at the same time representing the
danger that threatened not only her life, but that of
his own grandchild, which was about to see the
light. He told her, he was sorry that the indiscre-

tion of her and his son had compelled him to make
a vow, which put it out of his power to give them
any assistance ; that he had already imparted his

thoughts on that subject to her husband, and was
surprised that they should disturb his peace with
any further importunity. This said, he retired. The
violence of my mother's affliction had such an effect

on her constitution, that she was immediately seized
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with the pains of childbed ; and had not an old

maid servant, to whom she was very dear, afforded

her pity and assistance, at the hazard of incurring

my grandfather's displeasure, she and the innocent

fruit of her womb must have fallen miserable vic-

tims to his rigour and inhumanity. By the friend-

ship of this poor woman, she was carried up to a

garret, and immediately delivered of a man-child,

the story of whose unfortunate birth he himself now
relates. My father being informed of what had

happened, flew to the embraces of his darling spouse,

and, while he loaded his offspring with paternal

caresses, could not forbear shedding a flood of tears,

on beholding the dear partner of his heart, for

whose ease he woidd have sacrificed the treasures

of the east, stretched upon a flock bed in a misera-

ble apartment, unable to protect her from the in-

clemencies of the weather. It is not to be sup-

posed, that the old gentleman was ignorant of what

passed, though he affected to know nothing of the

matter, and pretended to be very much surprised,

when one of his grandchildren, by his eldest son

deceased, who lived with him as his heir apparent,

acquainted him with the affair. He determined,

therefore, to observe no medium, but immediately,

on the tliird day after her delivery, sent her a per-

emptory order to be gone, and turned off the ser-

vant who had preserved her life. This behaviour

so exasperated my father, that he had recourse to

the most dreadful imprecations ;
and, on his bare

knees, implored that heaven would renounce him,

if ever he should forget or forgive the barbarity of

his sire. The injuries which this unhappy mother

received from her removal in such circumstances,

and the want of necessaries where she lodged, to-

gether with her grief and anxiety of mind, soon

threw her into a languishing disorder, which put an

end to her life. My father, who loved her tenderly,

was so affected with her death, that he remained six

weeks deprived of his senses
;
during which time,

the people where he lodged carried the infant to

the old man, who relented so far, on hearing the

melancholy story of his daughter-in-law's death,

and the deplorable condition of his son, as to send

the child to nurse ; and he ordered my father to be

carried home to his house, where he soon recovered

the use of his reason. Whether this hard-hearted

judge felt any remorse for his cruel treatment of his

son and daughter, or (which is more probable) was
afraid his character would suffer in the neighbour-

hood, he professed great sorrow for his conduct to

my father, whose delirium was succeeded by a

profound melancholy and reserve. At length he

disappeared, and, notwithstanding all imaginable

inquiry, could not he heard of; a circumstance

which confirmed most people in the opinion of his

having made away with himself in a fit of despair.

How I understood the particulars of my birth, will

appear in the course of these memoirs.

CHAPTER n.

I prow up—Am hated by my Relations—Sent to School

—

Neglected by my Grandfather—Maltreated by my Master

—

Seasoned to Adversity— I form Cabals against the Pedant

—Am debarred access to my Grandfather—Hunted by his

Heir— I demolish the Teeth of his Tutor.

There were not wanting some who suspected my
uncles of being concerned in my father's fate, on

the supposition that they would all share in the

patrimony destined for him ; and this conjecture

was strengthened by reflecting, that, in all his ca-

lamities, they never discovered the least inclination

to serve him
;
but, on the contrary, by all the arti-

fices in their power, fed his father's resentment,

and supported his resolution of leaving him to

misery and want. But people of judgment treated

this situation as an idle chimera
;

because, had

my relations been so wicked as to consult their

interest by committing such an atrocious crime,

the fate of my father would have extended to me
too, whose life was another obstacle to their ex-

pectation. Meanwhile, I grew apace ; and as I

strongly resembled my father, who was the darling

of the tenants, I wanted nothing which their indi-

gent circumstances could afford : but their favour

was a weak resource against the jealous enmity of

my cousins ; who, the more my infancy promised,

conceived the more implacable hatred against me ;

and, before I was six years of age, had so effectually

blockaded my grandfather, that I never saw him
but by stealth ; when I sometimes made up to his

chair, as he sat to view his labourers in the field :

yja which occasions, he would stroke my head, bid

me be a good boy, and promise to take care of me.

I was soon after sent to school at a village hard by,

of which he had been dictator time out of mind ;

but as he neither paid for my board, nor supplied

me with domes, books, and other necessaries I re-

quired, my condition was very ragged and con-

temptible ; and the schoolmaster, who, through fear

of my grandfather, taught me gratis, gave himself

no concern about the progress I made under his

instruction. In spite of all these difficulties and
disgraces, I became a good proficient in the Latin

tongue ; and as soon as I could write tolerably,

pestered my grandfather with letters to such a de-

gree, that he sent for my master, and chid him
severely for bestowing such pains on my education,

telling "him, that if ever I shoidd be brought to the

gallows for forgery, which he had taught me to

commit, my blood would he on his head. The pe-

dant, who dreaded nothing more than the displea-

sure of his patron, assured his honour, that the

boy's ability was more owing to his own genius and

application, than to any instruction or encourage-

ment he received ; that, although he could not di-

vest him of the knowledge he had already imbibed,

unless he would empower him to disable his fingers,

he should endeavour, with God's help, to prevent

his future improvement. And, indeed, he punc-

tually performed what he had undertaken
;
for, on

pretence that I had writ impertinent letters to my
grandfather, he caused a board to be made with five

holes in it, through which he thrust the fingers and

thumb of my right hand, and fastened it with whip-

cord to my wrist, in such a manner as effectually

debarred me the use of my pen. But this restraint

I was freed from in a few days, by an accident

which happened in a quarrel between me and

another boy, who, taking upon liim to insult my
poverty, I was so incensed at his ungenerous re-

proach, that, with one stroke of my machine, I cut

him to the skull, to the great terror of myself and

school-fellows, who left him bleeding on the ground,

and ran to inform the master of what had happened.

I was so severely punished for this trespass, that,

were I to live to the age of Methusalem, the im-

pression it made on me would not be effaced ; no

more than the antipathy and horror I conceived

for the merciless tvrant who inflicted it. The con-
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tempt which my appearance naturally produced m
all who saw me, the continual wants to which I was
exposed, and my own haughty disposition, impa-
tient of affronts, involved me in a thousand trouble-

some adventures, by which I was at length inured

to adversity, and emboldened to undertakings far

above my years. I was often inhumanly scourged
for crimes I did not commit ; because, having the

character of a vagabond in the village, every
piece of mischief, whose author lay unknown, was
charged upon me. I have been found guilty of
robbing orchards I never entered, of killing cats I

never hurted, of stealing gingerbread I never
touched, and of abusing old women I never saw.
Nay, a stammering carpenter had eloquence enough
to persuade my master that I fired a pistol, loaded
with small shot, into his window

; though my land-

lady and the whole family bore witness, that I was
a-bed fast asleep at the time when this outrage was
committed. I was once flogged for having nar-

rowly escaped drowning, by the sinking of a ferry

boat in which I was passenger ; another time for

having recovered of a bruise occasioned by a horse
and cart running over me ; a third time for being
bit by a baker's dog. In short, whether I was guilty

or unfortunate, the correction and sympathy of tins

arbitrary pedagogue were the same. Far from
being subdued by this infernal usage, my indigna-

tion triumphed over that slavish awe which had
hitherto enforced my obedience ; and the more my
years and knowledge increased, the more I per-

ceived the injustice and barbarity of his behaviour.

By the help of an uncommon genius, and the ad-
vite and direction of our usher, who had served
my father in his travels, I made a surprising pro-
gress in the classics, writing, and arithmetic ; so
that, before I was twelve years old, I was allowed
by every body to be the best scholar in the school.

This qualification, together with a boldness of tem-
per, and strength of make, which had subjected
almost all my contemporaries, gave me such influ-

ence over them, that I began to form cabals against
my persecutor, and was in hopes of being able to

bid him defiance in a very short time. Being at

the head of a faction consisting of thirty boys,
most of them of my own age, I was determined to

put their metal to trial, that I might know how far

they were to be depended upon, before I put my
grand scheme in execution : with this view, we
attacked a body of stout apprentices, who had taken
possession of a part of the ground allotted to us
for the scene of our diversions, and who were then
playing at nine-pins on the spot : but I had the

mortification to see my adherents routed in an in-

stant, and a leg of one of them broke in his flight,

by the bowl, which one of our adversaries had de-

tached in pursuit of us. This discomfiture did not
hinder us from engaging them afterwards in fre-

quent skirmishes, which we maintained by throw-
ing stones at a distance, wherein I received many
wounds, the scars of which still remain. Our
enemies were so harassed and interrupted by these
alarms, that they at last abandoned their conquest,
and left us to the peaceable enjoyment of our own
territories. It would be endless to enumerate the
exploits we performed in the course of this con-
federacy, which became the terror of the whole
village

;
insomuch, that when different interests

divided it, one of the parties commonly courted the
assistance of Roderick Random (by which name I

was known), to cast the balance, and keep the

opposite faction in awe. Meanwhile, I took the ad-

vantage of every play-day to present myself before

my grandfather, to whom I seldom found access,

by reason of his being closely besieged by a nu-
merous family of his female grandchildren, who,
though they perpetually quarrelled among them-
selves, never failed to join against me, as the com-
mon enemy of all. His heir, who was about the

age of eighteen, minded nothing but fox-hunting,

and indeed, was qualified for nothing else, notwith-

standing his grandfather's indulgence, in entertain-

ing a tutor for him at home, who at the same time
performed the office of parish-clerk. This young
Actseon, who inherited his grandfather's antipathy

to every thing in distress, never set eyes on me,
without uncoupling his beagles, and hunting me
into some cottage or other, whither I generally fled

for shelter. In this christian amusement, he was
encouraged by his preceptor, who, no doubt, took
such opportunities to ingratiate himself with the

rising sun, observing that the old gentleman, ac-

cording to the course of nature, had not long to

live, for he was already on the verge of fourscore.

The behaviour of this rascally sycophant incensed
me so much, that one day, when I was beleaguered

by him and his hounds in a farmer's house, where
I had found protection, I took aim at him (being

an excellent marksman) with a large pebble, which
struck out four of his fore-teeth, and effectually in-

capacitated him for doing the office of a clerk.

CHAPTER III.

My Mother's Brother arrives—Relieves me—A Description

of him—He goes along with me to the House of my Grand-

father—Is encountered by his Dogs—Defeats them, afrer

a bloody Engagement—Is admitted to the old Gentleman

—

A Dialogue between them.

About this time, my mother's only brother, who
had been long abroad, lieutenant of a man of war,

arrived in his own country ; where, being informed

of my condition, he came to see me, and, out of

his slender finances, not only supplied me with

what necessaries I wanted for the present, but re-

solved not to leave the country until he had pre-

vailed on my grandfather to settle something hand-
some on me for the future. This was a task to

which he was by no means equal, being entirely

ignorant, not only of the judge's disposition, but
also unacquainted with the ways of men in gene-
ral, to which his education on board had kept him
an utter stranger. He was a strong built man,
somewhat bandy-legged, with a neck like that of
a btdl, and a face which, you might easily perceive,

had withstood the most obstinate assaults of the

weather. His dress consisted of a soldier's coat,

altered for him by the ship's tailor, a striped flannel

jacket, a pair of red breeches, japanned with pitch,

clean grey worsted stockings, large silver buckles,

that covered three-fourths of his shoes, a silver-

laced hat, whose crown overlooked the brims about
an inch and a half, a black bob wig in buckle, a
check shirt, a silk handkerchief, an hanger with a
brass handle, girded to his thigh by a tarnished
laced belt, and a good oak plant under his arm.
Thus equipped, he set out with me (who, by his

bounty, made a very decent appearance,) for my
grandfather's house, where we were saluted by
Jowler and Caesar, whom my cousin, young mas-
ter, had let loose at our approach. Being well
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acquainted with the inveteracy of these curs, I was
about to betake myself to my heels, when my uncle

seized me with one hand, brandished his cudgel

with the other, and at one blow laid Caesar sprawl-

ing on the ground ; but finding himself attacked

at the same time in the rear by Jowler, and fearing

Caesar might recover, he drew his hanger, wheel-

ed about, and, by a lucky stroke, severed Jowler's

head from his body. By this time, the young fox-

hunter and three servants, armed with pitch-forks

and flails, were come to the assistance of the dogs,

whom they found breathless upon the field ; and

my cousin was so provoked at the death of his

favourites, that he ordered his attendants to ad-

vance and take vengeance on their executioner,

whom he loaded with all the curses and reproaches

his anger could suggest. Upon which my uncle

stepped forward with an undaunted air, at the sight

of "whose bloody weapon his antagonists fell back

with precipitation, when he accosted their leader

thus :
" Lookee, brother, your dogs have boarded

me without provocation ; what I did was in my
own defence. So you had best be civil, and let us

shoot ahead clear of you." Whether the young
squire misinterpreted my uncle's desire of peace,

or was enraged at the fate of his hounds beyond

his usual pitch of resolution, I know not ; but he

snatched a flail from one of his followers, and came
up with a show of assaulting the lieutenant, who,

putting himself in a posture of defence, proceeded

thus :
" Lookee, you lubberly son of a w— e, if you

come athwart me, 'ware your gingerbread work
;

I'll be foul of your quarter, d n me." This

declaration, followed by a flourish of his hanger,

seemed to check the progress of the young gentle-

man's choler, who, looking behind him, perceived

his attendants had slunk into the house, shut the

gate, and left him to decide the contention by him-

self. Here a parley ensued, which was introduced

by my cousin's asking, " Who the d 1 are you?

What do you want ?—Some scoundrel of a seaman,

I suppose, who has deserted, and turned thief. But

don't think you shall escape, sirrah ; I'll have you
hanged, you dog, I will

;
your blood shall pay for

that of my two hounds, you ragamuffin. I would

not have parted with them to save your whole

generation from the gallows, you ruffian, you."
" None of your jaw, you swab— none of your jaw,"

replied my uncle—" else I shall trim your laced

jacket for you 1 shall rub you down with an

oaken towel, my boy—I shall." So saying, he

sheathed his hanger, and grasped his cudgel. Mean-
while, the people of the house being alarmed, one

of my female cousins opened a window, and asked

what was the matter ? " The matter !" answered
the lieutenant, " no great matter, young woman. I

have business with the old gentleman, and this

spark, belike, won't allow me to come along-side

of him, that's all." After a few minutes' pause, we
were admitted, and conducted to my grandfather's

chamber, through a lane of my relations, who
honoured me with very significant looks, as I pass-

ed along. When we came into the judge's presence,

my uncle, after two or three sea-bows, expressed

himself in this manner :
" Your servant—your ser-

vant. What cheer, father ?—what cheer ?—I sup-

pose you don't know me — mayhap you don't. My
name is Tom Bowling ; and this here boy—you
look as if you did not know him neither ; 'tis like

you mayn't. He's new rigg'd, i'f'aith ; his cloth

don't shake in the wind so much as it wont to do.

'Tis mv nephew, d'ye see, Roderick Random

—

your own flesh and blood, old gentleman. Don't

lag astern, you dog" (pulling me forward). My
grandfather, who was laid up with the gout, re-

ceived this relation, after his long absence, with

that coldness of civility which was peculiar to him;

told him he was glad to see him, and desired him
to sit down. " Thank ye, thank ye, Sir, I had as

lief stand," said my uncle. " For my own part, I

desire nothing of you ; but if you have any con-

science at all, do something for this poor boy, who
has been used at a very unchristian rate. Un-
christian, do I call it? I am sure the Moors in

Barbary have more humanity than to leave their lit-

tle ones to want. I would fain know why my sister's

son is more neglected than that there fair-weather

Jack," (pointing to the young squire, who, with the

rest of my cousins, had followed us into the room.)
" Is not he as near akin to you as the other ? Is

not he much handsomer and better built than that

great chucklehead? Come, come— consider, old

gentleman, you are going in a short time to give

an account of your evil actions. Remember the

wrongs you did his father ; and make all the satis-

faction in your power, before it be too late. The
least thing you can do is to settle his father's por-

tion on him." The young ladies, who thought

themselves too much concerned to contain them-

selves any longer, set up their throats all together

against my protector, " Scurvy companion—saucy

tarpaulin—rude, impertinent fellow—did he think

to prescribe to grandpapa? His sister's brat had
been too well taken care of; grandpapa was too

just not to make a difference between an unnatural

rebellious son, and his dutiful loving children, who
took his advice in all things"—and such expres-

sions, were vented against him with great violence,

until the judge at length commanded silence. He
calmly rebuked my uncle for his unmannerly be-

haviour, which he said he would excuse, on account

of his education. He told him he had been -very

kind to the boy, whom he had kept to school seven

or eight years, although he was informed he made
no progress in his learning, but was addicted to

all manner of vice; which he rather believed, be-

cause he himself was witness to a barbarous piece

of mischiefhe had committed on thejaws of his chap-

lain. But, however, he would see what the lad was

tit for, and bind him apprentice to some honest

tradesman or other, provided he would mend his

manners, and behave for the future as became him.

The honest tar, whose pride and indignation boiled

within him, answered my grandfather, that it was

true he had sent him to school, but it had cost him
nothing ; for he had never been at one shilling ex-

pense to furnish him with food, raiment, books, or

other necessaries ; so that it was not to be much
wandered at, if the boy made small progress : and

yet, whoever told him so, was a lying lubberly ras-

cal, and deserved to be keel-hauled. For though

he (the lieutenant) did not understand those matters

himself, he was well informed as how Rory was the

best scholar of his age in all the country ; the truth

of which he would maintain, by laying a wager of

his whole half year's pay on the boy's head ;
(with

these words, he pulled out his purse, and challenged

the company). " Neither is he predicted to vice, as

you affirm, but rather left like a wreck, d'ye see, at

the mercy of the wind and weather by your neglect,

old gentleman. As for what happened to your

chaplain, I am only sorry that he did not knock
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out the scoundrel's brains, instead of liis teeth. By the

Lord, if ever I come up with him, he had better be in

Greenland—that 'sail. Thank you for your courteous

offer of binding the lad apprentice to a tradesman.

I suppose you would make a tailor of him—would

you ? I had rather see him hanged, d'ye see. Come
along, Eory, I perceive how the land lies, my boy

;

let's tack about— i'faith, while I have a shilling, thou

shan't want a tester. B'wye, old gentleman, you're

bound for the other world, but I believe damnably

ill provided for the voyage." Thus ended our visit,

and we returned to the village, my uncle muttering

curses all the way against the old shark and the

young fry that surrounded him.

CHAPTER IV.

My Grandfather makes his Will—Our second Visit—He dies

—His Will is read in presence of all his living Descendants

—The Disappointment of my female Cousins—My Uncle's

Behaviour.

A few weeks after our first visit, we were informed

that the old judge, at the end of a fit of thoughtful-

ness which lasted three days, had sent for a notary,

and made his will ; that the distemper had mounted
from his legs to his stomach, and, being conscious

of his approaching end, he had desired to see all his

descendants without exception. In obedience to this

summons, my uncle set out with me a second time,

to receive the last benediction of my grandfather :

often repeating by the road, " Ey, ey, we have

brought up the old hulk at last. You shall see,—
you shall see the effect of my admonition." When
we entered his chamber, which was crowded with

his relations, we advanced to the bed-side, where
we found him in his last agonies, supported by two

of his granddaughters, who sat on each side of him,

sobbing most piteously, and wiping away the froth

and slaver as it gathered on his lips, which they

frequently kissed with a show of great anguish and
affection. My uncle approached him with these

words :
" What ! he's not aweigh ? How fare ye,

old gentleman ?—Lord have mercy upon your poor

sinful soul." Upon which the dying man turned

his languid eyes towards us, and Mr. Bowling went
on, " Here's poor Rory come to see you before you
die, and receive your blessing. What, man ! don't

despair, — you have been a great sinner, 'tis true,

what then ? There's a righteous judge above,— a'nt

there?—He minds me no more than a porpoise. Yes,

yes, he's agoing,— the land crabs will have him,

I see that,— his anchor's apeak, i'faith." This

homely consolation scandalized the company so

much, and especially the parson, who probably

thought his province invaded, that we were obliged

to retire into the other room, where, in a few minutes,

we were convinced of my grandfather's decease, by
a dismal yell uttered by the young ladies in his

apartment ; whither we immediately hastened, and
found his heir, who had retired a little before into

a closet, under pretence of giving vent to his sorrow,

asking, with a countenance beslubbered with tears,

if his grandpapa was certainly dead ?— " Dead !"

says my uncle, looking at the body, "ay, ay, I'll

warrant him as dead as a herring. Odds fish ! now
my dream is out for all the world. I thought I

stood upon the forecastle, and saw a parcel of carrion

crows foul of a dead shark that floated alongside, and
the devil perching on our sprit-sail yard, in the

likeness of a blue bear,—who, d'ye see, jumped
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overboard upon the carcass, and carried it to the

bottom in his claws." " Out upon thee, reprobate,"

cries the parson, "out upon thee, blasphemous

wretch!—Dost thou think his honour's soul is in the

possession of Satan ?" The clamour immediately

arose, and my poor uncle, being shouldered from

one corner of the room to the other, was obliged to

lug out in his own defence, and swear he would

turn out for no man, till such time as he knew who
had a title to send him adrift. " None of your

tricks upon travellers," said he ;
"/mayhap old buff

has left my kinsman here his heir : if he has, it

will be the better for his miserable soul. Odds bob !

I'd desire no better news. I'd soon make him a

clear ship, I warrant you." To avoid any further

disturbance, one ofmy grandfather's executors, who
was present, assured Mr. Bowling that his nephew
should have all manner of justice ; that a day should

be appointed, after the funeral, for examining the

papers of the deceased, in presence of all his

relations ; till which time every desk and cabinet

in the house should remain close sealed ; and that

he was very welcome to be witness to this ceremony,

which was immediately performed to his satisfac-

tion. In the mean time, orders were given to provide

mourning for all the relations, in which number
I was included : but my uncle would not suffer me
to accept of it, until I should be assured whether or

not I had reason to honour his memory so far.

During this interval, the conjectures of people, with

regard to the old gentleman's will, were various.

As it was well known he had, besides his landed

estate, which was worth 700/. per annum, six or

seven thousand pounds at interest, some imagined,

that the whole real estate (which he had greatly

improved) would go to the young man whom he

always entertained as his heir ; and that the money
woidd be equally divided between my female cousins

(five in number) and me. Others were of opinion,

that as the rest of his children had been already

provided for, he would only bequeath two or three

hundred pounds to each of his granddaughters,

and leave the bulk of the sum to me, to atone for

his unnatural usage of my father. At length the

important hour arrived, and the will was produced

in the midst of the expectants, whose looks and

gestures formed a group that would have been very

entertaining to an unconcerned spectator. But the

reader can scarce conceive the astonishment and

mortification that appeared, when the attorney pro-

nounced aloud, the young squire sole heir of all his

grandfather's estate, personal and real. My uncle,

who had listened with great attention, sucking the

head of his cudgel all the while, accompanied these

words of the attorney with a stare, and u-heu; that

alarmed the whole assembly. The eldest and pertest

of my female competitors, who had been always

very officious about my grandfather's person, in-

quired with a faltering accent, and visage as yellow

as an orange, " If there were no legacies ?" and was
answered, " None at all." Upon which she fainted

away. The rest, whose expectations, perhaps,

were not so sanguine, supported their disappoint-

ment with more resolution : though not without

giving evident marks of indignation, and grief at

least as genuine as that which appeared in them at

the old gentleman's death. My conductor, after

having kicked with his heel for some time against

the wainscot, began :
" So there's no legacy, friend,

ha !—here's an old succubus ;—but somebody's soul

howls for it, d—n me !" The parson of the parish,
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who was one of the executors, and had acted as

ghostly director to the old man, no sooner heard
this exclamation than he cried out, " Avaunt, un-
christian reviler ! avaunt !—wilt thou not allow the

soul of his honour to rest in peace ?" But this zea-

lous pastor did not find himself so warmly seconded,

as formerly, by the young: ladies, who now joined

my uncle against him, and accused him of having

acted the part of a busy-body with their grand-

papa, whose ears he had certainly abused by false

stories to their prejudice, or else he would not have
neglected them in such an unnatural manner. The
young squire was much diverted with this scene,

and whispered to my uncle, that, if he had not

murdered his dogs, he would have shown him
glorious fun, by hunting a black badger (so he
termed the clergyman). The surly lieutenant, who
was not in an humour to relish this amusement,
replied, " You and your dogs maybe d— d ; I sup-

pose you'll find them with your old dad, in the lati-

tude of hell. Come, Kory—about ship, my lad,

—

we must steer another course, I think."—And
away we went

CHAPTER V.
The Schoolmaster uses me barbarously—I form a Project of

Revenge, in which I am assisted by my Uncle— I leave the

Village—Am settled at an University by his generosity.

On our way back to the village, my uncle spoke
not a word during the space of a whole hour, but

whistled, with great vehemence, the tune of " Why
should we quarrel for riches," &c, his visage being

contracted all the while into a most formidable

frown. At length his pace increased to such a

degree, that I was left behind a considerable way.
Then he waited for me ; and, when I was almost up
with him, called out in a surly tone, " Bear a hand,

damme ! must I bring-to every minute for you, you
lazy dog ?" Then, laying hold of me by the arm,
hauled me along, until his good nature, of which
he had a great share, and reflection getting the

better of his passion, he said, " Come, my boy, don't

be cast down,—the old rascal is in hell,—that's

some satisfaction
;
you shall go to sea with me, my

lad.
—'A light heart and a thin pair of breeches

goes through the world, brave boys,' as the song
goes, eh 1" Though this proposal did not at all suit

niy inclination, I was afraid of discovering any
aversion to it, lest I should disoblige the only friend

I had in the world ; and he was so much a seaman,
that he never dreamt I could have any objection to

his design, consequently gave himself no trouble in

consulting my approbation. But this resolution

was soon dropt, by the advice of our usher, who
assured Sir. Bowling, it would be a thousand pities

to balk my genius, which would certainly, one day,
make my fortune on shore, provided it received
due cultivation. Upon which this generous tar de-

termined, though he could ill afford it, to give me
university education ; and accordingly settled my
board and other expenses, at a town not many miles
distant, famous for its colleges, whither we repaired
in a short time. But, before the day of our de-
parture, the schoolmaster, who no longer had the
fear of my grandfather before his eyes, laid aside

all decency and restraint, and not only abused me
in the grossest language his rancour could suggest,

as a wicked, profligate, dull, beggarly miscreant,
whom he had taught out of charity ; but also in-

veighed in the most bitter manner against the me-
mory of the judge, (who, by the by, had procured
that settlement for him,) hinting in pretty plain

terms, that the old gentleman's soul was danin'd to

all eternity, for his injustice in neglecting to pay
for my learning. This brutal behaviour, added to

the sufferings 1 had formerly undergone, made me
think it high time to be revenged of this insolent

pedagogue. Having consulted my adherents, I found
them all staunch in their promises to stand by me

;

and our scheme was this : in the afternoon preced-

ing the day of my departure for the university. I

resolved to take the advantage of the usher's going
out to make water, which he regularly did at four

o'clock, and shut the great door, that he might not

come to the assistance of his superior. This being
done, the assault was to be begun, by my advancing
to my master, and spitting in his face. I was to be
seconded by two of the strongest boys in the school,

who were devoted to me ; their business was to

join me in dragging the tyrant to a bench, over
which he was to be laid, and his bare posteriors

heartily flogged with his own birch, which we pro-

posed to wrest from him in the struggle ; but if we
shoidd find him too many for us all three, we were
to demand the assistance of our competitors, who
should be ready to reinforce us, or oppose any thing

that might be undertaken for the master's relief.

One of my principal assistants was called Jeremy
Gawky, son and heir of a wealthy gentleman in the

neighbourhood ; and the name of the other, Hugh
Strap, the cadet of a family which had given shoe-

makers to the village time out of mind. I had once
saved Gawky's life, by plunging into a river, and
dragging him on shore, when he was on the point

of being drowned. I had often rescued him from
the clutches of those whom his insufferable arro-

gance had provoked to a resentment he was not

able to sustain ; and many times saved his reputa-

tion and posteriors, by performing his exercises at

school ; so that it is not to be wondered at if he
had a particular regard for me and my interests.

The attachment of Strap flowed from a voluntary

disinterested inclination, which had manifested
itself on many occasions on my behalf, he having
once rendered me the same service that I had done
Gawky, by saving my life at the risk of his own

;

and often fathered offences that I had committed,

for which he suffered severely, rather than I

should feel the weight of the punishment I deserved.

These two champions were the more willing to en-

gage in this enterprise, because they intended to

leave the school the next day as well as I, the first

being ordered by his father to return into the

country, and the other being bound apprentice to a
barber, at a market town not far off.

In the mean time, my uncle being informed of
my master's behaviour to me, was enraged at his

insolence, and vowed revenge so heartily, that I

could not refrain from telling him the scheme I had
concerted, which he heard with great satisfaction,

at every sentence squirting out a mouthful of spittle,

tinctured with tobacco, ofwhich he constantly chewed
a large quid. At last, pulling up his breeches, he
cried, " No, no, z—ds ! that won't do, neither.

Howsomever, 'tis a bold undertaking, my lad, that

I must say, i'faith ! But lookee, lookee, how dost
propose to get clear off?— won't the enemy give

chase, my boy? ay, ay, that he will, I warrant, and
alarm the whole coast. Ah ! God help thee, more
sail than ballast, Rory. Let me alone for that

—
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leave the whole to me—I'll show him the foretop-

sail, I will. If so "be your shipmates are jolly boys,

and won't flinch, you shall see, you shall see ; egad,

I'll play him a salt-water trick ; I'll bring him to

the gangway, and anoint him with a cat-o'nine-tails

;

he shall have a round dozen doubled, my lad, he
shall, and be left lashed to his meditations."

We were very proud of our associate, who im-
mediately went to work, and prepared the instru-

ment of his revenge with great skill and expedition

;

after which, he ordered our haggage to he packed
up, and sent off a day before our attempt, and got

horses ready to he mounted, as soon as the affair

should he over. At length the hour arrived, when
our auxiliary, seizing the opportunity of the usher's

ahsence, holted in, secured the door, and imme-
diately laid hold of the pedant hy his collar, who
hawled out, " Murder ! thieves !" with the voice of

a Stentor. Though I trembled all over like an
aspen-leaf, I knew there was no time to be lost, and
accordingly got up, and summoned our associates to

my assistance. Strap, without any hesitation, obeyed
the signal ; and seeing me leap upon the master's

back, ran immediately to one of his legs, which,
pulling with all his force, his dreadful adversary was
humbled to the ground

; upon which Gawky, who
had hitherto remained in his place, under the in-

fluence of an universal trepidation, hastened to the

scene of action, and insulted the fallen tyrant with
a loud huzza, in which the whole school joined. This
noise alarmed the usher, who, finding himself shut
out, endeavoured, partly by threats, and partly by
entreaties, to procure admission. My uncle bade
him have a little patience, and he would let him in

presently
;
but, if he pretended to move from that

place, it should fare worse with the son of a b h,

his superior, on whom he intended only to bestow
a little wholesome chastisement, for his barbarous
usage of Rory ;

" to which," said he, " you are no
stranger." By this time we had dragged the crimi-
nal to a post, to which Bowling tied him with a rope
he had provided on purpose, after having secured
his hands, and stript his back. In this ludicrous
posture he stood, (to the no small entertainment of
the boys, who crowded about him, and shouted with
great exultation at the novelty of the sight,) venting
bitter imprecations against the lieutenant, and re-

proaching his scholars with treachery and rebellion,

when the usher was admitted, whom my uncle ac-

costed in this manner :
" Harkee, Mr. Syntax, I

believe you are an honest man, dy'e see, and I have
a respect for you

; but, for all that, we must, for our
own security, d'ye see, belay you for a short time."

With these words, he pulled out some fathoms of
cord, which the honest man no sooner saw, than he
protested with great earnestness he would allow no
violence to be offered to him ; at the same time ac-

cusing me of perfidy and ingratitude. But Bowling
representing that it was in vain to resist, and that

he did not mean to use him with violence and inde-

cency, but only to hinder him from raising the hue
and cry against us before we should be out of their

power, he allowed himself to be bound to his own
desk, where he sat a spectator of the punishment
inflicted on his principal. My uncle having up-
braided this arbitrary wretch with his inhumanity
to me, told him that he proposed to give him a little

discipline for the good of his soul, which he imme-
diately put in practice with great vigour and dex-
terity. This smart application to the pedant's

withered posteriors, gave him such exquisite pain.

that he roared like a mad bull, danced, cursed, and
blasphemed, like a frantic bedlamite. When the

lieutenant thought himself sufficiently revenged, he
took his leave of him in these words :

" Now, friend,

you'll remember me the longest day you have to five

;

I have given you a lesson that will let you know
what flogging is, and teach you to have more sym-
pathy for the future—shout, boys, shout." This
ceremony was no sooner over, than my uncle pro-

posed they should quit the school, and convoy their

old comrade Rory to a public-house, about a mile

from the village, where he would treat them all.

His offer being joyfully embraced, he addressed

himself to Mr. Syntax, and begged him to accom-
pany us ; but this invitation he refused with great

disdain, telling my benefactor he was not the man
he took him to be. " Well, well, old surly," replied

my uncle, shaking his hand, " thou art an honest fel-

low notwithstanding ; and if ever I have the com-
mand of a ship, thou shalt be our schoolmaster,

i'faith." So saying, he dismissed the boys, and,

locking the door, left the two preceptors to console

one another, while we moved forwards on our jour-

ney, attended by a numerous retinue, whom he treat-

ed according to his promise. We parted with many
tears, and lay that night at an inn on the road, about
ten miles short of the town where I was to remain,

at which we arrived next day ; and I found I had
no cause to complain of the accommodations pro-

vided for me, in being boarded at the house of an
apothecary, who had married a distant relation of

my mother. In a few days after, my uncle set out

for his ship, having settled the necessary funds for

my maintenance and education.

CHAPTER VI.

I make great progress in my Studies—Am caressed by every

body—My female Cousins take notice of me— I reject their

Invitation—They are incensed, and conspire against me

—

I am left destitute by a Misfortune that befals my Uncle

—

Gawky's Treachery—My Revenge.

As I was now capable of reflection, I began to con-
sider my precarious situation ; that I was utterly

abandoned by those whose duty it was to protect

me ; and that my. sole dependence was on the gene-
rosity of one man, who was not only exposed by his

profession to continual dangers, which might one
day deprive me of him for ever ; but also, no doubt,

subject to those vicissitudes of disposition which a
change of fortune usually creates, or which a better

acquaintance with the world might produce ; for I

always ascribed his benevolence to the dictates of a
heart as yet undebauched by a commerce with man-
kind. Alarmed at these considerations, I resolved
to apply myself with great care to my studies, and
enjoy the opportunity in my power : this I did with
such success, that, in the space of three years, I un-
derstood Greek very well, was pretty far advanced
in the mathematics, and no stranger to moral and
natural philosophy

;
logic I made no account of

;

but, above all things, I valued myself on my taste

in the Belles Letlres, and a talent for poetry, which
had already produced some pieces that met with a
very favourable reception. These qualifications,

added to a good face and shape, acquired the esteem
and acquaintance of the most considerable people in

town ; and I had the satisfaction to find myself in

some degree of favour with the ladies—an intoxi-

cating piece of good fortune to one of my amorous
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complexion !—which I obtained, or, at least, pre-

served, by gratifying their propensity to scandal in

lampooning their rivals. Two of my female cousins

lived in this place with their mother, since the death

of their father, who left his whole fortune equally

divided between them ; so that, if they were not the

most beautiful, they were at least the richest toasts

in town, and received daily the addresses of all the

beaux and cavaliers of the country. Although I

had hitherto been looked upon by them with the

most supercilious contempt, my character now at-

tracted their notice so much, that I was given to

understand I might be honoured with their acquaint-

ance, if I pleased. The reader will easily perceive

that this condescension either flowed from the hope

of making my poetical capacity subservient to their

malice, or, at least, of screening themselves from the

lash of my resentment, which they had effectually

provoked. I enjoyed this triumph with great satis-

faction ; and not only rejected their offer with dis-

dain, but, in all my performances, whether satire or

panegyric, industriously avoided mentioning their

names, even while I celebrated those of their inti-

mates. This neglect mortified their pride exceed-

ingly, and incensed them to such a degree, that they

were resolved to make me repent ofmy indifference.

The first stroke of their revenge consisted in their

hiring a poor collegian to write verses against me,

the subject of which was my own poverty, and the

catastrophe of my unhappy parents. But, besides

the badness of the composition, (of which they them-

selves were ashamed,) they did not find their account

in endeavouring to reproach me with those misfor-

tunes which they and their relations had brought

upon me, and which, consequently, reflected much
more dishonour on themselves than on me, who was

the innocent victim of their barbarity and avarice.

Finding this plan miscarry, they found means to

irritate a young gentleman against me, by telling

him I had lampooned his mistress : and so effec-

tually succeeded in the quality of incendiaries, that

this "enraged lover determined to seize me next

night, as I returned to my lodgings from a friend's

house that I frequented. "With this view, he waited

in the street, attended by two of his companions, to

whom he had imparted his design, of carrying me
down to the river, in which he proposed to have me
heartily ducked, notwithstanding the severity of the

weather, it being then about the middle of Decem-
ber. But this stratagem did not succeed ;

for, being

apprised of their ambush, I got home another way,

and, by the help of my landlord's apprentice, dis-

charged a volley from the garret window, which

did great execution upon them ; and, next day, oc-

casioned so much mirth at their expense, that they

found themselves under a necessity of leaving the

town, until the adventure should be entirely forgot-

ten. My cousins, though twice baffled in their ex-

pectation, did not, however, desist from persecuting

me, who had now enraged them beyond a possibility

of. forgiveness, by detecting their malice, and pre-

venting its effects. Neither should I have found

them more humane, had I patiently submitted to

their rancour, and bore, without murmuring, the

rigour of their unreasonaole hate ; for I have found,

by experience, that, though small favours may be

acknowledged, and slight injuries atoned, there is

no wretch so ungrateful as he whom you have most

generously obliged ; and no enemy so implacable as

those who"have done you the greatest wrong. These

good-natured creatures, therefore, had recourse to

a scheme which conspired, with a piece of bad news

I soon after received, to give them all the satisfac-

tion they desired. This plan was to debauch the

faith of my companion and confident, who betrayed

the trust I reposed in him, by imparting to them
the particulars of my small amours, which they

published with such exaggerations, that I suffered

very much in the opinion of every body, and was

utterly discarded by the dear creatures whose names

had been called in' question. While I was busy in

tracing out the author of this treachery, that I might

not only be revenged on him, but also vindicate my
character to my friends, I one day perceived the

looks of my landlady much altered when I went

home to dinner, and inquiring into the cause, she

screwed up her mouth, and fixing her eyes on the

ground, told me her husband had received a letter

from Mr. Bowling, with one enclosed for me—she

was very sorry for what had happened, both for my
sake and his "own—people should be more cautious

of their conduct. She was always afraid his brutal

behaviour would bring him into some misfortune

or other. As for her part, she would be very ready

to befriend me, but she had a small family of her

own to maintain. The world would do nothing for

her if she should come to want—charity begins at

home. She wished I had been bound to some sub-

stantial handicraft, such as a weaver, or a shoemaker,

rather than loiter away my time in learning foolish

nonsense that would never bring me in a penny

—

but some folks are wise, and some are otherwise.

I was listening to this mysterious discourse with

great amazement, when her husband entered, and,

without speaking a syllable, put both the letters

into my hand. I received them trembling, and

read what follows :

—

To Mr. Roger Potion.

" Sir,—This is to let you know that I have quitted the

Thunder man of war, being obliged to sheer off, for killing

my captain, which I did fairly on the beach at Cape Tiberoon,

in" the island of Hispaniola; having received his fire, and

returned it, which went through his body. And I would

serve the best man so that ever stept between stem and stern,

if so be that he struck me, as Captain Oakum did. I am,

thank God. safe among the French, who are very civil, thof

I don't understand their lingo ; and I hope to be restored in

a little time, for all the great friends and parliamentary in

terest of the captain, for 1 have sent over to my landlord in

Deal an account of the whole affair, with our bearings and

distances while we were engaged, whereby I have desired him
to lay it before his Majesty, who (God bless him) will not

suffer an honest tar to be wronged. My love to your spouse,

and am
"Your loving friend and sen-ant to command, while

" Thomas Bowling. "

To Roderick Random.
" Dear Rort,—Don't be grieved at my misfortune ; but

mind vour book, my lad. I have pot no money to send you;

but what of that '—Mr. Potion will take care of you, for the

love he bears me. and let you want for nothing, and it shall

go hard but I will see him one day repaid. No more at

present, but rests
" Your dutiful uncle and servant til! death,

" Thomas Bowling."

This letter, which with the other was dated from

Port Louis in Hispaniola, I had no sooner read,

than the apothecary, shaking his head, began : "I
have a very great "regard for Mr. Bowling, that's

certain,—and could be well content— but times are

very hard. There's no such thing as money to be

got—I believe 'tis all vanished under ground, for

my part. Besides, I have been out of pocket already,

having entertained you since the beginning of this

month without receiving a sixpence,—and God
knows if ever I shall ;—for I believe it will go hard
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with your uncle. And more than that, I was think-

ing of giving you warning, for I want your apart-

ment for a new 'prentice, whom I expect from the

country every hour. So I desire you will this week
provide yourself with another lodging." The in-

dignation which this harangue inspired, gave me
spirits to support my reverse of fortune, and to tell

him, I despised his mean selfish disposition so much,
that I would starve rather than be beholden to him
for one single meal. Upon which, out ofmy pocket-

money, I paid him to the last farthing of what I

owed, and assured him I would not sleep another

night under his roof. This said, I sallied out in a

transport of rage and sorrow, without knowing
whither to fly for shelter, having not one friend in

the world capable of relieving me, and only three

shillings in my purse. After giving way for a few

minutes to the dictates ofmy rage, I went and hired

a small bedroom, at the rate of one shilling and six-

pence per week, which I was obliged to pay per

advance, before the landlord would receive me.

Thither I removed my luggage ; and next morning
got up, with a view of craving the advice and as-

sistance of a person who had on all occasions loaded

me with caresses, and made frequent offers of friend-

ship, while I was under no necessity of accepting

them. He received me with his wonted affability,

and insisted on my breakfasting with him—a favour

which I did not think fit to refuse. But, when I

communicated the occasion ofmy visit, he appeared

so disconcerted, that I concluded hini wonderfully

affected with the misery of my condition, and
looked upon him as a man of the most extensive sym-
pathy and benevolence. He did not leave me long

under this mistake ;
for, recovering himself from his

confusion, he told me, he was grieved at my mis-

fortune, and desired to know what had passed

between my landlord Mr. Potion and me. Where-
upon I recounted the conversation ; and when I

repeated the answer I made to his ungenerous
remonstrance with regard to my leaving his house,

this pretended friend affected a stare, and exclaimed,
" Is it possible you could behave so ill to the man
who had treated you so kindly all along

!

" My
surprise at hearing this was not at all affected,

whatever his might be ; and I gave him to under-

stand, with some warmth, that I did not imagine he
would so unreasonably espouse the cause of a

scoundrel, who ought to be expelled from every

social community. This heat of mine gave him all

the advantage he desired over me, and our discourse,

after much altercation, concluded in his desiring

never to see me again in that place ; to which de-

sire I yielded my consent, assuring him, that had I

been as well acquainted with his principles formerly

as I was now, he never should have had an oppor-

tunity of making that request ;—and thus we parted.

On my return I met my comrade, Squire Gawky,
whom his father had sent, some time ago, to town,

for his improvement in writing, dancing, fencing,

and other modish qualifications. As I had lived

with him, since his arrival, on the footing of our
old intimacy, I made no scruple of informing him
of the lowness of my circumstances, and asking a
small supply of money, to answer my present ex-

pense
;
upon which he pulled out a handful of half-

pence, with a shilling or two among them, and
swore that was all he had to keep his pocket till

next quarter-day, he having lost the greatest part of
his allowance the night before at billiards. Though
*.his assertion might very well he true, I was ex-

tremely mortified at his indifference ; for he neither

expressed any sympathy for my mishap, nor desire

of alleviating my distress ; and accordingly I left

him without uttering one word. But, when I after-

wards understood that he was the person who had
formerly betrayed me to the malice of my cousins,

to whom likewise he had carried the tidings of my
forlorn situation, which afforded them great matter

of triumph and exultation, I determined with

myelf to call him to a severe account ; for which
purpose I borrowed a sword, and wrote a challenge,

desiring him to meet me at a certain time and place,

that I might have an opportunity of punishing his

perfidy, at the expense of his blood. He accepted

the invitation ; and I betook myself to the field,

though not without feeling considerable repugnance
to the combat, which frequently attacked me in cold

sweats by the way : but the desire of revenge, the

shame of retracting, and hope of conquest, conspired

to repel these unmanly symptoms of fear ; and I

appeared on the plain with a goed grace. There I

waited an hour beyond the time appointed, and was
not ill pleased to find he had no mind to meet me ;

because I should have an opportunity of exposing

his cowardice, displaying my own courage, and of

beating him soundly wheresoever I should find him,

without any dread of the consequence. Elevated

with these suggestions, which entirely banished all

thoughts ofmy deplorable condition, I went directly

to Gawky's lodgings, where I was informed of his

precipitate retreat, he having set out for the country

in less than an hour after he had received my billet

:

and I was vain enough to have the whole story

inserted in the news, although I was fain to sell a

gold-laced hat to my landlord, for less than half

price, to defray the expense, and contribute to my
subsistence.

CHAPTER VH.

I am entertained by Mr. Crab—A Description of him—

I

acquire the art of Surgery—Consult Crab's Disposition

—

Eecome necessary to him—An Accident happens—He ad-

vises me to launch out into the World—Assists me with

Money—I set out for London.

The fumes of my resentment being dissipated, as

well as the vanity of my success, I found myself

deserted to all the horrors of extreme want, and
avoided by mankind as a creature of a different

species, or rather as a solitary being, no ways
comprehended within the scheme or protection of

Providence. My despair had rendered me almost

quite stupified, when I was one day tokl that a gen-
tleman desired to see me at a certain public-house,

whither immediately I repaired, and was introduced

to one Mr. Launcelot Crab, a surgeon in town, who
was engaged with two more in drinking a liquor

called pop-in, composed by mixing a quartern of

brandy with a quart of small beer. Before I relate

the occasion of this message, I believe it will not be
disagreeable to the reader if I describe the gentle-

man who sent for me, and mention some circum-

stances of his character and conduct, which may
illustrate what follows, and account for his behaviour
to me.

This member of the faculty was aged fifty, about
five feet high, and ten round the belly ; his face was
capacious as a full moon, and much of the com-
plexion of a mulberry ; his nose, resembling a
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powder-horn, -was swelled to an enormous size, and
studded all over with carbuncles ; and his little gray
eyes reflected the rays in such an oblique manner,
that, while he looked a person full in the face, one
would have imagined he was admiring the buckle
of his shoe. He had long entertained an implacable

resentment against Potion, who, though a young
practitioner, was better employed than he, and once
had the assurance to perform a cure whereby he
disappointed and disgraced the prognostic of the

said Crab. This quarrel, which was at one time
upon the point of being made up by the interposition

and mediation of friends, had been lately inflamed

beyond a possibility of reconciliation by the re-

spective wives of the opponents, who, chancing to

meet at a christening, disagreed about precedence,

proceeded from invectives to blows, and were, with

great difficulty, by the gossips, prevented from con-
verting the occasion of joy into a scene of lamen-
tation.

The difference between these rivals was in the

height of rancour, when I received the message of

Crab, who received me as civilly as I could have
expected from one of his disposition ; and, after de-

siring me to sit, inquired into the particulars of my
leaving the house of Potion ; which, when I had
related, he said with a malicious grin, " There's a
sneaking dog !—I always thought him a fellow

without a soul, d—n me !—a canting scoundrel,

who has crept into business by his hypocrisy, and
kissing the a—se of every body." " Aye, aye,"

says another, " one might see with half an eye that

the rascal has no honesty in him, by his going so

regularly to church." This sentence was confirmed

by a third, who assured his companions, that Potion

was never known to be disguised in liquor but

jnce, at a meeting of the godly, where he had dis-

tinguished himself by an extempore prayer an hour
long. After this preamble, Crabb addressed him-
self to me in these words :

" Well, my lad, I have
heard a good character of you, and I'll do for you.

You may send your things to my house when you
please. I have given orders for your reception.

Zounds ! what does the booby stare at ?—If you
have no mind to embrace my courteous offer, you
may let it alone, and be d—<L" I answered, with

a submissive bow, that I was far from rejecting

his friendly offer, which I would immediately accept,

as soon as he should inform me on what footing

I was to be entertained. " What footing ! d—n my
blood," cried he ;

" d'ye expect to have a footman

and a couple of horses kept for you ?" " No, sir,"

I replied, " my expectations are not quite so san-

guine. That I may he as little burdensome as pos-

sible, I would willingly serve in your shop, by
which means I may save you the expense o'' a

journeyman, or porter at least, for I understand a

little pharmacy, having employed some ofmy leisure

hours in the practice of that art while I lived with

Mr. Potion : neither am I altogether ignorant of

surgery, which I have studied with great pleasure

and application." "Oho! you did?" says Crab.
" Gentlemen, here is a complete artist !—Studied

surgery '. what ? in books, I suppose. I shall have

you disputing with me one of these days on points

of my profession. You can already account for

muscular motion, I warrant, and explain the mys-
tery of the brain and nerves—ha? You are too

learned for me, d—n me. But let's hear no more
of this stuff. Can you bleed and give a clyster,

spread a plaster, and prepare a potion ?" Upon my

answering in the affirmative he shook his head,

telling me he believed he should have little good of

me, for all my promises ; but, however, he would
take me in for the sake of charity. I was accord-

ingly that very night admitted to his house, and had
an apartment assigned to me in the garret, which I

was fain to put up with, notwithstanding the morti-

fication my pride suffered in this change of circum-

stances. I was soon convinced of the real motives

which induced Crab to receive me in this manner

:

for, besides the gratification of his revenge, by ex-

posing the selfishness of his antagonist in opposition

to his own generosity, which was all affectation, he
had occasion for a young man who understood

something of the profession, to fill up the place of

his eldest apprentice, lately dead, not without violent

suspicion of foul play from his master's brutality.

The knowledge of this circumstance, together with

his daily behaviour to his wife and the young ap-

prentice, did not at all contribute to my enjoying

my new situation with ease ;
however, as I did not

perceive how I could bestow myself to better ad-

vantage, I resolved to study Crab's temper with all

the application, and manage it with all the address,

in my power. And it was not long before I found
out a strange peculiarity of humour, which governed
his behaviour towards all his dependents. I ob-

served, when he was pleased, he was such a niggard

of his satisfaction, that, if his wife or servants be-

trayed the least symptom of participation, he was
offended to an insupportable degree of choler and
fury, the effects of which they seldom failed to feel.

And, when his indignation was roused, submission

and soothing always exasperated it beyond the

bounds of reason and humanity. I therefore pur-

sued a contrary plan ; and one day, when he ho-

noured me with the names of ignorant whelp, and
lazy ragamuffin, I boldly replied, " I was neither

ignorant nor lazy, since I both understood and per-

formed my business as well as he could do for his

soul ; neither was it just to call me ragamuffin, for

I had a whole coat on my back, and was descended

from a better family than any he could boast an
alliance with." He gave tokens of great amaze-

ment at this assurance of mine, and shook his cane

over my head, regarding me all the time with a

countenance truly diabolical. Although I was ter-

ribly startled at his menacing looks and posture, I

yet had reflection enough left to convince me I had

gone too far to retract, and that this was the critical

minute which must decide my future lot in his ser-

vice ; I therefore snatched up the pestle of a mortar,

and swore, if he offered to strike me without a

cause, I should see whether his skull or my weapon
was hardest. He continued silent for some time,

and at last broke forth into these ejacidations :

" This is fine usage from a servant to a master,—
very fine !—d tion !—but no matter, you shall

pay for this, you dog, you shall. I'll do your busi-

ness—yes, yes, I'll teach you to lift your hand
against me." So saying, he retired, and left me
under dreadful apprehensions, which vanished en-

tirely at our next meeting, when he behaved with

unusual complacency, and treated me with a glass

of punch after dinner. By this conduct I got the

ascendancy over him in a short time, and became

so necessary to him, in managing his business while

he was engaged at the bottle, that fortune began to

wear a kinder aspect ; and I consoled myself for

the disregard of my former acquaintance with the

knowledge I daily imbibed, by a close application
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to the duties of my employment, in which I suc-
ceeded beyond my own expectation. I was on very
good terms with my master's wife, whose esteem I
acquired and cultivated, by representing Mrs. Potion
in the most ridiculous lights my satirical talents
could invent, as well as by rendering her some
christian offices when she had been too familiar
with the dram bottle, to which she had often-
times recourse for consolation under the affliction

she suffered from her barbarous husband. In this
manner I lived, without hearing the least tidings of
my uncle, for the space of two years, during which
time I kept little or no company, being neither in a
humour to relish, nor in a capacity to maintain
much acquaintance: for the Nabal, my master,
allowed me no wages ; and the small perquisites of
my station scarce supplied me with the common
necessaries of life. I was no longer a pert unthink-
ing coxcomb, giddy with popular applause, and
elevated with the extravagance of hope : my mis-
fortunes had taught me how little the caresses of
the world, during a man's prosperity, are to be
valued by him ; and how seriously and expeditiously
he ought to set about making himself independent
of them. My present appearance, therefore, was
the least of my care, which was wholly engrossed
in laying up a stock of instruction that might secure
me against the caprice of fortune for the future. I
became such a sloven, and contracted such an air
of austerity, that every body pronounced me crest-
fallen

;
and Gawky returned to town, without run-

ning any risk from my resentment, which was by
this time pretty much cooled, and restrained by
prudential reasons so effectually, that I never so
much as thought of obtaining satisfaction for the
injuries he had done me. When I deemed myself
sufficiently master of my business, I began to cast
about for an opportunity of launching into the
world, in hope of finding some provision that might
make amends for the difficulties I had undergone :

hut, as this could not be effected without a small
sum of money to equip me for the field, I was in the
utmost perplexity how to raise it, well knowing that
Crab, for his own sake, would never put me in a
condition to leave him, when his interest was so
much concerned in my stay. But a small acci-
dent which happened about this time determined
him in my favour. This was no other than the
pregnancy of his maid-servant, who declared her
situation to me, assuring me, at the same time, that
I was the occasion of it. Although I had no rea-
son to question the truth of this imputation, I was
not ignorant of the familiarities which had passed
between her master and her

; taking the advantage
of which I represented to her the folly of laying
the burden at my door, when she might dispose of
it to much better purpose with Mr. Crab. She
listened to my advice, and next day acquainted him
with the pretended success of their mutual endea-
vours. He was far from being overjoyed at this
proof of his vigour, which he foresaw might have
very troublesome consequences ; not that he dreaded
any domestic grumblings and reproaches from his
wife, whom he kept in perfect subjection ; but be-
cause he knew it would furnish his rival Potion
with a handle for insulting and undermining his
reputation

; there being no scandal equal to that of
uncleanness in the opinion of those who inhabit the
part of the island where he lived. He, therefore,
took a resolution worthy of himself ; which was, to
persuade the girl that she was not with child, but

13

only afflicted with a disorder incident to young
women, which he would easily remove. With this
view, as he pretended, he prescribed for her such
medicines as he thought would infallibly procure
abortion ; but in this scheme he was disappointed

;

for the maid, being advertised by me of his design,
and at the same time well acquainted with her own
condition, absolutely refused to follow his direc-
tions ; and threatened to publish her situation to
the world, if he would not immediately take some
method of providing for the important occasion,
which she expected in a few months. It was not
long before I guessed the result of his deliberation,
by his addressing himself to me, one day, in this
manner :

" I am surprised that a young fellow like
you discovers no inclination to push his fortune in
the world. Before I was of your age I was broiling
on the coast of Guinea.—D—me ! what's to hinder
you from profiting by the war which will certainly
he declared in a short time against Spain ? You
may easily get on board of a king's ship in quality
of a surgeon's mate ; where you will certainly see
a great deal of practice, and stand a good chance
of getting prize-money." I laid hold of this decla-
ration, which I had long wished for, and assured
him I would follow his advice with pleasure, if it

was in my power ; but that it was impossible for
me to embrace an opportunity of that kind, as I had
no friend to advance a little money to supply me
with what necessaries I should want, and defray
the expenses of my journey to London. He told
me that few necessaries were required ; and as for
the expense of my journey, he woidd lend me
money sufficient not only for that purpose, but also
to maintain me comfortably in London until I
should procure a warrant for my provision on board
of some ship. I gave him a thousand thanks for
his obliging offer (although I was very well ap-
prised of his motive, which was no other than a
design to lay the bastard to my charge after my
departure), and accordingly set out in a few weeks
for London, my whole fortune consisting of one
suit of clothes, half a dozen of ruffled shirts, as
many plain, two pair of worsted, and a like number
of thread stockings, a case of pocket instruments,
a small edition of Horace, Wiseman's Surgery, and
ten guineas in cash, for which Crab took my bond,
bearing five per cent, interest ; at the same time
gave me a letter to the member of parliament for
our town, which, he said, would do my business
effectually.

CHAPTER Vin.

I arrive at Newcastle—Meet with my old School-fellow Strap
—We determine to walk together to London—Set out on
our Journey—Put up at a solitary Ale-house—Are dis-

turbed by a strange Adventure in the night.

There is no such convenience as a waggon in this
country, and my finances were too weak to support
the expense of hiring a horse ; I determined there-
fore to set out with the carriers, who transport goods
from one place to another on horseback ; and this
scheme I accordingly put in execution on the first

day of November 1739, sitting upon a pack-saddle
between two baskets, one of winch contained my
goods in a knapsack. But, by the time we arrived
at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, I was so fatigued with the
tediousness of the carriage, and benumbed with the
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coldness of the weather, that I resolved to travel the

rest of my journey on foot, rather than proceed in

such a disagreeable manner.

The hostler of the inn at which we put up, under-

standing I was bound for London, advised me to

take my passage in a collier, which would be both

cheap and expeditious, and withal much easier than

to walk upwards of three hundred miles through

deep roads in the winter time ; a journey which, he

believed, I had not strength enough to perform. I

was almost persuaded to take his advice, when, one

day, stepping into a barber's shop to be shaved, the

young man, while he lathered my face, accosted me
thus :

" Sir, I presume you are a Scotchman." I

answered in the affirmative. " Pray," continued he,

" from what part of Scotland ?" 1 no sooner told

him, than he discovered great emotion, and not con-

fining his operation to my chin and upper lip, be-

smeared my whole face with great agitation. I was

so offended at this profusion, that, starting up, I

asked him what the d—1 he meant by using me so ?

He begged pardon, telling me his joy at meeting

with a countryman had occasioned some confusion

in him; and craved my name. But when I de-

clared my name was Random, he exclaimed in a

rapture, " How ! Eory Random ?" The same, I re-

plied, looking at him with astonishment. " What,"

cried he, " don't you know your old schoolfellow,

Hu?h Strap ?" At that instant, recollecting his face,

I fiew into his arms, and in the transport of my
joy, gave him back one half of the suds he had so

lavishly bestowed on my countenance ; so that we

made a very ludicrous appearance, and furnished a

great deal of mirth for his master and shopmates,

who were witnesses of this scene. When our mutual

caresses were over, I sat down again to be shaved

;

but the poor fellow's nerves were so discomposed

by this unexpected meeting, that his hand could

scarcely hold the razor, with which, nevertheless,

he found means to cut me in three places, in as

many strokes. His master, perceiving his disorder,

bade another supply his place, and after the opera-

tion was performed, gave Strap leave to pass the

rest of the day with me. We retired immediately

to my lodgings, where, calling for some beer, I de-

sired to be informed of his adventures, which con-

tained nothing more, than that his master dying

before his time was out, he had come to Newcastle

about a year ago, in expectation of journey-work,

along with three young fellows of his acquaintance,

who worked in the keels ; that he had the good for-

tune of being employed by a very civil master, with

whom he intended to stay till the spring, at which

time he proposed to go to London, where he did not

doubt of finding encouragement. When I commu-

nicated to him my situation and design, he did not

approve of my taking a passage by sea, by reason

of the danger of a winter voyage, which is very

hazardous along that coast, as well as the preca-

riousness of the wind, which might possibly detain

me a great while, to the no small detriment of my
fortune. Whereas, if I would venture by land, he

would bear me company, carry my baggage all the

way, and, if we should be fatigued before we could

perform all the journey, it would be no hard matter

for us to find on the road either returning horses or

waggons, of which we might take the advantage for

a very trifling expense. I was so ravished at this

proposal, that I embraced him affectionately, and as-

sured him he might command my purse to the last

farthing : but he gave me to understand, he had

saved money sufficient to answer his own occasions

;

and that he had a friend in London, who would

soon introduce him into business in that capital,

and might possibly have it in his power to serve

me also.

Having concerted the plan and settled our affairs

that night, we departed next morning by day-break,

armed with a good cudgel each (my companion

being charged with the furniture of us both, cram-

med into one knapsack), and our money sewed be-

tween the lining and waistband of our breeches,

except some loose silver for our immediate expense

on the road. We travelled all day at a roimd pace,

but, being ignorant of the proper stages, were be-

nighted at a good distance from any inn, so that we
were compelled to take up our lodging at a small

hedge ale-house, that stood on a by-road, about half

a mile from the highway. There we found a pedlar

of our own country, in whose company we regaled

ourselves with bacon and eggs, and a glass of good

ale, before a comfortable fire, conversing all the

while very sociably with the landlord and his

daughter, an hale buxom lass, who entertained us

with great good humour, and in whose affection I

was vain enough to believe I had made some pro-

gress. About eight o'clock, we were all three, at

our own desire, shown into an apartment, furnished

with two beds, in one of which Strap and I betook

ourselves to rest, and the pedlar occupied the other,

though not before he had prayed a considerable

time extempore, searched into every corner of the

.room, and fastened the door on the inside with a

strong iron screw, which he carried about with him

for that use. I slept very sound till midnight, when

I was disturbed by a violent motion of the bed,

which shook under me with a .continual tremor.

Alarmed at this phenomenon, I jogged my com-

panion, whom, to my no small amazement, I found

drenched in sweat, and quaking through every

liinb ; he told me, with a low faltering voice, that

we were undone ; for there was a bloody highway-

man loaded with pistols in the next room ;
then

bidding me make as little noise as possible, he di-

rected me to a small chink in the board partition,

through which I could see a thick-set brawny fel-

low, with a fierce countenance, sitting at a table with

our young landlady, having a bottle of ale and a

brace of pistols before him. I listened with great

attention, and heard him say in a terrible tone:

"D—n that son of a bitch, Smack, the coachman

he has served me a fine trick, indeed!—but d- tion

seize me, if I don't make him repent it
!

I'll teach

the scoundrel to give intelligence to others, while

he is under articles with me." Our landlady en-

deavoured to appease this exasperated robber, by

saying he might be mistaken in Smack,who perhaps

kept no correspondence with the other gentleman

that robbed his coach ; and that, if an accident had

disappointed him to-day, he might soon find oppor-

tunity enough to atone for his lost trouble. " I'll

tell thee what, my dear Bett," replied he, " I never

had, nor ever will, while my name is Rifle, have

such a glorious booty as I missed to-day.—Zounds!

there was four hundred pounds in cash to recruit men

for the king's service, besides the jewels, watches,

swords, and money belonging to the passengers ;—

had it been my fortune to have got clear off with so

much treasure, I would have purchased a commis-

sion in the army, and made you an officer's lady,

you jade, I would." " Well, well," cries Betty, ''we

must trust to Providence for that ;—but did you find
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nothing worth taking, which escaped the other

gentleman of'the road?" "Not much, faith," said

the lover ;
" I gleaned a few things, such as a pair of

pops, silver mounted, (here they are ;) I took them
loaded from the captain who had the charge of the

money, together with a gold watch, which he had
concealed in his breeches. I likewise found ten

Portugal pieces in the shoes of a Quaker, whom the

spirit moved to revile me with great bitterness and
devotion. But what I value myself mostly for, is

this here purchase, a gold snuff box, my girl, with

a picture on the inside of the lid ; which I untied

out of the tail of a pretty lady's smock." Here, as

the devil would have it, the pedlar snored so loud,

that the highwayman, snatching his pistols, started

up, crying :
" Hell and d tion ! I am betrayed

;

who's that in the next room?" Mrs. Betty told him,

he need not be uneasy ; there were only three poor
wearied travellers, who, missing the road, had taken
up their lodging in the house, and were asleep long

ago. " Travellers," says he, " spies, you b—ch ! but

no matter—I'll send them all to hell in an instant."

He accordingly ran towards our door; when his

sweetheart interposing, assured him, there was only
a couple of poor young Scotchmen, who were too

raw and ignorant to give him the least cause of

suspicion ; and the third was a Presbyterian pedlar

of the same nation, who had often lodged in the

house before. This declaration satisfied the thief,

who swore he was glad there was a pedlar, for he
wanted some linen. Then, in a jovial manner, he
put about the glass, mingling his discourse to Betty
with caresses and familiarities that spoke him very
happy in his amours. During that part of the con-
versation which regarded us, Strap had crept under
the bed, where he lay in the agonies of fear ; so that

it was with great difficulty I persuaded him our
danger was over, and prevailed on him to wake the
pedlar, and inform him of what he had seen and
heard. This itinerant merchant no sooner felt some-
body shaking him by the shoulder, than he started
up, calling as loud as he could, " Thieves, thieves

!

Lord have mercy on us !" And Rifle, alarmed at
this exclamation, jumped up, cocked one of his
pistols, and turned towards the door, to kill the first

man who should enter ; for he verily believed him-
self beset ; when his dulcinea, after an immoderate
fit of laughter, persuaded him, that the poor pedlar,
dreaming of thieves, had only cried out in his sleep.

Meanwhile my comrade had undeceived our fellow
lodger, and informed him of his reason for disturb-

ing him
; upon which, getting up softly, he peeped

through the hole, and was so terrified with what he
saw, that, falling down on his bare knees, he put up
a long petition to Heaven, to deliver him from the
hands of that ruffian, and promised never to defraud
a customer for the future of the value of a pin's

point, provided he might be rescued from the pre-
sent danger. Whether or not his disburdening his

conscience afforded him any ease, I know not ; but
he slipped into bed again, and lay very quiet until
the robber and his mistress were asleep, and snored
in concert ; then, rising softly, he untied a rope that
was round his pack, which making fast to one end
of it, he opened the window with as little noise as
possible, and lowered his goods into the yard with
great dexterity ; then he moved gently to our bed-
side, and bade us farewell, telling us, that, as we ran
no risk, we might take our rest with great confi-

dence, and in the morning assure the landlord that
we knew nothing of his escape ; and lastly, shaking

us by the hands, and wishing us all manner of suc-
cess, he let himself drop from the window without
any danger, for the ground was not above a yard
from his feet as he hung on the outside. Although
I did not think proper to accompany him in his

flight, I was not at all free from apprehension, when
I reflected on what might be the effect of the high-
wayman's disappointment, as he certainly intended
to make free with the pedlar's ware. Neither was
my companion at more ease in his mind

; but, on
the contrary, so possessed with the dreadful idea of
Rifle, that he solicited me strongly to follow our
countryman's example, and so elude the fatal re-

sentment of that terrible adventurer, who would
certainly wreak his vengeance on us, as accomplices
of the pedlar's elopement. But I represented to him
the danger of giving Rifle cause to think we knew
his profession, and suggested, that, if ever he should
meet us again on the road, he would look upon us
as dangerous acquaintance, and find it his interest

to put us out of the way. I told him withal my
confidence in Betty's good nature, in which he ac-

quiesced
; and, during the remaining part of the

night, we concerted a proper method of behaviour,

to render us unsuspected in the morning.
It was no sooner day, than Betty, entering our

chamber, and perceiving our window open, cried

out :
" Ods bobs ! sure you Scotchmen must have

hot constitutions to lie all night with the window
open, in such cold weather." I feigned to start

out of sleep, and withdrawing the curtain, called,

"What's the matter?" When she showed me, I
affected surprise, and said, " Bless me ! the window
was shut when we went to bed." " I'll be hanged,"
said she, " if Sawney Waddle the pedlar has not
got up in a dream and done it, for I heard him very
obstropulous in his sleep.—Sure I put a chamber-
pot under his bed." With these words she ad-
vanced to the bed in which he lay, and finding

the sheets cold, exclaimed, " Good lack-a-daisy ! the

rogue is fled !" " Pled !" cried I, with feigned amaze-
ment, "God forbid!— Sure he has not robbed us."

Then springing up, I laid hold of my breeches,

and emptied all my loose money into my hand ;

which having reckoned, I said, " Heaven be praised,

our money is all safe :—Strap, look to the knap-
sack." He did so, and found all was right, Upon
which we asked, with seeming concern, if he
had stole nothing belonging to the house ? " No,
no," replied she, "he has stole nothing but his

reckoning ;" which, it seems, this pious pedlar had
forgot to discharge, in the midst of his devotion.
Betty, after a moment's pause, withdrew ; and im-
mediately we could hear her waken Rifle, who no
sooner heard of Waddle's flight, than he jumped
out of bed, and dressed, venting a thousand exe-
crations, and vowing to murder the pedlar, if ever
he should set eyes on him again :

" For," said he,
" the scoundrel has by this time raised the hue and
cry against me." Having dressed himself in a
hurry, he mounted his horse, and for that time rid
us of his company, and a thousand fears that were
the consequence of it. While we were at break-
fast, Betty endeavoured, by all the cunning she was
mistress of, to learn whether or no we suspected our
fellow-lodger, whom we saw take horse ; but as we
were on our guard, we answered her sly questions
with a simplicity she could not distrust

;
when, all

of a sudden, we heard the trampling of a horse's
feet at the door. This noise alarmed Strap so
much, whose imagination was wholly engrossed by
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the image of Rifle, that, with a countenance as pale

as milk, he cried, " O Lord ! there's the highway-

man returned!" Our landlady, staring at these

words, said, " What highwayman, young man ?

—

Do you think any highwaymen harbour here?"

Though I was very much disconcerted at this piece

of indiscretion in Strap, I had presence of mind

enough to tell her, we had met a horseman the day

before, whom Strap had foolishly supposed to be a

highwayman, because he rode with pistols ; and

that he had been terrified at the sound of a horse's

feet ever since. She forced a smile at the ignorance

and timidity of my comrade ; but I could perceive

(not without great concern) that this account was

not at all satisfactory to her.

CHAPTER EX.

We proceed on our Journey—Are overtaken by an Highway-

man, who fires at Strap—Is prevented from shooting me

by a company of Horsemen, who ride in pursuit of him

—

Strap is put to bed at an Inn—Adventures at that Inn.

After having paid our score, and taken leave of

our hostess, who embraced me tenderly at parting,

we proceeded on our journey, blessing ourselves

that we had come off so well. We had not walked

above five miles, when we observed a man on horse-

back galloping after us, whom we in a short time

recognised to be no other than this formidable hero

who had already given us so much vexation. He
stopped hard by me, and asked if I knew who he

was? My astonishment had disconcerted me so

much, that I did not hear his question, which he

repeated with a volley of oaths and threats ; but I

remained as mute as "before. Strap seeing my dis-

composure, fell upon his knees in the mud, uttering

with a lamentable voice these words : "For Christ's

sake, have mercy upon us, Mr. Rifle,—we know
you very well." " Oho !" cried the thief, " you do

!

—but you never shall be evidence against me in

this world, you dog t" So saying, he drew a pistol,

and fired it at the unfortunate shaver, who fell flat

upon the ground, without speaking one word. My
comrade's fate, and my own situation, rivetted me
to the place where I stood, deprived of all sense

and reflection ; so that I did not make the least

attempt either to run away, or deprecate the wrath

of this barbarian, who snapped a second pistol at

me ; but before he had time to prime again, per-

ceiving a company of horsemen coming up, he

rode off, and left me standing motionless as a statue,

in which posture I was found by those whose ap-

pearance had saved my life. This company con-

sisted of three men in livery, well armed, with an

oflBcer, who, as I afterwards learned, was the per-

son from whom Rifle had taken the pocket pistols

the day before ; and who, making known his mis-

fortune to a nobleman he met on the road, and

assuring him his non-resistance was altogether ow-

ing to his consideration for the ladies in the coach,

procured the assistance of his lordship's servants to

go in quest of the plunderer. This holiday captain

scampered up to me with great address, and asked

who fired the pistol which he had heard. As I

had not yet recovered my reason, he, before I could

answer, observed a body lying on the ground : at

which sight his colour changed, and he pronounced

with a faltering tongue, " Gentlemen, here's mur-

der committed! Let us alight." "No, no," said

one of his followers, "let us rather pursue the

murderer. Which way went he, young man ?" By
this time I had recollected myself so far as to teil

them, that he could not be a quarter of a mile be-

fore ; and to beg of one of them to assist me in

conveying the corpse of my friend to the next

house, in order to its being interred. The captain,

foreseeing, that, in case he should pursue, he must

soon come to action, began to curb his horse, and
give him the spur at the same time, which treat-

ment making the creature rear up and snort, he

called out, his horse was frightened, and would not

proceed ; at the same time wheeling him round and

round, stroking his neck, whistling and wheeling

him with " Sirrah, sirrah, gently, gently, &c."—
" Zounds !" cried one of the servants, " sure my
Lord's Sorrel is not resty '."—With these words, he

bestowed a lash on his buttocks, and Sorrel, dis-

daining the rein, sprung forward with the captain

at a pace that would have soon brought him up

with the robber, had not the girth, happily for him,

given way, by which means he landed in the dirt

,

and two of his attendants continued their pursuit,

without minding his situation. Meanwhile, one of

the three who remained at my desire, turning the

body of Strap, in order to see the wound which

had"killed him, found him still warm, and breath-

ing ;
upon which I immediately let him blood, and

saw him, with inexpressible joy, recover ; he having

received no other wound than what his fear had in-

flicted. Having raised him upon his legs, we walked

together to an inn, about half a mile from the place,

where Strap, who was not quite recovered, went to

bed : and in a little time, the third servant returned

with the captain's horse and furniture, leaving him

to crawl after as well as he could. This gentleman

of the sword, upon his arrival, complained griev-

ously of the bruise occasioned by his fall ; and, on

the recommendation of the servant, who warranted

my ability, I was employed to bleed him, for which

service he rewarded me with half a crown.

The time between this event and dinner, I passed

in observing a game at cards between two farmers,

an exciseman, and a young fellow in a rusty gown

and cassock, who, as I afterwards understood, was

curate of a neighbouring parish. It was easy to

perceive, that the match was not equal ; and that

the two farmers, who were partners, had to do with

a couple of sharpers, who stript them of all their

cash in a very short time. But what surprised me
very much was, to hear this clergyman reply to

one" of the countrymen who seemed to suspect foul

play, in these words :
" D—n me, friend, d'ye ques-

tion my honour?"—I did not at all wonder to find

a cheat in canonicals, this being a character fre-

quent in my own country ; but I was scandalized

at the indecency of his behaviour, which appeared

in the oaths he "swore, and the bawdy songs which

he sung. At last, to make amends, in some sort,

for the damage he had done to the unwary boors,

he pulled out a fiddle from the lining of his gown,

and, promising to treat them at dinner, began to

play most melodiously, singing in concert all the

while. This good humour of the parson inspired

the company with so much glee, that the farmers

soon forgot" their losses, and all present went to

dancing in the yard. While we were agreeably

amused in this manner, our musician spying a

horseman riding towards the inn, stopt all of a sud-

den, crving out, " Gad so ! gentlemen, I beg your

pardon"; there's our dog of a doctor coming into

the inn." He immediately concealed his instru-
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ment, and ran towards the gate, where he took hold
of the vicars bridle, and helped him off, inquiring-

very cordially into the state of his lij^hh. This
rosy son of the church, who might be about the
age of fifty, having alighted, and entrusted the curate
with his horse, stalked with great solemnity into
the kitchen, where, sitting down by the fire, he
called for a bottle of ale and a pipe ; scarce deign-
ing an answer to the submissive questions of those
who inquired about the welfare of his family.
While he indulged himself in this state, amidst a
profound silence, the curate approaching him with
great reverence, asked if he would not be pleased
to honour us with his company at dinner ? To which
interrogation he answered in the negative, saying,
he had been to visit Squire Bumpkin, who had
drank himself into a high fever at the last assizes

;

and that he had, on leaving his own house, told
Betty he should dine at home. Accordingly, when
he had made an end of his bottle and pipe, he rose
and moved, with prelatical dignity, to the door,
where his journeyman stood ready with his nag.
He had no sooner mounted, than the facetious curate,
coming into the kitchen, held forth in this manner

:

" There the old rascal goes, and the devil go with
him.—You see how the world wags, gentlemen.

—

By gad, this rogue of a vicar does not deserve to
live ; and yet he has two livings worth 400/. per
annum, while poor I am fain to do all his drudgery,
and ride twenty miles every Sunday to preach, for
what ? why, truly, for 20/. a-year. I scorn to boast
of my own qualifications ; but— comparisons are
odious. I should be glad to know how this swag-
bellied doctor deserves to be more at ease than me.
He can loll in his elbow chair at home, indulge
himself in the best of victuals and wine, and enjoy
the conversation of Betty, his housekeeper. You
understand me, gentlemen. Betty is the doctor's
poor kinswoman, and a pretty girl she is ; but no
matter for that :—ay, and a dutiful girl to her pa-
rents, whom she visits regularly every year, though
I must own, I could never learn in what county
they live.—My service t'ye, gentlemen."—By this
time dinner being ready, I waked my companion,
and we ate all together with great "cheerfulness.
When our meal was ended, and every man's share
of the reckoning adjusted, the curate went out on
pretence of some necessary occasion, and mounting
his horse, left the two farmers to satisfy the host in

the best manner they could. We were no sooner
informed of this piece of finesse, than the exciseman,'
who had been silent hitherto, began to open with a
malicious grin :

" Ay, ay, this is an old trick of
Shuffle : I could not help smiling when he talked
of treating. You must know this is a very curious
fellow. He picked up some scraps of learning
while he served young Lord Trifle at the univer-
sity. But what he most excels in is pimping. No
man knows his talents better than I ; for I was
valet de chambre to Squire Tattle, an intimate com-
panion of Shuffle's lord. He got himself into a scrape,

by pawning some of his lordship's clothes, on which
account he was turned away

; but, as he was ac-
quainted with some particular circumstances of my
lord's conduct, he did not care to exasperate him too
much, and so made interest for his receiving orders,

and afterwards recommended him to the curacy
which he now enjoys. However, the fellow cannot
be too much admired for his dexterity in making a
comfortable livelihood, in spite of such a small
allowance. You hear he plays a good stick, and is

really diverting in company. These qualifications
make him agreeable wherever he goes

; and, as for
playing at cards, there is not a man within three
counties a match for him: the truth is, he is a
damnable cheat ; and can shift a card with such
address, that it is impossible to discover him." Here
he was interrupted by one of the farmers, who
asked why he had not justice enough to acquaint
them with these particulars before they engaged in
play ? The exciseman replied, without any hesita-
tion, that it was none of his business to inter-
meddle between man and man

; besides, he did not
know they were ignorant of Shuffle's character,
which was notorious to the whole country. This
did not satisfy the other, who taxed him with abet-
ting and assisting the curate's knavery, and insisted
on having his share of the winnings returned

;

this demand the exciseman as positively refused,
affirming, that whatsoever sleights Shuffle might
practice on other occasions, he was very certain
that he had played on the square with them, and
would answer it before any bench in Christendom

;

so saying, he got up, and having paid his reckoning,
sneaked off. The landlord thrusting his neck into
the passage, to see if he was gone, shook his head,
saying, " Ah ! Lord help us, if every sinner was to
have his deserts.—Well, we victuallers must not
disoblige the exciseman.—But I know what:—if
parson Shuffle and he were weighed together, a .

straw thrown into either scale would make the
balance kick the beam.—But, masters, this is under
the rose," continued Boniface, with a whisper.

CHAPTER X.

The Highwayman is taken—We are detained as Evidence
against him—Proceed to the next Village—He escapes

—

We arrive at another Inn, where we go to bed—In the
night we are awaked by a dreadful Adventure—Next
night we lodge at the house of a Schoolmaster—Our Treat-

ment there.

Strap and I were about to depart on our journey,
when we perceived a crowd on the road coming
towards us, shouting and hallooing all the way. As
it approached, we could discern a man on horseback
in the middle, with his hands tied behind him,
whom we soon knew to be Rifle. This highwayman,
not being so well mounted as the two servants who
went in pursuit of him, was soon overtaken, and,
after having discharged his pistols, made prisoner
without any further opposition. They were carrying
him in triumph, amidst the acclamations of the
country people, to a justice of peace in a neigh-
bouring village, hut stopt at our inn to join their

companion, and take refreshment. When Rifle was
dismounted, and placed in the yard, within a circle

of peasants armed with pitchforks, I was amazed to

see what a pitiful dejected fellow he now appeared,
who had but a few hours before filled me with such
terror and confusion. My companion was so much
encouraged by this alteration in his appearance, that,

going up to the thief, he presented his clenched fists

to his nose, and declared, he would either cudgel or
box with the prisoner for a guinea, which he im-
mediately produced, and began to strip, but was
dissuaded from this adventure by me, who repre-
sented to him the folly of the undertaking, as Rifle
was now in the hands of justice, which woidd, no
doubt, give us all satisfaction enough. But what

c

I
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made me repent of our impertinent curiosity, was

our being detained by the captors as evidence against

him -when we were just going to set forward.

However, there was no remedy ; we were obliged to

comply i
and accordingly joined in the cavalcade,

which luckily took the same road that we had pro-

posed to follow. About the twilight we arrived at

the place of our destination ; but, as the justice was

gone to visit a gentleman in the country, with whom,

we understood, he would probably stay all night,

the robber was confined in an empty garret three

stories hisih, from which it seemed impossible for

him to escape. This, nevertheless, was the case ;
for

next morning, when they went up stairs to bring

him before the justice, the bird was flown, having

got out at the window upon the roof, from whence

he continued his route along the tops of the adjoimng

houses, and entered another garret window, where

he skulked until the family were asleep, at which

time he ventured down stairs, and let himself out by

the street door, which was found open. This event

was a great disappointment to those that apprehended

him, who were flushed with hopes of the reward
j

but 'gave me great joy, as I was permitted now to

continue my journey without any further molesta-

tion. Resolving to make up for the small progress

we had hitherto made, we this day travelled with

great vigour, and before night reached a market-

town, twenty miles from the place from whence we

set out in the morning, without meeting any adven-

ture worth notice. Here having taken up our

lodging at an inn,. I found myself so fatigued, that

I began to despair of performing our journey on

foot, and desired Strap to inquire if there were any

waggon, return-horses, or other cheap carriage m
this place, to depart for London next day. He was

informed, that the waggon from Newcastle to London

had halted there two nights ago ; and that it would

he an easy matter to overtake it, if not the next

dav, at farthest the day after the next. This piece

of news gave us some satisfaction; and, after having

made a hearty supper on hashed mutton, we were

shown to our room, which contained two beds, the

one allotted for us, and the other for a very honest

gentleman, who, we were told, was then drinking

below. Though we could have very well dispensed

with his company, we were glad to submit to this

disposition, as there was not another bed empty in

the house ; and accordingly went to rest, after having

secured our baggage under the bolster. About two

or three o'clock in the morning, I was waked out

of a very profound sleep, by a dreadful noise m
the chamber, which did not fail to throw me into an

agony of consternation, when I heard these words

pronounced with a terrible voice :
" Blood and

wounds ! run the halbert iato the guts of him that's

next you, and 111 blow the other's brains out pre-

sently." This dreadful salutation had no sooner

reached the ears of Strap, than, starting out of bed,

he ran against somebody in the dark, and overturned

him in an instant ; at the same time bawling out,

" Eire ! murder ! fire ! " a cry which in a moment

alarmed the whole house, and filled our chamber

with a crowd of naked people. When lights were

brought, the occasion of all this disturbance soon

appeared; which was no other than our fellow-

lodger, whom we found lying on the floor scratching

his head, with a look testifying the utmost astonish-

ment at the concourse of apparitions that surrounded

him.—This honest gentleman was, it seems, a re-

cruiting Serjeant, who, having listed two country

fellows over night, dreamed they had mutinied, and

threatened to murder him and the drummer who
was along with him. This made such an impression

on his imagination, that he got up in his sleep, and

expressed himself as above. When our apprehension

of danger vanished, the company beheld one another

with great surprise and mirth ; but what attracted

the notice of every one, was our landlady, with no-

thing on her but her shift, and a large pair of buck-

skin breeches, with the backside before, which she

had slipt on in the hurry, and her husband, with her
_

petticoat about his shoulders. One had wrapt him-
"

self in a blanket, another was covered with a sheet,

and the drummer, who had given his only shirt to

be washed, appeared in cuerpo, with the holster rolled

about his middle. When this affair was discussed,

every body retired to his own apartment, the Serjeant

slipt into bed, and my companion and I slept with-

out any further disturbance till morning, when we

got up, went to breakfast, paid our reckoning, and

set forward, in expectation of overtaking the wag-

gon ; in which hope, however, we were disappointed

for that day. As we exerted ourselves more than

usual, I found myself quite spent with fatigue, when

we entered a small village in the twilight. We
inquired for a public house, and were directed to

one of a very sorry appearance. At our entrance,

the landlord, who seemed to be a venerable old

man, with long gray hair, rose from a table placed

by a large fire in a very neat paved kitchen, and,

with a cheerful countenance, accosted us in these

words :
" Salvete, pueri, ingredimini." I was not a

little pleased to hear our host speak Latin, because

I was in hope ofrecommendingmyself to him bymy
knowledge in that language ; I therefore answered,

without hesitation,—" Dissolve frigus, ligna super

foco—large reponcns." I had no sooner pronounced

these words, than the old gentleman, running toward

me, shook me by the hand, crying, " Fili mi dilec-

tissime! unde venis? a snperis, ni Jailor!" In short,

finding we were both read in the classics, he did not

know how to testify his regard enough ; but ordered

his daughter, a jolly rosy-cheeked damsel, who was

his sole domestic, to bring us a bottle of his quadri-

mum, repeating from Horace at the same time,

" Deprome quadrimum Sabina, O Thaliarche, merum

diota" This quadrimum was excellent ale of his own

brewing, of which he told us he had always an

amphora four years old for the use of himself and

friends. In the course of our conversation, which

was interlarded with scraps of Latin, we understood

that this facetious person was a schoolmaster, whose

income being small, he was fain to keep a glass of

good liquor for the entertainment of passengers, by

which he made shift to make the two ends of the

year meet. " I am this day," said he, " the happiest

old fellow in his Majesty's dominions. My wife,

rest her soul, is in heaven. My daughter is to be

married next week ; but the two chief pleasures of

my life are these (pointing to the bottle and a large

edition of Horace that lay on the table). I am old,

'tis true,—what then ? the more reason I should

enjoy the small share of life that remains, as my
friend Flaccus advises :

" Tu ne qua-sieris (scire

nefas) quern mihi, quern tibi finem dii dederint. Carpe

diem, quam minimum credula postero." As he was

very inquisitive about our affairs, we made no scruple

of acquainting him with our situation, which, when

he had learned, he enriched us with advices how

to behave in the world, telling us, that he was no

stranger to the deceits of mankind. In the mean
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time, be ordered his daughter to lay a fowl to the

fire for supper, for he was resolved this night to

regale his friends

—

permitlens divis cetera. While
our entertainment was preparing, our host recounted
the adventures of his own life, which, as they
contain nothing remarkable, I forbear to rehearse.

When we had fared sumptuously, and drank several

bottles of his quadrimum, I expressed a desire of

going to rest, which was with some difficulty com-
plied with, after he had informed us, that we should
overtake the waggon by noon next day ; and that

there was room enough in it for half a dozen, for

there were only four passengers as yet in that con-

venience. Before my comrade and I fell asleep, we
had some conversation about the good humour of
our landlord, which gave Strap such an idea of his

benevolence, that he positively believed we should
pay nothing for our lodging and entertainment.
" Don't you observe," said he, " that he has con-
ceived a particular affection for us ; nay, even
treated us at supper with extraordinary fare, which,
to be sure, we should not of ourselves have called

for ? " I was partly of Strap's opinion ; but the

experience I had of the world made me suspend my
belief till the morning, when, getting up betimes,

we breakfasted with our host and his daughter on
hasty-pudding and ale, and desired to know what we
had to pay. " Biddy will let you know, gentlemen,"
said he, " for I never mind these matters. Money
matters are beneath the concern of one who lives

upon the Horatian plan. Crescentcm sequitur cura
pecuniam." Meanwhile, Biddy having consulted a
slate that hung in the corner, told us, our reckoning
came to 8s. Id. " Eight shillings and seven pence !

"

cried Strap ; "'tis impossible—you must be mistaken,
young woman." " Reckon again, child," says her
father, very deliberately ;

" perhaps you have mis-
counted." " No, indeed, father," she replied, " I
know my business better." I could contain my
indignation no longer, but said, it was an uncon-
scionable bill, and demanded to know the parti-

culars
;
upon which the old man got up, muttering,

" Ay, ay, let us see the particulars—that's but rea-
sonable." And, taking pen, ink, and paper, wrote
the following items :

—

s. d.

To bread and beer 0 C
To a fowl and sausages 5 6
To four bottles qnndrim 2 0
To fire and tobacco 0 7

To lodging 2 0
To breakfast 1 0

8 7

As he had not the appearance of a common publican,
and had raised a sort of veneration in me by his

demeanour the preceding night, it was not in my
power to upbraid him as he deserved ; therefore I

contented myself with saying, I was sine he did not
learn to be an extortioner from Horace. He an-
swered, I was but a young man, and did not know
the world, or I would not tax him with extortion,
whose only aim was to live " contents parvo, and
keep off importuna pauperies." My fellow-traveller
could not so easily put up with this imposition

;

but swore he should either take one-third of the
money, or go without. While we were engaged in
this dispute, I perceived the daughter go out, and
conjecturing the occasion, immediately paid the
exorbitant demand, which was no sooner done, than
Biddy returned with two stout fellows, who came
in on pretence of taking their morning draught

;

but in reality to frighten us into compliance. Just
as we departed, Strap, who was half distracted on
account of this piece of expense, went up to the

schoolmaster, and grinning in his face, pronounced
with great emphasis, " Semper avarus eget." To
which the pedant replied, with a malicious smile,
" Animum rege, qui, nisi paret, imperat."

CHAPTER 51.

We descry the Waggon—Get into it—Arrive at an Inn—Our
Fellow-travellers described—A Mistake is committed by

Strap, which produces strange things.

We travelled half a mile without exchanging one
word

;
my thoughts being engrossed by the knavery

of the world, to which I must be daily exposed

;

and the contemplation of my finances, which began
sensibly to diminish. At length Strap, who could
hold no longer, addressed me thus :

" Well, fools

and their money are soon parted. If my advice had
been taken, that old skinflint should have been
damn'd before he had got more than the third of
his demand.—'Tis a sure sign you came easily by
your money, when you squander it away in this

manner. Ah, God help you, how many bristly

beards must I have mowed before 1 earned four
shillings and threepence halfpenny, which is all

thrown to the dogs ? How many days have I sat

weaving hair, till my toes were numbed by the cold,

my fingers cramp'd, and my nose as blue as the sign
of the periwig that hung over the door? What
the devil was you afraid of? I would have engaged
to box with any one of those fellows that came in,

for a guinea. I'm sure I have beat stouter men
than either of them." And indeed my companion
would have fought any body, when his life was in

no danger ; but he had a mortal aversion to fire

arms, and all instruments of death. In order to

appease him, I assured him, no part of this extra-
ordinary expense should fall upon his shoulders ; at

which declaration he was affronted, and told me,
he would have me to know, that, although he was
a poor barber's boy, he had a soul to spend his

money with the best squire of the land. Having
walked all day at a great pace, without halting for

a refreshment, we descried, towards the evening, to

our inexpressible joy, the waggon about a quarter
of a mile before us ; and by that time we reached
it, were both of us so weary, that I verily believe
it would have been impracticable for us to have
walked one mile farther. We therefore bargained
with the driver, whose name was Joey, to give us
a cast to the next stage for a shilling ; at which
place we should meet the master of the waggon,
with whom we might agree for the rest of the
journey.

Accordingly, the convenience stopped, and Joey
having placed the ladder, Strap (being loaded with
our baggage) mounted first; but, just as he was
getting in, a tremendous voice assailed his ears in
these words :

—" God's fury ! there shall no pas-
sengers come here." The poor shaver was so dis-

concerted at this exclamation, which both he and I
imagined proceeded from the mouth of a giant, that
he descended with great velocity, and a countenance
as white as paper. Joey perceiving our astonish-
ment, called with an arch sneer, " Waunds, Coptain,
whay woan't you sooffer the poor waggoneer to
meake a penny? Coom, coom, young man, get

c 2
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oop get oop, never moind the coptain— I'se not

alear'd of the coptain." This was not encourage-

ment sufficient to Strap, who could not be prevailed

upon to venture up again ;
upon which I attempted,

though not without a quaking heart, when I heard

the same voice muttering like distant thunder,

" Hell and the devil confound me, if I don't make

you smart for this !" However, I crept in, and by-

accident, got an empty place in the straw, which I

immediately took possession of, without being able

to discern the faces of my fellow-travellers in the

dark. Strap following with the knapsack on his

back, chanced to take the other side, and, by a jolt

of the carriage, pitched directly upon the stomach

of the captain, who bellowed out in a most dreadful

manner, " Blood and thunder, where's my sword ?"

At these words, my frighted comrade started up,

and at one spring bounced against me with such'

force, that I thought he was the supposed son of

Anak, who intended to press me to death. In the

mean time, a female voice cried, " Bless me ? what is

the matter, my dear ?" " The matter," replied the

captain, " d—n my blood ! my guts are squeezed

into a pancake, by that Scotchman's hump."
_

Strap,

trembling all the while at my back, asked him par-

don, and laid the blame of what had happened

upon the jolting of the waggon ; and the woman
who spoke before, went on :

" Ay, ay, my dear, it

is our own fault ; we may thank ourselves for

all the inconveniences we meet with. I thank God
I never travelled so before. I'm sure, if my Lady

or Sir John was to know where we are, they would

not sleep this night for vexation. I wish to God
we had writ for the chariot : I know we shall never

be forgiven."—" Come, come, my dear," replied the

captain, "it don't signifyfretting now—we shall

silver-laced hat on her head, instead of a cap, a

blue stuff riding-suit trimmed with silver, very

much tarnished, and a whip in her hand. After

her came limping an old man, with a worsted

night-cap, buttoned under his chin, and a broad-

brimmed hat slouched over it, an old rusty blue

cloak tied about his neck, under which appeared a

brown surtout, that covered a thread-bare coat and

waistcoat, and, as we afterwards discerned, a dirty

flannel jacket. His eyes were hollow, bleared, and

gummy ; his face was shrivelled into a thousand

wrinkles, his gums were destitute of teeth, his nose

sharp and drooping, his chin peaked and prominent,

so that, when he mumped or spoke, they approached

one another like a pair of nut-crackers ; he sup-

ported himself on an ivory-headed cane ; and his

whole figure was a just emblem of winter, famine,

"and avarice. But how was I surprised, when I

beheld the formidable captain in the shape of a

little thin creature, about the age of forty, with a

long withered visage, very much resembling that

of a baboon, through the upper part of which two

little grey eyes peeped: he wore his own hair in

a queue "that reached to his rump, which immo-
derate length, I suppose, was the occasion of a

baldness that appeared on the crown of his head,

when he deigned to take off his hat, which was

very much of the size and cock of Pistol's. Having

laid aside his great coat, I could not help admiring

the extraordinary make of this man of war : he

was about five feet and three inches high, sixteen

inches of which went to his face and long scraggy

neck ; his thighs were about six inches in length,

his legs resembling spindles or drumsticks, two feet

and a half, and his body, which put me in mind of

extension without substance, engrossed the remain-

lauo-h it over as a frolic—I hope you will not suffer der ; so that, on the whole, he appeared like a spider

in your health. I shall make my Lord very merry

with our adventures in the diligence." This dis-

course gave me such a high notion of the captain

and his lady, that I durst not venture to join in the

conversation. But immediately after, another fe-

male voice began :
" Some people give themselves

a great many needless airs—better folks than any

here have travelled in waggons before now. Some
of us have rode in coaches and chariots, with three

footmen behind them, without making so much fuss

about it. What then ? we are now all upon a foot-

ing; therefore let's be sociable and merry. "What

do you say, Isaac ? Is not this a good motion, you

doting rogue? Speak, you old cent, per cent,

fornicator. What desperate debts are you thinking

of? What mortgage are you planning? Well,

Isaac, positively you shall never gain my favour

till you turn over a new leaf, grow honest, and live

like" a gentleman. In the mean time, give me a

kiss, you old fumbler." These words, accompanied

with a hearty smack, enlivened the person to whom
they were addressed to such a degree, that he cried

in a transport, though with a faltering voice, " Ah

!

you wanton baggage—upon my credit, you are a

waggish girl, he, he, he." This laugh introduced

a fit of coughing, which almost suffocated the poor

usurer (such, we afterwards found, was the profes-

sion of this our fellow-traveller). About this

time I fell asleep, and enjoyed a comfortable nap,

till such time as we arrived at the inn where we
put up. Here, having alighted from the waggon, I

had an opportunity of viewing the passengers in

order as they entered. The first who appeared was

a brisk airy girl, about twenty years old, with a

or grasshopper erect, and was almost a vox et pr a-

terea nihil His dress consisted of a frock of

what is called bear-skin, the skirts of which were

about half a foot long, an hussar waistcoat, scarlet

breeches, reaching halfway down his thighs, worsted

stockings, rolled up almost to his groin, and shoes

with wooden heels at least two inches high : he

carried a sword very near as long as himself in one

hand, and with the other conducted his lady who
seemed to be a woman of his own age, and still re-

tained some remains of an agreeable person ; but so

ridiculously affected, that, had I not been a novice

in the world, I might have easily perceived in her

the deplorable vanity and second-hand airs of a

lady's woman. We were all assembled in the

kitchen, when Captain Weazel (for that was his

name) desired a room with a fire for himself and

spouse, and told the landlord they would sup by

themselves. The innkeeper replied, that he could

not afford them a room by themselves ; and as for

supping, he had prepared victuals for the passen-

gers in the waggon, without respect of persons;

but if he could prevail on the rest to let him have

his choice in a separate manner, he should be very

well pleased. This was no sooner said, than all of

us declared against the proposal; and Miss Jenny,

our other female passenger, observed, that, if

Captain Weazel and his lady had a mind to sup by

themselves, they might wait until we should have

done. At this "hint, the captain put on a martial

frown, and looked very big, without speaking ;

while his yoke-fellow, w'ith a disdainful toss of her

nose, muttered something about " Creature !" which

Miss Jenny overhearing, stept up to her, saying,
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" None of your names, good Mrs. Abigail. Crea-

ture, quotha—I'll assure you, no such creature as

you, neither—no ten pound sneaker—no quality

coupler."—Here the captain interposed, with a
"D—me, madam, what do you mean by that ?"

—

" D—n you, sir, who are you ?" replied Miss Jenny,
"who made you a captain, you pitiful, trencher

scraping, pimping curler?
—

'Sdeath ! the army
is come to a fine pass, when such fellows as you
get commissions—what, I suppose you think I don't

know you?—Egad, you and your helpmate are

well met—a cast-off mistress and a bald valet-de-

chambre are well yoked together." "Blood and
wounds !" cried Weazel, " d'ye question the honour
of my wife, madam !—Hell and d tion ! No
man in England durst say so much. I would flea

him—carbonado him ! Fury and destruction ! I
would have his liver for my supper." So saying,

he drew his sword, and flourished with it, to the

great terror of Strap ; while Miss Jenny, snapping
her fingers, told him, she did not value his resent-

ment a louse. In the midst of this quarrel, the

master of the waggon alighted, who understanding
the cause of the disturbance, and fearing the captain

and his lady would take umbrage, and leave his

carriage, was at great pains to have every thing

made up, which he at last accomplished, and we sat

down to supper all together. At bed-time we were
shown to our apartments : the old usurer, Strap,

and I, to one room ; the captain, his wife, and Miss
Jenny, to another. About midnight, my com-
panion's bowels being disordered, he got up, in

order to go backward
;
but, in his return, mistaking

one door for another, entered Weasel's chamber,
and without any hesitation, went to bed to his wife,

who was fast asleep ; the captain being at another
end of the room, groping for some empty vessel, in

lieu of his own chamber-pot, which was leaky : as

he did not perceive Strap coming in, he went to-

wards his own bed, after having found a conve-
nience ; but no sooner did he feel a rough head,
covered with a cotton night-cap, than it came into

his mind, that he had mistaken Miss Jenny's bed
instead of his own, and that the head he felt was
that of some gallant, with whom she had made an
assignation. Full of this conjecture, and scan-

dalized at the prostitution of his apartment, he
snatched up the vessel he had just before filled, and
emptied it at once on the astonished barber and his

own wife, who waking at that instant, broke forth

into lamentable cries, which not only alarmed the

husband beyond measure, but frightened poor Strap

almost out of his senses ; for he verily believed

himself bewitched
;
especially when the incensed

captain seized him by the throat, with a volley of

oaths, asking him how he durst have the presump-
tion to attempt the chastity of his wife. Poor Strap

was so amazed and confounded, that he could say
nothing, but, " I take God to witness, she's a virgin

for me." Mrs. Weazel, enraged to find herself in

such a pickle, through the precipitation of her
husband, arose in her shift, and with the heel of
her shoe, which she foundby the bedside, belaboured
the captain's bald pate, till he roared, " Murder."
" I'll teach you to empty your stink-pots on me,"
cried she, " you pitiful hop-o'-my-thumb coxcomb.
What ! I warrant you're jealous, you man of
lath. Was it for this I condescended to take you
to my bed, you poor withered sapless twig." The
noise occasioned by this adventure had brought the

master of the waggon and me to the door, where

we overheard all that passed with great satisfaction.

In the mean time, we were alarmed with the cry of
" Rape ! murder ! rape '." which Miss Jenny pro-
nounced with great vociferation.—" 0 ! you vile

abominable old villain," said she, " would you rob
me of my virtue ? But I'll be revenged of you,
you old goat ! I will—Help ! for heaven's sake !

help !—I shall be ravished—ruined ! help !" Some
servants of the inn, hearing this cry, came running
up stairs with lights, and such weapons as chance
afforded, when we beheld a very diverting scene.

In one corner stood the poor captain, shivering in

his shirt, which was all torn to rags, with a woeful
visage, scratched all over by his wife, who had by
this time wrapped the counterpane about her, and
sat sobbing on the side of her bed. In the other
end lay the old usurer, sprawling on Miss Jenny's
bed, with his flannel jacket over his shirt, and his

tawny meagre limbs exposed to the air ; while she
held him fast by the two ears, and loaded him with
execrations. Wben we asked what was the matter,
she affected to weep ; told us,, she was afraid that

wicked rogue had ruined her in her sleep ; and
bade us take notice of what we saw, for she in

tended to make use of our evidence against him.
The poor wretch looked like one more dead than
alive, and begged to be released ; a favour which
he had no sooner obtained, than he protested she

was no woman, but a devil incarnate ; that she had
first seduced his flesh to rebel, and then betrayed
him. " Yes, cockatrice," continued he, " you know
you laid this snare for me, but you shan't succeed,

for I will hang myself be/ore you shall get a far-

thing off me." So saying, he crawled to his own
bed, groaning all the way. We then advanced to

the captain, who told us, " Gentlemen, here has
been a d—ned mistake ; but I'll be reveng'd on
him who was the occasion of it. That Scotch-
man who carries the knapsack shall not breathe
this vital air another day, if my name be Weazel.
My dear, I ask you ten thousand pardons

;
you

are sensible I could mean no harm to you."—" I
know not what you meant," replied she, sighing,
" but I know I have got enough to send me to my
grave." At length they were reconciled. The
wife was complimented with a share of Miss Jenny's
bed (her own being overflowed), and the master of

the waggon invited Weazel to sleep the remaining
part of the night with him. I retired to mine,
where I found Strap mortally afraid, he having
stole away in the dark, while the captain and his

lady were at loggerheads.

CHAPTER XII.

Captain Weazel challenges Strap, who declines the Combat

—

An Affair between the Captain and me—The Usurer is fain

to give Miss Jenny five Guineas for a Release—We are in

danger of losing a Meal—The Behaviour of Weazel, Jenny,

and Joey, on that occasion—An Account of Captain Weazel

and his Lady—The Captain's Courage tried—Isaac's Mirth

at the Captain's expense.

Next morning I agreed to give the master of the

waggon ten shillings for my passage to London,
provided Strap should be allowed to take my place

when I should be disposed to walk—at the same
time I desired him to appease the incensed captain,

who had entered the kitchen with a drawn sword in

his hand, and threatened, with many oaths, to sacri-

fice the villain who attempted to violate his bed

;
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but it was to no purpose for the master to explain

the mistake, and assure him of the poor lad's in-

nocence, who stood trembling behind me all the

while. The more submission that appeared in

Strap, the more implacable seemed the resentment

of WeazeL who swore he must either fight him, or

he would instantly put him to death. I was ex-

tremely provoked at this insolence, and told him, it

could not be supposed that a poor barber lad would

engage a man of the sword at his own weapon

;

but I was persuaded he would wrestle or box with

him. To which proposal Strap immediately gave

assent, by saying, he would box with him for a

guinea. Weazel replied, with a look of disdain,

that it was beneath any gentleman of his character

to fight like a porter, or even to put himself on a

footing, in any respect, with such a fellow as Strap.

" Odds bodikins !" cries Joey, " sure, coptain, yaw

would not commit moorder ! Here's a poor lad that

is willing to make atoonement for his offence ; and

an that woan't satisfie yaw, offers to fight yaw fairly.

An' yaw woan't box," I dare say, he will coodgel

with" yaw,—woan't yaw, my lad ?"—Strap, after

some "hesitation, answered, " yes, yes, I'll cudgel

with him." But this expedient being also rejected

by the captain, I began to smell his character, and,

tipping Strap the wink, told the company that I had

always heard it said, the person who receives a chal-

lenge should have the choice of the weapons ; this

therefore being the rule in point of honour, I would

venture to promise, on the head of my companion,

that he would even fight Captain Weazel at sharps,

but it should be with such sharps as Strap was best

acquainted with, namely, razors. At my mention-

ing razors, I could perceive the captain's colour

change, while Strap, pulling me by the sleeve,

whispered with great eagerness, "No, no, no ; for

the love of God, don't make any such bargain."

At length Weazel recovering himself, returned to-

wards me, and, with a ferocious countenance, asked,

"Who the devil are you? will you fight me?"
With these words, putting himself in a posture, I

was grievously alarmed at seeing the point of a

sword within half a foot of my breast ; and, spring-

ing to one side, snatched up a spit that stood in the

chimney-corner, with which I kept my formidable

adversary at bay, who made a great many half-

longes, skipping backward at every push, till at

last I pinned him up in a corner, to the no small

diversion of the company. While he was in this

situation, his wife entered, and, seeing her husbands

in these dangerous circumstances, uttered a dreadful

scream: in "this emergency, Weazel demanded a

cessation, which was immediately granted ; and at

last was contented with the submission of Strap,

who, falling upon his knees before him, protested

the innocence of his intention, and asked pardon

for the mistake he had committed. This affair

being ended without bloodshed, we went to break-

fast, but missed two of our company, namely, Miss

Jenny and the usurer. As for the "first, Mrs. Wea-
sel informed us, that she had kept her awake all

night with her groans ; and that, when she rose in

the morning, ?.iiss Jenny was so much indisposed,

that she could not proceed on her journey. At
that instant a message came from her to the master

of the waggon, who immediately went into her

chamber, followed by us all. She told him in a

lamentable tone, that shewas afraid ofa miscarriage,

owing to the fright she received last night from the

brutality of Isaac ; and, as the event was uncertain,

desired the usurer might be detained to answer for

the consequence. Accordingly, this ancient Tarquin

was found in the waggon, whither he had retired to

avoid the shame of last night's disgrace, and brought

bv force into her presence. He no sooner appeared,

than she began to weep and sigh most piteously, and

told us, if she died, she would leave her blood upon

the head of that ravisher. Poor Isaac turned up

his eyes and hands to heaven, prayed that God.

would deliver him from the machinations of that

Jezebel ; and assured us, with tears in his eyes, that

his being found in bed with her was the result of

her own invitation. The waggoner understanding

the case, advised Isaac to make it up, by giving her

a sum of money ; to which advice he replied, with

great vehemence, " A sum of money !—a halter for

the cockatrice !"—" Oh ! 'tis very well," said Miss

Jenny :
" I see it is in vain to attempt that flinty

heart of his by fair means. Joey, be so good as to

go to the justice, and tell him there is a sick person

here, who wants to see him on an affair of conse-

quence." At the name of justice, Isaac trembled,

and, bidding Joey stay, asked with a quivering

voice, what she would have ? She told him, that

as he had not perpetrated his wicked purpose, she

would be satisfied with a small matter. And though

the damage she might sustain in her health might

be irreparable, she would give him a release for an

hundred guineas. " An hundred guineas !" cried

he, in an ecstacy, " an hundred furies ! Where should

a poor old wretch like me have an hundred guineas ?

If I had so much money, d'ye think I should be

found travelling in a waggon at this season of the

year?" "Come, come," replied Jenny, "none of

your miserly artifice here. You think I don't know
Isaac Eapme, the money-broker, in the Minories.

Ah ! you old rogue ! many a pawn have you had

of me and my acquaintance, which was never re-

deemed." Isaac finding it was in vain to disguise

himself, offered twenty shillings for a discharge,

which she absolutely refused under fifty pounds.

At last, however, she was brought down to five,

which he paid, with great reluctancy, rather than

be prosecuted for a rape. After which accommoda-

tion the sick person made shift to get into the wag-

gon, and we set forwards in great tranquillity, Strap

being accommodated with Joey's horse, the driver

himself choosing to walk. This morning and fore-

noon we were entertained with an account of the

valour of Captain Weazel, who told us he had once

knocked down a soldier that made game of him

;

tweaked a drawer by the nose, who found fault

with his picking his "teeth with a fork, at another

time ; and that he had moreover challenged a cheese-

monger, who had the presumption to be bis rival

:

—for the truth of which exploits he appealed to bis

wife. She confirmed whatever he said, and ob-

served, " The last affair happened that very day on

which I received a love-letter from Squire Gobble

;

and don't you remember, my dear, I was prodigi-

ously sick" that very night with eating ortolans,

when my Lord Diddle took notice of my complex-

ion's being altered, and my lady was so alarmed

that she had well nigh fainted." " Yes, my dear,"

replied the captain, " you know, my lord said to me,

with a sneer, 'Billy, Mrs. Weazel is certainly-breed-

ing.' And I answered cavalierly, ' My lord, I

wish I could return the compliment' Upon which

the whole company broke out into an immoderate

fit of laughter ; and my lord, wto loves a repartee

dearlv, came round and. bussed me."
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We travelled in this manner five days, -without

interruption, or meeting any thing -worth notice.

Miss Jenny, -who soon recovered her spirits, enter-

taining us every day with diverting songs, of -which

she could sing a great number; and rallying her

old gallant, -who, notwithstanding, would never be

reconciled to her. On the sixth day, while we were
about to sit down to dinner, the innkeeper came
and told us, that three gentlemen, just arrived, had
ordered the victuals to be carried to their apartment,

although he had informed them that they were be-

spoke by the passengers in the waggon. To which
information they had replied, " The passengers in

the waggon might be d—ned,—their betters must
be served before them—they supposed it would be

no hardship on such travellers to dine upon bread

and cheese for one day." This was a terrible dis-

appointment to us all ; and we laid our heads toge-

ther how to remedy it ; when Miss Jenny observed,

that Captain Weazel, being by profession a soldier,

ought in this case to protect and prevent us from
being insulted. But the captain excused himself,

saying, he would not for all the world be known to

have travelled in a waggon ; swearing at the same
time, that, could he appear with honour, they should

eat his sword sooner than his provision. Upon this

declaration, Miss Jenny, snatching his weapon, drew
it, and ran immediately into the kitchen, where she

threatened to put the cook to death if he did not

send the victuals into our chamber immediately.

The noise she made brought the three strangers

down, one of whom no sooner perceived her, than
he cried, "Ha! Jenny Hamper! what the devil

brought thee hither ?" " My dear Jack Battle !" re-

plied she, running into his arms, " is it you ? Then
Weazel may go to hell for a dinner—I shall dine
with you." They consented to this proposal with

a great deal of joy ; and we were on the point of
being reduced to a very uncomfortable meal, when
Joey, understanding the whole affair, entered the

kitchen with a pitchfork in his hand, and swore he
would be the death of any man who should pretend
to seize the victuals prepared for the waggon. This
menace had like to have produced fatal conse-
quences ; the three strangers drawing their swords,
and being joined by their servants, and we ranging
ourselves on the side of Joey ; when the landlord
interposing, offered to part with his own dinner to

keep the peace, which was accepted by the strangers

;

and we sat down at table without any further mo-
lestation. In the afternoon, I chose to walk along
with Joey, and Strap took my place. Having en-

tered into a conversation with this driver, I soon
found him to be a merry, facetious, good-natured
fellow, and withal very arch. He informed me,
that Miss Jenny was a common girl upon the town

;

who falling into company with a recruiting officer,

he carried her down in the stage-coach from Lon-
don to Newcastle, where he had been arrested for

debt, and was now in prison
;
upon which she was

fain to return to her former way of life, by this

conveyance. He told me likewise, that one of the
gentleman's servants whom we left at the inn,having
accidentally seen Weazel, immediately knew him,
and acquainted Joey with some particulars of his

character. That he had served my Lord Frizzle
in quality of valet-de-chambre many years, while
he lived separate from his lady. But, upon their

reconciliation, she expressly insisted upon Weazel's
being turned off, as well as the woman he kept;
when his lordship, to get rid of them both with a
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good grace, proposed that he should marry his mis-

tress, and he would procure a commission for him
in the army. This expedient was agreed to ; and
Weazel is now, by his lordship's interest, ensign

in 's regiment. I found he and I had the same
sentiments with regard to Weazel's courage, which
we resolved to put to the trial, by alarming the

passengers with the cry of " A highwayman !" as

soon as an horseman should appear. This scheme
we put in practice towards the dusk, when we de-

scried a man on horseback approaching us. Joey
had no sooner intimated to the people in the waggon,
that he was afraid we should be all robbed, than a

general consternation arose. Strap jumped out of

the waggon, and hid himself behind a hedge. The
usurer put forth ejaculations, and made a rustling

among the straw, which made us conjecture he had
hid something under it. Mrs. Weazel, wringing her

hands, uttered lamentable cries ; and the captain,

to our great amazement, began to snore ; but this

artifice did not succeed ; for Miss Jenny, shaking

him by the shoulder, bawled out, " Sdeath ! captain,

is this time to snore, when we are going to be rob-

bed? Get up, for shame, and behave like a soldier

and a man of honour." Weazel pretended to be in

a great passion for being disturbed, and swore he

would have his nap out if all the highwaymen in

England surrounded him. " D—n my blood ! what
are you afraid of?" continued he, at the same time

trembling with such agitation, that the whole car-

riage shook. This singular piece of behaviour

incensed Miss Hamper so much, that she cried,

"D—n your pitiful soul, you are as arrant a pol-

troon, as ever was drummed out of a regiment.—
Stop the waggon, Joey—let me get out, and by
G—d, if I have rhetoric enough, the thief shall not

only take your purse, but your skin also." So say-

ing, she leapt out with great agilit)r
. By this time

the horseman came up with us, and happened to be

a gentleman's servant well known to Joey, who
communicated the scheme, and desired him to carry

it on a little further, by going up to the waggon,
and questioning those within. The stranger con-

senting for the sake of diversion, approached it, and
in a terrible tone, demanded, " Who have we got

here?" Isaac replied, with a lamentable voice,
" Here's a poor miserable sinner, who has got a
small family to maintain, and nothing in the world
wherewithal, but these fifteen shillings, which if

you rob me of, we must all starve together." " Who's
that sobbing in the other corner?" said the sup-

posed highwayman. " A poor unfortunate woman,"
answered Mrs. Weazel, " upon whom I beg you for

Christ's sake to have compassion." " Are you maid
or wife ?" said he. " Wife, to my sorrow," cried she.
" Who or where is your husband ?" continued he.
" My husband," replied Mrs. Weazel, " is an officer

in the army, and was left sick at the last inn where
we dined." " You must be mistaken, madam," said

he, " for I myself saw him get into the waggon this

afternoon.—But pray what smell is that ? Sure your
lap-dog has befouled himself;—let me catch hold
of the nasty cur, I'll teach him better manners."
Here he laid hold of one of Weazel's legs, and
pulled him out from under his wife's petticoats,

where he had concealed himself. The poor trem-
bling captain, being detected in this inglorious situa-

tion, rubbed his eyes, and affecting to wake out of

sleep, cried, " What's the matter ?—what's the mat-
ter?" "The matter is not much," answered the

horseman, " I only called in to inquire after yop 1*
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health, and so adieu, most noble captain." So saying,

he clapt spurs to his horse, and 'was out of sight in

a moment It was some time hefore Weazel could
recollect himself, but at length re-assuming the big
look, he said, " D—n the fellow ! why did he ride

away, before I had time to ask him how his lord

and lady dor— Don't you remember Tom, my
dear ':" addressing himself to his wife. " Yes," re-

plied she, " I think I do remember something of
the fellow—but you know I seldom converse with
people of his station." " Hey-day." cried Joey, "do
yaw knaw the young mon. coptain r" " Know him,"
said Weazel, " many a time has he filled a glass of
Burgundy for me at my lord Trippet's table." "And
what may his neame be. coptain V said Joey. " His
name :—his name," replied Weazel, " is Tom Rin-
ser." " Waunds !" cried Joey, " a has changed his

own neame then '. for I'se lay a wager he was
christened John Trotter." This observation raised

a laugh against the captain, who seemed very much
disconcerted ; when Isaac broke silence, and said,

" It was no matter who or what he was, since he
has not proved the robber we suspected. And we
ought to bless God for our narrow escape." " Bless

God," said Weazel, "bless the devil! for what?
had he been a highwayman, I should have eat his

blood, body, and guts, before he had robbed me, or
any one in this diligence." " Ha, ha, ha !" cried

Miss Jenny, " I believe you will eat all vou kill in-

deed, captain." The usurer was so well pleased at

the event of this adventure, that he could not refrain

from being severe, and took notice, that Captain
Weazel seemed to be a good Christian, for he had
armed himselfwith patience and resignation, instead

of carnal weapons, and worked out his salvation

with fear and trembling. This piece of satire oc-

casioned a great deal of mirth at Weazel's expense,
who muttered a great many oaths, and threatened
to cut Isaac's throat. The usurer taking hold of
this menace, said, " Gentlemen and ladies, I take
you all to witness, that my life is in danger from
this bloody-minded officer. Ill have him bound
over to the peace." This second sneer procured
another laugh against him, and he remained crest-

fallen during the remaining part of our journey.

CHAPTEE XUI.

Strap and I are terrified by an Apparition—Strap's Conjec-

ture—The Mystery explained by Joey—We arrive at Lon-

don—Our Dress and Appearance described—We are in-

sulted in the Street—An Adventure in an Alehouse—We
are imposed upon by a waggish Fcotman—Set to rights by
a Tobacconist—Take Lodgings—Dive for a Dinner—An

Accident at our Ordinary.

We arrived at our inn. supped, and went to bed

:

but Strap's distemper continuing, he was obliged to

rise in the middle of the night, and taking the can-
dle in his hand, which he had left burning for the
purpose, he went down to the house of office, whence,
in a short time, he returned in a great hurry, with
his hair standing on end, and a look betokening
horror and astonishment ! Without speaking a
word, he set down the light, and jumped into bed
behind me. where he lay and trembled with great
violence. When I asked him what was the mat-
ter ? he replied, with a broken accent, " God have
mercy on us :—I have seen the devil :" Though
my prejudice was not quite so strong as his. I was
not a little alarmed at this exclamation -, and much

more so, when I heard the sound of bells approach-
ing our chamber, and felt my bed-fellow cling close-

to me, uttering these words, " Christ have mercy
upon us !—there he comes !" At that instant, a
monstrous over-grown raven entered our chamber,
with bells at his feet, and made directly towards our
bed. As this creature is reckoned in our country
a common vehicle for the devil and witches to play
their pranks in, I verily believed we were haunted,

and, in a violent fright, shrunk under the bed-
clothes. This terrible apparition leapt upon the

bed, and, after giving us several severe dabs with
its beak through the blankets, hopped away and
vanished. Strap and I recommended ourselves to

the protection of Heaven with great devotion : and,

when we no longer heard the noise, ventured to

peep up and take breath. But we had not been
long freed from this phantom, when another ap-

peared, that had well nigh deprived us both of our
senses. We perceived an old man enter the room,
with a long white beard that reached to his middle

;

there was a certain wild peculiarity in his eyes and
countenance that did not savour of this world ; and
his dress consisted of a brown stuff coat, buttoned
behind and at the wrists, with an odd-fashioned

cap of the same stuff upon his head. I was so

amazed, that I had not power to move my eyes

from such a ghastly object, but lay motionless, and
saw him come straight up to me. When he reached

the bed, he wrung his hands, and cried, with a

voice that did not seem to belong to a human crea-

ture, * Where is Ralph f I made no reply ; upon
which he repeated, in an accent still more preter-

natural, " Where is Ralpho ?" He had no sooner

pronounced these words, than I heard the sound of

the bells at a distance ; which the apparition hav-
ing listened to, tripped away, and left me almost

petrified with fear. It was a good while before I
could recover myself so far as to speak ; and when
at length I turned to Strap, I found him in a fit,

which, however, did not last long. When he came
to himself, I asked his opinion of what had hap-
pened ; and he assured me, that the first must cer-

tainly be the soul of some person damned, which
appeared by the chains about his legs, (for his fears

had magnified the creature to the bigness of a horse,

and the sound of small monice-bells to the clank-

ing of massy chains.) As for the old man, he took
it to be the spirit of somebody murdered long ago
in this place, which had power granted to it to tor-

ment the assassin in the shape of a raven, and that

Ralpho was the name of the said murderer. Al-
though I had not much faith in this interpretation,

I was too much troubled to enjoy any sleep, and
in all my future adventures never passed a night so

ill. In the morning, Strap imparted the whole affair

to Joey, who, after an immoderate fit of laughter,

explained the matter, by telling him the old man
was the landlord's father, who had been an idiot

some years, and diverted himself with a tame raven,

which, it seems, had hopped away from his apart-

ment in the night, and induced him to follow it to

our chamber, where he had inquired after it, under
the name of Ralpho.

Nothing remarkable happened during the remain-
ing part of our journey, which continued six or

seven days longer. At length, we entered the great

city, and lodged all night at the inn where the wag-
gon put up. Xext morning, all the passengers

parted, different ways : while my companion and I

sallied out to inquire for the member of parliament.







RODEEICK RANDOM. 25

to wliom I had a letter of recommendation from

Mr. Crab. As we had discharged our lodging at

the inn, Strap took up our baggage and marched

behind me in the street, with the knapsack on his

back, as usual, so that we made a very whimsical

appearance. I had dressed myself to the greatest

advantage—that is, put on a clean ruffled shirt, and

my best thread stockings. My hair, which was of

the deepest red, hung down upon my shoulders, as

lank and straight as a pound of candles ; and the

skirts of my coat reached to the middle of my leg ;

my waistcoat and breeches were of the same piece,

and cut in the same taste ; and my hat very much
resembled a barber's bason, in the shallowness of

the crown, and narrowness of the brim. Strap

was habited in a much less awkward manner ; but

a short crop-eared wig that very much resembled

Scrub's in the play, and the knapsack on his back,

added to what is called a queer phiz, occasioned by
a long chin, hook nose, and high cheek bones, ren-

dered him on the whole a very fit subject of mirth

and pleasantry. As we walked along, Strap, at my
desire, inquired of a carman, whom we met, where-

abouts Mr. Cringer lived ; and was answered by a

stare, accompanied with the word, " Anan !" Upon
which I came up in order to explain the question,

but had the misfortune to be unintelligible likewise,

the carman damning us for a lousy Scotch guard,

and whipping his horses, with a " Gee ho !" which
nettled me to the quick, and roused the indignation

of Strap so far, that, after the fellow was gone a

good way, he told me he would fight him for a far-

thing. While we were deliberating upon what was
to be done, an hackney coachman driving softly

along, and perceiving us standing by the kennel,

came up close to us, and calling, " A coach, mas-
ter!" by a dexterous management of the reins,

made his horses stumble in the wet, and bedaub us

all over with mud. After which exploit, he drove

on, applauding himself with a hearty laugh, in

which several people joined, to my great mortifica-

tion ; but one, more compassionate than the rest,

seeing us strangers, advised me to go into an ale-

house and dry myself. I thanked him for his ad-

vice, which I immediately complied with ; and going
into the house he pointed out, called for a pot of

beer, and sat down by a fire in the public room,

where we cleaned ourselves as well as we could. In

the mean time, a wag, who sat in a box, smoking
his pipe, understanding by our dialect that we were
from Scotland, came up to me, and, with a grave

countenance, asked how long I had been caught ?

As I did not know the meaning of this question,

I made no answer ; and he went on, saying, it could

not be a great while, for my tail was not yet cut

;

at the same time, taking hold of my hair, and tip-

ping the wink to the rest of the company, who
seemed highly entertained with his wit. I was in-

censed at this usage, but afraid of resenting it, be-

cause I happened to be in a strange place, and per-

ceived the person who spoke to me was a brawny
fellow, for whom I thought myself by no means a

match. However, Strap having either more cou-

rage, or less caution, could not put up with the

insults that I suffered ; but told him, in a peremp-
tory tone, " He was an uncivil fellow for making
so free with his betters." Then the wit, going to-

wards him, asked what he had got in his knap-
sack ? " Is it oatmeal, or brimstone, Sawney ?"

said he, seizing him by the chin, which he shook,

to the inexpressible diversion of all present. My

companion, feeling himself assaulted in such an
opprobrious manner, disengaged himself in a trice,

and lent his antagonist such a box on the ear, as

made him stagger to the other side of the room ;

and, in a moment, a ring was formed for the com-

batants. Seeing Strap beginning to strip, and my
blood being heated with indignation, which banish-

ed all other thoughts, I undressed myself to the

skin in an instant, and declared, that as the affront

that occasioned the quarrel was offered to me, I

would fight it out myself; upon which one or two

cried out, " That's a brave Scotch boy ;
you shall

have fair play, by G—d." This assurance gave

me fresh spirits, and going up to my adversary,

who, by his pale countenance, did not seem much
inclined to the battle, I struck him so hard on the

stomach, that he reeled over the bench, and fell to

the ground. Then I attempted to keep him down,

in order to improve my success, according to the

manner of my own country, but was restrained by

the spectators, one of whom endeavoured to raise

up my opponent, but in vain ; for he protested he

would not fight, for he was not quite recovered of a

late illness. I was very well pleased with this ex-

cuse, and immediately dressed myself, having ac-

quired the good opinion of the company for my
bravery, as well as of my comrade Strap, who shook

me by the hand, and wished me joy of the victory.

After having drank our pot, and dried our clothes,

we inquired of the landlord if he knew Mr. Cringer,

the member of parliament, and were amazed at his

replying in the negative ; for we imagined, he must

be altogether as conspicuous here, as in the borough

he represented ; but he told us we might possibly

hear of him as we passed along. We betook our-

selves, therefore, to the street, where, seeing a foot-

man standing at a door, we made up to him, and

asked if he knew where our patron lived ? This

member of the party-colourod fraternity, surveying

us both very minutely, said he knew Mr. Cringer

very well, and bade us turn down the first street on

our left, then turn to the right, and then to the left

again, after which perambulation we would observe

a lane, through which we must pass, and at the

other end we should find an alley that leads to an-

other street, where we should see the sign of the

Thistle and Three Pedlars, and there he lodged.

We thanked him for his information, and went for-

wards, Strap telling me, that he knew this person

to be an honest friendly man, by his countenance,

before he opened his mouth ; in which opinion I

acquiesced, ascribing his good manners to the com-
pany he daily saw in the house where he served.

We followed his directions punctually, in turning

to the left and to the right, and to the left again ;

but, instead of seeing a lane before us, found our-

selves at the side of the river, a circumstance that

perplexed us not a little ; and my fellow-traveller

ventured to pronounce, that we had certainly missed

our way. By this time we were pretty much fa-

tigued with our walk, and not knowing how to

proceed, I went into a small snuff shop hard by,

encouraged by the sign of the Highlander, where I

found, to my inexpressible satisfaction, the shop-

keeper was my countryman. He was no sooner

informed of our peregrination, and the directions

we had received from the footman, than he informed

us, we had been imposed upon, telling us, Mr.
Cringer lived in the other end of the town ; and
that it would be to no purpose for us to go thither

to-day, for by that time he was gone to the House.
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I then asked if he could recommend us to a lodg-

ing. He readily gave us a line to one of his ac-

quaintance, who kept a chandler's shop not far from
St. Martin's-lane ; there « hired a bed-room, up
two pair of stairs, at the rate of 2*. per week, so

very small, that, when the bed was let down, we
were obliged to carry out every other piece of fur-

niture that belonged to the apartment, and use the

bedstead by way of chairs. About dinner-time,

our landlord asked us how we proposed to live ? to

which interrogation we answered, that we would be

directed by him. " Well, then," says he, " there

are two ways of eating in this town, for people of

your condition—the one more creditable and ex-

pensive than the other ; the first is, to dine at an

eating-house, frequented by well-dressed people

only ; and the other is called diving, practised by
those who are either obliged or inclined to live

frugally." I gave him to understand, that, pro-

vided the last was not infamous, it would suit much
better with our circumstances than the other. " In-

famous," cried he, " God forbid ! there are many-

creditable people, rich people, ay, and fine people,

that dive every day. I have seen many a pretty

gentleman, with a laced waistcoat, dine in that man-
ner very comfortably for three-pence halfpenny,

and go afterwards to the coffee-house, where he
made a figure with the best lord in the land ; but

your own eyes shall bear witness— I will go along
with you to-day, and introduce you." He accord-

ingly conducted us to a certain lane, where stop-

ping, he bade us observe him, and do as he did :

and, walking a few paces, dived into a cellar, and
disappeared in an instant. I followed his example,
and descending very successfully, found myself in

the middle of a cook's shop, almost suffocated with
the steams of boiled beef, and surrounded by a com-
pany of hackney coachmen, chairmen, draymen,
and a few footmen out of place, or on board wages,
who sat eating shin of beef, tripe, cowheel, or sau-

sages, at separate boards, covered with cloths which
turned my stomach. 'While I stood in amaze, un-
determined whether to sit down or walk upwards
again, Strap, in his descent, missing one of the steps,

tumbled headlong into this infernal ordinary, and
overturned the cook, as she carried a porringer of

soup to one of the guests. In her fall, she dashed
the Whole mess against the legs of a drummer, be-

longiflg.to the foot-guards, who happened to be in

her way,' 'and scalded him so miserably, that he
started up, and p danced up and down, uttering a
volley of execrations, that made my hair stand on
end. While he entertained the company in this

manner, with an eloquence peculiar to himself, the

cook got up, and, after a hearty curse on the poor
author of this mischance, who lay under the table,

scratching his rump with a woful countenance,
emptied a saltcellar in her hand, and strippingdown
the patient's stocking, which brought the skin along
with it, applied the contents to the sore. This poul-
tice was scarce laid on, when the drummer, who
had begun to abate of his exclamation, broke forth

into such a hideous yell, as made the whole com-
pany tremble

; then, seizing a pewter pint pot that

stood by him, squeezed the sides of it together, as

if it had been made of pliant leather, grinding his

teeth at the same time with a most horrible grin.

Guessing the cause of this violent transport, I bade
the woman wash off the salt, and bathe the part
w ith oil, which she did, and procured him imme-
diate ease. But here another difficulty occurred,

which was no other than the landlady's insisting on
his paying for the pot he had rendered useless. He
swore he would pay for nothing but what he had
eaten, and bade her be thankful for his moderation,

or else he would prosecute her for damages. Strap,

foreseeing the whole affair would lie at his door,

promised to satisfy the cook, and called for a dram
of gin to treat the drummer, which entirely ap-

peased him, and composed all animosities. After

this accommodation, our landlord and we sat down
at a board, and dined upon shin of beef most deli-

ciously ; our reckoning amounting to two-pence
halfpenny each, bread and small beer included.

CHAPTER XIV.

TVe visit Strap's Friend—A Description of him—His Advice

—

"We go to Mr. dinger's House—Are denied Admittance

—

An Accident befals Strap—His Behaviour thereupon—An
extraordinary Adventure occurs, in the course of which

I lose all my Money.

In the afternoon my companion proposed to call at

his friend's house, which, we were informed, was in

the neighbourhood ; whither we accordingly went,

and were so lucky as to find him at home. This gen-

tleman, who had come from Scotland three or four

years before, kept a school in town, where he taught

the Latin, French, and Italian languages; but what
he chiefly professed was the pronunciation of the

English tongue, after a method more speedy and un-

common than any practised heretofore ; and, indeed,

if his scholars spoke like their master, the latter part

of his undertaking was certainly performed to a

tittle
;
for, although I could easily understand every

word of what I had heard hitherto since I entered

England, three parts in four of his dialect were as

unintelligible to me as if he had spoke in Arabic or

Irish. He was a middle-sized man, and stooped

very much, though not above the age of forty ; his

face frightfully pitted with the small-pox, and his

mouth extended from ear to ear. He was dressed

in a night-gown of plaid, fastened about his middle

with a Serjeant's old sash, and a tie periwig, with a

fore-top three inches high, in the fashion of King
Charles the Second's reign. After he had received

Strap (who was related to him) very courteously,

he inquired of him who I was, and, being informed,

took me by the hand, telling me he was at school

with my father. When he understood my situation,

he assured me that he would do me all the service

in his power, both by his advice and otherwise

;

and, while he spoke these words, eyed me with great

attention, walking round me several times, and
muttering, " O Ch—st ! O Ch—st ! fat a saight is

here ?" I soon guessed the reason of his ejacula-

tion, and said, " I suppose, sir, you are not pleased

with my dress ?" " Dress," answered he, " you

may caal it fat you please in your country, but I

vaw to Gad, 'tis a masquerade here. No Christian

will admit such a figure into his hawse. Upon my
conscience ! I wonder the dogs did not hunt you.

Did you pass through St. James's market ? God
bless my eye-saight ! you look like a cousin-german

of 6uran Outang."—I began to be a little serious

at this discourse, and asked him if he thought I

should obtain entrance to-morrow at the house of

Mr. Cringer, on whom I chiefly depended for an

introduction into business. " Mr. Cringer, Mr.

Cringer," replied he, scratching bis cheek, " may
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be a very honest gentleman—I know nothing to the

contrary ; but is your sole dependence upon him ?

Who recommended you to him ?" I pulled out

Mr. Crab's letter, and told him the foundation of

my hopes ; at which he stared at me, and repeated,

" Ch—st !" I began to conceive bad omens from

this behaviour of his, and begged he would assist

me with his advice, which he promised to give me
frankly ; and, as a specimen, directed us to a peri-

wig warehouse in the neighbourhood, in order to

be accommodated ;
laying strong injunctions on me

not to appear before Mr. Cringer till I had parted

with these carroty locks, which he said were suffi-

cient to beget an antipathy against me in all man-
kind. And, as we were going to pursue this

advice, he called me back, and bade me be sure to

deliver my letter into Mr. Cringer's own hand. As
we walked along Strap triumphed greatly in our

reception with his friend, who, it seems, had assured

him he would, in a day or two, provide for him with

some good master ; and " Now," says he, " you shall

see how I shall fit you with a wig. There's ne'er

a barber in London, and that's a bold word, can

palm a rotten caul, or a pennyweight of dead hair

upon me." And, indeed, this zealous adherent did

wrangle so long with the merchant that he was de-

sired twenty times to leave the shop, and see if he

could get one cheaper elsewhere. At length I

made choice of a good handsome bob, for which I

paid ten shillings, and returned to our lodging,

where Strap in a moment rid me of that hair which
had given the schoolmaster so much offence.

We got up next day betimes, having been in-

formed that Mr. Cringer gave audience by candle-

light to all his dependants, he himself being obliged

to attend the levee of my Lord Terrier at break of

day ; because his lordship made one at the mini-

ster's between eight and nine o'clock. When we
came to Mr. Cringer's door, Strap, to give me an
instance of his politeness, ran to the knocker,

which he employed so loud and so long that he
alarmed the whole street ; and a window opening
in the second story of the next house, a chamber-
pot was discharged upon him so successfully that

the poor barber was wet to the skin, while I, being

luckily at some distance, escaped the unsavoury
deluge. In the mean time a footman opening the

door, and seeing nobody in the street but us, asked
with a stern countenance if it was I who made such

a d—ned noise, and what I wanted ? I told him I

had business with his master, whom I desired to

see. Upon which he clapped the door in my face,

telling me I must learn better manners before I

could have access to his master. Vexed at this

disappointment, I turned my resentment against

Strap, whom I sharply reprimanded for his pre-

sumption ; but he, not in the least regarding what
I said, wrung the urine out of his periwig, and,

lifting up a large stone, flung it with such force

against the street door of that house from whence
he had been bedewed, that the lock giving way, it

flew wide open, and he took to his heels, leaving

me to follow him as I coidd. Indeed there was no
time for deliberation ; I therefore pursued him with
all the speed I could exert, until we found ourselves

about the dawn in a street we did not know.
Here, as we wandered along gaping about, a very
decent sort of a man passing by me, stopped of a
sudden, and took up something, which having ex-

amined, he turned and presented it to me with these

words: "Sir, you have dropped half-a-crown." I was

not a little surprised at this instance of honest)-,

and told him it did not belong to me ; but he hade

me recollect, and see if all my money was safe :

upon which I pulled out my purse (for I had bought

one since I came to town), and reckoning my money
in my hand, which was now reduced to five guineas

seven shillings and twopence, assured him I had
lost nothing. " Well, then," says he, " so much the

better—this is a godsend ;
and, as you two were

present when I picked it up, you are entitled to

equal shares with me." I was astonished at these

words, and looked upon this person to be a prodigy

of integrity, but absolutely refused to take any

part of the sum. " Come, gentlemen," said he,

" you are too modest—I see you are strangers ; but

you shall give me leave to treat you with a whet
this cold raw morning." I would have declined

this invitation, but Strap whispered to me that the

gentleman would be affronted, and I complied.
" Where shall we go ?" said the stranger, " I am
quite ignorant of this part of the town." I informed

him that we were in the same situation : upon
which he proposed to go into the first public-house

we should find open ; and, as we walked together,

he began in this manner :
" I find by your tongues

you are from Scotland, gentlemen. My grand-

mother by the father's side was of your country ;

and I am so prepossessed in its favour that I never

meet a Scotchman but my heart warms. The Scots

are a very brave people. There is scarce a great

family in the kingdom that cannot boast of some
exploits performed by its ancestors many hundred

years ago. There's your Douglasses, Gordons,

Campbells, Hamiltons. We have no such ancient

families here in England. Then you are all very

well educated. I have known a pedlar talk in

Greek and Hebrew, as well as if they had been his

mother tongue. And, for honesty, I once had a

servant, his name was Gregory Macgregor: I would

have trusted him with untold gold."—This eulogium

on my native country gained my affection so

strongly that I believe I could have gone to death

to serve the author ; and Strap's eyes swam in

tears. At length, as we passed through a dark

narrow lane, we perceived a public-house, which

we entered, and found a man sitting by the fire

smoking a pipe, with a pint of purl before him.

Our new acquaintance asked us if ever we had
drank egg-flip ? To which question we answering

in the negative, he assured us of a regale, and
ordered a quart to be prepared, calling for pipes

and tobacco at the same time. We found this com-
position very palatable, and drank heartily ; the

conversation, which was introduced by the gentle-

man, turning upon the snares that young unex-
perienced people are exposed to in this metropolis.

He described a thousand cheats that are daily

practised upon the ignorant and unwary ; and
warned us of them with so much good nature and
concern, that we blessed the opportunity which
threw us in his way. After we had put the can

about for some time, our new friend began to yawn,
telling us he had been up all night with a sick per-

son ; and proposed we should have recourse to some
diversion to keep him awake. " Suppose," said he,

" we should take a hand at whist for pastime. But
let me see, that won't do, there's only three of us ;

and I cannot play at any other game. The truth

is, I seldom or never play, but out of complaisance,

or at such a time as this, when I am in danger of

falling asleep." Although I was not much inclined
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*o gaming, I felt no aversion to pass an hour or

two at cards with a friend ; and knowing that Strap

understood as much of the matter as I, made no

scruple of saying, " I wish we could find a fourth

hand." While we were in this perplexity, the per-

son whom we found in the house at our entrance

overhearing our discourse, took the pipe from his

mouth very gravely, and accosted us thus :
" Gen-

tlemen, my pipe is out, you see (shaking the ashes

into the fire), and rather than you should be baulked,

I don't care if I take a hand with you for a trifle
;

but remember I won't play for any thing of conse-

quence." "We accepted this proffer with pleasure.

Having cut for partners, it fell to my lot to play

with him against our friend and Strap, for three-

pence a game. We were so successful, that, in a

short time, I was half-a-crown gainer ; when the

gentleman whom we had met in the street observ-

ing he had no luck to-day, proposed to leave off, or

change partners. By this time I was inflamed with

my good fortune and the expectation of improving

it," as I perceived the two strangers played but in-

differently. Therefore, I voted for giving him his

revenge ; and, cutting again, Strap and I, to our

mutual satisfaction, happened to be partners. My
good fortune attended me still ; and in less than an

hour we had got thirty shillings of their money ;

for, as they lost, they grew the keener, and doubled

stakes every time. At last the inconstant goddess

began to veer about ; and we were very soon

stripped of all our gains, and about forty shillings

of our own money. This loss mortified me ex-

tremely, and had a visible effect on the muscles of

Strap's face, which lengthened apace ; but our an-

tagonists perceiving our condition, kindly permitted

us to retrieve our loss, and console ourselves with

a new acquisition. Then my companion wisely

suggested it was time to be gone ;
upon which the

person who had joined us in the house began to

curse the cards, and muttered that we were indebted

to fortune only for what we had got, no part of our

success being owing to our good play. This in-

sinuation nettled me so much, that I challenged

him to a game of piquet for a crown ; and he was

with difficulty persuaded to accept the invitation.

Tins contest ended in less than an hour, to my in-

expressible affliction, who lost every shilling of my
own money, Strap absolutely refusing to supply- me
with a sixpence. The gentleman, at whose request

we had come in, perceiving, by my disconsolate

looks, the situation of my heart, which well nigh

bursted with grief and resentment, when the other

stranger got up and went away with my money,
began in this manner :

" I am truly afflicted at

your bad luck, and would willingly repair it, was it

in my power. But what in the name of goodness

could provoke you to tempt your fate so long ? It

is always a maxim with gamesters to pursue suc-

cess as far as it will go, and to stop whenever for-

tune shifts about. You are a young man, and your
passions too impetuous

;
you must learn to govern

them better. However, there is no experience like

that which is bought ; you will be the better for

this the longest day you have to live. As for the

fellow who has got your money, I don't half like

him. Did not you observe me tip you the wink to

leave off in time ?" I answered, " No." " No,"
continued he, " you was too eager to mind any thing

but the game. But harkee," said he, in a whisper,
" are you satisfied of that young man's honesty ?

his looks are a little suspicious ; but I may be mis-

taken ; he made a great many grimaces while he

stood behind you ; this is a very wicked town." I

told him I was very well convinced of my comrade's

integrity, and that the grimaces he mentioned were
doubtless owing to his anxiety at my loss. " Oho!
if that be the case, I ask his pardon. Landlord,

see what's to pay."—The reckoning amounted to

eighteen-pence, which having discharged, the gen-

tleman shook us both by the hand, and, saying he

should be very glad to see us again, departed.

CHAPTER XV.
Strap moralizes—Presents his Purse to me—We inform our

Landlord of my Misfortune—He unravels the Mystery

—

I present myself to Cringer—He recommends and turns me
over to Mr. Staytape—I become acquainted with a Fellow

Dependant, who explains the Characters of Cringer and

Staytape—And informs me of the Method to be pursued at

the Navy Office and Surgeons' Hall—Strap is employed.

In out way to our lodging, after a profound silence

on both sides, Strap, with a hideous groan, observed, -

that we had brought our pigs to a fine market. To
this observation I made no reply ; and he went on,

" God send us well out of this place ; we have not

been in London eight and forty hours, and I believe

we have met with eight and forty thousand misfor-

tunes.—We have been jeered, reproached, buffeted,

pissed upon, and at last stripped of our money ;

and I suppose by and by we shall be stripped of our

skins.—Indeed, as to the money part of it, that was

owing to our own folly ; Solomon says, Bray a foul

in a mortar, and he will never be wise. Ah ! God
help us, an ounce of prudence is worth a pound of

gold." This was no time for him to tamper with my
disposition, already mad with my loss, and inflamed

with resentment against him for having refused me
a little money to attempt to retrieve it. I therefore

turned towards him with a stern countenance, and

asked, who he called fool ? Being altogether un-

accustomed to such looks from me, he stood still,

and stared in my face for some time ; then, with

some confusion, uttered, " Fool ! I called nobody

fool but myself ; I am sure I am the greatest fool

of the two", for being so much concerned at other

people's misfortunes : but nemo omnibus horis sapit—
that's all—that's all." Upon which a silence ensued,

that brought us to our lodging, where I threw my-
self upon the bed in an agony of despair, resolved

to perish rather than apply to my companion, or

any other body, for relief; but Strap, who knew my
temper, and whose heart bled within him at my
distress, after some pause came to the bedside, and,

putting a leathern purse into my hand, burst into

tears, crying, " I know what you think ; but I scorn

your thoughts. There's all I have in the world ;

take it, and I'll perhaps get more for you before that

be done. If not, I'll beg for you, steal for you, go

through the wide world with you, and starve with

you ; for though I be a poor cobbler's son, I am no

scout." I was so touched with the generous passion

of this poor creature, that I could not refrain from

weeping also ; and we mingled our tears together

for some time. Upon examining the purse, I found

in it two half guineas and half-a-crown, which I

would have returned to him, saying, he knew better

than I how to manage it ; but he absolutely refused

my proposal, and told me, it was more reasonable

and decent that he should depend upon me who was

a gentleman, than that I should becontrolled by him.
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After this friendly contest was over, and our
minds more at ease, we informed our landlord of
what had happened to us, taking care to conceal the
extremity to which we were reduced. He no sooner
heard the story, than he assured us we had been
grievously imposed upon by a couple of sharpers,

who were associates ; and that this polite, honest,

friendly, humane person, who had treated us so
civilly, was no other than a rascally money-
dropper, who made it his business to decoy strangers
in that manner to one of his own haunts, where
an accomplice or two were always waiting to assist

in pillaging the prey he had run down. Here
the good man recounted a great many stories of
people who had been seduced, cheated, pilfered,

beat, nay even murdered by such villains. I was
confounded at the artifice and wickedness of man-
kind

; and .Strap, lifting up his eyes and hands to

heaven, prayed that God would deliver him from
such scenes of iniquity ; for surely the devil had set

up his throne in London. Our landlord being
curious to know what reception we had met with at

Mr. Cringer's, we acquainted him with the parti-

culars ; at which he shook his head, and told us, we
had not gone the right way to work ; that there was
nothing to be done with a member of parliament
without a bribe ; that the servant was commonly
infected with the master's disease, and expected to

be paid for his work, as well as his betters. He
therefore advised me to give the footman a shilling

the next time I should desire admittance to my
patron, or else I should scarce find an opportunity
to deliver my letter. Accordingly, next morning,
when the door was opened, I slipped a shilling into

his hand, and told him I had a letter for his master.
I found the good effects of my liberality ; for the
fellow let me in immediately, and taking the letter

out of my hand, desired me to wait in a kind of
passage for an answer. In this place I continued
standing for three quarters of an hour, during
which time I saw a great many young fellows,
whom I formerly knew in Scotland, pass and
repass, with an air of familiarity, in their way to and
from the audience chamber ; while I was fain to
stand shivering in the cold, and turn my back to
them, that they might not perceive the lowness of
my condition. At length Mr. Cringer came out to

see a young gentleman to the door, who was no
other than Squire Gawky, dressed in a very gay
suit of clothes. At parting, Mr. Cringer shook him
by the hand, and told him he hoped to have the
pleasure of his company at dinner; then turning
about towards me, asked what were my commands?
When he understood I was the person who had
brought the letter from Mr. Crab, he affected to

recollect my name, which, however, he pretended
he could not do, till he had consulted the letter

again ; to save him that trouble, I told him my name
was Random. Upon which he went on, " Ay, ay,

Random, Random, Random—I think I remember
the name;" and very well he might, for this very
individual Mr. Cringer had many a time rode before
my grandfather's cloakbag in quality of a footman.
" Well," says he, " you propose to go on board a
man of war, as surgeon's mate." I replied by a
low bow. " I believe it will be a difficult matter,"
continued he, " to procure a warrant, there being
already such a swarm of Scotch surgeons at the
Navy Office, in expectation of the next vacancy,
that the commissioners are afraid of being torn to

nieces, and have actually applied for a guard to

protect them. However, some ships will soon be
put in commission, and then we shall see what's to

be done." So saying, he left me exceedingly mor-
tified at the different reception Mr. Gawky and I
had met with from this upstart, proud, mean
member, who, I imagined, would have been glad
of an opportunity to be grateful for the obligations

he owed to my family.

At my return, I was surprised with the agreeable
news of Strap's being employed, on the recommenda-
tion of his friend the schoolmaster, by a periwig-
maker in the neighbourhood, who allowed him
five shillings per week, besides bed and board. I
continued to dance attendance every other morning
at the levee of Mr. Cringer, during a fortnight, in

which time I became acquainted with a)'oung fellow

of my own country and profession, who also de-
pended on the member's interest ; but was treated

with much more respect than I, both by the servants
and master, and often admitted into a parlour, where
there was a fire, for the convenience of the better

sort of those who waited for him. Thither I was
never permitted to penetrate, on account of my
appearance, which was not at all fashionable : but
was obliged to stand blowing my fingers in a cold

lobby, and take the first opportunity of Mr. Cringer's
going to the door to speak with him. One day,
while I enjoyed this occasion, a person was intro-

duced, whom Mr. Cringer no sooner saw, than,

running towards him, he saluted him with a bow to

the very ground, and afterwards shaking him by the
hand with great heartiness and familiarity, called

him his good friend, and asked very kindly after

Mrs. Staytape, and the young ladies ; then, after a
whisper which continued some minutes, wherein I
overheard the word honour repeated several times
with great emphasis, Mr. Cringer introduced me to

this gentleman, as to a person whose advice and
assistance I might depend upon, and having given
me his direction, followed me to the door, where he
told me, I need not give myself the trouble to call

at his house any more, for Mr. Staytape would do
my business. At that instant my fellow dependant
coming out after me, overheard the discourse of
Mr. Cringer, and making up to me in the street,

accosted me very civilly. This address I looked
upon as no small honour, considering the figure he
made ; for he was dressed in a blue frock with a
gold button, a green silk waistcoat trimmed with
gold, black velvet breeches, white silk stockings,
silver buckles, a gold-laced hat, a Spencer wig,
and a silver-hilted hanger, with a fine clouded cane
in his hand. " I perceive," says he, " you are but
lately come from Scotland ; pray what may your
business with Mr. Cringer be ? I suppose it is no
secret—and I may possibly give you some advice
that may be serviceable ; for I have been surgeon's
second mate on board of a seventy-gun ship, and
consequently know a good deal of the world." I
made no scruple to disclose my situation, which
when he had learned, he shook his head, and told
me he had been pretty much in the same circum-
stances about a year ago ; that he had relied on
Cringer's promises, until his money (which was
considerable), as well as his credit, was quite ex-
hausted ; and when he wrote to his relations for a
fresh supply, instead of money, he received nothing
but reproaches, and the epithets of "idle," "de-
bauched fellow :" that, after he had waited at the
Navy Office many months for a warrant, to no
purpose, he was fain to pawn some of his clothes.
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which raised a small sum, wherewith he bribed the

secretary, who soon procured a warrant for him,

notwithstanding he had affirmed the same day, that

there was not one vacancy : that he had gone on

board, where he remained nine months; at the end

of which the ship was put out of commission ;
and

he said the company were to be paid off in Broad-

street the very next day : that his relations, being

reconciled to him, had charged him to pay his

devoirs regularlv to Mr. Cringer, who had in-

formed them by letter that his interest alone had

procured the warrant ; in obedience to which com-

mand, he came to his levee every morning as I

saw, though he looked upon him to be a very pitiful

scoundrel. In conclusion, he asked me if I had

yet passed at Surgeons' Hall ? To which question

I answered, I did not so much as know it was

necessary. "Necessary!" cried he, " 0 Lord, O
Lord! I find I must instruct you—come along

with me, and I'll give you some information about

that matter." So saying, he carried me into an

alehouse, where he called for some beer, and bread

and cheese, on which we breakfasted. While we

sat in this place, he told me I must first go to the

Navy Office, and write to the board, desiring them

to order a letter for me to the Surgeons' Hall, that

I might be examined touching my skill in surgery

:

that the surgeons, after having examined me,

would give me my qualification sealed up in form

of a letter directed to the commissioners, which

qualification I must deliver to the secretary of the

board, who would open it in my presence, and read

the contents. After which I must employ my
interest to be provided for as soon as possible. That

the expense of this qualification, for second mate

of a third rate, amounted to thirteen shillings,

exclusive of the warrant, which cost him half a

guinea and half a crown, besides the present to the

secretary, which consisted of a three-pound-twelve

piece. This calculation was like a thunderbolt to

me, whose whole fortune did not amount to twelve

shillings. I accordingly made him acquainted with

this part of my distress, after having thanked him

for his information and advice. He condoled me

on this occasion j but bade me be of good cheer,

for he had conceived a friendship for me, and

would make all things easy. He was run out at

present, but to-morrow or next day he was certain

of receiving a considerable sum, of which he would

lend me what would be sufficient to answer my
exigencies. This frank declaration pleased me so

much, that I pulled out my purse, and emptied it

before him, begging him to take what he pleased

for pocket expense, until he should receive his

own money. With a good deal of pressing he was

prevailed upon to take five shillings, telling me
that he might have what money he wanted at any

time for the trouble of going into the city, but as

he had met with me, he would defer his going

thither till to-morrow, when I should go along with

him, and he would put me in a way of acting for

myself, without any servile dependence on that

rascal Cringer, much less on the lousy tailor to

whom I heard him turn you over. " How," cried

I; "is Mr. Staytape a tailor?" "No less, I'll

assure you," answered he ;
" and, I confess, more

likely to serve you than the member; for, provided

you can entertain him with politics and conundrums,

vou may have credit with him for as many and

as rich clothes as you please. I told him, I was

utterly ignoraut of both, and so incensed at Cringer's

usage, that I would never set foot within his door

again. After a good deal more conversation, my
new acquaintance and I parted, having made an

appointment to meet the next day at the same

place, in order to set out for the city. I went

immediately to Strap, and related every thing

which had happened ; but he did not at all approve

of my being so forward to lend money to a stranger,

especially as we had already been so much imposed

upon by appearances. " However," said he, " if you

are sure he is a Scotchman, I believe you are safe."

CHAPTER XVI.

My new Acquaintance breaks an Appointment—I proceed

by myself to the Navy Office—Address myself to a Person

there, who assists me with his Advice—Write to the Board

They grant me a Letter to the Surgeons at the Hall

—

Am informed of the Beau's Name and Character—Find

him—He makes me his Confident in an Amour—Desires

me to pawn my Linen, for his Occasions— I recover what

1 lent him—Some curious Observations of Strap on that

Occasion—His Vanity.

In the morning I rose and went to the place of ren-

dezvous, where I waited two hours in vain ; and was

so exasperated against him for breaking his ap-

pointment, that I set out for the city by myself, in

hopes of finding the villain, and being revenged on

him for his breacn of promise. At length I found

myself at the Navy Office, which I entered, and saw

crowds of young fellows walking below, many of

whom made no better appearance than myself. I

consulted the physiognomy of each, and at last

made up to one whose countenance I liked ; and

asked if he could instruct me in the form of the

letter which was to be sent to the board, to obtain

an order for examination. He answered me in

broad Scotch, that he would show me the copy of

what he had writ for himself, by the direction of

anotherwho knew the form; and accordingly pulled

it out of his pocket for my perusal ; and told me
that, if I was expeditious, I might send it in to the

board before dinner, for they did no business in the

afternoon. He then went with me to a coffeehouse

hard by, where I wrote the letter, which was im-

mediately delivered to the messenger ; who told me
I might expect an order to-morrow about the same

time. Having transacted this piece of business,

my mind was a good deal composed ; and as I met

with so much civility from this stranger, I desired

further acquaintance with him, fully resolved, how-

ever, not to be deceived by him so much to my
prejudice as I had been by the beau. He agreed

to dine with me at the cook's shop which I fre-

quented ; and on our way thither, carried me to

Change, where I was in some hopes of finding

Mr. Jackson (for that was the name of the person

who had broke his appointment). I sought him

there to no purpose, and on our way towards the

other end of the town, imparted to my companion

his behaviour towards me. Upon which, he gave

me to understand, that he was no stranger to the

name of Beau Jackson (so he was called at the

Navy Office), although he did not know him per-

sonally ; that he had the character of a goodnatured

careless fellow, who made no scruple of borrowing

from any body that would lend ; that most people

who knew him believed he had a good principle at

bottom ; but his extravagance was such, he would

probably never have it in his power to manifest the
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honesty of his intention. This account made me
sweat for my five shillings, which I nevertheless did
not altogether despair of recovering, provided I

could find out the debtor. This young man like-

wise added another circumstance of squire Jack-
son's history, which was, that being destitute of all

means to equip himself for sea, when he received
his last warrant, he had been recommended to a
person who lent him a little money, after he had
signed a will and power, entitling that person to lift

his wages when they should become due, as also to

inherit his effects in case of his death. That he was
still under the tutorage and direction of that gentle-

man, who advanced him small sums from time to

time upon his security at the rate of 50 per cent.

But at present his credit was very low, because his

funds would do little more than pay what he had
already received, this moderate interest included.
After the stranger (whose name was Thomson) had
entertained me with this account of Jackson, he
informed me that he himself had passed for third
mate of a third rate, about four months ago

; since
which time, he had constantly attended at the Navy
Office in hope of a warrant, having been assured
from the beginning, both by a Scotch member and
one of the commissioners to whom the member
recommended him, that he should be put into the
first vacancy ; notwithstanding which promise, he
had the mortification to see six or seven appointed
to the same station almost every week : that now,
being utterly impoverished, his sole hope consisted
in the promise of a friend lately come to town, to
lend him a small matter, for a present to the secre-
tary, without which he was persuaded he might
wait a thousand years to no purpose. I conceived
a mighty liking for this young fellow, which, I be-
lieve, proceeded from the similitude of our fortunes.
We spent the whole day together

; and, as he lived
at Wappiug, I desired him to take a share of my
bed. Next day we returned to the Navy Office,
where, after being called before the board, and
questioned about the place of my nativity and edu-
cation, they ordered a letter to be made out for me,
which, upon paying half a crown to the clerk, I
received, and delivered into the hands of the clerk
at Surgeons' Hall, together with a shilling for his
trouble in registering my name. By this time my
whole stock was diminished to two shillings, and I
saw not the least prospect of relief, even for present
subsistence, much less to enable me to pay the fees
at Surgeons' hall for my examination, which would
come on in a fortnight. In this state of perplexity,
I consulted Strap, who assured me, he would pawn
every thing he had in the world, even to his razors, be-
fore I should want. But this expedient I absolutely
rejected, telling him, I would a thousand times rather
list for a soldier, of which I had some thoughts, than
be any longer a burden to him. At the word soldier,
he grew pale as death, and begged, on his knees, I
would think no more of that scheme. " God pre-
serve us all in our right wits !" cried he, " would
you turn soldier, and perhaps be sent abroad against
the Spaniards, where you must stand and be shot
at like a woodcock ?—Heaven keep cold lead out of
my carcass ! and let me die in a bed like a Chris-
tian, as all my forefathers have done. What signifies
all the riches and honours of this life, if one enjoys
not content ? And, in the next, there is no respect
of persons. Better be a poor honest barber with a
good conscience, and time to repent ofmy sins upon
my death-bed, than be cut off (God bless us) by a

musket shot, as it were in the very flower of one's
age, in the pursuit of riches and fame. What sig-
nify riches, my dear friend ? do not they make
unto themselves wings ? as the wise man saith

;

and does not Horace observe, Non domus et fun-
dus, non ceris acervus et auri, 2Egroto domini deduxit
corpore febres, Non animo curas? I could moreover
mention many other sayings in contempt of riches,

both from the Bible and other good books ; but, as
I know you are not very fond of those things, I shall

only assure you that, if you take on to be a soldier,

I will do the same ; and then if we should both be
slain, you will not only have your own blood to

answer for, but mine also ; and peradventure the
lives of all those whom we shall kill in battle.

Therefore, I pray you, consider whether you will

sit down contented with small things, and share the
fruits of my industry in peace, till Providence shall

send better tidings
;
or, by your despair, plunge

both our souls and bodies into everlasting perdition,

which God of his infinite mercy forbid." I could
not help smiling at this harangue, which was de-
livered with great earnestness, the tears standing
in his eyes all the time ; and promised to do nothing
of that sort without his consent and concurrence.
He was much comforted with this declaration ; and
told me in a few days he should receive a week's
wages, which should be at my service ; but advised
me, in the mean time, to go in quest of Jackson,
and recover, if possible, what he had borrowed of
me. I accordingly trudged about from one end of
the town to the other for several days, without being
able to learn any thing certain concerning him :

and, one day, being extremely hungry, and allured

by the steams that regaled my nostrils from a boil-

ing cellar, I went down with an intention to gratify
my appetite with two-pennyworth of beef; when,
to my no small surprise, I found Mr. Jackson sitting

at dinner with a footman. He no sooner perceived
me than he got up and shook me by the hand, say-
ing, he was glad to see me, for he intended to

have called at my lodgings in the afternoon. I

was so well pleased with this rencontre, and the
apologies he made for not keeping his appointment,
that I forgot my resentment, and sat down to dinner,

with the happy expectation of not only recovering
my own money before we should part, but also of
reaping the benefit of his promise to lend me where-
withal to pass examination ; and this hope my
sanguine complexion suggested, though the account
Thomson gave me of him ought to have moderated
my expectation. When we had feasted sumptuously,
he took his leave of the footman, and adjourned with
me to an alehouse hard by, where, after shaking
me by the hand again, he began thus :

" I suppose
you think me a sad dog, Mr. Random, and I do
confess that appearances are against me. But I dare
say you will forgive me, when I tell you, my not
coming at the time appointed was owing to a per-
emptory message I received from a certain lady,
whom, hat-kee, (but this is a great secret,) I am to
marry very soon. You think this strange, perhaps,
but it is not less true for all that—a five thousand
pounder, I'll assure you, besides expectations. For
my own part, devil take me if I know what any
woman can see engaging about me—but a whim,
you know

; and then one would not baulk one's
good fortune. You saw that footman who dined
with us—he's one of the honestest fellows that ever
wore a livery. You must know, it was by his means
I was introduced to her, for he made me first
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acquainted with her -woman, who is his mistress ;
ay,

many a crown has he and his sweetheart had of my
money ; but what of that? things are now brought

to a bearing. I have—come a little this way—

I

have proposed marriage, and the day is fixed ;
she's

a charming creature ; writes like an angel. O Lord

!

she can repeat all the English tragedies as well as

e'er a player in Drury Lane ! and indeed is so fond

of plays, that, to be near the stage, she has taken

lodgings in a court hard by the theatre. But you

shall see—you shall see—here's the last letter she

sent me."—With these words, he put into my hand,

and I read, to the best of my remembrance, as

follows

« dEEr Kreeter,—As you are the aniraable hopjack of

my contemplavshins, your aydear is infernally skimming be-

fore my keymerycal fansee, when Murfy sends his puppies to

the heys of slipping mortals; and when Febus shines from

his merrydying throne. Whereupon. I shall eanseeif old

whorie time has lost his pinners, as also Cupid his harrows,

until thou enjoy sweet propose in the loafseek harms ot thy

faithfool to commend, " Clayrender.

" Wingar-yeard, Droory-lane,

January 12th."

While I was reading, he seemed to be in an

ecstacy, rubbing his hands, and bursting out into fits

of laughter ; at last he caught hold of my hand, and.

squeezing it, cried, " There is style for you '. what

do you think of this billet doux ?" I answered, " It

might be sublime for ought I knew, for it was alto-

gether above mv comprehension."— "Oho!" said

he, " I believe it is both tender and sublime—she's

a divine creature !—and so doats upon me '.
Let me

see, what shall I do with this money, when I have

once got it into mv hands ? In the first place, I shall

do for you—I'm a man of few words ;
but, say no

more, that's determined—whether would you advise

me to purchase some post, by which I may rise in

the state ; or lay out my wife's fortune in land, and

retire to the country at once ?"—I gave my opinion

without hesitation, that he could not do better than

buy an estate and improve ;
especially since he had

already seen so much of the world. Then I launched

out into the praises of a country life, as described

by the poets whose works I had read. He seemed

to relish my advice, but withal told me, that, al-

though he had seen a great deal of the world, both

by land and sea, having cruised three whole months

in the channel, yet he should not be satisfied until

he had visited France, which he proposed to do

before he should settle ; and to carry his wife along

with him. I had nothing to object to his proposal

;

and asked how soon he hoped to be happy ? " As

to that," he replied, " nothing obstructs my happi-

ness, but the want of a little ready cash ;
for you

must know, mv friend in the city has gone out of

town for a week or two ; and I unfortunately missed

my pay at Broad-street, by being detained too long

by the dear charmer ; but there will be a recal at

Chatham next week, whither the ship's books are

sent, and I have commissioned a friend in that place

to receive the money." " K that be all," said I,

" there's no great harm in deferring your marriage

a few days."—" Yes, faith ! but there is," said he,

you don't know how many rivals 1 have, who w ould

take all advantages against me. I would not baulk

the impatience of her passion for the world ;
the

least appearance of coldness and indifference would

ruin all : and such offers don't occur every day."

I acquiesced in this observation, and inquired how

he intended to proceed : at this question, he rubbed

his chin, and said, " Why, truly, I must be obliged

to some friend or other—do you know of nobody

that would lend me a small sum for a day or two ?"—

I assured him, I was such an utter stranger in

London, that I did not believe I could borrow a

guinea if my life depended upon it. " No !" said he,

" that's hard—that's hard. I wish I had any thing to

pawn ;
upon my soul you have got excellent linen,

(feeling the sleeve of my shirt) ; how many shirts

of that kind have you got?"—I answered, "Six

ruffled and six plain ;"—at which he testified great

surprise, and swore that no gentleman ought to have

more than four. " How many d'ye think 1 have got,"

continued he ? " But this and another, as I hope

to be saved ! I dare say we shall be able to raise a

good sum out of your superfluity—let me see—let

me see—each of these shirts is worth sixteen shil-

lings at a moderate computation ; now suppose we

pawn them for half price, eight times eight is sixty-

four, that's three pounds four ; zounds ! that will do;

give me your hand."—" Softly, softly, Mr. Jackson,"

said I,
" don't dispose of my linen without my con-

sent ; first pay me the crown you owe me, and then

we shall talk of other matters." He protested he

had not above one shilling in his pocket, but that

he would pay me out of the first of the money raised

from the shirts. This piece of assurance incensed

me so much, that I swore I would not part with

him until I had received satisfaction for what I

had lent him ;
and, as for the shirts, I would not

pawn one of them to save him from the gallows.

At this expression, he laughed aloud, and then

complained it was d—n'd hard, that I should re-

fuse him a trifle that w ould infallibly enable him

not only to make his own fortune, but mine also.

"You talk of pawning my shirts," said I, "sup-

pose you should sell this hanger, Mr. Jackson?^ I

believe it would fetch a good round sum."—"H
hang it," said he, "I can't appear decently with-

out my hanger, or egad it should go." However,

seeing me inflexible with regard to my lmen, he

at length unbuckled his hanger, and, showing me

the sign of the three blue balls, desired me to

carry it thither and pawn it for two guineas.

This office I would by no means have performed,

had I seen any likelihood of having my money

otherwise; but not willing, out of a piece of false

delicacy, to neglect the only opportunity I should

perhaps ever have, I ventured into a pawnbroker's

shop where I demanded two guineas on the pledge,

in the name of Thomas Williams. " Two guineas

!

said the pawnbroker, looking at the hanger; "this

piece of goods has been here several times before

for thirty shillings ; however, since I believe the

gentleman to whom it belongs will redeem it, he

shall have what he wants ;" and accordingly, he

paid me the money, which I carried to the house

where I had left Jackson, and, calling for change,

counted out to him seven and thirty shillings, re-

serving the other five for myself. After looking at

the money some time, he said, " D—n it
!

it don t

signify-—this won't do my business ; so you may

as we'll take half a guinea, or a whole one, as the

five shillings you have kept." I thanked him kindly

;

but I refused to accept of any more than was my
due, because I had no prospect of repaying it. Upon

which declaration, he stared in my face, and told

me I was excessively raw. or I would not talk in

that manner. " Blood," cried he, " I have a very

had opinion of a young fellow who won't borrow of

his friend when he is in want ; 'tis the sign ot a

sneaking spirit. Come, come, Kandom, give me back
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the five shillings, and take this half guinea, and if
ever you are able to pay me, I believe you will ; if
not, d—n me if ever I ask it." When I reflected
on my present necessity, I suffered myself to be
persuaded

; and, after making my acknowledge-
ments to Mr. Jackson, who offered to treat me with
a play, I returned to my lodgings with a much
better opinion of this gentleman than I had in the
morning

;
and at night imparted my day's adven

tares to Strap, who rejoiced at the good luck, say
ing, " I told you, if he was a Scotchman, you was
safe enough; and who knows but this marriage may
make us all ? You have heard, I suppose, as how a
countryman of ours, a journeyman baker, ran away
with a great lady of this town, and now keeps his
coach. Ecod ! I say nothing ; but yesterday morn-
ing, as I was a shaving a gentleman at his own house,
there was a young lady in the room—a fine buxom
wench, i'faith ! and she threw so many sheep's eyes
at a certain person whom I shall not name, that my
heart went knock, knock, knock, like a fulling
mill, and my hand sh sh shook so much that
I sliced a piece of skin off the gentleman's nose.
Whereby he swore a deadly oath, and was goino- to
horsewhip me, when she prevented him, and mademy peace. Omen hand malum! Is not a journey-
man barber as good as a journeyman baker ? The
only difference is, the baker uses flour for the belly
and the barber uses it for the head. And as the
head is a more noble member than the belly, so is
a barber more noble than a baker ; for what's the
belly without the head ? Besides, I am told he could
neither read nor write ; now you know I can do
both, and, moreover, speak Latin. But I will say
no more, for I despise vanity

; nothing is more vain
than vanity." With these words he" pulled out of
his pocket a wax candle's end, which he applied to
his lorehead; and, upon examination, I found he
had combed his own hair over the toupee of his
wig, and was indeed in his whole dress become a
very smart shaver. I congratulated him on his
prospect with a satirical smile, which he understood
very well

;
and, shaking his head, observed I had

very little faith, but the truth would come to b>ht
in spite of my incredulity.

CHAPTER XVn.
I go to Surgeons' Hal], where I meet with Mr. Jackson—Am
examined—A fierce Dispute arises between two of the Ex-
aminers—Jackson disguises himself to attract Respect-
Is detected—In hazard of being sent to Bridewell—He
treats us at a Tavern—Carries us to a Night House—

A

troublesome Adventure there—We are committed to the
Round House—Carried before a Justice—His Behaviour.

With the assistance of this faithful adherent, who
gave me almost all the money he earned, I pre-
served my half guinea entire till the day ofexamina-
tion, when I went with a quaking heart to Surgeons'
Hall, m order to undergo that ceremony. Anion o-

a crowd of young fellows who walked in the out-
ward hall, I perceived Mr. Jackson, to whom I
immediately went up, and inquiring into the state
ol his amour, understood it was still undetermined
by reason of his friend's absence, and the delay of
the recal at Chatham, which put it out of his
power to bring it to a conclusion. I then asked
what his business was in this place ? he replied
he was resolved to have two strings to his bow'
that m case the one failed he might use the other'
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and, with this view, he was to pass that night
for a higher qualification. At that instant a young
fellow came out from the place of examination
with a pale countenance, his lip quivering, and
his looks as wild as if he had seen a ghost. He
no sooner appeared, than we all flocked about him
with the utmost eagerness to know what reception
he had met with

; which, after some pause, he de-
scribed, recoimting all the questions the)' had asked,
with the answers he made. In this manner, we'
obliged no less than twelve to recapitulate, which,
now the danger was past, they did with pleasure,
before it fell to my lot : at length the beadle called
my name, with a voice that made me tremble as
much as if it had been the sound of the last trum-
pet : however, there was no remedy : I was con
ducted into a large hall, where I saw about a dozen
of grim faces sitting at a long table ; one of whom
bade me come forward, in such an imperious tone
that I was actually for a minute or two bereft of my
senses. The first question he put to me was,
" Where was you born ?" To which I answered,
" In Scotland."—" In Scotland," said he ; " I know
that very well

; we have scarce any other country-
men to examine here ; you Scotchmen have over-
spread us of late as the locusts did Egypt : I ask
you in what part of Scotland was you born ?" I
named the place of my nativity, which he had
never before heard of: he then proceeded to in
terrogate me about my age, the town where 1
served my time, with the term of my apprentice-
ship

;
and when I informed him that I served three

years only, he fell into a violent passion
; swore it

was a shame and a scandal to send such raw boys
into the world as surgeons ; that it was a great
presumption in me, and an affront upon the English,
to pretend to sufficient skill in my business, having
served so short a time, when every apprentice in
England was bound seven years at least; that
my friends would have done better if they had
made me a weaver or shoemaker, but their pride
would have me a gentleman, he supposed, at any
rate, and their poverty could not afford the neces-
sary education. This exordium did not at all con-
tribute to the recovery of my spirits, but, on the
contrary, reduced me to such a situation that I was
scarce able to stand ; which being perceived by a
plump gentlemen who sat opposite to me, with a
skull before him, he said, Mr. Snarler was too se-
vere upon the young man

;
and, turning towards

me, told me, I need not to be afraid, for nobody
would do me any harm ; then bidding me take time
to recollect myself, he examined me touchino- the
operation of the trepan, and was very well satisfied
with my answers. The next person who questioned
me was a wag, who began by asking if I had ever
seen amputation performed ; and I replying in the
ainrmative, he shook his head, and said, " What

'

upon a dead subject, I suppose ?" " If," continued
he, during an engagement at sea, a man should
be brought to you with his head shot off, how
would you behave ?" After some hesitation Iowned such a case had never come under my ob-
servation, neither did I remember to have seen any
method of cure proposed for such an accident in
any of the systems of surgery I had perused.
\\ hether it was owing to the simplicity of my
answer, or the archness of the question, I know
not but every member at the board deigned to
smile except Mr. Snarler, who seemed to have
very little ol the animal risibile in his constitution

D



f

THE ADVENTURES OF
34

The facetious member, encouraged by the success

of his last joke, went on thus: " Suppose you was

called to a patient of a plethoric habit, who had

been bruised by a fall, what would you do ? ' I an-

swered, I would bleed him immediately. " "\\ hat,

said he, "before you had tied up his arm?" But

this stroke of wit not answering his expectation,

he desired me to advance to the gentleman who sat

next him; and who, with a pert air, asked what

method of cure I would follow in wounds of the

intestines. I repeated the method of cure as it is

prescribed by the best chirurgical wnters ;
which

he heard to an end, and then said, with a supercilious

smile, " So you think by such treatment the patient

mio-ht recover ?"—I told him I saw nothing to make

me think otherwise. " That may be," resumed he,

"I won't answer for your foresight; but did you

ever know a case of this kind succeed ;" I answered

I did not ; and was about to tell him I had never

seen a wounded intestine ; but he stopped me, by

saving, with some precipitation, "Nor never will.

I affirm, that all wounds of the intestines, whether

great or small, are mortal."—" Pardon me, brother,

says the fat gentleman, " there is very good au-

thority "—Here he was interrupted by the other,

with "Sir, excuse me, I despise all authority.

jVullius in verba. I stand upon my own bottom. '—

"But sir, sir," replied his antagonist, "the reason

of the thing shows"—"A fig for reason," cried this

sufficient member, "I laugh at reason, give me

ocular demonstration." The corpulent gentleman

beo-an to wax warm, and observed, that no man ac-

quainted with the anatomy of the parts would ad-

vance such an extravagant assertion. This mueudo

enraged the other so much, that he started up, and

in a furious tone, exclaimed, "What, sir! do you

question my knowledge in anatomy?" By this

time, all the examiners had espoused the opinion of

one or other of the disputants, and raised their

voices all together, when the chairman commanded

silence, and'ordered me to withdraw. In less than

a quarter of an hour I was called in again, received

my qualification sealed up, and was ordered to pay

five shillings. I laid down my half-guinea upon

the table, and stood some time, until one of them

bade me begone; to this, I replied, I will, when I

have got my change ;
upon which another threw

me five shillings and sixpence, saying, I should not

- be a true Scotchman if I went away without my

change. I was afterwards obliged to give three

shillings and sixpence to the beadles, and a shilling

to an old woman who swept the hall. This dis-

bursement sunk my finances to thirteenpence halt-

pennv. with which Iwas sneaking off, when Jackson

perceiving it, came up to me, and begged I would

tarry for him, and he would accompany me to the

other end of the town, as soon as his examination

should be over. I could not refuse this to a person

that was so much my friend ; but I was astonished

at the change of his dress, which was varied in

half an hour from what I have already described,

to a verv grotesque fashion. His head was covered

with an'old smoked tie wig that did not boast one

crooked hair, and a slouched hat over it, which

would have very well become a chimney-sweeper

or a dustman ; his neck was adorned with a.black

crape, the ends of which he had twisted, and fixed

in the button-hole of a shabby great coat that

wrapped up his whole body ; his white silk stockings

were converted into black worsted hose ;
and his

countenance was rendered venerable by wrinkles,

and abeard of his own painting. When I expressed

mv surprise at this metamorphosis, he laughea,

and toldf me, it was done by the advice and assist-

ance of a friend who lived over the way, and would

certainly produce something very much to his ad-

vantage : for it gave him the appearance of age,

which never fails of attracting respect. I applauded

his sagacity, and waited with impatience lor the

effects of "it. At length he was called m, but

whether the oddness of his appearance excited a

curiosity more than usual in the board or his be-

haviom was not suitable to bis figure, I know no ;

he was discovered to be an impostor, and put into

the hands of the beadle, in order to be sent to

Bridewell So that instead of seeing him come out

with a cheerful countenance, and a surgeonis qua-

lification in bis hand, I perceived him led through

the outward hall as a prisoner, and was very much

alarmed and anxious to know the occasion ;
when

he called with a lamentable voice and piteous as- .

pect to me, and some others who knew him, J: or

God's sake, gentlemen, bear witness that I am the

same individual John Jackson who served as sur-

geon's second mate on board the Elizabeth, or else

I shall go to Bridewell." It would have been im-

possible for the most austere hermit that ever lived

to have refrained from laughing at his appearance

and address; we therefore indulged ourselves a

good while at his expense, and afterwards pleaded his

causeso effectually with the beadle,who was gratified

with half a crown, that the prisoner was dismissed,

and in a few moments, resumed his former gaiety ;

swearing, since the board had refused his money he

would spend it every shilling before he went to bed

in treating his friends ; at the same time inviting us

all to favour him with our company. It was now

ten o'clock at night, and as I had a great way o

walkthrough streets that were utterly unknown to

me I was prevailed upon to be of their party, in

hopes he would afterwards accompany me to my

lodgings, according to his promise. He conduc ed

us to his friend's house, who kept a tavern over the

way, where we continued drinking punch, until the

liquor mounted up to our heads, and made us a 1

extremely frolicsome : I in particular was so much

elevated, that nothing would serve me but a wench

at which demand Jackson expressed much joy, and

assured me I should have my desire before we

narted. Accordingly, when we had paid the reck-

oning, we sallied out, roaring and singing
;
and

were conducted by our leader to a place of noc-

turnal entertainment, where I immediately attached

myself to a fair one, with whom I proposed to

spend the remaining part of the night ;
but she not

reli-hin- my appearance, refused to grant my re-

nuest before I should have made her an acknow-

ledgment ; which not suiting with my circumstances,

we^broke off our correspondence, to my no small

mortification and resentment, because I thought the

mercenary creature had not done justice to my

merit In the mean time, Mr. Jackson s dress had

attracted the inclinations and assiduities of two or

three nymphs, who loaded him with caresses, ra

return for the arrack punch with which he treated

them ; till at length notwithstanding the sprightly

sallies of those charmers, sleep began to exert his

nower over us all; and our conductor called, ' lo

pay " When the bill was brought, which amounted

to twelve shillings, he put his hand in his pocket, but

mi^ht have saved himself the trouble, for his purse

was gone. This accident disconcerted hini a great
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deal at first

; but, after some recollection, he seized
the two dulcineas who sat by him, one in each hand,
and swore, if they did not immediately restore Ms
money, he would charge a constable with them. The
good lady at the bar, seeing what passed, whispered
something to the drawer, who went out ; and then,
with great composure, asked what was the matter?
Jackson told her he was robbed, and swore, if she
refused him satisfaction, he would have her and her
whores committed to Bridewell. " Robbed," cried
she, " robbed in my house ! Gentlemen and ladies, I
take you all to witness, this person has scandalized
my reputation." At that instant seeing the eon-
stable and watch enter, she proceeded, " What

!

you must not only endeavour by your false asper-
sions to ruin my character, but even commit an as-
sault upon my family ! Mr. Constable, I charge
you with this uncivil person, who has been guilty
of a riot here

; I shall take care and bring an action
against him for defamation." While I was reflect-
ing on this melancholy event, which had made me
quite sober, the lady whose favours I had solicted,
being piqued at some repartee that passed between
us, cried, " They are all concerned ; and desired the
constable to take us all into custody ; an arrest
which was performed instantly, to the utter as-
tonishment and despair of us all, except Jackson,
who having been often in such scrapes, was very
little concerned, and charged the constable in his
turn with the landlady and her whole bevy : upon
which we were carried all together prisoners to
the Round-house

; where Jackson, after a word of
comfort to us, informed the constable of his being
robbed, to which he said he would- swear next
morning before the justice. " Ay, ay," says the
bawd, " we shall see whose oath will most signify."
In a little time, the constable calling Jackson into
another room, spoke to him thus : " I perceive that
you and your company are strangers, and am very
sorry for your being involved in such an ugly
business. I have known this woman a great while

;

she has kept a notorious house in the neighbourhood
tins many years, and, although often complained of
as a nuisance, still escapes, through her interest
with the justices, to whom she, and all of her em-
ployment, pay contribution quarterly for protection.
As she charged me with you first, her complaint
will have the preference; and she can procure
evidence to swear whatever she shall please to de-
sire of them. So that unless you can make it up
before morning, you and your companions may
think yourselves happily quit for a month's hard
labour in Bridewell. Nay, if she should swear a rob-
bery or assault against you, you will be committed
to Newgate, and tried next sessions at the Old
Bailey for your life." This last piece of informa-
tion had such an effect upon Jackson, that he agreed
to make it up, provided Iris money might be restored.
The constable told him, that, instead of retrieving
what he had lost, he was pretty certain it would costmm some more before they would come to any com-
position. But. however, he had compassion on him,
and would, it ne pleased, sound them about a mutual
release. Ine unfortunate beau thanked him for
his friendship, and returning to us, acquainted us
wtih the substance of this dialogue

; while the con-
stable, desiring to speak in private with our adver-
sary, carried her into the next room, and pleaded
our cause so effectually, that she condescended to
make him umpire: he accordingly proposed an
arbitration, to which we gave our assent; and he
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fined each party in three shillings, to be laid out
in a bowl of punch, wherein we drowned all ani-
mosities, to the inexpressible joy of my two late
acquaintances and me, who had been in the state of
the damned ever since Jackson mentioned Bride-
well and Newgate. By the time we had finished
our bowl, to which, by the by, I had contributed
my last shilling, it was morning ; and I proposed to
move homeward, when the constable gave me to
understand, he could discharge no prisoners, but by
order of the justice, before whom we must appear.
This renewed my chagrin ; and I cursed the hour
in which I had yielded to Jackson's invitation.
About nine o'clock we were escorted to the house
of a certain justice, not many miles distant from
Covent Garden ; who no sooner saw the constable
enter with a train of prisoners at his heels, than he
saluted him as follows :

" So, Mr. Constable, you
are a diligent man—What den of rogues have
you been scouring?" Then looking at us, who
appeared very much dejected, he continued, " Ay,
ay, thieves, I see—old offenders—0 your humble
servant, Mrs. Harridan ! I suppose these fellows
have been taken robbing your house—yes, yes,
here's an old acquaintance of mine—you have used
expedition," said he to me, "in returning from trans-
portation

; but we shall save you the trouble for
the future—the surgeons will fetch you from your
next transportation at their expense." I assured
his worship he was mistaken in me, for he had
never seen me in his life before. To this declara-
tion he replied, " How ! you impudent rascal, dare
you say so to my face ? Ho you think I am to be
imposed upon by that northern accent which you
have assumed? but it shan't avail you—you shall
find me too far north for you. Here, clerk, write
this fellow's mittimus. His name is Patrick Ga-
hagan." Here Mr. Jackson interposed, and told
him I was a Scotchman lately come to town, de-
scended of a good family, and that my name was
Random. The justice looked upon this assertion
as an outrage upon his memory, on which he valued
himself much ; and strutting up to Jackson, with a
fierce countenance, put his hands in his sides, and
said, " Who are you, Sir ? Do you give me the
lie ? Take notice, gentlemen, here's a fellow who
affronts me upon the bench ; but I'll lay you fast,
sirrah, I will ; for notwithstanding your laced
jacket, I believe you are a notorious felon." My
friend was so much abashed at this menace, which
was thundered out with great vociferation, that he
changed colour, and remained speechless. This con-
fusion his worship took for a symptom of guilt, and
to complete his discovery, continued his threats

—

" Now, I am convinced you are a thief— your face
discovers it—you tremble all over—your conscience
won't lie still—you'll be hanged, sirrah," raising his
voice, " you'll be hanged ; and happy had it been
for the world, as well as your own miserable sou],
if you had been detected and cut off in the be-
ginning of your career. Come hither, clerk, and
take this man's confession." I was in an agony of
consternation, when the constable, going into ano-
ther room with his worship, acquainted him with the
truth of the story ; which having learned, he re-
turned with a smiling countenance, and addressing
himself to us all, said it was always his way to
terrify young people, when they came before him,
tnat his threats might make a strong impression on
their minds, and deter them from engaging in
scenes cf riot and debauchery, which commonly

D 2
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ended before the judge. Thus having cloaked his

own want of discernment under the disguise of

paternal care, we were dismissed, and I found my-

self as much lightened as if a mountain had been

lifted off my breast.

THE ADVENTURES OF

CHAPTER XVHI.

I carry my Qualification to the Navy Office—The Nature of

it_The Behaviour of the Secretary—Strap's Concern for

my Absence—A Battle between him and a Blacksmith—

The troublesome Consequence of it—His Harangue to

me_His Friend the Schoolmaster recommends me to a

French Apothecary, who entertains me as a Journeyman.

I wocxd willingly have gone home to sleep, but

was told by my"companions, that we must deliver

our letters of qualification at the Navy Office before

one o'clock ;
accordingly we went thither, and gave

them to the secretary, who opened and read them

;

and I was mightily pleased to find myself qualified

for second mate of a third rate. When he had stuck

them altogether on a file, one of our company asked

if there were anv vacancies ? to which interrogation

he answered, No. Then I ventured to inquire if

any ships were to be put in commission soon ? At

which question he surveyed me with a look of in-

effable contempt, and, pushing us out of his office,

locked the door, without deigning us another word.

We went down stairs, and conferred together on

our expectations, when I understood that each of

them had been recommended to one or other of

the commissioners, and each of them promised the

first vacancy that should fall ; but, that none of

them relied solely upon that interest, without a

present to the secretary, with whom some of the

commissioners went snacks. For which reason each

of them had provided a small purse ; and I was

asked what I proposed to give ? This was a vexa-

tious question to me, who, far from being in a ca-

pacity to gratify a ravenous secretary, had not

wherewithal to purchase a dinner. I therefore

answered, I had not yet determined what to give

;

and sneaked off towards my own lodgings, cursing

my fate all the way, and inveighing with much

bitterness againt the" barbarity of my grandfather,

and the sordid avarice of my relations, who left me
a prey to contempt and indigence. Full of these dis-

agreeable reflections, I arrived at the house where

^lodged, and relieved my landlord from great

anxiety on my account ; for this honest man believed

I had met with some dismal accident, and that he

should never see me again. Strap, who had come

to visit me in the morning, understanding I had

been abroad all night, was almost distracted, and,

after having obtained leave of his master, had gone

in quest of me, though he was even more ignorant

of the town than L Not being willing to inform

my landlord of my adventure, I told him I had met

with an acquaintance at Surgeons Hall, with whom
I spent the evening and night, but being very much
infested by bugs, I had not slept much, and there-

fore intended to take a little repose ; so saying, I

went to bed, and desired to be awakened, if Strap

should happen to come while I should be asleep.

I was accordingly roused by my friend himself,

who entered my chamber about three o'clock in the

afternoon ; and presented a figure to my eyes, that

I could scarce believe real. In short, this affec-

tionate shaver, setting out towards Surgeons Hall,

had inquired for me there to no purpose; from

thence he found his way to the Navy Office, where

he could hear no tidings of me, because I was un-

known to every body then present ; he afterwards

went upon Change, in hopes of seeing me upon the

Scotch walk, but without success. At last, being

almost in despair of finding me, he resolved to ask

every body he met in the street, if perchance any

one could give him information about me ;
and ac-

tually put his resolution in practice, in spite of the

scoffs, curses, and reproaches, with which he was

answered; until a blacksmith's 'prentice, seeing him

stop a porter with a burden on his back, and hearing

his question, for which he received a hearty curse,

called to him, and asked if the person he inquired

after was not a Scotchman? Strap replied with great

eagerness, " Yes, and had on a brown coat with long

skirts." " The same," said the blacksmith,
||

I saw

him pass by an hour ago." " Did you so ?" cried

Strap, rubbing his hands, " Odd ! I am very glad 01

that—which wav went he?" " Towards Tyburn m
a cart," said he, " if you make good speed, you may

get thither time enough to see him hanged." This

piece of wit incensed my friend to such a degree,

that he called the blacksmith scoundrel, and pro-

tested he would fight him for half a farthing. "No,

no," said the other, stripping, " I'll have none of your

money—vou Scotchmen seldom carry any about

with you—but I'll fight you for love." There was

a rino- immediately formed by the mob ; and Strap

finding he could not get off honourably without

fighting, at the same time burning with resentment

against his adversary, quitted his clothes to the care

of the multitude, and the battle began with great

violence on the side of Strap, who in a few minutes

exhausted his breath and spirits on his patient an-

tagonist, who sustained the assault with great cool-

ness, till, finding the barber quite spent, he returned

the blows he had lent him with such interest, that

Strap, after having received three falls on the hard

stones, gave out, and allowed the blacksmith to be

the better man. The victory being thus decided,

it was proposed to adjourn to a cellar hard by, and

drink friends. But when my friend began to gather

up his clothes, he perceived that some honest person

or other had made free with his shirt, neckcloth,

hat, and wig, which were carried off ; and probably

his coat and waistcoat would have met with the

same fate, had they been worth stealing. It was m
vain for him to make a noise, which only yielded

mirth to the spectators ; he was fain to get off m
this manner, which he accomplished with much

difficulty, and appeared before me all besmeared

with blood and dirt. Notwithstanding this misfor-

tune such was his transport at finding me safe and

sound, that he had almost stifled and stunk me to

death with his embraces. After he had cleaned him-

self, and put on one of my shirts, and a woollen

nightcap, I recounted to him the particulars of my
night's campaign, which filled him with admiration,

ana made him repeat with great energy an observa-

tion which was often in his mouth, namely, " that

surely London is the devil's drawing room." As

neither of us had dined, he desired me to get up

;

and the milkwoman coming round at that instant,

he went down stairs, and brought up a quart, with

a penny brick, on which we made a comfortable

meal. He then shared his money with me, which

amounted to eighteen-pence, and left me, with an

intention to borrow an old wig and hat of his friend

the schoolmaster.
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He was no sooner gone, than I began to consider
my situation with great uneasiness, and revolved
all the schemes my imagination could suggest, in
order to choose and pursue some one that might
procure me bread ; for it is impossible to express
the pangs I felt, when I reflected on the miserable
dependence in which I lived at the expense of a poor
barber's boy. My pride took the alarm, and having
no hopes of succeeding at the Navy Office, I came
to a resolution of enlisting in the foot guards next
day, be the event what it would. This extravagant
design, by flattering my disposition, gave great satis-

faction
; and I was charging the enemy at the head

of my own regiment, when Strap's return inter-
rupted my reverie. The schoolmaster had made
him a present of the tie wig which he wore when
I was introduced to him, together with an old hat,
whose brims would have overshadowed a Colossus.
Though Strap had ventured to wear them in the
dusk, he did not choose to entertain the mob by day;
therefore went to work immediately, and reduced
them both to a moderate size. While he was em-
ployed in this office, he addressed me thus :

" To be
sure, Mr. Random, you are born a gentleman, and
have a great deal of learning—and indeed look like
a gentleman

;
for, as to person, you may hold up

your head with the best of them. On the other
hand, I am a poor but honest cobler's son—my
mother was as industrious a woman as ever broke
bread, till such time as she took to drinking, which
you very well know—but every body has failings

—

humanum est errare. Now, for myself, I am a poor
journeyman barber, tolerably well made, and under-
stand some Latin, and have a smattering of Greek
—but what of that ? perhaps I might also say that
I know a little of the world—but that is to no pur-
pose—though you be gentle and I simple, it does
not follow but that I who am simple may do a good
office to you who are gentle. Now this is the case—my kinsman the schoolmaster—perhaps you did
not know how nearly he is related to me—I'll satisfy
you in that presently—his mother and my grand-
mother's sister's nephew— no, that's not it—my
grandfather's brother's daughter—rabbit it ! I have

- forgot the degree, but this I know, he and I are
cousins seven times removed." My impatience to
know the good office he had done me got the better
of my temper, and interrupted him at this place,
with, "D—n your relation and pedigree! if the
schoolmaster or you can be of any advantage to me,
why don't you tell me without all this preamble ?"

When I pronounced these words with some vehe-
mence, Strap looked at me for some time withagrave
countenance, and then went on :

" Surely my pedi-
gree is not to be d—n'd, because it is not so noble
as yours. I am very sorry to see such an alteration
in your temper of late—you was always fiery, but
now you are grown as crabbed as old Perriwinkle
the drunken tinker, on whom you and I, God for-
give us, played so many unlucky tricks, while we
were at school. But I will no longer detain you in
suspense, because, doubtless, nothing is more uneasy
than doubt

—

dubio, procul dubio, nil dubius. My
friend, or relation, or which you will, or both, the
schoolmaster, being informed of the regard I have
for you—for, you may be sure, I did not fail to let
him know your good qualities—by the bv, be has
undertaken to teach you the pronunciation of the
English tongue, without which, he says, you will be
unfit for business in this country. I say my relation
has spoke in your behalf to a French apothecary

who wants a journeyman
; and, on his recom-

mendation, you may have fifteen pounds per year,
bed and board, whenever you please." I was toe
much interested in this piece of news to entertain
it with indifference

;
but, jumping up, insisted on

Strap's immediately accompanying me to the house
of his friend, that I might not lose this opportunity
through the least delay or neglect on my part. We
were informed that the schoolmaster was in com-
pany at a public-house in the neighbourhood, whi-
ther we repaired, and found him drinking with the
very individual apothecary in question. When he
was called to the door at our desire, and observed
my impatience, he broke out into his usual term of
admiration: "0 Ch—st ! I suppose, when you heard
of this offer, you did not take leisure enough to
come down stairs, but leapt out of the window ; did
you overturn no porter nor oyster-woman in your
way ! It is a mercy of God you did not knock your
brains out against some post in your career. O my
conscience

! I believe, had I been in the inmost re
cesses of my habitation,— the very penetralia,--*
even in bed with my wife

; your eagerness would
have surmounted holts, bars, decency, and every
thing. The den of Cacus or Sanctum Sanctorum
could not have hid me from you. But come along,
the gentleman of whom I spoke is in the house, I
will present you to him forthwith." When I entered
the room, I perceived four or five people smoking,
one of whom the schoolmaster accosted thus : " Mr.
Lavement, here's the young man of whom I spoke
to you." The apothecary, who was a little old
withered man, with a forehead about an inch high,
a nose turned up at the end, large cheek bones that
helped to form a pit for his little grey eyes, a great
bag of loose skin hanging down on each side in
wrinkles like the alforjas of a baboon ; and a mouth
so accustomed to that contraction which produces
grinning, that he could not pronounce a syllable
without discovering the remains of his teeth, which
consisted of four yellow fangs, not improperly, by
anatomists, called canine. This person, I say, after
having eyed me some time, said, " Oho, 'tis very
well, Mons. Concordance ;—young man, you are
ver welcome, take one coup of bierre—and come to
mine house to marrow morning : Mons. Concordance
vil show you de way." Upon this I made my bow,
and as I went out of the room, could hear him say,
Ma foil c'est un beau gargon, c'est un galliard.
As I had, by my own application, while I served
Crab, acquired the French tongue well enough to
read authors written in that language, and under-
stand any thing that occurred in conversation, I
determined to pretend ignorance to my new master,
that he and his family, whom I supposed to be of
the same country, not being on the reserve before
me, might possibly discover something in discourse,
which would either yield me amusement or advan-
tage. Next morning Mr. Concordance carried me
to the apothecary's house, where the bargain was
made, and orders given to provide an apartment for
me immediately. But, before I entered upon busi-
ness, the schoolmaster recommended me to his tailor,
who gave me credit for a suit of clothes to be paid
out of the first moiety of my wages, and they were
begun upon that very day ; he afterwards accommo-
dated me with a new hat, on the same terms ; so
that, in a few days, I hoped to make a very fashion-
able appearance. In the mean time, Strap conveyed
my baggage to the place allotted for me, which was
a back room up two pair of stairs, furnished with
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a pallet for me to lie upon, a chair without a back,

an earthen chamberpot without a handle, a bottle

by way of candlestick, and a triangular piece of

glass instead of a mirror, the rest of its ornaments

having been lately removed to one of the garrets,

for the convenience of the servant of an Irish cap-

tain, who lodged in the first floor.

CHAPTER XIX.

The Characters of Mr. Lavement, his Wife, and Daughter—

Some Anecdotes of the Family—The Mother and Daughter

rivals—I am guilty of a Mistake that gives me present

Satisfaction, but is attended with troublesome conse-

quences.

Xext day. while I was at work in the shop, a

bouncing damsel, well dressed, came in, on pretence

of finding a phial for some use or other ; and taking

an opportunity, when she thought I did not mind

her, of observing me narrowly, went away with a

silent look of disdain. I easily guessed her senti-

ments, and my pride took the resolution of enter-

taining the same indifference and neglect towards

her. At dinner, the maids, with whom I dined in the

kitchen, gave me to understand that this was my
masters only daughter, who would have a very

handsome fortune, on account of which, and her

beautv, a great many young gentlemen made their

addresses to her ; that she had been twice on the

brink of marriage, but disappointed by the stinginess

of her father, who refused to part with a shil l ing to

promote the match; for which reason the young

lady did not behave to her father with all the filial

veneration that might be expected. In particular,

she harboured the most perfect hatred for his coun-

trymen, in which disposition she resembled her

mother, who was an English woman ; and, by the

hints they dropped, I learned the grey mare was the

better horse ; that she was a matron of a high spirit,

which was often manifested at the expense of her

dependents ; that she loved diversions, and looked

upon miss as her rival in all parties : which, indeed,

was the true cause of all her disappointments, for,

had the mother been hearty in her interest, the fa-

ther would not have ventured to refuse her demands.

Over and above this intelligence, L of myself, soon

made more discoveries. Mr. Lavements significant

grins at his wife, while she looked another way,

convinced me that he was not at all content with

his lot ; and his behaviour in presence of the cap-

tain, made me believe his chief torment was jea-

lousy. As for my own part, I was considered in

no other light than that of a menial servant, and

had been already six days in the house without

being honoured with one word from either mother

or daughter, the latter (as I understood from the

maids) having, at table, one day expressed some

surprise that her papa should entertain such an

awkward mean-looking journeyman. I was nettled

at this piece of information, and next Sunday, (it

being my turn to take my diversion.) dressed my-
self in my new clothes, to the greatest advantage,

and, vanity apart, made no contemptible figure.

After having spent most part of the day in com-

pany with Strap, and some of his acquaintance, I

came home in the afternoon, and was let in by miss,

who. not knowing me, dropped a low curtesy as I

advanced, which I returned with a profound bow,

and shut the door. By the time I had turned about,

she had perceived her mistake, and changed colour,

but did not withdraw. The passage being narrow,

I could not get away without jostling her ; so I was

forced to remain where I was, with my eyes fixed

on the ground, and my face glowing with blusnes.

At length her vanity coming to her assistance, she

went away tittering, and I could hear her pronounce

the word" " Creature." From this day forward,

she came into the shop fifty times every day, upon

various pretences, and put in practice so many ridi-

culous airs, that I could easily perceive her opinion

of me was changed, and that she did not think me
altogether an unworthy conquest. But my heart

was so steeled against her charms by pride and re-

sentment, which"were two chief ingredients in my
disposition, that I remained insensible to all her

arts ; and, notwithstanding some advances she made,

could not be prevailed upon to yield her the least I

attention. This neglect soon banished all the fa-

vourable impressions she felt for me, and the rage

of a slighted woman took place in her heart ; this

she manifested not only in all the suggestions her

malice could invent tomy prejudice with her father,

but also in procuring for me such servile employ-

ments as she hoped would sufficiently humble my
spirit. One day, in particular, she ordered me to

brush mv masters coat, but I refusing, a smart dia-

logue ensued, which ended in her bursting into tears

of rage; when her mother interposing, and exa-

mining into the merits o: the cause, determined it

in mr favour ; and this good office I owed not to

anv esteem or consideration she had for me, but

solely to the desire of mortifying her daughter, who

on this occasion observed, that let people be never

so much in the right, there were some folks who
would never do them justice ; but, to be sure, they

had their reasons for it, which some people were not

ignorant of, although they despised their little arts.

This insinuation of some people and some folks, put

me upon observing the behaviour of my mistress

more narrowlv for'the future ; and it was not long

before I had reason to believe that she looked upon

her daughter as a rival in the affections of Captain

O'DonneU, who lodged in the house. In the mean

time, mv industry and knowledge gained me the

good wUl of my "master, who would often say in

French, "Mardie: c'est un bon garcon." He had

a great deal of business ; but as he was mostly em-

ployed among his fellow refugees, his profits were

j

small However, his expense for medicines was

not great, for he was the most expert man at a suc-

cedaneum of any apothecary in London ; so that I

have been sometimes amazed to see him, without

the least hesitation, make up a physician's prescrip-

I tion, though he had not in his shop one medicine

i mentionedin it. Oyster shells he could invent into
1

crab's eves ; common oil, into oil of sweet almonds -,

]
svrup of sugar, into balsamic syrup ; Thames wa-

ter, into aqua cinnamoni ;
turpentine, into capivi

;

and a hundred more costly preparations were pro-

duced in an instant, from the cheapest and coarsest

druss of the materia medica : and when any com-

mon thing was ordered for a patient, he always took

care to disguise it in colour or taste, or both, in such

a manner, as that it could not possibly be known.

For which purpose cochineal and oil of cloves were

of great service. Among many nostrums which

he possessed, there was one for the venereal disease,

that brought him a good deal of money ; and this

he concealed so artfully from me, that I could never

learn its composition. But during the eight months

X staid in his service, he was so unfortunate in the
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use of it, that three parts in four of those who took
it, were fain to confirm the cure hy a salivation un-
der the direction of another doctor. This bad suc-
cess, in all appearance, attached him the more to

his specific ; and before I left him, I may venture
to say, be would have sooner renounced the Trinity,
notwithstanding his being a good Huguenot, than
his confidence in the never-failing power of this
remedy. Mr. Lavement had attempted more than
once to introduce a vegetable diet into his family,
by launching out into the praise of roots and greens,
and decrying the use of flesh, both as a physician
and philosopher; but all his rhetoric could not
make one proselyte to his opinion ; and even the
wife of his bosom declared against the proposal.
Whether it was owing to the little regard she paid
to her husband's admonition in this particular, or to
the natural warmth of her constitution, I know not

;

but this lady's passions became every day more and
more violent, till at last she looked upon decency
as an unnecessary restraint; and one afternoon,
when her husband was abroad, and her daughter
gone to visit, ordered me to call a hackney coach,
in which she and the captain drove towards Covent
Garden. Miss came home in the evening, and,
supping at her usual hour, went to bed. About
eleven o'clock my master entered, and asked if his
wife was gone to sleep

; upon which I told him, my
mistress went out in the afternoon, and was not yet
returned. This was like a clap of thunder to the
poor apothecary, who, starting back, cried, " Mort
de ma vie! vat you tell a me ? My wife not at home !"

At that instant a patient's servant arrived with a
prescription for a draught, which my master taking,
went into the shop to make it up with his own hand.
While he rubbed the ingredients in a glass mor-
tar, he inquired of me, whether or not his wife went
out alone

;
and no sooner heard that she was in

company with the captain, than, with one blow, he
split the mortar into a thousand pieces, and, grin-
ning like the head of a bass viol, exclaimed, " Ah,
traitresse 1" It would have been impossible for me
to have preserved my gravity a minute longer, when
I was happily relieved by a rap at the door, which
I opened, and perceived my mistress coming out of
the coach

; she flounced immediately into the shop,
and addressed her husband thus :

" I suppose you
thought I was lost, my dear—Captain O'Donnell
has been so good as to treat me with a play."
" Ray, play," replied he, " oho ! yes, by gar, I
beheve ver prettie play." « Bless me !" said she,
" what's the matter ?" " Vat de matter ?" cried he,
forgetting all his former complaisance, " by gar,
you be one damn dog's wife—ventre bleu ! me vill
show you vat it is to put one horn upon mine head.
Pardieu

! le Capitaine O'Donnell be one" Here
the captain, who had been all the while at the door
discharging the coach, entered, and said, with a
terrible voice, " D—mme ! what am I?" Mr. Lave-
ment, changing his tone, immediately saluted him
with, " Oh serviteur, Monsieur le Capitaine, vous
etes un gallant homme—ma femme est fort obligee."
Then, turning about towards me, pronounced with
a low voice, " J5t diablement obligeante, sans doute."
" Harkee, Mr. Lavement," said the captain, " I am
a man of honour, and I believe you are too much
of a gentleman to be offended at the civility I show
your wife." This declaration had such an effect
on the apothecary, that he resumed all the politesse
of a Frenchman, and with the utmost prostration
of compliment, assured the captain that lie was

perfectly well satisfied with the honour he had done
I his wife. Matters being thus composed, every body
• went to rest. Next day, I perceived, through a
glass door that opened from the shop into the par-
lour, the captain talking earnestly to miss, who
heard him with a look that expressed anger mingled
with scorn

;
which, however, he at last found means

to mollify, and sealed his reconciliation with a kiss.
This circumstance soon convinced me of the occa-
sion of the quarrel; but notwithstanding all my
vigilance, I could never discover any other com-
merce between them. In the mean while, I had
reason to believe I had inspired one of the maids
with tender sentiments for me; and one night,
when I thought every other person in the house
asleep, I took the opportunity of going to reap the
fruits of my conquest, her bedfellow having the
day before gone to Richmond to visit her parents.
Accordingly, I got up, and, naked as I was, explored
my way in the dark to the garret where she lay. I
was ravished to find the door open, and moved softly
to her bedside, transported with the hope of com-
pleting my wishes. But what horrors of jealousy
and disappointment did I feel, when I found her
asleep, fast locked in the arms of a man, whom I
easily guessed to be no other than the captain's ser-
vant ! I was upon the point of doing some rash
thing, when the noise of a rat scratching behind the
wainscot put me to flight, and I was fain to get back
to my own bed in safety. Whether this alarm had
disordered my mind, or that I was led astray by the
power of destiny, I know not

;
but, instead of turn-

ing to the left hand when I descended to the second
story, I pursued the contrary course, and mistook
the young lady's bedchamber for my own. I did
not perceive my mistake before I had run against
the bedposts, and then it was not in my power to
retreat undiscovered ; for the nymph being awake,
felt my approach, and, with a soft voice, bade me
make less noise, lest the Scotch booby in the next
room should overhear us. This hint was sufficient
to inform me of the nature of the assignation ; and
as my passions, at any time high, were then in a
state of exaltation, I resolved to profit by my good
fortune. Without any more ceremony, therefore, I
made bold to slip into bed to this charmer, who gave
me as favourable a reception as I could desire. Our
conversation was very sparing on my part ; but she
upbraided the person whom I represented with his
jealousy of me, whom she handled so roughly, that
my resentment had well nigh occasioned a discovery
more than once ; but I was consoled for her hatred
of me by the revenge I enjoyed in understanding
from her own mouth that it was now high time to
salve her reputation by matrimony; for she had
reason to fear she could not much longer conceal
the effects oftheir mutual intercourse. While I was
meditating an answer to this proposal, I heard a
noise in my room, like something heavy falling
down upon the floor

; upon which I started up, and,
creeping to the door of my chamber, observed by
moon-light the shadow of a man groping his way
out

; so I retired to one side to let him pass, and
saw him go down stairs as expeditiously as he could.
It was an easy matter to divine that this was the
captain, who, having overslept himself, had got up
at last to keep his assignation

; and finding my door
open, had entered my apartment instead'of that of
his mistress, where I supplied his place ; but find-
ing his mistake, by falling over my chair, he was
afraid the noise might alarm the family, and. for
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that reason, made off, delaying the gratification of

his desires till another opportunity. By this time I

"was satisfied
;
and, instead of returning to the place

from whence I came, retreated to my own castle,

which I fortified by bolting the door, and, in the

congratulation of my own happiness, fell asleep.

But the truth of this adventure could not be long

concealed from my young mistress, who next day
came to an explanation with the captain, upon his

lamenting his last night's disappointment, and beg-

ging pardon for the noise he bad made. Their mu-
tual chagrin, when they came to the knowledge of

what had happened, may be easily conjectured,

though each had a peculiar grief unfelt by tbe other

;

for she was conscious of not only having betrayed

to me the secrets of her commerce with bim, but

also of having incensed me by the freedoms she had
taken with my name, beyond a hope of reconcilia-

tion. On the other hand, his jealousy suggested

that her sorrow was all artifice, and that I had sup-

plied his place with her own privity and consent.

That such was the situation of their thoughts, will

appear in the sequel ; for that very day she came
into the shop where I was alone, and fixing her eyes,

swimming in tears upon me, sighed most piteously.

But I was proof against her distress, by recollecting

the epithets with which she had honoured me the

night before ; and believing that the good reception

I enjoyed was destined for another, therefore I took

no notice of her affliction ; and she had the mortifi-

cation to find her disdain returned fourfold. How-
ever, from thence forward she thought proper to

use me with more complaisance than usual, knowing
that it was in my power at any time to publish her

shame. By these means my life became much more
agreeable, though I never could prevail upon myself
to repeat my nocturnal visit ; and, as I every day
improved in my knowledge of the town, I shook
off my awkward air by degrees, and acquired the

character of a polite journeyman apothecary.

CHAPTER XX.

I am assaulted and dangerously wounded—Suspect O'Don-
nell, and am confirmed in my Opinion—Concert a Scheme
of Revenge, and put it in execution—O'Donnell robs his

own Servant, and disappears—I make my Addresses to a

Lady, and am miraculously delivered from her Snare.

One night about twelve o'clock, as I returned from
visiting a patient at Chelsea, I received a blow on
my head from an unseen hand, that stretched me
senseless on the ground ; and was left for dead, with
three stabs of a sword in my body. The groans I

uttered, when I recovered the use of my reason,

alarmed the people of a solitary alehouse that stood

near the spot where I lay, and they were humane
enough to take me in, and send for a surgeon, who
dressed my wounds, and assured me they were not
mortal. One of them penetrated through the skin
and muscles of one side of my belly in such a man-
ner, that doubtless the assassin imagined he had
run me through the entrails. The second slanted

along one of my ribs ; and the last, which was in-

tended for the finishing stroke, having been di-

rected to my heart, the sword snapped upon my
breastbone, and the point remained sticking in the

skin. When I reflected upon this event, I could not
persuade myself that I had been assaulted by a com-
mon footpad ; because it is not usual for such peo-
ple to murder those they rob, especially when they

meet with no resistance ; and I found my money
and every thing else about me (but my carcase)

safe. I concluded, therefore, that I must either have
been mistaken for another, or obliged to the private

resentment of some secret enemy for what had
happened ; and as I could remember nobody who
had the least cause of complaint against me, ex-

cept Captain O'Donnell and my master's daughter,

my suspicion settled upon them, though I took care

to conceal it. that I might the sooner arrive at con-

firmation. With this view, I went home in a chair

about ten o'clock in the morning ; and as the chair-

man supported me into the house, met the captain

in the passage, who no sooner saw me, than he

started back, and gave evident signs of guilty con-

fusion, which he would have accounted for from the

surprise occasioned by seeing me in such a con-

dition. Sly master having heard my story, condoled

me with a good deal of sympathy, and when he

understood my wounds were not dangerous, ordered

me to be carried up stairs to bed ;
though not with-

out some opposition from his wife, who was of

opinion, it would be better for me to go to an hos-

pital, where I should be more carefully attended.

My meditation was employed in concerting with

myself some method of revenge against Squire

O'Donnell and his inamorata, whom I looked upon
as the authors of my misfortune ; when Miss (who
was not at home at my arrival) entered my cham-
ber, and, saying she was sorry for the accident that

had befallen me, asked if I suspected any body
to be the assassin : upon which I fixed my eyes

stedfastly upon her, and answered, "Yes." She
discovered no symptom of confusion ; but replied

hastily, " If that be the case, why don't you take

out a warrant to have him apprehended ? It will

cost but a trifle ; if you have no money, I'll lend

you." This frankness not only cured me of my
suspicion with respect to her; but even staggered

my belief with regard to the captain, of whose guilt

I resolved to have further proof before I should

enterprise any thing in the way of revenge. I

thanked her kindly for her generous offer ;
which,

however, I had no occasion to accept, being deter-

mined to do nothing rashly : for though I could

plainly perceive the person who attacked me to be

a soldier, whose face I thought was familiar to me,

I could not swear with a safe conscience to any par-

ticular man ; and, granting I could, my prosecution

of him would not much avail. This uncertainty I

pretended, lest the captain, hearing from her that I

knew the person who wounded me, might think

proper to withdraw before I could be in a condition

to requite him. In two days I was up, and able to

do a little business, so that Mr. Lavement made
shift to carry on his practice, without hiring another

journeyman in my room. The first thing I at-

tempted towards a certain discovery of my secret

enemy, was to get into O'Donnell's apartment while

he was abroad in an undress, and examine his

sword, the point of which being broke off, I appbed
the fragment that was found sticking in my body,

and found it answered the fractured part exactly.

There was no room left for doubt ; and all that re-

mained was to fix upon a scheme of revenge, which
almost solely engrossed my thoughts during the

space of eight nights and days. Sometimes I was
tempted to fall upon him in the same manner as he

had practised upon me, and kill him outright. But
this assault my honour opposed as a piece of

barbarous cowardice, in which he was not to be
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imitated. At other times I entertained thoughts of
demanding satisfaction in an honourable way • but
was diverted from this undertaking by considering
the uncertainty of the event, and the nature of the
injury he had done me, which did not entitle him
to such easy terms. At last I determined to pursue
a middle course

; and actually put my design in
execution after this manner. Having secured the
assistance of Strap and two of his acquaintancewhom he could depend upon, we provided ourselves
with disguises, and I caused the following letter to
be delivered to him by one of our associates in
livery one Sunday evening.

«n'l
may b

,

e
,

allowed t0 'udSe from appearance, itwill not be disagreeable to you to hear that my husband isgone to Bagshot to visit a patient, and will not return ti lto-morrow night
,
so that if you have any thing to proposeto me (as your behaviour on many occasion, has seemed o~s* i,r
d
° We" '° embraCe theP~7Portu-jmy 01 seeing „ Yours, Sec."

This letter was signed with the name of an apo-
thecary s wife who lived in Chelsea, of whom Ihad heard O Donnell was an admirer. Every thine
succeeded to our wish. The amorous hero hast"
ened towards the place of assignation ; and was
encountered by us in the very place where he had
assaulted me. We rushed upon him all at once
secured his sword, stripped off his clothes even to"the skin which we scourged with nettles till he was
Mistered from head to foot, notwithstanding all the
eloquence of his tears and supplications. When Iwas satisfied with the stripes I had bestowed, we
carried off his clothes, which we hid in a hedgenear the place, and left him stark naked to find hisway home in the best manner he could, while Itook care to be there before him. I afterwards
understood, that, in his way to the lodgings of afriend who lived in the skirts of the town, lie waspicked up by the watch, who carried him to theRound-house from whence he sent for clothes to hislodgings

;
and next morning arrived at the door in

for h
a
'\TPPed UP in a Wanket he had borrowed

for h,s body was so sore and swelled, that he couldnot bear to be confined in his wearing apparel Hewas treated with the utmost tenderness by mv mis!
ress and her daughter, who vied with eacl/oZr
in their care and attendance of him

; but Lavement
himself could not forbear expressing his joy byseveral malicious grins, while he orderd me toprepare an unguent for his sores. As to myselfnobody can doubt my gratification when I had every

£h%°nPrrtTity f S6eing m^ revenSe Protractedon the body ofmy adversary, by the ulcers of which
I had been the cause

; and indeed I not only en-joyed the satisfaction of having flayed him alive,but another also which I had not foreseen. The
IZl f"g

.

attacked and stripped in such aplace having been inserted in the news, gave infor-

wh the/t
0^056

,"110 f°Und his Rothes
0
next davwhither to bring them ; and accordingly he retrievedevery thing he had lost, except a few letters on

of the apothecary's wife. This and the others, which

SEhrTr a
" °n SUbjeCt °f l0Ve ^ thi

£kdI fZ T °f th0Se People who arecalled fortune-hunters), fell into the hands of acertain female author, famous for the scaTdal shehas published, who, after having embellished hem

themtoT ra"lentS
-

0f her °™ invei»ion,them to the town m print. I was very much shockedon reflecting, that I might possibly be the occasion
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of a whole family's unhappiness, on account of the
letter I had written ; but was eased of that ap-
prehension, when I understood that the Chelsea
apothecary had commenced a law-suit against the
printer for defamation

; and looked upon the whole
as a piece of forgery committed by the author, who
had disappeared. But whatever might be his
opinion of the matter, our two ladies seemed to
entertain a different idea of it : for, as soon as the
pamphlet appeared, I could perceive their care of
then- patient considerably diminish, until at last it
ended in total neglect. It was impossible for him to
be ignorant of this change, any more than of the
occasion of it

; but as he was conscious to himself
of having deserved worse than contempt at their
hands, he was glad to come off so cheaply, and con-
tented himself with muttering curses and threats
against the apothecary, who, as he imagined, havin--
got an inkling of the appointment with his wife had
taken revenge of him in the manner described. By
the time he got a new scarf skin, his character was
become so notorious, that he thought it high time
for him to decamp

; and his retreat he performed in
one night without beat of drum, after bavin"- rob-
bed his own servant of every thing that belonged
to him, except the clothes he had on his back A
few days after he disappeared, Mr. Lavement for
his own security, took into custody a large old
trunk which he had left; and, as it was very heavy
made no question that the contents were sufficient
to indemnify him for what O'Donnell owed in
lodging. But a month being elapsed without hear-
ing any tidings of this adventurer, and my master
being impatient to know what the trunk contained
he ordered me to break it open in his presence,
which task I performed with the pestle of our great
mortar, and discovered, to his inexpressible astonish-
ment and mortification, a heap of stones.
About this time my friend Strap informed me

of an otter he had to go abroad with a gentlemanm quality of valet de chambre, and at the same
time assured me, that whatever advantage he mio-ht
propose to himself from this prospect, he could
not bear the thoughts of parting from me ; somuch was he attached to my fortune. In spite
of all the obligations I owed to this poor honest
fellow ingratitude is so natural to the heart ofman, that I began to be tired of his acquaintance

;and now that I had contracted other friendships
which appeared more creditable, was even ashamed
to see a journeyman barber inquiring after me with
the familiarity of a companion. I therefore on
pretence of consulting his welfare, insisted upon
his accepting the proposal, which he at last de-termined to embrace with great reluctance

; and
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took the privilege of a bridegroom to enter her

chamber, where, to my utter confusion, I found her

in bed with a man. Heaven gave me patience and

presence, of mind enough to withdraw immediately ;

and I thanked my stars a thousand times for the

happy discovery, by which I resolved to profit so

much as to abandon all thoughts of marriage for

the future.

CHAPTEE XXL

Squire Gawky comes to lodge with my Master—Is involved

in a troublesome Affair, out of which he is extricated by

me—He marries my Master's Daughter—They conspire

against me—I am found guilty of Theft—Discharged—

Deserted by my Friends—1 hire a Room in St. Giles's

—

Where, by acciuent, I find the Lady to whom I made my
Addresses in a miserable condition—I relieve her.

"While I enjoyed myself at large in this temper of

mind, Mr. Lavement let his first floor to my coun-

tryman and acquaintance, Squire Gawky, who, by

this time, had got a lieutenancy in the army, and

such a martial ferocity in his appearance, that I

was afraid he would remember what had happened

between us in Scotland, and atone for his breach of

appointment then, by his punctuality now ;
but,

whether he had actually forgot me, or was willing

to make me believe so, he betrayed not the least

symptom of recognition at sight of me, and I re-

mained quite cured of my apprehension ;
though I

had occasion, not long after, to be convinced that,

howsoever his externals might be altered, he was

at bottom the same individual Gawky whom I have

already described. For, coming home late one

night from the house of a patient, I heard a noise

in the street, and, as I approached, perceived two

gentlemen in custody of three watchmen. The

prisoners, who were miserably disfigured with dirt,

complained bitterly of the loss of their hats and

wio-s ; and one of them, whom, by bis tongue, I

knew to be a Scotchman, lamented most piteously,

offering a guinea for his liberty, which the watch-

man refused, alleging that one of his companions

was wounded grievously, and that he must stand to

the consequence. My'prejudice in favour of my
country was so strong, that I could not bear to see

anybody belonging to it in distress, and therefore,

with one blow of my faithful cudgel, knocked down

the watchman who had hold of the person for whom
I was chiefly concerned. He was no sooner dis-

engaged, than he betook himself to his heels, and

left me to maintain the dispute as I should think

proper ; and, indeed, I came off but scurvily ; for,

before I could avail myself of my speed, I received

a blow on the eye from one of the other two, that

had well nigh deprived me of the use of that organ.

However, I made shift to get home, where I was

informed of Captain Gawky's being robbed and

abused by a company of footpads, and was ordered

by my master to prepare an emollient glyster and

paresoric draught, in order to allay and compose

the ferment of his spirits, occasioned by the barba-

rous treatment he had undergone, while he took

twelve ounces of blood from him immediately.

"When I inquired into the particulars of this adven-

ture, and understood, by the servant, that he came

in just before me, without hat and wig, I made no

scruple of believing him to be the person I had re-

leased, and was confirmed in my belief upon hear-

ing his voice, to which, before that event, I hr.a

been so long a stranger. My eye being considerably

swelled and inflamed, I could not reflect upon my
enterprise without cursing my own folly, and even

resolving to declare the truth of the whole story, in

order to be revenged on the cowardly wretch, for

whom I had suffered. Accordingly, next day, after

he had told, in the presence of my master, his wife,

and daughter, who came to visit him, a thousand

lies concerning the prowess he had shown in making

his escape, I ventured to explain the mystery, and,

calling in the evidence of my contused eye, up-

braided him with cowardice and ingratitude.

Gawky was so astonished at this discourse, that he

could not answer one word ; and the rest of the

company stared at one another ;
till, at length, my

mistress reprimanded me for my insolent behaviour,

and threatened to turn me away for my presump-

tion. Upon which Gawky, having recollected

himself, observed, as the young man might have

mistaken another person for him, he could forgive

his insinuations, more especially as he seemed to

have suffered for his civility ; but advised me to be

more certain in my conjectures for the future, be-

fore I ventured to publish them to the prejudice of

any man. Miss applauded the captain's generosity

in pardoning one who had so villainously aspersed

him, and I began to imagine her praise was not at

all disinterested. But the apothecary, who, perhaps,

had more penetration, or less partiality, than his

wife and daughter, differed from them in his senti-

ments of the matter, and expressed himself to me
in the shop in this manner: "Ah! mon pauvre

Koderique ! you ave more of de veracite dan of de

prudence—bot mine vife and dater be diablement

sage, and Mons. le Capitaine un fanfaron, pardieu
!"

This eulogium on his wife and daughter, though

spoken ironically by him, was, nevertheless, lite-

rally just ;
by espousing the cause of Gawky, the

one'obhged a valuable lodger, and the other acquired

a husband at a juncture when one was absolutely

necessary ; for the young lady, finding the effects

of her correspondence with O'Donnell becoming

plainer and plainer every day, insinuated herself so

artfully into the affection of this new lodger, that

in less than a fortnight, on pretence of going to a

play, they drove away together to the Fleet, where

they were coupled; from thence removed to a

bagnio, where the marriage was consummated;

and in the morning came home, where they asked

her father's and mother's blessing. The prudent

parents, notwithstanding the precipitation with

which the match was carried on, did not think fit

to refuse their approbation ; for the apothecary was

not ill pleased to find his daughter married to a

young man of a good prospect, who had not men-

tioned to him one syllable on the article of her

dowry ; and his wife was rejoiced at being rid of a

rival in her gallants, and a spy upon her pleasures.

Xor was I without self-enjoyment at this event,

when I reflected upon the revenge I had unwit-

tingly taken upon my enemy, in making him a

cuckold by anticipation. But I little dreamed what

a storm of mischief was brewing against me, whilst

I thus indulged myself. Whatever face Gawky
put on the matter, my discovery of the adventure

before related, and the reproaches I vented against

him, had stung him to the soul, and cherished the*

seeds of enmity so strongly in his breast, that he. it

seems, imparted his indignation to his wife, who being

as desirous as himself to compass the ruin of one

that ui.'t only slighted her caresses, but was able on
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any occasion to discover particulars not at all ad-
vantageous to her character, readily joined in a
conspiracy against me, which, had it taken effect
as they expected, would infallibly have brought me
to an ignominious death.

My master having several times missed large
quantities of medicines, of which I could give no
account, at last lost all patience, and, in plain terms,
taxed me with having embezzled them for my own
use. As I could only oppose my single asseveration
to his suspicion, he told me one day, " By gar, your
vord not be give me de satisfaction—me find neces-
saire to chercher for my medicine, pardonnez moi

—

il faut chercher—me demand le clef of your coffre
a cette heure." Then raising his voice to conceal
the fright he was in, lest I should make any oppo-
sition, he went on, "Oui, foutre, I charge you rendez
le clef of your coffre—moi— si, moi qui vous park."
I was fired with so much resentment and disdain at
this accusation, that I burst into tears, which he
took for a sign of my guilt

; and, pulling out my
key, told him he might satisfy himself immediately,
though he woidd not find it so easy to satisfy me
for the injury my reputation had suffered from his
unjust suspicion. He took the key, and mounted
up to my chamber, attended by the whole family

;

saying, "He bien, nous verrons—nous verrons."
But what was my horror and amazement, when, on
opening my chest, he pulled out a handful of the
very things that were missing, and pronounced,
" Ah ha

! vous etes bien venus—mardie, Mons. Ro-
derique, you be fort innocent." I had not power
to utter one word in my own vindication, but stood
motionless and silent, while everybody present
made their respective remarks on what appeared
against me. The servants said they were sorry for
my misfortune, and went away repeating, " Who
would have thought it?" My mistress took occa-
sion, from this detection, to rail against the practice
ofemploying strangers in general ; and Mrs. Gawky,
after having observed that she never had a good
opinion of my fidelity, proposed to have me carried
before a justice, and committed to Newgate imme-
diately. Her husband was actually upon the stairs
in his way for a constable, when Mr. Lavement,
knowing the cost and trouble of a prosecution to
which he must bind himself, and at the same time
dreading lest some particulars of my confession
might affect his practice, called out, " Restez, mon
fils ! restez, it be veritablement one grand crime
which dis pauvre diable have committed—bot peut-
etre de good God give him de penitence, and me
vill not have upon mine head de blood of one sin-
ner." The captain and his lady used all the
christian arguments their zeal could su°-°-est, to
prevail on the apothecary to pursue me to

0
destruc-

tion, and represented the injustice he did to the
community of which he was a member, in letting a
villain escape, who would not fail of doing more
mischief in the world, when he should reflect on
his coming off so easily now. But their eloquence
made no impression on my master, who, turning to
me, said, "Go, miserable, go from mine house,
quick, quick— and make reparation for your mau-
vaise actions." By this time my indignation had
roused me from the stupefaction in which I had
hitherto remained, and I began in this manner:
" Sir, appearances, I own, condemn me ; but you
are imposed upon as much as I am abused. I have
fallen a sacrifice to the rancour of that scoundrel,"
pointing to Gawky, " who has found means to

convey your goods hither, that the detection of them
might blast my reputation, and accomplish my
destruction. His hatred of me is owing to a con-
sciousness of his having wronged me in my own
country ; for which injury he, in a cowardly maimer,
refused me the satisfaction of a gentleman. He
knows, moreover, that I am no stranger to his das-
tardly behaviour in this town, which I have re-
counted before ; and he is unwilling that such a
testimony of his ingratitude and pusillanimity should
live upon the earth. For this reason he is guilty
of the most infernal malice to bring about my ruin.
And I am afraid, madam," turning to Mrs. Gawky.
" you have too easily entered into the sentiments of
your husband. I have often found you my enemy,
and am well acquainted with the occasion of your
being so, which I don't at present think proper to
declare ; but I would not advise you, for your own
sake, to drive me to extremity." This address
enraged her so much, that, with a face as red as
scarlet, and the eyes of a fury, she strutted up to
me, and, putting her hands on her sides, spit in my
face, saying I was a scandalous villain, but she
defied my malice ; and that, unless her papa would
prosecute me like a thief as I was, she would not
stay another night under his roof. At the same
time Gawky, assuming a big look, told me he
scorned what lies I could invent against him ; but
that, if I pretended to asperse his wife, he would
put me to death, by G—d. To this threat I an-
swered, " I wish to God I could meet with thee in
a desert, that I might have an opportunity of
punishing thee for thy perfidy towards me, and rid
the world of such a rascal. What hinders me this
moment," said I, seizing an old bottle that stood by,
" from doing myself that justice ?" I had no sooner
armed myself in this manner, than Gawky and his
father-in-law retired in such a hurry, that the one
overturned the other, and they rolled together down
stairs ; while my mistress swooned away with fear

;

and her daughter asked if I intended to murder
her ? I gave her to understand, that nothing was
farther from my intention ; that I would leave her
to the stings of her own conscience, but was firmly
resolved to slit her husband's nose, whenever for-
tune should offer a convenient opportunity. Then
going down stairs, I met Lavement coming up
trembling with the pestle in his hand, and Gawky
behind, armed with his sword, pushing him forward.
I demanded a parley, and having assured them of
my pacific disposition, Gawky exclaimed, " Ah !

villain ! you have killed my dear wife." And the
apothecary cried, "Ah ! coquin ! vere is my shild?"
" The lady," said I, " is above stairs, unhurt by me,
and will a few months hence, I believe, reward
your concern." Here she called to them, and de-
sired they would let the wretch go, and trouble
themselves no further about him. To which re-
quest her father consented, observing, nevertheless,
that my conversation was fort mysterieuse. Find-
ing it impossible to vindicate my innocence, I left
the house immediately, and went to the school-
master, with an intention of clearing myself to him,
and asking his advice with regard to my future
conduct

; but, to my inexpressible vexation, was
told he was gone to the country, where he would
stay two or three days. I returned with a design
of consulting some acquaintances I had acquired in
my master's neighbourhood; but my story had
taken air, through the officiousness of the servants,
and not one of my friends would vouchsafe me a
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hearing. Thus I found myself, by the iniquity of

mankind, in a much more deplorable condition than

ever : for though I had been formerly as poor, my :

reputation -was without blemish, and my health un-

impaired till now ; but at present my good name
was lost, my money gone, my friends were alien-

ated, my body was infected by a distemper con-

tracted in the course of an amour, and my faithful

Strap, who alone could yield me pity and assistance,

absent I knew not where.

The first resolution I could take in this melan-

choly conjuncture, was to remove my clothes to

the house of the person with whom I had formerly

lodged, where I remained two days, in hopes of

getting another place, by the interest of Mr. Con-

cordance, to whom I made no doubt of being able

to vindicate my character; but in this supposition

I reckoned without my host, for Lavement took

care to be beforehand with me, andwhen I attempted

to explain the whole affair to the schoolmaster, I

found him so prepossessed against me, that he would

scarce hear me to an end ; but when I had finished

my justification, shook his head, and beginning with

his usual exclamation, " O Ch—st !" said, " That

won't go down with me. I am very sorry I should

have the misfortune of being concerned in the affair,

but, however, shall be more cautious for the future.

I will trust no man from henceforward—no, not

my father who begat me—nor the brother who
lay with me in my mother's womb. Should Daniel

rise from the dead, I would think him an impostor,

and were the genius of Truth to appear, would

question its veracity." I told him, that one day it

was possible he might be convinced of the injury

I had suffered, and repent of his premature deter-

mination. To which remark he answered, the

proof of my innocence would make his bowels to

vibrate with joy ;
" but till that shall happen,"

continued he, "I must beg to have no manner of

connexion with you—my reputation is at stake—

O

my good God! I shall be looked upon as your

accomplice and abettor—people will say Jonathan

Wild was but a type of me—boys will hoot at me
as I pass along, and the cinder-wenches belch forth

reproaches wafted in a gale impregnated with

cin—I shall he notorious—the very butt of slander

and cloak of infamy." I was not in a humour to

relish the climax of expressions upon which this

gentleman valued himself in all his discourses ; but,

without any ceremony, took my leave, cursed with

every sentiment of horror which my situation could

suggest. I considered, however, in the intervals of

my despondence, that I must in some shape suit

my expense to my calamitous circumstances ; and

with that view hired an apartment in a garret near

St. Giles's, at the rate of nine-pence per week. In

this place I resolved to perform my own cure,

having first pawned three shirts to purchase medi-

cines and support for the occasion.

One day when I sat in this solitary retreat,

musing upon the unhappiness of my fate, I was

alarmed by a groan that issued from a chamber

contiguous" to mine, into which I immediately ran,

and found a woman stretched on a miserable truckle

bed, without any visible signs of life. Having applied

a smelling bottle to her nose, the blood began to

revisit her cheeks, and she opened her eyes ;
but,

good heavens ! what were the emotions of my soul,

when I discovered her to be the same individual

lady who had triumphed over my heart, and to

w hose fate I had almost been inseparably joined

!

Her deplorable situation filled my breast with com
passion, and every tender idea reviving in my
imagination, I flew into her embrace. She knew
me immediately ; and, straining me gently in her

arms, shed a torrent of tears, which I could not

help increasing. At length, casting a languishing

look at me, she pronounced, with a feeble voice,

'• Dear ]Mr. Random, I do not deserve this concern

at your hands. I am a vile creature who had a

base design upon your person ; suffer me to expiate

that and all my other crimes by a miserable death,

which will not fail to overtake me in a few hours."

I encouraged her as much as I could ; told her I

forgave all her intentions with regard to me ; and

that, although my circumstances were extremely

low, I would share my last farthing with her. In

the mean time, begged to know the immediate cause

of that fit from which she had just recovered, and

said, I would endeavour by my skill to prevent any

more such attacks. She seemed very much affected

with this expression, took my hand and pressed it

to her hps, saying, "You are too generous !—I wish

I could live to express my gratitude ; but alas ! I

perish for wapt." Then, shutting her eyes, she

relapsed into another swoon. Such extremity of

distress must have awaked the most obdurate

heart to sympathy and compassion. What effect,

then, must it have had on mine, that was naturally -

prone to every tender passion ? I ran down stairs,

and sent my landlady to a chemist's shop for some

cinnamon water; while I, returning to this un-

fortunate creature's chamber, used all the means in

my power to bring her to herself. This aim, with

much difficulty, I accomplished, and made her drink

a glass of the"cordial to recruit her spirits ; then I

prepared a little mulled red wine and a toast, which

having taken, she found herself thoroughly revived,

and informed me, that she had not tasted food for

eight and forty hours before. As I was impatient

to know the occasion and nature of her calamity,

she gave me to understand, that she was a woman of

the town by profession : that, in the course of her

adventures, she found herself dangerously infected

with a distemper to which all of her class are

particularly subject; that her malady gaining ground

every day, she became loathsome to herself and

offensive "to others ; when she resolved to retire to

some obscure corner, where she might be cured

with as little noise and expense as possible; that

she had accordingly chosen this place of retreat,

and put herself into the hands of an advertising

doctor, who having fleeced her of all the money she

had, or could procure, left her three days ago in a

worse condition than that in which he found her

:

that, except the clothes on her back, she had pawned

or sold every thing that belonged to her, to satisfy

that rapacious quack, and quiet the clamour of her

landlady, who still persisted in her threats to turn

her out into the street. After having moralized

upon these particulars, I proposed that she should

lodge in the same room with me, an expedient that

woidd save some money ; and assured her I woidd

undertake her cure as well as my own, during

which she should partake of all the conveniences

that I could afford to myself. She embraced my
offer with unfeigned acknowledgment; and I began

to put it in practice immediately. I found in her not

onlv an agreeable companion, whose conversation

greatly alleviated my chagrin, but also a careful

i nurse." who served me with the utmost fidelity and

affection. One day, while I testified my surprise
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that a woman of her beauty, good sense, and
education (for she had a large portion of each),
could be reduced to such an infamous and miserable
way of life as that of a prostitute—she answered,
with a sigh, "These very advantages were the
cause of my undoing." This remarkable reply
inflamed my curiosity to such a degree, that I
begged she would favour me with the particulars
of her story, and she complied in these words :

—

CHAPTER XXH.
The History of Miss Williams.

My father was an eminent merchant in the city,
who, having in the course of trade suffered very
considerable losses, retired in his old age, with his
wife, to a small estate in the country, which he had
purchased with the remains of his fortune. At
that time I, being but eight years of age, was left in
town for the convenience of education, boarded
with an aunt, who was a rigid Presbyterian, and
who confined me so closely to what she called the
duties of religion, that, in time, I grew weary of
her doctrines, and by degrees conceived an aversion
for the good books she daily recommended to my
perusal. As I increased in age, and appeared with
a person not disagreeable, I contracted a good deal
of acquaintance among my own sex, one of whom,
after having lamented the restraint I was under
from the narrowness of my aunt's sentiments, told
me, I must now throw off the prejudices of opinion
imbibed under her influeuce and example, and
learn to think for myself; for which purpose she
advised me to read Shaftesbury, Tindal, Hobbes,
and all the books that are remarkable for their
deviation from the old way of thinking, and, by
comparing one with another, I should soon be able
to form a system of my own. I followed her
advice; and, whether it was owing to my pre-
possession against what I had formerly read, or the
clearness of argument in these my new instructors,
I know not, but I studied them with pleasure, and
in a short time became a professed Freethinker.
Proud of my new improvement, I argued in all
companies, and that with such success, that I soon
acquired the reputation of a philosopher, and few
people durst undertake me in a dispute. I grew
vain upon my good fortune, and at length pretended
to make my aunt a proselyte to my opinion ; but
she no sooner perceived my drift, than, taking the
alarm, she wrote to my father an account of my
heresy, and conjured him, as he tendered the good
of my soul, to remove me immediately from the
dangerous place where I had contracted such sinful
principles. Accordingly my father ordered me into
the country, where I arrived in the fifteenth year
of my age

;
and, by his command, gave him a detail

of all the articles of my faith, which he did not
find so unreasonable as they had been represented
Pindmg myself suddenly deprived of the company
and pleasures of the town, I grew melancholy,
and it was some time before I could relish my
situation. But solitude became every day more and
more familiar to me ; and I consoled myself in my
retreat with the enjoyment of a good library at
such times as I was not employed in the manage-
ment of the family (for my mother had been dead
three years), m visiting, or some other party of
rural diversion. Having more imagination than

judgment, I addicted myself too much to poetry
and romance

; and, in short, was looked upon as a
very extraordinary person by every body in the
country where I resided. I had one evening
strayed, with a book in my hand, into a wood that
bordered on the high road, at a little distance from
my father's house, when a certain drunken squire
riding by perceived me, and crying, " Zounds

!

there's a charming creature
!

" alighted in a mo-
ment, caught me in his arms, and treated me so
rudely, that I shrieked as loud as I could

; and, in
the mean time, opposed his violence with all the
strength that rage and resentment eould inspire.
During this struggle, another horseman came up,
who, seeing a lady so unworthily used, dismounted,
and flew to my assistance. My ravisher, mad with
disappointment, or provoked with the reproaches of
the other gentleman, quitted me, and, running to
his horse, drew a pistol from the saddle, and fired
at my protector, who happily receiving no damage,
went up, and, with the butt end of his whip, laid
him prostrate on the ground, before he could use
the other, which his antagonist immediately seized,
and clapping to the squire's breast, threatened to
put him to death for his cowardice and treachery.
In this dilemma I interposed and begged his life,

which was granted to my request, after he had asked
pardon, and swore his intention was only to obtain
a kiss. However, my defender thought proper to
unload the other pistol, and throw away the flints,

before he gave him his liberty. This courteous
stranger conducted me home, where my father
having learned the signal service he had done me,
loaded him with caresses, and insisted on his lodging
that night at our house. If the obligation he had
conferred upon me, justly inspired me with senti-
ments of gratitude, his appearance and conversation
seemed to entitle him to somewhat more. He was
about the age of two and twenty, among the tallest

of the middle size ; had chestnut coloured hair,
which he wore tied up in a ribbon ; a high polished
forehead, a nose inclining to the aquiline, lively blue
eyes, red pouting lips, teeth as white as snow, and a
certain openness of countenance—but what need I
describe any more particulars of his person? I hope
you will do me the justice to believe I do not flatter,

when I say he was the exact resemblance of you

;

and, if I had not been well acquainted with his
family and pedigree, I should have made no scruple
of concluding that you was his brother. He spoke
little, and seemed to have no reserve ; for what he
said was ingenuous, sensible, and uncommon. In
short, said she, bursting into tears, he was formed
for the ruin of our sex. His behaviour was modest
and respectable

; but his looks were so significant,
that I could easily observe he secretly blessed the
occasion that introduced him to my acquaintance.
We learned from his discourse that he was the
eldest son of a wealthy gentleman in the neighbour-
hood, to whose name we were no strangers; that he
had been to visit an acquaintance in the cf untry,
from whose house he was returning hon>a when
my shrieks brought him to my rescue. All night
long my imagination formed a thousand ridiculous
expectations. There was so much jf knight-
errantry in this gentleman's coming tr the relief of
a damsel in distress, with whom he immediately
became enamoured, that all I had red of love and
chivalry recurred to my fancy, and I looked upon
myself as a princess in some region of romance,
who, being delivered from the power of a brutal
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giant ov satyr by a generous Oroondates, was bound

ia gratitude, as well as led by inclination, to yield

my affections to him without reserve. In vain did

I endeavour to chastise these foolish conceits, by

reflections more reasonable and severe. The
amusing images took full possession of my mind,

and my dreams represented my hero sighing at my
feet in the language of a despairing lover. Next

morning after breakfast he took his leave, when my
father begged the favour- of further acquaintance

with him ; to which request he replied by a com-

pliment to him, and a look to me so full of elo-

quence and tenderness, that my whole soul received

the soft impression. In a short time he repeated

his visit ;
and, as a recital of the particular steps

he pursued to ruin me would be too tedious and im-

pertinent, let it suflice to say, he made it his business

to insinuate himself into my esteem, by convincing

me of his own good sense, and at the same time

flattering my understanding. This task he performed

in the most artful manner, by seeming to contradict

me often through misapprehension, that I might

have an opportunity of clearing myself the more

to my own honour. Having thus secured my good

opinion, he began to give me some tokens of a

particular passion, founded on a veneration for the

qualities ofmy mind, and, as an accidental ornament,

admired the beauties of my person ; till at length,

being fully persuaded of his conquest, he chose a

proper season for the theme, and disclosed his love

in terms so ardent and sincere, that it was impossible

for me to disguise the sentiments of my heart, and

he received my approbation with the most lively

transport. After this mutual declaration, we con-

trived to meet morefrequ ntly, in private interviews,

where we enjoyed the conversation of one another,

in all the elevation of fancy and impatience of hope,

that reciprocal adoration can inspire. He professed

his honourable intentions, of which I made no

question, lamented the avaricious disposition of his

father, who had destined him for the arms of

another, and vowed eternal fidelity with such an

appearance of candour and devotion, that I became

a dupe to his deceit, and, in an evil hour, crowned

his eager desire with full possession.—Cursed be

the day on which I gave away my innocence and

peace for a momentary gratification, which has

entailed upon me such misery and horror ! cursed

be my beauty, that first attracted the attention ofmy
seducer ! cursed be my education, that, by refining

my sentiments, made my heart the more susceptible!

cursed be my good sense, that fixed me to one object,

and taught me the preference I enjoyed was but my
due ! Had I been ugly, nobody would have tempted

me ; had I been ignorant, the charms of my person

would not have atoned for the coarseness of my
conversation ; had I been giddy, my vanity would

have divided my inclinations, and my ideas would

have been so diffused, that I should never have

listened to the enchantments of one alone.

But, to return to my unfortunate story ; we gave

a loose to guilty pleas'ure, which, for some months,

banished every other concern. At last, by degrees,

his visits became less frequent, and his behaviour

less warm. I perceived his coldness—my heart

took the alarm—my tears reproached him—and I

insisted upon the performance of his promise to

espouse me, that, whatever should happen, my
reputation might be safe. He seemed to acquiesce

in my proposal, and left me on pretence of finding

a proper clergyman to unite us in the bands of

wedlock. But, alas ! the inconstant had no intention

to return. I waited a whole week with the utmost

impatience; sometimes doubting his honour, at

other times inventing excuses for him, and con-

demning myself for harbouring the least suspicion

of his faith. At length I understood from a gen-

tleman who dined at our house that this perfidious

wretch was on the point of setting out for London

with his bride, to buy clothes for their approaching

nuptials. This information distracted me! the

more so, as I found myself some months gone with

child, and reflected that it would be impossible to

conceal my disgrace, which would not only ruin

the character I had acquired in the country, but

also bring the gray hairs of an indulgent parent

with sorrow to the "grave. Rage took possession of

my soul; I denounced a thousand imprecations,

and formed as many schemes of revenge against the

traitor who had undone me ! Then my resentment

would subside into silent sorrow. I recalled the

tranquillity I had lost, I wept over my infatuation,

and sometimes a ray of hope would intervene, and

and for a moment cheer my drooping heart; I

would revolve all the favourable circumstances of

his character, repeat the vows he made, ascribe his

absence to the vigilance of a suspicious father, who
compelled him to a match his soul abhorred, and

comfort myself with the expectation of seeing him

before the thing shoidd be brought to any terms of

agreement. But how vain was my imagination

!

The villain left me without remorse ; and in a few

days the news of his marriage was spread all over

the country. My horror was then inconceivable

!

and had not the desire of revenge diverted the re-

solution, I should infallibly have put an end to my
miserable life. My father observed the symptoms

of my despair ; and, though I have good reason to

believe he guessed the cause, was at a great deal of

pains to seem ignorant of my affliction, while he

endeavoured, with paternal fondness, to alleviate

my distress. I saw his concern, which increased

my anguish, and raised my fury against the author

of my calamity to an implacable degree. Having

furnished myself with a little money, I made an

elopement from this unhappy parent in the night-

time, and about break of day arrived at a small

town, from whence a stage coach set out for Lon-

don, in which I embarked, and next day alighted

in town ; the spirit of revenge having supported me

all the way against every other reflection. My
first care was to hire a lodging, in which I kept

myself very retired, having assumed a feigned

name, that my character and situation might be

the better concealed. It was not long before I

found out the house of my ravisher, whither I im-

mediately repaired in a transport of rage, deter- ,

mined to act some desperate deed for the satisfaction
(

of my despair, though the hurry of my spirits
j

,

would not permit me to concert or resolve upon a
,

particular plan. When I demanded admission to
,

Lothario (so let me call him), I was desired to send
,

up my name and business ; but this I refused,
i

telling the porter I had business for his master's
j

private ear. Upon which I was conducted into a
;

j

parlour until he should be informed of my request.
,

There I remained about a quarter of an hour, when
t

a servant entered, and told me his master was en-
(

gaged with company, and begged to be excused at

that time. My temper could hold out no longer;
(

I pulled a poignard from my bosom where I had
}

concealed it, and, rushing out, flew up staiis like a
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fury, exclaiming, "Where is this perfidious villain!
could I once plunge this dagger into his false heart,
I should then die satisfied." The noise I made
alarmed not only the servants, but the company
also, who, hearing my threats, came forwards to
the staircase to see what was the matter. I was
seized, disarmed, and withheld by two footmen

;

and, in this situation, felt the most exquisite tor-
ture in beholding my undoer approach with his
young wife. I could not endure the sight, was de-
prived of my senses, and fell into a severe fit,

during which I know not how I was treated ; but
when I recovered the use of reflection, found myself
on a bed in a paltry apartment, where I was at-
tended by an old woman, who asked a thousand
impertinent questions relating to my condition;
and informed me that my behaviour had thrown
the whole family into confusion; that Lothario
affirmed I was mad, and proposed to have me sent
to Bedlam

; but my lady persuaded herself there
was more in my conduct than he cared should be
known, and had taken to her bed on bare suspicion,
having first ordered that I shoidd be narrowly
looked to. I heard all she said without making
any other reply than desiring she would do me the
favour to call a chair ; but this, she told me, could
not be done without her master's consent, which,
however, was easily procured, and I was conveyed
to my own lodgings in a state of mind that baffles
all description. The agitation of my thoughts pro-
duced a fever, which brought on a miscarriage

;

and I believe it is well for my conscience that Hea-
ven thus disposed of my burden

; for, let me own to
you with penitence and horror, if I had brought a
living child into the world, my frenzy would "have
prompted me to sacrifice the little innocent to my
resentment of the father's infidelity.

After this event my rage abated, and my hate
became more deliberate and calm

; when, one day,my landlady informed me that there was a gentle-
man below who desired to see me, he having some-
thing of consequence to impart, which he was sure
would contribute to my peace of mind. I was ex-
ceedingly alarmed at this declaration, which I
attempted to interpret a thousand ways; and before
I came to any determination he entered my room,
with an apology for intruding upon me against my
knowledge or consent. I surveyed him some time,
and not being able to recollect his face, demanded,
with a faltering accent, what his business was with
me ? Upon which he desired I would give him a
particular audience, and he did not doubt of com-
municating something that would conduce to my
satisfaction and repose. As I thought myself suf-
ficiently guarded against any violence, I granted
his request, and hid the woman withdraw. The
stranger, then advancing, gave me to understand
that he was well acquainted with the particulars of
my story, having been informed of them from Lo-
thario's own mouth

; that, from the time he knew my
misfortunes, he had entertained a detestation for the
authorofthem; whichhad of late been increased and
inflamed to a desire of revenge, by a piece of dis-
honourable conduct towards him; that, hearing ofmy melancholy situation, he had come with an inten-
tion of offering his assistance and comfort, and was
ready to espouse my quarrel, and forthwith take ven-
geance on my seducer, provided I would grant him
one consideration, which, he hoped, I should see no
reason to refuse. Had all the artifice ofhell been em-
ployed in composing a persuasive, it could not have

had a more instantaneous or favourable effect than
this discourse had upon me. I was transported with
a delirium of gloomy joy ; I hugged my companion
in my arms, and vowed, that if he would make good
his promise, my soul and body should be at his
disposal. The contract was made ; he devoted
himself to my revenge, undertook to murder Lo-
thario that very night, and to bring me an account
of his death before morning. Accordingly, about
two of the clock, he was introduced into my chamber,
and assured me my perfidious lover was no more

;

that, although he was not entitled to such an honour-
able proceeding, he had fairly challenged him to
the field, where he upbraided him with his treachery
towards me, for whom, he told me, his sword was
drawn, and after a few passes left him weltering in
his blood. I was so savaged by my wrongs that I
delighted in the recital of this adventure, made him
repeat the particulars, feasted my eyes with the
blood that remained on his clothes and sword, and
yielded up my body as a recompense for the service
he had done me. My imagination was so engrossed
with these ideas, that in my sleep I dreamed Lothario
appeared before me, pale, mangled, and bloody,
blamed my rashness, protested his innocence, and
pleaded his own cause so pathetically, that I was
convinced of his fidelity, and waked in a fit of hor-
ror and remorse. My bedfellow endeavoured to
sooth, console, and persuade me that I had but
barely done justice to myself. I dropped asleep
again, and the same apparition returned to my fancy.
In short, I passed the night in great misery, and
looked upon my avenger with such abhorrence,
that in the morning, perceiving my aversion, he
insinuated there was still a possibility of Lothario's
recovery ; it was true he left him wounded on the
ground, but not quite dead ; and perhaps his hurts
might not be mortal. At these words I started up,
hade him fly for intelligence, and, if he could not
bring me tidings of Lothario's safety, at least con-
sult his own, and never return, for I was resolved
to surrender myself to justice, and declare all that
I knew of the affair, that, if possible, I might ex-
piate my own guilt, by incurring the rigours of a
sincere repentance and ignominious death. He
very coolly represented the unreasonableness of my
prejudice against him, who had done nothing but
what his love of me inspired, and honour justified

;

that now he had, at the risk of his life, been sub-
servient to my revenge, I was about to discard him
as an infamous agent occasionally necessary ; and
that, even if he should be so lucky as to bring news
of Lothario's safety, it was probable my former re-
sentment might revive, and I would upbraid him
of having failed in his undertaking. I assured him
that, on the contrary, he should be dearer to me
than ever, as I then should be convinced he acted
more on the principles of a man of honour than on
those of a mercenary assassin, and scorned to take
away the life of an adversary, how inveterate
soever, which fortune had put in his power. "Well,
then, madam," said he, "whatever may have hap-
pened, I shall find it no difficult matter to acquit
myself in point of honour." And took his leave,
in order to inquire into the consequences of his
duel. I was now more sensible than ever of the
degrees of guilt and misery ; all the affliction I had
suffered hitherto was owing to my own credidity
and weakness, and my conscience could not accuse
me of venial crimes ; but now that I looked upon
myself as a murderer, it is impossible to express
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the terrors of my imagination, which was inces-

santly haunted by the image of the deceased, and

my hosom stung with the most exquisite agonies,

of which I saw no end. At length Horatio (tor so

I shall call mv keeper) returned, and, telling me I

had nothing to fear, delivered into my hands a

billet containing these words :

« Madam,—As I understand it is of consequence to your

peace I take this liberty to inform you, that the wounds re-

ceived from Horatio are not mortal. This satisfaction my
humanity could not deny, even to a person who has endea-

voured to disturb the repose, as well as destroy the life ot
" Lothario.

Being well acquainted with this hand, I had no

reason fo suspect an imposition in this letter, which

I read over in a transport of joy, and caressed

Horatio so much that he appeared the happiest man

alive. Thus was I won from despair by the menaces

of a greater misfortune than that which depressed

me. Griefs are like usurpers, the most powerfid

deposes all the rest. But my raptures were not

lasting ; that very letter which, in a manner, re-

established mv tranquillity, in a little time banished

my peace. His unjust reproaches, while they waked

my resentment, recalled my former happiness, and

filled my sold with rage and sorrow. Horatio,

perceiving the situation of my mind, endeavoured

to divert my chagrin, by treating me with all the

amusements and entertainments of the town. I

was gratified with every indulgence I could desira,

introduced into the company of other kept mis-

tresses, by whom uncommon deference was paid to

me ; and I began to lose all remembrance of my
former condition, when an accident brought it back

to my view, with all its interesting circumstances.

Diverting myself one day with some newspapers,

which I had "not before perused, the following ad-

vertisement attracted my attention :

—

" Whereas, a young gentlewoman disappeared

from her father's house, in the county of ,

about the end of September, on account, as is sup-

posed, of some uneasiness of mind, and has not been

as yet heard of. Whoever will give any information

about her to Mr, , of Gray's Inn, shall be hand-

somely rewarded ; or if she will return to the arms

of her disconsolate parent, she will be received

with the utmost tenderness, whatever reason she

may have to think otherwise, and may be the means

of prolonging the life of a father, already weighed

down almost to the grave with age and sorrow."

This pathetic remonstrance had such an effect

on me, that I was fully resolved to return, like the

prodigal son, and implore the forgiveness of him

who gave me life ; but, alas ! upon inquiry, I found

he had paid his debt to nature a month before,

lamenting my absence to his last hour, having left

his fortune to a stranger, as a mark of his resent-

ment of my unkind and undutiful behaviour. Pene-

trated with remorse on this occasion, I sunk into the

most profound melancholy, and considered myself as

the immediate cause of his death. I lost all relish for

company, and indeed most of my acquaintance no

sooner perceived my change of temper than they

abandoned me. Horatio, disgusted at my insensi-

bility, or, which is more probable, cloyed with pos-

session, became colder and colder every day, till at

last he left me altogether, without making any

apology for his conduct, or securing me against the

miseries of want, as a man of honour ought to have

done, considering the share he had in my ruin;

for I afterwards learned that the quarrel between

Lothario and him was a story trumped up to rid the

one of my importunities, and give the other the

enjoyment of my person, which, it seems, he lusted

after, upon seeing me at the house of my seducer.

Reduced to this extremity, I cursed my simplicity;

uttered horrid imprecations against the treachery

of Horatio; and, as I became every day more

familiarized to the loss of innocence, resolved to be

revenged on the sex in general, by practising their

own arts upon themselves. Nor was an oppor-

tunity long wanting ; an old gentlewoman, under

pretence of sympathizing, visited me, and, after

having condoled me on my misfortunes, and pro-

fessed a disinterested friendship, began to display

the art of her occupation in encomiums on my
beauty, and invectives against the wretch who had

forsaken me ;
insinuating withal, that it would be

my own fault if I did not still make my fortune by

the extraordinary qualifications with which nature

had endowed me. I soon understood her drift, and

gave her such encouragement to explain herself,

that we came to an agreement immediately to di-

vide the profits of my prostitution accruing from

such gallants as she should introduce to my ac-

quaintance. The first stroke of my dissimulation

was practised upon a certain judge, to whom I was

recommended by this matron as an innocent crea-

ture just arrived from the country. He was so

transported with my appearance and feigned sim-

plicity, that he paid a hundred guineas for the pos-

session of me for one night only, during which I

behaved in such a manner as to make him per-

fectly well pleased with his purchase.

CHAPTER XXIII.

She is interrupted by a Bailiff, who arrests and carries her to

the Marshalsea— I accompany her—Bring Witnesses to

prove she is not the person named in the Writ—The Bai-

liff is fain to give her a Present, and discharge her—\\ e

shift our Lodging—She resumes her Story, and ends it—

My Reflections thereupon—She makes me acquainted with

the Progress of a Common Woman of the Town—Resolves

to quit that way of life.

Her story was here interrupted by a rap at the door,

which I no sooner opened, than three or four ter-

rible fellows rushed in, one of whom accosted my
fellow-lodger thus : " Madam, your servant, you

must do me the favour to come along with me—I

have got a writ against you." While the bailifl,

for so he was, spoke thus, his followers surrounded

the prisoner, and began to handle her very roughly.

This treatment incensed me so much, that I snatch-

ed up the poker, and would certainly have used it

in defence of the lady, without any regard to the

stren<nh and number of her adversaries, had she

not begged me, with a composure of countenance

for which I could not account, to use no violence

in her behalf, which could be of no service to her,

but mi^ht be very detrimental to myself. "hen,

turning to the leader of this formidable troop, she

desired to see the writ, and having perused it, said,

with a faltering voice, " lam not the person whose

name is here mentioned ; arrest me at your peril.

"Ay ay madam," replied the catchpole, " we shall

prove your identity. In the mean time, whether

will you be pleased to be carried to my house, OT

to jail ?" " If I must be confined," said she, I

would rather be in your house than in a common

jail" "Well, well," answered he, " if you have
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money enough m your pocket, you shall be enter-
tamed like a princess." But when she acquaintedhim with her poverty, he swore he never Rave cre-
dit, and ordered one of his myrmidons to call a

w5?P 1°
Carr

? her t0 the Marshalsea at once.
While they waited for the convenience, she tookme aside and bade me be under no concern on her
account^ for she knew how to extricate herself from
tnis difficulty very soon, and, perhaps, gain some-
thing by the occasion. Although her discourse wasa mystery to me, I was very well pleased with her
assurance, and when the coach came to the door
ottered to accompany her to prison

; to which pro-
posal, after much entreaty, she consented. Whenwe arrived at the gate of the Marshalsea, our con-
ductor alighted, and having demanded entrance,
presented the writ to the turnkey, who no sooner^
perceived he name of Elizabeth Gary, than he cried,
All hah! my old acquaintance, Belt!—I am glad tosee thee with all my heart." So saying, he opened

the coach door, and helped her to dismount
; butwhen he observed her face, he started back, saying

Zounds! who have we got here?" The bailiff
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cent person is safe, since an officer of justice, out of
malice, private pique, or mistake, may injure and
oppress the subject with impunity. But, thank
heaven, I live under the protection of laws that will
not suffer such insults to pass unpunished, and Iknow very well how to procure redress." Mr Vul-
ture, (for that was the bailiffs name,) finding he had
to deal with one who would not be imposed upon
began to look very sullen and perplexed, and lean-
ing his forehead on his hand, entered into a delibe-
ration with himself, which lasted a few minutes, and
then broke out m a volley of dreadful curses against
he old b—ch, our landlady, as he called her, for
having misinformed him. After much wrangling
and swearing, the matter was referred to the deci-
sion of the turnkey, who. calling for the other bottle,
mulcted the bailiff in all the liquor that had been
drank, coach-hire, and a couple of guineas, for the
use of the plaintiff. The money was immediately
deposited

;
Miss Williams gratified the two evidences

with one half, and, putting the other in her pocket
drove home with me, leaving the catchpole grum-
bling over his loss, yet pleased in the main, for
having so cheaply got clear of a business that might
have cost him ten times the sum, and his place to
boot. I his guinea was a very seasonable relief to
us, who were reduced to great necessity, six of my
shirts, and almost all my clothes, except those onmy back, having been either pawned or sold for
our maintenance before this happened. As we re-
sented the behaviour of our landlady, our first care
was to provide ourselves with another lodging
whither we removed the next day, with an intention
to keep ourselves as retired as possible, until our
cure should be completed. When we were fixed in
our new habitation, I entreated her to finish the
story of her life, which she pursued in this manner •

The success of our experiment on the judge
encouraged us to practise the same deceit on others'
and my virginity was five times sold to good pur-
pose. But this harvest lasted not long, my charac-
ter taking air, and my directress deserting me for
some new game. Then I took lodgings near Cha-
ring Cross, at two guineas per week, and began to
entertain company in a public manner

; but my
income being too small to defray my expense Iwas obliged to retrench, and enter into articles
with the porters of certain taverns, who undertook
to find employment enough for me, provided Iwould share my profits with them. Accordingly Iwas almost every night engaged with companyamong whom I was exposed to every mortification,
danger, and abuse, that flow from drunkenness
brutality, and disease. How miserable is the con-
dition of a courtezan, whose business it is to soothe
suffer, and obey the dictates of rage, insolence and
lust

.
As my spirit was not sufficiently humbled to

the will nor my temper calculated for the con-
versation of my gallants, it was impossible for me
to overcome an aversion I felt for my profession,
which manifested itself in a settled gloom on my
countenance, and disgusted those sons of mirth andnot so much, that I was frequently used in a shock-
ing manner, and kicked down stairs with disgracefhe messengers seeing me disagreeable to their
benefactors and employers, seldom troubled me
J

i h a call, and I began to find myself almost to-
tally neglected. To contribute towards my support
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the best part of my clothes
; and I was one evening
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musing by myself on the misery before me, when

I received a message from a bagnio, whither I

repaired in a chair, and was introduced to a gen-

tleman dressed like an officer, with whom I supped

in a sumptuous manner, and, after drinking a hearty

glass of champagne, went to bed. In the morn-

ing, when I awoke, I found my gallant had got up,

and, drawing aside the curtain, co\dd not perceive

him in the room. This circumstance gave me some

uneasiness ; but as he might have retired on some

necessary occasion, I waited a full hour for his re-

turn, and then in the greatest perplexity rose up,

and rang the bell. When the waiter came to the

door he found it locked, and desired admittance,

which I granted, after observing, with great sur-

prise, that the key remained on the inside, as when

we went to bed. I no sooner inquired for the cap-

tain, than the fellow, staring with a distracted look,

cried, " How, madam ! is he not a-bed ?" And
when he was satisfied as to that particular, ran into

a closet adjoining to the chamber, the window of

which he found open. Through this the adven-

turer had got upon a wall, from whence he dropped

down into a court, and escaped, leaving me to be

answerable, not only for the reckoning, but also for

a large silver tankard and posset bowl, which he

had carried off with him. It is impossible to de-

scribe the consternation I was under, when I saw

myself detained as a thief "s accomplice ; for I was

looked upon in that light, and carried before a jus-

tice, who, mistaking my confusion for a sign of

guilt, committed me, after a short examination, to

Bridewell, having advised me, as the only means to

save my life, to turn evidence, and impeach my
confederate. I now concluded the vengeance of

Heaven had overtaken me, and that I must soon

finish my career by an ignominious death. This

reflection sunk so deep into my soul, that I was for

some days deprived of my reason, and actually be-

lieved myself in hell, tormented by fiends : indeed,

there needs not a verv extravagant imagination to

form that idea ;
for, of all the scenes on earth, that

of Bridewell approaches nearest the notion I had

always entertained of the infernal regions. Here I

saw nothing but rage, anguish, and impiety ;
and

heard nothing but groans, curses, and blasphemy.

In the midst of this hellish crew, I was subjected

to the tyranny of a barbarian, who imposed upon

me tasks that I could not possibly perform, and

then punished my incapacity with the utmost ri-

gour and inhumanity. I was often whipped into a

swoon, and lashed out of it, during which miserable

intervals I was robbed by my fellow-prisoners of

every thing about me, even to my cap, shoes, and

stockings : I was not only destitute of necessaries,

but even of food ; so that my wretchedness was ex-

treme. Not one of my acquaintance, to whom I

imparted my situation," would grant me the least

succour or regard, on pretence of my being com-

mitted for theft ; and my landlord refused to part

with some of my own clothes, which 1 sent for, be-

cause I was indebted to him for a week's lodging.

Overwhelmed with calamity, I grew desperate, and

resolved to put an end to my grievances and life

together : for this purpose I got up in the middle of

the night, when I thought every body around me
asleep ; and fixing one end of my handkerchief to

a large hook in the ceiling, that supported the

scales on which the hemp is weighed, I stood upon

a chair, and making a noose on the other end, put

my neck into it, with an intention to hang myself;

but before I could adjust the knot, I was surprised

and prevented by two women who had been awake

all the while, and suspected my design. In the

morning my attempt was published among the pri-

soners, and punished with thirty stripes ; the pain

of which co-operating with my disappointment and

disgrace, bereft me of my senses, and threw me
into an ecstasy of madness, during which I tore the

flesh from my bones with my teeth, and dashed

my head against the pavement ; so that they were

obliged to set a watch over me, to restrain me from

doing further mischief to myself and others. This

fit of frenzv continued three days, at the end of

which I grew calm and sullen ;
but, as the desire of

making away with myself still remained, I came to

a determination of starving myself to death, and

with that view refused all sustenance. "Whether it

was owing to the want of opposition, or to the

weakness of nature, I know not, but on the second

day of my fast, I found my resolution considerably

impairedi and the calls of hunger almost insupport-

able. At this critical conjuncture, a lady was

brought into the prison, with whom I had con-

tracted an acquaintance while I lived with Hora-

tio : she was then on the same footing as I was, but

afterwards quarrelling with her gallant, and not

finding another to her mind, altered her scheme of

life, and set up her coffee-house among the hundreds

of Drury, where she entertained gentlemen with

claret, arrack, and the choice of half a dozen of

damsels, who lived in her house. This serviceable

matron having neglected to gratify a certain justice

for the connivance she enjoyed, was indicted at the

quarter sessions, in consequence of which her bevy

was dispersed, and herself committed to Bridewell.

She had not been long there, before she learned my
disaster, and coming up to me, after a compliment

of condolence, inquired into the particulars of my
fate. While we were engaged in discourse toge-

ther, the master came and told me, that the fellow

on whose account I had suffered, was taken ;
that

he had confessed the theft, and cleared me of any

concern in the affair; for which reason, he, the

master, had orders to discharge me; and that I

was from that moment free. This piece of news

soon banished all thoughts of death, and had such

an instantaneous effect on my countenance, that

Mrs. Coupler (the lady then present), hoping to

find her account in me, very generously offered to

furnish me with what necessaries I wanted, and

take me into her own house, as soon as she should

compromise matters with the justices. The con-

ditions of her offer were, that I should pay three

guineas weekly for my board, and a reasonable

consideration besides for the use of such clothes

and ornaments as she should supply me with, to be

deducted from the first profits of my embraces.

These were hard terms ; but not to be rejected by

one who was turned out helpless and naked into the

wide world, without a friend to pity or assist her.

I therefore embraced her proposal ; and she being

bailed in a few hours, took me home with her in a

coach. As I was by this time conscious of having

formerly disgusted "my admirers by my reserved

and haughtv behaviour, I now endeavoured to con-

quer that disposition ; and the sudden change of

my fortune giving me a flow of spirits, I appeared

in the most winning and gay manner I could as-

sume. Having the advantage of a good voice and

education, I exerted my talents to the uttermost,

and soon became the favourite with all company



I hi., success alarmed the pride and jealousy ofMrs. Coupler, who could not bear the thoughts ofbeing eclipsed
: she therefore made a merit of herenvy, and whispered among the customers that Iwas unsound. There needed no more to ruin my

reputation, and blast my prosperity; every bodyshunned me with marks of aversion and disdain

;

and, ln a very short time, I was as solitary as everW ant of gallants was attended with want of money
to satisfy my malicious landlady, who, having pur-
posely g.ven me credit to the amount of ele'ven
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prosecutrix, far less to pay the debt. They evenlaughed at my tears
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rich heiress just arrived from the country This
report brought a swarm of gay young fellows aboutme

j
but I soon found them out to be all indigent

adventurers like myself, who crowded to me likecrows to a carrion, with a view of preying upon my
fortune. I maintained, however, the appearance of
wealth as long as possible, in hopes of gaining some
admirer more for my purpose; and at length at-
tracted the regard of one who would have satisfiedmy wishes

;
and managed matters so well, that aday was actually fixed for our nuptials. In the in-

terim he begged leave to introduce an intimate
fi end to me; which request I could not refuse.
1 had the extreme mortification and surprise to seenext night, in that friend, my old keeper, Horatio;who no sooner beheld me, than he changed colour-
but had presence of mind to advance, and salute me
bidding me, with a low voice, be under no appre-
hension, for he would not expose me. In spite of
this assurance, I coidd not recover myself so far as
to entertain them, but withdrew to my chamber on
pretence of a severe headache, to the no small con-
cern ofmy adorer, who took his leave in the tenderest
manner, and went off with his friend
Having imparted my situation to my companion,

she found it high time for us to decamp, and that
without any noise, because we were not only in-
debted to our landlady, but also to several tradesmenm the neighbourhood. Our retreat, therefore, wis
concerted and executed in this manner ;—havin-
packed up all our clothes and movables in small
parcels, she, on pretence of fetching cordials for me,
carried them, at several times, to the house of au
acquaintance, where she likewise procured a lodging,
to which we retired in the middle of the night
when every other body in the house was asleep. Iwas now obliged to aim at lower game, and accord-
ingly spread my nets among tradespeople ; but found
them all too phlegmatic or cautious for my art and
attractions; till at last I became acquainted with
you on whom I practised all my dexterity; not that
I believed you had any fortune, or expectation of
one, but that I might transfer the burden of such
debts as I had incurred, or should contract, from
myseU to another

; and at the same time avenge
myself of your sex, by rendering miserable one who
bore such a resemblance to the wretch who ruinedme

j but Heaven preserved you from my snares,
by the discovery you made, which was owing to the
negligence of my maid in leaving the chamber door
umocked, when she went to buy sugar for breakfast.
I he person in bed with me was a gentleman, whom
had allure <l the night before, as he walked home-

ward, pretty much elevated with liquor; for by this
time my condition was so low, that I was forced to
turn out m the twilight in the streets, in hopes of
prey. When I found myself detected and forsaken
by you, I was fain to move my lodging, and dwelltwo pair of stairs higher than before. My companion,
being disappointed in her expectations, left me, to
trade upon her own bottom, and I had no other re-
source than to venture forth like the owls in the
dark, to pick up a precarious and uncomfortable
subsistence. I have often sauntered between Lud-
gate Hill and Charing Cross a whole winter night
exposed not only to the inclemency of the weather'
but hkewise to the rage of hunger and thirst, with-
out being so happy as to meet with one cully ; then
creep up to my garret in a deplorable draggled con-
dition, sneak to bed, and try to bury my° appetiteand sorrows in sleep. When I lighted on some rake

E2
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or tradesman reeling home drunk, I frequently

suffered the most brutal treatment, in spite of which

I was obliged to affect gaiety and good humour,

though my soul was stung with resentment and dis-

dain, and my heart loaded with grief and affliction.

In the course of these nocturnal adventures, I was

infected with the disease, that, in a short time, ren-

dered me the object of my own abhorrence, and

drove me to the retreat, where your benevolence

rescued me from the jaws of death.

So much candour and good sense appeared in this

lady's narration, that I made no scruple of belie ving

every syllable of what she said ; and expressed my

astonishment at the variety of miseries she had un-

dergone in so little time ; for all her misfortunes had

happened within the compass of two years. 1 com-

pared her situation with my own, and found it a.

thousand times more wretched. I had endured

hardships, 'tis true ;
my whole life had been a series

of such j and when I looked forward, the prospect

was not much bettered ; but then they were become

habitual to me, and consequently I could bear them

with less difficulty. If one scheme of life should

not succeed, I could have recourse to another, and

so to a third, veering about to a thousand different

shifts, according to the emergencies ofmy fate, with-

out forfeiting the dignity of my character beyond

a power of retrieving it, or subjecting myselfwholly

to the caprice and barbarity of the world. On the

other hand, she had known and relished the sweets

of prosperity ; she had been brought up under the

wings of an indulgent parent, in all the delicacies

to which her sex and rank entitled her ;
and with-

out any extravagance of hope, entertained herse 1

with the view of uninterrupted happiness through

the whole scene of- life. How fatal then, how tor-

menting, how intolerable must her reverse of for-

tune be ! a reverse that not only robs her of these

external comforts, and plunges her into all the

miseries of want, but also murders her peace of

mind, and entails upon her the curse of eternal in-

famy! Of all professions, I pronounce that of a

courtezan the most deplorable, and her of all courte-

zans the most unhappy. She allowed my observation

to be just in the main, but at the same time affirmed,

that, notwithstanding the disgraces which had fallen

to her share, she had not been so unlucky m the

condition of a prostitute, as many others of the same

community. " I have often seen," said she, " while

I strolled about the streets at midnight, a number

of naked wretches reduced to rags and filth, huddled

together like swine, in the corner of a dark alley ;

some of whom, but eighteen months before, I had

known the favourites of the town, rolling in affluence-

and glittering in all the pomp of equipage and dress

And indeed the gradation is easily conceived. The

most fashionable woman of the town is as liable to

contagion as one in a much humbler sphere ;
she

infects her admirers, her situation is public ; she is

avoided, neglected, unable to support her usual ap-

pearance, which however she strives to maintain as

long as possible ; her credit fails ; she is obliged to

retrench, and become a night-walker ; her malady

gains ground ; she tampers with her constitution,

and ruins it; her complexion fades; she grows

nauseous to everybody ; finds herself reduced to a

starving condition ; is tempted to pick pockets ;
is

detected; committed to Newgate, where she remains

in a miserable condition till she is discharged, be-

cause the plaintiff will not appear to prosecute her

Nobody will afford her lodgings ; the symptoms of

her distemper are grown outrageous ; she sues to be

admitted into an hospital, where she is cured at the

expense of her nose ; she is turned out naked into

the streets, depends upon the addresses of the lowest

class, is fain to allay the rage of hunger and cold with

gin • degenerates into a brutal insensibility, rots and

dies upon a dunghill. Miserable wretch that lam!

perhaps the same horrors are decreed for me! No,

cried she, after some pause, "I shall never live to such

extremity of distress ! my own hand shall open a way

for my deliverance, before I arrive at that forlorn

period'" Her condition filled me with sympathy

and compassion ; I revered her qualifications, looked

upon her as unfortunate, not criminal, and attended

her with such care and success, that, in less than

two months, her health, as well as my own, was per-

fectly re-established. As we often conferred upon

our mutual affairs, and interchanged advice, a thou-

sand different projects were formed, which, upon

further canvassing, appeared impracticable. W e

woidd have gladly gone to service ;
but who would

take us in without recommendation ? At length an

expedient occurred to her, of which she intended to

lay hold ; and this was to procure, with the first

money she should earn, the homely garb of a country

wench, go to some village at a good distance from

town, and come up in a waggon, as a fresh girl tor

service ; by which means she might be provided

for in a manner much more suitable to her inclina-

tion than her present way of life.

CHAPTER XXIV.

I am reduced to great Misery-Assaulted on Tower-hill by a

Press-gang, who put me on board a Tender—My usage

there_My arrival on board of the Thunder Man of War,

where I am put in Irons, and afterwards released by the

good offices of Mr. Thomson, who recommends me as

Assistant to the Surgeon-He relates his own Story, and

makes me acquainted with the Characters of the Captain,

Surgeon, and First Mate.

I applauded the resolution of Miss Williams, who,

a few days after, was hired in quality of bar-keeper,

by one of the ladies who had witnessed m her be-

half at the Marshalsea, and who since that time

had got credit with a wine merchant, whose fa-

vourite she was, to set up a convenient house of

her own. Thither my fellow-lodger repaired, after

having taken leave of me with a torrent of tears,

and a thousand protestations of eternal gratitude;

assuring me, she would remain in this situation no

longer than she should pick up money sufficient to

puUier other design in execution.

As for my own part, I saw no resource but the

army or navy, between which I hesitated so long,

that I found myself reduced to a starving condition.

My spirit began to accommodate itself to my beg-

garly fate, and I became so mean as to go down

towards Wapping, with an intention to inquire for

an old schoolfellow, who, I understood, had got the

command of a small coasting vessel, then m the

river, and implore his assistance. But my destiny

prevented this abject piece of behaviour; for, as I

crossed Tower-wharf, a squat tawny fellow, with a

hanger by his side, and a cudgel in his hand, came

up to me, calling, "Yo, ho! brother, you must

come along with me." As I did not like Ins ap§

pearance, instead of answering his salutation, 1

quickened my pace, in hope of ridding myself ot

his company ;
upon which he whistled aloud, and
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immediately another sailor appeared before me, who
laid hold of me by the collar, and began to drag me
along. Not being of a humour to relish such treat-

ment, I disengaged myself of the assailant, and with
one blow of my cudgel, laid him motionless on the
ground; and perceiving myself surrounded in a trice,

by ten or a dozen more, exerted myself with such
dexterity and success, that some of my opponents
were fain to attack me with drawn cutlasses

;
and,

after an obstinate engagement, in which I received
a large wound on my head, and another on my left

cheek, I was disarmed, taken prisoner, and carried
on board a pressing tender, where, after being
pinioned like a malefactor, I was thrust down into
the hold among a parcel of miserable wretches, the
sight of whom well nigh distracted me. As the
commanding officer had not humanity enough to
order my wounds to be dressed, and I could not use
my own hands, I desired one of my fellow captives,
who was unfettered, to take a handkerchief out of
my pocket, and tie it round my head to stop the
bleeding. He pulled out my handkerchief, 'tis true

;

but, instead of apply it to the use for which I de-
signed it, went to the grating of the hatchway, and
with astonishing composure, sold it before my face
to a bum-boat woman* then on board, for a quart
of gin, with which he treated my companions, re-
gardless of my circumstances and intreaties.

I complained bitterly of this robbery to the mid-
shipman on deck, telling him at the same time, that
unless my hurts were dressed, I should bleed to
death. But compassion was a weakness of which
no man could justly accuse this person, who, squirt-
ing a mouthful of dissolved tobacco upon me through
the gratings, told me, " I was a mutinous dog, and
that I might die and be d— d." Finding there
was no other remedy, I appealed to patience, and
kid up this usage in my memory, to be recalled at a
fitter season. In the mean time, loss of blood,
vexation, and want of food, contributed, with the
noisome stench of the place, to throw me into a
swoon

; out of which I was recovered by a tweak
of the nose, administered by the tar who stood
sentinel over us, who at the same time regaled me
with a draught of flip, and comforted me with the
hopes of being put on board the Thunder next day,
where I should be freed of my handcuffs, and cured
of my wounds by the doctor. I no sooner heard
him name the Thunder, than I asked if he had
belonged to that ship long ? and he giving me to
understand, he had belonged to her five years, I
inquired if he knew Lieutenant Bowling ? " Know
Lieutenant Bowling," said he,— " odds my life ! and
that I do ! and a good seamen he is, as ever stepp'd
upon

^
forecastle,—and a brave fellow as ever

crack'd bisket ;—none of your Guinea pigs,—nor
your fresh-water, wishy-washy, fair-weather fowls.
Many a taught gale of wind has honest Tom Bowl-
ing and I weathered together. Here's his health
with all my heart, wherever he is, aloft or alow

—

in heaven or in hell—all's one for that—he needs
not be ashamed to show himself." I was so much
affected with this eulogium, that I could not refrain
from telling him that I was Lieutenant Bowling's
kinsman ; in consequence of which connexion he
expressed an inclination to serve me, and, when he
was relieved, brought some cold boiled beef in a
platter, and biscuit, on which we supped plentifully,

* A bum-boat woman is one who sells bread, cheese, greens,
liquor, and fresh provisions to the sailors, in a small boat that
lies along-side the ship.

and afterwards drank another can of flip together.
While we were thus engaged, he recounted a great
many exploits of my uncle, who, I found, was very
much beloved by the ship's company, and pitied for
the misfortune that had happened to him in His-
paniola, which I was very glad to be informed was
not so great as I imagined j for Captain Oakum
had recovered of his wounds, and actually at that
time commanded the ship. Having, by accident,
in my pocket, my uncle's letter, written from Port
Louis, I gave it to my benefactor, whose name was
Jack Rattlin, for his perusal ; but honest Jack told
me frankly he could not read, and desired to know
the contents

; which I immediately communicated.
When he heard that part of it in which he says he
had writ to his landlord in Deal, he cried, " Body
o'me ! that was old Ben Block—he was dead before
the letter came to hand. Ey, ey, had Ben been
alive, Lieutenant Bowling would have had no oc-
casion to skulk so long. Honest Ben was the first

man that taught him to hand, reef, and steer.

—

Well, well, we must all die, that's certain,—we
must all come to port sooner or later—at sea, or on
shore

; we must be fast moored one day ; death's
like the best bower anchor, as the saying is, it will
bring us all up." I could not but signify my ap-
probation of the justness of Jack's reflections ; and
inquired into the occasion of the quarrel between
Captain Oakum and my uncle ; which he explained
in this manner :

" Captain Oakum, to be sure, is a
good man enough,—besides he's my commander ;

—

but what's that to me ?— I do my duty, and value
no man's anger of a rope's end.—Now the report
goes, as how he's a lord, or baron knight's brother,
whereby, d'ye see me, he carries a strait arm, and
keeps aloof from his officers, thof, may hap, they
may be as good men in the main as he. Now we
lying at anchor in Tuberoon bay, Lieutenant Bowl-
ing had the middle watch, and as he always kept a
good look out, he made, d'ye see, three lights in the
offing, whereby he ran down to the great cabin for
orders, and found the captain asleep

;
whereupon he

waked him, which put him in a main high passion,
and he swore woundily at the lieutenant, and
called him lousy Scotch son of a whore, (for I being
then sentinel in the steerage, heard all), and swab,
and lubber, whereby the lieutenant returned the
salute, and they jawed together, fore and aft, a good
spell, till at last the captain turned out, and laying
hold of a rattan, came athwart Mr. Bowling's
quarter

; whereby he told the captain, that, if he
was not his commander, he would heave him over-
board, and demanded satisfaction ashore

; whereby,
in the morning watch, the captain went ashore in
the pinnace, and afterwards the lieutenant carried
the cutter ashore ; and so they, leaving their boats'
crews on their oars, went away together ; and so,

d'ye see, in less than a quarter of an hour we heard
firing, whereby we made for the place, and found
the captain lying wounded on the beach, and so
brought him on board to the doctor, who cured him
in less than six weeks. But the lieutenant clapp"d
on all the sail he could bear, and had got far enow
a-head before we knew any thing of the matter ; so
that we could never after get sight of him, for which
wc were not sorry, because the captain was mainly
wroth, and would certainly have done him a mis-
chief ;—for he afterwards caused him to be run on
the ship's books, whereby he lost all his pay, and if

he should be taken, would be tried as a deserter."
This account of the captain's behaviour gave me
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no advantageous idea of his character ; and I could

not help lamenting my own fate, that had subjected

me to such a commander. However, making a

virtue of necessity, I put a good face on the matter,

and next dav was, with the other pressed men, put

on board of 'the Thunder, lying at the Nore. When
we came along-side, the mate who guarded us

thither, ordered my handcuffs to be taken off, that I

might get on board the easier. This circumstance

being perceived by some of the company, who stood

upon the gang-boards to see us enter, one of them

called to Jack Rattlin, who was busied in doing

this friendly office for me, " Hey, Jack, what New-

gate galley" have you boarded in the river as you

came along ? Have we not thieves enow among us

already ?" Another, observing my wounds, which

remained exposed to the air, told me that my seams

were uncaulked, and that I must be new payed. A
third, seeing my hair clotted together with blood,

as it were, into distinct cords, took notice, that my
bows were manned with the red ropes, instead of

my side. A fourth asked me, if I could not keep

my yards square without iron braces? And, m
short, a thousand witticisms of the same nature

were passed upon me befope I could get up the

ship's side. After we had been all entered upon

the ship's books, I inquired of one of my shipmates

where the surgeon was, that I might have my
wounds dressed, and had actually got as far as the

middle deck, (for our ship carried eighty guns,) m
my way to the cock-pit, when I was met by the

same midshipman who had used me so barbarously

in the tender. He, seeing me free from my chains,

asked, with an insolent air, who had released me ?

To this question I foolishly answered, with a coun-

tenance that too plainly declared the state of my
thoughts, " Whoever did it, I am persuaded did

not consult you in the affair." I had no sooner

uttered these words, than he cried, " D—n you,

\ ou saucy son of a bitch, I'll teach you to talk so

to your officer." So saying, he bestowed on me

several severe stripes with a supple-jack he had in

his hand ; and, going to the commanding officer,

made such a report of me, that I was immediately

put in irons by the master-at-arms, and a sentinel

placed over me. Honest Rattlin, as soon as he

heard of my condition, came to me, and adminis-

tered all the consolation he could, and then went

to the surgeon in my behalf, who sent one of his

mates to dress my wounds. This mate was no

other than my old friend Thomson, with whom
I became acquainted at the Navy Office, as before

mentioned. If I knew him at first sight, it was not

easy for him to recognise me, disfigured with blood

and dirt, and altered by the misery I had under-

gone. Unknown as I was to him, he surveyed me
with looks of compassion, and handled my sores

with great tenderness. When he had applied what

he thought proper, and was about to leave me, I

asked htm, if my misfortunes had disguised me so

much that he could not recollect my face? Upon

this address, he observed me with great earnestness

for some time, and at length protested he could not

recollect one feature of my countenance. To keep

him no longer in suspense, I told him my name

;

which, when he heard, he embraced me with affec-

tion, and professed his sorrow in seeing me in such

a disagreeable situation. I made him acquainted

with my story ; and when he heard how inhumanly

I had been used in the tender, he left me abruptly,

assuring me I should see him again soon. I had

scarce time to wonder at his sudden departure,

when the master-at-arms came to the place of my
confinement, and bade me follow him to the quar-

ter-deck, where I was examined by the first lieu-

tenant, who commanded the ship in the absence of

the captain, touching the treatment I had received

in the tender from my friend the midshipman, who

was present to confront me. I recounted the par-

ticulars of his behaviour to me, not only in the ten-

der, but since my being on board the ship, part of

which being proved by the evidence of Jack Rattlin

and others, who had "no great devotion for my op-

pressor, I was discharged from confinement, to

make way for him, who was delivered to the mas-

ter-at-arms to take his turn in the bilboes. And

this was not the only satisfaction I enjoyed ;
tor I

was, at the request of the surgeon, exempted from

all other duty than that of assisting his mates in

making and administering medicines to the sick.

This good office I owed to the friendship of Mr.

Thomson, who had represented me in such a fa-

vourable light to the surgeon, that he demanded me

of the lieutenant to supply the place of his third

mate, who was lately dead. When I had obtained

this favour, my friend Thomson carried me down

to the cockpit, which is the place allotted for the

habitation of the surgeon's mates ; and when he

had shown me their berth, as he called it, 1 was

filled with astonishment and horror. W e descended

by divers ladders to a space as dark as a dungeon,

which I understood was immersed several feet un-

der water, being immediately above the hold. I had

no sooner approached this dismal gulf, than my

nose was saluted with an intolerable stench of pu-

trified cheese and rancid butter, that issued from

an apartment at the foot of the ladder, resembling

a chandler's shop, where, by the faint glimmering

of a candle, I could perceive a man with a pale

meagre countenance, sitting behind a kind of desk,

having spectacles on his nose, and a pen in his

hand This, I learned of Mr. Thomson, was the

ship's steward, who sat there to distribute provision

to the several messes, and to mark what each re-

ceived. He therefore presented my name to him,

and desired I might be entered in his mess; then,

taking a light in his hand, conducted me to the

place of his residence, which was a square of about

six feet, surrounded with the medicine chest, that

of the first mate, his own, and a board, by way ot

table, fastened to the after powder-room; it was

also enclosed with canvass, nailed round to the

beams of the ship, to screen us from the cold, as

well as from the view of the midshipmen and quar-

ter-masters, who lodged within the cable-tiers on

each side of us. In this gloomy mansion, he enter-

tained me with some cold salt pork, which he

brought from a sort of locker, fixed above the table

;

and, calling for the bov of the mess, sent for a can

of beer, of which he made exce'lent flip to crown

the banquet. By this time I began to recover my

spirits, which had been exceedingly depressed by

the appearance of every thing about me, and could

no longer refrain from asking the particulars ot

Mr Thomson's fortune, since I had seen him .n

London. He told me, that, being disappointed m
his expectations of borrowing money to gratify the

rapacious secretary at the Navy Office, he found

himself utterly unable to subsist any longer m
town, and had actually offered his service m quality

of mate to the surgeon of a merchant s ship bound

to Guinea, on the slaving trade ;
when, one morning.
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a young fellow, of whom he had some acquaintance,

came to his lodgings, and informed him, that he
had seen a warrant made out in his name at the

Navy Office, for surgeon's second mate of a third

rate. This unexpected piece of good news he coidd
scarcely believe to be true, more especially as he
had been found qualified at Surgeon's Hall for third

mate only
; but, that he might not be wanting to

himself, he went thither to be assured, and actually

found it so. Whereupon, demanding his warrant,

it was delivered to him, and the oaths administered
immediately. That very afternoon he went to

Gravesend in the tilt-boat, from whence he took a
place in the tide-coach for Rochester ; next morn-
ing, got on board the Thunder, for which he was
appointed, then lying in the harbour at Chatham

;

and the same day was mustered by the clerk of the
cheque. And well it was for him that such expe-
dition was used

;
for, in less than twelve hours after

his arrival, another William Thomson came on
board, affirming that he was the person for whom
the warrant was expedited, and that the other was
an impostor. My friend was grievously alarmed
at this accident—the more so, as his namesake had
very much the advantage over him both in assurance
and dress. However, to acquit himself of the sus-
picion of imposture, he produced several letters,

written from Scotland to him in that name, and
recollecting that his indentures were in a box on
board, he brought them up, and convinced all pre-
sent that he had not assumed a name which did not
belong to him. His competitor, enraged that they
should hesitate in doing him justice, (for, to be sure,
the warrant had been designed for him,) behaved
with so much indecent heat, that the commanding
officer, who was the same gentleman I had seen,
and the surgeon, were offended at his presumption,
and, making a point of it with their friends in town,
in less than a week got the first confirmed in his
station. " I have been on board," said he, " ever
since, and, as this way of life is become familiar to
me, have no cause to complain of my situation. The
surgeon is a good-natured indolent man ; the first

mate, who is now on shore on duty, is, indeed, a
little proud and choleric, as all Welshmen are, but,
in the main, a friendly honest fellow. The lieu-

tenants I have no concern with ; and as for the
captain, he is too much of a gentleman to know a
surgeon's mate, even by sight."

CHAPTER XXV.
Tlie Behaviour of Mr. Morgan—His Pride, Displeasure, and

Generosity—The Economy of our Mess described—Thom-
son's further Friendship—The Nature of my Duty ex-

plained—The Situation of the Sick.

While he was thus discoursing to me, we heard a
voice on the cock-pit ladder pronounce with great
vehemence, in a strange dialect, " The devil and
his dam blow me from the top of Mounchdenny, if
I go to him before there is something in my pelly

;

let his nose be as yellow as saffron, or as plue as a
pell, look you, or green as a leek, 'tis all one." To
this declaration somebody answered, " So it seems
my poor messmate must part his cable for want of
a little assistance. His fore-top-sail is loose already;
and, besides, the doctor ordered you to overhaul
him ;^but I see you don't mind what your master
says." Here he was interrupted with, " Splunter

and oons! you lousy tog, who do you call my
master? get you gone to the doctor, and tell him
my birth, and education, and my abilities, and
moreover my behaviour is as good as his, or anv
shentleman's (no disparagement to him) in the
whole world. Got pless my soul ! does he think,
or conceive, or imagine, that I am a horse, or an
ass, or a goat, to trudge backwards and forwards,
and upwards and downwards, and by sea and by
land, at his will and pleasures? Go your ways,
you rapscallion, and tell Dr. Atkins, that I desire
and request that he will give a look to the tying
man, and order something for him if he be dead or
alive, and I will see him take it by and by, when
my craving stomach is satisfied, look you." At
this the other went away, saying, that if they would
serve him so when he was dying, by G—d, he
would be foul of them in the other world. Here
Mr. Thomson let me know that the person we heard
was Mr. Morgan, the first mate, who was just come
on board from the hospital, whither he had attended
some of the sick in the morning. At the same
time I saw him come into the berth. He was a
short thick man, with a face garnished with pimples,
a snub nose turned up at the end, an excessive
wide mouth, and little fiery eyes, surrounded with
skin puckered up in innumerable wrinkles. My
friend immediately made him acquainted with my
case ; when he regarded me with a very lofty look,
but without speaking, set down a bundle he had in
his hand, and approached the cupboard, which,
when he had opened, he exclaimed in a great
passion, " Cot is my life ! all the pork is gone, as I
am a Christian!" Thomson then gave him to
understand, that as I had been brought on board
haif famished, he could do no less than entertain
me with what was in the locker ; and the rather as
he had bid the steward enter me in the mess.
Whether this disappointment made Mr. Morgan
more peevish than usual, or he rather thought him-
self too little regarded by his fellow-mate, I know
not, but, after some pause, he went on in this
manner, " Mr. Thomson, perhaps you do not use
me with all the good manners, and complaisance,
and respect, look you, that becomes you, because
you have not vouchsafed to advise with me in this
affair. I have, in my time, look you, been a man
of some weight and substance, and consideration,
and have kept house and home, and paid scot and
lot, and the king's taxes ; ay, and maintained a
family to boot. And moreover, also, I am your
senior, and your elder, and your petter, Mr. Thom-
son." " My elder I'll allow you to be, but not my
better," cried Thomson with some heat. " Cot is

my Saviour, and witness too," said Morgan, with
great vehemence, " that I am more elder, and there-
fore more petter, by many years, than you." Fear-
ing this dispute might be attended with some bad
consequence, I interposed, and told Mr. Morgan I
was very sorry for having been the occasion of any
difference between him and the second mate ; and
that rather than cause the least breach in their good
understanding, I would eat my allowance by my-
self, or seek admission into some other company.
But Thomson, with more spirit than discretion, as
I thought, insisted upon my remaining where he
had appointed me

; and observed, that no man pos-
sessed of generosity and compassion woidd have
any objection to it, considering my birth and talents,
and the misfortunes I had of late so unjustlv under-
gone. This was touching Mr. Morgan on the right
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key -who protested -with great earnestness that he

had no objection to my being received m the mess;

but only complained that the ceremony of asking

his consent was not observed. "As tor a shentle-

man in distress," said he, shaking me by the hand,

» I lofe him as I lofe my own powels j
for, Got

heln me ' I have had vexations enough upon my

own pack." And, as I afterwards learned, in so

saving he spoke no more than what was true
;
tor

he had been once settled in a very good situation

in Glamorganshire, and was ruined by being se-

curity for an acquaintance. All differences being

composed, he untied his bundle, which consisted of

three bunches of onions, and a great lump of

Cheshire cheese, wrapped up m a handkerchief

;

and, taking some biscuit from the cupboard, fell to

with a keen appetite, inviting us to a share of the

repast When he had fed heartily on his homely

fare, he filled a large cup, made of a cocoa-nut

shell with brandy, and drinking it off, told us

" Prandy was the pest menstruum for onion and

sheese." His hunger being appeased, he began to

be in better humour ; and being inquisitive about

mv birth, no sooner understood that I was de-

scended of a good family, than he discovered a

particular good will to me on that account deducing

his own pedigree in a direct line from the famous

Caractacus, king of the Britons, who was first the

prisoner and afterwards the friend 01 Claudius

Ccesar Perceiving how much I was reduced in

point of linen, he made me a present of two good

ruffled shirts, which, with two more of check which

I received from Mr. Thomson, enabled me to appear

with decency. Meanwhile the sailor whom Mr.

Mor-an had sent to the doctor, brought a prescrip-

tion for his messmate, which, when the Welchman

had read, he got up to prepare it, and asked if the

man was " Tend or alive." » Dead !" replied Jack,

"if he was dead he would have no occasion for

doctor's stuff. No, thank God, death ha nt as yet

boarded him, but they have been yard arm and

yard arm these three glasses." "Are his eyes

open ?" continued the mate. " His starboard eye,

said the sailor, "is open, but fast jammed m his

head; and the haulyards of his under jaw have

given way." " Passion of my heart
!

'
cried Moi -

tan " the man is as pad as one would desire to be!

jjid you feel his pulses?" To this the other re-

plied with, " Anan ?" Upon which this Cambro-

Briton with great earnestness and huniamty,

ordered the taAo run to his messmate, and keep

him alive till he should come with the medicine,

" And then," said he, " you shall, Pe™fentu'-e,

pehold what you shall see." The poor fellow, with

Treat simplicity, ran to the place where the sick

man lay, but, in less than a minute, returned with

a woeful countenance, and told us his comrade had

struck. Morgan, hearing this, exclaimed, Mercy

pon my salvation '. why did you not stop him .11

I came?" " Stop him," said the other, "I hailed

him several times, but he was too far on his way

and the enemy had got possession of his close

nuarters ; so that he did not mind me. Well,

wel "
sa d he, "we all owe Heaven a tenth. Go

your ways, you raggamuffin and take an examp e,

md a warning, look you, and repent of your mis-

Lets* So saying, he pushed the seaman out of

th
m£he entertained us with reflections suitable

to this event, we heard the boatswain pipe to din-

ner -and immediately the boy belonging to our

mess ran to the locker, from whence he carried off

a large wooden platter, and in a few minutes re-

turned with it full of boiled peas, crying, Scala-

ne »
all the way as he came. The cloth, consisting

of a piece of an "old sail, was instantly laid, covered

with three plates, which, by the colour, I could with

difficulty discern to be metal, and as many spoons

of the same composition, two of which were cur-

tailed in the handles, and the other abridged in the

lip. Mr. Morgan himself enriched this mess with

a lump of salt butter, scooped from an old gallipot

and a handful of onions shorn, with some pounded

pepper. I was not very much tempted with the

abearance of this dish, of which, nevertheless,my

messmates ate heartily, advising me to follow their

example, as it was banyan-day, and we could ha.e

no meat till next noon. But 1 had already laid m
sufficient for the occasion ; and therefore desired to

be excused, expressing a curiosity to know the

meaning of banyan-day. They told me that on

Mondays, Wednesdays, and 1 ndays the ship

S

company had no allowance of meat and hat these

meagre days were called banyan-days, the reason

of which they did not know, but I have since

learned they take their denomination from a sect

of devotees in some parts of the East Indies, who

never taste flesh. , ,

After dinner, Thomson led me round the ship,

showed me the different parts, described their uses,

and, as far as he could, made me acquainted with

the particulars of the discipline and economy prac-

tised on board. He then demanded of the boat-

swain an hammock for me, which «s ma
very neat manner by my friend Jack Kattlm and

as I had no bed-clothes, procured credit for me

with the purser, for a mattrass and two b auk ts

At seven o'clock in the evening, Morgan visited the

sick and having ordered what was proper for each,

I assisted Thonfson in making up his prescriptions

:

but when I followed him with the medicines into

the sick berth or hospital, and observed the situa-

tions of the patients, I was much less surprised

th£ people should die on board, than that any sick

person should recover. Here I saw about fifty

Sable distempered wretches, suspended m rows

To huddled one iipon another, that not more than

fourteen inches space was allotted for each with hi

bed and bedding ; and deprived of the light of the

day, as well as of fresh air; breathing nothing but

a noisome atmosphere of the morbid steams ex

haling from their own excrements and diseased

bodies, devoured with vermin hatched in the faith

that surrounded them, and destitute of every con-

venience necessary for people in that helpless con-

dition.

CHAPTER XXVI.

A disagreeable Accident happens to me in the discharge of

Z Office-Morgan's Nose is offended-A D.alogue be-

tween him and the Ship's Steward-Upon"~^
find more causes of complaint than one-My Hai :» cut

off- Morgan's Cookery -The Manner or S eeping on

Bo.rd-1 am waked in the Night by a dreadful Noise.

I could not comprehend how it was possible for

he Attendants to come near those who hnng on thj

uside towards the sides of the ship in order to as

sist them, as they seemed barricadoed by those

who lav on the outside, and entirely out of the

reach of all visitation. Much less could I conceive
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how my friend Thomson would be able to ad-
minister clysters, that were ordered for some
in that situation ; when I saw him thrust his wig
in his pocket, and strip himself to his waistcoat
in a moment, then creep on all four under the
hammocks of the sick, and, forcing up his bare
pate between two, keep them asunder with one
shoulder, until he had done his duty. Eager to
•earn the service, I desired he -would give me leave
to perform the next operation of that kind ; and he
consenting, I undressed myself after his example,
and crawling along, the ship happened to roll ; this
motion alarming me, I laid hold of the first thing
that came within my grasp, with such violence, that
I overturned it, and soon found by the smell that
issued upon me, I had not unlocked a box of the
most delicious perfume : it was well for me that
my nose was none of the most delicate, else I know
not how I might have been atfected by this vapour,
which diffused itself all over the ship, to the utter
discomposure of every body who tarried on the
same deck

: neither was the consequence of this
disgrace confined to my sense of smelling only

;

for I felt my misfortunes more ways than one.
That I might not, however, appear altogether dis-
concerted in this my first essay, I got up, and
pushing my head with great force between two
hammocks, towards the middle, where the greatest
resistance was, I made an opening indeed, but, not
understanding the knack of dexterously turning
my shoulder to maintain my advantage, had the
mortification to find myself stuck up as it were in a
pillory, and the weight of three or four people
bearing on each side of mv neck, so that I was in
danger of strangulation. While I remained in this
defenceless posture, one of the sick men, rendered
peevish by his distemper, -was so enraaed at the
smell I had occasioned, and the rude shock he had
received from me in my elevation, that, with many-
bitter reproaches, he seized me by the nose, which
he tweaked so unmercifully, that I roared with an-
guish. Thomson, perceiving my condition, ordered
one of the waiters to my assistance, who with much
difficulty disengaged me from this situation, and
hindered me from taking vengeance of the sick
man, whose indisposition would not have screened
him from the effects of my indignation.

After having made an end of our ministry for
that time, we descended to the cockpit, my friend
comforting me for what had happened with a
homely proverb, which I do not choose to repeat.
When we had descended half way down the ladder,
Mr. Morgan, before he saw us, having intelligence
by his nose of the approach of something extraor-
dinary, cried, " Cot have mercy upon my senses !

IMieve the enemy has poarded us in a stink-pot !"

Then directing his discourse to the steward, from
-whom he imagined the odour proceeded, he repri-
manded him severely for the freedoms he took
among gentlemen of birth, and threatened to smoke
him like a padger with sulphur, if he ever should
presume to offend his neighbours with such smells
for the future. The steward, conscious of his own
innocence, replied, with some warmth, " I know of
no smells but those of your own making." This
repartee introduced a smart dialogue, in which the
Welshman undertook to prove, that though the
stench he complained of did not flow from the
steward's own body, he was, nevertheless, the
author of it, by serving out damaged provisions
to the ships company

; and in particular, pntrified
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cheese, from the use of which only, he affirmed,
such unsavoury steams could arise. Then he
launched out into the praise of good cheese,
of which he gave the analysis : he explained the
different kinds of that commodity, with the methods
practised to make and preserve it ; and concluded
with observing, that, in yielding good cheese, the
county of Glamorgan might vie with Cheshire it-

self, and was much superior to it in the produce of
goats and putter. I gathered from this conversa-
tion, that, if I entered in my present pickle, I
should be no welcome guest ; and therefore desired
Mr. Thomson to go before, and represent my cala-
mity

; at which the first mate expressing some
concern, -went upon deck immediately, taking his
way through the cable tire, and by the main hatch-
way, to avoid encountering me, desiring me to
clean myself as soon as possible, for he intended to
regale himself with a dish of salmagundy and a
pipe. Accordingly I set about this disagreeable
business, and soon found that I had more causes of
complaint than I at first imagined ; for I perceived
some guests had honoured me with their company,
whose visit I did not at all think seasonable ; nei-
their did they seem inclined to leave me in a hurry,
for they were in possession of my chief quarters,
where they fed without reserve at the expense of
my blood.—But considering it would be much
easier to extirpate this ferocious colony in the in-
fancy of their settlement, than after they should he
multiplied and naturalized to the soil, I took the
advice of my friend, who, to prevent such misfor-
tunes, went always close shaved, and made the boy
of our mess cut off my hair, which had been grow-
ing since I left the service of Lavement ; and the
second mate lent me an old bob wig, to supply the
loss of that covering. This affair being ended, and
every thing adjusted in the best manner my cir-
cumstances woidd permit, the descendant of Ca-
ractacus returned, and ordering the boy to bring a
piece of salt beef from the brine, cut off a slice, and
mixed it with an equal quantity of onions, which
seasoning with a moderate proportion of pepper
and salt, he brought it into a consistence with oil

and vinegar. Then tasting the dish, assured us, it

was the best salmagundy that he had ever made, and
recommended it to our palate with such heartiness,
that I could not help doing honour to his prepara-
tion. But I had no sooner swallowed a mouthful
than I thought my entrails were scorched, and en-
deavoured, with a deluge of small beer, to allay the
heat it occasioned. Supper being over, Mr. Mor-
gan haying smoked a couple of pipes, and supplied
the moisture he had expended with as many cans
of flip, of which we all partook, a certain yawning
began to admonish me, that it was high time to re-
pair by sleep the injury I had suffered from want
ot rest the preceding night

j which being perceived
by my companions, whose time of repose was now
arrived, they proposed we should turn in, or, in
other words, go to bed. Our hammocks, which
hung parallel to one another on the outside of the
berth, were immediately unlashed, and I beheld my
messmates spring with great agility into their re-
spective nests, where they seemed to lie concealed,
very much at their ease. But it was some time be-
fore I could prevail upon myself to trust my carcass
at such a distance from the ground, in a narrow
bag, out of which I imagined I should be apt, on
the least motion in my sleep, to tumble down at the
hazard of breaking my bones. I suffered myself,
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he wever, to be persuaded, and, taking a leap to get

in, threw myself quite over with such violence

that, had I not luckily got hold of Thomson's

hammock, I should have pitched upon my head on

the other side, and in all likelihood fractured my
skull. After some fruitless efforts, I succeeded at

last; but the apprehension of the jeopardy m
which I believed myself withstood all the attacks

of sleep, till towards the morning watch, when, in

spite of my fears, I was overpowered with slum-

ber, though I did not long enjoy this comfortable

situation ;
being aroused with a noise so loud and

shrill, that I thought the drums of my ears were

burst by it ; this was followed by a dreadful sum-

mons pronounced by a hoarse voice, which I could

not understand. While I was debating with myself

whether or not I should wake my companion, and

inquire into the occasion of this disturbance, I was

informed by one of the quarter-masters, who passed

by me with a lantern in his hand, that the noise

that alarmed me was occasioned by the boatswain's

mates, who called up the larboard watch, and that I

must lay my account with such interruption every

morning at the same hour. Being now more as-

sured of my safety, I addressed myself again to

rest, and slept till eight o'clock, when rising, and

breakfasting with my comrades on biscuit and

brandy, the sick were Visited and assisted as before j

after which visitation my good friend Thomson

explained and performed another piece of duty, to

which I was a stranger. At a certain hour in the

morning, the boy of the mess went round all the

decks, ringing a small hand-bell, and, in rhymes

composed for the occasion, invited all those who

had sores to repair before the mast, where one of

the doctor's mates attended, with applications to

dress them.

CHAPTER XXVII.

I acquire the friendship of the Surgeon, who procures a

Warrant for me, and makes me a present of Clothes—

A

Battle between a Midshipman and me—TheSurgeon leaves

the Ship—The Captain comes on board with another Sur-

geon—A Dialogue between the Captain and Morgan—The

Sick are ordered to be brought upon the Quarter deck and

examined—The Consequences of that Order—A Madman

accuses Morgan, and is set at Liberty by command of the

Captain, whom he instantly attacks and pommels without

mercy.

"While I was busied with my friend in this practice,

the doctor chanced to pass by the place where w e

were, and, stopping to observe me, appeared very

well satisfied with my method of application ; and

afterwards sent for me to his cabin, where, having

examined me touching my skill in surgery, and the

particulars of my fortune, he interested himself so

far in my behalf, as to promise his assistance in

procuring a warrant for me, seeing I had been

already foimd qualified at Surgeons' Hall for the

station I filled on board ; and in this good office he

the more cordially engaged, when he understood I

was nephew to Lieutenant Bowling, for whom he

expressed a particular regard. In the mean time,

I could learn from his discourse, that he did not

intend to go to sea again with Captain Oakum,
having, as he thought, been indifferently used by

him during the last voyage.

While I lived tolerably easy, in expectation of

preferment, I was not altogether without mortifica-

I tions, which I not only suffered from the rude

insults of the sailors and petty officers, among

whom I was known bv the name of Loblolly Boy,

• but also from the disposition of Morgan, who,

though friendly in the main, was often very trouble-

some with his "pride, which expected a good deal of

submission from me, and delighted in recapitulating

the favours which I had received at his hands.

About six weeks after my arrival on board, the

suro-eon bidding me to follow him into his cabin,

presented a warrant to me, by which I was appointed

surgeon's third mate on board the Thtmder. This

he had procured by his interest at the Navy Office

;

as also another for himself, by virtue of which he

was removed into a second rate. I acknowledged

his kindness in the strongest terms my gratitude

could suggest, and professed my sorrow at the

prospect of losing so valuable a friend, to whom I

hoped to have recommended myself still further by

my respectful and diligent behaviour. But his

generosity did not stop here ;
for, before he left the

ship, he made me a present of a chest and some

clothes, that enabled me to support the rank to

which he had raised me. I found my spirit revive

with my good fortune ;
and, now I was an officer,

resolved to maintain the dignity of my station,

against all opposition or affronts. Nor was it long

before I had occasion to exert my resolution. My
old enemy the midshipman, whose name was

Crampley, entertaining an implacable animosity

against me for the disgrace he had suffered on my
account, had since that time taken all opportunities

of reviling and ridiculing me, when I was not

entitled to retort this bad usage. And even after

I had been rated on the books and mustered as

surgeon's mate, he did not think fit to restrain his

insolence. In particular, being one day present

while I dressed a wound in a sailor's kg, he began

to sing a song, which I thought highly injurious to

the honour of my country, and therefore signified

my resentment, by observing, that the Scots always

laid their account with finding enemies among the

ignorant, insignificant, and malicious. This un-

expected piece of assurance enraged him (o such a

degree, that he lent me a blow on the face, which I

verily thought had demolished my cheek-bone ; I

was not slow in returning the obligation, and the

affair began to be very serious, when by accident

Mr. Morgan and one of the master's mates, coming

that wa\% interposed, and inquiring into the cause,

endeavoured to promote a reconciliation ; but finding

us both exasperated to the uttermost, and bent

against accommodation, they advised us either to

leave our difference undecided till we should have

an opportunity of terminating it on shore, like

gentlemen, or else choose a proper place on board,

and bring it to an issue by boxing. This last ex-

pedient was greedily embraced by us both; and

being forthwith conducted to the ground proposed,

we stripped in a moment, and began a very furious

contest, in which I soon found myself inferior to

my antagonist, not so much in strength and agility,

as'in skill, which he had acquired in the school of

Hockley in the Hole and Tottenham Court. Many
' cross-buttocks did I sustain, and pegs on the stomach

without number, till at last my breath being quite

gone, as well as my vigour wasted, I grew desperate,

and collecting all my strength in one effort, threw

in at once, head, hands, and feet, with such violence,

that I drove my antagonist three paces backward

into the main hatchway, down which he fell, and
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pitching upon his head and right shoulder, remained
without sense and motion. Morgan, looking down
and seeing him lie in that condition, cried, " Upon
my conscience, as I am a Christian sinner, look you,
I believe his patties are all ofer; but I take you all
to witness that there was no treachery in the case,
and that he has suffered by the chance of war." So
saying, he descended to the deck below, to examine
into the situation of my adversary ; and left me
very little pleased with my victory, as I found
myself not only terribly bruised, but likewise in
danger of being called to account for the death of
Crampley. But this fear vanished when my fellow
mate, having, by bleeding him in the jugular,
brought him to himself, and inquired into the state
of his body, called up to me to be under no concern,
for the midshipman had received no other damage
than as pretty a luxation of the os humeri as one
would desire to see on a summer's day. Upon this
information, I crawled down to the cockpit, and
acquainted Thomson with the affair, who, providing
himself with bandages, &c. necessary for the occa^
sion, went up to assist Mr. Morgan in the reduction
of the dislocation. When this was successfully
performed, they wished me joy of the event of the
combat

;
and the Welshman, after observing, that,m all likelihood, the ancient Scots and Britons

were the same people, bade me "praise Got for
putting mettle in my pelly, and strength in my
limbs to support it." I acquired such reputation
by this rencontre (which lasted twenty minutes),
that every body became more cautious in behaviour
towards me ; though Crampley, with his arm in a
filing, talked very high, and threatened to seize the
first opportunity of retrieving on shore the honour
he had lost by an accident, from which I could justly
claim no merit.

About this time, Captain Oakum, having received
sailing orders, came on board, and brought along
with him a surgeon of his own country, who soon
made us sensible of the loss we suffered in the de-
parture of Doctor Atkins ; for he was grossly igno-
rant, and intolerably assuming, false, vindictive, and
unforgiving; a merciless tyrant to his inferiors
an abject sycophant to those above him. In the
morning after the captain came on board, our first
mate, according to custom, went to wait on him
with asick list, which when this grim commander had
perused, he cried with a stern countenance, " Blood
and oons

! sixty-one sick people on board of my
ship

! Harkee, you sir, I'll have no sick in my ship,
by G—d." The Welshman replied, he should be
very glad to find no sick people on board; but
while it was otherwise, he did no more than his duty
in presenting him with a list. " You and your list
may be d—d," said the captain, throwing it at
him, " I say, there shall be no sick in this ship while
I have the command of her." Mr. Morgan beino-
nettled at this treatment, told him, his indignation
ought to be directed to Got Almighty, who visited
his people with distempers, and not to him, who
contributed all in his power towards their cure.
The bashaw not being used to such behaviour in
any of his officers, was enraged to fury at this
satirical insinuation ; and stamping with his foot,
called him insolent scoundrel, threatening to have
him pinioned to the deck, if he should presume
to utter another syllable. But the blood of Carac-
tacus being thoroughly heated, disdained to be re-
stricted by such a command, and began to manifest.
Uself in, " Captain Oagum, I am a shentleman of
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birth and parentage, look you, and peradventure
I am moreover'*—Here his harangue was broke off
by the captain's steward, who, being Morgan's
countryman, hurried him out of the cabin before he
had time to exasperate his master to a greater de-
gree : and this would certainly have been the case

;

for the indignant Welshman could hardly be bin.
dered, by his friend's arguments and entreaties,
from re-entering the presence-chamber, and defying
Captain Oakum to his teeth. He was, however,
appeased at length, and came down to the berth,
where, finding Thomson and me at work preparing
medicines, he bade us leave off our labour and go
to play, for the captain, by his sole word and power,
and command, had driven sickness a pegging to the
tevil, and there was no more malady on board. So
saying, he drank off a gill of brandy, sighed griev-
ously three times, poured forth an ejaculation of
" Got pless my heart, liver, and lungs 1" and then
began to sing a Welsh song with great earnestness
of visage, voice and gesture. I could not conceive
the meaning of this singular phenomenon, and
saw by the looks of Thomson, who at the same time
shook his head, that he suspected poor Cadwalla-
der's brains were unsettled. He perceiving our
amazement, told us he would explain the mystery

;

but, at the same time bade us take notice, that he
had lived poy, patchelor, married man, and widower,
almost forty years, and, in all that time, there was
no man nor mother's son in the whole world who
durst use him so ill as Captain Oagum had done.
Then he acquainted us with the dialogue that passed
between them, as I have already related it ; and had
no sooner finished this narration, than he received
a message from the surgeon, to bring the sick list
to the quarter-deck, for the captain had ordered all
the patients thither to be reviewed. This inhuman
order shocked us extremely, as we knew it would
be impossible to carry some of them on the deck,
without imminent danger of their lives

; but, as we
likewise knew it would be to no purpose for us to
remonstrate against it, we repaired to the quarter-
deck in a body, to see this extraordinary muster

;

Morgan observing by the way, that the captain was
going to send to the other"world a great many
evidences to testify against himself. When we ap-
peared upon deck, the captain bade the doctor, who
stood bowing at his right hand, look at these lazy
lubberly sons of bitches, who were good for nothing
on board but to eat the king's provision, and en^
courage idleness in the skulkers. The surgeon
grinned approbation, and taking the list, began to
examine the complaints of each, as they could crawl
to the place appointed. The first who came under
his cognizance was a poor fellow just freed of a
fever, which had weakened him so much, that he
could hardly stand. Mr. Mackshane (for that was
the doctor's name) having felt his pulse, protested
he was as well as any man in the world ; and the
captain delivered him over to the boatswain's mate,
with orders that he should receive a round dozen
at the gang-way immediately, for counterfeiting
himself sick : but before the discipline could be exe-
cuted, the man dropped down on the deck, and had
well mgh perished under the hands of the execu-
tioner. The next patient to be considered, laboured
under a quartan ague, and being then in his interval
of health, discovered no other svmptoms of distem-
per than a pale meagre countenance, and emaciated
body

; upon which, he was declared fit for duty
and turned over to the boatswain: but being
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resolved to disgrace the doctor, died upon the fore- I

castle next day, during his cold fit. The third com-

plained of a pleuritic stitch, and spitting of blood ;

for which Doctor Mackshane prescribed exercise

at the pump, to promote expectoration : but whether

this -was improper for one in his situation, or that it

was used to excess, I know not ; for in less than

half an hour he was suffocated with a deluge of

blood that issued from his lungs. A fourth, with

much difficulty, climbed to the quarter-deck, being

loaded with a monstrous ascites or dropsy, that in-

vaded his chest so much, he could scarce fetch his

breath ; but his disease being interpreted into fat,

occasioned by idleness and excess of eating, he was

ordered, with a view to promote perspiration, and

enlarge his chest, to a;o aloft immediately: it was m
vain for this unwieldy wretch to allege his utter

incapacity ; the boatswain's driver was commanded

to whip him up with a cat-o'nine-tails : the smart

of this application made him exert himself so much,

that he actually arrived at the puttock shrouds ;
but

when the enormous weight of his body had nothing

else to support it than his weakened amis, either

out of spite or necessity, he quitted his hold, and

plumped into the sea, where he must have been

drowned, had not a sailor, who was in a boat along-

side saved his life, by keeping him afloat till he

was hoisted on board by a tackle. It would be

tedious and disagreeable to describe the fate of every

miserable object that suffered by the inhumanity

and ignorance of the captain and surgeon, who so

wantonly sacrificed the lives of their fellow-crea-

tures. Manv were brought up in the height ot

fevers, and rendered delirious by the injuries they

received in the way. Some gave up the ghost m
the presence of their inspectors ; and others, who

were ordered to their duty, languished a few days at

work among their fellows, and then departed with-

out any ceremony. On the whole, the number of

the sick was reduced to less than a dozen ;
and the

authors of this reduction were applauding them-

selves for the services they had done to their king

and country, when the boatswain's mate informed

his honour, that there was a man below lashed to

his hammock by the direction of the doctor s mate,

and that he besged hard to be released ;
affirming,

he had been so maltreated only for a grudge Mr*

Morgan bore him, and that he was as much in his

senses as any man aboard. The captain hearing

this darted a severe look at the Welshman, and

ordered the man to be brought up immediately :

upon which Morgan protested with great fervency,

that the person in question was as mad as a March-

hare ; and begged for the love of Got, they would

at least keep his arms pinioned during his examin-

ation, to prevent him from doing mischief. Ibis

request the commander granted for his own sake,

and the patient was produced, who insisted upon

his being in his right wits with such calmness and

strength of argument, that every body present was

inclined to believe him, except Morgan, who affirmed

there was no trusting to appearances ; for he him-

self had been so much imposed upon by his beha-

viour two days before, that he had actually unbound

him with his own hands, and had well nigh been

murdered for bis pains. This was confirmed by the

evidence of one of the waiters, who declared he had

pulled this patient from the doctor's mate, whom

he had gotten down and almost strangled. To this

the man answered, that the witness was a creature

of Morgan's, and was suborned to give his testimony

ao-ainst him by the malice of the mate, whom the de-

fendant had affronted, by discovering to the people

on board that Mr. Morgan's wife kept a gin-shop

in Rag-Fair. This anecdote produced a laugh at

the expense of the Welshman, who, shaking his

head with some emotion, said, " Ay, ay, tis no

matter Got knows, it is an arrant falsehood.

Captain Oakum, without any further hesitation,

ordered the fellow to be unfettered ; at the same

time threatening to make Morgan exchange situa-

tions' with him for his spite. But the Briton no

sooner heard the decision in favour of the madman,

than be got up the mizen shrouds, crying to Ihom-

son and me to get out of his reach, for wewould

see him play the devil with a vengeance. We did

not think fit to disregard his caution, and accord-

ino-lv got up on the poop, whence we beheld the

maniac, as soon as he was released, fly at the cap-

tain like a fury, crying, "I'll let you know, you

scoundrel, that I am commander of this vessel,

and pommel him without mercy. 1 he surgeon,

who went to the assistance of his patron, shared the

same fate ; and it was with the utmost difficulty

that he was mastered at last, after having done

great execution among those who opposed him.

CHAPTER XXVHI.

The Captain enraged, threatens to put the Madman to

death with his own Hand-Is diverted from that Resolut.on

by the Arguments and Persuasions of the first Lieutenant

and Surgeon-We set sail for St. Helen's, join the Fleet

under the command of Sir C n r O— le, and pro-

ceed for the West Indies— Are overtaken by a terrible

Tempest—My Friend Jack Rattlin has his Leg broke by a

Fall from the Main-yard-The Behaviour of Dr. Mack-

shane—Jack opposes the Amputation of Ins Limb, in which

he is seconded by Morgan and me, who undertake the
j

Cure, and perform it successfully.

The captain was carried into his cabin, so enraged

with the treatment he had received, that he ordered

the fellow to be brought before him, that he might

have the pleasure of pistoling him with his own

hand ; and would certainly have satisfied his re-

venge in this manner, had not the first lieutenant

remonstrated against it, by observing, that, m all

appearance, the fellow was not mad but desperate ;

that he had been hired by some enemy ot the cap-

tain to assassinate him, and therefore ought to be

kept in irons till he could be brought to a court-

martial, which, no doubt, would sift the affair to the

bottom, by which means important discoveries might

be made, and then sentence the criminal to a death

adequate to his demerits. This suggestion, impro-

bable as it was, had the desired effect upon the

captain, being exactly calculated for the meridian

of his intellects ; more especially as Doctor Mack-

shane espoused this opinion, in consequence ot his

previous declaration that the man was not mad.

Morgan finding there was no more damage done,

could not help discovering, by his countenance, the

pleasure he enjoyed on this occasion ; and while he

bathed the doctor's face with an embrocation, ven-

tured to ask him, whether he thought there were

more fools or madmen on board ? But he would have

been wiser in containing this sally, which his patient

carefully laid up in his memory, to be taken notice

of at a more fit season. Meanwhile, we weighed

anchor, and on our way to the Downs, the madman,

who was treated as a prisoner, took an opportunity,
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while the sentinel attended him at the head, to leap
overboard, and frustrate the revenge of the captain.We staid not long at the Downs, but took the benefit
of the first easterly wind to go round to Spithead

;where having received on board provisions for six
months, we sailed from St. Helen's in the grand
fleet bound for the West Indies, on the ever
memorable expedition of Carthagena.

It was not without great mortification I saw my-
self on the point of being transported to such a
distant and unhealthy climate, destitute of every
convenience that could render such a voyage sup-
portable

; and under the dominion of an arbitrary
tyrant, whose command was almost intolerable.
However, as these complaints were common to a
great many on board, I resolved to submit patiently
to my fate, and contrive to make myself as easy as
the nature of the case would allow. We got out of
the Channel with a prosperous breeze, which died
away, leaving us becalmed about fifty leagues to the
westward of the Lizard. But this state of inaction
did not last long

; for next night our main-top sail
was split by the wind, which in the morning in-
creased to a hurricane. I was wakened by a most
horrible din, occasioned by the play of the gun
carriages upon the deck above, the cracking of
cabins, the howling of the wind through the shrouds,
the contused noise of the ship's crew, the pipes of
the boatswain and his mates, the trumpets of the
lieutenants, and the clanking of the chain pumps
Morgan, who had never been at sea before, turned
out in a great hurry, crying, » Got have mercy and
compassion upon us ! I believe we have got upon
the confines of Lucifer and the d—d !" while poor
Ihomson lay quaking in his hammock, puttino- Up
petitions to Heaven for our safety. I rose and joined
the W elshman, with whom (after having fortified
ourselves with brandy) I went above

; but, if my
sense of hearing was startled before, how must my
sight have been appalled in beholding the effects of
the storm ! The sea was swelled into billows moun-
tain high on the top of which, our ship sometimes
hung as if it was about to be precipitated to the
abyss below! Sometimes we sunk between two
waves that rose on each side higher than our top-
mast head, and threatened, by dashing together to
overwhelm us in a moment ! Of all our fleet, con-
sisting of a hundred and fifty sail, scarce twelve
appeared, and these driving under their bare poles
at the mercy of the tempest. At length the mast
ot one of them gave way, and tumbled over-board
with a hideous crash ! Nor was the prospect in our
own ship much more agreeable ; a number of officers
and sailors ran backward and forward with distrac-
tion m their looks, hallooing to one another, and
undetermined what they should attend to first. Some
clung to the yards, endeavouring to unbend the sails
that were split into a thousand pieces flapping in
the wind

; others tried to furl those which were yet
whole, while the masts, at every pitch, bent and
quivered like twigs, as if they would have shivered
rnto innumerable splinters ! While I considered this
scene with equal terror and astonishment, one of
the main braces broke, by the shock whereof two
sailors were flung from the yard's arm into the sea,
where they perished, and poor Jack Rattlin was
thrown down upon the deck, at the expense of a
broken leg. Morgan and I ran immediately to his
assistance, and found a splinter of the shin-bone
thrust by the violence of the fall through the skinAs this was a case of too great consequence to be
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treated without the authority of the doctor, I went
down/o his cabin to inform him of the accident, as
well as to bring up dressings, which we always kept
ready prepared. I entered his apartment without
any ceremony, and by the glimmering of a lamp,
perceived him on his knees, before something that
very much resembled a crucifix

; but this I will not
insist upon, that I may not seem too much a slave
to common report, which indeed assisted my con-
jecture on tills occasion, by representing Dr. Mack-
shane as a member of the church of Borne. Be this
as it will, he got up in a sort of confusion, occasioned,
I suppose, by his being disturbed in his devotion,'
and, in a trice, snatched the subject of my suspicion
from my sight.

After making an apology for my intrusion, I
acquainted him with the situation of Rattlin, but
could by no means prevail upon him to visit him
on deck, where he lay. He bade me desire the
boatswain to order some of the men to carry him
down to the cockpit, and in the mean time, said he,
I will direct Thomson to get ready the dressings!
When I signified to the boatswain the doctor's de-
sire, he swore a terrible oath, that he could not spare
one man from the deck, because he expected the
mast would go by the board every minute. This
piece of information did not at all contribute to my
peace of mind

;
however, as my friend Battlin com-

plained very much, with the assistance of Morgan,
I supported him to the lower deck, whither Mr.
Mackshane, after much entreaty, ventured to come,
attended by Thomson, with a box full of dressings,
and his own servant, who carried a whole set of
capital instruments.

' He examined the fracture and
the wound, and concluding, from a livid colour ex-
tending itself upon the limb, that a mortification
would ensue, resolved to amputate the leg imme-
diately. This was a dreadful sentence to the pa-
tient, who, recruiting himself with a quid of tobacco,
pronounced, with a woeful countenance, " What

!

is there no remedy, doctor ?—must I be dock'd ?—
can't you splice it ?" " Assuredly, Doctor Mack-
shane," said the first mate, " with submission, and
deference, and veneration, to your superior abilities,
and opportunities, and stations, look you, I do ap-
prehend, and conjecture, and aver, that there is no
occasion nor necessity to smite off this poor man's
leg." " God Almighty bless you, dear Welshman !"

cried Battlin, " may you have fair wind and wea-
ther wheresoever you're bound, and come to an
anchor in the Eoad of Heaven at last." Mackshane,
very much incensed at his mate's differing in opi-
nion from him so openly, answered, that he was not
bound to give an account of his practice to him

;

and, in a peremptory tone, ordered him to apply the
tourniquet

;
at the sight of which, Jack, starting

up, cried, " Avast, avast! d—n my heart, if you
clap your nippers on me, till I know wherefore !

Mr. Bandom, won't you lend a hand towards savin
my precious limb? Odds heart, if Lieutenant
Bowling was here, he would not suffer Jack Bat-
tlin 's leg to be chopped off like a piece of old junk."
This pathetic address to me, joined to my inclina-
tion to serve my honest friend, and the reasons I
bad to believe there was no danger in delaying the
amputation, induced me to declare myself of the
first mate's opinion, and affirm, that the preterna-
tural colour of the skin was owing to an inflam-
mation occasioned by a contusion, and common in
all such cases, without any indication of an ap-
proaching gangrene. Morgan, who had a <rreat
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opinion of my skill, manifestly exulted in my fel-

lowship, and asked Thomson's sentiments of the

matter, in hopes of strengthening our association

with him too ; but he. being of a meek disposition,

and either dreading the enmity of the surgeon, or

speaking the dictates of his own judgment, in a

modest manner, espoused the opinion of Mackshane,

who, by this time, having consulted with himself,

determined to act in such a manner as to screen

himself from censure, and at the same time revenge

himself on us for our arrogance in contradicting

him. With this view he asked if we would under-

take to cure the leg at our peril—that is, be answer-

able for the consequence. To this question Morgan

replied, that the lives of his creatures are in the

hands of Got alone ; and it would be great pre-

sumption in him to undertake for an event that was

in the power of his Maker, no more than the doctor

could promise to cure all the sick to whom he ad-

ministered his assistance ; but if the patient would

put himself under our direction, we would do our

endeavour to bring his distemper to a favourable

issue, to which, at present, we saw no obstruction.

I signified my concurrence ; and Ratflin was so

overjoyed, that, shaking us both by the hands, he

swore nobody else should touch him, and if he died,

his blood should be upon his own head. Mr. Mack-

shane, flattering himself with the prospect of our

miscarriage, went away, and left us to manage it

as we should think proper. Accordingly, having

sawed off part of the splinter that stuck through the

skin, we reduced the fracture, dressed the wound,

applied the eighteen-tailed bandage, and put the

le°- in a box, secundum artem. Every thing suc-

ceeded according to our wish, and we had thesatis-

faction of not only preserving the poor fellow's leg,

but likewise of rendering the doctor contemptible

among the ship's company, who had all their eyes

on us during the course of this cure, -which was

completed in six weeks.

CHAPTER XXIX.

Ma"kshane
-

s Malice— I am taken up and imprisoned for a

Spy—Morgan meets with the same Fate—Thomson is tam-

pered with to turn Evidence against us—Disdains the Pro-

posal, and is maltreated for his Integrity—Morgan is re-

leased to assist the Surgeon during an Engagement with

some French Ships of War—I remain fettered on the Poop,

exposed to the Enemy's Shot, and grow delirious with

Fear—Am comforted after the Battle by Morgan, who

speaks freely of the Captain ; is overheard by the Sentinel,

who informs against him, and again imprisoned—Thomson

grows desperate, and, notwithstanding the remonstrances

of Morgan and me, goes overboard in the night.

In the mean time, the storm subsided into a brisk

gale, that carried us into the warm latitudes, where

the weather became intolerable, and the crew very

sickly. The doctor left nothing unattempted to-

wards the completion of his vengeance against the

Welshman and me. He went among the sick, un-

der pretence of inquiring into their grievances, with

a view of picking up complaints to our prejudice;

but findinsr himself frustrated in that expectation,

by the ffood will we had procured from the patients

by our dilisence and humanity, he took the reso-

lution of listening to our conversation, by hiding

himself behind the canvass that surrounded our

berth. Here, too, he was detected by the boy

of our mess, who acquainted us with this piece of

behaviour ; and one night, while we were picking

a laro-e bone of salt beef, Morgan discerned some-

thing stir on the outside of our hangings, which

immediately interpreting to be the doctor, he tipt

me the wink, and pointed to the place, where I

could perceive somebody standing; upon which

I snatched up the bone, and levelled it with all my

force at him, saying, " Whoever you are, take that

for your curiosity." It had the desired effect, tor

we heard the listener tumble down, and afterwards

crawl to his own cabin. I applauded myself much

for this feat, which turned out one of the most un-

lucky exploits of my life, Mackshane from that time

markino- me out for destruction. About a week

after this exploit, as I was going my rounds among

the sick, I was taken prisoner, and carried to the

poop by the master-at-arms, where I was loaded

with irons, and stapled to the deck, on pretence that

I was a spy on board, and had conspired against

the captain's life. How ridiculous soever this im-

putation was, I did not fail to suffer by it all the

rigour that could be shown to the worst of crimi-

nals being exposed in this miserable condition to

the scorching heat of the sun by day, and the un-

wholesome damps by night, during the space of

twelve days, in which I was neither brought to

trial nor examined touching the probability of the

charo-e I had no sooner recovered the use of my

reflection, which had been quite overthrown by this

accident, than I sent for Thomson, who, after con-

doling me on the occasion, hinted, that I owed this

misfortune to the hatred of the doctor, who had

n-iven an information against me to the captain, in

consequence of which I was arrested, and all my

papers seized. While I was cursing my capricious

fate I saw Morgan ascend the poop, guarded by

two' corporals, who made him sit down by me, that

he might be pinioned in the same machine. .Not-

withstanding my situation, I could scarce refrain

from laughing at the countenance of my fellow-

prisoner, who, without speaking one word allowed

his feet to be enclosed in the rings provided tor that

purpose; but when they pretended to fasten him

on his back, he grew outrageous, and drawing a

larse couteau from his side-pocket threatened to

rip up the belly of the first man that should ap-

proach him, in order to treat him m such an un-

worthy manner. They were preparing to use him

very roughly, when the lieutenant on the quarter-

deck called up to them to let him remain as he was.

He then crept towards me, and taking me by the

hand, bade me "put my trust in Got ;
and look-

ing at Thomson, who sat by us trembling, with a

pale visage, told him, there were two more rings

for his feet, and he should be glad to find him in

<uch good company. But it was not the intention

of our adversary to include the second mate in our

fate • him he excepted, to be his drudge in attend-

ing the sick, and, if possible, his evidence against

us With this view, he sounded him afar off, but

finding his integrity incorruptible, harassed him

so much out of spite, that, in a short time, this mild

creature grew weary of his life.

While I and mv fellow prisoner comforted each

other in our tribulation, the admiral discovered

four sail to leeward, and made signal for our ship

and four more to chase : hereupon every thing was

cleared for an engagement : and Mackshane fore-

seeing he should have occasion for more assistants

than one, obtained Morgan's liberty ;
while I was

left in this deplorable posture to the chance or
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battle. It was almost dark when we came up with
the sternmost chase, whch we hailed, and inquired
who they were : they gave us to understand they
were Frenchmen of war; upon which Captain
Oakum commanded them to send their boat on
board of him

; but they refused, telling him, if he
had any business with them, to come on board of
their ship : he then threatened to pour in a broad-
side upon them, which they promised to return.
Both sides were as good as their word ; and the
engagement began with great fury. The reader
may guess how I passed my time, lying in this
helpless situation, amidst the terrors of a sea-fight

;

expecting every moment to be cut asunder, or
dashed in pieces by the enemy's shot ! I endea-
voured to compose myself as much as possible, by
reflecting that I was not a whit more exposed than
those who were stationed about me ; but when I
beheld them employed without intermission in an-
noying the foe, and encouraged by the society and
behaviour of one another, I could easily perceive a
wide difference between their condition and mine :

however, I concealed my agitation as well as I
could, till the head of the officer of the marines,
who stood near me, being shot off, bounced from
the deck athwart my face, leaving me well nigh
blinded with brains. I could contain myself no
longer, but began to bellow with all the strength of
my lungs

: when a drummer coming towards me,
asked if I was wounded ? and before I could an-
swer, received a great shot in his belly, which tore
out his entrails, and he fell flat on my breast.
This accident entirely bereft me of all discretion :

I redoubled my cries, which were drowned in the
noise of the battle

; and finding myself disregarded,
lost all patience, and became frantic : I vented my
rage in oaths and execrations, till my spirits being
quite exhausted, I remained quiet and insensible
ot the load that oppressed me. The engagement
lasted till broad day, when Captain Oakum, finding
that he was like to gain neither honour nor ad-
vantage by the affair, pretended to be undeceived
by seeing their colours ; and hading the ship with
whom he had fought all night, protested he believed
them Spaniards, and the guns being silenced on
each side, ordered the barge to be hoisted out, and
went on board the French commodore. Our loss
amounted to ten killed, and eighteen wounded,
most part of whom afterwards died. My fellow-
mates had no sooner despatched their business in
the cockpit, than, full of friendly concern, they
came to visit me. Morgan ascending first, and
seeing my face almost covered with brains and
blood, concluded I was no longer a man for this
world

; and calling to Thomson with great emotion,
bade him come up, and take his last farewell of his
comrade and countryman, who was posting to a
petter place, where there were no Mackshanes
nor Oakums to asperse and torment him. " No,"
said he, taking me by the hand, " you are going to
a country where there is more respect shown to
unfortunate shentlemen, and where you will have
the satisfaction of peholding your adversaries toss-
ing upon pillows of purning primstone." Thomson,
alarmed at this apostrophe, made haste to the place
where I lay, and sitting down by me, with tears in
his eyes, inquired into the nature of my calamity.
Vy this time I had recollected myself so far, as to
be able to converse rationally with my friends,
whom, to their great satisfaction, I immediately un-
deceived with regard to their apprehension of my

being mortally wounded. After I had got myself
disengaged from the carnage in which I wallowed,
and partaken of a refreshment which my friends
brought along with them, we entered into discourse
upon the hardships we sustained, and spoke very
freely of the authors of our misery : but our dis-
course being overheard by the sentinel who guarded
me, he was no sooner relieved, than he reported to
the captain every syllable of our conversation, ac-
cording to the orders he received. The effect of
this information soon appeared in the arrival of the
master-at-arms, who replaced Morgan in his former
station

; and gave the second mate a caution to
keep a strict guard over his tongue, if he did not
choose to accompany us in our confinement.
Thomson, foreseeing that the whole slavery of at-
tending the sick and wounded, as well as the cruelty
of Mackshane, must now fall upon his shoulders,
grew desperate at the prospect, and, though I never
heard him swear before, imprecated dreadful curses
on the heads of his oppressors, declaring that he
would rather quit life altogether, than be much
longer under the power of such barbarians. I was
not a little startled at his vivacity, and endeavoured
to alleviate his complaints, by representing the
subject of my own, with as much aggravation as it
would bear, by which comparison he might see the
balance of misfortune lay on my side, and take an
example from me of fortitude and submission, till
such time as we coidd procure redress, which, I
hoped, was not far off, considering, that we should
probably be in a harbour in less than three days,
where we should have an opportunity of preferring
our complaints to the admiral. The Welshman
joined in my remonstrance, and was at great pains
to demonstrate, that it was every man's duty, as
well as interest, to resign himself to the divine will
and look upon himself as a sentinel upon duty, who
is by no means at liberty to leave his post before
he is relieved. Thomson listened attentively to
what we said, and at last, shedding a flood of tears,
shook his head, and left us without making any
reply. About eleven at night he came to see us
again, with a settled gloom on his countenance, and
gave us to understand, that he had undergone ex-
cessive toil since he saw us, and in recompense had
been grossly abused by the doctor, who taxed him
with being confederate with us, in a design of
taking away his life, and that of the captain. After
some time spent in mutual exhortation, he got up
and squeezing me by the hand, with an uncommon
fervour, cried, " God bless you both ;" and left us
to wonder at his singular manner of parting with
us, which did not fail to make a deep impression
on us.

Next morning, when the hour of visitation came
round, this unhappy young man was missing, and
after strict search, supposed to have gone overboardm the night

; and this was certainly the case.

CHAPTER XXX.
We lament the Fate of our Companion-The Captain offers
Morgan his Liberty, which he refuses to accept-We are
brought before him, and examined-Morgan is sent back
into Custody, whither also I am remanded, after a curious

Trial.

The news of this event affected my fellow-prisoner
and me extremely, as our unfortunate companion
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had justly acquired, by his amiable disposition, the

love and esteem of us both j and the more we re-

gretted his untimely fate, the greater horror we

conceived, for the villain who was undoubtedly the

occasion of it. This abandoned miscreant did not

discover the least symptom of concern for Thom-

son's death, although he must have been conscious

to himself of having driven him by ill usage to

that fatal resolution ;
but desired the captain to set

Morgan at liberty again, to look after the patients.

Accordingly, one of the corporals was sent up to

unfetter him ; but he protested he would not be re-

leased until he should know for what he was con-

fined ; nor would he be a tennis-ball, nor a shuttle-

cock, nor a drudge, nor a scullion, to any captain

under the sun. Oakum, finding him obstinate, and

fearing it would not be in his power to exercise his

tyranny much longer with impunity, was willing

to show some appearance of justice, and therefore

ordered us both to be brought before him on the

quarter-deck, where he sat in state, with his clerk

on one side, and his counsellor Mackshane on the

other. When we approached, he honoured us with

this salutation :
" So, gentlemen, d—n my blood !

many a captain in the navy would have ordered

you both to be tucked up to the yard's ami, without

either judge or jury, for the crimes you have been

guilty of; but, d—n my blood! I have too much

good nature, in allowing" such dogs as you to make

your defence." " Captain Oakum," said my fellow-

sufferer, "certainly it is in your power (Got help

the while) to tuck us all up at your will, and desire,

and pleasures. And perhaps it would be petter for

some of us to be tucked up, than undergo the

miseries to which we have been exposed. So may

the farmer hang his kids for his diversion, and

amusement, and mirth ; but there is such a thing

as justice, if not upon earth, surely in heaven, that

will punish with fire and primstone all those who

take away the lives of innocent people out of wan-

tonness and parparity, look you. In the mean

time. I shall be glad to know the crimes laid to

my charse, and see the person who accuses me."

" That you shall," said the captain ;
" here, doctor,

what have you to say r" Mackshane stepping for-

ward, hemmed a good while, in order to clear his

throat, and, before he began, Morgan accosted him

thus :
" Doctor Mackshane, look in my face—look

in the face of an honest man, who abhors a false

witness as he abhors the tevil, and Got be judge

between you and me." The doctor, not minding

this conjuration, made the following speech, as near

as I can remember :
" I'll tell you what, Mr. Mor-

gan, to be sure what you say is just, in regard to

an honest man, and if so be it appears as how you

are an honest man, then it is my opinion that you

deserve to be acquitted, in relation to that there

affair ; for I tell you what, Captain Oakum is re-

solved for to do every body justice. As for my own

part, all that I have to allege is, that I have been

informed you have spoken disrespectful words

against your captain, who, to be sure, is the most

honourable and generous commander in the king's

service, without disparagement or exception of

man, woman, or child." Having uttered this ele-

gant harangue, on which he seemed to plume him-

self, Morgan replied, " I do partly guess, and

conceive, and understand your meaning, which I

wish could be more explicit ; but, however, I do

suppose I am not to be condemned upon bare hear-

say • or if I am convicted of speaking disrespect-

fully of Captain Oakum, I hope there is no treason

in my words." " But there's mutiny, by G—d, and

that's death by the articles of war," cried Oakum.
" In the mean time, let the witnesses be called."

Hereupon Mackshane's servant appeared, and the

boy of our mess, whom they had seduced and tu-

tored for the purpose. The first declared that

Morgan, as he descended the cockpit ladder one

day,"cursed the captain, and called him a savage

beast saying, he ought to be hunted down as an

enemy to mankind. " This," said the clerk, " is a

strong presumption of a design formed against the

captain's life. For why ? It presupposes malice

aforethought, and a criminal intention a prion.

" Right," said the captain to this miserable grub,

who^had been an attorney's boy, " you shall have

law enough; here's Cook and Littlejohn for it.

This evidence was confirmed by the boy, who

affirmed, he heard the first mate say that the captain

had no more bowels than a bear, and the surgeon

had no more brains than an ass. Then the senti-

nel, who heard our discourse on the poop, was

examined, and informed the court that the \\ elsh-

man assured me, Captain Oakum and Doctor

Mackshane would toss upon billows of burning

brimstone in hell for their barbarity. The clerk

observed, that there was an evident prejudication,

which confirmed the former suspicion of a con-

spiracy against the life of Captain Oakum; for,

because, how could Morgan so positively pronounce

that the captain and surgeon would be d—d, unless

he had an intention to make away with them be-

fore they could have time to repent ? This sage

explanation had great weight with our noble com-

mander, who exclaimed, "What have you to say

to this Taffy ? you seem to be taken all aback, bro-

ther ha !" Morgan was too much of a gentleman

to disown the text, although he absolutely denied

the truth of the comment. Upon which the captain,

strutting up to him, with a ferocious countenance,

said,
" So, Mr. Son of a b—h, you confess you

honoured me with the names of bear and beast

and pronounced my d tion ? D—n my heart !

I have a good mind to have you brought to a

court-martial, and hanged, you dog." Here Mack-

shane, having occasion for an assistant, interposed,

and begged the captain to pardon Mr. Morgan, with

his wonted goodness, upon condition that he, the

delinquent, should make such submission as the

nature of the misdemeanour demanded. I pon

which the Cambro-Briton, who on this occasion

would have made no submission to the Great

Mogul, surrounded with his guards, thanked the

doctor for his mediation, and acknowledged himselt

in the wrong for calling the image of God a peast;

-But," said he, "I spoke by metaphor, and para-

ble, and comparison, and types; as we signify

meekness by a lamb, lechery by a goat, and crafti-

ness by a fox, so we liken ignorance to an ass, and

brutality to a bear, and fury to a tiger; therefore

I made use of these similes to express my senti-

ments, look you, and what I said before Got I ww
not unsay before man or peast neither. Oakum

was so provoked at this insolence, as he termed it.

that he ordered him forthwith to be carried to the

place of his confinement, and his clerk to proceed

on the examination of me. The first question put

to me was touching the place of my nativity, which

I declared to be the north of Scotland. " The north

of Ireland, more like," cried the captain ;
" but we

shall bring you up presently." He then asked what
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religion I professed ; and when I answered, " The
Protestant," swore I was as arrant a Roman as ever
went to mass. "Come, come, clerk," continued
he, " catechise him a little on this subject," But
before I relate the particulars of the clerk's in-
quiries, it will not be amiss to inform the reader
that our commander himself was an Hibernian,
and, if not shrewdly belied, a Roman Catholic to
boot. " You say you are a Protestant," said the
clerk

;
" make the sign of the cross with your

fingers—so; and swear upon it to that affirmation."
When I was about to perform this ceremony, the
captain cried, with some emotion, " No, no, d—me!
I'll have no profanation, neither. But go on with
your interrogations." " Well, then," proceeded my
examiner, " how many sacraments are there " To
which I replied, " Two." " What are they ?" said
he. I answered, " Baptism and the Lord's Supper."
"And so you would explode confirmation and
marriage altogether?" said Oakum; "I thouo-ht
this tellow was a rank Roman." The clerk, though
he was bred under an attorney, could not refrain
from blushing at this blunder, which he endea-
voured to conceal, by observing, that these decoys
would not do with me, who seemed to be an old
offender. He went on with asking, if I believed in
transubstantiation

; but I treated the notion of a
real presence with such disrespect, that his patron
was scandalized at my impiety, and commanded
htm to proceed to the plot. Whereupon this mise-
rable pettifogger told me, there was great reason
to suspect me of being a spy on board ; and that I
had entered into a conspiracy with Thomson, and
others not yet detected, against the life of CaptainOakum

:
which accusation they pretended to sup-

port by the evidence of our boy, who declared he
had often heard the deceased Thomson and me
whispering together, and could distinguish the
words " Oakum, rascal, poison, pistol." By which
expressions it appeared we did intend to use si-
nister means to accomplish his destruction

; that
the death of Thomson seemed to confirm this con-
jecture

;
who, either feeling the stings of remorse,

tor being engaged in such a horrid confederacy or
fearing a discovery, by which he must have in-
fallibly suffered an ignominious death, had put a
fatal period to his own existence. But what esta-
blished the truth of the whole was a book in
ciphers, found among my papers, which exactly
tallied with one found in his chest, after his disap-
pearance. This, he observed, was a presumption
yery near proof positive, and would determine any
jury m Christendom to find me guilty. In my own
defence, I alleged that I had been dragged on board
at first very much against my inclination, as I
could prove by the evidence of some people now in
the ship, consequently could have no design of be-
coming spy at that time ; and ever since had been
entirely out of the reach of any correspondence
that could justly entail that suspicion upon me. As
for conspiring against my captain's life, it could not
be supposed that any man in his right wits would
harbour the least thought of such an undertaking
which he could not possibly perform without cer-
tain infamy and ruin to himself, even if he had all
the inclination m the world. That, allowing the
boy s evidence to be true (which I affirmed was
false and malicious), nothing conclusive could be
gathered from a few incoherent words. Neither
was the fate of Mr. Thomson a circumstance more
favourable for the charge ; for I had in my pocket

a letter which too well explained that mystery, in
a very different manner from that which'was sup-
posed. With these words I produced the following
letter, which Jack Rattlin brought to me the very
day after Thomson disappeared ; and told me it
was committed to his care by the deceased, who
made him promise not to deliver it sooner. The
clerk, taking it out of my hand, read aloud the con-
tents, which were these

:

" Dear Fhiend,—I am so much oppressed with the fa-
tigue I daily and nightly undergo, and the barbarous usage
of Doctor Mackshane, who is bent on your destruction as
welt as mine, that I am resolved to free myself from this
miserable life, and before you receive this, shall be no more
I could have wished to die in your good opinion, which I am
atraid I shall forfeit by the last act of my life; but if youcannot acquit me, I know you will at least preserve some
regard for the memory of an unfortunate young man who
loved you. I recommend it to you to beware of Mackshane
whose revenge is implacable. I wish all prosperity to you'and Mr. Morgan, to whom pray offer my last respects andbeg to be remembered as your unhappy friend and country-
mani "William Thomson."

This letter was no sooner read, than Mackshane,m a transport of rage, snatched it out of the clerk's
hands, and tore it into a thousand pieces, saying, it
was a villanous forgery, contrived and executed by
myself. The captain and clerk declared themselves
of the same opinion, although I insisted on having
the remains of it compared with other writings ot
Thomson, which they had in their possession ; and
I was ordered to answer the last article of my ac-
cusation, namely, the book of ciphers found anion"-
my papers. " That is easily done," said I ; " what
you are pleased to call ciphers, are no other than
the Greek characters, in which, for my amusement,
I kept a diary of every thing remarkable that has
occurred to my observation, since the beginning of
the voyage till the day on which I was put in irons

;

and the same method was practised by Mr. Thom-
son, who copied mine." "A very likely story!"
cried Mackshane, "what occasion was there for
using Greek characters, if you were not afraid of
discovering what you had wrote? But what d'ye
talk of Greek characters ? D'ye think I am so ig-
norant of the Greek language, as not to distinguish
its letters from these, which aremo more Greek than
Chinese ? No, no, I will not give up my knowledge
of the Greek for you, nor none that ever came
from your country." So saying, with an unparalleled
effrontery, he repeated some gibberish, which by
the sound seemed to be Irish, and made it pass for
Greek with the captain, who, looking at me with a
contemptuous sneer, exclaimed, "Ah! ah! have you
caught a tartar?" I could not help smiling at the
consummate assurance of this Hibernian, and offered
to refer the dispute to any bodv on board who un-
derstood the Greek alphabet. Upon which Morgan
was brought back, and being made acquainted with
the affair, took the book and read a whole page in
English without hesitation, deciding the controversy
in my favour. The doctor was so far from being out
of countenance at this detection, that he affirmed
Morgan was in the secret, and repeated from his
own invention. Oakum said, " Ay, ay, I see they
are both in a story ;" and dismissed my fellow-mate
to his cock-loft, although I proposed that he and I
should read and translate separately, any chapter
or verse in the Greek Testament in'his possession,
by which it would appear whether we or the surgeon
spoke truth. Not being endued with eloquence
enough to convince the captain that there could be
no juggle nor confederacy in this expedient, I begged

F
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to be examined by some unconcerned person on

board who understood Greek. Accordingly he

thole ship's company, officers and mJed
unon deck, among whom it was proclaimed, that it

any of them could speak Greek, he or they so

nullified should ascend the quarter-deck imme-

diately After some pause, two fore-mast men came

up and professed their skill in that language which

"hey said, thev acquired during yg%Z
he Levant, among the Greeks of the Morea. The

captain exulted much in this declaration, and put

mv journal-book into the hands of one of them

who candidlv owned he could neither read nor

write the other acknowledged the same degree of

France, but pretended to speak the Greek lingo

w£h anv man on board ; and addressing himself to

me pronounced some sentences of a barbarous

Corrupted language, winch I did not understand.

I asserted, that the modern Greek was as different

from that'spoke and written by the ancients as he

English used now from the old Saxon spoke in he

time of Hengisti and as I had only learned the

true original tongue, in which Homer, Pindar, the

Evan-efists, and other great men of antiquity wrote,

i could no be supposed that I should know any

thing of an imperfect Gothic dialect that rose on

he reins of the former, and scarce retained any

JaeeTof the old expression. But if Doctor Mack-

shaue, who pretended to be master of the Greek

aTuage, could maintain a conversation with these

seamen, I would retract what I had said, and be

conTent to suffer any punishment he should think

proper to inflict. I had no sooner uttered these

wonK than the surgeon, lowing one of these fel-

lows to be his countryman, accosted him m Irish,

and was answered in the same brogue; then a dia-

logue ensued between them, which they affirmed to

he in Greek, after having secured the secresj of

the other tar, who had his cue in the language of

the Morea from his companion, before they could

venture to assert such an intrepid falsehood I

thought," said Oakum, "we should discover fee

•
B '

i oct T Pt the rascal be carried baciv
imposture at last. Let ineusui H .

to his confinement. I find he must dangle Having

nothing further to urge in my own behatf
,
before a

court to prejudiced with spite, and forbfied_with

ignorance against truth, I suffered myself to be re-

conducted peaceably to my fellow-pmoner who

nearing the particulars of my trial, lilted up his

handstand e^es to heaven, and a^a«M

Mackshane's dialogue, as I have explained it above

This detection coming to the ears of the doctor,

who was sensible that, now we were in sight of

Jamaica, we should have an opportunity of clearing

ourselves before a court-martial, and, at the same

time of making his malice and ignorance con-

snicuous, he interceded for us with the captam so

effectually, that, in a few hours, we were set at li-

berty, and ordered to return to our duty. This was

a happy event for me, my whole body being blistered

by the sun, and my limbs benumbed by wan of

motion But I could scarce persuade the Welsh-

man to accept of this indulgence, he persisting m
his obstinacy to remain in irons until he should be

di charged bv a court-martial, which he believed

would also do him justice on his enemies. At length

I represented to him the precarious issue of a trial,

the power and interest of his adversaries, and flat-

tered his revenge with the hope of wreaking his

resentment with his own hands upon Mackshane

after our return to England. This last argument

fad mo e weight with Wm than all the rest, and

prevailed upon him to repair with me to the cock-

nit which I no sooner entered than the idea of my

departed friend presented itself to my remembrance,

and filled my eyes with tears. We discharged from

our mess the boy who acted so perfidiouslj
,
not-

withstanding his tears, entreaties, and professions

31 See for what he had done ;
but not before

he had confessed that the surgeon had br bed him

to eive evidence against us, with a pair of stockings,

and a couple of ofd check shirts, of which Ins ser-

vant had since plundered him.
.

The keys of our chests and lockers being sent to

us by the doctor, we detained the messenger until

we had examined the contents ; and my feUow-mate

findin- all his Cheshire cheese consumed to a crust,

his brandy exhausted, and his onions gone, was

seized with a fit of choler, which he discharged

on Mackshane's man in oaths f-d
execration^

threatening to prosecute him as a thief. The fellow

swore in his turn, that he never had the keys in his

possession till that time, when he received them

From his master, with orders to deliver them
i

to us^

« As Got is my judge," cried Morgan, and my

satiation, and my witness, whosoever has pilfered

mv provisions, is a lousy, peggarly, rascallj knave,

audby the soul of my grandsire ! I will impeach

and accuse, and indict him of a ropperj, it I did

W know who he is."-Had
n, and uttered a dreadful ^n°w

where we could not repair the loss, m
disburden his thoughts to

|

P^^'
this descendant of Caractacus would

Sre lost his wits entirely; but, when I observe!
groan ; and not daring to

me by speech, lest he might be overheardJry the

sentinel, burst forth into a Welsh song, which he

accompanied with a thousand contortions of face,

and violent gestures of body.

CHAPTER XXXI.

1 discover a Subordination against me, by means of a Quarrel

betwlen two of the Evidences; in consequence oC which

I am set at Liberty, and prevail upon Morgan to accept °f

his Freedom on the same Terms-Mackshane s Malice

_Y7e arrive at Jamaica, from whence, in a

beat up to Hispaniola, in conjunction with the Yv est India

Squadron—We take in Water, sail again, and arrive at

Carthagena—Reflections on our Conduct there.

Meanwhile, a quarrel happened between the two

modern Greeks, the one, to be revenged of the

other came and discovered to us the mystery ot

have iosi ms wns tu."«j ,
—

-,
—

-

how easv it would be to remedy this paltij mis-

eCcThe became more calm, and reconciled

hhnsetf to the occasion. A MeirUe after^th*

transnort the surgeon came into the berth, under

jErf taking
g
something out of the medicine

chest, and with a smiling aspect, wished us joj ot

our deliverance, which, he said, he had been at

great pains to obtain of the captain, who was very

fvLtly incensed at our behaviour ; but he (the doctor)

had passed his word for our future conduct and he

hoped we should give him no cause to repent of his

kindness. He expected, no doubt, an acknowledg-

menTfrom us for this pretended piece of service as

well as a general amnesty of what was past
;
but he

had to do with people who were not quite
:

so apt to

foro-ive injuries as he imagined, or to forget, that,

if our deliverance was owing to his mediation our

calamity was occasioned by his mahce. I
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sat silent, while my companion answered, " Ay ay
tis no matter. Got knows the heart—there" is a
time tor all things, as the wise man saith, there is
a time for throwing away stones, and a time to
gather them up again." He seemed to be dis-
concerted at this reply, and went away in a pet
muttering something about « ingratitude " and
fellows, of which we did not think fit to take

any notice.

Our fleet having joined another that waited for
us, lay at anchor about a month in the harbour at
lort Royal in Jamaica, during which time some-
thing of consequence was certainly transacted

:

notwithstanding the insinuations of some who
affirmed we had no business at all in that place;
that, m order to take the advantage of the season
proper for our enterprise, the West India squadron,
which had previous notice of our coming, oim-ht to
have joined us at the west end of Hispaniola, with
necessary stores and refreshments, from whence we
could have sailed directly for Carthagena, before
the enemy could put themselves in a good posture
of defence, or, indeed, have an inkling of our
design. Be this as it will, we sailed from Jamaica
and, m ten days or a fortnight, beat up against the
wind as far as the Isle of Vache, with an 'intention
as was said, to attack the French fleet, then supposed
to be lying near that place; but, before we arrived
they had sailed for Europe, having first despatched
an advice-boat to Carthagena, with an account of
our being m those seas, as also of our strength and
destination. We loitered here some days Ion eer
taking ,n wood, and brackish water, in the usewhereof however, our admiral seemed to consult
the health of the men, by restricting each to a
quart a day. At length we set sail, and arrived in
a bay to the windward of Carthagena, where wecame to an anchor, and lay at our ease ten days
onger. Here again certain malicious people took
occasion to blame the conduct of their superiorsby saying, that in so doing, they not only un-
profatably wasted time, which was very precious
considering the approach of the rainy season, bin
also allowed the Spaniards to recollect themselvesfrom the terror occasioned by the approach of an
English fleet, at least three times as numerous as
ever appeared in that part of the world before,
but, it I might be allowed to give my opinion of the
matter, I would ascribe this delay to the generosity
of our chiefs, who scorned to take any advantage
that fortune might give them, even over an enemy
At last however, we weighed, and anchored again
somewhat nearer the harbour's mouth, where we
made shift to land our marines, who encamped on
the beach in despite of the enemy's shot, which
knocked a good many of them on the head This
piece of conduct, in choosing a camp under the
walls of an enemy's fortification, which, I believe
never happened before, was practised, I presume'
with a view of accustoming the soldiers to stand
nre, who were not as yet much used to discipline,
most of them haying been taken from the plough-
tail a few months before. This expedient again has
furnished matters for censure against the ministry,
lor sending a few raw recruits on such an important
enterprise, while so many veteran regiments lay
inactive at home. But surely our governors had
their reasons for so doing, which possibly may be
disclosed w.th other secrets of the deep. Perhapsthey were loth to risk their best troops on such
desperate service; or the colonel and field officers
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of the old corps, who, generally speaking, enjoyed
their commissions as sinecures or pensions for
some domestic services tendered to the court, refused
to embark in such a dangerous and precarious
undertaking

; for which refusal, no doubt, they
are much to be commeuded.

CHAPTER XXXII.
Our Land Forces being disembarked, erect a Fascine Bat-
ter}'—Our Ship is ordered, with four more, to batter the
Fort of Boca Chica—Ma^kshane's Cowardice—The Chap-
lain's frenzy—Honest Rattlin loses one Hand—His He-
roism, and reflections on the Battle—Crampley's behaviour

to me during the heat of the Fight.

Our forces, being landed and stationed as I have
already mentioned, set about erecting a fascine
battery to cannonade the principal fort of the
enemy, and in something more than three weeks
it was ready to open. That we might do the
Spaniards as much honour as possible, it was de-
termined, in a council of war, that five of on-
largest ships should attack the fort on one side
while the battery, strengthened by two mortars and
twenty-four cohorns, should ply it on the other

Accordingly the signal for our ship to engage
among others, was hoisted, we being advertised the
night before to make every thing clear for that
purpose

;
and in so doing, a difference happened

between Captain Oakum and his well-beloved
cousin and counsellor Mackshane, which had well
nigh terminated in an open rupture. The doctor
who had imagined there was no more danger of
being hurt by the enemy's shot in the cockpit thanm the centre of the earth, was lately informed that a
surgeon's mate had been killed in that part of the
ship, by a cannon-ball from two small redoubts
that were destroyed before the disembarkation of
our soldiers

; and therefore insisted upon having a
platform raised for the convenience of the sick and
wounded m the after-hold, where he deemed him-
self more secure than on the deck above. The
captain, offended at this extraordinary proposal
accused him of pusillanimity, and told him there
was no room in the hold for such an occasion ; or
if there was, he could not expect to be indulged
more than the rest of the surgeons of the navy
who used the cockpit for that purpose Fear
rendering Mackshane obstinate, he persisted in his
demand, and showed his instructions, by which it
was authorized. The captain swore these instruc-
tions were dictated by a parcel of lazy poltroonswho were never at sea; nevertheless, he was
obliged to comply, and sent for the carpenter to
give him orders about it : but, before any such
measure could be taken, our signal was thrown
out and the doctor compelled to trust his carcase
in the cockpit, where Morgan and I were busy inputting our instruments and dressings in order
Our

'

ship, with others destined for this service
immediately weighed, and, in less than half anhour, came to an anchor before the castle of Boca
Cnica, with a spring upon our cable; and thecannonading (which, indeed, was terrible!) be-an
I he surgeon, after having crossed himself, felfflaton the deck

;
and the chaplain and purser whowere stationed with us in quality of assistants, fol-lowed his example, while the Welshman and I satupon a chest looking at one another with great
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discomposure, scarce able to refrain from the like

prostration. And, that the reader may know it

was not a common occasion that alarmed us thus,

I must inform him of the particulars of this

dreadful din that astounded us. The fire of the

Spaniards proceeded from eighty-four great guns,

beside a mortar and small arms, m Boca Lhica,

thirtv-six in Fort St. Joseph, twenty in two fascine

batteries, and four men-of-war, mounting sixty-four

guns each. This was answered by our land bat-

tery mounted with twenty-one cannon, two mor-

tar's' and twenty-four cohorns, and five greatships

of eighty or seventy guns, that fired without inter-

mission We had not been many minutes engaged,

when one of the sailors brought another on his

back to the cockpit, where he tossed him down like

a ba°- of oats, and pulling out his pouch, put a

large^chew of tobacco in his mouth, without speak-

in" a word. Morgan immediately examined the

condition of the wounded man, and cried out, " As

I shall answer now, the man is as lead as my great

grandfather."-" Dead," said his comrade, " he

maybe dead now, for aught I know, but 1 11 be

d—d if he was not alive when I took him up. —
So saying, he was about to return to his quarters,

when I bade him carry the body along with him

and throw it overboard.—" D-n the body !
said

he " I think 'tis fair enough if I take care ot my

own " My fellow-mate snatching up the amputa-

tion knif^ pursued him half way up the cockpit

ladder, crying, "You lousy rascal, is this the

churchyard, or the charnel-house, or the sepulchre,

or the Golgotha of the ship ?" but was stopped in

his career by one calling, " Yo ho, avast there-

scaldings." " Scaldings !" answered Morgan, Got

knows, 'tis hot enough, indeed: who are you?

« Here's one," replied the voice. And I imme-

diately knew it to be that of my honest friend, Jack

Rattlin, who, coming towards me, told me, with

creat deliberation, he was come to be docked at

last and discovered the remains of one hand which

had been shattered to pieces with a grape shot, i

lamented with unfeigned sorrow his misfortune,

which he bore with heroic corn-age, observing, that

every shot had its commission. It was well it did

not take him in the head ;
or, if it had, what then ?

he should have died bravely, fighting for his king

and country : death was a debt which every- man

owed, and must pay ; and that now was as well as

another time. I was much pleased and edified w lth

the maxims of this sea philosopher, who endured

the amputation of his left hand without shrinking

;

the operation being performed, at his request, by

me after Mackshane, who was with difficulty pi e-

vailed to lift his head from the deck, had dec ared

there was a necessity for his losing the limb.

While I was employed in dressing the stump, 1

asked Jack's opinion of the battle, who, shaking

his head, frankly told me, he believed we should

do no good; "For why? because instead of

dropping anchor close under shore, where
:

we

should have had to deal with one corner of Boca

Chica only, we had opened the harbour, and ex-

posed ourselves to the whole fire of the enemy from

their shipping and Fort St. Joseph, as well as from

the castle we intended to cannonade ; that, besides,

we lay at too great a distance to damage the walls,

and three parts in four of our shot did not take

place; for there was scarce any body on boara

who understood the pointing of a gun. Ah! God

help us !" continued he, " if your kinsman Lieute-

nant Bowling had been here, we should have had

other guess work."

By this time our patients had increased to such

a number, that we did not know which to begin

with • and the first mate plainly told the surgeon,

that if he did not get up immediately, and perform

his 'duty, he would complain of his behaviour to

the admiral, and make application for his warrant.

This remonstrance effectually roused Mackshane,

who was never deaf to an argument in which he

thought his interest was concerned ; he therefore

rose up, and in order to strengthen his resolution

had recourse more than once to a case-bottle ot

rum which he freely communicated to the chaplain

and purser, who had as much need of such extra-

ordinary inspiration as himself: being thus sup-

ported he went to work, and arms and legs were

hewed' down without mercy. The fumes of the

liquor mounting into the parson's brain, conspired,

with his former agitation of spirits, to make him

quite delirious ; he stripped himself to the skm,

and besmearing his body with blood aould scarce

be withheld from running upon deck in that con-

dition Jack Rattlin, scandalized at this deport-

ment, endeavoured to allay his transports with

reason ; but, finding all he said ineffectual, and great

confusion occasioned by his frolics, he knocked him

down with his right hand, and by threats kept him

nuiet in that state of humiliation. But it was not

in the power of mm to elevate the purser, who sat

on the floor wringing his hands, and cursing the

hour in which he left his peaceable profession of a

brewer in Rochester, to engage in such a hie ot

terror and disquiet. While we diverted ourselves

at the expense of this poor devil, a shot happened

to take us between wind and water, and, its course

being through the purser's store room, made a ter-

rible havock and noise among the jars and bottles

in its way, and disconcerted Mackshane so much,

that he dropped his scalpel, and, falling down on his

knees pronounced his paternoster aloud ;
the purser

fell backward, and lay without sense or motion

;

and the chaplain grew so outrageous that Rattlin

with one hand could not keep him under ;
so that

we were obliged to confine him in the surgeon s

cabin, where he was no doubt guilty of a thousand

extravagances. Much about this time, my old ant-

asonist Crampley came down, with express orders

a! he said, to bring me up to the quarter-deck, to

dress a slight wound the captain had received by a

splinter ; his reason for honouring me m particular

with this piece of service, being, that, in case I

should be killed or disabled by the way, my death

or mutilation would be of less consequence to the

ship's company than that of the doctor or

mate. At another time, perhaps, I might ha^ e dis-

puted this order, to which I was not bound to pay

the least regard; but as I thought my reputation

depended upon my compliance, 1 was resolve^

convince my rival that I was no more afraid than

he of exposing myself to danger. With this view

I provided myself with dressings, and followed him

immediately to the quarter-deck, through a most

infernal scene of slaughter, fire, smoke, and uproar.

Captain Oakum, who leaned against the nuzen-

mast, no sooner saw me approach in my shirt with

the sleeves tucked up to my arm-pits, and my hands

dyed with blood, than he signified his displeasure by

afrown. and asked why the doctor himself did not

come ? I told him Crampley had singled me out, as

if by express command ; at which reply he seemed
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surprised, and threatened to punish the midshipman
for his presumption after the engagement : in the
mean time I was sent back to my station, and or-
dered to tell Mackshane, that the captain expected
him immediately. I got safe back, and delivered
my commission to the doctor, who flatly refused to
quit the post assigned to him by his instructions

;

whereupon Morgan, who, I believe, was jealous of
my reputation for courage, undertook the affair,
and ascended with great intrepidity. The captain,
finding the surgeon obstinate, suffered himself to
be dressed, and swore he would confine Mackshane
as soon as the service should be over.
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CHAPTER XXXfll.
A Breach being made in the Walls, our Soldiers give the

Assault, and take the Place without opposition—Our
Sailors at the same time become Masters of all the other
Strengths near Boca Chica, and take possession of the
Harbour—The good consequence of the Success—We move
nearer the Town — Find two Forts deserted, and the
Channel blocked up with sunk Vessels

; which, however,
we find means to clear—Land our Soldiers at La Quinta—
Repulse a body of Militia—Attack the Castle of St. Lazar,
and are forced to retreat with great loss-The remains of
our Army are re-embarked—An effort of the Admiral to
take the Town—The economy of our Expedition described.

Having cannonaded the fort during the space of
four hours, we were all ordered to slip our cables
and sheer off

; but next day the engagement was
renewed, and continued from the mornino- till the
afternoon, when the enemy's fire from Boca Chica
slackened, and towards evening was quite silencedA breach being made on the other side, by our land
battery, large enough to admit a middle-sized ba-
boon, provided he could find means to climb up to
it,—our general proposed to give the assault that
very night, and actually ordered a detachment on
that duty. Providence stood our friend upon this
occasion, and put it into the hearts of the Spaniards
to abandon the fort, which might have been main-
tained oy resolute men till the day of judgment
against all the force we could exert in the attack
and while our soldiers took possession of the enemy's
ramparts without resistance, the same good luck
attended a body of sailors, who made themselves
masters of Fort St. Joseph, the fascine batteries
and one Spanish man-of-war; the other three
being burnt or sunk by the foe, that they might
not fall into our hands. The taking of these forts
in the strength of which the Spaniards chiefly
confided, made us masters of the outward harbour
and occasioned great joy among us ; as we laid our
accounts with finding little or no opposition from
the town

: and, indeed, if a few great ships had
sailed up immediately, before they had recovered
trom the confusion and despair that our unexpected
success had produced among them, it is not im-
possible that we might have finished the affair to
our satisfaction, without any more bloodshed

; but
this step our heroes disdained, as a barbarous insult
over the enemy's distress, and gave them all the
respite they could desire, in order to recollect them-
selves. In the mean time, Mackshane, taking the
advantage of this general exultation, waited on
our captain, and pleaded his cause so effectually,
that he was re-established in his good graces j and
as tor Crampley, there was no more notice taken of
Ins behaviour towards me during the action. But

of all the consequences of the victory, none was
more grateful than plenty of fresh water, after we
had languished five weeks on the allowance of a
purser's quart per diem for each man, in the torrid
zone, where the sun was vertical, and the expense
of bodily fluid so great, that a gallon of liquor
could scarce supply the waste of twenty-four hours

;

especially as our provision consisted of putrid salt
beef, to which the sailors gave the name of Irish
horse

;
salt pork of New England, which, though

neither fish nor flesh, savoured of both ; bread from
the same country, every biscuit whereof, like a piece
of clock-work, moved by its own internal impulse,
occasioned by the myriads of insects that dwelt
within it

; and butter served out by the gill, that
tasted like train-oil thickened with salt. Instead
of small beer, each man was allowed three half-
quarterns of brandy or rum, which were distributed
every morning, diluted with a certain quantity of
his water, without either sugar or fruit to render it
palatable

; for which reason, this composition was,
by the sailors, not unaptly styled Necessity. Nor
was this limitation of simple element owing to a
scarcity of it on board, for there was at this time
water enough in the ship for a voyage of six months,
at the rate of half a gallon per day to each man :

but this fast must, I suppose, have been enjoined by
way of penance on the ship's company for their
sins

; or rather with a view to mortify them into a
contempt of life, that they might thereby become
more resolute and regardless of danger. How
simple, then, do those people argue, who ascribe
the mortality among us to our bad provision and
want of water ; and affirm, that a great mam-
valuable lives might have been saved, if the useless
transports had been employed in fetching fresh
stock, turtle, fruit, and other refreshments from
Jamaica, and other adjacent islands, for the use of
the army and fleet ! seeing, it is to be hoped, that
those who died went to a better place, and those
who survived were the more easily maintained.
After all, a sufficient number remained to fall be-
fore the walls of St. Lazar, where they behaved
like their own country mastiffs, which shut their
eyes, run into the jaws of a bear, and have their
heads crushed for their valour.
But to return to my narration. After having

put garrisons into the forts we had taken, and re-
embarked our soldiers and artillery, a piece of ser-
vice that detained us more than a week, we ventured
up to the mouth of the inner harbour, guarded by
a large fortification on one side, and a small redoubt
on the other, both of which were deserted before
our approach, and the entrance of the harbour
blocked up by several old galleons, and two men
ot war that the enemy had sunk in the channel.We made shift, however, to open a passage for some
ships, that favoured a second landing of our troops
at a place called La Quinta, not far from the town,
where, after a faint resistance from a body of Spa-
niards who opposed their disembarkation, they
encamped with a design of besieging the castle of
St. -Lazar, which overlooked and commanded the
city. Whether our renowned general had nobodym his army who knew how to approach it in form,
or that he trusted entirely to the fame of his arms,
I shall not determine

; but, certain it is, a resolution
was taken m a council of war, to attack the place
with musketry only. This was put in execution,
and succeeded accordingly

; the enemy giving them
such a hearty reception, that the greatest part of
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the detachment took up their everlasting\*&<**
on the spot. Our chief, not relishing this kind ot

complaisance in the Spaniards, was w.se enough to

retreat on hoard with the remains of his arm)

which, from eight thousand able men ^edonthe

beach near Boca Chica, was now reduced to fifteen

hundred fit for service. The sick and wounded

were squeezed into certain vessels winch thence

obtained the name of hospital ships, though methmks

they scarce deserved such a creditable title, seeing

few of them could boast of their surgeon, nurse, or

cook : and the space between decks was so con-

fined, that the miserable patients had not room to

Slight in their beds. Their wounds and stumpsS ne-leeted, contracted filth and putrefaction,

Sd^ffiEofWgott --ere hatched amidst the

corruption of their sores. This inhuman disregard

was imputed to the scarcity of surgeons ;
though it

is well known, that every great ship m the fleet

could have spared one at least for this duty ;
an ex-

pedient which would have been more than sufficient

to remove this shocking inconvenience. But, per-

nios the general was too much of a gentleman to

S 'a favour of this kind from his fellow chief,

who on the other hand, would not derogate so

much from his own dignity, as to offer such assist-

•mce unasked ; for I may venture to affirm, that,

bv this time, the demon of Discord, with her sooty

wino-s, had breathed her influence upon our coun-

sels! and it might be said of these great meg
g

hone they will pardon the comparison ) as ot Caesar

and Ponipey, the one could not brook a superior,

and the other was impatient of an equal ;
so that

between the pride of one, and insolence of anothei

,

the enterprise miscarried, according to the proverb,

" Between two stools, the backside falls to the

around." Not that I would be thought to liken any

public concern to that opprobrious part of the hu-

man body, though I might with truth assert, if I

durst use such a vulgar idiom, that the nation did

hane an a—se at its disappointment on this occa-

sion" neither would I presume to compare the

capacity of our heroic leaders to any such wooden

convenience as a joint-stool, or a close-stool, but

onlv to signify by this simile the mistake the peo-

ple committed in trusting to the union of two instru-

ments that were never joined.

A day or two after the attempt on St. Lazai, the

admiral ordered one of the Spanish men of war we

had taken to be mounted with sixteen guns, and

manned with detachments from our great ships,

in order to batter the town. Accordingly she was

towed into the inner harbour in the mght, and

moored within half a mile of the walls, against

which she began to fire at day-break ;
and con-

tinued about six hours exposed to the opposition ot

at least thirty pieces of cannon which at length

obliged our men to set her on fire, and get ofl as

well as they could in their boats. This piece of

conduct afforded matter of speculation to all the

wits either in the army or navy, who were at last

fain to acknowledge it was a stroke of policy above

their comprehension. Some entertained such an

irreverent opinion of the admirals understanding,

as to think he expected the town would surrender

to his floating battery of sixteen guns. Others ima-

gined his sole intention was to try the enemy s

Strength, by which he should be able to compute

the number of great ships that would ^ necessary

to force the town to a capitulation. But this last

conjecture soon appeared groundless, inasmuch as

no ships of any kind whatever were afterwards em-

ployed on that service. A third sort swore, that

no other cause could be assigned for this under-

taking, than that which induced Don Quixote to

atiack the windmill. A fourth class, and that the

most numerous, though, without doubt, imposed

of the sanguine and malicious, plainly taxed this

commanded for want of honesty, as well as sense ;

and alleged, that he ought to have sacrificed pri-

vate pique to the interest of his country ;
that,

where
P
tlie lives of so many brave fellow-citizens

were concerned, he ought to have concurred with

the general, without being solicited, or even desired

toS their preservation and advantage; that, if

hiT ai lments could not dissuade him from a des-

perate^nterprise, it was his duty to have rendered

ft as practicable as possible, without running ext-

reme hazard ; that this coidd have been done

with a -ood prospect of success, by ordering five

m six large ships to batter the town, while the

°and force! stormed the castle; by these means a

considerable diversion would have been made ra

favour of those troops, who, in their march to the3 d in their retreat, suffered much more

from the town than from the castle ;
that the inha-

bits seeing themselves vigorously attacked on

aU hand;, wofld have been divided,
***J* °£

confused, and, in all probabily, unable to«Mttta

assailants. But all these suggestions surely pro-

ceeded from ignorance and malevolence or else

the adn ii aTwSuld not have found it such an easy

matter^ his return to England, to justify h« con-

due t to a ministry at once so upright and discern-

in^ True it is, that those who undertook to

vindicate him on 'the spot, asserted that *lere^was

not water enough for our great ships near the town

,

tS this was a little unfortunately urged, becauseS happened to be pilots in the fleet perfectly

well acquainted with the soundings of the harbour

who affirmed there was water enough for five e.gh jr-

Inn ships to he abreast, almost up at the very walls.

The disappointments we suffered occasioned a uni-

versal dejection, which was not at all alleviated by

he objects tha daily and hourly entertained our

eyes nor by the prospect of what must have inevi-

tably happened, had we remained much longer m
his place Such was the economy in some ships,

hat rather ban be at the trouble of interring the

dead the commanders ordered their men totow

or winding-sheet ; so that numbers of human car

c sses fiofted in the harbour, until^ ^ffo^d
voured by sharks and carrion crows, which afforded

no agreeable spectacle to those who survived. At

the s^me time the wet season began, during which

a delude of rain falls from the rising to the setting

of the sun without intermission ; and that no sooner

ceases than it begins to thunder and lighten with

such continual flashing, that one can see to read a

very small print by the illumination.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

An Epidemic Fever rages among us-We abandon our C m

quetls—I am seized with the Distemper-V nte a Petouon

?
"the Captain, which is rejected-I am in danger of Suffo-

cation through the malice of Crampley ;
and reheved b> a

Serieant-Mv Fever increases-The Chaplam wants to Con-

fe 111 obtain a favourable Crisis-Morgan's affecnon

for me proved-The behaviour of Mackshane ana Cramp-

Towards me-Captain Oa*>* is removed into another
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Ship, with his beloved Doctor-Our new Captain described—An Adventure of Morgan.

The change of the atmosphere, occasioned by thisphenomenon conspired, with the stench that sur-
rounded us, the heat of the climate, our own con-
stitutions impoverished by bad provisions, and
our despair, to introduce the bilious fever among
us, which raged with such violence, that three"
fourths of those whom it invaded died in a deplor-
able manner; the colour of their skin being, by the
extreme putrefaction of the juices, changed into
that of soot.

Our conductors, finding things in this situation,
perceived it was high time to relinquish our con-
quests

;
and this we did, after having rendered their

artillery useless, and blown up their walls with
gunpowder. Just as we sailed from Boca Chica
?
n
;,

Ur .'et"ra t0 Jamaica, I found myself threat-ened with the symptoms of this terrible distemper-™fe7e7 wel1 f'at I stood no chance for

wlT; h A tl
be °bllSed t0 Ue in the cockpit,which by this time was grown intolerable, even topeople in health by reason of the heat and un-

ne hionTr
611 0fdeca>-ed P™™, I wrote apetition to the captain, representing my case, andhumbly imploring his permission to lie among the

soldiers m the middle deck, for the benefit of the

tor\l I
lmg lt have SPared m -

vself the trouble
;tor this humane commander refused my request

^
d^d^ to continue in the place allotted forthe surgeon s mates, or else to be contented to lie

mo e

e

off
OSPlta1

'

Wl
i

Ch
' by the b?'™ «»*» Agreesmore offensive and more suffocating than our own

wn n
b
f
l0W

- ^n°ther in mY edition, p ha™would have submitted to his fate, and died n apet; but I could not brook the thoughts of perish-ing so pitifully, after I had weathered so manySesof hard fortune. I therefore, without mindingOakums injunction, prevailed upon the soldiers
3

whose good Willi had acquired, to admit my

C

mock, among them, and actually congratulatedmyself upon my comfortable situation
; wh etCrampley no sooner understood, than he signifiedto the captain my contempt of his orders andinvested with the power to turn me down tlbinto my proper habitation _ T)iis b Jg

thatT^T^td
v

6 S° mUCh against the
that I vowed, with bitter imprecations, to call himto a severe account, if ever it should be in my
fever?

""^ sPirits increased myfever to a violent degree. While I lay gaspino- forbreath in this infernal abode, I was visited t>v a

sd inlr
S

!
tei' th7 had been demolished by a

J! ' t'
mg 0UI

'r
laSt ^gemeut He beinginto med of my condition, offered me the use of his

canvass
11

atd "V? M ™S ^
op™ hin i7 T

alr

\
d by a P?rt-hole <** remainedopen wit nn it. I embraced this proposal with iovand was immediately conducted to the place where

. '-*fd, while my illness lasted, with ti eutmost tenderness and care by this grateful halber-dier, who had no other bed for himfelfXiThen-

enjoyed the breeze; notwithstanding which my
SpairefofH *7?< ",d 3t l^ ™at span ed of, though I never lost hopes of reeoverv
;

-en when I had the mortification from nj
1 iv who Hi ^' S6Ven thrown overboard everyday, who died of the same distemper. This confi-dence, I am persuaded, conduced a great deal to the
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preservation of my hfe, especially when joined toanother resolution I took at the beginning, namelyto refuse all medicine, which I could not he p thhik-ing cooperated with the disease, and, instead of re-sisting putre action, promoted a total degeneracy ofthe vital fluid When my friend Morgan!, thereforebrought his diaphoretic boluses, I put them n mymouth, tis true, but without any intention ofsw7lowing them
; and, when he went away, spit themout, and washed my mouth with water-Sue 1seemingly complied in this manner, that I mightnot affront the blood of Caractacu

, by a refosawhich might have intimated a diffidence of Ms physical capacity
;
for he acted as my physician, Doe-tor Mackshane never once inquiring about me oreven knowing where I was. When my d stemper

Zte and 'af,'
th?*ht ^™ d

"

"

f
e

Z f '

61 bavm
° aPPlied a blister to thenape of my neck, squeezed my hand, bidding me!

"Aawoetulcountenance.reconmiend'mysS S3and my Keteemer
; then taking his leave, desiredthe chaplain to come and administer some sph- uaconsolation to me; but before he arrived, I madeshift to rid myself of the troublesome applicationthe Welshman had bestowed on my back Theparson having felt my pulse, inqufred into "thenature of my complaints, hemmed a little andbegan thus

:
" Mr. Kandom, God out of his infin temercy hath been pleased to visit you witha d eadfuldistemper, the issue of which no man knows Yonmay be permitted to recover, and live mlny dayson the face of the earth; and, which is more pro-bable, you maybe taken away and cut off in

P
theflower of your youth. It is incumbent on youtherefore, to prepare for the great change b/re'pentmg sincerely of your sins? of this there cannot

which
gI

T

ef '

SlgD
'

than aD iDgenuous confess™

mental ZTV™ t0 f^e, without hesitation ormental reservation; and when I am convinced ofyour sincerity, I will then give you such comfortas the situation of your soul wiU admit of. fi!out doubt, you have been guilty of number ess

nT
S

fCi°
nS t0 y°Utb is -'^ect, a'swea !mg, drunkenness whoredom, and adultery; tellme therefore, without reserve, the particulars of*each especially the last, that I may ISwith the true state of your conscience : for no phvs.e.an will prescribe for his patient until he knowsthe circumstances of his disease." As I las nounder any apprehensions of death, I could noThehsmiling at the chaplain's inquisitive remonXaSwhich I told him savoured more of theSffiof the Protestant church, in recommendingSlar confession; a thing, in my opinion not at ,1

necessaij and what was only convenient - t'hJL

nan. At this word the chaplain expressed Sat"

Jinghsh government. Then he asked if iw
received the sacrament, or taken ti e oaths "thTquestions I replying in the neVa3* te he7d up
w shedtmfX

e(I

Ti
he C0UU> ™ « "-*!

"

wished I might not be m a state of reprobation.
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and returned to his messmates, who were making

merry in the ward-room, round a table well stored

with 'bumbo* and wine. This insinuation, terrible

as it was. had not such an effect upon me as the

fever, which, soon after he had left me, grew out-

rageous; I began to see strange chimeras, and

concluded myself on the point ol becoming deli-

rious: iu the mean time, being in great danger of

suffocation, I started up in a kind ot frantic fat, with

an intention to plunge myself into the sea
;
and as

my friend the serjeant was not present, would

certainly have cooled myself to some purpose had

I not perceived a moisture upon my thigh, as 1 en-

deavoured to get out of my hammock The appear-

ance of this revived my hopes, and I had reflection

and resolution enough to take advantage of this

favourable symptom, by tearing the shirt from my

body, and sheets from my bed, and wrapping my-

self" in a thick blanket, in which enclosure for

about a quarter of an hour, I felt the pains of hell

;

but it was not long before I was recompensed foi

my suffering, by a profuse sweat, that bursting

from the whole surface of my skm, in less than

two hours relieved me from all my complaints, ex-

cept that of weakness ; and left me as hungry as

a
Venioyed a very comfortable nap, after which I

was regaling myself with the agreeable reverie of

my future happiness, when I heard Morgan, on he

outside of the curtain, ask the sergeant I was ah e

still 5 " Alive !" cried the other, " God forbid he

should be otherwise ! he has lain quiet these five

hours, and I do not choose to disturb him, for sleep

wiU do him great service." "Aye, said my fellow-

mate, "he sleeps so sound, look you, that he will

never waken till the great trump blows. Got be

merciful to his soul '. He has paid his debt like an

honest man. Aye, and moreover he is at rest from

all persecutions, and troubles, and afflictions of

which Got knows, and I know, he had his own

-hare Ochree! Ochree! he was a promising

youth, indeed." So saying, he groaned grievously,

and began to whine in such a manner, as per-

suaded me he had a real friendship for me. The

sergeant, alarmed at his words, came into the berth

and while he looked upon me, I smiled and tipped

Mm the wink ; he immediately guessed my mean-

inn- and, remaining silent, Morgan was confirmed

bfhis opinion of my being dead :
whereupon he

approached with tears in his eyes m order to in-

dulge his grief with the sight ot the object. And

I counterfeited death so well, by fixing my eyes,

and dropping my under jaw, that he said, "There

he lies, no petter than a lump ot clay, Got help

me ;" and observed, by the distortion of my face

that I must have had a strong struggle. 1 should,

not have been able to contain myself much longer,

when he began to perform the last duty of-a friend

in closing my eyes and my mouth ;
upon which 1

suddenW snapped at his fingers, and discomposed

lum so much, that he started back turned pale as

ashes, and stared like the picture of Horror. Al-

though I could not help laughing at his appearance

I was concerned for his situation, and stretched out

my hand, telling him I hoped to live and eat some

salmagundy of his making m England. It TO
some time before he cotdd recollect himsetf so far

a< to feel my pulse, and inquire into the particulars

of my disease! But when he found I had enjoyed

• B.imbo is a liquor composed of rum, sugar, water, and

nutmeg.

a favourable crisis, he congratulated me upon my

good fortune, not failing to ascribe it, under Got,

to the blister he had applied to my back, at his last

visit,
" Which, by the by," said he, " must now be

removed and dressed." He was actually going to

fetch dressings, when I, feigning astonishment,

said, "Bless me! sure you never applied a blister

to me ; there is nothing on my back, I assure you

But he could not be convinced till he had examined

it and then endeavoured to conceal fus confusion,

by expressing his surprise in finding the skm

untouched, and the plaster missing. In order to

excuse myself for paying so little regard to h s

prescription, I pretended to have heen insensible

when it was put on. and to have pulled it off after-

wards in a fit of delirium. This apology satisfied

my friend, who on this occasion abated a good

deal of his stiffness in regard to punctilio; and as

we were now safely arrived at Jamaica, where 1

had the benefit of fresh provisions and other re-

freshments, I recovered strength every day, and,

in a short time, my health and vigour were per-

fectly reestablished. When I got up at first, and

was "lust able to crawl about the deck with a stall

in my hand, I met Doctor Mackshane, who passed

by me with a disdainful look, and did not vouchsafe

to* honour me with one word. After him came

Cramplev, who, strutting up to me, with a fierce

countenance, pronounced, "Here's fine discipline

on board, when such lazy skulking sons of b-hes

as you are allowed, on pretence of sickness to lollop

at vour ease, while your betters are kept to hard

duty
"

The sight and behaviour of this malicious

scoundrel enraged me so much, that I could scarce

refrain from laying my cudgel across his pate; but

when I considered my present feebleness and the

enemies I had in the ship, who wanted only a pre-

tence to ruin me, I restrained my passion and con-

ten ed myself with telling him, I had not forgot his

nsolenceand malice, and that I hoped we should

meet one day on shore. At this declaration he

tinned shook his fist, and swore he longed for

nothing more than such an opportunity.

Meanwhile our ship was ordered to be heaved

down victualled, and watered, for her return to

England ; and our captain, for some reason or other,

not thinking it convenient for him to revisit his

native country at this time, exchanged with a gen-

tleman who. on the other hand, wished for nothing

so much, as to be safe without the tropic ;
all his

car? and tenderness of himself being insufficient to

preserve his complexion from the injur.es of the

^v^ttving left the ship,.and carried his

favourite Mackshane along with him, to my inex

pressible satisfaction, our new commander came on

board in a ten-oared barge overshadowed with a

vast umbrella, and appeared m everything the re

verse of Oakum, being a tall, thin young man

dressed in this manner: a white hat, garnished

whh a red feather, adorned his head, from whence

his hair flowed upon his shoulders, ,n ringlets, tied

behind with a ribbon. His coat, consisting of pink-

coloured silk lined with white, by the elegance of

,he cut retired backward, as it were to discover a

white satin waistcoat embroidered with goldL un-

buttoned at the upper part to display_a biooch set

with garnets, that glittered in the breast of his

shirt which was of the finest cambric, edged with

right Mechlin. The knees of his crimson velve

breeches scarcely descended so low as to meet his



silk stockings, which rose without spot or wrinkle
on his meagre legs, from shoes of blue Meroquin,
studded with diamond buckles, that flamed forth
rivals to the sun

! A steel-hilted sword, inlaid with
gold, and decked with a knot of ribbon which felldown m a rich tassel, equipped his side ; and an
amber-headed cane hung dangling from his wrist.
But the most remarkable parts of his furniture
were, a mask on his face, and white gloves on his
hands, which did not seem to be put on with an
intention to be pulled off occasionally, but were
fixed with a curious ring on the little finger of each
hand. In this garb Captain Whiffle, for that was
ins name, took possession of the ship, surrounded
with a crowd of attendants, all of whom, in their
different degrees, seemed to be of their patron's
disposition; and the air was so impregnated with
perfumes, that one may venture to affirm the clime
of Arabia Felix was not half so sweet-scented.My fellow-mate, observing no surgeon among hi.-tram thought he had found an occasion too favour-
able for himself to be neglected; and remembering
the old proverb, » Spare to speak, and spare tospeed resolved to solicit the new captains merest
immediate y, before any other surgeon could be
appointed for the ship. With this view he repaired
to the cabin m his ordinary dress, consisting of a

aSw U
Md

)
!
ro"sers

-
a brown linen waistcoat,and a nightcap of the same (neither of them very

clean) which, for his future misfortune, happened
to smell strong of 'tobacco. Entering without anv

WhiZ?
thlS SaCred Pkce

'
he Found Captain

Whiffle reposing on a couch, with a wrapper of finechintz about his body, and a muslin cap borderedwith lace about his head; and, after several Tow
congees, began m this manner: « Sir, I hope you

t on of one who has not the honour of being knownunto you, but who is, nevertheless, a shentleman

GoTheln
Pml; m01"e0Ver has had "-foitunes"Got help me, in the world." Here he was interrupted by the captain, who, on seeingTim Ladstarted up with great amazement at the novelty of™PPaiT0n

\
a
?
d havinS recollected himLlf,

pronounced, with a look and tone signifying disdain
curiosity, and surprise, "Zauns! who art tS
«. v^

S"
r

'geons first mate °n board of this ship,"
replied Morgan, "and I most vehemently desireand beseech you, with all submission, to be pleased
to condescend and vouchsafe to inquire into my
character, and my pehaviour, and my deserts
which, under Got, I hope will entitle me to thevacancy of surgeon." As he proceeded in his
speech, he continued advancing toward the captain,whose nostrils were no sooner saluted with the
aromatic flavour that exhaled from him, than he
cried, with great emotion, » Heaven preserve me

!

I am suffocated
! Fellow, fellow, away with thee.

Curse thee, fellow ! get thee gone. I shall be stunk
to death! At the noise of his outcries, his
servants ran into his apartment, and he accostedthem thus

: "Villains! cut-throats! traitors! Iam
betrayed! I am sacrificed !-WMl you not carry
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tifled thestench of him! oh! oh!" With these interjections
be sunk down upon his settee in a fit ; his valet dechambre plied him with a smelling bottle, onefootman chafed his temples with Hungary water
another sprinkled the floor with spirits "of lavendera third pushed Morgan out of the cabin; who«nung to the place where I was. sat down with a
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demure countenance, and, according to his customwhen he received an indignity which he durst not
revenge, began to sing a Welsh ditty. I guessed
he was under some agitation of spirits, and desired
to know the cause

; but, instead of answering me
directly, he asked, with great emotion, if I thou°-ht
him a monster and a stinkard ? » A monster and a
stinkard, said I, with some surprise, "did any body

«n l°f J
-" Got is *y J'«dge," replied he,

Captain Eifle did call me both
; aye, and all the

water in the Tawy will not wash it out of my re-
membrance. I do affirm, and vouch, and maintain
with my soul, and my pody, and my plood, look
you, that I have no smells about me, 'but such as a
Christian ought to have, except the effluvia of
tobacco, which is a cephalic, odoriferous, aromatic
Herb, and he is a son of a mountain goat who says
otherwise As for my being a monster, let that fee
as it is: I am as Got was pleased to create me
which, peradventure, is more than I shall aver ofhim who gave me that title ; for I will proclaim it
before the world, that he is disguised, and trans-
figured, and transmographied with affectation and
whimsies, and that he is more like a papoon than
one of the human race."

CHAPTER XXXV.
Captain Whiffle sends for me-His situation described-His
Surgeon arrives, prescril.es for him, and puts him to Bed-A Bed is put up for Mr. Simper contiguous to the StateRoom, which, with other parts of the Captain's behaviour
gives the Ship's Company a very unfavourable idea of their
Commander-I am detained in the West Indies by the
Admiral, and go on board of the Lizard Sloop of War in
quality of Surgeon's Mate, where I make myself known to
the Surgeon, who treats me very kindly-I go on Shore
sell my Ticket, purchase Necessaries, and, at my return
on Board, am surprised at the sight of Crampley, who is
appointed Lieutenant of the Sloop-We sail on a Cruise-
Take a Pnze, in which I arrive at Port Morant, under theCommand of my Messmate, with whom I live in great

Harmony

He was going on with an eulogium upon the
captain, when I received a message to clean myself
and go up to the great cabin ; and with this com-mand 1 instantly complied, sweetening myself with
rose water from the medicine chest When Ientered the room, I was ordered to stand bv the
door, until Captain Whiffle had reconnoitred me ata distance with a spy glass. He having consulted one
sense m this manner, bade me advance gradually
hat his nose might have intelligence, before it couldbe much offended. I therefore approached with
great caution and success, and he was pleased to

foL*
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is tolerable." I found him
foiling on his couch with a languishing air, hishead supported by his valet de chambre, whofrom time to time, applied a smelling bottle to hisnose Vergette," said he, in a squeaking tone
dost thou think this wretch (meaning me) wildo me no injury? may I venture to submit my arm

talk dat dere be great occasion for your honourlosing one small quantity of blodt
; and the you™man ave quelque chose of de bonne mien " "Welfthen, said his master, "I think I must venture "

Then, addressing himself to me, "Hast thou everblooded any body but brutes ? But I need not a.k
thee, for thou wilt tell me a most damnaWe hV
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"Brutes, Sir," answered I, pulling down his glove,

in order to feel his pulse, "I never meddle with

brutes
» " What the devil art thou about ?" cried

he « dost thou intend to twist off my hand? God s

curse' my arm is benumbed up to the very shoul-

der- Heaven have mercy upon me ! must I perish

under the hands of savages ? What an unfortunate

do- was I, to come on board without my own

surgeon, Mr. Simper
! " I craved pardon for having

handled him so roughly and, withtb**most care

and tenderness, tied up his arm with a fillet of siLk

While I was feeling for the vein, he desired to

know how much blood I intended to take from

Wm and when I answered, "Not above twelve

Ounces," started up with a look full of horror, and

bade me be gone, swearing I had a design upon his

fife Ver'eue appeased him with difficulty, and

onening a bureau" took out a pair of scales m

one of which was placed a small cup ;
and putting

them into my hands, told me the captain never

o't above an ounce and three drachms at one time.

While I prepared for this important evacuation

here came into the cabin a young man gady

dressed of a very delicate complexion, with a kind

of languid smile on his face, which seemed to have

been rendered habitual by a long course o affecta-

tion The captain no sooner perceived him, than,

rising hastily, he flew into his arms, crying, U I

my dear Simper ! I am excessively disordered II

have been betrayed, frighted, mnrdered hythe

neo-lio-ence of my servants, who suffeied a beast a

mule a bear, to surprise me, and stink me into

Avulsions with the fumes of tobacco/' Smper

who bv this time I found was obliged to art for

the clearness of his complexion, assumed an air of

oftness and sympathy, and

tender expressions of sorrow, the sad accident hat

kTd thrown him into that condition; then feehng

bis natient's pulse on the outside of his glove,

Sve it as his opinion, that his disorder was

Stirdy nervous, an'd that some drops of tincture of

castor, and liquid laudanum would be ot m e

'ervice to him than bleeding, by bndhng the in-

ordinate sallies of his spirits, and composing the

fementation of his bile. I was therefore sent to

Prenare his prescription, which was administered

m" a glass of sack posset ; after the captain had

been |S to bed, and' orders

the quarter-deck, to let nobody walk on that side

"IvhiTete iiarn enjoyed his repose, the doctor

matched over him, and indeed became so necessary,

that a cahin was made for him contiguous to the

state room, where Whiffle slept, that he might be

at hand in case of accidents in the night. Next

dav our commander being happily recovered, gave

SS that none of the Untenants Jould appea

unon deck without a wig, sword, and lumes, nor

anv midshipman, or other petty officer, he seen

with a check shirt, or dirty linen He als P™

hihited any person whatever, except bmipe
,

and

his own servants,

without first sending m to obtain leave Ihese

singular regulations did not prepossess the ship s

company in his favour ;
but on the:

c«
,

ga«

Scandal an opportunity to be very D
yf7J'"

character, and accuse him ot ***
vesnondence with the surgeon not fit to be named.

Tn a few weeks, our ship being under sailing

ovaers I was in nopes of revisiting my native

"untry in a very snort time, when the admirals

surgeon came on board, and sending for Morgan

and°me to the quarter-deck, gave us to.understand

there was a great scarcity of surgeons n the ^ est

Indies ; that he was commanded to detain one mate

ou of every great ship that was bound tor England;

and desired
7
us to agree between f^JJl

the next day at that hour, which ot us should stay

heHnd We were thunderstruck at this proposal

and
"
tared at one another some time without

sneakin-, at lensrth the Welshman broke silence

andSed to remain in the West ladies provided

the admiral would give him a surgeon s warrant

mmedStely : but he was told there was no want of

cCftirgeons, and that he must be contented with

the sta ion of mate, till he should be further provided

for in due course. Whereupon Morgan flatly

refused to quit the ship for which the Commissioner

of the Navy had appointed him ; and the other told

h m as plainly, that if we could not determine the

affair by ourselves before to-morrow morning, he

must cast lots, and abide by his chance. AN hen I

Sled to my remembrance the miseries I had

undei-one in England, where I had not one friend

o promote my interest, or favour my

in the navy, and, at the same time, reflected on the

preSit dearth of surgeons in the West Indies and

the unhealthiness of the climate, which every day

Smost reduced the number, I could not heIpthinkmg

my success would be much more certain and ex

neditious bv my staving where I was, than Dy

SStoEi' 1 therefore resolved to comply

^hh a good grace, and next day, when we were

ordered to throw dice, told Morgan he need not

ti-ouWe himself, for I would voluntarily submit to

he admfraTs pleasure. This frank declaration was

commended by the gentleman, who assured me

should not fare the worse with me foi my resigna

ion Indeed, he was as good as his word, and that

very afternoon procured a warrant, appointing me

Son's mate of the Lizard sloop of war, which

put me on a footing with every first mate in the

86

Mv
e

t'icket being made out, I put my chest and

bedd ng on hoard°a canoe that lay alongside and

having shook hands with my trusty friend he

servant and honest Jack Kattlm, who was bound

for Greenwich hospital, I took my leave of Morgan

Sith many tears/ after we had exchange \jm
•sleeve-buttons as remembrances of eacn otner.

Harin- presented my new warrant to the cap am

of the Lizard I inquired for the doctor, whom I no

s^otr saw than I recollected him to be one of those

voimg fellows with whom I had been committed to

r"° n . house during our frolic with Jackson, as

I have Sa^ed before. He received me with a good

Lai of courtesy, and when I put him in mind ot our

Jormer acquaintance, expressed g^t joy at seeing

me a-ain, and recommended me to an exceeding

good mes's, composed of the gunner and ma t

mate As there was not one sick person m he

SSl I tot leave to go ashore next day with the
SiP

ner,
g
whc'"commended me to a Jew that bought

I v ticket at the rate of forty per cent, discount

,

and having furnished myself with what necessanes

T ainted returned on board in the evening, and,

Jo mv swpri e, found my old antagonist Cramp ey

waK in deck. Though I did not fear his

rnmitv I was shocked at his appearance, and

o Cimicated my sentiments on^gg£**
Tomlins the surgeon, who told me that Crampley,

by dint of some friends about the admiral, had
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procured a commission, constituting him lieutenant
on board the Lizard ; and advised me, now he was
my superior officer, to behave with some respect
towards him, or else he would find a thousand
opportunities of using me ill. This advice was a
bitter potion to me, whom pride and resentment had
rendered utterly incapable of the least submission
to, or even of a reconciliation with, the wretch who
had on many occasions treated me so inhumanly.
However, I resolved to have as little connexion as
possible with him, and to ingratiate myself as much
as I could with the rest of the officers, whose
friendship might be a bulwark to defend me from
the attempts of his malice.

In less than a week we sailed on a cruise, and.
having weathered the east end of the island, had
the good fortune to take a Spanish barcolongo,
with her prize, which was an English ship bound
for Bristol, that sailed from Jamaica a fortnight
before, without convoy. All the prisoners who
were well we put on shore on the north side of the
island

; the prizes were manned with Englishmen,
and the command of the barcolongo given to my
friend the master's mate, with orders to carry them
into Port Morant, and there to remain until the
Lizard's cruise should be ended, at which time she
would touch at the same place in her way to Port
Royal. With him I was sent to attend the wounded
Spaniards as well as Englishmen, who amounted to
sixteen, and to take care of them on shore, in a
house that was to be hired as an hospital. This
destination gave me a great deal of pleasure, as I
should for some time be freed from the arrogance
of Crampley, whose inveteracy against me had
already broke out on two or three occasions since
he was become a lieutenant. My messmate, who
very much resembled my uncle, both in figure and
disposition, treated me on board of the prize with
the utmost civility and confidence; and, among
other favours, made me a present of a silver-hilted
hanger, and a pair of pistols mounted with the same
metal, which fell to his share in plunderino- the
enemy. We arrived safely at Morant, and going
on shore, pitched upon an emptv storehouse, which
we hired for the reception of the wounded, who
were brought to it next day, with beds and other
necessaries

; and four of the ship's company ap-
pointed to attend them and obey me.

CHAPTER XXXVI.
A strange Adventure—In consequence of which I am ex-

tremely happy—Crampley does me ill offices with the
Captain

: but his Malice is defeated by the Good Nature
and Friendship of the Surgeon—We return to Port Royal—Our Captain gets the Command of a larger Ship, and is
succeeded by an old Man-Brayl is provided for-We

receive Orders to sail for England.

When my patients were all in a fair way, mvcompanion and commander, whose name was
Brayl carried me up the country to the house of a
rich planter, with whom he was acquainted

j wherewe were sumptuously entertained, and, in the even-
ing, set out on our return to the ship. When wehad walked about a mile by moonlight we per-
ceived a horseman behind us, who, comino- UDwished us good even, and asked which way wewent? His voice, which was quite familiar to meno sooner struck my ear, than, in spite of all my

resolution and reflection, my hair bristled up, and I
was seized with a violent fit of trembling, which
Brayl misin'erpreting, bade me be under no con-
cern. I told him he was mistaken in the cause of
my disorder

; and, addressing myself to the person
on horseback, said, "I could have sworn by your
voice, that you was a dear friend of mine, if I had
not been certain of his death." To this address,
after some pause, he replied, "There are many
voices as well as faces that resemble one another

;

but pray, what was your friend's name?" I satis-
fied him in that particular, and gave a short detail
of the melancholy fate of Thomson, not without
many sighs and some tears. A silence ensued,
which lasted some minutes, and then the conversa-
tion turned on different subjects, till we arrived at
a house on the road, where the horseman alighted,
and begged with so much earnestness, that we
would go in and drink a bowl of punch with him,
that we could not resist. But if I was alarmed at
his voice, what must my amazement be, when I
discovered by the light the very person of my
lamented friend I Perceiving my confusion, which
was extreme, he clasped me in his arms, and be-
dewed my face with tears. It was some time ere
I recovered the use of my reason, overpowered
with this event, and longer still before I could
speak

;
so that all I was capable of was to return

his embraces, and to mingle the overflowings of
my joy with his

; whilst honest Brayl, affected with
the scene, wept as fast as either of us, and signified
his participation of our happiness, by hugging us
both, and capering about the room like a madman. At
length I retrieved the use ofmy tongue, and cried,
"Is it possible, can you be my friend Thomson?
ISo certainly, alas! he was drowned! and I am
now under the deception of a dream !" He was at
great pains to convince me of his being the indi-
vidual person whom I regretted, and, bidding me
sit down and compose myself, promised to explain
his sudden disappearance from the Thunder, and
to account for his being at present in the land of
the living. This task he acquitted himself of, after
I had drank a glass of punch, and recollected my
spirits, by informing us, that, with a determination
to rid himself of a miserable existence, he had gone
in the night-time to the head, while the ship was
on her way, from whence he slipped down as softly
as he could by the bows into the sea, where, after
he was heartily ducked, he began to repent of his
precipitation, and, as he could swim very well kept
himself above water, in hopes of being taken up by
some of the ships astern

; that, in this situation, he
hailed a large vessel, and begged to be taken in,
hut was answered that she was a heavy sailer, and
therefore they did not choose to lose time by
bringing to; however, they threw an old chest
overboard for his convenience, and told him, that
some of the ships astern would certainly save him •

that no other vessel came within sight or cry of
him for the space of three hours, during which
time he had the mortification to find himself in the
middle of the ocean alone, without other support or
resting place but what a few crazy boards afforded

;

till at last he discerned a small sloop steering to-
wards him, upon which he set up his throat,
and had the good fortune to be heard and rescued
from the dreary waste by their boat, which was
hoisted out on purpose. " I was no sooner brought
on board, continued he, « than I fainted, andwhen I recovered my senses, found myself, in bed
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regaled with a most noisome smell of onions and

cheese, which made me think, at first, that I was in

my own hammock, alongside of honest Morgan,

and that all which had passed was no more than a

dream. Upon inquiry I understood that I was on hoard

of a schooner belonging to llhode Island, hound

for Jamaica, with a cargo of geese, pigs, onions, and

cheese ; and that the master's name was Robertson,

by birth a North Briton, whom I knew at first

sight to he an old school-fellow of mine. When I

discovered myself to him he was transported with

surprise and joy, and begged to know the occasion

of my misfortune, which I did not think fit to dis-

close, because I knew his notions with regard to

religion were very severe and confined ;
therefore

contented myself with telling him, I fell overboard

by accident ; but made no scruple of explaining the

nature of my disagreeable station, and of acquaint-

ing him with my determined purpose never to

return to the Thunder man-of-war. Although he

was not ofmy opinion in that particular, knowing that

I must lose my clothes, and what pay was due to me,

unless I went back to my duty ;
yet, when I de-

scribed the circumstances of the hellish life I led,

under the tyrannic sway of Oakum and Mack-

shane ;
and, among other grievances, hinted a dis-

satisfaction at the irreligious deportment of my
shipmates, and the want of the true Presbyterian

gospel doctrine; he changed his sentiments, and

conjured me with great vehemence and zeal to lay

aside all thought of rising in the navy ; and, that

he might show how much he had my interest

at heart, undertook to provide for me in some shape

or other, before he should leave Jamaica. This

promise he performed to my heart's desire, by re-

commending me to a gentleman of fortune, with

whom I have lived ever since, in quality of surgeon

and overseer to his plantations. He and his lady

are now at Kingston, so that I am, for the present,

master of this house, to which, from my soul, I bid

you welcome, and hope you will favour me with

your company during the remaining part of the

ni"-ht."—I needed not a second invitation ; but

Mr. Brayl, who was a diligent and excellent officer,

could not be persuaded to sleep out of the ship

:

however, he supped with us, and, after having

drank a cheerful glass, set out for the vessel, which

was not above three miles from the place, escorted

by a couple of stout negroes, whom Mr. Thomson

ordered to conduct him. Never were two friends

more happy in the conversation of each other than

we, for the time it lasted. I related to him the

particulars of our attempt upon Carthagena, of

which he had heard but an imperfect account ;
and

he gratified me with a narration of every little in-

cident of his life since we parted. He assured me,

it was with the utmost difficulty he could resist his

inclination of coming down to Port Royal to see

Morgan and me, of whom he had heard no tidings

since the day of our separation ; but that he was

restrained by the fear of being detained as a deserter.

He told me, that, when he heard my voice in the

dark, he was almost as much surprised as I was at

seeing him afterwards; and, in the confidence of

friendship, disclosed a passion he entertained for

the only daughter of the gentleman with whom he

lived, who, by his description, was a very amiable

young lady, and did not disdain his addresses ;
that

he was very much favoured by her parents, and

did not despair obtaining their consent to the match

;

which would at once render him independent

of the world. I congratulated him on his good

fortune, which he protested should never make him

forget his friends ; and towards morning we betook

ourselves to rest.

Next day he accompanied me to the ship, where

Mr. Brayl entertained him at dinner, and we having

spent the afternoon together, he took his leave of

us in the evening, after he had forced upon me ten

pistoles, as a small token of his affection. In short,

while we staid here, we saw one another every day,

and generally ate at the same table, which was plen-

tifully supplied by him with all kinds of poultry,

butcher's meat, oranges, limes, lemons, pine apples,

Madeira wine, and excellent rum ; so that this small

interval of ten days was by far the most agreeable

period of my life.

At length the Lizard arrived ; and my patients

being all fit for duty, they and I were ordered on

board of her, where I understood from Mr. Tom-

lins, that there was a dryness between the lieutenant

and him on my account; that rancorous villain

having taken the opportunity of my absence to fill

the captain's ears with a thousand scandalous stories

to my prejudice ;
among other things, affirming,

that I had once been transported for theft, and that,

when I was in the Thunder man-of-war, I had been

whipped for the same crime. The surgeon, on the

other hand, having heard my whole story from my
own mouth, defended me strenuously, and, m the

course of that good-natured office, recounted all the

instances of Crampley's malice against me while I

remained on board of that ship ; which declaration,

while it satisfied the captain of my innocence, made

the lieutenant as much my defender's enemy as mine.

This infernal behaviour of Crampley, with regard to

me, added such fuel to my former resentment, that,

at certain times, I was quite beside myself with the

desire of revenge, and was even tempted to pistol

him on the quarter deck, though an infamous death

must inevitably have been my reward. But the

surgeon, who was my confidant, argued against such

a desperate action so effectually, that I stifled the

flame which consumed me for the present, and re-

solved to wait for a more convenient opportunity.

In the mean time, that Mr. Tomlins might he the

more convinced of the wrongs I suffered by this

fellow's slander, I begged he would go and visit

Mr. Thomson, whose wonderful escape I had made

him acquainted with, and inquire of him into the

particulars of my conduct, while he was my fellow

mate. This request the surgeon complied with,

more through curiosity to see a person whose fate

had been so extraordinary, than to confirm his good

opinion of me, which, he assured me, was already

firmly established. He therefore set out for the

dwelling-place of my friend, with a letter of intro-

duction from me ; and, being received with all the

civility and kindness I expected, returned to the

ship, not only satisfied with my character beyond

the power of doubt or insinuation, but also charmed

with the affability and conversation of Thomson,

who loaded him and me with presents of fresh

stocks, liquors, and fruit. As he would not venture

to come and see us on board, lest Crampley should

know and detain him, when the time of our depar-

ture approached, I obtained leave to go and bid

him farewell. After we had vowed an everlasting

friendship, he pressed upon me a purse with four

doubloons, which I refused as long as I could, with-

out giving umbrage; and, having cordially em-

braced each other, I returned on board, where 1
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found a small box, with a letter directed for me, to
the care of Mr. Tomlins. Knowing the superscription
to be of Thomson's hand-writing, I opened it with
some surprise, and learned that this generous friend,
not contented with loading me with the presents
already mentioned, had sent, for my use and ac-
ceptance, half a dozen fine shirts, and as many linen
waistcoats and caps, with twelve pair of new thread
stockings.—Being thus provided with money, and
all necessaries for the comfort of life, I began to
look upon myself as a gentleman of some conse-
quence, and felt my pride dilate apace.
Next day we sailed for Port Royal, where we

arrived safely with our prizes
; and, as there was

nothing to do on board, I went ashore, and, having
purchased a laced waistcoat, with some other clothes,
at a sale, made a swaggering figure for some days
among the taverns, where I ventured to play a little
at hazard, and came off with fifty pistoles in my
pocket. Meanwhile, our captain was promoted to
a ship of twenty guns, and the command of the
Lizard given to a man turned of fourscore, who
had been lieutenant since the reign of King William,
and, notwithstanding his long service, would have
probably died in that station, had he not applied
some prize money he had latelv received, to make
interest with his superiors. My friend Brayl was
also made an officer about the same time, after he
had served in quality of a midshipman and mate
five and twenty years. Soon after these alterations,
the admiral pitched upon our ship to carry home
despatches for the ministry ; and we set sail for
England, having first scrubbed her bottom, and
taken in provision and water for the occasion.

CHAPTER XXXVII.
We depart for Europe-a Misunderstanding arises between

the Captain and Surgeon, through the scandalous Asper-
sions of Crampley—The Captain dies—Crampley tyran-
nizes over the Surgeon, who falls a Victim to his Cruelty
—I am also ill-used—The Ship strikes-The Behaviour of
Crampley and the Seamen on that Occasion—I get on Shore
challenge the Captain to single Combat-Am treacherously

knocked down, wounded, and robbed.

Now that I could return to my native country in a
creditable way, I felt excessive pleasure in finding
myself out of sight of that fatal island, which has
been the grave of so many Europeans; and as I
was accommodated with every thing to render the
passage agreeable, I resolved to enjoy myself as
much as the insolence of Crampley would permit.
This insiduous slanderer had found means already
to cause a misunderstanding between the surgeon
and captain, who, by his age and infirmities, was
rendered intolerably peevish, his disposition having
also been soured by a long course of disappoint-
ments. He had a particular aversion to all young
men, especially to surgeons, whom he considered as
unnecessary animals on board of a ship

; and, in
consequence of these sentiments, never consulted
the doctor, notwithstanding his being seized with a
violent fit of the gout and gravel ; but applied to a
cask ot Holland gin, which was his sovereign pre-
scription against all distempers. Whether he was
at this time too sparing, or took an overdose of his
cordial, certain it is, he departed in the night with-
out any ceremony, which indeed was a thing he
always despised, and was found stiff next morning;
to the no small satisfaction of Crampley, who suc-

7
'

eeeded to the command of the vessel. For that
very reason, Mr. Tomlins and I had no cause to
rejoice at this event, fearing that the tyranny of our
new commander would now be as unlimited as his
power. The first day of his command justified our
apprehension. Eor, on pretence that the decks were
too much crowded, he ordered the surgeon's hen-
coops, with all his fowls, to be thrown overboard

;

and at the same time prohibited him and me from
appearing on the quarter-deck. Mr. Tomlins could
not help complaining of these injuries, and, in the
course of his expostulation, dropped some hasty
words, of which Crampley taking hold, confined
him to his cabin, where, in a few days, for want of
air, he was attacked by a fever, which soon put an
end to his life, after he had made his will, by which
he bequeathed all his estate, personal and real, to
his sister, and left to me his watch and instruments,
as memorials of his friendship. I was penetrated
with grief on this melancholy occasion ; the more
because there was nobody on board to whom I could
communicate my sorrows, or of whom I could re-
ceive the least consolation or advice. Crampley
was so far from discovering the least remorse for
his barbarity, at the news of the surgeon's death,
that he insulted his memory in the most abusive
manner, and affirmed he had poisoned himself out
of pure fear, dreading to be brought to a court-
martial for mutiny

; for which reason he would not
suffer the service of the dead to be read over his
body before it was thrown overboard.

Nothing but a speedy deliverance could have
supported me under the brutal sway of this bashaw,
who, to render my life the more irksome, signified
to my messmates a desire that I should be ex-
pelled from their society. This was no sooner
hinted, than they granted his request ; and I was
fain to eat in a solitary manner by myself during
the rest of the passage, which however soon drew
to a period.

We had been seven weeks at sea, when the
gunner told the captain, that, by his reckoning, we
must be in soundings, and desired he would order
the lead to be heaved. Crampley swore he did
not know how to keep the ship's way, for we were
not within a hundred leagues of soundings, and
therefore he would not give himself the trouble to
cast the lead. Accordingly we continued our course
all that afternoon and night, without shortening
sail, although the gunner pretended to discover
Sally light, and next morning protested in form
against the captain's conduct, for which he was putm confinement. We discovered no land all that
day, and Crampley was still so infatuated as to neg-
lect sounding

; but at three o'clock in the mornino-
the ship struck, and remained fast on a sandbank

3

This accident alarmed the whole crew ; the boat was
immediately hoisted out

; but, as we could not dis-
cern which way the shore lay, we were obliged to
wait for day light. In the mean time the wind in-
creased, and the waves beat against the sloop with
such violence, that we expected she would have gone
to pieces. The gunner was released, and consulted.
He advised the captain to cut away the mast in
order to lighten her

; this expedient was performed
without success. The sailors, seeing things in a des-
perate situation, according to custom, broke up the
chests belonging to the officers, dressed themselves
in their clothes, drank their liquors without cere-mony

;
and drunkenness, tumult, and confusion

ensued. In the midst of this uproar I went below,
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to secure my own effects ; and found the car-

penter's mate hewing down the purser's cabin with

his hatchet, whistling all the while with great com-
posure. "When I asked his intention in so doing,

he replied very calmly, " I only want to taste the

purser's rum, that's all, master." At that instant

the purser coming down, and seeing his effects

going to wreck, complained bitterly of the injustice

done to him, and asked the fellow what occasion he

had for liquor, when, in all likelihood, he should be

in eternity in a few minutes. "All's one for that,"

said the plunderer, " let us live while we can."
" Miserable wretch that thou art," cried the purser,

" what must be thy lot in the other world, if thou

diest in the commission of robbery?" '"Why,

hell, I suppose," replied the other, with great de-

liberation, while the purser fell upon his knees, and

begged of heaven that we might not all perish for the

sake of one Jonas. During this dialogue, I clothed

myself in my best apparel, girded on my hanger,

stuck my pistols loaded in my belt, disposed of all

my valuable movables about my person, and came
upon deck with a resolution of taking the first op-

portunity to get on shore, wluch, when the day

broke, appeared at the distance of three miles

ahead. Crampley, finding his efforts to get the ship

off ineffectual, determined to consult his own safety,

by going into the boat, which he had no sooner

done, than the ship's company followed so fast, that

she would have sunk alongside, had not some one

wiser than the rest cut the rope, and put off. But

before this happened, I had made several attempts

to get in, and was always balked by the captain,

who was so eager in excluding me, that he did not

mind the endeavours of any other body. Enraged

at this inhuman partiality, and seeing the rope cut,

I pulled one of my pistols from my belt, and cock-

ing it, swore I would shoot any man who would

presume to obstruct my entrance. So saying, I

leaped with my full exertion, and got on board of

the boat with the loss of the skin of my shins. I

chanced in my descent to overturn Crampley, who
no sooner got up than he struck at me several

times with a cutlass, and ordered the men to throw

me overboard ; but they were too anxious about

their own safety to mind what he said. Though
the boat was very deeply loaded, and the sea ter-

rible high, we made shift to get upon dry land in

less than an hour after we parted from the sloop.

As soon as I set foot on terrafirma, my indignation,

which had boiled so long within me, broke out

against Crampley, whom I immediately challenged

to single combat, presenting my pistols, that he

might take his choice : he took one without hesi-

tation, and before I could cock the other, fired in

my face, throwing the pistol after the shot. I felt

myself stunned, and imagining the bullet had en-

tered my brain, discharged mine as quick as pos-

sible, that I might not die unrevenged ;
then flying

upon my antagonist, knocked out several of his

fore teeth with the butt-end of the piece, and would

certainly have made an end of him with that in-

strument, had he not disengaged himself, and seized

his cutlass, which he had given to his servant

when he received the pistol. Seeing him armed in

this manner, I drew my hanger, and having flung

my pistol at his head, closed with him in a tran-

sport of fury, and thrust my weapon into his mouth,

which it enlarged on one side to his ear. Whether

the smart of this wound disconcerted him, or the

unevenness of the ground made him reel, I know

not, but he staggered some paces back : I followed

close, and with one stroke cut the tendons of the

back of his hand, upon which his cutlass dropped
and he remained defenceless. I know not with what
cruelty my rage might have inspired me, if I had
not at that instant been felled to the ground by a

blow on the back part of my head, which deprived

me of all sensation. In this deplorable situation,

exposed to the rage of an incensed barbarian, and
the rapine of an inhuman crew, I remained for

some time ; and whether any disputes arose among
them during the state of my annihilation, I cannot

pretend to determine ; but in one particular they

seem to have been unanimous, and acted with equal

dexterity and despatch ; for, when I recovered the

use of understanding, I found myself alone in a

desolate place, stripped of my clothes, money,
watch, buckles, and every thing but my shoes,

stockings, breeches, and shirt. What a discovery

must this have been to me, who but an hour before

was worth sixty guineas in cash ! I cursed the

hour of my birth, the parents that gave me being,

the sea that did not swallow me up, the poignard

of the enemy, which could not find the way to my
heart, the villany of those who had left me in

that miserable condition ;
and, in the ecstacy of

despair, resolved to he still where I was, and perish.

CHAPTER XXXVTH.
I get up, and crawl into a Barn, where I am in danger of

perishing through the fear of the Country People—Their

Inhumanity—I am succoured by a reputed Witch—Her

Story—Her Advice—She recommends me as a Valet to a

single Lady, whose character she explains.

Btjt, as I lay ruminating, my passion insensibly

abated ; I considered my situation in quite another

light from that in which it appeared to me at first,

and the result of my deliberation was to rise, if I

could, and crawl to the next inhabited place for

assistance. With some difliculty I got upon my
legs, and having examined my body, found I had

received no other injury than two large contused

wounds, one on the fore, and another on the hinder

part of my head, which seemed to be occasioned

by the same weapon, namely, the butt-end of a pis-

tol. I looked towards the sea, but could discern no

remains of the ship, so that I concluded she was

gone to pieces, and that those who remained in her

had perished. But, as I afterwards learned, the

gunner, who had more sagacity than Crampley,

observing that it was flood when he left her, and

that she would probably float at high water, made

no noise about getting on shore, but continued on

deck, in hopes of bringing her safe into some har-

bour, after the commander should have deserted

her; for which piece of service he expected, no

doubt, to be handsomely rewarded. This scheme

he accordingly executed, and was promised great

things by the" admiralty for saving his majesty's-

ship ; but I never heard he reaped the fruits of his

expectation. As for my own part, I directed my
course towards a small cottage I perceived, and, in

the road, picked up a seaman's old jacket, which I

suppose the thief who dressed himself in my clothes

had thrown away ; this was a very comfortable ac-

quisition to me, who was almost stiff with cold. I

therefore put it on, and as my natural heat revived,

my wounds, which had left off bleeding, burst

out afresh; so that, finding myself excessively
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exhausted, I was about to lie down in the fields, when
I discovered a barn on my left hand, within a few
yards of me. Thither I made shift to stagger, and
finding the door -open, went in, but saw nobody :

however, I threw myself upon a truss of straw,
hoping to be soon relieved by some person or other.
I had not lam here many minutes, when I saw a
countryman como in with a pitchfork in his hand
which he was upon the point of thrusting into the
straw that concealed me, and, in all probability
would have done my business, had I not uttered a
dreadful groan, after having essayed in vain to
speak. This melancholy note alarmed the clown
who started back, and discovering a body all be-
smeared with blood, stood trembling, with the pitch-
fork extended before him, his hair bristling up his
eyes staring, his nostrils dilated, and his mouth

-wide open. At another time I should have been
much diverted by this figure, which preserved the
same attitude very near ten minutes

; during which
time I made many unsuccessful efforts to implore
his compassion and assistance, but my tongue failed
me, and my language was only a repetition of groans
At length an old man arrived, who, seeing the other
in such a posture, cried, " Mercy upon en ! the

t
aad
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,

.

b
,

ewit
?
hed ;—why Dick, beest thou besayd

thyself.'' Dick, without moving his eyes from the
object that terrified him, replied, « O, vather

'

vather! here be either the devil or a dead mon >

1 doan t know which o'en, but a groans woundily "

Ihe father, whose eye-sight was none of the best
puUed out his spectacles, and having applied them
to his nose, reconnoitred me over his sou's shoulder-
but no sooner did he behold me, than he was seized
with a (it of shaking, even more violent than Dick's
and, with a broken accent, addressed me thus • "In
the name of the Vather, Zun, and Holy Ghost Icharge you an you been Satan, to be gone to theKed /ea

;
but an you be a murdered man, speak

that you may have a christom burial." As I was
not in a condition to satisfy him in this particular
he repeated his conjuration to no purpose - and
tney continued a good while in the agonies of fearAt length the lather proposed that the son shoulddraw nearer, and take a more distinct view of the

j

apparition
;
but Dick was of opinion, that his father

should advance first, as being- an old man past his
labour, and if he received any mischief, the loss
would be the smaller; whereas he himself might
jescape, and be useful in his generation. This pru-
dential reason had no effect upon the senior, who
still kept Dick between me and him. In the mean
itime, I endeavoured to raise one hand as a signal
of distress, but had only strength sufficient to pro-
duce a rustling among the straw, which discom-
posed the young peasant so much, that he spruno-
out at the door and overthrew his father in his
night, ihe old gentleman would not spend time
in getting up, but crawled backwards like a crab
with great speed, till he had got over the threshold'
mumbling exorcisms all the way. I was exceed-
ingly mort ified to find myself in danger of perishing
through the ignorance and cowardice of these
c owns, and felt my spirits decay apace, when an
old woman entered the barn, followed by the two
"git.ves, and with great intrepidity advanced tohe place where I lay, saying, " If it be the devil I

Sam. When she saw my condition, she cried,Here be no devil, but in youren fool's head. Here
fe a poor miserable wretch, bleeding to death, and
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if a dies, we must De at the charge of burying
him

;
therefore, Dick, go vetch the old wheel-bar-

row,and puten in, and carry en to goodman Hodge's
back door

;
he is more able than we to lay out money

upon poor vagrants." Her advice was taken, and
immediately put in execution. I was rolled to the
other farmer's door, where I was tumbled out like
a heap of dung, and would certainly have fallen a
prey to the hogs, if my groans had not disturbed the
family, and brought some of them out to view my
situation. But Hodge resembled the Jew more than
the good Samaritan, and ordered me to be carried
to the house of the parson, whose business it was
to practise as well as to preach charity

; observing
that it was sufficient for him to pay his quota to-
wards the maintenance of the poor belonging to his
own parish. When I was set down at the vicar's
gate, he fell into a mighty passion, and threatened
to excommunicate him who sent, as well as thosewho brought me, unless they would move me im-
mediately to another place. About this time, I
tainted with the fatigue I had undergone, and, after-
wards, understood that I was bandied from door
to door through a whole village, nobody having
humanity enough to administer the least relief to
me, until an old woman, who was suspected of
witchcraft by the neighbourhood, hearing of my
distress, received me into her house, and havino-
dressed my wounds, brought me to myself with
cordials of her own preparing. I was treated with
great care and tenderness by this grave matron,
who, after I had recovered some strength, desired
to know the particulars of my last disaster. This
piece of satisfaction I could not refuse to one who
had saved my life

; therefore related all my adven-
tures, without exaggeration or reserve. She seemed
surprised at the vicissitudes I had undergone and
drew a happy presage of my future life from my
past sufferings

; then launched out into the praise
of adversity with so much ardour and good sense
that I concluded she was a person who had seen
better days, and conceived a longing desire to hear
tier story. She perceived my drift by some words
I dropped, and smiling, told me, there was nothing
either entertaining or extraordinary in the course of
her fortune

; but, however, she woidd communicate
it to me, m consideration of the confidence I had
reposed in her. « It is of little consequence," said
she, • to tell the names of my parents, who are
dead many years ago ; let it suffice to assure you
they were wealthy, and had no other child thanme

; so that I was looked upon as heiress to a con-
siderable estate, and teased with addresses on that
account. Among the number of my admirers therewas a young gentleman of no fortune, whose sole
dependence was on his promotion in the army inwhich at that time he bore a lieutenant's commis-
sion. I conceived an affection for this amiable
officer, which, in a short time, increased to a violent
passion, and, without entering into minute circum-
stances, married him privately. We had not en-
joyed one another long, in stolen interviews, when
he was ordered with his regiment to Flanders : but
before he set out, it was agreed between us, that he
should declare our marriage to my father by letterand imp ore his pardon for the step-we had taken
without his approbation. This discovery was made
while I was abroad visiting

; and just as I was
about to return home, I received a letter from my
father, importing, that since I had acted so undu-tnuUy and meanly as to marry a beggar, without
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his privity or consent, to the disgrace of his family,

as well as the disappointment of his hopes, he re-

nounced me to the miserable fate I had entailed on

myself, and charged me never to set foot vrithin his

doors again. This rigid sentence was confirmed by

my mother, who, in a postscript, gave me to under-

stand, that her sentiments were exactly conformable

to those of mv father, and that I might save myself

the trouble of making any applications, for her

resolutions were unalterable. Thunderstruck with

my evil fortune, I called a coach, and drove to my
husband's lodgings, where I found him waiting the

event of his letter. Though he could easily divine,

by my looks, the issue of his declaration, he read

with great steadiness the epistle I had received

;

and, with a smile full of tenderness, which I shall

never forget, embraced me, saying, / believe the

good lady, vour mother, might have spared herself the

trouble of the last part of her postscript. Well, my

dear Betty, you must lay aside all thoughts of a coach,

till I can procure the command of a regiment.' This

unconcerned behaviour, while it enabled me to sup-

port my reverse of fortune, at the same time endeared

him to me the more, by convincing me of his dis-

interested views in espousing me. I was next day

boarded in company with the wife of another officer,

who had long been the friend and confidant of my
husband, at a village not far from London, where

they parted with us in the most melting manner, ,

went to Flanders, and were killed in sight of one

another, at the battle of the Wood. Why should I

tire you with a description of our unutterable sor-

row at the fatal news of this event, the remembrance

of which now fills my aged eyes with tears ! When
our grief subsided a little, and reflection came to

our aid, we found ourselves deserted by the whole

world, and in danger of perishing by want ; where-

upon, we made application for the pension, and

were put upon the list. Then, vowing eternal

friendship, sold our jewels and superfluous clothes,

retired to this place, which is in the county of

Sussex, bought this little house, where we lived

many years in a solitary manner, indulging our

mutual sorrow, till it pleased Heaven to call away

my companion two years ago ; since which time I

have lingered out an unhappy being, in hopes of a

speedy dissolution, when I promise myself the eter-

nal reward of all my cares. In the mean time,"

continued she, " I must inform you of the charac-

ter I bear among the neighbours ;—My conversation

being different from that of the inhabitants of the

village, my recluse way of life, my skill in curing

distempers, which I acquired from books since I

settled here—and lastly, my age, have made the

common people look upon me as something preter=-

natural, and I am actually at this hour believed to

be a witch. The parson of the parish, whose ac-

quaintance I have not been at much pains to cul-

tivate, taking umbrage at my supposed disrespect,

has contributed not a "little towards the confirmation

of this opinion, by dropping certain hints to my
prejudice among "the vulgar, who are also very

much scandalized at my entertaining this poor

tabby cat, with the collar about her neck, which

was a favourite of my deceased companion."

The whole behaviour of this venerable person was

so primitive, innocent, sensible, and humane, that

I contracted a filial respect for her, and begged her

advice with regard to my future conduct, as soon

as I was in a condition to act for myself. She dis-

suaded me from a design I had formed of travelling

to London, in hopes of retrieving my clothes and

pay, by returning to my ship, which by this time,

I read'in the newspaper, was safely arrived in the

river Thames : " Because," said she, " you ran the

hazard of being treated not only as a deserter in

quitting the sloop, but also as a mutineer in assault-

ing vour commanding officer, to the malice of whose

revenge you will moreover be exposed." She then

promised to recommend me as a servant to a single

lady of her acquaintance, who lived in the neigh-

bourhood with her nephew, who was a young fox-

hunter of great fortune, where I might be very

happy, provided I could bear the disposition and

manners of my mistress, which were somewhat

whimsical and particular. But, above all things,

she counselled me to conceal my story, the know-

ledge of which would effectually poison my enter-

tainment ; for it was a maxim among most people

of condition, that no gentleman in distress ought to

be admitted into a family as a domestic, lest he be-

come proud, lazy, and insolent. I was fain to em-

brace this humble proposal, because my affairs were

desperate ; and in a few days was hired by this lady,

to serve in quality of her footman ;
having been

represented bv my hostess as a young man who was

bred up to the sea by his relations against his will,

and had suffered shipwreck, which had increased

his disgust to that way of life so much, that he

rather chose to go into service on shore, than enter

himself on board of any other ship. Before I took

possession of my new place, she gave me a sketch

of my mistress's character, that I might know

better how to regulate my conduct, " Your lady,

said she, " is a maiden of forty years, not so remark-

able for her beauty, as her learning and taste, which

is famous all over the country. Indeed she is a

perfect female virtuoso j and so eager after the pur-

suit of knowledge, that she neglects her person even

to a degree of sluttishness; this negligence, together

with her contempt of the male part of the creation,

gives her nephew no sreat concern, as by these

means he will probably keep her fortune, which is

considerable, in the family. He therefore permits

her to live in her own way, which is something ex-

traordinary, and gratifies her in all her whimsical

desires. Her apartment is at some distance from

the other inhabited parts of the house, and consists

of a dining-room, bed-chamber, and study. She

keeps a cook-maid, waiting-woman, and footman ot

her own ; and seldom eats or converses with any

of the family but her niece, who is a very lovely

creature, and humours her aunt often to the pre-

judice of her own health, by sitting up with her

whole nights together ; for your mistress is too much

of a philosopher to be swayed by the customs of

-the world, and never sleeps or eats like other people.

Among other odd notions, she professes the prin-

ciples of Rosicrutius ; and believes the earth, air,

and sea, are inhabited by invisible beings, with

whom it is possible for the human species to enter-

tain correspondence and intimacy, on the easy con-

dition of living chaste. As she hopes one day to

be admitted into an acquaintance ot this kind, she

no sooner heard of me and my cat, than she paid

me a visit, with a view, as she has since owned, to

be introduced to my familiar, and was greatly mor-

tified to find herself disappointed in her expectation.

Being, by this visionary turn of mind, abstracted

as it were from the world, she cannot advert to the

common occurrences of life ; and therefore is fre-

quently so absent, as to commit very strange mistakes

and extravagances, which you will do well to rectify

and repair as vour prudence shall suggest



CHAPTER XXXIX.
My Reception by that Lady-I become enamoured of Nar-
cissa—Recount the Particulars of my last Misfortune—
Acquire the good Opinion of my Mistress—An Account of
the young Squire—I am made acquainted with more Par-
ticulars oi Narcissa's situation—Conceive a mortal Hatred
against Sir Timothy-Examine my Lady's Library and

Performances—Her extravagant Behaviour.
'

Fraught with these useful instructions, I repaired
to the place of her habitation, and was introduced
by the waiting-woman to the presence of my ladvwho had not before seen me. She sat in her
study, with one foot on the ground, and the otherupon a high stool at some distance from her seat •

call beautiful, from her head, which was deprived
of its coif for the benefit of scratching with one
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other. Her forehead was high and wrinkled

; hereyes were large, grey, and prominent; her nosewas long, sharp, and aquiline
; her mouth of vast

capacity; her visage meagre and freckled, and herchin peaked like a shoemaker's paring knife • herupper hp contained a large quantity of plain Spanishwhich by continual falling, had embroidered herneck, that was not naturally very white ; and the
breast of her gown, that flowed loose about her witha negligence truly poetic, discovering linen thatwas very fine and to all appearance never wastedbut in Castahan stream. Around her lay heapsof books, globes, quadrants, telescopes, and other
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Her snuff-box stood at herright hand; at her left hand lay her handkerchief
sufficiently used
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Nor dare th' immortal gods my rage oppose.
Having committed her success to paper, she turned

tne matter ?
—"Here s the young man," replied mvconductress, "whom Mrs. Sagely recommended as

she™ are.] !n°^ °n this Nationshe stared m my face a considerable time, and then

underZTtY^1 1 th°U«ht ProPer io^under hat of John Brown. After having surveyedme with a curious eye, she broke out into, " 0 ' aythou wast shipwrecked, I remember. Whether didst
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assistanf-Then she demanded toknow if I had ever been at the Hellespont, andswam from Cestos to Abydos. I replied in the negatne Upon which she bade the maid order a suit
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b0 saymg, she spit in her snuffbox,and wiped her nose with her cap, which lay on the

£ kitcn f " ]rdkmUe " We returned to

tm So
0'' 1^ r6galed h? the maid s, whoseemed to v,e with each other in expressing theirregard for me; and from them I understood tha

lajing the cloth, waiting at table, carrying mes-

which lad \TY g,°°d SUlt °f livery in the house,wnich had belonged to my predecessor, deceased,
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and it fitted me exactly; so that there was no occa-
sion for employing a tailor on my account. I had
not long been equipped in this manner, when my
lady s bell rung

; upon which I ran up stairs, and
lound her stalking about the room in her shift and
under petticoat only: I would have immediately
retired as became me, but she bade me come in
and air a clean shift for her ; which operation Ihaving performed with some backwardness, she put
it on before me without any ceremony, and I verily
believe was ignorant of my sex all that time as
being quite absorbed in contemplation. About four
o clock in the afternoon, I was ordered to lay the
cloth and place two covers, which I understood
were for my mistress and her niece, whom I had
not as yet seen Though I was not very dexterous
at tins work, I performed it pretty well for a be-
ginner

;
and, when dinner was upon the table sawmy mistress approach, accompanied by the young:

Jady, whose name, for the present, shall be Narcissa
ho much sweetness appeared in the countenance
and carnage of this amiable apparition, that my
heart was captivated at first sight, and, while dinner
lasted, I gazed upon her without intermission. Her
age seemed to be seventeen, her stature tall her
shape unexceptionable; her hair, that fell downupon her ivory neck in ringlets, black as jet ; her
arched eye-brows of the same colour; her eyes pierc-
ing, yet tender; her hps of the consistence andhue of cherries; her complexion clear, delicate, and
Healthy; her aspect noble, ingenuous, and humane ;

-

and the whole person so ravishing^ delightful, that
it was impossible for any creature endued with sen-
sibility to see without admiring, and admire without
loving her to excess ! I began to curse the servile
station that placed me so far beneath the regard of
this idol of my adoration! and yet I blessed my
fate that enabled me to enjoy daily the sight of somuch perfection

! When she spoke, I listened withfcre; .^ when she spoke to me, my soul was
thnlled with an ecstacy of tumultuous joy! I waseven so happy as to be the subject of their conver-
sation. For Narcissa having observed me, said
to her aunt, " I see your new footman is come."
1 hen addressing herself to me, asked with ineffable
complacency, if I was the person who had been so
cruelly used by robbers? When I satisfied her in
this she expressed a desire of knowing the other
particulars ot my fortune, both before and since mybeing shipwrecked. Hereupon (as Mrs. Sagely hadcounselled me I told her that I had been bound
apprentice to the master of a ship, contrary to myinclination, which ship had foundered at sea thatI and four more, who chanced to be on deck whenshe went down, made shift to swim to the shorewhen my companions, after having overpoweredme, stripped me to the shirt, and left me^as theyimagined, dead of the wounds I received in my own

oet°fo,Jh6n\™ I
he ci^stances kZj

T me?I f
m a

,

barD
'
Wlth the inh™an treatmentI met with from the country people and parson • thedescription of which, I perceived, drew teare fromthe charming creature's eyes ! When I had finished

t ith n r
lowmch 0Pimon Narcissa assented

'

with a compliment to my understanding in the samelanguage, that flattered my vanity extremely

upon^—T' am°n
f

°tLer turnedupon tne joung squire, whom my ladv inouiredalter under the title of the Savage
; andformed by her niece, that he waS

g
still in" bed! £
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pairing the fatigue of last night's dehauch, and

recruiting strength and spirits to undergo a fox-

chase to-morrow morning, in company with Sir

Timothy Thicket, Squire Bumper, and a great

many other gentlemen of the same stamp, whom

he had invited on that occasion ; so that, by day-

break, the whole house would be in an uproar.

This was a very disagreeable piece of news to the

virtuoso, who protested she would stuff her ears

with cotton when she went to bed, and take a dose

of opium to make her sleep the more sound, that

she might not be disturbed and distracted by the

clamour of the brutes.

When their dinner was over, I and my fellow-

servants sat down to ours in the kitchen, where I

understood that Sir Timothy Thicket was a wealthy

knight in the neighbourhood, between whom and

Narcissa a match had been projected by her brother,

who promised at the same time to espouse Sir

Timothy's sister; by which means, as their fortunes

were pretty equal, the young ladies would be pro-

vided for, and their brothers be never the poorer

;

but that the ladies did not concur in the scheme,

each of them entertaining a hearty contempt for

the person allotted to her for a husband by this

agreement. This information begat in me a mortal

aversion to Sir Timothy, whom I looked upon as

my rival, and cursed in*my heart for his presump-

tion. Next morning, by daybreak, being awakened

by the noise of the hunters and hounds, I arose to

view the cavalcade, and had a sight of my com-

petitor, whose accomplishments, the estate excluded,

did not seem brilliant enough to give me much

uneasiness with respect to Narcissa, who, I flattered

myself, was not to be won by such qualifications as

he was master of, either as to person or miud. My
mistress, notwithstanding her precaution, was so

much disturbed bv her nephew's company, that

she did not rise till five o'clock in the afternoon

;

so that I had an opportunity of examining her

study at leisure, to which examination I was

strongly prompted by my curiosity. Here I found

a thousand scraps of her own poetry, consisting of

three, four, ten, twelve, and twenty fines, on an

infinity of subjects, which, as whim inspired, she

had begun, without constancy or capacity to bring

to any degree of composition. But, what was very

extraordinary inafemalepoet, there was not the least

mention made of love in anv ofher performances. I

counted fragments offive tragedies, the titles ofwhich

were, "The Stern Philosopher—The Double Mur-

der—The Sacrilegious Traitor—The Fall ofLucifer

—and The Last Day." From whence I gathered,

that her disposition was gloomy, and her imagination

delighted with objects of horror. Her library was

composed of the best English historians, poets, and

philosophers ; of all the French critics and poets,

and of a few books in Italian, chiefly poetry, at the

head of which were Tasso and Ariosto, pretty much

used. Besides these, translations of the classics

into French, but not one book in Greek or Latin
;
a

circumstance that discovered her ignorance in

these languages. After having taken a full view

of this collection, I retired, and, at the usual time,

was preparing to lay the cloth, when I was told.by

the maid that her mistress was still in bed, and had

been so affected with the notes of the hounds in the

morning, that she actually believed herself a hare

beset by the hunters ; and begged a few greens to

munch "for breakfast. When I expressed my sur-

prise at this unaccountable imagination, she gave

me to understand, that her lady was very much

subject to whims of this nature ; sometimes fancy-

ing herself an animal, sometimes a piece of furni-

ture, during which conceited transformations it

was 'very dangerous to come near her, especially

when she represented a beast ; for that, lately, in

the character of a cat, she had flown at her, and

scratched her face in a terrible manner ;
that, some

months ago, she prophesied the general conflagra-

tion was at hand, and nothing would be able to

quench it but her water, which, therefore, she kept

so long that her life was in danger; and she must

needs have died of the retention, had they not

found an expedient to make her evacuate, by

kindling a bonfire under her chamber window, and

persuading her that the house was in flames ;
upon

which, with great deliberation, she bade them bring

all the tubs and vessels they could find, to be filled,

for the preservation of the house, into one of which

she immediately discharged the cause of her dis-

temper. I was also informed, that nothing con-

tributed so much to the recovery of her reason as

music, which was always administered on those

occasions by Narcissa, who played perfectly well

on the harpsichord, and to whom she, the maid,

was just then going to intimate her aunt's disorder.

She was no sooner gone than I was summoned by

the bell to my lady's chamber, where I found her

sitting squat on her hams on the floor, m the manner

of puss when she listens to the outcries of her pur-

suers. When I appeared, she started up with an

alarmed look, and sprung to the other side of the

room to avoid me, whom, without doubt, she

mistook for a beagle thirsting after her life. Per-

ceiving her extreme confusion, I retired, and, on

the staircase, met the adorable Narcissa coming up,

to whom I imparted the situation of my mistress.

She said not a word, but, smiling with unspeakable

grace, went into her aunt's apartment, and in a

little time my ears were ravished with the effects

of her skill. She accompanied the instrument with

a voice so sweet and melodious, that I did not

wonder at the surprising change it produced on

the spirits of my mistress, which were soon com-

posed to peace and sober reflection.

About seven o'clock the hunters arrived, with

the skins of two foxes and one badger, carried

before them as trophies of their success. And, when

thev were about to sit down to dinner, or supper

Sir'Timothv Thicket desired that Is arcissa would

honour the table with her presence. But this re-

quest, notwithstanding her brother s threats and

entreaties, she refused, on pretence of attending her

aunt, who was indisposed ; so I enjoyed the satis-

faction of seeing my rival mortified. But this

disappointment made no great impression on him

who consoled himself with the bottle, of which the

whole company became so enamoured, that, after a

most horrid uproar of laughing, singing, swearing

dancing, and fighting, they were all carried to bed

in a state of utter oblivion. My duty being alto-

gether detached from the squire and his family, i

led a prettv easy and comfortable life, drinking

daily intoxicating draughts of love from the charms

of Narcissa, which brightened on my contempla-

tion every day more and more. Inglorious as my

station was, I became blind to my own unwortlii-

nes« and even conceived hopes of one day enjoying

this" amiable creature, whose affability greatly

encouraged these presumptuous thoughts.

...
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CHAPTER XL.

-

Sty Mistress is surprised at my Learning-Communicates
her Performances to me—I impart some of mine to her—Am mortified at her faint Praise-Narcissa approves ofmy Londuct-I gain an involuntary Conquest over the
Cook-maid and Dairy-maid-Their mutual Resentment

aim Insinuations—The Jealousy of their Lovers.

During this season of love and tranquillity, my
muse, which had lain dormant so long, awoke and
produced several small performances on the subject
of my flame

; but, as it concerned me nearly to
remain undiscovered in my real character and
sentiments, I was under a necessity of mortifyingmy desire of praise, by confining my works to my
own perusal and applause. In the mean time I
strove to insinuate myself into the good opinion of
both ladies; and succeeded so well, by my dili-
gence and dutiful behaviour, that, in a little time,
I was at least a favourite servant ; and frequently
enjoyed the pleasure of hearing myself mentioned
in l<rench and Italian, with some degree ofwarmth
and surprise, by the dear object of all my wishes
as a person who had so much of the gentleman inmy appearance and discourse, that she could not
for her soul treat me like a common lacquey My
prudence and modesty were not long proof against
these bewitching compliments. One day, while I
waited at dinner, the conversation turned upon a
knotty passage of Tasso's Jerusalem, which it
seems, had puzzled them both. After a great many
unsatisfactory conjectures, my mistress, taking the
book out of her pocket, turned up the place in
question, and read the sentence over and over
without success

; at length, despairing of findin-
the author s meaning, she turned to me, saying
U>me hither, Bruno, let us see -what fortune will

do for us
; I will interpret to thee what goes before

and what follows this obscure paragraph, the par-
ticular words of which I will also explain, that thou
mayest by comparing one with another, guess the
sense of that which perplexes us." I was too vain
to let slip this opportunity of displaying my talents
therefore, without hesitation, read and explained
the whole of that which had disconcerted them to
the utter astonishment of both. Narcissa's face
and lovely neck were overspread with blushes i

from winch I drew a favourable omen, while her
'

aunt, after having stared at me a good while with a
'

look of amazement, exclaimed, " In the name of
heaven

! Who art thou?" I told her I had picked
up a smattering of Italian, during a voyage up the
Straits. At this explanation she shook her head
and observed, that no smatterer could read as I had
done. She then desired to know if I understood
French? To which question I answered in the
affirmative. She asked, if I was acquainted with
latin and Greek ? I replied, "A little."—" Oho '"

continued she, "and with philosophy and mathe-
matics, I suppose ?" I owned I knew something of
each. Then she repeated herstare and interrogation.
1 began to repent my vanity, and, in order to repair
the fault I had committed, said, it was not to be
wondered at if I had a tolerable education, for
learning was so cheap in my countrv, that every
peasant was a scholar

; but I hoped her ladyship
would think my understanding no exception to my
character. She was pleased to answer, " No, no
Lrod forbid." But during the rest of the time they
sat

,

at table, they behaved with remarkable reserve,
ihis alteration gave me great uneasiness ; and I
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passed the night without sleep, in melancholy re-
flections on the vanity of young men, which prompts
them to commit so many foolish actions, contrary
to their own sober judgment. Next day, however
instead of profiting by this self-condemnation, f
yielded still more to the dictates of the principle Ihad endeavoured to chastise, and, if fortune had not
befriended me more than prudence could expect I
should have been treated with the contempt it
deserved After breakfast, my lady, who was a
true author, bade me follow her into the study
where she expressed herself thus :

" Since you are
so learned, you cannot be void of taste

; therefore
1 am to desire your opinion of a small performance
in poetry, which I lately composed. You mustknow I have planned a tragedy, the subject of which
snail be the murder of a prince before the altar
where he is busy at his devotions. After the deed
is perpetrated, the regicide will harangue the people
with the bloody dagger in his hand ; and I have
already composed a speech, which I think will suit
the character extremely

; here it is." Then takino-
up a scrap of paper, she read with violent emphasii
and gesture, as follows :

Thus have I sent the simple king to hell
Without or coffin, shroud, or passing bell

;

lo me what are divine and human laws'
1 court no sanction but my own applause '

Rapes, robb'ries, treasons, yield my soul delight-And human carnage gratifies my sight :

I drag the parent by the hoary hair, -\

And fiss the sprawling infant on my spear, I
While the fond mother's cries regale mine ear, J
1 light. I vanquish, murder friends and foes:
JNor dare th' immortal gods my rage oppose.

Though I did great violence to my understanding
in praising this unnatural rhapsody, I nevertheless
extolled it as a production that of itself deserved
immortal fame; and besought her ladyship to bless
the world with the fruits of those uncommon
talents Heaven had bestowed upon her. She smiled
with a look of self-complacency, and, encouraged
by the incense I had offered, communicated all her
poetical works, which I applauded one by one, with
as little candour as I had shown at first. Satiated
with my flattery, which, I hope, my situation
justified, she could not in conscience refuse me an
opportunity of shining in my turn

; and, therefore,
after a compliment to my nice discernment and
taste, observed, that, doubtless, I must have produced
something in that way myself, which she desired to
see. This was a temptation I could by no means
resist. I owned, that, while I was at college, I wrote
some small detached pieces, at the desire of a friend
who w;as in love, and at her request repeated the
following verses, which indeed my love forNarcissa
had inspired.

ON CELIA,
TLAYING ON THE HARPSICHORD AND SINGING.

When Sappho struck the quiv'ring wire,
The throbbing breast was all on fire :

And, when she rais'd the vocal lay,
The captive soul was charm'd away.

But had the nymph possess'd with these,
Thy softer, chaster power to please •

Thy beauteous air of sprightly youth,
Thy native smiles of artless truth

;

The worm of grief had never prey'd
On the forsaken love-sick maid :

Nor had she mourn'd an hapless flame
Nor dash'd on rocks her tender frame.

'

My mistress paid me a cold compliment on my
versification, which, she said, was elegant enough,

G 2
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but the subject beneath the pen of a true poet. I

was extremely nettled at ber indifference, and looked

at Narcissa, who by this time had joined us, for her

approbation ; but she declined giving her opinion,

protesting she was no judge of these matters ; so

that I was forced to retire, very much balked m
my expectation, which was generally a little too

sanguine. In the afternoon, however, the waitmg-

niaid assured me that Narcissa had expressed her

approbation of my performance with great warmth

and desired her to procure a copy of it, as for herself,

that she (Narcissa) might have an opportunity to

peruse it at pleasure. I was elated to an extravagant

pitch at this intelligence, and immediately
transcribed

a fair copy ofmy ode, which was carried to the dear

charmer, together with another on the same subject,

as follows :

—

Thy fatal shafts unerring move,

I bow before thine altar, Love !

I feel thy soft resistless flame

Glide swift through all my vital frame !

For while I gaze, my bosom glows,

My blood in tides impetuous flows

;

Hope, fear, and joy alternate roll,

And floods of transport whelm my soul

!

My falt'ring tongue attempts in vain,

In soothing murmurs to complain ;

My tongue some secret magic ties,

My murmurs sink in broken sighs

!

Condemn'd to nurse eternal care,

And ever drop the silent tear.

Unheard I mourn, unknown I sigh,

Unfriended live, unpity'd die !

Whether or not Narcissa discovered my passion

I could not learn from her behaviour, which, though

alwavs benevolent to me, was henceforth more

reserVed and less cheerful. While my thoughts

aspired to a sphere so far above me, I had un-

wittingly made a conquest of the cook-wench and

dairy-maid, who became so jealous of each other,

that, if their sentiments had been refined by edu-

cation, it is probable one or other of them would

have had recourse to poison or steel to be avenged

of her rival ; but. as their minds were happily adapted

to their humble station, their mutual enmity was

confined to scolding and fis^-cuffs in which ex-

ercises they were both well skilled. My good, fortune

did not long remain a secret ; for it was disclosed

by the frequent broils of these heroines, who kept

no decorum iu their encounters. The coachman

and gardener, who paid their devoirs to my ad-

mirers, each to his respective choice, alarmed at

my success, laid their heads together, m order to

concert a plan of revenge; and the former having

been educated at the academy at Tottenham Comt,

undertook to challenge me to single combat. He

accordingly, with many opprobrious invectives

bade me defiance, and offered to box me for twenty

guineas. I told him, that, although I believed

myself a match for him, even at that work, I would

not descend so far below the dignity of a gentleman

as to fight like a porter ; but if he had any thing to

say to me, I was his man at blunderbuss, musket,

pistol, sword, hatchet, spit, cleaver, fork, or needle;

nay, I swore, that, should he give his tongue any

more saucy liberties at my expense I would crop

his ears without any ceremony. This rhodomontade

delivered with a stern countenance and resolute

tone, had the desired effect upon my antagonist

who, with some confusion, sneaked off, and gave

his friend an account of his reception, lhe stop-

taking air among the servants, procured for metlie

title of Gentleman John, with which I was some-

times honoured, even by my mistress and Narcissa,

who had been informed of the whole affair by the

chambermaid. In the mean time, the rival queans

expressed their passion by all the ways m their

power : the cook entertained me with choice bits,

the dairy-maid with stroakings; the first would

often encourage me to discover myself by com-

plimenting me upon my courage and learning, and

observing, that if she had a husband like me,

to maintain order, and keep accounts, she could

make a great deal of money by setting up an

eating-house at London, for gentlemen's servants

on board wages. The other courted my affection,

by showing her own importance, and telling me,

that many a substantial farmer in the neighbour-

hood would be glad to marry her ; but she was

resolved to please her eye, if she should plague

her heart. Then she would launch out into the

praise of my proper person, and say, she was sure I

would make a good husband, for I was very good-

natured. I began to be uneasy at the importunities of

these inamoratas, whom, at another time, perhaps,

I might have pleased without the disagreeable sauce

of matrimony ; but at present my whole soul was

enorossed by Narcissa, and I could not bear the

thoughts of doing any thing derogatory of the

passion I entertained for her.

CHAPTER XLI.

Narcissa being in Danger from the Brutality of Sir Timothy,

is rescued by me, who revenge myself on my Rival-

I declare my Passion, and retreat to the Sea-side—Am
surrounded by Smugglers, and carried to Boulogne-Find

my Uncle, Lieutenant Bowling, in great distress, and

relieve him—Our Conversation.

At certain intervals, my ambition would revive

;

I would despise myself for my tame resignation to

my sordid fate, and revolve an hundred schemes

for assuming the character of a gentleman, to which

I thought myself entitled by birth and education.

In these fruitless suggestions time stole away un-

perceived, and I had already remained eight months

in the station of a footman, when an accident hap-

pened that put an end to my servitude, and for the

present banished all hopes of succeeding in my love.

Narcissa went one day to visit Miss Thicket, who

lived with her brother, within less than a mile ot

our house, and was persuaded to walk home in the

cool of the evening, accompanied by Sir Timothy,

who having a good deal of the brute in him, was

instigated to use some unbecoming familiarities

with'her, encouraged by the solitariness of a held

through which they passed The lovely creature

was incensed at his rude behaviour for which she

reproached him in such a manner, that he lost all

regard to decency, and actually offered violence to

thfs pattern of innocence and beauty. But Heaven

would not suffer so much goodness to be violated

;

and sent me, who, passing by accident near the

place, was alarmed with her cries, to her succour

Wh it were the emotions of my soul when 1 beheld

Narcissa, almost sinking beneath the brutal force

of this satyr! I flew like lightning to her rescue,

and he perceiving me, quitted his prey, and drew

his hano-er to chastise mv presumption. My indig-

nation was too high to admit one thought of tear:

=o that, rushing upon him, I struck his weapon out

of his hand, and used my cudgel so successtully,

that he fell to the ground, and lay, to all appearance,
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without sense. Then I turned to Narcissa, who
had swooned, and sitting down by her, gently
raised her head, and supported it on my bosom,
while, with my hand around her waist, I kept her in
that position. My soul was thrilled with tumultuous
joy at feeling the object of my dearest wishes
within my arms

; and while she lay insensible I
could not refrain from applying my cheek to hers,
and ravishing a kiss. In a little time, the blood
began to revisit her face ; she opened her enchant-
ing eyes, and having recollected her late situation
said, with a look full of tender acknowledgment,
Dear John, I am eternally obliged to you !" So

saying, she made an effort to rise, in which I assisted
her, and she proceeded to the house, leaning uponme all the way. I was a thousand times tempted by
this opportunity to declare my passion, but the
dread of disobliging her restrained my tongue. We
had not moved an hundred paces from the scene of
her distress, when I perceived Sir Timothy rise and
walk homeward

; a circumstance, which, though it
gave me some satisfaction, inasmuch as I therebyknew I had not killed him, filled me with just appre-
hension of his resentment, which I found myself in
no condition to withstand

; especially when I con-
sidered his intimacy with our squire, to whom Iknew he could justify himself for what he had
done, by imputing it to his love, and desiring his
brother Brum to take the same liberty with his
sister, without any fear of offence. When we
arrived at the house, Narcissa assured me, shewould exert all her influence in protecting mefrom the revenge of Thicket, and likewise engage
her aunt in my favour. At the same time, pull™
out her purse, offered it as a small consideration
for the service I had done her. But I stood toomuch upon the punctilios of love, to incur the least
suspicion of being mercenary, and refused the
present, by saying, I had merited nothing by barely
doing my duty. She seemed astonished at my dis-
interestedness and blushed : I felt the same suffu-
sion and with a downcast eye and broken accent,
told her, I had one request to make, which if her
generosity would grant, I should think myself fully
recompensed for an age of misery. She chan-Vd
colour at this preamble, and, with great confusion,
replied, she hoped my good sense would hinder mefrom asking any thing she was bound in honour to
refuse, and therefore bade me signify my desireLpon which I kneeled, and begged to kiss her hand.'
bne immediately, with an averted look, stretched it
put; I imprinted on it an ardent kiss, and bathing
it with my tears, cried, "Dear Madam, I am an
unfortunate gentleman, and love you to distraction,
but would have died a thousand deaths rather thanmake this declaration under such a servile appear-
ance, were I not determined to yield to the rigour
of my fate, to fly from your bewitching presence
and bury my presumptuous passion in eternal
silence. W ith these words I rose and went away,
before she could recover her spirits so far as tomake any reply. My first care was to go and con-
sult Mrs. Sagely, with whom I had maintained a
lnenal

3- correspondence ever since I left her house
VV hen she understood my situation, the good woman
with real concern, condoled me on my unhappy
late, and approved of my resolution to leave the
country as being perfectly well acquainted with
the barbarous disposition of my rival, « who by
th,s time said she, "has no doubt meditated ascheme of revenge. Indeed I cannot see how you
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will be able to elude his vengeance
; being himself

in the commission, he will immediately grant war-
rants for apprehending you ; and as almost all the
people in this county are dependent on him or his
friend, it will be impossible for you to find shelteramong tnem. If you should be apprehended, he
will commit you to jaol, where you may possibly
languish in great misery till the next assizes, and
then be transported for assaulting a magistrate "

While she thus warned me of my danger, we heard
a knocking at the door, which threw us both into
consternation, as, in all probability, it was occasioned
by my pursuers

: whereupon this generous old lady
putting two guineas into my hand, with tears in
her eyes, bade me for God's sake to get out at the
back door, and consult my safety as Providence
should chrect me. There was no time for deliber-
ation I followed her advice, and escaped by the
benefit of a dark night to the sea side, where while
I ruminated on my next excursion, I was all of asudden surrounded by armed men, who, havinc
bound my hands and feet, bade me make no noise
on pain of being shot, and carried me on board of a
vessel, which I soon perceived to be a smuggling

I fi ; v
hlS <hs

T
covery gave me some satisfaction

at first, because I concluded myself safe from the
resentment of Sir Timothy. But when I found
myself in the hands of ruffians, who threatened to
execute me for a spy, I would have thought myself
happily quit for a year's imprisonment, or even
transportation. It was in vain for me to protestmy innocence. I could not persuade them that Ihad taken a solitary walk to their haunt, at such
an hour, merely for my own amusement

; and Idid not think it my interest to disclose the true
cause of my retreat, because I was afraid theywould have made their peace with justice, by sur-
rendering me to the penalty of the law. What
confirmed their suspicion was, the appearance of a
custom-house yacht, which gave them chase, andhad well mgh made a prize of the vessel; when

tt
yJhert d

£
hvere* from ^eir fears by a thick

fog, which effectually screened them, and favoured
their arrival at Boulogne. But before they got out
of sight of their pursuer, they held a council of

among them would have thrown me overboard, asa traitor who had betrayed them to their enemies •

but others, more considerate, alleged, that, if theyput me to death, and should afterwards be takenthey could expect no mercy from the legislature'which would never pardon outlawry aggravated bymurder. It was therefore determined by°a pluralityof votes, that I should be set on shore in France

wv ?
Dd my passa£e back t0 England as Ishould think proper, this being punishment suffi-cient for the bare suspicion of a* crime in itself notcapital. Although this favourable determinationgave me great pleasure, the apprehension of b

£

robbed would not suffer me to be perfectly at ease
g

To prevent this calamity, as soon as I was untiel'in consequence of the foresaid decision, I tore asmall hole in one of my stockings, into which Idropped six gumeas, reserving ha f a piece andsome silver m my pocket, that,°finding something

luirT
S
Tnf

6 tempted t0 Make
inquiry. This was a very necessary precaution •

for when we came within sight of the French shore'

pas'sale Ct^T V*
1 ™' 1 muSt^ «» ™passage. Io this declaration I replied/that mv

passage was none of my own seeSg; therS
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they could not expect a reward from me for

transporting me into a strange country by force.

'• D—me !" said the outlaw, " none ofyour palaver

;

but let me see -what money you have got" So

saying, he thrust his hand into my pocket without

any ceremony, and emptied it of the contents.

Then casting an eye at my hat and wig, which

captivated his fancy, he took them off, and clap-

pin^ his own on my head, declared, that a tan-

exchange was no robbery. I was fain to put up

with the bargain, which was by no means favour-

able to me ; and a little while after we went all on

shore together.

I resolved to take my leave of these desperadoes

without much ceremony, when one of them cau-

tioned me against appearing to their prejudice, it

ever I returned to England, unless I had a mind to

be murdered ; for which service, he assured me,

the gang never wanted agents. I promised to ob-

serve his advice, and departed for the Upper Town,

where I inquired for a cabaret, or public-house,

into which I went, with an intention of taking

some refreshment. In the kitchen, five Dutch

sailors sat at breakfast, with a large loaf, a nrkm

of butter, and a cag of brandy, the bung of which

they often applied to their mouths with great per-

severance and satisfaction. At some distance

from them I perceived another person in the same

garb, sitting in a pensive solitary manner, enter-

taining himself with a whiff of tobacco, from the

stump of a pipe as black as jet. The appearance

of distress never failed to attract my regard and

compassion. I approached this forlorn tar with a

view to offer him my assistance ; and, notwithstand-

ing the alteration of dress, and disguise of a long

beard, I discovered in him my long lost and la-

mented uncle and benefactor, Lieutenant Bowling

!

Good Heaven ! what were the agitations of my soul,

between the ioy of finding again such a valuable

friend, and the sorrow of seeing him in such a low

condition ! The tears gusheddownmy cheeks :
I stood

motionless and silent for some time ; at length,

recovering the use of speech, exclaimed, " Gracious

God ! Mr. Bowling !" My uncle no sooner heard

his name mentioned, than he started up, crying

with some surprise, " Holloa !" and after having,

looked at me steadfastly, without being able to re-

collect me, said, " Did you call me, brother ?

told him I had something extraordinary to commu

nicate, and desired him to give me the hearing for

a few minutes in another room ; but he would by

no means consent to this proposal, saying, " Avast

there, friend ; none of your tricks upon travellers

;

if you have any thing to say to me, do it above

board ;
you need not be afraid of being overheard

;

here are none who understand our lingo."

Though I was loth to discover myself before

company, I could no longer refrain from telling

him I was his own nephew, Roderick Random.

On this information, he considered me with great

earnestness and astonishment, and recalling my
features, which, though enlarged, were not entirely

altered since he had seen me, came up, and shook

me by the hand very cordially, protesting he was

glad to see me well. After some pause, he went on

thus: "And yet, my lad, I am sorry to see you

under such colours j the more so, as it is not m my
power, at present, to change them for the better,

times being very hard with me." With these

words, I could perceive a tear trickle down his fur-

rowed cheeks, which affected me so much, that I

wept bitterly. Imagining my sorrow was the effect

of my own misfortunes, he comforted me, with

observing, that fife was a voyage in which we

must expect to meet with all weathers ;
sometimes

it was calm, sometimes rough; that a fair gale

often succeeded a storm ; that the wind did not

always sit one way, and that despair signified no-

rthing; but that resolution and skill were better

than a stout vessel ; for why ? because they reqiure

no carpenter, and grow stronger the more labour

they undergo. I dried up my tears, which I as-

sured him were not shed for my own distress, but

for his, and begged leave to accompany him into

another room, where we could converse more at

our ease. There I recounted to him the ungenerous

usage I had met with from Potion j at which rela-

tion he started up, stalked across the room three or

four times in a great hurry, and, grasping his cud-

gel, cried, " I would I were alongside of Bim-—

that's all—I would I were alongside of him
!

I

then tiave him a detail of all my adventures and

sufferings, which affected him more than I could

have imagined; and concluded with telling him

that Captain Oakum was still alive, and that he

might return to England when he would to solicit

his affairs, without danger or molestation. He was

wonderfully pleased with this piece of information,

of which, however, he said he could not at present

avail himself, for want of money to pay his passage

to London. This objection I soon removed, by

putting five guineas into his hand, and telling him,

I thought myself extremely happy in having an

opportunity of manifesting my gratitude to him m
his necessity. But it was with the utmost difficulty

I could prevail upon him to accept of two, which

he affirmed were more than sufficient to defray the

necessary expense. After this friendly contest was

over he proposed we should have a mess of some-

thing :
" For," said he, " it has been banyan-day

with me a great while. You must know I was

shipwrecked five days ago, near a place called

Lisieux, in company with those Dutchmen who are

now drinking below ; and having but little money

when I came ashore, it was soon spent, because I

let them have share and share while it lasted.

Howsomever, I should have remembered the old

saying, Every hog his own apple: for when they

found my hold unstowed, they went all hands to

shooling and begging, and because I would not

take a spell at the same duty, refused to give me

the least assistance ; so that I have not broke breaa

these two days." I was shocked at the extremity

of his distress, and ordered some bread, cheese, and

wine to be brought immediately, to allay his hun-

ger, until a fricassee of chickens could be prepared.

When he had recruited his spirits with this homely

fare, I desired to know the particulars of his pere-

grination, since the accident at Cape Tiberoon

;

which were briefly these : the money he had about

him being all spent at Port Louis, the civility and

hospitality of the French cooled to such a degree,

that he was obliged to list on board of one of their

kind's ships as a common foremast man. to prevent

himself from starving on shore. In this situation

he continued two years, during which time he had

acquired some knowledge of their language, and

the reputation of a good seaman : the ship he be-

longed to was ordered home to France, where she

was laid up, as unfit for service, and he was re-

ceived on board of one of Monsieur DAntms
squadron, in quality of quarter-master; which



office he performed m a voyage to the West Indieswhere they engaged with our ship as before related
But his conscience upbraiding him for serving the
enemies of his country, he quitted the ship at thesame place where he first listed, and got toCuracoa
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;

there he ^ined with a skip-
pe. bound to Europe, to work for his passage toHolund, from whence he was in hopes of hearingfrom his friends m England; but was cast away"
as he mentioned before, on the French coast, andmust have been reduced to the necessity of tra-
velling on foot to Holland, and begging for his
subsistence on the road, or of entering on board ofanother French man-of-war, at the hazard of being
treated as a deserter, if Providence had not sentme to his succour " And now, my lad," continued

t!L u V lal1 steer ™y C0llrse directly toLondon where I do not doubt of being replaced
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y' t0 Vh°m 1 intend 10 write a Petition,setting forth my case. If I succeed, I shall have

wherewnhal to gIye you some assistance, because,when I left the ship, I had two years' pay due tome: herefore I desire to know whither you arebound
;
and besides, perhaps, I may have interestenough to procure a warrant appointing you sur-geon s mate of the ship to which I shall belong

°,
f
he beadle of the Admiralty is my good friendand he and one of the under-clerks aresworn too-

thers, and that under-clerk has a good deal to savwith one of the upper clerks, who is very ^
_ known to the under secretary, who upon his re-
commendation, I hoPe will recommend my affair tothe first secretary

; and he again will speak to oneof the lords in my behalf: so that you see I do notwant friends to assist me on occasion-as for hefellow, Crampley, tho'f I know him not, I am surehe is neither seaman, nor officer, by whit you 1 aveto d me, or else he could never be so much mis-taken m Ins reckoning, as to run the ship ™ shoreon the coast of Sussex, before he believed himselfin soundings; neither, when that accident happened, would he have left the ship until she hadbeen stove to pieces, especially when the tidewas making
, wherefore, by this time, I do supposehe has been tried by a court-martial, 'and exeE

foi his cowardice and misconduct." I could nothelp smiling at the description of my uncle's lad-de. by which he proposed to climb to the attentionof the Board of Admiralty ; and though I knew
the world too well, to confide in such dependence

hZ,{ iv? T diseourage him with doubts;
but asked if he had no friend in London, who would
advance a small sum of money to enable him toappear as he ought, and make a small present tothe under secretary, who might possibly despatch
his business the sooner on that account. He
™] ^w£ head

'
and

'
after some recollection,

replied. Why, yes, I believe Daniel Whipcord the
Ship-chandler m Wapping would not refuse mesuch a small matter. I know I can have what cre-
dit 1 want, for lodging, liquor, and clothes : but as
to money I wont be positive: had honest Blockbeen living, I should not have been at a loss »

Iwas heartily sorry to find a worthy man so destituteof fuends, when he had such need of them; and
Sk*T- Tn m}\own sitU£ttion as less miserable

Jplfi ,
'

aUSe 1 Was better acquainted with the

le "Jr/f
r°S â y of mankind, consequently

less liable to disappointment and imposition.
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CHAPTER XLH.

He takes his Passage in a Cutter for Deal—We are accosted
by a Priest, who proves to he a Scotchman—His Profession
of Friendship— He is affronted by the Lieutenant, who
afterwards appeases him by Submission — My Uncle em-
barks— I am introduced by a Priest to a Capuchin inw hose Company I set out for Paris—The Character of my
Fellow Traveller-An Adventure on the Road-I am

shocked at his Behaviour.

When our repast was ended, we walked down to
the harbour, where we found a cutter that was to
sail for Deal in the evening, and Mr. Bowling
agreed for his passage. In the mean time we
sauntered about the town to satisfy our curiosity
our conversation turning on the subject of my
designs, which were not as yet fixed : neither can
it be supposed that my mind was at ease, when I
found myself reduced almost to extreme poverty,m the midst of foreigners, among whom I had not
one acquaintance to advise or befriend me. My
uncle was sensible of my forlorn condition, and
pressed me to accompany him to England, where
he did not doubt of finding some sort of provision
tor me: but, besides the other reasons 1 had for
avoiding that kingdom, I looked upon it, at this
time, as the worst country in the universe for a
honest man to live in ; and therefore determined to
remain in France, at all events. I was confirmed
in this resolution, by a reverend priest, who passing
by at this time, and overhearing us speak English
accosted us in the same language, telling us, he
was our countryman, and wishing it might be in
his power to do us any service. We thanked this
grave person for his courteous offer, and invited him
to drink a glass with us, which he did not think
proper to refuse, and we went altogether into a
tavern of his recommending. After having drank
to our healths in a bumper of good Burgundy, he
began to inquire into our situation, particularly the
place of our nativity, which we no sooner named
than he started up, and wringing our hands with
great fervour, shed a flood of tears, crying "Icome from the same part of the country t perhaps
you are my own relations." I was on my guard
against his caresses, which I suspected very much
when I remembered the adventure of the money-
dropper; but, without any appearance of diffidence
observed, that as he was born in that part of the
country he must certainly know our families
which howsoever mean our present appearance
might be, were none of the most obscure or incon-
siderable Then I discovered our names, to which

T/u 6 WaS no danger: he had known my
grandfather personally; and, notwithstanding an
absence of fifty years from Scotland, recounted somany particulars of the families in the neighbour-
hood, that my scruples were entirely removed, and
I thought myself happy in his acquaintance. Inthe course of our conversation, I disclosed my
condition without reserve, and displayed my talents
to such advantage, that the old father looked uponme with admiration, and assured me, that if I stavedm France, and listened to reason, I could not fail ofmaking my fortune, to which he would contributean in ins power.
My uncle began to he jealous of the priest's in-

sinuation, and very abruptly declared, that, if ever
1 should renounce my religion, he would break off
all connexion and correspondence with me ; for itwas his opinion, that no honest man would swerve
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from the principles in which he was bred, whether

Turkish, Protestant, or Roman. The father, af-

fronted at this declaration, with great vehemence

began a long discourse, setting forth the danger of

obstinacy, and shutting one's eyes against the light

:

he said, that ignorance would be no plea towards

justification, when we had opportunities of being

better informed; and that, if the minds of people

had not been open to conviction, the christian re-

ligion could not have been propagated in the world

;

and we should now be in a state of Pagan darkness

and barbarity. He endeavoured to prove, by some

texts of Scripture, and many quotations from the

fathers, that the Pope was the successor of St.

Peter, and vicar of Jesus Christ ; that the church

of Rome was the true holy catholic church ;
and

that the Protestant faith was an impious heresy and

damnable schism, by which many millions of souls

would suffer everlasting perdition. When he had

finished this sermon, which I thought he pro-

nounced with more zeal than discretion, he ad-

dressed himself to my uncle, and desired to know

his objections to what had been said. The lieu-

tenant, whose attention had been wholly engrossed

by his own affairs, took the pipe out of his mouth,

and replied, " As for me, friend, d'ye see, I have no

objection to what you say ; it may be either true

or false for what I know ; I meddle with nobody s

affairs but mv own ; the gunner to his linstock,

and the steersman to the helm, as the saying is. I

trust to no creed but the compass, and do unto

everv man as I would be done by ; so that I defy

the Pope, the Devil, and the Pretender ;
and hope

to be saved as well as another." This association

of persons gave great offence to the friar, who

protested, in a mighty passion, that, if Mr. Bowling

had not been his countryman, he would have caused

him to be imprisoned for his insolence. I ventured

to disapprove of my uncle's rashness, and appeased

the old gentleman, by assuring him, there was no

offence intended by mv kinsman, who, by this time,

sensible of his error, shook the injured party by

the hand, and asked pardon for the freedom he had

taken. Matters being amicably compromised, he

invited us to come and see him in the afternoon at

the convent to which he belonged, and took his

leave for the present; when my uncle recommended

it strongly to me to persevere in the religion of my
forefathers, whatever advantages I might propose

to myself by a change, which could not fail of

disgracing myself, and dishonouring my family. I

assured him, no consideration should induce me to

forfeit his friendship and good opinion on that

score; at which assurance he discovered great

satisfaction, and put me in mind of dinner, which

we immediately bespoke, and, when it was ready,

ate together.

I imagined my acquaintance with the Scottish

priest, if properlv managed, might turn out to my
advantage, and therefore resolved to cultivate it as

much as" I could. With this view we visited him

at his convent, according to his invitation, where

he treated us with wine and sweetmeats, and showed

us every thing that was remarkable in the monas-

tery. Having been thus entertained, we took our

leave, though not before I had promised to see him

next day ; and the time fixed for my uncle's em-

barking being come, I accompanied him to the

harbour, and saw him on board. We parted not

without tears, after we had embraced, and wished

one another all manner of prosperity ; and he en-

treated me to write to him often, directing to Lien-

tenant Bowling, at the sign of the Union Flag,

near the Hermitage, London.

I returned to the house in which we had met,

where I passed the night in a very solitary manner,

reflecting on the severity of my fate, and endea-

vouring to project some likely scheme of fife for

the future ; but my invention failed me
;
I saw

nothing but insurmountable difficulties in my way,

and was ready to despair at the miserable prospect

:

That I might not, however, neglect any probable

means, I got up in the morning, and went directly to

the father, whose advice and assistance I implored.

He received me very kindly, and gave me to under-

stand, that there was one way of life in which a

person of my talents could not fail of making a

great figure. I guessed his meaning, and told him

once for all, I was fully determined against any al-

teration in point of religion, therefore, if his pro-

posal regarded the church, he might save himself

the trouble of explaining it. He shook his head,

and sighed, saying, " Ah ! son, son, what a glorious

prospect is here spoiled, bv your stubborn prejudice

!

Suffer yourself to be persuaded by reason, and

consult your temporal welfare, as well as the con-

cerns of your eternal soul. I can, by my interest,

procure your admission as a noviciate into this

convent, where I will superintend and direct you

with a truly paternal affection." Then he launched

out into the praises of a monastic life, which no

noise disturbs, no cares molest, and no danger in-

vades ; where the heart is weaned from carnal

attachments, the grosser appetites subdued and

chastised, and the soul wafted to divine regions of

philosophy and truth, on the wings of studious

contemplation. But his eloquence was lost upon

me whom two considerations enabled to withstand

his temptations ;
namely, my promise to my uncle,

and my aversion to an ecclesiastical lite ;
lor,

as to the difference of religion, I looked upon it as

a thing of too small moment to come in competi-

tion with a man's fortune. Finding me immovable

on this head, he told me he was more sorry than

offended at my non-compliance, and still ready to

employ his good offices in my behalf. " The same

erroneous maxims," said he, " that obstruct your

promotion in the church, will infallibly prevent

your advancement in the army ; but if you can

crook the condition of a servant, I am acquainted

with some people of rank at Versailles, to whom I

can <rive you letters of recommendation, that you

may be entertained bv some one of them in quality

of malm <Thotel; and I do not doubt that your

qualifications will soon entitle you to a better pro-

vision
" I embraced his offer with great eagerness

;

and he appointed me to come back m the afternoon,

when he would not only give me letters, but like-

wise introduce me to a capuchin of his acquaintance,

who intended to set out for Paris next morning, in

whose company I might travel, without being at

the expense of one livre during the whole journey.

This piece of good news gave me infinite pleasure

;

I acknowledged my obligation to the benevolent

father in the most grateful expressions ;
and he

performed his promise to a tittle, in delivering the

letters, and making me acquainted with the capu-

chin, with whom I departed next morning by break

°f
It yr'as not long before I discovered my fellow-

traveller to be a merry facetious fellow, who, not-

withstanding his profession and appearance ot
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mortification, loved good eating and drinking better
than his rosary, and paid more adoration to a pretty
girl than to the Virgin Mary, or St. Genevieve.
He was a thick brawny young man, with red eye-
brows, a hook nose, a face covered with freckles

;

and his name was Frere Balthazar. His order did
not permit him to wear linen, so that, having
little occasion to undress himself, he was none of
the cleanliest animals in the world ; and his con-
stitution was naturally so strongly scented, that I
always thought it convenient to keep to the windward
of him in our march. As he was perfectly well
known on the road, we fared sumptuously Without
any cost, and the fatigue of our journey was much
alleviated by the good humour of my companion,
who sung an infinite number of catches on the
subjects of love and wine. We took up our lodging
the first night at a peasant's house not far from
Abbeville, where we were entertained with an ex-
cellent ragout, cooked by our landlord's daughters,
one of whom was very handsome. After having
eaten heartily, and drank a sufficient quantity of
small wine, we were conducted to a barn, where
we found a couple of carpets spread upon clean
straw for our reception. We had not lain in this
situation above half an hour, when we heard
somebody knock softly at the door, upon which
Balthazar got up, and let in our host's two daugh-
ters, who wanted to have some private conversation
with him in the dark ; when they had whispered
together for some time, the capuchin came to me,
and asked if I was insensible to love, and so hard
hearted as to refuse a share of my bed to a pretty
maid, who had a tendre for me? I must own, tomy shame, that I suffered myself to be overcome
by my passion, and with great eagerness seized the
occasion, when I understood the amiable Nanette
was to be my bedfellow. In vain did my reason
suggest the respect that I owed to my dear mis-
tress Narcissa; the idea of that lovely charmer
rather increased than allayed the ferment of my
spirits; and the young paysanne had no reason
to complain of my remembrance. Early in the
morning, the kind creatures left us to our repose
which lasted till eight o'clock, when we got up'
and were treated at breakfast with chocolate and
I'eau de vie, by our paramours, of whom we took a
tender leave, after my companion had confessed
and given them absolution. While we proceeded
on our journey, the conversation turned upon the
night's adventure, being introduced by the capu-
chin, who asked me how I liked my lodging : I
declared my satisfaction, and talked in rapture of
the agreeable Nanette; at which he shook his
head, and smiling, said, she was a morceau pour la
bonne bouche. " I never valued myself," continued
he, " upon any thing so much as" the conquest of
Nanette

;
_

and, vanity apart, I have been pretty
fortunate in my amours." This information shocked
me not a little, as I was well convinced of his
intimacy with her sister ; and though I did not
care to tax him with downright incest, I professed
my astonishment at his last night's choice, when, I
supposed, the other was at his devotion. To this
hint, he answered, that, besides his natural com-
plaisance to the sex, he had another reason to
distribute his favours equally between them, namely,
to preserve peace in the family, which could not
otherwise be maintained

; that, moreover, Nanette
had conceived an affection for me, and he loved
her too well to baulk her inclination ; more espe-
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cially when he had an opportunity of obliging his
friend at the same time. I thanked him for this
instance of his friendship, though I was extremely
disgusted at his want of delicacy, and cursed the
occasion that threw me in his way. Libertine as I
was, I could not bear to see a man behave so wide
of the character he assumed : I looked upon him as
a person of very little worth or honesty, and should
have even kept a wary eye upon my pocket, if 1
had thought lie could have any temptation to steal.
But I could not conceive the use of money to a
capuchin, who is obliged, by the rules of his order,
to appear like a beggar, and enjoys all other
necessaries of life gratis; besides, my fellow-
traveller seemed to be of a complexion too careless
and sanguine to give me any apprehension on that
score

; so that I proceeded with great confidence,
in expectation of being soon at my journey's end.

CHAPTER XLIII.

We lodge at a House near Amiens, where I am robbed by
the Capuchin, who escapes while I am asleep—I go to

Noyons in search of him, but without success—Make my
Condition known to several People, but find no Relief

—

Grow desperate—Join a Company of Soldiers— Enlist in the

Regiment of Picardy—We are ordered into Germany—

I

find the Fatigues of the March almost intolerable—Quarrel

with my Comrade in a Dis pute about Politics—He chal-

lenges me to the Field, wounds and disarms me.

The third night of our pilgrimage we passed at a
house near Amiens, where Balthazar being un-
known, we supped upon indifferent fare, and sour
wine, and were fain to lie in a garret, upon an old

mattrass, which, I believe, had been in the pos-
session of ten thousand myriads of fleas, time out
of mind. We did not invade their territory with
impunity : in less tnan a minute we were attacked
by stings innumerable ; in spite of which, however,
we fell fast asleep, being excessively fatigued with
our day's march, and did not w-ake till nine next
morning, when seeing myself alone, I started up in

a terrible fright, and examining my pockets, found
my presaging fear too true ! My companion had
made free with my cash, and left me to seek my
way to Paris by myself ! I ran down stairs imme-
diately ; and with a look fall of grief and amaze-
ment, inquired for the mendicant, who, they gave
me to understand, had set out four hours before,

after having told them, I was a little indisposed,

and desired I might not be disturbed, but be
informed when I should awake that he had taken
the road to Noyons, where he would wait for my
coming at the Coq d'Or. I spoke not a word, but
with a heavy heart directed my course to that
place, at which I arrived in the afternoon, fainting
with weariness and hunger ; but learned, to mv
utter confusion, that no such person had been
there ! It was happy for me that I had a good deal
of resentment in my constitution, which animated
me on such occasions against the villany of mankind,
and enabled me to bear misfortunes otherwise
intolerable. Boiling with indignation, I discovered
to the host my deplorable condition, and inveighed
with great bitterness against the treachery of Bal-
thazar ; at, which he shrugged up his shoulders, and,
with a peculiar grimace in his countenance, said,

he was sorry for my misfortune ; but there was
no remedy like patience. At that instant some
guests arrived, to whom he hastened to offer his
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service, leaving me mortified at his indifference,

and fully persuaded that an mnkeeperis the same

sordid animal all the world over. While I stood

in the porch, forlorn and undetermined, venting

ejaculations of curses against the thief who robbed

me, and the old priest who recommended him to

my friendship, a young gentleman richly dressed,

attended bv a valet de chambre and two servants

in livery, arrived at the inn. I thought I per-

ceived a great deal of sweetness and good nature in

his countenance ; therefore he had no sooner alighted

than I accosted him, and, in a few words, explained

my situation: he listened with great politeness,

and when I had made an end of my story, said,

" Well Monsieur, what would you have me to

do'" I was effectually abashed at this interroga-

tion which I believe no man of common sense or

generosity could make, and made no other reply

than a low bow : he returned the compliment still

lower, and tript into an apartment, while the land-

lord let me know, that my standing there to inter-

rupt company gave offence, and might do him

infinite prejudice. He had no occasion to repeat

his insinuation ; I moved from the place imme-

diately ; and was so much transported with griet,

anger and disdain, that a torrent of blood gushed

from my nostrils. In this ecstacy I quitted Noyons,

and betook myself to the fields, where I wandered

about like one distracted, till my spirits were quite

exhausted, and I was obliged to throw myselfdown

at the root of a tree, to rest my wearied limbs.

Here my rage forsook me; I began to feel the

importunate cravings of nature, and relapsed into

silent sorrow, and melancholy reflection. I revolved

all the crimes I had been guilty of, and found them

so few and venial, that I could not comprehend the

Justice of that Providence, which, after having

exposed me to so much wretchedness and danger,

left me a prev to famine at last in a foreign country,

where I had not one friend or acquaintance to close

my eyes, and do the last offices of humanity to my

miserable carcase. A thousand times I wished

myself a bear, that I might retreat to woods and

deserts, far from the hospitable haunts of man

where I could live by my own talents, independent

of treacherous friends, and supercilious scorn.

As I lav in this manner groaning over my hap-

less fate, I heard the sound of a violin, and raising

my head, perceived a company of men and women

dancing on the grass at some distance from me 1

looked unon this to be a favourable season for

distress t" attract compassion, when every selfish

thought is banished, and the heart dilated with

mirth and social joy; wherefore I got up and

approached this happy people, whom I soon dis-

covered to be a party of soldiers, with their wives

and children, unbending and diverting themselves

at this rate, after the fatigue of a march. 1 had

never before seen such a parcel of scare-crows

together, neither could I reconcile their meagre

gaunt looks, their squalid and ragged attire, and

every other external symptom ot extreme woe,

with this appearance of festivity. I saluted them,

however, and was received with great po iteness

;

after which they formed a ring, and danced around

me This jollity had a wonderful effect upon m>

spirits ! I was infected with their gaiety, and, m
spite of my dismal situation, forgot my cares and

joined in their extravagance. When we had re-

created ourselves a good while at this diversion, vhe

ladies spread their manteaus on the ground, upon

which they emptied their knapsacks of some onions,

coarse bread, and a few flasks of poor wine. Being

invited to a share of the banquet, I sat down with

the rest, and in the whole course of my life never

made a more comfortable meal. When our repast

was ended, we got up again to dance ;
and now

that I found myself refreshed, I behaved to the

admiration of everybody. I was loaded with a

thousand compliments, and professions ot friend-

ship ; the men commended my person and agility,

and the women were loud in praise of my bonne

qrace ; the sergeant in particular expressed so much

reo-ard for me, and described the pleasures ot a

sofdier's life with so much art, that I began to

listen to his proposal of enlisting me in the service;

and the more I considered my own condition, the

more I was convinced of the necessity I was under

to come to a speedy determination. Having, there-

fore, maturely weighed the circumstances pro and

con, I signified my consent, and was admitted into

the regiment of Picardy, said to be the oldest corps

in Europe. The company to which this command

belonged was quartered at a village not far off,

whither we marched next day, and 1 was presented

to my captain, who seemed very well pleased with

my appearance, gave me a crown to drink, and

ordered me to be accommodated with clothes, arms,

and accoutrements. Then I sold my livery suit,

purchased linen, and, as I was at great pains to

learn the exercise, in a very short time became a

complete soldier. . . .

It was not long before we received orders to join

several more regiments, and marchi mth
f

expe-

dition into Germany, in order to reinforce Mai eschal

Due de Noailles, who was then encamped with his

army on the side of the river Mayne, to watch the

motions of the English, Hanoverians,
Austnans,

and Hessians, under the command of the Ewl ot

Stair We began our march accordingly, and then

I became acquainted with that part ot a soldier s

life to which I had been hitherto a stranger It :s

impossible to describe the hunger and thirst I sus-

tained, and the fatigue I underwent in a march of

so many hundred miles ;
during which I was so

much chafed with the heat and motion of my limbs

that in a very short time the inside of my thighs

and legs was deprived of skin, and I proceeded in

the utmost torture. This misfortune I owed to the

plumpness of my constitution, which I cursed, and

envied the withered condition of my comrades,

whose bodies could not spare juice enough to supply

a common issue, and were indeed proot agamst M
manner of friction. The continual pain I telt made

me fretful, and my peevishness was increased by

the mortification of my pride in seeing those mise-

rable wretches, whom a hard gale of wind would

hte scattered 'through the air like chaff, bear those

toils with alacrity, under which I was ready to sink.

One day, while we enjoyed a halt, and the soldiers

with their wives had gone out to dance, according

to custom, my comrade stayed at home with me on

pretence of friendship, and insulted me with his

nity and consolation ! He told me, though I was

young and tender at present, I would soon be

Lasoned to the service ; and he did not doubt but

I should have the honour to contribute in some

measure to the glory of the king. « Have courage,

therefore, mv child," said he, » and pray to the good

God, that you may be as happy as I am, who have

hadthe honour of serving Lewis the Great, and of e-

eemng many wounds in helping to establish hi»
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glory." When I looked upon the contemptible object
that pronounced these words, I was amazed at the
infatuation that possessed him ; and could not help
expressing my astonishment at the absurdity of a
rational being, who thinks himself highly honouredm being permitted to encounter abject poverty,
oppression, famine, disease, mutilation, and evident
death, merely to gratify the vicious ambition of a
prince, by whom his sufferings were disregarded,
and his name utterly unknown. I observed that,
if his situation was the consequence of compulsion,
I would praise his patience and fortitude in bearing
his lot

;
if he had taken up arms in defence of his

injured country, he was to be applauded for his
patriotism

; or, if he had fled to this way of life as
a refuge from a greater evil, he was justifiable in
his own conscience, though I could have no notion
of misery more extreme than that he suffered ; but
to put his condition on the footing of conducing to
the glory of his prince, was no more than professing
himself a desperate slave, who voluntarily under-
went the utmost wretchedness and peril, and com-
mitted the most flagrant crimes, to soothe the
barbarous pride of a fellow-creature, his superior
in nothing but the power he derived from the sub-
mission of such -wretches as him. The soldier was
very much affronted at the liberty I took with his
king, which he said nothing but my ignorance
could excuse. He affirmed, that the characters of
princes were sacred, and ought not to be profaned
by the censure of their subjects, who were bound
by their allegiance to obey their commands, of what
nature soever, without scruple or repining; and
advised me to correct the rebellious principles I
had imbibed among the English, who, for their in-
solence to their kings, were notorious all over the
world, even to a proverb.

In vindication of my countrymen, I repeated all
the arguments commonly used to prove that every
man has a natural right to liberty

; that allegiance
and protection are reciprocal; that, when the
mutual tie is broken by the tyranny of the kin"- he
is accountable to the people for his breach of con-—tract, and subject to the penalty of the law ; and
that those insurrections of the English, which are
branded with the name of rebellion by the slaves
of arbitrary power, were no other than glorious
efforts to rescue that independence which was their
Birthright, from the ravenous claws of usurping
ambitio The Frenchman, provoked at the little
deference I paid to the kingly name, lost all
patience, and reproached me in such a manner that
my temper forsook me, and I clenched my fist,
with an intention to give him a hearty box on the
ear. Perceiving my design, he started back, and
demanded a parley

; upon which I checked my in-
dignation, and he gave me to understand that a
Frenchman never forgave a blow

; therefore, if I
was not weary of my life, I would do well to spare
him that mortification, and do him the honour of
measuring my sword with his, like a gentleman. I
took his advice, and followed him to a field hard
by, where indeed I was ashamed at the pitiful
figure of my antagonist, who was a poor, little,
shivering creature, decrepit with age, and blind of
one eye. But I soon found the folly of judging
from appearances, being at the second pass wounded
in the sword hand, and immediately disarmed with
a jerk, that I thought the joint was dislocated. I
was no less confounded than enraged at this event,
especially as my adversary did not bear his success
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with all the moderation that might have been ex-
pected

; for he insisted upon my asking pardon for
affronting his king and him. This proposal I
would by no means comply with, but told him it
was a mean condescension, which no gentleman in
his circumstances ought to propose, nor any in my
situation ought to perform ; and that, if he persisted
in his ungenerous demand, I would in my turn
claim satisfaction with my musket, when we should
be more upon a par than with the sword, of which
he seemed so much master.

CHAPTER XLIV.
In order to be revenged, I learn the Science of Defence—We
join the Mareschal Due de Noailles—Are engaged with the
Allies at Dettingen, and put to Flight—The Behaviour of
the French Soldiers on that occasion—I industriously seek
another Combat with the old Gascon, and vanquish him in
my turn—Our Regiment is put into Winter-quarters at
Rbeims, where 1 find my friend Strap—Our Recognition-
He supplies me with Money, and procures my Discharge—
We take a Trip to Paris; from whence, by the way of
Flanders, we set out for London, where we safely arrive.

He was disconcerted at this declaration, to which
he made no reply, but repaired to tbe dancers,
among whom he recounted his victory, with many
exaggerations and gasconades

; while I, taking up
my sword, went to my quarters, and examined my
wound, which I found was of no consequence. The
same day, an Irish drummer, having heard of my
misfortune, visited me, and, after having condoled me
on the chance of war, gave me to understand, that
he was master of the sword, and would, in a very
short time, instruct me so thoroughly in that noble
science, that I should be able to chastise the old
Gascon for his insolent boasting at my expense.
This friendly office he proffered, on pretence of the
regard he had for his countrymen; but I afterwards
learned, the true motive was no other than a
jealousy he entertained of a correspondence between
the Frenchman and his wife, which he did not think
proper to resent in person. Be this as it will, I
accepted his offer, and practised his lessons with
such application, that I soon believed myself a
match for my conqueror. In the mean time, we
continued our march, and arrived at the camp of
Mareschal Noailles, the night before the battle of
Dettingen. Notwithstanding the fatigue we had
undergone, our regiment was one of those that were
ordered next day to cross the river, under the
command of the Due de Gramont, to take posses-
sion of a narrow defile, through which the Allies
must of necessity have passed at a great dis-
advantage, or remain where they were, and perish
for want of provision, if they would not condescend
to surrender at discretion. How they suffered
themselves to be pent up in this manner, it is not
my province to relate ; I shall only observe, that,
when we had taken possession of our ground, I
heard an old officer, in conversation with another,
express a surprise at the conduct of Lord Stair, who
had the reputation of a good general. But it seems,
at this time, that nobleman was overruled, and
only acted in an inferior character ; so that no part
of the blame could be imputed to him, who declared
his disapprobation of the step, in consequence of
which the whole army was in the utmost danger

;

but Providence or Destiny acted miracles in their
behalf, by disposing the Due de Gramont to quit

A
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his advantageous post, pass the defile and attack

the English, who were drawn up in order of battle

on the plain, and who handled us so roughly, that,

after having lost a great number of our men, we

turned our backs without ceremony, and fled with

such precipitation, that many hundreds perished m
the river, through pure fear and confusion ;

for the

enemy was so generous, that they did not pursue us

one inch of ground ; and if our consternation would

have permitted, we might have retreated with great

order and deliberation. But, notwithstanding the

royal elemenev of the king of Great Britain, who

headed the Allies in person, and, no doubt, put a

stop to the carnage, our loss amounted to 5,000 men,

among whom were many officers of distinction.

Our miscarriage opened a passage for the toe to

Hanau, whither they immediately marched, leaving

their sick and wounded in the care of the French,

who next dav took possession of the field of battle,

buried the dead, and treated the living with hu-

manitv. This circumstance was a great consolation

to us who thence took occasion to claim the victory

;

and the genius of the French nation never appeared

more conspicuous than now, in the rodomontades

they uttered on the subject of their generosity and

courage. Every man, by his own account, per-

formed feats that eclipsed all the heroes of antiquity.

One compared himself to a lion retiring at leisure

from his cowardlv pursuers, who keep at a wary

distance, and gall" him with their darts. Another

likened himself to a bear who retreats with his lace

to the enemv, who dare not assail him ;
and the

third assumed the character of a desperate stag,

that turns upon the hounds and keeps them at bay.

There was not a private soldier engaged, who had

not. by the prowess of his single arm, demolished

a whole platoon, or put a squadron of horse to

flight ;
and, among others, the meagre Gascon

extolled his exploits above those of Hercides or

Charlemagne. As I still retained my resentment

for the disgrace I suffered in my last rencontre with

him, and, now that I thought myself qualified

longed for an opportunity to retrieve my honour 1

magnified the valour of the English with all the

hyperboles I could imagine, and decried the pusil-

lanimity of the French in the same style comparing

them to hares flying before greyhounds, or mice

pursued by cats ; 'and passed an ironical compliment

on the speed he exerted in his flight, which, con-

siderino-his age and infirmities, I saidwas surprising.

He was stung to the quick by this sarcasm and

with an air of threatening disdain bade me know

myself better, and remember the correction I bad

lately received from him for my insolence ;
for he

mi°ht not always be in the humour of sparing a

wretch who abused his goodness. To this inuendo

I made no reply, but a kick in the breech, which

overturned him in an instant. He started up w ith

wonderful agility, and, drawing his sword, attacked

me with great fury. Several people interposed

;

but when he informed them of its being an affair

of honour, they retired, and left us to decide the

battle by ourselves. I sustained his onset with

little damage, having only received a small scratch

on mv right shoulder, and seeing his breath and

vigour almost exhausted, assaulted him in my turn,

closed with him, and wrested his sword out ot his

hand in the struggle. Having thus acquired the

victory, I desired him to beg his hfe ;
to which

demand he made no answer, but shrugged up his

shoulders to his ears, exnanded his hands, elevated

the skin on his forehead and eye-brows, and

depressed the corners of his mouth m such a

manner, that I could scarce refrain from laughing

aloud at his grotesque appearance, lhat I might

however, mortify his vanity, which triumphed

without bounds over my misfortune, I thrust his

sword up to the hilt in something (it was not a

tansy) that lay smoking on the plain, and joined

the rest of the soldiers with an air of tranquillity

and indifference.

There was nothing more of moment attempted

bv either of the armies during the remaining part

of the campaign, which being ended, the English

marched back to the Netherlands ;
part of our army

was detached to French Flanders, and our regiment

ordered into winter-quarters in Champagne. It

was the fate of the grenadier company, to which 1

now belonged, to lie at Eheims, where I found

myself in the utmost want of even" thing ;
my pay,

which amounted to five sols a day. far from supply-

in°- me with necessaries, being scarce sufficient to

procure a wretcbed subsistence, to keep soul and

body together ; so that I was, by hunger and hard

duty, brought down to the meagre condition of my
fellow-soldiers, and my linen reduced from three

tolerable shirts to two pair of sleeves and necks,

the bodies having been long ago converted into

spatterdashes; and after all, I was better provided

than any private man in the regiment. In this

urgency of my affairs, I wrote to my uncle in

England, though my hopes from that quarter were

not at all sanguine/for the reasons I have already

explained ;
and, in the mean time, had recourse to

mv old remedy, patience, consoling myself with he

flattering suggestions of a lively imagination, that

never abandoned me in distress.

One day, while I stood sentinel at the gate of a

general officer, a certain nobleman came to the

door followed by a gentleman m mourning, to

whom, at parting, I heard him saying, " You may

depend upon my good offices." This assurance was

answered by a low bow of the person m black,

who, turning to go away, discovered to me the

individual countenance of my old friend and ad-

herent Strap. I was so much astonished at the

si^ht that 1 lost the power of utterance, and before

I "could recollect myself, he was gone without

taking anv notice of me. Indeed, had he staved, I

scarcity "should have ventured to accost him ;

because, though I was perfectly well acquainted

with the features of his face, I could not be posi-

tively certain as to the rest of his person, which

was very much altered for the better since he left

me at London ; neither could I perceive by what

means he was enabled to appear m the sphere of a

gentleman, to which, while 1 knew him, he had not

even the ambition to aspire. But I was too much

concerned in the affair to neglect further informa-

tion, and therefore took the first opportunity ot

asking the porter if he knew the gentleman to

whom the marquis spoke. The Swiss told me h.s

name was Monsieur d'Estrapes ; that he had been

valet de chambre to an English gentleman lately

deceased; and that he was very much regarded by

the marquis for his fidelity to his master between

whom and that nobleman a very intimate friendship

had subsisted. Nothing could be more agreeable

to me than this piece of intelligence, which banished

all doubt of it being my friend who had found

means to frenchify his name as well as his behaviour

since we parted. As soon, therefore, as I was
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relieved, I went to his lodging, according to a
direction given me by the Swiss, and had the good
fortune to find him at home. That I might surprise
him the more, I concealed my name and business,
and only desired the servant of the house to tell
Monsieur d'Estrapes, that I begged the honour of
half au hour's conversation with him. He was
confounded and dismayed at the message, when he
understood it was sent by a soldier. Though he was
conscious to himself of no crime, all that he had
heard of the Bastile appeared to his imagination
with aggravated horror, and it was not before I
had waited a considerable time, that he had resolu
tion enough to bid the servant show me up stairs.
When I entered his chamber, he returned my

bow with great civility, and endeavoured, with
forced complaisance, to disguise his fear, which ap-
peared in the paleness of his face, the wildness of
his looks, and the shaking of his limbs. I was di-
verted at his consternation, which redoubled, when
I told him in French, I had business for his private
ear, and demanded a particular audience. The valet
being withdrawn, I asked in the same language, if
his name was d'Estrapes ? to which he answered,
"with a faltering tongue, " The same, at your service "

_
Are you a Frenchman ?" said I. " I have not the

honour ot being Frenchman born," replied he, "but
I have an infinite veneration for the country " I
then desired he would do me the honour to look at
me

;
which he no sooner did, than, struck with my

appearance, he started back, and cried in English
" O Jesus ! sure it can't ! No, 'tis impossible ! " I
smiled at his interjections, saying, "I suppose you
are too much of a gentleman to own your friend in
adversity." When he heard me pronounce these
words m our own language, he leaped upon me in
a transport of joy, hung about my neck, kissed me
-rom ear to ear, and blubbered like a great school-
boy who had been whipt.— Then observing my
dress, he set up his throat crying, « O Lord < O
Lord

!
that ever I should live to see my dearest

friend reduced to the condition of a foot soldier in
the French service! Why did you consent to my
leaving you ?—But I know the reason—you thought
you had got more creditable friends, and gi?ew
ashamed of my acquaintance.—Ah ! Lord help us

'

though I was a little short-sighted, I was not alto-
gether blind. And though I did not complain Iwas not the less sensible of your unkindness, which
was indeed the only thing that induced me to ramble
abroad, the Lord knows whither ; but I must own
it has been a lucky ramble .or me, and so I forgive
you, and may God forgive you ;—0 Lord! 0 Lord'
is it come to this?" I was nettled at the charge
-which, though just, I could not help thinking un-
seasonable, and told him with some tartness, that
whether his suspicions were well or ill grounded^
he might have chosen a more convenient oppor-
tunity ot introducing them ; and that the questionnow was, whether or no he foimd himself disposed
to lend me any assistance. " Disposed !" replied he
with great emotion, « I thought you had known me
so well as to assure yourself, without asking, that
1 and all that belongs to me are at your command.
In the mean time, you shall dine with me, and T
will tell you something that, perhaps, will not be
displeasing unto you." Then wringing my hand,

*aid
> "Jtmakes my heart bleed to see you in

that garb
!

I thanked him for his invitation, which,
L observed, could not be unwelcome to a person
who had not eaten a comfortable meal these seven
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months. But I had another request to make, which
I begged he would grant before dinner, and that
was the loan of a shirt ; for although my back had
been many weeks a stranger to any comfort of that
kind, my skin was not yet familiarised to the want
of it. He stared in my face, with a woeful counte-
nance, at this declaration, which he could scarce
believe, until I explained it, by unbuttoning my
coat, and disclosing my naked body; a circum-
stance that shocked the tender-hearted Strap, who
with tears in his eyes, ran to a chest of drawers,
and, taking out some linen, presented to me a very
fane ruffled holland shirt, and cambric neckcloth
assuring me, he had three dozen of the same kind
at my service. I was ravished at this piece of good
news, and having accommodated myself in a mo-
ment, hugged my benefactor for his generous offer
saying, I was overjoyed to find him undebauched
by prosperity, which seldom fails to corrupt the
heart. He bespoke for dinner some soup and bouille
a couple of pullets roasted, and a dish of asparagus'
and m the interim entertained me with biscuit and
Burgundy

; after which repast, he entreated me to
gratify his longing desire of knowing every cir-
cumstance of my fortune since his departure from
London. This request I complied with, beginning
at the adventure of Gawky, and relating every
particular event in which I had been concerned
from that day to the present hour. During the re-
cital, my friend was strongly affected, according to
the various situations described. He started with
surprise, glowed with indignation, gaped with cu-
riosity, smiled with pleasure, trembled with fear,
and wept with sorrow, as the vicissitudes of my
life inspired these different passions

; and, when my
story was ended, signified his amazement on the
whole, by lifting up his eyes, and hands, and pro-
testing, that though I was a young man, I had suf-
fered more than all the blessed martyrs.

After dinner, I desired in my turn to know the
particulars of his peregrination, and he satisfied me
in a few words, by giving me to understand that he
had lived a year at Paris with his master, who in
that time having acquired the language, as well as
the fashionable exercises, to perfection, made a
tour of France and Holland, during which excur-
sion he was so unfortunate as to meet with three of
his own countrymen on their travels, in whose
company he committed such excesses, that his con-
stitution failed, and he fell into a consumption

; that
by the advice of physicians, he went to Montpellier
tor the benefit of good air, and recovered so well in
six weeks, that he returned to Eheims, seeminglym good health, where he had not continued above
a month, when he was seized with a looseness, that
carried him off in ten days, to the unspeakable
sorrow of all who knew him, and especially of
Strap, who had been very happy in his service, and
given such satisfaction, that his master, on liis death-
bed, recommended him to several persons of dis-
tinction, for his diligence, sobriety, and affection,
and left him by will his wearing apparel, gold watch
sword rings, ready money, and all the movables
he had m France, to the value of tliree hundred
pounds, " which I now," said he, "in the sight ofUod and man, surrender to your absolute disposal.
Here are my keys, take them, I beseech you, and
t*od give you joy of the possession." My brain
was almost turned by the sudden change of fortune
which I could scarce believe real

; however I posi-
tively refused this extravagant offer of my friend
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and put him in mind of my being a soldier ;
at

which bint he started, crying "Odso! that's true—

we must procure your discharge. I have some

interest with a nobleman who is able to do me that

favour." We consulted about this affair, and it was

determined, that Monsieur d'Estrapes should wait

upon the marquis in the morning, and tell him he

had by accident found his brother, whom he had

not seen for many years before, a private soldier m
the regiment of Picardv, and implore that noble-

man's interest for his discharge. In the meantime we

enjoyed ourselves over a bottle of good Burgundy,

and spent the evening in concerting schemes tor

our future conduct, in case I should be so lucky as

to get rid of the army. The business was to make

ourselves easy for life, by means of his legacy, a

task very difficult, and, in the usual methods of

laying out money, altogether impracticable ; so that

after much canvassing, we could come to no reso-

lution that night, but when we parted, recommended

the matter to the serious attention of each other.

As for my own part, I puzzled my imagination to

no purpose. When I thought of turning merchant,

the smallness of our stock, and the risk of seas,

enemies, and markets, deterred me from that scheme.

If I should settle as a surgeon in my own country,

I would find the business already overstocked ;
or,

if I pretended to set up in England, must labour

under want of friends, and powerful opposition,

obstacles insurmountable by the most shining merit.

Neither should I succeed in my endeavours to rise

in the state, inasmuch as I could neither flatter nor

pimp for courtiers, nor prostitute my pen in defence

of a wicked and contemptible administration. Be-

fore I could form any feasible project, I fell asleep,

and my fancy was blessed with the image of the

dear Narcissa, who seemed to smile upon my passion,

and offer her hand as a reward for all my toils.

Early in the morning, I went to the lodgings of

my friend, whom I found exulting over his happy

invention ; for I no sooner entered his apartment,

than he addressed himself to me in these words,

with a smile of self-applause :
" Well, Mr. Random,

a lucky thought may come into a fool's head some-

times. I have hit "it ; I'll hold you a button my
plan is better than yours, for all your learning.

But you shall have the preference in this, as m all

other things ; therefore proceed, and let us know

the effects of your meditation, and then I will im-

part my own simple excogitations." I told him,

that not one thought had occurred to me that de

served the least notice, and signified my impatience

to be acquainted with the fruits of his reflection.

" As we have not," said he, " money sufficient

to maintain us during a tedious expectation, it is

my opinion that a bold push must be made ;
and

I see none so likely to succeed, as your appear-

ing in the character of a gentleman, (which is your

due,) and making your addresses to some lady ot

fortune, who can render you independent at once.

Nav don't stare ; I affirm that this scheme is both

prudent and honourable ; for I would not have you

throw yourself away upon an old toothless wheezing

dame, whose breath would stink you into a con-

sumption in less than three months. Neither would

I advise you to assume the character of a wealthy

squire, as your common fortune-hunters do, by

which means many a poor lady is cheated into

matrimonv, and, instead of enjoying the pomp and

grandeur 'that was promised, sees her dowry seized

by her husband's rapacious creditors, and herself

reduced to misery and despair. No, I know you

have a soul that disdains such imposition, and are

master of qualifications both of mind and body,

which alone entitle you to a match that will set you

above the world. I have clothes in my possession

that a duke need not be ashamed to wear. I be-

lieve they will fit you as they are ; if not, there are

plenty of tailors in France. Let us take a short

trip to Paris, and provide ourselves with all other

necessaries, then set out for England, where I in-

tend to do myself the honour of attending you in

quality of a valet. This expedient will save you

the expense of a servant, shaving, and dressing ;

and I doubt not but, by the blessing of God, we

shall bring matters to a speedy and fortunate issue.

Extravagant as this proposal was, I listened to it

with pleasure, because it flattered my vanity, and_

indulged a ridiculous hope I began to entertain ot

inspiring Narcissa with a mutual flame.

After breakfast, Monsieur d'Estrapes went to

pay his devoirs to the marquis, and was so success-

ful in his application, that I obtained a discharge

in a few days, upon which we set out for Paris

Here I had time to reflect and congratulate mysell

upon this sudden transition of fate, which, to bear

with moderation, required some degree of philo-

sophy and self-denial. This truth will be more

obvious, if I give a detail of the particulars, to the

quiet possession of which I was raised in an instant,

from the most abject misery and contempt. My
wardrobe consisted of five fashionable coats, full

mounted, two of which were plain, one of cut velvet,

one trimmed with gold, and another with silver

lace • two frocks, one of white drab with large plate

buttons, the other of blue, with gold binding; one

waistcoat of gold brocade ; one of blue satin, em-

broidered with silver; one of green silk trimmed

with broad figured gold lace; one of black si k,

with fringes ; one of white satin, one of black cloth,

and one of scarlet; six pair of cloth breeches, one

pair of crimson, and another of black velvet
;
twelve

pair of white silk stockings, as many of black silk,

and the same number of fine cotton ; one hat, laced

with gold, point d'Espagne, another with silver lace

scolloped, a third with gold binding, and a fourth

plain three dozen of fine ruffled shirts, as many

neckcloths ; one dozen of cambric handkerchiefs,

and the like number of silk. The other movables

which I possessed, by the generosity and friendship

of Strap, were a gold watch, with a chased case

;

two valuable diamond rings, two mourning swords,

one with a silver handle, and a fourth, cut steel, in-

laid with gold, a diamond stock-buckle, and a set ot

stone buckles for the knees and shoes; a pair ot sil-

ver mounted pistols, with rich housings ;
a gola-

headedcane, and a snuff-box of tortoiseshell, mounted

with gold, having the picture of a lady m the top.

The gentleman left many other things of value,

which my friend had converted into cash before I

met with him ; so that, over and above these parti-

culars, our stock in ready money amounted to

something more than two hundred pounds.

Thus equipped, I puton the gentleman of figure,

and, attended by my honest friend, who was con-

tented with the station of my valet, visited the

Louvre, examined the gallery of Luxembourg, and

appeared at Versailles, where I had the honour of

seeing his Most Christian Majesty eat a considerable

quantity of olives. During the month I spent at

Paris, I went several times to court, the Italian

comedy, opera, and play-house, danced at a mas-
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querade—and, in short, saw every thing remark-
able in and about that capital. Then we set out for
England by the way of Flanders, passed through
Brussels, Ghent, and Bruges, and took shipping at
Ostend, from whence, in fourteen hours, we arrived
at Deal, hired a post-chaise, and, in twelve hours
more, got safe to London, having disposed of our
heavy baggage in the waggon.

CHAPTER XLV.
I inquire for my Uncle, and understand he is gone to Sea-
Take Lodgings- at Charing cross—Go to the Play, where I
meet with an Adventure—Dine at an Ordinary

; the Guests
described—Become acquainted with Medlar, and Doctor

Wagtail.

As soon as we alighted at the inn, I despatched
Strap to inquire for my uncle, at the Union Flag,
in Wapping

; aud he returned in a little time with
an account of Mr. Bowling's having gone to sea
mate of a merchant-ship, after a long and unsuc-
cessful application and attendance at the admiralty

;

where, it seems, the interest he depended upon was
not sufficient to reinstate him, or recover the pay
that was clue to him when he quitted the Thunder.
Next day I hired very handsome lodgings, not

far from Charing-cross, and, in the evening, dressed
myself in a plain suit of true Paris cut, and ap-
peared m a front box at the play, where I saw a
good deal of company, and was vain enough to be-
lieve that I was observed with an uncommon decree
ot attention and applause. This silly conceit" in-
toxicated me so much, that I was guilty of a thou-
sand ridiculous coquetries ; and I dare say, how
favourable soever the thoughts of the company
might be at my first appearance, they were soon
changed, by my absurd behaviour, into pity or
contempt. I rose and sat down, covered and un-
covered my head twenty times between the acts •

pulled out my watch, clapped it to my ear, wound
it up, set it, gave it the hearing again

; displayedmy snuff-box, affected to take snuff, that I mio-ht
have an opportunity of showing my brilliant, mid
wiped my nose with a perfumed handkerchief - then
dangled my cane, and adjusted my sword-knot and
acted many more fooleries of the same kind, in hopes
of obtaining the character of a pretty fellow, in the
acquiring of which I found two considerable ob-
structions in my disposition, namely, a natural
reserve, and jealous sensibility. Fain would I have
entered into conversation with the people around
me, but I was restrained by the fear of being cen-
sured for my assurance, as well as by reflects that
I was more entitled to a compliment of this kind
from them, than they to such condescension from
a stranger like me. How often did I redden at the
frequent whispers and loud laughter of my fellow
beaus, which I imagined were excited by me ! andhow often did I envy the happy indifference of
those choice spirits, who beheld the distress of the
scene without discovering the least symptom of
approbation or concern ! My attention was en-gaged in spite of myself, and I could not help
weeping with the heroine of the stage; though I
practised a great many shifts to conceal this piece
of unpolite weakness. When the play was ended,
l s.it waiting for an opportunity of handing somelady to her coach

; but every one was attended bvsuch a number of officious gallants, that for a long
time I was balked in my expectation. At length
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however, I perceived a very handsome creature, gen-
teelly dressed, sitting by herself in a box, at some
distance from me

;
upon which I went up to her,

and offered my service. She seemed to be in some
confusion, thanked me for my complaisance, and
with a tender look declined giving me the trouble

;
looking at her watch, and testifying her surprise at
the negligence of her footman, whom she had
ordered to have a chair ready for her at that hour.
I repeated my entreaty with all the eloquence and
compliment I was master of; and, in the event, she
was prevailed upon to accept of a proposal I made
to send my servant for a chair or coach : accord-
ingly, Strap was detached for that purpose, and
returned without success. By this time the play-
house was quite empty, and we were obliged to
retire. As I led her through the passage, I ob-
served five or six young fellows of fashion, standingm a corner, one of whom, as I thought, tipt my
charmer the wink, and when we were past, I heard
them set up a loud laugh. This note aroused my
attention, and I was resolved to be fully satisfied of
this lady's character, before I should have any
nearer connexion with her. As no convenience
appeared, I proposed to conduct her to a tavern,
where we might stay a few minutes, till my servant
could fetch a coach from the Strand. She seemed
particularly shy of trusting herself in a tavern with
a stranger; but at last yielded to my pathetic
remonstrances, rather than endanger her health, bv
remaining in a cold damp thoroughfare. Havin°-
thus far succeeded, I begged to know what wine
she would be pleased to drink a glass of; but she
professed the greatest aversion to all sorts of strong
liquors; and it was with much difficulty that I
could persuade her to eat a jelly. In the mean
time, I endeavoured to alleviate the uneasiness she
discovered, by saying all the agreeable things I
could think of

; at which she would often sigh, and
regard me with a languishing look, that seemed
however too near akin to the lewd leer of a courte-
zan. This discovery, added to my former suspicion,
while n put me upon my guard against her arts,
divested me of reserve, and enabled me to entertain
her with gaiety and freedom. In the course of our
conversation, I pressed her to allow me the honour
of waiting upon her next day at her lodgings ; a
request which she, with many apologies, refused
lest it should give umbrage to Sir John, who was
of a disposition apt to be fretted with trifles. This
information, by which I was to understand that
her husband was a knight, did not check my
addresses, which became more and more impor-
tunate, and I was even hardy enough to ravish a
Kiss. .But, O Heavens! instead of banqueting on
the ambrosial flavour that her delicacy of com-
plexion promised, I was almost suffocated with the
steams of Geneva! An exhalation of this kind
from a mouth which had just before declared an
utter abhorrence of all spirituous liquors, not only
changed my doubts into certainty, but my raptures
into loathing; and it would have been impossible
for me to have preserved common complaisance
nve minutes longer, when my servant returned
with the coach. I took the advantage of this occa-
sion, and presented my hand to the lady, who putm practice against me the whole artillery of her
charms ogling languishing, sighing, and squeez-
ing, with so little reserve, that Strap perceived her
tenderness, and rubbed his hands with joy as he
followed us to the door; but I was proof against

A
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all her endearments, and handed her into the coach

with an intention to take my leave immediately.

She guessed my design, and invited me to her

house, -whispering, that now Sir John was gone to

bed, she could have the pleasure of my conversation

for hall' an hour without interruption. I told her,

there was no mortification I would not undergo,

rather than endanger the repose of her ladyship

;

and bidding the coachman drive on, wished her a

good night. She lost all temper at my indifference,

and stopping the coach at the distance of about

twenty yards from me, popped out her head, and

bawled with the lungs of a fish-woman, " D—

n

you, you dog, won't you pay for the coach-hire ?"

As i" made no answer, she held forth against me

with an eloquence peculiar to herself ;
calling me a

pitiful fellow, scoundrel, and an hundred such

appellations ;
concluding with an oath, that, for all

my appearance, she believed I had got no money in

my pocket. ... , , ,

Having thus vented her indignation, she ordered

the coachman to proceed, and I returned to the

tavern, where I bespoke something for supper,

very well pleased at the issue of this adventure. I

dispensed with the attendance of the waiter at

table, on pretence that my own servant was pre-

sent, and when we were alone, said to Strap,

" Well, Monsieur d'Estrapes, what do you think of

this lady ?" My friend, who had not opened his

mouth since her departure, could make no other

reply than the monosyllable, " Think '." which he

pronounced with a note of fear and astonishment.

Surprised at this emphasis, I surveyed my valet,

and perceiving a wildness in his looks asked if

he had seen his grandfather's ghost ! " Ghost 1"

said he, " I am sure I have seen a devil incarnate

!

Who would have thought that so much devilish

malice and Billingsgate could lurk under such

sweetness of countenance and modesty of beha-

viour? Ah! God help us! Fronli nulla fides—

nimium ne crede colori—but we ought to down on

our knees, and bless God for delivering us from the

jaws of that painted sepulchre." I was pretty

much of Strap's opinion, and though I did not be-

lieve myself in any danger from the allurements of

that sisterhood, I determined to act with great

circumspection for the future, and shun all com-

merce of that kind, as equally prejudicial to my
purse and constitution.

My next care was to introduce myself into a set

of good acquaintance; for which purpose I fre-

quented a certain coffeehouse, noted for the resort

of good company, English as well as foreigners,

where my appearance produced all the civilities

and advances I could desire. As there was an

ordinary in the same house, I went up stairs to

dinner with the other guests, and found myself at a

table with thirteen people, the greatest part of

whom were better dressed than myself. The con-

versation, which was mostly carried on in French,

turned chiefly on politics ; and I soon found the

whole companv was in the French interest, myself

excepted, and a testy old gentleman, who contradicted

every thing that was advanced in favour of his

Most Christian Majesty, with a surliness truly

English. But this trusty patriot, who had never

been out of his own country, and drew all his

maxims and notions from prejudice and hearsay,

was very unequal to his antagonists, who were

superior to him in learning and experience, and

often took the liberty of travellers, in asserting

things which were not strictly true, because they

thought themselves in no danger of being detected

by him. The claim of the Queen of Spain to the

Austrian dominions in Italy was fully explained

and vindicated by a person who sat opposite to nie,

and, by the solemnity of his manner, and the rich-

ness of his apparel, seemed to be a foreign am-

bassador. This dissertation produced another on

the Pragmatic Sanction, handled with great warmth

by a young gentleman at my right hand, dressed in

a green frock trimmed with gold, who justified the

French king for his breach of that contract, and

afiirmed that he could not have observed it, without

injuring his own glory. Although I was not at

all convinced by this gentleman's arguments, I

could not help admiring his vivacity, which I

imagined must be the effect of his illustrious birth

and°noble education, and accordingly rated him in

my conjecture as a young prince on his travels.

The discourse was afterwards shifted by an old

gentleman of a very martial appearance, to the last

campaign, when the battle of Dettingen was fought

over again, with so many circumstances to the

honour of the French, and disadvantage of the

Allies, that I began to entertain some doubts of my
having been there in person, and took the liberty to

mention some objections to what he advanced. This

freedom introduced a dispute, which lasted a good

while, to the mortification of all present ;
and was

at last referred to the determination of a grave

person, whom they styled Doctor, and who, under

a show of great moderation, decided it against me,

with so little regard to truth, that I taxed him with

partialitv in pretty severe terms, to the no small

entertainment of the true English politician, who

rejoiced at my defence of a cause he had so often

espoused without success.

My opponent, pleased with the victory he had

gained, affected a great deal of candour, and told

me, he should not have been so positive if he had

not been at great pains to inform himself of each

particular. " Indeed," said he, " I am convinced

that, the previous steps considered, things could not

happen otherwise ; for we generals who have seen

service, though we may not be on the spot our-

selves, know, bv the least sketch of the disposition,

what must be the event." He then censured, with

great freedom, every circumstance of the conduct

of those who commanded the Allies ; from thence

made a transition to the ministry, which he ho-

noured with many invectives for employing people

who had neither experience nor capacity, to the

prejudice of old officers who had been distinguished

for both, dropped many hints of his own importance,

and concluded with observing, that the French and

Spaniards knew better how to value generals of

merit ; the good effects of which are seen in the

conquests they gain, and the admirable discipline

of their troops", which are, at the same time, better

clothed and paid than any soldiers in the universe.

These remarks furnished the green knight with an

opportunity- of launching out in the praise of the

French government in general, civil as well as

military ; on which occasion, he made many odious

comparisons to the disadvantage of the English.

Every body, almost, assented to the observations he

made ; and the doctor gave his sanction, by say-

in°-, the people in France were undoubtedly the

happiest subjects in the world. I was so much

astonished and confounded at their infatuation and

effrontery, that I had not power to utter one word
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in opposition to their assertions; but my morose
associate could not put up with the indignity that
was offered to Old England, and therefore, with a
satirical grin, addressed himself to the general in
these words :

" Sir, sir, I have often heard it said,
' She's a villanous bird that befouls her own nest'
As for what those people who are foreigners say,
I don't mind it, they know no better ; but you, who
who were bred and born, and have got your bread
under the English government, should "have more
regard to gratitude, as well as truth, in censuring
your native country. If the ministry have thought
fit to lay you aside, I suppose they have their own
reason for so doing ; and you ought to remember,
that you still live on the bounty of this nation. As
for these gentlemen, (meaning the prince and am-
bassador,) who make so free with our constitution,
laws, and genius of our people, I think they might
show a little more respect for their benefactors, who,
I must own, are to blame in harbouring, protecting,
and encouraging such ungrateful vagrants as they
are." At these words, the chevalier in green started
up in a great passion, and, laying his hand on the
hilt of his hanger, exclaimed, " Ha, /outre!" The
Englishman, on the other hand, grasping his cane,
cried, " Don't foutre me, sirrah, or, by G—d, I'll
knock you down." The company interposed,' the
Frenchman sat down again, and his antagonist pro-
ceeded

:
" Lookee, Monsieur, you know very well

that, had you dared to speak so freely of the admi-
nistration of your own country in Paris as you
have done of ours in London, you would have been
sept to the Bastile without ceremony, where you
might have rotted in a dungeon, and never seen the
light of the sun again. Now, sir, take my word
for it, although our constitution screens us from
such oppression, we want not laws to chastise the
authors of seditious discourse

; and if I hear another
syllable out of your mouth in contempt or prejudice
of this kingdom, I will give you a convincing proof
ot what I advance, and have you laid by the heels
for your presumption." This declaration had an
effect on the company as sudden as surprising
I he young prince became supple as a spaniel • the
ambassador trembled

; the general sat silent and
abashed

;
and the doctor, who, it seems, had felt the

rod of power, grew pale as death, and assured us all
that he had no intention to affront any person or
people. " Your principles, doctor," resumed the
old gentleman, " are no secret—I have nothing to
say to you upon that head ; but am very much sur-
prised that a man who despises us so much, should
notwithstanding, live among us, when he has no
visible motive for so doing. Why don't you take
up your habitation in your beloved France, where
you may rail at England without censure ?" To this
remonstrance the doctor thought proper to make
no reply

;
and an unsocial silence ensued ; which I

perceiving, took notice, that it was pity such idle
disputes, maintained very often through whim or
diversion, should create any misunderstanding
amoug gentlemen of good sense ; and proposed to
drink down all animosity in another bottle This
motion was applauded by the whole company ; the
wine was brought, and the English champion, de-
claring he had no spleen against any man for
differing in opinion from him, any more than for
difference of complexion, drank to the good health
of all present

;
the compliment was returned, and

the conversation once more became unreserved,
though more general than before. Amon«- other
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topics, the subject of war was introduced, on which
the general declaimed with great eloquence, re-
counting many of his own exploits by way of illus-
tration. In the course of his harangue, he happened
to mention the word epaulement, upon which the
testy gentleman asked the meaning of that term.
" I'll tell you what an epaulement is," replied he

;

" I never saw an epaulement but once, and that was'
at the siege of Namur ; in a council of war, Mon-
sieur Cohorn, the famous engineer, affirmed that
the place could not be taken." " Yes," said the
prince of Vaudemont, " it may be taken by an
epaulement. This was immediately put in execu-
tion, and, m twenty-four hours, Mareschal Bouffiers
was fain to capitulate." Here he made a full stop

;and the old gentleman repeated the question, " But
pray what is an epaulement?" To this interroga-
tion the officer made no reply, but rung the bell,
and called for a bill, which being brought, he threw
down his proportion of the reckoning, and, telling
the company he would show them an epaulement
when his majesty should think fit to intrust him
with the command of our army abroad, strutted
away with great dignity. I could not imagine why
he was so shy of explaining one of the most simple
terms of fortification, which I forthwith described
as a side-work, composed of earth, gabions, or
fascines

; but I was very much surprised when I
afterwards understood that his reserve proceeded
from his ignorance. Having paid our bill, we
adjourned to the coffee-room, where my fellow-
labourer insisted on treating me with a dish, giving
me to understand at the same time, that I had
acquired his good opinion, both with respect to my
principles and understanding. I thanked him for
his compliment, and, professing myself an utter
stranger in this part of the world, begged he would
have the goodness to inform me of the quality and
characters of the people who dined above. This
request was a real favour to one of his disposition,
which was no less communicative than curious;
he therefore complied with great satisfaction, and
told me, to my extreme astonishment, that the sup-
posed young prince was a dancer at one of the
theatres, and the ambassador no other than a fidler
belonging to the opera. " The doctor," said he,
" is a Roman Catholic priest, who sometimes ap-
pears in the character of an officer, and assumes the
name of Captain; but more generally takes the
garb, title, and behaviour, of a physician, in which,
capacity he wheedles himself into the confidence of
weak-minded people, and, by arguments no less
specious than false, converts them from their reli-
gion and allegiance. He has been in the hands of
justice more than once for such practices

; but he
is a sly dog, and manages matters with so much
craft, that, hitherto, he has escaped for a short im-
prisonment. As for the general, you may see he
has owed his promotion more to his interest than
his capacity

;
and, now that the eyes of the minis-

try are opened, his friends dead, or become incon-
siderable, he is struck off the list, and obliged to
put up with a yearly pension. In consequence of
this reduction, he is become malcontent, and in-
veighs against the government, in all companies
with so little discretion, that I am surprised at the
emty of the administration in overlooking his inso-
lence

;
but the truth of the matter is, he owes his

safety to his weakness and want of importance He
has seen a little, and but a little, service ; and yet
if you would take his word for it, there has not been
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a "Teat action performed in the field since the Revo-

lution, in which he was not principally concerned.

When a story is told of any great general, he imme-

diately matches it with one of himself, though he is

often unhappy in his invention, and commits such

cross blunders in the detail, that every body is m pam

for him. Osar, Pompey, and Alexander the Great

are continually in his mouth ; and as he reads a good

deal without any judgment to digest it, his ideas are

confused, and his harangues as unintelligible as in-

finite ;
for, once he begins, there is no chance ot his

leaving off speaking, while one person remains to

vield attention ; therefore the only expedient I know

for putting a stop to his loquacity, is to lay hold ot

some incongruity he has uttered, and demand an

explanation ; or ask the meaning of some difficu

term that he knows byname only. This method will

effectually put him to silence, if not to flight, as it

happened when I inquired about an epaulement.

Had he been acquainted with the signification ot that

word his triumph would have been intolerable,

and we must have quitted the field first, or been

worried with impertinence." Having thus gratihed

my curiosity, the old gentleman began to discover

his own, in" questions relating to myself, to which

I thought proper to return ambiguous answers.^ i

presume, sir," said he, "you have travelled. I

answered, " Yes." " I dare say you would find it

very expensive," said he. I replied, " To be sure,

one" cannot travel without money." " That 1 know

by experience," said he, "for I myself take a trip

to Bath or Tunbridge every season ; and one must

pay sauce for what he has on the road, as well in

other countries as in this—That's a very pretty

stone in your ring-give me leave sir,— the

French have attained a wonderful skill m making

compositions of this kind. Why, now, this looks

almost as well as a diamond." " Almost as well,

sir" said I, "why not altogether? I am sure, it

you understand any thing of jewels, you must

perceive at first sight, that this stone is a real

diamond, and that of a very fine water. Take it

in your hand and examine it." He did so, with

some confusion, and returned it saying, "I ask

your pardon, I see it is a true brilliant of immense

value " I imagined his respect for me increased

after this inquiry; therefore, to captivate his esteem

the more, I told" him, I would show him a seal ot

composition, engraved after a very valuable antique

;

upon which I pulled out my watch, with a rich

gold chain, adorned with three seals set m gold,

and an opal ring. He viewed each of them with

g-eat eagerness, handled the chain, admired the

chased case, and observed, that the whole must

have cost me a vast sum of money. I affected

indifference, and replied in a careless manner,

" Some trifle of sixty or seventy guineas. He

stared in my face for some time, and then asked it

I was an Englishman? I answeredin the negative.

" You are from Ireland then, sir, I presume, said

he. I made the same reply. " O ! perhaps,' said

he " you was born in one of our settlements

abroad." I still answered, "No." He seemed

very much surprised, and said, he was sure I was

not a foreigner. I made no reply, but left him

upon the tenterhooks of impatient uncertainty. He

could not contain his anxiety, but asked pardon tor

the liberties he had taken, and, to encourage me

the more to disclose my situation, displayed his

own without reserve :
" I am," said he, " a single

man, have a considerable annuity, on which I live

according to my own inclination, and make the

ends of the year meet very comfortably. As I have

no estate to leave behind me, I am not troubled

with the importunate oificiousness of relations or

legacy hunters, and I consider the world as made

for me, not me for the world : it is my maxim

therefore to enjoy it while I can, and let futurity

shift for itself." While he thus indidged his own

talkative vein, and at the same time, no doubt,

expected a retaliation from me, a young man en-

ured dressed in black velvet, and an enormous tie

Vw. with an air in which natural levity and affected

solemnity were so jumbled together, that, on the

whole, he appeared a burlesque on all decorum.

This ridiculous odditv danced up to the table at

which we sat, and, after a thousand grimaces, asked

my friend, by the name of Mr. Medlar, if we were

no't engaged "upon business. My companion put on

a surly countenance, and replied, "No great busi-

ness, Doctor—but however"—" O! then, cried

the physician, "I must beg your indulgence a

little,—prav pardon me, gentlemen.—Sir, said he,

addressing himself to me, "your most humble

servant, I hope you will forgive me, sir—I must

be- the favour to sit, sir—Sir, I have something

of consequence to impart to my friend, Mr. Medlar

—Sir I hope you will excuse my freedom m
whispering, sir." Before I had time to give this

complaisant person my permission, Mr. Medlar

cried " I'll have no whispering ; if you have any

thing to say to me, speak with an audible voice.

The doctor seemed a little disconcerted at this

exclamation, and, turning again to me, made a

thousand apologies for pretending to make mystery

of any thing, a piece of caution which he said was

owing to his ignorance of my connexion with Air.

Medlar ; but, now he understood I was a friend, he

would communicate what he had to say in my
hearin"- He then began, after two or three hems,

in this"manner : " You must know, sir, I am just

come from dinner at my Lady Flareits (then

addressing himself to me), a lady of quality, sir,

at whose table I have the honour of dining some-

times There was Lady Stately, and my Lady

Larum, and Mrs. Dainty, and Miss Biddy Gigler,

upon my word, a very good-natured young lady,

with a very pretty fortune, sir. There were a so

my Lord Straddle, Sir John Shrug, and Mr. Billy

Chatter, who is actually a very facetious young

gentleman. So, sir, her ladyship seeing me ex-

cessively fatigued, for she was the last of fifteen

patients, people of distinction, sir, whom I had

visited this forenoon—insisted upon staying dinner,

though, upon my word, I protest I had no appetite;

however, in compliance with her ladyship's request,

sir I sat dowp, and the conversation turning upon

different subjects, among other things, Mr. Chatter

asked very earnestly when I saw Mr. Medlar. 1

told him I had not had the pleasure ot seeing you

these nineteen hours and a half; for you may

remember, sir, it was nearly about that time
;

1

won't be positive to a minute.—' No !' says he, '
then

I desire you will go to his lodgings immediately

after dinner, and see what's the matter with him,

for he must certainly be very bad from having eat

last night such a vast quantity of raw oysters.

The crusty gentleman, who, from the solemnity ot

his delivery, expected something extraordinary, no

sooner heard his conclusion, than he started up m
a testy humour, crying, "Pshaw! pshaw! d—

n

vour oysters ;" and walked away after a short
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compliment of, " Your servant, sir," to me. The
doctor got up also, saying, "I vow and protest,
upon my word, I am actually amazed," and followed
Mr. Medlar to the bar, which was hard by, where
he was paying for his coffee ; there he whispered
so loud, that I could overhear, " Pray who is this
gentleman ?" His friend replied hastily, " I might
have known that before now, if it had not been lor
your impertinent intrusion," and walked off very
much disappointed. The ceremonious physician
returned immediately, and sat down by me, asking
a thousand pardons for leaving me alone ; and
giving me to understand, that what he had com-
municated to Mr. Medlar at the bar was an affair
of the last importance, that would admit of no
delay. He then called for some coffee, and launched
out into the virtues of that berry, which, he said,
in cold phlegmatic constitutions, "like his, dried up
the superfluous moisture, and braced the relaxed
nerves. He told me it was utterly unknown to the
ancients

;
and derived its name from an Arabian

word, which I might easily perceive by the sound
and termination. From this topic he transferred
his disquisitions to the verb drink, which he affirmed
was improperly applied to the taking of coffee,
inasmuch as people did not drink, but sip or sipple
that liquor

; that the genuine meaning of drinking
is to quench one's thirst, or commit a debauch
by swallowing wine ; that the Latin word, which
conveyed the same idea was bibere or potare, and
that of the Greeks pinein or poteein, though he
was apt to believe they were differently used on
different occasions. For example: to drink a
vast quantity, or, as the vulgar express it, to drink
an ocean of liquor, was in Latin potare, and in
Greek poteein

; and, on the other hand, to use it

moderately, was bibere, and pinein ; that this was
only a conjecture of his own, which, however,
seemed to be supported by the word bibulous, which
is particularly applied to the pores of the skin, that
can only drink a very small quantity of the circum-
ambient moisture, by reason of the smallness of
their diameters

; whereas, from the verb poteein is
derived the substantive potamos, which signifies a
river, or vast quantity of liquor. I could not help
smiling at this learned and important investigation;
and, to recommend myself the more to my new
acquaintance, whose disposition I was by this time
well informed of, I observed, that what he alleged
did not, to the best of my remembrance, appear in
the writings of the ancients ; for Horace uses the
words poto and bibo indifferently for the same
purpose, as in the twentieth ode of his first Book :

to find himself schooled by one of my appearance •

and after a considerable pause, cried, " Upon my
word

! you are in the right, sir—I find I have not
considered this affair with my usual accuracy."
Then accosting me in Latin, which he spoke very
well, the conversation was maintained full two
hours, on a variety of subjects, in that language

;

and indeed, he spoke so judiciously, that I was con-
vinced, notwithstanding his whimsical appearance,
and attention to trifles, that he was a man of ex-
tensive knowledge, especially in books ; he looked
upon me, as I afterwards understood from Mr.
Medlar, as a prodigy in learning, and proposed that
very night, if I was not engaged, to introduce me to
several young gentlemen of fortune and fashion,
with whom he had an appointment at the Bedford
Coffeehouse.

Vile potabis modiris Sabinum cantharis,
et prtrlo domitam Caleno tu bibes uvam.

That I had never heard of the verb poteein, but
that potamos, potema, and potos, were derived from
pino, poso, pepoka; in consequence of which the
Greek poets never use any other word for festal
drinking. Homer describes Nestor at his cups in
these words

:

Nestora d'ouk elathen jache pinonta perempes.

And Anacreon mentions it on the same occasion
almost in every page,

Pinonti de oinon liedun
Otan pino ton oinon.
Opliz' ego de pino.

And in a thousand other places. The doctor, who,
doubtless, intended by his criticism to give me a
high idea of his erudition, was infinitely surprised

CHAPTER XLVI.
Wagtail introduces me to a set of fine Gentlemen, with whom

I spend the Evening at a Tavern—Our Conversation—The
Characters of my new Companions—The Doctor is roasted

—The Issue of our Debauch.

I accepted his offer with pleasure, and we went
thither in a hackney coach, where I saw a great
number of gay figures fluttering about, most of
whom spoke to the doctor with great familiarity.
Among the rest stood a group of them round the
fire, whom I immediately knew to be the very per-
sons who had the night before, by their laughing,
alarmed my suspicion of the lady who had put her-
self under my protection. They no sooner per-
ceived me enter with Dr. Wagtail, for that was my
companion's name, than they tittered and whispered
one to another ; and I was not a little surprised to
find that these were the gentlemen to whose
acquaintance he designed to recommend me ; for
when he observed them together, he told me who
they were, and desired to know by what name he
should introduce me. I satisfied him in that par-
ticular, and he advanced with great gravity, sayin"-,
" Gentlemen, your most obedient—give me leave
to introduce my friend Mr. Kandom to your so-
ciety." Then turning to me, " Mr. Random, this is
Mr. Bragwell—Mr. Banter, sir—Mr. Chatter—my
friend Mr. Slyboot, and Mr. Ranter, sir." I saluted
each of them in order, and when I came to take
Mr. Slyboot by the hand, I perceived him to thrust
his tongue in his cheek, to the no small entertain-
ment of the company ; but I did not think proper
to take any notice of it on this occasion. Mr. Ban-
ter, too, who I afterwards learned was a player,
displayed his talents, by mimicking my air, features
and voice, while he returned my compliment. This
feat I should not have been so sensible of, had not
I seen him behave in the same manner to my friend
Wagtail, when he made up to them at first. But
for once I let him enjoy the fruits of his dexterity
without question or control, resolved, however, to
chastise his insolence at a more convenient oppor-
tunity. Mr. Slyboot, guessing I was a stranger,
asked if I had been lately in France ; and when I
answered in the affirmative, inquired if I had seen the
Luxembourg gallery. I told him I had considered
it more than once, with great attention. Upon this
a conversation ensued, in which I discovered him
to be a painter. While we were discoursing upon
the particulars of this famous collection, I over-

,
heard Banter ask Dr. Wagtail where he had picked

I

up this Mr. Random. To which question the
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physician answered, " Upon my word, a mighty

prettv sort of a gentleman—a man of fortune, sir

—

he has made the grand tour, and seen the hest com-

pany in Europe, sir." " What, he told you so, I

suppose?" said the other j
" I take him to he neither

more nor less than a Erench valet-de-chamhre."

"Oh! harharous, harharous!" cried the doctor;

" this is actually, upon my word, altogether un-

accountahle. I know all his family perfectly well,

sir ; he is of the Randoms of the north—a very

ancient house, sir, and a distant relation of mine/'

I was extremely nettled at the conjecture of Mr.

Banter, and hegan to entertain a very indifferent

opinion of my company in general ; hut as I might

possihly, by "their means, acquire a more exten-

sive and agreeable acquaintance, I determined to

hear these little mortifications as long as I could,

without injuring the dignity of my character.

After having talked for some time on the weather,

plays, politics, and other coffeehouse subjects, it

was proposed that we should spend the evening at

a noted tavern in the neighbourhood, whither we

repaired in a body. Having taken possession of a

room, called for Erench wine, and bespoke supper,

the glass went about pretty freely, and the charac-

ters of my associates opened upon me more and

more. It soon appeared that the doctor was enter-

tained as a butt for the painter and player to exer-

cise their wit upon, for the diversion of the company.

Mr. Ranter began the game, by asking him what

was good for a hoarseness, lowness of spirits, and

indigestion, for he was troubled with all these com-

plaints to a very great degree ? Wagtail imme-

diately undertook to explain the nature of his case,

and in a very prolix manner harangued upon

prognostics, diagnostics, symptomatics, therapeutics,

inanition, and repletion ; "then calculated the force

of the stomach and lungs in their respective ope-

rations ; ascribed the player's malady to a disorder

in these organs, proceeding from hard drinking

and vociferation, and prescribed a course of sto-

machics, with abstinence from venery, wine, loud

speaking, laughing, singing, coughing, sneezing,

or hallooing. " Pah, pah," cried Ranter, inter-

rupting him, " the remedy is worse than the disease.

I wish I knew where to find some tinder-water."

" Tinder-water !" said the doctor ;
" upon my word

I don't apprehend vou, Mr. Ranter." " Water ex-

tracted from tinder,"" replied the other, " an universal

specific for all distempers incident to man. It

was invented by a learned German monk, who, for

a valuable consideration, imparted the secret to

Faracelsus." " Pardon me," cried the painter, " it

was first used by Solomon, as appears by a Greek

manuscript in his own hand-writing, lately found

at the foot of mount Lebanon, by a peasant who

was digging for potatoes." " Well," said Wagtail
" in all my vast reading I never met with such a

preparation ! neither did I know, till this minute,

that Solomon understood Greek, or that potatoes

grew in Palestine." Here Banter interposed, say-

ing, he was surprised that Doctor Wagtail should

make the least doubt of Solomon's understanding

Greek, when he is represented to us as the wisest

and best educated prince in the world ; and as for

potatoes, they were transplanted thither from Ire-

land, in the time of the Crusades, by some kmghts

of that country. " I profess," said the doctor,

« there is nothing more likely—I would actually

give a vast sum for a sight of that manuscript,

which must he inestimable—and if I understood the

process, would set about it immediately." The

player assured him the process was very simple—

that he must cram a hundred weight of dry tinder

into a glass retort, and distilling it by the force of

animal heat, it would yield half a scruple of insipid

water, one drop of which is a full dose. " U pon

my integrity !" exclaimed the credulous doctor,

"this is very amazing! and extraordinary! that a

caput vxortuum shall yield any water at all—I must

own I have always been an enemy to specifics,

which I thought inconsistent with the nature of the

animal economy ; hut certainly the authority of

Solomon is not to be questioned. I wonder where

I shall find a glass retort large enough to contain

such a vast quantity of tinder, the consumption ot

which must undoubtedly raise the price of paper—

or where I shall find animal heat sufficient even to

warm such a mass." Sfyboot informed him, that

he mio-ht have a retort blown for him as big as a

church ; and that the easiest method of raising the

vapour by animal heat, would be to place it in the

middle of an infirmary for feverish patients, who

might he upon mattresses around, and m contact

with it. He had no sooner pronounced these words,

than Wagtail exclaimed, in a rapture, " An admira-

ble expedient, as I hope to be saved ! 1 will

positively put it in practice." This simplicity of

the phys'ician furnished excellent diversion lor the

company, who, in their turns, sneered at htm m
ironical" compliments, which his vanity swallowed

as the genuine sentiments of their hearts. Mr.

Chatter, impatient of so long a silence, now broke

out, and entertained us with a catalogue of aU tte

people who danced at the last Hampstead assembly,

with a most circumstantial account of the dress and

ornaments of each, from the lappets of the ladies to

the shoe buckles of the men ;
concluding with

telling Bragwell, that his mistress Mehnda was

therefand seemed to miss him ; and soliciting his

company at the next occasion of that kind. JSo,

no, d—me," said Bragwell, » I have something else

to mind than dangling after a parcel of giddy-

headed girls : besides, you know my temper is so

unrulv, that I am apt to involve myself m scrapes,

whena woman is concerned. The last time
:

I was

there I had an affair with Tom Tnppet V -
1

remember that," cried Banter; " you lugged out

before the ladies ; and I commend you for so doing,

because you had an opportunity of showing your

manhood" without running any risk.- lusk

.

said the other, with a fierce countenance ;
d—

n

mv blood! I fear no risks. I an't afraid of lugging

out against any man that wears a head, d—me .
tis

well known I have drawn blood more than once,

and lost some too; but what does that signilj .'

The player begged this champion to employ him as

his second the next time he intended to kill, tor he

wanted to see a man die of a stab, that he might

know how to act such a part the more naturally on

the stage. " Die !" replied the hero ;
' no, by

G—d" I know better things than to incur the

verdict of a Middlesex jury—I should look upon

my fencing-master to be an ignorant son ot a b—h,

if he had not taught me to prick any part ot m^

antagonist's body that I please to disable. ' Oho

.

cried Slyhoot, "if that be the case, I have a favour

to ask.
" You must know I am employed to paint a

Jesus on the cross ; and my purpose is to repre-

sent him at that point, of time when the spear is

thrust into his side. Now, I should be glad if you

would, in my presence, pink some impertinent tei-



low into convulsions, without endangering his life
that I may have an opportunity of taking a gooddever agony from nature. The doctor will directyou where to enter, and how far to go; but pray

, w,
neal' the left side as Possible." WagtaiLwho took this proposal seriously, observed, that itw0ldd be a very difficult matte/to penetrate intoW *, %

0t the th0rax
'
without hurting theheart and of consequence killing the patient; buthe believed it was possible for a man of a very nicehand, and exact knowledge of anatomy, to wound

mfJS p J
agma somewhere about the skirts, whichmight induce a singultus, without being attended

X£tiKr;

tw T read^ t0 demonstrateZ
2 < t i

mUSCle t0 Mn Bagwell
!
but de-sired to have no concern with the experimentwhich might essentially prejudice his reputation, in

IZt lrT'T8*-- Brs«»ellwas as much im-

aM decline ?*
6 Pamtel S Wa^el7 a« the doctor,and declined engaging ,n the affair, saying, he had

dow7nfT1 regard for Mr
-
S1^b00t '

b*™ laid idown as a maxim, never to fight except when hishonour was engaged. A thousand jokes of th skind were uttered; the wine circulated; supper

botleT
m;

T,T
ate hearti'y ; retumed to

P
the

5 " BaSwe11 becam« noisy and troublesome;
i^antei giew more and more severe; Ranter re-hearsed; blyboot made faces at the whole com-pany I sung French catches, and Chatter kissedme with great affection

; while the doctor, whh awoeful countenance, sat silent, like a disciple of Py-thagoras At length it was proposed by Bragwell

S .Jm W * SC0Ul
;

tllU llUlldr
'

ds
'
sweat the con-stable, „aul the watch, and then reel soberly to bed.While we, deliberated on this expedition, the

ZaiT\? en he lmderstood he was present, he

at 15,
ei

'
e WaS

\
lady beW t0 inpte for him

;

mewtlv /oT
*e>ysic^ started from hi

treme In V
C
?ntemPlatlo", and, with a look of ex-treme contusion, assured the company, he couldnot possibly be the person wanted,Xr\e had noconnexion with any lady whatever, and bade thedrawer tell her so. " For shame !" cried Banter"would you be so impolite as to refuse a lady hehearings perhapS she comes for a eonsulta^^must be some extraordinary affair that brings alady to a tavern at this time o'night. Mr.Epray do the doctor's baisemoins to the lady andS oft

lt]

T" The Pla
-
yer i"™ediately

}

'staggeied out, and returned, leading in, with muchceremony, a tall strapping wench, whose appearance
proclaimed her occupation. We received her wHh

e utmost solemnity, and with a good deal of en-
tity she was persuaded to sit, when a profoundMlence ensued, during which she fixed C eyesVrfh a disconsolate look, on the doctor, who wasUtterly confounded at her behaviour, and returnedher melancholy fourfold. At length after a good

him thus
:
» What

! not one word of comfort ? Willnothing soften that stony heart of thine ? Not allmy tears
!
not all my affliction ! not the inevitablenun thou hast brought upon me ! Where are thy

hZour no
1"1111"8 P^man? last thou nohonour-no conscience-no remorse for thy per-fidious conduct towards me ?-Answer me, wilt thouat last do me justice, or must I have recourse toheaven or hell for my revenge?" If poor Wa-ta

rsionZ
26"^6 S^ SPoke'-hat nChis fon.lusion be on hearing this address ! His natural pale-
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ness changed into a ghastly clay colour, his eyes
rolled, his hps trembled, and he answered, in anaccent not to be described, » Upon my word, honour
and salvation

! madam, you are actually mistaken
in my person. I have a most particular veneration
tor your sex, and am actually incapable of injurinn-
any lady m the smallest degree, madam ;-beside?
madam, to the best of my recollection, I never had
the honour of seeing you before, as I hope to be
saved madam !» « How, traitor I" cried she, " dostthou disown me then ?—Mistaken ! no, too well Iknow that fair bewitching face; too well I know
that false enchanting tongue !-Alas ! gentlemen,
since the villain compels me, by his unkindness, Xoexpose myself and him, know that this betrayer
under the specious pretence of honourable addresses'won my heart, and, taking advantage of his con-
quest, robbed me of my virgin treasure, and after-
wards abandoned me to my fate ! I am now fourmonths gone with child by him, turned out of doorsby my relations, and left a prey to misery and want IY es, thou barbarian," said she, turning to Wagtail'
thou tiger, thou succubus ! too well thou knowestmy situation-but I will tear out thy faithless heartand deliver the world from such a monster » Tosaying, she sprung forward at the doctor, who with

incredible agility jumped over the table, and ranbehind Bragwell, while the rest of us endeavoured
to appease the furious heroine. Although every-body m the company affected the utmost surprise
1 could easily perceive it was a scheme concertedamong them to produce diversion at the doctor's
expense

;
and being under no concern about the

consequence I entered into the confederacy, andenjoyed the distress of Wagtail, who, with tears in

l^l!
765

'
.

•
<?Sge

,

d
.

the Protection of the company,
declaring himself as innocent of the crime laid tohis charge, as the foetus in utero; and hinting atthe same time, that nature had not put it into hispower to be guilty of such a trespass. "Nature-
cried the lady

; "there was no nature in the case-he abused me by the help of charms and spells ; or
else how is it possible that any woman could havehstened to the addresses of such a scarecrow? Werethese owlish eyes made for ogling; that carrionH*™ to °e admired; or that mouth like ahoise-shoe to be kissed? No, no, you owe yoursuccess to your nitres, to your drugs and incanta-
tions

;
and not to your natural talents, which are inevery respect mean and contemptible." The doctornow thought he had got an opportunity of vin U-cating himself effectually; and desi.J the com-plainant to compose herself but for half an hourm which he undertook to prove the absurdity ofbe levmg m the power of incantations, wh ch wereonly idle dreams of ignorance and superstition He

Zntf l ?
r°n0Unced a ™? Earned disc™upon the nature of ideas, the power and inde-

medtbes th"
^ °f stimulatingmedicines the difference between a proneness tovenery, which many simples would create and apassion limited to one object, which can only be theresult of sense and reflection

; and concluded witha pathetic remonstrance, setting forth his unhanniness m being persecuted with the resentment of"lady whom he had never injured, no, even seen

Ske£ raSi°\and Wh0se Acuities were na
1 likelihood, so much impaired by her misfortuneshat an innocent person was in danger ofSruined by her disorder. He had no sooner finSedhis harangue, than the forlorn princess renewed her
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lamentations, and cautioned the company against

his eloquence, -which, she said, was able to bias the

most impartial bench in Christendom. Banter ad-

vised him to espouse her immediately, as the only

means to salve his reputation, and offered to accom-

pany him to the Fleet for that purpose; but Slyboot

proposed that a father should be purchased for the

child and a comfortable alimony settled on the

mother Ranter promised to adopt the infant gratis.

Wagtail was ready to worship him for his gene-

rosity; and, though he persisted in protesting his

innocence, condescended to everything rather than

his unblemished character should be called m ques-

tion. The lady rejected the proposal, and insisted

on matrimony. Bragwell took up the cudgels for

the doctor, and undertook to rid him of her impor-

tunity for half a guinea ;
upon which 'ft agtail, with

great eagerness, pulled out his purse, and put it into

the hand of his friend, who, taking half a piece out

of it, cave it to the plaintiff, and bade her thank

God for her good fortune. When she had received

this bounty, she affected to weep, and begged since

the physician had renounced her, he would at least

vouchsafe her a parting kiss. This he was prevailed

upon to grant, with great reluctance, and went up

with his usual solemnity to salute her -
when she

laid hold of his cheek with her teeth, and held fast,

while he roared with anguish, to the unspeakable

diversion of all present. When she thought proper

to release him, she dropped a low curtsey to the

company, and quitted the room, leaving the doctor

in the utmost horror, not so much on account ot

the pain, as the apprehension of the consequence of

the bite ; for by this time he was convinced ot her

being: mad. Banter prescribed the actual cautery,

and put the poker in the fire to be heated, in order

to sear the place. The player was of opinion that

Bragwell should scoop out the part affected with

the point of his sword; but the painter prevented

both these dreadful operations, by recommending

a balsam he had in his pocket, which never fai ed

to cure the bite of a mad dog. So saying, he pulled

out a small bladder of black paint; with which

he instantly anointed not only the sore
,
but he

greatest part of the patient's face, and left it m a

frightful condition. In short, the poor creature was

so harassed with fear and vexation, that I pitied

him extremely, and sent him home in a chair, con-

trary to the inclination of everybody present.

This freedom of mine gave umbrage to Bragwell,

who testified his displeasure, by swearing a few

threats, without making any application
;
which

being perceived by Slyboot, who sat by me, he,

with a view of promoting a quarrel, whispered to

me, that he thought Bragwell used me very ill; but

every man was the best judge of his own affairs.

I answered aloud, that I would neither suffer Mr

Brao-well nor him to use me ill with impunity, and

thatT stood in no need of his counsel, m regard to

the regulation of my conduct. He thought proper

to ask a thousand pardons, and assured me he

meant no offence ; while BragweU feigned himself

asleep, that he might not be obliged to take notice

of what passed. But the player, who had more

animal spirits and less discretion than Slj boot

unwilling to let the affair restwhere he had dropped

it io™ed Mr. Bragwell, and told him softly, that

I called him names, and threatened to cudgel him

This particular I understood by his starting, and

crying "Blood and wounds! you he! >o man

durst teeai me so ignominiously-Mr. Bandom, did

you call me names, and threaten to drub me?

I denied the imputation, and proposed to punish

the scoundrel, who endeavoured to foment dis-

turbance in the company. Bragwell signified his

approbation, and drew his sword; I did the same,

and accosted the actor in these words :
Lookee,

Mr Ranter I know you possess all the mimicry

and mischievous qualities of an ape, because I have

observed you put them all in practice more than

once to-night, on me and others; now I want to

see if you resemble one in nimbleness also ;
there-

fore I desire you to leap over this sword without

hesitation." So saying, I held it parallel to tiie

horizon, at the distance of about three feet from

the floor, and called, " Once—twice-thnce, and

away ;" hut, instead of complying with my com-

mand, he snatched his hat and hanger and assum-

ing the looks, swagger, and phrase of Pistol, burst

out into the following exclamation: "Ha! must 1

then perform inglorious prank, of sylvan ape in

mouniain forest caught! Death rock me asleep,

abridge my doleful days, and lav my head in lurys

lap Have we not Hiren here ?" This buffoonery

did not answer his expectation, for by this time the

company was bent on seeing him m a new charac-

ter Mr. Banter desired me to hold iny swoid a

foot or two higher, that he might have the better

opportunity of exerting himself. The painter told

hku, if he performed well, he would recommend

him as a vaulter to the ProP"etoV
Wells ; and Bragwell, crying "Leap for the king

applied the point of his sword to the player s pos-

teriors with such success, that he sprung over m
a trice, and. finding the door unguarded, vanished

in a twinkling; glad, no doubt, of having paid his

share of the reckoning so easily.

It bein- now near two o'clock in the morning,

we discharged the bill, and sallied out into the street.

The painter slunk awav without taking his leave.

Billy Chatter, being unable to speak or stand, was

sen 'to a bagnio; and Banter and I accompanied

Brag-ell to Moll King's coffee-house where, after

he had kicked half a dozen hungry whores, we left

L asleep on a bench, and directed our course

towards Charing-cross, near which place both he

^The nSJal dryness ofmy companion being over-

come bv liquor, he honoured me by the
:

way^ with

niany compliments and professions of fnendship

for which I made suitable acknowledgments, and

told him I thought myself happy m having, by mj

behaviour, removed the unfavourable opinion he

entertained of me at first sight. He was surprised

to declaration, and begged me to explain

my elf : upon which I mentioned what I had over-

heard him say of me to Wagtail in the coffee-house.

He laughed, and made an apology for his freedom

assuring me, that my appearance had very mm*
prepossessed him in my favour - and wha he said

was only intended as a joke on the doctor s solem-

nity. I was highly pleased at being undeceived

in this particular, and not a little proud of the good

opinion of this wit, who shook me by the hand at

parting, and promised to meet me next day at the

ordinary.

CHAPTER XLVH.

Strap communicates tome a Conquest he had made»(a

Chandler's 'mdow-Finds himself m.serably nustaken-I

go to the Opera-Admire Melinda-Am cannoned by

Banter-Go to the Assembly at Hampstead-Dance with



that young Lady- Receive an insolent Message from
Bragwell, whose metal is soon cooled-Am in favour withmy Mistress, whom I visit next day; and am bubbledout of eighteen Guineas at Cards-Strap triumphs at my
Success, but is astonished at my Expense-Banter comes
to my Lodging, is very sarcastic at my expense, and bor-rows five Guineas from me, as a proof of his Friendship

EODEEICK EANDOM.
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In the morning before I got up, Strap came intomy chamber, and, finding me awake, hemmed
several times, scratched his head, cast his eyes
upon the ground, and, with a very foolish kind of
simper upon his face, gave me to understand hehad something to communicate. "By your counte-
nance said I, "I expect to hear good tidings."
Indifferent replied he, tittering; "that is, here-

after as it shall be. You must know I have some
thoughts of altenngmy condition." "What!" cried
1, astonished, "a matrimonial scheme? 0 rare
btrap! thou hast got the heels of me at last"

JS —no less I assure you," said he, bursting intoa laugh of self-approbation
;
" a tallow-chandler's

widow, that lives hard by, has taken a liking to
J
m"-

dame
'
as PlumP as a Partridge.She has a well furnished house, a brisk trade, anda good deal of the ready. I may have her for theasking She told a friend of mine, a brother foot!

clout. But I refused to give my final answer, till
1 knew your opinion of the matter." I congratu-
lated Monsieur d'Estrapes upon his conquest, andSd

fl
the . s^eme, provided he'could beassuied of those circumstances of her fortune : butadvised him to do nothing rashly, and give me an

opportunity of seeing the lady before matters should
be brought to a conclusion. He assured me hewould do nothing without my consent and appro-
bation and that very morning, while I was atbreakfast introduced his inamorata to my acquaint-

!^% tv!
WaS a Sh0rt thick woman

>
about the

of hi
^ had a Particular Prominenceof belly, which I perceived at first sight, not with-out some suspicion of foul play. I desired herhoweve,. to SIt> and trM£^ red to,

'
^course firned upon the good qualities ofStrap, whom I represented as a prodigy of sobrietyindustry, and virtue-When she tol herhe followed her to the door, and returned lickingns hps, and asked if I did not think she was aluscious creature. I made no mystery of my ap-prehension, but declared my sentiments of herwi hout reserve

; at which he was not surprised,
telhng me he had observed the same symptom, buthad been informed by his friend that she was only

stZInT'
W°uld in a few months b« assmall m the waist as ever. « Yes," said I, « a fewweeks I believe will do the business. In short

Strap, it is my opinion, that you are egregiously
imposed upon; and that this friend is ™ otber

for a wffe, that he may at once deliver himself fromthe importunities of the mother, and the expenseof her bantling; for which reason I would nothave you trust implicitly to the report he makesof her wealth, which is inconsistent with his be-haviour
;

nor run your head precipitately into

forTA
aty

°'! mal aft™-ds
]

wish exchanged

It 1 tT™? S
-
He

J
Seemed ™7 much startledat mj insinuation, and promised to look twice

1 1 fiJnW' s™-i(h some heat, "Odds

wlih of T™. 18 t0 betrayme, we shall seewhich of us is the better man." My prediction

was verified m less than a fortnight
; her great

belly producing an infant, to the unspeakable
amazement of Strap, who was, before this happened
inclinable to believe I had refined a little too much
in my penetration. His false friend disappeared-
and in a few days after an execution was issued
against her goods and household furniture, whichwere seized by the creditors.
Meanwhile I met my friend Banter at the ordi-

nary, and in the evening went to the opera withhim and Mr. Chatter, who pointed out Melinda inone of the boxes, and offered to introduce me to
her, observing at the same time, that she was a
reigning toast worth ten thousand pounds. This
piece of information made my heart bound with
joy, and I discovered great eagerness to accept the
proposal

;
upon which he assured me I should danc»

with her at the next assembly, if he had any in-
fluence m that quarter. So saying, he went round,
spoke to her some minutes, and, as I imagined
pointed at me; then returning, told me, to my in-
expressible pleasure, that I might depend uponwhat he had promised, for she was now engaged asmy partner. Banter, in a whisper, gave me to
understand, that she was an incorrigible coquettewho would grant the same favour to any voun^
fellow m England of a tolerable appearance, merely
to engage him among the herd of her admirers,
that she might have the pleasure of seeing them
daily increase

; that she was of a cold insensible
disposition, dead to every passion but vanity, and
so blind to merit, that he would lay any wager the
wealthiest fool should carry her at last, I attributed
a good deal of this intelligence to the satirical turn
of my friend, or resentment for having himself
suffered a rebuff from the lady in question ; and
at any rate, trusted so much to my own accomplish-
ments, as to believe no woman could resist the
ardour of my addresses.

Full of this confidence I repaired to Hampstead,
in company with Billy Chatter, my Lord Hobble,
and Doctor Wagtail. There I saw a very brilliant
assembly, before whom I had the honour to walk a
minuet with Melinda, who charmed me with her
frank manner and easiness of behaviour. Before
the country dances began, I received a message
by a person I did not know, from Bragwell, who
was present, importing that nobody who knew him
presumed to dance with Melinda, while he was
there in person ; and that I would do well to re-
linquish her without noise, because he had a mind
to lead up a country dance with her. This extra-
ordinary intimation, which was delivered in the
lady s hearing, did not at all discompose me, who
by this time was pretty well acquainted with the
character of my rival. I therefore, without the
least symptom of concern, bade the gentleman tellMr. Bragwell that, since I was so happy as to ob-
tain the lady s consent, I should not be solicitous
about his

; and desired the bearer himself to bring

Me
r
n

°i

SU
^ lmPertinent messages for the future!

Melinda affected a sort of confusion, and pretended
to wonder that Mr. Bragwell should give himself
such liberties with regard to her, who had nomanner of connexion with the fellow. I laid hold
of this opportunity to display my valour, and of-
fered to call him to account for his insolence a
proposal which she absolutely refused, under pre-
tence^ of consulting my safety; though I could
perceive by the sparkling of -her eyes, that she
would not have thought herjelf affronted in being
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the subject of a duel. I was by no means pleased

with tliis discovery of her thoughts, which not only

argued the most unjustifiable vanity, but likewise

the most barbarous indifference ;
however, I was

allured by her fortune, and resolved to gratily her

pride, in making her the occasion of a public

quarrel between me and Bragwell, who, 1 was

pretty certain, would never drive matters to a dan-

gerous extremity. . .

While we danced together, I observed this for-

midable rival at one end of the room encircled

with a cluster of beaux, to whom he talked with

great vehemence, casting many big looks at me,

from time to time : I guessed the subject of his

discourse, and as soon as I had handed my partner

to her seat, strutted up to the place where he stood

and cocking my hat in his face, demanded aloud rE

he had any thing to say to me. He answered with

a sullen tone, " Nothing at present, sir ; and turned

about upon his heel. Well," said I, " you know

where I am to be found at any time. His com-

panions stared at one another, and I returned to

the lady, whose features brightened at my approach,

and immediately a whisper ran through the whole

room; after which so many eyes were turned upon

me, that I was ready to sink with confusion.

When the ball broke up, I led her to her coach,

and, like a true French gallant, would have got up

behind it, in order to protect her from violence on

the road ; but she absolutely refused my offer, and

expressed her concern that there was not an empty

seat for me within the vehicle.

Next day in the afternoon, I waited on her at

her lodgings, by permission, in company with

Chatter, and was very civilly received by her mo-

ther with whom she lived; there were a good

many fashionable people present, chiefly young

fellows, and immediately after tea, a couple ol

card tables were set, at one of which I had the

honour to play with Melinda, who, in less than

three hours, made shift to plunder me of eight

guineas. I™s well enough content to lose a httle

money with a good grace, that I might have an

opportunity in the mean time to say soft things,

which are still most welcome when attended with

good luck ; but I was by no means satisfied ot her

fair play, a circumstance that shocked me not a

little, and greatly impaired my opinion ot her

disinterestedness and delicacy. However, 1 was

resolved to profit by this behaviour, and treat her

in my turn with less ceremony ;
accordingly, 1

laid close siege to her, and finding her not at all

disgusted with the gross incense I offered, that

veAr night made a declaration of love m plain

terms. She received my addresses with great

gaiety, and pretended to laugh them off; but, at

the same time, treated me with such particular com-

placencv, that I was persuaded I had made a con-

quest of her heart, and concluded myseli the

happiest man alive. Elevated with these flattering

ideas I sat down again to cards after supper, and

with great cheerfulness suffered myself to be

cheated of ten guineas more.
.

It was late before I took my leave, after being

favoured with a general invitation; and when 1

got into bed, the adventures of the day hindered

me from sleeping. Sometimes I pleased myselt

with the hopes of possessing a fine woman with

ten thousand pounds ; then I would ruminate on

the character I had heard of her from Banter, and

compare it with the circumstances of her conduct

towards me, which seemed tobear too great a resem-

blance to the picture he had drawn. This intro

duced a melancholy reflection on the expense 1 had

undergone, and the smallness of my funds to sup-

port it which, by the by, were none of my own

In short, I found myself involved in doubts and

perplexities, that kept me awake the greatest part

0t

I^th^morning, Strap, with whom I had not

conversed for two days, presented himself with the

utensils for shaving me; upon which, I asked his

opinion of the lady whom he had seen me conduct

to her coach at Hampstead. " Odd !
she s a deli-

cious creature," cried he, " and, as I am informed,

a great fortune. I am sorry you did not insist on

goino- home with her. I dare say, she would not

have refused your company ; for she seems to be a

good-humoured soul." "There's a time for all

things," said I. " You must know, Strap, I was in

company with her till one o'clock this morning

I had no sooner pronounced these words than he

be"an to caper about the room, and snap his fin-

gers, crying, in a transport, "The day s our own

?!the dVs onr own !" I gave him to understand

that his triumph was a httle premature and that 1

had more difficulties to surmount than he was

aware of. Then I recounted to him the intelligence

I had received from Banter, at which he changed

colour, shook his head, and observed there was no

faith in woman. I told him I was resolved to make

a bold push notwithstanding, although foresaw

would lead me into a great expense ; and bade him

guess the sum I had lost last night at cards. He

scratched his chin, and protested his abhorrence of

cards, the very name of which being i^wned,

made him sweat with vexation, as it recalled the

money-dropper to his remembrance :
But, how-

ever," said he, "you have to do with other guess-

people now. Why, I suppose, if you had a bad

inn last night, you would scarce come off for less

than ten or twelve shillings." I was mortified at

this piece of simplicity, which I imagined at that

time, was all affected, by way of reprimand for my

folly; and asked with some heat, if he thought 1

spent the evening in a cellar with chairmen and

hunters; giving him to know at the same time,

that my expense had amounted to eighteen guineas.

It would require the pencil of Hogarth to express

the astonishment and concern of Strap on hearing

this piece of news. The bason m which he was

preparing the lather for my chm, dropped out ot

his hands, and he remained some time immovable

in that ludicrous attitude, with his mouth open, and

his eyes thrust forward considerably bejond their

station ; but remembering my disposition, which

was touchy and impatient of control, he smo hered

his chagrin, and attempted to recofleet him setf

With this view, he endeavoured to laugh, but, in

spite of his teeth, broke out into a whimper took

up his wash-ball and pewter pot, scrubbed my

beard with the one, and discharged the other

upon my face. I took no notice of his confusion,

but after he had fully recovered himself, put him in

mind of his right, and assured him of my readiness

to surrender his effects whenever he should think

proper to demand them. He was nettled at my

insinuation, which he thought proceeded from my

distrust of his friendship; and begged I would

never talk to him in that strain again, unless 1 nao.

a mind to break his heart.

|

This good creature's unalterable friendship lor
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of which, he borrowed five guineas, assuring mehere were very few people in the world whom hewould so far favour with his confidence. I gavehim the money and professed myself so well con!

oT£ tn ^ that he had no occasion to

«T tlno^
C
»

eX
f
a0r<bnary Proofs for the future.

1 thought said he, "to have asked five piecesmore, but hearing you was bubbled of eighteenas nigh
,
I presumed you might be out of cash

TLm°^ ?
m

,

del
-

my demand accordingly"
I could not help admiring the cavalier behaviourof this spark, of whom I desired to know hisreason for saying I was bubbled. He then eaveme to understand, that, before he came Jmylodgings, he had beat up Tom Tossle, who, havSgbeen present, informed him of the par icuhrs°rehearsed all the fine things I said to MeK, with'which he proposes to entertain the town • andamong other circumstances, assured him m -2tress cheated with so little art, that nobodTbut amere novice could have been imposed upon?Ihe thoughts of becoming a subject of raiUerv

me TOT an
,

d lTS?y^ to boot t mgme to the quick; but I made a virtue of mvindication, and swore that no man should w" h

o7,Zy
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i

asperse
-

the <*aracter of Melinaa,pi turn my behaviour into ridicule. He repliedn a dry manner, that I would find it an Hercu eantask to chast.se every body who would lauTh at mvexpense; and as for the character of MeSnda hedid not see how it could suffer by what was la d toher charge; for that cheating at cards, far from

w41oXrd 3 Wemish
,

am°nS peoPle of faS
Zerinf "P0U ? an honoui'aWe indication ofsupenor genius and address. «But let us waivethis subject," said he, » and g0 to the coffeehousem order to make a party for dinner."

C°neen°USe
'

CHAPTER XLVHI.
We repair to the Coffeehouse, where we overhear a curious

n enf M h
'

°r g ' VeS an account of " is Experi-ment-Medlar is roasted hy Banter at the Ordinary-Theold Gentleman's Advice to me
Being as willing to drop the theme, as he to pro-

Mr ^ire°m
?
ard Wm ^ther, where we found^"*r "*?>r. Wagtail disputing upon ti e

Tspid wShl'r ^ physiciaii^am™edDe spelled with a G, because it was derived from

foreign words we have adopted; by which means

wkhout
SU

;

,ge
1

W
?
Uld b6COme a ^sonan ja^onwithout standard or Dronriptv •vi,

J al o«">

was referred to us; ^Sr.^SrlS
oi wagtail, upon which the peevish annuitantarose, and uttering the monosyllable " Pish

"
wlgreat emphasis, removed to another table

'

We then inquired of the doctor what pi-cress hehad made in the experiment of distill

would undertake to'bSw SorftgT n u^'thold the th.rd part of the quantity prgribedfbS
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he intended to try the process on as much as would

produce five drops, which would be sufficient to

prove the specific, and then he would make it a

parliamentary affair ; that he had already purchased

a considerable weight of rags, in reducing which to

tinder, he had met with a misfortune, which had

obliged him to change his lodgings ;
for he had

gathered them in a heap on the floor, and set fare

to them with a candle, on the supposition that the

boards would sustain no damage, because it is the

nature of flame to ascend; but by some very ex-

traordinary accident, the wood was invaded, and

be^an to blaze with great violence, which disor-

dered him so much, that he had not presence of

mind enough to call for assistance, and the whole

house must have been consumed, with him in the

midst of it, had not the smoke that rolled out of the

windows in clouds, alarmed the neighbourhood

and brought people to his succour. That he had

lost a pair of black velvet breeches and a tie wig in

the hurry, besides the expense of the rags, which

were rendered useless by the water used to quench

the flame, and the damage of the floor, which he was

compelled to repair. That his landlord, believing

him distracted, had insisted on his quitting his apart-

ment at a minute's warning, and he was put to incre-

dible inconvenience; but now he was settled in a

very comfortable house, and had the use of a large

paved yard for preparing his tinder : so that he hoped

in a very short time to reap the fruits of his labour.

After having congratulated the doctor on his

prospect, and read the papers, we repaired to an

auction of pictures, where we entertained ourselves

an hour or two. From thence we adjourned to the

Mall and after two or three turns, went back to

dinner, Banter assuring us, that he intended to

roast Medlar at the ordinary; and, indeed, we

were no sooner set than this Cynic began to exe-

cute .his purpose, by telling the old gentleman, that

he looked extremely well, considering tne little

sleep he had enjoyed last night. To this compli-

ment Medlar made no reply but by a stare, accom-

panied with a significant grin;—and Banter went

on thus " I don't know whether most to admire,

the charity of vour mind, or the vigour of your

body. Upon my soul, Mr. Medlar, you do ge-

ner6us things with the best taste of any man I

know : you extend your compassion to real objects,

and exact only such returns as they are capable ot

making. You must know, gentlemen, said he,

turning to the company, " I had been up most part

of the night with a friend who is ill of a fever, and

on mv return home this morning chanced to pass

by a gin shop still open, whence issued a confused

sound of mirth and jollity: upon which I popped

in mv head, and perceived Mr. Medlar dancing

bare-headed in the midst of ten or twenty ragged

hunters, who rejoiced at his expense. But indeed,

Mr Medlar, you ought not to sacrifice your con-

stitution to vour benevolence. Consider you grow

old apace ; and therefore have a reverend care ot

your health, which must certainly be very much

impaired bv these nocturnal expeditions. ine

testy senior" could no longer contain himself, but

cried hastily, " 'Tis well known that your tongue

is no slander." « I think," said the other, you

might spare that observation, as you are very sen-

sible, that my tongue has done you signal service

on many occasions. You may remember that

*vhen you made your addresses to the iat widow,

rrho kept a public house at Islington, there was a

report spread very much to the prejudice of your

manhood, which coming to the ears of your mis-

tress, you was discarded immediately, and I brought

matters to a reconciliation, by assuring her you

had three bastards at nurse in the country
:
how

you ruined your own affair afterwards, it is neither

my business" nor inclination to relate." This anec-

dote which had no other foundation than m Ban-

ter's own invention, afforded a good deal of mirth

to every body present, and provoked Mr. Medlar

beyond all sufferance; so that he started up in a

mighty passion, and, forgetting that his mouth was

full, bespattered those who sat next to him while

he discharged his indignation in a volley ot oaths,

and called Banter insignificant puppy, impertinent

jackanapes, and an hundred such appellations;

telling the company, he had invented these false

malicious aspersions, because he would not lend

him money to squander away among rooks and

whores. •' A very likely story," said Banter, that

I should attempt to borrow money of a man who is

obliged to practise a thousand shifts to make his

weekly allowance hold out till Saturday night.

Sometimes he sleeps four and twenty hours at a

stretch, by which means he saves three meals, be-

sides coffeehouse expense. Sometimes he is lain

to put up with bread and cheese and small beer

for dinner ; and sometimes he regales on two penny

worth of ox-cheek in a cellar." " You are a lying

miscreant," cried Medlar, in an ecstacy of rage, 1

can always command money enough to pay your

tailor's bill, which I am sure is no trifle
j
and 1

have a good mind to give you a convincing proot

of mv circumstances, by prosecuting you for de-

famation, sirrah." By this time the violence of his

wrath had deprived him of his appetite, and he sat

silent, unable to swallow one mouthful, while his

tormentor enjoyed his mortification and increased

his chagrin, by advising him to lay in plentifully

for his next day's fast
.

Dinner being ended, we came down stairs to the

coffee-room, and Banter went away to keep an

appointment, saying, he supposed he should see

Wagtail and me in the evening at the Bedford cof

feehouse. He was no sooner gone, than the old

gentleman took me aside, and said, he was sorry to

lee me so intimate with that fellow, who was one of

the most graceless rakes about town, and had al-

ready wasted a good estate and constitution upon

harlots ; that he had been the ruin of many a young

man, by introducing them into debauched company,

and setting a lewd example of all manner of wicked-

ness ; and that, unless I was on my guard, he would

strip me in a short time both of my money and

reputation. I thanked him for his information and

promised to conduct myself accordingly, wishing,

however, his caution had been a few hours more

earlv by which means I might have saved five

guineas. Notwithstanding this intelligence, I was

inclinable to impute some part of the charge to

Medlar's revense for the liberties taken with him

at dinner ; and, therefore, as soon as I could dis-

en-ra-e myself, applied to Wagtail for his opinion

of°the character in question ;
resolved to compare

their accounts, allowing for the prejudice of each,

and to form my judgment upon both, without ad-

hering strictly to either. The doctor assured me,

that he was a very pretty gentleman of family and

fortune ; a scholar, a wit, a critic, and perfectly weU

acquainted with the town; that his honour and

courage were unquestionable, though some extrava-
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gances he had been guilty of, and his talents for
satire, had procured him enemies, and made some
people shy of his acquaintance. From these dif-
ferent sketches, I concluded that Banter was a
young fellow of some parts, who had spent his
fortune, but retained his appetites, and fallen out
with the world, because he could not enioy it to
his wish. '

I went to the Bedford coffeehouse in the evening,
where I met my friends, from thence proceeded to
the play, and afterwards carried them home to my
lodgings, where we supped in great good humour.
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CHAPTER XLIX.
I receive a Challenge—The Consequences of it-The Quarrel
being made up, am put in Arrest, by the Care and Affection
of Strap—But immediately released upon explaining my
Affair—The Behaviour of Mr. Oregan and his two Friends
—I visit Melinda, whom I divert with an Account of the
Duel-Propose Marriage- She refers the Matter to her
Mother, of whom 1 make a solemn demand of her Daughter
—the old Lady's Behaviour—I am discarded—Resent their

Disdain.

When I was ready to go abroad next day, Strap
brought me a letter, To Mr. Random, Esq. Those—Which, upon opening, I found contained a chal-
lenge, conceived in these very extraordinary terms

:

»^-' Sl.^TWhereas 1 am informed that you make love toMiss Melinda Goosetrap-This is to let you know tha she isunder promise ot marriage to me; and that I am It thispresent waiting at the hack of Montague House, with a pairot good pistols in my hand
; and if you will keep your anpointment, 1 will make your tongue confess (afte the breath

is out of your body) that you do not deserve her so weU as
"Yours, &c. "Kourk Okegan."

I guessed from the style and subscription of this
billet, that my rival was a true Milesian, and wasnot a little uneasy at the contents, especially that
part m which he asserted his right to my mistressby promise, a circumstance I did not know how to
reconcile to her good sense and penetration. How-
ever, this was no time for me to decline the defiance
because the success of my addresses might in a greatmeasure depend upon my behaviour in that affair
I therefore immediately loaded my pistols, andbetook myself in a hackney coach to the place
appointed, where I found a tall raw-boned man
with a hard-featured countenance, and black bushv
beard, walking by himself, wrapped up in a shabby
great coat, over which his own hair descended in a
leathern queue, from his head, that was covered
with a greasy hat trimmed with a tarnished pointQAspagne

. He no sooner perceived me advancing,
than he pulled a pistol from his bosom, and pre-
senting it at me, snapped it without the least pre-
amble. Alarmed at this rude salutation, I made a
stand

;
and before he could adjust his other piecehred one of mme at him, without doing any damage'By this time he was ready with his second, that

flashed m the pan without going off. Upon whichhe called, with a true Tipperary cadence, "Eireaway, honey, -and began to hammer his flint with
great deliberation But I was resolved to make useW J a

ge °rtu
ne had Siven me

!
and there-

fore stepped up, without throwing away my fire

torlT
g
h t

m
th
° hiS

ri
fe

'
°r PRrPare f°r a^hei'world; but this stout Hibernian refused to con-descend, and complained bitterly of my having

qui ted my ground before he could return my shot°;
sa) mg I ought to go back to my station, and let hin!

have an equal chance with me. I endeavoured to
persuade Mm that I had given him a double chance
already; and it was. my business to prevent him
from enjoying a third ;—but now, since I had an
opportunity, I demanded a parley, and desired to
know his condition, and reason for calling me to
the field, who, to the best of my remembrance, far
from having done him an injury, had never before
seen him. He told me, that he was a gentleman of
fortune, who had spent all he had, and hearing that
Melinda had got ten thousand pounds, he intended
to make himself master of that sum by espousino-
her, and was determined, in an honourable way to
cut the throats of all those who stood between him
and his hopes. I then demanded to know the
foundation of his hopes

; and, now that I had seen
him, being more and more astonished at the cir-
cumstance of the promise, desired that he would
explain that mystery. He gave me to understand,
that he trusted entirely to his birth and personal
merit

;
that he had frequently written to Melinda

setting forth his claim and pretensions, but she was
never kind enough to send an answer, or even to
admit him into her presence ; and that the promise
he mentioned in his letter was made by his friend
Mr. (xahagan, who assured him, that no woman
could resist a man of his appearance. I could not
forbear laughing to excess at the simplicity of my
rival, who did not seem to relish my mirth, but be-
gan to be very serious. Upon which I endeavoured
to appease him, by giving him my word and honour
that, far from prejudicing his addresses to the lady,
I would represent him to her in the most favourable
light I could with any regard to truth ; but he must
not be surprised if she should remain blind to his
deserts^ for nothing was more capricious than awoman s mind, and the affection of that sex was
seldom purchased with virtue alone. That my de-
claration might have the better effect, I took notice
of his dishabille, and professing sorrow at seeino- a
gentleman reduced, slipped two guineas into his
hand; at sight of which he threw away his pistols
and, hugging me in his arms, cried, "Arrah by
Jesus now, you are the best friend I have met with
these seven long years." When I had suffered some
minutes m his embrace, he quitted me, and pickino-
up his rusty arms, wished the devil might burn him
if he should give me any further trouble about
womankind.
The quarrel being thus amicably composed I

begged leave to look at his pistols, which I found
so crazy and so foul, that I believe it was happy forhim neither of them was discharged, for one of them
would certainly have split in the going off, and he
would, m all probability, have lost his hand in the
explosion

;
but what gave me a lively idea of theman s character was to find, upon examination, thatone of them had been loaded without being primed,and the other primed without a charge

While we walked home together, I expressed a
desire of knowing my friend's history

; and he in-
formed me of his having served in the Germanarmy as a volunteer against the Turks

; that, for
Ins behaviour at the siege of Belgrade, he had beenhonoured with an ensign's commission, and after-wards promoted to the rank of lieutenant, in which
station it was his misfortune to affront his captain,who challenged him to the field, and was killed in

rWW.Tf V¥ch he was obliged to retreat ;~

his fi lends for provision in the British army ; but
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being hitherto unsuccessful, was desired by Mr.

Gahagan to turn his thoughts to matrimony, and

make his fortune by an advantageous match; in

consequence of which advice, he had made up to

Melinda, and having heard, by means of an Irish

footman in the family, that I was her chief favourite,

had called me out, in hopes of removing by my
death the greatest obstruction to his desires; but

now he was convinced of my honour and gene-

rosity, he swore by the blessed Virgin, he would

think of her no more, if there was not another

woman in the world. As a farther proof of his

veracitv, which I did not at all doubt, he opened an

old iron snuff-box, and pulled out his commission

in the Imperial army, and his captain's challenge,

which he preserved as testimonials of his character.

I was so well convinced of this poor man's honesty

and courage, that I determined to speak in his

behalf to some of my acquaintance, who might re-

commend his case to the consideration of those who
could provide for him ; and in the mean time to

accommodate him with a few clothes, by which his

appearance would be much mended, and himself

enabled to renew his solicitations in person.

As we walked along, conversing socially together,

we were met by a file of musketeers, and Strap at

their head, who no sooner approached, than, with

a frantic look, he cried, " Seize them !—in the name

of God '. seize them."—We were accordingly sur-

rounded, and put in arrest by the corporal, who
was commanding officer ; but Captain Oregan dis-

engaged himself, and ran with such speed towards

Tottenham-court-road, that he was out of sight in

a moment. When my arms were delivered up,

and myself secured, Strap became a little more

composed, and asked pardon for the liberty he had

taken, which he hoped I would excuse, as it pro-

ceeded from his affection. He then told me, that,

suspecting the letter (which by the bye was brought

by the author himself) contained something extra-

ordinary, he had peeped through the key-hole, and

seen me" load my pistols ; upon which he ran down

to Whitehall, and applied to the officer on guard for

a party to put me in arrest ; but before he returned,

I was gone in a coach ; that he had inquired which

way I went, and having heard that duels were

commonlv fought at the back of Montague-house,

he conducted the guard to this place, where he

thanked God for having found me safe and sound.

I gave him to understand, that I forgave his offi-

cious concern for once, but cautioned him in pretty

severe terms, of making me the subject of idle

conversation for the future ;
then, turning to the

corporal, thanked him for his care, and gave him

a crown to drink with his men, assuring him that

the rencontre was over long before he came up, and

every thing compromised, as he might observe by

our behaviour ; as a farther proof of which he

would find, upon examination, that one of my
pistols had been discharged ;—but this civil person,

without giving himself or me any further trouble,

received the bounty with a thousand bows and ac-

knowledgments, and returning the pistols, released

me immediately.

He was not gone a hundred yards, when my
friend Oregan came up, in order to rescue me, with

two tatter-demalions whom he had engaged for

that purpose about the purlieus of St. Giles's : one

of them was armed with a musket that wanted a

lock, and another with a rusty broad sword ;
but

their dress surpassed all description. When he

understood I was already free, he made an apology

for his abrupt departure, and introduced me to his

two companions : first, to counsellor Fitz-clabber,

who, he told me, was then employed in compiling

a history of the kings of Munster, from Irish ma-

nuscripts ; and then to his friend Mr. Gahagan,

who was a profound philosopher and politician, and

had projected many excellent schemes for the good

of his country. But it seems these literati had been

very ill rewarded for their ingenious labours ; for

between them both there was but one shirt and a

half pair of breeches. I thanked them very kindly

for their readiness to assist me, and having offered

my service in my turn, bade them good morrow,

desiring Oregan to accompany me to my lodgings,

where he was fitted with decent clothes from my
wardrobe, so much to his satisfaction, that he swore

eternal gratitude and friendship for me, and, at my
request, recounted all the adventures of his life.

In the afternoon I waited on Melinda, who re-

ceived me with great kindness and familiarity, and

laughed excessively at my adventure with the

Irishman, to whose wishes she was no stranger,

bavins more than a dozen letters in her possession,

which he had wrote to her on the subject of love,

and which, for my entertainment, she submitted to

my perusal. Having made ourselves merry at the

ex'pense of this poor admirer, I seized the oppor-

tunity of her mother's going out of the room, and

introduced my own passion, which I recommended

to her with all the ardour and eloquence I was

master of. I flattered, sighed, and swore, entreated,

and acted a thousand extravagances, in hopes of

making some impression on her heart; but she

heard every thing I said without discovering the

least emotion ; and other company came in, before

she would vouchsafe one serious reply. After tea,

the cards were brought in, according to custom,

and it was my good fortune to have Melinda for

my partner ; by which means, instead of losing, I

came off with five guineas clear gain.

I soon became acquainted with a good many

people of fashion, and spent my time in the modish

diversion of the town, such as plays, operas, mas-

querades, drums, assemblies, and puppet-shows ;

chiefly in company with Melinda, whom I culti-

vated with all the eagerness and address that my
prospect could inspire, and my education afford ; I

spared neither my person nor my purse, to gratify

her vanity and pride ;
my rivals were intimidated,

and indeed outshone ; and, after all, I began to fear

that the dear creature had not a heart to lose. At

last, finding myself unable to support the expense

of this amour much longer, I was determined to

bring the matter to a crisis; and one evening,

while we were together by ourselves, complained

of her indifference, described the tortures of sus-

pense to a lovesick mind, and pressed her to dis-

close her sentiments of matrimony and me, with

such earnestness, that she could not, with all her

art, shift the subject, but was obliged to come to an

eclaircissement. She told me with a careless air,

that she had no objection to my person, and, if I

could satisfy her mother in other particulars, I

should not find her averse to the match ; but she

was resolved to do nothing in such a momentous

concern, without the advice and consent of her

parent. This was no very agreeable declaration

to me, whose aim had been to win her inclination

first, and then secure my conquest by a private

marriage, to which I flattered myself she would



express no reluctance. That I might not, howeverdesert my cause before it was desperate I waitedon her mother, and with great formality demlndejthe daughter in marriage. The con/l ITwas a very notable woman, behaved S' Jen?state and civility
; thanked me for the^honour IZ£L^UY
ir

d ^ that"id no

™zas cs as--
a.*™

nto the particulars of myfonune, 2?k whatsettlement I proposed to make. To this SSbJSTwhich would have utterly disconcerted me if fhad
toougu my fortune was very small, I was a srentle

SSr^Nr' e
f
UCati°"' Wd maintain £

Sfe her own
le

d
SP lei'e °f, * Seutle-onian, and

ever T ;« ^

T

7 °" her and her heirs forever This careful matron did not seem to relishK ?Al? °bSerVed
'
With a dem-'e Pe-nance, that there was no necessity for settling tintupon her eh.Id which was her o/„ air fdy °h0w.

P eaS6d
'
ter la^er should confer with

•en roll ^ with the Pera^ ofmyrent-roll. Notwithstanding the vexitinn T woVunde,, r
ld ^ £yjJ»J ™

s, v £.
ment '0n

f
°f my rent-roD

>
w&ch was, indeed a

I eotTd^fexTct vtLfy"^ S ^^of until r i,„ i
"

^<-Luy tne sum I was master

nL •

ad reSuIate(1 my affairs, which were atpresent in some disorder
; but that I would take

Z;ZTmt7 °f Satisfying her UP- «S head

rptn,-

WaS
.

DOt lonS before 1 took my leave and

the door. Incensed -it tW off T t • P t0

door without s

e-d £?£*3 LE^Sthe parlour, bowed to Miss, who still remained ins^rsr secureiy «»—.

- S|
e

th°e

f

r

drg 5"
l0Ve °f Meli"da °^"con-

Jy
.

controlling my raptures, and condemning• my

j^cf^KSL*!: inforrg my com-

^s€SSi«^
effect; fo7msSd of

D
^r

e had the desired

carriage Strin t /• SrumMu»g over my mis-

fe3 andW T
fnShtened at the passion I

append° ob£S l
he love of G"d

' * he
a -reat loss it

S'
although we had suffered

^tendedA^fil^m
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equanimity, and promise to improve by misfortune

well satisfied with my conduct, and conjured me tofo low the dictates of my own reflection h t ;

retion^an^ tP**^ 1 ^
CHAPTER L.

1

his Ass°is ta

e

nc

r

e

eV

Hf
d °" MeIinda-App>y to Banter for"s Assistance—He contrives a Scheme for that Purpose

ravished with the Contents-F^ ^,*JS*£?TAm
Intrigue which I imagined^iS^SS^
confounded at my Mistake, which banishes",! Thoughts 3

Matrimony.

In the mean time, my attention was whollv engrossed in search of another mistress and the desire"of being revenged on Melinda, in both whichschemes I was
:

very much assisted by Billy ChatteT

MTes^t
81" 11

S
DeCeSSary Creat-e SifSMies, that m all private dances he engaged themen lo him therefore I applied, desiring ht wouldntroduce me to a partner of some figure a Jnext private assembly, for the sake of » fiL; !

mtontion ofwhich I w^'uld afte^dstmm1I£Bdly, who had heard something of the differencebetween Melinda and me, immediatelHS^
part of my design, and thinking I only wanted toalarm her jealousy a little, promised to gTatif „ vdesire, by matching me with a partner wo 1 Airtlta

h

ndnU
t

ndS
'

the ladles of this en 5town had ately taken under their managementand protection. Upon further inquiry, IftffiSperson s name was Miss Biddv GripeweU- Ztwfather, who had been a pawnbroker dfed£^state

S lieJ^ aU hi
f.

substa«ce descended to hs'daug
h ei, who was so little a favourite that co, Irl

ke a servant wench, and do the most meni al offices

formed tT
y

-

,

BlU hh was no sooner petoimed, then she assumed the fine ladv ™a f \

!
WaS grown insufferably vain andSWJ2d
/Wfnd!d t0 no less than a duke orearl at least for her husband. That sheKmisfortune to be neglected bv the VnVr i

had
,.

tho

but a certain poor ScoSZT^tn £gfiinterest to be introduced to her acquabtance if
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conceived a great opinion of his penetration and

know edge ; and, alter I had enjoined secrecy

Sd him everv c rcumstance of my disgrace with

MdiS and imparted the plan I had projected o

nS that proud eoqnette, desiring hu
.

>.m

imorovino- and assistance in executing the scheme.

Sn- could be more agreeable to his misan-

toS temper, than an account of her behaviour
tnropicai waupe.

, al,nlfl ,1(1pd mv resolution,

that female curiosity would not rest satisfied^witb

Mich a general account, and that the discovery

would proceed with abetter grace from anybody

tb
MeTnwhile, I was tempted by the richness of the

DrK practise upon Miss Gripewell's heart, but

soon found it too well fortified with pride and

Xfference to yield to any efforts ra my own
inoinerence iu , preserveNothing could be more Hg«rau«* ~ ~" —7"
difference to yield to any enori* m

fhromcal temper, than an account of her heha lorn
Ineither would nor could preserve

and mv resentment. He applauded my "sotation, dmter, an ^ ^ ^
,
" '-^i ,w T should not only provide mysell tne uue i "

. t0 bsht next
•ind mv resentment, m appiau^ j ----- •

and Sostd that I should not only provide myself

wkh aToper partner, but also procure such an one

for M^s Goosetrap as' should infallibly entail upon

her the ridicule of all her acquaintance, -t or this

Purpose he mentioned his barber, who, he said was

Cexceeding coxcomb, lately come from Par s,

whose absurd affectation and grimace would easily

Iss upon her for the sprightly pohtesse of a

gentleman improved by travel. I Jugged ta. for

this hint ; and he assured me, it would be no

aMcutt matter to make him believe, that Melinda

havinK seen him by accident, was captivated by his

appearance, and longed for his acquaintance. He

actuallv engaged him on this pretence, and painted

hi 2d fortune in such colours, that the poor

shav er was"quite beside himself with joy. He was

mmedilte y

q
fitted with a tawdry suit of clothes

Monring to Banter, and by him recommended to

Chatter as a very pretty fellow just returned from

h t avek. Mr.Bdlv, who acted as a gentleman

usner to great many of the fair sex m and about

own undertook at once to bespeak Melmda w,
his

behalf ; and every thing happened according to

m
At'the time appointed, I appeared dressed to the

best ^vantage fSd, *^£«3^£S
had the honour of opening the ^J™*e *°-

heiress, who attracted the eyes of the whole com

XThy the prodigious number ol jewels with

S, she was adorned. Among others, I perceived

Melinda, who could no more conceal her envy than
lueiincid, uu

cuccess Her curiosity was
astonishment at my success. n» J

still more flagrant and tormenting, tor she had nevei

seen Mi- G ripewell before ; and Chatter, who alone

coidd £ ve her any satisfaction on that head, was

enige'd in conversation at the other end o the

^hh such a fury that it went to pieces m a moment,

7o the nosmaUenteitainmentof those who sat near

mi?WhE metamorphosed barber took her

out aidTcted his part with such ridiculous extra-

™ce ftat the mirth of the whole company wasS a his expense, and his partner so much

, , .u. ii„ ,hP rountrv-dances began,

rhnracter, and 1 neitner woiuu uui w— r---

the title I had borrowed longer than that night

As T expected, every thing came to light next

daf The'baSr, in p'ure simplicity of heart, ie-

SSfSi-iS to show her face m pub^

for manv weeks after this accident. Poor Chattel

founTi?impossible to justify hbnsetf. to her sate

faction ; was in utter disgrace with Miss ^ripeweu^

fo hTvin' imposed me upon her as a nobleman;

and suffered very much in his character and in-

flnpnce among the ladies in general.

TtaSSrS finances diminished more than one

half and my project as Utile advanced as on the

Sday of my arrival in town, I began to despair

of my Lccess and grew^Jjgj
ot tms nenu, ±

became particularly
more company tnan evei. j. ^ r

attached to the playhouse, conversed with the

actors behind the scenes, grew acquainted with a

bod" of Suiplars, and in a short tune ~ncecL
» nvofessed wit and critic. Indeed I niay »y«

XS vanixy, that I was

"nd 1 arned to separate my ideasm«h.W
that whenever I was attacked by a gloomy renec

S, IShi shove it aside, and call m some agree

reverie to my assistance. Ihis was not tiie

S e with Strap, who practised a thousand shifts to

concea the sorrow that preyed upon his

f

carcase

ana reduced him to the resemblance of a mere

Sk
WhOeIthus posted in a thought^,

nnmner

tnwirds poverty, I one day received, by the pennj

nolt a kuer w
J

r tten in a woman's hand, containing

*C
','S- on readta"S cont.Ms of ibi. Mel doox,

love witn tne a ,
bloQm of uthyagance, that the mirtn oi uic « ~~~x—-

ith th autnor, wnom m> mi-g—™ -jr

edited at his expense, and his partner ro ^™ d as a lady 0f fortune, in the bloom of youth

^shamedt that, before the country-dances began ~stmted as a laoy
this conjecture, I wentK » great confusion, under pretence of

^f^^nd ê austed my invention in composing

being taken suddenly ill, and was followed by her tc
,
*o k

"
na

the subiimity of her style,
De ng iaKe

imaaned her indisposition an answ er .una
I expressed myhein<r taken sudUenlv iu, auu «"^> "

. ".^

Snt who, no doubt, imagined her indisposition

SSthSgbut love; and laid hold of the occasion

of conducting her home, to comfort her,
,

*ith an

assurance of his entertaining a reciprocal p^mn.

Thev were no sooner gone, than an inquisitive

yvhispeTof « Who is he?" ran round the room; and

nffir could give no other intelligence about him,

Sian tbat he was a man of fortune just returned

torn his travels. I, who alone was acquaintedUuh

his real 'luality, affected ignorance, weU knowmg

t0
sublimity of her%tyle,

SdXSta^ Ser sentiments. I expressed my

a m ration of her wit in terms the most hyper-£ and while I acknowledged myseli un-

tn^hv'of her re-ard, declared myself enamoured

manner, implored the honour of an interview.K finished this performance and communi-

cated tt to Strap, who skipped about for joy, I

despat hed hun with it to the place appointed,



which was the house of a milliner not far from
Bond-street, and desired him to keep watch nZthe door for some time, that he might discover theperson who should call for it. In less than an hohe returned with a joyful countenance, and told methat, soon after he had delivered the letter a CEman was called, to whom it was given, with direc ionsto carry it to the house of a rich gentleman in theneighbourhood, whither he (Strap) followed himand saw it put mto the hands of a waiting woman'who paid the messenger, and shut the door Thatupon inquiry at an alehouse hard by, where hecalled tor a pint of beer, he understood/the gentle!man to whom the house belonged had an onlydaughter, very handsome, who would inherit his

the bilTef?
Wh

° Cei
'!ain^ Was the auth- "ftne billet I had received. I was 0f the sam P

opinion, and hugging myself in the happyp—tdressed immediately, and passed in great state bythe house that contained my unknown admirerNor was my vanity disappointed; for I perceiveda beautiful young creature standing at one of Thewindows of the dining-room, who, i imagined, ohserved me with more than common curioshyThat I might mdulge her view, and at the sametoe feast my own, I affected to stop, and gave

s ion I
Stl
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feet on
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nS made a conquest of so much per!

myself to the oH :
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'
and 1 »*«*m} self to the ordinary, in a rapture of hope which
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16 °f aPPetitefo '" *at meal, and" sen me

Tarlv n
" rt

nmg
r

t0 mdU> ^mplationl,arly next day, I was favoured with anotherepistle from my unknown charmer, signify™£unutterable joy at the receipt of mine, whS, white

^oft TS{mJ^ C°nvinCed her ox thevalue of it. Above all things, she professed exreme pleasure in finding me so much attached toher understanding, a circumstance that n ton vflattered her ,n the most sensible part but at thesame time argued my own sagacity, a" for leinterview I desired, she assured me, tha I couldno be more eager for such an occasion than shehut she must not only sacrifice a little more to de-

E'she :
s

ifed ofv honourabie
Detoie she would grant that request: meanwhileshe gave me to understand, that a though she3owe some deference to the opinionXXHKsons, she was resolved, in an affair that so nearlyconcerned her happiness, to consult her own \ZChna ion, preferable to the advice of the whole

sciion
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VaS UrS«l t0 S^»pension by no consideration of fortune, what she

conS
ed
sP '""^ hC

T
0W" Witb0llt -strietfon o

and se f d^, T 7Uh admirati°D at the philosophy

Sb of itT ° V miStl'
eSS

'
who seemed insen-sible of the beauty she possessed, and, in particularravished with that piece of intelligence^ by which T^ffi*™ independent, iVesUed hepen.launched out into encomiums on the dignity

on the oualh^V[
eleDdedt°Sr0undmyPa^ion

ri° 0 . r -TT % °f hel' mind
' complained of her

RODERICK RANDOM.
ill

renewed his watch and in a little time brought back

toSSSS^ as before
' with this addiS

n^l in !
P

* u
e (the Dame of mv correspondent/

looking out at the window, no sooner saw the mes-senger arrive, than she shut the casement n a sortof beautif ul confusion, and disappeared
; eager no

I doubt, to hear from the dear object of her loveMy doubts now vanished, the long-expected port

SSiSi l0°ked TP "A 2 PerfectW 0

A
f

ft

th

,

at
.

haPPIn
T
esS 1 had been in 1"** of so

TW w dl
,

nnel'' 1 sauntered, in company withDoctor Wagtail, to that part of the town in winchmy inamorata lived
; and as he was a mere reg te,quired of him into the name, character, anfj£tune of every body who possessed a good housen the streets through which we passed- whenit came to his turn to mention Sir John SpIvMehe represented him as a man of an immense estateand narrow disposition, who mewed up hi onlych.ld, a fine young lady, from the conversation ofmankind, under the strict watch and inspection ofan old goyernante, who was either so honest en-vious, or insatiable, that nobody had been as yet
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thouSh numbers attempted it every day •

he feZ
d
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thrilled, and my knees shook -with ecstasy !
I per-

ceived the door opening, saw a gold brocade petti-

coat advance, and sprung forward to embrace my
charmer ! Heaven and earth I—how shall I paint

my situation, when I found Miss Sparkle converted

into a wrinkled hag, turned of seventy !
I was

struck dumb with amazement, and petrified with

horror ! This ancient Urganda perceived my dis-

order, and approaching with a languishing air,

seized my hand, asking, in a squeaking tone, if I was

indisposed. Her monstrous affectation completed

the disgust I had conceived for her at first appear-

ance ; and it was a long time before I could com-

mand myself so much as to behave with common

civility. At length, however, I recollected myself,

and pronounced an apology for my behaviour,

which, I said, proceeded from a dizziness that seized

me all of a sudden. My hoary dulcinea, who, no

doubt, had been alarmed at my confusion, no sooner

learned the cause to which I now ascribed it, than

she discovered her joy in a thousand amorous co-

quetries, and assumed the sprightly airs of a girl of

sixteen. One while, she ogled me with her dim

eyes, quenched in rheum; then, as if she was

ashamed of that freedom, she affected to look down,

blush, and play with her fan ; then toss her head,

that I might not perceive a palsy that shook it, ask

some cliildish questions with a lisping accent, gig-

gle and grin with her mouth shut, to conceal the

ravages of time upon her teeth ; leer upon me

a"ain, sigh piteously, fling herself about in her chair

to show her agility, and act a great many more

absurdities that youth and beauty can alone excuse.

Shocked as I was at my disappointment, my dis-

position was incapable of affronting any person who

loved me ; I therefore endeavoured to put a good

face on the matter for the present, resolved to drop

the whole affair as soon as I should get clear of her

company. With this view, I uttered some civil

things, and, in particular, desired to know the name

and condition of the lady who had honoured me so

much. She told me her name was Withers ;
that

she lived with Sir John Sparkle in quality of go-

verness to his only daughter, in which situation she

had picked up a comfortable sufficiency to make

her easy for life j that she had the pleasure of see-

ing me at church, where my appearance and deport-

ment made such an impression upon her heart, that

she could enjoy no ease until she had inquired into

my character, which she found so amiable in all

respects, that she yielded to the violence of her in-

clination, and ventured to declare her passion, with

too little regard, perhaps, to the decorum of her

sex ; but she hoped I would forgive a trespass of

which I myself was, in some measure, the cause,

and impute her intrusion to the irresistible dictates

of love. No decayed rake ever swallowed a bolus

with more reluctance than I felt in making a reply

suitable to this compliment, when, instead of the

jewel, I found the crazy casket only in my power

;

and yet my hopes began to revive a little, when I

considered," that, by carrying on the appearance of

an intrigue with the duenna, I might possibly obtain

access to her charge. Encouraged by this sugges-

tion, my temper grew more serene, my reserve wore

off, I talked en cavalier, and even made love to this

antiquated coquette, who seemed extremely happy

in her adorer, and spread all her allurements to

make her imagined conquest more secure. The

good woman of the house treated us with tea and

sweetmeats, and afterwards withdrew, like a civil

experienced matron as she was. Left to our mu-

tual endearments, Miss Withers (for she was still a

maiden) began to talk of matrimony, and expressed

so much impatience in all her behaviour, that had

she been fifty years younger, I might possibly have

gratified her* longing without having recourse to the

church j but this step my virtue, as well as interest,

forbade. When the inclinations of an old maid

settle upon a young fellow, he is persecuted with

her addresses ; but should he once grant her the

favour, he will never be able to disentangle himself

from her importunities and reproaches. It was my
business to defer the ceremony as long as possible,

under the most specious pretences, with a view ot

becoming acquainted with Miss Sparkle m the mean

time ; and I did not despair of success, when I con-

sidered, that, in the course of our correspondence,

I should, in all probability, be invited to visit my
mistress in her own apartment, and by these means

have an opportunity of conversing with her charm-

ing ward. Pleased with this prospect, my heart

dilated with joy, I talked in raptures to the stale

governante, and kissed her shrivelled handwith great

devotion. She was so much transported with her

good fortune, that she could not contain her ecstasy,

but flew upon me like a tigress, and pressed her skin-

ny lips to mine ; when (as it was no doubt concerted

by her evil genius) a dose of garlic she had swal-

lowed that morning, to dispel wind I suppose began

to operate with such a sudden explosion, that human

nature, circumstanced as I was, could not endure

the shock with any degree of temper. I lost all

patience and reflection, flung away from her in an

instant, snatched my hat and cane, and ran down

stairs as if the devil had me in pursuit, and could

scarce refrain the convulsion of my bowels, which

were grievously offended by the perfume that as-

saulted me. Strap, who waited my return with

impatience, seeing me arrive in the utmost disorder,

stood motionless with apprehension, and durst not

inquire into the cause.

After I had washed my mouth more than once,

and recruited my spirits with a glass of wine, I re-

counted to him every particular of what had hap-

pened; to which he made no other reply for some

time, than lifting up his eyes, clasping his hands,

and uttering a hollow groan. At length he ob-

served, in a melancholy tone, that it was a thousand

pities my organs were so delicate as to be offended

with the smell of garlic. " Ah ! God help us,' said

he "
'tis not the steams of garlic—no, nor ot some-

thin °- else, that would give me the least uneasiness;

see what it is to be a cobler's son." I replied hastily,

« I wish, then, you would go and retrieve my mis-

carriage." At this suggestion he started forced a

smile, and left the room, shaking his head. N ne-

ther the old gentlewoman resented my abrupt de-

parture so much that her love changed into disdain,

or was ashamed to see me on account of her infir-

mity, I know not; but I was never troubled again

with her passion.

CHAPTER LL

I cultivate an Acquaintance with two Noblemen—Am intro-

duced to Earl Strutwell-His kind Promises and Invitation

—The Behaviour of his Porter and Lacquey—He receives

me with an appearance of uncommon Affection—Under-

takes to speak in my Behalf to the Minister-Informs me

of his Success, and wishes me joy—Introduces a Conver-

sation about Petronius Arbiter-Falls in love with my
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Baffled hitherto in my matrimonial schemes, Ibegan to question my talents for the science of for-
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; withthe view of procuring which, I cultivated the ac-
quaintance of Lords Straddle and Swillpot, whose
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other swore that no man would be

raged by these declarations, I ventured to expressan inclination to be introduced to their fathers whowere able to do my business at once. Sotfrankly owned he had not spoke to his father^esethree years
;
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a certain person who ruled the roast. This offer I£Tt "f
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; from whence in a few minutes he re-turned with his lordship, who took me by the handassured me he would do me all the service he couldand desired to see me often. I was charmedSmy reception, and although I had heard that acourtiers promise is not to be depended upon Ithought I discovered so much sweetness of temperand candour in this earl's countenance, that I didnot doubt of finding my account in his prot ctioI resolved therefore, to profit by this permit on'and waited on him next audience day, when I wasfavoured with a particular smile, squeeze ofThehand and a whisper, signifying that he wantedhalf an hours conversation with me in privatewhen he should be disengaged, and for that purposeSlimM
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visit, I found the street door open to me, as if by

enchantment ; but, in my passage towards the pre-

sence room, I was met by the valet de chambre,

who cast some furious looks at me, the meaning of

which I could not comprehend. The earl saluted

me at entrance with a tender embrace, and wished

me joy of his .success with the premier, who, he

said, had preferred his recommendation to that of

two other noblemen very urgent in behalf of their

respective friends, and absolutely promised that I

should go to a certain foreign court, in quality of

secretary to an ambassador and plenipotentiary,

who was to set out in a few weeks, on an affair of

vast importance to the nation. I was thunderstruck

with my good fortune, and could make no other

reply, than kneel, and attempt to kiss my bene-

factor's hand ; which submission he would not per-

mit, but, raising me up, pressed me to his breast

with surprising emotion, and told me he had now

taken upon himself the care of making my fortune.

What enhanced the value of the benefit still more,

was his making light of the favour, and shifting

the conversation to another subject. Among other

topics of discourse, that of the Belles Letlres was

introduced, upon which his lordship held forth with

great taste and erudition, and discovered an inti-

mateknowledge of the authors of antiquity. " Here"s

a book," said he, taking one from his bosom,
" written with great elegance and spirit, and though

the subject may give offence to some narrow-minded

people, the author will always be held in esteem by

every person of wit and learning." So saying, he

put into my hand Petronius Arbiter, and asked my
opinion of 'his wit and manner. I told him, that, in

my opinion, he wrote with great ease and vivacity,

biit was withal so lewd and indecent, that he ought

to find no quarter or protection among people of

morals and taste. " I own," replied the earl, " that

his taste in love is generally decried, and indeed

condemned by our laws; but perhaps that may be

more owing to prejudice and misapprehension, than

to true reason and deliberation. The best man
among the ancients is said to have entertained that

passion ; one of the wisest of their legislators has

permitted the indulgence of it in his commonwealth

;

the most celebrated poets have not scrupled to avow

it. At this day it prevails not only o-^er all the

east, but in most parts of Europe; in our own

country it gains ground apace, and in all probability

will become in a short time a more fashionable vice

than simple fornication. Indeed, there is something

to be said in vindication of it ; for, notwithstanding

the severity of the law against offenders in this

way, it must be confessed that the practice of this

passion is unattended with that curse and burden

upon society, which proceeds from a race of mise-

rable and deserted bastards, who are either murdered

by their parents, deserted to the utmost want and

wretchedness, or bred up to prey upon the common-

wealth. And it likewise prevents the debauchery

of many a young maiden, and the prostitution of

honest men's wives ; not to mention the consideration

of health, which is much less liable to be impaired

in the gratification of this appetite, than in the

exercise of common venery, which, by ruining the

constitutions ofour young men, has produced a puny

progeny, that degenerates from generation to gene-

ration. Nay, I have been told, that there is another

motive, perhaps more powerful than all these, that

induces people to cultivate this inclination, namely,

the exquisite pleasure attending its success."

From this discourse, I began to be apprehensive

that his lordship, finding I had travelled, was afraid

I might have been infected with this spurious and

sordid desire abroad, and took this method of sound-

ing my sentiments on the subject. Fired at this

supposed suspicion, I argued against it with great

warmth, as an appetite unnatural, absurd, and of

pernicious consequence; and declared my utter

detestation and abhorrence of it in these lines of the

satirist :

—

" Eternal infamy the wretch confound

Who planted first that vice on British ground !

A vice! that, 'spite of sense and nature, reigns,

And poisons genial love, and manhood stains."

The earl smiled at my indignation, told me he

was glad to find my opinion of the matter so con-

formable to his own, and that what he had advanced

was only to provoke me to an answer, with which

he professed himself perfectly well pleased.

After I had enjoyed a long audience, I happened

to look at my watch, in order to regulate my motions

by it ; and his lordship observing the chased case,

desired to see the device, and examine the execu-

tion, which he approved, with some expressions of

admiration. Considering the obligations I lay un-

der to his lordship, I thought there could not be a

fitter opportunity than the present to manifest in

some shape my gratitude ; I therefore begged he

would do me the honour to accept of the watch as

a small testimony of the sense I had of his lordship s

generosity ; but he refused it in a peremptory man-

ner, and said he was sorry I should entertain such a

mercenary opinion of him, observing at the same

time, that it was the most beautiful piece of work-

manship he had ever seen, and desiring to know

where he could have such another. I begged a

thousand pardons for the freedom I had taken,

which I hoped he would impute to nothing else but

the highest veneration for his person; told him that,

as it came to my hand by accident in France, I

could give him no information about the maker, for

there was no name on the inside ; and once more

humblv entreated that he would indulge me so far

as to use it for my sake. He was still positive in

refusing it, but was pleased to thank me for my
generous offer, saying, it was a present that no

nobleman need be ashamed receiving ;
though he

was resolved to show his disinterestedness with re-

gard to me, for whom he had conceived a particular

friendship ; and insisted, if I was willing to part

with the watch, upon knowing what it had cost,

that he might at least indemnify me, by refunding

the money. On the other hand, I assured his lord-

ship, that' I should look upon it as an uncommon

mark of distinction, if he would take it without fur-

ther question ;
and, rather than disoblige me, he

was at last persuaded to put it in his pocket, to my

no small satisfaction, who took my leave imme-

diately, after having received a kind squeeze, and

an injunction to depend upon his promise.

Buoyed up with this reception, my heart opened

;

I gave away a guinea among the lacqueys who

escorted me to the door, flew to the lodgings of

Lord Straddle, upon whom I forced my diamond

ring as an acknowledgment for the great service

he had done me, and from thence hied me home,

with an intent of sharing my happiness with honest

Strap I determined, however, to heighten his

pleasure by depressing his spirits at first, and then

bringing in the good news with double relish, -tor

this purpose, I affected the appearance of disap-
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pointment and chagrin, and told him in an abrupt
manner, that I had lost the watch and diamond.
Poor Hugh, who had been already harassed into a
consumption by intelligence of this sort, no sooner
heard these words, than, unable to contain himself,
he cried, with distraction in his looks, " God in
heaven forbid!" I could carry on the farce no
longer, but, laughing in his face, told him every
thing that had passed, as above recited. His fea-
tures were immediately unbended, and the transi-
tion was so affecting, that he wept with joy, called
my Lord Strutwell by the appellations of Jewel,
Phoenix, Rara avis; and praising God, that there
was still some virtue left among our nobility. Our
mutual congratulations being over, we gave way to
our imaginations, and anticipated our happiness by
prosecuting our success through the different steps
ot promotion, till I arrived at the rank of prime
minister, and he to that of my first secretary

Intoxicated with these ideas, I went to the ordi-
nary, where, meeting with Banter, I communicated
the whole affair in confidence to him, concluding
with an assurance that I would do him all the ser-
vice m my power. He heard me to an end with
great patience, then regarding me a good while with
a look of disdain, pronounced, " So your business
is done, you think ?" « As good as done, I believe

"

said I » I'll tell you," replied he, " what will do
it still more effectually, a halter !—'Sdeath ' if Ihad been such a gull to two such scoundrels as
Strutwell and Straddle, I would, without any more
ado, tuck myself up." Shocked at this exclama-
tion, I desired him, with some confusion, to explain
himself; upon which he gave me to understand,
that Straddle was a poor contemptible wretch, who
ived by borrowing and pimping for his fellow peers
that m consequence of this last capacity, he had
doubtless introduced me to Strutwell, who was so
notorious for a passion for his own sex, that he wasamazed his character had never reached my ears •

and that tar from being able to obtain for me the
post he had promised, his interest at court was solow that he could scarce provide for a superannuated
footman once a year, in the customs, or excise
I hat it was a common thing for him to amuse
strangers whom his jackals ran down, with such
assurances and caresses as he had bestowed on me
until he had stripped them of their cash, and every
thing valuable about them—verv often of their chas
tity, and then leave them a prey to want and infa-my. That he allowed his servants no other wages
than that part of the spoil which they could gleanby their industry

; and the whole of his conduct
towards me was so glaring, that nobody who knew
any thing of mankind could have been imposedupon by his insinuations.

.

1 lea7e
.

t]
}e reader to judge how I relished this

piece of information, which precipitated me from
the most exalted pinnacle of hope, to the lowest
abyss of despondence

; and well nigh determinedme to take Banter's advice, and finish my chagrin
with a halter. I had no room to suspect the*veracity
ot my friend, because, upon recollection, I found
every circumstance of Strutwell's behaviour exactly
tallying with the character he had described. His
hugs, embraces, squeezes, and eager looks, werenow no longer a mystery, no more than his de-
fence of 1 etronms, and the jealous frown of his
valet-de-chambre, who, it seems, had been the
favourite pathic of his lord.
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CHAPTER ML
I attempt to recover my Watch and Jewel, but to no purpose
—Resolve to revenge myself on Strutwell, by my Impor-
tunity—Am reduced to my last Guinea—Obliged to inform
Strap of my Necessity, who is almost distracted with the
News—But, nevertheless, obliged to pawn my best Sword
for present Subsistence—That small Supply being ex-
hausted, I am almost stupified with my Misfortunes—Go
to the Gaming Table, by the Advice of Banter, and come
off with unexpected Success—Strap's Ecstasy—Mrs. Gawky
waits upon me, professes Remorse for her Perlidy, and im-
plores my Assistance— I do myself a piece of justice by
her Means, and afterwards reconcile her to her Father.

I was so confounded, that I could make no reply
to Banter, who reproached me with great indicna-
tion for having thrown away upon rascals that which
had it been converted into ready money, would have
supported the rank of a gentleman for some months
and enable me, at the same time, to oblige my
friends. Stupified as I was, I could easily

D
divine

the source of his concern, but sneaked away in a
solitary manner, without yielding the least answer
to his expostulations, and began to deliberate with
myself m what manner I should attempt to retrieve
the movables I had so foolishly lost. I should have
thought it no robbery to take them again by force
could I have done it without any danger of bein^
detected

;
but as I could have no such opportunity

I resolved to work by finesse, and go immediately
to the lodgings of Straddle, where I was so fortu-
nate as to find him. " My lord," said I, " I have
just now recollected, that the diamond I had the
honour of presenting to you is loosened a little in
the socket, and there is a young fellow just arrived
from Paris, who is reckoned the best jeweller in
Europe

; I knew him in France, and if your lord-
ship will give me leave, will carry the ring to him
to be set to rights. His lordship was not to be caught
in this snare

; he thanked me for my offer, and told
me, that having himself observed the defect, he had
already sent it to his own jeweller to be mended
And, indeed, by this time, I believe it was in the
jeweller's hands, though not in order to be mended,
for it stood in need of no alteration.
Balked in this piece of politics, I cursed my

simplicity, but resolved to play a surer game with
the earl, which I thus devised. I did not doubt of
being admitted into familiar conversation with him
as before, and hoped by some means to get the watch
mto my hand

; then, on pretence of winding or play-
ing with it, drop it on the floor, when in all proba-
bility the fall would disorder the work so as to stop
its motion. This event would furnish me with an
'PPortunity of insisting upon carrying it away in
order to be repaired

; and then I should have beenm no hurry to bring it back. What pitv it was I
could not find an occasion of putting "this fine
scheme in execution ! When I went to renew my
isit to his lordship, my access to the parlour was

as free as ever
; but after I had waited some time

the valet-de-chambre came in with his lordship's
compliments, and a desire to see me to-morrow at
his levee, he being at present so much indisposed,
that he could not see company. I interpreted this
message into a bad omen, and came away mutterino-
curses against his lordship's politeness, and ready
to go to oggerheads with myself for being so egre-
giously duped. But that I might have some satis-
faction for the loss I had sustained, I besieged him
closely at his levee, and persecuted him with my
sohcitations; not without faint hopes, indeed of

I 2
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reaping something more from my industry, than the

bare pleasure of making him uneasy ; though I

could never obtain another private hearing, during

the whole course of my attendance ; neither had I

resolution enough to undeceive Strap, whose looks

in a little time where so whetted with impatience,

that, whenever I came home, his eyes devoured me,

as it were, with eagerness of attention. At length,

however, finding myself reduced to my last guinea,

I was compelled to "disclose my necessity, though I

endeavoured to sweeten the discovery by rehearsing

to him the daily assurances I received from my
patron. But these promises were not of efficacy

sufficient to support the spirits of my friend, who
no sooner understood the lowness of my finances,

than, uttering a dreadful groan, he exclaimed, " In

the name of God, what shall we do ?" In order to

comfort him, I said, that many of my acquaintance,

who were in a worse condition than we, supported,

notwithstanding, the character of gentlemen ; and

advising him to thank God that we had as yet in-

curred no debt, proposed he should pawn my sword

of steel inlaid with gold, and trust to my discretion

for the rest. This expedient was wormwood and

gall to poor Strap, who, in spite of his invincible

affection for me, still retained notions of economy

and expense suitable to the narrowness of his edu-

cation ;
nevertheless, he complied with my request,

and raised seven pieces on the sword in a twinkling.

This supply, inconsiderable as it was, made me as

happy for the present, as if I had kept five hundred

pounds in bank ; for by this time I was so well

skilled in procrastinating every troublesome reflec-

tion, that the prospect of want seldom affected me
very much, let it be ever so near. And now, indeed,

it was nearer than I imagined
;
my landlord having

occasion for money, put me in mind of my being

indebted to him five guineas in lodging, and telling

mc he had a sum to make up, begged I would excuse

his importunity, and discharge the debt. Though
I could ill spare so much cash, my pride took the

resolution of disbursing it. This I did in a cavalier

manner, after he had written a discharge, telhng

him with an air of scorn and resentment, I saw he

was resolved that I should not be long in his books

;

while Strap, who stood by, and knew my circum-

stances, wrung his hands in secret, gnawed his

nether lip, and turned yellow with despair. What-
ever appearance of indifference my vanity enabled

me to put on, I was thunderstruck with this demand,

which I had no sooner satisfied, than I hastened

into company, with a view of beguiling my cares

with conversation, or of drowning them with wine.

After dinner, a party was accordingly made in

the coffeehouse, from whence we adjourned to the

tavern, where, instead of sharing the mirth of the

company, I was as much chagrined at their good

humour as a damned soul in hell would be at a

glimpse of heaven. In vain did I swallow bumper

after bumper ! the wine had lost its effect upon me,

and, far from raising my dejected spirits, could not

even lay me asleep. Banter, who was the only inti-

mate I had (Strap excepted), perceived my anxiety,

and, when we broke up, reproached me with pu-

sillanimity, for being cast down at any disappoint-

ment that such a rascal as Strutwell could be the

occasion of. I told him I did not at all see how
Strutwell's being a rascal alleviated my misfortune

;

and gave him to understand, that my present grief

did not so much proceed from that disappointment,

as from the low ebb of my fortune, which was sunk

to something less than two guineas. At this de-

claration, he cried, "Psha ! is that all ?" and assured

me there was a thousand ways of living in town

without a fortune, he himself having subsisted many
years entirely by his wit. I expressed an eager

desire of being acquainted with some of these me-

thods ; and he, without further expostulation, bade

me follow him. He conducted me to a house under

the piazzas in Covent Garden, which we entered,

and having delivered our swords to a grim fellow,

who demanded them at the foot of the staircase,

ascended to the second story, where I saw multi-

tudes of people standing round two gaming tables,

loaded in a manner with gold and silver. My con-

ductor told me this was the house of a worthy Scotch

lord, who using the privilege of his peerage, had

set up public gaming tables, from the profits of

which he drew a comfortable livelihood. He then

explained the difference between the sitters and the

betters; characterised the first as old rooks, and the

last as bubbles ; and advised me to try my fortune

at the silver table, by betting a crown at a time.

Before I would venture anything, I considered the

company more particularly; and there appeared

such a group of villanous faces, that I was struck

with horror and astonishment at the sight ! I sig-

nified my surprise to Banter, who whispered in my
ear, that the bulk of those present were sharpers,

highwaymen, and apprentices, who, having em-

bezzled" their master's cash, made a desperate push

in this place, to make up their deficiencies. This

account did not encourage me to hazard any part

of my small pittance ; but at length, being teazed

by the importunities of my friend, who assured me
there was no danger of being ill used, because people

were hired by the owner to see justice done to every-

body, I began by risking one shilling, and in less

than an hour my winning amounted to thirty. Con-

vinced by this" time of the fairness of the game,

and animated with success, there was no need of

further persuasion to continue the play. I lent

Banter (who seldom had any money in his pocket)

a guinea, which he carried"to the gold table, and

lost in a moment. He would have borrowed another,

but finding me deaf to his arguments, went away

in a pet. Meanwhile, my gain advanced to six

pieces, and my desire for more increased in propor-

tion ; so that I moved to the higher table, where I

laid half a guinea on every throw ; and fortune still

favouring me, I became a" sitter, in which capacity

I remained until it was broad day ; when I found

myself, after many vicissitudes, one hundred and

fifty guineas in pocket.

Thinking it now high time to retire with my
booty, I asked if any body would take my place,

and "made a motion to rise ;
upon which an old

Gascon, who sat opposite to me, and of whom I had

won a little money, started up with fury in his looks,

crying, " Restez, Joutre reste, ilfaut donner moi mon

ravanchio .'" At the same time, a Jew who sat near

the other, insinuated that I was more beholden to

art than fortune for what I had got ; that he had

observed me wipe the table very often, and that

some of the divisions seemed to be greasy. This

intimation produced a great deal of clamour against

me, especially among the losers, who threatened

with many oaths and imprecations to take me up by

a warrant as a sharper, unless I would compromise

the affair by refunding the greatest part of my win-

ning. Though I was far from being easy under this

accusation, I relied upon my innocence, threatened
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m my turn to prosecute the Jew for defamation, and
boldly offered to submit my cause to the examina-
tion of any justice in Westminster

; but they knew
themselves too well to put their characters on that
issue, and finding I was not to be intimidated into
any concession, dropped their plea, and made way
for me to withdraw. I would not, however, stir
from the table, until the Israelite had retracted what
he had said to my disadvantage, and asked pardon
before the whole assembly.
As I marched out with my prize, I happened to

tread upon the toes of a tall raw-boned fellow, with
a hooked nose, fierce eyes, black thick eye-brows,
a. pigtail wig of the same colour, and a formidable
hat pulled over his forehead, who stood gnawino-
his fingers in the crowd, and no sooner felt the ap-
plication of my shoe-heel, than he roared out in a
tremendous voice, "Blood and wounds ! you son of
a w—e, what's that for?" I asked pardon with a
great deal of submission, and protested I had no
intention of hurting him. But the more I humbled
myself, the more he stormed, and insisted upon gen-
tlemanly satisfaction, at the same time provokino-
me with scandalous names that I could not put up
with

;
so that I gave a loose to my passion, returned

his Billingsgate, and challenged him to follow me
down to the piazzas. His indignation cooling as
mine warmed, he refused my invitation, saying he
would choose his own time, and returned towards
the table, muttering threats, which I neither dreaded
nor distinctly heard; but descending with great de-
bberation, received my sword from the door-keeper
whom I gratified with a guinea, according to the
custom of that place, and went home in a rapture
of joy. 1

My faithful valet, who had sat up all night in
the utmost uneasiness on my account, let me in
with his face beslubbered with tears, and followedme to my chamber, where he stood silent like acondemned criminal, in expectation of hearing that
every shilling was spent. I guessed the situation
of his thoughts, and, assuming a sullen look, bademm ietch me some water to wash. He replied
without lifting his eyes from the ground, " In my
simple conjecture you have more occasion for rest
not having, I suppose, slept these four and twenty
hours. "Bring me some water," said I, in a
peremptory tone

; upon which he sneaked away
shrugging his shoulders. Before he returned Ihad spread my whole stock on the table in the most
ostentatious manner

; so that, when it first saluted
his view, he stood like one entranced, and having
rubbed his eyes more than once, to assure himself
ot his being awake, broke out into, « Lord havemercy upon us ! what a vast treasure is here !"

lis all our own, Strap," said I ; "take what is
necessary, and redeem the sword immediately."He advanced towards the table, stopped short by
the way looked at the money and me by turns
and, with a wildness in his countenance, producedfrom joy checked by distrust, cried, "I dare say it
is honestly come by." To remove his scruples, Imade him acquainted with the whole story of my
success, which when he heard, he danced aboutthe room in an ecstasy, crying, « God be praised ! a

7a LSt

T
one!-G°d be praised! a white stone!"

so that I was afraid the sudden change of fortunehad disordered his intellects, and that he was runmad with joy. Extremely concerned at this event,
1 attempted to reason him out of his frenzy but
to no purpose

; for, without regarding what i said
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he continued to frisk up and down, and repeat his
rhapsody of "God be praised! a white stone!"
At last I rose in the utmost consternation, and
laying violent hands upon him, put a stop to his
extravagance, by fixing him down to a settee that
was in the room. This constraint banished his
delirium

;
he started, as if just awoke, and, terrified

at my behaviour, cried, "What is the matter'"
When he learned the cause of my apprehension
be was ashamed of his transports, and told me thatm mentioning the white stone, he alluded to the
dies fash of the Bomans, albo lapide notati.
Having no inclination to sleep, I secured my

cash, dressed, and was just going abroad, when the
servant of the house told me there was a eentle-
woman at the door, who wanted to speak with me
Surprised at this information, I bade Strap show her
up and m less than a minute saw a young woman of
a shabby decayed appearance enter my room. After
halt a dozen curtseys, she began to sob, and toldme her name was Gawky

; upon which informa-
tion 1 immediately recollected the features of Miss
-Lavement, who had been the first occasion of my
misfortunes. Though I had all the reason in the
world to resent her treacherous behaviour to me
was moved at her distress, and professing my

sorrow at seeing her so reduced, desired her to sit
and inquired into the particulars of her situation!
fene lell upon her knees, and implored my forgive-
ness for the injuries she had done me, protesting
before God, that she was forced, against her incli-
nation, into that hellish conspiracy which had al-
most deprived me of my life, by the entreaties of
her husband, who having been afterwards re-
nounced by his father, on account of his marriage
with her, and unable to support a family on his
pay left his wife at her father's house, and went
with the regiment to Germany, where he was broke
tor misbehaviour at the battle of Hettingen, since
which time she had heard no tidings of him. She
then gave me to understand, with many symptoms
of penitence, that it was her misfortune to bear a
child tour months after marriage, by which event
her parents were so incensed, that she was turned
out of doors with the infant, that died soon after

;

aud had hitherto subsisted in a miserable indigent
manner, on the extorted charity of a few friendswho were now quite tired of giving. That not
knowing where or how to support herself one day
longer, she had fled for succour even to me, who
of all mankind, had the least cause to assist her'
relying upon the generosity ofmy disposition, which'
she hoped, would be pleased with this opportunity
of avenging itself in the noblest manner on the
wretch who had wronged me. I was very much
affected with her discourse, and having no cause
to suspect the sincerity of her repentance, raised
her up freely pardoned all she had done against
me, and promised to befriend her as much as lay
in my power. J

Since my last arrival in London, I had made no
advances to the apothecary, imagining it would
be impossible for me to make my innocence appear
so unhappily was my accusation circumstanced.
Strap indeed had laboured to justify me to the school-
master

;
but far from succeeding in his attempt,

Mr. Concordance dropped all correspondence with
him, because he refused to quit his connexion with
me. Things being in this situation, I thought a
fairer opportunity of vindicating my character
could not offer than that which now presented itself.
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I therefore stipulated with Mrs. Gawky, that,

before I would yield her the least assistance, she

should do me the justice to clear my reputation, by

explaining upon oath, before a magistrate, the whole

of the conspiracy, as it had been executed against me.

When she had given me this satisfaction, I pre-

sented her with five guineas, a sum so much above

her expectation, that she could scarce believe the

evidence of her senses, and was ready to worship

me for my benevolence. The declaration, signed

with her own hand, I sent to her father, who, upon

recollecting and comparing the circumstances of

my charge, was convinced of my integrity, and

waited on me next day, in company with his friend

the schoolmaster, to whom he had communicated

my vindication. After mutual salutation, Monsieur

Lavement began a long apology for the unjust

treatment I had received ; but I saved him a good

deal of breath, by interrupting his harangue, and

assuring him, that, far from entertaining a resent-

ment against him, I thought myself obliged to his

lenity, which allowed me to escape, after such strong

presumptions of guilt appeared against me. Mr.

Concordance, thinking it now his turn to speak,

observed, that Mr. Random had too much candour

and sagacity to be disobliged at their conduct,

which, all things considered, could not have been

otherwise, with any honesty of intention. " Indeed,"

said he, " if the plot had been unravelled to us by

any supernatural intelligence, if it had been whis-

pered by a genie, communicated by a dream, or

revealed" by an angel from on high, we should have

been to blame in' crediting ocular demonstration :

but as we arc left in the midst of 'mortality, it

cannot be expected we should be incapable of im-

position. I do assure you, Mi-

. Random, no man
on earth is more pleased than I am at this triumph

of your character ; and as the news of your mis-

fortune panged me to the very entrails, this mani-

festation ofyour innocence makes my midriff quiver

with joy." I thanked him for his concern, desired

them to undeceive those of their acquaintance who
judged harshly of me, and, having treated them
with a glass of wine, represented to Lavement the

deplorable condition of his daughter, and pleaded

her cause so effectually, that he consented to settle

a small annuity on her for life ; but could not be

persuaded to take her home, because her mother

was so much incensed that she would never see her.

CHAPTER LIH.

I purchase new Clothes—Reprimand Strutwell and Straddle

—Banter proposes another Matrimonial Scheme—I accept

of his Terms—Set out for Bath in a Stage Coach, with the

young Lady and her Mother—The Behaviour of an Officer

and Lawyer—Our Fellow-Travellers described—A smart

Dialogue between my Mistress and the Captain.

Having finished this affair to my satisfaction, I

found myself perfectly at ease, and looking upon

the gaming-table as a certain resource for a gen-

tleman in want, became more gay than ever.

Although my clothes were almost as good as new,

I grew ashamed of wearing them, because I thought

every body, by this time, had got an inventory of

my wardrobe. For which reason I disposed of a

good part of my apparel to a salesman in Monmouth-
street for half the value, and bought two new suits

with the money. I likewise purchased a plain gold

watch, despairing of recovering that which I had so

foolishly given to Strutwell, whom, notwithstanding,

I still continued to visit at his levee, until the

ambassador he had mentioned set out with a secre-

tary of his own choosing. I thought myself then

at liberty to expostulate with his lordship, whom I

treated with great freedom in a letter, for amusing

me with vain'hopes, when he neither had the power

nor inclination to provide for me. Nor was I

less reserved with Straddle, whom I in person re-

proached for misrepresenting to me the character

of Strutwell, which I did not scruple to aver was

infamous in every respect. He seemed very much
enraged at my freedom, talked a great deal about

his quality and honour, and began to make some

comparisons which I thought so injurious to mine,

that I demanded an explanation with great warmth

;

and he was mean enough to equivocate, and con-

descend in such a manner, that I left him with a

hearty contempt of his behaviour.

About this time Banter, who had observed a sur-

prising and sudden alteration in my appearance

and disposition, began to inquire very minutely into

the cause ; and as I did not think fit to let him

know the true state of the affair, lest he might make

free with my purse, on the strength of having pro-

posed the scheme that filled it, I told him that I

had received a small supply from a relation in the

country, who at the same time had promised to use

all his interest, which was not small, in soliciting

some post for me that should make me easy for life.

" If that be the case," said Banter, " perhaps you

won't care to mortify yourself a little, in making

your fortune another way. I have a relation who
is to set out for Bath next week, with an only

daughter, who, being sickly and decrepit, intends to

drink the waters for the "recovery of her health.

Her father, who was a rich Turkey merchant, died

about a year ago, and left her with a fortune of

twenty thousand pounds, under the sole manage-

ment "of her mother, who is my kinswoman. I

wmild have put in for the plate myself, but there is

a breach at present between the old woman and me.

You must know, that some time ago I borrowed a

small sum of her, and promised, it seems, to pay it

before a certain time ; but being disappointed in my
expectation of money from the country, the day

elapsed without my being able to take up my note

;

upon which she wrote a peremptory letter, threaten-

ing to arrest me, if I did not pay the debt imme-

diately. Nettled at this precise behaviour, I sent a

d—ned severe answer, which enraged her so much
that she actually took out a writ against me.

Whereupon, finding the thing grow serious, I got

a friend to advance the money for me, discharged

the debt, went to her house, and abused her for her

unfriendly dealing. She was provoked by my
reproaches, and scolded in her turn. The little

deformed urchin joined her mother with such viru-

lence and volubility of tongue, that I was fain to

make my retreat, after having been honoured with

a great many scandalous epithets, which gave me
plainly to understand that I had nothing to hope

from the esteem of the one, or the affection of the

other. As they are both utter strangers to life, it

is a thousand to one that the girl will be picked up

by some scoundrel or other at Bath, if I don't pro-

vide for her otherwise. You are a well-looking

fellow, Random, and can behave as demurely as a

Quaker. Now, if you will give me an ooligation

for five hundred pounds, to be paid six months after

your marriage, I will put you in a method of carry-

ing her in spite of all opposition."
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This proposal was too advantageous for me to be

refused. The writing Tas immediately drawn up
and executed

; and Banter giving me notice of the
time when, and the stage coach in which they were
to set out, I bespoke a place in the same convenience
and having hired a horse for Strap, who was charmed
with the prospect, set forward accordingly
As we embarked before day, I had not" the plea-

sure for some time of seeing Miss Snapper (that
was the name of my mistress), nor even of per-
ceiving the number and sex of my fellow-travellers
although I guessed that the coach was full, by the
difficulty I found in seating mvself. The first five
minutes passed in a general silence, when, all of a
sudden, the coach heeling to one side, a boisterous
voice pronounced, "To the right and left, cover
jour flanks, d—me! whiz!" I easily discovered
by the tone and matter of this exclamation, that it
was uttered by a son of Mars ; neither was it hard
to conceive the profession of another person who
sat opposite to me, and observed, that we ou°-ht to
have been well satisfied of the security before we
entered upon the premises. These two sallies had
not the desired effect. We continued a good while
as mute as before, till at length the gentleman of thesword impatient of longer silence, made a second
effort, by swearing he had got into a meeting of
Quakers " I believe so, too," said a shrill voice atmy left hand, "for the spirit of folly begins to
move. "Out with it, then, madani,""replied the
solmer. "You seem to have no occasion for a
midwife, cried the lady. « D-n my blood !" ex-
claimed the other "a man can't talk to a woman,
but she immediately thinks of a midwife " "True
sir, said she, "I long to be delivered." "What ! ofa mouse, madam?" said he. "No, sir," said she,
of a fool. " Are you far gone with a fool ?" said

fie. -Little more than two miles," said she « ByGad, you are a wit, madam !" cried the officer. "Iwish I could with any justice return the compli-ment said the lady. « Zounds, I have done," said
fie. Y our bolt is soon shot, according to the old
proverb," said she. The warrior's powder was
quite spent; the lawyer advised him to drop the
prosecution

;
and a grave matron, who sat on the

left hand of the victorious wit, told her, she must
not let her tongue run so fast among strangers
-This reprimand, softened with the appellation of
child, convinced me that the satirical lady was no
other than Miss Snapper, and I resolved to regulatemy conduct accordingly. The champion, findino-
himself so smartly handled, changed his battery
and began to expatiate on his own exploits. " You
talk of shot, madam," said he, "d—me ! I have both
given and received some shot in my time. I waswounded in the shoulder by a pistol-ball at Dettin-
gen, where—I say nothing—but by G—d ! if it had
not been forme-all's one for that-I despise boast-
ing d-me! whiz! So saying, he whistled one
part and hummed another of Black Joke • then
addressing himself to the lawyer, went on thus:

\V ouldn t you think it d-ned hard, after having
at the risk of your life, recovered the standard of aregiment, that had been lost, to receive no prefer-ment for your pains! I don't choose to name nonames, sink me

! but howsomever, this I will referby G-d; and that is this, a musketeer of the
.trench guards, having taken a standard from a
certain cornet of a certain regiment, d—me ! was
retreating with his prize as fast as his horse's 'heels
coiuu carry him, sink me ! Upon which I snatched
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up a firelock that belonged to a dead man d—me •

whiz
! and shot his horse under him, d—n my

blood
!

The fellow got upon his feet, and began to
repose me; upon which I charged my bayonet
breast high, and ran him through the body, byG—d

!
One of his comrades coming to his assist-

ance shot me in the shoulder, as I told you before-
another gave me a confusion on the head with the'
butt end of his carbine; but, d—me! that did not
signify. I killed one, put the other to flight, and,
taking up the standard, carried it off very delibe-
rately. But the best joke of all was, the son of ab—h of a cornet who had surrendered it in a
cowardly manner, seeing it in my possession, de-
manded it from me, in the front of the line 'D—

n

my blood,' says he, 'where did you find my stan-
dard? says he. ' D—n my blood,' said I, ' where '

said I,
'
did you lose it ?' said I. ' That's nothing to

l
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/?l
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'

tis m >' standar<V says he, ' and by
^

t
1 1

!
/,
have sa>"s he

- 'D tion seize me,'
says I if you shall,' says I, ' till I have first de-
livered it to the general,' says I ; and accordingly
1 went to the head- quarters, after the battle, and
delivered it to my lord Stair, who promised to do
for me, but I am no more than a poor lieutenant
still, d—n my blood."
Having vented this repetition of expletives, the

lawyer owned he had not been requited according
to his desert; observed, that the labourer is always
worthy of his hire, and asked if the promise was
made before witnesses, because in that case the law
would compel the general to perform it;—but
understanding that the promise was made over a
bottle, without being restricted to time or terms he
pronounced it not valid in law, proceeded to inquire
into the particulars of the battle, and affirmed, that
although the English had drawn themselves into a
premumre at first, the French managed their cause
so lamely m the course of the dispute, that they
would have been utterly nonsuited, had they not
obtained a noh prosequi. In spite of these enlivening
touches, the conversation was likely to suffer another
long interruption

; when the lieutenant, unwilling to
conceal any of his accomplishments that could be
displayed m his present situation, offered to regale
the company with a song; and interpreting "our
silence into a desire of hearing, began to warble a
fashionable air, the first stanza of which he pro-nounced thus :

v

Would you task the moon-ty'd hair,
To yon flagrant beau repair

;

Where waving with the popling vow
The bantling fine will shelter you, &'c.

The sense of the rest he perverted as he went on

tT ni.

5

i,

s"rp"S1Dg facilit>'' that 1 cou]d hot help
thinking he had been at some pains to burlesque the
performance Miss Snapper ascribed it to the true
cause namely ignorance

; and when he asked herhow she relished his music, answered, that in her
opinion, the music and the words were much of a
piece " 0 d-n my blood !" said he, » I take that
as a high compliment

; for everybody allows thewords are d-nable fine." "They may be so"
replied the lady, "for aught I know, but" they areabove my comprehension." « I an't obliged to findyou comprehension, madam, curse me!" cried he
JNo, nor to speak sense neither," said she " I) n

Sere the'! ^ ^ * please."Here the lawyer interposed, by telling him there

being defied to give an instance, mentioned treason
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and defamation. "As for the king," cried the

soldier, " God bless him—I eat his bread, and have

lost blood in his cause, therefore I have nothing to

say to him—but, by G—d, I dare say any thing to

any other man." " No," said the lawyer, " you dare

not call me a rogue." " D—me, for what ?" said the

other. " Because," replied the counsellor, " I should

have a good action against you, and recover."

" Well, well," cried the officer, " if I dare not call

you a rogue, I dare think you one, d—me." This

stroke of wit he accompanied with a loud laugh of

self-approbation, which unluckily did not affect the

audience, but effectually silenced his antagonist,

who did not open his mouth for the space of an

hour, except to clear his pipe with three Items,

which, however, produced nothing.

CHAPTER LrV.

Day breaking, I have the Pleasure of viewing the Person of

Miss Snapper, whom I had not seen before—The Soldier is

witty upon me—Is offended—Talks much of his Valour—Is

reprimanded by a grave Gentlewoman—We are alarmed

with the Cry of Highwaymen— I get out of the Coach, and

stand in my own Defence—They ride off without having

attacked us— I pursue them—One of them is thrown from

his Horse and taken—I return to the Coach—Am compli-

mented by Miss Snapper—The Captain's Behaviour 0:1

this Occasion—The Prude reproaches me in a soliloquy —I

upbraid her in the same manner—The Behaviour of Mrs.

Snapper at Breakfast disobliges me—The Lawyer is witty

upon the Officer, who threatens him.

Ix the mean time, day breaking in upon us, dis-

covered to one another the faces of their fellow-

travellers, and I had the good fortune to find my
mistress not quite so deformed nor disagreeable as

she had been represented to me. Her head, indeed,

bore some resemblance to a hatchet, the edge being

represented by her face ; but she had a certain

delicacy in her complexion, and a great deal of

vivacity in her eyes, which were very large and

black j and though the protuberance of her breast,

when considered alone, seemed to drag her forwards,

it was easy to perceive an equivalent on her back

which balanced the other, and kept her body in

equilibrio. On the whole, I thought I should have

great reason to congratulate myself, if it should

be my fate to possess twenty thousand pounds

encumbered with such a wife. I began therefore

to deliberate about the most probable means of

acquiring the conquest, and was so much engrossed

by this idea, that I scarce took any notice of the

rest of the people in the coach, but revolved my
project in silence ; while the conversation was
maintained as before, by the object of my hopes, the

son of Mars, and the barrister, who by this time

had recollected himself, and talked in terms as much
as ever. At length a dispute happened, which
ended in a wager, to be determined by me, who was
so much absorbed in contemplation, that I neither

heard the reference nor the question, which was put

to me by each in his turn ; affronted at my supposed

contempt, the soldier, with great vociferation, swore,

I was either dumb or deaf, if not both, and that I

looked as if I could not say Boh to a goose. Aroused
at this observation, I fixed my eyes upon him, and
pronounced with emphasis the interjection Boh

!

Upon which he cocked his hat in a fierce manner,
and cried, " D—me, sir, what d'ye mean by that ?"

Had I intended to answer him, which by the bye
was not my design, I should have been anticipated

by Miss, who told him, my meaning was to show

that I could cry Boh to a goose ; and laughed very

heartily at my laconic reproof. Her explanation

and mirth did not help to appease his wrath, which

broke out in several martial insinuations, such as

—

" I do not understand such freedoms, d—me !

D—n my blood! I'm a gentleman, and bear the

king's commission. 'Sblood ! some people deserve

to have their noses pulled for their impertinence."

I thought to have checked these ejaculations by a

frown ; because he had talked so much of his

valour, that I had long ago rated him as an ass in

a lion's skin ; but this expedient did not answer my
expectation ; he took umbrage at the contraction of

my brows, swore he did not value my sulky looks a

fig's end, and protested he feared no man breathing.

Miss Snapper said she was very glad to find herself

in company with a man of so much courage,

who, she did not doubt, would protect us from

all attempts of highwaymen during our journey.

" Make yourself perfectly easy on that head,

madam," replied the officer ; I have got a pair of

pistols (here they are) which I took from a horse

officer at the battle of Dettingen—they are double

loaded, and if any highwayman in England robs

you of the value of a pin, while I have the honour

of being in your company, d—n my heart." When
he had expressed himself in this manner, a prim

gentlewoman, who had sat silent hitherto, opened

her mouth, and said, she wondered how any man
could be so rude as to pull out such weapons before

ladies. " D—me, madam," cried the champion,

"if you are so much afraid at sight of a pistol,

how d'ye propose to stand fire if there should be

occasion ? " She then told him, that if she thought

he could be so unmannerly as to use fire-arms in

her presence, whatever might he the occasion, she

would get out of the coach immediately, and walk

to the next village, where she might procure a

convenience to herself. Before he could make any

answer, my Dulcinea interposed, and observed,

that, far from being offended at a gentleman's

using his arms in his own defence, she thought

herself very lucky in being along with one by

whose valour she stood a good chance of saving

herself from being rifled. The prude cast a dis-

dainful look at miss, and said, that people who have

but little to lose are sometimes the most solicitous

about preserving it. The old lady was affronted at

this inuendo, and took notice, that people ought to

be very well informed before they spoke slightingly

of other people's fortunes, lest they discover their

own envy, and make themselves ridiculous. The
daughter" declared, that she did not pretend to vie

with any body in point of riches ; and if the lady

who insisted upon non-resistance, would promise to

indemnify us for all the loss we should sustain, she

would be one of the first to persuade the captain to

submission, in case we should be attacked. To
this proposal, reasonable as it was, the reserved

lady made no other reply, than a scornful glance

and a toss of her head. I was very well pleased

with the spirit of my mistress ; and even wished

for an opportunity of distinguishing my courage

under her eye, which I believed could not fail ot

prepossessing her in my favour ; when, all of a

sudden, Strap rode up to the coach door, and told

us in a great fright, that two men on horseback

were crossing the heath (for by this time we had

passed Hounslow), and made directly towards us.

This piece of information was no sooner delivered
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than Mrs. Snapper began to scream, her daughter
grew pale, the other lady pulled out her purse to he
in readiness, the lawyer's teeth chattered, while he
pronounced, " 'Tis no matter—we'll sue the county,
and recover." The captain gave evide.it signs of
confusion ; and I, after having commanded the
coachman to stop, opened the door, jumped out,
and invited the -warrior to follow me. But finding
him backward and astonished, took his pistols, and
giving them to Strap, who had by this time alighted,
and trembled very much, I mounted on horseback,
and taking my own, -which I could better depend
upon, from the holsters, cocked them both, and
faced the robbers, who were now very near us.

Seeing me ready to oppose them on horseback, and
another man armed a-foot, they made a halt at some
distance to reconnoitre us, and, after having rode
round us twice, myself still facing about as they
rode, went off the same way as they came, at a
hand-gallop. A gentleman's servant coming up
with a horse at the same time, I offered him a
crown to assist me in pursuing them : which he no
sooner accepted, than I armed him with the officer's

pistols, and we galloped after the thieves, who,
trusting to the swiftness of their horses, stopped till

we came within shot of them, and then firing at us,
put their nags to the full speed. We followed them
as fast as our beasts could carry us ; but not being
so well mounted as they, our efforts would have
been to little purpose, had not the horse of one of
them stumbled, and thrown his rider with such
violence over his head, that he lay senseless when
we came up, and was taken without the least op-
position; while his comrade consulted his own
safety in flight, without regarding the distress of
his friend. We scarce had time to make ourselves
masters of his arms, and tie his hands together,
before he recovered his senses, when learning his
situation, he affected surprise, demanded to know
by what authority we used a gentleman in that
manner, and had the impudence to threaten us with
a prosecution for robbery. In the mean time we
perceived Strap coming up with a crowd of people,
armed with different kinds of weapons

;
and, among

the rest a farmer, who no sooner perceived the
thief, whom we had secured, than he cried with
great emotion, " There's the fellow who robbed me
an hour ago of twenty pounds in a canvass bag."
He was immediately searched, and the money found
exactly as it had been described. Upon which we
committed him to the charge of the countryman,
who carried him to the town of Hounslow, which
it seems the farmer had alarmed ; and I, having sa-
tisfied the footman for his trouble, according to
promise, returned with Strap to the coach, where I
found the captain and lawyer busy in administering
smelling bottles and cordials to the grave lady, who
had gone into a fit at the noise of the firing.

When I had taken my seat, Miss Snapper, who
from the coach had seen every thing that happened,
made me a compliment on my behaviour, and said,
she was glad to see me returned, without having
received any injury : her mother too owned herself
obliged to my resolution

; and the lawyer told me,
that I was entitled by act of parliament to a reward
of forty pounds, for having apprehended a high-
wayman. The soldier observed, with a countenance
in which impudence and shame struggling produced
some disorder, that if I had not been in such a
d—d hurry to get out of the coach, he would have
secured the rogues effectually, without all this

bustle and loss of time, by a scheme which my
heat and precipitation ruined. " Tor my own part,"
continued he, " I am always extremely cool on these
occasions." " So it appeared ; by your trembling,"
said the young lady. " Death and d—tion," cried
he, " your sex protects you, madam ; if any man on
earth durst tell me so much, I'd send him to hell,

d—n my heart ! in an instant." So saying, he fixed
his eyes upon me, and asked if I had seen him trem-
ble? I answered without hesitation, "Yes." "D—me,
sir," said he, " d'ye doubt my courage ?" I replied,
"Very much." This declaration quite disconcerted
him.

_
He looked blank, and pronounced with a

faltering voice, "O! 'tis very well— d—n my
blood ! I shall find a time." I signified my contempt
of him, by thrusting my tongue in my cheek, which
humbled him so much, that he scarce swore another
oath aloud during the whole journey.
The precise lady having recruited her spirits by

the help of some strong waters, began a soliloquy, in
which she wondered that any man, who pretended
to maintain the character of a gentleman, could, for
the sake of a little paltry coin, throw persons of
honour into such quandaries as might endanger their
lives

; and professed her surprise, that women were
not ashamed to commend such brutality ; at the
same time vowing, that for the future she would
never set foot in a stage coach, if a private conve-
nience could be had for love or money.

Nettled at her remarks, I took the same method
of conveying my sentiments, and wondered in my
turn that any woman of common sense should be
so unreasonable as to expect that people who had
neither acquaintance or connexion with her, would
tamely allow themselves to be robbed and mal-
treated, merely to indulge her capricious humour.
I likewise confessed my astonishment at her in-
solence and ingratitude in taxing a person with
brutality, who deserved her approbation and ac-
knowledgment

; and vowed, that if ever she should
be assaulted again, I would leave her to the mercy
of the spoiler, that she might know the value of
my protection.

This person of honour did not think fit to carry
on the altercation any farther, but seemed to chew
the cud of her resentment, with the crest-fallen
captain, while I entered into discourse with my
charmer, who was the more pleased with my con-
versation, as she had conceived a very indifferent
opinion of my intellects from my former silence. I
should have had cause to be equally satisfied with the
sprightliness of her genius, could she have curbed
her imagination with judgment; but she laboured
under such a profusion of talk, that I dreaded h»,r
unruly tongue, and felt by anticipation the horrors
of an eternal clack ! However, when I considered,
on the other hand, the joys attending the possession
of twenty thousand pounds, I forgot her imperfec-
tions, seized occasion by the forelock, and endea-
voured to insinuate myself into her affection. The
careful mother kept a strict watch over her, and
though she could not help behaving civilly to me,
took frequent opportunities of discouraging our
communication, by reprimanding her for being so
free with strangers, and telling her she must learn
to speak less, and think more. Abridged of the use
of speech, we conversed with our eyes, and I found
the young lady very eloquent in this kind ofdiscourse.
In short, I had reason to believe that she was sick
of the old gentlewoman's tuition, and that I should
find it no difficult matter to supersede her authority
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When ¥e arrived at the place where we were to

breakfast, I alighted, and helped my mistress out of
the coach, as well as her mother, who called for a
private room, to which they withdrew, in order to

eat by themselves. As they retired together, I

perceived that Miss had got more twists from na-
ture, than I had before observed, for she was bent
sideways in the figure like an S, so that her pro-
gression very much resembled that of a crab. The
prude also chose the captain for her messmate, and
ordered breakfast for two only to be brought into

another separate room ; while the lawyer and I,

deserted by the rest of the company, were fain to

put up with each other. I was a good deal cha-
grined at the stately reserve of Mrs. Snapper, who
I thought did not use me with all the complaisance
I deserved; and my companion declared, that he
had been a traveller for twenty years, and never
knew the stage-coach rules so much infringed be-

fore. As for the honourable gentlewoman, I could
not conceive the meaning of her attachment to the

lieutenant ; and asked the lawyer if he knew for

which of the soldier's virtues she admired him ?

The counsellor facetiously replied, " I suppose the

lady knows him to be an able conveyancer, and
wants him to make a settlement in tail." I could
not help laughing at the archness of the barrister,

who entertained me during breakfast, with a great

deal of wit of the same kind, at the expense of our
fellow-travellers ; and among other things said, he
was sorry to find the young lady saddled with such
encumbrances.
When we had made an end of our repast, and paid

our reckoning, we went into the coach, took our
places, and bribed the driver with sixpence, to re-

venge us on the rest of his fare, by hurrying them
away in the midst of their meal. This task he
performed to our satisfaction, after he had disturbed

their enjoyment with his importunate clamour.

The mother and daughter obeyed the summons
first, and coming to the coach door, were obliged

to desire the coachman's assistance to get in, be-

cause the lawyer and I had agreed to show our re-

sentment by our neglect. They were no sooner

seated, than the captain appeared as much heated

as if he had been pursued a dozen miles by an
enemy ; and immediately after him came the lady,

not without some marks of disorder. Having helped
her up, he entered himself, growling a few oaths

against the coachman, for his impertinent interrup-

tion ; and the lawyer comforted him by saying,

that if he had suffered a nisi prius through the ob-

stinacy of the defendant, he might have an oppor-
tunity to join issue at the next stage. This last

expression gave offence to the grave gentlewoman,
who told him, if she was a man, she would make
him repent of such obscenity, and thanked God
she had never been in such company before. At
this insinuation, the captain thought himself under
a necessity of espousing the lady's cause ; and ac-

cordingly threatened to cut off the lawyer's ears,

if he should give his tongue any such liberties for

the future. The poor counsellor begged pardon,
and universal silence ensued.

CHAPTER LV.
I resolve to ingratiate myself with the Mother, and am
favoured by accident—The precise Lady finds her Hus-
band, and quits the Coach—The Captain is disappointed

of his Dinner—We arrive at Bath—I accompany Miss
Snapper to the Long Room, where she is attacked by Beau

Nash, and turns the laugh against Him—I make Lovo
to her, and receive a Check—Squire her to an Assembly,
where I am blessed with a sight of my dear Narcissa, which
discomposes me so much, that Miss Snapper observing my
disorder, is at pains to discover the cause— Is piqued at the
occasion, and, in our way Home, pays me a sarcastic com-
pliment—I am met by Miss Williams, who is Maid and
confidant of Narcissa—She acquaints me with her Lady's
regard for me while under the disguise of a Servant, and
describes the transports of Narcissa on seeing me at the

Assembly in the character of a Gentleman—I am sur-

prised with an account of her Aunt's marriage, and make
an appointment to meet Miss Williams next day.

During this unsocial interval, my pride and in-

terest maintained a severe conflict on the subject of
Miss Snapper, whom the one represented as un
worthy of notice, and the other proposed as the
object of my whole attention : the advantages and
disadvantages attending such a match were opposed
to one another by my imagination ; and at length
my judgment gave it so much in favour of the first,

that I resolved to prosecute my scheme with all the
address in my power. I thought I perceived some
concern in her countenance, occasioned by my
silence, which she, no doubt, imputed to my dis-

gust at her mother's behaviour ; and as I believed

the old woman could not fail of ascribing my mute-
ness to the same motive, I determined to continue

that sullen conduct towards her, and fall upon some
other method of manifesting my esteem for the

daughter : nor was it difficult for me to make her
acquainted with my sentiments by the expression
of my looks, which I modelled into the characters

of humility and love ; and which were answered
by her with all the sympathy and approbation

I could desire. But when I began to consider, that

without further opportunities of improving my
success, all the progress I had hitherto made would
not much avail, and that such opportunities could

not be enjoyed without the mother's permission ; I

concluded it would be requisite to vanquish her
coldness and suspicion by my assiduities and re-

spectful behaviour on the road ; and she would in

all likelihood invite me to visit her at Bath, where
I did not fear of being able to cultivate her
acquaintance as much as would be necessary to the

accomplishment of my purpose. And indeed acci-

dent furnished me with an opportunity of obliging

her so much, that she could not, with any appear-

ance of good manners, forbear to gratify my in-

clination.

When we arrived at our dining-place, we found

all the eatables in the inn bespoke by a certain

nobleman, who had got the start of us ; and in all

likelihood my mistress and her mother must have
dined with Duke Humphrey, had I not exerted

myself in their behalf, and bribed the landlord with

a glass of wine, to curtail his lordship's entertain-

ment of a couple of fowls and some bacon, which I

sent with my compliments to the ladies. They
accepted my treat with a great many thanks, and
desired I would favour them with my company at

dinner, where I amused the old gentlewoman so

successfully, by maintaining a seemingly disin-

terested ease in the midst of my civility, that she

signified a desire of being better acquainted, and
hoped I would be so kind as to see her sometimes

at Bath. While I enjoyed myself in this manner,

the precise lady had the good fortune to meet with

her husband, who was nootherthan gentleman, or, in

other words, valet-de-chambre to the very nobleman
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whose coach stood at the door. Proud of the interest
she had in the house, she affected to show her power
by introducing the captain to her spouse, as a per-
son who had treated her with great civility

; upon
which he was invited to a share of their dinner

;

while the poor lawyer, finding himself utterly
abandoned, made application to me, and was,
through my intercession, admitted into our com-
pany. Having satisfied our appetites, and made
ourselves merry at the expense of the person of
honour, the civil captain, and complaisant husband,
I did myself the pleasure of discharging the bill by
stealth, for which I received a great many apologies
and acknowledgments from my guests, and we re-
embarked at the first warning. The officer was
obliged, at last, to appease his hunger with a lun-
cheon of bread and cheese, and a pint bottle of
brandy, which he despatched in the coach, cursing
the inappetence of his lordship who had ordered
dinner to be put back a whole hour.

Nothing remarkable happened during the re-
maining part of our journey, which was finished
next day, when I waited on the ladies to the house
of a relation, in which they intended to lodge, and
passing that night at the inn, took lodgings in the
morning for myself.
The forenoon was spent in visiting every thino-

that was worth seeing in the place, in company
with a gentleman to whom Banter had given me a
letter of introduction

; and in the afternoon I waited
on the ladies, and found Miss a good deal indis-
posed with the fatigue of the journey. As they
foresaw they should have occasion for a male
acquaintance to squire them at all public places I
was received with great cordiality, and had the
mother s commission to conduct them next day to
the Long Eoom, which we no sooner entered, than
the eyes of every body present were turned upon
us

;
and when we had suffered the martyrdom of

their looks for some time, a whisper circulated at
our expense, which was accompanied with manv
contemptuous smiles and tittering observations tomy utter shame and confusion. I did not so much
conduct as follow my charge to a place where she
seated her mother and herself with astonishing
composure, notwithstanding the unmannerly beha^
viour of the whole company, which seemed to be
assumed merely to put her out of countenance.
Ihe celebrated Mr. Nash, who commonly attends
in this place, as master of the ceremonies, per-
ceiving the disposition of the assembly, took upon
himself the task of gratifying their ill-nature still
further, by exposing my mistress to the edge of his
wit. With this view he approached us, with manv
bows and grimaces, and after having welcomed
Miss Snapper to the place, asked her, in the hear-
ing of all present, if she could inform him the
name of Tobit's dog. I was so much incensed at
his insolence that I should certainly have kicked
him where he stood, without ceremony, had not the
young lady prevented the effects of my indigna-
tion, by replying, with the utmost vivacity, " His
name was Nash, and an impudent dog he was."
This repartee, so unexpected and just, raised such
an universal laugh at the aggressor, that all his
assurance was insufficient to support him under
their derision

; so that, after he had endeavoured to
compose himself, by taking snuff, and forcing a
smile, he was obliged to sneak off in a very ludi-
crous attitude

;
while my Dulcinea was applauded

to the skies, for the brilliancy of her wit, and her
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acquaintance immediately courted by the best peo-
ple of both sexes in the room. This event, with
which I was infinitely pleased at first, did not fail
of alarming me, upon further reflection, when I
considered, that the more she was caressed by
persons of distinction, the more her pride would be
inflamed, and consequently, the obstacles to my
success multiplied and enlarged. Nor were my
presaging fears untrue. That very night I per-
ceived her a little intoxicated with the incense she
had received ; and though she still behaved with a
particular civility to me, I foresaw, that, as soon
as her fortune should be known, she would be sur-
rounded with a swarm of admirers, some one of
whom might possibly, by excelling me in point of
wealth, or in the arts of flattery and scandal, sup-
plant me in her esteem, and find means to make the
mother of his party. I resolved therefore to lose
no time, and being invited to spend the evening
with them, found an opportunity, in spite of the old
gentlewoman's vigilance, to explain the meaning
of my glances in the coach, by paying homage to
her wit, and professing myself enamoured of her
person. She blushed at my declaration, and in a
favourable manner disapproved of the liberty I had
taken, putting me in mind of our being strangers to
each other, and desiring I would not be the means
of interrupting our acquaintance by any such un-
seasonable strokes of gallantry for the future. My
ardour was effectually checked by this reprimand",
which was, however, delivered in such a gentle
manner that I had no cause to be disobliged; and
the arrival of her mother relieved me from a
dilemma, in which I should not have known how
to demean myself a minute longer. Neither could
I resume the easiness of carriage with which I
came in. My mistress acted on the reserve, and
the conversation beginning to flag, the old lady
introduced her kinswoman of the house, and pro-
posed a hand at whist.

"While we amused ourselves at this diversion, I
understood from the gentlewoman, that there was
to be an assembly next night, at which I begged to
have the honour of dancing with Miss. She thanked
me for the favour I intended her, assured me she
never did dance, but signified a desire of seeing the
company

; when I offered my service, which was
accepted

; not a little proud of being exempted from
appearing with her, in a situation, that, notwith-
standing my profession to the contrary, was not at
all agreeable to my inclination.

_

Having supped, and continued the game, till such
time as the successive yawns of the mother warned
me to be gone, I took my leave, and went home,
where I made Strap very happy with an account of
my progress. Next day I put on my gayest apparel,
and went to drink tea at Mrs. Snapper's according
to appointment, when I found, to my inexpressible
satisfaction, that she was laid up with the toothache,
and that Miss was to be intrusted to my care. Ac-
cordingly, we set out for the ball-room pretty early
in the evening, and took possession of a commodious
place, where we had not sat longer than a quarter
of an hour, when a gentleman dressed in a green
frock came in, leading a young lady, whom I im-
mediately discovered to be the adorable Narcissa

!

Good Heaven ! what were the thrillings of my soul
at that instant! my reflection was overwhelmed
with a torrent of agitation ! my heart throbbed with
surprising violence

! a sudden mist overspread my
eyes! my ears were invaded with a dreadful sound!
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I paused for want of breath, and, in short, was for

some moments entranced ! This first tumult sub-
siding, a crowd of flattering ideas rushed upon my
imagination. Every thing that was soft, sensible,

and engaging in the character of that dear creature,
recurred to my remembrance, and every favourable
circumstance of my own qualifications appeared in

all the aggravation of self-conceit, to heighten my
expectation ! Neither was this transport of long
duration. The dread of her being already disposed
of intervened, and overcast my enchanting reverie

!

My presaging apprehension represented her en-
circled in the arms of some happy rival, and of
consequence for ever lost to me ! I was stung with
this suggestion, and believing the person who con-
ducted her to be the husband of this amiable young
lady, already devoted him to my fury, and stood up
to mark him for my vengeance ; when I recollected,

to my unspeakable joy, her brother, the fox-hunter,
in the person of her gallant. Undeceived so much
to my satisfaction in this particular, I gazed, in a
frenzy of delight, on the irresistible charms of his
sister, who no sooner distinguished me in the crowd,
than her evident confusion afforded a happy omen
to my flame. At sight of me she startled, the roses
instantly vanished from her polished cheeks, and
returned in a moment with a double glow that over-
spread her lovely neck, while her enchanting bosom
heaved with strong emotion. I hailed these fa-

vourable symptoms, and, lying in wait for her looks,
did homage with my eyes. She seemed to approve
my declaration, by the complacency of her aspect

;

and I was so transported with her discovery, that
more than once I was on the point of making up to

her to disclose the throbbings of my heart in person,
had not that profound veneration which her pre-
sence always inspired, restrained the unseasonable
impulse. All my powers being engrossed in this

manner, it may easily be imagined how ill I enter-
tained Miss Snapper, on whom I could not now
turn my eyes without making comparisons very
little to her advantage. It was not even in my
power to return distinct answers to the questions
she asked from time to time, so that she could not
help observing my absence of mind ; and having
a turn for observation, watched my glances, and
tracing them to the divine object, discovered the
cause of my disorder. That she might, however,
be convinced of the truth of her conjecture, she
began to interrogate me with regard to Narcissa,
and, notwithstanding all my endeavours to disguise
my sentiments, perceived my attachment by my
confusion. Upon which she assumed a stateliness
of behaviour, and sat silent during the remaining
part of the entertainment. At any other time, her
suspicion would have alarmed me ; but now I was
elevated by my passion above every other con-
sideration. The mistress of my soul having retired
with her brother, I discovered so much uneasiness
at my situation, that Miss Snapper proposed to go
home, and while I conducted her to a chair, told me
she had too great a regard for me to keep me any
longer in torment. I feigned ignorance of her mean-
ing, and having seen her safely at her lodgings,
took my leave, and went home in an ecstasy, where
I disclosed every thing that had happened to my
confidant and humble servant Strap, who did not
relish the accident so well as I expected, and ob-
served that a bird in hand is worth two in the bush.
"But however," said he, "you know best,—you
know best." Next day, as I went to the Pump-

room, in hopes of seeing or hearing some tidings
of my fair enslaver, I was met by a gentlewoman,
who having looked hard at me, cried, " O C—t

!

Mr. Random !" Surprised at this exclamation, I
examined the countenance of the person who spoke,
and immediately recognised my old sweetheart and
fellow-sufferer, Miss Williams.

I was mightily pleased to find this unfortunate
woman under such a decent appearance, professed
my joy at seeing her so well, and desired to know
where I should have the pleasure of her conversa-
tion. She was as heartily rejoiced at the apparent
easiness of my fortune, and gave me to know, that
she, as yet, had no habitation that she could properly
call her own, but would wait on me at any place I

should please to appoint. Understanding that she
was unengaged for the present, I showed her the
way to my own lodgings, where, after a very affec-

tionate salutation, she informed me of her being
very happy in the service of a young lady to whom
she was recommended by a former mistress de-
ceased, into whose family she had recommended
herself by the honest deceit she had concerted while
she lived with me in the garret at London. She
then expressed a vehement desire to be acquainted
with the vicissitudes of my life since we parted,

and excused her curiosity on account of the concern
she had for my interest. I forthwith gratified her
request, and when I described my situation in

Sussex, perceived her to attend to my story with
particular eagerness. She interrupted me when I

had finished that period, with, " Good God ! is it

possible !"—and then begged I would be so good as
to continue my relation ; which I did as briefly as

I could, burning with impatience to know the cause
of her surprise, about which I had already formed
a very interesting conjecture. When I had brought
my adventures down to the present day, she seemed
very much affected with the different circumstances
of my fortune; and saying with a smile, she believed
my distresses were now at a period, proceeded to

inform me, that the lady whom she served, was no
other than the charming Narcissa, who had ho-
noured her with her confidence for some time ; in

consequence of which trust, she had often repeated
the story of John Brown, with great admiration and
regard ; that she loved to dwell upon the particulars

of his character, and did not scruple to own a tender
approbation of his flame. I became delirious at this

piece of intelligence, strained Miss Williams in my
embrace, called her the angel of my happiness, and
acted such extravagances, that she might have been
convinced of my sincerity, had she not been satis-

fied of my honour before. As soon as I was in

condition to yield attention, she described the pre-
sent situation of her mistress, who had no sooner
reached her lodgings the night before, than she
closeted her, and, in a rapture of joy, gave her to

know that she had seen me at the ball, where 1 ap-
peared in the character which she always thought
my due, with such advantage of transformation,
that unless my image had been engraven on her
heart, it would have been impossible to know me
for the person who had worn her aunt's livery ;

that,

by the language of my eyes, she was assured of the
continuance of my passion for her, and consequently
of my being unengaged to any other ; and that,

though she did not doubt I would speedily fall upon
some method of being introduced, she was so im-
patient to hear of me, that she (Miss Williams) had
been sent abroad this very morning, on purpose to
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learn the name and character I at present hore.
My bosom had been hitherto a stranger to such a
flood of joy as now rushed upon it. My facidties
were overborne by the tide. It was some time be-
fore I coidd open my mouth, and much longer ere
I could utter a coherent sentence. At length, I
fervently requested her to lead me immediately to
the object of my adoration. But she resisted my
importunity, and explained the danger of such pre-
mature conduct. " How favourable soever," said
she, "my lady's inclination towards you may be,
you may depend upon it, she will not commit the
smallest trespass on decorum, either in disclosing
her own, or in receiving a declaration of your
passion

; and although the great veneration I have
tor you has prompted me to reveal what she com-
municated to me in confidence, I know so well the
severity of her sentiments with respect to the punc-
tilios of her sex, that, if she could learn the least
surmise of it, she would not only dismiss me as a
wretch unworthy of her benevolence, but also for
ever shun the efforts of your love." I assented to
the justness of her remonstrance, and desired she
would assist me with her advice and direction.
Upon which, it was concerted between us, that, for
the present, I should be contented with her teliinn-
Narcissa, that, in the course of her inquiries, she
could only learn my name ; and that if, in a day
or two, I could fall upon no other method of bein°-
introduced to her mistress, she would deliver a letter
from me, on pretence of consulting her happiness

;

and say that I met her in the streets, and bribed
her to this piece of service. Matters being thus
adjusted, I kept my old acquaintance to breakfast,
and learned, from her conversation, that my rival
Ear Timothy had drunk himself into an apoplexy
of which he died five months ago ; that the savage
was still unmarried

; and that his aunt had been
seized with a whim which he little expected and
chosen the schoolmaster of the parish for her lord
and husband

; but matrimony not agreeing with her
constitution, she had been hectic and dropsical a
good while, and was now at Bath, in order to drink
the waters for the recovery of her health

; that her
niece had accompanied her thither at her request
and attended her with the same affection as before'
notwithstanding the mistake she had committed

\and that her nephew, who had been exasperated at
the loss of her fortune, did not give his attendance
out of good-will, but purely to have an eye on his
sister, lest she should likewise throw herself away
without his consent or approbation. Having enjoyed
ourselves in this manner, and made an assignation
to meet next day at a certain place, Miss Williams
took her leave

; and Strap's looks being very in-
quisitive about the nature of the communication
subsisting between us, I made him acquainted with
the whole affair, to his great astonishment and sa-
tisfaction.

CHAPTER LVI.
I become acquainted with Narcissa's Brother, who invitesme to h,s House, where I am introduced to that adorable
creature-After Dinner, the Squire retires to take his Nap—Freeman, guessing the Situation of my Thoughts, with-draws likewise on pretence of Business-I declare my
Passion to Narcissa-Am well received- Charmed withher Conversation-The Squire detains us to Supper-I
elude h>s Design by a Stratagem, and get home sober.

In- the afternoon I drank tea at the house of Mr
ireeman, to whom I had been recommended by
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Banter; where I had not sat five minutes till the
fox-hunter came in, and by his familiar behaviour
appeared to be intimate with my friend. I was at
first under some concern, lest he should recollectmy features

; but when I found myself introduced
to him as a gentleman from London, without beino-
discovered, I blessed the opportunity that broughtme into his company, hoping that, in the course of
our acquaintance, he would invite me to his house
Nor were my hopes frustrated

; for, as we spent
the evening together, he grew extremely fond ofmy conversation, asked a great many childish
questions about France and foreign parts; and
seemed so highly entertained with my answers
that, in his cups, he shook me often by the hand'
pronounced me an honest fellow, and, in fine de-
sired our company at dinner next day in his 'own
house. My imagination was so much employed in
anticipating the happiness I was to enjoy next dav
that I slept very little that night

; but, rising early
in the morning, went to the place appointed, where
1 met my she-friend, and imparted to her my suc-
cess with the squire. She was very much pleased
at the occasion, which, she said, could not fail of
being agreeable to Narcissa, who, in spite of her
passion for me, had mentioned some scruples re-
lating to my true situation and character, which the
dehcacy of her sentiments suggested, and which she
believed I woidd find it necessary to remove, thouo-h
she did not know how. I was a good deal startled
at this insinuation, because I foresaw the difficulty
1 should find in barely doing myself justice ; for
although it never was my intention to impose myself
upon any woman, much less on Narcissa, as a man
of fortune, I laid claim to the character of a gentle-
man, by birth, education, and behaviour

; and yet
so unlucky had the circumstances of my life fallen
out, I should find it a very hard matter to make
good my pretensions even to these, especially to the
last, which was the most essential. Miss Williams
was as sensible as I of this my disadvantage but
comforted me with observing, that when once awoman had bestowed her affections on a man she
cannot help judging of him in all respects with a
partiality easily influenced in his favour. She re-
marked, that although some situations of my life
had been low, yet none of them had been infamous •

that my indigence had been the crime not of me
but ot fortune

; and that the miseries I had under-
gone, by improving the faculties both of mind and
body, qualified me the more for any dignified sta-
tion, and would of consequence recommend me to
the good graces of any sensible woman. She
therefore, advised me to be always open and unre-
served to the inquiries of my mistress, without
unnecessarily betraying the meanest occurrences ofmy fate, and trust to the strength of her love and
reflection for the rest. The sentiments of this
sensible young woman, on this as well as on almost
every other subject, perfectly agreed with mine

; Ithanked her for the care she took of my interests
and promising to behave myself according to her
direction we parted, after she had assured me that
1 might depend upon her best offices with her mis-
tress, and that she would from time to time com-
municate to me such intelligence as she should
procure relating to my flame. Having dressed
myself to the best advantage, I waited for the time
of dinner with the most fearful impatience

; and as
the hour drew nigh, my heart beat with such in-
creased velocity, and my spirits contracted such
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disorder, that I began to suspect my resolution, and

even to wish myself disengaged. At last Mr.

Freeman called at my lodgings, in his "way, and I

accompanied him to the house where all my hap-

piness was deposited. We were very kindly received

by the squire, who sat smoking his pipe in a parlour,

and asked if we chose to drink anything before din-

ner. Though I never had more occasion for a

cordial, I was ashamed to accept his offer, which

was also refused by my friend. We sat down, how-

ever, and entered into conversation, which lasted

half an hour, so that I had time to recollect myself;

and, so capricious were my thoughts, even to hope

that Narcissa would not appear—when all of a

sudden, a servant coming in, gave us notice that

dinner was upon the table—and my perturbation

returned with such violence, that I could scarce

conceal it from the company as I ascended the

staircase. When I entered the dining-room, the

first object that saluted my ravished eyes was the

divine Narcissa, blushing like Aurora, adorned with

all the graces that meekness, innocence, and beauty

can diffuse ! I was seized with a giddiness, my
knees tottered, and I scarce had strength enough

to perform the ceremony of salutation, when her

brother, slappingme on the shoulder, cried, " Measter

Eandan, that there is my sister." I approached

her with eagerness and fear ; but in the moment of

our embrace, my soul was agonized with rapture

!

It was a lucky circumstance for us both, that my
entertainer was not endued with an uncommon
stock of penetration ; for our mutual confusion was

so manifest, that Mr. Freeman perceived it, and as

we went home together, congratulated me on my
good fortune. But so far was Bruin from enter-

taining the least suspicion, that he encouraged me
to begin a conversation with my mistress in a lan-

guage unknown to him, by telling her, that he had

brought a gentleman who could jabber with her in

French and other foreign lingos, as fast as she

pleased ; then turning to me, said, " Odds bobs ! I

wish you would hold discourse with her in your

French or Italiano, and tell me if she understands

it as well as she would be thought to do—there's

her aunt and she will chatter together whole days

in it, and I can't have a mouthful of English for

love or money." I consulted the look ofmy amiable

mistress, and found her averse to his proposal, which

she declined with a sweetness of denial peculiar to

herself, as a piece of disrespect to that part of the

company which did not understand the language in

question. As I had the happiness of sitting oppo-

site to her, I feasted my eyes much more than my
palate, which she tempted in vain with the most

delicious bits carved by her fair hand, and recom-

mended by her persuasive tongue ; but all my other

appetites were swallowed up in the immensity of

my love, which I fed by gazing incessantly on the

delightful object. Dinner was scarce ended, when
the squire became very drowsy, and, after several

dreadful yawns, got up, stretched himself, took two

or three turns across the room, begged we would

allow him to take a short nap, and having laid a

strong injunction on his sister to detain us till his

return, went to his repose without further ceremony.

He had not been gone many minutes, when Free-

man, guessing the situation of my heart, and think-

ing he could not do me a greater favour than to

leave me alone with Narcissa, pretended to recollect

himself all of a sudden, and starting up, begged the

lady's pardon for half an hour, for he had luckily

remembered an engagement of some consequence,

that he must perform at that instant ; so saying, he

took his leave, promising to come back time enough

for tea, leaving my mistress and me in great con-

fusion. Now that I enjoyed an opportunity of dis-

closing the pantings of my soul, I had not power to

use it. I studied many pathetic declarations, but

when I attempted to give them utterance, my tongue

denied its office ; and she sat silent, with a downcast

look, full of anxious alarm, her bosom heaving with

expectation of some great event. At length I en-

deavoured to put an end to this solemn pause, and

began with, "It is very surprising, madam,"—Here

the sound dying away, I made a full stop—while

Narcissa starting, blushed, and, with a timid accent,

answered, " Sir ?" Confounded at this note of in-

terrogation, I pronounced, with the most sheepish

bashfulness, "Madam!" To which she replied,

" I beg pardon—I thought you had spoke to me."

Another pause ensued—I made another effort ; and

though my voice faltered very much at the begin-

ning, made shift to express myself in this manner

:

" I say, madam, 'tis very surprising that love should

act so inconsistent with itself, as to deprive its

votaries of the use of their faculties when they have

most need of them. Since the happy occasion of

being alone with you presented itself, I have made
many unsuccessful attempts to declare a passion for

the loveliest of her sex—a passion which took pos-

session of my souL while my cruel fate compelled

me to wear a servile disguise so unsuitable to my
birth, sentiments, and, let me add, my deserts ;

yet

favourable in one respect, as it furnished me with

opportunities of seeing and adoring your perfec-

tions. Yes, madam, it was then your dear idea

entered my bosom, where it has lived unimpaired

in the midst of numberless cares, and animated me
against a thousand dangers and calamities." While

I spoke thus, she concealed her face with her fan,

and when I ceased speaking, recovering herself

from the most beautiful confusion, told me, she

thought herself very much obliged by my favour-

able opinion of her, and that she was very sorry to

hear I had been unfortunate. Encouraged by this

gentle reply, I proceeded, owned myself sufficiently-

recompensed bv her kind compassion for what I

had undergone,"and declared that the future happi-

ness of my life depended solely upon her. " Sir,"

said she, " I should be very ungrateful, if, after the

signal protection you once afforded me, I should

refuse to contribute towards your happiness, in any

reasonable condescension." Transported at this

acknowledgment, I threw myself at her feet, and

begged she would regard my passion with a favour-

able eye. She was alarmed at my behaviour,

entreated me to rise, lest her brother should discover

me in that posture, and to spare her, for the present,

upon a subject for which she was altogether unpre-

pared. In consequence of this remonstrance, I

rose, assuring her I would rather die than disobey

her ; but in the mean time begged her to consider

how precious the minutes of this opportunity were,

and what restraint I put upon my inclinations in

sacrificing them to her desire. She smiled with

unspeakable sweetness, and said there would be no

want of opportunities, provided I could maintain

the good opinion her brother had conceived of me

;

and I, enchanted by her charms, seized her hand,

which I well nigh devoured with kisses. But she

checked my boldness with a severity of counte-

nance, and desired I would not so far forget myself
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fo her as to endanger the esteem she had for me

;

she reminded me of our being almost strangers to
each other, and of the necessity there was for her
knowing me better before she could take any reso-
lution in my favour

; and, in short, mingled so much
good sense and complacency in her reproof, that I
became as much enamoured of her understanding,
as I had been before of her beauty, and asked par-
don for my presumption with the utmost reverence
of conviction. She forgave my offence with her
usual affability ; and sealed my pardon with a look
so full of bewitching tenderness, that for some
minutes my senses were lost in ecstasy ! I after-

wards endeavoured to regulatemy behaviour accord-
ing to her desire, and turn the conversation upon a
more indifferent subject. But her presence was an
insurmountable obstacle to my design ; while I be-
held so much excellence, I found it impossible to
call my attention from the contemplation of it ! I
gazed with unutterable fondness ! I grew mad with
admiration! "My condition is insupportable!"
cried I, " I am distracted with passion ! why are
you so exquisitely fair ? Why are you so enchant-
ingly good ? Why has nature dignified you with
charms so much above the standard of women ?

and, wretch that I am, how dares my unworthiness
aspire to the enjoyment of such perfection ?"

She was startled at my ravings, reasoned down
my transport, and by her irresistible eloquence
soothed my soul into a state of tranquil felicity

;

but, lest I might suffer a relapse, industriously pro-
moted other subjects to entertain my imagination.
She chid me for having omitted to inquire about
her aunt, who, she assured me, in the midst of all
her absence of temper, and detachment from com-
mon affairs, often talked of me with uncommon
warmth. I professed my veneration for the good
lady, excused my omission, by imputing it to the
•violence of my love, which engrossed my whole
soul, and desired to know the situation of her health.
Upon which the amiable Narcissa repeated what I
had heard before, of her marriage, with all the ten-
derness for her reputation that the subject would
admit of; told me she lived with her husband hard
by, and was so much afflicted with the dropsy, and
wasted by a consumption, that she had small hopes
of her recovery. Having expressed my sorrow for
her distemper, I questioned her about my good
friend Mrs. Sagely, who I learned, to my great satis-
faction, was still in good health, and who had, by
the encomiums she bestowed upon me after I was
gone, confirmed the favourable impressions my be-
haviour at parting had made on Narcissa's heart.
The circumstance introduced an inquiry into the
conduct of Sir Timothy Thicket, who, she informed
me, had found means to incense her brother so much
against me, that she found it impossible to unde-
ceive him

; but, on the contrary, suffered very much
in her own character by his scandalous insinuations

;

that the whole parish was alarmed, and actually in
pursuit of me, so that she had been in the utmost
consternation upon my account, well knowing how
little my own innocence, and her testimony, would
have weighed with the ignorance, prejudice, and
brutality of those who must have judged me, had I
been apprehended. That Sir Timothy, having been
seized with a fit of apoplexy, from which, with
great difficulty, he was recovered, began to be ap-
prehensive of death, and to prepare himself accord-
ingly for that great event ; as a step to which he
sent for her brother, owned, with great contrition,

the brutal design he had upon her, and, of conse-
quence, acquitted me of the assault, robbery, and
correspondence with her, which he laid to my
charge

; after which confession, he lived about a
month in a languishing condition, and was carried
off by a second assault.

Every word that this dear creature spoke, riveted
the chains with which she held me enslaved. My
mischievous fancy began to work, and the tempest
of my passion to wake again, when the return of
Freeman destroyed the tempting opportunity, and
enabled me to quell the rising tumult. A little while
after, the squire staggered into the room, rubbing
his eyes, and called for his tea, which he drank out
of a small bowl, qualified with brandy, while we
took it in the usual way. Narcissa left us in order
to visit her aunt ; and when Freeman and I pro-
posed to take our leave, the fox-hunter insisted on
our spending the evening at his house with such
obstinacy of affection, that we were obliged to com-
ply. For my own part, I should have been glad of
the invitation, by which, in all likelihood, I should
be blessed with more of his sister's company, had I
not been afraid of risking her esteem, by entering
into a debauch of drinking with him, which, from
the knowledge of his character, I foresaw would
happen

; but there was no remedy. I was forced
to rely upon the strength of my constitution, which
I hoped would resist intoxication longer than the
squire's, and to trust to the good-nature and discre-
tion of my mistress for the rest.

Our entertainer, resolving to begin by times,
ordered the table to be furnished with liquor and
glasses immediately after tea; but we absolutely
refused to set in for drinking so soon, and prevailed
upon him to pass away an hour or two at whist, in
which we engaged as soon as Narcissa returned.
The savage and I happened to be partners at first

;

and as my thoughts were wholly employed in a
more interesting game, I played so ill, that he lost
all patience, swore bitterly, and threatened to call
for wine if they would not grant him another asso-
ciate. This desire was gratified, and Narcissa and
I were of a side ; he won, for the same reason that
made him lose before. I was satisfied, my lovely
partner did not repine, and the time slipped away
very agreeably, until we were told that supper was
served in another room.
The squire was enraged to find the evening so

unprofitably spent, and wreaked his vengeance ou
the cards, which he tore, and committed to the flames
with many execrations, threatening to make us re-
deem our loss with a large glass, and quick circu-
lation

; and, indeed, we had no sooner supped, and
my charmer withdrawn, than he began to put his
threats in execution. Three bottles of port (for he
drank no other sort of wine) were placed before us,
with as many water-glasses, which were immediately
filled to the brim, after his example, by each, out
of his respective allowance, and emptied in a trice,
to

_

the best in Christendom. Though I swallowed
this and the next as fast as the glass could be re-
plenished, without hesitation or show of reluctance,
I perceived that my brain would not be able to bear
many bumpers of this sort

; and, dreading the per-
severance of a champion who began with such
vigour, I determined to make up for the deficiency
ofmy strength by a stratagem, which I actually putm practice when the second course of bottles" was
called for. The wine being strong and heady, I
was already a good deal discomposed by the de-
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spatch we had made, Freeman's eyes began to reel,

and Bruin himself was elevated into a song, which
he uttered with great vociferation. When I, there-
fore, saw the second round brought in, I assumed a
gay air, entertained him with a French catch on
the subject of drinking, which, though he did not
understand it, delighted him highly, and telling

him that your choice spirits at Paris never troubled
themselves with glasses, asked if he had not a bowl
or cup in the house that would contain a whole
quart of wine. " Odds niggers 1" cried he, " I
have a silver caudle cup that holds just the quan-
tity, for all the world—fetch it hither, Nurnps."
The vessel being produced, I bade him decant his

bottle into it, which he having done, I nodded in a
very deliberate manner, and said, " Pledge you."
He stared at me for some time, and crying, " What

!

all at one pull, Measter Randan !" I answered,
" At one pull, sir

; you are no milk-sop—we shall

do you justice." " Shall you," said he, shaking
me by the hand, " odds then, I'll see it out, an't

were a mile to the bottom. Here's to our better

acquaintance, Measter Randan ;" so saying, he ap-
plied it to his lips, and emptied it in a breath. I

knew the effect of it would be almost instantaneous
;

therefore, taking the cup, began to discharge my
bottle into it, telling him he was now qualified to

drink with the Cham of Tartary. I had no sooner
pronounced these words, than he took umbrage at

them, and, after several attempts to spit, made shift

to stutter out, " A f—t for your Chams of T

—

Tartary !— a am a f—f—free-born Englishman,
worth th—three thousand a year, and v—value no
man, d—me !" Then, dropping his jaw, and fixing

his eyes, he hiccuped aloud, and fell upon the floor

as mute as a flounder. Mr. Freeman, heartily glad
at his defeat, assisted me in carrying him to bed,

where we left him to the care of his servants, and
went home to our respective habitations, congratu-
lating each other on our good fortune.

CHAPTER LVH.
Miss Williams informs me of Narcissa's approbation of my
Flame—I appease the Squire—Write to my Mistress, am
blessed with an Answer—Beg leave of her Brotherto Dance
with her at a Ball ; obtain his consent and hers—Enjoy a

private Conversation with her—Am. perplexed with Re-

flections—Have the honour of appearing her Partner at a

Ball—We are complimented by a certain Nobleman—He
discovers some symptoms of a passion for Narcissa—I am
stung with Jealousy—Narcissa alarmed, retires— I observe

Melinda in the Company— The Squire is captivated by

her Beauty.

I was met next morning, at the usual place, by
Miss Williams, who gave me joy of the progress

I had made in the affection of her mistress, and
blessed me with an account of that dear creature's

conversation with her, after she had retired the

night before from our company. I could scarce

believe her information, when she recounted her

expressions in my favour, so much more warm and

passionate were they than my most sanguine hopes

nad presaged ; and was particularly pleased to hear

that she approved of my behaviour to her brother

after she withdrew. Transported at the news
of my happiness, I presented my ring to the mes-
senger, as a testimony of my gratitude and satis-

faction ; but she was above such mercenary consi-

derations, and refused my compliment with some
resentment, saying she was not a little mortified to

see my opinion of her so low and contemptible. I

did myself a piece of justice by explaining my
behaviour on this head, and, to convince her of my
esteem, promised to be ruled by her directions in
the prosecution of the whole affair, which I had so
much at heart, that the repose of my life depended
upon the consequence.
As I fervently wished for another interview,

where I might pour out the effusions of my love
without danger of being interrupted, and perhaps
reap some endearing return from the queen of my
desires, I implored her advice and assistance in

promoting this event. But she gave me to under-
stand, that Narcissa would make no precipitate

compliances of this kind, and that I would do well
to cultivate her brother's acquaintance, in the
course of which I should not want opportunities of
removing that reserve which my mistress thought
herself obliged to maintain during the infancy of
our correspondence. In the mean time she pro-
mised to tell her lady, that I had endeavoured, by
presents and persuasions, to prevail upon her (Miss
Williams) to deliver a letter from me, which she
had refused to charge herself with, until she would
know Narcissa's sentiments of the matter ; and said,

by these means she did not doubt of being able to

open a literary communication between us, which
could not fail of introducing more intimate con-
nexions.

I approved of her counsel, and our appointment
being renewed for next day, left her with an intent

of falling upon some method of being reconciled to

the squire, who, I supposed, would De offended with
the trick we had put upon him. With this view,

I consulted Freeman, who, from his knowledge of
the fox-hunter's disposition, assured me there was
no other method of pacifying him, than that of

sacrificing ourselves, for one night to an equal

match with him in drinking. This expedient, I

found myself necessitated to comply with, for the

interest of my passion, and therefore determined to

commit the debauch at my own lodgings, that I

might run no risk of being discovered by Narcissa

in a state of brutal degeneracy. Mr. Freeman,
who was to be of the party, went at my desire to

the squire, in order to engage him
, while I took care

to furnish myself for his reception. My invitation

was accepted, my guests honoured me with their

company in the evening, when Bruin gave me to

understand that he had drank many tuns of wine
in his life, but was never served such a trick as I

had played upon him the night before. I promised

to atone for my trespass, and having ordered to

every man his bottle, began the contest with a

bumper to the health of Narcissa. The toasts cir-

culated with great devotion, the liquor began to

operate, our mirth grew noisy, and as Freeman and
I had the advantage of drinking small French
claret, the savage was effectually tamed before our

senses were in the least affected, and carried home
in an apoplexy of drunkenness.

I was next morning, as usual, favoured with a

visit from my kind and punctual confidant, who
telling me she was permitted to receive my letters

for her mistress, I took up the pen immediately,

and following the first dictates of my passion,

wrote as follows

:

Dear Madam,—Were it possible for the powers of utter-

ance to reveal the soft emotions of my soul ; the fond anxiety,

the glowing hopes, the chilling fears, that rule my breast by

turns; I should need no other witness than this paper, to

evince the purity and ardour of that flame your charms have

kindled in my heart. ;But, alas ! expression wrongs my
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love! I am inspired with conceptions that no language can
convey! Your beauty fills me with wonder! your under-
standing with ravishment, and your goodness with adora-
tion ! I am transported with desire, distracted with doubts,
and tortured w ith impatience ! Suffer me then, lovely arbi-
tress of my fate, to approach you in person, to breathe in
soft murmurs my passion to your ear, to offer the sacrifice

of a heart overflowing with the most genuine and disinter-
ested love ; to gaze with ecstasy on the divine object of my
wishes, to hear the music of her enchanting tongue ; and to
rejoice in her smiles of approbation, which will banish the
most intolerable suspense from the bosom of,

" Your enraptured "R R ."

Having finished this effusion, I committed it to
the care of my faithful friend, with an injunction
to second my entreaty with all her eloquence and
influence; and in the mean time went to dress,
with an intention of visiting Mrs. Snapper and
Miss, whom I had utterly Neglected, and indeed
almost forgot, since my dear Narcissa had resumed
the empire of my soul. The old gentlewoman
received me very kindly, and Miss affected a frank-
ness and gaiety, which, however, I could easily
perceive were forced and dissembled

; among other
things, she pretended to joke me upon my passion
for Narcissa, which she averred was no secret, and
asked if I intended to dance with her at the next
assembly. I was a good deal concerned to find
myself become the town-talk on this subject, lest
the squire, having notice of my inclinations, should
disapprove of them, and, by breaking off all cor-
respondence with me, deprive me of the opportu-
nities I now enjoyed. But I resolved to use the
interest I had with him, while it lasted ; and that
very night meeting him occasionally, asked his
permission to solicit her company at the ball, which
he very readily granted, to my inexpressible sa-
tisfaction.

Having been kept awake the greatest part of the
night by a thousand delightful reveries that took
possession of my fancy, I got up by times, and
flying to the place of rendezvous, had in a little
time the pleasure of seeing Miss Williams approach
with a smile on her countenance, which, I inter-
preted into a good omen. Neither was I mistaken
in my presage. She presented me with a letter
from the idol of my soul, which, after having kissed
it devoutly, I opened with the utmost eagerness,
and was blessed with her approbation in these
terms

:

" Sir.—To say I look upon you with'indifference, would be
a piece of dissimulation, which I think no decorum requires,
and no custom can justify. As my heart never felt an im-
pression that my tongue was ashamed to declare, 1 will not
scruple to own myself pleased witli your passion, confi-
dent of your integrity, and so well convinced of my own dis-
cretion, that I should not hesitate in granting you the inter-
view you desire, were I not overawed by the prying
curiosity of a malicious world, the censure of which might
be fatally prejudicial to the reputation of

" Your Naucissa."

No anchorite in the ecstasy of devotion ever
adored a relique with more fervour than that with
which I kissed this inimitable proof ofmy charmer's
candour, generosity, and affection ! I read it over
an hundred times; was ravished with her con-
fession in the beginning; but the subscription of
Your Aarassa, yielded me such delight as I had
never felt before. My happiness was still increased
by Miss Williams, who blessed me with a repetition
of her lady's tender expressions in my favour, when
she received and read my letter. In short, I had
all the reason m the world to believe that this gen-
tle creature's bosom was possessed by a passion for

me, as warm, though perhaps not so impetuous, as
mine for her.

I informed my friend of the squire's consent to
my dancing with Narcissa at the ball, and desired
her to tell her mistress, that I would do myself the
honour of visiting her in the afternoon, in conse-
quence of his permission, when I hoped to find her
as indulgent as her brother had been complaisant
in that particular. Miss Williams expressed a good
deal of joy, at hearing I was so much in favour
with the fox-hunter, and ventured to assure me, that
my visit would be very agreeable to my mistress,
the rather, because Bruin was engaged to dine
abroad. This was a circumstance, which, I scarce
need say, pleased me. I went immediately to the
Long-room, where I found him, and affecting to
know nothing of the engagement, told him, I would
do myself the pleasure to wait upon him in the af-
ternoon, and to present his sister with a ticket for
the ball. He shook me by the hand, according to
custom, and giving me to understand that he was
to dine abroad, desired me to go and drink tea with
Narcissa notwithstanding, and promised to prepare
her for my visit in the mean time.
Every thing succeeding thus to my wish, I waited

with incredible impatience for the time, which no
sooner arrived, than I hastened to the scene, which
my fancy had pre-occupied long before. I was in-
troduced accordingly to the dear enchantress, whom
I found accompanied by Miss Williams, who, on
pretence of ordering tea, retired at my approach.
This favourable accident, which alarmed my whole
soul, disordered her also. I found myself actuated
by an irresistible impulse ; I advanced to her with
eagerness and awe, and, profiting by the confusion
that prevailed over her, clasped the fair angel in my
arms, and imprinted a glowing kiss upon her lips,

more soft and fragrant than the dewy rose-bud just
bursting from the stem ! Her face was in an instant
covered with blushes— her eyes sparkled with re-
sentment—I threw myself at her feet, and implored
her pardon. Her love became advocate in my
cause

; her look softened into forgiveness ; she
raised me up, and chid me with so much sweetness
of displeasure, that I should have been tempted to
repeat the offence, had not the coming in of a ser-
vant with the tea-board prevented my presumption.
While we were subject to be interrupted or over-
heard, we conversed about the approaching ball, at
which she promised to grace me as a partner ; but
when the equipage was removed, and we were left
alone, I resumed the more interesting theme, and
expressed myself with such transport and agitation,
that my mistress, fearing I would commit some ex-
travagance, rung the bell for her maid, whom she
detained in the room, as a check upon my vivacity.
I was not sorry for this precaution, because I could
unbosom myself without reserve before Miss Wil-
liams, who was the confidant of us both. I there-
fore gave a loose to the inspirations of my passion,
which operated so successfully upon the tender af-
fections of Narcissa, that she laid aside the con-
straint she had hitherto wore, and blessed me with
the most melting declaration of her mutual flame !

It was impossible for me to forbear taking the ad-
vantage of this endearing condescension. She now
gently yielded to my embraces

; while I, encircling
all that I held dear within my arms, tasted in ad-
vance the joys of that paradise I hoped in a little
time wholly to possess ! We spent the afternoonm all the ecstasy of hope, that the most fervent
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love, exchanged by mutual vows could inspire ;

and Miss Williams •was so much affected with our
chaste caresses, which recalled the sad remembrance
of what she was, that her eyes were filled with tears.

The evening being pretty far advanced, I forced

myself from the dear object of my flame, who in-

dulged me in a tender embrace at parting ; and re-

pairing to my lodgings, communicated to my friend

Strap every circumstance of my happiness, which
filled him with so much pleasure, that it ran over at

his eyes ; and he prayed heartily, that no envious
devil might, as formerly, dash the cup of blessing

from my lip. When I reflected on what had hap-
pened, and especially on the unreserved protesta-

tions of Narcissa's love, I could not help being
amazed at her omitting to inquire into the par-

ticular circumstances of the life and fortune of one
whom she had favoured with her affection, and I

began to be a little anxious about the situation of
her finances, well knowing that I should do an ir-

reparable injury to the person my soul held most
dear, if I should espouse her, without being able to

support her in the rank which was certainly her
due. I had heard indeed, while I served her
aunt, that her father had left her a considerable

sum ; and that every body believed she would in-

herit the greatest part of her kinswoman's dowry

;

but I did not know how far she might be restricted

by the old gentleman's will, in the enjoyment of
what he left her ; and I was too well informed of
the virtuoso's late conduct, to think my mistress

could have any expectations from that quarter. I
confided, however, in the good sense and policy of
my charmer, who, I was sure, would not consent
to unite her fate with mine, before she had fully

considered and provided for the consequence.
The ball-night being arrived, I dressed myself in

a suit I had reserved for some grand occasion ; and
having drank tea with Narcissa and her brother,

conducted my angel to the scene, where she in

a moment eclipsed all her female competitors for

beauty, and attracted the admiration of the whole
assembly. My heart dilated with pride on this oc-
casion, and my triumph rejected all bounds, when,
after we had danced together, a certain nobleman,
remarkable for his figure and influence in the beau
monde, came up, and in the hearing of all present,

honoured us with a very particular compliment,
upon our accomplishments and appearance. But
this transport was soon checked, when I perceived
his Lordship attach himself with great assiduity to

my mistress, and say some warm things, which, I

thought, favoured too much of passion. It was
then I began to feel the pangs of jealousy— I

dreaded the power and address of my rival—

I

sickened at his discourse ; when she opened her
lips to answer, my heart died within me. When
she smiled, I felt the pains of the d—d ! I was en-

raged at his presumption ; I cursed her complais-
ance ; at length he quitted her, and went to the

other side of the room. Narcissa suspecting no-
thing of the rage that inflamed me, put some ques-
tions to me, as soon as he was gone, to which I

made no reply, but assumed a grim look, which too

well denoted the agitation of my breast, and sur-

prised her not a little. She no sooner observed
my emotion, than she changed colour, and asked
what ailed me ? but before I could make answer,
her brother pulling me by the sleeve, bade me take
notice of a lady who sat fronting us, whom I im-
mediately, to my vast astonishment, distinguished

to be Melinda, accompanied by her mother, and
an elderly gentleman, whom I did not know.
" Wounds ! Mr. Randan," cried the squire, " is she
not a delicate piece of stuff? 'Sdeath ! I have a good
mind—if I thought she was a single person "—Not-
withstanding the perplexity Iwas in, Ihad reflection

enough to foresee that my passion might suffer

greatly by the presence of this lady, who in all

probability would revenge herself upon me for

having formerly disgraced her, by spreading re-

ports to my prejudice. I was therefore alarmed at

these symptoms of the squire's admiration ; and
for some time did not know what reply to make,
when he asked my opinion of her beauty. At
length I came to a determination, and told him that

her name was Melinda, that she had a fortune of
ten thousand pounds, and was said to be under pro-

mise of marriage to a certain lord, who deferred
his nuptials a few months, until he should be of
age. I thought this piece of intelligence, which I

had myself invented, would have hindered him ef-

fectually from entertaining any farther thoughts of
her ; but I was egregiously mistaken. The fox-
hunter had too much self-sufficiency, to despair of
success against any competitor on earth. He there-

fore made light of her engagement, saying, with a
smile of self-approbation, " Mayhap she will change
her mind—what signifies his being a lord ? I think
myself as good a man as e'er a lord in Christendom

;

—and IH see if a commoner worth three thousand
a year won't serve her turn." This determination
startled me not a little. I knew he would soon dis-

cover the contrary of what I advanced ; and as I

believed he would find her ear open to his addresses,

did not doubt of meeting with every obstacle in

my amour that her malice could invent, and her
influence execute. This reflection increased my
chagrin. My vexation was evident. Narcissa in-

sisted on going home immediately ; and as I led

her to the door, her noble admirer, with a look full

of languishment, directed to her a profound bow,
which stung me to the soul. Before she went into

the chair, she asked, with an appearance of con-

cern, what was the matter with me ? and I could

pronounce no more than, " By heaven ! I'm dis-

tracted."

CHAPTER LVLU.

Tortured with Jealousy, I go home and ahuse Strap—Re-

ceive a Message from Narcissa, in consequence of which I

hasten to her ApartmePt, where her endearing assurances

banish all my doubts and apprehensions—In my Retreat

discover somebody in the dark, whom, suspecting to be a

Spy, I resolve to kill; but, to my great surprise, am con-

vinced of his being no other than Strap—Melinda slanders

me—I become acquainted with Lord Quiverwit, who
endeavours to sound me with regard to Narcissa—The
Squire is introduced to his Lordship, and gTows cold

towards me—I learn from my Confidant, that this Noble-

man professes honourable Love to my Mistress, who con-

tinues faithful to me, notwithstanding the scandalous

Reports she has heard to my Prejudice—I am mortified

with an assurance that her whole Fortune depends upon

the pleasure of her Brother—Mr. Freeman condoles me
on the decline of my Character, which I vindicate so much
to his satisfaction, that he undertakes to combat Fame in

my behalf.

Having uttered this exclamation, at which she

sighed, I went home in the condition of a frantic

bedlamite ; and finding the fire in my apartment

almost extinguished, vented my fury upon poor



Strap, -whose ear I pinched with such violence, that
he roared hideously with pain, and, when I quitted
my hold, looked so foolishly aghast, that no un-
concerned spectator could have seen hiin, without
being seized with an immoderate fit of laughter.
It is true, I was soon sensible of the injury I had
done, and asked pardon for the outrage I had com-
mitted

;
upon which my faithful valet, shaking his

head, said, " I forgive you, and may God forgive
you." But he could not help shedding some tears
at my unkindness. I felt unspeakable remorse for
what I had done, cursed my own ingratitude, and
considered his tears as a reproach that my soul, in
her present disturbance, could not bear. It set all
my passions into a ferment, I swore horrible oaths
without meaning or application, I foamed at the
mouth, kicked the chairs about the room, and
played abundance of mad pranks, that frightened
my friend almost out of his senses. At length my
transport subsided, I became melancholy, and wept
insensibly.

During this state of dejection, I was surprised
with the appearance of Miss Williams, whom Strap,
blubbering all the while, had conducted into the
chamber, without giving me previous notice of her
approach. She was extremely affected with my
condition, which she had learned from him, begged
me to moderate my passion, suspend my conjec-
tures, and follow her to Narcissa, who desired to
see me forthwith. That dear name operated upon
me like a charm

! I started up, and without open-
ing my lips, was conducted into her apartment
through the garden, which we entered by a private
door. I found the adorable creature in tears !—

I

was melted at the sight—we continued silent for
some time—my heart was too full to speak—her
snowy bosom heaved with fond resentment ; at last
she sobbing cried, " What have I done to disoblige
you?" My heart was pierced with the tender
question !—I drew near with the utmost reverence
of affection !—I fell upon my knees before her, and
kissing her hand, exclaimed, "0! thou art all
goodness and perfection !—I am undone by want
of merit !—I am unworthy to possess thy charms,
which heaven hath destined for the arms of some
more favoured being." She guessed the cause of
my disquiet, upbraided me gently for my suspicion,
and gave me such flattering assurances of her
eternal fidelity, that all my doubts and fears for-
sook me, and peace and satisfaction reigned within
my breast.

At midnight I left the fair nymph to her repose,
and being let out by Miss Williams, at the garden
gate by which I entered, began to explore my way
homeward in the dark, when I heard at my back a
noise like that of a baboon when he mews and
chatters. I turned instantly, and perceiving some-
thing black, concluded I was discovered by some
spy employed to watch for that purpose. Aroused
at this conjecture, by which the reputation of the
virtuous Narcissa appeared in jeopardy, I drew my
sword, and would have sacrificed him to her fame,
had not the voice of Strap restrained my arm. It
was with great difliculty he could pronounce,
" D

—

d—d° ! mum—um—urn—murder me, if you
please." Such an effect had the cold upon his
jaws, that his teeth rattled like a pair of castanets
Pleased to be thus undeceived, I laughed at
his consternation, and asked what brought him
thither? Upon which he gave me to under-
stand, that 1ns concern for me had induced him to
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follow me to that place, wnere the same reason had
detained him till now ; and he frankly owned, that,
in spite of the esteem he had for Miss Williams, he
began to be very uneasy about me, considering the
disposition in which I went abroad, and if 1 had
staid much longer, would have certainly alarmed
the neighbourhood in my behalf. The knowledge
of this his intention confounded me ! I represented
to him the mischievous consequences that would
have attended such a rash action, and cautioning
him severely against any such design for the future,
concluded my admonition, with an assurance, that,
in case he should ever act so madly, I would, with-
out hesitation, put him to death. " Have a little
patience," cried he, in a lamentable tone, " your
displeasure will do the business, without your com-
mitting murder." I was touched with this re-
proach

; and, as soon as we got home, made it my
business to appease him, by explaining the cause of
that transport during which I had used him so
unworthily.

Next day, when I went into the Long Boom, I
observed several whispers circulate all of a sudden,
and did not doubt that Melinda had been busy with
my character

; but I consoled myself with the love
of Narcissa, upon which I rested with the most
perfect confidence, and going up to the rowly-
powly table, won a few pieces from my suspected
rival, who, with an easy politeness, entered into
conversation with me, and desiring my company at
the coffeehouse, treated me with tea and chocolate.
I remembered Strutwell, and guarded against his
insinuating behaviour ; nor was my suspicion wrong
placed

; he artfully turned the discourse upon Nar-
cissa, and endeavoured, by hinting at an intrigue
he pretended to be engaged in elsewhere, to learn
what connexion there was between her and me.
But all his finesse was ineffectual ; I was convinced
of his dissimulation, and gave such general answers
to his inquiries, that he was forced to drop the
subject, and talk of something else.

While we conversed in this manner, the savage
came in with another gentleman, who introduced
him to his Lordship; and he was received with
such peculiar marks of distinction, that I was per-
suaded the courtier intended to use him in some
shape or other ; and from thence I drew an unlucky
omen. But I had more cause to be dismayed the
following day, when I saw the squire in company
with Melinda and her mother, who honoured me
with several disdainful glances ; and when I after-
wards threw myself in his way, instead of the
cordial shake of the hand, he returned my salute
with a cold repetition of " Servant, servant ;" which
he pronounced with such indifference, or rather
contempt, that, if he had not been Narcissa's bro-
ther, I shoidd have affronted him in public.

These occurrences disturbed me not a little. I
foresaw the brooding storm, and armed myself
with resolution for the occasion; but Narcissa
being at stake, I was far from being resigned. I
could have renounced every other comfort of life
with some degree of fortitude ; but the prospect of
losing her disabled all my philosophy, and tortured
my soul into madness.

Miss Williams found me next morning full of
anxious tumult, which did not abate, when she told
me, that my Lord Quiverwit, having professed
honourable intentions, had been introduced to my
lovely mistress by her brother, who had, at the
same tmie, from the information of Melinda, spoke

k 2



132 THE ADVENTURES OF

of me as an Irish fortune-hunter, without either

birth or estate ; who supported myself in the

appearance of a gentleman by sharping and other
infamous practices ; and who was of such an ob-
scure origin, that I did not even know my own
extraction. Though I expected all this malice, I

could not hear it with temper, especially as truth

was so blended with falsehood in the assertion, that

it would be almost impossible to separate the one
from the other in my vindication. But I said

nothing on this head, being impatient to know how
Narcissa had been affected with the discovery.

That generous creature, far from believing these

imputations, was no sooner withdrawn with her
confidant, than she inveighed with great warmth
against the malevolence of the world, to which only
she ascribed the whole of what had been said to

my disadvantage ; and calling every circumstance
of my behaviour to her into review before her,

found every thing so polite, honourable, and disin-

terested, that she could not harbour the least doubt
of my being the gentleman I assumed. " I have
indeed," said she, " purposely forbore to ask the

particulars of his life, lest the recapitulation of
some misfortunes, which lie has undergone, should
give him pain : and. as to the article of his fortune,

I own myself equally afraid of inquiring into it,

and of discovering the situation of my own, lest we
should find ourselves both unhappy in the ex-
planation ; for alas ! my provision is conditional,

and depends entirely on my marrying with my
brother's consent."

I was thunderstruck with this intelligence ; the

light forsook my eyes, the colour vanished from
my cheeks, and I remained in a state of universal

trepidation ! My female friend perceiving my dis-

order, encouraged me with assurances of Narcissa's

constancy, and the hope of some accident favourable

to our love
; and, as a further consolation, gave me

to understand, that she had acquainted my mistress

with the outlines of my life ; and that, although she

was no stranger to the present low state of my
finances, her love and esteem were rather increased

than diminished by the knowledge of my circum-
stances. I was greatly comforted by this assurance,

which saved me a world of confusion and anxiety :

for I must have imparted my situation one day to

Narcissa; and this task I could not have performed
without shame and disorder.

As I did not doubt that, by this time, the scan-

dalous aspersions of Melinda were diffused all over

the town, I resolved to collect my whole strength

of assurance, to brow-beat the efforts of her malice,

and to publish her adventure with the frenchified

barber, by way of reprisal. In the mean time, having

promised to be at the garden gate about midnight,

Miss Williams took her leave, bidding me repose

myself entirely on the affection ofmy dear Narcissa,

which was as perfect as inviolable. Before I went
abroad, I was visited by Freeman, who came on
purpose to inform me of the infamous stories that

were raised at my expense. I heard them with

great temper, and in my turn disclosed every thing

that had happened between Melinda and me ; and,

among other circumstances, entertained him with

the story of the barber, letting him know what
share his friend Banter had in that affair : he was
convinced of the injury my reputation had suffered,

and no longer doubting the fountain from whence
this deluge of slander had flowed upon me, under-

took to undeceive the town in my behalf, and roll

the stream back upon its source ; but, in the mean
time, cautioned me from appearing in public while
the prepossession was so strong against me, lest I
should meet with some affront that might have bad
consequences.

CHAPTER LIX.

I receive an extraordinary Message at the Door of the Long-
Room, which I however enter, and affront the Squire, who
threatens to take the Law of me—Rebuke Melinda for her

Malice—She weeps with Vexation—Lord Quiverwit is

severe upon me—I retort his Sarcasm—Am received with

the utmost Tenderness by Narcissa, who desires to hear

the Story of my Life—We vow eternal Constancy to one

another—I retire—Am waked by a Messenger, who brings

a Challenge from Quiverwit, whom I meet, engage, and
vanquish.

I thanked him for his advice, which, howevel
my pride and resentment would not permit me to

follow ; for he no sooner left me, in order to do
justice to my character among his friends and
acquaintance, than I sallied out, and went directly

to the Long-room. I was met at the door by a
servant, who presented to me a billet without a

subscription, importing that my presence was dis-

agreeable to the company, and desiring I would
take the hint without further disturbance, and bestow
myself elsewhere for the future. This peremptory
message filled me with indignation. I followed the

fellow who delivered it, and seizing him by the

collar, in presence of all the company, threatened

to put him instantly to death if he did not discover

the scoundrel who had charged him with such an
impudent commission, that I might punish him as he
deserved. The messenger, affrighted at my menaces
and furious looks, fell upon his knees, and told me,
that the gentleman who ordered him to deliver the

letter was no other than Narcissa's brother, who, at

that time, stood at the other end of the room,
talking to Melinda. I went up to him immediately,

and. in the hearing of his inamorata, accosted him
in these words, " Look'ee, squire, was it not for one
consideration that protects you from my resentment,

I would cane you where you stand, for having had
the presumption to send me this scurrilous inti-

mation ;" which I tore to pieces, and threw in his

face : at the same time, darting an angry regard at

his mistress, I told her, I was sorry she had put it

out of my power to compliment her upon her in-

vention, but at the expense of her good nature and
veracity. Her admirer, whose courage never rose but

in proportion to the wine he had swallowed, instead

of resenting my address in what is called an honour-

able wajr
, threatened to prosecute me for an assault,

and took witnesses accordingly ; while she, piqued

at his pusillanimous behaviour, and enraged at the

sarcasm I had uttered against her, endeavoured to

make her quarrel a public cause, and wept aloud

with spite and vexation. The tears of a lady could

not fail of attracting the notice and concern of the

spectators, to whom she complained of my rudeness

with great bitterness, saying, if she was a man, I

durst not use her so. The greatest part of the

gentlemen, already prejudiced against me, were
offended at the liberty I had taken, as appeared

from their looks ; though none of them signified

their disgust in any other way, except my Lord
Quiverwit, who ventured to say, with a sneer, that

I was in the right to establish my own character, of

which he had now no longer any doubt. Nettled at
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tins severe equivoque, which raised a laugh at my
expense, I replied with some warmth, " I am proud
of having in that particular got the start of your
lordship." He made no answer to my repartee, but,

with a contemptuous smile, walked off, leaving me
in a very disagreeable situation. In vain did I

make up to several people of my acquaintance,

whose conversation, I hoped, would banish my
confusion

;
every body shunned me like a person

infected, and 1 should not have been able to bear my
disgrace, had not the idea of the ever-faithful and
fond Narciss.v come to my relief. I quitted the

scene of my mortification, and sauntering about
the town, happened to wake from my contemplation,

when I found myself just opposite to a toy -shop,

which I entered, and purchased a ring set with a
ruby in the form of a heart, surrounded by diamond
sparks, for which I paid ten guineas, intending it

for a present to the charmer of my soul.

I w:as introduced, at the hour appointed, to this

divine creature, who, notwithstanding what she had
heard to my disadvantage, received me with the

utmost confidence and tenderness; and having been
informed of the general sketches of my life by
Miss Williams, expressed a desire of knowing the

particular circumstances, which I related with great

candour, omitting, however, some things, that I

concluded altogether improper for her ear, and
which the reader's reflection will easily suggest.

As my story was little else than a recital of mis-
fortunes, the tear of sympathy ceased not to trickle

down her enchanting eyes during the whole of the

narration, which when I had finished, she recom-
pensed me for my trouble with the most endearing
protestations of eternal love. She bewailed her
restricted condition, as it was the means of retarding
my happiness; told me that Lord Quiverwit, by
her brother's permission, had been to drink tea with
her that very afternoon, and actually proposed
marriage ; and seeing me extremely affected with
this piece of information, offered to give me a
convincing proof of her affection, by espousing me
in private, and leaving the rest to fate. I was
penetrated with this instance of her regard, but that

I might not be outdone in generosity, resisted the

bewitching temptation, in consideration of her
j

honour and interest ; at the same time, I presented
my ring as a pledge of my inviolable attachment,
and on my knees implored Heaven to shower its

curses on my head, if ever my heart should entertain

one thought unworthy of the passion I then avowed.
She received my token, gave me in return her
picture in miniature, exquisitely drawn, and set in

gold ; and in the same posture called Heaven to

witness, and to judge her flame. Our vows being
thus reciprocally breathed, a confidence of hope
ensued, and our mutual fondness becoming as
intimate as innocence would allow, I grew insensible
of the progress of time, and it was morning before
I could tear myself from this darling of my soul !

—

My good angel foresaw what would happen, and
permitted me to indulge myself on this occasion,
in consideration of the fatal absence I was doomed
to suffer.

I went to bed immediately on my return to my
lodging, and having slept about two hours, was
waked by Strap, who, in great confusion, told me,
there was a footman below with a letter, which he
would deliver to nobody but myself. Alarmed at

this piece of news, I desired my friend to show
him up to my chamber, and received the follow-

ing letter, which, he said, required an immediate
answer.

" Sin—When any man injures my honour, let the differ-

ence of rank between us be ever so great, i am contented to
waive the privilege ofmy quality, and to seek reparation lrom
him on equal terms. The insolence of your reply to me yes-
terday in ihe Long room I might have overlooked, had rot
your presumptive emulation in a much more interesting
aff.iir, and a discovery which I made this morning, concurred
in persuading me to chastise your audacity with my sword.
If you, therelore, have spirit enough to support the character
you assume, you will not fail to follow the bearer imme-
diately to a convenient place, where you shall he met by

" Quiverwit."

Whether I was enervated by the love and favour
of Narcissa, or awed by the superior station of my
antagonist, I know not, but I never had less incli-

nation to fight than at this time. However, finding

there was a necessity for vindicating the reputation
of my mistress, as well as for asserting my own
honour, I forthwith rose, and dressing in a hurry,
put on my sword, bade Strap attend me, and set

out with my conductor, cursing my bad fortune all

the way for having been observed in my return from
my angel ; for so I interpreted his lordship's dis-

covery. When I came within sight of my rival,

his lacquey told me he had orders to stop ; upon
which, I commanded Strap to halt also, while I

walked forward, resolving, if possible, to come to

an explanation with my challenger before we should
come to battle. Nor was an opportunity wanting

;

for I no sooner approached, than he asked, with a
stern countenance, what business I had in Mr.
Topehall's garden so early in the morning ? " I

don't know, my lord," said I, " how to answer a
question put to me with such magisterial haughti-
ness. If your lordship will please to expostidate
calmly, you will have no cause to repent of your
condescension

; otherwise, lam not to be intimidated
into any confession." " There is no room for de-
nial," answered he ;

" I saw you come out with my
own eyes." " Did any other person see me ?" said
I. " I neither know, nor care," said he ; "I want
no other evidence than that of my own senses."
Pleased to hear that the suspicion was confined to

him alone, I endeavoured to appease his jealousy,
by owning an intrigue with the waiting-maid ; but
he had too much discernment to be so easily im-
posed upon, and told me there was only one way to
convince him of the truth of what I alleged, which
was no other than renouncing all claim to Narcissa
upon oath, and promising, upon honour, never to
speak to her for the future. Exasperated at this

proposal, I unsheathed my sword, saying, " Hea-
vens ! what title have you, or any man on earth,
to impose such terms on me !" He did the same,
and making towards me with a contracted brow,
said, I was a villain, and had dishonoured Narcissa.
" He's a scandalous villain," I replied, in a transport
of fury, " who brands me with that imputation !

She is a thousand times more chaste than the mo-
ther that bore you ; and I will assert her honour
with my heart's blood !" So saying, I rushed upon
him with more eagerness than address, and endea-
vouring to get within his point, received a wound
in my neck, which redoubled my rage. He excel-
led me in temper as well as in skill, by which means
he parried my thrusts with great calmness, until I

had almost exhausted my spirits; and when he
perceived me beginning to flag, attacked me fiercely
in his turn. Finding himself, however, better op-
posed than he expected, he resolved to follow his
longe, and close with me ; accordingly, his sword
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entered my waistcoat, on the side of the breast bone,
and running up between my shirt and skin, ap-
peared over my shoulder. I imagined that his
weapon had perforated my lungs, and, of conse-
quence, that the wound was mortal

; therefore,
determined not to die unrevenged, I seized his shell,

which was close to my breast, before he could dis-
entangle his point, and keeping it fast with my left

hand, shortened my own sword with my right, in-

tending to run him through the heart ; but he
received the thrust in the left arm, which penetrated
up to the shoulder-blade. Disappointed in this ex-
pectation, and afraid still that death would frustrate
my revenge, I grappled with him, and, being much
the stronger, threw him upon the ground, where I

wrested his sword out of his hand ; and so great
was my confusion, instead of turning the point upon
him, struck out three of his fore teeth with the hilt.

In the mean time, our servants seeing us fall, ran
up to separate and assist us ; but, before their ap-
proach, I was upon my feet, and had discovered
that my supposed mortal wound was only a slight
scratch. The knowledge of my own safety dis-

armed me of a good deal of my resentment, "and I

began to inquire with some concern into the situa-

tion of my antagonist, who remained on the ground
bleeding plentifully at his mouth and arm ; I helped
his footman to raise him, and having bound up his

wound with my handkerchief, assured him it was
not dangerous ; I likewise restored his sword, and
offered to support him to his house. He thanked
me with an air of sullen dignity, and whispering
that I should hear froni him soon, went away, lean-
ing on his servant's shoulder.

I was surprised at this promise, which I con-
strued into a threat ; and resolved, if ever he should
call me out again, to use whatever advantage for-

tune might give me over him in another manner.
In the mean time, I had leisure to take notice of
Strap, who seemed quite stupified with horror. I
comforted him with an assurance that I had re-

ceived no damage, and explained the nature of this

affair as we walked homeward. By the time I had
got into my apartment, I found the wound in my
neck stiff and uneasy, and a good deal of clotted

blood run down upon my shirt. Upon which, I

pulled off my coat and waistcoat, and unbuttoned
my collar, that I might dress it with more ease.

My friend no sooner perceived my shirt quite dyed
with blood, than imagining I had got at least twenty-
thousand wounds, he cried, " 0 Jesus !" and fell

flat on the floor. I stopped the bleeding with a
little dry lint, and applying a plaster over it, cleansed
myself from the gore, shifted and dressed, while he
lay senseless at my feet ; so that, when he recovered,
and saw me perfectly well, he could scarce believe
his own eyes. Now that the danger was past, I

was very well pleased with what had happened,
hoping that it would soon become known, and, con-
sequently, dignify my character not a little in this

place. I was also proud of having shown myself,
in some shape, worthy the love of Narcissa, who, I

was persuaded, would not think the worse of me for

what I had done.

CHAPTER LX.
I am visited by Freeman, with whom I appear in Public, and
am caressed—Am sent for by Lord Quiverwit, whose Pre-
sence I quit in a Passion—Narcissa is carried off by her
Brother— 1 intend to pursue him, and am dissuaded by

my Friend—Engage in Play, and lose all my Money—Set
out for London—Try my Fortune at the Gaming-table
without Success— Receive a Letter from Narcissa—Bilk

my Tailor.

While I entertained myself with these reflections,

the news of the duel being communicated by some
unknown channel, spread all over the town. I was
visited by Freeman, who testified his surprise at
finding me ; for he was told that Lord Quiverwit
being dead of his wounds, I had absconded, in order
to avoid the cognizance of the law. I asked, if

people guessed the occasion of the quarrel
; and,

understanding it was attributed to his lordship's
resentment of my reply in the Long-room, confirm-
ed that conjecture, glad to find Narcissa unsus-
pected. My friend, after I had assured him that
my antagonist was in no danger, wished me joy of
the event, than which, he said, nothing could hap-
pen more opportunely to support the idea he had
given of my character to his friends, among whom
he had been very assiduous in my behalf.

On the strength of this assurance, I went with
him to the coffeehouse, where I was saluted by a
great many of those very persons who had shun-
ned me the preceding day ; and I found every body
making merry with the story of Melinda's French
gallant. While I remained in this place, I received
a message from Lord Quiverwit, desiring, if I was
not engaged, to see me at his house.

Thither I immediately repaired, and was con-
ducted to an apartment, where I was received by
his lordship in bed. When we were left bv our-
selves, he thanked me, in very polite terms, for

having used the advantage fortune had given me
over him with such moderation ; and asked pardon
for any offence his resentment might have prompted
him to commit. " I would willingly," said he,
" make you my friend ; but as it is impossible for

me to divest myself of my passion for Narcissa, I
am too well convinced of your sentiments to think
we shall ever agree on that subject. I took the
liberty, therefore, of sending for you, in order to

own candidly that I cannot help opposing your suc-

cess with that young lady
;
though, at the same

time, I promise to regulate my opposition by the

dictates of justice and honour. This, however, I
think proper to advertise you of, that she has no in-

dependent fortune ; and if you should even succeed
in your addresses, you would have the mortification

to see her reduced to indigence, unless you have
wherewithal to support her ; and I am credibly in-

formed of your incapacity that way. Nay. I will

confess, that, urged by this consideration, I have
actually sent notice to her brother of the progress
I suspect you have made in her affection, and de-
sired him to take his precautions accordingly."
Alarmed and provoked at this information, I told

his lordship, that I did not see how he could recon-
cile that piece of conduct with his profession of open
dealing, and flung away from him in a passion.

As I walked homeward, in hope of hearing
from my mistress as usual, by means of Miss
Williams, I was surprised with the waving of a
handkerchief from the window of a coach and six

that passed by me at full speed ; and, upon further

observation, I saw a servant on horseback riding
after it, who, I knew by his livery, belonged to the
squire. Thunderstruck with this discovery, the
knowledge of my misfortune rushed all at once on
my reflection ! I guessed immediately that the

signal was made by the dear hand of Narcissa, who,



being hurried away in consequence of Lord Qui-

verwit's message to her brother, had no other

method of relating her distress, and imploring my
assistance. Frantic with this conjecture, I ran to

my lodgings, snatched my pistols, and ordered

Strap to get post-horses, with such incoherence of

speech and disorder, that the poor valet, terrified

with the supicion of another duel, instead of pro-

viding what I desired, went forthwith to Freeman,
who, being informed ofmy behaviour, came straight

to my apartment, and conjured me so pathetically

to make him acquainted with the cause of my un-

easiness, that I could not refuse telling him my
happiness was fled with Narcissa, and that I must
retrieve her, or perish. He represented the madness
of such an undertaking, and endeavoured to divert

me from it with great strength of friendship and
reason. But all his arguments would have been
ineS'ectual, had he not put me in mind of the de-

pendence I ought to have on the love of Narcissa,

and the attachment of her maid, who could not fail

of finding opportunities to advertise me of their

situation ; and at the same time demonstrated the

injury my charmer's reputation must suffer from
my precipitate retreat. I was convinced and com-
posed by these considerations. I appeared in public

with an air of tranquillity, was well received by the

best company in town, and, my misfortune taking

air, condoled accordingly ; while I had the satis-

faction of seeing Melinda so universally discounte-

nanced, that she was fain to return to London, in

order to avoid the scoffs and censure of the ladies

of Bath. But though the hope of hearing from the

darling of my soul supported my spirits a little

while, I began to be very uneasy, when, at the end
of several weeks, I found that expectation disap-

pointed. In short, melancholy and despondence
took possession of my soul ; and repining at that

Providence, which, by acting the stepmother to-

wards me, kept me from the fruition of my wishes,

I determined in a fit of despair, to risk all I had at

the gaming-table, with a view of acquiring a for-

tune sufficient to render me independent for life,

or of plunging myself into such a state of misery
as would effectually crush every ambitious hope that

now tortured my imagination.

Actuated by this fatal resolution, I engaged in

play, and, after some turns of fortune, found my-
self at the end of three days worth a thousand
pounds ; but it was not my intention to stop here,

for which cause I kept Strap ignorant ofmy success,

and continued my career, until I was reduced to

five guineas, which I would have hazarded also,

had I not been ashamed to fall from a bet of two
hundred pounds to such a petty sum.
Having thus executed my scheme, I went home,

amazed to find myself so much at ease, and in-

formed my friend Strap of my mischance, with
such calmness, that he, imagining I joked, affected

to receive the tidings with great equanimity. But
both he and I found ourselves mistaken very soon.

I had misinterpreted my own stupidity into deli-

berate resignation ; and he had reason to believe

me in earnest, when he saw me next morning
agitated with the most violent despair, which he
endeavoured to alleviate with all the consolation in

his power.
In one ofmy lucid intervals, however, I charged

him to take a place in the stage-coach for London,
and in the mean time pay my debts in Bath, which
amounted to thirty shillings only. Without taking
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leave of my friends, I embarked, Strap having the

good fortune to find a return- horse, and arrived in

town, without having met with anything remarkable
on the road. While we crossed Bagshot Heath,

I was seized with a sort of inclination to retrieve

my fortune, by laying passengers under contribu-

tion in some such place. My thoughts were so

circumstanced at this time, that I should have
digested the crime of robbery, so righteously had
I concerted my plan, and ventured my life in the

execution, had I not been deterred by reflecting

upon the infamy that attends detection.

The apartment I formerly lived in being unen-

gaged, I took possession of it, and next day went
in quest of Banter, who received me with open arms,

in expectation of having his bond discharged to his

liking. But when he understood what had hap-
pened, his countenance changed of a sudden

;

and he told me, with a dryness of displeasure

peculiar to himself, that, if he was in my place, he
would put it out of fortune's power to play him
such another trick, and be avenged of his own in-

discretion at once. When I desired him to explain

his meaning, he pointed to his neck, raised himself

on his tip-toes, and was going away without any
further ceremony, when I put him in mind of my
indigence, and demanded the five guineas I had
formerly lent him. " Five guineas !" cried he,
" Zounds ! had you acted with common prudence,

you might have had twenty thousand in your
pocket by this time. I depended upon five hundred
from yon, as much as if I had had notes for it in

the bank ; and by all the rules of equity, you are

indebted to me for that sum." I was neither pleased

nor convinced by this computation, and insisted on
my right with such determined obstinacy, that he
was fain to alter his tone, and appease my clamour,

by assuring me, that he was not master of five

shillings. Society in distress generally promotes
good understanding among people ; from being a

dun, I descended to be a client, and asked his ad-

vice about repairing my losses. He counselled

me to have recourse again to the gaming-table,

where I succeeded so well before, and put myself
in a condition by selling my watch. I followed
his directions, and having accommodated him with

a few pieces, went to the place, where I lost every
shilling.

Then I returned to my lodgings full of desperate
resolution, and having made Strap acquainted with
my fate, ordered him to pawn my sword immedi-
ately, that I might be enabled to make another
effort. This affectionate creature no sooner under-
stood my purpose, than, seized with insuppressible
sorrow at the prospect of my misery, he burst into

tears, and asked what I proposed to do, after the
small sum he could raise on the sword should be
spent ? " On my own account," said he, " I am quite

unconcerned
;
for, while God spares me health and

these ten fingers, I can earn a comfortable subsist-

ence any where ; but what must become of you,
who have less humility to stoop, and more appetites

to gratify ?" Here I interrupted him, by saying,
with a gloomy aspect, I should never want a re-

source while I had a loaded pistol in possession.

Stupified with horror at this dreadful insinuation,

he stood mute for some time, and then broke out
into, " God of his infinite mercy enable you to
withstand that temptation of the devil ! Consider
your immortal soul—there is no repentance in the
grave. 0 Lord ! that ever we should come to this.
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—Are we not enjoined to resign ourselves to the
will of heaven !—where is your patience ? Durum
patientiafrango—you are but a young man—there
may be many good things in store for you

—

Accidit
in puncto, quod non speratur in anno— remember
your uncle, Mr. Bowling

;
perhaps he is now on

his voyage homeward, pleasing himself with the
hopes of seeing and relieving you ; nay, peradven-
ture he is already arrived, for the ship was expected
about this time." A ray of hope shot athwart mv
soul at this suggestion ; I thanked my friend for
his seasonable recollection, and, after having pro-
mised to take no resolution till his return, dismissed
him to TVapping for intelligence.

In his absence I was visited by Banter, who being
- informed of my bad luck at play, told me, that for-

tune would probably be one day weary of perse-
cuting me. " In the mean time," said he, " here is

a letter for you, which I received just now enclosed
in one from Ereeman." I snatched it with eagerness,
and knowing the superscription to be of Narcissa's
hand-writing, kissed it svith transport, and having
opened it, read,

" It is with great difficulty that I have stolen from the ob-
servation of those spies who are set over me, this oppor-
tunity of telling you, that I was suddenly carried away from
Bath by my brother, who was informed of our correspondence
by Lord Quiverwit, whom. I since understand, you have
wounded in a duel on my account. As I am fully convinced
of your honour and love, I hope I shall never hear of such
desperate proofs of either for the future. I am so strictly
watched, that it will be impossible for you to see me, until
my brother's suspicions shall abate, or Heaven contrive some
other unforeseen event in our behalf. In the mean time you
may depend on the constancy and affection of

" Your own "Narcissa."
"P.S. Miss Williams, who is my fellow-prisoner, desires

to be remembered to you. We are both in good health, and
only in pain for you, especially as it will be impracticable for
you to convey any message or letter to the place of our con-
finement ; for which reason, pray desist from the attempt,
that, by miscarrying, might prolong our captivity.

This kind letter afforded me great consolation.

I communicated it to Banter, and at the same time
showed him her picture. He approved of her beauty
and good sense, and could not help owning, that
my neglect of Miss Snapper was excusable, when
such a fine creature engrossed my attention.

I began to be reconciled to my fate, and imagined
that, if I could contrive means of subsisting until

my uncle should arrive, in case he was not already
at home, he would enable me to do something
effectual in behalf of my love and fortune. I there-
fore consulted Banter about a present supply, who
no sooner understood that I had credit with a tailor,

than he advised me to take off two or three suits of
rich clothes, and convert them into cash, by selling

them at half price to a salesman in Monmouth-
street. I was startled at this proposal, which I

thought savoured a little of fraud ; but he rendered
it palatable, by observing, that in a few months I

might be in a condition to do every body justice

;

and in the mean time I was acquitted by the honesty
of my intention. I suffered myself to be persuaded
by his salvo, by which my necessity, rather than
my judgment, was convinced ; and when I found
there were no accounts of the ship in which my
uncle embarked, actually put the scheme in practice,

and raised by it five and twenty guineas, paying
him for his advice with the odd five.

CHAPTER LXI.
I am arrested—Carried to the Marshalsea—Find my old Ac-
quaintance Beau Jackson in that Jail—He informs me of

his Adventures — Strap arrives, and with difficulty Is

comforted—Jackson introduces me to a Poet—I admire
bis Conversation and Capacity—Am deeply affected with
my Misfortune— Strap hires himself as a Journeyman

Barber.

But this expedient was in a few weeks attended
with a consequence I did not foresee; a player hav-
ing purchased one of the suits which were exposed
to sale, appeared in it on the stage one night, while
my tailor unfortunately happened to be present.
He knew it immediately, and inquiring minutely into
the affair, discovered my whole contrivance

; upon
which he came to my lodgings, and telling me that
he was very much straitened for want of money,
presented his bill, which amounted to fifty pounds.
Surprised at this unexpected address, I affected to

treat him cavalierly, swore some oaths, asked if he
doubted my honour, and, telling him I should take
care whom I dealt with for the future, bade him
come again in three days. He obeyed me punc-
tually, demanded his money, and finding himself
amused with bare promises, arrested me that very
day in the street. I was not much shocked at this

adventure, which, indeed, put an end to a state of
horrible expectation ; but I refused to go to a spung-
ing house, where I heard there was nothing but the
most flagrant imposition ; and a coach being called,

was carried to the Marshalsea, attended by a bailiff

and his follower, who were very much disappointed
and chagrined at my resolution.

The turnkey, guessing from my appearance that
I had money in my pocket, received me with the
repetition of the Latin word depone, and gave me
to understand, that I must pay before-hand for the
apartment I should choose to dwell in. I desired
to see his conveniencies, and hired a small paltry
bedchamber for a crown a week, which, in any
other place, would have let for half the money.
Having taken possession of this dismal habitation,

I sent for Strap, and my thoughts were busied in

collecting matter of consolation to that faithful

squire, when somebody knocked at my door, which
I no sooner opened, than a young fellow entered,
in very shabby clothes, and marvellous foul linen.

After a low bow, he called me by my name, and
asked if I had forgot him. His voice assisted me
in recollecting his person, whom I soon recognised
to be my old acquaintance Jackson, of whom men-
tion is made in the first part of my memoirs. I
saluted him cordially, expressed my satisfaction of
finding him alive, and condoled him on his present
situation, which, however, did not seem to affect

him much, for he laughed very heartily at the occa-
sion of our meeting so unexpectedly in this place.

Our mutual compliments being past, I enquired
about his amour with the lady of fortune, which
seemed to be so near a happy conclusion when I had
the pleasure of seeing him last ; and, after an im-
moderate fit of laughter, he gave me to understand,
that he had been egregiously bit in that affair.

" You must know," said he, " that a few days after

our adventure with the bawd and her b—ches, I
found means to be married to that same fine lady
you speak of, and passed the night with her at her
lodgings, so much to her satisfaction, that early in

the morning, after a good deal of snivelling and
sobbing, she owned, that, far from being an heiress

of great fortune, she was no other than a common
woman of the town, who had decoyed me into ma-
trimony, in order to enjoy the privilege of nfemme
couverie ; and that, unless I made my escape im-
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mediately, I should he arrested for a debt of her
contracting, by bailiffs employed and instructed for
that purpose. Startled at this intimation, I rose in
a twinkling, and taking leave of my spouse with
several hearty d—ns, got safe into the verge of the
court, where I kept snug until I was appointed sur-
geon's mate of a man of war at Portsmouth ; for
which place I set out on Sunday, went on board of
my ship, in which I sailed to the Straits, where I
had the good fortune to be made surgeon of a sloop
that came home a few months after, and was put
out of commission

;
whereupon I came to London,

imagining myself forgotten, and freed from my
wife, and her creditors ; but had not been in town
a week before I was arrested for a debt of her's,

amounting to twenty pounds, and brought to this
place, where I have been fixed by another action
since that time. However, you know my disposi-
tion

; I defy care and anxiety ; and being on the
half-pay list, make shift to live here tolerably easy."
I congratulated him on his philosophy, and remem-
bering that I was in his debt, repaid the money he
formerly lent me, which, I believe, was far from
being unseasonable. I then inquired about the
economy of the place, which he explained to my
satisfaction ; and after we had agreed to mess to-
gether, he was just going to give orders for dinner,
when Strap arrived.

I never in my life saw sorrow so extravagantly ex-
pressed in any countenance as in that of my honest
friend, which was, indeed, particularly adapted by
nature for such impressions. When we were left
by ourselves, I communicated to him my disaster,
and endeavoured to console him with the same
arguments he had formerly used to me, withal re-
presenting the fair chance I had of being relieved
in a short time by Mr. Bowling. But his grief was
unutterable

; he seemed to give attention without
listening, and wrung his hands in silence ; so that
I was in a fair way of being infected by his beha-
viour, when Jackson returned, and perceiving the
deference I paid to Strap, although in a footman's
habit, distributed his crumbs of comfort with such
mirth, jollity, and unconcern, that the features of
the distressed squire relaxed by degrees ; he re-
covered the use of speech, and began to be a little

more reconciled to this lamentable event. We
dined together on boiled beef and greens, brought
from a cook's shop in the neighbourhood ; and al-
though this meal was served up in a manner little

corresponding with the sphere of life in which I
had lately lived, I made a virtue of necessity, ate
with good appetite, and treated my friends with a
bottle of wine, which had the desired effect of in-
creasing the good humour of my fellow-prisoner,
and exhilarating the spirits of Strap, who now
talked cavalierly of my misfortune.

After dinner, Jackson left us to our private
affairs

;
when I desired my friend to pack up all

our things and carry them to some cheap lodging
he should choose for himself in the neighbourhood
of the Marshalsea, after he had discharged my
lodging, for which purpose I gave him money. I
likewise recommended to him the keeping my mis-
fortune secret, and saying to my landlord, or any
other who should inquire for me, that I was gone
into the country for a few weeks ; at the same time
I laid strong injunctions upon him to call every
second day upon Banter, in case he should receive
any letter for me from Narcissa, by the channel
of freeman

; and by all means to leave a direction

for himself, at my uncle's lodgings in Wapping, bv
which I might be found when my kinsman should
arrive.

When he departed to execute these orders, which,
by the by, were punctually performed that very
night, I found myself so little seasoued to my situ-

ation, that I dreaded reflection, and sought shelter
from it in the company of the beau, who, promising
to regale me with a lecture upon taste, conducted
me to the common side, where I saw a number of
naked miserable wretches assembled together. We
had not been here many minutes, when a figure
appeared, wrapt in a dirty rug, tied about his loins
with two pieces of list, of different colours, knotted
together

;
having a black bushy beard, and his head

covered with a huge mass of brown periwig, which
seemed to have been ravished from the head ofsome
scarecrow. This apparition, stalking in with great
solemnity, made a profound bow to the audience,
who signified their approbation by a general re-
sponse of " How d'ye do, doctor ?" He then turned
towards us, and honoured Jackson with a particular
salutation. Upon which my friend, in a formal
manner, introduced him to me, by the name of Mr.
Melopoyn. This ceremony being over, he advanced
into the middle of the congregation, which crowded
around him, and hemming three times, to my utter
astonishment, pronounced, with great significance
of voice and gesture, a very elegant and ingenious
discourse upon the difference between genius and
taste, illustrating his assertions with apt quotations
from the best authors, ancient as well as modern.
When he had finished his harangue, which lasted a
full hour, he bowed again to the spectators, not one
of whom, I was informed, understood so much as a
sentence of what he had uttered. They manifested,
however, their admiration and esteem by a volun-
tary contribution, which, Jackson told me, one week
with another, amounted to eighteen pence. This
moderate stipend, together with some small presents
that he received for making up differences, and
deciding causes amongst the prisoners, just enabled
him to breathe and walk about, in the grotesque
figure I have described. I understood, also, that
he was an excellent poet, and had composed a tra-
gedy, which was allowed by everybody who had
seen it to be a performance of great merit ; that his
learning was infinite, his morals unexceptionable,
and his modesty invincible. Such a character
could not fail of attracting my regard ; I longed
impatiently to be acquainted with him, and desired
Jackson would engage him to spend the evening
in my apartment. My request was granted, he
favoured us with his company, and in the course of
our conversation, perceiving that I had a strong
passion for the Belles Lettrcs, acquitted himself so
well on that subject, that I expressed a fervent
desire of seeing his productions. In this point, too,
he gratified my inclination ; he promised to bring
his tragedy to my room next day, and in the mean-
time entertained me with some detached pieces,
which gave me a very advantageous idea of his
poetical talent. Among other things, I was par-
ticularly pleased with some elegies, in imitation of
Tibullus ; one of which I beg leave to submit to
the reader, as a specimen of his complexion and
capacity.

Where now are all my flattering dreams of joy?
Monimla, give my soul her wonted rest:

—

Since first thy beauty fiVd my roving eye,
Heart-gnawing cares corrode mv pensive breast

!
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Let happy lovers fly where pleasures call,

With festive songs beguile the fleeting hour;
Lead beauty through the mazes of the ball,

Or press her wanton in love's roseate bower.

For me, no more I'll range th' empurpled mead,
Where shepherds pipe, and virgins dance around ;

Nor wander through the woodbine's fragrant shade,
To hear the music of the grove resound.

I'll seek some lonely church, or dreary hall,
Where fancy paints the glimiu'ring taper blue,
Where damps hang mould'ring on the ivy'd wall,

And sheeted ghosts drink up the midnight dew.

There, leagu'd with hopeless anguish and despair,
Awhile in silence o'er my fate repine:

Tlien, with a long farewell to love and care,
To kindred dust my weary limbs consign.

Wilt thou, Monimia, shed a gracious tear
On the cold grave where all my sorrows rest

;

Strew vernal flowers, applaud my love sincere,
And bid the turf lie easy on my breast ?

I was wonderfully affected with this pathetic
complaint, which seemed so well calculated for my
own disappointment in love, that I could not help
attaching the idea of Narcissa to the name of
Monimia, and of forming such melancholy presages
of my passion, that I could not recover my tran-
quillity, and was fain to have recourse to the" Dottle,

which prepared me for a profound sleep, that I
could not otherwise have enjoyed. Whether these
impressions invited and introduced a train of other
melancholy reflections, or my fortitude was all ex-
hausted in the effort I made against despondence,
during the first day of my imprisonment, I cannot
determine

; but I awoke in the horrors, and found
my imagination haunted with such dismal appa-
ritions, that I was ready to despair ; and I believe
the reader will own. I had no great cause to con-
gratulate myself, when I considered my situation.
I was interrupted in the midst of these gloomy
apprehensions by the arrival of Strap, who con-
tributed not a little to the re-establishment of my
peace, by_ letting me know that he had hired him-
self as a journeyman barber

;
by which means he

would be able not only to save me a considerable
expense, but even make shift to lay up something
for my subsistence after my money shotdd be spent,
in case I should not be relieved before.

CHAPTER LXII.

I read Melopoyn's Tragedy, and conceive avast opinion of his

Genius—He recounts his Adventures.

While we ate our breakfast together, I made him
acquainted with the character and condition of the
poet, who came in with his play at that instant,
and imagining we were engaged about business,
could not be prevailed upon to sit

; but, leaving his
performance, went away. My friend's tender heart
was melted at the sight of a gentleman and Chris-
tian (for he had a great veneration for both these
epithets) in such misery ; and assented, with great
cheerfulness, to a proposal I made of clothing him
with our superfluities ; a task with which he charged
himself, and departed immediately to perform it.

He was no sooner gone, than I locked my door,
and sat down to the tragedy, which I read to the
end with vast pleasure, not a little amazed at the
conduct of the managers who had rejected it. The
fable, in my opinion, was well chosen, and naturally
conducted

; the incidents interesting, the characters
beautifully contrasted, strongly marked, and well
supported

; the diction poetical, spirited, and cor-
rect

; the unities of the drama maintained with the

most scrupulous exactness; the opening gradual
and engaging, the peripeteia surprising, and the
catastrophe affecting. In short, I judged it by the
laws of Aristotle and Horace, and could find nothing
in it exceptionable, but a little too much embellish-
ment in some few places, which objection he re-
moved to my satisfaction, by a quotation from
Aristotle's Poetics, importing, that the least interest-
ing parts of a poem ought to be raised and dignified
by the charms and energy of diction.

I revered his genius, and was seized with an eager
curiosity to know the particular events of a fortune
so unworthy of his merit. At that instant Strap
returned with a bundle of clothes, which I sent with
my compliments to Mr. Melopoyn, as a small token
of my regard, and desired the favour of his com-
pany to dinner. He accepted my present and
invitation, and in less than half an'hour made his
appearance in a decent dress, which altered his
figure very much to his advantage. I perceived,
by his countenance, that his heart was big with
gratitude, and endeavoured to prevent his acknow-
ledgments, by asking pardon for the liberty I had
taken ; he made no reply, but, with an aspect full

of admiration and esteem, bowed to the ground,
while the tears gushed from his eyes. Affected with
these symptoms of an ingenuous mind, I shifted
the conversation, and complimented him on his
performance, which, I assured him, afforded me
infinite pleasure. My approbation made him happy

;

dinner being served, and Jackson arrived, I begged
their permission for Strap to sit at table with us,

after having informed them, that he was a person
to whom I was extremely obliged

; they were kind
enough to grant that favour, and we ate together
with great harmony and satisfaction.

Our meal being ended, I expressed my wonder at
the little regard Mr. Melopoyn had met with from
the world ; and signified a desire of hearing how he
had been treated by the managers of the playhouses,
to whom I understood from Jackson he had offered
his tragedy without success. " There is so little

entertaining in the incidents of my life," said he,
" that I am sure the recital will not recompense
your attention

; but, since you discover an in-
clination to know them, I understand my duty too
well to disappoint your desire.

" My father, who was a curate in the country,
being, by the narrowness of his circumstances,
hindered from maintaining me at the university,
took the charge of my education upon himself, and
laboured with such industry and concern in the
undertaking, that I had little cause to regret the
want of public masters. Being at great pains to
consult my natural bias, he discovered in me,
betimes, an inclination for poetry

; upon which he
recommended me to an intimate acquaintance with
the classics, in the cultivation of which he assisted
me with paternal zeal and uncommon erudition.
When he thought me sufficiently acquainted with
the ancients, he directed my studies to the best
modern authors, French and Italian, as well as
English, and laid a particular injunction upon me
to make myself master of my mother tongue.

" About the age of eighteen, I grew ambitious of
undertaking a work of some consequence

;
and,

with my father's approbation, actually planned the
tragedy you have read

; but, before I had finished
four acts, that indulgent parent died, and left my
mother and me in very indigent circumstances. A
near relation, compassionating our distress, took us
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into his family, where I brought my fable to a
conclusion ; and soon after that period my mother
quitted this life. When my sorrow for this me-
lancholy event had subsided, I told my kinsman,
who was a farmer, that having paid my last duty to

my parent, I had now no attachment to detain me
in the country, and therefore was resolved to set out
for London, and offer my play to the stage, where I

did not doubt of acquiring a large share of fame as

well as fortune ; in which case I should not be
unmindful of my friends and benefactors. My
cousin was ravished with the prospect ofmy felicity,

and willingly contributed towards the expense of
fitting me out for my expedition.

" Accordingly I took a place in the waggon, and
arrived in town, where I hired an apartment in a
garret, willing to live as frugal as possible, until I

should know what I had to expect from the manager,
to whom I intended to offer my play

;
for, though

I looked upon myself as perfectly secure of a good
reception, imagining that a patentee would be as

eager to receive, as I to present my production, I
did not know whether or not he might be pre-
engaged in favour of another author, a circumstance
that would certainly retard my success. On this

consideration, too, I determined to be speedy in my
application, and even to wait upon one of the
managers the very next day. For this purpose, I

inquired of my landlord, if he knew where either
or both of them lived ; and he, being curious to

know my business, and at the same time appearing
to be a very honest friendly man (a tallow-chandler),
I made him acquainted with my design

;
upon which

he told me that I went the wrong way to work ; that
I woidd not find such easy access to a manager as I
imagined

; and that, if I delivered my performance
without proper recommendation, it would be as one
to a thousand if ever it should be minded. ' Take
my advice,' said he, ' and your business is done.
One of the patentees is a good Catholic, as I am,
and uses the same father who confesses me. I will
make you acquainted with this good priest, who is

an excellent scholar, and if he should approve of
your play, his recommendation will go a great way
iu determining Mr. Supple to bring it on the stage.'

I applauded his expedient, and was introduced to

the friar, who, having perused the tragedy, was
pleased to signify his approbation, and commended
me, in particular, for having avoided all reflections

upon religion. He promised to use all his influence
with his son Supple in my behalf, and to inform
himself that very day at what time it would be
proper for me to wait upon him with the piece. He
was punctual in performing his engagement, and
next morning gave me to understand that he had
mentioned my affair to the manager, and that I had
no more to do than to go to his house any time in the
forenoon, and make use of his name, upon which I

should find immediate admittance. I took this

advice, put my performance in my bosom, and,
having received directions, went immediately to
the house of Mr. Supple, and knocked at the door,
which had a wicket in the middle, faced with a net-

work of iron. Through this a servant having
viewed me for some time, demanded to know my
business. I told him my business was with Mr.
Supple, and that I came from Mr. O'Varnish.
He examined my appearance once more, then went
away, returned in a few minutes, and said his

master was busy, and could not be seen. Although
I was a little mortified at my disappointment, I was

persuaded that my reception was owing to Mr
Supple's ignorance of my errand

; and, that I
might meet with no more obstructions of the same
kind, I desired Mr. O'Varnish to be my introductor

the next time. He complied with my request, and
obtained immediate admittance to the manager,
who received me with the utmost civility, and
promised to read my play with the first convenience.
By his own appointment, I called again in a fort-

night, but he was gone out ; I returned in a week
after, and the poor gentleman was extremely ill ; I
renewed my visit in a fortnight after that, and he
assured me he had been so much fatigued with
business, that he had not been able as yet to read it

to an end ; but he would take the first opportunity
;

and, in the mean time, observed, that what he had
just seen of it was very entertaining. I comforted
myself with this declaration a few weeks longer, at

the end of which I appeared again before his

wicket, was let in, and found him laid up with the

gout. I no sooner entered his chamber, than,

looking at me with a languishing eye, he said, ' Mr.
Melopoyn, I'm heartily sorry for an accident that

has happened during my illness. You must know
that my eldest boy, finding your manuscript upon
the table in the dining-room, where I used to read
it, carried it into the kitchen, and leaving it there,

a negligent wench of a cook-maid, mistaking it for

waste paper, has expended it all but a few leaves

in singing fowls upon the spit. But I hope the

misfortune is not irreparable, since, no doubt, you
have several copies.'

" I protest to you, my good friend, Mr. Random,
I was extremely shocked at this information ; but
the good-natured gentleman seemed to be so much
affected with my misfortune, that I suppressed my
concern, and told him, that although 1 had not
another copy, I should be able to retrieve the loss

by writing another from my memory, which was
very tenacious. You cannot imagine how well
pleased Mr. Supple was at this assurance: he begged
I would set about it immediately, and carefully

revolve and recollect every circumstance, before I
pretended to commit it to paper, that it might be
the same individual play that he had perused.
Encouraged by this injunction, which plainly de-

monstrated how much he interested himself in the
affair, I tasked my remembrance and industry,

and in three weeks produced the exact image of the
former, which was conveyed to him by my good
friend, Father O'Varnish, who told me next day
that Mr. Supple would revise it superficially, in

order to judge of its sameness with the other, and
then give his final answer. For this examination
I allotted a week ; and in full confidence of seeing
it acted in a little while, demanded an audience of
the manager, when that term was expired. But
alas ! the season had slipped away insensibly ; he
convinced me, that, if my play had been put into

rehearsal at that time, it could not have been ready
for performing until the end of March, when the
benefit nights came on

; consequently it would have
interfered with the interest of the players, whom it

was not my business to disoblige.
" I was fain to acquiesce in these reasons, which

to be sure were extremely just, and to reserve my
performance for the next season, when he hoped
I would not be so unlucky, Although it was a
grievous disappointment to me, who by this time
began to want both money and necessaries : hav-
ing, on the strength of my expectation from the
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theatre, launched out into some extravagances, by
which the sum I brought to town -was already

almost consumed. Indeed, I ought to he ashamed
at this circumstance of my conduct: for my finances

were sutiicient, with good economy, to have main-
tained me comfortably a whole year. You will

perhaps be amazed when I tell you, that in six

months I expended not a farthing less than ten

guineas : but when one considers the temptations

to which a young man is exposed in this great

city, especially if he is addicted to pleasure, as I

am, the wonder will vanish, or at least abate. Nor
was the cause of my concern limited to my own
situation entirely : I had writ an account of my
good reception to my kinsman the farmer, and de-

sired him to depend upon me for the money he had
kindly accommodated me with about the end of

February ; which promise I now found myself
unable to perform. However, there was no remedy
but patience. I applied to my landlord, who was a

very good-natured man, candidly owned my dis-

tress, and begged his advice in laying down some
plan for my subsistence. He readily promised to

consult his confessor on this subject, and told me, I

was welcome, in the mean time, to lodge and board
with him, until fortune shoidd put it in my power to

make restitution.

" Mr. U'Varnish, being informed of my neces-

sity, offered to introduce me to the author of a
weekly paper, who, he did not doubt, would employ
me in that way, provided he should find me duly
qualified

;
but, upon inquiry, I understood that this

journal was calculated to foment divisions in the

commonwealth, and therefore I desired to be ex-
cused from engaging in it. He then proposed that

I should write something in the poetical way, which
I might dispose of to a bookseller for a pretty sum
of ready money, and perhaps establish my own
character into the bargain ; this event would in-

fallibly procure friends, and my tragedy would
appear next season to the best advantage, by being

supported both by interest and reputation. I was
charmed with this prospect, and having heard what
friends Mr. Pope acquired by his pastorals, set

about a work of that kind, and in less than six

weeks, composed as many eclogues, which I forth-

with offered to an eminent bookseller, who desired

me to leave them for his perusal, and he would give

me an answer in two days. At the end of that

time, I went to him, when he returned the poems,
telling me, they would not answer his purpose, and
sweetened his refusal by saying there were some
good clever lines in them. Not a little dejected at

this rebuff, which I learned from Mr. O'Varmsh
was owing to the opinion of another author, whom
this bookseller always consulted on these occasions,

I applied to another person of the same profession

who told me the town was cloyed with pastorals,

and advised me, if I intended to profit by my
talents, to write something satirical or luscious, such
as the Button Hole, Shochey and Towzer, the Leahy
Vessel, &c.—and yet this was a man in years, who
wore a reverend periwig, looked like a senator, and
went regularly to church. Be that as it will, I

scorned to prostitute my pen in the manner he
proposed, and carried my papers to a third, who
assured me, that poetry was entirely out of his

way ; and asked if I had got never a piece of secret

history, thrown into a series of letters, or a volume
of adventures, such as those of Kobinson Crusoe
and Colonel Jack, or a collection of conundrums.

wherewith to entertain the plantations ? Being
quite unfurnished for this dealer, I had recourse to

another with as little success ; and I verily believe

was rejected by the w hole trade.
" I was afterwards persuaded to offer myself as a

translator, and accordingly repaired to a person,

who was said to entertain numbers of that class in

his pay ; he assured me he had already a great deal

of that work on his hands, which he did not know
what to do with ; observed that translation was a

mere drug, that branch of literature being over-

stocked with an inundation of authors from North
Britain ; and asked what I would expect per sheet,

for rendering the Latin classics into English.

That I might not make myself too cheap, I deter-

mined to set a high price upon my qualifications,

and demanded half a guinea for every translated

sheet. ' Half a guinea !' cried he, staring at me,
then paused a little, and said, ' he had no occasion

for my service at present.' I found my error, and,

resolving to make amends, fell one half in my de-

mand
; upon which he stared at me again, and told

me his hands were full. I attempted others, with-

out finding employment, and was actually reduced
to a very uncomfortable prospect, when I be-

thought myself of offering my talents to the printers

of halfpenny ballads, and other such occasional

essays as are hawked about the streets. With this

view, I applied to one of the most noted and
vociferous of this tribe, who directed me to a
person whom I found entertaining a whole crowd
of them with gin, bread, and cheese : he carried

me into a little back parlour, very neatly furnished,

where I signified my desire of being enrolled

among his writers ; and was asked what kind of

composition I professed? understanding that my
inclination leaned towards poetry, he expressed his

satisfaction, telling me one of his poets had lost

his senses, and was confined in Bedlam, and the

other was become dozed with drinking drams

;

so that he had not done any thing tolerable these

many weeks. When I proposed that we should

enter into terms of agreement, he gave me to

understand, that his bargains were always con-

ditional, and his authors paid in proportion to the

sale of their works.
"Having therefore settled these conditions, w hich,

I do assure you, were not very advantageous to

me, he assigned me a subject for a ballad, which
was to he finished in two hours ; and I returned to

my garret in order to perform his injunction. As
the theme happened to suit my fancy, I completed

a pretty sort of an ode within the time prescribed,

and brought it to him big with hope of profit and
applause. He read it in a twinkling, and, to my
utter astonishmeut, told me, it woidd not do, though
indeed he owned I wrote a good hand, and spelled

very well, but my language was too high-flown, and
of consequence not at all adapted to the capacity

and taste of his customers. I promised to rectify

that mistake, and in half an hour humbled my style

to the comprehension of vulgar readers; he ap-

proved of the alteration, and gave me some hopes

of succeeding in time, though he observ ed, that my
performance was very deficient in the quaintness

of expression that pleases the multitude ;
however,

to encourage me, he ventured the expense of print-

ing and paper, and, if I remember aright, my share

of the sale amounted to fourpence halfpenny.
" From that day I studied the Grub-street man-

ner with great diligence, and at length became
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such a proficient, that my works were in great
request among the most polite of the chairmen,
draymen, hackney coachmen, footmen, and servant
maids. Nay, I have enjoyed the pleasure of seeing
my productions adorned with cuts, pasted upon the
wall as ornaments in beer cellars and coblers' stalls,

and have actually heard them sung in clubs of
substantial tradesmen. But empty praise, you
know, my dear friend, will not supply the cravings
of nature. I found myself in danger" of starving in
the midst of all my fame ; for of ten songs I com-
posed, it was well if two had the good fortune to
please. For this reason I turned my thoughts to

prose, and, during a tract of gloomy weather, pub-
lished an apparition, on the substance of which I
subsisted very comfortably a whole month ; I have
made many a good meal upon a monster ; a rape
has often afforded me great satisfaction; but a
murder, well timed, was my never-failing resource.
What then ? I was a most miserable slave to my
employers, who expected to be furnished at a
minute's warning with prose and verse, just as they
thought the circumstances of the times required,
whether the inclination was absent or present.
Upon my sincerity, Mr. Random, I have been so
much pestered and besieged by those children of
clamour, that life became a burden to me.

CHAPTER LXIH.

The continuation anJ conclusion of Mr. Melopoyn's story.

" I made shift, notwithstanding, to maintain myself
till the beginning of next winter, when I renewed
my addresses to my friend Mr. Supple, and was
most graciously received. ' I have been thinking
of your affair, Mr. Melopoyn,' said he, ' and am
determined to show how far I have your interest
at heart, by introducing you to a young nobleman,
of my acquaintance, who is remarkable for his fine
taste in dramatic writings, and is, besides, a man
of such influence, that, if once he should approve
of your play, his patronage will support it against
all the efforts of envy and ignorance : for I do
assure you that merit alone will not bring success.
I have already spoke of your performance to lord
Rattle, and if you will call at my house in a day or
two, you shall have a letter of introduction to" his
lordship.' I was sensibly touched with this mark of
Mr. Supple's friendship, and looking upon my
affair as already done, went home and imparted my
good fortune to my landlord, who, to render my
appearance more acceptable to my patron, pro-
cured a suit of new clothes for me on his own credit.

" Not to trouble you with idle particulars, I carried
my tragedy to his lordship's lodgings, and sent it

up, along with Mr. Supple's letter, by one of his
servants, who desired me, by his lord's order, to
return in a week. I did so, and was admitted to
his lordship, who received me very courteously,
told me he had perused my play, which he thought,
on the whole, was the best cui/p d'essai he had ever
seen

; but that he had marked some places in the
margin, which he imagined might he altered for
the better. I was transported with this reception,

and promised, with many acknowledgements of
his lordship's generosity, to be governed solely
by his advice and direction. " Well then," said he,

write another fair copy with the alterations I have
proposed, and bring it to me as soon as possible

;

for 1 am resolved to have it brought on the stage

this winter." You may be sure I set about this
task with alacrity ; and though I found his lord-
ship's remarks much more numerous, and of less

importance, than I expected, I thought it was not
my interest to dispute upon trifles with my patron

;

therefore new modelled it, according to his desire,
in less than a moDth.

" When I waited upon him with the manuscript,
I found one of the actors at breakfast with his
lordship, who immediately introduced him to my
acquaintance, and desired him to read a scene of
my play. This task he performed very much to
my satisfaction, with regard to emphasis and pro-
nunciation

; but he signified his disgust at several
words in every page, which I presuming to defend,
Lord Rattle told me, with a peremptory look, I
must not pretend to dispute with him, who had
been a player these twenty years, and understood
the economy of the stage better than any man
living. I was forced to submit, and his lordship
proposed the same actor should read the whole
play in the evening before some gentlemen of his
acquaintance, whom he would convene at his
lodgings for that purpose.

I was present at the reading ; and I protest to
you, my dear friend, I never underwent such a
severe trial in the whole course of my life as at that
juncture

; for although the player might be a very
honest man, and a good performer, he was exces-
sively illiterate and assuming, and made a thousand
frivolous objections, which I was not permitted to
answer. However, the piece was very much ap-
plauded on the whole ; the gentlemen present, who,
I understood, were men of fortune, promised to
countenance and support it as much as they could

;

and lord Rattle assuring me that he would act the
part of a careful nurse to it, desired me to carry it

home, and alter it immediately according to their
remarks. I was fain to acquiesce in his determina-
tion, and fulfilled his injunctions with all the expe-
dition in my power : but before I could present the
new copy, my good friend Mr. Supple had disposed
of his property and patent to one Mr. Brayer ; so
that fresh interest was to be made with the new
manager. This task lord Rattle undertook, hav-
ing some acquaintance with him, and recommended
my performance so strongly that it was received.

" I looked upon myself now as upon the eve of
reaping the fruits of all my labour. I waited a
few days in expectation of its being put into re-
hearsal, and wondering at the delay, applied to my
worthy patron, who excused Mr. Brayer, on ac-
count of the multiplicity of business in which he
was involved, and bade me beware of teasing the
patentee. I treasured up this caution, and exerted
my patience three weeks longer; at the end of
which his lordship gave me to understand that
Mr. Brayer had read my play, and owned it had
indubitable merit ; but as he had long been pre-
engaged to another author, he could not possibly
represent it that season

;
though, if I would reserve

it for the next, and, in the interim, make such
alterations as he had proposed by observations on
the margin, I might depend upon his compliance.

" Thunderstruck at this disappointment, I could
not, for some minutes, utter one syllable. At
length, however, I complained bitterly of the ma-
nager's insincerity in amusing me so long, when he
knew from the beginning that he could not gratify
my desire. But his lordship reprimanded me for
my freedom, said Mr. Brayer was a man of honour,



142 TILE ADVENTURES OF

and imputed his behaviour with respect to me to

nothing else but forgetfulness. And indeed I have
had some reason, since that time, to be convinced
of his bad memory

;
for, in spite of appearances, I

will not allow myself to interpret his conduct any
other way. Lord Rattle, observing me very much
affected with my disappointment, offered his inter-

est to bring on my play at the other house, which
I eagerly accepting, he forthwith wrote a letter of

recommendation to Mr. Bellower, actor, and prime

minister to Mr. Vandal, proprietor of that theatre ;

and desired me to deliver it with my tragedy

without loss of time. Accordingly, I hastened to

his house, where, after having waited a whole hour
in a lobby, I was admitted to his presence, and my
performance received with great state. He told me he

was extremely busy at present, but he would peruse

it as soon as possible, and bade me call again in a

week. I took my leave not a little astonished at

the port and supercilious behaviour of this stage-

player, who had not treated me with good manners

;

and began to think the dignity of a poet greatly

impaired since the days ofEuripides and Sophocles;

but all this was nothing in comparison to what I

have since observed.
" Well, Mr. Random, I went back at the ap-

pointed time, and was told that Mr. Bellower was
engaged, and could not see me. I repeated my visit

a few days after, and, having waited a considerable

time, was favoured with an audience, during which
he said he had not as yet read my play. Nettled

at this usage, I could contain myself no longer, but

telling him, I imagined he would have paid more
deference to Lord Rattle's recommendation, de-

manded my manuscript with some expressions of

resentment. 'Ay,' said he, in a theatrical tone,
' with all my heart.' Then pulling out a drawer
of the bureau at which he sat, he took out a bundle,

and threw it upon a table that was near him,

pronouncing the word ' There,' with great disdain.

I took it up, and perceiving, with some surprise,

that it was a comedy, told him it did not belong to

me ; upon which he offered me another, which I

also disclaimed. A third was produced, and re-

jected for the same reason. At length he pulled

out a whole handful, and spread them before me,

saying, ' There are seven—take which you please

—or take them all.' I singled out my own, and
went away, struck dumb with admiration at what I

had seen—not so much on account of his insolence,

as of the number of new plays, which from this

circumstance I concluded were yearly oifered to

the stage. You may be sure, I did not fail to

carry my complaint to my patron, who did not

receive it with all the indignation I expected ; but

taxed me with precipitation, and told me I must

lay my account with bearing the humours of the

players, if I intended to write for the stage. "There
is now no other remedy," said he, " but to keep it

till the next season for Mr. Braver, and alter it at

your leisure, in the summer, according to his direc-

tions." I was now reduced to a terrible alternative,

either to quit all hopes ofmy tragedy, from which I

had all along promised myself a large share of for-

tune and reputation, or to encounter eight long

months of adversity in preparing for, and expect-

ing its appearance. This last penance, painful as it

was, seemed most eligible to my reflection at that

time, and therefore I resolved to undergo it.

" Why should I tire you with particulars of no

consequence? I wrestled with extreme poverty

until the time of my probation was expired ; and
went to my lord Rattle, in order to remind him of

my affair, when I understood, to my great concern,

that his lordship was just on the point of going
abroad, and, which was still more unfortunate for

me, Mr. Braver had gone into the country, so that

my generous patron had it not in his power to in-

troduce me personally, as he intended. However,
he wrote a very strong letter to the manager in my
favour, and put him in mind of the promise he had
made in behalf of my play.

" As soon as I was certified of Brayer's return, I

went to his house with this letter, but was told he
was gone out. I called again next day early in the

morning, received the same answer, and was de-

sired to leave my name and business ; I did so, and
returned the day after, when the servant still

affirmed that his master was gone abroad, though I

perceived him, as I retired, observing me through

a window. Incensed at this discovery, I went to a

coffee-house hard by, and enclosing his lordship's

letter in one from myself, demanded a categorical

answer. I sent it to his house, by a porter, who
returned in a few minutes, and told me Mr. Brayer
would be glad to see me at that instant. I obeyed
the summons, and was received with such profusion

of complimen-ts and apologies, that my resentment

immediately subsided, and I was even in pain for

the concern which this honest man showed at the

mistake of his servant, who, it seems, had been

ordered to deny him to everybody but me. He
expressed the utmost veneration for his good and
noble friend lord Rattle, whom he should be always

proud to serve ;
promised to peruse the play with

all despatch, and give me a meeting upon it
;
and,

as a testimony of his esteem, made me a present of

a general order for the season, by which I should

be admitted to any part of the theatre. This was a

very agreeable compliment to me, whose greatest

pleasure consisted in seeing dramatic performances

;

and you need not doubt that I often availed myself

of.my privilege. As I had an opportunity of being

behind the scenes when I pleased, I frequently con-

versed with Mr. Brayer about my play, and asked

when he intended to put it into rehearsal ; but he

had always so much business upon his hands, that

it remained with him unopened a considerable

while ; and I became very uneasy about the season,

that wasted apace, when I saw in the papers another

new play advertised, which had been written,

offered, accepted, and rehearsed in the compass of

three months. You may easily guess how much
I was confounded at this event. I own to you,

that, in the first transports of my anger, I suspected

Mr. Brayer of having acted towards me in the most

pitiful perfidious manner ; and was actually glad at

his disappointment in the success of his favourite

piece, which, by the strength of art, lingered till

the third night, and then died in a deplorable man-
ner. But, now that passion has no share in my
reflection, I am willing to ascribe his behaviour to

his want of memory or want of judgment, which,

you know, are natural defects, that are more worthy

of compassion than reproach.
" About this time I happened to be in company

with a gentlewoman, who, having heard of my
tragedy, told me, she was acquainted with the wife

of a gentleman, who was very well known to a lady,

who had great interest with a person who was in-

timate with Earl Sheerwit, and that, if I pleased,

she would use her influence in my behalf. As this
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nobleman had the character of a Maecenas in the
nation, and could stamp a value upon any work by
his sole countenance and approbation, I accepted
her offer with eagerness, in full confidence of seeing
my reputation established, and my wishes fulfilled

in a very short time, provided that I shouid have
the good fortune to please his lordship's taste. I
withdrew the manuscript from the hands of Mr.
Brayer, and committed it to the care of this gentle-
woman, who laboured so effectually in my interest,
that in less than a month it was conveyed to the
earl, and, in a few weeks after, I had the satisfac-
tion to hear that he had read and approved it very
much. Transported with this piece of intelligence,
I flattered myself with the hopes of his interesting
himself in its favour ; but hearing no more of this
matter in three whole months, I began—God forgive
me !—to suspect the veracity of the person who
brought me the good tidings

; for I thought it im-
possible that a man of his rank and character, who
knew the difficulty of writing a good tragedy, and
understood the dignity of the work, should read
and applaud an essay of this kind, without feeling
an inclination to befriend the author, whom his
countenance alone could raise above dependence.
But it was not long before I found my friend very
much wronged by my opinion.

" You must know that the civilities I had received
from Lord Rattle, and the desire he manifested to
promote the success of my play, encouraged me to
write an account of my bad fortune to his lordship,
who condescended so far as to desire, by letter, a
young squire of a great estate, with whom he was

;

intimate, to espouse my cause, and, in particular,
.make me acquainted with one Mr. Marmozet, a
celebrated player, who had lately appeared on the

: stage with astonishing eclat, and bore such sway in
the house where he acted, that the managers durst
not refuse anything he recommended. The youno-
gentleman whom Lord Rattle had employed for
this purpose, being diffident of his own interest with
Mr. Marmozet, had recourse to a nobleman of his
acquaintance, who, at his solicitation, was so good
as to introduce me to him ; and the conversation
turning upon my performance, I was not a little
surprised, as well as pleased, to hear that Earl
Sheerwit had spoken very much in its praise, and
even sent Mr. Marmozet the copy, with a message
expressing a desire that he would act in it next
Season. Nor was the favourite actor backward in
commending the piece, which he mentioned with
isome expressions of regard, that I do not choose to
irepeat

; assuring me that he would appear in it,

(provided he should be engaged to play at all during
the ensuing season. In the meantime, he desired I
[would give him leave to peruse it in the country,
iwhither he intended to remove next day, that he
bnight have leisure to consider and point out such
alterations as might, perhaps, be necessary for its
representation

; and took my direction, that he
might communicate by letter the observations he
should make. Trusting to these assurances, and
the interest which had been made in my behalf, I
(hugged myself in the expectation of seeing it not
only acted, but acted to the greatest advantage;
and this I thought could not fail of recompensing
jme in an ample manner for the anxiety and afflict
jtion I had undergone. But six weeks being elapsed,
I did not know how to reconcile Mr. Marmozet's
{silence with his promise of writing to me in ten
(days after he set out for the country

; however, I
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was at last favoured with a letter, importing that
he had made some remarks on my tragedy, which
he would freely impart at meeting, and advising me
to put it, without loss of time, into the hands of that
manager who had the best company, as he himself
was quite uncertain whether or not he should be
engaged that winter. I was a good deal alarmed at
this last part of his letter, and advised about it with
a friend, who told me, it was a plain indication of
Mr. Marmozet's desire to get rid of his promise

;

that his pretended uncertainty about acting next
winter was no other than a scandalous evasion

;

for, to his certain knowledge, he was already
engaged, or at least in terms with Mr. Vandal ; and
that his design was to disappoint me, in favour of
a new comedy, which he had purchased of the
author, and intended to bring upon the stage for
his own advantage. In short, my dear sir, this
person, who, I must own, is of a sanguine com-
plexion, handled the moral character of Mr. Mar-
mozet with such severity, that I began to suspect
him of some particular prejudice, and put myself
upon my guard against his insinuati jns. I ought
to crave pardon for this tedious narration of trivial
circumstances, which, however interesting they may
be to me, must certainly be very dry and insipid to
the ear of one unconcerned in the affair. But I
understand the meaning of your looks, and will
proceed. Well, sir, Mr. Marmozet, upon his return
to town, treated me with uncommon complaisance,
and invited me to his lodgings, where he proposed
to communicate his remarks, which I confess were
more unfavourable than I expected ; but I answered
his objections, and, as I thought, brought him over
to my opinion

;
for, on the whole, he signified the

highest approbation of the performance. In the
course of our dispute, I was not a little surprised to
find this poor gentleman's memory so treacherous,
as to let him forget what he had said to me, before
he went out of town, in regard to Earl Sheerwit's
opinion of my play, which he now professed him-
self ignorant of ; and I was extremely mortified at
hearing from his own mouth, that his interest with
Mr. Vandal was so very low, as to be insufficient of
itself to bring a new piece upon the stage. I then
begged his advice ; and he counselled me to apply
to Earl Sheerwit for a message in my favour to the
manager, who would not presume to refuse any
thing recommended by so great a man ; and he
was so kind as to promise to second this message
with all his power. I had immediate recourse to
the worthy gentlewoman, my friend already men-
tioned, which opened the channels of her convey-
ance with such expedition, that in a few days I
had the promise of the message, provided I could
assure myself of Mr. Vandal's being unengaged to
any other author ; for his lordship did not choose
to condescend so far, until he should understand
that there was a probability (at least) of succeed-
ing

; at the same time that blessed me with this
piece of news, I was startled at another, by the same
channel of communication ; which was, that Mr.
Marmozet, before he advised me to this applica-
tion, had informed the earl, that he had read my
play, and found it altogether unfit for the stage.
Though I could not doubt the certainty of this
intelligence, I believed there was some misappre-
hension in the case; and without taking any
notice of it, told Mr. Marmozet the answer I had
been favoured with ; and he promised to ask Mr.
Vandal the question proposed. I waited upoii
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him iu a day or two, when he gave me to under-
stand that Sir. Vandal, having professed himself
free of all engagements, he had put my play
into his hands, and represented it as a piece strongly

recommended by Earl Sheerwit, who, he assured
him, would honour him with a message in its favour

;

and he desired me to call for an answer at Mr.
Vandal's house in three days. I followed his di-

rections, and found the manager, who, being made
acquainted with my business, owned that Mr.
Marmozet had given him a manuscript play, but
denied that he had mentioned Earl Sheerwit's name.
When I informed him of the circumstances of the
affair, he said he had no engagement with any au-
thor ; that he would read my tragedy forthwith,

and did not believe he should venture to reject it

in contradiction to his lordship's opinion, for which
he had the utmost veneration, but put it into re-

hearsal without loss of time. I was so much in-

toxicated with this encouragement, that Ioverlooked
the mysterious conduct of Mr. Marmozet, and at-

tended the manager at the time appointed, when,
to my infinite confusion, he pronounced my play
improper for the stage, and rejected it accordingly.

As soon as I could recollect myself from the dis-

order into which this unexpected refusal had thrown
me, I expressed a desire of hearing his objections,

which were so groundless, indistinct, and unintel-

ligible, that I persuaded myself he had not at all

perused the piece, but had been prompted by some-
body, whose lessons he had not rightly retained.

However, I have been since informed, that the
poor man's head, which was not naturally very
clear, had been disordered with superstition, and
that he laboured under the tyranny of a wife, and
the terrors of hell-fire at the same time. Precipi-
tated, in this manner, from the highest pinnacle of
hope to the abyss of despondence, I was ready to

sink under the burden of my affliction, and, in the

bitterness of my anguish, could not help entertain-

ing some doubts of Mr. Marmozet's integrity, when
I recollected and compared the circumstances of
his conduct towards me. I was encouraged in this

suspicion, by being told, that my Lord Sheerwit
had spoke of his character with great contempt,
and, in particular, resented his insolence in oppo-
sing his own taste to that of his lordship concern-
ing my tragedy. While I hesitated between dif-

ferent opinions of the matter, that friend, who, as

I told you before, was a little hot-headed, favoured
me with a visit, and having heard a circumstantial

account of the whole affair, could not contain his

indignation, but affirmed, without ceremony, that

Marmozet was the sole occasion of my disappoint-

ment ; that he had acted from first to last with the
most perfidious dissimulation, cajoling me with in-

sinuating civilities, while he underhand employed
all his art and influence to prejudice the ignorant
manager against my performance ; that nothing
could equal his hypocrisy but his avarice, which
engrossed the faculties of his soul so much, that he
scrupled not to be guilty of the meanest practices

to gratify that sordid appetite ; that in consequence
of this disposition, he had prostituted his honour
in betraying my inexperience, and in undermining
the interest of another author of established
reputation, who had also offered a tragedy to the
stage, which he thought would interfere with the
success of the comedy he had bought, and deter-
mined to bring on at all events.

" I was shocked at the description of such a

monster, which I could not believe existed in the
world, bad as it is, and argued against the assever-
ations of my friend, by demonstrating the bad
policy of such behaviour, which could not fail of
entailing infamy upon the author ; and the small
temptation that a man of Mr. Marmozet's figure
and success could have to consult his interest in
such a grovelling manner, which must create con-
tempt and abhorrence of him in his patrons, and
effectually deprive him of the countenance and pro-
tection he now enjoys in such an eminent degree.
He pretended to laugh at my simplicity, and asked
if I knew for which of his virtues he was so much
caressed by the people of fashion. 'It is not,'

said he, ' for the qualities of his heart, that this

little parasite is invited to the tables of dukes and
lords, who hire extraordinary cooks for his enter-

tainment. His avarice they see not, his ingratitude

they feel not, his hypocrisy accommodates itself to

their humours, and is of consequence pleasing ; but
he is chiefly courted for his buffoonery, and will be
admitted into the choicest parties of quality for

his talent of mimicking Punch and his wife Joan,
when a poet of the most exquisite genius is not able

to attract the least regard.' God forbid, Mr. Ran-
dom, that I should credit assertions that degrade
the dignity of our- superiors so much, and represent

that poor man as the most abject of all beings !

No ! I looked upon them as the hyperboles of pas-

sion ; and though that comedy of which he spoke
did actually appear, I dare not doubt the innocence
of Mr. Marmozet, who, I am told, is as much as

ever in favour with the earl : a circumstance that

surely could not be, unless he had vindicated his

character to the satisfaction of his lordship. Pray
forgive this long digression, and give the hearing
a little longer

;
for, thank Heaven ! I am now near

the goal.
" Baffled in all my attempts, I despaired of seeing

my play acted ; and bethought myself of choosing
some employment, that might afford a sure, though
mean subsistence ; but my landlord, to whom I

was by this time considerably indebted, and who
had laid his account "with having his money paid

all in a heap, from the profits of my third night,

could not brook his disappointment, therefore made
another effort in my behalf, and, by dint of interest,

procured a message from a lady of fashion to Mr.
Braver, who had always professed a great venera-

tion for her, desiring that he would set up my play

forthwith, and assuring him that she and all her

friends would support it in the performance. To
strengthen my interest, she engaged his best actors

in my cause; and, in short, exerted herself so

much, that it was again received, and my hopes

began to revive. But Mr. Braver, honest man, was
so much engrossed by business of vast consequence,

though to appearance he had nothing at all to do,

that he could not find time to read it until the sea-

son was pretty far advanced ; and read it he must,

for, notwithstanding his having perused it before,

his memory did not retain one circumstance of the

matter.
" At length he favoured it with his attention, and,

having proposed certain alterations, sent his duty

to the lady who patronized it, and promised, on his

honour, to bring it on next winter, provided these

alterations should be made, and the copy delivered

to him before the end of April. With an aching

heart, I submitted to these conditions, and performed

them accordingly. But fortune owed me another
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unforeseen mortification

; Mr. Marmozet, during
the summer, became joint patentee with Mr. Brayer

;

so that, when I claimed performance of articles, I
was told, he could do nothing without the consent
of his partner, who was pre-engaged to another
author.

"My condition was rendered desperate by the
death of my good friend and landlord, whose exe-
cutors obtained a judgment against my effects,
which they seized, turned me out into the streets
naked, friendless, and forlorn ; there I was arrested
at the suit of my tailor, and thrown into this prison,
where I have made shift to live these five weeks on
the bounty of my fellow-prisoners, who, I hope, are
not the worse for the instruction and good offices
by which I manifest my gratitude

; but, in spite of
all their charitable endeavours, my life was scarce
tolerable, until your uncommon benevolence enabled
me to enjoy it with comfort."

CHAPTER LXTV.
I am seized with a deep Melancholy, and become a Sloven-
Am relieved by my Uncle—He prevails upon me to en-
gage with his Owners, as Surgeon of the Ship which he
commands—He makes me a considerable Present— Enter-
tains Strap as his Steward—I take leave of my Friends, and

go on Board—The Ship arrives in the Downs.

I shall not make any reflections on this story,m the course of which the reader must perceive
how egregiously the simplicity and milky disposi-
tion of this worthy man had been duped and abused
by a set of scoundrels, who were so habituated to
falsehood and equivocation, that I verily believe,
they would have found the utmost difficulty in ut-
tering one syllable of truth, though their lives had
depended upon their sincerity. Notwithstanding
all I had suffered from the knavery and selfishness
of mankind, I was amazed and incensed at the base
indifference which suffered such uncommon merit
as he possessed to languish in obscurity, and struggle
with all the miseries of a loathsome jail ; and should
have blessed the occasion that secluded me from
such a perfidious world, had not the remembrance
of the amiable Narcissa preserved my attachment
to that society of which she constituted a part.
The picture of that lovely creature was the con-
stant companion of my solitude. How often did I
contemplate the resemblance of those enchantinc
features that first captivated my heart ! How often
did I weep over those endearing scenes which her
image recalled

; and how often did I curse my per-
fidious fate for having robbed me of the fair original

!

In vain did my imagination flatter me with schemes
of future happiness; surly reason always inter-
posed, and, in a moment, overthrew that unsub-
stantial fabric, by chastising the extravagance of
my hope, and representing my unhappy situation
IB the right point of view. In vain did I fly for
refuge to the amusements of the place, and engage
in the parties of Jackson, at cards, billiards, nine-
pins, and fives ; a train of melancholy thoughts took
possession of my soul, which even the conversation
of Melopoyn could not divert. I ordered Strap to
inquire every day at Banter's lodgings, in expec-
tation of hearing again from my charmer ; and
my disappointment considerably augmented my
chagrin. My affectionate valet was infected with
my sorrow, and often sat with me whole hours with-
out speaking, uttering sigh for sigh, and shedding
tear for tear. This fellowship increased our dis-
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temper
;
he became incapable of business, and was

discarded by his master ; while I, seeing my money
melt away, without any certainty of deliverance,
and, in short, all my hopes frustrated, prew negli-
gent of life, lost all appetite, and degenerated into
such a sloven, that during the space of two months,
I was neither washed, shifted, nor shaved ; so that
my face, rendered meagre with abstinence, was
obscured with dirt, and overshadowed with hair,
and my whole appearance squalid and even fright-
ful

;
when, one day, Strap brought me notice, that

there was a man below who wanted to speak with
me. Roused at this intelligence, and in full hopes
of receiving a letter from "the dear object of my
love, I ran down stairs with the utmost precipita-
tion, and found, to my infinite surprise, my generous
uncle Mr. Bowling. Transported at the sight, I
sprung forward to embrace him. Upon which he
started aside with great agility, drew his hanger,
and put himself upon his guard, saying, "Avast
brother, avast

! sheer off!— Yoho! you turnkey,
why don't you keep a better look-out ? here's one
of your crazy prisoners broke from his lashings, I
do suppose." 1 could not help laughing heartily at
his mistake

; but this I soon rectified by my voice,
which he instantly recollected, and shook me by
the hand with great affection, testifying his con-
cern at seeing me in such a miserable condition.

I conducted him to my apartment, where, in
presence of Strap, whom I introduced to him as one
of my best friends, he gave me to understand, that
he was just arrived from the Coast of Guinea, after
having made a pretty successful voyage, in which
he acted as mate, until the ship was attacked by a
French privateer; that the captain being killed
during the engagement, he had taken the command,
and was so fortunate as to sink the enemy ; after
which exploit he fell in with a merchant ship from
Martinico, laden with sugar, indigo, and some silver;
and, by virtue of his letter of marque, attacked, took,
and brought her safe into Kinsale, in Ireland, where
she was condemned as a lawful prize; by which
means he had not only got a pretty sum of money,
but also acquired the favour of his owners, who had
already conferred upon him the command of a large
ship, mounted with twenty-nine pounders, ready to
sail upon a very advantageous voyage, which he
was not at liberty to discover. And he assured me,
that it was with the greatest difficulty that he had
found me, in consequence of a direction left for
him at hislodgings at Wapping.

I was rejoiced beyond measure at this account of
his good fortune

; and, at his desire, recounted all
the adventures that had happened to me since we
parted. When he understood the particulars of
Straps attachment to me, he squeezed his hand
very cordially, and promised to make a man of him

;

then giving me ten guineas for my present occasion!
took a direction for the tailor who arrested me, and
went away in order to discharge the debt, tellino-
me at parting, that he would soon fetch up all my
lee-way with a wet sail.

I was utterly confounded at this sudden transi-
tion, which affected me more than any reverse I
had formerly felt

; and a crowd of incoherent ideas
rushed so impetuously upon my imagination, thatmy reason could neither separate nor connect them
when Strap, whose joy had manifested itself in a
thousand fooleries, came into my room with his
shaving utensils, and, without any previous intima-
tion, began to lather my beard, whistling with great
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emotion all the -while. I started from my reverie,

and being too well acquainted with Strap, to trust

myself in his hands while he was under such agi-

tation, desired to be excused, sent for another barber,

and suffered myself to be trimmed. Having per-

formed the ceremony of ablution, I shifted, an<L

dressing in my gayest apparel, waited for the return

of my uncle, who was agreeably surprised at my
sudden transformation.

This beneficent kinsman had satisfied my cre-

ditor, and obtained an order for my discharge, so

that I was no longer a prisoner ; but as I had some
reluctance to part with my friends and fellows in

distress, I prevailed upon Mr. Bowling to favour us

with his company, and invited Mr. Melopoyn and
Jackson to spend the evening at my apartment,

where I regaled them with a supper, good wine, and
the news of my release, on which they heartily

congratulated me, notwithstanding the loss of my
company, which, they were pleased to say, they

should severely feel. As for Jackson, his misfor-

tune made so little impression on himself, and he

was altogether so loose, indifferent, and indiscreet,

that I could scarce pity his situation. But I had
conceived a veneration and friendship for the poet,

who was, in all respects, an object much more wor-

thy of compassion and regard. When our guests

withdrew, and my uncle had retired, with an inten-

tion to visit me next morning, I made up a bundle

of some linen, and other necessaries, and bidding

Strap carry them to Mr. Melopoyn's lodging, went

thither myself, and pressed it upon his acceptance,

with five guineas, which, with much difficulty, he

received, assuring me, at the same time, that he

should never have it in his power to make satis-

faction. I then asked if I could serve him any
other way ? To which he answered, " You already

have done too much ;" and unable to contain the

emotions of his soul any longer, burst into tears

and wept aloud. Moved at this spectacle, I left him
to his repose ; and when my uncle returned in the

morning, represented his character in such a fa-

vourable light, that the honest seaman was affected

with his distress, and determined to follow my ex-

ample, in presenting him with five pieces more.

Upon which, that I might save him some confusion,

I advised Mr. Bowling to enclose it in a letter to be

delivered by Strap after we should be gone.

This was accordingly done. I took a formal leave

of all my acquaintance in the jail ; and just as I

was about to step into an hackney-coach at the

gate, Jackson calling me, I returned, and he asked

me in a whisper, if I could lend him a shilling ? His

demand being so moderate, and in all likelihood the

last he would make upon me, I slipped a guinea

into his hand, which he no sooner perceived, than

he cried, " O Jesus ! a guinea !" then laying hold of

a button of my coat, broke out into an immoderate

fit of laughter ; and when his convulsion was ended,

told me, I was an honest fellow, and let me go.

The coachman was ordered to drive to Mr. Bowling's

lodgings, where, when we arrived, he entered into

a serious discourse with me on the subject of my
situation, and proposed that I should sail with him
in quality of his surgeon ; in which case he would

put me in a method of getting a fortune in a few

years by my own industry ; and assured me, that I

might expect to inherit all that he should die pos-

sessed of, provided I should survive him. Though
I was penetrated with a sense of his generosity, I

was startled at a proposal that offered violence to

my love, and signified my sentiments on that head,

which he did not seem to relish, but observed, that

love was the fruit of idleness
;
that, when once I

should be employed in business, and my mind
engaged in making money, I should be no more
troubled with these silly notions, which none but

your fair-weather Jacks, who have nothing but

their pleasure to mind, ought to entertain. I was
piqued at this insinuation, which I looked upon
as a reproach, and, without giving myself time to

deliberate, accepted his offer. He was overjoyed

at my compliance, carried me immediately to his

chief owner, with whom a bargain was struck ; so

that then I could not retract with honour, had I

been ever so much averse to the agreement. That
I might not have time to cool, he bade me draw out

a list of medicines for a complement of five hun-
dred men, adapted to the distempers of hot climates,

and sufficient for a voyage of eighteen months, and
carry it to a certain wholesale apothecary, who
would also provide me in two well qualified mates.

While I was thus employed, Strap came in, and
looked very blank, when he understood my resolu-

tion. However, after a pause of some minutes, he
insisted upon going along with me ; and at my de-

sire was made ship's steward by Captain Bowling,

who promised to be at the expense of fitting him
out, and to lend him two hundred pounds to pur-

chase an adventure.

When I had delivered my list of medicines,

chosen a couple of my own countrymen for mates,

and bespoke a set of chirurgical instruments, my
uncle told me, that, by his last voyage, he had
cleared almost three thousand pounds, one third of

which he would immediately make over and put

into my hands ; that he would procure for me
credit to the value of as much more, in such goods

as would turn to best account in the country to

which we were bound ; and that, although he

looked upon my interest as his own, he would keep

the remaining part of his fortune in his own dis-

posal, with a view of preserving his independence,

and a power of punishing me, in case I should not

make a good use of what he had already bestowed.

Without troubling the reader with an account of

the effect which this surprising generosity had upon

my mind, I shall only say, that his promises were

instantly performed, and an invoice of merchandise

proper for the voyage presented to me, that I

might purchase the goods, and ship them with

all expedition. In the midst of this hurry, the

remembrance of my charming Narcissa often

interposed, and made me the most miserable of all

mortals. I was distracted with the thought of

being torn from her, perhaps for ever : and though

the hope of seeing her again might have supported

me under the torments of separation, I could not

reflect upon the anguish she must feel at parting

with me, and the incessant sorrows to which her

tender bosom would be exposed during my absence,

without being pierced with the deepest affliction.

As my imagination was daily and nightly upon the

rack to invent some method of mitigating this cruel

stroke, or at least of acquitting my love and honour

in the opinion of this gentle creature, I at length

stumbled upon an expedient, with which the reader

will be made acquainted in due time ;
and, in con-

sequence of my determination, became less uneasy

and disturbed.

My business being finished, and the ship ready

to sail, I resolved to make my last appearance
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among my acquaintance at the other end of the
town, -where I had not been since my imprison-
ment ; and as I had, by the advice of my uncle,
taken off some very rich clothes for sale, I put on
the gayest suit in my possession, and went in a chair
to the coffeehouse I used to frequent, where I found
my friend Banter so confounded at the magnificence
of my dress, that, when I made up to him, he gazed
at me with a look of astonishment, without being
able, for some minutes, to open his lips ; then pulling
me aside by the sleeve, and fixing his eyes on
mine, accosted me in this manner: "Random,
where the devil have you been ? eh !—What is the
meaning of all this finery ?—Oho ! I understand you.—You are just arrived from the country ! what

!

the roads are good, eh !—Well, Random, you are a
bold fellow, and a lucky fellow !—but take care,
the pitcher goes often to the well, but is broke at

last." So saying, he pointed to his collar ; by which
gesture, and the broken hints he had ejaculated, I
found he suspected me of having robbed on the
highway ; and I laughed very heartily at his sup-
position. Without explaining myself any further,
I told him he was mistaken in his conjecture ; that
I had been for some time past with the relation of
whom he had frequently heard me speak ; and that,
as I should set out next day upon my travels, I had
come to take my leave of my friends, and to receive
of him the money he had borrowed from me, which,
now that I was going abroad, I should certainly have
occasion for. He was a little disconcerted at this
demand

; but, recollecting himself in a moment,
swore in an affected passion, that I had used him
extremely ilL and he would never forgive me, for
having, by this short warning, put it out of his
power to free himself of an obligation he could no
longer bear. I could not help smiling at this pre-
tended delicacy, which I commended highly, telling
him he needed not to be uneasy on that score, for I
would give him a direction to a merchant in the city,
with whom I would leave a discharge for the sum,
to be delivered upon payment. He professed much
joy at this expedient, and with great eagerness
asked the person's name and place of abode, which
he forthwith wrote in his pocket-book, assuring me,
that he should not be long in my debt. This affair,

which I knew he would never after think of, being
settled to his satisfaction, I sent cards to all my
friends, desiring the favour of their company at a
tavern in the evening, when they honoured my
invitation, and I had the pleasure of treating them
in a very elegant manner, at which they expressed
equal admiration as applause. Having enjoyed
ourselves till midnight, I took my leave of them,
and was well nigh stifled with caresses. Next day
I set out with Strap, in a post-chaise for Gravesend,
where we went on board, and, the wind serving,
weighed anchor in less than twelve hours. Without
meeting with any accident, we reached the Downs,
where we were obliged to come to an anchor, and
wait for an easterly wind to carry us out of the
Channel.

CHAPTER LXV.
I set out for Sussex—Consult Mrs. Sagely—Achieve an Inter-
view with Narcissa—Return to the Ship—We get clear of
the Channel— I learn our Destination—We are chased by a
large Ship—The Company are dismayed, and encouraged
by the Captain's Speech—Our Pursuer happens to be an
English Man of War—We arrive at the Coast of Guinea,
purchase 400 Negroes, sail for Paraguay, get safe into the
River of Plate, and sell our Cargo to great Advantage.

It was now I put in execution the scheme I had
projected at London; and asking leave of the
captain for Strap and me to stay on shore till the
wind should become favourable, my request was
granted, because he had orders to remain in the
Downs until he should receive some despatches
from London, which he did not expect in less than
a week. Having imparted my resolution to my
trusty valet, who (though he endeavoured to dis-
suade me from such a rash undertaking) woidd not
quit me in the enterprise, I hired horses, and set
out immediately for that part of Sussex where my
charmer was confined, which was not above thirty
miles distant from Deal, where we mounted. As I
was perfectly well acquainted with the extent of the
squire's estate and influence, I halted within five miles
of his house, where we remained till the twilight,
at which time we set forward, and, by the favour of
a dark night, reached a copse about half a mile
from the village where Mrs. Sagely lived. Here we
left our horses tied to a tree, and went directly
to the house of my old benefactress, Strap trembling
all the way, and venting ejaculatory petitions to
Heaven for our safety. Her habitation being quite
solitary, we arrived at the door without being
observed, when I ordered my companion to enter
by himself, and, in case there should be company
with her, deliver a letter which I had writ for that
purpose, and say that a friend of hers in London,
understanding that he intended to travel this
road, had committed it to his care. He rapped
at the door, to which the good old matron coming,
told him, that being a lone woman, he must excuse
her if she did not open it until he had declared his
name and business. He answered, that his name
was unknown to her, and that his business was to
deliver a letter, which, to free her from all manner
of apprehension, he would convey to her through
the space between the door and threshold. This
he instantly performed ; and she no sooner read the
contents, which specified my being present, than she
cried, " If the person who wrote this letter be at
hand, let him speak, that I may be assured by his

voice whether or not I may safely admit him." I
forthwith applied my mouth to the key-hole, and
pronounced, " Dear mother, you need not be afraid

;

it is I, so much indebted to your goodness, who now
crave admittance." She knewmy voice, and opening
the door immediately, received me with a truly
maternal affection, manifesting, by the tears she let

fall, her concern lest I should be discovered, for she
had been informed of every thing that had happened
between Narcissa and me, from the dear captive's
own mouth.
When I explained the motive of my journey,

which was no other than a desire of seeing the
object of my love before I should quit the kingdom,
that I might in person convince her of the necessity
I was under to leave her, reconcile her to that
event, by describing the advantages that in all pro-
bability woidd attend it, repeat my vows of eternal
constancy, and enjoy the melancholy pleasure of a
tender embrace at parting ; I say, when I had thus
signified my intention, Mrs. Sagely told me, that
Narcissa, upon her return from Bath, had been so
strictly watched, that nobody but one or two of
the servants, devoted to her brother, was admitted
to her presence ; that afterwards she had been a
little enlarged, and was permitted to see company,
during which indulgence she had been several times
at her cottage ; but of late she had been betrayed

L 2
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by one of the servants, who discovered to the

squire, that he had once carried a letter from her
to the post-house, directed to me ;

upon which in-

formation she was now more confined than ever,

and that I could have no chance of seeing her, un-

less I would run the risk of getting into the garden,

where she and her maid were every day allowed to

take the air, and he hid until I shoidd have an
opportunity of speaking to them—an adventure
attended with such danger, that no man in his

right wits would attempt it. This enterprise, ha-

zardous as it was, I resolved to perform, in spite of
all the arguments of Mrs. Sagely, who reasoned,

chid, and entreated by turns, and the tears and
prayers of Strap, who conjured me, on his knees,

to have more regard to myself, as well as to him,

than to attempt my own destruction in such a pre-

cipitate manner. I was deaf to every thing but the

suggestions of my love ; and ordering him to re-

turn immediately with the horses to the inn from
whence we set out, and wait for my coming in that

place, he at first peremptorily refused to leave me,
until I persuaded him, that, if our horses should
remain where they were till daylight, they would
certainly be discovered, and the whole county
alarmed. On this consideration, he took his leave

in a sorrowful plight, kissed my hand, and weep-
ing, cried, " God knows if ever I shall see you
again."—My kind landlady, finding me obstinate,

gave me her best advice how to behave in the
execution of my project

; and, after having per-

suaded me to take a little refreshment, accom-
modated me with a bed, and left me to my repose.

Early in the morning, I arose, and armed with a
couple of loaded pistols and a hanger, went to the

back of the squire's garden, climbed over the wall,

and, according to Mrs. Sagely's direction, con-
cealed myself in a thicket, hard by an alcove that ter-

minated a walk at a good distance from the house,

which (I was told) my mistress chiefly frequented.

Here I absconded from five o'clock in the morning
to six in the evening, without seeing a human
creature ; at last I perceived two women approach-
ing, whom, by my throbbing heart, I soon recog-

nized to be the adorable Narcissa and Miss
Williams. I felt the strongest agitation of soul at

the sight : and guessing that they would repose
themselves in the alcove, stepped into it unper-
ceived, and laid upon the stone table a picture of
myself in miniature, for which I had sat in Lon-
don, purposing to leave it with Narcissa before I

should go abroad. I exposed it in this manner, as

an introduction to my own appearance, which,
without some previous intimation, I was afraid

might have an unlucky effect upon the delicate

nerves of my fair enslaver ; and then withdrew
into the thicket, where I could hear their discourse,

and suit myself to the circumstances of the occa-

sion. As they advanced, I observed an air of me-
lancholy in the countenance of Narcissa, blended
with such unspeakable sweetness, that I could
scarce refrain from flying into her arms, and kiss-

ing away the pearly drop that stood collected in

each bewitching eye. According to my expecta-

tion, she entered the alcove, and perceiving some-
thing on the table, took it up. No sooner did she

east n*-r eye upon the features, than, startled at the

resemblance, she cried, "Good God!" and the

roses instantly vanished from her cheeks. Her
confidant, alarmed at this exclamation, looked at

the picture, and, struck with the likeness, ex-

claimed, " O Jesus ! the very features of Mr. Ran-
dom !" Narcissa having recollected herself a little,

said, " Whatever angel brought it hither as a
comfort to me in my affliction, I am thankful for

the benefit, and will preserve it as the dearest ob-
ject of my care." So saying, she kissed it with
surprising ardour, shed a flood of tears, and then
deposited the lifeless image in her lovely bosom.
Transported at these symptoms of her unaltered
affection, I was about to throw myself at her feet,

when Miss Williams, whose reflection was less

engaged than that of her mistress, observed, that

the picture could not transport itself hither, and
that she could not help thinking I was not far off.

The gentle Narcissa, startling at this conjecture,

answered, " Heaven forbid ! for although nothing
in the universe could yield me satisfaction equal to

that of his presence for one poor moment, in a
proper place, I would rather forfeit his company—
almost for ever, than see him here, where his life

would be exposed to so much danger." I could

no longer restrain the impulse of my passion, but,

breaking from my concealment, stood before her,

when she uttered a fearful shriek, and fainted in

the arms of her companion. I flew towards the

treasure of my soul, clasped her in my embrace,

and, with the warmth of my kisses, brought her

again to life. O! that I were endowed with the

expression of a Raphael, the graces of a Guido, the

magic touches of a Titian, that I might represent

the fond concern, the chastened rapture, and inge-

nuous blush, that mingled in her beauteous face

when she opened her eyes upon me, and pro-

nounced, " O heavens ! is it you?"
I am afraid I have already encroached upon the

reader's patience, with the particulars of this

amour, on which, I own, I cannot help being im-
pertinently circumstantial. I shall therefore omit

the less material passages of this interview, during

which I convinced her reason, though I could not

appease the sad presages of her love, with regard to

the long voyage and dangers I must undergo. When
we had spent an hour (which was all she could

spare from the barbarity of her brother's vigilance)

in lamenting over our hard fate, and in repeating

our reciprocal vows, Miss Williams reminded us

of the necessitv there was for our immediate part-

ing ; and sure, lovers never parted with such sor-

row and reluctance as we. But because my words

are incapable of doing justice to this affecting

circumstance, I am obliged to draw a veil over it,

and observe, that I returned in the dark to the

house of Mrs. Sagely, who was overjoyed to hear

of my success, and opposed the tumults of my
grief with such strength of reason, that my mind
regained in some measure its tranquillity ; and that

very night, after having forced upon the good

gentlewoman a purse of twenty guineas, as a token

of my gratitude and esteem, I took my leave of

her, and set out on foot for the inn, where my ar-

rival freed honest Strap from the horrors of unutter-

able dread.

We took horse immediately, and alighted early

next morning at Deal, where I found my uncle in

great concern on accoimt of my absence, because

he had received his despatches, and must have

weighed with the first fair wind, whether I had

been on board or not. Next day, a brisk easterly

gale springing up, we set sail, and in eight and

forty hours got clear of the Channel.

When we were about two hundred leagues to
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westward of the Land's End. the captain taking me
apart into the cahin, told me, that, now he was per-

mitted hy his instructions, he would disclose the

intent and destination of our voyage :
" The ship,"

said he, " which has been fitted out at a great expense,

is hound for the coast of Guinea, where we shall

exchange part of our cargo for slaves and gold

dust ; from thence we will transport our negroes to

Buenos-Ayres in New Spain, where, hy virtue of

passports obtained from our own court, and that of

Madrid, we will dispose of them and the goods
that remain on board for silver, by means of our
supercargo, who is perfectly well acquainted with
the coast, the lingo, and inhabitants." Being thus

let into the secret of our expedition, I borrowed of
the supercargo a Spanish grammar, dictionary, and
some other books of the same language, which I

studiedwith such application, that, before we arrived

in New Spain, I could maintain a conversation with
him in that tongue. Being arrived in the warm
latitudes, I ordered, with the captain's consent, the

whole ship's company to be blooded and purged,
myself undergoing the same evacuation, in order
to prevent those dangerous fevers to which northern
constitutions are subject in hot climates ; and I

have reason to believe that this precaution was not
unserviceable, for we lost but one sailor during our
whole passage to the coast.

One day, when we had been about five weeks at

sea, we descried to windward a large ship bearing
down upon us with all the sail she could carry.

Upon which my uncle ordered the studding sails to

be hoisted, and the ship to be cleared for engaging

;

but finding that, to use the seaman's phrase, we
were very much wronged by the ship which had
us in chase, and which by this time had hoisted
French colours,he commanded the studding-sails to

be taken in, the courses to be clewed up, the main-
top sail to be backed, the tompions to be taken out
of the guns, and every man to repair to his quar-
ters. While every body was busied in the per-
formance of these orders, Strap came upon the
quarter-deck, trembling, and looking aghast, and,
with a voice half suppressed by fear, asked if I
thought we were a match for the vessel in pursuit
of us ? Observing his consternation, I said, " What

!

are you afraid, Strap?" "Afraid!" he replied,
'• n-n-no ; what should I be afraid of? I thank
God, I have a clear conscience ; but I believe it

will be a bloody battle, and I wish you may not
have occasion for another hand to assist you in the
cockpit." I immediately perceived his drift, and
making the captain acquainted with his situation,

desired he might be stationed below with me and
my mates. My uncle, incensed at his pusillanimity,
bade me send him down instantly, that his fear
might not infect the ship's company

;
whereupon I

told the poor steward, that I had begged him for

my assistant, and desired him to go down and help
my mates to get ready the instruments and dressings.
Notwithstanding the satisfaction he must have felt

at these tidings, he affected a shyness of quitting
the upper deck ; and said, he hoped I did not ima-
gine he was afraid to do his duty above board ; for
he believed himself as well prepared for death as
any man in the ship, no disparagement to me or
the captain. I was disgusted at this affectation,

and, in order to punish his hypocrisy, assured him,
he might take his choice either of going down to

the cockpit with me, or of staying upon deck during
the engagement. Alarmed at this indifference, he

replied, " Well, to oblige you, I'll go down
; but,

remember, it is more for your sake than my own."
So saying, he disappeared in a twinkling, without
waiting for an answer. By this time we could
observe two tier of guns in the ship which pursued
us, and which was now but two short miles astern.

This discovery had an evident effect upon the

sailors, who did not scruple to say, that we should
be torn to pieces, and blown out of the water, and
that, if in case any of them should lose their precious

limbs, they must go a-begging for life, for there

was no provision made by the merchants for those

poor souls who were maimed in their service. The
captain, understanding this backwardness, ordered
the crew abaft, and spoke to them thus :

" My lads,

I am told you hang an a—se. I have gone to sea
thirty years man and boy, and never saw English
sailors afraid before. Mayhap you think I want to

expose you for the lucre of gain. Whosoever thinks
so, thinks a d—ned lie, for my whole cargo is

insured ; so that, in case I should be taken, my loss

would not be great. The enemy is stronger than
we, to be sure. What then ? have we not a chance
for carrying away one of her masts, and so get

clear of . her ? If we find her too hard for us, 'tis

but striking at last. If any man is hurt in the

engagement, I promise on the word of an honest
seaman, to make him a recompense according to his

loss. So now, you that are lazy, lubberly, cow-
ardly dogs, get away, and skulfc in the hold and
bread room ; and you that are jolly boys, stand by
me, and let us give one broadside for the honour of
Old England." This eloquent harangue was so
well adapted to the disposition of his hearers, that

one and all of them, pulling off their hats, waved
them over their heads, and saluted him with three

cheers
;
upon which he sent his hoy for two large

case bottles of brandy, and having treated every
man with a dram, they repaired to their quarters,

and waited impatiently for the word of command.
I must do my uncle the justice to say, that, in the

whole of his disposition, he behaved with the utmost
intrepidity, conduct, and deliberation. The enemy
being very near, he ordered me to my station, and
was just going to give the word for hoisting the

colours, and firing, when the supposed Frenchman
hauled down his white pennant, jack, and ensign,

hoisted English ones, and fired a gun ahead of us.

This was a joyful event to Captain Bowling, who
immediately showed his colour?nand fired a gun to

leeward. Upon which the other ship ran along-
side of us, hailed him, and giving liim to know that
she was an English man of war of forty guns,
ordered him to hoist out his boat and come on
board. This command he obeyed with the more
alacrity, because, upon inquiry, he found that she
was commanded by an old messmate of his, who
was overjoyed to see him, detained him to dinner,
and sent his barge for the supercargo and me, who
were very much caressed on his account. As this

commander was destined to cruise upon the French,
in the latitude of Martinico, his stem and quarters
were adorned with white fleur-de-lis, and the whole
shell of the ship so much disguised for a decoy to
the enemy, that it was no wonder my uncle did not
know her, although he had sailed on board of her
many years. We kept company with her four days,
during which time the captains were never asunder,
and then parted, our course lying different from
hers.

In less than a fortnight after our separation, we
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made the land of Guinea, near the mouth of the
river Gambia, and trading along the coast as far to

the southward of the line as Angola and Bengula,
in less than six months disposed of the greatest
part of our cargo, and purchased four hundred
negroes, my adventure having been laid out in
gold dust.

Our complement being made up, we took our
departure from Cape Negro, and arrived in the Rio
de la Plata in six weeks, having met with nothing
remarkable in our voyage, except an epidemic
fever, not unlike the jail distemper, which broke
out among our slaves, and carried off a good many
of the ship's company

; among whom I lost one of
my mates, and poor Strap had well nigh given up
the ghost. Having produced our passport to the
Spanish governor, we were received with great
courtesy, sold our slaves in a very few days, and
could have put off five times the number at our own
price

;
though we were obliged to smuggle the rest

of our merchandise, consisting of European bale
goods, which, however, we made shift to dispose
of at a great advantage.

CHAPTER LXVI.
I am invited to the Villa of a Spanish Don, where we meet
with an English Gentleman, and make a very interesting
Discovery—We leave Buenos-Ayres, and arrive at Jamaica.

Ocr ship being freed from the disagreeable lading
of negroes, to whom, indeed, I had been a miserable
slavesince our leaving the coast of Guinea, I began
to enjoy myself, and breathe with pleasure the pure
air of Paraguay, this part of which is reckoned the
Montpelier of South America, and has obtained, on
account of its climate, the name of Buenos-Ayres.
It was in this delicious place that I gave myself
entirely up to the thoughts of my dear Narcissa,
whose image still kept possession of my breast, and
whose charms, enhanced by absence, appeared to
my imagination, if possible, more engaging than
ever ! I calculated the profits of my voyage, which
even exceeded my expectation; resolved to pur-
chase a handsome sinecure upon my arrival in
England, and, if I should find the squire as averse
to me as ever, marry his sister by stealth ; and in
case our family should increase, relv upon the
generosity of my uncle, who was by this time worth
a considerable sum.
While I amused myself with these agreeable

projects, and the transporting hopes of enjoying
Narcissa, we -were very much caressed by the
Spanish gentlemen, who"frequently formed parties
of pleasure for our entertainment, in which we made
excursions a good way into the country. Among
those who signalized themselves by their civility to
us, there was one Don Antonio de Ribera, a very
polite young gentleman, with whom I had contracted
an intimate friendship, who invited us one day to
his country house, and, as a further inducement to
our compliance, promised to procure for us the
company of an English signior, who had been set-
tled in those parts many years, and acquired the
love and esteem of the whole province, by his affa-
bility, good sense, and honourable behaviour.
We accepted his invitation, and set out for his

villa, where we had not been longer than an hour,
when the person arrived in whose favour I had been
so much prepossessed. He was a tall man, remark-
ably well-shaped, of a fine mien and appearance, com-

manding respect, and seemed to be turned of forty
;

the features of his face were saddened with a re-
serve and gravity, which in other countries would
have been thought the effect of melancholy ; but
here appeared to have been contracted by his com-
merce with the Spaniards, who are remarkable for
that severity of countenance. Understanding from
Don Antonio that we were his countrymen, he sa-
luted us all round very complaisantly, and fixing
his eyes very attentively on me, uttered a deep sigh.
I had been struck with a profound veneration
for him at his first coming into the room ; and no
sooner observed this expression of his sorrow, di-
rected, as it were, in a particular manner to me,
than my heart took part in his grief. I sympathized
involuntarily, and sighed in my turn. Having
asked leave of our entertainer, he accosted us in
English, professed his satisfaction at seeing so many
of his countrymen in such a remote place, and
asked the captain, who went by the name of Signior
Thoma, from what part of Britain he had sailed,

and whither he was bound. My uncle told him
that we had sailed from the river Thames, and
were bound for the same place, by the way of
Jamaica, where we intended to take in a lading of
sugar.

Having satisfied himself in these and other par-
ticulars about the state of the war, he gave us to

understand that he had a longing desire to revisit

his native country, in consequence of which he
had already transmitted to Europe the greatest part
of his fortune in neutral bottoms, and would will-

ingly embark the rest of it with himself, in our
ship, provided the captain had no objection to such
a passenger. My uncle very prudently replied,

that for his part he should be glad of his company,
if he could procure the consent of the governor,
without which he durst not admit him on board,
whatever inclination he had to oblige him. The
gentleman approved of his discretion, and, telling

him that there woidd be no difficulty in obtaining
the connivance of the governor, who was his good
friend, shifted the conversation to another subject.

I was overjoyed to hear his intention, and al-

ready interested myself so much in his favour,
that, had he been disappointed, I should have been
very unhappy. In the course of our entertainment,
he eyed me with uncommon attachment ; I felt a
surprising attraction towards him ; when he spoke.
I listened with attention and reverence; the dignity
of his deportment filled me with affection and awe

;

and, in short, the emotions of my soul, in presence
of this stranger, were strong and unaccountable !

Having spent the best part of the day with us,

he took his leave, telling Captain Thoma, that he
should hear from him in a short time. He was no
sooner gone, than I asked a thousand questions
about him of Don Antonio, who coidd give me no
other satisfaction, than that his name was Don
Rodrigo, that he had lived fifteen or sixteen years
in these parts, was reputed rich, and supposed to

have been unfortunate in his younger years, be-
cause he was observed to nourish a pensive melan-
choly, even from the time of his first settlement
among them ; but that nobody had ventured to in-

quire into the cause of his sorrow, in consideration of

his peace, which might suffer in the recapitulation

of his misfortunes.

I was seized with an irresistible desire of know-
ing the particulars of his fate, and enjoyed not one
hour of repose during the whole night, by reason
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of the eager conceptions that inspired me with re-

gard to his story, which I resolved, if possible, to

learn. Next morning, while we were at breakfast,

three mules richly caparisoned arrived with a

message from Don Rodrigo, desiring our company,
and that of Don Antonio, at his house, which was
situated about ten miles farther up in the country.

I was pleased with this invitation, in consequence

of which we mounted the mules which he had pro-

vided for us, and alighted at his house before noon.

Here we were splendidly entertained by the gener-

ous stranger, who still seemed to show a particular

regard for me, and, after dinner, made me a pre-

sent of a ring set with a beautiful amethyst, the

production of that country, saying, at the same
time, that he was once blessed with a son, who,
lad he lived, would have been nearly of my age.

This observation, delivered with a profound sigh,

made my heart throb with violence ; a crowd of

confused ideas rushed upon my imagination, which
while I endeavoured to unravel, my uncle perceived

my absence of thought, and tapping me on the

shoulder, said, " Oons ! are you asleep, Rory !"

Before I had time to reply, Don Rodrigo, with un-
common eagerness of voice and look, pronounced,
" Pray, captain, what is the young gentleman's

name ?"—" His name," said my uncle, " is Roderick
Random." " Gracious Powers !" cried the stranger,

starting up,—"and his mother's?"—"His mother,"
answered the captain, amazed, " was called Char-
lotte Bowling." " 0 boimteous Heaven !" ex-
claimed Don Rodrigo, springing across the table,

and clasping me in his arms, " my son ! my son

!

have I found thee again?— do I hold thee in my
embrace, after having lost and despaired of seeing

thee so long ?" So saying, he fell upon my neck
and wept aloud with joy ; while the power of na-
ture operating strongly in my breast, I was lost in

rapture, and while he pressed me to his heart, let

fall a shower of tears into his bosom. His utter-

ance was choked up a good while by the agitation

of his soul. At length he broke out into, " Myste-
rious Providence!—0 my dear Charlotte! there

yet remains a pledge of our love; and such a pledge!
—so found !—O Infinite Goodness ; let me adore
thy all-wise decrees !" Having thus expressed
himself, he kneeled upon the floor, lifted up his

eyes and hands to heaven, and remained some
minutes in a silent ecstasy of devotion. I put my-
self in the same posture, adored the All-good Dis-

poser in a prayer of mental thanksgiving ; and
when his ejaculation was ended, did homage to my
father, and craved his parental blessing. He
hugged me again with unutterable fondness, and
having implored the protection of Heaven upon
my head, raised me from the ground, and presented
me as his son to the company, who wept in concert
over this affecting scene. Among the rest, my
uncle did not fail to discover the goodness and joy
of his heart. Albeit unused to the melting mood, he
blubbered with great tenderness, and wringing my
father's hand, cried " Brother Random, I'm re-

joiced to see you—God be praised for this happy
meeting." Don Bodrigo, understanding that he
was his brother-in-law, embraced him affectionately,

saying, " Are you my Charlotte's brother ?—Alas !

unhappy Charlotte ! but why should I repine ? we
shall meet again never more to part !—Brother,
you are truly welcome.—Dear son, lam transported
with unspeakable joy !—This day is a jubilee—my
friends and servants shall share my satisfaction."

While he despatched messengers to the gentle-

men in the neighbourhood, to announce this event,

and gave orders for a grand entertainment, I was
so much affected with the tumults of passion which
assailed me on this great, sudden, and unexpected
occasion, that I fell sick, fevered, and in less than
three hours became quite delirious ; so that the

preparations were countermanded, and the joy of
the family converted into grief and despair. Phy-
sicians were instantly called ; I was plentifully

blooded in the foot, my lower extremities were
bathed in a decoction of salutiferous herbs ; in ten

hours after I was taken ill I enjoyed a critical

sweat, and next day felt no remains of the distem-
per, but an agreeable lassitude, which did not
hinder me from getting up. During the progress
of this fever, which from the term of its duration,

is called ephemera, my father never once quitted

my bedside, but administered the prescriptions of
the physicians with the most pious care ; while
Captain Bowling manifested his concern by the
like attendance. I no sooner found myself de-
livered from the disease, than I bethought myself
of my honest friend, Strap ; and resolving to

make him happy forthwith in the knowledge of
my good fortune, told my father in general, that I

had been infinitely obliged to this faithful adherent,

and begged he would indulge me so far as to send
for him, without letting him know my happiness,
until he could receive an account of it from my
own mouth.
My request was instantly complied with, and a

messenger with a spare mule detached to the ship,

carrying orders from the captain to the mate to

send the steward by the bearer. My health being,
in the mean time, re-established, and my mind
composed, I began to relish this important turn of
my fortune, in reflecting upon the advantages with
which it must be attended ; and as the idea of my
lovely Narcissa always joined itself to every scene
of happiness I could imagine, I entertained myself
now with the prospect of possessing her in that dis-

tinguished sphere to which she was entitled by her
birth and qualifications. Having often mentioned
her name while I was deprived of my senses, my
father guessed that there was an intimate connexion
between us, and discovering the picture which hung
in my bosom by a ribbon, did not doubt that it

was the resemblance of my amiable mistress. In
this belief he was confirmed by my uncle, who told
him that it was the picture of a young woman, to

whom I was under promise of marriage. Alarmed
at this piece of information, Don Rodrigo took
the first opportunity of questioning me about the
particulars of this affair, which when I had candidly
recounted, he approved of my passion, and pro-
mised to contribute all in his power towards its

success. Though I never doubted his generosity,

I was transported on this occasion, and throwing
myself at his feet, told him, he had now completed
my happiness

;
for, without the possession of Nar-

cissa, I should be miserable among all the pleasures
of life. He raised me with a smile of paternal
fondness

;
said, that he knew what it was to be in

love ; and observed, that if he had been as tenderly
beloved by his father as I was by mine, he should
not now perhaps have cause—here he was inter-

rupted by a sigh, the tear rushed into his eye, he
suppressed the dictates of his grief, and the time
being opportune, desired me to relate the passages
of my life, which my uncle had told him were
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manifold and surprising. I recounted the most
material circumstances of my fortune, to -which he
listened with wonder and attention, manifesting
from time to time those different emotions which
my different situations may be supposed to have
raised in a parent's breast^ and, when my detail
was ended, blessed God for the adversity I had
undergone, which, he said, enlarged the under-
standing, improved the heart, steeled the constitu-
tion, and qualified a young man for all the duties
and enjoyments of life, much better than any edu-
cation which affluence could bestow.
When I had thus satisfied his curiosity, I dis-

covered an inclination to hear the particulars of
his story, which he gratified, by beginning with his
marriage, and proceeded to the day of his disap-
pearing, as I have related in the first part of my
memoirs. " Careless of life," continued he, " and
unable to live in a place where every object recalled
the memory of my dear Charlotte, whom I had lost
through the barbarity of an unnatural parent, I.
took my leave of you, my child, then an infant,
with a heart full of unutterable woe, but little sus-
pecting that my father's unkindness would have
descended to my innocent orphan ; and setting out
alone at midnight for the nearest sea-port, early
next morning got on board a ship, bound as I had
heard for Trance, and bargaining with the master
for my passage, bade a long adieu to my native
country, and put to sea with the first fair wind.
The place of our destination was Granville ; but
we had the misfortune to mn upon a ridge of rocks
near the Island of Alderney, called the Caskets,
where the sea running high, the ship went to
pieces, the boat sunk along-side, and every soul on
board perished, except myself, who, by the assist-
ance of a grating, got ashore on the coast of Nor-
mandy. I went directly to Caen, where I was so
lucky as to meet with a count, whom I had formerly
known in my travels. With this gentleman I set
out for Paris, where I was recommended by him
and other friends as a tutor to a young nobleman,
whom I accompanied to the court of Spain. There
we remained a whole year, at the end ofwhich my
pupil being recalled by his father, I quitted my
office, and staid behind, by the advice of a certain
Spanish grandee, who took me into his protection,
and introduced me to another nobleman, who was
afterwards created viceroy of Peru. He insisted
on my attending him to his government in the
Indies, where, however, by reason of my religion,
it was not in his power to make my fortune any
other way than by encouraging me to trade, which
I had not long prosecuted, when my patron died,
and I found myself in the midst of strangers, without
one friend to support or protect me. Urged by this

consideration, I sold my effects, and removed to
this country, the governor of which, having been
appointed by the viceroy, was my intimate ac-
quaintance. Here has heaven prospered mv endea-
vours, during a residence of sixteen years, in which
my tranquillity was never invaded, but by the re-
membrance of your mother, whose death I have in

secret mourned without ceasing, and the reflection
of you, whose fate I could never learn, notwith-
standing all my enquiries, by means of my friends
in France, who, after the most strict examination,
could give me no other account, than that you
went abroad six years ago, and was never after

heard of. I could not rest satisfied with this im-
perfect information, and though my hope of finding

you was but languid, resolved to go in quest of you
in person ; for which purpose, I have remitted to
Holland the value of twenty thousand pounds, and
am in possession of fifteen thousand more, with
which I intended to embark myself on board of
Captain Bowling, before I discovered this amazing
stroke of Providence, which you may be sure has
not altered my intention."

My father having entertained us with this agree-
able sketch of his life, withdrew, in order to relieve
Don Antonio, who, in his absence, had done the
honours of his house ; and I was just dressed for
my appearance among the guests, when Strap
arrived from the ship.

He no sooner entered the grand apartment in
which I was. and aw the magnificence of my ap-
parel, than his speech was lost in amazement, and
he gaped in silence at the objects that surrounded
him. I took him by the hand, observed that I had
sent for him to be a witness and sharer of my hap-
piness, and told him I had found a father. At these
words he started, and after having continued some
minutes with his mouth and eyes wide open, cried,
" Aha !— odd, I know what ! go thy ways, poor
Narcissa, and go thy ways, somebody else—well

—

Lord, what a thing is love !—God help us ! are all

our mad pranks and protestations come to this?
and have you fixed your habitation in this distant
land ? God prosper you !—I find we must part at
last—for I would not leave my poor carcass so far
from my native home for all the wealth in the
universe V With these ejaculations, he began to
sob and make wry faces

; upon which I assured
him of his mistake, both in regard to Narcissa, and
my staying at Paraguay, and informed him, as
briefly as I could, of the great event which had
happened. Never was rapture more ludicrously
expressed, than in the behaviour of this worthy
creature, who cried, laughed, whistled, sung, and
danced all in a breath. His transport was scarce
over, when my father entered, who no sooner
understood that this was Strap, than he took him
by the hand, saying, " Is this the honest man, who
befriended you so much in your distress ? you are
welcome to my house, and I will soon put it in the
power of my son to reward you for your good
offices in his behalf; in the mean time, go with us,

and partake of the repast that is provided." Strap,
wild as he was with joy, would by no means accept
of the proferred honour, crying, " God forbid !

—

I know my distance—your worship shall excuse
me." And Don Eodrigo finding his modesty in-
vincible, recommended him to his major domo, to
be treated with the utmost respect ; while he
carried me into a large saloon, where I was pre-
sented to a numerous company, who loaded me
with compliments and caresses, and congratulated
my father in terms not proper for me to repeat.

Without specifying the particulars of our enter-
tainment, let it suffice to say, it was at the same time
elegant and sumptuous, and the rejoicings lasted two
days. After which, Don Eodrigo settled his affairs,

converted his effects into silver and gold, visited
and took leave of all his friends, who were grieved
at his departure, and honoured me with consider-
able presents ; and coming on board of my uncle's
ship, with the first favourable wind we sailed from
the Eio de la Plata, and in two months came safe

to an anchor in the harbour of Kingston, in the
Islard of Jamaica.
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CHAPTER LXVH.
I visit my old Friend Thomson—We set sail for Europe

—

Meet with an odd Adventure—Arrive in England— I ride

across the Country from Portsmouth to Sussex—Converse
with Mrs. Sagely, who informs me of Narcissa's being in

London—In Consequence of this Intelligence, I proceed

to Canterbury—Meet with my old Friend Morgan—Arrive

at London—Visit Narcissa—Introduce my Father to her

—

He is charmed with her good Sense and Beauty—We come
to a Determination of demanding her Brother's Consent

to our Marriage.

I inquired, as soon as I got ashore, about my
generous companion, Mr. Thomson j and hearing

that he lived in a flourishing condition upon the

estate left him by his -wife's father, who had been
dead some years, I took horse immediately, -with

the consent of Don Rodrigo, who had heard me
mention him with great regard, and in a few hours
reached the place of his habitation.

I should much wrong the delicacy of Mr. Thom-
son's sentiments, to say barely he was glad to see

me. He felt all that the most sensible and dis-

interested friendship could feel on this occasion
;

introduced me to his wife, a very amiable young
lady, who had already blessed him with two fine

children ; and being as yet ignorant of my circum-
stances, frankly offered me the assistance of his

purse and interest. I thanked him for his generous
intention, and made him acquainted with my situa-

tion, on which he congratulated me with great joy,

and after I had staid with him a whole day and
night, accompanied me back to Kingston, to wait
upon my father, whom he invited to his house.
Don Rodrigo complied with his request, and, having
been handsomely entertained during the space of a
week, returned extremely well satisfied with the
behaviour of my friend and his lady, to whom, at

parting, he presented a very valuable diamond ring,
as a token of his esteem. During the course of my
conversation with Mr. Thomson, he gave me to

understand, that his and my old commander, Cap-
tain Oakum, was dead some months ; and that, im-
mediately after his death, a discovery had been made
of some valuable effects that he had feloniously
secreted out of a prize, by the assistance of Doctor
Mackshane, who was now actually in prison on that
account, and being destitute of friends, subsisted
solely on the charity of my friend, whose bounty
he had 'mplored in the most abject manner, after
having been the barbarous occasion of driving him
to that terrible extremity on board of the Thunder,
which we have formerly related. Whatsoever this

wretch might have been guilty of, I applauded Mr.
Thomson's generosity towards him in his distress,

which wrought so much upon me also, that I sent
him ten pistoles, in such a private manner, that he
could never know his benefactor.

While my father and I were caressed among the
gentlemen on shore, Captain Bowling had written
to his owners, by the packet, which sailed a few
days after our arrival, signifying his prosperous
voyage hitherto, and desiring them to insure his
ship and cargo homeward-bound ; after which pre-
caution, he applied himself so heartily to the task
of loading his ship, that, with the assistance of Mr.
Thomson, she was full in less than six weeks. This
kind gentleman likewise procured for Don Rodrigo
bills upon London for the greatest part of his gold
and silver, by which means it was secured against
the risk of the seas and the enemy

; and, before we
sailed, supplied us with such large quantities of all
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kinds of stock, that not only we, but the ship's

company, fared sumptuously during the yoyage.
Every thing being ready, we took our leave of

our kind entertainers, and, going on board at Port
Royal, set sail for England on the first day of June.

We beat up to windward, with fine easy weather

;

and one night, believing ourselves near Cape Tibe-
roon, lay to, with an intention to wood and water
next morning in the bay. V/hile we remained in

this situation, a sailor, having drank more new rum
than he could carry, staggered overboard, and not-

withstanding all the means that could be used to

preserve him, went to the bottom and disappeared.

About two hours after this melancholy accident

happened, as I enjoyed the cool air on the quarter
deck, I heard a voice rising, as it were, out of the

sea, and calling, "Ho, the ship, ahoy !" Upon which
one of the men upon the forecastle, cried, " I'll be
d—ned, if that an't Jack Marlinspike, who went
overboard !" Not a little surprised at this event, I

jumped into the boat that lay along-side, with the

second mate and four men, and, rowing towards the

place from whence the voice (which repeated the
hail) seemed to proceed, we perceived something
floating upon the water ; when we had rowed a

little farther, we discerned it to be a man riding

upon a hencoop, who, seeing us approach, pro-

nounced with a hoarse voice, " D—n your bloods

!

why did you not answer when I hailed ?" Our
mate, who was a veritable seaman, hearing this

salute, said, " By G—,
my lads, this is none of our

man. This is the devil—pull away for the ship."

The fellows obeyed his command, without question,

and were already some fathoms on our return, when
I insisted on their taking up the poor creature, and
prevailed upon them to go back to the wreck

;

which when we came near the second time, and
signified our intention, we received an answer of,

"Avast, avast,—what ship, brother?" Being satis-

fied in this particular, he cried, " D—n the ship, I

was in hopes it had been my own—where are you
bound ?" We satisfied his curiosity in this particular

too
; upon which he suffered himself to be taken

on board, and, after having been comforted with a
dram, told us, he belonged to the Vesuvio man-of-
war, upon a cruise off the Island of Hispaniola ; he
had fallen overboard about four and twenty hours
ago, and the ship being under sail, they did not
choose to bring to, but tossed a hencoop overboard
for his convenience, upon which he was in good
hopes of reaching the Cape next morning ; how-
somever, he was as well content to be a-board of
us, because he did not doubt that we should meet
his ship

;
and, if he bad gone ashore in the bay, he

might have been taken prisoner by the French.
My uncle and father were very much diverted with
the account of this fellow's unconcerned behaviour

;

and, in two days, meeting with the Vesuvio, as he
expected, sent him on board of her, according to

his desire.

Having beat up successfully the Windward Pas-
sage, we stretched to the northward, and falling in

with a westerly wind, in eight weeks arrived in

soundings, and in two days after made the Lizard.

It is impossible to express the joy I felt at the
sight of English ground ! Don Rodrigo was not
unmoved, and Strap shed tears of gladness. The
sailors profited by our satisfaction ; the shoe that

was nailed to the mast being quite filled with our
liberality. My uncle resolved to inn up into the

Downs at once; but the wind shifting when we
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were abreast of the Isle of Wight, lie -was obliged

to turn into St. Helen's, and come to Spithead, to

the great mortification of the crew, thirty of whom
were immediately pressed on board of a man-of-

war.

My father and I went ashore immediately at

Portsmouth, leaving Strap with the captain to go
round with the ship and take care of our effects

;

and I discovered so much impatience to see my
charming Xarcissa, that my father permitted me to

ride across the country to her brother's house

;

while he should hire a post chaise for London,
where he would wait for me at a place to which I

directed him.

Fired with all the eagerness of passion, I took

post that very night, and in the morning reached

an inn, about three miles from the squire's habita-

tion ; here I remained till next morning, allaying

the torture of my impatience with the rapturous

hope of seeing that divine creature, after an absence

of eighteen months, which, far from impairing, had
raised my love to the most exalted pitch ! Neither

were my reflections free from apprehensions, that

sometimes intervened in spite of all my hope, and
represented her as having yielded to the impor-
tunity of her brother, and blessed the arms of an
happy rival. My thoughts were even maddened
with the fear of her death ; and when I arrived in

the dark at the .house of Mrs. Sagely, I had not for

some time courage to desire admittance, lest my
soul should be shocked with dismal tidings. At
length, however, I knocked, and no sooner certified

the good gentlewoman of my voice, than she opened
the door and received me with a most affectionate

embrace, that brought tears into her aged eyes.
" For Heaven's sake ! dear mother," cried I, " tell

me, how is Xarcissa? is she the same that I left

her ?" She blessed my ears with saying, " She is

as beautiful, in as good health, and as much yours

as ever." Transported at this assurance, I begged
to know if I could not see her that very night

;

when this sage matron gave me to understand that

my mistress was in London, and that things were
strangely altered in the squire's house since my de-

parture ; that he had been married a whole year to

Melinda, who at first found means to wean his at-

tention so much from Narcissa, that he became
quite careless of that lovely sister, comforting him-
self with the clause in his father's will, by which
she should forfeit her fortune by marrying without

his consent ; that my mistress, being but indifferently

treated by her sister-in-law, had made use of her

freedom some months ago, and gone to town, where
she was lodged with Miss Williams, in expectation

of my arrival ; and had been pestered with the

addresses of Lord Quiverwit, who, finding her heart

engaged, had fallen upon a great many shifts to

persuade her that I was dead ; but finding all his

artifices unsuccessful, and despairing of gaining her

affection, he had consoled himself for her indif-

ference, by marrying another lady some weeks ago,

who had already left him on account of some family

uneasiness. Besides this interesting information,

she told me, that there was not a great deal of har-

mony between Melinda and the squire, who was so

much disgusted at the number of gallants who
continued to hover about her even after marriage,

that he had hurried her down into the country,

much against her own inclination, where their

mutual animosities had risen to such a height,

that they preserved no decency before company or

servants, but abused one another in the grossest

terms.

This good old gentlewoman, to give me a con-

vincing proof ofmy dear Narcissa's unalterable love,

gratified me with a sight of the last letter she had
favoured her with, in which I was mentioned with
so much honour, tenderness, and concern, that my
soul was fired with impatience, and I determined to

ride all night, that I might have it the sooner in my
power to make her happy. Mrs. Sagely perceiving

my eagerness, and her maternal affection being

equally divided between Narcissa and me, begged
leave to remind me of the sentiments with which I

went abroad, that would not permit me for any
selfish gratification to prejudice the fortune of that

amiable young lady, who must entirely depend upon
me, after having bestowed herself in marriage. I

thanked her for her kind concern, and as briefly as

possible described my flourishing situation, which
afforded this humane person infinite wonder and
satisfaction. I told her, that now I had an opportunity

to manifest my gratitude for the obligations I owed,

I would endeavour to make her old age comfortable

and easy ; as a step to which, I proposed she should

come and live with Narcissa and me. This venerable

gentlewoman was so much affected with my words,

that the tears ran down her ancient cheeks ; she

thanked Heaven that I had not belied the presages

she had made, on her first acquaintance with me ;

acknowledging my generosity, as she called it, in

the most elegant and pathetic expressions; but

declined my proposal, on account of her attachment

to the dear melancholy cottage where she had
so peacefully consumed her solitary widowhood.

Finding her immovable on this subject, I insisted

on her accepting a present of thirty guineas, and
took my leave, resolving to accommodate her with

the same sum annually, for the more comfortable

support of the infirmities of old age.

Having rode all night, I found myself at Canter-

burv in the morning, where I alighted to procure

fresh horses ; and, as I walked into the inn, perceived

an apothecary's shop on the other side of the street,

with the name of Morgan over the door. Alarmed
at this discovery, I could not help thinking that my
old messmate had settled in this place ; and, upon
inquiry, found my conjecture true, and that he was
married lately to a widow in that city, by whom he

had got three thousand pounds. Rejoiced at this

intelligence, I went to his shop as soon as it was
open, and found my friend behind the counter, busy

in preparing a glyster. I saluted him at entrance,

with " Your servant, Mr. Morgan." Upon which

he looked at me, and replying, " Your most humble
servant, goot sir !" rubbed his ingredients in the

mortar, without any emotion; "What!" said I.

" Morgan, have you forgot your old messmate ?"

At these words, he looked up again, and starting,

cried, " As Got is my—sure it cannot—yes, by my
salfation, I pelieve it is my dear friend Mr. Rantom."
He was no sooner convinced of my identity, than

he threw down the pestle, overset the mortar, and
jumping over the board, swept up the contents with

his clothes, flew about my neck, hugged me affec-

tionately, and daubed me all over with turpentine

and the yolks of eggs, which he had been mixing
when I came in. Our mutual congratulations

being over, he told me, that he found himself a

widower upon his return from the West Indies

;

that he had got interest to be appointed surgeon of a

man-of-war, in which capacity he had served some
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1
' years, until he married an apothecary's widow, with

whom he now enjoyed a pretty good sum of money,
peace and quiet, and an indifferent good trade. He

• was very desirous of hearing my adventures, which
1 I assured him I had not time to relate, but told him

in general, my circumstances were very good, and
that I hoped to see him when I should not be in
such a hurry as at present. He insisted, however,
on my staying breakfast, and introduced me to his

! wife, who seemed to be a decent sensible woman,
pretty well stricken in years. In the course of our
conversation, he showed the sleeve buttons I had

1 exchanged with him at our parting in the West
Indies, and was not a little proud to see that I had
preserved his with the same care. When I informed
him of Mackshane's condition, he seemed at first

to exult over his distress
; but, after a little re-

< collection, said, " Well, he has paid for his malice,
I forgife him, and may Got forgife him likewise."
He expressed great concern for the soul of Captain
Oakum, which he believed was now gnashing its

teeth
; but it was some time before I could convince

him of Thomson's being alive, at whose good
1 fortune, nevertheless, he was extremely glad.

Having renewed our protestations of friendship, I
bade the honest Welshman and his spouse farewell,
and taking post horses, arrived at London that same
night, where I found my father in good health, to
whom I imparted what I had learned of Narcissa.
This indulgent parent approved of my intention of
marrying her, even without a fortune, provided her
brother's consent could not be obtained

; promised
I to make over to me in a few days a sufliciency to

maintain her in a fashionable manner, and ex-
pressed a desire of seeing this amiable creature, who
had captivated me so much. As I had not slept the
night before, and was besides fatigued with my
journey, I found myself under a necessity of taking
some repose, and went to bed accordingly ; next
morning about ten o'clock, took a chair, and ac-
cording to Mrs. Sagely's directions, went to my
charmer's lodgings, and inquired for Miss Williams.
I had not waited in the parlour longer than a

i minute, when this young woman entered, and no
sooner perceived me, than she shrieked and ran

i backward; but I got between her and the door,
and clasping her in my arms, brought her to herself
with an embrace. " Good Heaven," cried she,
" Mr. Random, is it you indeed? my mistress will
run distracted with joy." I told her, it was from
an apprehension that my sudden appearance might
have some bad effect on my dear Narcissa, that I
had desired to see her first, in order to concert some
method of acquainting her mistress gradually with
my arrival. She approved of my conduct, and,
after having yielded to the suggestions of her own
friendship, in asking ifmy voyage had been success-
ful, charged herself with that office, and left me

j

glowing with desire of seeing and embracing the
object of my love. In a very little time I heard

i somebody come down stairs in haste, and the voice
a- of my angel pronounce, with an eager tone, " O
: Heaven ! is it possible ! where is he ?" How were

my faculties aroused at this well-known sound!

j

and how was my soul transported, when she broke
.

I in upon my view, in all the bloom of ripened beauty!
Grace was in all her steps, heaven inker eye, in every

,
^gesture dignity and love

.

.'—You whose souls are
;

susceptible of the most delicate impressions, whose
i

I tender bosoms have felt the affecting vicissitudes of
love, who have suffered an absence of eighteen

long months from the dear object of your hope, and
found at your return the melting fair, as kind and
as constant as your heart could wish, do me justice
on this occasion, and conceive what unutterable
rapture possessed us both, while we flew into each
other's arms! This was no time for speech,

—

locked in a mutual embrace, we continued some
minutes in a silent trance of joy !—When I thus
encircled all that my soul held dear, while I hung
over her beauties,—beheld her eyes sparkle, and
every feature flush with virtuous fondness ; when I
saw her enchanting bosom heave with undissembled
rapture, and knew myself the happy cause

—

Heavens ! what was my situation ! I am tempted
to commit my paper to the flames, and to renounce
my pen for ever, because its most ardent and lucky
expression so poorly describes the emotions of my ""

soul. " O adorable Narcissa," cried I ;
" O miracle

of beauty, love, and truth ! I at last fold thee in my
arms! I at last can call thee mine! No jealous
brother shall thwart our happiness again ; fortune
hath at length recompensed me for all my sufferings,
and enabled me to do justice to my love!" The dear
creature smiled ineffably charming, and with a look
of bewitching tenderness, said, " And shall we
never part again ?" " Never," I replied, " thou
wondrous pattern of all earthly perfection ! never,
until death shall divide us ! By this ambrosial kiss,

a thousand times more fragrant than the breeze
that sweeps the orange grove, I never more will
leave thee

!"

As my first transport abated, my passion grew
turbulent and unruly. I was giddy with standing
on the brink of bliss, and all my virtue and phi-
losophy were scarce sufficient to restrain the inor-
dinate sallies of desire. Narcissa perceived the
conflict within me, and, with her usual dignity of
prudence, called off my imagination from the object
in view, and with eager expressions of interested
curiosity, desired to know the particulars of my
voyage. In this I gratified her inclination, bring-
ing my story down to the present hour. She was
infinitely surprised at the circumstance of my find-
ing my father, which brought tears into her lovely
eyes. She was transported at hearing that he ap-
proved my flame, discovered a longing desire of
being introduced to him, congratulated herself and
me upon my good fortune, and observed that this
great and unexpected stroke of fate seemed to have
been brought about by the immediate direction of
Providence. Having entertained ourselves some
hours with the genuine effusions of our souls, I
obtained her consent to complete my happiness as
soon as my father should judge it proper, and
applying with my own hands a valuable necklace,
composed of diamonds and amethysts set alter-
nately, which an old Spanish lady at Paraguay had
presented me with, I took my leave, promising to
return in the afternoon with Don Rodrigo. When
I went home, this generous parent inquired very
affectionately about the health of my dear Narcissa,
to whom that I might be the more agreeable, he
put into my hand a deed, by which I found myself
in possession of fifteen thousand pounds, exclusive
of the profits of my own merchandise, which
amounted to three thousand more. After dinner I
accompanied him to the lodging of my mistress,
who, being dressed for the occasion, made a most
dazzling appearance. I could perceive him struck
with her figure, which I really think was the most
beautiful that ever was created under the sun. Ho
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embraced her tenderly, and told her he was proud

of having a son -who "had a spirit to attempt, and

qualifications to engage the affections of such a fine

lady. She blushed at this compliment, and with

eyes full of the softest languishinent turned upon

me, said, she should have been unworthy of Mr.

Random's attention, had she been blind to his extra-

ordinary merit. I made no other answer than a

low bow. My father, sighing, pronounced, " Such

once was my Charlotte !" while the tear rushed into

his eye, and the tender heart of Narcissa manifested

itself in two precious drops of sympathy, which,

but for his presence, I would have kissed away.

Without repeating the particulars of our conversa-

tion, I shall only observe, that Don Eodrigo was as

much charmed with her good sense as with her

appearance ; and she was no less pleased with his

understanding and polite address. It was deter-

mined that he should write to the squire, signifying

his approbation of my passion for his sister, and

offering a settlement which he should have no

reason to reject ; and that, if he should refuse the

proposal, we would crown our mutual wishes with-

out any farther regard to his will.

CHAPTER LXVHI.
My Father makes a Present to Narcissa—The Letter is de-

spatched to her Brother— I appear among my Acquaint-

ance— Banter's Behaviour—The Squire refuseshis Consent

—My Uncle comes to Town—Approves of my Choice—

1

am Married

—

Vie meet the Squire and his Lady at the Play

—Our Acquaintance is courted.

After having spent the evening to the satisfaction

of all present, my father addressed himself thus to

Narcissa, " Madam, give me leave to consider you
hereafter as my daughter, in which capacity I in-

sist upon your accepting this first instance of my
paternal duty and affection." With these words he

put into her hand a bank note of 500/., which she

no sooner examined, than, with a low curtsey, she

replied, " Dear sir, though I have not the least

occasion for this supply, I have too great a venera-

tion for you to refuse this proof of your generosity

and esteem, which I the more freely receive, be-

cause I already look upon Mr. Random's interest

as inseparably connected with mine." He was
extremely well pleased with her frank and ingenu-

ous reply ;
upon which we saluted, and wished her

good night. The letter, at my request, was de-

spatched to Sussex by an express, and in the mean-
time, Don Rodrigo, to grace my nuptials, hired a

ready furnished house, and set up a very handsome
equipage.

Though I passed the greatest part of the day
with the darling of my soul, I found leisure some-
times to be among my former acquaintance, who
were astonished at the magnificence of my appear-

ance. Banter, in particular, was confounded at the

strange vicissitudes of my fortune, the causes of

which he endeavoured in vain to discover, until I

thought fit to disclose the whole secret of my last

voyage, partly in consideration of our former inti-

macy, and partly to prevent unfavourable conjectures

which he and others, in all probability, would have
made in regard to my circumstances. He professed

great satisfaction at this piece of news, and I had
no cause to believe him insincere, when I con-
sidered that he would now look upon himself as

acquitted of the debt he owed me, and at the same
time flatter himself with hopes of borrowing more.

I carried him home to dinner with me, and my
father liked his conversation so much, that, upon
hearing his difficulties, he desired me to accommo-
date him for the present, and inquire if he would
accept of a commission in the army, towards the

purchase of which he would willingly lend him
money. Accordingly, I gave my friend an oppor-

tunity of being alone with me, when, as I expected,

he told me that he was just on the point of being

reconciled to an old rich uncle, whose heir he was,

but wanted a few pieces for immediate expense,

which he desired I would lend him, and take his

bond for the whole. His demand was limited to ten

guineas ; and when I put twenty into his hand, he

stared at me for some moments ; then putting it into

his purse, said, "Ay, 'tis all one,—you shall have the

whole in a very short time." When I had taken his

note, to save the expense of a bond, I expressed

some surprise that a fellow of his spirit should loiter

away his time in idleness, and asked why he did

not choose to make his fortune in the army?
" What !" said he, " throw away my money upon a

subaltern's commission, to be under the command
of a parcel of scoundrels, who have raised them-
selves above me by the most infamous practices

'

No, I love independency too well to sacrifice my
life, health, and pleasure, for such a pitiful con-

sideration." Finding him averse to this way of

life, I changed the subject, and returned to Don
Rodrigo, who had just received the following

epistle from the squire.

" Sir,—Concerning a letter which I received, subscribed

R. Random, this is the answer. As for you, I know nothing

of you. Your son. or pretended son, I have seen;—if he
marries my sister, at his peril be it; I do declare, that he

shall not have one farthing of her fortune, which becomes
my property, if she takes a husband without my consent.

Your settlement, I do believe, is all a sham, and yourself no
better than you should be ; but if you had all the wealth of

the Indies, your son shall never match in our family, with

the consent of "Orsos Topehall."

My father was not much surprised at this polite

letter, after having heard the character of the

author ; and as for me, I was even pleased at his

refusal, because I now had an opportunity of show-

ing my disinterested love. By his permission I

waited on my charmer ; and, having imparted the

contents of her brother's letter, at which she wept

bitterly, in spite of all my consolation and caresses,

the time of our marriage was fixed at the distance

of two days. During this interval, in which my
soul was wound up to the last stretch of rapturous

expectation, Narcissa endeavoured to reconcile some
of her relations in town to her marriage with me

;

but, finding them all deaf to her remonstrances,

either out of envy or prejudice, she told me with

the most enchanting sweetness, while the tears be-

dewed her lovely cheeks, " Sure the world will no

longer question your generosity, when you take a

poor forlorn beggar to your arms." Affected with

her sorrow, I pressed the fair mourner to my
breast, and swore that she was more dear and wel-

come on that account, because she had sacrificed

her friends and fortune to her love for me. My
uncle, for whose character she had a great venera-

tion, being by this time come to town, I introduced

him to my bride ; and although he was not very

much subject to refined sensations, he was struck

dumb with admiration at her beauty. After having

kissed and gazed at her for some time, he turned to

me, saying, " Odds bobs, Rory ! here's a notable

prize, indeed, finely built and gloriously rigged,

i'faith ! if she an't well manned when you have the
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command of her, sirrah, you deserve to go to sea

in a cockle shell. No offence, I hope, niece
;
you

must not mind -what I say, heing, as the saying is,

a plain seafaring man ;
thof, mayhap, I have as

much regard for you as another." She received

him with great civility, told him she had longed a

great while to see a person to whom she was so

much indebted for his generosity to Mr. Random ;

that she looked upon him as her uncle, hy which

name she hegged leave to call him for the future ;

and that she was very sure he could say nothing

that would give her the least offence. The honest

captain was transported at her courteous hehaviour,

and insisted upon giving her away at the ceremony,

swearing that he loved her as well as if she was his

own child, and that he would give two thousand

guineas to the first fruit of our love, as soon as it

could squeak. Everything heing prepared for the

solemnization of our nuptials, which were to be

performed privately at my father's house, the

auspicious hour arrived, when Don Rodrigo and my
uncle went in the coach to fetch the bride and Miss

Williams ;
leaving me with a parson, Banter, and

Strap, neither of whom had as yet seen my charm-

ing mistress. My faithful valet, who was on the

rack of impatience to behold a lady of whom he

had heard so much, no sooner understood that the

coach was returned, than he placed himself at a

window to have a peep at her as she alighted ; and

when he saw her, clapped his hands together,

turned up the white of his eyes, and, with his mouth
wide open, remained in a sort of ecstasy, which

broke out into " O Dea certe .' qualis in Eurotce

ripis, aut per juga Cijnthi, exercet Diana choros!"

The doctor and Banter were surprised to hear my
man speak Latin ; but when my father led Narcissa

into the room, the object of their admiration was
soon changed, as appeared in the countenances of

both. Indeed, they must have been the most in-

sensible of all beings, could they have beheld,

without emotion, the divine creature that ap-

proached ! She was dressed in a sack of white

satin, embroidered on the breast with gold ; the

crown of her head was covered with a small French
cap, from whence descended her beautiful hair in

ringlets that waved upon her snowy neck, which
dignified the necklace I had given her ; her looks

glowed with modesty and love ; and her bosom,

through the veil of gauze that shaded it, afforded a

prospect of Elysium ! I received this inestimable

gift ofProvidence as became me; and in a little time

the clergyman did his office, my uncle, at his own
earnest request, acting the part of a father to my dear

Narcissa, who trembled very much, and had scarce

spirits sufficient to support her under this great

change of situation. Soon as she was mine by the

laws of heaven and earth, I printed a burning kiss

upon her lips, my father embraced her tenderly,

my uncle hugged her with great affection, and I

presented her to my friend Banter, who saluted her

in a very polite manner ; Miss Williams hung
round her neck, and wept plentifully ; while Strap

fell upon his knees, and begged to kiss his lady's

hand, which she presented with great affability. I

shall not pretend to describe my own feelings at

this juncture ; let it suffice to say, that, after having

supped and entertained ourselves till ten o'clock, I

cautioned my Narcissa against exposing her health

by sitting up too late, and she was prevailed upon
to withdraw with her maid to an apartment destined

for us. When she !eft the room, her face was

RANDOM. .57

overspread with a blush that set all my blood in a

state of fermentation, and made every pulse beat

with tenfold vigour ! She was so cruel as to let me
remain in this condition a full half hour ; when no

longer able to restrain my impatienee, I broke from

the company, burst into her chamber, pushed out

her confidant, locked the door, and found her—

O

heaven and earth !—a feast, a thousand times more
delicious than my most sanguine hope presaged !—
But let me not profane the chaste mysteries of

Hymen. I was the happiest of men

!

In the morning I was waked by three or four

drums, which Banter had placed under the win-

dow; upon which I withdrew the curtain, and

enjoyed the unspeakable satisfaction of contem-

plating those angelic charms, which were now in

my possession ! Beauty which, whether sleeping or

awake, shot forth peculiar graces! The light dart-

ing upon my Narcissa's eyes, she awoke also, and,

recollecting her situation, hid her blushes in my
bosom. I was distracted with joy ! I could not

believe the evidence of my senses, and looked upon

all that had happened as the fictions of a dream !

In the meantime my uncle knocked at the door,

and bade me turn out, for I had had a long spell.

I rose accordingly, and sent Miss Williams to her

mistress, myself receiving the congratulations of

Captain Bowling, who rallied me in his sea phrase

with great success. In less than an hour Don
Rodrigo led my wife in to breakfast, where she re-

ceived the compliments of the company on her

looks, which, they said, if possible, were improved

by matrimony. As her delicate ears were offended

with none of those indecent ambiguities which are

too often spoke on such occasions, she behaved

with dignity, unaffected modesty, and ease ; and,

as a testimony of my affection and esteem, I pre-

sented her, in presence of them all, with a deed, by

which I settled the whole fortune I was possessed

of on her and her heirs for ever. She accepted it

with a glance of most tender acknowledgment,

observed, that she could not be surprised at any-

thing of this kind I should do, and desired my father

to take the trouble of keeping it, saying, " Next to

my own Mr. Random, you are the person in whom
I ought to have the greatest confidence." Charmed
with her prudent and ingenuous manner of pro-

ceeding, he took the paper, and assured her that it

should not lose its value while in his custody.

As we had not many visits to give and receive,

the little time we staid in town was spent in going

to public diversions, where I have the vanity to

think Narcissa was seldom eclipsed. One night in

particular, we had sent our footman to keep one of

the stage boxes, which we no sooner entered, than

we perceived in the opposite box the squire and his

lady, who seemed not a little surprised at seeing us.

I was pleased at this opportunity of confronting

them ; the more, because Melinda was robbed of

all her admirers by my wife, who happened that

night to outshine her sister both in beauty and
dress. She was piqued at Narcissa's victory, tossed

her head a thousand different ways, flirted her fan,

looked at us with disdain, then whispered to her
husband, and broke out into an affected giggle

;

but all arts proved ineffectual, either to discompose

Mrs. Random, or to conceal her own mortification,

which at length forced her away long before the

play was done. The news of our marriage being

spread with many circumstances to our disadvan-

tage, by the industry of this malignant creature, a
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certain set of persons, fond of scandal, began to

inquire into the particulars of my fortune, which

they no sooner understood to be independent, than

the tab.es were turned, and our acquaintance courted

as much as it had been despised before. But Nar-

cissa had too much dignity of pride to encourage

this change of conduct, especially in her relations,

whom she could never be prevailed upon to see,

after the malicious reports they had raised to her

prejudice.

CHAPTER LXTX.

My Father intends to revisit the Place of his Nativity—We
promise to accompany him—My Uncle renews his Will in

my favour, determining to go to Sea again—We set out for

Scotland—Arrive at Edinburgh—Purchase our Paternal

Estate—Proceed to it—Halt at the Town where I was edu-

cated—Take up my Bond to Crab—The Behaviour of

Potion and his Wife, and one of my female Cousins—Our

Reception at the Estate—Strap marries Miss Williams, and

is settled by my Father to his own satisfaction—I am more
and more Happy.

My father intending to revisit his native country,

and pay the tribute of a few tears at my mother's

grave, Narcissa and I resolved to accompany him
in the execution of his pious office, and accordingly

prepared for the journey ; in which, however, my
uncle would not engage, being resolved to try his

fortune once more at sea. In the meantime he re-

newed his will in favour of my wife and me, and
deposited it in the hands of his brother-in-law.

While I, that I might not be wanting to my own
interest, summoned the squire to produce his

father's will at Doctor's Commons, and employed a

proctor to manage the affair in my absence.

Every thing beiug thus settled, we took leave of

all our friends in London, and set out for Scotland,

Don Rodrigo, Narcissa, Miss Williams, and I, in

the coach, and Strap with two men in livery on
horseback. As we made easy stages, my charmer
held it out very well till we arrived at Edinburgh,
where we proposed to rest ourselves some weeks.
Here Don Rodrigo having intelligence that the

fox-hunter had spent his estate, which was to be
exposed to sale by public auction, he determined
to make a purchase of the spot where he was born,

and actually bought all the land that belonged to

his father.

In a few days after this bargain was made, we
left Edinburgh, in order to go and take possession

;

and, by the way, halted one night in that town
where I was educated. Upon inquiry, I found
that Mr. Crab was dead ; whereupon I sent for his

executor, paid the sum I owed, with interest, and
took up my bond. Mr. Potion and his wife, hearing
of our arrival, had the assurance to come to the
inn where we lodged, and send up their names,
with a desire of being permitted to pay their re-

spects to my father and me ; but their sordid be-
haviour towards me, when I was an orphan, had
made too deep an impression on my mind, to be
effaced by this mean mercenary piece of conde-
scension. I therefore rejected their message with
disdain, and bade Strap tell them, that my father
and I desired to have no communication with such
low-minded wretches as they were.
They had not been gone half an hour, when a

woman, without any ceremony, opened the door of
the room where we sat, and, making towards my
father, accosted him with, " Uncle, your servant

—

I am glad to see you." This was no other than one

of my female cousins, mentioned in the first part of

my memoirs, to whom Don Rodrigo replied, " Pray,

who are you, madam ?" " O !" cried she, " my
cousin Rory there knows me very well.-—Don't

you remember me, Rory 1" " Yes, madam," said

I ; " for my own part, I shall never forget you. Sir,

this is one of the young ladies, who, as I formerly

told you, treated me so humanely in my childhood
!"

When I pronounced these words, my father's re-

sentment glowed in his visage, and he ordered her

to be gone, with such a commanding aspect, that,

she retired, in a fright, muttering curses as she

went down stairs. We afterwards learned that she

was married to an ensign, who had already spent

all her fortune ; and that her sister had bore a child

to her mother's footman, w ho is now her husband,

and keeps a petty ale-house in the country.

The fame of our flourishing condition having

arrived at this place before us, we got notice that

the magistrates intended next day to compliment us

with the freedom of their town ; upon which my
father, considering their complaisance in the right

point of view, ordered the horses to the coach

early in the morning.
We proceeded to our estate, which lay about

twenty miles from this place ; and when we' came
within half a league of the house, were met by a

prodigious number of poor tenants, men, women,
and children, who testified their joy by loud accla-

mations, and accompanied our coach to the gate.

As there is no part of the world in which the pea-

sants are more attached to their lords than in Scot-

land, we were almost devoured by their affection.

My father had always been their favourite, and
now that he appeared their master, after having

been thought dead so long, their joy broke out into

a thousand extravagances. When we entered the

court-yard, we were surrounded by a vast number,
who crowded together so closely to see us, that se-

veral were in danger of being squeezed to death ;

those who were near Don Rodrigo fell upon their

kness, and kissed his hand, or the hem of his gar-

ment, praying aloud ior long life and prosperity to

him ; others approached Narcissa and me in the

same manner ; while the rest clapped their hands
at a distance, and invoked Heaven to shower its

choicest blessings on our heads ! In short, the

whole scene, though rude, was so affecting, that the

gentle partner of my heart wept over it, and my
father himself could not refrain from dropping a

tear.

Having welcomed his daughter and me to his

house, he ordered some bullocks to be killed, and
some hogsheads of ale to be brought from the neigh-

bouring village, to regale these honest people, who
had not enjoyed such a holiday for many years

before.

Next day we were visited by the gentlemen in

the neighbourhood, most of them our relations, one
of whom brought along with him my cousin the

fox-hunter, who had stayed at his house since he
was obliged to leave his own. My father was gen-
erous enough to receive him kindly, and even pro-
mise to purchase for him a commission in the army,
for which he expressed great thankfulness and joy.

My charming Narcissa was universally admired
and loved for her beauty, affability, and good sense;

and so well pleased with the situation of the place,

and the company round, that she has not as yet dis-

covered the least desire of changing her habitation.
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We had not been many days settled, when I

prevailed upon my father to pay a visit to the

village where I had been at school. Here we were
received by the principal inhabitants, who enter-

tained us in the church, where Mr. Syntax the

schoolmaster, my tyrant being dead, pronounced a

Latin oration in honour of our family. And none
exerted themselves more than Strap's father and
relations, who looked upon the honest valet as the

first gentleman of their race, and honoured his

benefactors accordingly. Having received the

homage of this place, we retired, leaving forty

pounds for the benefit of the poor of the parish,

and that very night, Strap being a little elevated

with the regard that had been shown to him,
and to me on his account, ventured to tell me,
that he had a sneaking kindness for Miss Williams,
and that, if his lady and I would use our interest in

his behalf, he did not doubt that she would listen

to his addresses. Surprised at this proposal, I

asked if he knew the story of that unfortunate

young gentlewoman. Upon which he replied,
" Yes, yes, I know what you mean— she has been
unhappy, I grant you—but what of that? I am
convinced of her reformation ; or else you and my
good lady would not treat her with such respect—
As for the censure of the world, I value it not a
fig's end—besides, the world knows nothing of the
matter." I commended his philosophy, and inter-

ested Narcissa in his cause ; who interceded so ef-

fectually, that, in a little time, Miss Williams
yielded her consent, and they were married with
the approbation of Don Rodrigo, who gave him
five hundred pounds to stock a farm, and made him
overseer of his estate. My generous bedfellow

gave her maid the same sum ; so that they live in

great peace and plenty within half a mile of us,

and daily put up prayers for our preservation.

If there be such a thing as true happiness on
earth I enjoy it. The impetuous transports of my
passion are now settled and mellowed into endear-
ing fondness and tranquillity of love, rooted by
that intimate connexion and interchange of hearts,

which nought but virtuous wedlock can produce.

—

Fortune seems determined to make ample amends
for her former cruelty ; for my proctor writes, that,

notwithstanding the clause in my father-in-law's

will, on which the squire founds his claim, I shall

certainly recover my wife's fortune, in consequence
of a codicil annexed, which explains that clause,

and limits her restriction to the age of nineteen,

after which she was at her own disposal. I would
have set out for London immediately after receiving

this piece of intelligence, but my dear angel has
been qualmish of late, and begins to grow remark-
ably round in the waist ; so that I cannot leave her
in such an interesting situation, which I hope will

produce something to crown my felicity.

THE

ADVENTURES OF PEREGRINE PICKLE.

ADVERTISEMENT.

At length Peregrine Pickle makes his appearance in a new
edition, in spite of all the art and industry that were used to

stifle him in the birth, by certain booksellers and others, who
were at uncommon pains to misrepresent the work and ca-

lumniate the author.

The performance was decried as an immoral piece, and a

scurrilous libel; the author was charged with having defamed
the characters of particular persons, to whom he lay under

considerable obligation ; and some formidable critics de-

clared, that the book was void of humour, character, and
sentiment.

These charges, had they been supported by proof, would
have certainly damned the writer and all his works; and

even, unsupported as they were, had an unfavourable effect

with the public. But, luckily for him, his real character was
not unknown ; and some readers were determined to judge

for themselves, rather than trust implicitly to the allegations

of his enemies. The book was found not altogether unworthy
of their recommendation ; a very large impression has been

sold in England ; another was bought up in a neighbouring

kingdom ; the work has been translated into the French
language ; and the demand for the original lately increased

in England. It was the author's duty, therefore, as well as

his interest, to oblige the public with this edition, which he
has endeavoured to render less unworthy of their acceptance,

by retrenching the superfluities of the first, reforming its

manners, and correcting its expression. Divers uninteresting

incidents are wholly suppressed. Some humorous scenes

he has endeavoured to heighten, and he flatters himself that

he has expunged every adventure, phrase, and insinuation,

that could be construed by the most delicate reader into a

trespass upon the rules of decorum.

He owns, with contrition, that, in one or two instances, he
gave way too much to the suggestions of personal resentment,
and represented characters as they appeared to him at that
time, through the exaggerating medium of prejudice. But
he has in this impression endeavoured to make atonement
for these extravagancies. Howsoever he may have erred in
point of judgment or discretion, he defies the whole world to

prove that he was ever guilty of one act of malice, ingrati-

tude, or dishonour. This declaration he may be permitted
to make, without incurring the imputation of vanity or pre-
sumption, considering the numerous shafts of envy, rancour,
and revenge, that have lately, both in private and in public,
been levelled at his reputation.

Note. The two Letters relating to the Memoirs of a Lady of
Quality, inserted after Chap. LXXX., were sent to the Editur
by a person of honour.

CHAPTER I.

An Account of Mr. Gamaliel Pickle—The Disposition of his
Sister described—He yields to her Solicitations, and retires

to the Country.

In a certain county of England, bounded on one
side by the sea, and at the distance of one hundred
miles from the metropolis, lived Gamaliel Pickle,
Esq., the father of that hero whose adventures we
purpose to record. He was the son of a merchant
in London, who, like Rome, from small beginnings,
had raised himself to the highest honours of the'

city, and acquired a plentiful fortune, though, to his
infinite regret, he died before it amounted to a plum,
conjuring his son, as he respected the last injunction
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of a parent, to imitate his industry, and adhere

to his maxims, until he should have made up the

deficiency, which was a sum considerably less than

fifteen thousand pounds.

This pathetic remonstrance had the desired effect

upon his representative, who spared no pains to

fulfil the request of the deceased, but exerted all the

capacity with which nature had endowed him, in

a series of efforts, which, however, did not succeed ;

for, by the time he had been fifteen years in trade,

he found himself five thousand pounds worse than

he was when he first took possession of his father's

effects ; a circumstance that affected him so nearly,

as to detach his inclinations from business, and

induce him to retire from the world, to some place

where he might at leisure deplore his misfortunes,

and, by frugality, secure himself from want, and the

apprehensions of a jail, with which his imagination

was incessantly haunted. He was often heard to

express his fears of coming upon the parish, and to

bless God, that, on account of his having been so

long a housekeeper, he was entitled to that provision.

In short, his talents were not naturally active, and

there was a son of inconsistency in his character ;

for, with all the desire ofamassingwhich any citizen

could possibly entertain, he w as encumbered by a

certain indolence and sluggishness that prevailed

over every interested consideration, and even

hindered him from profiting by the singleness of

apprehension, and moderation of appetites, which

have so frequently conduced to the acquisition of

immense fortunes, qualities which he possessed in

a very remarkable degree. Nature, in all pro-

bability, had mixed little or nothing inflammable in

his composition ; or whatever seeds of excess she

might have sown within him, were effectually

stifled and destroyed by the austerity of his

education.

The sallies of his youth, far from being inordinate

or criminal, never exceeded the bounds of that

decent jollity, which an extraordinary pot, on

extraordinary occasions, may be supposed to have

produced in a club of sedate book-keepers, whose

imaginations were neither very warm nor luxuriant.

Little subject to refined sensations, he was scarce

ever disturbed with violent emotions of any kind.

The passion of love never interrupted his tran-

quillity ; and if, as Mr. Creech says after Horace,
" Not to admire is all the art I know,
To make men happy, and to keep them so,"

Mr. Pickle was undoubtedly possessed of that in-

valuable secret ; at least he was never known to

betray the faintest symptom of transport, except

one evening at the club, where he observed, with

some demonstrations of vivacity, that he had dined

upon a delicate loin of veal.

Notwithstanding this appearance of phlegm, he

could not help feeling his disappointments in trade;

and, upon the failure of a certain underwriter, by
which he lost five hundred pounds, declared his

design of relinquishing business, and retiring to the

country. In this resolution he was comforted and

encouraged by his only sister Mrs. Grizzle, who
had managed his family since the death of his

father, and was now in the thirtieth year of her

maidenhood, with a fortune of five thousand pounds,

and a large stock of economy and devotion.

These qualifications, one would think, might
have been the means of abridging the term of her

celibacy, as she never expressed any aversion to

wedlock ; but it seems she was too delicate in her

choice to find a mate to her inclination in the city

;

for I cannot suppose that she remained so long
unsolicited, though the charms of her person were
not altogether enchanting, nor her manner over
and above agreeable. Exclusive of the very wan
(not to call it sallow) complexion, which perhaps
was the effects of her virginity and mortification,

she had a cast in her eyes that was not at all en-

gaging, and such an extent of mouth, as no art or
affectation could contract into any proportionable

dimension. Then her piety was rather peevish

than resigned, and did not in the least diminish a
certain stateliness in her demeanour and conversa-

tion, that delighted in communicating the import-

ance and honour of her family, which, by the bye,

was not to be traced two generations back, by all

the power of heraldry or tradition.

She seemed to have renounced all the ideas she

had acquired before her father served the office of
sheriff; and the era which regulated the dates of all

her observations, was the mayoralty of her papa.

Nay, so solicitous was this good lady for the sup-

port and propagation of the family name, that,

suppressing every selfish motive, she actually pre-

vailed upon her brother to combat with his own dis-

position, and even surmount it so far, as to declare

a passion for the personwhom he afterwards wedded,
as we shall see in the sequel. Indeed she was the

spur that instigated him in all his extraordinary

undertakings ; and I question whether or not he
would have been able to disengage himself from
that course of life in which he had so long me-
chanically moved, unless he had been roused and
actuated by her incessant exhortations. London,
she observed, was a receptacle of iniquity, where
an honest unsuspecting man was every day in

danger of falling a sacrifice to craft ; where inno-

cence was exposed to continual temptations, and
virtue eternally persecuted by malice and slander

;

where every thing was ruled by caprice and cor-

ruption, and merit utterly discouraged and despised.

This last imputation she pronounced with such
emphasis and chagrin, as plainly denoted how far

she considered herself as an example of what she

advanced ; and really the charge was justified by
the constructions that were put upon her retreat by
her female friends, who, far from imputing it to the

laudable motives that induced her, insinuated, in

sarcastic commendations, that she had good reason

to be dissatisfied with a place where she had been
so long overlooked ; and that it was certainly her
wisest course to make her last effort in the country,

where, in all probability, her talents would be less

eclipsed, and her fortune more attractive.

Be this as it will, her admonitions, though they

were powerful enough to convince, would have
been insufficient to overcome the languor and vis

inertia: of her brother, had she not reinforced her

arguments by calling in question the credit of two
or three merchants, with whom he was embarked
in trade.

Alarmed at these hints of intelligence, he ex-

erted himself effectually ; he withdrew his money
from trade, and laying it out in bank stock and
India bonds, removed to a house in the country,

which his father had built near the sea-side, for the

convenience of carrying on a certain branch of

ti_rfic in which he had been deeply concerned.
Here then Mr. Pickle fixed his habitation for

life, in the six-and-thirtieth year of his age ; and
though the pangs he felt at parting with his intimate
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companions, and quitting all his former connex-
ions, were not quite so keen as to produce any
dangerous disorder in his constitution, he did not
fail to be extremely disconcerted at his first en-
trance into a scene of life to which he was totally
a stranger. Not but that he met with abundance
of people in the country, who in consideration of
his fortune, courted his acquaintance, and breathed
nothing but friendship and hospitality. Yet even
the trouble of receiving and returning these civili-
ties, was an intolerable fatigue to a man of his
habits and disposition. He therefore left the care
of the ceremonial to his sister, who indulged herself
in all the pride of formality, while he himself,
haying made a discovery of a public-house in the
neighbourhood, went thither every evening, and
enjoyed his pipe and can

; being very well satified
with the behaviour of the landlord, whose commu-
nicative temper was a great comfort to his own
taciturnity

; for he shunned all superfluity ofspeech,
as much as he avoided any other unnecessary
expense.

CHAPTER H.

He is made acquainted with the Characters of Commodore
Trunnion and his Adherents; meets with them by acci-
dent, and contracts an Intimacy with that Commander.

This loquacious publican soon gave him sketches
of all the characters in the county, and, among
others, described that of his next neighbour, Com-
modore Trunnion, which was altogether singular
and odd. " The Commodore and your worship,"
said he, " will in a short time be hand and glove

;

he has a power of money, and spends it like a
prince—that is, in his own way—for, to be sure, he
is a little humoursome, as the saying is, and swears
woundily, though I'll be sworn he means no more
harm than a sucking babe. Lord help us ! it will
do your honour's heart good to hear him tell a
story, as how he lay alongside of the French
yard-arm and yard-arm, board and board, and of
heaving grapplings, and stinkpots, and grapes, and
round and double-headed partridges, crows and
carters—Laud have mercy upon us ! he has been
a great warrior in his time, and lost an eye and a
heel in the service. Then he does not five like any
other christian land-man; but keeps garrison in
his house, as if he were in the midst of his enemies,
and makes his servants turn out in the night, watch
and watch, as he calls it, all the year 'round.
His habitation is defended by a ditch, over which
he has laid a draw-bridge, and planted his court-
yard with patereroes continually loaded with shot,
under the direction of one Mr. Hatchway, who had
one of his legs shot away, while he acted as lieu-
tenant on board the commodore's ship ; and now
being on half pay, lives with him as his companion.
The lieutenant is a very brave man, a great joker
and, as the saying is, hath got the length of his
commander's foot

; though he has another favourite
in the house, called Tom Pipes, that was his boat-
swain's mate, and now keeps the servants in order.Tom is a man of few words, but an excellent hand
at a song concerning the boatswain's whistle, hussle-
cap, and chuck-farthing—there is not such another
pipe in the county. So that the commodore lives
very happy m his own manner; thof he be
sometimes thrown into perilous passions and quan-
daries, by the application of his poor kinsmen

1G1

whom he can't abide, because as how some of them
were the first occasion of his going to sea. Then
he sweats with agony at the sight of an attorney

;

just for all the world, as some people have an anti-
pathy to a cat ; for it seems he was once at law for
striking one of his officers, and cast in a swinging
sum. He is moreover exceedingly afflicted with
goblins that disturb his rest, and keep such a
racket in his house, that you would think, God
bless us! all the devils in hell had broke loose
upon him. It was no longer ago than last year
about this time, that he was tormented the livelong
night by two mischievous spirits that got into his
chamber, and played a thousand pranks about his
hammock (for there is not one bed within his walls).
Well, sir, he rung his bell, called up all his servants,
got lights, and made a thorough search ; but the
devil a goblin was to be found. He had no sooner
turned in again, and the rest of the family gone to
sleep, than the foul fiends began their game anew.
The commodore got up in the dark, drew his cut-
lass, and attacked them both so manfully, that, at
fiye minutes, every thing in the apartment went to
pieces. The lieutenant, hearing the noise, came to
his assistance. Tom Pipes, being told what was
the matter, lighted his match, and, going down to
the yard, fired all the patereroes as signals of dis-
tress. Well, to be sure, the whole parish was in a
pucker; some thought the French had landed;
others imagined the commodore's house was beset
by thieves; for my own part, I called up two
dragoons that are quartered upon me; and they
swore with deadly oaths, it was a gang of smug-
glers engaged with a party of their regiment, that
lies in the next village ; and mounting their horses
like lusty fellows, rode up into the country as fast as
their beasts could carry them. Ah, master ! these
are hard times, when an industrious body cannot
earn his bread without fear of the gallows. Your
worship's father, God rest his soul! was a good
gentleman, and as well respected in this parish as
e'er a he that walks upon neat's leather. And if
your honour should want a small parcel of fine tea,
or a few ankers of right Nants, I'll be bound you
shall be furnished to your heart's content. But, as
I was saying, the hubbub continued till morning,
when the parson being sent for, conjured the spirits
into the Red Sea ; and the house has been pretty
quiet ever since. True it is, Mr. Hatchway makes
a mock of the whole affair ; and told his commander
in this very blessed spot, that the two goblins were
no other than a couple of jackdaws which had
fallen down the chimney, and made a flapping with
their wings up and down the apartment. But the
commodore, who is very choleric, and does not like
to be jeered, fell into a main high passion, and
stormed like a perfect hurricane, swearing that heknew a devil from a jackdaw as well as e'er a manm the three kingdoms. He owned, indeed, that
the birds were found, but denied that they were
the occasion of the uproar. For my own part
master, I believe much may be said on both sides
of the question, thof, to be sure, the devil is always
going about, as the saying is."

This circumstantial account, extraordinary as it

"^^i f
lter

t
d T feature in the countenance

of Mr. Pickle, who, having heard it to an end, took
the pipe from his mouth, saying, with a look of
infinite sagacity and deliberation, "I do suppose he
is of the Cornish Trunnions. What sort of a woman
is his spouse ? " Spouse !" cried the other, « odds

M
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heart ! I don't tliink he would marry the Queen of

Sheba. Lack-a-day ! Sir, he won't suffer his own
maids to lie in the garrison, hut turns them into an

out-house every night before the watch is set.

Bless your honour's soul, he is, as it were, a very

oddish kind of a gentleman. Your worship would

have seen him before now ; for when he is well, he

and my good master Hatchway come hither every

evening, and drink a couple of cans of rumbo

a-piece ; but he has been confined to his house this

fortnight by a plaguy fit of the gout, which, I'll

assure your worship, is a good penny out of my
pocket."

At that instant, Mr. Pickle's ears were saluted

with such a strange noise, as even discomposed the

muscles of his face, which gave immediate indica-

tions of alarm. This composition of notes at first

resembled the crying of quails and croaking of

bull-frogs ; but, as it approached nearer, he could

distinguish articulate sounds pronounced with great

violence, in such a cadence as one would expect to

hear from a human creature scolding through the

organs of an ass. It was neither speaking nor

braying, hut a surprising mixture of both, employed

in the utterance of terms absolutely unintelligible

to our wondering merchant, who had just opened

his mouth to express his curiosity, when the land-

ord, starting up at the well-known sound, cried,

" Odds niggers ! there is the commodore with his

company, as sure as I live ;" and with his apron

began to wipe the dust off an elbow-chair placed at

one side of the fire, and kept sacred for the ease

and convenience of this infirm commander. While

he was thus occupied, a voice still more uncouth

than the former, bawled aloud, " Ho ! the house, a

hoy !" Upon which the publican, clapping a hand to

each side of his head, with his thumbs fixed to his

ears, rebellowed in the same tone, which he had

learned to imitate, " Hilloah." The voice again

exclaimed, " Have you got any attorneys aboard ?"

and when the landlord replied, " No, no ;" this

man of strange expectation came in, supported by

his two dependents, and displayed a figure every

way answerable to the oddity of his character. He
was in stature at least six feet high, though he had

contracted an habit of stooping, by living so long on

hoard ; his complexion was tawn)', and his aspect

rendered hideous by a large scar across his nose,

and a patch that covered the place of one eye.

Being seated in his chair with great formality, the

landlord complimented him upon his being able to

come abroad again; and having, in a whisper,

communicated the name of his fellow guest, whom
the commodore already knew by report, went to

prepare, with all imaginable despatch, the first

allowance of his favourite liquor, in three separate

cans, for each was accommodated with his own
portion apart, while the lieutenant sat down on the

blind side of his commander; and Tom Pipes,

knowing his distance, with great modesty, took his

station in the rear. After a pause of some minutes,

the conversation was begun by this ferocious chief,

who, fixing hiseye upon the lieutenantwith a stern-

ness of countenance not to be described, addressed
him in these words :

" D—n my eyes ! Hatchway,
I always took you to be a better seaman than to

overset our chaise in such fair weather. Blood!
did'nt I tell you we were running bump ashore,

and bid you set in the lee-brace, and haul upon a
wind ?" " Yes," replied the other, with an arch
sneer, " I do confess as how you did give such orders,

after you had run us foul of a post, so as that the

carriage lay along, and could not right herself."

" I run you foul of a post!" cried the commander

;

" d—n my heart ! you're a pretty dog, an't you, to

tell me so aboveboard to my face? Did I take

charge of the chaise ? Did I stand at the helm ?"

" No," answered Hatchway ;
" I must confess you

did not steer ; but howsomever, you cunned all the

way, and so, as you could not see how the land

lay", being blind of your larboard eye, we were fast

ashore, before you knew any thing of the matter.

Pipes, who stood abaft, can testify the truth of

what I say." "D—n my limbs!" resumed the

commodore, " I don't value what you or Pipes say a

rope yarn. You're a couple of mutinous—I'll say

no more; but you shan't run your rig upon me,

d

—

n ye. I am the man that learnt you, Jack

Hatchway, to splice a rope, and raise a perpen-

dicular."

The lieutenant,who was perfectly well acquainted

with the trim of his captain, did not choose to carry

on the altercation any farther ; hut, taking up his

can, drank to the health of the stranger, who very

courteously returned the compliment, without,

however, presuming to join in the conversation,

which suffered a considerable pause. During this

interruption, Mr. Hatchway's wit displayed itself

in several practical jokes upon the commodore,

with whom, he knew, it was dangerous to tamper

in any other way. Being without the sphere of

his vision, he securely pilfered his tobacco, drank

his rumbo, made wry faces, and, to use the vulgar

phrase, cocked his eye at him, to the no small

entertainment of the spectators, Mr. Pickle himself

not excepted, who gave evident tokens of uncom-

mon satisfaction at the dexterity of this marine

pantomime.
Meanwhile, the captain's choler gradually sub-

sided, and he was pleased to desire Hatchway, by
the familiar and friendly diminutive of Jack, to

read a newspaper that lay on the table before him.

This task was accordingly undertaken by the lame

lieutenant, who, among other paragraphs, read that

which follows, with an elevation of voice that

seemed to prognosticate something extraordinary

:

" We are informed, that Admiral Bower will very

soon he created a British peer, for his eminent

services during the war, particularly in his late en-

gagement with the French fleet." Trunnion was

thunderstruck at this piece of intelligence. The
mug dropped from his hand, and shivered into a

thousand pieces ; his eye glistened like that of a

rattlesnake, and some minutes elapsed before he

could pronounce, "Avast! overhaul that article

again." It was no sooner read the second time,

than smiting the table with his fist, he started up,

and with the most violent emphasis of rage and in-

dignation, exclaimed, "D—n my heart and liver!

'tis a land lie, d'ye see ; and I will maintain it to be

a lie, from the spritsail-yard to the mizen-topsail-

haulyards! Blood and thunder! Will Bower a

peer of this realm ! a fellow of yesterday, that scarce

knows a mast from a manger ; a snotty-nose boy,

whom I myself have ordered to the gun, for stealing

eggs out of the hencoops ! and I, Hawser Trunnion,

who commanded a ship before he could keep a

reckoning, am laid aside, d'ye see, and forgotten !

If so be as this be the case, there is a rotten plank

in our constitution, which ought to be hove down
and repaired, d—n my eyes ! For my own part,

d'ye see, I was none of your guinea pigs ; I did not
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rise in the service by parliamenteering interest, or
a handsome b—h of a wife. I was not hoisted
over the bellies of better men, nor strutted athwart
the quarter-deck in a laced doublet, and thingum-
bobs at the wrists. D—n my limbs ! I have'been
a hard-working man, and served all offices on
board from cook's shifter to the command of a
vessel. Here, you Tunley, there's the hand of a
seaman, you dog." So saying, he laid hold on the
landlord's fist, and honoured him with such a
squeeze, as compelled him to roar with great voci-
feration, to the infinite satisfaction of the commo-
dore, whose features were a little unbended, by this
acknowledgment of his vigour ; and he thus pro-
ceeded in a less outrageous strain : "They make a
d—ned noise about this engagement with the
French

; but, egad! it was no more than a bumboat
battle, in comparison with some that I have seen.
There was old Rook and Jennings, and another
whom I'll be d—ned before I name, that knew what
fighting was. As for my own share, d'ye see, I
am none of those that halloo in their own com-
mendation

; but if so be that I were minded to
stand my own trumpeter, some of those little fel-
lows that hold their heads so high, would be taken
all aback, as the saying is

; they would be ashamed
to show their colours, d—n my eyes ! I once lay-

eight glasses alongside of the Flour de Louse, a
French man-of-war, though her metal was heavier,
and her complement larger by an hundred hands
than mine. You, Jack Hatchway, d—n ye, what
d'ye grin at? D'ye think I tell a story, because
you never heard it before ?"

"Why, look ye, sir," answered the lieutenant, "I
am glad to find you can stand your own trumpeter
on occasion ; thof I wish you would change the
tune

; for that is the same you have been piping
every watch for these ten months past. Tunley
himself will tell you, he has heard it five hundred
times." " God forgive you, Mr. Hatchway," said
the landlord, interrupting him ;

" as I'm an honest
man and a housekeeper, I never heard a syllab of
the matter."

This declaration, though not strictly true, was
extremely agreeable to Mr. Trunnion, who, with an
air of triumph, observed, " Aha ! Jack, I thought
I should bring you up, with your jibes and your
jokes ; but suppose you had heard it before, is that
any reason why it should'nt be told to another per-
son ? There's the stranger, belike he has heard it

five hundred times too ; han't you, brother ?" ad-
dressing himself to Mr. Pickle ; who replied, with
a look expressing curiosity, " No, never f he thus
went on :

" Well, you seem to be an honest quiet
sort of a man ; and therefore you must know, as I
said before, I fell in with a French man-of-war,
Cape Finisterre bearing about six leagues on the
weather bow, and the chase three leagues to lee-
ward, going before the wind ; whereupon I set my
studding sails, and, coming up with her, hoisted my
jack and ensign, and poured in a whole broadside,
before you could count three rattlins, in the mizen
shrouds; for I always keep a good lookout, and
love to have the first fire." " That I'll be sworn."
said Hatchway ; "for the day we made the Triumph,
you ordered the men to fire when she was hull-to,
by the same token we below pointed the guns at a
flight of gulls ; and I won a can of punch from the
gunner, by killing the first bird." Exasperated at
this sarcasm, he replied with great vehemence,
" You lie, lubber ! d—n your bones ! what business

have you to come always athwart my hawse in this
manner ? Yon, Pipes, was upon deck, and can bear
witness, whether or not I fired too soon. Speak,
you blood of a —, and that upon the word of a
seaman ; how did the chase bear of us, when I
gave orders to fire ?"

Pipes, who had hitherto sat silent, being thus
called upon to give his evidence, after divers strange
gesticulations, opened his mouth like a gasping cod,
aud with a cadence like that of the east wind sing-
ing through a cranny, pronounced, " Half a quarter
of a league right upon our lee-beam." " Nearer,
you porpuss-fac'd swab!" cried the commodore,
" nearer by twelve fathom ; but howsomever, that's
enough to prove the falsehood of Hatchway's jaw—and so, brother, d'ye see," turning to Mr. Pickle,
" I lay alongside of the Flour de Louse, yard-arm
and yard-arm, plying our great guns and small
arms, and heaving in stink-pots, powder-bottles,
and hand-grenades, till our shot was all expended,
double-headed, partridge, and grape ; then we loaded
with iron crows, marlin spikes, and old nails ; but
finding the Frenchman took a great deal of drub-
bing, and that he had shot away all our rigging,
and killed and wounded a great number of our men,
d'ye see, I resolved to run him on board upon his
quarter, and so ordered our grapplings to be got
ready

; but Monsieur, perceiving what we were
about, filled his topsails and sheered off, leaving us
like a log upon the water, and our scuppers running
with blood."

Mr. Pickle and the landlord paid such extraor-
dinary attention to the rehearsal of this exploit, that
Trunnion was encouraged to entertain them with
more stories of the same nature; after which he
observed, by way of encomium on the government,
that all he had gained in the service was a lame
foot and the loss of an eye. The lieutenant, who
could not find in his heart to lose any opportunity
of being witty at the expense of his commander,
gave a loose to his satirical talent once more, say-
ing, " I have heard as how you came by your lame
foot, by having your upper decks overstowed with
liquor, whereby you became crank, and rolled, d'ye
see, in such a manner, that, by a pitch of the ship,
your starboard heel was jammed in one of the
scuppers

; aud as for the matter of your eye, that
was knocked out by your own crew when the Light-
ning was paid off. There's poor Pipes, who was
beaten into all the colours of the rainbow for taking
your part, and giving you time to sheer off; and I
don't find as how you have rewarded him according
as he deserves." As the commodore could not
deny the truth of these anecdotes, however un-
seasonably they were introduced, he affected to
receive them with good humour, as jokes of the
lieutenant's own inventing ; and replied, " Ay, ay,
Jack, every body knows your tongue is no slander;
but, howsomever, I'll work you to an oil for this, you
dog." So saying, he lifted up one of his crutches,
intending to lay it gently across Mr. Hatchway's
pate; but Jack, with great agility, tilted up his
wooden leg, with which he warded off the blow, to
the no small admiration of Mr. Pickle, and utter
astonishment of the landlord, who, by the by, had
expressed the same amazement, at the same feat, at
the same hour, every night for three months before.
Trunnion then directing his eye to the boatswain's
mate, " You, Pipes," said he, " do you go about and
tell people that I did not reward you for standing
by me, when I was hussled by these rebellious rap-
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scallions ; d—n you, han't you been rated on the

books ever since ?" Tom, who indeed had no words

to spare, sat smoking his pipe with great indif-

ference, and never dreamed of paying any regard

to these interrogations ; which being repeated and

reinforced with manv oaths, that, however, produced

no effect, the commodore pulled out his purse say-

ing "Here, you bitch's baby, here's something

better than a smart ticket !" and threw it at his

silent deliverer, who received and pocketed his

bounty, without the least demonstration of surprise

or satisfaction ; while the donor turning to Mr.

Pickle, " You see, brother," said he, " I make good

the old saying, 'We sailors get money like horses,

and spend it like asses ;' come, Pipes, let's have the

boatswain's whistle, and be jovial." This musician

accordingly applied to his mouth the silver instru-

ment that hung at a button hole of his jacket, by

a chain of the same metal, and, though not quite so

ravishing as the pipe of Hermes, produced a sound

so loud and shrill, that the stranger (as it were in-

stinctively) stopped his ears, to preserve his organs

of hearing from such a dangerous invasion. The

prelude being thus executed, Pipes fixed his eyes

upon the egg of an ostrich that depended from the

ceiling, and without once moving them from that

object, performed the whole cantata in a tone of

voice that seemed to be the joint issue of an Irish

bagpipe and a sow-gelder's horn ; the commodore,

the lieutenant, and landlord joined in the chorus,

repeating this elegant stanza,

Bustle, bustle, brave bovs, let us sing, let us toil,

And drink all the while, since labour's the price of our joys.

The third line was no sooner pronounced, than

the can was lifted to every man's mouth with ad-

mirable uniformity ; and the next word taken up

at the end of their draught with a twang equally-

expressive and harmonious. In short, the com-

pany began to understand one another ; Mr. Pickle

seemed to relish the entertainment, and a corre-

spondence immediately commenced between him

and Trunnion, who shook him by the hand, drank

to further acquaintance, and even invited him to a

mess of pork and peas in the garrison. The com-

pliment was returned, good fellowship prevailed,

and the night was pretty far advanced when the

merchant's man arrived with a lanthorn to light his

master home ;
upon which the new friends parted,

after a mutual promise of meeting next evening in

the same place.

CHAPTER IIL

Mrs. Grizzle exerts herself in finding a proper Match for her

Brother ; who is accordingly introduced to the young Lady,

whom he marries in due season.

I have been the more circumstantial in opening

the character of Trunnion, because he bears a

considerable share in the course of these memoirs ;

but now it is high time to resume the consideration

of Mrs. Grizzle, who, since her arrival in the

country, had been engrossed by a double care,

namely, that of finding a suitable match for her

brother, and a comfortable yoke-fellow for herself.

Neither was this aim the result of any sinister

or frail suggestion, but the pure dictates of that

laudable ambition, which prompted her to the pre-

servation of the family name. Nay, so disinterested

was she in this pursuit, that, postponing her nearest

concern, or at least leaving her own fate to the silent

operation of her charms, she laboured with such

indefatigable zeal in behalf of her brother, that,

before they had been three months settled in the

country, the general topic of conversation in the

neighbourhood, was an intended match between the

rich Mr. Pickle and the fair Miss Appleby, daughter

of a gentleman who lived in the next parish, and

who, though he had but little fortune to bestow

upon his children, had (to use his own phrase)

replenished their veins with some of the best blood

in the country.

This young lady, whose character and disposition

Mrs. Grizzle had investigated to her own satis-

faction, was destined for the spouse of Mr. Pickle,

and an overture accordingly made to her father,

who being overjoyed at the proposal, gave his

consent without hesitation, and even recommended

the immediate execution of the project with such

eagerness, as seemed to indicate either a suspicion of

Mr. Pickle's constancy, or a diffidence of his own

daughter's complexion, which perhaps he thought

too sanguine to keep much longer cool. The pre-

vious point being thus settled, our merchant, at the

instigation of Mrs. Grizzle, went to visit his future

father-in-law, and was introduced to the daughter,

with whom he had, that same afternoon, an op-

portunity of being alone. What passed in that

interview, I never could learn, though, from the

character of the suitor, the reader may justly con-

clude, that she was not much teased with the

impertinence of his addresses. He was not, I

believe, the less welcome for that reason ; certain

it is, she made no objection to his taciturnity, and

when her father communicated his resolution,

acquiesced with the most pious resignation. But

Mrs. Grizzle, in order to give the lady a more

favourable idea of his intellects than what his

conversation could possibly inspire, was resolved

to dictate a letter, which her brother should

transcribe and transmit to his mistress, as the

produce of his own understanding, and had actually

composed a very tender billet for this purpose;

yet her intention was entirely frustrated by the

misapprehension of the lover himself, who in con-

sequence of his sister's repeated admonitions,

anticipated her scheme, by writing for himself, and

despatching the letter one afternoon, while Mrs.

Grizzle was visiting at the parson's.

Neither was this step the effect of his vanity or

precipitation; but having been often assured by

his sister, that it was absolutely necessary for him

to make a declaration of his love in writing, he took

this opportunity of acting in conformity with her

advice, when his imagination was unengaged or

undisturbed by any other suggestion, without sus-

pecting the least that she intended to save him the

trouble of exercising his own genius. Left, therefore,

as he imagined, to his own inventions, he sat down

and produced the following morceau, which was

transmitted to Miss Appleby, before his sister and

counsellor had the least intimation of the affair.

Miss Sally Appleby.
" Madam,—Understanding vou have a parcel of heart,

warranted sound, to be disposed of, shall be willing to treat

for said commodity, on reasonable terms ;
doubt not shall

agree for same ; shall wait on you for further information,

when and where you shall appoint. This the needful from
" Yours, &c. " Gam. Pickle.

' This laconic epistle, simple and unadorned as it

was, met with as cordial a reception from the

person to whom it was addressed, as if it had been

couched in the most elegant terms that delicacy of
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passion and cultivated genius could supply
; nay, I

believe, was the more welcome, on account of its

mercantile plainness : because, when an advan-
tageous match is in view, a sensible woman often
considers the flowery professions and rapturous
exclamations of love as ensnaring ambiguities, or
at best impertinent preliminaries, that retard the
treaty they are designed to promote

; whereas Mr.
Pickle removed all disagreeable uncertainty, by
descending at once to the most interesting particular.

She had no sooner, as a dutiful child, commu-
nicated this billet doux to her father, than he, as a
careful parent, visited Mr. Pickle, and, in presence
of Mrs. Grizzle, demanded a formal explanation of
his sentiments with regard to his daughter Sally.
Mr. Gamaliel, without any ceremony, assured him
he had a respect for the young woman, and, with
his good leave, would take her for better for worse.
Mr. Appleby, after having expressed his satisfaction
that he had fixed his affections in his family,
comforted the lover with the assurance of his being
agreeable to the young lady, and they forthwith
proceeded to the articles of the marriage-settlement,
which being discussed and determined, a lawyer was
ordered to engross them ; the wedding-clothes were
bought, and, in short, a day was appointed for the
celebration of their nuptials, to which every body
of any fashion in the neighbourhood was invited.
Among these Commodore Trunnion and Mr.
Hatchway were not forgotten, being the sole com-
panions of the bridegroom, with whom, by this
time, they had contracted a sort of intimacy at their
nocturnal rendezvous.
They had received a previous intimation of what

was on the anvil from the landlord, before Mr.
Pickle thought proper to declare himself; in con-
sequence of which, the topic of the one-eyed
commander's discourse at their meeting, for several
evenings before, had been the folly and plague of
matrimony, on which he held forth with great
vehemence of abuse, levelled at the fair sex, whom
he represented as devils incarnate, sent from hell
to torment mankind

;
and, in particular, inveighed

against old maids, for whom he seemed to entertain
a singular aversion

; while his friend Jack confirmed
the truth of all his allegations, and gratified his
own malignant vein at the same time, by clenching
every sentence with a sly joke upon the married
state, built upon some allusion to a ship or sea-
faring life. He compared a woman to a great gun
loaded with fire, brimstone, and noise, which, being
violently heated, will bounce and fly, and play the
devil, ifyou don't take special care of herbreechings.
He said she was like a hurricane, that never blows
from one quarter, but veers about to all points of
the compass. He likened her to a painted galley
curiously rigged, with a leak in her hold, which
her husband would never be able to stop. He
observed that her inclinations were like the Bay of
Biscay

;
for why ? because you may heave your

deep sea lead long enough without ever reaching
the bottom. That he who comes to anchor on a
wife, may find himself moored in d—d foul ground
and after all, can't for his blood slip his cable ; and
that, for his own part, thof he might make short
trips for pastime, he would never embark in woman
on the voyage of life, because he was afraid of
foundering in the first foul weather.

_
In all probability, these insinuations made some

impression on the mind of Mr. Pickle, who was not
very much inclined to run great risks of any kind;
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but the injunctions and importunities of his sister,
who was bent upon the match, overbalanced the
opinion of his sea friends, who, finding him deter-
mined to marry, notwithstanding all the hints of
caution they had thrown out, resolved to accept his
invitation, and honoured his nuptials with their
presence accordingly.

CHAPTER IV.
The behaviour of Mrs. Grizzle at the Wedding, with an ac-

count of the Guests.

I hope it will not be thought uncharitable, if I ad-
vance, by way of conjecture, that Mrs. Grizzle, on
this grand occasion, summoned her whole exertion,
to play off the artillery of her charms upon the
single gentlemen who were invited to the enter-
tainment. Sure I am, she displayed to the best
advantage all the engaging qualities she possessed.
Her affability at dinner was altogether uncommon

;
her attention to the guests was superfluously hos-
pitable

; her tongue was sheathed with the most
agreeable and infantine lisp ; her address was per-
fectly obliging

; and though, conscious of the ex-
traordinary capacity of her mouth, she would not
venture to hazard a laugh ; she modelled her lips
into an enchanting simper, which played upon her
countenance all day long

;
nay, she even profited

by that defect in her vision we have already ob-
served, and securely contemplated those features
which were most to her liking, while the rest of the
company believed her regards were disposed in a
qmte contrary direction. With what humility of
complaisance did she receive the compliments of
those who could not help praising the elegance of
the banquet

! and how piously did she seize that
opportunity of commemorating the honours of her
sire, by observing that it was no merit in her to
understand something of entertainments, as she
had occasion to preside at so many, during the
mayoralty of her papa ! Ear from discovering the
least symptom of pride and exultation, when the
opulence of her family became the subject of con-
versation, she assumed a severity of countenance

;

and, after having moralized on the vanity of riches,'
declared, that those who looked upon her as a fortune
were very much mistaken

; for her father had left
her no more than poor five thousand pounds, which
with what little she had saved of the interest since
his death, was all she had to depend upon. Indeed
if she had placed her chief felicity in wealth she
should not have been so forward in destroy in o- herown expectations, by advising and promoting the
event at which they were now so happily assem-
bled

;
but she hoped she should always have virtue

enough to postpone any interested consideration
when it should happen to clash with the happiness
of her friends Finally, such was her modesty and
self-denial, that she industriously informed thosewhom it might concern, than she was no less than
three years older than the bride

; though had she
added ten to the reckoning, she would have com-
mitted no mistake in point of computation
To contribute as much as lay in her power to the

satisfaction of all present, she, in the afternoon
regaled them with a tune on the harpsichord'
accompanied with her voice, which, though not themost melodious in the world, I dare say, would
have been equally at their service, could she have
vied with Philomel in song; and as the last effort
ol her complaisance, when dancing was proposed
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she was prevailed upon, at the request of her new

sister, to open the hall in person.

In a word, Mrs. Grizzle was the principal figure

in this festival, and almost eclipsed the bride, who,

far from seeming to dispute the pre-eminence, very

wisely allowed her to make the hest of her talents;

contenting herself with the lot to which fortune had

already called her, and which she imagined would

not be"the less desirable, if her sister-in-law were

detached from the family.

I believe I need scarce advertise the reader, that,

during this whole entertainment, the commodore

and his lieutenant were quite out of their element

;

and this, indeed, was the case with the bridegroom

himself, who, being utterly unacquainted with any

sort of polite commerce, found himself under a

very disagreeable restraint during the whole scene.

Trunnion, who had scarce ever been on shore till

he was paid off, and never once in his whole life in

the company of any females above the rank of

those who herd upon the Point at Portsmouth, was

more embarrassed about his behaviour, than if he

had been surrounded at sea by the whole French

navy. He had never pronounced the word madam
since he was born ; so that, far from entering into

conversation with the ladies, he would not even

return the compliment, or give the least nod of

civility when they drank to his health ; and I verily

believe, would rather have suffered suffocation,

than allowed the simple phrase, your servant, to

proceed from his mouth. He was altogether as

inflexible with respect to the attitudes of his body
;

for, either through obstinacy or bashfulness, he sat

upright without motion, insomuch that he provoked

the mirth of a certain wag, who, addressing him-

self to the lieutenant, asked whether that was the

commodore himself, or the wooden lion that used

to stand at his gate ? An image to which, it must
be owned, Mr. Trunnion's person bore no faint

resemblance.

Mr. Hatchway, who was not quite so unpolished

as the commodore, and had certain notions that

seemed to approach the ideas of common life, made
a less uncouth appearance ; but then he was a wit,

and though ofa very peculiar genius, partook largely

of that disposition which is common to all wits, who
never enjoy themselves, except when their talents

meet with those marks of distinction and venera-

tion which, in their own opinion, they deserve.

These circumstances being premised, it is not to

be wondered at if this triumvirate made no objec-

tions to the proposal, when some of the grave per-

sonages of the company made a motion for adjourn-
ing into another apartment, where they might
enjoy their pipes and bottles, while the young folks

indulged themselves in the continuance of their

own favourite diversion. Thus rescued as it were,
from a state of annihilation, the first use the two
lads of the castle made of'their existence, was to

ply the bridegroom so hard with biunpers, that, in

less than an hour, he made divers efforts to sing,

and soon after was carried to bed, deprived
of all manner of sensation, to the utter disappoint-
ment of the bridemen and maids, who, by this

accident, were prevented from throwing the stock-
ing, and performing certain other ceremonies prac-
tised on such occasions. As for the bride, she
bore this misfortune with great good humour ; and
indeed, on all occasions, behaved like a discreet
woman, perfectly well acquainted with the nature
of her own situation.

CHAPTER V.

Mrs. Pickle assumes the reins of Government in her own

Family ; Her Sister-in-Law undertakes an Enterprise of

great moment ; but is for some time diverted from her

Purpose by a very interesting Consideration.

Whatever deference, not to say submission, she

had paid to Mrs. Grizzle before she was so nearly

allied to her family, she no sooner became Mrs.

Pickle, than she thought it incumbent upon her to

act up to the dignity of the character ; and the

very day after the marriage, ventured to dispute

with her sister-in-law on the subject of her own
pedigree, which she affirmed to be more honourable

in all respects than that of her husband ;
observing

that several younger brothers of her house had

arrived at the station of Lord Mayor of London,

which was the highest pitch of greatness that any

of Mr. Pickle's predecessors had ever attained.

This presumption was like a thunderbolt to Mrs.

Grizzle, who began to perceive that she had not suc-

ceeded quite so well as she imagined, in selecting

for her brother a gentle and obedient yoke-fellow,

who would always treat her with that profound

respect which she thought due to her superior

genius, and be entirely regulated by her advice

and direction. However, she still continued to

manage the reins of government in the house,

reprehending the servants as usual ; an office she

performed with great capacity, and in which she

seemed to take singular delight, until Mrs. Pickle,

on pretence of consulting her ease, told her one day

she would take that trouble upon herself, and for

the future assume the management of her own
family. Nothing could be more mortifying to

Mrs. Grizzle than such a declaration, to which,

after a considerable pause, and strange distortion

of look, she replied, " I shall never refuse or re-

pine at any trouble that may conduce to my brother's

advantage." " Dear Madam," answered the sister,

"I am infinitely obliged to your kind concern

for Mr. Pickle's interest, which I consider as my
own, but I cannot bear to see you a sufferer by
your friendship ;

and, therefore, insist upon ex-

empting you from the fatigue you have borne so

long."

In vain did the other protest that she took plea-

sure in the task ; Mrs. Pickle ascribed the assurance

to her excess of complaisance, and expressed such

tenderness of zeal for her dear sister's health and

tranquillity, that the reluctant maiden found herself

obliged to resign her authority, without enjoying

the least pretext for complaining of her being

deposed.

This disgrace was attended by a fit of peevish

devotion that lasted three or four weeks ;
during

which period, she had the additional chagrin of

seeing the young lady gain an ascendancy over the

mind of her brother, who was persuaded to set up

a gay equipage, and improve his housekeeping, by
an augmentation in his expense, to the amount of a

thousand a year at least ;
though his alteration in

the economy of his household effected no change

in his own disposition, or manner of life ; for as

soon as the painful ceremony of receiving and re-

turning visits was performed, he had recourse again

to the company of his sea friends, with whom he

spent the hest part of his time. But if he was satis-

fied with his condition, the case was otherwise with

Mrs. Grizzle, who, finding her importance in the

family greatly diminished, her attractions neglected

by all the male sex in the neighbourhood, and the
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withering hand of time hang threatening over her
head, began to feel the horror of eternal virginity,
and, in a sort of desperation, resolved at any rate
to rescue herself from that uncomfortable situation.
Thus determined, she formed a plan, the execution
of which, to a spirit less enterprising and sufficient
than hers, would have appeared altogether imprac-
ticable

; this was no other than to make a conquest
of the commodore's heart, which the reader will
easily believe was not very susceptible of tender
impressions; but, on the contrary, fortified with
insensibility and prejudice against the charms of
the whole sex, and particularly prepossessed to the
prejudice of that class distinguished by the appella-
tion of old maids, in which Mrs. Grizzle was by
this time unhappily ranked. She, nevertheless,
took the field, and, having invested this seemingly
impregnable fortress, began to break ground one
day, when Trunnion dined at her brother's, by
springing certain ensnaring commendations on the
honesty and sincerity of seafaring people, paying a
particular attention to his plate, and affecting a
simper of approbation at everything he said, which
by any means she could construe into a joke, or
with modesty be supposed to hear

; nay, even when
he left decency on the left hand, which was often
the case, she ventured to reprimand his freedom of
speech with a gracious grin, saying, " Sure you
gentlemen belonging to the sea have such an odd
way with you." But all this complacency was so
ineffectual, that, far from suspecting the true cause
of it, the commodore, that very evening, at the
club, in presence of her brother, with whom by this
time he could take any manner of freedom, did not
scruple to d—n her for a squinting, block-faced,
chattering p—s-kitchen; and immediately after
drank despair to all old maids. The toast Mr. Pickle
pledged without the least hesitation, and next day
intimated to his sister, who bore the indignity with
surprising resignation, and did not therefore desist
from her scheme, unpromising as it seemed to be,
until her attention was called off, and engaged in
another care, which, for some time, interrupted the
progress of this design. Her sister had not been
married many months, when she exhibited evident
symptoms of pregnancy, to the general satisfaction
of all concerned, and the inexpressible joy of Mrs.
Grizzle, who, as we have already hinted, was more
interested in the preservation of the family name,
than in any other consideration whatever. She,
therefore, no sooner discovered appearances to jus-
tify and confirm her hopes, than, postponing her
own purpose, and laying aside that pique and re-
sentment she had conceived from the behaviour of
Mrs. Pickle, when she superseded her authority, or
perhaps considering her in no other light than that
of the vehicle which contained and was destined to
convey her brother's heir to light, she determined
to exert her uttermost in nursing, tending, and
cherishing her, during the term of her important
charge. With this view she purchased Culpepper's
Midwifery, which, with that sagacious performance
dignified with Aristotle's name, she studied with
indefatigable care, and diligently perused the Com-
plete Housewife, together with Quincy's Dispen-
satory, culling every jelly, marmalade, and conserve
which these authors recommend as either salutary
or toothsome, for the benefit and comfort of her
sister-in-law, during her gestation. She restricted
her from eating roots, pot-herbs, fruit, and all sorts
of vegetables

; and one day, when Mrs. Pickle had

plucked a peach with her own hand, and was in the
very act of putting it between her teeth, Mrs.
Grizzle perceived the rash attempt, and running up
to her, fell upon her knees in the garden, entreat-
ing her, with tears in her eyes, to resist such a
pernicious appetite. Her request was no sooner
complied with, than, recollecting that, if her sister's

longing was balked, the child might be affected
with some disagreeable mark, or deplorable disease,
she begged as earnestly that she would swallow
the fruit, and, in the meantime, ran for some cordial
water of her own composing, which she forced
upon her sister, as an antidote to the poison she had
received.

This excessive zeal and tenderness did not fail to
be very troublesome to Mrs. Pickle, who having
revolved divers plans for the recovery of her own
ease, at length determined to engage Mrs. Grizzle
in such employment as would interrupt that close
attendance which she found so teasing and dis-
agreeable. Neither did she wait long for an oppor-
tunity of putting her resolution in practice. The
very next day, a gentleman happening to dine with
Mr. Pickle, unfortunately mentioned a pineapple,
part of which he had eaten a week before at the
house of a nobleman who lived in another part of
the country, at the distance of an hundred miles at
least.

The name of this fatal fruit was no sooner pro-
nounced than Mrs. Grizzle, who incessantly watched
her sister's looks, took the alarm, because she
thought they gave certain indications of curiosity
and desire

;
and, after having observed that she

herself could never eat pineapples, which were alto-

gether unnatural productions, extorted by the force
of artificial fire out of filthy manure, asked with a
faultering voice, if Mrs. Pickle was not of her way
of thinking ? This young lady, who wanted neither
slyness nor penetration, at once divined her mean-
ing, and replied with seeming unconcern, that, for
her own part, she should never repine, if there was
not a pineapple in the universe, provided she could
indulge herself with the fruits of her own country.

This answer was calculated for the benefit of the
stranger, who would certainly have suffered for his
imprudence by the resentment of Mrs. Grizzle, had
her sister expressed the least relish for the fruit in
question. It had the desired effect, and reesta-
blished the peace of the company, which was not a
little endangered by the gentleman's want of con-
sideration. Next morning, however, after breakfast,
the pregnant lady, in pursuance ofher plan, yawned,
as it were by accident, full in the face of her maiden
sister, who being infinitely disturbed by this con-
vulsion, affirmed it was a symptom of longing, and
insisted upon knowing the object in desire, when
Mrs. Pickle, assuming an affected smile, told her
she had eaten a most delicious pineapple in her
sleep. This declaration was attended with an im-
mediate scream, uttered by Mrs. Grizzle, who
instantly perceiving her sister surprised at the
exclamation, clasped her in her aims, and assured
her, with a sort of hysterical laugh, that she could
not help screaming with joy, because she had it in
her power to gratify her dear sister's wish ; a lady
in the neighbourhood having promised to send her,
in a present, a couple of delicate pineapples, which
she would that very day go in quest of.

Mrs. Pickle would by no means consent to this
proposal, on pretence of sparing the other unneces-
sary fatigue

; and assured her, that if she had any
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desire to eat a pineapple, it was so faint, that the

disappointment could produce no bad consequence.

But this assurance was conveyed in a manner
(which she knew very well how to adopt) that,

instead of dissuading, rather stimulated Mrs. Griz-

zle to set out immediately, not on a visit to that

lady, whose promise she herself had feigned, with a

view of consulting her sister's tranquillity, but on a

random search through the whole country for this

unluck)r fruit, which was like to produce so much
vexation and prejudice to her and her father's

house.

During three whole days and nights did she,

attended by a valet, ride from place to place with-

out success, unmindful of her health, and careless

of her reputation, that began to suffer from the

nature of'her inquiry, which was pursued with such

peculiar eagerness and distraction, that every body
with whom she conversed looked upon her as an

unhappy person, whose intellects were not a little

disordered.

Baffled in all her researches within the county,

she at length resolved to visit that very nobleman,

at whose house the officious stranger had been, for

her so unfortunately, regaled, and actually arrived

in a post-chaise at the place of his habitation, where
she introduced her business as an affair on which
the happiness of a whole family depended. By
virtue of a present to his lordship's gardener she

procured the Hesperian fruit, with which she re-

turned in triumph.

CHAPTER VI.

Mrs. Grizzle is indefatigable in gracing her Sister's Long-

ings—Peregrine is born, and managed contrary to the

directions and remonstrances of his Aunt, who is dis-

gusted upon that account, and resumes the plan which she

had before rejected.

The success of this device would have encouraged
Mrs. Pickle to practise more of'the same sort upon
her sister-in-law, had she not been deterred by a
violent fever which seized her zealous ally, in con-
sequence of the fatigue and uneasiness she had
undergone

; which, while it lasted, as effectually

conduced to her repose, as any other stratagem she
could invent. But Mrs. Grizzle's health was no
sooner restored, than the other, being as much in-

commoded as ever, was obliged, in her own defence,
to have recourse to some other contrivance ; and
managed her artifices in such a manner, as leaves
it at this day a doubt whether she was really so
whimsical and capricious in her appetites as she
herself pretended to be ; for her longings were not
restricted to the demands of the palate and stomach,
but also affected all the other organs of sense, and
even invaded her imagination, which at this period
seemed to be strangely diseased.

One time she longed to pinch her husband's ear
;

and it was with infinite difficulty that his sister
could prevail upon him to undergo the operation.
Yet this task was easy, in comparison with another
she undertook for the gratification of Mrs. Pickle's
unaccountable desire ; which was no other than to
persuade the commodore to submit his chin to the
mercy of the big-bellied lady, who ardently wished
for an opportunity of plucking three black hairs
from his beard. When this proposal was first com-
municated to Mr. Trunnion by the husband, his
answer was nothing but a dreadful effusion of oaths,

accompanied with such a stare, and delivered in

such a tone of voice, as terrified the poor beseecher

into immediate silence ; so that Mrs. Grizzle was
fain to take the whole enterprise upon herself, and
next day went to the garrison accordingly, where,
having obtained entrance by means of the lieu-

tenant, who, while his commander was asleep, or-

dered her to be admitted for the joke's sake, she

waited patiently till he turned out, and then accosted

him in the yard, where he used to perform his

morning walk. He was thunderstruck at the ap-

pearance of a woman in a place which he had
hitherto kept sacred from the whole sex, and im-
mediately began to utter an apostrophe to Tom
Pipes, whose turn it was then to watch ; when
Mrs. Grizzle, falling on her knees before him,

conjured him with many pathetic supplications, to

hear and grant her request, which was no sooner

signified, than he bellowed in such an outrageous

manner, that the whole court re-echoed the oppro-

brious term bitch, and the word d— Hon, which
he repeated with surprising volubility, without any
sort of propriety or connexion ; and retreated into

his penetralia, leaving the baffled devotee in the

humble posture she had so unsuccessfully chosen to

melt his obdurate heart.

Mortifying as this repulse must have been to a

lady of her stately disposition, she did not relinquish

her aim, but endeavoured to interest the commo-
dore's counsellors and adherents in her cause.

With this view she solicited the interest of Mr.
Hatchway, who, being highly pleased with a cir-

cumstance so productive of mirth and diversion,

readily entered into her measures, and promised to

employ his whole influence for her satisfaction ; and,

as for the boatswain's mate, he was rendered propiti-

ous by the present of a guinea, which she slipped into

his hand. In short, Mrs. Grizzle was continually

engaged in this negotiation for the space of ten

days, during which the commodore was so inces-

santly pestered with her remonstrances, and the

admonitions of his associates, that he swore his

people had a design upon his life, which becoming
a burden to him, he at last complied, and was con-
ducted to the scene like a victim to the altar, or
rather like a reluctant bear, when he is led to the

stake amidst the shouts and cries of butchers and
their dogs. After all, this victory was not quite so

decisive as the conquerors imagined ; for the patient

being set, and the performer prepared with a pair

of pincers, a small difficulty occurred. She could
not for some time discern one black hair on the

whole superficies of Mr. Trunnion's face; when
Mrs. Grizzle, very much alarmed and disconcerted,

had recourse to a magnifying glass that stood upon
her toilet ; and, after a most accurate examination,
discovered a fibre of a dusky hue, to which the in-

strument being applied, Mrs. Pickle pulled it up by
the roots, to the no small discomposure of the owner,
who, feeling the smart much more severe than he had
expected, started up, and swore he would not part

with another hair to save them all from d—tion.

Mr. Hatchway exhorted him to patience and re-

signation ; Mrs. Grizzle repeated her entreaties

with great humility ; but finding him deaf to all

her prayers, and absolutely bent upon leaving the
house, she clasped his knees, and begged for the
love of God, that he would have compassion upon
a distressed family, and endure a little more for the
sake of the poor infant who would otherwise be born
with a grey beard upon its chin. Far from being
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melted, he was rather exasperated by this reflection
;

to which he replied with great indignation, " D—

n

you for a yaw-sighted b—h ! he'll be hanged long
enough before he has any beard at all." So saying,
he disengaged himself "from her embraces, flung
out at the door, and halted homewards with such
surprising speed, that the lieutenant could not over-
take him until he had arrived at his own gate ; and
Mrs. Grizzle was so much affected with his escape,
that her sister, in pure compassion, desired she
would not afflict herself, protesting that her own
wish was already gratified, for she had plucked
three hairs at once, having from the beginning been
dubious of the commodore's patience. But the la-

bours of this assiduous kinswoman did not end with
the achievement of this adventure ; her eloquence
or industry was employed without ceasing, in the
performance of other tasks imposed by the ingeni-
ous craft of her sister-in-law. who, at another time,
conceived an insuppressible affection for a fricassee
of frogs, which should be the genuine natives of
Prance ; so that there was a necessity for despatch-
ing a messenger on purpose to that kingdom. But,
as she could not depend upon the integrity of any
common servant, Mrs. Grizzle undertook that pro-
vince, and actually set sail m a cutter for Bou-
logne, from whence she returned in eighty-and-forty
hours with a tub full of those live animals, which,
being dressed according to art. her sister would not
taste them, on pretence that her fit of longing was
past ; but then her inclinations took a different turn,
and fixed themselves upon a curious implement be-
longing to a lady of quality in the neighbourhood,
which was reported to be a very great curiosity

;

this was no other than a porcelain chamber-pot of
admirable workmanship, contrived by the honour-
able owner, who kept it for her own private use,
and cherished it as an utensil of inestimable value.

Mrs. Grizzle shuddered at the first hint she re-
ceived of her sister's desire to possess this piece of
furniture, because she knew it was not to be pur-
chased ; and the lady's character, which was none
of the most amiable in point of humanity and con-
descension, forbade all hopes of borrowing it for a
season ; she therefore attempted to reason down
this capricious appetite, as an extravagance of
imagination which ought to be combated and re-
pressed ; and Mrs. Pickle, to all appearance, was
convinced and satisfied by her arguments and ad-
vice

; but, nevertheless, could make use of no other
convenience, and was threatened with a very dan-
gerous suppression. Housed at the peril in which
she supposed her to be, Mrs. Grizzle flew to the
lady's house, and, having obtained a private au-
dience, disclosed the melancholy situation of her
sister, and implored the benevolence of her lady-
ship

; who, contrary to expectation, received her
very graciously, and consented to indulge Mrs.
Pickle's longing. Mr. Pickle began to be out of
humour at the expense to which he was exposed by
the caprice of his wife, who was herself alarmed at
this last accident, and, for the future, kept her fancy
within bounds

; insomuch, that, without being sub-
ject to any more extraordinary trouble, Mrs. Grizzle
reaped the long-wished-for fruits of her dearest
expectation in the birth of a'fine boy, whom her
sister in a few months brought into the world.

I shall omit the description of the rejoicings,
which were infinite, on this important occasion, and
only observe, that Mrs. Pickle's mother and aunt
stood godmothers, and the commodore assisted at

the ceremony as godfather to the child, who was
christened by the name of Peregrine, in compli-
ment to the memory of a deceased uncle. While
the mother was confined to her bed, and incapable
of maintaining her own authority, Mrs. Grizzle
took charge of the infant by a double claim ; and
superintended with surprising vigilance the nurse
and midwife in all the particulars of their respective
offices, which were performed by her express di-

rection. But no sooner was Mrs. Pickle in a condi-
tion to re-assume the management of herown affairs,

than she thought proper to alter certain regulations
concerning the child, which had obtained in con-
sequence of her sister's orders, directing, among
other innovations, that the bandages with which
the infant had been so neatly rolled up, like an
Egyptian mummy, should be loosened and laid aside,

in order to rid nature of all restraint, and give the
blood free scope to circulate ; and with her own
hands she plunged him headlong every morning in

a tub full of cold water. This operation seemed so
barbarous to the tender-hearted Mrs. Grizzle, that
she not only opposed it with all her eloquence,
shedding abundance of tears over the sacrifice

when it was made, but took horse immediately, and
departed for the habitation of an eminent country
physician, whom she consulted in these words :

" Pray, doctor, is it not both dangerous and cruel to

be the means of letting a poor tender infant perish,

by sousing it in water as cold as ice ?" " Yes,"
replied the doctor, " downright murder, I affirm."
" I see you are a person of great learning and sa-
gacity," said the other ;

" and I must beg you will

be so good as to signify your opinion in your own
handwriting." The doctor immediately complied
with her request, and expressed himself upon a
slip of paper to this purpose

—

"These are to certify whom it may concern, that I firmly
believe, and it is my unalterable opinion, that whosoever
letteth an infant neiish, by sousing it in cold water, even
though the said water should not be so cold as ice, is in
effect guilty of the murder of the said infant—as witness
my hand. " Comfit Colocynth."

Having obtained this certificate, for which the
physician was immediately acknowledged, she re-

turned exulting, and hoping, with such authority,

to overthrow all opposition. Accordingly, next
morning, when her nephew was about to undergo
his diurnal baptism, she produced the commission,
whereby she conceived herself empowered to over-
rule such inhuman proceedings. But she was dis-

appointed in her expectation, confident as it was

;

not that Mrs. Pickle pretended to differ in opinion
from Dr. Colocynth, " for whose character and sen-
timents," said she, " I have such veneration, that I
shall carefully observe the caution implied in this
very certificate, by which, far from condemning my
method of practice, he only asserts that killing is *

murder; an asseveration, the truth of which, it is to
be hoped, I never shall dispute."

Mrs. Grizzle, who, sooth to say, had rather too
superficially considered the clause by which she
thought herself authorised, perused the paper with
more accuracy, and was confounded at her own
want of penetration. Yet, though she was confuted,
she was by no means convinced that her objections
to the cold bath were unreasonable ; on the contrary,
after having bestowed sundry opprobrious epithets
on the physician, for his want of knowledge and
candour, she protested in the most earnest and
solemn manner against the pernicious practice of
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dipping the child ; a piece of cruelty which, with i

God's assistance, she should never suffer to he in-
]

flicted on her own issue ; and washing her hands of

the melancholy consequence that would certainly

ensue, shut herself up in her closet, to indulge her '.

sorrow and vexation. She was deceived, however,

in her prognostic. The hoy, instead of declining :

in point of health, seemed to acquire fresh vigour :

from every plunge, as if he had been resolved to

discredit the wisdom and foresight of his aunt, who,

in all probability, could never forgive him for this

want of reverence and respect, This conjecture is

founded upon her behaviour to him in the sequel

of his infancy, during which she was known to

torture him more than once, when she had oppor-

tunities of thrusting pins into his flesh, without any

danger of being detected. In a word, her affections

were in a little time altogether alienated from this

hope of her family, whom she abandoned to the

conduct of his mother, whose province it un-

doubtedly was to manage the nurture of her own
child ; while she herself resumed her operations

upon the commodore, whom she was resolved at

any rate to captivate and enslave. And it must be

owned that Mrs. Grizzle's knowledge of the human
heart never shone so conspicuous, as in the methods

she pursued for the accomplishment of this im-

portant aim.

Through the rough unpolished husk that cased

the soul of Trunnion, she could easily distinguish

a large share of that vanity and self-conceit that

generally predominate even in the most savage

breast; and to this she constantly appealed. In his

presence she always exclaimed against the craft

and dishonest dissimulation of the world, and never

failed of uttering particular invectives against those

arts of chicanery in which the lawyers are so con-

versant, to the prejudice and ruin of their fellow-

creatures ;
observing, that, in a sea-faring life, so

far as she had opportunities of judging or being

informed, there was nothing but friendship, sin-

cerity, and a hearty contempt for every thing that

was mean or selfish.

This kind of conversation, with the assistance of

certain particular civilities, insensibly made an im-

pression on the mind of the commodore, and that

the more effectually, as his former prepossessions

were built upon very slender foundations. His an-

tipathy to old maids, which he had conceived upon

hearsay, began gradually to diminish, when he

found they were not quite such infernal animals as

they had been represented; and it was not long

before he was heard to observe at the club, that

Pickle's sister had not so much of the core of bitch

in her as he had imagined. This negative compli-

ment, by the medium of her brother, soon reached

the ears of Mrs. Grizzle, who, thus encouraged,

redoubled all her arts and attention; so that, in

less than three months after, he in the same place

distinguished her with the epithet of ad— ed

sensible jade.

Hatchway taking the alarm at this declaration,

which he feared foreboded something fatal to his

interest, told his commander, with a sneer, that she

had sense enough to bring him to under her stern

;

and he did not doubt but that such an old crazy
vessel would be the better for being taken in tow.
" But, howsomever," added this arch adviser, " I'd

have you take care of your upper works ; for if

once you are made fast to her poop, egad, she'll

spank it away, and make every beam in your body-

crack with straining." Our she-projector's whole

plan had like to have been ruined by the effect

which this malicious hint had upon Trunnion,

whose rage and suspicion being wakened at once,

his colour changed from tawney to a cadaverous

pale, and then shifting to a deep and dusky red,

such as we sometimes observe in the sky when it is

replete with thunder, he, after his usual preamble

of unmeaning oaths, answered in these words

:

« D

—

n ye, you jury-legged dog, you would give

all the stowage in your hold to be as sound as

I am; and as for being taken in tow, d'ye see,

I'm not so disabled but that I can lie my course,

and perform my voyage without any assistance;

and, egad! no man shall ever see Hawser Trun-

nion lagging astern in the wake of e'er a b—h in

Christendom."

Mrs. Grizzle, who every morning interrogated

her brother with regard to the subject of his over-

night's conversation with his friends, soon received

the unwelcome news of the commodore's aversion

to matrimony ;
and, justly imputing the greatest

part of his disgust to the satirical insinuations of

Mr. Hatchway, resolved to level this obstruction to

her success, and actually found means to interest

him in her scheme. She had indeed, on some

occasions, a particular knack at making converts,

being probably not unacquainted with that grand

system of persuasion, which is adopted by the

greatest personages of the age, as fraught with

maxims much more effectual than all the eloquence

of Tully or Demosthenes, even when supported by

the demonstrations of truth. Besides, Mr. Hatch-

way's fidelity to his new ally was confirmed by his

foreseeing in his captain's marriage an infinite fund

of gratification for his own cynical disposition.

Thus, therefore, converted and properly cautioned,

he for the future suppressed all the virulence of his

wit against the matrimonial state ;
and, as he knew

not how to open his mouth in the positive praise of

any person whatever, took all opportunities of ex-

cepting Mrs. Grizzle by name from the censures

he liberally bestowed upon the rest of her sex.

" She is not a drunkard, like Nan Castick of Dept-

ford," he would say ; " not a nincompoop, like Peg
Simper of Woolwich ; not a brimstone, like Kate

Coddie of Chatham ; nor a shrew, like Nell Griffin

on the Point at Portsmouth (ladies to whom, at

different times, they had both paid their addresses)

;

but a tight, good-humoured, sensible wench, who
knows very well how to box her compass ; well

trimmed aloft, and well sheathed alow, with a good

cargo under her hatches." The commodore at

first imagined this commendation was ironical, but

hearing it repeated again and again, was filled

with astonishment at this surprising change in the

lieutenant's behaviour ; and, after a long fit of

musing, concluded that Hatchway himself har-

boured a matrimonial design on the person of Mrs.

Grizzle.

Pleased with this conjecture, he rallied Jack in

his turn, and one night toasted her health as a com-

pliment to his passion ; a circumstance which the

lady learned next day by the usual canal of her

intelligence, and interpreting as the result of his

own tenderness for her, she congratulated herself

upon the victory she had obtained
;
and, thinking

it unnecessary to continue the reserve she had
' hitherto industriously affected, resolved from that

day to sweeten her behaviour towards him with

such a dish of affection, as could not fail to persuade
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him that he had inspired her with a reciprocal

flame. In consequence of this determination, he
was invited to dinner, and, -while he staid, treated

with such cloying proofs of her regard, that not

only the rest of the company, but even Trunnion
himself, perceived her drift; and, taking the alarm

accordingly, could not help exclaiming, " Oho ! I

see how the land lies, and if I don't weather the

point, I'll be d—ed." Having thus expressed him-
self to his afflicted inamorata, he made the best of

his way to the garrison, in which he shut himself

up for the space of ten days, and had no commu-
nication with his friends and domestics but by looks,

which were most significantly picturesque.

CHAPTER VH.
Divers stratagems are invented and put in practice, in order

to overcome the obstinacy of Trunnion, who at length is

teased and tortured into the noose of Wedlock.

This abrupt departure and unkind declaration

affected Mrs. Grizzle so much, that she fell sick of
sorrow and mortification ; and, after having con-
fined herself to her bed for three days, sent for her
brother, told him she perceived her end drawing
near, and desired that a lawyer might be brought,

in order to write her last will. Mr. Pickle, sur-

prised at her demand, began to act the part of a
comforter, assuring her that her distemper was not
at all dangerous ; and that he would instantly send
for a physician, who would convince her that she
was in no manner of jeopardy ; so that there was
no occasion at present to employ an officious attor-

ney in such a melancholy task. Indeed, this affec-

tionate brother was of opinion, that a will was
altogether superfluous at any rate, as he himself
was heir at law to his sister's whole real and per-
sonal estate. But she insisted upon his compli-
ance with such determined obstinacy, that he could
no longer resist her importunities ; and a screviner
arriving, she dictated and executed her will, in

which she bequeathed to Commodore Trunnion
one thousand pounds, to purchase a mourning ring,

which she hoped he would wear as a pledge of her
friendship and affection. Her brother, though he
did not much relish this testimony of her love,

nevertheless that same evening gave an account of
this particular to Mr. Hatchway, who was also, as

Mi\ Pickle assured him, generously remembered
by the testatrix.

The lieutenant, fraught with this piece of intel-

ligence, watched for an opportunity, and as soon as

he perceived the commodore's features a little un-
bended from that ferocious contraction they had
retained so long, ventured to inform him that

Pickle's sister lay at the point of death, and that

she had left him a thousand pounds in her will.

This piece of news overwhelmed him with confu-
sion, and Mr. Hatchway imputing his silence to

remorse, resolved to take advantage of that favour-
able moment, and counselled him to go and visit

the poor young woman, who was dying for love of
him. But his admonition happened to be some-
what unseasonable ; for Trunnion no sooner heard
him mention the cause of her disorder, than, his

morosity recurring, he burst out into a violent fit

of cursing, and forthwith betook himself again to

his hammock, where he lay uttering, in a low
growling tone of voice, a repetition of oaths and
imprecations, lor the space of four-and-twenty

hours, without ceasing. This was a delicious meal
to the lieutenant, who eager to enhance the pleasure

of the entertainment, and, at the same time, con
duce to the success of the cause he had espoused,

invented a stratagem, the execution of which had
all the effect he could desire. He prevailed upon
Pipes, who was devoted to his service, to get upon
the top of the chimney belonging to the commo-
dore's chamber, at midnight, and to lower down
by a rope a bunch of stinking whitings ; which
being performed, he put a speaking trumpet to his

mouth, and hollowed down the vent, in a voice

like thunder, " Trunnion ! Trunnion ! turn out and
be spliced, or lie still and be d—ed." This dread-

fid note, the terror of which was increased by the

silence and darkness of the night, as well as the

echo of the passage through which it was conveyed,

no sooner reached the ears of the astonished com-
modore, than turning his eye towards the place

from whence this solemn address seemed to proceed,

he beheld a glittering object that vanished in an
instant. Just as his superstitious fear had im-
proved the apparition into some supernatural mes-
senger clothed in shining array, his opinion was
confirmed by a sudden explosion, which he took for

thunder, though it was no other than the noise of a

pistol fired down the chimney by the boatswain's

mate, according to the instructions he had re-

ceived ; and he had time enough to descend before

he was in any danger of being detected by his

commander, who could not for a whole hour recol-

lect himself from the amazement and consternation

which had overpowered his faculties.

At length, however, he got up, and rung his bell

with great agitation. He repeated the summons
more than once ; but no regard being paid to this

alarm, his dread returned with double terror ; a

cold sweat bedewed his limbs, his knees knocked
together, his hair bristled up, and the remains of

his teeth were shattered to pieces in the convulsive

vibrations of his jaws.

In the midst of this agony, he made one desperate

effort, and, bursting open the door of his apart-

ment, bolted into Hatchway's chamber, which

happened to be on the same floor. There he found

the lieutenant in a counterfeit swoon, who pre-

tended to wake from his trance in an ejaculation

of " Lord have mercy upon us !" and, being

questioned by the terrified commodore, with regard

to what had happened, assured him he had heard

the same voice and clap of thunder by which
Trunnion himself had been discomposed.

Pipes, whose turn it was to watch, concurred in

giving evidence to the same purpose ; and the

commodore not only owned that he had heard the

voice, but likewise communicated his vision, with

all the aggravation which his disturbed fancy

suggested.

A consultation immediately ensued, in which
Mr. Hatchway very gravely observed, that the

finger of God was plainly perceivable in those sig-

nals ; and that it would be both sinful and foolish

to disregard his commands, especially as the match
proposed was, in all respects, more advantageous

than any that one of his years and infirmities could

reasonably expect ; declaring, that, for his own
part, he would not endanger his soul and body, by
living one day longer under the same roof with a

man who despised the holy will of heaven ; and
Tom Pipes adhered to the same pious resolution.

Trunnion's perseverarce could not resist the
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number and diversity of considerations that as-

saulted it ; he revolved in silence all the opposite

motives that occurred to his reflection ; and after

having been, to all appearance, bewildered in the

labyrinth of his own thoughts, he wiped the sweat

from his forehead, and, heaving a piteous groan,

vielded to their remonstrances, in these words :

" Well, since it must be so, I think we must e'en

grapple. But, d—n my eyes ! 'tis a d—ed hard

case that a fellow of my years should be compelled,

d'ye see, to beat up to windward all the rest of his

life, against the current of his own inclination."

This important article being discussed, Sir.

Hatchway set out in the morning to visit the de-

spairing shepherdess, and was handsomely rewarded

for the enlivening tidings with which he blessed

her. ears. Sick as she was, she could not help

laughing heartily at the contrivance, in conse-

quence of which "her swain's assent had been ob-

tained, and gave the lieutenant ten guineas for

om Pipes, in consideration of the part he acted

in the farce.

In the afternoon, the commodore suffered him-

self to be conveyed to her apartment, like a felon

to execution, and was received by her in a lan-

guishing manner, and genteel dishabille, accom-

panied by her sister-in-law, who was, for very

obvious reasons, extremely solicitous about her

success. Though the lieutenant had tutored him,

touching his behaviour at this interview, he made
a thousand wry faces before he could pronounce

the simple salutation of " How d'ye ?" to his mis-

tress ; and, after his counsellor had urged him with

twenty or thirty whispers, to each of which he had

replied aloud, " D—n your eyes, I won't," he got

up, and halting towards the couch on which Mrs.

Grizzle reclined in a state of strange expectation,

he seized her hand, and pressed it to his lips ; but

this piece of gallantry he performed in such a re-

luctant, uncouth, indignant manner, that the nymph
had need of all her resolution to endure the com-
pliment without shrinking ; and he himself was so

disconcerted at what he had done, that he instantly

retired to the other end of the room, where he sat

silent, broiling with shame and vexation. Mrs.

Tickle, like a sensible matron, quitted the place, on

pretence of going to the nursery ; and Mr. Hatch-

way, taking the hint, recollected that he had left

his tobacco pouch in the parlour, whither he imme-
diately descended, leaving the two lovers to their

mutual endearments. Never had the commodore
found himself in such a disagreeable dilemma be-

fore. He sat in an agony of suspense, as if he

every moment dreaded the dissolution of nature

;

and the imploring sighs of his future bride added,

if possible, to the pangs of his distress. Impatient

of his situation, he rolled his eye around in quest of

some relief, and unable to contain himself, ex-

claimed, " D tion seize the fellow and his pouch
too ! I believe he has sheered off, and left me here

in the stays." Mrs. Grizzle, who could not help

taking some notice of this manifestation of chagrin,

lamented her unhappy fate in being so disagreeable

to him, that he could not put up with her company
for a few moments without repining ; and began in

very tender terms to reproach him with his inhu-
manity and indifference. To this expostulation he
replied, " Zounds ! what would the woman have ?

Let the parson do his office when he wool ; here I

am ready to be reeved in the matrimonial block,
d'ye see, and d—n all nonsensical palaver." So

saying, he retreated, leaving his mistress not at all

disobliged at his plain dealing. That same evening

the treaty of marriage was brought upon the carpet,

and, by means of Mr. Pickle and the lieutenant,

settled to the satisfaction of all parties, without the

intervention of lawyers, whom Mr. Trunnion ex-

pressly excluded from all share in the business

;

making that condition the indispensable preliminary

of the whole agreement. Things being brought to

this bearing, Mrs. Grizzle's heart dilated with joy •

her health, which, by the by, was never danger-

ously impaired, she recovered as if by enchant-

ment; and a day being fixed for the nuptials,

employed the short period of her celibacy in choos-

ing ornaments for the celebration of her entrance

into the married state.

CHAPTEK VIH.
Preparations are made for the Commodore's Wedding, which

is delayed by an Accident that hurried him the Lord knows

whither.

The fame of this extraordinary conjunction spread

all over the county ; and on the day appointed for

their spousals, the church was surrounded by an

inconceivable multitude. The commodore, to give

a specimen of his gallantry, by the advice of his

friend Hatchway, resolved to appear on horseback

on the grand occasion, at the head of all his male

attendants, whom he had rigged with the white

shirts and black caps formerly belonging to his

barge's crew ; and he bought a couple of hunters

for the accommodation of himselfand his lieutenant.

With this equipage then he set out from the garri-

son for the church, after having despatched a mes-

senger to apprise the bride that he and his company

were mounted. She got immediately into the

coach, accompanied by her brother and his wife,

and drove directly to the place of assignation, where

several pews were demolished, and divers persons

almost pressed to death, by the eagerness of the

crowd that broke in to see the ceremony performed.

Thus arrived at the altar, and the priest in attend-

ance, they waited a whole half hour for the com-

modore, at whose slowness they began to be under

some apprehension, and accordingly dismissed a

servant to quicken his pace. The valet having

rode something more than a mile, espied the whole

troop disposed in a long field, crossing the road

obliquely, and headed by the bridegroom and his

friend Hatchway, who, finding himself hindered by

a hedge from proceeding farther in the same direc-

tion, fired a pistol, and stood over to the other side,

making an obtuse angle with the line of his former

course ; and the rest of the squadron followed his

example, keeping always in the rear of each other

like a flight of wild geese.

Surprised at this strange method of journeying,

the messenger came up, and told the commodore

that his lady and her company expected him in the

church, where they had tarried a considerable time,

and were beginning to be very uneasy at his delay

;

and therefore desired he would proceed with more

expedition. To this message Mr. Trunnion replied,

" Hark ye, brother, don't you see we make all pos-

sible speed? go back, and tell those who sent you,

that the wind has shifted since we weighed anchor,

and that we are obliged to make very short trips

in tacking, by reason of the narrowness of the

channel ; and that, as we lie within six points of

the wind, they must make some allowance for
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variation and leeway." " Lord, sir !" said the valet,

"what occasion have you to go zig-zag in that

manner ? Do but clap spurs to your horses, and

ride straight forward, and I'll engage you shall be

at the church porch iu less than a quarter of an

hour." " What ! right in the wind's eye ?" answered

the commander, " ahey ! brother, where did you
learn your navigation ? Hawser Trunnion is not to

be taught at this time of day how to lie his course,

or keep his own reckoning. And as for you, bro-

ther, you best know the trim of your own frigate."

The courier finding he had to do with people who
would not be easily persuaded out of their own
opinions, returned to the temple, and made a report

of what he had seen and heard, to the no small con-

solation of the bride, who had begun to discover

some signs of disquiet. Composed, however, by

this piece of intelligence, she exerted her patience

for the space of another half hour, during which

period, seeing no bridegroom arrive, she was ex-

ceedingly alarmed ; so that all the spectators could

easily perceive her perturbation, which manifested

itself in frequent palpitations, heart-heavings, and

alterations of countenance, in spite of the assistance

of a smelling bottle, which she incessantly applied

to her nostrils.

Various were the conjectures of the company on

this occasion. Some imagined he had mistaken

the place of rendezvous, as he had never been at

church since he first settled in that parish ; others

believed he had met with some accident, in conse-

quence of which his attendants had carried him

back to his own house ; and a third set, in which

the bride herself was thought to be comprehended,

could not help suspecting that the commodore had

changed his mind. But all these suppositious, in-

genious as they were, happened to be wide of the

true cause that detained him, which was no other

than this :—The commodore and his crew had, by

dint of turning, almost weathered the parson's

house that stood to windward of the church, when

the notes of a pack of hounds unluckily reached

the ears of the two hunters which Trunnion and the

lieutenant bestrode. These fleet animals no sooner

heard the enlivening sound, than, eager for the

chase, they sprung away all of a sudden, and

strained every nerve to partake of the sport, flew

across the fields with incredible speed, overleaped

hedges and ditches, and everything in their way,

without the least regard to their unfortunate riders.

The lieutenant, whose steed had got the heels of

the other, finding it would be great folly and pre-

sumption in him to pretend to keep the saddle with

his wooden leg, very wisely took the opportunity

of throwing himself off in his passage through a

field of rich clover, among which he lay at his ease

;

and seeing his captain advancing at full gallop,

hailed him with the salutation of What cheer ?

ho!" The commodore, who was in infinite dis-

tress, eyeing him askance, as he passed, replied

with' a faltering voice, " O d—n you ! you are safe

at an anchor ; I wish to God I were as fast moored."

Nevertheless, conscious of his disabled heel, he

would not venture to try the experiment which had

succeeded so well with Hatchway, but resolved to

stick as close as possible to his horse's back, until

Providence should interpose in his behalf. With

this view he dropped his whip, and with his right

hand laid fast hold on the pummel, contracting

every muscle in his body to secure himself in the

seat, and grinning most formidably, in consequence

of this exertion. In this attitude he was hurried

on a considerable way, when all of a sudden his

view was comforted by a five-bar gate that appeared

before him, as he never doubted that there the

career of his hunter must necessarily end. But,

alas ! he reckoned without his host. Far from

halting at this obstruction, the horse sprung over

it with amazing agility, to the utter confusion and

disorder of his owner, who lost his hat and periwig

in the leap, and now began to think in good earnest

that he was actually mounted on the back of the

devil. He recommended himself to God, his re-

flection forsook him, his eyesight and all his other

senses failed, he quitted the reins, and, fastening by
instinct on the mane, was in this condition con-

veyed into the midst of the sportsmen, who were

astonished at the sight of such an apparition. Nei-

ther was their surprise to be wondered at, if we
reflect on the figure that presented itself to their

view. The commodore's person was at all times an

object of admiration ; much more so on this occa-

sion, when every singularity was aggravated by

the circumstances of his dress and disaster.

He had put on, in honour of his nuptials, his best

coat of blue broad cloth, cut by a tailor of Bamsgate,

and trimmed with five dozen of brass buttons,

large and small ; his breeches were of the same

piece, fastened at the knees with large bunches of

tape ; his waistcoat was of red plush, lapelled with

green velvet, and garnished with vellum holes ; his

boots bore an infinite resemblance, both in colour

and shape, to a pair of leather buckets ; his shoulder

was graced with a broad buff belt, from whence de-

pended a huge hanger with a hilt like that of a

backsword ; and on each side ofhis pummel appeared

a rusty pistol, rammed in a case covered with a bear-

skin. The loss of his tie periwig and laced hat, which

were curiosities of the kind, did not at all contribute

to the improvement of the picture, but, on the con-

trary, by exhibiting his bald pate, and the natural

extension of his lanthorn jaws, added to the pecu-

liarity and extravagance of the whole. Such a

spectacle could not have failed of diverting the

whole company from the chase, had his horse

thought proper to pursue a different route, but the

beast was too keen a sporter to choose any other

way than that which the stag followed; and,

therefore, without stopping to gratify the curiosity

of the spectators, he, in a few minutes, outstripped

every hunter in the field. There being a deep

hollow way betwixt him and the hounds, rather

than ride round about the length of a furlong to a

path that crossed the lane, he transported himself,

at one jump, to the unspeakable astonishment and

terror of a waggoner who chanced to be underneath,

and saw this phenomenon fly over his carriage.

This was not the only adventure he achieved. The
stag having taken a deep river that lay in his way,

every man directed his course to a bridge in the

neighbourhood ; but our bridegroom's courser,

despising all such conveniences, plunged into the

stream without hesitation, and swam in a twinkling

to the opposite shore. This sudden immersion into

an element, of which Trunnion was properly a

native, in all probability, helped to recruit the

exhausted spirits of his rider, who, at his landing

on the other side, gave some tokens of sensation,

by hallooing aloud for assistance, which he could

not possibly receive, because his horse still main-

tained the advantage he had gained, and would not

allow himself to be overtaken.
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In short, after a long chase that lasted several

hours, and extended to a dozen miles at least, he

was the first in at the death of the deer, heing

seconded by the lieutenant's gelding, which, actuated

by the same spirit, had, without a rider, followed

his companion's example.
Our bridegroom finding himself at last brought

up, or, in other words, at the end of his career,

took the opportunity of the first pause, to desire the

huntsmen would lend him a hand in dismounting

;

and was by their condescension safely placed on

the grass, where he sat staring at the company as

they came in, with such wildness of astonishment

in his looks, as if he had been a creature of another

species, dropped among them from the clouds.

Before they had fleshed the hounds, however, he

recollected himself, and seeing one of the sportsmen

take a small flask out of his pocket and apply it to

his mouth, judged the cordial to be no other than

neat Cognac, which it really was ! and expressing

a desire of participation, was immediately accom-
modated with a moderate dose, which perfectly

completed his recovery.

By this time he and his two horses had engrossed

the attention of the whole crowd ; while some
admired the elegant proportion and uncommon
spirit of the two animals, the rest contemplated the

surprising appearance of their master, whom before

they had only seen en passant; and at length one
of the gentlemen accosting him very courteously,

signified his wonder at seeing him in such an
equipage, and asked him if he had not dropped his

companion by the way. " Why, look ye, brother,"

replied the commodore, "mayhap you think me
an odd sort of a fellow, seeing me in this trim,

especially as I have lost part of my rigging ; but
this here is the case, d'ye see : I weighed anchor
from my own house this morning at ten a.m., with

fair weather and a favourable breeze at south-

south-east, being bound to the next church on the

voyage of matrimony ; but howsomever, we had
not run down a quarter of a league, when the wind
shifting, Mowed directly in our teeth ; so that we
were forced to tack all the way, d'ye see, and had
almost beat up within sight of the port, when these

sons of bitches of horses, which I had bought but

two days before (for my own part, I believe they
are devils incarnate), luffed round in a trice, and
then refusing the helm, drove away like lightning

with me and my lieutenant, who soon came to

anchor in an exceeding good berth. As for my
own part, I have been carried over rocks, and flats,

and quicksands
; among which I have pitched away

a special good tie periwig, and an iron-bound hat

;

and at last, thank God ! am got into smooth water
and safe riding ; but if ever I venture my carcass
upon such a hare'em scare'em blood of a bitch

again, my name is not Hawser Trunnion, d—n my
eyes !"

One of the company, struck with his name,
which he had often heard, immediately laid hold on
his declaration at the close of this singular account;
and observing that his horses were very vicious,

asked how he intended to return ;
" As for that

matter," replied Mr. Trunnion, " I am resolved to

hire a sledge or waggon, or such a thing as a jack-
ass ; for I'll be d—d if ever I cross the back of a
horse again." " And what do 3-ou propose to do
with these creatures ?" said the other, pointing to
the hunters ;

" they seem to have some mettle ; but
then they are mere colts, and will take the devil and

all of breaking. Methinks this hinder one is

shoulder-slipped." " D—n them," cried the com-
modore, " I wish both their necks were broke, thof
the two cost me forty good yellow-boys." " Forty
guineas!" exclaimed the stranger, who was a squire
and a jockey, as well as owner of the pack, " Lord !

Lord ! how a man may be imposed upon ! Why,
these cattle are clumsy enough to go to plough ;

mind what a flat counter ; do but observe how
sharp this here one is in the withers ; then he's

fired in the further fetlock." In short, this con-
noisseur in horse-flesh, having discovered in them
all the defects which can possibly be found in that
species of animals, offered to give him ten guineas
for the two, saying he would convert them into

beasts of burden.—The owner, who, after what had
happened, was very well disposed to listen to any-

thing that was said to their prejudice, implicitly

believed the truth of the stranger's asseverations,

discharged a furious volley of oaths against the
rascal who had taken him in, and forthwith struck
a bargain with the squire, who paid him instantly

for his purchase ; in consequence of which he won
the plate at the next Canterbury races.

This affair being transacted to the mutual satis •

faction of both parties, as well as to the general
entertainment of the company, who laughed in

their sleeves at the dexterity of their friend,

Trunnion was set upon the squire's own horse, and
led by his servant in the midst of this cavalcade,

which proceeded to a neighbouring village, where
they had bespoke dinner, and where our bridegroom
found means to provide himself with another hat
and wig. With regard to his marriage, he bore his

disappointment with the temper of a philosopher ;

and the exercise he had undergone having quick-
ened his appetite, sat down at table in the midst of
his new acquaintance, making a very hearty meal,

and moistening every morsel with a draught of the

ale, which he found very much to his satisfaction.

CHAPTER IX.

He is found by the Lieutenant ; reconducted to his own House;

Married to Mrs. Grizzle, who meets with a small Mis-

fortune in the Night, and asserts her Prerogative next

morning ; in consequence of which, her Husband's eye is

endangered.

Meanwhile Lieutenant Hatchway made shift to

hobble to the church, where he informed the com-
pany of what had happened to the commodore;
and the bride behaved with great decency on the

occasion ;
for, as soon as she understood the danger

to which her future husband was exposed, she

fainted in the arms of her sister-in-law, to the sur-

prise of all the spectators, who could not compre-

hend the cause of her disorder ; and when she was
recovered by the application of smelling bottles,

earnestly begged that Mr. Hatchway and Tom Pipes

would take her brother's coach, and go in quest of

their commander.
This task they readily undertook, being escorted

by all the rest of his adherents on horseback ; while

the bride and her friends were invited to the par-

son's house, and the ceremony deferred till another

occasion.

The lieutenant, steering his course as near the

line of direction in which Trunnion went off, as the

coach-road would permit, got intelligence of his

track from one farm-house to another ; for such an
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apparition could not fail of attracting particular

notice ; and one of the horsemen having picked up
his hat and wig in a hye-path, the whole troop

entered the village where he was lodged, about four

o'clock in the afternoon. When they understood

he was safely housed at the George, they rode up
to the door in a body, and expressed their satisfac-

tion in three cheers ; which were returned by the

company within, as soon as they were instructed in

the nature of the salute by Trunnion, who by this

time had entered into all the jollity of his new
friends, and was indeed more than half seas over.

The lieutenant was introduced to all present as his

sworn brother, and had something tossed up for his

dinner. Tom Pipes and the crew were regaled in

another room ; and a fresh pair of horses being put

to the coach, about six in the evening the commo-
dore, with all his attendants, departed for the

garrison, after having shook hands with every indi-

vidual in the house.

Without any farther accident, he was conveyed
in safety to his own gate, before nine, and committed
to the care of Pipes, who carried him instantly to

his hammock, while the lieutenant was driven away
to the place where the bride and herfriends remained
in great anxiety, which vanished when he assured

them that his commodore was safe, being succeeded
by abundance of mirth and pleasantry at the

account he gave of Trunnion's adventure.

Another day was fixed for the nuptials ; and, in

order to balk the curiosity of idle people, which
had given great offence, the parson was prevailed

upon to perform the ceremony in the garrison, which
all that day was adorned with flags and pendants
displayed, and at night illuminated by the direction

of Hatchway, who also ordered the patereroes to be
fired as soon as the marriage knot was tied. Neither
were the other parts of the entertainment neglected

by this ingenious contriver, who produced unde-
niable proofs of his elegance and art in the wedding
supper, which had been committed to his manage-
ment and direction. This genial banquet was
entirely composed of sea-dishes ; a huge pillaw,

consisting of a large piece of beef sliced, a couple

of fowls, and half a peck of rice, smoked in the

middle of the board ; a dish of hard fish swimming
in oil, appeared at each end, the sides being fur-

nished with a mess of that savoury composition

known by the name of lob's course, and a plate of

salmagundy. The second course displayed a goose

of a monstrous magnitude, flanked with two guinea

hens, a pig barbecued, an hock of salt pork in the

midst of a pease pudding, a leg of mutton roasted,

with potatoes, and another boiled with yams. The
third service was made up with a loin of fresh pork
with apple sauce, a kid smothered with onions, and
a terrapin baked in the shell ; and last of all, a pro-

digious sea pie was presented, with an infinite

volume of pancakes and fritters. That every thing

might be answerable to the magnificence of this

delicate feast, he had provided vast quantities of

strong beer, flip, rumbo, and burnt brandy, with
plenty of Barbadoes water, for the ladies ; and hired

all the fiddles within six miles, who, with the addi-

tion of a drum, bagpipe, and Welch harp, regaled

the guests with a most melodious concert.

The company, who were not at all exceptious,

seemed extremely well pleased with every particu-

lar of the entertainment ; and the evening being
spent in the most social manner, the bride was by
her sister conducted to her apartment, where, how-

ever, a trifling circumstance had like to have
destroyed the harmony which had been hitherto

maintained.

I have already observed, that there was not one

standing bed within the walls ; therefore the reader

will not wonder that Mrs. Trunnion was out of

humour, when she found herself under the neces-

sity of being confined with her spouse in a hammock,
which, though enlarged with a double portion of

canvass, and dilated with a yoke for the occasion,

was at best but a disagreeable, not to say dangerous,

situation. She accordingly complained with some
warmth of this inconvenience, which she imputed

to disrespect, and at first absolutely refused to put

up with the expedient ; but Mrs. Pickle soon brought

her to reason and compliance, by observing that one
night would soon be elapsed, and next day she might
regulate her own economy.
Thus persuaded, she ventured into the vehicle,

and was visited by her husband in less than an hour,

the company being departed to their own homes,

and the garrison left to the command of his lieu-

tenant and mate. But it seems the hooks that

supported this swinging couch were not calculated

for the addition of weight which they were now
destined to bear ; and therefore gave way in the

middle of the night, to the no small terror of Mrs.

Trunnion, who perceiving herself falling, screamed

aloud, and by that exclamation brought Hatchway,
with a light, into the chamber. Though she had
received no injury by the fall, she was extremely

discomposed and incensed at the accident, which she

even openly ascribed to the obstinacy and whimsical

oddity of the commodore, in such petulant terms as

evidently declared that she thought her great aim
accomplished, and her authority secured against all

the shocks of fortune. Indeed her bedfellow seemed
to be of the same opinion, by his tacit resignation ;

for he made no reply to her insinuations, but with a

most vinegar aspect, crawled out of his nest, and
betook himself to rest in another apartment, while

his irritated spouse dismissed the lieutenant, and
from the wreck of the hammock made an occasional

bed for herself on the floor, fully determined to

provide better accommodation for the next night's

lodging.

Having no inclination to sleep, her thoughts,

during the remaining part of the night, were en-

grossed by a scheme of reformation she was
resolved to execute in the family ; and no sooner

did the first lark bid salutation to the morn, than,

starting from her humble couch, and huddling on
her clothes, she sallied from her chamber, explored
her way through paths before unknown, and in the

course of her researches, perceived a large bell, to

which she made such effectual application, as

alarmed every soul in the family. In a moment
she was surrounded by Hatchway, Pipes, and all

the rest of the servants, half-dressed ; but seeing

none of the feminine gender appear, she began to

storm at the sloth and laziness of the maids, who,
she observed, ought to have been at work an hour
at least before she called -, and then, for the first

time, understood that no woman was permitted to

sleep within the walls.

She did not fail to exclaim against this regula-
tion ; and being informed that the cook and cham-
bermaid lodged in a small office-house, that stood
without the gate, ordered the draw-bridge to be let

down, and iu person beat up their quarters, com-
manding them forthwith to set about scouring the
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rooms, which had not been hitherto kept in a very

decent condition, while two men were immediately

employed to transport the bed on which she used

to lie, from her brother's house to her new habita-

tion ; so that, in less than two hours, the whole

economy of the garrison was turned topsy-turvy,

and every thing involved in tumult and noise.

—

Trunnion being disturbed and distracted with the

uproar, turned out in his shirt like a maniac, and

arming himself with a cudgel of crab-tree, made an

irruption into his wife's apartment, where perceiv-

ing a couple of carpenters at work, in joining a

bedstead, he, with many dreadful oaths and oppro-

brious invectives, ordered them to desist, swearing,

he would suffer no bulk-heads nor hurricane houses

to stand where he was master ; but finding his re-

monstrances disregarded by these mechanics, who
believed him to be some madman belonging to the

family, who had broke from his confinement, he

assaulted them both with great fury and indignation,

and was handled so roughly in the encounter, that,

in a very short time, he measured his length on the

floor, in consequence of a blow that he received

from a hammer, by which the sight of his remain-

ing eye was grievously endangered.
Having thus reduced him to a state of subjection,

they resolved to secure him with cords, and were
actually busy in adjusting his fetters, when he was
exempted from the disgrace, by the accidental en-

trance of his spouse, who rescued him from the

hands of his adversaries, and, in the midst of her
condolence, imputed his misfortune to the inconsi-

derate roughness of his own disposition.

He breathed nothing but revenge, and made some
efforts to chastise the insolence of the workmen,
who, as soon as they understood his quality, asked
forgiveness for what they had done, with great
humility, protesting that they did not know he was
master of the house. But, far from being satisfied

with this apology, he groped about for the bell (the

inflammation of his eye having utterly deprived him
of sight), and the rope being, by the precaution of

the delinquents, conveyed out of his reach, began
to storm with incredible vociferation, like a Hon
roaring in the toil, pouring forth innumerable oaths
and execrations, and calling by name Hatchway
and Pipes, who, being within hearing, obeyed the

extraordinary summons, and were ordered to put
the carpenters in irons, for having audaciously
assaulted him in his own house.

His myrmidons seeinghe had been evil-entreated,

were exasperated at the insult he had suffered,

which they considered as an affront upon the dig-

nity of the garrison : the more so, as the mutineers
seemed to put themselves in a posture of defence,

and set their authority at defiance. They there-
fore unsheathed their cutlasses, which they com-
monly wore as badges of their commission ; and a
desperate engagement, in all probability, would
have ensued, had not the lady of the castle inter-

posed, and prevented the effects of their animosity
by assuring the lieutenant that the commodore had
been the aggressor, and that the workmen finding
themselves attacked in such an extraordinary
manner, by a person whom they did not know,
were obliged to act in their own defence, by which
he had received that unlucky contusion.

Mr. Hatchway no sooner learnt the sentiments
of Mrs. Trunnion, than sheathing his indignation,
he told the commodore that he should always be
ready to execute his lawful commands, but that he

could not in conscience be concerned in oppress-

ing poor people who had been guilty of no offence.

This unexpected declaration, together with the

behaviour of his wife, who in his hearing desired

the carpenters to resume their work, filled the

breast of Trunnion with rage and mortification.

He pulled off his woollen night-cap, pummell'd his

bare pate, beat the floor alternately with his feet,

swore his people had betrayed him, and cursed

himself to the lowest pit of hell, for having admitted

such a cockatrice into his family. But all these

exclamations did not avail ; they were among the

last essays of his resistance to the will of his wife,

whose influence among his adherents had already

swallowed up his own, and who now peremptorily

told him, that he must leave the management of

every thing within doors to her, who understood

best what was for his honour and advantage. She
then ordered a poultice to be prepared for his eye,

which being applied, he was committed to the care

of Pipes, by whom he was led about the house like

a blind bear growling for prey, while his indus-

trious yoke-fellow executed every circumstance of

the plan she had projected ; so that, when he re-

covered his vision, he was an utter stranger in his

own house.

CHAPTEB, X.
The Commodore being in some cases restive, his Lady has

recourse to Artifice in the establishment of her Throne.

She exhibits symptoms of Pregnancy, to the unspeakable

joy of Trunnion, who nevertheless is baulked in his ex-

pectation.

These innovations were not effected without many
loud objections on his part ; and divers curious

dialogues passed between him and his yoke-fellow,

who always came off victorious from the dispute
;

insomuch that his countenance gradually fell ; he
began to suppress, and at length entirely devoured
his chagrin ; the terrors of superior authority were
plainly perceivable in his features, and in less than
three months he became a thorough-paced husband.

Not that nis obstinacy was extinguished, though
overcome ; in some things he was as inflexible and
mulish as ever ; but then he durst not kick so

openly, and was reduced to the necessity of being
passive in his resentments. Mrs. Trunnion, for

example, proposed that a coach and six should be
purchased, as she could not ride on horseback, and
the chaise was a scandalous carriage for a person

of her condition ; the commodore, conscious of his

own inferior capacity in point of reasoning, did not

think proper to dispute the proposal, but lent a
deaf ear to her remonstrances, though they were
enforced with every argument which she thought
could soothe, terrify, shame, or decoy him into com-
pliance. In vain did she urge the excess of affec-

tion she had for him, as meriting some return of

tenderness and condescension ; he was even proof

against certain menacing hints she gave, touching
the resentment of a slighted woman ; and he stood

out against all the considerations of dignity or

disgrace, like a bulwark of brass. Neither was he
moved to any indecent or unkind expressions of
contradiction, even when she upbraided him with
his sordid disposition, and put him in mind of the

fortune and honour he had acquired by his marriage,

but seemed to retire within himself, like a tortoise

when attacked, that shrinks within its shell, and
silently endured the scourge of her reproaches,

without seeming sensible of the smart.
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This, however, was the only point in which she
had heen baffled since her nuptials ; and as she
could by no means digest the miscarriage, she
tortured her invention for some new plan, by which
she might augment her influence and authority.
What her genius refused was supplied by accident

;

for she had not lived four months in the garrison,

when she was seized with frequent qualms and
retchings, her breasts began to harden, and her
stomach to be remarkably prominent ; in a word,
she congratulated herself on the symptoms of her
own fertility, and the commodore was transported
with joy at the prospect of an heir of Iris own
begetting.

She knew this was the proper season for vindi-
cating her own sovereignty, and accordingly em-
ployed the means which nature had put in her
power. There was not a rare piece of furniture and
apparel for which she did not long ; and one day
as she went to church, seeing lady Stately's equi-
page arrive, she suddenly fainted away. Her
husband, whose vanity had never been so perfectly
gratified as with this promised harvest of his own
sowing, took the alarm immediately, and in order
to prevent relapses of that kind, which might be
attended with fatal consequences to his hope, gave
her leave to bespeak a coach, horses, and liveries,

to her own liking. Thus authorized, she in a very
little time exhibited such a specimen of her own
taste and magnificence, as afforded speculation to

the whole country, and made Trunnion's heart
quake within him, becausehe foresaw no limits to her
extravagance, which also manifested itself in the
most expensive preparations for her lying-in.

Her pride, which had hitherto regarded the re-
presentative of her father's house, seemed now to

lose all that hereditary respect, and prompt her to
outshine and undervalue the elder branch of her
family. She behaved to Mrs. Pickle with a sort of
civil reserve that implied a conscious superiority,
and an emulation in point of grandeur immediately
commenced between the two sisters. She every
day communicated her importance to the whole
parish, under pretence of taking the air in her
coach, and endeavoured to extend her acquaintance
among people of fashion. Nor was this an under-
taking attended with great difficulty ; for all persons
whatever, capable of maintaining a certain appear-
ance, will always find admission into what is called

the best company, and be rated in point of character
according to their own valuation, without subjecting
their pretensions to the smallest doubt or examina-
tion. In all her visits and parties, she seized every
opportunity of declaring her present condition, ob-
serving that she was forbid by her physicians to

taste such a pickle, and that such a dish was poison
to a woman in her way

; nay, where she was on a
footing of familiarity, she effected to make wry
faces, and complained that the young rogue began
to be very unruly, writhing herself into divers
contortions, as if she had been grievously incom-
moded by the metal of this future Trunnion. The
husband himself did not behave with all the mo-
deration that might have been expected. At the
club he frequently mentioned this circumstance of
his own vigour as a pretty successful feat to be
performed by an old fellow of fifty-five, and con-
firmed the opinion of his strength by redoubled
squeezes of the landlord's hand, which never failed
of extorting a satisfactory certificate of his might.
When his companions drank to the Hans en kelder,

or, Jack in the low cellar, he could not help dis-

playing an extraordinary complacence of counte-
nance, and signified his intention of sending the
young dog to sea, as soon as he should be able to

carry a cartridge, in hopes of seeing him an officer

before his own death.

This hope helped to console him under the ex-
traordinary expense to which he was exposed by
the profusion of his wife, especially when he con-
sidered that his compliance with her prodigality

would be limited to the expiration of the nine
months, of which the best part was by this time
elapsed. Yet, in spite of all this philosophical re-

signation, her fancy sometimes soared to such a
ridiculous and intolerable pitch of insolence and
absurdity, that his temper forsook him, and he could
not help wishing in secret, that her pride might be
confounded in the dissipation of her most flattering

hopes, even though he himself should be a principal

sufferer by the disappointment. These, however,
were no other than the suggestions of temporary
disgusts, that commonly subsided as suddenly as

they arose, and never gave the least disturbance to

the person who inspired them, because he took care
to conceal them carefully from her knowledge.

Meanwhile she happily advanced in her reckon-
ing, with the promise of a favourable issue ; the
term of her computation expired, and in the middle
of the night she was visited by certain warnings
that seemed to bespeak the approach of the critical

moment. The commodore got up with great ala-

crity, and called the midwife, who had been several

days in the house ; the gossips were immediately
summoned, and the most interesting expectations
prevailed ; but the symptoms of labour gradually
vanished, and, as the matrons sagely observed, this

was no more than a false alarm.
Two nights after they received a second intima-

tion ; and as she was sensibly diminished in the
waist, every thing was supposed to be in a fair way.
Yet this visitation was not more conclusive than
the former ; her pains wore off in spite of all her
endeavours to encourage them, and the good wo-
men betook themselves ta their respective homes,
in expectation of finding the third attack decisive,

alluding to the well known maxim, that number
three is always fortunate. For once, however, this

apothegm failed ; the next call was altogether as
ineffectual as the former ; and moreover attended
with a phenomenon which to them was equally
strange and inexplicable. This was no other than
such a reduction in the size of Mrs. Trunnion as might
have been expected after the birth of a full-grown
child. Startled at such an unaccountable event,
they sat in close divan

;
and, concluding that the

case was in all respects unnatural and prodigious,
desired that a messenger might be immediately de-
spatched for some male practitioner in the art of
midwifery.

The commodore, without guessing the cause of
their perplexity, ordered Pipes immediately on this

piece of duty ; and in less than two hours they
were assisted by the advice of a surgeon of the
neighbourhood, who boldly affirmed that the patient

had never been with child. This asseveration was
like a clap of thunder to Mr. Trunnion, who had
been, during eight whole days and nights, in con-
tinual expectation of being hailed with the appella-
tion of father.

After some recollection, he swore the surgeon was
an ignorant fellow, and that he would not take his

N
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-word for what he advanced, being comforted

and confirmed in his want of faith by the insinua-

tions of the midwife, who still persisted to feed

Mrs. Trunnion with hopes of a speedy and safe

delivery ;
observing, that she hau been concerned

in many a case of the same nature, where a fine

child was found, even after all signs of the mother's

pregnancy had disappeared. Every twig of hope,

how slender soever it may be, is eagerly caught

hold on by people who find themselves in danger of

being disappointed. To every question proposed

by her to the lady with the preambles of " Ha'n't

you ?" or "Don't you ?" an answer was made in the

affirmative, whether agreeable to truth or not ; be-

cause the respondent could not find in her heart to

disown any symptom that might favour the notion

she had so long indulged.

This experienced proficient in the obstetric art

was therefore kept in close attendance for the space

of three weeks, during which the patient had se-

veral returns of what she pleased herself with

believing to be labour pains, till at length she and

her husband became the standing joke of the

parish ; and this infatuated couple could scarce

be prevailed upon to part with their hopes, even

when she appeared as lank as a greyhound, and

they were furnished with other unquestionable

proofs of their having been deceived. But they

could not for ever remain under the influence of

this sweet delusion, which at last faded away, and

was succeeded by a paroxysm of shame and con-

fusion, that kept the husband within doors for the

space of a whole fortnight, and confined his lady to

her bed for a series of weeks, during which she

suffered all the anguish of the most intense morti-

fication ; yet even this was subdued by the lenient

hand of time.

The first respite from her chagrin was employed

in the strict discharge of what are called the duties

of religion, which she performed with the most

rancorous severity, setting on foot a persecution in

her own family, that made the house too hot for all

the menial servants, even ruffled the almost invin-

cible indifference of Tom Pipes, harassed the com-
modore himself out of all patience, and spared no
individual but Lieutenant Hatchway, whom she

never ventured to disoblige.

CHAPTER XL
Mrs. Trunnion erects a Tyranny in the Garrison, while her

Husband conceives an Affection for his Nephew Perry,

who manifests a Peculiarity of Disposition even in his

tender years.

Having exercised herself three months in such
pious amusements, she appeared again in the world ;

but her misfortune had made such an impression on
her mind, that she could not bear the sight of a
child, and trembled whenever the conversation

happened to turn upon a christening. Her temper,
which was naturally none of the sweetest, seemed
to have imbibed a double proportion of souring
from her disappointment ; of consequence her com-
pany was not much coveted, and she found very few
people disposed to treat her with those marks of
consideration which she looked upon as her due.
This neglect detached her from the society of an
unmannerly world ; she concentred the energy of
all her talents in the government of her own house,
which groaned accordingly under her arbitrary
sway

; and in the brandy bottle found ample con-
solation for all the affliction she had undergone.

As for the commodore, he in a little time wea-

thered his disgrace, after having sustained many
severe jokes from the lieutenant ; and now his

chief aim being to be absent from his own house as

much as possible, he frequented the public house

more than ever, more assiduously cultivated the

friendship of his brother-in-law Mr. Pickle
;
and,

in the course of their intimacy, conceived an affec-

tion for his nephew Perry, which did not end but

with his life. Indeed, it must be owned that Trun-

nion was not naturally deficient in the social pas-

sions of the soul, which, though they were strangely

warped, disguised, and overborne, by the circum-

stance of his boisterous life and education, did not

fail to manifest themselves occasionally through the

whole course of his behaviour.

As all the hopes of propagating his own name
had perished, and his relations lay under the inter-

diction of his hate, it is no wonder that, through

the familiarity and friendly intercourse subsisting

between him" and Mr. Gamaliel, he contracted a

liking for the boy, who by this time entered the

third year of his age, and was indeed a very hand-

some, healthy and promising child; and what

seemed to ingratiate him still more with his uncle,

was a certain oddity of disposition, for which he

had been remarkable, even from his cradle. It is

reported of him, that, before the first year of his

infancy was elapsed, he used very often, imme-
diately after being dressed, in the midst of the

caresses which were bestowed upon him by his mo-
ther, while she indulged herself in the contempla-

tion of her own happiness, all of a sudden, to alarm

her with a fit of shrieks and cries, which continued

with great violence till he was stripped to the skin

with the utmost expedition, by order of his

affrighted parent, who thought his tender body was

tortured by the misapplication of some unlucky

pin; and when he had given them all this dis-

turbance and unnecessary trouble, he would lie

sprawling and laughing in their faces, as if he ri-

diculed the impertinence of their concern. Nay,

it is affirmed, that one day, when an old woman,
who attended in the nursery, had by stealth con-

veyed a bottle of cordial waters to her mouth, he

pulled his nurse by the sleeve, and, by a slight

glance detecting the theft, tipt her the wink with

a particular slyness of countenance, as if he had

said with a sneer, " Ay, ay, that is what you must

all come to." But these instances of reflection in

a babe nine months old are so incredible, that I

look upon them as ex post facto observations,

founded upon imaginary recollection, when he was

in a more advanced age. and his peculiarities of

temper became much more remarkable—of a piece

with the ingenious discoveries of those sagacious

observers who can discern something evidently

characteristic in the features of any noted per-

sonage, whose character they have previously

heard explained ;
yet, without pretending to specify

at what period of his childhood this singularity

first appeared, I can with great truth declare, that,

when he first attracted the notice and affection of

his uncle, it was plainly perceivable.

One would imagine he had marked out the com-

modore as a proper object of ridicule, for almost all

his little childish satire was levelled against him.

I will not deny that he might have been influenced

in this particular by the example and instruction of

Mr. Hatchway, who delighted in superintending

the first essays of his genius. As the gout had
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taken up its residence in Mr. Trunnion's great toe,

from -whence it never removed, no, not for a day,

little Perry took great pleasure in treading by
accident on this infirm member; and when his

uncle, incensed by the pain, used to d—n him for a

hell-begotten brat, he would appease him in a

twinkling, by returning the curse with equal em-
phasis, and asking what was the matter with old

Hannibal Tough ? an appellation by which the

lieutenant had taught him to distinguish this grim
commander.

Neither was this the only experiment he tried

upon the patience of the commodore, with whose
nose he used to take indecent freedoms, even while

he was fondled on his knee ; in one month he put

him to the expense of two guineas in seal-skin, by
picking his pocket of divers tobacco pouches, all of

which he in secret committed to the flames. Nor
did the caprice of his disposition abstain from the

favourite beverage of Trunnion, who more than

once swallowed a whole draught, in which his bro-

ther's snuff-box had been emptied, before he per-

ceived the disagreeable infusion -. and one day,

when the commodore had chastised him by a gentle

tap with his cane, he fell flat on the floor, as if he
had been deprived of all sense and motion, to the

terror and amazement of the striker
;
and, after

having filled the whole house with confusion and
dismay, opened his eyes, and laughed heartily at

the success of his own imposition.

It would be an endless, and perhaps no very
agreeable task, to enumerate all the unlucky pranks

he played upon his uncle and others, before he

attained the fourth year of his age ; about which
time he was sent, with an attendant, to a day school

in the neighbourhood, that, to use his good mo-
ther's own expression, he might be out of harm's
way. Here, however, he made little progress,

except in mischief, which he practised with im-
punity, because the schoolmistress would run no
risk of disobliging a lady of fortune, by exercising

unnecessary severities upon her only child. Never-
theless, Mrs. Pickle was not so blindly partial as to

be pleased with such unseasonable indulgence.

Perry was taken out of the hands of this courteous

teacher, and committed to the instruction of a
pedagogue, who was ordered to administer such
correction as the boy should, in his opinion, de-

serve. This authority he did not neglect to use

;

his pupil was regularly flogged twice a day ; and,

after having been subjected to this course of dis-

cipline for the space of eighteen months, declared

the most obstinate, dull, and untoward genius that

ever had fallen under his cultivation ; instead ofbeing

reformed, he seemed rather hardened and confirmed

in his vicious inclinations, and was dead to all sense

of fear as well as shame. His mother was extremely
mortified at these symptoms of stupidity, which
she considered as an inheritance derived from the

spirit of his father, and consequently unsurmount-
able by all the efforts of human care. But the com-
modore rejoiced over the ruggedness of his nature,

and was particularly pleased when, upon inquiry,

he found that Perry had beaten all the boys in the
school ; a circumstance from which he prognos-
ticated every thing that was fair and fortunate in

his future fate ;
observing that, at his age, he him-

self was just such another. The boy, who was
now turned of six, having profited so little under
the birch of his unsparing governor, Mrs. Pickle
was counselled to send him to a boarding-school

not far from London, which was kept by a certain

person very eminent for Ins successful method of
education. This advice she the more readily em-
braced, because at that time she found herself

pretty far gone with another child, that she hoped
would console her for the disappointment she had
met with in the unpromising talents of Perry, or at

any rate divide her concern, so as to enable her to

endure the absence of either.

CHAPTER XH.
Peregrine is sent to a Boarding-School. Becomes remark-

able for his Genius and Ambition.

The commodore understanding her determination,

to which her husband did not venture to make the
least objection, interested himself so much in behalf
of his favourite, as to fit him out at his own charge,
and accompany him in person to the place of his

destination ; where he defrayed the expense of his

entrance, and left him to the particular care and
inspection of the usher, who having been recom-
mended to him as a person of parts and integrity,

received per advance a handsome consideration for

the task he undertook.
Nothing could be better judged than this piece

of liberality ; the assistant was actually a man of
learning, probity, and good sense

;
and, though

obliged by the scandalous administration of fortune
to act in the character of an inferior teacher, had,
by his sole capacity and application, brought the
school to that degree of reputation, which it never
could have obtained from the talents of his supe-
rior. He had established an economy, which,
though regular, was not at all severe, by enacting a
body of laws suited to the age and comprehension
of every individual; and each transgressor was fairly

tried by his peers, and punished according to the ver-
dict of the jury. No boy was scourged for want of
apprehension, but a spirit ofemulation was raised by
well-timed praise and artful comparison, and main-
tained by a distribution of small prizes, which were
adjudged to thosewho signalized themselves eitherby
their industry, sobriety, or genius. This tutor, whose
name was Jennings, began with Perry, according
to his constant maxim, by examining the soil ; that
is, studying his temper, in order to consult the
bias of his disposition, which was strangely per-
verted by the absurd discipline he had undergone.
He found him in a state of sullen insensibility,

which the child had gradually contracted in a long
course of stupifying correction ; and at first he
was not in the least actuated by that commendation
which animated the rest of his school-fellows ; nor
was it in the power of reproach to excite his am-
bition, which had been buried, as it were, in the
grave of disgrace ; the usher therefore had recourse
to contemptuous neglect, with which he affected to
treat this stubborn spirit

; foreseeing that, if he re-
tained any seeds of sentiment, this weather would
infallibly raise them into vegetation : his judgment
was justified by the event; the boy in a little time
began to make observations ; he perceived the
marks of distinction with which virtue was re-
warded, grew ashamed of the despicable figure he
himself made among his companions, who, far from
courting, rather shunned his conversation, and
actually pined at his own want of importance.

Mr. Jennings saw and rejoiced at his mortifica-
tion, which he suffered to proceed as far as possible,
without endangering his health. The child lost all

N 2
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relish for diversion, loathed his food, grew pensive,

solitary, and was frequently found weeping by him-
self. These symptoms plainly evinced the recovery

of his feelings, to which his governor thought it

now high time to make application; and therefore

by little and little altered his behaviour from the

indifference he had put on, to the appearance of

more regard and attention. This produced a

favourable change in the boy, whose eyes sparkled

with satisfaction one day, when his master expressed

himself with a show of surprise in these words :

" So, Perry ! I find you don't want genius, when
you think proper to use it." Such encomiums
kindled the spirit of emulation in his little breast

;

he exerted himself with surprising alacrity, by
which he soon acquitted himself of the imputation

of dulness, and obtained sundry honorary silver

pennies, as acknowledgments of his application :

his school-fellows now solicited his friendship as

eagerly as they had avoided it before ;
and, in less

than a twelvemonth after his arrival, this supposed
dunce was remarkable for the brightness of his

parts ;
having in that short period learnt to read

English perfectly well, made great progress in

writing, enabled himself to speak the French lan-

guage without hesitation, and acquired some know-
ledge in the rudiments of the Latin tongue. The
usher did not fail to transmit an account of his

proficiency to the commodore, who received it with
transport, and forthwith communicated the happy
tidings to the parents.

Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, who was never subject to

violent emotions, heard them with a sort of phleg-
matic satisfaction, that scarce manifested itself

either in his countenance or expressions ; nor did

the child's mother break forth into that rapture and
admiration which might have been expected, when
she understood how much the talents of her first-

born had exceeded the hope of her warmest imagi-
nation. Not but that she professed herself well
pleased with Perry's reputation

; though she ob-
served that, in these commendations, the truth was
always exaggerated by schoolmasters, for their own
interest ; and pretended to wonder that the usher
had not mingled more probability with his praise.

Trunnion was offended at her indifference and want
of faith ; and believing that she refined too much in

her discernment, swore that Jennings had declared
the truth, and nothing but the truth ; for he, him-
self, had prophesied from the beginning that the
boy would turn out a credit to his family. But by
this time Mrs. Pickle was blessed with a daughter,
whom she had brought into the world about six

months before the intelligence arrived ; so that her
care and affection being otherwise engrossed, the
praise of Perry was the less greedily devoured.
The abatement of her fondness was an advantage
to his education, which would have been retarded,
and perhaps ruined, by pernicious indulgence and
preposterous interposition, had her love considered
him as an only child

; whereas, her concern being
now diverted to another object, that shared, at

least, one half of her affection, he was left to the
management of his preceptor, who tutored him
according to his own plan, without any let or inter-

ruption. Indeed, all his sagacity and circum-
spection were but barely sufficient to keep the
young gentleman in order

; for, now that he had
won the palm of victory from his rivals in point of
scholarship, his ambition dilated, and he was seized
with the desire of subjecting the whole school by

the valour of his arm. Before he could bring his

project to bear, innumerable battles were fought
with various success

;
every day a bloody nose and

complaint were presented against him, and his own
visage commonly bore some livid marks of obstinate

contention. At length, however, he accomplished
his aim ; his adversaries were subdued, his prowess
acknowledged, and he obtained the laurel in war as

well as in wit. Thus triumphant, he was intoxicated

with success. His pride rose in proportion to his

power, and, in spite of all the endeavours of Jen-
nings, who practised every method he could invent

for curbing his licentious conduct, without depress-

ing his spirit, he contracted a large proportion of

insolence, which a series of misfortunes that hap-
pened to him in the sequel coidd scarce effectually

tame. Nevertheless there was a fund of good
nature and generosity in his composition, and
though he established a tyranny among his com-
rades, the tranquillity of his reign was maintained
by the love rather than by the fear of his subjects.

In the midst of all this enjoyment of empire, he
never once violated that respectful awe with which
the usher had found means to inspire him ; but he
by no means preserved the same regard for the

principal master, an old illiterate German quack,
who had formerly practised corn-cutting among the

quality, and sold cosmetic washes to the ladies,

together with teeth powders, hair-dyeing liquors,

prolific elixirs, and tinctures to sweeten the breath.

These nostrums, recommended by the art of cring-

ing, in which he was consummate, ingratiated him
so much with people of fashion, that he was en-

abled to set up school with five-and-twenty boys
of the best families, whom he boarded on his own
terms, and undertook to instruct in the French and
Latin languages, so as to qualify them for the

colleges of Westminster and Eton. While this

plan was in its infancy, he was so fortunate as to

meet with Jennings, who, for the paltry considera-

tion of thirty pounds a year, which his necessities

compelled him to accept, took the whole trouble of

educating the children upon himself, contrived an
excellent system for that purpose, and, by his

assiduity and knowledge, executed all the particulars

to the entire satisfaction of those concerned, who,
by the by, never inquired into his qualifications,

but suffered the other to enjoy the fruits of his

labour and ingenuity.

Over and above a large stock of avarice, igno-

rance, and vanity, this superior had certain ridiculous

peculiarities in his person, such as a hunch upon
his back, and distorted limbs, that seemed to attract

the satirical notice of Peregrine, who, young as

he was, took offence at his want of reverence for

his usher, over whom he sometimes chose oppor-
tunities of displaying his authority, that the boys
might not displace their veneration. Mr.Keypstick,
therefore, such as I have described him, incurred

the contempt and displeasure of this enterprising

pupil, who now, being in the tenth year of his age,

had capacity enough to give him abundance of
vexation. He underwent many mortifying jokes
from the invention of Pickle and his confederates ;

so that he began to entertain suspicion of Mr.
Jennings, who, he could not help thinking, had
been at the bottom of them all, and spirited up
principles of rebellion in the school, with a view of
making himself independent. Possessed with this

chimera, which was void of all foundation, the

German descended so low as to tamper in private
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with the boys, from whom he hoped to draw some

very important discovery ; but he was disappointed

in his expectation ; and this mean practice reaching

the ears of his usher, he voluntarily resigned his

employment. Finding interest to obtain holy

orders in a little time after, he left the kingdom,

hoping to find a settlement in some of our American
plantations.

The departure of Mr. Jennings produced a great

revolution in the affairs of Keypstick, which declined

from that moment, because he had neither authority

to enforce obedience, nor prudence to maintain order

among his scholars ; so that the school degenerated

into anarchy and confusion, and he himself dwindled

in the opinion of his employers, who looked upon
him as superannuated, and withdrew their children

from his tuition.

Peregrine, seeing this dissolution of their society,

and finding himself every day deprived of some
companion, began to repine at his situation, and
resolved, if possible, to procure his release from the

jurisdiction of the person whom he both detested

and despised. With this view he went to work,

and composed the following billet, addressed to the

commodore, which was the first specimen of his

composition in the epistolary way.
" Honoured and loving Uncle.—Hoping you are in

good health, this serves to inform you, that Mr. Jennings is

gone, and Mr. Keypstick will never meet with his feilow.

The school is already almost broke up, and the rest daily

going away ; and I beg of you of all love to have me fetched

away also, for I cannot bear to be any longer under one who is

a perfect ignoramus, who scarce knows the declination of

musa, and is more fit to be a scarecrow than a schoolmaster;

hoping you will send for me soon, with my love to my aunt,

and my duty to my honoured parents, craving their blessing

and yours. And this is all at present, from honoured uncle,

your well-beloved and dutiful nephew and godson, and
humble servant to command till death,

" Peregrine Pickle."

Trunnion was overjoyed at the receipt of this

letter, which he looked upon as one of the greatest

efforts of human genius, and as such communicated
the contents to his lady, whom he had disturbed

for the purpose in the middle of her devotion, by
sending a message to her closet, whither it was her
custom very frequently to retire. She was out of

humour at being interrupted, and therefore did not

peruse this specimen of her nephew's understanding

with all the relish that the commodore himself had
enjoyed ; on the contrary, after sundry paralytical

endeavours to speak (for her tongue sometimes
refused its office), she observed that the boy was a

pert jackanapes, and deserved to be severely chas-

tised for treating his betters with such disrespect.

Her husband undertook his godson's defence,

representing, with great warmth, that he knew
Keypstick to be a good-for-nothing pimping old

rascal, and that Perry showed a great deal of spirit

and good sense in desiring to be taken from under
his command ; he therefore declared that the boy
should not live a week longer with such a shambling
son of a bitch, and sanctioned his declaration with

abundance of oaths.

Mrs. Trunnion, composing her countenance into

a look of religious demureness, rebuked him for his

profane way of talking; and asked in a magisterial
tone, if he intended never to lay aside that brutal

behaviour ! Irritated at this reproach, he answered
in terms of indignation, that he knew how to behave
himself as well as e'er a woman that wore a head,

bade her mind her own affairs, and, with another

repetition of oaths, gave her to understand that he
would be master in his own house.

This insinuation operated upon her spirits like

friction upon a glass globe ; her face gleamed with
resentment, and every pore seemed to emit particles

of flame. She replied with incredible fluency of

the bitterest expressions. He retorted equal rage

in broken hints and incoherent imprecations. Sb;e

rejoined with redoubled fury, and in conclusion he
was fain to betake himself to flight, ejaculating

curses against her, and muttering something con-

cerning the brandy-bottle, which, however, he took

care should never reach her ears.

From his own house he went directly to visit

Mrs. Pickle, to whom he imparted Peregrine's

epistle, with many encomiums upon the boy's pro-

mising parts ; and finding his commendations but

coldly received, desired she would permit him to

take his godson under his own care.

This lady, whose family was now increased by
another son, who seemed to engross her care for

the present, had not seen Perry during a course of

four years, and, with regard to him, was perfectly

weaned of that infirmity known by the name of

maternal fondness ; she therefore consented to the

commodore's request with great condescension, and
a polite compliment to him on the concern he had
all along manifested for the welfare of the child.

CHAPTER XIII.

The Commodore takes Peregrine under his own care—The
Boy arrives at the Garrison—Is strangely received by his

own Mother—Enters into a Confederacy with Hatchway
and Pipes, and executes a couple of waggish Enterprises

upon his Aunt.

Trunnion having obtained this permission, that

very afternoon despatched the lieutenant in a post-

chaise to Keypstick's house, from whence, in two
days he returned with our young hero ; who being
now in the eleventh year of his age, had outgrown
the expectation of all his family, and was remark-
able for the beauty and elegance of his person.

His godfather was transported at his arrival, as if

he had been actually the issue of his own loins.

He shook him heartily by the hand, turned him
round and round, surveyed him from top to bottom,
bade Hatchway take notice how handsomely he was
built

; squeezed his hand again, saying, " D—n ye,

you dog, I suppose you don't value such an old

crazy son of a bitch as me a rope's end. You have
forgot how I was wont to dandle you on my knee,
when you was a little urchin no bigger than the
davit, and played a thousand, tricks upon me,
burning my bacco-pouches, and poisoning my
rumbo: O, d—n ye, you can grin fast enougb, I

see ; I warrant you have learnt more things than
writing and the Latin lingo." Even Tom Pipes
expressed uncommon satisfaction on this joyful

occasion : and coming up to Perry, thrust forth his

fore paw, and accosted him with the salutation of
" What cheer, my young master ? I am glad to see

thee with all my heart." These compliments being
passed, his uncle halted to the door of his wife's

chamber, at which he stood hallooing, "Here's your
kinsman Perry ; belike you won't come and bid him
welcome."—"Lord ! Mr. Trunnion," said she, "why
will you continually harass me in this manner with
your impertinent intrusion ?" " I harrow you,"
replied the commodore ;

" 'sblood, I believe your
upper works are damaged ; I only came to inform
you that here was your cousin, whom you have not
seen these four long years ; and I'll be d—d if
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there is such another of his age within the king's

dominions, d'ye see, either for make or mettle ; he's

a credit to the name, d'ye see ; hut d—n my eyes,

I'll say no more of the matter ; if you come, you
may ; if you won't, you may let it alone."—" Well,
I won't come, then," answered his yoke-fellow, " for

I am at present more agreeably employed."—" Oho!
you are? I believe so too;" cried the commodore,
making wry faces, and mimicking the action

of dram-drinking. Then addressing himself to

Hatchway, " Prithee, Jack," said he, " go and try

thy skill on that stubborn hulk ; if any body can
bring her about, I know you wool." The lieutenant

accordingly taking his station at the door, conveyed
his persuasion in these words :

" What, won't you
turn out and hail little Perry ? It will do your
heart good to see such a handsome young dog ; I'm
sure he is the very moral of you, and as like as if

he had been spit out of your own mouth, as the

saying is ; do show a little respect for your kinsman,
can't you?"—To this remonstrance she replied in a
mild tone of voice, " Dear Mr. Hatchway, you are

always teasing one in such a manner ; sure I am,
nobody can tax me with unkindness, or want of
natural affection ;" so saying, she opened the door,

and advancing to the hall where her nephew stood,

received him very graciously, and observed that he
was the very image of her papa.

In the afternoon, he was conducted by the com-
modore to the house of his parents

; and, strange to

tell, no sooner was he presented to his mother, than
her countenance changed, she eyed him with tokens
of affliction and surprise, and, bursting into tears,

exclaimed her child was dead, and this was no
other than an impostor whom they had brought to

defraud her sorrow. Trunnion was confounded at

this unaccountable passion, which had no other
foundation than caprice and whim ; and Gamaliel
himself was so disconcerted and unsettled in his
own belief, which began to waver, that he knew
not how to behave towards the boy, whom his god-
father immediately carried back to the garrison,

swearing all the way that Perry should never cross
their threshold again with his good will. Nay, so
much was he incensed at this unnatural and absurd
renunciation, that he refused to carry on any further
correspondence with Pickle, until he was appeased
by his solicitations and submission, and Peregrine
owned as his son and heir. But this acknowledg-
ment was made without the privity of his wife,

whose vicious aversion he was obliged, in appear-
ance, to adopt. Thus exiled from his father's house,
the young gentleman was left entirely to the
disposal of the commodore, whose affection for him
daily increased, insomuch that he could scarce
prevail upon himself to part with him when his
education absolutely required that he should be
otherwise disposed of.

In all probability, this extraordinary attachment
was, if not produced, at least rivetted, by that pe-
culiar turn in Peregrine's imagination, which we
have already observed ; and which, during his
residence in the castle, appeared in sundry strata-
gems he practised upon his uncle and aunt, under
the auspices of Mr. Hatchway, who assisted him in
the contrivance and execution of all his schemes.
Nor was Pipes exempted from a share in their un-
dertakings

; for, being a trusty fellow, not without
dexterity in some cases, and altogether resigned to
their will, they found him a serviceable instrument
lor their purpose, and used him accordingly.

The first sample of their art was exhibited upon
Mrs. Trunnion. They terrified that good lady with

strange noises when she retired to her devotion.

Pipes was a natural genius in the composition of

discords ; he could imitate the sound produced by
the winding of a jack, the filing of a saw, and the

swinging of a malefactor hanging in chains ; he
could counterfeit the braying of an ass, the screech-

ing of a night owl, the caterwauling of cats, the

howling of a dog, the squeaking of a pig, the crow-
ing of a cock ; and he had learned the war whoop
uttered by the Indians in North America. These
talents were exerted successively at different times

and places, to the terror of Mrs. Trunnion, the

discomposure of the commodore himself, and the

consternation of all the servants in the castle.—

Peregrine with a sheet over his clothes, sometimes
tumbled before his aunt in the twilight, when her
organs of vision were a little impaired by the

cordial she had swallowed; and the boatswain's

mate taught him to shoe cats with walnut shells, so

that they made a most dreadful clattering in their

nocturnal excursions. The mind of Mrs. Trunnion
was not a little disturbed by these alarms, which,
in her opinion, portended the death of some prin-

cipal person in the family ; she redoubled her re-

ligious exercises, and fortified her spirits with fresh

potations
; nay, she began to take notice that Mr.

Trunnion's constitution was very much broke, and
seemed dissatisfied when people observed that they

never saw him look better. Her frequent visits to

the closet, where all her consolation was deposited,

inspired the confederates with a device which had
like to have been attended with tragical conse-

quences. They found an opportunity to infuse jalap

in one of her case-bottles, and she took so largely

of this medicine, that her constitution had well nigh
sunk under the violence of its effect. She suffered

a succession of fainting fits that reduced her to the

brink of the grave, in spite of all the remedies that

were administered by a physician, who was called

in the beginning of her disorder. After having
examined the symptoms, he declared that the pa-

tient had been poisoned with arsenic, and prescribed

oily draughts and lubricating injections, to defend

the coats of the stomach and intestines from the

vellicating particles of that pernicious mineral ; at

the same time hinting, with a look of Infinite sa-

gacity, that it was not difficult to divine the whole
mystery. He affected to deplore the poor lady, as

if she was exposed to more attempts of the same
nature

;
thereby glancing obliquely at the innocent

commodore, whom the officious son of JEsculapius

suspected as the author of this expedient, to rid

his hands of a yoke-fellow for whom he was well

known to have no great devotion. This impertinent

and malicious insinuation made some impression

upon the bystanders, and furnished ample field for

slander to asperse the morals of Trunnion, who was
represented through the whole district as a monster
of barbarity.—Nay, the sufferer herself, though she

behaved with great decency and prudence, could

not help entertaining some small diffidence of her

husband ; not that she imagined he had any design

upon her life, but that he had been at pains to

adulterate the brandy, with a view of detaching
her from that favourite liquor.

On this supposition she resolved to act with more
caution for the future, without setting on foot any
inquiry about the affair ; while the commodore,
imputing her indisposition to some natural cause,
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after the danger was past never bestowed a thought

upon the subject ; so that the perpretators were

quit of their fear, which, however, had punished

them so effectually, that they never would hazard

any more jokes of the same nature.

The shafts of their wit were now directed against

the commander himself, whom they teazed and ter-

rified almost out of his senses. One day while he

was at dinner, Pipes came and told him that there

was a person below that wanted to speak with him
immediately about an affair of the greatest impor-

tance, that would admit of no delay
;
upon which

he ordered the stranger to be told that he was
engaged, and that he must send up his name and
business. To this demand he received for answer

a message, importing that the person's name was
unknown to him, and his business of such a nature,

that it could not be disclosed to any one but the

commodore himself, whom he earnestly desired to

see without loss of time.

Trunnion, surprised at this importunity, got up
with great reluctance in the middle of his meal, and
descending to a parlour where the stranger was,

asked him in a surly tone what he wanted with him
in such a d—ned hurry, that he could not wait till

he had made an end of his mess ? The other, not

at all disconcerted at this rough address, advanced
close up to him on his tiptoes, and, with a look of

confidence and conceit, laying his mouth to one
side of the commodore's head, whispered softly in

his ear, " Sir, I am the attorney whom you wanted
to converse with in private."—"The attorney!"

cried Trunnion, staring and half choked with choler.
" Yes, sir, at your service," replied this retainer to

the law, " and, if you please, the sooner we despatch

the affair, the better ; for it is an old observation,

that delay breeds danger." " Truly, brother," said

the commodore, who could no longer contain him-
self, " I do confess that I am very much of your
way of thinking, d'ye see ; and therefore you shall

be dispatched in a trice ;" so saying, he lifted up
his walking staff, which was something between a
crutch and a cudgel, and discharged it with such
energy on the seat of the attorney's understanding,

that, if there had been anything but solid bone, the

contents of his skull must have been evacuated.

Fortified as he was by nature against all such
assaults, he could not withstand the momentum of

the blow, which in an instant laid him flat on the

floor, deprived of all sense and motion ; and Trun-
nion hopped up stairs to dinner, applauding himself

in ejaculations all the way for the vengeance he had
taken on such an impudent pettifogging miscreant.

The attorney no sooner awaked from his trance,

into which he had been so unexpectedly lulled, than

he cast his eyes around in quest of evidence, by
which he might be enabled the more easily to prove

the injury he had sustained; but not a soul appear-

ing, he made shift to get upon his legs again, and,

with the blood trickling over his nose, followed

one of the servants into the dining-room, resolved

to come to an explanation with the assailant, and
either extort money from him by way of satisfac-

tion, or provoke him to a second application before

witnesses. With this view he entered the room in

a peal of clamour, to the amazement of all present,

and the terror of Mrs. Trunnion, who shrieked at

the appearance of such a spectacle ; and addressing
himselfto the commodore, " I'll tell you what, sir,"

said he, "if there be law in England, I'll make you
smart for this here assault. You think you have

screened yourself from a prosecution, by sending

all your servants out of the way, but that circum-

stance will appear upon trial to he a plain proof

of the malice prepense with which the fact was
committed, especially when corroborated by the

evidence of this here letter, under your own hand,

whereby I am desired to come to your own house

to transact an affair of consequence." So saying,

he produced the writing, and read the contents in

these words :

—

Me. Roger Ravine.
" Sir,—Being in a manner prisoner in my own house, I

desire you will give me a call precisely at three o'clock in the

afternoon, and insist upon seeing me yourself, as I have an

affair of great consequeme, in which your particular advice

is wanted hy your humble servant,
" Hawser Trunnion."

The one-eyed commander, who had been satisfied

with the chastisement he had already bestowed upon

the plaintiff, hearing him read this audacious piece

of forgery, which he considered as the effect of his

own villany, started up from table, and seizing a

huge turkey that lay in a dish before him, would
have applied it, sauce and all, by way of poultice

to his wound, had he not been restrained by Hatch-

way, who laid fast hold on both his arms, and fixed

him to his chair again, advising the attorney to

sheer off with what he had got. Ear from following

this salutary counsel, he redoubled his threats, and

set Trunnion at» defiance, telling him he was not a

man of true courage, although he had commanded a

ship of war,, or else he would not have attacked any

person in such a cowardly and clandestiue manner.

This provocation would have answered his purpose

effectually, had not his adversary's indignation been

repressed by the suggestions of the lieutenant, who
desired his friend in a whisper to be easy, for he

would take care to have the attorney tossed in a

blanket for his presumption. This proposal, which

he received with great approbation, pacified him in

a moment ; he wiped the sweat from his forehead,

and his features relaxed into a grim smile.

Hatchway disappeared, and Ravine proceeded

with great fluency of abuse, until he was interrupted

by the arrival of Pipes, who, without any expostu-

lation, led him out by the hand, and conducted him
to the yard, where he was put into a carpet, and in

a twinkling sent into the air by the strength and
dexterity of five stout operators, whom the lieu-

tenant had selected from the number of domestics

for that singular spell of duty.

In vain did the astonished vaulter beg for the

love of God and passion of Christ, that they would
take pity upon him, and put an end to his involun-

tary gambols
; they were deaf to his prayers and

protestations, even when he swore, in the most
solemn manner, that, if they would cease torment-
ing him, he would forget and forgive what was
past, and depart in peace to his own habitation

;

and continued the game till they were fatigued with

the exercise.

Ravine being dismissed in a most melancholy
plight, brought an action of assault and battery

against,the commodore, and subpoenaed all the ser-

vants as evidences in the cause ; but as none of
them had seen what happened, he did not find

his account in the prosecution, though he himself
examined all the witnesses, and, among other ques-
tions, asked whether they had not seen him come
in like another man ; and whether they had ever
seen any other man in such a condition as that in

which he had crawled off. But this last Lnterro-
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gation they were not obliged to answer, because it

had reference to the second discipline he had
undergone, in -which they, and they only, were
concerned ; and no person is bound to give testi-

mony against himself.

In short,' the attorney was nonsuited, to the satis-

faction of all who knew him, and found himself
under the necessity of proving that he had received,

in course of post, the letter, which was declared
in court a scandalous forgery, in order to prevent
an indictment with which he was threatened by the
commodore, who little dreamed that the whole
affair had been planned and executed by Peregrine
and his associates.

The next enterprise in which this triumvirate
engaged, was a scheme to frighten Trunnion with
an apparition, which they prepared and executed
in this manner : to the hide of a large ox, Pipes
fitted a leathern vizor of a most terrible appear-
ance, stretched on the jaws of a shark, which he
had brought from sea, and accommodated with a
couple of broad glasses instead of eyes. On the
inside of these, he placed two rush lights, and, with
a composition of sulphur and saltpetre, made a
pretty large fuse, which he fixed between two rows
of the teeth. This equipage being finished, he, one
dark night chosen for the purpose, put it on, and
following the commodore into a long passage, in
which he was preceded by Perry with a light in his
hand, kindled his fire-work with a match, and be-
gan to bellow like a bull. The boy, as it was con-
certed, looking behind him, screamed aloud, and
dropped the light, which was extinguished in the
fall ; when Trunnion, alarmed at his nephew's con-
sternation, exclaimed, "Zounds! what's the mat-
ter ?" And, turning about to see the cause of his
dismay, beheld a hideous phantom vomiting blue
flame, which aggravated the horrors of its aspect.
He was instantly seized with an agony of fear,
which divested him of his reason

; nevertheless, he,
as it were mechanically, raised his trusty supporter
in his own defence, and the apparition advancing
towards him, aimed it at this dreadful annoyance
with such a convulsive exertion of strength, that,
had not the blow chanced to light upon one of the
horns, Mr. Pipes would have had no cause to value
himself upon his invention. Misapplied as it was,
he did not fail to stagger at the shock, and, dread-
ing another such salutation, closed with the com-
modore, and having tripped up his heels, retreated
with great expedition.

It was then that Peregrine, pretending to recol-
lect himself a little, ran with all the marks of dis-
turbance and affright, and called up the servants
to the assistance of their master ; whom they found
in a cold sweat upon the floor, his features betoken-
ing horror and confusion. Hatchway raised him
up, and, having comforted him with a cup of Nantz,
began to inquire into the cause of his disorder; hut
he could not extract one word of answer from his
friend, who, after a considerable pause, during which
he seemed to be wrapped up in profound contem-
plation, pronounced aloud, " By the Lord ! Jack,
you may say what you wool ; but I'll be d—n'd if
it was not Davy Jones himself. I know him by
his saucer-eyes, his three rows of teeth, his horns
and tail, and the blue smoke that came out of his
nostrils. What does the blackguard hell's babywant with me? I am sure I never committed
murder except in the way of my profession, nor
wronged any man whatsomever since I first went

to sea." This same Davy Jones, according to the
mythology of sailors, is the fiend that presides
over all the evil spirits of the deep, and is often
seen in various shapes, perching among the rigging
on the eve of hurricanes, shipwrecks, and other
disasters, to which a seafaring life is exposed;
warning the devoted wretch of death and woe. No
wonder then that Trunnion was disturbed by a sup-
posed visit of this demon, which in his opinion
foreboded some dreadful calamity.

CHAPTER XIV.
He is also by their advice engaged in an Adventure with the
Exciseman, who does not find his Account in his own

Drollery.

Howsoever preposterous and unaccountable that
passion may be, wnich prompts persons, otherwise
generous and sympathizing, to afflict and perplex
their fellow-creatures, certain it is, our confederates
entertained such a large proportion of it, that, not
satisfied with the pranks they had already played,
they still persecuted the commodore without ceas-
ing. In the course of his own history, the particu-
lars of which he delighted to recount, he had often
rehearsed an adventure of deer-stealing, in which,
during the unthinking impetuosity of his youth, he
had been unfortunately concerned. Far from suc-
ceeding in that achievement, he and his associates
had, it seems, been made prisoners, after an obsti-
nate engagement with the keepers, and carried
before a neighbouring justice of the peace, who
used Trunnion with great indignity, and with his
companions committed him to jail.

His own relations, and in particular an uncle, on
whom he chiefly depended, treated him during his
confinement with great rigour and inhumanity, and
absolutely refused to interpose his influence In his
behalf, unless he would sign a writing obliging
himself to go to sea within thirty days after his re-
lease, under the penalty of being proceeded against
as a felon. The alternative was, either to undergo
this voluntary exile, or remain in prison disowned
and deserted by everybody, and, after all, suffer an
ignominious trial, that might end in a sentence of
transportation for life. He, therefore, without much
hesitation, embraced the proposal of his kinsman,
and, as he observed, was, in less than a month after
his discharge, turned adrift to the mercy of the
wind and waves.

Since that period he had never maintained any-

correspondence with his relations, all of whom had
concurred in sending him off ; nor would he ever
pay the least regard to the humiliations and sup-
plications of some among them, who had prostrated
themselves before him, on the advancement of his
fortune ; but he retained a most inveterate resent-
ment against his uncle, who was still in being,
though extremely old and infirm, and frequently
mentioned hisname with all the bitterness of revenge.
Perry being perfectly well acquainted with the

particulars of this story, which he had heard so
often repeated, proposed to Hatchway, that a per-
son should be hired to introduce himself to the
commodore, with a supposititious letter of recom-
mendation from this detested kinsman ; an imposi-
tion that, in all likelihood, would afford abundance
of diversion.

The lieutenant relished the scheme, and young
Pickle having composed an epistle for the occasion,
the exciseman of the parish, a fellow of great
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impudence and some humour, in whom Hatchwaj'

could confide, undertook to transcribe and deliver

it with his own hand, and also personate the man in

whose favour it was feigned to be writ. He ac-

cordingly one morning arrived on horseback at the

garrison, two hours at least before Trunnion used

to get up, and gave Pipes, who admitted him, to

understand, that he had a letter for his master,

which he was ordered to deliver to none but the

commodore himself. This message was no sooner

communicated, than the indignant chief, who had
been waked for the purpose, began to curse the

messenger for breaking his rest, and swore he would
not budge till his usual time of turning out. This
resolution being conveyed to the stranger, he desired

the carrier to go back and tell him, he had such
joyful tidings to impart, that he was sure the com-
modore would think himself amply rewarded for

his trouble, even if he had been raised from the

grave to receive them.

This assurance, flattering as it was, would not

have been powerful enough to persuade him, had it

not been assisted with the exhortations of his spouse,

which never failed to influence his conduct. He
therefore crept out of bed, though not without

great repugnance, and, wrapping himself in his

morning gown, was supported down stairs, rubbing
his eye, yawning fearfully, and grumbling all the
way. As soon as he popped his head into the par-

lour, the supposed stranger made divers awkward
bows, and with a grinning aspect accosted him in

these words. " Your most humble servant, most
noble commodore ! I hope you are in good health ;

you look pure and hearty
;
and, if it was not for

that misfortune of your eye, one would not desire

to see a more pleasant countenance in a summer's
day. Sure as I am a living soul, one woidd take
you to be on this side of threescore. Laud help us

!

I should have known you to be a Trunnion, if I had
met with you in the midst of Salisbury plain, as the
saying is." The commodore, who was not at all in

the humour of relishing such an impertinent pre-
amble, interrupted him in this place, saying, with a
peevish accent, "Pshaw! pshaw! brother, there's no
occasion to bowse out so much unnecessary gum ; if

you can't bring your discourse to bear on the right

subject, you had much bettei clap a stopper on your
tongue, and bring yourself up, d'ye see. I was told

you had something to deliver." "Deliver!" cried the
waggish impostor, " odds heart ! 1 have got some-
thing for you that will make your very entrails re-

joice within your body. Here's a letter from a dear
and worthy friend of yours. Take, read it, and be
happy. Blessings on his old heart! one would
think he had renewed his age, like the eagles."

Trunnion's expectation being thus raised, he called

for his spectacles, adjusted them to his eye, took
the letter, and, being curious to know the subscrip-

tion, no sooner perceived his uncle's name, than he
started back, his lip quivered, and he began to shake
in every limb with resentment and surprise ; never-
theless eager to know the subject of an epistle from
a person who had never before troubled him with
any sort of address, he endeavoured to recollect

himself, and perused the contents, which were
these.

" Loving Nephew,—I doubt not but you will be rejoiced
to hear of my welfare

; and well you may. considering what a
kind uncle I have been to you in the days of your youth, and
how little you deserved any such thins ; for you was always
a graceless young man, given to wicked courses and bad
lompany, whereby you would have come to a shameful end,

had it not been for my care in sending you out of mischiefs
way. But this is not the cause of my present writing. The
bearer, Mr. Timothy Trickle, is a distant relation of yours,
being the son of the cousin of your aunt Margery-, and is not
over and above well as to worldly matters. He thinks of going
to London, to see for some post in the excise or customs, if so
be that you w ill recommend him to some great man of your
acquaintance, and give him a small matter to keep him till

he is provided. I doubt not, nephew, but you will be glad
to serve him, if it was no more but for the respect you bear
to me, who am,

" Loving nephew, your affectionate uncle, and servant
tocommand, "Tobiah Trunnion."

It would be a difficult task for the inimitable

Hogarth himself to exhibit the ludicrous expression
of the commodore's countenance, while he read
this letter. It was not a stare of astonishment, a
convulsion of rage, or a ghastly grin of revenge,

but an association of all three, that took possession

of his features. At length he hawked up, with in-

credible straining, the interjection Ah ! that seemed
to have stuck some time in his windpipe, and thus

gave vent to his indignation. " Have I come along-

side of you at last, you old stinking curmudgeon !

you lie, you lousy hulk, you lie—you did all in

your power to founder me when I was a stripling

;

and, as for being graceless, and wicked, and keep-
ing bad company, you tell a d—ned lie again, you
thief ; there was not a more peaceable lad in the

county, and I kept no bad company but your own,
d'ye see. Therefore, you Trickle, or what's your
name, tell the old rascal that sent you hither, that I

spit in his face, and call him horse ; that I tear his

letter into rags, so ; and that I trample upon it as I

would upon his own villanous carcase, d'ye see."

So saying, he danced in a short of frenzy upon the

fragments of the paper, which he had scattered

about the room, to the inexpressible satisfaction of

the triumvirate, who beheld the scene.

The exciseman having got between him and the

door, which was left open for his escape, in case of

necessity, affected great confusion and surprise at

his behaviour, saying, with an air of mortification,
" Lord be merciful unto me ! is this the way you
treat your own relations, and the recommendation
of your best friend ! Surely all gratitude and
virtue has left this sinful world ! What will cousin

Tim, and Lick, and Tom, and good mother Pipkin,

and her daughters, cousins Sue and Prue, and Peg,
with all the rest of our kinsfolk, say, when they
hear of this unconscionable reception that I have
met with ? Consider, sir, that ingratitude is worse
than the sin of witchcraft, as the Apostle wisely
observes ; and do not send me away with such un-
christian usage, which will lay a heavy load of
guilt upon your poor miserable soul." "What,
you are on a cruise for a post, brother Trickle,
an't ye ?" said Trunnion, interrupting him, " we
shall find a post for you in a trice, my boy. Here,
Pipes, take this saucy son of a bitch, belay him to

the whipping-post in the yard. I'll teach you to

rowce me in the morning with such impertinent
messages." Pipes, who wanted to carry the joke
farther than the exciseman dreamed of, laid hold of
him in a twinkling, and executed the orders of his
commander, notwithstanding all his nods, winking,
and significant gestures, which the boatswain's
mate would by no means understand ; so that he
began to repent of the part he acted in this per-
formance, which was like to end so tragically, and
stood fastened to the stake, in a very disagreeable
state of suspense, casting many a rueful look over
his left shoulder, while Pipes was absent in quest of

»
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a cat and nine tails, in expectation of being relieved

by the interposition of the lieutenant, who did not,

however, appear. Tom, returning with the instru-

ment of correction, undressed the delinquent in a

trice, and whispering in his ear, that he was very

sorry for being employed in such an office, but durst

not for his soul disobey the orders of his comman-
der, flourished the scourge about his head, and,

with admirable dexterity, made such a smarting

application to the offender's back and shoulders,

that the distracted ganger performed sundry new
cuts with his feet, and bellowed hideously with pain,

to the infinite satisfaction of the spectators. At
length, when he was almost flea'd from his rump to

the nape of his neck, Hatchway, who had purposely

absented himself hitherto, appeared in the yard,

and, interposing in his behalf, prevailed upon Trun-

nion to call off the executioner, and ordered the

malefactor to be released.

The exciseman, mad with the catastrophe he had
undergone, threatened to be revenged upon his em-
ployers, by making a candid confession of the

whole plot ; but the lieutenant giving him to under-

stand, that, in so doing, he would bring upon him-

self a prosecution for fraud, forgery, and imposture,

he was fain to put up with his loss, and sneaked

out of the garrison, attended with a volley of

curses discharged upon him by the commodore,
who was exceedingly irritated by the disturbance

and disappointment he had undergone.

CHAPTER XV.

The Commodore detects the Machinations of the Conspira-

tors, and hires a Tutor for Peregrine, whom he settles at

Winchester School.

This was not the least affliction he suffered from

the unwearied endeavours and inexhausted inven-

tion of his tormentors, who harassed him with such

a variety of mischievous pranks, than he began to

think all the devils in hell had conspired against

his peace ; and accordingly became very serious

and contemplative on the subject.

In the course of his meditations, when he re-

collected and compared the circumstances of every

mortification to which he had been lately exposed,

he could not help suspecting that some of them
must have been contrived to vex him ; and, as he

was not ignorant of his lieutenant's disposition, nor

unacquainted with the talents of Peregrine, he re-

solved to observe them both for the future with the

utmost care and circumspection. This resolution,

aided by the incautious conduct of the conspirators,

whom, by this time, success had rendered heedless

and indiscreet, was attended with the desired effect.

He in a little time detected Perry in a new plot,

and, by dint of a little chastisement, and a great

many threats, extorted from bun a confession of all

the contrivances in which he had been concerned.

The commodore was thunderstruck at the discovery,

and so much incensed against Hatchway for the

part he had acted in the whole, that he deliberated

with himself, whether he should demand satisfac-

tion with sword and pistol, or dismiss him from the

garrison, and renounce all friendship with him at

once. But he had been so long accustomed to Jack's
company, that he could not live without him ; and,

upon more cool reflection, perceiving that what he
had done was rather the effect of wantonness than

malice, which he himself would have laughed to

see take place upon any other person, he deter

mined to devour his chagrin, and extend his for-

giveness even to Pipes, whom, in the first sally of

his passion, he had looked upon in a more criminal

light than that of a simple mutineer. This deter-

mination was seconded by another, which he thought

absolutely necessary for his own repose, and inwhich
his own interest, and that of his nephew concurred.

Peregrine, who was now turned of twelve, had
made such advances under the instruction of Jen-

nings, that he often disputed upon grammar, and
was sometimes thought to have the better in his

contests with the parish priest, who, notwithstand-

ing this acknowledged superiority of his antagonist,

did great justice to his genius, which he assured

Mr. Trunnion would be lost for want of cultivation,

if the boy was not immediately sent to prosecute

his studies at some proper seminary of learning.

This maxim had been more than once inculcated

upon the commodore by Mrs. Trunnion, who, over

and above the deference she paid to the parson's

opinion, had a reason of her own for wishing to see

the house clear of Peregrine, at whose prying dis-

position she began to be very uneasy. Induced by
these motives, which were joined by the solicitation

of the youth himself, who ardently longed to see a

little more of the world, his uncle determined to

send him forthwith to Winchester, under the imme-
diate care and inspection of a governor, to whom
he allowed a very handsome appointment for that

purpose. This gentleman, whose name was Mr.

Jacob Jolter, had been schoolfellow with the parson

of the parish, who recommended him to Mrs. Trun-

nion as a person of great worth and learning, in

every respect qualified for the office of a tutor. He
likewise added, by way of eulogium, that he was a

man of exemplary piety, and particularly zealous

for the honour of the church of which he was a

member, having been many years in holy orders,

though he did not then exercise any function of

the priesthood. Indeed Mr. Jolter's zeal was so

exceedingly fervent, as on some occasions to get

the better of his discretion; for, being a high

churchman, and of consequence a malcontent, his

resentment was habituated into an unsurmountable

prejudice against the present disposition of affairs,

which, by confounding the nation with the ministry,

sometimes led him into erroneous, not to say absurd

calculations ; otherwise a man of good morals, well

versed in mathematics and school divinity, studies

which had not at all contributed to sweeten and

unbend the natural sourness and severity of his

complexion.
This gentleman being destined to the charge of

superintending Perry's education, everything was

prepared for their departure ; and Tom Pipes, in

consequence of his own petition, put into livery,

and appointed footman to the young squire. But,

before they set out, the commodore paid the compli-

ment ofcommunicatinghis design to Mr. Pickle, who
approved of the plan, though he durst not venture

to see the boy ; so much was he intimidated by the

remonstrances of his wife, whose aversion to her

firstborn became every day more inveterate and

unaccountable. This unnatural caprice seemed to

be supported by a consideration which, one would

imagine, might have rather vanquished her disgust.

Her second son Gam, who was now in the fourth

year of his age, had been rickety from the cradle,

and as remarkably unpromising in appearance as

Perry was agreeable in his person. As the de-
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formity increased, the mother's fondness was aug-

mented, and the virulence of her hate against the

other son seemed to prevail in the same proportion.

Far from allowing Perry to enjoy the common
privileges of a child, she would not suffer him to

approach his father's house, expressed uneasiness

whenever his name happened to be mentioned,

sickened at his praise, and in all respects behaved

like a most rancorous stepmother. Though she no

longer retained that ridiculous notion of his being

an impostor, she still continued to abhor him, as if

she really believed him to be such ; and when any
person desired to know the cause of her surprising

dislike, she always lost her temper, and peevishly

replied, that she had reasons of her own, which she

was not obliged to declare
;
nay, so much was she

affected by this vicious partiality, that she broke off

all commerce with her sister-in-law and the com-
modore, because they favoured the poor child with

their countenance and protection.

Her malice, however, was frustrated by the love

and generosity of Trunnion, who, having adopted

him as his own son, equipped him accordingly, and
carried him and his governor in his own coach to

the place of destination, where they were settled on
a very genteel footing, and everything regulated

according to their desires.

Mrs. Trunnion behaved with great decency at the

departure of her nephew, to whom, with a great

many pious advices and injunctions to behave with

submission and reverence towards his tutor, she

presented a diamond ring of small value, and a gold

medal, as tokens of her affection and esteem. As
for the lieutenant, he accompanied them in the

coach ; and such was the friendship he had con-

tracted for Perry, that, when the commodore pro-

posed to return, after having accomplished the

intent of his journey, Jack absolutely refused to

attend him, and signified his resolution to stay

where he was.

Trunnion was the more startled at this declara-

tion, as Hatchway was become so necessary to him
in almost all the purposes of his life, that he fore-

saw he should not be able to exist without his com-
pany. Not a little affected with this consideration,

he turned his eye ruefully upon the lieutenant,

saying, in a piteous tone, " What ! leave me at last,

Jack, after we have weathered so many hard gales

together ? D—n my limbs ! I thought you had
been more of an honest heart. I looked upon you
as my foremast, and Tom Pipes as my mizen ; now
he is carried away ; if so be as you go too, my
standing rigging being decayed, d'ye see, the first

squall will bring me by the board. D—n ye, if in

case I have given offence, can't you speak above

board, and I shall make you amends."

Jack being ashamed to own the true situation of

his thoughts, after some hesitation, answered with

perplexitj' and incoherence, " No, d—me ! that an't

the case neither ; to be sure you always used me in

an officer-like manner, that I must own, to give the

devil his due, as the saying is ; but for all that, this

here is the case, I have some thoughts of going to

school myself, to learn your Latin lingo
;

for, as the

saying is, Better mend late than never. And I am
informed as how one can get more for the money
here than anywhere else."

In vain did Trunnion endeavour to convince him
of the folly of going to school at his years, by
representing that the boys would make game of him,

and that he would become a laughing-stock to all

the world ; he persisted in his resolution to stay

and the commodore was fain to have recourse to

the mediation of Pipes and Perry, who employed

their influence with Jack, and at last prevailed

upon him to return to the garrison, after Trunnion

had promised he should be at liberty to visit them

once a month. This stipulation being settled, he

and his friend took leave of the pupil, governor,

and attendant, and next morning set out for their

habitation, which they reached in safety that same

night.

Such was Hatchway's reluctance to leave Pere-

grine, that he is said, for the first time in his life, to

have looked misty at parting: certain I am, that, on

the road homewards, after a long pause of silence,

which the commodore never dreamed of interrupt-

ing, he exclaimed all of a sudden, " I'll be d—n'd

if the dog ha'n't given me some stuff to make me
love him." Indeed there was something congenial

in the disposition of these two friends, which never

failed to manifest itself in the sequel, howsoever dif-

ferent their education, circumstances, and con-

nexions happened to be.

CHAPTER XVI.

Peregrine distinguishes himself among his School-fellows,

exposes his Tutor, and attracts the particular Notice of

the Master.

Thus left to the prosecution of his studies, Pere-

grine was in a little time a distinguished character,

not only for his acuteness of apprehension, but also

for that mischievous fertility of fancy, of which we
have already given such pregnant examples. But,

as there was a great number of such luminaries in

this new sphere to which he belonged, his talents

were not so conspicuous, while they shone in his

single capacity, as they afterwards appeared, when
they concentred and reflected the rays of the whole

constellation.

At first he confined himself to piddling game,

exercising his genius upon his own tutor, who
attracted his attention, by endeavouring to season

his mind with certain political maxims, the fallacy

of which he had discernment enough to perceive.

Scarce a day passed in which he did not find means
to render Mr. Jolter the object of ridicule ; his

violent prejudices, ludicrous vanity, awkward
solemnity, and ignorance of mankind, afforded

continual food for the raillery, petulance, and satire

of his pupil, who never neglected an opportunity of

laughing, and making others laugh at his expense.

Sometimes, in their parties, by mixing brandy in

his wine, he decoyed this pedagogue into a debauch,

during which his caution forsook him, and he ex-
posed himself to the censure of the company. Some-
times, when the conversation turned upon intricate

subjects, he practised upon him the Socratic me-
thod of confutation, and, under pretence of being

informed, by an artful train of puzzling questions,

insensibly betrayed him into self-contradiction.

All the remains of authority which he had hitherto

preserved over Peregrine soon vanished ; so that,

for the future, no sort of ceremony subsisted be-

twixt them ; and all Mr. Jolter's precepts were
conveyed in hints of friendly advice, which the

other might either follow or neglect at his own
pleasure. No wonder, then, that Peregrine gave a
loose to his inclinations, and, by dint of genius, and
an enterprising temper, made a figure among the

younger class of heroes in the school.
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Before he had heen a full year at Winchester, he

had signalized himself in so many achievements in

defiance to the laws and regulations of the place,

that he was looked upon with admiration, and ac-

tually chosen Dux, or leader, by a large body of

his cotemporaries. It was not long before his fame
reached the ears of his master, who sent for Mr.

Jolter, communicated to him the informations he

had received, and desired him to check the vivacity

of his charge, and redouble his vigilance in time to

come, else he should be obliged to make a public

example of his pupil for the benefit of the school.

The governor, conscious of his own unimpor-
tance, was not a little disconcerted at this injunction,

which it was not in his power to fulfil by any com-
pulsive means. He therefore went home in a very

pensive mood, and, after mature deliberation, re-

solved to expostulate with Peregrine in the most
familiar terms, and endeavour to dissuade him from
practices which might affect his character as well

as interest. He accordingly frankly told him the

subject of the master's discourse, represented the

disgrace he might incur by neglecting this warn-
ing, and, putting him in mind of his own situation,

hinted the consequences of the commodore's dis-

pleasure, in case he should be brought to disap-

prove of his conduct. These insinuations made the

greater impression, as they were delivered with
many expressions of friendship and concern. The
young gentleman was not so raw but that he could
perceive the solidity of Mr. Jolter's advice, to which
he promised to conform, because his pride was in-

terested in the affair ; and he considered his own
reformation as the only means of avoiding that in-

famy which, even in idea, he could not bear.

His governor, finding him so reasonable, profited

by these moments of reflection
; and, in order to

prevent a relapse, proposed that he should engage
in some delightful study that would agreeably amuse
his imagination, and gradually detach him from
those connexions which had involved him in so

many troublesome adventures. For this purpose,

he, with many rapturous encomiums, recommended
the mathematics, as yielding more rational and sen-
sible pleasures to a youthful fancy than any other
subject of contemplation, and actually began to read
Euclid with him that same afternoon.

Peregrine entered upon this branch of learning
with all that warmth of application which boys
commonly yield on the first change of study ; but
he had scarce advanced beyond the Pons Asinorum,
when his ardour abated ; the test of truth by de-
monstration did not elevate him to those transports
of joy with which his preceptor had regaled his ex-
pectation ; and before he arrived at the fortieth-

and-seventh proposition, he began to yawn drearily,

make abundance of wry faces, and thought him-
self but indifferently paid for his attention, when
he shared the vast discovery of Pythagoras, and
understood that the square of the hypothenuse was
equal to the squares of the other "two sides of a
right-angled triangle. He was ashamed, however,
to fail in his undertaking, and persevered with great
industry, until he had finished the first four books,
acquired plain trigonometry, with the method of
algebraical calculation, and made himself well ac-
quainted with the principles of surveying ; but no
consideration could prevail upon him "to extend his
inquiries farther in this science, and he returned
with double relish to his former avocations, like a
stream, which, being dammed, accumulates more

force, and, bursting over its mounds, rushes uown
with double impetuosity.

Mr. Jolter saw with astonishment and chagrin,

but could not resist the torrent. His behaviour was
now no other than a series of license and effrontery

prank succeeded prank, and outrage followed out-

rage, with surprising velocity. Complaints were
every day preferred against him ; in vain were ad-

monitions bestowed by the governor in private, and
menaces discharged by the masters in public ; he
disregarded the first, despised the latter, divested

himself of all manner of restraint, and proceeded in

his career to such a pitch of audacity, that a con-
sultation was held upon the subject, in which it

was determined that this untoward spirit should be
humbled by a severe and ignominious flogging for

the very next offence he should commit. In the

mean time, Mr. Jolter was desired to write, in the

master's name, to the commodore, requesting him
to remove Tom Pipes from the person of his nephew,
the said Pipes being a principal actor and abettor

in all his malversations ; and to put a stop to the

monthly visitations of the mutilated lieutenant, who
had never once failed to use his permission, but
came punctual to a day, always fraught with some
new invention. Indeed, by this time, Mr. Hatch-
way was as well known, and much better beloved
by every boy in the school, than the master who
instructed him, and always received by a number
of scholars, who used to attend Peregrine when he
went forth to meet his friend, and conduct him to

his lodging with public testimonies of joy and ap-

plause.

As for Tom Pipes, he was not so properly the

attendant of Peregrine, as master of the revels to

the whole school. He mingled in all their parties,

and superintended their diversions, deciding be-

tween boy and boy, as if he acted by commission
under the great seal. He regulated their motions
by his whistle, instructed the young boys in the

games of hustle-cap, leap-frog, and chuck-farthing;

imparted to those of a more advanced age, the

sciences of cribbage and all-fours, together with

the method of storming the castle, acting the co-

medy of Prince Arthur, and other pantomimes, as

they are commonly exhibited at sea ; and instructed

the seniors, who were distinguished by the appella-

tion of bloods, in cudgel-playing, dancing the St.

Giles's hornpipe, drinking flip, and smoking tobacco.

These qualifications had rendered him so necessary

and acceptable to the scholars, that, exclusive of

Perry's concern in the affair, his dismission, in all

probability, would have produced some dangerous
convulsion in the community. Jolter, therefore,

knowing his importance, informed his pupil of the

directions he had. received, and very candidly asked

how he should demean himself in the execution

;

for he durst not write to the commodore without

this previous notice, fearing that the young gentle-

man, as soon as he should get an inkling of the

affair, would follow the example, and make his

uncle acquainted with certain anecdotes, which it

was the governor's interest to keep concealed.

Peregrine was of opinion that he should spare him-
self the trouble of conveying any complaints to the

commodore, and if questioned by the master, assure

him he had complied with his desire ; at the same
time he promised faithfully to conduct himself with

such circumspection for the future, that the mas-
ters should have no temptation to revive the in-

quiry. But the resolution attending this extorted
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promise was too frail to last, and, in less than a

fortnight, our young hero found himself entangled

in an adventure, from which he was not extricated

with his usual good fortune.

CHAPTER XVH.
He is concerned in a dangerous Adventure with a certain

Gardener—Sublimes his Ideas, commences Gallant, and

becomes acquainted with Miss Emily Gauntlet.

He, and some of his companions, one day entered

a garden in the suburbs, and having indulged their

appetites, desired to know what satisfaction they

must make for the fruit they had pulled. The gar-

dener demanded what, in their opinion, was an ex-

orbitant price ; and they, with many opprobrious

terms, refused to pay it. The peasant being surly

and untractable, insisted upon his right ; neither

was he deficient nor sparing in the eloquence of

vulgar abuse. His guests attempted to retreat ; a

scuffle ensued, in which Peregrine lost his cap ; and
the gardener, being in danger, from the number of

his foes, called to his wife to let loose the dog, who
instantly flew to his master's assistance, and, after

having tore the leg of one, and the shoulder of an-

other, put the whole body of the scholars to flight.

Enraged at the indignity which had been offered

them, they solicited a reinforcement of their friends,

and, with Tom Pipes at their head, marched back
to the field of battle. Their adversary seeing them
approach, called his apprentice, who worked at the

other end of the ground, to his assistance, armed
him with a mattock, while he himself wielded an

hoe, bolted his door on the inside, and, flanked with

his man and mastiff, waited the attack without

flinching. He had not remained three minutes in

this posture of defence, when Pipes, who acted as

the enemy's forlorn hope, advanced to the gate with

great intrepidity, and clapping his foot to the door,

which was none of the stoutest, with the execution

and despatch of a petard, split it into a thousand
pieces. This sudden execution had an immediate
effect upon the 'prentice, who retreated with great

precipitation, and escaped at a postern. But the

master placed himself like another Hercules in the

breach ; and when Pipes, brandishing his cudgel,

stepped forward to engage him, levelled his wea-

pon with such force and dexterity at his head, that,

had the skull been made of penetrable stuff, the

iron edge must have cleft his pate in twain. Case-

mated as he was, the instrument cut sheer even to

the bone, on which it struck with such amazing
violence, that sparks of real fire were produced by
the collision. And let not the incredulous reader

pretend to doubt the truth of this phenomenon, un-

til he shall have first perused the ingenious Peter

Kolben's Natural History of the Cape of Good
Hope, where the inhabitants commonly use to

strike fire with the shin-bones of lions, which have

been killed in that part of Africa.

Pipes, though a little disconcerted, far from being

disabled by the blow, in a trice retorted the com-
pliment with his truncheon ; which, had not his

antagonist expeditiously slipped his head aside,

would have laid him breathless across his own
threshold ; but, happily for him, he received the

salutation upon his right shoulder, which crashed

beneath the stroke, and the hoe dropped instantly

from his tingling hand. Tom perceiving, and being

unwilling to forego the advantage he had gained,

darted his head into the bosom of this son of earth,

and overturned him on the plain, being himself that

instant assaulted by the mastiff, who fastened upon

the outside of his thigh. Feeling himself incom-

moded by this assailant in his rear, he quitted the

prostrate gardener to the resentment of his asso-

ciates, who poured upon him in shoals, and, turning

about, laid hold with both his hands of this ferocious

animal's throat, which he squeezed with such in-

credible force and perseverance, that the creature

quitted his hold, his tongue lolled out of his jaws,

the blood started from his eyes, and he swung a

lifeless trunk between the hands of his vanquisher.

It was well for his master that he did not longer

exist! for by this time he was overwhelmed by

such a multitude of foes, that his whole body scarce

afforded points of contact to all the fists that drum-
med upon it, consequently, to use a vulgar phrase,

his wind was almost knocked out, before Pipes had

leisure to interpose in his behalf, and persuade his

offenders to desist, by representing that the wife

had gone to alarm the neighbourhood, and that in

all probability they would be intercepted in their

return. They accordingly listened to his remon-

strances, and marched homewards in triumph,

leaving the gardener in the embraces of his mother

earth, from which he had not power to move when
he was found by his disconsolate helpmate and

some friends, whom she had assembled for his as-

sistance. Among these was a blacksmith and farrier,

who took cognizance of his carcass, every limb of

which having examined, he declared there was no

bone broke, and, taking out his fleam, blooded him
plentifully as he lay. He was then conveyed to his

bed, from which he was not able to stir during a

whole month. His family coming upon the parish,

a formal complaint was made to the master of the

school, and Peregrine represented as the ringleader

of those who committed this barbarous assault.

An inquiry was immediately set on foot, and the

articles of impeachment being fully proved, our

hero was sentenced to be severely chastised in the

face of the whole school. This was a disgrace, the

thoughts of which his proud heart could not brook.

He resolved to make his elopement rather than un-

dergo the punishment to which he was doomed;
and having signified his sentiments to his confe-

derates, they promised, one and all, to stand by
him, and either screen him from the chastisement,

or share his fate.

Confiding in this friendly protestation, he ap-

peared unconcerned on the day that was appointed

for his punishment
;
and, when he was called to his

destiny, advanced towards the scene, attended by
the greatest part of the scholars, who intimated

their determination to the master, and proposed

that Peregrine should be forgiven. The superior

behaved with that dignity of demeanour which
became his place, represented the folly and pre-

sumption of their demand, reprehended them for

their audacious proceeding, and ordered every boy
to his respective station. They obeyed his com-
mand, and our unfortunate hero was publicly horsed,

in terrorem of all whom it might concern.

This disgrace had a very sensible effect upon the

mind of Peregrine, who having by this time passed

the fourteenth year of his age, began to adopt the

pride and sentiments of a man. Thus dishonourably
stigmatized, he was ashamed to appear in public as

usual ; he was in-censed against his companions for

their infidelity and irresolution, and plunged into a
profound reverie that lasted several weeks, during
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which he shook off his boyish connexions, and
fixed his view upon objects which he thought more
worthy of his attention.

In the course of his gymnastic exercises, at which
he was very expert, he contracted intimacies with

several youths who were greatly his superiors in

point of age, and who, pleased with his aspiring

genius and address, introduced him into parties of

gallantry which strongly captivated his inclination.

He was by nature particularly adapted for succeed-

ing in adventures of this kind ; over and above a

most engaging person, that improved with his years,

he possessed a dignified assurance, an agreeable

ferocity which enhanced the conquest of the fair

who had tne good fortune to enslave him, unlimited

generosity, and a fund of humour which never

failed to please. Nor was he deficient in the more
solid accomplishments of youth ; he had profited

in his studies beyond expectation, and besides that

sensibility of discernment which is the foundation

of taste, and in consequence of which he dis-

tinguished and enjoyed the beauties of the classics,

he had already given several specimens of a very
promising poetic talent.

With this complexion and these qualifications

no wonder that our hero attracted the notice and
affections of the young Delias in town, whose hearts

had just begun to flutter for they knew not what.

Inquiries were made concerning his condition ; and
no sooner were his expectations known, than he
was invited and caressed by all the parents, while

their daughters vied with each other in treating

him with particular complacency. He inspired love

and emulation wherever he appeared ; envy and
jealous rage followed of course ; so that he became
a very desirable, though a very dangerous acquaint-

ance. His moderation was not equal to his success

;

his vanity took the lead of his passions, dissipating

his attention, which might otherwise have fixed

him to one object ; and he was possessed with the

rage of increasing the number of his conquests.

With this view he frequented public walks, concerts,

and assemblies, became remarkably rich and fa-

shionable in his clothes, gave entertainments to the

ladies, and was in the utmost hazard of turning out
a most egregious coxcomb.
While his character thus wavered between the

ridicule of some, and the regard of others, an acci-

dent happened, which, by contracting his view to

one object, detached him from those vain pursuits

that would in time have plunged him into an abyss
of folly and contempt. Being one evening at the
ball which is always given to the ladies at the time
of the races, the person who acted as master of the

ceremonies, knowing how fond Mr. Pickle was of
every opportunity to display himself, came up and
told him that there was a fine young creature at the
other end of the room, who seemed to have a great
inclination to dance a minuet, but wanted a partner,
the gentleman who attended her being in boots.

Peregrine's vanity being aroused at this intima-
tion, he went up to reconnoitre the young lady, and
was struck with admiration at her beauty. She
seemed to be of his own age, was tall, and, though
slender, exquisitely shaped ; her hair was auburn,
and in such plenty, that the barbarity of dress had
not been able to prevent it from shading both sides
of her forehead, which was high and polished ; the
contour of her face was oval, her nose very little

raised in the aquiline form, that contributed to the
spirit and dignity of her aspect ; her mouth was

small, her lips plump, juicy, and delicious, her teeth

regular and white as driven snow, her complexion
incredibly delicate and glowing with health, and
her full blue eyes beamed forth vivacity and love.

Her mien was at the same time commanding and
engaging, her address perfectly genteel, and her

whole appearance so captivating, that our young
Adonis looked, and was overcome.

He no sooner recollected himself from his as-

tonishment, than he advanced to her with a graceful

air of respect, and begged she would do him the

honour to walk a minuet with him. She seemed
particularly pleased with his application, and very
frankly complied with his request. The pair was
too remarkable to escape the particular notice of

the company ; Mr. Pickle was well known by almost

every body in the room ; but his partner was alto-

gether a new face, and of consequence underwent
the criticism of all the ladies in the assembly. One
whispered, " She has a good complexion, but don't

you think she is a little awry ?" a second pitied her
tor her masculine nose ; a third observed, that she

was awkward for want of seeing company ; a fourth

distinguished something very bold in her counte-

nance
; and, in short, there was not a beauty in her

whole composition which the glass of envy did not

pervert into a blemish.

The men, however, looked upon her with dif-

ferent eyes : among them her appearance produced
an universal murmur of applause ; they encircled

the space on which she danced, and were enchanted
by her graceful motion. While they launched out

in the praise of her, they expressed their dis-

pleasure at the good fortune of her partner, whom
they d—ed for a little finical coxcomb, that was
too much engrossed by the contemplation of his

own person, to discern or deserve the favour of his

fate. He did not hear, therefore could not repine

at these invectives ; but while they imagined he
indulged his vanity, a much more generous passion

had taken possession of his heart.

Instead of that petulance of gaiety for which he
had been distinguished in his public appearance, he

now gave manifest signs of confusion and concern

;

he danced with an anxiety which impeded his

performance, and blushed to the eyes at every false

step he made. Though this extraordinary agita-

tion was overlooked by the men, it could not escape

the observation of the ladies, who perceived it with

equal surprise and resentment; and when Pere-

grine led this fair unknown to her seat, expressed

their pique in an affected titter, which broke from

every mouth at the same instant, as if all of them
had been informed by the same spirit.

Peregrine was nettled at this unmannerly mark
of disapprobation, and, in order to increase their

chagrin, endeavoured to enter into particular con-

versation with their fair rival. The young lady

herself, who neither wanted penetration, nor the

consciousness of her own accomplishments, resented

their behaviour, though she triumphed at the cause

of it, and gave her partner all the encouragement
he could desire. Her mother, who was present,

thanked him for his civility, in taking such notice

of a stranger, and he received a compliment of the

same nature from the young gentleman in boots,

who was her own brother.

If he was charmed with her appearance, he was
quite ravished with her discourse, which was sen-

sible, spirited, and gay. Her frank and sprightly

demeanour excited his own confidence and good
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humour ; and lie described to her the characters of

those females who had honoured them with such a

spiteful mark of distinction, in terms so replete with

humourous satire, that she seemed to listen with

particular complacency of attention, and distin-

guished every nymph thus ridiculed with such a

significant glance, as overwhelmed her with chagrin

and mortification. In short, they seemed to relish

each other's conversation, during winch our young
Damon acquitted himself with great skill in all

the duties of gallantry ; he laid hold of proper

opportunities to express his admiration of her

charms, had recourse to the silent rhetoric of ten-

der looks, breathed divers insidious sighs, and

attached himself wholly to her during the remain-

ing part of the entertainment.

When the company broke up, he attended her to

her lodgings, and took leave of her with a squeeze

of the hand, after having obtained permission to

visit her next morning, and been informed by the

mother that her name was Miss Emilia Gauntlet.

All night long he closed not an eye, but amused
himselfwith plansof pleasure, which his imagination

suggested, in consequence of this new acquaintance.

He rose with the lark, adjusted his hair into an

agreeable negligence of curl, and, dressing himself

in a genteel grey frock, trimmed with silver binding,

waited with the utmost impatience for the hour of

ten, which no sooner struck than he hied him to

the place of appointment, and, inquiring for Miss

Gauntlet, was shown into a parlour. Here he had
not waited above ten minutes, when Emilia entered

in a most enchanting undress, with all the graces of

nature playing about her person, and in a moment
rivetted the chains of his slavery beyond the power

of accident to unbind.

Her mother being still a-bed, and her brother

gone to give orders about the chaise, in which they

proposed to return that same day to their own
habitation, he enjoyed her company tete-a-tete a

whole hour, during which he declared his love in

the most passionate terms, and begged that he

might be admitted into the number of those admi-

rers whom she permitted to visit and adore her.

She affected to look upon his vows and protesta-

tions as the ordinary effects of gallantry, and very

obligingly assured him, that, were she to live in

that place, she should be glad to see him often
;
but,

as the spot on which she resided was at a consider-

able distance, she could not expect he would go so

far upon such a trifling occasion, as to take the

trouble of providing himself with her mamma's
permission.

To this favourable hint he answered with all the

eagerness of the most fervid passion, that he had

uttered nothing but the genuine dictates of his

heart ; that he desired nothing so much as an oppor-

tunity of evincing the sincerity of his professions

;

and that, though she lived at the extremity of the

kingdom, he would find means to lay himself at her

feet, provided he could visit her with her mother's

consent, which he assured her he would not fail to

solicit.

She then gave him to understand, that her habi-

tation was about sixteen miles from Winchester, in

a village which she named, and where, as he could

easily collect from her discourse, he would be no

unwelcome guest.

In the midst of this communication they were
joined by Mrs. Gauntlet, who received him with great

courtesy, thanking him again for his politeness to

Emy at the ball, and anticipated his intentions, by
saying that she should be very glad to see him at

her house, if ever his occasions should call him that

way.

CHAPTER XVHI.

He inquires into the Situation of this Young Lady, with

whom he is enamoured—Elopes from School— Is found by

the Lieutenant, conveyed to Winchester, and sends a Letter

with a Copy of Verses to his Mistress.

He was transported with pleasure at this invitation,

which he assured her he should not neglect
;
and,

after a little more conversation on general topics,

took his leave of the charming Emilia and her

prudent mamma, who had perceived the first emo-

tions of Mr. Pickle's passion for her daughter, and

been at some pains to inquire about his family and

fortune.

Neither was Peregrine less inquisitive about the

situation and pedigree of his new mistress, who, he

learned, was the only daughter of a field officer,

who died before he had it in his power to make
suitable provision for his children; that the widow
lived in a frugal, though decent manner, on her

pension, assisted by the bounty of her relations

;

that the son carried arms as a volunteer in the

company which his father had commanded; and

that Emilia had been educated in London, at the

expense of a rich uncle, who was seized with the

whim of marrying at the age of fifty-five ; in con-

sequence of which, his niece had returned to her

mother, without any visible dependence, except on

her own conduct and qualifications.

This account, though it could not diminish his

affection, nevertheless alarmed his pride ; for his

warm imagination had exaggerated all his own
prospects; and he began to fear that his passion

for Emilia might be thought to derogate from the

dignity of his situation. The struggle between his

interest and love produced a perplexity which had

an evident effect upon his behaviour ; he became

pensive, solitary, and peevish, avoided all public

diversions, and grew so remarkably negligent in

his dress, that he was scarce distinguishable by his

own acquaintance. This contention of thoughts

continued several weeks, at the end of which the

charms of Emilia triumphed over every other con-

sideration. Having received a supply of money
from the commodore, who acted towards hhn with

great generosity, he ordered Pipes to put up some

linen, and other necessaries, in a sort of knapsack

which he could conveniently carry, and, thus at-

tended, set out early one morning on foot for the

village where his charmer lived, at which he ar-

rived before two o'clock in the afternoon ;
having

chosen this method of travelling, that his route

might not be so easily discovered, as it must have

been, had he hired horses, or taken a place in the

stage coach.

The first thing he did was to secure a convenient

lodging at the inn where he dined ; then he shifted

himself, and, according to the direction he had

received, went to the house of Mrs. Gauntlet in a

transport of joyous expectation. Ashe approached

the gate, his agitation increased, he knocked with

impatience and concern, the door opened, and he

had actually asked if Mrs. Gauntlet was at home,

before he perceived that the portress was no other

than his dear Emilia. She was not without emo-

tion at the unexpected sight of her lover, who
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instantly recognising his charmer, obeyed the irre-

sistible impulse of his love, and caught the fair

creature in his arms. Nor did she seem offended

at this forwardness of behaviour, which might have
displeased another of a less open disposition, or

less used to the freedom of a sensible education

;

but her natural frankness had been encouraged and
improved by the easy and familiar intercourse in

which she had been bred ; and therefore, instead

of reprimanding him with a severity of look, she
with great good humour rallied him upon his

assurance, which, she observed, was undoubtedly
the effect of his own conscious merit, and conducted
him into a parlour, where he found her mother,
who in very polite terms expressed her satisfaction

at seeing him within her house.

After tea, Miss Emy proposed an evening walk,
which they enjoyed through a variety of little copses
and lawns, watered by a most romantic stream, that

quite enchanted the imagination of Peregrine.

It was late before they returned from this agree-
able excursion ; and when our lover wished the

ladies good night, Mrs. Gauntlet insisted upon his

staying to supper, and treated him with particular

demonstrations of regard and affection. As her
economy was not encumbered with an unnecessary
number of domestics, her own presence was often

required in different parts of the house ; so that

the young gentleman was supplied with frequent
opportunities of promoting his suit, by all the
tender oaths and insinuations that his passion could
suggest. He protested her idea had taken such
entire possession of his heart, that, finding himself
unable to support her absence one day longer, he
had quitted his studies, and left his governor by
stealth, that he might visit the object of his adora-
tion, and be blessed in her company for a few days
without interruption.

She listened to his addresses with such affability

as denoted approbation and delight, and gently
chid him as a thoughtless truant, but carefully

avoided the confession of a mutual flame ; because
she discerned, in the midst of all his tenderness, a
levity of pride which she durst not venture to trust

with such a declaration. Perhaps she was con-
firmed in this caution by her mother, who very
wisely, in her civilities to him, maintained a sort

of ceremonious distance, which she thought not
only requisite for the honour and interest of her
family, but likewise for her own exculpation, should
she ever be taxed with having encouraged or
abetted him in the imprudent sallies of his youth.
Yet, notwithstanding this affected reserve, he was
treated with such distinction by both, that he was
ravished with his situation, and became more and
more enamoured every day.

While he remained under the influence of this

sweet intoxication, his absence produced great
disturbance at Winchester. Mr. Jolter was griev-
ously afflicted at his abrupt departure, which
alarmed him the more, as it happened after a long
fit of melancholy which he had perceived in his

pupil. He communicated his apprehensions to the
master of the school, who advised him to apprize
the commodore of his nephew's disappearance, and
in the mean time inquire at all the inns in town,
whether he had hired horses, or any sort of carriage,
for his conveyance, or was met with on the road by
any person who could give an account of the direc-
tion in which he travelled.

Tihs scrutiny, though performed with great

diligence and minuteness, was altogether ineffec -

tual ;
they could obtain no intelligence of the

runaway. Mr. Trunnion was well nigh distracted

at the news of his flight; he raved with great

fury at the imprudence of Peregrine, whom, in his

first transports, he d—ed as an ungrateful deserter

;

then he cursed Hatchway and Pipes, who he swore
had foundered the lad by their pernicious counsels

;

and, lastly, transferred his execrations upon Jolter,

because he had not kept a better look-out : finally,

he made an apostrophe to that son of a bitch the

gout, which for the present disabled him from
searching for his nephew in person. That he

might not, however, neglect any means in his

power, he immediately despatched expresses to all

the sea-port towns on that coast, that he might be

prevented from leaving the kingdom ; and the

lieutenant, at his own desire, was sent across the

country, in quest of this young fugitive.

Four days had he unsuccessfully carried on his

inquiries with great accuracy, when, resolving to

return by Winchester, where he hoped to meet
with some hints of intelligence, by which he

might profit in his future search, he struck off the

common road, to take the benefit of a nearer cut,

and finding himself benighted near a village, took

up his lodgings at the first inn to which his horse

directed him. Having bespoke something for

supper, and retired to his chamber, where he amused
himself with a pipe, he heard a confused noise of

rustic jollity, which being all of a sudden interrupted,

after a short pause his ear was saluted with the

voice of Pipes, who, at the solicitation of the com-
pany began to entertain them with a song.

Hatchway instantly recognised the well-known

sound, in which indeed he could not possibly be

mistaken, as nothing in nature bore the least re-

semblance to it ; he threw his pipe into the chim-
ney, and, snatching up one of his pistols, ran

immediately to the apartment from whence the

voice issued ; he no sooner entered, than, distin-

guishing his old ship-mate in a crowd of country

peasants, he in a moment sprung upon him, and.

clapping his pistol to his breast, exclaimed, " D—

n

you, Pipes, you are a dead man, if you don't imme-
diately produce young master."

This menacing application had a much greater

effect upon the company than upon Tom, who,

looking at the lieutenant with great tranquillity,

replied, " Why, so I can, Mr. Hatchway." " What

!

safe and sound ?" cried the other. " As a roach,"

answered Pipes, so much to the satisfaction of his

friend Jack, that he shook him by the hand, and

desired him to proceed with his song. This being

performed, and the reckoning discharged, the two
friends adjourned to the other room, where the

lieutenant was informed of the manner in which

the young gentleman had made his elopement from

college, as well as of the other particulars of his pre-

sent situation, as far as they had fallen within the

sphere of the relater's comprehension.
While they sat thus conferring together, Pere-

grine, having taken leave of his mistress for the

night, came home, and was not a little surprised

when Hatchway, entering his chamber in a sea

attitude, thrust out his hand by way of salutation.

His old pupil received him, as usual, with great

cordiality, and expressed his astonishment at meet-

ing him in that place ; but when he understood the

cause and intention of his arrival, he started with

concern, and, his visage glowing with indignation.
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told him he was old enough to he judge of his own
conduct, and, when he should see it convenient,

would return of himself ; hut those who thought

he was to he compelled to his duty would find them-
selves egregiously mistaken.

The lieutenant assured him, that, for his own
part, he had no intention to offer him the least

violence ; hut at the same time he represented to

him the danger of incensing the commodore, who
was already almost distracted on account of his

absence
;
and, in short, conveyed his arguments,

which were equally obvious and valid, in such ex-

pressions of friendship and respect, that Peregrine
yielded to his remonstrances, and promised to

accompany him next day to Winchester.

Hatchway, overjoyed at the success of his nego-
tiation, went immediately to the hostler, and be-

spoke a post-chaise for Mr. Pickle and his man,
with whom he afterwards indulged himself in a

double can of rumbo, and when the night was
pretty far advanced, left the lover to his repose,

or rather to the thorns of his own meditation ; for

he slept not one moment, being incessantly tor-

tured with the prospect of parting from his divine

Emilia, who had now acquired the most absolute

empire over his soul. One minute he proposed to

depart early in the morning, without seeing his en-

chantress, in whose bewitching presence he durst

not trust his own resolution. Then the thoughts

of leaving her in such an abrupt and disrespectful

manner interposed in favour of his love and honour.

This war of sentiments kept him all night upon the

rack, and it was time to rise before he had deter-

mined to visit his charmer, and candidly impart
the motives that induced him to leave her.

He accordingly repaired to her mother's house
with a heavy heart, being attended to the gate by
Hatchway, who did not choose to leave him alone ;

and, being admitted, found Emilia just risen, and,

in his opinion, more beautiful than ever.

Alarmed at his early visit, and the gloom that

overspread his countenance, she stood in silent ex-
pectation of hearing some melancholy tidings ; and
it was not till after a considerable pause that he
collected resolution enough to tell her he was come
to take his leave. Though she strove to conceal

her sorrow, nature was not to be suppressed
;
every

feature of her countenance saddened in a moment,
and it was not without the utmost difficulty that

she kept her lovely eyes from overflowing. He
saw the situation of her thoughts, and, in order to

alleviate her concern, assured her he should find

means to see her again in a very few weeks ; mean-
while he communicated his reasons for departing,

in which she readily acquiesced ; and having mutu-
ally consoled each other, their transports of grief

subsided, and before Mrs. Gauntlet came down
stairs, they were in a condition to behave with

great decency and resignation.

This good lady expressed her concern when she

learned his resolution, saying, she hoped his occa-'

sions and inclination would permit him to favour

them with his agreeable company another time.

The lieutenant, who began to be uneasy at Pere-
grine's stay, knocked at the door, and being intro-

duced by his friend, had the honour of breakfasting

with the ladies ; on which occasion his heart re-

ceived such a rude shock from the charms of

Emilia, that he afterwards made a merit with his

friend of having constrained himself so far as to

forbear commencing his professed rival.

At length they bade adieu to their kind enter-

tainers, and in less than an hour setting out from
the inn, arrived about two o'clock in Winchester,
where Mr. Jolter was overwhelmed with joy at

their appearance.

The nature of this adventure being unknown to

all except those who could be depended upon, every
body who inquired about the cause of Peregrine's

absence, was told that he had been with a relation

in the country, and the master condescended to

overlook his indiscretion ; so that Hatchway, seeing
everything settled to the satisfaction of his friend,

returned to the garrison, and gave the commodore
an account of his expedition.

The old gentleman was very much startled when
he heard there was a lady in the case, and very
emphatically observed, that a man had better be
sucked into the gulf of Florida, than once get into

the indraught of a woman
; because, in one case,

he may with good pilotage bring out his vessel safe

between the Bahamas and the Indian shore ; but in

the other there is no outlet at all, and it is in vain to

strive against the current ; so that of course he
must be embayed, and run chuck upon a lee shore.

He resolved, therefore, to lay the state of the case
before Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, and concert such mea-
sures with him as should be thought likeliest to

detach his son from the pursuit of an idle amour,
which could not fail of interfering in a dangerous
manner with the plan of his education.

In the meantime, Perry's ideas were totally en-
grossed by his amiable mistress, who, whether he
slept or waked, was still present in his imagination,
which produced the following stanzas in her praise.

Adieu, ye streams that smoothly flow,

Ye vernal airs that softly blow,
Ye plains by blooming spring array'd,

Ye birds that warble through the shade.

Unhurt from you my soul could fly,

Nor drop one tear, nor heave one sigh;

But forc'd from Celia's charms to part,

All joy deserts my droopiug heart.

O ! fairer than the rosy morn,
When flowers the dewy fields adorn

;

Unsullied as the genial ray
That warms the balmy breeze of May,

Thy charms divinely bright appear,
And add new splendour to the year;
Improve the day with fresh delight,

And gild with joy the dreary night

!

This juvenile production was enclosed in a very
tender billet to Emilia, and committed to the charge
of Pipes, who was ordered to set out for Mrs.
Gauntlet's habitation with a present of venison, and
a compliment to the ladies ; and directed to take
some opportunity of delivering the letter to Miss,
without the knowledge of her mamma.

CHAPTER XIX.

His Messenger meets with a Misfortune, to which he applies

a very extraordinary Expedient, that is attended with

strange Consequences.

As a stage coach passed within two miles of the
village where she lived, Tom bargained with the
driver for a seat on the box, and accordingly de-
parted on this message, though he was indifferently

qualified for commissions of such a nature. Having
received particular injunctions about the letter, he
resolved to make that the chief object of his care,
and very sagaciously conveyed it between his
stocking and the sole of his foot, where he thought

o
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it would be perfectly secure from all injury and

accident. Here it remained until he arrived at the

inn where he had formerly lodged, when, after

having refreshed himself with a draught of beer, he

pulled off his stocking, and found the poor billet

sullied with dust, and torn in a thousand tatters by

the motion of his foot in walking the last two miles

of his journey. Thunderstruck at this phenome-

non, he uttered a long and loud whew! which was

succeeded by an exclamation of " D—n my old

shoes ! a bite, by God !" then he rested his elbows

on the table, and his forehead upon his two fists,

and in that attitude deliberated with himself upon

the means of remedying this misfortune.

As he was not distracted by a vast number of

ideas, he soon concluded, that his best expedient

would be to employ the clerk of the parish, who he

knew was a great scholar, to write another epistle

according to the directions he should give him

;

and never dreaming that the mangled original

would in the least facilitate this scheme, he very

wisely committed it to the flames, that it might

never rise up in judgment against him.

Having taken this wise step, he went in quest of

the scribe, to whom he communicated his business,

and promised a full pot by way of gratification.

The clerk, who was also schoolmaster, proud of an

opportunity to distinguish his talents, readily under-

took the task ; and repairing with his employer to

the inn, in less than a quarter of an hour produced

a morsel of eloquence so much to the satisfaction of

Pipes, that he squeezed his hand by way of acknow-
ledgment, and doubled his allowance of beer. This

being discussed, our courier betook himself to the

house of Mrs. Gauntlet, with the haunch of venison

and this succedaneous letter, and delivered his

message to the mother, who received it with great

respect, and many kind inquiries about the health

and welfare of his master, attempting to tip the

messenger a crown, which he absolutely refused to

accept, in consequence of Mr. Pickle's repeated

caution. While the old gentlewoman turned to a

servant, in order to give directions about the dis-

posal of the present, Pipes looked upon this as a
favourable occasion to transact his business with

Emilia, and therefore shutting one eye, with a jerk

of his thumb towards his left shoulder, and a most
significant twist of his countenance, he beckoned
the young lady into another room, as if he had
been fraught with something of consequence, which
he wanted to impart. She understood the hint,

howsoever strangely communicated, and, by step-

ping to one side of the room, gave him an oppor-

tunity of slipping the epistle into her hand, which
he gently squeezed at the same time in token of

regard ; then throwing a side glance at the mother,

whose back was turned, clapped his finger on the

side of his nose, thereby recommending secresy and
discretion.

Emilia conveying the letter into her bosom, could

not help smiling at Tom's politeness and dexterity

;

but lest her mamma should detect him in the exe-

cution of his pantomime, she broke off this inter-

course of signs, by asking aloud when he proposed
to set out on his return to Winchester. When he
answered, " To-morrow morning," Airs. Gauntlet
recommended him to the hospitality of her own
footman, desiring him to make much of Mr. Pipes
below, where he was kept to supper, and very cor-

dially entertained. Our young heroine, impatient
to read her lover's billet, which made her heart

throb with rapturous expectation, retired to her

chamber as soon as possible, with a view of perusing

the contents, which were these :

—

" Divine Empress of my Soul!—If the refulgent flames

of your beauty had not evaporated the particles of my trans-

ported brain, and scorched my intellects into a cinder of

stolidity, perhaps the resplendency of my passion might

shine illustrious through the sable curtain of my ink, and in

sublimity transcend the galaxy itself, though wafted on the

pinions of a grey goose quill ! Butah! celestial enchantress!

the necromancy of thy tyrannical charms hath fettered my
faculties with adamantine chains, which, unless thy com-
passion shall melt, I must eternally remain in the Tartarean

gulf of dismal despair. ATouchsafe, therefore, O thou brightest

luminary of this terrestrial sphere ! to warm as well as shine ;

and let the genial rays of thy benevolence melt the icy

emanations of thy disdain, which hath frozen up the spirits

of angelic preeminence! thy most egregious admirer and
superlative slave, " Peregrine Pickle."

Never was astonishment more perplexing than

that of Emilia, when she read this curious compo-

sition, which she repeated verbatim three times,

before she would credit the evidence of her own
senses. She began to fear in good earnest that

love had produced a disorder in her lover's under-

standing; but after a thousand conjectures, by
which she attempted to account for this extraor-

dinary fustian of style, she concluded that it was

the effect of mere levity, calculated to ridicule the

passion he had formerly professed. Irritated by
this supposition, she resolved to balk his triumph

with affected indifference, and in the meantime

endeavour to expel him from that place which he

possessed within her heart. And indeed, such a

victory over her inclinations might have been ob-

tained without great difficulty ; for she enjoyed an

easiness of temper that could accommodate itself

to the emergencies of her fate ; and her vivacity,

by amusing her imagination, preserved her from

the keener sensations of sorrow. Thus determined

and disposed, she did not send any sort of answer,

or the least token of remembrance by Pipes, who
was suffered to depart with a general compliment

from the mother, and arrived at Winchester the

next day.

Peregrine's eyes sparkled when he saw his mes-

senger come in," and he stretched out his hand in

full confidence of receiving some particular mark
of his Emilia's affection ; but how was he con-

founded, when he found his hope so cruelly disap-

pointed ! In an instant his countenance fell. He
stood for some time silent and abashed, then thrice

repeated the interrogation of " What ! not one word

from Emilia ?" And dubious of his courier's dis-

cretion, inquired minutely into all the particulars

of his reception. He asked, if he had seen the

young lady ; if she was in good health ; if he had

found an opportunity of delivering his letter, and

how she looked, when he put it into her hand ?

Pipes answered, that he had never seen her in better

health or higher spirits ; that he had managed mat-

ters so as not only to present the billet unper-

ceived, but also to ask her commands in private

•before he took his leave, when she told him that

the letter required no reply. This last circumstance

he considered as a manifest mark of disrespect, and

gnawed his hps with resentment. Upon further

reflection, however, he supposed that she could not

conveniently write by the messenger, and would

undoubtedly favour him by the post. This con-

sideration consoled him for the present, and he

waited impatiently for the fruits of his hope ; but

after he had seen eight days elapsed without reaping

the satisfaction with which he had flattered himself.
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his temper forsook him, he raved against the whole

sex, and was seized with a fit of sullen chagrin ;

but his pride in a little time came to his assistance,

and rescued him from the horrors of the melan-

choly fiend. He resolved to retort her own neglect

upon his ungrateful mistress ; his countenance
gradually resumed its former serenity ; and though
by this time he was pretty well cured of his fop-

pery, he appeared again at public diversions with

an air of gaiety and unconcern, that Emilia might
have a chance of hearing how much, in all likeli-

nood, he disregarded her disdain.

There are never wanting certain officious per-

sons, who take pleasure in promoting intelligence

of this sort. His behaviour soon reached the ears

of Miss Gauntlet, and confirmed her in the opinion

she had conceived from his letter ; so that she for-

tified herself in her former sentiments, and bore his

indifference with great philosophy. Thus a cor-

respondence which had commenced with all the

tenderness and sincerity of love, and every promise
of duration, was interrupted in its infancy by a mis-

understanding occasioned by the simplicity of Pipes,

who never once reflected upon the consequences of

his deceit.

Though their mutual passion was by these means
suppressed for the present, it was not altogether

extinguished, but glowed in secret, though even to

themselves unknown, until an occasion, which after-

wards offered, blew up the latent flame, and love

resumed his empire in their breasts.

While they moved, as it were, without the sphere

of each other's attraction, the commodore, fearing

that Perry was in danger of involving himself in

some pernicious engagement, resolved, by advice of

Mr. Jolter and his friend the parish priest, to recal

him from the place where he had contracted such
imprudent connexions, and send him to the uni-

versity, where his education might be completed,
and his fancy weaned from all puerile amusements.

This plan had been proposed to his own father,

who, as hath been already observed, stood always
neuter in everything that concerned his eldest son

;

and as for Mrs. Pickle, she had never heard his

name mentioned since his departure, with any de-

gree of temper or tranquillity, except when her
husband informed her that he was in a fair way of

being ruined by this indiscreet amour. It was then
she began to applaud her own foresight, which had
discerned the mark of reprobation in that vicious

boy, and launched out in comparison between him
and Gammy, who, she observed, was a child of un-

common parts and solidity, and, with the blessing

of God, would be a comfort to his parents, and an
ornament to the family.

Should I afiirm that this favourite, whom she

commended so much, was in every respect the

reverse of what she described ; that he was a

boy of mean capacity, and, though remarkably
distorted in his body, much more crooked in

his disposition ; and that she had persuaded her
husband to espouse her opinion, though it was con-

trary to common sense, as well as to his own per-

ception ; I am afraid the reader will think I

represent a monster that never existed in nature,

and be apt to condemn the economy of my inven-

tion ; nevertheless, there is nothing more true than
every circumstance of what I have advanced ; and
I wish the picture, singular as it is, may not be
thought to resemble more than one original.

CHAPTER XX.
Peregrine is summoned to attend his Uncle—Is more and
more hated by his own Mother—Appeals to his Father,

whose Condescension is defeated by the Dominion of his

Wife.

But, waving these reflections, let us return to

Peregrine, who received a summons to attend his

uncle, and in a few days arrived with Mr. Jolter

and Pipes at the garrison, which he filled with joy

and satisfaction. The alteration which, during his

absence, had happened in his person, was very
favourable in his appearance, which, from that of

a comely boy, was converted into that of a most
engaging youth. He was already taller than a

middle-sized man. his shape ascertained, his sinews

well knit, his mien greatly improved, and his whole
figure as elegant and graceful as if it had been cast

in the same mould with the Apollo of Belvidere.

Such an outside could not fail of prepossessing

people in his favour. The commodore, notwith-

standing the advantageous reports he had heard,

found his expectation exceeded in the person of

Peregrine, and signified his approbation in the

most sanguine terms. Mrs. Trunnion was struck

with his genteel address, and received him with
uncommon marks of complacency and affection

;

he was caressed by all the people in the neighbour-

hood, who, while they admired his accomplishments,

could not help pitying his infatuated mother, for

being deprived of that unutterable delight which
any other parent would have enjoyed in the con-

templation of such an amiable son.

Divers efforts were made by some well-disposed

people to conquer, if possible, this monstrous pre-

judice ; but their endeavours, instead of curing,

served only to inflame the distemper, and she never
could be prevailed upon to indulge him with the

least mark of maternal regard. On the contrary

her original disgust degenerated into such invete-

racy of hatred, that she left no stone unturned to

alienate the commodore's affection for this her

innocent child, and even practised the most mali-

cious defamation to accomplish her purpose. Every
day did she abuse her husband's ear with some
forged instance of Peregrine's ingratitude to his

uncle, well knowing that it would reach the com-
modore's knowledge at night.

Accordingly Mr. Pickle used to tell him at the

club, that his hopeful favourite had ridiculed him
in such a company, and aspersed his spouse upon
another occasion ; and thus retail the little scan-

dalous issue of his own wife's invention. Luckily
for Peregrine, the commodore paid no great regard
to the authority of his informer, because he knew
from what channel his intelligence flowed ; besides,

the youth had a staunch friend in Mr. Hatchway,
who never failed to vindicate him when he was
thus unjustly accused, and always found argument
enough to confute the assertions of his enemies.

But, though Trunnion had been dubious of the
young gentleman's principles, and deaf to the re-

monstrances of the lieutenant, Perry was provided
with a bulwark strong enough to defend him from
all such assaults. This was no other than his aunt,

whose regard for him was perceived to increase in

the same proportion as his own mother's dimi-
nished ; and indeed the augmentation of the one
was, in all probability, owing to the decrease of the
other ; for the two ladies, with great civility, per-
formed all the duties of good neighbourhood, and
hated each other most piouslv in their hearts,

o 2
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Mrs. Pickle having been disobliged at the splen-

dour of her sister's new equipage, had, ever since

that time, in the course of her visiting, endeavoured

to make people merry with satirical jokes on the

poor lady's infirmities ; and Mrs. Trunnion seized

the very first opportunity of making reprisals, by
inveighing against her unnatural behaviour to her

own child ; so that Peregrine, as on the one hand
he was abhorred, so on the other was he caressed,

in consequence of this contention ; and I firmly

believe that the most effectual method of destroy-

ing his interest at the garrison, would have been

the show of countenancing him at his father's

house ;
but, whether this conjecture be reasonable

or chimerical, certain it is the experiment was
never tried, and therefore Mr. Peregrine ran no
risk of being disgraced. The commodore, who
assumed, and justly too, the whole merit of his

education, was now as proud of the youth's im-
provements, as if he had actually been his own
offspring; and sometimes his affection rose to

such a pitch of enthusiasm, that he verily believed

him to be the issue of his own loins. Notwith-

standing this favourable predicament in which our

hero stood with his aunt and her husband, he could

not help feeling the injury he suffered from the

caprice of his mother ; and though the gaiety of

his disposition hindered him from afflicting himself

with reflections of any gloomy cast, he did not fail

to foresee that, if any sudden accident should de-

prive him of the commodore, he would in all likeli-

hood find himself in a very disagreeable situation.

Prompted by this consideration, he one evening

accompanied his uncle to the club, and was intro-

duced to his father, before that worthy gentleman
had the least inkling of his arrival.

Mr. Gamaliel was never so disconcerted as at

this rencounter. His own disposition would not

suffer him to do any thing that might create the

least disturbance, or interrupt his evening's enjoy-

ment ; so strongly was he impressed with the

terror of his wife, that he durst not yield to the

tranquillity of his temper ; and, as I have already

observed, his inclination was perfectly neutral.

Thus distracted between different motives, when
Perry was presented to him, he sat silent and ab-

sorbed, as if he did not, or would not perceive the

application ; and when he was urged to declare

himself by the youth, who pathetically begged to

know how he had incurred his displeasure, he an-

swered in a peevish strain, " Why, good now, child,

what would you have me to do ? your mother can't

abide you."—" If my mother is so unkind, I will

not call it unnatural," said Peregrine, the tears of

indignation starting from his eyes, " as to banish me
from her presence and affection, without the least

cause assigned, I hope you will not be so unjust as

to espouse her barbarous prejudice." Before Mr.
Pickle had time to reply to this expostulation,

for which he was not at all prepared, the commo-
dore interposed, and enforced his favourite's re-

monstrance, by telling Mr. Gamaliel, that he was
ashamed to see any man drive in such a miserable
manner under his wife's petticoat. " As for my
own part," said he, raising his voice, and assuming
a look of importance and command, " before I
would suffer myself to be steered all weathers by
any woman in Christendom, d'ye see, I'd raise such
a hurricane about her ears, that"—here he was
interrupted by Mr. Hatchway, who, thrusting his

head towards the door, in the attitude of one that

listens, cried, " Ahey ! there's your spouse come to

pay us a visit." Trunnion's features that instant

adopted a new disposition. Fear and confusion
took possession of his countenance ; his voice, from
a tone of vociferation, sunk into a whisper of
" Sure you must be mistaken. Jack ;" and in great

perplexity he wiped off the sweat which had started

on his forehead at this false alarm. The lieutenant

having thus punished him for the rodomontade he
had uttered, told him with an arch sneer, that he
was deceived with the sound of the outward door
creaking upon its hinges, which he mistook for

Mrs. Trunnion's voice, and desired him to proceed
with his admonitions to Mr. Pickle. It is not to

be denied that this arrogance was a little unsea-
sonable in the commodore, who was in all respects

as effectually subdued to the dominion of his wife,

as the person whose submission he then ventured
to condemn, with this difference of disposition

—

Trunnion's subjection was like that of a bear, che-

quered with fits of surliness and rage ; whereas
Pickle bore the yoke like an ox, without repining.

No wonder then that this indolence, this sluggish-

ness, this stagnation of temper, rendered Gamaliel
incapable of withstanding the arguments and im-
portunity of his friends, to which he at length

surrendered. He acquiesced in the justice of their

observations, and, taking his son by the hand, pro-

mised to favour him for the future with his love

and fatherly protection.

But this laudable resolution did not last. Mrs.

Pickle, still dubious of his constancy, and jealous

of his communication with the commodore, never
failed to interrogate him every night about the

conversation that happened at the club, and regu-

late her exhortations according to the intelligence

she received. He was no sooner, therefore, safely

conveyed to bed, that academy in which all notable

wives communicate their lectures, than her cate-

chism began ; and she in a moment perceived

something reluctant and equivocal in her husband's

answers. Aroused at this discovery, she employed
her influence and skill with such success, that he
disclosed every circumstance ofwhat had happened;
and, after having sustained a most severe rebuke for

his simplicity and indiscretion, humbled himself so

far as to promise that he would next day annul the

condescensions he had made, and for ever renounce

the ungracious object of her disgust. This under-

taking was punctually performed in a letter to the

commodore, which she herself dictated in these

words :

"Sir,— 'Whereas my good-nature being last night im-
posed upon, I was persuaded to countenance and promise,

I know not what, to that vicious youth, whose parent I

have the misfortune to be ; I desire you will take notice that

I revoke all such countenance and promises, and shall never

look upon that man as my friend, who will henceforth in

such a cause solicit, " Sir, yours, &c. Gam. Pickle."

CHAPTER XXL
Trunnion is enraged at the Conduct of Pickle.—Peregrine

resents the Injustice of his Mother, to whom he explains

his Sentiments in a Letter.—Is entered at the University

of Oxford, where he signalizes himself as a Youth of an

enterprising Genius.

Unspeakable were the transports of rage to which

Trunnion was incensed by his absurd renunciation.

He tore the letter with his gums—teeth he had

none — spit with furious grimaces, in token of
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the contempt he entertained for the author, whom
he not only d—ed as a lousy, scabby, nasty, scurvy,

skulking, lubberly noodle, but resolved to chal-

lenge to single combat with fire and sword ; but

he was dissuaded from this violent measure, and

appeased by the intervention and advice of the

lieutenant and Mr. Jolter, who represented the

message as the effect of the poor man's infirmity,

for which he was rather an object of pity than of

resentment ; and turned the stream of his indigna-

tion against the wife, whom he reviled accordingly.

Nor did Peregrine himself bear with patience this

injurious declaration, the nature of which he no

sooner understood from Hatchway, than equally

shocked and exasperated, he retired to his apart-

ment, and, in the first emotions of his ire, produced

the following epistle, which was immediately con-

veyed to his mother.
" Madam,—Had nature formed mea bugbear to the sight,

and inspired me with a soul as vicious as my body was de-

testable, perhaps 1 might have enjoyed particular marks of

your affection and applause ; seeing you have persecuted me
with such unnatural aversion, for no other visible reason

than that of my differing so widely in shape, as well as dis-

position, from that deformed urchin who is the object of

your tenderness and care. If those be the terms on which
alone I can obtain your favour, I pray God you may never

cease to hate, madam, " Your much injured son,
'* Peregrine Pickle."

This letter, which nothing but his passion and

inexperience could excuse, had such an effect upon
his mother, as may be easily conceived. She was
enraged to a degree of frenzy against the writer

;

though at the same time she considered the whole

as the production of Mrs. Trunnion's particular

pique, and represented it to her husband as an in-

sult that he was bound in honour to resent, by
breaking off all correspondence with the commo-
dore and his family. This was a bitter pill to

Gamaliel, who, through a long course of years,

was so habituated to Trunnion's company, that he

could as easily have parted with a limb, as have
relinquished the club all at once. He therefore

ventured to represent his own incapacity to follow

her advice, and begged that he might at least be

allowed to drop the connexion gradually
; protest-

ing that he woidd do his endeavour to give her all

manner of satisfaction.

Meanwhile preparations were made for Pere-

grine's departure to the university, and in a few

weeks he set out, in the seventeenth year of his

age, accompanied by the same attendants who lived

with him at Winchester. His uncle laid strong in-

junctions upon him to avoid the company of im-

modest women, to mind his learning, to let him
hear of his welfare as often as he could spare time

to write, and settled his appointments at the rate of

five hundred a-year, including his governor's salary,

which was one fifth part of the sum. The heart

of our young gentleman dilated at the prospect of

the figure he should make with such an handsome

annuity, the management of which was left to his

own discretion ; and he amused his imagination

with the most agreeable reveries during his journey

to Oxford, which he performed in two days. Here
being introduced to the head of the college, to

whom he had been recommended, accommodated
with genteel apartments, entered as gentleman com-
moner in the books, and provided with a judicious

tutor, instead of returning to the study of Greek
and Latin, in which he thought himself already

sufficiently instructed, he renewed his acquaintance

with some of his old schoolfellows, whom he found

in the same situation, and was by them initiated in

all the fashionable diversions of the place.

It was not long before he made himself remark-
able for his spirit and humour, which were so ac-

ceptable to the bucks of the university, that he was
admitted as a member of their corporation, and, in

a very little time, became the most conspicuous

personage of the whole fraternity ; not that he

valued himself upon his ability in smoking the

greatest number of pipes, and drinking the largest

quantity of ale ; these were qualifications of too

gross a nature to captivate his refined ambition.

He piqued himself on his talent for raillery, his

genius and taste, his personal accomplishments, and
his success at intrigue. Nor were his excursions

confined to the small villages in the neighbourhood,

which are commonly visited once a week by the

students for the sake of carnal recreation. He
kept his own horses, traversed the whole county in

parties of pleasure, attended all the races within

fifty miles of Oxford, and made frequent jaunts to

London, where he used to he incognito during the

best part of many a term.

The rules of the university were too severe to

be observed by a youth of his vivacity ; and there-

fore he became acquainted with the proctor by
times. But all the checks he received were insuf-

ficient to moderate his career, he frequented taverns

and coffeehouses, committed midnight frolics in the

streets, insulted all the sober and pacific class of

his fellow-sudents ; the tutors themselves were not

sacred from his ridicule ; he laughed at the ma-
gistrate, and neglected every particular of college

discipline.

In vain did they attempt to restrain his irregu-

larities by the imposition of fines ; he was liberal to

profusion, and therefore paid without reluctance.

Thrice did he scale the windows of a tradesman,

with whose daughter he had an affair of gallantry,

as often was he obliged to seek his safety by a pre-

cipitate leap, and one night would, in all probability,

have fallen a sacrifice to an ambuscade that was
laid by the father, had not his trusty squire Pipes

interposed in his behalf, and manfully rescued him
from the clubs of his enemies.

In the midst of these excesses, Mr. Jolter, find-

ing his admonitions neglected, and his influence

utterly destroyed, attempted to wean his pupil from

his extravagant courses, by engaging his attention

in some more laudable pursuit. With this view he

introduced him into a club of politicians, who re-

ceived him with great demonstrations of regard,

accommodated themselves more than he could have

expected to his jovial disposition, and while they

revolved schemes for the reformation of the state,

drank with such devotion to the accomplishment of

their plans, that, before parting, the cares of their

patriotism were quite overwhelmed.
Perearine, though he could not approve of their

doctrine, resolved to attach himself for some time

to their company ; because he perceived ample
subject for his ridicule, in the characters of these

wrong-headed enthusiasts. It was a constant prac-

tice with them, in their midnight consistories, to

swallow such plentiful draughts of inspiration, that

their mysteries commonly ended like those of the

Bacchanalian Orgia ; and they were seldom capable

of maintaining that solemnity of decorum which,

by the nature of their functions, most of them
were obliged to profess. Now, as Peregrine's sa-

tirical disposition was never more gratified than
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when he had an opportunity of exposing grave

characters in ridiculous attitudes, he laid a mis-

chievous snare for his new confederates, which took

effect in this manner. In one of their nocturnal

deliberations, he promoted such a spirit of good
fellowship, by the agreeable sallies of his wit, which
were purposely levelled against their political ad-

versaries, that by ten o'clock they were all ready to

join in the most extravagant proposal that could be

made. They broke their glasses in consequence of

his suggestion, drank healths out of their shoes,

caps, and the bottoms of the candlesticks that stood

before them, sometimes standing with one foot on a

chair, and the knee bent on the edge of the table

;

and, when they could no longer stand in that pos-

ture, setting their bare posteriors on the cold floor.

They huzzaed, hallooed, danced, and sung, and, in

short, were elevated to such a pitch of intoxication,

tha t when Peregrine proposed that they should bum
their periwigs, the hint was immediately approved,

and they executed the frolic as one man. Their

shoes and caps underwent the same fate by the same
instigation ; and in this trim he led them forth into

the street, where they resolved to compel every

body they should find to subscribe to their political

creed, and pronounce the Shibboleth of their party.

In the achievement of this enterprise, they met with

more opposition than they expected ;
they were

encountered with arguments which they could not

well withstand ; the noses of some, and eyes of

others, in a very little time, bore the marks of ob-

stinate disputation. Their conductor having at

length engaged the whole body in a fray with an-

other squadron, which was pretty much in the same
condition, he very fairly gave them the slip, and
slily retreated to his apartment, foreseeing that his

companions would soon be favoured with the notice

of their superiors ; nor was he deceived in his pro-

gnostic ; the proctor, going his round, chanced to

fall in with this tumultuous uproar, and, interposing

his authority, found means to quiet the disturbance.

He took cognizance of their names, and dismissed

the rioters to their respective chambers, not a little

scandalized at the behaviour of some among them,

whose business and duty it was to set far other ex-

amples to the youth under their care and direction.

About midnight, Pipes, who had orders to attend

at a distance, and keep an eye upon Joker, brought
home that unfortunate governor upon his back,

Peregrine havingbeforehand secured his admittance
in the college

; andamongother bruises he was found
to have received a couple of contusions on his face,

which next morning appeared in a black circle that

surrounded each eye.

This was a mortifying circumstance to a man of

his character and deportment, especially as he had
received a message from the proctor, who desired

to see him forthwith. With great humility and con-
trition he begged the advice of his pupil, who, being
used to amuse himself with painting, assured Mr.
Jolter, that he would cover those signs of disgrace,

with a slight coat of flesh-colour so dexterously,
that it would be almost impossible to distinguish

the artificial from the natural skin. The rueful

governor, rather than expose such opprobrious
tokens to the observation and censure of the magis-
trates, submitted to the expedient. Although his

counsellor had over-rated his own skill, he was per-
suaded to confide in the disguise, and actually
attended the proctor, with such a staring addition

to the natural ghastliness of his features, that his

visage bore a very apt resemblance to some of those

ferocious countenances that hang over the doors of

certain taverns and alehouses, under the denomina-
tion of the Saracen's Head.
Such a remarkable alteration of physiognomy

could not escape the notice of the most undiscerning

beholder, much less the penetrating eye of his

severe judge, already whetted with what he had
seen over-night. He was therefore upbraided with

this ridiculous and shallow artifice, and, together

with the companions of his debauch, underwent
such a cutting reprimand for the scandalous irregu-

larity of his conduct, that all of them remained
crest-fallen, and were ashamed, for many weeks, to

appear in the public execution of their duty.

Peregrine was too vain of his finesse to conceal

the part he acted in this comedy, with the particulars

of which he regaled his companions, and thereby

entailed upon himself the hate and resentment of

the community, whose maxims and practices he had
disclosed ; for he was considered as a spy, who had
intruded himself into their society with a view of

betraying it; or, at best, as an apostate and renegado

from the faith and principles which he had professed.

CHAPTER XXII.

He is insulted by his Tutor, whom he lampoons—Makes a

considerable Progress in polite Literature ; and, in an Ex-
cursion to Windsor, meets with Emilia by Accident, and is

very coldly received.

Among those who suffered by his craft and infi-

delity was Mr. Jumble, his own tutor, who could

not at all digest the mortifying affront he had re-

ceived, and was resolved to be revenged on the

insulting author. With this view he watched the

conduct of Mr. Pickle with the utmost rancour of

vigilance, and let slip no opportunity of treating

him with disrespect, which he knew the disposition

of his pupil could less brook than any other severity

it was in his power to exercise.

Peregrine had been several mornings absent from

chapel ; and as Mr. Jumble never failed to question

him in a very peremptory style about his non-

attendance, he invented some very plausible ex-

cuses ; but at length his ingenuity was exhausted ;

he received a very galling rebuke for his profligacy

of morals, and, that he might feel it the more sen-

sibly, was ordered, by way of exercise, to compose

a paraphrase, in English verse, upon these two lines

in Virgil :

—

" Vane ligur, frustraque animis elate superbis,

Nequicquam patrias tentasti lubricus aries."

The imposition of this invidious theme had all

the desired effect upon Peregrine, who not only con-

sidered it as a piece of unmannerly abuse levelled

against his own conduct, but also as a retrospective

insult on the memory of his grandfather, who, as

he had been informed, was in his lifetime more
noted for his cunning than candour in trade.

Exasperated at this instance of the pedant's au-

dacity, he had well nigh, in his first transports,

taken corporal satisfaction on the spot ; but fore-

seeing the troublesome consequence that would

attend such a flagrant outrage against the laws of

the university, he checked his indignation, and
resolved to revenge the injury in a more cool and
contemptuous manner. Thus determined, he set on

foot an inquiry into the particulars of Junible"s

parentage and education. He learned that the fa-

ther of this insolent tutor was a bricklayer, that
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his mother sold pies, and that the son, at different

periods of his youth, had amused himself in both

occupations before he converted his views to the

study of learning. Fraught-with this intelligence, he

composed the following ballad in doggerel rhymes,

and next day presented it as a gloss upon the text

which the tutor had chosen.

Come, listen ye students of ev'ry degree,

I sing of a wit and a tutor prrdie;

A statesman profound, a critic immense,

In short, a mere jumble of learning and sense;

And yet of his talents, though laudably vain,

His own family arts he could never attain.

His father intending his fortune to build,

In his youth would have taught him the trowel to wield,

But the mortar of discipline never would stick,

For his skull was secur'd by a facing of brick ;

And with all his endeavours of patience and pain,

The skill of his sire he could never attain.

His mother, an housewife, neat, artful, and wise,

Renown'd for her delicate biscuit and pies,

Soon alter'd his studies, by flatt'ring his taste,

From the raising of walls to the rearing of paste !

But all her instructions were fruitless and vain,

The pie-making myst'ry he ne'er could attain.

Yet true to his race, in his labours were seen

A jumble of both their professions, I ween;

For, when his own genius he ventur'd to trust,

His pies seem'd of brick, and his houses of crust.

Then, good Mr. Tutor, pray be not so vain,

Since your family arts you could never attain.

This impudent production was the most effectual

vengeance he could have taken on his tutor, who
had all the supercilious arrogance and ridiculous

pride of a low-born pedant. Instead of overlooking

this petulant piece of satire with that temper and

decency of disdain that became a person of his gra-

vity and station, he no sooner cast his eye over the

performance, than the blood rushed into his counte-

nance, which immediately after exhibited a ghastly

pale colour. With a quivering lip he told his pupil,

that he was an impertinent jackanapes, and he would

take care that he should he expelled from the uni-

versity, for having presumed to write and deliver

such a licentious and scurrilous libel. Peregrine

answered with great resolution, that, when the pro-

vocation he had received should be known, he was

persuaded that he should be acquitted in the opinion

of all impartial people ; and that he was ready to

submit the whole to the decision of the master.

This arbitration he proposed, because he knew
the master and Jumble were at variance ; and for

that reason the tutor durst not venture to put the

cause on such an issue. Nay, when this reference

was mentioned, Jumble, who was naturally jealous,

suspected that Peregrine had a promise of protec-

tion before he undertook to commit siieh an outra-

geous insult ; and this notion had such an effect

upon him, that he resolved to devour his vexation,

and wait for a more proper opportunity of gratifying

his hate. Meanwhile copies of the ballad were

distributed among the students, who sung it under

the very nose of Mr. Jumble, to the tune of A cobbler

there was, Sfc, and the triumph of our hero was

complete. Neither was his whole time devoted to

the riotous extravagancies of youth. He enjoyed

many lucid intervals
;
during which he contracted

a more intimate acquaintance with the classics, ap-

plied himself to the reading of history, improved

his taste for painting and music, in which he made
some progress ; and above all things, cultivated the

study of natural philosophy. It was generally after

a course of close attention to some of these arts and

sciences, that his disposition broke out into those

irregularities and wild sallies of a luxuriant imagi-

nation, for which he became so remarkable ; and he

was perhaps the only young man in Oxford, who, at

the same time, maintained an intimate and friendly

intercourse with the most unthinking, as well as

with the most sedate students at the university.

It is not to be supposed that a young man of

Peregrine's vanity, inexperience, and profusion,

could suit his expense to his allowance, liberal as it

was ; for he was not one of those fortunate people

who are born economists, and knew not the art of

withholding his purse when he saw his companion

in difficulty. Thus naturally generous and expen-

sive, he squandered away his money, and made a

most splendid appearance upon the receipt of his

quarterly appointment ; but long before the third

month was elapsed, his finances were consunied ;

and, as he could not stoop to ask an extraordinary

supply, was too proud to borrow, and too haughty

to run in debt with tradesmen, he devoted those

periods of poverty to the prosecution of his studies,

and shone forth again at the revolution of quarter-

day.

In one of these irruptions, he and some of his

companions went to Windsor, in order to see the

royal apartments in the castle, whither they re-

paired in the afternoon; and, as Peregrine stood

contemplating the picture of Hercules and Omphale,

one of his fellow-students whispered in his ear,

" Zounds ! Pickle, there are two fine girls." He
turned instantly about, and, in one of them, recog-

nised his almost forgotten Emilia. Her appear-

ance acted upon his imagination like a spark of fire

that falls among gunpowder; that passion which

had lain dormant for the space of two years flashed

up in a moment, and he was seized with an uni-

versal trepidation. She perceived and partook of

his emotion ; for their souls, like unisons, vibrated

with the same impulse. However, she called her

pride and resentment to her aid, and found resolu-

tion enough to retire from such a dangerous scene.

Alarmed at her retreat, he recollected all his

assurance, and, impelled by love, which he could

no longer resist, followed her into the next room,

where, in the most disconcerted manner, he accosted

her with " Your humble servant, Miss Gauntlet
;"

to which salutation she replied, with an affectation of

indifference, that did not, however, conceal her

agitation, " Your servant, sir ;" and immediately

extending her finger towards the picture of Duns
Scotus, which is fixed over one of the doors, asked

her companion in a giggling tone, if she did not

think he looked like a conjuror. Peregrine, nettled

into spirits by this reception, answered for the other

lady, " that it was an easy matter to be a conjuror

in those times, when the simplicity of the age

assisted his divination ; but were he, or Merlin

himself, to rise from the dead now, when such

deceit and dissimulation prevail, they would not he

able to earn their bread by the profession." " 0

!

sir," said she, turning full upon him, " without

doubt they would adopt new maxims ; 'tis no dis-

paragement in this enlightened age for one to alter

one's opinion." " No, sure, madam," replied the

youth, with some precipitation, " provided the

change be for the better." " And, should it happen
otherwise," retorted the nymph with a flirt of her

fan, " inconstancy will never want countenance

from the practice of mankind." " True, madam,"
resumed our hero, fixing his eyes upon her, " ex-

amples of levity are every where to be met with."
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" O Lord, sir," cried Emilia, tossing her head,
" you'll scarce ever find a fop without it." By this

time his companion, seeing him engaged with one
of the ladies, entered into conversation with the
other

; and, in order to favour his friend's gallantry,
conducted her into the next apartment, on pretence
of entertaining her with the sight of a remarkable
piece of painting.

Peregrine, laying hold on this opportunity of
being alone with the object of his love, assumed a
most seducing tenderness of look, and, heaving a
profound sigh, asked if she had utterly discarded
him from her remembrance. Eeddening at this

pathetic question, which recalled the memory of
the imagined slight he had put upon her, she" an-
swered in great confusion, " Sir, I believe I once
had the pleasure of seeing you in a ball in Win-
chester." " Miss Emilia," said he, very gravely,
" will you be so candid as to tell me what mis-
behaviour of mine you are pleased to punish, by
restricting your remembrance to that single occa-
sion ?" " Mr. Pickle," she replied in the same
tone, " it is neither my province nor inclination to
judge your conduct ; and therefore you misapply
your question, when you ask such an explanation
of me." " At least," resumed our lover, " give me
the melancholy satisfaction to know for what
offence of mine you refused to take the least notice
of that letter which I had the honour to write from
Winchester, by your own express permission."
" Your letter," said Miss, with great vivacity,
" neither required, nor, in my opinion, deserved an
answer

;
and, to be free with you, Mr. Pickle, it

was but a shallow artifice to rid yourself of a cor-
respondence you had deigned to solicit." Pere-
grine, confounded at this repartee, replied, that
howsoever he might have failed in point of ele-
gance or discretion, he was sure he had not been
deficient in expressions of respect and devotion for
those charms which it was his pride to adore. " As
for the verses," said he, " I own they were unwor-
thy of the theme, but I flattered myself that thev
would have merited your acceptance, though no"t
your approbation, and been considered not so much
the proof of my genius, as the genuine effusion
of my love." " Verses !" cried Emilia, with an
air of astonishment, " what verses ? I really don't
understand you." The young gentleman was thun-
derstruck at this exclamation, to which, after a
long pause, he answered, " I begin to suspect, and
heartily wish it may appear, that we have misun-
derstood each other from the beginning. Pray,
Miss Gauntlet, did you not find a copy of verses en-
closed in that unfortunate letter ?" " Truly, sir,"
said the lady, " I am not so much of a connoisseur
as to distinguish whether that facetious production,
which you merrily style an unfortunate letter, was
composed m verse or prose

; but, methinks, the jest
is a little too stale to be brought upon the carpet
again." So saying, she tripped away to her com-
panion, and left her lover in a most tumultuous
suspense. He now perceived that her neglect of
his addresses, when he was at Winchester, must
have been owing to some mystery which he could
not comprehend. And she began to suspect, and
to hope, that the letter which she received was
spurious, though she could not conceive how that
could possibly happen, as it had been delivered to
her by the hands of his own servant.

However, she resolved to leave the task of un-
ravelling the affair to him, who, she knew, would

infallibly exert himself for his own as well as her
satisfaction. She was not deceived in her opinion.
He went up to her again at the staircase, and, as
they were unprovided with a male attendant, in-
sisted upon squiring the ladies to their lodgings.
Emilia saw his drift, which was no other than to
know where she lived

;
and, though she approved

of his contrivance, thought it was incumbent upon
her, for the support of her own dignity, to decline
the civility. She therefore thanked him for his
polite offer, but would by no means consent to his
giving himself such unnecessary trouble, especially
as they had a very little way to walk. He was not
repulsed by this refusal, the nature of which he
perfectly understood; nor was she sorry to see
him persevere in his determination. He therefore
accompanied them in their return, and made divers
efforts to speak with Emilia in particular. But she
had a spice of the coquette in her disposition, and,
being determined to whet his impatience, artfully
baffled all his endeavours, by keeping her com-
panion continually engaged in the conversation,
which turned upon the venerable appearance and
imperial situation of the place. Thus tantalized,
he lounged with them to the door of the house in
which they lodged, when his mistress, perceiving,
by the countenance of her comrade, that she was
on the point of desiring him to walk in, checked
her intention with a frown ; then turning to Mr.
Pickle, dropped him a very formal curtsey, seized
the other young lady by the arm, and saying,
" Come, cousin Sophy," vanished in a moment,

CHAPTER XXTH.
After sundry unsuccessful Efforts, he finds means to come to
an Explanation with his Mistress; and a Reconciliation

ensues.

Peregrine, disconcerted at their sudden disap-
pearance, stood for some minutes gaping in the
street, before he could get the better of his surprise:
and then deliberated with himself whether he
should demand immediate admittance to his mis-
tress, or choose some other method of application.
Piqued at her abrupt behaviour, though pleased
with her spirit, he set his invention to work, in
order to contrive some means of seeing her

; and,
in a fit of musing, arrived at the inn, where he
found his companions whom he had left at the
Castle gate. They had already made inquiry about
the ladies, in consequence of which he learnt, that
Miss Sophy was daughter of a gentleman in
town, to whom his mistress was related ; that an
intimate friendship subsisted between the two
young ladies ; that Emilia had lived about a month
with her cousin, and appeared at the last assembly,
where she was universally admired; and that
several young gentlemen of fortune had since that
time teased her with addresses.
Our hero's ambition was flattered, and his pas-

sion inflamed with this intelligence ; and he swore
within himself, that he would not quit the spot until
he should have obtained an indisputed victory over
all his rivals.

That same evening he composed a most eloquent
epistle, in which he earnestly entreated that she
would favour him with an opportunity of vindi-
cating his conduct ; but she would neither receive
his billet, nor see his messenger. Balked in this
effort, he enclosed it in a new cover, directed by
another hand, and ordered Pipes to ride next morn-
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ing to London, on purpose to deliver it at the post-

office, that, coming by such conveyance, she might

have no suspicion of the author, and open it before

she should be aware of the deceit.

Three days he waited patiently for the effect of

this stratagem, and, in the afternoon of the fourth,

ventured to hazard a formal visit, in quality of an

old acquaintance. But here, too, he failed in his

attempt ; she was indisposed, and could not see

company. These obstacles served only to increase

his eagerness. He still adhered to his former reso-

lution ; and his companions, understanding his de-

termination, left him next day to his own inventions.

Thus relinquished to his own ideas, he doubled his

assiduity, and practised every method his imagina-

tion could suggest, in order to promote his plan.

Pipes was stationed all day long within sight of

her door, that he might be able to give his master

an account of her motions ; but she never went

abroad, except to visit in the neighbourhood, and

was always housed before Peregrine could be ap-

prised of her appearance. He went to church with

a view of attracting her notice, and humbled his

deportment before her; but she was so mischievously

devout as to look at nothing but her book, so that

he was not favoured with one glance of regard. He
frequented the coffeehouse, and attempted to con-

tract an acquaintance with Miss Sophy's father,

who, he hoped, would invite him to his house ; but

this expectation was also defeated. That prudent

gentleman looked upon him as one of those forward

fortune-hunters who go about the country seeking

whom they may devour, and warily discouraged all

his advances. Chagrined by so many unsuccessful

endeavours, he began to despair of accomplishing

his aim ; and, as the last suggestion of his art, paid

off his lodging, took horse at noon, and departed,

in all appearance, for the place from whence he

had come. He rode, however, but a few miles,

and, in the dusk of the evening, returned unseen,

alighted at another inn, ordered Pipes to stay with-

in doors, and, keeping himself incognito, employed

another person as a sentinel upon Emilia.

It was not long before he reaped the fruits of his

ingenuity. Next day, in the afternoon, he was in-

formed by his spy, that the two young ladies were

gone to walk in the park, whither he followed them

on the instant, fully determined to come to an ex-

planation with his mistress, even in presence of her

friend, who might possibly be prevailed upon to

interest herself in his behalf.

When he saw them at such a distance that they

could not return to town before he should have an

opportunity of putting his resolution in practice, he

mended his pace, and found means to appear before

them so suddenly, that Emilia could not help ex-

pressing her surprise in a scream. Our lover put-

ting on a mien of humility and mortification, begged

to know if her resentment was implacable ; and

asked, why she had so cruelly refused to grant him
the common privilege that every criminal enjoyed?
" Dear Miss Sophy," said he, addressing himself to

her companion, " give me leave to implore your

intercession with your cousin ; I am sure you have

humanity enough to espouse my cause, did you but

know the justice of it ; and I flatter myself, that, by
your kind interposition, I may be able to rectify

that fatal misunderstanding which hath made me
wretched." " Sir," said Sophy, " you appear like

a gentleman, and I doubt not but your behaviour

has been always suitable to your appearance ; but

you must excuse me from undertaking any such

office in behalf of a person whom I have not the

honour to know." " Madam," answered Peregrine,
" I hope Miss Emy will justify my pretensions to

that character, notwithstanding the mystery of her

displeasure, which, upon my honour, I cannot for

my soul explain." " Lord! Mr. Pickle," said

Emilia, who had by this time recollected herself,

"I never questioned your gallantry and taste, but

I am resolved that you never shall have cause to

exercise your talents at my expense ; so that you

tease yourself and me to no purpose. Come, Sophy,

let us walk home again." " Good God ! Madam,"
cried the lover with great emotion, " why will you
distract me with such indifference ? Stay, dear

Emilia ! I conjure you on my knees to stay and

hear me. By all that is sacred ! I was not to

blame
;
you must have been imposed upon by some

villain who envied my good fortune, and took some
treacherous method to ruin my love."

Miss Sophy, who possessed a large stock of good

nature, and. to whom her cousin had communicated

the cause of her reserve, seeing the young gentle-

man so much affected with that disdain, which she

knew to be feigned, laid hold on Emilia's sleeve,

saying with a smile, " Not quite so fast, Emily, I

begin to perceive that this is a love-quarrel, and

therefore there may be hopes of a reconciliation ;

for I suppose both parties are open to conviction."

" For my own part," cried Peregrine, with great

eagerness, " I appeal to Miss Sophy's decision.

But why do I say appeal ? Though I am conscious

of having committed no offence, I am ready to sub-

mit to any penance, let it be ever so rigorous, that

my fair enslaver herself shall impose, providing it

will entitle me to her favour and forgiveness at

last." Emily, well nigh overcome by this declara-

tion, told him, that, as she taxed him with no guilt,

she expected no atonement ; and pressed her com-
panion to return into town. But Sophy, who was

too indulgent to her friend's real inclination to com-
ply with her request, observed, that the gentleman

seemed so reasonable in his concessions, she began

to think her cousin was in the wrong, and felt her-

self disposed to act as umpire in the dispute.

Overjoyed at this condescension, Mr. Pickle

thanked her in the most rapturous terms, and, in

the transport of his expectation, kissed the hand of

his kind mediatrix ; a circumstance which had a

remarkable effect on the countenance of Emilia,

who did not seem to relish the warmth of his

acknowledgment.
After many supplications on one hand, and press-

ing remonstrances on the other, she yielded at

length, and, turning to her lover, while her face

was overspread with blushes, " Well, sir," said

she, "supposing I were to put the difference on
that issue, how could you excuse the ridiculous

letter which you sent to me from Winchester?"
This expostulation introduced a discussion of the

whole affair, in which all the circumstances were
canvassed ; and Emilia still affirmed, with great

heat, that the letter must have been calculated to

affront her ; for she could not suppose the author

was so weak as to design it for any other purpose.

Peregrine, who still retained in his memory the

substance of his unlucky epistle, as well as the

verses which were enclosed, could recollect no par-

ticular expression which could have justly given
the least umbrage ; and therefore in the agonies

of perplexity, hepged that the whole might be
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submitted to the judgment of Miss Sophy, and
faithfully promised to stand to her award.

In short, this proposal was, with seeming reluct-

ance, embraced by Emilia, and an appointment
made to meet next day, in the same place, whither
both parties were desired to come, provided with
their credentials, according to which definitive

sentence would be pronounced.
Our lover having succeeded thus far, over-

whelmed Sophy with acknowledgments on account
of her generous mediation, and, in the course of
their walk, which Emilia was now in no hurry to

conclude, whispered a great many tender protes-

tations in the ear of his mistress, who nevertheless

continued to act upon the reserve until her doubts
should be more fully resolved.

Mr. Pickle having found means to amuse them
in the fields till the twilight, was obliged to wish
them good evening, after having obtained a solemn
repetition of their promise to meet him at the ap-
pointed time and place ; and then retreated to his

apartment, where he spent the whole night in

various conjectures on the subject of this letter,

the Gordian knot of which he could by no means
untie.

One while he imagined that some wag had played
a trick upon his messenger, in consequence of
which Emilia had received a supposititious letter

;

but, upon further reflection, he could not conceive
the practicability of any such deceit. Then he
began to doubt the sincerity of his mistress, who
perhaps had only made that an handle for discard-

ing him, at the request of some favourite rival ; but
his own integrity forbade him to harbour this mean
suspicion ; and therefore he was again involved in

the labyrinth of perplexity. Next day he waited
on the rack of impatience for the hour of five in

the afternoon, which no sooner struck, than he
ordered Pipes to attend him, in case there should
be occasion for his evidence, and repaired to the
place of rendezvous, where he had not tarried five

minutes before the ladies appeared. Mutual com-
pliments being passed, and the attendant stationed

at a convenient distance, Peregrine persuaded them
to sit down upon the grass, under the shade of a
spreading oak, that they might be more at their

ease ; while he stretched himself at their feet, and
desired that the paper on which his doom depended
might be examined. It was accordingly put into

the hands of his fair arbitress, who read it imme-
diately with an audible voice. The first two words
of it were no sooner pronounced, than he started
with great emotion, and raised himself on his hand
and knee, in which posture he listened to the rest
of the sen'ence ; then sprung upon his feet in the
utmost astonishment, and, glowing with resentment
at the same time, exclaimed, " Hell and the devil

!

what's all that? Sure you make a jest of me,
Madam." " Pray, sir," said Sophy, " give me the
hearing for a few moments, and then urge what
you shall think proper in your own defence."
Having thus cautioned him, she proceeded : but,
before she had finished one half of the performance,
her gravity forsook her, and she was seized with a
violent fit of laughter, in which neither of the
lovers could help joining, notwithstanding the re-
sentment which at that instant prevailed in the
breasts of Doth. The judge, however, in a little

time resumed her solemnity, and having read the
remaining part of this curious epistle, all three
continued staring at each other alternately for the

space of half a minute, and then broke forth at the

same instant into another paroxysm of mirth.

From this unanimous convulsion, one would have
thought that both parties were extremely well
pleased with the joke

; yet this was by no means
the case.

Emilia imagined, that, notwithstanding his af-

fected surprise, her lover, in spite of himself, had
renewed the laugh at her expense, and, in so doing,

applauded his own unmannerly ridicule. This
supposition could not fail of raising and reviving

her indignation, while Peregrine highly resented

the indignity with which he supposed himself
treated, in her attempting to make him the dupe of
such a gross and ludicrous artifice. This being the

situation of their thoughts, their mirth was succeeded
by a mutual gloominess of aspect ; and the judge,

addressing herself to Mr. Pickle, asked if he had
any thing to offer why sentence should not be
pronounced ? " Madam," answered the culprit, " I

am sorry to find myself so low in the opinion of

your cousin, as to be thought capable of being

deceived by such a shallow contrivance." " Nay,
sir," said Emilia, " the contrivance is your own

;

and I cannot help admiring your confidence in

imputing it to me." " Upon my honour, Miss
Emily," resumed our hero, " you wrong my under-
standing as well as my love, in accusing me of

having written such a silly impertinent performance,
the very appearance and address of it is so unlike

the letter which I did myself the honour to write,

that I dare say my man, even at this distance of
time, will remember the difference." So saying, he
extended his voice, and beckoned to Pipes, who
immediately drew near. His mistress seemed to

object to the evidence, by observing that, to be
sure, Mr. Pipes had his cue ; when Peregrine,

begging she would spare him the mortification of

considering him in such a dishonourable light,

desired his valet to examine the outside of the

letter, and recollect if it was the same which he had
delivered to Miss Gauntlet about two years ago.

Pipes having taken a superficial view of it, pulled

up his breeches, saying, " Mayhap it is, but we
have made so many trips, and been in so many
creeks and corners since that time, that I can't

pretend to be certain ; for I neither keep journal

nor log-book of our proceedings." Emilia com-
mended him for his candour, at the same time

darting a sarcastic look at his master, as if she

thought he had tampered with his servant's integrity

in vain ; and Peregrine began to rave and to curse

his fate for having subjected him to such mean
suspicion, attesting heaven and earth in the most
earnest manner, that, far from having composed
and conveyed that stupid production, he had never
seen it before, nor been privy to the least circum-

stance of the plan.

Pipes, now for the first time, perceived the

mischief which he had occasioned, and, moved
with the transports of his master, for whom he
had a most inviolable attachment, frankly declared

he was ready to make oath that Mr. Pickle had no
hand in the letter which he delivered. All three

were amazed at this confession, the meaning of
which they could not comprehend. Peregrine,
after some pause, leaped upon Pipes, and seizing

him by the throat, exclaimed in an ecstasy of rage,
" Pascal ! tell me this instant what became of the
letter I intrusted to your care." The patient valet,

half-strangled as he was, squirted a collection of
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tobacco-juice out of one corner of his mouth, and

with great deliberation replied, " Why,— burnt it;

you wouldn't have me give the young woman a

thing that shook all in the wind in tatters, would

you?" The ladies interposed in behalf of the

distressed squire, from whom, by dint of questions,

which he had neither art nor inclination to evade,

they extorted an explanation of the whole affair.

Such ridiculous simplicity and innocence of in-

tention appeared in the composition of his expedient,

that even the remembrance of all the chagrin which

it had produced could not rouse their indignation,

or enable them to resist a third eruption of laughter,

which they forthwith underwent.

Pipes was dismissed with many menacing in-

junctions to beware of such conduct for the future;

Emilia stood with a confusion of joy and tenderness

in her countenance ;
'Peregrine's eyes kindled into

rapture, and when Miss Sophy pronounced the

sentence of reconciliation, advanced to his mistress,

saying, " Truth is mighty, and will prevail ;" then

clasping her m his arms, very impudently ravished

a kiss, which she had not power to refuse. Nay,

such was the impulse of his joy, that he took the

same freedom with the lips of Sophy, calling her his

kind mediatrix and guardian angel, and behaved

with such extravagance of transport as plainly

evinced the fervour and sincerity of his love.

I shall not pretend to repeat the tender pro-

testations that were uttered on one side, or describe

the bewitching glances of approbation with which

they were received on the other ; suffice it to say,

that the endearing intimacy of their former con-

nexion was instantly renewed, and Sophy, who
congratulated them upon the happy termination of

their quarrel, favoured with their mutual confidence.

In consequence of this happy pacification, they

deliberated upon the means of seeing each other

often ; and as he could not, without some previous

introduction, visit her openly at the house of her

relation, they agreed to meet every afternoon in the

park till the next assembly, at which he would

solicit her as a partner, and she be unengaged, in

expectation of his request. By this connexion he

would be entitled to visit her next day, and thus an

avowed correspondence would of course commence.

This plan was actually put in execution, and at-

tended, with a circumstance which had well nigh

produced some mischievous consequence, had not

Peregrine's good fortune been superior to his

discretion.

CHAPTER XXIV.
He achieves an Adventure at the Assembly, and quarrels

with his Governor*

At the assembly were no fewer than three gentle-

men of fortune, who rivalled our lover in his passion

for Emilia, and who had severally begged the ho-

nour of dancing with her upon that occasion. She

had excused herself to each, on pretence of a slight

indisposition that she foresaw would detain her

from the ball, and desired they would provide

themselves with other partners. Obliged to admit

her excuse, they accordingly followed her advice

;

and after they had engaged themselves beyond the

power of retracting, had the mortification to see her

there unclaimed.

They in their turn made up to her, and expressed

their surprise and concern at finding her in the

assembly unprovided, after she had declined their

invitation ; but she told them that her cold had

forsaken her since she had the pleasure of seeing

them, and that she would rely upon accident lor a

partner. Just as she pronounced these words to

the last of the three, Peregrine advanced as an

utter stranger, bowed with great respect, told her he

understood she was unengaged, and would think

himself highly honoured in being accepted as her

partner for the night ; and he had the good fortune

to succeed in his application.

As they were by far the handsomest and best ac-

complished couple in the room, they could not fail

of attracting the notice and admiration of the spec-

tators, which inflamed the jealousy of his three

competitors, who immediately entered into a con-

spiracy against this gaudy stranger, whom, as their

rival, they resolved to affront in public. Pursuant

to the plan which they projected for this purpose,

the first country dance was no sooner concluded,

than one of them, with his partner, took place of

Peregrine and his mistress, contrary to the regula-

tion of the ball. Our lover, imputing his behaviour

to inadvertency, informed the gentleman of his

mistake, and civilly desired he would rectify his

error. The other told him, in an imperious tone,

that he wanted none of his advice, and bade him
mind his own affairs. Peregrine answered with

some warmth, and insisted upon his right ; a dis-

pute commenced, high words ensued, in the course

of which our impetuous youth, hearing himself re-

viled with the appellation of scoundrel, pulled off

his antagonist's periwig, and flung it in his face.

The ladies immediately shrieked, the gentlemen

interposed, Emilia was seized with a fit of trem-

bling, and conducted to her seat by her youthful

admirer, who begged pardon for having discomposed

her, and vindicated what he had done, by repre-

senting the necessity he was under to resent the

provocation he had received.

Though she could not help owning the justice of

his plea, she was not the less concerned at the dan-

gerous situation in which he had involved himself,

and, in the utmost consternation and anxiety, in-

sisted upon going directly home. He could not resist

her importunities; and her cousin being determined

to accompany her, he escorted them to their lodg-

ings, where he wished them good night, after having,

in order to quiet their apprehensions, protested

that, if his opponent was satisfied, he should never

take any step towards the prosecution of the

quarrel. Meanwhile the assembly-room became a

scene of tumult and uproar. The person who con-

ceived himself injured, seeing Peregrine retire,

struggled with his companions, in order to pursue

and take satisfaction of our hero, whom he loaded

with terms of abuse, and challenged to single combat.

The director of the ball held a consultation with

all the subscribers who were present ; and it was
determined, by a majority of votes, that the two

gentlemen who had occasioned the disturbance

should be desired to withdraw. This resolution

being signified to one of the parties then present,

he made some difficulty of complying, but was per-

suaded to submit by his two confederates, who ac-

companied him to the street-door, where he was

met by Peregrine on his return to the assembly.

This choleric gentleman, who was a country

squire, no sooner saw his rival, than he began to

brandish his cudgel in a menacing posture, when
our adventurous youth stepping back with one foot,

laid his hand upon the hilt of his sword, which he
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drew half way out of the scabbard. This attitude,

and the sight of the blade, which glistened by moon-
light in his face, checked, in some sort, the ardour
of his assailant, who desired he would lay aside his

toaster, and take a bout with him at equal arms.
Peregrine, who was an expert cudgel-player, ac-

cepted the invitation ; then exchanging weapons
with Pipes, who stood behind him, put himself in

a posture of defence, and received the attack of
his adversary, who struck at random, without either

skill or economy. Pickle could have beaten the

cudgel out of his hand at the first blow ; but as, in

that case, he would have been obliged in honour to

give immediate quarter, he resolved to discipline

his antagonist without endeavouring to disable him,
until he should be heartily satisfied with the ven-
geance he had taken. With this view he returned
the salute, and raised such a clatter about the
squire's pate, that one who had heard, without see-

ing the application, would have mistaken the sound
for that of a salt-box, in the hand of a dexter-
ous merry-andrew, belonging to one of the booths
at Bartholomew fair. Neither was this salutation

confined to his head ; his shoulders, arms, thighs,

ancles, and ribs, were visited with amazing rapidity,

while Tom Pipes sounded the charge through his

fist. Peregrine, tired with this exercise, which had
almost bereft his enemy of sensation, at last struck
the decisive blow, in consequence of which the
squire's weapon flew out of his grasp, and he allowed
our hero to be the better man. Satisfied with this

acknowledgment, the victor walked up stairs, with
sueh elevation of spirits, and insolence of mien,
that nobody chose to intimate the resolution which
had been taken in his absence. There having
amused himself for some time in beholding the
country dances, he retreated to his lodging, where
he indulged himself all night in the contemplation
of his own success.

Next day, in the forenoon, he went to visit his

partner ; and the gentleman at whose house she
lived, having been informed of his family and con-
dition, received him with great courtesy, as the
acquaintance of his cousin Gauntlet, and invited
him to dinner that same day.

Emilia was remarkably well pleased, when she
understood the issue of his adventure, which began
to make some noise in town, even though it de-
prived her of a wealthy admirer. The squire
having consulted an attorney about the nature of
the dispute, in hopes of being able to prosecute
Peregrine for an assault, found little encouragement
to go to law. He therefore resolved to pocket the
insult and injury he had undergone, and to discon-
tinue his addresses to herwho was the cause of both.
Our lover being told by his mistress, that she

proposed to stay a fortnight longer at Windsor, he
determined to enjoy her company all that time, and
then to give her a convoy to the house of her mo-
ther, whom he longed to see. In consequence of
this plan, he every day contrived some fresh party
of pleasure for the ladies, to whom he had by this
time free access ; and entangled himself so much
in the snares of love, that he seemed quite en-
chanted by Emilia's charms, which were now in-
deed almost irresistible. While he thus heedlessly
roved in the flowery paths of pleasure, his governor
at Oxford, alarmed at the unusual duration of his
absence, went to the young gentlemen who had ac-
companied him in his excursion, and very earnestly
intreated them to tell him what they knew con-

cerning his pupil. They accordingly gave him an
account of the rencounter that happened between
Peregrine and Miss Emily Gauntlet in the castie,

and mentioned circumstances sufficient to convince
him that his charge was very dangerously engaged.

Far from having an authority over Peregrine,
Mr. Jolter durst not even disoblige him

; therefore,

instead of writing to the commodore, he took horse
immediately, and that same night reached Windsor,
where he found his stray sheep very much sur-

prised at his unexpected arrival.

The governor desiring to have some serious con-
versation with him, they shut themselves up in an
apartment, when Jolter, with great solemnity, com-
municated the cause of his journey, which was no
other than his concern for his pupil's welfare ; and
very gravely undertook to prove, by mathematical
demonstration, that this intrigue, if farther pursued,
would tend to the young gentleman's ruin and dis-

grace. This singular proposition raised the cu-
riosity of Peregrine, who promised to yield all

manner of attention, and desired him to begin
without further preamble.

The governor, encouraged by this appearance of
candour, expressed his satisfaction in finding him
so open to conviction, and told him he would pro-

ceed upon geometrical principles. Then, hemming
thrice, he observed, that no mathematical inquiries

could be carried on, except upon certain data, or
concession to truths, that were self-evident ; and
therefore he must crave his assent to a few axioms,
which he was sure Mr. Pickle would see no reason
to dispute. " In the first place, then," said he,
'• you will grant, I hope, that youth and discretion

are, with respect to each other, as two parallel lines,

which, though infinitely produced, remain still

equidistant, and will never coincide ; and then you
must allow, that passion acts upon the human mind
in a ratio compounded of the acuteness of sense

and constitutional heat ;
and, thirdly, you will not

deny that the angle of remorse is equal to that of
precipitation. The postulata being admitted," added
he. taking pen, ink, and paper, and drawing a pa-
rallelogram, " let youth be represented by the right

line A B, and discretion by another right line C U,
parallel to the former. Complete the parallelogram
ABCD, and let the point of intersection, B, re-

present perdition. Let passion, represented under
the letter C, have a motion in the direction C A.
At the same time, let another motion be communi-
cated to it, in the direction C D, it will proceed in

the diagonal C B, and describe it in the same time
that it would have described the side C A by the

first motion, or the side C D by the second. To
understand the demonstration of this corollary, we
must premise this obvious principle, that when a
bod)' is acted upon by a motion of power parallel to

a right line given in position, this power, or motion,

has no effect to cause the body to approach towards
that line, or recede from it, but to move in a line

parallel to a right line only, as appears from the

second law of motion ; therefore C A being par-
allel to IJ B,"'

His pupil having listened to him thus far, could
contain himself no longer, but interrupted the in-

vestigation with a loud laugh, and told him, that

his postulata put him in mind of a certain learned
and ingenious gentleman, who undertook todisprove
the existence of natural evil, and asked no other
datum on which to found his demonstration, but an
acknowledgment that every thing that is is right.
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*' You may, therefore," said he, in a peremptory

tone, " spare yourself the trouble of torturing your

invention ; for after all, I am pretty certain that I

shall want capacity to comprehend the discussion

of your lemma, and consequently he obliged to

refuse my assent to your deduction."

Mr. Jolter was disconcerted at this declaration,

and so much offended at Peregrine's disrespect, that

he coidd not help expressing his displeasure, by
telling him flatly, that he was too violent and head-

strong to be reclaimed by reason and gentle means

;

that he (the tutor) must be obliged, in the discharge

of his duty and conscience, to inform the commo-
dore of his pupil's imprudence, that, if the laws of

this realm were effectual, they would take cogni-

zance of the gipsy who had led him astray ; and

observed, by way of contrast, that, if such a prepos-

terous intrigue had happened in France, she would

have been clapped up in a convent two years ago.

Our lover's eyes kindled with indignation, when
he heard his mistress treated with such irreverence.

He could scarce refrain from inflicting manual chas-

tisement on the blasphemer, whom he reproached

in his wrath as an arrogant pedant, without either

delicacy or sense; and cautioned him against using

any such impertinent freedoms with his affairs for

the future, on pain of incurring more severe effects

of his resentment.

Mr. Jolter, who entertained very high notions of

that veneration to which he thought himself en-

titled by his character and qualifications, had not

bore, without repining, his want of influence and

authority over his pupil, against whom he cherished

a particular grudge ever since the adventure of the

painted eye ; and therefore, on this occasion, his

politic forbearance had been overcome by the ac-

cumulated motives of his disgust. Indeed, he would
have resigned his charge with disdain, had he not

been encouraged to persevere, by the hopes of a

good living which Trunnion had in his gift, or

known how to dispose of himself for the present to

better advantage.

CHAPTER XXV.

He receives a Letter from his Aunt, breaks with the Com-

modore, and disobliges the Lieutenant, who, nevertheless,

undertakes his Cause.

Meanwhile he quitted the youth in high dudgeon,

and that same evening despatched a letter for Mrs.

Trunnion, which was dictated by the first transports

of his passion, and of course replete with severe

animadversions on the misconduct of his pupil.

In consequence of this complaint, it was not long

before Peregrine received an epistle from his aunt,

wherein she commemorated all the circumstances

of the commodore's benevolence towards him, when
he was helpless and forlorn, deserted and abandoned

by his own parents, upbraided him for his misbe-

haviour, and neglect of his tutor's advice, and in-

sisted upon his breaking off all intercourse with

that girl who had seduced his youth, as he valued

the continuance of her affection and her husband's

regard.

As our lover's own ideas of generosity were ex-

tremely refined, he was shocked at the indelicate

insinuations of Mrs. Trunnion, and felt all the pangs

of an ingenuous mind that labours under obligations

to a person whom it contemns. Far from obeying

her injunction, or humbling himself by a submissive

answer to her reprehension, his resentment buoyed

him up above every selfish consideration : he re-

solved to attach himself to Emilia, if possible more

than ever ; and although he was tempted to punish

the officiousness of Jolter, by recriminating upon

his life and conversation, he generously withstood

the impulse of his passion, because he knew that

his governor had no other dependence than the

good opinion of the commodore. He could not,

however, digest in silence the severe expostulations

of his aunt ; to which he replied by the following

letter, addressed to her husband.

" Sir,—Though my temper could never stoop to offer, nor,

I believe, your disposition deign to receive, that gross incense

which the illiberal only expect, and none but the base-minded

condescend to pay, my sentiments have always done justice

to your generosity, and my intention scrupulously adhered

to the dictates of my duty. Conscious of this integrity of

heart, I cannot but seveiely feel your lady's unkind (I will

not call it ungenerous) recapitulation of the favours I have

received ; and, as I take it for granted, that you knew and

approved of her letter, I must beg leave to assure you, that,

far from being swayed by menaces and reproach, I am deter-

mined to embrace the most abject extremity of fortune, rather

than suhmit to such a dishonourable compulsion. When I

am treated in a more delicate and respectful manner, 1 hope

I shall behave as becomes,
'• Sir, > our obliged " P. Pickle.'

The commodore, who did not understand those

nice distinctions of behaviour, and dreaded the con-

sequence of Peregrine's amour, against which he

was strangely prepossessed, seemed exasperated at

the insolence and obstinacy of his adopted son ; to

whose epistle he wrote the following answer, which

was transmitted by the hands of Hatchway, who
had orders to bring the delinquent along with him

to the garrison.

"Heark ye, Child,— You need not bring your fine

speeches to bear upon me. You only expend your ammu-
nition to no purpose. Your aunt told you nothing but truth

;

for it is always fair and honest to be above board, d'ye see. I

am informed as how you are in chase of a painted galley, which

will decoy you upon the flats of destruction, unless you keep

a better look-out and a surer reckoning than you have hi-

therto done; and I have sent Jack Hatchway to see how the

land lies, and warn you of your danger. If so be as you will

put about ship, and let him steer you into this harbour, you

shall meet with a safe berth and friendly reception ; but if

you refuse to alter your course, you cannot expect any further

assistance from yours, as you behave,
" Hawser Trunnion. '

Peregrine was equally piqued and disconcerted

at the receipt of this letter, which was quite dif-

ferent from what he had expected, and declared in

a resolute tone to the lieutenant, who brought it,

that he might return as soon as he pleased, for he

was determined to consult his own inclination, and

remain for some time longer where he was.

Hatchway endeavoured to persuade him by all

the arguments which his sagacity and friendship

could supply, to show a little more deference for the

old man, who was by this time rendered fretful and

peevish by the gout, which now hindered him from

enjoying himself as usual, and who might, in his

passion, take some step very much to the detriment

of the young gentleman, whom he had hitherto

considered as his own son. Among other remon-

strances, Jack observed that mayhaps Peregrine

had got under Emilia's hatches, and did not choose

to set her adrift ; and if that was the case, he him-

self would take charge of the vessel, and see her

cargo safely delivered; for he had a respect for the

young woman, and his needle pointed towards ma-
trimony ; and as, in all probability, she could not

be much the worse for the wear, he would make
shift to scud through life with her under an easy sail.

Our lover was deaf to all his admonitions, and
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having thanked him for this last instance of his

complaisance, repeated his resolution of adhering
to his first purpose. Hatchway having profited so

little by mild exhortations, assumed a more per-

emptory aspect, and plainly told him he neither

could nor would go home without him ; so he had
best make immediate preparation for the voyage.

Peregrine made no other reply to this declara-

tion than by a contemptuous smile, and rose from
his seat in order to retire ; upon which the lieute-

nant started up, and posting himself by the door,

protested, with some menacing gestures, that he
would not suffer him to run ahead neither. The
other, incensed at his presumption, in attempting
to detain him by force, tripped up his wooden leg,

and laid him on his back in a moment ; then walked
deliberately towards the park, in order to indulge

his reflection, which at that time teemed with dis-

agreeable thoughts. He had not proceeded two
hundred steps, when he heard something blowing
and stamping behind him ; and, looking back, per-

ceived the lieutenant at his heels, with rage and
indignation in his countenance. This exasperated
seaman, impatient of the affront he had received,

and forgetting all the circumstances of their former
intimacy, advanced with great eagerness to his old

friend, saying, " Look ye, brother, you're a saucy
boy, and if you was at sea, I would have your
backside brought to the davit for your disobe-

dience ; but as we are on shore, you and I must
crack a pistol at one another ; here is a brace, you
shall take which you please."

Peregrine, upon recollection, was sorry for hav-
ing been laid under the necessity of disobliging

honest Jack, and very frankly asked his pardon
for what he had done. But this condescension was
misinterpreted by the other, who refused any other
satisfaction but that which an officer ought to claim

;

and, with some irreverent expressions, asked if

Perry was afraid of his bacon. The youth, in-
flamed at this unjust insinuation, darted a ferocious
look at the challenger, told him he had paid but too
much regard to his infirmities, and bid him walk
forward to the park, where he would soon convince
him of his error, if he thought his concession pro-
ceeded from fear.

About this time, they were overtaken by Pipes,
who having heard the lieutenant's fall, and seen
him pocket his pistols, suspected that there was a
quarrel in the case, and followed him with a view
of protecting his master. Peregrine seeing him
arrive, and guessing his intention, assumed an air

of serenity, and pretending that he had left his

handkerchief at the inn, ordered his man to go
thither and fetch it to him in the park, where he
would find them at his return. This command was
twice repeated before Tom would take any other
notice of the message, except by shaking his head

;

but being urged with many threats and curses to

obedience, he gave them to understand that he
knew their drift too well to trust them by them-
selves. " As for you, Lieutenant Hatchway," said

he, " I have been your shipmate, and know you
to be a sailor, that's enough ; and as for master, I

know him to be as good a man as ever stepped be-
twixt stem and stern, whereby, if you have any
thing to say to him, I am your man, as the saying
is. Here's my sapling, and I don't value your

j

crackers of a rope's end" This oration, the longest
that ever Pipes was known to make, he concluded
with a flourish of his cudgel, and enforced with

such determined refusals to leave them, that they
found it impossible to bring the cause to mortal
arbitrement at that time, and strolled about the
park in profound silence

; during which, Hatch-
way's indignation subsiding, he all of a sudden
thrust out his hand as an advance to reconciliation,

which being cordially shaken by Peregrine, a ge-
neral pacification ensued ; and was followed by a
consultation about the means of extricating the
youth from his present perplexity. Had his dis-

position been like that of most other young men,
it would have been no difficult task to overcome
his difficulties ; but such was the obstinacy of his

pride, that he deemed himself bound in honour to

resent the letters he had received
; and, instead of

submitting to the pleasure of the commodore, ex-
pected an acknowledgment from him, without
which he would listen to no terms of accommoda-
tion. " Had I been his own son," said he, " I should
have bore his reproof, and sued for forgiveness;

but knowing myself to be on the footing of an
orphan, who depends entirely upon his benevolence,
I am jealous of every thing that can be construed
into disrespect, and insist upon being treated with
the most punctual regard. I shall now make ap-
plication to my father, who is obliged to provide for

me by the ties of nature, as well as the laws of the
land ; and if he shall refuse to do me justice, I can
never want employment while men are required for

his majesty's service.

The lieutenant, alarmed at this intimation, begged
he would take no new step until he should hear
from him ; and that very evening set out for the

garrison, where he gave Trunnion an account of
the miscarriage of his negotiation, told him how
highly Peregrine was offended at the letter,

communicated the young gentleman's sentiments

and resolution, and, finally, assured him, that unless

he should think proper to ask pardon for the offence

he had committed, he would, in all appearance,
never more behold the face of his godson.

The old commodore was utterly confounded at

this piece of intelligence ; he had expected all the

humility of obedience and contrition from the

young man
;
and, instead of that, received nothing

but the most indignant opposition, and even found
himself in the circumstances of an offender, obliged
to make atonement, or forfeit all correspondence
with his favourite. These insolent conditions at

first threw him into an agony of wrath, and he
vented execrations with such rapidity, that he left

himself no time to breathe, and had. almost been
suffocated with his choler. He inveighed bitterly

against the ingratitude of Peregrine, whom he
mentioned with many opprobrious epithets, and
swore that he ought to be keel-hauled for his pre-

sumption ; but when he began to reflect more
coolly upon the spirit of the young gentleman,
which had already manifested itself on many occa-
sions, and listened to the suggestions of Hatchway,
whom he had always considered as an oracle in

his way, his resentment abated, and he determined
to take Perry into favour again ; this placability

being not a little facilitated by Jack's narrative of
our hero's intrepid behaviour at the assembly, as

well as in the contest with him in the park. But
still this plaguey amour occurred like a bugbear to

his imagination ; for he held it as an infallible

maxim, that woman was an eternal source of misery
toman. Indeed, this apothegm he seldom repeated

since his marriage, except in the company of a
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very few intimates, to whose secresy and discretion

he could trust. Finding Jack himself at a nonplus

in the affair of Emilia, he consulted Mrs. Trunnion,

who was equally surprised and offended, when she

understood that her letter did not produce the de-

sired effect ; and, after having imputed the youth's

obstinacy to his uncle's unseasonable indulgence,

had recourse to the advice of the parson, who, still

with an eye to his friend's advantage, counselled

them to send the young gentleman on his travels,

in the course of which he woidd, in all probability,

forget the amusements of his greener years. The
proposal was judicious, and immediately approved,

when Trunnion going into his closet, after divers

efforts, produced the following billet, with which

Jack departed for Windsor that same afternoon.

" My good Lad,— If I gave offence in my last letter, I'm

sorry for't, d'ye see ; I thought it was the likeliest way to

bring you up; but, in time to come, you shall have a larger

swing of cable. When you can spare time, I shall be glad

if you will make a short trip and see your aunt, and him
who is

'• Your loving godfather and humble servant,
" Hawser Trunnion.

" P. S. If you want money, you may draw upon me pay-

able at sight."

CHAPTER XXVI.
He becomes melancholy and despondent—Is favoured with

a condescending Letter from his Uncle—Reconciles him-

self to his Governor, and sets out with Emilia and her

friend for Mrs. Gauntlet's House.

Peregrine, fortified as he was with pride and in-

dignation, did not fail to feel the smarting sugges-

tions of his present situation ; after having lived so

long in an affluent and imperious manner, he cotdd

ill brook the thoughts of submitting to the mor-

tifying exigencies of life. All the gaudy schemes

of pomp and pleasure, which his luxuriant ima-

gination had formed, began to dissolve, a train

of melancholy ideas took possession of his thoughts,

and the prospect of losing Emilia was not the least

part of his affliction. Though he endeavoured to

suppress the chagrin that preyed upon his heart,

he could not conceal the disturbance of his

mind from the penetration of that amiable young

lady, who sympathized with him in her heart,

though she could not give her tongue the liberty

of asking the cause of his disorder ; for, not-

withstanding all the ardour of his addresses, he

never could obtain from her the declaration of a

mutual flame; because, though he had hitherto

treated her with the utmost reverence and respect,

he had never once mentioned the final aim of his

passion. However honourable she supposed it to

be, she had discernment enough to foresee, that

vanity or interest, cooperating with the levity of

youth, might one day deprive her of her lover, and

she was too proud to give him any handle of exult-

ing at her expense. Although he was received by

her with the most distinguished civility, and even

an intimacy of friendship, all his solicitations could

never extort from her an acknowledgment of love
;

on the contrary, being of a gay disposition, she

sometimes coquetted with other admirers, that his

attention thus whetted might never a'oate, and that

he might see she had other resources, in case he

should flag in his affection.

This being the prudential plan on which she

acted, it cannot be supposed that she would con-

descend to inquire into the state of his thoughts,

when she saw him thus affected ; but she, never-

theless, imposed that task on her cousin and con-

fidant, who, as they walked together in the park,

observed that he seemed to be out of humour.

When this is the case, such a question generally

increases the disease; at least, it had that effect

upon Peregrine, who replied, somewhat peevishly,

" I assure you, madam, you never was more mis-

taken in your observations." " I think so too," said

Emilia, "forlneversawMr.Pickle in higherspirits."

—This ironical encomium completed his confusion

;

he affected to smile, but it was a smile of anguish, and

in his heart he cursed the vivacity of both. He
could not for his soul recollect himself so as to utter

one connected sentence ; and the suspicion that

they observed every circumstance of his behaviour,

threw such a damp on his spirits, that he was quite

overwhelmed with shame and resentment, when

Sophy, casting her eyes towards the gate, said,

" Yonder is your servant, Mr. Pickle, with another

man who seems to have a wooden leg." Peregrine

started at this intelligence, and immediately under-

went sundry changes of complexion, knowing that

his fate in a great measure depended upon the in-

formation he would receive from his friend.

Hatchway advancing to the company, after a

brace of sea bows to the ladies, took the youth

aside, and put the commodore's letter into his

hand, which threw him into such an agitation, that

he could scarce pronounce " Ladies, will you give

me leave ?" When, in consequence of their per -

mission, he attempted to open the billet, he fumbled

with such manifest disorder, that his mistress, who
watched his motions, began to think there was

something very interesting in the message ; and so

much was she affected with his concern, that she

was fain to turn her head another way, and wipe

the tears from her lovely eyes.

Meanwhile, Peregrine no sooner read the first

sentence, than his countenance, which before was

overcast with a deep gloom, began to be lighted

up, and every feature unbending by degrees, he

recovered his serenity. Having perused the letter,

his eyes sparkling with joy and gratitude, he hug-

ged the lieutenant in his arms, and presented him

to the ladies as one of his best friends. Jack met

with a most gracious reception, and shook Emilia

by the hand, telling her, with the familiar appella-

tion of old acquaintance, that he did not care how
soon he was master of such another clean- going

frigate as herself.

The whole company partook of this favourable

change that evidently appeared in our lover's re-

collection, and enlivened his conversation with

such an uncommon flow of sprightliness and good

humour, as even made an impression on the iron

countenance of Pipes himself, who actually smiled

with satisfaction as he walked behind them.

The evening being pretty far advanced, they

directed their course homeward; and, while the

valet attended Hatchway to the inn, Peregrine

escorted the ladies to their lodgings, where he owned

the justness of Sophy's remark, in saying he was

out of humour, and told them he had been ex-

tremely chagrined at a difference which had hap-

pened between him and his uncle, to whom, by the

letter which they had seen him receive, he now
found himself happily reconciled.

Having received, their congratulations, and de-

clined staying to sup with them, on account of the

longing desire he had to converse with his friend

Jack, he took his leave, and repaired to the inn,
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•where Hatchway informed him of every thing that

had happened in the garrison upon his representa-

tions. Far from being disgusted, he was perfectly

well pleased with the prospect of going abroad,

which flattered his vanity and ambition, gratified

his thirst after knowledge, and indulged that turn for

observation, for which he had been remarkable

from his most tender years. Neither did he believe

a short absence would tend to the prejudice of his

love, but, on the contrary, enhance the value of his

heart, because he should return better accomplished,

and consequently a more welcome offering to his

mistress. Elevated with these sentiments, his heart

dilated with joy, and the sluices of his natural be-

nevolence being opened by this happy turn of his

affairs, he sent his compliments to Mr. Jolter, to

whom he had not spoken during a whole week,

and desired he would favour Mr. Hatchway and

him with his company at supper.

The governor was not weak enough to decline

this invitation ; in consequence of which he forth-

with appeared, and was cordially welcomed by the

relenting pupil, who expressed his sorrow tor the

misunderstanding which had prevailed between

them, and assured him, that, for the future, he

would avoid giving him any just cause of com-

plaint. Jolter, who did not want affection, was

melted by this acknowledgment, which he could not

have expected, and earnestly protested, that his

chief study had always been, and ever should be,

to promote Mr. Pickle's interest and happiness.

The best part of the night being spent in the

circulation of a cheerful glass, the company broke

up ; and next morning Peregrine went out with a

view of making his mistress acquainted with his

uncle's intention of sending him out of the kingdom

for his improvement, and of saying everything

which he thought necessary for the interest of his

love. He found her at breakfast with her cousin ;

and, as he was very full of the subject of his visit,

had scarce fixed himself in his seat, when he brought

it upon the carpet, by asking with a smile, if the

ladies had any commands for Paris ? Emilia, at

this question began to stare, and her confidant de-

sired to know who was going thither? He no

sooner gave them to understand that he himself

intended in a short time to visit that capital, than

his mistress, with great precipitation, wished him a

good journey, and affected to talk with indifference

about the pleasures he would enjoy in France.

But when he seriously assured Sophy, who asked

if he was in earnest, that his uncle actually insisted

upon his making a short tour, the tears gushed in

poor Emilia's eyes, and she was at great pains to

conceal her concern, by observing that the tea was

so scalding hot, as to make her eyes water. This

pretext was too thin to impose upon her lover, or

even deceive the observation of her friend Sophy,

who, after breakfast, took an opportunity of quit-

ting the room.

Thus left by themselves, Peregrine imparted to

her what he had learned of the commodore's inten-

tion, without, however, mentioning a syllable of his

being offended at their correspondence, and accom-

panied his information with such fervent vows of

eternal constancy and solemn promises of a speedy

return, that Emilia's heart, which had been invaded

by a suspicion that this scheme of travelling was

the effect of her lover's inconstancy, began to be

more at ease ; and she could not help signify ing

her approbation of his design.

This affair being amicably compromised, he

asked how soon she proposed to set out for her

mother's house ; and understanding that her de-

parture was fixed for next day but one, and that

her cousin Sophy intended to accompany her in

her father's chariot, he repeated his intention of

attending her. In the mean time he dismissed his

governor and the lieutenant to the garrison, with

his compliments to his aunt and the commodore,

and a faithful promise of his being with them in

six davs at farthest.

These previous measuresbeing taken, he, attended

by Pipes, set out with the ladies ; and they had

also a convoy for twelve miles from Sophy's father,

who at parting recommended them piously to the

care of Peregrine, with whom, by this time, he

was perfectly well acquainted.

CHAPTER XXVH.
They meet with a dreadful alarm on the Road—Arrive at

their Journey's End—Peregrine is introduced to Emily's

Brother—These two young Gentlemen misunderstand each

other—Pickle departs for the Garrison.

As they travelled at an easy rate, they had per-

formed" something more than one half of their

iournev, when they were benighted near an inn,

at which they resolved to lodge. The accommoda-

tion was very good ;
they supped together with

great mirth and enjoyment, and it was not till alter

he had been warned by the yawns of the ladies,

that he conducted them to their apartment; where

wishing them good night, he retired to his own,

and went to rest.

The house was crowded with country people who

had been at a neighbouring fair, and now regaled

themselves with ale and tobacco m the yard ;
so

that their consideration, which at any time was but

slender, being now overwhelmed by this debauch,

they staggered into their respective kennels, and

left a lighted candle sticking to one of the wooden

pillars that supported the gallery.—The flame in a

little time laid hold on the wood, which was as dry

as tinder, and the whole gallery was on fire, when

Peregrine suddenly awaked, and found mmselt

almost suffocated. He sprung up m an instant,

slipped on his breeches, and throwing open the

door of his chamber, saw the whole entry in a blaze.

Heavens ! what were the emotions of his souL

when he beheld the volumes of flame and smoke

rolling towards the room where his dear Emilia lay

!

Regardless of his own danger, he darted himself

through the thickest of the gloom, when knocking

hard, and calling at the same time to the ladies,

with the most anxious intreaty to be admitted, the

door was opened bv Emilia in her shift, who asked,

with the utmost trepidation, what was the matter ?

He made no reply, but snatching her up in his

arms, like another JEneas, bore her through the

flames to a place of safety, where, leaving her

before she could recollect herself, or pronounce one

word, but " Alas ! my cousin Sophy '." he flew back

to the rescue of that young lady, and found her

alreadv delivered by "Pipes, who, having been

alarmed by the smell of fire, had got up, rushed

immediately to the chamber where he knew these

companions lodged, and (Emily being saved by her

lover) brought off Miss Sophy with the loss of his

own shock head of hair, which was singed off m
his retreat.

By this time the whole inn was alarmed ;
every
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lodger, as well as servant, exerted himself in order

to stop the progress of this calamity ; and there

heing a well replenished horse-pond in the yard, in

less than an hour the fire was totally extinguished,
without having done any other damage than that of
eonsumiag about two yards of the wooden gallery.

All this time our young gentleman closely at-

tended his fair charge, each of whom had swooned
with apprehension ; but as their constitutions were
good, and their spirits not easily dissipated, when
upon reflection they found themselves and their

company safe, and that the flames were happily
quenched, the tumult of their fears subsided, they
put on their clothes, recovered their good humour,
and began to rally each other on the trim in which
they had been secured. Sophy observed, that now
Mr. Pickle had an indisputable claim to her cousin's
affection ; and therefore she ought to lay aside all

afl'ected reserve for the future, and frankly avow
the sentiments of her heart. Emily retorted the
argument, putting her in mind, that, by the same
claim, Mr. Pipes was entitled to the like return
from her. Her friend admitted the force of the
conclusion, provided she could not find means of
satisfying her deliverer in another shape ; and
turning to the valet, who happened to be present,
asked, if his heart was not otherwise engaged?
Tom, who did not conceive the meaning of the
question, stood silent according to custom ; and the
interrogation being repeated, answered, with a
grin, " Heart-whole as a biscuit, I'll assure you,
mistress." " What?" said Emilia, " have you never
been in love, Thomas ?" " Yes, forsooth," replied
the valet without hesitation, " sometimes of a
morning." Peregrine could not help laughing, and
his mistress looked a little disconcerted at this blunt
repartee; while Sophy slipping a purse into his
hand, told him there was something to purchase a
periwig. Tom, having consulted his master's eyes,
refused the present, saying, " No, thank ye as much
as if I did." And though she insisted upon his
putting it in his pocket, as a small testimony of her
gratitude, he could not be prevailed upon to avail
himself of her generosity

; but, following her to the
other end of the room, thrust it into her sleeve
without ceremony, exclaiming, " I'll be d—d to
hell if I do." Peregrine having checked him for
his boorish behaviour, sent him out of the room,
and begged that Miss Sophy would not endeavour
to debauch the morals of his servant, who, rough
and uncultivated as he was, had sense enough to
perceive that he had no pretension to any such
acknowledgment. But she argued with great ve-
hemence, that she should never be able to make an
acknowledgment adequate to the service he had done
her, and that she should never be perfectly easy in

her own mind, until she found some opportunity of
manifesting the sense she had of the obligation :

" I do not pretend," said she, " to reward Mr. Pipes

;

but I shall be absolutely unhappy, unless I am
allowed to give him some token of my regard."

Peregrine, thus earnestly solicited/desired that,

since she was bent upon displaying her generosity,
she would not bestow upon him any pecuniary
gratification, but honour him with some trinket, as

a mark of consideration ; because he himself had
such a particular value for the fellow, on account
of his attachment and fidelity, that he should be
sorry to see him treated on the footing of a common
mercenary domestic.

There was not one jewel in the possession of this

grateful young lady, that she would not have
gladly given as a recompense, or badge of dis-

tinction to her rescuer ; but his master pitched

upon a seal ring of no great value, that hung at her
watch, and Pipes being called in, had permission to

accept that testimony of Miss Sophy's favour. Tom
received it accordingly with sundry scrapes, and,

having kissed it with great devotion, put it on his

little finger, and strutted oil', extremely proud of
his acquisition.

,
Emilia, with a most enchanting sweetness of

aspect, told her lover, that he had instructed her how
to behave towards him ; and, taking a diamond
ring from her finger, desired he would wear it for

her sake. He received the pledge as became him,

and presented another in exchange, which she at

first refused, alleging, that it would destroy the

intent of her acknowledgment ; but Peregrine
assured her, he had accepted her jewel, not as a
proof of her gratitude, but as the mark of her love

;

and that, if she refused a mutual token, he should
look upon himself as the object of her disdain.

Her eyes kindled, and her cheeks glowed with
resentment, at this impudent intimation, which she
considered as an unseasonable insult ; and the

young gentleman perceiving her emotion, stood

corrected for his temerity, and asked pardon for the

liberty of his remonstrance, which he hoped she
would ascribe to the prevalence of that principle

alone which he had always taken pride in avowing.
Sophy, seeing him disconcerted, interposed in his

behalf, and chid her cousin for having practised

such unnecessary affectation ; upon which Emilia,

softened into compliance, held out her finger as a
signal of her condescension. Peregrine put on the
ring with great eagerness, mumbled her soft white
hand in an ecstasy which would not allow him to

confine his embraces to that limb, but urged him to

seize her by the waist, and snatch a delicious kiss

from her love-pouting lips; nor would he leave her
a butt to the ridicule of Sophy, on whose mouth he
instantly committed a rape of the same nature ; so

that the two friends, countenanced by each other,

reprehended him with such gentleness of rebuke,
that he was almost tempted to repeat the offence.

The morning being now lighted up, and the

servants of the inn on foot, he ordered some choco-
late for breakfast, and, at the desire of the ladies,

sent Pipes to see the horses fed, and the chariot

prepared, while he went to the bar, and discharged
the bill.

These measures being taken, they set out about
five o'clock, and having refreshed themselves and
their cattle at another inn on the road, proceeded
in the afternoon. Without meeting with any other
accident, they safely arrived at the place of their

destination, where Mrs. Gauntlet expressed her joy
at seeing her old friend Mr. Pickle, whom, however,
she kindly reproached for the long discontinuance
of his regard. Without explaining the cause of
that interruption, he protested, that his love and
esteem had never been discontinued, and that, for

the future, he should omit no occasion of testifying

how much he had her friendship at heart. She
then made him acquainted with her son, who at

that time was in the house, being excused from his

duty by furlough.

This young man, whose name was Godfrey, was
about the age of twenty, of a middling size, vigor-
ous make, remarkably well shaped, and the scars of
the small pox, of whicli he bore a good number,

p
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added a peculiar manliness to the air of his coun-

tenance. His capacity was good, and his disposition

naturally frank and easy ; but he had been a soldier

from his infancy, and his education was altogether

in the military style. He looked upon taste and

letters as mere pedantry, beneath the consideration

of a gentleman ; and every civil station of life as

mean, -when compared with the profession of arms.

He had made great progress in the gymnastic

sciences of dancing, fencing, and riding, played

perfectly well on the German flute, and, above all

things, valued himself upon a scrupulous observ-

ance of all the points of honour.

Had Peregrine and he considered themselves

upon equal footing, in all probability they would

have immediately entered into a league of intimacy

and friendship. But this sufficient soldier looked

upon his sister's admirer as a young student, raw

from the university, and utterly ignorant of man-

kind ; while Squire Pickle beheld Godfrey in

the light of a needy volunteer, greatly inferior

to himself in fortune, as well as every other ac-

complishment. This mutual misunderstanding could

not fail of producing animosities. The very next

day after Peregrine's arrival, some sharp repar-

tees passed between them in presence of the

ladies, before whom each endeavoured to assert his

own superiority. In these contests our hero never

failed of obtaining the victory, because his genius

was more acute, and his talents better cultivated

than those of his antagonist, who therefore took

umbrage at his success, became jealous of his repu-

tation, and began to treat him with marks of scorn

and disrespect.

His sister saw, and dreading the consequence of

his ferocity, not only took him to task in private

for his impolite behaviour, but also intreated her

lover to make allowances for the roughness of her

brother's education. He kindly assured her, that,

whatever pains it might cost him to vanquish his

own impetuous temper, he would for her sake en-

dure all the mortifications to which her brother's

arrogance might expose him ;
and, after having

stayed with her two days, and enjoyed several

private interviews, during which he acted the part

of a most passionate lover, he took his leave of

Mrs. Gauntlet over night, and told the young ladies

he would call early next morning to bid them fare-

well. He did not neglect this piece of duty, and

found the two friends and breakfast already pre-

pared in the parlour. All three being extremely

affected with the thoughts of parting, a most pathetic

silence for some time prevailed, till Peregrine put

an end to it, by lamenting his fate, in being obliged

to exile himself so long from the dear object of his

most interesting wish. He begged, with the most

earnest supplications, that she would now, in con-

sideration of the cruel absence he must suffer, give

him the consolation which she had hitherto refused,

namely, that of knowing he possessed a place within

her heart. The confidant seconded his request,

representing, that it was now no time to disguise

her sentiments, when her lover was about to leave

the kingdom, and might be in danger of contracting

other connexions, unless he was confirmed in his

constancy, by knowing how far he could depend
upon her love

; and, in short, she was plied with

such irresistible importunities, that she answered,
in the utmost confusion, " Though I have avoided
literal acknowledgments, methinks the circum-
stances of my behaviour might have convinced

Mr. Pickle, that I do not regard him as a common
acquaintance." " My charming Emily !" cried the

impatient lover, throwing himself at her feet, " why
will you deal out my happiness in such scanty por-

tions ? Why will you thus mince the declaration

which would overwhelm me with pleasure, and

cheer my lonely reflection, while I sigh amid the

solitude of separation ?" His fair mistress, melted

by this image, replied, with the tears gushing from

her eyes, " I'm afraid I shall feel that separation

more'severely than you imagine." Transported at

this flattering confession, he pressed her to his

breast, and, while her head reclined upon his neck,

mingled his tears with hers in great abundance,

breathing the most tender vows of eternal fidelity.

The gentle heart of Sophy could not bear this scene

unmoved ; she wept with sympathy, and encouraged

the lovers to resign themselves to the will of fate,

and support their spirits with the hope of meeting

again on happier terms. Finally, after mutual pro-

mises, exhortations, and endearments, Peregrine

took his leave, his heart being so full, that he could

scarce pronounce the word Adieu ! and, mounting

his horse at the door, set out with Pipes for the

garrison.

CHAPTER XXVHT.

Peregrine is overtaken by Mr. Gauntlet, with whom he fights

a Duel, and contracts an intimate Friendship—He arrives

at the Garrison, and finds his Mother as implacable as

evet—He is insulted by his Brother Gam, whose Preceptor

he disciplines with a Horse-whip.

In order to expel the melancholy images that took

possession of his fancy, at parting from his mistress,

he called in the flattering ideas of those pleasures he

expected to enjoy in Prance ; and, before he had rode

ten miles, his imagination was effectually amused.

While he thus prosecuted his travels by anticipa-

tion, and indulged himself in all the insolence of

hope, at the turning of a lane he was all of a sudden

overtaken by Emilia's brother on horseback, who

told him he was riding the same way, and should

be glad of his company.

This young gentleman, whether prompted by per-

sonal pique, or actuated with zeal for the honour of

his family, had followed our hero, with a view of

obliging him to explain the nature of his attachment

to his sister, Peregrine returned his compliment

with such disdainful civility, as gave him room to

believe that he suspected his errand; and therefore,

without further preamble, he declared his business

in these words : " Mr. Pickle, you have carried on

a correspondence with my sister for some time, and

I should be glad to know the nature of it." To

this question our lover replied, " Sir, I should be

glad to know what title you have to demand that

satisfaction." " Sir," answered the other, " I de-

mand it in the capacity of a brother, jealous of his

own honour, as well as of his sister's reputation

;

and, if your intentions are honourable, you will not

refuse it." "Sir," said Peregrine, "I am not at

present disposed to appeal to your opinion for the

rectitude of my intentions ; and I think you assume

a little too much importance, in pretending to judge

my conduct." " Sir," replied the soldier, " I pretend

to judge the conduct of every man who interferes

with my concerns, and even to chastise him, if I

think he acts amiss." " Chastise !" cried the youth,

with indignation in his looks, " sure you dare not

apply that term to me !" " You are mistaken," said
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Godfrey ;
" I dare do any thing that becomes the

character of a gentleman." " Gentleman, God wot !"

replied the other, looking contemptuously at his

equipage, which was none of the most superb ;
" a

very pretty gentleman, truly '." The soldier's wrath
was inflamed by this ironical repetition, the con-

tempt of which his conscious poverty made him
feel ; and he called his antagonist Presumptuous
Boy ! Insolent Upstart ! with other epithets, which
Perry retorted with great bitterness. A formal chal-

lenge having passed betwen them, they alighted at

the first inn, and walked into the next field, in order

to decide their quarrel by the sword. Having
pitched upon the spot, helped to pull off each other's

boots, and laid aside their coats and waistcoats,

Mr. Gauntlet told his opponent, that he himself was
looked upon in the army as an expert swordsman

;

and that, if Mr. Pickle had not made that science

his particular study, they should be upon a more
equal footing in using pistols. Peregrine was too

much incensed to thank him for his plain dealing,

and too confident of his own skill, to relish the

other's proposal, which he accordingly rejected.

Then, drawing his sword, he observed, that, were
he to treat Mr. Gauntlet according to his deserts,

he would order his man to punish his audacity with

a horse-whip. Exasperated at this expression, which
he considered as an indelible affront, he made no
reply, but attacked his adversary with equal ferocity

and address. The youth parried his first and second
thrust, but received the third in the outside of his

sword arm. Though the wound was superficial, he
was transported with rage at the sight of his own
blood, and returned the assault with such fury and
precipitation, that Gauntlet, loth to take advantage
of his unguarded heat, stood upon the defensive.

In the second longe, Peregrine's weapon entering
a kind of net work in the shell of Godfrey's sword,
the blade snapped in two, and left him at the mercy
of the soldier, who, far from making an insolent

use of the victory he had gained, put up his Toledo
with great deliberation, like a man who had been
used to that kind of rencounters, and observed,
that such a blade as Peregrine's was not to be trusted

with a man's life. Then, advising the owner to

treat a gentleman in distress with more respect for

the future, he slipped on his boots, and, with sullen

dignity of demeanour, stalked back to the inn.

Though Pickle was 'extremely mortified at his

miscarriage in this adventure, he was also struck

with the behaviour of his antagonist, which af-

fected him the more, as he understood that Godfrey's

fierU had proceeded from the jealous sensibility of

a gentleman declined into the vale of misfortune.

Gauntlet's valour and moderation induced him to

put a favourable construction on all those circum-

stances of that young soldier's conduct, which had
before given him disgust. Though, in any other

case, he would have industriously avoided the least

appearance of submission, he followed his conqueror

to the inn, with a view of thanking him for his ge-

nerous forbearance, and of soliciting his friendship

and correspondence.

Godfrey had his foot in the stirrup, to mount,
when Peregrine coming up to him, desired he would
defer his departure for a quarter of an hour, and
favour him with a little private conversation. The
soldier, who mistook the meaning of the request,

immediately quitted his horse, and followed Pickle
into a chamber, where he expected to find a brace

of pistols loaded on the table ; but he was very

agreeably deceived, when our hero, in the most re-

spectful terms, acknowledged his noble deportment
in the field, owned, that till then he had misunder-
stood his character, and begged that he would
honour him with his intimacy and correspondence.

Gauntlet, who had seen undoubted proofs of

Peregrine's courage, which had considerably raised

him in his esteem, and had sense enough to per-

ceive that this concession was not owing to any-

sordid or sinister motive, embraced his offer with

demonstrations of infinite satisfaction. When he

understood the terms on which Mr. Pickle was
with his sister, he proffered his service in his turn,

either as agent, mediator, or confidant. Nay, to

give his new friend a convincing proof of his sin-

cerity, he disclosed to him a passion which he had
for some time entertained for his cousin Miss
Sophy, though he durst not reveal his sentiments

to her father, lest he shoidd be offended at his pre-

sumption, and withdraw his protection from the

family.

Peregrine's generous heart was wrung with an-

guish, when he understood that this young gentle-

man, who was the only son of a distinguished

officer, had carried arms for the space of five years,

without being able to retain a subaltern's com-
mission, though he had always behaved with re-

markable regularity and spirit, and acquired the

friendship and esteem of all the officers under
whom he had served.

He would, at that time, with the utmost pleasure,

have shared his finances with him ; but, as he
would not run the risk of offending the young
soldier's delicacy of honour, by a premature exer-

tion of his liberality, he resolved to insinuate him-
self into an intimacy with him, before he would
venture to take such freedoms ; and, with that view,

pressed Mr. Gauntlet to accompany him to the

garrison, where he did not doubt of having in-

fluence enough to make him a welcome guest.

Godfrey thanked him very courteously for his in-

vitation, which he said he could not immediately

accept ; but promised, if he would favour him with

a letter, and fix the time at which he proposed to

set out for France, he would endeavour to visit him
at the commodore's habitation, and from thence

give him a convoy to Dover. This new treaty

being settled, and a dossil of lint, with a snip of

plaster, applied to our adventurer's wound, he parted

from the brother of his dear Emilia, to whom, and
his friend Sophy, he sent his kindest wishes ; and,

having lodged one night upon the road, arrived

next day in the afternoon at the garrison, where
he found all his friends in good health, and over-
joyed at his return.

The commodore, who was by this time turned of
seventy, and altogether crippled by the gout, seldom
went abroad

;
and, as his conversation was not very

entertaining, had but little company within doors ;

so that his spirits must have quite stagnated, had
they not been kept in motion by the conversation

of Hatchway, and received, at different times, a
wholesome fillip from the discipline of his spouse,

who, by the force of pride, religion, and Cogniac,
had erected a most terrible tyranny in the house.

There was such a quick circulation of domestics in

the family, that every suit of livery had been worn
by figures of all dimensions. Trunnion himself had,
long before this time, yielded to the torrent of her
arbitrary sway, though not without divers obstinate

efforts to maintain his liberty; and now that he
P 2
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was disabled by his infirmities, when he used to

hear his empress singing the loud Orthyan song

among the servants below, he would often, in

whispers, communicate to the lieutenant hints of

what he would do, if so be as how he was not de-

prived of the use of his precious limbs. Hatchway

was the only person whom the temper of Mrs.

Trunnion respected, either because she dreaded his

ridicule, or looked upon his person with eyes of

affection. This being the situation of things in the

garrison, it is not to be doubted that the old gentle-

man highly enjoyed the presence of Peregrine,

who found means "to ingratiate himself so effectually

with his aunt, that, while he remained at home, she

seemed to have exchanged the disposition of a

tigress, for that of a gentle kid. But he found his

own mother as implacable, and his father as much
hen-pecked as ever.

Gamaliel, who now very seldom enjoyed the con-

versation of his old friend the commodore, had

some time ago entered into an amicable society,

consisting of the barber, apothecary, attorney, and
exciseman of the parish, among whom he used to

spend the evening at Tunley's, and listen to their

disputes upon philosophy and politics with great

comfort and edification, while his sovereign lady

domineered at home as usual, visited with great

pomp in the neigbourhood, and employed her chief

care in the education of her darling son Gam, who
was now in the fifteenth year of his age, and so re-

markable for his perverse disposition, that, in spite

of his mother's influence and authority, he was not

only hated, but also despised, both at home and
abroad. She had put him under the tuition of

the curate, who lived in the family, and was obliged

to attend him in all his exercises and excursions.

This governor was a low bred fellow, who had
neither experience nor ingenuity, but possessed a

large fund of adulation and servile complaisance,

by which he had gained the good graces of Mrs.

Pickle, and presided over all her deliberations, in

the same manner as his superior managed those of

Mrs. Trunnion.

He had one day rode out to take the air with

his pupil, who, as I have already observed, was
odious to the poor people, for having killed their

dogs, and broken their enclosures, and, on account

of his hump, was distinguished by the title of My
Lord, when in a narrow lane they chanced to meet
Peregrine on horseback.

The young squire no sooner perceived his elder

brother, against whom he had been instructed to

bear the most inveterate grudge, than he resolved

to insult him en passant, and actually rode against

him full gallop. Our hero, guessing his aim, fixed

himself in his stirrups, and, by a dexterous man-
agement of the reins, avoided the shock in such a
manner, as that their legs only should encounter,
by which means my lord was tilted out of his

saddle, and, in a twinkling, laid sprawling in the

dirt. The governor, enraged at the disgrace of his

charge, advanced with great insolence and fury,

and struck at Peregrine with his whip. Nothing
could be more agreeable to our young gentleman
than this assault, which furnished him with an op-
portunity of chastising an officious wretch, whose
petulance and malice he had longed to punish. He
therefore, spurring up his horse towards his anta-
gonist, overthrew liim in the middle of a hedge.
Before he had time to recollect himself from the
confusion of the fall, Pickle alighted in a trice, and

exercised his horse-whip with such agility about

the curate's face and ears, that he was fain to pros-

trate himself before his enraged conqueror, and

implore his forbearance in the most abject terms.

While Peregrine was thus employed, his brother

Gam had made shift to rise and attack him in the

rear ; for which reason, when the tutor was quelled,

the victor faced about, snatched the weapon out of

his hand, and having broken it to pieces, remounted

his horse, and rode off, without deigning to honour

him with any other notice.

The condition in which they returned produced

infinite clamour against the conqueror, who was

represented as a ruffian who had lain in ambush to

make away with his brother, in whose defence the

curate was said to have received those cruel stripes,

that hindered him from appearing for three whole

weeks in the performance of his duty at church.

Complaints were made to the commodore, who,

having inquired into the circumstances of the affair,

approved of what his nephew had done ; adding,

with many oaths, that, provided Peregrine had been

out of the scrape, he wished Crook-back had broke

his neck in the fall.

CHAPTER XXIX.

He projects a plan of Revenge, which is executed against the

Curate.

Our hero, exasperated at the villany of the curate

in the treacherous misrepresentation he had made
of this rencounter, determined to practise upon

him a method of revenge, which should be not

only effectual, but also unattended with any bad

consequence to himself. For this purpose he and

Hatchway, to whom he imparted his plan, went to

the alehouse one evening, and called for an empty

room, knowing there was no other but that whieh

they had chosen for the scene of action. This

apartment was a sort of parlour that fronted the

kitchen, with a window towards the yard ; where,

after they had sat some time, the lieutenant

found means to amuse the landlord in discourse,

while Peregrine, stepping out into the yard, by the

talent of mimicry, which he possessed in a surprising

degree, counterfeited a dialogue between the curate

and Tunley's wife. This reaching the ears of the

publican, for whose hearing it was calculated, in-

flamed his naturally jealous disposition to such a

degree, that he could not conceal his emotion, but

made an hundred efforts to quit the room ; while

the lieutenant, smoking his pipe with great gravity,

as i f he neither heard what passed, nor took notice

of the landlord's disorder, detained him on the

spot by a succession of questions which he could

not refuse to answer, though he stood sweating

with agony all the time, stretching his neck every

instant towards the window through which the

voices were conveyed, scratching his head, and ex-

hibiting sundry other symptoms of impatience and

agitation. At length, the supposed conversation came

to such a pitch of amorous complaisance, that the

husband, quite frantic with his imaginary disgrace,

rushed out at the door, crying, " Coming, sir."

But, as he was obliged to make a circuit round one

half of the house, Peregrine had got in by the

window before Tunley arrived in the yard.

According to the feigned intelligence he had
received, he ran directly to the barn, in expectation

of making some very extraordinary discovery ;

and having employed some minutes in rummaging
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the straw to no purpose, returned in a state of dis-

traction to the kitchen, just as his wife chanced to

enter at the other door. The circumstance of her

appearance confirmed him in the opinion that the

deed was done. As the disease of heing henpecked

was epidemic in the parish, lie durst not express

the least hint of his uneasiness to her, hut resolved

to take vengeance on the libidinous priest, who,

he imagined, had corrupted the chastity of his

spouse.

The two confederates, in order to he certified

that their scheme had taken effect, as well as to

blow up the flame which they had kindled, called

for Tuniey, in whose countenance they could easily

discern his confusion. Peregrine, desiring him to

sit down and drink a glass with them, began to in-

terrogate him about his family, and, among other

things, asked him how long he had been married to

that handsome wife ?" This question, which was put

with an arch significance of look, alarmed the pub-

icau, who began to fear that Pickle had overheard

his dishonour ; aud this suspicion was not at all

removed, when the lieutenant, with a sly regard,

pronounced, " Tuniey, wan't you noosed by the

curate ?" " Yes, I was," replied the landlord with

an eagerness and perplexity of tone, as if he

thought the lieutenant knew that thereby hung a

tale ; and Hatchway supported this suspicion, by
answering, " Nay, as for that matter, the curate

may be a very sufficient man in his way." This

transition from his wife to the curate, convinced

him that his shame was known to his guests ; and,

in the transport of his indignation, he pronounced

with great emphasis, " A sufficient man ! odds

heart ! I believe they are wolves in sheep's

clothing. I wish to God I could see the day,

master, when there shall not be a priest, an excise-

man, or a customhouse officer in this kingdom. As
for that fellow of a curate, if I do catch him—It

don't signify talking—But, by the Lord !—Gentle-

men, my service to you."

The associates being satisfied, by these abrupt

insinuations, that they had so far succeeded in

their aim, waited with impatience two or three

days, in expectation of hearing that Tuniey had
fallen upon some method of being revenged for this

imaginary wrong : but finding that either his in-

vention was too shallow, or his inclination too

languid, to gratify their desire of his own accord,

they determined to bring the affair to such a crisis,

that he should not be able to withstand the oppor-

tunity of executing his vengeance. With this view

they one evening hired a boy to run to Mr. Pickle's

house, and tell the curate, that Mrs. Tuniey being

taken suddenly ill, her husband desired he would

come immediately, and pray with her. Meanwhile,

they had taken possession of a room in the house ;

and Hatchway engaging the landlord in conversa-

tion, Peregrine, in his return from the yard, ob-

served, as if by accident, that the parson was gone

into the kitchen, in order, as he supposed, to cate-

chise Tunley's wife.

The publican started at this intelligence, and,

under pretence of serving another company in the

next room, went out to the barn, where arming
himself with a flail, he repaired to a lane through
which the curate was under a necessity of passing

in his way home. There he lay in ambush, with

fell intent ; and when the supposed author of his

shame arrived, greeted him in the dark with such

a salutation, as forced him to stagger backward

three paces at least. If the second application had

taken effect, in all probability, that spot would

have been the boundary of the parson's mortal

peregrination; but, luckily for him, his antagonist

was not expert in the management of his weapon,

which by a twist of the thong that connected the

legs, instead of pitching upon the head of the asto-

nished curate, descended in an oblique direction on

his own pate, with such a swing, that the skull

actually rung like an apothecary's mortar, and ten

thousand lights seemed to dance before his eyes.

The curate recollecting himself during the respite

he obtained from this accident, and believing his

aggressor to be some thiefwho lurked in that place

for prey, resolved to make a running fight, until he

should arrive within cry of his habitation. With
this design he raised up his cudgel for the defence

of his head, and, betaking himself to his heels,

began to roar for help with the lungs of a Stentor.

Tuniey, throwing away the flail, which he durst no

longer trust with the execution of his revenge,

pursued the fugitive with all the speed he could

exert ; and the other, either unnerved by fear, or

stumbling over a stone, was overtaken before he

had run an hundred paces. He no sooner felt the

wind of the publican's fist that whistled round his

ears, than he fell flat upon the earth at full length,

and the cudgel flew from his unclasping hand ;

when Tuniey, springing like a tiger upon his back,

rained such a shower of blows upon his carcase,

that he imagined himself under the discipline of

ten pair of fists at least ;
yet the imaginary cuckold,

not satisfied with annoying the priest in this man-

ner, laid hold on one of his ears with his teeth, and

bit so unmercifully, that the curate was found

almost entranced with pain by two labourers, at

whose approach the assailant retreated unperceived.

The lieutenant had posted himself at the win-

dow, in order to see the landlord at his first return

;

and no sooner perceived him enter the yard, than

he called him into the apartment, impatient to learn

the effects of their stratagem. Tuniey obeyed the

summons, and appeared before his guests in all the

violence of rage, disorder, and fatigue ; his nostrils

were dilated more than one half beyond their na-

tural capacity, his eyes rolled, his teeth chattered,

he snored in breathing as if he had been oppressed

by the night-mare, and streams of sweat flowed

down each side of his forehead.

Peregrine, affecting to start at the approach of

such an uncouth figure, asked if he had been

wrestling with a spirit ;
upon which he answered,

with great vehemence, " Spirit ! No, no, master, I

have had a roll and tumble with the flesh. A dog

!

I'll teach him to come a caterwauling about my
doors." Guessing from this reply, that his aim

was accomplished, and curious to know the par-

ticulars of the rencounter, " Well, then," said the

youth, " I hope you have prevailed against the

flesh, Tuniey." "Yes, yes," answered the publican,

" I have cooled his capissens, as the saying is : I

have played such a tune about his ears, that I'll be

bound he shan't long for music this month. A
goatish ram-faced rascal! Why, he's a perfect

parish bull, as I hope to live."

Hatchway, observing that he seemed to have

made a stout battle, desired he would sit down and

recover wind ; and after he had swallowed a brace

of bumpers, his vanity prompted him to expatiate

upon his own exploit in such a manner, that the

I

confederates, without seeming to know the curate
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was his antagonist, became acquainted with every

circumstance of the ambuscade.
Tunley had scarce got the better of his agitation,

when his wife, entering the room, told them by way
of news, that some waggish body had sent Mr.
Sackbut the curate to pray with her. This name
inflamed the husband's choler anew

;
and, forget-

ting all his complaisance for his spouse, he replied,

with a rancorous grin, " Add rabbit him ! I doubt

not but you found his admonitions deadly comfort-

able !" The landlady, looking at her vassal with a

sovereign aspect, " What crotchets," said she, " have

you got in your fool's head, I trow ? I know no
business you have to sit here like a gentleman with

your arms a-kimbo, when there's another company
in the house to be served." The submissive hus-

band took the hint, and, without further expostu-

lation, sneaked out of the room.
Next day it was reported, that Mr. Sackbut had

been waylaid, and almost murdered by robbers, and
an advertisement was pasted upon the church door,

offering a reward to any person that should discover

the assassin ; but he reaped no satisfaction from
this expedient, and was confined to his chamber a
whole fortnight by the bruises he had received.

CHAPTER XXX.
Mr. Sackbut and his Pupil conspire against Peregrine, who,

being apprised of their Design by his Sister, takes Mea-
sures for counterworking their Scheme, which is executed

by mistake upon Mr. Gauntlet—This young Soldier meets

with a cordial reception from the Commodore, who gene-

rously decoys him into his own Interest.

When he considered the circumstances of the am-
buscade, he could not persuade himself that he had
been assaulted by a common thief, because it was
not to be supposed that a robber woidd have amused
himself in pommeling rather than in rifling his

prey. He therefore ascribed his misfortune to the
secret enmity of some person who had a design
upon his life

;
and, upon mature deliberation, fixed

his suspicion upon Peregrine, who was the only
man on earth from whom he thought he deserved
such treatment. He communicated his conjecture

to his pupil, who readily adopted his opinion, and
advised him strenuously to revenge the wrong by a
like contrivance, without seeking to make a nar-
rower inquiry, lest his enemy should be thereby
put upon his guard.

This proposal being relished, they in concert re-

volved the means of retorting the ambush with
interest, and actually laid such a villanous plan for

attacking our hero in the dark, that, had it been
executed according to their intention, the young
gentleman's scheme of travelling would have been
effectually marred. But their machinations were
overheard by Miss Pickle, who was now in the
seventeenth year of her age, and, in spite of the
prejudice of education, entertained in secret a most
sisterly affection for her brother Perry, though she
had never spoke to him, and was deterred by the
precepts, vigilance, and menaces of her mother,
from attempting any means of meeting him in pri-
vate. She was not, however, insensible to his
praise, which was loudly sounded forth in the
neighbourhood, and never failed of going to church,
and every other place, where she thought she
might have an opportunity of seeing this amvble
brother. With these sentiments it cannot je sup-
posed that she would hear the conspiracy without
emotion. She was shocked at the treacherous

barbarity of Gam, and shuddered at the prospect of

the danger to which Peregrine would be exposed

from their malice. She durst not communicate
this plot to her mother, because she was afraid that

lady's unaccountable aversion for her first-born

would hinder her from interposing in his behalf,

and consequently render her a sort of accomplice

in the guilt of his assassins. She therefore re-

solved to warn Peregrine of the conspiracy, an
account of which she transmitted to him in an

affectionate letter, by means of a young gentleman
in that neighbourhood, who made his addresses to

her at that time, and who, at her request, offered

his service to our hero, in defeating the projects of

his adversaries.

Peregrine was startled when he read the particu-

lars of their scheme, which was no other than an
intention to sally upon him when he should be

altogether unprovided against such an attack, cut

off his ears, and otherwise mutilate him in such a

manner, that he should have no cause to be vain of

his person for the future.

Incensed as he was against the brutal disposition

of his own father's son, he could not help being

moved at the integrity and tenderness of his sister,

of whose inclinations towards him he had been
hitherto kept in ignorance. He thanked the gen-

tleman for his honourable dealing, and expressed

a desire of being better acquainted with his virtues

;

told him that, now he was cautioned, he hoped
there would be no necessity for giving him any
further trouble ; and wrote by him a letter of

acknowledgment to his sister, for whom he ex-

pressed the utmost love and regard, beseeching her

to favour him with an interview before his depar-

ture, that he might indulge his fraternal fondness,

and be blessed with the company and countenance

of one at least belonging to his own family.

Having imparted this discovery to his friend

Hatchway, they came to a resolution of counter-

mining the plan of their enemies. As they did not

choose to expose themselves to the insinuations of

slander, which would have exerted itself at their

expense, had they, even in defending themselves,

employed any harsh means of retaliation, they in-

vented a method of disappointing and disgracing

their foes, and immediately set Pipes at work to

forward the preparations.

Miss Pickle having described the spot which the

assassins had pitched upon for the scene of their

vengeance, our triumvirate intended to have placed

a sentinel among the corn, who should come and
give them intelligence when the ambuscade was laid

;

and, in consequence of that information, they would
steal softly towards the place, attended by three or

four of the domestics, and draw a large net over

the conspirators, who, being entangled in the toil,

should be disarmed, fettered, heartily scourged, and
suspended between two trees in the snare, as a
spectacle to all passengers that should chance to

travel that way.
The plan being thus digested, and the commo-

dore made acquainted with the whole affair, the

spy was sent upon duty, and everybody within

floors prepared to go forth upon the first notice.

One whole evening did they spend in the most im-
patient expectation ; but, on the second, the scout

crept into the garrison, and assured them that he
had perceived three men skulking behind the

hedge, on the road that led to the public-house,

from which Peregrine and the lieutenant used
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every night to return about that hour. Upon this

intelligence, the confederates set out immediately

with all their implements. Approaching the scene

with as little noise as possible, they heard the sound

of blows ; and, though the night was dark, per-

ceived a sort of tumultuous conflict on the very

spot which the conspirators had possessed. Sur-

prised at this occurrence, the meaning of which he

could not comprehend, Peregrine ordered his myr-

midons to halt and reconnoitre ; and immediately

his ears were saluted with an exclamation of " You
shan't 'scape me, rascal." The voice being quite

familiar to him, he all at once divined the cause

of that confusion which they had observed ; and

running up to the assistance of the exclaimer, found

a fellow on his knees begging his life of Mr.

Gauntlet, who stood over him with a naked hanger

in his hand.

Pickle instantly made himself known to his

friend, who told him that, having left his horse at

Tuuley's, he was, in his way to the garrison, set

upon by three ruffians, one of whom, being the

very individual person now in his power, had come

behind him, and struck with a bludgeon at his

head, which, however, he missed, and the instru-

ment descended on his left shoulder ; that, upon

drawing his hanger, and laying about him in the

dark, the other two fled, leaving their companion,

whom he had disabled, in the lurch.

Peregrine congratulated him upon his safety, and

having ordered Pipes to secure the prisoner, con-

ducted Mr. Gauntlet to the garrison, where he met

with a very hearty reception from the commodore,

to whom he was introduced as his nephew's intimate

friend ; not but that, in all likelihood, he would have

abated somewhat of his hospitality, had he known

that he was the brother of Perry's mistress ; but

her name the old gentleman had never thought of

asking, when he inquired into the particulars of his

godson's amour.

The captive being examined, in presence of Trun-

nion and all his adherents, touching the ambuscade,

owned, that, being in the service of Gam Pickle,

he had been prevailed upon, by the solicitations of

his master and the curate, to accompany them in

their expedition, and undertake the part which he

had acted against the stranger, whom he and his em-

ployers mistook for Peregrine. In consideration of

this frank acknowledgment, and a severe wound

he had received in his right arm, they resolved to

inflict no other punishment on this malefactor, than

to detain him all night in the garrison, and next

morning carry him before a justice of the peace,

to whom he repeated all that he had said over night,

and, with his own hand, subscribed his confession,

copies of which were handed about the neighbour-

hood, to the unspeakable confusion and disgrace of

the curate and his promising pupil.

Meanwhile Trunnion treated the young soldier

with uncommon marks of respect, being prepos-

sessed in his favour by this adventure, which he had

so gallantly achieved, as well as by the encomiums

that Peregrine bestowed upon his valour and gene-

rosity. He liked his countenance, which was bold

and hardy, admired his Herculean limbs, and de-

lighted in asking questions concerning the service

he had seen.

The day after his arrival, while the conversation

turned on this last subject, the commodore, taking

the pipe out of his mouth, " I'll tell you what, bro-

ther," said he, " five-and-forty years ago, when I

was third lieutenant of the "Warwick man-of-war,

there was a very stout young fellow on board, a

subaltern officer of marines ; his name was not un-

like your own, d'ye see, being Guntlet, with a G.

I remember he and I could not abide one another

at first, because, d'ye see, I was a sailor and he a

landsman, till we fell in with a Frenchman, whom
we engaged for eight glasses, and at length boarded

and took, I was the first man that stood on the

enemy's deck, and should have come scurvily off,

d'ye see, if Guntlet had not jumped to my assist-

ance ; but we soon cleared ship, and drove them to

close quarters, so that they were obliged to strike

;

and from that day Guntlet and I were sworn bro-

thers as long as he remained on board. He was

exchanged into a marching regiment, and what

became of him afterwards, Lord in heaven knows ;

but this I'll say of him, whether he be dead or

alive, he feared no man that ever wore a head, and

was, moreover, a very hearty messmate."

The stranger's breast glowed at this eulogium,

which was no sooner pronounced, than he eagerly

asked if the French ship was not the Diligence ?

The commodore replied with a stare, " The very

same, my lad." " Then," said Gauntlet, " the person

of whom you are pleased to make such honourable

mention was my own father." " The devil he was
!"

cried Trunnion, shaking him by the hand, " I am
rejoiced to see a son of Ned Guntlet in my house."

This discovery introduced a thousand questions,

in the course of which the old gentleman learned

the situation of his friend's family, and discharged

innumerable execrations upon the ingratitude and

injustice of the ministry, which had failed to provide

for the son of such a brave soldier. Nor was his

friendship confined to such ineffectual expressions;

he that same evening signified to Peregrine a desire

of doing something for his friend. This inclination

was so much praised, encouraged, and promoted

by his godson, and even supported by his counsellor

Hatchway, that our hero was empowered to present

him with a sum of money sufficient to purchase a

commission.
Though nothing could be more agreeable to

Pickle than this permission, he was afraid that

Godfrey's scrupulous disposition would hinder him

from subjecting himself to any such obligation ;

and therefore proposed that he should be decoyed

into his own interest by a feigned story, in conse-

quence of which he would be prevailed upon to

accept of the money, as a debt which the commo-
dore had contracted of his father at sea. Trunnion

made wry faces at this expedient, the necessity ot

which he could not conceive, without calling in

question the common sense of Gauntlet, as he took

it for granted, that such offers as those were not to

be rejected on any consideration whatever. Besides,

he could not digest an artifice, by which he himself

must own that he had lived so many years, without

manifesting the least intention of doing justice to

his creditor. All these objections, however, were

removed by the zeal and rhetoric of Peregrine, who
represented that it would be impossible to befriend

him on any other terms ; that his silence hitherto

would be imputed to his want of information,

touching the circumstances and condition of his

friend ; and that his remembering and insisting

upon discharging the obligation, after such an in-

terval of time, when the whole affair was in oblivion,

would be the greatest compliment he could pay to

his own honour and integrity.
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Thus persuaded, he took an opportunity of Gaunt-
let's being alone with him to broach the affair, tell-

ing the young man, that his father had avanced a
sum of money for him, when they sailed together,

on account of the mess, as well as to stop the mouth
of a clamorous creditor at Portsmouth ; and that

the said sum, with interest, amounted to about four

hundred pounds, which he would now, with great

thankfulness, repay.

Godfrey was amazed at this declaration, and, after

a considerable pause, replied, that he had never
heard his parents mention any such debt ; that no
memorandum or voucher of it was found among
his father's papers ; and that, in all probability, it

must have been discharged long ago, although the

commodore, in such a long course of time, and
hurry of occupation, might have forgot the repay-
ment. He therefore desired to be excused from
accepting, what, in his own conscience, he believed
way not his due ; and complimented the old gen-
tleman upon his being so scrupulously just and
honourable.

The soldier's refusal, which was matter of asto-

nishment to Trunnion, increased his inclination to
assist him

; and, on pretence of acquitting his own
character, he urged his beneficence with such ob-
stinacy, that Gauntlet, afraid of disobliging him,
was in a manner compelled to receive a draught for
the money, for which he subscribed an ample dis-

charge, and immediately transmitted the order to
his mother, whom, at the same time, he informed
of the circumstances by which the}- had so unex-
pectedly gained this accession of fortune.

Such a piece of news could not fail of being
agreeable to Mrs. Gauntlet, who, by the first post,

wrote a polite letter of acknowledgment to the
commodore, another to her own son importing, that
she had already sent the draught to a friend in
London, with directions to deposit it in the hands
of a certain banker, for the purchase of the first

ensigney to be sold ; and she took the liberty of
sending a third to Peregrine, couched in very af-

fectionate terms, with a kind postscript, signed by-
Miss Sophy and his charming Emilia.

This affair being transacted to the satisfaction of
all concerned, preparations were set on foot for the
departure of our hero, on whom his uncle settled
an annuity of eight hundred pounds, being little less
than one half of his whole income. By this time in-
deed, the old gentleman could easily afford to alienate
such a part of his fortune, because he entertained
little or no company, kept few servants, and was
remarkably plain and frugal in his house-keeping;
Mrs. Trunnion being now some years on the wrong
side of fifty, her infirmities began to increase ; and
though her pride had suffered no diminution, her
vanity was altogether subdued by her avarice.
A Swiss valet-de-chambre, who had already made

the tour of Europe, was hired for the care of Pere-
grine's own person; Pipes being ignorant of the
French language, as well as otherwise unfit for the
office of a fashionable attendant, it was resolved
that he should remain in garrison ; and his place
was immediately supplied by a Parisian lacquey
engaged at London for that purpose. Pipes did not
seem to relish this disposition of things ; and though
he made no verbal objections to it, looked re-
markably sour at his successor upon his first arrival

;

but this sullen fit seemed gradually to wear off;
and, long before his master's departure, he had
recovered his natural tranquillity and unconcern.

CHAPTER XXXI.
The two young Gentlemen display their Talenls for Gallantry.

in the course of which they are involved in a ludicrous
circumstance of Distress, and afterwards take Vengeance

on the Author of their Mishap.

Meaxwhile our hero and his new friend, together
with honest Jack Hatchway, made daily excursions
into the country, visited the gentlemen in the
neighbourhood, and frequently accompanied them
to the chase ; all three being exceedingly caressed
on account of their talents, which could accom-
modate themselves with great facility to the tempers
and turns of their entertainers. The lieutenant was
a droll in his way, Peregrine possessed a great fund
of sprightliness and good humour, and Godfrey,
among his other qualifications, already recited,

sung a most excellent song ; so that the" company
of this triumvirate was courted in all parties,

whether male or female ; and if the hearts of our
young gentlemen had not been pre-engaged, they
would have met with opportunities in abundance of
displaying their address in the art of love ; not but
that they gave loose to their gallantry without much
interesting their affections, and amused themselves
with little intrigues, which, in the opinion of a man
of pleasure, do not affect his fidelity to the acknow-
ledged sovereign of his soul.

In the midst of these amusements, our hero
received an intimation from his sister, that she
should be overjoyed to meet him next day, at five
o'clock in the afternoon, at the house of her nurse,
who lived in a cottage hard by her father's habita-
tion, she being debarred from all opportunity of
seeing him in any other place by the severity of her
mother, who suspected her inclination.

He accordingly obeyed the summons, and went
at the time appointed to the place of rendezvous,
where he met this affectionate young lady, who,
when he entered the room, ran towards him with
all the eagerness of transport, flung her arms about
his neck, and shed a flood of tears in his bosom
before she could utter one word, except a repetition
of " My dear, dear brother !" He embraced her with
all the piety of fraternal tenderness, wept over her
in his turn, assured her that this was one of the
happiest moments of his life, and kindly thanked
her for having resisted the example and disobeyed
the injunctions of his mother's unnatural aversion.
He was ravished to find by her conversation,

that she possessed a great share of sensibility and
prudent reflection ; for she lamented the infatuation
of her parents with the most filial regret, and
expressed such abhorrence and concern at the
villanous disposition of her younger brother, as a
humane sister may be supposed to have entertained.
He made her acquainted with all the circumstances
of his own fortune

; and, as he supposed she spent
her time very disagreeably at home, among cha-
racters which must be shockingly distressing, pro-
fessed a desire of removing her into some other
sphere, where she could live with more tranquillity
and satisfaction.

She objected to this proposal, as an expedient
that would infallibly subject her to the implacable
resentment of her mother, whose favour and
affection she at present enjoyed but in a very in-
considerable degree ; and they had canvassed divers
schemes of corresponding for the future, when the
voice of Mrs. Pickle was heard at the door.

Miss Julia (that was the young ladv's name)
finding herself betrayed, was seized with a violent
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agitation of fear, and Peregrine scarce had time to

encourage her with a promise of protection, before

the door of the apartment being flung open, this

irreconcilable parent rushed in, and, with a furious

aspect, flew directly at her trembling daughter,

when the son interposing, received the first dis-

charge of her fury.

Her eyes gleamed with all the rage of indignation,

which choked up her utterance, and seemed to

convulse her whole frame ; she twisted her left

hand in his hair, and with the other buffeted him
about the face till the blood gushed from his nostrils

and mouth ; while he defended his sister from the

cruelty of Gam, who assaulted her from another

quarter, seeing his brother engaged. This attack

lasted several minutes with great violence, till at

length Peregrine finding himself in danger of being
overpowered, if he should remain any longer on
the defensive, laid his brother on his back ; then he
disentangled his mother's hand from his own hair,

and having pushed her gently out of the room,

bolted the door on the inside
;
finally turning to

Gam, he threw him out of the window, among a

parcel of hogs that fed under it. By this time
Julia was almost quite distracted with terror ; she

knew she had offended beyond all hope of forgive-

ness, and from that moment considered herself as an
exile from her father's house. In vain did her

brother strive to console her with fresh protestations

of love and protection; she counted herself ex-

tremely miserable in being obliged to endure the

eternal resentment of a parent with whom she had
hitherto lived, and dreaded the censure of the world,

which, from her mother's misrepresentation, she was
sensible would condemn her unheard. That she

might not, however, neglect any means in her power
of averting the storm, she resolved to appease, if

possible, her mother's wrath with humiliation, and
even appeal to the influence of her father, weak as

it was. before she would despair of being forgiven.

But the good lady spared her this unnecessary
application, by telling her, through the key-hole,

that she must never expect to come within her
father's door again; for from that hour she re-

nounced her as unworthy of her affection and
regard. Julia, weeping bitterly, endeavoured to

soften the rigour of this sentence, by the most
submissive and reasonable remonstrances ; but as

in her vindication she of necessity espoused her

elder brother's cause, her endeavours, instead of

soothing, served only to exasperate her mother to

a higher pitch of indignation, which discharged

itself in invectives against Peregrine, whom she

reviled with the epithets of a worthless abandoned
reprobate.

The youth, hearing these unjust aspersions,

trembled with resentment through every limb,

assuring the upbraider that he considered her as an

object of compassion ;
" for, without all doubt,"

said he, " your diabolical rancour must be severely

punished by the thorns of your own conscience,

which this very instant taxes you with the malice

and falsehood of your reproaches. As for my sister,

I bless God that you have not been able to infect

her with your unnatural prejudice, which, because

she is too just, too virtuous, too humane to imbibe,

you reject her as an alien to your blood, and turn

her out unprovided into a barbarous world. But
even there your vicious purpose shall be defeated

;

that same Providence that screened me from the

cruelty of your hate shall extend its protection to

her, until I shall find it convenient to assert by
law that right of maintenance which nature, it

seems, hath bestowed upon us in vain. In the mean
time, you will enjoy the satisfaction of paying an

undivided attention to that darling son, whose

amiable qualities have so long engaged and en-

grossed your love and esteem."

Thisfreedom of expostulation exalted his mother's

ire to mere frenzy; she cursed him with the bitterest

imprecations, and raved like a bedlamite at the door,

which she attempted to burst open. Her efforts

were seconded by her favourite son, who denounced

vengeance against Peregrine, made furious assaults

against the lock, which resisted all their applications,

until our hero, espying his friends Gauntlet and

Pipes stepping over a stile that stood about a furlong

from fhe window, called them to his assistance ;

giving them to understand how he was besieged, he

desired they would keep off his mother, that he might

the more easily secure his sister Julia's retreat.

The young soldier entered accordingly, and, posting

himself between Mrs. Pickle and the door, gave the

signal to his friend, who, lifting up his sister in his

arms, carried her safe without the clutches of this

she-dragon, while Pipes with his cudgel kept young
master at bay.

The mother being thus deprived of her prey,

sprung upon Gauntlet like a lioness robbed of her

whelps, and he must have suffered sorely in the

flesh, had he not prevented her mischievous intent

by seizing both her wrists, and so keeping her at

due distance. In attempting to disengage herself

from his grasp, she struggled with such exertion,

and suffered such agony ot passion at the same time,

that she actually fell into a severe fit, during which

she was put to bed, and the confederates retired

without further molestation.

In the mean time, Peregrine was not a little

perplexed about the disposal of his sister whom he

had rescued. He could not endure the thoughts of

saddling the commodore with a new expense; and

he was afraid of undertaking the charge of Julia,

without his benefactor's advice and direction ; for

the present, however, he carried her to the house

of a gentleman in the neighbourhood, whose lady

was her godmother, where she was received with

great tenderness and condolence ; and he purposed

to inquire for some creditable house, where she

might be genteelly boarded in his absence, resolving

to maintain her from the savings of his own
allowance, which he thought might very well bear

such deduction. But this intention was frustrated

by the publication of the whole affair, which was
divulged next day, and soon reached the ears of

Trunnion, who chid his godson for having concealed

the adventure ; and, with the approbation of his

wife, ordered him to bring Julia forthwith to the

garrison. The young gentleman, with tears of

gratitude in his eyes, explained his design of

maintaining her at his own expense, and earnestly

begged that he might not be deprived of that

satisfaction. But his uncle was deaf to all his

entreaties, and insisted upon her living in the garri-

son, though for no other reason than that of being

company to her aunt, who, he observed, was lost

for want of conversation.

Julia was accordingly brought home, and settled

under the tuition of Mrs. Trunnion, who, whatever
face she might put on the matter, could have dis-

pensed with the society of her niece ; though she

was not without hope of gratifying her pique to



218 THE ADVENTURES OF

Mrs. Pickle, by the intelligence she would receive

from the daughter of that lady's economy and

domestic behaviour. The mother herself seemed

conscious of this advantage which her sister-in-law

had now gained over her, being as much chagrined

at the news of Julia's reception in the garrison, as

if she had heard of her own husband's death. She

even tortured her invention to propagate calumnies

asainst the reputation of her own daughter, whom
she slandered in all companies ; she exclaimed

against the commodore as an old ruffian, who

spirited up a rebellion among her children, and

imputed the hospitality of his wife, in countenancing

them, to nothing else "but her inveterate enmity to

their mother, whom they had disobliged. She now

insisted, in the most peremptory terms, upon her

husband's renouncing all commerce with the old

lad of the castle and his adherents; and Mr.

Gamaliel, having by this time contracted other

friendships, readily submitted to her will, nay, even

refused to communicate with the commodore one

night, when they happened to meet by accident at

the public house.

CHAPTER XXXn.
The Commodore sends a Challenge to Gamaliel, and is im-

posed upon by a waggish Invention of the Lieutenant,

Peregrine and Gauntlet.

This affront Trunnion could by no means digest.

He advised with the lieutenant upon the subject

;

and the result of their consultation was a defiance

which the old commander sent to Pickle, demanding

that he would meet him at such a piaffe on horseback

with a brace of pistols, and give satisfaction for the

slight he had put upon him.

Nothing could have afforded more pleasure to

Jack than the acceptance of this challenge, which

he delivered verbally to Mr. Gamaliel, who was
called out from the club atTunley's for that purpose.

The nature of this message had an instantaneous

effect upon the constitution of the pacific Pickle,

whose bowels yearned with apprehension, and
underwent such violent agitation on the spot, that

one would have thought the operation proceeded

from some severe joke of the apothecary which he

had swallowed in his beer.

The messenger, despairing of a satisfactory an-

swer, left him in this woeful condition ; and being

loth to lose any opportunity of raising the laugh

against the commodore, went immediately and com-
municated the whole affair to the young gentlemen,

entreating them, for the love of God, to concert

some means of bringing old Hannibal into the

field. The two friends relished the proposal, and,

after some deliberation, it was resolved that

Hatchway should tell Trunnion his invitation was
accepted by Gamaliel, who would meet him at the

place appointed with his second, to-morrow in the

twilight, because, if either should fall, the other

would have the better chance for escaping in the

dark ; that Godfrey should personate old Pickle's

friend, and Peregrine represent his own father,

while the lieutenant should take care, in loading the

pistols, to keep out the shot, so that no damage might
be done in the rencontre.

These circumstances being adjusted, the lieute-

nant returned to his principal with a most thundering
reply from his antagonist, whose courageous beha-
viour, though it could not intimidate, did not fail

to astonish the commodore, who ascribed it to the

spirit of his wife, which had inspired him. Trunnion

that instant desired his counsellor to prepare his

cartridge-box, and order the quietest horse in the

stable to be kept ready saddled for the occasion

;

his eye seemed to lighten with alacrity and pleasure

at the prospect of smelling gunpowder once more

before his death ; and when Jack advised him to

make his will, in case of accident, he rejected his

counsel with disdain, saying, " What ! dost think

that Hawser Trunnion, who has stood the fire of so

many floating batteries, runs any risk from the

lousy pops of a landman? Thou shalt see, thou

shalt see how I shall make him lower his top-

sails." Next day Peregrine and the soldier provided

themselves with horses at the public house, from

whence, at the destined hour, they rode to the field

of battle, each of them being muffled in a great coat,

which, with the dimness of the light, effectually

shielded them from the knowledge of the one-eyed

commander, who having taken horse on pretence

of enjoying the fresh air, soon appeared with

Hatchway in his rear. When they came within sight

of each other, the seconds advanced, in order to

divide the ground, and regulate the measures of the

combat ; when it was determined by mutual consent,

that two pistols should be discharged on each side,

and that, if neither should prove decisive, recourse

must be had to the broad swords, in order to

ascertain the victory. These articles being settled,

the opponents rode forward to their respective

stations, when Peregrine, cocking his pistol, and

presenting, counterfeited his father's voice, bidding

Trunnion take care of his remaining eye. The
commodore took his advice, being unwilling to

hazard his day-light, and very deliberately opposed

the patched side of his face to the muzzle of his

antagonist's piece, desiring him to do his duty

without further jaw. The young man accordingly

fired, and the distance being smaU, the wad of his

pistol took place with a smart stroke on the forehead

of Trunnion, who, mistaking it for a ball, which he

thought was lodged in his brain, spurred up his

steed in a state of desperation towards his antagonist,

and holding his piece within two yards of his body,

let it off without any regard to the laws of battle.

Surprised and enraged to see it had made no im-

pression, he hallooed in a terrible tone, " O d—

n

ye, you have got your netting stuffed, I see ;" and

advancing, discharged his second pistol so near his

godson's head, that, had he not been defended by his

great coat, the powder must have scorched his face.

Having thus thrown away his fire, he remained at

the mercy of Peregrine, who, clapping the piece he

had in reserve to his head, commanded him to beg

his life, and ask pardon for his presumption. The

commodore made no reply to this imperious in-

junction, but dropping his pistol, and unsheathing

his broad sword in an instant, attacked our hero

with such incredible agility, that, ifhe had not made
shift to ward off the stroke with his piece, the

adventure, in all likelihood, would have turned out

a very tragical joke. Peregrine finding it would

be in vain for him to think of drawing his weapon,

or of standing on the defensive against this furious

aggressor, very fairly clapped spurs to his nag, and

sought his safety in flight. Trunnion pursued him
with infinite eagerness, and his steed being the

better of the two, would have overtaken the

fugitive to his peril, had he not been unfortunately

encountered by the boughs of a tree, that happened

to stand on his blind side, and incommoded him so
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much, that he was faiu to quit his sword, and lay

hold on the mane, in order to maintain his seat.

Perry perceiving his disaster, wheeled about, and

now finding leisure to produce his weapon, returned

upon his disarmed foe, brandishing his Eerrara,

threatening to make him shorter by the head, if he

would not immediately crave quarter and yield.

There was nothing farther from the intention of the

old gentleman than such submission, which he flatly

refused to pay, alleging that he had already com-

pelled his enemy to clap on all his sails, and that

his own present misfortune was owing to accident,

all one as if a ship should be attacked, after she

had been obliged to heave her guns overboard in

a storm.

Before Peregrine had time to answer this remon-

strance, the lieutenant interposed, and, taking cog-

nizance of the case, established a truce, until he

and the other second should discuss and decide up-

on the merits of the cause. They accordingly

retired to a small distance, and, after having con-

ferred a few minutes, Hatchway returned, and pro-

nounced the commodore vanquished by the chance

of war.

Never was rage more transported than that which

took possession of old Hannibal when he heard the

sentence. It was some time before he could utter

aught, except the reproachful expression, You He

!

—which he repeated more than twenty times, in a

sort of delirious insensibility. When he recovered

the further use of speech, he abused the arbitrators

with such bitter invectives, renouncing their sen-

tence, and appealing to another trial, that the con-

federates began to repent of having carried the joke

so far ; and Peregrine, in order to appease his choler,

owned himself overcome.

This acknowledgment calmed the tumult of his

wrath, though he could not for some days forgive

the lieutenant ; and the two young gentlemen rode

back to Tunley's, while Hatchway, taking the com-

modore's horse by the bridle, reconducted him to

his mansion, growling all the way to Jack for his

unjust and unfriendly decree ;
though he could not

help observing, as how he had made his words

good, in making his adversary strike his topsails :

" And yet," said he, " before God ! I think the

fellow's head is made of a woolpack ; for my shot

rebounded from his face like a wad of spun yarn

from the side of a ship. But if so be that son of a

bitch of a tree hadn't come athwart my weather-

bow, d'ye see, I'll be d—ed if I hadn't snapt his

main-yard in the slings, and mayhap let out his

bulge-water into the bargain." He seemed parti-

cularly vain of this exploit, which dwelt upon his

imagination, and was cherished as the child of his

old age ; for though he could not with decency re-

hearse it to the young men, and his wife, at supper,

he gave shrewd hints of his own manhood, even at

these years, and attested Hatchway as a voucher

for his mettle ; while the triumvirate, diverted by

his vanity, enjoyed in secret the success of their

imposition.

CHAPTER XXXIH.
Peregrine takes his leave of his Aunt and Sister—Sets out

from the Garrison—Parts with his Uncle and Hatchway

on the Road, and, with his Governor, arrives in safety at

Dover.

Tins, however, was the last effort of invention

•which they practised upon him ; and every thing

being now prepared for the departure of his god-

son, that hopeful youth, in two days, took leave of

all his friends in the neighbourhood. He was clo-

seted two whole hours with his aunt, who enriched

him with many pious advices, recapitulated all the

benefits which, through her means, had been con-

ferred upon him since his infancy, cautioned him

against the temptations of lewd women, who bring

many a man to a morsel of bread ; laid strict in-

junctions upon him to live in the fear of the Lord,

and the true Protestant faith, to eschew quarrels and

contentions, to treat Mr. Jolter with reverence and

regard, and, above all things, to abstain from the

beastly sin of drunkenness, which exposed a man
to the scorn and contempt of his fellow-creatures,

and, by divesting him of reason and reflection, ren-

dered him fit for all manner of vice and debauchery.

She recommended to him economy, and the care of

his health—bade him remember the honour of his

family ;
and, in all the circumstances of his beha-

viour, assured him, that he might always depend

upon the friendship and generosity of the commo-
dore. Finally, presenting him with her own pic-

ture, set in gold, and a hundred guineas from her

privy purse, she embraced him affectionately, and

wished him all manner of happiness and prosperity.

Being thus kindly dismissed by Mrs. Trunnion,

he locked himself up with his sister Julia, whom he

admonished to cultivate her aunt with the most

complaisant and respectful attention, without stoop-

ing to any circumstance of submission that she

should judge unworthy of her practice ; he pro-

tested, that his chief study should be to make her

amends for the privilege she had forfeited by her

affection for him ; entreated her to enter into no

engagement without his knowledge and approba-

tion ; put into her hand the purse which he had

received from his aunt, to defray her pocket ex-

penses in his absence, and parted from her, not

without tears, after she had for some minutes hung

about his neck, kissing him, and weeping in the

most pathetic silence.

Having performed these duties of affection and

consanguinity over night, he went to bed, and was,

by his own direction, called at four o'clock in the

morning, when he found the post-chaise, coach,

and riding horses, ready at the gate, his friends

Gauntlet and Hatchway on foot, the commodore

himself almost dressed, and every servant in the

garrison assembled in the yard to wish him a good

journey. Our hero shook each of these humble

friends by the hand, tipping them at the same time

with marks of his bounty ; and was very much sur-

prised when he could not perceive his old attendant

Pipes among the number. When he expressed his

wonder at this disrespectful omission of Tom, some

of those present ran to his chamber, in order to

give him a call, but his hammock and room were

both deserted ; and they soon returned with an ac-

count of his having eloped. Peregrine was dis-

turbed at this information, believing that the fellow

had taken some desperate course in consequence of

his being dismissed from his service, and began to

wish that he had indulged his inclination by retain-

ing him still about his person. However, as there

was now no other remedy, he recommended him

strenuously to the particular favour and distinction

of his uncle and Hatchway, in case he should ap-

pear again ; and, as he went out of the gate, was
saluted with three cheers by all the domestics in the

familv. The commodore, Gauntlet, lieutenant,
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Peregrine, and Jolter, went into the coach together,

that they might enjoy each other's conversation as

much as possible, resolving to breakfast at an inn

upon the road, where Trunnion and Hatchway in-

tended to bid our adventurer farewell ; the valet-

de-chambre got into the post-chaise, the French

lacquey rode one horse, and led another ; one of

the valets of the garrison mounted at the back of

the coach, and thus the cavalcade set out on the

road to Dover. As the commodore could not bear

the fatigue of jolting, they travelled at an easy pace

during the first stage, so that the old gentleman

had an oppportunity of communicating his exhor-

tations to his godson, with regard to his conduct

abroad ; he advised him, now that he was going

into foreign parts, to be upon his guard against the

fair weather of the French politesse, which was no

more to be trusted than a whirlpool at sea. He
observed, that many young men had gone to Paris

with good cargoes of sense, and returned with a

great deal of canvass, and no ballast at all ;
whereby

they became crank all the days of their lives, and

sometimes carried their keels above water. He de-

sired Mr. Jolter to keep his pupil out of the clutches

of those sharking priests, who lie in wait to make
converts of all young strangers; and, in a particular

manner, cautioned the youth against carnal conver-

sation with the Parisian dames, who, he under-

stood, were no better than gaudy fireships, ready
primed with death and destruction.

Peregrine listened with great respect, thanking

him for his kind admonitions, which he faithfully

promised to observe. They halted and breakfasted

at the end of the stage, where Jolter provided him-
self with a horse ; and the commodore settled the

method of corresponding with his nephew. The
minute of parting being arrived, the old commander
wrung his godson by the hand, saying, " I wish

thee a prosperous voyage, and good cheer, my lad

;

my timbers are now a little crazy, d'ye see ; and
God knows if I shall keep afloat till such time as I

see thee again ; but howsomever, hap what will,

thou wilt find thyself in a condition to keep in the

line with the best of thy fellows." He then re-

minded Gauntlet of his promise to call at the

garrison in his return from Dover, and imparted

something in a whisper to the governor, while Jack
Hatchway, unable to speak, pulled his hat over his

eyes, and, squeezing Peregrine by the hand, gave
him an iron pistol of curious workmanship, as a
memorial of his friendship. Our youth, who was
not unmoved on this occasion, received the pledge,

which he acknowledged with the present of a silver

tobacco-box, bought for that purpose ; and the two
lads of the castle getting into the coach, were driven
homewards in a state of silent dejection.

Godfrey and Peregrine seated themselves in the

postchaise, and Jolter, the valet-de-chambre, and
lacquey, bestriding their beasts, they proceeded for

the place of their destination, at which they arrived
in safety that same night, and bespoke a passage in

the packet-boat, which was to sail next day.

CHAPTER XXXIV.
He adjusts the method of his Correspondence with Gauntlet i

meets by Accident with an Italian Charlatan, and a certain

Apothecary, who proves to be a noted Character.

There the two friends adjusted the articles of
their future correspondence; and Peregrine having

written a letter to his mistress, wherein he renewed

his former vows of eternal fidelity, it was intrusted

to the care of her brother ; while Mr. Jolter, at the

desire of his pupil, provided an elegant supper, and

some excellent Burgundy, that they might spend

this eve of his departure with the greater enjoyment.

Things being thus disposed, and a servant em-
ployed in laying the cloth, their ears were of a

sudden invaded by a strange tumultuous noise in

the next room, occasioned by the overthrow of ta-

bles, chairs, and glasses, with odd unintelligible

exclamations in broken French, and a jargon of

threats in the Welsh dialect. Our young gentlemen

ran immediately into the apartment from whence
this clamour seemed to proceed, and found a thin,

meagre, swarthy figure, gasping in all the agony of

fear, under the hands of a squat, thick, hard-fea-

tured man, who collared him with great demon-
strations of wrath, saying, " If you was as mighty
a magician as Owen Glendower, or the witch of

Entor, look you, ay, or as Paul Beor himself; I will

meke pold, by the assistance of Got, and in his

Majesty's naam, to seize and secure, and confine

and confront you, until such time as you suffer and
endure and undergo the pains and penalties of the

law, for your diabolical practices. Shentlements,"

added he, turning to our adventurers, "I take you
to witness that I protest and assert and avow, that

this person is as pig a necromancer as you would

desire to behold ; and I supplicate and beseech and
entreat of you, that he may be prought pefore his

petters, and compelled to give an account of his

compact and commerce with the imps of darkness,

look you ; for as I am a Christian soul, and hope
for joyful resurrection, I have this plessed evening

seen him perform such things as could not be done

without the aid and instruction and connivance of

the tevil."

Gauntlet seemed to enter into the sentiments of

this Welsh reformer, and actually laid hold on the

delinquent's shoulder, crying, "D—n the rascal!

I'll lay any wager that he's a Jesuit, for none of

his order travel without a familiar." But Peregrine,

who looked upon the affair in another point of

view, interposed in behalf of the stranger, whom
he freed from his aggressors, observing that there

was no occasion to use violence, and asked in

French what he had done to incur the censure of

the informer. The poor foreigner, more dead than

alive, answered that he was an Italian charlatan,

who had practised with some reputation in Padua,

until he had the misfortune to attract the notice of

the inquisition, by exhibiting certain wonderful

performances by his skill in natural knowledge,

which that tribunal considered as the effects of

sorcery, and persecuted him accordingly ; so that

he had been fain to make a precipitate retreat into

France, where not finding his account in his talents,

he was now arrived in England, with a view of

practising his art in London ; and that, in conse-

quence of a specimen which he had given to a
company below, the choleric gentleman had fol-

lowed him up stairs to his own apartment, and
assaulted him in that inhospitable manner. He
therefore earnestly begged that our hero would take

him under his protection; and if he entertained the

least suspicion of his employing preternatural means
in the operations of his art, he would freely com-
municate all the secrets in his possession.

The youth dispelled his apprehension, by assuring

him that he was in no danger of suffering for his art
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in England, where, if ever he should be questioned

by the zeal of superstitious individuals, he had no-

thing to do but appeal to the next justice of the

peace, who would immediately quit him of the

charge, and punish his accusers for their imperti-

nence and discretion.

He then told Gauntlet and the Welshman that

the stranger had a good action against them for an

assault, by virtue of an act of parliament, which
makes it criminal for any person to accuse another

of sorcery and witchcraft, these idle notions being

now justly exploded by all sensible men. Mr.
Jolter, who had by this time joined the company,

could not help signifying his dissent from this

opinion of his pupil, which he endeavoured to in-

validate by the authority of Scripture, quotations

from the fathers, and the confession of many
wretches who suffered death for having carried on

correspondence with evil spirits, together with the

evidence of Satan's invisible word, and Moreton's

History of Witchcraft.

The soldier corroborated these testimonies by
facts that had happened within the sphere of his

own knowledge ; and, in particular, mentioned the

case of an old woman in the parish in which he

was born, who used to transform herself into the

shapes of sundry animals, and was at last killed by
small shot in the character of a hare. The Welsh-
man thus supported, expressed his surprise at hearing

that the legislature had shown such tenderness for

criminals of so dark a hue ; and offered to prove,

by undeniable instances, that there was not a moun-
tain in Wales which had not been in his memory
the scene of necromancy and witchcraft. " Where-
fore," said he, "I am assuredly more than apove
astonished and confounded and concerned, that the

parliament of Great Pritain should in their great

wisdoms, and their prudence, and their penetration,

give countenance and encouragement, look you, to

the works of darkness and the empire of Pelzepup
;

ofer and apove the evidence of holy writ, and those

writers who have been quoted by that aggurate and
learned shentleman, we are informed by profane

history of the pribbles, and pranks of the old ser-

pent, in the bortents and oracles of antiquity; as

you will find in that most excellent historian Boly-

pius, and Titus Lisius ; ay, and moreofer, in the

Commentaries of Julius Caesar himself, who, as

the ole world knows, was a most famous, and a

most failant, and a most wise, and a most pru-

dent, and a most fortunate chiftan, and a most re-

nowned orator; ay, and a most elegant writer to

boot."

Peregrine did not think proper to enter the lists

of dispute with three such obstinate antagonists

;

but contented himself with saying, that he believed

it would be no difficult matter to impugn the argu-

ments they had advanced, though he did not

find himself at all disposed to undertake the task,

which must of course break in upon the evening's

entertainment. He therefore invited the Italian to

supper, and asked the same favour of his accuser,

who seemed to have something curious and charac-

teristic in his manner and disposition, resolving to

make himself an eye-witness of those surprising

feats, which had given offence to the choleric Briton.

This scrupulous gentleman thanked our hero for

his courtesy, but declined communicating with the

stranger, until his character should be further ex-

plained ; upon which his inviter, after some con-

versation with the charlatan, assured him that he

would himself undertake for the innocence of his

art ; and then he was prevailed upon to favour

them with his company.
In the course of the conversation, Peregrine

learnt that the Welshman was a surgeon of Can-

terbury, who had been called into a consultation at

Dover,and, understanding that his name was Morgan,

took the liberty of asking if he was not the person

so respectfidly mentioned in the Adventures of

Roderick Random. Mr. Morgan assumed a look

of gravity and importance at this interrogation,

and, screwing up his mouth, answered, " Mr. Ran-

tum, my goot sir, I believe upon my conscience and

saltation, is my very goot frient and well-wisher
;

and he and I have been companions, and messmates,

and fellow-sufferers, look you; but nevertheless,

for all that, peradventure he hath not pehaved with

so much complaisance, and affability, and respect,

as I might have expected from him ;
pecause he

hath revealed, and tivulged, and published our pri-

vate affairs, without my knowledge, and privity,

and consent ; but as Got is my Saviour, I think he

had no evil intention in his pelly : and though there

be certain persons, look you, who, as I am told,

take upon them to laugh at his discriptions of my
person, deportment, and conversation, I do affirm

and maintain, and insist with my heart, and my
ploot, and my soul, that those persons are no petter

than ignorant asses, and that they know not how to

discern, and distinguish, and define true ridicule,

or, as Aristotle calls it, the to geloion, no more, look

you, than a herd of mountain goats ; for I will

make pold to observe, and I hope this goot company

will be of the same opinion, that there is nothing-

said of me in that performance which is unworthy

of a Christian and a shentleman."'

Our young gentleman and his friends acquiesced

in the justness of his observation. Peregrine par-

ticularly assured him, that, from reading the book,

he had conceived the utmost regard and veneration

for his character ; and that he thought himself ex-

tremely fortunate in having this opportunity of

enjoying his conversation. Morgan, not a little

proud of such advances from a person of Pere-

grine's appearance, returned the compliment with

a profusion of civility, and, in the warmth of ac-

knowledgment, expressed a desire of seeing him
and his company at his house in Canterbury :

" I

will not pretend or presume, kind sir," said he, " to

entertain you according to your merits and deserts

;

but you shall be as welcome to my poor cottage,

and my wife and family, as the Prince of Wales
himself; and it shall go hard, if, one way or other,

I do not find ways and means of making you con-

fess that there is some goot fellowship in an ancient

Priton. For, though I am no petter than a simple

apothecary, I have as goot plood circulating in my
veins as any he in the country (and I can describe

and delineate, and demonstrate my pedigree to the

satisfaction of the 'ole 'orld ; and moreover, by
Got's goot providence and assistance, I can afford

to treat my friend with a joint of goot mutton, and

a pottle of excellent wine, and no tradesman can

peard me with a bill." He was congratulated on

his happy situation, and assured that our youth

would visit him on his return from France, pro-

vided he should take Canterbury on his route. As
Peregrine manifested an inclination of being ac-

quainted with the state of his affairs, he very com-
plaisantly satisfied his curiosity, by giving him to

know, that his spouse had left off breeding, after
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having blessed him with two boys and a girl, who
were still alive and well ; that he lived in good

esteem with his neighbours, and by his practice,

which was considerably extended immediately

after the publication of Roderick Random, had

saved some thousand pounds. He had begun to

think of retiring among his own relations in Gla-

morganshire, though his wife had made objections to

this proposal, and opposed the execution of it with

such obstinacy, that he had been at infinite pains

in asserting his own prerogative, by convincing

her, both from reason and example, that he was
king and priest in his own family, and that she

owed the most implicit submission to his will. He
likewise informed the company, that he had lately

seen his friend Roderick, who had come from
London on purpose to visit him, after having gained

his law-suit with Mr. Tophall, who was obliged to

pay Narcissa's fortune ; that Mr. Random, in all

appearance, led a very happy life in the conversa-

tion of his father and bedfellow, by whom he en-

joyed a son and daughter ; and that Morgan had
received, in a present from him, a piece of very

fine linen, of his wife's own making, several kits of

salmon, and two casks of pickled pork, the most
delicate he had ever tasted, together with a barrel

of excellent herrings for salmagundy, which he

knew to be his favourite dish.

This topic of conversation being discussed, the

Italian was desired to exhibit a specimen of his art,

and in a few minutes conducted the company into

the next room, where, to their great astonishment

and affright, they beheld a thousand serpents

winding along the ceiling. Morgan, struck with

this phenomenon, which he had not seen before,

began to utter exorcisms with great devotion, Mr.
Jolter ran terrified out of the room, Gauntlet drew
his hanger, and Peregrine himself was discon-

certed. The operator perceiving their confusion,

desired them to retire, and calling them back in

an instant, there was not a viper to be seen. He
raised their admiration by sundry other perform-

ances, and the Weshman's former opinion and
abhorrence of his character began to recur, when,

in consideration of the civility with which he had
been treated, this Italian imparted to them all the

methods by which he had acted such wonders, that

were no other than the effects of natural causes

curiously combined ; so that Morgan became a

convert to his skill, asked pardon for the suspicion

he had entertained, and invited the stranger to pass

a few days with him at Canterbury. The scruples

of Godfrey and Jolter were removed at the same
time, and Peregrine testified his approbation by a

handsome gratuity which he bestowed upon their

entertainer.

The evening being spent in this sociable man-
ner, every man retired to his respective chamber,
and next morning they breakfasted together, when
Morgan declared he would stay till he should see

our hero fairly embarked, that he might have the

pleasure of Mr. Gauntlet's company to his own
habitation. Meanwhile, by the skipper's advice,

the servants were ordered to carry a store of wine
and provision on board, in case of accident ; and,

as the packet-boat could not sail before one o'clock,

the company walked up hill to visit the castle,

where they saw the sword of Julius Cffisar, and
Queen Elizabeth's pocket-pistol, repeated Shak-
spere's description, while they surveyed the chalky
c iffs on each side, and cast their eyes towards the

city of Calais, that was obscured by a thick cloud,

which did not much regale their eyesight, because

it seemed to portend foul weather.

Having viewed every thing remarkable in this

place, they returned to the pier, where, after the

compliments of parting, and an affectionate em-
brace between the two young gentlemen, Peregrine

and his governor stepped aboard, the sails were

hoisted, and they went to sea with a fair wind,

while Godfrey, Morgan, and the conjuror walked

back to the inn, from whence they set out for Can-

terbury, before dinner.

CHAPTER XXXV.

He embarks for France—Is overtaken by a Storm—Is sur-

prised with the appearance of Pipes—Lands at Calais, and

has an Affray with the Officers of the Custom-house.

Scarce had the vessel proceeded two leagues on

the passage, when the wind shifting, blew directly-

in their teeth ; so that they were obliged to haul

upon a wind, and alter their course. The sea run-

ning pretty high at the same time, our hero, who was
below in his cabin, began to be squeamish, and, in

consequence of the skipper's advice, went upon the

deck for the comfort of his stomach ; while the

governor, experienced in these disasters, slipt into

bed, where he lay at his ease, amusing himself with

a treatise on the cycloid, with algebraical demon-

strations, which never failed to engage his imagina-

tion in the most agreeable manner.

In the mean time the wind increased to a very

hard gale, the vessel pitched with great violence,

the sea washed over the decks, the master was

alarmed, the crew were confounded, the passengers

were overwhelmed with sickness and fear, and

universal distraction ensued. In the midst of this

uproar, Peregrine holding fast by the taffrill,

and looking ruefully ahead, the countenance of

Pipes presented itself to his astonished view, rising

as it were from the hold of the ship. At first he

imagined it was a fear-formed shadow of his own
brain, though he did not remain long in this terror,

but plainly perceived that it was no other than the

real person of Thomas, who, jumping on the quarter-

deck, took charge of the helm, and dictated to the

sailors with as much authority as if he had been

commander of the ship. The skipper looked upon

him as an angel sent to his assistance, and the crew,

soon discovering him to be a thorough-bred sea-

man, notwithstanding his livery frock, obeyed his

orders with such alacrity, that in a little time the

confusion vanished, and every necessary step was

taken to weather the gale.

Our young gentleman immediately conceived

ihe meaning of Tom's appearance on board, and,

when the tumult was a little subsided, went up,

and encouraged him to exert himself for the pre-

servation of the ship, promising to take him again

into his service, from which he should never be

dismissed, except at his own desire. This assurance

had a surprising effect upon Pipes, who, though he

made no manner of reply, thrust the helm into the

master's hand, saying, "Here, you old bumboat

woman, take hold of the tiller, and keep her thus,

boy, thus ;" and skipped about the vessel, trimming

the sails, and managed the ropes with such agility

and skill, that every body on deck stood amazed at

his dexterity.

Mr. Jolter was far from being unconcerned at
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the uncommon motion of the vessel, the singing of

the wind, and the uproar which he heard above

him; he looked towards the cabin door with the

most fearful expectation, in hope of seeing some

person who could give some account of the weather,

and what was doing upon deck ; but not a soul

appeared, and he was too well acquainted with the

disposition of his own bowels to make the least

alteration in his attitude. When he had lain a

good while in all the agony of suspense, the boy

tumbled headlong into his apartment with such

noise, that he believed the mast had gone by the

board, and starting upright in his bed, asked, with

all the symptoms of horror, what was the cause of

that disturbance ? The boy, half stunned by his

fall, answered in a dolorous tone, " I'm come to put

up the dead-lights." At the mention of dead-

lights, the meaning of which he did not understand,

the poor governor's heart died within him, and he

shivered with despair. His recollection forsaking

him, he fell upon his knees in the bed, and fixing

his eyes upon the book which was in his hand,

began to pronounce aloud with great fervour, " The
time of a complete oscillation in the cycloid, is to

the time in which a body would fall through the

axis of the cycloid DV, as the circumference of a

circle to its diameter." He would in all likelihood

have proceeded with the demonstration of this pro-

position, had he not been seized with such a qualm,

as compelled him to drop the book, and accommo-

date himself to the emergency of his distemper

;

he therefore stretched himself at fidl length, and,

putting up ejaculations to heaven, began to prepare

himself for his latter end, when all of a sudden the

noise above was intermitted
;
and, as he could not

conceive the cause of this tremendous silence, he

imagined that either the men were washed over-

hoard, or that, despairing of safety, they had ceased

to oppose the tempest. While he was harrowed

by this miserable uncertainty, which, however, was

not altogether unenlightened by some scattered rays

of hope, the master entered the cabin ; then he

asked, with a voice half extinguished by fear, how
matters went upon deck? and the skipper, with a

large bottle of brandy applied to his mouth, an-

swered in a hollow tone, " All's over now, master."

Upon which, Mr. Jolter, giving himself over for

lost, exclaimed with the utmost horror, " Lord have

mercy upon us ! Christ have mercy upon us !" and

repeated this supplication as it were mechanically,

until the master undeceived him, by explaining the

meaning of what he had said, and assuring him

that the squall was over.

Such a sudden transition from fear to joy occa-

sioned a violent agitation both in his mind and

body ; and it was a full quarter of an hour before

he recovered the right use of his organs. By this

time the weather cleared up, the wind began to

blow again from the right corner, and the spires of

Calais appeared at the distance of five leagues ; so

that the countenances of all on board were lighted

up with joyous expectation ; and Peregrine, ven-

turing to go down into the cabin, comforted his

governor with an account of the happy turn of

their affairs.

Jolter, transported with the thoughts of a speedy

landing, began to launch out in praise of that

country for which they were bound. He observed,

that France was the land of politeness and hos-

pitality, which were conspicuous in the behaviour

of all "ranks and degrees, from the peer to the pea-

sant ; that a gentleman and a foreigner, far from

being insulted and imposed upon by the lower class

of people, as in England, was treated with the ut-

most reverence, candour, and respect ; that their

fields were fertile, their climate pure and healthy,

their farmers rich and industrious, and the subjects

in general the happiest of men. He would have

prosecuted this favourite theme still farther, had

not his pupil been obliged to run upon deck, in

consequence of certain warnings he received from

his stomach.

The skipper seeing his condition, very honestly

reminded him of the cold ham and fowls, with a

basket of wine, which he had ordered to be sent

on board, and asked if he would have the cloth

laid below. He could not have chosen a more

seasonable opportunity of manifesting his own dis-

interestedness. Peregrine made wry faces at the

mention of food, bidding him, for Christ's sake,

talk no more on that subject. He then descended

into the cabin, and put the same question to Mr.

Jolter, who, he knew, entertained the same abhor-

rence for his proposal ; and, meeting with the like

reception from him, went between decks, and re-

peated his courteous proffer to the valet-de-chambre

and lacquey, who lay sprawling in all the pangs of

a double evacuation, and rejected his civility with

the most horrible loathing. Thus baffled in all his

kind endeavours, he ordered his boy to secure the

provision in one of his own lockers, according to

the custom of the ship.

It being low water when they arrived on the

French coast, the vessel could not enter the har-

bour, and they were obliged to bring to, and wait

for a boat, which in less than half an hour came

alongside from the shore. Mr. Jolter now came

upon deck, and snuffing up the French air with

symptoms of infinite satisfaction, asked of the boat-

men (with the friendly appellation of Mes enfans)

what they demanded for transporting him and his

pupil, with their baggage, to the pier. But how

was he disconcerted, when those polite, candid,

reasonable watermen demanded a louis d'or lot-

that service '.
Peregrine, with a sarcastic sneer,

observed, that he already began to perceive the

justice of his encomiums on the French ; and the

disappointed governor could say nothing iu his own

vindication, but that they were debauched by then-

intercourse with the inhabitants of Dover.
_

His

pupil, however, was so much offended at their ex-

tortion, that he absolutely refused to employ them,

even when they abated one half in their demand,

and swore he would stay on board till the packet

should be able to enter the harbour, rather than

encourage such imposition.

The master, who, in all probability, had some

sort of fellow feeling with the boatmen, in vain

represented, that he could not with safety lie to, or

anchor upon a lee-shore ; our hero having consulted

Pipes, answered, that he had hired his vessel to

transport him to Calais, and that he would oblige

him to perform what he had undertaken.

The skipper, very much mortified at this peremp-

tory replv, which was not over and above agreeable

to Mr. Jolter, dismissed the boat, notwithstanding

the solicitations and condescension of the water-

men. Running a little farther in shore, they came

to an anchor, and waited till there was water

enough to float them over the bar. Then they

stood into the harbour, and our gentleman, with

his attendants and baggage, were landed on the
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pier by the sailors, whom he liberally rewarded for

their trouble.

He -was immediately plied by a great number of

porters, who, like so many hungry wolves, laid hold

on his luggage, and began to carry it off piecemeal,

without his order or direction. Incensed at this

officious insolence, he commanded them to desist,

with many oaths and opprobrious terms that his

anger suggested ; and, perceiving that one of them
did not seem to pay any regard to what he said,

but marched off with his burden, he snatched a

cudgel out of his lacquey's hand, and, overtaking

the fellow in a twinkling, brought him to the

ground with one blow. He was instantly sur-

rounded by the whole congregation of this canaille,

who resented the injury which their brother had
sustained, and would have taken immediate satis-

faction of the aggressor, had not Pipes, seeing his

master involved, brought the whole crew to his

assistance, and exerted himself so manfully, that

the enemy were obliged to retreat with many marks
of defeat, and menaces of interesting the comman-
dant in their quarrel. Jolter, who knew and
dreaded the power of the French governor, began
to shake with apprehension, when he heard their

repeated threats ; but they durst not apply to this

magistrate, who, upon a fair representation of the

case, would have punished them severely for their

rapacious and insolent behaviour. Peregrine, with-

out further molestation, availed himself of his own
attendants, who shouldered his baggage, and fol-

lowed him to the gate, where they were stopped by
the sentinels, until their names should be registered.

Mr. Jolter, who had undergone this examination
before, resolved to profit by his experience, and
cunningly represented his pupil as a young English
lord. This intimation, supported by the appear-
ance of his equipage, was no sooner communicated
to the officer, than he turned out the guard, and
ordered his soldiers to rest upon their arms, while
his lordship passed in great state to the Lion d'Ar-
yent, where he took up his lodgings for the night,

resolving to set out for Paris next morning in a
post-chaise.

The governor triumphed greatly in this piece of

complaisance and respect with which they had been
honoured, and resumed his beloved topic of dis-

course, in applauding the method and subordination
of the French government, which was better cal-

culated for maintaining order, and protecting the
people, than any constitution upon earth. Of their

courteous attention to strangers, there needed no
other proof than the compliment which had been
paid to them, together with the governor's con-
nivance at Peregrine's employing his own servants
in carrying the baggage to the inn, contrary to the
privilege of the inhabitants.

While he expatiated with a remarkable degree
of self-indulgence on this subject, the valet-de-
chambre coming into the room, interrupted his
harangue, by telling his master that their trunks
and portmanteaus must be carried to the custom-
house, in order to be searched, and sealed with
lead, which must remain untouched until their
arrival at Paris.

Peregrine made no objection to this practice,
which was in itself reasonable enough ; but when
he understood that the gate was besieged by another
multitude of porters, who insisted upon their right
of carrying the goods, and also of fixing their own
price, he absolutely refused to comply with their

demand. Nay, he chastised some of the most cla-

morous among them with his foot, and told them,
that if their customhouse officers had a mind to

examine his baggage, they might come to the inn for

that purpose. The valet-de-chambre was abashed
at this boldness of his master's behaviour, which,
the lacquey, shrugging up his shoulders, observed,
was bien a I'Angloise ; while the governor repre-

sented it as an indignity to the whole nation, and
endeavoured to persuade his pupil to comply with
the custom of the place. But Peregrine's natural

haughtiness of disposition hindered him from giving
ear to Jolter's wholesome advice ; and, in less than
half an hour, they observed a file of musketeers
marching up to the gate. At sight of this de-
tachment the tutor trembled, the valet grew pale,

and the lacquey crossed himself; but our hero,

without exhibiting any other symptoms than those
of indignation, met them on the threshold, and, with
a ferocious air, demanded their business. The cor-

poral, who commanded the file, answered with great

deliberation, that he had orders to convey his bag-
gage to the customhouse ; and seeing the trunks
standing in the entry, placed his men between them
and the owner, while the porters that followed took
them up, and proceeded to the Douane without
opposition.

Pickle was not mad enough to dispute the au-
thority of this message

;
but, in order to gall, and

specify his contempt for those who brought it, he
called aloud to his valet, desiring him, in French,
to accompany his things, and see that none of his

linens and effects should be stolen by the searchers.

The corporal, mortified at this satirical insinuation,

darted a look of resentment at the author, as if he
had been interested for the glory of his nation, and
told him, that he could perceive he was a stranger
in France, or else he would have saved himself the

trouble of such a needless precaution.

CHAPTER XXXVI.
Ke makes a fruitless Attempt in fiallantry— Departs for

Boulogne, where he spends the Evening with certain

English Exiles.

Having thus yielded to the hand of power, he in-

quired if there was any other English company in

the house ;
when, understanding that a gentleman

and lady lodged in the next apartment, and had
bespoke a post-chaise for Paris, he ordered Pipes

to ingratiate himself with their footman, and, if

possible, learn their names and condition, while he
and Mr. Jolter, attended by the lacquey, took a turn

round the ramparts, and viewed the particulars of

the fortification.

Tom was so very successful in his inquiry, that

when his master returned, he was able to give him
a satisfactory account of his fellow-lodgers, in con-

sequence of having treated his brother with a bottle

of wine. The people in question were a gentleman
and his lady lately arrived from England, in their

way to Paris. The husband was a man of good
fortune, who had been a libertine in his youth, and a
professed declaimer against matrimony. He wanted
neither sense nor experience, and piqued himself in

particular upon his art of avoiding the snares of

the female sex, in which he pretended to be deeply

versed. But, notwithstanding all his caution and
skill, he had lately fallen a sacrifice to the attrac-

tions of an oyster wench, who had found means to

decoy him into the bands of wedlock
;
and, in order



PEREGRINE TICKLE.

to evade the compliments and congratulations of

his friends and acquaintance, he had come so far

on a tour to Paris, where he intended to initiate has

spouse in the beau monde. In the mean time he

chose to live upon the reserve, because her natural

talents had as yet received but little cultivation ;

and he had not the most implicit confidence in her

virtue and discretion, which, it seems, had like to

have yielded to the addresses of an officer at Can-

terbury, who had made shift to insinuate himself

into her acquaintance and favour.

Peregrine's curiosity being inflamed by this in-

formation, he lounged about the yard, in hopes of

seeing the dulcinea who had captivated the old

bachtlor ; and at length, observing her at a window,

took the liberty of bowing to her with great respect.

She returned the compliment with a curtsey, and

appeared so decent in her dress and manner, that,

unless he had been previously informed of her for-

mer life and conversation, he never would have

dreamed that her education was different from that

of other ladies of fashion ; so easy is it to acquire

that external deportment on which people of con-

dition value themselves so much. Not but that

Mr. Pickle pretended to distinguish a certain vulgar

audacity in her countenance, which, in a lady of

birth and fortune, would have passed for an agree-

able vivacity that enlivens the aspect, and gives

poignancy to every feature ; but as she possessed a

pair of fine eyes, and a clear complexion overspread

with the glow of health, which never fails of re-

commending the owner, he coidd not help gazing

at her with desire, and forming the design of making

a conquest of her heart. With this view, he sent

his compliments to her husband, whose name was

Hornbeck, with an intimation, that he proposed to

set out next day for Paris, and as he understood

that he was resolved upon the same journey, he

should be extremely glad of his company on the

road, if he was not better engaged. Hornbeck, who
in all probability did not choose to accommodate

his wife with a squire of our hero's appearance, sent

a civil answer to his message, professing infinite

mortification at his being unable to embrace the

favour of this kind offer, by reason of the indis-

position of his wife, who, he was afraid, would not

be in a condition for some days to bear the fatigue

of travelling. This rebuff, which Peregrine ascribed

to the husband's jealousy, stifled his project in em-

bryo; he ordered his French servant to take a place

for himself in the diligence, where all his luggage

was stowed, except a small trunk with some linen

and other necessaries, that was fixed upon the post-

chaise which they hired of the landlord ; and early

next morning he and Mr. Jolter departed from

Calais, attended by his valet-de-chambre and Pipes

on horseback. They proceeded without any acci-

dent as far as Boulogne, where they breakfasted,

and visited old Father Graham, a Scottish gentle-

man of the governor's acquaintance, who had lived

as a capuchin in that place for the space of three

score years, and during that period conformed to

all the austerities of the order with the most rigor-

ous exactness ;
being equally remarkable for the

frankness of his conversation, the humanity of his

disposition, and the simplicity of his manners. From
Boulogne they took their departure about noon,

and, as they, proposed to sleep at Abbeville, com-
manded the postilion to drive with extraordinary

speed. Perhaps it was well for his cattle that the

axle-tree gave way, and the chaise of course over-

turned, before they had travelled one-third part of

the stage.

This accident compelled them to return to the

place from whence they had set out, and as they

could not procure another convenience, they found

themselves under the necessity of staying till their

chaise could be refitted. Understanding that this

operation would detain them a whole day, our young

gentleman had recourse to his patience, and de-

manded to know what they would have for dinner

;

the garfon or waiter thus questioned, vanished in

a moment, and immediately they were surprised

with the appearance of a strange figure, which,

from the extravagance of its dress and gesticulation,

Peregrine mistook for a madman of the growth of

France. This phantom, which, by the by, happened

to be no other than the cook, was a tall, long-legged,

meagre, swarthy fellow, that stooped very much

;

his cheek-bones were remarkably raised, his nose

bent into the shape and size of a powder-horn, and

the sockets of his eyes as raw round the edges, as

if the skin had been paired off. On his head he

wore an handkerchief, which had once been white,

and now served to cover the upper part of a black

periwig, to which was attached a bag, at least a

foot square, with a solitaire and rose that stuck up

on each side to his ear ; so that he looked like a

criminal on the pillory. His back was accommo-

dated with a linen waistcoat, his hands adorned with

long ruffles of the same piece, his middle was girded

by an apron tucked up, that it might not conceal

his white silk stockings rolled ; and at his entrance

he brandished a bloody weapon full three feet in

length. Peregrine, when he first saw him approach

in this menacing attitude, put himself upon his

guard ; but, being informed of his quality, perused

his bill of fare, and having bespoke three or four

things for dinner, walked out with Mr. Jolter to

view both towns, which they had not leisure to

consider minutely before. In their return from the

harbour, they met with four or five gentlemen, all

of whom seemed to look with an air of dejection,

and, perceiving our hero and his governor to be

English by their dress, bowed with great respect as

they passed. Pickle, who was naturally compas-

sionate, felt an emotion of sympathy ; and seeing a

person, who by his habit he judged to be one of

their servants, accosted him in English, and asked

who the gentlemen were. The lacquey gave him

to understand that they were his own countrymen,

exiled from their native homes, in consequence of

their adherence to an unfortunate and ruined cause

;

and that they were gone to the sea side, according

to their daily practice, in order to indulge their

longing eyes with a prospect of the white cliffs of

Albion, which they must never more approach.

Though our young gentleman differed widely

from them in point of political principles, he was
not one of those enthusiasts who look upon every

schism from the established articles of faith as

d—nable, and exclude the sceptic from every be-

nefit of humanity and christian forgiveness. He
could easily comprehend how a man of the most

unblemished morals might, by the prejudice of

education, or indispensable attachments, be engaged

in such a blameworthy and pernicious undertaking;

and thought that they already suffered severely for

their imprudence. He was affected with the ac-

count of their diurnal pilgrimage to the sea side,

which he considered as a pathetic proof of their af-

fliction, and invested Mr. Jolter with the agreeable
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office of going to them -with a compliment in his

name, and begging the honour of drinking a glass

•with them in the evening. They accepted the

proposal with great satisfaction and respectful ac-

knowledgment, and in the afternoon waited upon the

kind inviter, who treated them with coffee, and

would have detained them to supper ; but they en-

treated the favour of his company at the house

which they frequented, so earnestly, that he yielded

to their solicitations, and with his governor was

conducted by them to the place, where they had

provided an elegant repast, and regaled them with

some of the best claret in France.

It was easy for them to perceive that their prin-

cipal guest was no favourer of their state maxims,

and therefore they industriously avoided every sub-

ject of conversation which could give the least

offence; not hut that they lamented their own

situation, which cut them off from all their dearest

connexions, and doomed them to perpetual banish-

ment from their families and friends ; but they did

not, even by the most distant hint, impeach the

justice of that sentence by which they were con-

demned ;
although one of them, who seemed to be

about the age of thirty, wept bitterly over his mis-

fortune, which had involved a beloved wife and

three children in misery and distress, and, in the

impatience of his grief, cursed his own fate with

frantic imprecations. His companions, with a view

of beguiling his sorrow, and manifesting their own
hospitality at the same time, changed the topic of

discourse, and circulated the bumpers with great

assiduity ; so that all their cares were overwhelmed

and forgotten, several drinking French catches

were sung, and mirth and good fellowship prevailed.

In the midst of this elevation, which commonly
unlocks the most hidden sentiment, and dispels

every consideration of caution and constraint, one

of the entertainers, being more intoxicated than his

fellows, proposed a toast, to which Peregrine with

some warmth excepted, as an unmannerly insult.

The other maintained his proposition with indecent

heat ; and the dispute beginning to grow very se-

rious, the company interposed, and gave judgment
against their friend, who was so keenly reproached

and rebuked for this impolite behaviour, that he

retired in high dudgeon, threatening to relinquish

their society, and branding them with the appella-

tion of apostates from the common cause. Mortified

at the behaviour of their companion, those that re

mained were earnest in their apologies to their

guests, whom they besought to forgive his intem-

perance, assuring them with great confidence, that

he would, upon the recovery of his reflection, wait

upon them in person, and ask pardon for the um-
brage he had given. Pickle was satisfied with their

remonstrances, resumed his good humour, and the

night being pretty far advanced, resisted all their

importunities with which he was entreated to see

another bottle go round, and was escorted to his

own lodgings more than half seas over. Next
morning, about eight o'clock, he was waked by his

valet-de-chambre, who told him that two of the

gentlemen with whom he had spent the evening,

were in the house, and desired the favour of being
admitted into his chamber. He could not conceive
the meaning of this extraordinary visit, and, order-
ing his man to show them into his apartment, be-
held the person who had affronted him enter, with
the gentleman who had reprehended his rudeness.

He who had given the offence, after having made

an apology for disturbing Mr. Pickle, told him that

his friend" there present had been with him early

that morning, and proposed the alternative of either

fighting with him immediately, or coming to beg

pardon for his unmannerly deportment over night

;

that, though he had courage enough to face any

man in the field in a righteous cause, he was not so

brutal as to disobey the dictates of his own duty

and reflection, in consequence of which, and not

out of any regard to the other's menaces, which he

despised, he had now. taken the liberty of inter-

rupting his repose, that he might, as soon as possi-

ble, atone for the injury he had done him, which

he protested was the effect of intoxication alone,

and begged his forgiveness accordingly. Our hero

accepted of this acknowledgment very graciously,

thanked the other gentleman for the gallant part he

had acted in his behalf; and, perceiving that his

companion was a little irritated at his officious in-

terposition, effected a reconciliation, by convincing

him that what he had done was for the honour of

the company. He then kept them to breakfast,

expressed a "desire of seeing their situation altered

for the better ; and, the chaise being repaired, took

leave of his entertainers, who came to wish him a

good journey, and with his attendants left Boulogne

for the second time.

CHAPTER XXXVH.

Proceeds for the Capital—Takes up his Lodgings at Bemay,

where he is overtaken by Mr. Hornbeck, whose Head lie

longs to fortify.

Durinc this day's expedition, Mr. Jolter took an

opportunity of imparting to his pupil the remarks

he had made upon the industry of the French, as

an undeniable proof of which he bade him cast his

eyes around, and observe with what care every spot

of ground was cultivated ;
and, from the fertility

of that province, which is reckoned the poorest in

France, conceive the wealth and affluence of the

nation in general. Peregrine, amazed as well as

disgusted at this infatuation, answered, that what

he ascribed to industry was the effect of mere

wretchedness ; the miserable peasants being obliged

to plough up every inch of ground to satisfy their

oppressive landlords, while they themselves and

their cattle looked like so many images of famine ;

that their extreme poverty was evident from the

face of the country, on which there was not one

enclosure to be seen, or any other object, except

scanty crops of barley and oats, which could never

reward the toil of the husbandman ; that their ha-

bitations were no better than paltry huts ;
that, in

twenty miles of extent, not one gentleman's house

appeared ; that nothing was more abject and for-

lorn than the attire of their country people ;
that

the equipage of their travelling chaises was infi-

nitely inferior to that of a dung-cart in England

;

and that the postillion, who then drove their car-

riage, had neither stockings to his legs, nor a shirt

to his back.

The governor, finding his charge so untractable,

resolved to leave him in the midst of his own ig-

norance and prejudice, and reserve his observations

for those who "would pay more deference to his

opinion. And indeed this resolution he had ofteu

made, and as often broke, in the transports of his

zeal, that frequently hurried him out of the plan of

conduct which in his cooler moments he had laid
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down. They halted for a refreshment at Montreuil, I

and about seven in the evening arrived at a village
I

called Bernay, where, -while they waited for fresh

horses, they were informed by the landlord, that

the gates of Abbeville were shut every night

punctually at eight o'clock, so that it would be im-

possible for them to get admittance. He said, there

was not another place of entertainment on the road

where they could pass the night ; and therefore, as

a friend, he advised them to stay at his house, where

they would find the best of accommodation, and pro-

ceed upon their journey betimes in the morning.

Mr. Jolter, though he had travelled on that road

before, could not recollect whether or not mine
host spoke truth ; but his remonstrance being

very plausible, our hero determined to follow his

advice, and, being conducted into an apartment,

asked what they could have for supper. The land-

lord mentioned every thing that was eatable in the

house, and the whole being engrossed for the use

of him and his attendants, he amused himself till

such time as it should be dressed, in strolling about

the house, which stands in a very rural situation.

While he thus loitered away the time that hung
heavy on his hands, another chaise arrived at the

inn ;
and, upon inquiry, he found that the new

comers were Mr. Hornbeck and his lady. The
landlord, conscious of his inability to entertain this

second company, came and begged with great

humiliation, that Mr. Pickle would spare them
some part of the victuals he had bespoke ; but he

refused to part with so much as the wing of a par-

tridge, though at the same time he sent his com-
pliments to the strangers, and, giving them to un-
derstand how ill the house was provided for their

reception, invited them to partake of his supper.

Mr. Hornbeck, who was not deficient in point of

politeness, and extremely well disposed for a re-

lishing meal, which he had reason to expect, from
the savoury steam that issued from the kitchen,

could not resist this second instance of our young
gentleman's civility, which he acknowledged by a
message, importing that he and his wife would do
themselves the pleasure of profiting by his courteous

offer. Peregrine's cheeks glowed when he found
himself on the eve of being acquainted with Mrs.

Hornbeck, of whose heart he had already made a

conquest in imagination ; and he forthwith set his

invention at work to contrive some means of de-

feating her husband's vigilance.

When supper was ready, he in person gave
notice to his guest, and leading the lady into his

apartment, seated her in an elbow chair at the

upper end of the table, squeezing her hand, and
darting a most insidious glance at the same time.

This abrupt behaviour he practised, on the pre-

sumption that a lady of her breeding was not to be

addressed with the tedious forms that must be ob-

served in one's advances to a person of birth and gen-

teel education. In all probability his calculation was
just ; for Mrs. Hornbeck gave no signs of discon-

tent at this sort of treatment, but, on the contrary,

seemed to consider it as a proof of the young gen-
tleman's regard ; and though she did not venture to

open her mouth three times during the whole re-

past, she showed herself particularly well satisfied

with her entertainer, by sundry sly and significant

looks, while her husband's eyes were directed

another way, and divers loud peals of laughter,

signifying her approbation of the sallies which he
uttered in the course of their conversation. Her

spouse began to be very uneasy at the frank de-

meanour of his yokefellow, whom he endeavoured

to check in her vivacity, by assuming a severity of

aspect ; but whether she obeyed the dictates of her

own disposition, which perhaps was merry and un-

reserved, or wanted to punish Mr. Hornbeck for

his jealousy of temper, certain it is, her gaiety in-

creased to such a degree, that her husband was

grievously alarmed and incensed at her conduct,

and resolved to make her sensible of his dis-

pleasure, by treading in secret upon her toes. He
was, however, so disconcerted by his indignation,

that he mistook his mark, and applied the sharp

heel of his shoe to the side of Mr. Joker's foot,

comprehending his little toe that was studded with

an angry corn, which he invaded with such a

sudden jerk, that the governor, unable to endure

the torture in silence, started up, and, dancing on

the floor, roared hideously with repeated bellow-

ings, to the unspeakable enjoyment of Peregrine

and the lady, who laughed themselves almost into

convulsions at the joke. Hornbeck, confounded at

the mistake he had committed, begged pardon of

the injured tutor with great contrition, protesting

that tlie blow he had so unfortunately received was

intended for an ugly cur which he thought had

posted himself under the table. It was lucky for

him that there was actually a dog in the room, to

justify this excuse, which Jolter admitted with the

tears running over his cheeks ; and the economy of

the table was recomposed.

As soon, however, as the strangers could with

decency withdraw, this suspicious husband took

his leave of the youth, on pretence of being fatigued

with his journey, after having, by way of com-

pliment, proposed that they should travel together

next day ; and Peregrine handed the lady to her

chamber, where he wished her good night with

another warm squeeze, which she returned. This

favourable hint made his heart bound with a

transport of joy ; he lay in wait for an opportunity

of declaring himself, and seeing the husband go

down into the yard with a candle, glided softly

into his apartment, where he found her almost

undressed. Impelled by the impetuosity of his

passion, which was still more inflamed by her pre-

sent luscious appearance, and encouraged by the

approbation she had already expressed, he ran

towards her with eagerness, crying, " Zounds

!

madam, your charms are irresistible I" and without

further ceremony, woidd have clasped her in his

arms, had she not begged him, for the love of God,
to retire, for should Mr. Hornbeck return and find

him there, she would be undone for ever. He was
not so blinded by his passion, but that he saw the

reasonableness of her fear, and as he could not pre-

tend to crown his wishes at that interview, he
avowed himself her lover, assured her that he
would exhaust his whole invention in finding a

proper opportunity for throwing himself at her
feet ; and in the mean time he ravished sundry
small favours, which she, in the hurry of her fright,

could not withhold from his impudence of address.

Having thus happily settled the preliminaries, he
withdrew to his own chamber, and spent the whole
night in contriving stratagems to elude the jealous
caution of his fellow-traveller.

CHAPTEE XXXVIH.
They set out in company, Breakfast at Abbeville, Dine at

Amiens, and about Eleven o'clock arrive at Chantilly,

Q2
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where Peregrine Executes a Plan which he had concerted

upon Hornbeck.

The whole company, by agreement, rose and de-

parted before day, and breakfasted at Abbeville,

where they became acquainted with the finesse of

their Bernay landlord, who had imposed upon

them, in affirming that they would not have been

admitted after the gates were shut. From thence

they proceeded to Amiens, where they dined, and

were pestered by begging friars; and the roads

being deep, it was eleven o'clock at night before

they reached Chantilly, where they found supper

already dressed, in consequence of having de-

spatched the valet-de-chambre before them on

horseback.

The constitution of Hornbeck being very much
impaired by a life of irregularity, he found him-

self so fatigued with his day's journey, which

amounted to upwards of an hundred miles, that,

when he sat down at table, he could scarcely sit

upright ; and in less than three minutes, began to

nod in his chair. Peregrine, who had foreseen

and provided for this occasion, advised him to ex-

hilarate his spirits with a glass of wine ; and the

proposal being embraced, tipped his valet-de-

chambre the wink, who, according to the instruc-

tions he had received, qualified the Burgundy with

thirty drops of laudanum, which this unfortunate

husband swallowed in one glass. The dose co-

operating with his former drowsiness, lulled him

so fast asleep, as it were instantaneously, that it

was found necessary to convey him to his own
chamber, where his footman undressed and put him

to bed. Nor was Jolter, naturally of a sluggish

disposition, able to resist his propensity to sleep,

without suffering divers dreadful yawns, which

encouraged his pupil to administer the same dose

to him, which had operated so successfully upon the

other Argus. This cordial had not such a gentle

effect upon the rugged organs of Jolter, as upon

the more delicate nerves of Hornbeck ; but dis-

covered itself in certain involuntary startings, and

convulsive motions in the muscles of his face ; and

when his nature at length yielded to the power of I

this medicine, he sounded the trumpet so loud

through his nostrils, that our adventurer was afraid

the noise would wake his other patient, and con-

sequently prevent the accomplishment of his aim.

The governor was therefore committed to the care

of Pipes, who lugged him into the next room, and

having stripped off his clothes, tumbled him into

his nest, while the two lovers remained at full

liberty to indulge their mutual passion.

Peregrine in the impatience of his inclination,

would have finished the fate of Hornbeck imme-
diately ; but his inamorata disapproved of his in-

tention, and represented that their being together

by themselves for any length of time, would be ob-

served by her servant, who was kept as a spy upon
her actions ; so that they had recourse to another

scheme, which was executed in this manner:—He
conducted her into her own apartment, in presence

of her footman, who lighted them thither, and,

wishing her good rest, returned to his own cham-
ber, where he waited till every thing was quiet in

the house ; then, stealing softly to her door, which
had been left open for his admission in the dark,

he found the husband still secure in the embraces
of sleep, and the lady in a loose gown, ready to seal

his happiness. He conveyed her to his own cham-
ber, but his guilty passion was not gratified.

The opium which had been given to Jolter, to-

gether with the wine he had drank, produced such

a perturbation in his fancy, that he was visited with

horrible dreams, and, among other miserable situa-

tions, imagined himself in danger of perishing in

the flames, which he thought had taken hold on his

apartment. This vision made such an impression

upon his faculties, that he alarmed the whole house

with the repeated cries of fire '.—fire

!

—and even

leaped out of his bed, though he still continued fast

asleep. The lovers were very disagreeably dis-

turbed by this dreadful exclamation, and Mrs.

Hornbeck, running in great confusion to the door,

had the mortification to see the footman, with a

light in his hand, enter her husband's chamber, in

order to give him notice of this accident. She

knew that she would be instantly missed, and could

easily divine the consequence, unless her invention

could immediately trump up some plausible excuse

for her absence.

Women are naturally fruitful of expedients in

cases of such emergency : she employed but a few

seconds in recollection, and rushing directly towards

the apartment of the governor, who still continued

to hollow in the same note, exclaimed, in a scream-

ing tone, " Lord have mercy upon us !—where ?

—

where?" By this time all the servants were as-

sembled in strange attire; Peregrine burst into

Jolter's room, and seeing him stalking in his shirt,

with his eyes shut, bestowed such a slap upon his

back, as in a moment dissolved his dream, and re-

stored him to the use of his senses. He was asto-

nished and ashamed at being discovered in such an

indecent attitude; and taking refuge under the

clothes, asked pardon of all present for the distur-

bance he had occasioned; soliciting, with great

humility, the forgiveness of the lady, who, to a

miracle, counterfeited the utmost agitation of ter-

ror and surprise. Meanwhile, Hornbeck being

awakened by the repeated efforts of his man, no

sooner understood that his wife was missing, than

all the chimeras of jealousy taking possession of his

imagination, he started up in a sort of frenzy, and

snatching his sword, flew straight to Peregrine's

chamber ; where, though he found not that which

he looked for, he unluckily perceived an under-

petticoat, which his wife had forgot in the hurry of

her retreat. This discovery added fuel to the flame

of his resentment. He seized the fatal proof of his

dishonour, and meeting his spouse in her return to

bed, presented it to her view, saying, with a most

expressive countenance, " Madam, you have drop-

ped your under-petticoat in the next room." Mrs.

Hornbeck, who inherited from nature a most admi-

rable presence of mind, looked earnestly at the ob-

ject in question, and with incredible serenity of

countenance, affirmed that the petticoat must belong

to the house, for she had none such in her posses-

sion. Peregrine, who walked behind her, hearing

this asseveration, immediately interposed, and pul-

ling Hornbeck by the sleeve into his chamber,
" Gads zooks 1" said he, " what business had you

with that petticoat ? Can't you let a young fellow

enjoy a little amour with an innkeeper's daughter,

without exposing his infirmities to your wife?

Pshaw ! that's so malicious, because you have quit-

ted these adventures yourself, to spoil the sport of

other people." The poor husband was so con-

founded at the effrontery of his wife, and this cava-

lier declaration of the young man, that his faith

began to waver ; he distrusted his own conscious
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diffidence of temper, which, that he might not ex-

pose, he expressed no doubts of Peregrine's veracity,

but, asking pardon for the mistake he had com-
mitted, retired. He was not yet satisfied with the

behaviour of his ingenious helpmate, but, on the

contrary, determined to inquire more minutely into

the circumstances of this adventure, which turned

out so little to his satisfaction, that he ordered his

servant to get every thing ready for his departure

by break of day ; and when our adventurer rose

next morning, he found that his fellow-travellers

were gone above three hours, though they had
agreed to stay all the forenoon, with a view of see-

ing the Prince of Conde's palace, and to proceed

all together for Paris in the afternoon.

Peregrine was a little chagrined when he under-

stood that he was so suddenly deprived of this un-

tasted morsel ; and Jolter could not conceive the

meaning of their abrupt and uncivil disappearance,

which, after many profound conjectures, he ac-

counted for, by supposing that Hornbeck was some
sharper who had run away with an heiress, whom
he found it necessary to conceal from the inquiry

of her friends.

The pupil, who was well assured of the true mo-
tive, allowed his governor to enjoy the triumph of

his own penetration, and consoled lnmself with the

hope of seeing his Dulcinea again at some of the

public places in Paris, which he proposed to fre-

quent. Thus comforted, he visited the magnificent

stables and palace of Chantilly, and immediately

after dinner they set out for Paris, where they

arrived in the evening, and hired apartments at

an hotel in the Eauxbourg St. Germaine, not far

from the playhouse.

CHAPTER XXXTX.
He is involved in an Adventure at Paris, and taken Prisoner

by the City-guard—Becomes acquainted with a French

Nobleman, w ho introduces him in the Beau Monde.

They were no sooner settled in these lodgings than

our hero wrote to his uncle an account of their safe

arrival, and sent another letter to his friend Gaunt-

let, with a very tender billet enclosed for his dear

Emilia, to whom he repeated all his former vows of

constancy and love.

The next care that engrossed him was that of

bespeaking several suits of clothes suitable to the

French mode ; and, in the mean time, he never

appeared abroad, except in the English coffeehouse,

where he soon became acquainted with some of his

own countrymen, who were at Paris on the same

footing with himself. The third evening after his

journey, he was engaged in a party of those young

sparks at the house of a noted traiteur, whose wife

was remarkably handsome, and otherwise extremely

well qualified for alluring customers to her house.

To this lady our young gentleman was introduced

as a stranger fresh from England ; and he was

charmed with her personal accomplishments, as

well as with the freedom and gaiety of her conver-

sation. Her frank deportment persuaded him that

she was one of those kind creatures who granted

favours to the best bidder ; on this supposition he

began to be so importunate in his addresses, that

the fair Bourgeoise was compelled to cry aloud in

defence of her own virtue. Her husband ran im-

mediately to her assistance, and, finding her in a

very alarming situation, flew upon her ravisher

with such fury, that he was fain to quit his prey,

and turn against the exasperated traiteur, whom

ne punished without mercy for his impudent in-

trusion. The lady, seeing her yoke-fellow treated

with so little respect, espoused his cause, and fixing

her nails in his antagonist's face, scarified all one
side of his nose. The noise of this encounter brought

all the servants of the house to the rescue of their

master, and Peregrine's company opposing them,

a general battle ensued, in which the French were
totally routed, the wife insulted, and the husband
kicked down stairs.

The publican, enraged at the indignity which had
been offered to him and his family, went out into

the street, and implored the protection of the guet

or city-guard, which, having heard his complaint,

fixed their bayonets and surrounded the door, to

the number of twelve or fourteen. The young
gentlemen, flushed with their success, and con-

sidering the soldiers as so many London watchmen,
whom they had often put to flight, drew their

swords, and sallied out, with Peregrine at their

head. AVhether the guard respected them as fo-

reigners, or inexperienced youths intoxicated with
liquor, they opened to right and left, and gave
them room to pass without opposition. This com-
plaisance, which was the effect of compassion,

being misinterpreted by the English leader, he out

of mere wantonness attempted to trip up the heels

of the soldier that stood next him, but failed in the

execution, and received a blow on his breast with

the butt end of his fusil, that made him stagger

several paces backward. Incensed at this audacious

application, the whole company charged the detach-

ment sword in hand, and, after an obstinate en-

gagement, in which divers wounds were given and
received, every soul of them was taken, and con-

veyed to the main-guard. The commanding officer,

being made acquainted with the circumstances of

the quarrel, in consideration of their youth and
national ferocity, for which the French make large

allowances, set them all at liberty, after having
gently rebuked them for the irregularity and in-

solence of their conduct ; so that all our hero

acquired by his gallantry and courage, was a

number of scandalous marks upon his visage, that

confined him a whole week to his chamber. It was
impossible to conceal this disaster from Mr. Jolter,

who, having obtained intelligence of the particulars,

did not fail to remonstrate against the rashness of

the adventure, which, he observed, must have been
fatal to them, had their enemies been other than

Frenchmen, who, of all people under the sun,

most rigorously observed the laws of hospitality.

As the governor's acquaintance lay chiefly among
Irish and English priests, and a set of low people

who live by making themselves necessary to

strangers, either in teaching the French language,
or executing small commissions with which they
are intrusted, he was not the most proper person
in the world for regulating the taste of a young
gentleman who travelled for improvement in ex-
pectation of making a figure one day in his own
country. Being conscious of his own incapacity,

he contented himself with the office of a steward,

and kept a faithful account of all the money that was
disbursed in the course of their family expense ; not
but that he was acquainted with all the places which
were visited by strangers on their first arrival at

Paris ; and he knew to a Hard what was commonly
given to the Swiss of each remarkable hotel

;

though, with respect to the curious painting and
statuary that every where abound in that metro-
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polis, he was more ignorant than the domestic that

attends for a livre a day.

In short, Mr. Jolter could give a very good

account of the stages on the road, and save the

expense of Antoniui's detail of the curiosities in

Paris: he was a connoisseur in ordinaries, from

twelve to five-and-thirty livres, knew all the rates

of a fiacre and a remise, could dispute with a taileur

or a traiteur upon the articles of his bill, and scold

the servants in tolerable French. But the laws,

customs, and genius of the people, the characters of

individuals, and scenes of polished life, were sub-

jects which he had neither opportunities to observe,

inclination to consider, nor discernment to dis-

tinguish. All his maxims were the suggestions of

pedantry and prejudice ; so that his perception

was obscured, his judgment biassed, his address

awkward, and his conversation absurd and uu-

entertaining ;
yet such as I have represented this

tutor, is the greatest part of those animals who lead

raw boys about the world, uuder the denomination

of travelling governors. Peregrine, therefore, being

perfectly well acquainted with the extent of Mr.

Joker's abilities, never dreamed of consulting him

in the disposition of his conduct, but parcelled out

his time according to the dictates of his own re-

flection, and the information and direction of his

companions, who had lived longer in France, and

consequently were better acquainted with the

pleasures of the place.

As soon as he was in a condition to appear a la

Francaise, he hired a genteel chariot by the month,

made' the tour of the Luxembourg gallery, Palais

Royal, all the remarkable hotels, churches, and

celebrated places in Paris ; visited St. Cloud, Marli,

Versailles, Trianon, St. Germaine, and Fontaine-

bleau; enjoyed the opera, masquerades, Italian and

French comedy ; and seldom failed of appearing

in the public walks, in hopes of meeting with Mrs.

Hornbeck, or some adventure suited to his romantic

disposition. He never doubted that his person

would attract the notice of some distinguished

inamorata, and was vain enough to believe that

few female hearts were able to resist the artillery

of his accomplishments, should he once find an

opportunity of planting it to advantage. He pre-

sented himself, however, at all the spectacles for

many weeks, without reaping the fruits of his

expectation; and began to entertain a very in-

different idea of French discernment, which had

overlooked him so long, when one day, in his way
to the opera, his chariot was stopped by an embarras

in the street, occasioned by two peasants, who,

having driven their carts against each other,

quarrelled, and went to loggerheads on the spot.

Such a rencontre is so uncommon in France, that

the people shut up their shops, and from their

windows threw cold water upon the combatants,

with a view of putting an end to the battle, which

was maintained with great fury and very little

skill, until one of them receiving an accidental fall,

the other took the advantage of this misfortune, and

fastening upon him as he lay, began to thump the

pavement with his head. "Our hero's equipage

being detained close by the field of this contention,

Pipes could not bear to see the laws of boxing so

scandalously transgressed, and, leaping from his

station, pulled the offender from his antagonist,

whom he raised up, and, in the English language,

encouraged to a second essay, instructing him at

the same time, by clenching his fists according to

art, and putting himself in a proper attitude. Thus

confirmed, the enraged carman sprung upon his

foe, and in all appearance would have effectually

revenged the injury he had sustained, if he had

not been prevented by the interposition of a lacquey

belonging to a nobleman, whose coach was obliged

to halt in consequence of the dispute. This foot-

man, who was distinguished by a cane, descending

from his post, without the least ceremony or ex-

postulation, began to employ his weapon upon the

head and shoulders of the peasant who had been

patronized by Pipes ;
upon which Thomas, resenting

such ungenerous behaviour, bestowed such a sto-

macher upon the officious intermeddler, as discom-

posed the whole economy of his entrails, and

obliged him to discharge the interjection Ah ! with

demonstrations of great anguish and amazement.

The other two footmen who stood behind the

coach, seeing their fellow servant so insolently

assaulted, flew to his assistance, and rained a most

disagreeable shower upon the head of his aggressor,

who had no means of diversion or defence. Pere-

grine, though he did not approve of Tom's conduct,

could not bear to see him so roughly handled,

especially as he thought his own honour concerned

in the fray, and therefore quitting his machine,

came to the rescue of his attendant, and charged

his adversaries sword in hand. Two of them no

sooner perceived this reinforcement than they

betook themselves to flight; and Pipes, having

twisted the cane out of the hands of the third,

belaboured him so unmercifully, that our hero

thought proper to interpose his authority in his

behalf. The common people stood aghast at this

unprecedented boldness of Pickle, who, under-

standing that the person whose servants he had

disciplined was a general and prince of the blood,

went up to the coach, and asked pardon for what he

had done, imputing his own behaviour to his

ignorance of the other's quality. The old nobleman

accepted of his apology with great politeness,

thanking him for the trouble he had taken to reform

the manners of his domestics ; and guessing from

our youth's appearance, that he was some stranger

of condition, very courteously invited him into the

coach, on the supposition that they were both

going to the opera. Pickle gladly embraced this

opportunity of becoming acquainted with a person

of such rank, and, ordering his own chariot to

follow, accompanied the count to his loge, where

he conversed with him during the whole enter-

tainment.

He soon perceived that Peregrine was not- de-

ficient in spirit or sense, and seemed particularly

pleased with his engaging manner and easy deport-

ment, qualifications for which the English nation is

by no means remarkable in France, and therefore

tne more conspicuous and agreeable in the character

of our hero, whom the nobleman carried home

that same evening, and introduced to his lady and

several persons of fashion, who supped at his house.

Peregrine was quite captivated by their affable

behaviour and the vivacity of their discourse ; and,

after having been honoured with particular marks

of consideration, took his leave, fully determined to

cultivate Such a valuable acquaintance.

His vanity suggested, that now the time was

come when he should profit by his talents among
the fair sex, on whom he resolved to employ his

utmost art and address. With this view he assi-

duously engaged in all parties to which he had
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access by means of his noble friend, who let slip no I

opportunity of gratifying Ins ambition. He, for

some time, shared in all his amusements, and was

entertained in many of the best families of France ;

but he did not long enjoy that elevation of hope,

which had flattered his imagination. He soon per-

ceived that it would be impossible to maintain the

honourable connexions he had made, without en-

gaging every day at quadrille, or, in other words,

losing his money ; for every person of rank, whe-

ther male or female, was a professed gamester, who
knew and practised all the finesse of the art, of

which he was entirely ignorant. Besides, he began

to find himself a mere novice in French gallantry,

which is supported by an amazing volubility of

tongue, an obsequious and incredible attention to

trifles, a surprising facility of laughing out of pure

complaisance, and a nothingness of conversation,

which he could never attain. In short, our hero,

who, among his own countrymen, would have

passed for a sprightly entertaining fellow, was con-

sidered in the brilliant assemblies of France as a

youth of a very phlegmatic disposition. No wonder
then that bis pride was mortified at his own want
of importance, which he did not fail to ascribe to

their defect in point of judgment and taste. He
conceived a disgust at the mercenary conduct, as

well as the shallow intellects of the ladies ; and,

after he had spent some months, and a round sum
of money, in fruitless attendance and addresses, he

fairly quitted the pursuit, and consoled himself with

the conversation of a merry fille dejoie, whose good
graces he acquired by an allowance of twenty louis

per month. That he might the more easily afford

this expense, he dismissed his chariot and French
lacquey at the same time.

He then entered himself in a noted academy, in

order to finish his exercises, and contracted an

acquaintance with a few sensible people, whom he

distinguished at the coffee-house and ordinary to

which he resorted, and who contributed not a little

to the improvement of his knowledge and taste.

For, prejudice apart, it must be owned that France
abounds with men of consummate honour, profound

sagacity, and the most liberal education. From
the conversation of such, he obtained a distinct

idea of their government and constitution ; and
though he could not help admiring the excellent

order and economy of their police, the result of all

his inquiries was self-congratulation on his title to

the privileges of a British subject. Indeed this in-

valuable birthright was rendered conspicuous by
such flagrant occurrences, which fell every day

almost under his observation, that nothing but the

grossest prejudice could dispute its existence.

CHAPTER XL.
Acquires a distinct Idea of the French Government—Quar-

rels with a Mousquetaire, whom he afterwards fights and

vanquishes, after having punished him for interfering in

his amorous Recreations.

Among many other instances of the same nature, I

believe it will not be amiss to exhibit a few speci-

mens of their administration, which happened dur-

ing his abode at Paris, that those who have not the

opportunity of observing for themselves, or are in

danger of being influenced by misrepresentation,

may compare their own condition with that of their

neighbours, and do justice to the constitution under
which they live.

A lady of distinguished character having been

lampooned by some obscure scribbler, who could

not be discovered, the ministry, in consequence of

her complaint, ordered no fewer than five-and-

twenty abbes to be apprehended and sent to the

Bastile, on the maxim of Herod, when he com-

manded the innocents to be murdered, hoping that

the principal object of his cruelty would not escape

in the general calamity ; and the friends of those

unhappy prisoners durst not even complain of the

unjust persecution, but shrugged up their shoulders,

and, in silence, deplored their misfortune, uncertain

whether or not they should ever set eyes on them
again.

About the same time a gentleman of family, who
had been oppressed by a certain powerful duke
that lived in the neighbourhood, found means to be

introduced to the king, who, receiving his petition

very graciously, asked in what regiment he served

;

and, when the memorialist answered, that he had
not the honour of being in the service, returned

the paper unopened, and refused to hear one cir-

cumstance of his complaint j so that, far from being

redressed, he remained more than ever exposed to

the tyranny of his oppressor. Nay, so notorious is

the discouragement of all those who presume to

live independent of court favour and connexions,

that one of the gentlemen, whose friendship Pere-

grine cultivated, frankly owned he was in posses-

sion of a most romantic place in one of the

provinces, and deeply enamoured of a country

life ; and yet he durst not reside upon his own
estate, lest, by slackening in his attendance upon
the great, who honoured him with their protection,

he should fall a prey to some rapacious intendant.

As for the common people, they are so much
inured to the scourge and insolence of power, that

every shabby subaltern, every beggarly cadet of

the noblesse, every low retainer to the court, insults

and injures them with impunity. A certain £cuyer,

or horse dealer, belonging to the king, being one

day under the hands of a barber, who happened to

cut the head of a pimple on his face, he started up,

and drawing his sword, wounded him desperately

in the shoulder. The poor tradesman, hurt as he

was, made an effort to retire, and was followed by
this barbarous assassin, who, not contented with

the vengeance he had taken, plunged his sword a

second time into his body, and killed him on the

spot. Having performed this inhuman exploit, he
dressed himself with great deliberation, and, going

to Versailles, immediately obtained a pardon for

what he had done ;
triumphing in his brutality

with such insolence, that the very next time he had
occasion to be shaved, he sat with his sword ready
drawn, in order to repeat the murder, in case the

barber should commit the same mistake. Yet so

tamed are those poor people to subjection, that

when Peregrine mentioned this assassination to his

own trimmer, with expressions of horror and de-

testation, the infatuated wretch replied, that with-

out all doubt it was a misfortune, but it proceeded
from the gentleman's passion ; and observed, by
way of encomium on the government, that such
vivacity is never punished in France.

A few days after this outrage was committed,

our youth, who was a professed enemy to all op-
pression, being in one of the first loges at the

comedy, was eye- witness of an adventure, which
filled him with indignation. A tall ferocious fellow,

in the parterre, without the least provocation, but
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prompted by the mere -wantonness of pride, took

hold of the hat of a very decent young man, who

happened to stand before" him, and twirled it round

upon his head. The party thus offended turned to

the aggressor, and civilly asked the reason of such

treatment, but he received no answer ; and when

he looked the other way, the insult was repeated.

Upon which he expressed his resentment as became

a man of spirit, and desired the offender to walk

out with him. No sooner did he thus signify his

intention, than his adversary, swelling with rage,

cocked his hat fiercely in his face, and, fixing his

hands in his sides, pronounced with the most im-

perious tone, " Hark ye, Mr. Round Periwig, you

must know that I am a mousquetaire." Scarce

had this awful word escaped from his lips, when

the blood forsook the lips of the poor challenger,

who, with the most abject submission, begged par-

don for his presumption, and with difficulty ob-

tained it, on condition that he shoidd immediately

quit the place. Having thus exercised his autho-

ritv, he turned to one of his companions, and, with

an" air of disdainful ridicule, told him he was like

to have had an affair with a Bourgeois ;
adding, by-

way of heightening the irony, " Egad ! I believe

he's a physician."

Our hero was so much shocked and irritated at

this licentious behaviour, that he could not suppress

his resentment, which he manifested, by saying to

this Hector, " Sir, a physician may be a man of

honour." To this remonstrance, which was de-

livered with a very significant countenance, the

mousquetaire made no other reply, but that of

echoing his assertion with a loud laugh, in which

he was joined by his confederates. Peregrine,

glowing with resentment, called him a Fanfaron,

and withdrew in expectation of being followed into

the street. The other understood the hint, and a

rencontre must have ensued, had not the officer of

the guard, who overheard what passed, prevented

their meeting, by putting the mousquetaire imme-

diately under arrest. Our young gentleman waited

at the door of the parterre, until he was informed

of this interposition, and then went home very-

much chagrined at his disappointment ; for he was

an utter stranger to fear and diffidence on those

occasions, and had set his heart upon chastising

the insolence of this bully, who had treated him
with such disrespect.

This adventure was not so private but that it

reached the ears of Mr. Jolter, by the canal of some

English gentlemen who were present when it hap-

pened ; and the governor, who entertained a most

dreadful idea of the niousquetaries, being alarmed

at a quarrel, the consequence of which might be

fatal to his charge, waited on the British ambas-

sador, and begged he would take Peregrine under

his immediate protection. His excellency, having

heard the circumstances of the dispute, sent one of

his gentlemen to invite the youth to dinner ;
and,

after having assured him that he might depend
upon his countenance and regard, represented the

rashness aud impetuosity of his conduct so much
to his conviction, that he promised to act more
circumspectly for the future, and drop all thoughts

of the mousquetaire from that moment.
A few days after he had taken this laudable re-

solution, Pipes, who had carried a billet to his

mistress, informed him that he had perceived a
laced hat lying upon a marble slab in her apart-

ment ; and that, when she came out of her own

chamber to receive the letter, she appeared in ma-

nifest disorder.

From these hints of intelligence, our young gen-

tleman suspected, or rather made no doubt of her

infidelity ;
and, being by this time well nigh cloyed

with possession, was not sorry to find that she had

oiven him cause to renounce her correspondence.

That he might therefore detect her in the very-

breach of duty, and at the same time punish the

gallant who had the presumption to invade his ter-

ritories, he concerted with himself a plan, which

was executed in this manner. During his next

interview with his dulcinea, far from discovering

the least sign of jealousy or discontent, he affected

the appearance of extraordinary fondness ;
and,

after having spent the afternoon with the show of

uncommon satisfaction, told her he was engaged in

a party for Fontainebleau, and would set out from

Paris "that same evening ; so that he should not

have the pleasure of seeing her again for some days.

The lady who was very well versed in the arts of

her occupation, pretended to receive this piece of

news with great affliction, and conjured him, with

such marks of real tenderness, to return as soon as

possible to her longing arms, that he went away

almost convinced of her sincerity. Determined,

however, to prosecute his scheme, he actually de-

parted from Paris with two or three gentlemen of

his acquaintance, who had hired a remise for a

jaunt to Versailles ; and, having accompanied them

as far as the village of Passe, returned in the dusk

of the evening on foot.

He waited patiently till midnight, and then arming

himself with a case of pocket pistols, and attended

by trusty Tom, with a cudgel in his hand, repaired

to the lodgings of his suspected inamorata. Having

given Pipes his cue, he knocked gently at the door,

which was no sooner opened by the lacquey, than

he bolted in, before the fellow could recollect him-

self from the confusion occasioned by his unexpected

appearance ;
and, leaving Tom to guard the door,

ordered the trembling valet to light him up stairs

into his lady's apartment. The first object that

presented itself to his view, when he entered the

antichamber, was a sword upon the table, which he

immediately seized, exclaiming in a loud and me-

nacing voice, that his mistress was false, and then

in bed with another gallant, whom he would in-

stantly put to death. This declaration, confirmed

by ma'ny terrible oaths, be calculated for the hearing

of his rival, who, understanding his sanguinary

purpose, started up in great trepidation, and, naked

as he was, dropped from the balcony into the street,

while Peregrine thundered at the door for admit-

tance ; and guessing his design, gave him an oppor-

tunity of making this precipitate retreat. Pipes, who
stood sentinel at the door, observing the fugitive

descend, attacked him with his cudgel, and sweating

him from one end of the street to the other, at last

committed him to the guet, by whom he was con-

veyed to the officer on duty in a most disgraceful

and deplorable condition.

Meanwhile, Peregrine having burst open the cham-

ber door, found the lady in the utmost dread and

consternation, and the spoils of her favourite scattered

about the room ; but his resentment was doubly-

gratified, when he learnt upon inquiry, that the

person who had been so disagreeably interrupted

was no other than that individual mousquetaire,

with whom he had quarelled at thi comedy. He
upbraided the nymph with her perfidy and ingrati-
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tude, and, telling her that she must not expect the

continuance of his regard, or the appointments

which she had hitherto enjoyed from his bounty,

went home to his own lodgings, overjoyed at the

issue of the adventure.

The soldier, exasperated at the disgrace he had
undergone, as well as at the outrageous insult of the

English valet, whom he believed his master had

tutored for that purpose, no sooner extricated him-

self from the opprobrious situation he had incurred,

than, breathing vengeance against the author of

the affront, he came to Peregrine's apartment,

and demanded satisfaction upon the ramparts next

morning before sun-rise. Our hero assured him,

he would not fail to pay his respects to him at the

time and place appointed ; and, foreseeing that he

might be prevented from keeping this engagement

by the officious care of his governor, who saw the

mousquetaire come in, he told Mr. Jolter, that the

Frenchman had visited him in consequence of an

order he had received from his superiors, to make
an apology for his rude behaviour to him in the

playhouse, and that they had parted good friends.

This assurance, together with Pickle's very tranquil

and unconcerned behaviour through the day, quieted

the terrors which had begun to take possession of his

tutor's imagination ; so that the youth had an op-

portunity of giving him the slip at night, when he

betook himself to the lodgings of a friend, whom
he engaged as his second, and with whom he im-

mediately took the field, in order to avoid the search

which Jolter, upon missing him, might set on foot.

This was a necessary precaution
;

for, as he did

not appear at supper, and Pipes who usually at-

tended him in his excursions, could give no account

of his motions, the governor was dreadfully alarmed

at his absence, and ordered his man to run in quest

of his master to all the places which he used to fre-

quent, while he himself went to the commissaire, and
communicating his suspicions, was accommodated
with a party of the horse-guards, who patrolled

round all the environs of the city, with a view of

preventing the rencounter. Pipes might have di-

rected them to the lady, by whose information they

could have learnt the name and lodging of the

mousquetaire, and, if he had been apprehended,

the duel would not have happened ; but he did not

choose to run the risk of disobliging his master, by
intermeddling in the affair, and was moreover

very desirous that the Frenchman should be hum-
bled ; for he never doubted that Peregrine was more
than a match for any two men in France. In this

confidence, therefore, he sought his master with

great diligence, not with a view of disappointing

his intention, but in order to attend him to the

battle, that he might stand by him and see justice

done.

While this inquiry was carried on, our hero and

his companion concealed themselves among some
weeds that grew on the edge of the parapet, a few

yards from the spot where he had agreed to meet
the mousquetaire ; and scarce had the morning
rendered objects distinguishable, when they per-

ceived their men advancing boldly to the place.

Peregrine, seeing them approach, sprung forward

to the ground, that he might have the glory of an-

ticipating his antagonist ; and, swords being drawn,

all four were engaged in a twinkling. Pickle's

eagerness had well nigh cost him his life ;
for, with-

out minding his footing, he flew directly to his

opposite, and, stumbling over a stone, was wounded

on one side of his head, before he could recover

his attitude. Far from being dispirited at this check,

it served only to animate him the more. Being en-

dowed with uncommon agility, he retrieved his

posture in a moment, and, having parried a second

thrust, returned the longe with such incredible speed,

that the soldier had not time to resume his guard,

but was immediately run through the bend of his

right arm, and, the sword dropping out of his hand
our hero's victory was complete.

Having despatched his own business, and received

the acknowledgment of his adversary, who, with a

look of infinite mortification, observed, that his was
the fortune of the day, he ran to part the seconds,

just as the weapon was twisted out of his compa-
nion's hand ;

upon which he took his place, and, in

all likelihood, an obstinate dispute would have en-

sued, had they not been interrupted by the guard,

at sight of whom the two Frenchmen scampered
off. Our young gentleman and his friend allowed

themselves to be taken prisoners by the detachment
which had been sent out for that purpose, and were
carried before the magistrate, who, having sharply

reprimanded them ior presuming to act in contempt

of the laws, set them at liberty, in consideration of

their being strangers ;
cautioning them, at the same

time, to beware of such exploits for the future.

When Peregrine returned to his own lodgings,

Pipes, seeing the blood trickling down upon his

master's neckcloth and solitaire, gave evident tokens

of surprise and concern, not for the consequences

of the wound, which he did not suppose dangerous,

but for the glory of Old England, which he was
afraid had suffered in the engagement ; for he could

not help saying, with an air of chagrin, as he fol-

lowed the youth into his chamber, " I do suppose

as how you gave that lubberly Frenchman as good
as he brought."

CHAPTER XLI.

Mr. Jolter threatens to leave him on account of his Miscon-

duct, which he promises to rectify ; but his Resolution is

defeated by the impetuosity of his Passions—He meets ac-

cidentally with Mrs. Hornbeck, who elopes with him from

her Husband, but is restored by the Interposition of the

British Ambassador.

Though Mr. Jolter was extremely well pleased at

the safety of his pupil, he could not forgive him for

the terror and anxiety he had undergone on his

account ; and roundly told him, that, notwithstand-

ing the inclination and attachment he had to his

person, he would immediately depart for England,
if ever he should hear of his being involved in such
another adventure ; for it could not he expected
that he would sacrifice his own quiet to an unre-

quited regard for one who seemed determined to

keep him in continued uneasiness and apprehension.

To this declaration Pickle made answer, that

Mr. Jolter, by this time, ought to be convinced of

the attention he had always paid to his ease and
satisfaction ; since he well knew that he had ever
looked upon him in the light of a friend, rather than
as a counsellor or tutor, and desired his company
in France, with a view of promoting his interest,

not from any emolument he could expect from his

instruction. This being the case, he was at liberty

to consult his own inclinations, with regard to

going or staying
;
though he could not help own-

ing himself obliged by the concern he expressed
for his safety, and would endeavour, for his own
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sake, to avoid giving him any cause of disturbance

in lime to come.
No man was more capable of moralizing upon

Peregrine's misconduct than himself; his reflections

were extremely just and sagacious, and attended

with no other disadvantage but that of occurring

too late. He projected a thousand salutary schemes
of deportment, but, like other projectors, he never
had interest enough with the ministry of his pas-

sions to bring any one of them to bear. He had,

in the heyday of his gallantry, received a letter

from his friend Gauntlet, with a kind postscript

from his charming Emilia ; but it arrived at a very
unseasonable juncture, when his imagination was
engrossed by conquests that more agreeably flat-

tered his ambition ; so that he could not find leisure

and inclination from that day to honour the cor-

respondence which he himself had solicited. His
vanity had, by this time, disapproved of the engage-

ment he had contracted in the rawness and inex-

perience of youth, suggesting that he was born to

make such an important figure in life as ought to

raise his ideas above the consideration of any such
middling connexions, and fix his attention upon
objects of the most sublime attraction. These dic-

tates of ridiculous pride had almost effaced the

remembrance of his amiable mistress—or, at least,

so far warped his morals and integrity, that he ac-

tually began to conceive hopes of her altogether

unworthy of his own character, and her deserts.

Meanwhile, being destitute of a toy for the dal-

liance of his idle hours, he employed several spies,

and almost every day made a tour of the public

places in person, with a view of procuring intelli-

gence of Mr. Hornbeck, with whose wife he longed
to have another interview. In this course of ex-

pectation had he exercised himself a whole fort-

night, when, chancing to be at the hospital of inva-

lids with a gentleman lately arrived from England,
he no sooner entered the church, than he perceived
this lady, attended by her spouse, who, at sight of

our hero, changed colour, and looked another way,
in order to discourage any communication between
them. But the young man, who was not so easily

repulsed, advanced with great assurance to his

fellow-traveller, and, taking him by the hand, ex-

pressed his satisfaction at this unexpected meeting,

kindly upbraiding him for his precipitate retreat

from Chantilly. Before Hornbeck could make any
reply, he went up to his wife, whom he compli-

mented in the same manner, assuring her, with
some significant glances, he was extremely mor-
tified that she had put it out of his power to pay
his respects to her on his first arrival at Paris ; and
then, turning to her husband, who thought proper
to keep close to him in this conference, begged to

know where he could have the honour of waiting
upon him ; observing, at the same time, that he
himself lived a l'Academie de Palfrenier.

Mr. Hornbeck, without making any apology for

his elopement on the road, thanked Mr. Pickle for

his complaisance in a very cool and disobliging

manner, saying, that, as he intended to shift his

lodgings in a day or two, he could not expect the

pleasure of seeing him until he should be settled,

when he would call at the academy, and conduct
him to his new habitation.

Pickle, who was not unacquainted with the sen-
timents of this jealous gentleman, did not put much
confidence in his promise, and therefore made di-

vers efforts to enjoy a little private conversation

with his wife ; but he was baffled in all his attempts

by the indefatigable vigilance of her keeper, and
reaped no other immediate pleasure from this acci-

dental meeting than that of a kind squeeze while he
handed her into the coach. However, as he had
been witness to some instances of her invention,

and was no stranger to the favourable disposition

of her heart, he entertained some faint hopes of
profiting by her understanding, and was not de-

ceived in his expectations ; for, the very next after-

noon, a Savoyard called at the academy, and put
the following billet into his hand :

—

" Coind Sur—Heaving the playsure of meating with you
at theosspital of anvilheads, I take this lubbertea of latin you
know, that 1 lotch at the Hottail de May cong dangle rony
Doghouseten, with two postis at the gait, naytlieir of urn
very hole, ware I shall be at the windore, if in kais you will

be so good as to pass that way at sicks a cloak in the heaven-
ing, when Mr. Hornbeck goes to the Calf hay de Contea.
Prey for the loaf of Geesus keep this from the nolegs of my
hussban, ells he will make me leed a hell upon urth. Being
all from, deer Sur, Your most umbel servan wile

" Debokah Hornbeck."

Our young gentleman was ravished at the receipt

of this elegant epistle, which was directed, " A
Monsr. Monsr. Pickhell, a la Gaddamme de Paul
Freny," and did not fail to obey the summons at

the hour of assignation ; when the lady, true to her

appointment, beckoned him up stairs, and he had
the good fortune to be admitted unseen.

After the first transports of their mutual joy at

meeting, she told him that her husband had been
very surly and cross ever since the adventure at

Chantilly, which he had not yet digested ; that he
had laid severe injunctions upon her to avoid all

commerce with Pickle, and even threatened to shut

her up in a convent for life, if ever she should dis-

cover the least inclination to renew that acquaint-

ance ; that she had been cooped up in her chamber
since her arrival at Paris, without being permitted

to see the place, or, indeed, any company, except

that of her landlady, whose language she did not

understand ; so that, her spirit being broke, and
her health impaired, he was prevailed upon, some
days ago, to indulge her in a few airings, during

which she had seen the gardens of the Luxem-
bourg, the Thuilleries, and Palais Royal, though at

those times when there was no company in the

walks ; and that it was in one of those excursions

she had the happiness of meeting with him. Finally,

she gave him to understand, that, rather than con-

tinue longer under such confinement with the man
whom she could not love, she would instantly give

him the slip, and put herself under the protection

of her lover.

Rash and unthinking as this declaration might

be, the young gentleman was so much of a gallant,

that he would not baulk the lady's inclinations, and
too infatuated by his passion to foresee the conse-

quences of such a dangerous step. He therefore,

without hesitation, embraced the proposal, and, the

coast being clear, they sallied into the street, where
Peregrine called a fiacre, and ordered the coachman
to drive them to a tavern. But, knowing it would

not be in his power to conceal her from the search

of the lieutenant de police, if she should remain

within the walls of Paris, he hired a remise, and
carried her that same evening to Villejuif, about

four leagues from town, where he staid with her

all night ; and having boarded her on a genteel

pension, and settled the economy of his future

visits, returned next day to his own lodgings.
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While lie thus enjoyed his success, her husband

endured the tortures of the damned. When he re-

turned from the coffee-house, and understood that

his wife had eloped, without being perceived by any

person in the family, he began to rave and foam

with rage and jealousy, and, in the fury of distrac-

tion, accused the landlady of being an accomplice

in her escape, threatening to complain of her to

the commissaire. The woman could not conceive

how Mrs. Hornbeck, who she knew was an utter

stranger to the French language, and kept no sort

ofcompany, could elude the caution of her husband,

and find any refuge in a place where she had no

acquaintance ; and began to suspect the lodger's

emotion was no other than an affected passion to

conceal his own practices upon his wife, who had

perhaps fallen a sacrifice to his jealous disposition.

She therefore spared him the trouble of putting

his menaces into execution, by going to the magis-

trate without any farther deliberation, and giving

an account of what she knew concerning this mys-
terious affair, with certain insinuations against

Hornbeck's character, which she represented as

peevish and capricious to the last degree.

While she thus anticipated the purpose of the

plaintiff, her information was interrupted by the

arrival of the party himself, who exhibited his com-
plaint with such evident marks of perturbation,

anger, and impatience, that the commissaire could

easily perceive that he had no share in the disap-

pearance of his wife ; and directed him to the lieu-

tenant de police, whose province it is to take cogni-

zance of such occurrences. This gentleman, who
presides over the city of Paris, having heard the

particulars of Hornbeck's misfortune, asked if he

suspected any individual person as the seducer of

his yoke-fellow ; and, when he mentioned Pere-

grine as the object of his suspicion, granted a

warrant, and a detachment of soldiers, to search

for and retrieve the fugitive.

The husband conducted them immediately to

the academy, where our hero lodged, and having
rummaged the whole place, to the astonishment of

Mr. Jolter, without finding either his wife or the

supposed ravisher, accompanied them to all the

public-houses in the Fauxbourg ; which having

examined also without success, he returned to the

magistrate in a state of despair, and obtained a

promise of his making such an effectual inquiry,

that, in three days, he should have an account of

her, provided she was alive, and within the walls

of Paris.

Our adventurer, who had foreseen all this dis-

turbance, was not at all surprised when his governor

told him what had happened ; and conjured him to

restore the woman to the right owner, with many
pathetic remonstrances touching the heinous sin of

adultery, the distraction of the unfortunate husband,

and the danger of incurring the resentment of an

arbitrary government, which, upon application

being made, would not fail of espousing the cause

of the injured. He denied, with great effrontery,

that he had the least concern in the matter, pre-

tended to resent the deportment of Hornbeck, whom
he threatened to chastise for his scandalous suspi-

cion, and expressed his displeasure at the credulity

of Jolter, who seemed to doubt the veracity of his

asseveration.

Notwithstanding this confident behaviour, Jolter

could not help entertaining doubts of his sincerity ;

and, visiting the disconsolate swain, begged he

would, for the honour of his country, as well as

for the sake of his own reputation, discontinue his

addresses to the lieutenant de police, and apply to

the British ambassador, who, by dint of friendly

admonitions, woidd certainly prevail upon Mr. Pickle

to do him all the justice in his power, if he was

really the author of the injury he had sustained.

The governor urged this advice with the appear-

ance of so much sympathy and concern, promising

to co-operate with all his influence in his behalf,

that Hornbeck embraced the proposal, communi-
cated his purpose to the magistrate, who commended
the resolution as the most decent and desirable ex-

pedient he could use, and then waited upon his

excellency, who readily espoused his cause, and,

sending for the young gentleman that same even-

ing, read him such a lecture in private, as extorted

a confession of the whole affair. Not that he

assailed him with sour and supercilious maxims, or

severe rebuke, because he had penetration enough

to discern that Peregrine's disposition was impreg-

nable to all such attacks ; but he first of all rallied

him upon his intriguing genius, then in an hu-

morous manner described the distraction of the

poor cuckold, who, he owned, was justly punished

for the absurdity of his conduct ;
and, lastly, upon

the supposition that it would be no great effort in

Pickle to part with such a conquest, especially

after it had been for some time possessed, he re-

presented the necessity and expediency of restoring

her, not only out of regard to his own character

and that of his nation, but also with a view to his

ease, which would in a little time be very much in-

vaded by such an incumbrance, that in all proba-

bility would involve him in a thousand difficulties

and "disgusts. Besides, he assured him, that he was

already, by order of the lieutenant de police, sur-

rounded with spies, who would watch all his mo-
tions, and immediately discover the retreat in which

he had disposed of his prize. These arguments, and

the frank familiar manner in which they were de-

livered, but, above all, the last consideration, in-

duced the young gentleman to disclose the whole

of his proceedings to the ambassador, and promised

to be governed by his direction, provided the lady

should not suffer for the step she had taken, but be

received by her husband with due reverence and

respect. These stipulations being agreed to, he

undertook to produce her in eight and forty hours ;

and, taking coach immediately, drove to the place

of her residence, where he spent a whole day and a

night in convincing her of the impossibility of their

enjoying each other in that manner. Then, re-

turning to Paris, he delivered her into the hands

of the ambassador, who, having assured her that

she might depend upon his friendship and protec-

tion, in case she should find herself aggrieved by
the jealous temper of Mr. Hornbeck, restored her

to her legitimate lord, whom he counselled to ex-

empt her from that restraint which in all proba-

bility had been the cause of her elopement, and

endeavour to conciliate her affection by tender

and respectful usage.

The husband behaved with great humility and

compliance, protesting that his chief study should

be to contrive parties for her pleasure and satisfac-

tion. But no sooner did he regain possession of his

stray sheep, than he locked her up more closely

than ever; and, after having revolved various

schemes for her reformation, determined to board

her in a convent, under the inspection of a prudent
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abbess, who should superintend her morals, and

recal her to the paths of virtue, -which she had for-

saken. With this view he consulted an English

priest of his acquaintance, who advised hini to

settle her in a monastery at Lisle, that she might

be as far as possible from the machinations of her

lover; and gave him a letter of recommendation^to

the superior of a certain convent in that place, for

which Mr. Hombeck set out in a few days with

his troublesome charge.

CHAPTER XLII.

Peregrine resolves to return tc England ;
is diverted with

the odd Characters of two of his Countrymen, with whom

he contracts an Acquaintance in the Apartments of the

Palace Royal.

In the mean time our hero received a letter from

his aunt, importing that the commodore was in a

very declining way, and longed much to see him

at the garrison ; and, at the same time, he heard

from his sister, who gave him to understand, that

the young gentleman who had for some time made

his addresses to her, was become very pressing in his

solicitations ; so that she wanted to know in what

manner she should answer his repeated entreaties.

These two considerations determined the young

gentleman to return to his native country, a reso-

lution that was far from being disagreeable to

Jolter, who knew that the incumbent on a living

which was in the gift of Trunnion, was extremely

old, and that it would be his interest to be upon

the spot at the said incumbent's decease.

Peregrine, who had resided about fifteen months

in France, thought he was now sivfficiently qualified

for eclipsing most of his cotemporaries in England,

and therefore prepared for his departure with in-

finite alacritv, being moreover inflamed with the

most ardent desire of revisiting his friends, and re-

newing his connexions, particularly with Emilia,

whose heart he, by this time, thought he was able

to reduce on his own terms.

As he proposed to make the tour of Flanders and

Holland in his return to England, he resolved to

stay at Paris a week or two after his affairs were

settled, in hope of finding some agreeable companion

disposed for the same journey, and, in order to re-

fresh his memory, made a s* cond circuit round all

the places in that capital, where any curious pro-

duction of art is to be seen. In the course of this

second examination, he chanced to enter the Palais

Royal just as two gentlemen alighted from a fiacre

at the gate, and all three being admitted at the same

time, he soon perceived that the strangers were of

his own country. One of them was a young man,

in whose air and countenance appeared all the un-

couth gravity and supercilious self-conceit of a phy-

sician piping hot from his studies ; while the other,

to whom his companion spoke by the appellation

of Mr. Pallet, displayed at first sight a strange

composition of levity and assurance. Indeed their

characters, dress, and address, were strongly con-

trasted. The doctor wore a suit of black, and a

huge tie wig, neither suitable to his own age, nor

the fashion of the country where he then lived

;

whereas the other, though seemingly turned of

fifty, strutted in a gay summer dress of the Parisian

cut, with a bag to his own gray hair, and a red fea-

ther in his hat, which he carried under his arm.

As these figures seemed to promise something

THE ADVENTURES OF

entertaining, Pickle entered into conversation with

them immediately, and soon discovered that the

old gentleman was a painter from London, who had

stole a fortnight from his occupation, in order to

visit the remarkable paintings of France and Flan-

ders ; and that the doctor had taken the opportunity

of accompanying him in his tour. Being extremely

talkative, he not only communicated these parti-

culars to our hero in a very few minutes after their

meeting, but also took occasion to whisper in his

ear, that his fellow-traveller was a man of vast

learning, and, beyond all doubt, the greatest poet of

the age. As for himself, he was under no necessity

of making his own eulogium ; for he soon gave such

specimens of his taste and talents, as left Pickle no

room to doubt of his capacity.

While they stood considering the pictures in one

of the first apartments, which are by no means the

most masterly compositions, the Swiss, who sets up

for a connoisseur, looking at a certain piece, pro-

nounced the word magnijique! with a note of ad-

miration ; upon which Mr. Pallet, who was not at

all a critic in the French language, replied with

great vivacity, "manufac, you mean, and a very

indifferent piece of manufacture it is ;
pray, gen-

tlemen, take notice, there is no keeping in those

heads upon the back ground, nor no relief in the

principal figure. Then you'll observe the shadings

are harsh to the last degree ; and—come a little

closer this way— don't you perceive that the fore-

shortening of that arm is monstrous— agad, sir,

there is an absolute fracture in the limb —Doctor,

you understand anatomy ; don't you think that

muscle evidently misplaced ? Hark ye, Mr. what

d'ye call um," turning to the attendant, " what is

the name of the dauber who painted that miserable

performance-'" The Swiss imagining that he was

all this time expressing his satisfaction, sanctioned

his supposed commendation,by exclaiming sansprix.

"Right," cried Pallet, "I could not recollect his

name, though his manner is quite familiar to me.

We have a few pieces in England done by that

same Sangpree ; but there they are in no estimation

;

we have more taste among us, than to relish the

productions of such a miserable gout. A'n't he an

ignorant coxcomb, Doctor ? " The physician,

ashamed of his companion's blunder, thought it

was necessary, for the honour of his own character,

to take notice of it before the stranger, and there-

fore answered his question, by repeating this line

from Horace,

Mutato nomine, de te fabula narratur.

The painter, who was rather more ignorant of

Latin than of French, taking it for granted that

this quotation of his friend conveyed an assent to

his opinion, " Very true," said he, " Potatoe domine

date, this piece is not worth a single potatoe."

Peregrine was astonished at this surprising perver-

sion of the words and meaning of a Latin line,

which, at first, he could not help thinking was a

premeditated joke ; but, upon second thoughts, he

saw no reason to doubt that it was the extempora-

neous effect of sheer pertness and ignorance, at

which he broke out into an immoderate fit of

laughter. Pallet, believing that the gentleman's

mirth was occasioned by his arch animadversion

upon the works of Sangpree, underwent the same

emotion in a much louder strain, and endeavoured

to heighten the jest by more observations of the

same nature^ while the doctor, confounded at his
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impudence and -want of knowledge, reprimanded

him in these words of Homer :

—

Siga me tis alios Achaion touton akouse muthon.

This rehuke, the reader will easily perceive, was

not calculated for the meridian of his friend's in-

tellects, hut uttered with a view of raising his own

character in the opinion of Mr. Pickle, who re-

torted this parade of learning in three verses from

the same author, heing part of the speech of Poly-

damas to Hector, importing that it is impossible

for one man to excel in every thing. The self-

sufficient physician, who did not expect such a re-

partee from a youth of Peregrine's appearance,

looked upon his reply as a fair challenge, and in-

stantly rehearsed forty or fifty lines of the Iliad in

a breath. Observing that the stranger made no

effort to match this effusion, he interpreted his

silence into submission ; then, in order to ascertain

his victory, insulted him with divers fragments of

authors, whom his supposed competitor did not

even know by name ;' while Mr. Pallet stared with

admiration at the profound scholarship of his com-

panion. Our young gentleman, far from repining

at this superiority, laughed within himself at the

ridiculous ambition of the pedantic doctor. He
rated him in his own mind as a mere index-hunter,

who held the eel of science by the tail, and fore-

saw an infinite fund of diversion in his solemnity

and pride, if properly extracted by means of his

fellow-traveller's vanity and assurance. Prompted

by these considerations, he resolved to cultivate

their acquaintance, and, if possible, amuse himself

at their expense in his journey through Flanders,

understanding that they were determined upon the

same route. In this view he treated them with ex-

traordinary attention, and seemed to pay particular

deference to the remarks of the painter, who with

great intrepidity pronounced judgment upon every

picture in the palace, or in other words, exposed

his own nakedness, in every sentence that pro-

ceeded from his mouth.

When they came to consider the Murder of the

Innocents, by Le Bran, the Swiss observed, that it

was un beau morceau ; and Mr. Pallet replied,

" Yes, yes, one may see with half an eye, that it

can be the production of no other ; for Bomorso's

style, both in colouring and drapery, is altogether

peculiar ; then his design is tame, and his expres-

sion antic and unnatural. Doctor, you have seen

my Judgment of Solomon ; I think I may without

presumption—but I don't choose to make com-

parisons ; I leave that odious task to other people,

and let my works speak for themselves. France, to

be sure, is rich in the arts ; but what is the reason ?

The king encourages men of genius with honour

and rewards ; whereas, in England, we are obliged

to stand upon our own feet, and combat the envy and

malice of our brethren—agad! I have a good

mind to come and settle here in Paris ; I should

like to have an apartment in the Louvre, with a

snug pension of so many thousand livres." In this

manner did Pallet proceed with an eternal rotation

of tongue, floundering from one mistake to another,

until it was the turn of Poussin's Seven Sacraments

to be examined. Here again the Swiss, out of the

abundance of his zeal, expressed his admiration, by
saying these pieces were unpayable ; when the painter,

turning to him with an air of exultation, " Pardon
me, friend, there you happen to be mistaken ; these

are none of Impayable's, but done by Nicholas

Pouseen. I have seen prints of them in England

;

so that none of your tricks upon travellers, Mr.

Swiss, or Swash, or what's your name." He was

very much elated by this imaginary triumph of

his understanding, which animated him to per-

severe in his curious observations upon all the

other pieces of that celebrated collection ; but, per-

ceiving that the doctor manifested no signs of

pleasure and satisfaction, but rather beheld them

with a silent air of disdain, he could not digest his

indifference, and asked, with a waggish sneer, if

ever he had seen such a number of masterpieces

before ? The physician, eyeing him with a look of

compassion, mingled with contempt, observed, that

there was nothing there which deserved the atten-

tion of any person acquainted with the ideas of the

ancients; and that the author of the finest piece

now in being was unworthy to clean the brushes of

one of those great masters who are celebrated by

the Greek and Koman writers. " O lud ! O lud !"

exclaimed the painter, with a loud laugh, "you
have fairly brought yourself into a dilemma at last,

dear doctor, for it is well known that your ancient

Greek and Roman artists knew nothing at all of

the matter, in comparison with our modern mas-

ters; for this good reason, because they had but

three or four colours, and knew not how to paint

with oil. Besides, which of all your old fusty

Grecians would you put upon a footing with the

divine Raphael, the most excellent Michael Angelo

Bona Roti, the graceful Guido, the bewitching

Titian, and, above all others, the sublime Rubens,

the"—he would have proceeded w ith a Iong catalogue

of names which he had got by heart for the pur-

pose, without retaining the least idea of their seve-

ral qualifications, had not he been interrupted by his

friend, whose indignation being kindled by the

irreverence with which he mentioned the Greeks,

he called him blasphemer, Goth, Boeotian, and, in

his turn, asked with great vehemence which of

those puny moderns could match with Pansenus

of Athens, and his brother Phidias, Polycletus of

Sicyon, Polygnotus the Thrasian, Parrhasius of

Ephesus, surnamed Abrodiaitos, or the Beau, and

Apelles, the prince of painters? He challenged

him to show any portrait of these days that could

vie with the Helen of Xeuxis the Heraclean, or

any composition equ;^ to the sacrifice of Iphigenia,

by Timanthes the Sieyonian ; not to mention the

twelve gods of Asclepiadoras the Athenian, for

which Mnason, tyrant of Elatea, gave him about

three hundred pounds a-piece ; or Homer's Hell,

by Nicias, who refused sixty talents, amounting to

upwards of eleven thousand pounds, and generously

made a present of it to his own country. He de-

sired him to produce a collection equal to that in

the Temple of Delphos, mentioned in the Ion of

Euripides, where Hercules and his companion
Iolaus are represented in the act of killing the

Lernaean hydra, with golden sickles, kruseais har-

pais, where Bellerophon appears on his winged
steed, vanquishing the fire-breathing chimera, tan

puripneousan, and the War of the Giants is de-

scribed—here Jupiter stands wielding the red hot

thunderbolt, Keraunon ampliipuron ; there Pallas,

dreadful to the view, Gorgopon, brandisheth her
spear against the huge Enceladus ; and Bacchus,

with slender ivy rods, defeats and slays the -gas

teknon, or mighty son of earth. The painter

was astonished and confounded at this rhapsody of

names and instances, which was uttered with sur-
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prising eagerness and rapidity, and suspected at

first that the whole was the creation of his own
.jrain. But when Fickle, with a view of flattering

the doctor's self-conceit, espoused his side of the

question, and confirmed the truth of every thing

he advanced, Mr. Pallet changed his opinion, and

in emphatic siience adored the immensity of his

friend's understanding. In short, Peregrine easily

perceived that they were false enthusiasts, without

the smallest pretensions to taste and sensibility, and

pretended to be in raptures with they knew not

what, the one thinking it was incumbent upon him

to express transports on seeing the works of those

who had been most eminent in his profession, whe-

ther they did or did not really raise his admira-

tion; and the other, as a scholar, deeming it his

duty to magnify the ancients above all competition,

with an affected fervour, which the knowledge of

their excellencies never inspired. Indeed, our

young gentleman so successfully accommodated

himself to the dispositions of each, that, long before

their review was finished, he was become a particu-

lar favourite with both.

From the Palais Royal he accompanied them to

the cloisters of the Carthusians, where they con-

sidered the history of St. Bruno, by Le Sieur, whose

name being utterly unknown to the painter, he

gave judgment against the whole composition, as

pitiful and paltry, though, in the opinion of all good

judges, it is a most masterly performance.

Having satisfied their curiosity in this place,

Peregrine asked them to favour him with their

company at dinner ; but whether out of caution

against the insinuations of one whose character

they did not know, or by reason of a prior engage-

ment, they declined hisinvitation, on pretence of

having an appointment at a certain ordinary, though

they expressed a desire of being farther acquainted

with him; and Mr. Pallet took the freedom of

asking his name, which he not only declared, but

promised, as they were strangers in Paris, to wait

upon them next day in the forenoon, in order to

conduct them to the Hotel de Thoulouse, and the

houses of several other noblemen, remarkable for

paintings or curious furniture. They thankfully

embraced his proposal, and that same day made
inquiry among the English gentlemen about the

character of our hero, which they found so much to

their satisfaction, that, upon their second meeting,

they courted his good graces without reserve ;
and,

as they had heard of his intended departure, begged

earnestly to have the honour of accompanying him
through the Low Countries. He assured them,

that nothing could be more agreeable to him than

the prospect of having such fellow-travellers ; and
they immediately appointed a day for setting out

on that tour.

CHAPTER XLHI.

He introduces his new Friends to Mr. Jolter, with whom
the Doctor enters into a Dispute upon Government, which

had well nigh terminated in open War.

Meanwhile, he not only made them acquainted
with every thing worth seeing in town, but attended

them in their excursions to all the king's houses
within a day's journey of Paris ; and, in the course
of these parties, treated them with an elegant din-

ner at his own apartments, where a dispute arose

between the doctor and Mr. Jolter, which had well

nigh terminated in an irreconcileable animosity.

These gentlemen, with an equal share of pride,

pedantry, and saturnine disposition, were, by the

accidents of education and company, diametrically

opposite in political maxims ; the one, as we have

already observed, being a bigoted high churchman,

and the other a rank republican. It was an article

of the governor's creed, that the people could not

be happy, nor the earth yield its fruits in abund-

ance, under a restricted clergy and limited govern-

ment ;
whereas, in the doctor's opinion, it was ai»

eternal truth, that no constitution was so perfect as

the democracy, and that no country could flourish,

but under the administration of the mob.

These considerations being premised, no wonder

that they happened to disagree in the freedom of an

unreserved conversation, especially as their enter-

tainer took all opportunities of encouraging and

inflaming the contention. The first source of their

difference was an unlucky remark of the painter,

who observed that the partridge, of which he was

then eating, had the finest relish of any he had

ever tasted. His friend owned that the birds were

the best of the kind he had seen in France ;
but

affirmed that they were neither so plump nor

delicious as those that were caught in England.

—

The governor, considering this observation as the

effect of prejudice and inexperience, said, with a

sarcastical smile, " I believe, sir, you are very well

disposed to find every thing here inferior to the

productions of your own country." " True, sir,"

answered the physician, with a certain solemnity of

aspect, "and not without good reason, I hope."

" And pray," resumed the tutor, " why may not

the partridges of France be as good as those of

England?" " For a very plain reason," replied the

other, " because they are not so well fed. The
iron hand of oppression is extended to all animals

within the French dominions, even to the beasts of

the field and the fowls of the air. Kunessin oionuisi

te pasi." " Egad !" cried the painter, " that is a

truth not to be controverted ; for my own part, I am
none of your tit-bits, one would think, but yet

there's a freshness in the English complexion, a

ginseekye, I think you call it, so inviting to a hungry

Frenchman, that I have caught several in the very

act of viewing me with an eye of extreme appetite

as I passed ; and as for their curs, or rather their

wolves, whenever I set eyes on one of 'em, Ah

!

your humble servant, Mr. Son of a bitch ; I am
upon my guard in an instant. The doctor can

testify that their very horses, or more properly

their live carrion, that drew our chaise, used to

reach back their long necks, and smell at us, as a

couple of delicious morsels." This sally of Mr.

Pallet, which was received with a general laugh of

approbation, would, in all probability, have stifled

the dispute in embryo, had not Mr. Jolter, with a

serf-applauding simper, ironically complimented the

strangers on their talking like true Englishmen.

The doctor, affronted at the insinuation, told him,

with some warmth, that he was mistaken in his

conjecture, his affections and ideas being confined

to no particular country ; for he considered himself

as a citizen of the world. He owned himself more

attached to England than to any other kingdom, but

this preference was the effect of reflection, and not

of prejudice ; because the British constitution ap-

proached nearer than any other to that perfection

of government, the democracy of Athens, which

he hoped one day to see revived. He mentioned
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the death of Charles the First, and the expulsion of

his son, with raptures of applause
;
inveighed with

great acrimony against the kingly name ; and, in

order to strengthen his opinion, repeated forty or

fifty lines from one of the Phillippics of Demos-
thenes. Jolter, hearing him speak so disrespect-

fully of the higher powers, glowed with indignation.

He said his doctrines were detestable, and de-

structive of all right, order, and society ; that

monarchy was of divine institution, therefore

indefeasible by any human power ;
and, of con-

sequence, those events in the English history, which

he had so liberally commended, w ere no other than

flagrant instances of sacrilege, perfidy, and sedition

;

that the democracy of Athens was a most absurd

constitution, productive of anarchy and mischief,

which must always happen when the government
of a nation depends upon the caprice of the ignorant

hair-brained vulgar ; that it was in the power of

the most profligate member of the commonwealth,
provided he was endowed with eloquence, to ruin

the most deserving, by a desperate exertion of his

talents upon the populace, who had been often

persuaded to act in the most ungrateful and
imprudent manner against the greatest patriots

that their country had produced ;
and, finally, he

averred, that the liberal arts and sciences had never

flourished so much in a republic as under the

encouragement and protection of absolute power
;

witness the Augustan age, and the reign of Lewis

the Fourteenth ; nor was it to be supposed that

genius and merit could ever be so amply recom-

pensed by individuals, or distracted councils of

a commonwealth, as by the generosity and magni-
ficence of one who had the whole treasures at his

own command.
Peregrine, who was pleased to find the contest

grow warm, observed that there seemed to be a good
deal of truth in what Mr. Jolter advanced ; and the

painter, whose opinion began to waver, looked with

a face of expectation at his friend, who, modelling

his features into an expression of exulting disdain,

asked of his antagonist, if he did not think that

very power of rewarding merit enabled an absolute

prince to indulge himself in the most arbitrary

license over the lives and fortunes of his people ?

Before the governor had time to answer this

question, Pallet broke forth into an exclamation of
" By the Lord ! that is certainly a fact, egad ! that

was a home-thrust, doctor." When Mr. Jolter,

chastising this shallow intruderwith a contemptuous

look, affirmed, that though supreme power fur-

Eished a good prince with the means of exerting

his virtues, it would not support a tyrant in the

exercise of cruelty and oppression ; because in all

nations the genius of the people must be consulted

by their governors, and the burden proportioned to

the shoulders on which it is laid.
—" Else, what

follow; ?" said the physician. " The consequence is

plain," replied the governor, " insurrection, revolt,

and his own destruction ; for it is not to be supposed

that the subjects of any nation would he so abject

and pusillanimous as to neglect the means which
Heaven had put in their power for their own pre-

servation." " Gadzooks, you're in the right, sir," cried

Pallet, " that I grant you must be confessed. Doctor,

I'm afraid we have got into the wrong box." This

son of Pa;an, however, far from being of his friend's

opinion, observed, with an air of triumph, that he

would not only demonstrate the sophistry of the

gentleman's last allegation by arguments and facts,

but even confute him with his own words. Jolter's

eyes kindling at this presumptuous declaration, he

told his antagonist, while his lip quivered with

resentment, that, if his arguments were no better

than his breeding, he was sure he would make very

few converts to his opinion ; and the doctor, with

all the insolence of triumph, advised him to beware

of disputes for the future, until he should have

made himself more master of his subject.

Peregrine both wished and hoped to see the dis-

putants proceed to arguments of more weight and

conviction ; and the painter, dreading the same

issue, interposed with the usual exclamation of
" For God's sake, gentlemen !" when the governor

rose from table in great dudgeon, and left the

room, muttering some ejaculation, of which the

word coxcomb only could be distinctly heard. The
physician, being thus left master of the field of

battle, was complimented on his victory by Pere-

grine, and so elevated by his success, that he

declaimed a full hour on the absurdity of Jolter's

proposition, and the beauty of the democratic

administration; canvassed the whole scheme of

Plato's republic, with many quotations from that

ideal author touching the to halon ; from thence he

made a transition to the moral sense of Shaftesbury,

and concluded his harangue with the greatest part

of that frothy writer's rhapsody, which he repeated

with all the violence of enthusiastic agitation, to the

unspeakable satisfaction of his entertainer, and the

unutterable admiration of Pallet, who looked upon

him as something supernatural and divine. So
intoxicated was this vain young man with the

ironical praises of Pickle, that he forthwith shook

off all reserve, and, having professed a friendship

for our hero, whose taste and learning he did not

fail to extol, intimated, in plain terms, that he was
the only person in these latter ages who possessed

that sublime genius, that portion of the divinity of

Ti Theion, which immortalized the Grecian poets ;

that as Pythagoras affirmed the spirit of Euphorbus
had transmigrated into his body, he, the doctor, was
strangely possessed with the opinion that he himself

was inspired by the soul of Pindar ; because, making
allowance for the difference of languages in which

they wrote, there was a surprising affinity between

his own works and those of that celebrated Theban

;

and, as a confirmation of this truth, he immediately

produced a sample of each, which, though in spirit

and versification as different as the Odes of Horace
and our present Poet Laureate, Peregrine did not

scruple to pronounce altogether congenial, not-

withstanding the violence he by this sentence offered

to his own conscience, and a certain alarm of his

pride, that was weak enough to be disturbed by
the physician's ridiculous vanity and presumption,

which, not contented with displaying his importance

in the world of taste and polite literature, manifested

itself in arrogating certain material discoveries in

the province of physic, which could not fail to ad-

vance him to the highest pinnacle of that profession,

considering the recommendation of his other talents,

together with a liberal fortune which he inherited

from his father.

CHAPTER XLIV.
Tlie Doctor prepares an Entertainment in the manner of the

Ancients, which is attended with divers ridiculous Cir-

cumstances.

In a word, our young gentleman, by his insinuating

behaviour, acquired the full confidence of the doctor,
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•who invited him to an entertainment, which he

intended to prepare in the manner of the ancients.

—

Pickle, struck with this idea, eagerly embraced the

proposal, which he honoured with inany encomiums,

as a plan in all respects worthy of his genius and

apprehension ; and the day was appointed at some

distance of time, that the treater might have leisure

to compose certain pickles and confections, which

were not to he found among the culinary prepara-

tions of these degenerate days.

With a view of rendering the physician's taste

more conspicuous, and extracting from it the more

diversion, Peregrine proposed that some foreigners

shoidd partake of the banquet ; and the task being

left to his care and discretion, he actually bespoke

the company of a French marquis, an Italian count,

and a German baron, whom he knew to be egre-

gious coxcombs, and therefore more likely to

enhance the joy of the entertainment.

Accordingly, the hour being arrived, he con-

ducted them to the hotel where the physician

lodged, after having regaled their expectations with

an elegant meal in the genuine old Roman taste
;

and they were received by Mr. Pallet, who did the

honours of the house, while his friend superintended

the cook below. By this communicative painter,

the guests understood that the doctor had met with

numerous difficulties in the execution of his de-

sign ; that no fewer than five cooks had been dis-

missed, because they could not prevail upon their

own consciences to obey his directions in things

that were contrary to the present practice of their

art ; and that although he had at last engaged a

person, by an extraordinary premium, to comply

with his orders, the fellow was so astonished, mor-

tified, and incensed at the commands he had re-

ceived, that his hair stood on end, and he begged,

on his knees, to be released from the agreement he

had made ; but finding that his employer insisted

upon the performance of his contract, and threat-

ened to introduce him to the commissaire, if he

should flinch from the bargain, he had, in the dis-

charge of his office, wept, sung, cursed, and capered,

for two whole hours without intermission.

While the company listened to this odd infor-

mation, by which they were prepossessed with

strange notions of the dinner, their ears were in-

vaded by a piteous voice, that exclaimed in French,
" For the love of God ! dear sir ! for the pass' on of

Jesus Christ ! spare me the mortification of the

honey and oil !" Their ears still vibrated wi-.h the

sound, when the doctor entering, was by Peiegrine

made acquainted with the strangers, to whom he,

in the transports of his wrath, could not help com-

plaining of the want of complaisance he had found

in the Parisian vulgar, by which his plan had been

almost entirely ruined and set aside. The French

marquis, who thought the honour of his nation was

concerned at this declaration, professed his sorrow

for what had happened, so contrary to the esta-

blished character of the people, and undertook to

see the delinquents severely punished, provided he

could be informed of their names or places of

abode. The mutual compliments that passed on

this occasion were scarce finished, when a servant,

coming into the room, announced dinner ; and the

entertainer led the way into another apartment,

where they found a long table, or rather two boards

joined together, and furnished with a variety of

dishes, the steams of which had such evident effect

upon the nerves of the company, that the marquis

made frightful grimaces, under pretence of taking

snutf; the Italian's eyes watered, the German's

visage underwent several distortions of feature ; our

hero found means to exclude the odour from his

sense of smelling, by breathing only through his

mouth ; and the poor painter, running into another

room, plugged his nostrils with tobacco. The doc-

tor himself, who was the only person then present

whose organs were not discomposed, pointing to a

couple of couches placed on each side of the table,

told his guests that he was sorry he could not pro-

cure the exact triclinia of the ancients, which were

somewhat different from these conveniencies, and

desired they would have the goodness to repose

themselves without ceremony, each in his respective

couchette, while he and his friend Mr. Pallet would

place themselves upright at the ends, that they

might have the pleasure of serving those that lay-

along. This disposition, of which the strangers had

no previous idea, disconcerted and perplexed them

in a most ridiculous manner ; the marquis and

baron stood bowing to each other, on pretence of

disputing the lower seat, but in reality with a view

of profiting by the example of each other, for

neither of them understood the manner in which

they were to loll ; and Peregrine, who enjoyed their

confusion, handed the count to the other side, where,

with the most mischievous politeness, he insisted

upon his taking possession of the upper place.

In this disagreeable and ludicrous suspense, they

continued acting a pantomime of gesticulations,

until the doctor earnestly entreated them to waive

all compliment and form, lest the dinner should be

spoiled before the ceremonial could be adjusted.

Thus conjured, Peregrine took the lower couch on

the left-hand side, laying himself gently down, with

his face towards the table. The marquis, in imita-

tion of this pattern, though he would have much
rather fasted three days than run the risk of dis-

composing his dress by such an attitude, stretched

himself upon the opposite place, reclining upon his

elbow in a most painful and awkward situation,

with his head raised above the end of the couch,

that the economy of his hair might not suffer by

the projection of his body. The Italian, being a

thin limber creature, planted himself next to Pickle,

without sustaining any misfortune, but that of his

stocking being torn by a ragged nail of the seat, as

he raised his legs on a level with the rest of his

limbs. But the baron, who was neither so wieldy

nor supple in his joints as his companions, flounced

himself down with such precipitation, that his feet,

suddenly tilting up, came in furious contact with

the head of the marquis, and demolished every curl

in a twinkling, while his own skull, at the same

instant, descended upon the side of his couch with

such violence, that his periwig was struck off, and

the whole room filled with pulvilio.

The drollery of distress that attended this dis-

aster entirely vanquished the affected gravity of

our young gentleman, who was obliged to suppress

his laughter by cramming his handkerchief in his

mouth ; for the bareheaded German asked pardon

with such ridiculous confusion, and the marquis

admitted his apology with such rueful complaisance,

as were sufficient to awake the mirth of a Quietist.

This misfortune being repaired as well as the

circumstances of the occasion would permit, and

every one settled according to the arrangement

already described, the doctor graciously undertook

to give some account of the dishes as they occurred,
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that the company might he directed in their choice

;

and, with an air of infinite satisfaction, thus began,
" This here, gentlemen, is a boiled goose, served up

in a sauce composed of pepper, lovage, coriander,

mint, rue, anchovies, and oil ! I wish, for your

sakes, gentlemen, it was one of the geese of Ferrara,

so much celebrated among the ancients for the

magnitude of their livers, one of which is said to

have weighed upwards of two pounds ; with this

food, exquisite as it was, did the tyrant Heliogabu-

lus regale his hounds. But I beg pardon, I had
almost forgot the soup, which I hear is so necessary

an article at all tables in France. At each end

there are dishes of the salacacabia of the Romans ;

one is made of parsley, pennyroyal, cheese, pine-

tops, honey, vinegar, brine, eggs, cucumbers, onions,

and hen livers ; the other is much the same as the

soup-maigre of this country. Then there is a loin

of boiled veal with fennel and carraway seed, on a

pottage composed of pickle, oil, honey, and flour,

and a curious hashis of the lights, liver, and blood

of a hare, together with a dish of roasted pigeons.

Monsieur le baron, shall I help you to a plate of

this soup ?" The German, who did not at all dis-

approve of the ingredients, assented to the proposal,

and seemed to relish the composition ; while the

marquis being asked by the painter which of the

silly-kickabys he chose, was, in consequence of his

desire, accommodated with a portion of the soup-

maigre ; and the count, in lieu of spoon meat, of

which he said he was no great admirer, supplied

himself with a pigeon, therein conforming to the

choice of our young gentleman, whose example lie

determined to follow through the whole course of

the entertainment.

The Frenchman having swallowed the first spoon-

fid, made a full pause, his throat swelled as ifan egg
had stuck in his gullet, his eyes rolled, and his mouth
underwent a series of involuntary contractions and
dilatations. Pallet, who looked stedfastly at this con-

noisseur, with a view of consulting his taste, before

he himself would venture upon the soup, began to

be disturbed at these emotions, and observed, with

some concern, that the poor gentleman seemed to

be going into a fit; when Peregrine assured him,

that these were symptoms of ecstasy, and, for fur-

ther confirmation, asked the marquis how he found

the soup. It was with infinite difficulty that his

complaisance could so far master his disgust, as to

enable him to answer, "Altogether excellent, upon

my honour !" And the painter being certified of

his approbation, lifted the spoon to his mouth with-

out scruple ; but far from justifying the eulogium

of his taster, when this precious composition dif-

fused itself upon his palate, he seemed to be de-

prived of all sense and motion, and sat like the

leaden statue of some river god, with the liquor

flowing out at both sides of his mouth.

The doctor, alarmed at this indecent phenome-

non, earnestly inquired into the cause of it ; and

when Pallet recovered his recollection, and swore

that he would rather swallow porridge made of burn-

ing brimstone, than such an infernal mess as that

which he had tasted, the physician, in hisown vindi-

cation, assured the company, that, except the usual

ingredients, he had mixed nothing in the soup but

some sal-ammoniac, instead of the ancient nitrum,

which could not now be procured ; and appealed to

the marquis, whether such a succedaneum was not

an improvement on the whole. The unfortunate

petit-maitre, driven to the extremity of his con-

descension, acknowledged it to be a masterly re-

finement ; and deeming himself obliged, in point of

honour, to evince his sentiments by his practice,

forced a few more mouthfuls of this disagreeable

potion down his throa*, till his stomach was so much
offended, that he was compelled to start up of a
sudden, and, in the hurry of his elevation, over-

turned his plate into the bosom of the baron. The
emergency of his occasions would not permit him
to stay and make apologies for this abrupt beha-

viour ; so that he flew into another apartment,

where Pickle found him puking, and crossing him-

self with great devotion ; and a chair, at his desire,

being brought to the door, he slipped into it more
dead than alive, conjuring his friend Pickle to make
his peace with the company, and, in particular, ex-

cuse him to the baron, on account of the violent fit

of illness with which he had been seized. It was
not without reason that he employed a mediator

;

for when our hero returned to the dining-room, the

German got up, and was under the hands of his

own lackey, who wiped the grease from a rich

embroidered waistcoat, while he, almost frantic with

his misfortune, stamped upon the ground, and, in

High Dutch, cursed the unlucky banquet, and the

impertinent entertainer, who, all this time, with

great deliberation, consoled him for the disaster, by
assuring him, that the damage might be repaired

with some oil of turpentine, and a hot iron. Pere-

grine, who could scarce refrain from laughing in

his face, appeased his indignation, by telling him
how much the whole company, and especially the

marquis, was mortified at the accident ; and the

unhappy salacacabia being removed, the places

were filled with two pies—one of dormice, liquor-

ed "with syrup of white poppies, which the doctor

had substituted in the room of toasted poppy-

seed, formerly eaten with honey, as a dessert; and
the other, composed of an hock of pork baked in

honey.

Pallet hearing the first of these dishes described,

lifted up his hands and eyes, and, with signs of

loathing and amazement, pronounced, " A pie made
of dormice and syrup of poppies !—Lord in heaven

!

what beastly fellows those Romans were !" His
friend checked him for his irreverent exclamation

with a severe look, and recommended the veal, of

which he himself cheerfully ate, with such enco-

miums to the company, that the baron resolved to

imitate his example, after having called for a bum-
per of Burgundy, which the physician, for his sake,

wished to have been the true wine of Falernum.

The painter, seeing nothing else upon the table

which he would venture to touch, made a merit of

necessity, and had recourse to the veal also; although

he could not help saying, that he would not give

one slice of the roast beef of Old England for all

the dainties of a Roman emperor's table. But all

the doctor's invitations and assurances could not

prevail upon his guests to honour the hashis and
the goose ; and that course was succeeded by an-

other, in which he told them were divers of those

dishes, which, among the ancients, had obtained the

appellation of politeles, or magnificent. " That
which smokes in the middle," said he, " is a sow's

stomach, -filled with a composition of minced pork,

hog's brains, eggs, pepper, cloves, garlic, anniseed,

rue, ginger, oil, wine, and pickle. On the right-

hand side are the teats and belly of a sow, just far-

rowed, fried with sweet wine, oil, flour, lovage, and
pepper. On the left, is a fricassee of snails, fed, or
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rather purged, with milk. At that end, next Mr.

Pallet, are fritters of pompions, lovage, origanum,

and oil ; and here are a couple of pullets, roasted

and stuffed in the manner of Appicms."

The painter, who had, bv wry faces, testified his

abhorrence of the sow's stomach, which he com-

pared to a bagpipe, and the snails, which had under-

gone purgation, no sooner heard him mention the

roasted pullets, than he eagerly solicited a wing of

the fowl ;
upon which the doctor desired he would

take the trouble of cutting them up, and accordingly

sent them round, while Mr. Pallet tucked the table-

cloth under his chin, and brandished his knife and

fork with singular address ; but scarce were they

set down before him, when the tears ran down his

cheeks, and he called aloud, in a manifest disorder,

" Zounds ! this is the essence of a whole bed of gar-

lic '" That he might not, however., disappoint or

disgrace the entertainer, he applied his instruments

to one of the birds; and, when he opened up the

cavity, was assaulted bv such an irruption of into-

lerable smells, that, without staying to disengage

himself from the cloth, he sprung away, with an

exclamation of " Lord Jesus !" and involved the

whoie table in havoc, ruin, and confusion.

Before Pickle could accomplish his escape, he

was sauced with a syrup of the dormice pie, which

went to pieces in the general wreck. And as for

the Italian count, he was overwhelmed by the sow s

stomach, which, bursting in the fall, discharged its

contents upon his leg and thigh, and scalded him so

miserably, that he shrieked with anguish, and grin-

ned with"a most ghastly and horrible aspect.

The baron, who sat secure without the vortex

of this tumult, was not at all displeased at seeing

his companions involved in such a calamity as that

which he had alreadv shared ; but the doctor was

confounded with shame and vexation. After hav-

ing prescribed an application of oil to the count s

leg, he expressed his sorrow for the misadventure,

which he openly ascribed to want of taste and pru-

dence in the painter, who did not think proper to

return, and make an apology in person ;
and pro-

tested that there was nothing in the fowls which

could give offence to a sensible nose, the stuffing

being a mixture of pepper, lovage, and assajattda,

and the sauce, consistmgof wine and hemng-pickle,

which he had used instead of the celebrated garum

of the Romans ; that famous pickle having been

prepared sometimes of the scombri, which were a

sort of tunnv fish, and sometimes of the sdurus, or

shad fish ;
nay, he observed that there was a third

kind, called garum hcemation, made of the guts, gills,

and blood of the thi/nnus.
,

The physician, finding it would be impracticable

to reestablish the order of the banquet, by present-

ing again the dishes which had been discomposed,

ordered every thing to be removed, a clean cloth to

be laid, and the dessert to be brought in.

Meanwhile, he regretted his incapacity to give

them a specimen of the alieus, or fish-meals of the

ancients—such as the jus diabaton, the conger-eel,

which, in Galen's opinion, is hard of digestion ;

the cornuta, or gurnard, described by Pliny, m his

Natural Historv, who says, the horns of many of

them were a foot and a half in length ;
the mullet

and lamprey, that were in the highest estimation

of old, of which last Julius Caesar borrowed six

thousand for one triumphal supper. He observed,

that the manner of dressing them was described by

Horace, in the account he gives of the entertain-

ment to which Maecenas was invited by the epi-

cure Nasiedenus,

—

" Affertur squillos inter murena natantes," &c.

and told them, that they were commonly eaten with

the thus Syriacum, a certain anodyne and astrin-

gent seed, which qualified the purgative nature of

the fish. Finally, this learned physician gave them

to understand, that, though this was reckoned a

luxurious dish in the zenith of the Roman taste, it

was by no means comparable, in point of expense,

to some preparations in vogue about the time of

that absurd voluptuary Heliogabalus, who ordered

the brains of six hundred ostriches to be compounded

in one mess.

By this time the dessert appeared ;
and the com-

pany were not a little rejoiced to see plain olives, in

salt and water. But what the master of the feast

valued himself upon was, a sort of jelly, which he

affirmed to be preferable to the hypotrimma of Hesy-

chius, being a mixture of vinegar, pickle, and

honey boiled to a proper consistence, and candied

assafa-iida, which he asserted, in contradiction to

Aumelbergius and Lister, was no other than the

laser Syriacum, so precious as to be sold among the

ancients to the weight of a silver penny. The

gentlemen took his word for the excellency of this

gum, but contented themselves with the olives,

which gave such an agreeable relish to the wine,

that they seemed very well disposed to console

themselves for the disgraces they had endured
;
and

Pickle, unwilling to lose the least circumstance of

entertainment that could be enjoyed in their com-

pany, went in quest of the painter, who remained

in his penitentials in another apartment, and could

not be persuaded to re-enter the banquetmg-room,

until Peregrine undertook to procure his pardon

from those whom he had injured. Having assured

him of this indulgence, our young gentleman led

him in like a criminal, bowing on all hands with an

air of humility and contrition; and particularly

addressing himself to the count, to whom he swore

in English, as God was his Saviour, he had no in-

tent to affront man, woman, or child ; but was fain

to make the best of his way, that he might not give

the honourable company cause of offence, by obey-

ing the dictates of nature in their presence.

When Pickle interpreted this apology to the

Italian, Pallet was forgiven in very polite terms,

and even received into favour by his friend the

doctor, in consequence of our hero's intercession

;

so that all the guests forgot their chagrin, and paid

their respects so piously to the bottle, that, in a

short time, the champagne produced very evident

effects in the behaviour of all present.

CHAPTER XLV.

The Painter is persuaded to accompany Pickle to a Mas-

querade in Woman's Apparel-Is engaged in a troublesome

Adventure, and, with his Companion, conveyed to the

Bastile.

The painter, at the request of Pickle, who had a

design upon the count's sense of hearing, favoured

the company with the song of Bumper Squire Jones,

which yielded infinite satisfaction to the baron

but affected the delicate ears of the Italian in such

a manner, that his features expressed astonishment

and disquiet ; and, by his sudden and repeated jour-

neys to the door, it plainly appeared that he was in

the same predicament with those who, as bhak-
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speare observes, when the bagpipe sings in the nose,

cannot contain their urine for affection.

With a view, therefore, of vindicating music from
such a barbarous taste, Mr. Pallet had no sooner
performed his task, than the count honoured his

friends with some favourite airs of his own coun-
try, which he warbled with infinite grace and ex-
pression, though they had not energy sufficient to

engage the attention of the German, who fell fast

asleep upon his couch, and snored so loud as to in-

terrupt, and totally annul this ravishing entertain-

ment ; so that they were fain to have recourse again
to the glass, which made such innovation upon the
brain of the physician, that he sung divers odes of
Anacreon, to a tune of his own composing, and
held forth upon the music and recitative of the an-
cients with great erudition ; while Pallet, having
found means to make the Italian acquainted with
the nature of his profession, harangued upon paint-

ing with wonderful volubility, in a language which
it was well for his own credit the stranger did not
understand.

At length the doctor was seized with such a
qualm, that he begged Peregrine to lead him to

his chamber ; and the baron being waked, retired

with the count.

Peregrine, being rendered frolicksome with the
wine he had drank, proposed that he and Pallet

should go to a masquerade, which he recollected
was to be given that night. The painter did not
want curiosity and inclination to accompany him,
but expressed his apprehension of losing him in the
ball, an accident which could not fail to be very
disagreeable, as he was an utter stranger to the
language and the town. To obviate this objection,

the landlady, who was of their counsel, advised
him to appear in a woman's dress, which would lay
his companion under the necessity of attending him
with more care, as lie could not with decency de-
tach himself from the lady whom he should intro-

duce
;
besides, such a supposed connexion would

hinder the ladies of pleasure from accosting and
employing their seducing arts upon a person already-
engaged.

Our young gentleman, foreseeing the abundance
of diversion in the execution of this project, se-

conded the proposal with such importunity and
address, that the painter allowed himself to be
habited in a suit belonging to the landlady, who also

procured for him a mask and domino, while Pickle
provided himself with a Spanish dress. In this

disguise, which they put on about eleven o'clock,

did they, attended by Pipes, set out in a fiacre for

the ball room into which Pickle led this suppositi-

tious female, to the astonishment of the whole
company, who had never seen such an uncouth
figure in the appearance of a woman.

After they had taken a view of all the remarkable
masks, and the painter had been treated with a
glass of liquor, his mischievous companion gave
him the slip, and vanishing in an instant, returned
with another mask and a domino over his habit, that
he might enjoy Pallet's perplexity, and be at hand
to protect him from insult.

The poor painter, having lost his guide, was al-

most distracted with anxiety, and stalked about the
room in quest of him, with such huge strides and
oddity of gesture, that he was followed by a whole
multitude, who gazed at him as a preternatural
phenomenon. This attendance increased his un-
easiness to such a degree, that he could not help

uttering a soliloquy aloud, in which he cursed his

fate for having depended upon the promise of such
a wag ; and swore, that, if once he was clear of
this scrape, he would not bring himself into such
a premunire again for the whole kingdom of France.

Divers petit-maitres, understanding the mask
was a foreigner, who, in all probability, could not

speak French, made up to him in their turns, in

order to display their wit and address, and teazed
him with several arch questions, to which he made
no other answer than, " No parly Francy. D—

n

your chattering !—Go about your business, can't

ye ?" Among the masks was a nobleman, who be-
gan to be very free with the supposed lady, and
attempted to plunge his hand into her bosom. But
the painter was too modest to suffer such indecent
treatment

;
and, when the gallant repeated his ef-

forts in a manner still more indelicate, lent him
such a box on the ear, as made the lights dance
before him, and created such a suspicion of Pallet's

sex, that the Frenchman swore he was either a
male or hermaphrodite, and insisted upon a scru-

tiny, for the sake of his own honour, with such
obstinacy of resentment, that the fictitious nymph
was in imminent danger, not only of being exposed,

but also of undergoing severe chastisement, for

having made so free with the prince's ear ; when
Peregrine, who saw and overheard every thing that

passed, thought it was high time to interpose ; and
accordingly asserted his pretensions to the insulted

lady, who was overjoyed at this proof of his pro-

tection.

The affronted gallant persevered in demanding
to know who she was, and our hero as strenuously

refused to give him that satisfaction ; so that high
words ensued; and the prince threatening to punish
his insolence, the young gentleman, who was not

supposed to know his quality, pointed to the place

where his own sword used to hang ; and snapping
his fingers in his face, laid hold on the painter's

arm, and led him to another part of the room, leav-

ing his antagonist to the meditations of his own
revenge.

Pallet, having chid his conductor for his bar-

barous desertion, made him acquainted with the

difficulty iu which he had been involved, and flatly

telling him he would not put it in his power to give

him the slip again, held fast by his arm during the

remaining part of the entertainment, to the no small

diversion of the company, whose attention was al-

together engrossed in the contemplation of such an
awkward, ungainly, stalking apparition. At last,

Pickle being tired of exhibiting this raree-show,

complied with the repeated desires of his companion,
and handed her into the coach ; which he himself
had no sooner entered, than they were surrounded
by a file of musketeers, commanded by an exempt,
who, ordering the coach-door to be opened, took his

place with great deliberation, while one of uis de-

tachment mounted the box, in order to direct the
driver.

Peregrine at once conceived the meaning of this

arrest, and it was well for him he had no weapon
wherewith to stand upon his defence ; for such was
the impetuosity and rashness of his temper, that,

had he been armed, he would have run all risks

rather than surrender himself to any odds what-
ever; but Pallet imagining that the officer was some
gentleman who had mistaken their carriage for his

own, desired his friend to undeceive the stranger

;

and, when he was informed of the real state of their
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condition, his knees began to shake, his teeth to

chatter, and he uttered a most doleful lamentation,

importing his fear of being carried to some hideous

dungeon of the Bastile, where he should spend the

rest of his days in misery and horror, and never

see the light of God's sun, nor the face of a friend,

but perish in a foreign land, far removed from his

family and connexions. Pickle d—ned him for his

pusillanimity; and the exempt hearing a lady

bemoan herself so piteously, expressed his morti-

fication at being the instrument of giving her such

pain, and endeavoured to console them, by repre-

senting the lenity of the French government, and

the singular generosity of the prince, by whose

order they were apprehended.

Peregrine, whose discretion seemed to forsake

him on all such occasions, exclaimed with great

bitterness against the arbitrary administration of

France, and" inveighed, with many expressions of

contempt, against the character of the offended

prince, whose resentment, (far from being noble, he

said) was pitiful, ungenerous, and unjust. To this

remonstrance the officer made no reply, butshrugged

up his shoulders in silent astonishment at the har-

diesse of the prisoner, and the fiacre was just on

the point of setting out, when they heard the noise

of a scuffle at the back of the coach, and the voice

of Tom Pipes pronouncing, " I'll be d—ned if I do."

This trusty attendant had been desired by one of

the guard to descend from his station in the rear,

but, as he resolved to share his master's fate,

he took no notice of their entreaties, until they

were seconded by force ; and that he endeavoured

to repel with his heel, which he applied with such

energy to the jaws of the soldier who first came in

contact with him, that they emitted a crashing

sound like a (fried walnut between the grinders of

a templar in the pit. Exasperated at this outrage,

the other saluted Tom's posteriors with his bayonet,

which incommoded him so much, that he could no

longer keep his post, but leaping upon the ground,

gave his antagonist a chuck under the chin, which

laid him upon his back, and then skipping over

him with infinite agility, absconded among the

crowd of coaches, till he saw the guard mount

before and behind upon his master's fiacre, which

no sooner set forward than he followed at a small

distance, to reconnoitre the place where Peregrine

should be confined.

After having proceeded slowly through many
windings and turnings, to a part of Paris in which

Pipes was an utter stranger, the coach stopped at

a great gate, with a wicket in the middle, which

being opened at the approach of the carriage, the

prisoners were admitted ; and the guard returning

with the fiacre, Tom determined to watch in that

place all night, that in the morning he might make
such observations as might be conducive to the

enlargement of his master.

CHAPTER. XLVI.

By the Fidelity of Pipes, Jolter is informed of his Pupil

Fate—Confers with the Physician—Applies to the Ambas
sador, who, with great Difficulty, obtains the Discharge

of the Prisoners, on certain Conditions.

This plan he executed, notwithstanding the pain of

his wound, and the questions of the city guard both
horse and foot, to which he could make no other

answer than "Anglois, Anylois ;" and as soon as it

was light, taking an accurate survey of the castle

(for such it seemed to be) into which Peregrine and

Pallet had been conveyed, together with its situa-

tion in respect to the river, he went home to their

lodgings, and waking Mr. Jolter, gave him an

account of the adventure. The governor wrung

his hands in the utmost grief and consternation,

when he heard this unfortunate piece of news
;
he

did not doubt that his pupil was imprisoned in the

Bastile for life ; and, in the anguish of his appre-

hension, cursed the day on which he had undertaken

to superintend the conduct of such an imprudent

young man, who had, by reiterated insults, pro-

voked the vengeance of such a mild forbearing

administration. That he might not, however, neg-

lect any means in his power to extricate him from

his present misfortune, he despatched Thomas to

the doctor, with an account of his companion's fate,

that they might join their interest in behalf of the

captives ; and the physician being informed of what

had happened, immediately dressed himself, and

repaired to Jolter, whom he accosted in these words

;

" Now, sir, I hope you are convinced of your error,

in asserting that oppression can never be the effect

of arbitrary power. Such a calamity as this could

never have happened under the Athenian demo-

cracy. Nay, even when the tyrant Pisistratus got

possession of that commonwealth, he durst not ven-

ture to rule with such absolute and unjust dominion.

You shall see now that Mr. Pickle and my friend

Pallet will fall a sacrifice to the tyranny of lawless

power
;
and, in my opinion, we shall be accessary

to the ruin of this poor enslaved people, if we bestir

ourselves in demanding or imploring the release of

our unhappy countrymen ; as we may thereby pre-

vent the commission of a flagrant crime, which

would fill up the vengeance of heaven against the

perpetrators, and perhaps be the means of restoring

a whole nation to the unspeakable fruition of free-

dom. For my own part, I should rejoice to see the

blood of my father spilt in such a glorious cs.use,

provided such a victim would furnish me with the

opportunity of dissolving the chains of slavery, and

vindicating that liberty which is the birthright of

man. Then would my name be immortalized among

the patriot heroes of antiquity, and my memory,

like that of Harmodius and Aristogiton, be ho-

noured by statues erected at the public expense.

This rhapsody, which was delivered with gTeat

emphasis and agitation, gave so much offence to

Jolter, that, without speaking one word, he retired

in great wrath to his own chamber, and the re-

publican returned to his lodging, in full hope of his

prognostic being verified in the death and destruc-

tion of Peregrine and the painter, which must give

rise to some renowned revolution, wherein he him-

self would act a principal part. But the governor,

whose imagination was not quite so warm and

prolific, went directly to the ambassador, whom he

informed of his pupil's situation, and besought to

interpose with the French ministry, that he and the

other British subject might obtain their liberty.

His excellency asked if Jolter could guess at the

cause of his imprisonment, that he might be the

better prepared to vindicate or excuse his conduct

;

but neither he nor Pipes could give the smallest

hint of intelligence on that subject; though he

furnished himself from Tom's own mouth with a
j

circumstantial account of the manner in which his

master had been arrested, as well as of his own

behaviour, and the disaster he had received on that
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occasion. His lordship never doubted that Pickle

had brought this calamity upon himself by some

unlucky prank he had played at the masquerade

;

especially when he understood that the young

gentleman had drank freely in the afternoon, and

been so whimsical as to go thither with a man in

woman's apparel ; and he, that same day, waited on

the French minister, in full confidence of obtaining

his discharge ; but met with more difficulty than

he expected, the court of France being extremely

punctilious in every thing that concerns a prince of

the blood. The ambassador was therefore obliged

to talk in very high terms ; and though the present

circumstances of the French politics would not

allow them to fall out with the British administra-

tion for trifles, all the favour he could procure, was

a promise that Pickle shoidd be set at liberty, pro-

vided he would ask pardon of the prince to whom

he had given offence. His excellency thought tins

was but a reasonable condescension, supposing Pe-

regrine to have been in the wrong ; and Jolter was

admitted to him, in order to communicate and re-

inforce his lordship's advice, which was, that he

should complv with the terms proposed. The go-

vernor, who d"id not enter this gloomy fortress with-

out fear and trembling, found his pupil in a dismal

apartment, void of all furniture but a stool and

truckle-bed ; the moment he was admitted, he per-

ceived the youth whistling with great unconcern,

and working with his pencil at the bare wall, on

which he had delineated a ludicrous figure, labelled

with the name of the nobleman whom he had

affronted, and an English mastiff with his leg lifted

up, in the attitude of making water in his shoe.

He had been even so presumptuous as to explain

the device with satirical inscriptions in the French

language, which, when Jolter perused, his hair

stood on end with affright. The very turnkey was

confounded and overawed by the boldness of his

behaviour, which he had never seen matched by

any inhabitant of that place ; and actually joined

his friend in persuading him to submit to the easy-

demand of the minister. But our hero, far from

embracing the counsel of this advocate, handed him

to the door with great ceremony, and dismissed

him with a kick on the breech ; and to all the sup-

plications and even tears of Jolter, made no other

reply than that he would stoop to no condescension,

because he had committed no crime ;
but would

leave his case to the cognizance and exertion of

the British court, whose duty it was to see justice

done to its own subjects. He desired, however,

that Pallet, who was confined in another place,

mio-ht avail himself of his own disposition, which

was sufficiently pliable. But when the governor

derired to see his fellow prisoner, the turnkey gave

him to understand, that he had received no orders

relating to the lady, and therefore could not admit

him into her apartment; though he was com-

plaisant enough to tell him that she seemed very

much mortified at her confinement, and at certain

times behaved as if her brain was not a little disor-

dered. Jolter, thus baffled in all his endeavours,

quitted the Bastile with a heavy heart, and reported

his fruitless negotiation to the ambassador, who

could not help breaking forth into some acrimoni-

ous expressions against the obstinacy and inso-

lence of the young man, who, he said, deserved to

suffer for his folly. Nevertheless, he did not desist

from his representations to the French ministry,

which he found so unyielding, that he was obliged

to threaten in plain terms to make it a national

concern ; and not only write to his court for instruc-

tions, but even advise the council to make reprisals,

and send some French gentlemen in London to the

tower. „.

This intimation had an effect upon the ministry

at Versailles, who, rather than run the risk of

incensing a people, whom it was neither their in-

terest nor inclination to disoblige, consented to dis-

charge the offenders, on condition that they should

leave Paris in three days after their enlargement.

This proposal was readily agreed to by Peregrine,

who was now a little more tractable, and heartily

tired of keing cooped up in such an uncomfortable

abode, for the space of three long days, without

any sort of communication or entertainment, but

that which his own imagination suggested.

CHAPTER XLVH.

Peregrine makes himself merry at the expense of the Painter,

who curses his Landlady, and breaks with the Doctor.

As he could easily conceive the situation of his

companion in adversity, he was unwilling to leave

the place, until he had reaped some diversion from

his distress, and with that view repaired to the

dungeon of the afflicted painter, to which he had

by this time free access. When he entered, the

first object that presented itself to his eye was so

uncommonly ridiculous, that he could scarce pre-

serve that gravity of countenance which he had

affected in order to execute the joke he had planned.

The forlorn Pallet sat upright in his bed, in a dis-

habille that was altogether extraordinary. He had

laid aside his monstrous hoop, together with his

stays, gown, and petticoat, wrapped his lappets

about his head by way of night-cap, and wore

his domino as a loose morning-dress ; his grizzled

locks hung down about his lack-lustre eyes and

tawny neck, in all the disorder of negligence ;
his

gray beard bristled about half an inch through the

remains of the paint with which his visage had

been bedaubed, and every feature of his face was

lengthened to the most ridiculous expression ot

grief and dismay. Seeing Peregrine come in, he

started up in a sort of frantic ecstasy, and, running

towards him with open arms, no sooner perceived

the woeful appearance into which our hero had

modelled his physiognomy, than he stopped short

all of a sudden, and the joy which had begun to

take possession of his heart was in a moment dis-

pelled by the most rueful presages; so that

stood in a most ludicrous posture of dejection, like

a malefactor at the Old Bailey, when sentence is

about to be pronounced. Pickle, taking him by

the hand, heaved a profound sigh, and after having

protested that he was extremely mortified at being

pitched upon as the messenger of bad news, told

him, with an air of sympathy and infinite concern,

that the French court having discovered his sex,

had resolved, in consideration of the outrageous

indignity he offered in public to a prince of the

blood, to detain him in the Bastile a prisoner for

life ; and that this sentence was a mitigation obtained

by the importunities of the British ambassador, the

punishment ordained by law being no other than

breaking alive on the wheel. These tidings aggra-

vated the horrors of the painter to such a degree,

that he roared aloud, and skipped about the room

in all the extravagance of distraction ;
taking God
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and man to witness that lie would rather suffer im-

mediate death, than endure one year's imprison-

ment in such a hideous place ; and cursing the

hour of his birth, and the moment on which he de-

parted from his own country. "For my own
part," said his tormentor, in a hypocritical tone,
" I was obliged to swallow the bitter pill of making
submission to the prince, who, as I had not pre-

sumed to strike him, received acknowledgments,
in consequence of which I shall be this day set at

liberty ; and there is even one expedient left for

the recovery of your freedom. It is, I own, a dis-

agreeable remedy ; but one had better undergo a

little mortification, than be for ever wretched. Be-
sides, upon second thoughts, I begin to imagine that

you will not for such a trifle sacrifice yourself to

the unceasing horrors of a solitary dungeon, espe-

cially as your condescension will in all probability

be attended with advantages which you could not

otherwise enjoy." Pallet, interrupting him with
great eagerness, begged for the love of God that he
would no longer keep him in the torture of sus-

pense, but mention that same remedy, which he
was resolved to swallow, let it be never so un-
palatable.

Peregrine, having thus played upon his passions

of fear and hope, answered, that, as the offence was
committed in the habit of a woman, which was a
disguise unworthy of the other sex, the French
court was of opinion that the delinquent should be
reduced to the neuter gender ; so that there was an
alternative at his own option, by which he had it in

his power to regain immediate freedom. " What !"

cried the painter in despair, " become a singer ?

Gadzooks ! and the devil and all that, I'll rather lie

still where I am, and let myself be devoured by
vermin." Then thrusting out his throat, " Here
is my wind- pipe," said he, "be so good, my dear
friend, as to give it a slice or two ; if you don't, I

shall one of these days be found dangling in my
garters. What an unfortunate rascal I am ! What
a blockhead, and a beast, and a fool was I to trust

myself among such a barbarous ruffian race ! Lord
forgive you, Mr. Pickle, for having been the imme-
diate cause of my disaster ; if you had stood by me
from the beginning, according to your promise, I

should not have been teazed by that coxcomb who
has brought me to this pass. And why did I put
on this d—ned unlucky dress ? Lard curse that chat-

tering Jezebel of a landlady, who advised such a
preposterous disguise ! a disguise which hath not
only brought me to this pass, but also rendered me
abominable to myself and frightful to others ; for

when I this morning signified to the turnkey, that

I wanted to be shaved, he looked at my beard with
astonishment, and, crossing himself, muttered his

pater noster, believing me, I suppose, to be a witch,
or something worse. And Heaven confound that

loathsome banquet of the ancients, which provoked
me to drink too freely, that I might wash away the
taste of that accursed siUikicaby."

Our young gentleman, having heard his lamen-
tation to an end, excused himself for his conduct,
by representing, that he could not possibly foresee
the disagreeable consequences that attended it

;
and,

in the mean time, strenuously counselled him to
submit to the terms of his enlargement. He ob-
served, that he was now arrived at that time of life,

when the lusts of the flesh should be entirely mor-
tified within him, and his greatest concern ought
to be the health of his soul, to which nothing could

more effectually contribute than the amputation
which was proposed ; that his body, as well as his

mind, would profit by the change, because he would
have no dangerous appetite to gratify, and no carnal

thoughts to divert him from the duties of his pro-

fession ; and his voice, which was naturally sweet,

would improve to such a degree, that he would
captivate the ears of all the people of fashion and
taste, and in a little time be celebrated under the

appellation of the English Senesino.

These arguments did not fail to make an impres-
sion upon the painter, who, nevertheless, started

two objections to his compliance ;
namely, the dis-

grace of the punishment, and the dread of his wife.

Pickle undertook to obviate these difficulties, by
assuring him, that the sentence would be executed
so privately as never to transpire ; and that his

wife could not be so unconscionable, after so many
years of cohabitation, as to take exceptions to an
expedient, by which she would not only enjoy the

conversation of her husband, but even the fruits of

those talents which the knife would so remarkably
refine.

Pallet shook his head at this last remonstrance,

as if he thought it would not be altogether con-

vincing to his spouse ; but yielded to the proposal,

provided her consent could be obtained. Just as

he signified this condescension, the gaoler entered,

and, addressing himself to the supposed lady, ex-

pressed his satisfaction in having the honour to

tell her, that she was no longer a prisoner. As the

painter did not understand one word of what he
said, Peregrine undertook the office of interpreter,

and made his friend believe the gaoler's speech was no
other than an intimation, that the ministry had sent

a surgeon to execute what was proposed, and that

the instruments and dressings were prepared in the

next room. Alarmed and terrified at this sudden
appointment, he flew to the other end of the room,
and snatching up an earthen chamberpot, which
was the only offensive weapon in the place, put

himself in a posture of defence, and, with many
oaths, threatened to try the temper of the barber's

skull, if he should presume to set his nose within

the apartment.

The gaoler, who little expected such a reception,

concluded that the poor gentlewoman had actually

lost her wits, and retreated with precipitation,

leaving the door open as he went out. Upon which
Pickle, gathering up the particulars of his dress

with great despatch, crammed them into Pallet's

arms, and, taking notice that now the coast was
clear, exhorted him to follow his footsteps to the

gate, where a hackney coach stood for his reception.

There being no time for hesitation, the painter took

his advice, and, without quitting the utensil, which
in his hurry he forgot to lay down, sallied out in

the rear of our hero, with all that wildness of

terror and impatience which may be reasonably-

supposed to take possession of a man who flies

from perpetual imprisonment. Such was the tu-

mult of his agitation, that his faculty of thinking

was for the present utterly overwhelmed, and he
saw no object but his conductor, whom he followed

by a sort of instinctive impulse, without regarding

the keepers and sentinels, who, as he passed, with
his clothes under one arm, and his chamberpot
brandished above his head, were confounded, and
even dismayed at the strange apparition.

During the whole course of this irruption, he

ceased not to cry with great vociferation, " Drive,
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coachman, drive, in the name of God I" And the

carriage had proceeded the length of a whole

street, before he manifested the least sign of reflec-

tion, but stared like the Gorgon's head, with his

mouth wide open, and each particular hair crawl-

ing and twining like an animated serpent. At
length, however, he began to recover the use of his

senses, and asked if Peregrine thought him out of

all danger of being retaken. This unrelenting wag,

not yet satisfied with the affliction he had imposed

upon the sufferer, answered, with an air of doubt

and concern, that he hoped they would not be

overtaken, and prayed to God they might not be

retarded by a stop 'of carriages. Pallet fervently

joined in this supplication, and they advanced a

few yards further, when the noise of a coach at

full speed behind them invaded their ears; and

Pickle having looked out of the window, withdrew

his head in seeming confusion, and exclaimed,

" Lord have mercy upon us ! I wish that may not

be a guard sent after us. Methinks I saw the

muzzle of a fusil sticking out of the coach." The

painter, hearing these tidings, that instant thrust

himself half out at the window, with his helmet

still in his hand, bellowing to the coachman, as

loud as he could roar, " Drive, d—n ye, drive !

to the gates of Jericho and ends of the earth !

Drive, you raggamuflin, you rascallion, you hell-

hound ! drive us to the pit of hell, rather than we
should be taken."

Such a phantom could not pass without attract-

ing the curiosity of the people, who ran to the

doors and windows, in order to behold this object

of admiration. With the same view, that coach,

which was supposed to be iu pursuit of him,

stopped just as the windows of each happened to

be opposite ; and Pallet looking behind, and seeing

three men standing upon the foot-board, armed

with canes, which his fear converted into fusils,

never doubted that his friend's suspicion was just

;

but, shaking his jordan at the imaginary guard,

swore he would sooner die than part with his pre-

cious ware. The owner of the coach, who was a

nobleman of the first quality, mistook him for

some unhappy woman deprived of her senses; and,

ordering his coachman to proceed, convinced the

fugitive, to his infinite joy, that this was no more

than a false alarm. He was not, for all that, freed

from anxiety and trepidation ; but our young gen-

tleman, fearing his brain would not bear a repetition

of the same joke, permitted him to gain his own

lodgings, without further molestation.

His landlady, meeting him on the stair, was so

affected at his appearance, that she screamed aloud,

and betook herself to flight ; while he, cursing her

with great bitterness, rushed into the apartment of

the doctor, who, instead of receiving him with

cordial embraces, and congratidating him upon his

deliverance, gave evident tokens of umbrage and

discontent ; and even plainly told him, he hoped to

have heard that he and Mr. Pickle had acted the

glorious part of Cato—an event which would have

laid the foundation of such noble struggles, as

could not fail to end in happiness and freedom ;
and

that he had already made some progress in an ode

that would have immortalized their names, and

inspired the flame of liberty in every honest breast.

« There," said he, " I would have proved, that

great talents, and high sentiments of liberty, do

reciprocally produce and assist each other; and

illustrated my assertions with such notes and

quotations from the Greek writers, as would have

opened the eyes of the most blind and unthinking,

and touched the most callous and obdurate heart.

O fool! to think the man, whose ample mind must

grasp whatever yonder stars survey—Fray, Mr.

Pallet, what is your opinion of that image of the

mind's grasping the whole universe ? For my own

part, I can't help thinking it the most happy con-

ception that ever entered my imagination.

The painter, who was not such a flaming en-

thusiast in the cause of liberty, could not brook the

doctor's reflections, which he thought savoured a

little too much of indifference and deficiency in

point of private friendship; and therefore seized

the present opportunity of mortifying his pride, by

observing, that the image was, without all doubt,

very grand and magnificent ; but that he had been

obliged for the idea to Mr. Bayes, in the Rehearsal,

who values himself upon the same figure, conveyed

in these words, But all these clouds, when by the eye

of reason grasp'd, &c. Upon any other occasion,

the painter would have triumphed greatly in this

detection ; but such was the flutter and confusion

of his spirits, under the apprehension of being re-

taken, that, without further communication, he re-

treated to his own room, in order to resume his

own dress, which he hoped would alter his appear-

ance in such a manner, as to baffle all search and

examination ; while the physician remainedashamed

and abashed, to find himself convicted of bombast

by a person of such contemptible talents. He was

offended at this proof of his memory, and so much
enraged at his presumption in exhibiting it, that he

could never forgive his want of reverence, and

took every opportunity of exposing his ignorance

and folly in the sequel. Indeed, the ties of private

affection were too weak to engage the heart of this

republican, whose zeal for the community had en-

tirely swallowed up his concern for individuals.

He looked upon particular friendship as a passion

unworthy of his ample soul, and was a professed

admirer of L. Manlius, Junius Brutus, and those

later patriots of the same name, who shut their ears

against the cries of nature, and resisted all the dic-

tates of gratitude and humanity.

CHAPTER XLVIII.

Pallet conceives a hearty Contempt of his Fellow-Traveller,

anil attaches himself to Pickle, who, nevertheless, per-

secutes him with his mischievous Talent upon the Road

to Flanders.

In the mean time, his companion having employed

divers pails full of water, in cleansing himself from

the squalor of a jail, submitted his face to the

barber, tinged his eyebrows with a sable hue, and,

being dressed in his own clothes, ventured to visit

Peregrine, who was still under the hands of his

valet-de-chambre, and who gave him to under-

stand, that his escape had been connived at, and

that the condition of their deliverance was their

departure from Paris in three days.

The painter was transported with joy, when he

learnt that he ran no risk of being retaken ;
and,

far from repining at the terms of his enlargement,

would have willingly set out on his return to Eng-

land that same afternoon ; for the Bastile had

made such an impression upon him, that he started

at the sound of every coach, aad turned pale at

sight of a French soldier. In the fulness of his
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heart, he complained of the doctor's indifference,

and related what had passed at their meeting with

evident marks of resentment and disrespect ; which
were not at all diminished, when Jolter informed
him of the physician's behaviour, -when he sent for

him to confer about the means of abridging their

confinement. Pickle himself was incensed at his

want of bowels
; and, perceiving how much he had

sunk in the opinion of his fellow-traveller, resolved

to encourage these sentiments of disgust, and oc-

casionally foment the division to a downright
quarrel, which he foresaw would produce some di-

version, and perhaps expose the poei's character in

such a light as would effectually punish him for his

arrogance and barbarity. With this view, he le-

velled several satirical jokes at the doctor's pedantry

and taste, which had appeared so conspicuous in

the quotations he had got by heart from ancient au-

thors ; in his affected disdain of the best pictures

in the world, which, had he been endowed with the

least share of discernment, he could not have beheld
with such insensibility ;

and, lastly, in his ridiculous

banquet, which none but an egregious coxcomb,
devoid of all elegance and sense, would have pre-

pared, or presented to rational beings. In a word,

our young gentleman played the artillery of his

wit against him with such success, that the painter

seemed to wake from a dream, and went home
with the most hearty contempt for the person he
had formerly adored.

Instead of using the privilege of a friend, to

enter his apartment without ceremony, he sent in his

servant with a message, importing, that he intended

to set out from Paris next day, in company with

Mr. Pickle, and desiring to know whether or not he
was or would be prepared for the journey. The
doctor, struck with the manner, as well as the

matter of this intimation, went immediately to

Pallet's room, and demanded to know the cause of

such a sudden determination, without his privity or

concurrence
;

and, when he understood the ne-

cessity of their affairs, rather than travel by himself,

he ordered his baggage to be packed up, and sig-

nified his readiness to conform to the emergency of

the case
;
though he was not at all pleased with the

cavalier behaviour of Pallet, to whom he threw out

some hints of his own importance- and the im-

mensity of his condescension, in favouring him
with such marks of regard. But by this time these

insinuations had lost their effect upon the painter,

who told him, with an arch sneer, that he did not

at all question his learning and abilities, and par-

ticularly his skill in cookery, which he should

never forget while his palate retained its function

;

but nevertheless advised him, for the sake of the

degenerate eaters of these days, to spare a little of

his sal ammoniac in the next sillykickaby he should

prepare ; and bate somewhat of the devil's dung,

which he had so plentifully crammed into the

roasted fowls, unless he had a mind to convert his

guests into patients, with a view of licking himself

whole for the expense of the entertainment.

The physician, nettled at these sarcasms, eyed
him with a look of indignation and disdain ;

and,

being unwilling to express himself in English, lest,

in the course of the altercation, Pallet should be so

much irritated as to depart without him, he vented
his anger in Greek. The painter, though, by the
sound, he supposed this quotation to be Greek,
complimented his friend upon his knowledge in the
"Welsh language, and found means to rally him

quite out of temper ; so that he retired to his own
chamber in the utmost wrath and mortification, and
left his antagonist exulting over the victory he had
won.
While those things passed between these ori-

ginals, Peregrine waited upon the ambassador,
whom he thanked for his kind interposition, ac-

knowledging the indiscretion of his own conduct,

with such appearance of conviction, and promises

of reformation, that his excellency freely forgave

him for all the trouble he had been put to on his ac-

count, fortified him with sensible advices, and, as-

suring him of his continual favour and friendship,

gave him, at parting, letters of introduction to

several persons of quality belonging to the British

court.

Thus distinguished, our young gentleman took

leave of all his French acquaintance, and spent the

evening with some of those who had enjoyed the

greatest shaTe of his intimacy and confidence

;

while Jolter superintended his domestic concerns,

and, with infinite joy, bespoke a post-chaise and
horses, in order to convey him from a place where
he lived in continual apprehension of suffering by
the dangerous disposition of his pupil. Every thing

being adjusted according to their plan, they and
their fellow-travellers next day dined together, and,

about four in the afternoon, took their departure in

two chaises, escorted by the valet-de-chambre,

Pipes, and the doctor's lacquey, on horseback, well

furnished with arms and ammunition, in case of

being attacked by robbers on the road.

It was about eleven o'clock at night when they

arrived at Senlis, which was the place at which
they proposed to lodge, and where they were obliged

to knock up the people of the inn, before they could

have their supper prepared. All the provision in

the house was but barely sufficient to furnish one
indifferent meal. However, the painter consoled

himself for the quantity with the quality of the

dishes, one of which was a fricassee of rabbit, a

preparation which he valued above all the dainties

that ever smoked upon the table of the sumptuous
Heliogabalus.

He had no sooner expressed himself to this effect

than our hero, who was almost incessantly laying

traps for diversion at his neighbour's expense, laid

hold on the declaration ; and, recollecting the story

of Scipio and the muleteer in Gil Bias, resolved to

perpetrate a joke upon the stomach of Pallet, which
seemed particularly well disposed to an hearty

supper. He accordingly digested his plan ; and,

the company being seated at table, affected to gaze

with peculiar eagerness at the painter, who had
helped himself to a large portion of the fricassee,

and began to swallow it with infinite relish. Pallet,

notwithstanding the keenness of his appetite, could

not help taking notice of Pickle's demeanour ;
and,

making a short pause in the exercise of his grin-

ders, " You are surprised," said he, " to see me
make so much despatch ; but I was extremely

hungry, and this is one of the best fricassees I ever

tasted. The French are very expert in these dishes,

that I must allow
;

and, upon my conscience, I

would never desire to eat a more delicate rabbit

than this that lies upon my plate."

Peregrine made no other reply to this encomium,
than the repetition of the word " rabbit !" with a

note of admiration, and such a significant shake of

the head, as effectually alarmed the other, who in-

stantly suspended the action of his jaws, and, with
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the morsel half chewed in his mouth, stared round

him with a certain solidity of apprehension, which

is easier conceived than described, until his eyes

encountered the countenance of Thomas Tipes, who
being instructed, and posted opposite to him for the

occasion, exhibited an arch grin, that completed

the painter's disorder. Afraid of swallowing his

mouthful, and ashamed to dispose of it any other

way, he sat some time in a most distressed state of

suspense; and, being questioned by Mr. Jolter

touching his calamity, made a violent etfort of the

muscles of his gullet, which with difficulty per-

formed their office, and then, with great confusion

and concern, asked if Mr. Tickle suspected the

rabbit's identity. The young gentleman, assuming

a mysterious air, pretended ignorance of the matter,

observing, that he was apt to suspect all dishes of

that kind, since he had been informed of the tricks

which were commonly played at inns in France,

Italy, and Spain, and recounted that passage in Gil

Bias, which we have hinted at above, saying, he did

not pretend to be a connoisseur in animals, but the

legs of the creature which composed that fricassee did

not, in his opinion, resemble those of the rabbits he

had usually seen. This observation had an evident

effect upon the features of the painter, who, with cer-

tain signs of loathing and astonishment, exclaimed,
" Lord Jesus !" and appealed to Tipes for a dis-

covery of the truth, by asking if he knew any

thing of the affair. Tom very gravely replied, that

he did suppose the food was wholesome enough, for

he had seen the skm and feet of a special ram-cat,

new flayed, hanging upon the door of a small

pantry adjoining to the kitchen.

Before this sentence was uttered, Pallet's belly

seemed to move in contact with his back-bone, his

colour changed, no part but the whites of his eyes

were to be seen, he dropped his lower jaw, and
fixing his hands in his sides, retched with such

convulsive agonies, as amazed and disconcerted the

whole company ; and what augmented his disorder,

was the tenacious retention of his stomach, which

absolutely refused to part with its contents, not-

withstanding all the energy of his abhorrence,

which threw him into a cold sweat, and almost

into a swoon.

Fickle, alarmed at his condition, assured him it

was a genuine rabbit, and that he had tutored Fipes

to say otherwise for the joke's sake. But this con-

fession he considered as a friendly artifice of Tickle's

compassion, and, therefore, it had little effect upon

his constitution. By the assistance, however, of a

large bumper of brandy, his spirits were recruited,

and his recollection so far recovered, that he was

able to declare, with divers contortions of face, that

the dish had a particular rankness of taste, which

he had imputed partly to the nature of the French

coney, and partly to the composition of their sauces.

Then he inveighed against the infamous practices

of French publicans, attributing such imposition to

their oppressive government, which kept them so

necessitous, that they were tempted to exercise all

manner of knavery upon their unwary guests.

Jolter, who could not find in his heart to let slip

any opportunity of speaking in favour of the French,

told him, " that he was a very great stranger to

their police, else he would know, that if, upon in-

formation to the magistrate, it should appear, that

any traveller, native or foreigner, had been imposed
upon or ill-treated by a publican, the offender woidd
he immediately obliged to shut up his house and,

if his behaviour had been notorious, he himself

would be sent to the galleys without the least hesi-

tation. And as for the dish which has been made
the occasion of your present disorder," said he, " I

will take upon me to affirm it was prepared of a

genuine rabbit, which was skinned in my presence

;

and, in confirmation of what I assert, though such

fricassees are not the favourites of my taste, 1 will

eat a part of this without scruple." So saying, he

swallowed several mouthfuls of the questioned

coney, and Fallet seemed to eye it again with incli-

nation ;
nay, he even resumed his knife and fork,

and, being just on the point of applying them was

seized with another qualm of apprehension, that

broke out in an exclamation of, " After all, Mr.

Jolter, if it should be a real ram-cat—Lord have

mercy upon me ! here is one of the claws !" With
these words, he presented the tip of a toe, of which

Tipes had snipped off five or six from a duck that

was roasted, and purposely scattered them in the

fricassee ; and the governor could not behold this

testimonial without symptoms of uneasiness and

remorse ; so that he and the painter sat silenced

and abashed, and made faces at each other, while

the physician, who hated them both, exulted over

their affliction, bidding them he of good cheer, and

proceed with their meal ; for he was ready to de-

monstrate, that the flesh of a cat was as nourishing

and delicious as veal or mutton, provided they could

prove that the said cat was not of the boar kind,

and had fed chiefly on vegetable diet, or even con-

fined its carnivorous appetite to rats and mice, which

he affirmed to be dainties of exquisite taste and

flavour. He said it was a vulgar mistake to think

that all flesh-devouring creatures were unfit to be

eaten ; witness the consumption of swine and ducks,

animals that delight in carnage, as well as fish,

which prey upon each other, and feed on bait and

carrion ;
together with the demand for bear, of

which the best hams in the world are made. He
then observed, that the negroes on the coast of

Guinea, who are healthy and vigorous people, pre-

fer cats and dogs to all other fare ; and mentioned

from history several sieges, during which the inha-

bitants, who were blocked up, lived upon these

animals, and had recourse even to human flesh,

which, to his certain knowledge, was in all respects

preferable to pork ; for, in the course of his studies,

he had, for the experiment's sake, eaten a steak cut

from the buttock of a person who had been hanged.

This dissertation, far from composing, increased

the disquiet in the stomachs of the governor and
painter, who, hearing the last illustration, turned

their eyes upon the orator at the same instant with

looks of horror and disgust
;
and, the one muttering

the term cannibal, and the other pronouncing the

word abomination, they rose from table in a great

hurry, and, running towards another apartment,

jostled with such violence in the passage, that both

were overturned by the shock, which also contri-

buted to the effect of their nausea, that mutually

defiled them as they lay.

CHAPTER XLIX.
Nor is the Physician sacred from his Ridicule—They reach

Arras, where our Adventurer engages in Play with two

French Officers, who next morning give the Landlord an

interesting Proof of their Importance.

The doctor remained sullen and dejected during
the whole journey ; not but that he attempted to
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recover his importance, by haranguing upon the

Soman highways, -when Mr. Jolter desired the

company to take notice of the fine pavement upon

which they travelled from Paris into Flanders ; but

Pallet, who thought he had now gained the ascen-

dency over the physician, exerted himself in main-

taining the superiority he had acquired, by venting

various sarcasms upon his self-conceit and affecta-

tion of learning, and even uttering puns and conun-

drums upon the remarks which the republican

retailed. When he talked of the Flaminian Way,
the painter questioned if it was a better pavement

than the Fleminian way on which they travelled.

And the doctor having observed, that this road was
made for the convenience of drawing the French
artillery into Flanders, which was often the seat of

war, his competitor in wit replied, with infinite

vivacity, " There are more great guns than the

French king knows of, drawn along this causeway,

doctor
!"

Encouraged by the success of these efforts, which
tickled the imagination of Jolter, and drew smiles,

as he imagined, of approbation from our hero, he
sported in many other equivoques of the same na-

ture, and, at dinner, told the physician that he was
like the root of the tongue, as being cursedly down
in the mouth.

By this time, such was the animosity subsisting

between these quondam friends, that they never
conversed together, except with a view of exposing

each other to the ridicule or contempt of their fel-

low-travellers. The doctor was at great pains to

point out the folly and ignorance of Pallet in pri-

vate to Peregrine, who was often conjured in the

same manner by the painter to take notice of the

physician's want of manners and taste. Pickle pre-

tended to acquiesce in the truth of their mutual
severity, which, indeed, was extremely just ;

and,

by malicious insinuations, blew up their contention,

with a view of bringing it to open hostility. But
both seemed so averse to deeds of mortal purpose,

that, for a long time, his arts were baified, and he
could not spirit them up to any pitch of resentment

higher than scurrilous repartee.

Before they reached Arras, the city gates were
shut, so that they were obliged to take up their

lodging at an indifferent house in the suburbs,

where they found a couple of French officers, who
had also rode post from Paris so far on their way
to Lisle. These gentlemen were about the age of

thirty, and their deportment distinguished by such

an air of insolence, as disgusted our hero, who,
nevertheless, accosted them politely in the yard, and
proposed that they should sup together. They
thanked him for the honour of his invitation, which,
however, they declined, upon pretence of having
ordered something for themselves, but promised to

wait upon him, and his company, immediately after

their repast.

This they accordingly performed ; and, after

having drank a few glasses of Burgundy, one of

them asked if the young gentleman would, for pas-

time, take a hand at quadrille. Peregrine easily

divined the meaning of this proposal, which was
made with no other view than that of fleecing him
and his fellow-travellers ; for he well knew to what
shifts a subaltern in the French service is reduced,
in order to maintain the appearance of a gentleman,
and had reason to believe that most of them were
sharpers from their youth ; but, as he depended a
good deal upon his own penetration and address, he

gratified the stranger's desire, and a party was in-

stantly formed of the painter, the physician, the

proposer, and himself, the other officer having pro-

fessed himself utterly ignorant of the game ; yet,

in the course of the play, he took his station at the

back of Pickle's chair, which was opposite to his

friend, on pretence of amusing himself with seeing

his manner of conducting the cards. The youth

was not such a novice but that he perceived the

design of this palpable piece of behaviour, which

notwithstanding he overlooked for the present, with

a view of flattering their hopes in the beginning,

that they might be the more effectually punished by

their disappointment in the end.

The game was scarce begun, when, by the re-

flection of a glass, he discerned the officer at his

back making signs to his companion, who, by these

preconcerted gestures, was perfectly informed of

the contents of Peregrine's hand, and of con-

sequence fortunate in the course of the play.

Thus they were allowed to enjoy the fruits of

their dexterity, until their money amounted to

some Louis, when our young gentleman, thinking

it high time :o do himself justice, signified in very

polite terms to the gentleman who stood behind

him, that he could never play with ease and

deliberation when he was overlooked by any

bystander, and begged that he would have the

goodness to be seated.

As this was a remonstrance which the stranger

coidd not with any show of breeding resist, he

asked pardon, and retired to the chair of the

physician, who frankly told him, that it was not the

fashion of his country for one to submit his hand

to the perusal of a spectator ; and when, in con-

sequence of this rebuff, he wanted to quarter

himself upon the painter, he was refused by a wave

of the hand, and shake of the head, with an ex-

clamation of Pardonnez moi .' which was repeated

with such emphasis, as discomposed his effrontery,

and he found himself obliged to sit down in a state

of mortification.

The odds being thus removed, fortune proceeded

in her usual channel ; and though the Frenchman,

deprived of his ally, endeavoured to practice divers

strokes of finesse, the rest of the company observed

him with such vigilance and caution, as baffled all

his attempts, and m a very little time he was com-

pelled to part with his winning. But having engaged

in the match with an intention of taking all

advantages, whether fair or unfair, that his superior

skill should give him over the Englishman, the

money was not refunded without a thousand dis-

putes, in the course of which he essayed to intimi-

date his antagonist with high words, which were

retorted by our hero with such interest, as convinced

him that he had mistaken his man, and persuaded

him to make his retreat in quiet. Indeed it was

not without cause that they repined at the bad

success of their enterprise ; because, in all likelihood,

they had nothing to depend upon for the present

but their own industry, and knew not how to

defray their expenses on the road, except by some

acquisition of this kind.

Next morning they rose at day-break, and resolv-

ing to anticipate their fellow- lodgers, bespoke post

horses as soon as they could be admitted into the

city ; so that, when our company appeared, their

beasts were ready in the yard ; and they only waited

to discuss the bill, which they had ordered to be

made out. The landlord of the inn presented his
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carte with fear and trembling to one of those
|

ferocious cavaliers, who no sooner cast his eye

upon the sum total, than he discharged a volley of

dreadful oaths, and asked if the king's officers

were to be treated in that manner? The poor

publican protested, with great humility, that he had

the utmost respect for his majesty, and every thing

that belonged to him ; and that far from consulting

his own interest, all that he desired was to be barely

indemnified for the expense of their lodging.

This condescension seemed to have no other

effect than that of encouraging their arrogance.

They swore his extortion should be explained

to the commandant of the town, who would, by

making him a public example, teach other inn-

keepers how to behave towards men of honour
;

and threatened with such confidence of indignation,

that the wretched landlord, dreading the con-

sequence of their wrath, implored pardon in the

most abject manner, begging, with many supplica-

tions, that he might have the pleasure of lodging

them at his own charge. This was a favour which

he with great difficulty obtained; they chid him
severely for his imposition, exhorted him to have

more regard for his own conscience, as well as for

the convenience of his guests ; and cautioning him
in particular touching his behaviour to the gentle-

men of the army, mounted their horses, and rode

off in great state, leaving him very thankful for

having so successfully appeased the choler of two

officers, who wanted either inclination or ability to

pay their bill ; for experience had taught him to be

apprehensive of all such travellers, who commonly
lay the landlord under contribution, by way of

atonement for the extravagance of his demands,

even after he has professed his willingness to enter-

tain them on their own terms.

.
CHAPTER L.

Peregrine moralizes upon their Behaviour, -which is con-

demned by the Doctor, and defended by the Governor

—

They arrive in safety at Lisle—Dine at an Ordinary—Visit

the Citadel—The Physician quarrels with a North Briton,

who is put in Arrest.

TnEse honourable adventurers being gone, Pere-

grine, who was present during the transaction,

informed himself of the particulars from the mouth
of the innkeeper himself, who took God and the

saints to witness, that he should have been a loser

by their custom, even if the bill had been paid

;

because he was on his guard against their objections,

and had charged every article at an under price.

But such was the authority of officers in France, that

he durst not dispute the least circumstance of their

will ;
for, had the case come under the cognizance

of the magistrate, he must in course have suffered

by the maxims of their government, which never

fail to abet the oppression of the army ; and besides

run the risk of incurring their future resentment,

which would be sufficient to ruin him from top to

bottom.

Our hero boiled with indignation at this instance

of injustice and arbitrary power ; and, turning to

his governor, asked if this too was a proof of the

happiness enjoyed by the French people. Jolter

replied, that every human constitution must in some
things be imperfect ; and owned, that in this king-

dom gentlemen were more countenanced than the

vulgar, because it was to be presumed that their

own sentiments of honour and superior qualifica-

tions would entitle them to this pre-eminence,

which had also a retrospective view to the merit of

their ancestors, in consideration of which they

were at first ennobled. But he affirmed, that the

innkeeper had misrepresented the magistracy,

which in France never failed to punish flagrant

outrages and abuse, without respect of persons.

The painter approved of the wisdom of the

French government, in bridling the insolence of

the mob, by which, he assured them, he had often

suffered in his own person ;
having been often

bespattered by hackney-coachmen, jostled by dray-

men and porters, and reviled in the most oppro-

brious terms by the watermen of London, where

he had once lost his bag and a considerable quantity

of hair, which had been cut off by some rascal in

his passage through Ludgate, during the Lord

Mayor's procession. On the other hand, the doctor,

with great warmth, alleged, that those officers

ought to suffer death, or banishment at least, for

having plundered the people in this manner, which

was so impudent and barefaced, as plainly to prove

they were certain of escaping with impunity, and

that they were old offenders in the same degree of

delinquency. He said, that the greatest man in

Athens would have been condemned to perpetual

exile, and seen his estate confiscated for public use,

had he dared in such a licentious manner to violate

the rights of a fellow-citizen ; and as for the little

affronts to which a man may be subject from the

petulance of the multitude, he looked upon them as

glorious indications of liberty, which ought not to

be repressed, and would at any time rejoice to find

himself overthrown in a kennel by the insolence of

a son of freedom, even though the tall should cost

him a limb ;
adding, by way of illustration, that

the greatest pleasure he ever enjoyed was in seeing

a dustman wilfully overturn a gentleman's coach,

in which two ladies were bruised, even to the

danger of their lives. Pallet, shocked at the

extravagance of this declaration, " If that, be the

case," said he, " I wish you may see every bone in

your body broke by the first carman you meet in

the streets of London."
This argument beingdiscussed, and the reckoning

discharged without any deduction, although the

landlord, in stating the articles, had an eye to the

loss he had sustained by his own countrymen, they

departed from Arras, and arrived in safety at Lisle,

about two o'clock in the afternoon.

They had scarce taken possession of their lodg-

ings, in a large hotel in the Grande Place, when
the innkeeper gave them to understand, that he

kept an ordinary below, which was frequented by
several English gentlemen who resided in town,

and that dinner was then upon the table. Pere-

grine, who seized all opportunities of observing

new characters, persuaded his company to dine in

public ; and they were accordingly conducted to

the place, where they found a mixture of Scotch

and Dutch officers, who had come from Holland to

learn their exercises at the academy, and some
gentlemen in the French service, who were upon
garrison duty in the citadel. Among these last

was a person about the age of fifty, of a remark-
ably genteel air and polite address, dignified with

a Maltese cross, and distinguished by the particular

veneration of all those who knew him. When he
understood that Pickle and his friends were travel-

lers, he accosted the youth in English, which he
spoke tolerably well

;
and, as they were strangers,
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offered to attend them in the afternoon to all the places

worth seeing in Lisle. Our hero thanked him for

his excess of politeness, which, he said, was peculiar

to the French nation ;
and, struck with his en-

"ao-iug appearance, industriously courted his con-

versation, in the course of which he learnt that this

chevalier was a man of good sense and great

experience, that he was perfectly well acquainted

with the greatest part of Europe, had lived some

years in England, and was no stranger to the con-

stitution and genius of that people.

Having dined, and drank to the healths of the

English and French kings, two nacres were called,

in one of which the knight, with one of his com-

panions, the governor, and Peregrine seated them-

selves, the other being occupied by the physician,

Pallet, and two Scottish officers, who proposed to

accompany them in their circuit. The first place

they visited was the citadel, round the ramparts of

which they walked, under the conduct of the knight,

who explained with great accuracy the intention of

every particular fortification belonging to that

seemingly impregnable fortress ;
and, when they

had satisfied their curiosity, took coach again, in

order to view the arsenal, which stands in another

quarter of the town ; but, just as Pickle's carriage

had crossed the promenade, he heard his own name

bawled aloud by the painter ; and, ordering the

fiacre to stop, saw Pallet with one half of his body

thrust out at the window of the other coach, crying

with a terrified look, " Mr. Pickle, Mr. Pickle, for

the love of God ! halt, and prevent bloodshed, else

here will be carnage and cutting of throats." Pere-

grine, surprised at this exclamation, immediately

alighted, and, advancing to the other vehicle, found

one of their military companions standing upon the

ground, at the further side of the coach, with his

sword drawn, and fury in his countenance ; and the

physician, with a quivering lip and haggard aspect,

struggling with the other, who had interposed in

the quarrel, and detained him in his place.

Our young gentleman, upon inquiry, found that

this animosity had sprung from a dispute that hap-

pened upon the ramparts, touching the strength of

the fortification, which the doctor, according to

custom, undervalued, because it was a modern

work
;
saying, that, by the help of the military

engines used among the ancients, and a few thou-

sands of pioneers, he would engage to take it in

less than ten days after he should sit down before

it. The North Briton, who was as great a pedant

as the physician, having studied fortification, and

made himself master of Caesar's Commentaries and

Polybius, with the observations of Folard, affirmed,

that all the methods of besieging practised by the

ancients would be utterly ineffectual against such a

plan as that of the citadel of Lisle ; and began to

compare the vine<p, aggercs, arietes, scorpiones, and

catapulta, of the Romans, with the trenches, mines,

batteries, and mortars, used in the present art of

war. The republican, finding himself attacked

upon what he thought his strong side, summoned
all his learning to his aid; and, describing the

famous siege of Plataea, happened, to misquote a

passage of Thucydides, in which he was corrected

by the other, who, having been educated for the

church, was also a connoisseur in the Greek lan-

guage. The doctor, incensed at being detected in

such a blunder, in presence of Pallet, who, he knew
would promulgate his shame, told the officer, with

great arrogance, that his objection was frivolous,
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and that he must not pretend to dispute on these

matters with one who had considered them with the

utmost accuracy and care. His antagonist, piqued

at this supercilious insinuation, replied with great

heat, that, for aught he knew, the doctor might be

a very expert apothecary, but that, in the art of

war, and knowledge in the Greek tongue, he was

no other than an ignorant pretender. This asse-

veration produced an answer full of virulence, in-

cluding a national reflection upon the soldier's

country ; and the contention rose to mutual abuse,

when it was suppressed by the admonitions of the

other two, who begged they would not expose

themselves in a strange place, but behave them-

selves like fellow-subjects and friends. They
accordingly ceased reviling each other, and the

affair was seemingly forgot ; but after they had re-

sumed their places in the coach, the painter unfor-

tunately asked the meaning of the word Tortoise,

which he had heard them mention among the

Roman implements of war. This question was

answered by the physician, who described the

nature of this expedient so little to the satisfaction

of the officer, that he contradicted him flatly, in the

midst of his explanation ; a circumstance which

provoked the republican to such a degree, that, in

the temerity of his passion, he uttered the epithet

impertinent scoundrel; which was no sooner pro-

nounced than the Caledonian made manual appli-

cation to his nose, and, leaping out of the coach,

stood waiting for him on the plain ; while he, the

physician, made feeble efforts to join him, being

easily retained by the other soldier; and Pallet,

dreading the consequence in which he himselfmight

be involved, bellowed aloud for prevention.

Our hero endeavoured to quiet the commotion,

by representing to the Scot, that he had already-

taken satisfaction for the injury he had received,

and telling the doctor that he had deserved the

chastisement which was inflicted upon him. But

the officer, encouraged perhaps by the confusion of

his antagonist, insisted upon his asking pardon for

what he had said ; and the doctor, believing him-

self under the protection of his friend Pickle, far

from agreeing to such concession, breathed nothing

but defiance and revenge. So that the chevalier,

in order to prevent mischief, put the soldier under

arrest, and sent him to his lodgings, under the care

of the other French gentleman and his own com-

panion
;
they being also accompanied by Mr. J olter,

who, having formerly seen all the curiosities of

Lisle.willingly surrendered his place to thephysician.

CHAPTER LI.

Pickle engages with a Knight of Malta in a Conversation

upon the English Stage, which is followed by a Disserta-

tion on the Theatres of the Ancients, by the Doctor.

The rest of the company proceeded to the arsenal,

which having viewed, together with some remark-

able churches, they, in their return, went to the

comedy, and saw the Cid of Corneille tolerably well

represented. In consequence of this entertainment,

the discourse at supper turned upon dramatic per-

formances; and all the objections of Mons. de

Scudery to the piece they had seen acted, together

with the decision of the French academy, were

canvassed and discussed. The knight was a man
of letters and taste, and particularly well acquainted

with the state of the English stage ; so that, when
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the painter boldly pronounced sentence against the

French manner of acting, on the strength of having

frequented a Covent Garden club of critics, and

been often admitted, by virtue of an order, into the

pit ; a comparison immediately ensued, not between

the authors, but the actors of both nations, to whom
the chevalier and Peregrine were no strangers.

Our hero, like a good Englishman, made no scruple

of giving the preference to the performers of his

own country, who, he alleged, obeyed the genuine

impulses of nature, in exhibiting the passions of

the human mind ; and entered so warmly into the

spirit of their several parts, that they often fancied

themselves the very heroes they represented

;

whereas, the action of the Parisian players, even in

their most interesting characters, was generally

such an extravagance in voice and gesture, as is

nowhere to be observed but on the stage. To
illustrate this assertion, he availed himself of his

talent, and mimicked the manner and voice of all

the principal performers, male and female, belong-

ing to the French comedy, to the admiration of the

chevalier, who, having complimented him upon this

surprising modulation, begged leave to dissent in

some particulars from the opinion he had avowed.
" That you have good actors in England," said he,

" it would be unjust and absurd m me to deny

;

your theatre is adorned by one woman, whose

sensibility and sweetness of voice is such as I have

never observed on any other stage ; she has, be-

sides, an elegance of person and expression of fea-

tures, that wonderfully adapt her for the most

engaging characters of your best plays ; and I must

freely own that I have been as highly delighted and

as deeply affected by a Monimia and Belvidera at

London, as ever I was by a Cornelia and Cleopatra

at Paris. Your favourite actor is a surprising

genius. You can, moreover, boast of several comic

actors, who are perfect masters of- buffoonery and

grimace ;
though, to be free with you, I think, in

these qualifications, you are excelled by the players

of Amsterdam. Yet one of your gratiosos I cannot

admire, in all the characters he assumes. His

utterance is a continual sing-song, like the chanting

of vespers, and his action resembles that of heaving

ballast into the hold of a ship. In his outward de-

portment, he seems to have confounded the ideas

of dignity and insolence of mien ; acts the crafty,

cool, designing Crookback, as a loud, shallow,

blustering Hector ; in the character of the mild

patriot Brutus, he loses all temper and decorum
;

nay, so ridiculous is the behaviour of him and Cas-

sius at their interview, that, setting foot to foot, and

grinning at each other, with the aspect of two

coblers enraged, they thrust their left sides together

with repeated shocks, that the hilts of their swords

may clash for the entertainment of the audience, as

if they were a couple of merry-andrews, endea-

vouring to raise the laugh of the vulgar, on some

scaffold at Bartholomew Fair. The despair of a

great man, who falls a sacrifice to the infernal

practices of a subtle traitor, that enjoyed his con-

fidence, this English iEsopus represents, by beating

his own forehead, and bellowing like a bull ; and

indeed, in almost all his most interesting scenes,

performs such strange shakings of the head, and

other antic gesticulations, that, when I first saw him

act, I imagined the poor man laboured under that

paralytical disorder, which is known by the name

of St. Vitus's dance. In short, he seems to be a

Btranaer to the more refined sensations of the soul

;

consequently his expression is of the vulgar kind,

and he must often sink under the idea of the poet

;

so that he has recourse to such violence of affected

agitation, as imposes upon the undiscerning spec-

tator, but, to the eye of taste, evinces him a mere

player of that class whom your admired Shakspeare

justly compares to nature's journeyman tearing a

passion to rags. Yet this man, in spite of all these

absurdities, is an admirable Falstaff, exhibits the

character of the eighth Henry to the life, is rea-

sonably applauded in the Plain Dealer, excels in

the part of Sir John Brute, and would be equal to

many humorous situations in low comedy, which

his pride will not allow him to undertake. I should

not have been so severe upon this actor, had I not

seen him extolled by his partizans with the most

ridiculous and fulsome manifestations of praise,

even in those very circumstances wherein, as I have

observed, he chiefly failed."

Pickle, not a little piqued to hear the qualifica-

tions of such a celebrated actor in England treated

with such freedom and disrespect, answered with

some asperity, that the chevalier was a true critic,

more industrious in observing the blemishes, than

in acknowledging the excellence of those who fell

under his examination.

It was not to be supposed that one actor could

shine equally in all characters; and though his

observations were undoubtedly very judicious, he

himself could not help wondering that some of

them had always escaped his notice, though he had

been an assiduous frequenter of the playhouse.

" The player in question," said he, " has, in your own

opinion, considerable share of merit in the cha-

racters of comic life ; and as to the manners of the

great personages in tragedy, and the operation of

the grand passions of the soul, I apprehend they

may be variously represented, according to the

various complexion and cultivation of different

men. A Spaniard, for example, though impelled

by the same passion, will express it very differently

from a Frenchman; and what is looked upon as

graceful vivacity and address by the one, would be

considered as impertinence and foppery by the

other. Nay, so opposite is your common deport-

ment from that of some other nations, that one of

your own countrymen, in the relation of his tra-

vels, observes, that the Persians, even of this age,

when they see any man perform unnecessary ges-

tures, say he is either a fool or a Frenchman. The

standard of demeanour being thus unsettled, a

Turk, a Moor, an Indian, or inhabitant of any

country, whose customs and dress are widely dif-

ferent from ours, may, in his sentiments, possess

all the dignity of the human heart, and be in-

spired by the noblest passion that animates the soul,

and yet excite the laughter rather than the respect

of an European spectator.

When I first beheld your famous Parisian stage

heroine in one of her principal parts, her attitudes

seemed so violent, and she tossed her arms around

with such extravagance, that she put me in mind

of a windmill under the agitation of a hard gale

;

while her voice and features exhibited the lively

representation of an English scold. The action of

your favourite male performer was, in my opinion,

equally unnatural ; he appeared with the affected

airs of a dancing master; at the most pathetic

junctures of his fate, he lifted up his hands above

his head, like a tumbler going to vault, and

spoke as if his throat had been obstructed by an
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hair brush
;
yet. -when I compared their manners

with those of the people before whom they per-

formed, and made allowance for that exaggeration

which obtains on all theatres, I was insensibly re-

conciled to their method of performance, and I

could distinguish abundance of merit beneath that

oddity of appearance."

The chevalier, perceiving Peregrine a little irri-

tated at what he had said, asked pardon for the

liberty he had taken in censuring the English

players, assuring him that he had an infinite ve-

neration for the British learning, genius, and taste,

which were so justly distinguished in the world of

letters ; and that, notwithstanding the severity of

his criticism, he thought the theatre of London

much better supplied with actors than that of

Paris. The young gentleman thanked him for his

polite condescension, at which Pallet exulted, say-

ing, with a shake of the head, " I believe so, too,

Monsieur;" and the physician, impatient of the

dispute in which he had borne no share, observed,

with a supercilious air, that the modern stage was

altogether beneath the notice of one who had an

idea of ancient magnificence and execution ; that

plays ought to be exhibited at the expense of the

state, as those of Sophocles were by the Athenians

;

and that proper judges should be appointed for

receiving or rejecting all such performances as are

offered to the public.

He then described the theatre at Rome, which

contained eighty thousand spectators, gave them a

learned disquisition into the nature of the persona,

or mask, worn by the Roman actors, which, he

said, was a machine that covered the whole head,

furnished on the inside with a brazen concavity,

that, by reverberating the sound, as it issued from

the mouth, raised the voice, so as to render it

audible to such an extended audience. He explained

the difference between the saltator and declamator,

one of whom acted, while the other rehearsed the

part ; and from thence took occasion to mention the

perfections of their pantomimes, who were so amaz-

ingly distinct in the exercise of their art, that a

certain prince of Pontus, being at the court of

Nero, and seeing one of them represent a story,

begged him of the emperor, in order to employ
him as an interpreter among barbarous nations,

whose language he did not understand. Nay, divers

cynic philosophers, who had condemned this enter-

tainment unseen, when they chanced to be eye

witnesses of their admirable dexterity, expressed

their sorrow for having so long debarred themselves

of such rational enjoyment.

He dissented, however, from the opinion of

Peregrine, who, as a proof of their excellence, had
advanced, that some of the English actors fancied

themselves the very thing they represented, and
recounted a story from Lucian, of a certain cele-

brated pantomime, who, in acting the part of Ajax
in his frenzy, was transported into a real fit of

delirium, during which he tore to pieces the clothes

of that actor who stalked before him, beating the

stage with iron shoes, in order to increase the

noise, snatched an instrument from one of the mu-
sicians, and broke it over the head of him who
represented Ulysses ; and, running to the consular

bench, mistook a couple of senators for the sheep

which were to be slain. The audience applauded

him to the skies ; but so conscious was the mimic
of his own extravagance, when he recovered the

use of his reason, that he actually fell sick with

mortification ; and, being afterwards desired to re-

act the piece, flatly refused to appear in any such

character, saying, that the shortest follies were the

best, and that it was sufficient for him to have been

a madman once in his life.

CHAPTER Ln.

An Adventure happens to Pipes, in consequence of which he

is dismissed from Peregrine's Service- The whole Com-

pany set out for Ghent in the Diligence—Our Hero is

captivated by a Lady in that Carriage—Interests her Spi-

ritual Director in his behalf.

The doctor, being fairly engaged on the subject of

the ancients, would have proceeded the Lord knows

how far, without hesitation, had not he been in-

terrupted by the arrival of Mr. Jolter, who, in

great confusion, told them, that Pipes, having

affronted a soldier, was then surrounded in the

street, and would certainly be put to death, if some

person of authority did not immediately interpose

in his behalf.

Peregrine no sooner learned the danger of his

trusty squire, than, snatching up his sword, he ran

down stairs, and was followed by the chevalier,

intreating him to leave the affair to his management.

Within ten yards of the door they found Tom with

his back to a wall, defending himselfmanfully with a

mopstick against the assault of three or four soldiers,

who, at sight of the Maltese cross, desisted from the

attack, and were taken into custody by order of the

knight. One of the aggressors, being an Irishman,

begged to be heard with great importunity, before

he should be sent to the guard ; and, by the me-

diation of Pickle, was accordingly brought into the

hotel, with his companions, all three bearing upon

their heads and faces evident marks of their adver-

sary's prowess and dexterity. The spokesman being

confronted with Pipes, informed the company, that,

having by accident met with Mr. Pipes, whom he

considered as his countryman, though fortune had

disposed of them in different services, he invited

him to drink a glass of wine, and accordingly car-

ried him to a cabaret, where he introduced him to

his comrades ;
but, in the course of the conversa-

tion, which turned upon the power and greatness

of the kings of France and England, Mr. Pipes

had been pleased to treat his most Christian ma-

jesty with great disrespect; and when he, the

entertainer, expostulated with him in a friendly

manner about his impolite behaviour, observing,

that he being in the French service, would be under

the necessity of resenting his abuse, if he did not

put a stop to it before the other gentlemen of the

cloth should comprehend his meaning, he had set

them all three at defiance, dishonoured him m par-

ticular with the opprobrious epithet of rebel to his

native king and country, and even drank, in broken

French, to the perdition of Lewis and all his adhe-

rents ! that, compelled by this outrageous conduct,

he, as the person who had recommended him to

their society, had, in vindication of his own cha-

racter, demanded satisfaction of the delinquent,

who, on pretence of fetching a sword, had gone to

his lodging, from whence he all of a sudden sallied

upon them with the mopstick, which he employed

in the annoyance of them all without distinction,

so that they were obliged to draw in their own

defence.

Pipes, being questioned by his master with re-
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gard to the truth of this account, owned that every

circumstance was justly represented; saying, he

did not value their cheese toasters a pinch of

oakum ; and that, if the gentleman had not shot in

betwixt them, he would have trimmed them to such

a tune, that they should not have had a whole yard

to square. Peregrine reprimanded him sharply

for his unmannerly behaviour, and insisted upon

his asking pardon of those he had injured upon the

spot. But no consideration was efficacious enough

to produce such concession ; to this command he

was both deaf and dumb, and the repeated threats

of his master had no more effect than if they had

been addressed to a marble statue. At length our

hero, incensed at his obstinacy, started up, and

would have chastised him with manual operation,

had not he been prevented by the chevalier, who
found means to moderate his indignation so far,

that he contented himself with dismissing the

offender from his service ; and after having ob-

tained the discharge of the prisoners, gave them a

Louis to drink by way of recompense for the dis-

grace and damage they had sustained.

The knight, perceiving our young gentleman

very much ruffled at this accident, and reflecting

upon the extraordinary deportment and appearance

of his valet, whose hair had by this time adopted a

grizzled hue, imagined he was some favourite do-

mestic, who had grown grey in the service of his

master's family, and that of consequence he was
uneasy at the sacrifice he had made. Swayed by
this conjecture, be earnestly solicited in his behalf;

but all he could obtaiu was a promise of re-admit-

ting him into favour on the terms already proposed,

or at least on condition that lie should make his

acknowledgment to the chevalier, for his want of

reverence and respect for the French monarch.
Upon this condescension, the culprit was called

up stairs, and made acquainted with the mitigation

of his fate ;
upon which he said, he would down on

his marrowbones to his own master, but would be

d—ned before he would ask pardon of e'er a French-

man in Christendom. Pickle, exasperated at this blunt

declaration, ordered him out of his presence, and
charged him never to appear before his face again

;

while the officer in vain employed all his influence

and address to appease his resentment, and about

midnight took his leave with marks of mortifica-

tion at his want of success.

Next day the company agreed to travel through

Flanders in the diligence, by the advice of Peregrine,

who was not without hope of meeting with some
adventure or amusement in that carriage ; and

Jolter took care to secure places for them all. It

being resolved that the valet-de-chambre and the

doctor's man should attend the vehicle on horse-

back ; and as for the forlorn Pipes, he was left to

reap the fruits of his own stubborn disposition, not-

withstanding the united efforts of the whole trium-

virate, who endeavoured to procure his pardon.

Every previous measure being thus taken, they

set out from Lisle about six in the morning, and

found themselves in the company of a female

adventurer, a very handsome young lady, a Capu-
chin, and a Rotterdam Jew. Our young gentleman,

being the first of this society that entered, surveyed

the strangers with an attentive eye, and seated

himself immediately behind the beautiful unknown,
who at once attracted his attention. Pallet, seeing

another lady unengaged, in imitation of his friend,

took possession of her neighbourhood ; the physi-

cian paired with the priest, and Jolter sat down
by the Jew.
The machine had not proceeded many furlongs,

when Pickle, accosting the fair incognita, congra-

tulated himselfupon bis happiness in being a fellow-

traveller of so charming a lady. She, without the

least reserve or affectation, thanked him for his

compliment, and replied with a sprightly air, that

now they were embarked in one common bottom,

they must club their endeavours to make one

another as happy as the nature of their situation

would permit them to be. Encouraged by this

frank intimation, and, captivated by her fine black

eyes and easy behaviour, he attached himself to her

from that moment ; and, in a little time, the con-

versation became so particular, that the Capuchin

thought proper to interfere in the discourse, in such

a manner as gave the youth to understand that he

was there on purpose to superintend her conduct. He
wasdoubly rejoiced at this discovery, in consequence

of which he hoped to profit in his addresses, not only

by the young lady's restraint, that never fails to

operate in behalf of the lover, but also by the cor-

ruptibility of her guardian, whom he did not doubt

of rendering propitious to his cause. Flushed with

these expectations, he behaved with uncommon
complacency to the father, who was charmed with

the affability of his carriage, and on the faith of his

generosity, abated of his vigilance so much, that

our hero carried on his suit without further moles-

tation ; while the painter, in signs and loud bursts

of laughter, conversed with his Dulcinea, who was
perfectly well versed in these simple expressions of

satisfaction, and had already found means to make
a dangerous invasion upon his heart.

Nor were the governor and physician unem-
ployed, while their friends interested themselves in

this agreeable manner. Jolter no sooner perceived

the Hollander was a Jew, than he entered into an
investigation of the Hebrew tongue, in which he
was a connoisseur ; and the doctor at the same time

attacked the mendicant on the ridiculous maxims
of his order, together with the impositions of priest-

craft in general, which, he observed, prevailed so

much among those who profess the Roman Catholic

religion.

Thus coupled, each committee enjoyed their

own conversation apart, without any danger of en-

croachment; and all were so intent upon their

several topics, that they scarce allowed themselves

a small interval in viewing the desolation of Menin,
as they passed through that ruined frontier. About
twelve o'clock they arrived at Courtray, where the

horses are always changed, and the company halt

an hour for refreshment. Here Peregrine handed
his charmer into an apartment, where she was
joined by the other lady ; and, on pretence of see-

ing some of the churches in town, put himself

under the direction of the Capuchin, from whom he
learned that the young lady was wife to a French
gentleman, to whom she had been married about a
year, and that she was now on her journey to visit

her mother, who lived in Brussels, and who at that

time laboured under a lingering distemper, which,
in all probability, would soon put a period to her
life. He then launched out in praise of her daugh-
ter's virtue and conjugal affection ; and lastly told

him, that he was her father confessor, and pitched
upon to be her conductor through Flanders, by her
husband, who, as well as his wife, placed the utmost
confidence in his prudence and integrity.
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Pickle easily comprehended the meaning of this

insinuation, and took the hint accordingly. He
tickled the priest's vanity, with extraordinary en-

comiums upon the disinterested principles of his

order, -which were detached from all worldly pur-

suits, and altogether devoted to the eternal salvation

of mankind. He applauded their patience, humi-

lity, and learning, and lavished a world of praise

upon their talent in preaching, which, he said, had

more than once operated so powerfully upon him,

that, had he not been restrained by certain consi-

derations which he could not possibly waive, he

should have embraced their tenets, and begged ad-

mission into their fraternity. Bnt, as the circum-

stances of his fate would not permit him to take

such a salutary measure for the present, he en-

treated the good father to accept a small token of

his love and respect, for the benefit of that convent

to which he belonged. So saying, he pulled out a

purse of ten guineas, which the Capuchin observ-

ing, turned his head another way, and, lifting up

his aim, displayed a pocket almost as high as his

collar bone, in "which he deposited the money.

This proof of affection for the order produced a

sudden and surprising effect upon the friar. In the

transport of his zeal he wrung this semi-convert's

hand, showered a thousand benedictions upon his

head, and exhorted him, with the tears flowing

from his eyes, to perfect the great work which the

finger of God had begun in his heart ; and, as an

instance of his concern for the welfare of his pre-

cious sold, the holy brother promised to recommend
him strenuously to the pious admonitions of the

young woman under his care, who was a perfect

saint upon earth, and endowed with a peculiar gift

of mollifying the hearts of obdurate sinners. " O
father!" cried the hypocritical projector, who by
this time perceived that his money was not thrown

away, " if I could be favoured but for one half

hour with the private instruction of that inspired

devotee, my mind presages, that I should be a

strayed sheep brought back into the fold, and that

I should find easy entrance at the gates of heaven

!

There is something supernatural in her aspect ; I

gaze upon her with the most pious fervour, and my
whole soul is agitated with tumults of hope and
despair !" Having pronounced this rhapsody with

transport half natural and half affected, the priest

assured him, that these were operations of the

spirit, which must not be repressed ; and comforted

him with the hope of enjoying the blessed inter-

view which he desired, protesting, that, as far as his

influence extended, his wish should be that very

evening indulged. The gracious pupil thanked him
for his benevolent concern, which he swore should

not be squandered upon an ungrateful object ; and
the rest of the company interrupting the conversa-

tion, they returned in a body to the inn, where they

dined all together, and the ladies were persuaded to

be our hero's guests.

As the subjects on which they had been engaged
before dinner were not exhausted, each brace re-

sumed their former theme when they were replaced

in the diligence. The painter's mistress finished her
conquest, by exerting her skill in the art of ogling,

accompanied by frequent bewitching sighs, and
some tender French songs, that she sung with such
pathetic expression, as quite melted the resolution

of Pallet, and utterly subdued his affection. And
he, to convince her of the importance ofher victory,

gave a specimen of his own talents, by entertaining

her with that celebrated English ditty, the burden

of which begins with, The pigs they lie with their

a—es bare.

CHAPTER LIH.
He makes some Progress in her Affections—Is interrupted

by a Dispute between Jolter and the Jew—Appeases the

Wrath of the Capuchin, who procures for him an Inter-

view with his fair Enslaver, in which he finds himself

deceived.

Peregrine, meanwhile, employed all his insinua-

tion and address in practising upon the heart of

the Capuchin's fair charge. He had long ago de-

clared his passion, not in the superficial manner of

a French gallant, but with all the ardour of an

enthusiast. He had languished, vowed, flattered,

kissed her hand by stealth, and had no reason to

complain of his reception. Though, by a man of

a less sanguine disposition, her particular complai-

sance would have been deemed equivocal, and

perhaps nothing more than the effect of French

breeding and constitutional vivacity, he gave his

own qualifications credit for the whole, and with

these sentiments carried on the attack with such

unabating vigour, that she was actually prevailed

upon to accept a ring, which he presented as a

token of his esteem ; and every thing proceeded in

a most prosperous train, when they were disturbed

by the governor and Israelite, who in the heat of

disputation raised their voices, and poured forth

such effusions of gutturals, as set our lover's teeth

on edge. As they spoke in a language unknown
to every one in the carriage but themselves, and

looked at each other with mutual animosity and

rancour, Peregrine desired to know the cause of

their contention. Upon which Jolter exclaimed in

a furious tone, " This learned Levite, forsooth, has

the impudence to tell me that I don't understand

Hebrew ; and affirms, that the word Benoni sig-

nifies child of joy; whereas I can prove, and indeed

have already said enough to convince any reason-

able man, that in the Septuagint it is rightly

translated into son of my sorrow." Having thus

explained himself to his pupil, he turned to the

priest, with intention to appeal to his determination

;

but the Jew pulled him by the sleeve with great

eagerness, saying, " For the love of God be quiet,

the Capuchin will discover who we are !" Jolter,

offended at this conjunction, echoed "Who we are
!"

with great emphasis ; and repeating nos poma na-

tamus, asked ironically to which of the tribes the

Jew thought he belonged. The Levite, affronted

at his comparing him to a ball of horse-dung, re-

plied, with a most significant grin, " To the tribe of

Issachar." His antagonist, taking the advantage

of his unwillingness to be known by the friar, and

prompted by revenge for the freedom he had used,

answered in the French language, that the judgment

of God was still manifest upon their whole race,

not only in their being in the state of exiles from

their native land, but also in the spite of their

hearts and pravity of their dispositions, which de-

monstrate them to be the genuine offspring of those

who crucified the Saviour of the world.

His expectation was, however, defeated ; the

priest himself was too deeply engaged to attend to

the debates of other people. The physician, in the

pride and insolence of his learning, had undertaken

to display the absurdity of the christian faith ;

having already, as he thought, confuted the Capu-

chin, touching the points of belief in which the
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Roman Catholics differ from the rest of the world.

But not contented with the imagined victory he

had gained, he began to strike at the fundamentals

of religion ; and the father, with incredible for-

bearance, suffered him to make very free with the

doctrine of the Trinity. But, when he levelled the

shafts of his ridicule at the immaculate conception

of the Blessed Virgin, the good man's patience

forsook him, his eyes seemed to kindle with indig-

nation, he trembled in every joint, and uttered with

a loud voice, " You are an abominable—I will not

call thee heretic, for thou art worse, if possible, than

a Jew; you deserve to be enclosed in a furnace

seven times heated, and I have a good mind to

lodge an information against you with the go-

vernor of Ghent, that you may be apprehended

and punished as an impious blasphemer."

This menace operated like a charm on all pre-

sent. The doctor was confounded, the governor

dismayed, the Levite's teeth chattered, the painter

was astonished at the general confusion, the cause

of which he could not comprehend ; and Pickle

himself, not a little alarmed, was obliged to use all

his interest and assiduity in appeasing this son of

the church, who at length, in consideration of the

friendship he professed for the young gentleman,

consented to forgive what had passed, but absolutely

refused to sit in contact with such a profane wretch,

whom he looked upon as a fiend of darkness sent

by the enemy of mankind to poison the minds of

weak people ; so that after having crossed himself,

and muttered certain exorcisms, he insisted upon

the doctor's changing places with the Jew, who
approached the offended ecclesiastic in an agony of

fear.

Matters being thus compromised, the conversa-

tion flowed in a more general channel ; and without

the intervention of any other accident, or bone of

contention, the carriage arrived at the city of Ghent

about seven in the evening. Supper being bespoke

for the whole company, our adventurer and his

friends went out to take a superficial view of the

place, leaving his new mistress to the pious exhor-

tations of her confessor, whom, as we have already

observed, he had secured in his interest. This

zealous mediator spoke so warmly in his commen-
dation, and interested her conscience so much in

the affair, that she could not refuse her helping-

hand to the great work of his conversion, and pro-

mised to grant the interview he desired.

This agreeable piece of intelligence, which the

Capuchin communicated to Peregrine at his return,

elevated his spirits to such a degree, that he shone

at supper with uncommon brilliance, in a thousand

sallies of wit and pleasantry, to the admiration and

delight of all present, especially of his fair Fleming,

who seemed quite captivated by his person and

behaviour.

The evening being thus spent to the satisfaction

of all parties, the company broke up, and retired to

their several apartments, when our lover, to his un-

speakable mortification, learned that the two ladies

were obliged to lie in the same room, all the other

chambers of the inn being preoccupied. When he

imparted this difficulty to the priest, that charitable

father, who was very fruitful in expedients, assured

him, that his spiritual concerns should not be

obstructed by such a slender impediment ; and ac-

cordingly availed himself of his prerogative, by
going into his daughter's chamber when she was

almost undressed, and leading her into his own, on

pretence of administering salutary food for her

soul. Having brought the two votaries together,

he prayed for success to the operations of grace,

and left them to their mutual meditations, after

having conjured them in the most solemn manner

to let no impure sentiments, or temptations of the

flesh, interfere with the hallowed design of their

meeting.

The reverend intercessor being gone, and the door

fastened on the inside, the pseudo-convert, trans-

ported with his passion, threw himself at Amanda's

feet ; and begging she would spare him the tedious

form of addresses, which the nature of their inter-

view would not permit him to observe, began with

all the impetuosity of love to make the most by the

occasion. But whether she was displeased by the

intrepidity and assurance of his behaviour, thinking

herself entitled to more courtship and respect, or

was really better fortified with chastity than he or

his procurer had supposed her to be, certain it is,

she expressed resentment and surprise at his bold-

ness and presumption, and upbraided him with

having imposed upon the charity of the friar. The
young gentleman was really as much astonished at

this rebuff, as she pretended to be at his declaration,

and earnestly entreated her to consider how pre-

cious the moments were, and for once sacrifice

superfluous ceremony to the happiness of one who
adored her with such a flame, as could not fail to

consume his vitals, if she would not deign to bless

him with her favour. Notwithstanding all his tears,

vows, and supplications, his personal accomplish-

ments, and the tempting opportunity, all that he

could obtain was an acknowledgment of his having

made an impression upon her heart, which she

hoped the dictates of her duty would enable her to

erase. This confession he considered as a delicate

consent; and, obeying the impulse of his love,

snatched her up in his arms, with an intention of

seizing that which she declined to give ; when this

French Lucretia, unable to defend her virtue any

other way, screamed aloud : and the Capuchin,

setting his shoulder to the door, forced it open, and

entered in an affected ecstasy of amazement. He
lifted up his hands and eyes, and pretended to be

thunderstruck at the discovery he had made ; then,

in broken exclamations, professed his horror at the

wicked intention of our hero, who had covered such

a damnable scheme with the mask of religion.

In short, he performed his cue with such dex-

terity, that the lady, believing him in earnest,

begged he would forgive the stranger, on account

of his youth and education, which had been tainted

by the errors of heresy : and he was on these con-

siderations content to accept the submission of

our hero, who, far from renouncing his expecta-

tions, notwithstanding this mortifying repulse, con-

fided so much in his own talents, and the confession

which his mistress had made, that he resolved to

make another effort, to which nothing could have

prompted him but the utmost turbulence of unruly

desire.

CHAPTER LIV.

He makes another Effort towards the Accomplishment of his

Wish, which is postponed by a strange Accident.

He directed his valet-de-chambre, who was a

thorough-paced pimp, to kindle some straw in the

yard, and then pass by the door of her apartment,

crying, with a loud voice, that the house was on
8
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fire. This alarm brought both ladies out of their

chamber in a moment ; and Peregrine, taking the

advantage of their running to the street door, en-

tered the room, and concealed himself under a

large table that stood in an unobserved corner.

The nymphs, as soon as they understood the cause

of his" Mercury's supposed affright, returned to

their apartment, and, having said their prayers,

undressed themselves, and went to bed. 1 his

scene which fell under the observation of Tickle,

did not at all contribute to the cooling of his concu-

piscence, but, on the contrary, inflamed him to such

a degree, that he could scarce restrain his im-

patience, until bv her breathing deep, he concluded

the fellow lodger of his Amanda was asleep. I his

welcome note no sooner saluted his ears, than he

crept to his charmer's bed-side, and, placing him-

self on his knees, gently laid hold on her white

hand, and pressed it to his hps. She had just be-

gun to close her eyes, and enjoy the agreeable op-

pression of slumber, when she was roused by this

rape, at which she started, pronouncing, in a tone

of surprise and dismay, "My God! who s that!

The lover with the most insinuating humility, be-

sought her to hear him ;
vowing, that his intention

in approaching her thus, was not to violate the laws

of decency, or that indelible esteem which she had

engraven on his heart, but to manifest his sorrow

and contrition for the umbrage he had given to

pour forth the overflowings of his soul, and tell her

that he neither could nor would survive her dis-

pleasure. These, and many other pathetic protes-

tations, accompanied with sighs and tears, and

other expressions of grief, which our hero had at

command, could not fail to melt the tender heart of

the amiable Fleming, already prepossessed in favour

of his qualifications. She sympathized so much

with his affliction as to weep in her turn, when she

represented the impossibility of her rewarding his

passion ; and he, seizing the favourable moment,

reinforced his solicitations with such irresistible

transports, that her resolution gave way, she began

to breathe quick, expressed her fear of being over-

heard by the other lady, and, with an ejaculation ot

" O Heavens ! I'm undone ;" suffered him, after a

faint struggle, to make a lodgement upon the co-

vered way of her bed. Her honour, however, was

secured for the present, by a strange sort of knock-

ing upon the wainscot, at the other end ot the

room, hard by the bed in which the female adven-

turer lay-
, , , , j

Surprised at this circumstance, the lady begged

him for heaven's sake to retreat, or her reputation

would be ruined for ever, But when he represented

to her that her character would run a much greater

risk if he should be detected in withdrawing, she

consented with great trepidation to his stay ;
and

they listened in silence to the sequel of the noise

that alarmed them. This was no other than an ex-

pedient of the painter, to awaken his Dulcinea, with

whom he had made an assignation, or at least in-

terchanged such signals as he thought amounted to

a firm appointment. His nymph being disturbed

in her first sleep, immediately understood the sound,

and, true to the agreement, rose, and unbolting the

door as softly as possible, gave him admittance,

leaving it open for his more commodious retreat.

While this happy gallant was employed in

disengaging himself from the dishabille in which

he had entered, the Capuchin, suspecting that Pere-

grine would make another attempt upon his charge,

had crept silently to the apartment, in order to re-

connoitre, lest the adventure should be achieved

without his knowledge ; a circumstance that would

deprive him of the profits he might expect from

his privity and concurrence. Einding the door un-

latched, his suspicion was confirmed, and he made

no scruple of creeping into the chamber on all four ;

so that the painter, having stripped himself to the

shirt, in groping about for his Dulcinea s bed,

chanced to lay his hand upon the shaven crown of

the father's head, which, by a circular motion, the

priest began to turn round in his grasp, like a ball

in a socket, to the surprise and consternation of

poor Pallet, who, having neither penetration to

comprehend the case, nor resolution to withdraw

his fingers from this strange object of his touch,

stood sweating in the dark, and venting ejaculations

with great devotion. The friar, tired with this ex-

ercise, and the painful posture in which he stooped,

raised himself gradually upon his feet, heaving up

at the same time the hand of the painter, whose

terror and amazement increased to such a degree

at this unaccountable elevation, that his faculties

began to fail ; and his palm, in the confusion of

his fright, sliding over the priest's forehead, one ot

his fingers happened to slip into his mouth, and

was immediately secured between the Capuchin s

teeth, with as firm a fixture as if it had been screwed

in a blacksmith's vice. The painter was so much

disordered by this sudden snap, which tortured him

to the bone, that, forgetting all other considerations,

he roared aloud, " Murder ! a fire ! a trap, a trap !

help, Christians, for the love of God, help! Our

hero, confounded by these exclamations, which he

knew would soon fill the room with spectators, and

incensed at his own mortifying disappointment, was

obliged to quit the untasted banquet, and approach-

ing °the cause of his misfortune, just as his tor-

mentor had thought proper to release his finger,

discharged such a hearty slap between his shoulders,

as brought him to the ground with hideous bellow-

ing ; then retiring unperceived to his own chamber,

was'one of the first who returned with a light, on

pretence of having been alarmed with his cries. The

Capuchin had taken the same precaution, and fol-

lowed Peregrine into the room, pronouncing Bene-

dicite, and crossing himself with many marks of

astonishment. The physician and Jolter appearing

at the same time, the unfortunate painter was found

Wine naked on the floor, in all the agony of horror

and dismay, blowing upon his left hand, that hung

dano-ling from the elbow. The circumstance ot

his being found in that apartment, and the attitude

of his affliction, which was extremely ridiculous,

provoked the doctor to a smile, and produced a.

small relaxation in the severity of the governors

countenance ; while Pickle, testifying surprise and.

concern, lifted him from the ground, and inquired

into the cause of his present situation. Having,

after some recollection, and fruitless endeavours to

speak, recovered the use of his tongue, he told them

that the house was certainly haunted by evil spirits,

by which he had been conveyed, he knew not how,

into that apartment, and afflicted with all the tortures

of hell. That one of them had made itself sensible

to his feeling, in the shape of a round ball of smooth

flesh, which turned round under his hand, like an

astronomer's globe, and then rising up to a surpri-

sing- height, was converted into a machine that laid

hold on his finger, by a snap, and having pinned

him to the spot, he continued for some moments in
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unspeakable agony. At last he said the engine

seemed to melt away from his finger, and he re-

ceived a sudden thwack upon his shoulders, as if

discharged by the arm of a giant, which overthrew

him in an instant upon the floor. The priest hear-

ing this strange account, pulled out of oae of his

pouches a piece of consecrated candle, which he

lighted immediately, and muttered certain mysteri-

ous conjurations. Jolter, imagining that Pallet

was drunk, shook his head, saying, he believing the

spirit was no where but in his own brain. The
physician for once condescended to be a wag, and

looking towards one of the beds, observed, that in

his opinion, the painter had been misled by the

flesh, and not by the spirit. The fair Fleming lay

in silent astonishment and affright ; and her fellow-

lodger, in order to acquit herself of all suspicion,

exclaimed with incredible volubility against the

author of this uproar, who, she did not doubt, had

concealed himself in the apartment, with a view of

perpetrating some wicked attempt upon her pre-

cious virtue, and was punished and prevented by the

immediate interposition of Heaven. At her desire,

therefore, and at the earnest solicitation of the

other lady, he was conducted to his own bed, and

the chamber being evacuated, they locked their

door, fully resolved to admit no more visitants for

that night. While Peregrine, mad with seeing the

delicious morsel snatched, as it were, from his very

lip, stalked through the passage like a ghost, in

hope of finding some opportunity of re-entering,

till the day beginning to break, he was obliged to

retire, cursing the idiotical conduct of the painter,

which had so unluckily interfered with his delight.

CHAPTER LV.
They depart from Ghent—Our Hero engages in a Political

Dispute with his Mistress, whom he offends, and pacifies

with Submission—He practises an Expedient to detain the

Carriage at Alost, and confirms the Priest in his Interest.

Next day, about one o'clock, after having seen

every thing remarkable in town, and been present

at the execution of two youths, who were hanged

for ravishing a whore, they took their departure

from Ghent, in the same carriage which had
brought them thither ; and the conversation turning

upon the punishment they had seen inflicted, the

Flemish beauty expressed great sympathy and com-
passion for the unhappy sufferers, who, as she had

been informed, had fallen victims to the malice of

the accuser. Her sentiments were espoused by all

the company, except the French lady of pleasure,

who, thinking the credit of the sisterhood con-

cerned in the affair, bitterly inveighed against the

profligacy of the age, and particularly the base and

villainous attempts of man upon the chastity of the

weaker sex ; saying, with a look of indignation,

directed to the "painter, that, for her own part, she

should never be able to manifest the acknowledg-

ment she owed to Providence, for having protected

her last night from the wicked aims of unbridled

lust. This observation introduced a series ofjokes,

at the expense of Pallet, who hung his ears, and sat

with a silent air ofidejection, fearing that, through

the malevolence of' the physician, his adventure

might reach the ears of his wife. Indeed, though
we have made shift to explain the whole transaction

to the reader, itwas an inextricablemystery toevery

individual in the diligence. Because the part which
was acted by the Capuchin, was known to himself

alone ; and even he was utterly ignorant of Pickle's

being concerned in the affair ; so that the greatest

share of the painter's sufferings were supposed to

be the exaggerations of his own extravagant ima-

gination.

In the midst of their discourse on this extra-

ordinary subject, the driver told them, that they

were now on the very spot where a detachment of

the allied army had been intercepted and cut off

by the French ;
and, stopping the vehicle, enter-

tained them with a local description o the battle of

Melle. Upon this occasion, the Flemish lady, who,

since her marriage, had become a keen partizan for

the French, gave a minute detail of all the circum-

stances, as they had been represented to her by her

husband's brother, who was in the action. This

account, which sunk the number of the French to

sixteen, and raised that of the allies to twenty

thousand men, was so disagreeable to truth, as well

as to the laudable partiality of Peregrine, that he

ventured to contradict her assertions, and a fierce

dispute commenced, that not only regarded the

present question, but also comprehended all the

battles in which the duke of Marlborough had

commanded against Louis the Fourteenth. In the

course of these debates, she divested the great

general of all the glory he had acquired, by affirm-

ing, that every victory he gained was purposely

lost by the French generals, in order to bring the

schemes of Madame de Maintenon into discredit

;

and, as a particular instance, alleged, that while the

citadel of Lisle was besieged, Louis said, in pre-

sence of the Dauphin, that, if the allies should be

obliged to raise the siege, he would immediately

declare his marriage with that lady ;
upon which

the son sent private orders to Marshal Boufflers to

surrender the place. This strange allegation was

supported by the asseverations of the priest and the

courtezan, and admitted as truth by the governor,

who pretended to have heard it from good autho-

rity ; while the doctor sat neutral, as one who
thought it scandalous to know the history of such

modern events. The Israelite, being a true Dutch-

man, lifted himself under the banners of our hero,

who, in attempting to demonstrate the absurdity

and improbability of what they had advanced,

raised such a hue and cry against himself, and being

insensibly heated in the altercation, irritated his

Amanda to such a degree, that her charming eyes

kindled with fury, and he saw great reason to

think, that, if he did not fall upon some method to

deprecate her wrath, she would in a twinkling-

sacrifice all her esteem for him to her own zeal for

the glory of the French nation. Moved by this

apprehension, his ardour cooled by degrees, and he

insensibly detached himself from the argument,

leaving the whole care of supporting it on the Jew,

who, finding himself deserted was fain to yield at

discretion ; so that the French remained masters of

the field, and their young heroine resumed her

good humour.
Our hero having prudently submitted to the

superior intelligence of his fair enslaver, began to

be harassed with the fears of losing her for ever,

and set his invention at work, to contrive some
means of indemnifying himself for his assiduities,

presents, and the disappointments he had already

undergone. On pretence of enjoying a free air, he

mounted the box, and employed his elocution and

generosity with such success, that the driver under-

took to disable the diligence from proceeding
1
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beyond the town of Alost for that day; and, in

consequence of his promise, gently overturned it

when they were hut a mile short of that baiting-

place. He had taken his measures so discreetly,

that this accident was attended with no other in-

convenience than a fit of fear that took possession

of the ladies, and the necessity to which they were

reduced by the declaration of the coachman, who,

upon examining the carriage, assured the company
that the axle-tree had given way, and advised them

to walk forward to the inn, while he would jog

after them at a slow pace, and do his endeavour

the damage should be immediately repaired. Pere-

grine pretended to be very much concerned at what

had happened, and even cursed the driver for his

inadvertency, expressing infinite impatience to be

at Brussels, and wishing that this misfortune might

not detain them another night upon the road ; but

when his understrapper, according to his instruc-

tions, came afterwards to the inn, and gave them to

understand, that the workman he had employed

could not possibly refit the machine in less than six

hours, the crafty youth affected to lose all temper,

stormed at his emissary, whom he reviled in the

most opprobrious terms, and threatened to cane for

his misconduct. The fellow protested, with great

humility, that their being overturned was owing to

the failure of the axle-tree, and not to his want of

care or dexterity in driving ; though rather than

be thought the cause of incommoding him, he would

inquire for a post-chaise, in which he might depart

for Brussels immediately. This expedient Pickle

rejected, unless the whole company could be accom-

modated in the same manner ; and he had been

previously informed by the driver that the town
could not furnish more than one vehicle of that

sort. His governor, who was quite ignorant of his

scheme, represented, that one night would soon be

passed, and exhorted him to bear this small disap-

pointment with a good grace, especially as the house

seemed to be well provided for their entertainment,

and the company so much disposed to be sociable.

The Capuchin, who had found his account in culti-

vating the acquaintance of the young stranger, was
not ill pleased at this event, which might, by pro-

tracting the term of their intercourse, yield him
some opportunity of profiting still further by his

liberality. He therefore joined Mr. Jolter in his

admonitions, congratulating himself upon the pros-

pect of enjoying his conversation a little longer

than he had expected. Our young gentleman re-

ceived a compliment to the same purpose from the

Hebrew, who had that day exercised his gallantry

upon the French coquette, and was not without

hope of reaping the fruits of his attention; his rival,

the painter, being quite disgraced and dejected by
the adventure of last night. As for the doctor, he
was too much engrossed in the contemplation of his

own importance, to interest himself in the affair, or

its consequences, further than by observing that the

European powers ought to establish public games,
like those that were celebrated of old in Greece

;

in which case, every state would be supplied with

such dexterous charioteers, as would drive a ma-
chine at full speed, within a hair's breadth of a

precipice, without any danger of its being over-
thrown. Peregrine could not help yielding to their

remonstrances, and united complaisance, for which
he thanked them in very polite terms, and his pas-
sion seeming to subside, proposed that they should
amuse themselves in walking round the ramparts.

He hoped to enjoy some private conversation with

his admired Fleming, who had this whole day be-

haved with remarkable reserve. The proposal

being embraced, he, as usual, handed her into the

street, and took all opportunities of promoting his

suit ; but they were attended so closely by her

father confessor, that he foresaw it would be im-

practicable to accomplish his aim, without the con-

nivance of that ecclesiastic. This he was obliged

to purchase with another purse, which he offered,

and was accepted as a charitable atonement for his

criminal behaviour during the interview which the

friar had procured for the good of his soul. The
benefaction was no sooner made, than the pious

mendicant edged off by little and little, till he joined

the rest of the company, leaving his generous patron

at full liberty to prosecute his purpose. It is not

to be doubted that our adventurer made a good use

of this occasion. He practised a thousand flowers

of rhetoric, and actually exhausted his whole ad-

dress, in persuading her to have compassion upon

his misery, and indulge him with another private

audience, without which he should run distracted,

and be guilty of extravagancies which, in the hu-

manity of her disposition, she would weep to see.

But, instead of complying with his request, she

chid him severely for his presumption, in perse-

cuting her with his vicious addresses. She assured

him, that although she had secured a chamber for

herself in this place, because she had no ambition

to be better acquainted with the other lady, he

would be in the wrong to disturb her with another

nocturnal visit ; for she was determined to deny

him admittance. The lover was comforted by this

hint, which he understood in the true acceptation,

and his passion being inflamed by the obstacles he

had met with, his heart beat high with the prospect

of possession. These raptures of expectation pro-

duced an inquietude, which disabled him from

bearing that share of the conversation for which he

used to be distinguished. His behaviour at supper

was a vicissitude of startings and reveries. The
Capuchin, imputing this disorder to a second re-

pulse from his charge, began to be invaded with

the apprehension of being obliged to refund, and,

in a whisper, forbade our hero to despair.

CHAPTER LVI.

The French Coquette entraps the Heart of the Jew, against

whom Pallet enters into a Conspiracy; by which Peregrine

is again disappointed, and the Hebrew's Incontinence

exposed.

Meanwhile the French syren, baulked in her de-

sign upon her English cully, who was so easily

disheartened, and hung his ears in manifest despon-

dence, rather than run the risk of making a voyage

that should be altogether unprofitable, resolved to

practise her charms upon the Dutch merchant.

She had already made such innovations upon his

heart, that he cultivated her with peculiar com-

placency, gazed upon her with a most libidinous

stare, and unbended his aspect into a grin that was

truly Israelitish. The painter saw, and was offended

at this correspondence, which he considered as an

insult upon his misfortune, as well as an evident

preference of his rival ; and, conscious of his own
timidity, swallowed an extraordinary glass, that

his invention might be stimulated, and his resolu-

tion raised to the contrivance and execution of

some scheme of revenge. The wine, however,
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failed in the expected effect, and, without inspiring

him with the plan, served only to quicken his desire

of vengeance ; so that he communicated his pur-

pose to his friend Peregrine, and begged his assist-

ance. But our young gentleman was too intent

upon his own affair, to mind the concerns of any

other person ; and he, declining to be engaged in

the project, Pallet had recourse to the genius of

Pickle's valet-de-chambre, who readily embarked
in the undertaking, and invented a plan, which was
executed accordingly.

The evening being pretty far advanced, and the

company separated into their respective apartments,

Pickle repaired, in all the impatience of youth and

desire, to the chamber of his charmer, and finding

the door unbolted, entered in a transport of joy.

By the light of the moon, which shone through the

window, he was conducted to her bed, which he

approached in the utmost agitation, and perceiving

her to all appearance asleep, essayed to wake her

with a gentle kiss ; but this method proved ineffec-

tual, because she was determined to save herself

the confusion of being an accomplice in his guilt.

He repeated the application, murmured a most pas-

sionate salutation in her ear, and took such other

gentle methods of signifying his presence, as per-

suaded him that she was resolved to sleep, in spite

of all his endeavours. Flushed with this agreeable

supposition, he locked the door, in order to prevent

interruption, and stealing himself under the clothes,

set fortune at defiance, while he held the fair crea-

ture circled in his arms.

Nevertheless, near as he seemed to be to the

happy accomplishment of his desire, his hope was
again frustrated with a frightful noise, which in a

moment awaked his Amanda in a fright, and, for

the present, engaged all his attention. His valet-de-

chambre,whom Pallet had consulted as a confederate

in his revenge against the lady of pleasure, and her

Jewish gallant, had hired of certain Bohemians,

who chanced to lodge at the inn, a jack-ass, adorned
with bells, which, when every body was retired to

rest, and the Hebrew supposed to be bedded with

his mistress, they led up stairs into a long thorough-

fare, from which the chambers were detached on
each side. The painter, perceiving the lady's door

a-jar, according to his expectation, mounted this

animal, with intention to ride into the room, and
disturb the lovers in the midst of their mutual en-

dearments; but the ass, true to its kind, finding

himself bestrid by an unknown rider, instead of

advancing in obedience to his conductor, retreated

backwards to the other end of the passage, in spite

of all the efforts of the paiuter, who spurred, and

kicked, and pommelled, to no purpose. It was the

noise of this contention between Pallet and the ass

which invaded the ears of Peregrine and his mis-

tress, neither of whom could form the least rational

conjecture about the cause of such strange dis-

turbance, which increased as the animal approached

the apartment. At length, the bourrique's retro-

grade motion was obstructed by the door, which it

forced open in a twinkling, with one kick, and en-

tered with such complication of sound, as terrified

the lady almost into a fit, and threw her lover into

the utmost perplexity and confusion. The painter,

finding himself thus violently intruded into the bed-

chamber of he knew not whom, and dreading the

resentment of the possessor, who might discharge

a pistol at him, as a robber who had broke into his

apartment, was overwhelmed with consternation,

and redoubled his exertion to accomplish a speedy

retreat, sweating all the time with fear, and putting

up petitions to Heaven for his safety ; but his ob-

stinate companion, regardless of his situation, in-

stead of submitting to his conduct, began to turn

round like a mill-stone, the united sound of his feet

and bells producing a most surprising concert.

The unfortunate rider, whirling about in this man-

ner, would have quitted his seat, and left the beast

to his own amusement, but the rotation war so

rapid, that the terror of a severe fall hindered him

from attempting to dismount ; and, in the despera-

tion of his heart, he seized one of its ears, which he

pinched so unmercifully, that the creature set up

his throat, and brayed aloud. This hideous excla-

mation was no sooner heard by the fair Fleming,

already chilled by panic, and prepared with super-

stition, than, believing herself visited by the devil,

who was permitted to punish her for her infidelity

to the marriage-bed, she uttered a scream, and began

to repeat her pater-noster with a loud voice. Her
lover, finding hi.jselfunder the necessity of retiring,

started up, and, stung with the most violent pangs

of rage and disappointment, ran directly to the spot

whence this diabolical noise seemed to proceed.

There, encountering the ass, he discharged such a

volley of blows at him and his rider, that the crea-

ture carried him off at a round trot, and they roared

in unison all the way. Having thus cleared the

room of such disagreeable company, he went back

to his mistress, and assuring her that this was only

some foolish prank of Pallet, took his leave, with a

promise of returning after the quiet of the inn

should be reestablished.

In the mean time, the noise of the bourrique, the

cries of the painter, and the lady's scream, had

alarmed the whole house ; and the ass, in the pre-

cipitation of his retreat, seeing people with lights

before him, took shelter in the apartment for which

he was at first designed, just as the Levite, aroused

at the uproar, had quitted his Hulcinea, and was

attempting to recover his own chamber unperceived.
Seeing himself opposed by such an animal, mounted

by a tall, meagre, lantern-jawed figure, half naked,

with a white nightcap upon his head, which added

to the natural paleness of his complexion, the Jew
was sorely troubled in mind, and believing it to be

an apparition of Balaam and his ass, fled backward
with a nimble pace, and crept under the bed, where

he lay concealed. Mr. Jolter, and the priest, who
were the foremost of those who had been aroused

by the noise, were not unmoved when they saw such

a spectacle rushing into the chamber, from whence
the lady of pleasure began to shriek. The gover-

nor made a full halt, and the Capuchin discovered

no inclination to proceed. They were, however,

by the pressure of the crowd that followed them,

thrust forward to the door through which the

vision entered ; and there Jolter, with great cere-

mony, complimented his reverence with the pass,

beseeching him to walk in. The mendicant was
too courteous and humble to accept this preemi-

nence, and a very earnest dispute ensued ;
during

which, the ass, in the course of his circuit, showed
himself and rider, and, in a trice, decided the con-

test ; for, struck with this second glimpse, both at

one instant sprung back with such force, as over-

turned the next men, who communicated the im-

pulse to those that stood behind them, and these

again to others ; so that the whole passage was
strewed with a long file of people, that lay in a line
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like the sequel and dependence of a pack of cards.

In the midst of this havoc, our hero returned

from his own room with an air of astonish-

ment, asking the cause of this uproar. Receiving

such hints of intelligence as Jolter's consternation

would permit him to give, he snatched the candle

out of his hand, and advanced into the haunted

chamber without hesitation, being followed by all

present, who broke forth into a long and loud peal

of laughter, when they perceived the ludicrous

source of their disquiet. The painter himself made

an effort to join their mirth ; but he had been so

harrowed bv fear, and smarted so much with the

pain of the discipline he had received from Pickle,

that he could not. with all his endeavour, vanquish

the ruefulness of his countenance. His attempt

served onlv to increase the awkwardness of his

situation, which was not at all mended by the beha-

viour of the coquette, who, furious with her disap-

pointment, slipped on a petticoat and bed-gown, and

springing upon him like another Hecuba, with her

nails deprived all one side of his nose of the skin,

and would not have left him an eye to see through,

if some of the company had not rescued him from

her unmerciful talons. Provoked at this outrage,

as well as by her behaviour to him in the diligence,

he publicly explained his intention in entering her

chamber in this equipage ; and, missing the Hebrew

among the spectators, assured them that he must

have absconded somewhere in the apartment. In

pursuance of this intimation, the room was imme-

diately searched, and the mortified Levite pulled

by the heels from his lurking-place ; so that Pallet

had the good fortune at last to transfer the laugh

from himself to his rival and the French inamorata,

who accordingly underwent the ridicule of the

whole audience.

CHAPTER LVH.
Pallet, endeavouring to unravel the Mystery of the Treat-

ment he had received, falls out of the Fryi"g-pan into the

Fire.

Nevertheless, Pallet was still confounded and

chagrined bv one consideration, which was no other

than that of his having been so roughly handled in

the chamber belonging, as he found upon inquiry,

to the handsome young lady who was under the

Capuchin's direction. He recollected that the door

was fast locked when his beast burst it open ; and
he had no reason to believe that any person fol-

lowed him in his irruption. On the other hand, he

could not imagine that such a gentle creature would

either attempt to commit, or be able to execute, such

a desperate assault as that which his body had
sustained ; and her demeanour was so modest and

circumspect, that he durst not harbour the least

suspicion of her virtue.

These reflections bewildered him in the labyrinth

of thought ; he rummaged his whole imagination,

endeavouring to account for what had happened.

At length he concluded, that either Peregrine, or

the devil, or both, must have been at the bottom of

the whole affair, and determined, for the satisfaction

of his curiosity, to watch our hero's motions, during

the remaining part of the night, so narrowly, that

his conduct, mysterious as it was, should not be
able to elude his penetration.

With these sentiments he retired to his own
room, after the ass had been restored to the right

owners, and the priest had visited and confirmed

his fair ward, who had been almost distracted with

fear. Silence no sooner prevailed again, than he

crawled darkling towards her door, and huddled

himself up in an obscure corner, from whence he

might observe the ingress or egress of any human

creature. He had not long remained in this posture,

when, fatigued with this adventure, and that of the

preceding night, his faculties were gradually over-

powered with slumber ; and, falling fast asleep, he

be^an to snore like a whole congregation of Pres-

byterians. The Flemish beauty, hearing this dis-

cordant noise in the passage, began to be afraid oi

some new alarm, and very prudently bolted her

door ; so that when her lover wanted to repeat his

visit, he was not only surprised and incensed at this

disagreeable serenade, the author of which he did

not "know, but when compelled by his passion,

which was by this time wound to the highest pitch,

he ventured to approach the entrance, he had the

extreme mortification to find himself shut out. He

durst not knock to signify his presence in any other

manner, on account of the lady's reputation, which

would have greatly suffered, had the snorer been

waked by his endeavours. Had he known that

the person who thus thwarted his views was the

painter, he would have taken some effectual step

to remove him ; but he could not conceive what

should induce Pallet to take up his residence in

that corner ; nor could he use the assistance of a

lisht to distinguish him, because there was not a

candle burning in the house.

It is impossible to describe the rage and vexation

of our hero, while he continued thus tantalized

upon the brink of bliss, after his desire had been

exasperated by the circumstances of his two former

disappointments. He ejaculated a thousand ex-

ecrations against his own fortune, cursed his

fellow-travellers without exception, vowed revenge

against the painter, who had twice confounded his

most interesting scheme, and was tempted to execute

immediate vengeance upon the unknown cause of

his present miscarriage. In this agony of distraction

did he sweat two whole hours in the passage, though

not without some faint hopes of being delivered

from his tormentor, who, he imagined, upon waking,

would undoubtedlv shift his quarters, and leave the

field free to his designs ; butwhen he heard the cock

repeat his salutation to the morn, which began to

open on the rear of night, he could no longer

restrain his indignation. Going to his own chamber,

he filled a bason with cold water, and, standing at

some distance, discharged it full in the face of the

gaping snorer, who, over and above the surprise

occasioned bv the application, was almost suffocated

by the liquor that entered his mouth, and ran down

into his windpipe. While he gasped like a person

half drowned, without knowing the nature of his

disaster, or remembering the situation in which he

fell asleep, Peregrine retired to his own door, and

to his no small astonishment, from a long howl that

invaded his ears, learned that the patient was no

other than Pallet, who had now for the third time

baulked his good fortune.

Enraged at the complicated trespasses of this

unfortunate offender, he rushed from his apartment

with a horsewhip, and encountering the painter m
his flight, overturned him in the passage. There

he exercised the instrument of his wrath with great

severity, on pretence of mistaking him for some

presumptuous cur, which had disturbed the repose

of the inn
;
nay, when he called aloud for mercy in
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a supplicating tone, and his ehastiser could no longer

pretend to treat him as a quadruped, such was the

virulence of the young gentleman's indignation,

that he could not help declaring his satisfaction, by

telling Pallet he had richly deserved the punishment

he had undergone, for his madness, folly, and im-

pertinence, in contriving and executing such idle

schemes, as had no other tendency than that of

plaguing his neighbours.

Pallet protested, with great vehemence, that he

was innocent, as the child unborn, of an intention

to give umbrage to any person whatever, except

the Israelite and his "doxy, who he knew had

incurred his displeasure. But, as God is my
Saviour," said he, " I believe I am persecuted with

witchcraft, and begin to think that d—ned priest

is an agent of the devil ; for he hath been but two

nights in our company, during which I have not

closed an eye, but, on the contrary, have been

tormented by all the fiends of hell." Pickle

peevishly replied, that his torments had been occa-

sioned by his own foolish imagination ; and asked

him how he came to howl in that corner. The
painter, who did not think proper to own the

truth, said, that he had been transported thither

by some preternatural conveyance, and soused in

water by an invisible hand. The youth, in hope

of profiting by his absence, advised him to

retire immediately to his bed, and by sleep strive

to comfort his brain, which .seemed to be not a

little disordered by the want of that refreshment.

Pallet himself began to be very much of the same

way of thinking; and, in compliance with such

wholesome counsel, betook himself to rest, mutter-

ing prayers all the way for the recovery of his own
understanding.

Pickle attended him to his chamber, and, locking

him up, put the key in his own pocket, that he

might not have it in his power to interrupt him
again

;
but, in his return he was met by Mr. Jolter

and the doctor, who had been a second time alarmed

by the painter's cries, and come to inquire about

this new adventure. Half frantic with such a

series of disappointments, he cursed them in his

heart for their unseasonable appearance. When
they questioned him about Pallet, he told them he

had found him stark staring mad, howling in a

corner, and wet to the skin, and conducted him to

his room, where he was now abed. The physician,

hearing this circumstance, made a merit of his

vanity ;
and, under pretence of concern for the

patient's welfare, desired he might have an oppor-

tunity of examining the symptoms of his disorder,

without loss of time ;
alleging that many diseases

might have been stifled in the birth, which after-

wards baffled all the endeavours of the medical art.

The young gentleman accordingly del ivered the key,

and once more withdrew into his own chamber, with

a view of seizing the first occasion that should

present itself of renewing his application to his

Amanda's door; while the doctor, in his way to

Pallet's apartment, hinted to the governor his sus-

picion that the patient laboured under that dreadful

symptom called, the hydrophobia, which, he ob-

served, had sometimes appeared in persons who
were not previously bit by a mad dog. This con-

jecture he founded upon the howl he uttered when
he was soused with water, and began to recollect

certain circumstances of the painter's behaviour for

some days past, which now he could plainly per-

ceive had prognosticated some such calamity. He

then ascribed the distemper to the violent frights he

had lately undergone ; affirmed that the affair of

the Bastile had made such a violent encroachment

upon his understanding, that bis manner of thinking

and speaking was entirely altered. By a theory of

his own invention, he explained the effect of fear

upon a loose system of nerves, and demonstrated

the modus in which the animal spirits operate upon

the ideas and power of imagination.

This disquisition, which was communicated at

the painter's door, might have lasted till breakfast,

had not Jolter reminded him of his own maxim,
Vcnienti oceurrite morbo; upon which he put the

key to immediate use, and they walked softly to-

wards the bed, where the patient lay extended at

full length in the arms of sleep. The physician

took notice of his breathing hard, and his mouth
being open; and from these diagnostics declared

that the liquidum nervosum was intimately affected,

and the saliva impregnated with the spiculated

particles of the virus, howsoever contracted.

This sentence was still farther confirmed by the

state of his pulse, which, being full and slow,

indicated an oppressed circulation, from a loss of

elasticity in the propelling arteries. He proposed

that he should immediately suffer a second aspersion

of water, which would not only contribute to the

cure, but also certify them beyond all possibility of

doubt, with regard to the state of the disease ; for

it would evidently appear, from the manner in

which he would bear the application, whether or

not his horror of water amounted to a confirmed

hydrophobia. Mr. Jolter, in compliance with this

proposal, began to empty a bottle of water, which

he.found in the room, in a bason ; when he was
interrupted by the prescriber, who advised him to

use the contents of the chamber-pot, which, being

impregnated with salt, would operate more effectu-

ally than pure element. Thus directed, the governor

lifted up the vessel, which was replete with medicine,

and with one turn of his hand discharged the

whole healing inundation upon the ill-omen'd pa-

tient, who, waking in the utmost distraction of

horror, yelled most hideously, just at the time when
Peregrine had brought his mistress to a parley,

and entertained hopes of being admitted into her

chamber.
Terrified at this exclamation, she instantly broke

off the treaty, beseeching him to retire from the

door, that her honour might receive no injury from

his being found in that place; and he had just

enough of recollection left to see the necessity of

obeying the order ; in conformity to which he re-

treated, well nigh deprived of his senses, and almost

persuaded that so many unaccountable disappoint-

ments must have proceeded from some supernatural

cause, of which the idiot Pallet was no more than

the involuntary instrument.

Meanwhile, the doctor having ascertained the

malady of the patient, whose cries, interrupted by
frequent sobs and sighs, he interpreted into the

barking of a dog, and having no more salt water at

hand, resolved to renew the bath with such mate-

rials as chance would afford. He actually laid hold

of the bottle and bason ; but by this time the painter

had recovered the use of his senses so well, as to

perceive his drift
;
and, starting up like a frantic

bedlamite, ran directly to his sword, swearing with

many horrid imprecations, that he would murder
them both immediately, if he should be hanged
before dinner. They did not choose to wait the
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issue of liis threat, but retired with such precipita-

tion, that the physician had almost dislocated his

shoulder, by running against one side of the entry.

Jolter, having pulled the door after him, and turned

the key, betook himself to flight, roaring aloud for

assistance. His colleague, seeing the door secured,

valued himself upon his resolution, and exhorted

him to return ;
declaring, that for his own part, he

was more afraid of the madman's teeth than of his

weapon, and admonishing the governor to re-enter,

and execute what they had left undone. " Go in,"

said he, " without fear or apprehension, and if any

accident shall happen to you, either from his slayer

or his sword, I will assist you with my advice,

which from this station I can more coolly and dis-

tinctly administer, than I should be able to supply,

if my ideas were disturbed, or my attention en-

gaged in any personal concern."

Jolter, who could make no objection to the just-

nest of the conclusion, frankly owned, that he had

no inclination to try the experiment; observing,

that self-preservation was the first law of nature

;

that his connexions with the unhappy lunatic were

but slight ; and that it could not be reasonably ex-

pected that he would run such risks for his service,

as were declined by one who had set out with him

from England on the footing of a companion. This

insinuation introduced a dispute upon the nature of

benevolence, and the moral sense, which, the re-

publican argued, existed independent of any private

consideration, and could never be affected by any

contingent circumstance of time and fortune

;

while the other, who abhorred his principles, as-

serted the duties and excellence of private friend-

ship, with infinite rancour of altercation.

During the hottest of the argument, they were

joined by the Capuchin, who, being astonished to

see them thus virulently engaged at the door, and to

hear the painter bellowing within the chamber,

conjured them in the name of God, to tell him the

cause of that confusion, which had kept the whole

house in continual alarm during the best part of the

night, and seemed to be the immediate work of the

devil and his angels. When the governor gave

him to understand, that Pallet was visited with an

evil spirit, he muttered a prayer of St. Antonio de

Padua, and undertook to cure the painter, provided

he could be secured so as that he might, without

danger to himself, burn part of a certain relic

under his nose, which he assured them was equal

to the miraculous power of Eleazar's ring. They
expressed great curiosity to know what this trea-

sure was ; and the priest was prevailed upon to tell

them in confidence, that it was a collection of the

paring of the nails belonging to those two madmen
whom Jesus purged of the legion of devils that

afterwards entered the swine. So saying, he pulled

from one ofhis pockets a small box, containing about

an ounce of the parings of an horse's hoof; at

sight ofwhich, the governor could not help smiling,

on account of the grossness of the imposition. The
doctor asked, with a supercilious smile, whether

those maniacs, whom Jesus cured, were of the

sorrel complexion, or dapple gray ; for, from the

texture of these parings, he could prove, that the

original owners were of the quadruped order, and
even distinguished, that their feet had been fortified

with shoes of iron.

The mendicant, who bore an inveterate grudge
against this son of vEsculapius, ever since he had

made so free with the Catholic religion, replied,

with great bitterness, that he was a wretch, with

whom no christian ought to communicate ; that the

vengeance of Heaven would one day overtake him,

on account of his profanity ; and that his heart was

shod with a metal much harder than iron, which

nothing but hell-fire would be able to melt.

It was now broad day, and all the servants of

the inn were a-foot. Peregrine, seeing it would be

impossible to obtain any sort of indemnification for

the time he had lost, and the perturbation of his

spirits hindering him from enjoying repose, which

was, moreover, obstructed by the noise of Pallet

and his attendants, put on his clothes at once, and,

in exceeding ill humour, arrived at the spot where

this triumvirate stood debating about the means of

overpowering the furious painter, who still conti-

nued his song of oaths and execrations, and made

sundry efforts to break open the door. Chagrined

as our hero was, he could not help laughing when
he heard how the patient had been treated ; and his

indignation changing into compassion, he called to

him through the key-hole, desiring to know the

reason of his distracted behaviour. Pallet no sooner

recognised his voice, than lowering his own to a

whimpering tone, "My dear friend," said he, "I
have at last detected the ruffians who have perse-

cuted me so much. I caught them in the fact of

suffocating me with cold water ; and by the Lord

I will be revenged, or may I never live to finish

my Cleopatra. For the love of God open the door,

and I will make that conceited pagan, that pre-

tender to taste, that false devotee of the ancients,

who poisons people with sillykickabies and devil's

dung; I say, I will make him a monument of my
wrath, and an example to all the cheats and impos-

tors of the faculty ; and, as for that thick-headed

insolent pedant, his confederate, who emptied my
own jordan upon me while I slept, he had better

been in his beloved Paris, botching schemes for his

friend the Pretender, than incur the effects of my
resentment. Gadsbodikins ! I won't leave him a

wind-pipe for the hangman to stop, at the end of

another rebellion."

Pickle told him his conduct had been so extra-

vagant, as to confirm the whole company in the

belief that he was actually deprived of his senses ;

on which supposition Mr. Jolter and the doctor

had acted the part of friends, in doing that which

thev thought most conducive to his recovery ; so

that their concern merited his thankful acknow-

ledgment, instead of his frantic menaces. That,

for his own part, he would be the first to condemn

him, as one utterly bereft of his wits, and give

orders for his being secured as a madman, unless

he would immediately give a proof of his sanity,

by laying aside his sword, composing his spirits,

and thanking his injured friends for their care of

his person.

This alternative quieted his transports in a

moment ; he was terrified at the apprehension of

being treated like a bedlamite, being dubious of the

state of his own brain ;
and, on the other hand, had

conceived such a horror and antipathy for his tor-

mentors, that, far from believing himself obliged

by what they had done, he could not even think of

them without the utmost rage and detestation. He,

therefore, in the most tranquil voice he could as-

sume, protested, that he never was less out of his

senses than at present, though he did not know how
long he might retain them, if he should be consi-

dered in the light of a lunatic. That, in order to
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prove his being compos mentis, he was willing to

sacrifice the resentment he so justly harboured

against those, who, by their malice, had brought

him to this pass. But as he apprehended it would

be the greatest sign of madness he could exhibit,

to thank them for the mischiefs they had brought

upon him, he desired to be excused from making

any such concession ; and swore he would endure

every thing, rather than be guilty of such mean

absurdity.

Peregrine held a consultation upon this reply,

when the governor and physician strenuously

argued against any capitulation with a maniac, and

proposed that some method might be taken to seize,

fetter, and convey him into a dark room, where he

might be treated according to the rules of art. But

the Capuchin, understanding the circumstances of

the case, undertook to restore him to his former

state, without having recourse to such violent

measures. Pickle, who was a better judge of the

affair than any person present, opened the door

without further hesitation, and displayed the poor

painter standing with a woeful countenance, shiver-

ing in his shirt, which was as wet as if he had been

dragged through the Bender: a spectacle which

gave'such offence to the chaste eyes of the Hebrew's

mistress, who was by this time one of the specta-

tor's, that she turned her head' another way, and

withdrew to her own room, exclaiming against the

indecent practices of men.
Pallet, seeing the young gentleman enter, ran to

him, and, shaking him by"the hand, called him his

best friend, and said he had rescued him from those

who had a design against his life. The priest

would have produced his parings, and applied them

to his nose, but was hindered by Pickle, who ad-

vised the patient to shift himself, and put on his

clothes. This being done with great order and

deliberation, Mr. Jolter, who, with the doctor, had

kept a wary distance, in expectation of seeing some

strange effects of his distraction, began to believe

that he had been guilty of a mistake, and accused

the physician of having misled him by his false

diagnostic. The doctor still insisted upon his for-

mer declaration, assuring him, that although Pallet

enjoyed a short interval for the present, the deli-

rium would soon recur, unless they would profit

by this momentary calm, and ordered him to be

blooded, blistered, and purged, with all imaginable

despatch.

The governor, however, notwithstanding this

caution, advanced to the injured party, and begged

pardon for the share he had in giving him such

disturbance. He declared, in the most solemn

manner, that he had no other intention than that of

contributing towards his welfare, and that his be-

haviour was the result of the physician's prescrip-

tion, which he affirmed was absolutely necessary for

the recovery of his health.

The painter, who had very little gall in his dis-

position, was satisfied with this apology; but his

resentment, which was before divided, now glowed

with double fire against his first fellow-traveller,

whom he looked upon as the author of all the mis-

chances he had undergone, and marked out for his

vengeance accordingly. Yet the doors of recon-

ciliation were not shut against the doctor, who,

with great justice, might have transferred this load

of offence from himself to Peregrine, who was,

without doubt, the source of the painter's misfor-

tune. But, in that case, he must have owned him-

self mistaken in his medical capacity ; and he did

not think the friendship of Pallet important enough

to be retrieved by such condescension ; so that he

resolved to neglect him entirely, and gradually

forget the former correspondence he had main-

tained with a person whom he deemed so unwor-

thy of his notice.

CHAPTER LVIH.

Peregrine, almost distracted with his Disappointments, con-

jures the fair Fleming to permit his Visits at Brussels

—

She withdraws from his Pursuit.

Things being thus adjusted, and all the company-

dressed, they went to breakfast about five in the

morning, and in less than an hour after were seated

in the diligence, where a profound silence pre-

vailed. Peregrine, who used to be the life of the

society, was extremely pensive and melancholy on
account of his mishap, the Israelite and his L)ul-

cinea dejected in consequence of their disgrace, the

poet absorbed in lofty meditation, the painter in

schemes of revenge, while Jolter, rocked by the

motion of the carriage, made himself amends for

the want of rest he had sustained, and the mendi-

cant, with his fair charge, were infected by the

cloudy aspect of our youth, in whose disappoint-

ment each of them, for different reasons, bore no
inconsiderable share. This general languor and
recess from all bodily exercise, disposed them aP
to receive the gentle yoke of slumber ;

and, in half

an hour after they had embarked, there was not

one of them awake, except our hero and his mis-

tress, unless the Capuchin was pleased to counter-

feit sleep, in order to indulge our young gentleman

with an opportunity of enjoying some private con-

versation with his beauteous ward.

Peregrine did not neglect the occasion ;
but, on

the contrary, seized the first minute, and, in gentle

murmurs, lamented his hard hap in being thus the

sport of fortune. He assured her, and that with

great sincerity, that all the cross accidents of his

Sfe had not cost him one half of the vexation and
keenness of chagrin which he had suffered last

night ; and that, now he was on the brink of part-

ing from her, he should be overwhelmed with the

blackest despair, if she would not extend her

compassion so far as to give him an opportunity

of sighing at her feet in Brussels, during the few
days his affairs would permit him to spend in

that city.

This young iady, with an air of mortification,

expressed her sorrow for being the innocent cause

of his anxiety ;
said, she hoped last night's adven-

ture would be a salutary warning to both their

souls ; for she was persuaded that her virtue was
protected by the intervention of Heaven ; that

whatever impression it might have made upon him,

she was enabled by it to adhere to that duty from
which her passion had begun to swerve ; and, be-

seeching him to forget her for his own peace, gave

him to understand, that neither the plan she had
laid down for her own conduct, nor the dictates of

her honour, would allow her to receive his visits,

or carry on any other correspondence with him.

while she was restricted by the articles of her mar-
riage vow.

This explanation produced such a violent effect

upon her admirer, that he was for some minutes

deprived of the faculty of speech ; which he no
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sooner recovered, than he gave vent to the most

unbridled transports of passion. He taxed her

with barbarity and indifference ; told her, that she

had robbed him of his reason and internal peace

;

that he would follow her to the ends of the earth,

and cease ' to live sooner than cease to love her

;

that he would sacrifice the innocent fool who had
been the occasion of all this disquiet, and murder
every man whom he considered as an obstruction

to his views. In a word, his passions, which had
continued so long in a state of the highest fer-

mentation, together with the want of that repose

which calms and quiets the perturbation of the

spirits, had wrought him up to a pitch of real dis-

traction. While he uttered these delirious expres-

sions, the tears ran down his cheeks ; and he

underwent such agitation, that the tender heart of

the fair Fleming was affected with his condition

;

and, while her own face was bedewed with the

streams of sympathy, she begged him, for Heaven's

sake, to be composed ; and promised, for his satis-

faction, to abate somewhat of the rigour of her

purpose. Consoled by this kind declaration, he

recollected himself; and, taking out his pencil,

gave her his address, when she had assured him
that he should hear from her in four and twenty
hours at farthest after their separation.

Thus soothed, he regained the empire of himself,

and, by degrees, recovered his serenity. But this

was not the case with his Amanda, who, from this

sample of his disposition, dreaded the impetuosity

of his youth, and was effectually deterred from en-

tering into any engagements that might subject her
peace and reputation to the rash effects of such a

violent spirit. Though she was captivated by his

person and accomplishments, she had reflection

enough to foresee, that the longer she countenanced
his passion, her own heart would be more and
more irretrievably engaged, and the quiet of her
life the more exposed to continual interruption.

She therefore profited by these considerations, and
a sense of religious honour, which helped her to

withstand the suggestions of inclination, and re-

solved to amuse her lover with false hopes, until

she should have it in her power to relinquish his

conversation, without running any risk of suffering

by the inconsiderate sallies of his love. It was
with this view that she desired he would not insist

upon attending her to her mother's house, when
the diligence arrived at Brussels ; and he, cajoled
by her artifice, took a formal leave of her, together
with the other strangers, fixing his habitation at

the inn to which he and his fellow-travellers had
been directed, in the impatient expectation of
receiving a kind summons from her within the
limited time.

Meanwhile, in order to divert his imagination,
he went to see the stadthouse, park, and arsenal,

took a superficial view of the bookseller's cabinet
of curiosities, and spent the evening at the Italian

opera, which was at that time exhibited for the

entertainment of Prince Charles of Lorrain, then
governor of the Low Countries. In short, the
stated period was almost elapsed, when Peregrine
received a letter to this purpose :

—

"Sir,—If you knew what violence I do my own heart, in
declaring that I have withdrawn myself for ever from your
addresses, you would surely applaud the sacrifice 1 make to
Mrtue, and strive to imitate this example of self-denial.
Yes, sir, Heaven hath lent me grace to struggle with my
guilty passion, and henceforth to avoid the dangerous sight
of him who inspired it. I therefore conjure you, by the

regard you ought to have for the eternal welfare of us both, as

well as by the esteem and affection you profess, to war with
your unruly inclination, and desist from all attempts of frus-

trating the laudable resolution I have made. Seek not to

invade the peace of one who loves you, to disturb the quiet

of a family that never did you wrong, and to alienate the

thoughts of a weak woman from a deserving man, who, by
the most sacred claim, ought to have the full possession of

her heart."

This billet, without either date or subscription,

banished all remains of discretion from the mind
of our hero, who ran instantly to the landlord, in

all the ecstasy of madness, and demanded to see

the messenger who brought the letter, on pain of

putting his whole family to the sword. The inn-

keeper, terrified by his looks and menaces, fell upon
his knees, protesting, in the face of Heaven, that

he was utterly ignorant and innocent of any thing

that could give him offence, and that the billet was
brought by a person whom he did not know, and
who retired immediately, saying it required no
answer. He then gave utterance to his fury in a

thousand imprecations and invectives against the

writer, whom he dishonoured with the appellations

of a coquette, a jilt, an adventurer, who, by means
of a pimping priest, had defrauded him of his

money. He denounced vengeance against the men-
dicant, whom he swore he would destroy, if ever

he set eyes on him again. The painter unluckily

appearing during this paroxysm of rage, he seized

him hy the throat, saying, he was ruined by his

accursed folly ;
and, in all likelihood, poor Pallet

would have been strangled, had not Jolter inter-

posed in his behalf, beseeching his pupil to have
mercy upon the sufferer, and, with infinite anxiety,

desiring to know the cause of this violent assault.

He received no answer but a string of incoherent

curses. When the painter, with unspeakable asto-

nishment, took God to witness that he had done
nothing to disoblige him, the governor began to

think, in sad earnest, that Peregrine's vivacity

had at length risen to the transports of actual

madness, and was himself almost distracted with

this supposition. That he might the better judge
what remedy ought to be applied, he used his whole
influence, and practised all his eloquence upon the

youth, in order to learn the immediate cause of his

delirium. He employed the most pathetic en-

treaties, and even shed tears in the course of his

supplication ; so that Pickle, the first violence of

the hurricane being blown over, was ashamed of

his own imprudence, and retired to his chamber,
in order to recollect his dissipated thoughts. There
he shut himself up, and, for the second time, perus-

ing the fatal epistle, began to waver in his opinion

of the author's character and intention. He some-
times considered her as one of those nymphs who,
under the mask of innocence and simplicity, practise

upon the hearts and purses of unwary and unex-
perienced youths. This was the suggestion of his

wrath, inflamed by disappointment ; but, when he
reflected upon the circumstances of her behaviour,

and recalled her particular charms to his imagina-
tion, the severity of his censure gave way, and his

heart declared in favour of her sincerity. Yet even
this consideration aggravated the sense of his loss,

and he was in danger of relapsing into his former
distraction, when his passion was a little becalmed
by the hope of seeing her again, either by accident,

or in the course of a diligent and minute inquiry,

which he forthwith resolved to set on foot. He had
reason to believe, that her own heart would espouse

his cause, in spite of her virtue's determination,
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and did not despair of meeting with the Capuchin,

whose good offices he knew he could at any time

command. Comforted with these reflections, the

tempest of his soul subsided. In less than two

hours he joiued his company, with an air of com-

posure, and asked the painter's forgiveness for

the freedom he had taken—the cause of which he

promised hereafter to explain. Pallet was glad

of being reconciled on any terms to one whose
countenance supported him in equilibrio with his

antagonist the doctor ; and Mr. Jolter was rejoiced

beyond measure at his pupil's recovery.

CHAPTER LIX.

Peregrine meets with Mrs. Hornbeck, and is consoled for

his Loss—His Valet-de-chambre is embroiled with her

Duenna, whom, however, he finds Means to appease.

Evtsry thing having thus resumed its natural

channel, they dined together in great tranquillity.

In the afternoon, Peregrine, on pretence of staying

at home to write letters, while his companions were

at the coffeehouse, ordered a coach to be called,

and, with his valet-de-chambre, who was the only-

person acquainted with the present state of his

thoughts, set out for the Promenade, to which all

the ladies of fashion resort in the evening during

the summer season, in hopes of seeing his fugitive

among the rest.

Having made a circuit round the walk, and
narrowly observed every female in the place, he

perceived at some distance the livery of Hornbeck
upon a lacquey that stood at the back of a coach

;

upon which he ordered his man to reconnoitre the

said carriage, while he pulled up his glasses, that

he might not be discovered, before he should have

received some intelligence, by which he might

conduct himself on this unexpected occasion, that

already began to interfere with the purpose of his

coming thither, though it could not dispute his

attention with the idea of his charming unknown.
His Mercury having made his observations, re-

ported, that there was nobody in the coach but

Mrs. Hornbeck and an elderly woman, who had all

the air of a duenna, and that the servant was not

the same footman who had attended them in France.

Encouraged by this information, our hero ordered

himself to be driven close up to that side of their

convenience on which his old mistress sat ; and

accosted her with the usual salutation. This lady

no sooner beheld her gallant, than her cheeks red-

dened with a double glow ; and she exclaimed,
" Hear brother, I am overjoyed to see you ! Pray
come into our coach." He took the hint imme-
diately, and, complying with her request, embraced

this new sister with great affection.

Perceiving that her attendant was very much
surprised and alarmed at this unexpected meeting,

she, in order to banish her suspicion, and at the

same time give her lover his cue, told him, that his

brother (meaning her husband) was gone to the

Spa for a few weeks, by the advice of physicians,

on account of his ill state of health ; and that, from
his last letter, she had the pleasure to tell him, he
was in a fair way of doing well. The young gen-

tleman expressed his satisfaction at this piece of

news
;
observing, with an air of fraternal concern,

that if his brother had not made too free with his

constitution, his friends in England would have had
no occasion to repine at his absence and want of

health, by which he was banished from his own

country and connexions. He then asked, with an

affectation of surprise, why she had not accom-
panied her spouse ; and was given to understand,

that his tenderness of affection would not suffer him
to expose her to the fatigues of the journey, which

lay among rocks that were almost inaccessible.

The duenna's doubts being eased by this pre-

amble of conversation, he changed the subject to

the pleasures of the place ; and among other such

questions, inquired if she had as yet visited Ver-
sailles ? This is a public-house, situated upon the

canal, at the distance of about two miles from town,

and accommodated with tolerable gardens for the

entertainment of company. When she replied in

the negative, he proposed to accompany her thither

immediately ; but the governante, who had hitherto

sat silent, objected to this proposal
;
telling them,

in broken English, that as the lady was under her

care, she could not answer to Mr. Hornbeck for

allowing her to visit such a suspicious place. " As
for that matter, madam," said the confident gallant,

" give yourself no trouble ; the consequences shall

be at my peril, and I will undertake to ensure you
against my brother's resentment." So saying, he

directed the coachman to the place, and ordered his

own to follow, under the auspices of his valet-de-

chambre, while the old gentlewoman, over-ruled

by his assurance, quietly submitted to his authority

Being arrived at the place, he handed the ladies

from the coach, and then for the first time observed

that the duenna was lame, a circumstance of which
he did not scruple to take the advantage ; for they

had scarce alighted, and drank a glass of wine,

when he advised his sister to enjoy a walk in the

garden. And although the attendant made shift

to keep them almost always in view, they enjoyed a

detached conversation, in which Peregrine learned,

that the true cause of her being left behind at

Brussels, whilst her husband proceeded to Spa, was
his dread of the company and familiarities of that

place, to which his jealousy durst not expose her

;

and that she had lived three weeks in a convent at

Lisle, from which she was delivered by his own
free motion, because indeed he could no longer exist

without her company ; and lastly, our lover un-

derstood, that her governante was a mere dragon,

who had been recommended to him by a Spanish

merchant whose wife she attended to her dying-

day. But she very much questioned whether or

not her fidelity was proof enough against money
and strong waters. Peregrine assured her the ex-

periment should be tried before parting ; and they

agreed to pass the night at Versailles, provided his

endeavours should succeed.

Having exercised themselves in this manner,

until the duenna's spirits were pretty much ex-

hausted, that she might be the better disposed to

recruit them with a glass of liquor, they returned

to their apartment, and the cordial was recom-

mended and received in a bumper. But as it did

not produce such a visible alteration as the sanguine

hopes of Pickle had made him expect, and the old

gentlewoman observed that it began to be late, and
that the gates would be shut in a little time, he
filled up a parting glass, and pledged her in equal

quantity. Her blood was too much chilled to be
wanned even by this extraordinary dose, which
made immediate innovation in the brain of our
you-th, w'ho, in the gaiety of his imagination, over-

whelmed this she Argus with such profusion of

gallantry, that she was more intoxicated with his
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expressions than with the spirits she had drank.

When, in the course of toying, he dropped a purse

into her bosom, she seemed to forget how the night

wore, and, with the approbation of her charge, as-

sented to his proposal of having somethingfor supper.

This was a great point which our adventurer had

gained ; and yet he plainly perceived that the go-

vernante mistook his meaning, by giving herself

credit for all the passion he had professed. As
this error could be rectified by no other means
than those of plying her with the bottle, until her

distinguishing faculties should be overpowered, he

promoted a quick circulation. She did him justice,

without any manifest signs of inebriation, so long,

that his own eyes began to reel in the sockets ; and

he found, that, before his scheme could be accom-

plished, he should be effectually unfitted for all the

purposes of love. He therefore had recourse to

his valet-de-chambre, who understood the hint as

soon as it was given, and readily undertook to per-

form the part, of which his master had played the

prelude. This affair being settled to his satisfaction,

and the night at odds with morning, he took an

opportunity of imparting to the ear of this aged

Dulcinea a kind whisper, importing a promise of

visiting her, when his sister should be retired to

her own chamber, and an earnest desire of leaving

her door unlocked.

This agreeable intimation being communicated,

he conveyed a caution of the same nature to Mrs.

Hornbeek, as he led her to her apartment ; and
darkness and silence no sooner prevailed in the

house, than he and his trusty squire set out on their

different voyages. Every thing would have suc-

ceeded according to their wish, had not the valet-

de-chambre suffered himself to fall asleep at the

side of his inamorata, and, in the agitation of a

violent dream, exclaimed in a voice so unlike that

of her supposed adorer, that she distinguished the

difference at once. Waking him with a pinch

and a loud shriek, she threatened to prosecute him
for a rape, and reviled him with all the epithets her

rage and disappointment could suggest.

The Frenchman, finding himself detected, be-

haved with great temper and address. He begged
she would compose herself, on account of her own
reputation, which was extremely dear to him ;

pro-

testing, that he had a most inviolable esteem for her

person. His representations had weight with the

duenna, who, upon recollection, comprehended the

whole affair, and thought it would be her interest

to bring matters to an accommodation. She there-

fore admitted the apologies of her bed-fellow, pro-

vided he would promise to atone by marriage for

the injury she had sustained ; and in this particular,

he set her heart at ease by repeated vows, which he
uttered with surprising volubility, though without
any intention to perform the least tittle of their

contents.

Peregrine, who had been alarmed by her excla-

mation, and run to the door with a view of inter-

posing, according to the emergency of the case,

overhearing the affair thus compromised, returned
to his mistress, who was highly entertained with
an account of what had passed, foreseeing, that,

for the future, she should be under no difficulty or
restriction from the severity of her guard.

CHAPTER LX.
Hornbeek is informed of his Wife's Adventure with Pere-

grine, for whom he prepares a Stratagem, which is

rendered ineffectual by the information of Pipes. The
Husband is ducked for his intention, and our Hero

apprehended by the Patrol.

There was another person, however, still ungained

;

and that was no other than her footman, whose se-

crecy our hero attempted to secure in the morning
by a handsome present, which he received with

many professions of gratitude and devotion to his

service ; yet this complaisance was nothing but a

cloak used to disguise the design he harboured of

making his master acquainted with the whole trans-

action. Indeed this lacquey had been hired, not

only as a spy upon his mistress, but also as a check

on the conduct of the governante, with promise of

ample reward, if ever he should discover any sin-

ister or suspicious practices in the course of her

behaviour. As for the footman whom they had

brought from England, he was retained in attend-

ance upon the person of his master, whose confi-

dence he had lost, by advising him to gentle methods

of reclaiming his lady, when her irregularities had

subjected her to his wrath.

The Flemish valet, in consequence of the office

he had undertaken, wrote to Hornbeek by the first

post, giving an exact detail of the adventure at

Versailles, with such a description of the pretended

brother, as left the husband no room to think he

could be any other person than his first dishonourer;

and exasperated him to such a degree, that he re-

solved to lay an ambush for this invader, and at

once disqualify him from disturbing his repose, by

maintaining further correspondence with his wife.

Meanwhile the lovers enjoyed themselves with-

out restraint, and Peregrine's plan of inquiry after

his dear unknown was for the present postponed.

His fellow-travellers were confounded at his mys-

terious motions, which filled the heart of Jolter

with anxiety and terror. This careful conductor

was fraught with such experience of his pupil's

disposition, that he trembled with the apprehension

of some sudden accident, and lived in continual

alarm, like a man that walks under the wall of a

nodding tower. Nor did he enjoy any alleviations

of his fears, when, upon telling the young gentle-

man, that the rest of the company were desirous

of departing for Antwerp, he answered, that they

were at liberty to consult their own inclinations ;

but, for his own part, he was resolved to stay in

Brussels a few days longer. By this declaration

the governor was "confirmed in the opinion of his

having some intrigue upon the anvil. In the bit-

terness of bis vexation, he took the liberty of

signifying his suspicion, and reminding him of the

dangerous dilemmas to which he had been reduced

by his former precipitation.

Peregrine took his caution in good part, and

promised to behave with such circumspection as

would screen him from any troublesome conse-

quences for the future ; but, nevertheless, behaved

that same evening in such a manner, as plainly

showed that his prudence was nothing else than

vain speculation. He had made an appointment to

spend the night, as usual, with Mrs. Hornbeek

;

and, about nine o'clock, hastened to her lodgings,

when he was accosted in the street by his old dis-

carded friend. Thomas Pipes, who, without any

other preamble, told him, that, for all he had turned

him adrift, he did not choose to see him run full

sail into his enemy's harbour, without giving him
timely notice of the danger. " I'll tell you what,"

[
said he, " mayhap you think I want to curry
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favour, that I may be taken in tow again ; if you do,

you have made a mistake in your reckoning. I am
old enough to be laid up, and have wherewithal to

keep my planks from the weather. But this here
is the affair ; I have known you since you were
no higher than a marlinspike, and should'nt care

to see you deprived of your rigging at these years.

Whereby, I am informed by Hornbeck's man,whom
I this afternoon fell in with by chance, as how his

master has got intelligence of your boarding his

wife, and has steered privately into this port, with
a large complement of hands, in order, d'ye see, to

secure you while you are under the hatches. Now,
if so be as how you have a mind to give him a salt

eel for his supper, here am I, without hope of fee or
reward, ready to stand by you as long as my tim-
bers will stick together ; and if I expect any recom-
pense, may I be bound to eat oakum, and drink
bilgewater for life."

Startled at this information, Peregrine examined
him upon the particulars of his discourse with the

lacquey ; and when he understood that Hornbeck's
intelligence flowed from the canal of his Flemish
footman, he believed every circumstance of Tom's
report, thanked him for this warning, and, after

having reprimanded him for his misbehaviour at

Lisle, assured him that it should be his own fault

if ever they should part again. He then deliberated

with himself whether or not he should retort the

purpose upon his adversary ; but when he con-
sidered that Hornbeck was not the aggressor, and
made that unhappy husband's case his own, he
could not heip acquitting his intention of revenge,
though, in his opinion, it ought to have been exe-
cuted in a more honourable manner ; and therefore
he determined to chastise him for his want of spirit.

Nothing surely can be more insolent and unjust
than this determination, which induced him to

punish a person for his want of courage to redress
the injury which he himself had done to his repu-
tation and peace ; and yet this barbarity of decision
is authorized by the opinion and practice of mankind.
With these sentiments he returned to the inn,

and, putting a pair of pistols in his pocket, ordered
his valet-de-chambre and Pipes to follow him at a
small distance, so as that they should be within call

in case of necessity, and then posted himself within
thirty yards of his Dulcinea's door. There he had
not been above half an hour, when he perceived
four men take their station on the other side, with
a view, as he guessed, to watch for his going in,

that he might be taken unaware. But when they
had tarried a considerable time in that corner, with-

out reaping the fruits of their expectation, their

leader, persuaded that the gallant had gained ad-
mittance by some secret means, approached the

door with his followers, who, according to the in-

structions they had received, no sooner saw it

opened, than they rushed in, leaving their employer
in the street, where he thought his person would
be least endangered. Our adventurer, seeing him
all alone, advanced with speed, and clapping a pis-

tol to his breast, commanded him to follow his foot-

steps, without noise, on pain of immediate death.
Terrified at this sudden apparition, Hornbeck

obeyed in silence
; and, in a few minutes, they

arrived at the quay, where Pickle, halting, gave
him to understand that he was no stranger to his
villainous design ; told him, that if he conceived
himself injured by any circumstance of his conduct,
he would now give him an opportunity of resenting

the wrong in a manner becoming a man of honour.
" You have a sword about you," said he ;

" or, if

you don't choose to put the affair on that issue, here

is a brace of pistols, take which you please." Such
an address could not fail to disconcert a man of his

character. After some hesitation, he, in a faulter-

ing accent, denied that his design was to mutilate

Mr. Pickle, but that he thought himself entitled to

the benefit of the law, by which he would have
obtained a divorce, if he could have procured evi-

dence of his wife's infidelity ; and, with that view,

he had employed people to take advantage of the

information he had received. With regard to this

alternative, he declined it entirely, because he could

not see what satisfaction he should enjoy in being
shot through the head, or run through the lungs,

by a person who had already wronged him in an
irreparable manner. Lastly, his fear made him
propose that the affair should be left to the arbitra-

tion of two creditable men, altogether unconcerned
in the dispute.

To these remonstrances Peregrine replied, in the

style of a hot-headed young man, conscious of his

own unjustifiable behaviour, that every gentleman
ought to be a judge of his own honour, and there-

fore he would submit to the decision of no umpire
whatsoever ; that he would forgive his want of cou-
rage, which might be a natural infirmity, but his

mean dissimulation he could not pardon. That, as

he was certified of the rascally intent of his ambus-
cade by undoubted intelligence, he would treat him,
not with a retaliation of his own treachery, but
with such indignity as a scoundrel deserves to suffer,

unless he would make one effort to maintain the

character he assumed in life. So saying, he again

presented his pistols, which being rejected as before,

he called his two ministers, and ordered them to

duck him in the canal.

This command was pronounced and executed
almost in the same breath, to the unspeakable terror

and disorder of the poor shivering patient, who,
having undergone the immersion, ran about like a
drowned rat, squeaking for assistance and revenge.
His cries were overheard by the patrole, who,
chancing to pass that way, took him under their

protection, and, in consequence of his complaint
and information, went in pursuit of our adventurer
and his attendants, who were soon overtaken and
surrounded. Rash and inconsiderate as the young
gentleman was, he did not pretend to stand upon
the defensive against a file of musketeers, although
Pipes had drawn his cutlass at their approach, but
surrendered himself without opposition, and was
conveyed to the main guard, where the command-
ing officer, engaged by his appearance and address,
treated him with all imaginable respect. Hearing
the particulars of his adventure, he assured him
that the prince would consider the whole as a tour

de jeunesse, and order him to be released without
delay.

Next morning, when this gentleman gave in his

report, he made such a favourable representation
of the prisoner, that our hero was on the point of
being discharged, when Hornbeck preferred a com-
plaint, accusing him of a purposed assassination,

and praying that such punishment should be in-
flicted upon him as his highness should think
adequate to the nature of the crime. The prince,
perplexed with this petition, in consequence of
which he foresaw that he must disoblige a British
subject, sent for the plaintiff, of whom he had some
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knowledge, and, in person, exhorted him to drop

the prosecution, which would only serve to propa-

gate his own shame. But Hornbeck was too much

fncensed to listen to any proposal of that kind, and

peremptorily demanded" justice against the prisoner,

whom he represented as an obscure adventurer,

who had made repeated attempts upon his honour

and his life. Prince Charles told him, that what

he had advised was in the capacity of a friend ;
but,

since he insisted upon his acting as a magistrate,

the affair should be examined, and determined ac-

cording to the dictates of justice and truth.

The petitioner being dismissed with this promise,

the defendant was, in his turn, brought before the

judge, whose prepossession in his favour was in a

great measure weakened by what his antagonist had

said to the prejudice of his birth and reputation.

CHAPTER LXI.

Peregrine is released—Jolter confounded at his mysterious

Conduct—A Contest happens between the Poet and Painter,

who are reconciled by the Mediation of their Fellow-tra-

vellers.

Our hero, understanding from some expressions

which escaped the prince, that he was considered

in the light of a sharper and assassin, begged that

he might have the liberty of sending for some

vouchers, that would probably vindicate his cha-

racter from the malicious aspersions of his adver-

sary. This permission being granted, he wrote a

letter to his governor, desiring that he would bring

to him the letters of recommendation which he had

received from the British ambassador at Paris, and

such other papers as he thought conducive to evince

the importance of his situation.

The billet was given in charge to one of the

subaltern officers on duty, who carried it to the

inn, and demanded to speak with Mr. Jolter. Pal-

let, who happened to be at the door when this mes-

senger arrived, and heard him inquire for the tutor,

ran directly to that gentleman's apartment, and in

manifest disorder told him that a huge fellow of a

soldier, with a monstrous pair of whiskers, and a

fur cap as big as a bushel, was asking for him at

the door. The poor governor began to shake at

this intimation, though he was not conscious of

having committed anything that could attract the

attention of the state. When the officer appeared

at his chamber door, his confusion increased to such

a degree, that his perception seemed to vanish, and

the subaltern repeated the purport of his errand

three times, before he could comprehend his mean-

ing, or venture to receive the letter which he pre-

sented. At length he summoned all his fortitude,

and having perused the epistle, his terror sunk into

anxiety. His ingenuous fear immediately sug-

gested^ that Peregrine was confined in a dungeon,

for some outrage he had committed. He ran with

great agitation to a trunk, and, taking out a bundle

of papers, followed his conductor, being attended

by the painter, to whom he had hinted his appre-

hension. When they passed through the guard,

which was under arms, the hearts of both died

within them ; and when they came into the pre-

sence, there was such an expression of awful horror

on the countenance of Jolter, that the prince, ob-

serving his dismay, was pleased to encourage him
with an assurance that he had nothing to fear.

Thus comforted, he recollected himself so well as

to understand his pupil, when he desired him to

produce the ambassador's letters ; some of which

being open, were immediately read by his highness,

who was personally acquainted with the writer, and

knew several of the noblemen to whom they were

addressed. These recommendations were so warm,

and represented the young gentleman in such an

advantageous light, that the prince, convinced of

the injustice his character had suffered by the mis-

representation of Hornbeck, took our hero by the

hand, asked pardon for the doubts he had enter-

tained of his honour, declared him from that

moment at liberty, ordered his domestics to he

enlarged, and offered him his countenance and

protection as long as he should remain in the Aus-

trian Netherlands. At the same time, he cautioned

him against indiscretion in the course of his gal-

lantries ; and took his word and honour, that he

should drop all measures of resentment against the

person ofHornbeck duringhis residence in that place.

The delinquent, thus honourably acquitted,

thanked the prince in the most respectful manner,

for his generosity and candour, and retired with

his two friends, who were amazed and bewildered

in their thoughts at what they had seen and heard,

the whole adventure still remaining without the

sphere of their comprehension, which was not at

all enlarged by the unaccountable appearance of

Pipes, who, with the valet-de-chambre, joined them

at the castle gate. Had Jolter been a man of a

luxuriant imagination, his brain would undoubtedly

have suffered in the investigation of his pupil's

mysterious conduct, which he strove in vain to

unravel; but his intellects were too solid to be

affected by the miscarriage of his invention ; and,

as Peregrine did not think proper to make him

acquainted with the cause of his being apprehended,

he contented himself with supposing that there was

a ladv in the case.

The painter, whose imagination was of a more

flimsy texture, formed a thousand chimerical con-

jectures, which he communicated to Pickle, in im-

perfect insinuations, hoping, by his answers and

behaviour, to discover the truth ; but the youth, in

order to tantalize him, eluded all his inquiries, with

such appearance of industry and art, as heightened

his curiosity, while it disappointed his aim, and in-

flamed him" to such a degree of impatience, that his

wits began to be unsettled. Then Peregrine was

fain to recompose his brain, by telling him in con-

fidence, that he had been arrested as a spy. This

secret he found more intolerable than his former

uncertainty. He ran from one apartment to ano-

ther, like a goose in the agonies of egg-laying, with

intention of disburdening this important load ;
but,

Jolter being engaged with the pupil, and all the

people of the house ignorant of the only language

he could speak, he was compelled, with infinite re-

luctance, to address himself to the doctor, who was

at that time shut up in his own chamber. Having

knocked at the door to no purpose, he peeped

through the key-hole, and saw the physician sitting

at a table, with a pen in one hand, and paper before

him, his head reclined upon his other hand, and his

eyes fixed upon the cieling, as if he had been en-

tranced. Pallet, concluding that he was under the

power of some convulsion, endeavoured to force

the door open ; and the noise of his efforts recalled

the doctor from his reverie. This poetical repub-

lican, being so disagreeably disturbed, started up

in a passion, and, opening the door, no sooner per-

ceived who had interrupted him, than he flung it
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in his face with great fury, and cursed him for his

impertinent intrusion, which had deprived him of

the most delightful vision that ever regaled the

human fancy. He imagined, as lie afterwards im-

parted to Peregrine, that, as he enjoyed himself in

walking through the flowery plain that borders on

Parnassus, he was met by a venerable sage, whom,
by a certain divine vivacity that lightened from

his eyes, he instantly knew to be the immortal

Pindar. He was immediately struck with reve-

rence and awe, and prostrated himself before the

apparition, which, taking him by the hand, lifted

him gently from the ground, and, with words more
sweet than the honey of the Hybla bees, told him,

that, of all the moderns, he alone was visited by

that celestial impulse by which he himself had been

inspired, when he produced his most applauded

odes. So saying, he led him up the sacred hill,

persuaded him to drink a copious draught of the

waters of the Hippocrene, and then presented him
to the harmonious Nine, who crowned his temples

with a laurel wreath.

No wonder that he was enraged to find himself

cut off from such sublime society. He raved in

Greek against the invader, who was so big with his

own purpose, that, unmindful of the disgrace he

had sustained, and disregarding all the symptoms
of the physician's displeasure, he applied his mouth
to the door, in an eager tone, " I'll hold you any
wager," said he, " that I guess the true cause of

Mr. Pickle's imprisonment." To this challenge he

received no reply, and therefore repeated it, adding,
" I suppose you imagine he was taken up for fight-

ing a duel, or affronting a nobleman, or lying with

some man's wife, or some such matter ; but, egad

!

you was never more mistaken in your life ; and I'll

lay my Cleopatra against your Homer's head, that

in four-and-twenty hours you shan't light on the

true reason."

The favourite of the muses, exasperated at this

vexatious perseverance of the painter, who he ima-
gined had come to tease and insult him, " I would,"

said he, " sacrifice a cock to JEsculapius, were I

assured that any person had been taken up for ex-

tirpating such a troublesome Goth as you are from
the face of the earth. As for your boasted Cleo-

patra, which you say was drawn from your own
wife, I believe the copy has as much of the to kalon

as the original ; but, were it mine, it should be hung
up in the temple of Cloacina, as the picture of that

goddess ; for any other apartment would be dis-

graced by its appearance." " Hark ye, sir," replied

Pallet, enraged in his turn at the contemptuous

mention of his darling performance, " you may
make as free with my wife as you think proper,

but 'ware my works ; those are the children ofmy
fancy, conceived by the glowing imagination, and
formed by the art of my own hands ; and you your-

self are a Goth, and a Turk, and a Tartar, and an

impudent pretending jackanapes, to treat with such

disrespect a production which, in the opinion of all

the connoisseurs of the age, will, when finished, be

a masterpiece in its kind, and do honour to human
genius and skill. So I say again and again, and I

care not though your friend Playtor heard me, that

you have no more taste than a drayman's horse, and
that those foolish notions of the ancients ought to

be drubbed out of you with a good cudgel, that you
might learn to treat men of parts with more vene-

ration. Perhaps you may not always be in the

company of one who will halloo for assistance

when you are on the brink of being chastised for

your insolence, as I did, when you brought upon

yourself the resentment of that Scot, who, by the

Lard ! would have paid you both scot and lot, as

Falstaff says, if the French officer had not put him

in arrest."

The physician, to this declamation which was

conveyed through the keyhole, answered, that he

(the painter) was a fellow so infinitely below his

consideration, that his conscience upbraided him
with no action of his life, except that of choosing

such a wretch for his companion and fellow-traveller.

That he had viewed his character through the

medium of good-nature and compassion, which

had prompted him to give Pallet an opportunity of

acquiring some new ideas under his immediate

instruction ; but he had abused his goodness and

condescension in such a flagrant manner, that he

was now determined to discard him entirely from

his acquaintance ; and desired him, for the present,

to take himself away, on pain of being kicked for

his presumption.

Pallet was too much incensed to be intimidated

by this threat, which he retorted with great viru-

lence, defying him to come forth, that it might

appear which of them was best skilled in that

pedestrian exercise, which he immediately began

to practise against the door with such thundering

application, as reached the ears of Pickle and his

governor, who coming out into the passage, and

seeing him thus employed, asked if he had forgot

the chamber-pots of Alost, that he ventured to

behave in such a manner as entitled him to a second

prescription of the same nature ?

The doctor, understanding that there was com-

pany at hand, opened the door in a twinkling ;
and,

springing upon his antagonist like a tiger, a fierce

contention would have ensued, to the infinite satis-

faction of our hero, had not Jolter, to the manifest

peril of his own person, interposed, and, partly by

force, and partly by exhortations, put a stop to the

engagement before it was fairly begun. After

having demonstrated the indecency of such a vulgar

rencontre, betwixt two fellow-citizens in a foreign

land, he begged to know the cause of their dissension,

and offered his good offices towards an accom-

modation. Peregrine also, seeing the fray was

finished, expressed himself to the same purpose

;

and the painter, for obvious reasons, declining an

explanation, his antagonist told the youth what a

mortifying interruption he had suffered by the

impertinent intrusion of Pallet, and gave him a

detail of the particulars of his vision, as above

recited. The arbiter owned the provocation was
not to be endured; and decreed that the offender

should make some atonement for his transgression.

Upon which the painter observed, that, however he
might have been disposed to make acknowledg-

ments, if the physician had signified his displeasure

like a gentleman, the complainant had now forfeited

all claim to any such concessions, by the vulgar

manner in which he had reviled him and his

productions ;
observing, that, if he (the painter)

had been inclined to retort his slanderous in-

sinuations, the republican's own works would have
afforded ample subject for his ridicule and censure.

After divers disputes and representations, peace

was at length concluded, on condition, that, for the

future, the doctor should never mention Cleopatra,

unless he could say something in her praise ; and
that Pallet, in consideration of his having been the
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first aggressor, should make a sketch of the

physician's vision, to be engraved and prefixed to

the next edition of his odes.

CHAPTER LXII.

The Travellers depart for Antwerp, at which place the Painter

gives a loose to his Enthusiasm.

Our adventurer, baffled in all his efforts to retrieve

his lost Amanda, yielded at length to the remon-

strances of his governor and fellow-travellers, who
out of pure complaisance to him, had exceeded

their intended stay by six days at least: and a

couple of post chaises, with three riding horses,

being hired, they departed from Brussels in the

morning, dined at Mechlin, and arrived about eight

in the evening at the venerable city of Antwerp.

During this day's journey, Pallet was elevated to

an uncommon flow of spirits, with the prospect of

seeing the birthplace of Rubens, for whom he

professed an enthusiastic admiration. He swore,

that the pleasure he felt was equal to that of a

Mussulman, on the last day of his pilgrimage to

Mecca ; and that he already considered himself a

native of Antwerp, being so intimately acquainted

with their so justly boasted citizen, from whom, at

certain junctures, he could not help believing

himself derived, because his own pencil adopted

the manner of that great man with surprising

facility, and his face wanted nothing but a pair of

whiskers and a beard to exhibit the express image

of the Fleming's countenance. He told them he

was so proud of this resemblance, that, in order to

render it more striking, he had, at one time of his

life, resolved to keep his face sacred from the

razor ; and in that purpose had persevered, not-

withstanding the continual reprehensions of Mrs.

Pallet, who, being then with child, said, his aspect

was so hideous, that she dreaded a miscarriage

every hour, until she threatened, in plain terms, to

dispute the sanity of his intellects, and apply to

the chancellor for a committee.

The doctor, on this occasion, observed, that a

man who is not proof against the solicitations of a

woman, can never expect to make a great figure in

life ; that painters and poets ought to cultivate no

wives but the muses ; or, if they are by the accidents

of fortune encumbered with families, they should

carefully guard against that pernicious weakness,

falsely honoured with the appellation of natural

affection, and pay no manner of regard to the

impertinent customs of the world. " Granting that

you had been for a short time deemed a luuatic,"

said he, " you might have acquitted yourself ho-

nourably of that imputation, by some performance

that would have raised your character above all

censure. Sophocles himself, that celebrated tragic

poet, who, for the sweetness of his versification,

was styled melitta, or the bee, in his old age suffered

the same accusation from his own children, who,

seeing him neglect his family affairs, and devote

himself entirely to poetry, carried him before the

magistrate, as a man whose intellects were so much
impaired by the infirmities of age, that he was no

longer fit to manage his domestic concerns ;
upon

which the reverend bard produced his tragedy of

CEdipus epi kolono, as a work he had just finished

;

which being perused, instead of being declared

unsound of understanding, he was dismissed with

admiration and applause. I wish your beard and
whiskers had been sanctioned by the like authority ;

though I am afraid you would have been in the

predicament of those disciples of a certain philo-

sopher, who drank decoctions of cummin seeds,

that their faces might adopt the paleness of their

master's complexion, hoping, that, in being as wan,

they would be as learned as their teacher." The
painter, stung by this sarcasm, replied, " or like

those virtuosi, who, by repeating Greek, eating

sillikickaby, and pretending to see visions, think

they equal the ancients in taste and genius."

The physician retorted, Pallet rejoined, and the

altercation continued until they entered the gates

of Antwerp, when the admirer of Rubens broke

forth into a rapturous exclamation, which put an

end to the dispute and attracted the notice of the

inhabitants, many of whom by shrugging up their

shoulders and pointing to their foreheads, gave

shrewd indications that they believed him a poor

gentleman disordered in his brain.

They had no sooner alighted at the inn, than this

pseudo-enthusiast proposed to visit the great church,

in which he had been informed some of his master's

pieces were to be seen ; and was remarkably

chagrined, when he understood that he could not be

admitted till next day. He rose next morning by

day-break, and disturbed his fellow-travellers in

such a noisy and clamorous manner, that Peregrine

determined to punish him with some new infliction ;

and, while he put on his clothes, actually formed

the plan of promoting a duel between him and the

doctor ; in the management of which he promised

himself store of entertainment, from the behaviour

of both.

Being provided with one of those domestics who

are always in waiting to offer their services to

strangers on their first arrival, they were conducted

to the house of a gentleman who had an excellent

collection of pictures; and though the greatest

part of them were painted by his favourite artist,

Pallet condemned them all by the lump, because

Pickle had told him beforehand, that there was not

one performance of Rubens among the number.

The next place they visited was what is called

the Academv of Painting, furnished with a number

of paltry pieces, in which our painter recognised

the style of Peter Paul, with many expressions of

admiration, on the same sort of previous intelligence.

From this repository, they went to the great

church ; and being led to the tomb of Rubens, the

whimsical painter fell upon his knees, and wor-

shipped with such appearance of devotion, that the

attendant, scandalized at his superstition, pui'led

him up, observing, with great warmth, that the

person buried in that place was no saint, but as

great a sinner as himself; and that, if he was

spiritually disposed, there was a chapel of the

Blessed Virgin, at the distance of three yards on

the right hand, to which he might retire. He

thought it was incumbent upon him to manifest

some extraordinary inspiration, while he resided

on the spot where" Rubens was born; and there-

fore, his whole behaviour was an affectation of

rapture, expressed in distracted exclamations, con-

vulsive starts, and uncouth gesticulations. In the

midst of his frantic behaviour, he saw an old

Capuchin, with a white beard, mount the pulpit,

and hold forth to the congregation with such vio-

lence of emphasis and gesture, as captivated his

fancy; and, bawling aloud, "Zounds! what an

excellent Paul preaching at Athens 1" he pulled a

pencil and a small memorandum book from Ins
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pocket, and began to take a sketch of the orator,

with great eagerness and agitation, saying, " Egad!
friend Raphael, we shall see whether you or I have
got the best knack at trumping up an apostle."

This appearance of disrespect gave offence to the
audience, who began to murmur against this he-
retic libertine; when one of the priests belonging
to the choir, in order to prevent any ill consequence
from their displeasure, came and told him in the
French language, that such liberties were not per-
mitted in their religion, and advised him to lay
aside his implements, lest the people should take
umbrage at his design, and be provoked to punish
him as a profane scoffer at their worship.
The painter, seeing himself addressed by a friar,

who, while he spoke, bowed with great com-
plaisance, imagined that he was a begging brother
come to supplicate his charity ; and his attention
being quite engrossed by the design he was
making, he patted the priest's shaven crown with
his hand, saying, Oter terns, oter terns, and then
resumed his pencil with great earnestness. The
ecclesiastic, perceiving that the stranger did not
comprehend his meaning, pulled him by the sleeve,
and explained himself in the Latin tongue

; upon
which Pallet, provoked at his intrusion, cursed him
aloud for an impudent beggarly son of a whore,
and, taking out a shilling, flung it upon the pave-
ment, with manifest signs of indignation.
Some of the common people, enraged to see their

religion contemned, and their priests insulted at
the very altar, rose from their seats, and surround-
ing the astonished painter, one of the number
snatched his book from his hand, and tore it into a
thousand pieces. Frightened as he was, he could
not help crying, "Fire and fagots! all my
favourite ideas are gone to wreck!" and was in
danger of being very roughly handled by the
crowd, had not Peregrine stepped in, and assured
them, that he was a poor unhappy gentleman, who
laboured under a transport of the brain. Those who
understood the French language communicated this
information to the rest, so that he escaped without
any other chastisement than being obliged to retire.
And as they could not see the famous Descent from
the Cross till after the service was finished, they
were conducted by their domestic to the house of a
painter, where they found a beggar standing for his
picture, and the artist actually employed in repre-
senting a huge louse that crawled upon his
shoulder. Pallet was wonderfully pleased with this
circumstance, which he said was altogether a new
thought, and an excellent hint, of which he would
make his advantage

; and, in the course of his sur-
vey of this Fleming's performances, perceiving a
piece in which two flies were engaged upon the
carcase of a dog half devoured, he ran to his
brother brush, and swore he was worthy of being a
fellow-citizen of the immortal Rubens. He then
lamented, with many expressions of grief and re-
sentment, that he had lost his common-place book,
in which he had preserved a thousand conceptions
of the same sort, formed by the accidental objects
of his senses and imagination ; and took an oppor-
tunity of telling his fellow-travellers, that in exe-
cution he had equalled, if not excelled, the two
ancient painters who vied with each other in the
representation of a curtain and a bunch of grapes

;

for he had exhibited the image of a certain object
so like to nature, that the bare sight of it set a
whole hogstye in an uproar.

When he had examined and applauded all the
productions of this minute artist, they returned to

the great church, and were entertained with the
view of that celebrated masterpiece of Rubens, in

which he has introduced the portraits of himself
and his whole family. The doors that conceal this

capital performance were no sooner unfolded, than
our enthusiast, debarred the use of speech, by a
previous covenant with his friend Pickle, lifted up
his hands and eyes, and putting himself in the
attitude of Hamlet, when his father's ghost appears,
adored in silent ecstasy and awe. He even made a
merit of necessity

; and, when they had withdrawn
from the place, protested that his whole faculties

were swallowed up in love and admiration. He
now professed himself more than ever enamoured
of the Flemish school, raved in extravagant enco-
miums, and proposed that the whole company
should pay homage to the memory of the divine
Rubens, by repairing forthwith to the house in
which he lived, and prostrating themselves on the
floor of his painting-room.
As there was nothing remarkable in the tene-

ment, which had been rebuilt more than once since
the death of that great man, Peregrine excused
himself from complying with the proposal, on pre-
tence of being fatigued with the circuit they had
already performed. Jolter declined it for the same
reason ; and the question being put to the doctor,
he refused his company with an air of disdain.

Pallet, piqued at his contemptuous manner, asked,
if he would not go and see the habitation of Pin-
door, provided he was in the city where that poet
lived ? and when the physician observed, that there
was an infinite difference between the men—

•

" That I'll allow," replied the painter, " for the
devil a poet ever lived in Greece or Troy, that was
worthy to clean the pencils of our beloved Rubens."
The physician could not, with any degree of tem-
per and forbearance, hear this outrageous blas-
phemy, for which, he said, Pallet's eyes ought to be
picked out by owls; and the dispute arose, as
usual, to such scurrilities of language, and indecency
of behaviour, that passengers began to take notice
of their animosity, and Peregrine was obliged to

interpose for his own credit.

CHAPTER LXm.
Peregrine artfully foments a Quarrel between Pallet and the

Physician, who fight a Duel on the Ramparts.

The painter betook himself to the house of the
Flemish Raphael, and the rest of the company
went back to their lodgings ; where the young
gentleman, taking the advantage of being alone
with the physician, recapitulated all the affronts he
had sustained from the painter's petulance, aggra-
vating every circumstance of the disgrace, and ad-
vising him, in the capacity of a friend, to take care
of his honour, which could not fail to suffer in the
opinion of the world, if he allowed himself to be
insulted with impunity, by one so much his inferior
in every degree of consideration.
The physician assured him, that Pallet had

hitherto escaped chastisement, by being deemed au
object unworthy his resentment, and in considera-
tion of the wretch's family, for which his compas-
sion was interested; but that repeated injuries
would inflame the most benevolent disposition.
And, although he could find no precedent of duel-
ling among the Greeks and Romans, whom he

T
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considered as the patterns of demeanour, Pallet

should no longer avail himself of his veneration lor

the ancients, but be punished for the very next

offence he should commit.

Having thus spirited up the doctor to a resolu-

tion from which he could not decently swerve, our

adventurer acted the incendiary with the other

party also; giving him to understand, that the

physician treated his character with such contempt,

and behaved to him with such insolence, as no

gentleman ought to bear. That, for his own part,

he was every day put out of countenance by their

mutual animosity, which appeared in nothing but

vulgar expressions, more becoming shoe boys ana

oyster women than men of honour and education ;

and therefore he should be obliged, contrary to his

inclination, to break off all correspondence with

them both, if they would not fall upon some method

to retrieve the dignity of their characters.

These representations would have had little ettect

upon the timidity of the painter, who was likewise

too much of a Grecian to approve of single com-

bat in any other way than that of boxing, an

exercise in which he was well skilled, had they not

been accompanied with an insinuation, that his

antagonist was no Hector, and that he might hum-

ble him into any concession, without running the

least personal risk. Animated by this assurance,

our second Eeubens set the trumpet of defiance to

bis mouth, swore he valued not his life a rush

when his honour was concerned, and entreated

Mr. Pickle to be the bearer of a challenge, which

he would instantly commit to writing.

The mischievous fomenter highly applauded this

manifestation of courage, by which he was at liberty

to cultivate his friendship and society, but declined

the office of carrying the billet, that his tenderness

of Pallet's reputation might not be misinterpreted

into an officious desire of promoting quarrels. At

the same time, he recommended Tom Pipes, not

only as a very proper messenger on this occasion,

but also as a trusty second in the field. The mag-

nanimous painter took his advice, and, retiring to

his chamber, penned a challenge in these terms :—

"Sin —'When I am heartily provoked, I fear not the devil

himself; much less 1 will not call you a pedantic cox-

comb, nor an unmannerly fellow, because these are the

hippythets of the wulgar. But, remember, such as you are,

I nyther love you nor fear you ; but, on the contrary, expect

satisfaction for your audacious behaviour to me on divers

occasions; and will, this evening, in the twilight, meet you

on the ramparts with sword and pistol, where the Lord have

mercy on the soul of one of us, for your body shall find no

favour with your incensed defier, till death.

"Layman Pallet.

This resolute defiance, after having been sub-

mitted to the perusal, and honoured with the ap-

probation of our youth, was committed to the charge

of Pipes, who, according to his orders, delivered it

in the afternoon ; and brought for answer, that the

physician would attend him at the appointed time

and place. The challenger was evidently discom-

posed at the unexpected news of this acceptance,

and ran about the house in great disorder, in quest

of Peregrine, to beg his further advice and assist-

ance ; but understanding that the youth was engaged

in private with his adversary, he began to suspect

some collusion, and cursed himself for his folly and

precipitation. He even entertained some thoughts

of retracting his invitation, and submitting to the

triumph of his antagonist. But before he would

stoop to this opprobrious condescension, he resolved

to try another expedient, which might be the means

of saving both his character and person. In this

hope he visited Mr. Jolter, and very gravely desired

he would be so good as to undertake the office
:

ot

his second in a duel which he was to fight that

evening with the physician.

The governor, instead of answering his expecta-

tion, in expressing fear and concern, and breaking

forth into exclamations of " Good God !
gentlemen,

what d'ye mean? You shall not murder one another

while it is in my power to prevent your purpose.

I will go directly to the governor of the place, who

shall interpose his authority." I say, instead ot

these and other friendly menaces of prevention,

Jolter heard the proposal with the most phlegmatic

tranquillity, and excused himself from accepting

the honour he intended for him, on account ol his

character and situation, which would not permit

him to be concerned in any such rencounters. In-

deed this mortifying reception was owing to a

previous hint from Peregrine, who, dreading some

sort of interruption from his governor, had made

him acquainted with his design, and assured him,

that the affair should not be brought to any dan-

gerous issue. . .

Thus disappointed, the deiected challenger was

overwhelmed with perplexity and dismay ;
and in

the terrors of death or mutilation, resolved to de-

precate the wrath of his enemy, and conform to

any submission he should propose, when he was

accidentally encountered by our adventurer, who

with demonstrations of infinite satisfaction, told

bim in confidence, that his billet had thrown the

doctor into an agony of consternation ;
thai-his

acceptance of his challenge was a mere effort of

despair, calculated to confound the ferocity of the

sender, and dispose him to listen to terms ot accom-

modation ; that he had imparted the letter to him

with fear and trembling, on pretence of engaging

him as a second, but, in reality, with a view ot

obtaining his good offices in promoting a recon-

ciliation ;
" but, perceiving the situation ot his

mind," added our hero, "I thought it would be

more for your honour to baffle his expectation, and

therefore I readily undertook the task of attending

him to the field, in full assurance that he will there

humble himself before you, even to prostration.

In this security, you may go and prepare your

arms, and bespeak"the assistance of Pipes, who will

squire you in the field, while I keep myself up,

that our correspondence may not be suspected by

the physician." Pallet's spirits, that were sunk to

defection, rose at this encouragement to all the

insolence of triumph; he again declared his con

tempt of danger, and his pistols being loaded and

accommodated with new flints, by his trusty ar-

mour-bearer, he waited, without flinching, tor the

hour of battle. _

On the first approach of twilight, somebody

knocked at his door, and Pipes having opened it

at his desire, he heard the voice of his antagonist

pronounce, " Tell Mr. Pallet that I am going to

the place of appointment." The painter was not a

little surprised at this anticipation, which so ill

agreed with the information he had received Irom

Pickle ; and his concern beginning to recur, he

fortified himself with a large bumper of brandy,

which, however, did not overcome the anxiety of

his thoughts. Nevertheless, he set out on the ex-

pedition with his second, betwixt whom and himself

the following dialogue passed, in their way to the
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ramparts. " Mr. Pipes," said the painter, with dis-

ordered accent, " niethinks the doctor was in a
pestilent hurry with that message of his." "Ey,
ey," answered Tom, " I do suppose he longs to be
foul of you." " What," replied the other, " d'ye

think he thirsts after my blood ?" " To be sure a
does," said Pipes, thrusting a large quid of tobacco
in his cheek with great deliberation. " If that be
the case," cried Pallet, beginning to shake, " he is

no better than a cannibal, and no Christian ought
to fight him on equal footing." Tom observing his

emotion, eyed him with a frown of indignation,

saying, " You an't afraid, are you ?" " God for-

bid I" replied the challenger, stammering with fear,

" What should I be afraid of? The worst he can
do is to take my life, and then he'll be answerable
both to God and man for the murder. Don't you
think he will ?" " I think no such matter," answered
the second ;

" if so be as how he puts a brace of
bullets through your bows, and kills you fairly, it

is no more murder than if I was to bring down a
noddy from the main top-sail-yard." By this time
Pallet's teeth chattered with such violence, that he
could scarce pronounce this reply. " Mr. Thomas,
you seem to make very light of a man's life ; but I
trust in the Almighty, I shall not be so easily brought
down. Sure many a man has fought a duel without
losing his life. Do you imagine that I run such a
hazard of falling by the hand of my adversary ?"

" You may or you may not," said the unconcerned
Pipes, "just as it happens. What then ! Death is

a debt that every man owes, according to the song;
and if you set foot to foot, I think one of you must
go to pot." " Foot to foot !" exclaimed the terrified

painter, " that's downright butchery ; and I'll be
d—ed before I fight any man on earth in such a
barbarous way. What ! d'ye take me to be a savage
beast?" This declaration he made while they
ascended the ramparts. His attendant perceiving
the physician and his second at the distance of an
hundred paces before them, gave him notice of
their appearance, and advised him to make ready,
and behave like a man. Pallet in vain endeavoured
to conceal his panic, which discovered itself in an
universal trepidation of body, and the lamentable
tone in which he answered this exhortation of
Pipes, saying, " I do behave like a man ; but you
would have me act the part of a brute. Are they
coming this way ?" When Tom told him that they
had faced about, and admonished him to advance,
the nerves of his arm refused their office, he could
not hold out his pistol, and instead of going forward,
retreated with an insensibility of motion ; till Pipes,

placing himself in the rear, set his own back to that

of his principal, and swore he should not budge an
inch farther in that direction.

While the valet thus tutored the painter, his

master enjoyed the terrors of the physician, which
were more ridiculous than those of Pallet, because
he was more intent upon disguising them. His
declaration to Pickle in the morning would not
suffer him to start any objections when he received
the challenge ; and finding that the young gentle-
man made no offer of mediating the affair, but
rather congratulated him on the occasion, when he
communicated the painter's billet, all his efforts

consisted in oblique hints, and general reflections

upon the absurdity of duelling, which was first

introduced among civilized nations by the barbar-
ous Huns and Longobards. He likewise pretended
to ridicule the use of fire-arms, which confounded

all the distinctions of skill and address, and de-

prived a combatant of the opportunity of signalising

his personal prowess.

Pickle assented to the justness of his observa-

tions ; but, at the same time, represented the neces-

sity of complying with the customs of this world,

ridiculous as they were, on which a man's honour
and reputation depend. So that, seeing no hopes

of profiting by that artifice, the republican's agita-

tion became more and more remarkable ; and he
proposed, in plain terms, that they shoidd contend

in armour, like the combatants of ancient days ; for

it was but reasonable that they should practice the

manner of fighting, since they adopted the disposi-

tion of those iron times.

Nothing could have afforded more diversion to

our hero than the sight of two such duellists cased

in iron ; and he wished that he had promoted the

quarrel in Brussels, where he could have hired the

armour of Charles the Eifth, and the valiant Duke
of Parma, for their accommodation ; but as there

was no possibility of lurnishing them cap-a-pee at

Antwerp, he persuaded him to conform to the mo-
dern use of the sword, and meet the painter on his

own terms ; and suspecting that his fear would
supply him with other excuses for declining the

combat, he comforted him with some distant insi-

nuations, to the prejudice of his adversary's courage,

which would, in all probability, evaporate before

any mischief could happen.

Notwithstanding this encouragement, he could

not suppress the reluctance with which he went to

the field, and cast many a wishful look over his left

shoulder, to see whether or not his adversary was at

his heels. When, by the advice of his second, he
took possession of the ground, and turned about

with his face to the enemy, it was not so dark, but

that Peregrine could perceive the unusual paleness

of his countenance, and the sweat standing in large

drops upon his forehead
;
nay, there was a manifest

disorder in his speech, when h; regretted his want
of the pila and parma, with which he would have
made a rattling noise, to astonish his foe, in spring-

ing forward, and singing the hymn to battle, in the

manner of the ancients.

In the mean time, observing the hesitation of
his antagonist, who, far from advancing, seemed to

recoil, and even struggle with his second, he guessed

the situation of the painter's thoughts ;
and, collect-

ing all the manhood that he possessed, seized the

opportunity of profiting by his enemy's consterna-

tion. Striking his sword and pistol together, he
advanced in a sort of trot, raising a loud howl, in

which he repeated, in lieu of the Spartan song,

part of the strophe from one of Pindar's Pythia,

beginning with eh theon gar makanoi pasai Broteais

aretais, fyc. This imitation of the Greeks had all

the desired effect upon the painter, who seeing the
physician running towards him like a fury, with
a pistol in his right hand, which was extended, and
hearing the dreadful yell he uttered, and the out-

landish words he pronounced, was seized with an
universal palsy of his limbs. He would have drop-
ped down upon the ground, had not Pipes sup-
ported and encouraged him to stand upon his

defence. The doctor, contrary to his expectation,
finding that he had not flinched from the spot,

though he had now performed one half of his career,

put in practice his last effort, by firing his pistol,

the noise of which no sooner reached the ears of the
affrighted painter, than he recommended his soul

T 2
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to God, and roared for mercy -with great voci-

feration.

The republican, overjoyed at this exclamation,

commanded him to yield," and surrender his arms,

on pain of immediate death ; upon which he threw

away his pistols and sword, in spite of all the ad-

monitions and even threats of his second, who lelt

him to his fate, and went up to his master, stopping

his nose with signs of loathing and abhorrence.

The victor, having won the spolia opima, granted

him his life, on condition that he would on his

knees supplicate his pardon, acknowledge himself

inferior to his conqueror in every virtue and quali-

fication, and promise for the future to merit his

favour by submission and respect. These insolent

terms were readily embraced by the unfortunate

challenger, who fairly owned, that he was not at all

calculated for the purposes of war, and that hence-

forth he would contend with no weapon but his

pencil. He begged with great humility, that Mr.

Pickle would not think the worse of his morals for

this defect ofcourage, which was a natural infirmity

inherited from his father, and suspend his opinion

of his talents, until he should have an opportunity

of contemplatine the charms of his Cleopatra, which

would be finished in less than three months.

Our hero observed, with an affected air of dis-

pleasure, that no man could be justly condemned

for being subject to the impressions of fear ; and

therefore his cowardice might easily be forgiven ;

but there was something so presumptuous, dishonest,

and disingenuous, in arrogating a quality to which

he knew he had not the smallest pretension, that

he could not forget his misbehaviour all at once,

though he would condescend to communicate with

him as formerly, in hopes of seeing a reformation

in his conduct. Pallet protested, that there was

no dissimulation in the case ; for he was ignorant

of his own weakness, until his resolution was put

to the trial. He faithfully promised to demean

himself, during the remaining part of the tour,

with that conscious modesty and penitence which

became a person in his condition; and, for the

present, implored the assistance of Mr. Pipes, in

disembarrassing him from the disagreeable conse-

quence of his fear.

THE ADVENTURES OF

CHAPTER LXIV.

The Doctor exults in his Victor)-. They set out for Rotter-

dam, where they are entertained by two Dutch Gentlemen

in a Yacht, which is overturned in the Maese, to the ma-

nifest hazard of the Painter's Life.—They spend the Even-

ing with their Entertainers, and next day visit a Cabinet

of Curiosities.

Tom was accordingly ordered to minister to his

occasions ; and the conqueror, elated with his suc-

cess, which he in a great measure attributed to his

manner of attack, and the hymn which he howled,

told Peregrine, that he was now convinced of the

truth of what Pindar sung in these words, ossa de

me pephileke Zeus atuzontai Boan Pieridon aionta ;

for he had no sooner began to repeat the mellifluent

strains of that divine poet, than the wretch his an-

tagonist was confounded, and his nerves unstrung.

On their return to the inn, he expatiated on the

prudence and tranquillity of his own behaviour, and
ascribed the consternation of Pallet to the remem
brance of some crime that lay heavy upon his con
6cience

; for, in his opinion, a man of virtue and
common sense could not possibly be afraid of death,

which is not only the peaceful harbour that receives

him shattered on the tempestuous sea of life, but

also the eternal seal of his fame and glory, which it

is no longer in his power to forfeit and forego.

He lamented his fate, in being doomed to live in

such degenerate days, when war is become a mer-

cenary trade ; and ardently wished, that the day

would come, when he should have such an oppor-

tunity of signalizing his courage in the cause of

liberty, as that of Marathon, where an handful of

Athenians, fighting for their freedom, defeated the

whole strength of the Persian empire. " Would

to heaven !" said he, " my muse were blessed with

an occasion to emulate that glorious testimony on

the trophy in Cyprus, erected by Cimon, for two

great victories gained on the same day over the

Persians by sea and land; in which it is very re-

markable, that the greatness of the occasion has

raised the manner of expression above the usual

simplicity and modesty of all other ancient inscrip-

tions." He then repeated it with all the pomp of

declamation, and signified his hope, that the Prench

would one day invade us with such an army as

that which Xerxes led into Greece, that it might

be in his power to devote himself, like Leonidas, to

the freedom of his country.

This memorable combat being thus determined,

and everything that was remarkable in Antwerp

surveyed, they sent their baggage down the Scheldt

to Rotterdam, and set out for the same place in a

post-waggon, which that same evening brought

them in safety to the banks of the Maese. They

put up at an English house of entertainment, re-

markable for the modesty and moderation of the

landlord; and next morning the doctor went in

person to deliver letters of recommendation to two

Dutch gentlemen from one of his acquaintance at

Paris. Neither of them happened to be at home

when he called ; so that he left a message at their

lodgings, with his address ; and in the afternoon

they waited upon the company, and, after many
hospitable professions, one of the two invited them

to spend the evening at his house.

Meanwhile they had provided a pleasure yacht,

in which they proposed to treat them with an ex-

cursion upon the Maese. This being almost the

only diversion that place affords, our young gentle-

man relished the proposal ; and, notwithstanding

the remonstrances of Mr. Jolter, who declined the

voyage on account of the roughness of the weather,

they went on board without hesitation, and found a

collation prepared in the cabin. While they tacked

to and fro in the river, under the impulse of a

mackarel breeze, the physician expressed his satis-

faction, and Pallet was ravished with the entertain-

ment. But the wind increasing, to the unspeakable

joy of the Dutchmen, who had now an opportunity

of showing their dexterity in the management of

the vessel, the guests found it inconvenient to stand

upon deck, and impossible to sit below, on account

of the clouds of tobacco smoke which rolled from

the pipes of their entertainers, in such volumes as

annoyed them even to the hazard of suffocation.

This" fumigation, together with the extraordinary

motion of the ship, began to affect the head and

stomach of the painter, who begged earnestly to be

set on shore. But the Dutch gentlemen, who had

no idea of his sufferings, insisted, with surprising

obstinacy of regard, upon his staying until he

should see an instance of the skill of their mariners;

and, bringing him on deck, commanded the men to
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carry the vessel's lee gun-wale under -water. This

nicety of navigation they instantly performed, to

the admiration of Pickle, the discomposure of the

doctor, and terror of Pallet, who Messed liimself

from the courtesy of a Dutchman, and prayed to

heaven for his deliverance.

While the Hollanders enjoyed the reputation of

this feat, and the distress of the painter at the same
time, the yacht was overtaken by a sudden squall,

that overset her in a moment, and flung every man
overboard into the Maese, hefore they could have

the least warning of their fate, much less time to

provide against the accident. Peregrine, who was
an expert swimmer, reached the shore in safety

;

the physician, in the agonies of despair, laid fast

hold on the trunk-hreeches of one of the men, who
dragged him to the other side ; the entertainers

landed at the bomb-keys, smoking their pipes all

the way with great deliberation ; and the poor

painter must have gone to the bottom, had not he

been encountered by the cahle of a ship that lay at

anchor near the scene of their disaster. Though
his senses had forsaken him, his hands fastened hy
instinct on this providential occurrence, which he
held with such a convulsive grasp, that, when a

hoat was sent out to bring him on shore, it was with

the utmost difficulty that his fingers were disen-

gaged. He was carried into a house, deprived of

the use cf speech, and hereft of all sensation ; and,

being suspended hy the heels, a vast quantity of

water ran out of his mouth. This evacuation being

made, he began to utter dreadful groans, which
gradually increased to a continued roar

;
and, after

he had regained the use of' his senses, he under-

went a delirium that lasted several hours. As for

the treaters, they never dreamed of expressing the

least concern to Pickle or the physician for what
had happened, because it was an accident so com-
mon as to pass without notice.

Leaving the care of the vessel to the seamen, the

company retired to their respective lodgings, in

order to shift their clothes ; and in the evening our
travellers were conducted to the house of their new
friend, who, with a view of making his invitation

the more agreeable, had assembled to the number
of twenty or thirty Englishmen, of all ranks and
degrees, from the merchant to the periwig-maker's

prentice.

In the midst of this congregation stood a chafing-

dish with live coals, for the convenience of lighting

their pipes, and every individual was accommodated
with a spitting-box. There was not a mouth in

the apai-tment unfurnished with a tube, so that they

resembled a congregation of chimeras breathing

fire and smoke ; and our gentlemen were fain to

imitate their example in their own defence. It is

not to be supposed that the conversation was either

very sprightly or polite ; the whole entertainment

was of the Dutch cast, frowzy and phlegmatic

;

and our adventurer, as he returned to his lodging,

tortured with the headach, and disgusted with

every circumstance of his treatment, cursed the

hour in which the doctor had saddled them with

such troublesome companions.

Next morning by eight o'clock, these polite Hol-
landers returned the visit, and, after breakfast,

attended their English friends to the house of a

person that possessed a very curious cabinet of

curiosities, to which they had secured our com-
pany's admission. The owner of this collection

wasacheesemonger, who received them in a woollen

nightcap, with straps buttoned under his chin. As
he understood no language but his own, he told

them, by the canal of one of their conductors, that

he did not make a practice of showing his curiosi-

ties ; but understanding that they were Englishmen,

and recommended to his friends, he was content to

submit them to their perusal. So saying, he led

them up a dark stair, into a small room, decorated

with a few paltry figures in plaster of Paris, two or

three miserable landscapes, the skins of an otter,

seal, and some fishes stuffed ; and in one corner

stood a glass case, furnished with newts, frogs,

lizards, and serpents, preserved in spirits ; a human
foetus, a calf with two heads, and about two dozen

of butterflies pinned upon paper.

The virtuoso having exhibited these particulars,

eyed the strangers with a look soliciting admiration

and applause ; and as he could not perceive any
symptom of either in their gestures or countenances,

withdrew a curtain, and displayed a wainscot chest

of drawers, in which, he gave them to understand,

was something that would agreeably amuse the

imagination. Our travellers, regaled with this

notice, imagined that they woidd be entertained

with the sight of some curious medals, or other pro-

ductions of antiquity ; but how were they disap-

pointed, when they saw nothing but a variety of

shells, disposed in whimsical figures, in each

drawer ! After he had detained them full two hours

with a tedious commentary upon the shape, size,

and colour of each department, he, with a super-

cilious simper, desired that the English gentlemen

would frankly and candidly declare, whether his

cabinet, or that of Mynheer Sloane, at London, was
the most valuable. When this request was signified

in English to the company, the painter instantly

exclaimed, "By the Lard! they are not to be

named of a day. And as for that matter,. I would
not give one corner of Saltero's coffeehouse at

Chelsea for all the trash he hath shown." Pere-

grine, unwilling to mortify any person who had
done his endeavour to please him, observed, that

what he had seen was very curious and entertain-

ing ; but that no private collection in Europe was
equal to that of Sir Hans Sloane, which, exclusive

of presents, had cost an hundred thousand pounds.

The two conductors were confounded at this asse-

veration, which being communicated to the cheese-

monger, he shook his head with a significant grin;

and, though he did not choose to express his in-

credulity in words, gave our hero to understand,

that he did not much depend upon his veracity.

Erom the house of this Dutch naturalist, they
were dragged all roimd the city by the painful

civility of their attendants, who did not quit them
till the evening was well advanced, and then not

till after they had promised to be with them before

ten o'clock next day, in order to conduct them to a

country house, situated in a pleasant village on the

other side of the river.

Pickle was already so much fatigued with their

hospitality, that, for the first time of his life, he
suffered a dejection of spirits ; and resolved, at any
rate, to avoid the threatened persecution of to

morrow. With this view, he ordered his servants

to pack up some clothes and linen in a portman-
teau ; and in the morning embarked, with his

governor, in the Treckskuyt, for the Hague, whi-
ther he pretended to be called by some urgent occa-

sion, leaving his fellow-traveller* to make his

apology to their friends ; and assuring them, that
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he -would not proceed for Amsterdam without their

society. He arrived at the Hague in the forenoon,

and dined at an ordinary frequented hy officers and

people of fashion ; where being informed that the

princess -would see company in the evening, he

dressed himself in a rich suit of the Parisian cut,

and went to court, -without any introduction. A
person of his appearance could not fail to attract

the notice of such a small circle. The prince him-

self, understanding he -was an Englishman and a

stranger, -went up to him -without ceremony, and,

having -welcomed him to the place, conversed -with

him for some minutes on the common topics of

discourse.

THE ADVENTURES OF

CHAPTER LXV.

They proceed to the Hague ; from whence they depart for

Amsterdam, where they see a Dutch Tragedy-Visit the

Music-house, in which Peregrine quarrels with the Captain

of a Man-of-war—They pass through Haerlem, in their

way to Leyden—Return to Rotterdam, where the Company

separates, and our Hero, with his Attendants arrive in

safety at Harwich.

Being joined by their fello-w-travellers in the

morning, thev made a tour to all the remarkable

places in this celebrated village ; sa-w the Foundery,

the Stadthouse, the Spinhuys, Vauxhall, and Count

Bentincke's gardens, and in the evening -went to

the French comedy, -which -was directed by a noted

Harlequin, -who had found means to flatter the

Dutch taste so effectually, that they extolled him

as the greatest actor that"ever appeared in the pro-

vince of Holland. This famous company did not

represent regular theatrical pieces, but only a sort

of impromptus, in -which this noted player al-ways

performed the greatest part of the entertainment.

Among other sallies of -wit that escaped him, there

-was one circumstance so remarkably adapted to the

disposition and genius of his audience, that it were

pity to pass it over in silence. A -wind-will being

exhibited on the scene, Harlequin, after having sur-

veyed it -with curiosity and admiration, asks one

of the millers the use of that machine ; and being

told that it -was a windmill, observes, -with some

concern, that as there -was not the least breath of

•wind, he could not have the pleasure of seeing it

turn round. Urged by this consideration, he puts

himselfinto the attitude of aperson -wrapt in profound

meditation ; and having continued a few seconds in

this posture, runs to the miller with great eagerness

and joy, and telling him that he had found an ex-

pedient to make his mill work, very fairly unbut-

tons his breeches. Then presenting his posteriors

to the sails of the machine, certain explosions are

immediately heard, and the arms of the mill begin

to turn round, to tbe infinite satisfaction of the

spectators, who approve the joke with loud peals

of applause.

Our travellers stayed a few days at the Hague,

during which the young gentleman waited on the

British ambassador, to whom he was recommended

by his excellency at Paris, and lost about thirty

guineas at billiards to a French adventurer, who
decoyed him into the snare by keeping up his game.

Then they departed in a post-waggon for Amster-

dam, being provided with letters of introduction to

an English merchant residing in that city, under

whose auspices they visited every thing worth see-

ing, and, among other excursions, went to see

a Dutch tragedy acted ; an entertainment which, of

all others, had the strangest effect upon the organs

of our hero ; the dress of their chief personages

was so antic, their manner so awkwardly absurd,

and their language so ridicuously unfit for con-

veying the sentiments of love and honour, that

Peregrine's nerves were diuretically affected with

the complicated absurdity, and he was compelled to

withdraw twenty times before the catastrophe of

the piece.

The subject of this performance was the famous

story of Scipio's continence and virtue, in restoring

the "fair captive to her lover. The young Roman
hero was represented by a broad-faced Batavian, in

a burgomaster's gown and a fur cap, sitting smoking

his pipe at a table furnished with a can of beer, a

drinking glass, and a plate of tobacco. The lady

was such a person as Scipio might very well be

supposed to give away, without any great effort

of generosity ; and indeed the Celtiberian prince

seemed to be of that opinion ;
for, upon receiving

her from the hand of the victor, he discovered none

of those transports of gratitude and joy which

Livy describes in recounting this event. The Dutch

Scipio, however, was complaisant enough in his

way ; for he desired her to sit at his right hand, by

the appellation of Ya /row, and with his own fingers

filling a clean pipe, presented it to Mynheer Allucio

the lover. The rest of the economy of the piece

was in the same taste ; which was so agreeable to

the audience, that they seemed to have shaken off

their natural phlegm, in order to applaud the per-

formance.

From the play our company adjourned to the

house of their friend, where they spent the evening

;

and the conversation turning upon poetry, aDutch-

man who was present, and tmderstood the English

language, having listened very attentively to the

discourse, lifted up with both hands the greatest

part of a Cheshire cheese that lay upon the table,

saying, " I do know vat is boeter. Mine brotre

be a great boet, and ave vrought a book as dick

as all dat." Pickle, diverted with this method of

estimating an author according to the quantity of

his works, inquired about the subjects of this bard's

writings ; but of these his brother could give no

account, or other information, but that there was

little market for the commodity, which hung heavy

upon his hands, and induced him to wish he had

applied himself to another trade.

The only remarkable scene in Amsterdam, which

our company had not seen, was the Spuyl or music-

houses, which, by the connivance of the magistrates,

are maintained for the recreation of those who

might attempt the chastity of creditable women, if

they were not provided with such convemences.

To one of these night-houses did our travellers

repair, under the conduct of the English merchant,

and were introduced into such another place as the

ever memorable coffee-house of Moll King ;
with

this difference, that the company here were not so

riotous as the bucks of Covent Garden, but formed

themselves into a circle, within which some of the

number danced to the music of a scurvy organ and

a few other instruments, that uttered times very

suitable to the disposition of the hearers, while the

whole apartment was shrouded with clouds of

smoke impervious to the view. When our gentle-

men entered, the floor was occupied by two females

and their gallants, who, in the performance of then-

exercise, lifted their legs like so many oxen at

plough; and the pipe of one of those hoppers
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happening to be exhausted, in the midst of his

sarabrand, he very deliberately drew forth his to-

bacco-box, filling and lighting it again, -without any

interruption to the dance. Peregrine being un-

checked by the presence of his governor, who was

too tender of his own reputation to attend them in

this expedition, made up to a sprightly French girl

who sat in seeming expectation of a customer, and

prevailing upon her to be his partner, led her into

the circle, and, in his turn took the opportunity of

dancing a minuet, to the admiration of all present.

He intended to hare exhibited another specimen of

his ability in this art, when a captain of a Dutch

man-of-war chancing to come in, and seeing a

stranger engaged with the lady whom, it seems, he

had bespoke for his bedfellow, he advanced with-

out any ceremony, and seizing her by the arm,

pulled her to the other side of the room. Our ad-

venturer, who was not a man to put up with such a

brutal affront, followed the ravisher with indigna-

tion in his eyes ; and pushing him on one side, re-

took the subject of their contest, and led her back

to the place from whence she had been dragged.

The Dutchman, enraged at the youth's presumption,

obeyed the first dictates of his choler, and lent his

rival a hearty box on the ear ; which was imme-

diately repaid with interest, before our hero could

recollect himself sufficiently to lay his hand upon

his sword, and beckon the aggressor to the door.

Notwithstanding the confusion and disorder

which this affair produced in the room, and the en-

deavours of Pickle's company, who interposed, in

order to prevent bloodshed, the antagonists reached

the street ; and Peregrine drawing, was surprised

to see the captain advance against him with a long

knife, which he preferred to the sword that hung

by his side. The youth, confounded at this pre-

posterous behaviour, desired him, in the French

tongue, to lay aside that vulgar implement, and ap-

proach like a gentleman. But the Hollander, who
neither understood the proposal, nor would have

complied with his demand, had he been made
acquainted with his meaning, rushed forward like

a desperado, before his adversary could put himself

on his guard ; and if the young gentleman had not

been endued with surprising agility, his nose would

have fallen a sacrifice to the fury of the as-

sailant. Finding himself in such imminent jeo-

pardy, he leaped to one side, and the Dutchman

passing him, in the force of his career, he with one

nimble kick made such application to his enemy's

heels, that he flew like lightning into the canal,

where he had almost perished by pitching upon

one of the posts with which it is faced.

Peregrine having performed this exploit, did not

stay for the captain's coming on shore, but retreated

with all despatch, by the advice of his conductor ;

and next day embarked, with his companions, in

the Skuyt, for Haerlem, where they dined ; and in

the evening arrived at the ancient city of Leyden,

where they met with some English students, who
treated them with great hospitality. Not but that

the harmony of the conversation was that same

night interrupted by a dispute that arose between

one of those young gentlemen and the physician,

about the cold and hot methods of prescription in

the gout and rheumatism ; and proceeded to such

a degree of mutual reviling, that Pickle, ashamed

and incensed at his fellow-traveller's want of urba-

nity, espoused the other's cause, and openly rebuked

him for his unmannerly petulance, which, he said,

rendered him unfit for the purposes, and unworthy

of the benefit, of society. This unexpected decla-

ration overwhelmed the doctor with amazement

and confusion ; he was instantaneously deprived of

his speech, and, during the remaining part of the

party, sat in silent mortification. In all probabi-

lity, he deliberated with himself, whether or not he

should expostulate with the young gentleman on

the freedom he had taken with his character in a

company of strangers ; but as he knew he had not

a Pallet to deal with, he very prudently suppressed

that suggestion, and, in secret, chewed the cud of

resentment.

After they had visited the physic-garden, the

university, the anatomical hall, and every other

thing that was recommended to their view, they

returned to Rotterdam, and held a consultation

upon the method of transporting themselves to

England. The doctor, whose grudge against Pere-

grine was rather inflamed than aliayed by our

hero's indifference and neglect, had tampered with

the simplicity of the painter, who was proud of his

advances towards a perfect reconciliation, and now

took the opportunity of parting with our adventurer,

by declaring that he and his friend Mr. Pallet were

resolved to take their passage in a trading sloop,

after he had heard Peregrine object against that

tedious, disagreeable, and uncertain method of con-

veyance. Pickle immediately saw his intention,

and, without using the least argument to dissuade

them from their design, or expressing the smallest

degree of concern at their separation, very coolly

wished them a prosperous voyage, and ordered his

baggage to be sent to Helvoetsluys. There he

himself, and his retinue, went on board of the packet

next day, and, by the favour of a fair wind, in

eighteen hours arrived at Harwich.

CHAPTER LXY1.

Peregrine delivers his Letters of Recommendation at Lon-

don, and returns to the Garrison to the unspeakable joy of

the Commodore and his whole Family.

Now, that our hero found himself on English

ground, his heart dilated with the proud recollec-

tion of his own improvement since he left his native

soil. He began to recognise the interesting ideas

of his tender years j he enjoyed, by anticipation,

the pleasure of seeing his friends in the garrison,

after an absence of eighteen months ; and the image

of his charming Emily, which other less worthy

considerations had depressed, resumed the fu!' pos-

session of his breast. He remembered, with shame,

that he had neglected the correspondence with her

brother, which he himself had solicited, and in

consequence of which he had received a letter from

that young gentleman, while he lived at Paris. In

spite of these conscientious reflections, he was too

self-sufficient to think he should find any difficulty

in obtaining forgiveness for such sins of omission ;

and began to imagine that his passion would be

prejudicial to the dignity of his situation, if it could

not be gratified upon terms which formerly his

imagination durst not conceive.

Sorry I am, that the task I have undertaken,

lays me under the necessity of divulging this dege-

neracy in the sentiments of our imperious youth,

who was now in the heyday of his blood, flushed

with the consciousness of his own qualifications,

vain of his fortune, and elated on the wings of
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imaginary expectation. Though he was deeply en-

amoured of Miss Gauntlet, he was far from proposing

her heart as the ultimate aim of his gallantry, which,

he did not douht, would triumph over the most
illustrious females of the land, and at once regale

his appetite and ambition.

Meanwhile, being willing to make his appear-

ance at the garrison equally surprising and agree-

able, he cautioned Mr. Jolter against writing to the

commodore, who had not heard of them since their

departure from Paris, and hired a post-chaise and
horses, for London. The governor, going out to

give orders about the carriage, inadvertently left a

paper book open upon the table , and his pupil,

casting his eyes upon the page, chanced to read

these words: " Sept. 15. Arrived in safety, hy the

blessing of God, in this unhappy kingdom of

England. And thus concludes the journal of my
last peregrination." Peregrine's curiosity being

inflamed by this extraordinary conclusion, he
turned to the beginning, and perused several sheets

of a diary such as is commonly kept by that

class of people known by the denomination of

travelling governors, for the satisfaction of them-
selves and the parents or guardians of their pupils,

and for the edification and entertainment of their

friends.

That the reader may have a clear idea of Mr.
Jolter's performance, we shall transcribe the trans-

actions of one day, as he had recorded them ; and
that abstract will be a sufficient specimen of the

whole plan and execution of the work.
" May 3.—At eight o'clock, set out from Boulogne

in a post-chaise—the morning hazy and cold. For-
tified my stomach with a cordial. Recommended
ditto to Mr. P. as an antidote against the fog.

Mem. He refused it. The hither horse greased in

the off-pastern of the hind leg. Arrived at Samers.
Mem. This last was a post and a half, i. e. three

leagues, or nine English miles. The day clears

up. A fine champaign country, well stored with
corn. The postillion says his prayers in passing by
a wooden crucifix upon the road. Mem. The horses

staled in a small brook that runs in a bottom, be-

twixt two hills. Arrive at Cormont. A common
post. A dispute with my pupil, who is obstinate,

and swayed by an unlucky prejudice. Proceed
to Montreuil, where we dine on choice pigeons.

A very moderate charge. No chamber-pot in the

room, owing to the negligence of the maid. This
is an ordinary post. Set out again for Nampont.
Troubled with flatulencies and indigestion. Mr. P.

is sullen, and seems to mistake an eructation for

the breaking of wind backwards. From Nampont
depart for Bernay, at which place we arrive in the
evening, and propose to stay all night. N. B. The
two last are double posts, and our cattle very wil-

ling, though not strong. Sup on a delicate ragout
and excellent partridges, in company with Mr. H.
and his spouse. Mem. The said H. trod upon niy
corn by mistake. Discharge the bill, which is not
very reasoaable. Dispute with Mr. P. about giving
money to the servant. He insists upon my giving
a twenty-four sols piece, which is too much by two-
thirds, in all conscience. N.B. She was a pert
baggage, and did not deserve a liard."

Our hero was so much disobliged with certain

circumstances of this amusing and instructing jour-
nal, that, by way of punishing the author, he inter-
lined these words betwixt two paragraphs, in a
manner that exactly resembled the tutor's hand-

writing :
—" Mem. Had the pleasure of drinking

myself into a sweet intoxication, by toasting our
lawful king, and his royal family, among some
worthy English fathers of the Society of Jesus."

Having taken this revenge, he set out for Lon-
don, where he waited upon those noblemen to whom
he had letters of recommendation from Paris ; and
was not only graciously received, but even loaded
with caresses and proffers of service, because they

understood he was a young gentleman of fortune,

who, far from standing in need of their counte-

nance or assistance, would make an useful and
creditable addition to the number of their adhe-

rents. He had the honour of dining at their tables,

in consequence of pressing invitations, and of

spending several evenings with the ladies, to whom
he was particularly agreeable, on account of his

person, address, and bleeding freely at play.

Being thus initiated in thebeau monde, he thought
it was high time to pay his respects to his generous

benefactor, the commodore ; and, accordingly, de-

parted one morning, with his train, for the garrison,

at which he arrived in safety the same night.

When he entered the gate, which was opened by
a new servant that did not know him, he found his

old friend, Hatchway, stalking in the yard, with a

night-cap on his head, and a pipe in his mouth

;

and, advancing to him, took him by the hand be-

fore he had any intimation of his approach. The
lieutenant, thus saluted by a stranger, stared at him
in silent astonishment, till he recollected his fea-

tures, which were no sooner known, than, dashing

the pipe upon the pavement, he exclaimed, " Smite

my cross-trees ! th'art welcome to port ;" and hug-

ged him in his arms with great affection. He then,

by a cordial squeeze, expressed his satisfaction at

seeing his old shipmate, Tom, who, applying his

whistle to his mouth, the whole castle echoed with

his performance.

The servants, hearing the well-known sound,

poured out in a tumult of joy ; and, understanding

that their young master was returned, raised such

a peal of acclamation, as astonished the commodore
and his lady, and inspired Julia with such an inte-

resting presage, that her heart began to throb with

violence. Running out in the hurry and pertur-

bation of her hope, she was so much overwhelmed

at sight of her brother, that she actually fainted in

his arms. But from this trance she soon awaked

;

and Peregrine, having testified his pleasure and

affection, went up stairs, and presented himself

before his godfather and aunt. Mrs. Trunnion rose

and received him with a gracious embrace, blessing

God for his happy return from a land of impiety

and vice, in which she hoped his morals had not

been corrupted, nor his principles of religion altered

or impaired. The old gentleman being confined to

his chair, was struck dumb with pleasure at his

appearance
;
and, having made divers ineffectual

efforts to get up, at length discharged a volley of

curses against his own limbs, and held out his hand

to his godson, who kissed it with great respect.

After he had finished his apostrophe to the gout,

which was the daily and hourly subject of his exe-

crations, " Well, my lad," said he, " I care not

how soon I go to the bottom, now I behold thee

safe in harbour again ; and yet I tell a d—n'd lie.

I would I could keep afloat until I should see a lusty

boy of thy begetting. Odds my timbers ! I love

thee so well, that I believe thou art the spawn of

my own body
;
though I can give no account of
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thy being put upon the stocks." Then, turning his

eye upon Pipes, who by this time had penetrated

into his apartment, and addressed him with the

usual salutation of, " What cheer ?" " A-hey,"
cried he, " are you there, you herring-faced son of

a sea-calf? What a slippery trick you played your
old commander ! But come, you dog, there's my
fist ; I forgive you, for the love you bear to my
godson. Go, man your tackle, and hoist a cask of

strong beer into the yard, knock out the bung, and
put a pump in it, for the use of all my servants and
neighbours ; and, d'ye hear, let the partereroes be

fired, and the garrison illuminated, as rejoicings for

the safe arrival of your master. By the Lord ! if I

had the use of these d—n'd shambling shanks, I

would dance a hornpipe with the best of you."

The next object of his attention was Mr. Jolter,

who was honoured with particular marks of dis-

tinction, and the repeated promise of enjoying the

Jiving in his gift, as an acknowledgment of the care

and discretion with which he had superintended

the education and morals of our hero. The gover-

nor was so affected by the generosity of his patron,

that the tears ran down his cheeks, while he ex-

pressed his gratitude, and the infinite satisfaction

he felt in contemplating the accomplishments of

his pupil.

Meanwhile, Pipes did not neglect the orders he
had received. The beer was produced, the gates

were thrown open for the admission of all comers,

the whole house was lighted up, and the partereroes

were discharged in repeated volleys. Such phe-

nomena could not fail to attract the notice of the

neighbourhood. The club at Tunley's were asto-

nished at the report of the guns, which produced
various conjectures among the members of that

sagacious society. The landlord observed, that,

in all likelihood, the commodore was visited by
hobgoblins, and ordered the guns to be fired in

token of distress, as he had acted twenty years

before, when he was annoyed by the same griev-

ance. The exciseman, with a waggish sneer, ex-

pressed his apprehension of Trunnion's death, in

consequence of which the partereroes might be dis-

charged with an equivocal intent, either as signals

of his lady's sorrow or rejoicing. The attorney

signified a suspicion of Hatchway's being married

to Miss Pickle, and that the firing and illuminations

were in honour of the nuptials
;
upon which Ga-

maliel discovered some faint signs of emotion, and,

taking the pipe from his mouth, gave it as his opi-

nion, that his sister was brought to bed.

While they were thus bewildered in the maze of

their own imaginations, a company of countrymen,

who sat drinking in the kitchen, and whose legs

were more ready than their invention, sallied out

to know the meaning of these exhibitions. Under-
standing that there was a butt of strong beer

a-broach in the yard, to which they were invited

by the servants, they saved themselves the trouble

and expense of returning to spend the evening at

the public house, and listed themselves under the

banner of Tom Pipes, who presided as director of

this festival.

The news of Peregrine's return being com-
municated to the parish, the parson, and three or

four neighbouring gentlemen, who were wellwishers

to our hero, immediately repaired to the garrison,

in order to pay their compliments on this happy-

event, and were detained to supper. An elegant

entertainment was prepared by the direction of

Miss Julia, who was an excellent housewife ; and
the commodore was so invigorated with joy, that he
seemed to have renewed his age.

Among those who honoured the occasion with

their presence was Mr. Clover, the young gentle-

man that made his addresses to Peregrine's sister.

His heart was so big with his passion, that, while

the rest of the company were engrossed by their

cups, he seized an opportunity of our hero's being

detached from the conversation, and, in the im-

patience of his love, conjured him to consent to his

happiness
;
protesting, that he would comply with

any terms of settlement that a man of his fortune

could embrace, in favour of a young lady who was
absolute mistress of his affection.

Our youth thanked him very politely for his

favourable sentiments and honourable intention

towards his sister, and told him, that at present he

saw no reason to obstruct his desire ; that he
would consult Julia's own inclinations, and confer

with him about the means of gratifying his wish
;

but, in the mean time, begged to be excused from
discussing any point of such importance to them
both. Reminding him of the jovial purpose on
which they were happily met, he promoted such a
quick circulation of the bottle, that their mirth

grew noisy and obstreperous ;
they broke forth

into repeated peals of laughter, without any pre-

vious incitement except that of claret. These
explosions were succeeded by Bacchanalian songs,

in which the old gentleman himself attempted to

bear a share ; the sedate governor snapped time

with his fingers, and the parish priest assisted in

the chorus with a most expressive nakedness of

countenance. Before midnight they were almost

all pinned to their chairs, as if they had been

fixed by the power of enchantment ; and, what
rendered the confinement still more unfortunate,

every servant in the house was in the same situation

;

so that they were fain to take their repose as they

sat, and nodded at each other like a congregation

of Anabaptists.

Next day Peregrine communed with his sister

on the subject of her match with Mr. Clover,

who, she told him, had offered to settle a jointure

of four hundred pounds, and take her to wife

without any expectation of a dowry. She more-
over gave him to understand, that, in his absence,

she had received several messages from her mother,

commanding her to return to her father's house
;

but that she had refused to obey these orders, by
the advice and injunction of her aunt and the

commodore, which were indeed seconded by her
own inclination ; because she had all the reason in

the world to believe, that her mother only wanted
an opportunity of treating her with severity and
rancour. The resentment of that lady had been
carried to such indecent lengths, that, seeing her

daughter at church one day, she rose up, before the

parson entered, and reviled her with great bitter-

ness, in the face of the whole congregation.

CHAPTER LXVn.
Sees his Sister happily married—Visits Emilia, who receives

him according to his Deserts.

Her brother being of opinion, that Mr. Clover's

proposal was not to be neglected, especially as

Julia's heart was engaged in his favour, com-
municated the affair to his uncle, who, with the
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approbation of Mrs. Trunnion, declared himself

•well satisfied -with the young man's addresses, and

desired that they might be buckled with all ex-

pedition, -without the knowledge or concurrence of

her parents, to whom (on account of their unnatural

barbarity) she -was not bound to pay the least

regard. Though our adventurer entertained the

same sentiments of the matter, and the lover,

dreading some obstruction, earnestly begged the

immediate condescension of his mistress, she could

not be prevailed upon to take such a material step,

-without having first solicited the permission of her

father, resolved, nevertheless, to comply -with the

dictates of her own heart, should his objections be

frivolous or unjust.

Urged by this determination, her admirer waited

upon Mr. Gamaliel at the public-house, and, with

the appearance of great deference and respect,

made him acquainted with his affection for his

daughter, communicated the particulars of his

fortune, with the terms of settlement he was ready

to make ; and in conclusion told him, that he would

marry her without a portion. This last offer seemed

to have some weight with the father, who received

it with civility, and promised in a day or two to

favour him with a final answer to his demand. He,

accordingly, that same evening consulted his wife,

who being exasperated at the prospect of her

daughter's independency, argued with the most

virulent expostulation against the match, as an

impudent scheme of her own planning, with a view

of insulting her parents, towards whom she had

already been guilty of the most vicious disobedience.

In short, she used such remonstrances, as not only

averted this weak husband's inclination from the

proposal which he had relished before, but even

instigated him to apply for a warrant to apprehend

his daughter, on the supposition that she was about

to bestow herself in marriage without his privity

or consent.

The justice of peace to whom this application

was made, though he could not refuse the order,

yet, being no stranger to the malevolence of the

mother, which, together with Gamaliel's simplicity,

was notorious in the county, he sent an intimation

of what had happened to the garrison ;
upon which

a couple of sentinels were placed on the gate, and

at the pressing solicitation of the lover, as well as

the desire of the commodore, her brother, and

aunt, Julia was wedded without further delay ; the

ceremony being performed by Mr. Jolter, because

the parish priest prudently declined any occasion

of giving offence, and the curate was too much in

the interest of their enemies to be employed in

that office.

This domestic concern being settled to the satis-

faction of our hero, he escorted her next day to the

house of her husband, who immediately wrote a

letter to her father, declaring his reasons for having

thus superseded his authority ; and Mrs. Pickle's

mortification was unspeakable.

That the new married couple might be guarded

against all insult, our young gentleman and his

friend Hatchway, with their adherents, lodged in

Mr. Clover's house for some weeks ;
during which

they visited their acquaintance in the neighbourhood,

according to custom. When the tranquillity of their

family was perfectly established, and the contract

of marriage executed in the presence of the old

commodore and his lady, who gave her niece five

hundred pounds to purchase jewels and clothes,

Mr. Peregrine could no longer restrain his im-

patience to see his dear Emily ; and told his uncle,

that next day he proposed to ride across the country,

in order to visit his friend Gauntlet whom he had

not heard of for a long time.

The old gentleman, looking stedfastly in his face,

" Ah ! d—n your cunning !" said he, " I find the

anchor holds fast ! I did suppose as how you would

have slipt your cable, and changed your berth ;

but, I see, when a young fellow is once brought up

by a pretty wench, he may man his capstans and

viol block, if he wool ; but he'll as soon heave up

the Pike of Teneriffe, as bring his anchor a-weigh

!

Odds heartlikins ! had I known the young woman
was Ned Gauntlet's daughter, I shouldn't have

thrown out signal for leaving off chase."

Our adventurer was not a little surprised to hear

the commodore talk in this style ; and immediately

conjectured that his friend Godfrey had informed

him of the whole affair. Instead of listening to

this approbation of his flame, with those transports

of joy which he would have felt, had he retained

his former sentiments, he was chagrined at Trun-

nion's declaration, and offended at the presumption

of the young soldier, in presuming to disclose the

secret with which he had intrusted him. Redden-

ing with these reflections, he assured the commo-

dore that he never had serious thoughts of

matrimony ; so that, if any person had told him he

was under any engagement of that kind, he had

abused his ear; for he protested that he would

never contract such attachments without his know-

ledge and express permission.

Trunnion commended him for his prudent reso-

lution, and observed, that, though no person men-

tioned to him what promises had passed betwixt

him and his sweetheart, it was very plain that he

had made love to her, and therefore it was to be

supposed that his intentions were honourable ; for

he could not believe he was such a rogue in his

heart, as to endeavour to debauch the daughter of

a brave officer, who had served his country with

credit and reputation. Notwithstanding this re-

monstrance, which Pickle imputed to the commo-

dore's ignorance of the world, he set out for the

habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet, with the unjustifiable

sentiments of a man of pleasure, who sacrifices

every consideration to the desire of his ruling appe-

tite ; and, as Winchester lay in his way, resolved

to visit some of his friends who lived in that place.

It was in the house of one of these that he was in-

formed of Emilia's being then in town with her

mother ;
upon which he excused himself from stay-

ing to drink tea, and immediately repaired to their

lodgings, according to the directions he had received.

When he arrived at the door, instead of under-

going that perturbation of spirits, which a lover in

his interesting situation might be supposed to feel,

he suffered no emotion but that of vanity and pride,

favoured with an opportunity of self-gratification,

and entered his Emilia's apartment with the air of

a conceited petit-maitre, rather than that of the

respectful admirer, when he visits the object of his

passion, after an absence of seventeen months.

The young lady, having been very much dis-

obliged at his mortifying neglect of her brother's

letter, had summoned all her own pride and reso-

lution to her aid ; and, by means of a happy

disposition, so far overcame her chagrin at his in-

difference, that she was able to behave in his pre-

sence with apparent tranquillity and ease. She
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was even pleased to find he had, by accident, chosen

a time for his visit when she was surrounded by

two or three young gentlemen, who professed them-

selves her admirers. Our gallant was no sooner

announced, than she collected all her coquetry, put

on the gayest air she could assume, and contrived

to giggle just as he appeared at the room door.

The compliments of salutation being performed, she

welcomed him to England in a careless manner,

asked the news of Paris, and, before he could make

any reply, desired one of the other gentlemen to

proceed with the sequel of that comical adven-

ture, in the relation of which he had been in-

terrupted. .

Peregrine smiled within himself at this behaviour,

which, without all doubt, he believed she had af-

fected to punish him for his unkind silence while

he was abroad, being fully persuaded that her heart

was absolutely at his devotion. On this supposition,

he practised his Parisian improvements on the art

of conversation, and uttered a thousand prettmesses

in the way of compliment, with such incredible

rotation of tongue, that his rivals were struck dumb

with astonishment, and Emilia fretted out of all

temper, at seeing herself deprived of the preroga-

tive of the sex. He persisted, however, in this

surprising loquacity, until the rest of the company

thought proper to withdraw, and then contracted

his discourse into the focus of love, which now put

on a very different appearance from that which it

had formerly worn. Instead of awful veneration

which her presence used to inspire, that chastity ot

sentiment, and delicacy of expression, he now gazed

upon her with the eyes of a libertine, he glowed

with the impatience of desire, talked in a strain

that barely kept within the bounds of decency, and

attempted to oUatch such favours, as she, m the

tenderness of mutual acknowledgment, had once

vouchsafed to bestow.

Grieved and offended as she was, at this palpable

alteration in his carriage, she disdained to remind

him of his former deportment, and, with dissembled

good humour, rallied him on the progress he had

made in gallantry and address. But, far from sub-

mitting to the liberties he would have taken, she

kept her person sacred from his touch, and would

not even suffer him to ravish a kiss of her fan-

hand ; so that he reaped no other advantage from

the exercise of his talents, during this interview,

which lasted a whole hour, than that of knowing

he had overrated his own importance, and that

Emily's heart was not a garrison likely to surrender

at discretion. .

At length his addresses were interrupted by the

arrival of the mother, who had gone abroad to visit

by herself; and the conversation becoming more

general, he understood that Godfrey was at Lon-

don, soliciting for a lieutenancy that had fallen

vacant in the regiment to which he belonged ;
and

that Miss Sophy was at home with her father.

Though our adventurer had not met with all the

success he expected by his first visit, he did not

despair of reducing the fortress, believing that m
time there would be a mutiny in his favour, and

accordingly carried on the siege for several days,

without profiting by his perseverance; till, at

length, having attended the ladies to their own

, house in the country, he began to look upon this

' adventure as time misspent, and resolved to discon-

tinue his attack, in hopes of meeting with a more

favourable occasion ;
being, in the meantime, am-

bitious of displaying, in a higher sphere, those

qualifications which his vanity told him were at

present misapplied.

CHAPTER LXVHI.

He attends his Uncle with great Affection during a fit of

Illness-Sets out again for London—Meets with his Friend

Godfrey, who is prevailed upon to accompany him to Bath;

on the Road to which place they chance to Dine with a

Person who entertains them with a curious Account of a

certain Company of Adventurers.

Thus determined, he took leave of Emilia and her

mother, on pretence of going to London upon some

urgent business, and returned to the garrison, leav-

ing the good old lady very much concerned, and

the daughter incensed at his behaviour, which was

the more unexpected, because Godfrey had told

them that the commodore approved of his nephew s

passion. „ ,

Our adventurer found his uncle so ill ot the

gout which, for the first time, had taken possession

of his stomach, that his life was in imminent danger,

and the whole family in disorder. He therefore

took the reins of government in his own hands, sent

for all the physicians in the neighbourhood, and

attended him in person with the most affectionate

care during the whole fit, which lasted a fortnight,

and then retired before the strength of his con-

stitution. . .

When the old gentleman recovered his health,

he was so penetrated with Peregrine's behaviour,

that he actually would have made over to him his

whole fortune, and depended upon him for his own

subsistence, had not our youth opposed the execu-

tion of the deed with all his influence and might,

and even persuaded him to make a will, m which

his friend Hatchway, and all his other adherents,

were liberally remembered, and his aunt provided

for on her own terms. This material point being

settled, he, with his uncle's permission, departed

for London, after having seen the family afiairs

established under the direction and administration

of Mr. Jolter and the lieutenant ; for, by this time,

Mrs. Trunnion was wholly occupied with her

spiritual concerns.

On his first arrival at London, he sent a card to

the lodgings of Gauntlet, in consequence ot a di-

rection from his mother ; and that young gentle-

man waited on him next morning, though not with

that alacrity of countenance and warmtii ot friend-

ship which might have been expected from the

intimacy of their former connexion. Nor was

Peregrine himself actuated by the same unreserved

affection for the soldier which he had formerly

entertained. Godfrey, over and above the offence

he had taken at Pickle's omission m point of cor-

responding with him, had been informed, by a letter

from his mother, of the youth's cavalier behaviour

to Emilia, during his last residence at Winchester

;

and our young gentleman, as we have already ob-

served, was disgusted at the supposed discovery

which the soldier had made in his absence to the

commodore. They perceived their mutual umbrage

at meeting, and received each other with that civi-

lity of reserve which commonly happens between

two persons whose friendship is in the wane.

Gauntlet at once divined the cause of the other s

displeasure; and, in order to vindicate his own

character, after the first compliments were passed,

took the opportunity, on inquiring after the health
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of the commodore, to tell Peregrine, that, -while he
tarried at the garrison, on his return from Dover, the

subject of the conversation, one night, happening
to turn on our hero's passion, the old gentleman
had expressed his concern about that affair; and,

among other observations, said, he supposed the

object of his love was some paltry hussy, whom he
had picked up when he was a boy at school. Upon
which, Mr. Hatchway assured him, that she was a

youngwoman ofas good a family as any in the county

;

and, after having prepossessed him in her favour,

ventured, out of the zeal of his friendship, to tell

who she was. Wherefore, the discovery was not

to be imputed to any other cause ; and he hoped
Mr. Pickle would acquit him of all share in the

transaction.

Peregrine was very well pleased to be thus un-
deceived ; his countenance immediately cleared up,

the formality of his behaviour relaxed into his usual

familiarity ; he asked pardon for his unmannerly
neglect of Godfrey's letter, which, he protested, was
not owing to any disregard, or abatement of friend-

ship, but to a hurry of youthful engagements, in

consequence of which he had procrastinated his

answer from time to time, until he was ready to

return in person.

The young soldier was contented with this apo-

logy ; and, as Pickle's intention, with respect to

his sister, was still dubious and undeclared, he did

not think it was incumbent upon him, as yet, to ex-
press any resentment on that score ; but was wise
enough to foresee, that the renewal of his inti-

macy with our young gentleman might be the

means of reviving that flame which had been dis-

sipated by a variety ofnew ideas. With those senti-

ments, he laid aside all reserve, and their communi-
cation resumed its former channel. Peregrine made
him acquainted with all the adventures in which he
had been engaged since their parting ; and he, with
the same confidence, related the remarkable incidents

of his own fate ; among other things, giving him
to understand, that, upon obtaining a commission in

the arm}% the father of his dear Sophy, without
once inquiring about the occasion of his promotion,
had not only favoured him with his countenance in

a much greater degree than heretofore, but also

contributed his interest, and even promised the
assistance of his purse, in procuring for him a

lieutenancy, which he was then soliciting with all

his power
;
whereas, if he had not been enabled, by

a most accidental piece of good fortune, to lift him-
self into the sphere of an officer, he had all the
reason in the world to believe that this gentleman,
and all the rest of his wealthy relations, would have
suffered him to languish in obscurity and distress

;

and by turning his misfortune into reproach, made
it a plea for their own want of generosity and
friendship.

Peregrine, understanding the situation of his
friend's affairs, would have accommodated him
upon the instant with a sum to accelerate the
passage of his commission through the offices ; but,
being too well acquainted with his scrupulous dispo-
sition, to manifest his benevolence in that manner,
he found means to introduce himself to one of the
gentlemen of the war office, who was so well satis-

fied with the arguments used in behalf of his friend,
that Godfrey's business was transacted in a very-
few days, though he himself knew nothing of his
interest being thus reinforced.
By this time, the season at Bath was begun ; and

our hero, panting with the desire of distinguishing

himself at that resort of the fashionable world,

communicated his design of going thither to his

friend Godfrey, whom he importuned to accompany
him in the excursion ; and leave of absence from
his regiment being obtained by the influence of
Peregrine's new quality friends, the two companions
departed from London in a post-chaise, attended, as

usual, by the valet-de-chambre and Pipes, who were
become almost as necessary to our adventurer as

any two of his own organs.

At the inn, when they alighted for dinner, God-
frey perceived a person walking by himself in the

yard, with a very pensive air, and, upon observing
him more narrowly, recognised him to be a pro-

fessed gamester, whom he had formerly known at

Tunbridge. On the strength of this acquaintance,

he accosted the peripatetic, who knew him imme-
diately

;
and, in the fulness of his grief and vexa-

tion, told him, that he was now on his return from
Bath, where he had been stripped by a company of

sharpers, who resented that he should presume to

trade upon his own bottom.

Peregrine, who was extremely curious in his

inquiries, imagining that he might learn some en-

tertaining and useful anecdotes from this artist,

invited him to dinner, and was accordingly fully

informed of all the political systems at Bath.

He understood that there was at London one great

company of adventurers, who employed agents in

all the different branches of imposition throughout

the whole kingdom of England, allowing these

ministers a certain proportion ofthe profits accruing

from their industry and skill, and reserving the

greatest share for the benefit of the common stock,

which was chargeable with the expense of fitting

out individuals in their various pursuits, as well as

with the loss sustained in the course of their ad-

ventures. Some, whose persons and qualifications

are by the company judged adequate to the task,

exert their talents in making love to ladies of for-

tune, being accommodated with money and accou-

trements for that purpose, after having given their

bonds payable to one or other of the directors, on
the day of marriage, for certain sums, proportioned

to the dowries they are to receive. Others, versed

in the doctrine of chances, and certain secret ex-

pedients, frequent all those places where games of

hazard are allowed ; and such as are masters in the

arts of billiards, tennis, and bowls, are continually

lying in wait, in all the scenes of these diversions,

for the ignorant and unwary. A fourth class

attend horse races, being skilled in those mysterious

practices by which the knowing ones are taken in.

Nor is this community unfurnished with those

who lay wanton wives and old rich widows under

contribution, and extort money, by prostituting

themselves to the embraces of their own sex, and
then threatening their admirers with prosecution.

But their most important returns are made by that

body of their undertakers who exercise their under-

standings in the innumerable stratagems of the

card table, at which no sharper can be too infamous

to be received, and even caressed by persons of the

highest rank and distinction. Among other ar-

ticles of intelligence, our young gentleman learned,

that those agents, by whom their guest was broke,

and expelled from Bath, had constituted a bank
against all sporters, and monopolized the advantage

in all sorts of play. He then told Gauntlet, that, if

he would put himself under his direction, he would
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return -with them, and lay such a scheme as would

infallibly ruin the whole society at billiards, as he

knew that Godfrey excelled them all in his know-

ledge of that game.

The soldier excused himself from engaging m
any party of that kind; and after dinner the

travellers parted ;
but, as the conversation between

the two friends turned upon the information they

had received, Peregrine projected a plan for punish-

ing those villanous pests of society, who prey upon

their fellow-creatures ; and it was put in execution

by Gauntlet in the following manner.

CHAPTEE LXIX.

Godfrey executes a Scheme at Bath, by which a whole Com-

pany of Sharpers is ruined.

On the evening after their arrival at Bath, Godfrey,

who had kept himself up all day for that purpose,

went in boots to the billiard table ; and, two gen-

tlemen being at play, began to bet with so little

appearance of judgment, that one of the adven-

turers then present was inflamed with the desire of

profiting by his inexperience ; and, when the table

was vacant, invited him to take a game for amuse-

ment. The soldier, assuming the air of a self-

conceited dupe, answered, that he did not choose

to throw away his time for nothing, but, if he

pleased, would piddle for a crown a game. This

declaration was very agreeable to the other, who

wanted to be further confirmed in the opinion he

had conceived of the stranger, before he would

play for any thing of consequence. The party

being accepted, Gauntlet put off his coat, and, be-

ginning with seeming eagerness, won the first

game, because his antagonist kept up his play with

a view of encouraging him to wager a greater sum.

The soldier purposely bit at the hook, the stakes

were doubled, and he was again victorious, by the

permission of his competitor. He now began to

yawn ; and observing, that it was not worth his

while to proceed in such a childish manner ; the

other swore, in an affected passion, that he would

play him for twenty guineas. The proposal being

embraced, through the connivance of Godfrey, the

money was won by the sharper, who exerted his

dexterity to the uttermost, fearing that otherwise

his adversary would decline continuing the game.

Godfrey thus conquered, pretended to lose his

temper, cursed his own ill luck, swore that the table

had a cast, and that the balls did not run true,

changed his mast, and with great warmth, chal-

lenged his enemy to double the sum. The gamester,

who feigned reluctance, complied with his desire ;

and having got the two first hazards, offered to lay

one hundred guineas to fifty on the game I he

odds were taken; and Godfrey having allowed

himself to be overcome, began to rage with great

violence, broke the mast to pieces, threw the balls

out of the window, and, in the fury of his indigna-

tion defied his antagonist to meet him to-morrow,

when he should be refreshed from the fatigue of

travelling. This was a very welcome invitation to

the o-amester, who, imagining that the soldier would

t a-n°out a most beneficial prize, assured him, that

he would not fail to be there next forenoon, in

order to give him his revenge.

Gauntlet went home to his lodgings, fully certi-

fied of his own superiority ; and took his measures

with Peregrine, touching the prosecution of then-

scheme ;
while his opponent made a report of his

success to the brethren of the gang, who resolved

to be present at the decision of the match, with a

view of taking advantage of the stranger's passion-

ate disposition.

Affairs being thus concerted on both sides, the

players met, according to appointment, and the

room was immediately filled with spectators, who
either came thither by accident, curiosity, or design.

The match was fixed for one hundred pounds a

game, the principals chose their instruments, and

laid aside their coats, and one of the knights of the

order proffered to lay another hundred on the head of

his associate. Godfrey took him upon the instant.

A second worthy of the same class, seeing him so

eager, challenged him to treble the sum ; and his

proposal met with the same reception, to the asto-

nishment of the company, whose expectation was
raised to a very interesting pitch. The game was

begun, and the soldier having lost the first hazard,

the odds were offered by the confederacy with great

vociferation ; but nobody would run such a risk in

favour of a person who was utterly unknown. The
sharper having gained the second also, the noise

increased to a surprising clamour, not only of the

gang, but likwise of almost all the spectators, who
desired to lay two to one against the brother of

Emilia.

Peregrine, who was present, perceiving the cupi-

dity of the association sutficiently inflamed, all of a

sudden opened his mouth, and answered their bets,

to the amount of twelve hundred pounds ; which

were immediately deposited, on both sides, in

money and notes ; so that this was, perhaps, the

most important game that ever was played at bil-

liards. Gauntlet seeing the agreement settled,

struck his antagonist's ball into the pocket in a

twinkling, though it was in one of those situations

which are supposed to be against the striker. The
betters were a little discomposed at this event, for

which, however, they consoled themselves by im-

puting the success to accident ; but when, at the

very next stroke, he sprung it over the table, their

countenances underwent an instantaneous distrac-

tion of feature, and they waited, in the most

dreadful suspense, for the next hazard, which being

likewise taken with infinite ease by the soldier, the

blood forsook their cheeks, and the interjection

Zounds '. pronounced with a look of consternation,

and in a tone of despair, proceeded from every

mouth at the same instant of time. They were

overwhelmed with horror and astonishment at see-

ing three hazards taken in as many strokes, from a

person of their friend's dexterity; and shrewdly

suspected, that the whole was a scheme precon-

certed for their destruction. On this supposition,

they changed the note, and attempted to hedge for

their own indemnification, by proposing to lay the

odds in favour of Gauntlet ; but so much was the

opinion of the company altered by that young gen-

tleman's success, that no one would venture to

espouse the cause of his competitor, who, chancing

to improve his game by the addition of another

lucky hit, diminished the concern, and revived the

hopes of his adherents. But this gleam of fortune

did not long continue. Godfrey collected his whole

art and capacity, and augmenting his score to num-
ber ten, indulged himself with a view of the whole

fraternity. The visages of these professors had

adopted different shades of complexion at every

hazard he had taken ; from their natural colour

they had shifted into a sallow hue ; from thence
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into pale ; from pale into yellow, which degenerated

into a mahogony tint ; and now they saw seventeen

hundred pounds of their stock depending upon a

single stroke, they stood like so many swarthy

Moors, jaundiced with terror and vexation. The

fire which naturally glowed in the cheeks and nose

of the player, seemed utterly extinct, and his car-

buncles exhibited a livid appearance, as if a gan-

grene had already made some progress in his face

;

his hand began to shake, and his whole frame was

seized with such trepidation, that he was fain to

swallow a bumper of brandy, in order to re-establish

the tranquillity of his nerves. This expedient, how-

ever, did not produce the desired effect ; for he

aimed the ball at the lead with such discomposure,

that it struck on the wrong side, and came off at

an angle which directed it full in the middle hole.

This fatal accident was attended with an universal

groan, as if the whole universe had gone to wreck ;

and notwithstanding that tranquillity for which ad-

venturers are so remarkable, this loss made such an

impression upon them all, that each in particular

manifested his chagrin, by the most violent emo-

tions. One turned up his eyes to heaven, and bit

his nether lip ; another gnawed his fingers, while

he stalked across the room ; a third blasphemed

with horrid imprecations ; and he who played the

party sneaked off, grinding his teeth together, with

a look that baffles all description, and, as he crossed

the threshold, exclaiming, " Ad—d bite, by G—^d
!"

The victors, after having insulted them, by asking,

if they were disposed for another chance, carried

of their winning, with the appearance of great

composure, though in their hearts they were

transported with unspeakable joy ; not so much
on account of the booty they had gained, as in con-

sideration of having so effectually destroyed such a

nest of pernicious miscreants.

Peregrine, believing that now he had found an

opportunity of serving his friend, without giving

offence to the delicacy of his honour, told him,

upon their arrival at their lodgings, that fortune

had at length enabled him to become in a manner
independent, or at least make himself easy in his

circumstances, by purchasing a company with the

money he had won. So saying, he put his share

of the success in Gauntlet's hand, as a sum that of

right belonged to him, and promised to writ'-' in his

behalf to a nobleman, who had interest enough to

promote such a quick rise in the service.

Godfrey thanked him for his obliging intention,

but absolutely refused, with great loftiness of de-

meanour, to appropriate to his own use any part of

the money which Pickle had gained, and seemed

affronted "at the other's entertaining a sentiment so

unworthy of his character. He would not even

accept, in the way of loan, such an addition to his

own stock, as would amount to the price of a com-

pany of foot ; but expressed great confidence in

the future exertion of that talent which had been

blessed with such a prosperous beginning. Our
hero finding him thus obstinately deaf to the voice

of his own interest, resolved to govern himself in

his next endeavours of friendship, by his experi-

ence of this ticklish punctilio ;
and, in the mean

time, gave a handsome benefaction to the hospital,

out of these first-fruits of the success in play, and
reserved two hundred pounds for a set of diamond
ear-rings and solitaire, which he intended for a pre-

sent to Miss Emily.

CHAPTER LXX.

The two Friends eclipse all their Competitors in Gallantry,

and practise a pleasant Project of Revenge upon the Phy-

sicians of the Place.

The fame of their exploit against the sharpers was
immediately diffused through all the companies at

Bath ; so that, when our adventurers appeared in

public, they were pointed out by an hundred ex-

tended fingers, and considered as consummate
artists in all the different species of finesse, which

they would not fail to practise with the first oppor-

tunity. Nor was this opinion of their characters

any obstacle to their reception into the fashionable

parties in the place ; but, on the contrary, such a

recommendation, which, as I have already hinted,

never fails to operate for the advantage of the

possessor.

This first adventure, therefore, served them as

an introduction to the company at Bath, who were

not a little surprised to find their expectations

baffled by the conduct of the two companions

;

because, far from engaging deeply at play, they

rather shunned all occasions of gaming, and directed

their attention to gallantry, in which our hero shone

unrivalled. His external qualifications, exclusive

of any other merit, were strong enough to captivate

the common run of the female sex ; and these, rein-

forced with a sprightliness of conversation, and a

most insinuating address, became irresistible, even

by those who were fortified with pride, caution, or

indifference. But, among all the nymphs of this

gay place, he did not meet with one object that

disputed the empire of his heart with Emilia, and

therefore he divided his attachment according to

the suggestions of vanity and whim ; so that, before

he had resided a fortnight at Bath, he had set all

the ladies by the ears, and furnished all the hundred

tongues of scandal with full employment. The
splendour of his appearance excited the inquiries

of envy, which, instead of discovering any cir-

cumstance to his prejudice, was cursed with the

information of his being a young gentleman of a

good family, and heir to an immense fortune.

The countenance of some of his quality friends,

who arrived at Bath, confirmed this piece of intelli-

gence. Upon which his acquaintance was courted

and cultivated with great assiduity; and he met

with such advances from some of the fair sex, as

rendered him extremely fortunate in his amours.

Nor was his friend Godfrey a stranger to favours

of the same kind ; his accomplishments were exactly

calculated for the meridian of female taste ;
and,

with certain individuals of that sex, his muscular

frame, and the robust connexion of his limbs, were

more attractive than the delicate proportions of his

companion. He accordingly reigned paramount

among those inamoratas who were turned of thirty,

without being under the necessity of proceeding by

tedious addresses, and was thought to have co-

operated with the waters in removing the sterility

of certain ladies, who had long undergone the

reproach and digust of their husbands; while Pere-

grine set up his throne among those who laboured

under the disease of celibacy, from the pert Miss of

fifteen, who, with a fluttering heart, tosses her head,

bridles up, and giggles involuntarily at sight of an

handsome young man, to the staid maid of twenty-

eight, who, with a demure aspect, moralises on the

vanity of beauty, the folly of youth, and simplicity

of woman, and expatiates on friendship, benevo-
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lence, and good sense, in the style of a Platonic

philosopher.

In such a diversity of dispositions, his conquests

were attended with all the heart-burnings, animo-

sities, and turmoils of jealousy and spite. The

younger class took all opportunities of mortifying

their seniors in public, by treating them with that

indignity which, contrary to the general privilege

of age, is, by the consent and connivance of man-

kind, levelled against those who have the misfortune

to come under the denomination of old maids ;
and

these last retorted their hostilities in the private

machinations of slander, supported by experience

and subtilty of invention. Not one day passed in

which some new story did not circulate, to the

prejudice of one or other of those rivals.

If our hero, in the Long Room, chanced to quit

one of the moralists, with whom he had been en-

gaged in conversation, he was immediately accosted

by°a number of the opposite faction, who, with

ironical smiles, upbraided him with cruelty to the

poor lady he had left, exhorted him to have com-

passion on her sufferings ; and, turning their eyes

towards the object of their intercession, broke forth

into an universal peal of laughter. On the other

hand, when Peregrine, in consequence of having

danced with one of the minors overnight, visited

her in the morning, the Platonists immediately laid

hold on the occasion, tasked their imaginations,

associated ideas, and, with sage insinuations, retailed

a thousand circumstances of the interview, which

never had any foundation in truth. They observed,

that, if girls are determined to behave with such

indiscretion, they must lay their accounts with

incurring the censure of the world ; that she in

question was old enough to act more circumspectly

;

and wondered that her mother would permit any

young fellow to approach the chamber while her

daughtei-was naked in bed. As for the servants

peeping through the key-hole, to be sure it was an

unlucky accident; but people ought to be upon

their guard against such curiosity, and give their

domestics no cause to employ their penetration.

These and other such reflections were occasionally

whispered as secrets among those who were known

to be communicative ; so that, in a few hours, it

became the general topic of discourse ; and, as it

had been divulged under injunctions of secresy, it

was almost impossible to trace the scandal to its

origin ; because every person concerned must have

promulgated her own breach of trust, in discovering

her author of the report.

Peregrine, instead of allaying, rather exasperated

this contention, by an artful distribution of his

attention among the competitors; well knowing,

that, should his regard be converged into one point,

he would soon forfeit the pleasure he enjoyed in

seeing them at variance ; for both parties would

join against the common enemy, and his favourite

would he persecuted by the whole coalition. He
perceived, that, among the secret agents of scandal,

none were so busy as the physicians, a class of

animals who live in this place, like so many ravens

hovering about a carcass, and even ply for employ-

ment, like scullers at Hungerford stairs. The

greatest part of them have correspondents in

London, who make it their business to inquire into

the history, character, and distemper of every one

that repairs to Bath, for the benefit of the waters

;

and if thev cannot procure interest to recommend

their medical friends to these patients before they

set out, they at least furnish them with a previous

account of what they could collect, that their cor-

respondents may use this intelligence for their own
advantage. By these means, and the assistance of

flattery and assurance, they often insinuate them-

selves into the acquaintance of strangers, and, by

consulting their dispositions, become necessary and

subservient to their prevailing passions. By their

connexion with apothecaries and nurses, they are

informed of all the private occurrences in each

family, and therefore enabled to gratify the rancour

of malice, amuse the spleen of peevish indisposition,

and entertain the eagerness of impertinent curiosity.

In the course of these occupations, which fre-

quently affected the reputation of our two adven-

turers, this whole body fell under the displeasure

of our hero, who, after divers consultations with

his friend, concerted a stratagem, which was

practised upon the faculty in this manner. Among
those who frequented the pump-room, was an old

officer, whose temper, naturally impatient, was, by

repeated attacks of the gout, which had almost

deprived him of the use of his limbs, sublimated

into a remarkable degree of virulence and per-

verseuess. He imputed the inveteracy of his dis-

temper to the mal-practice of a surgeon who had

administered to him, while he laboured under the

consequences of an unfortunate amour ; and this

supposition had inspired him with an insurmount-

able antipathy to all the professors of the medical

art, which was more and more confirmed by the

information of a friend at London, who had told

him, that it was a common practice among the

physicians at Bath to dissuade their patients from

drinking the water, that the cure, and in conse-

quence their attendance, might be longer protracted.

Thus prepossessed, he had come to Bath, and,

conformable to a few general instructions he had

received, used the waters without any farther

direction, taking all occasions of manifesting his

hatred and contempt of the sons of iEsculapius,

both by speech and gesticulations, and even by

pursuing a regimen quite contrary to that which

he knew they prescribed to others who seemed to

be exactly in his condition. But he did not find his

account in this method, how successful soever it

may have been in other cases. His complaints,

instead of vanishing, were every day more and

more enraged ; and at length he was confined to

his bed, where he lay blaspheming from morn to

night, and from night to morn, though still more de-

termined than ever to adhere to his former maxims.

In the midst of his torture, which was become

the common joke of the town, being circulated

through the industry of the physicians, who tri-

umphed in his disaster, Peregrine, by means of

Mr. Pipes, employed a country fellow, who had come
to market, to run with great haste, early one morn-

ing, to the lodgings of all the doctors in town, and

desire them to attend the colonel with all imagi-

nable despatch. In consequence of this summons,

the whole faculty put themselves in motion ; and

three of the foremost arriving at the same instant

of time, far from complimenting one another with

the door, each separately essayed to enter, and the

whole triumvirate stuck in the passage. While

they remained thus wedged together, they descried

two of their brethren posting towards the same

goal, with all the speed that God had enabled them

to exert ;
upon which they came to a parley, and

agreed to stand by one another. This covenant
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being made, they disentangled themselves, and, in-

quiring about the patient, -were told by the servant

that he had just fallen asleep.

Having received this intelligence, they took pos-

session of his antichamber, and shut the door, while

the rest of the tribe posted themselves on the out-

side as they arrived; so that the whole passage

was filled, from the top of the stair-case to the

street-door ; and the people of the house, together

with the colonel's servant, struck dumb with asto-

nishment. The three leaders of this learned gang

had no sooner made their lodgment good, than they

began to consult about the patient's malady, which

every one of them pretended to have considered

with great care and assiduity. The first who gave

his opinion, said, the distemper was an obstinate

arthritis ; the second afiirmed, that it was no other

than a confirmed pox ; and the third swore it was

an inveterate scurvy. This diversity of opinions

was supported by a variety of quotations from me-

dical authors, ancient as well as modern j but these

were not of sufficient authority, or, at least, not

explicit enough to decide the dispute ; for there are

many schisms in medicine, as well as in religion,

and each sect can quote the fathers in support of

the tenets they profess. In short, the contention

rose to such a pitch of clamour, as not only alarmed

the brethren on the stair, but also awaked the

patient from the first nap he had enjoyed in the

space of ten whole days. Had it been simply

waking, he would have been obliged to them for

the noise that disturbed him ; for, in that case, he

would have been relieved from the tortures of hell

fire, to which, in his dream, he fancied himself ex-

posed. But this dreadful vision had been the result

of that impression which was made upon his brain

by the intolerable anguish of his joints; so that,

when he awaked, the pain, instead of being allayed,

was rather aggravated by a great acuteness of sen-

sation ; and the confused vociferation in the next

room invading his ears at the same time, he began

to think his dream was realized, and, in the pangs

of despair, applied himself to a bell that stood by

his bedside, which he rung with great violence and

perseverance.

This alarm put an immediate stop to the dispu-

tation of the three doctors, who, upon this notice of

his being awake, rushed into his chamber without

ceremony ; and two of them seizing his arms, the

third made the like application to one of his tem-

ples. Before the patient could recollect himself

from the amazement which had laid hold on him

at this unexpected irruption, the room was filled by

the rest of the faculty, who followed the servant

that entered in obedience to his master's call ; and

the bed was in a moment surrounded by these

gaunt ministers of death. The colonel seeing him-

self beset with such an assemblage of solemn

visages and figures, which he had always consi-

dered with the utmost detestation and abhorrence,

was incensed to a most inexpressible degree of

indignation ; and so inspirited by his rage, that

though his tongue denied its office, his other limbs

performed their functions. He disengaged himself

from the trumvirate, who had taken possession of

his body, sprung out of bed with incredible agility,

and, seizing one of his crutches, applied it so effec-

tually to one of the three, just as he stooped to

examine the patient's water, that his tie periwig

dropped into the pot, while he himself fell motion-

less on the floor.

This significant explanation disconcerted the

whole fraternity ;
every man turned his face, as if

it were by instinct, towards the door ; and the re-

treat of the community being obstructed by the

efforts of individuals, confusion and tumultuous

uproar ensued. For the colonel, far from limiting

his prowess to the first exploit, handled his wea-
pon with astonishing vigour and dexterity, without

respect of persons ; so that few or none of them
had escaped without marks of his displeasure, when
his spirits failed, and he sunk down again quite

exhausted on his bed. Favoured by this respite, the

discomfited faculty collected their hats and wigs,

which had fallen off in the fray ; and perceiving

the assailant too much enfeebled to renew the

attack, set up their throats together, and loudly-

threatened to prosecute him severely for such an

outrageous assault.

By this time the landlord had interposed; and,

inquiring into the cause of the disturbance, was
informed of what had happened by the complainants,

who, at the same time, giving him to understand

that they had been severally summoned to attend

the colonel that morning, he assured them that they

had been imposed upon by some wag, for his lodger

had never dreamed of consulting any one of their

profession.

Thunderstruck at this declaration, the general

clamour instantaneously ceased ; and each, in parti-

cular, at once comprehending the nature of the joke,

they sneaked silently off w ith the loss they had

sustained, in unutterable shame and mortification ;

while Peregrine and his friend, who took care to

be passing that way by accident, made a full stop

at sight of such an extraordinary efflux, and en-

joyed the countenance and condition of every one

as he appeared ;
nay, even made up to some of those

who seemed most affected with their situation, and

mischievously tormentedthem with questions, touch-

ing this unusual congregation ;
then, in consequence

of the information they received from the landlord

and the colonel's valet, subjected the sufferers to

the ridicule of all the company in town. As it

would have been impossible for the authors of this

farce to keep themselves concealed from the inde-

fatigable inquiries of the physicians, they made no

secret of their having directed the whole ;
though

they took care to own it in such an ambiguous

manner, as afforded no handle of prosecution.

CHAPTER LXXI.

Peregrine humbles a noted Hector, and meets with a strange

Character at the House of a certain Lady.

Among those who never failed to reside at Bath

during the season, was a certain person, who, from

the most abject misery, had, by his industry and

art at plav, amassed about fifteen thousand pounds;

and though his character was notorious, insinuated

himself so far into the favour of what is called the

best company, that very few private parties of

pleasure took place in which he was not principally

concerned. He was of a gigantic stature, a most

intrepid countenance ; and his disposition, naturally
1

overbearing, had, in the course of his adventures

and success, acquired a most intolerable degree of

insolence and vanitv. By the ferocity of his fea-

tures, and audacity of his behaviour, he had obtained

a reputation for the most undaunted courage, which

had been confirmed by divers adventures, in which

he had humbled the most assuming her ,'es of hia
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own fraternity ; so that he now reigned chief

Hector of the place with unquestioned authority.

With this son of fortune was Peregrine one even-

ing engaged at play, and so successful, that he could

not help informing his friend of his good luck.

Godfrey, heaving the description of the loser, im-

mediately recognised the person, whom he had
known at Tunbridge ; and assuring Pickle that he

was a sharper of the first water, cautioned him
against any further connexion with such a dange-

rous companion, who, he affirmed, had suffered

him to win a small sum, that he might be encou-

raged to lose a much greater sum upon some other

occasion.

Our young gentleman treasured up this advice
;

and though he did not scruple to give the gamester

an opportunity of retrieving his loss, when he

next day demanded his revenge, he absolutely

refused to proceed after he had refunded his

winning. The other, who considei'ed him as a hot-

headed unthinking youth, endeavoured to inflame

his pride to a continuance of the game, by treating

his skill with scorn and contempt ; and, among
other sarcastic expressions, advised him to go to

school again, before he pretended to engage with

masters of the art. Our hero, incensed at his

arrogance, redied with great warmth, that he
knew himself safficiently qualified for playing with

men of honour, who deal upon the square, and
hoped he should always deem it infamous either to

learn or practise the tricks of a professed gamester.
" Blood and thunder ! meaning me, sir ?" cried this

artist, raising his voice, and curling his visage into

a most intimidating frown. " Zounds ! I'll cut the

throat of any scoundrel who has the presumption
to suppose that I don't play as honourably as e'er

a nobleman in the kingdom : and I insist upon an
explanation from you, sir; or, by hell and brimstone

!

I shall expect other sort of satisfaction." Peregrine
(whose blood by this time boiled within him) an-

swered without hesitation, "Par from thinking

your demand unreasonable, I will immediately
explain myself without reserve, and tell you, that,

upon unquestionable authority, I believe you to be
an impudent rascal and common cheat."

The Hector was so amazed and confounded at

the freedom of this declaration, which he thought

no man on earth would venture to make in his

presence, that, for some minutes, he could not

recollect himself ; but at length whispered a chal-

lenge in the ear of our hero, which was accordingly

accepted. When they arrived next morning upon
the field, the gamester, arming his countenance
with all its terrors, advanced with a sword of a
monstrous length, and putting himself in a posture,

called aloud in a most terrific voice, " Draw, d—

n

ye, draw ; I will this instant send you to your
fathers." The youth was not slow in complying
with his desire ; his weapon was unsheathed in a

moment, and he began the attack with such un-
expected spirit and address, that his adversary,

having made shift with great difficulty to parry the

first pass, retreated a few paces, and demanded a
parley, in which he endeavoured to persuade the

young man, that to lay a man of his character under
the necessity of chastising his insolence, was the

most rash and inconsiderate step that he could
possibly have taken ; but that he had compassion
upon his youth, and was willing to spare him if he
would surrender his sword, and promise to ask
pardon in public for the offence he had given.

Pickle was so much exasperated at this unparalleled

effrontery, that, without deigning to make the
least reply, he flung his own hat in the proposer's

face, and renewed the charge with such undaunted
agility, that the gamester, finding himself in mani-
fest hazard of his life, betook himself to his heels,

and fled homewards with incredible speed, being

closely pursued by Peregrine, who, having sheathed

his sword, pelted him with stones as he ran, and
compelled him to go, that same day, into banish-

ment from Bath, where he had domineered so long.

By this achievement, which was the subject of
astonishment to all the company, who had looked

upon the fugitive as a person of heroic courage, our
adventurer's reputation was rendered formidable

in all its circumstances
;
although he thereby dis-

obliged a good many people of fashion, who had
contracted an intimacy of friendship with the

exile, and who resented his disgrace, as if it had
been the misfortune of a worthy man. These
generous patrons, however,- bore a very small

proportion to those who were pleased with the event

of the duel; because, in the course of their residence

at Bath, they had either been insulted or defrauded
by the challenger. Nor was this instance of our
hero s courage unacceptable to the ladies, few of
whom could now resist the united force of such
accomplishments. Indeed, neither he nor his friend

Godfrey would have found much difficulty in

picking up an agreeable companion for life ; but
Gauntlet's heart was pre-engaged to Sophy ; and
Pickle, exclusive of his attachment to Emily, which
was stronger than he himself imagined, possessed

such a share of ambition as could not be satisfied

with the conquest of any female he beheld at Bath.

His visits were, therefore, promiscuous, without

any other view than that of amusement ; and
though his pride was flattered by the advances of
the fair, whom he had captivated, he never har-

boured one thought of proceeding beyond the

limits of common gallantry, and carefully avoided

all particular explanations. But, what above all

other enjoyments yielded him the most agreeable

entertainment, was the secret history of characters,

which he learned from a very extraordinary person,

with whom he became acquainted in this manner.
Being at the house of a certain lady on a visiting

day, he was struck with the appearance of an old

man, who no sooner entered the room than the

mistress of the house very kindly desired one of
the wits present to roast the old put. This petit-

maitre, proud of the employment, went up to the
senior, who had something extremely peculiar and
significant in his countenance, and saluting him
with divers fashionable congees, accosted him in

these words :
" Your servant, you old rascal. I

hope to have the honour of seeing you bang'd. I
vow to Gad! you look extremely shocking, with
these gummy eyes, lanthorn jaws, and toothless

chaps. What! you squint at the ladies, you old
rotten medlar? Yes, yes, we understand your
ogling ; but you must content yourself with a
cookmaid, sink me ! I see you want to sit. These
wither'd shanks of yours tremble under their bur-
den ; but you must have a little patience, old Hirco;
indeed you must. I intend to mortify you a little

longer, curse me !"

The company was so tickled with this address,
which was delivered with much grimace and ges-
ticulation, that they burst out into a loud fit of
laughter, which they fathered upon a monkey that



THE ADVENTURES OF
290

was chained in the room ; and, when the peal was

over the wit renewed the attack in these words :

« I suppose you are fool enough to think this mirth

was occasioned hy Pug. Ay, there he is ;
you had

best survey him; he is of your own family, switch

me But the laugh was at your expense; and

vou ought to thank Heaven for making you so

ridiculous." While he uttered these ingenious

ejaculations, the old gentleman bowed alternately

to him and the monkey, that seemed to grin and

chatter in imitation of the beau, and, with an arch

solemnity of visage, pronounced, " Gentlemen, as 1

have not the honour to understand your com-

pliments, they will be much better bestowed on

each other." So saying, he seated himself, and had

the satisfaction to see the laugh returned upon the

a°-°ressor, who remained confounded and abashed,

and in a few minutes left the room, muttering, as

he retired, " The old fellow grows scurrilous, stap

my breath." . , .

While Peregrine wondered in silence at tnis

extraordinary scene, the lady of the house per-

ceiving his surprise, gave him to understand, that

the ancient visitant was utterly bereft of the sense

of hearing ; that his name was Cadwallader Crab-

tree ; his disposition altogether misanthropical

;

and that he was admitted into company on account

of entertainment he afforded by his sarcastic ob-

servations, and the pleasant mistakes to which he

was subject from his infirmity. Nor did our hero

wait a long time for an illustration of this odd

character. Every sentence he spoke was replete

with eall ; nor did his satire consist in general

reflections, but a series of remarks, which had

been made through the medium of a most whimsical

peculiarity of opinion.
_

Among" those who were present at this assembly

was a young officer, who having, by dint of interest,

obtained a seat in the lower house, thought it

incumbent upon him to talk of affairs of state ;
and

accordingly regaled the company with an account

of a secret expedition which the French were

busied in preparing ;
assuring them, that he had it

from the mouth of the minister, to whom it had

been transmitted by one of his agents abroad. In

descanting upon the particulars of the armament,

he observed, that they had twenty ships of the line

ready manned and victualled at Brest, which were

destined for Toulon, where they would be joined by

as many more ; and from thence proceed to the

execution of their scheme, which he imparted as a

secret not fit to be divulged.

This piece of intelligence being communicated to

all the company except Mr. Crabtree, who suffered

by his loss of hearing, that cynic was soon after

accosted by a lady, who, by means of an artificial

alphabet, formed by a certain conjunction and

disposition of the fingers, asked if he had heard

any extraordinary news of late? Cadwallader,

with his usual complaisance, replied, that he sup-

posed she took him for a courier or spy, by teasing

him eternally with that question. He then expatiated

upon the foolish curiosity of mankind, which, he

said, must either proceed "from idleness or want of

ideas; and repeated almost verbatim the officer's

information, a vague ridiculous report invented by

some ignorant coxcomb, who wanted to give him-

self airs of importance, and believed only by those

who were utterly unacquainted with the politics

and strength of the French nation.

In confirmation of what he had advanced, he

endeavoured to demonstrate how impossible it must

be for that people to fit out even the third part ot

such a navy, so soon after the losses they had sus-

tained during the war ; and confirmed his proof by

asserting, that to his certain knowledge, the har-

bours of Brest and Toulon could not at that time

produce a squadron of eight ships of the line.

The member, who was an utter stranger to this

misanthrope, hearing his own asseverations treated

with such contempt, glowed with confusion and re-

sentment, and raising his voice, began to defend

his own veracity, with great eagerness and trepi-

dation, mingling with his arguments many bluster-

ing invectives against the insolence and ill-manners

of his supposed contradictor, who sat with the most

mortifying composure of countenance, till the offi-

cer's patience was quite exhausted; and then, to

the manifest increase of his vexation, he was in-

formed, that his antagonist was so deaf, that in all

probability, the last trumpet would make no im-

pression upon him, without a previous renovation

of his organs.

CHAPTER LXXH.

He cultivates au Acquaintance with the Misanthrope, who

favours him with a short Sketch of his own History.

Peregrine was extremely well pleased with this

occasional rebuke, which occurred so seasonably,

that he could scarce believe it accidental. He

looked upon Cadwallader as the greatest curiosity

he had ever known, and cultivated the old man s

acquaintance with such insinuating address, that in

le^s than a fortnight he obtained bis confidence.

As they one day walked into the fields together,

the manhater disclosed himself in these words:

" Though the term of our communication has been

but short, you must have perceived, that I treat you

with uncommon marks of regard ;
which, I assure

you, is not owing to your personal accomplish-

ments, nor the pains you take to oblige me ;
lor the

first I overlook, and the last I see through. But

there is something in your disposition which indi-

cates a rooted contempt for the world, and I under-

stand you have made some successful efforts m
exposing one part of it to the ridicule of the other.

It is upon this assurance that I offer you my advice

and assistance, in prosecuting other schemes of the

same nature ; and to convince you that such an

alliance is not to be rejected, I will now give you a

short sketch of my history, which will be published

after my death, in forty-seven volumes of my own

compiling. . .

"I was born about forty miles from this place,

of parents, who, having a very old family name to

support, bestowed their whole fortune on my elder

brother ; so that I inherited of my father little else

than a large share of choler, to which I am indebted

for a great many adventures that did not always

end to my satisfaction. ,At the age of eighteen I

was sent up to town, with a recommendation to a

certain peer, who found means to amuse me with

the promise of a commission for seven whole years;

and 'tis odds but I should have made my fortune by

my perseverance, had not I been arrested, and

thrown into the ISIarshalsea by my landlord, on

whose credit I had subsisted three years, after my
father had renounced me as an idle vagabond.

There I remained six months, among those pri-

soners who have no other support then chance

charity ; and contracted a very valuable acquaint-
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ance, -which was of great service to me in the future

emergencies of my life.

" I was no sooner discharged, in consequence of

an act of parliament for the relief of insolvent

debtors, than I went to the house of my creditor,

whom I cudgelled without mercy
;
and, thai I might

leave nothing undone of those things which I ought

to have done, my next stage was to Westminster-

hall, where I waited until my patron came forth

from the house, and saluted him with a blow that

laid him senseless on the pavement. But my re-

treat was not so fortunate as I could have wished.

The chairmen and lacqueys in waiting having sur-

rounded and disarmed me in a trice, I was com-
mitted to Newgate, and loaded with chains ; and a

very sagacious gentleman, who was afterwards

hanged, having sat in judgment upon my case,

pronounced me guilty of a capital crime, and fore-

told my condemnation at the Old Bailey. His
prognostic, however, was disappointed ; for nobody
appearing to prosecute me at the next sessions, I

was discharged by order of the court. It would be
impossible for me to recount, in the compass of one
day's conversation, all the particular exploits of

which I bore considerable share. Suffice it to say,

I have been, at different times, prisoner in all the

jails within the bills of mortality. I have broke
from every round-house on this side Temple-bar.
No bailiff, in the days of my youth and desperation,

durst execute a writ upon me without a dozen of

followers; and the justices themselves trembled
when I was brought before them.

" I was once maimed by a carman, with whom I

quarrelled, because he ridiculed my leek on St.

David's day
;
my skull was fractured by a butcher's

cleaver on the like occasion. I have been run
through the body five times, and lost the tip of my
left ear b}7 a pistol bullet. In a rencontre of this

kind, having left my antagonist for dead, I was wise

enough to make my retreat into France ; and a few
days after my arrival at Paris, entering into con-
versation with some officers on the subject of poli-

tics, a dispute arose, in which I lost my temper,

and spoke so irreverently of the grande monarque,

that next morning I was sent to the Bastile, by
virtue of a lettre de cachet. There I remained for

some months, deprived of all intercourse with ra-

tional creatures ; a circumstance for which I was
not sorry, as I had the more time to project schemes
of revenge against the tyrant who confined me, and
the wretch who had betrayed my private conver-

sation. But tired, at length, with these fruitless

suggestions, I was fain to unbend the severity of

my thoughts by a correspondence with some indus-

trious spiders, who had hung my dungeon with
their ingenious labours.

" I considered their work with such attention,

that I soon became an adept in the mystery of

weaving, and furnished myself with as man)' useful

observations and reflections on that art, as will

compose a very curious treatise, which I intend to

bequeath to the Royal Society, for the benefit of

our woollen manufacture ; and this with a view to

perpetuate my own name, rather than befriend my
country. For, thank Heaven ! I am weaned from
all attachments of that kind, and look upon myself
as one very little obliged to any society whatsoever.

Although I presided with absolute power over this

long-legged community, and distributed rewards
and punishments to each, according to his deserts,

I grew impatient of my situation ; and my natural

disposition one day prevailing, like a fire which
had long been smothered, I wreaked the fury of

my indignation upon my innocent subjects, and in

a twinkling destroyed the whole race. While I

was employed in this general massacre, the turnkey

who brought me food, opened the door, and per-

ceiving my transport, shrugged up his shoulders,

and leaving my allowance, went out, pronouncing,

Le pauvre diable ! la tete lui tourne. My passion no
sooner subsided than I resolved to profit by this

opinion of the jailor, and from that day counter-

feited lunacy with such success, than in less than

three months I was delivered from the Bastile, and
sent to the galleys, in which they thought my
bodily vigour might be of service, although the

faculties of my mind were decayed. Before I was
chained to the oar, I received three hundred stripes

by way of welcome, that I might thereby be ren-

dered more tractable, notwithstanding I used all

the arguments in my power to persuade them I was
only mad north north-west, and, when the wind was
southerly, knew a hawk from a hand-saw.

" In our second cruise we had the good fortune

to be overtaken by a tempest, during which the

slaves were unbound, that they might contribute

the more to the preservation of the galley, and have
a chance for their lives, in case of shipwreck. We
were no sooner at liberty, than, making ourselves

masters of the vessel, we robbed the officers, and
ran her on shore among rocks on the coast of

Portugal ; from whence 1 hastened to Lisbon, with
a view of obtaining my passage in some ship bound
for England, where, by this time, I hoped my affair

was forgotten.

But, before this scheme could be accomplished,

my evil genius led me into company ; and being-

intoxicated, I began to broach doctrines on the

subject of religion, at which some of the party were
scandalized and incensed ; and I was next day
dragged out of bed by the officers of the Inquisi-

tion, and conveyed to a cell in the prison belonging
to that tribunal.

At my first examination, my resentment was
strong enough to support me under the torture,

which I endured without flinching ; but my reso-

lution abated, and my zeal immediately cooled,

when I understood from a fellow-prisoner, who
groaned on the other side of the partition, that in a
short time there would be an auto da fe ; in con-

sequence of which I should, in all probability, be
doomed to the flames, if I would not renounce my
heretical errors, and submit to such penance as the

church should think fit to prescribe. This miser*

able wretch was convicted of Judaism, which he
had privately practised by connivance for many
years, until he had amassed a fortune sufficient to

attract the regard of the church. To this he fell a
sacrifice, and accordingly prepared himself for the
stake ; while I, not at all ambitious of the crown of
martyrdom, resolved to temporize. So that, when
I was brought to the question the second time, I
made a solemn recantation. As I had no worldly
fortune to obstruct my salvation, I was received
into the bosom of the church, and, by way of
penance, enjoined to walk barefoot to Rome in the

habit of a pilgrim.

During my peregrination through Spain, I was
detained as a spy, until I could procure credentials

from the Inquisition at Lisbon ; and behaved with
such resolution and reserve, that, after being
released, I was deemed a proper person to be
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employed in quality of a secret intelligencer at a

certain court. This office I undertook -without

hesitation ; and being furnished with money and

hills of credit, crossed the Pyrenees, with intention

to revenge myself upon the Spaniards for the seve-

rities I had undergone during my captivity.

Having therefore effectually disguised myself by

a change of dress, and a large patch on one eye, I

hired an equipage, and appeared at Bologna in

quality of an itinerant physician ; in -which capacity

I succeeded tolerably well, till my servants de-

camped in the night with my baggage, and left me
in the condition of Adam. In short, I have tra-

velled over the greatest part of Europe, as a beggar,

pilgrim, priest, soldier, gamester, and quack ; and

felt the extremes of indigence and opulence, with

the inclemency of weather in all its vicissitudes. I

have learned that the characters of mankind are

every where the same; that common sense and

honesty bear an infinitely small proportion to folly

and vice ; and that life is at best a paltry province.

After having suffered innumerable hardships,

dangers, and disgraces, I returned to London,

where I lived some years in a garret, and picked

up a subsistence, such as it was, by vending purges

in the streets, from the back of a pied horse ; in

which situation I used to harangue the mob in

broken English, under pretence of being an High
German doctor.

At last an uncle died, by whom I inherit an

estate of three hundred pounds per annum, though,

in his lifetime, he would not have parted with a

sixpence to save my soul and body from perdition.

I now appear in the world, not as a member of

any community, or what is called a social creature,

but merely as a spectator, who entertains himself

with the grimaces of a Jack pudding, and banquets

his spleen in beholding his enemies at loggerheads.

That I may enjoy this disposition, abstracted from

all interruption, danger, and participation, I feign

myself deaf; an expedient by which I not only

avoid all disputes and their consequences, but also

become master of a thousand little secrets, which

are every day whispered in my presence, without

any suspicion oftheir being overheard. You sawhow
I handled that shallow politician at my Lady Plau-

sible's the other day. The same method I practise

upon the crazed Tory, the bigot Whig, the sour

supercilious pedant, the petulant critic, the bluster-

ing coward, the fawning tool, the pert pimp, sly

sharper, and every other species of knaves and

fools, with which this kingdom abounds.

In consequence of my rank and character, I

obtain free admission to the ladies, among whom I

have acquired the appellation of the Scandalous

Chronicle. As I am considered, while silent, in

no other light than that of a footstool or elbow

chair, they divest their conversation of all restraint

before me, and gratify my sense of hearing with

strange things, which, if I could prevail upon my-
self to give the world that satisfaction, would com-
pose a curious piece of secret history, and exhibit a

quite different idea of characters from what is

commonly entertained.

By this time, young gentleman, you may per-

ceive, that I have it in my power to be a valuable

correspondent, and that it will be your interest to

deserve my confidence.
Here the misanthrope left off speaking, desirous

to know the sentiments of our hero, who embraced
the proffered alliance in a transport of joy and

surprise ; and the treaty was no sooner concluded,

than Mr. Crabtree began to perform articles, by

imparting to him a thousand delicious secrets, from

the possession of which he promised himself in-

numerable scenes of mirth and enjoyment. By
means of this associate, whom he considered as the

ring of Gyges, he foresaw, that he should be enabled

to penetrate, not only into the chambers, but even

to the inmost thoughts of the female sex. In order

to ward off suspicion, they agreed to revile each

other in public, and meet at a certain private ren-

dezvous, to communicate their mutual discoveries,

and concert their future operations.

In consequence of a letter from Lieutenant Hatch-

way, representing the dangerous situation of the

commodore, Peregrine took a hasty leave of his

friends, and departed immediately for the garrison

CHAPTER LXXHI.

Peregrine arrives at the Garrison, where he receives the last

admonitions of Commodore Trunnion, who next day re-

signs his breath, and is buried according to his own

directions—Some Gentlemen in the Country make a fruit

less attempt to accommodate matters betwixt Mr. Gamaliel

Pickle and his eldest Son.

About four o'clock in the morning our hero

arrived at the garrison, where he found his generous

uncle in extremity, supported in bed by Julia on

one side, and Lieutenant Hatchway on the other,

while Mr. Jolter administered spiritual consolation

to his soul; and between whiles comforted Mrs.

Trunnion, who, with her maid, sat by the fire,

weeping with great decorum ; the physician having

just taken his last fee, and retired, after pronouncing

the fatal prognostic, in which he anxiously wished

he might be mistaken.

Though the commodore's speech was interrupted

by a violent hiccup, he still retained the use of his

senses ; and, when Peregrine approached, stretched

out his hand with manifest signs of satisfaction.

The young gentleman, whose heart overflowed

with gratitude and affection, could not behold such

a spectacle unmoved. He endeavoured to conceal

his tenderness, which, in the wildness of his

youth, and the pride of his disposition, he con-

sidered as a derogation from his manhood ; but, in

spite of all his endeavours, the tears gushed from

his eyes, while he kissed the old man's hand ; and

he was so utterly disconcerted by his grief, that,

when he attempted to speak, his tongue denied its

0j£ce

;

—so that the commodore, perceiving his dis-

order, made a last effort of strength, and consoled

him in these words :—" Swab the spray from your

bowsprit, my good lad, and coil up your spirits.

You must not let the toplifts of your heart give

way, because you see me ready to go down at these

years. Many a better man has foundered before

he has made half my way ; thof I trust, by the

mercy of God, I shall be sure in port in a very few

glasses, and fast moored in a most blessed riding

;

for my good friend Jolter hath overhauled the

journal of my sins, and, by the observation he hath

taken of the state of my souL I hope I shall happily

conclude my voyage, and be brought up in the

latitude of heaven. Here has been a doctor that

wanted to stow me chock full of physic ; but, when

a man's hour is come, what signifies his taking his

departure with a 'pothecary's shop in his hold.

Those fellows come alongside of dying men, like

the messengers of the admiralty with sailing orders

;
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but I told him as how I could slip my cable -with-

out his direction or assistance, and so he hauled off

in dudgeon. This cursed hiccup makes such a rip-

pling in the current of my speech, that mayhap you
don't understand what I say. Now, while the sucker
of my wind-pump will go, I would willingly mention
a few things, which I hope you will set down in the
log-book of your remembrance, when I am stiff,

d'ye see. There's your aunt sitting whimpering
by the fire ; I desire you will keep her tight, warm,
and easy in her old age ; she's an honest heart in

her own way, and, thof she goes a little crank and
humoursome, by being often overstowed with
Nantz and religion, she has been a faithful ship-

mate to me, and I dare say never turned in with
another man since we first embarked in the same
bottom. Jack Hatchway, you know the trim of
her as well as e'er a man in England, and I believe
she has a kindness for you

; whereby, if you two
will grapple in the way of matrimony, whem I am
gone, I do suppose that my godson, for love of me,
will allow you to live in the garrison all the days of
your life."

Peregrine assured him, he would with pleasure
comply with any request he should make in behalf
of two persons whom he esteemed so much. The
lieutenant, with a waggish sneer, which even the
gravity of the situation could not prevent, thanked
them both for their good-will, telling the commo-
dore, he was obliged to him for his friendship, in

seeking to promote him to the command of a vessel
which he himself had wore out in the service ; but
that, notwithstanding, he should be content to take
charge of her, though he could not help being shy
of coming after such an able navigator.

Trunnion, exhausted as he was, smiled at this

sally, and, after some pause, resumed his admoni-
tions in this manner :—" I need not talk of Pipes,
because I know you'll do for him without any
recommendation ; the fellow has sailed with me in

many a hard gale, and I'll warrant him as stout a
seaman as ever set face to the weather. But I hope
you'll take care of the rest of my crew, and not
disrate them after I am dead, in favour of new
followers. As for that young woman, Ned Gauntlet's
daughter, I'm informed as how she's an excellent

wench, and has a respect for you ; whereby, if you
run her on board in an unlawful way, I leave my
curse upon you, and trust you will never prosper in

the voyage of life. But I believe you are more of
an honest man, than to behave so much like a
pirate. I beg of all love you wool take care of
your constitution, and beware of running foul of
harlots, who are no better than so many mermaids,
that sit upon rocks in the sea, and hang out a fair

face for the destruction of passengers ; thof I must
say, for my own part, I never met with any of
those sweet singers, and yet I have gone to sea for

the space of thirty years. But howsomever, steer

your course clear of all such brimstone b—es. Shun
going to law, as you would shun the devil ; and
look upon all attorneys as devouring sharks, or
ravenous fish of prey. As soon as the breath is

ouc of my body, let minute guns be fired, till I am
safe under ground. I would also be buried in the
red jacket I had on when I boarded and took the

Renummy. Let my pistols, cutlass, and pocket
compass be laid in the coffin along with me. Let
me be carried to the grave by my own men, rigged
in the black caps and white shirts which my barge's

crew were wont to wear ; and they must keep a

good look-out, that none of your pilfering ras-

callions may come and heave me up again, for the
lucre of what they can get, until the carcass is

belayed by a tombstone. As for the motto, or what
you call it, I leave that to you and Mr. Jolter, who
are scholars ; but I do desire, that it may not be
engraved in the Greek or Latin liugos, and much
less in the French which I abominate, but in plain

English, that, when the angel comes to pipe all

hands, at the great day, he may know that I am a
British man, and speak to me in my mother tongue.
And now I have no more to say, but God in heaven
have mercy upon my soul, and send you all fair

weather, wheresoever you are bound." So saying, he
regarded every individual around him with a look
of complacency, and closing his eye, composed him
self to rest, while the whole audience, Pipes himself
not excepted, were melted with sorrow ; and Mrs.
Trunnion consented to quit the room, that she
might not be exposed to the unspeakable anguish
of seeing him expire.

His last moments, however, were not so near as
they imagined. He began to dose, and enjoyed
small intervals of ease, till next day in the after-

noon
;
during which remissions, he was heard to

pour forth many pious ejaculations, expressing his

hope, that, for all the heavy cargo of his sins, he
should be able to surmount the puttock-shrouds of
despair, and get aloft to the cross-trees of God's
good favour. At last his voice sunk so low as not
to be distinguished

; and, having lain about an
hour, almost without any perceptible signs of life,

he gave up the ghost with a groan, which announced
his decease.

Julia was no sooner certified of this melancholy
event, than she ran to her aunt's chamber, weeping
aloud ; and immediately a very decent concert was
performed by the good widow and her attendants.

Peregrine and Hatchway retired till the corpse
should be laid out ; and Pipes having surveyed the
body, with a face of rueful attention,—" Well fare

thy soul ! old Hawser Trunnion ;" said he, " man
and boy I have known thee these five-and-thirty

years, and sure a truer heart never broke biscuit.

Many a hard gale hast thou weathered ; but now
thy spells are all over, and thy hull fairly laid up.

A better commander I'd never desire to serve ; and
who knows but I may help to set up thy standing
rigging in another world?"

All the servants of the house were affected with
the less of their old master ; and the poor people
in the neighbourhood assembled at the gate, and,
by repeated howlings, expressed their sorrow for
the death of their charitable benefactor. Peregrine,
though he felt everything which love and gratitude
could inspire on this occasion, was not so much
overwhelmed with affliction, as to be incapable of
taking the management of the family into his own
hands. He gave directions about the funeral with
great discretion, after having paid the compliments
of condolence to his aunt, whom he consoled with
the assurance of his inviolable esteem and affection.

He ordered a suit of mourning to be made for
every person in the garrison, and invited all the
neighbouring gentlemen to the burial, not even
excepting his father and brother Gam, who did not,

however, honour the ceremony with their presence;
nor was his mother humane enough to visit her
sister-in-law in her distress.

In the method of interment, the commodore's
injunctions were obeyed to a tittle; and at the same
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time our hero made a donation of fifty pounds to

the poor of the parish, as a benefaction which his

uncle had forgot to bequeath.

Having performed these obsequies with the most

pious punctuality, he examined the will, to which

there was no addition since it had been first exe-

cuted, adjusted the payment of all the legacies, and,

being sole executor, took an account of the estate

to which he had succeeded, which, after all deduc-

tions, amounted to thirty thousand pounds. The

possession of such a fortune, of which he was

absolute master, did not at all contribute to the

humiliation of his spirit, but inspired him with new

ideas of grandeur and magnificence, and elevated

his hope to the highest pinnacle of expectation.

His domestic affairs being settled, he was visited

by almost all the gentlemen of the country, who

came to pay their compliments of congratulation

on his accession to the estate ; and some of them

offered their good offices towards a reconciliation

betwixt his father and him, induced by the general

detestation which was entertained for his brother

Gam, who was by this time looked upon by his

neighbours as a prodigy of insolence and malice.

Our young squire thanked them for their kind

proposal, which he accepted ; and old Gamaliel, at

thoir entreaties, seemed very well disposed to any

accommodation ; but, as he would not venture to

declare himself before he had consulted his wife,

his favourable disposition was rendered altogether

ineffectual, by the instigations of that implacable

woman ; and our hero resigned all expectation of

being reunited to his father's house. His brother,

as usual, took all opportunities of injuring his

character, by false aspersions, and stories misre-

presented, in order to prejudice his reputation ; nor

was his sister Julia suffered to enjoy her good fortune

in peace. Had he undergone such persecution from

an alien to his blood, the world would have heard

of his revenge ; but, notwithstanding his indigna-

tion, he was too milch tinctured by the prejudices

of consanguinity, to lift his arm in judgment against

the son of his own parents ; and this consideration

abridged the term of his residence at the garrison,

where he had proposed to stay for some months.

CHAPTEK LXXIV.
The young Gentleman having settled his domestic Affairs,

arrives in London, and sets up a gay Equipage. He meets
with Emilia, and is introduced to her Uncle.

His aunt, at the earnest solicitations of Julia and
her husband, took up her quarters at the house of
that affectionate kinswoman, who made it her chief

study to comfort and cherish the disconsolate widow

;

and Jolter, in expectation of the living, which was
not yet vacant, remained in garrison, in quality of
land-steward upon our hero's country estate. As
for the lieutenant, our young gentleman communed
with him in a serious manner, about the commo-
dore's proposal of taking Mrs. Trunnion to wife

;

and Jack, being qmte tired of the solitary situation

of a bachelor, which nothing but the company of his

oldcommander could have enabled him to support so
long, far from discovering aversion to the match,
observed with an arch smile, that it was not the
first time he had commanded a vessel in the absence
of Captain Trunnion ; and therefore, if the widow
was willing, he would cheerfully stand by her helm,
and, as he hoped the duty would not be of long
continuance, do his endeavour to steer her safe into

port, where the commodore might come on board,

and take charge of her again.

In consequence of this declaration, it was deter-

mined that Mr. Hatchway should make his addresses

to Mrs. Trunnion as soon as decency would per-

mit her to receive them ; and Mr. Clover and his

wife promised to exert their influence in his behalf.

Meanwhile Jack was desired to live at the castle

as usual, and assured, that it should be put wholly

in his possession, as soon as he should be able to

accomplish this matrimonial scheme.

When Peregrine had settled all these points to

his own satisfaction, he took leave of all his friends,

and, repairing to the great city, purchased a new

chariot and horses, put Pipes and another lacquey

into rich liveries, took elegant lodgings in Pail-

Mall, and made a most remarkable appearance

among the people of fashion. It was owing to this

equipage, and the gaiety of his personal deport-

ment, that common fame, which is always a common
liar, represented him as a young gentleman who had

just succeeded to an estate of five thousand pounds

per annum, by the death of an uncle ; that he was

entitled to an equal fortune at the decease of his

own father, exclusive of two considerable jointures^

which would devolve upon him at the demise of

his mother and aunt. This report, false and ridi-

culous as it was, he could not find in his heart to

contradict. Not but that he was sorry to find him-

self so misrepresented ; but his vanity woidd not

allow him to take any step that might diminish

his importance in the opinion of those who courted

his acquaintance, on the supposition that his cir-

cumstances were actually as affluent as they were

said to be. Nay, so much was he infatuated by

this weakness, that he resolved to encourage the

deception, by living up to the report ; and accord-

ingly engaged in the most expensive parties of

pleasure, believing that, before his present finances

should be exhausted, his fortune would be effectu-

ally made, by the personal accomplishments he

should have occasion to display to the beau monde
in the course of his extravagance. In a word,

vanity and pride were the ruling foibles of our ad-

venturer, who imagined himself sufficiently quali-

fied to retrieve his fortune in various shapes, long

before he could have any idea of want or difficulty.

He thought he should have it in his power, at any

time, to make prize of a rich heiress, or opident

widow ; his ambition had already aspired to the

heart of a young handsome duchess dowager, to

whose acquaintance he had found means to be intro-

duced ; or, should matrimony chance to be unsuit-

able to his inclinations, he never doubted, that, by
the interest he might acquire among the nobility,

he should be favoured with some lucrative post,

that would amply recompense him for the liber-

ality of his disposition. There are many young
men who entertain the same expectations, with half

the reason he had to be so presumptuous.

In the midst of these chimerical calculations, his

passion for Emilia did not subside ; but, on the

contrary, began to rage with such an inflammation

of desire, that her idea interfered with every other

reflection, and absolutely disabled him from prose-

cuting the other lofty schemes which his imagina-

tion had projected. He therefore laid down the

honest resolution of visiting her in all the splendour

of his situation, in order to practice upon her virtue

with all bis art and address, to the utmost extent

of his affluence and fortune. Nav, so effectually
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had his guilty passion absorbed his principles of

honour, conscience, humanity, and regard for the

commodore's last words, that he was base enough

to rejoice at the absence of his friend Godfrey, who,

being then with his regiment in Ireland, could not

dive into his purpose, or take measures for frustrat-

ing his vicious design.

Fraught with these heroic sentiments, he deter-

mined to set out for Sussex in his chariot and six,

attended by his valet-de-chambre and two footmen

;

and as he was now sensible, that in his last essay

he had mistaken his cue, he determined to change

his battery, and sap the fortress, by the most sub-

missive, soft, and insinuating behaviour.

On the evening that preceded this proposed ex-

pedition, he went into one of the boxes at the play-

house, as usual, to show himself to the ladies ; and

in reconnoitring the company through a glass, for

no other reason but because it was fashionable to be

purblind, perceived his mistress very plainly dressed,

in one of the seats above the stage, talking to

another young woman of a very homely appear-

ance. Though his heart beat the alarm with the

utmost impatience at sight of his Emilia, he was

for some minutes deterred from obeying the im-

pulse of his love, by the presence of some ladies of

fashion, who, he feared, would think the worse of

him, should they see him make his compliment

in public to a person of her figure. Nor would the

violence of his inclination have so far prevailed

over his pride, as to lead him thither, had not he

recollected, that his quality friends would look

upon her as some handsome Abigail, with whom he

had an affair of gallantry, and of consequence give

him credit for the intrigue.

Encouraged by this suggestion, he complied with

the dictates of love, and flew to the place where his

charmer sat. His air and dress were so remarkable,

that it was almost impossible he should have es-

caped the eyes of a curious observer, especially as

he had chosen a time for coming in, when his en-

trance could not fail to attract the notice of the

spectators ; I mean, when the whole house was
hushed in attention to the performance on the stage.

Emilia, therefore, perceived him at his first ap-

proach ; she found herself discovered by the direc-

tion of his glass, and, guessing his intention by his

abrupt retreat from the box, summoned all her

fortitude to her aid, and prepared for his reception.

He advanced to her with an air of eagerness and

joy, tempered with modesty and respect, and ex-

pressed his satisfaction at seeing her, with a seem-

ing reverence of regard. Though she was extremely

well pleased at this unexpected behaviour, she

suppressed the emotions of her heart, and answered

his compliments with affected ease and unconcern,

such as might denote the good humour of a person

who meets by accident with an indifferent acquaint-

ance. After having certified himself of her own
good health, he very kindly inquired about her

mother and Miss Sophy, gave her to understand

that he had lately been favoured with a letter from

Godfrey ; that he had actually intended to set out

next morning on a visit to Mrs. Gauntlet, which,

now that he was so happy as to meet with her, he

would postpone, until he should have the pleasure

of attending her to the country. After having

thanked him for his polite intention, she told him,

that her mother was expected in town in a few

days, and that she herself had come to London
some weeks ago, to give her attendance upon her

aunt, who had been dangerously ill, but was now
pretty well recovered.

Although the conversation of course turned upon

general topics, during the entertainment he took all

opportunities of being particular with his eyes,

through which he conveyed a thousand tender pro-

testations. She saw and inwardly rejoiced at the

humility of his looks ; but, far from rewarding it

with one approving glance, she industriously

avoided this ocular intercourse, and rather coquetted

with a young gentleman that ogled her from the

opposite box. Peregrine's penetration easily de-

tected her sentiments, and he was nettled at her

dissimulation, which served to confirm him in his

unwarrantable designs upon her person. He per-

sisted in his assiduities with indefatigable perse-

verance ; when the play was concluded, handed

her and her companion into an hackney-coach, and

with difficulty was permitted to escort them to the

house of Emilia's uncle, to whom our hero was in-

troduced by the young lady, as an intimate friend

of her brother Godfrey.

The old gentleman, who was no stranger to the

nature of Peregrine's connexion with his sister's

family, prevailed upon him to stay supper, and

seemed particularly well pleased with his conver-

sation and deportment, which, by the help of his

natural sagacity, he wonderfully adapted to the

humour of his entertainer. After supper, when the

ladies were withdrawn, and the citizen called for

his pipe, our sly adventurer followed his example.

Though he abhorred the plant, he smoked with an

air of infinite satisfaction, and expatiated upon the

virtues of tobacco, as if he had been deeply con-

cerned in the Virginia trade. In the progress of

the discourse, he consulted the merchant's dispo-

sition ; and the national debt coming upon the

carpet, held forth upon the funds like a professed

broker. When the alderman complained of the

restrictions and discouragements of trade, his guest

inveighed against exorbitant duties, with the nature

of which he seemed as well acquainted as any com-

missioner of the customs ; so that the uncle was

astonished at the extent of his knowledge, and ex-

pressed his surprise that a gay young gentleman

like him should have found either leisure or incli-

nation to consider subjects so foreign to the fashion-

able amusements of youth.

Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to tell him,

that he was descended from a race of merchants

;

and that, early in life, he had made it his business

to instruct himself in the different branches of

trade, which he not only studied as his family pro-

fession, but also as the source of all our national

riches and power. He then launched out in praise

of commerce, and the promoters thereof
;
and, by

way of contrast, employed all his ridicule in draw-

ing such ludicrous pictures of the manners and

education of what is called high life, that the trader's

sides were shaken by laughter, even to the danger

of his life ; and he looked upon our adventurer as a

miracle of sobriety and good sense.

Having thus ingratiated himself with the uncle,

Peregrine took his leave, and next day, in the fore-

noon visited the niece in his chariot, after she had
been admonished by her kinsman to behave with

circumspection, and cautioned against neglecting

or discouraging the addresses of such a valuable

admirer.
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CHAPTER LXXV.
lie prosecutes his Design upon Emilia with great Art and

Perseverance.

Our adventurer, having by his hypocrisy obtained

free access to his mistress, began the siege, by pro-

fessing the most sincere contrition for his former

levity, and imploring her forgiveness with such

earnest supplication, that, guarded as she was

against his flattering arts, she began to believe his

protestations, which were even accompanied with

tears, and abated a good deal of that severity and

distance she had proposed to maintain during this

interview. She would not, however, favour him
with the least acknowledgment of a mutual passion,

because, in the midst of his vows of eternal con-

stancy and truth, he did not mention one syllable

of wedlock, though he was now entirely master of

his own conduct ; and this consideration created a

doubt, which fortified her against all his attacks.

Yet, what her discretion would have concealed,

was discovered by her eyes, which, in spite of all

her endeavours, breathed forth complacency and

love. For her inclination was flattered by her

own self-sufficiency, which imputed her admirer's

silence in that particular to the hurry and pertur-

bation of his spirits, and persuaded her that he

could not possibly regard her with any other than

honourable intentions.

The insidious lover exulted in the tenderness of

her looks, from which he presaged a comple vic-

tory; but, that he might not overshoot himself by
his own precipitation, he would not run the risk of

declaring himself, until her heart should be so far

entangled within his snares, as that neither the sug-

gestions of honour, prudence, or pride, should be able

to disengage it. Armed with this resolution, he

restrained the impatience of his temper within the

limits of the most delicate deportment. After hav-

ing solicited and obtained permission to attend her

to the next opera, he took her by the hand, and
pressing it to his lips in the most respectful manner,

went away, leaving her in a most whimsical state

of suspense, chequered with an interesting vicissi-

tude of hope and fear.

On the appointed day, he appeared again about

five o'clock in the afternoon, and found her native

charms so much improved by the advantages of

dress, that he was transported with admiration and
delight ;

and, while he conducted her to the Hay-
market, could scarce bridle the impetuosity of his

passion, so as to observe the forbearing maxims he

had adopted. When she entered the pit, he had
abundance of food for the gratification of his vanity

;

for, in a moment, she eclipsed all the female part of

the audience, each individual allowing in her own
heart that the stranger was by far the handsomest
woman there present, except herself.

Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double

triumph ; he was vain of this opportunity to en-

hance his reputation for gallantry among the ladies

of fashion who knew him, and proud of an occa-

sion to display his quality acquaintance to Emilia,

that she might entertain the greater idea of the

conquest she had made, and pay the more deference

to his importance in the sequel of his addresses.

That he might profit as much as possible by this

situation, he went up and accosted every person in

the pit, with whom he ever had the least commu-
nication, whispered and laughed with an affected

air of familiarity, and even bowed at a distance to

some of the nobility, on the slender foundation of

having stood near them at court, or presented them

with a pinch of rappee at White's chocolate-house.

This ridiculous ostentation, though now practised

with a view of promoting his design, was a weak-

ness that, in some degree, infected the whole of his

behaviour ; for nothing gave him so much joy irj

conversation, as an opportunity of giving the com-

pany to understand how well he was with persons

of distinguished rank and character. He woulo

often, for example, observe, as it were occasionally,

that the Duke of G was one of the best natured

men in the world, and illustrate this assertion by

some instance of his affability, in which he himself

was concerned. Then, by an abrupt transition, he

would repeat some repartee of Lady T , and

mention a certain bon mot of the Earl of C ,

which was uttered in his hearing.

Abundance of young men, in this manner, make
free with the names, though they have never had

access to the persons of the nobility ; but this was

not the case with Peregrine, who, in consideration

of his appearance and supposed fortune, together

with the advantage of his introduction, was, by this

time, freelv admitted to the tables of the great.

In his return with Emilia from the opera, though

he still maintained the most scrupulous decorum in

his behaviour, he plied her with the most passionate

expressions of love, squeezed her hand with great

fervency, protested that his whole soul was en-

grossed by her idea, and that he could not exist

independent of her favour. Pleased as she was

with his warm and pathetic addresses, together with

the respectful manner of his making love, she yet

had prudence and resolution sufficient to contain

her tenderness, which was ready to rim over ;
being

fortified against his arts, by reflecting, that, if his

aim was honourable, it was now his business to

declare it. On this consideration, she refused to

make any serious reply to his earnest expostula-

tions, but affected to receive them as the undeter-

mined effusions of gallantry and good breeding.

This fictitious gaiety and good humour, though

it baffled his hope of extorting from her an ac-

knowledgment of which he might have taken im-

mediate advantage, nevertheless encouraged him

to observe, as the chariot passed along the Strand,

that the night was far advanced ; that supper would

certainlybe over before they could reach her uncle's

house ; and to propose that he should wait upon

her to some place, where they might be accom-

modated with a slight refreshment. She was

offended at the freedom of this proposal, which,

however, she treated as a joke, thanking him for

his courteous offer, and assuring him, that when

she should be disposed for a tavern treat, he alone

should have the honour of bestowing it.

Her kinsman being engaged with company abroad,

and her aunt retired to rest, he had the good for-

tune to enjoy a tete-a-tete with her during a whole

hour, which he employed with such consummate

skill, that her caution was almost overcome. He
not only assailed her with the artillery of sighs,

vows, prayers, and tears, but even pawned his

honour in behalf of his love. He swore, with many
imprecations, that although her heart was surren-

dered to him at discretion, there was a principle

within him, which would never allow him to injure

such innocence and beauty ; and the transports of

his passion had, upon this occasion, so far overshot

his purpose, that if she had demanded an explar.a •
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tion while he was thus agitated, he would have
engaged himself to her wish by such ties as he
could not break with any regard to his reputation.

But from such expostulation she was deterred,

partly by pride, and partly by the dread of finding

nerself mistaken in such an interesting conjecture.

She therefore enjoyed the present flattering appear-

ance of her fate, was prevailed upon to accept the

jewels which he purchased with part of his winning
at Bath, and, with the most enchantingcondescension,
submitted to a warm embrace when he took his

leave, after having obtained permission to visit her
as often as his inclination and convenience would
permit.

In his return to his own lodgings, he was buoyed
up with his success to an extravagance of hope,

already congratulated himself upon his triumph
over Emilia's virtue, and began to project fu-

ture conquests among the most dignified charac-
ters of the female sex. But his attention was not
at all dissipated by these vain reflections ; he re-

solved to concentrate the whole exertion of his soul

upon the execution of his present plan, desisted, in

the meantime, from all other schemes of pleasure,

interest, and ambition, and took lodgings in the
city, for the more commodious accomplishment of
his purpose.

While our lover's imagination was thus agree-
ably regaled, his mistress did not enjoy her ex-
pectations without the intervention of doubts and
anxiety. His silence, touching the final aim of his

addresses, was a mystery on which she was afraid

of exercising her sagacity ; and her uncle tormented
her with inquiries into the circumstances of Pere-
grine's professions and deportment. Rather than
give this relation the least cause of suspicion, which
must have cut off all intercourse betwixt her and
her admirer, she said everything which she thought
would satisfy his care and concern for her welfare;
and, in consequence of such representation, she
enjoyed, without reserve, the company of our ad-
venturer, who prosecuted his plan with surprising
eagerness and perseverance.

CHAPTER LXXVI.
He prevails upon Emilia to accompany him to a Masquerade,
makes a treacherous Attempt upon her Affection, and

meets with a deserved Repulse.

Scarce a night elapsed in which he did not conduct
her to some public entertainment. When, by the
dint of his insidious carriage, he thought himself in

full possession of her confidence and affection, he
lay in wait for an opportunity ; and hearing her
observe in conversation, that she had never been at

a masquerade, begged leave to attend her to the
next ball ; at the same time extending his invita-

tion to the young lady in whose company he had
found her at the play, she being present when this

subject of discourse was introduced. He had flat-

tered himself, that this gentlewoman would decline
the proposal, as she was a person seemingly of a
demure disposition, who had been born and bred in
the city, where such diversions are looked upon as
scenes of lewdness and debauchery. Por once,
however, he reckoned without his host

; curiosity
is as prevalent in the city as at the court end of the
town. Emilia -no sooner signified her assent to his
proposal, than her friend, with an air of satisfac-

tion, agreed to make one of the party ; and he was

obliged to thank her for that complaisance which
laid him under infinite mortification. He set his

genius at work to invent some scheme for pre-
venting her unseasonable intrusion. Had an oppor-
tunity offered, he would have acted as her physician,

and administered a medicine that would have laid

her under the necessity of staying at home. But
his acquaintance with her being too slight to fur-

nish him with the means of executing this expe-
dient, he devised another, which was practised with
all imaginable success. Understanding that her
grandmother had left her a sum of money inde-

pendent of her parents, he conveyed a letter to her
mother, intimating, that her daughter, on pretence
of going to the masquerade, intended to bestow
herself in marriage to a certain person, and that in

a few days she would be informed of the circum-
stances of the whole intrigue, provided she would
keep this information secret, and contrive some
excuse for detaining the young lady at home, with-
out giving her cause to believe she was apprised of
her intention. This billet, subscribed, Your well-

wisher, and unknown humble servant, had the desired
effect upon the careful matron, who, on the ball

day, feigned herself so extremely ill, that Miss could
not with any decency quit her mamma's apart-

ment ; and therefore sent her apology to Emilia in

the afternoon, immediately after the arrival of
Peregrine, who pretended to be very much afflicted

with the disappointment, while his heart throbbed
with a transport of joy.

About ten o'clock the lovers set out for the Hay-
market, he being dressed in the habit of Pantaloon,
and she in that of Columbine ; and they had scarce
entered the house when the music struck up, the
curtain was withdrawn, and the whole scene dis-

played at once, to the admiration of Emilia, whose
expectation was infinitely surpassed by this exhi-
bition. Our gallant having conducted herthroughali
the different apartments, and described the economy
of the place, led her into the circle, and, in their turn,

they danced several minuets; then going to the side-

board, he prevailed upon her to eat some sweetmeats
and drink a glass of champaign. After a second
review of the company, they engaged in country
dances, at which exercise they continued, until our
adventurer concluded that his partner's blood was
sufficiently warm for the prosecution of his design.

On this supposition, which was built upon her de-
claring that she was thirsty and fatigued, he per-
suaded her to take a little refreshment and repose ;

and, for that purpose, handed her down stairs into
the eating-room, where, having seated her on the
floor, he presented her with a glass of wine and
water

; and, as she complained of being faint, ei-
-iched the draught with some drops of a certain
t-.lixir, which he recommended as a most excellent
restorative, though it was no other than a stimu-
lating tincture, which he had treacherously pro-
vided for the occasion. Having swallowed this
potion, by which her spirits were manifestly exhi-
larated, she ate a slice c-f ham, with the wing of a
cold pullet, and concluded the meal with a glass of
Burgundy, which she c>ank at the earnest entreaty
of her admirer. Thes- extraordinary cordials co-
operating with the ferment of her blood, which was
heated by violent motion, could not fail to affect the
constitution of a delicate young creature, who was
naturally sprightly and volatile. Her eyes began
to sparkle with unusual fire and vivacity, a thou-
sand brilliant sallies of wit escaped her, and every
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mask that accosted her underwent some smarting

repartee.

Peregrine, overjoyed at the success of his admi-

nistration, proposed that they should resume their

places at the country dances, with a view to pro-

mote and assist the efficacy of his elixir ; and, when

he thought her disposition was properly adapted

for the theic^ began to ply her with all the elocu-

tion of love. In order to elevate his own spirits to

that pitch of resolution which his scheme required,

he drank two whole bottles of Burgundy, which

inflamed his r^sion to such a degree, that he found

himself capable of undertaking and perpetrating

any scheme for the gratification of his desire.

Emilia, warmed by so many concurring incen-

tives, in favour of the man she loved, abated con-

siderably of her wonted reserve, listened to his

protestations with undissembled pleasure, and, in

the confidence of her satisfaction, even owned him

absolute master of her affections. Ravished with

this confession, he now deemed himself on the

brink cf reaping the delicious fruits of his art and

assiduitv ; and the morning being already pretty

far advanced, assented with rapture to the first pro-

posal she made of retiring to her lodgings. The

blinds of the chariot being pulled up, he took ad-

vantage of the favourable situation of her thoughts

;

and, on pretence of being whimsical, in consequence

of the wine he had swallowed, clasped her in his

arms, and imprinted a thousand kisses on her pout-

ing lips, a freedom which she pardoned as the pri-

vilege of intoxication. While he thus indulged

himself with impunity, the carriage halted, and

Pipes opening the door, his master handed her into

the passage, before she perceived that it was not

her uncle's house at which they had alighted.

Alarmed at this discovery, she, with some con-

fusion, desired to know his reason for conducting

her to a strange place at these hours. But he made

no replv. until he had led her into an apartment,

when he gave her to undertand, that, as her uncle's

family must be disturbed by her going thither so

late in the night, and the streets near Temple Bar

were infested by a multitude of robbers and cut-

throats, he had ordered his coachman to halt at this

house, which was kept by a relation of his, a

mightv good sort of a gentlewoman, who would be

proud of an opportunity to accommodate a person

for whom he was known to entertain such tender-

ness and esteem.

Emilia had too much penetration to be imposed

upon by this plausible pretext. In spite of her par-

tiality for Peregrine, which had never been inflamed

to such a pitch of complacency before, she compre-

hended his whole plan in a twinkling. Though

her blood boiled with indignation, she thanked him

with an affected air of serenity for his kind concern,

and expressed her obligation to his cousin ;
but, at

the same time, insisted upon going home, lest her

absence should terrify her uncle and aunt, who,

she knew, would not retire to rest till her return.

He urged her, with a thousand remonstrances,

to consult her own ease and safety, promising to

send Pipes into the citv, for the satisfaction of her

relations. But, finding her obstinately deaf to his

entreaties, he assured her. that he would, in a few

minutes, comply with her request ; and, in the mean

time, begged she would fortify herself against the

cold with a cordial, which he poured out in her

presence, and which, now that her suspicion was

aroused, she refused to taste, notwithstanding all his

importunities. He then fell on his knees before

her, and the tears gushing from his eyes, swore

that his passion was wound up to such a pitch of

impatience, that he could no longer live upon the

unsubstantial food of expectation ; and that, if she

would not vouchsafe to crown his happiness, he

would forthwith sacrifice himself to her disdain.

Such an abrupt address, accompanied with all the

symptoms of frantic agitation, could not fail to

perplex and affright the gentle Emilia, who, after

some recollection, replied with a resolute tone, that

she could not see what reason he had to complain

of her reserve, which she was not at liberty to lay

entirely aside, until he should have avowed his in-

tentions in form, and obtained the sanction of those

whom it was her duty to obey. " Divine creature!"

cried he, seizing her hand, and pressing it to his

hps "
it is from you alone I hope for that condescen-

sion, which would overwhelm me with transports

of celestial bliss. The sentiments of parents are

sordid, silly, and confined. I mean not then to sub-

ject my passion to such low restrictions as were

calculated for the purposes of common life. My
love is too delicate and refined to wear those vulgar

fetters, which serve only to destroy the merit of

voluntary affection, and to upbraid a man incessantly

with the articles of compulsion, under which he

lies My dear angel ! spare me the mortification

of being compelled to love you, and reign sole em-

press of my heart and fortune. I will not affront

vou so much as to talk of settlements ; my all is at

your disposal. In this pocket-book are notes to the

amount of two thousand pounds ; do me the plea-

sure to accept of them ; to-morrow I will lay ten

thousand more in your lap. In a word, you shall

be mistress of my whole estate, and I shall think

myself happy in living dependent on your bounty I

Heavens ! what were the emotions of the vir-

tuous, the sensible, the delicate, the tender Emilia s

heart, when she heard this insolent declaration from

the mouth of a man whom she had honoured with

her affection and esteem ! It was not simply horror,

grief, or indication, that she felt, in consequence

of this unworthy treatment, but the united pangs

of all too-ether, which produced a sort of hysteric

laugh, while she told him that she could not help

admiring his generosity.

Deceived by this convulsion, and the ironical

compliment that attended it, the lover thought he

had already made great progress in his operations,

and that it was now his business to storm the

fort bv a vigorous assault, that he might spare her

the confusion of yielding without resistance. Pos-

sessed by this vain suggestion, he started up, and,

folding her in his arms, began to obey the lunous

dictates of his unrulv and ungenerous desire. M ith

an air of cool determination, she demanded a

parlev; and when, upon her repeated request, he

Wanted it, addressed herself to him in these words,

while her eyes gleamed with all the dignity of the

most awful resentment. " Sir, I scorn to upbraid

you with a repetition of your former vows and pro-

testations, nor will I recapitulate the little arts you

have practised to ensnare my heart ; because, though

by dint of the most perfidious dissimulation you

have found means to deceive my opinion, your ut-

most efforts have never been able to lull the vigi-

lance of my conduct, or to engage my affection

beyond the power of discarding you without a tear,

whenever my honour should demand such a sacri-

fice. Sir, you are unworthy of my concern or
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regret, and the sigh that now struggles from my
breast is the result of sorrow, for my own want of

discernment. As for your present attempt upon my
chastity, I despise your power, as I detest your in-

tention. Though, under the mask of the most

delicate respect, you have decoyed me from the

immediate protection of my friends, and contrived

other impious stratagems to ruin my peace and re-

putation, I confide too much in my own innocence,

and the authority of the law, to admit one thought

of fear, much less to sink under the horror of this

shocking situation, into which I have been seduced.

Sir, your behaviour on this occasion is, in all re-

spects, low and contemptible. For, ruffian as you

are, you durst not harbour the thought of executing

your execrable scheme, while you knew my brother

was near enough to prevent or revenge the insult

;

so that you must not only be a treacherous villain,

but also a most despicable coward." Having ex-

pressed herself in this manner, with a most majestic

severity of aspect, she opened the door, and, walk-

ing down stairs with surprising resolution, com-

mitted herself to the care of a watchman, who
accommodated her with a hackney chair, in which

she was safely conveyed to her uncle's house.

Meanwhile, the lover was so confounded and

overawed by these cutting reproaches, and her

animated behaviour, that all his resolution forsook

him, and he found himself not only incapable of

obstructing her retreat, but even of uttering one

syllable to deprecate her wrath, or extenuate the

guilt of his own conduct. The nature of his dis-

appointment, and the keen remorse that seized him,

when he reflected upon the dishonourable footing

on which his character stood with Emilia, raised

such perturbation in his mind, that his silence was

succeeded by a violent fit of distraction, during

which he raved like a bedlamite, and acted a thou-

sand extravagancies, which convinced the people of

the house, a certain bagnio, that he had actually

lost his wits. I'ipes, with great concern, adopted

the same opinion ;
and, being assisted by the

waiters, hindered him, by main force, from running

out and. pursuing the fair fugitive, whom, in his

delirium, he alternately cursed and commended,

with horrid imprecations and lavish applause. His

faithful valet, having waited two whole hours, in

hopes of seeing this gust of passion overblown,

and perceiving that the paroxysm seemed rather to

increase, very prudently sent for a physician of his

master's acquaintance, who, having considered the

circumstances and symptoms of the disorder, di-

rected that he should be plentifully blooded, without

loss of time, and prescribed a draught to compose

the tumult of his spirits. These orders being

punctually performed, he grew more calm and

tractable, recovered his reflection so far as to be

ashamed of the ecstasy he had undergone, suffered

himself quietly to be undressed and put to bed, where

the fatigue, occasioned by his exercise at the mas-

querade, cooperated with the present dissipation of

his spirits to lull him into a profound sleep, which

greatly tended to the preservation of his intellects.

Not that he found himself in a state of perfect

tranquillity when he waked about noon. The re-

membrance of what had passed overwhelmed him
with mortification. Emilia's invectives still sounded

in his ears. And, while he deeply resented her

disdain, he could not help admiring her spirit, and

his heart did homage to her charms.
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CHAPTER LXXVII.

He endeavours to Reconcile himself to his Mistress, and

Expostulates with the Uncle, who forbids him the House.

In this state of division, he went home to his own
lodgings in a chair ; and while he deliberated with

himself whether he should relinquish the pursuit,

and endeavour to banish her idea from his breast,

or go immediately and humble himself before his

exasperated mistress, and offer his hand as an atone-

ment for his crime, his servant put in his hand a

packet, which had been delivered by a ticket-porter

at the door. He no sooner perceived that the su-

perscription was in Emilia's hand-writing, than he

guessed the nature of the contents ; and opening

the seal with disordered eagerness, found the jewels

he had given to her, enclosed in a billet, couched in

these words.
" That I may have no cause to reproach myself with

having retained the least memorial of a wretch whom 1

equallv despise and abhor, I take this opportunity of restoring

these ineffectual instruments of his infamous design upon

the honour of " Emilia."

His chagrin was so much galled and inflamed at

the bitterness of this contemptuous message, that he

gnawed his fingers till the blood ran over his nails,

and even wept with vexation. Sometimes he vowed

revenge against her haughty virtue, and reviled

himself for his precipitate declaration, before his

scheme was brought to maturity ; then he would

consider her behaviour with reverence and regard,

and bow before the irresistible power of her at-

tractions. In short, his breast was torn by conflicting

passions ; love, shame, and remorse, contended with

vanity, ambition, and revenge ; and the superiority

was still doubtful, when headstrong desire inter-

posed, and decided in favour of an attempt towards

a reconciliation with the offended fair.
_

Impelled by this motive, he set out in the after-

noon for the house of her uncle, not without hopes

of that tender enjoyment, which never fails to

attend an accommodation betwixt two lovers of

taste and sensibility. Though the consciousness

of his trespass encumbered him with an air of

awkward confusion, he was too confident of his own
qualifications and address to despair of forgiveness

;

and, by that time he arrived at the citizen's gate,

he had conned a very artful and pathetic harangue,

which he proposed to utter in his own behalf, laying

the blame of his conduct on the impetuosity of his

passion, increased by the Burgundy, which he had

too liberally drank. But he did not meet with an

opportunity to avail himself of this preparation.

Emilia, suspecting that he would take some step of

this kind to retrieve her favour, had gone abroad

on pretence of visiting, after having signified to

her kinsman her resolution to avoid the company
of Peregrine, on account ofsome ambiguities which,

she said, were last night remarkable in his de-

meanour at the masquerade. She chose to insinuate

her suspicion in these hints, rather than give an

explicit detail of the young man's dishonourable

contrivance, which might have kindled the resent-

ment of the family to some dangerous pitch of

animosity and revenge.

Our adventurer, finding himself baffled in his

expectation of seeing her, inquired for the old

gentleman, with whom he thought he had influence

enough to make his apology good, in case he should

find him prepossessed by the young lady's in-

formation. But here too he was disappointed, the

uncle having gone to dine in the country, and his



THE ADVENTURES OE^00

wife was indisposed ; so that he had no pretext for

staying in the house till the return of his charmer.

Being, however, fruitful of expedients, he dis-

missed his chariot, and took possession cf a room

in a tavern, the windows of which fronted the

merchant's gate ; and there he proposed to watch

until he should see her approach. This scheme he

put in practice with indefatigable patience, though

it was not attended with the expected success.

Emilia, whose caution was equally vigilant and

commendable, foreseeing that she might be exposed

to the fertility of his invention, came home by a

private passage, and entered by a postem, which

was altogether unknown to her admirer ; and her

uncle did not arrive until it was so late that he

could not, with any decency, demand a conference.

Next morning, he did not fail to present himself

at the door, and his mistress being denied by her own

express direction, insisted upon seeing the master

of the house, who received him with such coldness

of civility, as plainly gave him to understand that

he was acquainted with the displeasure of his niece.

He, therefore, with an air of candour, told the

citizen, he could easily perceive by his behaviour

that he was the confidant of 3\Bss Emily, of whom
he was come to ask pardon for the offence he had

given ; and did not doubt, if he could be admitted

to her presence, that he should be able to convince

her that he had not erred intentionally, or at least

propose such reparation as would effectually atone

for his fault.

To this remonstrance the merchant, without any

ceremony or circumlocution, answered, that though

he was ignorant of the nature of his offence, he

was very certain, that it must have been something

very flagrant that could irritate his niece to such a

degree, against a person for whom she had formerly

a most particular regard. He owned, she had

declared her intention to renounce his acquaintance

for ever, and, doubtless, she had good reason for

so doing; neither would he undertake to promote

an accommodation, unless he would give him full

power to treat on the score of matrimony, which he

supposed would be the only means of evincing his

own sincerity, and obtaining Emilia's forgiveness.

Peregrine's pride was kindled by this blunt de-

claration, which he could not help considering as

the residt of a scheme concerted betwixt the young

lady and her uncle, in order to take the advantage

of his heat. He therefore replied, with manifest

signs of disgust, that he did not apprehend there

was any occasion for a mediator to reconcile the

difference betwixt Emilia and him ; and that all he

desired was an opportunity of pleading in his own
behalf.

The citizen frankly told him, that, as his niece

had expressed an earnest desire of avoiding his

company, he would not put the least constraint upon

her inclination ; and, in the mean time, gave him

to know, that he was particularly engaged.

Our hero, glowing with indignation at this super-

cilious treatment, " I was in the wrong," said he,

" to look for good manners so far on this side of

Temple-Bar ; but you must give me leave to tell

you. sir, that unless I am favoured with an interview

with Miss Gauntlet, I shall conclude that you have

actually laid a constraint upon her inclination, for

some sinister purposes of your own." " Sir,

replied the old gentleman, "you are welcome to

make what conclusions shall seem good unto your

own imagination ; but pray be so good as to allow

me tlie privilege of being master in my own house."

So saying, he very complaisantly showed him to

the door ; and our lover being diffident of his own

temper, as well as afraid of being used with greater

indignity, in a place where his personal prowess

would only serve to heighten his disgrace, quitted

the house in a transport of rage, which he could

not wholly suppress, telling the landlord, that if his

age did not protect him, he would have chastised

him for his insolent behaviour.

CHAPTER LXXVHI.
He projects a violent Scheme, in consequence of which he

is involved in a most fatiguing Adventure, which greatly

tends towards the augmentation of his Chagrin.

Thus debarred of personal communication with his

mistress, he essayed to retrieve her good graces by

the most submissive and pathetic letters, which he

conveyed by divers artifices to her perusal ; but,

reaping no manner of benefit from these endeavours,

his passion acquired a degree of impatience little

inferior to downright frenzy ; and he determined

to run every risk of life, fortune, and reputation,

rather than desist from his unjustifiable pursuit.

Indeed, his resentment was now as deeply concerned

as his love, and each of these passions equally

turbulent and loud in demanding gratification.

He kept sentinels continually in pay, to give him

notice of her outgoings, in expectation of finding

some opportunity to carry her off ; but her circum-

spection entirely frustrated this design, for she

suspected every thing of that sort from a disposition

like his, and regulated her motions accordingly.

Baffled by her prudence and penetration, he

altered his plan. On pretence of being called to

his country house by some affair of importance, he

departed from London, and, taking lodgings at a

farmer's house that stood near the road through

which she must have necessarily passed in her

return to her mother, concealed himself from all

intercourse, except with his valet-de-chambre and

Pipes, who had orders to scour the country, and

reconnoitre every horse, coach, or carriage, that

should appear on that highway, with a view of

intercepting his Amanda in her passage.

He had waited in this ambuscade a whole week,

when his valet gave him notice, that he and his

fellow scout had discovered a chaise and six,

driving at full speed towards them ;
upon which

they had flapped their hats over their eyes, so as

they might not be known, in case they should be

seen, and concealed themselves behind a hedge,

from whence they could perceive in the carriage,

as it passed, a young man plainly dressed, with a

ladv in a mask, of the exact size, shape, and air of

Emilia ; and that Pipes followed them at a distance,

while he rode back to communicate this piece of

intelligence.

Peregrine would scarce allow him time to con-

clude his information. He ran down to the stable,

where his horse was kept ready saddled for the

purpose, and, never doubting that the lady in

question was his mistress, attended by one of her

uncle's clerks, mounted immediately, and rode full

gallop after the chaise, which, when he had pro-

ceeded about two miles, he understood from

Pipes, had put up at a neighbouring inn. Though

his inclination prompted him to enter her apart-

ment without farther delay, he suffered himself to

be dissuaded from taking such a precipitate step,

by his privy counsellor, who observed, that it would
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be impracticable to execute his purpose of convey-
ing her against her will from a public inn, that

stood in the midst of a populous village, which
would infallibly rise in her defence. He advised
him therefore to lie in wait for the chaise, in some
remote and private part of the road, where they
might accomplish their aim without difficulty or
danger. In consequence of this admonition, our
adventurer ordered Pipes to reconnoitre the inn,

that she might not escape another way, while he
and the valet, in order to avoid being seen, took a
circuit by an unfrequented path, and placed them-
selves in ambush, on a spot which they chose for

the scene of their achievement. Here they tarried

a full hour, without seeing the carriage, or hearing
from their sentinel. So that the youth, unable to

exert his patience one moment longer, left the
foreigner in his station, and rode back to his faith-

ful lacquey, who assured him, that the travellers

had not yet hove up their anchor, or proceeded on
their voyage.

Notwithstanding this intimation, Pickle began to

entertain such alarming suspicions, that he could
not refrain from advancing to the gate, and inquire

for the company which had lately arrived in a
chaise and six. The innkeeper, who was not at all

pleased with the behaviour of those passengers, did
not think proper to observe the instructions he had
received ; on the contrary, he plainly told him,
that the chaise did not halt, but only entered at

one door, and went out at the other, with a view to

deceive those who pursued it, as he guessed from
the words of the gentleman, who had earnestly
desired that his route might be concealed from any
person who should inquire about their motions.
" As for my own peart, measter," continued this

charitable publican, " I believes as how they are no
better than they should be, else they wouldn't be in

such a deadly fear of being overtaken. Methinks,
said I, when I saw them in such a woundy pother
to be gone, oddshheartlikins ! this must be some
London prentice running away with his measter's
daughter, as sure as I'm a living soul. But, be he
who he will, sartain it is, a has nothing of the gen-
tleman about en ; for, thof a asked such a favour, a
never once put hand in pocket, or said, ' Dog, will

you drink?' Howsomever, that don't argufy in

reverence of his being in a hurry ; and a man may
be sometimes a little too judgmatical in his con-
jectures." In all probability, this loquacious land-

ord would have served the traveller effectually,

had Peregrine heard him to an end ; but this im-
petuous youth, far from listening to the sequel of
his observations, interrupted him in the beginning
of his career, by asking eagerly which road they
followed ; and, having received the innkeeper's

directions, clapped spurs to his horse, commanding
Pipes to make the valet acquainted with his course,

that they might attend him with all imaginable
despatch.

By the publican's account of their conduct, his

former opinion was fully confirmed. He plied his

steed to the height of his metal ; and so much was
tiis imagination engrossed by the prospect of having
Emilia in his power, that he did not perceive the
road on which he travelled was quite different from
that which led to the habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet.

The valet-de-chambre was an utter stranger to that

part of the county
; and, as for Mr. Pipes, such

jonsiderations were altogether foreign to the eco-
aomy of his reflection.

Ten long miles had our hero rode, when his eyes
were blessed with the sight of the chaise ascending
an hill, at the distance of a good league

; upon
which he doubled his diligence in such a manner,
that he gained upon the carriage every minute,

and at length approached so near to it, that he
could discern the lady and her conductor, with
their heads thrust out at the windows, looking

back, and speaking to the driver alternately, as if

they earnestly besought him to augment the speed

of his cattle.

Being thus, as it were, in sight of port, while he
crossed the road, his horse happened to plunge into

a cart rut with such violence, that he was thrown
several yards over his head ; and the beast's

shoulder being slipped by the fall, he found himself

disabled from plucking the fruit, which was almost

within his reach ; for he had left his servants at a
considerable distance behind him ; and although

they had been at his back, and supplied him with
another horse, they were so indifferently mounted,
that he could not reasonably expect to overtake the

flyers, who profited so much by this disaster that

the chaise vanished in a moment.
It may be easily conceived how a young man of

his disposition passed his time, in this tantalizing

situation. He ejaculated with great fervency ; but
his prayers were not the effects of resignation. He
ran back on foot, with incredible speed, in order to

meet his valet, whom he unhorsed in a twinkling

;

and, taking his seat, began to exercise his whip and
spurs, after having ordered the Swiss to follow him
on the other gelding, and committed the lame
hunter to the care of Pipes.

Matters being adjusted in this manner, our ad-

venturer prosecuted the race with all his might

;

and, having made some progress, was informed by
a countryman, that the chaise had struck off into

another road, and, according to his judgment, was
by that time about three miles a-head ;

though, in all

probability, the horses would not be able to hold out

much longer, because they seemed to be quite spent

when they passed his door. Encouraged by this

intimation, Peregrine pushed on with great alacrity,

though he could not regain sight of the desired

object, till the clouds of night began to deepen, and
even then he enjoyed nothing more than a tran-

sient glimpse ; for the carriage was no sooner seen,

than shrouded again from his view. These vexa-
tious circumstances animated his endeavours, while

they irritated his chagrin. In short, he continued
his pursuit till the night was far advanced, and
himself so uncertain about the object of his care,

that he entered a solitary inn, with a view of
obtaining some intelligence, when, to his infinite

joy, he perceived the chaise standing by itself, and
the horses panting in the yard. In full confidence
of his having arrived at last at the goal of all his

wishes, he alighted instantaneously, and, running
up to the coachman, with a pistol in his hand, com-
manded him, in an imperious tone, to conduct him
to the lady's chamber, on pain of death. The driver,

affrighted at this menacing address, protested, with
great humility, that he did not know whither his

fare had retired ; for that he himself was paid and
dismissed from the service, because he would not
undertake to drive them all night across the country,
without stopping to refresh his horses. But he
promised to go in quest of the waiter, who would
show him to their apartment. He was accordingly
detached on that errand, while our hero stood
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sentinel at the gate, till the arrival of his valet-de-

chumbre, who joining him by accident, before the

coachman returned, relieved him in his watch;

and then the young gentleman, exasperated at his

messenger's delay, rushed, with fury in his eyes,

from room to room, denouncing vengeance upon

the whole family ; but he did not meet with one

living soul, until he entered the garret, where he

found the landlord and his wife in bed. This

chicken-hearted couple, by the light of a rush can-

dle that burned on the hearth, seeing a stranger

burst into the chamber, in such a terrible attitude,

were seized with consternation ; and, exalting then-

voices, in a most lamentable strain, begged, for the

passion of Christ, that he would spare their lives,

and take all they had.

Peregrine guessing, from this exclamation, and

the circumstance of their being abed, that they

mistook him for a robber, and were ignorant of

that which he wanted to know, dispelled their terror,

by making them acquainted with the cause of his

visit, and desired the husband to get up with all

possible despatch, in order to assist and attend him

in his search.

Thus reinforced, he rummaged every corner ot

the inn, and, at last, finding the hostler in the stable,

was by him informed, to his unspeakable mortifica-

tion, that the gentleman and lady who arrived in

the chaise, had immediately hired post-horses for a

certain village at the distance of fifteen miles, and

departed without halting for the least refreshment.

Our adventurer, mad with his disappointment,

mounted his horse in an instant, and, with his at-

tendant, took the same road, with full determination

to die, rather than desist from the prosecution of

his design. He had, by this time, rode upwards of

thirty miles since three o'clock in the afternoon
;

so that the horses were almost quite jaded, and

travelled this stage so slowly, that it was morning

before they reached the place of their destination,

where, far from finding the fugitives, he understood

that no such persons as he described had passed

that way, and that, in all likelihood, they had taken

a quite contrary direction, while in order to mis-

lead him in his pursuit, they had amused the

hostler with a false route. This conjecture was

strengthened by his perceiving, now for the first

time, that he had deviated a considerable way from

the road, through which they must have journeyed,

in order to arrive at the place of her mother's

residence ; and these suggestions utterly deprived

him of the small remains of recollection which

he had hitherto retained. His eyes rolled about,

witnessing rage and distraction ; he foamed at

the mouth, stamped upon the ground with great

violence, uttered incoherent imprecations against

himself and all mankind, and would have sallied

forth again, he knew not whither, upon the same

horse, which he had already almost killed with

fatigue, had not his confidant found means to quiet

the tumult of his thoughts, and recal his reflection,

by representing the condition of the poor animals,

and advising him to hire fresh horses, and ride post

across the country, to the village in the neighbour-

hood of Mrs. Gauntlet's habitation, where they

should infallibly intercept the daugther, provided

they could get the start of her upon the road.

Peregrine not only relished, but forthwith acted

in conformity with this good counsel. His own

horses were committed to the charge of the land-

lord, with directions for Pipes, in case he should

come in quest of his master ; and a couple of stout

geldings being prepared, he and his valet took the

road again, steering their course according to the

motions of the post-boy, who undertook to be their

guide. They had almost finished the first stage,

when they descried a post-chaise just halting at the

inn where they proposed to change horses ;
upon

which our adventurer, glowing with a most in-

teresting presage, put his beast to the full speed,

and approached near enough to distinguish, as the

travellers quitted the carriage, that he had at last

come up with the very individual persons whom he

had pursued so long.

Flushed with this discovery, he galloped into the

yard so suddenly, that the lady and her conductor

scarce had time to shut themselves up in a chamber,

to which they retreated with great precipitation ;

so that the pursuer was now certain of having

housed his prey. That he might, however, leave

nothing to fortune, he placed himself upon the stair

by which they had ascended to the apartment, and

sent up his compliments to the young lady, desiring

the favour of being admitted to her presence, other-

wise he should be obliged to wave all ceremony,

and take that liberty which she would not give.

The servant, having conveyed his message through

the key-hole, returned with an answer, importing

that she would adhere to the resolution she had

taken, and perish, rather than comply with his will.

Our adventurer, without staying to make any re-

joinder to this reply, ran up stairs, and, thundering

at the door for entrance, was given to understand

by the nymph's attendant, that a blunderbuss was

ready primed for his reception, and that he would

do well to spare him the necessity of shedding

blood in defence of a person who had put herself

under his protection. " All the laws of the land,"

said he, " cannot now untie the knots by which we

are bound together ; and therefore I will guard her

as my own property; so that you had better desist

from your fruitless attempt, and thereby consult

your own safety ; for, by the God that made me,

I will discharge my piece upon you, as soon as you

set your nose within the door—and your blood be

upon your own head." These menaces, from a

citizen's clerk, would have been sufficient motives

for Pickle to storm the breach, although they had

not been reinforced by that declaration, which

informed him of Emilia's having bestowed herself

in marriage upon such a contemptible rival. This

sole consideration added wings to his impetuosity,

and he applied his foot to the door with such irre-

sistible force, as bursted it open in an instant,

entering at the same time with a pistol ready cocked

in his hand. His antagonist, instead of firing his

blunderbuss, when he saw him approach, started

back with evident signs of surprise and consterna-

tion, exclaiming, " Lord Jesus ! Sir, you are not the

man ! and, without doubt, are under some mistake

with regard to us."

Before Peregrine had time to answer this saluta-

tion, the lady, hearing it, advanced to him, and

pulling off a mask, discovered a face which he had

never seen before. The Gorgon's head, according

to the fables of antiquity, never had a more instan-

taneous or petrifying effect, than that which this

countenance produced upon the astonished youth.

His eyes were fixed upon this unknown object, as

if they had been attracted by the power of en-

chantment, his feet seemed rivetted to the ground.

?nd, after having stood motionless for the space of
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a few minutes, he dropped down in an apoplexy

of disappointment and despair. The Swiss, who

had followed him, seeing his master in this

condition, lifted him up, and, laying him upon a

bed in the next room, let him blood immediately,

without hesitation, being always provided with a

case of lancets, against all accidents on the road.

To this foresight our hero, in all probability, was

indebted for his life. By virtue of a very copious

evacuation, he recovered the use of his senses ; but

the complication of fatigues and violent transports,

which he had undergone, brewed up a dangerous

fever in his blood; and a physician being called

from the next market-town, several days elapsed

before he would answer for his life.

CHAPTER LXXIX.
Peregrine sends a Message to Mrs. Gauntlet, who rejects his

Proposal—He repairs to the Garrison.

At length, however, his constitution overcame his

disease, though not before it had in a great measure

tamed the fury of his disposition, and brought him

to a serious consideration of his conduct. In this

humiliation of his spirits, he reflected with shame

and remorse upon his treachery to the fair, the

innocent Emilia ; he remembered his former senti-

ments in her favour, as well as the injunctions of his

dying uncle ; he recollected his intimacy with her

brother, against which he had so basely sinned ;

and, revolving all the circumstances of her conduct,

found it so commendable, spirited and noble, that

he deemed her an object of sufficient dignity to

merit his honourable addresses, even though his

duty had not been concerned in the decision. But,

obligated as he was to make reparation to a worthy

family, which he had so grossly injured, he thought

he could not manifest his reformation too soon

;

and, whenever he found himself able to hold the

pen, wrote a letter to Mrs. Gauntlet, wherein he

acknowledged, with many expressions of sorrow

and contrition, that he had acted a part altogether

unbecoming a man of honour, and should never

enjoy the least tranquillity of mind, until he should

have merited her forgiveness. He protested, that,

although his happiness entirely depended upon the

determination of Emilia, he would even renounce

all hope of being blessed with her favour, if she

could point out any other method of making re-

paration to that amiable young lady, but by laying

his heart and fortune at her feet, and submitting

himself to her pleasure during the remaining part

of his life, He conjured her, therefore, in the

most pathetic manner, to pardon him, in considera-

tion of his sincere repentance, and to use her

maternal influence with her daughter, so as that he

might be permitted to wait upon her with a wedding-

ring, as soon as his health would allow him to

undertake the journey.

This explanation being despatched by Pipes, who
had, by this time, found his master, the young gen-

tleman inquired about the couple whom he had so

unfortunately pursued, and understood from his

valet-de-chambre, who learned the story from their

own mouths, that the lady was the only daughter

of a rich Jew, and her attendant no other than Ms
apprentice, who had converted her to Christianity,

and married her at the same time ; that this secret

having taken air, the old Israelite had contrived a

scheme to separate them for ever ; and they being

apprised of his intention, had found means to elope

from his house, with a view of sheltering them-

selves in France, until the affair could be made up

;

that, seeing three men ride after them with such

eagerness and speed, they never doubted that the

pursuers were her father, and some friends or do-

mestics, and on that supposition had fled with the

utmost despatch and trepidation, until they had

found themselves happily undeceived, at that very

instant when they expected nothing but mischief

and misfortune. Lastly, the Swiss gave him to

understand, that, after having professed some con-

cern for his deplorable situation, and enjoyed a

slight refreshment, they had taken their departure

for Dover, and, in all likelihood, were safely arrived

at Paris.

In four-and-twenty hours after Pipes was charged

with his commission, he brought back an answer

from the mother of Emilia, couched in these words

:

"Sir,—I received the favour of yours, and am glad, for

your own sake, that you have attained a due sense and con-

viction of your unkind and unchristian behaviour to poor

Emy. I thank God, none of my children were ever so in-

sulted before. Give me leave to tell you, sir, my daughter

was no upstart, without friends or education, but a young

lady, as well bred, and better born, than most private gentle-

women in the kingdom ; and therefore, though you had tut

esteem for her person, you ought to have paid some regard

to her family, which, no disparagement to you, sir, is more
honourable than your own As for your proposal, Hiss

Gauntlet will not hear of it, being that she thinks her honour

will not allow her to listen to any terms of reconciliation ;

and she is not yet so destitute, as to embrace an offer to

which she has the least objection. In the meantime, she is

so murh indisposed, that she cannot possibly see company;

so 1 beg you will not take the trouble of making a fruitless

journey to this place. Perhaps your future conduct may de-

serve her forgiveness , and really, as 1 am concerned for your

happiness, which you assure me depends upon her conde-

scension, I wish with all my heart it may ; and am, notwith-

standing all that has happened, your sincere well-wisher,
" Cecilia Gauntlet."

Prom this epistle, and the information of his

messenger, our hero learned, that his mistress had

actually profited by his wild-goose chase, so as to

make a safe retreat to her mother's house. Though

sorry to hear of her indisposition, he was also

piqued at her implacability, as well as at some

stately paragraphs of the letter, in which, he

thought, the good lady had consulted her own
vanity, rather than her good sense. These motives

of resentment helped him to bear his disappoint-

ment like a philosopher, especially as he had now
quieted his conscience, in proffering to redress the

injury he had done ; and, moreover, found himself,

with regard to his love, in a calm state of hope and

resignation.

A seasonable fit of illness is an excellent medi-

cine for the turbulence of passion. Such a refor-

mation had the fever produced in the economy of

his thoughts, that he moralized like an apostle,

and projected several prudential schemes for his

future conduct.

In the meantime, as soon as his health was suf-

ficiently re-established, he took a trip to the garri-

son, in order to visit his friends ; and learned from

Hatchway's own mouth, that he had broke the ice

of courtship to his aunt, and that his addresses

were now fairly afloat ;
though, when he first de-

clared himself to the widow, after she had been

duly prepared for the occasion, by her niece and

the rest of her friends, she had received his pro-

posal with a becoming reserve, and piously wept at

the remembrance of her husband, observing, that

she should never meet with his fellow.

Peregrine promoted the lieutenant's suit with, all
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his influence ; and all Mrs. Trunnion's objections to

the match being surmounted, it was determined,

that the day of marriage should be put off for three

months, that her reputation might not suffer by a

precipitate engagement. His next care was to give

orders for erecting a plain marble monument to the

memory of his uncle, on which the following in-

scription, composed by the bridegroom, actually

appeared in golden letters.

Here lies,

Foundered in a fathom and half,

The shell

Of
Hawser TeckniOK, Esq.

Formerly commander of a squadron

In his Majesty's service,

Who broached to, at five P.M. Oct. x.

In the year of his age

Threescore and nineteen.

He kept his guns always loaded,

And his tackle ready manned,

And never showed his poop to the enemy,
Except when he took her in tow ;

But,

His shot being expended,

His match burnt out,

And his upper works decayed,

He was sunk
By Death's superior weight of metal.

Nevertheless,

He will be weighed again

At the Great Day,
His rigging refitted,

And his timbers repaired,

And, with one broadside,

Make his adversary
Strike in his turn.

CHAPTER LXXX.

He returns to London, and meets with Cadwallader, who

entertains him with many curious Particulars—Crabtree

sounds the Duchess, and undeceives Pickle, who, by an

extraordinary Accident, becomes acquainted with another

Lady of Quality.

The young gentleman having performed these last

offices in honour of his deceased benefactor, and

presented Mr. Jolter to the long-expected living,

which at this time happened to be vacant, returned

to London, and resumed his former gaiety—not

that he was able to shake Emilia from his thought,

or even to remember her without violent emotions

;

for, as he recovered his vigour, his former impa-

tience recurred, and therefore he resolved to plunge

himself headlong into some intrigue, that might

engage his passions and amuse his imagination.

A man of his accomplishments could not fail to

meet with a variety of subjects on which his gal-

lantry would have been properly exercised; and

this abundance distracted his choice, which at any

time was apt to be influenced by caprice and whim.

I have already observed, that he had lifted his

view, through a matrimonial perspective, as high

as a lady of the first quality and distinction ; and,

now that he was refused "by itfiss Gauntlet, and

enjoyed a little respite from the agonies of that

flame which her charms had kindled in his heart,

he renewed his assiduities to her grace. Though
he durst not yet risk an explanation, he enjoyed

the pleasure of seeing himself so well received in

quality of a particular acquaintance, that he flat-

tered "himself with the belief of his having made
some progress in her heart ; and was confirmed in

this conceited notion by the assurances of her

woman, whom, by liberal largesses, he retained in

his interest, because she found means to persuade

him that she was in the confidence of her lady.

But, notwithstanding this encouragement, and the

sanguine suggestions of his own vanity, he dreaded

the thoughts of exposing himself to her ridicule

and resentment by a premature declaration, and

determined to postpone his addresses, until he

should be more certified of the probability of suc-

ceeding in his attempt.

While he remained in this hesitation and suspense,

he was one morning very agreeably surprised with

the appearance of his friend Crabtree, who, by the

permission of Pipes, to whom he was well known,

entered his chamber before he was awake, and, by

a violent shake of the shoulder, disengaged him

from the arms of sleep. The first compliments

having mutually passed, Cadwallader gave him to

understand, that he had arrived in town over night

in the stage-coach from Bath, and entertained him

with such a ludicrous account of his fellow travel-

lers, that Peregrine, for the first time since their

parting, indulged himself in mirth, even to the

hazard of suffocation.

Crabtree. having rehearsed these adventures, iu

such a peculiarity of manner as added infinite ridi-

cule to every circumstance, and repeated every scan-

dalous report which had circulated at Bath, after

Peregrine's departure, was informed by the youth,

that he harboured a design upon the person of such

a duchess, and in all appearance had no reason to

complain of his reception ; but that he would not

venture to declare himself, until he should be more

ascertained of her sentiments ; and therefore he

begged leave to depend upon the intelligence of his

friend Cadwallader, who, he knew, was admitted

to her parties.

The misanthrope, before he would promise his

assistance, asked if his prospect verged towards

matrimony ? and our adventurer, who guessed the

meaning of his question, replying in the negative,

he undertook the office of reconnoitering her incli-

nation, protesting at the same time, that he would

never concern himself in any scheme that did not

tend to the disgrace and deception of all the sex.

On these conditions he espoused the interest of

our hero ; and a plan was immediately concerted,

in consequence of which they met by accident at

her grace's table. Pickle having staid all the

forepart of the evening, and sat out all the company,

except the misanthrope and a certain widow lady,

who was said to be in the secrets ofmy lady duchess,

went away on pretence of an indispensable engage-

ment, that Crabtree might have a proper opportu-

nity of making him the subject of conversation.

Accordingly, he had scarce quitted the apart-

ment, when this cvnic, attending him to the door

with a look of morose disdain, " Were I an absolute

prince," said he, " and that fellow one of my sub-

jects, I would order him to be clothed in sackcloth,

and he should drive my asses to water, that his

lofty spirit might be lowered to the level of his

deserts. The pride of a peacock is downright self-

denial, when compared with the vanity of that

coxcomb, which was naturally arrogant, but is now

rendered altogether intolerable, by the reputation

he acquired at Bath, for kicking a bully, outwitting

a club of raw sharpers, and divers other pranks, in

the execution of which he was more lucky than

wise. But nothing has contributed so much to the

increase of his insolence and self-conceit, as the

favour he found among the ladies. Ay, the ladies,

madam, I care not who knows it—the ladies, who,
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to their honour he it spoken, never failed to pa-
tronise foppery and folly, provided they solicit their
encouragement. And yet this dog was not on the
footing of those hermaphroditical animals, who may
he reckoned among the numher of waiting-women,
who air your shifts, comh your lap-dogs, examine
your noses with magnifying glasses, in order to
squeeze out the worms, clean your teeth-brushes,
sweeten your handkerchiefs, and soften waste paper
for your occasions. This fellow Pickle was enter-
tained for more important purposes ; his turn of
duty never came till all those lapwings were gone
to roost ; then he scaled windows, leaped over gar-
den walls, and was let in by Mrs. Betty in the dark.
Nay, the magistrates of Bath complimented him
with the freedom ofthe corporation, merely because,
through his means, the waters had gained extraor-
dinary credit ; for every female of a tolerable ap-
pearance, that went thither on account of her steri-

lity, got the better of her complaint, during his
residence at Bath. And now the fellow thinks no
woman can withstand his addresses. He had not
been here three minutes, when I could perceive,
with half an eye, that he had marked out your
grace for a conquest—I mean in an honourable way

;

though the rascal has impudence enough to attempt
anything." So saying, he fixed his eyes upon the
duchess, who, while her face glowed with indigna-
tion, turning to her confidant, expressed herself in
these words. " Upon my life ! I believe there is

actually some truth in what this old ruffian says
;

I have myself observed that young fellow eyeing
me with a very particular stare." " It is not to be
at all wondered at," said her friend, " that a youth
of his complexion should be sensible to the charms
of your grace ! but I dare say he would not pre-
sume to entertain any but the most honourable and
respectful sentiments." " Respectful sentiments !"

cried my lady, with a look of ineffable disdain, " if

I thought the fellow had assurance enough to think
of me in any shape, I protest I would forbid him
my house. Upon my honour, such instances of
audacity shoidd induce persons of quality to keep
your small gentry at a greater distance ; for they
are very apt to grow impudent, upon the least
countenance or encouragement."

Cadwallader, satisfied with this declaration,
changed the subject of discourse, and next day
communicated his discovery to his friend Pickle,
who upon this occasion felt the most stinging sen-
sations of mortified pride, and resolved to quit his
prospect with a good grace. Nor did the execution
of this self-denying scheme cost him one moment's
uneasiness ; for his heart had never been interested
in the pursuit, and his vanity triumphed in the
thoughts of manifesting his indifference. Accord-
ingly, the very next time he visited her grace, his
behaviour was remarkably frank, sprightly, and
disengaged ; and the subject of love being artfully
introduced by the widow, who had been directed to
sound his inclinations, he rallied the passion with
great ease and severity, and made no scruple of
declaring himself heart-whole.
Though the duchess had resented his supposed

affection, she was now offended at his insensibility,
and even signified her disgust, by observing, that
perhaps his attention to his own qualifications
screened him from the impression of all other
objects.

While he enjoyed this sarcasm, the meaning of
which he could plainly discern, the company was

joined by a certain virtuoso, who had gained free
access to all the great families of the land, by his
notable talent of gossiping and buffoonery. He
was now in the seventy-fifth year of his age ; his
birth was so obscure, that he scarce knew his father's
name

; his education suitable to the dignity of his
descent ; his character publicly branded with homi-
cide, profligacy, and breach of trust

; yet this man,
by the happy inheritance of impregnable effrontery,
and a lucky prostitution of all principle in render-
ing himself subservient to the appetites of the great,
had attained to an independency of fortune, as well
as to such a particular share of favour among the
quality, that, although he was well known to have
pimped for three generations of the nobility, there
was not a lady of fashion in the kingdom who
scrupled to admit him to her toilette, or even to be
squired by him in any place of public entertain-
ment. Not but that this sage was occasionally
useful to his fellow-creatures, by these connexions
with people of fortune ; for he often undertook to
solicit charity in behalf of distressed objects, with
a view of embezzling one-half of the benefactions.
It was an errand of this kind that now brought him
to the house of her grace.

After having sat a few minutes, he told the com-
pany that he would favour them with a very pro-
per opportunity to extend their benevolence, for
the relief of a poor gentlewoman, who was reduced
to the most abject misery, by the death of her hus-
band, and just delivered of a couple of fine boys.
They, moreover, understood from his information,
that this object was daughter of a good family, who
had renounced her in consequence of her marry-
ing an ensign without a fortune; and even ob-
structed his promotion with all their influence and
power; a circumstance of barbarity which had
made such an impression upon his mind, as disor-
dered his brain, and drove him to despair, in a fit

of which he had made away with himself, leaving
his wife, then big with child, to all the horrors of
indigence and grief.

Various were the criticisms on this pathetic pic-
ture, which the old man drew with great expression.
My lady duchess concluded, that she must be a
creature void of all feeling and reflection, who could
survive such aggravated misery, therefore, did not
deserve to be relieved, except in the character of a
common beggar ; and was generous enough to offer
a recommendation, by which she would be admitted
into an infirmary, to which her grace was a sub-
scriber

; at the same time advising the solicitor to
send the twins to the Foundling Hospital, where
they would be carefully nursed and brought up, so
as to become useful members to the commonwealth.
Another lady, with all due deference to the opinion
of the duchess, was free enough to blame the gene-
rosity of her grace, which would only serve to en-
courage children in disobedience to their parents,
and might be the means not only of prolonging the
distress of the wretched creature, but also of ruin-
ing the constitution of some young heir, perhaps
the hope of a great family ! for she did suppose
that madam, when her month should be up, and her
brats disposed of, would spread her attractions to
the public, provided she could profit by her person,
and, in the usual way, make a regular progress
from St. James's to Drury Lane. She apprehended,
for these reasons, that their compassion would be
most effectually shown, in leaving her to perish in
her present necessity ; and that the old gentleman
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-would be unpardonable, should lie persist in his en-

deavours to relieve her. A third member of this

tender-hearted society, after having asked if the

young woman was handsome, and being answered

in the negative, allowed that there was a great deal

of reason in what had been said by the honourable

person who had spoke last ; nevertheless, she hum-

bly conceived her sentence would admit of some

mitigation. " Let the bantlings," said she, "be sent

to the hospital, according to the advice of her grace,

and a small collection be made for the present sup-

port of the mother ; and, when her health is re-

covered, I will take her into my family, in quality

of an upper servant, or medium between me and

my woman ;
for, upon my life ! I can't endure

to" chide or give directions to a creature, who is, m
point of birth and education, but one degree above

the vulgar." .

This proposal met with universal approbation.

The duchess, to her immortal honour, began the

contribution with a crown ; so that the rest of the

company were obliged to restrict their liberality to

half the sum, that her grace might not be affronted.

And the proposer, demanding the poor woman's

name and place of abode, the old mediator could

not help giving her ladyship a verbal direction,

though he was extremely mortified, on more accounts

than one, to find such an issue to his solicitation.

Peregrine, who, " though humorous as winter,

had a tear for pity, and a hand open as day for

melting charity," was shocked at the nature and

result of this ungenerous consultation. He con-

tributed his half-crown, however, and, retiring from

the company, betook himself to the lodgings of the

forlorn lady in the straw, according to the direction

he had heard. Upon inquiry, he understood that

she was then visited by some charitable gentle-

woman, who had sent for a nurse, and waited the

return of the messenger; and he sent up his respects,

desiring he might be permitted to see her, on pre-

tence of having been intimate with her late husband.

Though the poor woman had never heard of his

name, she did not think proper to deny his request;

and he was conducted to a paltry chamber in the

third story, where he found this unhappy widow

sitting upon a truckle-bed, and suckling one of her

infants, with the most piteous expression of anguish

in her features, which were naturally regular and

sweet, while the other was fondled on the knee of

a person, whose attention was so much engrossed

by her little charge, that, for the present, she could

mind nothing else ; and it was not till after the first

compliments passed betwixt the hapless mother

and our adventurer, that he perceived the stranger's

countenance, which inspired him with the highest

esteem and admiration. He beheld all the graces

of elegance and beauty, breathing sentiment and

beneficence, and softened into the most enchanting

tenderness of weeping sympathy. When he de-

clared the cause of his visit, which was no other

than the desire of befriending the distressed lady,

to whom he presented a bank-note for twenty

pounds, he was favoured with such a look of com-

placency by this amiable phantom, who might have

been justly taken for an angel ministering to the

necessities of mortals, that his whole soul was

transported with love and veneration. Nor was

this prepossession diminished by the information

of the widow, who, after having manifested her

gratitude in a flood of tears, told him, that the un-

known object of his esteem was a person of honour,

who having heard by accident of her deplorable

situation, had immediately obeyed the dictates of

her humanity, and come in person to relieve her

distress ; that she had not only generously supplied

her with money for present sustenance, but also un-

dertaken to provide a nurse for her babes, and even

promised to favour her with protection, should she

survive her present melancholy situation. To these

articles of intelligence she added, that the name of

her benefactress was the celebrated Lady ,
to

whose character the youth was no stranger, though

he had never seen her person before. The killing

edge of her charms was a little blunted by the

accidents of time and fortune ; but no man of taste

and imagination, whose nerves were not quite chilled

with the frost of age, could, even at that time, look

upon her with impunity. And as Peregrine saw

her attractions heightened by the tender office m
which she was engaged, he was smitten with her

beauty, and so ravished with her compassion, that

he could not suppress his emotions, but applauded

her benevolence with all the warmth of enthusiasm.

Her ladyship received his compliments with

great politeness and affability. And the occasion

on which they met being equally interesting to

both, an acquaintance commenced between them,

and they concerted measures for the benefit of the

widow and her two children, one of whom our hero

bespoke for his own godson ; for Pickle was not so

obscure in the beau monde, but that his fame had

reached the ears of this lady, who, therefore, did

not discourage his advances towards her friendship

and esteem. . .

All the particulars relating to their charge being

adjusted, he attended her ladyship to her own house

;

and, by her conversation, had the pleasure of find-

ing her understanding suitable to her other accom-

plishments. Nor had she any reason to think that

our hero's qualifications had been exaggerated by

common report.

One of their adopted children died before it was

baptized; so that their care concentred in the

other, for whom they stood sponsors. Understand-

ing that the old agent was become troublesome in

his visits to the mother, to whom he now began

to administer such counsel as shocked the delicacy

of her virtue, they removed her into another lodg-

ing, where she would not be exposed to his machi-

nations. In less than a month, our hero learned

from a nobleman of his acquaintance, that the hoary

pander had actually engaged to procure for him

this poorafflicted gentlewoman; andbemglrustrated

in his intention,substituted in her room a nymphfrom

the purlieus of Covent Garden, that made his lord-

ship smart severely for the favours she bestowed.

Meanwhile, Peregrine cultivated his new ac-

quaintance with all his art and assiduity, presum-

ing from the circumstances of her reputation and

fate as well a son the strength of his own merit,

that in time, he should be able to indulge that pas-

sion which had begun to glow within his breast.

As her ladyship had undergone a vast variety o.

fortune and adventure, which he had heard indis-

tinctly related, with numberless errors and misre-

presentations, he was no sooner entitled, by tne

familiarity of communication, to ask such a tavour,

than he earnestly entreated her to entertain him

with the particulars of her story ;
and, by dint ot

importunity, she was at length prevailed upon, m a

select party, to gratify his curiosity, by the accoun,

given in the following chapter.
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" To Lord — -—
" My Lord,—Tlie turn which your lordship gave to the

conversation of last night, having laid me under the necessity
of vindicating the step I have lately taken in publishing Me-
moirs of my Life, I think I have a right to demand your
opinion of the motives which I then explained ; and this I
ask by way of appeal to your judgment, from the sentiments
of those who might perhaps think my inducements were
weak or frivolous. For though no person in the company
attempted to invalidate the arguments I advanced, I could
perceive that one gentleman was not altogether convinced of
the rectitude of that measure. Youmay remember, he dropped
several dissenting hints, couched in the modest expressions
of, with submission to your ladyship's belter judgment—But,
to be sure, you would not hare taken such a step without first
weighing the consequences— Your provocations were certainly
very great, although the world is apt to put the worst construc-
tions upon every thing—And other such prudential insinua-
tions that are often more disconcerting than the displayed
objections of a declared antagonist ; because they seem to
import something of great weight, which personal respect
endeavours to suppress. These sentemious fragments made
such impression upon my mind, that I have been all night
long tasking my recollection, in order to discover the weak
side of my defence

;
but, as one always sees through the

mist of partiality in one's own concerns, I must have recourse
to your discernment, and seriously insist upon knowing how
far you approve the justification of,

" My Lord, your lordship's most obedient servant."

ANSWER.
" Madam,—I cannot help observing, that the serious

maimer in which you ask my opinion of the motives, which
induced you to publish your Memoirs, is exactly of a piece
with the conduct of those who consult their friends, for ap-
probation rather than advice, and, by a disappointment in
their expectations of applause, are more than ever wedded
to their own inventions. How would your ladyship look,
should I now, in consequence of your demand, assume the
air of a severe moralizer, and tell you, that the step you have
taken was altogether precipitate and inexcusable ; that you
have unnecessarily avowed your own indiscretion, incurred
the resentment of individuals, and attracted the reproaches
of a censorious world ; and that, over and above these disad-
vantages, you have subjected yourself for ever to a life of
domestic disquiet by incensing the tyrant of whom you com-
plain, beyond a possibility of forgiveness or reconciliation ?

Would not all the resentment of a disappointed author
take possession of your ladyship ; overcast that cheerfulness
of countenance with a sullen frown, and lighten from those
fair eyes in gleams of displeasure ? No, you would be more
surprised than offended at my observations. You would be-
lieve you had been all along deceived in your opinion of
my delicacy and understanding. You would he mortified at
the discovery of your own mistake, and look upon me
with compassion, as one of those tame, timid rationalists,
who, being naturally phlegmatic and fearful, are utter
strangers to the refined sensations of the human heart, in-
capable of doing justice to those melting tendernesses which
they never felt, and too irresolute to withstand the torrent of
ignorant, malicious, or wrong-headed clamour, when it affects

a character in which their friendship ought to be interested.
Your sentiments, I own, would in that case bcjust, excepting
that I should engage your ladyship's pity, in deserving your
contempt, and, instead of being despised as a cold friend, be
still regarded by you as a weak and timorous well-wisher.
If your character suffered cruelly from misrepresentations

;

if your foibles were magnified and multiplied with all the
aggravations of envy and fiction ; if the qualities of your
heart were decried or traduced, and even your understanding
called in question ; I agree with your ladyship, that it was not
only excusable, but highly necessary, to publish a detail of
your conduct, which would acquit you of all or most of those
scandalous imputations. This task you have, in my opinion,
performed to the satisfaction of all the intelligent and un-
prejudiced part of mankind. He must be very deficient in

candour and feeling, who, in reading your Memoirs, is not
interested in your favour ; who does not espouse the cause of
beauty, innocence, and love ; who does not see that, as you
once were, you would still have continued to be, the pattern
of conjugal faith and felicity, had not the cross accidents of
fortune forced you from the natural bias of your disposition

;

who does not excuse the tenderness which youth and sensi-
bility, so circumstanced, could not possibly resist ; and who
does not freely forgive the fault, when he considers the par-
ticulars of the temptation. He must be void of all taste and
reflection, who does not admire your spirit, elegance, and
sense ; and dead to all the finer movements of the soul, if he
is not agitated, thrilled, and transported with the pathetic
circumstances of your story. Some people who are your
ladyship's friends, and highly entertained with the perfor-

mance, have wished you had spared yourself some unneces
sary confessions, which they thought could serve no end,
but that of affording a handle to your enemies for censure
and defamation. I myself, I own, was of the same opinion,
until you convinced me, that, in suppressing one circum-
stance which might be afterwards discovered, your sin-
cerity through the whule piece would have been called in
question. And what have you avowed, that your most ma-
licious foes dare blame, except your disregard of an unna-
tural contract, which, though authorised by the laws of your
country, was imposed upon your necessity, youth, anil
inexperience ? Nor was this conduct the result of vicious
levity and intemperance. You had already given undeniable
proofs of your constancy and conjugal virtue to the first lord
of your affections, who was the choice of your love, and to
whom your heart was unalterably wedded. Y'our natural
sensibility had been, by this extraordinary care, tenderness,
and attention, cheri:.hed and improved to such a degree of
delicacy, as could not possibly relish the attachment of the
common run of husbands. No wonder, then, that you was
uneasy under a second engagement so much unlike the
first ; that every circumstance of the contrast appeared to
you in the most aggravating light, and made a suitable
impression upon your imagination

; and, that you was no.t
insensible to those attractions which had formerly captivated
your heart, nor able to resist the flattering insinuations,
incredible assiduity, and surprising perseverance of an artful
lover. And sure he could not have chosen a more favourable
opportunity to prefer his addresses. Your passions were
unusually intendered by grief; you was dissatisfied with
your domestic situation ; you was solitary for want of that
intimate connexion in which you had been so happy before;
and your breast glowed with the most pathetic susceptibility,
while you was yet a stranger to the insidious wiles of man.
In such distress the mind longs for sympathy and consolation ;

it seeks to repose itself upon the tender friendship of some
kind partner, that will share and alleviate its sorrows. Such
a comforter appeared in the accomplished youth

;
your

jugdment was pleased with his qualifications ; his demeanour
acquired your esteem

; your friendship was engaged by his
sincerity; and your affection was insensibly subdued In
short, every thing conspired to promote his suit, and my
wonder is not that he succeeded, but that you held out so long.
Your sentiments with regard to those who have inveighed
against your performance, are altogether conformable to that
good sense and benevolent disposition which I have always
admired and esteemed. As for writers who have exercised
their pens in abusing your ladyship, they are either objects of
mirth or compassion. They, poor harmless creatures, in
I heir hearts, wish you no evil. Their business is to eat
honestly, if they can, but at any rate to eat. I am fully
persuaded, that, fur a very small sum, you might engage the
whole tribe to refute their own revilings, and bellow with all
their might in your praise. It would really be uncharitable,
as well as absurd, to express the least resentment against
such feeble antagonists who are literally the beings of a
summer day. They are the noisy insects which the sun of
merit never fails to produce ; the shadows that continually
accompany success ; and indeed a man might as well fight
with his own shadow, as attempt to chastise such unsub-
stantial phantoms. But of all the emotions of your heart,
that which I am at present tempted chiefly to applaud, is

the sorrow you express for having been obliged, in your own
justification, to vilify and expose the man to whom your fate
is inseparably connected; and the laudable resolution vou
have taken to live amicably with him for the future, provided
he shall persist in that conduct which he hath of late chosen
to maintain. On the whole, though you may have inflamed
the virulence of envy and malice, roused the resentment of
some whose folly and ingratitude you had occasion to display,
and incurred the censure of those who think, it their duty to
exclaim against the least infringement of the nuptial tie,
howsoever unequally imposed; your Memoirs will always be
perused with pleasure by all readers of taste and discern-
ment, and your fame, as a beauty and author, long survive
the ill offices of prejudice and personal animosity. And now
that I have performed the task enjoined, give me leave to
add, that I have the honour to be,

" Madam,,yonr most devoted humble servant."

CHAPTER LXXXI.
The Memoirs of a Lady of Quality.

By the circumstances of the story which I am going
to relate, you will be convinced of my candour,
while you are informed of my indiscretion. You
wili be enabled, I hope, to perceive, that, howsoever
my head may haye erred, my heart hath always

X 2
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been uncorrupted, and that I have been unhappy,

because I loved, and was a woman.

I believe I need not observe, that I -was the only

child of a man of good fortune, who indulged me

in my infancy with all the tenderness of paternal

affection ; and, when 1 ivas six years old, sent me

to a private school, where I stayed till my age was

doubled, and became such a favourite, that 1 was,

even in those earlv days, carried to all the places

of public diversion, the court itself not excepted,

an indulgence that flattered my love of pleasure,

to which I was naturallv addicted, and encouraged

those ideas of vanity and ambition which sprmg up

so early in the human mind.

I was lively and good-natured, my imagination

apt to rim riot, my heart liberal and disinterested,

though I was so obstinately attached to my own

opinions, that I could not well brook contradiction;

and in the whole of my disposition, resembled that

of Henry the Fifth, as described by Shakspeare.

In my thirteenth year I went to Bath, where I

was first introduced Into the world as a woman,

having been entitled to that privilege bj my per-

son, which was remarkably tall for my years ;
and

there my fancv was quite captivated by the variety

of diversions "in which I was continually engaged.

Not that the parties were altogether new to me,

but because I now found myself considered as a

person of consequence, and surrounded by a crowd

of admirers, who courted my acquaintance, and

fed mv vanity with praise and adulation. In short,

whether or not I deserved then- encomiums, I

leave the world to judge ; but my person was com-

mended, and my talent in dancing met with uni-

versal applause. No wonder, then, that every thing

appeared jovous to a young creature, who was so

void of experience and dissimulation, that she

believed every body's heart as sincere as her own,

and every object such as it appeared to be.

Among the swains who sighed, or pretended to

sioh for me, were two that bore a pretty equal share

of my favour, (it was too superficial to deserve

the name of love). One of these was a forward

vouth of sixteen, extremely handsome, lively, and

impudent. He attended in quality of a page upon

the Princess Amelia, who spent that season at Bath.

The other was a Scotch nobleman turned of thirty,

who was graced with a red ribbon, and danced

particularly well, two qualifications of great weight

with a girl of my age, whose heart was not deeply

interested in the cause. Nevertheless, the page

prevailed over this formidable rival ;
though our

amour went no farther than a little flirting, and

ceased entirely when I left the place.

Next year, however, I revisited this agreeable

scene, and passed my time in the same circle of

amusements -, in which, indeed, each season at Bath

is exactly resembled by that which succeeds, al-

lowing for the difference of company, which is

continually varying. There I met with the same

incense, and again had my favourite, who was a

North Briton, and captain of foot, near forty years

of age, and a little lame, an impediment which I

did not discover, until it was pointed out by some

ofmy companions, who rallied me upon my choice.

He was always cheerful, and very amorous, had a

good countenance, and an excellent understanding,

possessed a great deal of art, and would have per-

suaded me to marry him, had I not been restrained

by the authority of my father, whose consent was

not to be obtained in favour of a man of his fortune.

At the same time, many proposals of marriage

were made to my parents ; but as they came from

people whom I did not like, I rejected them all,

being determined to refuse every man who did not

make his addresses to myself in person, because I

had no notion of marrying for any thing but love.

Among these formal proposers was a Scottish

earl, whose pretensions were broke off by some

difference about settlements ; and the son of an

English baron, with whom my father was in treaty,

when he carried me to town, on a visit to a young

lady, with whom I had been intimate from my in-

fancy. She was just delivered of her first son, for

whom we stood sponsors; so that this occasion

detained us a whole month, during which I went to

a ball at court, on the queen's birth-day, and there,

for the first time, felt what love and beauty were.

The second son of Duke H , who had just

returned from his travels, was dancing with the

princess royal, when a young lady came and desired

me to go and see a stranger, whom all the world

admired. Upon which I followed her into the

circle, and observed this object of admiration. He

was dressed in a coat of white cloth, faced with

blue satin, embroidered with silver, of the same

piece with his waistcoat ; his fine hair hung down

his back in ringlets below his waist ; his hat was

laced with silver, and garnished with a white fea-

ther ; but his person beggared all description. He

was tall and graceful, neither corpulent nor meagre,

his limbs finelv proportioned, his countenance open

and majestic, his eyes full of sweetness and vivacity,

his teeth regular, and his pouting lips of the com-

plexion of the damask rose. In short, he was

formed for love, and inspired it wherever he ap-

peared ; nor was he a niggard of his talents, but

liberally returned it—at least, what passed for such.

For he* had a flow of gallantry, for which many

ladies of this land can vouch from their own ex-

perience. But he exclaimed against marriage,

because he had, as yet, met with no woman to

whose charms he would surrender his liberty,

though a princess of France, and lady of the same

rank m . -were said to be, at that time, ena-

moured of his person.

I went home, totally engrossed by his idea, flat-

tering mvself that he" had observed me with some

attention"; for I was young and new, and had the

good fortune to attract the notice and approbation

of the queen herself.

Next day, being at the opera, I was agreeably

surprised with the appearance of this amiable stran-

ger who no sooner saw me enter, than he approached

so near to the place where I sat, that I overheard

what he said to his companions ; and was so happy

as to find myself the object of his discourse, which

abounded with rapturous expressions of love and

admiration. .

I could not listen to these transports without

emotion ;
my colour changed, my heart throbbed

with unusual violence, and my eyes betrayed my
inclination in sundry favourable glances, which he

seemed to interpret aright, though he could not

then avail himself of his success, so far as to com-

municate his sentiments by speech, because we

were strangers to each other.

I passed that night in the most anxious suspense,

and several davs elapsed before I saw him again.

At length, however, being at court on a ball-mght,

and determined against dancing, I perceived him

among the crowd, and, to my unspeakable joy, saw
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him advance, with my Lord P , who introduced

him to my acquaintance. He soon found means to

alter my resolution, and I condescended to be his

partner all the evening
;
during which he declared

his passion in the most tender and persuasive terms

that real love could dictate, or fruitful imagination

invent.

I believed his protestations, because I wished

them true, and was an unexperienced girl of fifteen.

I complied with his earnest request of being per-

mitted to visit me, and even invited him to break-

fast next morning ; so that you may imagine, (I

speak to those that feel,) I did not, that night, enjoy

much repose. Such was the hurry and flutter of

my spirits, that I rose at six to receive him at ten.

I dressed myself in a new pink satin gown, and my
best laced night-clotbes, and was so animated by

the occasion, that, if ever I deserved a compliment

upon my looks, it was my due at this meeting.

The wished-for moment came that brought my
lover to my view. I was overwhelmed with joy,

modesty, and fear of I knew not what. We sat

down to breakfast, but did not eat. He renewed

his addresseswith irresistible eloquence, and pressed

me to accept of his hand without further hesitation.

But, to such a precipitate step I objected, as a mea-

sure repugnant to decency, as well as to that duty

which I owed to my father, whom I tenderly loved.

Though I withstood this premature proposal, I

did not attempt to disguise the situation of my
thoughts; and thus commenced a tender corre-

spondence, which was maintained by letters while

I remained in the country, and carried on, when I

was in town, by private interviews, twice or thrice

a week, at the house of my milliner, where such

endearments passed as refined and happy lovers

know, and others can only guess. Truth and inno-

cence prevailed on my side, while his heart was

fraught with sincerity and love. Such frequent

intercourse created an intimacy which I began to

think dangerous, and therefore yielded to his re-

peated desire that we might be united for ever.

Nay, I resolved to avoid him, until the day should

be fixed, and very innocently, though not very

wisely, told him my reason for this determination,

which was no other than a consciousness of my
incapacity to refuse him anything he should de-

mand as a testimony of my love.

The time was accordingly appointed, at the dis-

tance of a few days, during which I intended to

have implored my father's consent, though I had

but faint hopes of obtaining it. But he was by

some means or other apprised of our design, before

I could prevail upon myself to make him acquainted

with our purpose. I had danced with my lover at

the ridotto on the preceding evening, and there

perhaps our eyes betrayed us. Certain it is, several

of Lord W—m's relations, who disapproved of the

match, came up and rallied him on his passion

;

Lord S k, in particular, used this remarkable

expression, " Nephew, as much love as you please,

but no matrimony."
Next day, the priest being prepared, and the

bridegroom waiting for me at the appointed place,

in all the transports of impatient expectation, I was,

without any previous warning, carried into the

country by my father, who took no notice of the

intelligence he had received, but decoyed me into

the coach on pretence of taking the air ; and when
we had proceeded as far as Turnham-green, gave

me to understand, that he would dine in that place.

There was no remedy. I was obliged to bear

my disappointment, though with an aching heart,

and followed him up stairs into an apartment,

where he told me he was minutely informed of my
matrimonial scheme. I did not attempt to disguise

the truth, but assured him, while the tears gushed

from my eyes, that my want of courage alone had
hindered me from making him privy to my passion

;

though I owned, I should have married Lord
W—m, even though he had disapproved of my
choice. I reminded him of the uneasy life I led at

home, and frankly acknowledged, that I loved my
admirer too well to live without him ;

though, if

he would favour me with his consent, I would defer

my intention, and punctually observe any day he

would fix for our nuptials. Meanwhile I begged
he would permit me to send a message to Lord
W—m, who was waiting in expectation of my
coming, and might, without such notice, imagine I

was playing the jilt. He granted this last request

;

in consequence of which I sent a letter to my lover,

who, when he received it, had almost fainted away,

believing I should be locked up in the country, and
snatched for ever from his arms. Tortured with

these apprehensions, he changed clothes imme-
diately, and, taking horse, resolved to follow me
whithersoever we should go.

After dinner, we proceeded as far as Brentford,

where we lay, intending to be at my father's

country house next night ; and my admirer putting

up at the same inn, practised every expedient his

invention could suggest to procure an interview ;

but all his endeavours were unsuccessful, because

I, who little dreamed of his being so near, had
gone to bed upon our first arrival, overwhelmed
with affliction and tears.

In the morning I threw myself at my father's

feet, and conjured him, by all the ties of paternal

affection, to indulge me with an opportunity of

seeing my admirer once more, before I should be

conveyed from his wishes. The melancholy con-

dition in which I preferred this supplication, melted

the tender heart of my parent, who yielded to my
supplications, and carried me back to town for that

purpose.

Lord W—m, who had watched our motions, and
arrived at his own lodgings before we arrived at

my father's house, obeyed my summons on the

instant, and appeared before me like an angel. Our
faculties were for some minutes suspended by a

conflict of grief and joy. At length I recovered

the use of speech, and gave him to understand, that

I was come to town in order to take my leave Ou

him, by the permission of my father, whom I had
promised to attend into the country next day, be-

fore he would consent to my return ; the chief

cause and pretence of which was my earnest desire

to convince him, that I was not to blame for the

disappointment he had suffered, and that I should

see him again in a month, when the nuptial knot

should be tied in spite of all opposition.

My lover, who was better acquainted with the

world, had well nigh run distracted with this infor-

mation. He swore he would not leave me, until I

should promise to meet and marry him next day ;

or, if I refused to grant that request, he would im-

mediately leave the kingdom, to which he would
never more return ; and, before his departure,

sacrifice Lord H. B—, son to the duke of S. A—

,

who was the only person upon earth who could

have betrayed us to my father, because he alone
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was trusted with the secret of our intended mar-

riage, and had actually undertaken to give me
away ; an office which he afterwards declined.

Lord W—m also affirmed, that my father decoyed

me into the country, with a view of cooping me
up, and sequestering me entirely from his view and

correspondence.

In vain I pleaded my father's well known tender-

ness, and used all the arguments I could recollect

to divert him from his revenge upon Lord H—

.

He was deaf to all my representations, and nothing,

I found, would prevail upon him to suppress his

resentment, but a positive promise to comply with

his former desire. I told him I would hazard

everything to make him happy ; but could not,

with any regard to my duty, take such a step with-

out the knowledge of my parent ;
or, if I were so

inclined, it would be impracticable to elude his

vigilance and suspicion. However, he employed

such pathetic remonstrances, and retained such a

powerful advocate within my own breast, that, be-

fore we parted, I assured him my whole power

should be exerted for his satisfaction ; and he sig-

nified his resolution of sitting up all night, in ex-

pectation of seeing me at his lodgings.

He had no sooner retired, than I went into the

next room, and desired my father to fix a day for

the marriage ; in which case I would cheerfully

wait upon him into the country ; whereas, should he

deny my request, on pretence of staying for the

consent of my mother's relations, which was very

uncertain, I would seize the first opportunity of

marrying Lord W—m, cost what it would. He
consented to the match, but would not appoint a

day for the ceremony, which he proposed to defer

until all parties should be agreed; and such a

favourable crisis, I feared, would never happen.

I therefore resolved within myself to gratify my
lover's expectation, by eloping, if possible, that very

night
;
though the execution of this plan was ex-

tremely difficult, because my father was upon the

alarm, and my own maid, who was my bedfellow,

altogether in his interest. Notwithstanding these

considerations, I found means to engage one of the

housemaids in my behalf, who bespoke a hackney

coach, to be kept in waiting all night ; and to bed

I went with my Abigail, whom, as I had not closed

an eye, I waked about five in the morning, and sent

to pack up some things for our intended journey.

"While she was thus employed, I got up, and

huddled on my clothes, standing upon my pillow,

lest my father, who lay in the chamber below,

should hear me afoot, and suspect my design.

Having dressed myself with great despatch and

disorder, I flounced down stairs, stalking as heavily

as I could tread, that he might mistake me for one

of the servants ; and my confederate opening the

door, I sallied out into the street, though I knew

not which way to turn ;
and, to my unspeakable

mortification, neither coach nor chair appeared.

Having travelled on foot a good way, in hope of

finding a convenience; and being not only dis-

appointed in that particular, but also bewildered in

my peregrination, I began to be exceedingly

alarmed with the apprehension of being met by

some person who might know me ; because, in that

case, my design would undoubtedly have been dis-

covered, from every circumstance ofmy appearance

at that time of day ; for I had put on the very

clothes which I had pulled off over night, so that

mv dress -was altogether odd and peculiar. My

shoes were very fine, and over a large hoop I wore

a pink satin quilted petticoat trimmed with silver,

which was partly covered by a white dimity night-

gown, a full quarter of a yard too short ; my
handkerchief and apron were hurried on without

pinning
;
my night-cap could not contain my hair,

which hung about my ears in great disorder, and
my countenance denoted a mixture of hope and
fear, joy and shame.

In this dilemma, I made my addresses to that

honourable member of society, a shoe-black, whom
I earnestly entreated to provide me with a coach or

chair, promising to reward him liberally for his

trouble ; but he, having the misfortune to be lame,

was unable to keep up with my pace ; so that by
his advice and direction, I went into the first public

house I found open, where I staid some time, in the

utmost consternation, among a crew of wretches

whom I thought proper to bribe for their civility,

not without the terror of being stripped. At length,

however, my messenger returned with a chair, of

which I took immediate possession ; and fearing

that, by this time, my family would be alarmed,

and send directly to Lord W—m's lodgings, I

ordered myself to be carried thither backwards,

that so I might pass undiscovered.

This stratagem succeeded according to my wish

;

I ran up stairs, in a state of trepidation to my
faithful lover, who waited for me with the most

impatient and fearful suspense. At sight of me his

eyes lightened with transport ; he caught me in his

arms, as the richest present Heaven could bestow

;

gave me to understand that my father had already

sent to his lodgings in quest of me ; then applauding

my love and resolution in the most rapturous terms,

he ordered a hackney-coach to be called, and, that

we might run no risk of separation, attended me to

church, where we were lawfully joined in the sight

of Heaven.
His fears were then all over, but mine recurred

with double aggravation ; I dreaded the sight ofmy
father, and shared all the sorrow he suffered on

account of my undutiful behaviour ; for I loved

him with such piety of affection, that I would

have endured every other species of distress,

rather than have given him the least uneasiness ;

but love, where he reigns in full empire, is altogether

irresistible, surmounts every difficulty, and swallows

up all other considerations. This was the case with

me ; and now the irrevocable step was taken, my
first care was to avoid his sight. With this view,

I begged that Lord W—m would think of some

remote place in the country, to which we might

retire for the present ; and he forthwith conducted

me to a house on Blackheath, where we were very

civilly received by a laughter-loving dame, who
seemed to mistake me for one of her own sisterhood.

I no sooner perceived her opinion, than I desired

Lord W—ra to undeceive her ;
upon which she

was made acquainted with the nature of my situa-

tion, and shewed us into a private room, where I

called for pen and paper, and wrote an apology to

my father, for having acted contrary to his will in

so important a concern.

This task being performed, the bridegroom gave

me to understand, that there was a necessity for our

being bedded immediately, in order to render the

marriage binding, lest my father should discover

and part us before consummation. I pleaded hard

for a respite till the evening, objecting to the

indecency of going to bed before noon ; but he
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found means to invalidate all my arguments, and to

convince me that it was now my duty to obey.

Rather than hazard the imputation of being ob-

stinate and refractory on the first day of my
probation, I suffered myself to be led into a

chamber, which was darkened by my express

stipulation, that my shame and confusion might be
the better concealed, and yielded to the privilege of

a dear husband, who loved me to adoration.

About five o'clock in the afternoon we were
called to dinner, which we had ordered to be ready
at four ; but such a paltry care had been forgot

amidst the transports of our mutual bliss. We got

up, however, and when we came down stairs, I was
ashamed to see the light of day, or meet the eyes

of my beloved lord. I ate little, said less, was
happy, though overwhelmed with confusion, under-

went a thousand agitations, some of which were
painful, but by far the greater part belonged to

rapture and delight ; we were imparadised in the

gratification of our mutual wishes, and felt all that

love can bestow, and sensibility enjoy.

In the twilight we returned to Lord W—m's
lodgings in town, where I received a letter from
my father, importing that he would never see me
again. But there was one circumstance in his

manner of writing, from which I conceived a happy
presage of his future indulgence. He had begun
with liis usual appellation of Dear Fanny, which,

though it was expunged to make way for the word
Madam, encouraged me to hope that his paternal

fondness was not yet extinguished.

At supper we were visited by Lord W—m's
younger sister, who laughed at us for our in-

considerate match, though she owned she envied
our happiness, and offered me the use of her clothes

until I could retrieve my own. She was a woman
of a great deal of humour, plain but genteel, civil,

friendly, and perfectly well bred. She favoured
us with her company till the night was pretty far

advanced, and did not take her leave till we retired

to our apartment.

As our lodgings were not spacious or magnificent,

we resolved to see little company ; but this resolution

was frustrated by the numerous acquaintance of
Lord W—m, who let in half the town ; so that I

ran the gauntlet for a whole week among a set of
wits, who always delight in teasing a young crea-

ture of any note, when she happens to make such
a stolen match. Among those that visited us upon
this occasion was my lord's younger brother, who
was at that time in keeping with a rich heiress of

masculine memory, and took that opportunity of

making a parade with his equipage, which was
indeed very magnificent, but altogether disregarded
by us, whose happiness consisted in the opulence of
mutual love.

This ceremony of receiving visits being per-

formed, we went to wait on his mother, the duchess
of H—, who, hearing I was an heiress, readily

forgave her son for marrying without her knowledge
and consent, and favoured us with a very cordial

reception ; insomuch, that for several months, we
dined almost constantly at her table ; and I must
own, I always found her unaltered in her civility

and affection, contrary to her general character,
which was haughty and capricious. She was
undoubtedly a woman of great spirit and under-
standing, but subject to an infirmity which very
much impairs and disguises every other qualifi-

cation.

In about three weeks after our marriage, I was
so happy as to obtain the forgiveness of my father,

to whose house we repaired, in order to pay our
respects and submission. At sight of me he wept

;

nor did I behold his tears unmoved. My heart

was overcharged with tenderness and sorrow, for

having offended such an indulgent parent ; so that

I mingled my tears with his, while my dear
husband, whose soul was of the softest and gentlest

mould, melted with sympathy at the affecting scene.

Being thus reconciled to my father, we attended

him into the country, where we were received by
my mother, who was a sensible good woman,
though not susceptible to love, and therefore less

apt to excuse a weakness to which she was an
utter stranger. This was likewise the case with an
uncle, from whom I had great expectations. He
was a plain good-natured man, and treated us with
great courtesy, though his notions, in point of love,

were not exactly conformable to ours. Neverthe-
less, I was, and seemed to be so happy in my
choice, that my family not only became satisfied

with the match, but exceedingly fond of Lord
W—m.

After a short stay with them in the country, we
returned to London, in order to be introduced at

court, and then set out for the north, on a visit to

my brother-in-law the duke of H— , who had, by
a letter to LordW—m, invited us to his habitation.

My father accordingly equipped us with horses

and money ; for our own finances were extremely
slender, consisting only of a small pension, allowed

by his grace, upon whom the brothers were en-
tirely dependent, the father having died suddenly,

before suitable provision could be made for his

younger children.

When I took my leave of my relations, bidding
adieu to my paternal home, and found myself
launching into a world of care and trouble, though
the voyage on which I had embarked was altoge-

ther voluntary, and my companion, the person on
whom I doated to distraction, I could not help feel-

ing some melancholy sensations, which, however,
in a little time, gave way to a train of more agree-

able ideas. I was visited in town by almost all the

women of fashion, many of whom, I perceived,

envied me the possession of a man who had made
strange havoc among their hearts, and some of
them knew the value of his favour. One in par-

ticular endeavoured to cultivate my friendship with
singular marks of regard ; but I thought proper

to discourage her advances, by keeping within the

bounds of bare civility ; and, indeed, to none of
them was I lavish of my complaisance ; for I dedi-

cated my whole time to the object of my affection,

who engrossed my wishes to such a degree, that,

although I was never jealous, because I had no
reason to be so, I envied the happiness of every
woman whom he chanced at any time to hand into

a coach.

The duchess of , who was newly married
to the earl of P , a particular friend of Lord
W 's,carriedme to court, andpresentedmetothe
queen, who expressed her approbation of my per-
son in very particular terms, and observing the
satisfaction that appeared in my coimtenance, with
marks of admiration, desired her ladies to take
notice, how little happiness depended upon wealth,
since there was more joy in my face than in all her
court besides.

Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm
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me with blushes, -which her majesty seemed to

behold with pleasure ; for she frequently repeated

the remark, and showed me to all the foreigners of

distinction, with many gracious expressions of

favour. She wished Lord W—m happiness instead

of joy, and was pleased to promise, that she would
provide for her pretty beggars. And poor enough
we certainly were in every article but love. Never-
theless, we felt no necessities, but passed the sum-
mer in a variety of pleasures and parties ; the

greatest part of which were planned by Lord
W—m's sister and another lady, who was at that

time mistress to the prime minister. The first was
a wit, but homely in her person ; the other a

woman of great beauty and masculine understand-

ing ; and a particular friendship subsisted between
them, though they were both lovers of power and
admiration.

This lady, who sat at the helm, was extremely
elegant, as well as expensive in her diversions, in

many of which we bore a share, particularly in her
parties upon the water, which were contrived in all

the magnificence of taste. In the course of these

amusements, a trifling circumstance occurred, which
I shall relate as an instance of that jealous sen-

sibility which characterized LordW—m's disposi-

tion. A large company of ladies and gentlemen
having agreed to dine at Vauxhall, and sup at

Marblehall, where we proposed to conclude the

evening with a dance, one barge being insufficient

to contain the whole company, we were divided by
lots ; in consequence of which, my husband and I

were parted. This separation was equally mor-
tifying to us both, who, though married, were still

lovers ; and my chagrin increased when I perceived

that I was doomed to sit by Sir W— Y— , a man
of professed gallantry ; for, although Lord W—

m

had, before his marriage, made his addresses to

every woman he saw, I knew very well he did

not desire that any person should make love to

his wife.

That I might not, therefore, give umbrage, by
talking to this gallant, I conversed with a Scotch
nobleman, who, according to common report, had
formerly sighed among my admirers. By these

means, in seeking to avoid one error, I unwittingly

plunged myself into a greater, and disobliged Lord
W—m so much, that he could not conceal his dis-

pleasure
;
nay, so deeply was he offended at my

conduct, that, in the evening, when the ball began,

he would scarce deign to take me by the hand in

the course of dancing, and darted such unkind
looks, as pierced me to the very soul. What
augmented my concern, was my ignorance of the

trespass I had committed. I was tortured with a
thousand uneasy reflections ; I began to fear that I

had mistaken his temper, and given my heart to a
man who was tired of possession ; though I resolved

to bear without complaining the misfortune I had
entailed upon myself.

I seized the first opportunity of speaking to him,
and thereby discovered the cause of his chagrin

;

but, as there was no time for expostulation, the

misunderstanding continued on his side, with such
evident marks of uneasiness, that every individual
of the company made up to me, and inquired about
the cause of his disorder ; so that I was fain to

amuse their concern, by saying, that he had been
ill the day before, and dancing did not agree with
his constitution. So much was he incensed by this

unhappy circumstance of my conduct, which was

void of all intention to offend him, that he deter-

mined to be revenged on me for my indiscretion,

and at supper, chancing to sit between two very
handsome ladies, one of whom is lately dead, and
the other, at present, my neighbour in the country,
he affected an air of gaiety, and openly coquetted
with them both.

This was not the only punishment he inflicted on
his innocent wife. In the course of our entertain-

ment, we engaged in some simple diversion, in

consequence of which the gentlemen were ordered
to salute the ladies ; when Lord W— , in perform-
ing this command, unkindly neglected me in my
turn ; and I had occasion for all my discretion and
pride, to conceal from the company the agonies I

felt at this mark of indifference and disrespect.

However, I obtained the victory over ni3rself, and
pretended to laugh at his husband-like behaviour,

while the tears stood in my eyes, and my heart

swelled even to bursting.

We broke up about five, after having spent the

most tedious evening I had ever known ; and this

offended lover went to bed in a state of sullen

silence and disgust. Whatever desire I had to

come to an explanation, I thought myself so much
aggrieved by his unreasonable prejudice, that I

could not prevail upon myself to demand a con-

ference, till after his first nap, when my pride

giving way to my tenderness, I clasped him in my
arms, though he pretended to discourage these

advances of my love. I asked how he could be so

unjust as to take umbrage at my civility to a man
whom he knew I had refused for his sake ; I chid

him for his barbarous endeavours to awake my
jealousy, and used such irresistible arguments in

my own vindication, that he was convinced of my
innocence, sealed my acquittal with a kind embrace,
and we mutually enjoyed the soft transports of a
fond reconciliation.

Never was passion more eager, delicate, or un-
reserved, than that which glowed within our
breasts. Far from being cloyed with the posses-

sion of each other, our raptures seemed to increase

with the term of our union. When we were parted,

though but for a few hours, by the necessary

avocations of life, we were unhappy during that

brief separation, and met again, like lovers who
knew no joy but in one another's presence. How
many delicious evenings did we spend together, in

our little apartment, after we had ordered the can-

dles to be taken away, that we might enjoy the

agreeable reflection of the moon in a fine summer's
evening. Such a mild and solemn scene naturally

disposes the mind to peace and benevolence
;
but,

when improved with the conversation of the man
one loves, it fills the imagination with ideas of

ineffable delight ! For my own part, I can safely

say, my heart was so wholly engrossed by my hus-

band, that I never took pleasure in any diversion

where he was not personally concerned ; nor was I

ever guilty of one thought repugnant to my duty
and my love.

In the autumn we set out for the north, and were
met on the road by the duke and twenty gentle-

men, who conducted us to H—n, where we lived in

all imaginable splendour. His grace, at that time,

maintained above an hundred servants, with a band

of music, which always performed at dinner, kept

open table, and was visited by a great deal of com-
pany. The economy of his house was superin-

tended by his eldest sister, a beautiful young lady
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of an amiable temper, with -whom I soon contracted

an intimate friendship. She and the duke used to

rally me upon my fondness for Lord W—m, who
was a sort of a humourist, and apt to be in a pet,

in which case he would leave the company and go
to bed by seven o'clock in the evening. On these

occasions, I always disappeared, giving up every
consideration to that of pleasing my husband, not-

withstanding the ridicule of his relations, who
taxed me with having spoiled him with too much
indulgence. But how could I express too much
tenderness and condescension for a man, who doated
upon me to such excess, that, when business obliged

him to leave me, he always snatched the first

opportunity to return, and often rode through dark-
ness, storms, and tempests to my arms.
Having staid about seven months in this place, I

found myself in a fair way of being a mother ; and
that I might be near my own relations, in such an
interesting situation, I and my dear companion
departed from H—n, not without great reluctance

;

for I was fond of the Scots in general, who treated

me with great hospitality and respect ; and to this

day, they pay me the compliment of saying, I was
one of the best wives in that country ; which is so
justly celebrated for good women.

Lord W—m having attended me to my father's

bouse, was obliged to return to Scotland, to support
his interest in being elected member of parliament

;

so that he took his leave of me, with a full resolu-

tion of seeing me again before the time of my
lying-in; and all the comfort I enjoyed in his

absence, was the perusal of his letters, which I

punctually received, together with those of his

sister, who, from time to time, favoured me with
assurances of his constancy and devotion. Indeed,
these testimonials were necessary to one of my
disposition ; for I was none of those who could be
contented with half an heart. I could not even
spare one complacent look to any other woman,
but expected the undivided homage of his love.

Had I been disappointed in this expectation, I

should, though a wife, have rebelled or died.

Meanwhile my parents treated me with great
tenderness, intending that Lord W—m should be
settled in a house of his own, and accommodated
with my fortune, and his expectations from the
queen were very sanguine, when I was taken ill,

and delivered of a dead child—an event which
affected me extremely. When I understood the
extent of my misfortune, my heart throbbed with
such violence, that my breast could scarce contain
it ; and my anxiety, being aggravated by the absence
of my lord, produced a dangerous fever, of which
he was no sooner apprised by letter, than he came
post from Scotland

; but, before his arrival, I was
supposed to be in a fair way.
During this journey, he was tortured with all

that terrible suspense which prevails in the minds
of those who are in danger of losing that which is

most dear to them
;
and, when he entered the house,

was so much overwhelmed with apprehension, that

he durst not inquire about the state of my health.

As for my part, I never closed an eye from the

time on which I expected his return ; and, when I

heard his voice, I threw open my curtains, and sat

up in the bed to receive him, though at the hazard
of my life. He run towards me with all the eager-
ness of passion, and clasped me in his arms ; he
kneeled by the bedside, kissed my hand a thousand
times, and wept with transports of tenderness and

joy. In short, this meeting was so pathetic as to

overcome my enfeebled constitution, and we were
parted by those who were wiser than ourselves,

and saw that nothing was so proper for us as a
little repose.

But how shall I relate the deplorable transition

from envied happiness to excess of misery which I

now sustained! My month was hardly up, when
my dear husband was taken ill ; perhaps the fatigue

of body, as well as mind, which he had undergone
on my account, occasioned a fatal ferment in his

blood, and his health fell a sacrifice to his love.

Physicians were called from London ; but alas

!

they brought no hopes of his recovery. By their

advice, he was removed to town, for the convenience
of being punctually attended. Every moment was
too precious to be thrown away; he was therefore

immediately put into the coach, though the day
was far spent ; and I, though exceedingly weak,
accompanied him in the journey, which was per-

formed by the light of flambeaux, and rendered
unspeakingly shocking by the dismal apprehension
of losing him every moment.
At length, however, we arrived at our lodgings

in Pall Mall, where I lay by him on the floor, and
attended the issue of his distemper in all the agonies

of horror and despair. In a little time his malady
settled upon his brain, and, in his delirium, he
uttered such dreadful exclamations, as were suffi-

cient to pierce the most savage heart. What effect

then must they have had on mine, which was
fraught with every sentiment of the most melting
affection ! It was not a common grief that took
possession of my sold ; I felt all the aggravation of
the most acute distress. I sometimes ran down to

the street in a fit of distraction : I sent for the

doctors every minute : I wearied Heaven with my
prayers. Even now my heart aches at the remem-
brance of what I suffered, and I cannot, without
trembling, proceed with the woful story.

After having lain insensible some days, he re-

covered the use of speech, and called upon my
name, which he had a thousand times repeated

while he was bereft of reason. All hopes of his

life were now relinquished, and I was led to his

bedside to receive his last adieu, being directed to

summon all my fortitude, and suppress my sorrow,

that he might not be disturbed by my agitation.

I collected all my resolution to support me in this

affecting scene. I saw my dear lord in extremity.

The beauties of his youth were all decayed ; yet
his eyes, though languid, retained unspeakable
sweetness and expression. He felt his end ap-
proaching, put forth his hand, and, with a look full

of complacency and benevolence, uttered such a
tender tale—Good Heaven ! how had I deserved
such accumulated affliction !— the bare remem-
brance of which now melts me into tears. Human
nature could not undergo my situation without
suffering an ecstacy of grief! I clasped him in

my arms, and kissed him a thousand times, with
the most violent emotions of woe : but I was torn
from his embrace, and in a little time he was
ravished for ever from my view.
On that fatal morning, which put a period to his

life, I saw the Duchess of L approach my bed,
and, from her appearance, concluded that he was
no more

; yet I begged she would not confirm the
unhappy presage by announcing his death ; and she
accordingly preserved the most emphatic silence.
I got up, and trod softly over his head, as if I had
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been afraid of interrupting his repose. Alas! he

was no longer sensible of such disturbance. I was

seized with a stupefaction of sorrow : I threw up

the window, and, looking around, thought the sun

shone with the most dismal aspect; every thing

was solitary, cheerless, and replete with horror.

In this condition I was, t>y the direction of my
friend, conveyed to her house, where my faculties

were so overpowered by the load of anguish which

oppressed me, that I know not what passed during

the first days of my unhappy widowhood ; this only

I know, the kind duchess treated me with all

imaginable care and compassion, and carried me
to her country-house, where I staid some months ;

during which, she endeavoured to comfort me with

all the amusements she could invent, and laid me
under such obligations as shall never be erased

from my remembrance. Yet, notwithstanding all

her care and concern, I was, by my excess of grief,

plunged into a languishing distemper, for which my
physicians advised me to drink the Bath waters.

In compliance with this prescription, I went

thither towards the end of summer, and found some

benefit by adhering to their directions. Though I

seldom went abroad, except when I visited my
sister-in-law, who was there with the princess ;

and, upon these occasions, I never failed to attract

the notice of the company, who were struck with

the appearance of such a young creature in weeds.

Nor was I free from the persecution of professed

admirers ;
but, being dead to all joy, I was deaf to

the voice of adulation.

About Christmas I repaired to my father's house,

where my sorrows were revived by every object

that recalled the idea of my dear lamented lord.

But these melancholy reflections I was obliged to

bear, because I had no other home or habitation,

being left an unprovided widow, altogether depen-

dent on the affection of my own family.

During this winter, divers overtures were made
to my father, by people who demanded me in

marriage ; but my heart was not yet sufficiently

weaned from my former passion to admit the

thoughts of another master. Among those that

presented their proposals was a certain young
nobleman, who, upon the first news of Lord

W m's death, came post from Baris, in order

to declai-e his passion. He made his first appear-

ance in a hired chariot and six, accompanied by a

big fat fellow, whom (as I afterwards learned) he

had engaged to sound his praises, with a promise

of a thousand pounds, in lieu of which he paid him
with forty. Whether it was with a view of screen-

ing himself from the cold, or of making a comfort-

able medium in case of being overturned, and

falling under his weighty companion, I know not

;

but, certain it is, the carriage was stuffed with hay,

in such a manner, that, when he arrived, the

servants were at some pains in rummaging and

removing it, before they could come at their master,

or help him to alight. When he was lifted out of

the chariot, he exhibited a very ludicrous figure

to the view. He was a thin, meagre, shivering

creature, of a low stature, with little black eyes, a

long nose, sallow complexion, and pitted with the

small-pox ; dressed in a coat of light brown frieze,

lined with pink-coloured shag, a monstrous solitaire

and bag, and (if I remember right) a pair of huge

jackboots. In a word, his whole appearance was
so little calculated for inspiring love, that I had (on

the strength of seeing him once before at Oxford)

set him down as the last man on earth whom I

would choose to wed ; and I will venture to affirm,

that he was in every particular the reverse of my
late husband.

As my father was not at home, he staid but one

evening, and left his errand with my mother, to

whom he was as disagreeable as to myself ; so that

his proposal was absolutely rejected, and I heard

no more of him during the space of three whole

months, at the expiration of which I went to town,

where this mortifying figure presented itself again,

and renewed his suit, offering such advantageous

terms of settlement, that my father began to relish

the match, and warmly recommended it to my
consideration.

Lord W—m's relations advised me to embrace

the opportunity of making myself independent.

All my acquaintance plied me with arguments to

the same purpose. I was uneasy at home, and in-

different to all mankind.—I weighed the motives

with the objections, and with reluctance yielded to

the importunity of my friends.

In consequence of this determination, the little

gentleman was permitted to visit me ; and the

manner of his address did not at all alter the

opinion I had conceived of his character and un-

derstanding. I was even shocked at the prospect

of marrying a man whom I could not love ; and,

in order to disburden my own conscience, took an

opportunity of telling him, one evening, as we sat

opposite to each other, that it was not in my
power to command my affection, and therefore he

could not expect the possession of my heart, Lord
"\y

—

m '

s indulgence having spoiled me for a wife ;

nevertheless, I would endeavour to contract a friend-

ship for him, which would entirely depend upon

his own behaviour.

To this declaration he replied, to my great sur-

prise, that he did not desire me to love him—my
friendship was sufficient ; and next day repeated

this strange instance of moderation in a letter,

which I communicated to my sister, who laughed

heartily at the contents, and persuaded me, that

since I could love no man, he was the properest

person to be my husband.

Accordingly, the wedding clothes and equipage

being prepared, the day—the fatal day—was fixed

!

—on the morning of which I went to the house of

my brother-in-law, Duke II , who loved me
tenderly, and took my leave of the family, a family

which I shall always remember with love, honour,

and esteem. His grace received me in the most

affectionate manner, saying at parting, "Lady

W- , if he does not use you well, I will take

you back again."

The bridegroom and I met at Ox—d Chapel,

where the ceremony was performed by the Bishop

0fw , in presence of his lordship's mother, my
father, and another lady. The nuptial knot being

tied, we set out for my father's house in the

country, and proceeded full twenty miles on our

journey before my lord opened his mouth, my
thoughts having been all that time employed on

something quite foreign to my present situation;

for I was then but a giddy girl of eighteen. At
length my father broke silence, and clapping his

lordship on the shoulder, told him he was but a

dull bridegroom ;
upon which my lord gave him to

understand that he was out of spirits. This de-

jection continued all the day, notwithstanding 'the

refreshment of a plentiful dinner, which he ate
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upon the road ; and in the evening we arrived at

the place of our destination, where we were kindly

received hy my mother, though she had no liking

to the match ; and, after supper, we retired to our

apartment.

It was here that I had occasion to perceive the

most disagreeable contrast between my present

helpmate and my former lord. Instead of flying

to my arms with all the eagerness of love and
rapture, this manly representative sat moping in a

corner, like a criminal on execution day, and owned
he was ashamed to bed with a woman whose hand
he had scarce ever touched.

I could not help being affected with this pusil-

lanimous behaviour. I remembered Lord W—m,
while I surveyed the object before me, and made
such a comparison as filled me with horror and
disgust

;
nay, to such a degree did my aversion to

this phantom prevail, that I began to sweat with

anguish at the thought of being subjected to his

pleasure ; and when, after a long hesitation, he
ventured to approach me, I trembled as if I had
been exposed to the embraces of a rattlesnake.

Nor did the efforts of his love diminish this an-

tipathy. His attempts were like the pawings of

an imp, sent from hell to seize and torment some
guilty wretch, such as are exhibited in some dra-

matic performance, which I never see acted without

remembering my wedding-night. By such shadowy,
unsubstantial, vexatious behaviour was I tantalized,

and robbed of my repose; and early next morning
I got up, with a most sovereign contempt for my
bedfellow, who indulged himself in bed till eleven.

Having passed a few days in this place, I went
home with him to his house at Twickenham, and
soon after we were presented at court, when the

queen was pleased to say to my lord's mother, she
did not doubt that we should be an happy couple,

for I had been a good wife to my former husband.
Whatever deficiencies I had to complain of in my

new spouse, he was not wanting in point of liberality.

I was presented with a very fine chariot, studded
with silver nails, and such a profusion of jewels
as furnished a joke to some of my acquaintance,
who observed, that I was formerly queen of hearts,

but now metamorphosed into the queen of diamonds.
I now also had an opportunity, which I did not let

slip, of paying LordW—m's debts from my privy

purse ; and on that score received the thanks of his

elder brother, who, though he had undertaken to

discharge them, delayed the execution of his pur-

pose longer than I thought they should remain
unpaid. This uncommon splendour attracted the

eyes and envy of my competitors, who were the

more implacable in their resentments, because,

notwithstanding my marriage, I was as much as

ever followed by the men of gallantry and pleasure,

among whom it is a constant maxim, that a woman
never withholds her affections from her husband,
without an intention to bestow them somewhere
else. I never appeared without a train of admirers,
and my house in the country was always crowded
with gay young men of quality.

Among those who cultivated my good graces
with the greatest skill and assiduity, were the Earl
C and Mr. S , brother to Lord F .

The former of whom, in the course of his ad-
dresses, treated me with an entertainment of sur-
prising magnificence, disposed into a dinner, supper,
and ball, to which I, at his desire, invited eleven
ladies, whom he paired with the like number of

his own sex ; so that the whole company amounted
to twenty-four. We were regaled with a most
elegant dinner, in an apartment which was alto-

gether superb, and served by gentlemen only, no
livery servant being permitted to come within the

door. In the afternoon we embarked in two
splendid barges, being attended by a band of music
in a third ; and enjoyed a delightful evening upon
the river till the twilight, when we returned and
began the ball, which was conducted with such

order and taste, that mirth and good humour pre-

vailed. No dissatisfaction appeared, except in the

countenance of one old maid, since married to a

son of the Duke of
,
who, though she would

not refuse to partake of such an agreeable enter-

tainment, was displeased that I should have the

honour of inviting her. O baleful envy, thou self-

tormenting fiend ! how dost thou predominate in

all assemblies, from the grand gala of a court, to

the meeting of simple peasants at their harvest-

home !—Nor is the prevalence of this sordid passion

to be at wondered at, if we consider the weakness,

pride, and vanity of our sex. The presence of one

favourite man shall poison the enjoyment of a

whole company, and produce the most rancorous
enmity betwixt the closest friends.

I danced with the master of the ball, who em-
ployed all the artillery of his eloquence in making
love ; yet I did not listen to his addresses, for he
was not to my taste, though he possessed an agree-

able person, and a good acquired understanding ;

hut he was utterly ignorant of that gentle prevailing-

art which I afterwards experienced in Mr. S
,

and which was the only method he could have
successfully practised, in seducing a young woman
like me, born with sentiments of honour, and
trained up in the paths of religion and virtue.

This young gentleman was indeed absolutely master
of those insinuating qualifications which few women
of passion and sensibility can resist ; and had a
person every way adapted for profiting by these

insidious talents. He was well acquainted with the

human heart, conscious of his own power and
capacity, and exercised these endowments with

unwearied perseverance. He was tall and thin, of

a shape and size perfectly agreeable to my taste,

with large blue eloquent eyes, good teeth, and a
long head turned to gallantry. His behaviour was
the standard of politeness, and all his advances
were conducted with the most profound respect

;

which is the most effectual expedient a man can

use against us, if he can find means to persuade us

that it proceeds from the excess and delicacy of
his passion. It is no other than a silent compli-
ment, by which our accomplishments are continually

flattered, and pleases in proportion to the supposed
understanding of him who pays it.

By these arts and advantages this consummate
politician in love began by degrees to sap the foun-
dations of my conjugal faith ; he stole imper-
ceptibly into my affection, and by dint of opportu-
nity, which he well knew how to improve, triumphed
at last over all his rivals.

Nor was he the only person that disputed my
heart with Earl C . That nobleman was also

rivalled by Lord C H , a Scotchman, who
had been an intimate and relation of my former
husband. Him I would have preferred to most of
his competitors, and actually coquetted with him
for some time. But the amour was interrupted by
his going to Ireland

; upon which occasion, under-
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standing that he was but indifferently provided

with money, I made him a present of a gold snuff-

box, in -which was enclosed a bank-note ; a trifling

mark of my esteem, -which he afterwards justified

by the most grateful, friendly, and genteel behavi-

our ; and as we corresponded by letters, I frankly

told him, that Mr. S had stepped in, and won
the palm from all the rest of my admirers.

This new favourite's mother and sister, who
lived in the neighbourhood, were my constant com-

panions ; and, in consequence of this intimacy, he

never let a day pass without paying his respects to

me in person
;
nay, so ingenious was he in contriv-

ing the means of promoting his suit, that whether

I rode or walked, went abroad or staid at home, he

was always of course one of the party ; so that his

design seemed to engross his whole vigilance and

attention. Thus he studied my disposition, and

established himself in my good opinion at the same

time. He found my heart was susceptible of every

tender impression, and saw that I was not free from

the vanity of youth ; he had already acquired my
friendship and" esteem, from which he knew there

was a short and easy transition to love. By his

penetration choosing proper seasons for the theme,

he urged it with such pathetic vows and artful

adulation, as well might captivate a young woman
of my complexion and experience, and circum-

stanced as I was, with a husband whom I had such

reason to despise.

Though he thus made an insensible progress in

my heart, he did not find my virtue an easy con-

quest •, and I mvself was ignorant of the advantage

he had gained with regard to my inclinations, until

I was convinced of his success by an alarm of jea-

lonsy which I one day felt, at seeing him engaged

in conversation with another lady. I forthwith

recognised this symptom of love, with which I had
been formerly acquainted, and trembled at the dis-

covery of my own weakness. I underwent a strange

agitation and mixture of contrary sensations. I was
pleased with the passion, yet ashamed of avowing
it even to my own mind. The rights of a husband,

though mine was but a nominal one, occurred to

my reflection, and virtue, modesty, and honour,

forbade me to cherish the guilty flame.

When I encouraged these laudable scruples, and

resolved to sacrifice my love to duty and reputation,

my lord was almost every day employed in riding

post to my father, with complaints of my conduct,

which was hitherto irreproachable ;
though the

greatest grievance which he pretended to have

suffered was my refusing to comply with his desire,

when he entreated me to lie a whole hour every

morning, with my neck uncovered, that, by gazing,

he might quiet the perturbation of his spirits. From
this request you may judge of the man, as well as

of the regard" I must entertain for his character and

disposition.

During the whole summer I was besieged by my
artful undoer, and in the autumn set out with my
lord for Bath, where, by reason of the intimacy that

subsisted between our families, we lived in the same

house with my lover and his sister, who, with

another agreeable young lady, accompanied us in

this expedition. By this time Mr. S had ex-

torted from me a confession of a mutual flame,

though I assured him that it should never induce

me to give up the valuable possession of an un-

spotted character, and a conscience void of offence.

I offered him all the enjoyment he could reap from

an unreserved intercourse of souls, abstracted from

any sensual consideration. He eagerly embraced
the platonic proposal, because he had sagacity

enough to foresee the issue of such chimerical con-

tracts, and knew me too well to think he could ac-

complish his purpose without seeming to acquiesce

in my own terms, and cultivating my tenderness

under the specious pretext.

In consequence of this agreement, we took all

opportunities of seeing each other in private ; and

these interviews were spent in mutual protestations

of disinterested love. This correspondence, though

dangerous, was, on my side, equally innocent and

endearing ; and many happy hours we passed,

before my sentiments were discovered. At length

my lover was taken ill, and then my passion burst

out beyond the power of concealment ;
my grief

and anxiety became so conspicuous in my counte-

nance, and my behaviour was so indiscreet, that

every body in the house perceived the situation of

my thoughts, and blamed my conduct accordingly.

Certain it is, I was extremly imprudent, though

intentionally innocent. I have lain whole nights

by my lord, who teased and tormented me for that

which neither I could give nor he could take, and

ruminated on the fatal consequences of this un-

happy flame, until I was worked into a fever of

disquiet. I saw there was no safety but in flight,

and often determined to banish myself for ever from

the sight of this dangerous intruder. But my re-

solution always failed at the approach of day, and

my desire of seeing him as constantly recurred. So

far was I from persisting in such commendable de-

terminations, that, on the eve of our departure

frorn Bath, I felt the keenest pangs of sorrow at our

approaching separation ; and as we could not enjoy

our private interviews at my house in town, I pro-

mised to visit him at his own apartments, after he

had sworn by all that's sacred, that he would take

no sinister advantage of my condescension, by pre-

suming upon the opportunities I should give.

He kept his word, for he saw I trusted to it with

fear and trembling, and perceived that my appre-

hension was not affected, but the natural concern

of a young creature, distracted between love and

duty, whom, had he alarmed, he never would have

seen within his doors again. Instead of pressing

me with solicitations in favour of his passion, he

was more than ever respectful and complaisant ; so

that I found myself disengaged of all restraint, con-

ducted the conversation, shortened and repeated

my visits, at my own pleasure, till at last I became

so accustomed to this communication, that his house

was as familiar to me as my own.

Having in this manner secured himself in my
confidence, he resumed the favourite topic of love,

and, warming my imagination by gradual advances

on the subject, my heart began to pant ; when he

saw me thus moved, he snatched the favourable

occasion to practise all his eloquence and art. I

could not resist his energy, nor even fly from the

temptation that assailed me, until he had obtained a

promise that he should, at our next meeting, reap

the fruits of his tedious expectation. Upon this

condition I was permitted to retire, and blessed

heaven for my escape, fully determined to continue

in the path of virtue I had hitherto trod, and stifle

the criminal flame by which my peace and repu-

tation were endangered. But his idea, which reigned

in my heart without control, soon baffled all these

prudent suggestions.



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 317

I saw him again ; aud he reminded me of my
promise, which I endeavoured to evade with affected

pleasantry ;
upon which he manifested the utmost

displeasure and chagrin, shedding some crocodile

tears, and upbraided me with levity and indiffer-

ence. He observed, that he had solicited my favour

for ten long months without intermission, and ima-

gined I had held out so long on virtuous motives

only ; hut now he could plainly perceive that his

want of success had been owing to my want of

affection, and that all my professions were insin-

cere. In a word, he persuaded me, that his remon-

strances were just and reasonable. I could not see

the affliction of a man I loved, when I knew it

was in my power to remove it ;
and, rather than

forfeit his opinion of my sincerity and love, I con-

sented to his wish. My heart now flutters at the

remembrance of the dear though fatal indiscretion ;

yet I reflect without remorse, and even remember

it with pleasure.

If I could not avoid the censure of the world, I

was resolved to bear it without repining ; and sure

the guilt, if there was any in my conduct, was but

venial ; for I considered myself as a person ab-

solved of all matrimonial ties, by the insignificance

of Lord ,
who, though a nominal husband, was

in fact a mere nonentity. I therefore contracted a

new engagement with my lover, to which I re-

solved to adhere with the most scrupulous fidelity,

without the least intention of injuring my lord or

his relations ;
for, had our mutual passion produced

any visible effects, I would immediately have re-

nounced and abandoned my husband for ever, that

the fruit of my love for Mr. S might not have

inherited, to the detriment of the right heir. This

was my determination, which I thought just, if not

prudent ; and for which I have incurred the impu-

tation of folly, in the opinion of this wise and honest

generation, by whose example and advice I have,

since that time, been a little reformed in point of

prudentials, though I still retain a strong tendency

to return to my primitive way of thinking.

When I quitted Mr. S , after the sacrifice I

had made, and returned to my own bed, it may,

perhaps, be supposed that I slept but little. True,

I was kept awake by the joyful impatience of re-

visiting my lover. Indeed I neglected no oppor-

tunity of flying to his arms. When Lord was
in the country, we enjoyed each other's company
without interruption ; but when he resided in town,

our correspondence was limited to stolen inter-

views, which were unspeakably delicious, as genu-

ine love presided at the entertainment.

Such was my happiness in the course of this

tender communication, that to this day I remember

it with pleasure, though it has cost me dear in the

sequel, and was at that time enjoyed at a con-

siderable expense ; for I devoted myself so entirely

to my lover, who was desirous of engrossing my time

and thoughts, that my acquaintance, which was

very numerous, justly accused me of neglect, and

of consequence cooled in their friendships. But I

was All for love, or the world well lost. And were

the same opportunity to offer, I would act the same
conduct over again.

Some there are who possibly may wonder how I

could love twice with such violence of affection.

But all such observers must be unacquainted with

the human heart. Mine was naturally adapted for

the tender passions, and had been so fortunate, so

cherished in its first impressions, that it felt with

joy the same sensations revive, when influenced by
the same engaging qualifications. Certain it is, I

loved the second time as well as the first, and better

was impossible. I gave up my all for both : for-

tune and my father's favour for the one ;
reputa-

tion, friends, and fortune for the other. Yet,

notwithstanding this intimate connexion, I did not

relinquish the world all at once ; on the contrary,

I still appeared at court, and attracted the notice

and approbation of my royal patroness ; I danced

with the P of W a circumstance which

so nearly affected Mr. S , who was present, that,

in order to manifest his resentment, he chose the

ugliest woman in the ball for his partner ; and I no

sooner perceived his uneasiness, than I gave over,

with a view of appeasing his displeasure.

Without repeating particular circumstances, let

it suffice to say, our mutual passion was a perfect

copy of that which had subsisted between me and

my dear LordW—m. It was jealous, melting, and

delicate, and chequered with little accidents, which

serve to animate and maintain the flame, in its first

ardency of rapture. When my lover was sick, I

attended and nursed him with indefatigable tender-

ness and care ; and during an indisposition, which

I caught in the performance of this agreeable

office, he discharged the obligation with all the

warmth of sympathy and love.

It was, however, judged necessary by the phy-

sicians, that I should use the Bath waters for the

recovery of my health ; and I set out for that place,

glad of a pretence to be absent from Lord ,

with whom I lived on very unhappy terms. He
had, about nine months after our marriage, desired

that we might sleep in separate beds, and gave a

very whimsical reason for this proposal. He said,

the immensity of his love deprived him of the

power of gratification, and that some commerce

with an object, to which his heart was not attached,

might, by diminishing the transports of his spirits,

reeompose his nerves, and enable him to enjoy the

fruits of his good fortune.

You may be sure I made no objections to this

plan, which was immediately put in execution. He
made his addresses to a nymph of Drury-lane,

whose name, as he told me, was Mrs. Rock. She

made shift to extract some money from her patient;

but his infirmity was beyond the power of her art,

though she made some mischief between us ;
and I

communicated my suspicion to the duke of H ,

who intended to have expostulated with her upon

the subject ; but she got intimation of his design, and

saved him the trouble by a precipitate retreat.

After my return from Bath, where Mr. S

and I had lived happily, until we were interrupted

by the arrival of my husband, his lordship expressed

an inclination to be my bedfellow again. In this

particular I desired to be excused. I would not be

the first to propose the separation, which, though

usual in other countries, is contrary to the custom

of England, being unwilling to furnish the least

handle for censure, as my character was still un-

blemished ; yet, when the proposal came from him,

I thought myself entitled to refuse a reunion ; to

which I accordingly objected.

This opposition produced a quarrel, which rose

to a state of perpetual animosity ; so that we began

to talk of parting. My lord relished the expedient,

agreeing to add three hundred pounds ayear to my
pin-money, which, by the by, was never paid ; and

I renounced all state and grandeur, to live in a
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small house that I hired at Carshalton, where I

passed my time for two months, in the most agree-

able retirement, with my dear lover. At length I

was disturbed by the intrusion of my lord, who
molested me with visits and solicitations to return,

pretending that he had changed his mind, and in-

sisting upon, my compliance with his desire.

I exhausted my invention in endeavours to evade
his request ; but he persecuted me without ceasing.

So that I was fain to capitulate, on condition that

he should immediately set out for France ; and that

he should not presume to approach my bed till our
arrival at Calais. We accordingly departed for

that kingdom
;
and, far from infringing the least

article of our treaty, his lordship did not insist upon
his privilege before we reached the capital of France.

Meanwhile, I began to feel the effect of my pas-

sion in a very interesting manner, and communi-
cated my discovery to the dear author of it, who
would not leave me in such an affecting situation,

but took the first opportunity of following us to

France.
In our road to Paris, we stopped to visit Chan-

tilly, a magnificent chateau belonging to the Prince
of Conde, and there met by accident with some
English noblemen, to whom I was known. The
prince and his sisters invited me very politely into

the gallery, where they sat. They complimented
me on my person, and seemed to admire my dress,

which was altogether new to them, being a blue

English riding habit, trimmed with gold, and a hat

with a feather. They were particularly well pleased

with my hair, which hung down to my waist, and
pressed me to stay a fortnight at their house ; an
invitation which I was very much mortified at

being obliged to refuse, because my lord did not

understand the French language. I was enchanted
with the place and the company, the women being
amiable, and the men polite ; nor were they stran-

gers to my name and story ; for Mr. S calling

at the same place a few days after, they rallied him
on my account.

When we arrived at Paris, the first thing I did

was to metamorphose myself into a French woman.
I cut off my hair, hid a very good complexion of
my own with rouye, reconciled myself to powder,
which I had never used before, put on a robe with

a large hoop, and went to the Thuilleries, full of

spirits and joy ;
for, at that time, everything con-

spired to make me happy. I had health, youth,

and beauty, love, vanity, and affluence, and found
myself surrounded with diversions, which were
gay, new, and agreeable. My appearance drew
upon me the eyes of the whole company, who con-

sidered me a stranger, but not a foreigner, so com-
pletely was I equipped in the fashion of the French

;

and when they understood who I was, they ap-

plauded my person with the most lavish encomiums,
according to their known politeness.

After having made a circuit round all the public

places of entertainment in Paris, I was introduced

into company by an English family, residing in that

city
; and, among others, became acquainted with

a French lady, whose charms were remarkably
attractive. The Duke of K was her admirer

;

but she lived in reputation with her mother, and an
agreeable sister, whose lover was the Prince of

C ; (for almost every lady in France has her
aimant.)

W ith this charming woman, whose name was
Madam de la T , I often made parties of plea-

sure. The duke, Mr. S , she, and I, used to

meet in the Bois de Boulogne, which is a pleasant

wood, at a small distance from Paris, whither the

company repairs in the summer season ior the bene-
fit of the air

; and, after having amused ourselves

among the groves, embarked in his grace's equi-

page, which was extremely elegant, being a calash

drawn by six fine long-tailed greys, adorned with
ribbons, in the French taste ; and thus we were
conducted to a little enchanted, or at least enchant-
ing, palace, possessed by the duke, at one end. of
the town. The lower apartment, appropriated to

me, was furnished with yellow and silver, the bed
surrounded with looking-glasses, and the door
opened into the garden, laid out in a cradle walk,

and intervening parterres of roses and other flowers.

Above stairs, my female companion lodged in a
chamber furnished with chintz. AVe supped all

together in the saloon, which, though small, was
perfectly elegant. The company was always good-
humoured, the conversation sprightly and joyous,

and the scene, though often repeated, still delight-

ful and entertaining.

At other times, Mr. S and I used to pass our

evenings at the palace of the prince of C ,

which his highness lent us for our accommodation.

The apartments opened into the gardens of the

Luxembourg, and were, in point of magnificence,

suitable to the owner. Thither I used to repair in

a flaming equipage, on pretence of visiting, and
spent the best part of the night with him who was
dearer to me than all the princes in the world.

While I was happily engaged in these ravishing

parties, my little lord was employed in efforts to

recover his health by restoratives, arid I know not

what ; for he still lamented the enfeebling effects

of his passion, and complained that he loved me
more like an angel than a woman, though he strove

to govern his affections according to the doctrines

of the Christian religion, as he regulated his life by
the maxims of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden.
The meaning of this declaration I could never learn

;

and, indeed, I have been often tempted to believe

he had no meaning at all.

Be that as it will, I found my size visibly in-

creasing, and my situation extremely uneasy, on
account of the perpetual wrangling which prevailed

betwixt us, in consequence of his desiring to sleep

with me again, after we had parted beds for the

second time ; and, that I might be no longer ex-

posed to such disagreeable persecution, I resolved

to leave him, though at the hazard of my life.

Thus determined, I went to the British ambas-
sador, in a hackney-coach; and, in order to dis-

guise my youth, which might have prepossessed

him against my judgment, muffled myself up in a

black hood, which, as he said, instead of lending an

air of gravity to my countenance, added a wildness

to my looks, which was far from being disagree-

able. He had been a gallant man in his youth,

and even then, though well stricken in years, was
not insensible to the power of beauty. This dis-

position, perhaps, rendered him more favourable to

my cause, though he at first advised me to return

to my husband ; but finding me obstinate, he under-

took to serve me in my own way, and procured a

protection from the French king, by virtue of which

I could live at Paris unmolested by my lord. Never-

theless, he advised me, if I was determined to leave

him, to make the best of my way to England, and

sue for a divorce.
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T relished Ins opinion, and concealed myself

about three days in Paris, during -which I borrowed

some linen ; for, as it was impossible to convey any

thing out of my own house without suspicion, I had

neither clothes for my accommodation, nor a ser-

vant to wait on me.

In this solitary condition, I took the road to

Planders, after I had put my lord upon a wrong

scent, by writing a letter to him, dated at Calais,

and travelled through an unknown country, with-

out any other attendant than the postillion, being

subjected to this inconvenience by the laws of

France, which are so severe in some particulars,

that, if any person had been apprehended with me,

he would have suffered death for going off with a

man's wife ;
though any man might go to bed with

the same woman, without fear of incurring any

legal punishment.

I proceeded night and day without intermission,

that I might the sooner reach Flanders, where I

knew I should be safe ; and as the nights were ex-

cessively cold, I was fain to wrap myself up in

flannel, which I bought for the purpose, as I had

no clothes to keep me warm, and travelled in an

open chaise. While we passed through dreary

woods, quite remote from the habitations of men,

I was not without apprehensions of being stripped

and murdered by the postillion
;
and, in all proba-

bility, owed my safety to the indigence of my ap-

pearance, which might also protect me in two

miserable places, where I was obliged to lie, before

I got out of the territories of France; for, as I

could not reach the great towns where I intended

to lodge, I was under the necessity of putting up

at little wretched hovels, where no provision was
to be had, but sour brown bread, and sourer cheese

;

and every thing seemed to denote the dens of

despair and assassination.

I made shift, however, to subsist on this fare, un-

comfortable as it was, confiding on the meanness

of my equipage for the security of my person ; and

at length arriving at Brussels, fixed my quarters in

the Hotel de Flandre, so well known to the English

since, where I thought myself extremely happy in

the accomplishment of my flight.

I had not been two full days in this place, when
I was blessed with the sight of my lover, who fol-

lowed me on the wings of love, in pursuance of the

plan we had projected before my departure from

Paris. Here we concerted measures for proceeding

to England. I hired a tall fine Liegeoise for my
maid ; and setting out for Ostend, we embarked in

a vessel, in which Mr. S had bespoke our pas-

sage. Our voyage was short and prosperous, and

our time most agreeably spent in the company of

my dear partner, who was a most engaging man in

all respects, as I dare say my Lady O has since

found him.

I assumed a fictitious name, took private lodg-

ings in Poland-street, retained lawyers, and com-
menced a suit for separation against my lord. I

communicated the reasons of my elopement to my
father, who was shocked and surprised at my con-

duct, which he condemned with expressions of sor-

row and resentment. But the step was taken
;

nor did I repent of what I had done, except on his

account.

In the morning after my arrival at London, I

waited upon the Lord Chief Justice, to whom I

complained of the usage I had received from my
lord, whose temper was teasing, tiresome, and

intolerably capricious. Indeed, his behaviour was

a strange compound of madness and folly, seasoned

with a small proportion of sense. No wonder then,

that I, who am hot and hasty, should be wretched,

under the persecution of such a perverse humourist,

who used to terrify me, and scold at me the whole

night without intermission, and shake my pillow

from time to time, that I might not sleep, while he

tormented me with his disagreeable expostulations.

I have been often frightened almost out of my
senses, at seeing him convulsed with the most un-

reasonable passion ; and chagrined to the highest

degree of disgust, to find, by repeated observation,

his disposition so preposterous, that his satisfaction

and displeasure never depended upon the cause he

had to be satisfied or disobliged ;
but, on the con-

trary, when he had most reason to be pleased, he

was always most discontented, and very often in

good humour, when he had reason enough for

vexation.

While I lived in Poland-street, I was engaged

with lawyers, and so often visited by my father, that

I could not dedicate my whole time as usual to my
lover ; nor was it convenient that he should be

seen in my company ; he therefore took a small

house at Camberwell, whither I went as often as I

had an opportunity; and maintained the correspon-

dence with such eagerness and industry, thai,

although I was six months gone with child, I have

often, by myself, set out for his habitation, in a

hackney-coach, at eleven o'clock at night, and re-

turned by six in the morning, that I might be in

my own bed when my father came to see me ; for

I concealed my amour, as well as the effects of it,

from his knowledge, and frequently took water

from the bridge, that my motions might not be dis-

covered. Nothing but the most passionate love

could have supported my spirits under such vicissi-

tudes of fatigue, or enabled my admirer to spend

whole days by himself in such a solitary retirement.

By this time, my lord was arrived in England,

and employed in discovering the place of my re-

treat ; so that I lived in continual alarm, and pro-

vided myself with a speaking-trumpet, which stood

by my bedside, to be used in calling for assistance,

in case my pursuer should make an attack upon my
lodgings.

This situation being extremely uncomfortable, I

had no sooner began my process against him, than

I put myself entirely under the protection of Mr.

S , who conducted me to the house of a friend

of his who lived in the country, where I was secure

from the attempts of my husband.

The world had now given me up, and I had
renounced the world with the most perfect resig-

nation. I weighed in my breast what I should lose

in point of character, with what I suffered in my
peace at home, and found, that my reputation was
not to be preserved, except at the expense of my
quiet, for his lordship was not disposed to make
me easy, had I been ever so discreet. I therefore

determined to give up a few ceremonial visits, and

empty professions, for the more substantial enjoy-

ments of life.

We passed our time very agreeably in various

amusements with this friend of Mr. S , until the

term of my reckoning was almost expired, then

returned to London, and took lodgings in South-

ampton-street, where I began to make the pre-

parations for the approaching occasion. Here I

proposed to live with the utmost circumspection. I
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disguised my name, saw nobody but my lawyer and
lover, and never approached the window lest I

should be discovered by accident.

Notwithstanding these precautions, my French
maid, whom I had sent for some of my clothes,

was dogged in her return, and next morning my
lord took my lodgings by storm. Had he given
the assault in his own person only, I make no doubt
but he would have suffered a repulse from the

opposition of the Liegeoise, who made all the re-

sistance in her power ; but was obliged to give way
to superior numbers.

I was at that time a-bed, and hearing an unusual
noise below, rang my bell, in order to know the

cause of such disturbance. I drew my curtain at

the same time, and who should I see entering my
chamber but his lordship, attended by a con-

stable, and the footman who had discovered my
retreat

!

Such an unexpected visit could not fail to affect

me with surprise and consternation. However, I

summoned all my fortitude to my aid, and per-

ceiving the fellows were about to open my window-
shutters, desired their principal to order them
down stairs. He readily complied with my re-

quest, and sitting down by my bedside, told me
with an air of triumph, that he had found me at

last; and I frankly owned, that I was heartily

sorry for his success. Instead of upbraiding me
with my escape, he proceeded to entertain me with
all the news in town, and gave me a minute detail

of every thing that happened to him since our
parting

;
among other articles of intelligence, giving

me to understand, that he had challenged Mr. S ,

who refused to fight him, and was in disgrace with
the Prince ofW on that account.

But here his lordship did not strictly adhere to

the naked truth. He had indeed, before our de-

parture from the country, gone to my lover, and
insisted upon having satisfaction in Hyde Park,
two days from the date of his demand, and at three

o'clock in the afternoon ; S ,
believing him in

earnest, accepted the invitation
;
though he ob-

served, that these affairs could not be discussed too

soon, and wished the time of meeting might be at

an earlier hour. But his lordship did not choose
to alter the circumstances of his first proposal

;

and, when he went away, said he should expect
him at the appointed time and place, if it did not

rain.

His antagonist gave me an account of the con-
versation, when I assured him the whole business

would end in smoke. Accordingly, my lord sent

him a letter on Monday, desiring that the assigna-

tion might be deferred till Thursday, that he might
have time to settle his affairs, and pay S an hun-
dred pounds, which he had formerly borrowed of

him. When Thursday came, he was favoured with

another epistle, importing, that the challenger had
changed his mind, and would seek satisfaction at

law. Thus ended that heroic exploit, which his

lordship now boasted of with such arrogant mis-

representation.

Whilst he regaled me with these interesting

particulars, I was contriving a scheme to frustrate

the discovery he had made ; so that I did not con-

tradict his assertions, but told him, that, if he would
go down stair;-, I would rise and come to breakfast.

He consented to this proposal with great cheerful-

ness ; and I own I was not a little surprised to find

him, at this first interview, in as good a humour as

if nothing had happened to interrupt the felicity of
our matrimonial union.

It cost me some invention to conceal my con-
dition from his notice, being now within a week of
the expected crisis. But I knew I had to do with
a man of no great penetration, and succeeded in

my attempt accordingly. We breakfasted with
great harmony, and I invited him to dinner, after

having prevailed upon him to send away his myr-
midons, whom, nevertheless, he ordered to return
at eleven o'clock at night. We conversed together
with great gaiety and mirth. When I rallied him
for visiting me in such a dishabille, he stood a tiptoe

to view himself in the glass ; and, owning I was in

the right, said he would go and dress himself before

dinner.

He accordingly went away, charging my maid to

give him entrance at his return ; and he was no
sooner gone than I wrote to Mr. S , giving him
an account of what had happened. Then, without
having determined on any certain plan, I huddled
on my clothes, muffled myself up, and calling a
chair, went to the next tavern, where I staid no
longer than was sufficient to change my vehicle

and, to the astonishment of the drawers, who could

not conceive the meaning of my perturbation, pro-

ceeded to a shop in the neighbourhood, where I

dismissed my second chair, and procured a hack-

ney coach, in which I repaired to the lodgings of

my lawyer, whom I could trust. Having made
him acquainted with the circumstances of my
distress, and consulted him about a proper place of

retreat, after some recollection, he directed me to

a little house in a court, to which, by the assistance

of my lover, my woman and clothes were safely

conveyed that same evening.

My lord, however, came to dinner, according to

invitation, and did not seem at all alarmed when
my maid told him I was gone, but stepped to my
lawyer, to know if he thought I should return.

Upon his answering in the affirmative, and advising

his lordship to go back in the mean time, and eat

the dinner I had provided, he very deliberately

took his advice, made a very hearty meal, drank

his bottle of wine, and, as I did" not return according

to his expectation, withdrew in order to consult his

associates.

This motion of his furnished my woman with an

opportunity of making her retreat ; and, when he

returned at night, the coast was clear, and he found

nobody in the house but a porter, who had been

left to take care of the furniture. He was so en-

raged at this disappointment, that he made a

furious noise, which raised the whole neighbour-

hood, reinforced his crew with the authority of a

justice of the peace, tarried in the street till three

o'clock in the morning, discharged a lodging he

had hired at a barber's shop opposite to the house

from which I had escaped, and retired with the

comfortable reflection of having done every thing

which man could do to retrieve me.

The hurry of spirits and surprise I had under-

gone in effecting this retreat, produced such a

disorder in my constitution, that I began to fear I

should be delivered before I could be provided with

necessaries for the occasion. I signified my appre-

hension to Mr. S ,
who, with infinite care and

concern, endeavoured to find a more convenient

place ; and, after all his inquiries, was obliged to

fix upon a paltry apartment in the city, though his

tenderness was extremely shocked at the necessity
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of choosing it. However, there was no remedy,

nor time to be lost. To this miserable habitation

I was carried in a hackney coach ;
and, though

extremely ill, bore my fate with spirit and resig-

nation, in testimony of my sincere and indelible

attachment to my lover, for whose ease and pleasure

I could have suffered every inconvenience, and

even sacrificed my life.

Immediately after I had taken possession of my
wretched apartment, I was constrained by my
indisposition to go to bed, and send for necessary

help ; and in a few hours a living pledge of my
love and indiscretion saw the light, though the terrors

and fatigue I had undergone had affected this little

innocent so severely, that it scarce discovered any

visible signs of life.

My grief at this misfortune was inexpressible.

I forthwith despatched a message to the dear, the

anxious father, who flew to my arms, and shared

my sorrow, with all the gentleness of love and

parental fondness
;

yet our fears were, for that

time, happily disappointed by the recovery of our

infant daughter, who was committed to the charge

of a nurse in the neighbourhood ; so that I could

every day be satisfied in my inquiries about her

health. Thus I continued a whole fortnight in a

state of happiness and tranquillity, being blessed

with the conversation and tender offices of my
admirer, whose love and attention I wholly en-

grossed. In a word, he gave up all business and

amusement, and concentrated all his care and

assiduity in ministering to my ease and satisfaction.

And sure I had no cause to regret what I had

suffered on his account.

But this my agreeable situation was one day

disturbed by a most alarming accident, by which

my life was drawn into imminent danger. The
room under my bed-chamber took fire ; I imme-
diately smelt it, and saw the people about me in

the utmost perplexity and consternation, though

they would not own the true cause of their con-

fusion, lest my health should suffer in the fright.

Nevertheless, I was so calm in my inquiries, that

they ventured to tell me my suspicion was but too

just: upon which I gave such directions as I

thought would secure me from catching cold, in

case there should be a necessity for removing me

;

but the fire being happily extinguished, I escaped

that ceremony, which might have cost me my
life. Indeed it was surprising that the agitation of

my spirits did not produce some fatal effect upon

my constitution ; and I looked upon my deliverance

as the protection of a particular providence.

Though I escaped the hazard of a sudden removal,

I found it was high time to change my lodgings,

because the neighbours rushing into the house,

upon the alarm of fire, had discovered my situation,

though they were ignorant of my name ; and I did

not think myself safe in being the subject of their

conjectures. Mr. S ,
therefore, procured another

apartment, with better accommodation, to which I

was carried as soon as my health would admit of

my removal ; and soon after my lord wrote to me
by the hands of my lawyer, earnestly entreating

me to drop my prosecution, and come home. But

I would not comply with his request ; and nothing

was farther from my intention than the desire of

-receiving any favours at his hands.

Thus repulsed, he set on foot a most accurate

search for my person ; in the course of which he

is said to have detected several ladies and young

girls, who had reasons for keeping themselves

concealed ; and had like to have been very se\ erely

handled lor his impertinent curiosity. Being

unsuccessful in all his attempts, he entered into a

treaty with one Sir R H , a person of a

very indifferent character, who undertook to furnish

him with an infallible expedient to discover the

place of my abode, if he would gratify him with a

bond for a thousand pounds ; which being executed

accordingly, this worthy knight advertised me and

my rnaidin the public papers, offering one hundred

pounds as a reward to any person who should

disclose the place of our retirement.

As soon as the paper fell into my hands, I was

again involved in perplexity ; and, being afraid of

staying in town, resolved, with the concurrence ofmy
lover, to accept of an invitation I had received from

the Duke of K , who had by this time arrived

in England, with that lady whom I have already

mentioned as one of our parties at Paris. Having

visited my little infant, I next day set out for the

duke's country seat, which is a most elegant chateau,

and stands in a charming situation. Mr. S

followed in a few days. We met with a very cordial

reception; his grace was civil and good-natured,

lived nobly, and loved pleasure ; Madam la T
was formed to please; there was always a great

deal of good company in the house ; so that we
passed our time agreeably in playing at billiards and

cards, hunting, walking, reading, and conversation.

But my terms of happiness were generally of

short duration. In the midst of this felicity I was

overtaken by a most severe affliction, in the death

of my dear hapless infant, who had engrossed a

greater share of my tenderness than perhaps I even

should have paid to the offspring of a legitimate

contract; because the circumstance of her birth

would have been an insurmountable misfortune

to her through the whole course of her life, and

rendered her absolutely dependent on my love and

protection.

While I still lamented the untimely fate of this

fair blossom, Lord came down, and demanded

me as his wife ; but the suit which I then main-

tained against him deprived him, for the present,

of a husband's right ; and therefore the duke would

not deliver me into his hands.

In six months he repeated his visit and demand

;

and an agreement was patched up, in consequence

of which I consented to live in the same house with

him, on condition that he should never desire to

sleep with me, or take any other measure to disturb

my peace ; otherwise I should be at liberty to leave

him again, and entitled to the provision of a

separate maintenance. To these articles I assented,

by the advice of my lawyers, with a view of ob-

taining the payment of my pin-money, which I had

never received since our parting, but subsisted on

the sale of my jewels, which were very consider-

able, and had been presented to me with full power

of alienation. As to my lover, he had no fortune

to support me ; and for that reason I was scru-

pulously cautious of augmenting his expense.

We had now enjoyed each other's company for

three years, during which our mutual passion had

suffered no abatement, nor had my happiness been

mixed with any considerable alloy, except that

late stroke of providence which I have already

mentioned, and the reflection of the sorrow that

my conduct had entailed upon my dear father,

whom I loved beyond expression, and whom nothing

Y
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could have compelled me to disoblige but a more
powerful flame, that prevailed over every other

consideration. As I was now forced to break off

this enchanting correspondence, it is not to be

doubted that our parting cost us the most acute

sensations of grief and disappointment. However,

there was no remedy. I tore myself from his arms,

took my leave of the family, after having acknow-

ledged my obligations to the duke, and set out for

the place of rendezvous, where I was met by my
lord, attended by a steward whom he had lately

engaged, and who was one chief cause of our future

separations. My lord, having quitted his house in

town, conducted me to his lodgings in Fall-Mall,

and insisted upon sleeping with me the first night

;

but I refused to gratify his desire, on the authority

of our agreement.

This dispute produced a quarrel, in consequence

of which I attempted to leave the house. He
endeavouring to prevent my retreat, I fairly locked

him in, ran down stairs, and, calling a hackney-

coach, made the best of my way into the city, to

my father's lodgings, where I lay, the family being

in town, though he himself was in the country. I

wrote to him immediately ; and, when he came to

London, declared my intention of separating from

my lord; in which, seeing me obstinate and de-

termined, he at length acquiesced, and a formal

separation accordingly ensued, which at that time

I thought binding and immutable.

I was now sheltered under the wings of an

indulgent father, who had taken me into favour

again, on the supposition that my commerce with

Mr. S was absolutely at an end. Nevertheless,

though we had separated, in all appearance for

ever, we had previously agreed to maintain our

correspondence in private interviews, which should

escape the notice of the world, with which I was
again obliged to keep some measures.

Our parting at the duke ofK 's house in the

country was attended with all the genuine marks
of sincere and reciprocal affection, and I lived in

the sweet hope of seeing him again, in all the

transport of his former passion, when my lawyer,

who received my letters, brought me a billet one

night, just as I had gone to bed. Seeing the

superscription of S 's handwriting, I opened it

with all the impatience of an absent lover ; but how
shall I describe the astonishment and consternation

with which I was seized, when I perused the

contents ! Instead of the most tender vows and
protestations, this fatal epistle began with, Madam,
the best thing you can do is to return to your father,

or some cold and killing expression to that effect.

Heaven and earth ! what did I feel at this dire

conjuncture ! the light forsook my eyes, a cold

sweat bedewed my limbs, and I was overwhelmed
with such a torrent of sorrow and surprise, that

everybody present believed I would have died

under the violent agitation. They endeavoured to

support my spirits with repeated draughts of strong

liquor, which had no sensible effect upon my con-

stitution, though for eight whole years I had drank
nothing stronger than water; and I must have
infallibly perished in the first ecstacy of my grief,

had it not made its way in a fit of tears and ex-

clamation, in which I continued all night, to the

amazement of the family, whom my condition had
alarmed, and raised from their repose. My father

was the only person who guessed the cause of my
affliction ; he said he was sure I had received some

ill usage in a letter or message from that rascal

S , so he termed him in the bitterness of

passion.

At mention of that name, my agony redoubled

to such a degree, that all who were present wept at

sight of my deplorable condition. My poor father

shed a flood of tears, and conjured me to tell him
the cause of my disquiet

;
upon which, rather than

confess the truth, I amused his concern, by pre-

tending that my lover was ilL The whole family

having staid by me till I was a little more composed,

left me to the care of my maid, who put me into

bed about six in the morning, but I enjoyed no

rest. I revolved every circumstance of my conduct,

endeavouring to find out the cause of this fatal

change in S 's disposition ; and as I could re-

collect nothing which could justly give offence,

concluded that some malicious persons had abused

his ears with stories to my prejudice.

With this conjecture I got up, and sent my
lawyer to him with a letter, wherein I insisted upon

seeing him, that I might have an opportunity of

justifying myself in person ; a task which would

be easily performed, as I had never offended, but

in loving too well. I waited with the most anxious

impatience for the return of my messenger, who
brought me an answer couched in the coldest terms

of civility which indifference could dictate ; ac-

knowledging, however, that he had nothing to lay

to my charge, but that it was for the good of us

both we should part. He ought to have reflected

on that before, not after I had sacrificed my all for

his love ! I was well nigh distracted by this con-

firmation of his inconstancy ; and I wonder to this

day how I retained the use of my reason under

such circumstances of horror and despair! My
grief laid aside all decorum and restraint ; I told

my father, that S was dying, and that I would

visit him with all expedition.

Startled at the proposal, this careful parent

demonstrated the fatal consequence of such an

unguarded step, reminded me of the difficulty with

which he had prevailed upon my mother and uncle

to forgive my former imprudence, observed that

his intention was to carry me into the country next

day, in order to effect a perfect reconciliation ; but

now I was on the brink of forfeiting all pretensions

to their regard, by committing another fatal error,

which could not possibly be retrieved; and that,

for his part, whatever pangs it might cost him, he

was resolved to banish me from his sight for ever.

While he uttered this declaration, the tears

trickled down his cheeks, and he seemed over-

whelmed with the keenest sorrow and mortification

;

so it may be easily conceived what were the im-

pressions of my grief, reinforced with the affliction

of a father whom I dearly loved, and the conscious-

ness of being the cause of all his disquiet ! I was

struck dumb with remorse and woe ; and, when I

recovered the use of speech, I told him how sensible

I was of his great goodness and humanity, and

owned how little I deserved his favour and affec-

tion ; that the sense of my own unworthiness was

one cause of my present distraction ; for such was

the condition of my fate, that I must either see

S or die. I said, though I could not expect

his forgiveness, I was surely worthy of his com-

passion; that nothing but the most irresistible

passion could have misled me at first from my
duty, or tempted me to incur the least degree of

his displeasure ; that the same fatal influence still
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prevailed, and would, in all probability, continue to

the grave, which was the only abode in which I

hoped for peace.

While I expressed myself in this manner, my
dear good father wept with the most tender sym-
pathy, and, saying I might do as I pleased, for he
had done with me, quitted the room, leaving me to

the cruel sensations of my own heart, which almost

burst with anguish, upbraiding me with a fault

which I could not help committing.

I immediately hired a chariot and six, and would
have set out by myself, had not my father's affec-

tion, which all my errors could not efface, provided

an attendant. He saw me quite delirious and des-

perate ; and therefore engaged a relation of my
own to accompany and take care of me in this rash

expedition.

During this journey, which lasted two days, I

felt no remission of grief and anxiety, but under-
went the most intolerable sorrow and supense. At
last we arrived at a little house called the Hut, on
Salisbury-plain, where, in the most frantic agitation,

I wrote a letter to S , describing the miserable

condition to which I was reduced by his unkind-
ness, and desiring to see him, with the most earnest

solicitations.

This billet I committed to the care of my at-

tendant, and laid strong injunctions upon him to

tell Mr. S , my injuries were so great, and my
despair so violent, that, if he did not favour me
with a visit, I would go to him, though at his sister's

house, where he then was.

He received my message with great coldness,

and told my friend, that, if I would return to

London without insisting upon the interview I de-
manded, he would, in a little time, follow me to

town, and everything should be amicably adjusted;

but when the messenger assured him, that I was
too much transported with grief to hear of such a
proposal, he consented to meet me in the middle of
Salisbury-plain, that we might avoid all observation.

And though I was little able to walk, I set out on
foot for the place of assignation, my companion
following at a small distance.

When I saw him leading his horse down the hill,

I collected all my fortitude, and advanced to him
with all the speed I could exert ; but when I made
an effort to speak, my tongue denied its office ; and
so bvely was the expression of unutterable sorrow
in my countenance, that his heart, hard as it was,

melted at sight of my sufferings, which he well

knew proceeded from the sincerity of my love. At
length I recovered the use of speech enough to tell

him, that I was come to take my leave ;
and, when

I would have proceeded, my voice failed me again.

But, after a considerable pause, I found means,
with great difficulty, to let him know how sensible

I was of my own incapacity to retrieve his lost

affections ; but that I was willing, if possible, to

retain his esteem, of which could I be assured, I

would endeavour to compose myself; that I was
determined to leave the kingdom, because I could
not bear the sight of those places where we had
been so happy in our mutual love ; and that, till

my departure, I hoped he would visit me some-
times, that I might, by degrees, wean myself from
his company ; for I should not be able to survive

the shock of being deprived of him all at once.

This address may seem very humble to an un-
concerned observer ; but love will tame the proudest

disposition, as plainly appeared in my case ; for I

had naturally as much spirit or more, than the
generality of people have. Mr. S was so much
confounded at the manner of my behaviour, that

he scarce knew what answer to make ; for, as he
afterwards owned, he expected to hear himself

upbraided ; but he was not proof against my ten-

derness. After some hesitation, he said, he never
meant to forsake me entirel}', that his affection was
still unimpaired, and that he would follow me
directly to London. I imposed upon myself, and
believed what he said, because I could not bear to

think of parting with him for ever, and returned

to town in a more tranquil state of mind than that

in which I had left my father, though my heart

was far from being at ease ; my fears being inge-

nious enough to foresee, that I should never be
able to overcome his indifference.

I took lodgings in Mount-street, and my maid
having disposed of herself in marriage, hired

another, who supplied her place very much to my
satisfaction. She was a good girl, had a particular

attachment to me, and for many years, during
which she lived in my service, was indefatigably

assiduous in contributing to my ease, or rather in

alleviating my affliction. Eor, though S came
up to town according to promise, and renewed a
sort of correspondence with me for the space of

five months, his complaisance would extend no
farther ; and he gave me to understand, that he
had determined to go abroad with Mr. V ;

whom he accordingly accompanied in his embassy
to D—n.

I understood the real cause of this expedition,

which, notwithstanding his oaths and protestations

of unabated love and regard, I construed into a

palpable mark of dislike and disrespect ; nor could
the repeated assurances I received from him in

letters mitigate the anguish and mortification that

preyed upon my heart. I therefore gave up all

hopes of recovering the happiness I had lost. I

told him on the eve of his departure, that he might
exercise his gallantry a great while, before he would
meet with my fellow, in point of sincerity and love

;

for I would rather have been a servant in his house,

with the privilege of seeing him, than the Queen of
England debarred of that pleasure.

When he took his leave, and went down stairs, I

shrunk at every step he made, as if a new wound
had been inflicted upon me ; and when I heard the

door shut behind him, my heart died within me.
(I had the satisfaction to hear afterwards, he
lamented the loss of me prodigiously, and that he
had never been so happy since.) I sat down to

write a letter, in which 1 forgave his indifference,

because I knew the affections are altogether invo-
luntary, and wished him all the happiness he
deserved. I then walked up and down the room
in the most restless anxiety, was put to bed by my
maid, rose at six, mounted my horse, and rode
forty miles, in order to fatigue myself, that I might
next night enjoy some repose. This exercise I
daily underwent for months together ; and, when
it did not answer my purpose, I used to walk round
Hyde-park in the evening, when the place was
quite solitary and unvisited by any other human
creature.

In the course of this melancholy perambulation,
I was one day accosted by a very great man, who,
after the first salutation, asked whether or not my
intercourse with S was at an end? and if I had
any allowance from my husband ? To the first of

Y 2
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these questions I replied in the affirmative ; and to

the last answered, that my lord did not allow me a

great deal—indeed I might have truly said nothing

at all ; but I was too proud to own my indigence.

He then expressed his wonder, how one like me,

who had been used to splendour and affluence from

my cradle, could make shift to live in my present

narrow circumstances ; and, when I told him that

I could make a very good shift, so I had peace, he

seemed to lament my situation, and very kindly

invited me to sup with his wife at his house. I

accepted the invitation, without any apprehension

of the consequence ; and, when I went to the place,

was introduced into an apartment magnificently

lighted up (I suppose) for my reception.

After I had staid alone for some time in this

mysterious situation, without seeing a living soul,

my inviter appeared, and said, he hoped I would

not take it amiss that he and I were to sup by

ourselves, as he had something to say, which could

not be so properly communicated before company

or servants. I then, for the first time, perceived

his drift, to my no small surprise and indignation

;

and, with evident marks of displeasure, told him, I

was sure he had nothing to propose that would be

agreeable to my inclination, and that I would im-

mediately leave the house. Upon which he gave

me to understand, that I could not possibly retire,

because he had sent away my chair, and all his

servants were disposed to obey his orders.

Incensed at this declaration, which I considered

as an insult, I answered with an air of resolution

—

it was very well ; I despised his contrivance, and

was afraid of nothing. Seeing me thus alarmed,

he assured me I had no reason to be afraid j
that

he had loved me long, and could find no other

opportunity of declaring his passion. He said, the

q had told him that Lord had renewed

his addresses to me ; and as he understood, from

my own mouth, my correspondence with S
was absolutely broke off, he thought himself as well

entitled as another to my regard. In conclusion,

he told me, that I might command his purse, and

that he had power enough to bring me into the

world again with eclat. To these advances I

replied, that he was very much mistaken in his

opinion of my character, if he imagined I was to

be won by any temptations of fortune—and very

frankly declared, that I would rather give myself

to a footman, than sell myself to a prince.

Supper being served, we sat down together ; but

I would neither eat nor drink anything, except a

little bread and water ; for I was an odd whimsical

girl, and it came into my head, that he might

perhaps have mixed something in the victuals or

wine, which would alter my way of thinking. In

short, finding himself baffled in all his endeavours,

he permitted me about twelve o'clock to depart in

peace, and gave up his suit as a desperate cause.

This uncomfortable life did I lead for a whole

twelvemonth, without feeling the least abatement

of my melancholy. Finding myself worn to a

skeleton, I resumed my former resolution of trying

to profit by change of place, and actually went
abroad, with no other attendant than my woman,
and the utmost indifference for life. My intention

was to have gone to the south of France, where I

thought I could have subsisted on the little I had
left, which amounted to five hundred pounds, until

the issue of my law-suit, by which I hoped to

obtain some provision from my lord ; and, without

all doubt, my expectation would have been answered,

had I put this my plan in execution : but, being at

Paris, from whence I proposed to set forward in

a few days, I sent to M. K , who had been

formerly intimate with my father, and shown me
many civilities during my first residence in France.

This gentleman favoured me with a visit, and,

when I made him acquainted with my scheme,

dissuaded me from it, as an uncomfortable deter-

mination. He advised me to stay at Paris, where,

with good economy, I could live as cheap as in any

other place, and enjoy the conversation and coun-

tenance of my friends, among which number he

declared himself one of the most faithful. He
assured me, that I should be always welcome to

his table, and want for nothing. He promised to

recommend me as a lodger to a friend of his, with

whom I would live in a frugal and decent manner;

and observed, that, as the woman was well known
and esteemed by all the English company in Paris,

it would be the most reputable step I coidd take

(considering my youth and situation), to lodge with

a creditable person, who could answer for my con-

duct. Thus persuaded, I very simply followed his

advice—I say simply, because, notwithstanding his

representations, I soon found my money melt away,

without any prospect of a fresh supply. In lieu of

this, however, I passed my time very agreeably in

several English and some French families, where,

in a little time, I became quite intimate, saw a great

deal of company, and was treated with the utmost

politeness and regard ;
yet, in the midst of these

pleasures, many a melancholy sigh would rise at

the remembrance of my beloved S , whom, for

several years, I could not recollect without emotion

;

but time, company, amusements, and change of

place, in a great "measure dissipated these ideas,

and enabled me to bear my fate with patience and

resignation.

On my last arrival at Paris, I was surrounded

by a crowd of professed admirers, who sighed and

flattered in the usual forms ;
but, besides that my

heart was not in a condition to contract new engage-

ments, I was prepossessed against them all, by sup-

posing that they presumed upon the knowledge of

my indiscretion with S ; and therefore rejected

their addresses with detestation and disdain ;—for,

as I have already observed, I was not to be won
but by the appearance of esteem, and the most

respectful carriage ; and though, by a false step, I

had, in my own opinion, forfeited my title to the

one, I was resolved to discourage the advances of

any man who seemed deficient in the other.

In this manner my lovers were one by one

repulsed, almost as soon as they presented them-

selves, and I preserved the independence of my
heart, until I became acquainted with a certain

peer, whom I often saw at the house of Mrs. P ,

an English lady then resident at Paris. This young

nobleman professed himself deeply enamoured of

me, in a style so different from that of my other

admirers, that I heard his protestations without

disgust; and, though my inclinations were still free,

could not find in my heart to discountenance his

addresses, which were preferred with the most

engaging modesty, disinterestedness, and respect.

By these never-failing arts, he gradually con-

quered my indifference, and gained the preference

in my esteem from Lord C—y and the Prince of

C , who were at that time his rivals. But what

contributed more than any consideration to his
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success was his declaring openly, that he would

marry me without hesitation, as soon as I could

obtain a divorce from my present husband, which,

in all probability, might have been easily procured ;

for, before I left England, Lord had offered

me five thousand pounds if I woidd consent to such

a mutual release, that he might be at liberty to

espouse one Miss W , of Kent, to whom he

then made love upon honourable terms ; but I was
fool enough to refuse his proposal, by the advice of

S . And whether or not his lordship, finding

it impracticable to wed his new mistress, began to

make love upon another footing, I know not ; but,

certain it is, the mother forbade him the house, a

circumstance which he took so heinously ill, that

he appealed to the world in a public advertisement,

beginning with " Whereas, for some time, I have

passionately loved Miss W , and, upon my not

complying with the mother's proposals, they have
turned me out of doors—this is to justify," &c.

This declaration, signed with his name, was ac-

tually printed in a number of detached advertise-

ments, which he ordered to be distributed to the

public ; and afterwards, being convinced by some
of bis friends that he had done a very silly thing,

he re-called them at half a guinea a-piece. A copy
of one of them was sent to me at Paris, and I

believe my father has now one of the originals in

his possession. After this wise vindication of his

conduct, he made an attempt to carry off the lady

from church by force of arms ; but she was rescued

by the neighbours, headed by her brother, who,
being an attorney, had like to have made his lord-

ship smart severely for this exploit.

Meanwhile my new admirer had made some
progress in my heart ; and, my finances being ex-

hausted, I was reduced to the alternative of return-

ing to Lord again, or accepting Earl B 's

love. When my affairs were brought to an issue,

I made no hesitation in my choice, putting myself
under the protection of a man of honour whom I

esteemed, rather than suffer every sort of mortifi-

cation from a person who was the object of my ab-
horrence and contempt. From a mistaken pride,

I chose to live in Lord B 's house, rather than
be maintained at his expense in another place. We
spent several months agreeably in balls and other di-

versions, visited Lord B—k, who lived at the distance

of a few leagues from Paris, and staid some days at his

house, where the entertainment was, in all respects,

delightful, elegant, and refined. Their habitation

was the rendezvous of the best company in France

;

and Lady B—k maintained the same superiority

in her own sex, for which her lord is so justly dis-

tinguished among the men.
About Christmas we set out for England, accom-

panied by a little North Briton, who lived with
Lord B as his companion, and did not at all

approve of our correspondence ; whether out of
real friendship for his patron, or apprehension that

in time I might supersede his own influence with
my lord, I shall not pretend to determine. Be that

as it will, the frost was so severe, that we were de-
tained ten days at Calais before we could get out of
the harbour

;
and, during that time, I reflected

seriously on what my new lover proposed. As he
was very young, and unacquainted with the world,

I thought my story might have escaped him ; and
therefore determined to give him a faithful detail

of the whole, that he might not have anything to

reproach me with in the sequel : besides, I did not

think it honest to engage him to do more for me than

he might afterwards perhaps think I was worth. Ac-
cordingly, I communicated to him every particular

of my life ; and the narration, far from altering his

sentiments, rather confirmed his good opinion, by
exhibit ing an undoubted proof ofmy frankness and
sincerity. In short, he behaved with such gene-

rosity, as made an absolute conquest of my heart

But my love was of a different kind from that

which had formerly reigned within my breast, being

founded upon the warmest gratitude and esteem,

exclusive of any other consideration, though his per-

son was very agreeable, and his address engaging.

When we arrived in England, I went directly to

his country seat, about twelve miles from London,
where he soon joined me, and we lived some time

in perfect retirement, his relations being greatly

alarmed with the apprehension that Lord
would bring an action against him, though he him-

self desired nothing more, and lived so easy under
that expectation, that they soon laid aside their

fears on his account.

We were visited by Mr. H B , a relation

of my lord, and one Mr.R , of the guards, who,
with the little Scotchman and my lover, made an
agueeable set, among whom I enjoyed hunting,

and all manner of country diversions. As to Mr.
H B , if ever there was perfection in one
man, it centered in him ; or, at least, he, of all the

men I ever knew, approached the nearest to that

idea which I had conceived of a perfect character.

He was both good and great, possessed an uncom-
mon genius, and the best of hearts. Mr. R was a
very sociable man, had a good person, and culti-

vated understanding ; and my lord was excessively

good humoured :—so that, with such companions,
no place coidd be dull or insipid. For my own
part, I conducted the family ; and, as I endeavoured
to please and make every body happy, I had the

good fortune to succeed. Mr. B told me, that

before he saw me, he heard I was a fool : but find-

ing, as he was pleased to say, that I had been egre-

giously misrepresented, he courted my friendship,

and a correspondence commenced between us.

Indeed, it was impossible for any person to know
him, without entertaining the utmost esteem and
veneration for his virtue.

After I had lived some time in this agreeable

retreat, my husband began to make a bustle. He
sent a message, demanding me from Lord B ;

then came in person, with, his nightcap in his

pocket, intending to have staid all night, had he
been asked, and attended by a relation, whom he
assured that I was very fond of him, and detained
by force from his arms.

Finding himself disappointed in his expectations,

he commenced a law-suit against Lord B
,

though not for a divorce, as we desired, but with a
view to reclaim me as his lawful wife. His lawyers,
however, attempted to prove criminal conversation,
in hopes of extorting money from my lover. But
their endeavours were altogether fruitless ; for no
servant of Lord B 's or mine could with jus-

tice say we were ever seen to trespass against
modesty and decorum ; so that the plaintiff was
nonsuited.

While this cause was depending, all my lover's
friends expressed fear and concern for the issue,
while he himself behaved with the utmost resolu-
tion, and gave me such convincing proofs of a
strong and steady affection, as augmented my
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gratitude, and rivetted the ties of my love, -which

was unblemished, faithful, and sincere.

Soon after this event, I was seized with a violent

fit of illness, in which I was visited bv my father,

and attended by two physicians, one of whom de-
spaired of my life, and took his leave accordingly

;

but Dr. S , who was the other, persisted in his

attendance, and, in all human appearance, saved
my life ; a circumstance by which he acquired a
great share of reputation. Yet, notwithstanding
all his assistance, I was confined to my bed for ten

weeks
; during which Lord B 's grief was im-

moderate, his care and generosity unlimited. While
I lay in this extremity, Mr. S- , penetrated by
my melancholy condition, which revived his ten-

derness, begged leave to be admitted to my presence

;

and Lord B would have complied with his re-

quest, had I not been judged too weak to bear the
shock of such an interview. My constitution, how-
ever, agreeably disappointed my fears ; and the
fever had no sooner left me, than I was removed to

a bunting seat belonging to my lover, from whence,
after I had recovered my strength, we went to

B castle, where we kept open house. And,
while we remained at this place, Lord B re-

ceived a letter from Lord , dated in November,
challenging him to single combat in May, upon the
frontiers of France and Flanders. This defiance
was sent in consequence of what had passed between
them long before my indisposition, at a meeting in

a certain tavern, where they quarrelled, and in the
fray, my lover threw his antagonist under the
table. I counselled him to take no notice of
this rhodomontade, which I knew was void of
all intention of performance ; and he was wise
enough to follow my advice, resolved, however,
should the message be repeated, to take the chal-

lenger at his word.
Having resided some time at this place, we re-

turned to the other country house which he had
left, where Lord B addicted himself so much
to hunting, and other male diversions, that I began
to think he neglected me, and apprised him of my
suspicion, assuring him, at the same time, ttat I

would leave him as soon as my opinion should be
confirmed.

This declaration had no effect upon his behaviour,
which became so remarkably cold, that even Mr.
R , who lived with us, imagined that his

affection was palpably diminished. When I went
to town, I was usually attended by his cousin, or
this gentleman, or both, but seldom favoured with
his company

;
nay, when I repaired to Bath, for the

re-establishment ofmy health, he permitted me to go
alone— so that I was quite persuaded of his indif-

ference ; and yet I was mistaken in my opinion.

But I had been spoiled by the behaviour of my first

husband, and Mr. S , who never quitted me for

the sake of any amusement, and often resisted the
calls of the most urgent business, rather than part
from me, though but for a few hours. I thought
every man who loved me truly would act in the
same manner

; and, whether I am right or wrong
in my conjectures, I leave wiser casuists to judge.
Certain it is, such sacrifice and devotion is the
most pleasing proof of an admirer's passion ; and,
Voyez moi plus souvent, et ne me donnez Tien, is one
of my favourite maxims. A man may give money,
because he is profuse ; he may be violently fond,
because he is of a sanguine constitution. But, if

he gives me his time, he gives me an unquestion-

able proof of my being in full possession of his

heart.

My appearance at Bath, without the company of
Lord B—-—, occasioned a general surprise, and en-
couraged the men to pester me with addresses,
every new admirer endeavouring to advance his

suit by demonstrating the unkind and disrespectful

behaviour of his lordship. Indeed, this was the most
effectual string they could touch. My pride and
resentment were alarmed, I was weak enough to

listen to one man, who had like to have insinuated
himself into my inclinations. He was tall and
large boned, with white hair, inclining to what is

called sandy, and had the reputation of being hand-
some, though I think he scarce deserved that epithet.

He possessed a large fortune, loved mischief, and
stuck at nothing for the accomplishment of his de-
signs, one of his chief pleasures being that of
setting any two lovers at variance. He employed
his address upon me with great assiduity, and knew
so well how to manage my resentment, that I was
pleased with his manner, heard his vows without
disgust, and, in a word, promised to deliberate with
myself upon his proposals, and give him an account
of my determination in writing.

Thus resolved, I went to Lord B , in Wilt-
shire, whither I was followed by this pretender to

my heart, who visited us on the footing of an ac-

quaintance ; but when I reflected on what I had
done, I condemned my own conduct as indiscreet,

though nothing decisive had passed between us,

and began to hate him in proportion to the self-con-

viction I felt, perceiving that I had involved myself
in a difficulty from which I should not be easily

disengaged. For the present, however, I found
means to postpone my declaration. He admitted
my excuse, and I returned to London with Lord
B- , who was again summoned to the field by his

former challenger.

H—d—n, governor, counsellor, and steward to

this little hero, came to Lord B—— with a verbal

message, importing that his lordship had changed
his mind about going to Flanders, but expected to

meet him, on such a day and hour, in the burying
ground near Red Lion Square. Lord B ac-

cepted the challenge, and gave me an account of
what had passed ; but he had been anticipated by
the messenger, who had already tried to alarm my
fears from the consideration of the consequence,
that I might take some measures to prevent their

meeting. I perceived his drift, and told him plainly,

that Lord had no intention to risk his person,

though he endeavoured with all his might to per-

suade me, that his principal was desperate and
determined. I knew my little husband too well to

think he would bring matters to any dangerous
issue, and was apprehensive of nothing but foul

play, from the villany of H—n, with which I was
equally well acquainted. Indeed, I signified my
doubts on that score to Mr. B , who would have
attended his kinsman to the field, had he not thought
he might be liable to censure, if any thing should
happen to Lord B , because he himself was
heir at law. For that reason he judiciously de-
clined being personally concerned ; and we pitched
upon the Earl of A , his lordship's uncle, who
willingly undertook the office.

At the appointed time they went to the house of
rendezvous, where they had not waited long when
the challenger appeared, in a new pink satin waist-

coat, which he had put on for the occasion, with
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his sword under his arm, and his steward by him,

leaving, in a hackney coach at some distance, a

surgeon whom he had provided for the care of his

person. Thus equipped he advanced to his an-

tagonist, and desired him to choose his ground ;

upon which Lord B told him, that if ne must
fall, it was not material which grave he should

tumble over.

Our little hero, finding him so jocose and deter-

mined, turned to Lord A , and desired to speak

with him, that he might disburden his conscience

before they should begin the work of death. They
accordingly went aside ; and he gave him to under-

stand, that his motive for fighting, was Lord B 's

detaining his wife from him by compulsion. The
Earl of A assured him, he was egregiously

mistaken in his conjecture ; that his nephew used

no force or undue influence to keep me in his

house ; but it could not be expected that he would
turn me out of doors.

This explanation was altogether satisfactory to

Lord , who said he was far from being so un-
reasonable, as to expect Lord B would commit
such a breach of hospitality ; and all he desired

was, that his wife should be left to her own incli-

nations. Upon these articles, peace was concluded,

and they parted without bloodshed. At least these

are the particulars of the story, as they were re-

lated by Lord A , with whom I laughed heartily

at the adventure, for I never doubted that the chal-

lenger would find some expedient to prevent the

duel, though I wondered how he mustered up re-

solution enough to carry it so far.

That he might not, however, give us any more
trouble, we resolved to go and enjoy ourselves in

France, whither I went by myself, in hopes of being

soon joined by my lover, who was obliged to stay

some time longer in England, to settle his affairs.

He was so much affected at our parting, though
but for a few weeks, that he was almost distracted.

And this affliction renewed my tenderness for him,

because it was an undoubted proof of his love. I
wrote to him every post from Prance

;
and, as I

had no secrets, desired him to take care of all the

letters that should come to his house, directed to

me, after my departure from England.

This was an unfortunate office for him, in the exe-

cution of which he chanced to open a letter from

Sir T A , with whom, as I have already

observed, I had some correspondence at Bath. I

had, according to my promise, given this gentleman

a decisive answer, importing that I was determined

to remain in my present situation ; but as Lord
B was ignorant of my sentiments in that par-

ticular, and perceived from the letter that something

extraordinary had passed between us, and that I

was earnestly solicited to leave him, he was seized

with the utmost consternation and concern ; and
having previously obtained the king's leave to go
abroad, set out that very night for Prance, leaving

his affairs in the greatest confusion.

Sir T A hearing I was gone, without

understanding the cause of my departure, took the

same route, and both arrived at Dover next day.

They heard of each other's motions. Each bribed

the master of a packet-boat to transport him with

expedition ; but that depending upon the wind,

both reached Calais at the same time, though in

different vessels. Sir T sent his valet-de-

chambre post, with a letter, entreating me to ac-

company him into Italy, where he would make me

mistress of his whole fortune, and to set out directly

for that country, that he might not lose me by the

arrival of Lord B , promising to join me on the

road, if I would consent to make him happy. I

sent his messenger back with an answer, wherein I

expressed surprise at his proposals, after having

signified my resolution to him before I left England.

He was scarce dismissed, when I received another

letter from Lord B ,
beseeching me to meet him

at Clermont, upon the road from Calais ; and con-

juring me to avoid the sight of his rival, should he

get the start of him in travelling. This, however,

was not likely to be the case, as Lord B rode

post, and the other was, by his corpulence, obliged

to travel in a chaise
; yet, that I might not increase

his anxiety, I left Paris, immediately on the receipt

of his message, and met him at the appointed place,

where he received me with all the agitation ofjoy and
fear, and asked if I had ever encouraged Sir T
A in his addresses ? I very candidly told him
the whole transaction, at which he was incensed

;

but his indignation was soon appeased, when I pro-

fessed my penitence, and assured him that I had
totally rejected his rival. Not that I approve of

my behaviour to Sir T , who, I own, was ill

used in this affair ; but surely it was more ex-

cusable to halt here, than proceed farther in my
indiscretion.

My lover being satisfied with my declaration, we
went together to Paris, being attended by the

Scotchman, whom I have already mentioned,*hough

I believe he was not over and above well pleased

to see matters thus amicably compromised. The
furious knight followed us to the capital ; insisted

on seeing me in person ; told this North Briton,

that I was actually engaged to him ; wrote every

hour, and railed at my perfidious conduct. I took

no notice of these delirious transports, which were
also disregarded by Lord B ,

till, one night, he

was exasperated by the insinuations of Mr. C ,

who, I believe, inflamed his jealousy, by hinting a

suspicion that I was really in love with his rival.

What passed betwixt them I know not, but he sent

for me from the opera, by a physician of Paris, who
was a sort of go-between among us all, and who
told me, that, if I did not come home in the instant,

a duel would be fought on my account.

I was very much shocked at this information ;

but, by being used to alarms from the behaviour of

Lord , I had acquired a pretty good share of

resolution, and with great composure entered the

room where Lord B was, with his companion,

whom I immediately ordered to withdraw. I then

gave his lordship to understand, that I was in-

formed of what had passed, and thought myself so

much injured by the person who had just quitted

the apartment, that I would no longer live under
the same roof with him.
Lord B raved like a bedlamite, taxing me

with want of candour and affection : but I easily

justified my own integrity, and gave him such
assurances of my love, that his jealousy subsided,

and his spirits were recomposed. Nevertheless, I

insisted upon his dismissing Mr. C , on pain of

my leaving the house, as I could not help thinking

he had used his endeavours to prejudice me in the

opinion of my lord. If his conduct was the result

of friendship for his patron, he certainly acted the

part of an honest and trusty adherent. But I could

not easily forgive him, because, a few weeks before,

he had, by my interest, obiained a considerable
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addition to his allowance ; and even after the steps
he had taken to disoblige me, I was not so much
his enemy but that I prevailed upon Lord B—— to
double his salary, that his leaving the family might
be no detriment to his fortune.

His lordship having complied with my demand,
this gentleman, after having stayed three days in
the house, to prepare for his departure, during
which I would not suffer him to be admitted into
my presence, made his retreat with a fine young
girl, who was my companion ; and I have never
seen him since that time.

Sir T still continued furious, and would not
take a denial, except from my own mouth

; upon
which, with the approbation of Lord B , I in-
dulged him with an interview. He entered the
apartment with a stern countenance, and told me I
had used him ill. I pleaded guilty to the charge,
and begged his pardon accordingly. I attempted
to reason the case with him, but he would hear no
arguments except his own, and even tried to inti-

midate me with threats ; which provoked me to
such a degree, that I defied his vengeance. I told
him, that I feared nothing but the report of my
own conscience ; that though I had acted a simple
part, he durst not say there was any thing criminal in
my conduct ; and that, from his present frantic and
unjust behaviour, I thought myself happy in having
escaped him. He swore I was the most inflexible
of all creatures, asked if nothing would move me ?

and when I answered, " Nothing," took his leave,
and never after persecuted me with his addresses

;

though I have heard he was vain and false enough
to boast of favours, which, upon my honour, he
never received, as he himself, at one time, owned to
Dr. Cantwell, at Paris.

_
While he underwent all this frenzy and distrac-

tion upon my account, he was loved with the same
violence of passion by a certain Scotch lady of
quality, who, when he followed me to Prance, pur-
sued him thither with the same eagerness and expe-
dition. Far from being jealous of me as a rival,
she used to come to my house, implore my good
offices with the object of her love, and, laying her-
self on the floor at full length before the fire, weep
and cry like a person bereft of her senses. She
bitterly complained that he had never obliged her
but once ; and begged, with the most earnest sup-
plications, that I would give her an opportunity of
seeing him at my house. But I thought proper to
avoid her company, as soon as I perceived her
intention.

We continued at Paris for some time, during
which I contracted an acquaintance with the sister
of Madam la T . She was the supposed mis-
tress of the Prince of C , endowed with a great
share of understanding, and loved pleasure to ex-
cess, though she maintained her reputation on a
respectable footing, by living with her husband and
mother. This lady, perceiving that I had inspired
her lover with a passion, which gave me uneasiness
on her account, actually practised all her eloquence
and art in persuading me to listen to his love

;

for it was a maxim with her to please him at any
rate. I was shocked at her indelicate complaisance,
and rejected the proposal as repugnant to my pre-
sent engagement, which I held as sacred as any
nuptial tie, and much more binding than a forced
or unnatural marriage.
Upon our return to England, we lived in great

harmony and peace ; and nothing was wanting to

my happiness, but the one thing to me the most
needful—I mean the enchanting tenderness and
delightful enthusiasm of love. Lord B—'s heart,
I believe, felt the soft impressions

; and, for my
own part, I loved him with the most faithful affec-
tion. It is not enough to say I wished him well

;

I had the most delicate, the most genuine esteem
for his virtue ; I had an intimate regard and anxiety
for his interest ; and felt for him as if he had been
my own son. But still there was a vacancy in my
heart ; there was not that fervour, that transport,
that ecstasy of passion which I had formerly known

;

my bosom was not filled with the little deity ; I
could not help recalling to my remembrance the
fond—the ravishing moments I had passed with
S . Had I understood the conditions of life,

those pleasures were happily exchanged for my
present situation, because, if I was now deprived of
those rapturous enjoyments, I was also exempted
from the cares and anxiety that attended them ;

but I was generally extravagant in my notions of
happiness, and therefore construed my present
tranquillity into an insipid languor and stagnation
of life.

While I remained in this inactivity of sentiment,
Lord , having received a very considerable
addition to his fortune, sent a message to me, pro-
mising, that if I would leave Lord B , he would
make me a present of a house and furniture, where
I should live at my ease, without being exposed to
his visits, except when I should be disposed to
receive them. This proposal he made in conse-
quence of what I had always declared, namely, that
if he had not reduced me to the necessity of putting
myself under the protection of some person or
other, by depriving me of any other means of sub-
sistence, I should never have given the world the
least cause to scandalize my reputation ; and that I
would withdraw myself from my present depen-
dence, as soon as he should enable me to live by
myself. I was therefore resolved to be as good as
my word, and accepted his offer, on condition that
I should be wholly at my own disposal, and that he
should never enter my door but as a visitant or
common friend.

These articles being ratified by his word and
honour, the value of which I did not then know,
a house was furnished according to my directions

;

and I signified my intention to Lord B , who
consented to my removal, with this proviso, that I
should continue to see him. I wrote also to his
relation, Mr. B

, who, in his answer, observed,
that it was too late to advise, when I was actually
determined. All my friends and acquaintance ap-
proved of the scheme, though it was one of the
most unjustifiable steps I had ever taken, being a
real act of ingratitude to my benefactor ; which I
soon did, and always shall regret and condemn.
So little is the world qualified to judge of private
affairs

!

When the time of our parting drew near, Lord
B became gloomy and discontented, and even
entreated me to postpone my resolution ; but I told
him, that now every thing was prepared for my
reception, I could not retract without incurring the
imputation of folly and extravagance. On the very
day of my departure, Mr. B endeavoured, with
all the arguments he could suggest, to dissuade me
from my purpose ; and I made use of the same an-
swer which had satisfied his friend. Finding me
determined on removing, he burst out into a flood
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of tears, exclaiming', " By G—d, if Lord B
can bear it, I can't." I was thunderstruck at this

expression ; for though I had been told that Mr.

B was in love with me, I gave no credit to the

report, because he had never declared his passion,

and this was the first hint of it that ever escaped

him in my hearing. I was therefore so much
amazed at the circumstance of this abrupt expla-

nation, that I could make no answer ; but having

taken my leave, went away, ruminating on the

unexpected declaration.

Lord B , as I was informed, spoke not a

word that whole night, and took my leaving him
so much to heart, that two years elapsed before he

got the better of his grief. This intelligence I

afterwards received from his own mouth, and
asked his forgiveness for my unkind retreat,

though I shall never be able to obtain my own.

As for Mr. B , he was overwhelmed with sor-

row, and made such efforts to suppress his concern,

as had well nigh cost him his life. Dr. S was
called to him in the middle of the night, and found

him almost suffocated. He soon guessed the cause,

when he understood that I had left the house. So
that I myself was the only person concerned, who
was utterly ignorant of his affection ; for I solemnly

declare he never gave me the least reason to sus-

pect it while I lived with his relation, because he

had too much honour to entertain a thought of

supplanting his friend, and too good an opinion of

me to believe he should have succeeded in the

attempt. Though my love for Lord B was
not so tender and interesting as the passion I had
felt for 8

, my fidelity was inviolable, and I

never harboured the most distant thought of any
other person, till after I had resolved to leave him,

when, I own, I afforded some small encouragement
to the addresses of a new admirer, by telling him,

that I should, in a little time, be my own mistress,

though I was not now at my own disposal.

I enjoyed my new house as a little paradise. It

was accommodated with all sorts of conveniences

;

every thing was new, and therefore pleasing, and
the whole absolutely at my command. I had the

company of a relation, a very good woman, with

whom I lived in the most amicable manner ; was
visited by the best people in town (I mean those of

the male sex, the ladies having long ago forsaken

me) ; I frequented all reputable places of public

entertainment, and had a concert at home once a

week ; so that my days rolled on in happiness and
quiet, till all my sweets were embittered by the

vexatious behaviour of my husband, who began to

importune me again to live with him ; and by the

increasing anxiety of Lord B , who, though I

still admitted his visits, plainly perceived that I

wanted to relinquish his correspondence. This

discovery raised such tempests of jealousy and
despair within his breast, that he kept me in con-

tinual alarm. He sent messages to me every hour,

signed his letters with his own blood, raved like a

man in ecstacy of madness, railed at my ingrati-

tude, and praised my conduct by turns. He offered

to sacrifice every thing for my love, to leave the

kingdom forthwith, and live with me for ever in

any part of the world where I should choose to

reside.

These were generous and tempting proposals

;

but I was beset with counsellors who were not

totally disinterested, and who dissuaded me from
embracing the proffers of my lover, on pretence

that Lord would be highly injured by my
compliance. I listened to their advice, and har-

dened my heart against Lord B— 's sorrow and

solicitations. My behaviour on this occasion is

altogether unaccountable ; this was the only time

that ever I was a slave to admonition. The con-

dition of Lord B would have melted any heart

but mine, and yet mine was one of the most sen-

sible. He employed his cousin as an advocate with

me, till that gentleman actually refused the office,

telling him candidly, that his own inclinations were

too much engaged to permit him to perform the

task with fidelity and truth. He accordingly re-

solved to avoid my presence, until my lord and I

should come to some final determination, which

was greatly retarded by the perseverance of his

lordship, who would not resign his hopes, even

when I pretended that another man had engaged

my heart, but said, that in time my affection might

return.

Our correspondence, however, gradually wore

off; upon which Mr. B renewed his visits,

and many agreeable and happy hours we passed

together. Not that he, or any other person whom
I now saw, succeeded to the privilege of a for-

tunate lover ; I knew he loved me to madness ; but

I would not gratify his passion any other way than

by the most profound esteem and veneration for

his virtues, which were altogether amiable and
sublime ; and I would here draw his character mi-

nutely, but it would take up too much time to set

forth his merit ; the only man living of my
acquaintance who resembles him, is Lord F , of

whom I shall speak in the sequel.

About this time I underwent a very interesting

change in the situation of my heart. I had sent a

message to my old lover S ,
desiring he would

allow my picture, which was in his possession, to

be copied ; and he now transmitted it to me by my
lawyer, whom he directed to ask, if I intended to

be at the next masquerade ? This curiosity had a

strange effect upon my spirits ; my heart fluttered

at the question, and my imagination glowed with

a thousand fond presages. I answered in the

affirmative ; and we met by accident at the ball. I

could not behold him without emotion ; when he

accosted me, his well known voice made my heart

vibrate, like a musical chord, when its unison is

struck. All the ideas of our past love, which the

lapse of time and absence had enfeebled, and lulled

to sleep, now awoke, and were reinspired by his

appearance ; so that his artful excuses were easily

admitted. I forgave him all that I had suffered

on his account, because he was the natural lord of

my affection ; and our former correspondence was
renewed.

I thought myself in a new world of bliss in con-
sequence of this reconciliation, the rapture of which
continued unimpaired for the space of four months,
during which time he was fonder of me, if possible,

than before, repeated his promise of marriage, if

we should ever have it in our power ; assured me
he had never been happy since he left me ; that he
believed no woman had ever loved tike me. And
indeed, to have a notion of my passion for that

man, you must first have loved as I did. But,
through a strange caprice, I broke off the corre-

spondence, out of apprehension that he would
forsake me again. From his past conduct I dreaded
what might happen ; and the remembrance of what
I had undergone by his inconstancy, filled my
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imagination with such horror, that I could not

endure the shocking prospect, and prematurely
plunged myself into the danger, rather than endure
the terrors of expectation. I remembered that his

former attachment began in the season of my
prosperity, when my fortune was in the zenith,

and my youth in its prime ; and that he had for-

saken me in the day of trouble when my life be-

came embarrassed, and my circumstances were on
the decline. I foresaw nothing but continual per-

secution from my husband, and feared, that, once
the keener transports of our reconciliation should
be over, his affection would sink under the severity

of its trial. In consequence of this desertion, I re-

ceived a letter from him, acknowledging that he
was rightly served, but that my retreat gave him
inexpressible concern.

Meanwhile Lord continued to act in the

character of a fiend, tormenting me with his

nauseous importunities. He prevailed upon the

Duke of L to employ his influence in per-

suading me to live with him ; assuring his grace,

that I had actually promised to give him that proof
of my obedience, and that I would come home the

sooner for being pressed to compliance by a person
of his rank and character. Induced by these re-

presentations, the duke honoured me with a visit

;

and, in the course of his exhortations, I understood
how he had been thus misinformed. Upon which
I sent for Lord , and, in his presence, con-

victed him of the falsehood, by communicating to

his grace the articles of our last agreement, which
he did not think proper to deny ; and the duke
being undeceived, declared, that he would not have
given me the trouble of vindicating myself, had he
not been misled by the insincerity of my lord.

Baffled in this attempt, he engaged Mr. H
V , and afterwards my own father, in the same
task ; and though I still adhered to my first reso-

lution, persisted with such obstinacy in his endea-

vours to make me unhappy, that I determined to

leave the kingdom. Accordingly, after I had
spent the evening with him at Kanelagh, I went
away about two o'clock in the morning, leaving

my companion, with directions to restore to my
lord his house, furniture, plate, and every thing he
had given me since our last accommodation ; so far

was I, upon this occasion, or at any other time of
my life, from embezzling any part of his fortune.

My friend followed my instructions most punc-
tually ; and his lordship knows and will acknow-
ledge the truth of this assertion.

Thus have I explained the true cause of my first

expedition to Flanders, whither the world was
good-natured enough to say, I followed Mr. B
and the whole army, which happened to be sent

abroad that summer. Before my departure, I like-

wise transmitted to Lord B the dressing plate,

china, and a very considerable settlement, of which
he had been generous enough to make me a present.

This was an instance ofmy integrity, which I thought
due to a man who had laid me under great obliga-

tions ; and though I lived to be refused a small
sum, both by him and S , I do not repent ofmy
disinterested behaviour ; all the revenge I harbour
against the last of these lovers, is the desire of
having it in my power to do him good.

I now found myself adrift in the world again,
and very richly deserved the hardships of my con-
dition, for my indiscretion in leaving Lord B ,

and in trusting to the word of Lord , without

some further security ; but I have dearly paid for

my imprudence. The more I saw into the cha-
racter of this man, whom destiny hath appointed
my scourge, the more was I determined to avoid
his fellowship and communication ; for he and I

are, in point of disposition, as opposite as any two
principles in nature. In the first place, he is one
of the most unsocial beings that ever existed ; when
I was pleased and happy, he was always out of
temper ; but if he could find means to overcast and
cloud my mirth, though never so innocent, he then
discovered signs of uncommon satisfaction and con-
tent, because, by this disagreeable temper, he
banished all company from his house. He is ex-
tremely weak of understanding, though he pos-
sesses a good share of low cunning, which has so
egregiously imposed upon some people, that they
have actually believed him a good natured easy
creature, and blamed me because I did not manage
him to better purpose

; but, upon further acquaint-
ance, they have always found him obstinate as a
mule, and capricious as a monkey. Not that he is

utterly void of all commendable qualities. He is

punctual in paying his debts, liberal when in good
humour, and would be well-bred, were he not sub-
ject to fits of absence, during which he is altogether

unconversable ; but he is proud, naturally sus-

picious, jealous, equally with and without cause,

never made a friend, and is an utter stranger to

the joys of intimacy ; in short, he hangs like a
damp upon society, and may be properly called

Kill-joy, an epithet which he has justly acquired.
He honours me with constant professions of love

;

but his conduct is so opposite to my sentiments of
that passion, as to have been the prime source of
all my misfortunes and affliction ; and I have often

wished myself the object of his hate, in hopes of
profiting by a change in his behaviour.

Indeed, he has not been able to make me more
unhappy than I believe he is in his own mind ; for

he is literally a self-tormentor, who never enjoyed
one gleam of satisfaction, except at the expense of
another's quiet ; and yet with this (I had almost
called it diabolical) quality, he expects that I should
cherish him with all the tenderness of affection.

After he has been at pains to incur my aversion,

he punishes my disgust, by contriving schemes to

mortify and perplex me, which have often suc-
ceeded so effectually, as to endanger my life and
constitution ; for I have been fretted and frighted

into sundry fits of illness, and then I own I have
experienced his care and concern.

Over and above the oddities I have mentioned,
he is so unsteady in his economy, that he is always
new modelling his affairs, and exhausting his for-

tune, by laying out ten pounds, in order to save
a shilling. He inquires into the character of a
servant, after he has lived two years in his family,

and is so ridiculously stocked with vanity and self-

conceit, that, notwithstanding my assurance before,

and the whole series of my conduct since our mar-
riage, which ought to have convinced him of my
dishke, he is still persuaded, that, at bottom, I must
admire and be enamoured of his agreeable person
and accomplishments, and that I would not fail tc

manifest my love, were I not spirited up against

him by his own relations. Perhaps it might be
their interest to foment the misunderstanding be-
twixt us ; but really they give themselves nc
trouble about our affairs ; and, so far as I know
them, are a very good sort of people. On the
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whole, I think I may with justice pronounce my
precious yokefellow a trifling, teasing, insufferable,

inconsistent creature.

With the little money which, remained of what I

had received from his lordship for housekeeping, I

transported myself to Flanders, and arrived in

Ghent a few days after our troops were quartered

in that city, which was so much crowded with these

new visitants, that I should have found it imprac-

ticable to procure a lodging, had I not been accom-

modated by Lord R B , the duke ofA—'s

youngest brother, who very politely gave me up

his own. Here I saw my friend Mr. B , who
was overjoyed at my arrival, though jealous of every

man of his acquaintance ; for he loved me with all

the ardour of passion, and I regarded him with all

the perfection of friendship, which, had he lived,

in time might have produced love ;
though that was

a fruit which it never brought forth. Notwith-

standing his earnest solicitations to the contrary, I

staid but a week in Ghent, from whence I pro-

ceeded to Brussels, and fixed my abode in the Hotel

de Flandre, among an agreeable set of gentlemen

and ladies, with whom I spent my time very cheer-

fully. There was a sort of court in this city,

frequented by all the officers who could obtain per-

mission to go thither ; and the place in general was

gay and agreeable. I was introduced to the best

families, and very happy in my acquaintance ; for

the ladies were polite, good tempered, and obliging,

and treated me with the utmost hospitality and re-

spect. Among others, I contracted a friendship

with Madam la Comptesse de C and her two

daughters, who were very amiable young ladies

;

and became intimate with the Princess C— and

Countess W
,
lady of the bedchamber to the

queen of Hungary, and a great favourite of the

governor Monsieur d'H , in whose house she

lived with his wife, who was also a lady of a very

engaging disposition.

Soon after 1 had fixed my habitation in Brussels,

the company at our hotel was increased by three

officers, who professed themselves my admirers,

and came from Ghent, with a view of soliciting my
love. This triumvirate consisted of the Scotch

earl of , Lord R M , and another young

officer. The first was a man of a very genteel figure

and amorous complexion, danced well, and had a

great deal of good humour, with a mixture of vanity

and self-conceit. The second had a good face,

though a clumsy person, and a very sweet dispo-

sition, very much adapted for the sentimental pas-

sion of love. And the third, Mr. W by name,

was tall, thin, and well-bred, with a great stock of

good nature and vivacity. These adventurers

began their addresses in general acts of gallantry,

that comprehended several of my female friends,

with whom we used to engage in parties of plea-

sure, both in the city and the environs, which are

extremely agreeable. When they thought they

had taken the preliminary steps of securing them-

selves in my good opinion and esteem, they agreed

to go on without further delay, and that Lord

should make the first attack upon my heart.

He accordingly laid siege to me, with such

warmth and assiduity, that I believe he deceived

himself, and began to think he was actually in love

;

though, at bottom, he felt no impulse that deserved

the sacred name. Though I discouraged him in

the beginning, he persecuted me with his addresses;

he always sat by me at dinner, and imparted a

thousand trifles in continual whispers, which at-

tracted the notice of the company so much, that I

began to fear his behaviour would give rise to some
report to my prejudice, and therefore avoided him
with the utmost caution. Notwithstanding all my
care, however, he found means one night, while my
maid, who lay in my room, went down stairs, to

get into my chamber after I was a-bed. Upon
which, I started up, and told him, that, if he should

approach me, I would alarm the house ; for I never

wanted courage and resolution. Perceiving my
displeasure, he kneeled by the bedside, begged I

would have pity on his sufferings, and swore I

should have carte blanche to the utmost extent of

his fortune. To these proposals I made no other

reply, but that of protesting I would never speak

to him again, if he did not quit my apartment that

moment ;
upon which he thought proper to with-

draw ; and I never afterwards gave him an oppor-

tunity of speaking to me on the same subject. So
that, in a few weeks, he separated himself from our

society
;
though the ladies of Brussels considered

him as my lover, because, of all the other officers,

he was their greatest favourite.

His lordship being thus repulsed, Mr. W
took the field, and assailed my heart in a very dif-

ferent manner. He said he knew not how to make
love, but was a man of honour, and would keep the

secret, and so forth. To this cavalier address I

answered, that I was not angry as I otherwise

should have been, at his blunt declaration, because

I found by his own confession, he did not know
what was due to the sex ; and my unhappy situation

in some shape excused him for a liberty which he

would not have dreamed of taking, had not my
misfortunes encouraged his presumption. But I

would deal with him in his own way; and, far

from assuming the prude, frankly assured him, that

he was not at all to my taste, hoping he would con-

sider my dislike as a sufficient reason to reject his

love.

Lord R began to feel the symptoms of a

genuine passion, which he carefully cherished in

silence, being naturally diffident and bashful ; but,

by the very means he used to conceal it from my
observation, I plainly discerned the situation of his

heart, and was not at all displeased at the progress

I had made in his inclinations. Meanwhile he

cultivated my acquaintance with great assiduity

and respect, attended me in all my excursions, and
particularly in an expedition to Antwerp, with two

other gentlemen, where, in downright gaite de ceeur,

we sat for our pictures, which were drawn in one

piece, one of the party being represented in the

dress of an hussar, and another in that of a running

footman. This incident I mention, because the

performance, which is now in my possession, gave

birth to a thousand groundless reports circulated in

England at our expense.

It was immediately after this jaunt that Lord
R began to disclose his passion

;
though he at

the same time started such objections as seemed
well nigh to extinguish his hopes, lamenting, that,

even if he should have the happiness to engage my
affections, his fortune was too inconsiderable to

support us against the efforts of Lord , should

he attempt to interrupt our felicity : and tb lie

himself was obliged to follow the motions of the

army. In short, he seemed to consider my felicity

more than his own, and behaved with such delicacy,

as gradually made an impression on my heart ; so
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that, when we parted, we agreed to renew our

correspondence in England.

In the midst of these agreeable amusements,

which I enjoyed in almost all the different towns

of Flanders, I happened to be at Ghent one day,

sitting among a good deal of company, in one of

their hotels, when a post-chaise stopped at the gate

;

upon which we went to the windows to satisfy our

curiosity, when who should step out of the con-

venience, but my little insignificant lord. I no

sooner announced him to the company, than all the

gentlemen asked whether they should stay and

protect me, or withdraw ; and when I assured them

that their protection was not necessary, one and all

of them retired ;
though Lord R M went

no farther than the parlour below, being determined

to screen me against all violence and compulsion.

I sent a message to my lord, desiring him to walk

up into my apartment; but although his sole errand

was to see" and carry me off, he would not venture

to accept of my invitation, till he had demanded me
in form from the governor of the place.

That gentleman, being altogether a stranger to

his person and character, referred him to the com-

manding officer of the English troops, who was a

man of honour, and, upon his lordship's applica-

tion, pretended to doubt his identity; observing,

that he had always heard Lord represented as

a jolly corpulent man. He gave him to under-

stand, however, that even granting him to be the

person, I was by no means subject to military law,

unless he could prove that I had ever listed in his

Majesty's service.

Thus disappointed in his endeavours, he returned

to the inn, and, with much persuasion, trusted him-

self in my dining-room, after having stationed his

attendants at the door, in case of accidents. When
I asked what had procured me the honour of this

visit, he told me, his business and intention were

to carry me home. This declaration produced a

conference, in which I argued the case with him

;

and matters were accommodated for the present,

by my promising to be in England some time in

September, on condition that he would permit me
to live by myself, as before, and immediately order

the arrears of my pin-money to be paid. He
assented to every thing I proposed, returned in

peace to his own country, and the deficiencies of

my allowance were made good ; while I returned

to" Brussels, where I staid until my departure for

England, which I regulated in such a manner as

was consistent with my engagement.

I took lodgings in Pali-Mall, and, sending for

my lord, convinced him of my punctuality, and put

him in mind of his promise ;
when, to my utter

astonishment and confusion, he owned, that his

promise was no more than a decoy to bring me
over, and that I must lay my account with living

in his house like a dutiful and obedient wife. I

heard him with the indignation such treatment

deserved, upbraiding him with his perfidious deal-

ing, which I told him would have determined me
against cohabitation with him had I not been already-

resolved ; and, being destitute of all resource, re-

paired to Bath, where I afterwards met with Mr.

D and Mr. R——, two gentlemen who had
been my fellow-passengers in the yacht from
Planders, and treated me with great friendship

and politeness, without either talking or thinking

of love.

With these gentlemen, who were as idle as

myself, I went to the jubilee at Preston, which was
no other than a great number of people assembled

in a small town, extremely ill accommodated, to

partake of diversions that were bad imitations of

plays, concerts, and masquerades. If the world

should place to the account of my indiscretion my
travelling in this manner with gentlemen to whom
I had no particular attachment, let it also be con-

sidered, as an alleviation, that I always lived in

terror of my lord, and consequently was often

obliged to shift my quarters ; so that, my finances

being extremely slender, I stood the more in need

of assistance and protection. I was, besides, young,

inconsiderate, and so simple, as to suppose the figure

of an ugly man would always secure me from cen-

sure on his account ; neither did I ever dream of

any man's addresses, until he made an actual de-

claration of his love.

Upon my return to Bath, I was again harassed

by Lord , who came thither accompanied by

my father, whom I was very glad to see, though he

importuned me to comply with my husband's desire,

and for the future keep measures with the world.

This remonstrance about living with my lord, which

he constantly repeated, was the only instance of his

unkindness which I ever felt. But all his admoni-

tions were not of force sufficient to shake my resolu-

tion in that particular ;
though the debate continued

so late, that I told his lordship, it w as high time to

retire, for I could not accommodate him with a

bed. He then gave me to understand, that he would

stay where he was
;
upon which my father took his

leave, on pretence of looking out for a lodging for

hirnself.

The little gentleman being now left h'te-d-h'te

with me, began to discover some signs of appre-

hension in his looks; but, mustering up all his

resolution, he went to the door, called up three of

his servants, whom he placed as sentinels upon the

stair, and flounced into my elbow-chair, where he

resigned himself to rest. Intending to go to bed,

I thought it was but just and decent that I should

screen myself from the intrusion of his footmen,

and with that view bolted the door. Lord ,

hearing himself locked in, started up in the utmost

terror and consternation, kicked the door with his

heel, and screamed aloud, as if he had been in the

hands of an assassin. My father, who had not yet

quitted the house, hearing these outcries, ran up

stairs again, and, coming through my bed-chamber

into the dining-room where we were, found me
almost suffocated with laughter, and his heroic son-

in-law staring like one who had lost his wits, with

his hair standing on end.

When my father asked the meaning of his ex-

clamations, he told him, with all the symptoms of

dismay, that I had locked him in, and" he did not

understand such usage. But I explained the whole

mystery, by saying, I had bolted the door, because

I did not like the company of his servants, and

could not imagine the cause of his panic, unless he

thought I designed to ravish him ; an insult than

which nothing was farther from my intention.

My father himself could scarce refrain from laugh-

ing at his ridiculous fear ; but, seeing him in great

confusion, took pity on his condition, and carried

him off to his own lodgings, after I had given my
word that I would not attempt to escape, but give

him audience next morning. I accordingly kept

my promise, and found means to persuade them to

leave me at my own discretion. Next day I was
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rallied upon the stratagem I had contrived to

frighten Lord ; and a thousand idle stories

•were told about this adventure, which happened
literally as I have related it.

From Bath I betook myself to a small house near
Lincoln, which I had hired of the d— of A —
because a country life suited best with my income,
which was no more than four hundred pounds
a-year, and that not well paid. I continued some
months in this retirement, and saw no company,
except Lord R M , who lived in the neigh-

bourhood, and visited me twice
;

till, finding myself
indisposed, I was obliged to remove to London, and
took lodgings in Maddox-street, where my garrison

was taken by storm by my lord and his steward, re-

inforced by Mr. L V
,
(who as my lord told

me, had a subsidy of five-and-twenty pounds before

he would take the field,) and a couple of hardy
footmen. This formidable band rushed into my
apartment, laid violent hands upon me, dragged
me down stairs without gloves or a cloak, and,

thrusting me into a coach that stood at the door,

conveyed me to my lord's lodgings in Gloucester-
street.

Upon this occasion, his lordship courageously
drew his sword upon my woman, who attempted to

defend me from his insults, and, in all probability,

would have intimidated him from proceeding ; for

he looked pale and aghast, his knees knocked
together, and he breathed thick and hard, with his

nostrils dilated, as if lie had seen a ghost ; but he
was encouraged by his mercenary associate, who,
for the five-and-twenty pounds, stood by him in the

day of trouble, and spirited him on to this gallant

enterprise.

In consequence of this exploit, I was cooped up
in a paltry apartment in Gloucester-street, where I

was close beset by his lordship and his worthy
steward Mr. H , with a set of servants that
were the creatures of this fellow, of whom my lord

himself stood in awe ; so that I could not help
thinking myself in Newgate, among thieves and
ruffians. To such a degree did my terror avail,

that I actually believed I was in danger of being
poisoned, and would not receive any sustenance,
except from the hands of one harmless looking
fellow, a foreigner, who was my lord's va!et-de-

chambre. I will not pretend to say my fears were
just ; but such was my opinion of H , that I

never doubted he would put me out of the way,
if he thought my life interfered with his interest.

On the second day of my imprisonment, I was
visited by the duke of L , a friend of my lord,

who found me sitting upon a trunk, in a poor little

dining-room filled with lumber, and lighted with
two bits of tallow candle, which had been left over-

night. He perceived in my face a mixture of
rage, indignation, terror, and despair. He com-
passionated my sufferings, though he could not
alleviate my distress, any other way than by inter-

ceding with my tyrant to mitigate my oppression.

Nevertheless, I remained eleven days in this un-
comfortable situation. I was watched like a criminal

all day, and one of the servants walked from one
room to another all night, in the nature of a patrole,

while my lord, who lay in the chamber above me,
got out of bed and tripped to the window, at the

sound of every coach that chanced to pass through
the street. H , who was consummate in the arts

of a sycophant, began to court my favour, by con-
doling my affliction, and assuring me, that the only

method by which I could regain my liberty, was a
cheerful compliance with the humour of my lord.

I was fully convinced of the truth of this observa-

tion; and, though my temper is altogether averse to

dissimulation, attempted to affect an air of serenity

and resignation. But this disguise, I found, would
not answer my purpose ; and therefore I had
recourse to the assistance of my maid, who was
permitted to attend me in my confinement. With
her I frequently consulted about the means of

accomplishing my escape. In consequence of our

deliberations, she directed a coach and six to be
ready at a certain part of the town, and to wait for

me three days in the same place, in case I could

not come before the expiration of that term.

This previous measure being taken according to

my instructions, the next necessary step was to

elude the vigilance of my guard: and in this

manner did I effectuate my purpose. Being by
this time indulged in the liberty of going out in

the coach for the benefit of the air, attended by
two footmen, who had orders to watch all my
motions, I made use of this privilege one forenoon,

when Lord expected some company to dinner,

and bade the coachman drive to the lodgings of a
man who wrote with his mouth, intending to give

my spies the slip, on pretence of seeing this

curiosity ; but they were too alert in their duty to

be thus outwitted, and followed me up stairs into

the very apartment.

Disappointed in this hope, I resolved another
scheme, which was attended with success. I bought
some olives at an oil-shop ; and, telling the servants

I would proceed to St. James's gate, and take a
turn in the park, broke one of the bottles by the

way, complained of the misfortune when I was set

down, and desired my coach might be cleaned

before my return. While my attendants were
employed in this office, I tripped across the parade
to the Horse-guards, and chanced to meet with an
acquaintance in the park, who said, he saw by my
countenance that I was upon some expedition. I
owned his suspicion was just ; but, as I had not
time to relate particulars, I quickened my pace, and
took possession of a hackney-coach, in which I

proceeded to the vehicle I had appointed to be in

waiting.

While I thus compassed my escape, there was
nothing but perplexity and confusion at home

;

dinner was delayed till six o'clock
; my lord ran

half the town over in quest of his equipage, which
at last returned, with an account of my elopement.
My maid,was brought to the question, and grievously
threatened

; but, like all the women I ever had,
remained unshaken in her fidelity. In the mean
time, I travelled night and day towards my retreat
in Lincolnshire, of which his lordship had not as yet
got the least intelligence ; and as my coachman was
but an inexperienced driver, I was obliged to make
use of my own skill in that exercise, and direct his
endeavours the whole way, without venturing to
go to bed, or take the least repose, until I reached
my own habitation. There I lived in peace and
tranquillity for the space of six weeks, when I was
alarmed by one of my lord's myrmidons, who came
into the neighbourhood, blustering and swearing
that he would carry me off either dead or alive.

It is not to be supposed that I was perfectly easy
when I was made acquainted with his purpose and
declaration, as my whole family consisted of no
more than a couple of women and one footman
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However, I summoned up my courage, -which had

been often tried, and never forsook me in the day

of danger ; and sent him word, that, if ever he

should presume to approach my house, I would

order him to be shot without ceremony. The

fellow did not choose to put me to the trial, and

returned to town without his errand. But as the

place of my abode was now discovered, I laid my
account with having a visit from his employer. I

therefore planted spies upon the road, with a promise

of reward to him who should bring me the first

intelligence of his lordship's approach.

Accordingly, I was one morning apprised of his

coming, and, mounting horse immediately, with

my woman and valet, away we rode, in defiance of

winter. In two days I traversed the wilds of

Lincolnshire and hundreds of Essex, crossed the

river at Tilbury, breakfasted at Chatham, by the

help of a guide and moonlight arrived at Dover the

same evening, embarked for Calais, in which place

I found myself next day at two o'clock in the

afternoon ; and being heartily tired with my journey,

betook myself to rest. My maid, who was not able

to travel "with such expedition, followed me at an

easier pace ; and the footman was so astonished at

my perseverance, that he could not help asking me
up'on the road, if ever I was weary in my life?

Certain it is, my spirits and resolution have enabled

me to undergo fatigues that are almost incredible.

From Calais I went to Brussels, where I again set

up my rest in private lodgings ; was again perfectly

well received by the fashionable people of that

place ;
and, by the interest of my friends, obtained

the queen of Hungary's protection against the

persecution of my husband, while I should reside

in the Austrian Netherlands.

Thus secured, I lived uncensured, conversing

with the English company, with which this city

was crowded ; but spent the most agreeable part of

my time with the Countess of Calemberg, in whose

house I generally dined and supped. And I also

contracted an intimacy with the princess of Chemay,

who was a great favourite with Madam d'Harrach,

the governor's lady.

I had not been long in this happy situation,

when I was disturbed by the arrival of Lord ——

,

who demanded me of the governor ; but finding

me sheltered from his power, he set out for

Vienna; and, in consequence of his representations,

strengthened with the Duke of N 's name, my
protection was withdrawn. But, before this appli-

cation, he had gone to the camp, and addressed

himself to my Lord Stair, who was my particular

friend and ally by my first marriage, desiring he

would compel me to return to his house. His lord-

ship told him, that I was in no shape subject to his

command ; but invited him to dinner, with a view

of diverting himself and company at the expense

of his guest. In the evening, he was plied with so

many bumpers to my health, that he became in-

toxicated, and extremely obstreperous, insisted

upon seeing Lord Stair after he was retired to rest,

and quarrelled with Lord D , who being a tall,

large, raw-boned Scotchman, could have swallowed

him at one mouthful ; but he thought he might

venture to challenge him, in hopes of being put

under arrest bv the general. Though he reckoned

without his host ; Lord Stair knew his disposition,

and, in order to punish his presumption, winked at

the affair. The challenger, finding himself mis-

taken in his conjecture, got up early in the morning,

and went off post for Vienna. And Lord Stair

desired a certain man of quality to make me a

visit, and give me an account of his behaviour.

Being now deprived of my protection and pin-

money, which my generous husband would no

longer pay, I was reduced to great difficulty and

distress. The Duchess d' Aremberg, Lord G ,

and many other persons of distinction, interceded

in my behalf with his Majesty, who was then

abroad ; but he refused to interpose between man
and wife. The Countess of Calemberg wrote a

letter to my father, in which she represented my
uncomfortable situation, and undertook to answer

for my conduct, in case he would allow me a small

annuity, on which I could live independent of

Lord , who by all accounts was a wretch with

whom I could never enjoy the least happiness or

quiet, otherwise she would be the first to advise

me to an accommodation. She gave him to under-

stand, that her character was neither doubtful nor

obscure ; and that, if my conduct there had not

been irreproachable, she should not have taken me
under her protection. That, as I proposed to board

in a convent, a small sum would answer my occa-

sions ; but, if that should be denied, I would actually

go to service, or take some other desperate step, to

avoid the man who was my bane and aversion.

To this kind remonstrance my father answered

that his fortune would not allow him to assist me ;

he had now a young family ; and that I ought, at

all events, to return to my husband. By this time,

such was the extremity of my circumstances, that

I was forced to pawn my clothes, and every trifling

trinket in my possession, and even to descend so

far as to solicit Mr. S for a loan of fifty pounds,

which he refused.

Thus was I deserted in my distress by two per-

sons, to whom, in the season of my aflluence, my
purse had been always open. Nothing so effectually

subdues a spirit unused to supplicate, as want.

Repulsed in this manner, I had recourse to Lord

B , who was also, it seems, unable to relieve

my necessities. This mortification I deserved at

his hands, though he had once put it in my power

to be above all such paltry applications; and I

should not have been compelled to the disagreeable

task of troubling my friends, had not I voluntarily

resigned what he formerly gave me. As to^the

other gentleman to whom I addressed myself on

this occasion, I think he might have shown more

regard to my situation, not only for the reasons

already mentioned, but because he knew me too

well to be ignorant of what I must have suffered

in condescending to make such a request.

Several officers, who guessed my adversity,

generously offered to supply me with money ;
but

I could not bring myself to make use of their

friendship, or even to own my distress, except to

one person, of whom I borrowed a small sum. To

crown my misfortunes, I was taken very ill, at a

time when there was no other way of avoiding the

clutches of my persecutor but by a precipitate

fliffht. In this emergency, I applied to a worthy

gentleman of Brussels, a very good friend of mine,

but no lover. I say no lover, because every man

is supposed to act in that capacity who befriends a

young woman in distress. This generous Fleming

set out with me in the night from Brussels, ar.d

conducted me to the frontiers of France. Being

very much indisposed both in mind and body when

I was obliged to undertake this expedition, 1 should
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in all probability have sunk under the fatigue of
travelling, had not rny spirits been kept up by the
conversation of my companion, -who was a man of
business and consequence, and undertook to manage
my affairs in such a manner as would enable me
to re-establish my residence in the place I had left.

He was young and active, attended me with the
utmost care and assiduity, and left nothing undone
which he thought would contribute to my ease and
satisfaction. I believe his friendship for me was a
little tinctured with another passion ; but he was
married, and lived very well with his wife, who
was also my friend ; so that he knew I would never
think of him in the light of a lover.

Upon our arrival at Valenciennes, he accomo-
dated me with a little money, for a little was all I
would take, and returned to his own city, after we
had settled a correspondence by letters. I was de-
tained a day or two in this place by my indisposition,
which increased

; but, nevertheless, proceeded to
Paris, to make interest for a protection from the
King of France, which that monarch graciously
accorded me, in three days after my first applica-
tion; and his minister sent orders to all the go-
vernors and intendants of the province towns, to
protect me against the efforts of Lord , in
whatever place I should choose to reside.

Having returned my thanks at Versailles for
this favour, and tarried a few days at Paris, which
was a place altogether unsuitable to the low ebb of
my fortune, I repaired to Lisle, where I intended
to fix my habitation ; and there my disorder re-
curred with such violence, that I was obliged to
send for a physician, who seemed to have been a
disciple of Sangrado ; for he scarce left a drop of
blood in my body, and yet I found myself never a
whit the better. Indeed, I was so much exhausted
by these evacuati«ns, and my constitution so much
impaired by fatigue and perturbation of mind, that
I had no other hope of recovering but that of
reaching England, and putting myself under the
direction of a physician, on whose ability I could
depend.

With this doubtful prospect, therefore, I deter-
mined to attempt a return to my native air, and
actually departed from Lisle, in such a melancholy
enfeebled condition, that I had almost fainted when
I was put into the coach. But before I resolved
upon this journey, I was reduced to the utmost
exigence of fortune, so that I could scarce afford
to buy provisions, had it been in my power to eat,

and should not have been able to defray my
travelling expenses, had I not been generously be-
friended by Lord R M——,

who, I am sure,
would have done anything for my ease and accom-
modation, though he has unjustly incurred the
imputation of being parsimonious, and I had no
reason to expect any such favour at his hands.

In this deplorable state of health I was conveyed
to Calais, being all the way, as it were, in the arms
of death, without having swallowed the least suste-
nance on the road. So much was my indisposition
augmented by the fatigue of the journey, that I
swooned when I was brought into the inn, and had
almcst expired before I could receive the least
assistance or advice. However, my spirits were
a little revived by some bread and wine, which I
took at the persuasion of a French surgeon, who,
chancing to pass by the door, was called up to my
relief. Having sent my servant to Brussels, to take
care of my clothes, I embarked in the packet boat,

and by the time we arrived at Dover was almost
in extremity.

Here I found a return coach, in which I was
carried to London, and was put to bed at the house
we put up at, more dead than alive. The people
of the inn sent for an apothecary, who administered
some cordial that recalled me to life

;
and, when I

recovered the use of speech, I told him who I was,
and desirend him to wait upon Dr. S , and in-

form him of my situation. A young girl, who was
niece to the landlord's wife, seeing me unattended,
made a tender of her service to me, and I accepted
the offer, as well as of a lodging in the apothecary's
house, to which I was conveyed as soon as my
strength woidd admit of my removal. There I
was visited by my physician, who was shocked to

find me m such a dangerous condition. However,
having considered my case, he perceived that my
indisposition proceeded from the calamities I had
undergone, and encouraged me with the hope of a
speedy cure, provided I could be kept easy and
undisturbed.

I was accordingly attended with all imaginable
care

;
my lord's name being never mentioned in

my hearing, because I considered him as the fatal

source of all my misfortunes ; and in a month I re-
covered my health, by the great skill and tenderness
of my doctor, who now finding me strong enough
to encounter fresh troubles, endeavoured to per-
suade me, that it would be my wisest step to return
to my husband, whom at that time he had often
occasion to see. But I rejected his proposal, com-
menced a new law-suit for separation, and took a
small house in St. James's-square.
About this time my woman returned from Brus-

sels, but without my clothes, which were detained
on account of the money I owed in that place

; and,
asking her dismission from my service, set up shop
for herself. I had not lived many weeks in my new
habitation, when my prosecutor renewed his at-

tempts to make himself master of my person ; but
I had learned from experience to redouble my vi-

gilance, and he was frustrated in all his endeavours.
I was again happy in the conversation of my former
acquaintance, and visited by a great number of
gentlemen, mostly persons of probity and sense,
who cultivated my friendship, without any other
motive of attachment. Not that I was unsolicited on
the article of love. That was a theme on which I
never wanted orators ; and could I have prevailed
upon myself to profit by the advances that were
made, I might have managed my opportunities so
as to have set fortune at defiance for the future.
But I was none of these economists, who can sacri-
fice their hearts to interested considerations.
One evening, while I was conversing with three

or four of my friends, my lawyer came in, and told
me he had something of consequence to impart

:

upon which all the gentlemen but one went away.
Then he gave me to understand, that my suit would
immediately come to trial

; and, though he hoped
the best, the issue was uncertain. That, if it should
be given agaist me, the decision would inspire my
lord with fresh spirits to disturb my peace ; and
therefore it would be convenient for me to retire
until the affair should be brought to a determination!

I was very much disconcerted at this intelligence
;

and the gentleman who staid perceiving my con-
cern, asked what I intended to do, or if he could
serve me in any shape, and desired to know whither
I proposed to retreat? I affected to laugh, and
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answered, " To a garret, I believe." To this over-

strained reas ining he replied, that if I should, his

friendship and regard -would find the way to my
apartment ; and I had no reason to doubt the since-

rity of his declaration. We consulted about the

measures I should take, and I determined to remove

into the countrv, where I was soon favoured with

a letter from him, wherein he expressed the infinite

pleasure he had in being able to assure me that my
suit had been successful, and that I might appear

again with great safety.

Accordingly I returned to town in his coach and

six, which he had sent for my convenience, and

the same evening went with him to the masquerade,

where we passed the night very agreeably, his

spirits, as well as mine, being elevated to a joyous

pitch by the happy event of my process. This gen-

tleman was a person of great honour, worth, and

good nature ; he loved me extremely, but did not

care that I should know the extent of his passion.

On the contrary, he endeavoured to persuade me,

he had laid it down as a maxim, that no woman

should ever have power enough over his heart, to

give him the least pain or disquiet. In short, he

had made a progress in my affection, and to his

generosity was I indebted for my subsistence two

whole years ;
during which, he was continually pro-

fessing" this philosophic indifference, while, at the

same time, he was giving me daily assurances of

his friendship and esteem, and treated me with in-

cessant marks of the most passionate love : so that

I concluded his intention was cold, though his tem-

per was warm. Considering myself as an encum-

brance upon his fortune, I redoubled my endeavours

to obtain a separate maintenance from my lord, and

removed from St. James's square to lodgings at

Kensington, where I had not long enjoyed myself

in tranquillity, before I was interrupted by a very

unexpected visit.
, ,

While I was busy one day dressing in my dining-

room. I found his lordship at my elbow before I was

aware of his approach, although his coach was at the

door, and the house already in the possession of his

servants. He accosted me in the usual style, as if

we had parted the night before ; and I answered

him with an appearance of the same careless fami-

liarity, desiring him to sit down, while I retreated

to my chamber, locked the door, and fairly went to

bed, being perhaps the first woman who went

thither for protection from the insults of a man.

Here then I immured myself with my faithful Abi-

gail. My lord finding nie secured, knocked at the

door, and through the key-hole begged to be ad-

mitted, assuring me that all he wanted was a con-

ference. I desired to be excused, though I believed

his assurance ; but I had no inclination to converse

with him, because I knew from experience the

nature of his conversation, which was so disagree-

able and tormenting, that I would have exchanged

it at any time for a good beating, and thought my-

self a gainer by the bargain. However, he per-

sisted in his importunities to such a degree, that I

assented to his proposal, on condition that the Duke

of L should be present at the interview ; and

he immediately sent a message for his grace, while

I in peace ate my breakfast, conveyed in a basket,

which was hoisted up to the window of my bed-

chamber.
The duke was so kind as to come at my lord's

request, and, before I would open the door, gave

me his word, that I should be protected from all

violence and compulsion. Thus assured, they were

permitted to enter. My little gentleman, sitting

down by my bed-side, began to repeat the old

hackneyed arguments he had formerly used, with

a view of inducing me to live with him ; and I, on

my side, repeated my former objections, or pre-

tended to listen to his representations, while my
imagination was employed in contriving the means

of effecting an escape, as the duke easily perceived

bv my countenance.

"Finding all his remonstrances ineffectual, he

quitted the chamber, and left his cause to the elo-

quence of his grace, who sat with me a whole half

hour, without exerting himself much in behalf of

his client, because he knew I was altogether obsti-

nate and determined on that score ; but joked upon

the behaviour of his lordship, who, though jealous

of most people, had left him alone with me in my
bed-chamber, observing, that he must either have

great confidence in his virtue, or a very bad opinion

of him otherwise. In short, I found means to defer

the categorical answer till next day, and invited

the duke and his lordship to dine with me to-mor-

row. My wise yoke-fellow seemed to doubt the

sincerity of this invitation, and was very much dis-

posed to keep possession of my house. But, by the

persuasion of his grace, and the advice of H—n,

who was his chief counsellor and back, he was pre-

vailed upon to take my word, and for the present

left me. .

They were no sooner retired, than I rose with

great expedition, packed up my clothes, and took

shelter in Essex for the first time. Next day, my
lord and his noble friend came to dinner, according

to appointment ; and being informed of my escape

by my woman, whom I had left in the house, his

lordship discovered some signs of discontent, and

insisted upon seeing my papers ;
upon which my

maid produced a parcel of bills which I owed to

different people. Notwithstanding this disappoint-

ment, he sat down to what was provided for dinner,

and with great deliberation ate up a leg of lamb, the

best part of a fowl, and something else, which I do

not now remember ; and then very peaceably went

away, giving my maid an opportunity of following

me to the place of my retreat.

My intention was to have sought refuge, as

formerly, in another country ; but I was prevented^

from putting my design in execution by a fit of

illness, during which I was visited by my physician

and some ofmy own relations, particularly a distant

cousin of mine, whom my lord had engaged in his

interests, by promising to recompense her amply,

if she could persuade me to comply with his desire.

In this office she was assisted by the doctor, who

was my friend, and a man of sense, for whom I have

the most perfect esteem, though he and I have

often differed in point of opinion. In a word, I was

exposed to the incessant importunities of all my
acquaintance, which, added to the desperate cir-

cumstances ofmy fortune, compelled me to embrace

the terms that were offered, and I again returned

to the domestic duties of a wife.

I was conducted to my lord's house by an old

friend of mine, a gentleman turned of fifty, of ad-

mirable parts and understanding ; he was a pleas-

ing companion, cheerful and humane, and had

acquired a great share of my esteem and respect.

In a word, his advice had great weight in my deli-

berations, because it seemed to be the result of

experience and disinterested friendship. W ithout
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all doubt, he had an unfeigned concern for my
welfare ; but, being an admirable politician, his

scheme was to make my interest coincide with his

own inclinations ; for I had, unwittingly, made an
innovation upon his heart ; and as he thought I

should hardly favour his passion while I was at

liberty to converse with the rest of my admirers,

he counselled me to surrender that freedom, well

knowing that my lord would be easily persuaded

to banish all his rivals from the house ; in which
case, he did not doubt of his being able to insinuate

himself into my affections ; because he laid it down
as an eternal truth, that, if any two persons of dif-

ferent sexes were obliged to live together in a desert,

where they would be excluded from all other

human intercourse, they would naturally and in-

evitably contract an inebriation for each other.

How just this hypothesis might be, I leave to the

determination of the curious; though, if I may be

allowed to judge from my own disposition, a couple

so situated would be apt to imbibe mutual disgusts

from the nature and necessity of their union, unless

their association was at first the effect of reciprocal

affection and esteem. Be this as it will, I honour
the gentleman for his plan, which was ingeniously

contrived, and artfully conducted ; but I happened
to have too much address for him in the sequel,

cunning as he was, though at first I did not per-

ceive his drift ; and his lordship was much less

likely to comprehend his meaning.

Immediately after this new accommodation, I

was carried to a country house belonging to my
lord, and was simple enough to venture myself,

unattended by any servant on whose integrity I

could depend, in the hands of his lordship, and
H , whose villainy I always dreaded

;
though,

at this time, my apprehensions were considerably

increased, by recollecting, that it was not his in-

terest to let me live in the house, lest his conduct
should be inquired into ; and by remembering that

the very house to which we were going had been
twice burnt down in a very short space of time, not
without suspicion of his having been the incendiary,

on account of some box of writings which was lost

in the conflagration. True it is, this imputation

was never made good ;
and, perhaps, he was alto-

gether innocent of the charge, which nevertheless

affected my spirits in such a manner, as rendered

me the most miserable of all mortals. In this

terror did I remain, till my consternation was
awakened by the arrival of Mr. B , a good-
natured worthy man, whom my lord had invited to

his house, and I thought would not see me ill used.

In a few weeks we were joined by Dr. S and
his lady, who visited us according to their promise

;

and it was resolved that we should set out for Tun-
bridge, on a party of pleasure, and at our return

examine H 's accounts.

This last part of our scheme was not at all re-

lished by our worthy steward, who therefore deter-

mined to overturn our whole plan, and succeeded
accordingly. My lord, all of a sudden, declared

himself against the jaunt we had projected, and
insisted upon my staying at home, without assign-

ing any reason for this peremptory behaviour ; his

countenance being cloudy, and, for the space of
three days, he did not open his mouth.
At last, he one night entered my bed-chamber,

to which he now had free access, with his sword
under his arm, and, if I remember aright, it was
leady drawn. I could not help taking notice of

this alarming circumstance, which shocked me the

more, as it happened immediately after a gloomy
fit of discontent. However, I seemed to overlook

the incident, and, dismissing my maid, went to bed

;

because I was ashamed to acknowledge, even to

my own heart, any dread of a person whom I

despised so much. However, the strength of my
constitution was not equal to the fortitude of my
mind. I was taken ill, and the servants were
obliged to be called up ; while my lord himself, ter-

rified at my situation, ran up stairs to Mrs. S ,

who was in bed, told her, with evident perturba-

tion of spirits, that I was very much indisposed,

and said, he believed I was frightened by his enter-

ing my chamber with his sword in hand.

This lady was so startled at his information, that

she ran into my apartment half naked, and as she

went down stairs, asked what reason could induce

him to have carried his sword with him ? Upon
which he gave her to understand, that his intention

was to kill the bats. I believe and hope he had no
other design than that of intimidating me ; but when
the affair happened, I was of a different opinion.

Mrs. S , having put on her clothes, sat up all

night by my bed-side, andwas so good as to assure me
that she would not leave me until I should be safely

delivered from the apprehensions that surrounded

me in this house, to which she and the doctor had
been the principal cause of my coming ; for my
lord had haunted and importuned them incessantly

on this subject, protesting that he loved me with

the most inviolable affection ; and all he desired

was, that I would sit at his table, manage his family,

and share his fortune. By these professions, uttered

with an air of honesty and good-nature, he had im-

posed himself upon them for the best tempered
creature upon earth ; and they used all their in-

fluence with me to take him into favour. This
hath been the case with a great many people, who
had but a superficial knowledge of his disposition ;

but, in the course of their acquaintance, they have
never failed to discern and acknowledge their mis-

take.

The doctor, on his return from Tunbridge, to

which place he had made a trip by himself, found

me ill a-bed, and the whole family in confusion.

Surprised and concerned at this disorder, he en-

tered into expostulation with my lord, who owned,
that the cause of his displeasure and disquiet was no
other than jealousy. H had informed him,

that I had been seen to walk out with Mr. Bal

—

in a morning ; and that our correspondence had
been observed, with many additional circumstances,

which were absolutely false and groundless. Thif
imputation was no sooner understood, than it was
resolved that the accuser should be examined in

presence of us all. He accordingly appeared, ex-

ceedingly drunk, though it was morning, and re-

peated the articles of the charge, as an infr rmation

he had received from a man who came from town
to hang the bells, and was long ago returned to

London.
This was an instance of his cunning and address,

which did not forsake him even in his hours of in-

toxication. Had he fixed the calumny on any one
of the servants, he would have been confronted and
detected in his falsehood. Nevertheless, though he
could not be legally convicted, it plainly appeared
that he was the author of this defamation, which
incensed Mr. Bal— to such a degree, that he could

scarce be withheld from punishing him on the spot,

z
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by manual chastisement. However, he was pre-

vailed upon to abstain from such immediate ven-

geance, as a step unworthy of his character ;
and

the atfair was brought to this issue, that his lord-

ship should either part with me or Mr. H ;
for

I was fully determined against living under the

same roof with such an incendiary

This alternative being proposed, my lord dis-

missed his steward, and we returned to town with

the doctor, and Mrs. S ; for I had imbibed such

horror and aversion for this country-seat, though

one of the pleasantest in England, that I could not

Dear to live in it. We therefore removed to a house

in Bond-street, where, according to the advice of

my friends, I exerted my whole power and com-

plaisance in endeavours to keep my husband in

good humour, but was so unsuccessful in my at-

tempts, that, if ever he was worse tempered, more

capricious, or intolerable, at one time than at an-

other, this was the season in which his ill humour

predominated in the most rancorous degree. I was

scarce ever permitted to stir abroad, saw nobody

at home, but my old male friend, whom I have

mentioned above ; and the doctor, with his lady,

from whose conversation, also, Iwas at last excluded.

Nevertheless, I contrived to steal a meeting now

and then with my late benefactor, for whom I en-

tertained a great share of affection, exclusive of

that gratitude that was due to his generosity. It

was not his fault that I compromised matters with

my lord ; for he was as free of his purse as I was

unwilling to use it. It would, therefore, have been

unfriendlv, unkind, and ungrateful in me, now that

I was in affluence, to avoid all intercourse with a

man who had supported me in adversity. I think

people cannot be too shy and scrupulous in receiv-

ing favours; but once they are conferred, they

ought never to forget the obligation. And I was

never more concerned at any incident of my life,

than at hearing that this gentleman did not receive

a letter, iD which I acknowledged the last proof of

his friendship and liberality which I had occasion

to use, because I have since learned that he sus-

pected me of neglect.

But, to return to my situation in Bond-street. I

bore it as well as I could for the space of three

months, during which I lived in the midst of spies,

who were employed to watch my conduct, and

underwent every mortification that malice, power,

and folly could inflict. Nay, so ridiculous, so un-

reasonable was my tyrant in his spleen, that he

declared he would even be jealous of Heydigger,

if there was no other man to incur his suspicion.

He expected that I should spend my whole time

with him tete-a-tete ; when I sacrificed my enjoy-

ment to these comfortable parties, he never failed

to lay hold on some innocent expression of mine,

which he made the foundation of a quarrel ;
and,

when I strove to avoid these disagreeable misinter-

pretations by reading or writing, he incessantly

teased and tormented me with the imputation of

being peevish, sullen, and reserved.

Harassed by this insufferable behaviour, I com-

municated my case to Dr. S and his lady,

intimating that I neither could nor would expose

myself any longer to such usage. The doctor

exhorted me to bear my fate with patience ;
and

Mrs. S was silent on the subject ; so that I

still hesitated between staying and going, when the

doctor, being one night at supper, happened to

have some words with my lord, who was so vio-

lently transported with passion, that I was actually

afraid of going to bed with him ; and next morning,

when he awaked, there was such an expression of

frantic wildness in his countenance, that I imagined

he was actually distracted.

This alarming circumstance confirmed me in my
resolution of decamping ; and I accordingly moved

my quarters to a house in Sackville-street, where I

had lodged when I was a widow. From thence I

sent a message to the Duke of L ,
desiring he

would make my lord acquainted with the place ol

my abode, my reasons for removing, and my in-

tention to defend myself against all his attempts.

The first night of this separation I went to bed by

mvself with as much pleasure as a man would feel

in'o-oino- to bed to his mistress whom he had long

solicited in vain, so rejoiced was I to be delivered

from my obnoxious bedfellow

!

From these lodgings I soon moved to Brook-

street, where I had not long enjoyed the sweets of

my escape, when I was importuned to return, by a

new steward whom my lord had engaged in the

room of H—n. This gentleman, who bore a very

fair character, made such judicious representations,

and behaved so candidly in the discharge of his

function, that I agreed he should act as umpire in

the difference betwixt us, and once more a recon-

ciliation was effected, though his lordship began to

be dissatisfied even before the execution ot our

aoreement; in consequence of which he attended

me to Bath, whither I went for the benefit of my

health, which was not a little impaired.

This accommodation had a surprising effect upon

my lover, who, notwithstanding his repeated de-

clarations, that no woman should ever gain such

an ascendancy over his heart as to be able to give

him pain, suffered all the agonies of disappointed

love when he now found himself deprived ot the

opportunities of seeing me, and behaved very dif-

ferently from what he had imagined he should.

His words and actions were desperate :
one of his

expressions to me was, " It was like twisting my
heart-strings, and tearing it out of my body. In-

deed, I never should have acted this part had 1

foreseen what he would have suffered ;
but I pro-

test I believed him when he said otherwise so

much, that his declaration on that subject was the

occasion of my giving him up ; and it was now too

late to retract. ... w
In our expedition to Bath, I was accompanied by

a very agreeable young lady, with whom I passed

my time very happily, amid the diversions of the

place, which screened me, in a good measure, from

the vexatious society of my hopeful partner. From

this place we repaired to his seat in the country,

where we spent a few months, and thence returned

again to our house in Bond-street. Here, while I

was confined to my bed by illness, it was supposed

mv indisposition was no other than a private lying-

in, though I was under the roof with my lord, and

attended by his servants.

While the distemper continued, my lord (to ao

him justice) behaved with all imaginable tender-

ness and care; and his concern on these occasions

I have alreadv mentioned as a strange inconsistency

in his disposition. If his actions were at all

accountable, I should think he took pains to fret

me into a fever first, in order to manifest his lo%e

and humanity afterwards. When I recovered my

strength and spirits, I went abroad saw company

and should have been easy, had he been contented ,
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but as my satisfaction increased, his good humour
decayed, and he banished from his house, one by
one, all the people whose conversation could have
made my life agreeable.

I often expostulated with him on his malignant
behaviour, protesting my desire of living peaceably
with him, and begging he would not lay me under
the necessity of changing my measures. He was
deaf to all my remonstrances, though I warned him
more than once of the event, persisted in his

maxims of persecution
; and, after repeated quar-

rels, I again left his house fully determined to

suffer all sorts of extremity, rather than subject
myself to the tyranny of his disposition.

This year was productive of one fatal event,

which I felt with the utmost sensibility of sorrow,
and I shall always remember with regret—I mean
the death of Mr. B , with whom I had con-
stantly maintained an intimate correspondence
since the first commencement of our acquaintance.
He was one of the most valuable men, and pro-
mised to be one of the brightest ornaments that
this or any other age had produced. I enjoyed his

friendship without reserve ; and such was the con-
fidence he reposed in my integrity, from long
experience of my truth, that he often said he would
believe my bare assertion, even though it should
contradict the evidence of his own senses. These
being the terms upon which we lived, it is not to

be supposed that I bore the loss of him without
repining. Indeed, my grief was unspeakable

;

and though the edge of it be now smoothed by the
lenient hand of time, I shall never cease to cherish
his memory with the most tender remembrance.
During the last period of my living with my lord,

I had agreed to the expediency of obtaining an act
of parliament, which would enable him to pay his

debts ; on which occasion there was a necessity of
cancelling a deed that subsisted between us, re-

lating to a separate maintenance, to which, on
certain provisions, I was entitled ; and this was to
be set aside, so far as it interfered with the above-
mentioned scheme, while the rest of it should re-
main in force. When this affair was about to be
transacted, my lord very generously insisted upon
my concurrence in annulling the whole settlement

;

and, when I refused to comply with this demand,
because this was the sole resource I had against his

ill usage, he would not proceed in the execution of
his plan, though, by dropping it, he hurt nobody
but himself; and he accused me of having receded
from my word, after I had drawn him into con-
siderable expense.

This imputation of breaking my word, which I

defy the whole world to prove I ever did, incensed
me the more, as I myself had proposed the scheme
for his service, although I knew the accomplish-
ment of it would endanger the validity of my own
settlement; and my indignation was still more
augmented by the behaviour of Mr. , who
had always professed a regard for my interest, and
upon my last accommodation with my lord, under-
taken to effect a reconciliation between my father
and me

;
but, when he was questioned about the

particulars of this difference, and desired to declare
whether his lordship or I was to blame, he declined
the office of arbitrator, refused to be explicit upon
the subject, and by certain shrewd hums and ha's,

signified his disapprobation of my conduct. Yet
this very man, when I imparted to him, in con-
fidence, my intention of making another retreat,

and frankly asked his opinion ofmy design, seemed
to acquiesce in the justice of it in these remark-
able words :

—" Madam, if I thought or had hopes
of my lord growing better, I would down on my
knees to desire you to stay ; but, as I have not, I
say nothing."

If he connived at my conduct in this particular,

should he disapprove of it when all I asked was
but common justice ? But he was a dependent

;

and therefore I excuse his phlegmatic (not to call

it unfriendly) behaviour. Indeed, he could not be
too cautious of giving offence to his lordship, who
sometimes made him feel the effects of that wrath
which other people had kindled

;
particularly in

consequence of a small adventure which happened
about this very period of time.

A very agreeable, sprightly, good-natured young
man, a near relation of my lord, happening to be
at our house one evening, when there was a fire in

the neighbourhood, we agreed to go and sup at a
tavern en famille ; and having spent the evening
with great mirth and good humour, this young
gentleman, who was naturally facetious, in taking
his leave, saluted us all round. My lord, who had
before entertained some jealousy of his kinsman,
was very much provoked by this trifling incident,

but very prudently suppressed his displeasure till

he returned to his own house, where his rage co-

operating with the champagne he had drank, in-

flamed him to such a degree of resolution, that he
sprung upon the innocent G—n, and collared him
with great fury, though he was altogether uncon-
cerned in the cause of his indignation.

This extravagant and frantic behaviour, added
to other grievances under which I laboured, has-

tened my resolution of leaving him ; and he to this

day blames his relation as the immediate cause of
my escape, whereas he ought to place it to the

account of his own madness and indiscretion.

When I retired to Park-street, he cautioned all my
tradesmen, not even excepting my baker, against

giving me credit, assuring them that he would not

pay any debts I should contract ; and the difficulties

to which I was reduced, in consequence of this

charitable declaration, together with the reflection

of what I had suffered, and might undergo, from
the caprice and barbarity of his disposition, affected

my health so much, that I was taken again ill, and
my life thought in danger.

My constitution, however, got the better of my
distemper, and I was ordered into the country by
my physicians, for the benefit of the air ; so that I

found myself under the necessity of keeping two
houses, when I was little able to support one, and
set up my chariot, because I could not defray the
expense of a hackney coach ; for I had as much
credit given me as I asked for, notwithstanding my
lord's orders to the contrary.

Having recruited my spirits in the country, I
returned to town, and was visited by my friends,

who never forsook me in adversity, and, in the
summer removed to a house in Essex, where I lived

a few months in great tranquillity, unmolested by
my tyrant, who sometimes gave me a whole year's
respite. Here I used to ride and drive by turns, as
my humour dictated, with horses which were lent
me ; and I had the company of my lover, and ano-
ther gentleman, who was a very agreeable com-
panion, and of singular service to me in the sequel.
At last, my lord having received intelligence of

the place of my abode, and his tormenting humour
Z 2
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recurring, he set out for my habitation, and in the t

morning appeared in his coach and six, attended 1

by Mr. G—n, and another person, -whom he had i

engaged for the purpose, with several domestics ;

armed. I immediately shut up my doors at his i

approach, and refused him admittance, which he I

endeavoured to obtain by a succession of prayers
]

and threats ; but I was deaf to both, and resolved l

to hold out to the last. Seeing me determined, he i

began his attack, and his servants actually forced i

their way into the house
;
upon which I retreated

up stairs, and fortified myself in my apartment,

which the assailants stormed with such fury, that :

the door began to give way, and I retired into ano-

ther room.

Whilst I remained in this post, Mr. G—n de-

manded a parley, in which he begged I would

favour my lord with an interview, otherwise he

knew not what might be the consequence. To this

remonstrance I replied, that I was not disposed to

comply with his request ; and though their design

should be murder, I was not at all afraid of death.

Upon this declaration they renewed their attacks,

which they carried on with indifferent success till

the afternoon, when my lord, as if he had been at

play, sent a formal message to me, desiring that all

hos'tilities should cease, till after both parties should

have dined. At the same time, my own servants

came for instructions ; and I ordered them to let

him have everything which he should call for, as

far as the house would afford.

He did not fail to make use of this permission

;

but sitting down with his companions, ate up my
dinner without hesitation, after he had paid me the

compliment of desiring to know what he should

send up to my apartment. Far from having any

stomach to partake of his meal, I sat solitary upon

my bed, in a state of melancholy expectation, hav-

ing fastened the door of the outward room for my
security, while I kept my chamber open for the

convenience of air, the weather being excessively hot.

His lordship, having indulged his appetite, re-

sumed his attempt, and all of a sudden I heard a

noise in the next room ;
upon which I started up,

and perceiving that he had got into my antecham-

ber, by the help of a bench that stood under the

window, I flung to the door of my room, which I

locked with great expedition, and opening another

that communicated with the staircase, ran out of

the house, through a crowd of more than a hundred

people, whom this fray had gathered together.

Being universally beloved in the neighbourhood,

and respected by my lord's servants, I passed

among them untouched, and took refuge in a neigh-

bouring cottage; while his lordship bawled and

roared for assistance, being afraid to come out as

he had gone in. Without waiting for his delibe-

rations, I changed clothes with the poor woman
who had given me shelter, and in her blue apron

and straw hat sallied out into the fields, intending

to seek protection in the house of a gentleman not

far off, though I was utterly ignorant of the road

that led to it. However, it was my good fortune

to meet with a farmer, who undertook to conduct

me to the place ; otherwise I should have missed

my way, and in all probability lain in the fields ;

for by this time it was eight o'clock at night.

Under the direction of this guide, I traversed

hedges and ditches (for I would not venture to

travel in the highway, lest I should fall into the

hands of my pursuer,) and after I had actually

tumbled into the mire, and walked six or seven

long miles by the help of a good spirit, which never

failed me on such occasions, I arrived at the place,

and rung the bell at the garden gate for admittance.

Seeing my figure, which was very uncouth, toge-

ther with "my draggled condition, they denied me
entrance ; but, when they understood who I was,

immediately opened the door, and I was hospitably

entertained, after having been the subject of mirth,

on account of my dress and adventure.

Next day I returned and took possession of my
house again, where I resumed my former amuse-

ments, which I enjoyed in quiet for the space of a

whole month, waiting with resignation for the issue

ofmy lawsuit ;
when, one afternoon, I was apprised

of his lordship's approach by one of my spies, whom
I always employed to reconnoitre the road ; and so

fortunate was Tin the choice of these scouts, that I

never was betrayed by one of them, though they

were often bribed for that purpose.

I no sooner received this intelligence, than I

ordered my horse to be saddled, and mounting,

rode out of sight immediately, directing my course

a different way from the London road. I had not

long proceeded in this tract, when my career was

all of a sudden stopped by a five-bar gate, which,

after some hesitation, I resolved to leap (my horse

being an old hunter), if I should find myself pur-

sued. However, with much difficulty I made a

shift to open it, and arrived in safety at the house

of my verv good friend Mr. G , who being a

justice of the peace, had promised me his protec-

tion, if it should be wanted.

Thus secured for the present, I sent out spies to

bring information of his lordship's proceedings,

and understood that he had taken possession of my
house, turned my servants adrift, and made himself

master of all my moveables, clothes, and papers.

As for the papers, they were of no consequence,

but of clothes I had a good stock ; and when I had

reason to believe that he did not intend to relin-

quish his conquest, I thought it was high time for

me to remove to a greater distance from his quar-

ters. Accordingly, two days after my escape, I

set out at eleven o'clock at night, in a chariot and

four, which I borrowed of my friend, attended by

a footman, who was a stout fellow, and well armed,

I myself being provided with a brace of good pis-

tols, which I was fully determined to use against

any person who should presume to lay violent

hands upon me, except my lord, for whom a less

mortal weapon would have sufficed, such as a bod-

kin or a tinder-box. Nothing could be farther

from my intention than the desire of hurting

any living creature, much less my husband ;
my

design was only to defend myself from cruelty and

oppression, which I knew, by fatal experience,

would infallibly be my lot, should he get me into

his power. And I thought I had as good a right

• to preserve my happiness, as that which every in

-

• dividual has to preserve his life, especially against

a set of ruffians, who were engaged to rob me of it

! for a little dirty lucre.

: In the midst of our journey, the footman came

I up, and told me I was dogged ;
upon which I looked

;
out, and, seeing a man riding by the chariot side,

presented one of my pistols out of my window, and

1 preserved that posture of defence, until he thought

> proper to retreat, and rid me of the fears that at-

; tended his company. I arrived in town, and,

7 changing my equipage, hired an open chaise, in
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which, though I was almost starved with cold, I

travelled to Reading, which I reached by ten next
morning ; and from thence proceeded farther in the
country, with a view of taking refuge with Mrs.
C , who was my particular friend. Here I
should have found shelter, though my lord had been
beforehand with me, and endeavoured to prepossess
her against my conduct, had not the house been
crowded with company, among whom I could
not possibly have been concealed, especially from
her brother, who was an intimate friend of my
persecutor.

Things being thus situated, I enjoyed hut a very
short interview with her, in which her sorrow and
perplexity on my account appeared with great ex-
pression in her countenance; and though it was
not in her power to afford me the relief I expected,
she, in the most genteel manner, sent after me a
small sum of money, thinking that, considering the
hurry in which I left my house, I might have oc-
casion for it on the road. I was by this time be-
numbed with cold, fatigued with travelling, and
almost fretted to death by my disappointment.
However, this was no time to indulge despondence

;

6ince nobody could or would assist me, I stood the
more in need of my own resolution and presence
of mind. After some deliberation, I steered my
course back to London ; and being unwilling to
return by the same road in which I came, as well
as impatient to be at the end of my journey, I chose
the Bagshot way, and ventured to cross the heath
by moonlight.

Here I was attacked by a footpad armed with
a broad sword, who came up and demanded my
money. My stock amounted to twelve guineas

;

and I foresaw, that, should I be stripped of the
whole sum, I could not travel without discovering
who I was, and consequently running the risk of
being detected by my pursuer. On these consider-
ations I gave the fellow three guineas and some
silver

; with which he was so far from being satis-

fied, that he threatened to search me for more.
But I ordered the coachman to proceed, and by
good fortune escaped that ceremony, though I was
under some apprehension of being overtaken with
a pistol bullet in my flight, and therefore held down
my head in the chaise, in imitation of some great
men, who are said to have ducked in the same
manner in the day of battle.

My fears happened to be disappointed. I lay at

an inn upon the road, and next day arrived in town,
in the utmost difficulty and distress ; for I knew
not where to fix my habitation, and was destitute
of all means of support. In this dilemma, I applied
to my lawyer, who recommended me to the house
of a tradesman in Westminster, where I lodged and
boarded upon credit, with my faithful Abigail,
whom I shall distinguish by the name of Mrs.
S r, for the space of ten weeks, during which I
saw nobody, and never once stirred abroad.

While I was thus harassed out of all enjoyment
of life, and reduced to the utmost indigence, by the
cruelty of my persecutor, who had even stripped
me of my wearing apparel, I made a conquest of
Lord D , a nobleman who is now dead, and
therefore I shall say little of his character, which
is perfectly well known. This only will I observe, i

that, next to my own tyrant, he was the person of
whom I had the greatest abhorrence. Nevertheless,
when these two came in competition, I preferred <

the offers of this new lover, which were very con-

siderable ; and as an asylum was the chief thing I
wanted, agreed to follow him to his country seat,
whither I actually sent my clothes, which I had
purchased upon credit.

However, upon mature deliberation, I changed
my mind, and signified my resolution in a letter,

desiring at the same time, that my baggage might
be sent back. In consequence of' this message, I
expected a visit from him, in all the rage of indig-
nation and disappointment, and gave orders that he
should not be admitted into my house. Yet, not-
withstanding this precaution, he found means to
procure entrance ; and one of the first objects that
I saw, next morning, in my bed-chamber, was my
lover armed with a horse-whip, against which, from
the knowledge of the man, I did not think myself
altogether secure

;
though I was not much alarmed,

because I believed myself superior to him in point of
bravery, should the worst come to the worst. But,
contrary to my expectation, and his usual behaviour
to our sex, he accosted me very politely, and began
to expostulate upon the contents of my letter. I
freely told him, that I had rashly assented to his
proposal, for my own convenience only

;
that,

when I reflected on what I had done, I thought it

ungenerous in me to live with him upon these
terms ; and that, as I did not like him, and could
not dissemble, such a correspondence could never
tend to the satisfaction of either. He allowed the
inference was just, though he was very much cha-
grined at my previous proceeding. He relinquished
his claim, restored my clothes, and never afterwards
upbraided me with my conduct in this affair; though
he at one time owned, that he still loved me, and
ever should, because I had used him ill ; a declara-
tion that strongly marks the peculiarity of his
character. As for my own part, I own that my
behaviour on this occasion is no other way ex-
cusable, than on account of the miserable perplexity
of my circumstances, which were often so calami-
tous, that I wonder I have not been compelled to
take such steps as would have rendered my conduct
much more exceptionable than it really is.

At last all my hopes were blasted by the issue of
my suit, which was determined in favour of my
lord. Even then I refused to yield ; on the con-
trary, coming out of retirement, I took lodgings in
Suffolk-street, and set my tyrant at defiance. But,
being unwilling to trust my doors to the care of
other people, I hired a house in Conduit-street;
and no sooner appeared in the world again, than I
was surrounded by divers and sundry sorts of ad-
mirers. I believe I received the incense and ad-
dresses of all kinds under the sun, except that sort
which was most to my liking, a man capable of
contracting and inspiring a mutual attachment

;

but such a one is equally rare and inestimable ; not
but that I own myself greatly obliged to all those
who cultivated my good graces, though they were
very little beholden to me ; for where I did not
really love, I coidd never profess that passion ; that
sort of dissimulation is a slavery that no honest
nature will undergo. Except one worthy young
man whom I sometimes saw, they were a strange
medley of insignificant beings ; one was insipid,
another ridiculously affected, a third void of all

education, a fourth altogether inconsistent
; and, in

short, I found as many trifling characters among
the men, as ever I observed in my own sex. Some
of them I endeavoured to bring over to my maxim's,
while they attempted to make a proselyte of me

;
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but finding the task impracticable on both sides, we

very wisely dropt each other.

At length, however, I was blessed with the ac-

quaintance of one nobleman, who is, perhaps, the

first character in England, in point of honour, inte-

grity, wit, sense, and benevolence ; when I have thus

distinguished him, I need scarce mention Lord .

This -reat, this good man, possesses every accom-

plishment requisite to inspire admiration, love and

esteem. With infinitely more merit than almost

ever fell to one man's share, he manifests such dif-

fidence of his own qualifications, as cannot tail to

prepossess every company in his favour. He seems

to observe nothing, yet sees every thing
;

Ins

manner of telling a story, and making trifles

elegant, is peculiar to himself; and, though he has

a thousand oddities, they serve only to make him

more agreeable. After what I have said, it may

be supposed that I was enamoured of his person ;

but this was not the case ; love is altogether capri-

cious and fanciful ;
yet I admire, honour and esteem

him to the highest degree, and when I observe that

his character resembled that of my dear departed

friend Mr. B ; or rather, that Mr. B -, had

he lived, would have resembled Lord , 1 pay

the highest compliment I can conceive both to the

living and the dead. .

In this nobleman's friendship and conversation 1

thought myself happy ;
though I was, as usual, ex-

posed to the indefatigable efforts of my lord, who,

one day, while I was favoured with the company ol

this generous friend, appeared at my door in his

coach, attended by another gentleman, who de-

manded entrance with an air of authority-. A very

honest footman, who had been long in my service,

ran up stairs in the utmost consternation, and gave

me an account of what had happened below. L pon

which I told him he had nothing to answer tor,

and ordered him to keep the door fast shut against

all opposition ; though I was so much affected with

this unexpected assault, that Lord said he was

never more surprised and shocked m his lite, than

at the horror which appeared in my countenance,

when I saw the coach stop at my door.

My little hero being refused admittance, went

awav, threatening to return speedily with a rein-

forcement; and during this interval, I provided

myself with a soldier, whom I placed sentinel at

the door, within side, to guard me from the danger

of such assaults for the future. My lord, true to

his promise, marched back with his auxiliaries, re-

inforced with a constable, and repeated his demand

of being admitted; and my soldier opening the

sash, in order to answer him, according to my

directions, he no sooner perceived the red coat,

than he was seized with such a panic, that he in-

stantly fled with great precipitation ; and, when he

recounted the adventure, like Falstaff m the play,

multiplied my guard into a whole file of mus-

queteers. He also make a shift to discover the

gentleman who had been so kind as to lend me one

of his company, and complained of him to the

Duke of N , in hopes of seeing him broke tor

his misdemeanour ; but in that expectation he was

luckily disappointed.

Perceiving that in England I should never enjoy

peace, but be continually subject to those alarms

and disquiets which had already impaired my health

and spirits, I resolved to repair again to France, my
best refuge and sure retreat from the persecution of

my tvranL Yet, before I took this step, I endea-

voured, by the advice of my friends, to conceal

myself near Windsor ; but was in a little time dis-

covered by mv lord, and hunted out of my lurking

place accordingly. I then removed to Chelsea,

where I suffered inconceivable uneasiness and agita-

tion of mind, from the nature of my situation, my
tranquillity being thus incessantly invaded by a man

who could not be satisfied with me, and yet could

not live without me. So that, though I was very

much indisposed, I set out for France, by the way

of the Hague, as the war had shut up all other

communication, having no other attendant but my
woman S—r, who, though she dreaded the sea, and

was upon the brink of matrimony, would not quit

me in such a calamitous condition, untd I was

joined by my footman and another maid, whom I

ordered to follow me with the baggage. But, before

my departure, I sent a message to Lord , de-

manding my clothes, which he had seized in Essex

;

and he refusing to deliver them, I was obliged to

equip myself anew, upon credit

I was" supplied with money for my journey by

mv good friend L ;
and, after a short and plea-

sant passage, arrived at the Hague, where I staid

two months, and parted with S—r, on whom 1

settled an annuity of five and twenty pounds, pay-

able out of the provision which I had or might

obtain from my husband. The same allowance had

I prevailed upon Lord B to grant to another

maid, who attended me while I lived in his house.

I did not much relish the people in Holland,

because thev seemed entirely devoted to self-interest,

without any taste for pleasure or politeness; a

species of disposition that could not be very agree-

able to me, who always despised money, had an

unbounded benevolence of heart, and loved pleasure

beyond every other consideration. When I say

pleasure, I would not be understood to mean sen-_

suaktv, which constitutes the supreme happiness ot

those'only who are void of sentiment and imagina-

tion. Nevertheless, I received some civilities in

this place ; and among the rest, the reputation ot

having for my lover the King of P 's minister,

who was young and airy, and visited me often;

circumstances that were sufficient to lay me under

the imputation of an amour, which I frequently

incurred without having given the least cause ot

suspicion. , T .

Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, I de-

parted from the Haffue, in company with an English

woman, whom I had chosen for that purpose, and

arrived at Antwerp with much difficulty and danger,

the highway being infested with robbers. After

having reposed myself a few days in this city, 1

hired a coach for myself, and set out with my

companion for Brussels ; but, before we reached

Mechlin, our vehicle was attacked by two hussars,

who, with their sabres drawn, obliged the coachman

to drive into a wood near the road. I at first

imagined they wanted to examine our passports,

but was soon too well convinced of their design

;

and, though very much shocked at the discovery,

found resolution enough to suppress my concern,

so that it should not aggravate the terrors of the

young woman, who had almost died with apprehen-

sion I even encouraged her to hope for the best

;

and, addressing myself to the robbers m French,

begged, in the most suppliant manner, that they

would spare our lives ; upon which one of them,

•who was a little fellow, assured me, in the same lan-

euage, that we had nothing to fear for our persons.
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When we -were conveyed in a state of dreadful
suspense above three-quarters of a mile into the
wood, the ruffians came into the coach, and, taking
my keys, which I kept ready in my hand for
them, opened three large trunks that contained my
baggage, and emptying them of every thing but my
hoops and a few books, packed up their booty in a
cloth ; then robbed me of my money and jewels,
even to my shoe-buckles and sleeve-buttons, took
my footman's laced hat, and gave it, by way of
gratification, to a peasant, who came from behind
the bushes, and assisted them in packing.

This affair being despatched, they ordered us to
return to the road by a different way from that in
which we were carried into the wood ; and mount-
ing their horses, rode off with the plunder, though
not before the little fellow, who was the least fero-
cious of the two, had come and shaken me by the
hand, wishing us a good journey

; a compliment
which I heartily returned, being extremely well
pleased with the retreat of two such companions,
who had detained us a whole half hour

; during
which, notwithstanding the assurance I had re-

ceived, I was in continual apprehension of seeing
their operation concluded with the murder of us
all ; for I suppose they were of that gang who had
some time before murdered a French officer, and
used a lady extremely ill, after having rifled her
of all she had.

Havi ng thus undergone pillage, and being reduced
to the extremity of indigence in a foreign land, it

is not to be supposed that my reflections were very
comfortable ; and yet, though I sustained the whole
damage, I was the only person in the company who
bore the accident with any resolution and presence
of mind. My coachman and valet seemed quite
petrified with fear ; and it was not till I had re-
peated my directions that the former drove farther
into the wood, and took the first turning to the right,
in order to regain the road, according to the command
of the robbers, which I did not choose to disobey.

This misfortune I suffered by the misinformation
I received at Antwerp, where I would have pro-
vided myself with an escort, had not I been assured
that there was not the least occasion to put myself
to such extraordinary expense. And indeed the
robbers took the only half hour in which they could
have had an opportunity of plundering us ; for we
no sooner returned into the highway, than we met
with the French artillery coming from Brussels,
which was a security to us during the rest of our
journey. We were afterwards informed at a small
village, that there was actually a large gang of
deserters, who harboured in that wood, from which
they made excursions in the neighbourhood, and
kept the peasants in continual alarms.
Having proceeded a little way, we were stopped

by the artillery crossing a bridge ; and as the train

was very long, must have been detained till night,
had not a soldier informed me, that if I would take
the trouble to come out of my coach, and apply to
the commandant, he would order them to halt, and
allow me to pass. I took the man's advice, and was
by him conducted, with much difficulty, through
the crowd, to some officers, who seemed scarce to
deserve the name ; for when I signified my request,
they neither rose up, nor desired me to sit down

;

but lolling in their chairs, with one leg stretched
out, asked, with an air of disrespectful raillery,

where I was going ? and when I answered, " To
Paris," desired to know what I would do there ?

I, who am naturally civil where I am civilly

used, and saucy enough where I think myself treated
with disregard, was very much piqued at their inso-

lent and unmannerly behaviour, and began to reply
to the impertinent questions very abruptly ; so that

a very tart dialogue would have ensued, had not
the conversation been interrupted by a tall, thin, gen-
teel young French nobleman, an officer in the army,
who, chancing to come in, asked with great polite-

ness, what I would please to have ? I then repeated
my desire, and produced my passports, by which
he learned who I was. He immediately gave orders
that my coach should pass ; and afterwards visited

me at Paris, having obtained my permission, and
taking my address at parting; while the others,

understanding my name and quality, asked pardon
for their impolite carriage, which they told me was
owing to the representation of the soldier, who gave
them to understand, that I was a strolling actress.

I could not help laughing heartily at this mistake,
which might have proceeded from the circumstances
of my appearance, my footman having been obliged
to change hats with the peasant, and myself being
without buckles in my shoes, and buttons in my
riding shirt., while my countenance still retained
marks of the fear and confusion I had undergone.
After all, perhaps the fellow was a droll, and wanted
to entertain himself at my expense.
The day was so far consumed in these adventures,

that I was obliged to take up my lodgings at

Mechlin, where I addressed myself to the intendant,
giving him an account of the disaster I had met
with, and desiring I might have credit at the inn,

as our whole companv could not raise the value of
a sixpence. This gentleman, though a provincial,

was polite in his way, and not only granted my
request, but invited me to lodge at his own house.
I accordingly gave him my company at supper,
but did not choose to sleep at his quarters, because
he appeared to be what the French call un vieu

debauche.

Next day, he sent a trumpet to the general, with
a detail of my misfortune, in hopes of retrieving
what I had lost

; but, notwithstanding all possible

search, I was fain to put up with my damage,
which, in linen, laces, clothes, and baubles, amounted
to upwards of seven hundred pounds, a loss which
never deprived me of one moment's rest ; for

though I lodged at a miserable inn, and lay in a
paltry bed, I slept as sound as if nothing extra-
ordinary had happened, after I had written to
London and Paris, directing that the payment of
my bills of credit might be stopped. Indeed, I
know but of two misfortunes in life capable of
depressing my spirits, namely the loss of health
and friends ; all others may be prevented or endured.
The articles of that calamity which I chiefly
regretted, were a picture of Lord W—m, and some
inimitable letters from Mr. B .

From Mechlin I proceeded to Brussels, where,
being known, I got credit for some necessaries, and
borrowed twenty guineas, to defray the expense of
my journey to Paris. Having consulted with my
friends, about the safest method of travelling
through Flanders, I was persuaded to take places
in the public voiture ; and accordingly departed,
not without fears of finding one part of the country
as much infested with robbers as another. Nor
were these apprehensions assuaged by the con-
versation of my fellow-travellers, who being of the
lower sort of people, that delight in exaggerating
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dangers, entertainod me all the way -with an

account of all the rohberies and murders which

had been committed on that road, with many

edditional circumstances of their own invention.

After having been two days exposed to this com-

fortable conversation, among very disagreeable

company, which is certainly one of the most dis-

agreeable situations in life, I arrived at Lisle, where,

thinking the dangerous part of the journey was now

past, I hired a post chaise, and in two days more

reached Paris without any further molestation.

Upon my arrival in the capital, I was immediately

visited by my old acquaintances, who hearing my
disaster, offered me their clothes, and insisted upon

my wearing them, until I could be otherwise

provided. They likewise engaged me in parties,

with a view of amusing my imagination, that I

might not grow melancholy in reflecting upon my
loss; and desired me to repeat the particulars of

my story forty times over, expressing great surprise

at our not being murdered or ravished at least.

As for this last species of outrage, the fear of it

never once entered my head, otherwise I should

have been more shocked and alarmed than I really

was. But it seems this was the chief circumstance

of my companion's apprehension: and I cannot

help observing, that a homely woman is always

more apt to entertain those fears, than one whose

person exposes her to much more imminent danger.

However, I now learned, that the risk I ran was

much greater than I imagined it to be, those ruffians

being familiarized to rape as well as murder.

Soon after my appearance at Paris, I was favoured

with the addresses of several French lovers ; but I

never had any taste for foreigners, or indeed for

any amusement of that kind, except such as were

likely to be lasting, and settled upon a more agree-

able footing than that of common gallantry. When
I deviated from this principle, my conduct was the

effect of compulsion, and therefore I was never

easy under it, having been reduced to the alternative

of two evils, the least of which I was obliged to

choose, as a man leaps into the sea, in order to

escape from a ship that is on fire.

Though I rejected their love, I did not refuse

their company and conversation ; and though my
health was considerably impaired by the shock I

received in my last adventure, which was con-

siderably greater than I at first imagined, and

affected my companion so much, that she did not

recover her spirits till she returned to England ; I

say, though I was tor some time a valetudinarian,

I enjoyed myself in great tranquillity for the space

of ten months, during which I was visited by

English, Scotch, and French, of all parties and

persuasions ; for pleasure is of no faction, and that

was the chief object of my pursuit ; neither was I

so ambitious of being a politician, as to employ my
time and thoughts upon subjects which I did not

understand.—I had admirers of all sides, and should

have spent my time very much to my liking, had

not I felt my funds sensibly diminish, without any

prospect of their being repaired ; for I had been

obliged to lay out a great part of the sum allotted

for my subsistence, in supplying my companion,

my servant, and myself with necessaries, in lieu of

those which we had lost.

Having before my eyes the uncomfortable pro

spect of wanting money in a strange place, I found

myself under the necessity of returning to England,

where I had more resources than I could possibly

have among foreigners ; and with that view wrote

to Lord 's agents, desiring that I might be

enabled to discharge my obligations at Paris, by the

payment of my pin-money. Thus a negotiation

commenced, and his lordship promised to remit

money for the clearance of my Paris debts, which

amounted to four hundred pounds : but he would

not advance one farthing more, though I gave him

to understand, that, while he protracted the agree-

ment, I must inevitably be adding to my en-

cumbrances, and that I should be as effectually

detained by a debt of twenty pounds, as if I owed

a thousand. Notwithstanding all my representations,

he would not part with one shilling over the net

sum which I at first stipulated; so that all my
measures were rendered abortive, and I found it

altogether impracticable to execute those resolutions

I had formed in his favour.

Thus did he, for a mere trifle, embarrass the

woman for whom he professes the most unlimited

love, and whose principles he pretends to hold in

the utmost veneration. Indeed his confidence in

my integrity is not without foundation ; for many
wives, with one half of my provocation, would

have ruined him to all intents and purposes

;

whereas, notwithstanding all the extraordinary

expenses to which I have been exposed by his con-

tinual persecution, he never paid a shilling on my
account except one thousand pounds, exclusive

of the small allowance which was my due. In a

word, so much time elapsed before my lord could

prevail upon himself to advance the bare four

hundred, that I was involved in fresh difficulties,

from which I found it impossible to extricate

myself : and though I had occasion to write a letter

to my benefactor Lord , in which I expressed

my acknowledgment of past favours, I could not

venture to solicit more, even when I was encouraged

by a very obliging answer, wherein he declared,

that the good qualities of my mind and heart would

bind him to me in friendship for ever.

While I ruminated on my uncomfortable situa-

tion, which would neither permit me to return

to England, nor to stay much longer where I was,

a young Englishman of immense fortune took

Paris in his way from Italy, accompanied by a

most agreeable Scotchman of very good sense and

great vivacity. It was my good or ill fortune to

become acquainted with these gentlemen, who

having seen me at the opera, expressed a desire of

being known to me, and accordingly favoured me
with a visit one afternoon, when the brisk North

Briton engrossed the whole conversation, while the

other seemed fearful and diffident even to a degree

of bashfulness, through which, however, I could

discern a delicate sensibility and uncommon under-

standing.—There was in his person (which was

very agreeable), as well as in his behaviour, a

certain naivete that was very pleasing ; and at this

first interview, we relished each other's company

so well, that a sort of intimacy immediately com-

menced, and was carried on in a succession ot

parties of pleasure, in the course of which I found

him fraught with all the tenderness and sentiment

that render the heart susceptible of the most refined

love; a disposition that immediately made me

partial to him, while it subjected his own heart to

all the violent impressions of a passion, which I

little imagined our correspondence would have

produced.
Nevertheless, I was far from being displeased
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with my conquest, because his person and qualifi-

cations, as "well as his manner of address, were very
much to my liking, and recommended him in a
particular manner to my affection. Indeed, he
made greater progress in my heart than I myself
suspected ; for there was something congenial in

our souls, which, from our first meeting, I believe,

had attracted us, unknown to ourselves, under the

notions of friendship and regard, and now disclosed

itself in the most passionate love.

I listened to his addresses, and we were truly

happy. His attachment was the quintessence of
tenderness and sincerity, while his generosity knew
no bounds. Not contented with having paid twelve
hundred pounds on my account, in the space of
one fortnight, he would have loaded me with pre-

sent after present, had I not absolutely refused to

accept such expensive marks of his munificence.
I was even mortified at those instances of his li-

berality, which my situation compelled me to

receive, lest, being but little acquainted with my
disposition, he should suspect me of being interested

in my love, and judge my conduct by the malicious
reports of common fame, which, he afterwards
owned, had at first obtained such credit with him,
that he believed our mutual attachment would not
be of long duration. But, in this particular, he
was soon undeceived. His heart, though naturally

adapted for the melting passion, had hitherto

escaped untouched by all the ladies of Italy and
France ; and therefore the first impressions were
the more deeply fixed. As he was unpractised in

the ways of common gallantry and deceit, the
striking simplicity in his character was the more
likely to engage the heart of one who knew the
perfidy of the world, and despised all the farce

and bombast of fashionable profession, which I

had always considered as the phrase of vanity and
ostentation, rather than the genuine language of
love. Besides, gratitude had a considerable share
in augmenting my affection, which manifested itself

in such a warm, cordial, artless manner, as in-

creased his esteem, and rivetted his attachment;
for he could easily perceive, from the whole tenor
of my conduct, that my breast was an utter stranger
to craft and dissimulation

; yet I was at first fearful

of contracting any engagement with him, because,
being younger than me, he might be more apt to

change, and the world might be malicious enough
to suppose I had practised upon his inexperience;
but, conscious of my own integrity, I set slander
at defiance, trusting to my own behaviour, and his

natural probity, for the continuance of his love.

Though we did not live together in the same house,
the greatest part of our time was spent in each
other's company;— we dined and supped at the
same table, frequented public places, went upon
parties to the country, and never parted, but for a
few hours in the night, which we passed in the
utmost impatience to meet again.

In this agreeable manner did the days roll on,

when my felicity was interrupted by a fit of jealousy
with which I happened to be seized. I had con-
tracted an acquaintance with a young married lady,

who, though her personal attractions were but
slender, was upon the whole, an agreeable, cheerful,
good-natured companion, with a little dash of the
coquette in her composition. This woman being in

very indigent circumstances, occasioned by some
losses her husband had sustained, no sooner had an
opportunity of seeing and conversing with my

lover, than she formed the design of making a
conquest of him. I should have forgiven her for

this scheme, whatever pangs it might have cost

me, had I believed it the effect of real passion ; but

I knew her too well to suppose her heart was
susceptible of love, and accordingly resented it.

In the execution of her plan, she neglected nothing

which she thought capable of engaging his atten-

tion. She took all opportunities of sitting near

him at table, ogled him in the most palpable manner,

directed her whole discourse to him, trod upon his

toes
;
nay, I believe, squeezed his hand. My blood

boiled at her, though my pride, for some time,

enabled me to conceal my uneasiness ; till at length

her behaviour became so arrogant and gross, that

I could no longer suppress my indignation, and
one day told my lover that I would immediately

renounce his correspondence.

He was greatly alarmed at this unexpected de-

claration
;
and, when he understood the cause of

it, assured me, that, for the future, he would never

exchange one word with her. Satisfied with this

mark of his sincerity and regard, I released him
from his promise, which he could not possibly keep,

while she and I lived upon any terms ; and we
continued to visit each other as usual, though she

still persisted in her endeavours to rival me in his

affection, and contracted an intimacy with his com-
panion, who seemed to entertain a passion for her,

that she might have the more frequent opportunities

of being among us ; for she had no objection against

favouring the addresses of both. One evening, I

remember, we set out in my coach for the opera

;

and, in the way, this inamorata was so busy with

her feet, that I was incensed at her behaviour ; and,

when we arrived at the place, refused to alight

;

but, setting them down, declared my intention of

returning home immediately. She was so much
pleased with this intimation, that she could not

conceal the joy she felt at the thoughts of con-

versing with him, uninterrupted by my presence ;

an opportunity with which I had never favoured

her before. This open exultation increased my
anger and anxiety. I went home ; but, being still

tortured with the reflection of having left them
together, adjusted myself in the glass, though I

was too angry to take notice of my own figure, and
without farther delay returned to the opera.

Having inquired for the box in which they sat,

I took possession of one that fronted them, and
reconnoitring them, without being perceived, had
the satisfaction of seeing him removed to as great

a distance from her as the place would permit, and
his head turned another way. Composed by this

examination, I joined them without further scruple,

when my young gentleman expressed great joy at

my appearance, and told me he was determined to

have left the entertainment, and come in quest of
me, had I not returned at that instant.

In our way homewards, my rival repeated her
usual hints, and with her large hoop almost over-

shadowed my lover from my view
;
upon which

my jealousy and wrath recurred with such violence,

that I pulled the string as a signal for the coach-
man to stop, with a view of getting out, and going
home afoot; a step which would have afforded

a new spectacle to the people of Paris. But I

reflected in a moment upon the folly of such a
resolution, and soon recollected myself, by calling

my pride to my assistance. I determined, however,
that she should act no more scenes of this kind in
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my presence, and that same night insisted upon my
lover's dropping all intercourse and connexion

•with this tormentor. He very cheerfully complied

with my desire, and -was even glad of an occasion

to break off his acquaintance with a person about

whom I had plagued him so much.

Thus was I freed from the persecution of one of

those creatures, who, though of little consequence

in themselves, are yet the pests of society, and find

means to destroy that harmony which reigns be-

tween two lovers, by the intrusion of a loose appe-

tite, void of all sensibility and discretion ;
having

no feelings themselves, they cannot sympathise

with that of other people, and do mischief out of

mere wantonness.

My lover being obliged to go to England, had

settled me in a genteel house in Paris, with a view

of returning when his affairs should be adjusted

;

but, when the time of his departure approached, he

began to be uneasy at the prospect of separation,

and, in order to alleviate his anxiety, desired me to

accompanv him to Calais, where we staid together

three or four days, during which the dread of

parting became more and more intense ; so that we

determined upon my following him into England by

the first opportunity, where I should live altogether

incog, that I might be concealed from the inquiries

and attempts of my lord. Even after this resolu-

tion was fixed, we parted with all the agonies of

lovers who despair of ever meeting again ; and the

wind blowing very high after he had embarked,

increased my fears. But, by the return of the

packet-boat I was blessed with the report of his

being safe arrived in England, and had the satis-

faction of perusing his letters by every post.

My admirer being thus detached from me, my
thoughts were entirely employed in concerting

some private method of conveying myself to him.

As I would not trust myself in the common packet,

for fear of being discovered, after having revolved

divers schemes, I determined to transport myself

in one of the Dutch fishing-boats, though I knew

the passage would be hazardous ; but, in a case of

such interesting concern, I overlooked all danger

and inconvenience. Before I put this resolution

in practice, I was so fortunate as to hear of a small

English vessel, that arrived at Calais with a pri-

soner of war, in which I embarked, with my com-

panion and another lady, who lived with me for

some time afterwards; and, when we came on

board, discovered that the ship was no other than a

light collier, and that her whole company amounted

to no more than three men. Nevertheless, though

the sea was so rough, and the weather so unpro-

mising, that no other boat would venture to put to

sea, we set sail, and, between two storms, in about

three hours arrived in safety in Dover.

From hencemy first companion went to her friends

in the stage-coach, while the other lady and I hired

an open post-chaise, though it snowed very hard,

and, without any accident, performed our journey

to London, where I met with my lover, who flew to

my arms in all the transports of impatient joy

;

and, doubtless, I deserved his affection for the hard-

ships, perils, and difliculties, I had undergone to be

with him ; for I never scrupled to undertake any

thing practicable, in order to demonstrate the sin-

cerity of what I professed.

In consequence of our plan, I assumed a fictitious

name, and never appeared in public, being fully

satisfied and happy in the company and conver-

sation of the man I loved ;
and, when he went into

the country, contented myself with his correspon-

dence, which he punctually maintained, in a series

of letters, equally sensible, sincere, and affectionate.

Upon his return to town for the remainder of

the season, he devoted the greatest part of his time

to our mutual enjoyment ; left me with reluctance,

when he was called away by indispensable busi-

ness, and the civility which was due to his ac-

quaintance, and very seldom went to any place of

public entertainment, because I could not accom-

pany and share with him in the diversion ; nay,

so much did I engross his attention, that one even-

ing, after he had been teased into an agreement of

meeting some friends at a play, he went thither

precisely at the appointed hour, and, as they did

not arrive punctually at the very minute, he re-

turned to me immediately, as much rejoiced at his

escape as if he had met with some signal deliver-

ance. Nor was his constancy inferior to the ardour

of his love. We went once together to a ball in

the Haymarket, where, in the midst of a thousand

fine women, whose charms were enhanced by the

pecidiarity of the dresses they wore, he remained

unshaken, unseduced, preserving his attachment

for me in spite of all temptation.

In the summer, he provided me with a house in

the neighbourhood of his own ; but the accommo-

dations being bad, and that country affording no

other place fit for my residence, he brought me
home to his own seat, and, by that step raised an

universal clamour ;
though I saw no company, and

led such a solitary life, that nothing but excessive

love could have supported my spirits. Not but

that he gave me as much of his time as he could

possibly spare from the necessary duties of paying

and receiving visits, together with the avocations

of hunting, and other country amusements, which

I could not partake. Formerly, indeed, I used to

hunt and shoot, but I had left off both, so that I was

now reduced to the alternative of reading and walk-

ing by myself; but love made up for all deficiencies

to me, who think nothing else worth the living for!

Had I been blessed with a partner for life, who

could have loved sincerely, and inspired me with

a mutual flame, I would have asked no more of

fate. Interest and ambition have no share in my
composition ; love, which is pleasure, or pleasure,

which is love, makes up the whole. A heart so

disposed, cannot be devoid of other good qualities ;

it must be subject to the impressions of humanity

and benevolence, and enemy to nothing but itself.

This you will give me leave to afiirm, in justice to

myself, as I have frankly owned my failings and

misconduct.

Towards the end of summer, my heart was a

little alarmed by a report that prevailed, of my
lover's being actually engaged in a treaty of mar-

riage ; however, I gave little credit to this rumour,

till I was obliged to go to town about business, and

there I heard the same information confidently

affirmed. Though I still considered it as a vague

surmise, I wrote to him an account of what I had

heard ;
and, in his answer, which is still in my pos-

session, he assured me, with repeated vows and

protestations, that the report was altogether false.

Satisfied with this declaration, I returned to his

house ; and, though the tale was incessantly thun-

dered in my ears, still believed it void of all foun-

dation, till my suspicion was awakened by a very

inconsiderable circumstance.
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One day, on his return from hunting, I perceived

he had a very tine pair of Dresden ruffles on his

shirt, which I could not suppose he would wear at

such a rustic exercise ; and, therefore, my fears

took the alarm. When I questioned him about this

pai-ticular of his dress, his colour changed ; and
though he attempted to elude my suspicion, by im-
puting it to a mistake of his servant, I could not

rest satisfied with this account of the matter, hut
inquired into the truth with such eagerness and
penetration, that he couid not deny he had been to

make a visit. By degrees, I even extorted from
him a confession, that he had engaged himself far-

ther than he ought to have proceeded, without
making me acquainted with his design, though he
endeavoured to excuse his conduct, and pacify my
displeasure, by saying, that the affair would not be
brought to bear for a great while, and, perhaps,
might never come to a determination ; but he was
in great confusion, and, indeed, hardly knew what
he said.

I would have quitted his house that moment, had
not he beforehand obtained a promise that I would
take no rash resolution of that kind, and put it out
of my power to procure any method of conveyance
by which I could make my retreat. I gave no vent
to reproaches, but only upbraided him with his

having permitted me to return in ignorance to the

country, after I was once fairly gone
; upon which

he swore that he could not bear the thoughts of part-

ing with me. This declaration was a mystery at that

time, but I have been since so fully satisfied of his

reasons for his conduct, that I heartily acquit him
of all injustice to me. And, indeed, it is my sin-

cere opinion, that, if ever young man deserved to

be happy, he is certainly entitled to that privilege
;

and, if I may be allowed to judge, has an heart sus-

ceptible of the most refined enjoyment.
The violence of the grief and consternation which

I suffered from this stroke having a little subsided,
I deliberated with myself about the measures I
should take, and determined to leave his house some
day when he should be abroad. I was encouraged
in this resolution by the advice of our Scotch friend,

who came about this time from London, on a visit

to his fellow-traveller. We thought such an ab-
rupt departure would be less shocking than to stay
and take a formal leave of my lover, whose heart
was of such a delicate frame, that, after I told him
I should one day withdraw myself in his absence,
he never came home from the chase, or any other
avocation, without trembling with apprehension
that I had escaped.

After he had been some time accustomed to these
fears by my previous intimation, I at length de-
camped in good earnest, though my heart ached
upon the occasion, because I left him loving and
beloved ; for his affection was evident, notwith-
standing the step he had taken by the advice and
importunity of all his relations, who laid a disagree-
able restraint upon his inclinations, while they
consulted his interest in every other particular.

While I halted in the next great town, until I

could be supplied with fresh horses, I was visited

by a gentleman who had been formerly intimate
with my lover ; hut a breach had happened in their

friendship, and he now came to complain of the
treatment he had received. Perceiving that I was
not in a humour to listen to his story, he shifted

the conversation to my own, and observed, that I

had been extremely ill used. I told him that I was

of a different opinion ; that it was not only just, but
expedient, that a young man of Mr. ——'s fortune

should think of making some alliance to strengthen

and support the interest of his family ; and that I

had nothing to accuse him of but his letting me
remain so long in ignorance of his intention. He
then gave me to understand, that I was still igno-

rant of a great part of the ill usage I had received

;

affirming, that, while I lived in his house, he had
amused himself with all the common women in that

town, to some of whom this gentleman had per-

sonally introduced him.

At first, I could not believe this imputation ; but

he supported his assertion with so many convincing

circumstances, that I could no longer doubt the

truth of them ; and I felt so much resentment, that

my love vanished immediately into air. Instead of

proceeding on my journey to London, I went back
a considerable way, and sent a message desiring to

see him in a little house, about midway between his

own habitation and the town from whence I came.

He obeyed my summons, and appeared at the place

appointed, where I reproached him with great bit-

terness. He pleaded guilty to the charge, so far as

acknowledging that he had corresponded with

other women lately, in order to get the better of

his affection for me, but the experiment had failed,

and he found that he should be for ever miserable.

I did not look upon this candid confession as a
sufficient atonement for his past dissimulation, and,

in the sharpness of my revenge, demanded a settle-

ment, which he peremptorily refused ; so that for

the present, we held each other in the utmost con-

tempt. Indeed, I afterwards despised myself for

my condescension, which was owing to the advice

of my companion, supported and inflamed by the

spirit of resentment. Nevertheless, he begged that

I would return to his house, or stay all night where
I was ; but I was deaf to his entreaties, and, after

a great deal of ironical civility on my side, I took my
leave, and went away

;
yet, before I set out, I looked

back, and saw him on horseback, with such an air

of simplicity and truth, as called up a profound
sigh, notwithstanding all that had passed in our
conversation.

Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings in

Leicester Fields, and answered a letter which I had
some months before received from my lord, telling

him that I would go home to him, without stipulat-

ing for any terms, to try what effect my confidence

would have upon his generosity. He readily em-
braced the offer, and took a house in St. James's-
street, where I proposed to comply with his humour
in every thing that was consistent with my own
peace and tranquillity.

Meanwhile, my lover passed his time very dis-

agreeably in the country, with his friend, of whom,
it seems, he had conceived some jealousy, which
was increased by a letter I wrote to that gentleman,
till he was made acquainted with the contents,

which he read over forty times ; and then his pas-

sion breaking out with more violence than ever, he
not only expressed his feeling, in an epistle which
I immediately received, but when he came to town
suffered such agonies ofdespair as I had never seen
before, except in Lord B . It was then in my
power to have taken ample revenge upon him, as
well as upon my insolent rival, who had insisted

upon my leaving his house in a very abrupt manner,
though he absolutely refused to gratify her malice,
for he was now disposed to do any thing for my
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satisfaction. But I knew his worth, and had too

much regard for his reputation to advise him to

act inconsistent with his honour.

About this time, many tender feelings and sorrow-

ful partings happened between us, till the marriage

knot was tied, when he sent me a bank note for a

thousand pounds, by way of specimen, as he called

it, of his friendship, and of what he would do for

me, should I ever want his assistance. This mark
of his generosity I received in a most tender billet,

which I shall never part with, together with his

picture set in diamonds.

I now employed my thoughts in keepingmeasures

with my lord ; we lay in the same apartment, and

for the "first four or five months I neither dined nor

supped abroad above twice ; and then he knew
where I was, and approved of my company. But

all this complacency and circumspection had no

effect upon his temper, which remained as capri-

cious and dissatisfied as ever. Nay, to such a pro-

voking degree did this unhappy humour prevail,

that one dav, in the presence of his lawyer, he ha-

rangued upon my misconduct since our last re-

union ; and very freely affirmed, that every step I

had taken, was diametrically opposite to his wilL

Conscious of the pains I had been at to please

him, I was so incensed at these unjust invectives,

that, starting up, I told him he was a little dirty

fellow ; and would have left the house immediately,

had not his lawy er, and others, who were in the

room, interposed, and by dint of argument and im-

portunity diverted me from my purpose. By the

bye, I have been informed by a person of rank, that

my lord discovered exactly the same disposition in

his father's lifetime, and only changed the subject

ofbis complaint from the wordfather to that of wife.

Indeed he takes all opportunities of plaguing

my dear parent, as he has just sagacity enough to

know, that this is the most effectual way he can

take to distress me.
After repeated trials, I have given up all hopes

of making him happy, or of finding myself easy in

my situation, and live with him at present to avoid

a greater inconvenience. Not that his ill-nature is

all the grievance of which I complain; exclusive of

the personal disgust I entertain for him, his folly is

of that species which disobliges rather than diverts,

and his vanity and affectation altogether intoler-

able ; for he actually believes himself, or at least

would impose himself upon mankind, as a pattern

of gallantrv and taste ; and, in point of busi aess, a

person of infinite sagacity and penetration. But
the most ridiculous part of his character is, his pre-

tended talent for politics, in which he so deeply

concerns himself, that he has dismissed many a good,

servant, because he suspected him of having wrong
connexions ; a theme upon which he has often

quarrelled with me, even almost to parting, accused

me with holding correspondence with the Earls of

B and C , and Mr. H V ,
though

I never had the least acquaintance with any of these

gentlemen, except the Earl of C , to whom I

have not spoken these ten years past.

In short, I have often been at a loss to know,
whether he was more mad and malicious in those

fits of enthusiasm, wherein he seemed transported

with zeal for the commonwealth, and tormented
me with his admonitions out of all temper and
patience. At length, however, I contrived an ex-

pedient which freed me from these troublesome

expostulations, and silenced him effectually on the

score of politics. This was no other than an
open avowal of being connected with all those

people whom I have named. Indeed, I knew him
too well to believe there was any thing solid in his

intention or professions, even when he carried him-
self so far as to demand a private audience of the

k , in order to communicate a scheme for sup-

pressing the rebellion ; and that being denied, soli-

cited the Duke of D——'s interest, for permission

to raise and head a regiment of Kentish smugglers.

Nay, to such a pitch did his loyalty soar, that he
purchased a firelock of particular mechanism, cal-

culated for the safety of the bearer, in case he had
been placed centinel at his Majesty's door, and kept

his horses ready caparisoned, with a view of at-

tending his sovereign to the field. Notwithstanding
all these pompous preparations, had he been put to

the proof, he would have infallibly crept out of his

engagements, through some sneaking evasion, his

imagination being very fertile in such saving pre-

tences. Yet he will talk sometimes so fervently,

and even sensibly, on the subject, that a stranger

would mistake him for a man of understanding,

and determined zeal for the good of his country.

Since my last return to his house, that act of

parliament passed, by which he was enabled to pay
his debts, and, among the rest, a thousand pounds

of my contracting, the only burden of that kind I

ever entailed upon him, exclusive of my pin-money,

which was never regularly paid ; nor would he

have been subject to this, had he not, by his perse-

cution and pursuit, exposed me to an extraordinary

expense. I have also had it in my power to reward

some of my faithful Abigails ; in particular, to

relieve from extreme distress that maid to whom,
as I have already observed, Lord B granted

an annuity, which she had sold ; so that she was
reduced to the most abject poverty, and I found her

in a dismal hole, with two infants perishing for want

;

a spectacle which drew tears from my eyes, and

indeed could not but make deep impression upon

an heart like mine, which the misery of my fellow-

creatures never failed to melt
Nor did I upon this occasion forget the attach-

ment and fidelity of my other woman Mrs. S ,

who hearing I was robbed in my passage through

Flanders, had generously relinquished the allowance

I had settled upon her at parting. The exercise of

such acts of humanity and benevolence, and the

pleasure of seeing my dear and tender parent often,

in some measure alleviate the chagrin to which I

am subject from the disagreeable disposition of my
lord, who, consistent with his former inconsistency,

upon our last reconciliation, cheerfully agreed to a

proposal I made of having concerts in the house,

and even approved of the scheme with marks of

particular satisfaction. But before one half of the

winter was expired, he fo;ind means to banish all

the company, beginning with Lord R B ,

who, as he walked up stairs one evening, was stop-

ped by a footman, who plainly told him he had

orders to say to him in particular, that his lordship

was not at home ; yet the very next day, perceiv-

ing that nobleman and me walking together in the

park, he joins us with an air of alacrity, as if no

such thing had happened, and even behaved to

Lord R with the most fawning complaisance.

His deportment was equally absurd and imperti-

nent to the rest of his friends, who forsook us gradu-

ally, being tired of maintaining any friendly com-

munication with such a disagreeable composition of
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ignorance and arrogance. For my own part, I look
upon him as utterly incorrigible

;
and, as tate had

subjected me to his power, endeavour to make
the bitter draught go down, by detaching myself as
much as possible from the supposition that there is

any such existence upon earth. Indeed, if I had
not fatal experience to the contrary, I should be
apt to believe that such a character is not to be
found among the sons of men ; because his conduct
is altogether unaccountable by the known rules
and maxims of life, and falls entirely under the
poet's observation, when he says,

"Tis true, no meaning puzzles more than wit.

Her ladyship having thus concluded her story,
to the entertainment of the company, and the ad-
miration of Peregrine, who expressed his astonish-
ment at the variety of adventures she had under-
gone, which was such as he thought sufficient to
destroy the most hardy and robust constitution,
and therefore infinitely more than enough to over-
whelm one of her delicate frame ; one of the
gentlemen present roundly taxed her with want of
candour, in suppressing some circumstances of her
life, which he thought essential in the consideration
of her character.

She reddened at this peremptory charge, which
had an evident effect upon the countenances of
the whole audience, when the accuser proceeded to
explain his imputation, by observing, that, in the
course of her narration, she had omitted to mention
a thousand acts of uncommon charity, of which he
himself knew her to be guilty ; and that she had
concealed a great many advantageous proposals of
marriage, which she might have accepted before
she was engaged.
The company were agreeably undeceived by this

explanation
; which her ladyship acknowledged in

very polite terms, as a compliment equally genteel
and unexpected. And our hero, after having
testified the sense he had of her complaisance and
condescension, in regaling him with a mark of her
confidence and esteem, took his leave, and went
home in a state of confusion and perplexity

;

for, from the circumstances of the tale he had
heard, he plainly perceived, that her ladyship's
heart was too delicate to receive such incense, as
he, in the capacity of an admirer, could at present
pay

; because, though he had in some measure
abridged the empire of Emilia in his own breast, it

was not in his own power to restrain it so effec-
tually, but that it would interfere with any other
sovereign whom his thoughts should adopt

; and,
unless Lady could engross his whole love,
time, and attention, he foresaw that it would be
impossible for him to support the passion which he
might have the good fortune to inspire. He was,
moreover,, deterred from declaring his love, by the
fate of her former admirers, who seemed to have
been wound up to a degree of enthusiasm, that
looked more like the effect of enchantment, than
the inspiration of human attractions ; an ecstacy
of passion which he durst not venture to undergo.
He therefore resolved to combat with the impres-
sions he had already received, and if possible,
cultivate her friendship without soliciting her
affection. But, before he could fix upon this de-
termination, he desired to know the footing on
which he stood in her opinion

;
and, by the intel-

ligence of Crabtree, obtained in the usual manner,
understood that her sentiments of him were very

favourable, though without the least tincture of
love. He would have been transported with jov,
had her thoughts of him been of a more tender
texture ; though his reason was better pleased with
the information he received ; in consequence of
which he mustered up the ideas of his first pas-
sion, and set them in opposition to those of this

new and dangerous attachment
; by which means

he kept the balance in equilibrio, and his bosom
tolerably quiet.

CHAPTER LXXXII.
He persuades Cadwallader to assume the character of a
Magician, in which he acquires a great share of Reputa-
tion, by his responses to three Females of Distinction, who

severally consult the researches of his Art.

His heart being thus, as it were, suspended between
two objects that lessened the force of each other's

attraction, he took this opportunity of enjoying
some respite, and for the present detached his

sentiments from both, resolving to indulge himself
in the exercise of that practical satire which was
so agreeable and peculiar to his disposition. In
this laudable determination he was confirmed by
the repeated suggestions of his friend Cadwallader,
who taxed him with letting his talents rust in

indolence, and stimulated his natural vivacity with
a succession of fresh discoveries in the world of
scandal.

Peregrine was now seized with a strange whim,
and when he communicated the conceit to Cad-
wallader, it in a moment acquired his approbation.
This notion he imparted in a proposal to subject
the town to their ridicule, by giving responses to the
character of a professed conjuror, to be personated
by the old misanthrope, whose aspect was extremely
well calculated for the purpose. The plan was
inline liately adjusted in all its parts ; an apartment
hired in a house accommodated with a public stair,

so that people might have free ingress and egress,
without being exposed to observation ; and this

tenement being furnished with the apparatus of a
magician, such as globes, telescopes, a magic lant-

horn, a skeleton, a dried monkey, together with
the skins of an alligator, otter, and snake, the con-
juror himself took possession of his castle, after
having distributed printed advertisements contain-
ing the particulars of his undertaking.

These bills soon operated according to the wish
of the projectors. As the price of the oracle was
fixed at half a guinea, the public naturally con-
cluded that the author was no common fortune-
teller ; and the very next day, Peregrine found
some ladies of his quality acquaintance infected
with the desire of making an experiment upon the
skill of this new conjuror, who pretended to be
just arrived from the Mogul's empire, where he
had learned the art from a Brachman philosopher.
Our young gentleman affected to talk of the pre-
tensions of this sage with ridicule and contempt,
and with seeming reluctance undertook to attend
them to his apartment, observing, that it would be
a very easy matter to detect the fellow's ignorance,
and no more than common justice to chastise him
for his presumption. Though he could easily per-
ceive a great fund of credulity in the company,
they affected to espouse his opinion, and, under the
notion of a frolic, agreed that one particular lady
should endeavour to baffle his art, by appearing
before him in the dress of her woman, who should
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at the same time personate her mistress, and be

treated as such by our adventurer, who promised

to squire them to the place. These measures being

concerted, and the appointment fixed for the next

audience day, Peregrine furnished his friend with

the necessary information ; and when the hour of

assignation arrived, conducted his charge to this

oraculous seer.

They were admitted by our hero's valet-de-

chambre, whose visage, being naturally meagre and

swarthy, was adorned with artificial whiskers ; so

that he became the Persian dress which he wore,

and seemed a very proper master of the ceremo-

nies to an ornamental necromancer. Having crossed

his arms upon his breasts, with an inclination of

the head, he stalked in solemn silence before them

into the penetralia of the temple, where they found

the conjuror sitting at a table, provided with pen,

ink, and paper, divers books, mathematical instru-

ments, and a long white wand lying across the

whole. He was habited in a black gown and fir

cap. His countenance, over and above a double

proportion of philosophic gravity, which he had

assumed for the occasion, was improved by a thick

beard, white as snow, that reached to his middle,

and upon each shoulder sat a prodigious large black

cat which had been tutored for the purpose.

Such a figure, which would have startled Pere-

grine himself, had not he been concerned in the

mystery, could not fail to make an impression upon

those whom he accompanied. The fictitious cham-

bermaid, in spite of all her natural pertness and

vivacity, changed colour when she entered the

room, while the pretended lady, whose intellects

were not quite so enlightened, began to tremble in

every joint, and ejaculate petitions to heaven for

her safety. Their conductor, advancing to the

table, presented his offering, and, pointing to the

maid, told him, that lady desired to know what

would be her destiny in point of marriage. The

philosopher, without "lifting up his eyes to view the

person in whose behalf he was consulted, turned

his ear to one of the sable familiars that purred

upon his shoulder, and, taking up the pen, wrote

upon a detached slip of paper these words, which

Peregrine, at the desire of the ladies, repeated

aloud :
" Her destiny will, in a great measure, de-

pend upon what happened to her about nine o'clock

in the morning on the third day of last December."

This sentence was no sooner pronounced, than

the counterfeit lady screamed, and ran into the

antechamber, exclaiming, " Christ have mercy upon

us ! Sure he is the devil incarnate !" Her mis-

tress, who followed her with great consternation,

insisted upon knowing the transaction to which

the response alluded ; and Mrs. Abigail, after some

recollection, gave her to understand that she had

an admirer, who, on that very hour and day men-

tioned by the cunning man, had addressed himself

to her in a serious proposal of marriage. This

explanation, however, was more ingenious than

candid; for the admirer was no other than the

identical Mr. Pickle himself, who was a mere dragon

among the chambermaids, and in his previous in-

formation communicated to his associate, had given

an account of this assignation, with which he had

been favoured by the damsel in question.

Our hero seeing his company very much affected

with the circumstance of the wizard's art, which

had almost frightened both mistress and maid into

hysteric fits, pretended to laugh them out of their

fears, by observing that there was nothing extra-

ordinary in this instance of his knowledge, which

might have been acquired by some of those secret

emissaries whom such impostors are obliged to

employ for intelligence, or imparted by the lover

himself, who had, perhaps, come to consult him

about the success of his amour. Encouraged by

this observation, or rather prompted by an insa-

tiable curiosity, which was proof against all sorts

of apprehension, the disguised lady returned to the

magician's own apartment, and assuming the air of

a pert chambermaid, "Mr. Conjurer," said she,

" now you have satisfied my mistress, will you be

so good as to tell me, if ever I shall be married ?"

The sage, without the least hesitation, favoured her

with an answer, in the following words: "You

cannot be married before you are a widow ;
and

whether or not that will ever be the case, is a

question which my art cannot resolve, because my
foreknowledge exceeds not theterm ofthirty years."

This reply, which at once cut her off from her

pleasing prospect of seeing herself independent in

the enjoyment of youth and fortune, in a moment

clouded her aspect; all her good humour was

overcast, and she went away, without further

enquiry, muttering in the rancour of her chagrin,

that he was a silly impertinent fellow, and a mere

quack in his profession. Notwithstanding the pre-

judice of this resentment, her conviction soon re-

curred ; and when the report of his answers was

made to those confederates by whom she had been

deputed to make trial cf his skill, they were uni-

versally persuaded that his art was altogether super-

natural, though each affected to treat it with

contempt, resolving in her own breast to have re-

course to him in private.
.

In the meantime, the maid, though laid under

the most peremptory injunctions of secrecy, was so

full of the circumstance which related to her own

conduct, that she extolled his prescience, m.whis-
pers to all acquaintances, assuring them, that he

had told her all the particulars of her life ;
so that

his fame was almost instantaneously conveyed,

through a thousand different channels, to all parts

of the town ; and the very next time he assumed

the chair, his doors were besieged by curious

people of all sects and denominations.

Bein<r an old practitioner in this art, Cadwallader

knew it would be impossible for him to support his

reputation in the promiscuous exercise of fortune-

telling, because every person that should come to

consult him would expect a sample of his skill re-

latino- to things past ; and it could not be supposed

that he was acquainted with the private concerns

of every individual who might apply to him for

that purpose. He therefore ordered his minister,

whom he distinguished by the name of Hadgi

Iionrk, to signify to all those who demanded en-

trance, that his price was half-a-guinea ;
and that

all such as were not disposed to gratify him with

that consideration, would do well to leave the pas-

sage free for the rest.

This declaration succeeded to his wish ;
tor tins

congregation consisted chiefly of footmen, cham-

bermaids, prentices, and the lower class of trades-

men, who could not afford to purchase prescience

at such a price; so that, after fruitless offers ot

shillings and half-crowns, they dropped off one by

one, and left the field open for customers of a nigli

1 d

The first person of this species who appeared was
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dressed like the wife of a substantial tradesman

;

but this disguise could not screen her from the
penetration of the conjurer, who at first sight knew
her to be one of the ladies of whose coming he had
been apprised by Peregrine, on the supposition that
their curiosity was rather inflamed than allayed by
the intelligence they had received from his first

client. This lady approached the philosopher with
that intrepidity of countenance so conspicuous in
matrons of her dignified sphere, and in a soft voice,
asked with a simper, of what complexion her next
child would be ? The necromancer, who was per-
fectly well acquainted with her private history,
forthwith delivered his response in the following
question, written in the usual form :

" How long has
Pompey the black been dismissed from your lady-
ship's service?"

Endued as she was with a great share of that for-
titude which is distinguished by the appellation of
effrontery, her face exhibited some signs of shame
and confusion at the receipt of this oracular interro-
gation, by which she was convinced of his extra-
ordinary intelligence ; and accosting him in a very
serious tone, " Doctor," said she, " I perceive you
are a person of great abilities in the art you profess

;

and therefore, without pretending to dissemble, I
will own you have touched the true string of my
apprehensions. I am persuaded I need not be more
particular in my inquiries. Here is a purse of
money

; take it, and deliver me from a most alarm-
ing and uneasy suspense." So saying, she deposited
her offering upon the table, and waited for his
answer, with a face of fearful expectation, while he
was employed in writing this sentence for her peru-
sal :

" Though I see into the womb of time, the
prospect is not perfectly distinct ; the seeds of future
events lie mingled and confused. So that I am under
the necessity of assisting my divination in some
cases, by analogy and human intelligence ; and can-
not possibly satisfy your present doubts, unless you
will condescend to make me privy to all those occur-
rences which you think might have interfered with
the cause ofyour apprehension."
The lady having read the declaration, affected a

small emotion of shyness and repugnance, and, seat-
ing herself upon a settee, after having cautiously
informed herself of the privacy of the apartment,
gave such a detail of the succession of her lovers, as
amazed while it entertained the necromancer, as
well as his friend Pickle, who, from a closet in
which he had concealed himself, overheard every
syllable of her confession. Cadwallader listened to
her story with a look of infinite importance and
sagacity, and after a short pause told her, that he
would not pretend to give a categorical answer,
until he should have deliberated maturely upon the
various circumstances of the affair; but if she
would take the trouble of honouring him with ano-
ther visit on his next public day, he hoped he should
be able to give her full satisfaction. Conscious of
the importance of her doubts, she could not help
commending his caution, and took her leave, with
a promise of returning at the appointed time. Then
the conjurer being joined by his associate, they
gave a loose to their mirth, which having indulged,
they began to concert measures for inflicting some
disgraceful punishment on the shameless and insa-
tiate termagant who had so impudently avowed her
own prostitution.

They were interrupted, however, in their con-
ference, by the arrival of a new guest, who being

announced by Hadgi, our hero retreated to his
lurking-place, and Cadwallader resumed his mys-
terious appearance. This new client, though she
hid her face in a mask, could not conceal herself
from the knowledge of the conjurer, who by her
voice recognized her to be an unmarried lady of
his own acquaintance. She had, within a small
compass of time, made herself remarkable for two
adventures, which had not at all succeeded to her
expectation. Being very much addicted to play, she
had, at a certain rout, indulged that passion to such
excess, as not only got the better of her justice, but
also of her circumspection ; so that she was unfor-
tunately detected in her endeavours to appropriate to

herself what was not. lawfully her due. This small
slip was attended with another indiscretion, which
had likewise an unlucky effect upon her reputation.
She had been favoured with the addresses of one of
those hopeful heirs who swarm and swagger about
town, under the denomination of bucks

;
and, in the

confidence of his honour, consented to be one of a
party that made an excursion as far as Windsor,
thinking herself secured from scandal by the com-
pany of another young lady, who had also conde-
scended to trust her person to the protection of her
admirer. The two gallants, in the course of this

expedition, were said to use the most perfidious
means to intoxicate the passions of their mistresses,
by mixing drugs with their wine, which inflamed
their constitutions to such a degree, that they fell

an easy sacrifice to the appetites of their con-
ductors, who, upon their return to town, were so
base and inhuman as to boast among their com-
panions of the exploit they had achieved. Thus
the story was circulated, with a thousand additional
circumstances to the prejudice of the sufferers, one
of whom had thought proper to withdraw into the
country, until the scandal raised at her expense
should subside ; while the other, who was not so
easily put out of countenance, resolved to outface
the report, as a treacherous aspersion, invented by
her lover as an excuse for his own inconstancy

;

and actually appeared in public, as usual, till she
found herself neglected by the greatest part of her
acquaintance.

In consequence of this disgrace, which she knew
not whether to impute to the card affair, or to the
last faux pas she had committed, she now came to
consult the coujurer, and signified her errand, by
asking whether the cause of her present disquiet
was of the town or the country ? Cadwallader at
once perceiving her allusion, answered her question
in these terms :

" This honest world will forgive a
young gamester for indiscretion at play, but a favour
granted to a babbling coxcomb is an unpardonable
offence." This response she received with equal
astonishment and chagrin

; and, fully convinced of
the necromancer's omniscience, implored his advice,
touching the retrieval of her reputation : upon
which he counselled her to wed with the first

opportunity. She seemed so well pleased with his
admonition, that she gratified him with a double
fee, and, dropping a low curtsey, retired.

Our undertakers now thought it high time to
silence the oracle for the day, and Hadgi was ac-
cordingly ordered to exclude all comers, while
Peregrine and his friend renewed the deliberations
which had been interrupted, and settled a plan of
operations for the next occasion. Meanwhile it

was resolved that Hadgi should not only exercise
his own talents, but also employ inferior agents,
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in procuring general intelligence for the support of

their scheme; that the expense of this ministry

should be defrayed from the profits of their pro-

fessions ; and the remainder be distributed to poor

families in distress.

CHAPTER LXXXTTT.

Peregrine and his friend Cadwallader proceed in the exercise

of the mystery of fortunetelling, in the course of which

they achieve various adventures.

These preliminaries being adjusted, our hero

forthwith repaired to a card assembly, which was

frequented by some of the most notable gossips m
town, and having artfully turned the conversation

upon the subject of the fortuneteller, whose talents

he pretended to ridicule, incensed their itch of

knowing secrets to such a degree of impatience,

that their curiosity became flagrant, and he took it

for granted, that "all or some of them would visit

Albumazar on his very first visiting day. While

Peregrine was thus engaged, his associate made his

appearance in another convocation of fashionable

people, where he soon had the pleasure of hearing

the conjurer brought upon the carpet by an elderly

gentlewoman, remarkable for her inquisitive dis-

position, who addressing herself to Cadwallader,

asked, by the help of the finger-alphabet, if he

knew any thing of the magician that made such a

noise in town? The misanthrope answered, as

usual, in a surly tone: "By your question you

must either take me for a pimp or an idiot. VV hat,

in the name of nonsense, should I know of such a

rascal, unless I were to court his acquaintance with

a view to feast my own spleen, in seeing him fool

the whole nation out of their money? Though, I

suppose, his chief profits arise from his practice, in

quality of pander. All fortunetellers are bawds,

and, for that reason, are so much followed by people

of fashion. This fellow, I warrant, has got sundry

convenient apartments for the benefit of procrea-

tion ; for it is not to be supposed that those who

visit him on the pretence of consulting his super-

natural art, can be such fools, such drivellers, as

to believe that he can actually prognosticate future

events."

The company, according to his expectation, im-

puted his remarks to the rancour of his disposition,

which could not bear to think that any person upon

earth was wiser than himself; and his ears were

regaled with a thousand instances of the conjurer's

wonderful prescience, for which he was altogether

indebted to fiction. Some of these specimens being

communicated to him by way of appeal to his

opinion, " They are," said he, " mere phantoms of

ignorance and credulity, swelled up in the repeti-

tion, like those unsubstantial bubbles which the

boys blow up in soap-suds with a tobacco-pipe.

And this will ever be the case in the propagation

of all extraordinary intelligence. The imagination

naturally magnifies every object that falls under its

cognizance, especially those that concern the pas-

sions of fear and admiration ; and when the occur-

rence comes to be rehearsed, the vanity of the

relater exaggerates every circumstance in order to

enhance the importance of the communication.

Thus an incident, which is but barely uncommon,

often gains such accession in its progress through

the fancies and mouths of those who represent it,

that the original fact cannot possibly be distin-

guished. This observation might be proved and

illustrated by a thousand undeniable examples, out

of which I "shall only select one instance, for the

entertainment and edification of the company. A
very honest gentleman, remarkable for the gravity

of his deportment, was one day in a certain coffee-

house accosted by one of liis particular friends,

who, taking him by the hand, expressed uncommon

satisfaction in seeing him abroad, and in good

health, after the dangerous and portentous malady

he had undergone. Surprised at this salutation,

the gentleman replied, it was true he had been a

little out of order over-night, but there was nothing

at all extraordinary in his indisposition. 'Jesu!

not extraordinary!' cried the other, 'when you

vomited three black crows.' This strange ex-

clamation the grave gentleman at first mistook for

raillery, though his friend was no joker; but per-

ceiving in him all the marks of sincerity and

astonishment, he suddenly changed his opinion,

and, after a short reverie, taking him aside, ex-

pressed himself in these words— ' Sir, it is not

unknown to you that I am at present engaged m a

treaty of marriage, which would have been settled

long ago, had it not been retarded by the repeated

machinations of a certain person who professed

himself my rival. Now I am fully persuaded that

this affair ofthe three crows is a story of his mven-^

tion, calculated to prejudice me m the opinion o.

the lady, who, to be sure, would not choose to marry

a man who has a rookery in his bowels; and

therefore I must insist upon knowing your autnor

of this scandalous report, that I may be able to

vindicate my character from the malicious asper-

sion ' His friend, who thought the demand was

very reasonable, told him, without hesitation, that

he was made acquainted with the circumstances of

his distemper by Mr. Such-a-one, their common

acquaintance; upon which the person who con-

ceived himself injured went immediately m quest

of his supposed defamer, and, having found him,

' Pray sir,' said he, with a peremptory tone, ' who

told 'you that I vomited three black crows ?
—

'Three''' answered the gentleman, 'I mentioned

two only."—'Zounds! Sir,' cried the other, in-

censed at his indifference, 'you will find the two

too many, if you refuse to discover the villanous

source of such calumny.' The gentleman, surprised

at his heat, said he was sorry to find he had been

the accidental instrument of giving him offence,

but translated the blame, if any there was, from

himself to a third person, to whose information he

owed his knowledge of the report. The plaintiff,

according to the direction he received, repaired to

the house of the accused ; and his indignation being

inflamed at finding the story had already circulated

among his acquaintance, he told him, with evident

marks of displeasure, that he was come to pluck

the same brace of crows which he said he had

disgorged. The defendant seeing him very niucli

irritated, positively denied that he had mentioned

a brace: 'One indeed,' said he, 'I own I took

notice of, upon the authority of your own physician,

who gave me an account of it this morning. —
' By the Lord!' cried the sufferer, in a rage, which

he could no longer contain, 'that rascal has been

suborned by my rival to slander my character in

this manner"; but I'll be revenged, if there be either

law or equity in England.' He had scarce pro-

nounced these words, when the doctor happened to

enter the room: when his exasperated patient lilt-

ing up his cane, 'Sirrah,' said he, 'if'I live, 1U
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make that black crow the blackest circumstance of
thy whole life and conversation.' The physician,

confounded at this address, assured him that he was
utterly ignorant of his meaning, and when the
other gentleman explained it, absolutely denied the
charge, affirming he had said no more than that he
had vomited a quantity of something as black as a
crow. The landlord of the house acknowledged
that he might have been mistaken ; and thus the

whole mystery was explained.

The company seeming to relish the story of the
three black crows, which they considered as an
impromptu of Cadwallader's own invention

; but,

granting it to be true, they unanimously declared
that it could have no weight in invalidating the tes-

timony of divers persons of honour, who had been
witnesses of the magician's supernatural skill. On
the next day of consultation, the necromancer being
in the chair, and his friend behind the curtain, the
outward door was scarce opened, when a female
visitant flounced in, and discovered to the magi-
cian the features of one of those inquisitive ladies,

whose curiosity, he knew, his confederate had
aroused in the manner above described. She ad-
dressed herself to him with a familiar air, observing,
that she had heard much of his great knowledge,
and was come to be a witness of his art, which she
desired him to display, in declaring what he knew
to be her ruling passion.

Cadwallader, who was no stranger to her dis-

position, assumed the pen without hesitation, and
furnished her with an answer, importing, that the
love of money predominated, and scandal possessed
the next place in her heart. Far from being of-

fended at his freedom, she commended his frank-
ness with a smile

; and, satisfied of his uncommon
talents, expressed a desire of being better acquainte d
with his person

;
nay, she began to catechise him

upon the private history of divers great families, in

which he happened to be well versed ; and he, in a
mysterious manner, dropt such artful hints of his
knowledge, that she was amazed at his capacity,
and actually asked if his art was communicable.
The conjurer replied in the affirmative

; but, at the
same time, gave her to understand, that it was
attainable by those only who were pure and unde-
filed in point of chastity and honour, or such as, by
a long course of penitence, had weaned themselves
from all attachments to the flesh. She not only
disapproved, but seemed to doubt the truth of this

assertion
; telling him, with a look of disdain, that

his art was not worth having, if one could not use
it for the benefit of one's pleasure ; she had even
penetration enough to take notice of an inconsis-
tency in what he had advanced ; and asked, why
he himself exercised his knowledge for hire, if he
was so much detached from all worldly concerns ?

" Come, come, doctor," added she, " you are in the
right to be cautious against impertinent curiosity,
but, perhaps, I may make it worth your while to
be communicative."

These overtures were interrupted by a rap at the
door, signifying the approach of another client;
upon which the lady inquired for his private pas-
sage through which she might retire, without the
risk of being seen. When she understood he was
deficient in that convenience, she withdrew into an
empty room adjoining to the audience-chamber, in
order to conceal herself from the observation of
the new comer. This was no other than the ina-
morata, who came, by appointment, to receive the

solution of her doubts ; and the misanthrope, glad
of an opportunity to expose her to the censure of
such an indefatigable minister of fame as the per-
son who he knew would listen from the next apart-
ment, laid her under the necessity of refreshing his

remembrance with a recapitulation of her former
confession, which was almost finished, when she
was alarmed by a noise at the door, occasioned by
two gentlemen, who attempted to enter by force.

Terrified at this uproar, which disconcerted the
magician himself she ran for shelter into the place
which was pre-occupied by the other lady, who,
hearing this disturbance, had closed the window-
shutters, that she might have the better chance of
remaining unknown. Here they ensconced them-
selves in the utmost consternation, while the necro-
mancer, after some recollection, ordered Hadgi to
open the door, and admit the rioters, who, he hoped,
would be overawed by the authority of his appear-
ance. The janitor had no sooner obeyed his in-

structions, than in rushed a young libertine, who
had been for some time upon the town, together
with his tutor, who was a worn-out debauchee,
well known to the magician. They were both in
that degree of intoxication necessary to prepare
such dispositions for what they commonly call fro-

lics, and the sober part of mankind feel to be extra-
vagant outrages against the laws of their country,
and the peace of their fellow-subjects. Having
staggered up to the table, the senior, who under^
took to be spokesman, saluted Cadwallader with,
" How do'st do, old Capricorn ? Thou seem'st to
be a most venerable pimp, and, I doubt not, hast
abundance of discretion. Here is this young whore-
master, a true chip of the old venereal block his
father, and myself, come for a comfortable cast of
thy function. I don't mean that stale pretence of
conjuring—d—n futurity ; let us live for the pre-
sent, old Haly. Conjure me up a couple of hale
wenches, and, I warrant we shall get into the magic
circle in a twinkling. What says Galileo ? What
says the Reverend Brahe? Here is a purse, you
pimp. Hark, how it chinks ! This is sweeter
than the music of the spheres."
Our necromancer, perplexed at this rencontre,

made no reply
; but, taking up his wand, waved it

around his head in a very mysterious motion, with
a view of intimidating these forward visitants, who,
far from being awed by this sort of evolution, be-
came more and more obstreperous, and even threat-
ened to pull him by the beard, if he would not
immediately comply with their desire. Had he
called his associate, or even Hadgi, to his aid, he
knew he could have soon calmed their turbulence

;

but, being unwilling to run the risk of a discovery,
or even of a riot, he bethought himself of chastising
their insolence in another manner, that would be
less hazardous, and rather more effectual. In con-
sequence of this suggestion, he pointed his wand
towards the door of the apartment in which the
ladies had taken sanctuary ; and the two rakes, un-
derstanding the hint, rushed in without hesitation.
The females, finding their place of retreat taken

by assault, ran about the room in great conster-
nation, and were immediately taken prisoners by
the assailants, who, pulling them towards the win
dows, opened the shutters at the same instant of
time, when, strange to tell ! one of the heroes dis-
covered in the prize he had made, the very wife of
his bosom ; and his companion perceived that he
had stumbled in the dark upon his own mother.

A A
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Their mutual astonishment was unspeakable at this

eclaircissement, which produced an universal silence

for the space of several minutes. During this pause,

the ladies having recollected themselves, an expos-

tulation was begun by the elder of the two, who

roundly took her son to task for his disorderly life,

which laid her under the disagreeable necessity of

watching his motions, and detecting him in such an

infamous place.

While the careful mother thus exercised her talent

for reprehension, the hopeful young gentleman,

with an hand in each fob, stood whistling an opera

tune, without seeming to pay the most profound

regard to his parent's reproof; and the other lady,

in imitation of such a consummate pattern, began

to open upon her husband, whom she bitterly re-

proached with his looseness and intemperance,

demanding to know what he had to allege in alle-

viation of his present misconduct. The surprise

occasioned by such an unexpected meeting, had

already, in a great measure, destroyed the effects of

the wine he had so plentifully drank, and the first

use he made of his recovered sobriety, was to re-

volve within himself the motives that could possi-

bly induce his wife to give him the rendezvous in

this manner. As he had good reason to believe

she was utterly void of jealousy, he naturally

placed this rencontre to the account of another

passion ; and his chagrin was not at all impaired

by the effrontery with which she now presumed to

reprimand him. He Estened to her, therefore, with

a grave or rather grim aspect ; and to the question

with which she concluded her rebuke, answered,

with great composure, " All that I have to allege,

madam, is, that the bawd has committed a mistake,

in consequence of which we are both diaappointed

;

and so, ladies, your humble servant." So saying,

he retired, with manifest confusion in his looks ;

and as he passed through the audience-chamber,

eyeing the conjurer askance, pronounced the epi-

thet of precious rascal, wi:h great emphasis. Mean-

while, the junior, like a dutiful child, handed his

mamma to her chair ; and the other client, after

having reviled the necromancer, because he could

not foresee this event, went away in a state of mor-

tification.

The coast being clear, Peregrine came forth from

his den, and congratulated his friend upon the

peaceable issue of the adventure which he had

overheard ;
but, that he might not be exposed to

such inconvenience for the future, they resolved,

that a grate should be fixed in the middle of the_

outward door, through which the conjurer himself

might reconnoitre all the visitants, before their

admission ; so that, to those whose appearance he

might not like, Hadgi should, without opening, give

notice, that his master was engaged. By this ex-

pedient too, they provided against those difficulties

which Cadwallader must have encountered, in

giving satisfaction to strangers, whom he did not

know: for the original intention of the founders

was to confine the practice of their art to people of

fashion only, most of whom were personally known
to the counterfeit magician and his coadjutors.

Indeed these associates, Cadwallader in par-

ticular, notwithstanding his boasted insight into

the characters of life, never imagined that his

pretended skill would be consulted by any but the

weaker minded of the female sex, incited by that

spirit of curiosity which he knew was implanted in

their nature
;
but, in the course of his practice, he

found himself cultivated in his preternatural ca-

pacity by people of all sexes, complexions, and

degrees of reputation, and had occasion to observe,

that, when the passions are concerned, howsoever

cool, cautious, and deliberate the disposition may
otherwise be, there is nothing so idle, frivolous, or

absurd, to which they will not apply for encourage-

ment and gratification. The last occurrence, ac-

cording to the hopes and expectation of the

confederates, was whispered about by the ladies

concerned, in such a manner, that the whole affair

was in a few days the universal topic of discourse,

in which it was retailed with numberless embellish-

ments, invented by the parties themselves, who had

long indulged a pique at each other, and took this

opportunity of enjoying their revenge.

These incidents, while they regaled the spleen,

at the same time augmented the renown of the

conjurer, who was described on both sides as a

very extraordinary person in his way; and the

alteration in his door was no sooner performed,

than he had occasion to avail himself of it, against

the intrusion of a great many, with whom he would

have found it very difficult to support the fame he

had acquired.

Among those who appeared at his grate, he per-

ceived a certain clergyman, whom he had long

known an humble attendant on the great, and with

some the reputed minister of their pleasures. This

Levite had disguised himself in a great coat, boots,

and dress quite foreign to the habit worn by those

of his function ;
and, being admitted, attempted to

impose himself as a country squire upon the con-

jurer, who, calling him by his name, desired him to

sit down. This reception corresponding with the

report he had heard, touching our magieian's art,

the doctor said he would lay aside all dissimulation.

After having professed an implicit belief, that his

supernatural knowledge did not proceed from any

communication with evil spirits, but was the im-

mediate gift of heaven, he declared the intention

of his coming, was to inquire into the health of a

good friend and brother of his, who possessed a

certain living in the country, which he named;

and, as he was old and infirm, to know what space

of time was allotted to him in this frail state of

mortality, that he might have the melancholy sa-

tisfaction of attending him in his last moments, and

assisting him in his preparations for eternity.

The conjurer, who at once perceived the purport

of this question, after a solemn pause, during which

he seemed absorbed in contemplation, delivered

this response to his consulter :
" Though I foresee

some occurrences, I do not pretend to be omniscient.

I know not to what age that clergy man's life will

extend ; but so far I can penetrate into the womb
of time, as to discern, that the incumbent will

survive his intended successor." This dreadful

sentence in a moment banished the blood from the

face of the appalled consulter, who, hearing his own

doom pronounced, began to tremble in every joint;

he lifted up his eyes in the agony of fear, and

saying, " The will "of God he done," withdrew in

silent despondence, his teeth chattering with terror

and dismay.

This client was succeeded by an old man about

the age of seventy-five, who being resolved to

purchase a lease, desired to be determined in the

term of years by the necromancer's advice, ob-

serving, that, as he had no children of his own

bodv, and had no regard for his heirs at law, the
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purchase 'would be made with a view to his own
convenience only ; and therefore, considering his

age, he himself hesitated in the period of the lease,

between thirty and threescore years.

The conjurer, upon due deliberation, advised him
to double the last specified term, because he distin-

guished in his features something portending ex-

treme old age and second childhood, and he ought
to provide for that state of incapacity, which other-

wise would be attended with infinite misery and
affliction. The superannuated wretch, thunderstruck
with this prediction, held up his hands, and in the

first transports of his appi'ehension, exclaimed,
" Lord have mercy upon me ! I have not where-
withal to purchase such a long lease, and I have
long outlived all my friends ; what then must be-

come of me, sinner that I am, one hundred and
twenty years hence !" Cadwallader, who enjoyed
his terror, under pretence of alleviating bis con-

cern, told him that what he had prognosticated did

not deprive him of the means which he and everj-

person had in their power, to curtail a life of mis-
fortune ; and the old gentleman went away, seem-
ingly comforted with the assurance, that it would
always be in his power to employ an halter for his

own deliverance.

Soon after the retreat of this elder, the magician
was visited by one of those worthies known among
the Romans by the appellation of Heredipeies, who
had amassed a large fortune by a close attention to

the immediate wants and weakness of raw inex-
perienced heirs. This honourable usurer bad sold

an annuity upon the life of a young spendthrift,

being thereto induced by the affirmation of his

phj sician, who had assured him his patient's con-
stitution was so rotten, that he could not live one
year to an end. He had, nevertheless, made shift

to weather eighteen months, and now seemed more
vigorous and healthy than he had ever been known

:

for he was supposed to have nourished an heredi-
tary pox from his cradle. Alarmed at this altera-

tion, the seller came to consult Cadwallader, not
only about the life of the annuitant, but also con-
cerning the state of his health at the time of his

purchasing the annuity, purposing to sue the phy-
sician for false intelligence, should the conjurer
declare that the young man was sound when the
doctor pronounced him diseased. But this was a
piece of satisfaction he did not obtain from the
misanthrope, who, in order to punish his sordid
disposition, gave him to understand, that the phy-
sician had told him the truth, and nothing but the
truth

; and that the young gentleman was in a fair

way of attaining a comfortable old age. " That is

to say," cried the client, in the impatience of his

mortification at this answer, " bating accidents

;

for, thank God, the annuitant does not lead the
most regular life. Besides, I am credibly informed
he is choleric and rash, so that he may be concerned
in a duel. Then there are such things as riots in

the street, in which a rake's skull may be casually
cracked ; he may be overturned in a coach, overset
in the river, thrown from a vicious horse, over-
taken with a cold, endangered by a surfeit; but
What I place my chief coafidence in, is an hearty
pox, a distemper which hath been fatal to his whole
family. Not but that the issue of all these things
is uncertain, and expedients might be found which
would more effectually answer the purpose. I
know they have arts in India, by which a man can
secure his own interest, in the salutation of a

friendly shake by the hand ; and I don't doubt that

you, who have lived in that country, are master of
the secret. To be sure, if you was inclined to com-
municate such a nostrum, there are abundance of

people who would purchase it at a very high price."

Cadwallader understood this insinuation, and was
tempted to amuse him in such a manner as would
tend to his disgrace and confusion

; but, consider-

ing that the case was of too criminal a nature to

be tampered with, he withstood his desire of pun-
ishing this rapacious cormorant any other way than

by telling him he would not impart the secret for

his whole fortune ten times doubled ; so that the

usurer retired, very much dissatisfied with the issue

of his consultation.

The next person who presented himself at this

altar of intelligence, was an author, who recom-
mended himself to a gratis advice, by observing,

that a prophet and poet were known by the same
appellation among the ancients ; and that, at this

day, both the one and the other spoke by inspiration.

The conjurer refused to own this affinity, which,
he said, formerly subsisted, because both species of
the Vatcs were the children of fiction ; but as he
himself did not fall under that predicament, he
begged leave to disown all connexion with the

family of the poets ; and the poor author would
have been dismissed without his errand, though he
offered to leave an ode as security for the magician's
fee, to be paid from the profits of his first third

night, had not Cadwallader's curiosity prompted
him to know the subject of this gentleman's inquiry.

He therefore told him, that, in consideration of his

genius, he would for once satisfy him without a

fee ; and desired him to specify the doubts in which
he wished to be resolved.

The son of Parnassus, glad of this condescension,

for which he thanked the necromancer, gave him to

understand, that he had some time before presented
a play in manuscript to a certain great man, at the

head of taste, who had not only read and approved
the performance, but also undertaken to introduce

and support it on the stage ; that he, the author, was
assured by this patron, that the play was already,

in consequence of his recommendation, accepted by
one of the managers, who had faithfully promised
to bring it to light ; but that when he waited on
this said manager, to know when he intended to

put his production in rehearsal, the man declared
he had never seen or heard of the piece. " Now,
Mr. Conjurer," said he, " I want to know whether
or not my play has been presented, and if I have
any sort of chance of seeing it acted this winter."

Cadwallader, who had, in his younger days,

sported among the theatrical muses, began to lose

his temper at this question, which recalled the
remembrance of his own disappointments ; and
despatched the author with an abrupt answer, im-
porting that the affairs of the stage were altogether
without the sphere of his divination, being entirelv
regulated by the daemons of dissimulation, igno-
rance, and caprice.

It would be an endless task to recount every in

dividual response which our magician delivered in

the course of his conjuration. He was consulted
in all cases of law, physic, and trade, over and
above the ordinary subjects of marriage and forni-

cation ; his advice and assistance were solicited hy
sharpers, who desired to possess an infallible me-
thod of cheating unperceived

; by fortune-hunters,
who wanted to make prize of widows and heiresses;

A A 2
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by debauchees, who were disposed to lie with other

men's wives
; by coxcombs, who longed for the

death of their fathers ; by wenches with child, who
wished themselves rid of their burdens ; by mer-

chants, who had insured above value, and thirsted

after the news of a wreck ; by underwriters, who
prayed for the gift of prescience, that they might

venture money upon such ships only as should per-

form the voyage in safety; by Jews, who wanted

to foresee the fluctuations of stock ; by usurers,

who advance money upon undecided causes ; by
clients, who were dubious of the honesty of their

counsel. In short, all matters of uncertain issue

were appealed to this tribunal ;
and, in point of

calculation, De Moivre, was utterly neglected.

CHAPTER LXXXIV.
The Conjurer and his Associate execute a plan of Vengeance

against certain Infidels who pretend to despise their

Art; and Peregrine achieves an Adventure with a young

Nobleman.

By these means, the whole variety of characters,

undisguised, passed, as it were, in review before the

confederates, who, by divers ingenious contrivances,

punished the most flagrant offenders with as much
severity as the nature of their plan would allow. At
length "they projected a scheme for chastising a num-

ber of their own acquaintance, who had all along

professed the utmost contempt for the talent of this

conjurer, which they endeavoured to ridicule in all

companies, where his suprising art was the subject of

discourse; not that they had sense and discernment

enough to perceive the absurdity of his pretensions,

but affected a singularity of opinion, with a view

of insulting the inferior understandings of those

who were deceived by such an idle impostor.

Peregrine, indeed, for obvious reasons, had al-

ways espoused their judgment in this case, and

joined them in reviling the public character of his

friend. But he knew how far the capacities of

those virtuosi extended, and had frequently caught

them in the fact of recounting their exploits against

the conjurer, which were the productions of their

own invention only. On these considerations, his

wrath was kindled against them, and he accordingly

concerted measures with his coadjutor, for over-

whelming them with confusion and dismay.

In the first place, a report was spread by his

emissaries, that the magician had undertaken to en-

tertain their view with the appearance of any person

whom his customers should desire to see, whether

dead, or at the distanee of a thousand leagues.

This extraordinary proposal chancing to be the

subject of conversation in a place where most of

those infidels were assembled, they talked of it in

the usual style, and some of them swore the fellow

ought to be pilloried for his presumption.

Our hero, seizing this favourable opportunity,

acquiesced in their remarks, and observed, with

great vehemence, that it would be a meritorious

action to put the rascal to the proof, andthen toss him
in a blanket for non-performance. They were won-

derfully pleased with this suggestion, and forthwith

determined to try the experiment ;
though, as they

understood the apparition would be produced to

one only at a time, they could not immediately

agree in" the choice of the person who should stand

the first brunt of the magician's skill. While each

of them severally excused himself from this pre-

ference on various pretences, Peregrine readily

undertook the post, expressing great confidence of

the conjurer's incapacity to give him the least cause

of apprehension.

This point being settled, they detached one of

their number to Crabtree, in order to bespeak and
adjust the hour and terms of the operation, which
he insisted upon performing at his own apartment,

where everything was prepared for the occasion.

At the appointed time, they went thither in a body,

to the number of seven, in full expectation of de-

tecting the impostor ; and were received with such

gloomy formality, as seemed to have an effect upon
the countenances of some among them ; though
they were encouraged by the vivacity of Pickle,

who affected a double share of petulance, for the

more effectual accomplishment of his purpose.

Cadwallader made no reply to the interrogations

they uttered, in the levity of their insolence, at the

first entrance, but ordered Hadgi to conduct them
through the next room, that they might see there

was no previous apparatus to affright their deputy

with objects foreign to his undertaking. They
found nothing but a couple of wax tapers burning

on a table that stood with a chair by it in the mid-

dle of the apartment, and returned to the audience

chamber, leaving Peregrine by himself, to encounter

the phantom of that person whom they should,

without his knowledge, desire the magician to con-

jure up to his view.

All the doors being shut, and the company
seated, a profound silence ensued, together with a

face of dreadful expectation, encouraged by the

blue flame of the candles, which were tipped with

sulphur for that purpose, and heightened by the

dismal sound of a large bell, which Hadgi tolled in

the antechamber. Cadwallader having thus prac-

tised upon their ignorance and fear, desired them
to name the person to be produced. After some

whispers among themselves, one of them took the

pen, and, writing the name of Commodore Trun-

nion upon a slip of paper, put it into the hands of

the magician, who rose from his seat, and, opening

the door of his closet, displayed to their view a

skull, with thigh bones crossed, upon a table covered

with black cloth.

This melancholy spectacle made a remarkable

impression upon the imaginations of the company,

already prepossessed by the previous ceremony

;

and they began to survey one another with looks of

consternation, while Cadwallader, shutting himself

in the closet, that was contiguous to the chamber

in which his friend Peregrine was stationed, thrust

the label with his uncle's name through a small

chink in the partition, according to agreement,

muttering at the time a sort of gibberish, that

increased the panic of his audience ; then returning

to his chair, the knell was tolled again, and Pickle

called aloud, "D—n your mummery, why don't

you despatch ?
"

This was a signal to Crabtree, who thus certified

of his having received the paper, stood up and

waved his wand in the figure of an S. The motion

being thrice performed, their ears were all of a

sudden invaded by a terrible noise in the next

room, accompanied with the voice of Peregrine,

who exclaimed, in a tone of horror and amazement,
" Guard me, Heaven ! my uncle Trunnion 1" This

ejaculation had such an effect upon the hearers,

that two of them swooned with fear, a third fell

upon his knees, and prayed aloud, while the other

three, in a transport of dismay and distraction,

burst open the door, and rushed into the haunted
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chamber, where they found the table and chair
overturned, and Peregrine extended (in all ap-
pearance) without sense or motion upon the floor.

They immediately began to chafe his temples,
and the first symptom of his recovery which they
perceived was a hollow groan ; after which he
pronounced these words :

" Merciful powers ! if I
live I saw the commodore with his black patch, in

the very clothes he wore at my sister's wedding."
This declaration completed their astonishment and
terror

; they observed a wildness in his looks, which
he seemed to bend on something concealed from
their view ; and were infected by his appearance
to such a pitch of superstition, that it would have
been an easy matter to persuade them that the
chair and table were apparitions of their forefathers.
However, they conducted Peregrine into the council
chamber, where the conjurer and Hadgi were em-
ployed in ministering to those who had fainted.
The patients having retrieved the use of their
faculties, Cadwallader, assuming a double portion
of severity in his aspect, asked if they were not
ashamed of their former incredulity

; declaring,
that he was ready to give them more convincing
proofs of his art upon the spot, and would im-
mediately recall three generations of their pro-
genitors from the dead, if they were disposed to
relish such company. Then turning to one of them,
whose grandfather had been hanged, " Are you,"
said he, " ambitious of seeing the first remarkable
personage of your family ? Say the word, and he
shall appear."

This youth, who had been the most insolent and
obstreperous in the whole society, and was now
depressed with the same proportion of fear, alarmed
at the proposal, assured the magician he had no
curiosity of that sort remaining ; and that what he
had already seen would, he hoped, have a good
effect upon his future life and conversation. Every
one of these heroes made an acknowledgment and
profession of the same kind, some of which were
attended with tears ; and Hadgi having provided
chairs for the whole company, they departed ex-
ceedingly crest-fallen. Two of the number actually
sickened with the agitation they had undergone,
while our hero and his associate made themselves
merry with the success of their enterprise.

_
But this scheme of fortune-telling did not engross

his whole attention ; he still continued to maintain
his appearance in the beau monde

;
and, as his

expense far exceeded his income, strove to contract
intimacies with people of interest and power ; he
showed himself regularly at court, paid his respects
to them in all places of public diversion, and
frequently entered into their parties, either of
pleasure or cards. In the course of this cultivation,
he happened one evening, at a certain chocolate-
house, to overlook a match at piquet, in which he
perceived a couple of sharpers making a prey of a
young nobleman, who had neither temper nor skill
sufficient to cope with such antagonists.
Our hero, being a professed enemy to all knights

of industry, could not bear to see them cheat in
public with such insolent audacity. Under pretence
of communicating some business of importance, he
begged the favour of speaking to the young gentle-
man in another corner of the room, and in a
friendly manner cautioned him against his op-
ponents. This hot-headed representative, far from
thinking or owning himself obliged to Pickle for
his good counsel, looked upon his advice as an

insult upon his understanding; and replied, with an
air of ferocious displeasure, that he knew how to
take care of his own concerns, and would not suffer
either him or them to bubble him out of a shilling.

Peregrine, offended at the association, as well as
at the ingratitude and folly of this conceited cox-
comb, expressed his resentment, by telling him,
that he expected at least an acknowledgment for
his candid intention

; but he found his intellects too
much warped by his vanity to perceive his own
want of capacity and experience. Inflamed by
this reproof, the young nobleman challenged him
to play for five hundred pounds, with many op-
probrious, or at least contemptuous terms of defiance,
which provoked our hero to accept the proposal.
After the other had disengaged himself from the
old rooks, who were extremely mortified at the
interruption, the two young champions sat down,
and fortune acting with uncommon impartiality,
Pickle, by the superiority of his talents, in two
hours won to the amount of as many thousand
pounds, for which he was obliged to take his
antagonist's note, the sharpers having previously
secured his ready money.

Frantic with his loss, the rash young man would
have continued the game, and doubled stakes every
time ; so that Peregrine might have increased his
acquisition to ten times the sum he had gained

;

but he thought he had already sufficiently chastised
the presumption of the challenger, and was un-
willing to empower fortune to ravish him from the
fruits of his success ; he therefore declined my
lord's proposal, unless he would play for ready
money ; and his lordship having in vain tried his
credit among the company, our adventurer with-
drew, leaving him in an ecstasy of rage and
disappointment.

As the insolence of his behaviour had increased
with his ill luck, and he had given vent to divers
expressions which Peregrine took amiss, our young
gentleman resolved to augment his punishment, by
teasing him with demands which could not, he
knew, be immediately satisfied ; and next day sent
Pipes to his father's house with the note, which
was drawn payable upon demand. The debtor, who
had gone to bed half distracted with his misfortune,
finding himself waked with such a disagreeable
dun, lost all patience, cursed Pickle, threatened
his messenger, blasphemed with horrible execra-
tions, and made such a noise as reached the ears of
his father, who, ordering his son to be called into
his presence, examined him about the cause of that
uproar, which had disturbed the whole family. The
young gentleman, after having essayed to amuse
him with sundry equivocations, which served only
to increase his suspicion, and desire of knowing
the truth, acknowledged that he had lost some
money over night at cards, to a gamester who had
been so impertinent as to send a message, demanding
it that morning, though he had told the fellow that
it would not suit him to pay him immediately. The
father, who was a man of honour, reproached him
with great severity for his profligate behaviour in
general, and this scandalous debt in particular,
which he believed to be some trifle ; then giving
him a bank note for five hundred pounds, com-
manded him to go and discharge it without loss of
time. This well-principled heir took the money

;

but, instead of waiting upon his creditor, he forth-
with repaired to the gaming-house, in hopes of
retrieving his loss

; and, before he rose from the
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table, saw his note mortgaged for seren-eighths of

its value.

Meanwhile, Pickle, incensed at the treatment

which his servant had received, and informed of his

lordship's second loss, which aggravated his resent-

ment, determined to preserve no medium ; and,

taking out a writ the same day, put it immediately

in execution upon the body of his debtor, just as

he stept into his chair at the door of White's

Chocolate-house. The prisoner being naturally

fierce and haughty, attempted to draw upon the

bailiffs, who disarmed him in a twinkling; and this

effort served only to heighten his disgrace ; which
was witnessed by a thousand people, most of whom
laughed very heartily at the adventure of a lord's

being arrested.

Such a public transaction could not long escape

the knowledge of his father, who that very day had
the satisfaction to hear that his son was in a
spunging-house. In consequence of this informa-

tion, he sent his steward to learn the particulars of

the arrest, and was equally offended, surprised, and
concerned, when he understood the nature of the

debt, which he imagined his son had already dis-

charged. Unwilling to pay such a considerable

sum for a spendthrift, whom he had but too much
indulged, and who in less than one week might
involve himself in such another difficulty, the old

gentleman wrote a letter to Peregrine, representing

what a hardship it would he upon him to forfeit

such sums by the indiscretion of a son, whose
engagements he was not bound to fulfil, and de-

siring some mitigation in his demand, as it was not

a debt contracted for value received, but incurred

without subjecting him to the least damage or
inconvenience.

Our adventurer no sooner received this letter,

than he went in person to wait upon the author, to

whom he, in a candid manner, related the par-

ticular circumstances of the match, together with
the ingratitude and audacity of his son, which he
owned had stimulated him to such measures as he
otherwise would have scorned to take. The noble-

man acknowledged that the revenge was hardly
adequate to the provocation, and condemned the

conduct of his son with such justice and integrity,

as disarmed Peregrine of his resentment, and dis-

posed him to give an undoubted proof of his own
disinterestedness, which he immediately exhibited,

by producing the note, and tearing it to pieces,

after having assured his lordship that the writ

should be withdrawn, and the prisoner discharged
before night.

The earl, who perfectly well understood the
value of money, and was no stranger to the cha-

racters of mankind, stood amazed at this sacrifice,

which Pickle protested was offered by his esteem
for his lordship

; and, after having complimented
him upon his generosity, in a very uncommon
strain of encomium, begged the favour of his

acquaintance, and insisted upon his dining with
him next day. The youth, proud of having met
with such an opportunity to distinguish himself, in

less than an hour performed every article of his

promise ; and in. the morning was visited by the
debtor, who came, by the express order of his

father, to thank him for the obligation under which
he was laid, and to ask pardon for the offence he
had given.

This condescension was very glorious for our
hero, who graciously received his submission, and

accompanied him to dinner, where he was caressed

by the old earl with marks of particular affection

and esteem. Nor was his gratitude confined to

exterior civility ; he offered him the use of his

interest at court, which was very powerful, and
repeated his desire of serving him so pressingly,

that Peregrine thought he could not dispense with
the opportunity of assisting his absent friend God-
frey, in whose behalf he begged the influence of

his lordship.

The earl, pleased with this request, which was
another proof of the young gentleman's benevo-
lence, said, he would not fail to pay the utmost
regard to his recommendation ; and in six weeks a

captain's commission was actually signed for the

brother of Emilia, who was very agreeably sur-

prised at the intimation he received from the war
office, though he was utterly ignorant of the canal

through which he obtained that promotion.

CHAPTER LXXXV.
Peregrine is celebrated as a Wit and Patron, and proceeds to

entertain himself at the expense of whom it did concern.

Is the mean time, Peregrine flourished in the gay
scenes of life, and, as I have already observed, had
divers opportunities of profitiug in the way of
marriage, had not his ambition been a little

too inordinate, and his heart still biassed by a
passion, which all the levity of youth could not

balance, nor all the pride of vanity overcome. Nor
was our hero unmarked in the world of letters and
taste. He had signalized himself in several poetical

productions, by which he had acquired a good
share of reputation. Not that the pieces were such

as ought to have done much honour to his genius ;

but any tolerable performance from a person of his

figure and supposed fortune, will always be con-

sidered by the bulk of readers as an instance of

astonishing capacity
;
though the very same pro-

duction, ushered into the world with the name of

an author in less affluent circumstances, would be

justly disregarded and despised ; so much is the

opinion of most people influenced and overawed by
ridiculous considerations.

Be this as it will, our young gentleman was no
sooner distinguished as an author, than he was
marked out as a patron by all the starving retainers

to poetry ; he was solemnized in odes, celebrated

in epigrams, and fed with the milk of soft dedica-

tion. His vanity even relished this incense
;
and,

though his reason could not help despising those

that offered it, not one of them was sent away
unowned by his munificence. He began to think

himself, in good earnest, that superior genius which

their flattery had described ; he cultivated acquaint-

ance with the wits of fashion, and even composed in

secret a number of bons mots, which he uttered in

company as the impromptus of his imagination.

In this practice, indeed, he imitated some of the

most renowned geniuses of the age, who, if the

truth were known, have laboured in secret, with

the sweat of their brows, for many a repartee

which they have vended as the immediate produc-

tion of fancy and expression. He was so success-

ful in this exercise of his talents, that his fame

actually came in competition with that great man
who had long sat at the helm of wit ; and, in a

dialogue that once happened between them, on the

subject of a cork-screw, wherein the altercation

was discharged (according to Bayes), slap for slap.
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dash for dash, our hero was judged to have the

hetter of his lordship, by some of the minor satel-

lites, that commonly surround and reflect the rays

of such mighty luminaries.

In a word, he dipped himself so far in these

literary amusements, that he took the management
of the pit into his direction, putting himself at the

head of those critics who call themselves the town

;

and in that capacity chastised several players, who
had been rendered insolent and refractory by un-
merited success. As for the new productions of the

stage, though generally unspirited and insipid, they
always enjoyed the benefit of his influence and
protection ; because he never disliked the perform-
ance so much as he sympathised with the poor
author, who stood behind the scenes in the most
dreadful suspense, trembling, as it were, on the

very brink of damnation. Yet, though he extended
his generosity and compassion to the humble and
needy, he never let slip one opportunity of mor-
tifying villany and arrogance. Had the executive
power of the legislature been vested in him, he
would have doubtless devised strange species of

punishment for all offenders against humanity and
decorum

; but, restricted as he was, he employed
his invention in subjecting them to the ridicule and
contempt of their fellow-subjects.

It was with this view he set on foot the scheme
of conjuration, which was still happily carried on,

and made use of the intelligence of his friend Cad-
wallader

; though he sometimes converted this ad-
vantage to the purposes of gallantry, being, as the
reader may have perceived, of a very amorous com-
plexion. He not only acted the reformer, or rather
the castigator, in the fashionable world, but also

exercised his talents among the inferior class of
people, who chanced to incur his displeasure.

One mischievous plan that entered our hero's

imagination, was suggested by two advertisements
published in the same paper, by persons who
wanted to borrow certain sums of money, for which
they promised to give undeniable security. Pere-
grine, from the style and manner of both, concluded
they were written by attorneys, a species of people
for whom he entertained his uncle's aversion. In
order to amuse himself and some of his friends
with their disappointment, he wrote a letter signed
A. B. to each advertiser, according to the address
specified in the newspaper, importing, that if he
would come with his writings to a certain coffee-

house near the Temple, precisely at six in the
evening, he would find a person sitting in the right
hand box next to the window, who would be glad
to treat with him about the subject of his advertise-
ment; and, should his security be liked, would
accommodate him with the sum which he wanted
to raise. Before the hour of this double appoint-
ment, Pickle, with his friend Cadwallader, and a
few more gentlemen, to whom he had thought
proper to communicate the plan, went to the coffee-
house, and seated themselves near the place that
was destined for their meeting.
The hope of getting money had such an evident

effect upon their punctuality, that one of them
arrived a considerable time before the hour ; and
having reconnoitred the room, took his station ac-
cording to the direction he had received, fixing his
eye upon a clock that stood before him, and asking
of the bar-keeper, if it was not too slow. He had
not remained in this posture many minutes, when
he was joined by a strange figure that waddled into

the room, with a bundle of papers in his bosom,
and the sweat running over his nose. Seeing a
man in the box to which he had been directed, he
took it for granted he was the lender : and as soon
as he could recover his breath, which was almost
exhausted by the despatch he had made, " Sir,"

said he, "I presume you are the gentleman I was to

meet about that loan."—Here he was interrupted by
the other, who eagerly replied, " A. B. Sir, I sup-
pose." " The same," cried the last comer, " I was
afraid I should be too late ; for I was detained be-
yond my expectation by a nobleman at the other
end of the town, that wants to mortgage a small
trifle of his estate, about a thousand a year ; and
my watch happens to be in the hands of the maker,
having met with an accident a few nights ago,
which set it asleep. But, howsomever, there is no
time lost, and I hope this affair will be transacted
to the satisfaction of us both. For my own part,
I love to do good offices myself, and therefore I ex-
pect nothing but what is fair and honest of other
people."

His new friend was exceedingly comforted by
this declaration, which he considered as a happy
omen of his success ; and the hope of fingering the
cash operated visibly in his countenance, while he
expressed his satisfaction at meeting with a person
of such candour and humanity. " The pleasure,"
said he, " of dealing with an easy conscientious man,
is, in my opinion, superior to that of touching all the
money upon earth ; for what joy can be compared
with what a generous mind feels in befriending its

fellow-creatures ? I was never so happy in my
life, as at one time, in lending five hundred pounds
to a worthy gentleman in distress, without insisting
upon rigid security. Sir, one may easily distinguish
an upright man by his countenance. For example
now, I think I could take your word for ten thou-
sand pounds." The other, with great joy, protested,
that he was right in his conjecture, and returned
the compliment a thousand fold. By which means,
the expectation of both was wound up to a very
interesting pitch ; and both, at the same instant,

began to produce their papers, in the untying of
which their hands shook with transports of eager-
ness and impatience ; while their eyes were so in-

tent upon their work, that they did not perceive the
occupation of each other.

At length, one of them, having got the start ot
the other, and unrolled several skins ofmusty parch-
ment, directed his view to the employment of his
friend ; and seeing him fumbling at his bundle,
asked if that was a blank bond and conveyance
which he had brought along with him. The other,
without lifting up his eyes, or desisting from his
endeavours to loose the knot, which by this time
he had applied to his teeth, answered this question
in the negative, observing that the papers in his
hand were the security which he proposed to give
for the money.

This reply converted the looks of the inquirer
into a stare of infinite solidity, accompanied with
the word, Anan ! which he pronounced in a tone of
fear and astonishment. The other, alarmed at this
note, cast his eyes towards the supposed lender, and
was in a moment infected by his aspect. All the
exultation of hope that sparkled in their eyes was
now succeeded by disappointment and dismay ; and
while they gazed ruefully at each other, their fea-
tures were gradually elongated, like the transient
curls of a middle-row periwig.
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This emphatic silence was, however, broke by

the last comer, who in a faltering accent, desire

the other to recollect the contents of his letter.

" Of your letter !" cried the first, putting into his

hand the advertisement he had received from Pickle

;

which he had no sooner perused, than he produced

his own for the satisfaction of the other party. So

that another gloomy pause ensued, at the end of

which, each uttered a profound sigh, or rather

groan, and, rising up, sneaked off without further

communication; he who seemed to he the most

afflicted of the two, taking his departure, with an

exclamation of" Humbugged egad
!"

Such were the amusements of our hero, though

they did not engross his whole time, some part of

which was dedicated to nocturnal riots and revels,

among a set of young noblemen, who had de-

nounced war against temperance, economy, and

common sense, and were indeed the devoted sons

of tumult, waste, and prodigality. Not that Pere-

grine relished those scenes, which were a succession

of absurd extravagance, devoid of all true spirit,

taste, or enjoyment. But his vanity prompted him

to mingle with those who are entitled the choice

spirits of the age ; and his disposition was so pliable,

as to adapt itself easily to the measures of his com-

pany, where he had not influence enough to act in

the capacity of a director. Their rendezvous was

a certain tavern, which might be properly styled

the Temple of Excess, where they left the choice

of their fare to the discretion of the landlord, that

they might save themselves the pains of exercising

their own reason ; and, in order to avoid the trouble

of adjusting the bill, ordered the waiter to declare

how much every individual must pay, without spe-

cifying the articles of the charge. This proportion

generally amounted to two guineas per head for

each dinner and supper, and frequently exceeded

that sum ; of which the landlord durst not abate,

w ithout running the risk of having his nose slit for

bis moderation.

But this was puny expense compared with that

which they often incurred, by the damage done to the

furniture "and servants, in the madness of their in-

toxication, as well as the loss they sustained at

hazard, an amusement to which all of them had

recourse in the progress of their debauches. This

elegant diversion was introduced, encouraged, and

promoted by a crew of rapacious sharpers, who had

made themselves necessary companions to this

hopeful generation, by the talents of pimping and

buffoonery. Though they were universally known,

even by those they preyed upon, to have no other

means "of earning their livelihood, than the most

infamous and fraudulent practices, they were ca-

ressed and courted by these infatuated dupes, when
a man of honour, who would not join in their

excesses, would have been treated with the utmost

indignitv and contempt.

Though Peregrine, in his heart, detested those

abandoned courses, and was a professed enemy to

the whole society of gamesters, whom he consi-

dered, and always treated, as the foes of human
kind.he was insensibly accustomed to licentious riot,

and even led imperceptibly into play by those cor-

morants, who are no less dangerous in the art of

cheating, than by their consummate skill in working

up the passions of unwary youth. They are, for

the most part, naturally cool, phlegmatic, and crafty,

and, by a long habit of dissimulation, have gained

an absolute dominion over the hasty passions of the

heart ; so that they engage with manifest advantage

over the impatience and impetuosity of a warm
undesigning temper, like that of our young gentle-

man, who, when he was heated with wine, misled

by example, invited on one hand, and defied on the

other, forgot all his maxims of caution and sobriety,

and plunging into the reigning folly of the place,

had frequent occasions to moralise in the morning
upon the loss of the preceding night.

These penitential reflections were attended with

many laudable resolutions of profiting by the expe-

rience which he had so dearly purchased ; but he

was one of those philosophers who always put off,

till another day, the commencement of their re-

formation.

CHAPTER LXXXVI.
Peregrine receives a Letter from Hatchway, in consequence

of which he repairs to the Garrison, and performs the last

offices to his Aunt. He is visited by Mr. Gauntlet, who

invites him to his Marriage.

In this circle of amusements our hero's time was

parcelled out, and few young gentlemen of the age

enjoyed life with greater relish, notwithstanding

those intervening checks of reason, which served

only to whet his appetite for a repetition of the

pleasures she so prudently condemned ; when he

received the following letter, by which he was

determined to visit his estate in the country.

' Cousin Pickle,—I hope you are in a better trim than

your aunt, who hath been fa*t moored to her bed these seven

weeks, by several feet of under-water lodging in her hold and

hollop, whereby 1 doubt her planks are rotted so that she

cannot choose but fall to pieces in a short time. J have done

all in my power to keep her tight and easy, and free from

sudden squalls that might overstrain her. And here have

been the doctors, who have scuttled her lower deck, and let

out six gallons of water. For my own part, I wonder how
the devil it came there ; for you know as how it was a liquor

she never took in. But as for those fellows the doctors, they

are like unskilful carpenters, that in mending one leak make
a couple; and so she fills again apace. Bui the worst sign

of all is this here, she won't let a drop of Nantz go between

the combings of her teeth, and has quite lost the rudder of

her understanding, whereby she yaws woundily in her speech,

palavering about some foreign part called the New Geereu-

salem, and wishing herself in a safe bilth in the river Geor-

dun. The parson, I must say, strives to keep her steady,

concerning the navigation of her soul, and talks very sensibly

of charity and the poor, whereof she hath left a legacy of two

hundred pounds in her will. And here has been Mr. Gama-
liel and your brother my lord, demanding entrance at the

gate, in order to see her; but I would not suffer them to come

aboard, and pointed my patereroes, which made them sheer

off. Your sister, Mrs. Clover, keeps close watch upon her

kinswoman, without ever turning in, and a kind hearted

young woman it is. I should be glad to see you at the gar-

rison, if the wind of your inclination sits that way ; and may-

hap it may be a comfort to your aunt, to behold you alongside

of her, when her anchor is apeak. So no more at present,

but rests, Your friend and humble servant to command,
" John Hatchway."

Next morning, after the receipt of this epistle,

Peregrine, in order to manifest his regard to his

aunt, as well as his friendship for honest Jack, set

out on horseback for their habitation, attended by

Pipes, who longed to see his old messmate ;
but,

before he had reached the garrison, Mrs. Hatchway

had given up the ghost, in the threescore and fifth

year of her age. The widower seemed to bear his

loss with resignation, and behaved very decently

upon the occasion, though he did not undergo those

dangerous transports of sorrow, which some tender-

hearted husbands have felt at the departure of their

wives. The lieutenant was naturally a philosopher,
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and so well disposed to acquiesce in the dispensa-

tions of providence, that in this, as well as in every

other emergency of his life, he firmly believed, that

everything which happened was for the best.

Peregrine's task, therefore, was not so great in

comforting him, as in consoling his own sister,

who, with great poignancy and sincerity of grief,

lamented the death of the only relation with whom
she had maintained any intimacy ofcorrespondence ;

for her mother was as implacable as ever, in her
enmity against her and Peregrine, and rather more
determined in her rancour ; that which was origi-

nally a sudden transport of indignation, being by
this time settled into a confirmed inveteracy of
hate. As for Gam, who was now dignified by the

country people with the appellation of the young
squire, he still acted in the capacity of minister to

the caprice and vengeance of his mother, taking all

opportunities of disturbing Julia's peace, slandering

her reputation, and committing outrages against the

tenants and domestics of her husband, who was a
man of a quiet and timorous disposition.

But the chief amusement of young Pickle, in his

later years, was the chase, in which he acquired
some renown by his intrepidity and remarkable
figure, which improved every day in deformity

;

insomuch, as to suggest a ludicrous scheme of re-

venge to a gentleman in the neighbourhood. Hav-
ing been affronted by the insolence of Crookback,
he clothed a large baboon that was in his possession,

in a dress that resembled the hunting equipage of

Gam ; and ordering the animal to be set astride,

and tied upon the back of his keenest hunter,

turned them out one day after the hounds. The
horse in a little time outstripping all the rest in the

field, the rider was mistaken for Gam by the whole
company, who saluted him as he passed with a
halloo, observing, that the squire had his usual

good luck, in being better mounted than his neigh-

bours. Pickle afterwards appearing in his own
person, created great astonishment in the specta-

tors, one of whom asked if he had split himself in

twain, and pointed out his representative, who was
by this time almost up with the hounds. Upon which
the identical Gam went in pursuit of the impostor.

When he overtook him, he was so much enraged at

the counterfeit, that he attacked the baboon whip
in hand, and, in all probability, would have sacri-

ficed him to his resentment, had not he been pre-

vented by the other fox-hunters. They interposed,

in order to make up the difference betwixt two
brothers of the sport, and were equally surprised

and diverted when they distinguished the quality of

Crookback's antagonist, which they rescued from
his rage, and reconveyed to its master.

Peregrine, at the request of his friend Jack, took
charge of his aunt's funeral, to which his parents

were invited, though they did not think proper to

appear, or pay the least regard to his solicitations,

when he desired permission to wait upon them in

person. Nevertheless, old Gamaliel, at the insti-

gation of his wife, afterwards obtained an order
from Doctor's Commons, obliging Hatchway to

produce the will of his wife, on the supposition that

she had bequeathed to him some part of the money,
which, he knew, was at her own disposal. But
from this step he reaped no other satisfaction than
that of finding himself altogether neglected by the

testatrix, who had left all her effects to her husband,
except one thousand pounds, with her jewels, to

Julia's daughter, the benefaction mentioned in the

lieutenant's letter, and some inconsiderable legacies

to her favourite domestics.

A few days after the interment of this good lady,

our hero was agreeably surprised with a visit from
his friend Godfrey, who had come to England in

consequence of that promotion which he owed to

his interest, though the soldier himself placed it to

the credit of a certain courtier who had formerly

promised to befriend him, and now finding his ad-

vancement unowned, very modestly arrogated the

merit of it to himself. He communicated his good
fortune to Pickle, who complimented him upon it

as an event of which he had no precognition ; and
at the same time told him, that, in consequence of

his preferment, his cousin at Windsor had consented

to his being immediately united in the bands of

wedlock with his lovely Sophy ; that the wedding-
day was already fixed ; and that nothing would be
wanting to his happiness, ifPeregrine would honour
the nuptials with his presence.

Our hero accepted the invitation with great

eagerness, when he learned that Emilia would be
there in quality of bride's maid ; and now repeated

what he had formerly written to his friend, namely,
that he was not only willing, but extremely impa-
tient to atone for his mad behaviour to that young
lady, by laying himself and his whole fortune at

her feet. Godfrey thanked him for his honourable
intention, and promised to use his influence, and
that of Sophy, in his behalf, though he seemed
dubious of their success, on account of his sister's

delicacy, which could not pardon the least shadow
of disrespect. He owned, indeed, he was not cer-

tain that she would appear in the same company
with Pickle ; but as she made no stipulations on
that score, he would interpret her silence in the

most favourable manner, and keep her in ignorance
of his design, until she should find it too late to re-

tract with any decency. The hope of seeing and
conversing with Emilia, and perhaps of being re-

conciled to her, after having suffered so much and
so long from her displeasure, raised a tumult of
ideas in his breast, and produced a strange in-

quietude of joy and perturbation. Gauntlet having
staid with him a few days, and signified the time

appointed for his spousals, took his leave, in order

to prepare for the occasion ; while Peregrine, with
his friend Hatchway, made a tour among his

acquaintance in the country, with a view of sound-
ing their inclinations touching a project which he
had lately conceived, of offering himself as a can-
didate for a certain borough in the neighbourhood,
at the ensuing election for members of parliament.

This scheme, which was suggested to him by one
of his quality patrons, would have succeeded accord-
ing to his wish, had the election taken place imme-
diately

;
but, before that happened, his interest was

overbalanced by some small accidents that will be
recorded in the sequel. In the meantime he re-

paired to Windsor on the eve of his friend's mar-
riage, and understood from Godfrey that it was with
the utmost difficulty he and Sophy could prevail

upon his sister to be present at the wedding, when
she was informed that her lover was invited ; and
that her consent had not been obtained until they
had promised, on the part of Peregrine, that he
should not renew the old topic, nor even speak to

her in the style of a former acquaintance.

Our young gentleman was nettled at this pre-
liminary, to which, however, he said he would
adhere ; and so well did he think himself fortified
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•with pride and resentment, that he resolved to

behave towards her with such indifference, as

would, he hoped, mortify her vanity, and thereby

punish her for the implacability of her disposition.

Armed with these sentiments, he was next day
introduced by Godfrey to the bride, who received

him with her usual sweetness of temper and affa-

bility ; and Emilia being present, he saluted her

with a distant bow, which she acknowledged with

a cold courtesy, and an aspect of ice. Though this

deportment confirmed his displeasure, her beauty

undermined his resolution ; he thought her charms

infinitely improved since their last parting, and a

thousand fond images recurring to his imagination,

he felt his whole soul dissolving into tenderness

and love.

In order to banish those dangerous ideas, he

endeavoured to enter into a gay conversation with

Sophy, on the subject of the approaching ceremony

;

but his tongue performed its office awkwardly, his

eyes were attracted towards Emilia, as if they had

been subject to the power of fascination ; in spite

of all his efforts, a deep sigh escaped from his

bosom, and his whole appearance indicated anxiety

and confusion.

The bridegroom, perceiving his condition,

abridged the visit, and having conducted his com-
panion to his own lodgings, expressed his concern

at having been the innocent occasion of his un-

easiness, by exposing him to the sight of Emilia,

which he perceived had given him pain. Pere-

grine, who had by this time recollected the dictates

of his pride, assured him, that he was very much
mistaken in the cause of his disorder, which was

no other than a sudden qualm, to which he had
been for some time subject ; and to show him how
philosophically he could bear the disdain of Emilia,

which, with all deference to her conduct, he could

not help thinking a little too severe, he desired, as

the bridegroom had made preparation for a private

ball in the evening, that he would provide him with

an agreeable partner ; in which case he would

exhibit undoubted proofs of the tranquillity of his

heart. " I was in hopes," answered Godfrey, " of

being able, with the assistance of Sophy, to make
up matters between you and my sister, and for that

reason kept her unengaged to any other gentleman

for the night ; but since she was so peevishly obsti-

nate, I shall take care to accommodate you with a

very handsome young lady, whose partner will not

be sorry to exchange her for Emilia."

The thoughts of having an opportunity to

coquette with another woman, under the eye of this

implacable mistress, supported his spirits during

the ceremony, which put Gauntlet in possession of

his heart's desire; and, by means of this cordial,

he found himself so undisturbed at dinner, though

he sat opposite to his fair enemy, that he was able

to pass some occasional jokes upon the new-married

couple, with some appearance of mirth and good
humour. Nor did Emily any otherwise seem
affected by his presence, than by excepting him
from the participation of those genial regards which

she distributed to the rest of the company. This

easiness of behaviour on her side reinforced his

resolution, by giving him pretence to call her sensi-

bility in question; for he could not conceive how
any woman of acute feelings could sit unmoved in

presence of a man with whom she had such recent

and intimate connexion ; not considering that she

had much more reason to condemn his affectation

of unconcern, and that her external deportment

might, like his own, be an effort of pride and
resentment.

This contest, in point of dissimulation, continued

till night, when the company was paired for dancing,

and Peregrine began the ball by walking a minuet
with the bride ; then he took out the young lady to

whom he was recommended by Gauntlet, being

very well pleased to see that her person was such

as might have inspired even Emily herself with

jealousy, though, at the same time, he perceived

his mistress coupled with a gay young officer,

whom, with all due deference to his own qualifica-

tions, he considered as no despicable rival. How-
ever, he himself first began hostilities, by becoming

all of a sudden particular with his partner, whom
he forthwith assailed with flattering compliments,

that soon introduced the subject of love, upon
which he expatiated with great art and elocution,

using not only the faculty of speech, but also the

language of the eyes, in which he was a perfect

connoisseur.

This behaviour soon manifested itself to the whole

assembly, the greatest part of whom believed that

he was in good earnest captivated by the charms of

his partner; while Emilia, penetrating into his

design, turned his own artillery upon himself, by
seeming to listen with pleasure to the addresses of

his rival, who was no novice in the art of making
love. She even affected uncommon vivacity, and

giggled aloud at every whisper which he conveyed

into her ear, insomuch that she, in her turn, afforded

speculation to the company, who imagined the young
soldierhadmade a conquest ofthe bridegroom's sister.

Pickle himself began to cherish the same opinion,

which gradually invaded his good humour, and at

length filled his bosom with rage. He strove to

suppress his indignation, and called every con-

sideration of vanity and revenge to his aid. He
endeavoured to wean his eyes from the fatal object

that disturbed him, but they would not obey his

direction and command. He wished himself de-

prived of all sensation, when he heard her laugh,

and saw her smile upon the officer; and, in the

course of country dancing, when he was obliged to

join hands with her, the touch thrilled through all

his nerves, and kindled a flame within him which

he could not contain. In a word, his endeavours

to conceal the situation of his thoughts were so

violent, that his constitution could not endure the

shock ; the sweat ran down his forehead in a stream,

the colour vanished from his cheeks, his knees

began to totter, and his eyesight to fail ; so that he

must have fallen at his full length upon the floor,

had not he retired very abruptly into another room,

where he threw himself upon a couch, and fainted.

In this condition he was found by his friend, who
seeing him withdraw with such symptoms of dis-

order, followed him thither: and, when he recovered

the use of his faculties, pressed him to make use of

a bed in that house, rather than expose himself in

the night air, by going home to his own lodgings

;

but not being able to prevail upon him to accept

the offer, he wrapped him up in a cloak, and, con-

ducting him to the inn, where he lodged, helped

him to undress and go to bed, where he was im-

mediately seized with a violent fit of the ague.

Godfrey behaved with great tenderness, and would

have actually bore him company all night, not-

withstanding the circumstances of his own situa-

tion, had not his friend insisted upon his returning
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to the company, and making his apology to his

partner for his sadden departure.

This was a step absolutely necessary towards

maintaining the quiet of the assembly, which he
found in great consternation, occasioned by his

absence ; for some of the ladies, seeing the bride-

groom follow the stranger in his retreat, the mean-
ing of which they did not comprehend, began to be

afraid of a quarrel. Emilia, upon pretence of that

supposition, was so much alarmed, that she could

not stand, and was fain to have recourse to a smell-

ing bottle.

The bride, who understood the whole mystery,

was the only person that acted with deliberation

and composure ; she imputed Emilia's disorder to

the right cause, which was no other than concern
for the condition of her lover, and assured the ladies

there was nothing extraordinary in Mr. Pickle's

going off, he being subject to fainting fits, by which
he was often overtaken without any previous notice.

The arrival of Gauntlet confirmed the truth of this

declaration. He made an apology to the company
in the name of his friend, who, he told them, was
suddenly taken ill ; and they returned to their

diversion of dancing, with this variation : Emilia
was so disordered and fatigued, that she begged to

be excused from continuing the exercise ; and
Peregrine's partner being disengaged, was paired

with the young officer, for whom she was originally

designed.

Meanwhile, the bride withdrew into another
apartment with her sister, and expostulated with
her upon her cruelty to Mr. Pickle, assuring her,

from Godfrey's information, that he had undergone
a severe fit on her account, which, in all likelihood,

would have a dangerous effect upon his constitu-

tion. Though Emily was inflexible in her answers
to the kind remonstrances of the gentle Sophy, her
heart was melting with the impressions of pity and
love ; and finding herself unable to perform the

duty of her function, in putting the bride to bed,

she retired to her own chamber, and in secret

sympathized with the distemper of her lover.

In the morning, as early as decency would permit
him to leave the arms of his dear wife, Captain
Gauntlet made a visit to Peregrine, who had passed

a very tedious and uneasy night, having been
subject to short intervals of delirium, during which
Pipes had found it very difficult to keep him fast

belayed. He owned indeed to Godfrey, that his

imagination had been haunted by the ideas of
Emilia and her officer, which tormented him to an
unspeakable degree of anguish and distraction

;

and that he would rather suffer death than a
repetition of such excruciating reflections. He
was, however, comforted by his friend, who assured
him, that his sister's inclinations woidd in time
prevail over all the endeavours of resentment and
pride, illustrating this asseveration by an account
of the manner in which she was affected by the
knowledge of his disorder, and advising him to

implore the mediation of Sophy, in a letter which
she should communicate to Emilia.

This was an opportunity which our hero thought
too favourable to be neglected

; calling for paper,
he sat up in his bed, and, in the first transports of
his emotion, wrote the following petition to God-
frey's amiable wife

:

" Dear Madam,—The affliction of a contrite heart can
never appeal to your benevolence in vain, and therefore I

Presume to approach you in this season of delight, with the

language of sorrow, requesting that you will espouse the
cause of an unhappy lover, who mourns with unutterable
anguish over his ruined hope, and intercede for my pardon
with that divine creature, whom, in the intemperance and
excess of passion, I have so mortally offended. Good heaven !

is my guilt inexpiable ? Am 1 excluded from all hope of

remission? Am I devoted to misery and despair? I have
offered all the atonement which the most perfect and sincere

penitence could suggest, and she rejects my humility and
repentance. If her resentment would pursue me to the
grave, let her signify her pleasure ; and may I be branded
with the name of villain, and remembered with infamy and
detestation to all posterity, if I hesitate one moment in

sacrificing a life which is odious to Emilia. Ah! Madam, while
I thus pour forth the effusions of my grief and distraction, I

look around the apartment in which I lie, and every well-

known object that salutes my view, recalls to my remembrance
that fond, that happy day, on which the fair, the good, the
tender-hearted Sophy became my advocate, though I was a
stranger to her acquaintance, and effected a transporting

reconciliation between me and that same enchanting beauty,

that is now so implacably incensed. If she is not satisfied

with the pangs of remorse and disappointment, the transports
of madness I have undergone, let her prescribe what further
penance she thinks I ought to endure, and when I decline
her sentence, let me be the object of her eternal disdain.

" I commit myself, dear Madam ! dear Sophy! dear partner
of my friend ! to your kind interposition. I know you will

manage my cause, as a concern on which my happiness
entirely depends; and I hope every thing from your com-
passion and beneficence, while I fear every thing from her
rigour and barbarity. Yes ! I call it barbarity, a savageness
of delicacy altogether inconsistent with the tenderness of
human nature; and may the most abject contempt be my
portion, if I live under its scourge ! But I begin to rave.

I conjure you by your own humanity and sweetness of dis-

position, 1 conjure you by your love for the man whom Heaven
hath decreed your protector, to employ your influence with
that angel of wrath, in behalf of

"Your obliged and obedient servant,
" P. PtCKLE."

This epistle was immediately transmitted by
Godfrey to his wife, who perused it with marks of

the most humane sympathy ; and, carrying it into

her sister's chamber, " Here is something," said she,

presenting the paper, " which I must, recommend
to your serious attention." Emilia, who immediately
guessed the meaning of this address, absolutely

refused to look upon it, or even to hear it read, till

her brother, entering her apartment, reprimanded
her sharply for her obstinacy and pride, accused
her of folly and dissimulation, and entered so

warmly into the interests of his friend, that she
thought him unkind in his remonstrances, and,

bursting into a flood of tears, reproached him with
partiality and want of affection. Godfrey, who
entertained the most perfect love and veneration
for his sister, asked pardon for having given offence,

and kissing the drops from her fair eyes, begged
she would, for his sake, listen to the declaration of
his friend.

Thus solicited, she could not refuse to hear the
letter, which when he had repeated, she lamented
her own fate in being the occasion of so much
uneasiness, desired her brother to assure Mr. Pickle
that she was not a voluntary enemy to his peace

;

on the contrary, she wished him all happiness,
though she hoped he would not blame her for con-
sulting her own, in avoiding any future explanation
or connexion with a person whose correspondence
she found herself under a necessity to renounce.

In vain did the new-married couple exhaust their

eloquence in attempting to prove, that the reparation
which our hero had offered was adequate to the
injury she had sustained; that, in reconciling her-
self to a penitent lover, who subscribed to her own
terms of submission, her honour would be acquitted
by the most scrupulous and severe judges of
decorum ; and that her inflexibility would be justly
ascribed to the pride and insensibility of her heart
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She tinned a deaf ear to all their arguments, ex-
hortations, and entreaties, and threatened to leave

the house immediately, if they would not promise

to drop that subject of discourse.

Godfrey, very much chagrined at the had success

of his endeavours, returned to his friend, and made
as favourable a report of the affair, as the nature of

his conversation with Emilia would permit ; but as

he could not avoid mentioning her resolution in the

close, Peregrine was obliged to drink again the

hitter draught of disappointment, which put his

passions into such a state of agitation, as produced

a short ecstasy of despair, in which he acted a

thousand extravagances. This paroxysm, however,

soon subsided into a settled reserve of gloomy
resentment, which he in secret indulged, detaching

himself as soon as possible from the company of

the soldier, on pretence of retiring to rest.

While he lay ruminating upon the circumstances

of his present situation, his friend Pipes, who
knew the cause of his anxiety, and firmly believed

that Emilia loved his master at her heart, howsoever

she might attempt to disguise her sentiments ; I

say, Thomas was taken with a conceit which he

thought would set every thing to rights, and there-

fore put it in execution without farther delay.

Laying aside his hat, he ran directly to the house

of Sophy's father, and, affecting an air of surprise

and consternation, to which he had never before

been subject, thundered at the door with such an

alarming knock, as in a moment brought the whole

family into the hall. When he was admitted, he

began to gape, stare, and pant at the same time,

and made no reply, when Godfrey asked what was
the matter, till Mrs, Gauntlet expressed her appre-

hensions about his master. When Pickle's name
was mentioned, he seemed tomake an effort to speak,

and, in a bellowing tone, pronounced, " Brought
himself up, split my topsails !" So saying, he pointed

to his own neck, and rose upon his tiptoes, by way
of explaining the meaning of his words.

Godfrey, without staying to ask another question,

rushed out, and flew towards the inn, with the

utmost horror and concern ; while Sophy, who did

not rightly understand the language of the mes-

senger, addressing herself to him a second time,

said, " I hope no accident has happened to Mr.

Pickle ? " " No accident at all," replied Tom ;
" he

has only hanged himself for love." These words

had scarcely proceeded from his mouth, when
Emilia, who stood listening at the parlour door,

shrieked aloud, and dropped down senseless upon

the floor ; while her sister, who was almost equally

shocked at the intelligence, had recourse to the

assistance of her maid, by whom she was supported

from falling.

Pipes hearing Emily's voice, congratulated him-

self upon the success of his stratagem. He sprung

to her assistance, and, lifting her up into an easy

chair, stood by her, until he saw her recover from
her swoon, and heard her call upon his master's

name, with all the frenzy of despairing love. Then
he bent his course back to the inn, overjoyed at

the opportunity of telling Peregrine what a con-

fession he had extorted from his mistress, and
extremely vain of this proof of his own saga-

city.

In the meantime Godfrey arriving at the house
in which he supposed this fatal catastrophe had
happened, ran up stairs to Peregrine's chamber,
without staying to make any inquiry below ; and,

finding the door locked, hurst it open with one
stroke of his foot. But what was his amazement,
when, upon entrance, our hero, starting up from
the bed, saluted him with a boisterous exclamation

of " Zounds ! who's there?" He was struck dumb
with astonishment, which also rivetted him to the

place where he stood, scarce crediting the testimony

of his own senses, till Peregrine, with an air of dis-

content, which denoted him displeased with his in-

trusion, dispelled his apprehension by a second

address, saying, " I see you consider me as a friend,

by your using me without ceremony."
The soldier, thus convinced of the falsehood of

the information he had received, began to imagine,

that Pickle had projected the plan which was exe-

cuted by his servant ; and looking upon it as a piece

of unjustifiable finesse, which might be attended

with very melancholy consequences to his sister or

wife, he answered, in a supercilious tone, that Mr.
Pickle must blame himself for the interruption of

his repose, which was entirely owing to the sorry

jest he had set on foot.

Pickle, who was the child of passion, and more
than half mad with impatience before this visit,

hearing himself treated in such a cavalier manner,

advanced close up to Godfrey's breast, and assuming

a stern, or rather frantic countenance, " Hark ye,

sir," said he, " you are mistaken if you think I

jest; I am in downright earnest, I assure you."

Gauntlet, who was not a man to be hrowbeaten,

seeing himself thus bearded by a person of whose
conduct he had, he thought, reason to complain,

put on his military look of defiance, and erecting

his chest, replied with an exalted voice, " Mr.
Pickle, whether you was in jest or earnest, you
must give me leave to tell you, that the scheme
was childish, unseasonable, and unkind, not to give

it a harsher term." " Death, sir," cried our adven-

turer, " you trifle with my disquiet ; if there is any
meaning in your insinuation, explain yourself, and
then I shall know what answer it will befit me to

give." " I came with very different sentiments,"

resumed the soldier, " but since you urge me to

expostulation, and behave with such unprovoked
loftiness of displeasure, I will, without circumlo-

cution, tax you with having committed an outrage

upon the peace of my family, in sending your fel-

low to alarm us with such an abrupt account of

your having done violence upon yourself." Pere-

grine, confounded at this imputation, stood silent,

with a most savage aspect of surprise, eager to

know the circumstance to which his accuser alluded,

and incensed to find it beyond the sphere of his

comprehension.
While these two irritated friends stood fronting

each other with mutual indignation in their eyes

and attitudes, they were joined by Pipes, who,

without taking the least notice of the situation in

which he found them, told his master, that he might

up with the topgallant-masts of his heart, and out

with his rejoicing pendants ; for as to Mrs. Emily,

he had clapped her helm aweather, the vessel wore,

and now she was upon the other tack, standing

right into the harbour of his good will.

Peregrine, who was not yet a connoisseur in the

terms of his lacquey, commanded him, upon pain

of his displeasure, to be more explicit in his intelli-

gence ; and by dint of divers questions, obtained a

perfect knowledge of the scheme which he had put

in execution for his service. This information

perplexed him not a little ; he would have chastised
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his servant upon the spot for his temerity, had he
not plainly perceived that the fellow's intention was
to promote his ease and satisfaction

; and, on the
other hand, he knew not how to acquit himself of
the suspicion which he saw Godfrey entertain of
his being the projector of the plan, without conde-
scending to an explanation, which his present dis-

position could not brook. After some pause,
however, turning to Pipes with a severe frown,
" Rascal !" said he, " this is the second time I have
suffered in the opinion of that lady, by your igno-
rance and presumption ; if ever you intermedlde
in my affairs for the future, without express order
and direction, by all that's sacred ! I will put you
to death without mercy. Away, and let my horse
be saddled this instant."

Pipes having withdrawn, in order to perform
this piece of duty, our young gentleman, addressing
himself again to the soldier, and laying his hand
upon his breast, said, with a solemnity of regard,
" Captain Gauntlet, upon my honour, I am alto-

gether innocent of that shallow device which you
impute to my invention ; and I don't think you do
justice either to my intellects or honour, in sup-
posing me capable of such insolent absurdity. As
for your sister, I have once in my life affronted her
in the madness and impetuosity of desire ; but I
have made such acknowledgments, and offered such
atonement, as few women of her sphere would have
refused ; and before God ! I am determined to en-
dure every torment of disappointment and despair,
rather than prostrate myself again to the cruelty of
her unjustifiable pride." So saying, he stalked
suddenly down stairs, and took horse immediately,
his spirits being supported by resentment, which
prompted him to vow within himself, that he would
seek consolation for the disdain of Emilia, in the
possession of the first willing wench he should meet
upon the road.

While he set out for the garrison with these sen-
timents, Gauntlet, in a suspense between anger,
shame, and concern, returned to the house of his
father-in-law, where he found his sister still vio-
lently agitated from the news of Peregrine's death

;

the mystery of which he forthwith unravelled, re-
counting at the same time the particulars of the
conversation which had happened at the inn, and
describing the demeanour of Pickle with some ex-
pressions of asperity, which were neither agreeable
to Emilia, nor approved by the gentle Sophy, who
tenderly chid him, for allowing Peregrine to depart
in terms of misunderstanding.

CHAPTER LXXXVII.
Peregrine sets out for the Garrison, and meets with a Nymph

of the Road, whom he takes into Keeping, and metamor-
phoses into a tine Lady.

In the meantime, our hero jogged along in a pro-
found reverie, which was disturbed by a beggar-
woman and her daughter, who solicited him for
alms, as he passed them on the road. The girl was
about the age of sixteen, and, notwithstanding the
wretched equipage in which she appeared, exhi-
bited to his view a set of agreeable features,
enlivened with the complexion of health and cheer-
fulness. The resolution I have already mentioned
was still warm in his imagination ; and he looked
upon this young mendicant as a very proper object
for the performance of his vow. He therefore
entered into a conference with the mother, and for

a small sum of money purchased her property in
the wench, who did not require much courtship and
entreaty, before she consented to accompany him
to any place that he should appoint for her habitation.

This contract being settled to his satisfaction, he
ordered Pipes to seat his acquisition behind him
upon the crupper, and, alighting at the first public

house which they found upon the road, he wrote a
letter to Hatchway, desiring him to receive this

hedge inamorata, and direct her to be cleaned and
clothed in a decent manner, with all expedition, so

that she should be touchable upon his arrival,

which, on that account, he would defer for the
space of one day. This billet, together with the
girl, he committed to the charge of Pipes, after

having laid strong injunctions upon him to abstain

from all attempts upon her chastity, and ordered
him to make the best of his way to the garrison,

while he himself crossed the country to a market
town, where he proposed to spend the night.

Tom, thus cautioned, proceeded with his charge,
and, being naturally taciturn, opened not his lips,

until he had performed the best half of his journey.
But Thomas, notwithstanding his irony appearance,
was in reality composed of flesh and blood. His
desire being titillated by the contact of a buxom
wench, whose right arm embraced his middle as he
rode, his thoughts began to mutiny against his

master, and he found it almost impossible to with-
stand the temptation of making love.

Nevertheless, he wrestled with these rebellious
suggestions with all the reason that Heaven had
enabled him to exert ; and that being totally over-
come, his victorious passion suddenly broke out in
this address :

—
" 'Sblood ! I believe master thinks

I have no more stuff in my body than a dried
haddock, to turn me adrift in the dark with such a
spanker. D'ye think he don't, my dear?" To this

question his fellow-traveller replied, " Swanker
anan !" And the lover resumed his suit, saying,
" Oons ! how you tickle my timber ! Something
shoots from your arm, through my stowage, to the
very keelstone. Ha'nt you got quicksilver in your
hand?" "Quicksilver!" said the lady, "D—

n

the silver that has crossed my hand this month.
D'ye think, if I had silver, I shouldn't buy me a
smock ?" " Adsooks ! you baggage," cried the
lover, " you shouldn't want a smock nor a petticoat

neither, if you could have a kindness for a true
hearted sailor, as sound and strong as a nine inch
cable, that would keep all clear above board, and
every thing snug under the hatches." "Curse
your gum," said the charmer, " what's your gay
balls and your hatches to me?" " Do but let us
bring to a little," answered the wooer, whose appe-
tite was by this time whetted to a most ravenous
degree, " and I'll teach you to box the compass, my
dear. Ah ! you strapper, what a jolly b—h you
are !" " B—h !" exclaimed this modern dulcinea,
incensed at the opprobrious term, " such a b—h as
your mother, you dog. D—n you, I've a good
mind to box your jaws instead of your comepiss.
I'll let you know, as how I am meat for your
master, you saucy blackguard. You are worse
than a dog, you old flinty-faced, flea-bitten scrub.
A dog wears his own coat, but you wear your
master's."

Such a torrent of disgraceful epithets from a
person who had no clothes at all, converted the
gallant's love into choler, and he threatened to
dismount and seize her to a tree, when she should
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have a taste of his cat-o'-nine-tails athwart her

quarters ; but, instead of being intimidated by his

menaces, she set him at defiance, and held forth

with such a flow of eloquence, as would have

entitled her to a considerable share of reputation,

even among the nymphs of Billingsgate ; for this

young lady, over and above a natural genius for

altercation, had her talents cultivated among the

venerable society of weeders, podders, and hoppers,

with whom she had associated from her tender

years. No wonder, then, that she soon obtained a

complete victory over Pipes, who, as the reader

may have observed, was very little addicted to the

exercise of speech. Indeed, he was utterly dis-

concerted by her volubility of tongue ; and being

altogether unfurnished with answers to the distinct

periods of her discourse, very wisely chose to save

himself the expense of breath and argument, by
giving her a full swing of cable, so that she might

bring herself up ; while he rode onwards, in silent

composure, without taking any more notice of his

fair fellow-traveller, than if she had been his mas-

ter's cloak-bag.

In spite of all the despatch he could make, it

was late before he arrived at the garrison, where he

delivered the letter and the lady to the lieutenant,

who no sooner understood the intention of his

friend, than he ordered all the tubs in the house to

be carried into the hall, and filled with water. Tom
having provided himself with swabs and brushes,

divested the fair stranger of her variegated dra-

pery, which was immediately committed to the

flames, and performed upon her soft and sleek

person the ceremony of scrubbing, as it is prac-

tised on board of the king's ships of war. Yet the

nymph herself did not submit to this purification

without repining. She cursed the director, who
was upon the spot, with many abusive allusions to

his wooden leg ; and as for Pipes the operator, she

employed her talons so effectually upon his face,

that the blood ran over his nose in sundry streams

;

and next morning, when those rivulets were dry,

his countenance resembled the rough bark of a

plumb-tree, plastered with gum. Nevertheless, he

did his duty with great perseverance, cut off her

hair close to the scalp, handled his brushes with

dexterity, applied his swabs of different magnitude

and texture, as the case required ;
and, lastly, rinsed

the whole body with a dozen pails of cold water,

discharged upon her head.

These ablutions being executed, he dried her

with towels, accommodated her with a clean shift,

and, acting the part of a valet-de-chambre, clothed

her from head to foot, in clean and decent apparel

which had belonged to Mrs. Hatchway ; by which
means her appearance was altered so much for the

better, that when Peregrine arrived next day, he

could scarce, believe his own eyes. He was, for

that reason, extremely well pleased with his pur-

chase, and now resolved to indulge a whim, which

seized him at the very instant of his arrival.

He had, as I believe the reader will readily

allow, made considerable progress in the study of

character, from the highest rank to the most hum-
ble station Qf life, and found it diversified in the

same manner, through every degi'ee of subordina-

tion and precedency. Nay, he moreover observed,

that the conversation of those who are dignified

with the appellation of polite company, is neither

more edifying nor entertaining than that which is

met with among the lower classes of mankind ; and

that the only essential difference, in point of de-

meanour, is the form of an education, which the

meanest capacity can acquire, without much study

or application. Possessed of this notion, he deter-

mined to take the young mendicant under his own
tutorage and instruction. In consequence of which,

he hoped he should, in a few weeks, be able to

produce her in company, as an accomplished young
lady of uncommon wit, and an excellent under-

standing.

This extravagant plan he forthwith began to

execute with great eagerness and industry ; and
his endeavours succeeded even beyond his expecta-

tion. The obstacle, in surmounting of which he

found the greatest difficulty, was an inveterate

habit of swearing, which had been indulged from

her infancy, and confirmed by the example of

those among whom she had lived. However, she

had the rudiments of good sense from nature,

which taught her to listen to wholesome advice,

and was so docile as to comprehend and retain the

lessons which her governor recommended to her

attention ; insomuch, that he ventured, in a few

days, to present her at table, among a set of country

squires, to whom she was introduced as niece to

the lieutenant. In that capacity she sat with

becoming easiness of mien (for she was as void of

the mauvaise honte as any duchess in the land),

bowed very graciously to the compliments of the

gentlemen ; and though she said little or nothing,

because she was previously cautioned on that score,

she more than once gave way to laughter, and her

mirth happened to be pretty well timed. In a

word, she attracted the applause and admiration of

the guests, who, after she was withdrawn, com-

plimented Mr. Hatchway upon the beauty, breed-

ing, and good humour of his kinswoman.

But what contributed more than any other cir-

cumstance to her speedy improvement, was some

small insight into the Primer, which she had

acquired at a day school, during the life of her

father, who was a day labourer in the country.

Upon this foundation did Peregrine build a most

elegant superstructure; he culled out choice sen-

tences from Shakspeare, Otway, and Pope, and

taught her to repeat them with an emphasis and

theatrical cadence. He then instructed her in the

names and epithets of the most celebrated players,

which he directed her to pronounce occasionally,

with an air of careless familiarity ;
and, perceiving

that her voice was naturally clear, he enriched it

with remnants of opera tunes, to be hummed
during a pause in conversation, which is generally

supplied with a circulation of a pinch of snuff. By
means of this cultivation, she became a wonderful

proficient in the polite graces of the age ; she, with

great facility, comprehended the scheme of whist,

though cribbage was her favourite game, with

which she had amused herself in her vacant hours,

from her first entrance into the profession of hop-

ping ; and brag soon grew familiar to her practice

and conception.

Thus prepared, she was exposed to the company

of her own sex, being first of all visited by the

parson's daughter, who could not avoid showing

that civility to Mr. Hatchway's niece, after she had

made her public appearance at church. Mrs.

Clover, who had a great share of penetration, could

not help entertaining some doubts about this same

relation, whose name she had never heard the uncle

mention, during the whole term of her residence at
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the garrison. But as the young lady was treated
in that character, she would not refuse her
acquaintance ; and after having seen her at the
castle, actually invited Miss Hatchway to her house.
In short, she made a progress through almost all

the families in the neighbourhood; and by dint of
her quotations (which, by the bye, were not always
judiciously used), she passed for a sprightly young
lady, of uncommon learning and taste.

Peregrine having in this manner initiated her in

the beau monde of the country, conducted her to

London, where she was provided with private lodg-
ings and a female attendant ; and put her immedi-
ately under the tuition of his valet-de-chambre, who
had orders to instruct her in dancing and the French
language. He attended her to plays and concerts
three or four times a-week; and when our hero
thought her sufficiently accustomed to the sight of
great company, he squired her in person to a public
assembly, and danced with her among all the gay
ladies of fashion : not but that there was still an evi-
dent air of rusticity and awkwardness in her de-
meanour, which was interpreted into an agreeable
wildness of spirit, superior to the forms of common
breeding. He afterwards found means to make her
acquainted with some distinguished patterns of her
own sex, by whom she was admitted into the most
elegant parties, and continued to make good her
pretensions to gentility, with great circumspection.
But one evening, being at cards with a certain lady
whom she detected in the very fact of unfair con-
veyance, she taxed her roundly with the fraud, and
brought upon herself such a torrent of sarcastic
reproof, as overbore all her maxims of caution, and
burst open the floodgates of her own natural repar-
tee, twanged off with the appellation of b and
w , which she repeated with great vehemence,
in an attitude of manual defiance, to the terror of
her antagonist, and the astonishment of all present

:

nay, to such an unguarded pitch was she provoked,
that, starting up, she snapt her fingers, in testimony
of disdain, and, as she quitted the room, applied her
hand to that pait which was the last of her that
disappeared, inviting the company to kiss it, by one
of its coarsest denominations.

_

Peregrine was a little disconcerted at this over-
sight in her behaviour, which, by the demon of in-
telligence, was in a moment conveyed to all the
private companies in town : so that she was abso-
lutely excluded from all polite communication,
and Peregrine, for the present, disgraced among the
modest part of his female acquaintance, many of
whom not only forbade him their houses, on ac-
count of the impudent insult he had committed upon
their honour, as well as understanding, in palming
a common trull upon them, as a young lady of birth
and education

; but also aspersed his family, by af-
firming that she was actually his own cousin-ger-
man, whom he had precipitately raised from the
most abject state of humility and contempt. In re-
venge for this calumny, our young gentleman ex-
plained the whole mystery of her promotion, toge-
ther with the motives that induced him to bring her
into the fashionable world ; and repeated among his
companions the extravagant encomiums which had
been bestowed upon her by the most discerning
matrons of the age.

Meanwhile, the infanta herself being rebuked by
her benefactor for this instance of misbehaviour,
promised faithfully to keep a stricter guard for the
future over her conduct, and applied herself with

great assiduity to the studies, in which she was as-
sisted by the Swiss, who gradually lost the freedom
of his heart, while she was profiting by his in-
struction. In other words, she made a conquest of
her preceptor, who yielding to the instigations of
the flesh, chose a proper opportunity to declare his
passion, which was powerfully recommended by his
personal qualifications ; and his intentions being
honourable, she listened to his proposals of espous-
ing her in private. Iu consequence of this agree-
ment, they made an elopement together ; and being
buckled at the Eleet, consummated their nuptials in
private lodgings, by the Seven Dials, from which
the husband next morning sent a letter to our hero,
begging forgiveness for the clandestine step he had
taken, which he solemnly protested was not owing
to any abatement in his inviolable regard for his
master, whom he should always honour and esteem
to his latest breath, but entirely to the irresistible
charms of the young lady, to whom he was now so
happy as to be joined in the silken bonds of mar-
riage.

Peregrin*, though at first offended at his valet's
presumption, was, upon second thoughts, reconciled
to the event by which he was delivered from an en-
cumbrance

; for by this time he had performed his
frolic, and began to be tired of his acquisition. He
reflected upon the former fidelity of the Swiss,
which had been manifested in a long course of ser-
vice and attachment ; and thinking it would be
cruelly severe to abandon him to povery and distress
for one venial trespass, he resolved to pardon what
he had done, and enable him in some shape to pro-
vide for the family which he had entailed upon
himself.

With these sentiments, he sent a favourable an-
swer to the delinquent, desiring to see him as soon
as his passion should permit him to leave the arms
of his spouse for an hour or two ; and Hadgi, in
obedience to this intimation, repaired immediately
to the lodgings of his master, before whom he ap-
peared with a most penitential aspect. Peregrine,
though he could scarce help laughing at his rueful
length of face, reprimanded him sharply for his
disrespect and ingratitude, in taking that by stealth
which he might have had for asking. The culprit
assured him, that next to the vengeance of God, his
master's displeasure was that which of all evils he
dreaded to incur ; but that love had distracted his
brain in such a manner, as to banish every other
consideration but that of gratifying his desire

; and
he owned, that he should not have been able to pre-
serve his fidelity and duty to his own father, had
they interfered with the interest of his passion. He
then appealed to his master's own heart for the re-
mission of his guilt, alluding to certain circumstances
of our hero's conduct, which evinced the desperate
effects of love. In short, he made such an apology
as extorted a smile from his offended judge, who
not only forgave his transgression, but also promised
to put him in some fair way of earning a comfort-
able subsistence.

The Swiss was somuch affected with this instance
of generosity, that he fell upon his knees, and kissed
his hand, praying to heaven, with great fervour, to
make him worthy of such goodness and condescen-
sion. His scheme, he said, was to open a coffee-
house and tavern in some creditable part of the
town, in hopes of being favoured with the custom
of a numerous acquaintance he had made anions
upper servantsand reputable tradesmen.not doubtin <»
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that his -wife would be an ornament to his bar, and

a careful manager of his affairs. Peregrine ap-

proved of the plan, towards the execution of which

he made him and his wife a present of five hundred

pounds, together with a promise of erecting a weekly

club among his friends, for the reputation and ad-

vantage of the house.

Hadgi was so transported with his good fortune,

that he ran to Pipes, who was in the room, and hav-

ing hugged him with great cordiality, and made his

obedience to his master, hied him home to his bride,

to communicate his happiness, cutting capers, and

talking to himself all the way.

CHAPTER LXXXVIU.
He is visited by Pallet—Contracts an Intimacy with a New-

market Nobleman, and is by the Knowing-ones taken in.

This affair being settled, and our adventurer, for

the present, free of all female connexions, he re-

turned to his former course of fast living among
the bucks of the town, and performed innumerable

exploits among whores, bullies, rooks, constables,

and justices of the peace.

In the midst of these occupations, he was one morn-

ing visited by his old fellow-traveller, Pallet, whose

appearance gave him equal surprise and concern.

Though the weather was severe, he was clothed in

the thin summer dress which he had worn at Paris,

and was now, not only threadbare, but, in some

parts, actually patched ; his stockings, by a repeti-

tion of that practice known among economists by
the term of coaxing, hung like pudding bags about

his ankles ; his shirt, though new washed, was of

the saffron hue, and, in divers places, appeared

through the crannies of his breeches ; he had ex-

changed his own hair for a smoke-dried tie periwig,

which all the flour in his drudging box had not

been able to whiten ; his eyes were sunk, his jaws

lengthened beyond their usual extension ; and he

seemed twenty years older than he looked when he

and our hero parted at Rotterdam.

In spite of all these evidences of decay, he accosted

him with a meagre affectation of content and good

humour, struggled piteously to appear gay and un-

concerned, professed his joy at seeing him in Eng-

land, excused himself for having delayed so long

to come and present his respects ;
alleging that,

since his return, he had been a mere slave to the

satisfaction of some persons of quality and taste,

who had insisted upon his finishing some pieces

with the utmost expedition.

Peregrine received him with that compassion and

complaisance which was natural to his disposition

;

inquired about the health of Mrs. Pallet and his

family, and asked if his friend the doctor was in

town? The painter seemed to have resumed his

resentment against that gentleman, of whom he

spoke in contemptuous terms. " The doctor," said

he, " is so much overshadowed with presumption

and self-conceit, that his merit has no relief. It

does not rise. There is no keeping in the picture,

my dear Sir. All the same as if I were to repre-

sent the moon under a cloud ; there will be nothing

but a deep mass of shade, with a little tiny speck

of light in the middle, which would only serve to

make, as it v. ere, the darkness visible. You under-

stand me. Had he taken my advice, it might have
been better for him ; but he is bigoted to his own
opinion. You must know, Mr. Pickle, upon our

return to England, I counselled him to compose a

little smart clever ode upon my Cleopatra. As
Gad shall judge me, I thought it woidd have been

of some service, in helping him out of obscurity

;

for you know, as Sir Richard observes,

Soon will that die, which adds thy fame to mine;

Let me then live, join'd to a work of thine.

By the by, there is a most picturesque contrast in

these lines, of thy and me, living and dying, and thine

and mine. Ah! a prize upon it! Dick, after all,

was the man. Ecod ! he rounded it off. But, to

return to this unhappy young man, would you

believe it, he tossed up his nose at my friendly pro-

posal, and gabbled something in Greek, which is

not worth repeating. The case was this, my dear

Sir, he was out of humour at the neglect of the

world. He thought the poets of the age were

jealous of his genius, and strove to crush it accord-

ingly, while the rest of mankind wanted taste suffi-

cient to discern it. Eor my own part, I profess

myself one of these ; and as the clown in Billy

Shakspeare says of the courtier's oath, had I sworn

by the doctor's genius, that the pancakes were

naught, they might have been for all that very

good, yet shouldn't I have been forsworn? Let

that be as it will, he retired from town in great

dudgeon, and set up his rest near a hill in Derby-

shire, with two tops, resembling Parnassus, and a

well at the bottom, which he had christened Hyp-

o'-the-Green. Egad! if he stays in that habitation,

'tis my opinion he'll soon grow green with the hip

indeed. He'll be glad of an opportunity to return

to the flesh-pots of Egypt, and pay his court to the

slighted queen Cleopatra. Ha ! well remembered,

by this light you shall know, my good Sir, that this

same Egyptian princess has been courted by so

many gallants of taste, that, as I hope to live, I

found myself in some sort of dilemma, because in

parting with her to one, I should have disobliged

all his rivals. Now a man would not choose to

give offence to his friends, at least I lay it down as i

a maxim, to avoid the smallest appearance of in-

gratitude. Perhaps I may be in the wrong. But

every man has his way. For this reason, I pro-

posed to all the candidates, that a lottery or raffle

should be set on foot, by which every individual

would have an equal chance for her good graces,

and the prize be left to the decision of fortune.

The scheme was mightily relished, and the terms

being such a trifle as half a guinea, the whole town

crowded into my house, in order to subscribe.

But there I was their humble servant. Gentlemen,

you must have a little patience till my own parti-

cular friends are served. Among that number, I

do myself the honour to consider Mr. Pickle.

Here is a copy of the proposals ;
and, if the list

should be adorned with his name, I hope, notwith-

standing his merited success among the young

ladies, he will for once be shunned by that little

vixen called Miss Fortune ! he, he, he
!"

So saying, he bowed with a thousand apish

conges, and presented his paper to Peregrine, who,

seeing the number of subscribers was limited to

one hundred, said he thought him too moderate in

his expectations, as he did not doubt that his picture

would be a cheap purchase at five hundred, instead

of fifty pounds, at which the price was fixed. To
this unexpected remark Pallet answered, that among

the connoisseurs he would not pretend to appraise

his picture ; but that, in valuing his works, he was
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obliged to have an eye to the Gothic ignorance of
the age in which he lived.

Our adventurer saw at once into the nature of
this raffle, which was no other than a begging shift
to dispose of a paltry piece, that he could sot other-
wise have sold for twenty shillings. However, far
frcm shocking the poor man in distress, by dropping
the least hint of his conjecture, he desired to be
favoured with six chances, if the circumstances of
his plan would indulge him so far; and the painter,
after some hesitation, condescended to comply with
his request, out of pure friendship and veneration

;

though he observed, that, in so doing, he must
exclude some of his most intimate companions.
Having received the money, he gave Pickle his
address, desiring he would, with his convenience,
visit the princess, who he was sure, would display
her most engaging attractions, in order to captivate
his fancy

; and took his leave extremely well pleased
with the success of his application.
Though Peregrine was tempted with the curiosity

of seeing this portrait, which he imagined must
contain some analogy to the ridiculous oddity of
the painter, he would not expose himself to the
disagreeable alternative of applauding the perform-
ance, contrary to the dictates of conscience and
common sense, or of condemning it, to the unspeak-
able mortification of the miserable author; and
therefore never dreamt of returning the painter's
visit. Nor did he ever hear of the lottery's bein"-
drawn. °

About this time he was invited to spend a few
weeks at the country seat of a certain nobleman,
with whom he had contracted an acquaintance, in
the course of his debauches, which we have already
described. His lordship being remarkable for his
skill and success in horse-racing, his house was con-
tinually filled with the connoisseurs and admirers
of that sport, upon which the whole conversation
turned, insomuch that Peregrine gradually imbibed
some knowledge in horse-flesh, and the diversions
of the course

; for the whole occupation of the day,
exclusive of eating and drinking, consisted in view-
ing, managing, and exercising his lordship's stud.
Our hero looked upon these amusements with an

eye of taste, as well as curiosity
; he contemplated

the animal as a beautiful and elegant part of the
creation, and relished the surprising exertion of its
speed with a refined and classical delight. In a
little time he became personally acquainted with
every horse in the stable, and interested himself in
the reputation of each ; while he also gratified his
appetite for knowledge, in observing the methods
of preparing their bodies, and training them to the
race. His landlord saw and encouraged his eager-
ness, from which he promised himself some ad-
vantage; he formed several private matches for
his entertainment, and flattered his discernment
by permitting him to be successful in the first bets
he made. Thus was he artfully decoyed into a
spirit of keenness and adventure, and disposed to
depend upon his own judgment, in opposition to
that of people who had made horse-racing the sole
study of their lives. He accompanied my lord to
Newmarket, and entering at once into the genius
of the place, was marked as fair game, by all the
knowing ones there assembled, many of whom
found means to take him in, in spite of all the
cautions and admonitions of his lordship who
wanted to reserve him for his own use.

It is almost impossible for any man, let him be

C6'.l

never so fearful or phlegmatic, to be an unconcerned
spectator in this busy scene. The demon of p,ay
hovers in the air, like a pestilential vapour, tainting
the minds of all present with infallible infection^
which communicates from one person to another'
like the circulation of a general panic. Peregrine
was seized with this epidemic distemper to a violent
degree

; and, after having lost a few loose hundreds,
in his progress through the various rookeries of the
place, entered into partnership with his noble friend
in a grand match, upon the issue of which he
ventured no less than three thousand pounds. In-
deed he would not have risked such a considerable
sum, had not his own confidence been reinforced
by the opinion and concurrence of his lordship,
who hazarded an equal bet upon the same event,
These two associates engaged themselves in the
penalty of six thousand pounds, to run one chaise
and four against another, three times round the
course

; and our adventurer had the satisfaction of
seeing his antagonist distanced in the first and
second heat

; but, all of a sudden, one of the horses
of his machine was knocked up, by which accident
the victory was ravished almost from his very
grasp, and he was obliged to endure the damage
and the scorn.

He was deeply affected with this misfortune,
which he imputed to his own extravagance and
temerity

; but discovered no external signs of af-
fliction, because his illustrious partner bore his loss
with the most philosophic resignation, consoling
himself, as well as Pickle, with the hope of making
it up on some other occasion. Nevertheless, our
young gentleman could not help admiring,' and

f
ven envying his equanimity, not knowing that his

lordship had managed matters so as to be a gainer
by the misfortune

; which to retrieve, Peregrine
purchased several horses, at the recommendation
oi his friend

; and, instead of returning to London,
made a tour with him to all the celebrated races
in England, at which, after several vicissitudes of
fortune, he made shift, before the end of the season
to treble his loss.

But his hopes seemed to increase with his ill
luck. In the beginning of winter he came to
town, fully persuaded that fortune must necessarily
change, and that next season he should reap the
happy fruits of his experience. In this confidence
he seemed to drown all ideas of prudence and
economy. His former expense was mere parsi-
mony, compared with that which he now incurredHe subscribed to the opera, and half a dozen con-
certs at different parts of the town ; was a benefactor
to several hospitals; purchased a collection of
valuable pictures

; took a house, and furnished itm a most magnificent taste, laid in a large stock of
* rench wines, and gave extravagant entertainments
to his quality friends, who, in return, loaded him
with compliments, and insisted upon his makino-
use of their interest and good will.

CHAPTER LXXXIX.
He is taken into the Protection of a great Man ; sets up for
a Member of Parliament; is disappointed in his Expecta-

tion, and finds himself egregiously outwitted.

Among these professed patrons, the greatest part ofwhom Peregrine saw through, there was one grea
personage, who seemed to support with dignity thesphere in which fortune had placed him/ His

B B
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behaviour to Fickle was not a series of grinning com-

plaisance in a flat repetition of general expressions

of friendship and regard. He demeaned himself

with a seemingly honest reserve, in point of pro-

fession ; his advances to Feregrine appeared to be

the result of deliberation and experiment ; he chid

the young gentleman for his extravagance, with the

authority of a parent, and the sincerity of a fast

friend; and having, by gradual inquiries, made

himself acquainted with the state of his private

affairs, condemned his conduct with an air of can-

dour and concern. He represented to him the folly

and dangerous consequences of the profligate life

in which he had plunged himself, counselled him

with great warmth to sell off his race-horses, which

would otherwise insensibly eat him up ; to retrench

all superfluous expense, which would only serve to

expose him to the ridicule and ingratitude of those

who were benefited by it ; to lay out his money

upon secure mortgages, at good interest ; and carry

into execution his former design of standing candi-

date for a borough, at the ensuing election for a

new parliament ; in which case this nobleman pro-

mised to assist him with his influence and advice ;

assuring him, that, if he could once procure a seat

in the house, he might look upon his fortune as

already made.
Our adventurer perceiving the wisdom and sanity

of this advice, for which he made his acknowledg-

ments to his generous monitor, protested that he

would adhere to it in every particular, and imme-

diately set about a reformation. He accordingly

took cognizance of his most minute affairs, and,

after an exact scrutiny, gave his patron to under-

stand, that, exclusive of his furniture, his fortune

was reduced to fourteen thousand three hundred

and thirty pounds, in Bank and South-sea annuities,

over and above the garrison and its appendages,

which he reckoned at sixty pounds a year. He
therefore desired, that, as his lordship had been so

kind as to favour hiai with his friendship and

advice, he would extend his generosity still farther,

by putting him in a way of making the most ad-

vantage of his money. My lord said, that, for his

own part, he did not choose to meddle in money

matters ; that Mr. Pickle would find abundance of

people ready to borrow it upon land security ; but

that he ought to be extremely cautious in a trans-

action of such consequence; promising, at the

same time, to employ his own steward in seeking

out a mortgager to whom it might be safely lent.

This agent was accordingly set at work, and for

a few days made a fruitless inquiry ; so that the

young gentleman was obliged to have recourse to

his own intelligence, by which he got notice of

several people of reputed credit, who offered him

mortgages for the whole sum ; but when he made

a report of the particulars to his noble friend, his

lordship started such doubts and objections relating

to each, that he was deterred from entering into any

engagements with the proposers; congratulating

himself, in the mean time, on his good fortune, in

being favoured with the advice and direction of

such a sage counsellor. Nevertheless, he began to

be impatient, after having unsuccessfully consulted

all the money-brokers and conveyancers about

town, and resolved to try the expedient of a publie

advertisement. But he was persuaded by my lord

to postpone that experiment, until every other me-
thod should have failed, because it would attract

the attention of all the pettifoggers in London,

who, though they might not be able to over-reach,

would infallibly" harass and tease him out of all

tranquillity.

It was on the back of this conversation that Pe-

regrine, chancing to meet the steward near his

lord's house, stopped him in the street, to give him

an account of his bad luck ; at which the other ex-

pressed some concern, and rubbing his chin with

his hand, in a musing posture, told Pickle, there

was a thought just come into his head, pointing out

one way of doing his business effectually. The

youth, upon this intimation, begged he would ac-

company him to the next coffee house, in which

having chosen a private situation, this grave mana-

ger gave him to understand, that a part of my
lord's estate was mortgaged, in consequence of a

debt contracted by his grandfather, for provision to

the younger children of the family ; and that the

equity of redemption would be foreclosed in a

few months, unless the burden could be discharged.

" My lord," said he, " has always lived in a splendid

manner, and notwithstanding his ample fortune,

together with the profits accruing from the posts

he enjoys, he saves so little money, that, upon this

occasion, I know he will be obliged to borrow ten

thousand pounds to make up the sum that is requi-

site to redeem the mortgage. Now, certain I am,

that, when his design comes to be known, he will

be solicited on all hands by people desirous of

lending money upon such undoubted security ;
and

'tis odds but he has already promised the preference

to some particular acquaintance. However, as I

know he has your interest very much at heart, I

will, if you please, sound his lordship upon the

subject, and in a day or two give you notice of my
success."

Peregrine, ravished with the prospect of settling

this affair so much to his satisfaction, thanked the

steward for his friendly hint and undertaking,

which he assured him should be acknowledged by

a more solid proof of his gratitude, provided the

business could be brought to bear ; and next day

he was visited by this kind manager, with the

happy news of his lordship's having consented to

borrow ten thousand pounds of his stock upon

mortgage, at the interest of five per cent. This in-

formation he received as an instance of the singular

esteem of his noble patron ; and the papers being

immediately drawn and executed, the money was

deposited in the hands of the mortgager, who, m
the hearing of the lender, laid strong injunctions

on his steward to pay the interest punctually at

quarter-day.

The best part of our hero's fortune being thus

happily deposited, and the agent gratified with a

present of fifty pieces, he began to put his retrench-

ing scheme in execution ; all his serv ants, Pipes

excepted, were discharged, his chariot and running

horses disposed of, his house-keeping broke up, and

his furniture sold by auction. Nay, the heat of his

disposition was as remarkable in this as any other

transaction in his life ; for every step of his saving

project was taken with such eagerness, and even

precipitation, that most of his companions thought

he was either ruined or mad. But he answered

all their expostulations with a string of prudent

apophthegms, such as, " The shortest follies are the

best ;" " Better to retrench upon conviction than

compulsion ;" and divers other wise maxims, seem-

ingly the result of experience and philosophic re-

flection. To such a degree of enthusiasm did his
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present economy prevail, that he was actually seized
with the desire of amassing. And as he every day
received proposals from those brokers whom he
had employed, about the disposal of his cash, he at
length ventured fifteen hundred pounds upon bot-

i tomry, being tempted by the excessive premium.
But it must be observed, for the honour of our

adventurer, that this reformation did not at all in-
terfere with the good qualities of his heart. He was
etill as friendly and benevolent as ever, though his
liberality was more subject to the restraint of rea-
son ; and he might have justly pleaded, in vindication
of his generosity, that he retrenched the superfluities
in his own way of living, in order to preserve the
power of assisting his fellow-creatures in distress.
Numberless were the objects to which he extended
his charity in private. Indeed, he exerted this
virtue in secret, not only on account ofavoiding the
charge of ostentation, but also because he was
ashamed of being detected in such an awkward
unfashionable practice, by the censorious observers
of this humane generation. In this particular, he
seemed to confound the ideas of virtue and vice

;

for he did good, as other people do evil, by stealth

;

and was so capricious in point of behaviour, that
frequently, in public, he wagged his tongue in
satirical animadversions upon that poverty which
his hand had in private relieved. Yet, far from
shunning the acquaintance, or discouraging the
solicitation of those who, he thought, wanted his
assistance, he was always accessible, open, and com-
plaisant to them, even when the haughtiness of his
temper kept his superiors at a distance ; and often
saved a modest man the anguish and confusion of
declaring himself, by penetrating into his necessity,
and anticipating his request, in a frank offer of his

,,i purse and friendship.

Not that he practised this beneficence to all the
, needy of his acquaintance without distinction ; there

is always a set of idle profligate fellows, who, hav-
ing squandered away their own fortunes, and con-
quered all sense of honour and shame, maintain
themselves by borrowing from those who have not
yet finished the same career, and want resolution
to resist their importunate demands. To these he
was always inflexible

; though he could not abso-
lutely detach himself from their company, because,
by dint of effrontery, and such of their original

.. connexions as they have been able to retain, they
find admission to all places of fashionable resort.

_
Several unsuccessful attacks had been made upon

his pocket by beggars of this class. One of the
most artful of them, having one day joined him in
the mall, and made the usual observation on the
weather, d—ed all the fogs of London, and began
a dissertation on the difference of air, preferring
that of the country in which he was born to any
climate under the sun. " Was you ever in Glou-
cestershire ?" said he to Peregrine ; who replying in
the negative, he thus went on. " I have got a house
there, where I should be glad to see you. Let us go
down together during the Easter holidays ; I can
promise you good country fare and wholesome ex-
ercise

; for I have every thing within myself, and
as good a pack of fox-hounds as any in the three
kingdoms. I shan't pretend to expatiate upon the
elegance of the house, which to be sure is an old
building

; and these, you know, are generally cold,
and not very convenient. But, curse the house

;

the dirty acres about it are the thing; and ad—ed fine parcel they are, to be sure. If my old

grandmother was dead—she can't live another sea-
son, for she's turned of fourscore, and quite wore
out. Nay, as for that matter, I believe I have got
a letter in my pocket, giving an account of h«
being despaired of by the doctors. Let me see

—

No, d—n it, I left it at home, in the pocket of
another coat."

Pickle, who, from the beginning of this harangue,
saw its tendency, seemed to yield the most serious
attention to what he said : breaking in upon it,

every now and then, with the interjections, hum !

ha! the deuce! and several civil questions, from
which the other conceived happy omens of success

;

till perceiving they had advanced as far as the
passage into St. James's, the mischievous youth
interrupted him all at once, saying, "I see you are
for the end of the walk ; this is my way." With
these words he took leave of the saunterer, who
would have delayed his retreat, by calling to him
aloud, that he had not yet described the situation
of his castle. But Peregrine, without stopping,
answered in the same tone, " Another time will do
as well ;" and in a moment disappeared, leaving the
projector very much mortified with his disappoint-
ment ; for his intention was to close the description
with a demand of twenty pieces, to be repaid out of
the first remittance he should receive from his estate.

It would have been well for our hero, had he
always acted with the same circumspection. But
he had his unguarded moments, in which he fell a
prey to the unsuspecting integrity of his own heart.
There was a person among the number of his ac-
quaintances, whose conversation he particularly
relished, because it was frank, agreeable, and
fraught with many sensible observations upon the
craft and treachery of mankind. This gentleman
had made shift to discuss a very genteel fortune,
though it was spent with taste and reputation, and
now he was reduced to his shifts for the mainte-
nance of his family, which consisted of a wife and
chdd. Not that he was destitute of the necessaries
of life, being comfortably supplied by the bounty
of his friends

; but this was a provision not at
all suited to his inclination

; and he had endea-
voured, by divers unsuccessful schemes, to retrieve
his former independency.

Peregrine happened one evening to be sitting
alone in a coffee-house, where he overheard a con-
versation between this schemer and another gentle-
man, touching an affair that engaged his attention.
The stranger had been left trustee for fifteen
hundred pounds bequeathed to the other's daughter
by an aunt, and was strongly solicited to pay the
money to the child's father, who assured him, he
had then an opportunity to lay it out in such a
manner as would greatly conduce to the advantage
of his family. The trustee reminded him ofthe nature
of his charge, which made him accountable for the
money until the child should have attained the age
of eighteen

; but at the same time gave him to un-
derstand, that, if he could procure such security as
would indemnify him from the consequences, he
would forthwith pay the legacy into his hands.
To this proposal the father replied, that it was not
to be supposed he would risk the fortune of his only
child upon any idle scheme or precarious issue

;

and therefore he thought it reasonable, that he
should have the use of it in the mean time; and
that, as to security, he was loth to trouble anv of
his .r.ends about an affair which might be com-
promised withont their interposition; observing

B b 2
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that he -would not look upon his condescension as a

favour, if obtained by security, on which he could

borrow the same sum from any usurer in town.

After much importunity on one side, and evasion

on the other, the monied gentleman told him, that,

though he -would not surrender the sum deposited

in Ms hands for the use of his daughter, he -would

lend him what he should have occasion for, in the

mean time ; and if, upon her being of age, he should

be able to obtain her concurrence, the money
should be placed to her account, provided he could

find any person of credit, who would join with him

in a bond, for the assurance of the lender. This

proviso was an obstruction which the other would

not have been able to surmount, without great diffi-

culty, had not his cause been espoused by our hero,

who thought it was a pity a man of honour and

understanding should suffer in his principal con-

cerns, on such a paltry consideration. He there-

fore, presuming on his acquaintance, interposed in

the conversation as a friend, who interested himself

in the affair; and, being fully informed of the

particulars, offered himself as a security for the

lender.

'

This gentleman being a stranger to Peregrine,

was next day made acquainted with his funds ; and,

without further scruple, accommodated his friend

with one thousand pounds, for which he took their

bond payable in six months, though he protested

that the money should never be demanded, until

the infant should be of age, unless some accident

should happen wliich he could not then foresee.

Pickle believed this declaration sincere, because he

could have no interest in dissembling ; but what

he chiefly depended upon, for his own security, was

the integrity and confidence of the borrow er, who
assured him, that happen what would, he should be

able to stand between him and all danger; the

nature of his plan being such, as would infallibly

treble the sura in a very few months.

In a little time after this transaction, writs being

issued out for electing a new parliament, our

adventurer, by the advice of his patron, went into

the country, in order to canvas for a borough, and

lined his pockets with a competent share of bank-

notes for the occasion. But in this project he un-

fortunately happened to interfere with the interest

of a great family in the opposition, who, for a long

series of years, had made members for that place ;

and were now so much offended at the intrusion of

our young gentleman, that they threatened to spend

ten thousand pounds in frustrating his design. This

menace was no other than an incitement to Pere-

grine, who confided so much in his own influence

and address, that he verily believed he should be

able to baffle his Grace, even in his own territories.

By that victory he hoped to establish his reputation

and interest with the minister, who, through the

recommendation of his noble friend, countenanced

his cause, and would have been very well pleased

to see one of his great enemies suffer such a dis-

graceful overthrow, which would have, moreover,

in a great measure, shaken his credit with his

faction.

Our hero, intoxicated with the ideas of pride

and ambition, put all his talents to the test, in the

execution of this project. He spared no expense
in treating the electors ; but finding himself rivalled

in this respect by his competitor, who was power-
fully supported, he had recourse to those qualifica-

tions in which he thought himself superior. He

made balls for the ladies, visited the matrons of

the corporation, adapted himself to their various

humours with surprising facility, drank with those

who loved a cherishing cup m private, made love to

the amorous, prayed with the religious, gossipped

with those who delighted in scandal, and with

great sagacity contrived agreeable presents to them
all. This was the most effectual method of engaging

such electors as were under the influence of their

wives. As for the rest, he assailed them in their

own way, setting whole hogsheads of beer and wine

abroach, for the benefit of all comers ; and into

those sordid hearts that liquor would not open, he

found means to convey himself by the help of a

golden key.

While he thus exerted himself, his antagonist

was not idle ; his age and infirmities would not

permit him to enter personally into their parties
;

but his stewards and adherents bestirred themselves

with great industry and perseverance. The market

for votes ran so high, that Pickle's ready money
was exhausted before the day of election, and he

was obliged to write to his patron an account of the

dilemma to which he was reduced, entreating him
to take such speedy measures as would enable him
to finish the business which he had so happily begun.

This nobleman communicated the circumstances

of the case to the minister, and in a day or two our

candidate found credit with the receiver-general of

the county, who lent him twelve hundred pounds on

his personal note, payable on demand. By means

of this new supply he managed matters so suc-

cessfully, that an evident majority of votes was

secured in his interest, and nothing could have

obstructed his election, had not the noble peer who
set up his competitor, in order to avoid the shame

and mortification of being foiled in his own bo-

rough, offered to compromise the affair with his

honour, by giving up two members in another

place, provided the opposition should cease in his

own corporation. This proposal was greedily

embraced. On the eve of the election, Peregrine

received an intimation from his patron, desiring

him to quit his pretensions, on pain of his and the

minister's displeasure, and promising that he should

be elected for another place.

No other disappointment in life could have given

him such chagrin as he felt at the receipt of this

tantalizing order, by which the cup of success was

snatched from his "lip, and all the vanity of his

ambitious hope humbled in the dust. He cursed

the whole chain of his court connexions, inveighed

with great animosity against the rascally scheme of

politics to which he was sacrificed, and, in con-

clusion, swore he would not give up the fruits of

his own address for the pleasure of any minister

upon earth. This laudable resolution, however,

was rendered ineffectual by his friend the receiver-

general, who was bearer of the message, and, after

having in vain endeavoured to persuade him to

submission, fairly arrested him upon the spot for

the money he had advanced ; this expedient being

performed by virtue of a writ which he had been

advised to take out, in case the young man should

prove refractory.

The reader, who by this time must be pretty well

acquainted with the" disposition of our hero, may

easily conceive how he relished this adventure. At

first,'all the faculties of his soul were swallowed up

in astonishment and indignation ; and some minutes

elapsed before his nerves would obey the impulse
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of his rage, -which manifested itself in such an
application to the temples of the plaintiff, as laid

him sprawling on the floor. This assault, which
"was committed in a tavern, -whither he had been
purposely decoyed, attracted the regard of the
bailiff and his followers, who, to the number of
four, rushed upon him at once, in order to over-
power him ; but his wrath inspired him with such
additional strength and agility, that he disengaged
himself from them in a trice, and, seizing a poker,
which was the first weapon that presented itself to his

hand, exercised it upon their skulls with incredible
dexterity and execution. The officer himself, who
had been the first that presumed to lay violent
hands upon him, felt the first effects of his fury in

a blow upon the jaws, in consequence of which he
lost three of his teeth, and fell athwart the body of
the receiver, with which he formed the figure of a
St. Andrew's cross. One of his myrmidons, seeing
the fate of his chief, would not venture to attack
the victor in front, but, wheeling to one side, made
an attempt upon him in flank, and was received
obliquely by our hero's left hand and foot, so
masterly disposed to the right side of his leg, and
the left side of his ueck, that he bolted head fore-
most into the chimney, where his chin was en-
countered by the grate, which in a moment seared
him to the bone. The rest of the detachment did
not think proper to maintain the dispute, but,
evacuating the room with great expedition, locked
the door on the outside, and bellowed aloud to the
receiver's servants, beseeching them to come to the
assistance of their master, who was in danger of
his life.

_

Meanwhile, this gentleman having recollected
himself, demanded a parley ; which having with
difficulty obtained of our incensed candidate, in
consequence of the most submissive application, he
complained grievously of the young gentleman's
intemperance and heat of disposition, and very
calmly represented the danger of his rashness and
indiscretion. He told him, that nothing could be
more outrageous or idle, than the resistance he had
made against the laws of his country, because he
would find it impracticable to withstand the whole
executive power of the country, which he could
easily raise to apprehend and secure him ; that over
and above the disgrace that would accrue to him
from this imprudent conduct, he would knock his
own interest on the head, by disobliging his friends
in the administration, who were, to his knowledge,
at present very well disposed to do him service

;

that, for his own part, what he had done was by the
express order of his superiors, and not out of any
desire of distressing him ; and that far from being
his enemy, notwithstanding the shocking insult he
had sustained, he was ready to withdraw the writ,

provided he would listen to any reasonable terms
of accommodation.

Peregrine, who was not more prone to anger
than open to conviction, being appeased by his

condescension, moved by his arguments, and chid
by his own reflection for what he had done in the
precipitation of his wrath, began to give ear to his
remonstrances ; and the bailiffs being ordered to
withdraw, they entered into a conference, the result
of which was our adventurer's immediate departure
for London ; so that next day his competitor was
unanimously chosen, because nobody appeared to

oppose his election.

The discontented Tickle, on his arrival in town,

went directly to the house of his patron, to whom,
in the anguish of his disappointment, he bitterly

complained of the treatment he had received, by
which, besides the disgrace of his overthrow, he
was no less than two thousand pounds out of pocket,

exclusive of the debt for which he stood engaged to

the receiver. His lordship, who was prepared for

this expostulation, on his knowledge of the young
man's impetuous temper, answered all the articles

of his charge with great deliberation, giving him
to understand the motives that induced the minister
to quit his interest in that borough ; and soothing
him with assurances that his loss would be amply
rewarded by his honour, to whom he was next day
introduced by this nobleman, in the warmest style

of recommendation. The minister, who was a
pattern of complaisance, received him with the
most engaging affability ; thanked him very kindly
for his endeavours to support and strengthen the
interest of the administration ; and faithfully pro-
mised to lay hold on the first opportunity to express
the sense he had of his zeal and attachment

;

desiring to see him often at his levee, that, in the
multiplicity of business, he might not be in danger
of forgetting his services and desert.

CHAPTER XC.

Peregrine commences Minister's Dependent—Meets by Acci-

dent with Mrs. Gauntlet—And descends gradually in the

Condition of Life.

This reception, favourable as it was, did not please

Peregrine, who had too much discernment to be
cajoled with general promises, at a time when he
thought himself entitled to the most particular as-

surance. He accordingly signified his disgust to

his introductor, giving him to understand, that he
had laid his account with being chosen representa-

tive of one of those boroughs for which he had
been sacrificed. His lordship agreed to the reason-

ableness of his expectation, observing, however,
that he could not suppose the minister would enter

upon business with him on his first visit ; and that

it would be time -enough at his next audience to

communicate his demand.
Notwithstanding this remonstrance, our hero

continued to indulge his suspicion and chagrin, and
even made a point of it with his patron, that his

lordship should next day make application in his

behalf, lest the two seats should be filled up, on
pretence of his inclinations being unknown. Thus
importuned, my lord went to his principal, and re-

turned with an answer, importing that his honour
was extremely sorry that Mr. Pickle had not signi-

fied his request before the boroughs in question

were promised to two gentlemen whom he could
not now disappoint, with any regard to his own
credit or interest ; but as several persons who
would be chosen were, to his certain knowledge,
very aged and infirm, he did not doubt that there
would be plenty of vacant seats in a very short

time, and then the young gentleman might depend
upon his friendship.

Peregrine was so much irritated at this intima-

tion, that, in the first transports of his anger, he forgot
the respect he owed his friend, and in his presence
inveighed against the minister, as a person devoid
of gratitude and candour, protesting, that if ever an
opportunity should offer itself, he would spend the

whole remains of his fortune in opposing his mea-
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sures. The nobleman having given him time to

exhaust the impetuosity of his passion, rebuked him
very calmly for his disrespectful expressions, which

were equally injurious and indiscreet ; assured him
that this project of revenge, if ever put in execu-

tion, would redound to his own prejudice and con-

fusion ; and advised him to cultivate and improve,

with patience and assiduity, the footing he had

already obtained in the minister's good graces.

Our hero, convinced of the truth, though not

satisfied with the occasion of his admonitions, took

his leave in a fit of sullen discontent, and began to

ruminate upon the shattered posture of his affairs.

All that now remained of the ample fortune he had

inherited was the sum he had deposited in his lord-

ship's hands, together with fifteen hundred pounds

he had ventured on bottomry, and the garrison,

which he had left for the use and accommodation

of the lieutenant ;
and, on the per contra side of his

account, he was debtor for the supply he had re-

ceived from the receiver-general, and the money
for which he was bound in behalf of his friend ; so

that he found himself, for the first time of his life,

very much embarrassed in his circumstances. For,

of the first half year's interest of his ten thousand,

which was punctually paid, he had but fourscore

pounds in bank, without any prospect of a far-

ther supply till the other term, which was at the

distance of four long months. He seriously re-

flected upon the uncertainty of human affairs ; the

ship with his fifteen hundred pounds might be lost,

the gentleman for whom he was security might

miscarry in this, as well as in his former projects,

and the minister might one day, through policy or

displeasure, expose him to the mercy of his depen-

dent, who was in possession of his notes.

These suggestious did not at all contribute to the

ease of our adventurer's mind, already raffled by
his disappointment. He cursed his own folly and

extravagance, by which he was reduced to such an

uncomfortable situation. He compared his own
conduct with that of some young gentlemen of his

acquaintance, who, while he was squandering away
the best part of his inheritance, had improved their

fortunes, strengthened their interest, and increased

their reputation. He was abandoned by his gaiety

and good humour, his countenance gradually con-

tracted itself into a representation of severity and

care, he dropped all his amusements and the com-
panions of his pleasure, and turned his whole

attention to the minister, at whose levee he never

failed to appear.

While he thus laboured in the wheel of depend-

ence, with all that mortification which a youth of

his pride and sensibility may be supposed to feel

from such a disagreeable necessity, he one day
heard himself called by name, as he crossed the

park ; and turning, perceived the wife of Captain

Gauntlet, with another lady. He no sooner recog-

nised the kind Sophy, than he accosted her with

his' wonted civility and friendship ; but his former

sprightly air was metamorphosed into such austerity,

or rather dejection of feature, that she could scarce

believe her own eyes ; and, in her astonishment,
" Is it possible," said she, " that the gay Mr. Pickle

should be so much altered in such a short space of

time !" He made no other reply to this exclama-
tion, but by a languid smile ; and asked how long
she had been in town ? observing, that he would
have paid his compliments to her at her own lodg-

ings, had he been favoured with the least intim-'tion

of her arrival. After having thanked him for his

politeness, she told him, it was not owing to any
abatement of her friendship and esteem for him,

that she had omitted to give him that notice ; but

his abrupt departure from Windsor, and the man-
ner in which he quitted Mr. Gauntlet, had given

her just grounds to believe that they had incurred

his displeasure ; which suspicion was reinforced by
his long silence and neglect from that period to the

present time. She observed it was still farther

confirmed, by his forbearing to inquire for Emilia

and her brother. " Judge, then," said she, " if I

had any reason to believe that you would be pleased

to hear that I was in town. However, I will not

detain you at present, because you seem to be en-

gaged about some particular business ;
but, if you

will favour me with your company at breakfast to-

morrow, I shall be much pleased, and honoured to

boot, by the visit." So saying, she gave him a

direction to her lodgings ; and he took his leave,

with a faithful promise of seeing her at the appointed

time.

He was very much affected with this advance of

Sophy, which he considered as an instance of her

uncommon sweetness of temper; he felt strange

longings of returning friendship towards Godfrey ;

and the remembrance of Emilia melted his heart,

already softened with grief and mortification. Next
day he did not neglect his engagement, and had the

pleasure of enjoying a long conversation with this

sensible young lady, who gave him to understand

that her husband was with his regiment ; and pre-

sented to him a fine boy, the first fruits of their love,

whom they had christened by the name of Pere-

grine, in memory of the friendship which had sub-

sisted between Godfrey and our youth.

This proof of their regard, notwithstanding the

interruption in their correspondence, made a deep

impression upon the mind of our adventurer, who
having made the warmest acknowledgments for

this undeserved mark of respect, took the child in

his arms, and almost devoured him with kisses,

protesting before God, that he should always con-

sider him with the tenderness of a parent. This was

the highest compliment he could pay to the gentle

Sophy, who again kindly chid him for his disdainful

and precipitate retreat, immediately after her mar-

riage ; and expressed an earnest desire of seeing him

and the captain reconciled. He assured her, nothing

could give him greater satisfaction than such an

event, to which he would contribute all that lay in

his power, though he could not help looking upon

himself as injured by Captain Gauntlet's behaviour,

which denoted a suspicion of his honour, as well as

contempt for his understanding. The lady under-

took for the concession of her husband, who, she

told him, had been extremely sorry for his own

heat, after Mr. Pickle's departure, and would have

followed him to the garrison, in order to solicit his

forgiveness, had he not been restrained by certain

punctilios, occasioned by some acrimonious expres-

sions that dropped from Peregrine at the inn.

After having cleared up this misunderstanding,

she proceeded to give an account of Emilia, whose

behaviour, at that juncture, plainly indicated a con-

tinuance of affection for her first lover; and desired,

that he would give her full powers to bring that

matter also to an accommodation :
" For I am not

more certain of my own existence," said she, " tnan

that you are still in possession of my sister's heart."

At this declaration, the tear started in his eye.
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But he shook his head, and declined her good
offices, wishing that the young lady might be
much more happy than ever he should be able to

make her.

Mrs. Gauntlet, confounded at these expressions,
and moved by the desponding manner in which
they were delivered, begged to know if any new
obstacle was raised, by some late change in his

sentiments or situation. And he, in order to avoid
a painful explanation, told her, that he had long
despaired of being able to vanquish Emilia's resent-

ment, and for that reason quitted the pursuit, which
he would never renew, howsoever his heart might
suffer by that resolution

; though he took Heaven
to witness, that his love, esteem, and admiration of
her, were not in the least impaired. But the true
motive of his laying aside his design, was the
consciousness of his decayed fortune, which, by
adding to the sensibility of his pride, increased the
horror of another repulse. She expressed her
concern for this determination, both on his own
account, and in behalf of Emilia, whose happiness,
in her opinion, depended upon his constancy and
affection ; and she would have questioned him more
minutely about the state of his affairs, had not he
discouraged the inquiry, by seeking to introduce
another subject of conversation.

After mutual protestations of friendship and re-

gard, he promised to visit her often, during her
residence in town ; and took his leave in a strange
perplexity of mind, occasioned by the images of
love, intruding upon the remonstrances of carking
care. He had some time ago forsaken those ex-
travagant companions with whom he had rioted in

the heyday of his fortune, and begun to consort
with a graver and more sober species of acquaint-
ance. But he now found himself disabled from
cultivating the society of these also, who were men
of ample estates and liberal dispositions ; in con-
sequence of which, their parties were too expensive
for the consumptive state of his finances ; so that

he was obliged to descend to another degree, and
mingle with a set of old bachelors and younger
brothers, who subsisted on slender annuities, or
what is called a bare competency in the public
funds. This association was composed of second-
hand politicians and minor critics, who in the fore-

noon saunter in the Mall, or lounge at shows of
pictures, appear in the drawing-room once or twice
a-week, dine at an ordinary, decide disputes in a
coffee-house, with an air of superior intelligence,

frequent the pit of the play-house, and once in a
month spend an evening with some noted actor,

whose.remarkable sayings they repeat for the enter-
tainment of their ordinary friends.

After all, he found something comfortable enough
in the company of these gentlemen, who never
interested his passions to any violence of transport,
nor teased him with impertinent curiosity about
his private affairs. For though many of them had
maintained a very long, close, and friendly corre-
spondence with each other, they never dreamt of
inquiring into particular concerns ; and if one cf
the two who were most intimately connected, had
been asked how the other made a shift to live ? he
would have answered with great truth, "Really,
that is more than I know." Notwithstanding this

phlegmatic indifference, which is ofthe true English
production, they were all inoffensive, good-natured
people, who loved a joke and a song, delighted in
telling a merry story, and prided themselves in the

art of catering, especially in the articles of fish,

venison, and wild fowl.

Our young gentleman was not received among
them on the footing of a common member, who
makes interest for his admission ; he was courted
as a person of superior genius and importance, and
his compliance looked upon as an honour to their

society. This their idea of his pre-eminence was
supported by his conversation, which, while it was
more liberal and learned than that to which they
had been accustomed, was tinctured with an assum-
ing air, so agreeably diffused, that, instead of pro-

ducing aversion, it commanded respect. They not

only appealed to bim, in all doubts relating to

foreign parts, to which one and all of them were
strangers, but also consulted his knowledge in

history and divinity, which were frequently the
topics of their debates; and, in poetry of all kinds,

he decided with such magisterial authority, as even
weighed against the opinions of the players them-
selves. The variety of characters he had seen and
observed, and the high spheres of life in which he
had so lately moved, furnished him with a thousand
entertaining anecdotes. When he became a little

familiarised to his disappointments, so that his

natural vivacity began to revive, he flashed among
them in such a number of bright sallies, as struck
them with admiration, and constituted himself a
classic in wit ; insomuch that they began to retail

his remnants, and even invited some particular

friends to come and hear him hold forth. One of
the players, who had for many years strutted about
the taverns in the neighbourhood of Covent Garden
as the Grand Turk of wit and humour, began to

find his admirers melt away; and a certain petulant

physician, who had shone at almost all the port
clubs in that end of the town, was actually obliged
to import his talents into the city, where he has
now happily taken root.

Nor was this success to be wondered at, , if we
consider that, over and above his natural genius
and education, our adventurer still had the oppor-
tunity of knowing everything which happened
among the great, by means of his friend Cadwal-
lader, with whom he still maintained his former
intimacy, though it was now chequered with many
occasional lifts, owing to the sarcastic remon-
strances of the misanthrope, who disapproved of
those schemes which miscarried with Peregrine,
and now took unseasonable methods of valuing
liimself upon his own foresight. Nay, he was
between whiles like a raven, croaking presages of
more ill luck from the deceit of the minister, the
dissimulation of his patron, the folly of the pro-
jector, for whom he was bound, the uncertainty of
the seas, and the villany of those with whom he
had intrusted his cash, for Crabtree saw and con-
sidered every thing through a perspective of spleen
that always reflected the worst side ofhuman natun .

Por these reasons our young gentleman began t

be disgusted, at certain intervals, with the character
of this old man, whom he now thought a morose
cynic, not so much incensed against the follies and
vices of mankind, as delighted with the distress of
his fellow-creatures. Thus he put the most un-
favourable construction on the principles of his
friend, because he found himself justly fallen under
the lash of his animadversion.
Thus self-accusation very often dissolves the

closest friendship. A man, conscious of his own
indiscretion, is implacably offended at the rectitud"
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of his companion's conduct, which he considers as

an insult upon his failings, never to be forgiven,

even though he has not tasted the bitterness of

reproof, which no sinner can commodiously digest.

The friendship, therefore, subsisting between Crab-

tree and Pickle, had of late suffered several

symptomatic shocks, that seemed to prognosticate

a total dissolution ; a great deal of smart dialogue

had passed in their private conversations, and the

senior began to repent of having placed his con-

fidence in such an imprudent, headstrong, un-

governable youth.

It was in such paroxysms of displeasure, that he

prophesied misfortune to Peregrine, and even told

him one morning, that he had dreamed of the ship-

wreck of the two East Indiamen, on board of which

he had hazarded his money. But this was no other

than a false vision ; for in a few weeks, one of them
arrived at her moorings in the river, and he received

a thousand in lieu of eight hundred pounds which

he had lent upon bond to one of the mates. At
the same time he was informed, that the other ship,

in which he was concerned, had, in all probability,

lost her passage for the season, by being unable to

weather the Cape. He was not at all concerned at

that piece of news, knowing, that the longer he

should lie out of his money, he would have the

more interest to receive ; and finding his present

difficulties removed by this supply, his heart began

to dilate, and his countenance to resume its former

alacrity.

This state of exultation, however, was soon in-

terrupted by a small accident, w hich he could not

foresee. He was visited one morning by the person

who had lent his friend a thousand pounds on his

security, and given to understand, that the borrower

had absconded, in consequence of a disappointment,

by which he had lost the whole sum and all hopes

of retrieving it ; so that our hero was now liable

for the debt, which he besought him to discharge

according to the bend, that he, the lender, might

not suffer by his humanity. It may be easily

conceived that Peregrine did not receive this intel-

ligence in cold blood. He cursed his own im-

prudence in contracting such engagements with an

adventurer, whom he did not sufficiently know.
He exclaimed against the treachery of the pro-

jector; and having for some time indulged his

resentment in threats and imprecations, inquired

into the nature of the scheme which had miscarried.

The lender, who had been informed himself of the

whole affair, gratified his curiosity in this particular,

by telling him that the fugitive had been cajoled by

a" certain knight of the post, who undertook to

manage the thousand pounds in such a manner as

would, in a very little time, make him perfectly

independent ; and thus he delineated the plan

:

" One half of the sum," said he, " shall be laid out

in jewels, which I will pawn to certain persons of

credit and fortune, who lend money upon such

pledges at an exorbitant interest. The other shall

be kept for relieving them, so that they may be

again deposited with a second set of those honour-

able usurers ; and when they shall have been cir-

culated in this manner through a variety of hands,

we will extort money from each of the pawn-
brokers, by threatening them with a public pro-

secution, for exacting illegal interest ; and I know
that they will bleed freely, rather than be exposed
to the infamy attending such an accusation." The
scheme was feasible, and though not very honour-

able, made such an impression upon the needy

borrower, that he assented to the proposal ; and, by
our hero's credit, the money was raised. The
jewels were accordingly purchased, pawned, re-

lieved, and repledged by the agent, who undertook

to manage the whole affair; and so judiciously

was the project executed, that he could have easily

proved, each lender guilty of the charge. Having
thus far successfully transacted the business, this

faithful agent visited them severally on his own
account, to give them intimation, that his employer

intended to sue them on the statute of usury ; upon
which, every one for himself bribed the informer

to withdraw his evidence, by which alone he could

be convicted ; and having received these gratifica-

tions, he had thought proper to retreat into Prance

with the whole booty, including the original thou-

sand that put them in motion. In consequence of

this decampment, the borrower had withdrawn

himself ; so that the lender was obliged to have

recourse to his security.

This was a very mortifying account to our young
gentleman, who in vain reminded the narrator of

his promise, importing, that he would not demand
the money, until he should be called to an account

by his ward ; and observed, that, long before that

period, the fugitive might appear and discharge the

debt. But the other was deaf to these remon-

strances ;
alleging, that his promise was provisional,

on the supposition that the borrower would deal

candidly and fairly ; that he had forfeited all title to

his friendship and trust, by the scandalous scheme
in which he had embarked ; and that his trea-

cherous flight from his security was no proof of his

honesty and intended return
;
but, on the contrary,

a warning, by which he (the lender) was taught to

take care of himself. He therefore insisted upon
his being indemnified immediately, on pain of

letting the law take its course ; and Peregrine was
actually obliged to part with the whole sum he had
so lately received. BuMhis payment was not made
without extreme reluctance, indignation, and de-

nunciation of eternal war against the absconder,

and the rigid creditor, betwixt whom h; suspected

some collusion.

CHAPTER XCI.
Cadwallader acts the part of a Comforter to his Friend ; and

in his turn is consoled by Peregrine, who begins to find

himself a most egregious Dupe.

This new misfortune, which he justly charged to

the account of his own folly, recalled his chagrin

;

and though he endeavoured with all his might to

conceal the affair from the knowledge of Cadwal-

lader, that prying observer perceived his counte-

nance overcast. The projector's sudden disappear-

ance alarming his suspicion, he managed his

inquiries with so much art, that in a few days he

made himself acquainted with every particular of

the transaction, and resolved to gratify his spleen

at the expense of the impatient dupe. With this

view, he took an opportunity to accost him with a

very serious air, saying a friend of his had imme-

diate occasion for a thousand pounds, and as Pere-

grine had the exact sum lying by him, he would

take it as a great favour if he would part with it

for a few months on undoubted security. Had
Pickle known the true motive of this demand, he

would in all likelihood have made a very disagree-

able answer ; but Crabtree had wrapt himself up so

securely in the dissimulation of his features, that
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the youth could not possibly penetrate into his

intention
; and in the most galling suspense replied,

that the money was otherwise engaged. The
misanthrope, not contented with this irritation,

assumed the prerogative of a friend, and questioned
him so minutely about the disposal of the cash,
that, after numberless evasions, which cost him a
world of torture to invent, he could contain his
vexation no longer, but exclaimed in a rage,
" D—n your impertinence ! 'tis gone to the devil,
and that's enough ?" " Thereafter, as it may be,"
said this tormentor, with a most provoking indiffer-

ence of aspect, " I should be glad to know upon
what footing ; for I suppose you have some ex-
pectation ofadvantage from that quarter." " 'Sdeath

!

sir," cried the impatient youth, ' ;
if I had any

expection from hell, I would make interest with
you ; for I believe, from my soul, you are one of
its most favoured ministers upon earth." With
these words, he flung out of the room, leaving
Cadwallader very well satisfied with the chastise-
ment he had bestowed.

Peregrine having cooled himself with a solitary
walk in the park, during which the violence of his
choler gradually evaporated, and his reflection was
called to a serious deliberation upon the posture of
his affairs, he resolved to redouble his diligence and
importunity with his patron and the minister, in
order to obtain some sinecure, which would in-
demnify him for the damage he had sustained on
their account. He accordingly went to his lord-
ship and signified his demand, after having told
him, that he had suffered several fresh losses, which
rendered an immediate provision of that sort
necessary to his credit and subsistence.

His noble friend commended him for the regard
he manifested for his own interest, which he con-
sidered as a proof of his being at last detached
from the careless inadvertency of youth; he
approved of his demand, which he assured him
should be faithfully transmitted to the minister,
and backed with all his influence ; and encouraged
his hope, by observing, that some profitable daces
were at that time vacant, and, so far as he inew,
unengaged.

This conversation helped to restore the tranquil-
lity of Pickle's breast, though he still harboured
resentment against Cadwallader, on account of the
last insult ; and on the instant he formed a plan of
revenge. He knew the misanthrope's remittances
from his estate in the country had been of late very
scanty, in consequence of repairs and bankruptcies
among his tenants; so that, in spite of all his
frugality, he had been but barely able to maintain
his credit, and even that was engaged on the
strength of his running rent. Being therefore in-
timately acquainted with the particulars of his
fortune, he wrote a letter to Crabtree, subscribed
with the name of his principal farmer's wife, im-
porting, that her husband being lately dead, and
the greatest part of her cattle destroyed by the
infectious distemper, she found herself utterly in-
capable of paying the rent which was due, or even
of keeping the farm, unless he would, out of his
great goodness, be pleased to give her some assist-
ance, and allow her to sit free for a twelvemonth
to come. This intimation he/ound means to con-
vey by post from a market town adjoining to the
farm, directed in the usual style to the cynic, who
seeing it stamped with the known marks, could not
possibly suspect any imposition.

Hackneyed as he was in the ways of life, and
steeled with his boasted stoicism, this epistle threw
him into such an agony of vexation, that a double
proportion of souring was visible in his aspect,

when he was visited by the author, who having
observed and followed the postman at a proper
distance, introduced a conversation upon his own
disappointments, in which, among other circum-
stances of his own ill luck, he told him, that his

patron's steward had desired to be excused from
paying the last quarter of his interest precisely at

the appointed term, for which reason he should be
utterly void of cash, and therefore requested that

Crabtree would accommodate him with an hundred
pieces of his next remittance from the country.

This demand galled and perplexed the old man
to such a degree, that the muscles of his face

assumed a contraction peculiarly virulent, and ex-
hibited the character of Diogenes with a most
lively expression ; he knew that a confession of his

true situation would furnish Pickle with an oppor-
tunity to make reprisals upon him, with intolerable

triumph ; and that, by a downright refusal to sup-
ply his wants, he would for ever forfeit his friend-

ship and esteem, and might provoke him to take
ample vengeance for his sordid behaviour, by
exposing him, in his native colours, to the resent-

ment of those whom he had so long deceived.
These considerations kept him some time in a
most rancorous state of suspense, which Peregrine
affected to misinterpret, by bidding him freely

declare his suspicion, if he did not think it safe to

comply with his request, and he would make shift

elsewhere.

This seeming misconstruction increased the tor-

ture of the misanthrope, who, with the utmost irri-

tation of feature, " Oons !" cried he, " what villany

have you noted in my conduct, that you treat me
like a rascally usurer?" Peregrine very gravely
replied, that the question needed no answer; "for,"
said he, " had I considered you as an usurer, I
would have come with a security under my arm ;

but, all evasion apart, will you stead me ? will you
pleasure me ? shall I have the money ?" " Would
it were in your belly, with a barrel of gunpowder!"
exclaimed the enraged cynic, " since I must be ex-
cruciated, read that plaguy paper !—s'blood ! why
didn't nature clap a pair of long ears and a tail upon
me, that I might be a real ass, and champ thistles

on some common, independent of my fellow-crea-
tures? Would I were a worm, that I might creep
into the earth, and thatch my habitation with a
single straw ; or rather a wasp or a viper, that I
might make the rascally world feel my resentment.
But why do I talk of rascality ? folly, folly, is the
scourge of life ! Give me a scoundrel, so he be a
sensible one, and I will put him in my heart of
hearts ! but a fool is more mischievous than famine,
pestilence, and war. The idiotical hag that writes,

or causes to be writ, this same letter, has ruined her
family, and broke her husband's heart, by ignorance
and mismanagement ; and she imputes her calamity
to Providence with a vengeance ; and so I am de-
frauded of three hundred pounds, the greatest part
of which I owe to tradesmen, whom I have pro-
mised to pay this very quarter. Pox upon her ! I
would she were a horned beast, that the distemper
might lay hold on her. The beldame lias the im-
pudence too, after she has brought me into this
dilemma, to solicit my assistance to stock the farm
anew ! Before God, I have a good mind to send her



THE ADVENTURES OF
378

a halter, and perhaps I might purchase another for

myself, but that I would not furnish food for laughter

to knaves and coxcombs."

Peregrine having perused the billet, and listened

to this "ejaculation, replied with great composure,

that he was ashamed to see a man of his years and

pretensions to philosophy so ruffled by a trifle.

'• What signify all the boasted hardships you have

overcome!" said he, " and the shrewd observations

you pretend to have made on human nature?

Where is that stoical indifference you affirm you

have attained, if such a paltry disappointment can

disturb you in this manner? What is the loss of

three hundred pounds, compared with the misfor-

tunes which I myself have undergone within these

two years ? Yet vou will take upon you to act the

censor, and inveigh against the impatience and im-

petuosity of youth, as if you yourself had gained an

absolute conquest over all the passions of the heart.

You was so kind as to insult me t'other day in my
affliction, by reproaching me with indiscretion and

misconduct ;
suppose I were now to retort the im-

putation, and ask how a man of your profound

sagacity could leave your fortune at the discretion

ofignorant peasants? How could you be so blind

as not to foresee the necessity of repairs, together

with the danger of bankruptcy, murrain, or thin

crop ? Why did you not convert your land into

ready money, and, as you have no connexions in

life, purchase an annuity, on which you might have

lived at your ease, without any fear of the conse-

quence ?—Can't you, from the whole budget of

your philosophy, cull one apophthegm to console

you for this trivial mischance ?"

" Rot your rapidity !" said the cynic, half choked

with gall ; " if the cancer or the pox were in your

throat, I should not be thus tormented with your

tongue; and yet a magpie shall speak infinitely

more to the purpose. Don't you know, Mr. Wise-

acre, that my case does not fall within the province

of philosophy? Had I been curtailed of all my
members, racked by the gout and gravel, deprived

of liberty, robbed of an only child, or visited with

the death of a dear friend like you, philosophy

might have contributed to my consolation ; but will

philosophy pay my debts, or free me from the bur-

den of obligation to a set of fellows whom I despise ?

—Speak— pronounce demonstrate or may

Heaven close your mouth for ever
!"

" These are the comfortable fruits of your misan-

thropy," answered the youth; "your laudable

scheme of detaching yourself from the bonds of

society, and of moving in a superior sphere of your

own. Had you not been so peculiarly sage, and

intent upon laughing at mankind, you could never

have been disconcerted by such a pitiful incon-

venience ;
any friend would have accommodated

you with the sum in question. But now the world

may retort the laugh ; for you stand upon such an

asreeable footing with your acquaintance, that no-

thing could please them better than an account of

your having given disappointment the slip, by the

help of a noose properly applied. This I mention

by way of hint, upon which I would have you

chew the cud of reflection ; and, should it come to

that issue, I will use my whole interest with the

coroner to bring in his verdict Lunacy, that your

carcase may have christian burial."

So saying, he withdrew, very well satisfied with

the revenge he had taken, which oparated so vio-

lently upon Crabtree, that, if it had ni t been for

the sole consideration mentioned above, he would,

in all probability, have had recourse to the remedy

proposed. But his unwillingness to oblige and

entertain his fellow-creatures hindered him from

practising that expedient, till, by course of post,

he was happily undeceived with regard to the

situation of his' affairs ; and that information had

such an effect upon him, that he not only forgave

our hero for the stratagem, which he immediately

ascribed to the right author, but also made him a

tender of his purse ; so that matters for the present

were brought to an amicable accommodation.

Meanwhile Peregrine never slacked in his attend-

ance upon the great ; he never omitted to appear

upon every levee day, employed his industry and

penetration in getting intelligence of posts that

were unfilled, and every day recommended himself

to the good offices of his patron, who seemed to

espouse his interest with great cordiality ; never-

theless, he was always too late in his application,

or the place he demanded chanced to be out of the

minister's gift.

These intimations, though communicated m the

most warm professions of friendship and regard,

gave great umbrage to the young gentleman, who

considered them as the evasions of an insincere

courtier, and loudly complained of them as such to

his lordship, signifying, at the same time, an inten-

tion to sell his mortgage for ready money, which

he would expend to the last farthing in thwarting

his honour, in the very first election he should

patronize. His lordship never wanted a proper

exhortation upon these occasions. He did not now

endeavour to pacify him with assurances of the

minister's favour, because he perceived that these

medicines had, by repeated use, lost their effect

upon our adventurer, whose menaces he now com-

bated by representing that the minister's purse was

heavier" than that of Mr. Pickle ; that, therefore,

should he make a point of opposing his interest, the

youth must infallibly fail in the contest ; in which

cuse he would find himself utterly destitute of the

means of subsistence, and consequently precluded

from all hope of provision.

This was an observation, the truth of which our

young gentleman could not pretend to doubt, though

it did not at all tend to the vindication of his

honour's conduct. Indeed Pickle began to suspect

the sincerity of his own patron, who, in his opinion,

had trifled with his impatience, and even eluded, by

sorry excuses, his desire of having another private

audience of the first mover. His lordship also

beo-an to be less accessible than usual ;
and Pere-

grine had been obliged to dim the steward with

repeated demands, before he could finger the last

quarter of his interest.

Alarmed by these considerations, he went and

consulted the nobleman whom he had obliged in

the affair of his son, and had the mortification to

hear but a very indifferent character of the person

in whom he had so long confided. This new ad-

viser, who, though a courtier, was a rival of the

other, gave our adventurer to understand, that he

had been leaning upon a broken reed; that his

professed patron was a man of a shattered fortune

and decayed interest, which extended no farther

than a smile and a whisper ; that, for his own part,

he should have been proud of an opportunity to use

his influence with the minister in behalf of J\I r.

Pickle. " But, since you have put yourself under

the protection of another peer," said he, " whose
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connexions interfere with mine, I cannot now
espouse your cause, without incurring the imputa-
tion of seducing that nohleman's adherents—

a

charge which, of all others, I would most carefully

avoid. However, I shall always he ready to assist

you with my private advice, as a specimen of which,
I now counsel you to insist upon having another
interview with Sir Steady Steerwell himself, that

you may in person explain your pretensions, with-
out any risk of being misrepresented ; and endea-
vour, if possible, to draw him into some particular

promise, from which he cannot retract, with any
regard to his reputation ; for general profession is

a necessary armour worn by all ministers in their

own defence, against the importunity of those whom
they will not befriend, and would not disoblige."

This advice was so conformable to his own sen-

timents, that our adventurer seized the first oppor-
tunity to demand a hearing, and plainly told his

patron, that, if he could not be indulged with that

favour, he should look upon his lordship's influence

to be very small, and his own hopes to be altogether

desperate ; in which case he was resolved to dis-

pose of the mortgage, purchase an annuity, and live

independent.

CHAPTER XCII.

lie is indulged with a second Audience by the Minister, of

whose Sincerity he is convinced. His Pride and Ambition
revive, and again are mortified.

If the young gentleman's money had been in other
hands, perhaps the peer would have been at very
little pains, either in gratifying his demand, or op-
posing his revenge ; but he knew that the sale of
the mortgage could not be effected without an in-

quiry, to which he did not wish to be exposed. He
therefore employed all his interest in procuring the
solicited audience. This being granted, Peregrine,
with great warmth and elocution, expatiated upon
the injury his fortune had suffered in the affair of
the borough, for which he had stood candidate

;

he took notice of the disappointment he had sus-

tained in the other election, reminded him of the

promises with which he had been amused, and, in

conclusion, desired to know what he had to expect
from his favour.

The minister having patiently heard him to an
end, replied with a most gracious aspect, that he
was very well informed of his merit and attach-

ment, and very much disposed to convince him of
the regard which he paid to both ; that till of late

he did not know the nature of his expectations,

neither had he the power of creating posts for

those whom he was inclined to serve ; but if Mr.
Pickle would chalk out any feasible method by
which he could manifest his sentiments of friendship,

he should not be backward in executing the plan.

Peregrine, laying hold on this declaration, men-
tioned several places which he knew to be vacant.

But the old evasion was still used ; one of them
was not in his department of business, another had
been promised to the third son of a certain earl be-

fore the death of the last possessor, and a third was
encumbered with a pension that ate up a good half

of the appointments. In short, such obstructions

were started to all his proposals as he could not

possibly surmount, though he plainly perceived

they were no other than specious pretexts to cover
the mortifying side of a refusal. Exasperated,
therefore, at this lack of sincerity and gratitude, " I

can easily foresee," said he, " that such difficulties

will never be wanting, when I have any thing
to ask ; and for that reason will save myself the
trouble of any farther application." So saying,
he withdrew in a very abrupt manner, breathing
defiance and revenge. But his patron, who did not
think proper to drive him to extremities, found
means to persuade his honour to do something tor
the pacification of the young man's choler; and
that same evening our adventurer received a mes-
sage from his lordship, desiring to see him imme-
diately.

La consequence of this intimation, Pickle went
to his house, and appeared before him with a very
cloudy aspect, which signified to whom it might
concern, that his temper was at present too much
galled to endure reproof ; and therefore the sagaci-
ous peer forbore taking him to task for his behaviour
during the audience he had obtained ; but gave him
to understand, that the minister, in consideration of
his services, had sent him a bank note of three
hundred pounds, with a promise of the like sum
yearly, until he could be otherwise provided for.

This declaration in some measure appeased the
youth, who condescended to accept the present

;

and, next levee day, made his acknowledgment to

the donor, who favoured him with a smile of in-

finite complacency, which entirely dissipated all

the remains of his resentment
;
for, as he could

not possibly divine the true cause of his being
temporized with, he looked upon this condescension
as an undoubted proof of Sir Steady's sincerity,

and firmly believed that he would settle him in

some place with the first opportunity, rather than
continue to pay this pension out of his own pocket.
In all probability, his prediction would have been
verified, had not an unforeseen accident in a mo-
ment overwhelmed the bark of his interest at court.

Meanwhile, this short gleam of good fortune re-

called the ideas of pride and ambition which he
had formerly cherished. His countenance was
again lifted up, his good humour retrieved, and his

mien re-exalted. Indeed, he began to be considered
as a rising man by his fellow dependents, who saw
the particular notice with which he ww favoured
at the public levee ; and some of them, for that
reason, were at pains to court his good graces. He
no longer shunned his former intimates, with whom
a good part of his fortune had been spent, but
made up to them in all places of public resort,

with the same ease and familiarity as he had been
used to express, and even re-embarked in some of
their excesses, upon the strength of his sanguine
expectation. Cadwallader and he renewed their

consultations in the court of ridicule ; and divers
exploits were achieved, to the confusion of those
who had sailed into the north of their displeasure.
But these enjoyments were soon interrupted by

a misfortune equally fatal and unexpected. His
noble patron was seized with an apoplectic fit, from
which he was recovered by the physicians, that
they might dispatch him according to rule , anu. in

two months after they were called, he went the
way of all flesh. Peregrine was very much afflicted

at this event, not only on account of his friendship
for the deceased, to whom he thought himself
under many and great obligations, but also because
he feared that his own interest would suffer a se-
vere shock, by the removal of this nobleman, whom
he considered a.-, *ts chief support. He put hl.uself
therefore in mourning, out of regard to the memory
of his departed friend, and exhibited genuine
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marks of sorrow and concern, though he had in

reality more cause to grieve than he as yet imagined.

When quarter-day came about, he applied to the

steward of his lordship's heir for the interest of his

money, as usual ; and the reader will readily own
he had some reason to be surprised, when he was

told he had no claim either to principal or interest.

True it is, the manager talked very civilly as well

as sensibly on the subject. "Your appearance,

sir," said he to Pickle, " screens you from all sus-

picion of an intended fraud; but the mortgage

upon those lands you mention was granted to

another person many years before you pretend to

have lent that sum ; and I have, this very morning,

paid one quarter's interest, as appears from this re-

ceipt, which you may peruse for your satisfaction."

Peregrine was so thunderstruck at this informa-

tion, which stripped him of his all, that he could

not utter one word ; a circumstance that did no

great honour to his character in the opinion of the

steward, who, in good earnest, began to entertain

some doubts of his integrity. For, among the

papers of the deceased, which he had examined,

there was no writing, memorandum, or receipt re-

lating to this encumbrance. After a long pause of

stupefaction, Peregrine recollected himself so far

as to observe, that either he was egregiously mis-

taken, or the predecessor of his lord the greatest

villain upon earth. "But, Mr. Whatd'ycallum,"

said he, " you must give me leave to tell you, that

your bare assertion in this affair will by no means

induce me to put up quietly with the loss of ten

thousand pounds."

Having thus expressed himself, he retired from

the house so discontented at, this demur, that

he scarce knew whether he moved upon his head

or heels ; and the Park chancing to lie in his way,

he sauntered about, giving vent to a soliloquy in

praise of his departed friend, the burden of which

was a string of incoherent curses imprecated upon

himself; till his transports by degrees giving way
to his reflection, he deliberated seriously and sor-

rowfully upon his misfortune, and resolved to con-

sult lawyers without loss of time. But, first of all,

he proposed to make personal application to the

heir, who, by a candid representation of the case,

might be inclined to do him justice.

In consequence of this determination, he next

morning put his writings in his pocket, and went in

a chair to the house of the young nobleman, to

whom, being admitted by virtue of his appearance,

and a small gratification to the porter, he explained

the whole affair, corroborating his assertions with

the papers which he produced, and describing the

disgrace that would be entailed upon the memory
of the deceased, should he be obliged to seek redress

in a public court of justice.

The executor, who was a person of good breed-

ing, condoled him upon his loss with great good-

nature, though he did not seem much surprised at

his account of the matter ; but wished, that, since

the fraud must have been committed, the damage

had fallen upon the first mortgager, who, he said,

was a thievish usurer, grown rich by the distresses

of his fellow-creatures. In answer to our hero's

remonstrances, he observed, that he did not look

upon himself as obliged to pay the least regard to

the character of his predecessor, who had used him
with great barbarity and injustice, not only in ex-

cluding him from his countenance and assistance,

but also in prejudicing his inheritance as much as

lay in his power ; so that it could not be reason*

ably expected that he would pay ten thousand

pounds of his debt, for which he had received no
value. Peregrine, in spite of his chagrin, could

not help owning within himself, that there was a

good deal of reason in this refusal. After having

given loose to his indignation in the most violent

invectives against the defunct, he took his leave

of the complaisant heir, and had immediate recourse

to the advice of counsel, who assured him that he

had an excellent plea, and was accordingly retained

in the cause.

All these measures were taken in the first vigour

of his exertion, during which his spirits were so

fluttered with the diversity of passions produced

by his mischance, that he mistook for equanimity

that which was no other than intoxication ; and

two whole days elapsed before he attained a due

sense of his misfortune. Then, indeed, he under-

went a woeful self-examination ;
every circum-

stance of the inquiry added fresh pangs to his

reflection ; and the result of the whole was a dis-

covery, that his fortune was totally consumed, and

himself reduced to a state of the most deplorable

dependence. This suggestion alone might, in the

anguish of his despondency, have driven him to

some desperate course, had it not been in some

measure qualified by the confidence of his lawyers,

and the assurance of the minister, which, slender

as the world hath generally found them, were the

only bulwarks between misery and him.

The mind is naturally pliable, and, provided it

has the least hope to lean upon, adapts itself won-

derfully to the emergencies of fortune, especially

when the imagination is gay and luxuriant. This

was the case with our adventurer ; instead of in-

dulging the melancholy ideas which his loss in-

spired, he had recourse to the flattering delusions

of hope, soothing himself with unsubstantial plans

of future greatness, and endeavouring to cover what

was past with the veil of oblivion.

After some hesitation, he resolved to make Crab-

tree acquainted with his misfortune, that once for

all he might pass the ordeal of his satire, without

subjecting himself to a long series of sarcastic hints

and doubtful allusions, which he could not endure.

He accordingly took the first opportunity of telling

him that he was absolutely ruined by the perfidy

of his patron, and desired that he would not aggra-

vate his affliction by those cynical remarks which

were peculiar to men of his misanthropical dispo-

sition. Cadwallader listened to this declaration,

with internal surprise, which, however, produced

no alteration in his countenance ;
and, after some

pause, observed, that our hero had no reason to

look for any new observation from him upon this

event, which he had long foreseen, and daily ex-

pected ; and exhorted him, with an ironical sneer,

to console himself with the promise of the minis-

ter, who would doubtless discharge the debts of his

deceased bosom friend.

CHAPTER XCHI.
Peregrine commits himself to the Public, and is admitted

Member of a College of Authors.

The bitterness of this explanation being passed,

our young gentleman began to revolve within him-

self schemes for making up the deficiencies of his

yearly income, which was now so grievously re-

duced ; and determined to profit, in some shape or

other, by those talents which he owed to nature
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and education. He had, in his affluence, heard of
several authors, who, without any pretensions to

genius, or human literature, earned a very genteel

subsistence by undertaking work for booksellers, in

which reputation was not at all concerned. One,
for example, professed all manner of translation, at

so much per sheet, and actually kept five or six

amanuenses continually employed, like so many
clerks in a countinghouse

; by which means he was
enabled to live at his ease, and enjoy his friend and
his bottle, ambitious of no other character than that

of an honest man, and a good neighbour. Another
projected a variety of plans for new dictionaries,

which were executed under his eye by day-labourers;
and the province of a third was history and voyages,
collected or abridged by understrappers of the same
class.

Mr. Pickle, in his comparisons, paid such defe-

rence to his own capacity, as banished all doubts of
his being able to excel any of those undertakers in

their different branches of profession, if ever he
should be driven to that experiment ; but his am-
bition prompted him to make his interest and glory
coincide, by attempting some performance which
should do him honour with the public, and at the
same time establish his importance among the copy-
purchasers in town. With this view, he worshiped
the muse ; and, conscious of the little regard which
is in this age paid to every species of poetic com-
position, in which neither satire nor obscenity oc-
curs, he produced an imitation of Juvenal, and
lashed some conspicuous characters, with equal
truth, spirit, and severity. Though his name did
not appear in the title-page of this production, he
managed matters so, as that the work was univer-
sally imputed to the true author, who was not alto-

gether disappointed in his expectations of success
;

for the impression was immediately sold off, and the
piece became the subject of conversation in all

assemblies of taste.

This happy exordium not only attracted the
addresses of the booksellers, who made interest for

his acquaintance, but also roused the notice of a
society of authors, who styled themselves, " The
College," from which he was honoured with a de-
putation, offering to enroll him a member by unani-
mous consent. The person employed for this

purpose being a bard who had formerly tasted of
our hero's bounty, used all his eloquence to per-
suade him to comply with the advances of their

fraternity, which he described in such a manner as

inflamed the curiosity of Pickle, who dismissed the
ambassador, with an acknowledgment of the great
honour they conferred upon him, and a faithful

promise of endeavouring to merit the continuance
of their approbation.

He was afterwards, by the same minister, in-

structed in the ceremonies of the college
; and, in

consequence of his information, composed an ode,

to be publicly recited on the evening of his intro-

duction. He understood that this constitution was
no other than a body of authors, incorporated by
mutual consent, for their joint advantage and satis-

faction, opposed to another assembly of the same
kind, their avowed enemies and detractors. No
wonder, then, that they sought to strengthen them-
selves with such a valuable acquisition as our hero
was like to prove. The college consisted of authors
only, and these of all degrees in point of reputa-
tion, from the fabricator of a song, set to music,
and sung at Marybone, to the dramatic bard who

had appeared in buskins upon the stage ; nay, one
of the members had actually finished eight books
of an epic poem, for the publication of which, he
was, at that time, soliciting subscriptions.

It cannot be supposed that such a congregation

of the sons of Apollo would sit a whole evening
with order and decorum, unless they were under
the check of some established authority ; and this

inconvenience having been foreseen, they had
elected a president, vested with full power to silence

any member or members that should attempt to

disturb the harmony and subordination of the

whole. The sage, who at this time possessed the

chair, was a person in years, whose countenance
was a lively portraiture of that rancorous dis-

content which follows repeated damnation. He
had been extremely unfortunate in his theatrical

productions, and was (to use the words of a profane

wag, who assisted at the condemnation of his last

play) by this time damned beyond redemption.

Nevertheless, he still tarried about the skirts of
Parnassus, translating some of the classics, and
writing miscellanies ; and by dint of an invincible

assurance, supercilious insolence, the most un-
daunted virulence of tongue, and some knowledge
of life, he made shift to acquire and maintain the

character of a man of learning and wit, in the

opinion of people who had neither ; that is, thirty-

nine in forty of those with whom he associated

himself. He was even looked upon in this light by
some few of the college

;
though the major part of

those who favoured his election, were such as

dreaded his malice, respected his experience and
seniority, or hated his competitor, who was the

epic poet.

The chief end of this society, as I have already

hinted, was to assist and support each other m their

productions, which they mutually recommended to

sale, with all their art and influence, not only in

private conversation, but also in occasional epigrams,

criticisms, and advertisements, inserted in the

public papers. This science, which is known by
the vulgar appellation of puffing, they carried to

such a pitch of finesse, that an author very often

wrote an abusive answer to his own performance,
in order to inflame the curiosity of the town, by
which it had been overlooked. Notwithstanding
this general unanimity in the college, a private

animosity had long subsisted between the two
rivals I have mentioned, on account of precedence,

to which both laid claim, though, by a majority of

votes, it had been decided in favour of the present

chairman. The grudge indeed never proceeded to

any degree of outrage or defiance, but manifested
itself at every meeting, in attempts to eclipse each
other in smart sayings and pregnant repartee ; so

that there was always a delicate mess of this kind
of wit served up in the front of the evening, for the

entertainment and example of the junior members,
who never failed to divide upon this occasion,

declaring themselves for one or other of the com-
batants, whom they encouraged by their looks,

gestures, and applause, according to the circum-
stances of the dispute.

This honourable consistory was held in the best

room of an ale-house, which afforded wine, punch,
or beer, suitable to the purse or inclination of every
individual, who separately paid for his own choice

:

—and here was our hero introduced in the midst
of twenty strangers, who, by their looks and equi-

page, formed a very picturesque variety. He was
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received with a most gracious solemnity, and placed

upon the right hand of the president, who, having

commanded silence, recited aloud his introductory

ode, which met with universal approbation. Then

was tendered to him the customary oath, obliging

him to consult the honour and advantage of the

society as far as it should lie in his power, in every

station of life ; and this being taken, his temples

were bound with a wreath of laurel, which was

kept sacred for such inauguration.

When these rites were performed with all due

ceremony, the new member cast his eyes around

the place, and took a more accurate survey of his

brethren ;
among whom he observed a strange

collection of periwigs, with regard to the colour,

fashions, and dimensions, which were such as he

had never seen before. Those who sat on each

side, nearest the president, were generally distin-

guished by venerable ties, the foretops of which

exhibited a surprising diversity ; some of them rose

slanting backwards, like the glacis of a fortification

;

some were elevated in two distinct eminences, like

the hills Helicon and Parnassus ; and others were

curled and reflected, as the horns of Jupiter Amnion.

Next to these, the majors took place, many of which

were mere succedanea, made by the application of

an occasional rose to the tail of a lank bob ; and in

the lower form appeared masses of hair, which

would admit of no description.

Their clothes were tolerably well suited to the

furniture of their heads, the apparel of the upper

bench being decent and clean, while that of the

second class was threadbare and soiled ; and at the

lower end of the room, he perceived divers efforts

made to conceal their rent breeches and dirty linen.

Nay, he could distinguish by their countenances

the different kinds of poetry in which they ex-

ercised the muse. He saw Tragedy conspicuous in

a grave solemnity of regard, Satire louring in a

frown of envy and discontent, Elegy whining in a

funeral aspect, Pastoral dozing in a most insipid

languor of face, Ode-writing delineated in a dis-

tracted stare, and Epigram squinting with a pert

sneer.—Perhaps our hero refined too much in his

penetration, when he affirmed, that, over and above

these discoveries, he could plainly perceive the

state of every one's finances, and would have

undertaken to have guessed each particular sum,

without varying three farthings from the truth.

The conversation, instead of becoming general,

began to fall into parties ; and the epic poet had

actually attracted the attention of a private com-

mittee, when the chairman interposed, calling aloud,

" No cabals, no conspiracies, gentlemen." His rival

thinking it incumbent upon him to make some

reply to this rebuke, answered, "We have no

secrets; he that hath ears, let him hear." This

was spoke as an intimation to the company, whose

looks were instantly whetted with the expectation

of their ordinary meal ; but the president seemed

to decline the contest ;
for, without putting on his

fighting face, he calmly replied, that he had seen

Mr. Metaphor tip the wink, and whisper to one of

his confederates, and thence judged, that there was

something mysterious on the carpet.

The epic poet, believing his antagonist crest-

fallen, resolved to take the advantage of his

dejection, that he might enhance his own character

in the opinion of the stranger ;
and, with that

view, asked, with an air of exultation, if a man
might not be allowed to have a convulsion in his

eye, without being suspected of a conspiracy ? The
president, perceiving his drift, and piqued at his

presumption, " To be sure," said he, " a man of

a weak head may be very well supposed to have

convulsions in his eyes." This repartee produced

a laugh of triumph among the chairman's ad-

herents ; one of whom observed, that his rival had

got a smart rap on the pate. " Yes," replied the

bard, " in that respect Mr. Chairman has the ad-

vantage of me. Had my head been fortified with

a horn-work, I should not have been so sensible

of the stroke." This retort, which carried a severe

allusion to the president's wife, lighted up the

countenances of the aggressor's friends, which had

begun to be a little obumbrated ; and had a con-

trary effect upon the other faction, till their chief,

collecting all his capacity, returned the salute, by ob-

serving, that there was no occasion for a horn-work,

when the covered way was not worth defending.

Such a reprisal upon Mr. Metaphor's yoke-

fellow, who was by no means remarkable for her

beauty, could not fail to operate upon the hearers

;

and as for the bard himself, he was evidently

ruffled by the reflection; to which, however, he,

without hesitation, replied, " Egad ! 'tis my opinion,

that, if your covered way was laid open, few people

would venture to give the assault." " Not unless

their batteries were more effectual than the fire of

your wit," said the president. " As for that matter,"

cried the other with precipitation, "they would

have no occasion to batter in breach ;
they would

find the angle of the la pucelle bastion demolished

to their hands—he, he!" "But I believe it

would surpass your understanding," resumed the

chairman, " to fill up the ./osm>." " That, I own, is

impracticable," replied the bard, " there I should

meet with an hiatus maxime de/lendus !"
^

The president, exasperated at this insinuation, in

presence of the new member, exclaimed with in-

dignation in his looks, "And yet, if a body of

pioneers were set at work upon your skull, they

would find rubbish enough to choke up all the

common sewers in town." Here a groan was

uttered by the admirers of the epic poet, who,

taking a pinch of snuff with great composure,

" When a man grows scurrilous," said he, " I take

it for an undoubted proof of his overthrow." " If

that be the case," cried the other, " you yourself

must be the vanquished party, for you was the first

that was driven to personal abuse." " I appeal,"

answered the bard, " to those who can distinguish.

Gentlemen, your judgment."

This reference produced an universal clamour,

and the whole college was involved in confusion.

Every man entered into dispute with his neighbour

on the merits of this cause. The chairman inter-

posed his authority in vain ; the noise grew louder

and louder; the disputants waxed warm; the

epithets of blockhead, fool, and scoundrel, were

bandied about. Peregrine enjoyed the uproar, and,

leaping upon the table, sounded the charge to

battle, which was immediately commenced in ten

different duels. The lights were extinguished ;
the

combatants thrashed one another without distinc-

tion ; the mischievous Pickle distributed sundry

random blows in the dark ; and the people below,

being alarmed with the sound of application, the

overturning of chairs, and the outcries of those

who were engaged, came up stairs in a body with

lights to reconnoitre, and, if possible, quell this

hideous tumult.
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Objects were no sooner rendered visible, than

the field of battle exhibited strange groups of the

standing and the fallen. Each of Mr. Metaphor's
eyes was surrounded with a circle of a livid hue

;

and the president's nose distilled a quantity of

clotted blood. One of the tragic authors, finding

himself assaulted in the dark, had, by way of a
poniard, employed upon his adversary's throat a
knife which lay upon the table, for the convenience
of cutting cheese

; but, by the blessing of God, the

edge of it was not keen enough to enter the skin,

which it had only scratched in divers places. A
satirist had almost bit off the ear of a lyric bard.

Shirts and neckcloths were torn to rags; and there

was such a woeful wreck of periwigs on the floor,

that no examination could adjust the property of
the owners, the greatest part of whom were obliged

to use handkerchiefs by way of nightcap.

The fray, however, ceased at the approach of
those who interposed

; part of the combatants being
tired of an exercise in which they had received
nothing but hard blows ; part of them being in-

timidated by the remonstrances of the landlord and
his company, who threatened to call the watch ; and
a very few being ashamed of the scandalous dispute
in which they were detected. But though the

battle was ended, it was impossible, for that even-
ing, to restore harmony and good order to the
society, which broke up, after the president had
pronounced a short and confused apology to our
adventurer, for the indecent uproar which had
unfortunately happened on the first night of his

admission.

Indeed, Peregrine deliberated with himself,

whether or not his reputation would allow him to

appear again among this venerable fraternity
; but,

as he knew some of them to be men of real genius,

how ridiculous soever their carriage might be
modified, and was of that laughing disposition,

which is always seeking food for mirth, as Horace
observes of Philippus,

Risus undique quaerit

;

he resolved to frequent the college, notwithstanding
this accident, which happened at his inauguration

;

being thereto, moreover, induced by his desire of
knowing the private history of the stage, with
which he supposed some of the members perfectly

well acquainted. He was also visited, before the
next meeting, by his introductor, who assured him,
that such a tumult had never happened since the
first institution of the assembly, till that very night

;

and promised, that, for the future, he should have
no cause to be scandalized at their behaviour.

Persuaded by these motives and assurances, he
trusted himself once more in the midst of their

community, and every thing proceeded with great
dc orurn ; all dispute and altercation was avoided,
and the college applied itself seriously to the pur-
poses of its meeting, namely, to hear the grievances
of individuals, and assist them with salutary advice.
The first person that craved redress was a noisy
Jio"th Briton, who complained, in a strange dialect,

that ne had, in the beginning of the season, pre-
sented a comedy to the manager of a certain theatre,

who, after it had lain six weeks in his hands,
returned it to the author, affirming there was neither
sense nor English in the performance.
The president, who, by the by, had revised the

piece, thinking his own reputation concerned, de-
clared, in presence of the whole society, that, with

regard to sense, he would not undertake to vindi-

cate the production
; but, in point of language, no

fault could be justly laid to its charge. " The case,

however, is very plain," said he ;
" the manager

never gave himself the trouble to peruse the play,

but formed a judgment of it from the conversation
of the author, never dreaming that it had under-
gone the revisal of an English writer ; be that as it

will, you are infinitely obliged to him for having
despatched you so soon, and I shall have the better

opinion of him for it so long as I live ; for I have
known otherguise authors than you, that is, in
point of interest and fame, kept in continual at-

tendance and dependence during the best part of
their lives, and, after all, disappointed in the ex-
pectation of seeing their performances exhibited on
the stage."

CHAPTER XCIV.
Further Proceedings of the College.

This affair was no sooner discussed, than another
gentleman exhibited a complaint, signifying, that
he had undertaken to translate into English a
certain celebrated author, who had been cruelly

mangled by former attempts ; and that, soon as his

design took air, the proprietors of those miserable
translations had endeavoured to prejudice his work,
by industrious insinuations, contrary to truth and
fair dealing, importing, that he did not understand
one word of the language which he pretended to

translate. This being a case that nearly concerned
the greatest part of the audience, it was taken into

serious deliberation. Some observed, that it was
not only a malicious effort against the plaintiff, but
also a spiteful advertisement to the public, tending
to promote an inquiry into the abilities of all other

translators, few of whom, it was well known, were
so qualified as to stand the test of such examination.
Others said, that over and above this consideration,

which ought to have its due weight with the

college, there was a necessity for concerting mea-
sures to humble the presumption of booksellers,

who had, from time immemorial, taken all oppor-
tunities to oppress and enslave their authors ; not
only by limiting men of genius to the wages of

journeymen tailors, without even allowing them
one sabbath in the week, but also in taking such
advantages of their necessities as were inconsistent

with justice and humanity. " For example," said

one of the members, " after I myself had acquired
a little reputation with the town, I was caressed by
one of those tyrants, who professed a friendship for

me, and even supplied me with money, according
to the exigencies of my situation ; so that I looked
upon him as the mirror of disinterested bene-
volence ; and had he known my disposition, and
treated me accordingly, I should have writ for him
upon his own terms. After I had used his friend-

ship in this manner for some time, I happened to

have occasion for a small sum of money, and with
great confidence made another application to my
good friend ; when all of a sudden he put a stop to
his generosity, refused to accommodate me in the
most abrupt and mortifying style ; and though I
was at that time pretty far advanced in a work for

his benefit, which was a sufficient security for what
I owed him, he roundly asked, how I proposed to

pay the money which I had already borrowed ?

Thus was I used like a young whore just come
upon the town, whom the bawd allows to run into
her debt, that she may have it in her power to
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oppress her at pleasure ; and if the sufferer com-
plains, she is treated like the most ungrateful

wretch upon earth; and that too with such ap-

pearance of reason, as may easily mislead an un-

concerned spectator. ' You unthankful drab I' she

will say, ' didn't I take you into my house when
you hadn't a shift to your back, a petticoat to your

tail, nor a morsel of bread to put into your belly ?

Ha'n't I clothed you from head to foot like a gentle-

woman, supported you with board, lodging, and

all necessaries, till your own extravagance hath

brought you into distress ; and now you have the

impudence, you nasty, stinking, brimstone bung-

away ! to say you are hardly dealt with, when I

demand no more than my own ?' Thus the whore

and the author are equally oppressed, and even left

without the melancholy privilege of complaining

;

so that they are fain to subscribe to such terms as

their creditors shall please to impose."

This illustration operated so powerfully upon the

conviction and resentment of the whole college,

that revenge was universally denounced against

those who had aggrieved the plaintiff; and, after

some debate, it was agreed, that he should make a

new translation of some other saleable book, in op-

position to a former version belonging to the delin-

quents, and print it in such a small size as would
enable him to undersell their property ; and that

this new translation should be recommended and
introduced into the world with the whole art and
influence of the society.

This affair being settled to the satisfaction of all

present, an author of some character stood up, and
craved the advice and assistance of his fellows, in

punishing a certain nobleman of great pretensions

to taste, who, in consequence of a production which
this gentleman had ushered into the world with

universal applause, not only desired, but even
eagerly courted his acquaintance. " He invited me
to his house," said he, " where I was overwhelmed
with civility and professions of friendship. He
insisted upon my treating him as an intimate, and
calling upon him at all hours, without ceremony

;

he made me promise to breakfast with him at least

three times a week. In short, I looked upon my-
self as very fortunate, in meeting with such advan-

ces from a man of his interest and reputation, who
had it in his power to befriend me effectually in

my passage through life ; and, that I might not

give him any cause to think I neglected his friend-

ship, I went to his house in two days, with a view
of drinking chocolate, according to appointment

:

but he had been so much fatigued with dancing at

an assembly over night, that his valet-de-chambre
would not venture to wake him so early ; and I left

my compliments to his lordship, with a perform-
ance in manuscript, which he had expressed a

most eager desire to peruse. I repeated my visit

next morning, that his impatience to see me might
not have some violent effect upon his constitution

;

and received a message from his minister, signify-

ing, that he had been highly entertained with the

manuscript I had left, a great part of which he had
read, but was at present so busy in contriving a
proper dress for a private masquerade, which would
be given that same evening, that he could not have
the pleasure of my company at breakfast. This
was afeasible excuse, which I admitted accordingly,
and in a day or two appeared again, when his lord-

ship was particularly engaged. This might pos-
sibly be the case ; and therefore I returned the

fourth time, in hopes of finding him more at leisure ;

but he had gone out about half an hour before my
arrival, and left my performance with his valet-de-

chambre, who assured me, that his lord had per-

used it with infinite pleasure. Perhaps I might
have retired very well satisfied with this declara-

tion, had not I, in my passage through the hall,

heard one of the footmen upon the top of the stair-

case, pronounce with an audible voice, "Will your
lordship please to be at home when he calls ?" It is

not to be supposed that I was pleased at this disco-

very, which I no sooner made, than, turning to my
conductor, " I find," said I, " his lordship is disposed

to be abroad to more people than me this morning."

The fellow, though a valet-de-chambre, blushed at

this observation ; and I withdrew, not a little irri-

tated at the peer's disingenuity, and fully resolved

to spare him my visits for the future. It was not

long after this occasion, that I happened to meet him
in the park, and being naturally civil, I could not

pass him without a salutation of the hat, which he

returned in the most distant manner, though we
were both solitary, and not a soul within view ; and
when that very performance, which he had ap-

plauded so warmly, was lately published by sub-

scription, he did not bespeak so much as one copy.

I have often reflected with wonder upon this incon-

sistency of his conduct. I never courted his pa-

tronage, nor indeed thought of his name, until he

made interest for my acquaintance ; and if he was
disappointed in my conversation, why did he press

me so much to further connexion ?"

" The case is very clear," cried the chairman,

interrupting him ; " he is one of those connoisseurs

who set up for taste, and value themselves upon
knowing all men of genius, whom they would be

thought to assist in their productions. I will lay

an even bet with any man, that his lordship on the

strength of that slender interview, together with

the opportunity of having seen your performance

in manuscript, has already hinted to every company
in which he is conversant, that you solicited his

assistance in retouching the piece, which you have

now offered to the public, and that he was pleased

to favour you with his advice, but found you obstin-

ately bigotted to your own opinion, in some points

relating to those very passages which have not met
with the approbation of the town. As for his

caresses, there was nothing at all extraordinary in

his behaviour. By that time you have lived to my
age, you will not be surprised to see a courtier's

promise and performance of a different complexion

;

not but that I would willingly act as an auxiliary

in your resentment."

The opinion of the president, was strengthened

by the concurrence of all the members ; and all

other complaints and memorials being deferred till

another sitting, the college proceeded to an exer-

cise ofwit, which was generally performed once every

fortnight, with a view to promote the expectoration

ofgenius. The subject was occasionally chosen by the

chairman, who opened the game with some shrewd

remark naturally arising from the conversation

;

and then the ball was tossed about, from one corner

of the room to the other, according to the motions

of the spirit.

That the reader may have a just idea ofthis sport,

and of the abilities of those who carried it on, I

shall repeat the sallies of this evening, according to

the order and succession in which they escaped.

One of the members observing that Mr. Metaphor
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was absent, was told by the person who sat next to

him, that the poet had foul weather at home, and
could not stir abroad. " What !" said the president,

interposing, with the signal upon his countenance,
" is he wind-bound, in port ?" " Wine-bound, I sup-

pose," cried another. " Hooped with wine ! a
strange metaphor !" said the third. " Not if he has
got into a hogshead," answered the fourth. " The
hogshead will sooner get into him," replied a
fifth, " it must be a tun or an ocean." " No won-
der, then, if he should be overwhelmed," said a
sixth. " If he should," cried a seventh, " he will

cast up when his gall breaks." " That must be very-

soon," roared an eighth, " for it has been long
ready to burst." " No, no," observed a ninth, " he'll

stick fast at the bottom, take my word for it ; he
has a natural alacrity in sinking." " And yet," re-
marked a tenth, " I have seen him in the clouds."
" Then was he cloudy, I suppose," cried the ele-

venth. " So dark," replied the other, "that his mean-
ing could not be perceived." "For all that," said
the twelfth, " he is easily seen through." " You
talk," answered the thirteenth, "as if his head was
made of glass." "No, no," cried the fourteenth,
" his head is made of more durable stuff ; it will

bend before it breaks." " Yet I have seen it broken,"
resumed the president, " Did you perceive any
wit come out at the hole ?" said another. " His
wit," replied the chairman, " is too subtle to be
perceived."

A third mouth was just open, when the exercise
was suddenly interrupted by the dreadful cry of
fire, which issued from the kitchen, and involved
the whole college in confusion. Every man en-
deavoured to be the first in making his exit ; the
door and passage were blocked up ; each individual
was pommelled by the person that happened to be
behind him. This communication produced noise
and exclamation ; clouds of smoke rolled upwards
into the apartment, and terror sat on every brow

;

when Peregrine, seeing no prospect of retreating
by the door, opened one of the windows, and fairly

leaped into the street, where he found a crowd of
people assembled to contribute their assistance
in extinguishing the flames. Several members of
the college followed his example, and happily ac-
complished their escape. The chairman himself,
being unwilhng to use the same expedient, stood
trembling on the brink of descent, dubious of his
own agility, and dreading the consequence of such
a leap, when a chair happening to pass, he laid hold
on the opportunity, and by an exertion of his mus-
cles, pitched upon the top of the carriage, which
was immediately overturned in the kennel, to the
grievous annoyance of the fare, which happened to
be a certain effeminate beau, in full dress, on his
way to a private assembly.

This phantom hearing the noise overhead, and
feeling the shock of being overthrown at the same
time, thought that some whole tenement had fallen
upon the chair, and, in the terror of being crushed
to pieces, uttered a scream, which the populace sup-
posed to proceed from the mouth of a woman ; and
therefore went to his assistance, while the chairmen,
instead of ministering to his occasions, no sooner
recollected themselves, than they ran in pursuit of
their overthrower, who, being accustomed to escape
from bailiffs, dived into a dark alley, and vanishing
in a trice, was not visible to any living soul, until
he appeared next day on Tower-hill.

The humane part of the mob, who bestirred

themselves for the relief of the supposed lady, no
sooner perceived their mistake in the appearance of
the beau, who stared around him with horror and
atfright, than their compassion was changed into
mirth, and they began to pass a great many un-
savoury jokes upon his misfortune, which they
now discovered no inclination to alleviate ; and he
found himself very uncomfortably beset, when
Pickle, pitying his situation, interposed in his
behalf, and prevailed upon the chairmen to carry
him into the house of an apothecary in the neigh-
bourhood, to whom his mischance proved a very
advantageous accident ; for the fright operated so
violently upon his nerves, that he was seized with
a delirium, and lay a whole fortnight deprived of
his senses

;
during which period he was not neg-

lected in point of medicines, food, and attendance,
but royally regaled, as appeared by the contents of
Ins landlord's bill.

Our adventurer having seen this unfortunate
beau safely housed, returned to the scene of the
other calamity, which, as it was no other than a
foul chimney, soon yielded to the endeavours of the
family, and was happily overcome, without any
other bad consequence than that of alarming the
neighbours, disturbing the college, and disordering
the brain of a beau.

Eager to be acquainted with the particular con-
stitutions of a society which seemed to open upon
him by degrees, Mr. Pickle did not fail to appear
at the next meeting, when several petitions were
laid before the board, in behalf of those members
who were confined in the prisons of the Fleet,
Marshalsea, and King's Bench. As those unhappy
authors expected nothing from their brethren but
advice and good offices, which did not concern the
purse, the memorials were considered with great
care and humanity

;
and, upon this occasion, Pere-

grine had it in his power to manifest his import-
ance to the community ; for he happened to be
acquainted with the creditor of one of the prisoners,
and knew that gentleman's severity was owing to
his resentment at the behaviour of the debtor, who
had lampooned him in print, because he refused to
comply with a fresh demand, after he had lent him
money to the amount of a considerable sum. Our
young gentleman, therefore, understanding that the
author was penitent, and disposed to make a
reasonable submission, promised to employ his
influence with the creditor towards an accom-
modation ; and in a few days actually obtained his
release.

The social duties being discharged, the con-
versation took a general turn, and several new
productions were freely criticised ; those especially
which belonged to authors who were either un-
connected with, or unknown to the college. Nor
did the profession of stage-playing escape the
cognizance of the assembly ; a deputation of the
most judicious members being sent weekly to each
theatre, with a view of making remarks upon the
performance of the actors. The censors for the
preceding week were accordingly called upon to
give in their report ; and the play which they had
reviewed was the Revenge.

" Mr. Q ," said the second censor, " take
him all in all, is certainly the most complete and
unblemished performer that ever appeared on our
stage, notwithstanding the blind adoration which
is paid to his rival. I went two nights ago, with
an express design to criticise his action. I could

cc
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find no room for censure, but infinite subject for

admiration and applause. In Pierre he is great, in

Othello excellent, but in Zanga beyond all imita-

tion- Over and above the distinctness of pronun-

ciation, the dignity of attitude, and expression of

face, his gestures are so just and significant, that a

man, though utterly bereft of the sense of hearing,

might, by seeing him only, understand the meaning

of every word he speaks ! sure nothing can be

more exquisite than his manner of telling Isabella

how Alonzo behaved, when he found the incen-

diary letter which he had dropped by the Moor's

direction ; and when, to crown his vengeance, he

discovers himself to be the contriver of all the

mischief that had happened, he manifests a perfect

masterpiece of action, in pronouncing these four

little monosyllables, Know then, 'twas I"
Peregrine having eyed the critic some minutes,

" I fancy," said he, " your praise must be ironical,

because, in the very two situations you mention, I

think I have seen that player out-herod Herod, or,

in other words, exceed all his other extravagances.

The intention of the author is, that the Moor should

communicate to his confidant a piece of informa-

tion contained in a few lines, which, doubtless,

ought to be repeated with an air of eagerness and
satisfaction, not with the ridiculous grimace of a

monkey, to which, methought, his action bore an

intimate resemblance, in uttering this plain sen-

tence :

—

he took it up

;

But scarce was it unfolded to his sight,

When he, as if an arrow pierc'd his eye.

Started, and trembling dropt it on the ground.

In pronouncing the first two words, this egregious

actor stoops down, and seems to take up something

from the stage, then proceeding to repeat what

follows, mimics the manner of unfolding a letter

;

when he mentions the simile of an arrow piercing

the eye, he darts his forefinger towards that organ,

then recoils with great violence when the word
started is expressed ; and when he comes to

trembling dropped it on the ground, he throws all his

limbs into a tremulous motion, and shakes the

imaginary paper from his hand. The latter part of

the description is carried on with the same minute

gesticulation, while he says,

—

Pale and aghast awhile my victim stood,

Disguis'd a sigh or two, and pulFd them from him ;

Then rubb'd bis brow, and took it up again.

*' The player's countenance assumes a wild stare,

he sighs twice most piteously, as if he were on the

point of suffocation, scrubs his forehead, and, bend-

ing his body, apes the action of snatching an object

from the floor. Nor is this dexterity of dumb
show omitted, when he concludes his imitation in

these three lines :

—

At first he look'd as if he meant to read it

;

But check'd by rising fears, he crush'd it thus,

And thrust it, like an adder, in his bosom.

Here the judicious performer imitates the con-

fusion and concern of Alonzo, seems to cast his

eyes upon something, from which they are imme-

diately withdrawn with horror and precipitation,

then shutting his fist with a violent squeeze, as if

he intended to make immediate application to

Isabella's nose, he rams it in his own bosom, with

all the horror and agitation of a thief taken in the

manner. Were the player debarred the use of

speech, and obliged to act to the eyes only of the

ludience, this mimicry might be a necessary con-

veyance of his meaning ; but when he is at liberty

to signify his ideas by language, nothing can be

more trivial, forced, unnatural, and antic, than this

superfluous mummery. Not that I would exclude

from the representation the graces of action, with-

out which the choicest sentiments, clothed in the

most exquisite expression, would appear unani-

mated and insipid ; but these are as different from
this ridiculous burlesque, as is the demeanour of a

Tully in the rostrum, from the tricks of a Jack-pud-

ding on a mountebank's stage. And, for the truth of

what I allege, I appeal to the observation ofany person
who has considered the elegance of attitude and

propriety of gesture, as they are universally-

acknowledged in the real characters of life. In-

deed, I have known a Gascon, whose limbs were as

eloquent as his tongue : he never mentioned the

word sleep without reclining his head upon his

hand ; when he had occasion to talk of an horse, he

always started up and trotted across the room, ex-

cept when he was so situated that he could not stir

without incommoding the company, and in that

case he contented himself with neighing aloud. If

a dog happened to be the subject of his conversa-

tion, he wagged his tail, and grinned in a most

significant manner ; and one day he expressed his

desire of going backwards with such natural imita-

tion of his purpose, that every body in the room
firmly believed he had actually overshot himself, and

fortified their nostrils accordingly. Yet no man ever

looked upon this virtuoso to be the standard of

propriety in point of speaking and deportment.

For my own part, I confess the player in question

would, by dint of these qualifications, make a very

good figure in the character of Pantaloon's lacquey,

in the entertainment of Perseus and Andromeda,

and perhaps might acquire some reputation, by

turning the Hevenge into a pantomime ; in which

case, I would advise him to come upon the stage,

provided with an handful of flour, in order to

besmear his face when he pronounces pale and

aghast, See. and methinks he ought to illustrate the

adder with an hideous hiss. But let us now come

to the other situation, in which this modern iEsopus

is supposed to distinguish himself so much, I mean
that same eclaireissement comprehended in Know
then, 'twas /. His manner, I own, may be al-

tered since I was present at the representation of

that performance ; but certain I am, when I beheld

him in that critical conjuncture, his behaviour

appeared to me so uncouth, that I really imagined

he was visited by some epileptic distemper ; for he

stood tottering and gasping for the space of two

minutes, like a man suddenly struck with the

palsy ; and, after various distortions and side-shak-

ings, as if he had got fleas in his doublet, heaved

up from his lungs the letter I, like a huge anchor

from foul ground."

This criticism was acceptable to the majority of

the college, who had no great veneration for the

player in question ; and his admirer, without mak-

ing any reply, asked in a whisper, of the gentleman

who sat next to him, if Pickle had not offered some

production to the stage, and met with a repulse ?

CHAPTER XCV.

The young Gentleman is introduced to a Virtuoso of the first

Order, and commences Yelper.

Hitherto Peregrine had professed himself an

author, without reaping the fruits of that occupa-
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tion, except the little fame he had acquired by his

late satire ; but now he thought it high time to

weigh solid pudding against empty praise ; and there-

fore engaged with some booksellers in a certain

translation, which he obliged himself to perform
for the consideration of two hundred pounds. The
articles of agreement being drawn, he began his

task with great eagerness, rose early in the morn-
ing to his work, at which he laboured all day long,

went abroad with the bats in the evening, and ap-

peared in the coffee-house, where he amused him-
self with the newspapers and conversation till nine
o'clock ; then he retired to his own apartment,
and, after a slight repast, betook himself to rest,

that he might be able to unroost with the cock.
This sudden change from his former way of life

agreed so ill with his disposition, that, for the first

time, he was troubled with flatulencies and indi-

gestion, which produced anxiety and dejection of
spirits, and the nature of his situation began in some
measure to discompose his brain ; a discovery which
he no sooner made, than he had recourse to the
advice of a young physician, who was a member of
the college of authors, at this time one of our hero's

most intimate acquaintance.

The son of vEsculapius, having considered his

case, imputed his disorder to the right cause, namely,
want of exercise ; dissuaded him from such close

application to study, until he should be gradually
faindiarized to a sedentai-y life ; advised him to

enjoy his friend and his bottle in moderation, and
wean himself from his former customs by degrees

;

and, above all things, to rise immediately after his

first sleep, and exercise himself in a morning's
walk. In order to render this last part of the pre-
scription the more palatable, the doctor promised
to attend him in these early excursions, and even
to introduce him to a certain personage of note,

who gave a sort of public breakfasting to the minor
virtuosi of the age, and often employed his interest

in behalf of those who properly cultivated his coun-
tenance and approbation.

This proposal was extremely acceptable to our
young gentleman, who, besides the advantage which
might accrue to him from such a valuable con-
nexion, foresaw much entertainment and satisfac-

tion in the discourse of so many learned guests.

The occasions of his health and interest, moreover,
coincided in another circumstance ; the minister's

levee being kept betimes in the morning, so that he
could perform his walk, yield his attendance, and
breakfast at this philosophical board, without en-
croaching a great deal upon his other avocations.

Measures being thus preconcerted, the physician
conducted our adventurer to the house of this cele-
brated sage, to whom he recommended him as a
gentleman of genius and taste, who craved the
honour of his acquaintance ; but he had previously
smoothed the way to liis introduction, by repre-
senting Peregrine as a young fellow of great am-
bition, spirit and address, who could not fail to

make a figure in the world ; that therefore he would
be a creditable addition to the subordinates of such
a patron, and by his qualifications, intrepidity, and
warmth of temper, turn out a consummate herald
of his fame. Upon these considerations, he met
with a most engaging reception from the enter-
tainer, who was a well-bred man, of some learning,
generosity, and taste ; but his foible was the desire

of being thought the inimitable pattern of all three.

It was with a view to acquire and support this

character, that his house was open to all those who
had any pretensions to literature

; consequently lie

was surrounded by a strange variety of pretenders

;

but none were discouraged, because he knew that
even the most insignificant might, in some shape,
conduce to the propagation of his praise. A bab-
bler, though he cannot run upon the scent, may
spring the game, and, by his yelping, help to fill up
the cry. No wonder, then, that a youth of Pickle's
accomplishments was admitted and even invited
into the pack. After having enjoyed a very short
private audience in the closet, our young gentleman
was shown into another room, where half a dozen
of his fellow adherents waited for the Maecenas,
who in a few minutes appeared, with a most gracious
aspect, received the compliments of the morning,
and sat down to breakfast, in the midst of them,
without any further ceremony.
The conversation at first turned upon the wea-

ther, which was investigated in a very philosophical
manner by one of the company, who seemed to

have consulted all the barometers and thermometers
that ever were invented, before he would venture
to affirm that it was a chill morning. This subject
being accurately discussed, the chief inquired about
the news of the learned world ; and his inclination

was no sooner expressed than every guest opened
his mouth, in order to gratify his curiosity. But
lie that first captivated his attention, was a meagre
shrivelled antiquary, who looked like an animated
mummy, which had been scorched' among the
sands of the desert. He told the patron, that he
had, by accident, met with a medal, which, though
it was defaced by time, he would venture to pro-
nounce a genuine antique, from the ringing and
taste of the metal, as well as from the colour and
composition of the rust. So saying, he produced a
piece of copper coin, so consumed and disguised by
age, that scarce a vestige of the impression was to

be perceived. Nevertheless, this connoisseur pre-
tended to distinguish a face in profile, from which
he concluded that the piece was of the Upper Em-
pire, and on the reverse he endeavoured to point
out the bulb of the spear, and part of the para-
zonium, which were the insignia of the Roman
Virtus, together with the fragment of onefold of the
multicium in which she was clothed. He likewise
had discovered an angle of the letter N, and, at

some distance, an entire I ; from these circum-
stances conjecturing, and indeed concluding, that

the medal was struck by Severus, in honour of the
victory he obtained over his rival Niger, after he
had forced the passes of Mount Taurus. This cri-

ticism seemed very satisfactory to the entertainer,

who having examined the coin by the help of his

spectacles, plainly discerned the particulars which
the owner had mentioned, and was pleased to term
his account of the matter, a very ingenious ex-
planation.

The curiosity was circulated through the hands
of all present, and every virtuoso, in his turn, licked
the copper, and rung it upon the hearth, declaring
his assent to the judgment which had been pro-
nounced. At length it fell under the inspection of
our young gentleman, who, though no antiquarian,
was very well acquainted with the current coin of
his own country, and no sooner cast his eyes upon
the valuable antique, than he affirmed, without
hesitation, that it was no other than the ruins of an
English farthing, and that same spear, parazonium,
and multicium, the remains of the emblems and

cc 2
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drapery with which the figure of Britannia is de-

lineated on our copper money.
This hardy asseveration seemed to disconcert the

patron, -while it incensed the medalist, who, grin-

ning lie an enraged baboon, " What d'ye tell me
of a brass farthing ?" said he. " Did you ever know
modern brass of such a relish ? Do but taste it,

young gentleman ; and sure I am, if you have ever

been conversant with subjects of this kind, you will

find as wide a difference in the savour between

this and an English farthing, as can possibly be

perceived betwixt an onion and a turnip. Besides,

this medal has the true Corinthian ring ; then the

attitude is upright, whereas that of Britannia is re-

clining ; and how is it possible to mistake a branch

of palm for a parazonium ?"

All the rest of the company espoused the vir-

tuoso's side of the question, because the reputation

of each was concerned. The patron, finding him-

self in the same circumstance, assum >d a solemnity

of feature, dashed with a small mixture of displea-

sure, and told Peregrine, that, as he had not made

that branch of literature his particular study, he

was not surprised to see him mistaken in his

opinion. Pickle immediately understood the re-

proof, though he was shocked at the vanity or in-

fatuation of his entertainer and fellow-guests, asked

pardon for his presumption, which was accordingly

excused, in consideration of his inexperience ; and

the English farthing dignified with the title of a

true antique!

The next person that addressed himself to the

chief, was a gentleman of a very mathematical

turn, who valued himself upon the improvements

he had made in several domestic machines, and now
presented the plan of a new contrivance for cutting

cabbages, in such a manner as would secure the

stock against the rotting rain, and enable it to pro-

duce a plenteous aftercrop of delicious sprouts.

In this important machine he had united the whole

mechanic powers, with such massy complication of

iron and wood, that it could not have been moved
without the assistance of a horse, and a road made
for the convenience of the draught. These objec-

tions were so obvious, that they occurred at first

sight to the inspector-general, who greatly com-

mended the invention, which, he observed, might

be applied to several other useful purposes, could it

once be rendered a little more portable and com-

modious.
The inventor, who had not foreseen these diffi-

culties, was not prepared to surmount them ; but he

took the hint in good part, and promised to task his

abilities anew, in altering the construction of his

design. Not but that he underwent some severe

irony from the rest of the virtuosi, who compli-

mented him upon the momentous improvement he

had made, by which a family might save a dish of

greens in a "quarter, for so trifling an expense as

that of purchasing, working, and maintaining such

a stupendous machine ; but no man was ever more
sarcastic in his remarks upon this piece of me-
chanism than the naturalist, who next appealed to

the patron's approbation for a curious disquisition

he had made touching the procreation of muck
flies, in which he had laid down a curious method
of collecting, preserving, and hatching the eggs of

these insects, even in the winter, by certain modi-
fications of artificial heat. The nature of this dis-

covery was no sooner communicated, than Pere-
grine, unable to contain himself, was seized with a

fit of laughter, which infected every person at the

table, the landlord himself not excepted, who found

it impossible to preserve his wonted gravity of face.

Such unmannerly mirth did not fail to mortify

the philosopher, who, after some pause, during

which indignation and disdain were painted in his

countenance, reprehended our young gentleman

for his unphilosophical behaviour, and undertook

to prove, that the subject of his inquiry was of in-

finite consequence to the progress and increase of

natural knowledge. But he found no quarter from

the vengeful engineer, who now retorted his iron-

ical compliments, with great emphasis, upon this

hot-bed for the generation of vermin, and advised

him to lay the whole process before the Koyal So-

ciety, which would, doubtless, present him with a

medal, and give him a place among their memoirs,

as a distinguished promoter of the useful arts. " If,"

said he, " you had employed your studies in finding

out some "effectual method to destroy those insects

which prejudice and annoy mankind, in all proba-

bility you must have been contented with the con-

templation of the good you had done; but this

curious expedient for multiplying maggots will

surely entitle you to an honourable rank in the list of

learned philosophers." " I don't wonder," replied

the naturalist, "that you should be so much averse to

the propagation of insects, because, in all likelihood,

you are afraid that they will not leave you a cab-

bage to cut down with" the same miraculous ma-
chine." " Sir," answered the mechanic, with great

bitterness of voice and aspect, " if the cabbage be

as light-headed as some muck-worm philosophers,

it will not be worth cutting down." " I never dis-

pute upon cabbage with the son of a cucumber,"

said the fly-breeder, alluding to the pedigree of his

antagonist ; who, impatient of the affront, started

up with fury in his looks, exclaiming, " 'Sdeath

!

meaning me, sir
!"

Here the patron, perceiving things drawing to-

wards a rupture, interposed his authority, rebuking

them for their intemperance, and recommending to

them amity and concord against the Goths and

Vandals of the age, who took all opportunities of

ridiculing and discouraging the adherents of know-

ledge and philosophy. After this exhortation, they

had no pretence for earn ing on the dispute, which

was dropt in all appearance, though the mechanic

still retained his resentment ; and after breakfast,

when the company broke up, accosted his adversary

in the street, desiring to know how he durst be so

insolent as to make that scurrilous reflection upon

his family. The fly-fancier, thus questioned, ac-

cused the mathematician of having been the ag-

gressor, in likening his head to a light cabbage

;

and here the altercation being renewed, the engi-

neer proceeded to the illustration of his mechanics,

tilting up his hand like a balance, thrusting it for-

ward by way of lever, embracing the naturalist's

nose like a wedge betwixt two of his fingers, and

turning it round, with the momentum of a screw

or peritrochium. Had they been obliged to decide

the dispute with equal arms, the assailant would

have had great advantage over the other, who was

very much his inferior in muscular strength ; but

the philosopher being luckily provided with a cane,

no sooner disengaged himself from this opprobrious

application, than he handled his weapon with great

dexterity about the head and shoulders of his

antagonist, who finding this shower of blows

very disagreeable, was fain to betake himself
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to his heels for shelter, and was pursued by the
angry victor, who chased him from one end of the
street to the other, affording unspeakable satisfac-
tion to the multitude, as well as to our hero and to
his introductor, who were spectators of the whole
scene.

Thus was our adventurer initiated into the so-
ciety of Yelpers, though he did not as yet fully un-
derstand the nature of his office, which was explained
by the young physician, who chid him for his blunt
behaviour in the case of the medal ; and gave him
to understand, that their patron's favour was neither
to be gained nor preserved by any man that would
pretend to convict him of a mistake. He therefore
counselled him to respect this foible, and cultivate
the old gentleman with all the zeal and venera-
tion, which a regard to his own character would
permit him to say. This task was the easier to one
of our young gentleman's pliant disposition, because
the virtuoso's behaviour was absolutely free from
that insolent self-conceit, which he could not bear
without disgust. The senior was, on the contrary,
mild and beneficent ; and Pickle was rather pleased
than shocked at his weakness ; because it flattered
his vanity with the supposition of his own superior
sense.

Cautioned in this manner, Peregrine profited so
much by his insinuating qualifications, that, in
a very little time, he was looked upon as one of
the chief favourites of the patron, to whom he
dedicated a small occasional poem ; and every body
believed he would reap the fruits of his attachment,
among the first of the old gentleman's dependents.

CHAPTER XCVI.
Peregrine finding himself neglected by Sir Steady Steerwell,
expostulates with him in a Letter

; in consequence of
which he is forbid his House, loses his Pension, and incurs

the Charge of Lunacy.

This prospect of success, together with his ex-
pectations from the minister, whom he did not
neglect, helped to comfort him under the reverse
of fortune which he had undergone, and the un-
certainty of the lawsuit, which he still maintained
for the recovery of his ten thousand pounds. The
lawyers, indeed, continued to drain his pocket of
money, while they filled his brain with unsubstan-
tial hope

; and he was actually obliged to borrow
money from his bookseller, on the strength of the
translation, in order to satisfy the demands of those
ravenous harpies, rather than lay the misanthrope
under any difficulties, or have recourse to his friend
Hatchway, who lived at the garrison, entirely
ignorant of his distress. This was not at all alle-
viated by the arrival of the Indiaman, in which he
had ventured seven hundred pounds, as we have
already observed

; for he was given to under-
stand, that the borrower was left dangerously
lU at Bombay when the ship sailed, and that his
chance for retrieving his monev was extremely
slender. " J

So situated, it is not to be supposed that he led a
life of tranquillity, though he made a shift to
struggle wtth the remonstrances of misfortune
let such a gush of affliction would sometimes rushupon his thought, as overwhelmed all the ideas of
nis hope, and sunk him to the very bottom of de-
spondence. Every equipage that passed him in the
street every person of rank and fortune that oc-
curred to his view, recalled the gay images of his
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former life, with such mortifying reflection as
stabbed him to the very soul. He lived, therefore,
incessantly exposed to all the pangs of envy and
disquiet. When I say envy, I do not mean that
sordid passion, in consequence of which a man
repines at his neighbour's success, howsoever de-
served ; but that self-tormenting indignation which
is inspired by the prosperity of folly, ignorance,
and vice. "Without the intervening gleams of en-
joyment, which he felt in the conversation of a few
friends, he could not have supported his existence

;

or, at least, he must have suffered some violent
discomposure of the brain. But one is still finding
some circumstance of alleviation, even in the worst
of conjunctures

; and Pickle was so ingenious in
these researches, that he maintained a good battle
with disappointment, till the revolution of the term
at which he had received his pension of three
hundred pounds.
However, seeing the day elapse, without touch-

ing his allowance, notwithstanding his significant
method of presenting himself at the minister's
levee, when the year was expired, he wrote a letter
to Sir Steady, reminding him of his situation and
promise, and giving him to understand, that his
occasions were such as compelled him to demand
his salary for the ensuing year.

In the morning after this letter was conveyed,
the author went to his honour's house, in expecta-
tion of being admitted by particular order; but
was mistaken in his hope, the minister not being
visible. He then made his appearance at the levee,
in hopes of being closeted ; but though he took all
opportunities of watching Sir Steady's eyes, he
could not obtain one glance, and had the pleasure
of seeing him retire, without being favoured with
the least notice. These circumstances of wilful
neglect were not over and above agreeable to our
young hero, who, in the agonies of vexation and
resentment, went home, and composed a most acri-
monious remonstrance to his honour; in conse-
quence

_
of which he was not only deprived of all

pretensions to a private audience, but expressly
denied admittance on a public day, by Sir Steady's
own order.

This prohibition, which announced his total ruin,
filled him with rage, horror, and despair. He in-
sulted the porter who signified the minister's com-
mand, threatening to chastise him upon the spot
for his presumption, and vented the most virulent
imprecations upon his master, to the astonishment
of those who chanced to enter during this con-
ference. Having exhausted himself in these vain
exclamations, he returned to his lodgings in a most
frantic condition, biting his lips so that the blood
ran from his mouth, dashing his head and fists
against the sides of his chimney, and weeping with
the most bitter expressions of woe.

Pipes, whose perception had been just sufficient
to let him see that there was some difference be-
tween the present and former situation of his
master, overhearing his transports, essayed to enter
his apartment, with a view of administering con-
solation

; and finding the door locked on the inside
desired admittance, protesting, that otherwise he
would down with the bulkhead in the turning of
a handspike. Peregrine ordered him to retire, on
pain of his displeasure, and swore, that if he should
offer to break open the door, he would instantly
shoot him through the head. Tom, without payiag
the least regard to this injunction, set himself at
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work immediately. His master, exasperated at his

•want of reverence and respect, which in his present

paroxysm appeared with the most provoking aggra-

vation, flew into his closet, and snatching up one

of his pistols already loaded, no sooner saw his

valet enter the apartment, in consequence of having

forced the lock, than he presented it full at his face,

and drew the trigger. Happily the priming flashed

in the pan, without communicating with the charge

;

so that his furious purpose did not take effect upon

the countenance of honest Pipes, who, disregardful

of the attempt, though he knew the contents of

the piece, asked, without the least alteration of

feature, if it must be foul weather through the

whole voyage?
.

Peregrine, mad as he was, repented ot ms mis-

chievous intent against such a faithful adherent, in

the very moment of execution ; and had it proved

fatal, according to the design, in all probability

he would have applied another to his own head.

There are certain considerations that strike upon

the mind with irresistible force, even in the midst

of its distraction ; the momentary recollection of

some particular scene, occasioned by the features

of the devoted victim, hath often struck the dagger

from the assassin's hand. By such an impulse was

Pipes protected from any repeated effort of his

master's rage; the friendly cause of his present

disobedience flashed upon the conviction of Pere-

grine, when he beheld the rugged front of his valet,

in which also stood disclosed his long and faithful

service, together with the recommendation of the

deceased commodore.
Though his wrath was immediately suppressed,

and his heart torn with remorse for what he had

done, his brows remained still contracted; and

darting a most ferocious regard at the intruder,

" Villain '" said he, " how dare you treat me with

such disrespect ?" " Why should'nt I lend a hand

for the preservation of the ship." answered the

unrutfied Pipes, "when there is more sail than

ballast aboard, and the pilot quits the helm in de-

spair? What signifies one or two broken voyages

so long as our timbers are strong, and our vessel

in good trim. If she loses upon one tack, mayhap

she may gain upon t'other ; and I'll be d—n'd, if

one day or other we don't fetch up our lee-way

As for the matter of provision, you have started a

prettv good stock of money into my hold, and you

are welcome to hoist it up again when you wool ?

Here Tom was interrupted by the arrival of

Mr. Crabtree, who seeing Peregrine with a pistol

in his hand, and such wild disorder in his looks,

his head, hands, and mouth besmeared with blood,

and, moreover, smelling the gunpowder which had

been burnt, actually believed he had either com-

mitted, or was bent upon murder, and accordingly

retreated down stairs with infinite despatch. All

his speed could not convey him without the reach

of Pipes, who, overtaking him in his passage, car

ried him back into his master's apartment, observ

ing by the way, that this was no time to sheer oft,

when his consort stood in need of his assistance.

There was something so ruefully severe in the

countenance of Cadwallader, thus compelled, that,

at any other time, our hero would have laughed at

his concern; but at present there was nothing

risible in his disposition. He had, however, laid

aside his pistol, and endeavoured, though in vain,

to compose his internal disturbance ; for he could

not utter one syllable to the misanthrope, but stood

staring at him in silence, with a most delirious as-

pect. This did not tend to dispel the dismay of

his friend, who, after some recollection, " I wonder,"

said he, "that you have never killed yourman before.

Pray how may you have disposed of the body ?"

Pickle having recovered the faculty of speech,

ordered his lacquey out of the room, and, in a most

incoherent detail, made Crabtree acquainted with

the perfidious conduct of the minister.

The confidant was very glad to find his fears

disappointed; for he had really concluded, that

some life was lost Perceiving the youth too much

agitated to be treated by him in his usual style, he

owned that Sir Steady was a rascal, and encouraged

Pickle with the hope of being one day able to make

reprisals upon him ; in the mean time offered him

money for his immediate occasions, exhorted him

to exert his own qualifications in rendering himself

independent of such miscreants, and finally coun-

selled him to represent his wrongs to the noble-

man whom he had formerly obliged, with a view of

interesting that peer in his behalf; or at least of

obtaining a satisfactory explanation from the minis-

ter, that he might take no premature measures of

revenge.

These admonitions were so much milder and

more agreeable than our hero expected from the

misanthrope, that they had a very favourable effect

upon his transports, which gradually subsided,

until he became so tractable as to promise that he

would conform to his advice ; in consequence of

which, he next morning waited upon his lordship,

who received him very politely, as usual, and with

°reat patience heard his complaint, which, by the

bve, he could not repeat without some hasty ebulli-

tions of passionate resentment. This peer, after

having gentlv disapproved of the letter of expostu-

lation, which had produced such unfortunate effects,

kindly undertook to recommend his case to the

minister, and actually performed his promise that

same day, when Sir Steady informed him, to his

utter astonishment, that the poor young gentleman

was disordered in his brain, so that he could not

possibly be provided for in a place of importance,

with any regard to the service ; and it could not

be expected that he, Sir Steady, would support his

extravagance from his own private purse ;—that he

had, indeed, at the solicitation of a nobleman

deceased, made him a present of three hundred

pounds, in consideration of some loss that he pre-

tended to have sustained in an election ; but, since

that time, had perceived in him such indisputable

marks of lunacv, both by his distracted letters and

personal behaviour, as obliged him to give order

that he should not be admitted into the house, xo

corroborate this assertion, the minister actually

called in the evidence of his own porter, and one

of the gentlemen of his household, who had heard

the execrations that escaped our youth, when he

first found himself excluded. In short, the noble-

man was convinced that Peregrine was certainly

and bona fide mad as a March hare ; and, by the

help of this intimation, began to recollect some

svmptoms of distraction which appeared in his last

visit ; he remembered a certain incoherence in his

speech, a violence of gesture and wildness of look,

that now evidently denoted a disturbed understand-

ing; and he determined, for his own credit and

security, to disentangle himself from such a dan-

gerous acquaintance.

With this view, he, in imitation of Sir Steady
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commanded his gate to be shut against our adven-
turer

; so that, when he went to know the result of
his lordship's conference with the minister, the
door was flung in his face, and the janitor told him
through an iron grate, that he needed not to give
himself the trouble of calling again, for his lord
desired to be excused from seeing him. He spoke
not a word in answer to this declaration, which he
immediately imputed to the ill offices of the minister,
against whom he breathed defiance and revenge, in
his way to the lodgings of Cadwallader ;—who,
being made acquainted with the manner of his
reception, begged he would desist from all schemes
of vengeance, until he, Crabtree, should be able to
unriddle the mystery of the whole, which he did
not doubt of unveiling by means of his acquaintance
with a family in which his lordship often spent the
evening at whist.

It was not long before he had the desired oppor-
tunity; the nobleman being under no injunctions
or obligation to keep the affair secret, discovered
the young gentleman's misfortune, by way of news,
to the first company in which he happened to be

;

and Peregrine's name was not so obscure in the
fashionable world, but that his disorder became the
general topic of conversation for a day ; so that his
friend soon partook of the intelligence, and found
means to learn the particulars of the minister's in-
formation, as above related. Nay, he was in danger
of becoming a proselyte to Sir Steady's opinion,
when he recalled and compared every circumstance
which he knew of Pickle's impatience and im-
petuosity.

Indeed nothing more easily gains credit than an
imputation of madness fixed upon any person what-
soever; for when the suspicion of the world is

roused, and its observation once set at work, the
wisest, the coolest man upon earth, will, by some
particulars in his behaviour, convict himself of the
charge. Every singularity in his dress and manner,
(and such are observable in every person,) that
before passed unheeded, now rises up in judgment
against him, with all the exaggeration of the ob-
server's fancy; and the sagacious examiner per-
ceives distraction in every glance of the eye, turn
of the finger, and motion of the head. When he
speaks, there is a strange peculiarity in his argu-
ment and expression ; when he holds his tongue, his
imagination teems with some extravagant reverie

;

his sobriety of demeanour is no other than a lucid
interval, and his passion mere delirium.

If people of the most sedate and insipid life and
conversation are subject to such criticisms, no
wonder that they should take place upon a youth
of Peregrine's fiery disposition, which, on some
occasions, would have actually justified any remarks
of this kind, which his greatest enemies could make.
He was accordingly represented as one of those
enterprising bucks, who, after having spent then-
fortunes in riot and excess, are happily bereft of
their understanding, and consequently insensible of
the want and disgrace which they have entailed
upon themselves.

Cadwallader himself was so much affected with
the report, that for some time he hesitated in his
deliberations upon our hero, before he could prevail
upon himself to communicate to him the informa-
tion he had received, or to treat him in other
respects as a man of sound intellects. At length,
however, he ventured to make Pickle acquainted
with the particulars he had learned, imparting them

with such caution and circumlocution, as he thought
necessary to prevent the young gentleman from
transgressing all bounds of temper and modera-
tion ;—but, for once, he was agreeably deceived in
his prognostic. Incensed as our hero was at the
conduct of the minister, he could not help laughing
at the ridiculous aspersion, which he told his friend
he would soon refute in a manner that should not
be very agreeable to his calumniator; observing,
that it was a common practice with the state pilot,

thus to slander those people to whom he lay under
obligations which he had no mind to discharge.
"True it is," said Peregrine, "he has succeeded
more than once in contrivances of this kind, having
actually reduced divers people of weak heads to
such extremity of despair, as hath issued in down-
right distraction, whereby lie was rid of their im-
portunities, and his judgment confirmed at the same
time. But I have now, thank Heaven, attained to
such a pitch of philosophical resolution, as will sup-
port me against all his machinations ; and I will
forthwith exhibit the monster to the public, in his
true lineaments of craft, perfidy, and ingratitude."

This indeed was the plan with which Mr. Pickle
had amused himself during the researches of Crab-
tree

; and by this time it so effectually flattered his
imagination, that he believed he should be able to
bring his adversary, in spite of all his power, to his
own terms of submission, by distinguishing himself
in the list of those who, at that period, wrote against
the administration. Nor was this scheme so ex-
travagant as it may seem to be, had not he over-
looked one material circumstance, which Cadwal-
lader himself did not recollect, when he approved
of this project.

While he thus meditated vengeance, the fame of
his disorder, in due course of circulation, reached
the ears of that lady of quality whose memoirs have
already appeared in these adventures. The cor-
respondence with which she had honoured our
hero had been long broke off, for the reason already
advanced, namely, his dread of being exposed to
her infatuating charms. He had been candid
enough to make her acquainted with the cause of
exiling himself from her presence ; and she ad-
mitted the prudence of self-restraint, although she
would have been very well satisfied with the con-
tinuance of his intimacy and conversation, which
were not at all beneath the desire of any lady in
the kingdom.—Notwithstanding this interruption,
she still retained a friendship and regard for his
character, and felt all the affliction of a humane
heart, at the news of his misfortunes and deplorable
distemper. She had seen him courted and culti-
vated in the sunshine of his prosperity ; but she
knew, from sad experience, how all those insect-
followers shrink away in the winter of distress.
Her compassion represented him as a poor unhappy
lunatic, destitute of all the necessaries of life,
dragging about the ruins of human nature, and
exhibiting the spectacle of blasted youth to the
scorn and abhorrence of his fellow-creatures.
Aching with these charitable considerations, she
found means to learn in what part of the town he
lodged

;
and laying aside all superfluous ceremony,

went in a hackney chair to his door, which was
opened by the ever-faithful Pipes.
Her ladyship immediately recollected the features

of his trusty follower, whom she could not help
loving m her heart for his attachment and fidelity
which after she had applauded with a most gracious
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commendation, she kindly inquired after the state

of his master's health, and asked if he was in a

condition to he seen.

Tom, -who could not suppose that the visit of a

fine lady would he unacceptahle to a youth of Pere-

grine's complexion, made no verbal reply to the

question ; but beckoning her ladyship with an arch

significance of feature, at which she could not

forbear smiling, walked softly up stairs ;
and she,

in obedience to the signal, followed her guide into

the apartment of our hero, whom she found at a

writing-table, in the very act of composing an

eulogium upon his good friend Sir Steady. The

nature of his work had animated his countenance

with an uncommon degree of vivacity ; and being

dressed in a neat dishabille, his figure could not

have appeared to more advantage in the eye of a

person who despised the tinsel of unnecessary orna-

ment. She was extremely well pleased to see her

expectations so agreeably disappointed ;
for, instead

of the squalid circumstances and wretched looks

attending indigence and distraction, every thing

was decent and genteel; and the patient's aspect

such as betokened internal satisfaction. Hearing

the rustling of silk in his room, he lifted up his

eyes from the paper, and seeing her ladyship, was

struck with astonishment and awe, as at the unex-

pected apparition of some supernatural being.

Before he could recollect himself from his con-

fusion, which called the blood into his cheeks, she

told him, that, on the strength of old acquaintance,

she was come to visit him, though it was a long time

since he had given her good reason to believe he had

absolutely forgot that there was such a person as she

in being. After having made the most warm ac-

knowledgments for this unforeseen honour, he

assured her ladyship that the subject of her reproach

was not his fault, but rather his very great misfor-

tune ; and that, if it had been in his power to forget

her so easily as she seemed to imagine, he should

never have given her cause to tax him with want

of duty and respect.

Still dubious of his situation, she began to con-

verse with him on different subjects ; and he ac-

quitted himself so well in every particular, that she

no longer doubted his having been misrepresented

by the malice of his enemies, and candidly told him

the cause and intent of her coming. He was not

deficient in expressions of gratitude for this instance

of her generosity and friendship, which even drew

tears from his eyes. As to the imputation of mad-

ness, he explained it so much to her ladyship's

satisfaction, that she evidently perceived he had

been barbarously dealt with, and that the charge

was no other than a most villanous aspersion.

Notwithstanding all his endeavours to conceal

the true state of his finances, it was impossible for

him to give this detail, without disclosing some of

the difficulties under which he laboured ; and her

ladyship's sagacity divining the rest, she not only

made him a tender of assistance, but, presenting a

bank-note for a considerable sum, insisted upon his

acceptance of it as a trifling mark of her esteem,

and a specimen of what she was inclined to do in

his behalf. But this mark of her benevolence he

would by no means receive; assuring her, that,

though his affairs were at present a little perplexed,

he had never felt the least circumstance of distress,

and begging that she would not subject him to the

burden of such an unnecessary obligation.

Being obliged to put up with this refusal, she pro-

tested she would never forgive him should she ever

hear that he rejected her offer when he stood in

need of her aid ; or if, in time to come, he should

not apply to her friendship, if ever he should find

himself incommoded in point of fortune. " An
over delicacy in this respect," said she, " I shall

look upon as a disapprobation of my own conduct

;

because I myself have been obliged to have recourse

to my friends in such emergencies."

These generous remonstrances and marks of par-

ticular friendship could not fail to make a deep

impression upon the heart of our hero, which still

smarted from the former impulse of her charms

;

he not only felt all those transports which a man of

honour and sensibility may be supposed to feel

upon such an occasion, but the sentiments of a more

tender passion awaking in his breast, he could not

help expressing himself in terms adapted to the

emotions of his soul ; and, at length, plainly told

her, that, were he disposed to be a beggar, he would

ask something of infinitely more importance to his

peace than the charitable assistance she had prof-

fered.

Her ladyship had too much penetration to mis-

take his meaning; but, as she did not choose to

encourage his advances, pretended to interpret his

intimation into a general compliment of gallantry,

and, in a jocose manner, desired he would not give

her any reason to believe his lucid interval was

past. " In faith, my lady," said he, " I perceive

the fit coming on ; and I don't see why I may not

use the privilege of my distemper, so far as to de-

clare myself one of your most passionate admirers."

" If you do," replied her ladyship, " I shall not be

fool enough to believe a madman, unless I were

assured that your disorder proceeded from your

love; and that this was the case, I suppose you

will find it difficult to prove." " Nay, madam,"

cried the youth, " I have in this drawer what will

convince you of my having been mad on that strain;

and, since you doubt my pretension, you must give

me leave to produce my testimonials." So saying,

he opened a scrutoire, and taking out a paper, pre-

sented her with the following song, which he had

written in her praise, immediately after he was

made acquainted with the particulars of her story.

While with fond rapture and amaze,

On thy transcendent charms I gaze,

My cautious soul essays in vain

Her peace and freedom to maintain;

Yet let that blooming form divine.

Where grace and harmony combine

;

Those eyes, like genial orbs that move,

Dispensing gladness, joy, and. love
;

In all their pomp assail my view,

Intent my bosom to subdue;

My breast, by wary maxims steel'd,

Not all those charms shall force to yield.

But, when invok'd to Beauty's aid,

I see tli' enlighten'd souldisplay'd,

That soul so sensibly sedate

Amid the storms of froward fate !

Thy genius active, strong, and clear,

Thy wit sublime, though not severe,

The social ardour, void of art.

That glows within thy candid heart

;

My spirits, sense, and strength decay,

My resolution dies away,

And. every faculty oppress'd,

Almighty love imades my breast

!

Her ladyship having perused this production

" Were I inclined to be suspicious," said she, "I

should believe that I had no share in producing this

composition, which seems to have been inspired by

a much more amiable object. However, I will take
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your word for your intention, and thank you for

the unmerited compliment, though I have met with
it in such an accidental manner. Nevertheless, I

must be so free as to tell you, it is now high time
for you to contract that unbounded spirit of gallan-

try, which you have indulged so long, into a sin-

cere attachment for the fair Emilia, who, by all

accounts, deserves the whole of your attention and
regard." His nerves thrilled at mention of that

name, which he never heard pronounced without
agitation. Rather than undergo the consequence
of a conversation upon this subject, he chose to drop
the theme of love altogether, and industriously
introduced some other topic of discourse.

CHAPTER XCVII.
He writes against the Minister, by whose Instigation he is

arrested, ami moves himselfbyhabeas corpus into the Fleet.

My lady having prolonged her stay beyond the
period of ft comp >n visit, and repeated her protes-
tations in the most frank and obliging manner, took
her leave of our adventurer, who promised to pay
his respects to her in a few days at her own house.
Meanwhile, he resumed his task ; and having finished
a most severe remonstrance against Sir Steady, not
only with regard to his private ingratitude, but also
to his mal-administration of public affairs, he sent
it to the author of a weekly paper, who had been
long a professed reformer in politics ; and it ap-
peared in a very few days, with a note of the pub-
lisher, desiring the favour of further correspondence
with the author.

The animadversions contained in this small essay
were so spirited and judicious, and a great many
new lights thrown upon the subject with such per-
spicuity, as attracted the notice of the public in an
extraordinary manner, and helped to raise the cha-
racter of the paper in which it was inserted. The
minister was not the last who examined the per-
formance, which, in spite of all his boasted temper,
provoked him to such a degree, that he set his
emissaries at work, and by dint of corruption, pro-
cured a sight of the manuscript in Peregrine's own
handwriting, which he immediately recognized;
but, for further confirmation of his opinion, he
compared it with the two letters which he had
received from our adventurer. Had he known the
young gentleman's talents for declamation were so
acute, perhaps he would never have given him
cause to complain, but employed him in the vin-
dication of his own measures

; nay, he might still

have treated him like some other authors whom he
had brought over from the opposition, had not the
keenness of this first assault incensed him to a de-
sire of revenge. He, therefore, no sooner made
this discovery, than he conveyed his directions to
his dependent, the receiver-general, who was pos-
sessed of Pickle's notes. Next day, while our
author stood within a circle of his acquaintance, at
a certain coffee-house, holding forth with great
eloquence upon the diseases of the state, he was
accosted by a bailiff, who entering the room with
five or six followers, told him aloud that he had a
writ against him for twelve hundred pounds, at the
suit of Mr. Ravage Gleanum.
The whole company were astonished at this ad-

dress, which did not fail to discompose the defen
dant himself, who, as it were instinctively, in the
midst of his confusion, saluted the officer across the
head with his cane ; in consequence of which ap-

plication, he was surrounded and disarmed in an
instant by the gang, who carried him off to the
next tavern in the most opprobrious manner. Nor
did one of the spectators interpose in his behalf, or
visit him in his confinement with the least tender of
advice or assistance ; such is the zeal of a coffee-
house friendship.

This stroke was the more severe upon our hero,
as it was altogether unexpected ; for he bad utterly
forgot the debt for which he was arrested. His
present indignation was, however, chiefly kindled
against the bailiff, who had done his office in such
a disrespectful manner ; and the first use he made
of his recollection in the house to which they con-
ducted him, was to chastise him for the insolence
and indecency of his behaviour. This task he per-
formed with his bare fists, every other weapon
being previously conveyed out of his reach ; and
the delinquent underwent his discipline with sur-
prising patience and resignation, asking pardon
with great humility, and protesting before God,
that he had never willingly and wittingly used any
gentleman with ill manners, but had been com-
manded to arrest our adventurer according to the
express direction of the creditor, on pain of forfeit-
ing his place.

By this declaration Peregrine was appeased, and,
out of a delirium of passion, waked to ail the hor-
rors of reflection. All the glory of his youth was
now eclipsed, all the blossoms of his hope were
blasted, and he saw himself doomed to the miseries
of a jail, without the least prospect of enlargement,
except in the issue of his lawsuit, of which he had,
for some time past, grown less and less confident
every day. What would become of the unfortunate,
if the constitution of the mind did not permit them
to bring one passion into the field against another?
passions that operate in the human breast, like
poisons of a different nature, extinguishing each
other's effect. Our hero's grief reigned in full
despotism, until it was deposed by revenge

; during
the predominancy of which, he considered every
thing which had happened as a circumstance con-
ducive to its gratification. " If I must be prisoner
for life," said he to himself, " if I must relinquish
all my gay expectations, let me at least have the
satisfaction of clanking my chains so as to interrupt
the repose of my adversary ; and let me search in
my own breast for that peace and contentment,
which I have not been able to find in all the scenes
of my success. In being detached from the world,
I shall be delivered from folly and ingratitude, as
well as exempted from an expense, which I should
have found it very difficult, if not impracticable, to
support

; I shall have little or no temptation to mis-
spend my time, and more undisturbed opportunity
to earn my subsistence, and prosecute my revenge.
After all, a jail is the best tub to which a cynic
philosopher can retire."

In consequence of these comfortable reflections,
he sent a letter to Mr. Crabtree, with an account
of his misfortune, signifying his resolution to move
himself immediately into the Fleet, and desiring
that he would send him some understanding at-
torney of his acquaintance, who would direct him
into the steps necessary to be taken for that pur-
pose. The misanthrope, upon the receipt of this
intimation, went in person to a lawyer, whom he
accompanied to the spunging-house whither the
prisoner had by this time retired. Peregrine was,
under the auspices of his director, conducted to the
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judges' chamber, -where he was left in the custody

of a tipstaff; and, after having paid for a warrant

of habeas corpus, by him conveyed to the Eleet, and

delivered to the care of the warden.

Here he was introduced to the lodge, in which

he was obliged to expose himself a full half hour

to the eyes of all the turnkeys and door-keepers,

who took an accurate survey of his person, that

they might know him again at first sight ; and

then he was turned loose into the place called the

master's side, having given a valuable consideration

for that privilege. This is a large range of build-

ing, containing some hundreds of lodging-rooms

for the convenience of the prisoners, who pay so

much per week for that accommodation. In short,

this community is like a city detached from all com-

munication with the neighbouring parts, regulated

by its own laws, and furnished with peculiar con-

veniences for the use of the inhabitants. There is

a coffee-house for the resort ofgentlemen, in which

all sorts of liquors are kept, and a public kitchen,

where any quantity of meat is sold at a very rea-

sonable rate, or any kind of provision boiled and

roasted gratis, for the poor prisoners. Nay, there

are certain servants of the public, who are obliged

to go to market, at the pleasure of individuals,

without fee or reward from those who employ them.

Nor are they cooped up, so as to be excluded from

the benefit of fresh air, there being an open area,

of a considerable extent, adjacent to the building,

on which they may exercise themselves in walking,

skittles, bowls, and a variety of other diversions, ac-

cording to the inclination of each.

Our adventurer being admitted a denizen of this

community, found himself bewildered in the midst

of strangers, who, by their appearance, did not at
|

all prepossess him in their favour ; and, after having

strolled about the place with his friend Cadwallader,

repaired to the coffee-house, in order to be further

informed of the peculiar customs which it was ne-

cessary for him to know.
There, while he endeavoured to pick up intelli-

gence from the bar-keeper, he was accosted by a

person in canonicals, who very civilly asked if he

was a new-comer. Being answered in the affirma-

tive, he gave him the salutation of welcome to the

society, and, with great hospitality, undertook to

initiate him in the constitutions of the brotherhood.

This humane clergyman gave him to understand,

that his first care ought to be that of securing a

lodging ;
telling him there was a certain number

of apartments in the prison let at the same price,

though some were more commodious than others ;

and that when the better sort became vacant, by

the removal of their possessors, those who suc-

ceeded in point of seniority, had the privilege of

occupying the empty tenements preferable to the

rest of the inhabitants, howsoever respectable they

might otherwise be. That, when the jail was very

much crowded, there was but one chamber allotted

for two lodgers ; but this was not considered as any

great hardship on the prisoners; because, in that

case, there was always a sufficient number of males,

who willingly admitted the females to a share in

their apartments and beds. Not but the time had

been, when this expedient would not answer the

occasion ; because, after a couple had been quar-

tered in every room, there was a considerable resi-

due still unprovided with lodging ; so that, for the

time being, the last comers were obliged to take up

their habitation in Mount Scoundrel, an apartment

most miserably furnished, in which they lay pro-

miscuously, amidst filth and vermin, until they

could be better accommodated in due course of ro-

tation. .

Peregrine, hearing the description of this place,

began to be very impatient about his night's lodging

;

and the parson, perceiving his anxiety, conducted

him, without loss of time, to the warden, who forth-

with put him in possession of a paltry chamber, for

which he agreed to pay half a crown a week. This

point being settled, his director gave him an ac-

count of the different methods of eating, either

singly, in a mess, or at an ordinary, and advised

him to choose the last, as the most reputable, offer-

ing to introduce him next day to the best company
in the Eleet, who always dined together in public.

Pickle having thanked this gentleman for his

civilities, and promised to be governed by his ad-

vice, invited him to pass the evening at his apart-

ment ; and, in the mean time, shut himself up with

Crabtree, in order to deliberate upon the wreck of

his affairs. Of all his ample fortune nothing now
remained but his wardrobe, which was not very

sumptuous, about thirty guineas in cash, and the

garrison, which the misanthrope counselled him to

convert into ready money for his present subsist-

ence. This advice, however, he absolutely rejected,

not only on account of his having already bestowed

it upon Hatchway during the term of his natural

life, but also with a view of retaining some memo-
rial of the commodore's generosity. He proposed,

therefore, to finish in this retreat the translation

which he had undertaken, and earn his future sub-

sistence by labour of the same kind. He desired

Cadwallader to take charge of his moveables, and

send to him such linen and clothes as he should

have occasion for in his confinement. But, among
all his difficulties, nothing embarrassed him so much
as his faithful Pipes, whom he could no longer en-

tertain in his service. He knew Tom had made

shift to pick up a competency in the course of his

ministration ; but that reflection, though it in some

measure alleviated, could not wholly prevent the

mortification he should suffer in parting with an

affectionate adherent, who was by this time become

as necessary to him as one of his own members,

and who was so accustomed to live under his com-

mand and protection, that he did not believe the

fellow could reconcile himself to any other way of

life.

Crabtree, in order to make him easy on that

score, offered to adopt him in the room of his own
valet, whom he would dismiss

;
though he observed,

that Pipes had been quite spoiled in our hero's

service. But Peregrine did not choose to lay his

' friend under that inconvenience, knowing that his

present lackey understood and complied with all

the peculiarities of his humour, which Pipes would

never be able to study or regard; he therefore

determined to send him back to his shipmate

Hatchway, with whom he had spent the fore part

of his life.

These points being adjusted, the two friends

adjourned to the coffee-house, with a view of in-

. quiring into the character of the clergyman to

: whose beneficence our adventurer was so much
indebted. They learned he was a person who had

incurred the displeasure of the bishop in whose

! diocese he was settled, and, being unequal in power

> to his antagonist, had been driven to the Fleet, in

t consequence of his obstinate opposition ;
though he
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still found means to enjoy a pretty considerable

income, by certain irregular practices in the way of

his function, which income was chiefly consumed
in acts of humanity to his fellow-creatures in

distress.

His eulogium was scarce finished, when he

entered the room, according to appointment with

Peregrine, who ordering wine and something for

supper to be carried to his apartment, the trium-

virate went thither ; and Cadwallader taking his

leave for the night, the two fellow-prisoners passed

the evening very sociably, our hero being enter-

tained by his new companion with a private history

of the place, some particulars of which were ex-

tremely curious. He told him, that the person

who attended them at supper, bowing with the most
abject servility, and worshipping them every time

he opened his mouth, with the epithets of your

lordship and your honour, had, a few years before,

been actually a captain in the guards ; who, after

having run his career in the great world, had
threaded every statiou in their community, from that

of a buck of the first order, who swaggers about the

Fleet in a laced coat, with a footman and whore, to

the degree of a tapster, in which he was now happily-

settled. " If you will take the trouble of going
into the cook's kitchen," said he, " you will perceive

a beau metamorphosed into a turnspit ; and there

are some hewers of wood and drawers of water in

this microcosm, who have had forests and fiish-

ponds of their own. Yet, notwithstanding such a
miserable reverse of fortune, they are neither objects

of regard or compassion, because their misfortunes

are the fruits of the most vicious extravagance,
and they are absolutely insensible of the misery
which is their lot. Those of our fellow-sufferers,

who have been reduced by undeserved losses, or

the precipitation of inexperienced youth, never fail

to meet with the most brotherly assistance, provided
they behave with decorum, and a due sense of their

unhappy circumstances. Nor are we destitute of
power to chastise the licentious, who refuse to

comply with the regulations of the place, and disturb

the peace of the community with riot and disorder.

Justice is here impartially administered by a court

of equity, consisting of a select number of the most
respectable inhabitants, who punish all offenders

with equal judgment and resolution, after they have
been fairly convicted of the crimes laid to their

charge."

The clergyman having thus explained the

economy of the place, as well as the cause of his

own confinement, began to discover signs of cu-
riosity touching our hero's situation ; and Pickle,

thinking he could do no less for the satisfaction of
a man who had treated him in such an hospitable

manner, favoured him with a detail of the circum-
stances which produced his imprisonment ; at the

same time gratifying his resentment against the

minister, which delighted in recapitulating the in-

juries he had received. The parson, who had been
prepossessed in favour of our youth at first sight,

understanding what a considerable part he had
acted on the stage of life, felt his veneration increase

;

and, pleased with the opportunity of introducing a
stranger of his consequence to the club, left him to

his repose, or rather to ruminate on an event which
he had not as yet seriously considered.

I might here, in imitation of some celebrated

writers, furnish out a page or two, with the reflec-

tions he made upon the instability of human affairs,

the treachery of the world, and the temerity of
youth ; and endeavour to decoy the reader into a
smile, by some quaint observation of my own,
touching the sagacious moralizer. But, besides that

I look upon this practice as an impertinent anti-

cipation of the peruser's thoughts, I have too much
matter of importance upon my hands, to give the

reader the least reason to believe that I am driven

to such paltry shifts, in order to eke out the volume.

Suffice it then to say, our adventurer passed a very
uneasy night, not only from the thorny suggestions

of his mind, but likewise from the anguish of his

body, which suffered from the hardness of his

couch, as well as from the natural inhabitants

thereof, that did not tamely suffer his intrusion.

In the morning he was waked by Pipes, who
brought upon his shoulder a portmanteau filled

with necessaries, according to the direction of Cad-
wallader ; and tossing it down upon the floor,

regaled himself with a quid, without the least

manifestation of concern. After some pause, " You
see, Pipes," said his master, " to what I have brought
myself." " Ey, ey," answered the valet, " once the

vessel is ashore, what signifies talking ? We must
bear a hand to tow her off, if we can. If she won't
budge for all the anchors and capstans aboard,

after we have lightened her, by cutting away her
masts, and heaving our guns and cargo overboard,

why then, mayhap a brisk gale of wind, a tide, or

current setting from shore, may float her again

in the blast of a whistle. Here is two hundred and
ten guineas by the tale in this here canvas bag ; and
upon this scrap of paper—no, avast—that's my
discharge from the parish for Moll Trundle—ey,
here it is—an order for thirty pounds upon the

what-d'ye-call-'em in the city ; and two tickets for

twenty- five and eighteen, which I lent, d'ye see, to

Sam Studding to buy a cargo of rum, when he
hoisted the sign of the Commodore at St. Cathe-
rine's." So saying, he spread his whole stock upon
the table, for the acceptance of Peregrine

;
who,

being very much affected with this fresh instance

of his attachment, expressed his satisfaction at

seeing he had been such a good economist, and
paid his wages up to that very day. He thanked
him for his faithful services, and, observing that he
himself was no longer in a condition to maintain a
domestic, advised him to retire to the garrison,

where he would be kindly received by his friend

Hatchway, to whom he would recommend him in

the strongest terms.

Pipes looked blank at this unexpected intimation
;

to which he replied, that he wanted neither pay nor
provision, but only to be employed as a tender

;

and that he would not steer his course for the

garrison, unless his master would first take his

lumber aboard. Pickle, however, peremptorily
refused to touch a farthing of the money, which he
commanded him to put up ; and Pipes was so
mortified at his refusal, that twisting the notes
together, he threw them into the fire without
hesitation, crying, " D—n the money !" The canvas
bag, with its contents would have shared the same
fate, had not Peregrine started up, and snatching
the paper from the flames, ordered his valet to
forbear, on pain of being banished for ever from
his sight. He told him, that, for the present, there
was a necessity for his being dismissed, and he
discharged him accordingly ; but if he would go
and live quietly with the lieutenant, he promised,
on the first favourable turn of his fortune, to takg
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him again into his service. In the mean time he

gave him to understand, that he neither wanted,

nor would make any use of his money, which he

insisted upon his pocketing immediately, on pain

of forfeiting all title to his favour.

Pipes was very much chagrined at these injunc-

tions, to which he made no reply ; but sweeping

the money into his bag, stalked off in silence, with

a look of grief and mortification, which his counte-

nance had never exhibited before. Nor was the

proud heart of Pickle unmoved upon the occasion ;

he could scarce suppress his sorrow in the presence

of Pipes, and, soon as he was gone, it vented itself

in tears.

Having no great pleasure in conversing with his

own thoughts, he dressed himselfwith all convenient

dispatch, being attended by one of the occasional

valets of the place, who had formerly been a rich

mercer in the city ; and this operation being per-

formed, he went to breakfast at the cofi'ee-house,

where he happened to meet with his friend the

clergyman, and several persons of genteel appear-

ance, to whom the doctor introduced him as a new
messmate. By these gentlemen he was conducted

to a place, where they spent the forenoon in play-

ing at fives, an exercise in which our hero took sin-

gular delight ; and about one o'clock a court was
held, for the trial of two delinquents, who had
transgressed the laws of honesty and good order.

The first who appeared at the bar was an attor-

ney, accused of having picked a gentleman's pocket

of his handkerchief. And the fact being proved

by incontestible evidence, he received sentence.

In consequence of which, he was immediately car-

ried to the public pump, and subjected to a severe

cascade of cold water. This cause being discussed,

they proceeded to the trial of the other offender,

who was a lieutenant of a man-of-war, indicted for

a riot, which he had committed in company with a

female, not yet taken, against the laws of the place,

and the peace of his fellow-prisoners. The culprit

had been very obstreperous, and absolutely refused

to obey the summons, with many expressions of

contempt and defiance against the authority of the

court ;
upon which the constables were ordered to

bring him to the bar, vi et armh; and he was
accordingly brought before the judge, after having

made a most desperate resistance with a hanger, by
which one of the officers was dangerously wounded.

This outrage was such an aggravation of his crime,

that the court would not venture to decide upon it,

but remitted him to the sentence of the warden
;

who, by virtue of his dictatorial power, ordered the

rioter to be loaded with irons, and confined in the

strong room, which is a dismal dungeon, situated

upon the side of the ditch, infested with toads and

vermin, surcharged with noisome damps, and im-

pervious to the least ray of light.

Justice being done upon these criminals, our

adventurer and his company adjourned to the ordi-

nary, which was kept at the coffee-house ; and he

found, upon inquiry, that his messmates consisted

of one officer, two underwriters, three projectors,

an alchemist, an attorney, a parson, a brace of

poets, a baronet, and a knight of the bath. The
dinner, though not sumptuous, nor very elegantly

served up, was nevertheless substantial, and pretty

well dressed. The wine was tolerable, and all the

guests as cheerful as if they had been utter strangers

to calamity ; so that our adventurer began to relish

tie company, and mix in the conversation, with

that sprightliness and ease which were peculiar to

his disposition. The repast being ended, the reck-

oning paid, and part of the gentlemen withdrawn
to cards, or other avocations, those who remained,

among whom Peregrine made one, agreed to spend

the afternoon in conversation over a bowl of punch

;

and the liquor being produced, they passed the

time very socially in various topics of discourse,

including many curious anecdotes relating to their

own affairs. No man scrupled to own the nature

of the debt for which he was confined, unless it

happened to be some piddling affair
;
but, on the

contrary, boasted of the importance of the sum, as

a circumstance that implied his having been a per-

son of consequence in life ; and he who made the

most remarkable escapes from bailiffs, was looked

upon as a man of superior genius and address.

Among other extraordinary adventures of this

kind, none was more romantic than the last elope-

ment achieved by the officer ; who told them he

had been arrested for a debt of two hundred pounds,

at a time when he could not command as many
pence, and conveyed to the bailiff 's house, in which

he continued a whole fortnight, moving his lodg-

ings higher and higher, from time to time, in pro-

portion to the decay of his credit ;
until, from the

parlour, he had made a regular ascent to the garret.

There, while he ruminated on his next step, which

would have been to the Marshalsea, and saw the *

night come on, attended with hunger and cold, the

wind began to blow, and the tiles of the house rat-

tled with the storm. His imagination was imme-
diately struck with the idea of escaping unperceived,

amidst the darkness and noise of the tempest, by
creeping out of the window of his apartment, and

making his way over the tops of the adjoining

houses. Glowing with this prospect, he examined

the passage, which, to his infinite mortification, he

found grated with iron bars on the outside ; but

even this difficulty did not divert him from his pur-

pose. Conscious of his own strength, he believed

himself able to make a hole through the roof,

which seemed to be slender and crazy ; and on this

supposition, he barricadoed the door with the whole

furniture of the room ; then setting himselfto work
with a poker, he in a few minutes effected a passage

for his hand, with which he gradually stripped off

the boards and tiling, so as to open a sallyport for

his whole body, through which he fairly set himself

free, groping his way towards the next tenement.

Here, however, he met with an unlucky accident.

His hat being blown off his head, chanced to fall

into the court just as one of the bailiff's followers

was knocking at the door ; and this myrmidon re-

cognizing it, immediately gave the alarm to his

chief, who, running up stairs to the garret, forced

open the door in a twinkling, notwithstanding the

precautions which the prisoner had taken, and,

with his attendant, pursued the fugitive through

his own track. After this chase had continued

some time," said the officer, " to the imminent dan-
j

ger of all three, I found my progress suddenly
j

stopped by a skylight, through which I perceived

seven tailors sitting at work upon a board. With-

out the least hesitation, or previous notice, I plunged

among them with my backside foremost. Before 1

they could recollect themselves from the conster-

nation occasioned by such a strange visit, I told

them my situation, and gave them to understand

that there was no time to be lost. One of the

number taking the hint, led me instantly down
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stairs, and dismissed me at the street door ; while
the bailiff and his follower, arriving at the breach,
were deterred from entering by the brethren ofmy

ferer, who, presenting their shears, like a range
of chevaux de frizc, commanded them to retire, on
pain of immediate death. And the catchpole, rather
than risk his carcase, consented to discharge the debt,
comforting himself with the hope of making me
prisoner again. There, however, he was disap-
pointed. I kept snug, and laughed at his escape
warrant, until I was ordered abroad with the regi-
ment, when I conveyed myself in a hearse to

Gravesend, where I embarked for Flanders
;
but,

being obliged to come over again on the recruiting
service, I was nabbed on another score. And all

the satisfaction my first captor has been able to
obtain, is a writ of detainer, which, I believe, will
fix me in this place, until the parliament, in its

great goodness, shall think proper to discharge my
debts by a new act of insolvency."
Every body owned, that the captain's success

was equal to the hardiness of his enterprise, which
was altogether in the style of a soldier ; but one of
the merchants observed, tha 1 he must have been a
bailiff of small experience, who would trust a pri-
soner of that consequence in such an unguarded
place. " If the captain," said he, " had fallen into
the hands of such a cunning rascal as the fellow
that arrested me, he would not have found it such
an easy matter to escape ; for the manner in which
I was caught is perhaps the most extraordinary that
ever was practised in these realms. You must know,
gentlemen, I suffered such losses by insuring ves-
sels during the war, that I was obliged to stop
payment, though my expectations were such as en-
couraged me to manage one branch of business,
without coming to an immediate composition with
my creditors. In short, I received consignments
from abroad as usual

; and, that I might not be
subject to the visits cf those catchpoles, I never
stirred abroad, but, turning my first floor into a
warehouse, ordered all my goods to be hoisted up
by a crane fixed to the upper story of my house.
Divers were the stratagems practised by those in-
genious ferrets, with a view of decoying me from
the walls of my fortification. I received innume-
rable messages from people, who wanted to see me
at certain taverns, upon particular business. I was
summoned into the country, to see my own mother,
who was said to be at the point of death. A gentle-
woman, one night, was taken in labour on my
threshold. At another time I was disturbed with
the cry of murder in the street ; and once I was
alarmed by a false fire. But, being still upon my
guard, I baffled all their attempts, and thought my-
self quite secure from their invention, when one of
those blood-hounds, inspired, I believe, by the devil
himself, contrived a snare by which I was at last
entrapped. He made it his business to inquire into
tbe particulars of my traffic ; and understanding
that, among other things, there were several chests
of Elorence entered at the custom house on my
behalf, he ordered himself to be enclosed in a box
of the same dimensions, with air holes in the bottom,
for the benefit of breathing, and No. III. marked
upon the cover ; and being conveyed to my door
in a cart, among other goods, was, in his turn,
hoisted up to my warehouse, where I stood with a
hammer, in order to open the chests, that I might
compare the contents with the invoice. You may
guess my surprise and consternation, when, upon

uncovering the box, I saw a bailiff rearing up his
head, like Lazarus from the grave, and heard him
declare that he had a writ against me for a thou-
sand pounds. Indeed, I aimed the hammer at his
head, but, in the hurry of my confusion, missed my
mark

; before I could repeat the blow, he started
up with great agility, and executed his office in
sight of several evidences whom he had assembled
in the street for that purpose ; so that I could not
possibly disentangle myself from the toil without
incurring an escape-warrant, from which I had no
protection. But, had I known the contents of the
chest, by all that's good ! I would have ordered my
porter to raise it up as high as the crane would
permit, and then have cut the rope by accident."

_

" That expedient," said the knight with the red
ribbon, "would have discouraged him from such
hazardous attempts for the future, and would have
been an example in terrorem of all his brethren.
The story puts me in mind of a deliverance
achieved by Tom Hackabout, a very stout honest
fellow, an old acquaintance of mine, who had been
so famous for maiming bailiffs, that another gen-
tleman having been ill used at a spunging-house,
no sooner obtained his liberty, than, with a view of
being revenged upon the landlord, he, for five
shillings, bought one of Tom's notes, which sold at
a very large discount, and, taking out a writ upon
it, put it into the hands of the bailiff, who had used
him ill. The catchpole, after a diligent search, had
an opportunity of executing the writ upon the
defendant, who, without ceremony, broke one of
his arms, fractured his skull, and belaboured him
in such a manner, that he lay without sense or
motion on the spot. By such exploits, this hero
became so formidable, that no single bailiff would
undertake to arrest him ; so that he appeared in all

public places untouched. At length, however,
several officers of the Marshalsea court entered into
a confederacy against him ; and two of the num-
ber, attended by three desperate followers, ventured
to arrest him one day in the Strand, near Hunger-
ford market. He found it impossible to make
resistance, because the whole gang sprung upon
him at once, like so many tigers, and pinioned his
arms so fast, that he could not wag a finger. Per-
ceiving himself fairly overpowered, he desired to
be conducted forthwith to jail, and was stowed in
a boat accordingly

; by the time they had reached
the middle of the river, he found means to overset
the wherry by accident, and every man disregard-
ing the prisoner, consulted his own safety. As for
Hackabout, to whom that element was quite fami-
liar, he mounted astride upon the keel of the boat,
which was uppermost, and exhorted the bailiffs to
swim for their lives

; protesting before God, that
they had no other chance to be saved.

" The watermen were immediately taken up by
some of their own friends, who, far from yielding
any assistance to the catchpoles, kept aloof, and
exulted in their calamity. In short, two of the five
went to the bottom, and never saw the light of
God's sun, and the other three, with great difficulty,

saved themselves by laying hold on the rudder of
a dung barge, to which they were carried by the
stream, while Tom, with great deliberation, swam
across to the Surry shore. After this achievement,
he was so much dreaded by the whole fraternity,
that they shivered at the very mention of his
name; and this character, which some people
would think an advantage to a man in debt, was,
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the greatest misfortune that could possibly happen

to him ; because no tradesman would give him
credit for the least trifle, on the supposition that he

could not indemnify himself in the common course

of law.

The parson did not approve of Mr. Hackabout's

method of escaping, -which he considered as a very

unchristian attempt upon the lives of his fellow-

subjects :
—" It is enough," said he, " that we elude

the laws of our country, without murdering the

officers of justice. For my own part, I can lay

my hand upon my heart, and safely say, that I

forgive from my soul the fellow by whom I was

made a prisoner, although the circumstances of his

behaviour were treacherous, wicked, and profane.

You must know, Mr. Pickle, I was one day called

into my chapel, in order to join a couple in the

holy bands of matrimony ; and my affairs being

at that time so situated, as to lay me under appre-

hensions of an arrest, I cautiously surveyed the

man through a lattice which was made for that

purpose, before I would venture to come within

his reach. He was clothed in a seaman's jacket

and trowsers, and had such an air of simplicity in

his countenance, as divested me of all suspicion. I

therefore, without further scruple, trusted myself in

his presence, began to exercise the duty of my
function, and had actually performed one half of

the ceremony, when the supposed woman, pull-

ing out a paper from her bosom, exclaimed, with a

masculine voice, ' Sir, you are my prisoner ; I have

got a writ against you for five hundred pounds.'

I was thunderstruck at this declaration, not so

much on account of my own misfortune, which,

thank heaven, I can bear with patience and resig-

nation, as at the impiety of the wretch, first, in

disguising such a worldly aim under the cloak of

religion ;
and, secondly, in prostituting the service,

when there was no occasion for so doing, his design

having previously taken effect. Yet I forgive him,

poor soul! because he knew not what he did; and
I hope you, Sir Sipple, will exert the same Chris-

tian virtue towards the man by whom you was
likewise overreached."

" Oh ! d—n the rascal," cried the knight ;
" were

I his judge, he should be condemned to flames

everlasting. A villain ! to disgrace me in such a

manner, before almost all the fashionable company
in town." Our hero expressing a curiosity to know
the particulars of this adventure, the knight grati-

fied his desire, by telling him, that one evening, while

he was engaged in a party of cards, at a drum in the

house of a certain lady of quality, he was given to

understand by one of the servants, that a stranger,

very richly dressed, was just arrived in a chair,

preceded by five footmen with flambeaux, and that

he refused to come up stairs, until he should be

introduced by Sir Sipple. " Upon this notice,"

continued the knight. " I judged it was some of my
quality friends ; and having obtained her ladyship's

permission to bring him up, went down to the hall,

and perceived a person, whom, to the best of my
recollection, I had never seen before. However,
his appearance was so magnificent, that I could not

harbour the least suspicion of his true quality ; and,

seeing me advance, he saluted me with a very

genteel bow, observing, that though he had not the

honour of my acquaintance, he could not dispense

with waiting upon me, even on that occasion, in

consequence of a letter which he had received from
a particular friend. So saying, he put a paper into

my hand, intimating, that he had got a writ against

me for ten thousand pounds, and that it would be

my interest to submit without resistance, for he
was provided with a guard of twenty men, who
surrounded the door in different disguises, deter-

mined to secure me against all opposition. Enraged
at the scoundrel's finesse, and trusting to the assist-

ance of the real footmen assembled in the hall.

" So, you are a rascally bailiff," said I, " who have

assumed the garb of a gentleman, in order to dis-

turb her ladyship's company. Take this fellow,

my lads, and roll him in the kennel. Here are ten

guineas for your trouble." These words were no
sooner pronounced, than I was seized, lifted up,

placed in a chair, and carried off in the twinkling

of an eye ; not but that the servants of the house,

and some other footmen, made a motion towards

my rescue, and alarmed all the company above.

But the bailiff affirming with undaunted effrontery,

that I was taken up upon an affair of state, and so

many people appearing in his behalf, the countess

would not suffer the supposed messenger to be in-

sulted ; and he carried me to the county jail with-

out further let or molestation.

CHAPTER XCVIH.
Pickle seems tolerably well reconciled to his Cage; and is by

the Clergyman entertained with the Memoirs of a noted

Personage, whom he sees hy accident in the Fleet.

The knight had scarce finished his narrative, when
our hero was told, that a gentleman in the coffee

room wanted to see him ; and when he went thither,

he found his friend Crabtree, who had transacted

all his affairs, according to the determination of the

preceding day ; and now gave him an account of

the remarks he had overheard, on the subject of

his misfortune ;—for the manner of the arrest was

so public and extraordinary, that those who were

present immediately propagated it among their ac-

quaintance, and it was that same evening discoursed

upon at several tea and card tables, with this varia-

tion from the truth, that the debt amounted to

twelve thousand, instead of twelve hundred pounds.

From which circumstance it was conjectured, that

Peregrine was a bite from the beginning, who had

found credit on account of his effrontery and ap-

pearance, and imposed himself upon the town as a

young gentleman of fortune. They rejoiced, there-

fore, at his calamity, which they considered as a

just punishment for his fraud and presumption, and

began to review certain particulars of his conduct,

that plainly demonstrated him to be a rank adven-

turer, long before he had arrived at this end of his

career.

Pickle, who now believed his glory was set for

ever, received this intelligence with that disdain

which enables a man to detach himself effectually

from the world, and, with great tranquillity, gave

the misanthrope an entertaining detail of what he

had seen and heard since their last parting. While

they amused themselves in this manner over a dish

of coffee, they were joined by the parson, who con-

gratulated our hero upon his bearing mischance

with such philosophic quiet, and began to regale

the two friends with some curious circumstances

relating to the private history of the several pri-

. soners, as they happened to come in.

At length a gentleman entered ; at sight of whom
the clergyman rose up, and 6aluted him with a most

reverential bow, which was graciously returned by
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the stranger, who, with a young man that attended
him, retired to the other end of the room. They
were no sooner out of hearing, than the communi-
cative priest desired his company to take particular

notice of this person to whom he had paid his re-

spects. " That man," said he " is this day one of
the most flagrant instances of neglected virtue

which the world can produce. Over and above a
cool discerning head, fraught with uncommon learn-

ing and experience, he is possessed of such fortitude

and resolution, as no difficulties can discourage, and
no danger impair ; and so indefatigable in his hu-
manity, that even now, while he is surrounded with
such embarrassments as would distract the brain of
an ordinary mortal, he has added considerably to
his encumbrances, by taking under his protection
that young gentleman, who, induced by his cha-
racter, appealed to his benevolence for redress of
the grievances under which he labours from the
villany of his guardian."

Peregrine's curiosity being excited by this enco-
mium, he asked the name of this generous patron, of
which when he was informed, " I am no stranger,"
said he, " to the fame of that gentleman, who has
made a considerable noise in the world, on account
of that great cause he undertook in defence of an
unhappy orphan

;
and, since he is a person of such

an amiable disposition, I am heartily sorry to find
that his endeavours have not met with that success-
ful issue which their good fortune in the beginning
seemed to promise. Indeed the circumstance of
his espousing that cause was so uncommon and ro-
mantic, and the depravity of the human heart so
universal, that some people, unacquainted with his
real character, imagined his views were altogether
selfish

; and some were not wanting, who affirmed
he was a mere adventurer. Nevertheless, I must
do him the justice to own, I have heard some of the
most virulent of those who were concerned on the
other side of the question, bear testimony in his
favour, observing, that he was deceived into the
expense of the whole, by the plausible story which
at first engaged his compassion. Your description
of his character confirms me in the same opinion,
though I am quite ignorant of the affair ; the par-
ticulars of which I should be glad to learn, as well
as a genuine account of his own life, many circum-
stances of which are by his enemies, I believe,
egregiously misrepresented."

" Sir," answered the priest, " that is a piece of
satisfaction which I am glad to find myself capable
of giving you. I have had the pleasure of being
acquainted with Mr. M from his youth, and
every thing which I shall relate concerning him,
you may depend upon as a fact which hath fallen

under my own cognizance, or been vouched upon
the credit of undoubted evidence.

Mr. M 's father was a minister of the esta-
blished c hurch of Scotland, descended from a very
ancient clan, and his mother nearly related to a
noble family in the northern part of that kingdom.
While the son was boarded at a public school,
where he made good progress in the Latin tongue,
his father died, and he was left an orphan to the
care of an uncle, who, finding him determined
against any servile employment, kept him at school,
that he might prepare himself for the university,
with a view of being qualified for his father's pro-
fession.

Here his imagination was so heated by the war-
like achievements he found recorded in the Latin

authors, such as Ca:sar, Curtius, and Buchanan, that
he was seized with an irresistible thirst of military

glory, and desire of trying his fortune in the army.
His majesty's troops taking the field, in consequence
of the rebellion which happened in the year seven-
teen hundred and fifteen, this young adventurer,
thinking no life equal to that of a soldier, found
means to furnish himself with a fusil and bayonet,
and, leaving the school, repaired to the camp near
Stirling, with a view of signalizing himself in the
field, though he was at that time but just turned of
thirteen. He offered his service to several officers,

in hope of being enlisted in their companies ; but
they would not receive him, because they rightly

concluded, that he was some school-boy broke loose,

without the knowledge or consent of his relations.

Notwithstanding this discouragement, he continued
in camp, curiously prying into every part of the

service ; and such was the resolution conspicuous
in him, even at such a tender age, that, after his

small finances were exhausted, he persisted in his

design
;
and, because he would not make his wants

known, actually subsisted for several days on hips,

haws, and sloes, and other spontaneous fruits,

which he gathered in the woods and fields. Mean-
while, he never failed to be present, when any re-

giment or corps of men were drawn out to be
exercised and reviewed, and accompanied them in
all their evolutions, which he had learned to great
perfection, by observing the companies which were
quartered in the place where he was at school.

This eagerness and perseverance attracted the
notice of many officers, who, after having com-
mended his spirit and zeal, pressed him to return to

his parents, and even threatened to expel him from
the camp, if he would not comply with their advice.

These remonstrances having no other effect than
that of warning him to avoid his monitors, they
thought proper to alter their behaviour towards hirn,

took him into their protection, and even into their

mess , and what, above all other marks of favour,
pleased the young soldier most, permitted him to
incorporate in the battalion, and take his turn of
duty with the other men. In this happy situation

he was discovered by a relation of his mother, who
was a captain in the army, and who used all his
authority and influence in persuading M to
return to school ; but finding him deaf to his ad-
monitions and threats, he took him under his own
care, and, when the army marched to Dumblane,
left him at Stirling, with express injunctions to
keep himself within the walls.

He temporized with his kinsman, fearing that,

should he seem refractory, the captain would have
ordered him to be shut up in the castle. Inflamed
with the desire of seeing a battle, his relation no
sooner marched off the ground, than he mixed in
with another regiment, to which his former patrons
belonged, and proceeded to the field, where he dis-
tinguished himself, even at that early time of life,

by his gallantry, in helping to retrieve a pair of
colours belonging to M n's regiment; so that,
after the affair, he was presented to the Duke of
Argyll, and recommended strongly to Brigadier
Grant, who invited him into his regiment, and pro-
mised to provide for him with the first opportunity.
But that gentleman in a little time lost his command
upon the duke's disgrace, and the regiment was
ordered for Ireland, being given to Colonel Nassau,
whose favour the young volunteer acquired to such
a degree, that he was recommended to the king lor
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an ensigncy, which in all probability he would

have obtained, had not the regiment been unluckily

reduced.

In consequence ofthis reduction, which happened

in the most severe season of the year, he was obliged

to return to his own country, through infinite hard-

ships, to which he was exposed from the narrow-

ness of his circumstances. And continuing still

enamoured of a military life, he entered into the

regiment of Scotch Greys, at that time commanded

by the late Sir James Campbell, who being ac-

quainted with his family and character, encouraged

him with a promise of speedy preferment. In this

corps he remained three years, during which he

had uo opportunity of seeing actual service, except

at the affair of Glensheel ; and this life of insipid

quiet musthave hung heavy upon a youth ofM 's

active disposition, had not he found exercise for

the mind, in reading books of amusement, history,

voyages, and geography, together with those that

treated of the art of war, ancient and modern, for

which he contracted such an eager appetite, that

he used to spend sixteen hours a day in this em-

ployment. About that time he became acquainted

with a gentleman of learning and taste, who ob-

serving his indefatigable application, and insatiable

thirst after knowledge, took upon himself the

charge of superintending his studies ; and, by the

direction of such an able guide, the young soldier

converted his attention to a more solid and profit-

able course of reading. So inordinate was his

desire of making speedy advances in the paths of

learning, that, within the compass of three months,

he diligently perused the writings of Locke and

Malebranche, and made himself master of the first

six, and of the eleventh and twelfth books of Eu-

clid's Elements. He considered Puffendorf and

Grotius with uncommon care, acquired a tolerable

degree of knowledge in the French language, and

his imagination was so captivated with the desire

of learning, that, seeing no prospect of a war, or

views of being provided for in the service, he

quitted the army, and went through a regular course

of university edacation. Having made such pro-

gress in his studies, he resolved to qualify himself

for the church, and acquired such a stock of school

divinity, under the instructions of a learned pro-

fessor "at Edinburgh, that he more than once

mounted the rostrum in the public hall, and held

forth with uncommon applause. But being discou-

raged from a prosecution of his plan, by the unrea-

sonable austerity of some of the Scotch clergy, by

whom the most indifferent and innocent words and

actions were often misconstrued into levity and

misconduct, he resolved to embrace the first favour-

able opportunity of going abroad, being inflamed

with the desire of seeing foreign countries ; and

actually set out for Holland, where, for the space

of two years, he studied the Roman law, with the

law of Nature and Nations, under the famous pro-

fessors Tolieu and Barbeyrac.

Having thus finished his school education, he set

out for Paris, with a view to make himself perfect

in the French language, and learn such useful ex-

ercises, as might be acquired with the wretched

remnant of his slender estate, which was by that

time reduced very low. In his journey through

the Netherlands, he went to Namur, and paid his

respects to Bishop Strickland and General Collier,

by whom he was received with great civility, in

consequence of letters of recommendation, with

which he was provided from the Hague ; and the

old general assured him of his protection and in-

terest for a pair of colours, if he was disposed to

enter into the Dutch service.

Though he was by that time pretty well cured

of his military Quixotism, he would not totally de-

cline the generous proffer, for which he thanked him
in the most grateful terms, telling the general that

he would pay his duty to him on his return from

France, and then, if he could determine upon re •

engaging in the army, should think himself highly

honoured in being under his command.
After a stay of two months in Flanders, he pro-

ceeded to Paris, and, far from taking up his habita-

tion in the suburbs of St. Germain, according to the

custom of English travellers, he hired a private

lodging on the other side of the river, and associ-

ated chiefly with French officers, who, their youth-

ful sallies being over, are allowed to be the

politest gentlemen of that kingdom. In this scheme

he found his account so much, that he could not but

wonder at the folly of his countrymen, who lose

the main scope of their going abroad, by spending

their time and fortune idly with one another.

During his residence in Holland, he had made
himself acquainted with the best authors in the

French language, so that he was able to share in

their conversation ; a circumstance from which he

found great benefit ; for it not only improved him

in his knowledge of that tongue, but also tended to

the enlargement of his acquaintance, in the course

of which he contracted intimacies in some families

of good fashion, especially those of the long robe,

which would have enabled him to pass his time

very agreeably, had he been a little easier in point

of fortune. But his finances, notwithstanding the

most rigid economy, being in a few months reduced

to a very low ebb, the prospect of indigence threw

a damp' upon all his pleasures, though he never

suffered himself to be thereby in any degree di-

spirited ;
being in that respect of so happy a dispo-

sition, that conscious poverty or abundance made

very slight impressions upon his mind.

This consumption of his cash, however, involved

him in some perplexity ; and he deliberated with

himself, whether he should return to General Col-

lier, or repair to London, where he might possibly

fall into some business not unbecoming a gentle-

man ;
though he was very much mortified to find

himself incapable of gratifying an inordinate desire

which possessed him of making the grand tour, or,

at least, of visiting the southern parts of France.

While he thus hesitated between different sug-

gestions, he was one morning visited by a gentle-

man who had sought and cultivated his friendship,

and for whom he had done a good office, in sup-

porting him with spirit against a brutal German,

with whom he had an affair of honour. This

gentleman came to propose a party for a fortnight,

to Fontainbleau, where the court then was ;
and

the proposal being declined by M with more

than usual stiffness, his friend was very urgent to

know the reason of his refusal, and at length, with

some confusion, said, " Perhaps your finances are

low." M replied, that he had wherewithal to

defray the expense of his journey to London, where

he could be furnished with a fresh supply ; and this

answer was no sooner made, than the other taking

him by the hand, " My dear friend," said he, " I am

not unacquainted with your affairs, and would have

offered you my credit long ago, if I had thought it
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would be acceptable ; even now, I do not pretend

to give you money, but desire and insist upon it, that

you will accept of the loan of these two pieces of

paper, to be repaid when you marry a woman with

a fortune of twenty thousand pounds, or obtain an

employment of a thousand a-year." So saying, he
presented him with two actions of above two
thousand livres each.

M was astonished at this unexpected in-

stance of generosity in a stranger, and with suitable

acknowledgment, peremptorily refused to incur

such an obligation ; but at length he was, by dint

of importunity and warm expostulation, prevailed

upon to accept one of the actions, on condition that

the gentleman would take his note for the sum

;

and this he absolutely rejected, until M pro-

mised to draw upon him for double the value or

more, in case he should at any time want a farther

supply. This uncommon act of friendship and
generosity, M afterwards had an opportunity
to repay tenfold, though he could not help regret-

ting the occasion, on his friend's account. That
worthy man having, by placing too much confi-

dence in a villanous lawyer, and a chain of other

misfortunes, involved himself and his amiable lady

in a labyrinth of difficulties, which threatened the

total ruin of his family. M felt the inexpres-

sible satisfaction of delivering his benefactor from
the snare.

Being thus reinforced by the generosity of his

friend, M resolved to execute his former plan

of seeing the south of France, together with the

sea-ports of Spain, as far as Cadiz, from whence he
proposed to take a passage for London by sea

;
and,

with this view, sent forward his trunks by the dili-

gence to Lyons, determined to ride post, in order
to enjoy a better view of the country, and for the
conveniency of stopping at those places where
there was any thing remarkable to be seen or in-

quired into. While he was employed in taking
leave of his Parisian friends, who furnished him
with abundant recommendation, a gentleman of his

own country, who spoke little or no French, hear-
ing of his intention, begged the favour of accom-
panying him in his expedition.

With this new companion, therefore, he set out
for Lyons, where he was perfectly well received by
the intendant and some of the best families of the

place, in consequence of his letters of recommenda-
tion ; and, after a short stay in that city, proceeded
down the Rhone to Avignon, in what is called the

coche d'eau ; then visiting the principal towns of
Dauphine, Languedoe, and Provence, he returned
to the delightful city of Marseilles, where he and
his fellow-traveller were so much captivated by
the serenity of the air, the good-nature and hospi-

tality of the sprightly inhabitants, that they never
dreamed of changing their quarters during the
whole winter and part of the spring. Here he ac-

quired the acquaintance of the Marquis d'Argens,
attorney-general in the parliament of Aix, and of
his eldest son, who now makes so great a figure in

the literary world ; and when the affair of Father
Girard and Mademoiselle Cadiere began to make a
noise, he accompanied these two gentlemen to

Toulon, where the marquis was ordered to take a
precognition of the facts.

On his return to Marseilles, he found a certain

noble lord of great fortune under the direction of a
Swiss governor, who had accommodated him with
two of his own relations, of the same country, by

way of companions, together with five servants in

his train. They being absolute strangers in the

place, M introduced them to the intendant,

and several other good families ; and had the good

fortune to be so agreeable to his lordship, that he

proposed and even pressed him to live with him in

England as a friend and companion, and to take

upon him the superintendence of his affairs, in

which case he would settle upon him four hundred

a-year for life.

This proposal was too advantageous to be slighted

by a person of no fortune, or fixed establishment.

He therefore made no difficulty of closing with it

;

but as his lordship's departure was fixed to a short

day, and he urged him to accompany him to Paris,

and from thence to England, M thought it

would be improper and indecent to interfere with

the office of his governor, who might take umbrage
at his favour, and thei'efore excused himself from a

compliance with his lordship's request, until his

minority should be expired, as he was within a few

months of being of age. However, he repeated his

importunities so earnestly, and the governor joined

in the request with such appearance of cordiality,

that he was prevailed upon to comply with their

joint desire; and in a few days set out with them
for Paris, by the way of Lyons. But, before they

had been three days in the city, M perceived

a total change in the behaviour of the Swiss and
his two relations, who, in all probability, became
jealous of his influence with his lordship ; and he
no sooner made this discovery, than he resolved to

withdraw himself from such a disagreeable partici-

pation of that young nobleman's favour. He there-

fore, in spite of all his lordship's entreaties and
remonstrances, quitted him for the present, alleging,

as a pretext, that he had a longing desire to see

Switzerland and the banks of the Rhine, and pro-

mising to meet him again in England.
This his intention being made known to the

governor and his friends, their countenances im-
mediately cleared up, their courtesy and com-
plaisance returned, and they even furnished him
with letters for Geneva, Lausanne, Bern, and
Soleure ; in consequence of which he met with

unusual civilities at these places. Having made
this tour with his Scotch friend, who came up to

him before he left Lyons, and visited the most con-

siderable towns on both sides of the Rhine, and the

courts of the Electors Palatine, Mentz, and Cologne,

he arrived in Holland ; and from thence, through
the Netherlands, repaired to London, where he
found my lord just returned from Paris.

His lordship received him with expressions of
uncommon joy, would not suffer him to stir from
him for several days, and introduced him to his

relations.

M accompanied his lordship from London
to his country seat, where he was indeed treated

with great friendship and confidence, and consulted

in every thing; but the noble peer never once
made mention of the annuity which he had pro-

mised to settle upon him, nor did M remind
him of it, because he conceived it was his affair to

fulfil his engagements of his own accord. M
being tired of the manner of living at this place,

made an excursion to Bath, where he staid about a
fortnight, to partake of the diversions, and, upon
his return, found his lordship making dispositions

for another journey to Paris.

Surprised at this sudden resolution, he endea-
D D
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voured to dissuade him from it ; but his remon-
stranceswere rendered ineffectualby the insinuations

of a foreigner who had come over with him, and

filled his imagination with extravagant notions of

pleasure, infinitely superior to any which he could

enjoy while he was in the trammels and under the

restraints of a governor. He therefore turned a

deaf ear to all M 's arguments, and entreated

him to accompany him in the journey ; but this

gentleman, foreseeing that a young man, like my
lord, of strong passions, and easy to be misled,

would, in all probability, squander away great sums

of money, in a way that would neither do credit to

himself, "or to those who were concerned with him,

resisted all his solicitations, on pretence of having

business of consequence at London ; and after-

wards had reason to be extremely well pleased with

his own conduct in this particular.

Before he set out on this expedition, M , in

justice to himself, reminded him of the proposal

which he had made to him at ilarseilles, desiring

to know if he had altered his design in that par-

ticular ; in which case he would turn his thoughts

some other way, as he would not in the least be

thought to intrude or pin himself upon any man.
My lord protested in the most solemn manner, that

he still continued in his former resolution, and
again beseeching him to bear him company into

France, promised that every thing should be settled

to his satisfaction upon their return to England.

M
,
however, still persisted in his refusal, for

the above-mentioned reasons, and though he never

heard more of the annuity, he nevertheless con-

tinued to serve his lordship with his advice and
good offices ever after; particularly in directing

his choice to an alliance with a lady of eminent
virtue, the daughter of a noble lord, more con-

spicuous for his shining parts than the splendour

of his titles (a circumstance upon which he always

reflected with particular satisfaction, as well on ac-

count of the extraordinary merit of the lady, as

because it vested in her children a considerable

part of that great estate, which of right belonged

to her grandmother), and afterwards put him in a

wav to retrieve his estate from a heavy load of

debt he had contracted. When my lord set out on
his Paris expedition, the money M had re-

ceived from his generous friend at Paris was almost

reduced to the last guinea. He had not yet reaped

the least benefit from his engagements with his

lordship ; and, disdaining to ask for a supply from
him, he knew not how to subsist, with any degree

of credit, till his return.

This uncomfortable prospect was the more dis-

agreeable to him, as, at that time of life, he was
much inclined to appear in the gay world, had con-

tracted a taste for plays, operas, and other public

diversions, and acquired an acquaintance with

many people of good fashion, which could not be

maintained without a considerable expense. In

this emergency, he thought he could not employ
his idle time more profitably than in translating, from
foreign languages, such books as were then chiefly

in vogue ; and upon application to a friend, who
was a man of letters, he was furnished with as

much business of that kind as he could possibly

manage, and wrote some pamphlets on the reign-

ing controversies of that time, that had the good
fortune to please. He was also concerned in a
monthly journal of literature, and the work was
carried on by the two friends jointly, though M

did not at all appear in the partnership. By these

means he not only spent his mornings in useful

exercise, but supplied himself with money for what
the French call the menus plaisirs, during the

whole summer. He frequented all the assemblies

in and about London, and considerably enlarged

his acquaintance among the fair sex.

He had, upon his first arrival in England, be-

come acquainted with a lady at an assembly not

far from London ; and though, at that time, he had
no thoughts of extending his views farther than

the usual gallantry of the place, he met with such

distinguishing marks of her regard in the sequel,

and was so particularly encouraged by the advice

of another lady, with whom he had been intimate

in France, and who was now of their parties, that

he could not help entertaining hopes of making an

impression upon the heart of his agreeable partner,

who was a young lady of an ample fortune and
great expectations. He therefore cultivated her

good graces with all the assiduity and address of

which he was master, and succeeded so well in his

endeavours, that, after a due course of attendance,

and the death of an aunt, by which she received an

accession of fortune to the amount of three and
twenty thousand pounds, he ventured to declare his

passion, and she not only heard him with patience

and approbation, but also replied in terms adequate

to his warmest wish.

Finding himself so favourably received, he

pressed her to secure his happiness by marriage

;

but to this proposal she objected the recency of her

kinswomanr
s death, which would have rendered

such a step highly indecent, and the displeasure of

her other relations, from whom she had still greater

expectations, and who, at that time, importuned her

to marrv a cousin of her own, whom she could net

like. However, that M might have no cause

to repine at her delay, she freely entered with him
into an intimacy of correspondence ;

during which

nothing could have added to their mutual felicity,

which was the more poignant and refined, from the

mysterious and romantic manner of their enjoying

it ; for though he publicly visited her as an ac-

quaintance, his behaviour on these occasions was
always so distant, respectful, and reserved, that the

rest of the company could not possibly suspect the

nature of their reciprocal attachment; in conse-

quence of which they used to have private inter-

views, unknown to every soul upon earth, except her

maid, who was necessarily entrusted with the secret.

In this manner they enjoyed the conversation of

each other for above twelve months, without the

least interruption ; and though the stability of Mr.

M 's fortune depended entirely upon their mar-

riage, yet as he perceived his mistress so averse to

it, he never urged it with vehemence, nor was at

all anxious on that score, being easily induced to

defer a ceremony, which, as he then thought, could

in no shape have added to their satisfaction, though

he hath since altered his sentiments.

Be that as it will, his indulgent mistress, in order

to set his mind at ease in that particular, and in

full confidence of his honour, insisted on his accept-

ing a deed of gift of her whole fortune, in con-

sideration of her intended marriage ; and, after

some difficulty, he was prevailed upon to receive

this proof of her esteem, well knowing that it would

still be in his power to return the obligation.

Though she often entreated him to take upon him-

self the entire administration of her finances, and
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upon clivers occasions pressed him to accept of
large sums, he never once abused her generous
disposition, or solicited her for money, except for
some humane purpose, which she was always more
ready to fulfil than he to propose.

In the course of this correspondence, he became
acquainted with some of her female relations, and,
among the rest, with a young lady, so eminently
adorned with all the qualifications of mind and
person, that, notwithstanding all his philosophy and
caution, he could not behold and converse with
her. without being deeply smitten with her charms.
He did all in his power to discourage this dangerous
invasion in the beginning, and to conceal the least
symptom of it from her relation ; he summoned all
his reflection to his aid, and, thinking it would be
base and dishonest to cherish any sentiment repug-
nant to the affection which he owed to a mistress
who had placed such unlimited confidence in him,
he attempted to stifle the infant flame, by avoiding
the amiable inspirer of it. But the passion had
taken too deep a root in his heart to be so easily ex-
tirpated—his absence from the dear object increased
the impatience of his love—the intestine conflict
between that and gratitude deprived him of his rest
and appetite—he was, in a short time, emaciated by
continual watching, anxiety, and want of nourish-
ment, and so much altered from his usual cheerful-
ness, that his mistress, being surprised and alarmed
at the change, which, from the symptoms, she
judged was owing to some uneasiness of mind, took
all imaginable pains to discover the cause.

_

In all probability it did not escape her penetra-
tion

; for she more than once asked if he was in
love with her cousin

; protesting, that, far from
being an obstacle to his happiness, she would, in
that case, be an advocate for his passion. However,
this declaration was never made without manifest
signs of anxiety and uneasiness, which made such
au impression upon the heart of M , that he
resolved to sacrifice his happiness, and even his
life, rather than take any step which might be con-
strued into an injury or insult to a person who had
treated him with such generosity and goodness.

In consequence of this resolution, he formed
another, which was to go abroad, under pretence
of recovering his health, but in reality to avoid the
temptation, as well as the suspicion of being incon-
stant

; and in this design he was confirmed by his
physician, who actually thought him in the first
stage of a consumption, and therefore advised him
to repair to the south of France. He communicated
his design, with the doctor's opinion, to the lady,
who agreed to it with much less difficulty than he
found in conquering his own reluctance at parting
with the dear object of his love. The consent of
his generous mistress being obtained, he waited
upon her with the instrument whereby she had
made the conveyance of her fortune to him ; and
all his remonstrances being insufficient to persnade
her to take it back, he cancelled it in her presence,
and placed it in that state upon her toilet, while she
was dressing; whereupon she shed a torrent of
tears, saying, she now plainly perceived that he
wanted to tear himself from her, and that his affec-
tions were settled upon another. He was sensibly
affected by this proof of her concern, and endea-
voured to calm the perturbation of her mind, by
vowing eternal fidelity, and pressing her to accept
of his hand in due form before his departure. By
these means her transports were quieted for the
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present, and the marriage deferred for the same
prudential reasons which had hitherto prevented it.

Matters being thus compromised, and the day
fixed for his departure, she, together with her faith-
ful maid, one morning visited him for the first time
at his own lodgings; and, after breakfast, desiring
to speak with him in private, he conducted her into
another room, where assuming an unusual gravity
of aspect, " My dear M ," said she, " you are
now going to leave me, and God alone knows if
ever we shall meet again

; therefore, if you really
love me with that tenderness which you profess,
you will accept of this mark of my friendship and
unalterable affection ; it will at least be a provision
for your journey, and if any accident should befal
me, before I have the happiness of receiving you
again into my arms, I shall have the satisfaction
of knowing that you are not altogether without
resource." So saying, she put an embroidered
pocket-book into his hand. He expressed the high
sense he had of her generosity and affection in the
most pathetic terms, and begged leave to suspend
his acceptance, until he should know the contents
of her present, which was so extraordinary, that he
absolutely refused to receive it. He was, however,
by her repeated entreaties, in a manner compelled
to receive about one-half, and she afterwards in-
sisted upon his taking a reinforcement of a con-
siderable sum for the expense of his journey.
Having staid with her ten days beyond the time

he had fixed for his departure, and settled the
method of their correspondence, he took his leave,
with an heart full of sorrow, anxiety, and distrac-
tion, produced from the different suggestions of his
duty and love. He then set out for France, and,
after a short stay at Paris, proceeded to Aix in
Provence, and from thence to Marseilles, at which
two places he continued for some months. But
nothing he met with being able to dissipate those
melancholy ideas which still preyed upon his
imagination, and affected his spirits, he endea-
voured to elude them with a succession of new
objects; and, with that view, persuaded a coun-
sellor of the parliament of Aix, a man of great
worth, learning, and good humour, to accompany
him in making a tour of those parts of France
which he had not yet seen. On their return from
this excursion, they found at Aix an Italian Abbe,
a person of character, and great knowledge of men
and books, who, having travelled all over Germany
and France, was so far on his return to his own
country.

M having, by means of his friend the coun-
sellor, contracted an acquaintance with this gentle-
man, and being desirous of seeing some parts of
Italy, particularly the carnival at Venice, they set
out together from Marseilles in a tartan for Genoa
coasting it all the way, and lying on shore every
night. Having shown him what was most remark-
able m this city, his friend the Abbe was so obliging
as to conduct him through Tuscany, and the most
remarkable cities in Lombardy, to Venice, whereM—— insisted upon defraying the expense of the
whole tour, m consideration of the Abbe's com-
plaisance, which had been of infinite service to him
in the course of this expedition. Having remained
five weeks at Venice, he was preparing to set out
tor Rome, with some English gentlemen whom he
had met by accident, when he was all of a sudden
obliged to change his resolution by some disagree-
able letters which he received from London. He

D D 2
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had, from his first departure, corresponded with his

generous, though inconstant mistress, with a reli-

gious exactness and punctuality ; nor was she, for

some time, less ohservant of the agreement they

had made. Nevertheless she, hy degrees, became

so negligent and cold in her expression, and so

slack in her correspondence, that he could not

help observing and upbraiding her with such in-

difference ; and her endeavours to palliate it were

supported by pretexts so frivolous, as to be easily

seen through by a lover of very little discernment.

While he tortured himself with conjectures about

the cause of this unexpected change, he received

such intelligence from England, as, when joined

with what he himself had perceived by her manner

of writing, left him little or no room to doubt of her

fickleness and inconstancy. Nevertheless, as he

knew by experience that informations of that kind

are not to be entirely relied upon, he resolved to be

more certainly apprized ; and, for that end, departed

immediately for London, by the way of Tyrol, Ba-

varia, Alsace, and Paris.

On his arrival in England, he learned, with in-

finite concern, that his intelligence had not been at

all exaggerated ; and his sorrow was inexpressible

to find a person endowed with so many other noble

and amiable qualities, seduced into an indiscretion,

that of necessity ruined the whole plan which had

been concerted between them for their mutual hap-

piness. She made several attempts, by letters and

interviews, to palliate her conduct, and soften him

into a reconciliation ; but his honour being con-

cerned, he remained deaf to all her entreaties and

proposals. Nevertheless, I have often heard him

say, that he could not help loving her, and revering

the memory of a person to whose generosity and

goodness he owed his fortune, and one whose foibles

were overbalanced by a thousand good qualities.

He often insisted on making restitution ; but far

from complying with that proposal, she afterwards

often endeavoured to lay him under yet greater

obligations of the same kind, and importuned him
with the warmest solicitations to renew their former

correspondence, which he as often declined.

M took this instance of the inconstancy of

the sex so much to heart, that he had almost re-

solved for the future to keep clear of all engage-

ments for life, and returned to Paris, in order to

dissipate his anxiety, where he hired an apartment

in one of the academies, in the exercises whereof

he took singular delight. During his residence at

this place, he had the good fortune to ingratiate

himself with a great general, a descendant of one

of the most ancient and illustrious families in France

;

having attracted his notice by some remarks he had

written on Folard's Polybius, which were acci-

dentally shown to that great man by one of his

aids-de-camp, who was a particular friend ofM .

The favour he had thus acquired, was strengthened

by his assiduities and attention. Upon his return

to London, he sent some of Handel's newest com-

positions to the prince, who was particularly fond

of that gentleman's productions, together with

Clark's edition of Caesar ;
and, in the spring of the

same year, before the French army took the field,

he was honoured with a most obliging letter from

the prince, inviting him to come over, if he wanted

to see the operations of the campaign, and desiring

he would give himself no trouble about his equipage.

M having still some remains of a military

disposition, and conceiving this to be a more fa-

vourable opportunity than any he should ever meet
with again, readily embraced the offer, and sacri-

ficed the soft delights of love, which at that time he

enjoyed without controul, toan eager, laborious, and

dangerous curiosity. In that and the following

campaign, during which he was present at the siege

of Philipsburgh, and several other actions, he en-

larged his acquaintance among the French ofiBcers,

especially those of the graver sort, who had a taste

for books and literature ; and the friendship and

interest of those gentlemen were afterwards of sin-

gular service to him, though in an affair altogether

foreign from their profession.

He had all along made diligent inquiry into the

trade and manufactures of the countries through

which he had occasion to travel, more particularly

those of Holland, England, and France ;
and, as he

was well acquainted with the revenue and farms of

this last kingdom, he saw with concern the great

disadvantages under which our tobacco trade, the

most considerable branch of our commerce with

that people, was carried on; what inconsiderable

returns were made to the planters out of the low

price given by the French company ; and how
much it was in the power of that company to re-

duce it still lower. M had formed a scheme

to remedy this evil, so far as it related to the na-

tional loss or gain, by not permitting the duty of

one penny in the pound, old. subsidy, to be drawn

hack on tobacco re-exported. He demonstrated to

the ministry of that time, that so inconsiderable a

duty could not in the least diminish the demand
from abroad, which was the only circumstance to

be apprehended, and that the yearly produce of

that revenue would amount to one hundred and

twenty thousand pounds, without one shilling addi-

tional expense to the public; but the ministry

having the excise-scheme then in contemplation,

could think of no other till that should be tried

;

and that project having miscarried, he renewed his

application, when they approved of his scheme in

every particular, but discovered a surprising back-

wardness to carry it into execution.

His expectations in this quarter being disap-

pointed, he, by the interposition of his friends, pre-

sented a plan'to the French company, in which he

set forth the advantages that would accrue to them-

selves from fixing the price, and securing that sort

of tobacco which best suited the taste of the public

and their manufacture ; and finally proposed to

furnish them with any quantity, at the price which

they paid in the port of London.

After some dispute, they agreed to his proposal,

and contracted with him for fifteen thousand hogs-

heads a-year, for which they obliged themselves to

pay ready money, on its arrival in any one or more

convenient ports in the south or western coasts of

Great Britain that he should please to fix upon for

that purpose. M no sooner obtained this con-

tract, than he immediately set out for America, in

order to put it in execution ; and, by way of com-

panion, carried with him a little French Abbe, a

man of humour, wit, and learning, with whom he

had been long acquainted, and for whom he had

done many good offices.

On his arrival in Virginia, which opportunely

happened at a time when all the gentlemen were

assembled in the capital of that province, he pub-

lished a memorial, representing the disadvantages

under which their trade was carried on, the true

method of redressing their own grievances in that
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respect, and proposing to contract with them for

the yearly quantity of fifteen thousand hogsheads

of such tobacco as was fit for the French market,

at the price which he demonstrated to be consi-

derably greater than that which they had formerly

received.

This remonstrance met with all the success and
encouragement he could expect. The principal

planters, seeing theirown interest concerned, readily

assented to the proposal, which, through their in-

fluence, was also relished by the rest ; and the only

difficulty that remained, related to the security for

payment of the bills on the arrival of the tobacco

in England, and to the time stipulated for the con-

tinuance of the contract.

In order to remove these objections, Mr. M
returned to Europe, and found the French com-
pany of farmers disposed to agree to every thing

he desired for facilitating the execution of the con-
tract, and perfectly well pleased with the sample
which he had already sent ; but his good friend the

Abbe, whom he had 1< ft behind him in America,
by an unparalleled piece of treachery, found means
to overturn the whole project. He secretly wrote
a memorial to the company, importing, that he
found, by experience, M could afford to furnish

them at a much lower price than that which they

had agreed to give ; and that, by being in posses-

sion of the contract for five years, as was intended

according to the proposal, he would have the com-
pany so much in his power, that they must after-

wards submit to any price he should please to

impose ; and that, if they thought him worthy of

such a trust, he would undertake to furnish them at

an easier rate, in conjunction with some of the lead-

ing men in Virginia and Maryland, with whom, he
said, he had already concerted measures for that

purpose.

The company were so much alarmed at these in-

sinuations, that they declined complying with Mr.
M 's demands until the Abbe's return ; and
though they afterwards used all their endeavours to

persuade him to be concerned with that little trai-

tor in his undertaking, by which he might still have
been a very considerable gainer, he resisted all their

solicitations, and plainly told them, in the Abbe's
presence, that he would never prostitute his own
principles so far, as to enter into engagements of
any kind with a person of his character, much less

in a scheme that had a manifest tendency to lower
the market price of tobacco in England.
Thus ended a project the most extensive, simple,

and easy, and, as appeared by the trial made, the

best calculated to raise an immense fortune of any
that was ever undertaken or planned by a private

person ; a project, in the execution of which, M
had the good of the public, and the glory of putting

in a flourishing condition the valuable branch of
our trade which gives employment to two great

provinces and above two hundred sail of ships,

much more at heart than his own private interest.

It was reasonable to expect, that a man whose debts
M had paid more than once, whom he had
obliged in many other respects, and whom he had
carried with him at a very considerable expense,
on this expedition, merely with a view of bettering
his fortune, would have acted with common honesty,
if not with gratitude ; but such was the depravity
of this little monster's heart, that, on his deathbed,
he left a considerable fortune to mere strangers,

with whom he had little or no connexion, without

the least thought of refunding the money advanced
for him by M , m order to prevent his rotting

in a jail.

When M had once obtained a command of

money, he, by his knowledge in several branches

of trade, as well as by the assistance of some in-

telligent friends at Paris and London, found means
to employ it to very good purpose ; and had he

been a man of that selfish disposition, which too

much prevails in the world, he might have been
at this day master of a very ample fortune ; but

his ear was never deaf to the voice of distress,

nor his beneficent heart shut against the calamities

of his fellow-creatures. He was even ingenious in

contriving the most delicate methods of relieving

modest indigence, and, by his industrious bene-

volence, often anticipated the requests of misery.

I could relate a number of examples to illustrate

my assertions, in some of which you would perceive

the most disinterested generosity ; but such a detail

would trespass too much upon your time, and I do
not pretend to dwell upon every minute circum-

stance of his conduct. Let it suffice to say, that,

upon the declaration of war in Spain, he gave up
all his commercial schemes, and called in his

money from all quarters, with a view of sitting

down, for the rest of his life, contented with what
lie had got, and restraining his liberalities to what
he could spare from his yearly income. This was
a very prudential resolution, could he have kept it;

but, upon the breaking out of the war, he could not

without concern see many gentlemen of merit, who
had been recommended to him, disappointed of

commissions, merely for want of money to satisfy

the expectations of the commission-brokers of that

time ; and therefore launched out considerable sums
for them on their bare notes, great part whereof
was lost by the death of some in the unfortunate

expedition to the West Indies.

He at length, after many other actions of the

like nature, from motives of pure humanity, love

of justice, and abhorrence of oppression, embarked
in a cause, every way the most important that

ever came under the discussion of the courts of law
in these kingdoms ; whether it be considered in

relation to the extraordinary nature of the case, or

the immense property of no less than fifty thousand

pounds a year, and three peerages that depended
upon it.

In the year 1740, the brave admiral who at that

time commanded his majesty's fleet in the West
Indies, among the other transactions of his squa-

dron transmitted to the duke of Newcastle, men-
tioned a young man, who, though in the capacity

of a common sailor on board one of the ships under
his command, laid claim to the estate and titles of

the earl of A . These pretensions were no
sooner communicated in the public papers, than

they became the subject of conversation in all

companies ; and the person whom they chiefly

affected, being alarmed at the appearance of a
competitor, though at such a distance, began to put

himself in motion, and take all the precautions

which he thought necessary to defeat the endeavour
of the young upstart. Indeed the early intelligence

he received of Mr. A—y's making himself known
in the West Indies, furnished him with numberless
advantages over that unhappy young gentleman

;

for, being in possession of a splendid fortune, and
lord of many manors in the neighbourhood of the

very place where the claimant was bom, he knew
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all the witnesses who could give the most material

evidence of his legitimacy
; and, if his probity did

not restrain him, had, by his power and influence,

sufficient opportunity and means of applying to

the passions and interests of the witnesses, to silence

many, and gain over others to his side ; -while his

competitor, by an absence of fifteen or sixteen

years from his native country, the want of education

and friends, together -with his present helpless

situation, was rendered absolutely incapable of

taking any step for his own advantage. And
although his worthy uncle's conspicuous virtue,

and religious regard for justice and truth, might
possibly be an unconquerable restraint to his taking

any undue advantages, yet the consciences of that

huge army of emissaries he kept in pay were not

altogether so very tender and scrupulous. This
much, however, may be said, without derogation

from, or impeachment of, the noble earl's nice

virtue and honour, that he took care to compromise
all differences with the other branches of the family,

whose interests were, in this affair, connected with

his own, by sharing the estate with them, and also

retained most of the eminent counsel within the bar

of both kingdoms against this formidable bastard,

before any suit was instituted by him.
While he was thus entrenching himself against the

attack of a poor forlorn youth, at the distance of

fifteen hundred leagues, continually exposed to the

dangers of the sea, the war, and an unhealthy
climate, Mr. M , in the common course of con-
versation, chanced to ask some questions relating

to this romantic pretender, of one H , who was
at that time the present Lord A—a's chief agent.

This man, when pressed, could not help owning
that the late Lord A—m actually left a son, who
had been spirited away into America soon after his

father's death, but said he did not know whether
this was the same person.

This information could not fail to make an
impression on the humanity of Mr. M ,

who,
being acquainted with the genius of the wicked
partywho had possessed themselves of this unhappy
young man's estate and honours, expressed no small

anxiety and apprehension lest they should take him
off by some means or other ; and, even then,

seemed disposed to contribute towards the support
of the friendless orphan, nnd to inquire more circum-
stantially into the nature of his claim. In the

mean time his occasions called him to France ; and,

during his absence, Mr. A—y arrived in London in

the month of October, 1741.

Here the clergyman was interrupted by Peregrine,

who said there was something so extraordinary, not

to call it improbable, in the account he had heard
of the young gentleman's being sent into exile,

that he would look upon himself as infinitely

obliged to the doctor, if he would favour him with
a true representation of that transaction, as well as

of the manner in which he arrived and was known
at the island of Jamaica.
The parson, in compliance with our hero's re-

quest, taking up the story from the beginning,
" Mr. A

—

j" said he, " is the son of Arthur late

lord baron of A—m, by his wife Mary Sh—d,

natural daughter to John duke of B and
X—by, whom he publicly married on the 21st
day of July, 1706, contrary to the inclination of
his mother, and all his other relations, particularly
of Arthur late earl of A—a, who bore an im-
placable enmity to the duke her father, and, for

that reason, Zid all that lay in his power to traverse
themarriage; but, findinghis endeavours ineffectual,

he was so much offended, that he would never be
perfectly reconciled to Lord A—m, though he was
his presumptive heir. After their nuptials, they
cohabited together in England for the space of two
or three years, during which she miscarried more
than once ; and he being a man of levity, and an
extravagant disposition, not only squandered away
all that he had received of his wife's fortune, but
also contracted many considerable debts, which
obliged him to make a precipitate retreat into

Ireland, leaving his lady behind him in the house
with his mother and sister, who, having also been
averse to the match, had always looked upon her
with eyes of disgust.

It was not likely that harmony should long
subsist in this family, especially as Lady A—

m

was a woman of a lofty spirit, who could not tamely
bear insults and ill usage from persons who, she
had reason to believe, were her enemies at heart.

Accordingly, a misunderstanding soon happened
among them, which was fomented by the malice of
one of her sisters-in-law. Divers scandalous re-

ports of her misconduct, to which the empty pre-
tensions of a vain wretched coxcomb, who was
made use of as an infamous tool for that purpose,

gave a colourable pretext, were trumped up, and
transmitted, with many false and aggravating cir-

cumstances, to her husband in Ireland
; who, being

a giddy unthinking man, was so much incensed at

these insinuations, that, in the first transports of

his passion, he sent to his mother a power of

attorney, that she might sue for a divorce in his

behalf. A libel was thereupon exhibited, contain-

ing many scandalous allegations, void of any real

foundation in truth ; but being unsupported by any
manner of proof, it was at length dismissed with
costs, after it had depended upwards of two years.

Lord A—m finding himself abused by the
misrepresentations of his mother and sister, dis-

covered an inclination to be reconciled to his lady.

In consequence of which, she was sent over to

Dublin by her father, to the care of a gentleman in

that city ; in whose house she was received by her
husband with all the demonstrations of love and
esteem. From thence he conducted her to his

lodgings, and thence to his country house, where
she had the misfortune to suffer a miscarriage,

through fear and resentment of my lord's beha-

viour, which was often brutal and indecent. From
the country they removed to Dublin, about the

latter end of July, or beginning of August 1714,

where they had not long continued, when her lady-

ship was known to be again with child.

Lord A—m and his issue being next in re-

mainder to the honours and estate of Arthur Earl
of A , was extremely solicitous to have a son ;

and, warned by the frequent miscarriages of his

lady, resolved to curb the natural impatience and
rusticity of his disposition, that she might not, as

formerly, suffer by his outrageous conduct. He
accordingly cherished her with uncommon tender-

ness and care ; and her pregnancy being pretty far

advanced, conducted her to his country seat, where
she was delivered of Mr. A—y, about the latter

end of April, or beginning of May ; for none of the

witnesses have been able, at this distance, with

absolute certainty to fix the precise time of his birth,

and there was no register kept in the parish. As
an additional misfortune, no gentleman of fashion
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lived in that parish ; nor did those who lived at

any considerable distance, care to cultivate an
acquaintance with a man of LordA—m's strange
conduct.

Be that as it will, the occasion was celebrated by
his lordship's tenants and dependents upon the spot,

and in the neighbouring town of New K—ss, by
bonfires, illuminations, and other rejoicings ; which
have made such an impression upon the minds of
the people, that in the place where they happened,
and the contiguous parishes, several hundred per-
sons have already declared their knowledge and
remembrance of this event, in spite of the great
power of the claimant's adversary in that quarter,
and the great pains and indirect methods taken by
his numberless agents and emissaries, as well as by
those who are interested with him in the event of
the suit, to corrupt and suppress the evidence.

Lord A—m, after the birth of his son, who
was sent to nurse in the neighbourhood, according
to the custom of the country, where people of the
highest distinction put their children out to nurse
into farm houses and cabins, lived in harmony with
his lady for the space of two years. But having,
by his folly and extravagance, reduced himself to

great difficulties, he demanded the remainder of
her fortune from her father the Luke of B

,

who absolutely refused to part with a shilling until

a proper settlement should be made on his daughter,
which, by that time, he had put out of his own power
to make, by his folly and extravagance.
As her ladyship, by her endeavours to reform

the economy of her house, had incurred the dis-

pleasure of some idle profligate fellows, who had
fastened themselves upon her husband, and helped
to consume his substance, they seized this oppor-
tunity of the duke's refusal

;
and, in order to be

revenged upon the innocent lady, persuaded Lord
A—m, that the only means of extracting money
from his grace, would be to turn her away, on
pretence of infidelity to his bed, for which they
hinted there was but too much foundation. At
their suggestions, a most infamous plan was pro-
jected ; in the execution of which, one P , a
poor, unbred, simple country booby, whom they
had decoyed into a snare, lost one of his ears, and
the injured lady retired that same day to New
R—ss, where she continued several years. She
did not, however, leave the house, without strug-
gling hard to carry her child along with her; but
far from enjoying such indulgence, strict orders
were given, that the boy should not, for the future,
be brought within her sight. This base, inhuman
treatment, instead of answering the end proposed,
produced such a contrary effect, that the Duke of
B , by a codicil to his will, in which he reflects

upon Lord A—m's evil temper, directed his exe-
cutors to pay to his daughter an annuity of one
hundred pounds, while her lord and she should
continue to live separate ; and this allowance was
to cease on Lord A—m's death.

While she remained in this solitary situation,

the child was universally known and received as
the legitimate son and heir of her lord, whose
affection for the boy was so conspicuous, that, in
the midst of his own necessities, he never failed to
maintain him in the dress and equipage of a young
nobleman. In the course of his infancy, his father
haying often changed his place of residence, the
child was put under the instructions of a great many
different schoolmasters, so that he was perfectly

well known in a great many different parts of the
kingdom ; and his mother seized all opportunities
(which were but rare, on account of his father's

orders to the contrary) of seeing and giving him
proofs of her maternal tenderness, until she set out
for England, after having been long in a declining
state of health, by a paralytical disorder

; upon the
consequence of which, such dependence was placed
by her inconsiderate husband, who was by this time
reduced to extreme poverty, that he actually mar-
ried a woman whom he had long kept as a mistress.

This creature no sooner understood that Lady
A—m was departed from Ireland, than she openly
avowed her marriage, and went about publicly with
Lord A—m, visiting his acquaintances in the
character of his wife.

Erom this era may be dated the beginning of
Mr. A—y's misfortune. This artful woman, who
had formerly treated the child with an appearance
of fondness, in order to ingratiate herself with the
father, now looking upon herself as sufficiently

established in the family, thought it was high time
to alter her behaviour with regard to the unfortu-
nate boy ; and accordingly, for obvious reasons,
employed a thousand artifices to alienate the heart
of the weak father from his unhappy offspring.

Yet, notwithstanding all her insinuations, nature
still maintained her influence in his heart; and
though she often found means to irritate him by
artful and malicious accusations, his resentment
never extended farther than fatherly correction.
She would have found it impossible to accomplish
his ruin, had not her efforts been reinforced by a
new auxiliary, who was no other than his uncle,
the present usurper of his title and estate

; yet even
this confederacy was overawed, in some measure,
by the fear of alarming the unfortunate mother,
until her distemper increased to a most deplorable
degree of the dead palsy, and the death of her
father had reduced her to a most forlorn and abject
state of distress. Then they ventured upon the
execution of their projects

; and, though their aims
were widely different, concurred in their endeavours
to remove the hapless boy, as the common obstacle
to both.

Lord A—m, who, as I have already observed,
was a man of weak intellects, and utterly void of
any fixed principle of action, being by this time
reduced to such a pitch of misery, that he was often
obliged to pawn his wearing apparel in order to

procure the common necessaries of life ; and having
no other fund remaining, with which he could
relieve his present necessities, except a sale of the
reversion of the A—a estate, to wliich the nonage
of his son was an effectual bar, he was advised by
his virtuous brother, and the rest of his counsellors,
to surmount this difficulty, by secreting his son,
and spreading a report of his death. This honest
project he the more readily embraced, because he
knew that no act of his could frustrate the child's

succession. Accordingly, the boy was removed
from the school at which he was then boarded, to
the house of one K—gh, an agent and accom-
plice of the present Earl of A—a, where he was
kept for several months closely confined ; and, in

the mean time, it was industriously reported that
he was dead.

This previous measure being taken, Lord A—

m

published advertisements in the gazettes, offering
reversions of the A—a estate to sale ; and emis-
saries of various kinds were employed to inveigle
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such as were ignorant of the nature of the settle-

ment of these estates, or strangers to the affairs of

his family. Some people, imposed upon by the

report of the child's death, were drawn in to pur-

chase, thinking themselves safe in the concurrence

of his lordship's brother, upon presumption that he

was next in remainder to the succession ; others,

tempted by the smallness of the price (which rarely

exceeded half a year's purchase, as appears by

many deeds), though they doubted the truth of the

boy's being dead, ran small risks, on the contin-

gency of his dying before he should be of age, or

in hopes of his being prevailed upon to confirm the

grants of his father ; and many more were treating

with him on the same notions, when their transac-

tions were suddenly interrupted, and the scheme of

raising more money, for the present, defeated by

the unexpected appearance of the boy, who, being

naturally sprightly and impatient of restraint, had

found means to break from his confinement, and

wandered up and down the streets of Dublin, avoid-

ing his father's house, and choosing to encounter

all sorts of distress, rather than subject himself

again to the cruelty and malice of the woman who
supplied his mother's place. Thus debarred his

father's protection, and destitute of any fixed habi-

tation, he herded with all the loose, idle, and dis-

orderly youths in Dublin, skulking chiefly about

the college, several members and students of which,

taking pity on his misfortunes, supplied him at dif-

ferent times with clothes and money. In this un-

settled and uncomfortable way of life did he remain,

from the year 1725 to the latter end of November,

1727 ; at which time his father died so miserably

poor, that he was actually buried at the public

expense.
This unfortunate nobleman was no sooner dead,

than his brother Eichard, now earl of A— a, taking

advantage of the nonage and helpless situation of

his nephew, seized upon all the papers of the de-

funct, and afterwards usurped the title of Lord

A—m, to the surprise of the servants, and others

who were acquainted with the affairs of the family.

This usurpation, bold as it was, produced no other

effect than that of his being insulted by the popu-

lace as he went through the streets, and the refusal

of the king at arms to enrol the certificate of his

brother's having died without issue. The first of

these inconveniences he bore without any sense of

shame, though not without repining, conscious that

it would gradually vanish with the novelty of his

invasion ; and as to the last, he conquered it by

means well known and obvious.

Nor will it seem strange, that he should thus in-

vade the rights of an orphan with impunity, if

people wDl consider, that the late Lord A—m had

not only squandered away his fortune with the most

ridiculous extravagance, but also associated himself

with low company, so that he was little known, and

less regarded, by persons of any rank and figure in

life ; and his child, of consequence, debarred of the

advantages which might have accrued from valu-

able connexions. And though it was universally

known, that Lady A—m had a son in Ireland, such

was the obscurity in which the father had lived,

during the last years of his life, that few of the

nobility could be supposed to be acquainted with

the particular circumstances of a transaction in

which they had no concern, and which had hap-

pened at the distance of twelve years before the

date of this usurpation. Moreover, as their first

information was no other than common fame, the

public clamour occasioned by the separation, might
inspire such as were strangers to the family affairs

with a mistaken notion of the child's having been

born about or after the time of that event. The hurry

and bustle occasioned by the arrival of the lord

lieutenant about this period, the reports indus-

triously propagated of the claimant's death, the

obscurity and concealment in which the boy was
obliged to live, in order to elude the wicked attempts

of his uncle, might also contribute to his peaceable

enjoyment of an empty title. And lastly, Lord
Chancellor W—m, whose immediate province it

was to issue writs for parliament, was an utter

stranger in Ireland, unacquainted with the descents

of families, and consequently did not examine far-

ther than the certificate enrolled in the books of

the king at arms. Over and above these circum-

stances, which naturally account for the success of

the imposture, it may be observed, that the hapless

youth had not one relation alive, on the side of his

father, whose interest it was not to forward or con-

nive at his destruction ; that his grandfather, the

duke of 15 , was dead ; and that his mother was

then in England, in a forlorn, destitute, dying con-

dition, secreted from the world, and even from her

own relations, by her woman Mary H , who
had a particular interest to secrete her, and alto-

gether dependent upon a miserable and precarious

allowance from the duchess of B , to whose

caprice she was moreover a most wretched slave.

Notwithstanding these concurring circumstances

in favour of the usurper, he did not think himself

secure while the orphan had any chance of finding

a friend who would undertake his cause ; and there-

fore laid a plan for his being kidnapped, and sent

to America as a slave. His coadjutor in this in-

human scheme was a person who carried on the

trade of transporting servants to our plantations,

and was deeply interested on this occasion, having,

for a mere trifle, purchased of the late Lord A—m,
the reversion of a considerable part of the A—

a

estate ; which shameful bargain was confirmed by

the brother, but could never take place, unless the

bov could be effectually removed.

Everything being settled with this auxiliary,

severalrufiians were employed in search of the un-

happy victim ; and the first attempt that was made

upon him, in which his uncle personally assisted,

happening near one of the great markets of the city

of Dublin, an honest butcher, with the assistance of

his neighbours, rescued him by force from their

cruel hands. This, however, was but a short

respite ; for (though warned by this adventure, the

boy seldom crept out of his lurking places, without

the most cautious circumspection) he was, in March,

1727, discovered by the diligence of his persecutors,

and forcibly dragged on board of a ship bound

for Newcastle, on Delaware river in America,

where he was sold as a slave, and kept to hard

labour, much above his age or strength, for the

space of thirteen years, during which he was trans-

ferred from one person to another.

While he remained in this servile situation, he

often mentioned, to those in whom he thought such

confidence might be placed, the circumstances of

his birth and title, together with the manner of his

being exiled from his native country ;
although, in

this particular, he neglected a caution which he had

received in his passage, importing that such a dis-

covery would cost him his life. Meanwhile th-j
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usurper quietly enjoyed his right ; and to those

who questioned him about his brother's son, con-

stantly replied, that the boy had been dead for

several years. And Arthur, earl ofA—a, dying

in April, 173", he, upon pretence of being next

heir, succeeded to the honours and estate of that

nobleman.
The term of the nephew's bondage, which had

been lengthened out beyond the usual time, on
account of his repeated attempts to escape, being

expired in the year 1739, he hired himself as a

common sailor in a trading vessel bound to Ja-

maica ; and there, being entered on board of one

of his majesty's ships under the command of Ad-
miral Vernon, openly declared his parentage and
pretensions. This extraordinary claim, which made
a great noise in the fleet, reaching the ears of one

Lieutenant S—n, nearly related to the usurper's

Irish wife, he believed the young gentleman to be

an impostor ; and thinking it was incumbent on
him to discover the cheat, he went on board the

ship to which the claimant belonged, and having
heard the account which he gave of himself, was,

notwithstanding his prepossessions, convinced of

the truth of what he alleged. On his return to his

own ship, he chanced to mention this extraordinary

affair upon the quarter-deck, in the hearing of Mr.
B—n, one of the midshipmen, who had formerly

been at school with Mr. A—y. This young gen-

tleman not only told the lieutenant, that he had
been schoolfellow with Lord A—m's son, but also

declared that he should know him again, if not

greatly altered, as he still retained a perfect idea of

his countenance.

Upon this intimation, the lieutenant proposed

that the experiment should be tried ; and went with

the midshipman on board the ship that the claim-

ant was in, for that purpose. After all the sailors

had been assembled upon deck, Mr. B—n, casting

his eyes around, immediately distinguished Mr.
A—y in the crowd, and, laying his hand on his

shoulder, " This is the man," said he
;
affirming, at

the same time, that, while he continued at school

with him, the claimant was reputed and respected

as Lord A—m's son and heir, and maintained in

all respects suitable to the dignity of his rank.

Nay, he was, in like manner, recognised by several

other persons in the fleet, who had known him in

his infancy.

These things being reported to the admiral, he
generously ordered him to be supplied with neces-

saries, and treated like a gentleman ; and, in his

next despatches, transmitted an account of the

affair to the Duke of Newcastle, among the other

transactions of the fleet.

In September or October 1741, Mr. A—y arrived

in London ; and the first person to whom he applied

for advice and assistance was a man of the law,

nearly related to the families of A—a and A—m,
and well acquainted with the particular affairs of

each
;
who, far from treating him as a bastard and

impostor, received him with civility and seeming
kindness, asked him to eat, presented him with a

piece of money, and, excusing himself from med-
dling in the affair, advised him to go to Ireland, as

the most proper place for commencing a suit for

the recovery of his right.

Before the young gentleman had an opportunity,

or indeed any inclination, to comply with this

advice, he was accidently met in the street by that

same II—n, who, as I have mentioned, gave Mr.

M the first insight into the affair. This man
immediately knew the claimant, having been for-

merly an agent for his father, and afterwards a
creature of his uncle's, with whom he was, not
without reason, suspected to be concerned in kid-

napping and transporting his nephew. Be that as

it will, his connexions with the usurper were now
broke off by a quarrel, in consequence of which he
had thrown up his agency ; and he invited the

hapless stranger to his house, with a view of

making all possible advantage of such a guest.

There he had not long remained, when his

treacherous landlord, tampering with his inex-

perience, effected a marriage between him and the

daughter of one of his own friends, who lodged in

his house at the same time. But afterwards, seeing

no person of consequence willing to espouse his

cause, he looked upon him as an encumbrance, and
wanted to rid his hands of him accordingly. He
remembered that Mr. M had expressed himself
with all the humanity of apprehension in favour of
the unfortunate young nobleman, before his arrival

in England
;
and, being well acquainted with the

generosity of his disposition, he no sooner under-

stood that he was returned from France, than he
waited upon him with an account of Mr. A—y's

being safely arrived. Mr. M was sincerely

rejoiced to find, that a person who had been so

cruelly injured, and undergone so long and con-
tinued a scene of distress, was restored to a country
where he was sure of obtaining justice, and where
every good man, as he imagined, would make the

cause his own. And being informed that the youth
was in want of necessaries, he gave twenty guineas

to K—n for his use, and promised to do him all the

service in his power ; but had no intention to take
upon himself the whole weight of such an important
affair, or indeed to appear in the cause, until he
should be fully and thoroughly satisfied that the

claimant's pretensions were well founded.

In the mean time, H—n insinuating that the

young gentleman was not safe in his present lodging,

from the machinations of his enemies, M ac-

commodated him with an apartment in his own
house ; where he was at great pains to remedy the

defect in his education, by rendering him fit to

appear as a gentleman in the world. Having
received from him all the intelligence he could give

relating to his own affair, he laid the case before

counsel, and despatched a person to Ireland, to

make further inquiries upon the same subject; who,
on his first arrival in that kingdom, found the

claimant's birth was as publicly known as any cir-

cumstance of that kind could possibly be, at so

great a distance of time.

The usurper and his friends gave all the inter-

ruption in their power to any researches concerning
that affair ; and had recourse to every art and ex-
pedient that could be invented, to prevent its being
brought to a legal discussion. Privilege, bills in

chancery, orders of court surreptitiously and ille-

gally obtained, and every other invention was made
use of to bar and prevent a fair and honest trial by
a jury. The usurper himself, and his agents, at

the same time that they formed divers conspiracies

against his life, in vain endeavoured to detach Mr.
M from the orphan's cause, by innumerable
artifices, insinuating, cajolling, and misrepresent-
ing, with surprising dexterity and perseverance.

His protector, far from being satisfied with tluir

reasons, was not only deaf to th »ir remonstrances,
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but, believing him in danger from their repeated
efforts, had him privately conveyed into the

country ; where an unhappy accident, which he
hath ever since sincerely regretted, furnished his

adversary -with a colourable pretext to cut him off

in the beginning of his career.

A man happening to lose his life by the acci-

dental discharge of a piece that chanced to be in

the young gentleman's hands, the account of this

misfortune no sooner reached the ears of his uncle,

than he expressed the most immoderate joy at

having found so good a handle for destroying him,
under colour of law. He immediately constituted

himself prosecutor, set his emissaries at work to

secure a coroner's inquest suited to his cruel pur-
poses ; set out for the place in person, to take care
that the prisoner should not escape ; insulted him
in jail, in the most inhuman manner; emploved a
whole army of attorneys and agents, to spirit up
and carry on a most virulent prosecution : practised

all the unfair methods that could be invented, in

order that the unhappy gentleman should be tran-

sported to Newgate, from the healthy prison to

which he was at first committed ; endeavoured to

inveigle him into destructive confessions
; and, not

to mention other more infamous arts employed in

the affair of evidence, attempted to surprise him
upon his trial in the absence of his witnesses and
counsel, contrary to a previous agreement with the
prosecutor's own attorney. Nay, he even appeared
in person upon the bench at the trial, in order to

intimidate the evidence, and browbeat the unfortu-

nate prisoner at the bar, and expended above a
thousand pounds in that prosecution. In spite of
all his wicked efforts, however, which were defeated
by the spirit and indefatigable industry of Sir.

M , the young gentleman was honourably ac-

quitted, to the evident satisfaction of all the impar-
tial; the misfortune that gave a handle for that

unnatural prosecution appearing to a demonstration
to have been a mere accident.

In a few months, his protector, who had now
openly espoused his cause, taking with him two
gentlemen to witness his transactions, conducted
him to his native country, with a view to be better

informed of the strength of his pretensions, than
he could be by the intelligence he had hitherto

received, or by the claimant's own dark and almost
obliterated remembrance of the facts which were
essential to be known. Upon their arrival in

Dublin, application was made to those persons
whom Mr. A—y had named as his schoolmasters
and companions, together with the servants and
neighbours of his father. These, though examined
separately, without having the least previous inti-

mation of what the claimant had reported, agreed
in their accounts with him, as well as with one
another, and mentioned many other people as ac-

quainted with the same facts, to whom Mr. M
had recourse, and still met with the same unvaried
information. By these means, he made such pro-

gress in his inquiries, that, in less than two months,
no fewer than one hundred persons, from different

quarters of the kingdom, either personally, or by
letters, communicated their knowledge of the

claimant, in declarations consonant with one ano-
other, as well as with the accounts he gave of
himself. Several servants who had lived with his
father, and been deceived with the story of his

death, so industriously propagated by his uncle, no
sooner heard of his being in Dublin, than they

came from different parts of the country to see

him ; and though great pains were taken to deceive
them, they, nevertheless, knew him at first sight

;

some of them fell upon their knees to thank Heaven
for his preservation, embraced his legs, and shed
tears ofjoy for his return.

Although the conduct of his adversary, particu-

larly in the above mentioned prosecution, together
with the evidence that already appeared, were
sufficient to convince all mankind of the truth of
the claimant's pretensions, Mr. M , in order to

be further satisfied, resolved to see how he would
be received upon the spot where he was born

;

justly concluding, that if he was really an impostor,

the bastard of a kitchen-wench, produced in a
country entirely possessed by his enemy and his

allies, he must be looked upon in that place with
the utmost detestation and contempt.

This his intention was no sooner known to the
adverse party, than their agents and friends from
all quarters repaired to that place with all possible

despatch, and used all their influence with the peo-
ple, in remonstrances, threats, and all the other

arts they could devise, not only to discountenance
the claimant upon his arrival, but even to spirit up
a mob to insult him. Notwithstanding these pre-

cautions, and the servile awe and subjection in

which tenants are kept by their landlords in that

part of the country, as soon as it was known that

Mr. A—y approached the town, the inhabitants

crowded out in great multitudes to receive and
welcome him, and accompanied him into town, with
acclamations, and other expressions of joy, inso-

much that the agents of his adversary durst not
show their faces. The sovereign of the corpora-
tion, who was a particular creature and favourite

of the usurper, and whose all depended upon the

issue of the cause, was so conscious of the stran-

ger's right, and so much awed by the behaviour of
the people, who knew that consciousness, that he
did not think it safe even to preserve the appear-

ance of neutrality upon this occasion, but actually

held the stirrup while Mr. A—y dismounted from
his horse.

This sense of conviction in the people manifested

itself still more powerfully when he returned to the

same place in the year 1744, about which time

Lord A—a being informed of his resolution, deter-

mined again to be beforehand with him, and set out

in person, with his agents and friends, (some of
whom were detached before him to prepare for

his reception,) and induced the people to meet him
in a body, and accompany him to town, with such
expressions of welcome as they had before bestowed
on his nephew ; but, in spite of all their art and
interest, he was suffered to pass through the street

in a mournful silence ; and though several barrels

of beer were produced to court the favour of the

populace, they had no other effect than that of

drawing their ridicule upon the donor ; whereas,

when Mr. A—y, two days afterwards, appeared, all

the inhabitants, with garlands, streamers, music,

and other ensigns of joy, crowded out to meet him,

and ushered him into town with such demonstra-
tions of pleasure and good will, that the noble peer

found it convenient to hide himself from the resent-

ment of his own tenants, the effects of which he

must have severely felt, had not he been screened

by the timely remonstrances of Mr. M , and the

other gentlemen who accompanied his competitor.

Nor did his apprehension vanish with the trans-
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action of this day ; the town was again in uproar
on the Sunday following, when it was known that
Mr. A—y intended to come thither from Dunmain
to church

; they went out to meet him as before,
and conducted him to the church door with accla-
mations, which terrified his uncle to such a degree,
that he fled with precipitation in a boat, and soon
after entirely quitted the place.

It woidd be almost an endless task to enumerate
the particular steps that were taken by one side to
promote, and by the other to delay, the trial. The
young gentleman's adversaries finding that they
could not, by all the subterfuges and arts they had
used, evade it, repeated attempts were made to
assassinate him and his protector ; and every ob-
struction thrown in the way of his cause which
craft could invent, villainy execute, and undue in-
fluence confirm. But all these difficulties were
surmounted by the vigilance, constancy, courage,
and sagacity of M

; and, at last, the affair was
brought to a very solemn trial at bar, which being
continued, by several adjournments, from the
eleventh to the twenty-fifth day of November, a
verdict was found for the claimant by a jury of gen-
tlemen, which, in point of reputation and property,
cannot be easily paralleled in the annals of that or
any other country ; a jury, that could by no means
be suspected of prepossessions in favour of Mr.
A—y, to whose person they were absolute stran-
gers

; especially if we consider, that a gentleman in
their neighbourhood, who was nephew to the fore-
man, and nearly related to some of the rest of their
number, forfeited a considerable estate by their
decision.

This verdict, said the parson, gave the highest
satisfaction to all impartial persons that were within
reach of being duly informed of their proceedings,
and of the different genius and conduct of the par-
ties engaged in the contest, but more especially to
such as were in court, as I was, at the trial, and had
an opportunity of observing the characters and
behaviour of the persons who appeared there to
give evidence. To such it was very apparent, that
all the witnesses produced there on the part of the
uncle, were either his tenants, dependents, pot-
companions, or persons some way or other inte-
rested in the issue of the suit, and remarkable for
a low kind of cunning ; that many of them were
persons of profligate lives, who deserved no credit

;

that, independent of the levity of their characters,
those of them who went under the denomination of
colonels, (Colonel L—fts alone excepted, who had
nothing to say, and was only brought there in order
to give credit fo that party,) made so ridiculous a
figure, and gav« so absurd, contradictory, and in-
consistent an evidence, as no court or jury could
give the least degree of credit to. On the other
hand, it was observed, that the nephew and Mr.M

, his chief manager, being absolute strangers
in that country, and unacquainted with the cha-
racters of the persons they had to deal with, were
obliged to lay before the court and jury such evi-
dence as came to their hand, some of whom plainly-

appeared to have been put upon them by their ad-
versaries with a design to hurt. It was also mani-
fest, that the witnesses produced for Mr. A—y,
were such as could have no manner of connexion
with him, nor any dependence whatsoever upon
him, to influence their evidence; for the far greatest
part of them had never seen him from his infancy
till the trial began ; and manv of them, though

poor, and undignified with the title of colonels,
were people of unblemished character, of great
simplicity, and such as no man in his senses would
pitch upon to support a bad cause. It is plain that
the jury, whose well-known honour, impartiality,
and penetration, must be revered by all who are
acquainted with them, were not under the least

difficulty about their verdict ; for they were not
enclosed above half an hour, when they returned
with it. These gentlemen could not help observ-
ing the great inequality of the parties engaged, the
great advantages that the uncle had in every other
respect, except the truth and justice of his case, over
the nephew, by means of his vast possessions, and
of his power and influence all round the place of
his birth ; nor could the contrast between the diffe-

rent geniuses of the two parties escape their ob-
servation. They could not but see and conclude,
that a person who had confessedly transported and
sold his orphan nephew into slavery—who, on his
return, had carried on so unwarrantable and cruel
a prosecution to take away his life under colour of
law, and who had also given such glaring proofs of
his skill and dexterity in the management of wit-
nesses for that cruel purpose, was in like manner
capable of exerting the same happy talent on this
occasion, when his all was at stake ; more espe-
cially, as he had so many others who were equally
interested with himself, and whose abilities in that
respect fell nothing short of his own, to second him
in it. The gentlemen of the jury had also a near
view of the manner in which the witnesses delivered
their testimonies, and had from thence an oppor-
tunity of observing many circumstances, and dis-

tinguishing characteristics of truth and falsehood,
from which a great deal could be gathered, that
could not be adequately conveyed by any printed
account, how exact soever

; consequently, they
must have been much better judges of the evidence
on which they founded their verdict, than any per-
son who had not the same opportunity, can pos-
sibly be.

These, Mr. Pickle, were my reflections on what
I had occasion to observe concerning that famous
trial

; and, on my return to England two years
alter, I could not help pitying the self-sufficiency
of some people, who, at this distance, pretended to
pass their judgment on that verdict with as great
positiveness as if they had been in the secrets of
the cause, or upon the jury who tried it; and that
from no better authority than the declamations of
Lord A—a's emissaries, and some falsified printed
accounts, artfully cooked up on purpose to mislead
and deceive.

But to return from this digression. Lord A—a,
the defendant in that cause, was so conscious of the
strength and merits of his injured nephew's case,
and that a verdict would go against him, that he
ordered a writ of error to be made out before the
trial was ended; and the verdict was no sooner
given, than he immediately lodged it, though he
well knew he had no manner of error to assign.
This expedient was practised merely for vexation
and delay, in order to keep Mr. A—y, from the
possession of the small estate he had recovered by
the verdict, that, his slender funds being exhausted,
he might be deprived of other means to prosecute
his right ; and by the most oppressive contrivances
and scandalous chicanery, it has been kept up to
this day, without his being able to assign the least

I

shadow of any error. .
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Lord A—a was not the only antagonist that Mr.

A—y had to deal -with ; all the different branches

of the A—a family, who had been worrying one

another at law ever since the death of the late Earl

ofA—a, about the partition of his great estate, were

now firmly united in an association against this

unfortunate gentleman ; mutual deeds were exe-

cuted among them, by which many great lordships

and estates were given up by the uncle to persons

who had no right to possess them, in order to en-

gage them to side with him against his nephew, in

withholding the unjust possession of the remainder.

These confederates having held several con-

sultations against their common enemy, and finding

that his cause gathered daily strength since the

trial, by the accession of many witnesses of figure

and reputation, who had not been heard of before,

and that the only chance they had to prevent the

speedy establishment of his right, and their own
destruction, was by stripping Mr. M of the

little money that yet remained, and by stopping all

further resources whereby he might be enabled to

proceed ; they therefore came to a determined re-

solution to carry that hopeful scheme into execu-

tion ; and, in pursuance thereof, they have left no

expedient or stratagem, how extraordinary or

scandalous soever, unpractised, to distress Mr.

A—y and that gentleman. For that end, all the

oppressive arts and dilatory expensive contrivances

that the fertile invention of the lowest pettifoggers

of the law could possibly devise, have with dexterity-

been played off against them, in fruitless quibbling,

and malicious suits, entirely foreign to the merits

of the cause. Not to mention numberless other

acts of oppression, the most extraordinary and un-

precedented proceeding, by means whereof this

sham writ of error hath been kept on foot ever

since November 1743, is to me, said the doctor, a

most flagrant instance not only of the prevalency

of power and money (when employed, in the pre-

sent case, against an unfortunate helpless man, dis-

abled, as he is, of the means of ascertaining his

right), but of the badness of a cause, that hath

recourse to so many iniquitous expedients to sup-

port it.

In a word, the whole conduct of Lord A—a and
his partv, from the beginning to this time, hath

been such as sufficiently manifests that it could

proceed from no other motives than a conscious-

ness of Mr. A—y's right, and of their own illegal

usurpations, and from a terror of trusting the

merits of their case to a fair discussion by the laws

of their country ; and that the intention and main
drift of all their proceedings plainly tends to stifle

and smother the merits of the case from the know-
ledge of the world, by oppressive arts and ingenious

delays, rather than trust it to the candid determi-

nation of an honest jury. What else could be the

motives of kidnapping the claimant, and transport-

ing him when an infant ? of the various attempts

made upon his life since his return ? of the at-

tempts to divest him of all assistance to ascertain

his right, by endeavouring so solicitously to pre-

vail on Mr. M to abandon him in the begin-

ning ? of retaining an army of counsel before any
suit had been commenced? of the many sinister

attempts to prevent the trial at bar ? of the various

arts made use of to terrify any one from appearing
as witness for the claimant, and to seduce those

who had appeared? of the shameless, unprecedented,

low tricks now practised, to keep him out of the

possession of that estate for which he had obtained

the verdict, thereby to disable him from bringing

his cause to a further hearing ; and of the attempts

made to buy up Mr. M -s debts, and to spirit

up suits against him ? Is it not obvious from all

these circumstances, as well as from the obstruction

they have given to the attorney-general's proceed-

ing to make a report to his majesty on the

claimant's petition to the king for the peerage,

which was referred by his majesty to that gentle-

man, so far back as 1743, that all their efforts are

bent to that one point, of stifling, rather than suf-

fering the merits of this cause to come to a fair and

candid hearing ; and that the sole consideration at

present between them and this unfortunate man is

not whether he is right or wrong, but whether he

shall or shall not find money to bring this cause to

a final determination ?

Lord A—a and his confederates, not thinking

themselves safe with all these expedients, while

there was a possibility of their antagonist's obtain-

ing any assistance from such as humanity, com-

passion, generosity, or a love of justice, might

induce to lay open their purses to his assistance in

ascertaining his right, have, by themselves and

their numerous emissaries, employed all the arts of

calumny, slander, and detraction against him, by
traducing his cause, vilifying his person, and most

basely and cruelly tearing his character to pieces,

by a thousand misrepresentations, purposely in-

vented and industriously propagated in all places

of resort, which is a kind, of cowardly assassination

that there is no guarding against; yet, in spite of

all these machinations, and the shameful indiffer-

ence of mankind, who stand aloof unconcerned,

and see this unhappy gentleman most inhumanly

oppressed by the weight of lawless power and fac-

tion, M , far from suffering himself to be de-

jected by the multiplying difficulties that crowd

upon him, still exerts himself with amazing forti-

tude and assiduity, and will, I doubt not, bring the

affair he began and carried on with so much spirit,

while his finances lasted, to a happy conclusion.

It would exceed the bounds of my intention, and.

perhaps, trespass too much upon your time, were I

to enumerate the low artifices and shameful quib-

bles by which the usurper has found means to

procrastinate the decision of the contest between

him and his hapless nephew, or to give a detail of

the damage and perplexity which Mr. M has

sustained, and been involved in by the treachery

and ingratitude of some who listed themselves un-

der him, in the prosecution of this affair, and by

the villany of others, who, under various pretences

of material discoveries they had to make, &c. had

fastened themselves upon him, and continued to do

all the mischief in their power, until the cloven

foot was detected.

One instance, however, is so flagrantly flagiti-

ous, that I cannot resist the inclination I feel to

relate it, as an example of the most infernal perfidy

that perhaps ever entered the human heart. I have

already mentioned the part which H—n acted in

the beginning of M 's connexion with the un-

fortunate stranger, and hinted that the said H—

n

lay under many obligations to that gentleman be-

fore Mr. A—y's arrival in England. He had been

chief agent to Lord A—a, and, as it afterwards

appeared, received several payments of a secret

pension which that lord enjoyed, for which he

either could not or would not account. His lord-



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 4iJ

ship, therefore, in order to compel biin to it, took
out writs against him, and his house was continually

surrounded with catchpoles for the space of two
whole years.

Mr. M believing, from H—n's own account
of the matter, that the poor man was greatly in-

jured, and prosecuted on account of his attachment
to the unhappy young gentleman, did him all the

good offices in his power, and became security for

him on several occasions
;

nay, such was his

opinion of his integrity, that, after Mr. A—y was
cleared of the prosecution carried on against him
by his uncle, his person was trusted to the care of
this hypocrite, who desired that the young gentle-

man might lodge at bis house for the convenience
of air, M 's own occasions calling him often
into the country.

Having thus, by his consummate dissimulation,

acquired such a valuable charge, he wrote a letter

to one of Lord A—a's attorneys, offering to betray
Mr. A— y, provided his lordship would settle his

account, and give him a discharge for eight hun-
dred pounds of the pension, which he had received,
and not accounted for. Mr. M , informed of
this treacherous proposal, immediately removed
his lodger from his house into his own, without as-

signing his reasons for so doing, until he was
obliged to declare it, in order to free himself from
the importunities of II—n, who earnestly solicited

his return. This miscreant finding himself de-
tected and disappointed in his villanous design, was
so much enraged at his miscarriage, that, forgetting
all the benefits he had received from M for a
series of years, he practised all the mischief that
his malice could contrive against him ; and at

length entered into a confederacy with one
G—st—ey, and several other abandoned wretches,
who, as before said, under various pretences of
being able to make material discoveries, and other-
wise to serve the cause, had found means to be em-
ployed in some extra business relating to it, though
their real intention was to betray the claimant.

These confederates, in conjunction with some
other auxiliaries of infamous character, being in-

formed that Mr. M was on the point of secur-
ing a considerable sum, to enable him to prosecute
Mr. A—y's right, and to bring it to a happy
conclusion, contrived a deep-laid scheme to disap-
point him in it, and at once to ruin the cause. And,
previous measures being taken for that wicked
purpose, they imposed upon the young gentleman's
inexperience and credulity, by insinuations equally
false, plausible, and malicious ; to which they at

length gained his belief, by the mention of some
circumstances that gave what they alleged an air of
probability, and even of truth. They swore that
Mr. M had taken out an action against him
for a very large sum of money ; that they had
actually seen the writ ; that the "intention of it was
to throw him into prison for life, and ruin his cause,
in consequence of an agreement made by him with
Lord A—a, and his other enemies, to retrieve the
money that he had laid out in the cause.

This plausible tale was enforced with such an air
of truth, candour, and earnest concern for his safety,
and was strengthened by so many imprecations and
corroborating circumstances of their invention, as
would have staggered one of much greater experi-
ence and knowledge of mankind than Mr. A—

y

couid be supposed at that time. The notion of per-
petual imprisonment, and the certain ruin they

made him believe his cause was threatened with,
worked upon his imagination to such a degree, that
he suffered himself to be led like a lamb to the
slaughter by this artful band of villains, who
secreted him at the lodgings of one Pr—nt—ce, an
intimate of G—st—ey's, for several days, under
colour of his being hunted by bailiffs employed by
Mr. M , where he was not only obliged by
them to change his name, but even his wife was
not suffered to have access to him.

Their design was to have sold him, or drawn him
into a ruinous compromise with his adversaries, for
a valuable consideration to themselves. But as no
ties are binding among such a knot of villains, the
rest of the conspirators werejockied by G—st—ey,
who, in order to monopolize the advantage to him-
self, hurried his prize into the country, and secreted
him even from his confederates, in a place of con-
cealment one hundred miles from Loudon, under
the same ridiculous pretence of M 's having
taken out a writ against him, and of bailiffs being
in pursuit of him everywhere round London.
He was no sooner there, than G—st—ey, as a

previous step to the other villany he intended,
tricked him out of a bond for six thousand pounds,
under colour ofhis having a person ready to advance
the like sum upon it, as an immediate fund for
carrying on his cause

; assuring him, at the same
time, that he had a set of gentlemen ready, who
were willing to advance twenty-five thousand
pounds more for the same purpose, and to allow
him five hundred pounds a-year for his mainte-
nance, till his cause should be made an end of,

provided that Mr. M should have no further
concern with him and his cause.
Mr. A—y, having by this time received some

intimations of the deceit that had been put upon
him, made answer, that he should look upon him-
self as a very ungrateful monster indeed, if he de-
serted a person who had saved his life, and so
generously ventured his own, together with his
fortune, in his cause, until he should first be certain
of the truth of what was alleged of him, and abso-
lutely rejected the proposal. G—st—ey, who had
no other view in making it, than to cover the secret
villany he meditated against him, and to facilitate

the execution thereof, easily receded from it, when
he found Mr. A—y so averse to it, and under-
took nevertheless to raise the money, adding, that
he might if he pleased, return to Mr. M when-
ever it was secured. - The whole drift of this pre-
tended undertaking to raise the twenty-five thousand
pounds, was only to lay a foundation for a dexter-
ous contrivance to draw Mr. A—y unwarily into
the execution of a deed, relinquishing all his" right
and title, under a notion of its being a deed to se-
cure the repayment of that sum.
G—st—ey having, as he imagined, so far paved

the way for the execution of such a deed, enters into
an agreement with an agent, employed for that
purpose by Mr. A—y's adversaries, purporting,
that, in consideration of the payment of a bond for
six thousand pounds, which he, G—st—ey, had, as
he pretended, laid out in Mr.A—y's cause, and of
an annuity of seven hundred pounds a-year, he was
to procure for them from Mr. A—y a deed readv
executed, relinquishing all right and title to the
A—a estate and honours. Every thing being
prepared lor the execution of this infernal scheme,
unknown to Mr. A—y, G—st—ey then thought
proper to send for bim "to town from his retirement.
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in order, as he pretended, to execute a security of

twenty-five thousand pounds.

This intended victim to that villain's avarice no
sooner arrived in town, full of hopes of money to

carry on his cause, and of agreeably surprising his

friend and protector Mr. M , with so seasonable

and unexpected a reinforcement, than an unfore-

seen difficulty arose, concerning the payment of

G—st—ey's six thousand pound bond. That money
was to have been raised out of the pstate of a lunatic,

which could not be done without the leave of the

Court of Chancery, to whom an account must have
been given of the intended application of it. While
preparations were making to rectify this omission,

G—st—ey immediately carried Mr. A—y again

into the country, lest he should happen to be unde-

ceived by some means or other. In the mean time,

this wicked machination was providentially disco-

vered by Mr. M , before it could be carried into

execution, by means of the jealousies that arose

among the conspirators themselves ; and was, at

the same time, confirmed to him by a person whom
the very agent for the A—a party had intrusted

with the secret. M no sooner detected it, than

he communicated his discovery to one of Mr. A—y's

counsel, a man of great worth, and immediately

thereupon took proper measures to defeat it. He
then found means to lay open to Mr. A—y himself

the treacherous scheme that was laid for his destruc-

tion. He was highly sensible of it, and could never
afterwards reflect on the snare that he had so un-

warily been drawn into, and had so narrowly

escaped, without a mixture of horror, shame, and
gratitude to his deliverer.

The consummate assurance of the monsters who
were engased in this plot, after they had been de-

tected, and upbraided with their treachery, is scarce

to be paralleled ; for they not only owned the fact of

spiriting Mr. A—y away in the manner above
mentioned, but justified their doing it as tending

to his service. They also maintained, that they had
actually secured the twenty-five thousand pounds
for him, though they never could name any one
person who was to have advanced the money. No
man was more active in this scheme than H—n, nor
any man more solicitous to keep Mr. A—y up in

the false impressions he had received, or in project-

ing methods to ruin his protector, than he.

Among many other expedients for that purpose,

a most malicious attempt was made to lodge an
information against him, for treasonable practices,

with the secretary of state, notwithstanding the re-

peated proofs he had given of his loyalty ; and, as

a preparatory step to his accusation, a letter, which
this traitor dictated, was copied by another person,

and actually sent to the Earl of C—d, importing,

that the person who copied the letter had an affair

of consequence to communicate to his lordship, if

he would appoint a time of receiving the informa-

tion. But that person, upon full conviction of the

villany of the scheme, absolutely refused to pro-

ceed further in it ; so that his malice once more
proved abortive ; and before he had time to

execute any other contrivance of the same nature,

he was imprisoned in this very jail for debt.

Here, finding his creditors inexorable, and him-
self destitute of all other resource, he made applica-

tion to the very man whom he had injured in such
an outrageous manner, set forth his deplorable case

in the most pathetic terms, and entreated him, with
the most abject humility, to use his influence in his

behalf. The distress of this varlet immediately
disarmed M of his resentment, and even
excited his compassion. Without sending any
answer to his remonstrances, he interceded for him
with his creditors ; and the person to whom he was
chiefly indebted, refusing to release him without

security, this unwearied benefactor joined with the

prisoner in a bond for above two hundred and forty

pounds, for which he obtained his release.

He was no sooner discharged, however, than he
entered into fresh combinations with G—st—ey
and others, in order to thwart his deliverer in his

schemes of raising money, and otherwise to distress

and deprive him of liberty ; for which purpose, no
art or industry, perjury not excepted, hath been
spared. And, what is still more extraordinary, this

perfidious monster having found money to take up
the bond, in consequence of which he regained his

freedom, hath procured a writ against M ,
upon

that very obligation ; and taken assignments to

some other debts of that gentleman, with the same
christian intention. But hitherto he hath, by sur-

prising sagacity and unshaken resolution, baffled

all their infernal contrivances, and retorted some of

their machinations on their own heads. At this

time, when he is supposed by some, and represented

by others, as under the circumstances of oblivion

and despondence, he proceeds in his design with

the utmost calmness and intrepidity, meditating

schemes, and ripening measures, that will one day
confound his enemies, and attract the notice and
admiration of mankind."

Peregrine, having thanked the priest for his

obliging information, expressed his surprise at the

scandalous inattention of the world to an affair of

such importance
;
observing, that, by such inhuman

neglect, this unfortunate young gentleman, Mr.
A—y, was absolutely deprived of all the benefit

of society ; the sole end of which is, to protect the

rights, redress the grievances, and promote the

happiness of individuals. As for the character of

M , he said, it was so romantically singular in

all its circumstances, that, though other motives

were wanting, curiosity alone would induce him to

seek his acquaintance. But he did not at all wonder
at the ungrateful returns which had been made to

his generosity by H—n and many others, whom
he had served in a manner that few, besides himself,

would have done ; for he had been long convinced

of the truth conveyed in these lines of a celebrated

Italian author :

Li beneficii, die per la loro grandezza, non pnonno

esser guiderdonati,con lascelerala moneta deW ingra-

titudme, sono pagati.
" The story which you have related of that young

gentleman," said he, " bears a very strong resem-

blance to the fate of a Spanish nobleman, as it was
communicated to me by one of his own intimate

friends at Paris. The Countess d'AIvarez died

immediately after the birth of a son, and the hits-

band surviving her but three years, the child was

left sole heir to the honours and estate, under the

guardianship of his uncle, who had a small fortune

and a great many children. This inhuman relation,

coveting the wealth of his infant ward, formed a

design against the life of the helpless orphan, and

trusted the execution of it to his valet-de-chambre,

who was tempted to undertake the murder by the

promise of a considerable reward. He accordingly

stabbed the boy with a knife in three different

daces, on the right side of his neck ; but, as he
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was not used to such barbarous attempts, his
hand failed in the performance ; and he was seized
with such remorse, that, perceiving the wounds
were not mortal, he carried the hapless victim to
the house of a surgeon, by whose care they were
healed

;
and, in the mean time, that he might not

forfeit his recompense, found means to persuade his
employer, that his orders were performed. A
bundle being made up for the purpose, was publicly
interred as the body of the child, who was said to
have been been suddenly carried off by a convul-
sion

; and the uncle, without opposition, succeeded
to his honours and estate. The boy being cured of
his hurts, was, about the age of six, delivered, with
a small sum of money, to a merchant just embark-
ing for Turkey; who was given to understand,
that he was the bastard of a man of quality; and
that for family reasons, it was necessary to conceal
his birth.

While the unfortunate orphan remained in this
deplorable state of bondage, all the children of the
usurper died one after another; and he himself
being taken dangerously ill, attributed all his afflic-

tions to the just judgment of God, and communi-
cated his anxiety on that subject to the valet-de-
chambre, who had been employed in the murder
of his nephew. That domestic, in order to quiet his
master's conscience, and calm the perturbation of
his spirits, confessed what he had done, and gave
him hopes of still finding the boy by dint of in-
dustry and expense. The unhappy child being the
only hope of the family of Alvarez, the uncle imme-
diately ordered a minute inquiry to be set on foot

;

in consequence of which he was informed, that the
orphan had been sold to a Turk, who had after-
wards transferred him to an English merchant, by
whom he was conveyed to London.
An express was immediately despatched to this

capital, where he understood that the unhappy
exile had, in consideration of his faithful services,
been bound apprentice to a French barber-surgeon

;

and, after he had sufficiently qualified himself in
that profession, been received into the family of
the Count de Gallas, at that time the Emperor's
ambassador at the court of London. From the
house of this nobleman he was traced into the ser-
vice of Count d'Oberstorf, where he had married
his lady's chambermaid, and then gone to settle as
a surgeon in Bohemia.
In the course of these inquiries, several years

elapsed ; his uncle, who was very much attached
to the house of Austria, lived at Barcelona, where
the father of this Empress Queen resided in that
city, and lent him a very considerable sum of
money in the most pressing emergency of his
affairs ; and when that prince was on the point of
returning to Germany, the old Count, finding his
end approaching, sent his father confessor to his
majesty, with a circumstantial account of the
barbarity he had practised against his nephew, for
which he implored forgiveness, and begged he
would give orders, that the orphan, when found,
should inherit the dignities and fortune which he
had unjustly usurped.

His majesty assured the old man, that he might
make himself easy on that score, and ordered the
confessor to follow him to Vienna, immediately
after the Count's death, in order to assist his en-
deavours in finding out the injured heir. The
priest did not fail to yield obedience to this com-
mand. He informed himself of certain natural

marks on the young Count's body, which were
known to the nurse and women who attended him
in his infancy ; and, with a gentleman whom the
Emperor ordered to accompany him, set out for
Bohemia, where he soon found the object of his
inquiry, in the capacity of major domo to a noble-
man of that country, he having quitted his profes-
sion of surgery for that office.

_
He was not a little surprised, when he found

himself circumstantially catechised about the par-
ticulars of his life, by persons commissioned for
that purpose by the Emperor. He told them, that
he was absolutely ignorant of his own birth, though
he had been informed, during his residence in
Turkey, that he was the bastard of a Spanish
grandee, and gave them a minute detail of the pil-
grimage he had undergone. This information
agreeing with the intelligence which the priest had
already received, and being corroborated by the
marks upon his body, and the very scars of the
wounds which had been inflicted upon him in his
infanc}', the confessor, without further hesitation,
saluted him by the name of Count d'Alvarez,
grandee of Spain, and explained the whole mystery
of his fortune.

If he was agreeably amazed at this explanation,
the case was otherwise with his wife, who thought
herself in great danger of - being abandoned by an
husband of such high rank ; but he immediately
dispelled her apprehension, by assuring her, that,
as she had shared in his adversity, she should also
partake of his good fortune. He set out imme-
diately for Vienna, to make his acknowledgments
to the Emperor, who favoured him with a very-
gracious reception, promised to use his influence,
so that he might enjoy the honours and estate of his
family, and in the mean time acknowledged himself
his debtor for four hundred thousand florins, which
he had borrowed from his uncle. He threw him-
self at the feet of his august protector, expressed
the most grateful sense of his goodness, and begged
he might be permitted to settle in some of his Im-
perial Majesty's dominions.

This request was immediately granted ; he was
allowed to purchase land in any part of the here-
ditary dominions of the house of Austria, to the
amount of the sum I have mentioned ; and made
choice of the country of Ratibor in Silesia, where,
in all probability, he still resides."

Peregrine had scarce finished the narrative, when
he perceived Mr. M slip something into the
hand of the young man with whom he had been
conversing at the other end of the room, and rise
up from the table in order to take his leave. He
at once understood the meaning of this conveyance,
and longed for an opportunity to be acquainted
with such a rare instance of primitive benevolence

;

but the consciousness of his present situation hin-
dered him from making any advance that might
be construed into forwardness or presumption.

CHAPTER XCIX.
He is surprised with the Appearance of Hatchway and Pipes,
who take up their Habitation in his Neighbourhood, con-

trary to his Inclination and express Desire.

Being now regularly initiated in the mysteries of
the Fleet, and reconciled in some measure to the
customs of the place, he began to bear the edge of
reflection without wincing ; and thinking it would
be highly imprudent in him to defer any longer
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the purposes by -which only he could enjoy any

ease and satisfaction in his confinement, he resolved

to resume his task of translating, and every week

compose an occasional paper, by way of revenge

upon the minister, against whom he had denounced

eternal war. With this view, he locked himself up

in his chamber, and went to work with great

eagerness and application ; when he was interrupted

by a ticket porter, who, putting a letter in his

hand, vanished in a moment, before he had time to

peruse the contents.

Our hero, opening the billet, was not a little

surprised to find a bank note for fifty pounds, en-

closed in a blank sheet of paper; and having

exercised his memory and penetration on the subject

of this unexpected windfall, had just concluded,

that it could come from no other hand than the

lady who had so kindly visited him a few days

before, when his ears were suddenly invaded by

the well known sound of that whistle which always

hung about the neck of Pipes, as a memorial of his

former occupation. This tune being performed,

he heard the noise of a wooden leg ascending the

stair ; upon which he opened his door, and beheld his

friend Hatchwav, with his old shipmate at his back.

After a cordial shake of the hand, with the usual

salutation of, " What cheer, cousin Pickle ? " honest

Jack seated himself without ceremony; and casting

his eves around the apartment, "Split my top-

staysail," said he, with an arch sneer, " you have

got into a snug berth, cousin. Here you may sit all

weathers, without being turned out to take your

watch, and no fear of the ship's dragging her

anchor. You han't much room to spare, 'tis true.

An' I had known as how you stowed so close, Tom
should have slung my own hammock for you,

and then you mought have knocked down this

great lubberly hurricane house. But, mayhap, you

turn in double, and so you don't choose to trust

yourself and vour doxy to a clew and canvas."

Pickle bore his jokes with great good humour,

rallied him in his turn about the dairy-maid at the

garrison, inquiring about his friends in the country,

asked if he had been to visit his niece, and, finally,

expressed a desire of knowing the cause of his

journey to London ? The lieutenant satisfied his

curiosity in all these particulars; and, in answer to

the last'question, observed, that, from the informa-

tion of Pipes, understanding he was land-locked,

he had come from the country in order to tow him

into the ofling. " I know not how the wind sets,"

said he, "but if so be as three thousand pounds

will bring von clear of the cape, say the word, and

you shan't'lie wind-bound another glass for want

of the money."
,

This was an offer which few people in our hero s

situation would have altogether refused, especially

as he had all the reason in the world to believe,

that, far from being a vain unmeaning compliment,

it was the genuine'tribute of friendship, which the

lieutenant would have willingly, aye, and with

pleasure, paid. Nevertheless, Peregrine peremp-

torily refused his assistance, though not without

expressing himself in terms of acknowledgment

suitable to the occasion. He told him, it would be

time enough to make use of his generosity, when

he should find himself destitute of all other resource.

Jack employed all his rhetoric, with a view of

persuading him to take this opportunity to procure

his own enlargement; and, finding his arguments

ineffectual, insisted upon his accepting an immediate

supply for his necessary occasions ;
swearing with

great"vehemence, that he would never return to

the garrison, unless he would put him upon the

footing of any other tenant, and receive his rent

accordingly.

Our young gentleman as positively swore, that

he never would consider him in that light; re-

monstrating, that he had long ago settled the house

upon him for life, as a pledge of his own esteem, as

well as in conformity with the commodore's desire

;

and beseeching him to return to his usual avocations,

protested that, if ever his situation should subject

him to the necessity of borrowing from his friends,

Mr. Hatchway should be the first man to whom he

would apply himself for succour. To convince him

that this was not the case at present, he produced

the bank note which he had received in the letter,

together with his own ready money ; and mentioned

some other funds, which he invented extempore, in

order to amuse the lieutenant's concern. In the

close of this expostulation, he desired Pipes to

conduct Mr. Hatchway to the coffeehouse, where

he might amuse himself with the newspaper for

half an hour ;
during which he would put on his

clothes, and bespeak something for dinner, that

they might enjoy each other's company as long as

his occasions would permit him to stay in that place.

The two sailors were no sooner gone, than he

took up the pen, and wrote the following letter, in

which he enclosed the bank note to his generous

benefactress :

'• Madam,—Your humanity is not more ingenious than

my suspicion. In vain you attempt to impose upon me by

an act of generosity, which no person upon earth but your

ladyship is capable of committing. Though your name was

not subscribed on the paper, your sentiments were fully dis-

played in the contents, which 1 must beg leave to restore,

with the same sense of gratitude, and for the same reasons

I expressed when last I had the honour to converse with you

upon this subject. Though I am deprived of my liberty by

the villany and ingratitude of mankind, I am not yet destitute

of the other conveniences of life; and therefore beg to be

excused for incurring an unnecessary addition to that load

of obligation you have already laid upon, Madam, your lady-

ship's most devoted humble servant.
" Peregeise Pickle.

Having dressed himself, and repaired to the

place of appointment, he despatched this epistle by

the hands of Pipes, who was ordered to leave it at

her ladyship's house, without staying for an answer;

and in "the mean time gave directions for dinner,

which he and his friend Hatchway ate very cheer-

fully in his own apartment, after he had entertained

him" with a sight of all the curiosities in the place.

During their repast, Jack repeated his kind offers

to our adventurer, who declined them with his

former obstinacy, and begged he might be no more

importuned on that subject; but if he insisted upon

giving some fresh proofs of his friendship, he

might have an opportunity of exhibiting it in taking

Pipes under his care and protection ; for nothing

affected him so much as his inability to provide

for such a faithful adherent.

The lieutenant desired he would give himself no

trouble upon that score; he being, of his own accord,

perfectly well disposed to befriend his old ship-

mate, who should never want while he had a shilling

to spare. But he began to drop some hints of an

intention to fix his quarters in the Fleet, observing,

that the air seemed to be very good in that place,

and that he was tired of living in the country.

What he said did not amount to a plain declaration,

and therefore Peregrine did not answer it as such,

though he perceived his drift ; and took an oppor-
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tunity of describing the inconveniences of the
place, in such a manner as, he hoped, would deter
him from putting such an extravagant plan in
execution.

This expedient, however, far from answering the
end proposed, had a quite contrary effect, and
furnished Hatchway with an argument against his
own unwillingness to quit such a disagreeable place.
In all probability, Jack would have been more
explicit with regard to the scheme he had proposed,
if the conversation had not been interrupted by the
arrival of Cadwallader, who never failed in the
performance of his diurnal visit. Hatchway, con-
jecturing that this stranger might have some private
business with his friend, quitted the apartment, on
pretence of taking a turn ; and meeting Pipes at
the door, desired his company to the Bare, by which
name the open space is distinguished

; where, during
a course of perambulation, these two companions
held a council upon Pickle ; in consequence of
which it was determined, since he obstinately per-
sisted to refuse their assistance, that they should
take lodgings in his neighbourhood, with a view
of being at hand to minister unto his occasions, in
spite of his false delicacy, according to the emer-
gency of his affairs.

This resolution being taken, they consulted the
bar-keeper of the coffee-house about lodging, and
she directed them to the warden; to whom the
lieutenant, in his great wisdom, represented himself
as a kinsman to Peregrine, who, rather than leave
that young gentleman by himself to the unavoid-
able discomforts of a prison, was inclined to keep
him company, till such time as his affairs could be
put in order. This measure he the more anxiously
desired to take, because the prisoner was sometimes
subject to a disordered imagination, upon which
occasion he stood in need of extraordinary attend-
ance

; and therefore he, the lieutenant, entreated
the warden to accommodate him with a lodging for
himself and his servant, for which he was ready to
make any reasonable acknowledgment. The war-
den, who was a sensible and humane man, could
not help applauding his resolution

; and several
rooms being at that time unoccupied, he put him
immediately in possession of a couple, which were
forthwith prepared for his reception.

This affair being settled to his satisfaction, he
despatched Pipes for his portmanteau

; and, return-
ing to the coffee-house, found Peregrine, with whom
he spent the remaining part of the evening. Our
hero, taking it for granted that he proposed to set
out for the garrison next day, wrote a memoran-
dum of some books which he had left in that habi-
tation, and which he now desired Jack to send up
to town by the waggon, directed for Mr. Crabtree.
He cautioned him against giving the least hint of his
misfortune in the neighbourhood, that it might re-
main, as long as possible, concealed from the know-
ledge of his sister, who, he knew, would afflict
herself immoderately at the news, nor reach the
ears of the rest of his family, who would exult and
triumph over his distress.

Hatchway listened to his injunctions with great
attention, and promised to demean himself accord-
ingly. Then the discourse shifted to an agreeable
recapitulation of the merry scenes they had for-
merly acted together. And the evening being
yiretty far advanced, Peregrine, with seeming re-
luctance, told him that the gates of the Fleet would
in a few minutes be shut for the night, and that

there was an absolute necessity for his withdrawing
to his lodging. Jack replied, that he could not
think of parting with him so soon, after such a long
separation ; and that he was determined to stay
with him an hour or two longer, if he should be
obliged to take up his lodging in the streets.

Pickle, rather than disoblige his guest, indulged
him in his desire, and resolved to give him a share
of his own bed. A pair of chickens and asparagus
were bespoke for supper, at which Pipes attended
with an air of internal satisfaction ; and the bottle

was bandied about in a jovial manner till midnight,
when the lieutenant rose up to take his leave, ob-
serving, that, being fatigued with riding, he was
inclined to turn in. Pipes, upon this intimation,

produced a lanthorn ready lighted; and Jack,
shaking his entertainer by the hand, wished him
good night, and promised to visit him again betimes
in the morning.

Peregrine, imagining that his behaviour pro-
ceeded from the wine, which he had plentifully
drank, told him, that, if he was disposed to sleep,

his bed was ready prepared in the room, and
ordered his attendant to undress his master

; upon
which Mr. Hatchway gave him to understand, that
he had no occasion to incommode his friend, having
already provided a lodging for himself ; and the
young gentleman demanding an explanation, he
frankly owned what he had done, saying, " You
gave me such a dismal account of the place, that I
could not think of leaving you in it without com-
pany." Our young gentleman, who was naturally
impatient of benefits, and foresaw that this uncom-
mon instance of Hatchway's friendship would en-
croach upon the plan which he had formed for his
own subsistence, by engrossing his time and atten-
tion, so as that he should not be able to prosecute
his labours, closeted the lieutenant next day, and
demonstrated to him the folly and ill consequences
of the step he had taken. He observed, that the
world in general would look upon it as the effect

of mere madness; and, if his relations were so dis-

posed, they might make it the foundation for a
statute of lunacy against him ; that his absence from
the garrison must be a very great detriment to his
private affairs

; and, lastly, that his presence in the
Fleet would be a very great hindrance to Pickle
himself, whose hope of regaining his liberty alto-

gether depended upon his being detached from all

company and interruption.

To these remonstrances Jack replied, that, as to
the opinion of the world, it was no more to him
than a rotten net-line ; and if his relations had a
mind to have his upper works condemned, he did
not doubt but he should be able to stand the survey,
without being declared unfit for service; that he
had no affairs at the garrison, but such as would
keep cold ; and with regard to Pickle's being in-
terrupted by his presence, he gave him his word,
that he would never come alongside of him, except
when he should give him the signal for holding
discourse. In conclusion, he signified his resolution
to stay where he was, at all events, without making
himself accountable to any person whatsoever.

Peregrine seeing him determined, desisted from
any further importunity; resolving, however, to
tire him out of his plan by reserve and supercilious
neglect ; for he could not bear the thought of being
so notoriously obliged by any person upon earth.
With this view he quitted the lieutenant, upon some
slight pretence; after having told him, that he

E E
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could not have the pleasure of his company at din-

ner, because he was engaged with a particular club

of his fellow-prisoners.

Jack was a stranger to the punctilios of behaviour,

and therefore did not take this declaration amiss
;

but had immediate recourse to the advice of his

counsellor, Mr. Pipes, who proposed, that he should

go to the coffee-house and kitchen, and give the

people to understand that he would pay for all such

liquor and provisions as Mr. Pickle should order to

be sent to his own lodging. This expedient was
immediately practised ; and as there was no credit

in the place, Hatchway deposited a sum of money,

by way of security, to the cook and the vintner,

intimating, that there was a necessity for taking

that method of befriending his cousin Peregrine,

who was subject to strange whims, that rendered it

impossible to serve him any other way.

In consequence of these insinuations, it was that

same day rumoured about the Fleet, that Mr. Pickle

was an unhappy gentleman disordered in his under-

standing, and that the lieutenant was his near

relation, who had subjected himself to the incon-

venience of living in a jail, with the sole view of

keeping a strict eye over his conduct. This report,

however, did not reach the ears of our hero till the

next day, when he sent one of the runners of the

Fleet, who attended him, to bespeak and pay for a

couple of pullets, and something else for dinner, to

which he had already invited his friend Hatchway,
in hope of being able to persuade him to retire into

the country, after he had undergone a whole day's

mortification in the place. The messenger returned

with an assurance, that the dinner should be made
ready according to his directions, and restored the

money, observing, that his kinsman had paid for

what was bespoke.

Peregrine was equally surprised and disgusted at

this information, and resolved to chide the lieu-

tenant severely for his unseasonable treat, which he
considered as a thing repugnant to his reputation.

Meanwhile, he despatched his attendant, for wine
to the coffee-house, and finding his credit bolstered

up in that place by the same means, was enraged at

the presumption of Jack's friendship. He ques-

tioned the valet about it with such manifestation of

displeasure, that the fellow, afraid of disobliging

such a good master, frankly communicated the

story which was circulated at his expense. The
young gentleman was so much incensed at this

piece of intelligence, that he wrote a bitter expos-

tulation to the lieutenant, where he not only re-

tracted his invitation, but declared that he would
never converse with him while he should remain
within the place.

Having thus obeyed the dictates of his anger, he
gave notice to the cook, that he should not have
occasion for what was ordered. Repairing to the

coffee-house, he told the landlord, that whereas he
understood the stranger with the wooden leg had
prepossessed him and others with ridiculous notions,

tending to bring the sanity of his intellects in ques-

tion, and, to confirm this imputation, had, under
the pretence of consanguinity, undertaken to defray

his expenses ; he could not help, in justice to him-
self, declaring, that the same person was, in reality,

the madman, who had given his keepers the slip ;

that, therefore, he, the landlord, would not find his

account in complying with his orders, and encou-
raging him to frequent his house ; and that, for his

own part, he would never enter the door, or favour

him with the least trifle of his custom, if ever he

should for the future find himself anticipated in his

payments by that unhappy lunatic.

The vintner was confounded at this retorted

charge ;
and, after much perplexity and delibera-

tion, concluded, that both parties were distracted ;

the stranger in paying a man's debts against his will,

and Pickle, in being offended at such forwardness

of friendship.

CHAPTER C.

These Associates commit an Assault upon Crabtree, for which

they are banished from the Fleet. Peregrine begins to feel

the effects of Confinement.

Our adventurer having dined at an ordinary, and in

the afternoon retired to his own apartment, as usual,

with his friend Cadwallader, Hatchway and his asso-

ciate, after they had been obliged to discuss the

provision for which they had paid, renewed their

conference upon the old subject, Pipes giving his

messmate to understand, that Peregrine's chief con-

fident was the old deaf bachelor, whom he had seen

at his lodging the preceding day. Mr. Hatchway,
in his great penetration, discovered, that the young
gentleman's obstinacy proceeded from the advice of

the misanthrope, whom, for that reason, it was their

business to chastise. Pipes entered into this opinion

the more willingly, as he had all along believed the

senior to be a sort of wizard, or some caco-demon,

whom it was notvery creditable to be acquainted with.

Indeed, he had been inspired with this notion by the

insinuations of Hadgi, who had formerly dropt some
hints touching Crabtree's profound knowledge in the

magic art
;
mentioning, in particular, his being pos-

sessed of the philosopher's stone ; an assertion to

which Tom had given implicit credit, un'il his

master was sent to prison for debt, when he could

no longer suppose Cadwallader lord of such a valu-

able secret, or else he would have certainly procured

the enlargement of his most intimate friend.

With these sentiments, he espoused the resent-

ment of Hatchway. They determined to seize the

supposed conjurer, with the first opportunity, on

his return from his visit to Peregrine, and, without

hesitation, exercise upon him the discipline of the

pump. This plan they would have executed that

same evening, had not the misanthrope luckily with-

drawn himself, by accident, before it was dark, and

even before they had intelligence of his retreat.

But, next day, they kept themselves upon the watch

till he appeared, and Pipes lifting his hat, as Crab-

tree passed, "O d—n ye, old Duuny," said he, "you
and I must grapple by and bye ; and a'gad I shall

lie so near your quarter, that your ear ports will

let in the sound, tho'f they are double caulked with

oakum."
The misanthrope's ears were not quite so fast

closed, but that they received this intimation;

which, though delivered in terms that he did not

well understand, had such an effect upon his appre-

hension, that he signified his doubts to Peregrine,

observing, that he did not much like the looks of that

same ruffian with the wooden leg. Pickle assured

him, he had nothing to fear from the two sailors,

who could have no cause of resentment against him j

or, if they had, would not venture to take any step,

which they knew must block up all the avenues to

that reconcilement, about which they were so

anxious ;
and, moreover, give such offence to the

governor of the place as would infallibly induce hua

to expel them both from his territories.
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Notwithstanding this assurance, the young gentle-
man was not so confident of the lieutenant's dis-
cretion, as to believe that Crabtree's fears were
altogether without foundation ; he forthwith con-
jectured that Jack had taken umbrage at an intimacy
from which he found himself excluded, and imputed
his disgrace to the insinuations of Cadwallader,
whom, in all likelihood, he intended to punish for
his supposed advice. He knew his friend could
sustain no great damage from the lieutenant's re-
sentment, iu a place which he could immediately
alarm with his cries, and therefore wished he might
fall into the snare, because it would furnish him
with a pretence of complaint ; in consequence of
which, the sailors would be obliged to shift their
quarters, so as that he should be ridof theircompany,
in which he at present could find no enjoyment.
Every thing happened as he had foreseen ; the

misanthrope, in his retreat from Peregrine's cham-
ber, was assaidted by Hatchway and his associate,
who seized him by the collar without ceremony,
and began to drag him towards the pump, at which
they would have certainly complimented him with
a very disagreeable bath, had not he exalted his
voice in such a manner, as in a moment brought
a number of the inhabitants, and Pickle himself, to
his aid. The assailants would have persisted in
their design, had the opposition been such as they
could have faced with any possibility of success :

nor did they quit their prey, before a dozen, at
least, had come to his rescue, and Peregrine, with a
menacing aspect and air of authority, commanded
his old valet to withdraw. Then they thought proper
to sheer off, and betake themselves to close quarters,
while our hero accompanied the affrighted Cadwal-
lader to the gate, and exhibited to the warden a
formal complaint against the rioters, upon whom he
retorted the charge of lunacy, which was supported
by the evidence of twenty persons, who had been
eye-witnesses of the outrage committed against the
old gentleman.
The governor, in consequence of this information,

sent a message to Mr. Hatchway, warning him to
move his lodgings next day, on pain of being ex-
pelled. The lieutenant contumaciously refusing to
comply with this intimation, was in the morning
while he amused himself in walking upon the Bare]
suddenly surrounded by the constables of the court]
who took him and his adherent prisoners, before
they were aware, and delivered them into the hands
of the turnkeys, by whom they were immediately
dismissed, and their baggage conveyed to the side
of the ditch.

This expulsion was not performed without an
obstinate opposition on the part of the delinquents,
who, had they not been surprised, would have set
the whole Fleet at defiance, and, in all probability,
have acted divers tragedies, before they could have
been overpowered. Things being circumstanced as
they were, the lieutenant did not part with his con-
ductor without tweaking his nose, by way of fare-
well; and Pipes, in imitation of such a laudable
example, communicated a token of remembrance,
in an application to the sole eye of his attendant,
•who, scorning to be out-done in this kind of courtesy,
returned the compliment with such good will, that
Tom's organ performed the office of a multiplying
glass. These were mutual hints for stripping ;"and
accordingly each was naked from the waist upwards
in a trice. A ring of butchers from the market was
immediately formed ; a couple of the reverend

419

Flamens, who, in morning gowns, ply for marriages
in that quarter of the town, constituted themselves
seconds and umpires of the approaching contest, and
the battle began without further preparation. The
combatants were, in point of strength and agility,

pretty equally matched ; but the jailor had been
regularly trained to the art of bruising : he had
more than once signalized himself in public, by his
prowess and skill in this exercise, and lost one eye
upon the stage in the course of his exploits. This
was a misfortune of which Pipes did not fail to take
the advantage . He had already sustained several
hard knocks upon his temples and jaws, and found
it impracticable to smite his antagonist upon the
victualling office, so dexterously was it defended
against assault. He then changed his battery, and
being ambi- dexter, raised such a clatter upon the
turnkey's blind side, that this hero, believing him
left handed, converted his attention that way, and
opposed the unenlightend side of his face to the
right hand of Pipes, which being thus unprovided
against, slily bestowed upon him a peg under the
fifth rib, that in an instant laid him senseless on the
pavement, at the feet of his conqueror. Pipes was
congratulated upon his victory, not only by his
friend Hatchway, but also by all the bystanders,
particularly the priest who had espoused his cause,
and now invited the strangers to his lodgings in a
neighbouring alehouse, where they were entertained
so much to their liking, that they determined to seek
no other habitation while they should continue in
town

; and, notwithstanding the disgrace and dis-
couragement they had met with, in their endea-
vours to serve our adventurer, they were still

resolved to persevere in their good offices, or in the
vulgar phrase, to see him out.

While they settled themselves in this manner,
and acquired familiar connexions round all the
purlieus of the ditch, Peregrine found himself de-
prived of the company of Cadwallader, who signi-
fied, by letter, that he did not choose to hazard his
person again in visiting him, while such assassins
occupied the avenues through which he must pass

;

for he had been at pains to inquire into the motions
of the seamen, and informed himself exactly of the
harbour in which they were moored.
Our hero had been so much accustomed to the

conversation of Crabtree, which was altogether
suitable to the singularity of his own disposition,
that he could very ill afford to be debarred of it at
this juncture, when almost every other source of
enjoyment was stopped. He was, however, obliged
to submit to the hardships of his situation

; and as
the characters of his fellow-prisoners did not at all
improve upon him, he was compelled to seek for
satisfaction within himself. Not but that he had
an opportunity of conversing with some people who
neither wanted sense, nor were deficient in point of
principle

; yet there appeared in the behaviour of
them all, without exception, a certain want of
decorum, a squalour of sentiment, a sort of jailish
cast contracted in the course of confinement, which
disgusted the delicacy of our hero's observation.
He therefore detached himself from their parties as
much as he could, without giving offence to those
among whom he was obliged to live, and resumed
his labours with incredible eagerness and perse-
verance, his spirits being supported by the success
of some severe Philippics, which he occasionally
published against the author of his misfortune.
Nor was his humanity unemployed in the vaca-

ee2
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tions of his revenge. A man must be void of all

sympathy and compassion, -who can reside among

so many miserable objects, without feeling an in-

clination to relieve their distress. Every day al-

most presented to his view such lamentable scenes

as were most likely to attract his notice, and engage

his benevolence. Reverses of fortune, attended

with the most deplorable circumstances of domestic

woe, were continually intruding upon his acquaint-

ance ; his ears were invaded with the cries of the

hapless wife, who, from the enjoyment of affluence

and pleasure, was forced to follow her husband to

this abode of wretchedness and want ; his eyes were

every minute assailed with the naked and meagre

appearances of hunger and cold ; and his fancy

teemed with a thousand aggravations of their

misery. . ,.

Thus situated, his purse was never shut while his

heart remained open. Without reflecting upon the

slenderness of his store, he exercised his chanty to

all the children of distress, and acquired a popu-

larity, which, though pleasing, was far from being

profitable. In short, his bounty kept no pace with

his circumstances, and in a little time he was

utterly exhausted. He had recourse to his book-

seller, from whom, with great difficulty, he obtained

a small reinforcement; and immediately relapsed

into the same want of retention. He was conscious

of his infirmity, and found it incurable. He fore-

saw that by his own industry he should never be

able to defray the expense of these occasions j
and

this reflection sunk deep into his mind. The

approbation of the public, which he had earned or

might acquire, like a cordial often repeated, began to

lose its effect upon his imagination; his health

sufferedby his sedentary life and austere application

;

his eyesight failed, hi's appetite forsook him, his

spirits decayed; so that he became melancholy,

listless, and altogether incapable of prosecuting the

only means he had left for his subsistence ;
and

(what did not at all contribute to the alleviation of

these particulars) he was given to understand by

his lawyer, that he had lost his cause, and was

condemned in costs. Even this was not the most

mortifying piece of intelligence he received ; he at

the same time learned that his bookseller was

bankrupt, and his friend Crabtree at the point of

death.

These were comfortable considerations to a youth

of Peregrine's disposition, which was so capricious,

that the more his misery increased, the more

haughty and inflexible he became. Rather than be

beholden to Hatchway, who still hovered about the

gate, eager for an opportunity to assist him, he

chose to undergo the want of almost every conve-

nience of life, and actually pledged his wearing

apparel to an Irish pawnbroker in the Fleet, for

money to purchase those things, without which he

must have absolutely perished. He was gradually

irritated by his misfortunes into a rancorous resent-

ment against mankind in general, and his heart so

alienated from the enjoyments of life, that he did

not care how soon he quitted his miserable exist-

ence. Though he had shocking examples of the

vicissitudes of fortune continually before his eyes,

he could never be reconciled to the idea of living

like his fellow-sufferers, in the most abject degree

of dependence. If he refused to accept of favours

from his own allies and intimate friends, whom he

had formerly obliged, it is not to be supposed that

he would listen to proposals of that kind from any

of his fellow-prisoners, with whom he had con-

tracted acquaintance. He was even more cautious

than ever of incurring obligations ; he now shunned

his former messmates, in order to avoid disagree-

able tenders of friendship. Imagining that he per-

ceived an inclination in the clergyman to learn the

state of his finances, he discouraged and declined

the explanation, and at length secluded himself

from all society.

CHAPTER CL

He receives au unexpected Visit ; and the clouds of Misfor-

tune begin to separate.

While he pined in this forlorn condition, with an

equal abhorrence of the world and himself, Captain

Gauntlet arrived in town in order to employ his

interest for promotion in the army; and in con-

sequence of his wife's particular desire, made it his

business to inquire for Peregrine, to whom he

lono-ed to be reconciled, even though at the expense

of a°slight submission. But he could hear no tidings

of him, at the place to which he was directed
;
and,

on the supposition that our hero had gone to reside

in the country, applied himself to his own business,

with intention to renew his inquiries, after that

affair should be transacted. He communicated his

demands to his supposed patron, who had assumed

the merit of making him a captain, and been gra-

tified with a valuable present on that consideration ;

and was cajoled with hopes of succeeding m his

present aim bv the same interest.

Meanwhile," he became acquainted with one ot

the Clerks belonging to the war-office, whose advice

and assistance, he was told, would be a furtherance

to his scheme. As he had occasion to discourse

with this gentleman upon the circumstances of his

expectation, he learned that the nobleman, upon

whom he depended, was a person of no conse-

quence in the state, and altogether incapable ot

assisting him in his advancement. At the same

time, his counsellor expressed his surprise that

Captain Gauntlet did not rather interest in his

cause the noble peer to whose good offices he owed

his last commission.
,

This remark introduced an explanation, by which

Godfrey discovered, to his infinite astonishment,

the mistake in which he had continued so long with

regard to his patron ;
though he could not divine

the motive which induced a nobleman, with whom

he had no acquaintance or connexion, to interpose

his influence in his behalf. Whatsoever that might

be, he thought it was his duty to make his acknow-

ledgment ; and for that purpose went next morning

to his house, where he was politely received, and

given to understand that Mr. Pickle was the person

to whose friendship he was indebted for his last

promotion. ,

Inexpressible were the transports of gratitude,

affection, and remorse, that took possession of the

soul of Gauntlet, when this mystery was unfolded.

" Good Heaven !" cried he, lifting up his hands,

" have I lived so long in a state of animosity with

my benefactor? I intended to have reconciled

myself at any rate before I was sensible ot this

obligation, but now I shall not enjoy a moments

quiet until I have an opportunity of expressing to

him my sense of his heroic friendship. I presume,

from the nature of the favour conferred upon him

in my behalf, that Mr. Pickle is well known to your

lordship; and I should think myself extremely
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happy if you could inform me m what part of the
country he is to be found; for the person with
whom he lodged some time ago could give me no
intelligence of his motions."
The nobleman, touched with this instance of

generous self-denial in Peregrine, as well as with
the sensibility of his friend, lamented the unhap-
piness of our hero, while he gave Gauntlet to
understand that he had been long disordered in his
intellects, in consequence of having squandered
away his fortune ; and that his creditors had thrown
him into the Fleet prison; but whether he still

continued in that confinement, or was released from
his misfortunes by death, his lordship did not know,
because he had never inquired.

_

Godfrey no sooner received this intimation, than,
his blood boiling with grief and impatience, he
craved pardon for his abrupt departure ; then quit-
ing his informer on the instant, reimbarked in his
hackney-coach, and ordered himself to be conveyed
directly to the Fleet. As the vehicle proceeded
along one side of the market, he was surprised with
the appearance of Hatchway and Pipes, who stood
cheapening cauliflowers at a green stall, their heads
being cased in worsted night-caps, half covered
with their hats, and a short tobacco-pipe in the
mouth of each. He was rejoiced at sight of the
two seamen, which he took for a happy omen of
finding his friend

; and, ordering the coachman to
stop the carriage, called to the lieutenant by his
name. Jack replying with an hilloah, looking
behind him, and recognising the face of his old
acquaintance, ran up to the coach with great eager-
ness. Shaking the captain heartily by the hand,
J'Odds heart !" said he, " I am glad thou hast fallen
in with us ; we shall now be able to find the trim
of the vessel, and lay her about on t'other tack.
For my own part, I have had many a consort in
my time, that is, in the way of good fellowship,
and I always made a shift to ware'em at one time
or another. But this headstrong toad will neither
obey the helm nor the sheet ; and for aught I know,
will founder where a lies at anchor."

Gauntlet, who conceived part of his meaning,
alighted immediately ; and being conducted to the
sador's lodging, was informed of every thing that
had passed between the lieutenant and Pickle. He,
in his turn, communicated to Jack the discovery
which he had made, with regard to his commission

;

at which the other gave no signs of surprise, but,
taking the pipe from his mouth, " Why look ye'
captain," said he, " that's not the only good turn
you have owed him. That same money you re-
ceived from the commodore as an old debt, was all
a sham, contrived by Pickle for your service; but
aVool drive under his bare poles without sails and
rigging, or a mess of provision on board, rather
than take the same assistance from another man."
Godfrey was not only amazed, but chagrined at

the knowledge of this anecdote ; which gave um-
brage to his pride, while it stimulated his desire of
doing something in return for the obligation. He
inquired into the present circumstances of the
prisoner; and understanding that he was indis-
posed, and but indifferently provided with the com-
mon necessaries of life, though still deaf to all
offers of assistance, began to be extremely con-
cerned at the account of his savage obstinacy and
pride, which would, he feared, exclude him from
the privilege of relieving him in his distress.
However, he resolved to leave no expedient un-
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tried, that might have any tendency to surmount
such destructive prejudice ; and entering the jail,
was directed to the apartment of the wretched
prisoner. He knocked softly at the door, and,
when it was opened, started back with horror and
aston shment. The figure that presented itself to
his view was the remains of his once happy friend

;

but so miserably altered and disguised, that his'

features were scarce cognizable. The florid, the
sprightly, the gay, the elevated youth, was now
metamorphosed into a wan, dejected, meagre, squalid
spectre

;
the hollow-eyed representative of dis-

temper, indigence, and despair. Yet his eyes re-
tained a certain ferocity, which threw a dismal
gleam athwart the cloudiness of his aspect, and he,
in silence, viewed his old companion with a look
betokening confusion and disdain. As for Gauntlet,
he could not, without emotion, behold such a woful
reverse of fate, in a person for whom he entertained
the noblest sentiments of friendship, gratitude, and
esteem

; his sorrow was at first too big for utter-
ance, and he shed a flood of tears before he could
pronounce one word.

Peregrine, in spite of his misanthropy, could not
help being alfected with this uncommon testimony
of regard

; but he strove to stifle his sensations.
His brows contracted themselves into a severe
frown

; his eyes kindled into the appearance of live
coals. He waved with his hand in signal for God-
frey to be gone, and leave such a wretch as him to
the miseries of his fate

; and, finding nature too
strong to be suppressed, uttered a deep groan, and
weeped aloud.

The soldier seeing him thus melted, unable to
restrain the strong impulse of his affection, sprung
towards, and clasping him in his arms, "My dearest
friend, and best benefactor," said he, " I am come
hither to humble myself for the offence I was so
unhappy as to give at our last parting ; to beg a
reconciliation, to thank you for the ease and afflu-
ence I have enjoyed through your means, and to
rescue you, in spite of yourself, from this melan-
choly situation

; of which, but an hour ago, I was
utterly ignorant. Do not deny me the satisfaction
of acquitting myself in point of duty and obligation.
You must certainly have had some regard for a
person in whose favour you have exerted yourself
so much

;
and if any part of that esteem remains,

you will not refuse him an opportunity of approving
himself in some measure worthy of it. Let me not
suffer the most mortifying of all repulses, that of
slighted friendship ; but kindly sacrifice your re-
sentment and inflexibility to the request of one who
is at all times ready to sacrifice his life for your
honour and advantage. If you will not yield tomy entreaties, have some regard to the wishes ofmy Sophy, who laid me under the strongest in-
junctions to solicit your forgiveness, even before she
knew how much I was indebted to your generosity

;

or, if that consideration should be of no weight I
hope you will relax a little for the sake of poor
Emilia, whose resentment hath been long subdued
by her affection, and who now droops in secret at
your neglect."

Every word of this address, delivered in the most
pathetic manner, made an impression upon the
mind of Peregrine. He was afleetpd with the sub-
mission of his friend, who, in reality, had given
turn no just cause to complain. He knew that no
ordinary motive had swayed him to a condescen-
sion so extraordinary in a man of his punctilious
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temper. He considered it, therefore, as the genuine

effect of eager gratitude and disinterested love, and

his heart began to relent accordingly. When he

heard himself conjured in the name of the gentle

Sophy, his obstinacy was quite overcome ; and

when Emilia was recalled to his remembrance, his

whole frame underwent a violent agitation. He
took his friend by the hand, with a softened look

;

and, as soon as he recovered the faculty of speech,

which had been overpowered in the conflict of

passions that transported him, protested, that he

retained no vestige of animosity, but considered

him in the light of an affectionate comrade, the ties

of whose friendship adversity could not unbind.

He mentioned Sophy in the most respectful terms

;

spoke of Emilia with the most reverential awe, as

the object of his inviolable love and veneration

;

but disclaimed all hope of ever more attracting her

regard, and excused himself from profiting by God-
frey's kind intention

;
declaring, with a resolute

air, that he had broke off all connexion with man-
kind, and that he impatiently longed for the hour

of his dissolution, which, if it should not soon

arrive by the course of nature, he was resolved to

hasten it with his own hands, rather than be ex-

posed to the contempt, and more intolerable pity of

a rascally world.

Gauntlet argued against this frantic determina-

tion with all the vehemence of expostulating friend-

ship ; but his remonstrances did not produce the

desired effect upon our desperate hero, who calmly

refuted all his arguments, and asserted the rectitude

of his design from the pretended maxims of reason

and true philosophy.

While this dispute was carried on with eagerness

on one side, and deliberation on the other, a letter

was brought to Peregrine, who threw it carelessly

aside unopened, though the superscription was in

an handwriting to which he was a stranger ;
and,

in all probability, the contents would never have

been perused, had not Gauntlet insisted upon his

Avaiving all ceremony, and reading it forthwith.

Thus solicited, Pickle unsealed the billet, which,

to his no small surprise, contained the following in-

timation :

—

,: Mb. P. Pickle,

" Sir,—This comes to inform you, that, after many dangers

and disappointments, I am, by the blessing of God. safely

arrived in the Downs, on board of the Gomberoon Indiaman,

having made a tolerable voyage
;
by which I hope I shall be

enabled to repay, with interest, the seven hundred pounds

which I borrowed of you before my departure from England.

I take this opportunity of writing by our purser, who goes

express with despatches for the Company, that youmay have

this satisfactory notice as soon as possible, relating to one

whom I suppose you have long given over as lost. I have

enclosed it in a letter to my broker, who, I hope, knows your

address, and will forward it accordingly. And I am, with

respect, Sir, your most humble servant,

"Behjamik Chistz."

He had no sooner taken a cursory view of this

agreeable epistle, than his countenance cleared up,

and, reaching it to his friend, with a smile, "There,"

said he, " is a more convincing argument, on your

side of the question, than all the casuists in the

universe can advance." Gauntlet, wondering at

this observation, took the paper, and, casting his

eyes greedily upon the contents, congratulated him
upon the receipt of it, with extravagant demonstra-

tions of joy. " Kot on account of the sum," said

he, " which, upon my honour, I would with plea-

sure pay three times over for your convenience and
satisfaction ; but because it seems to have recon-

ciled you to life, and disposed your mind for enjoy-

ing the comforts of society."

The instantaneous effect which this unexpected

smile of fortune produced in the appearance of our

adventurer is altogether inconceivable ; it plumped
up his cheeks in a moment, unbended and en-

lightened every feature of his face ; elevated his

head, which had begun to sink, as it were, between

his shoulders ; and from a squeaking dispirited

tone, swelled up his voice to a clear manly accent.

Godfrey, taking advantage of this favourable

change^ began to regale him with prospects of fu-

ture success. He reminded him of his youth and

qualifications, which were certainly designed for

better days than those he had as yet seen ; he

pointed out various paths by which he might ar-

rive at wealth and reputation ; he importuned him
to accept of a sum for his immediate occasions ; and

earnestly begged that he would allow him to dis-

charge the debt for which he was confined, ob-

serving, that Sophy's fortune had enabled him to

exhibit that proof of his gratitude, without any de-

triment to his affairs ; and protesting that he should

not believe himself in possession of Mr. Pickle's

esteem, unless he was permitted to make some such

return of good will to the man, who had not only

raised him from indigence and scorn, to compe-

tence and reputable rank, but also empowered him

to obtain the possession of an excellent woman,
who had filled up the measure of his felicity.

_

Peregrine declared himself already overpaid for

all his good offices, by the pleasure he enjoyed in

employing them, and the happy effects they had

produced in the mutual satisfaction of two persons

so dear to his affection ; and assured his friend,

that one time or other he would set his conscience

at ease, and remove the scruples of his honour, by
having recourse to his assistance ; but at present

he could not make use of his friendship, without

giving just cause of offence to honest Hatchway,

who was prior to him in point of solicitation, and

had manifested his attachment with surprising ob-

stinacy and perseverance.

CHAPTER CIL

Peregrine reconciles himself to the Lieutenant, and renews

his Connexion with Society—Divers Plans are projected

in his Behalf, and he has occasion to exhibit a remarkable

proof of Self-deuial.

The captain, with reluctance, yielded the prefer-

ence in this particular to Jack, who was immedi-

diately invited to a conference, by a note subscribed

with "Pickle's own hand. He was found at the

prison-gate waiting for Gauntlet, to know the issue

of his negotiation. He no sooner received this

summons, than he set all his sails, and made the

best of his way to his friend's apartment ;
being

admitted by the turnkey, in consequence of Pere-

grine's request, communicated by the messenger

who carried the billet. Pipes followed close in the

wake of his ship-mate ;
and, in a few minutes after

the note had been despatched, Peregrine and

Gauntlet heard the sound of the stump, ascending

the wooden staircase with such velocity, that they

at first mistook it for the application of drum-sticks

to the head of an empty barrel. This uncommon

speed, however, was attended with a misfortune;

he chanced to overlook a small defect in one of the

steps, and his prop plunging into a hole, he fell

backwards, to the imminent danger of his life.
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Tom was luckily at his back, and sustained him in

his arms, so as that he escaped without any other

damage than the loss of his wooden leg, which was
snapt in the middle, by the weight of his body in

falling ; and such was his impatience, that he would

not give himself the trouble to disengage the frac-

tured member. Unbuckling the whole equipage in

a trice, he left it sticking in the crevice, saying, a

rotten cable was not worth heaving up, and, in this

natural state of mutilation, hopped into the room
with infinite expedition.

Peregrine, taking him cordially by the hand,

seated him upon one side of his bed; and, after

having made an apology for that reserve of which
he had so justly complained, asked if he could con-

veniently accommodate him with the loan of twenty

guineas. The lieutenant, without opening his

mouth, pulled out his purse ; and Pipes, who over-

heard the demand, applying the whistle to his lips,

performed a loud overture, in token of his joy.

Matters being thus brought to an accommodation,
our hero told the captain, that he should be glad of

his company at dinner, with their common friend

Hatchway, if he would in the mean time leave him
to the ministry of Pipes ; and the soldier went
away for the present, in order to pay a short visit

to his uncle, who at that time languished in a de-

clining state of health, promising to return at the

appointed hour.

The lieutenant, having surveyed the dismal ap-

pearance of his friend, could not help being moved
at the spectacle, and began to upbraid him with his

obstinate pride, which, he swore, was no better than

self-murder. But the young gentleman interrupted

him in the course of his moralising, by telling him
he had reasons for his conduct, which, perhaps, he
would impart in due season ; but, at present, his

design was to alter that plan of behaviour, and
make himself some amends for the misery he had
undergone. He accordingly sent Pipes to redeem
his clothes from the pawnbroker's wardrobe, and
bespeak something comfortable for dinner. When
Godfrey came back, he was very agreeably sur-

prised to see such a favourable alteration in his

externals
;
for, by the assistance of his valet, he had

purified himself from the dregs of his distress, and
now appeared in a decent suit, with clean linen,

while his face was disencumbered of the hair that

overshadowed it, and his apartment prepared for

the reception of company.
They enjoyed their meal with great satisfaction,

entertaining one another with a recapitulation of
their former adventures at the garrison. In the

afternoon, Gauntlet taking his leave, in order to

write a letter to his sister, at the desire of his uncle,

who, finding his end approaching, wanted to see

her without loss of time, Peregrine made his ap-
pearance on the Bare, and was complimented on
his coming abroad again, not only by his old mess-
mates, who had not seen him for many weeks, but
by a number of those objects whom his liberality

had fed, before his funds were exhausted. Hatch-
way was, by his interest with the warden, put in

possession of his former quarters, and Pipes de-

spatched to make inquiry' about Crabtre i at his

former lodging, where he learned that the misan-
thrope, after a very severe fit of illness, was
removed to Kensington Gravel Pits, for the con-
venience of breathing a purer air than that of
London.

In consequence of this information, Peregrine,

who knew the narrowness of the old gentleman's

fortune, next day desired his friend Gauntlet to

take the trouble of visiting him, in his name, with

a letter, in which he expressed great concern for

his indisposition, gave him notice of the fortunate

intelligence he had received from the Downs, and

conjured him to make use of his purse, if he was in

the least hampered in his circumstances. The
captain took coach immediately, and set out for

the place, according to the direction which Pipes

had procured.

Cadwallader, having seen him at Bath, knew him
again at first sight ; and, though reduced to a

skeleton, believed himself in such a fair way of

doing well, that he woidd have accompanied him
to the Fleet immediately, had he not been re-

strained by his nurse, who was, by his physician,

invested with full authority to dispute and oppose

his will in every thing that she should think pre-

judicial to his health ; for he was considered, by
those who had the care ofhim, as an old humourist,

not a little distempered in his brain. He inquired

particularly about the sailors, who, he said, had de-

terred him from carrying on his usual correspond-

ence with Pickle, and been the immediate cause of

his indisposition, by terrifying him into a fever.

Understanding that the breach between Pickle and
Hatchway was happily cemented, and that he was
no longer in any danger from the lieutenant's re-

sentment, he promised to be at the Fleet with the

first convenient opportunity
;

and, in the mean
time, wrote an answer to Peregrine's letter, im-

porting, that he was obliged to him for his offer,

but had not the least occasion for his assistance.

In a few days, our adventurer recovered his

vigour, complexion, and vivacity ; he mingled
again in the diversions and parties of the place

;

and he received, in a little time, the money he had
lent upon bottomry, which, together with the in-

terest, amounted to upwards of eleven hundred
pounds. The possession of this sum, while it buoyed
up his spirits, involved him in perplexity. Some-
times he thought it was incumbent on him, as a man
of honour, to employ the greatest part of it in di-

minishing the debt for which he suffered ; on the

other hand, he considered that obligation effaced,

by the treacherous behaviour of his creditor, who
had injured him to ten times the value of the sum;
and, in these sentiments, entertained thoughts of

attempting his escape from prison, with a view of
conveying himself, with the shipwreck of his for-

tune, to another country, in which he might use it

to better advantage.

Both suggestions were attended with such doubts

and difficulties, that he hesitated between them, and
for the present laid out a thousand pounds in stock,

the interest of which, together with the fruits of

his own industry, h« hoped, would support him
above want in his confinement, until something
should occur that would point out the expediency
of some other determination. Gauntlet still insisted

upon having the honour of obtaining his liberty, at

the expense of taking up his notes to Gleanum, and
exhorted him to purchase a commission with part

of the money which he had retrieved. The lieu-

tenant affirmed, that it was his privilege to procure
the release of his cousin Pickle, because he enjoyed
a very handsome sum by his aunt, which of right

belonged to the young gentleman, to whom he was,
moreover, indebted for the use of his furniture, and
for the very house that stood over his head ; and
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that, although he had already made a will in his

favour, he should never he satisfied, nor easy in his

mind, so long as he remained deprived of his liberty,

and wanted any of the conveniences of life.

Cadwallader, who by this time assisted at their

councils, and was best acquainted with the pecu-

liarity and unbending disposition of the youth, pro-

posed, that, seeing he was so averse to obligations,

Mr. Hatchway should purchase of him the garrison

with its appendages, which, at a moderate price,

would sell for more money than would be sufficient

to discharge his debts ; that, if the servile subordi-

nation of the army did not suit his inclinations, he

might, with his reversion, buy a comfortable an-

nuity, and retire with him to the country, where he

might live absolutely independent, and entertain

himself, as usual, with the ridiculous characters of

mankind.
This plan was to Pickle less disagreeable than

any other project which as yet had been suggested;

and the lieutenant declared himself ready to exe-

cute his part of it without delay ; but the soldier

was mortified at the thoughts of seeing his assist-

ance unnecessary, and eagerly objected to the

retirement, as a scheme that would blast the fairest

promises of fame and fortune, and bury his youth

and talents in solitude and obscurity. This earnest

opposition on the part of Gauntlet hindered our

adventurer from forming any immediate resolution,

w hich was also retarded by his unwillingness to

part with the garrison upon any terms, because he

looked upon it as a part of his inheritance, which

he could not dispose of without committing an in-

sult upon the memory of the deceased commodore.

CHAPTER CEL
He is engaged in a very extraordinary Correspondence, which

is interrupted by a very unexpected Event.

"While this affair was in agitation, the captain told

him in the course of conversation, that Emilia was

arrived in town, and had inquired about Mr. Pickle

with such an eagerness of concern, as seemed to

proclaim that she was in some measure informed of

his misfortune ; he therefore desired to know if he

might be allowed to make her acquainted with his

situation, provided he should be again importuned

by her on that subject, which he had at first indus-

triously waived.

This proof, or rather presumption, of her sym-

pathizing regard, did not fail to operate powerfully

upon the bosom of Peregrine, which was imme-

diately filled with those tumults which love, ill

stifled", frequently excites. He observed, that his

disgrace was such as could not be effectually con-

cealed : therefore he saw no reason for depriving

himself of Emilia's compassion, since he was

for ever excluded from her affection ; and desired

Godfrey to present to his sister the lowly respects

of a despairing lover.

But, notwithstanding his declaration of despond-

ence on this head, his imagination involuntarily

teemed with more agreeable ideas. The proposal

of Crabtree had taken root in his reflection, and he

could not help forming plans of pastoral felicity in

the arms of the lovely Emilia, remote from those

pompous scenes which he now detested and de-

spised. He amused his fancy with the prospect of

being able to support her in a state of independency,

by means of the slender annuity which it was in

his p.'wer to purchase, together with the fruits of

those endeavours which would profitably employ

his vacant hours ; and foresaw provision for his

growing family in the friendship of the lieu'enant,

who had already constituted him his heir. He even

parcelled out his hours among the necessary cares

of the world, the pleasures of domestic bliss, and

the enjoyments of a country life ; and spent the

night in" ideal parties with his charming bride,

sometimes walking by the sedgy bank of some
transparent stream, sometimes pruning the luxu-

riant vine, and sometimes sitting in social converse

with her in a shady grove of his own planting.

These, however, were no more than the shadowy

phantoms of imagination, which, he well knew,

would never be realized ; not that he believed such

happiness unattainable by a person in his circum-

stances, but because he would not stoop to propose

a scheme which might, in any shape, seem to inter-

fere with the interest of Emilia, or subject himself

to a repulse from that young lady, who had rejected

his addresses in the zenith of his fortune.

While he diverted himself with these agreeable

reveries, an unexpected event intervened, in which

she and her brother were deeply interested. The
uncle was tapped for the dropsy, and died in a few

days after the operation, having bequeathed, in his

will, five thousand pounds to his nephew, and twice

that sum to his niece, who had always enjoyed the

greatest share of his favour.

If our adventurer, before this occurrence, looked

upon his love for Emilia as a passion which it was

necessary, at any rate, to conquer or suppress, he

now considered her accession of fortune as a cir-

cumstance which confirmed that necessity, and re-

solved to discourage every thought on that subject

which should tend to the propagation of hope. One

day, in the midst of a conversation calculated for

the purpose, Godfrey put into his hand a letter di-

rected to Mr. Pickle, in the handwriting of Emilia,

which the youth no sooner recognized, than his

cheeks were covered with a crimson dye, and he

began to tremble with violent agitation ; for he at

once guessed the import of the billet, which he

kissedVith great reverence and devotion, and was

not at all surprised when he read the following

words :

—

" Sir,— I have performed a sufficient sacrifice to my repu-

tation, in retaining hitherto the appearance of that resent-

ment which I had long ago dismissed; and as the late

favourable change in my situation empowers me to avow my
genuine sentiments, without fear of censure, or suspicion of

mercenary design, I take this opportunity to assure you, that,

if I still maintain that place in your heart which I »as vain

enough to think I once possessed, I am wil ing to make the

first advances to an accommodation, and have actually fur-

nished my brother with full powers to conclude it iq the name

of your appeased "Emilia.

Pickle, having kissed the subscription with great

ardour, fell upon his knees, and lifting up his eyes,

"Thank Heaven!" cried he, with an air of tran-

sport, " I have not been mistaken in my opinion of

that generous maid. I believed her inspired with

the most dignified and heroic sentiments, and now

she gives me a convincing proof of her magnani-

mity. It is now my business to approve myself

worthy of her rega'rd. May Heaven inflict upon

me the keenest arrows of its vengeance, if I do not,

at this instant, contemplate the character of Emiiia

with the most perfect love and adoration; yet,

amiable and enchanting as she is, I am, mere than

ever, determined to sacrifice the interest of my
passion to my glory, though my life should fail in

the contest ; and even to refuse an offer, which.
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otherwise, the whole universe should not bribe me
to forego."

This declaration was not so unexpected as un-
welcome to his friend Gauntlet, who represented
that his glory w^as not at all interested in the affair

;

because he had already vindicated his generosity
in repeated proffers to lay his whole fortune at
Emilia's feet, when it was impossible that any thing
selfish could enter into the proposal ; but that, in
rejecting her present purpose, he would give the
world an opportunity to say, that his pride was
capricious, his obstinacy invincible ; and his sister
would have undeniable reason to believe, that either
his passion for her was dissembled, or the ardour
of it considerably abated.

In answer to these remonstrances,Pickle observed,
that he had long set the world at defiance ; and as
to the opiuion of Emilia, he did not doubt that she
would applaud in her heart the resolution he had
taken, and do justice to the purity of his intention.

It was not an easy task to divert our hero from
his designs at any time of life

; but, since his con-
finement, his inflexibility was become almost in-

surmountable. The captain, therefore, after having
discharged his conscience, in assuring him that his
sister's happiness was at stake, that his mother had
approved of the step she had taken, and that he
himself should be extremely mortified at his refusal,

forbore to press him with further argument, which
served only to rivet him the more strongly in his
own opinion, and undertook to deliver this answer
to Emilia's letter.

'• Madam—That I revere the dignity of your virtue with
the utmost veneration, and love you infinitely more than Hie,
I am at all times ready to demonstrate ; but the sacrifice to
honour it is now my turn to pay; and such is the rigour of
my destiny, that, in order to justify your generosity, I must
refuse to profit by your condescension. Madam, I am doomed
to be for ever wretched ; and to sigh without ceasing for the
possession of that jewel, which, though now in my offer, I

dare not enjoy. I shall not pretend to express the anguish
that tears my heart, whilst I communicate this fatal renun-
ciation, but appeal to the delicacy of your own sentiments,
which can judge of my sufferings, and will, doubtless, do
justice to the self-denial of your forlorn " P. Pickle."

Emilia, who knew the nicety of our hero's pride,
had foreseen the purport of this epistle before it

came to her hands ; she did not, therefore, despair
of success, nor desist from the prosecution of her
plan, which was no other than that of securing her
own happiness, in espousing the man upon whom
she had fixed her unalterable affection. Confident
of his honour, and fully satisfied of the mutual pas-
sion with which they were inspired, she gradually
decoyed him into a literary correspondence, wherein
she attempted to refute the arguments on which he
grounded his refusal

;
and, without doubt, the young

gentleman was not a little pleased with the enjoy-
ment of such delightful commerce, in the course of
which lie had, more than ever, an opportunity of
admiring the poignancy of her wit, and the elegance
of her understanding.
The contemplation of such excellency, while it

strengthened the chains with which she held him
enslaved, added emulation to the other motives that
induced him to maintain the dispute ; and much
subtlety of reasoning was expended upon both sides
of this very particular question, without any pro-
spect of conviction on either part, till, at last, she
began to despair of making him a proselyte to her
opinion by dint of argument ; and resolved for the
future to apply herself chiefly to the irresistible

prepossessions of his love, which were not at all

diminished or impaired by the essays of her pen.
With this view she proposed a conference, pre-
tending that it was impossible to convey all her
reflections upon this subject in a series of short
letters : and Godfrey undertook to bail him for the
day. But, conscious of her power, he would not
trust himself in her presence, though his heart
throbbed with all the eagerness of desire to see her
fair eyes disrobed of that resentment which they
had worn so long, and to enjoy the ravishing sweets
of a fond reconciliation.

Nature could not have held out against such
powerful attacks, had not the pride and caprice of
his disposition been gratified to the full in the
triumph of his resistance ; he looked upon the con-
test as altogether original, and persevered with
obstinacy, because he thought himself sure of fa-

vourable terms, whenever he should be disposed to
capitulate. Perhaps he might have overshot him-
self in the course of his perseverance. A young
lady of Emilia's fortune and attractions could not
fail to find herself surrounded by temptations, which
few women can resist. She might have misinter-
preted the meaning of some paragraph, or taken
umbrage at an unguarded expression in one of
Peregrine's letters. She might have been tired out
by his obstinate peculiarity, or, at the long-run,
construed it into madness, slight, or indifference

;

or, rather than waste her prime in fruitless endea-
vours to subdue the pride of an headstrong hu-
mourist, she might have listened to the voice of
some admirer, fraught with qualifications sufficient

to engage her esteem and affection. But all these
possibilities were providentially prevented by an
accident attended with more important consequences
than any we have hitherto recounted.

Early one morning Pipes was disturbed by the
arrival of a messenger, who had been sent express
from the country by Mr. Clover, with a packet for
the lieutenant, and arrived in town over night ; but
as he was obliged to have recourse to the informa-
tion of Jack's correspondent in the city, touching
the place of his abode, before he demanded entrance
at the Fleet, the gate was shut ; nor would the
turnkeys admit him, although he told them that he
was charged with a message of the utmost conse-
quence ; so that he was fain to tarry till day-break,
when he, at his earnest solicitation, was allowed
to enter.

Hatchway, opening the packet, found a letter

enclosed for Peregrine, with an earnest request that
he should forward it to the hands of that young
gentleman with all possible despatch. Jack, who
could not dive into the meaning of this extraor-
dinary injunction, began to imagine that Mrs.Clover
lay at the point of death, and wanted to take a last

farewell of her brother ; and this conceit worked
so strongly upon his imagination, that, while he
huddled on his clothes, and made the best of his
way to the apartment of our hero, he could not help
cursing, within himself, the folly of the husband in

sending such disagreeable messages to a man of
Peregrine's impatient temper, already soured by
his own uneasy situation.

This reflection would have induced him to sup-
press the letter, had not he been afraid to tamper
with the ticklish disposition of his friend, to whom,
while he delivered it, " As for my own part," said
he, " mayhap I may have as much natural affec-

tion as another, but when my spouse parted, I bore
my misfortune like a British man, and a Christian.
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For -why ? he's no better than a fresh-water sailor,

who knows not how to stem the current of mis-

chance."

Pickle being waked from a pleasant dream, in

which the fair Emilia was principally concerned,

and hearing this strange preamble, sat up in his

bed, and unsealed the letter, in a state of mortifica-

tion and disgust. But what were the emotions of

his soul, when he read the following intimation :

—

" Dear Brother—It hath pleased God to take your fa-

ther suddenly off by a fit of apoplexy ; and as he has died in-

testate, I give you this notice, that you may, with all speed,

come down and take possession of your light, in despite of

Master Gam and his mother, who, you may be sure, do not

sit easy under this unexpected dispensation of Providence. I

have, by virtue of being a justice of the peace, taken such

precautions as I thought necessary for your advantage ; and

the funeral shall be deferred until your pleasure be known.

Your sister, though sincerely afflicted by her father's fate,

submits to the will of Heaven with laudable resignation, and

begs you will set out tor this place without delay; in which

request she is joined by, Sir, your affectionate brother, and

humble servant, " Charles Clover."

Peregrine at first looked upon this epistle as a

mere illusion of the brain, and a continuation of

the reverie in which he had been engaged. He
read it ten times over, without being persuaded

that he was actually awake. He rubbed his eyes,

and shook his head, in order to shake off the drowsy

vapours that surrounded him. He hemmed thrice

with great vociferation, snapped his fingers, tweaked

his nose, started up from his bed, and, opening the

casement, took a survey of the well-known objects

that appeared on each side of his habitation. Every
thing seemed congruous and connected, and he

said within himself, " Sure this is the most distinct

dream that ever sleep produced." Then he had

recourse again to the paper, which he carefully

perused, without finding any variation from his

first notion of the contents.

Hatchwav, seeing all his extravagances of action,

accompanied with a wild stare of "distraction, began

to believe that his head was at length fairly turned,

and was really meditating means for securing his

person, when Pickle, in a tone of surprise, ex-

claimed, " Good God ! am I or am I not awake ?"

"Why look ye, cousin Pickle," replied the lieu-

tenant, " that is a question which the deep-sea-line

of my understanding is not long enough to sound
;

but howsomever, thof I can't trust to the observa-

tion I have taken, it shall go hard but I will fall

upon a wav to guess whereabouts we are." So

saving, he lifted up a pitcher full of cold water,

that stood behind the outward door, and discharged

it in the face of Peregrine without ceremony or

hesitation.

This remedy produced the desired effect. Un-
palatable as it was, the young gentleman no sooner

recovered his breath, which was endangered by
such a sudden application, than he thanked his

friend Jack for the seasonable operation he had
performed. Having no longer any just reason to

doubt the reality of what appeared so convincingly

to his senses, he shifted himself on the instant, not

without hurry and trepidation ; and putting on his

morning dress, sallied forth to the Bare, in order

to deliberate with himself on the important intelli-

gence he had received.

Hatchway, not yet fully convinced of his sanity,

and curious to know the purport of the letter,

which had affected him in such an extraordinary
manner, carefully attended his footsteps in this

excursion, in hope of being favoured with his con-

fidence, in the course of their perambulation. Our
hero no sooner appeared at the street door, than he

was saluted by the messenger, who having posted

himself in the way for that purpose, " God bless

your noble honour, Squire Pickle," cried he, " and

give you joy of succeeding to your father's estate."

These words had scarce proceeded from his mouth,

when the lieutenant, hopping eagerly towards the

countryman, squeezed his hand with great affection,

and asked if the old gentleman had actually taken

his departure. " Ay, Master Hatchway," replied

the other, " in such a woundy haste, that he forgot

to make a will." " Body of me !" exclaimed the

seaman ; " these are the best tidings I have ever

heard since I first went to sea. Here, my lad, take

my purse, and stow thyself chock full of the best

liquor in the land." So saying, he tipped the

peasant with ten pieces, and immediately the whoie

place echoed with the sound of Tom's instrument.

Peregrine, repairing to the walk, communicated

the billet to his honest friend, who at his desire

went forthwith to the lodgings of Captain Gauntlet,

and returned in less than half an hour with that

gentleman, who, I need not say, was heartily re-

joiced at the occasion.

CHAPTER CIV.

Peregrine holds a Consultation with his Friends, in conse-

quence of which he bids Adieu to the Fleet—He anives

at his Father's House, and asserts his right of Inheritance.

Nor did our hero keep the misanthrope in igno-

rance of this happy turn of fortune. Pipes was

despatched to the senior, with a message requesting

his immediate presence; and he accordingly ap-

peared, in obedience to the summons, growling

with discontent for having been deprived of several

hours of his natural rest. His mouth was imme-

diately stopped with the letter, at which he smiled

horrible a ghastly grin ; and, after a compliment of

gratulation, they entered into close divan, about the

measures to be taken in consequence of this event.

There was no room for much debate. It was

unanimously agreed that Pickle should set out with

all possible despatch for the garrison, to which

Gauntlet and Hatchway resolved to attend him.

Pipes was accordingly ordered to prepare a couple

of post chaises, while Godfrey went to procure

bail for his friend, and provide them with money
for the expense of the expedition ; but not before

he was desired by Peregrine to conceal this piece

of news from his sister, that our youth might have

an opportunity to surprise her in a more interesting

manner after "he should have settled his affairs.

All these previous steps being taken, in less than

an hour our hero took his leave of the Fleet, after

he had left twenty guineas with the warden for the

relief of the poor prisoners, a great number of

whom convoyed him to the gate, pouring forth

prayers for his long life and prosperity ; and he

took the road to the garrison, in the most elevated

transports of joy, unallayed with the least mixture

of grief at the death of a parent whose paternal

tenderness he had never known. His breast was

absolutely a stranger to that boasted 21-00717 or

instinct of affection, by which the charities are

supposed to subsist.

Of all the journevs he had ever made, this, sure,

was the most delightful. He felt all the ecstasy

that must naturally be produced in a young man
of his imagination, from such a sudden transition
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in point of circumstance ; he found himself de-
livered from confinement and disgrace, •without

being obliged to any person upon earth for his

deliverance ; he had it now in his power to retort

the contempt of the world in a manner suited to
his most sanguine wish ; he was reconciled to his

friend, and enabled to gratify his love, even upon
his own terms ; and saw himself in possession of a
fortune more ample than his first inheritance, with
a stock of experience that would steer him clear of
all those quicksands among which he had been
formerly wrecked.

In the middle of their journey, while they halted
at an inn for a short refreshment and change of
horses, a postillion running up to Peregrine in the
yard, fell at his feet, clasped his knees with great
eagerness and agitation, and presented to him the
individual face of his old valet-de-chambre. The
youth perceiving him in such an abject garb and
attitude, commanded him to rise and tell the cause
of such a miserable reverse in his fortune. Upon
which Hadgi gave him to understand, that he had
been ruined by his wife, who, having robbed him
of all his cash and valuable effects, had eloped
from his house with one of his own customers,
who appeared in the character of a French count,
but was in reality no other than an Italian fiddler

;

that, in consequence of this retreat, he, the hus-
band, was disabled from paying a considerable
sum which he had set apart for his wine merchant,
who being disappointed in his expectation, took
out an execution against his effects ; and the rest
of his creditors following his example, hunted
him out of house and home. So that, finding his
person in danger at London, he had been obliged
to escape into the country, skulking about from
one village to another, till, being quite destitute of
all support, he had undertaken his present office,

to save himself from starving.

Peregrine listened with compassion to his la-
mentable tale, which too well accounted for his not
appearing in the Fleet, with offers of service to his
master in distress ; a circumstance that Pickle had
all along imputed to his avarice and ingratitude.
He assured him, that, as he had been the means of
throwing in his way the temptation to which he
fell a. sacrifice, he would charge himself with the
retrieval of his affairs. In the mean time, he made
him taste of his bounty, and desired him to con-
tinue in his present employment until he should
return from the garrison, when he would consider
his situation, and do something for his immediate
relief.

Hadgi attempted to kiss his shoe, and wept, or
affected to weep, with sensibility at this gracious
reception ; he even made a merit of his unwilling-
ness to exercise his new occupation, and earnestly
begged that he might be allowed to give immediate
attendance upon his dear master, from whom he
could not bear the thoughts of a second parting.
His entreaties were reinforced by the intercession
of his two friends, in consequence of which the
Swiss was permitted to follow them at his own
leisure, while they set forwards after a slight repast,
and reached the place of their destination before
ten o'clock at night.

Peregrine, instead of alighting at the garrison,
rode straightway to his father's house ; and no person
appearing to receive him, not even a servant to take
care of his chaise, he dismounted without assistance.
Being followed by his two friends, he advanced into

the hall, where perceiving a bell-rope, he made
immediate application to it in such a manner as
brought a couple of footmen into his presence.
After having reprimanded them, with a stern look,

for their neglect in point of attendance, he com-
manded them to show him into an apartment ; and
as they seemed unwilling to yield obedience to his
orders, asked if they did not belong to the family.
One of them, who took upon himself the office

of spokesman, replied with a sullen air, that they
had been in the service of old Mr. Pickle, and now
that he was dead, thought themselves bound to
obey nobody but their lady, and her son Mr.
Gamaliel. This declaration had scarce proceeded
from his mouth, when our hero gave them to under-
stand, that since they were not disposed to own
any other master, they must change their quarters
immediately. He ordered them to decamp without
further preparation ; and as they still continued
restive, they were kicked out of doors by the cap-
tain and his friend Hatchway. Squire Gam, who
overheard every thing that passed, and was now
more than ever inflamed with that rancour which
he had sucked with his mother's milk, flew to the
assistance of his adherents, with a pistol in each
hand, bellowing Thieves ! thieves 1 with great voci-
feration, as if he had mistaken the business of the
strangers, and actually believed himself in danger
of being robbed. Under this pretence he discharged
a piece at his brother, who luckily escaped the shot,
closed with him in a moment, and wresting the other
pistol from his gripe, turned him out into the court
yard, to the consolation of his two dependents.
By this time, Pipes and the two postillions had

taken possession of the stables, without being
opposed by the coachman and his deputy, who
quietly submitted to the authority of their new
sovereign. But the noise of the pistol had alarmed
Mrs. Pickle, who, running down stairs, with the
most frantic appearance, attended by two maids
and the curate, who still maintained his place of
chaplain and ghostly director in the family, would
have assaulted our hero with her nails, had not she
been restrained by her attendants. Though they
prevented her from using her hands, they could not
hinder her from exercising her tongue, which she
wagged against him with all the virulence of malice.
She asked, if he was come to butcher his brother,
to insult his father's corpse, and triumph in her
affliction ? She bestowed upon him the epithets of
spendthrift, jail-bird, and unnatural ruffian ; she
begged pardon of God for having brought such a
monster into the world, accused him of having
brought his father's grey hairs with sorrow to the
grave ; and affirmed, that, were he to touch the
body, it would bleed at his approach.
Without pretending to refute the articles of this

ridiculous charge, he allowed her to ring out her
alarm

; and then calmly replied, that if she did not
quietly retire to her chamber, and behave as became
a person in her present situation, he should insist

upon her removing to another lodging without
delay ; for he was determined to be master in his
own family. The lady, who, in all probability,
expected that he would endeavour to appease her
with all the tenderness of filial submission, was so
much exasperated at his cavalier behaviour, that
her constitution could not support the transports of
her spirits

; and she was carried off by her women
in a fit, while the officious clergyman was dismissed
after his pupil, with all the circumstances of disgrace.
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Our hero having thus made his quarters good,

took possession of the best apartment in the house,

and sent notice of his arrival to Mr. Clover, who,

-with his -wife, visited him in less than an hour, and

was not a little surprised to find him so suddenly

settled in his father's house. The meeting of Julia

and her brother was extremely pathetic. She had

always loved him with uncommon tenderness, and

looked upon him as the ornament of her family ;

but she had heard of his extravagances with regret,

and though she considered the stories that were

circulated at his expense, as the malicious ex-

aggerations of his mother and her darling son, her

apprehension had been grievously alarmed by an

account of his imprisonment and distress, which

had been accidentally conveyed to that country by

a gentleman from London, who had been formerly

of his acquaintance ; she could not, therefore,

without the most tender emotions of joy, see him.

as it were, restored to his rightful inheritance, and

re-established in that station of life which she

thought he could fill with dignity and importance.

After their mutual expressions of affection, she

retired to her mother's chamber, with a view to

make a second offer of her service and attendance,

•which had been already rejected with scorn since

her father's death ; while Peregrine consulted his

brother-in-law about the affairs of the family, so

far as they had fallen within his cognizance and

observation.

Mr. Clover told him, that, though he -was never

favoured with the confidence of the defunct, he

knew some of his intimates, who had been tampered

with by Mrs. Fickle, and even engaged to second

the remonstrances by which she had often endea-

voured to persuade her husband to settle his affairs

by a formal will ; but that he had from time to

time evaded their importunities with surprising

excuses of procrastination, that plainly appeared to

be the result of invention and design, far above

the supposed pitch of his capacity ; a circumstance

from which Mr. Clover concluded, that the old

gentleman imagined his life would not have been

secure, had he once taken such a step as -would

have rendered it unnecessary to the independence

of his second son. He moreover observed, that, in

consequence of this information, he no sooner

heard of Mr. Pickle's death, which happened at the

club, than he went directly with a lawyer to his

house, before any cabal or conspiracy could be

formed against the rightful heir ; and, in presence

of witnesses provided for the purpose, sealed up all

the papers of the deceased, after the widow had, in

the first transports of her sorrow and vexation,

fairly owned, that her husband had died intestate.

Peregrine was extremely well satisfied with this

intelligence, by which all his doubts were dispelled;

and having cheerfully supped with his friends on a

cold collation, which his brother-in-law- had brought

in his chariot, they retired to rest, in different

chambers, after Julia had met with another repulse

from her capricious mother, whose overflowing

rage had now subsided into the former channel of

calm inveteracy.

Next morning the house was supplied with some

servants from the garrison, and preparations were

made for the funeral of the deceased. Gam having

taken lodgings in the neighbourhood, came with a

chaise and cart to demand his mother, together

with his own clothes, and her personal effects.

Our hero, though he would not suffer hiiil to

enter the door, allowed his proposal to be com-

municated to the widow, who eagerly embraced the

opportunity of removing, and was, with her own
baggage, and that of her beloved son, conveyed to

the place which he had prepared for her reception.

Thither she was followed by her woman, who was

desired by Peregrine to assure her mistress, that

until a regular provision could be settled upon her,

she might command him, in point of money, or any

other accommodation in his power.

CHAPTER CV.
He performs the last Offices to his Father, and returns to

London, upon a very interesting Design.

Sotts of mourning being provided for himself, his

friends and adherents, and every other previous

measure taken suitable to the occasion, his father

was interred, in a private manner, in the parish

church ; and his papers being examined, in presence

of many persons of honour and integrity, invited

for that purpose, no will was found, or any other

deed, in favour of the second son, though it

appeared by the marriage settlement, that the widow

was entitled to a jointure of five hundred pounds a

year. The rest of his papers consisted of East

India bonds, South Sea annuities, mortgages, notes,

and assignments, to the amount of four score

thousand seven hundred and sixty pounds, exclusive

of the house, plate and furniture, horses, equipage

and cattle, with the garden and park adjacent, to a

very considerable extent.

This was a sum that even exceeded his expecta-

tion, and could not fail to entertain his fancy with

the most agreeable ideas. He found himself im-

mediately a man of vast consequence among his

country neighbours, who visited him with compli-

ments of congratulation, and treated him with such

respect as would have effectually spoiled any young

man of his disposition, who had not the same ad-

vantages of experience as he had already purchased

at a very extravagant price. Thus shielded with

caution, he bore his prosperity with surprising tem-

perance ;
every body was charmed with his affability

and moderation. When he made a circuit round

the gentlemen of the district, in order to repay the

courtesy which he owed, he was caressed by them

with uncommon assiduity, and advised to offer

himself as a candidate for the county at the next

election, which, they supposed, would soon happen,

because the present member was in a declining state

of health. Nor did his person and address escape

unheeded by the ladies, many of whom did not

scruple to spread their attractions before him, with

a view of captivating such a valuable prize ;
nay,

such an impression did this legacy make upon a

certain peer, who resided in this part of the country,

that he cultivated Pickle's acquaintance with great

eagerness, and, without circumlocution, offered to

him in marriage his only daughter, with a very

considerable fortune.

Our hero expressed himself upon this occasion

as became a man of honour, sensibility, and polite-

ness ; and frankly gave his lordship to understand,

that his heart was already engaged. He was pleased

with the opportunity of making such a sacrifice of

his passion for Emilia, which, by this time, inflamed

his thoughts to such a degree of impatience, that

he resolved to depart for London with all possible

speed ; and for that purpose industriously employed

almost every hour of his time in regulating his
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domestic affairs. He paid off al! his father's servants,

aud hired others, at the recommendation of his

sister, who promised to superintend his household in

his ahsence. He advanced the first half-yearly

payment of his mother's jointure ; and as for his

brother Gam, he gave him divers opportunities of
acknowledging his faults, so that he might have
answered to his own conscience for taking any step

in his favour ; but that young gentleman -was not

yet sufficiently humbled by misfortune, and not
only forbore to make any overtures of peace, but
also took all occasions to slander the conduct and
revile the person of our hero, being in this practice

comforted and abetted by his righteous mamma.
Every thing being thus settled for the present,

the triumvirate set out on their return to town in

the same manner with that in which they had ar-

rived in the country, except in this small variation,

that Hatchway's chaise-companion was now the
valet-de-chambre refitted, instead of Pipes, who,
with another lacquey, attended them on horseback.
When they had performed two-thirds of their way to

London, they chanced to overtake a country squire,

on his return from a visit to one of his neighbours,
who had entertained him with such hospitality, that

as the lieutenant observed, he rolled himself almost
gunwale to every motion of his horse, which was a
fine hunter; and when the chaises passed him at

full speed, he set up the sportman's halloo, in a
voice that sounded like a French horn, clapping
spurs to Sorrel at the same time, in order to keep
up with the pace of the machine.

Peregrine, who was animated with an uncommon
flow of spirits, ordered his postillion to proceed more
softly ; and entered into conversation with the
stranger, touching the make and mettle of his horse,

upon which he descanted with so much learning,

that the squire was astonished at his knowledge.
When they approached his habitation, he invited

the young gentleman and his company to halt, and
drink a bottle of his ale ; and was so pressing in

his solicitation, that they complied with his request.

He accordingly conducted them through a spa-
cious avenue, that extended as far as the highway,
to the gate of a large chateau, of a most noble and
venerable appearance, which induced them to
alight and view the apartments, contrary to their
first intention of drinking a glass of his October at

the door.

The rooms were every way suitable to the mag-
nificence of the outside, and our hero imagined
they had made a tour through the whole sweep,
when the landlord gave him to understand that they
had not yet seen the best apartment of the house,
and immediately led them into a spacious dining-
room, which Peregrine did not enter without giving
manifest signs of uncommon astonishment. The
pannels all round were covered with portraits at

full length, by Vandyke ; and not one of them ap-
peared without a ridiculous tie periwig, in the style

of those that usually hang over the shops of two-
penny barbers. The straight boots in which the
figures had been originally painted, and the other
circumstances of attitude and drapery, so incon-
sistent with this monstrous furniture of the head,
exhibited such a ludicrous appearance, that Pickle's
wonder, in a little time, gave way to his mirth, and
he was seized with a violent fit of laughter, which

|

had well nigh deprived him of his breath.
The squire, half pleased and half offended at this

|

expression of ridicule, " I know," said he, " what

makes you laugh so woefully. You think it strange
to zee my vorefathers booted and spurred, with
huge three-tailed periwigs on their pates. The
truth of the matter is this. I could not abide to
zee the pictures of my vamily with a parcel of
loose hair hanging about their eyes, like zo many
colts ; and zo I employed a painter vellow from
Lundon to clap decent periwigs upon their skulls,

at the rate of vive shillings a head, and offered him
three shillings a piece to furnish each with a hand-
some pair of shoes and stockings. But the rascal,

thinking I must have 'em done at any price after
their heads were covered, haggled with me for vour
shillings a picture ; and zo, rather than be imposed
upon, I turned him off, and shall let 'em stand as
they are, till zome more reasonable brother of the
brush comes round the country."

Pickle commended his resolution, though in his
heart, he blessed himself from such a barbarous
Goth ; and, after they had despatched two or three
bottles of his beer, they proceeded on their journey,
and arrived in town about eleven at night.

CHAPTER THE LAST.

He enjoys an Interview with Emilia, and makes himself

ample Amends lor all the Mortifications of his Life.

Godfrey, who had taken leave of his sister, on
pretence of making a short excursion with Pere-
grine, whose health required the enjoyment of fresh

air, after his long confinement, sent a message to

her, that same night, announcing his arrival, and
giving her notice that he would breakfast with her
next morning ; when he and our hero, who had
dressed himself for the purpose, taking a hackney
coach, repaired to her lodging, and were introduced
into a parlour adjoining to that in which the tea-

table was set. Here they had not waited many
minutes when they heard the sound of feet coming
down stairs ; upon which our hero's heart began to

beat the alarm. He concealed himself behind the
screen, by the direction of his friend, whose ears
being saluted with Sophy's voice from the next
room, he flew into it with great ardour, and enjoyed
upon her lips the sweet transports of a meeting so
unexpected ; for he had left her in her father's

house at Windsor.
Amidst these emotions, he had almost forgot the

situation of Peregrine; when Emilia, assuming her
enchanting air :

" Is not this," said she, " a most
provoking scene to a young woman, like me, who
am doomed to wear the willow, by the strange ca-
price of my lover ? Upon my word, brother, you
have done me infinite prejudice, in promoting this

jaunt with my obstinate correspondent
;
who, I sup-

pose, is so ravished with this transient glimpse of
liberty, that he will never be persuaded to incur
unnecessary confinement for the future." " My
dear sister," replied the captain tauntingly, " your
own pride set him the example ; so you must e'en
stand to the consequence of his imitation." " 'Tis

a hard case, however," answered the fair offender,

"that I should suffer all my life, by one venial
trespass. Heigh ho! who would imagine that a
sprightly girl, such as I, with ten thousand pounds,
should go a begging? I have a good mind to
marry the next person that asks me the question,
in order to be revenged upon this unyielding hu-
mourist. Did the dear fellow discover no inclina-
tion to see me, in all the term of his releasement ?
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Well, if ever I can catch the fugitive again, he

shall sing in his cage for life."

It is impossihle to convey to the reader a just

idea of Peregrine's transports, -while he overheard

this declaration ; which was no sooner pronounced,

than, unable to resist the impetuosity of his passion,

he sprung from his lurking-place, exclaiming,

" Here I surrender ;" and rushing into her presence,

was so dazzled with her beauty, that his speech

failed. He was fixed like a statue to the floor ; and

all his faculties were absorbed in admiration.

Indeed, she was now in the full bloom of her charms,

and it was nearly impossible to look upon her with-

out emotion. What then must have been the ecstasy

of our youth, whose passion was whetted with all

the incitements which could stimulate the human
heart ! The ladies screamed with surprise at his

appearance, and Emilia underwent such agitation

as flushed every charm with irresistible energy; her

cheeks glowed with a most delicate suffusion, and

her bosom heaved with such bewitching undulation,

that the cambric could not conceal or contain the

snowy hemispheres, that rose like a vision of para-

dise to his view.

While he was almost fainting with unutterable

delight, she seemed to sink under the tumults of

tenderness and confusion ; when our hero, perceiv-

ing her condition, obeyed the impulse of his love,

and circled the charmer in his arms, without suffer-

ing the least frown or symptom of displeasure. Not

all the pleasures of his life had amounted to the

ineffable joy of this embrace, in which he continued

for some minutes totally entranced. He fastened

upon her pouting lips with all the eagerness of

rapture ; and, while his brain seemed to whirl round

with transport, exclaimed, in a delirium of bliss,

" Heaven and earth ! this is too much to bear."

His imagination was accordingly relieved, and

his attention in some measure divided, by the in-

terposition of Sophy, who kindly chid him for his

having overlooked his old friends. Thus accosted,

he quitted his delicious armful, and, saluting Sirs.

Gauntlet, asked pardon for his neglect ; observing

that such rudeness was excusable, considering the

long and unhappy exile which he had suffered from

the jewel of his soul.—Then turning to Emilia,

'• I am come, Madam," said he, " to claim the per-

formance of your promise, which I can produce

under your own fair hand. You may, therefore,

lay aside all superfluous ceremony and shyness,

and crown my happiness without farther delay ;

for, upon my soul ! my thoughts are wound up to

the last pitch of expectation, and I shall certainly

run distracted, if I am doomed to any term of

probation."

His mistress having by this time recollected

herself, replied, with a most exhilarating smile,

" I ought to punish you for your obstinacy with the

mortification of a twelvemonth's trial; but it is

dangerous to tamper with an admirer of your dis-

position, and therefore, I think, I must make sure

of you while it is in my power." " You are willing

then to take me for better for worse, in presence

of heaven and these witnesses ?" cried Peregrine

kneeling, and applying her hand to his lips. At this

interrogation, her" features softened into an amaz-

ing expression of condescending love ; and, while

she darted a side-glance that thrilled to his marrow,

and heaved a sigh more soft than Zephyr's balmy
wing, her answer was, " Why—ay and heaven

grant me patience to bear the humours of such a

yoke-fellow." " And may the same powers," re-

plied the youth, " grant me life and opportunity to

manifest the immensity of my love.—Meanwhile,

I have eighty thousand pounds, which shall be laid

immediately in your lap."

So saying, he sealed the contract upon her lips,

and explained the mystery of his last words, which
had begun to operate upon the wonder of the two
sisters. Sophy was agreeably surprised with the

account of his good fortune ; nor was it, in all

probability, unacceptable to the lovely Emilia

;

though from this information, she took an opportu-

nity to upbraid her admirer with the inflexibility

of his pride, which, she scrupled not to say, would

have baffled all the suggestions of his passion, had

it not been gratified by this providential event.

Matters being thus happily matured, the lover

begged that immediate recourse might be had to

the church, and his happiness ascertained before

night. But the bride objected with great vehe-

mence to such precipitation, being desirous of her

mother's presence at the ceremony ; and she was

seconded in her opinion by her brother's wife.

Peregrine, maddening with desire, assaulted her

with the most earnest entreaties, representing, that,

as her mother's consent was already obtained, there

was surely no necessity for delay, that must infal-

libly make a dangerous impression upon his brain

and constitution. He fell at her feet, in all the

agony of impatience ; swore that his life and intel-

lects would actually be in jeopardy by her refusal

;

and, when she attempted to argue him out of his

demand, began to rage with such extravagance,

that Sophy was frightened into conviction ; and

Godfrey enforcing the remonstrances of his friend,

the amiable Emilia was teased into compliance.

After breakfast the bridegroom and his com-

panion set out for the Commons for a license,

having first agreed upon the house at which the

ceremony should be performed, in the lodgings of

the bride ; and the permission being obtained, they

found means to engage a clergyman, who undertook

to attend them at their own time and place. Then

a ring was purchased for the occasion ; and they

went in search of the lieutenant, with whom they

dined at a tavern, and not only made him acquainted

with the steps they had taken, but desired that he

would stand godfather to the bride : an employ-

ment which Jack accepted with demonstrations of

particular satisfaction; till chancing to look into

the street, and seeing Cadwallader approach the

door, in consequence of a message they had sent to

him by Pipes, he declined the office in favour of the

senior ; who was accordingly ordained for that pur-

pose, on the supposition that such a mark of regard

might facilitate his concurrence with a match,

which otherwise he would certainly oppose, as he

was a professed enemy to wedlock, and, as yet,

ignorant of Peregrine's intention.

After having congratulated Pickle upon his suc-

cession, and shook his two friends by the hand, the

misanthrope asked whose mare was dead, that he

was summoned in such a plaguy hurry from his

dinner, which he had been fain to gobble up like a

cannibal ? Our hero gave him to understand, that

they had made an appointment to drink tea with

two agreeable ladies, and were unwilling that he

should lose the opportunity of enjoying an enter-

tainment which he loved so much. — Crabtree,

shrivelling up his face like an autumn leaf at this

intimation, cursed his complaisance, and swore they
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should keep their assignation without him ; for he
and lechery had shook hands many years ago.
The bridegroom, however, likening him unto an

old coachman, who still delights in the smack of the
whip, and dropping some flattering hints of his
manhood, even at these years, he was gradually
prevailed upon to accompany them to the place of
rendezvous; where, being ushered into a dining-
room, they had not waited three minutes, when
they were joined by the parson, who had observed
the hour with great punctuality.

This gentleman no sooner entered the room, than
Cadwallader, in a whisper to Gauntlet, asked if
that was not the cock-bawd; and, before the captain
could make any reply, " What an unconscionable
whoremaster the rogue is 1" said he, " scarce dis-
charged from confinement, and sweetened with a
little fresh air, when he wenches with a pimp in
canonicals in his pay."—The door again opened,
and Emilia broke in upon them, with such dignity
of mien, and divinity of aspect, as inspired every
spectator with astonishment and admiration. The
lieutenant, who had not seen her since her charms
were ripened into such perfection, expressed his
wonder and approbation in an exclamation of
" Add's zooks ! what a glorious galley !" and the
misanthrope's visage was instantly metamorphosed
into the face of a mountain goat. He licked his
lips instinctively, snuffed the air, and squinted with
a most horrible obliquity of vision.
The bride and her sister being seated, and Hatch-

way having renewed his acquaintance with the
former, who recognized him with particular civility,
Peregrine withdrew into another apartment with
his friend Crabtree, to whom he imparted the de-
sign of this meeting ; which the latter no sooner
understood, than he attempted to retreat, without
making any other reply than that of "Pshaw ! rot
your matrimony ! can't you put your neck in the
noose, without my being a witness ofyour folly?"
The young gentleman, in order to vanquish this

aversion, stepped to the door of the next room, and
begged the favour of speaking with Emilia, to whom
he introduced the testy old bachelor, as one of his
particular friends, who desired to have the honour
of giving her away. The bewitching smile with
which she received his salute, and granted his re-
quest, at once overcame the disapprobation of the
misanthrope, who, with a relaxation in his counte-
nance, which had never been perceived before that
instant, thanked her in the most polite terms for
such an agreeable mark of distinction. He accord-
ingly led her into the dining-room, where the cere-
mony was performed without delay ; and after the
husband had asserted his prerogative on her lips,
the whole company saluted her by the name of
Mrs. Pickle.

I shall leave the sensible reader to judge what
passed at this juncture within the bosoms of the new
married couple

: Peregrine's heart was fired with in-
expressible ardour and impatience ; while the tran-
sports of the bride were mingled with a dash of
diffidence and apprehension. Gauntlet saw it would
be too much for both to bear their present tantaliz-
ing situation till night, without some amusement to
diverge their thoughts ; and therefore proposed to

i pass part of the evening at the public entertainments
lin Marybone Gardens, which were at that time fre-
quented by the best company in town. The scheme
was relished by the discreet Sophy, who saw the

j

meaning of the proposal, and the bride submitted to
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the persuasion of her sister ; so that, after tea, two
coaches were called, and Peregrine was forcibly
separated from his charmer during the conveyance.
The new married couple and their company

having made shift to spend the evening, and supped
on a slight collation in one of the boxes, Peregrine's
patience was almost quite exhausted; and taking
Godfrey aside, he imparted his intention to withdraw
in private from the sea-wit of his friend Hatchway,
who would otherwise retard his bliss with unseason-
able impediments, which, at present, he could not
possibly bear. Gauntlet, who sympathized with
his impatience, undertook to intoxicate the lieute-

nant with bumpers to the joy of the bride, and, in the
mean time, desired Sophy to retire with his sister,

under the auspices of Cadwallader, who promised to
squire them home.
The ladies were accordingly conducted to the

coach, and Jack proposed to the captain, that, for
the sake of the joke, the bridegroom should be plied
with liquor, in such a manner as would effectually
disable him from enjoying the fruits of his good
fortune for one night at least. Gauntlet seemed to
relish the scheme, and they prevailed upon Pickle
to accompany them to a certain tavern, on pretence
of drinking a farewell glass to a single life;

there the bottle was circulated, till Hatchway's
brain began to suffer innovation. As he had secured
our hero's hat and sword, he felt no apprehension of
an elopement, which, however, was effected ; and
the youth hastened on the wings of love to the arms
of his enchanting bride. He found Crabtree in a
parlour waiting for his return, and disposed to en-
tertain him with a lecture upon temperance ; to
which he paid very little attention, but ringing for
Emilia's maid, desired to know if her mistress was
a-bed. Being answered in the affirmative, he sent her
up stairs to announce his arrival, undressed himself
to a loose gown and slippers, and wishing the mis-
anthrope good night, after having desired to see him
next day, followed in person to the delicious scene,
where he found her elegantly dished out, the fairest
daughter of chastity and love.

When he approached, she was overwhelmed with
confusion, and hid her lovely face from his tran-
sporting view. Mrs. Gauntlet, seeing his eyes
kindled at the occasion, kissed her charming sister,

who, throwing her snowy arms about her neck,
would have detained her in the room, had not Pere-
grine gently disengaged her confidant from her
embrace, and conducted her trembling to the door

;

which having bolted and barricadoed, he profited by
his good fortune, and his felicity was perfect.
Next day he rose about noon, and found his three

friends assembled, when he learned that Jack had
fallen in his, own snare, and been obliged to lie in
the same tavern where he fell ; a circumstance of
which he was so much ashamed, that Peregrine and
his wife escaped many jokes, which he would have
certainly cracked, had he not lain under the impu-
tation of this disgrace. In half an hour after he
came down, Mrs. Pickle appeared with Sophy,
blushing like Aurora or the Goddess of Health, and
sending forth emanations of beauty unparalleled.
She was complimented upon her change of situation
by all present, and by none more warmly than by
old Crabtree, who declared himself so well satisfied
with his friend's fortune, as to be almost reconciled
to that institution, against which he had declaimed
during the best part of his life.

An express was immediately despatched to Mrs.
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Gauntlet, with an account of her daughter's

marriage ; a town-house was hired, and a hand-

some equipage set up, in which the new married

pair appeared at all public places, to the astonish-

ment of our adventurer's fair-weather friends, and

the admiration of all the world : for, in point of

figure, such another couple was not to be found in

the whole united kingdom. Envy despaired, and

detraction was struck dumb, when our hero's new

accession of fortune was consigned to the celebra-

tion of public fame : Emilia attracted the notice of

all observers, from the pert Templar to the sovereign

himself, who was pleased to bestow encomiums upon

the excellence of her beauty. Many persons of

consequence, who had dropped the acquaintance of

Peregrine in the beginning of his decline, now made

open efforts to cultivate his friendship anew ; but

he discouraged all these advances with the most

mortifying disdain; and one day when the noble-

man, whom he had formerly obliged, came up to

him in the drawing-room, with the salutation of

"Your servant, Mr. Fickle," he eyed him with a

look of ineffable contempt, saying, "I suppose your
lordship is mistaken in your man," and turned his

head another way, in presence of the whole court.

When he had made a circuit round all the places

frequented by the beau monde, to the utter confusion

of those against whom his resentment was kindled,

paid off his debts, and settled his money-matters in

town, Hatchway was dismissed to the country, in

order to prepare for the reception of his fair Emilia.

In a few days after his departure the whole com-
pany (Cadwallader himself included) set out for his

father's house, and, in their way, took up Mrs.

Gauntlet the mother, who was sincerely rejoiced to

see our hero in the capacity of her son-in-law.

From her habitation they proceeded homewards at

an easy pace, and, amidst the acclamations of the

whole parish, entered their own house, where

Emilia was received in the most tender manner by

Mr. Clover's wife, who had provided every thing

for her ease and accommodation, and, next day,

surrendered unto her the management of her own
household affairs.

THE REGICIDE; or, JAMES I. OF SCOTLAND.
A TRAGEDY.

„, , . .... nunc—Tov B vixvottoiov, aurot ay t.«t>; ptAq,
Anxietate carens animus facit, omnia acerbi

XaipovTa Wktuv.— Impatiens, cupidus silvarum, aptusque bibendis
Eump. IKETIA. Fontibus Aonidum. Juvknal.

PREFACE.
Whatever reluctance I have to trouble the public with a

detail of the mortifications I have suffered in my attempts to

bring the ensuing performance on the stage, I think it a duty

incumbent upon me to declare my reasons for presenting it

in this extraordinary manner
;
and, if the explanation shall

be found either tedious or trifling, I hope the candid reader

will charge my impertinence upon those who drove me to the

necessity of making such an ineffectual appeal.

Besides, I flatter myself, that a fair representation of the

usage I have met with will be as a beacon to caution other

inexperienced authors against the insincerity of managers ;

to which they might otherwise become egregious dupes, and,

after a cajoling dream of good fortune, wake in all the aggra-

vation of disappointment.

Although I claim no merit for having finished a tragedy at

the age of eighteen, I cannot help thinking myself entitled

to some share of indulgence, for the humility, industry, and

patience I have exerted during a period of ten years, in which

this unfortunate production hath been exposed to the cen-

sure of critics of all degrees, and, in consequence of their

several opinions, altered, and I hope amended, times with-

out number.

Had some of those who were pleased to call themselves my
friends been at any pains to deserve the character, and told

me ingenuously what I had to expect in the capacity of an

author, when I first professed myself of that venerable fra-

ternity, I should, in all probability, have spared myself the

incredible labour and chagrin I have since undergone. But,

as early as the year 1739, my play was taken into the protec-

tion of one of those little fellows who are sometimes called

great men
;
and, like other orphans, neglected accordingly.

Stung with resentment, which I mistook for contempt, I

resolved to punish this barbarous indifference, and actually

discarded my patron ;
consoling myself with the barren

praise of a few associates, who, in the most indefatigable

manner, employed their time and influence in collecting from

all quarters observations on my piece, which, in consequence

of those suggestions, put on a new appearance almost every

day, until my occasions called me out of the kingdom.

Soon after my return, I and my production were intro-

duced to a late patentee, of courteous memory, who (rest his

soul!) found means to amuse me a whole season, and then

declared it impracticable to bring it on till next year ;
ad-

vising me to make my application more early in the winter,

that we might have time to concert such alterations as should

be thought necessary for its successful appearance on the

stage. But I did not find my account in following this

wholesome advice ; for, to me, he was always less and less at

leisure. In short, after sundry promises, and numberless

evasions, in the course of which he practised upon me the

whole art of procrastination, I demanded his final answer,

with such obstinacy and warmth, that he could no longer

resist my importunity, and refused my tragedy in plain

terms. Not that he mentioned any material objections to

the piece itself, but seemed to fear my interest was not suffi-

cient to support it in the representation; affirming that no

dramatic composition, however perfect, could succeed with

an English audience by its own merit only, but must entirely

depend upon a faction raised in its behalf. Incensed at this

unexpected declaration, I reproached him bitterly for having

trifled with me so long ; and, like my brother Bays, threat-

ened to carry my performance to the other house.

This was actually my intention, when I was given to un-

derstand by a friend, that a nobleman of great weight had

expressed an inclination to peruse it; and that, as interest

was requisite, I could not do better than gratify his desire

with all expedition. I committed it accordingly to the care

of my counsellor, who undertook to give me a good account

of it in less than a fortnight. But four months elapsed before

I heard any tidings of my play ; and then it was retrieved by

pure accident, I believe, from the most dishonourable apart

ment of his lordship's house.
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Enraged at the behaviour of this supercilious peer, and ex-
ceedingly mortified at the miscarriage of all my efforts, I

wreaked my resentment upon the innocent cause of my dis-

graces, and forthwith condemned it to oblivion, where, in all

probability, it would have for ever slept, like a miserable

abortion, had not a young gentleman of learning and taste

waked my paternal sense, and persuaded me not only to

rescue it from the tomb, where it had lain two whole years,

but also to new-model the plan, which was imperfect and
undigested before, and mould it into a regular tragedy, con-
fined within the unities of the drama.

Thus improved, it fell into the hands of a gentleman who
had wrote for the stage, and happened to please him so much,
that he spoke of it very cordially to a young nobleman, since

deceased, who, in a most generous manner, charged himself
with the care of introducing it to the public; and, in the
meantime, honoured me with his own remarks, in conformity
to which, it was immediately altered, and offered by his lord-
ship to the new manager of Drury-lane theatre. It was
about the latter end of the season when this candid person-
age, to whom I owe many obligations for the exercises of
patience he has set me, received the performance, which,
stme weeks after, he returned, assuring my friend that he
was preengaged to another author, but if I could be prevailed
upon to reserve it till the ensuing winter, he would bring it

on. In the interim my noble patron left London, whither he
was doomed never to return ; and the conscientious manager,
next season, instead of fulfilling his own promise and my
expectation, gratified the town with the production of aplay,
the fate of which everybody knows.

I shall leave the reader to make his reflections on this

event, and proceed to relate the other particulars of fortune
that attended my unhappy issue, which in the succeeding
spring, had the good luck to acquire the approbation of an
eminent wit, who proposed a few amendments, and recom-
mended it to a person, by whose influence I laid my account
with seeing it appear at last, with such advantage as should
make ample amends for all my disappointments.

But here, too, I reckoned without my host. The master of
Covent Garden theatre bluntly rejected it, as a piece altoge-

ther unfit for the stage; even after he had told me, in pre-
sence of another gentleman, that he believed he should not
venture to find fault with my performance, which had gained
the good opinion of the honourable person who approved
and recommended my play.

Baffled in every attempt, I renounced all hopes of its seeing
the light, when a humane lady of quality interposedso urgently
in its behalf with my worthy friend the other manager, that
he very complaisantly received it again, and had recourse to
the old mystery of protraction, which he exercised with such
success, that the season was almost consumed before he
could afford it a reading. My patience being by this time
quite exhausted, I desired a gentleman, who interested him-
self in my concerns, to go and expostulate with the vaticide.

And, indeed, this piece of friendship he performed with so
much zeal, upbraiding him with his evasive and presump-
tuous behaviour, that the sage politician was enraged at his

reprimand, and in the mettle of his wrath pronounced my
play a wretched piece, deficient in language, sentiment,
character, and plan. My friend, who was surprised at the
hardiness and severity of this sentence, asking how he came
to change his opinion, which had been more favourable when
the tragedy was first put into his hands, he answered, that
his opinion was not altered, neither had he ever uttered an
expression in its favour.

This was an unlucky assertion—for the other immediately
produced a letter which I had received from the young noble-
man two years before, beginning with these words

—

"Sir, I have received Mr. L—'s answer; who says, he
thinks your play has uudubitable merit, but has prior pro-
mises to Mr. T n, as an honest man, cannot be evaded."
—And concluding thus:—"As the manager has promised
me the choice of the season next year, if you'll be advised by
lue, rest it with me."

After having made some remarks suitable to the occasion,
my friend left him to chew the cud of reflection, the result
of which was, a message to my patroness, importing (with

many expressions of duty) that neither the circumstances of
his company, nor the advanced season of the year, would
permit him to obey her command, but if I would wait till

next winter, and during the summer make such alterations

as I had agreed to, at a conference with some of his prin-
cipal performers, he would assuredly put my play in re

hearsal, and in the mean time give me an obligation in

writing, for my further satisfaction. I would have taken
him at his word, without hesitation, but was persuaded to

dispense with the proffered security, that I might not seem to

doubt the influence or authority of her ladyship. The play,

however, was altered and presented to this upright director,

who renounced his engagement, without the least scruple,

apology, or reason assigned.

Thus have I in the most impartial manner (perhaps too

circumstantially) displayed the conduct of those playhouse
managers with whom I have had any concern, relating to

my tragedy. And whatever disputes have happened between
the actors and me, are suppressed as frivolous animosities,

unworthy of the reader's attention.

Had I suffered a repulse when I first presented my per-

formance, I should have had cause to complain of my being
excluded from that avenue to the public favour, which ought
to lie open to all men of genius ; and how far I deserve that
distinction, I now leave the world to decide; after I have, in
justice to myself, declared that my hopes of success were not
derived from the partial applause of my own friends only,

but inspired (as some of my greatest enemies know) by the

approbation of persons of the first note in the republic of

taste, whose countenance, I vainly imagined, would have
been an effectual introduction to the stage.

Be that as it will, I hope the unprejudiced observer will

own, with indignation and disdain, that every disappoint-
ment I have endured, was an accumulated injury; and the
whole of my adversary's conduct, a series of the most unjus-
tifiable equivocation and insolent absurdity. For, though he
may be excusable in refusing a work of this kind, either on
account of his ignorance or discernment, surely neither the
one nor the other can vindicate his dissimulation and breach
of promise to the author.

Abuse of prerogative, in matters of greater importance,
prevails so much at present, and is so generally overlooked,

that it is almost ridiculous to lament the situation of authors,
who must either at once forego all opportunities of acquiring
reputation in dramatic poetry, or humble themselves so, as to

soothe the pride and humour the petulance of a mere Goth,
who, by the most preposterous delegation of power, may
become the sole arbiter of tins kind of writing.

Nay, granting that a bard is willing to prostitute his talents

so shamefully, perhaps he may never find an occasion to

practise this vile condescension to advantage. For, after he
has gained admission to a patentee (who is often more diffi-

cult of access than a sovereign prince), and even made shift

to remove all other objections, an unsurmountable obstacle

may be raised by the manager's avarice, which will dissuade
him from hazarding a certain expense on an uncertain issue,

when he can fill his theatre without running any risk, or
disoblige his principal actors, by putting them to the trouble

of studying new parts.

Besides, he will be apt to say within himself, " If I must
entertain the town with variety, it is but natural that I

should prefer the productions of my friends, or of those who
have any friends worth obliging, to the works of obscure
strangers, who have nothing to recommend them but a
doubtful superiority of merit, which, in all likelihood, will

never rise in judgment against me."
That such have been the reflections of patentees, I believe

no man of intelligence and veracity will deny ; and I will
venture to affirm, that on the strength of interest or con-
nexion with the stage, some people have commenced
dramatic authors, who otherwise would have employed their
faculties in exercises better adapted to their capacity.

After what has been said, any thing by way of application
would be an insult on the understanding of the public, to
which I owe and acknowledge the most indelible obligation
for former favours, as well as for the uncommon encourage-
ment I have received in the publication of the following play.

F F
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Guards, Attendants, &c.

I Queen.
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ACT THE FIRST.

SCENE I.—A Convent in Perth.—Angus, Dunbar.

Dun. But that my duty calls, I would decline

Th' unwelcome office. Now, when justice waves

Her flaming sword, and loudly claims her due,

Thus to arrest her arm, and offer terms

Of peace to traitors, who avow their crime,

Is to my apprehension weak, and suits

But little with the majesty of kings.

AVhy sleeps the wonted valour of our prince ?

Angus. Not to th' ensanguin'd field of death alone

Is Valour limited. She sits serene

In the delih'rate council ;
sagely scans

The source of action ;
weighs, prevents, provides,

And scorns to count her glories, from the feats

Of brutal force alone.

—

—What frenzy were it

To risk our fortune on th' unsure event

Of one occurrence, naked as we are

To unforeseen disaster, when the terms

We proffer, may retard th' impending blow?

—Better to conquer by delay. The rage

Of Athol's fierce adherents, flush'd with hope

Of plunder and revenge, will soon abate,

And ev'ry hour bring succour to our cause.

Bun. AVell hast thou taught me, how the piercing

Of calm sagacity excels the dint [eye

Of headstrong resolution. Yet, my soul

Pants for a fair occasion to revenge

My father's wrongs on Athol's impious head

!

Yes, Angus, while the blood of March revolves

Within my veins, the traitor shall not find

His perfidy forgot. But what of this?

What are my private injuries, compar'd

To those he "meditates against the state

!

Against a prince with ev'ry virtue grac'd

That dignifies the throne, to whom the ties

Of kindred and allegiance could not bind

His faithless heart. Not ev^n the sacred bond

Of friendship unreserv'd !—For well thou know'st,

The king securely listen'd to his voice,

As to an oracle.

Ana. 'Twas there indeed

He triumph'd in his guile !—Th' unwary prince,

Sooth'd by his false professions, crown'd his guilt

With boundless confidence; and little thought

That very confidence supplied his foe

With means to shake his throne !—While Athol led

His royal kinsman through the dang'rous path

Of sudden reformation, and observ'd

What murmurs issued from the giddy crowd.

Each popular commotion he improv'd

By secret ministers : and disavow'd

Those very measures he himself devis'd

!

Thus cherish'd long by his flagitious arts,

Rebellion glow'd in secret, till at length

His scheme mature, and all our loyal Thanes

At their own distant homes repos'd secure,

The flame burst out. Now from his native hills,

With his accomplice Grime, and youthful heir,

Impetuous Stuart, like a sounding storm

He rushes down with five revolting clans

;

Displays a spurious title to the crown,

Arraigns the justice of his monarch's sway,

And by this sudden torrent, means, no doubt,

To sweep him from the throne.

Dun. Aspiring villain !

A fit associate has he chose. A wretch

Of soul more savage breathes not vital air

Than Grime ; but Stuart, 'till of late, maintain'd

A fairer fame.

Ang. A cherish'd hope expires

In his dishonour too !—While Stuart's ear

Was deaf to vicious counsel, and his soul

Remain'd unshaken, by th' enchanting lure

Which vain ambition spread before his eye,

He bloom'd the pride of Caledonia's youth,

In virtue, valour, and external grace

:

For thou, sole rival of his fame, wast train'd

To martial deeds, in climes remote.

Dun. O Thane '.

Whatever wreaths from danger's steely crest

My sword hath won ; whatever toils sustain'd

Beneath the sultry noon, and cold damp night,

Could ne'er obtain for me one genial smile

Of her, who bless'd that happy rival's vows

With mutual love !—Why should I dread to own

The tender throbbings of my captive heart

;

The melting passion which has long inspir'd

My breast for Eleonora, and implore

A parent's sanction to support my claim ?

Ang. Were she more fair and gentle than she is,

(And to my partial eye, nought e'er appear'd

So gently fair,) I would approve thy claim

To her peculiar smiles.

Dun. Then will I strive

With unremitted ardour, to subdue

Her coy reluctance ; while I scorn the threats

Of frantic jealousv that flames unrein'd

In Stuart's breast"!—But see ! the fair one comes,

In all the pride of dazzling charms array'd.

SCENE H—Angus, Dunbar, Eleonora.

Eleon. Something of moment, by afresh despatch

Imparted to the king, requires in haste

The presence of my sire.

Ang. Forbear a while

Thy parley with the foe ; and here attend

Our consultation's issue. [Exit Ang.

SCENE HJ.—Dunbar, Eleonora.

Dun. El it sui*s

A soldier's tongue, to plead the cause of love,

In phrase adapted to the tender theme :

But trust me, beauteous wonder ! when I swear.

Not the keen impulse, and impatient hope

Of glory, glowing in the warrior's breast,

With more awaken'd transport fill'd my soul

When the fierce battle rag'd, than that I feel

At thv approach !—My tongue has oft reveal'd

The dictates of my heart ; but thou, averse,

With cold disdain, hast ever chill'd my hopes,

And scorn'd my proffer'd vows !

—

Eleon . O youth, beware

!

Let not the flow'ry scenes of joy and peace,

That faithless passion to the view presents.

Ensnare thee into woe !—Thou little know'st

What mischief lurks in each deceitful charm

;

What griefs attend on love.

Dun. Keen are the pangs

Of hapless love, and passion unapprov'd

:

But where consenting wishes meet, and vows

Reciprocally breath'd, confirm the tie,

Joy rolls on joy, an inexhausted stream

!

And virtue crowns the sacred scene with peace

!
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Eleon. Illusion all ! the phantoms of a mind
That o'er its present fate repining, courts

The vain resource of Fancy's airy dreams.
War is thy province—war be thy pursuit.

Dun. O ! thou would tell me, I am savage all

—

Too much estrang'd to the soft arts of life, [school

—

To warm thy breast !—Yes, war has been my
War's rough sincerity, unskill'd in modes
Of peaceful commerce—soften'd not the less

To pious truth, humanity, and love.

Eicon. Yes :—I were envious to refuse applause,
When ev'ry mouth is open'd in thy praise.

—

I were ungrateful not to yield thee more,
Distinguish'd by thy choice ; and though my heart
Denies thee love, thy virtues have acquir'd

Th' esteem of Eleonora.
Dun. O ! thy words

Would fire the hoary hermit's languid soul

With ecstasies of pride !—How then shall I,

Elate with ev'ry vainer hope, that warms
Th' aspiring thought of youth, thy praise sustain

With moderation ? Cruelly benign !

Thou hast adorn'd the victim
;
but, alas '.

Thou likewise giv'st the blow !

—Though Nature's hand
With so much art has blended ev'ry grace
In thy enchanting form, that ev'ry eye'

With transport views thee, and conveys unseen
The soft infection to the vanquish'd soul,

Yet wilt thou not the gentle passion own,
That vindicates thy sway !

—

Eleon. 0 gilded curse !

More fair than rosy morn, when first she smiles

O'er the dew-brighten'd verdure of the spring

!

But more deceitful, tyrannous, and fell

Than syrens, tempests, and devouring flame

!

May I ne'er sicken, languish and despair
Within thy dire domain !—Listen, ye powers !

And yield your sanction to my purpos'd vow

—

—If e'er my breast [Kneeling.

Dun. For ever let me pine
In secret misery, divore'd from hope !

But, ah, forbear ! nor forfeit thy own peace,
Perhaps in one rash moment.

SCENE IV.

—

Dunbar, Eleonora, Herald.
Her. From the tower

That fronts the hills, due north, a moving host
Is now descried

;
and, from the southern gate,

A cloud of dust is seen to roll ; the gleam
Of burnish'd arms, oft through the dusky sphere
Salutes the dazzled eye ;—a loyal hand
With valiant Ramsay, from the banks of Tweed,
That hastens to our aid. The first, suppos'd
The rebel train of Athol. By command
Of Angus, I attend thee, to demand
An audience of the foe.

Dun. I follow straight. [Exit Herald.
Whate'er is amiably fair—Whate'er
Inspires the gen'rous aim of chaste desire,

My soul contemplates and adores in thee

!

Yet will I not with vain complainings vex
Thy gentle nature. My unblemish'd love
Shall plead in my behalf. [Exit Dunbar.

SCENE V.—Eleonora.
Eleon. Adieu, brave youth

!

Why art thou doom'd to suffer fruitless pains ?

And why, alas ! am I the destin'd wretch
That must inflict them ?—Agonizing thought

!

I yielded up my fond believing heart
To him who basely left it, for the charms

43o

I Of treacherous ambition !—hapless Stuart

!

How art thou chang'd ! how lost ! thy cruel fate,

Like a false harlot, smiles thee into ruin !

SCENE VI.

—

Enter Stuart disguised like a priest.

Stuart, Eleonora. [high
Stuart. The mighty schemes of empire soar too

For your distinction, daughter. Simple woman
Is weak in intellect, as well as frame,
And judges often from the partial voice
That soothes her wishes most. [Discovering himself

Eleon. Ha, frantic youth !

What guilty purpose leads thy daring steps

To this forbidden place ?—Art thou not come
Beneath that sacred veil, the more to brave
Th' avenging hand of Heav'n ?

Stuart. No—that I tread
The paths of danger, where each bosom pants
With keen revenge against me, speaks aloud
The fervour of my love—My love misplac'd !

Else, would'st thou not receive the gen'rous proof
Wit h auger and disdain.

Eicon. Have I not cause
To drive thee from my heart ?—Hast thou not chas'd
All faith, and truth, and loyalty from thine ?

Say, hast thou not conspir'd against thy prince ?

A prince who cherish'd thee with parent's zeal,

With friendship honour'd thee, and ev'ry day
With bounteous favour crown'd thy rising wish ?

Stuart. Curse on his arts!—his aim was to enslave
Th' aspiring soul, to stifle and repress
Th' energing dictates of my native right,

To efface the glowing images within,
Awak'd by glory, and retain by fraud
The sceptre he usurps !

Eleon. Insidious charge!
As feeble as unjust ! for, clear as day
In course direct

Stuart. In idle argument
Let us not now consume the precious hour;
The middle stream is pass'd ; and the safe shore
Invites our dauntless footsteps—Yonder sun,
That climbs the noon-tide arch, already sees
Twelve thousand vassals, marching in the train
Of warlike Athol ; and before the shades
Of ev'ning deepen, Perth's devoted walls
Will shake before them—Ere the tempest roars,
I come to snatch thee from th' impending storm

—

Eleon. 0 impotent of thought !—0 ! dead to
Shall I for pompous infamy forego [shame

!

Th' eternal peace that virtue calls her own ?

Stuart. Or, say thy love, inconstant as the wave.
Another object claims. False—perjur'd maid

!

I mark'd thy minion, as he charm'd thine ear
With grov'ling adulation. Yes, I saw
Thy looks, in artful languishment, disclose
Thy yielding soul, and heard thy tongue proclaim
The praises of Dunbar.

Eleon. Away—away

!

I scorn thy mean suspicion, and renounce
Thy passion with thy crimes. Though bred in cam p*
Dunbar is gentle, gen'rous, and humane

;

Possess'd of ev'ry manly grace, to win
The coyest virgin's heart.

—

Stuart. Perdition whelm
The prostrate sycophant !—may heav'n exhaust
Its thunder on my head may hell disgorge
Infernal plagues to blast me, if I cease
To persecute the caitiff, till his blood
Assuage my parch'd revenge !—perfidious slave !

To steal between me and my darling hope !
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:

The traitor durst not, had I been—0 vows

!

Where is your obligation ?—Eleonora !

O lovely curse ! restore me to myself !— [storm

Eleon. Rage on, fierce youth,more savage than the

That howls on Thule's shore !—th' unthrifty maid,

Too credulously fond ! who gave away
Her heart so lavishly, deserves to wed
The woes that from her indiscretion flow !

—

—Yet ev'n my folly should, with thee, obtain

A fairer title and a kinder fate ! [pow'rs !

Stuart. Ha ! weep'st thou ?—witness all ye sacred

Her philters have undone me !—lo, my wrath

Subsides again to love !—Enchantress ! say,

Why hast thou robb'd me of my reason thus ?

Eleon. Has Eleonora robb'd thee ?—O recal

Those flatt'ring arts thy own deceit employ'd

To wreck my peace !—recal thy fervent vows
Of constant faith—thy sighs and ardent looks !

Then whisper to thy soul, those vows were false

—

Those sighs unfaithful, and those looks disguis'd

!

Stuart. Thou—thou art chang'd—but Stuart still

the same

!

Ev'n while thou chid'st me, ev'ry tender wish

Awakes anew, and in my glowing breast

Unutterable fondness pants again

!

—Wilt thou not smile again, as when, reclin'd

By Tay's smooth-gliding stream, we softly breath'd

Our mutual passion to the vernal breeze ? [paths

Eleon. Adieu—dear scenes, adieu—ye fragrant

So courted once—ye spreading boughs, that wave
Your blossoms o'er the stream !—delightful shades

!

Where the bewitching music of thy tongue

First charm'd my captive soul !—when gentle love

Inspir'd the soothing tale !—Love—sacred love

That lighted up his flame at Virtue's lamp

!

Stuart. In time's eternal round, shall we not hail

Another season equally serene ?

—To-day, in snow array'd, stern winter rules

The ravag'd plain—Anon the teeming earth

Unlocks her stores, and spring adorns the year

:

And shall not we—while fate, like winter, frowns,

Expect revolving bliss ?

Eleon. Wouldst thou return

To loyalty and me—my faithful heart

Would welcome thee again !

—

Angus [within.'] Guard every gate

That none may 'scape

—

Eleon. Ha !—Whither wilt thou fly ?

Discover'd and beset

!

Stuart. Let Angus come

—

His short-iiv'd pow'r I scorn

—

[Throws away his disguise.

SCENE VII.—Enter Angus with Guards,

Stuart, Eleonora.

Angus. What dark resolve,

By gloomy Athol plann'd, has hither led

Thy steps presumptuous ?—Eleonora, hence.—
It ill befits thee—but, no more—away

—

I'll brook no answer [Exit Eleonora.

—Is it not enough,
To lift Rebellion's impious brand on high,

And scorch the face of Faith ; that ye thus creep
In ruffian ambush, seeking to perform
The deed ye dare not trust to open war ? [hate

Stuart. Thou little know'st me—or thy rankling
Defrauds my courage. Wherefore should I skulk
Like the dishonour'd wretch, whose hireling steel,

In secret lifted, reeks with human gore,

When valiant Athol hastens at the head
Of warlike thousands, to assert our cause ?

Ang. The cause of treason never was confin'd

To deeds of open war ; but still adopts

The stab of crouching murder. Thy revolt,

The stern contraction of thy sullen brow,

And this disguise, apostate ! speak thee bent

On fatal errand.

Stuart. That thou seest me here

Unarm'd, alone, from Angus might obtain

A fair interpretation—Stuart's love

Pleads not in mystic terms ; nor are my vows
To Eleonora cancell'd or unknown
Vows by thyself indulg'd, ere envy yet,

Or folly had induc'd thee, to embrace
The fortunes of our foe. Thy foul reproach

My soul retorts on thee ! and mark, proud lord,

Revenge will have its turn !

—

Ang. Ha ! must I bear

A beardless traitor's insults ?
—

'tis not mine
To wage a fruitless war of words with thee, [just,

Vain-glorious stripling. While thine aims were

I seal'd thy title to my daughter's love

;

But now, begrim'd with treason, as thou art,

By heav'n ! not diadems and thrones shall bribe

My approbation !—But the king himself

Shall judge thy conduct !—Guards

—

SCENE VHI.

—

Enter Eleonora, who kneels.

0 ! let me thus

Implore compassion at a parent's knees,

Who ne'er refus'd

Ang. Convey him hence.

[Stuart is led off.

Arise

—

Remember, Eleonora, from what source

Thine origin is drawn. Thy mother's soul

In purity excell'd the snowy fleece [charms,

That clothes our northern hills!—her youthful

Her artless blush, her look serenely sweet,

Her dignity of mien and smiles of love

Survive in thee—Let me behold thee too

Her honour's heiress [Exit Angus.

SCENE IX.

Eleon. Yes— I will adhere

To this ill-omen'd honour ! sacrifice

Life's promis'd joys to its austere decree

;

And vindicate the glories of my race,

At the sad price of peace !—If Athol's arm
(Which heav'n avert !) to treason add success,

My father's death will join his sov'reign's fall,

And if the cause of royalty prevail,

Each languid hope with Stuart must expire !

—

From thought to thought, perplex'd, in vain I stray,

To pining anguish doom'd and fell dismay

!

ACT THE SECOND.

—

Scene continues.

Angus, Dunbar.

Dun. By heav'n it glads me, that my sword shall

An ample "field to-day. The king arous'd, [find

Chafes like a lion in the toils betray'd !

Ang. I mark'd his indignation, as it rose

At Athol's proud reply, from calm concern

To anxious tumult, menacing disdain,

And overboiling wrath. But say, my friend,

How move the rebels ?—Are their ranks dispos'd

By military skill ?—Or come they on

In undistinguish'd crowds ?

—

Dun. In concourse rude

They swarm undisciplin'd—all arm'd alike

With sword and target. On their first assault

(Fearless, indeed, and headlong!) all their hopes
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Of conquest must depend. If we, unbroke,
Sustain their onset ; little skill'd in war,
To wheel, to rally, and renew the charge,
Confusion, havock, and dismay, will seize
Th' astonish'd rout.

Ang. What numbers bring they on ?

Dun. Ten thousand, as I guess.
Ang. Ours scarce amount

To half the number
; yet, with those, we mean

To hazard an encounter. Thou, meanwhile,
Shall visit ev'ry passage, sound th' alarm,
And man the city-walls. Here I attend
The king—and lo ! he comes. [Exit Dunbar.

SCENE n.—King, Angus.
King. .—The commonweal

Has been consulted. Tenderness and zeal
Became the parent. Those have nought avail'd,

—

Now, let correction speak the king incens'd !

Ang. Not without cause, my liege, shall dread
rebuke

Attend your royal wrath. What reign shall 'scape
Rebellion's curse, when your paternal sway
Has hatch'd the baneful pest ?

King. Let Heaven decide
Between me and my foes. That I would spare
The guiltless blood which must our quarrel dye,
No other proof requires, than my advance
To reconcilement—opposite, perhaps,
To my own dignity. But I will rise
In vengeance mighty ! and dispel the clouds
That have bedimm'd my state.

Ang. The odds are great
Between the numbers : but our cause is just

:

Our soldiers regularly train'd to war,
And not a breast among us entertains
A doubt of victory.

King. O valiant Thane !

Experienc'd oft, and ever trusty found

!

Thy penetrating eye, and active zeal,

Pirst brought this foul conspiracy to light

;

And now thy faithful vassals first appear
In arms for my defence !—Thy recompense
My love shall study.
Ang. Blotted bo my name

From honour's records, when I stand aloof,
Regardless of the danger that surrounds
The fortunes of my prince !

King. I know thee well.
Mean time, our care must be, to obviate,
With circumspection and preventive skill,

Their numbers. In unequal conflict joins
Th' unwieldy spear that loads the borderer,
With the broad targe and expeditious sword :

The loyal band that from the hills of Lorn
Arriv'd, shall in our front advance, and stand
With targe to targe, and blade to blade oppos'd

;

The spears extended form the second line,
And our light archers hover to and fro,
To gall their flanks. Whatever accident
In battle shall befal, thy vigilance
Will remedy. Myself will here remain
To guard the town, and with a small reserve,
(If need requires) thine exigence supply.
• Ang. With joy the glorious task I undertake !'

[Exeunt.
SCENE HI.

—

Dunbar, Ramsay.
Ham. They halt, and occupy the narrow pass

Form'd by the river and th' impending hill

;

With purpose, as I deem, to charge our host
On the small plain that skirts the town.

Dun. 'Tis well.
Thus hemm'd, their useless numbers will involve
Themselves in tumult, to our arms secure
An easy conquest, and retard their flight.
To Angus hie thee straight with this advice.
My task perform'd, I wait the king's command
In this appointed place. [Exit Ramsay

SCENE IV.—Eleonora, Dunbar.
Eleon. I sought thee, youth.

—

Ere yet this dreadful crisis shall decide
The public fate, let us to private woe
Devote one moment !—Tel! me, brave Dunbar,
Wilt thou not, from the hurry of the day,
One moment snatch to hear me, and condole
The anguish of my soul ?

Dun. 0 Eleonora

!

Sooner shall the parch'd traveller refuse
The gelid fountain, than my raptur'd soul
The music of thy tongue !—What grief profanes
Thy spotless bosom ?—happy ! far above
The pride of conquerors, were I to ease
Thy sorrow's pangs !

—

Eleon. Thy gen'rous heart alone
Can brook the enterprise

—

Dun. O ! task my love
;

That I, more swift than gales that sweep the plain.
May fly to thy relief!

Eleon. Then summon up
Those elevated thoughts that lift the soul
To virtue's highest pinnacle ; the boon
My misery demands, will crave them all

!

Dun. Be it to brave the menaces of death,
In shape however horrid, so my faith
And love remain inviolate, my heart
Beats with unusual ardour ; and demands
The test, impatient !

—

Eicon. Friendless and forlorn
In fetters Stuart lies !

—

Dun. Ha

!

Eleon. From the snares
Of gloomy fate release him.
Dun. Cruel maid

!

Nay, let me call thee barbarous ! in spite
Of adoration. Could thy mind suggest
No forward slave, to set thy lover free,
But a despairing rival ?

—
'Tis not giv'n

Th' impassion'd soul of man to execute
A deed so fatal to its own repose !

Eleon. I sought not—witness, ye celestial powers!
To aggravate thy pain. My mind, perplex'd,
Revolv'd in silent woe, nor could unload
Her burden to another. Thou alone,
Hast won my fair opinion and my trust

;

And to thy word indebted, honour claims
Th' engagement all her own.
Dun. Yet, with reserve

Was that impawn'd
; my loyalty and love

Were sacred ev'n from that ; nor can I loose
His chains, without an injury to both !

Eleon. Cold—unaspiring is the love that dwells
With tim'rous caution ; and the breast untoueh'd
By glory's godlike fervour that retains
The scruples of discretion. Let the winds,
That have dispers'd thy promise, snatch thy vows!
Dun. Shall I, through rash enthusiasm, wed

Eternal anguish ? Shall I burst asunder
The bonds of awful justice, to preserve
The serpent that has poison'd all my peace S

No, Eleonora !—blasted be
Eleon. Take heed!
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Nor, by an oath precipitate involve

Thy fate beyond resource. For know, Dunbur,

The love of Stuart, with his guilt abjur'd,

This morn, my solemn vow to Heav'n appeal'd

Hath sever'd us for ever.

Dun. Then I'm still

!

Still as the gentle calm, when the hush'd wave

No longer foams before the rapid storm !

Let the young traitor perish, and his name
In dark oblivion rot

Eleon. Shall I, alas !

Supinely savage, from my ears exclude

The cries of youthful woe ?—of woe entail'd

By me, too ! If my heart denies him love,

My pity, sure, may flow ! Has he not griefs

That wake ev'n thy compassion? Say, Dunbar,

TJnmov'd couldst thou survey th' unhappy youth

(Whom but this morn beheld in pride of hope

And pow'r magnificent) stretch'd on the ground

Of a damp dungeon, groaning with despair,

"With not one friend his sorrows to divide,

And cheer his lone distress ?

Dun. Can I resist

So fair a motive, and so sweet a tongue ?

When thy soft heart with kind compassion glows,

Shall I the tender sentiment repress ?

No !—let me rather hail the social pang,

And ev'ry selfish appetite subdued,

Indulge a flame so gen'rous and humane !

Away with each emotion that suggests

A rival favour'd, and a traitor freed

!

My love unbounded reigns, and scorns to own
Reflection's narrow limits ! Yes, my fair,

This hour he shall be free [Exit Dunbar.

SCENE V—Exeoxora.

Eleon. O wondrous power

Of love beneficent !—0 gen'rous youth !

What recompense (thus bankrupt as I am)
Shall speak my grateful soul ! A poor return

Cold friendship renders to the fervid hope

Of fond desire ! and my invidious fate

Allows no more. But let me not bewail,

With avarice of grief, my private woe

;

When pale with fear, and harass"d with alarm,

My royal mistress, still benign to me,

The zealous tender of my duty claims. [Exit.

SCENE VL

—

Discovers Stuart in chains.

Stuart. Curse onmy headstrong passion !—I have

The wages of my folly !—Is it thus [earn'd

My faithless destiny requites my hope ?

SCENE VTL

—

Stuart, Duxbar.

Stuart. Ha ! com'st thou to insult my chains ?

—

My unpropitious demon gave me up ['Twas well

To vour resentment, tamely.

Dun. To exult

Ev'n o'er an enemy oppress'd, and heap

Affliction on th' afflicted, is the mark
And the mean triumph of a dastard souL

'Tis what Dunbar disdains. Perhaps, I come

To pity, not rejoice at Stuart's fate.

Stuart To pity!—Torture! am I fall'n so low ?

—

Ha ! recreant !—move thy pity !—Hell untie

These slavish manacles, that I may scourge

This wretched arrogant !

—

Dun. True courage scorns

To vent her prowess in a storm of words ;

And, to the valiant, actions speak alone.

Then let my deeds approve me. I am come

To give thee instant freedom.

Stuart. Mean'st thou death ?

I shall be free then. An apt minister

Th' usurper has ordain'd to perpetrate

His secret murders.

Dun. Why wilt thou belie

Thy own intelligence ?—Thou know'st my sword
Was ne'er accustom'd to the bravo's stab ;

Nor the designs of him so falsely styled

Usurper, ever sullied with a stain

Of cruelty or guile. My purpose is,

To knock thy fetters off, conduct thee safe

Without the city confines, and restore thee

To liberty and AthoL—
Stuart. Fawning coward

!

Thou—thou restore me !—thou unbind my chains

!

Impossible ;—Thy fears that I may 'scape,

Like vultures gnaw thee !

—

Dun. When the battle joins,

Thou shalt be answer'd.

—

Stuart. When the battle joins !

—

—Away dissembler !—Sooner wouldst thou beard

The lion in his rage, than fairly meet
My valour on the plain !

Dun. Ha ! who art thou, [throne

!

That I should dread thy threats ?—by Heav'n's high

I'll meet thee in a desert, to thy teeth

Proclaim thy treachery, and with my sword

Explore thy faithless heart !—Meanwhile, my steps

Shall guide thee to the field.

[Stuart is unchained, and presented with a sword.

Stuart. No !—lightning blast me
If I become thy debtor, proud Dunbar

!

Thy nauseous benefits shall not enslave

My free-born will. Here, captive as I am,

Thy lavish'd obligation shall not buy
My friendship !—No ! nor stifle my revenge !

Dun. Alike unpleasant would it be to me,

To court thy love, or deprecate thy hate :

—

What have I profferr'd, other motives urg'd

—

The gift is Eleonora's.

—

Stuart. Sacred powers '.

Let me not understand thee.—Thou hast rous'd

My soul's fury !—In the blood that warms
Thine heart, perfidious ! I will slake mine ire.

Dun. In all my conduct, insolent of heart

!

What hast thou mark'd so abject and so mean,

That thy foul tongue its license thus avows ?

To boundless passion subject, as thyself,

Wild tumult oft my reason overwhelms !

—

Then tempt me not too far, lest blindfold wrath

Transport my souL and headlong ruin crush

Thy pride, ev'n here !

—

Stuart. In this accursed place

Let me be shackled—rivetted with bolts,

Till the rust gnaw my carcase to the bone,

If my heart throbs not for the combat, here !

—

Ev'n here, where thou art lord !—Ha ! dost thou

shake ?

By Heav'n thy quiv'ring lip and haggard look

Confess pale terror and amaze

!

Dun. —Away '

—

Away, lewd railer !—not thy sland'rous throat,

So fruitful of invectives, shall provoke me
To wreak unworthy vengeance on thee, safe

In thv captivity :—But soon as war
Shall close th' e'ncount'ring hosts, I'll find thee out-

Assert my claim to Eleonora's love,

And tell thee what thou art.

Stuart. I burn !—I rage

!

My fell revenge consumes me !—But no more

—
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Thou shalt not 'scape me !—Goaded by my wrongs,
I'll haunt thee through the various scenes of death

!

Thou shalt be found !

Dun. I triumph in that hope. [Exeunt.

SCENE VIII.—Changes.—King, Queen,
Attendants, fyc. Sfc.

King. Courageous Angus shall not be o'erpower'd

—

Myself will bring him aid.

—

Queen. Alas ! my prince !

King. What means the gentle partner ofmy heart ?

Dismiss thy fears. This clay will dissipate

The cause of thy dismay. Ev'n now I go
To pluck the wreath of victory, and lay

Eresh laurels in thy lap.

Queen. Ah ! why let in

A train of harpy sorrows to my breast ?

—Ah ! why in your own precious life, expose
Your kingdom's safety, and your comfort's peace ?

—Let me restrain you from the field to-day.

There is no fame—no glory to be won
Erom a revolter's brow.

—

King. The public weal
Commands to arm—dishonour taint my name,
When I reject the call

!

Queen. Hl-omen'd call

!

That like the raven's croak, invades my quiet

!

O ! would to Heaven, our minutes smoothly roll'd

In humble solitude, with meek-eyed peace,

Remote from royalty, and all the cares

That brood around the throne !

—

King. No, let us scorn
Unfeeling ease, and private bliss forego,

When public misery implores our aid.

What dignity of transport feels the prince,

AVho from the fangs of fierce oppressive power
A people rescues?

Queen. What a dreadful host
Of dangers 'circle him

!

King. Disease confers

The stamp of value upon health ; and glory-

Is the fair child of peril. Thou thyself

My conduct wilt applaud, soon as thy mind
Its native calm regains, and reason sways
Uncheck'd by fear.—Secure till my return

Remain within, and every thought indulge

Foreboding my success.

—

Queen. Adieu—Adieu !

Heav'n crown valour with a happy wreath.

[Exit Queen.

King, [to an Attendant.'] Swift, hie thee toDunbar,
and bid him lead

The chosen citizens

Enter Ramsay.

SCENE IX.—King attended, Ramsay.

Bam. 0 fatal chance !

The traitor Grime, with a selected band,

"(While Angus, press'd on ev'ry side, sustains

Th' unequal fight) a secret path pursued
Around the hills, and pouring all at once,

Surpris'd the eastern gate : the citizens,

With consternation smote, before his arms
In rout disorder'd fly.

—

King. Ha ! then the wheel
Of fate full circle rolls to crush me down,
Nor leaves one pause for conduct !—Yet I'll bear
My fortunes like a king—haste and collect

The scatter'd parties—let us not submit
Ere yet subdu'd !—To arms ! [Drawing.
Ram. Alas ! my prince !

The convent is beset—Hark ! while we speak
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The gates are burst—behold

—

King. We must prevent
The pangs of ling'ring misery, and fail

With honour, as we liv'd

—

SCENE X.

—

King attended, Ramsay.—Grime
with followers bursting in.

King. What bold contempt
Of majesty, thus rudely dares intrude

Into my private scenes ?

Grime. The hour is fled

That saw thy wanton tyranny impose
The galling yoke—Yes, I'm come to wrest
The prostituted sceptre from thy hand,

And drag thee fetter'd to the royal throne
Of Walter, whom I serve.

King. Outrageous wretch !

—

Grown old in treachery ! whose soul untam'd,
No mercy softens, and no laws restrain !

Thy life thrice forfeited, my pity thrice

Erom justice hath redeem'd
; yet art thou found

Still turbulent—a rugged rebel still,

Unaw'd and unreclaim'd !

—

Grime. That I yet breathe
This ambient air, and tread this earth at will,

Not to thy mercy but thy dread I owe.
Wrong'd as I was—my old possessions reft

By thy rapacious power, my limbs enchain'd
Within a loathsome dungeon, and my name
Thy loud reproach through all the groaning land

;

Thou durst not shed my blood !—the purple stream
Had swell'd—a tide of vengeance ! and o'erwhelm'd
The proud oppressor.—

King. Traitor to thy prince,

And foe perverse to truth !—how full thy crimes,
Thy doom how just—my pardon how humane,
Thy conscious malice knows.—But let me not
Degrade my name, and vindicate to thee
The justice of my reign.

Grime. Vain were th' attempt,
With artifice of words, to soothe my rage,

More deaf to mercy, than the famish'd wolf
That tears the bleating kid !—My starv'd revenge
Thy blood alone can satiate !—Yield thee, then !

Or sink beneath mine arm.
King. Heav'n shall not see

A deed so abject vilify my name

—

While yet I wield this sword, and the warm blood
Still streams within my veins ; my courage soars
Superior to a ruffian's threats

Grime. Fall on,

And hew them piecemeal.
[King, Ramsay, and Attendants drive off

Grime and his Followers; but are after-

wards overpowered and. disarmed.
Grime. Wilt thou yet maintain

Thy dignity of words ?—Where are thy slaves,

Thy subjects, guards, and thunder of thy throne,
Reduc'd usurper ?—Guard these captives hence.

[Exeunt King, Ramsay, Src. guarded.

SCENE XL

—

Enter a Soldier to Grime.

Sold. A troop of horsemen have possess'd the gate
By which we gain'd the city.

Grime. Blast them, hell 1

We must retreat another way, and leave

Our aim unfinish'd !—Our victorious swords
At least shall guard the treasure they have won.
When the fierce parent-lion bites our chain.

His whelps forlorn an easy prey remain.

«
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ACT THE THIRD.

SCENE I.

—

Queen", Eleoxora, Captain-.

Queen. What from the battlements hast thou

descry'd ? [clouds

Capt. Xothing distinct, my queen. Involved in

Impervious to the view, the battle long

Continued doubtful, 'midst the mingling sounds

Of trumpets, neighing steeds, tumultuous shouts

Of fierce assailants, doleful cries of death,

And clattering armour ; till at length, the noise

In distant murmurs died. O'er all the plain,

Now a dread stillness reigns !

Queen. Then all is lost

!

Whv pauses ruin, and suspends the stroke ?

Is it to lengthen out affliction's term,

And feed productive woe? Where shall the groans

Of innocence deserted find redress ?

Shall I exclaim to Heav'n ?—Already Heav'n

Its pity and protection hath withdrawn !

Earth "yield me refuge, then !—give me to lie

Within thy cheerless bosom !—there, put off

Th' uneasy robe of being—there, lay down
The load of my distress

!

Eleon. Alas ! my Queen,

What consolation can the wretched bring ?

How shall I. from my own despair, collect

Assuasive balm .'—Within my lonely breast

Mute sorrow and despondence long have dwelt

!

And while my sire, perhaps, this instant bleeds,

The dim, exhausted fountains of my grief

Can scarce afford a tear

!

Queen, 0 luxury

Of mutual ill !—Let us enjoy the feast

!

To groan re-echo groan, in concert raise

Our lamentation ; and when sorrow swells

Too big for utterance, the silent streams

Shall flow in common !—When the silent streams

Forbear to flow, the voice again shall wail

!

O my lost lord !—O save him—save him, powers !

Eleon. Is there no gentle remedy to soothe

The soul's disorder, lull the jarring thoughts,

And with fair images amuse the mind ?

—Come, smiling hope—divine illusion ! come
In all thy pride of triumph o'er the pangs

Of misery and pain !

Queen. Low—low indeed

Have our misfortunes plung'd us ; when no gleam

Of wand'ring hope, how vain soe'er or false,

Our invocation flatters !—When—O when
Will death deliver me ?—Shall I not rest

Within the peaceful tomb, where I may sleep

In calm oblivion, and forget the wrecks

Of stormy life ;—no sounds disturb the grave.

Of murder'd husbands ;—or the dismal scream

Of infants perishing?—Ha ! whither leads

Imagination !—Must ye perish then,

Ye tender blossoms ?—Must the lofty oak

That gave you life, and shelter'd you from harm.

Yield to the traitor's axe ?—0 agony
Of fond distraction

!

Eleon. Ha !—behold where comes

The warlike son of March !—What, if he brings

The news of victory

!

Queen. My souL alarm'd

With eagerness and terror, waits her doom.

SCEXE H.—Queex, Eleoxora, Duxbar.

Queen. Say, youth, how fares the king ?

Dun. Fair princess, hail

!

To you.my duty and my speed were bent

—

Your royal consort triumphs.

Queen, Lives he, then ?

Lives he, deliver'd from the fatal snares

Which had enclos'd him?
Dun. To their hills repell'd,

The vanquish'd rebels curse his conqu'ring arm

—

He bade me fly before him to the queen,

With the glad tidings cheer her drooping souL

And bear his kindest wishes to the shrine

Himself will soon adore.

Queen. Will he then come
And wipe the tear of sorrow from my cheek ?

Ah. no !—thy pity flatters me in vain

!

Dun. Let me not dally with my queen's distress.

What were it, but to lift incumbent woe,

That it might fall more grievous ? By the faith

Of my allegiance, hither speeds the king,

By love attended, and by conquest crown' d. [sounds

Queen. O welcome messenger! How sweetly

Thv prelude ! Thus, the warbler of the morn,

To the sick wretch who moan'd the tedious night,

Brings balmy slumber, ease, and hope, and health !

0 wond'rous destiny

!

Eleon. Thus, on my queen

May fortune ever smile ! May bliss to bliss

Succeed, a tranquil scene ! Say, noble youth,

Returns my sire in safety from the field ?

Dun. Safe as thy fondest filial wish can form.

In war's variety, mine eyes have seen

Variety of valour and of skill

;

|
But such united excellence of both,

• Such art to baffle and amuse the foe,

Such intrepidity to execute

Repeated efforts, never, save in him,

My observation trac'd ! Our monarch's acts

My feeble praise would sully and profane.

Eleon. Thy words, like genial showers to the

parch'd earth,

j

Refresh my languid soul

!

Queen, The trumpet swells

!

My conqueror approaches ! Let me fly

With ecstasy of love into his arms

!

He comes ! the victor comes !

SCEXE III.

—

Kixg, Queex, Eleoxora, Duxbar.

King, [embracing the Queen.] My better part

!

; My soul's chief residence ! my love ! my queen

!

Thou hast been tender overmuch, and mourn'd

Ev'n too profusely

!

Queen, Celebrate this hour,

Ye songs of angels ! and ye sons of earth,

Keep festival ! My monarch is return'd !

1 fold him in these arms ! I hear his voice

—

His love soft chiding I

King. O ye powers benign !

What words can speak the"rapture of my soul

!

Come to my breast, where, cherish'd by my love,

Thy fair idea rooted, blossoms forth,

And twines around my heart

!

Queen. Mysterious fate

:

My wishes are complete ! Yet I must ask

A "thousand things, impertinently fond

!

How did you 'scape ? What angel's hand, my king,

Preserv'd vou from destruction?

King. Heav'n, indeed,

Espous'd mv cause, and sent to my relief

The son of "March, who, with a chosen few,

Deliver'd me from Grime. Thence to the field

We speeded, and accomplish'd what the sword

Of Adcts had well nigh achiev'd before

Queen to Dun. How shall acknowledgement

enough reward
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Tby worth unparalleled ?

King. Now, by my throne

!

Not my own issue shall engross me more
Than thou, heroic youth ! Th' insulting foe,

In spite of fresh supplies, with slaughter driven

To the steep hills that bound the plain, have sent

An herald, in their turn, to sue for peace.

An audience have I promis'd. Ere the hour
Arrives, I will retire, and in the bath

Refresh my weary'd limbs.

[Exeunt King, Queen, Attendants.

SCENE IV.—Dunbar, Eleonora.

Eleon. Renown, to-day,

Has lavish'd all her honours on thy head. [thus

Dun. What boots it that my fortune decks me
With unsubstantial plumes, when my heart groans
Beneath the gay caparison, and love

With unrequited passion wounds my soul ?

Eleon. Is unpropitious love unknown to me ?

To me for ever doom'd, alas ! to nurse
The slow-consuming fire.

Dun. Heav'ns ! what are all

The boasted charms that with such wond'rous power
Attach thee to my rival ? Far from me
Be the vain arrogance of pride, to vaunt
Excelling talents ; yet I fain woidd learn

On what admir'd accomplishment of Stuart

Thy preference is fix'd.

Eleon. Alas ! Dunbar,
My judgment, weak and erring as it is,

Too well discerns on whom I should bestow
My love and my esteem. But trust me, youth,
Thou little know'st how hard it is to wean
The mind from darling habits long indulg'd !

—

I know that Stuart sinks into reproach,

Immers'd in guilt, and, more than once, subdu'd
By thy superior merit and success.

Yet ev'n this Stuart, for I would not wrong
Thine expectation, still retains a part

Of my compassion—nay, I fear, my love ! [kings,

Wouldst thou, distinguish'd by th' applause of
Disgrace thy qualities, and brook the prize

Of a divided heart ?

Dun. No ! witness, Heaven,
I love not on such terms ! Am I then doom'd,
Unfeeling maid ! for ever to deplore

Thy unabating rigour ? The rude flint

Yields to th' incessant drop ; but Eleonora,
Inflexibly severe, unchang'd remains,

Unmov'd by my complaint

!

Eicon. My father comes

!

Let me, with pious ravishment, embrace
His martial knees, and bless the guardian power
That screen'd him in the battle !

SCENE V.

—

Angus, Dunbar, Eleonora.

Ang. Rise, my child,

Thou hast been always dutiful, and mild

As the soft breeze that fans the summer eve !

Such innocence endearing gently stole

Into my youthful bosom, and awak'd
Love's tender languishment, when to my view
Thy mother first display'd her virgin bloom !

[Turning to Dunbar.
ome to my arms, Dunbar ! To shield from death

parent, is the venerable act

f the most pious duty. Thus adopted,

enceforward be my son ! The rebel chiefs,

ecure in my safe conduct, wait without

e promis'd audience. To the king repair,

d signify their presence. [Exit Dunbar.
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SCENE VI.—Angus, Eleonora.

Ang. Eleonora,

Behold th' undaunted youth, who stept between
The stroke of fate and me.—O'erpower'd, unhors'd.

And by the foe surrounded, I had sunk
A victim to barbarity enrag'd

;

If brave Dunbar, to his own peril blind,

Had not that instant to my rescue sprung.

—

Nay, when that youthful traitor—by whose arm
Releas'd I know not—headlong rush'd against me.
My vigilant deliverer oppos'd
The fierce aggressor, whose aspiring crest

Soon prostrate fell.

Eleon. Ha ! fell Is Stuart slain ?

0 ! speak, my father.

Ang. Wherefore this alarm
Let me not find thy bosom entertain

A sentiment unworthy of thy name.
The gen'rous victor gave him back his life,

And cried aloud, " This sacrifice I make
For Eleonora's love."-

Eleon. 0 matchless youth !

His virtues conquer'd my esteem before
;

But now my grateful sentiment inflames
Ev'n to a sister's zeal

!

Ang. With rigid power
I would not bridle thy reluctant thought

;

Yet, let me, with parental care, commend
The passion of Dunbar.

Eleon. A fairer garb
His title could not wear. But when I think
What rocks in secret lie, what tempests rise

On love's deceitful voyage, my timid soul

Recoils affrighted, and with horror shuns
Th' inviting calm !

Ang. Retire, my child, and weigh
The diff'rent claims—Here glory, love, and truth

Implore thy smiles :—There vice, with brutal rage,

Would force thee to his wishes.—But too long
I tarry in this place.— I must attend
My sovereign in his interview with Athol. [Exeunt.

SCENE VH.
Changes to another Apartment.—Athol, Grime.

Athol. What we to fortune owed, our arms have
paid :

But let us now the changeling power renounce.

—

Unhappy those who hazard their designs
On her without reserve !—

Grime. Our plan pursued
A purpose more assur'd :—With conquest crown'd,
Our aim indeed a fairer wreath had worn :

But that denied, on terms of darker hue
Our swords shall force success !

—

Athol. Th' approaching scene
Demands our utmost art !—not with tame sighs
To bend before his throne, and supplicate
His clemency, like slaves ; nor to provoke,
With pride of speech, his anger half appeas'd;
But with submission mingle, as we speak,
A conscious dignity of soul, prepar'd
For all events.

Grime. Without the city walls,

The southern troops encamp'd, already fill

The festal bowl, to celebrate the day.— [wiil yield
Athol. By Heaven ! their fiush'd intemperance

Occasion undisturb'd. For while they lie

With wine and sleep o'erwhelm'd, the clans that lurk
Behind th' adjacent hills, shall in the dark
Approach the gate, when our associate Cattan
Commands the guard ; then introdue'd by him,
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We take -with ease possession of the town,

And hither move unmark'd.

Grime. Here, if we fail,

May my shrunk sinew never more unsheath

My well-tried dagger ; nor my hungry hate

Enjoy the sav'ry steam of hostile gore

!

Athol. How my fir'd soul anticipates the joy!

I see me seated in the regal chair,

Enthron'd by Grime, the partner of my power !

—

But this important enterprise demands
More secret conference.—The sword of Stuart

"Will much avail.—But this unpractis'd youth,

To doubts and scruples subject, hitherto

Declines our last resolve.

—

Grime. It shall be mine

To rouse his passion to the pitch requir'd.

—

But soft !—who comes ?—Ten thousand curses load

Th' ambitious stripling ! {Enter Dunbar.
Dun. By the king's command,

I come to guide you to the throne.

Alhol 'Tis well.—[Exeunt

scene vm.
Discovers the King seated, Angus, Attendants.

Enter Athol, Grime, introduced by Dunbar.

King. It is not well—it is not well we meet

On terms like these !—I should have found in Athol

A trusty counsellor and steady friend

!

And better would it suit thy rev'rend age,

Thy station, quality, and kindred blood,

To hush ill-judging clamour, and cement

Divided factions to my throne again,

Than thus embroil the state.

—

Athol. My present aim

Is to repair, not widen more the breach

That discord made between us : this, my liege,

Not harsh reproaches, or severe rebuke,

Will ere effectuate :—No—let us rather,

On terms which equally become us both,

Our int'rests reunite.

King. Ha !—reunite !

By Heav'n, thy proud demeanour more befits

A sov'reign than a subject !—Reunite

!

How durst thou sever from thy faith, old lord

;

And with an helmet load that hoary head

To wage rebellious war ?

Athol The sword of Athol

Was never drawn but to redress the wrongs

His country suffer'd.

King. Darst thou to my face

Impeach my conduct, baffled as thou art,

Ungrateful traitor ? Is it thus thy guilt

My clemency implores ?

AtM. Not yet so low

Has fate reduc'd us, that we need to crawl

Beneath your footstool. In our camp remain

Ten thousand vig'rous mountaineers, who long

Their honours to retrieve.

King, [rising liastily.~] Swift hie thee to them,

And lead thy fugitive adherents back

!

Away !—Now by the mighty soul of Bruce !

Thou shalt be met ; and if thy savage clans

Abide us in the plain, we soon will tread

Rebellion into dust. Why move ye not ?

Conduct them to their camp.
Athol. Forgive, my prince,

If, on my own integrity of heart

Too far presuming, I have gall'd the wound
Too much inflam'd already. Not with you,

But with your measures ill-advis'd I warr'd

:

Your sacred person, family and throne,

My purpose still rever'd.

King. 0 wretched plea

!

To which thy blasted guilt must have recourse !

Had thy design been laudable, thy tongue

With honest freedom boldly should have spoke

Thy discontent. Ye live not in a reign

Where truth, by arbitrary pow'r depress'd,

Dares not maintain her state. I charge thee, say

What lawless measures has my power pursued

!

Alhol. I come to mitigate your royal wratb.

With sorrow and submission ; not to sum
The motives which compell'd me to the field.

King. I found your miserable state reduc'd

To ruin and despair
;
your cities drench'd

In mutual slaughter, desolate your plains

:

All order banish'd, and all arts decay'd :

No industry, save what with hands impure

Distress'd the commonwealth ; no laws in force,

To screen the poor, and check the guilty great

;

While squalid famine join'd her sister fiend,

Devouring pestilence, to curse the scene !

—

I came—I toil'd—reform'd—redress'd the whole

.

And lo ! my recompense !—But I relapse.

—

What is your suit ?

Atltol. We sue, my liege, for peace.

King. Say, thatmy lenity should grant your prayer,

How for the future shall I rest assur'd

Of your allegiance ?

Athol. Stuart shall be left

The pledge of our behaviour.

King. And your arms

Ere noon to-morrow shall be yielded up.

Athol. This too shall be perform'd.

King. Then mark me, Thane.

Because the loins, from whence my father sprung,

On thee too life bestow'd, enjoy the gift.

I pardon what is past. In peace consume

The winter of thy days. But if ye light

Th' extinguished brand again, and brave my throne

With new commotions—by th' Eternal Pow'r

!

No future guile, submission, or regard,

Shall check my indignation ! I will pour

My vengeance in full volley ; and the earth

Shall dread to yield you succour or resource

!

Of this no more. Thy kinsman shall remain

With us an hostage of thy promis'd faith._

So shall our mercy with our prudence join,

United brighten, and securely shine.

ACT THE FOURTH.
SCENE I—Stuart.

Stuart—This solitude but more foments despair

!

Recals, compares, and to the incessant pangs

Of spite, revenge, and shame, condemns my soul

!

Oh ! what a miserable slave am I

!

Precipitated from the tow'ring hope

Of eagle-eyed ambition, to th' abyss

Ofmutt'ring horror, curs'd from thought to thought.

—Ha, Jealousy !—I feel th' infernal power

!

Her hissing snakes arouse, her torch inflames

My madd'ning soul !—Yes, if he thus permits

My feet to range at will, my vengeful hand

Will soon requite him. [Enter Grime.

SCENE H.

—

Stuart, Grime-

Grime. Wherefore thus alone ?

Thy noble kinsman, who now parted hence,

Observes a sullen cloud o'erhang thy brow.

Since from the dungeon to his wish restor'd,

A mute aversion to his love, secludes

Thy lonely steps

—
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Stuart. Yes,—thou thyself hast nam'd
The cause accurs'd !—ha, from the dungeon freed !

—

And freed by whom !—there's poison in the thought

!

—Am I not hostage of my uncle's shame ?

Grime. Thou dvvell'st on that too much. Few
live exempt

From disappointment and disgrace, who run
Ambition's rapid course. Inur'd to pain,

The harden'd soul, at last, forgets to feel

The scourge of fate ; and fearless rushes on
To deeds advent'rous.

Stuart. Who shall frame th' attempt
That Stuart dreads t' achieve ?—Not pestilence,

Not raging seas, nor livid flames can bound
My dauntless undertaking!—Tell me, Grime,
For thou wast train 'd to feats of horrid proof,

Since not the voice of Heav'n itself can lure

My honour back again—what pow'r of hell

Shall I invoke to deepen my revenge ? [pow'r,
Grime. Ha! Didst thou say revenge?—Hail, sable

To me more dear than riches or renown !

What gloomy joy to drench the dagger deep
In the proud heart of him who robb'd my fame

!

My fortune thwarted, or essay'd by fraud
To poison my delights ?

Stuart. Ha ! thou hast rous'd [Grime.
The scorpion-thought that stings me !—Mark me,
Our baffled cause could not alarm me thus

:

If conquest for the foe declar'd to-day,

Our arms again the vagrant might compel,
And chain her to our side. But know, my love
Has been defrauded ! Eleonora's heart
That wretch invades—that ravisher, who cropp'd
My budding fame, and sunk me to reproach

!

He, whom my jealousy, in all its rage,

Hath singled for destruction !

Grime. He shall die !— [impal'd !

Stuart. Yes,—he shall die !—He shall be flea'd

—

And his torn bowels thrown to beasts of prey
;

My savage hate shall on his tortures feed

!

I will have vengeance

!

Grime. Wouldst thou have it full,

Include his patrons.

Stuart. Ha!—What— shall my arm
Unsheath the secret steel?

Grime. Yes. Strike at once,
For liberty, ambition, and revenge.
Let the proud tyrant yield his haughty soul

;

And all his offspring swell the sanguine stream.
Let Angus perish too.

Stuart. O wond'rous plan
Of unrestrain'd barbarity !—It suits

The horrors ofmy bosom !—All !—What, all ?

In slaughter'd heaps—the progeny and sire !

To sluice them in th' unguarded hour of rest

!

Infernal sacrifice !—dire, ev'n too dire
For my despair ! To me what have they dono
To merit such returns ?—No, my revenge
Demands the blood of one, and he shall fall.

Grime. It shall suffice. Dunbar shall bleed alone.

But let us seize him on the verge of bliss

;

When the fond maid's enkindling looks confess
The flames of bashful love ; when eager joy,

And modest fear, by turns exalt the blush
To a more fervid glow ; when Eleonora
Unfolds Elysium to his raptur'd view,
And smiles him to her arms.

Stuart. . Ha ! Lightning scorch
Thy tongue, blasphemer ! Sooner may this globe
Be hurl'd to the profound abyss of hell !

—

But vain are words. This is no place—remember

He shall not triumph thus ! Thou hast belied him

—

He means it not. Nor will the syren smile

—

No, Grime, she dares not smile him to her arms

!

Grime. Reproach, or mute disgust, is the reward
Of candid friendship, that disdains to hide
Unpalatable truth !—I tell thee, youth,

Betroth'd by Angus to Dunbar, she yields

Her plighted faith, this hour.—But see !—the maid
Moves hitherward alone !

—

Stuart. Haste, leave me, Grime !

My soul is up in arms !—my vengeance boils

!

Love, jealousy, implacable despair
In tempests wheel.

—

Grime. Thou shalt not tarry here !

—

Thy frantic rage may rashly overturn
Our whole design !

—

Stuart. Let me not urge again
Thy swift departure ; hence ! I come anon.

[Exit Grime.

SCENE m.—Stuart, Eleonora.

Stuart. When last we parted, love had reconcil'd
Our mutual jealousies ! and breath'd anew
The soul of harmony within our breasts.

—

Hast thou not, since that period, entertain'd

One adverse thought to constancy and me ?

Eleon. Say, who invested thee with pow'rsupreme
O'er Eleonora's conduct ; that thou com'st
With frowning aspect, thus, to judge my fame ?

—

Hast thou not forfeited all claim to me ?

Have I not seen thee stray from honour's path?
And shall my love be to the breast confin'd
Where treason in her darkest hue presides ?

No !—let me wipe thee, blotted as thou art,

From my abhorrent thoughts !

—

Stuart. Not all this pride
Of mimic virtue—not th' assembled host
Of female wiles, how exquisite soe'er,

Shall shelter thee, deceiver !—What new stain
Defiles my bosom, since the morning saw
Thy tenderness o'erflow ; and heard thy tongue
Seduce me to thy faithless arms again ?

Eleon. Is this the testimony of thy love ?

This thy asserted honour ! to revile

Defenceless innocence ?—But this will aid
My duty—to forget thee. Dost thou ask
What recent outrage has estrang'd my heart ?

—

There needed none. The measure of thy guilt

Was full enough before. Yet thou hast heap'd
Offences to excess. In battle fought
Against thy king ; and sought, with lifted arm,
My father's life—ungrateful as thou art

!

Know then, the honour of my name forbids
Our fates to join ; and it shall ne'er be said,

That Eleonora, lost to glory, took
A traitor to her bed !

—

Stuart. Perfidious witch !

Thy charms shall not avail thee ; for I come
Th' avenging minister of broken faith !

To claim the promis'd fruitage of my love

—

Or—mark me—punish with thy guilty blood,
Thy perjury and fraud!

—

Eleon. Wilt thou attempt
To gain by menaces, what the soft sigh
Of plaintive anguish would implore in vain ?

Here strike—and let thy ruthless poniard drink
The blood of Douglas, which has often flow'd
In virtue's cause ; and ev'ry soil enrich'd,
From wintry Scania to the sacred vale
Where Lebanon exalts his lofty brow. [peace

Stuart. Egregious sore'ress !—give me back my
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Bid yesterday return, that saw my youth

Adorn'd in all its splendour, and elate

With gen'rous pride and dignity of soul !—
Ere yet thy spells had discompos'd my hrain,

Unstrung my ami, and laid me in the dust,

Beneath a rival's feet

!

Eleon. Hear, all ye powers

!

He claims of me, what his own conscious guilt

Hath robb'd him of. And dost thou look for peace

In my afflicted bosom ? There, indeed,

Thine image dwells with solitude and care,

Amidst the devastation thou hast made ! [ Weeps.

Stuart. O crocodile!—Curse on these faithless

drops
Which fall but to ensnare !—Thy precious words

Shall sooner lull the sounding surge, than check

The fury that impels me !—Yet—by Heav'n,

Thou art divinely fair ! and thy distress

With magic softness ev'ry charm improves !

—

Wert thou not false as hell, not paradise

Could more perfection boast !—O ! let me turn

My fainting eyes from thy resistless face
;

And from my sense exclude the soothing sound

Of thy enchanting tongue !—Yet—yet renounce

Thine infidelity—To thine embrace

Receive this wanderer—this wretch forlorn !

—

Speak peace to his distracted soul ; and ease

The tortures of his bosom

!

Eleon. Hapless youth

!

My heart bleeds for thee !—careless of her own,

Bleeds o'er thy sorrows ! 'mid the flinty rocks

My tender feet would tread to bring thee balm

:

Or, unrepining, tempt the pathless snow !—
O ! could my death recal thy banish'd quiet

!

Here would I kneel, a suppliant to Heav'n,

In thy behalf ; and offer to the grave

The price of thy repose !—Alas ! I fear

Our days of pleasure are for ever past

!

Stuart. O thou hast joy and horror in thy gift

!

And sway'st my soul at will !— bless'd in thy love,

The memory of sorrow and disgrace,

That preys upon my youth, would soon forsake

My raptur'd thought, and hell should plot in vain

To sever us again !—O let me clasp thee,

Thou charm ineffable !

Eleon. Forbear, fond youth,

Our unrelenting destiny hath rais'd

Eternal bars between us

!

Stuart. Ha !—what bars ?

Eleon. A sacrifice demanded by my sire

—

A vow
Stuart. Perdition !—Say what vow, rash maid?

Eleon. A fatal vow ! that blasts our mutual love

—

Stuart. Infernal vipers gnaw thy heart!—

A

A vow that to my rival gives thee up ! [vow !

—

Shall he then trample on my soul at last !—
Mock my revenge and laugh at my despair

!

Ha !—shall he rifle all thy sweets at will.

And riot in the transports due to me ?

Th' accursed image whirls around my brain !

—

He pants with rapture !—Horror to my soul

!

He surfeits on delight !

—

Eicon. O gentle Heav'n !

Let thy soft mercy on his soul descend

In dews of peace !—Why roll with fiery gleam

Thy starting eye-balls !—Why on thy pale cheek

Trembles fell rage !—and why sustains thy frame

This universal shock ?—Is it, alas

!

That I have sworn, I never will be thine ?

—

True, this I swore.

—

Stuart. Ha !—never to be mine,

Th' awaken'd hurricane begins to rage !

—

Be witness, Heav'n, and earth, and hell ! she means
To glad the bosom of my foe !—Come, then,

Infernal vengeance ! aid me to perform [Draws.
A deed that fiends themselves will weep to see

!

Thus, let me blast his full-bloom'd

[Enter Dunbar, who interposes.

SCENE rV.

—

Dunbar, Stuart, Eleonora.

Dun. Ruffian, hold

Thy desp'rate hand !—What fury 'scap'd from hell,

Inspires thy rage to wanton in the blood

Of such excelling goodness ?

—

Stuart. Infamy
Like mine, deface the glories of thy name

!

What busy demon sent thee hither, now,

My vengeance to defeat ?—The hour is come

—

The hour is come at last, that must decide

For ever our pretensions

!

Dun. Whatsoe'er

Thy hate could meditate against my life

My nature might forgive. But this attempt

Divests my soul of mercy

—

Stuart. Guide my point,

Ye powers of darkness, to my rival's heart,

Then take me to yourselves. [They fiyltt.

Eleon. Restrain—restrain

Your mutual frenzy !—Horror !—help—behold

—

Behold this miserable bosom !—plunge

Your poniards here ; and in its fatal source

Your enmity assuage

!

Stuart [falling.'] It will not be

—

Thy fortune hath eclips'd me, and the shades

Of death environ me. Yet, what is death

When honour brings it, but th' eternal seal

Of glory, never—never to be broke !

O thou hast slain me in a dreadful hour

!

My vengeance frustrated—my prospect curs'd

With thy approaching nuptials, and my soul

Dismiss'd in all her—Eleonora !—Oh ! [Dies.

SCENE V.

—

Dunbar, Eleonora.

Dun. Ah! wherefore dost thou wring thy tender

In woeful attitude ?—ah ! wherefore lift [hands

Thy streaming eyes to Heav'n ; while the deep groan

Dilates thy lab'ring breast ?

Eleon. This is too much

—

This is too much to bear—thou hast destroy'd

My last remains of peace

!

Dun. And was thy peace

Deposited in him ?—in him who rais'd

His impious hand to kill thee ?—Is it well

To mourn his fall, and thus accuse the blow

That rescu'd thee from death ?

Eleon. I blame not thee,

No, Heav'n forbid !—I blame not my protector

—

Yet thy protection has undone me quite

!

And I will mourn—for ever mourn the hour

—

Th' ill-omen'd hour, that on thy sword conferr'd

Such terrible success—How pale appear [glow'd!

These clay-cold cheeks where grace and vigour

O dismal spectacle !—How humble now
Lies that ambition that was late so proud !

—

Did he not call me with his latest breath?

—

He would have said—but cruel fate controll'd

His falt'ring tongue !—he would have said, " For
" For thee, false maid, I perish undeplor'd !" [thee,

O ! hadst thou known how obstinately true

My heart remain'd to thee, when thy own guilt,

My duty, and thy rival's worth, conspir'd

To banish thee from thence, thy parting soul
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Would have acquitted—nay, perhaps, bewail'd

My persecuted truth

!

Dun. O turn thine eyes

From the sad object !—Turn thy melting thoughts
From the disastrous theme, and look on me

—

On me who would with ecstasy resign

This wretched being, to be thus embalm'd
With Eleonora's tears !—Were I to fall,

Thy pity would not thus lament my fate ! [move,
Eleon. Thy death such lamentation would not

More envied than bemoan'd ;—thy memory
Would still be cherish'd ; and thy name survive
To latest ages, in immortal bloom.

—

Ah, 'tis not so with him !—He leaves behind
No dear remembrance of unsullied fame

!

No monument of glory, to defy [shame !

The storms of time !—Nought but reproach and
Nought, but perpetual slander, brooding o'er

His reputation lost !—O fearful scene
Of dire existence, that must never close !

SCENE VI.

—

Angus entering, Eleonora,
Dunbar, Attendants. [slain !

Aug. What sound of female woe—Ha ! Stuart
Alas ! I fear thou art the fatal cause ! [ To Eleonora.

Eleon. Too well my father has divin'd the cause
Of their unhappy strife !—Wherefore, ye powers

!

Am I to misery deliver'd up ?

What kindred crime, alas ! am I decreed
To expiate, that misfortunes fall so thick
On my poor head ?

Ang. [to Dun.~\ How durst your lawless r;ge
Profane this sacred place with private brawl?
Dim. By Heav'n ! no place, how much soe'er

rever'd,

Shall screen th' assassin, who, like him, would aim
The murd'rous steel at Eleonora's breast ! [just

Ang. Ha!—were his aims so merciless-'—Too
The vengeance that o'ertook him ! But th' event
With this unstable juncture ill accords

!

Remove the body. Thou meanwhile retire
;

Thy presence may awake, or aggravate
The rage of Athol. [ The body is removed.
Dun. Therefore I obey

;

And 0 thou lovely mourner ! who now droop'st
Like the spread rose beneath th' inclement shower,
When next we meet, I hope to see thee bloom
With vernal freshness, and again unfold
Thy beauties to the sun ! [Exit Dunbar.

SCENE VH—Angus, Eleonora.
Ang. - Let us, my child,

Lament with steadiness those ills that flow
From our mishap

; yet therefore not ascribe
To self-demerit, impotently griev'd,
The guilt of accident. Thou hast enough
Denoted thy concern—Let me not think
Thy sorrow hath espous'd a traitor's cause.

Eleon. Ah ! what avails to me the hard-won palm
Of fruitless virtue ?—Will it lull to rest
Internal anguish ?—Will it yield me peace ?

Ang. Thy indiscreet affliction shall not plead
Against thee with me now. Remember this,

llf thou art weak enough to harbour still

'A guilty flame ; to thy assistance call

that noble pride and dignity of scorn,

JVhich warms, exalts, and purifies the soul

—

jut I will trust thee to thyself. Withdraw
;

lor Athol comes, and on his visage low'rs
storm of wrath. [Exit Eleonora.

SCENE Yin.—Angus, Athol.
Athol. Are these the fair effects

Of our submission !—These, the promis'd fruits

Of amity restor'd !—to violate

The laws of hospitality—to guide
The midnight murderer's inhuman blow,
And sacrifice your guests 1

Aug. That Athol mourns
This unforeseen severity of fate,

I marvel not. My own paternal sense
Is wak'd by sympathy ; and I condole
His interesting loss. But thus to tax
Our blameless faith with traitorous design,
Not with our pure integrity conforms,
Nor with thy duty, Thane.

Atliol. Ha ! who art thou,
That I should bear thy censure and reproof?
Not protestation, nor th' affected air

Of sympathy and candour, shall amuse
My strong conception, nor elude the cry
Of justice and revenge

!

Ang._ Had justice crav'd,

With rigid voice, the debt incurr'd by thee, [deeds
How hadst thou far'd ? Say, what hath piac'd thy
Above my censure ? Let this day's event
Proclaim how far I merit thy disdain.

That my humanity is misconceiv'd,
Not much alarms my wonder : conscious fraud
Still harbours with suspicion. Let me tell thee

—

The fate of Stuart was supremely just.

Th' untimely stroke his savage heart prepar'd
Against the guiltless breast of Eleonora,
Avenging Heav'n retorted on himself.

Athol. I thought where all thy probity would end,
Disguis'd accomplice !—But remember, lord,

Should this blood-spotted bravo 'scape, secure
In thy protection, or th' unjust extent
Of regal pow'r, by all my wrongs ! I'll spread
The seeds of vengeance o'er th' affrighted land,
And blood shall answer blood

!

Ang. How farthy threats
Are to be fear'd, we know.—But see, the king!

SCENE IX.—King, Angus, Athol.

King. Tell me, proud Thanes, why are ye found
oppos'd

In loud revilings ? You that should promote,
By fair example, unity and peace !

Athol. Have I not cause to murmur and complain?
Stuart, the latest gift and dearest pledge
Of love fraternal, sooth'd my bending age :

Him hath the unrelenting dagger torn
From my parental arms ; and left, alas

!

This sapless trunk, to stretch its wither'd boughs
To you for justice !—Justice then I crave.

King. To send the injur'd unredress'd away,
How great soe'er th' offender, or the wrong'd
Howe'er obscure, is wicked—weak and vile

:

Degrades, defiles, and should dethrone a king

!

Say freely, Thane, who has aggriev'd thee thus,
And, were he dear as her who shares our throne,
Thou shalt have ample vengeance.

Athol. Then I charge
The son of March with perfidy and mivrder

!

Ang. Were I with mean indifference to hear
Th' envenom'd tongue of calumny traduce
Defenceless worth, I should but ill deserve
Your royal confidence. Dunbar has slain

The kinsman of this Thane
; yet fell he not

By murder, cowardice, or foul design.
The sword of Stewart was already drawn
To sacrifice my daughter, when Dunbar,
By Heav'n directed hither, interpos'd,
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Eedeem'd the trembling victim, and repell'd

His rival's fury on his hapless head.

Athol. Must I refer me to the partial voice

Of an invet'rate foe ?—No, I reject

The tainted evidence, and rather claim

The combat proof. Enfeebled are my limbs

"With age that creeps along my nerves unstrung.

Yet shall the justice of my cause recal

My youthful vigour, rouse my loit'ring blood,

Swell every sinew, strengthen every limb,

And crown me with success. Behold my gage

:

I wait for justice.

King. Justice shalt thou have—

Nor shall an equitable claim depend

On such precarious issue. "Who shall guard

The weak from violence, if brutal force

May vindicate oppression ? Truth alone

Shall rule the fair decision, and thy wrongs,

If thou art wrong'd, in my unbiass'd sway

Shall find a just avenger—Let Dunbar [ To Angus.

Appear when urg'd, and answer to the charge.

[Exeunt King, Angus.

SCENE X.—Athol, Grime.
[come, Grime

!

Athol. Curse on the smooth dissembler !—Wel-

My soul is wrought to the sublimest rage

Of horrible revenge !—If aught remain'd

Of cautious scruple, to the scatt'ring winds

I give the phantom. May this carcass rot,

A loathsome banquet to the fowls of heav'n,

If e'er my breast admit one thought to bound

The progress of my hate '.

Grime. "What means my prince ?

Athol Th' unhappv youth is slain

!

Grime. Ha f—Hell be prais'd ! [Aside.

He was a peevish stripling, prone to change.

"Vain in condolence. Let our swords be swift

To sate his hov'ring shade. I have conferr'd

"With trusty Cattan, our design explain'd,

And his full aid securd. To-night he rtdes

The middle watch. The clans already move

In silence o'er the plain.

Athol. Come, then, ye powers

That dwell with night, and patronize revenge

!

Attend our invocation, and confirm

Th' exterminating blow !—My boughs are lopp'd,

"But they will sprout again : my vig'rous trunk

Shall flourish from the wound my foes have made,

And yet again project an awful shade.

ACT THE ED7TH.

SCENE L

—

Kxxg, Queen, Dunbar.

Queen. 0 ! this was more than the ill-sorted train

Of undetermin'd fancy—this convey'd

No loose imperfect images : but all

"Was dreadfullv distinct ! as if the hand

Of fate had wrought it. Profit by those signs

—

Your guardian angel dictates. O, my prince

!

Let not your blind security disgrace

The merit of your prudence.

King. No, my queen,

Let us avoid the opposite extremes

Of negligence supine, and prostrate fear.

Already hath our vigilance perform'd

"What caution justifies. And for thy dream ;

As such consider it—the vain effect

Of an imagination long disturb'd.

Life with substantial ills enough is curs'd :

"Why should we then with frantic zeal pursue

Unreal care ; and with illusive form,

Which our own teeming brain produc'd, affright

Our reason from her throne ?

Queen. In all your course

Of youthful glory, when the guiding hand

Of warlike Henry led you to the field ;

"When my soul suffer'd the successive pangs

Of fond impatience and repressive fear

;

When ev'ry reeking messenger from France,

Wreath'd a new garland for Albania's prince,

And shook my bosom with the dreadful ta*e

That spoke your praise ; say, did my weak despair

Recal you from the race ? Did not my heart

Espouse your fame, and patiently await

The end 'of your career?—0 ! by the joys

I felt at your return, when smiling love,

Secure, with rapture reigned—O ! by these tears,

Which seldom plead ;
indulge my boding soul

!

Arouse your conqu'ring troops ; let Angus guard

The convent with a chosen band. The soul

Of treason is abroad

!

King. Ye ruling powers !

Let me not wield the sceptre of this realm,

When my degen'rate breast becomes the haunt

Of haggard fear. O '. what a wretch is he,

"Whose fevYish life, devoted to the gloom

Of superstition, feels th' incessant throb

Of ghastly panic '. in whose startled ear

The knell still deepens, and the raven croaks

!

Queen. Vain be my terrors, my presages vam—
Yet with my fond anxiety comply,

And my repose restore ! Not for myself,

Not to prolong the season of my life,

Am I thus suppliant '. Ah no ! for you,

For vou whose being gladdens and protects

A grateful people—you, whose parent boughs

Defend your tender offspring from the blasts

That soon would tear them up ! for you, the source

Of all our happiness and peace, I fear !
[Kneels.

Kings. Arise, my queen—O ! thou art all com-

Of melting piety and tender love !
[pos'd

Thou shalt be satisfied.—Is ev'ry guard

Bv Angus visited?

"Dun. EVn now, my liege,

With Ramsay and his troop, he scours the plain.

King. Still watchful o'er his charge—The hb'ral

Of bounty will have nothing to bestow, [hand

Ere Angus cease to merit !—Say, Dunbar,

Who rules the nightly watch ?

£) u7! . To Cattan's care

The citv guard is subject.

King'. I have mark'd

Much valour in him. Hie thee to him, youth,

And bid him with a chosen few surround

The cloisters of the convent ; and remain

Till morn full streaming shall relieve his watch.

[Exit Dunbar.

Thus shall repose with glad assurance waft

Its balmy blessing to thy troubled breast. [Exeunt

SCENE H—Grime, Cattan.

Grime. Thus far, brave Cattan, fortune seems

To recompense us for the day's disgrace. [incUn'd

Our band conceaFd within the cloisters, wait

"With eagerness and joy th' auspicious hour,

To perpetrate the deed. It now remains

To regulate our conduct, and to each

His share of this great enterprise assign.

If Angus lives, in vain our arms devote

The usurper and his progeny to death

:

His power and principles will still supply
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Fresh obstacles, which all our future efforts

Can ne'er surmount.
Cat. Then let our swords prevent

All further opposition, and at once
Dismiss him to the shades.

Grime. Thine be the task

—

I know with what just indignation burns
Thy gen'rous hate, against the partial Thane,
Who, to thine age and services, preferr'd
A raw unpractis'd stripling.

Cat. Ha !—no more.
The bare remembrance tortures me !—O Grime

!

How will my soul his mortal groans enjoy !

Grime. While we within perform th' intrepid blow,
To his apartment thou shalt move alone

;

Nor will pretence be wanting : Say, thou bring'st
Intelligence important, that demands
His instant ear :—then shalt thou find thy foe
Unarm'd and unattended. Need my tongue
Instruct thee further ?

Cat. No, let my revenge
Suggest what follows.—By the pow'rs of hell

!

I will be drunk with vengeance !

Grime. To thy guard
Meanwhile repair, and watch till he returns
With Ramsay from the plain. But see ! they come;
We must avoid them, and retire unseen. [Exeunt.

SCENE ni.

—

An Apartment.—Angus, Ramsay.
Any. By Heav'n it much alarms me !—Wide o'er

The dusky plain, by the fires half extinct, [all
Are seen the soldiers, roll'd in heaps confus'd,
The slaves of brutal appetite.—Save those
Beneath thy discipline, scarce one remains
From the contagion free.

Ram. When we return'd
Eatigu'd from battle, numbers brought, unask'd,
Refreshments for the wounded from the town :

Thence the temptation spread from rank to rank,
And few resisted.

Aug. But that I consult
My king's tranquillity, and would not wake
Th' affrighted citizens with an alarm,
An hundred trumpets should this instant raise
Their brazen throats together, and arouse
Th' extended sluggards.—Go, my valiant friend,
And with thy uninfected troop attend
To ev'ry motion of th' uncertain night. [ExitRam.

SCENE IV.—Angus.
Ang. Now the loud tempest of the toilful day

Subsides into a calm ; and yet my soul
Still labours through the storm!—By day or night,
In florid youth, or mellow age, scarce fleets

One hour without its care !—Not sleep itself

Is ever balmy ; for the shadowy dream
Oft bears substantial woe !

SCENE V.—Angus, Cattan.
Cat. My noble lord,

Within the portal as I kept my watch,
Swift gliding shadows, by the ghmmering moon,
I could perceive in forms of armed men,
Possess the space that borders on the porch.

—

I question 'd thrice
; they yielded no reply •

And now the soldiers, rang'd in close array,
Wait your command.

Ang. Quick, lead me to the place-
Foul treason is at work !

—

Cat. It were not good
To venture forth unarm'd ;—courageous Thane,
Receive this dagger.
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[Attempts to stab Angus, who wrests the
dagger from him, and hills him.

Ang. Ha, perfidious slave ! ['scape.
What means this base attempt?—Thou shalt not

Cat. Curse on my feeble arm that fail'd to strike
The poniard to thy heart !—How like a dog
I tamely fall despis'd

!

Ang. Fell ruffian ! say,
Who set thee on ?—This treachery, I fear,

Is but the prelude to some dreadful scene !

—

Cat. Just are thy terrors.—By the infernal gulf
That opens to receive me ! I would plunge
Into th' abyss with joy, could the success
Of Athol feast my sense

!

[A noise of clashing swords and shriehs.

—Ha !—now the sword
Of slaughter smokes !—Th' exulting Thane surveys
Th' imperial scene ; while grimly smiling Grime,
With purple honours deck'd,

—

Ang. Tremendous powers

!

Cat. O'er the fall'n tyrant strides— [Dies.
Ang. Heav'n shield us all

!

Amazing horror chills me !—Ha ! Dunbar

!

Then treason triumphs !—0 my son ! my son

!

SCENE VI.

—

Angus, Dunbar, wounded.

Dun. I sought thee, noble Thane, while yet my
Obey their lord.—I sought thee, to unfold [limbs
My zealous soul, ere yet she takes her flight.

Stretch'd on the ground, these eyes beheld the king
Transfix'd, a lifeless corse ! and saw this arm
Too late to save—too feeble to avenge him !

—

Ang. Weep, Caledonia, weep !—thy peace is slain—
Thy father and thy king !—0 ! this event,
Like a vast mountain, loads my stagg'ring sou],
And crushes all her pow'rs !—But say, my friend,
K yet thy strength permits, how this befel.
Dun. A band of rebels, glean 'd from the defeat

By Athol, lurk'd behind th' adjacent hills

:

These, faithless Cattan, favour'd by the night,
Admitted to the city, join'd their power
With his corrupted guard, and hither led them
Unmark'd, where soon they enter'd unoppos'd.—
Alarm'd, I strove—but strove, alas ! in vain.
To the sad scene ere I could force my way,
Our monarch was no more ! Around him lay
An heap of traitors, whom his single arm
Had slain before he fell.—Th' unhappy queen,
Who, to defend her consort's, had oppos'd
Her own defenceless frame, expiring, pour'd
Her mingling blood in copious stream with his!

Ang. Illustrious victims !—O disastrous fate

!

Unfeeling monsters ! execrable fiends

!

To wanton thus in royal blood

!

Dun - O Thane

!

How shall I speak the sequel of my tale

!

How will thy fond parental heart be rent
With mortal anguish, when my tongue relates
The fate of Eleonora

!

Ang. Ha !—my fears
Anticipate thy words !—O say, Dunbar,
How fares my child

!

Dun. The shades of endless night
Now settle o'er her eyes !—heroic maid

!

She to th' assaulted threshold bravely ran,
And, with her snowy arms, supplied a bolt
To bar their entrance :—but the barb'rous crew
Broke in impetuous, crush'd her slender limb,
When Grime, his dagger brandishing, exclaim'd,
Behold the sore'ress, whose accursed charms
Betray'd the youth, and whose invet'rate sire
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This day revers'd our fortune in the field !

—

This for revenge !—then plung'd it in her breast

!

Ang. Infernal homicide

!

Dun. There—there, 1 own,

He vanquish 'd ine indeed!—What though I rush'd

Through many a wound, and in th' assassin's heart

Imbrued my faithful steel.—But see, where comes,

By her attendants led, the bleeding fair

!

SCENE VII.—Angus, Dunbar, Eleonora
wounded and supported.

Eicon. Here set me down—vain is your kind

concern,

Ah ! who with parent tenderness will bless

My parting soul, and close my beamless eyes

!

Ah ! who defend me, and with pious care

To the cold grave commit my pale remains

!

[Swoons.

Ang. 0 misery !—look up—thy father calls—
[Embracing her.

Eleon. What angel borrows that paternal voice !

Ha ! lives my father ?—Ye propitious powers !

He folds me "in his arms—yes, he survives

The havoc of this night !—O let me now

Yield up my fervent soul with raptur'd praise

!

For Angus lives t' avenge his murder'd prince,

To save his country, and protract his blaze

Of glory farther still

!

Ang. And is it thus

The melting parent clasps his darling child

!

My heart is torn with agonizing pangs

Of complicated woe

!

Dun. The public craves

Immediate aid from thee.—But I wax weak.—

Our infant king, surrounded in the fort,

Demands thy present help.

—

Ang. Yes *
loyal youth,

Thy glorious wounds instruct me what I owe

To my young sov'reign, and my country's peace

!

But how shall I sustain the rav'nous tribe

Of various griefs, that gnaw me all at once ?

My roval master falls, my country groans,

And cruel fate has ravish'd from my side

My dearest daughter, and my best-lov'd friend

!

Dun. Thy praise shall be thy daughter; and thy

Survive unchang'd in ev'ry honest breast, [friend

Ang. Must we then part for ever?—What a plan

Of peaceful happiness my hope had laid

In thee and her !—alas ! thou fading flower,

How fast thy sweets consume !—come to my arms,

That I may taste them ere they fleet away

!

[Embracing her.

O exquisite distress

!

Eleon. For me, my father,

Eor me let not the bootless tear distil.

—

Soon shall I be with those who rest secure

From all th' inclemencies of stormy life.

Ang. Adieu, my children !—never shall I hear

Thy cheering voice again !—a long farewell

!

[Exit Angus.

SCENE VIH—Dunbar, Eleonora.

Dun. Soon shall our shorten'd race of life be

Our day already hastens to its close ;
[run.—

And night eternal comes.—Yet, though I touch
^

The land of peace, and backward view, well pleas d,

The tossing wave from which I shall be free,

No rest will greet me on the silent shore,

K Eleonora sends me hence unbless'd.

Eleon. Distemper'd passion, when we parted last,

Usurp'd my troubled bosom, and Dunbar

With horror was beheld. But reason now

With genial mildness beams upon my soul,

And represents thee justly, as thou art.

The tend'rest lover, and the gentlest friend.

Dun. O transport, to my breast unknown before I

Not the soft breeze, upon its fragrant wings,

Wafts such refreshing gladness to the heart

Of panting pilgrims, as thy balmy words

To my exhausted spirits !—but, alas

!

Thy purple stream of life forsakes apace

Its precious channels !—on thy polish'd cheek

The blowing roses fade ; and o'er thine eyes

Death sheds a misty languor

!

Eleon. Bet me lean

Upon thy friendly arm—yet, O retire !

That guilty arm !—Say, did it ne'er rebel

Against my peace ?—But let me not revolve

Those sorrows now.—Were Heav'n again to raise

That once-lov'd head that lies, alas ! so low !

And from the verge of death my life recaL

What joy could visit my forlorn estate,

Self-doom'd to hopeless woe

!

Dun. Must I then wander,

A pensive shade, along the dreary vale,

And groan for ever under thy reproach ?

Eleon. Ah, no ! thou faithful youth, shall I repay

Thy love and virtue with ungrateful hate ?

These wounds that waste so lavishly thy life,

Were they not all receiv'd in my defence ?

May no repose embrace me in the tomb.

If my soul mourns not thy untimely fall

With sister woe !—Thy passion has not reap'd

The sweet returns its purity deserv'd.

Dun. A while forbear, pale minister of fate,

Forbear a while ; and on my ravish'd ear

Let the last music of this dying swan

Steal in soft blandishment, divinely sweet

!

Then strike th' unerring blow.

Eleon. That thus our hopes,

Which blossom'd num'rous as the flow'ry spring,

Are nipp'd untimely, ere the sun of joy

Matur'd them into fruit, repine not, youth.

—

Life hath its various seasons, as the year ;

And after clust'ring autumn—but I faint

—

Support me nearer—in rich harvest's rear

Bleak winter must have lagg'd.—Oh ! now I feel

The leaden hand of death lie heavy on me.—
Thine image swims before my straining eye

—

And now it disappears.—Speak—bid adieu

To the lost Eleonora.—Not a word ?—
Not one farewell ?—Alas ! that dismal groan

Is eloquent distress !—Celestial powers

Protect my father, show'r upon his Oh ! [Dies.

Dun. There fled the purest soul that ever dweit

In mortal clay !—I come, my love
!
I come

—

Where now the rosy tincture of these lips !

The smile that grace ineffable diffus'd !

The glance that smote the soul with silent wonder.

The voice that sooth'd the anguish of disease,

And held attention captive !—Let me kiss

This pale deserted temple of my joy

!

This, chastity, this, thy unspotted shade

Will not refuse.—I feel the grisly king-

Through all my veins he shivers like the north—

0 Eleonora ! as my flowing blood

Is mix'd with thine—so may our mingling souls

To bliss supernal wing our happy Oh !
[Dies.

SCENE THE LAST.

Angus, Ramsat, Athol, &c. Prisoners.

Angus. Bright deeds of glory hath thine arm

achiev'd,
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Courageous Ramsay; and thy name shall live
Eor ever in the annals of renown.
—But see, where silent as the noon of night
These lovers lie !—rest—rest ill-fated pair !

Your dear rememhrance shall for ever dwell
Within the breast of Angus ; and his love
Oft with paternal tears bedew your tomb

!

Ram. O fatal scene of innocence destroy'd.
Ang. [to Athol.~] O bloody author of this night's

mishap

!

Whose impious hands are with the sacred blood
Of majesty distain'd !—Contemplate here
The havoc of thy crimes ! and then bethink thee,
What vengeance craves.

Athol. With insolence of speech
How dares thy tongue licentious thus insult
Thy sov'reign, Angus ?—Madly hath thy zeal
Espous'd a sinking cause. But thou may'st still

Deserve my future favour.

Ang. 0 thou stain
Of fair nobility !—Thou bane of faith !

Thou woman-killing coward, who hast crept
To the unguarded throne, and stabb'd thy prince !

What hath thy treason, blasted as it is,

To bribe the soul of Angus to thy views ?

Athol. Soon shalt thou rue th' indignity now
On me thy lawful prince. Yes, talking lord ! [thrown
The day will soon appear, when I shall rise
In majesty and terror, to assert
My country's freedom ; and at last avenge
My own peculiar wrongs. When thou, and all

Those grov'lling sycophants, who bow'd the knee
To the usurper's arbitrary sway,
Will fawn on me. Ye temporizing slaves !

Unchain your king; and teach your humble mouths
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To kiss the dust beneath my royal feet. [ To the guard.
Ang. The day will soon appear!—Day shall not

Return, before thy carcass be cast forth, [thrice
Unburied, to the dogs and beasts of prey.
Or, high-exalted, putrify in air,

The monument of treason.

Athol. Empty threat

!

Fate hath foretold that Athol shall be crown'd.
Ang. Then hell hath cheated thee. Thou shalt

be crown'd
An iron crown, intensely hot, shall gird
Thy hoary temples ; while the shouting crowd
Acclaims thee king of traitors.

Athol. Lakes of fire !—
Ha ! saidst thou, lord, a glowing iron crown
Shall gird my hoary temples !—Now I feel
Myself awake to misery and shame !

Ye sceptres, diadems, and rolling trains
Of flatt'ring pomp, farewell !— Curse on those
Of idle superstition, that ensnare [dreams
Th' ambitious soul to wickedness and woe !

Curse on thy virtue, which hath overthrown
My elevated hopes ! and may despair
Descend in pestilence on all mankind

!

Ang. Thy curse just Heav'n retorts upon thyself!
To separate dungeons lead the regicides.

[Exit Guard rvith the Prisoners.
From thirst of rule what dire disasters flow !

How flames that guilt ambition taught to glow !

Wish gains on wish, desire surmounts desire
;

Hope tans the blaze, and envy feeds the fire.

From crime to crime aspires the madd'ning soul

;

Nor l?ws, nor oaths, nor fears its rage control

;

Till Heav'n at length awakes, supremely just,
And levels all its tow'ring schemes in dust

!

THE EEPEISAL: OK, THE TARS OF OLD ENGLAND.
A COMEDY OF TWO ACTS.

FIRST PERFORMED AT THE THEATRE ROYAL IN DRURY LANE, IN 1757.

PERSONS REPRESENTED.
Heartly, a young gent, of Dorsetshire, in love Willi Harriet.
Brush, his servant.

Champignon, commander of a French frigate.
Oclabber, an Irish lieutenant in the French service.
Maclaymore, a Scotch ensign in the French service.
Lyon, lieutenant of an English man-of-war.
Haulyard, a midshipman.
Block, a sailor.

Harriet, a young lady of Dorsetshire, betrothed to Heartly
Soldiers, Sailors, &c.

Scene.—On hoard a French ship lying at anchor on
the coast of Normandy.

PROLOGUE.
An ancient sage, when death approach'd his bed
Consign'd to Pluto his devoted head

;

And, that no fiend might hiss, or prove uncivil,
With vows and prayers, he fairly brib'd the devil:
Yet neither vows nor prayers, nor rich oblation,
Could always save the sinner—from damnation.
Thus authors, tott'ring on the brink of fate,

The critic's rage with prologues deprecate;
Yet oft the trembling bard implores in vain,
The wit profess'd turns out a dunce in grain :

No plea can then avert the dreadful sentence,
He must be d—n'd—in spite of all repentance.
Here justice seems from her straight line to vary,

No guilt attends a fact involuntary
;

This maxim the whole cruel charge destroys,
No poet sure was ever dull—by choice.
Sq pleads our culprit in his own defence,
You cannot prove his dulness is—prepense.
He means to please—he owns no other view ;

And now presents you with—a sea ragout.
A dish—howe'er you relish his endeavours,
Replete with a variety of flavours:
A stout Hibernian, and ferocious Scot,

Together boiled in our enchanted pot;
To taint these viands with the true fumet,
He shreds a musty, vain, French—martinet.
This stale ingredient might our porridge mar
Without some acid juice of English tar:
To rouse the appetite the drum shail rattle,
And the dessert shall be a bloodless battle.
What heart will fail to glow, what eve to brighten,

When Britain's wrath arous'd begins to lighten !

Her thunders roll—her fearless sons advance,
And her red ensigns wave o'er the pale flowers of France
Such game our fathers play'd in days of yore,

When Edward's banners fann'd the Gallic shore;
When Howard's arm Eliza's vengeance hurl'd,
And Drake ditlus'd her fame around the world :

Still shall that godlike flame your bosom fire,
The gen'rous son shall emulate the sire :

Her ancient splendour England shall maintain,

1

O'er distant realms extend her genial reign, 1
And rise—th' unrivall'd empress of the main, j
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ACT THE FIRST.

SCEXE L—Heartly, Brush.

Brush. Well, if this be taking diversion on the

water, God send me safe on English ground !
and

if ever I come in sight of the sea again, may a

watery grave be my portion : first, to be terrified

with the thoughts of drowning :
secondly, to be

tossed and tumbled about like a foot-ball :
thirdly,

to be drenched with sea-water: fourthly, to be

stunk to death with pitch and tar and the savoury

scent of my fellow-sufferers: fifthly, to be racked

with perpetual puking, till my guts are turned in-

side out: and, sixthly and lastly, to be taken

prisoner and plundered by the French.

Heartly. Enough enough

Brush. Enough !—aye, and to spare—I wish I

could give part to those who envy my good fortune

:

but, how will the good Lady Bloomwell moralize

when she finds her daughter Miss Harriet is fallen

into the hands of Monsieur de Champignon

!

Heartlu. ~So more—that reflection alarms me !

—

yet I have nothing to fear—as there is no war de-

clared, we shall soon be released ; and, in the mean

time, the French will treat us with their usual

politeness.

Brush. Pox on their politeness ! ah master ! com

mend me to the blunt sincerity of the true surly

British mastiff. The rascallion that took my purse

bowed so low, and paid me so many compliments,

that I ventured to argue the matter, in hopes of

convincing him he was in the wrong ; but he soon

stopped my mouth with a vengeance, by clapping a

cocked pistol to my ear, and telling me he should

have the honour to blow my brains out. Another

of these polite gentlemen begged leave to exchange

hats with me : a third fell in love with my silver

shoe-buckles ;
nay, that very individual nice but-

tock of beef, winch I had just begun to survey with

looks of desire, after the dismal evacuation I had

undergone, was ravished from my sight by two

famished French wolves, who beheld it with equal

iov and astonishment.

"Heart!)/. I must confess they plundered us with

ereat dexterity and despatch ; and even Monsieur

de Champignon, the commander, did not keep his

hands clear of the pillage, an instance of rapacious-

ne«s I did not expect to meet with in a gentleman

and an officer. Sure he will behave as such to

Harriet! .

Brush. Faith '. not to flatter you, sir, I take him

to be one of those fellows who owe their good

fortune to nothing less than their good works. He

first rifled your mistress, and then made love to her

with great gallantry ; but you was in the right to

call yourself her brother ; if he knew you were his

rival", vou might pass your time very disagreeably.

Hearth/. There are "two officers on board, who

seem to disapprove of his conduct ; they would not

be concerned in robbing us, nor would they suffer

their soldiers to take any share of the prey, but

condoled Harriet and me on our misfortune, with

marks of real concern.

Brush. You mean Lieutenant Oclabber and

Ensign Maclavmore, a couple of d—ned renega-

does!—you lean upon a broken reed, if you trust -to

their compassion.
Heartly. Oclabber I knew at Paris, when I tra

veiled with my brother, and he then bore the

character of an honest man and a brave officer.

The other is a Highlander, excluded, I suppose,

from his own country on account of the late rebel-

lion ; for that reason, perhaps, more apt to pity the

distressed. I see then? walking this way in close con-

ference. While I go down to the cabin to visit my
dear Harriet, you may lounge about and endeavour

to overhear their conversation. [Exeunt.

SCEXE H.

—

Oclabber, Maclayjiore.

Ocl. Arrah, for what ?—I don't value Monsieur

de Champignon a rotten potatoe ; and when the

ship goes ashore, I will be after asking him a shivel

question, as I told him to his face, when he turned

his back upon me in the cabin.

Mad. Weel, weel, Maister Oclabber, I wen a

tak' upon me to say a' together ye're in the wrang

;

but ye ken there's "a time for a' things; and we man
gang hooly and fairly, while we're under command.

Ocl. You may talk as you plaise, Mr. Maclay-

more—you're a man of learning, honey. Indeed

indeed I am always happy when you are spaiking,

whether I am asleep or awake, a gra. But, by my
shoul, I will maintain, after the breath is out of my
body, that the English pleasure-boat had no right

to be taken before the declaration of war ; much
more the prisoners to be plundered, which you

know is the prerogative of pirates and privateers.

Mad. To be sure, the law of nations does na

prescind that privilege in actual war ; for ye ken,

in ancient times, the victor teuk the spolia opima ;

and in my country, to this very day, we follow

the auld practice, pecudum pradas agere. But then,

ye man take notice, nae gentleman wad plunder a

leddy—awa', awa' !—fie for shame! and a right

sonsy damsel too. I'm sure it made my heart wae

to see the saut brine come happin o'er her winsome

cheeks.

Od. Devil burn me ! but my bowels wept salt

water to see her sweet face look so sorrowful !

—

och ! the delicate creature !—she's the very moral

of my own honev, dear Sheelah O'Shannaghan,

whom I left big with child in the county of Fer-

menaghan, grammachree !—Ochone, my dear Shee-

lah ! Look here, she made me this sword-belt, of

the skin of a sea-wolf that I shot at the mouth of

the Shannon ; and I gave her at parting a nun's

discipline to keep her sweet flesh in order—oh

!

my dear honey captain, cried she, I shall never do

penance, but I will be thinking of you. Ah ! poor

Sheelah, she once met with a terrible misfortune,

gra. We were all a merry-making at the castle of

Ballycloueh. And so Sheelah having drank a cup

too inuclChoney, fell down stairs out of a window.

When I came to her, she told me, she was speech-

less ; and by my shoul it was tree long weeks be-

fore she got upon her legs again. Then I composed

a lamentation in the Irish tongue—and sung it to

the tune of Drimmendoo ; but a friend of mine, of

the order of Shaint Francis, has made a relation of

it into English, and it goes very well to the words

of Elen-a-Boon.

Mad. Whether is't an elegy or an ode ?

Od. How the devil can it be odd, when the

verses are all even?
Mad. Gif it be an elegy, it must be wntten m

the carmen elcgiacum ; or, gif it be an ode, it may

be monocolos, dicolos, tetrastrophos, or, perhaps,

it's loose iambics. . . .

Od. Arrah, upon mv conscience, I believe it is

simple shambrucks. honey. But, if you'll hold

your tongue, you shall see with your own eyes.
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SONG.
Ye swains of the Shannon, fair Sheelah is gone,
Ye swains of the Shannon, fair Sheelah is gone,

Oi hone my dear jewel,
Why was you so cruel,

Amidst my companions tc leave me alone?

Though Teague shut the casement in Ballydough hall

;

Though Teague shut the casement in Ballyclough hall;
In the dark she was groping;
And found it wide open

;

Och ! the devil himself could not stand such a fall.

In beholding your charms, I can see them no more;
In beholding your charms, I can see them no more

;

If you're dead, do hut own it ;

Then you'll hear me bemoan it

;

For in loud lamentations your fate I'll deplore.

Devil curse this occasion with tumults and strife!
Devil curse this occasion with tumults and strife!

O! the month of November,
She'll have cause to remember,

As a black letter day all the days of her life.

With a rope I could catch the dear creature I've lost

!

With a rope I could catcli the dear creature I've lost

!

But, without a dismission,
I'd lose my commission,

And be hang'd with disgrace for deserting my post.

Shall I never see you, my lovely Sheelah, these
seven long years ? An it plaised God to bring us
within forty miles of each other, I would never de-
sire to be nearer all the days of my life.

Macl. Hoot-fie! Captain Oclabber, whare's a'

your philosophy? did ye never read Seneca de
Consolatione ? or Volusenus, my countryman, de
Tranquillitate Animi ? I'se warrant we have left a
bonny lass too, in the braes of Lochaber—my yel-
low-hair'd deary that wont to meet me amang the
heather. Heigh, sirs! how she grat and cried,
" Waes my heart that we should sunder." Whisht,
what's a' that rippet ? [A noise of drums.

Ocl. Arran-mon-deaul ! they are beating our
grenadier's march, as if the enemy was in view

;

but I shall fetch them off long enough before they
begin to charge

; or, by Shaint Patrick ! I'll beat
their skulls to a pancake.
Macl. [to a bagpiper crossing the stage.'} Whare

are ye ga'ane with the moosic, Donald?
Piper. Guid fait ! an please your honour, the

commander has sent for her to play a spring to the
sasenach damsel ; but her nain sell wad na pudge
the length of her tae, without your honour's order

;

and she'll gar a' the men march before her with
the British flag and the rest of the plunder.

Macl. By my saul ! he's a gowk, and a gauky,
to ettle at diverting the poor lassy with the puppet-
show of her ain misfortune

;
but, howsomever,

Donald, ye may gang and entertain her with a
pibroch of Macreemon's composition

;
and, if she

has any taste for inoosic, ye ll soon gar her forget
her disaster.

Ocl Arrah, now since that's the caase, I would
not be guilty of a rude thing to the lady ; and if it

be done to compose her spirits, by my soul ! the
drum shall beat till she's both deaf and dumb, be-
fore I tell it to leave off—but we'll go and see the
procession. [Exeunt.

SCENE HI.—A Procession.

[First the bagpipe—then a ragged dirty sheet/or the
French colours—a file of soldiers in tatters—the
English prisoners—the plunder, in the midst of
which is an English buttock of beef carried on the
shoulders of four meagre Frenchmen. The drum,
followed by a crew of French sailors.}

Champignon, Harriet.
Champ. Madame, you see de fortune of de war

—my fate be admirable capricieux—you be de
prisonier of my arm— I be de cautive of your eye-
by gar ! my glorie turn to my disgrace

!

Har. Truly, I think so too—for nothing can be
more disgraceful than what you have done.

Champ. Den vat I ave done !— parbleu ! I not
understand vat you mean, madam—I ave de honour
to carry off one great victorie over de Englis.
Har. You have carried off an unarmed' boat,

contrary to the law of nations ; and rifled the pas-
sengers in opposition to the dictates of justice and
humanity—I should be glad to know what a com-
mon robber could do worse.

Champ. Common robber! madam, your servi-
teur tres humble—de charm of your esprit be as
brilliant as de attraits of your personne. In one
and t'oder you be perfaitement adorable— souffrez
den dat I present my art at your altar.
Har. If you have any heart to present, it must

be a very stale sacrifice—for my own part, I have
iio taste for the fumet; so you had better keep it
for the ladies of your own country.

Champ. Ah eruelle !—de ladies en France will
felcite demselves dat you renounce de tendre
of Monsieur de Champignon. Madame de la
duehesse—mais taisons— alte la—et la belle mar-
quise ! ah quelles ames! vanite apart, madam, I
ave de honneur to be one man a bonnes fortunes.
Diable m'emporte

! till I rencountre your invincible
eye, I ave alway de same succes in love as in war.
Har. I dare say you have been always equally

lucky and wise.

Champ. A ma charmante ;—dat is more of your
bonte den of my merite—permettez done, dat I
amuse you wid the transports of my flame.
Har. In a proper place, I believe, I should find

them very entertaining.

Champ. How you ravish me, my princesse !

—

avouez done, you ave de sentiments for my per-
sonne—parbleu it is all your generosite—dere is
noting extraordinary in my personne, diable m'em-
porte ! hai, hai. [Cuts a caper.
Har. Indeed, monsieur, you do yourself injustice;

for you are certainly the most extraordinary per-
son I had ever the honour to see.

Champ. Ah, ah, madame ! I die under the
charge of your politesse—your approbation ave
dissipe de brouillard dat envelope my fantasie

—

your smile inspire me wid allegresse— allons ! vive
l'amour ! la, la, la, la

Har. What a delicate pipe ! I find, monsieur !

you're alike perfect in all your accomplishments.
Champ. Madame, j our slave eternellement—per-

sonnes of gout ave own dat me sing de ehanso-
nettes not altogether too bad, before I ave de
honour to receive one ball de pistolet in my gorge,
wen I board de Englis man of war, one, two, tree,
four, ten year ago. I take possession sabre a la
main

; but, by gar, de ennemi be opiniatre !—dey
refuse to submit, and carry me to Plimount—dere
I apprehend your tongue, madame- dere I dance,
and ave de gallantries parmi les belles filles An-
gloises. I teash dem to love—they teash me to
sing your jollies vaudevilles. " A coblere dere vas,
and he live in one stall." Hai, hai ! how you taste
my talens, madame ?

Har. Oh! you sing enchantingly ; and so na-
tural, one would imagine you had been a cobler all
the days of your life. Ha, ha, ha!

Champ. Hai, hai, hai; if you not flatter me,
madame, I be more happy dan Charlemagne—but

G G 2
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I ave fear dat you mocquez de moi—tell a me of

grace, my princesse, vat sort of lover you shoose

—

I vil transform myself for your plaisir.

Har. I -will not say what sort of lover I like

;

t>ut I'll sing what sort of lover I despise.

Champ. By gar, she loveme eperduement. [Aside.

SONG.

From the man whom I love, though my heart I disguise,

I will freely descrihe the wretch 1 despise,

And if he has sense but to balance a straw,

He will sure take the hint from the picture I draw.

A wit without sense, without fancy a beau,

Like a parrot he chatters, and struts like a crow

;

A peacock in pride, in grimace a baboon,

In courage a hind, in conceit a gascoon.

As a vulture rapacious, in falsehood a fox,

Inconstant as waves, and unfeeling as rocks:

As a tiger ferocious, perverse as a hog,

In mischief an ape, and in fawning a dog.

In a word, to sum up all his talents together,

His heart is of lead, and his brain is of feather:

Yet, if he has sense but to balance a straw,

He will sure take the hint from the picture I draw.

Champ. Morbleu, madame, you sing a marveilles

—by gar, de figure be ver singulier.

SCENE IV.—Harriet, Champignon, Heartly.

Champ. Mons. Artlie, I ave de honeur to be your

most umbleserviteur—mademoiselle your sister aves

des perfections of an ange ; but she be cold as de

albatre. You do me good office—I become of your

alliance—you command my service.

Heartly. I hope my sister will set proper value

upon your addresses." And you may depend upon

my best endeavours to persuade her to treat your

passion as it deserves.

Champ. As it deserve !—mardy ! dat is all I de-

sire—den I treat you as one prince. [A servant

whispers and retires.] Comment ! que m'importe—

madame, I must leave you for one moment to de

garde of Monsieur your broder ; but I return m
one twinkle. [Exit

SCENE V.

—

Heartlt, Harriet.

Heartly. Mv dear Harriet, have you good nature

enough to forgive me for having exposed you to all

these dangers and misfortunes?

Har. I can't but be pleased with an event which

has introduced me to the acquaintance of the ac-

complished Champignon, ha, ha, ha

!

Heartly. You can't imagine how happy I am to

see you bear your misfortune with such good hu-

mour, after the terror you underwent at our being

taken.

Har. I was indeed terribly alarmed when a can-

non shot came whistling over our heads ;
and not a

little dejected when I found myself a prisoner ? but

I imagine all danger diminishes, or at least loses

part of its terror, the nearer you approach it. And

as for this Champignon, he is such a contemptible

fellow, that, upon recollection, I almost despise my-

self for having been afraid of him— O' my con-

science ! I believe all courage is acquired from

practice. I don't doubt but in time I should be able

to stand a battery myself.

Heartly. Well, my fair Thalestns, should you

ever be attacked, I hope the aggressor will fall be-

fore you—Champignon has certainly exceeded his

orders, and we shall be released as soon as a repre-

sentation can be made to the French court.

Har. I should be loth to trouble the court of

France with matters of so little consequence.

Don't you think it practicable to persuade the cap-

tain to set us at liberty ? There is one figure in

rhetoric which I believe he would hardly resist.

Heartly. I guess your meaning, and the experi-

ment shall be tried, if we fail of success from

another quarter ; I intend to make myself known to

Oclabber, with whom I was formerly acquainted,

and take his advice. He and the Scotch ensign are

at variance with Champignon, and disapprove of

our being made prisoners.

SCENE VI.—Heartly, Harriet, Brush.

Heartly [to Brush.] Well, sir, have you been fishing

the bonny Scot. Have you caught any intelligence ?

Brush. Sir, I have done your business—Captain

Maclavmore and I have been drinking a bottle of

sour wine to the health of Miss Harriet and your

worship ; in a word, he is wholly devoted to your

service.

Har. Pray. Mr. Brush, what method did you

take to ingratiate yourself with that proud stalking

Highlander?
Brush. I won his heart with some transient en-

comiums on his country. I affected to admire his

plaid as an improvement on the Roman toga;

swore it was a most soldierly garb ; and said, I did

not wonder to see it adopted by a nation equally

renowned for learning and valour.

Heartly. These insidious compliments could not

fail to undermine his loftiness.

Brush. He adjusted his bonnet, rolled his quid

from one cheek to the other, threw his plaid over

his left shoulder with an air of importance, strutted

to the farther end of the deck ; then returning

with his hard features unbended into a ghastly

smile, " By my saul, mon," says he, " ye're na fule ;

I see you ken foo weel how to mak proper distinc-

tions—you and I man be better acquainted." I

bowed very low in return for the great honour he

did me—hinted, that though now I was in the sta-

tion of a servant, I had some pretensions to family

;

and sighing, cried, tempora mutantur, et nos muta-

mur in illis.

Heartly. That scrap of Latin was a home thrust

—You see, sirrah, the benefit of a charity school.

Brush. Ay, little did I think, when I was flogged

for neglecting my accidence, that ever my learning

would turn to such account—Captain Maclavmore

was surprised to hear me speak Latin. Yet he

found fault with my pronunciation. He shook me

by the hand, though I was a little shy of that com-

pliment, and said he did not expect to find flowers

under a nettle. But I put him in mind of the

singet cat, for I was better than I was bonny—then

he carried me to his cabin, where we might dis-

course more freely ; told me the captain was " a

light-headed guse," and expressed his concern at

your captivity, which he said was a flagrant infrac-

tion of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle.

Har. There, I hope, you backed his opinion with

all your eloquence.
,

Brush. I extolled his understanding ;
interested

his gallantry in the cause of a distressed lady ;
and,

in order to clinch my remonstrance, told him that

mv master's great grandmother's aunt was a Scotch-

woman of the name of Macintosh, and that Mr.

Heartly piqued himself on the Highland blood that

ran in his veins.
,

Heartly. I'm obliged to your invention for tlie

honour of that alliance—I hope the discovery had

a proper effect upon my cousin Maclaymore.

Brush. He no sooner heard that particular,
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than he started up, crying, " What the rteel say ye ?

Macintosh!— swunds mon ! that's the name of
my ain mither—who kens but Mester Heartly and
I may be coozens seventeen times removed?"
Then he gave me a full account of his pedigree for
twelve generations, and hawked up the names of
his progenitors till they set my teeth on edge. To
conclude, he has promised to give you all the assis-

tance in his power, and even to favour our escape

;

for, over and above his other motives, I find he
longs to return to his own country, and thinks a
piece of service done to an English gentleman may
enable him to gratify that inclination.

Heartly. But what scheme have you laid for our
escape ?

Brush. The boat is along-side—our men are
permitted to walk the deck :—when the captain re-
tires to rest, and the watch is relieving, nothing will
be more easy than to step on board of our own
galley, cut the rope, hoist the sails, and make the
best of our way to Old England.

Hearth/. But, you don't consider that Monsieur
de Champignon, if alarmed, may slip his cable and
give us chase—nay, compliment us with a dish of
sugar-plums that may be very hard of digestion.

Brush. There the friendship of Maclaymore
will be of service. For, as soon as our flight is

known, he and his men, on pretence of being alert,

will make such a bustle and confusion, that nothing
can be done until we are out of their reach ; and
then we must trust to our own canvass and the
trim of our vessel, which is a prime sailer.

Harriet. The project is feasible, and may be the
more practicable, if the Irish lieutenant can be
brought to cooperate with the ensign.

Heartly. Odso ! there he comes—Brush, go and
wait upon Miss Harriet to her cabin, while I accost
this Hibernian.

SCENE VTI—Heartly, Oclabbee.

Ocl. Your humble servant, sir,—I hope the lady
is plaised with her accommodation—don't you
begin to be refreshed with the French air blowing
over the sea !—upon my conscience ! now, it's so
delicate and keen, that for my own part, honey,
I have been as hungry as an Irish wolf-dog ever
since I came to this kingdom.

Heartly. Sir, I thank you for your kind inquiry
—I am no stranger to the French air, nor to the
politeness of Captain Oclabber.—What ! have you
quite forgot your old acquaintance ?

Ocl. Acquaintance, honey— by my shoul ! I
should be proud to recollect your countenance,
though I never saw you before in the days of
my life.

Heartly. Don't you remember two Englishmen
at Paris, about three years ago, of the name of
Heartly ?

Ocl. lib ub oo !—by Shaint Patrick, I remember
you as well as nothing in the world—Arrah, now,
whether is it your own self or your brother ?

Heartly. My brother died of a consumption
soon after our return to England.

Ocl. Ah ! God rest his soul, poor gentleman

—

but it is a great comfort to a man to be after dying
in his own country—I hope he was your elder
brother, gra.—Oh ! I remember you two made one
with us at the hotel de Bussy—by my shoul ! we
were very merry and frolicsome ; and you know
I hurt my ancle, and my foot swelled as big as
three potatoes—by the same token I sent for a rogue
of a surgeon, who subscribed for the cure, and

wanted to make a hand of my foot. Mr. Heartly,
the devil fly away with me but I am proud to see
you, and you may command me without fear or
affection, gra.

Heartly. Sir, you are extremely kind ; and may,
I apprehend, do me a good office with Captain
Champignon, who, I cannot help saying, has treated
us with very little ceremony.

Ocl. I'll tell you what, Mr. Heartly, we officers

don't choose to find fault with one another ; because
there's a discipline and subordination to be ob-
served, you know ;—therefore I shall say nothing
of him as an officer, honey

; but, as a man, my dear,
by the mass, he's a meer baist.

Heartley. I'm glad to find your opinion of him so
conformable to my own.—I understand by my
servant too, that Mr. Maclaymore agrees with us,

in his sentiments of Monsieur de Champignon

;

and disapproves of his taking our boat, as an un-
warrantable insult offered to the British nation.

Ocl. By my shoul ! I told him so before you
came a-board.—As for ensign Maclaymore, there is

not a prettier fellow in seven of the best counties in
Ireland—as brave as a heron, my dear—arrah, the
devil burn him if he fears any man that never wore
a head.—Ay, and a great scholar to boot—he can
talk Latin and Irish as well as the Archbishop of
Armaugh—didn't you know we were sworn bro-
thers—though I'm his senior officer, and epaik the
French more fluid, gra.

SCENE VHI.

—

Heartly, Oclabber, Brush.

Brush, O Lord, Sir ! all the fat's in the lire,

Ocl. Arrah, what's a-fire, honey?
Brush. All our fine project gone to pot !—We

may now hang up our harps among the willows,
and sit down and weep by Babel's streams.

Heartly. What does the blockhead mean ?

Brush. One of our foolish fellows has blabbed
that Miss Harriet is not your sister, but your mis-
tress

; and this report has been carried to Monsieur
de Champignon, whom I left below in the cabin,
taxing her with dissimulation, and threatening to
confine her for life.—He sings, capers, swears, and
storms in a breath !—I have seen Bedlam ; but an
English lunatic, at full moon, is a very sober animal
when compared to a Frenchman in a passion.

Heartly. I care not for his passion or power.—
By heaven ! he shall not offer the least violence to
my Harriet, while a drop of blood circulates in my
veins !—I'll assault him, though imarm'd, and die
in her defence.—

[ Going.
Ocl. Won't you be easy now !—your dying sig-

nifies nothing at all, honey
;

for, if you should be
killed in the fray, what excuse would you make to
the young lady's relations, for leaving her alone in
the hands of the enemy !—by my shoul ! you'd look
very foolish.—Take no notice at all, and give your-
self no trouble about the matter—and if he should
ravish your mistress, by my salvation ! I would
take upon me to put him under arrest.

_

Heartly. The villain dares not think of commit-
ting such an outrage.

Ocl. Devil confound me ! but I'd never desire a
better joke—Och then, my dear, you'd see how I'd
trim him— you should have satisfaction to your
heart's content.

Heartly. Distraction !—If you will not give me
your assistance, I'll fly alone to her defence.

Brush. Zooks, Sir, you're as mad as he.—You'll
ruin us past all redemption.—What the deuce are
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von afraid of?—Ravish '.—An atomy like that pre-

tend to ravish ! No, no : Hell ravish nothing but

our eoods and chattel?, and these he has disposed

of already. Besides, Miss Harriet, when his back

•was turned, desired me to conjure you in her name

to take care of yourself: for Champignon would

have no pretence to confine her, if you was out of

the wav.
Ocl'O' mv conscience, a very sensible young

woman ! When there are two lovers in the caase, 'tis

natural to wish one of them away.—Come alongwith

me, honev : well hold a council ofwar with Ensign

Maclavm'ore— perhaps he may contrive mains to

part you.—No man knows better how to make a

soldierlv retreat

Brush. Soldierlv or unsoldierly, it signifies not a

button—so we do but escape : I shall be glad to get

away at any rate, even if I should fly like a thief

from the gallows.

Ocl. Devil fire you. my dear ! you're a wag—
Arrah. who told vou that my friend Maclaymore

escaped from the gallows ?—By my shoul ! 'tis all

fortune de la guerre—Indeed, indeed, I would never

desire to command a better corps than what I could

form out of the honest gentlemen you have hanged

in England.
Heartbj. Tm so confounded and perplexed, in

consequence of this unlucky discovery, that I can't

start one distinct thought, much less contribute to

anv scheme that requires cool deliberation.

Ocl Arrah faith, my dear, we must leave those

thinas to wiser heads— for my own part, Tm a

soldfer, and never burden my brain with unneces-

sarv basaaae.

I won t pretend to lead, but I follow in the throng

;

And as I 'don't tninV at all, I can never think
wrons.

ACT THE SECOND.

SCENE L

—

A ffreatnoi.se and bustle behind the Scenes.

Macxatmoke, Champignon.

high, kenn'd the respact due to an officer, we should

na be fash'd with a' this din

Champ. Tell a me au moment, were be Monsieur

Artlie ? were be de prisoniers i wat you beat my
brains wid your sottises ?

Mad. Nav, sin ye treat me with sa little cere-

monv, I man tell you, Mester Heartly was na com-

mitted to my charge, and sae ye may gang and

leuk after him ; and as for prisoners, I ken of nae

prisoners but your ain valet, whom you ordered to

be put in irons this morning for supping part of

your bouillon, and if the poor fallow had na done

the deed, I think he must have starved for want of

victuals.

Champ. Morblen! Monsienr Maclaimore, yon

distrait me wid your babiL I demand de Englis

prisoniers—m'entendez vous ?

Mad. Monsieur de Champignon, je vous entens

bien—there was nae English prisoner here ; for I

man tell vou. sir, that if ever you had read Grobus

de Jure Belli ac Pads, or Puffendorf de Officio

Hominis et Ciris, ye wad a' seen he could na be in

the predicament of a captus in beUo, or an obses or

tades—for what ? yell say—because he was na teak

flagrante beUo—ergo he was nae prisoner of war

—

now what says the learned Puffendorf?

Champ. Comment ! yon call me Puff-and-horf ?

ventre bleu : vou be one impertinent.

Mad. What, what !—that's a paughty word, sir

—that's nae language for a gentleman—nae mair

o' that, or guid faith"we'll forget where we are.

Champ. Morbleu ! you ave forgot dat I be your

general

—

tout chief.

Mad. Bv mv sauL mon, that's strange news in-

deed. Tonmy chief ! you chiefof the Maclaymores 1

Champ. Oifi, moi, rustre—moi qui vous parle.

MacL Dinna rustre me, sir. or deel dam my sauL

hat ITl wrast your head aff your shoulders, if ye

was the best Champignon in France.

[They draw, andfight.

SCENE H—Oclabbek. Champignon, Macxat-
HOBE.

Champ, 'running upon the stage in a ridiculous

dishabille.]—Prenez garde qu'elle ne vous echappe

:

—aux armes '.—Mods, le Second—contre maitre

—

la chaloupe '. la chaloupe

!

Mad [overturning him, as ifthrough mistake.] As
I sail answar, the folks are a' gaen daft :—deel stap

out your een '. Tm nae sic midge but ye might a

seen me in vour porridge.

Champ. Ah meutrier : assassin ! vous avez tae

voire commandant '.—holla ho '. mes gens, a moi.

Mad. Hoot, na! it canna be our commander

Monsieur de Champignon, running about in the

dark like a worricow :—Preserve us a': it's the

vara mon—weel I wot, sir. I'm right sorry to find

vou in sic a pickle—bat wha thought to meet with

you plaving at blind Harry on deck ?

Champ, "[rising.'] Ventre saingris: my whole

brain be deranaee i—traitre '. you be in de complot-

Mad. Traiter, me nae traiter: Mester Cham-
pignon, or gude faith ! you and I man ha' our kail

through the reek.

Champ. Were be de prisoniers ? tell a me dat

—

ha 1—mort de ma vie '. de Englis vaisseau '—de

prise 1 de prisoniers '.—saereblen : ma gloire '. mes
richesses: rendez moi les prisoniers—you be de

en -eigne, yoa be de oScier.

Mad troth, I ken too weel Fm an officer—

I

wass some other people, who hand their heads unco

Ocl. Devil fire vou. mv lads ! what's the learn-

ing of all this disturbance?—o' my conscience:

there's no such thing as resting below—a man

would lie as quiet at the bottom of the sea—Tve

been abed these tree hours, but I could not close

an eve, gra : for you waked me before I fell asleep.

[Pretending to discover Cliampignon.j Arrah now,

don't I dream, honey ? What, is it your own self

Monsieur de Champ'ignon, going to attack my en-

sign? By mv shoul : that's not so snivel now,

aboard of vour own ship. Gentlemen, I put yon

both under" arrest in the king's name—you shall

see one another locked in your cabins with your

own hands : and then, if you ctit one another's

troats, bv the blessed virgin : you shall be brought

to a court-martial, and tried for your lives, agra.

Mad. [sheathing his surord.] Weel, weel, sir—

ve're my commanding officer -, (ma est imptrare—
but. he"and I sail meet before mountains meet

that's a'.

Champ, [to Ocl] Tat ! you presume to entre-

mettre in mes affiiires dlionneur—you have the

hardiesse to dispute wid me de command of dis

vaisseau de guerre?—teQ a me if you know my
condition, ha?

Ocl Indeed, indeed, my dear, I believe tout pre-

sent condition is not very savoury -, but, if Ensign

Maclaymore had made you shorter by the head,
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your condition would have been still worse ; and
yet. upon my conscience ! I have seen a man com-
mand such a frigate as this, without any head at all.

Champ. Monsieur O-claw-bear, you mocquez de
moi—you not seem to know my noblesse—dat I
descend of de bonne famille—dat my progeniteurs
ave bear de honourable cotte—de cotte of antiquite.

Ocl. By my shoul ! when I knew you first, you
bore a very old coat yourself, my dear ; for it was
threadbare and out at elbows.

Champ. Ah ! la mauvaise plaisanterie—Daignez,
my goot lieutenant O-claw-bear, to onderstand dat
I ave de grands alliances—du bien—du rente—dat
I ave regale des princes in my chateau.

Ocl. Och ! I beg your chateau's pardon, gram-
mac hree ! I have had the honour to see it on the
banks of the Garonne—and by my soul ! a very
venerable building it was—aye, and very well bred
to boot, honey ; for it stood always uncovered ; and
never refused entrance to any passenger, even
though it were the wind and the rain, gra.

Champ. You pretendez to know my famille, ha?
Ocl. By Shaint Patrick, I know them as well as

the father that bore them. Your nephew is a beg-
ging brother of the order of Shaint Francis;
Mademoiselle, your sister, espoused an eminent sa-

vatier in the county of Bearne ; and your own
shelf, my dear, first mounted the stage as a charla-
tan, then served the Count de Bardasch for your
diversion, and now, by the king's favour, you com-
mand a frigate of twelve guns, lying at anchor
within the province of Normandy.

_

Champ. Ah quelle medisance !—que vous ima-
ginez bien, Monsieur—but I vill represent your
conduit to des marchaux of France ; and dey vil

convince you dat Monsieur de Champignon is one
personne of some consideration—un charlatan !—

-

mardy ! dat be ver plaisant. Messieurs, serviteur

—

I go to give de necessaires ordres pour rattraper de
Englis chaloupe—jusque au revoir—charlatan !

—

savatier !—Morte de ma vie. [Exit.

SCENE III.

—

Oclabber, Maclaymore.

Ocl. Faith and troth, my dear, you'll see the
chaloupe far enough out of sight by this time.

Macl. By my saul ! captain, ye sent him awa'
with a flea in his bonnet. He'll no care to wrestle
anither fa' with you in a hurry—he had the wrang
sow by the lug.

Ocl. If he will be after playing at rubbers, he
must expect to meet with bowls—pooh! I main, he
must look to meet with bowls, if he will be playing
at rubbers—arra man deaul ! that's not the thing
neither; but you know my maining, as the saying is.

Macl. Hoot aye—I'se warrant I ken how to gar
your bools row right—and troth I canna help think-
ing but I played my part pretty weel for a beginner.

Ocl. For a beginner ! Devil fetch me, but you
played like a man that jokes in earnest. But your
joke was like to cut too keen, honey, when I came
to part you ; and yet I came as soon as you tipped
me the wink with your finger.

Macl. Let that flie stick i' the wa'—when the
dirt's dry it will rub out. But now we man tak
care of the poor waff lassy that's left under our
protection, and defend her from the maggots of this

daft Frenchman.
Ocl. I will be after confining him to his cabin,

if he offers to touch a hair of her beard, agra.

Macl. It's now break of day—dinna you see the
bonny grey-eyed morn blinking o'er yon mossy

craig ? We'll e'en gang doun and tak a tasse of
whisky together, and then see what's to be done
for Miss Harriet. [Exeunt.

SCENE IV.—Harriet, Brush.

Har. 0 Lord ! I'm in such a flutter—What was
the meaning of all that noise ?—Brush, are you sure
your master is out of all danger of being retaken?

Brush. Yes, yes, Madam, safe enough for this

bout. The two land officers performed their parts

to a miracle. My master and our people slipped

into the boat, without being disturbed by the sen-

tries, who were tutored for the purpose ; and they
were almost out of sight, before Champignon was
alarmed by a starved Frenchman, whose hunger
kept him awake. But now they have doubled the
point of land, and in four hours or so will be in

sight of sweet Old England. I'm sure I sent many
a wishful look after them.

Har. What ! you are sorry then for having staid

behind with me ?

Brush. O ! by no manner of means, Ma'am—to

be sure you did me an infinite deal of honour,
Ma'am, in desiring that I might be left, when you
spoke to my master through the barricado ; but yet,

Ma'am, I have such a regard for Mr. Heartly,
Ma'am, that I should be glad to share all his

dangers, Ma'am—though, after all is done and said,

I don't think it was very kind in him to leave his

mistress and faithful servant in such a dilemma.
Har. Nay, don't accuse your master unjustly.

You know how unwillingly he complied with my
request. We could not guess what villanous steps

this fellow, Champignon, might have taken to con-
ceal his rapine, which Mr. Heartly will now have
an opportunity to represent in its true colours.

Brush. Well—Heaven grant him success, and
that speedily. For my own part, I have been so
long used to his company, that I grow quite chicken-
hearted in his absence. If I had broke my leg
two days ago, I should not have been in this quan-
dary. God forgive the man that first contrived

parties of pleasure on the water.

Har. Hang: fear, Brush, and pluck up your cou-
rage. I have some small skill in physiognomy,
and can assure you it is not your fate to die by
water—Ha ! I see the captain coming this way—

I

must bear the brunt of another storm.

Brush. Odso! I'll run down to Lieutenant Oclab-
ber, and his ensign, and give them notice, in case
there should be occasion to interpose. {Exit Brush.

SCENE V.

—

Champignon, Harriet.

Champ. Madame, you pardon my presomption
dat I pay my devoirs in dishabille—hot it be all

for your service. Monsieur your amant ave decampe
sans faeon. I take de alarm, and make all my
efforts to procure de plaisir of seeing him again

—

Ah ! he be de gallant homme to abandon his

maitresse

!

Har. Is there no possibility of bringing him back ?

Champ. By gar ! it be tout a fait impossible. He
steal comme one thief into de chaloupe, and vanish
in de obscurite

!

Har. I'm heartily glad to hear it

!

Champ. For vat you be glad, my princess, ha?
Har. That he's no longer in your power.
Champ. Bon !—juste ciel !—how you make me

happy to see you glad, Madame ! la, la, la, ra, ra

—

Ventre bleu ! he be one fugitif—if we rencontre
again, revanche ! revanche ! la, la, la, ra, ra. Per-
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mettez done, madame, dat I ave de honeur to

languisse before your feet—ave pitie of me—take

my sword—plongez dans my bosom. Ah !
larron

!

perfide ! la, la, ra, ra.

[He sings, kneels, and dances by turns.

Monsieur ^jrtlie is not in my power—bon—but,

by gar, madame, you know who is, hah !

Har. As for me, my sex protects me. I am here,

indeed, a prisoner, and alone ; but you will not, you

dare not treat me with indignity.

Champ. Dare not ! —Bravo ! —Show to me de

man vil sav I dare not—9a, ha, ha ! [Capers about.

Har. You're in such a dancing humour, 'tis pity

you should want music. Shall I sing you a song ?

Champ. Ah cruelle ! you gouverne vid soverain

empire over my art—you rouse me into one storm

—you sing me into one calm.

SOXG.

Let the nymph still avoid, and be deaf to the swain,

Who in transports of passion affects to complain ;

For his rage, not his love, in that frenzy is shown,

And the blast that blows loudest is soon overblown.

But the shepherd whom Cupid has pierced to the heart,

Will submissive adore, and rejoice in the smart ;

Or in plaintive soft murmurs, his bosom-felt woe,

Like the smooth gliding current of rivers, will flow.

Though silent his tongue, he will plead with his eyes,

And his heart own your sway in a tribute of sighs

;

But, when he accosts you in meadow or grove,

His tale is all tenderness, rapture, and love.

SCENE VI.—Champignon, Harriet, Brush.

Brush. News ! news ! there's an English man-

of-war's boat along-side, with a flag of truce.

Champ. Comment !—madame, you ave de bonte

to retire to vour cabane—I go dress myself, and

give de audience. [Exit Champignon.

SCENE VH.—Harriet, Brush.

Har. O Brush ! Brush ! how my little heart pal-

pitates with fear and supense ! What does the

arrival of this boat portend?

Brush. Our deliverance from the hands of the

Philistines, I hope. It could not arrive at a more

seasonable juncture ; for my spirits are quite flagged

—not that I am so much concerned on my own

account, ma'am—but I can't be insensible to your

danger, ma'am. I should be an ungrateful wretch,

if I^did not feel for one that is so dear to Mr.

Heartly, ma'am.
Har. Reallv, Mr. Brush, you seem to have im-

proved mightily in politeness, since you lived among

these French gentlemen.

Brush. Lived, Ma'am—I have been dying hourly

since I came abroad; and that politeness which

you are pleased to mention, Ma'am, is nothing but

sneaking fear and hen-heartedness, which I believe,

God forgive me, is the true source of all French

politeness ; a kind of poverty of spirit, or want of

sincerity. I should be very proud to be drubbed

in England for my insolence and ill-breeding.

Har. Well, I hope you'll soon be drubbed to

your heart's content. When we revisit our own

country, vou shall have all my interest towards the

accomplishment of your wish. Meanwhile, do me

the favour to make further inquiry about this same

flag of truce, and bring an account of what shall

pass, to my cabin, where I shall wait for you with

the utmost impatience. [Exeunt.

SCENE VHI.

—

Block, and another Seaman.

Block. Smite my limbs, Sam, if the lieftepaut do

clap her aboard, here is no plunder ;
nothing but

rags and vermin, as the saying is. We shall share

nothing but the guns and the head-money, if you

call those heads that have no bodies belonging to

'ujn.—Mind that there scarecrow— see how his

cloth hangs in the wind—Adzooks ! the fellow has

got no stowage ; he's all upper-work and head-sail.

I'll be d—ned if the first hard squall don't blow

him into the air like the peeling of an onion.

To him, Brush.

Heh?—how!—no sure!—Yes faith but it is

—

Odso ! cousin Block, who thought to meet with

you among the French ?

Block. AVbat cheer, ho ? How does mother Mar-

gery? Meet me among the French ! Agad! Td
never desire better pastime, than to be among 'em

with a good cutlash in my hand, and a brace of

pistols in my girdle. Why, look you, brother,

hearing as how you and your mistress were wind-

bound, we are come along-side to tow you into the

offing-
. -„

Brush. The Lord reward you, cousin. But what

if this d—ned Frenchman should refuse to part

with us ? ...
Block. Whv then Lieftenant Lyon is a cruising

to windward of that there head-land 5 he'll be along-

side in half a glass, full under your stern, clap his

helm a starboard, rake you fore and aft, and send

the Frenchman and every soul on board to the

devil, in the turning of an handspike.

Brush. The devil he will! But, cousin, what

must become of me, then?

Block. Thereafter as it may be—You must take

vour hap, I do suppose. We sailors never mind

those things. Every shot has its commission, d'ye

see-we must all die one time, as the saying is—if

you go down now, it may save your going aloft

another time, brother.

Brush. O ! curse your comfort

Block. Hark ye, brother, this is a cold morning

—have you picked up never a runlet along shore—

What d'ye say to a slug ?

Brush. Slug !—O, I understand you.

[Fetchesa kegofbrandy,whichBlock sets tolas head.

Block. Right Nantz, strike my topsails !—Odds

heart ! this is the only thing in France that agrees

with an Englishman's constitution. Let us drink

out their brandy, and then knock out their brains.

This is the way to demolish the spirit of the French.

An Englishman will fight at a minute's warning,

brother"; but a Frenchman's heart must be buoyed

up with brandy. No more keg, no more courage.

Brush. T'other pulL cousin.

Block. Avast, avast—no more canvass than we

can carry—we know the trim of our own vessel.

Smite my cross-trees ! we begin to yaw already—

Hiccup.
Brush. Odso! our commander is coming upon

deck to give audience to your midshipman.

Block. Steady. [Exeunt,

SCENE IX.

Champignon, Oclabber, Maceaymore, Brush,

Tom Haueyard, an English Midshipman.

Champ. Eh bien, Monsieur, qui souhaite-il ?

Haul. Anan, Monseer sweat ye '.—Agad ! I be-

lieve, if we come along side of you, we'll make you

all sweat.

Macl. That's mair than ye can tell, my lad. I e

may gar me sweat with fetching : but it s no in

vour breeks to gar me sweat with fear.
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Oct. You may sweat me after I'm dead, honey
;

but, by the blessed virgin ! you shall not sweat me
alive ; and so you may be after delivering your
message, gra.

Haul. If it wa'n't for such as you that show your
own country the fore top-sail, wold our enemy's
cable, and man their quarters, they would never
ride out the gale, or dare to show their colours at

sea ; but, howsomever, we'll leave that bowling i'

the block, as the saying is. If so be as how that

there Frenchman is commander of this here vessel,

I have orders from my officer to demand an English
young woman, with all her baggage and thingum-
bobs, that he took yesterday out of a pleasure-boat,

belonging to one Mr. Heartly, of Dorsetshire, who
slipped the painter this morning.

Champ. Hardy ! de commission be very peremp-
toire!— ecoute mon ami, vat you call monsieur
your commandant?

Haul. I don't take in your palaver, not I ; and
mayhap you don't know my lingo

;
but, egad ! we'll

soon make you understand plain English.
Ocl. Honsieur Champignon wants to know who

is your commanding officer, honey.
Haul. Who should it be, but Lieftenant Lyon,

of the Triton man-of-war, of sixty guns ! as bold i

a heart as every crack'd biscuit. i

Champ. Bon !—suppose dat I refuse de command
of Monsieur Lionne ?

Haul. Suppose !— if you do, he'll run you along
;

side, yard-arm and yard-arm, and blow you out of 1

the water ; that's all.

Champ. By gar ! he vil find himself mistaken
;

here is not vater for one sixty-gun ship [aside.]

Heark you me, monsieur, vat is your name— tell

Monsieur Lionne, dat I am called Michel Sanson
Goluat de Champignon, Marquis de Vermisseau

;

dat I ave de honeur to serve de king ; dat fear be
one bagatelle of which I ave de mepris ; dat I re-

gard you ambassade as de galimatias ; dat my cou-
rage suffice to attack one whole Englis escadre

;

and dat if Monsieur Lionne be disposed to rendre
moi un visite, I shall ave de glorie to chastise his

presomption ; so I permitte you go your way.
Mad. DLssentio.—Bide you, Billy—there's nae

clerk here, I trow. Weel, Lieutenant Oclabber, I
tak instruments in your haund against the proceed-
ings of Captain Champignon, wha has incarcerate

I

the English leddy, contrair to the law of nature
and nations. Now, cocky, ye may gang about your
business ; when ye come back, I'se tauk with you
in another style.

Ocl. For my own part, honey, I shall be after

showing you some diversion in the way of my duty

;

but I take you to witness that I have no hand in

detaining the lady, wo is plaised to favour us with
her company against her own consent, gra.

Haul. Hayhap you may trust to your shoal-
water— if you do, you're taken all aback, brother;
for Lieftenant Lyon commands a tender of twelve
guns, and fifty stout hands, that draws less than
this here frigate by the streak—and—heh !—agad!
yonder she comes round the point, with a flowing
sail. B'w'ye, Honseer Champignon ! all hands to

quarters
; up with your white rag ; I doubt, my

officer and I will taste some of your soup-meagre
by that time you pipe to dinner. [Exit

SCENE X.
Champignon, Oclabber, Haclaymore, Brush.
Champ. Mort de ma vie ! je ne vous attendois

par sitot, a quelle cote faut-il que je me tourne ?

sacrebleu ! [Aside.

Messieurs, I demand your counseil
; you protest

against my conduite ; if you tink me ave done de
injustice, you will find me tout a fait raisonable

;

we render mademoiselle to de Englis ; for I judge
it bien mal-a-propos to engage de enemi, vere de
spirit of contradiction reign among ourselves.

Ocl. Faith and troth ! my dear, the contradiction

is all over
; you have nothing to do but to station

your men ; and as for Mr. Maclaymore and my
own shelf, the English cannon may make our legs

and arms play at loggerhead in the air, honey, but
we'll stand by you for the glory of France, in spite

of the devil and. all his works, gra.

Macl. Never fash your noddle about me ; con-
science ! I'se no be the first to cry barley.

Ocl. Ensign Maclaymore, I order you to go and
take possession of the forecastle with your division,

honey. I wish they may stand fire till you're all

knock'd o' the head, gra ; but I'm afraid they're no
better than dunghills ; for they were raised from
the canaille of Paris. And now I'll go and put the
young lady below water, where she may laugh in

her own sleeve, gra ; for if the ship should be blown
up in the engagement, she is no more than a pas-
senger, you know ; and then she'll be released with-
jut ransom.
Brush. God bless you, Captain Oclabber, for

your generosity to my poor lady. I was ordered
by my master to give her close attendance ; and
though I have a great curiosity to see the battle,

tliss Harriet must by no means be left alone.

[Exeunt Oclabber, Maclaymore, and Brush.

SCENE XI.

Champ. Ventre saingris ! que ferai-je ! Je me
sens tout embrouille—ces autre Anglois sont si pre-
eipites ! que diable les etouffe. Allons ! Aux armes

!

matelots—mes enfans ! chardon—chison—ortie

—

cumiere—l'hibou—la faim—allons—vite, vite—aux
armes ! [A crew of tatterdemallions running up

and down the deck in confusion—the noise of
cannon and musketry.

A mon bon Dieu ! ayez pitie de moi encore

—

qu'on m'apporte de l'eau de vie. Ah miserable
pecheur!—je suis mort!—je suis enterre!-ah!
voila assez mes enfans—cessez—desistez—il faut
miener— Monsieur O-claw-bear— Lieutenant 0-
?law-bear

!

scene xn.
Ocl. Holloa ! [Behind the scenes.
Champ. Laissez—laissez— leave off your fire

—

le ennemi be too strong—we ave abaissee le drapeau
—I command you leave off.

Ocl. Leave off !—arrah, for what ?

Champ. De ennemi vil accord no quartier.
Ocl. Devil burn your quarter !—what signifies

quarter when we're all kill'd? The men are lying
along the deck like so many paise ; and there is

such an abominable stench, gra—by my shoul ! I
oelieve they were all rotten before they died.

[Coming upon the stage.} Arrah, mon deaul! I
believe the English have made a compact with the
devil, to do such execution ; for my ensign has lost
all his men, too, but the piper, and they two have
cleared the forecastle, sword in hand.

Brush, [in great trepidation.'] OLord! Mr. Oclab-
ber, your ensign is playing the devil—hacking and
aewing about him like a fury ; for the love of God
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interpose ; my master is come aboard, and if they

sliould meet, there will be murder !

Ocl. By my shoul ! I know he has a regard for

Mr. Heartly, and if he kills him, it will be in the

way offriendship, honey ; howsomever, if there's any

mischief done, I'll go and prevent it. [ExitOclabber.

SCEXE XTII.—Champignon, Lieutenant Lyon,

Heartly, Haulyard, Brush, Block, and

English sailors.

Champ, [throwing himself on his knees and pre-

senting his sword.'] Ah! misericorde, Monsieur

Artlie, quartier—quartier, pour l'amour de Dieu

!

Heartly. I have no time to mind such trifles

—

where is my Harriet

!

Brush. I'll show you the way to the poor solitary

pigeon—master, this is a happy day '.

[Exeunt Heartly and Brush.

SCENE XIV.—Oclabber, Maclaymore, Lieu-

tenant Lyon, Haclyard, Champignon, &c.

Ocl. [delivering his sword.] Gentlemen, yours is

the fortune of the day. You ought to be kind to

us, for we have given you very little trouble. Our
commander there is a very shivil person, gra ; he

don't turst after the blood of his enemy. As for

the soldiers, I shall say nothing; but upon my
shoul ! now they're the nimblest dead men I ever

saw in the days of my life ! about two minutes

agone they were lying like so many slaughtered

sheep, and now they are all scampered off about

their business.

Mad. As I sail answer, its a black burning

shame ! and I hope the king will order them to be

decimated, that is, every tenth man to be hanged in

terrorem.

Ocl. By my shalvation! if the king will take

my advice, every single man of them shall be

decimated.

SCEXE THE LAST.

—

To them Heartly, leading

in Harriet.

Heartly. [embracing Ocl. and Macl.~] Gentlemen,

I'm heartily glad of having an opportunity to re-

turn, in some measure, the civilities you have

shown to this young lady. Mr. Lyon, I beg you'll

order their swords to be restored ; they were in no

shape accessor}
-
to our grievances.

Ocl. [receiving his sword.] Mr. Lyon, you're ex-

tremely polite ; and I hope I shall never die till I

have an opportunity to return the compliment.

Madam, I wish you joy of our misfortune, with all

my shouL
Lyon. I a'n't used to make speeches, madam, but

I'm very glad it was in my power to serve such a

fine lady, especially as niy'old schoolfellow Heartly

is so much concerned in your deliverance. As for

this fair-weather spark, Monsieur de Champignon,

if he can't show a commission authorizing him to

make depredations on the English, I shall order

him to be hoisted up to the yard's arm by the neck,

as a pirate ; but if he can produce his orders, he

shall be treated as a prisoner of war, though not

before he has restored what he pilfered from you

and Mr. Heartly.

Har. At that rate, Pm afraid I shall lose an

admirer. You see, Monsieur de Champignon, the

old proverb fulfilled ;
" Hanging and marriage go

oy destiny ;" yet, I should be very sorry to occasion

even the death of a sinner.

Champ. Madame, I implore your pitie and cle-

mence ; Monsieur Artlie, I am one pauvre miser-

able, not worth your revanche.

[Enter Block, drunk, with a portmanteau on his

shoulder.

Block. Thus and no near—bear a hand, my
hearts

—

[Lays it down, opens it, takes out and puts on a
tawdry suit of Champignon's clothes.

By your leave, Tinsey—odds heart ! these braces

are so tort, I must keep my yards square, as the

saying is.

Lyon. Ahey ! what the devil have we got here ?

how now, Block ?

Block. All's fair plunder between decks—we
ha'n't broke bulk, I'll assure you—stand clear—I'll

soon overhaul the rest of the cargo.

[Pulls out a long leather queue with red ribbons.

What's here? the tiller of a monkey !—sT>lood, the

fellow has no more brains than a noddy, to leave

the red ropes hanging over his stern, whereby the

enemy may board him on the poop.

[The next thing that appears, is a very coarse

canvass shirt, with very fine laced ruffles.

This here is the right trim of a Frenchman—all

gingerbread work, flourish and compliment aloft,

and all rags and rottenness alow.

[Draics out a plume offeathers.
Adzooks ! this is Mounseer's vane, that, like his

fancy, veers with every puff to all the points of the

compass—hark'ye, Sam—the nob must needs be

damnably light that's rigged with such a deal of

feather.
" The French are so well fledged, no won-

der they are so ready to fly.

[Finds a pocket glass, a paper of rouge and
Spanish wool, with which he daubs hisface.

Swing the swivel-eyed son of a whore ! he fights

under false colours, "like a pirate—here's a lubberly

dog ; he dares not show his own face to the weather.

Champ. Ah! Monsieur de Belokke, ave com-

passion

—

Block. Don't be afraid, Frenchman—you see I

have hoisted your jacket, thof I struck your ensign

—we Englishmen never cut throats in cold blood.

The best way of beating the French is to spare all

their Shampinions—odd's heart ! I would all their

commanders were of your trim, brother ; we'd soon

have the French navy at Spithead.

Lyon. But, in the mean time, I shall have you to

the eanawav, vou drunken swab.

Block. Swab ! I did swab the forecastle clear of

the enemy, that I must confess.

Lyon. Js one of your jaw, you lubber.

Block. Lubber !—man and boy, twenty years in

the service—lubber !—Ben Block was the man that

taught thee, Tom Lyon, to hand, reef, and steer

—

so much for the service of Old England : but, go

thv ways, Ben, thy timbers are crazy, thy planks

are started, and thy bottom is fonL I have seen

the day when thou wouldst have shown thy colours

with the best o'un.

Lyon. Peace, porpns.

Block. I am a porpus; for I spout salt water,

d'ye see. I'll be d—ned if grief and sorrow ha'n't

set mv eve-pumps a-going.

Har. Come, Mr. Block, I must make you friends

with Lieutenant Lyon. As he has been vour pupil,

he must be an able" navigator ; and this is no time

for our able seamen to fall out among themselves.

Block. Why, look ye here, mistress, I must

confess, how, he's as brisk a seaman as ever greased

a marhnspike—I'll turn'un adrift with e'er a he

that reefed a foresail—A will fetch up his leeway

with a wet saiL as the saying is—and as for my
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own part, d'ye see, I have stood by him with my
blood—and my heart— and my liver, in all

weathers—blow high—blow low.
Har. Well, I hope you'll live to see and sail with

him as an admiral.

Block. I doubt a must be hove down first, keel
out of the water, mistress, and be well scrubbed,
d'ye see, then a may to sea when a wool, and hoist

the Union flag.—Stand clear John Frenchman

—

" The Royal Sovereign of England will ride

triumphant over the waves," as the song goes.

Lyon. And now for you, Monsieur Champignon.
Champ. Monsieur Lionne, I ave not altogether

contradicted, but, perhaps, a little exceed my
orders, which were to take one English chaloupe
for intelligence.

Hearth/. Well, I'm persuaded Mr. Lyon will not
be very severe in his scrutiny

;
and, to show that

we Englishmen can forgive injuries, and fight
without malice, give me your hand—I can't part
with my mistress ; but in other respects I am
Monsieur de Champignon's humble servant.

Lyon. I was once taken by the French, who used
me nobly. I'm a witness of their valour, and an
instance of their politeness ; but there are Cham-
pignons in every service. While France uses us
like friends, we will return her civilities. When
she breaks her treaties, and grows insolent, we will
drub her over to her good behaviour—Jack
Haul yard, you have got a song to the purpose, that
won't, I believe, be disagreeable to the company.

SONG.
Behold ! my brave Britons, the fair springing gale,

Fill a bumper and toss off your glasses :

Buss and part with your frolicsome lasses
;

Then aboard and unfurl the wide flowing sail.

Chorus.
While British oak beneath us rolls,

And English courage (ires our souls;
To crown our toils, the fates decree
The wealth and empire of the sea.

Our canvass and cares to the winds we display,
Life and fortune we cheerfully venture;
And we laugh, and we quaff, and we banter;

Nor think of to-morrow while sure of to-day.

Chorus.
While British oak, &c.

The streamers of France at a distance appear!
We must mind other music than catches

;

Man our quarters, and handle our matches
Our cannon produce, and for battle prepare.

Chorus.
While British oak, Sic.

Engender'd in smoke and deliver'd in flame,
British vengeance rolls loud as the thunder I

Let the vault of the sky burst asunder,
So victory follows with riches and fame.

Chorus.
While British oak beneath us rolls,

And English courage fires our souls
;

To crown our toils, the fates decree
The wealth and empire of the sea.

EPILOGUE.
Aye—now I can with pleasure look around,
Safe as I am, thank Heaven, on English ground

—

In a dark dungeon to be stow'd away,
Midst roaring, thund'ring, danger and dismay;
Expos'd to tire and water, sword, and bullet-
Might damp the heart of any virgin pullet

—

1 dread to think what might have come to pass,
Had not the British Lyon quell'd the Gallic ass

—

By Champignon a wretched victim led
To cloister'd cell, or more detested bed,
My days in pray'r and fasting I had spent

:

As nun or wife, alike a penitent.
His gallantry, so confident and eager,
Had prov'd a mess of delicate soup—maigre;
To bootless longings I had fall'n a martyr :

But, heav'n be prais'd, the Frenchman caught a tartar.
Yet soft—our author's fate you must decree :

Shall he come safe to port, or sink at sea ?

Your sentence, sweet or bitter, soft or sore,
Floats his frail bark, or runs it bump ashore.
Ye wits above restrain your awful thunder :

In his first cruise, 'twere pity he should founder, [To the gal.
Safe from your shot he fears no other foe.

Nor gulf, but that which horrid yawns below. [To the pit.
The bravest chiefs, ev'n Hannibal and Cato,
Have here been tam'd with—pippin and potatoe.
Our bard embarks in a more christian cause;
He craves not mercy; but he claims applause.
His pen against the hostile French is drawn,
Who damns him, is no Antigallican.
Indulg'd with fav'ring gales and smiling skies,
Hereafter he may board a richer prize. [house.
But if this welkin angry clouds deform, [Looking round the
And hollow groans portend th' approaching storm :

Should the descending show'rs of hail redouble, [To the gal.
And these rough billows hiss, and boil, and bubble,
He'll launch no more on such fell seas of trouble. [To the pit.

POEMS.

ADVICE, AND REPROOF.
TWO SATIRES.

First Published in the Year 1746 and 17-17.

Sed podice levi,

Caeduntur tumida? medico ridente Mariscae.
O Proceres ! censore opus est an haruspice nobis ?

Juvenal.
nam quis

Peccandi finem posuit sibi? quando recepit
Ejectum semel attrita de fronte ruborem? Ibid.

ADVICE: A SATIRE.
Poet, Friend.

Poet. Enough, enough; all this we knew before;
'Tis infamous,T grant it, to be poor:
And who so much to sense and glory lost,

Will hug the curse that not one joy can boast

!

From the pale hag, 0 ! could I once break loose

;

Divorc'd, all hell should not re-tie the noose

!

Not with more care shall H avoid his wife,
Not Cope fly swifter, lashing for his life

;

Than I to leave the meagre fiend behind.
Friend. Exert your talents; nature, ever kind, 10

Enough for happiness bestows on all

;

'Tis sloth or pride that finds her gifts too small

—

Why sleeps the muse? Is there no room for
When such bright constellations blaze ? [praise,
When sage Newcastle, abstinently great,
Neglects his food to cater for the state

;

Ver. 8. A general famous for an expeditious retreat, though
not quite so deliberate as that of the ten thousand Greeks
from Persia; having unfortunately forgot to bring his army
along with him.

Ver. 15. Alluding to the philosophical contempt which this
great personage manifested for the sensual delights of the
stomach.
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And Grafton, tow'ring Atlas of the throne,

So well rewards a genius like his own;
Granville and Bath illustrious, need I name
For sober dignity and spotless fame ; 20

Or Pitt th' unshaken Abdiel yet unsung

:

Thy candour, Chomdly ! and thy truth, O Younge!

Poet. Th' advice is good; the question only, whe-

These names and virtues ever dwelt together? [ther

But what of that ? the more the bard shall claim,

Who can create as well as cherish fame.

But one thing more,—how loud must I repeat,

To rouse th' engag'd attention of the great

;

Amus'd, perhaps, with C 's prolific bum,
(Ir rapt amidst the transports of a drum ; 30

While the grim porter watches ev'ry door,

Stern foe to tradesmen, poets, and the poor.

Th' Hesperian dragon not more fierce and fell

;

Nor the gaunt growling janitor of hell.

Ev'n Atticus (so wills the voice of fate),

Enshrines in clouded majesty his state;

Nor to th' adoring crowd vouchsafes regard,

Though priests adore, and ev'ry priest a bard.

Shall I then follow with the venial tribe,

And on the threshold the base mongrel bribe ? 40

Bribe him, to feast my mute imploring eye,

With some proud lord, who smiles a gracious lie ?

A lie to captivate my heedless youth,

Degrade my talents, and debauch my truth ;

While fool'd with hope, revolves my joyless day,

And friends, and fame, and fortune fleet away

;

Till scandal, indigence, and scorn, my lot,

The dreary jail entombs me, where I rot

!

Is there, ye varnish'd ruffians of the state !

Not one, among the millions whom ye cheat, 50

Who, while he totters on the brink of woe,

Dares, ere he falls, attempt th' avenging blow !

A steady blow ! his languid soul to feast

;

And rid his country of one curse at least ?

Friend. What ! turn assassin ?

poe t. Let th' assassin bleed ;

My fearless verse shall justify the deed.

'Tis he, who lures th' unpractised mind astray,

Then leaves the wretch to misery a prey ;

Perverts the race of virtue just begun,

And stabs the public in her ruin'd son. 60

Friend. Heav'ns ! how you rail ! the man's con-

sum'd by spite !

If Lockman's fate attends you, when you write ;

Let prudence more propitious arts inspire

:

Ver. 17. This noble peer, remarkable for sublimity of parts,

by virtue of his office, Lord Chamberlain, conferred the

laureat on Colley Cibber, Esq., a delectable bard, whose

character has already employed, together with his own, the

greatest pens of the age.

Ver. 19. Two noblemen, famous in their day for nothing

more than their fortitude in bearing the scorn and reproach

of their country.
Ver. 21. Abdiel, according to Milton, was the only seraph

that preserved his integrity in the midst of corruption :

—

Among th' innumerable false, unmov'd,

Unshaken, unseduc'd, unterrified.

Ver 29. This alludes to a phenomenon, not more strange

than true. The person here meant, having actually laid

upwards of forty eggs, as several physicians and fellows of

the Royal Society can attest; one of whom, we bear, has

undertaken the incubation, and will, no doubt, favour the

world with an account of his success. Some virtuosi affirm,

that such productions must be the effect of a certain inter-

course of organs not fit to be named.
Ver. 30. This is a riotous assembly of fashionable people, of

both sexes, at a private house, consisting of some hundreds;

not unaptly styled a drum, from the noise and emptiness

:f the entertainment. There are also drum-major, rout,

tempest, and hurricane, differing only in degrees of multitude
cnd uproar, as the significant name of each declares.

Ver. 62. To be little read, and less approved.

The lower still you crawl, you'll climb the higher
Go then, with ev'ry supple virtue stor'd,

And thrive, the favour'd valet of my lord.

Is that denied ? a boon more humble crave ;

And minister to him who serves a slave.

Be sure you fasten on promotion's scale ;

Ev'n if you seize some footman by the tail. 70
Th' ascent is easy, and the prospect clear.

From the smirch'd scullion to th' embroider'd peer

Th' ambitious drudge preferr'd, postillion rides,

Advanc'd again, the chair benighted guides

;

Here doorn'd, if nature strung his sinewy frame,

The slave, perhaps, of some insatiate dame ;

But if exempted from th' Herculean toil,

A fairer field awaits him, rich with spoil

;

There shall he shine, with mingling honours bright.

His master's pathic, pimp, and parasite ; 80
Then strut a captain, if his wish be war,

And grasp, in hope, a truncheon and a star

;

Or if the sweets of peace his soul allure,

Bask at his ease in some warm sinecure

;

His fate in consul, clerk, or agent, vary,

Or cross the seas, an envoy's secretary.

Compos'd of falsehood, ignorance, and prid",

A prostrate sycophant shall rise a L—d.

And won from kennels to th' impure embrace,

Accomplish'd Warren triumph o'er disgrace. 90

Poet. Eternal infamy his name surround,

Who planted first that vice on British ground

!

A vice that, spite of sense and nature reigns,

And poisons genial love, and manhood stains !

Pollio ! the pride of science and its shame,
The muse weeps o'er thee, while she brands thy name

!

Abhorrent views that prostituted groom,
Th' indecent grotto and polluted doom !

There only may the spurious passion glow,

Where not one laurel decks the caitiff's brow, 100

Obscene with crimes avow'd, of every dye,

Corruption, lust, oppression, perjury

;

Let Chardin with a chaplet round his head,

The taste of Maro and Anacreon plead,

" Sir, Flaccus knew to live as well as write,

And kept, like me, two boys array'd in white."

Worthy to feel that appetence of fame
Which rivals Horace only in his shame

!

Let Isis wail in murmurs, as she runs,

Her tempting fathers, and her yielding sons ; 1 10

While dulness screens the failings of the church,

Nor leaves one sliding rabbi in the lurch.

Far other raptures let the breast contain,

Where heav'n-born taste and emulation reign.

Friend. Shall not a thousand virtues, then, atone

In thy strict censure for the breach of one ?

Ver. S8. This chi!'" of dirt (to use a great author's ex-

pression), without any other quality than grovelling adula-

tion, has arrived at the power of insulting his betters every

day-
Ver. 90 Another son of fortune, who owes his present

affluence to the most infamous qualifications ;
commonly

called Brush Warren, from having been a shoe-black. It is

said he was kept by both sexes at one time.

Ver. 103. This genial knight wore at his own banquet a

garland of flowers, in imitation of the ancients; and kept

two rosy boys robed in white for the entertainment of his

g"ests.
Ver. 109. In allusion to the unnatural orgies said to be

solemnized on the banks of this river; particularly at one

place, where a much greater sanctity of morals and taste

might be expected.

Ver. 111. This is a decent and parental office, in which

dulness is employed; namely, to conceal the fadings of her

children; and exactly conformable to that instance of filial

piety which we meet with in the son of Noah, who went

backward to cover the nakedness of his father, when he lay

exposed, from the scoffs and insults of a malicious world.
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If Bubo keeps a catamite or -whore,
His bounty feeds the beggar at his door.
And though no mortal credits Curio's word,
A score of lackeys fatten at his board. 120
To christian meekness sacrifice thy spleen,
And strive thy neighbour's weaknesses to screen.

Poet. Scorn'd be the bard, and wither !

d all his fame
Who wounds a brother weeping o'er his shame !

But if an impious wretch, with frantic pride,
Throws honour, truth, and decency aside

;

If nor by reason aw'd, nor check'd by fears,
He counts his glories from the stains he bears

;

Th' indignant muse to virtue's aid shall rise,

And fix the brand of infamy on vice. 130
What if, arous'd at his imperious call,

An hundred footsteps echo through his hall

;

And on high columns rear'd his lofty dome
Proclaims th' united art of Greece and Borne

:

What though whole hecatombs his crew regale,
And each dependent slumbers o'er his ale

;

While the remains, through mouths unnumber'd past,
Indulge the beggar and the dogs at last

:

Say, friend, is it benevolence of souk
Or pompous vanity, that prompts the whole ? 140
These sons of sloth, who by profusion thrive,
His pride inveigled from the public hive

;

And numbers pine in solitary woe,
Who furnish'd out this phantasy of show.
When silent misery assail'd his eyes,
Did e'er his throbbing bosom sympathize ?

Or his extensive charity pervade
To those who languish in the barren shade,
Where oft by want and modesty suppress'd,
The bootless talent warms the lonely breast? 150
No ! petrify'd by dulness and disdain,
Beyond the feeling of another's pain,
The tear of pity ne'er bedew'd his eye,
Nor his lewd bosom felt the social sigh !

Friend. Alike to thee his virtue or his vice,
If his hand lib'ral owns thy merit's price.

Poet. Sooner in hopeless anguish would I mourn,
Than owe my fortune to the man I scorn !

—

What new resource?
Friend. A thousand yet remain,

That bloom with honours, or thatteemwith gain : 160
These arts,—are they beneath—beyond thy care?
Devote thy studies to th' auspicious fair.

Of truth divested, let thy tongue supply
The hinted slander, and the whisper'd he ;

All merit mock, all qualities depress,
Save those that grace th' excelling patroness ;

Trophies to her, on others' follies raise,

And heard with joy, by defamation praise.

To this collect each faculty of face,

And ev'ry feat perform of sly grimace ; 170
Let the grave sneer sarcastic speak thee shrewd,
The smutty joke ridiculously lewd

;

And the loud laugh through all its changes rung,
Applaud th' abortive sallies of her tongue.
Enroll'd a member in the sacred list,

Soon shalt thou sharp in company at whist •,

Her midnight rites and revels regulate,
Priest of her love, and demon of her hate.

Poet. But say, what recompense for all this waste
)f honour, truth, attention, time, and taste? 180

Ver. 177. These are mysteries performed, like those of the
|>ea Bona, by females only; consequently it cannot be

pected that we should here explain them. We have,
otwithstanding, found means to learn some anecdotes con-
erning them, which we shall reserve for another oppor-
unity.

To shine confess'd her zany and her tool,

And fall by what I rose, low ridicule ?

Again shall Handel raise her laurel'd brow,
Again shall harmony with rapture glow !

The spells dissolve, the combination breaks,
And Punch no longer Frasi's rival squeaks.
Lo, Russell falls a sacrifice to whim,
And starts amaz'd in Newgate from his dream :

With trembling hands implores their promis'd aid

;

And sees their favour like a vision fade ! 190
Is this, ye faithless syrens !—this the joy,
To which your smiles th' unwary wretch decoy ?

Naked and shackled, on the pavement prone,
His mangled flesh devouring from the bone ;

Bage in his heart, distraction in his eye

!

Behold, inhuman hags ! your minion lie !

Behold his gay career to ruin run,
By you seduc'd, abandon'd and undone !

Rather in garret pent, secure from harm,
My muse with murders shall the town alarm ; 200
Or plunge in politics with patriot zeal,

And snarl like Guthrie for the public weal,
Than crawl an insect in a beldame's power,
And dread the crush of caprice ev'ry hour !

Friend. 'Tis well ;—enjoy that petulance of style,

And, like the envious adder, lick the file

:

What though success will not attend on all

!

Who bravely dares, must sometimes risk a fall.

Behold the bounteous board of fortune spread ;

Each weakness, vice, and folly yields thee bread ; 2 1

0

Wouldst thou with prudent condescension strive
On the long-settled terms of life to thrive.

Poet. What ! join the crew that pilfer one another,
Betray my friend, and persecute my brother :

Turn usurer o'er cent, per cent, to brood,
Or quack, to feed like fleas on human blood ?

Friend. Or if thy soul can brook the gilded curse,
Some changeling heiress steal

—

Poet. Why not a purse ?

Two things I dread,my conscience and the law. 220
Frieyid. How ? dread a mumbling bear without a

Nor this, nor that, is standard right or wrong, [claw?
Till minted by the mercenary tongue

;

And what is conscience but a fiend of strife,

That chills the joys, and damps the scenes of life?

The wayward child of vanity and fear,

The peevish dam of poverty and care

;

Unnumber'd woes engender in the breast
That entertains the rude, ungrateful guest. 230

Poet. Hail, sacred pow'r ! my glory and my
Fair source ofmental peace, whate'er betide

; [guide

!

Safe in thy shelter, let disaster roll

Eternal hurricanes around my soul

:

Ver. 187. A famous mimic and singer. The person here
meant, by the qualifications above described, had insinuated
himself into the confidence of certain ladies of quality, who
engaged him to set up a puppet show, in opposition to the
oratorios of Hansel, against whom they were unreasonably
prejudiced. But the town not seconding the capricious under-
taking, they deserted their manager, whom they had promised
to support, and let him sink under the expense they had
entailed upon him. He was accordingly thrown into prison,
where his disappointment got the better of his reason, and
he remained in all t!:=: ecstasy of despair; till at last his
generous patronesses, after much solicitation, were prevailed
upon to collect five pounds, on the payment of which he was
admitted into Bedlam, where he continued bereft of his
understanding, and died in the utmost misery.

Ver. 199. These are the dreams and fictions of Grub-street,
with which the good people of this metropolis are daily
alarmed and entertained.

Ver. 206. This alludes to the fable of the viper and file,

applicable to all the unsuccessful efforts of malice and
envy.
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My soul serene amidst the storm shall reign,

And smile to see their fury burst in vain !

Friend. Too coy to flatter, aud too proud to serve,

Thine be the joyless dignity to starve.

Poet. No j—thanks to discord, war shall be my
And moral rage heroic courage lend [friend ;

To pierce the gleaming squadron of the foe, 240

And -win renown by some distinguished blow.

Friend. Renown ! ay, do—unkennel the whole

Of military cowards on thy back. [pack

What difference, say, 'twixt him who bravely stood,

And him who sought the bosom of the wood ?

Envenom'd calumny the first shall brand,

The last enjoy a ribbon and command.

Poet. If such be life, its wretches I deplore,

And long to quit th' inhospitable shore.

REPROOF : A SATIRE.
Poet, Friend.

Poet. Howe'er I turn, or wheresoe'er I tread,

This giddy world still rattles round my head !

I pant for silence ev'n in this retreat

—

Good Heav'n ! what demon thunders at the gate ?

Friend. In vain you strive in this sequester'd

Toshroudyou fromaninjur'dfriend'srebuke. [nook,

Poet. An injur'd friend! who challenges the

If you, what title justifies the claim ? [name ?

Did e'er your heart o'er my affliction grieve,

Your int'rest prop me, or your praise relieve ? 10

Or could my wants my soul so far subdue,

That in distress she crawl'd for aid to you ?

But let us grant th' indulgence e'er so strong

;

Display without reserve th' imagin'd wrong :

Among your kindred have I kindled strife,

Deflower'd your daughter, or debauch'd your wife

;

Traduc'd your credit, bubbled you at game ;

Or soil'd with infamous reproach your name?

Friend. No : but your cynic vanity, you'll own,

Expos'd my private counsel to the town. 20

Poet. Such fair advice 'twere pity sure to lose

;

I grant I printed it for public use.

Friend. Yes, season'd with your own remarks be-

Inflam'd with so much virulence of spleen, [tween,

That the mild town (to give the dev'l his due)

Ascrib'd the whole performance to a Jew. [mouth,

Poet. Jews, Turks, or Pagans, hallowed be the

That teems with moral zeal and dauntless truth

!

Prove that my partial strain adopts one lie,

No penitent more mortified than I ;
30

Not ev'n the wretch in shackles doom'd to groan

Beneath the inhuman scoffs of Williamson.

Friend. Hold—let us see this boasted self-denial—

The vanquish'd knight has triumph'd in his trial.

Poet. What then ?

Friend. Your own sarcastic verse unsay,

That brands him as a trembling runaway.

Poet. With all my soul !—th'imputed charge re-

ni own my error and expunge my verse, [hearse

:

Come, come,—howe'er the day was lost or won,

The world allows the race was fairly run. 40

But lest the truth too naked should appear,

A robe of sable shall the goddess wear ;

When sheep were subject to the lion's reign,

Ere man acquir'd dominion o'er the plain,

Ver. 237. This, surely, occasioned Churchill's

" Too proud to flatter, too sincere to lie."

Ver. 248, 249. This last line relates to the behaviour of a

general on a certain occasion, who discovered an extreme

passion for the cool shade during the heat of the day : the

Hanoverian general in the battle of Dettingen.

Ver. 32. Governor of the Tower. Ver. 34. Sir John Cope.

|
Voracious wolves, fierce rushing from the rocks,

Devour'd without control th' unguarded flocks :

The suff'rers crowding round the royal cave,

Their monarch's pity and protection crave

:

Not that they wanted valour, force, or arms,

To shield their lambs from dangers and alarms ; 50

A thousand rams, the champions of the fold,

In strength of horn and patriot virtue bold,

Engag'd in firm association stood,

Their lives devoted to the public good

:

A warlike chieftain was their sole request,

To marshal, guide, instruct, and rule the rest

:

Their prayer was heard, and by consent of all,

A courtier ape appointed general.

He went, he led, arrang'd the battle stood,

The savage foe came pouring like a flood, 60

Then Pug aghast fled swifter than the wind,

Nor deign'd in three score miles to look behind

;

While ev'ry band for orders bleat in vain,

And fall in slaughter'd heaps upon the plain :

The scar'd baboon, to cut the matter short,

With all his speed could not outrun report

;

And, to appease the clamours of the nation,

'Twas fit his case should stand examination.

The board was nam'd—each worthy took his place ;

All senior members of the horned race,— 70

The wedder, goat, ram, elk, and ox were there,

And a grave hoary stag possess'd the chair.

—

Th' inquiry past, each in his turn began,

The culprit's conduct variously to scan.

At length the sage uprear'd his awful crest,

And pausing thus his fellow chiefs address'd :

—

If age, that from this head its honours stole,

Hath not impair'd the functions of my soul,

But sacred wisdom hath experience bought, 80

While this weak frame decays, matures my thought

;

Th' important issue of this grand debate,

May furnish precedent for your own fate :

Should ever fortune call you to repell

The shaggy foe so desperate and fell.

'Tis plain, you say, his excellence Sir Ape
From the dire field accomplish'd an escape

;

Alas ! our fellow-subjects ne'er had bled,

If every ram that fell like him had fled ;

Certes, those sheep were rather mad than brave,

Which scorn'd th' example their wise leader gave. 90

Let us then ev'ry vulgar hint disdain,

And from our brother's laurel wash the stain.

—

Th' admiring court applauds the president,

And pug was clear'd by general consent. [scope,

Friend. There needs" no magic to divine your

Mark'd as you are a flagrant misanthrope :

Sworn foe to good and bad, to great and small,

Thy rankling pen produces nought but gall

:

Let virtue struggle, or let glory shine,

Thy verse affords not one approving line.— 100

Poet. Hail, sacredthemes ! the muse's chiefdelight

!

O bring the darling objects to my sight

!

My breast with elevated thought shall glow,

My fancy brighten, and my numbers flow

!

Ver. 70. It is not to be wondered at that this board con-

sisted of horned cattle only, since, before the use of arms,

every creature was obliged in war to fight with such weapons

as nature afforded it : consequently those supplied with horns

bid fairest for signalizing themselves in the field, and carry-

ing off the first posts in the army —But I observe, that,

among the members of this court, there is no mention made

of such of the horned family as were chiefly celebrated lor

valour; namely, the bull, unicorn, rhinoceros, &c. which

gives reason to suspect, that these last were either out o.

favour with the ministry, laid aside on account of their great

age, or that the ape had interest enough at court to exclude

them from the number of his judges.



REPROOF: A SATIRE.

Th' Aonian grove with rapture would I tread,
To crop unfading wreaths for William's head

;

But that my strain, unheard amidst the throng,
Must yield to Lockman's ode, and Hanbury's song.
Nor would th' enamour'd muse neglect to pay
To Stanhope's worth the tributary lay

; no
The soul unstain'd, the sense sublime to paint,
A people's patron, pride, and ornament!
Did not his virtues eterniz'd remain
The boasted theme of Pope's immortal strain.
Not ev'n the pleasing task is left, to raise
A grateful monument to Barnard's praise

;

Else should the venerable patriot stand
Tli' unshaken pillar of a sinking land.
The gladd ning prospect let me still pursue,
And bring fair virtue's triumph to the view ! 120
Alike to me, by fortune blest or not,
From soaring Cobham to the melting Scot.
But, lo ! a swarm of harpies intervene,
To ravage, mangle, and pollute the scene !

Gorg'd with our plunder, yet still gaunt for spoil,
Rapacious Gideon fastens on our isle

:

Insatiate Lascelles, and the fiend Vaneck,
Rise on our ruins, and enjoy the wreck;
While griping Jasper glories iu his prize, 130
Wrung from the widow's tears and orphan's cries.

Friend. Relaps'd again ! strange tendency to rail

!

I fear'd this meekness would not long prevail, [see
Poet. Youdeem it rancour then?—Look round and

What vices flourish still, unprun'd by me

:

Corruption, roll'd in a triumphant car,
Displays his burnish'd front and glitt'ring star

;

Nor heeds the public scorn, or transient curse,
Unknown alike to honour and remorse,
liehold the leering belle, caress'd by all,

Adorn each private feast and public ball ; 140
AVhere peers attentive listen and adore,
And not one matron shuns the titled whore.
At Peter's obsequies I sung no dirge

;

Nor has my satire yet supplied a scourge
For the vile tribe of usurers and bites,
Who sneak at Jonathan's, and swear at White's.
Each low pursuit, and slighter folly bred
Within the selfish heart and hollow head,
Thrives uncontroll'd and blossoms o'er the land,
Nor feel the rigour of my chast'ning hand : 150
While Codrus shivers o'er his bags of gold,
By famine wither'd, and benumb'd by cold

;

I mark his haggard eyes with frenzy roll,
And feast upon the terrors of his soul

;

The wrecks of war, the perils of the deep,
That curse with hideous dreams the caitiff's sleep

;

Insolvent debtors, thieves, and civil strife,
Which daily persecute his wretched life ;

Ver. 108. Two productions resembling. one another verymuch in that very cloying mediocrity, which Horace com-
pares to—Lrassum unguentum, el Sardo cum melle papaver.

Ver. 110. 1 he Earl of Chesterfield.
Ver. 122. Daniel Mackereher, Esq., a man of such primi-

tive simplicity, that he maybe said to have exceeded the
scripture injunction, by not only parting with his cloak andcoat, but with his shirt also, to relieve a brother in distress

v ,„
e
f
ley
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!
10 claim«t <he Anglesea title and estate,

ver. 126. A triumvirate of contractors, who, scorning the
(

narrow views of private usury, found means to lav a whole

s V contribut.nn, ^d pillage a kingdom of immenseIsums, under the protection of law.

IviLT -

129
'
Achris 'ian of bowels, who lends money to hisnenris m want at the moderate interest of 50/. per cent. Aman famous for buying poor seamen's tickets.

Ver. 139. A wit of the first water, celebrated for her talent
t>{ repartee and double entendre
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"' whose Cna^ter is too wellKnown to need clescr'ption.
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With all the horrors of prophetic dread,
That rack his bosom while the mail is read. 160
Safe from the rod, untainted by the school,
A judge by birth, by destiny a fool,

While the young lordling struts with native pride,
His party-colour'd tutor by his side,

Pleas'd, let me own the pious mother's care,
Who to the brawny sire commits her heir.
Fraught with the spirit of a Gothic monk,
Let Rich, with dulness and devotion drunk,
Enjoy the peal so barbarous and loud, 170
While his brain spues new monsters to the crowd

;

I see with joy the vaticide deplore
An hell-denouncing priest and sov'reign whore.
Let ev'ry polish'd dame, and genial lord,
Employ the social chair and venal board

;

Debauch'd from sense, let doubtful meanings run,
The vague conundrum, and the prurient pun ;

While the vain fop, with apish grin, regards
The giggling minx half-chok'd behind her cards :

These and a thousand idle pranks I deem
The motley spawn of ignorance and whim. 180
Let pride conceive and folly propagate,
The fashion still adopts the spurious brat

:

Nothing so strange that fashion cannot tame

;

By this dishonour ceases to be shame.
This weans from blushes lewd Tyrawley's face,
Gives Hawley praise, and Ingoldsby disgrace

;

From Mead to Thompson shifts the palm at once,
A meddling, prating, blund'ring, busy dunce

!

And may (should taste a little more decline)
Transform the nation to a herd of swine. 190

Friend. The fatal period hastens on apace

!

Nor will thy verse th' obscene event disgrace
;Thy flowers of poetry that smell so strong,

The keenest appetite have loath'd the song

;

Condemned by Clark, Banks, Barrowby, and Chitty,
And all the crop-ear'd critics of the city.
While sagely neutral sits thy silent friend,
Alike averse to censure or commend.

Poet. Peace to the gentle soul that could deny
His invocated voice to fill the cry ! 200
And let me still the sentiment disdain
Of him who never speaks but to arraign

;

The sneering son of calumny and scorn,
Whom neither arts, nor sense, nor soul adorn.

Ver. 164. Whether it be for the reason assigned iu the
subsequent lines, or the frugality of the parents, who are
unwilling to throw away money in making their children
wiser than themselves, I know not ; but certain it is, that
many people of fashion commit the education of their heirs
to some trusty footman, with a particular command to keen
master out of the stable.

Ver. 170. Monsters of absurdity.
" He look'd, and saw a sable sorc'rer rise,

Swift to whose hand a winged volume flies
,

All sudden, gorgons hiss, and dragons glare,
And ten horned fiends and giants rush to war.
Hell rises, heaven descends, and dance on earth,
Gods, imps, and monsters, music, rage, and mirth,
A fire, a jig, a battle, and a ball,
Till one wide conflagration swallows all."

Ver. lM.Thisisnootherthananemptychair, carried about
with great formality to perform visits: by the helpof which
a decent correspondence is often maintained among people of
fashion, many years tog»ther, without one personal interview
to the great honour of hospitality and good neighbourhood

'

Ibid. Venal board.] Equally applicable to the dining and
card-table, where every guest must pay an extravagant price
lor what he has.

Ver. 186. Hawley.] A general so renowned for conduct
and discipline, that, during an action in which he had a con-
siderable command, he is said to have been rallying three
fugitive dragoons, five miles from the field of battle

Ver. 195. A fraternity of wits, whose virtue, modesty, and
taste, are much of the same dimension.
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Or his, who, to maintain a critic's rank,

Though conscious of his own internal blank,

His want of taste unwilling to betray,

'Twixt sense and nonsense hesitates all day ;

"With brow contracted hears each passage read,

And often hums and shakes his empty head ;
210

Until some oracle ador'd pronounce

The passive bard a poet or a dunce ;

Then in loud clamour echoes back the word,

"Tis bold ! insipid—soaring or absurd.

These, and th' unnumber'd shoals of smaller try,

That nibble round, I pity and defy.

THE TEAKS OF SCOTLAND.
WRITTEN IS THE YEAR 1746.

Mourn, hapless Caledonia, mourn

Thy banish'd peace, thy laurels torn

!

Thy sons, for valour long renown'd,

Lie slaughter'd on their native ground

;

Thy hospitable roofs no more

Invite the stranger to the door

;

In smoky ruins sunk they lie,

The monuments of cruelty.

The wretched owner sees afar

His all become the prey of war;

Bethinks him of his babes and wife,

Then smites his breast and curses life.

Thy swains are famish'd on the rocks,

Where once they fed their wanton flocks

;

Thy ravish'd virgins shriek in vain

;

Thy infants perish on the plain.

What boots it then, in every clime,

Through the wide spreading waste of tune,

Thy martial glory, crown'd with praise,

Still shone with undiminish'd blaze

!

Thy tow'ring spirit now is broke,

Thy neck is bended to the yoke.

What foreign arms could never quell,

By civil rage and rancour fell.

The rural pipe and merry lay

No more shall cheer the happy day

:

No social scenes of gay delight

Beguile the dreary winter night

;

No strains but those of sorrow flow,

And nought be heard but sounds of woe,

While the pale phantoms of the slain

Glide nightly o'er the silent plain.

O baneful cause, oh! fatal morn,

Aecurs'd to ages yet unborn

!

The sons against their father stood,

The parent shed his children's blood.

Yet, when the rage of battle ceas'd

The victor's soul was not appeas'd;

The naked and forlorn must feel

Devouring flames, and murd'rmg steel!

The pious mother, doom'd to death,

Forsaken, wanders o'er the heath

;

The bleak wind whistles round her head,

Her helpless orphans cry for bread

;

Bereft of shelter, food, and friend,

She views the shades of night descend;

And stretch'd beneath th' inclement skies,

Weeps o'er her tender babes, and dies.

While the warm blood bedews my veins,

And unimpair'd remembrance reigus,

Resentment of my country's fate

Within my filial breast shall beat

;

And, spite of her insulting foe,

My sympathizing verse shall flow:

" Mourn, hapless Caledonia, mourn

Thy banish'd peace, thy laurels torn.

SONG.

To fix her—'twere a task as vain

To combat April drops of rain,

To sow in Afric's barren soil,

Or tempests hold within a toil.

I know it, friend, she's light as air,

False as the fowler's artful snare

;

Inconstant as the passing wind,

As winter's dreary frost unkind.

She's such a miser too in love,

Its joys she'll neither share nor prove •

Though hundreds of gallants await

From her victorious eyes their fate.

Blushing at such inglorious reign,

I sometimes strive to break her chain;

My reason summon to my aid,

Resolv'd no more to be betrayM.

Ah ! friend, 'tis but a short-liv'd trance,

Dispell'd by one enchanting glance;

She need but look, and I confess,

Those looks completely curse or bless.

So soft, so elegant, so fair,

Sure something more than human's there;

I must submit, for strife is vain,

'Twas destiny that forg'd the chain.

BURLESQUE ODE*
Where wast thou, wittol ward, when hapless fate

From these weak arms mine aged gTannam tore

:

These pious arms essay'd too late,

To drive the dismal phantom from the door.

Could not thy healing drop, illustrious quack,

Could not thy salutary pill prolong her days

;

For whom, so oft, to Marybone, alack

!

Thy sorrels dragg"d thee through the worst of ways I

Oil-dropping Twick'nham did not then detain

Thy steps, though tended by the Cambrian maids,

Nor the sweet environs of Drury-lane;

Nor dusty Pimlico's embow'ring shades

;

Nor Whitehall, by the river's bank,

Beset with rowers dank ;

Nor where th' Exchange pours forth its tawny sons;

Nor where to mix with offal, soil and blood,

Steep Snow-hill rolls the sable flood ;

Nor where the Mint's contaminated kennel runs.

Ill doth it now beseem,

That thou shouldst doze and dream,

When death in mortal armour came,

And struck with ruthless dart the gentle dame.

Her lib'ral hand and sympathizing breast

The brute creation kindly bless'd

:

Where'er she trod grimalkin purr'd around,

TUa squeaking pigs her bounty own'd

:

Nor to the waddling duck or gabbling goose,

Did she glad sustenance refuse ;

The strutting cock she daily fed,

And turkey with his snout so red

;

Of chickens careful as the pious hen,

Nor did she overlook the tomtit or the wren;

While redbreast hopp'd before her in the hall,

As if she common mother were of all.

For my distracted mind,

What comfort can I find ?

O best of gxannams ! thou art dead and gone,

And I am left behind to weep and moan,

To sing thy dirge in sad and funeral lay.

Oh ! woe is me ! alack ! and well-a-day

!

ODE TO MDXTH.

Parevt of joy ! heart-easing mirth

.

Whether of Venus or Aurora bom;

Yet goddess sure of heavenly birth,

Visit benign a son of grief forlorn;

Thy glitfring colours gay,

Around him mirth display

:

And o'er his raptur'd sense

Diffuse thy living influence

:

So shall each hill in purer green array d,

And flower-adorn'd in new-born beauty glow

;

The grove shall smooth the horrors of the shade,

And streams in murmurs shall forget to flow.

Shine, goddess, shine with unremitted ray,

And gild, a second sun, with brighter beam our da?

labour with thee forgets his pain,

And aged poverty can smile with thee ;

If thou be nigh, griefs hate is vara,

And weak th' uplifted arm of tyranny.

The morning opes on high

His universal eye

;

And on the world doth pour

His glories in a golden shower:

. Smollett, imagining himself illtreMed

wrote the above burlesque on that nobleman s monody or.

the death of his lady.



ODES TO SLEEP—BLUE EYED ANN—INDEPENDENCE.
Lo ! darkness trembling 'fore the hostile ray,

Shrinks to the cavern deep and wood forlorn
;

The brood obscene, that own her gloomy sway,
Troop in her rear, and fly th' approach of morn

;

Pale shiv'ring ghosts, that dread th' all-cheering light.

Quick as the lightning's flash, glide to sepulchral night.

But whence the gladd'ning beam
That pours his purple stream

O'er the long prospect wide 1

'Tis Mirth. I see her sit

In majesty of light,

With laughter at her side.

Bright eyed fancy, hov'ring near,
Wide waves her glancing wing in air;
And young wit flings his pointed dart,

That guiltless strikes the willing heart.
Fear not now affliction's power,

Fear not now wild passion's rage,
Nor fear ye aught in evil hour,

Save the tardy hand of age.
Now Mirth hath heard the suppliant poet's prayer,
No cloud that rides the blast shall vex the troubled air.

ODE TO SLEEP.
Soft Sleep, profoundly pleasing power,
Sweet patron of the peaceful hour,
O listen from thy calm abode,
And hither wave thy magic rod ;

Extend thy silent soothing sway,
And charm the canker care away,
Whether thou lov'st to glide along,
Attended by an airy throng
Of gentle dreams and smiles of joy,
Such as adorn the wanton boy;
Or to the monarch's fancy bring
Delights that better suit a king,
The glitt'ring host, the groaning plain,
The clang of arms, and victor's train ;

Or should a milder vision please,
Present the happy scenes of peace ;

Plump Autumn, blushing all around,.
Rich Industry, with toil embrown'd;
Content, with brow serenely gay,
And genial Art's refulgent rav.

ODE TO BLUE-EYED ANN.
When the rough north forgets to howl,
And ocean's billows cease to roll

:

When Lybian sands are bound in frost,
And cold to Nova Zembla's lost;
When heav'nly bodies cease to move,
My blue-eyed Ann I'll cease to love.

No more shall flowers the meads adorn,
Nor sweetness deck the rosy thorn,
Nor swelling buds proclaim the spring,
Nor parching heats the dog-star bring,
Nor laughing lilies paint the grove,
When blue-eyed Ann I cease to love.

No more shall joy in hope be found,
Nor pleasures dance their frolic round,
Nor love's light god inhabit earth,
Nor beauty give the passion birth.
Nor heat to summer sun-shine cleave,
When blue-eyed Nanny I deceive.

When rolling seasons cease to change,
Inconstancy forgets to range ;

When lavish May no more shall bloom,
Nor gardens yield a rich perfume

;

When nature from her sphere shall start,
I'll tear my Nanny from my heart.

ODE TO INDEPENDENCE.
STROPHE.

Tny spirit, Independence, let me share,
Lord of the lion-heart and eagle-eye,

Thy steps I follow with my bosom bare,
Nor heed the storm that howls along the sky

Deep in the frozen regions of the north,
A goddess violated brought thee forth,
Immortal Liberty, whose look sublime

Hath bleach'd the tyrant's cheek in every varying clime
What time the iron-hearted Gaul, ° '

With frantic Superstition for his guide, 10
Arm'd with the dagger and the pall,

The sons of Woden to the field defied
;

The ruthless hag, by Weser's flood,
In heav'n's name, urg'd th' infernal blow

;

And red the stream began to flow—
The vanquish'd were baptiz'd with blood !

ANTISTROFHE.
The Saxon prince in horror fled

From altars stain'd with human gore
;

And Liberty his routed legions led
In safety to the bleak Norwegian shore. 20
There in a cave asleep she lay,

Lull'd by the hoarse-resounding main ;

When a bold savage pass'd that way,
Impell'd by destiny, his name Disdain.

Of ample front the portly chief appear'd

;

The hunted bear supplied a shaggy vest,
The drifted snow hung on his yellow beard,
And his broad shoulders brav'd the furious blast.
He stopp'd; he gaz'd ; his bosom glow'd,

And deeply felt th' impression of her charms ; 30
He seiz'd th' advantage fate allow'd,

And straight compress'd her in his vig'rous arms.

STROPHE.

The curlew scream'd, the tritons blew
Their shells to celebrate the ravish'd rite

;

Old Time exulted as he flew,
And Independence saw the light.
The light he saw in Albion's happy plains,

Where, under cover of a flow'ring thorn,
While Philomel renew'd her warbled strains,

Th' auspicious fruit of stol'n embrace was born.— io
The mountain Dryads seiz'd with joy

The smiling infant, to their charge consigned
;

The Doric muse caress'd the fav'rite boy

;

The hermit Wisdom stor'd his opening mind.
As rolling years matnr'd his age,

He flourish'd bold and sinewy as' his sire ;

While the mild passions in his breast assuage
The fiercer flames of his maternal fire.

A NT I STROPHE.
Accomplish'd thus, he wing'd his way,

And zealous rov'd from pole to pole, 50
The rolls of right eternal to display,

And warm with patriot thoughts th' aspiring soul.
On desert isles 'twas he that rais'd

Those spires that gild the Adriatic wave,
Where Tyranny beheld amaz'd

Fair Freedom's temple, where he mark'd her grave.
He steel'd the blunt Batavian's arms,

To burst th' Iberian's double chain
;

And cities rear'd, and planted farms,
Won from the skirts of Neptune's wide domain. CO
He with the generous rustics sat,

On Uri's rocks, in close divan :

And wing'd that arrow, sure as fate,
Which ascertain'd the sacred rights of man.

STROPHE.
Arabia's scorching sands he cross'd,
Where blasted nature pants supine,

Conductor of her tribes adust,
To Freedom's adamantine shrine

;

And many a Tartar horde forlorn, aghast

!

He snatch'd from under fell Oppression's wing ; 70
And taught amidst the dreary waste
Th' all-cheering hymns of liberty to sing.
He virtue finds, like precious ore,

Diflus'd through every baser mould,

Ver. 16. Charlemagne obliged four thousand Saxon prison-
ers to embrace the christian religion, and immediately after
they were baptized, ordered their throats to be cut.—Their
prince, Vitikind, fled for shelter to Gotrick, king of Denmark.

Ver. 53. Although Venice was built a considerable time be-
fore the era here assigned for the birth of Independence, the
republic had not yet attained to any great degree of power and
splendour.

Ver. 58. The Low Countries were not only oppressed by
grievous taxations, but likewise threatened with the establish-
ment of the inquisition, when the seven provinces revolted
and shook off the yoke of Spain.

Ver. 62. Alluding to the known story of William Tell and
his associates, the fathers and founders" of the confederacy of
the Swiss Cantons.

Ver. 65. The Arabs, rather than resign their independency,
have often abandoned their habitations, and encountered all
the horrors of the desert.

Ver. 69. From the tyranny of Jenghis Khan, Timur Bee.
and other eastern conquerors, whole tribes of Tartars wera
used to fly into the remoter wastes of Cathay, where no arm*
could follow them.

H H
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Ev'n now he stands on Calvi's rocky shore,

And turns the dross of Corsica to gold.

He, guardian genius, taught my youth

Pomp's tinsel livery to despise :

My lips by him chastised to truth,

Ne'er paid that homage which my heart denies. 80

ANTISTROPHE.

Those sculptur'd halls my feet shall never tread,

Where varnish'd vice and vanity combin'd,

To dazzle and seduce, their banners spread,

And forge vile shackles for the free-born mind.

While insolence his wrinkled front uprears,

And all the flowers of spurious fancy blow

;

And title his ill-woven chaplet wears,

Full often wreath'd around the miscreant's brow,

Where ever-dimpling falsehood, pert and vain,

Presents her cup of stale profession's froth ;
90

And pale disease, with all his bloated train,

Torments the sons of gluttony and sloth.

In fortune's car behold that minion ride,

With either India's glittering spoils oppress'd,

Ver. 76. The noble stand made by Paschal Paoli and his

associates against the usurpations of the French king, must
endear them to all the sons of Liberty and Independence.

So moves the sumpter-mule, in harness'd pride,

That bears the treasure which he cannot taste.

For him let venal bards disgrace the bay,

And hireling minstrels wake the tinkling string ;

Her sensual snares let faithless pleasure lay
;

And jingling bells fantastic folly ring ; 100

Disquiet, doubt, and dread shall intervene j

And nature, still to all her feelings just,

In vengeance hang a damp on every scene,

Shook from the baleful pinions of disgust.

ANTISTROPHE.

Nature I'll court in her sequester'd haunts
By mountain, meadow, streamlet, grove or cell,

Where the pois'd lark his evening ditty chaunts,

And health, and peace, and contemplation dwell.

There study shall with solitude recline
;

And friendship pledge me to his fellow-swains; 110

And toil and temperance sedately twine

The slender cord that fluttering life sustains;

And fearless poverty shall guard the door ;

And taste unspoil'd the frugal table spread ;

And industry supply the humble store
;

And sleep unbnb'd his dews refreshing shed :

White-mantled innocence, ethereal sprite,

Shall chase far off the goblins of the night;

And independence o'er the day preside,

Propitious power ! my patron and my pride. 120

THE ADVENTURES OF FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM.

TO DOCTOR ••»••».

Yotj and I, my good friend, have often deliberated on the

difficulty of writing such a dedication as might gratify the

self-complacency of a patron, without exposing the author to

the ridicule or censure of the public ; and I think we gene-

rally agreed that the task was altogether impracticable.—

Indeed, this was one of the few subjects on which we have

always thought in the same manner. For, notwithstanding

that deference and regard which we mutually pay to each

other, certain it is, we have often differed, according to the

predominancy of those different passions, which frequently

warp the opinion, and perplex the understanding of the most

judicious.

In dedication, as in pcetry, there is no medium
;

for, if

any one of the human virtues be omitted in the enumeration

of the patron's good qualities, the whole address is construed

into an affront, and the writer has the mortification to find

his praise prostituted to very little purpose.

On the other hand, should he yield to the transports of

gratitude or affection, which is always apt to exaggerate,

and produce no more than the genuine effusions of his heart,

the world will make no allowance for the warmth of his pas-

sion, but ascribe the praise he bestows to interested views

and sordid adulation.

Sometimes too, dazzled by the tinsel of a character which
he has no opportunity to investigate, he pours forth the

homage of his admiration upon some false Maecenas, whose
future conduct gives the lie to his eulogium, and involves

him in shame and confusion of face. Such was the fate of a

late ingenious author,* who was so often put to the blush for

the undeserved incense he had offered in the heat of an en-
thusiastic disposition, misled by popular applause, that he
had resolved to retract, in his last will, all the encomiums
which he had thus prematurely bestowed, and stigmatize

the unworthy by name—a laudable scheme of poetical

justice, the execution of which was fatally prevented by
untimely death.

Whatever may have been the fate of other dedicators, I,

for my own part, sit down to write this address, without any
apprehension of disgrace or disappointment ; because I know
you are too well convinced of my affection and sincerity to

* The Author of the " Seasons."

repine at what I shall say touching your character and con-

duct. And you will do me the justice to believe, that this

public distinction is a testimony of my particular friendship

and esteem.

Not that I am either insensible of your infirmities, or

disposed to conceal them from the notice of mankind.

There are certain foibles which can only be cured by shame
and mortification ; and whether or not yours be of that

species, I shall have the comfort to think my best endeavours

were used for your reformation.

Know then, I can despise your pride, while I honour your

integrity, and applaud your taste, while I am shocked at

your ostentation.—I have known you trifling, superficial, and

obstinate in dispute
; meanly jealous and awkwardly reserved

;

rash and haughty in your resentments ; and coarse andlowly

in your connexions. I have blushed at the weakness of your

conversation, and trembled at the errors of your conduct

—

yet, as I own you possess certain good qualities, which over-

balance these defects, and distinguish you on this occasion

as a person for w hom I have the most perfect attachment

and esteem, you have no cause to complain of the indelicacy

with which your faults are reprehended. And as they are

chiefly the excesses of a sanguine disposition and looseness

of thought, impatient of caution or control, you may, thus

stimulated, watch over your own intemperance and infirmity

with redoubled vigilance and consideration, and for the future

profit by the severity of my reproof.

These, however, are not the only motives that induce mc
to trouble you with this public application. I must not only

perform my duty to my friends, but also discharge the debt

I owe to my own interest. We live in a censorious age ;
and

an author cannot take too much precaution to anticipate the

prejudice, misapprehension, and temerity of malice, igno-

rance and presumption.

I therefore think it incumbent upon me to give some

previous intimation of the plan which I have executed in

the subsequent performance, that 1 may not be condemned

upon partial evidence ; and to whom can I with more pro-

priety appeal in my explanation than to you, who are so well

acquainted with all the sentimentsand emotions ofmy breast!

A novel is a large diffused picture, comprehending the

characters of life, disposed in different groups, and exhibited

in various attitudes, for the purposes of an uniform platv
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and general occurrence, to which every individual figure

is subservient. But this plan cannot he executed with pro-

priety, probability, or success, without a principal personage

to attract the attention, unite the incidents, unwind the clue

of the labyrinth, and at last close the scene, by virtue of his

own importance.

Almost all the heroes of this kind, who have hitherto

succeeded on the English stage, are characters of tran-

scendent worth, conducted through the vicissitudes of fortune,

to that goal of happiness, which ever ought to he the repose

of extraordinary desert.—Yet the same principle by which
we rejoice at the remuneration of merit, will teach us to

relish the disgrace and discomfiture of vice, which is always

an example of extensive use and influence, because it

leaves a deep impression of terror upon the minds of those

who were not confirmed in the pursuit of morality and
virtue, and, while the balance wavers, enables the right

scale to preponderate.

In the drama, which is a more limited field of invention,

the chief personage is often the object of our detestation

and abhorrence ; and we are as well pleased to see the
wicked schemes of a Richard blasted, and the perfidy of a

Maskmell exposed, as to behold a Bevil happy, and an
Edward victorious.

The impulses of fear, which is the most violent and in-

teresting of all the passions, remain longer than an^ other

upon the memory ; and for one that is allured to virtue,

by the contemplation of that peace and happiness which
it bestows, a hundred are deterred from the practice of vice,

by that infamy and punishment to which it is liable, from
the laws and regulations of mankind.
Let me not, therefore, be condemned for having chosen

my principal character from the purlieus of treachery and
fraud, when I declare my purpose is to set him up as a
beacon for the benefit of the unexperienced and unwary,
who, from the perusal of these memoirs, may learn to avoid
the manifold snares with which they are continually sur-

rounded in the paths of life; ivhile those who hesitate on
the brink of iniquity may be terrified from plunging into

that irremediable gulf, by surveying the deplorable fate of

Ferdinand Count Fathom.

That the mind might not be fatigued, nor the imagination
disgusted, by a succecssion of vicious objects, I have en-
deavoured to refresh the attention with occasional incidents

of a different nature; and raised up a virtuous character,

in opposition to the adventurer, with a view to amuse the
fancy, engage the affection, and form a striking contrast

which might heighten the expression, and give a relief to

the moral of the whole.

If I have not succeeded in my endeavours to unfold the
mysteries of fraud, to instruct the ignorant, and entertain

the vacant; if I have failed in my attempts to subject folly

to ridicule, and vice to indignation; to rouse the spirit of

mirth, wake the soul of compassion, and touch the secret

springs that move the heart ; I have, at least, adorned
virtue with honour and applause, branded iniquity with
reproach and shame, and carefully avoided every hint or

expression which could give umbrage to the most delicate
reader—circumstances which (whatever may be my fate

with the public) will with you always operate in favour of

Dear sir, youl very affectionate friend and servant,

THE AUTHOR.

CHAPTER I.

Some sage Observations that naturally introduce our im-
portant History.

Cardinal de Retz very judiciously observes, that
all historians must of necessity be subject to mis-
takes, in explaining the motives of those actions
they record, unless they derive their intelligence
from the candid confession of the person whose
character they represent; and that, of consequence,
every man of importance ought to write his own
memoirs, provided he has honesty enough to tell

the truth, without suppressing any circumstance

that may tend to the information of the reader
This, however, is a requisite that, I am afraid,

would be very rarely found among the number of
those who exhibit their own portraits to the public.

Indeed, I will venture to say, that, how upright
soever a man's intentions may be, he will, in the
performance of such a task, be sometimes misled
by his own phantasy, and represent objects, as thev
appeared to him, through the mists of prejudice

and passion.

An unconcerned reader, when he peruses the

history of two competitors, who lived two thousand
years ago, or who perhaps never had existence,

except in the imagination of the author, cannot
help interesting himself in the dispute, and
espousing one side of the contest, with all the zeal

of a warm adherent. What wonder, then, that we
should be heated in our own concerns, review our
actions with the same self-approbation that they
had formerly acquired, and recommend them to

the world with all the enthusiasm of paternal

affection ?

Supposing this to be the case, it was lucky for

the cause of historical truth, that so many pens
have been drawn by writers, who cotdd not be
suspected of such partiality ; and that many great
personages, among the ancients as well as moderns,
either would not or could not entertain the public

with their own memoirs. From this want of in-

clination or capacity to vvrite, in our hero himself,

the undertaking is now left to me, of transmitting

to posterity the remarkable adventures of Ferdi-
nand Count Fathom ; and by the tune the reader
shall have glanced over the subsequent sheets, I
doubt not but he will bless God that the adventurer
was not his own historian.

This mirror of modern chivalry was none of
those who owe their dignity to the circumstances of
their birth, and are consecrated from the cradle
for the purposes of greatness, merely because they
are the accidental children of wealth. He was
heir to no visible patrimony, unless we reckon a
robust constitution, a tolerable appearance, and an
uncommon capacity, as the advantages of inheri-

tance. If the comparison obtains in this point of

consideration, he was as much as any man indebted
to his parents ; and pity it was, that, in the sequel

of his fortune, he never had an opportunity of

manifesting his filial gratitude and regard. From
this agreeable act of duty to his sire, and all those

tendernesses that are reciprocally enjoyed betwixt
the father and the son, he was unhappily excluded
by a small circumstance ; at which, however, he
was never heard to repine. In short, had he been
brought forth in the fabulous ages of the world, the
nature of his origin might have turned to his

account ; he might, like other heroes of antiquity,

have laid claim to divine extraction, without run-
ning the risk of being claimed by an earthly father.

Not that his parents had any reason to disown or
renounce their offspring, or that there was any
thing preternatural in the circumstances of his
generation and birth ; on the contrary, he was,
from the beginning, a child of promising parts, and
in due course of nature ushered into the world
amidst a'whole cloud of witnesses. But, that he
was acknowledged by no mortal sire, solely pro-
ceeded from the uncertainty of his mother, whose
affections were so dissipated among a number of
admirers, that she could never pitch upon the
person from whose loins our hero sprung.

H H 2
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Over and above this important doubt under
which he was begotten, other particularities at-

tended his birth, and seemed to mark him out as

something uncommon among the sons of men. He
was brought forth in a waggon, and might be said

to be literally a native of two different countries

;

for, though he first saw the light in Holland, he was
not born till after the carriage arrived in Flanders

;

so that, all these extraordinary circumstances con-

sidered, the task of determining to what govern-

ment he naturally owed allegiance, would be at

least as difficult as that of ascertaining the so much
contested birth-place of Homer.

Certain it is, the Count's mother was an Eng-
lish woman, who, after having been five times

a widow in one campaign, was, in the last year of

the renowned Marlborough's command, numbered
among the baggage of the allied arm)-, which she

still accompanied, through pure benevolence of

spirit, supplying the ranks with the refreshing

streams of choice Geneva, and accommodating in-

dividuals with clean linen, as the emergency of

their occasions required. Nor was her philan-

thropy altogether confined to such ministration

;

she abounded with " the milk of human kindness,"

which flowed plentifully among her fellow-crea-

tures ; and to every son of Mars who cultivated her

favour, she liberally dispensed her smiles, in order

to sweeten the toils and dangers of the field.

And here it will not be amiss to anticipate the

remarks of the reader, who, in the chastity and
excellency of his conception, may possibly exclaim,
" Good Heaven ! will these anthers never reform

their imaginations, and lift their ideas from the

obscene objects of low life ? Must the public be

again disgusted with the grovelling adventures of a

waggon ? Will no writer of genius draw his pen

in the vindication of taste, and entertain us

with the agreeable characters, the dignified con-

versation, the poignant repartee, in short, the gen-

teel comedy of the polite world ?"

Have a little patience, gentle, delicate, sublime

critic ; you, I doubt not, are one of those con-

summate connoisseurs, who, in their purifications,

let humour evaporate, while they endeavour to pre-

serve decorum, and polish wit, until the edge of it

is quite wore off. Or, perhaps, of that class, who
in the sapience of taste, are disgusted with those

very flavours in the productions of their own
country, which have yielded infinite delectation to

their faculties, when imported from another clime ;

and d—n an author in despite of all precedent and
prescription ;—who extol the writings of Petronius

Arbiter, read with rapture the amorous sallies of

Ovid's pen, and chuckle over the story of Lucian's

ass ; yet, if a modern author presumes to relate the

progress of a simple intrigue, are shocked at the

indecency and immorality of the scene ;—who
delight in following Guzman d'Alfarache, through

all the mazes of squalid beggary ; who with plea-

sure accompany Don Quixote and his squire, in

the lowest paths of fortune ; who are diverted with

the adventures of Scarron's ragged troop of strol-

lers, and highly entertained with the servile situa-

tions of Gil Bias ; yet, when a character in humble
life occasionally occurs in a performance of our own
growth, exclaim with an air of disgust, " Was ever
any thing so mean! sure, this writer must have
been very conversant with the lowest scenes of
life i"—who, when Swift or Pope represents a cox-
comb in the act of swearing, scruple not to laugh at

the ridiculous execrations ;
but, in a less reputed

author, condemn the use of such profane exple-

tives ;—who eagerly explore the jakes of Rabelais,

for amusement, and even extract humour from the

dean's description of a lady's dressing-room ; yet

in a production of these days, unstamped with such

venerable names, will stop their noses, with all the

signs of loathing and abhorrence, at a bare men-
tion of the china chamber-pot;—who applauded

Catullus, Juvenal, Persius, and Lucan, for their

spirit in lashing the greatest names of antiquity

;

yet, when a British satirist, of this generation, has

courage enough to call in question the talents of a

pseudo-patron in power, accuse him of insolence,

rancour, and scurrility.

If such you be, courteous reader, I say again,

have a little patience ; for your entertainment we
are about to write. Our hero shall, with all con-

venient despatch, be gradually sublimed into those

splendid connexions of which you are enamoured

;

and God forbid, that, in the meantime, the nature

of his extraction should turn to his prejudice in a

land of freedom like this, where individuals are

every day ennobled in consequence of their own
qualifications, without the least retrospective regard

to the rank or merit of their ancestors. Yes, re-

fined reader, we are hastening to that goal of per-

fection, where satire dares not show her face

;

where nature is castigated, almost even to still life

;

where humour turns changeling, and slavers in an

insipid grin ; where wit is volatilized into a mere
vapour ; where decency, divested of all substance,

hovers about like a fantastic shadow ; where the

salt of genius, escaping, leaves nothing but pure and
simple phlegm ; and the inoffensive pen for ever

drops the mild manna of soul-sweetening praise. -

CHAPTER H.

A superficial View of our Hero's Infancy.

Having thus bespoken the indulgence of our guests,

let us now produce the particulars of our entertain-

ment, and speedily conduct our adventurer through

the stage of infancy, which seldom teems with in-

teresting incidents.

As the occupations of his mother would not con-

veniently permit her to suckle this her first-born at

her own breast, and those happy ages were now no
more, in which the charge of nursing a child might
be left to the next goat or she-wolf, she resolved to

improve upon the ordinances of nature, and foster

him with a juice much more energetic than the

milk of goat, wolf, or woman ; this was no other

than that delicious nectar, which, as we have

already hinted, she so cordially distributed from a

small cask that hungbefore her, depending from her

shoulders by a leathern zone. Thus determined,

ere he was yet twelve days old, she enclosed him
in a canvass knapsack, which being adjusted to her

neck, fell down upon her back, and balanced the

cargo that rested on her bosom.

There are not wanting those who affirm, that,

while her double charge was carried about in this

situation, her keg was furnished with a long and

slender flexible tube, which, when the child began

to be clamorous, she conveyed into his mouth, and
straight he stilled himself with sucking ; but this

we consider as an extravagant assertion of those who
mix the marvellous in all their narrations, because

we cannot conceive how the tender organs of an

infant could digest such a fiery beverage, which
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never fails to discompose the constitutions of the
most hardy and robust. We therefore conclude,
that the use of this potation was more restrained,

and that it -was v,'ith simple element diluted into a
composition adapted to his taste and years. Be
this as it will, he certainly -was indulged in the use
of it to such a degree as would have effectually

obstructed his future fortune, had not he been hap-
pily cloyed with the repetition of the same fare, for
which he conceived the utmost detestation and
abhorrence, rejecting it with loathing and disgust,
like those choice spirits, who, having been crammed
with religion in their childhood, renounce it in

their youth, among other absurd prejudices of
education.

_
While he was thus dangled in a state of suspen-

sion, a German trooper was transiently smit with the
charms of his mother, who listened to his honour-
able addresses, and once more received the silken
bonds of matrimony; the ceremony having been
performed as usual at the drum-head. The lady
had no sooner taken possession of her new name,
than she bestowed it upon her son, who was thence-
forward distinguished by the appellation of Ferdi-
nand de Fadom ; nor was the husband offended at
this presumption in his wife, w^hich he not only
considered as a proof of her affection and esteem,
but also as a compliment, by which he might in

time acquire the credit of being the real father of
such a hopeful child.

Notwithstanding this new engagement with a
foreigner, our hero's mother still exercised the vir-
tues of her calling among the English troops, so
much was she biassed by that laudable partiality,

.which, as Horace observes, the natak solum gene-
rally inspires. Indeed this inclination was enforced
by another reason, that did not fail to influence her
conduct in this particular ; all her knowledge of
the High Dutch language consisted in some words
of traffic absolutely necessary for the practice of
her vocation, together with sundry oaths and terms
of reproach, that kept her customers in awe ; so
that, except among her own countrymen, she could
not indulge that propensity to conversation, for
which she had been remarkable from her earliest

years. Nor did this instance of her affection fail

of turning to her account in the sequel. She was
promoted to the office of cook to a regimental mess
of officers

; and, before the peace of Utrecht, was
actually in possession of a suttling-tent, pitched for
the accommodation of the gentlemen in the army.

Meanwhile, Ferdinand improved apace in the
accomplishments of infancy ; his beauty was con-
spicuous, and his vigour so uncommon, that he was
with justice likened unto Hercules in the cradle.
The friends of his father-in-law dandled him on
their knees, while he played with their whiskers,
and, before he was thirteen months old, taught him
to suck brandy impregnated with gunpowder,
through the touch-hole of a pi9tol. At the same
time, he was caressed by divers Serjeants of the
British army, who severally and in secret contem-
plated his qualifications with a father's pride, ex-
cited by the artful declaration with which the
mother had flattered each apart.

Boon as the war was (for her unhappily) con-
cluded, she, as in duty bound, followed her husband
into Bohemia; and his regiment being sent into
garrison at Prague, she opened a cabaret in that
city, which was frequented by a good many guests of
the Scotch and Irish nations, who were devoted to

the exercise of arms in the service of the emperor.
It was by this communication that the English
tongue became vernacular to young Ferdinand,
who, without such opportunity, would have been a
stranger to the language of his forefathers, in spite
of all his mother's loquacity and elocution ; though
it must be owned, for the credit of her maternal
care, that she let slip no occasion of making it fa-

miliar to his ear and conception
;
for, even at those

intervals in which she could find no person to carry
on the altercation, she used to hold forth in earnest
soliloquies upon the subject of her own situation,

giving vent to many opprobrious invectives against
her husband's country, between which and Old
England she drew many odious comparisons ; and
prayed, without ceasing, that Europe might speedily
be involved in a general war, so as that she might
have some chance of re-enjoying the pleasures and
emoluments of a Flanders campaign.

CHAPTER III.

He is initiated in a Military Life, and has the good Fortune
to acquire a generous Patron.

While she wearied Heaven with these petitions,

the flame of war broke out betwixt the houses of
Ottoman and Austria, and the emperor sent forth
an army into Hungary, under the auspices of the
renowned Prince Eugene. On account of this ex-
pedition, the mother of our hero gave up house-
keeping, and cheerfully followed her customers
and husband into the field

; having first provided
herself with store of those commodities in which
she had formerly merchandized. Although the
hope of profit might in some measure affect her
determination, one of the chief motives for her
visiting the frontiers of Turkey, was the desire of
initiating her son in the rudiments of his education,
which she now thought high time to inculcate, he
being, at this period, in the sixth year of his age

;

he was accordingly conducted to the camp, which
she considered as the most consummate school of
life, and proposed for the scene of his instruction ;

and in this academy he had not continued many
weeks, when he was an eye witness of that famous
victory, which, with sixty thousand men, the Im-
perial general obtained over an army of me hundred
and fifty thousand Turks.

His father-in-law was engaged, and his mother
would not be idle on this occasion. She was a per-
fect mistress of all the camp qualifications, and
thought it a duty incumbent on her to contribute
all that lay in her power towards distressing the
enemy. With these sentiments she hovered about
the skirts of the army, and the troops were no
sooner employed in the pursuit, than she began to
traverse the field of battle with a poignard and a

bag, in order to consult her own interest, annoy the
foe, and exercise her humanity at the same time.
In short, she had, with amazing prowess, delivered
some fifty or threescore disabled mussulmen of the
pain under which they groaned, and made a com-
fortable booty of the spoils of the slain, when her
eyes were attracted by the rich attire of an imperial
officer, who lay bleeding on the plain, to all appear-
ance in the agonies of death.

She could not in her heart refuse that favour to
a friend and christian she had so compassionately
bestowed upon so many enemies and infidels, and
therefore drew near with the sovereign remedy,
which she had already administered with such
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success. As she approached this deplorable object

of pity, her ears were surprised with an ejaculation

in the English tongue, -which he fervently pro-

nounced, though with a weak and languid voice,

recommending his soul to God, and his family to

the protection of Heaven. Our Amazon's purpose

was staggered by this providential incident; the

sound of her native language, so unexpectedly

heard, and so pathetically delivered, had a sur-

prising effect upon her imagination ; and the faculty

of reflection did not forsake her in such emergency.

Though she could not recollect the features of this

unhappy officer, she concluded, from his appearance,

that he was some person of distinction in the ser-

vice, and foresaw greater advantage to herself in

attempting to preserve his life, than she could

possibly reap from the execution of her first resolve.

"If," said she to herself, "I can find means of

conveying him to his tent alive, he cannot but in

conscience acknowledge my humanity with some

considerable recompense ; and, should he chance to

survive his wounds, I have every thing to expect

from his gratitude and power."

Fraught with these prudential suggestions, she

drew near the unfortunate stranger, and, in a

softened accent of pity and condolence, questioned

him concerning his name, condition, and the nature

of his mischance, at the same time making a gentle

tender of her service. Agreeably suprised to hear

liimself accosted in such a manner, by a person

whose equipage seemed to promise far other designs,

he thanked her in the most grateful terms for her

humanity, with the appellation of kind country-

woman
;
gave her to understand that he was colonel

of a regiment of horse ; that he had fallen in con-

sequence of a shot he received in his breast at the

beginning of the action ; and, finally, entreated her

to procure some carriage on which he might be

removed to his tent. Perceiving him faint and

exhausted with loss of blood, she raised up his

head, and treated him with that cordial which was

her constant companion. At that instant, espying

a small body of hussars returning to the camp with

the plunder they had taken, she invoked their

assistance, and they forthwith carried the officer to

his own quarters, where his wound was dressed,

and his preserver carefully tended him until his

recovery was completed.

In return for these good offices, this gentleman,

who was originally of Scotland, rewarded her for

the present with great liberality, assured her of his

influence in promoting her husband, and took upon

himself the charge of young Ferdinand's education

,

the boy was immediately taken into his protection,

and entered as a trooper in his own regiment; but

his good intentions towards his father-in-law were

frustrated by the death of the German, who in a

few days after this disposition, was shot in the

trenches before Temiswaer.

This event, over and above the conjugal affliction

with which it invaded the lady's quiet, would have

involved her in infinite difficulty and distress, with

regard to her temporal concerns, by leaving her

unprotected in the midst of strangers, had not she

been thus providentially supplied with an effectual

patron in the colonel, who was known by the ap-

pellation of Count Melvil. He no sooner saw her,

by the death of her husband, detached from all

personal connexions with a military life, than he

proposed that she should quit her occupation in the

camp, and retire to his habitation in the city of

Presburg, where she would be entertained in ease

and plenty during the remaining part of her natui al

life. With all due acknowledgments of his gene-
rosity, she begged to be excused from embracing
his proposal, alleging she was so much accustomed
to her present way of life, and so much devoted to

the service of the soldiery, that she should never
be happy in retirement, while the troops of any
prince in Christendom kept the field.

The Count, finding her determined to prosecute

her scheme, repeated his promise of befriending her

upon all occasions ; and in the mean time admitted

Ferdinand into the number of his domestics, re-

solving that he should be brought up in attendance

upon his own son, who was a boy of the saiae age.

He kept him, however, in his tent, until he should

have an opportunity of revisiting his family in

person
; and, before that occasion offered, two whole

years elapsed, during which tb<? illustrious Prince

Eugene gained the celebrated battle of Belgrade,

and afterwards made himself master of that impor-

tant frontier.

CHAPTER IV.

His Mother's Prowess and Death ;
together with some

Instances of his own Sagacity.

It would have been impossible for the mother ot

our adventurer, such as she hath been described, to

sit quietly in her tent, while such an heroic scene

,was acting. She was no sooner apprised of the

general's intention to attack the enemy, than she,

as usual, packed up her moveables in a waggon,

which she committed to the care of a peasant in

the neighbourhood, and put herself in motion with

the troops ;
big with the expectation of re-acting

that part in which she had formerly acquitted her-

self so much to her advantage.—Nay, she by this

time looked upon her own presence as a certain

omen of success to the cause which she espoused ;

and, in their march to battle, actually encouraged

the ranks with repeated declarations, importing,

that she had been eye witness of ten decisive en-

gagements, in all of which her friends had been

victorious, and imputing such uncommon good

fortune to some supernatural quality inherent in

her person.

Whether or not this confidence contributed to

the fortune of the day, by inspiring the soldiers to

an uncommon pitch of courage and resolution, I

shall not pretend to determine. But, certain it is,

the victory began from that quarter in which she

had posted herself ; and no corps in the army be-

haved with such intrepidity as that which was

manifested by those who were favoured with her

admonitions and example; for she not only exposed

her person to the enemy's fire, with the indifference

and deliberation of a veteran, but she is said to have

achieved a very conspicuous exploit by the prowess

of her single arm. The extremity of the line to

which she had attached herself, being assaulted in

flank by a body of the spahis, wheeled about, in

order to sustain the charge, and received them with

such a seasonable fire, as brought a great number

of turbans to the ground ; among those who fell,

was one of the chiefs or agas, who had advanced

before the rest, with a view to signalize his valour.

Our English Penthesilia no sooner saw this

Turkish leader drop, than, struck with the mag-

nificence of his own and horse's trappings, she

sprung forward to seize them as her prize, and
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found the aga not dead, though in a good measure
disabled by his misfortune, which was entirely
owing to the weight of his horse, that, having been
killed by a musket-ball, lay upon his leg, so that
he could, not disengage himself. Nevertheless,
perceiving the virago approach with fell intent, he
brandished his symitar, and tried to intimidate his

assailant with a most horrible exclamation ; but it

was not the dismal yell of a dismounted cavalier,

though enforced with a hideous ferocity of counte-
nance, and the menacing gestures with which he
waited her approach, that could intimidate such an
undaunted she-campaigner ; she saw him writhing
in the agonies of a situation from which he could
not move

; and, running towards him with the
nimbleness and intrepidity of a Camilla, described
a semicircle in the progress of her assault, and
attacking him on one side, plunged her well-tried
dagger in his throat. The shades of death encom-
passed him, his life-blood issued at the wound, he
fell prone upon the earth, he bit the dust, and
having thrice invoked the name of Allah \ straight
expired.

While his destiny was thus fulfilled, his followers
began to reel

; they seemed dismayed at the fate of
their chief, beheld their companions drop like the
leaves in autumn, and suddenly halted in the midst
of their career. The Imperialists, observing the
confusion of the enemy, redoubled their fire

; and,
raising a dreadful shout, advanced in order to im-
prove the advantage they had gained. The spahis
durst not wait the shock of such an encounter

;

they wheeled to the right about, and clapping spurs
to their horses, fled in the utmost disorder. This
was actually the circumstance that turned the scale
of battle. The Austrians pursued their good for-

tune with uncommon impetuosity, and in a few
minutes left the field clear for the mother of our
hero, who was such an adept in the art of stripping,

that in the twinkling of an eye the bodies of the
aga and his Arabian lay naked to the skin. It

would have been happy for her, had she been con-
tented with these first-fruits, reaped from the for-

tune of the day, and retired with her spoils, which
were not inconsiderable

;
but, intoxicated with the

glory she had won, enticed by the glittering capa-
risons that lay scattered on the plain, and without
doubt prompted by the secret instinct of her fate,

she resolved to seize opportunity by the forelock,
and once for all indemnify herself for the many
fatigues, hazards, and sorrows she had undergone.
Thus determined, she reconnoitred the field, and

practised her address so successfully, that in less

than half an hour she was loaded with ermine and
embroidery, and disposed to retreat with her burden,
when her regards were solicited by a splendid
bundle, which she descried at some distance lying
on the ground. This was no other than an un-
happy oflicer of hussars ; who, after having the
good fortune to take a Turkish standard, was
desperately wounded in the thigh, and obliged to
quit his horse

; finding himself in such a helpless
condition, he had wrapped his acquisition round
his body, that whatever might happen, he and his
glory should not be parted; and thus shrouded
among the dying and the dead, he had observed
the progress of our heroine, who stalked about the
field, like another Atropos, finishing, wherever she
came, the work of death. He did not at all doubt,
that he himself would be visited in the course of her
peregrinations, and therefore provided for her re-

ception, with a pistol ready cocked in his hand,
while he lay perdue beneath his covert, in all ap-
pearance bereft of life. He was not deceived in his
prognostic ; she no sooner eyed the golden crescent
than, inflamed with curiosity or cupidity, she di-

rected thitherward her steps, and discerning the
carcase of a man, from which, she thought, there
would be a necessity for disengaging it, she lifted

up her weapon, in order to make sure of her
purchase ; and in the very instant of discharging
her blow, received a brace of bullets in her brain.

Thus ended the mortal pilgrimage of this modern
Amazon

;
who, in point of courage, was not inferior

to Semiramis, Tomyris, Zenobia, Thalestris, or any
boasted heroine of ancient times. It cannot be sup-
posed that this catastrophe made a very deep im-
pression upon the mind of young Ferdinand, who
had just then attained the ninth year of his age,
and been for a considerable time weaned from her
maternal caresses

;
especially as he felt no wants

nor grievances in the family of the Count, who
favoured him with a particular share of indulgence,
because he perceived in him a spirit of docility, in-

sinuation, and sagacity, far above his years. He
did not, however, fail to lament the untimely fate of
his mother, with such filial expressions of sorrow,
as still more intimately recommended him to his
patron

;
who, being himself a man of extraordinary

benevolence, looked upon the boy as a prodigy of
natural affection, and forsaw in his future services
a fund of gratitudeandattachment,that could notfail
to render him a valuable acquisition to his family.

In his own country he had often seen connexions
of that sort, which having been planted in the
infancy of the adherent, had grown up to a surpris-
ing pitch of fidelity and friendship, that no tempta-
tion could bias, and no danger dissolve. He
therefore rejoiced in the hope of seeing his own son
accommodated with such a faithful attendant, in the
person of young Fathom, on whom he resolved to
bestow the same education he had planned for the
other, though conveyed in such a manner as should
be suitable to the sphere in which he was ordained
to move. In consequence of these determinations,
our young adventurer led a very easy life, in quality
of page to the Count, in whose tent he lay upon
a pallet, close to his field-bed, and often divert-
ed him with his childish prattle in the English
tongue, which the more seldom his master had oc-
casion to speak, he the more delighted to hear. In
the exercise of his function, the boy was incredibly
assiduous and alert ; far from neglecting the little

particulars of his duty, and embarking in the mis-
chievous amusements of the children belonging to
the camp, he was always diligent, sedate^agreeably
officious and anticipating ; and in the whole of Iris

behaviour seemed to express the most vigilant
sense of his patron's goodness and generosity : nay,
to such a degree had these sentiments, in all appear-
ance, operated upon his reflection, that one morn-
ing, while he supposed the Count asleep, he crept
softly to his bed-side, and gently kissing his hand,
which happened to be uncovered, pronounced, in a
low voice, a most fervent prayer in his behalf, be-
seeching heaven to shower down blessings upon
him, as the widow's friend and the orphan's father.
This benediction was not lost upon the Count, who
chanced to be awake, and heard it with admiration

;

but what rivetted Ferdinand in his good graces, was
a discovery that our youth made, while his master
was upon duty in the trenches before Belgrade.
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Two foot soldiers, standing sentry near the door

of the tent, -were captivated with the sight of some
valuable moveables belonging to it; and supposing,

in their great -wisdom, that the city of Belgrade was
too well fortified to be taken during that campaign,

they came to a resolution of withdrawing them-

selves from the severe service of the trenches, by
deserting to the enemy, after they should have

rifled Count Melvill's tent of the furniture by which

they were so powerfully allured. The particulars

of this plan were concerted in the French language,

which, they imagined, would screen them from all

risk of being detected, in case they should be over-

heard, though, as there was no living creature in

sight, they had no reason to believe that any person

was privy to their conversation. Nevertheless,

they were mistaken in both these conjectures. The
conference reached the ears of Fathom, who was at

the other end of the tent, and had perceived the

eager looks with which they considered some parts

of the furniture. He had penetration enough to

suspect their desire, and alarmed by that suspicion,

listened attentively to their discourse; which, from
a slender knowledge in the French tongue, he had
the good fortune partly to understand.

This important piece of intelligence he communi-
cated to the Count at his return, and measures were
immediately taken to defeat the design, and make
an example of the authors, who being permitted to

load themselves with the booty, were apprehended
in their retreat, and punished with death according

to their demerits.

CHAPTER V.

A brief detail of his Education.

Nothing could have more seasonably happened to

confirm the good opinion which the colonel enter-

tained of Ferdinand's principles. His intentions

towards the boy grew every day more and more
warm ; and immediately after the peace of Passaro-

witz, he retired to his own house at Presburgh, and
presented young Fathom to his lady, not only as

the son of a person to whom he owed his life, but

also as a lad who merited his peculiar protection

and regard by his own personal virtue. The
countess, -who was an Hungarian, received him with
great kindness and affability, and her son was
ravished with the prospect of enjoying such a com-
panion. In short, fortune seemed to have provided
for him an asylum, in which he might be safely

trained up, and suitably prepared for more im-
portant scenes of life than any of his ancestors had
ever known.
He was not, in all respects, entertained on the

footing of his young master ; yet he shared in all

his education and amusements, as one whom the old

gentleman was fully determined to qualify for the

station of an officer in the service ; and if he did
not eat with the Count, he was every day regaled
with choice bits from his table; holding, as it were,
a middle place between the rank of a relation and
favourite domestic. Although his patron main-
tained a tutor in the house, to superintend the con-
duct of his heir, he committed the charge of his

learning to the instructions of a public school

;

where he imagined the boy would imbibe a laudable
spirit of emulation among his fellows, which could
not fail of turning out to the advantage of his
education. Ferdinand was entered in the same
academy; and the two lads proceeded equally in

the paths of erudition; a mutual friendship and

intimacy soon ensued, and, notwithstanding the

levity and caprice commonly discernible in the

behaviour of such boys, very few or rather no
quarrels happened in the course of their communi-
cation. Yet their dispositions were altogether

different, and their talents unlike. Nay, this dissim-

ilarity was the very bond of their union ; because it

prevented that jealousy and rivalship which often

interrupts the harmon}- of twowarm contemporaries.

The young Count made extraordinary progress

in the exercises of the school, though he seemed to

take very little pains in the cultivation of his

studies ; and became a perfect hero in all the athletic

diversions of his fellow-scholars ;
but, at the same

time, exhibited such a bashful appearance and un-

couth address, that his mother despaired of ever

seeing him improved into any degree of polite be-

haviour. On the other hand, Fathom, who was in

point of learning a mere dunce, became, even in

his childhood, remarkable among the ladies for his

genteel deportment and vivacity ;
they admired the

proficiency he made under the directions of his

dancing-master, the air with w hich he performed

his obeisance at his entrance and exit ; and were

charmed with the agreeable assurance and lively

sallies of his conversation ; while they expressed

the utmost concern and disgust at the boorish

demeanour of his companion, whose extorted bows
resembled the pawings of a mule, who hung his

head in silence like a detected sheep-stealer, who
sat in company under the most awkward expressions

of constraint, and whose discourse never exceeded

the simple monosyllables of negation and assent.

In vain did all the females of the family propose

to him young Fathom, as a pattern and reproach.

He remained unaltered by all their efforts and ex-

postulations, and allowed our adventurer to enjoy

the triumph of his praise, while he himself was
conscious of his own superiority in those qualifica-

tions which seemed of more real importance than

the mere exteriors and forms of life. His present

ambition was not to make a figure at his father's

table, but to eclipse his rivals at school, and to

acquire an influence and authority among these

confederates. Nevertheless, Fathom might possibly

have fallen under his displeasure or contempt, had
not that pliant genius found means to retain his

friendship by seasonable compliances and submis-

sion ; for the sole study, or at least the chief aim
of Ferdinand, was to make himself necessary and
agreeable to those on whom his dependence was
placed. His talent was in this particular suited to

his inclination ; he seemed to have inherited it

from his mother's womb ; and, without all doubt,

would have raised upon it a most admirable super-

structure of fortune and applause, had not it been
inseparably yoked with a most insidious principle

of self-love, that grew up with him from the cradle,

and left no room in his heart for the least particle

of social virtue. This last, however, he knew so

well how to counterfeit, by means of a large share

of ductility and dissimulation, that, surely, he was
calculated by nature to dupe even the most cautious,

and gratify his appetites, by levying contributions

on all mankind.
So little are the common instructors of youth

qualified to judge the capacities of those who are

under their tutelage and care, that Fathom, by dint

of his insinuating arts, made shift to pass upon the

schoolmaster as a lad of quick parts, in despite of a
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natural inaptitude to retain his lessons, -which all

his industry could never overcome. In order to
remedy, or rather to cloak this defect in his under-
standing, he had always recourse to the friendship
of the young Count, who freely permitted him to

transcribe his exercises, until a small accident hap-
pened, which had well nigh put a stop to these
instances of his generosity.—The adventure, incon-
siderable as it is, we shall record, as the first overt
act of Ferdinand's true character, as well as an
illustration of the opinion we have advanced touch-
ing the blind and injudicious decisions of a right
pedagogue.
Among other tasks imposed by the pedant upon

the form to which our two companions belonged,
they were one evening ordered to translate a chapter
of Caesar's Commentaries. Accordingly the young
Count went to work, and performed the under-
taking with great elegance and despatch. Fathom,
having spent the night in more effeminate amuse-
ments, was next morning so much hurried for want
of time, that in his transcription he neglected to
insert a few variations from the text, these being
the terms on which he was allowed to use it ; so
that it was verbatim a copy of the original. As
those exercises were always delivered in a heap,
subscribed with the several names of the boys to
whom they belonged, the schoolmaster chanced to
peruse the version of Ferdinand, before he looked
into any of the rest, and could not help bestowing
upon it particular marks of approbation. The next
that fell under his examination was that of the
young Count, when he immediately perceived the
sameness, and, far from imputing it to the true
cause, upbraided him with having copied the exer-
cise of our adventurer, and insisted upon chastising
him upon the spot for his want of application.
Had not the young gentleman thought his honour

was concerned, he would have submitted to the
punishment without murmuring ; but he inherited,
from his parents, the pride of two fierce nations,
and being overwhelmed with reproaches for that
which he imagined ought to have redounded to his
glory, he could not brook the indignity, and boldly
affirmed, that he himself was the original, to whom
Ferdinand was beholden for his performance. The
schoolmaster, nettled to find himself mistaken in
his judgment, resolved that the Count should have
no cause to exult in the discovery he had made,
and, like a true flogger, actually whipped him for
having allowed Fathom to copy his exercise. Nay,
in the hope of vindicating his own penetration, he
took an opportunity of questioning Ferdinand in
private concerning the circumstances of the transla-
tion, and our hero, perceiving his drift, gave him
such artful and ambiguous answers, as persuaded
him that the young Count had acted the part of a
plagiary, and that the other had been restrained
from doing himself justice, by the consideration of
his own dependence.

This profound director did not fail, in honour of
his own discernment, to whisper about the mis-
representation, as an instance of the young Count's
insolence, and Fathom's humility and good sense.
The story was circulated among the servants, espe-
cially the maids belonging to the family, whose
favour our hero had acquired by his engaging
behaviour ; and at length it reached the ears of his
patron, who, incensed at his son's presumption and
inhospitality, called him to a severe account, when
the young gentleman absolutely denied the truth of

the allegation, and appealed to the evidence of
Fathom himself. Our adventurer was accordingly
summoned by the father, and encouraged to declare
the truth, with an assurance of his constant pro-

tection ; upon which Ferdinand very wisely fell

upon his knees, and, while the tears gushed from
his eyes, acquitted the young Count of the imputa-
tion, and expressed his apprehension, that the report

had been spread by some of his enemies, who wanted
to prejudice him in the opinion of his patron.

The old gentleman was not satisfied of his son's

integrity by this declaration
;
being naturally of a

generous disposition, highly prepossessed in favour
of the poor orphan, and chagrined at the unpro-
mising appearance of his heir, he suspected that

Fathom was overawed by the fear of giving offence,

and that, notwithstanding what he had said, the
case really stood as it had been represented. In
this persuasion, he earnestly exhorted his son to

resist and combat with any impulse he might feel

within himself, tending to selfishness, fraud, or im-
position ; to encourage every sentiment of candour
and benevolence, and to behave with moderation and
affability to all his fellow-creatures. He laid upon
him strong injunctions, not without a mixture of
threats, to consider Fathom as the object of his

peculiar regard ; to respect him as the son of the
Count's preserver, as a Briton, a stranger, and,
above all, an helpless orphan, to whom the rights

of hospitality were doubly due.

Such admonitions were not lost upon the youth,
who, under the rough husk of his personal exhibi-
tion, possessed a large share of generous sensibility.

Without any formal professions to his father, he
resolved to govern himself according to his remon-
strances

;
and, far from conceiving the least spark

of animosity against Fathom, he looked upon the
poor boy as the innocent cause of his disgrace, and
redoubled his kindness towards him, that his honour
might never again be called in question, upon the
same subject. Nothing is more liable to miscon-
struction than an act of uncommon generosity ; one
half of the world mistake the motive, from want of
ideas to conceive an instance of beneficence that
soars so high above the level of their own senti-

ments ; and the rest suspect it of something sinister

or selfish, from the suggestions of their own sordid
and vicious inclinations. The young Count sub-
jected himself to such misinterpretation, among
those who observed the increased warmth of civility

and complaisance in his behaviour to Ferdinand.
They ascribed it to his desire of still profiting by
our adventurer's superior talents, by which alone
they supposed him enabled to maintain any degree
of reputation at school ; or to the fear of being
convicted by him of some misdemeanor of which
he knew himself guilty. These suspicions were
not effaced by the conduct of Ferdinand, who, when
examined on the subject, managed his answers in
such a manner, as confirmed their conjectures,
while he pretended to refute them, and at the same
time acquired to himself credit for his extraordinary
discretion and self-denial.

If he exhibited such a. proof of sagacity in the
twelfth year of his age, what might not be expected
from his finesse in the maturity of his facilities and
experience? Thus secured in the good graces of
the whole family, he saw the days of his puerility
glide along in the most agreeable elapse of caresses
and amusement. He never fairly plunged into the
stream of school-education, but, by floating on the



474 THE ADVENTURES OF

surface, imbibed a small tincture of those different

sciences which his master pretended to teach. In

short, he resembled those vagrant swallows that

skim along the level of some pool or river, without

venturing to wet one feather in their wings, except

in the accidental pursuit of an inconsiderable fly.

Yet, though his capacity or inclination was unsuited

for studies of this kind, he did not fail to manifest

a perfect genius in the acquisition of other more
profitable arts. Over and above the accomplish-

ments of address, for which he hath been already

celebrated, he excelled all his fellows in his dex-

terity at fives and billiards ; was altogether un-

rivalled in his skill at draughts and backgammon
;

began, even at these years, to understand the

moves and schemes of chess ; and made himself a

mere adept in the mystery of cards, which he

learned in the course of his assiduities and attention

to the females of the house.

CHAPTER VI.

He meditates Schemes of Importance.

It was in these parties that he attracted the notice

and friendship of his patron's daughter, a girl by
two years older than himself, who was not insen-

sible to his qualifications, and looked upon him
with the most favourable eyes of prepossession.

AVhether or not he at this period of his life began

to project plans for availing himself of her sus-

ceptibility, is uncertain ; but, without all doubt,

he cultivated her esteem with as obsequious and

submissive attention as if he had already formed

the design, which, in his advanced age, he attempted

to put in execution.

Divers circumstances conspired to promote him
in the favour of this young lady ; the greenness of

his years secured him from any appearance of fal-

lacious aim ; so that he was indulged in frequent

opportunities of conversing with his young mis-

tress, whose parents encouraged this communica-
tion, by which they hoped she would improve in

speaking the language of her father. Such con-

nexions naturally produce intimacy and friendship.

Fathom's person was agreeable, his talents calcu-

lated for the meridian of those parties, and his

manners so engaging, that there would have been

no just subject for wonder, had he made an im-

pression upon the tender unexperienced heart of

Mademoiselle de Melvil, whose beauty was not so

attractive as to extinguish his hope, in raising up a

number of formidable rivals
;
though her expecta-

tions of fortune were such as commonly lend addi-

tional lustre to personal merit.

All these considerations were so many steps to-

wards the success of Ferdinand's pretensions ; and

though he cannot be supposed to hare perceived

them at first, he in the sequel seemed perfectly

well apprised of his advantages, and used them to

the full extent of his faculties. Observing that she

delighted in music, he betook himself to the study

of that art, and, by dint of application and a toler-

able ear, learned of himself to accompany her with

a German flute, while she sung and played upon
the harpsichord. The Count, seeing his inclination,

and the progress he had made, resolved that his

capacity should not be lost for want of cultivation ;

and accordingly provided him with a master, by
whom he was instructed in the principles of the art,

and soon became a proficient in playing upon the
violin.

In the practice of these improvements and
avocations, and in attendance upon his young
master, whom he took care never to disoblige or

neglect, he attained to the age of sixteen, without

feeling the least abatement in the friendship and
generosity of those upon whom he depended ; but,

on the contrary, receiving every day fresh marks
of their bounty and regard. He had before this

time been smit with the ambition of making a con-

quest of the young lady's heart, and foresaw mani-
fold advantages to himself in becoming son-in-law

to Count Melvil, who, he never doubted, would
soon be reconciled to the match, if once it could be

effectuated without his knowledge. Although he
thought he had great reason to believe that Made-
moiselle looked upon him with an eye of peculiar

favour, his disposition was happily tempered with

an ingredient of caution, that hindered him from
acting with precipitation ; and he had discerned in

the young lady's deportment certain indications of

loftiness and pride, which kept him in the utmost
vigilance and circumspection ; for he knew, that,

by a premature declaration, he should run the risk

of forfeiting all the advantages he had gained, and
blasting those expectations that now blossomed so

gaily in his heart.

Restricted by these reflections, he acted at a
wary distance, and determined to proceed by the

method of sap, and, summoning all his artifice and
attractions to his aid, employed them under the in-

sidious cover of profound respect, in order to

undermine those bulwarks of haughtiness or dis-

cretion, which otherwise might have rendered his

approaches to her impracticable. With a view to

enhance the value of his company, and sound her

sentiments at the same time, he became more
reserved than usual, and seldomer engaged in her
parties of music and cards ; yet, in the midst of

his reserve, he never failed in those demonstrations

of reverence and regard, which he knew perfectly

well how to express, but devised such excuses for

his absence, as she could not help admitting. In
consequence of this affected shyness, she more than

once gently chid him for his neglect and indiffer-

ence, observing, with an ironical air, that he was
now too much of a man to be entertained with such

effeminate diversions ; but her reproofs were pro-

nounced with too much ease and good humour to

be agreeable to our hero, who desired to see her

ruffled and chagrined at his absence, and to hear

himself rebuked with an angry affectation of dis-

dain. This effort, therefore, he reinforced with the

most captivating carriage he could assume, in those

hours which he now so sparingly bestowed upon
his mistress. He regaled her with all the entertain-

ing stories he could learn or invent, particularly

such as he thought would justify and recommend
the levelling power of love, that knows no distinc-

tions of fortune. He sung nothing but tender airs

and passionate complaints, composed by desponding

or despairing swains ; and, to render his perfor-

mances of this kind the more pathetic, interlarded

them with some seasonable sighs, while the tears,

which he had ever at command, stood collected in

either eye.

It was impossible for her to overlook such studied

emotions ; she in a jocose manner taxed him with

having lost his heart, rallied the excess of his passion,

and in a merry strain undertook to be an advocate

for his love. Her behaviour w as still wide of his

wish and expectation. He thought she would, in
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consequence of her discovery, have betrayed some
interested symptom ; that her face would have un-
dergone some favourable suffusion ; that her tongue
would have faltered, her breast heaved, and her whole
deportment betokened internal agitation and dis-

order , in which case, he meant to profit by the happy
impression, and declare himself, before she could
possibly recollect the dictates of her pride.—Baffled

however in his endeavours, by the serenity of the

young lady, which he still deemed equivocal, he had
recourse to another experiment, by which he believed
he should make a discovery of her sentiments be-
yond all possibility of doubt. One day, while he
accompanied Mademoiselle in her exercise of music,
he pretended all of a sudden to be taken ill, and
counterfeited a swoon in her apartment. Surprised
at this accident, she screamed aloud, but far from
running to his assistance, with the transports and
distraction of a lover, she ordered her maid, who
was present, to support his head, and went in person
to call for more help. He was accordingly removed
to his own chamber, where, willing to be still more
certified of her inclinations, he prolonged the farce,

and laying groaning under the pretence of a severe
fever.

The whole family was alarmed upon this oc-
casion

;
for, as we have already observed, he was

an universal favourite. He was immediately visited

by the old Count and his lady, who expressed the
utmost concern at his distemper, ordered him to be
carefully attended, and sent for a physician without
loss of time. The young gentleman would scarce
stir from his bedside, where he ministered unto
him with all the demonstrations of brotherly
affection ; and Miss exhorted him to keep up his

spirits, with many expressions of unreserved sym-
pathy and regard. Nevertheless, he saw nothing
in her behaviour but what might be naturally
expected from common friendship, and a com-
passionate disposition, and was very much mortified
at his disappointment.

Whether the miscarriage actually affected his

constitution, or the doctor happened to be mistaken
in his diagnostics, we shall not pretend to determine

;

but the patient was certainly treated secundum artem,
and all his complaints in a little time realized ; for
the physician, like a true graduate, had an eye to

the apothecary in his prescriptions ; and such was
the concern and scrupulous care with which our
hero was attended, that the orders of the faculty
were performed with the utmost punctuality. He
was blooded, vomited, purged, and blistered, in the
usual forms (for the physicians of Hungary are
generally as well skilled in the arts of their occu-
pation as any other' leeches under the sun), and
swallowed a whole dispensary of bolusses, draughts,
and apozems, by which means he became fairly

delirious in three days, and so untractable, that he
could be no longer managed according to rule ;

otherwise, in all likelihood, the world would never
have enjoyed the benefit of these adventures. In
short, his constitution, though unable to cope with
two such formidable antagonists as the doctor and
the disease he had conjured up, was no sooner rid

of the one, than it easily got the better of the other
;

and though Ferdinand, after all, found his grand
aim unaccomplished, his malady was productive of
a. consequence, which, though he had not foreseen
it, he did not fail to convert to his own use and
advantage

.
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CHAPTER VII.

Engages in Partnership with a female Associate, in order to

put his Talents in action.

While he displayed his qualifications in order to

entrap the heart of his young mistress, he had
unwittingly enslaved the affections of her maid.
This attendant was also a favourite of the young
lady, and, though her senior by two or three good
years at least, unquestionably her superior in point
of personal beauty ; she moreover possessed a good
stock of cunningand discernment, and was furnished
by nature with a very amorous complexion. These
circumstances being premised, the reader will not
be surprised to find her smitten by those uncommon
qualifications which we have celebrated in young
Fathom. She had in good sooth long sighed in

secret, under the powerful influence of his charms,
and practised upon him all those little arts, by
which a woman strives to attract the admiration,
and ensnare the heart of a man she loves ; but
all his faculties were employed upon the plan
which he had already projected ; that was the goal
of his whole attention, to which all his measures
tended ; and whether or not he perceived the im-
pression he had made upon Teresa, he never gave
her the least reason to believe he was conscious of
his victory, until he found himself baffled in his

design upon the heart of her mistress.—She there-
fore persevered in her distant attempts to allure

him, with the usual coquetries of dress and address,
and in the sweet hope of profiting by his suscepti-

bility, made shift to suppress her feelings, and keep
her passion within bounds, until his supposed danger
alarmed her fears, and raised such a tumult within
her breast, that she could no longer conceal her love,
but gave a loose to her sorrow in the most im-
moderate expressions of anguish and affliction, and,
while his delirium lasted, behaved with all the
agitation of a despairing shepherdess.
Ferdinand was, or pretended to be, the last person

in the family who understood the situation of her
thoughts ; when he perceived her passion, he entered
into deliberation with himself, and tasked his re-

flection and foresight, in order to discover how best
he might convert this conquest to his own advantage.
Here, then, that we may neglect no opportunity of
doing justice to our hero, it will be proper to

observe, that, howsoever unapt his understanding
might be to receive and retain the usual culture of
the schools, he was naturally a genius self-taught, in

point of sagacity and invention.—He dived into the
characters of mankind, with a penetration peculiar
to himself, and, had he been admitted as a pupil in
any political academy, would have certainly become
one of the ablest statesmen in Europe.
Having revolved all the probable consequences of

such a connexion, he determined to prosecute an
amour with the lady whose affection he had subdued

;

because he hoped to interest her as an auxiliary in
his grand scheme upon Mademoiselle, which he did
not as yet think proper to lay aside ; lor he was not
more ambitious in the plan, than indefatigable in
the prosecution of it. He knew it would be im-
possible to execute his aims upon the Count's
daughter under the eye of Teresa, whose natural
discernment would be whetted with jealousy, and
who would watch his conduct, and thwart his
progress with all the vigilance and spite of a
slighted maiden. On the other hand, he did not
doubt of being able to bring her over to his
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interest, by the influence he had already gained, or
might afterwards acquire over her passions ; in

which case, she would effectually espouse his cause,

and employ her good offices with her mistress in

his behalf; besides, he was induced by another
motive, which, though secondary, did not fail in

this case to have an effect upon his determination.

He looked upon Teresa with the eyes of appetite,

which he longed to gratify ; for he was not at all

dead to the instigations of the flesh, though he had
philosophy enough to resist them, when he thought
they interfered with his interest. Here the case was
quite different. His desire happened to be upon the

side of his advantage, and therefore, resolving to

indulge it, he no sooner found himself in a con-
dition to manage such an adventure, than he
began to make gradual advances in point of

warmth and particular complacency to the love-

sick maid.

He first of all thanked her, in the most grateful

terms, for the concern she had manifested at his

distemper, and the kind services he had received

from her during the course of it ; he treated her
upon all occasions with unusual affability and re-

gard, assiduously courted her acquaintance and
conversation, and contracted an intimacy that in a
little time produced a declaration of love. Although
her heart was too much intendered to hold out
against all the forms of assault, far from yielding at

discretion, she stood upon honourable terms, with
great obstinacy of punctilio, and, while she owned
he was master of her inclinations, gave him to

understand, with a peremptory and resolute air,

that he should never make a conquest of her virtue

;

observing, that, if the passion he professed was
genuine, he would not scruple to give such a proof

of it as would at once convince her of his sincerity

;

and that he could have no just cause to refuse her
that satisfaction, she being his equal in point of

birth and situation ; for, if he was the companion
and favourite of the young Count, she was the

friend and confidant of Mademoiselle.

He acknowledged the strength of her argument,
and that her condescension was greater than his

deserts, but objected against the proposal, as in-

finitely prejudicial to the fortunes of them both.

He represented the state of dependence in which
they mutually stood ; their utter incapacity to

support one another under the consequences of a

precipitate match, clandestinely made, without the

consent and concurrence of their patrons. He
displayed, with great eloquence, all those gay ex-

pectations they had reason to entertain, from that

eminent degree of favour which they had already

secured in the family ; and set forth, in the most
alluring colours, those enchanting scenes of pleasure

they might enjoy in each other, without that dis-

agreeable consciousness of a nuptial chain, provided

she would be his associate in the execution of a

plan which he had projected for their reciprocal

convenience.
Having thus inflamed her love of pleasure and

curiosity, he, with great caution, hinted his

design upon the young lady's fortune, and, per-

ceiving her listening with the most greedy atten-

tion, and perfectly ripe for the conspiracy, he
disclosed his intention at full length, assuring her,

with the most solemn protestations of love and at-

tachment, that, could he once make himself legal

possessor of an estate which Mademoiselle inherited

by the will of a deceased aunt, his dear Teresa

should reap the happy fruits of his affluence, and
wholly engross his time and attention.

Such a base declaration our hero would not have
ventured to make, had he not implicitly believed
the damsel was as great a latitudinarian as himself,

in point of morals and principle; and been well
assured, that, though he should be mistaken in her
way of thinking, so far as to be threatened with a
detection of his purpose, he would always have it

in his power to refute her accusation as mere
calumny, by the character he had hitherto main-
tained, and the circumspection of his future con-
duct.

He seldom or never erred in his observations on
the human heart. Teresa, instead of disapproving,
relished the plan in general, with demonstrations
of singular satisfaction. She at once conceived all

the advantageous consequences of such a scheme,
and perceived in it only one flaw, which, however,
she did not think incurable. This defect was no
other than a sufficient bond of union, by which
they might be effectually tied down to their mutual
interest. She foresaw, that, in case Ferdinand
should obtain possession of the prize, he might,
with great ease, deny their contract, and disavow
her claim of participation. She therefore demanded
security, and proposed, as a preliminary of the

agreement, that he should privately take her to

wife, with a view to dispel all her apprehensions of

his inconstancy or deceit, as such a previous en-

gagement would be a check upon his behaviour,

and keep him strictly to the letter of their con-

tract.

He could not help subscribing to the righteous-

ness of this proposal, which, nevertheless, he would
have willingly waved, on the supposition that they
could not possibly be joined in the bands of wed-
lock with such secresy as the nature of the case

absolutely required. This would have been a diffi-

culty soon removed, had the scene of the transac-

tion been laid in the metropolis of England, where
passengers are plied in the streets by clergymen,
who prostitute their characters and consciences for

hire, in defiance of all decency and law ; but in the

kingdom of Hungary, ecclesiastics are more scru-

pulous in the exercise of their function, and the

objection was, or supposed to be, altogether insur-

mountable ; so that they were fain to have recourse

to an expedient, with which, after some hesitation,

our she-adventurer was satisfied. They joined

hands in the sight of Heaven, which they called to

witness, and to judge the sincerity of their vows,

and engaged, in a voluntary oath, to confirm their

union by the sanction of the church, whenever a

convenient opportunity for so doing should occur.

The scruples of Teresa being thus removed, she

admitted Ferdinand to the privileges of a husband,

which he enjoyed in stolen interviews, and readily

undertook to exert her whole power in promoting
his suit with her young mistress, because she now
considered his interest as inseparably connected

with her own. Surely nothing could be more ab-

surd or preposterous than the articles of this cove-

nant, which she insisted upon with such inflexibility.

How could she suppose that her pretended lover

would be restrained by an oath, when the very oc-

casion of incurring it was an intention to act in

violation of all laws human and divine ? and yet

such ridiculous conjuration is commonly the ce-

ment of every conspiracy, how dark, how treacher-

ous, how impious soever it may be : a certain sign
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that there are some remains of religion left in the
human mind, even after every moral sentiment hath
abandoned it ; and that the most execrable ruffian

finds means to quiet the suggestions of his con-
science, by some reversionary hope of Heaven's
forgiveness.

CHAPTER VHI.
Their first Attempt ; with a DigressioTi which some Readers

may think impertinent.

Be this as it will, our lovers, though real volup-
tuaries, amidst the first transports of their enjoy-
ment did not neglect the great political aim of
their conjunction. Teresa's bed-chamber, to which
our hero constantly repaired at midnight, was the
scene of their deliberations, and there it was de-
termined that the damsel, in order to avoid suspi-
cion, should feign herself irritated at the indifference
of Ferdinand, her passion for whom was by this
time no secret in the family ; and that, with a view
to countenance this affectation, he should upon all

occasions treat her with an air of loftiness and
disdain.

So screened from all imputation of fraud, she
was furnished by him with artful instructions how
to sound the inclinations of her young mistress,
how to recommend his person and qualifications by
the sure methods of contradiction, comparisons, re-
vilings, and reproach ; how to watch the paroxysms
of her disposition, inflame her passions, and im-
prove, for his advantage, those moments of frailty
from which no woman is exempted. In short, this
consummate politician taught his agent to poison
the young lady's mind with insidious conversation,
tending to inspire her with the love of guilty plea-
sure, to debauch her sentiments, and confound her
ideas of dignity and virtue. After all, the task is

not difficult to lead the unpractised heart astray,
by dint of those opportunities her seducer possessed.
The seeds of insinuation seasonably sown upon the
warm luxuriant soil of youth, could hardly fail of
shooting up into such intemperate desires as he
wanted to produce, especially when cultured and
cherished in her unguarded hours, by that stimu-
lating discourse which familiarity admits, and the
looser passions, ingrafted in every breast, are apt
to relish and excuse.
Fathom had previously reconnoitred the ground,

and discovered some marks of inflammability in
Mademoiselle's constitution ; her beauty was not
such as to engage her in those gaities of amuse-
ment which could flatter her vanity and dissipate
her ideas

; and she was of an age when the little
loves and young desires take possession of the
fancy; he therefore concluded, that she had the
more leisure to indulge these enticing images of
pleasure that youth never fails to create, par-
ticularly in those who, like her, were addicted to
solitude and study.

Teresa, full fraught with the wily injunctions of
her confederate, took the field, and opened the
campaign with such remarkable sourness in her
aspect when Ferdinand appeared, that her young
lady could not help taking notice of her affected
chagrin, and asked the reason of such apparent
alteration in her way of thinking. Prepared for
this question, the other replied, in a manner calcu-
lated for giving Mademoiselle to understand, that,
whatever impressions Ferdinand might have for-
merly made on her heart, they were now altoge-

ther effaced by the pride and insolence with which
he had received her advances ; and that her breast
now glowed with all the revenge of a slighted
lover.

To evince the sincerity of this declaration, she
bitterly inveighed against him, and even affected
to depreciate those talents, in which she knew his
chief merit to consist

; hoping, by these means, to
interest Mademoiselle's candour in his defence. So
far the train succeeded. That young lady's love
for truth was offended at the calumnies that were
vented against Ferdinand in his absence. She
chid her woman for the rancour of her remarks,
and undertook to refute the articles of his dispraise.
Teresa supported her own assertions with great
obstinacy, and a dispute ensued, in which her mis-
tress was heated into some extravagant commenda-
tions of our adventurer.

His supposed enemy did not fail to make a
report of her success, and to magnify every advan-
tage they had gained

; believing, in good earnest,
that her lady's warmth was the effect of a real pas-
sion for the fortunate Mr. Fathom. But he himself
viewed the adventure in a different light, and
rightly imputed the violence of Mademoiselle's be-
haviour to the contradiction she had sustained
from her maid, or to the fire of her natural gene-
rosity glowing in behalf of innocence traduced.
Nevertheless, he was perfectly well pleased with the
nature of the contest

; because, in the course of
such debates, he foresaw that he should become
habitually her hero, and that, in time, she would
actually believe those exaggerations of his merit,
which she herself had feigned, for the honour of
her own arguments.

This presage, founded upon that principle of
self-respect, without which no individual exists,
may certainly be justified by manifold occurrences
in life. We ourselves have known a very preg-
nant example, which we shall relate, for the emo-
lument of the reader. A certain needy author
having found means to present a manuscript to one
of those sons of fortune who are dignified with the
appellation of patrons, instead of reaping that ap-
plause and advantage with which he had regaled
his fancy, had the; mortification to find his perform-
ance treated with infinite irreverence and contempt

;

and, in high dudgeon and disappointment, appealed
to the judgment of another critic, who, he knew
had no veneration for the first.

This common consolation, to which all baffled
authors have recourse, was productive of very
happy consequences to our bard

;
for, though the

opinions of both judges concerning the piece were
altogether the same, the latter, either out of com-
passion to the appellant, or desire of rendering his
rival ridiculous in the eye of taste, undertook to
repair the misfortune, and in this manner executed
the plan. In a meeting of literati, to which both
these wits belonged, he who had espoused the poet's
cause, having previously desired another member
to bring his composition on the carpet, no sooner
heard it mentioned, than he began to censure it
with flagrant marks of scorn, and, with an ironical
air, looking at its first condemner, observed, that
he must be furiously infected with the rage of
patronizing, who could take such a deplorable per-
formance into his protection. The sarcasm took
effect.

The person against whom it was levelled taking
umbrage at his presumption, assumed an aspect of
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disdain, and replied with great animosity, that no-

thing was more easily supported than the character

of a Zoilus, because no production was altogether

free from blemishes ; and any man might pronounce

against any piece by the lump, without interesting

his own discernment ; but to perceive the beauties

of a work, it was requisite to have learning, judg-

ment, and taste ; and therefore he did not wonder

that the gentleman had overlooked a great many in

the composition which he so contemptuously decried.

A rejoinder succeeded this reply, and produced a

long train of altercation, in which the gentleman,

who had formerly treated the book with such dis-

respect, now professed himself its passionate ad-

mirer, and held forth in praise of it with great

warth and elocution.

Not contented with having exhibited this instance

of regard, he next morning sent a message to the

owner, importing, that he had but superficially

glanced over the manuscript, and desiring the fa-

vour of perusing it a second time. Being indulged

in this request, he recommended it in terms of rap-

ture to all his friends and dependents, and, by dint

of unwearied solicitation, procured a very ample

subscription for the author.

But, to resume the thread of our story. Teresa's

practices were not confined to simple defamation.

Her reproaches were contrived so as to imply some
intelligence in favour of the person she reviled. In

exemplifying his pertness and arrogance, she re-

peated his witty repartee ; on pretence of blaming

his ferocity, she recounted proofs of his spirit and

prowess ; and, in explaining the source of his vanity,

gave her mistress to understand, that a certain

young lady of fashion was said to be enamoured of

his person. Nor did this well-instructed under-

strapper omit those other parts of her cue which

the principal judged necessary for the furtherance

of his scheme. Her conversation became less

guarded, and took a freer turn than usual ; she

seized all opportunities of introducing little amorous

stories, the greatest part of which were invented

for the purposes of warming her passions, and lower-

ing the price of chastity in her esteem ; for she

represented all the young lady's contemporaries in

point of age and situation, as so many sensualists,

who, without scruple, indulged themselves in the

stolen pleasures of youth.

Meanwhile, Ferdinand seconded these endeavours

with his whole industry and address. He redoubled,

if possible, his deference and respect, whetting his

assiduity to the keenest edge of attention ; and, in

short, regulated his dress, conversation, and deport-

ment, according to the fancy, turn, and prevailing

humour of his young mistress. He, moreover, at-

tempted to profit by her curiosity, which he knew
to be truly feminine; and having culled from the

library of his patron certain dangerous books, cal-

culated to debauch the minds of young people, left

them occasionally upon the table in his apartment,

after having directed Teresa to pick them up, as if

by accident, in his absence, and carry them off for

the entertainment of Mademoiselle ;
nay, this crafty

projector found means to furnish his associate

with some mischievous preparations, which were

mingled in her chocolate, tea, or coffee, as provo-

cations to warm her constitution ; yet all these

machinations, ingenious as they were, failed, not

only in fulfilling their aim, but even in shaking the

foundations of her virtue or pride, which stood their

assaults unmoved, like a strong tower built upon a

rock, impregnable to all the tempestuous blasts of

heaven.

Not but that the conspirators were more than

once mistaken in the effects of their artifices, and
disposed to applaud themselves on the progress they

had made. When at any time she expressed a de-

sire to examine those performances which were

laid before her as snares to entrap her chastity, they

attributed that, which was no other than curiosity,

to a looseness of sentiment ; and when she disco-

vered no aversion to hear those anecdotes concern-

ing the frailty of her neighbours, they imputed to

abatement of chastity that satisfaction which was

the result of self-congratulation on her own supe-

rior virtue.

So far did the treacherous accomplice of Fathom
presume upon these misconstructions, that she at

length divested her tongue of all restraint, and be-

haved in such a manner, that the young lady, con-

founded and incensed at her indecency and impu-

dence, rebuked her with great severity, and com-

manded her to reform her discourse, on pain of

being dismissed with disgrace from her service.

CHAPTER IX.

The Confederates change their Battery, and achieve a re-

markable Adventure.

Thunderstruck at this disappointment, the con-

federates held a council, in order to deliberate upon

the next measures that should be taken ; and Fer-

dinand, for the present, despairing of accomplish-

ing his grand aim, resolved to profit in another

manner, by the conveniency of his situation. He
represented to his help-mate, that it would be pru-

dent for them to make hay while the sun shone, as

their connexion might be sooner or later discovered,

and an end put to all those opportunities which they

now so happily enjoyed. All principles of mora-

lity had been already excluded from their former

plan
;
consequently he found it an easy task to in-

terest Teresa in any other scheme tending to their

mutual advantage, howsoever w'eked and perfidious

it might be. He therefore persuaded her to be his

auxiliary in defrauding Mademoiselle at play, and

gave her suitable directions for that purpose ; and

even tutored her how to abuse the trust reposed in

her, by embezzling the young lady's effects, with-

out incurring the suspicion of dishonesty.

On the supposition that every servant in the

house was not able to resist such temptation, the

purse of her mistress, to which the maid had always

access, was dropped in a passage which the domes-

tics had occasion to frequent ; and Fathom posted

himself in a convenient place, in order to observe

the effect of his stratagem. Here he was not dis-

appointed in his conjecture. The first person who
chanced to pass that way, was one of the chamber-

maids, with whom Teresa had lived for some time

in a state of inveterate enmity, because the wench

had failed in that homage and respect which was

paid to her by the rest of the servants.

Ferdinand had, in his heart, espoused the quarrel

of his associate, and longed for an occasion to deli-

ver her from the malicious observance of such an

antagonist. When he, therefore, saw her approach,

his heart throbbed with joyful expectations ;
but,

when she snatched up the purse, and thrust it in

her bosom, with all the eagerness and confusion of

one determined to appropriate the windfall to her

own use, his transports were altogether unspeak-
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able. He traced her to her own apartment, whither
she immediately retreated with great trepidation, aDd
then communicated the discovery to Teresa, together
with instructions how to behave in the sequel.

In conformity with these lessons, she took the
first opportunity of going to Mademoiselle, and
demanding money for some necessary expense, that
the loss might be known before the finder could
have leisure to make any fresh conveyance of the
prize

;
and, in the mean time, Ferdinand kept a

strict eye upon the motions of the chambermaid.
The young lady, having rummaged her pockets in
vain, expressed some surprise at the loss of her
purse ; upon which her attendant gave indications
of extreme amazement and concern. She said, it

could not possibly be lost ; entreated her to search
her escritoir, while she herself ran about the room,
prying into every corner, with all the symptoms of
fear and distraction. Having made this unsuccess-
ful inquiry, she pretended to shed a flood of tears,
bewailing her own fate, in being near the person of
any lady who met with such a misfortune, by which,
she observed, her character might be called in ques-
tion. She produced her own keys, and begged
upon her knees, that her chamber and boxes might
be searched without delay.

In a word, she demeaned herself so artfully upon
this occasion, that her mistress, who never enter-
tained the least doubt of her integrity, now looked
upon her as a miracle of fidelity and attachment,
and was at infinite pains to console her for the
accident which had happened

; protesting that, for
her own part, the loss of the money should never
affect her with a moment's uneasiness, if she could
retrieve a certain medal which she had long kept in
her purse, as a remembrance of her deceased aunt,
from whom she received it in a present.
Fathom entered accidentally into the midst of

this well-acted scene, and, perceiving the agitation
of the maid, and the concern of the mistress, de-
sired, in a respectful manner, to know the cause of
their disorder. Before the young lady had time to
make him acquainted with the circumstances of the
case, his accomplice exclaimed, in an affected
passion, " Mr. Fathom, my lady has lost her purse

;

and as no persons in the family are so much about
her as you and I, you must give me leave, in my
own justification, to insist upon Mademoiselle's
ordering the apartments of us both to be searched
without loss of time. Here are my pockets and
my keys, and you cannot scruple to give her the
same satisfaction; for innocence has nothing to
fear."

Miss Melvil reprimanded her sharply for her
unmannerly zeal ; and Ferdinand eyeing her with
a look of disdain, " Madam," said he, " I approve
of your proposal

; but, before I undergo such mor-
tification, I would advise Mademoiselle to subject
the two chambermaids to such inquiry; as they
also have access to the apartments, and are, I
apprehend, as likely as you or I to behave in such a
scandalous manner."
The young lady declared that she was too well

satisfied of Teresa's honesty and Ferdinand's
honour, to harbour the least suspicion of either,
and that she would sooner die than disgrace them
So far as to comply with the proposal the former
had made ; but as she saw no reason for exempting
the inferior servants from that examination which
Fathom advised, she would forthwith put it in
execution. The chambermaids being accordingly

J

summoned, she calmly asked if either of them had
accidentally found the purse she had dropped ? and
both replying in the negative, she assumed an air of
severity and determination, and demanding their
keys, threatened to examine their trunks on the
instant.

The guilty Abigail, who though an Hungarian,
was not inferior, in point of effrontery, to any one
of the sisterhood in England, no sooner heard this
menace, than she affected an air of affronted inno-
cence, thanked God she had lived in many repu-
table families, and been trusted with untold gold,
but was never before suspected of theft ; that the
other maid might do as she should think proper,
and be mean spirited enough to let her things be
tumbled topsy turvy and exposed; but, for her
own part, if she should be used in that inhuman
and disgraceful manner, she would not stay another
hour in the house; and in conclusion said, that
Mademoiselle had more reason to look sharp after
those who enjoyed the greatest share of her favour,
than believe their malicious insinuations against
innocent people whom they were well known to
hate and defame.

This declaration, implying an hint to the preju-
dice of Teresa, far from diverting Miss Melvil from
her purpose, served only to enhance the character
of the accused in her opinion, and to confirm her
suspicion of the accuser, of whom she again de-
manded her keys, protesting that, should she prove
refractory, the Count himself should take cogni-
zance of the affair, whereas, if she would deal in-
genuously, she should have no cause to repent of
her confession. So saying, she desired our adven-
turer to take the trouble of calling up some of the
men servants

; upon which the conscious criminal
began to tremble, and, falling upon her knees,
acknowledged her guilt, and implored the forgive-
ness of her young mistress.

Teresa, seizing this occasion to signalize her
generosity, joined in the request, and the offender
was pardoned, after having restored the purse, and
promised in the sight of Heaven, that the devil
should never again entice her to the commission of
such a crime. This adventure fully answered all
the purposes of our politician; it established the
opinion of his fellow-labourer's virtue, beyond the
power of accident or information to shake, and set
up a false beacon to mislead the sentiments of
Mademoiselle, in case she should for the future meet
with the like misfortune.

CHAPTER X.
They proceed to levy Contributions with great success, until
our Hero sets out with the young Count for Vienna, where

he enters into league with another Adventurer.

Under this secure cover, Teresa levied contrihu-
tions upon her mistress with great success. Some
trinket was missing every day ; the young lady's
patience began to fail ; the faithful attendant was
overwhelmed with consternation, and, with the
appearance of extreme chagrin, demanded her
dismission, affirming that these things were cer-
tainly effected by some person in the family, with
a view of murdering her precious reputation.
Miss Melvil, not without difficulty, quieted her
vexation with assurances of inviolable confidence
and esteem, until a pair of diamond earrings va-
nished, when Teresa could no longer keep her
affliction within bounds. Indeed, this was an event
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of more consequence than all the rest which had

happened, for the jewels were valued at five hun-

dred florins.

Mademoiselle was accordingly alarmed to such a

degree, that she made her mother acquainted with

her loss, and that good lady, who was an excellent

economist, did not fail to give indications of extra-

ordinary concern. She asked, if her daughter had

reason to suspect any individual in the family, and

if she was perfectly confident of her own woman's

integrity ? Upon which Mademoiselle, with many
encomiums on the fidelity and attachment of Te-

resa, recounted the adventure of the chambermaid,

who immediately underwent a strict inquiry, and

was even committed to prison, on the strength of

her former misdemeanour. Our adventurer's mate

insisted upon undergoing the same trial with the

rest of the domestics, and as usual, comprehended

Fathom in her insinuations; while he seconded

the proposal, and privately counselled the old lady

to introduce Teresa to the magistrate of the place.

By these preconcerted recriminations, they escaped

all suspicion of collusion. After a fruitless inquiry,

the prisoner was discharged from her confinement,

and turned out of the service of the Count, in whose

private opinion the character of no person suffered

so much, as that of his own son, whom he suspected

of having embezzled the jewels, for the use of a

ceitain inamorata, who, at that time, was said to

have captivated his affections.

The old gentleman felt upon this occasion all

that internal anguish which a man of honour may
be supposed to suffer, on account of a son's dege-

neracy ; and, without divulging his sentiments, or

even hinting his suspicions to the youth himself,

determined to detach him at once from such dan-

gerous connexions, by sending him forthwith to

Vienna, on pretence of finishing his exercises at

the academv, and ushering him into acquaintance

with the great world. Though he would not be

thought by the young gentleman himself to har-

bour the least doubt of his morals, he did not

scruple to unbosom himself on that subject to

Ferdinand, whose sagacity and virtue he held in

great veneration. This indulgent patron expressed

himself in the most pathetic terms, on the untoward

disposition of his son; he told Fathom, that he

should accompany Renaldo (that was the youth's

name) not only as a companion, but a preceptor

and pattern; conjured him to assist his tutor in

superintending his conduct, and to reinforce the

governor's precepts by his own example ; to incul-

cate upon him the most delicate punctilios of

honour, and decoy him into extravagance, rather

than leave the least illiberal sentiment in his heart.

Our crafty adventurer, with demonstrations of

the utmost sensibility, acknowleged the great good-

ness of the Count in reposing such confidence in his

integrity ;
which, as he observed, none but the worst

of villains could abuse ; and fervently wished that

he might no longer exist, than he should continue

to remember and resent the obligations he owed to

his kind benefactor. While preparations were

making for their departure, our hero held a council

with his associate, whom he enriched with many

sage instructions touching her future operations;

he at the same time disburdened her of all or

the greatest part of the spoils she had won, and after

having received divers marks of bounty from the

Count and his lady, together with a purse from his

young mistress, he set out for Vienna, in the

eighteenth year of his age, with Renaldo and his

o-overnor, who were provided with letters of recom-

mendation to some of the Count's friends belonging

to the imperial court.

Such a favourable introduction could not fail of

being advantageous to a youth of Ferdinand's spe-

cious accomplishments ; for he was considered as

the young Count's companion, admitted into his

parties, and included in all the entertainments to

which Renaldo was invited. He soon distinguished

himself by his activity and address, in the course

of those exercises that were taught at the academy

of which he was pupil ; his manners were so en-

gaging as to attract the acquaintance of his fellow-

students, and his conversation being sprightly and

inoffensive, grew into very great request ; in a word,

he and the young Count formed a remarkable con-

trast, which, in the eye of the world, redounded to

his advantage.

They were certainly, in all respects, the reverse

of each other. Renaldo, under a total defect of

exterior cultivation, possessed a most excellent

understanding, with every virtue that dignifies the

human heart; while the other, beneath a most

agreeable outside, with an inaptitude and aversion

to letters, concealed an amazing fund ofvillany and

ingratitude. Hitherto his observation had been

confined to a narrow sphere, and his reflections,

though surprisingly just and acute, had not at-

tained to that maturity which age and experience

given ; but now, his perceptions began to be more

distinct, and extended to a thousand objects which

had never before come under his cognizance.

He had formerly imagined, but was now fully

persuaded, that the sons of men preyed upon one

another, and such was the end and condition of

their being. Among the principal figures of life,

he observed few or no characters that did not bear

a strong analogy to the savage tyrants of the wood.

One resembled a tiger in fury and rapaciousness ; a

second prowled about like an hungry wolf, seeking

whom he might devour ; a third acted the part of

a jackall, in beating the bush for game to his vo-

racious employer ; and the fourth imitated the

wily fox, in practising a thousand crafty ambus-

cades forthe destruction of the ignorant and unwary

This last was the department of life for which he

found himself best qualified by nature and inclina-

tion; and he accordingly resolved that his talent

should not rust in his possession. He was already

pretty well versed in all the sciences of play ; but

he had every day occasion to see these arts carried

to such a surprising pitch of finesse and dexterity,

as discouraged him from building his schemes on

that foundation.

He therefore determined to fascinate the judg-

ment, rather than the eyes of his fellow-creatures,

by a continual exercise of that gift of deceiving,

with which he knew himself endued to an unrivalled

degree ; and to acquire unbounded influence with

those who might be subservient to his interest, by

an assiduous application to their prevailing passions.

Not that play was altogether left out in the projec-

tion of his economy—Though he engaged himself

very little in the executive part of gaming, he had

not been long in Vienna, when he entered into league

with a genius of that kind, whom he distinguished

among the pupils of the academy, and who indeed

had taken up his habitation in that place with a

view to pillage the provincials on their first arrival

in town, before they could be armed with proper
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circumspection to preserve their money, or have
time to dispose of it in any other shape.

Similar characters naturally attract each other,
and people of our hero's principles are, of all others,
the most apt to distinguish their own likeness
wheresoever it occurs ; because they always keep
the faculty of discerning in full exertion. It was
in consequence of this mutual alertness, that Ferdi-
nand and the stranger, who was a native of Tyrol,
perceived themselves reflected in the dispositions of
each other, and immediately entered into an offen-
sive and defensive alliance ; our adventurer under-
taking for the articles of intelligence, countenance,
and counsel, and his associate charging himself with
the risk of execution.

CHAPTER XI.
Fathom makes various Efforts in the World of Gallantry.

Thus connected, they began to hunt in couples

;

and Fathom, in order to profit by the alliance with
a good grace, contrived a small scheme that suc-
ceeded to his wish. Renaldo being one night
intoxicated in the course of a merry-making with
his fellow-pupils, from which Fathom had purposely
absented himself, was by the Tyrolese so artfully
provoked to play, that he could not resist the temp-
tation, but engaged at pass-dice with that fell ad-
versary, who, in less than an hour, stripped him of
a pretty round sum. Next day, when the young
gentleman recovered the use of his reflection, he
was sensibly chagrined at the folly and precipita-
tion of his own conduct, an account of which he
communicated in confidence to our hero, with
demonstrations of infinite shame and concern.

Ferdinand, having moralized upon the subject
with great sagacity, and sharply inveighed against
the Tyrolese, for the unfair advantage he had taken,
retired to his closet, and wrote the following billet,

which was immediately sent to his ally.

" The obligations I owe, and the attachments I feel, to the
Count de Melvil, will not suffer me to be an idle spectator of
the wrongs offered to his son, in the dishonourable use, I
understand, you made last night of his unguarded hours.
I therefore insist upon your making immediate restitution of
the booty which you so unjustly got; otherwise I expect you
will meet me upon the ramparts, near the bastion de la Port
Neuve, to morrow morning at day-break, in order to justify,
with your sword, the finesse you have practised upon the
friend of " Ferdinand de Fathom."

The gamester no sooner received this intimation,
than, according to the plan which had been precon-
certed betwixt the author and him, he went to the
apartment of Renaldo, and presenting the sum of
money which he had defrauded him of the preced-
ing night, told him, with a stern countenance, that,
though it was a just acquisition, he scorned to avail
himself of his good fortune against any person who
entertained the smallest doubt of his honour.
The young Count, surprised at this address, re-

jected his offer with disdain, and desired to know
the meaning of such an unexpected declaration.
Upon which, the other produced Ferdinand's billet,

and threatened, in very high terms, to meet the
stripling according to his invitation, and chastise
him severely for his presumption. The conse-
quence of this explanation is obvious. Renaldo,
imputing the officiousness of Fathom to the zeal of
his friendship, interposed in the quarrel, which was
amicably compromised, not a little to the honour of
our adventurer, who thus obtained an opportunity
of displaying his courage and integrity, without
the least hazard to his person

; while, at the same

time, his confederate recommended himself to the
esteem of the young Count, by his spirited beha-
viour on this occasion ; so that Renaldo being less
shy of his company for the future, the Tyrolese
had the fairer opportunities to prosecute his designs
upon the young gentleman's purse.

It would be almost superfluous to say, that these
were not neglected. The son of Count Melvil was
not deficient in point of penetration ; but his whole
study was at that time engrossed by the care of his
education, and he had sometimes recourse to play
as an amusement by which he sought to unbend the
severity of his attention. No wonder then that he fell

a prey to an artful gamester, who had been regularly
trained to the profession, and made it the sole
study of his life

;
especially as the Hungarian was

remarkable for a warmth oftemper, which a knight
of the post always knows how to manage for his
own advantage.

In the course of these operations, Fathom was a
very useful correspondent. He instructed the Ty-
rolese in the peculiarities of Renaldo's disposition,
and made him acquainted with the proper seasons
for profiting by his dexterity. Ferdinand, for ex-
ample, who, by the authority derived to him from
the injunctions of the old Count, sometimes took
upon himself the office ofan adviser, cunningly chose
to counsel the son at those conjunctures when he
knew him least able to bear such expostulation.
Advice improperly administered generally acts in
diametrical opposition to the purpose for which it is

supposed to be given ; at least this was the case
with the young gentleman, who, inflamed by the
reproof of such a tutor, used to obey the dictates of
his resentment in an immediate repetition of that
conduct which our adventurer had taken the liberty
to disapprove; and the gamester was always at
hand to minister unto his indignation. By these
means he was disencumbered of divers consider-
able remittances, with which his father cheerfully
supplied him, on the supposition that they were
spent with taste and liberality, under the direction

of our adventurer.

But Ferdinand's views were not confined to the
narrow field of this alliance. He attempted divers
enterprizes in the world of gallantry, conscious of
his own personal qualifications, and never doubting
that he could insinuate himself into the good graces
of some married lady about court, or lay an opulent
dowager under contribution. But he met with an
obstacle in his endeavours of this kind, which all

his art was unable to surmount. This was no other
than the obscurity of his birth, and the want of a
title, without which no person in that country lays
claim to the privileges of a gentleman. Had he
foreseen this inconvenience he might have made
shift to obviate the consequences, by obtaining per-
mission to appear in the character of the Count's
kinsman : though, in all probability, such an expe-
dient would not have been extremely agreeable to

the old gentleman, who was very tenacious of the
honour of his family : nevertheless, his generosity
might have been prevailed upon to indulge Fathom
with such a pretext, in consideration of the youth's
supposed attachment, and the obligations for which
he deemed himself indebted to his deceased mother.

True it is, Ferdinand, upon his first arrival at
Vienna, had been admitted into fashionable com-
pany, on the footing of Renaldo's companion, be-
cause nobody suspected the defect of his pedigree

;

and even after a report had been circulated to the
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prejudice of his extraction, by the industry of a

lacquey who attended the young Count, there were

not wanting many young people of distinction who
still favoured him with their countenance and cor-

respondence ; but he was no longer invited to

private families, in which only he could expect to

profit by his address among the ladies, and had the

mortification of finding himself frequently excepted

from parties which were expressly calculated for

the entertainment of the young Count. Luckily,

his spirit was so pliant as to sustain these slights

without being much dejected : instead of repining

at the loss of that respect which had been paid to

him at first, he endeavoured, with all his might, to

preserve the little that still remained, and resolved

to translate into a humbler sphere that gallantry

which he had no longer opportunities of displaying

in the world of rank and fashion.

CHAPTER XII.

He effects a lodgment in the House of a rich Jeweller.

In consequence of this determination, he to the

uttermost exerted his good humour among the few

friends of consequence his fortune had left, and even

carried his complaisance so far as to become the

humble servant of their pleasures, while he at-

tempted to extend his acquaintance in an inferior

path of life, where he thought his talents would
shine more conspicuous than at the assemblies of

the great, and conduce more effectually to the in-

terest of 'all his designs. Nor did he find himself

disappointed in that expectation, sanguine as it was.

He soon found means to be introduced to the house

of a wealthy Bourgeois, where every individual was
charmed with his easy air and extraordinary quali-

fications. He accommodated himself surprisingly

to the humours of the whole family ; smoked
tobacco, swallowed wine, and discoursed of stones

with the husband, who was a rich jeweller ; sacri-

ficed himself to the pride and loquacity of the wife

;

and played upon the violin, and sung alternately,

for the amusement of his only daughter, a buxom
lass, nearly of his own age, the fruit of a former
marriage.

It was not long before Ferdinand had reason to

congratulate himself on the footing he had gained

in this society. He had expected to find, and in a

little time actually discovered, that mutual jealousy

and rancour which almost always subsist between a

daughter and her step-dame, inflamed with all the

virulence of female emulation ; for the disparity in

their ages served only to render them the more in-

veterate rivals in the desire of captivating the other

sex. Our adventurer having deliberated upon the

means of converting this animosity to his own ad-

vantage, saw no method for this purpose so feasible

as that of making his approaches to the hearts of

both, by ministering to each in private, food for

their reciprocal envy and malevolence ; because he

well knew that no road lies so direct and open to a

woman's heart as that of gratifying her passions of

vanity and resentment.

When he had an opportunity of being particular

with the mother, he expressed his concern for

having unwittingly incurred the displeasure of

Mademoiselle, which, he observed, was obvious in

every circumstance of her behaviour towards him

;

protesting he was utterly innocent of all intention

of offending her ; and that he could not account for

his disgrace any other way, than by supposing

she took umbrage at the direction of his chief re-

gards towards her mother-in-law, which, he owned,

was altogether involuntary, being wholly influenced

by that lady's superior charms and politeness.

Such a declaration was perfectly well calculated

for the meridian of a dame like her, who with all

the intoxications of unenlightened pride, and an in-

creased appetite for pleasure, had begun to find

herself neglected, and even to believe that her

attractions were actually on the wane. She very

graciously consoled our gallant for the mishap of

which he complained, representing Wilhelmina

(that was the daughter's name) as a pert, illiterate,

envious baggage, of whose disgust he ought to

make no consideration ; then she recounted many
instances of her own generosity to that young lady,

with the returns of malice and ingratitude she had

made; and, lastly, enumerated all the imperfections

of her person, education, and behaviour ; that he

might see with what justice the gypsy pretended to

vie with those who had been distinguished by the

approbation and even gallantry of the best people

in Vienna.
Having thus established himself her confidant

and gossip, he knew his next step of promotion

would necessarily be to the degree of her lover;

and in that belief resolved to play the same game
with Mademoiselle Wilhelmina, whose complexion

was very much akin to that of her stepmother : in-

deed they resembled each other too much to live

upon any terms of friendship or even decorum.

Fathom, in order to enjoy a private conversation

with the young lady, never failed to repeat his

visit every afternoon, till at length he had the

pleasure of finding her disengaged, the jeweller

being occupied among his workmen, and his wife

gone to assist at a lying-in.

Our adventurer and the daughter had already

exchanged their vows, by the expressive language of

the eyes ; he had even declared himself in some

tender ejaculations which had been softly whispered

in her ear, when he could snatch an opportunity of

venting them unperceived ;
nay, he had. upon divers

occasions gently squeezed her fair hand, on pre-

tence of tuning "her harpsichord, and been favoured

with returns of the same cordial pressure : so that,

instead of accosting her with the fearful hesitation

and reserve of a timid swain, he told her. after the

exercise of the doux-yeux, that he was come to

confer with her upon a subject that nearly con-

cerned her peace ; and asked, if she had not ob-

served of late an evident abatement of friendship

in her mother's behaviour to him, whom she had

formerly treated with such marks of favour and re-

spect. Mademoiselle would not pay so ill a com-

pliment to her own discernment as to say she had

not perceived the alteration ;
which, on the contrary,

she owned was extremely palpable ; nor was it dif-

ficult to divine the cause of such estranged looks.

This remark was accompanied with an irresistible

glance ; she smiled enchanting, the colour deepened

on her cheeks, her breast began to heave, and her

whole frame underwent a most agreeable confusion.

Ferdinand was not a man to let such a favourable

conjuncture pass unregarded. " Yes, charming

Wilhelmina !" exclaimed the politician in an af-

fected rapture, " the cause is as conspicuous as

your attractions. She hath, in spite of all my cir-

cumspection, perceived that passion which it is not

in my power to conceal, and in consequence of

which I now declare myself your devoted adorer

;
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or, conscious of your superior excellence, her jea-
lousy hath taken the alarm, and, though stung with
conjecture only, repines at the triumph of your
perfections. How far this spirit of malignity may
be inflamed to my prejudice, I know not. Perhaps,
as this is the first, it may be also the last opportu-
nity I shall have of avowing the dearest sentiments
of my heart to the fair object that inspired them

;

in a word, I may be for ever excluded from your
presence. Excuse me, then, divine creature ! from
the practice of those unnecessary forms, which I
should take pride in observing, were I indulged
with the ordinary privileges of an honourable lover;
and, once for all, accept the homage of an heart
overflowing with love and admiration. Yes, ador-
able Wilhelmina ! I am dazzled with your super-
natural beauty; your other accomplishments strike
me with wonder and awe. I am enchanted by the
graces ofyour deportment, ravished with the charms
of your conversation ; and there is a certain tender-
ness of benevolence in that endearing aspect, which,
I trust, will not fail to melt with sympathy at the
emotions of a faithful slave like me."

So saying, he threw himself upon his knees, and,
seizing her plump hand, pressed it to his lips with
all the violence of real transport. The nymph,
whose passions nature had filled to the brim, could
not hear such a rhapsody unmoved. Being an
utter stranger to addresses of this kind, she under-
stood every word of it in the literal acceptation

;

she believed implicitly in the truth of the encomiums
he had bestowed, and thought it reasonable he
should be rewarded for the justice he had done to
her qualifications, which had hitherto been almost
altogether overlooked. In short, her heart began
to thaw, and her face to hang out the flag of capitu-
lation

; which was no sooner perceived by our hero,
than he renewed his attack with redoubled fervour,
pronouncing in a most vehement tone, " Light of
my eyes, and empress of my soul ! behold me
prostrate at your feet, waiting with the most pious
resignation, for that sentence from your lips, on
which my future happiness or misery must alto-
gether depend. Not with more reverence does the
unhappy bashaw kiss the sultan's letter that eon-
tains his doom, than I will submit to your fatal
determination. Speak then, angelic sweetness! for
never, ah ! never will I rise from this suppliant
posture, until I am encouraged to live and hope.
No

!
if you refuse to smile upon my passion, here

shall I breathe the last sighs of a despairing lover

;

here shall this faithful sword do the last office to
its unfortunate master, and shed the blood of the
truest heart that ever felt the cruel pangs of disap-
pointed love."

The young lady, well nigh overcome by this
effusion, which brought the tears into her eyes,
"Enough, enough," cried she, interrupting him,
" sure you men were created for the ruin of our
sex."—"Ruin!" re-echoed Fathom, "talk not of
ruin and Wilhelmina ! let these terms be for ever
parted, far as the east and west asunder ! let ever
smiling peace attend her steps, and love and joy
still wanton in her train ! Ruin, indeed, shall wait
upon her enemies, if such there be, and those love-
lorn wretches who pine with anguish under her
disdain. Grant me, kind Heaven, a more pro-
pitious boon ; direct her genial regards to one whose
love is without example, and whose constancy is

unparalleled. Bear witness to my constancy and
faith, ye verdant hills, ye fertile plains, ye shady

groves, ye purling streams ; and if I prove untrue,
ah! let me never find a solitary willow or a
bubbling brook, by help of which I may be enabled
to put a period to my wretched life."

Here this excellent actor began to sob most
piteously, and the tender-hearted Wilhelmina, un-
able longer to withstand his moving tale, with a
repetition of the interjection, ah ! gently dropped
into his arms. This was the beginning of a cor-
respondence that soon rose to a very interesting
pitch

; and they forthwith concerted measures for
carrying it on without the knowledge or suspicion
of her mother in-law. Nevertheless, the young
lady, vanquished as she was, and unskilled in the
ways of men, would not all at once yield at dis-
cretion

; but insisted upon those terms, without
which no woman's reputation can be secured. Our
lover, far from seeking to evade the proposal,
assented to it in terms of uncommon satisfaction,
and promised to use his whole industry in finding
a priest upon whose discretion they could relv

;

nay, he certainly resolved to comply with her
request in good earnest, rather than" forfeit the
advantages which he foresaw in their union. His
good fortune, however, exempted him from the
necessity of taking such a step, which at best must
have been disagreeable; for so many difficulties
occurred in the inquiry which was set on foot, and
so artfully did Fathom in the meantime manage
the influence he had already gained over her heart,
that, before her passion could obtain a legal grati-
fication, she surrendered to his wish, without any
other assurance, than his solemn profession of sin-
cerity and truth, on which she reposed herself with
the most implicit confidence and faith.

CHAPTER XIII.
He is exposed to a most perilous Incident in the course of his

Intrigue with the Daughter.

He was rejoiced to find her so easily satisfied in
such a momentous concern, for the principal aim
of the intrigue was to make her necessary to his
interested views, and even, if possible, an associatem the fraudulent plans he had projected upon her
father

; consequently he considered this relaxation
in her virtue as an happy omen of his future
success.

_
All the obstacles to their mutual enjoy-

ment being thus removed, our adventurer was by
his mistress indulged with an assignation in her
own chamber, which, though contiguous to that of
her stepmother, was provided with a door that
opened into a common stair-case, to which he had
access at all hours of the night.

_
He did not neglect the rendezvous, but, present-

ing himself at the appointed time, which was mid-
night, made the signal they had agreed upon and
was immediately admitted by Wilhelmina, who
waited for him with a lover's impatience. Fathom
was not deficient in those expressions of rapture
that are current on those occasions; but, on the
contrary, became so loud in the transports of self-
congratulation, that his voice reached the ears of
the vigilant stepmother, who wakening the jeweller
from his first nap, gave him to understand that
some person was certainly in close conversation
with his daughter ; and exhorted him to rise forth-
with, and vindicate the honour of his family.
The German, who was naturally of a phlegmatic

habit, and never went to bed without a full dose of
the creature, which added to his constitutional
drowsiness, gave no ear to his wife's intimation,

I I 2
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until she had repeated it thrice, and used other

means to rouse him from the arms of slumber.

Meanwhile Fathom and his inamorata overheard

her iniormation, and our hero would have made
his retreat immediately, through the port by which

he entered, had not his intention been overruled

by the remonstrances of the young lady, who ob-

served that the door was already fast bolted, and

could not possibly be opened without creating a

noise that would confirm the suspicion of her

parents; and that over and above this objection,

he would, in sallying from that door, run the risk

of being met by "her father, who in all probability

would present himself before it, in order to hinder

our hero's escape. She therefore conveyed him

softly into her closet, where she assured him he

might remain with great tranquillity, in full con-

fidence that she would take such measures as would

effectually screen him from detection.

He was fain to depend upon her assurance, and

accordingly ensconced himself behind her dressing

table ; but"he could not help sweating with appre-

hension, and praying fervently to God for his

deliverance, when he heard the jeweller thundering

at the door, and calling to his daughter for ad-

mittance. Wilhelmina, who was already undressed,

and had purposely extinguished the light, pretended

to be suddenly waked from her sleep, and starting

up, exclaimed in a tone of surprise and affright,

" Jesu, Maria; what is the matter?"—"Hussy!"

replied the German in a terrible accent, "open the

door this instant, there is a man in your bed-

chamber, and, by the lightning and thunder ! I will

wash away the stain he has cast upon my honour

with the schellum's heart's-blood."

Not at all intimidated by this boisterous threat,

she admitted him without hesitation, and, with a

shrillness of voice peculiar to herself, began to hold

forth upon her own innocence, and his unjust sus-

picion, mingling in her harangue sundry oblique

hints against her mother-in-law, importing, tbat

some people were so viciously inclined by their own
natures, that she did not wonder at their doubting

the virtue of other people ; but that these people

despised the insinuations of such people, who ought

to be more circumspect in their own conduct, lest

they themselves should suffer reprisals from those

people whom they had so maliciously slandered.

Having uttered these flowers of rhetoric, which

were calculated for the hearing of her step-dame,

who stood with a light at her husbands back, the

young lady assumed an ironical air, and admonished

lier father to search every corner of her apartment.

She even affected to assist his inquiry ; with her

own hands pulled out a parcel of small drawers, in

which her trinkets were contained ; desired him to

look into her needle-case and thimble, and seeing

his examination fruitless, earnestly intreated him

to rummage her closet also, saying, with a sneer,

that, in all probability, the dishonourer would be

found in that lurking-place. The manner in which

she pretended to ridicule his apprehensions made
an impression upon the jeweller, who was very well

disposed to retreat into his own nest, when his wife,

with a certain slyness in her countenance, besought

him to comply "with his daughter's request, and
look into that "same closet, by which means AVilhel-

mina's virtue would obtain a complete triumph.

Our adventurer, who overheard the conversation,

was immediately seized with a palsy of fear. He
trembled at every joint, the sweat trickled down

his forehead, his teeth began to chatter, his hair to

stand on end ; and he, in his heart, bitterly cursed

the daughter's petulance, the mother's malice, toge-

ther with his own precipitation, by which he was
involved in an adventure so pregnant with danger

and disgrace. Indeed, the reader may easily con-

ceive his disorder, when he heard the key turning

in the lock, and the German swearing that he would

make him food for the beasts of the field, and the

fowls of the air.

Fathom had come unprepared with weapons of

defence, was naturally an economist of his person,

and saw himself on the brink of forfeiting not only

the promised harvest of his double intrigue, but also

the reputation of a man of honour, upon which all

his future hopes depended. His agony was there-

fore unspeakable, when the door flew open ; and it

was not till after a considerable pause of recollec-

tion, that he perceived the candle extinguished by

the motion of the air produced from the German's

sudden irruption. This accident, which discon-

certed him so much as to put a full stop to his

charge, was very favourable to our hero, who,

summoning all his presence of mind, crept up into

the chimney, while the jeweller stood at the door,

waitingfor his wife's return with another light ; so

that, when the closet was examined, there was

nothing found to justify the report which the step-

mother had made ; and the father, after having

made a slight apology to "Wilhelmina for his intru-

sion, retired with his yoke-fellow into their own
chamber.
The young lady, who little thought that her papa

would have taken her at her word, was overwhelmed

with confusion and dismay, when she saw him en-

ter the closet ;
and, had her lover been discovered,

would, in all probability, have been the loudest in

his reproach, and, perhaps, have accused him of an

intention to rob the house ; but she was altogether

astonished when she found he had made shift to

elude the inquiry of her parents, because she could

not conceive the possibility of his escaping by the

window, which was in the third story, at a prodi-

gious distance from the ground ; and how he should

conceal himself in the apartment, was a mystery

which she could by no means unfold. Before her

father and mother retired, she lighted her lamp, on

pretence of being afraid to be in the dark, after the

perturbation of spirits she had undergone ; and her

room was no sooner evacuated of such troublesome

visitants, than she secured the doors, and went in

quest of her lover.

Accordingly, every corner of the closet under-

went a new search, and she called upon his name
with a soft voice, which she thought no other per-

son would overhear. But Ferdinand did not think

proper to gratify her impatience, because he could

not judge of the predicament in which he stood by

the evidence of all his senses, and would not relin-

quish his post, until he should be better certified

that the coast was clear. Meanwhile, his dulcinea,

having performed her inquiry to no purpose, ima-

gined there was something preternatural in the

circumstance of his vanishing so unaccountably,

and began to cross herself with great devotion.

She returned to her chamber, fixed the lamp in the

fire-place, and, throwing herself upon the bed, gave

way to the suggestions of her superstition, which

were reinforced by the silence that prevailed, and

the gloomy glimmering of the light. She reflected

upon the trespass she had alreadv committed in her
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heart, and, in the conjectures of her fear, believed
that her lover was no other than the devil himself,
who had assumed the appearance of Fathom, in
order to tempt and seduce her virtue.
While her imagination teemed with those hor-

rible ideas, our adventurer, concluding, from the
general stillness, that the jeweller and his wife were
at last, happily asleep, ventured to come forth from
his hiding-place, and stood before his mistress all
begrimed with soot. Wilhelmina, lifting up her
eyes, and seeing this sable apparition, which she
mistook for Satan in propria persona, instantly
screamed, and began to repeat her pater-noster with
an audible voice. Upon which Ferdinand, fore-
seeing that her parents would be again alarmed,
would not stay to undeceive her and explain him-
self, but, unlocking the door with great expedition,
ran down stairs, and luckily accomplished his
escape. This was undoubtedly the wisest measure
he could have taken ; for he had not performed one
half of his descent toward the street, when the
German was at his daughter's bed-side, demanding
to know the cause of her exclamation. She then
gave him an account of what she had seen, with all
the exaggerations of her own fancy, and, after hav-
ing weighed the circumstances of her story, he
interpreted the apparition into a thief, who had
found means to open the door that communicated
with the stair

;
but, having been scared by Wilhel-

mina's shriek, had been obliged to retreat before
he could execute his purpose.
Our hero's spirits were so wofully disturbed by

this adventure, that, for a whole week, he felt no
inclination to visit his inamorata, and was not with-
out apprehension that the affair had terminated in
an explanation very little to his advantage. He
was, however, delivered from this disagreeable sus-
pense, by an accidental meeting with the jeweller
himself, who kindly chid him for his long absence,
and entertained him in the street with an account
of the alarm which his family had sustained, by a
thief who broke into Wilhehnina's apartment. Glad
to find his apprehension mistaken, he renewed his
correspondence with the family, and, in a little
time, found reason to console himself for the jeo-
pardy and panic he had undergone.

CHAPTER XIV.
He is reduced to a dreadful Dilemma, iD consequence of an

Assignation with the Wife.

Nor was his whole care and attention engrossed by
the execution of this scheme upon the daughter
While he managed his concerns in that quarter
with incredible ardour and application, he was not
the less indefatigable in the prosecution of his de-
sign upon the mother-in-law, which he forwarded
with all his art during those opportunities he en-
joyed m the absence of Wilhelmina, who was fre-
quently called away by the domestic duties of the
house. I he passions of the jeweller's wife were in
such a state of exaltation, as exempted our hero
from the repulses and fatigue attending a long siegeWe have already observed how cunningly he
catered for the gratification of her ruling appetite,
and have exhibited pregnant proofs of his ability in
gaming upon the human heart ; the reader will not
therefore he surprised at the rapidity of his con-
quest over the affections of a lady whose complexion
was perfectly amorous, and whose vanity laid her
open to all the attempts of adulation. In a word.
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matters were quickly brought to such a mutual un-
derstanding, that, one evening, while they amused
themselves at lansquenet, Fathom conjured her to
give him the rendezvous next day at the house of
any third person of her own sex, in whose discre-
tion she could confide; and, after a few affected
scruples on her side, which he well knew how to
surmount, she complied with his request, and the
circumstances of the appointment were settled ac-
cordingly. After this treaty, their satisfaction rose
to such a warmth, and the conversation became so
reciprocally endearing, that our gallant expressed
his impatience of waiting so long for the accom-
plishment of his wishes, and, with the most eager
transport, begged she would, if possible, curtail the
term of his expectation, that his brain might not
suffer by his standing so many tedious hours on the
giddy verge of rapture.
The dame, who was naturally compassionate,

sympathised with his condition, and, unable to
resist his pathetic supplications, gave him to under-
stand that his desire could not be granted, without
subjecting them both to some hazard, but that she
was disposed to run any risk in behalf of his hap-
piness and peace. After this affectionate preamble,
she told him that her husband was then engaged in
a quarterly meeting of the jewellers, from whence
he never failed to return quite overwhelmed with
-wine, tobacco, and the phlegm of his own con-
stitution

; so that he would fall fast asleep as soon
as his head should touch the pillow, and she be at
liberty to entertain the lover without interruption,
provided he could find means to deceive the
jealous vigilance of Wilhelmina, and conceal him-
self in some corner of the house, unsuspected and
unperceived.

Our lover, remembering his adventure with the
daughter, would have willingly dispensed with this
expedient, and began to repent of the eagerness
with which he had preferred his solicitation

; but,
seeing there was now no opportunity of retracting
with honour, he affected to enter heartily into the
conversation, and, after much canvassing, it was
determined, that, while Wilhelmina was employed
in the kitchen, the mother should conduct our
adventurer to the outward door, where he should pay
the compliment of parting, so as to be overheard by
the young lady

; but, in the mean time, glide softly
into the jeweller's bed-chamber, which was a place
they imagined least liable to the effects of a
daughter's prying disposition, and conceal himself
in a large press or wardrobe, that stood in one
corner of the apartment. The scene was immediately
acted with great success, and our hero cooped up in
his cage, where he waited so long, that his desires
began to subside, and his imagination to aggravate
the danger of his situation.

" Suppose," said he to himself, " this brutal
German, instead of being stupified with wine, should
come home inflamed with brandy, to the use of
which he is sometimes addicted, far from feeling
any inclination to sleep, he will labour under the
most fretful anxiety of watching, every irascible
particle m his disposition will be exasperated- he
will be offended with every object that may present
itself to his view

; and, ifthere is the least ingredient
of jealousy in his temper, it wiU manifest itself in
riot and rage. What if his frenzy should prompt
him to search his wife's chamber for gallants ? this
would certainly be the first place to which he would
direct his inquiry

; or, granting this supposition
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chimerical, I may be seized with an irresistible

inclination to cough, before he is oppressed with

sleep : he may be waked by the noise I shall make
in disengaging myself from this embarrassed situa-

tion ; and, finally", I may find it impracticable to

retire unseen or unheard, after every thing else

shall have succeeded to my wish."

These suggestions did not at all contribute to the

quiet of our adventurer, who, having waited three

whole hours in the most uncomfortable suspense,

heard the jeweller brought into the room in that

very condition which his fears had prognosticated.

He had, it seems, quarrelled over his cups with

another tradesman, and received a salutation on the

forehead with a candlestick, which not only left an

ignominious and painful mark upon his countenance,

but even disordered his brain to a very dangerous

degree of delirium : so that, instead of allowing

himself quietly to be undressed and put to bed by

his wife, he answered all her gentle admonitions

and caresses with the most opprobrious invectives

and obstreperous behaviour ; and, though he did

not tax her with infidelity to his bed, he virulently

accused her of extravagance and want of economy

;

observed, her expensive way of living would bring

him to a morsel of bread ; and unfortunately

recollecting the attempt of the supposed thief,

started up from his chair, swearing by G— d's

mother that he would forthwith arm himself with a

brace of pistols, and search every apartment in the

house. " That press," said he, with great voci-

feration, " may, for aught I know, be the receptacle

of some ruffian."

So saying, he approached the ark in which

Fathom was embarked, and exclaiming, " Come
forth, Satan," applied his foot to the door of it,

with such violence as threw him from the centre of

gravity, and laid him sprawling on his back. This

address made such an impression upon our ad-

venturer, that he had well nigh obeyed the summons,
and burst from his concealment, in a desperate effort

to escape, without being recognised by the in-

toxicated German ; and indeed, had the application

been repeated, he in all likelihood would have tried

the experiment, for by this time his terrors had
waxed too strong to be much longer suppressed.

From this hazardous enterprise he was, however,

exempted by a lucky accident that happened to his

disturber, whose head chancing to pitch upon the

corner of a chair in his fall, he was immediately

lulled into a trance, during which the considerate

lady, guessing the disorder of her gallant, and

dreading further interruption, very prudently re-

leased him from his confinement, after she had put

out the light, and in the dark conveyed him to the

door, where he was comforted with the promise

that she would punctually remember the rendezvous

of next day.

She then invoked the assistance of the servants,

who, being waked for the purpose, lifted up their

.naster, and tumbled him into bed, while Ferdinand

hied him home In an universal sweat, blessing

himself from any future achievement of that sort in

a house where he had been twice in such imminent
danger of life and reputation. Nevertheless, he

did not fail to honour the assignation, and avail

himself of the disposition his mistress manifested to

make him all the recompense in her power for the

disappointment and chagrin which he had under-
gone.

CHAPTER XV.
But at length succeeds in his Attempt upon both.

Havtng thus gained a complete victory over the

affections of these two ladies, he began to convert

his good fortune to the purposes of that principle,

from which his view was never, no, not for a moment,
detached. In other words, he used them as ministers

and purveyors to his avarice and fraud. As for

the mother-in-law, she was of herself so liberal as

to anticipate the wishes of any moderate adventurer,

and presented him with sundry valuable jewels, as

memorials of her esteem ; nor was the daughter

backward in such expressions of regard ; she

already considered his interest as her own, and
took frequent opportunities of secreting for his

benefit certain stray trinkets that she happened to

pick up in her excursions within doors.

All these gratifications he received with de-

monstrations of infinite constraint and reluctance,

and, in the midst of his rapacious extortion, acted so

cunningly as to impose himself upon both for a

miracle of disinterested integrity. Yet, not con-

tented with what he thus could earn, and despairing

of being able to steer the bark of his fortune for

any length of time between two such dangerous

quicksands, he resolved to profit by the occasion

while it lasted, and strike some considerable stroke

at once. A plan was formed in consequence of

this determination, and, at an appointment with the

mother in the house of their female friend, our

adventurer appeared with an air of dejection, which

he veiled with a thin cover of forced pleasantry,

that his mistress might suppose he endeavoured to

conceal some mortal chagrin that preyed upon his

heart.

The stratagem succeeded to his wish. She ob-

served his countenance between whiles overcast,

took notice of the involuntary sighs he heaved

;

and with the most tender expressions of sympathy,

conjured him to make her acquainted with the

cause of his affliction. Instead of gratifying her

request immediately, he evaded her questions with

a respectful reserve, implying, that his love would

not suffer him to make her a partner in his sorrow

;

and this delicacy on his part whetted her impatience

and concern to such a degree, that, rather than keep

her in such an agony of doubt and apprehension,

he was prevailed upon to tell her, that he had been,

the preceding night, engaged with a company of

his fellow-students, where he had made too free

with the champaigne, so that his caution forsook

him, and he had been decoyed into play by a

Tyrolese gamester, who stripped him of all his

ready money, and obtained from him an obligation

for two hundred florins, which he could not possibly

pay without having recourse to his relation the

Court de Melvil, who would have just cause to be

incensed at his extravagance.

This information he concluded, by declaring that,

cost what it would, he was resolved to make a can-

did confession of the truth, and throw himself

entirely upon the generosity of his patron, who

could inflict no other punishment than that of dis-

carding him from his favour and protection. A
misfortune which, how grievous soever it might

be, he should be able to sustain with fortitude,

could he fall upon some method of satisfying the

Tyrolese, who was very importunate and savage in

his demand. His kind mistress no sooner found

out the source of his inquietude, than she promised

to dry it up, assuring him that next day, at the
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same hour, she would enable him to discharge the
debt

; so that he might set his heart at ease, and
recollect that gaiety which was the soul of her
enjoyment.

He expressed the utmost astonishment at this
generous proffer, which, however, he declined,
with an affected earnestness of refusal, protesting,
that he should be extremely mortified, if he thought
she looked upon him as one of those mercenary
gallants who could make such a sordid use of a
lady's affection. " No, madam," cried our poli-
tician in a pathetic strain, " whatever happens, I
shall never part with that internal consolation, that
conscious honour never fails to yield in the deepest
scenes of solitary distress. The attachment I have
the honour to profess for your amiable person, is
not founded on such inglorious motives, but is the
genuine result of that generous passion which none
but the noble-minded feel, and the only circum-
stance of this misfortune that I dread to encounter,
is the necessity of withdrawing myself for ever
from the presence of her whose genial smiles could
animate my soul against all the persecution of ad-
verse fortune."

_
This declamation, accompanied with a profound

sigh, served only to inflame her desire of extri-
cating him from the difficultv in which he was in-
volved. She exhausted all her eloquence in
attempting to persuade him that his refusal was an
outrage against her affection. He pretended to
refute her arguments, and remained unshaken by
all the power of her solicitations, until she had re-
course to the most passionate remonstrances of
love, and fell at his feet in the posture of a forlorn
shepherdess. What he refused to her reason, he
granted to her tears, because his heart was melted
by her affliction, and next day condescended to
accept of her money, out of pure regard to her
happiness and peace.

Encouraged by the success of this achievement,
he resolved to practise the same experiment upon
Wilhelmina, in hope of extracting an equal share
of profit from her simplicity and attachment, and,
at their very next nocturnal rendezvous in her
chamber, reacted the farce already rehearsed, with
a small variation, which he thought necessary to
stimulate the young lady in his behalf. He rightly
concluded, that she was by no means mistress of
such a considerable sum as he had already extorted
from her mother, and therefore thought proper to
represent himself in the most urgent predicament,
that her apprehension, on his account, might be so
alarmed as to engage her in some enterprise for his
advantage, which otherwise she would never have
dreamed of undertaking. With this view, after
having described his own calamitous situation, in
consequence of her pressing entreaties, which he
affected to evade, he gave her to understand, that
there was no person upon earth to whom he would
have recourse in this emergency ; for which reason
he was determined to rid himself of all his cares at
once, upon the friendly point of his own faithful
sword.

Such a dreadful resolution could not fail to ope-
rate upon the tender passions of his dulcinea

; she
was instantly seized with an agony of fear and dis-
traction. Her grief manifested itself in a flood of
tears, while she hung round his neck, conjurino-
him in the most melting terms, by their mutual
love, in which they had been so happy, to lay aside
that fatal determination, which would infallibly
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involve her in the same fate
;
for, she took Heaven

to witness, that she would not one moment survive
the knowledge of his death.
He was not deficient in expressions of reciprocal

regard. He extolled her love and tenderness with
a most extravagant eulogium, and seemed wrung
with mortal anguish at the prospect of parting for
ever from his lovely Wilhelmina ; but his honour
was a stern and rigid creditor, that could not be
appeased, except with his blood ; and all the boon
she could obtain, by dint of the most woefid sup-
plication, was a promise to defer the execution of
his baleful purpose for the space offour-and-twenty
hours, during which she hoped Heaven would com-
passionate her sufferings, and inspire her with some
contrivance for their mutual relief. Thus he yielded
to her fervent request, rather with a view to calm
the present transports of her sorrow, than with any
expectation of seeing himself redeemed from his
fate by her interposition ; such at least were his
professions when he took his leave, assuring her,
that he would not quit his being before he shoidd
have devoted a few hours to another interview with
the dear object of his love.

Having thus kindled the train, he did not doubt
that the mine of his craft would take effect, and
repaired to his own lodging, in full persuasion of
seeing his aim accomplished, before the time fixed
for their last assignation. His prognostic was next
morning verified by the arrival of a messenger,
who brought to him a small parcel, to which was
cemented, with sealing wax, the following epistle :

"Jewelofmy Soul!—Scarce had you, last night, quittedmy disconsolate arms, when 1 happily recollected that there
was in my possession a gold chain, of value more than suffi-
cient to answer the exigence of your present occasions It
was pledged to my grandfather for two hundred crowns by a
knight oi Malta, who soon after perished in a sea engagement
with the enemies of our faith, so that it became the property
of our house, and was bequeathed to me by the old gentle-
man, as a memorial of his particular affection. Upon whom
can I more properly bestow it, than him who is already master
of my heart! Receive it, therefore, from the bearer of this
billet, and convert it, without scruple, to that use which shall
be most conducive to your ease and satisfaction ; nor seek
from a true romantic notion of honour, which I know you
entertain, to excuse yourself from accepting this testimony
of my affection. For I have already sworn before an image
of our blessed lady, that I will no longer own you as the
sovereign of my heart, nor even indulge you with another in-
terview, if you reject this mark of tenderness and concern
from your ever faithful " Wilhelmina."

The heart of our adventurer began to bound with
joy when he surveyed the contents of this letter

;

and his eyes sparkled with transport at sight of the
chain, which he immediately perceived to be worth
twice the sum she had mentioned. Nevertheless,
he would not avail himself, without further question]
of her generosity

; but, that same night, repairing
to her apartment at the usual hour of meeting, he
prostrated himselfbefore her, and counterfeiting ex-
treme agitation of spirit, begged, in the most urgent
terms, not even unaccompanied with tears, that she
would take back the present, which he tendered for
her acceptance, and spare him the most insufferable
mortification of thinking himself exposed to the
imputation of being mercenary in his love. Such,
he said, was the delicacy of his passion, that he
could not possibly exist under the apprehension of
incurring a censure so unworthy of his sentiments;
and he would a thousand times sooner undergo the
persecution of his rancorous creditor, than bear the
thought of being in the smallest consideration les-
sened in her esteem

; nay, so far did he carry his
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pretensions to punctilio, as to protest, that, should

she refuse to quiet the scruples of his honour on

this score, her unyielding beneficence would serve

only to hasten the execution of his determined pur-

pose, to withdraw himself at once from a life of

vanity and misfortune.

The more pathetically he pleaded for her com-
pliance, the more strenuously did she resist his re-

monstrances. She advanced all the arguments her

reason, love, and terror, could suggest, reminded

him of her oath, from which he could not suppose

she would recede, whatever the consequence might

be ; and in conclusion vowed to Heaven, with great

solemnity and devotion, that she would not survive

the news of his death. Thus the alternative she

offered, was either to retain the chain and be happy
in her affection, or forfeit all title to her love, and

die in the conviction of having brought his inno-

cent mistress to an untimely grave.

His fortitude was not proof against this last con-

sideration. " My savage honour," said he, " would

enable me to endure the pangs of eternal separation

in the confidence of being endowed with the power

of ending these tortures by the energy of my own
hand ; but the prospect of Wilhelmina's death, and
that too occasioned by my inflexibility, disarms my
soul of all her resolution, swallows up the dictates

of my jealous pride, and fills my bosom with such

a gush of tenderness and sorrow, as overwhelms

the whole economy of my purpose ! Yes, enchant-

ing creature ! I sacrifice my glory to that irre-

sistible reflection ; and, rather than know myself

the cruel instrument of robbing the world of such

perfection, consent to retain the fatal testimony of

your love."

So saying, he pocketed the chain, with an air of

ineffable mortification, and was rewarded for his

compliance with the most endearing caresses of his

dulcinea, who, amidst the tumults of her joy,

ejaculated a thousand acknowledgments to Heaven
for having blessed her with the affection of such a

man, whose honour was unrivalled by any thing

but his love.

CHAPTER XVI.

His Success begets a blind Security, by which he is once

again well nigh entrapped in his Dulcinea's Apartment.

In this manner did the crafty Fathom turn to ac-

count those ingratiating qualifications he inherited

from nature, and maintain, with incredible assiduity

and circumspection, an amorous correspondence

with two domestic rivals, who watched the conduct

of each other with the most indefatigable virulence

of envious suspicion, until an accident happened,

which had well nigh overturned the bark of his

policy, and induced him to alter the course, that

he might not be shipwrecked on the rocks that

began to multiply in the prosecution of his present

voyage.

The jeweller, who, as a German, wanted neither

pride nor ostentation, never failed to celebrate the

anniversary of his birth by an annual feast granted

to his neighbours and friends ; and on these occa-

sions was accustomed to wear that chain which,

though bequeathed to his daughter, he considered

as an ornament appertaining to the family, whereof
he himself was head. Accordingly, when the time
of this festival revolved, he, as usual, ordered Wil-
helmina to surrender it for the day. This injunc-

tion, the reader will perceive, our young lady was

in no condition to obey ; she had, however, fore-

seen the demand, and contrived a scheme of beha-
viour for the occasion, which she forthwith put in

execution.

With an air of uncommon cheerfulness, pur-

posely assumed, she retired to her closet, on pre-

tence of complying with his desire, and having
employed a few minutes in rummaging her drawers
and disordering her movables, uttered a loud

shriek, that brought her father instantly into the

apartment, where he found his daughter tossing

about her clothes and trinkets with violent demon-
strations of disorder and affright, and heard her,

in a lamentable strain, declare that she was robbed

of her chain, and for ever undone. This was so

far from being an agreeable intimation to the

jeweller, that he was struck dumb with astonish-

ment and vexation, and it was not till after a long

pause that he pronounced the word Sacrament

!

with an emphasis denoting the most mortifying

surprise.

Soon as that exclamation escaped from his lips,

he flew to the scrutoire as if instinctively, and,

joining Wilhelmina in her occupation, tumbled its

whole contents upon the floor in a trice.

While he was thus employed, in the most ex-

pressive silence, the wife of his bosom chanced to

pass that way, and seeing them both occupied with

such violence and trepidation, believed at first that

they were certainly actuated by the spirit of frenzy

;

but, when she interposed, by asking, with great

earnestness, the cause of such transports, and dis-

tracted behaviour, and heard her husband reply,

with an accent of despair, " The chain ! the chain

of my forefathers is no more !" she immediately

justified his emotion, by undergoing the same
alarm, and, without further hesitation, engaged her-

self in the search, beginning with a song, which

might be compared to the hymn of battle among
the Greeks, or rather more aptly to that which the

Spartan females sung round the altar of Diana,

surnamed Orthian ; for it was attended with

strange gesticulations, and, in the course of utter-

ance, became so loud and shrill, that the guests,

who were by this time partly assembled, being

confounded at the clamour, rushed towards the

place from whence it seemed to proceed, and found

their landlord, with his wife and daughter, in the

attitudes of distraction and despair.

When they understood the nature of the case,

they condoled the family on their misfortune, and

would have retired, on the supposition that it would

defeat the mirthful intent of their meeting ; but the

jeweller, mustering up bis whole temper and hospi-

tality, entreated them to excuse his disorder, and

favour him with their company, which, he ob-

served, was now more than ever wanted, to dispel

the melancholy ideas inspired by his loss. Not-

withstanding this apology, and the efforts he made

in the sequel to entertain his friends with jollity

and good-humour, his heart was so linked to the

chain, that he could not detach himself from the

thoughts of it, which invaded him at short intervals

in such qualms as effectually spoiled Ins appetite,

and hindered his digestion.

He revolved within himself the circumstances

of his disaster, and, in canvassing all the probable

means by which the chain woidd be stolen, con-

cluded that the deed must have been done by some

person in the family, who. in consequence of having

access to his daughter's chamber, had either found
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the drawer left open by her carelessness and neg-
lect, or found means to obtain a false key, by some
waxen impression ; for the locks of the escritoir
were safe and uninjured. His suspicion being thus
confined within his own house, sometimes pitched
upon his workmen, and sometimes upon his wife,
who, he thought, was the more likely to practise
snch finesse, as she considered Wilhelmina in the
light of a daughter-in-law, whose interest interfered
with her own, and who had often harangued to
him in private on the folly of leaving this very
chain in the young lady's possession.
The more he considered this subject, he thought

lie saw the more reason to attribute the damage he
had sustained to the machinations of his spouse,
who, he did not doubt, was disposed to feather her
own nest, at the expense of him and his heirs, and
who, with the same honest intention, had already
secreted, for her private use, those inconsiderable
jewels which of late had at different times been
missing. Aroused by these sentiments, he resolved
to retaliate her own schemes, by contriving means
to visit her cabinet in secret, and, if possible, to rob
the robber of the spoils she had gathered to his
prejudice, without coming to any explanation,
which might end in domestic turmoils and eternal
disquiet.

While the husband exercised his reflection in
this manner, his innocent mate did not allow the
powers of her imagination to rest in idleness and
sloth. Her observations touching the loss of the
chain were such as a suspicious woman, biassed by
hatred and envy, would naturally make. To her
it seemed highly improbable, that a thing of such
value, so carefully deposited, should vanish without
the connivance of its keeper, and without much
expense of conjecture, divined the true manner in
which it was conveyed. The sole difficulty that
occurred in the researches of her sagacity, was to
know the gallant who had been favoured with such
a pledge of Wilhelmina's affection; for, as the
reader will easily imagine, she never dreamed of
viewing Ferdinand in that odious perspective. In
order to satisfy her curiosity, discover this happy
favourite, and be revenged on her petulant rival,
she prevailed upon the jeweller to employ a scout'
who should watch all night upon the stair, without
the ksowledge of any other person in the family,
alleging, that in all likelihood the housemaid gave
private admittance to some lover who was the
author of all the losses they had lately suffered,
and that they might possibly detect him in his
nocturnal adventures ; and observing that it would
be imprudent to intimate their design to Wilhel-
mina, lest, through the heedlessness and indiscre-
tion of youth, she might chance to divulge the
secret, so as to frustrate their aim.
A Swiss, in whose honesty the German could

confide, being hired for this purpose, was posted in
a dark corner of the staircase, within a few paces
of the door, which he was directed to watch, and
actually stood sentinel three nights, without per-
ceiving the least object of suspicion

; but, on the
fourth, the evil stars of our adventurer conducted
him to the spot, on his voyage to the apartment of
his dulcinea, with whom he had preconcerted the
assignation. Having made the signal, which con-
sisted of two gentle taps on her door, he was imme-
diately admitted : and the Swiss no sooner saw him
fairly housed, than he crept softly to the other door,
that was left open for the purpose, and gave immediate
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intimation of what he had perceived. This intelli-
gence, however, he could not convey so secretly,
but the lovers, who were always vigilant upon these
occasions, overheard a sort of commotion in the
jeweller's chamber, the cause of which their appre-
hension was ingenious enough to comprehend.
We have formerly observed that our adventurer

could not make his retreat by the door, without
running a very great risk of being detected, and
the expedient of the chimney he had no inclination
to repeat

; so that he found himself in a very un-
comfortable dilemma, and was utterly abandoned
by all his invention and address, when his mistress,
in a whisper, desired him to begin a dialogue, aloud,
in an apology, importing, that he had mistaken the
door, and that his intention was to visit her father,
touching a ring belonging to the young Count Mel-
yil, which she knew Fathom had put into his hands,
in order to be altered.

Ferdinand, seizing the hint, availed himself of it

without delay, and, unbolting the door, pronounced
in an audible voice, " Upon my honour, Made-
moiselle, you wrong my intention, if you imagine
I came hither with any disrespectful or dishonour-
able motive. I have business with your father,
which cannot be delayed till to-morrow, without
manifest prejudice to my friend and myself; there-
fore I took the liberty of visiting him at these
untimely hours, and it has been my misfortune to
mistake the door in the dark. I beg pardon for
my involuntary intrusion, and again assure you, that
nothing was farther from my thoughts than any
design to violate that respect which I have always
entertained for you and your father's family."
To this remonstrance, which was distinctly heard

by the German and his wife, who by this time
stood listening at the door, the young lady replied,
in a shrill accent of displeasure, " Sir, I am bound
to believe that all your actions are conducted by
honour

; but you must give me leave to tell you,
that your mistake is a little extraordinary, and your
visit, even to my father, at this time of the night,
altogether unseasonable, if not mysterious. As for
the interruption I have suffered in my repose, I
impute it to my own forgetful ness, in leaving my
door unlocked, and blame myself so severely for
the omission, that I shall, to-morrow, put it out ofmy

' own power to be guilty of the like for the future, by
ordering the passage to be nailed up ; meanwhile,
ifyou would persuade me ofyour well-meaning, you
will instantly withdraw, lest my reputation should
suffer by your continuance in my apartment."

" Madam," answered our hero, " I will not give
you an opportunity to repeat the command, which
I shall forthwith obey, after having entreated you
once more to forgive the disturbance I have given."
So saying, he gently opened the door, and, at sight
of the German and his wife, who, he well knew
wai'ed for his exit, started back, and gave tokens
of confusion, which was partly real and partly
affected. The jeweller, fully satisfied with Fathom's
declaration to his daughter, received him with a
complaisant look, and, in order to alleviate his con-
cern, gave him to understand, that he already knew
the reason of his being in that apartment, and
desired to be informed of what had procured him
the honour to see him at such a juncture.

_

" My dear friend," said our adventurer, pretend-
ing to recoUect himselfwith difficulty, " I am utterly
ashamed and confounded to be discovered in this
situation

;
but, as you have overheard what passed
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between mademoiselle and me, I know you will do

justice to my intention, and forgive my mistake.

After begging pardon for baving intruded upon

your family at these hours, I must now tell you,

that my cousin, Count MehdL was some time ago

so much misrepresented to his mother by certain

malicious informers, who delight in sowing discord

in private families, that she actually believed her

son an extravagant spendthrift, who had not only-

consumed his remittances in the most riotous scenes

of disorder, but also indulged a pernicious appetite

for gaming, to such a degree, that he had lost all

his clothes and jewels at play. In consequence of

such false information, she expostulated with him

in a severe letter, and desired he would transmit to

her that ring which is in your custody, it being a

family stone, for which she expressed an inesti-

mable value. The young gentleman, in his answer to

her reproof, endeavoured to vindicate himself from

the aspersions which had been cast upon his cha-

racter, and, with regard to the ring, told her it was

at present in the hands of a jeweller, in order to be

new set according to her own directions, and that,

whenever it should be altered, he would send it

home to her by some safe conveyance. This

account the good lady took for an evasion, and
upon that supposition has again written to him, in

such a provoking style, that, although the letter

arrived but half an hour ago. he is determined to

despatch a courier before morning with the mis-

chievous ring, for which, in compliance with the

impetuosity of his temper, I have taken the free-

dom to disturb you at this unseasonable hour."

The German paid implicit faith to every circum-

stance of his story, which indeed could not well be

supposed to be invented extempore ; the ring was
immediately restored, and our adventurer took his

leave, congratulating himself upon his signal deli-

verance from the snare in which he had fallen.

CHAPTER XVH.
The Step-dame's Suspicions being awakened, she lays a Snare

for oui Adventurer, from which he is delivered by the in-

terposition of his Good Genius.

Though the husband swallowed the bait without
further inquiry, the penetration of the wife was not
so easily deceived. That same dialogue in Wilhel-
mina's apartment, far from allaying, rather inflamed
her suspicion ; because, in the like emergency, she
herself had once profited by the same, or nearly
the same contrivance. Without communicating her
doubts to the father, she resolved to double her
attention to the daughter's future conduct, and
keep such a strict eye over the behaviour of our
gallant, that he should find it very difficult, if not
impossible, to_ elude her observation, For this

purpose she took into her pay an old maiden, of the
right sour disposition, who lived in a house opposite
to her own, and directed her to follow the young
lady in all her outgoings, whenever she should re-

ceive from the window a certain signal, which the
mother-in-law agreed to make for the occasion. It

was not long before this scheme succeeded to her
wish. The door of communication betwixt Wilhel-
mina's apartment and the staircase being nailed up
by the jeweller's express order, our adventurer was
altogether deprived of those opportunities he had
hitherto enjoyed, and was not at all mortified to
find himself so restricted in a correspondence which

began to be tiresome and disagreeable. But the

case was far otherwise with his duleinea, whose
passion, the more it was thwarted, raged with

greater violence, like a fire, that, from the attempts

that are made to extinguish it, gathers greater

force, and flames with double fury.

Upon the second day of her misfortune, she had
written a very tender billet, lamenting her unhappi-

ness in being deprived of those meetings which
constituted the chief joy of her life, and entreating

him to contrive some means of renewing the deli-

cious commerce in an unsuspected place. This

intimation she proposed to convey privately into

the hand of her lover, during his next visit to the

family ; but both were so narrowly eyed by the

mother, that she found the execution of her design

impracticable ; and next forenoon, on pretence of

going to church, repaired to the house of a compa-
nion, who, being also her confidant, undertook to

deliver the billet with her own hand.

The she-dragon employed by her mother, in

obedience to the sign which was displayed from
the window, immediately put on her veil, and

followed Wilhelmina at a distance, until she saw
her fairly housed. She would not even then re-

turn from her excursion, but hovered about in

sight of the door, with a view of making further

observations. In less than five minutes after the

young lady disappeared, the scout perceived her

coming out, accompanied by her comrade, from
whom she instantly parted, and bent her way
towards the church in good earnest, while the

other steered her course in another direction. The
duenna, after a moment's suspense and considera-

tion, divined the true cause of this short visit, and

resolved to watch the motions of the confidant,

whom she traced to the academy in w hich our

hero lodged, and from which she saw her return,

after the supposed message was delivered.

Fraught with this intelligence, the rancorous

understrapper hied her home to the jeweller's wife,

and made a faithful recital of what she had seen,

communicating at the same time her own conjec-

tures on that subject. Her employer was equally

astonished and incensed at this information. She
was seized with all that frenzy which takes pos-

session of a slighted woman, when she finds her-

self supplanted by a detested rival ; and, in the first

transports of her indignation, devoted them as

sacrifices to her vengeance. Nor was her surprise

so much the effect of his dissimulation, as of his

want of taste and discernment. She inveighed

against him, not as the most treacherous lover, but

as the most abject wretch, in courting the smiles of

such an awkward dowdy, while he enjoyed the

favours of a woman who had numbered princes in

the train of her admirers. For the brilliauc) of

her attractions, such as they at present shone, sne

appealed to the decision of her minister, who con-

sulted her own satisfaction and interest, by flatter-

ing the other's vanity and resentment ; and so

unaccountable did the depravity of our hero's

judgment appear to this conceited dame, that she

began to believe there was some mistake in the

person, and to hope that Wilhehnina's gallant was
not in reality her professed admirer, Mr. Fathom,
but rather one of his fellow-lodgers, whose passion

he favoured with his mediation and assistance.

On this notion, which nothing but mere vanity

could have inspired, in opposition to so many more
weighty presumptions, she took the resolution of
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bringing the affair to a fuller explanation, before
she would concert any measures to the prejudice of
our adventurer, and forthwith despatched her spy
back to his lodgings, to solicit, on the part of Wil-
hehnma, an immediate answer to the letter he had
received. This was an expedition with which the
old maiden would have willingly dispensed, because
it was founded upon an uncertainty, which might
be attended with troublesome consequences

; but,
rather than be the means of retarding a negotiation
so productive of that sort of mischief which is
particularly agreeable to all of her tribe, she under-
took to manage and effect the discovery, in full
confidence of her own talents and experience.
With such a fund of self-sufficiency and instiga-

tion, she repaired to the academy on the instant
and inquiring for Mr. Fathom, was introduced to
his apartment, where she found him in the very
act of writing a billet to the jeweller's daughter.
Ihe artful agent having asked, with the mysterious
air of an expert go-between, if he had not lately
received a message from a certain young lady • and
being answered in the affirmative, gave him to
understand, that she herself was a person favoured
with the friendship and confidence of Wilhelmina
whom she had known from her cradle, and often
dandled on her knee ; then in the genuine style of
a prattling dry nurse, she launched out in enco-
miums on his dulcinea's beauty and sweetness of
temper, recounting many simple occurrences of her
infancy and childhood ; and finally, desiring a more
circumstantial answer to that which she had sent
to him by her friend Catherina. In the course of
her loquacity, she had also, according to her in-
structions, hinted at the misfortune of the door

;

and, on the whole, performed her cue with such
dexterity and discretion, that our politician was
actually overreached, and, having finished his
epistle, committed it to her care, with many verbal
expressions of eternal love and fidelity to his
charming Wilhelmina.
The messenger, doubly rejoiced at her achieve-

ment, which not only recommended her ministry
but also gratified her malice, returned to her prin-
cipal with great exultation, and delivering the
letter, the reader will easily conceive the transports
of that lady when she read the contents of it in
these words.

«,Il
ANGEL

u
IC Wilhelmika!— To forget those ecstaticscenes we have enjoyed together, or even live without theeon inuatton of that mutual bliss, were to quit all title toperception, and resign every hope of future happiness. No 'my charmer, while my head retains the least spark of invent

tion, and my heart glows with the resolution of a man ourcorrespondence shall not be cut off by Ihe machination iofan envious step-mother, who never had attractions to inspirea generous passion
; and, now that age and wrinkles havedestroyed what little share of beauty she once possessedendeavours, hke the fiend in paradise to blast thole joys in

n H^0"1 Wh 'C" She
,

is herself eternally excluded. Doubtnot, dear sovereign of my soul! that I will study, with allthe eagerness of desiring love, how to frustrate her maliciousMention, and renew those transporting moments, the remembrance of which now warms the breast of vour ever
(UllS-tilllt i- nFathom. "

Had our hero murdered her father, or left her a
disconsolate widow, by effecting the death of her
dear husband, there might have been a possibility
of her exerting the Christian virtues of resignation
and forgiveness

; but such a personal outrage as
that contained in this epistle precluded all hope of
pardon, and rendered penitence of no signification
His atrocious crime being now fully ascertained
this virago gave a loose to her resentment, which
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became so loud and tempestuous, that her informer
shuddered at the storm she had raised, and began
to repent of having communicated the intelligence
which seemed to have such a violent effect upon
her brain.

She endeavoured, however, to allay the agita-
tion, by flattering her fancy with the prospect of
revenge, and gradually soothed her into a state of
deliberate ire

; during which she determined to
take ample vengeance on the delinquent. In the
zenith of her rage, she would have had immediate
recourse to poison or steel, had she not been
diverted from her mortal purpose by her counsellor,
who represented the danger of engaging in such
violent measures, and proposed a more secure
scheme, in the execution of which she would see
the perfidious wretch sufficiently punished, without
any hazard to her own person or reputation. She
advised her to inform the jeweller of Fathom's
efforts to seduce her conjugal fidelity, and impart to
him a plan, by which he would have it in his power
to detect our adventurer in the very act of prac-
tising upon her virtue.

The lady relished her proposal, and actually
resolved to make an assignation with Ferdinand,
as usual, and give notice of the appointment to her
husband, that he might personally discover the
treachery of his pretended friend, and inflict upon
him such chastisement as the German's brutal dis-
position should suggest, when inflamed by that
species of provocation. Had this project been
brought to bear, Ferdinand, in all likelihood, would
have been disqualified from engaging in any future
intrigue

;
but fate ordained that the design should

be defeated, in order to reserve him for more im-
portant occasions.

Before the circumstances of the plan could be
adjusted, it was his good fortune to meet his dul-
cmea m the street, and, in the midst of their
mutual condolence on the interruption they had
suffered in their correspondence, he assured her,
that he would never give his invention respite,
until he should have verified the protestations con-
tained in the letter he had delivered to her discreet
agent. This allusion to a billet she had never
received, did not fail to alarm her fears, and intro-
duce a very mortifying explanation, in which he so
accurately described the person of the messenger,
that she forthwith comprehended the plot, and
communicated to our hero her sentiments on that
subject.

Though he expressed infinite anxiety and chagrin
at this misfortune, which could not fail to raise new
obstacles to their love, his heart was a strano-er to
the uneasiness he affected ; and rather pleased with
the occasion, which would furnish him with pre-
tences to withdraw himself gradually from an inter-
course by this time become equally cloying and
unprofitable. Being well acquainted with the mo-
ther s temperament, he guessed the present situation
of her thoughts, -and concluding she would make
the jeweller a party in her revenge, he resolved
trom that moment to discontinue "his visits, and
cautiously guard against any future interview with
the lady whom he had rendered so implacable

It was well for our adventurer that his good for-
tune so seasonably interposed

; for that same daym the afternoon, he was favoured with a billet from
the jeweller's wife, couched in the same tender style
she had formerly used, and importing an earnest
desire of seeing him next day at the wonted
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rendezvous. Although his penetration was sufficient

to perceive the drift of this message, or at least to

discern the risk he should run in complying with

her request, yet he was willing to he more fully

certified of the truth of his suspicion, and wrote

an answer to the billet, in which he assured her,

that he would repair to the place of appointment

with all the punctuality of an impatient lover.

Nevertheless, instead of" performing this promise,

he, in the morning, took post in a public house

opposite to the place of assignation, in order to

reconnoitre the ground, and about noon had the

pleasure of seeing the German, wrapped in a cloak,

enter the door of his wife's she-friend, though

the appointment was fixed at five in the evening.

Fathom blessed his good angel for having conducted

him clear of this conspiracy, and kept his station

with great tranquillity till the hour of meeting,

when he beheld his enraged Thalestris take the

same route, and enjoyed her disappointment with

ineffable satisfaction.

Thus favoured with a pretext, he took his leave

of her, in a letter, giving her to understand, that

tie was no stranger to the barbarous snare she had

aid for him ; and upbraiding her with having

nade such an ungrateful return for all his tender-

ness and attachment. She was not backward in

conveying a reply to this expostulation, which

seemed to have been dictated in all the distraction

of a proud woman who sees her vengeance baffled,

as well as her love disdained. Her letter was no-

thing but a succession of reproaches, menaces, and

incoherent execrations. She taxed him with kna-

very, insensibility, and dissimulation ;
imprecated a

thousand curses upon his head, and threatened not

only to persecute his life with all the arts that hell

and malice could inspire, but also to wound him in

the person of her daughter-in-law, who should be

enclosed for life in a convent, where she should

have leisure to repent of those loose and disorderly

practices which he had taught her to commit, and

of which she could not pretend innocence, as they

had it in their power to confront her with the

evidence of her lover's own confession. Yet all

this denunciation was qualified with an alternative,

by which he was given to understand, that the

gates of mercy were still open, and that penitence

was capable of washing out the deepest stain of guilt.

Ferdinand read the whole remonstrance with

great composure and moderation, and was content

to incur the hazard of her hate, rather than put her

to the trouble of making such an effort of gene-

rosity, as would induce her to forgive the heinous

offence he had committed ; nor did his apprehen-

sion for Wilhelmina in the least influence his be-

haviour on this occasion. So zealous was he for

her spiritual concerns, that he would have been

glad to hear she had actually taken the veil ; but he

knew such a step was not at all agreeable to her

disposition, and that no violence would be offered

to her inclinations on that score, unless her step-

mother should communicate to the father that letter

of Fathom's which she had intercepted, and by

which the German would be convinced of his

daughter's backsliding ; but this measure, he rightly

supposed, the wife would not venture to take, lest

the husband, instead of taking her advice touching-

the young lady, should seek to compromise the

affair, by offering her in marriage to her debaucher,

a proffer, which, if accepted, would overwhelm the

mother with vexation and despair. He therefore

chose to trust to the effects of lenient time, which

he hoped would gradually weaken the resentment

of this Penthesilea, and dissolve his connexion

with the other parts of the family, from which he

longed to be totally detached.

How well soever he might have succeeded in his

attempts to shake off the yoke of the mother, who
by her situation in life was restrained from prose-

cuting those measures her resentment had planned

against his fortitude and indifference ; he would

have found greater difficulty than he had foreseen,

in disengaging himself from the daughter, whose

affections he had won under the most solemn pro-

fessions of honour and fidelity, and who, now she

was debarred of his company and conversation,

and in danger of losing him for ever, had actually

taken the resolution of disclosing the amour to her

father, that he might interpose in behalf of her

peace and reputation, and secure her happiness by
the sanction of the church.

CHAPTER XVIII.

Our Hero departs from Vienna, and quits the Domain of

Venus for the rough Field of Mars.

Luckily for our adventurer, before he adhered to

this determination, the yount Count de Melvil was

summoned to Presburg by his father, w ho desired

to see him, before he should take the field, in con-

sequence of a rupture between the Emperor and

the French king ; and Fathom of course quitted

Vienna, in order to attend his patron, after he and

Renaldo had resided two whole years in that

capital, where the former had made himself perfect

in all the polite exercises, become master of the

French tongue, and learned to speak the Italian

with great facility ; over and above those other

accomplishments in which we have represented

him as an inimitable original.

As for the yount Count, his exteriors were so

much improved by the company to which he had

access, since his departure from his father's house,

that his parents were equally surprised and over-

joyed at the alteration. All that awkwardness and

rusticity, which hung upon his deportment, was,

like the rough coat of a diamond, polished away

;

the connexion and disposition of his limbs seemed

to have been adjusted anew ; his carriage was be-

come easy, his air perfectly genteel, and his con-

versation "gay and unrestrained. The merit of this

reformation "was in a great measure ascribed to the

care and example of Mr. Fathom, who was re-

ceived by the old Count and his lady with marks

of singular friendship and esteem ; nor was he

overlooked by Mademoiselle, who still remained in

a state of celibacy, and seemed to have resigned all

hope of altering her condition ; she expressed un-

common satisfaction at the return of her old fa-

vourite, and re-admitted him into the same degree of

familiarity with which he had been honoured before

his departure.

The joy of Teresa was so excessive at his arrival,

that she could scarce suppress her raptures, so as

to conceal them from the notice of the family ;
and

our hero, upon this occasion, performed the part of

an exquisite actor, in dissembling those transports

which his bosom never knew. So well had this

pupil retained the lessons of her instructor, that, in

the midst of those fraudulent appropriations, which

she still continued to make, she had found means

to support her interest and character with Made-

moiselle, and even to acquire such influence in
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the family, that no other servant, male or female,
could pretend to live under the same roof, without
paying incessant homage to this artful waiting-
woman, and yielding the most abject submission
to her will.

The young gentlemen having tarried at Presburg
about six weeks, during which a small field equi-
page was prepared for Renaldo, they repaired to the
camp at Heilbron, under the auspices of Count
Melvil, in whose regiment they carried arms as
volunteers, with a view to merit promotion in the
service by their own personal behaviour. Our ad-
venturer would have willingly dispensed with this
occasion of signalizing himself, his talents being
much better adapted to another sphere of life;
nevertheless, he affected uncommon alacrity at the
prospect of gathering laurels in the field, and sub-
scribed to his fortune with a good grace ; fore-
seeing, that even in a campaign, a man of his art
and ingenuity might find means to consult his cor-
poral safety, without any danger to his reputation.
Accordingly, before he had lived full three weeks
in camp, the damp situation, and sudden change in
his way of life, had such a violent effect upon his
constitution, that he was deprived of the use of all
his hmbs, and mourned, without ceasing, his hard
fate, by which he found himself precluded from all
opportunity of exerting his diligence, courage and
activity, in the character of a soldier, to which he
now aspired.

Renaldo, who was actually enamoured ofa martial
life, and missed no occasion of distinguishing him-
self, consoled his companion with great cordiality,
encouraged him with the hope of seeing his con-
stitution familiarized to the inconveniences of a
camp, and accommodated him with every thing
which he thought would alleviate the pain of his
body, as well as the anxiety of his mind. The old
Count, who sincerely sympathised with his afflic-
tion, would have persuaded him to retire into
quarters, where he could be carefully nursed, and
provided with every thing necessary to a person in
his condition ; but such was his desire of glory,
that he resisted his patron's importunities with
great constancy, till at length, seeing the old gentle-
man obstinately determined to consult his health
by removing him from the field, he gradually suf-
fered himself to recover the use of his hands, made
shift to sit up in his bed, and amuse himself with
cards or backgammon, and, notwithstanding the
feeble condition of his legs, ventured to ride out on
horseback to visit the lines, though the Count and
his son would never yield to his solicitations so far,
as to let him accompany Renaldo in those excur-
sions and reconnoitring parties, by which a volun-
teer inures himself to toil and peril, and acquires
that knowledge in the operations of war, which
qualifies him for a command in the service.

Notwithstanding this exemption from all duty,
our adventurer managed matters so as to pass for
a youth of infinite mettle, and even rendered his
backwardness and timidity subservient to the sup-
port of that character, by expressing an impatience
of lying inactive, and a desire of signalizing his
prowess, which even the disabled condition of his
body could scarce restrain. He must be a man of
very weak nerves and excessive irresolution, who
can live in the midst of actual service, without im-
bibing some portion of military fortitude : danger
becomes habitual, and loses a great part of its
terror

; and as fear is often caught by contagion,
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so is courage communicated among the individuals
ofan army. The hope offame, desire ofhonours and
preferment, envy, emulation, and the dread of dis-
grace, are motives which cooperate in suppressing
that aversion to death or mutilation, which nature
hath implanted in the human mind ; and therefore
it is not to be wondered at, if Fathom, who was
naturally chicken-hearted, gained some advantages
over his disposition before the end of the campaign,
which happened to be neither perilous nor severe.
During the winter, while both armies remainedm quarters, our adventurer attended his patron to

Presburg, and, before the troops were in motion,
Renaldo obtained a commission, in consequence
of which he went into garrison at Philipsburg,
whither he was followed by our hero, while the
old Count's duty called him to the field in a dif-
ferent place. Ferdinand for some time had no
reason to be dissatisfied with this disposition, by
which he was at once delivered from the fatigues
of a campaign, and the inspection of a severe censorm the person of Count Melvil ; and his satisfaction
was still increased by an accidental meeting with
the Tyrolese who had been his confederate at
Vienna, and now chanced to serve in garrison on
the same footing with himself. These two knights-
errant renewed their former correspondence, and,
as all soldiers are addicted to gaming, levied con-
tributions upon all those officers who had money
to lose, and temerity to play.
However, they had not long pursued this branch

of traffic, when their success was interrupted by a
very serious occurrence, that for the present entirely
detached the gentlemen in the garrison from such
amusements. The French troops invested Fort
Kehl, situated on the Rhine, opposite to Strasburg;
and the Imperialists, dreading that the next storm
would fall upon Philipsburg, employed themselves
with great diligence to put that important fortress
in a proper posture of defence. If the suspension
of play was displeasing to our hero, the expectation
of being besieged was by no means more agreeable.
He knew the excellence of the French engineers,
the power of their artillery, and the perseverance
of their general. He felt, by anticipation, the toils
of hard duty upon the works, the horrors of night-
alarms, cannonading, bombardment, sallies, and
mines blown up; and deliberated with himself
whether or not he should privately withdraw, and
take refuge among the besiegers; but, when he
reflected that such a step, besides the infamy that
must attend it, would be like that of running upon
Scylla, seeking to avoid Charybdis, as he would be
exposed to more danger and inconvenience in the
trenches than he could possibly undergo in the
town, and after all run the risk of being taken and
treated as a deserter

; upon these considerations he
resolved to submit himself to his destiny, and en-
deavoured to mitigate the rigour of his fate by
those arts he had formerly practised with success.
He accordingly found means to enjoy a very bad
state of health during the whole siege, which lasted
about six weeks after the trenches were opened

;

and then the garrison marched out by capitulation'
with all the honours of war.

CHAPTER XIX.
He puts himself under the Guidance of his Associate, and
stumbles upon the French Camp, where he finishes his

Military Career.

Nothing else of moment was transacted during
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that campaign ; and in the winter our adventurer,

with the young Count, and his friend the Tyrolese,

were disposed in quarters of cantonment, where

Ferdinand made himself amends for the chagrin he

had undergone, by the exercise of those talents in

which he excelled. Not that he was satisfied with

the sphere of life in which he acted ;
though he

knew himself consummate in the art of play, he

was not at all ambitious of a gamester's name ; nor

did he find himself disposed to hazard those dis-

coveries and explanations to which heroes of that

class are sometimes necessarily exposed. His aim

was to dwell among the tents of civil life, undis-

turbed by quarrels and the din of war, and render

mankind subservient to his interest, not by strata-

gems which irritate, but by that suppleness of

insinuation, which could not fail to sooth the temper

of those on whom he meant to prey.

He saw that all his expectations of Count Melvil's

future favour were connected with his choice of a

military life ; and that his promotion in the service

would, in a great measure, depend upon his per-

sonal behaviour in such emergencies as he did not

at all wish to encounter. On the other hand, he

confided so much in his own dexterity and address,

that he never doubted of being able to rear a

splendid fortune for himself, provided he could

once obtain a fixed and firm foundation. He had

in fancy often enjoyed a prospect of England, not

only as his native country, to which, like a true

citizen, he longed to be united; but also as the

land of promise, flowing with milk and honey, and

abounding with subjects on which he knew his

talents would be properly exercised.

These reflections never occurred, without leaving

a strong impression upon the mind of our adven-

turer, which influenced his deliberations in such a

manner, as at length amounted to a perfect resolu-

tion of withdrawing himselfprivately from a service

that teemed with disagreeable events, and of trans-

porting himself into the country of his ancestors,

which he considered as the Canaan of all able

adventurers. But, previous to his appearance on

*hat stage, he was desirous of visiting the metro-

polis of France, in which he hoped to improve

himself in the knowledge of men and things, and

acquire such intelligence as would qualify him to

act a more important part upon the British scene.

After having for some time indulged these prospects

in secret, he determined to accommodate himself

with the company and experience of the Tyrolese,

whom, under the specious title of an associate, he

knew he could convert into a very serviceable tool,

in forwarding the execution of his own projects.

Accordingly, the inclination of this confederate

was sounded by distant hints, and being found apt,

our hero made him privy to his design of decamp-

ing without beat of drum; though at the same

time, he begged his advice touching the method of

their departure, that he might retire with as much
delicacy as the nature of such a step would permit.

Divers" consultations were held upon this subject,

before they adhered to the resolution of making
their escape from the army, after it should have

taken the fiel 1 in the spring ; because, in that case,

they would have frequent opportunities of going

abroad on foraging parties, and, during one of these

excursions, might retire in such a manner as to

persuade their companions that they had fallen into

the enemy's hands.

Agreeable to this determination, the camp was

no sooner formed in Alsace than our associates

began to make preparations for their march, and had

already taken all the previous measures for their

departure, when an accident happened, which our

hero did not fail to convert to his own advantage.

This was no other than the desertion of Benaldo's

valet, who, in consequence of a gentle chastisement,

which he had richly merited, thought proper to

disappear, alter having plundered his master's port-

manteau, which he had forced open for the purpose.

Ferdinand, who was the first person that discovered

the theft, immediately comprehended the whole ad-

venture, and, taking it for granted that the delin-

quent would never return, resolved to finish what

the fugitive had imperfectly performed.

Being favoured with the unreserved confidence

of the young Count, he instantly had recourse to

his bureau, the locks of which he found means to

burst open, and examining a private drawer, con-

trived with great art to conceal Kenaldo's jewels

and cash, made himself master of the contents with-

out hesitation; then cutting open his cloak-bag,

and strewing the tent with his linen and clothes,

began to raise his voice, and produce such a cla-

mour as alarmed the whole neighbourhood, and

brought a great many officers into the tent.

He on this, as on all other occasions, performed

his cue to a miracle, expressing confusion and con-

cern so naturally in his gestures and exclamation,

that no man could possibly suspect his sincerity

;

nay, to such a degree of finesse did his cunning

amount, that when his friend and patron entered, in

consequence of an intimation he soon received of

his loss, our adventurer exhibited undoubted signs

of distraction and delirium, and, springing upon Ke-

naldo with all the frantic fury of a bedlamite,

'• Villain," cried he, " restore the effects you have

stole from your master, or you shall be immediately

committed to the care of the prevot." However

mortified M. de Melvil might be at his own misfor-

tune, the condition of his friend seemed to touch

him more nearly; he undervalued his own loss as a

trifle that could be easily repaired ; said every

thing which he thought would tend to sooth and com-

pose the agitation of Ferdinand ; and finalJy pre-

vailed upon him to retire to rest. The calamity was

wholly attributed to the deserter ; and Benaldo, far

from suspecting the true author, took occasion, from

his behaviour on this emergency, to admire him as

a mirror of integrity and attachment : in such an

exquisite manner did he plan all his designs, that

almost every instance of his fraud furnished matter

of triumph to his reputation.

Having thus profitably exercised his genius, this

subtle politician thought it high time to relinquish

his military expectations, and securing all his valu-

able acquisitions about hisown person, rode out with

his understrapper, in the midst of fifty dragoons, who
went in quest of forage. While the troopers were

employed in making up their trusses, the two ad-

venturers advanced towards the skirt of a wood, on

pretence of reconnoitering, and the Tyrolese, who
undertook to be our hero's guide, directing him to

a path which leads towards Strasburg, they sud-

denly vanished from the eyes of their companions,

who'in a few minutes hearing the report of several

pistols, which the confederates purposely fired, con-

jectured that they had fallen in with a party of

French, by whom they were made prisoners of war.

The Tyrolese had over-rated his own knowledge

when he took upon himself the charge of conduct-
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ing our hero

; for upon their arrival at a certain
place, where two roads crossed each other, he
chanced to follow that which not only frustrated
their intention, but even led them directly to the
French camp ; so that, in the twilight, they fell in
upon one of the out-guards before they were aware
of their mistake. Whatever confusion and per-
plexity they might undergo, when they heard them-
selves questioned by the sentinel on the advanced
post, certain it is, they betrayed no symptoms of
fear or disorder

; but while Ferdinand endeavoured
to recollect himself, his fellow-traveller, with the
appearance of admirable intrepidity and presence
of mind, told the soldier that he and his companion
were two gentlemen of family, who had quitted the
Austrian army, on account of having sustained
some ill usage, which they had no opportunity of
resenting in any other way, and that they were
come to offer their services to the French general,
to whose quarters they desired to be immediately
conveyed.

_

The sentinel, to whom such an instance of deser-
tion was neither rare, nor indeed uncommon, di-
rected them without scruple to the next post, where
they found a Serjeant's party, from which, at their
request, they were transmitted to the officer of the
grand guard, and by him next morning introduced
to Count Coigny, who very politely received them
as volunteers in the army of France. Though
this translation was not at all to our hero's liking,
he was forced to acquiesce in his fate, glad to find
himself, on these terms, in possession of his effects,
of which he would otherwise have been infallibly
rifled.

J

This campaign, however, was the most disagree-
able period of his whole life ; because the manner
in which he had entered into the service subjected
him to the particular observation and notice of the
French officers

; so that he was obliged to be very
alert in his duty, and summon all his fortitude to
maintain the character he had assumed. What
rendered his situation still more unpalatable, was
the activity of both armies in the course of this
season, during which, over and above sundry fa-
tiguing marches and counter-marches, he was per-
sonally engaged in the affair of Halleh, which was
very obstinate

; where, being in the skirts of the
detachment, he was actually wounded in the face by
the sword of an hussar : but this was, luckily for
him, the last time he found himself under the ne-
cessity of exerting his military prowess, for a ces-
sation of arms was proclaimed before he was cured
of his wound, and peace concluded about the end
of the campaign.
During his sojourn in the French camp, he

assumed the character of a man of family, who,
being disgusted at some supercilious treatment he
had met with in the German service, and at the
same time ambitious of carrying arms under the
banners of France, took the opportunity of retreat-
ing by stealth from his friends, accompanied only
by one with whom he could intrust his intention.
In this capacity he had managed his matters to such
advantage, that many French officers of rank were
very well disposed to contribute their interest in his
behalf, had his inclination verged towards promotion
in the army

; but he thought proper to conceal his
real design, under the specious pretext of longing
to see the metropolis of France, that centre of
pleasure and politeness, in which he proposed to
spend some time for the improvement of his address
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and understanding. These were motives too laud-
able to be opposed by bis new patrons, some of
whom furnished him with letters of recommenda-
tion to certain noblemen of the first rank at the
court of Versailles, for which place he and his com-
panion set out from the hanks of the Rhine, very
well satisfied with the honourable dismission they
had obtained from a life of inconvenience, danger
and alarm.

CHAPTER XX.
He prepares a Stratagem, but finds himself countermined-
proceeds on his Journey, and is overtaken by a terrible

Tempest.

In the course of this journey, Ferdinand, who was
never deficient in his political capacity, held a
secret conclave with his own thoughts, not only
touching the plan of his own future conduct, but
also concerning his associate, of whose fidelity and
adherence he began to entertain such doubts as dis-
couraged him from the prosecution of that design
in which the Tyrolese had been at first included :

for he had lately observed him practise the
arts of his occupation among the French officers
with such rapacity and want of caution, as indicated
a dangerous temerity of temper, as well as a furious
rage of acquiring, which might be some time or
other satiated upon his own friends. In other
words, our adventurer was afraid that his accomplice
would profit by his knowledge of the road and
countries through which they travelled, and, after
having made free with his most valuable effects,m consequence of the familiarity subsisting between
them, leave him some morning without the cere-
mony of a formal adieu.

Aroused by this suspicion, he resolved to antici-
pate the supposed intention of the Tyrolese, by
taking his own departure in the same abrupt man-
ner; and this scheme he actually put in execution,
upon their arrival in Bar-le-duc, where it was
agreed they should spend a day to repose and
refresh themselves from the fatigue of hard riding.
Ferdinand, therefore, taking the advantage of his
companion's absence—for the Tyrolese had walked
abroad to view the town—found means to hire a
peasant, who undertook to conduct him through a
by-road as far as Chalons, and with his guide he
accordingly set out on horseback, after having dis-
charged the bill, left a blank paper sealed up in
form of a letter, directed to his friend, and secured
behind his own saddle a pair of leathern bags, in
which his jewels and cash were usually contained.
So eager was our hero to leave the Tyrolese at a con-
siderable distance behind, that he rode all night at
a round pace without halting, and next morning
found himself at a village distant thirteen good
leagues from any part of the route which he and his
companion had at first resolved to pursue.

Here, thinking himself safely delivered from the
cause of all his apprehension, he determined to lie
incognito for a few days, so as that he might run no
risk of an accidental meeting upon the road with
the person whose company he had forsaken

; and
accordingly took possession of an apartment, in
which he went to rest, desiring his guide to wake
him when dinner should be ready. Having enjoyed
a very comfortable refreshment of sleep, with his
bags under his pillow, he was summoned, accord-
ing to his direction, and ate a very hearty meal,
with great tranquillity and internal satisfaction. In
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the afternoon he amused himself -with happy pre-

sages and ideal prospects of his future fortune, and,

in°the midst of these imaginary banquets, -was

seized with an inclination of realizing his bliss, and

regaling his eyesight with the fruits of that success

which had hitherto attended his endeavours. Thus

inflamed, he opened the repository, and, 0 reader

!

what were his reflections, when, in lieu of Made-

moiselle Melvil's ear-rings and necklace, the Ger-

man's golden chain, divers jewels of considerable

value, the spoils of sundry dupes, and about two

hundred ducats in ready money, he found neither

more nor less than a parcel of rusty nails, disposed

in such a manner as to resemble in weight and

bulk the movables he had lost.

It is not to be supposed our adventurer made this

discovery without emotion. If the eternal salvation

of mankind could have been purchased for the tenth

part of his treasure, he would have left the whole

species in a state of reprobation, rather than redeem

them at that price, unless he had seen in the bar-

gain some evident advantage to his own concerns.

One may, therefore, easily conceive with what

milkiness of resignation he bore the loss of the

whole, and saw himself reduced from such affluence

to the necessity of depending upon about twenty-

ducats, and some loose silver, which he carried in

his pocket, for his expense upon the road. How-

ever bitter this pill might be in swallowing, he so

far mastered his mortification, as to digest it with

a good grace. His own penetration at once pointed

out the canal through which this misfortune had

flowed upon him ; he forthwith placed the calamity

to the account of the Tyrolese, and never doubting

that he had retired with the booty across the Khine,

into some place to which he knew Fathom would

not follow his footsteps, he formed the melancholy

resolution of pursuing with all despatch his journey

to Paris, that he might, with all convenient expe-

dition, indemnify himself for the discomfiture he

had sustained.

With regard to his confederate, his conjecture

was perfectly right ; that adventurer, though infi-

nitely inferior to our hero in point of genius and

invention, had manifestly the advantage of him m
the articles of age and experience; he was no

stranger to Fathom's qualifications, the happy ex-

ertion of which he had often seen. He knew him

to be an economist of the most frugal order, conse-

quently concluded his finances were worthy of

examination ; and, upon the true principles of a

sharper, eased him of the encumbrance, taking it

for granted, that, in so doing, he only precluded

Ferdinand from the power of acting the same tra-

gedy upon him, should ever opportunity concur

with his inclination. He had therefore concerted

his measures with the dexterity of an experienced

conveyancer, and, snatching the occasion, while our

hero, travel-tainted, lay sunk in the arms ot pro-

found repose, he ripped up the seams ot the leather

depository, withdrew the contents, introduced the

parcel of nails, which he had made up for the pur-

pose, and then repaired the breach with great

deliberation.

Had Fathom's good genius prompted him to ex-

amine his effects next morning, the Tyrolese, in all

probability, would have maintained his acquisition

by force "of arms ; for his personal courage was

rather more determined than that of our adven-

turer, and he was conscious of his own ascendancy

in this particular ; but his good fortune prevented

such explanation. Immediately after dinner, he

availed himself of his knowledge, and betaking

himself to a remote part of the town, set out in a

post-chaise for Luneville, while our hero was medi-

tating his own escape.

Fathom's conception was sufficient to compre-

hend the whole of this adventure, as soon as his

chagrin would give his sagacity fair play; nor

would he allow his resolution to sink under the

trial; on the contrary, he departed from the village

that same afternoon/under the auspices of his con-

ductor, and found himself benighted in the midst

of a forest, far from the habitations of men. The

darkness of the night, the silence and solitude of

the place, the indistinct images of the trees that

appeared on every side, " stretching their extrava-

gant arms athwart the gloom," conspired, with the

dejection of spirits occasioned by his loss, to disturb

his fancy, and raise strange phantoms in his imagi-

nation.
' Although he was not naturally supersti-

tious, his mind began to be invaded with an awful

horror, that gradually prevailed over all the conso-

lations of reason and philosophy ; nor was his heart

free from the terrors of assassination. In order to

dissipate these disagreeable reveries, he had re-

course to the conversation of his guide, by whom

he was entertained with the history of divers tra-

vellers who had been robbed and murdered by

ruffians, whose retreat was in the recesses of that

very wood. . ...

In the midst of this communication, which did

not at all tend to the elevation of our hero's spirits,

the conductor made an excuse for dropping be-

hind, while our traveller jogged on in expectation

of being joined again by him in a few minutes.

He was, however, disappointed in that hope ;
the

sound of the other horse's feet by degrees grew

more and more faint, and at last altogether died

awav Alarmed at this circumstance, Fathom

halted in the middle of the road, and listened with

the most fearful attention j but his sense of hearing

was saluted with nought but the dismal sighmgs ot

the trees, that seemed to foretel an approaching

storm. Accordingly, the heavens contracted a more

dreary aspect, the lightning began to gleam, the

thunder to roll, and the tempest, raising its voice to

a tremendous roar, descended m a torrent of rain.

In this emergency, the fortitude of our hero was

almost quite overcome. So many concurring cir-

cumstances of danger and distress might have ap-

palled the most undaunted breast ; what impression

then must they have made upon the mmd of ier-

dinand, who was by no means a man to set fear at

defiance ! Indeed, he had well nigh lost the use of

his reflection, and was actually invaded to the skin,

before he could recollect himself so far as to quit

the road, and seek for shelter among the thickets

that surrounded him. Having rode some furlongs

into the forest, he took his station under a tuft ot

tall trees, that screened him from the storm, and in

that situation called a council withm himself to

deliberate upon his next excursion. He.persuaded

himself that his guide had deserted him for the

present, in order to give intelligence of a traveller

to some gang of robbers with whom he was con-

nected; and that he must of necessity fall
i

a prey-

to those banditti, unless he should have the good

fortune to elude their search, and disentangle him-

self from the mazes of the wood.

Harrowed with these apprehensions, he resolved

to commit himself to the mercy of the hurricane,
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as of two evils the least, and penetrate straight
forwards through some devious opening, until'lie

should be delivered from the forest. For this pur-
pose he turned his horse's head in a line quite
contrary to the direction of the high road which he
had left, on the supposition that the robbers would
pursue that track in quest of him, and that they
would never dream of his deserting the highway,
to traverse an unknown forest, amidst the darkness
of such a boisterous night. After he had continued
in this progress through a succession of groves,
and bogs, and thorns, and brakes, by which not
only his clothes, but also his skin suffered in a
grievous manner, while every nerve quivered with
eagerness and dismay, he at length reached an open
plain, and pursuing his course, in full hope of
arriving at some village, where his life would be
safe, he descried a rush-light at a distance, which
he looked upon as the star of his good fortune, and
riding towards it at full speed, arrived at the door
of a lone cottage, into which he was admitted
by an old woman, who, understanding he was a
bewildered traveller, received him with great hos-
pitality.

When he learned from his hostess, that there
was not another house within three leagues ; that
she could accommodate him with a tolerable bed,
and his horse with lodging and oats, he thanked
Heaven for his good fortune, in stumbling upon
this homely habitation, and determined to pass the
night under the protection of the old cottager, who
gave him to understand, that her husband, who
was a faggot-maker, had gone to the next town to
dispose of his merchandise ; and that, in all pro-
bability, he would not return till next morning, on
account of the tempestuous night. Ferdinand
sounded the beldame with a thousand artful inter-
rogations, and she answered with such appearance
of truth and simplicity, that he concluded his person
was quite secure

; and, after having been regaled
with a dish of eggs and bacon, desired she would
conduct him into the chamber where she proposed
he should take his repose. He was accordingly
ushered up by a sort of ladder into an apartment
furnished with a standing bed, and almost half
filled with trusses of straw. He seemed extremely
well pleased with his lodging, which in reality ex-
ceeded his expectation: and his kind landlady,
cautioning him against letting the candle approach
the combustibles, took her leave, and locked the
door on the outside.

CHAPTER XXI.
He falls upon Scylla, seeking to avoid Charybdis.

Fathom, whose own principles taught him to be
suspicious, and ever upon his guard against the
treachery of his fellow-creatures, could have dis-
pensed with this instance of her care, in confining
her guest to her chamber, and began to be seized
with strange fancies, when he observed that there
was no bolt on the inside of the door, by which he
might secure himself from intrusion. In conse-
quence of these suggestions, he proposed to take
an accurate survey of every object in the apart-
ment, and, in the course of his inquiry, had the
mortification to find the dead body of a man, still

warm, who had been lately stabbed, and concealed
beneath several bundles of straw.

Such a discovery could not fail to fill the breast
<vf our hero with unspeakable horror ; for he con-
cluded that he himself would undergo the same

fate before morning, without the interposition of a
miracle in his favour. In the first transports of his
dread, he. ran to the window, with a view to escape
by that outlet, and found his flight effectually ob-
structed by divers strong bars of iron. Then his
heart began to palpitate, his hair to bristle up, and
his knees to totter ; his thoughts teemed with pre-
sages of death and destruction ; his conscience rose
up in judgment against him, and he underwent a
severe paroxysm of dismay and distraction. His
spirits were agitated into a state of fermentation
that produced a species of resolution akin to that
which is inspired by brandy or other strong liquors,
and, by an impulse that seemed supernatural, he
was immediately hurried into measures for his own
preservation.

What upon a less interesting occasion his imagi-
nation durst not propose, he now executed without
scruple or remorse. He undressed the corpse that
lay bleeding among the straw, and, conveying it to
the bed in his aims, deposited it in the attitude
of a person who sleeps at his ease ; then he ex-
tinguished the light, took possession of the place
from whence the body had been removed, and,
holding a pistol ready cocked in each hand, waited
for the sequel with that determined purpose which
is often the immediate production of despair. About
midnight he heard the sound of feet ascending the
ladder

; the door was softly opened ; he saw the
shadow of two men stalking towards the bed, a dark
lanthorn being unshrouded, directed their aim to
the supposed sleeper, and he that held it thrust a
poniard to his heart ; the force of the blow made
a compression on the chest, and a sort of groan
issued from the windpipe of the defunct; the stroke
was repeated, without producing a repetition of the
note, so that the assassins concluded the work was
effectually done, and retired for the present with a
design to return and rifle the deceased at their
leisure.

Never had our hero spent a moment in such
agony as he felt during this operation ; the whole
surface of his body was covered with a cold sweat,
and his nerves were relaxed with an universal palsy.
In short, he remained in a trance that, in all pro-
bability, contributed to his safety; for, had he
retained the use of his senses, he might have been
discovered by the transports of his fear. The first

use he made of his retrieved recollection, was to
perceive that the assassins had left the door open
in their retreat; and he would have instantly
availed himself of this their neglect, by sallying
out upon them, at the hazard of his life, had he
not been restrained by a conversation he overheard
in the room below, importing, that the ruffians were
going to set out upon another expedition, in hopes of
finding more prey. They accordingly departed,
after having laid strong injunctions upon the old
woman to keep the door fast locked during their
absence ; and Ferdinand took his resolution with-
out farther delay. So soon as, by his conjecture,
the robbers were at a sufficient distance from the
house, he rose from his lurking-place, moved softly
towards the bed, and, rummaging the pockets of the
deceased, found a purse well stored with ducats, of
which, together with a silver watch and a diamond
ring, he immediately possessed himself without
scruple

; then, descending with great care and cir-

cumspection into the lower apartment, stood before
the old beldame, before she had the least intimation
of his approach.

E E
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Accustomed as she was to the trade of blood, the

hoary hag did not behold this apparition without

giving signs of infinite terror and astonishment,

belie\ing it was no other than the spirit of her

second guest, who had been murdered ;
she fell

upon her knees and began to recommend herself to

the protection of the saints, crossing herself with

as much devotion as if she had been entitled to the

particular care and attention of Heaven. Nor did

her anxiety abate, when she was undeceived m tins

her supposition, and understood it was no phantom,

but the real substance of the stranger, who, with-

out staving to upbraid her with the enormity of her

crimes,"commanded her, on pain of immediate death,

to produce his horse, to which being conducted, he

set her upon the saddle without delay, and, mount-

ino- behind, invested her with the management of

the reins, swearing, in a most peremptory tone, that

the only chance she had for her life, was in directing

him safely to the next town ; and that, so soon as

she should give him the least cause to doubt her

fidelity in the performance of that task, he would

on the instant act the part of her executioner.

This declaration had its effect upon the withered

Hecate, who, with many supplications for mercy

and forgiveness, promised to guide him in safety to

a certain village at the distance of two leagues,

where he might lodge in security, and be provided

with a fresh horse, or other convenience, for pur-

suing his intended route. On these conditions he

told her she might deserve his clemency; and they

accordingly took their departure together, she being

placed astride upon the saddle, holding the bridle

in one hand, and a switch in the other; and our

adventurer sitting on the crupper, superintending

her conduv t, and keeping the muzzle of a pistol

close at her ear. In this equipage they travelled

across part of the same wood in which his guide

had forsaken him; and it is not to be supposed that

he passed his time in the most agreeable reverie,

while he found himself involved in the labynnth

of those shades, which he considered as the haunts

of robbery and assassination.

Common fear was a comfortable sensation to

what he felt in this excursion. The first steps he

had taken for his preservation, were the effects of

mere instinct, while his faculties were extinguished

or suppressed by despair; but now, as his reflection

began to recur, he was haunted by the most in-

tolerable apprehensions. Every whisper of the

wind through the thickets was swelled into the

hoarse menaces of murder, the shaking of the

boughs was construed into the brandishing ot

poniards, and every shadow of a tree became the

apparition of a ruffian eager for blood. In short,

at each of these occurrences he felt what was in-

finitely more tormenting than the stab of a real

dagger; and at every fresh fillip of his fear, he

acted as a remembrancer to his conductress, in a

new volley of imprecations, importing, that her

life was absolutely connected with his opinion of

his own safety. .

Human nature could not longer subsist under

such complicated terror. At last he found himself

clear of the forest, and was blessed with the distant

view of an inhabited place. He then began to

exercise his thoughts upon a new subject. He

debated with himself, whether he should make a

parade of his intrepidity and public spirit, by dis-

closing his achievement, and surrendering his guide

to the penalty of the law ; or leave the old hag and

her accomplices to the remorse of their own con-

sciences, and proceed quietly on his journey to

Paris in undisturbed possession of the prize he had

already obtained. This last step he determined to

take, upon recollecting, that, in the course of his

information, the story of the murdered stranger

would infallibly attract the attention of justice, and,

in that case, the effects he had borrowed from the

defunct must be refunded for the benefit of those

who had a right to the succession. This was an

argument which our adventurer could not resist ; he

foresaw that he should be stripped of his acquisition,

which he looked upon as the fair fruits of his valour

and sagacity ;
and, moreover, be detained as an

evidence against the robbers, to the manifest detri-

ment of his affairs. Perhaps too he had motives of

conscience, that dissuaded him from bearing witness

against a set of people whose principles did not

much differ from his own.

Influenced by such considerations, he yielded to

the first importunity of the beldame, whom he dis-

missed at a very small distance from the village,

after he had earnestly exhorted her to quit such an

atrocious course of "life, and atone for her past

crimes, by sacrificing her associates to the demands

of justice. She did not fail to vow a perfect re-

formation, and to prostrate herself before him for

the favour she had found ; then she betook herself

to her habitation, with full purpose of advising her

fellow-murderers to repair with all despatch to the

village, and impeach our hero, who, wisely dis-

trusting her professions, staid no longer in the place

than to hire a guide for the next stage, which

brought him to the city of Chalons-sur-Marne.

CHAPTER XXH.
He arrives at Paris, and is pleased with his Reception.

He was not so smitten with the delightful situation

of this ancient town, but that he abandoned it as

soon as he could procure a post-chaise, in which he

arrived at Paris, without having been exposed to

any other troublesome adventure upon the road.

He took lodgings at a certain hotel in the Faux-

bourg de St. Germain, which is the general rendez-

vous of all the strangers that resort to this capital;

and now sincerely congratulated himself upon his

happy escape from his Hungarian connexions, and

from"the snares of the banditti, as well as upon the

spoils of the dead body, and his arrival at Pans,

from whence there was such a short conveyance to

England, whither he was attracted, by far other mo-

tives than that of filial veneration for his native soil.

He suppressed all his letters of recommendation,

which he justly concluded would subject him to a

tedious course of attendance upon the great, and lay

him under the necessity of soliciting preferment in

the army, than which nothing was farther from his

inclination ; and resolved to make his appearance

in the character of a private gentleman, which

would supply him with opportunities of examining

the different scenes of life in such a gay metropolis,

so as that he should be able to choose that sphere

in which he could move the most effectually to his

own advantage. He accordingly hired an occasional

domestic, and under the denomination ot Count

Fathom, which he had retained since his elopement

from Eenaldo, repaired to dinner at an ordinary, to

which he was directed as a reputable place, fre-

quented by fashionable strangers of all nations.

He found this piece of information perfectly just;



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM.
for he no sooner entered the apartment, than his
ears were saluted with a strange confusion of sounds,
among which he at once distinguished the High and
Low Dutch, barbarous French, Italian, and English
languages. He was rejoiced at this occasion of
displaying his own qualifications, took his place at
one of the three long tables, betwixt a Westphalian
count and a Bolognian marquis, insinuated himself
into the conversation with his usual address, and
in less than half an hour, found means to accost a
native of each different country in his own mother-
tongue.

Such extensive knowledge did not pass un-
observed. A French abbe, in a provincial dialect,
complimented him upon his retaining that purity in
pronunciation, which is not to be found in the speech
of a Parisian. The Bolognian, mistaking him for
a Tuscan, " Sir," said he, " I presume you are from
Florence. I hope the illustrious house of Lorram
leaves you gentlemen of that famous city no room
to regret the loss of your own princes." The castle
of Versailles becoming the subject of conversation,
Monsieur le Compte appealed to him, as to a native
German, whether it was not inferior in point of
magnificence to the chateau of Grnbenhagen. The
Dutch officer, addressing himself to Fathom, drank
to the prosperity of Faderland, and asked if he had
not once served in garrison at Shenkenschans

; and
an English knight swore, with great assurance,
that he had frequently rambled with him at mid
night among the hundreds of Drury.
To each person he replied in a polite, though

mysterious manner, which did not fail to enhance
their opinion of his good breeding and importance

;

and, long before the dessert appeared, he was by all
the company supposed to be a personage of great
consequence, who for some substantial reasons,
found it convenient to keep himself incognito. This
being the case, it is not to be doubted that particular
civilities were poured upon him from all quarters.
He perceived their sentiments, and encouraged
them, by behaving with that sort of complaisance
which seems to be the result of engaging con-
descension in a character of superior dignity and
station. His affability was general ; but his chief
attention limited to those gentlemen already men-
tioned, who chanced to sit nearest him at table;
and he no sooner gave them to understand that he
was an utter stranger in Paris, than they unani-
mously begged to have the honour of making him
acquainted with the different curiosities peculiar to
that metropolis.

He accepted of their hospitality, accompanied
them to a coffeehouse in the afternoon, from whence
they repaired to the opera, and afterwards adjourned
to a noted hotel, in order to spend the remaining
part of the evening. It was here that our hero
secured himself effectually in the footing he had
gained in their good graces. He in a moment saw
through all the characters of the party, and adapted
himself to the humour of each individual, without
descending from that elevation of behaviour which
he perceived would operate among them in his
behalf. With the Italian he discoursed on music,
in the style of a connoisseur ; and indeed had a
better claim to that title than the generality of those
upon whom it is usually conferred ; for he under-
stood the art in theory as well as in practice, and
would have made no contemptible figure among the
best performers of the age.
He harangued upon taste and genius to the abbe,
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who was a wit and critic, ex officio, or rather ex
vestitu

: for a young pert Frenchman, the very
moment he puts on the petit collet, or little band,
looks upon himself as an inspired son of Apollo

;

and every one of the fraternity thinks it incumbent
upon him to assert the divinity of his mission. In
a word, the abbes are a set of people that bear a
strong analogy to the templars in London. Pools
of each fabric, sharpers of all sorts, and dunces of
every degree, profess themselves of both orders.
The templar is, generally speaking, a prig, so is the
abbe : both are distinguished by an air of petulance
and self-conceit, which holds a middle rank betwixt
the insolence of a first-rate buck, and the learned
pride of a supercilious pedant. The abbe is sup-
posed to be a younger brother in quest ofpreferment
in the church—the Temple is considered as a
receptacle or seminary for younger sons intended
for the bar

; but a great number of each profession
turn aside into other paths of life, lorg before they
reach these proposed goals. An abbe is often
metamorphosed into a foot soldier; a templar
sometimes sinks into an attorney's clerk. The
galleys of France abound with abbes ; and many
templars may be found in our American planta-
tions

; not to mention those who have made a public
exit nearer home. Yet I would not have it thought
that my description includes every individual of
those societies. Some of the greatest scholars,
politicians, and wits, that ever Europe produced,
have worn the habit of an abbe ; and many of our
most noble families in England derive their honours
from those who have studied law in the Temple.
The worthy sons of every community shall always
be sacred from my censure and ridicule; and,
while I laugh at the folly of particular members, I
can still honour and revere the institution.
But let us return from this comparison, which

some readers may think impertinent and unsea-
sonable, and observe, that the Westphalian count,
Dutch officer, and English knight, were not ex-
cepted from the particular regard and attention of
our adventurer. He pledged the German in every
bumper; flattered the Hollander with compliments
upon the industry, wealth, and policy of the Seven
United Provinces ; but he reserved his chief battery
for his own countryman, on the supposition that he
was, in all respects, the best adapted for the pur-
poses of a needy gamester. Him, therefore, he
cultivated with extraordinary care, and singular
observance; for he soon perceived him to be a
humourist, and, from that circumstance, derived an
happy presage of his own success. The baronet's
disposition seemed to be cast in the true English
mould. He was sour, silent, and contemptuous;
his very looks indicated a consciousness of superior
wealth

;
and he never opened his mouth, except to

make some dry, sarcastic, national reflection. Nor
was his behaviour free from that air of suspicion
which a man puts on when he believes himself in
a crowd of pick-pockets, whom his caution and
vigilance set at defiance. In a word, though his
tongue was silent on the subject, his whole de-
meanour was continually saying, " You are all a
pack of poor lousy rascals, who have a design upon
my purse. 'Tis true, I could buy your whole gene-
ration, but I won't be bubbled, d'ye see; I am
aware of your flattery, and upon my guard against
all your knavish pranks ; and I come into your
company for my own amusement only."
Fathom having reconnoitred this peculiarity of
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temper, instead of treating him -with that assiduous

complaisance, which he received from the other

gentlemen of the party, kept aloof from him in the

conversation, with a remarkable shyness of distant

civility, and seldom took notice of what he said,

except with a view to contradict him, or retort some

of his satirical observations. This he conceived to

be the best method of acquiring his good opinion
;

because the Englishman would naturally conclude

he was a person who could have no sinister views

upon his fortune, else he would have chosen quite

a different manner of deportment. Accordingly,

the knight seemed to bite at the hook. He listened

to Ferdinand with uncommon regard ; he was even

heard to commend his remarks, and at length drank

to their better acquaintance.

CHAPTER XXIII.

Acquits himself with Address in a nocturnal Riot.

The Italian and the abbe were the first who began

to grow whimsical under the influence of the Bur-

gundy ; and, in the heat of their elevation, proposed

that the company should amuse themselves during

the remaining part of the night, at the house of an

obliging dame, who maintained a troop of fair

nymphs for the accommodation of the other sex.

The proposal was approved by all, except the Hol-

lander, whose economv the wine had not as yet in-

vaded; and, while he "retreated soberly to his own

lodgings, the rest of the society adjourned in two

coaches to the temple of love, where they were re-

ceived by the venerable priestess, a personage

turned of seventy, who seemed to exercise the func-

tions of her calling, in despite of the most cruel

ravages of time ; for"age had bent her into the form

of a Turkish bow. Her head was agitated by the

palsy, like the leaf of the poplar tree ;
her hair fell

down in scanty parcels, as white as the driven

snow ; her face was not simply wrinkled, but

ploughed into innumerable furrows ;
her jaws could

not boast of one remaining tooth ; one eye distilled

a large quantity of rheum, by virtue of the fiery

edge that surrounded it ; the other was altogether

extinguished, and she had lost her nose in the course

of her ministration. The Delphic sibyl was but a

type of this hoary matron, who, by her figure, might

have been mistaken for the consort of Chaos, or of

mother Time. Yet there was something merito-

rious in her appearance, as it denoted her an inde-

fatigable minister to the pleasure of mankind ;
and

as it formed an agreeable contrast with the beauty

and youth of the fair damsels that wantoned in her

train. It resembled those discords in music, which,

properly disposed, contribute to the harmony of the

whole piece ; or those horrible giants, who, m the

world of romance, used to guard the gates of the

castle in which the enchanted damsel was confined.

This Urganda seemed to be aware of her own

importance, and perfectly well acquainted with the

human appetite; for she compelled the whole com-

pany to undergo her embrace. Then a lacquey, in

magnificent livery, ushered them into a superb

apartment, where they waited some minutes, with-

out being favoured with the appearance of the

ladies, to the manifest dissatisfaction of the abM,

who, sending for the gouvernante, reprimanded her

severely for her want of politesse. The old lady,

who was by no means a pattern of patience and

submission, retorted his reproaches with great em-

phasis and vivacity. Her eloquence flowed alto-

gether in the Covent-garden strain ; and I question

whether the celebrated Mother Douglas herself

could have made such a figure in an extemporaneous

altercation.

After having bestowed upon the abbe the epithets

of saucy insignificant pimp, she put him in mind of

the good offices which he had received at her hands

;

how she had supplied him with bed, board, and

bed-fellow, in his greatest necessity; sent him

abroad with money in his pockets—and, in a word,

cherished him in her bosom, when his own mother

had abandoned him to distress. She then reviled

him for presuming to affront her before strangers,

and gave the company to understand, that the young

ladies would wait upon them as soon as they could

be confessed and receive absolution from a worthy

cordelier, who was now employed in performing .

that charitable office. The gentlemen were satis-

fied with this remonstrance, which argued the old

lady's pious concern for the souls that were under

her care, and our adventurer proposed an accommo-

dation betwixt her and the abbe, who was prevailed

upon to ask her pardon, and received her blessing

upon his knees.

This affair had not been long adjusted, when

five damsels were introduced in a very gay disha-

bille, and our hero was complimented with the

privilege of choosing his Amando from the whole

bevy. When he was provided, the others began

to pair themselves, and, unhappily, the German

count chanced to pitch upon the same nymph who

had captivated the desires of the British knight.

A dispute immediately ensued ; for the Englishman

made his addresses to the lady, without paying the

least regard to the priority of the other's claim ;

and she being pleased with his attachment, did not

scruple to renounce his rival, who swore by the

thunder, lightning, and sacrament, that he would

not quit his pretensions for any prince in Christen-

dom, much less for a little English chevalier, whom
he had already honoured too much in condescend-

ing to be his companion.

The knight, provoked at this stately declaration,

which was the immediate effect of anger and

ebriety, eyed his antagonist with a most contemp-

tuous aspect, and advised him to avoid such com-

parisons for the future. " We all know," -said he,

" the importance of a German count ; I suppose

your revenue amounts to three hundred rix-dollars;

and you have a chateau that looks like the ruins of

an English gaoL I will bind myself to lend you a

thousand pounds upon a mortgage of your estate,

(and a bad bargain I am sure I shall have,) if I do

not, in less than two months, find a yeoman of Kent,

who spends more in strong ale than the sum total

of your yearly income ; and, were the truth known,

I believe that lace upon your coat is no better than

tinsel, and those fringed ruffles, with fine Holland

sleeves, tacked to a shirt of brown canvass, so that,

were you to undress yourself before the lady, you

would only expose your own poverty and pride.

The count was so much enraged at these sarcas-

tic observations, that his faculty of speech was over-

whelmed by his resentment ;
though, in order to

acquit himself of the Englishman's imputation, he

forthwith pulled off his clothes with such fury, that

his brocade waistcoat was tore from top to bottom.

The knight, mistaking his meaning, considered this

demeanour as a fair challenge, to try which was tne

better man in the exercise of boxing ;
and, on that

supposition, began to striv in his turn, when he v as
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undeceived by Fathom, who put the right interpre-

tation upon the count's behaviour, and begged that

the affair might be compromised. By this time the

Westphalian recovered the use of his tongue, and
with many threats and imprecations, desired they
would take notice how falsely he had been aspersed,
and do him justice in espousing his claim to the
damsel in question.

Before the company had time or inclination to

interest themselves in the quarrel, his opponent ob-
served that no person who was not a mere German,
would ever dream of forcing the inclinations of a
pretty girl, whom the accidents of fortune had sub-
jected to his power. That such compulsion was
equivalent to the most cruel r.ape that could be,

committed ; and that the lady^s aversion was nof
at all surprising

;
for, to spe#k his ojvn sentiments,

were he a woman of pleasure, he would as soop
grant favours to afWestpnaliau hogj as to the pel-

son of his antagonist/ The Germin, enr
this comparison, wis quite abandoned by his pa
tience and discretion. called ihe knight an
English clown, and, sweating he wasVtW most un-
toward beast of a whob? nation of mures, snatched
up one of the candlesticks, which he launched at

him with such fouee and violence, that it sung
through the air, ana winging its flight into the ante-

chamber, encountered the skull of his own valet,

who with immafliate prostration received the mes-
sage of his master.

The knight, that he might not be behind-hand
with the Westphalian, in point of courtesy, returned
the compliment with the remaining chandelier,

which also missed its mark, and smiting a large

mirror that was fixed behind them, emitted such a
crash as one might expect to hear if a /rine were
sprung beneath a manufacture of glass. /Both ligh

being thus extinguished, a ffirious combat ensu^fl
in the dark ; the Italian scamnered off with infinite

agility, and as he went downl stains, desirecythat

nobody would interpose, becaytse iywas an aflair/of

honour, which could not be/nad/ up. The/ladies
consulted their safety in^liglft ; Count FatMom
slily retired to one corner of/uie room, while the

abbe having upon him/the terrors of the com-
missaire, endeavoured/Xpf appease and part the

combatants, and in the attempt, sustained a random
blow upon his nose, .which sent him howling into

the other chamber/ where, finding his band be-

smeared with hi>r own blood, he began to caper
about the apapunent, in a transport of rage and
vexation.

Meanwhile, the old gentlewoman being alarmed
with the noise of the battle, and apprehensive that

it would end in murder, to the danger and discredit

of herself and family, immediately mustered up her
myrmidons, of whom she always retained a formi-
dable band, and, putting herself at their head,
lighted them to the scene of uproar. Ferdinand,
who had hitherto observed a strict neutrality, no
sooner perceived them approach, than he leaped in

between the disputants, that he might be found
acting in the character of a peace-maker

; and, in-

deed, by this time, victory had declared for the
baronet, who had treated his antagonist with a
cross-buttock, which laid him almost breathless on
the floor. The victor was prevailed upon, by the
entreaties of Fathom, to quit the field of battle, and
adjourn into another room, where, in less than half
an hour, he received a billet from the count, defy-
ing him to single combat on the frontiers of Flan-

ders, at an appointed time and place. The challenge
was immediately accepted by the knight, who,
being flushed with conquest, treated his adversary
with great contempt.

But, next day, when the fumes of the Burgundy
were quite exhaled, and the adventure recurred to

his remembrance and sober reflection, he waited
upon our adventurer at his I<Jdgings, and solicited

his advice in sue! i a manner, as gave him to under-
stand that he loo ;ed upon what had happened as a
drurtlren brawl, which ought to have no serious

ctfjnsequences. J ^thom foreseeing that the affair

Alight be managS d for his own interest, professed
himself of the baroiWs opinion

; and, without hesi-

tation, imdertoofc the frifice of a mediator, assuring
his principal, that hiX honour should suffer no
stain in the co«rse of hia negotiation.

Having received tha Englishman's acknow-
ledgments for this instance of friendship, he forth-

with set out for the place of the German's habitation,

d understanding he was still asleep, insisted upon
his being immediately waked, and told, that a gen-
tleman from the chevalier desired to see him, upon
business of importance which could not be delayed.
Accordingly, his valet de chambre, pressed by
Fathom's importunities and remonstrances, ven-
tured to go in and shake the count by the shoulder;
when this furious Teutonian, still agitated by the
fever of the preceding night, leaped out of bed in a
frenzy, and seizing his sword that lay upon a
table, would have severely punished the presump-
tion of his servant, had not he been restrained by
the entrance of Ferd/nand, who, with a peremptory
countenance, gave tfim to understand that the valet
had ac/ed at his i/imediate instigation ; and that
he was come, asyfne Englishman's friend, to con-
cert with him pyoper measures for keeping the ap-
pointi lent they/iad made at their last meeting.
Th s message effectually calmed the German,

who was nojr a little mortified to find himself so
disagrseajt>iy disturbed. He could not help cursing
the impatience of his antagonist, and even hinting
that he would have acted more like a gentleman
and good Christian, in expressing a desire of seeing
the affair accommodated, as he knew himself to

be the aggressor, consequently the first offender
against the laws of politeness and good-fellowship.
Fathom, finding him in a fit temper of mind, took
the opportunity of assenting to the reasonableness
of his observation. He ventured to condemn the
impetuosity of the baronet, who, he perceived, was
extremely nice and scrupulous in the punctilios of
honour ; and said it was pity that two gentlemen
should forfeit each other's friendship, much less

expose their lives for such a frivolous cause. "My
dear count," cried the Westphalian, " I am charmed
to find your sentiments so conformable to my own.
In an honourable cause, I despise all danger

; my
courage, thank Heaven! has been manifested in

many public engagements as well as in private
rencounters

; but, to break with my friend, whose
eminent virtues I admire, and even to seek his life,

on such a scandalous occasion, for a little insigni-

ficant w—e, who, I suppose, took the advantage
of our intoxication, to foment the quarrel : by
Heaven ! my conscience cannot digest it."

Having expressed himself to this purpose, he
waited impatiently for the reply of Ferdinand, who,
after a pause of deliberation, offered his services in

the way of mediation
; though, he observed, it was

a matter of great delicacy, and the event altogether
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uncertain. " Nevertheless,"' added our adventurer,
" I will strive to appease the knight, who, I hope,

will be induced by my remonstrances to forget the

unlucky accident, which hath so disagreeably in-

terrupted your mutual friendship." The German
thanked him for this proof of his regard, which

yielded him more satisfaction on account of the

chevalier than of himself. " For, by the tombs of

my fathers," cried he, " I have so little concern for

my personal safety, that, if my honour were in-

terested, I durst oppose myself singly to the whole

ban of the empire ; and I am now ready, if the

chevalier requires it, to give him the rendezvous

in the forest of Senlis, either on horseback or on

foot, where this contest may be terminated with

the life of one or both of us."

Count Fathom, with a view to chastise the West-

phalian for this rhodomontade, told him, with a

mortifying air of indifference, that if they were

both bent upon taking the field, he would save

himself the trouble of interposing farther in the

affair ; and desired to know the hour at which it

would suit him to take the air with the baronet.

The other, not a little embarrassed by this question,

said, with a faltering tongue, he should be proud

to obey the chevalier's orders ; but, at the same

time, owned he should be much better pleased if

our hero would execute the pacific proposal he had

made. Fathom accordingly promised to exert

himself for that purpose, returned to the knight,

with whom he assumed the merit of having tran-

quillized the rage of an incensed barbarian, who
was now disposed to a reconciliation upon equal

terms. The baronet overwhelmed him with caresses

and compliments upou his friendship and address;

the parties met that same forenoon, as if by acci-

dent, in Fathom's apartment, where they embraced

each other cordially, exchanged apologies, and re-

newed their former correspondence.

Our adventurer thought he had good reason to

congratulate himself upon the part he had acted in

this pacification. He was treated by both with signal

marks of particular affection and esteem. The Count

pressed him to accept, as a token of his attachment,

a sword of very curious workmanship, which he had

received in a present from a certain prince of the em-

pire. The knight forced upon his finger a very splen-

did diamond ring, as a testimony of his gratitude and

esteem. But there was still another person to be

appeased, before the peace of the whole company

could be established. This was no other than the

abbe, from whom each of the reconciled friends re-

ceived at dinner a billet couched in these words :

—

''I have the honour to lament the infinite chagrin and

mortification that compels me to address myself in this man-

ner to a person of your rank and eminence, whom I should

do myself the pleasure of waiting upon in person, were

I not prevented by the misfortune of my nose, which was

last night most cruelly disarranged, by a violent contusion I

had the honour to receive, in attempting to compose that

unhappy fracas, at the house of Madame la Maquerelle
;
and

what puts the finishing stroke to my mishap, is my being

rendered incapable of keeping three or four assignations

with ladies of fashion, by whom I have the honour to be

particularly esteemed. The disfiguration of my nose, the

pain I have undergone, with the discomposure of brain

which it produced, I could bear as a philosopher ;
but the

disappointment of the ladies, my glory will not permit me to

overlook And as you know the injury was sustained in

your service, I have the pleasure to hope you will not refuse

to grant such reparation as will be acceptable to a gentleman,

who has the honour to be with inviolable attachment,

—

" Sir, your most devoted slave,
" Pepin Clothaire Charle Henri Louis Baux\be

de fumier."

This epistle was so equivocal, that the persons

to whom it was addressed, did not know whether

or not they ought to interpret the contents into a

challenge ; when our hero observed, that the am-
biguity of his expressions plainly proved there

was a door left open for accommodation ; and pro-

posed that they should forthwith visit the writer at

his own apartment. They accordingly followed

his advice, and found the abbe in his morning gown
and slippers, with three huge night-caps on his

head, and a crape hat-band tied over the middle of

his face, by way of bandage to his nose. He re-

ceived his visitors with the most ridiculous solem-

nity, being still a stranger to the purport of their

errand ; but soon as the Westphalian declared they

were come in consequence of his billet, in order to

ask pardon for the undesigned offence they had

given, his features retrieved their natural vivacity,

and he professed himself perfectly satisfied with

their polite acknowledgment. Then they condoled

him upon the evil plight of his nose, and seeing

some marks upon his shirt, asked with seeming

concern, if he had lost any blood in the fray ? To
this interrogation he replied, that he had still a

sufficient quantity left for the occasions of his

friends ; and that he should deem it his greatest

glory to expend the last drop of it in their service.

Matters being thus amicably adjusted, they pre-

vailed upon him to uncase his nose, which retained

no signs of the outrage he had suffered ; and the

amusements of the day were concerted. It was in

consequence of this plan, that, after the comedy,

they were entertained at the count's lodgings, where

quadrille was proposed by the abbe, as the most

innocent pastime, and the proposal was immediately

embraced by all present, and by none with more

alacrity than by our adventurer, who, without put-

ting forth a moiety of his skill, went home with

twenty louis clear gain. Though, far from believ-

ing himself greatly superior to the rest of the party,

in the artifices of play, he justly suspected that they

had concealed their skill, with a view of stripping

him on some other occasion ; for he could not suppose

that persons of their figure and character should be.

in reality, such novices as they affected to appear.

CHAPTER XXIV.
He overlooks the Advances of his Friends, and smarts se-

verely for his neglect.

Steeled with this cautious maxim, he guarded him-

self from their united endeavours, in sundry subse-

quent attacks, by which his first conjecture was con-

firmed, and still came off conqueror, by virtue of

his unparalleled finesse and discretion : till at

length they seemed to despair of making him their

prey, and the Count began to drop some hints, im-

porting a desire of seeing him more closely united

to the views and interest of their triumvirate. But

Ferdinand, who was altogether selfish, and quite

solitary in his prospects, discouraged all those ad-

vances, being resolved to trade upon his own

bottom only, and to avoid all such connexions with

any person or society whatever ; much more, with

a set of raw adventurers whose talents he despised.

With these sentiments, he still maintained the dig-

nity and reserve of his first appearance among them,

and rather enhanced than diminished that idea of

importance which he had inspired at the begin-

ning ; because, besides his other qualificat ons, they

gave him credit for the address with which he

kept himself superior to their united designs.
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While he thus enjoyed his pre-eminence, toge-

ther with the fruits of his success at play, which he
managed so discreetly as never to incur the repu-
tation of an adventurer, he one day chanced to be
at the ordinary, when the company was surprised

by the entrance of such a figure as had never ap-
peared before in that place. This was no other
than a person habited in the exact uniform of an
English jockey. His leathern cap, cut bob, fustian

frock, flannel waistcoat, buff breeches, hunting-
boots and whip, were sufficient of themselves to

furnish out a phenomenon for the admiration of all

Paris. But these peculiarities were rendered still

more conspicuous by the behaviour of the man who
owned them. When he crossed the threshold of
the outward door, he produced such a sound from
the smack of his whip, as equalled the explosion of
an ordinary cohorn ; and then broke forth into the
halloo of a foxhunter, which he uttered with all its

variations, in a strain of vociferation that seemed to

astonish and confound the whole assembly, to whom
he introduced himself and his spaniel, by exclaim-
ing, in a tone something less melodious than the
cry of mackarel or live cod, " By your leave gen-
tlevolks, I hope there's no offence, in an honest plain
Englishman's coming with money in his pocket, to

taste a bit of your Vrench frigasee and ragooze."
This declaration was made in such a wild fantas-

tical manner, that the greatest part of the company
mistook him for some savage monster or maniac,
and consulted their safety by starting up from table,

and drawing their swords. The Englishman, see-
ing such a martial apparatus produced against him,
recoiled two or three steps, saying, " Wannds, a
believe the people are all bewitched. What, do they
take me for a beast of prey ; is there nobody here
that knows Sir Stentor Stile, or can speak to me in
my own lingo:" He had no sooner pronounced
these words, than the baronet, with marks of infinite

surprise, ran towards him, crying, " Good Heaven

!

Sir Stentor, who expected to meet with you in
Paris ?" Upon which, the other eyeing him very
earnestly, "Odds heartlikins," cried he, "my
neighbour, Sir Giles Squirrel, as I am a living-

soul !" With these words he flew upon him like a
tiger, kissed him from ear to ear, demolished his
periwig, and disordered the whole economy of his
dress, to the no small entertainment ofthe company.
Having well nigh stifled his countryman with

embraces, and besmeared himself with pulville from
head to foot, he proceeded in this manner. " Mercy
upon thee, knight; thou art so transmographied,
and bedaubed, and bedizened, that thou mought
rob thy own mother without fear of information.
Look ye here now, I will be trussed, if the very
bitch that was brought up in thy own bosom
knows thee again. Hey, Sweetlips, here hussy, d—

n

the tuoad, dos't n't know thy old measter ? Ey , ey, thou
may 'st smell till Christmas, I'll be bound to be hanged,
knight, if the creature's nose an't foundered by the
d—d stinking perfumes you have got among you."

These compliments being passed, the two knights
sat down by one another, and Sir Stentor being
asked by his neighbour, upon what errand he had
crossed the sea, gave him to understand, that he
had come to France, in consequence of a wager
with Squire Snaffle, who had laid a thousand
pounds, that he, Sir Stentor would not travel to
Paris by himself, and for a whole month appear
every day at a certain hour in the public walks,
without wearing any other dress than that in which
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he saw him. " The fellor has got no more stuff in
his pate, " continued this polite stranger, " than a
jackass, to think I could not find my way hither
thof I could not jabber your French lingo. Ecod !

the people of this country are sharp enough to find
out your meaning, when you want to spend any
thing among them ; and as for the matter of dress,
bodikins ! for a thousand pound, I would engage
to live in the midst of them, and show myself with-
out any clothes at all. Odds heart ! a true-born En-
glishman needs not be ashamed to show his face,
nor his backside neither, with the best Frenchman
that ever trod the ground. Thof we Englishmen
don't beplaister our doublets with gold and silver,

I believe as how we have our pockets better lined
than most of our neighbours ; and for all my bit of a
fustian frock, that cost me in all but forty shillings,

I believe, between you and me, knight, I have
more dust in my fob, than all those powdered
sparks put together. But the worst of the matter
is this

; here is no solid belly-timber in this country.
One can't have a slice of delicate sirloin, or nice
buttock of beef, for love nor money. A pize upon
them ! I could get no eatables upon the ruoad, but
what they called bully, which looks like the flesh
of Pharaoh's lean kiue stewed into rags and tatters

;

and then their peajohn, peajohn, rabbet them ! One
would think every old woman of this kingdom
hatched pigeons from her own body."

It is not to be supposed that such an original sat
unobserved. The French and other foreigners,
who had never been in England, were struck dumb
with amazement at the knight's appearance and
deportment ; while the English guests were over-
whelmed with shame and confusion, and kept a
most wary silence, for fear of being recognised by
their countryman. As for our adventurer, he was
inwardly transported with joy at sight of this curio-
sity. He considered him as a genuine, rich country
booby, of the right English growth, fresh as im-
ported ; and his heart throbbed with rapture, when
he heard Sir Stentor value himself upon the lining
of his pockets. He foresaw, indeed, that the other
knight would endeavour to reserve him for his
own game ; but he was too conscious of his own
accomplishments to think he should find great diffi-

culty in superseding the influence of Sir Giles.

Meanwhile, the new comer was by his friend
helped to some ragout, which pleased his palate so
well, that he declared he should now make a hearty
meal, for the first time since he had crossed the
water

; and, while his good humour prevailed, he
drank to every individual around the table. Fer-
dinand seized this opportunity of insinuating him-
self into his favour, by saying in English, he was
glad to find there was any thing in France that was
agreeable to Sir Stentor. To this compliment the
knight replied with an air of surprise: "Waunds!
I find here's another countryman of mine in this
here company. Sir, I am proud to see you with
all my heart." So speaking, he thrust out his right
hand across the table, and shook our hero by the
fist, with such violence of civility, as proved very
grievous to a French marquis, who, in helping
himself to soup, was jostled in such a manner, as
to overturn the dividing spoon in his own bosom.
The Englishman seeing the mischief he had pro-
duced, cried, " No offence, I hope," in a tone of
vociferation, which the marquis in all probability
misconstrued ; for he began to model his features
into a very sublime and peremptory look, when
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Fathom interpreted the apology, and at the same

time informed Sir Stentor. that although he himself

had not the honour of being an Englishman, he had

always entertained a most particular veneration for

the country, and learned the language in conse-

quence of that esteem.
,

"Blood!" answered the knight, " I thmk myselt

the more obliged to you for your kind opinion,

than if you was my countryman in good earnest.

For there be abundance of we English, no offence,

Sir Giles, that seem to be ashamed of their own

nation, and leave their homes to come and spend

their fortunes abroad, among a parcel of—you

understand me, Sir—a word to the wise, as the

saying is."—Here he was interrupted by an article

of the second course, that seemed to give him great

disturbance. This was a roasted leveret, very

strong of the fumet, which happened to be placed

directly under his nose. His sense of smelling was

no sooner encountered by the effluvia of this deli-

cious fare, than he started up from table, exclaiming,

" Odd's my liver ! here's a piece of carrion, that I

woidd not offer to e'er a hound in my kennel
;

'tis

enough to make any Christian vomit both gut and

gall ;°and indeed by the wry faces he made while

lis ran to the door, his stomach seemed ready to

justify this last assertion.

The abbe, who concluded, from these symptoms

of disgust, that the leveret was not sufficiently

stale, began to exhibit marks of discontent, and

desired that it might be brought to the other end

of the table for his examination. He accordmgly

hung over it with the most gTeedy appetite, feast-

ing his nostrils with the steams of animal putre-

faction ; and at length declared that the morceau

was passable, though he owned it would have been

highly perfect, had it been kept another week.

Nevertheless, mouths were not wanting to discuss

it, insipid as it was ; for in three minutes there was

not a vestige to be seen of that which had offended

the organs of Sir Stentor, who now resumed his

place, and did justice to the dessert. But what he

seemed to relish better than any other part of the

entertainment, was the conversation of our adven-

turer, whom, after dinner, he begged to have the

honour of treating with a dish of coffee, to the

seeming mortification of his brother knight, over

which Fathom exulted in his own heart.

In short, our hero, by his affability and engaging

deportment, immediately gained possession of Sir

Stentor's good graces, insomuch, that he desired

to crack a bottle with him in the evening, and they

repaired to an auberge, whither his fellow knight

accompanied them, not without manifest signs of

reluctance. There the stranger gave a loose to

jollity; though at first he d—ed the Burgundy as

a poor thin liquor, that ran through him in a twink-

ling, and, instead of warming, cooled his heart and

bowels. However, it insensibly seemed to give the

he to his imputation ; for his spirits rose to a more

elevated pitch of mirth and good fellowship; he

sung, or rather roared, the Early Horn, so as to

alarm the whole neighbourhood, and began to

slabber his companions with a most bear-like affec-

tion. Yet whatever haste he made to the goal of

ebriety, he was distanced by his brother baronet,

who from the beginning of the party had made

little other use of his mouth than to receive the

glass, and now sunk down upon the floor, in a state

of temporary annihilation.

He was immediately carried to bed by the direc-

tion of Ferdinand, who now saw himself in a

manner possessor of that mine to which he had

made such eager and artful advances. That he

might, therefore, carry on the approaches in the

same cautious manner, he gradually shook off the

trammels of sobriety, gave a loose to that spirit of

freedom which good liquor commonly inspires, and,

in the familiarity of drunkenness, owned himself

head of a noble family of Foland, from which he

had been obliged to absent himself on account of

an affair of honour, not yet compromised.

Having made this confession, and laid strong

injunctions of secresy upon Sir Stentor, his coun-

tenance seemed to acquire from every succeeding

glass a new symptom of intoxication. They renewed

their embraces, swore eternal friendship from that

day, and swallowed fresh bumpers, till both being

in all appearance quite overpowered, they began to

yawn in concert, and even nod in their chairs.

The knight seemed to resent the attacks of slumber,

as so many impertinent attempts to interrupt their

entertainment ; he cursed his own propensity to

sleep, imputing it to the d—ed French climate,

and proposed to engage in some pastime that would

keep them awake. " Odd's flesh !" cried the Briton,

" when I'm at home, I defy all the devils in hell to

fasten my eye-lids together, if so be as I am other-

wise inclined. For there's mother and sister Nan,

and brother Numps and I, continue to divert our-

selves at all-fours, brag, cribbage, tetotum, hussle-

cap, and chuck-varthing, and thof I say it, that

shouldn't say it, I won't turn my back to e'er a he

in England, at any of these pastimes. And so.

Count, if you are so disposed, I am your man, that

is, in the way of friendship, at which of these you

shall please to pitch upon."

To this proposal Fathom replied, he was quite

ignorant of all the games he had mentioned ;
but, in

order to amuse Sir Stentor, he would play with him

at lansquenet, for a trifle, as he had laid it down

for a maxim, to risk nothing considerable at play.

MYaunds!" answered the knight, "I hope you

don't think I come here in quest of money. Thank

God ! I have a good landed estate worth five thou-

sand a-year, and owe no man a halfpenny ; and I

question whether there be many Counts in your

nation—no offence, I hope—that can say a bolder

word. As for your lambskin net, I know nothing

of the matter ; but I will toss up with you for a

guinea, cross or pile, as the saying is ; or, if there's

such a thing in this country as a box and dice, I

love to hear the bones rattle sometimes."

Fathom found some difficulty in concealing his

joy at the mention of this last amusement, which had

been one of his chief studies, and in which he had

made such progress, that he could calculate all the

chances with the utmost exactness and certainty.

However, he made shift to contain himself within

due bounds, and, with seeming indifference, con-

sented to pass away an hour at hazard, provided

the implements could be procured. Accordingly,

the landlord was consulted, and their desire grati-

fied ; the dice were produced, and the table resounded

with the effects of their mutual eagerness. Fortune,

at first, declared for the Englishman, who was per-

mitted by our adventurer to win twenty broad

pieces ; and he was so elated with his success, as to

accompany every lucky throw with a loud burst of

laughter, and other savage and simple manifesta-

tions of excessive joy, exclaiming, in a tone some-

thing less sweet than"the bellowing of a bull, " Aow
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for the main, Count,—odd ! here they come—hear

are the seven black stars, i'faith. Come along, my
yellow boys—odd's heart ! I never liked the face

of Lewis before."

Fathom drew happy presages from these boyish

raptures, and, after having indulged them for some
time, began to avail himself of his arithmetic, in

consequence of which the knight was obliged to

refund the greatest part of his winning. Then he
altered his note, and became as intemperate in his

chagrin, as he had been before immoderate in his

mirth. He cursed himself and his whole genera-

tion, d—ed his bad luck, stamped with his feet

upon the floor, and challenged Ferdinand to double

stakes. This was a very welcome proposal to our
hero, who found Sir Stentor just such a subject as

he had long desired to encounter with ; the more
the Englishman laid, the more he lost, and Fathom
took care to inflame his passions, by certain well-

timed sarcasms upon bis want of judgment, till at

length he became quite outrageous, swore the dice

were false, and threw them out at the window
;

pulled off his periwig, and committed it to the

flames, spoke with the most rancorous contempt of

his adversary's skill, insisted upon his having
stripped many a better man, for all lie was a Count,
and threatening that, before they parted, he should

not only look like a Pole, but also smell like a

pole-cat.

This was a spirit which our adventurer indus-

triously kept up, observing that the English were
dupes to all the world ; and that, in point of genius
and address, they were no more than noisy brag-

gadocios. In short, another pair of dice was pro-

cured, the stakes were again raised, and, after

several vicissitudes, fortune declared so much in

favour of the knight, that Fathom lost all the

money in his pocket, amounting to a pretty con-

siderable sum. By this time he was warmed into

uncommon eagerness and impatience
;
being equally

piqued at the success and provoking exultations of

his antagonist, whom he now invited to his lodgings,

in order to decide the contest. Sir Stentor com-
plied with his request ; the dispute was renewed
with various success, till, towards daylight, Ferdi-

nand saw this noisy, raw, inexperienced simpleton,

carry off all his ready cash, together with his jewels,

and almost every thing that was valuable about his

person
;

and, to crown the whole, the victor at

parting told him with a most intolerable sneer, that

so soon as the Count should receive another remit-

tance from Poland, he woidd give him his revenge,

CHAPTER XXV.
He bears his Fate like a Philosopher ; and contracts Ac-

quaintance with a very remarkable Personage.

This was a proper subject for our hero to moralize
upon ; and accordingly it did not pass without his

remarks ; he found himself fairly foiled at his own
weapons, reduced to indigence in a foreign land,

and, what he chiefly regretted, robbed of all those

gay expectations he had indulged from his own
supposed excellence in the wiles of fraud

;
for, upon

a little recollection, he plainly perceived he had
fallen a sacrifice to the confederacy he had refused
to join ; and did not at all doubt that the dice were
loaded for his destruction. But, instead of beating
his head against the wall, tearing his hair, impre-
cating vain curses upon himself, or betraying other

frantic symptoms of despair, he resolved to accom-
modate himself to his fate, and profit by the lesson

he had so dearly bought.

With this intention, he immediately dismissed

his valet, quitted his lodgings, retired to an obscure

street on the other side of the river, and, covering

one eye with a large patch of black silk, presented

himself in quality of a musician to the director of

the opera, who, upon hearing a trial of his skill,

received him into the band without further question.

While he continued in this situation, he not only

improved his taste and execution in music, but

likewise found frequent opportunities to extend his

knowledge of mankind ; for, besides the employ-

ment he exercised in public, he was often concerned
in private concerts that were given in the hotels of

noblemen ; by which means he became more and
more acquainted with the persons, manners and
characters of high life, which he contemplated with

the most industrious attention, as a spectator, who,
being altogether unconcerned in the performance,

is at more liberty to observe and enjoy the par-

ticulars of the entertainment.

It was in one of those assemblies he had the

pleasure of seeing his friend Sir Stentor, dressed

in the most fashionable manner, and behaving with

all the overstrained politesse of a native Frenchman.
He was accompanied by his brother knight and the

abbe ; and this triumvirate, even in Fathom's hear-

ing, gave a most ludicrous detail of the finesse they

had practised upon the Polish Coimt, to their enter-

tainer, who was ambassador from a certain court, and
made himself extremely merry with the particulars

of the relation. Indeed, they made shift to describe

some of the circumstances in such a ridiculous

light, that our adventurer himself, smarting as he
was with the disgrace, could not help laughing in

secret at the account. He afterwards made it his

business to inquire into the characters of the two
British knights, and understood they were notorious

sharpers, who had come abroad for the good of

their country, and now hunted in couple among a
French pack, that dispersed themselves through
the public ordinaries, walks, and spectacles, in

order to make a prey of incautious strangers.

The pride of Ferdinand was piqued at this infor-

mation ; and he was even animated with the desire

of making reprisals upon this fraternity, from which
he ardently longed to retrieve his honour and
effects. But the issue of his last adventure had
reinforced his caution

;
and, for the present, he

found means to suppress the dictates of-his avarice
and ambition

;
resolving to employ his whole pene-

tration in reconnoitring the ground, before he
should venture to take the field again. He there-
fore continued to act the part of a one-eyed fiddler,

under the name of Fadini, and lived with incredible

frugality, that he might save a purse for his future
operations. In this manner had he proceeded for

the space of ten months, during which he acquired
a competent knowledge of the city of Paris, when
his curiosity was attracted by certain peculiarities

in the appearance of a man who lived in one of the
upper apartments belonging to the house in which
he himself had fixed his habitation.

This was a tall, thin, meagre figure, with a lonu;

black beard, an aquiline nose, a brown complexion,
and a most piercing vivacity in his eyes. He
seemed to be about the age of fifty, wore the Persian
habit, and there was a remarkable severity in his
aspect and demeanour. He and our adventurer
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had been fellow -lodgers for some time, and, accord-

ing to the laudable custom of these days, had
hitherto remained as much estranged to one another,

as if they had lived on opposite sides of the globe

;

but of late the Persian seemed to regard our hero

•with particular attention ; when they chanced to

meet on the staircase, or elsewhere, he bowed to

Ferdinand with great solemnity, and complimented

him with the pas. He even proceeded, in the course

of this communication, to open his mouth, and

salute him with a good morrow, and sometimes

made the common remarks upon the weather.

Fathom, who was naturally complaisant, did not

discourage these advances. On the contrary, he

behaved to him with marks of particular respect,

and one day desired the favour of his company to

breakfast.

This invitation the stranger declined with due

acknowledgement, on pretence of being out of or-

der ;
and, in the mean time, our adventurer be-

thought himself of questioning the landlord con-

cerning his outlandish guest. His curiosity was
rather inflamed than satisfied with the information

le could obtain from this quarter ; for all he learned

.vas, that the Persian went by the name of Ali Beker,

i.nd that he had lived in the house for the space of

four months, in a most solitary and parsimonious

manner, without being visited by one living soul

;

that, for some time after his arrival, he had been

often heard to groan dismally in the night, and even

to exclaim in an unknown language, as if he had
laboured under some grievous affliction; and though
the first transports of his grief had subsided, it was
easy to perceive he still indulged a deep-rooted

melancholy ; for the tears were frequently observed

to trickle down his beard. The commissaire of the

quarter had at first ordered this oriental to be
watched in his outgoings, according to the maxims
of the French police ; but his life was found so

regular and inoffensive, that this precaution was
soon set aside.

Any man of humane sentiments, from the know-
ledge of these particulars, would have been prompted
to offer his services to the forlorn stranger ; but as

our hero was devoid of all these infirmities of human
nature, it was necessary that other motives should

produce the same effect. His curiosity, therefore,

joined with the hopes of converting the confidence

of Ali to his own emolument, effectually impelled

him towards his acquaintance
;
and, in a little time,

they began to relish the conversation of each other.

For, as the reader may have already observed,

Fathom possessed all the arts of insinuation, and
had discernment enough to perceive an air of dig-

nity in the Persian, which the humility of his cir-

cumstances could not conceal. He was, moreover,
a man of good understanding, not without a tincture

of letters, perfectly well bred, though in a cere-

monious style, extremely moral in his discourse,

and scrupulously nice in his notions of honour.

Our hero conformed himseli' in all respects to the

other's opinions, and managed his discretion so as

to pass upon him for a gentleman reduced by mis-
fortunes to the exercise of an employment which
was altogether unsuitable to his birth and quality.

He made earnest and repeated tenders of his good
offices to the stranger, and pressed him to make use
of his purse with such cordial perseverance, that, at

length, Ali's reserve was overcome, and he con-
descended to borrow of him a small sum, which, in
all probability, saved his life ; for he had been driven

to the utmost extremity of want before he would
accept of this assistance.

Fathom, having gradually stole into his good
graces, began to take notice of many piteous sighs
that escaped him in the moments of their inter-

course, and seemed to denote an heart fraught with
woe

;
and, on pretence of administering consolation

and counsel, begged leave to know the cause of his

distress, observing, that his mind would be disbur-
dened by such communication, and, perhaps, his

grief alleviated by some means which they might
jointly concert and execute in his behalf.

AM, thus solicited, would often shake his head,
with marks of extreme sorrow and despondence,
and, while the tears gushed from his eyes, declared
that his distress was beyond the power of any re-

medy but death, and that, by making our hero his

confidant, he should only extend his unhappiness to

a friend, without feeling the least remission of his

own torture. Notwithstanding these repeated decla-

rations, Ferdinand, who was well enough acquainted
with the mind ofman to knowthat such importunity
is seldom or never disagreeable, redoubled his in-

stances, together with his expressions of sympathy
and esteem, until the stranger was prevailed upon
to gratify his curiosity and benevolence. Having,
therefore, secured the chamber-door one night,

while all the rest of the family were asleep, the un-
fortunate Ali disclosed himself in these words.

CHAPTER XXVI.
The History of the noble Castilian.

I should be ungrateful, as well as unwise, did I

longer resist the desire you express to know the
particulars of that destiny which hath driven me to

this miserable disguise, and rendered me in all

considerations the most wretched of men. I have
felt your friendship, am confident of your honour,
and though my misfortunes are such as can never
be repaired, because I am utterly cut off from hope,
which is the wretch's last comfort, yet I may, by
your means, be enabled to bear them with some
degree of fortitude and resignation.

Know then, my name is not Ali ; neither am I

of Persian extraction. I had once the honour to

own myself a Castilian, and was, under the appel-
lation of Hon Diego de Zelos, respected as the head
of one of the most ancient families of that kingdom.
Judge, then, how severe that distress must be,

which compels a Spaniard to renounce his country,

his honours, and his name. My youth was not
spent in inglorious ease, neither did it waste un-
heeded in the rolls of fame. Before I had attained

the age of nineteen, I was twice wounded in battle.

I once fortunately recovered the standard of the

regiment to which I belonged, after it had been
seized by the enemy ;

and, at another occasion,

made shift to save the life of my colonel, when he
lay at the mercy of an enraged barbarian.

He that thinks I recapitulate these particulars

out of ostentation, does wrong to the unhappy Don
Diego de Zelos, who, in having performed these

little acts of gallantry, thinks he has done nothing,

but simply approved himself worthy of being called

a Castilian. I mean only to do justice to my own
character, and to make you acquainted with one of

the most remarkable incidents of my life. It was
my fate, during my third campaign, to command a

troop of horse in the regiment of Don Gonzales
Orgullo, between whom and my father a family
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feud had long been maintained with great enmity

;

and that gentleman did not leave me without rea-
son to believe he rejoiced at the opportunity of
exercising his resentment upon his adversary's son

;

for he withheld from me that countenance which
my fellow officers enjoyed, and found means to
subject me to divers mortifications, of which I was
not at liberty to complain. These I bore in silence
for some time, as part of my probation in the cha-
racter of a soldier

; resolved, nevertheless, to em-
ploy my interest at court for a removal into another
corps, and to take some future opportunity of ex-
plaining my sentiments to Don Gonzales upon the
injustice of his behaviour.

While I animated myself with these sentiments
against the discouragements I underwent, and the
hard duty to which I was daily exposed, it was our
fate to be concerned in the battle of Saragossa,
where our regiment was so severely handled by the
English infantry, that it was forced to give ground
with the loss of one half of its officers and men.
Don Gonzales, who acted as brigadier in another
w'ing, being informed of our fate, and dreading the
disgrace of his corps, which had never turned back
to the enemy, put spurs to his horse, and, riding
across the field at full speed, rallied our broken
squadrons, and led us back to the charge with such
intrepidity of behaviour, as did not fail to inspire us
all with uncommon courage and alacrity. For my
own part, I thought myself doubly interested to
distinguish my valour, not only on account of my
own glory, but likewise on the supposition, that, as
I was acting under the eye of Gonzales, my conduct
would be narrowly observed.

I therefore exerted myself with unusual vigour,
and as he began the attack with the remains of my
troop, fought close by his side during the rest of
the engagement. I even acquired his applause in

the very heat of battle. When his hat was struck
off, and his horse fell under him, I accommodated
and remounted him upon my own, and having
seized for my own use another that belonged to a
common trooper, attended this stern commander as
before, and seconded him in all his repeated efforts

;

but it was impossible to withstand the numbers and
impetuosity of the foe, and Don Gonzales having
had the mortification to see his regiment cut in

pieces, and the greatest part of the army routed,
was fain to yield to the fortune of the day

; yet he
retired as became a man of honour and a Castilian

;

that is, he marched off with great deliberation in

the rear of the Spanish troops, and frequently faced
about to check the pursuit of the enemy. Indeed,
this exercise of his courage had well nigh cost him
his life

; for, in one of these wheelings, he was left

almost alone, and a small party of the Portuguese
horse had actually cut off our communication with
the retreating forces of Spain.

In this dilemma, we had no other chance of
saving our lives and liberty, than that of opening a
passage sword in hand ; and this was what Gon-
zales instantly resolved to attempt. We accordingly
recommended our soids to God, and, charging the
line abreast of another, bore down all opposition,
and were in a fair way of accomplishing our re-
treat without further danger ; but the gallant Or-
gullo, in crossing a ditch, had the misfortune to be
thrown from his horse, and was almost the same
instant overtaken by one of the Portuguese
dragoons, whose sword was already suspended
over his head, as he lay half stunned with his fall

;

when I rode up, discharged a pistol in the ruffian's

brain, and seating my colonel on his horse, had the
good fortune to conduct him to a place of safety.

Here he was provided with such accommodation
as his case required ; for he had been wounded in
the battle, and dangerously bruised by his fall, and,
when all the necessary steps were taken towards
his recovery, I desired to know if he had any fur-

ther commands for his service, being resolved to

join the army without delay. I thought proper to
communicate this question by message, because he
had not spoke one word to me during our retreat,

notwithstanding the good office he had received at
my hands ; a reserve which I attributed to his
pride, and resented accordingly. He no sooner
understood my intention, than he desired to see
me in his apartment, and, as near as I can remem-
ber, spoke to this effect :

—

" Were your father Don Alonzo alive, I should
now, in consequence of your behaviour, banish
every suggestion of resentment, and solicit his
friendship with great sincerity. Yes, Don Diego,
your virtue hath triumphed over that enmity I bore
your house, and I upbraid myself with the unge-
nerous treatment you have suffered under my com-
mand. But it is not enough for me to withdraw
that rigour which it was unjust to exercise, and
would be wicked to maintain. I must likewise
atone for the injuries you have sustained, and make
some suitable acknowledgment for that life which
I have twice to-day owed to your valour and gene-
rosity. Whatever interest I have at court shall be
employed in your behalf; and I have other de-
signs in your favour, which shall be disclosed in
due season. Meanwhile, I desire you will still add
one obligation to the debt which I have already-
incurred, and carry this billet in person to my
Estifania, who, from the news of this fatal over-
throw, must be in despair upon my account."

So saying, he presented a letter, directed to his
lady, which I received in a transport of joy, with
expressions suitable to the occasion, and immedi-
ately set out for his country house, which happened
to be about thirty leagues from the spot. This
expedition was equally glorious and interesting;
for my thoughts upon the road were engrossed by
the hope of seeing Don Orgullo's daughter and
heiress Antonia, who was reported to be a young
lady of great beauty, and the most amiable accom-
plishments. However ridiculous it may seem for a
man to conceive a passion for an object which he
hath never beheld, certain it is, my sentiments were
so much prepossessed by the fame of her qualifi-
cations, that I must have fallen a victim to her
charms, had they been much less powerful than
they were. Notwithstanding the fatigues I had
undergone in the field, I closed not an eye until I
arrived at the gate of Gonzales, being determined
to precede the report of the battle, that Madame
d'Orgullo might not be alarmed for the life of her
husband.

I declared my errand, and was introduced into
a saloon, where I had not waited above three mi-
nutes, when my colonel's lady appeared, and in
great confusion received the letter, exclaiming,
" Heaven grant that Don Gonzales be well !" In
reading the contents, she underwent a variety of
agitations

; but, when she had perused the whole,
her countenance regained its serenity, and, regard-
ing me with an air of ineffable complacency, " Don
Diego," said she, "while I lament the national
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calamity, in the defeat of our army, I at the same

time feel the most sincere pleasure on seeing you

upon this occasion, and, according to the directions

of my dear lord, bid you heartily welcome to this

house, as his preserver and friend. I was not un-

acquainted with your character before this last

triumph of your virtue, and have often prayed to

Heaven for some lucky determination of that fatal

quarrel which raged so long between the family of

Gonzales and your father's house. My prayers

have been heard, the long-wished for reconciliation

is now effected, and I hope nothing will ever in-

tervene to disturb this happy union."

To this polite and affectionate declaration, I

made such a reply as became a young man, whose

heart overflowed with joy and benevolence, and

desired to know how soon her answer to my com-

mander would be ready, that I might gratify his

impatience with all possible despatch. After having

thanked me for this fresh proof of my attachment,

she begged I would retire into a chamber, and re-

pose myself from the uncommon fatigues I must

have undergone : but, finding I persisted in the re-

solution of returning to Don Gonzales, without

allowing myself the least benefit of sleep, she left

me engaged in conversation with an uncle of Don
Gonzales, who lodged in the house, and gave orders

that a collation should be prepared in another

apartment, while she retired to her closet, and

wrote a letter to her husband.

In less than an hour from my first arrival, I was

introduced into a most elegant dining-room, where

a magnificent entertainment was served up, and

where we were joined by Donna Estifania, and her

beautiful daughter the fair Antonia, who advancing

with the most amiable sweetness, thanked me in

very warm expressions of acknowledgment, for the

generosity of my conduct towards her father. I

had been ravished with her first appearance, which

far exceeded my imagination, and my faculties

were so disordered by this address, that I answered

her compliment with* the most awkward confusion.

But this disorder did not turn to my prejudice in

the opinion of that lovely creature, who has often

told me in the sequel, that she gave herself credit

for that perplexity in my behaviour, and that I

never appeared more worthy of her regard and

affection than at that juncture, when my dress was

discomposed, and my whole person disfigured by

the toils and duty of the preceding day ; for this

very dishabille presented itself to her reflection as

the immediate effect of that very merit by which I

was entitled to her esteem.

Wretch that I am ! to survive the loss of such

an excellent woman, endeared to my remembrance

by the most tender offices of wedlock, happily

exercised for the space of five-and-twenty years

!

Forgive these tears ;
they are not the drops of

weakness, but remorse. Not to trouble you with

idle particulars, suffice it to say, I was favoured

with such marks of distinction by Madam d'Or-

gullo, that she thought it incumbent upon her to

let me know she had not overacted her hospitality,

and, while we sat at table, accosted me in these

words :
—" You will not be surprised, Don Diego,

at my expressions of regard, which I own are un-

usual from a Spanish lady to a young cavalier like

you, when I communicate the contents of this

letter from Don Gonzales." So saying, she put

the billet into my hand, and I read these words, or

words to this effect :

—

" Amiable Estifania,—You will understand that I am
as well as a person can possibly be who hath this day lived

to see the army of his king defeated. If you would know
the particulars of this unfortunate action, your curiosity will

be gratified by the bearer, Don Diego de Zelos, to whose
virtue and bravery I am twice indebted for my life. I there-

fore desire you will receive him with that respect and grati-

tude which you shall think due for such an obligation ;
and,

in entertaining him, dismiss that reserve which often dis-

graces the Spanish hospitality. In a word, let your own
virtue and beneficence conduct you upon this occasion, and
let my Antonia's endeavours he joined with your own in

doing'honour to the preserver of her father. Adieu."

Such a testimonial could not fail of being very

agreeable to a young soldier, who by this time had

begun to indulge the transporting hope of being

happy in the arms of the adorable Antonia. I

professed myself extremely happy in having met

with an opportunity of acquiring such a degree of

my colonel's esteem, entertained them with a de-

tail of his personal prowess in the battle, and

answered all their questions with that moderation

which every man ought to preserve in speaking of

his own behaviour. Our repast being ended, I took

my leave of the ladies, and at parting received a

letter from Donna Estifania to her husband, toge-

ther with a ring of great value, which she begged

I would accept, as a token of her esteem. Thus

loaded with honour and caresses, I set out on my
return for the quarters of Don Gonzales, who could

scarce credit his own eyes when I delivered his

lady's billet ; for he thought it impossible to per-

form such a journey in so short a time.

When he had glanced over the paper, "Don
Diego," said he, " by your short stay one would

imagine you had met with indifferent reception at my
house. I hope Estifania has not been deficient in her

duty ?" I answered this question, by assuring him my
entertainment had been so agreeable in all respects,

that nothing but my duty to him could have induced

me to give it up so soon. He then turned the con-

versation upon Antonia, and hinted his intention of

giving her in marriage to a young cavalier, for

whom he had a particular friendship. I was so

much affected by this insinuation, which seemed at

once to blast all my hopes of love and happiness,

that the blood forsook my face ; I was seized with an

universal trepidation, and even obliged to retire, on

pretence of being suddenly taken ill.

Though Gonzales seemed to impute this disorder

to fatigue and want of rest, he in his heart ascribed

it to the true cause ; and, after having sounded my
sentiments to his own satisfaction, blessed me with

a declaration, importing, that I was the person

upon whom he had pitched for a son-in-law. I

will not trouble you with a repetition of what

passed on this interesting occasion, but proceed to

observe, that his intention in my favour was far

from being disagreeable to his lady ; and that, in a

httle time, I had the good fortune to espouse the

c harming Antonia, who submitted to the will of her

father without reluctance.

Soon after this happy event, I was, by the in-

fluence of Don Gonzales", joined to my own interest,

promoted to the command of a regiment, and served

with honour during the remaining part of the war.

After the treaty of Utrecht, I was employed in

reducing the Catalans to their allegiance ; and, in

an action with those obstinate rebels had the mis-

iortune to lose my father-in-law, who by that time

was preferred to the rank of a major-general. The

virtuous Estifania did not long survive this melan-

choly accident ; and the loss of these indu'gent
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parents made such a deep impression upon the

tender heart of my Antonia, that I took the first

opportunity of removing her from a place in which
every object served to cherish her grief, to a pleasant

villa near the city of Seville, which I purchased

on account of its agreeable situation. That I

might the more perfectly enjoy the possession of

my amiable partner, 'who could no longer brook

the thoughts of another separation, peace was no

sooner re-established than I obtained leave to resign

my commission, and I wholly devoted myself to

the joys of a domestic life.

Heaven seemed to smile upon our union, by
blessing us with a son, whom, however, it was
pleased to recal in his infancy, to our unspeakable

grief and mortification ; but our mutual chagrin

was afterwards alleviated by the birth of a daugh-

ter, who seemed born with every accomphshment
to excite the love and admiration of mankind.

Why did nature debase such a masterpiece with the

mixture of an alloy, which hath involved herself

and her whole family in perdition ? But the ways
of Providence are unsearchable. She hath paid the

debt of her degeneracy
;
peace be with her soul

!

The honour of my family is vindicated
;
though by

a sacrifice which hath robbed me of every thing else

that is valuable in life, and ruined my peace past

all redemption. Yes, my friend, all the tortures

that human tyranny can inflict would be ease,

tranquillity, and delight, to the unspeakable pangs
and horrors I have felt.

But, to return from this digression.—Serafina,

which was the name of that little darling, as she

grew up, not only disclosed all the natural graces

of external beauty, but likewise manifested the most
engaging sweetness of disposition, and a capacity

for acquiring with ease all the accomplishments of

her sex. It is impossible to convey any adequate

idea of a parent's raptures in the contemplation of

such a fair blossom. She was the only pledge of our
love, she was presumptive heiress to a large fortune,

and likely to be the sole representative of two noble

Castilian families. She was the delight of all who
saw her, and a theme of praise for every tongue.

You are not to suppose that the education of such

a child was neglected. Indeed, it wholly engrossed

the attention of me and my Antonia, and her pro-

ficiency rewarded our care. Before she had at-

tained the age of fifteen, she was mistress of every

elegant qualification, natural and acquired. Her
person was, by that time, the confessed pattern of

beauty. Her voice was enchantingly sweet, and
she touched the lute with the most ravishing dex-

terity. Heaven and earth! how did my breast

dilate with joy at the thoughts of having given

birth to such perfection ! how did my heart gush
with paternal fondness, whenever I beheld this

ornament of my name ! and what scenes of en-

dearing transport have I enjoyed with my An-
tonia, in mutual congratulation upon our parental

happiness.

Serafina, accomplished as she was, could not fail

to make conquests among the Spanish cavaliers,

who are famous for sensibility in love. Indeed,

she never appeared without a numerous train of

admirers ; and, though we had bred her up in that

freedom of conversation and intercourse which
holds a middle space between the French license

and Spanish restraint, she was now so much ex-

posed to the addresses of promiscuous gallantry,

that we found it necessary to retrench the liberty

of our house, and behave to our male visitants with

great reserve and circumspection, that our honour
and peace might run no risk from the youth and
inexperience of our daughter.

This caution produced overtures from a great

many young gentlemen of rank and distinction,

who courted my alliance, by demanding Serafina in

marriage ; and from the number I had actually

selected one person, who was in all respects worthy

the possession of such an inestimable prize. His

name was Don Manuel de Mendoza. His birth

was noble, and his character dignified with re-

peated acts of generosity and virtue. Yet, before

I would signify to him my approbation of his suit,

I resolved to inform myself whether or not the

heart of Serafina was totally unengaged, and in-

different to any other object, that I might not lay

a tyrannical restraint upon her inclinations. The
result of my inquiry was a full conviction of her

having hitherto been deaf to the voice of love

;

and this piece of information, together with my
own sentiments in his favour, I communicated to

Don Manuel, who heard these tidings with tran-

sports of gratitude and joy. He was immediately

favoured with opportunities of acquiring the affec-

tion of my daughter, and his endeavours were at

first received with such respectful civility, as might
have been easily warmed into a mutual passion, had
not the evil genius of our family interposed.

0 my friend ! how shall I describe the depravity

of that unhappy virgin's sentiments ! how recount

the particulars of my own dishonour ! I that am
descended from a long line of illustrious Castilians,

who never received an injury they did not revenge,

but washed awa}' every blemish in their fame
with the blood of those who attempted to stain it.

In that circumstance I have imitated the example
of my glorious progenitors, and that consideration

alone hath supported me against all the assaults of

despair.

As I grudged no pains and expense in perfecting

the education of Serafina, my doors were open to

every person who made an extraordinary figure in

the profession of those amusing sciences in which
she delighted. The house of Don Diego de Zelos

was a little academy for painting, poetry, and mu-
sic ; and Heaven decreed that it should fall a

sacrifice to its regard for these fatal and delusive

arts. Among other preceptors, it was her fate to

be under the instruction of a cursed German, who,
though his profession was drawing, understood the

elements and theory of music, possessed a large

fund of learning and taste, and was a person re-

markable for his agreeable conversation. This
traitor, who like you had lost one eye, I not only

admitted into my house for the improvement of my
daughter, but even distinguished with particular

marks of confidence and favour, little thinking he
had either inclination or capacity to debauch the

sentiments of my child. I was rejoiced beyond
measure to see with what alacrity she received his

lessons, with what avidity she listened to his dis-

course, which was always equally moral, instruct-

ing, and entertaining.

Antonia seemed to vie with me in expressions of
regard for this accomplished stranger, whom she
could not help supposing to be a person of rank and
family, reduced to his present situation by some
unfortunate vicissitude of fate. I was disposed to

concur with this opinion, and actually conjured him
to make me his confidant, with such protestations



510 THE ADVENTURES OF

as left him no room to doubt my honour and bene-

ficence ; but he still persisted in declaring himself

the son of an obscure mechanic in Bohemia ;
an

origin to -which snrely no man would pretend who

had the least claim to nobility of birth. While I

-was thus undeceived in my conjecture touching his

birth and quality, I was confirmed in an opinion of

his integrity and moderation, and looked upon him

as a man of honour, in despite of the lowness of his

pedigree. Nevertheless, he -was at bottom amost per-

fidious wr-etch, and all this modesty and self-denial

-were the effects of the most villanous dissimulation,

a cloak under -which he, unsuspected, robbed me

of my honour and my peace.

Not to trouble you with particulars, the recital

of which would tear my heart-strings with indig-

nation and remorse, I shall only observe, that, by

the power of his infernal insinuation, he fascinated

the heart of Serafina, brought over Antonia herself

to the interests of his passion, and at once detached

them both from their duty and religion. Heaven

and earth '. how dangerous, how irresistible is the

power of infatuation ! While I remained in the

midst of this blind security, waiting for the nuptials

cf my daughter, and indulging myself with the

vain prospect of her approaching felicity, Antonia

found means to protract the negociation of the

marriage, by representing that it would be pity to

deprive' Serafina of the opportunity she then had

of profiting by the German's instructions; and,

upon that account, I prevailed upon Don Manuel to

bridle the impatience of his love.

During this interval, as I one evening enjoyed

the cool air in my own garden, I was accosted by

an old duenna, who had been my nurse, and lived

in the family since the time of my childhood.

" My duty," said she, " will no longer permit me to

wink in silence at the wrongs I see you daily

suffer. Dismiss the German from your house

without delay, if you respect the glory of your

name, and the rights of our holy religion. The

stranger is an abominable heretic: and grant,

Heaven ! he may not have already poisoned the

minds of those you hold most dear." I had been

extremely alarmed at the beginning of this address

;

but, finding the imputation limited to the article of

religion, in which, thank God, I am no bigot, I re-

covered my serenity of disposition, thanked the

old woman for her zeal, commended her piety, and

encouraged her to persevere in making observations

on such subjects as should concern my honour and

mv quiet.

We live in such a world of wickedness and

fraud, that a man cannot be too vigilant in his own

defence. Had I employed such spies from the be-

ginning, I should in all probability have been at

this day in possession of every comfort that renders

life agreeable. The duenna thus authorized, em-

ployed her sagacity with such success, that I had

reason to suspect the German of a design upon the

heart of Serafina ; but, as the presumptions did not

amount to conviction, I contented myselfwith exiling

him from my house, under the pretext of having

discovered that he was an enemy to the Catholic

church; and forthwith appointed a day for the

celebration of mv daughter's marriage with Don
Manuel de Mendoza. I could easily perceive a

cloud of melancholy overspread the faces of Sera-

fina and her mother, when I declared these my
resolutions ; but, as they made no objection to what

T proposed, I did not at that time enter into an

explanation of the true motives that influences my
conduct- Both parties were probably afraid of

such expostulation.

Meanwhile, preparaticns were made for the es-

pousals of Serafina; and, notwithstanding the

anxiety I had undergone, on account of her con-

nexion with the German, I began to think that her

duty, her glory, had triumphed over all such low-

born considerations, if ever they had been enter-

tained ; because she, and even Antonia, seemed to

expect the ceremony with resignation, though the

features of both still retained evident marks of

concern, which I willingly imputed to the mutual

prospect of their separation. This, however, was

but a faithless calm, that soon, ah! too soon,

brought forth a tempest which hath wrecked my
hopes.

Two days before the appointed union of Don
Manuel and Serafina, I was informed by the duenna,

that, while she accompanied Antonia's waiting-

maid at church, she had seen her receive a billet

from an old woman, who, kneeling at her side, had

conveved it in such a mysterious manner, as

awakened the duenna's apprehensions about her

young lady; she had therefore hastened home to

communicate this piece of intelligence, that I might

have an opportunity of examining the messenger

before she should have time to deposit her trust.

I could not help shivering with fearful presages

upon this occasion, and even abhorring the person

to whose duty and zeal I was beholden for the in-

telligence, even while I endeavoured to persuade

myself that the inquiry would end in the detection

of some paltry intrigue between the maid and her

own gallant I intercepted her in returning from

church, and, commanding her to follow me to a

convenient place, extorted from her, by dint of

threats, the fatal letter, which I read to this effect.

"The whole business of my life, O divine Serafina! will

be to repay that affection I have been so happy as to engage.

With what transport then shall I obey your summons, in

performing that enterprise, which will rescue you from the

bed of a detested rival, and put myself in full possession of

a jewel which I value infinitely more than life. Yes, adora-

ble creature ! I have provided every thing for our escape,

and at midnight will attend you in your own apartment,

from whence you shall be conveyed into a land of liberty

and peace, where you will, unmolested, enjoy the purity of

that religion you have espoused, and in full security bless

the arms of your ever faithful. " Orlando.'

Were you a fond parent, a tender husband, and

a noble Castilian, I should not need to mention the

unutterable horrors that took possession of my
bosom, when I perused this accursed letter, by

which I learned the apostasy, disobedience, and de-

generacy, of my idolized Serafina, who had over-

thrown and destroyed the whole plan of felicity

which I had erected, and blasted all the glories of

my name ; and when the wretched messenger, ter-

rified by my menaces and agitation, confessed that

Antonia herself was privy to the guilt of her

daughter, whom she had solemnly betrothed to that

vile German, in the sight of Heaven, and that by

her connivance this plebeian intended, that very

night, to bereave me of my child, I was for some

moments stupified with grief and amazement, that

gave way to an ecstasy of rage, which had well

nigh terminated in despair and distraction. -

I now tremble, and my head grows gidd> with

the remembrance of that dreadful occasion. Be-

hold how the drops trickle down my forehead ;
this

agony is a fierce and familiar visitant ; I shall banish

it anon. I summoned my pride, my resentment, to
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my assistance ; these are the cordials that support
me against all other reflections; those were the
auxiliaries that enabled me, in the day of trial, to
perform that sacrifice which my honour demanded,
in a strain so loud as to drown the cries of nature,
love, and compassion. Yes, they espoused that
glory which humanity would have betrayed, and
my revenge was noble, though unnatural.
My scheme was soon laid, my resolution soon

taken; I privately confined the wretch who had
been the industrious slave of this infamous conspi-
racy, that she might take no step to frustrate or
interrupt the execution of my design. Then re-
pairing to the house of an apothecary who was
devoted to my service, communicated my intention,
which he durst not condemn, and could not reveal,
without breaking the oath of secrecy I had imposed

;

and he furnished me with two vials of poison for
the dismal catastrophe I had planned. Thus pro-
vided, I, on pretence of sudden business at Seville,
carefully avoided the dear, the wretched pair,
whom I had devoted to death, that my heart might
not relent, by means of those tender ideas which
the sight of them would have infallibly inspired

;

and, when day-light vanished, took my station
near that part of the house through which the
villain must have entered on his hellish purpose.
There I stood, in a state of horrid expectation, my
soul ravaged with the different passions that assailed
it, until the fatal moment arrived; when I perceived
the traitor approach the window of a lower apart-
ment, which led into that of Serafina, and gently
lifting the casement, which was purposely left un-
secured, insinuated half of his body into the house.
Then rushing upon him, in a transport of fury, I
plunged my sword into his heart, crying, "Villain ! re-
ceive the reward of thy treachery and presumption."
The steel was so well aimed as to render a repe-

tition of the stroke unnecessary ; he uttered one
groan, and fell breathless at my feet. Exulting
with this first success of my revenge, I penetrated
into the chamber where the robber of my peace
was expected by the unhappy Serafina and her
mother, who, seeing me enter with a most savage
aspect, and a sword reeking with the vengeance I
had taken, seemed almost petrified with fear. "Be-
hold," said I, " the blood of that base plebeian, who
made an attempt upon the honour of my house

:

your conspiracy against the unfortunate Don Diego
de Zelos is now discovered; that presumptuous
slave, the favoured Orlando, is now no more."

Scarce had I pronounced these words, when a
loud scream was uttered by both the unhappy
victims. " If Orlando is slain," cried the infatuated
Serafina, "what have I to do with life? O my
dear lord

!
my husband, and my lover! how are our

promised joys at once cut off? here, strike, my
father! complete your barbarous sacrifice! the spirit
of the murdered Orlando still hovers for his wife."
These frantic exclamations, in which she was joined
by Antonia, kept up the fury of my resentment,
which by meekness and submission might have
been weakened and rendered ineffectual. "Yes,
hapless wretches," I replied, " ye shall enjoy your
wish : the honour of my name requires that both
Shall die

; yet I will not mangle the breast of An-
tonia, on which I have so often reposed; I will not
8hed the blood of Zelos, nor disfigure the beauteous
•orm of Serafina, on which I have sooften gazed with
Wonder and unspeakable delight. Here is an elixir,
to which I trust the consummation of my revenge."

; So saying, I emptied the vials into separate cups.
• and, presenting one in each hand, the miserable,
i the fair offenders, instantly received the destined

draughts, which they drank without hesitation;
then praying to heaven for the wretched Don Diego,
sunk upon the same couch, and expired without a
groan. O well-contrived beverage! O happy com-
position, by which all the miseries of life are so
easily cured!"
Such was the fate of Antonia and Serafina; these

hands were the instruments that deprived them of
life, these eyes beheld them the richest prize that
death had ever won. Powers supreme ! does Don
Diego live to make this recapitulation ? I have
done my duty ; but ah ! I am haunted by the furies
of remorse; I am tortured with the incessant stings
of remembrance and regret ; even now the images
of my wife and daughter present themselves to my
imagination. All the scenes of happiness I have
enjoyed as a lover, husband, and parent, all the en-
dearing hopes I have cherished, now pass in review
before me, embittering the circumstances of my in-
expressible woe ; and 1 consider myself as a solitary
outcast from all the comforts of society. But,
enough of these unmanly complaints : the yearnings
of nature are too importunate.
Having completed my vengeance, I retired into

my closet, and, furnishing myself with some ready
money and jewels of considerable value, went into
the stable, saddled my favourite steed, which I in-
stantly mounted, and, before the tumults of my
breast subsided, found myself at the town of St.
Lucar. There I learned from inquiry, that there
was a Dutch bark in the harbour ready to sail

;

upon which I addressed myself to the master, who,
for a suitable gratification, was prevailed upon to
weigh anchor that same night ; so that, embarking
without delay, I soon bid eternal adieu to my
native country. It was not from reason and reflec-
tion that I took these measures for my personal
safety

; but, in consequence of an involuntary
instinct, that seems to operate in the animal machine,
while the faculty of thinking is suspended.
To what a dreadful reckoning was I called, when

reason resumed her function ! You may believe
me, my friend, when I assure you, that I should not
have outlived those tragedies I acted, had I not
been restrained from doing violence upon myself
by certain considerations, which no man of honour
ought to set aside. I could not bear the thought of
falling ingloriously by the hand of an executioner,
and entailing disgrace upon a family that knew no
stain

; and I was deterred from putting an end to
my own misery, by the apprehension of posthumous
censure, which would have represented me as a
desponding wretch, utterly destitute of that patience,
fortitude, and resignation, which are the character-
istics of a true Castilian. I was also influenced by
religious motives that suggested to me the necessity
of living to atone, by my sufferings and sorrow, for
the guilt I had incurred in complying with a savage
punctilio, which is, I fear, displeasing in the sight
of heaven.

These were the reasons that opposed my entrance
into that peaceful harbour which death presented tomy view

;
and they were soon reinforced by another

principle that sanctioned my determination to con-
tinue at the servile oar of life. In consequence of
unfavourable winds, our vessel for some days made
small progress in her voyage to Holland, and near
the coast of Galhcia we were joined by an Enn-lhh
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ship from Vigo, the master of which gave us to un-

derstand, that before he set sail, a courier had

arrived from Madrid at that place, with orders lor

the corregidore to prevent the escape of any native

Spaniard bv sea from any port within his district

;

and to use "his utmost endeavours to apprehend the

person of Don Diego de Zelos, who was suspected

of treasonable practices against the state. Such an

order, with a minute description of my person, was

at the same time despatched to all the sea ports and

frontier places in Spain.

You may easily suppose how I, who was already

overwhelmed with distress, could bear this aggrava-

tion of misfortune and disgrace: I, who had always

maintained the reputation of loyalty, which was ac-

quired at the hazard of my life, and the expense of

mv blood. To deal candidly, I must own, that this

intelligence roused me from a lethargy of grief

which had begun to overpower my faculties. I im-

mediately imputed this dishonourable charge to the

evil offices of some villain, who had basely taken

the advantage ofmy deplorable situation, and I was

inflamed, inspirited with the desire of vindicating

my fame, and revenging the injury. Thus animated,

I resolved to disguise myself effectually from the

observation of those spies which every nation finds

its account in employing in foreign countries; I

purchased this habit from the Dutch navigator, in

whose house I kept myself concealed, after our

arrival at Amsterdam, until my beard was grown to

a sufficient length to favour my design, and then

appeared as a Persian dealer in jewels. As I could

gain no satisfactory information touching myself in

this country, had no purpose to pursue, and was ex-

tremelv miserable among a people, who, being

mercenary and unsocial, were very ill adapted to

alleviate the horrors of my condition ; I gratified

my landlord for his important services, with the

best part of my effects ; and having, by his means,

procured a certificate from the magistracy, repaired

to Rotterdam, from whence I set out in a travelling

carriage for Antwerp, on my way to this capital

;

hoping, with a succession of different objects, to

mitigate the anguish of my mind, and by the most

industrious inquiry, to learn such particulars of that

false impeachment, as would enable me to take

measures for my own justification, as well as for pro-

jecting a plan of revenge against the vile perfidious

author.

This, I imagined, would be no difficult task, con-

sidering the friendship and intercourse subsisting

between the Spanish and French nations, and the

communicative disposition for which the Parisians

are renowned ; but I have found myself egregiously

deceived in my expectation. The officers of police

in this city are so inquisitive and vigilant that the

most minute action of a stranger is scrutinized with

great severity ; and, although the inhabitants are

very frank in discoursing on indifferent subjects,

they are at the same time extremely cautious in

avoiding all conversation that turns upon state

occurrences and maxims of government. In a

word, the peculiarity of my appearance subjects

me so much to particular observation, that I have

hitherto thought proper to devour my griefs in

silence, and even to bear the want of almost every

convenience, rather than hazard a premature dis-

covery, by offering my jewels to sale.

In this emergency I have been so far fortunate

as to become acquainted with you, whom I look

upon as a man of honour and humanity. Indeed,

I was at first sight prepossessed in your favour,

for, notwithstanding the mistakes which men daily

commit in judging from appearances, there is some-

thing in the physiognomy of a stranger from which

one cannot help' forming an opinion of his character

and disposition. For once, my penetration hath not

failed me; your behaviour justifies my decision;

you have treated me with that sympathy and

respect which none but the generous will pay to the

unfortunate. I have trusted you accordingly. I

have put my life, my honour, in your power ; and

I must beg leave to depend upon your friendship,

for obtaining that satisfaction for which alone I

seek to live. Your employment engages you in the

gay world ;
you daily mingle with the societies of

men ; the domestics of the Spanish ambassador

will not shun your acquaintance ;
you may frequent

the coffeehouses to which they resort ; and, in the

course of these occasions, unsuspected inform

yourself of that mysterious charge which lies

heavy on the fame of the unfortunate Don Diego.

I must likewise implore your assistance in con-

verting my jewels into money, that I may breathe

independent of man, until Heaven shall permit me

to finish this weary pilgrimage of life.

CHAPTER XXVn.
A flagrant Instance of Fathom's Virtue, in the manner of his

Retreat to England.

Fathom, who had lent an attentive ear to every

circumstance of this disastrous story, no sooner

heard it concluded, than, with an aspect of generous

and cordial compassion, not even unattended with

tears, he condoled the lamentable fate of Don

Diego de Zelos, deplored the untimely death

of the gentle Antonia and the fair Serafina, and

undertook the interest of the wretched Castilian

with such warmth of sympathizing zeal, as drew

a flood from his eyes, while he wrung his bene-

factor's hand in a transport of gratitude. Those

were literally tears of joy, or at least of satisfaction,

on both sides ; as our hero wept with affection and

attachment to the jewels that were to be committed

to his care; but, far from discovering the true

source of his tenderness, he affected to dissuade the

Spaniard from parting with the diamonds, which

he counselled him to reserve for a more pressing

occasion ; and in the mean time, earnestly entreated

him to depend upon his friendship for present

relief. This generous proffer served only to confirm

Don Diego's resolution, which he forthwith ex-

ecuted, by putting into the hands of Ferdinand

jewels' to the value of a thousand crowns, and

desiring him to detain for his own use any part of

the sum they would raise. Our adventurer thanked

him for the good opinion he entertained of his

inte-mty, an opinion fully manifested in honouring

him with such important confidence, and assured

him he would transact his affairs with the utmost

dilio-ence, caution, and despatch. The evening

being by this time almost consumed, these new

allies retired separately to rest ;
though each passed

the night without repose, in very different reflec-

tions, the Castilian being, as usual, agitated with

the unceasing pangs of his unalterable misery,

interspersed with gleaming hopes of revenge ;
and

Fathom being kept awake with revolving plans tor

turning his fellow-lodger's credulity to his own

advantage. From the nature of the Spaniards

situation he might have appropriated the jewels >o
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himself, and remained in Paris without fear of
a prosecution, because the injured party had, by the
above narrative, left his life and liberty at dis-
cretion.—But he did not think himself secure from
the personal resentment of an enraged desperate
Castilian; and therefore determined to withdraw
himself privately into that country where he had all
along proposed to fix the standard of his finesse,
which fortune had now empowered him to exercise
according to his wish.

Bent upon this retreat, he went abroad in the
morning, on pretence of acting in the concerns of
his friend Don Diego, and having hired a post-
chaise to be ready at the dawning of next day,
returned to his lodgings, where he cajoled the
Spaniard with a feigned report of his negociation

;

then, securing his most valuable effects about his
person, arose with the cock, repaired to the place
at which he had appointed to meet the postilion
with the carriage, and set out for England without
further delay, leaving the unhappy Zelos to the
horrors of indigence, and the additional agony of
this fresh disappointment. Yet he was not the
only person affected by the abrupt departure of
Fathom, which was hastened by the importu-
nities, threats, and reproaches of his landlord's
daughter, whom he had debauched under promise
of marriage, and now left in the fourth month of her
pregnancy.

Notwithstanding the dangerous adventure in
which he had been formerly involved by travelling
in the night, he did not think proper to make the
usual halts on this journey, for sleep or refreshment,
nor did he once quit the chaise till his arrival at
Boulogne, which he reached in twenty hours after
his departure from Paris. Here he thought he
might safely indulge himself with a comfortable
meal

;
accordingly he bespoke a poulard for dinner,

and while that was preparing, went forth to view
the city and harbour. When he beheld the white
cliffs of Albion, his heart throbbed with all the joy
of a beloved son, who, after a tedious and fatiguing
voyage, reviews the chimneys of his father's house.
He surveyed the neighbouring coast of England
with fond and longing eyes, like another Moses,
reconnoitering the land of Canaan from the top of
Mount Pisgah

; and to such a degree of impatience
was he inflamed by the sight, that, instead of pro-
ceeding to Calais, he resolved to take his passage
directly from Boulogne, even if he should hire a
vessel for the purpose. With these sentiments, he
inquired if there was any ship bound for England,
and was so fortunate as to find the master of a small
bark, who intended to weigh anchor for Deal that
same evening at high water.

Transported with this information, he immediately
agreed for his passage, sold the post-chaise to his
landlord for thirty guineas, as a piece of furniture
for which he could have no further use, purchased
a portmanteau, together with some linen and wearing
apparel, and, at the recommendation of his host,
took into his service an extra postilion or helper,
who had formerly worn the livery of a travelling
marquis. This new domestic, whose name was
Maurice, underwent, with great applause, the ex-
amination of our hero, who perceived in him a
fund of sagacity and presence of mind, by which
he was excellently qualified for being the valet of an
adventurer. He was therefore accommodated with
a second-hand suit, and another shirt, and at once
listed under the banners of Count Fathom, who
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spent the whole afternoon in giving him proper
instructions for the regulation of his conduct.
Having settled these preliminaries to his own

satisfaction, he and his baggage were embarked
about six o'clock in the month of September, and it

was not without emotion that he found himself
benighted upon the great deep, of which, before the
preceding day, he had never enjoyed even the most
distant prospect. However, he was not a man to
be afraid, where there was really no appearance of
danger; and the agreeable presages of future fortune
supported his spirits, amidst the disagreeable nausea
which commonly attends landsmen at sea, until he
was set ashore upon the beach at Deal, which he
entered in good health about seven o'clock in the
morning.

Like Caesar, however, he found some difficulty
in landing, on account of the swelling surf, that
tumbled about with such violence as "had almost
overset the cutter that carried him on shore

; and,
in his eagerness to jump upon the strand, his foot
slipped from the side of the boat, so that he was
thrown forwards in an horizontal direction, and his
hands were the first parts of him that touched
English ground. Upon this occasion, he, in imita-
tion of Scipio's behaviour on the coast of Africa,
hailed the omen, and grasping a handful of the
sand, was heard to exclaim, in the Italian lan-
guage,—" Ah, ah, Old England, I have thee fast."
As he walked up to the inn, followed by Maurice

loaded with his portmanteau, he congratulated
himself upon his happy voyage, and the peaceable
possession of his spoil, and could not help snufling
up the British air with marks of infinite relish and
satisfaction. His first care was to recompense
himself for the want of sleep he had undergone,
and, after he had suificiently recruited himself with
several hours of uninterrupted repose, he set out in
a post-chaise for Canterbury, where he took a place
in the London stage, which he was told would
depart next morning, the coach being already full.

On this very first day of his arrival, he perceived
between the English and the people among whom
he had hitherto lived, such essential difference in
customs, appearance, and way of living, as inspired
him with high notions of that British freedom,
opulence, and convenience, on which he had often
heard his mother expatiate. On the road, he feasted
his eyesight with the verdant hills covered with
flocks of sheep, the fruitful vales parcelled out into
cultivated enclosures

; the very cattle seemed to
profit by the wealth of their masters, being large,
sturdy, and sleek, and every peasant breathed the
insolence of liberty and independence. In a word,
he viewed the wide-extended plains of Kent with
a lover's eye, and, his ambition becoming romantic,
could not help fancying himself another conqueror
of the isle.

He was not, however, long amused by these vain
chimeras, which soon vanished before other reflec-
tions of more importance and solidity. His imagi-
nation, it must be owned, was at all times too chaste
to admit those overweening hopes, which often
mislead the mind of the projector. He had studied
mankind with incredible diligence, and knew per-
fectly well how far he could depend on the passions
and foibles of human nature. That he might now
act consistent with his former sagacity, he resolved
to pass himself upon his fellow-travellers for a
French gentleman, equally a stranger to the lan-
guage and country of England, in order to glean
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from their discourse such intelligence as might

avail him in his future operations ; and his lacquey

was tutored accordingly.

CHAPTER XXVm.
Some Account of his Fellow-Travellers.

Those who had taken places for the coach, under-

standing the sixth seat was engaged by a foreigner,

determined to profit by his ignorance ; and, with

that politeness which is peculiar to this happy

island, fixed themselves in the vehicle, in such a

manner, before he had the least intimation of their

design, that he found it barely practicable to in-

sinuate himself sidelong between a corpulent quaker

and a fat Wapping landlady, in which attitude he

stuck fast, like a thin quarto between two volumin-

ous dictionaries on a bookseller's shelf. And, as

if the pain and inconvenience of such compression

was not sufficient matter of chagrin, the greatest

part of the company entertained themselves with

laughing at his ludicrous station.

The jolly dame at his left hand observed, with

a loud exclamation of mirth, that monsieur would

be soon better acquainted with a buttock of English

beef; and said, by that time they should arrive at

their dining place, he might be spitted without

larding. " Yes, verily," replied Obadiah, who was

a wag in his way, " but the swine's fat will be all

on one side."
—" So much the better for you," cried

mine hostess, " for that side is all your own." The
quaker was not so much disconcerted by the quick-

ness of this repartee, but that he answered with

great deliberation, " I thank thee for thy love,

but will not profit by thy loss, especially as I like

not the savour of these outlandish fowls ; they are

profane birds of passage, relished only by the

children of vanity, like thee."

The plump gentlewoman took umbrage at this

last expression, which she considered as a double

reproach, and repeated the words, "Children of

vanity !" with an emphasis of resentment. "I be-

lieve, if the truth were known," said she, " there's

more vanity than midriff in that great belly of

yours, for all your pretending to humility and reli-

gion. Sirrah ! my corporation is made up of good,

wholesome, English fat; but you are puffed up

with the wind of vanity and delusion ; and when it

begins to gripe your entrails, you pretend to have

a motion, and then get up and preach nonsense.

Yet you'll take it upon you to call your betters

children. Marry come up, Mr. Goosecap, I have

got children that are as good men as you, or any

hypocritical trembler in England."

A person who sat opposite to the quaker, hearing

this remonstrance, which seemed pregnant with

contention, interposed in the conversation with a

conscious leer, and begged there might be no

rupture between the spirit and the flesh. By this

remonstrance he relieved Obadiah from the satire of

this female orator, and brought the whole vengeance

of her elocution upon his own head. "Flesh,"

cried she, with all the ferocity of an enraged

Thalestris, "none of your names, Mr. Yellow-

chaps. What ! I warrant you have an antipathy

to flesh, because you yourself are nothing but skin

and bone. I suppose you are some poor starved

journeyman taiior come from France, where you

have been learning to cabbage, and have not seen

a good meal of victuals these seven years. You
have been living upon rye-bread and soup-maigre,

and now you come over like a walking atomy,

with a rat's tail at your wig, and a tinsey-jacket.

And so, forsooth, you set up for a gentlen.tm, and

pretend to find fault with a sirloin of roast beef."

The gentleman heard this address with admirable

patience, and when she had rung out her alarm,

very coolly replied, " Any thing but your stinking

fish, madam. Since when, I pray, have you

travelled in stage-coaches, and left off your old

profession of crying oysters in winter, and rotten

mackarel in June ? You was then known by the

name of Kate Brawn, and in good repute among
the ale-houses in Thames-street, till that unlucky

amour with the master of a corn vessel, in which

he was unfortunately detected by his own spouse

;

but you seem to have risen by that fall ; and I wish

you joy of your present plight. Though, con-

sidering your education on Bear Quay, you can give

but a sorry account of youself."

The Amazon, though neither exhausted nor

dismayed, was really confounded at the temper and

assurance of this antagonist, who had gathered all

these anecdotes from the fertility of his own inven-

tion ; after a short pause, however, she poured forth

a torrent of obloquy sufficient to overwhelm any

person who had not been used to take up.arms

against such seas of trouble ; and a dispute ensued,

which would have not only disgraced the best

orators on the Thames, but even have made a figure

in the celebration ofthe Eleusinian mysteries, during

which the Athenian matrons rallied one another

from different waggons, with that freedom of alter-

cation so happily preserved in this our age and

country.

Such a redundancy of epithets, and variety of

metaphors, tropes, and figures, were uttered between

these well-matched opponents, that an epic bard

would have found his account in listening to the

contest ; which, in all probability, would not have

been confined to words, had it not been interrupted

for the sake of a young woman of an agreeable

countenance and modest carriage; who, being

shocked at some of their flowers of speech, and terri-

fied by the menacing looks and gestures of the fiery-

featured dame, began to scream aloud, and beg leave

to quit the coach. Her perturbation put an end to

the high debate. The sixth passenger, who had

not opened his mouth, endeavoured to comfort her

with assurances of protection ; the quaker proposed

a cessation of arms ; the male disputant acquiesced

in the proposal, assuring the company he had

entered the lists for their entertainment only, with-

out acquiring the least grudge or ill-wili io the fat

gentlewoman, whom he protested he had never

seen before that day, and who, for aught he knew,

was a person of credit and reputation. He then

held forth his hand in token of amity, and asked

pardon of the offended party, who was appeased by

his submission ; and, in testimony of her benevo-

lence, presented to the other female, whom she had

discomposed, an Hungary-water bottle filled with

cherry-brandy, recommending it as a much more

powerful remedy than the sal volatile which the

other held to her nose.

Peace being thus re-established, in a treaty com-

prehending Obadiah and all present, it will not be

improper to give the reader some further informa-

tion, touching the several characters assembled in

this vehicle. The quaker was a London merchant,

who had been at Deal superintending the repairs of

a ship which had suffered by a storm in the Downs.

The Wapping landlady was on her return from the
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same place, where she had attended the payment of
a man of war, with sundry powers of attorney,
granted hy the sailors, who had lived upon credit
at her house. Her competitor in fame was a dealer
in wine, a smuggler of French lace, and a petty
gamester just arrived from Paris, in the company
of an English barber, who sat on his right hand,
and the young woman was daughter of a country
curate, in her way to London, where she was bound
apprentice to a milliner.

Hitherto Fathom had sat in silent astonishment
at the manners of his fellow-travellers, which fat-

exceeded the notions he had preconceived ofEnglish
plainness and rusticity. He found himself a monu-
ment of that disregard and contempt which a
stranger never fails to meet with from the inha-
bitants of this island ; and saw, with surprise, an
agreeable young creature sit as solitary and un-
heeded as himself. He was, indeed, allured by the
roses of her complexion, and the innocence of her
aspect, and began to repent of having pretended
ignorance of the language, by which he was re-
strained from exercising his eloquence upon her
heart ; he resolved, however, to ingratiate himself,
if possible, by the courtesy and politeness of dumb
show, and for that purpose put his eyes in motion
without farther delay.

CHAPTER XXIX.
Another providential Deliverance from the Effects of the

Smuggler's ingenious Conjecture.

During these deliberations, the wine-merchant,
with a view to make a parade of his superior parts
and breeding, as well as to pave the way for a match
at backgammon, made a tender of his snuff-box to
our adventurer, and asked, in bad French, how he
travelled from Paris. This question produced a
series of interrogations concerning the place of
Ferdinand's abode in that city, and his business in
England, so that he was fain to practice the science
of defence, and answered with such ambiguity, as
aroused the suspicion of the smuggler, who began
to believe our hero had some very cogent reason for
evading his curiosity ; he immediately set his reflec-
tion at work, and, after various conjectures, fixed
upon Fathom's being the young pretender. Big
with this supposition, he eyed him with the most
earnest attention, comparing his features with those
of the chevalier's portrait which he had seen in
France, and though the faces were as unlike as any
two human faces could be, found the resemblance
so striking as to dispel all his doubts, and persuade
him to introduce the stranger to some justice on the
road

; a step by which he would not only manifest
his zeal for the protestant succession, but also ac-
quire the splendid reward proposed by parliament
to any person who should apprehend that famous
adventurer.

These ideas intoxicated the brain of this man to
such a pitch of enthusiasm, that he actually believed
himself in possession of the thirty thousand pounds,
and amused his fancy with a variety of magnificent
projects to be executed by means of that acquisition,
until his reverie was interrupted by the halting of
the coach at the inn where the passengers used to
eat their breakfasts. Waked as he was from the
dream of happiness, it had made such impression
upon his mind, that, seeing Fathom rise up with an
intention to alight, he took it for granted his design
was to escape, and seizing him by the collar, called
aloud for assistance in the king's name.

Our hero, whose sagacity and presence of mind
very often supplied the place of courage, instead of
being terrified at this assault, which might have
disturbed the tranquillity of an ordinary villain, was
so perfectly master of every circumstance of his

own situation, as to know at once that the aggressor
could not possibly have the least cause of complaint
against him ; and therefore, imputing this violence
either to madness or mistake, very deliberately suf-

fered himself to be made prisoner by the people of
the house, who ran to the coach-door in obedience
to the summons of the wine-merchant. The rest

of the company were struck dumb with surprise
and consternation at this sudden adventure ; and
the quaker, dreading some fell resistance on the side

of the outlandish man, unpinned the other coach-
door in the twinkling of an eye, and trundled him-
self into the mud for safety. The others, seeing
the temper and resignation of the prisoner, soon
recovered their recollection, and began to inquire
into the cause of his arrest, upon which, the captor,
whose teeth chattered with terror and impatience,
gave them to understand that he was a state crimi-
nal, and demanded their help in conveying him to

justice.

Luckily for both parties, there happened to be at

the inn a company of squires just returned from
the death of a leash of hares, which they had or-
dered to be dressed for dinner, and among these
gentlemen was one of the quorum, to whom the
accuser had immediate recourse, marching before
the captive, who walked very peaceably between the
landlord and one of his waiters, and "followed by a
crowd of spectators, some of whom had secured
the faithful Maurice, who in his behaviour closely
imitated the deliberation of his master. In this

order did the procession advance to the apartment
in which the magistrate, with his fellows of the
chase, sat smoking his morning pipe over a tankard
of strong ale, and the smuggler being directed to
the right person, "May it please your worship,"
said he, " I have brought this foreigner before you,
on a violent suspicion of his being a proclaimed
outlaw

; and I desire, before these witnesses, that
my title may be made good to the reward that shall

become due upon his conviction."
" Friend," replied the justice, " I know nothing

of you or your titles ; but this I know, if you have
any information to give in, you must come to my
house when I am at home, and proceed in a lawful
way, that is, d'ye mind me, if you swear as how
this here person is an outlaw, then if so be as he
has nothing to say to the contrary, my clerk shall
make out a mittimus, and so to jail with him till

next 'size." " But, sir," answered the impeacher,
" this is a case that admits of no delay ; the person
I have apprehended is a prisoner of consequence to
the state." " How, fellor !

" cried the magistrate,
interrupting him, " is there any person of more con-
sequence than one of his Majesty's justices of the
peace, who is besides a considerable member of the
landed interest ! D'ye know, sirrah, who you are
talking to ? If you don't go about your business, I
believe I shall lay you by the heels."

The smuggler, fearing his prize would escape
through the ignorance, pride, and obstinacy of this

country justice, approached his worship, and in a
whisper which was overheard by all the company,
assured him he had indubitable reason to believe
the foreigner was no other than the pretenders
eldest son. At mention of this formidable name,

L L 2
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every individual of tbe audience started, -with signs

of terror and amazement. The justice dropped

his pipe, recoiled upon his chair, and, looking most

ridiculously aghast, exclaimed, " Seize him, in the

name of God and his majesty King George ! Has
he got no secret arms about him !

"

Fathom being thus informed of the suspicion

under which he stood, could not help smiling at the

eagerness with which the spectators flew upon him,

and suffered himself to be searched with great

composure, well knowing they would find no

moveables about his person, but such as upon ex-

amination would turn to his account ; he therefore

very calmly presented to the magistrate his purse,

and a small box that contained his jewels, and in

the French language desired they might be pre-

served from the hands of the mob. This request

was interpreted by the accuser, who, at the same

time, laid claim to the booty. The justice took

charge of the deposit, and one of his neighbours

having undertaken the office of clerk, he proceeded

to the examination of the culprit, whose papers

were by this time laid on the table before him.
" Stranger," said he, " you stand charged with

being son of the pretender to these realms, what

have you to say in your own defence ? " Our hero

assured him, in the French language, that he was

lalsely impeached, and demanded justice on the

accuser, who, without the least reason, had made
such a malicious attack upon the life and honour of

an innocent gentleman.

The smuggler, instead of acting the part of a

faithful interpreter, told his worship, that the pri-

i
soner's answer was no more than a simple denial,

which every felon would make who had nothing

else to plead in his own behalf, and that this alone

was a strong presumption of his guilt, because, if

lie was not really the person they suspected him to

be, the thing would speak for itself, for, if he was

not the young pretender, who then was he ? This

argument had great weight with the justice, who,

assuming a very important aspect, observed, " Very

true, friend, if you are not the pretender, in the

name of God, who are you? one may see with half

an eye that he is no better than a promiscuous

fellow."

Ferdinand now began to repent of having pre-

tended ignorance of the English language, as he

found himself at the mercy of a rascal, who put a

false gloss upon all his words, and addressed him-

self to the audience successively in French, High

Dutch, Italian, and Hungarian Latin, desiring to

know if any person present understood any of these

tongues, that his answers might be honestly ex-

plained to the bench. But he might have accosted

them in Chinese with the same success : there was

not one person present tolerably versed in his

mother-tongue, much less acquainted with any

foreign language, except the wine-merchant, who,

incensed at this appeal, which he considered as an

affront to his integrity, gave the judge to understand,

that the delinquent, instead of speaking to the pur-

pose, contumaciously insulted his authority in

sundry foreign lingos, which he apprehended was

an additional proof of his being the chevalier's son,

inasmuch as no person would take the pains to learn

such a variety of gibberish, except with some

sinister intent.

This annotation was not lost upon the squire, who
was too jealous of the honour of his office to overlook

such aflagrant instance of contempt. His eyes glist-

ened, his cheeks were inflated with rage. " The case

is plain," said he ;
" having nothing of signification

to offer in his own favour, he grows refractory,

and abuses the court in his base Roman Catholic

jargon ; but I'll let you know, for all you pretend
to be a prince, you are no better than an outlawed
vagrant, and I'll show you what a thing you are

when you come in composition with an English

justice, like me, who have more than once extin-

guished myself in the service of my country. As
nothing else accrues, your purse, black box, and
papers shall be sealed up before witnesses, and sent

by express to one of his majesty's secretaries of

state ; and, as for yourself, I will apply to the mili-

tary at Canterbury, for a guard to conduct you to

London."
This was a very unwelcome declaration to our

adventurer, who was on the point of haranguing the

justice and spectators in their own language, when
he was relieved from the necessity of taking that

step by the interposition of a young nobleman just

arrived at the inn, who, being informed of this

strange examination, entered the court, and, at first

sight of the prisoner, assured the justice he was
imposed upon ; for that he himself had often seen

the young pretender in Paris, and that there was
no kind of resemblance between that adventurer

and the person now before him. The accuser was
not a little mortified at his lordship's affirmation,

which met with all due regard from the bench,

though the magistrate took notice, that, granting

the prisoner was not the young chevalier himself,

it was highly probable he was an emissary of that

house, as he could give no satisfactory account of

himself, and was possessed of things of such value

as no honest man could expose to the accidents of

the road.

Fathom, having thus found an interpreter, who
signified to him, in the French tongue, the doubts of

the justice, told his lordship, that he was a gentle-

man of a noble house in Germany, who, for certain

reasons, had come abroad incognito, with a view to

see the world ; and that, although the letters they

had seized would prove the truth of that assertion,

he should be loth to expose his private concerns

to the knowledge of strangers, if he could possibly

be released without that mortification. The young
nobleman explained his desire to the court ; but,

his own curiosity being interested, observed, at the

same time, that the justice could not be said to have

discharged the duties of his station, until he should

have examined every circumstance relating to the

prisoner. Upon which remonstrance, he was re-

quested by the bench to peruse the papers, and

accordingly communicated the substance of one

letter to this effect.

My dear sok,—Though I am far from approving the rash

step you have taken in withdrawing yourself from your

father's house, in order to avoid an engagement which would

have heen equally honourable and advantageous to your

family, I cannot so far suppress my affection, as to bear the

thought of your undergoing those hardships which, for your

disobedience, you deserve to sutler. I have therefore, with-

out the knowlege of your father, sent the bearer to attend

you in your peregrinations ; his fidelity you know hath been

tried in a long course of service, and 1 have entrusted to his

care, for your use, a purse of two hundred ducats, and a box

of jewels to the value of twice that sum, which, though not

sufficient to support an equipage suitable to your birth, w ill,

at least for some time, preserve vou from the importunities of

want. When you are dutiful enough to explain your designs

and situation, you may expect further indulgence from your

tender and disconsolate mother,-— k" Countess of Fathom.
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This letter, which, as well as the others, our hero
pad forged for the purpose, effectually answered his
intent, in throwing dust in the eyes and under-
standing of the spectators, who now regarded the
prisoner with looks of respectful remorse, as a man
of quality who had been falsely accused. His
lordship, to make a parade of his own politeness
and importance, assured the bench, he was no
stranger to the family of the Fathoms, and, with a
compliment, gave Ferdinand to understand he had
formerly seen him at Versailles. There being no
longer room for suspicion, the justice ordered our
adventurer to beset at liberty, and even invited him
to be seated, with an apology for the rude manner
in which he had been treated, owing to the misin-
formation of the accuser, who was threatened with
the stocks, for his malice and presumption,
But this was not the only triumph our hero ob-

tained over the wine-merchant. Maurice was no
sooner unfettered, than, advancing into the middle
of the room, " My lord," said he, addressing him-
self in French to his master's deliverer, " since you
have been so generous as to protect a noble stranger
from the danger of such a false accusation, I hope
you will still lay an additional obligation upon the
count, by retorting the vengeance of the law upon
his perfidious accuser, whom I know to be a trader
in those articles of merchandise which are prohibited
by the ordinances of this nation. I have seen him
lately at Boulogne, and am perfectly well acquainted
with some persons who have supplied him with
French lace and embroidery; and, as a proof of
what I allege, I desire you will order him and this
barber, who is his understrapper, to be examined
on the spot."

This charge, which was immediately explained
to the bench, yielded extraordinary satisfaction to
the spectators, one of whom, being an officer of the
customs, forthwith began to exercise his function
upon the unlucky peruquier, who being stripped of
his upper garments, and even of his shirt, appeared
like the mummy of an Egyptian king, most curi-
ously rolled up in bandages of rich figured gold
shalloon, that covered the skirts of four embroi-
dered waistcoats. The merchant, seeing his ex-
pectation so unhappily reversed, made an effort to
retire with a most rueful aspect, but was prevented
by the officer, who demanded the interposition of
the civil power, that he might undergo the same
examination to which the other had been subjected.
He was accordingly rifled without loss of time, and
the inquiry proved well worth the care of him who
made it ; for a considerable booty of the same sort
of merchandise was found in his boots, breeches,
hat, and between the buckram and lining of his
surtout. Yet, not contented with this prize, the ex-
perienced spoiler proceeded to search his baggage,
and, perceiving a false bottom in his portmanteau,
detected beneath it a valuable accession to the
plunder he had already obtained.

CHAPTER XXX.
The singular manner of Fathom's Attack and Triumph over

the Virtue of the fair Elenor.

Proper cognizance being thus taken of these con-
traband effects, and the informer furnished with a
certificate, by which he was entitled to a share of
the seizure, the coachman summoned his pas-
sengers to the carriage; the purse and jewels
were restored to Count Fathom, who thanked the

5.7

justice, and his lordship in particular, for the
candour and hospitality with which he had been
treated, and resumed his place in the vehicle, amidst
the congratulations of all his fellow-travellers, excep'
the two forlorn smugglers, who, instead of re-em-
barking in the coach, thought proper to remain at
the inn, with view to mitigate, if possible, the seve-
rity of their misfortune.

Among those who felicitated Fathom upon the
issue of this adventure, the young maiden seemed to
express the most sensible pleasure at that event.
The artful language of his eyes had raised in her
breast certain fluttering emotions, before she knew
the value of her conquest ; but now that his rank
and condition were discovered, these transports
were increased by the ideas of vanity and ambition,
which are mingled with the first seeds of every
female constitution. The belief of having captivated
the heart of a man who could raise her to the rank
and dignity of a countess, produced such agreeable
sensations in her fancy, that her eyes shone with
unusual lustre, and a continual smile played in
dimples on her rosy cheeks ; so that her attractions,
though not powerful enough to engage the affec-
tion, were yet sufficient to inflame the desire of our
adventurer, who very honestly marked her chastity
for prey to his voluptuous passion. Had she been
well seasoned with knowledge and experience, and
completely armed with caution against the artifice
and villany of man, her virtue might not have been
able to withstand the engines of such an assailant,
considering the dangerous opportunities to which
she was necessarily exposed. How easy then must
his victory have been over an innocent unsuspect-
ing country damsel, flushed with the warmth of
youth, and an utter stranger to the ways of life.

While Obadiah, therefore, and his plump com-
panion, were engaged in conversation, on the
strange incidents which had passed, Fathom acted
a very expressive pantomime with this fair buxom
nymph, who comprehended his meaning with sur-
prising facility, and was at so little pains to conceal
the pleasure she took in this kind of intercourse,
that several warm squeezes were interchanged be-
tween her and her lover, before they arrived at
Rochester, where they proposed to dine. It was
during this period, he learned from the answers
she made to the inquisitive quaker, that her sole
dependence was upon a relation, to whom she had a
letter, and that she was a perfect stranger in the
great city

; circumstances on which he soon formed
the project of her ruin.

^
Upon their arrival at the Black Bull, he for the

first time found himself alone with his Amanda,
whose name was Elenor, their fellow-travellers
being elsewhere employed about their own con-
cerns

; and, unwilling to lose the precious oppor-
tunity, he began to act the part of a very impor-
tunate lover, which he conceived to be a proper
sequel to the prelude which had been performed in
the coach. The freedoms which she, out of pure
simplicity and good humour, permitted him to take
with her hand, and even her rosy lips, encouraged
him to practise other familiarities upon her fair
bosom, which scandalized her virue so much, that,
in spite of the passion she had begun to indulge in
his behalf, she rejected his advances with all the
marks of anger and disdain; and he found it
necessary to appease the storm he had raised, by
the most respectful and submissive demeanour";
resolving to change his operations, and carry on
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his attacks, so as to make her yield at discretion,

without alarming her religion or pride. Accord-

ingly, -when the bill was called after dinner, he

took particular notice of her behaviour, and, per-

ceiving her pull out a large leathern purse that

contained her money, reconnoitred the pocket in

which it was deposited, and, while they sat close to

each other in the carriage, conveyed it with ad-

mirable dexterity into an hole in the cushion.

Whether the corpulent couple, who sat opposite to

these lovers, had entered into an amorous engage-

ment at the inn, or were severally induced by other

motives, is uncertain ; but sure it is, both left the

coach on that part of the road which lies nearest

to Gravesend, and bade adieu to the other pair, on

pretence of having urgent business at that place.

Ferdinand, not a little pleased at their departure,

renewed his most pathetic expressions of love, and

sung several French songs on that tender subject,

w hich seemed to thrill to the soul of his beauteous

Helen. While the driver halted at Hartford to

water his horses, she was smit with the appearance

of some cheesecakes, which were presented by the

landlady of the house, and having bargained for

two or three, put her hand in her pocket, in order

to pay for her purchase ; but what was her asto-

nishment, when, after having rummaged her equi-

page, she understood her whole fortune was lost

!

This mishap was, by a loud shriek, announced to

our hero, who affected infinite amazement and

concern ; and no sooner learned the cause of her

affliction, than he presented her with his own purse,

from which he, in emphatic dumb show, begged

she would indemnify herself for the damage she

had sustained. Although this kind proffer was

some alleviation of her misfortunes, she did not fail

to pour forth a most piteous lamentation, importing

that she had not only lost all her money, amounting

to five pounds, but also her letter of recommenda-
tion, upon which she had altogether relied for pre-

sent employment.
The vehicle was minutely searched from top to

bottom, by herself and our adventurer, assisted by
Maurice and the coachman, who, finding their

inquiry ineffectual, did not scruple to declare his

suspicion of the two fat turtles who had deserted

the coach in such an abrupt manner. In a word,

he rendered this conjecture so plausible, by wrest-

ing the circumstances of their behaviour and retreat,

that poor Elenor implicitly believed they were the

thieves by whom she had suffered ; and was pre-

vailed upon to accept the proffered assistance of the

generous Count, who, seeing her very much dis-

ordered by this mischance, insisted upon her

drinking a large glass of Canary, to quiet the

perturbation of her spirits. This is a season, which
of all others is most propitious to the attempts of

an artful lover; and justifies the metaphorical

maxim of fishing in troubled waters. There is an

affinity and short transition betwixt all the violent

passions that agitate the human mind. They are

all false perspectives, which, though they magnify,

yet perplex and render indistinct every object

which they represent. Aud flattery is never so

successfully administered, as to those who know
they stand in need of friendship, assent, and appro-

bation.

The cordial she swallowed, far from calming,

increased the disturbance of her thoughts, and
produced an intoxication

;
during which, she talked

in an incoherent strain, laughed and wept by turns,

and acted other extravagancies, which are known
to be symptoms of the hysterical affection. Fathom,
though an utter stranger to the sentiments of ho-

nour, pity, and remorse, would not perpetrate his

vicious purpose, though favoured by the delirium

his villany had entailed upon this unfortunate young
maiden ; because his appetite demanded a more
perfect sacrifice than that which she could yield in

her present deplorable situation, when her will

must have been altogether unconcerned in his

success. Determined, therefore, to make a con-

quest of her virtue, before he would take posses-

sion of her person, he mimicked that compassion

and benevolence which his heart had never felt,

and when the coach arrived at London, not only

discharged what she owed for her place, but like-

wise procured for her an apartment in the house

to which he himself had been directed for lodgings,

and even hired a nurse to attend her during a
severe fever, which was the consequence of her

disappointment and despondence. Indeed, she was
supplied with all necessaries by the generosity of

this noble Count, who, for the interest of his pas-

sion, and the honour of his name, was resolved to

extend his charity to the last farthing of her own
money, which he had been wise enough to secure

for this purpose.

Her youth soon got the better of her distemper,

and when she understood her obligations to the

Count, who did not fail to attend her in person

with great tenderness, her heart, which had been

before prepossessed in his favour, now glowed with

all the warmth of gratitude, esteem, and affection.

She knew herself in a strange place, destitute of all

resource but in his generosity. She loved his

person, she was dazzled by his rank ; and he knew
so well how to improve the opportunities and ad-

vantages he derived from her unhappy situation,

that he gradually proceeded in sapping from one

degree of intimacy to another, until all the bul-

warks of her chastity were undermined, and she

submitted to his desire ; not with the reluctance of

a vanquished people, but with all the transports of

a joyful city, that opens its gates to receive a dar-

ling prince returned from conquest. For by this

time he had artfully concentred and kindled up all

the inflammable ingredients of her constitution

;

and she now looked back upon the virtuous prin-

ciples of her education, as upon a disagreeable and

tedious dream, from which she had waked to the

fruition of never-fading joy.

CHAPTER XXXI.
He by accident encounters his old Friend, with whom he

holds a Conference, and renews a Treaty.

Our hero having thus provided himself with a

proper subject for his hours of dalliance, thought it

was now high time to study the ground which he

had pitched upon for the scene of his exploits, and

with that view made several excursions to different

parts of the town, where there was aught of

entertainment or instruction to be found. Yet he

always, on these occasions, appeared in an obscure

ordinary dress, in order to avoid singularity, and

never went twice to the same coffeehouse, that his

person might not be afterwards known, in case he

should shine forth to the public in a superior sphere.

On his return from one of those expeditions, while he

was passing through Ludgate, his eyes were suddenly

encountered by the apparition of his old friend the
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Tyrolese, who perceivinghiraself fairly caught in the

toil, made a virtue of necessity, and, running up to

our adventurer with an aspect of eagerness and
joy, clasped him in his arms, as some dear friend,

whom he had casually found after a most tedious

and disagreeable separation.

Fathom, whose genius never failed him in such
emergencies, far from receiving these advances
with the threats and reproaches which the other
had deserved at his hands, returned the salute with
equal warmth, and was really overjoyed at meet-
ing with a person who might one way or other
make amends for the perfidy of his former conduct.
The Tyrolese, whose name was Katchcali, pleased
with his reception, proposed they should adjourn
to the next tavern, in which they had no sooner
taken possession of an apartment, than he addressed
himself to his old companion in these words:

—

" Mr. Fathom, by your frank and obliging man-
ner of treating a man who hath done you wrong,
I am more and more confirmed in my opinion of
your sagacit}', which I have often considered with
admiration ; I will not therefore attempt to make
an apology for my conduct at our last parting ; but
only assure you that this meeting may turn out to

our mutual advantage, if we now re-enter into an
unreserved union, the ties of which we will soon
find it our interest and inclination to preserve. For
my own part, as my judgment is ripened by expe-
rience, so are my sentiments changed since our last

association. I have seen many a rich harvest lost,

for want of a fellow-labourer in the vineyard ; and
I have more than once fallen a sacrifice to a com-
bination, which I could have resisted with the help
of one able auxiliary. Indeed, I might prove what
I allege by mathematical demonstration ; and I
believe nobody will pretend to deny, that two heads
are better than one, in all cases that require dis-

cernment and deliberation."

Ferdinand could not help owning the sanity of
his observations, and forthwith acquiesced in his

proposal of the new alliance
; desiring to know the

character in which he acted on the English stage,

and the scheme he would offer for their mutual
emolument. At the same time he resolved within
himself to keep such a strict eye over his future
actions, as would frustrate any design he might
hereafter harbour, of repeating the prank he had
so successfully played upon him, in their journey
from the banks of the Rhine.

" Having quitted you at Bar-le-duc," resumed
the Tyrolese, " I travelled without ceasing, until I

arrived at Frankfort upon the Maine, where I as-

sumed the character of a French chevalier, and
struck some masterly strokes, which you yourself
would not have deemed unworthy of your inven-
tion ; and my success was the more agreeable, as

my operations were chiefly carried on against the
enemies of our religion. But my prosperity was
not of long duration. Seeing they could not foil

me at my own weapons, they formed a damned
conspiracy, by which I not only lost all the fruits

of my industry, but likewise ran the most immi-
nent hazard of my life. I had ordered some of
those jewels which I had borrowed of my good
friend Fathom to be new set in a fashionable taste,

and soon after had an opportunity to sell one of
these, at a great advantage, to one of the fraternity,

who offered an extraordinary price for the stone,
on purpose to effect my ruin. In less than four

il and twenty hours after this bargain, I was arrested

by the officers of justice upon the oath of the pur-
chaser, who undertook to prove me guilty of a
fraud, in selling a Saxon pebble for a real diamond

;

and this accusation was actually true; for the
change had been artfully put upon me by the
jeweller, who was himself engaged in the conspi-
racy.

" Had my conscience been clear of any other
impeachment, perhaps I should have rested my
cause upon the equity and protection of the law

;

but I foresaw that the trial would introduce an in-

quiry, to which I was not at all ambitious of sub-
mitting, and therefore was fain to compromise the
affair, at the price of almost my whole fortune.

Yet this accommodation was not made so secretly,

but that my character was blasted, and my credit
overthrown ; so that I was fain to relinquish my
occasional equipage, and hire myself as journey-
man to a lapidary, an employment which I had ex-
ercised in my youth. In this obscure station, I
laboured with great assiduity, until I made myself
perfect in the knowledge of stones, as well as in
the different methods of setting them off to the
best advantage ; and having, by dint of industry
and address, got possession of a small parcel, set

out for this kingdom, in which I happily arrived _

about four months ago ; and surely England is the
paradise of artists of our profession.

" One would imagine that nature had created
the inhabitants for the support and enjoyment of
adventurers like you and me. Not that these
islanders open the arms of hospitality to all fo-

reigners without distinction. On the contrary,
they inherit from their fathers an unreasonable
prejudice against all nations under the sun ; and
when an Englishman happens to quarrel with a
stranger, the first term of reproach he uses is the
name of his antagonist's country, characterized by
some opprobrious epithet, such as a chattering
Frenchman, an Italian ape, a German hog, and a
beastly Dutchman

; nay, their national preposses-
sion is maintained even against those people with
whom they are united under the same laws and
government ; for nothing is more common than to
hear them exclaim against their fellow-subjects, in

the expressions of a beggarly Scot, and an impu-
dent Irish bog-trotter. Yet this very prejudice
will never fail to turn to the account of every
stranger possessed of ordinary talents ; for he wiil

always find opportunities of conversing with them
in coffee-houses, and places of public resort, in
spite of their professed reserve, which, by the by,
is so extraordinary, that I know some people who
have lived twenty years in the same house without
exchanging one word with their next door neigh-
bours

;
yet, provided he can talk sensibly, and

preserve the deportment of a sober gentleman, in
those occasional conversations, his behaviour will
be the more remarkably pleasing, as it will agree-
ably disappoint the expectation of the person who
had entertained notions to his prejudice. When a
foreigner has once crossed this bar, which per-
petually occurs, he sails without further difficulty
into the harbour of an Englishman's good will ; for
the pique is neither personal nor rancorous, but
rather contemptuous and national ; so that, while
he despises a people in the lump, an individual of
that very community may be one of his chief fa-
vourites.

" The English are in general upright and honest,
therefore unsuspecting and credulous. They are
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too much engrossed with their own business to pry

into the conduct of their neighbours, and too in-

different, in point of disposition, to interest them-

selves in what they conceive to be foreign to their

own concerns. They are wealthy and mercantile,

of consequence liberal and adventurous, and so

well disposed to take a man's own word for his im-

portance, that they suffer themselves to be preyed

upon by such a bungling set of impostors, as would

starve for lack of address in any other country

under the sun. This being a true sketch of the

British character, so far as I have been able to ob-

serve and learn, you will easily comprehend the

profits that mav be extracted from it, by virtue of

those arts by which you so eminently excel
\

the

great, the unbounded prospect, lies before vie ! In-

deed, I look upon this opulent kingdom as a wide

and fertile common, on which we adventurers may

rano-e for prey, without let or molestation. For so

jealous are the natives of their liberties, that they

will not bear the restraint of necessary police, and

an able artist mav enrich himself with their spoils,

-without running any risk of attracting the notice of

the magistrate, or incurring the least penalty of the

law.
,

" In a word, this metropolis is a vast masquerade,

in which a man of stratagem may wear a thousand

different disguises, without danger of detection.

There is a variety of shapes in which we the knights

of industry make our appearance in London. One

glides into a nobleman's house in the capacity of a

valet de chambre, and in a few months leads the

whole family bv the nose. Another exhibits him-

self to the public, as an empiric or operator for the

teeth ; and bv dint of assurance and affidavits, bear-

ino- testimonv to wonderful cures that never were

performed, whirls himself into his chariot, and lays

the town under contribution. A third professes

the composition of music, as well as the perform-

ance, and by means of a few capriciosos on the

violin, properlv introduced, wriggles himself into

the management of private and public concerts.

And a fourth breaks forth at once in all the splen-

dour of a gay equipage, under the title and deno-

mination of a foreign count. Not to mention those

inferior projectors, who assume the characters of

dancers, fencing-masters, and French ushers, or,

by renouncing their religion, seek to obtain a pro-

vision for life.

" Either of these parts will turn to the account

of an able actor ; and, as you are equally qualified

for all, you may choose that which is most suitable

to yo.i'r'own inclination. Though, in my opinion,

vou was designed by nature to shine in the great

world, which, after all, is the most ample field for

men of genius ; because the game is deeper, and

people of fashion being, for the most part, more

ignorant, indolent, vain, and capricious, than their

inferiors, are of consequence more easily deceived ;

besides, their morals sit generally so loose about

them, that, when a gentleman of our fraternity is

discovered in the exercise of his profession, their

contempt of his skill is the only disgrace he

incurs."

Our hero was so well pleased with this picture,

that he longed to peruse the original, and, before

these two friends parted, they settled all the opera-

tions of the campaign. Ratchcali,that same evening,

hired magnificent lodgings for Count Fathom, in

the court end of the town, and furnished his ward-

robe and liveries from the spoils of Monmouth

Street ; he likewise enlisted another footman and

valet-de-chambre into his service, and sent to the

apartments divers large trunks, supposed to be

filled with the baggage of this foreign nobleman,

though, in reality, they contained little else than

common lumber.

Next day, our adventurer took possession of his

new habitation, after having left to his friend and

associate the task of dismissing the unfortunate

Elenor, who was so shocked at the unexpected

message, that she fainted away ; and when she re-

covered the use of her senses so well as to reflect

upon her forlorn condition, she was seized with the

most violent transports of grief and dismay, by

which her brain was disordered to such a degree,

that she grew furious and distracted, and was, by

the advice and assistance of the Tyrolese, con-

veyed into the hospital of Bethlem ; where we shall

leave her for the present, happily bereft of her

reason.

CHAPTER XXXII.

He appears in the great World with universal Applause and

Admiration.

Meaxwhile, Fathom and his engine were busied

in completing his equipage, so that in a few days

he had procured a very gay chariot, adorned with

painting, gilding, and a coat of arms, according to

his own fancy and direction. The first use he made

of this vehicle was that of visiting the young noble-

man from whom he had received such important

civilities on the road, in consequence of an invita-

tion at parting, by which he learned his title and

the place of his abode in London.

His lordship was not only pleased, but proud to

see such a stranger at his gate, and entertained him

with excess of complaisance and hospitality ; inso-

much, that, by his means, our hero soon became

acquainted with the whole circle of polite company,

by whom he was caressed for his insinuating man-

ners and agreeable conversation. He had thought

proper to tell the nobleman, at their first interview

in town, that his reasons for concealing his know-

ledge of the English tongue were now removed,

and that he would no longer deny himself the

pleasure of speaking a language which had been

always music to his ear. He had also thanked his

lordship for his generous interposition at the inn,

which was an instance of that generosity and true

politeness which are engrossed by the English

people, who leave nought to other nations but the

mere shadow of these v'jtues.

A testimony like this, from the mouth of such a

noble stranger, won the heart of the peer, who

professed a friendship for him on the spot, and

undertook to see justice done to his lacquey, who

in a short time was gratified with a share of the

seizure which had been made upon his information,

amounting to fifty or sixty pounds.

Ferdinand put not forth the whole strength of

his accomplishments at once, but contrived to spring

a new mine of qualification every day, to the sur-

prise and admiration of all his acquaintance. He

was gifted with a sort of elocution, much more

specious than solid, and spoke on every subject

that occurred in conversation with that familiarity

and ease, which, one would think, could only be

acquired by long study and application. This

plausibility and confidence are faculties really

inheritai "from nature, and effectually serve the
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possessor, in lieu of that learning which is not to be
obtained without infinite toil and perseverance.
The most superficial tincture of the arts and
sciences in such a juggler, is sufficient to dazzle the
understanding of half mankind

; and, if managed
with circumspection, will enable him even to spend
his life among the literati, without once forfeiting
the character of a connoisseur.
Our hero was perfectly master of this legerde-

main, which he carried to such a pitch of assurance,
as to declare, in the midst of a mathematical as-
sembly, that he intended to gratify the public with
a full confutation of Sir Isaac Newton's philosophy,
to the nature of which he was as much a stranger
as the most savage Hottentot in Africa. His pre-
tensions to profound and universal knowledge were
supported not only by this kind of presumption, but
also by the facility with which he spoke so many
different languages, and the shrewd remarks he had
made in the course of his travels and observation.
Among politicians, he settled the balance of power

upon a certain footing, by dint of ingenious schemes,
which he had contrived for the welfare of Europe.
With officers, he reformed the art of war, with im-
provements which had occurred to his reflection
while he was engaged in a military life. He some-
times held forth upon painting, like a member of
the Dillettanti club. The theory of music was a
theme upon which he seemed to expatiate with
particular pleasure. In the provinces of love and
gallantry, he was a perfect Oroondates. He pos-
sessed a most agreeable manner of telling enter-
taining stories, of which he had a large collection

;

he sung with great melody and taste, and played
upon the violin with surprising execution. To these
qualifications let us add his affability and pliant
disposition, and then the reader will not wonder that
he was looked upon as the pattern of human per-
fection, and his acquaintance courted accordingly.

While he thus captivated the favour and affection
of the English nobility, he did not neglect to take
other measures in behalf of the partnership to which
he had subscribed. The adventure with the two
squires at Paris had weakened his appetite for play,
which was not at all restored by the observations'
he had made in London, where the art of gamin"
is reduced into a regular system, and its professors
so laudably devoted to the discharge of their func-
tions, as to observe the most temperate regimen,
lest their invention should be impaired by the
fatigue of watching or exercise, and their ideas
disturbed by the fumes of indigestion. No Indian
Brachman could live more abstemious than two of
the pack, who hunted in couple, and kennelled in
the upper apartments of the hotel in which our
adventurer lived. They abstained from animal food
with the abhorrence of Pythagoreans, their drink
was the pure simple element, they were vomited
once a week, took physic or a glyster every third
day, spent the forenoon in algebraical calculations,
and slept from four o'clock till midnight, that they
might then take the field with that cool serenitv
which is the effect of refreshment and repose.
These were terms upon which our hero would

not risk his fortune ; he was too much addicted to
pleasure to forego every other enjovment but that
of amassing

; and did not so much depend upon
his dexterity in play as upon his talent of insinua-
tion, which, by this time, had succeeded so far
beyond his expectation, that he began to indulge
the hope of enslaving the heart of some rich heiress,

whose fortune woidd at once raise him above all
dependence. Indeed no man ever set out with a
fairer prospect on such an expedition ; for he had
found means to render himself so agreeable to the
fair sex, that, like the boxes of the playhouse,
during the representation of a new performance,
his company was often bespoke for a series of
weeks

; and no lady, whether widow, wife, or
maiden, ever mentioned his name, without some
epithet of esteem or affection ; such as the dear
Count! the charming Man! the Nonpareil, or the
Angel t

While he thus shone in the zenith of admiration,
it is not to be doubted, that he could have melted
some wealthy dowager or opulent ward

; but, being
an enemy to all precipitate engagements, he re-
solved to act with great care and deliberation in an
affair of such importance, especially as he did not
find himself hurried by the importunities of want

;

for, since his arrival in England, he had rather
increased than exhausted his finances, by methods
equally certain and secure. In a word, he, with the
assistance of Eatchcali, carried on a traffic, which
yielded great profits, without subjecting the trader
to the least loss or inconvenience. Fathom, for
example, wore upon his finger a large brilliant,
which he played to such advantage one night, at a
certain nobleman's house, where he was prevailed
upon to entertain the company with a solo on the
violin, that every body present took notice of its

uncommon lustre, and it was handed about for the
perusal of every individual. The water and the
workmanship were universally admired ; and one
among the rest having expressed a desire of know-
ing the value of such a jewel, the Count seized that
opportunity of entertaining them with a learned
disquisition into the nature of stones ; this intro-
duced the history of the diamond in question, which
he said had been purchased of an Indian trader of
Fort St. George, at an under price ; so that the
present proprietor could afford to sell it at a very
reasonable rate ; and concluded with telling the
company, that, for his own part, he had been im-
portuned to wear it by the jeweller, who imagined
it would have a better chance for attracting a pur-
chaser on his finger, than while it remained in his
own custody.

This declaration was no sooner made, than a cer-
tain lady of quality bespoke the refuse of the jewel,
and desired Ferdinand to send the owner next day
to her house, where he accordingly waited upon
her ladyship with the ring, for which he received
one hundred and fifty guineas, two thirds of the
sum being clear gain, and equally divided be-
twixt the associates. Nor was this bargain such as
reflected dishonour upon the lady's taste, or could
be productive of ill consequences to the merchant

;

for the method of estimating diamonds is altogether
arbitrary; and Ratchcali, who was an exquisite
lapidary, had set it in such a manner as would have
imposed upon any ordinary jeweller. By these
means of introduction, the Tyrolese soon monopo-
lized the custom of a great manv noble families,
upon which he levied large contributions, without
incurring the least suspicion of deceit. He every
day, out of pure esteem and gratitude for the ho-
nour of their commands, entertained them with the
sight of some new trinket, which he was never
permitted to carry home unsold ; and from the pro-
fits of each job, a tax was raised for the benefit of
our adventurer.
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Yet his indultos were not confined to the article (

of jewels, which constituted only one part of his :

revenue. By the industry of his understrapper, he 1

procured a number of old crazy fiddles, which were
]

thrown aside as lumber ;
upon which he counter- 1

feited the Cremona mark, and otherwise cooked 1

them up with great dexterity; so that, when he 1

had occasion to regale the lovers of music, he would •

send for one of these vamped instruments, and ex- I

tract from it such tones as quite ravished the hearers ;
:

among whom there was always some conceited pre- 1

tender, who spoke in raptures of the violin, and J

gave our hero an opportunity of launching out in
j

its praise, and declaring it was the best Cremona he 1

had ever touched. This encomium never failed to i

inflame the desires of the audience, to some one of

whom he was generous enough to part with it at .

prime cost—that is, for twenty or thirty guineas

clear profit; for he was often able to oblige his

friends in this manner, because, being an eminent

connoisseur, his countenance was solicited by all

the musicians, who wanted to dispose of such move-

ables.

Nor did he neglect the other resources of a skil-

ful virtuoso. Every auction afforded some picture,

in which, though it had been overlooked by the

ignorance of the times, he recognized the style of a

great master, and made a merit of recommending

it to some noble friend. This commerce he like-

wise extended to medals, bronzes, busts, intaglios,

and old China, and kept divers artificers continually

employed in making antiques for the English no-

bility. Thus he went on with such rapidity of

success in all his endeavours, that he himself was

astonished at the infatuation he had produced.

Nothing was so wretched among the productions

of art, that he could not impose upon the world as

a capital performance ; and so fascinated were the

eyes of his admirers, he could easily have persuaded

them that a barber's bason was an Etrurian Patera,

and the cover of a copper pot no other than the

shield of Ancus Martins. In short, it was become

so fashionable to consult the Count in every thing

relating to taste and politeness, that not a plan was

drawn, not even a house furnished, without his ad-

vice and approbation ;
nay, to such a degree did his

reputation in these matters excel, that a particular

pattern of paper-hangings was known by the name
of Fathom j and his hall was every morning crowded

with upholsterers, and other tradesmen, who came,

by order of their employers, to learn his choice,

and take his directions.

The character and influence he thus acquired, he

took care to maintain with the utmost assiduity and

circumspection. He never failed to appear the

chief personage at all public diversions and. private

assemblies, not only in conversation and dress, but

also in the article of dancing, in which he outstrip-

ped ail his fellows, as far as in every other genteel

accomplishment.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

He attracts the Envy and iil Offices of the minor Knights of

his own Order, over whom he obtains a complete Victory.

Such a pre-eminence could not be enjoyed without

exciting the" malevolence of envy and detraction, in

the propagation of which none were so industrious

as the brethren of his own order, who had, like

him, made a descent upon this island, and could not,

without repining, see the whole harvest in the hands

of one man, who, with equal art and discretion,

avoided all intercourse with their society. In vain

they strove to discover his pedigree, and detect the

particular circumstances of his life and conversa-

tion ; all their inquiries were baffled by the obscu-

rity of his origin, and that solitary scheme which

he'had adopted in the beginning of his career. The
whole fruit of their investigation amounted to no

more than a certainty that there was no family of

any consideration in Europe known by the deno-

mination of Fathom ; and this discovery they did

not fail to divulge for the benefit of our adven-

turer, who had by this time taken such firm root

in the favour of the great, as to set all those little

arts at defiance ; and when the report reached his

ear, actually made his friends merry with the con-

jectures which had been circulated at his expense.

His adversaries, finding themselves disappointed

in this effort, held a consultation to devise other

measures against him, and came to a resolution of

ending him by the sword, or rather of expelling

him from the kingdom by the fear of death, which

they hoped he had not courage enough to resist,

because his deportment had been always remark-

ably mild and pacific. It was upon this supposition

that they left to the determination of the dice the

choice of the person who should execute their plan

;

and the lot falling upon a Swiss, who, from the

station of a foot soldier in the Dutch service, out of

which he had been drummed for theft, had erected

himself into the rank of a self-created chevalier

;

this hero fortified himself with a double dose of

brandy, and betook himself to a certain noted coffee-

house, with an intent to affront Count Fathom in

public.

He was lucky enough to find our adventurer sit-

ting at a table in conversation with some persons of

the first rank ;
upon which he seated himself in the

next box, and after having intruded himself into

their discourse, which happened to turn upon the

politics of some German courts, " Count," said he

to Ferdinand, in a very abrupt and disagreeable

manner of address, " I "was last night in company

with some gentlemen, among whom a dispute hap-

pened about the place of your nativity ;
pray, what

country are you of?" " Sir," answered the other,

with great politeness, " I at present have the ho-

nour to be of England." " Oho !" replied the che-

valier, " I ask your pardon, that is to say, you are

incog ; some people may find it convenient to keep

themselves in that situation." " True," said the

Count, " but some people are too well known to

enjoy that privilege." The Swiss being a little

disconcerted at this repartee, which extracted a

smile from the audience, after some pause, observed,

that persons of a certain class had good reason to

drop the remembrance of what they have been ;

but a good citizen will not forget his country, or

former condition. " And a bad citizen," said Fa-

thom, " cannot, if he would, provided he has met

with his deserts ; a sharper may as well forget the

shape of a die, or a discarded soldier the sound of

a drum."
As the chevalier's character and story were not

unknown, this application raised an universal laugh

at his expense, which provoked him to such a

degree, that, starting up, he swore Fathom could

not have mentioned any object in nature that he

himself resembled so much as a drum, which was

exactly tvpified by his emptiness and sound, with

this difference, however, that a drum was never
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noisy till beaten, whereas the Count would never
be quiet, until he should have undergone the same
discipline. So saying, he laid his hand upon his
sword with a menacing look, and walked out as if
in expectation of being followed by our adventurer,
who suffered himself to be detained by the company'
and very calmly took notice, that his antagonist
would not be ill pleased at their interposition.
Perhaps he would not have comported himself
with such ease and deliberation, had not he made
such remarks upon the disposition of the chevalier,
as convinced him of his own safety. He had per-
ceived a perplexity and perturbation in the coun-
tenance of the Swiss, when he first entered the
coffee-room

; his blunt and precipitate way of ac
costing him, seemed to denote confusion and com'
pulsion

; and, in the midst of his ferocity, this
accurate observer discerned the trepidation of fear.
By the help of these signs, his sagacity soon com-
prehended the nature of his schemes, and prepared
accordingly for a formal defiance.

His conjecture was verified next morning by a
visit from the chevalier, who taking it for granted
that Fathom would not face an adversary in the
field, because he had not followed him to the
coffee-house, went to his lodgings with great con-
fidence, and demanded to see the Count upon an
affair that would admit of no delay. Maurice,
according to his instructions, told him that his
master was gone out, but desired he would have the
goodness to repose himself in the parlour, till the
Count's return, which he expected every moment.
Ferdinand, who had taken post in a proper place
for observation, seeing his antagonist fairly ad-
mitted, took the same road, and appearing before
him, wrapped up in a long Spanish cloak, desired
to know what had procured him the honour of such
an early visit. The Swiss, raising his voice to
conceal his agitation, explained his errand, in
demanding reparation for the injury his honour
had sustained the preceding day, in that odious
allusion to a scandalous report which had been
raised by the malice of his enemies ; and insisted
in a very imperious style, upon his attending him
forthwith to the nursery in Hyde Park. " Have a
little patience," said our adventurer with great
composure, " and I will do myself the pleasure to
wait upon you in a few moments."
With these words, he rang the bell, and calling

for a bason of water, laid aside his cloak, and dis-
played himself in his shirt, with a sword in his
right hand, which was all over besmeared with
recent blood, as if he had just come from the
slaughter of a foe. This phenomenon made such
an impression upon the astonished chevalier, already
discomposed by the resolute behaviour of the
Count, that he became jaundiced with terror and
dismay, and, while his teeth chattered in his head,
told our hero he had hoped, from Ms known
politeness, to have found him ready to acknowledge
an injury which might have been the effect of
anger or misapprehension, in which case the affair
might have been compromised to their mutual
satisfaction, without proceeding to those extremities
which, among men of honour, are always accounted
the last resource. To this representation Ferdinand
answered, that the affair had been of the chevalier's
own seeking, inasmuch as he had intruded himself
into his company, and treated him with the most
insolent and unprovoked abuse, which plainly
flowed from a premeditated design against his
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honour and reputation
; he, therefore, far from

being disposed to own himself in the wrong, would
not even accept of a public acknowledgment from
him, the aggressor, whom he looked upon as an
infamous sharper, and was resolved to chastise
accordingly.

Here the conversation was interrupted by the
arrival of a person who was brought to the door in
a chair, and conducted into another apartment, from
which a message was brought to the Count, im-
porting, that the stranger desired to speak with him
upon business of the last importance. Fathom
having chid the servant for admitting people without
his order, desired the Swiss to excuse him for a
minute longer, and went into the next room, from
whence the following dialogue was overheard by
this challenger :—" Count," said the stranger, " you
are not ignorant of my pretensions to the heart of
that young lady, at whose house I met you yester-
day; therefore you cannot be surprised when I
declare myself displeased with your visits and
behaviour to my mistress, and demand that you
will instantly promise to drop the correspondence."
" Else what follows ?" answered Ferdinand, with a
cool and temperate voice. " My resentment and
immediate defiance," replied the other: "for the
only alternative I propose is, to forego your design
upon that lady, or to decide our pretensions by the
sword."

Our hero, having expressed a regard for this
visitant as the son of a gentleman whom he ho-
noured, was at the pains to represent the unreason-
ableness of his demand, and the folly of his
presumption

; and earnestly exhorted him to put
the issue of his cause upon a more safe and equitable
footing. But this admonition, instead of appeasing
the wrath, seemed to inflame the resentment of the
opponent, who swore he would not leave him until
he should have accomplished the purport of his
errand. In vain our adventurer requested half an
hour for the despatch of some urgent business, in
which he was engaged with a gentleman in the
other parlour. This impetuous rival rejected all
the terms he could propose, and even challenged
him to decide the controversy upon the spot ; an
expedient to which the other having assented with
reluctance, the door was secured, the swords un-
sheathed, and a hot engagement ensued, to the
inexpressible pleasure of the Swiss, who did not
doubt that he himself would be screened from all
danger by the event of this rencontre. Neverthe-
less, his hope was disappointed in the defeat of the
stranger, who was quickly disarmed, in consequence
of a wound through the sword-arm

; upon which
occasion Fathom was heard to say, that, in con-
sideration of his youth and family, he had spared
his life

; but he would not act with the same
tenderness towards any other antagonist. He then
bound up the hmb he had disabled, conducted the
vanquished party to his chair, rejoined the chevalier
with a serene countenance, and, asking pardon for
having detained him so long, proposed they should
instantly set out in a hackney-coach for the place
of appointment.
The stratagem thus conducted, had all the success

the inventor could desire. The fear of the Swiss
had risen almost to an ecstasy before the Count
quitted the room ; but after this sham battle, which
had been preconcerted betwixt our adventurer and
his friend llatchcali, the chevalier's terrors were
unspeakable. He considered Fathom as a devil
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incarnate, and went into the coach as a malefactor

bound for Tyburn. He would have gladly com-

pounded for the loss of a leg or arm, and entertained

some transient gleams of hope, that he should

escape for half a dozen flesh-wounds, which he

would have willingly received as the price of his

presumption ; but these hopes were banished by the

remembrance of that dreadful declaration which he

had heard the Count make, afterhaving overcome his

.ast adversary ; and he continued under the power

of the most unsupportable panic, until the carriage

halted at Hyde Park Corner, where he crawled

forth in a most piteous and lamentable condition ; so

that, when they reached the spot, he was scarce

able to stand.

Here he made an effort to speak, and propose an

accommodation upon a new plan, by which he pro-

mised to leave his cause to the arbitrement of those

gentlemen who were present at the rupture, and to

ask pardon of the Count, provided he should be

found guiltv of a trespass upon good manners ;
but

this proposal would not satisfy the implacable

Ferdinand, who, perceiving the agony of the Swiss,

resolved to make the most of the adventure, and

giving him to understand he was not a man to be

Trifled with, desired him to draw without further

preamble. Thus compelled, the unfortunate game-

ster pulled off his coat, and putting himself in a

posture, to use the words of Nym, "winked, and

held out his cold iron."

Our adventurer, far from making a gentle use of

the advantages he possessed, fiercely attacked him,

whde he was incapable of making resistance, and,

aiming at a fleshy part, ran him through the

arm and outside of the shoulder at the very first

pass. The chevalier, already stupified with the

horror of expectation, no sooner felt his adversary's

point in his body than he fell to the ground, and,

concluding he was no longer a man for this world,

began to cross himself with great devotion ;
while

Fathom walked home deliberately, and in his way

sent a couple of chairmen to the assistance of the

wounded knight.

This achievement, which could not be concealed

from the knowledge of the public, not only fur-

nished the character of Fathom with fresh wreaths

of admiration and applause, but likewise effectually

secured him from any future attempts of his

enemies, to whom the Swiss, for his own sake,

had communicated such terrible ideas of his valour,

as overawed the whole community.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

He performs another Exploit, that conveys a true idea of his

Gratitude and Honour.

It was not long after this celebrated victory, that

he was invited to spend part of the summer at the

house of a country gentleman, who lived about

one hundred miles from London, possessed of a

very opulent fortune, the greatest part of which

was expended in acts of old English hospitality.

He had met with our hero by accident at the table

of a certain great man, and was so struck with his

manner and conversation, as to desire his acquain-

tance, and cultivate his friendship ; and he thought

himself extremely happy in having prevailed upon

him to pass a few weeks in his family.

Fathom, among his other observations, perceived

that there was a domestic uneasiness, occasioned

by a very beautiful young creature about the age

of fifteen, who resided in the house under the title

of the gentleman's niece, though she was in reality

his natural daughter, born before his marriage.

This circumstanee was not unknown to his lady,

by whose express approbation he had bestowed

particular attention upon the education of the child,

whom we shall distinguish by the name of Celinda.

Their liberality in this particular had not been

misapplied ; for she not only gave marks of un-

common capacity, but, as she grew up, became

more and more amiable in her person, and was now
returned from the boarding-school, possessed of

every accomplishment that could be acquired by one

of her age and opportunities. These qualifications,

which endeared her to every other person, excited

the jealousy and displeasure of her supposed aunt,

who could iiot bear to see herown children eclipsed

by this illegitimate daughter, whom she therefore

discountenanced upon all occasions, and exposed to

such mortifications as would in all appearance drive

her from her father's house. This persecuting

spirit was very disagreeable to the husband, who
loved Celinda with a truly paternal affection, and

produced abundance of family disquiet ; but being

a man of a peaceable and yielding disposition, he

could not long maintain the resolution he had

taken in her favour, and therefore he ceased oppo-

sing the malevolence of his wife.

In this unfortunate predicament stood the fair

bastard, at the arrival of our adventurer, who,

being allured by her charms, and apprised of her

situation at the same time, took the generous reso-

lution to undermine her innocence, that he might

banquet his vicious appetite with the spoils of her

beauty. Perhaps such a brutal design might not

have entered his imagination, if he had not ob-

served, in the disposition of this hapless maiden,

certain peculiarities from which he derived the

most confident presages of success. Besides a total

want of experience, that left her open and unguarded

against the attacks of the other sex, she discovered

a remarkable spirit of credulity and superstitious

fear, which had been cherished by the conversation

of her school-fellows. She was particularly fond

of music, in which she had made some progress ;

but so delicate was the texture of her nerves, that

one dav, while Fathom entertained the company
with a" favourite air, she actually swooned with

pleasure.

Such sensibility, our projector well knew, must

be diffused through all the passions of her heart

;

he congratulated himself upon the sure ascendency

he had gained over her in this particular; and

forthwith began to execute the plan he had erected

for her destruction. That he might the more ef-

fectually deceive the vigilance of her father's wife,

he threw such a dash of affectation in his com-

plaisance towards Celinda, as could not escape the

notice of that prying matron, though it was not

palpable enough to disoblige the young lady herself,

who could not so well distinguish between over-

strained courtesy and real good breeding. This

behaviour screened him from the suspicion of the

family, who considered it as an effort of politeness,

to cover his indifference anddisgust for the daughter

of his friend, who had by this time given some

reason to believe she looked upon him with the

eyes of affection ; so that the opportunities he en-

joyed of conversing with her in private, were less

liable to intrusion or inquiry. Indeed, from what

I have already observed, touching the sentiments
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of her stepdame, that lady, far from taking mea-
sures for thwarting our hero's design, would have
rejoiced at the execution of it, and, had she been
informed of his intent, might have fallen upon
some method to facilitate the enterprise

; but, as he
solely depended upon his own talents, he never
dreamed of soliciting such an auxiliary.

Under cover of instructing and accomplishing
her in the exercise of music, he could not want
occasions for promoting his aim

; when, after
having soothed her sense of hearing, even to a
degree of ravishment, so as to extort from her an
exclamation, importing, that he was surely some-
thing supernatural ! he never failed to whisper
some insidious compliment or tale of love, exqui-
sitely suited to the emotions of her soul. Thus
was her heart insensibly subdued

; though more
than half his work was still undone

; for, at all
times, she disclosed such purity of sentiment, such
inviolable attachment to religion and virtue, and
seemed so averse to all sorts of inflammatory dis-
course, that he durst not presume upon the footing
he had gained in her affection, to explain the base-
ness of his desire ; he therefore applied to another
of her passions, that proved the bane of her virtue.
This was her timidity, which at first being consti-
tutional, was afterwards increased by the circum-
stances of her education, and now aggravated by
the artful conversation of Fathom, which he che-
quered with dismal stories of omens, portents,
prophecies and apparitions, delivered upon such
unquestionable testimony, and with such marks of
conviction, as captivated the belief of the devoted
Celinda, and filled her imagination with unceasing
terrors.

In vain she strove to dispel those frightful ideas,
and avoid such topics of discourse for the future.
The more she endeavoured to banish them, the
more troublesome they became ; and such was her
infatuation, that as her terrors increased, her thirst
after that sort of knowledge was augmented.
Many sleepless nights did she pass amidst those
horrors of fancy, starting at every noise, and
sweating with dreary apprehension, yet ashamed
to own her fears, or solicit the comfort of a bed-
fellow, lest she should incur the ridicule and censure
of her father's wife ; and what rendered this dis-
position the more irksome, was the solitary situation
of her chamber, that stood at the end of a long
gallery scarce within hearing of any other inhabited
part of the house.

All these circumstances had been duly weighed
by our projector, who, having prepared Celinda for
his purpose, stole at midnight from his apartment,
which was in another story, and approaching her
door, there uttered a piteous groan ; then softly
retired to his bed, in full confidence of seeing next
day the effect of this operation. Nor did his arrow
miss the mark. Poor Celinda's countenance gave
such indications of melancholy and dismay, that
he could not omit asking the cause of her disquiet,
and she, at his earnest request, was prevailed upon
to communicate the dreadful salutation of the pre-
ceding night, which she considered as an omen of
death to some person in the family, in all proba-
bility to herself, as the groan seemed to issue from
one corner of her own apartment. Our adventurer
argued against this supposition, as contradictory to
the common observation of those supernatural
warnings which are not usuallv imparted to the
person who is doomed to die, but to some faithful
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friend, or trusty servant, particularly interested in
the event. He therefore supposed, that the groans
foreboded the death of my lady, who seemed to be
in a drooping state of health, and were, by her
genius, conveyed to the organs of Celinda, who
was the chief sufferer by her jealous and barbarous
dispostion ; he likewise expressed an earnest desire
to be an ear-witness of such solemn communication,
and, alleging that it was highly improper for a
young lady of her delicate feelings to expose her-
self alone to such another dismal visitation, begged
he might be allowed to watch all night in her cham-
ber, in order to defend her from the shocking im-
pressions of fear.

Though no person ever stood more in need of a
companion or guard, and her heart throbbed with
transports of dismay at the prospect of night, she
rejected his proposal with due acknowledgment,
and resolved to trust solely to the protection of
Heaven. Not that she thought her innocence or
reputation could suffer by her compliance with his
request

;
for, hitherto, her heart was a stranger to

those young desires which haunt the fancy, and
warm the breast of youth ; so that, being ignorant
of her danger, she saw not the necessity of avoiding
temptation : but she refused to admit a man into her
bedchamber, merely because it was a step altoge-
ther opposite to the forms and decorum of life.

Nevertheless, far from being discouraged by this
repulse, he knew her fears would multiply and
reduce that reluctance, which, in order to weaken,
he had recourse to another piece of machinery, that
operated powerfully in behalf of his design.
Some years ago, a twelve-stringed instrument

was contrived by a very ingenious musician, by
whom it was aptly entitled the " Harp of ^Eolus,"
because, being properly applied to a stream of air,
it produces a wild irregular variety of harmonious
sounds, that seem to be the effect of enchantment,
and wonderfully dispose the mind for the most
romantic situations. Fathom, who was really a
virtuoso in music, had brought one of those new-
fashioned guitars into the country, and as the effect
of it was still unknown in the family, he that night
converted it to the purposes of his amour, by fixing
it in the casement of a window belonging to the
gallery, exposed to the west wind, which then blew
in a gentle breeze. The strings no sooner felt the
impression of the balmy zephyr, than they began
to pour forth a stream of melody more ravishingly
delightful than the song of Philomel, the warbling
brook, and all the concert of the wood. The sott
and tender notes of peace and love were swelled up
with the most delicate and insensible transition into
a loud hymn of triumph and exultation, joined by
the deep-toned organ, and a full choir of voices,
winch gradually decayed upon the ear, until it died
away in distant sound, as if a flight of angels had
raised the song in their ascent to heaven. Yet the
chords hardly ceased to vibrate after the expiration
of this overture, which ushered in a composition in
the same pathetic style ; and this again was suc-
ceeded by a third, almost without pause or inter-
mission, as if the artist's hand had been indefatigable,
and the theme never to be exhausted.

His heart must be quite callous, and his ear lost
to all distinction, who could hear such harmony
without emotion ; how deeply, then, must it have
affected the delicate Celinda, whose sensations, na-
turally acute, were whetted to a most painful keen-
ness by her apprehension

; who could have no
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previous idea of such entertainment, and -was cre-

dulous enough to believe the most improbable tale

of superstition ! She was overwhelmed with awful

terror, and, never doubting that the sounds were

more than mortal, recommended herself to the care

of Providence in a succession of pious ejaculations.

Our adventurer, having allowed some time for

the effect of this contrivance, repaired to her cham-

ber door, and, in a whisper, conveyed through the

key-hole, asked if she was awake, begged pardon

for such an unseasonable visit, and desired to know

her opinion of the strange music which he then

heard. In spite of her notions of decency, she was

glad of his intrusion, and, being in no condition to

observe punctilios, slipped on a wrapper, opened

the door, and, with a faltering voice, owned herself

frightened almost to distraction. He pretended to

console her with reflections, importing, that she

was in the hands of a benevolent Being, who

would not impose upon his creatures any task which

they could not bear ; he insisted upon her return-

ing to bed. and assured her he would not stir from

her chamber till day. Thus comforted, she betook

herself again to rest, while he sat down in an elbow-

chair at some distance from the bed-side, and, in a

soft voice, began the conversation with her on the

subject of those visitations from above, which,

though undertaken on pretence of dissipating her

fear and anxiety, was, in reality, calculated for the

purpose of augmenting both.

" That sweet air," said he, " seems designed for

soothing the bodily anguish of some saint in his

last moments. Hark ! how it rises into a more

sprightly and elevated strain, as if it were an in-

spiriting invitation to the realms of bliss !
Sure,

he is now absolved from all the misery cf this life !

That full and glorious concert of voices and celes-

tial harps betoken his reception among the hea-

venly choir, who now waft his soul to paradisian

joys ! This is altogether great, solemn, and amaz-

ing ! The clock strikes one, the symphony hath

ceased
!"

This was actually the case ; for he had ordered

Maurice to remove the instrument at that hour, lest

the sound of it should become too familiar, and

excite the curiosity of some undaunted domestic,

who might frustrate his scheme by discovering the

apparatus. As for poor Celinda, her fancy was, by

his music and discourse, worked up to the highest

pitch of enthusiastic terrors ; the whole bed shook

with her trepidation, the awful silence that suc-

ceeded the supernatural music, threw an additional

damp upon her spirits, and the artful Fathom affect-

ing to snore at the same time, she could no longer

contain her horror, but called upon his name with

a fearful accent, and, having owned her present

situation insupportable, entreated him to draw near

her bed-side, that he might be within touch on any

emergencv.
This was a welcome request to our adventurer,

who, asking pardon for his drowsiness, and taking

his station on the side of her bed, exhorted her to

compose herself; then locking her hand fast in his

own, was again seized with such an inclination to

sleep, that he gradually sunk down by her side, and

seemed to enjov his repose in that attitude. Mean-

while, his tender-hearted mistress, that he might

not suffer in his health by his humanity and com-

plaisance, covered him with the counterpane as he

slept, and suffered him to take his rest without in-

terruption, till he thought proper to start up sud-

denly with an exclamation of, " Heaven watch over

us !" and then asked, with symptoms of astonish-

ment, if she had heard nothing. Such an abrupt

address upon such an occasion, did not fail to amaze

and affright the gentle Celinda, who, unable to

speak, sprung towards her treacherous protector

;

and he, catching her in his arms, bade her fear

nothing, for he would, at the expense of his life,

defend her from all danger.

Havins thus, by tampering with her weakness,

conquered the first and chief obstacles to his design,

he, with great art and perseverance, improved the

intercourse to such a degree of intimacy, as could

not but be productive of all the consequences which

he had foreseen. The groans and music were occa-

sionally repeated, so as to alarm the whole family,

and inspire a thousand various conjectures. He
failed not to continue his nocturnal visits and

ghastly discourse, until his attendance became so

necessary to this imhappy maiden, that she durst

not stay in her own chamber without his company,

nor even sleep, except in contact with her betrayer.

Such a commerce between two such persons of a

different sex could not possibly be long carried on,

without degenerating from the Platonic system of

sentimental love. In her paroxysms of dismay, he

did not forget to breathe the soft inspirations of his

passion, to which she listened with more pleasure,

as they diverted the gloomy ideas of her fear
;
and

by this time his extraordinary accomplishments

had made a conquest of her heart. What there-

fore could be a more interesting transition than that

from the most uneasy to the most agreeable sensa-

tion of the human breast.

This being the case, the reader will not wonder

that a consummate traitor, like Fathom, should

triumph over the virtue of an artless, innocent

young creature, whose passions he had entirely

under his command. The gradations towards vice

are almost imperceptible, and an experienced se-

ducer can strew them with such enticing and

agreeable flowers, as will lead the young sinner on

insensibly, even to the most profligate stages of

guilt. AH therefore that can be done by virtue,

unassisted with experience, is to avoid every trial

with such a formidable foe, by declining and dis-

couraging the first advances towards a particular

correspondence with perfidious man, howsoever

agreeable it may seem to be. For here is no

security but in conscious weakness.

Fathom, though possessed of the spoils of poor

Celinda's honour, did not enjoy his success with

tranquillity. Reflection and remorse often invaded

her in the midst of their guilty pleasures, and em-

bittered all those moments they had dedicated to

mutual bliss. For the seeds of virtue are seldom

destroyed at once. Even amidst the rank produc-

tions of vice, thev regerminate to a sort of imperfect

vegetation, like some scattered hyacinths shooting

up^among the weeds of a ruined garden, that testify

the former culture and amenity of the soil. She

sighed at the sad remembrance of that virgin

dignitv which she had lost ; she wept at the prospect

of that disgrace, mortification and misery she should

undergo, when abandoned by this transient lover,

and severely reproached him for the arts he had

used to shipwreck her innocence and peace.

Such expostulations are extremely unseasonable,

when addressed to a man well nigh sated with the

effects of his conquest They act like strong blast*

of wind applied to embers almost extinguished,



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 527

which, instead of reviving the flame, scatter and
destroy every remaining particle of fire. Our ad-
venturer, in the midst of his peculiarities, had in-
constancy in common with the rest of his sex.
More than half cloyed with the possession of Ce-
linda, he could not fail to be disgusted with her
upbraidings

; and had she not been the daughter of
a gentleman whose friendship he did not think it

his interest to forfeit, he would have dropped this
correspondence, without reluctance or hesitation.
But, as he had measures to keep with a family of
such consequence, he constrained his inclinations,
so far as to counterfeit those raptures he no longer
felt, and found means to appease those intervening
tumults of her grief.

Foreseeing, however, that it would not be always
in his power to console her on these terms, he re-
solved, if possible, to divide her affection, which
now glowed upon him too intensely

; and, with that
view, whenever she complained of the vapours or
dejection, he prescribed, and even insisted upon her
swallowing certain cordials of the most palatable
composition, without which he never travelled; and
these produced such agreeable reveries and flow of
spirits, that she gradually became enamoured of
intoxication

; while he encouraged the pernicious
passion, by expressing the most extravagant ap-
plause and admiration at the wild irregular sallies
it produced. Without having first made this diver-
sion, he would have found it impracticable to leave
the house with tranquillity ; butwhen this bewitching
philtre grew into an habit, her attachment to Fer-
dinand was insensibly dissolved ; she began to bear
his neglect with indifference, and, sequestering her-
self from the rest of the family, used to solicit this
new ally for consolation.

Having thus put the finishing stroke to the
daughter's ruin, he took leave of the father, with
many acknowledgments and expressions of grati-
tude for his hospitality and friendship, and, riding
across the country to Bristol, took up his habitation
near the hot well, where he staid during the re-
maining part of the season. As for the miserable
Celinda, she became more and more addicted to the
vices in which she had been initiated by his super-
lative perfidy and craft, until she was quite aban-
doned by decency and caution. Her father's heart
was torn with anguish, while his wife rejoiced in
her fall

; at length her ideas were quite debased by
her infirmity ; she grew every day more and more
sensual and degenerate, and contracted an intimacy
with one of the footmen, who was kind enough to
take her to wife, in hope of obtaining a good settle-
ment from his master

;
but, being disappointed in

his aim, he conducted her to London, where he made
shift to insinuate himself into another service,
leaving her to the use, and partly the advantage,
of her own person, which was still uncommonly
attractive.

CHAPTER XXXV.
He repairs to Bristol Spring, where he reigns paramount

during the whole Season.

We shall therefore leave her in this comfortable
situation, and return to our adventurer, whose ap-
pearance at Bristol was considered as a happy omen
by the proprietor of the hot well, and all the people
who live by the resort of company to that cele-
brated spring. Nor were they deceived in their
prognostic. Fathom, as usual, formed the nucleus
or kernel of the beau monde : and the season scon

became so crowded, that many people of fashion
were obliged to quit the place for want of lodging.
Ferdinand was the soul that animated the whole
society. He not only invented parties of pleasure,
but also, by his personal talents, rendered them
more agreeable. In a word, he regulated their diver-
sions, and the master of the ceremonies never would
allow the ball to be begun till the Count was seated.
Having thus made himself the object of admira-

tion and esteem, his advice was an oracle, to which
they had recourse in all doubtful cases of punctilio
or dispute, or even of medicine; fdf among his
other accomplishments, his discourse on that sub-
ject was so plausible, and well adapted to the un-
derstanding of his hearers, that any person who
had not actually studied the medical art would have
believed he was inspired by the spirit of vEsculapius.
What contributed to the aggrandizement of his
character in this branch of knowledge, was a
victory he obtained over an old physician, who
phed at the well, and had one day unfortunately
begun to harangue in the pump-room upon the
nature of the Bristol water. In the course of this
lecture he undertook to account for the warmth of
the fluid ; and his ideas being perplexed with a
great deal of reading, which he had not been able
to digest, his disquisition was so indistinct, and his
expression so obscure and unentertaining, that our
hero seized the opportunity of displaying his own
erudition, by venturing to contradict some circum-
stances of the doctors hypothesis, and substituting
a theory of his own, which, as he had invented it for
the purpose, was equally amusing and chimerical.

_
He alleged, that fire was the sole vivifying prin-

ciple that pervaded all nature
; that, as the heat of

the sun concocted the juice of vegetables, and
ripened those fruits that grow upon the surface of
this globe, there was likewise an immense store of
central fire reserved within the bowels of the earth,
not only for the generation of gems, fossils, and all
the purposes of the mineral world, but likewise for
cherishing and keeping alive those plants which
would otherwise perish by the winter's cold. The
existence of such a fire he proved from the nature
of all those volcanoes, which in almost every comer
of the earth are continually vomiting up either
flames or smoke. " These," said he, " are the great
vents appointed by nature for the discharge of that
rarefied air and combustible matter, which, if con-
fined, woidd burst the globe asunder

; but, besides
the larger outlets, there are some small chimneys
through which part of the heat transpires ; a vapour
of that sort, I conceive, must pass through the bed
or channel of this spring, the waters of wlrch,
accordingly, retain a moderate warmth."

This account, which totally overthrew the other's
doctrine, was so extremely agreeable to the audience,
that the testy doctor lost his temper, and gave them
to understand, without preamble, that he must be a
person wholly ignorant of natural philosophy, who
could invent such a ridiculous system, and they
involved in worse than an Egyptian fog, that could
not at once discern its weakness and absurdity.
This declaration introduced a dispute, which was
unanimously determined in favour of our adven-
turer. On all such occasions the stream of pre-
judice runs against the physician, even though his
antagonist has nothing to recommend himself to
the favour of the spectators ; and this decision
depends upon divers considerations. In the first
place, there is a continual war carried on against
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the learned professions, by all those who, conscious

of their own ignorance, seek to level the reputation

of their superiors with their own. Secondly, in all

disputes upon physic that happen betwixt a person

who really understands the art, and an illiterate

pretender,' the arguments of the first will seem

obscure and unintelligible to those who are unac-

quainted with the previous systems on which they

are built ; while the other's theory, derived from

common notions, and superficial observation, will

be more agreeable, because better adapted to the

comprehension of the hearers. Thirdly, the judg-

ment of the multitude is apt to be biassed by that

surprise which is the effect of seeing an artist foiled

at his own weapons, by one who engages him only

for amusement.
Fathom, besides these advantages, was blessed

with a flow of language, an elegant address, a polite

and self-denying-style of argumentation, together

with a temper not to be ruffled ; so that the victory

could not long waver between him and the physi-

cian, to whom he was infinitely superior in every

acquisition but that of solid learning, of which the

judges had no idea. This contest was not only

glorious but profitable to our adventurer, who grew

into such request in his medical capacity, that the

poor doctor was utterly deserted by his patients,

and Fathom's advice solicited by every valetudi-

narian in the place; nor did he forfeit the character

he thus acquired by any miscarriages in his practice.

Being but little conversant with the materia medica,

the circle of his prescriptions was very small ; his

chief study was to avoid all drugs of rough opera-

tion, and uncertain effect, and to administer such

only as should be agreeable to the palate, without

doing violence to the constitution. Such a physician

could not but be agreeable to people of all disposi-

tions ;
and, as most of the patients were in some

shape hypochondriac, the power of imagination,

cooperating with his remedies, often effected a cure.

On the whole, it became the fashion to consult

the Count in all distempers, and his reputation

would have had its run, though the death of every

patient had given the lie to his pretensions. But

empty fame was not the sole fruit of his success.

Though no person would presume to affront this

noble graduate with a fee, they did not fail to mani-

fest their gratitude by some more valuable present.

Every day some superb piece of china, curious

snuff-box, or jewel, was pressed upon him; so that,

at the end of the season, he could almost have

furnished a toy-shop with the acknowledgments he

had received. Not only his avarice, but his plea-

sure, was gratified in the course of his medical

administration. He enjoyed free access, egress,

and regress, with all the females at the well, and no

matron scrupled to put her daughter under his care

and direction. These opportunities could not be

lost upon a man of his intriguing genius ;
though

he conducted his amours with such discretion, that,

during the whole season, no lady's character suf-

fered on his account, yet he was highly fortunate

in his addresses, and we may venture to affirm,

that the reproach of barrenness was more than

once removed by the vigour of his endeavours.

London, who had granted her permission tc reside

at the hot well for the benefit of her health, under

the eye and inspection of his own sister, who was

a ma'iden of fifty years. The pupil, whose name

was Mrs. Trapwell, though low in stature, was

finely shaped, her countenance engaging, though

her complexion was brown, her hair in colour

rivalled the raven's back, and her eyes emulated

the lustre of the diamond. Fathom had been struck

with her first appearance ; but found it impracticable

to elude the vigilance of her duenna, so as to make

CHAPTER XXXVI.
He is smitten with the charms ofa Female Adventurer, whose

allurements sulject him to a new vicissitude of fortune.

Among those who were distinguished by his gal-

lantry, was the young wife of an old citizen of

a declaration of his flame ; until she herself, guess-

ing the situation of his thoughts, and not displeased

with the discoverv, thought proper to furnish him

with the opportunity he wanted, by counterfeiting

an indisposition, for the cure of which she knew

his advice would be implored. This was the begin-

ning of an acquaintance, which was soon improved

to his wish; and so well did she manage her attrac-

tions, as in some measure to fix the inconstancy of

his disposition ;
for, at the end of the season, his

passion was not sated; and they concerted the

means of continuing their commerce, even after

their return to London.

This intercourse effectually answered the purpose

of the husband, who had been decoyed into matri-

mony by the cunning of his spouse, whom he had

privately kept as a concubine before marriage.

Conscious of her own precarious situation, she had

resolved to impose upon the infirmities of Trapwell,

and, feigning herself pregnant, gave him to under-

stand she could no longer conceal her condition

from the knowledge of her brother, who was an

officer in the armv, and of such violent passions,

that, should he once discover her backsliding, he

would undoubtedly wipe away the stains of his

family-dishonour with her own blood, as well as

that of her keeper. The citizen, to prevent such a

catastrophe, took her to wife ; but soon after per-

ceiving the trick which had been played upon

him, set his invention at work, and at length con-

trived a scheme which he thought would enable

him, not only to retrieve his liberty, but also

indemnify himself for the mortification he had

undergone.
Far from creating any domestic disturbance, by

upbraiding her with her finesse, he seemed per-

fectly well pleased with his acquisition ; and as he

knew her void of any principle, and extremely

addicted to pleasure, he chose proper occasions to

insinuate, that she might gratify her own inclina-

tion, and at the same time turn her beauty to good

account. She joyfully listened to these remon-

strances, and in consequence of their mutual agree-

ment, she repaired to Bristol-spring, on pretence of

an ill state of health, accompanied by her sister-in-

law, whom thev did not think proper to intrust

with the real motive of her journey. Fathom's

person was agreeable, and his finances supposed to

be in flourishing order ; therefore, she selected him

from the herd of gallants, as a proper sacrifice to

the powers which she adored ; and, on her arrival

in London, made her husband acquainted w^fc the

importance of her conquest.

Trapwell overwhelmed her with caresses and

praise for her discreet and dutiful conduct, and

faithfully promised that she should pocket in her

own privy purse one-half of the spoils that should

be gathered from her gallant, whom she theretore

undertook to betray, after he had swore, m the

most solemn manner, that his intention was not to
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bring the affair to a public trial, which would
redound to his own disgrace, hut to extort a round
sum of money from the Count, by way of composi-
tion. Confiding in this protestation, she in a few
days gave him intelligence of an assignation she
had made with our adventurer, at a certain bagnio
near Covent-garden ; upon which he secured the

assistance of a particular friend and his own
journeyman, with whom, and a constable, he re-

paired to the place of rendezvous, where he waited
in an adjoining room, according to the directions

of his virtuous spouse, until she made the pre-
concerted signal of hemming three times aloud,

when he and his associates rushed into the chamber
and surprised our hero in bed with his inamorato.
The lady on this occasion acted her part to a

miracle ; she screamed at their approach
; and, after

an exclamation of "Ruined and undone!" fainted

away in the arms of her spouse, who had by this

time seized her by the shoulders, and begun to

upbraid her with her infidelity and guilt. As for

Fathom, his affliction was unutterable, when he
found himself discovered in that situation, and made
prisoner by the two assistants, who had pinioned
him in such a manner, that he could not stir, much
less accomplish an escape. All his ingenuity and
presence of mind seemed to forsake him in this

emergency. The horrors of an English jury over-
spread his imagination ; for he at once perceived
that the toil into which he had fallen was laid for
the purpose

;
consequently he took it for granted

that there would be no deficiency in point of
evidence. Soon as he recollected himself, he begged
that no violence might be offered to his person,
and entreated the husband to favour him with a
conference, in which the affair might be compro-
mised, without prejudice to the reputation of either.

At first Trapwell breathed nothing but implacable
revenge, but, by the persuasion of his friends, after
he had sent home his wife in a chair, he was pre-
vailed upon to hear the proposals of the delinquent,
who having assured him, by way of apology, that
he had always believed the lady was a widow,
made him an offer of five hundred pounds, as an
atonement for the injury he had sustained. This
being a sum no ways adequate to the expectation of
the citizen, who looked upon the Count as possessor
of an immense estate, he rejected the terms with
disdain, and made instant application to a judge,
from whom he obtained a warrant for securing his
person till the day of trial. Indeed, in this case,
money was but a secondary consideration with
Trapwell, whose chief aim was to be legally

divorced from a woman he detested. Therefore
there was no remedy for the unhappy Count, who
in vain offered to double the sum. He found him-
self reduced to the bitter alternative of procuring
immediate bail, or going directly to Newgate.

In this dilemma he sent a messenger to his friend
Ratchcali, whose countenance fell when he under-
stood the Count's condition ; nor would he open his
mouth in the style of consolation, until he had con-
sulted a certain solicitor of his acquaintance, who
assured him the law abounded with such resources
as would infallibly screen the defendant, had the
fact been still more palpable than it was. He said
there was great presumption to believe the Count
had fallen a sacrifice to a conspiracy, which by
some means or other would he detected; and, in
tlut case, the plaintiff might obtain one shilling in
lieu of damages. If that dependence should fail,

he hinted that, in all probability, the witnesses
were not incorruptible

;
or, should they prove to

be so, one man's oath was as good as another's
;

and, thank Heaven, there was no dearth of evi-

dence, provided money could be found to answer
the necessary occasions.

Ratchcali, comforted by these insinuations, and
dreading the resentment of our adventurer, who, in

his despair, might punish him severely for his want
of friendship, by some precipitate explanation of
the commerce they had carried on

; moved, I say,

by these considerations, and moreover tempted
with the prospect of continuing to reap the advan-
tages resulting from their conjunction, he and
another person of credit with whom he largely dealt

in jewels, condescended to become sureties for the
appearance of Fathom, who was accordingly ad-
mitted to bail. Not but that the Tyrolese knew
Ferdinand too well to confide in his parole. He
depended chiefly upon his ideas of self-interest,

which, he thought, would persuade him to risk the
uncertain issue of a trial, rather than quit the field

before the harvest was half over ; and he was re-
solved to make his own retreat without ceremony
should our hero be unwise enough to abandon
his bail.

Such an adventure could not long lie concealed
from the notice of the public, even if both parties

had been at pains to suppress the circumstances.
But the plaintiff, far from seeking to cover, affected

to complain loudly of his misfortune, that he might
interest his neighbours in his behalf, and raise a
spirit of rancour and animosity, to influence the
jury against this insolent foreigner, who had come
over into England to debauch our wives and de-
flower our daughters ; while he employed a formid-
able band of lawyers to support the indictment,
which he laid at ten thousand pounds damages.

Meanwhile, Fathom and his associate did not
fail to take all proper measures for his defence

;

they retained a powerful bar of counsel, and the
solicitor was supplied with one hundred pounds after

another, to answer the expense of secret service

;

still assuring his clients that every thing was in an
excellent train, and that his adversary would gain
nothing but shame and confusion of face. Never-
theless, there was a necessity for postponing the
trial, on account of a material evidence, who, though
he wavered, was not yet quite brought over ; and
the attorney found means to put off the decision
from term to term, until there was no quibble left

for further delay. While this suit was depending,
our hero continued to move in his usual sphere

;

nor did the report of his situation at all operate to
his disadvantage in the polite world ; on the con-
trary, it added a fresh plume to his character, in
the eyes of all those who were not before acquainted
with the triumphs of his gallantry. Notwith-
standing this countenance of his friends, he himself
considered the affair in a very serious light ; and
perceiving that, at any rate, he must be a consider-
able loser, he resolved to double his assiduity in
trade, that he might be the more able to afford the
extraordinary expense to which he was subjected.

CHAPTER XXXVII.
Fresh Cause for exerting his Equanimity and Fortitude.

The reader may have observed, that Fathom, with
all his circumspection, had a weak side, which
exposed him to sundry mischances ; this was his

si M
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eovetousness, -which on some occasions became too

hard for his discretion. At this period of time it

was, by the circumstances of his situation, inflamed

to a degree of rapacity. He was now prevailed

upon to take a hand at whist or piquet, and even

to wield the hazard-box ;
though he had hitherto

declared himself an irreconcilable enemy to all

sorts of play ; and so uncommon was his success

and dexterity at these exercises, as to surprise his

acquaintance, and arouse the suspicion of some

people, who repined at his prosperity.

But in nothing was his conduct more inexcus-

able than in giving way to the dangerous temerity

ofrRatchali, which he had been always at pains to

restrain, and permitting him to practise the same

fraud upon an English nobleman, which had been

executed upon himself at Frankfort. In other

words, the Tyrolese, by the canal of Ferdinand's

finger and recommendation, sold a pebble for a real

brilliant, and in a few days the cheat was discovered,

to the infinite confusion of our adventurer, who
nevertheless assumed the guise of innocence with so

much art, and expressed such indignation against

the villain who had imposed upon his judgment and

unsuspecting generosity, that his lordship acquitted

him of any share in the deceit, and contented him-

self with the restitution, which he insisted upon
making out of his own pocket, until he should be

able to apprehend the rogue, who had thought

proper to abscond for his own safety. In spite of

all this exculpation, his character did not fail to

retain a sort of stigma, which indeed the plainest

proofs of innocence are hardly able to efface ; and

his connexion with such a palpable knave as the

Tyrolese appeared to be, had an effect to his pre-

judice in the minds of all those who were privy to

the occurrence.

When a man's reputation is once brought in

question, every trifle is, by the malevolence of man-
kind, magnified into a strong presumption against

the culprit. A few whispers communicated by the

envious mouth of slander, which he can have no

opportunity to answer and refute, shall, in the

opinion of the world, convict him of the most
horrid crimes; and for one hypocrite who is decked

with the honours of virtue, there are twenty good
men who suffer the ignominy of vice ; so well dis-

posed are individuals to trample upon the fame of

their fellow-creatures. If the most unblemished

merit is not protected from this injustice, it will

not be wondered at that no quarter was given to

the character of an adventurer like Fathom, who,

among other unlucky occurrences, had the misfor-

tune to be recognised about this time by his two Pari-

sian friends, Sir Stentor Stile and Sir Giles Squirrel.

These worthy knights-errant had returned to their

own country, after having made a very prosperous

campaign in France, at the end of which, however,

they very narrowly escaped the galleys j
and seeing

the Polish count seated at the head of taste and
politeness, they immediately circulated the story of

his defeat at Paris, with many ludicrous circum-

stances of their own invention, and did not scruple

to affirm that he was a rank impostor. When the

laugh is raised upon a great man, he never fails to

dwindle into contempt. Ferdinand began to per-

ceive a change in the countenance of his friends.

His company was no longer solicited with that

eagerness which they had formerly expressed in

his behalf. Even his entertainments were neglected

;

when he appeared at any private or public assem-

bly, the ladies, instead of glowing with pleasure, as

formerly, now tittered or regarded him with looks

of disdain ; and a certain pert, little, forward co-

quette, with a view to put him out of countenance,

by raising the laugh at his expense, asked him one

night, at a drum, when he had heard from his

relations in Poland ? She succeeded in her design

upon the mirth of the audience, but was disap-

pointed in the other part of her aim ; for our hero

replied, without the least mark of discomposure,
" They are all in good health at your service,

Madam ; I wish I knew in what part of the world

your relations reside, that I might return the com-
pliment." By this answer, which was the more
severe, as the young lady was of very doubtful ex-

traction, he retorted the laugh upon the aggressor,

though he likewise failed in his attempt upon her

temper ; for she was perhaps the only person present

who equalled himself in stability of countenance.

Notwithstanding this appearance of unconcern,

he was deeply touched with these marks of aliena-

tion in the behaviour of his friends, and, foreseeing

in his own disgrace the total shipwreck of his

fortune, he entered into a melancholy deliberation

with himself about the means of retrieving his

importance in the beau monde, or of turning his

address into some other channel, where he could

stand upon a less slippery foundation. In this

exercise of his thoughts, no scheme occurred more
feasible than that of securing the booty he had

made, and retiring with his associate, who was also

blown, into some other country, where their names

and characters being unknown, they might pursue

their old plan of commerce without molestation.

He imparted this suggestion to the Tyrolese, who
approved the proposal of decamping, though he

combated with all his might our hero's inclination

to withdraw himself before the trial, by repeating

the assurances of the solicitor, who told him he

might depend upon being reimbursed by the sen-

tence of the court for great part of the sums he had
expended in the course of the prosecution.

Fathom suffered himself to be persuaded by these

arguments, supported with the desire of making an

honourable retreat, and, waiting patiently for the

day of trouble, discharged his sureties, by a per-

sonal appearance in court. Yet this was not the

only score he discharged that morning; the solicitor

presented his own bill before they set out for

Westminster-hall, and gave the Count to understand

that it was the custom, from time immemorial, for

the client to clear with his attorney before trial.

Ferdinand had nothing to object against this

established rule, though he looked upon it as a bad

omen, in spite of all the solicitor's confidence and

protestations ; and he was not a little confounded,

when, looking into the contents, he found himself

charged with 350 attendances. He knew it was

not his interest to disoblige his lawyer at such a

juncture j nevertheless, he could not help expostu-

lating with him on this article, which seemed to be

so falsely stated with regard to the number ;
when

his questions drew on an explanation, by which he

found he had incurred the penalty of three shillings

and fourpence for every time he chanced to meet

the conscientious attorney, either in the park, the

coffeehouse, or the street, provided they had ex-

changed the common salutation ; and he had good

reason to believe the solicitor had often thrown

himself in his way, with a view to swell this item

of his account.
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With this extortion our adventurer was fain to

comply, because he lay at the mercy of the caitiff;

accordingly, he with a good grace paid the demand,
which, including his former disbursements, amounted
to three hundred and sixty-five pounds eleven

shillings and threepence three farthings, and then

presenting himself before the judge, quietly sub-

mitted to the laws of the realm. His counsel

behaved like men of consummate abilities in their

profession
;
they exerted themselves with equal

industry, eloquence and erudition, in their en-
deavours to perplex the truth, browbeat the evidence,

puzzle the judge, and mislead the jury ; but the

defendant found himself woefully disappointed in

the deposition of Trapwell's journeyman, whom
the solicitor pretended to have converted to his

interest. This witness, as the attorney afterwards
declared, played booty, and the facts came out so

clear, that Ferdinand Count Fathom was convicted
of criminal conversation with the plaintiff's wife,

and cast in fifteen hundred pounds, under the de-

nomination of damages.
He was not so much surprised as afflicted at this

decision, because he saw it gradually approaching
from the examination of the first evidence. His
thoughts were now employed in casting about for

some method of deliverance from the snare in

which he found himself entangled. To escape, he
foresaw it would be impracticable, as Trapwell
would undoubtedly be prepared for arresting him
before he could quit Westminster-hall ; he was too

well acquainted with Ratchcali's principles, to

expect any assistance from that quarter in money
matters ; and he was utterly averse to the payment
of the sum awarded against him, which would have
exhausted his whole fortune. He therefore resolved

to try the friendship of some persons of fashion,

with whom he had maintained an intimacy of cor-

respondence. Should they fail him in the day of
his necessity, he proposed to have recourse to his

former sureties, one of whom he meant to bills,

while the other might accompany him in his retreat

:

or, should both these expedients miscarry, he de-

termined, rather than part with his effects, to

undergo the most disagreeable confinement, in

hope of obtaining the jailor's connivance at his

escape.

These resolutions being taken, he met his fate

with great fortitude and equanimity, and calmly
suffered himself to be conveyed to the house of a
sheriff's officer, who, as he made his exit from the
hall, according to his own expectation, executed a
writ against him, at the suit of Trapwell, for a debt
of two thousand pounds. To this place he was
followed by his solicitor, who was allured by the

prospect of another job, and who with great de-
monstrations of satisfaction congratulated him upon
the happy issue of the trial ; arrogating to himself
the merit of having saved him eight thousand
pounds in the article of damages, by the previous
steps he had taken, and the noble defence that he
and his friends the counsel had made for their

client : he even hinted an expectation of receiving
a gratuity for his extraordinary care and discretion.

Fathom, galled as he was with his misfortune,
and enraged at the effrontery of this pettifogger,

maintained a serenity of countenance, and sent the
attorney with a message to the plaintiff, importing,
that, as he was a foreigner, and could not be
supposed to have so much cash about him, as to

snare fifteen hundred pounds from the funds of his

ordinary expense, he would grant him a bond pay-
able in two months, during which period he should
be able to procure a proper remittance from his own
estate. While the solicitor was employed in this

negotiation, he despatched his valet-de-chambre to

one nobleman, and Maurice to another, with billets,

signifying the nature of the verdict which his ad-

versary had obtained, and desiring that each would
lend him a thousand pounds upon his parole, until

he could negotiate bills upon the continent.

His three messengers returned almost at the same
instant of time, and these were the answers they
brought back.

Trapwell absolutely rejected his personal security;

and threatened him with all the horrors of a gaol,

unless he would immediately discharge the debt, or

procure sufficient bondsmen ; and one of his quality

friends favoured him with this reply to his request.

"My dear Count!— I am mortally chagrined at the
triumph you have furnished to that rascally citizen. By the
lard ! the judge must have been in the terrors of cuckoldom,
to influence ihe decision; and the jury a mere herd of
horned beasts, to bring in such a barbarous verdict. Egad !

at this rate, no gentleman will be able to lie with another
man's wife, but at the risk of a cursed prosecution. But
to waive this disagreeable circumstance, which you must
strive to forget; I declare my mortification is still the greater,
because I cannot at present supply you with the trifle your
present exigency requires ; for, to tell you a secret, my own
finances are in damnable confusion. But a man of Count
Fathom's figure and address can never be puzzled for the
want of such a paltry sum. Adieu, my dear Count ! we
shall, I suppose, have the pleasure of seeing you to-morrow
at White's : meanwhile, I have the honour to be, witli the
most perfect attachment, yours, " Grizzlegrin.'

The other noble peer, to whom he addressed
himself on this occasion, cherished the same senti-

ments of virtue, friendship, and generosity ; but
his expression was so different, that we shall, for

the edification of the reader, transcribe his letter

in his own words :

—

Sir,—I was never more astonished than at the receipt of

your very extraordinary billet, wherein you solicit the loan
of a thousand pounds, which you desire may be sent with
the bearer on the faith of your parole. Sir, I have no money
to send you or lend you ; and cannot help repeating my ex-
pressions of surprise at your confidence in making such a
strange and unwarranted demand. 'Tis true, I may have
made professions of friendship, while I looked upon you as

a person of honour and good morals ; but now that you are

convicted of such a flagrant violation of the laws of that

kingdom where you have been treated with such hospitality

and respect, I think myself fully absolved from any such
conditional promise, which indeed is never interpreted into

any other than a bare compliment. I am sorry you have in-

volved your character and fortune in such a disagreeable

affair, and am, Sir, yours, Sec. " Trompington."

Ferdinand was not such a novice in the world as

to be disappointed at these repulses
;

especially as

he had laid very little stress upon the application,

which was made by way of an experiment upon the

gratitude or caprice of those two noblemen, whom
he had actually more than once obliged with the

same sort of assistance which he now solicited,

though not to such a considerable amount.
Having nothing further to expect from the

fashionable world, he sent the Tyrolese to the per-

son who had been bail for his appearance, with full

instructions to explain his present occasion in the

most favourable light, and desire he would rein-

force the credit of the Count with his security ; but

that gentleman, though he placed the most perfect

confidence on the honour of our hero, and would
have willingly entered into bonds again for his per-

sonal appearance, was not quite so well satisfied of
his circumstances, as to become liable for the pay-
ment of two thousand pounds, an expense which,

M 31 2
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in his opinion, the finances of no foreign Count
were able to defray. He therefore lent a deaf ear
to the most pressing remonstrances of the ambas-
sador, who had recourse to several other merchants
with the same bad success ; so that the prisoner,

despairing of bail, endeavoured to persuade Ratch-
cali, that it would be his interest to contribute a
thousand pounds towards his discharge, that he
might be enabled to quit England with a good
grace, and execute his part of the plan they had
projected.

So powerful was his eloquence on the occasion,

and such strength of argument did he use, that

even the Tyrolese seemed convinced, though re-

luctantly, and agreed to advance the necessary sum
upon the bond and judgment of our adventurer,

who, being disabled from transacting his own
affairs in person, was obliged to intrust Ratchcali
with his keys, papers, and power of attorney, under
the check and inspection of his faithful Maurice
and the solicitor, whose fidelity he bespoke with the

promise of an ample recompense.

CHAPTER XXXVHI.
The Biter is bit.

Yet, he had no sooner committed his effects to the

care of this triumvirate, than his fancy was visited

with direful warnings, which produced cold sweats
and palpitations, and threw him into such agonies

of apprehension as he had never known before.

He remembered the former desertion of the Tyro-
lese, the recent villany of the solicitor, and recol-

lected the remarks he had made upon the disposition

and character of his valet, which evinced him a fit

companion for the other two.

Alarmed at these reflections, he entreated the

bailiff to indulge him with a visit to his own
lodgings, and even offered one hundred guineas as

a gratification for his compliance. But the officer,

who had formerly lost a considerable sum by the

escape of a prisoner, would not run any risk in an
affair of such consequence, and our hero was
obliged to submit to the tortures of his own pre-
saging fears. After he had waited five hours in

the most racking impatience, he saw the attorney
enter with all the marks of hurry, fatigue, and con-
sternation, and heard him exclaim, " Good God,
have you seen the gentleman ?"

Fathom found his fears realized in this interro-

gation, to which he answered in a tone of horror
and dismay, " What gentleman ? I suppose I am
robbed. Speak, and keep me no longer in sus-

pense." " Robbed !" cried the attorney, " the Lord
forbid ! I hope you can depend upon the person
you empowered to receive your jewels and cash ?

I must own his proceedings are a little extraordi-
nary ; for after he had rummaged your scrutoire,

from which, in presence of me and your servant,

he took one hundred and fifty guineas, a parcel of
diamond rings and buckles, according to this here
inventor}', which I wrote with my own hand, and
East India bonds to the tune of five hundred more,
we adjourned to Garraway's, where he left me
alone, under pretence of going to a broker of his

acquaintance who lived in the neighbourhood, while
the valet, as I imagined, waited for us in the alley.

AVell, sir, he staid so long, that I began to be un-
easy, and at length resolved to send the servant in
quest of him, but when I went out for that pur-
pose, deuce a servant was to be found ; though I

in person inquired for him at every alehouse within
half a mile of the place. I then despatched no less

than five ticket porters upon the scent after them,
and I myself, by a direction from the bar-keeper,
went to Signior Ratchcali's lodgings, where, as they
told me, he had not been seen since nine o'clock in

the morning. Upon this intimation, I came directly

hither, to give you timely notice, that you may
without delay take measures for your own security.

The best thing you can do, is to take out writs for

apprehending him, in the counties of Middlesex,
Surrey, Kent, and Essex, and I shall put them in

the hands of trusty and diligent officers, who will

soon ferret him out of his lurking-place, provided

he skulks within ten miles of the bills of mortality.

To be sure the job will be expensive ; and all these

runners must be paid beforehand. But what then ?

the defendant is worth powder, and if we can once
secure him, I'll warrant the prosecution will quit cost.

Fathom was almost choked with concern and
resentment at the news of this mischance, so that

he could not utter one word until this narrative was
finished. Nor was his suspicion confined to the

Tyrolese and his own lacquey ; he considered the

solicitor as their accomplice and director, and was
so much provoked at the latter part of his harangue,

that his discretion seemed to vanish, and, collaring

the attorney, " Villain !" said he, " you yourself

have been a principal actor in this robbery." Then
turning to the by-standers, " and I desire in the

king's name that he may be secured, until I can
make oath before a magistrate in support of the

charge. If you refuse your assistance in detaining

him, I will make immediate application to one of

the secretaries of state, who is my particular friend,

and he will see justice done to all parties."

At mention of this formidable name, the bailiff

and his whole family were in commotion, to ob-

struct the retreat of the lawyer, who stood aghast

and trembled under the grasp of our adventurer.

But, soon as he found himself delivered from this

embrace, by the interposition of the spectators, and
collected his spirits, which had been suddenly dissi-

pated by Fathom's unexpected assault, he began to

display one ait of his occupation, which he always
reserved for extraordinary occasions. This was the

talent of abuse, which he poured forth with such
fluency of opprobrious language, that our hero,

smarting as he was, and almost desperate with his

loss, deviated from that temperance of behaviour
which he had hitherto preserved, and snatching

up the poker, with one stroke opened a deep trench

upon the attorney's skull, that extended from the

hind head almost to the upper part of the nose,

upon each side of which it discharged a sanguine

stream. Notwithstanding the pain of this applica-

tion, the solicitor was transported with joy at the

sense of the smart, and inwardly congratulated

himself upon the appearance of his own blood,

which he no sooner perceived, than he exclaimed,
" I'm a dead man," and fell upon the floor at full

length.

Immediate recourse was had to a surgeon in the

neighbourhood, who having examined the wound,
declared there was a dangerous depression of the

first table of the skull, and that, if he could save

the patient's life without the applicat.on of the

trepan, it would be one of the greatest cures that

ever were performed. By this time, Fathom's first

transport being overblown, he summoned up his

whole resolution, and reflected upon his own ruin
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with that fortitude which had never failed him in

the emergencies of his fate. Little disturbed at the

prognostic of the surgeon, 'which he considered in

the right point of view ;
" Sir," said he, " I am not

so unacquainted with the resistance of an attorney's

skull, as to believe the chastisement I have be-

stowed on him will at all endanger his life, which
is in much greater jeopardy from the hands of the

common executioner. For, notwithstanding this

accident, I am determined to prosecute the rascal

for robbery 'with the utmost severity of the law

;

and, that I may have a sufficient fund left for that

prosecution, I shall not at present throw away one
farthing in unnecessary expense, but insist upon
being conveyed to prison without farther delay."

This declaration was equally unwelcome to the
bailiff, surgeon, and solicitor, who, upon the sup-
position that the Count was a person of fortune,

and would rather part with an immense sum than
incur the ignominy of a gaol, or involve himself in

another disgraceful law-suit, had resolved to fleece

him to the utmost of their power. But, now the
attorney finding him determined to set his fate at

defiance, and to retort upon him a prosecution,
which he had no design to undergo, began to re-

pent heartily of the provocation he had given, and
to think seriously on some method to overcome the
obstinacy of the incensed foreigner. With this

view, while the bailiff conducted him to bed in

another apartment, he desired the catchpole to act

the part of mediator between him and the Count,
and furnished him with proper instructions for that

purpose. Accordingly the landlord, on his return,

told Fathom that he was sure the solicitor was not
a man for this world ; for that he had left him de-
prived of his senses, and praying to God with great
devotion for mercy to his murderer. He then ex-
horted him, with many protestations of friendship,

to compromise the unhappy affair by exchanging
releases with the attorney before his delirium should
be known, otherwise he would bring himself into

a most dangerous premunire, whether the plaintiff

should die of his wound, or live to prosecute
him for the assault. " And with regard to your
charge of robbery against him," said he, " as it is

no more than a bare suspicion, unsupported by the
least shadow of evidence, the bill woidd be thrown
out, and then he might sue you for damages. I
therefore, out of pure friendship and good nature,
advise you to compromise the affair, and, if you
think proper, will endeavour to bring about a
mutual release."

Our hero, whose passion was by this time pretty
well cooled, saw reason for assenting to the pro-
posal ; upon which the deed was immediately
executed, the mediator's bill was discharged, and
Ferdinand conveyed in an hackney coach to prison,
after he had empowered his own landlord to dis-
charge his servants, and convert his effects into
ready money. Thus, he saw himself, in the course
of a few hours, deprived of his reputation, rank,
liberty, and friends ; and his fortune reduced from
two thousand pounds to something less than two
hundred, fifty of which he had carried to gaol in
his pocket.

CHAPTER XXXIX.
Our Adventurer is made acquainted with a new scene of life.

Just as he entered these mansions of misery, his
ears were invaded with a hoarse and dreadful

voice, exclaiming, "You, Bess Beetle, score a
couple of fresh eggs, a pennyworth of butter, and
half a pint of mountain to the king ; and stop credit

till the bill is paid :—He is now debtor for fifteen

shillings and sixpence, and d—n me if I trust him
one farthing more, if he was the best king in

Christendom. And, d'ye hear, send Ragged-head
with five pounds of potatoes for Major Macleaver's
supper, and let him have what drink he wants

;

the fat widow gentlewoman from Fimlico has pro-
mised to quit his score. Sir Mungo Barebones may
have some hasty pudding and small beer, though I
don't expect to see his coin, no more than to re-

ceive the eighteen pence I laid out for a pair of
breeches to his backside—what then? he's a quiet
sort of a body, and a great scholar, and it was a
scandal to the place to see him going about in that
naked condition. As for the mad Frenchman with
the beard, if you give him so much as a cheese-
paring, you b—ch, I'll send you back to the hole,

among your old companions ; an impudent dog

!

I'll teach him to draw his sword upon the governor
of an English county gaol. What ! I suppose lie

thought he had to do with a French hang-
tang-dang, rabbit him ! he shall eat bis white
feather, before I give him credit for a morsel of
bread."

Although our adventurer was very little dis-

posed, at this juncture, to make observations
foreign to his own affairs, he could not help taking
notice of these extraordinary injunctions

; espe-
cially those concerning the person who was entitled

king, whom, however, he supposed to be some
prisoner elected as the magistrate by the joint
suffrage of his fellows. Having taken possession
of his chamber, which he rented at five shillings a
week, and being ill at ease in his own thoughts, he
forthwith secui-ed his door, undressed, and went to

bed, in which, though it was none of the most
elegant or inviting couches, he enjoyed profound
repose after the accumulated fatigues and mortifi-

cations of the day. Next morning, after breakfast,
the keeper entered his apartment, and gave him to

understand, that the gentlemen uuder his care,
having heard of the Count's arrival, had deputed
one of their number to wait upon him with the
compliments of condolence suitable to the occasion,
and invite him to become a member of their so-
ciety. Our hero could not politely dispense with
this instance of civility, and their ambassador being
instantly introduced by the name of Captain Mini-
kin, saluted him with great solemnity.

This was a person equally remarkable for his

extraordinary figure and address ; his age seemed
to border upon forty, his stature amounted to five

feet, his visage was long, meagre, and weather-
beaten, and his aspect, though not quite rueful, ex-
hibited a certain formality, which was the result of
care and conscious importance. He was very little

encumbered with flesh and blood ; yet what body
he had was well proportioned, his limbs were ele-
gantly turned, and by his carriage he was well en-
titled to that compliment which we pay to any
person when we say he has very much the air of a
gentleman. There was also an evident singularity
in his dress, which, though intended as an im-
provement, appeared to be an extravagant exagge-
ration of the mode, and at once evinced him an
original to the discerning eyes of our adventurer,
who received him with his usual complaisance, and
made a very eloquent acknowledgment of the
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honour and satisfaction be received from the visit

of the representative, and the hospitality of his con-

stituents. The captain's peculiarities were not

confined to his external appearance ; for his voice

resembled the sound of a bassoon, or the aggregate

hum of a whole bee-hive, and his discourse was

almost nothing else than a series of quotations from

the English poets, interlarded with French phrases,

which he retained for their significance, on the re-

commendation of his friends, being himself unac-

quainted with that or any other outlandish tongue.

Fathom, finding this gentleman of a very com-

municative disposition, thought he could not have

a fairer opportunity of learning the history of his

fellow-prisoners ; and, turning the conversation on

that subject, was not disappointed in his expecta-

tion. " I don*t doubt, sir," said he, with the ut-

most solemnity of declamation, " but you look with

horror upon every object that surrounds you in

this uncomfortable place ; but, nevertheless, here

are some, who, as my friend Shakespeare has it,

have seen better days, and have with holy bell been

knotted to church ; and sat at good men's feasts, and

wiped their eyes of drops that sacred pity hath en-

gendered. You must know, sir, that, exclusive of

the canaille, or the profanum vulgus, as they are

styled by Horace, there are several small commu-

nities in the gaol, consisting of people who are at-

tracted by the manners and dispositions of each

other ; for this place, sir, is quite a microcosm, and,

as the great world, so is this, a stage, and all the

men and. women merely players. For my own part,

sir, I have always made it a maxim to associate

with the best of company I can find. Not that I

pretend to boast of my family or extraction ; be-

cause, you know, as the poet says, Vix ea nostra

voco. My father, 'tis true, was a man that piqued

himself upon his pedigree, as well as upon his

politesse and personal merit; for he had been a

very old officer in the army, and I myself may say

I was born with a spontoon in my hand. Sir, I

have had the honour to serve his majesty these

twenty years, and have been bandied about in the

course of duty through all the British plantations,

and you see the recompense of all my service. But

this is a disagreeable subject, and therefore I shall

wave it ; however, as Butler observes,

My only comfort is, that now
My dubbolt fortune is so low,

That either it must quickly end,

Or turn about again and mend.

" And now, 'to return from this digression, you

will perhaps be surprised to hear that the head or

chairman of our club is really a sovereign prince ;

no less, I'll assure you, than the celebrated Theo-

dore King of Corsica, who lies in prison for a debt

of a few hundred pounds. Heu .' quantum mutatus

ab illo. It is not my business to censure the con-

duet of my superiors ; but I always speak my
mind in a cavalier manner, and as, according to

the Spectator, talking to a friend is no more than

thinking aloud, entre nous, his Corsican majesty

has been scurvily treated by a certain administra-

tion. Be that as it will, he is a personage of a

very portly appearance, and is quite master of the

bienseance. Besides, they will find it their interest

to have recourse again to his alliance ; and in that

case some of us may expect to profit by his re-

storation. But few words are best.

He that maintains the second rank in our as-

sembly is one Major Macleaver, an Irish gentleman,

who has served abroad ; a soldier of fortune, sir, a

man of unquestionable honour and courage, but a

little overbearing, in consequence of his knowledge

and experience. He is a person of a good address,

to be sure, and quite free of the mauvaise honte,

and he may have seen a good deal of service. But

what then? other people may be as good as he,

though they have not had such opportunities ; if

he speaks five or six languages, he does not pre-

tend to any taste in the liberal arts, which are the

criterion of an accomplished gentleman.

The next is Sir Mungo Barebones, the repre-

sentative of a very ancient family in the north ;
his

affairs are very much deranged, but he is a gentle-

man of great "probity and learning, and at present

engaged in a very grand scheme, which, if he can

brmg it to bear, will render him famous to all

posterity ; no less than the conversion of the Jews

and the Gentiles. The project, I own, looks chime-

rical to one who has not conversed with the author

;

but, in my opinion, he has clearly demonstrated,

from an anagrammatical analysis of a certain

Hebrew word, that his present Majesty, whom God
preserve, is the person pointed at in Scripture as

the temporal Messiah of the Jews ; and, if he could

once raise by subscription such a trifling sum as

twelve hundred thousand pounds, I make no doubt

but he would accomplish his aim, vast and romantic

as it seems to be.

Besides these, we have another messmate, who is

a French chevalier, and odd sort of a man, a kind

of Lazarillo de Tonnes, a caricatura ; he wears a

long beard, pretends to be a great poet, and makes

a d—ed fracas with his verses. The king has

been obliged to exert his authority over him more

than once, by ordering him into close confinement,

for which he was so rash as to send his majesty a

challenge ; but he afterwards made his submission,

and was again taken into favour. The truth is, I

believe his brain is a little disordered, and he being

a stranger, we overlook his extravagancies.

Sir, we shall think ourselves happy in your acces-

sion to our society. You will be under no sort of

restraint ; for, though we dine at one table, every

individual calls and pays for his own mess. Our

conversation, such as it is, will not, I hope, he dis-

agreeable ; and though we have not opportunities

of breathing the pure Arcadian air, and cannot,

" under the shade of melancholy boughs, lose and

neglect the creeping hours of time," we may enjoy

ourselves over a glass of punch or a dish of tea.

Nor are we destitute of friends, who visit us in

these shades of distress. The major has a numerous

acquaintance of both sexes ;
among others, a first

cousin of good fortune, who, with her daughters,

often cheer our solitude; she is a very sensible

lady-like gentlewoman, and the young ladies have

a certain degagee air, that plainly shows they have

seen the best company. Besides, I will venture to

recommend Mrs. Minikin, as a woman of tolerable

breeding and capacity, who, I hope, will not be

found altogether deficient in the accomplishments

of the sex. So that we find means to make little

parties, in which the time glides away insensibly.

Then I have a small collection of books which are

at your service. You may amuse yourself with

Shakspeare, or Milton, or Don Quixote, or any of

our modern authors that are worth reading, such

as the adventures of Loveill, Lady Frail, George

Edwards, Joe Thompson, Bampfylde Moore Carew.

Young Scarron, and Miss Betsy Thoughtless ;
ana



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 535

if you have a taste for drawing, I can entertain you
with a parcel of prints by the best masters."

A man of our hero's politeness could not help ex-
pressing himself in the warmest terms of gratitude

for this courteous declaration. He thanked the
captain in particular for his obliging offers, and
begged he would be so good as to present his

respects to the society, of which he longed to be a
member. It was determined, therefore, that Mini-
kin should return in an hour, when the Count would
be dressed, in order to conduct him into the pre-
sence of his majesty; and he had already taken his

leave for the present, when all of a sudden he came
back, and taking hold of a waistcoat that lay upon a
chair, " Sir;" said he, " give me leave to look at

that fringe ; I think it is the most elegant knitting
I ever saw. But pray, Sir, are not these quite out
of fashion ? I thought plain silk, such as this that

I wear, had been the mode, with the pockets very
low." Before Fathom had time to make any sort

of reply, he took notice of his hat and pumps ; the
first of which, he said, was too narrow in the
brims, and the last an inch too low in the heels.

Indeed they formed a remarkable contrast with his

own
; for, exclusive of the fashion of the cock,

which resembled the form of a Roman gailey, the
brim of his hat, if properly spread, would have
projected a shade sufficient to shelter a whole file

of musketeers from the heat of a summer's sun

;

and the heels of his shoes were so high as to raise

his feet three inches at least from the surface of
the earth,

Having made these observations, for the credit

of his taste, he retired, and returning at the time
appointed, accompanied Ferdinand to the apart-
ment of the king, at the doors of which their ears
were invaded with a strange sound, being that of
a human voice imitating the noise of a drum. The
captain, hearing this alarm, made a full stop, and,
giving the Count to understand that his majesty
was busy, begged he would not take it amiss, if the
introduction should be delayed for a few moments.
Fathom, curious to know the meaning of what he
had heard, applied to his guide for information, and
learned that the king and the major, whom he had
nominated to the post of his general-in-chief, were
employed in landing troops upon the Genoese terri-

tory ; that is, that they were settling beforehand
the manner of their disembarkation.
He then, by the direction of his conductor, recon-

noitred them through the key-hole, and perceived
the sovereign and his minister sitting on opposite
sides of a deal board table, covered with a large
chart or map, upon which he saw a great number
of muscle and oyster-shells ranged in a certain
order, and, at a little distance, several regular
squares and columns made of cards cut in small
pieces. The prince himself, whose eyes were rein-
forced by spectacles, surveyed this armament with
great attention, while the general put the whole in

action, and conducted their motions by beat of
drum. The muscle-shells, according to Minikin's
explanation, represented the transports, the oyster-
shells were considered as the men of war that
covered the troops in landing, and the pieces of
card exhibited the different bodies into which the
army was formed upon its disembarkation.
As an affair of such consequence could not be

transacted without opposition, they had provided
divers ambuscades, consisting of the enemy, whom
they represented by grey peas ; and accordingly

General Macleaver, perceiving the said grey peas
marching along shore to attack his forces before

they could be drawn up in battalia, thus addressed

himself to the oyster-shells, in an audible voice :

—

" You men of war, don't you see the front of the

enemy advancing, and the rest of the detachment
following out of sight ? Arrah ! the devil burn
you, why don't you come ashore and open your
batteries ?" So saying, he pushed the shells towards
the breach, performed the cannonading with his

voice, the grey peas were soon put in confusion,

the general was beat, the cards marched forwards
in order of battle, and the enemy having retreated

with great precipitation, they took possession of
their ground without farther difficulty.

CHAPTER XL.
He contemplates Majesty and its Satellites in eclipse.

This expedition being happily finished, General
Macleaver put the whole army, navy, transports,

and scene of action into a canvass bag, the prince
unsaddled his nose, and Captain Minikin being ad-
mitted, our hero was introduced in form. Very
gracious was the reception he met with from his

majesty, who, with a most princely demeanour,
welcomed him to court, and even seated him on his

right hand, in token of particular regard. True it

is, this presence-chamber was not so superb, nor
the appearance of the king so magnificent, as to

render such an honour intoxicating to any person
of our hero's coolness and discretion. In lieu of
tapestry, the apartment was hung with halfpenny
ballads, a truckle-bed without curtains supplied the
place of a canopy, and instead of a crown his

majesty wore a woollen night-cap. Yet, in spite

of these disadvantages, there was an air of dignity
in his deportment, and a nice physiognomist would
have perceived something majestic in the features

of his countenance.
He was certainly a personage of a very prepos-

sessing mien ; his manners were engaging, his

conversation agreeable, and any man whose heart
was subject to the meltings of humanity would
have deplored his distress, and looked upon him as

a most pathetic instance of that miserable reverse
to which all human grandeur is exposed. His fall

was even greater than that of Belisarius, who, after

having obtained many glorious victories over the
enemies of his country, is said to have been re-

duced to such extremity of indigence, that, in his

old age, when he was deprived of his eye-sight, he
sat upon the highway like a common mendicant,
imploring the charity of passengers in the piteous
exclamation of Date obolum Belisario ; that is,

" Spare a farthing to your poor old soldier Beli-

sarius." I say, this general's disgrace was not so

remarkable as that of Theodore, because he was
the servant of Justinian, consequently his fortune
depended upon the nod of that emperor ; whereas
the other actually possessed the throne of sove-
reignty by the best of all titles, namely, the unani-
mous election of the people over whom he reigned

;

and attracted the eyes of all Europe, by the efforts

he made in breaking the bands of oppression, and
vindicating that liberty which is the birthright of
man.
The English of former days, alike renowned for

generosity and valour, treated those hostile princes,
whose fate it was to wear their chains, with such
delicacy of benevolence, as even dispelled the
horrors of captivity ; but their posterity of this
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refined age feel no compunction at seeing an unfor-

tunate monarch, their former friend, ally, and par-

tizan, languish amidst the miseries of a loathsome

gaol, for a paltry deht contracted in their own
service. But, moralizing apart, our hero had not

long conversed with this extraordinary debtor, who
in his present condition assumed no other title than

that of Baron, than he perceived in him a spirit of

Quixotism, which all his experience, together with

the vicissitudes of his fortune, had not been able to

overcome. Not that his ideas soared to such a

pitch of extravagant hope as that which took pos-

session of his messmates, who frequently quarrelled

one with another about the degrees of favour to

which they should be entitled after the king's res-

toration ; but he firmly believed that affairs would

speedily take such a turn in Italy, as would point

out to the English court the expediency of employ-

ing him again ; and this persuasion seemed to

support him against every species of poverty and

mortification.

While they were busy in trimming the balance

of power on the other side of the Alps, their de-

liberations were interrupted by the arrival of a

scullion, who came to receive their orders touching

the bill of fare for dinner, and his majesty found

much more difficulty in settling this important

concern, than in compromising all the differences

between the emperor and the queen of Spain. At
length, however, General Macleaver undertook the

office of purveyor for his prince ;
Captain Minikin

insisted upon treating the Count; and in a little

time the table was covered with a cloth, which, for

the sake of my delicate readers, I will not attempt

to describe.

At this period they were joined by Sir Mungo
Barebones, who, having found means to purchase a

couple of mutton chops, had cooked a mess of

broth, which he now brought in a saucepan to the

general rendezvous. This was the most remarkable

object which had hitherto presented itself to the

eyes of Fathom. Being naturally of a meagre

habit, he was, by indigence and hard study, wore

almost to the bone, and so bended towards the

earth, that in walking his body described at least

150 degrees of a circle. The want of stockings

and shoes he supplied with a jockey straight boot

and an half jack. His thighs and middle were

cased in a monstrous pair of brown trunk breeches,

which the keeper bought for his use from the

executor of a Dutch seaman who had lately died

in the gaol. His shirt retained no signs of its

original colour, his body was shrouded in an old

greasy tattered plaid night-gown ; a blue and white

handkerchief surrounded his head, and his looks

betokened that immense load of care which he had

voluntarily incurred for the eternal salvation of

sinners. Yet this figure, uncouth as it was, made
his compliments to our adventurer in terms of the

most elegant address, and, in the course of conver-

sation, disclosed a great fund of valuable knowledge.

He had appeared in the great world, and borne

divers offices of dignity and trust with universal

applause. His courage was undoubted, his morals

were unimpeached, and his person held in great

veneration and esteem ; when his evil genius en-

gaged him in the study of Hebrew, and the myste-

ries of the Jewish religion, which fairly disordered

his brain, and rendered him incapable of managing
his temporal affairs. "When he ought to have been
employed in the functions of his post, he was

always wrapt in visionary conferences with Moses
on the Mount ; rather than regulate the economy
of his household, he chose to exert his endeavours

in settling the precise meaning of the word Elohim

;

and having discovered that now the period was
come, when the Jews and Gentiles would be con-

verted, he postponed every other consideration, in

order to facilitate that great and glorious event.

By this time Ferdinand had seen every member
of the club, except the French chevalier, who
seemed to be quite neglected by the society ; for

his name was not once mentioned during this com-
munication, and they sat down to dinner, without

asking whether he was dead or alive. The king

regaled himself with a plate of ox cheek ; the

major, who complained that his appetite had for-

saken him, amused himself with some forty hard

eggs, malaxed with salt butter; the knight indulged

upon his soup and bouilli, and the captain enter-

tained our adventurer with a neck of veal roasted

with potatoes ; but before Fathom could make use

of his knife and fork, he was summoned to the

door, where he found the chevalier in great agita-

tion, his eyes sparkling like coals of fire.

Our hero was not a little surprised at this appa-

rition, who, having asked pardon for the freedom

he had used, observed, that, understanding the

Count was a foreigner, he could not dispense with

appealing to him concerning an outrage he had

suffered from the keeper, w ho, without any regard

to his rank or misfortunes, had been base enough
to refuse him credit for a few necessaries, until he

could have a remittance from his steward in France

;

he therefore conjured Count Fathom, as a stranger

and nobleman like himself, to be the messenger of

defiance, which he resolved to send to that brutal

gaoler, that, for the future, he might learn to make
proper distinctions in the exercise of his function.

Fathom, who had no inclination to offend this

choleric Frenchman, assured him that he might

depend upon his friendship ;
and, in the mean time,

prevailed upon him to accept of a small supply, in

consequence of which he procured a pound of

sausages, and joined the rest of the company with-

out delay ;
making a very suitable addition to such

an assemblage of rarities. Though his age did not

exceed thirty years, his beard, which was of a

brindled hue, flowed down, like Aaron's, to his

middle. Upon his legs he wore red stockings

rolled up over the joint of the kne«, his breeches

were of blue drab, with vellum button-holes, and

garters of gold lace, his waistcoat of scarlet, his

coat of rusty black cloth, his hair, twisted into a

ramiiie, hung down to his rump, of the colour of

. jet. and his hat was adorned with a white feather.

This original had formed many ingenious schemes

to increase the glory and grandeur of France, but

was discouraged by Cardinal Fleury, who, in all

appearance, jealous of his great talents, not only

rejected his projects, but even sent him to prison,

on pretence of being offended at his impertinence.

Ferceiving that, like the prophet, he had no honour

in his own country, he no sooner obtained his re-

lease, than he retired to England, where he was

prompted by his philanthropy to propose an ex-

pedient to our ministry, which would have saved a

vast effusion of blood and treasure ; this was an

agreement between the Queen of Hungary and the

late Emperor, to decide their pretensions by a single

combat ; in which case he offered himself as the

Bavarian champion : but in this endeavour he also
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proved unsuccessful. Then turning his attention

to the delights of poetry, he hecame so enamoured
of the muse, that he neglected every other consi-

deration, and she as usual gradually conducted him
to the author's never failing goal ; a place of rest

appointed for all those sinners -whom the profane

love of poesy hath led astray.

CHAPTER XLI.
One Quarrel iscompromised, and another decided by unusual

Aims.

Among other topics of conversation that were dis-

cussed at this genial meeting, Sir Mungo's scheme
was brought upon the carpet by his majesty, who
was graciously pleased to ask how his subscription

filled ? To this interrogation the knight answered,

that he met with great opposition from a spirit of

levity and self-conceit, which seemed to prevail in

this generation, but that no difficulties should dis-

courage him from persevering in his duty ; and he
trusted in God, that, in a very little time, he should

be able to confute and overthrow the false philosophy

of the moderns, and to restore the writings of Moses
to that preeminence and veneration which is due to

an inspired author. He spoke of the immortal
Newton with infinite contempt, and undertook to

extract from the Pentateuch a system of chronology
which would ascertain the progress of time since

the fourth day of the creation to the present hour,

with such exactness, that not one vibration of a

pendulum should be lost
;
nay, he affirmed that the

perfection of all arts and sciences might be attained

by studying these secret memoirs, and that he him-
self did not despair of learning from them the art

of transmuting baser metals into gold.

The chevalier, though he did not pretend to con-
tradict these assertions, was too much attached to

his own religion to acquiesce in the knight's project

of converting the Jews and the Gentiles to the

Protestant heresy, which, he said, God Almighty
Mould never suffer to triumph over the interests of
his own holy catholic church. This objection pro-

duced abundance of altercation between two very
unequal disputants ; and the Frenchman, finding

himself puzzled by the learning of his antagonist,

had recourse to the argumentum ad horninem, by
laying his hand upon his sword, and declaring that

he was ready to lose the last drop of his blood in

opposition to such a damnable scheme.

Sir Mungo, though in all appearance reduced to

the last stage of animal existence, no sooner heard
this epithet applied to his plan, than his eyes
gleamed like lightning, he sprung from his seat

with the agility of a grasshopper, and, darting him-
self out at the door like an arrow from a bow, re-

appeared in a moment with a long rusty weapon,
which might have been shown among a collection

of rarities as the sword of Guy Earl of Warwick.
This implement he brandished over the chevalier's

head with the dexterity of an old prize-fighter, ex-
claiming, in the French language, " Thou art a
profane wretch marked out for the vengeance of
Heaven, whose unworthy minister I am, and here
thou shalt fall by the sword of the Lord and of
Gideon."
The chevalier, unterrified by this dreadful saluta-

tion, desired he would accompany him to a more
convenient place ; and the world might have been
deprived of one or both these knights-errant, had
not General Macleaver, at the desire of his majesty,

interposed, and found means to bring matters to an
accommodation.

In the afternoon the society was visited by the
major's cousin and her daughters, who no sooner
appeared than they were recognized by our adven-
turer, and his acquaintance with them renewed in

such a manner as alarmed the delicacy of Captain
Minikin, who in the evening repaired to the Count's
apartment, and with a formal physiognomy, accosted
him in these words :

" Sir, I beg pardon for this

intrusion, but I come to consult you about an affair

in which my honour is concerned, and a soldier

without honour, you know, is no better than a body
without a soul. I have always admired that speech
of Hotspur in the first part of Henry the Fourth :

" By Heaven, methinks it were an easy leap.

To pluck bright honour from the pale-fac'd moon

;

Or dive into the bottom of the deep,
Where fathom-line could never touch the ground,
And pluck up drowned honour by the locks

—

"

" There is a boldness and ease in the expression,
and the images are very picturesque. But, without
any further preamble, pray, sir, give me leave to

ask how long you have been acquainted with those
ladies who drank tea with us this afternoon. You'll
forgive the question, sir, when I tell you that Major
Macleaver introduced Mrs. Minikin to them as to

ladies of character, and, I don't know how, sir, I
have a sort of presentiment that my wife has been
imposed upon. Perhaps I may be mistaken, and
God grant I may. But there was a je ne sais quoi
in their behaviour to-day, which begins to alarm my
suspicion. Sir, I have nothing but my reputation
to depend upon, and I hope you will excuse me,
when I earnestly beg to know what rank they
maintain in life."

Fathom, without minding the consequence, told

him, with a simper, that he knew them to be very
good-natured ladies, who devoted themselves to the
happiness of mankind. This explanation had no
sooner escaped from his lips, than the captain's face
began to glow with indignation, his eyes seemed
bursting from their spheres, he swelled to twice his

natural dimensions, and, raising himself on his tip-

toes, pronounced, in a strain that emulated thunder,
"Blood! sir, you seem to make very light of the
matter, but it is no joke to me, I'll assure you, and
Macleaver shall see that I am not to be affronted

with impunity. Sir, I shall take it as a singular

favour if you will be the bearer of a billet to him,
which I shall write in three words

;
nay, sir, you

must give me leave to insist upon it, as you are the
only gentleman of our mess whom I can intrust

with an affair of this nature."

Fathom, rather than run the risk of disobliging
such a punctilious warrior, after having in vain at-

tempted to dissuade him from his purpose, undertook
to carry the challenge, which was immediately
penned in these words :

"Sir,—You have violated my honour in imposing upon
Mrs. Minikin your pretended cousins as ladies of virtue and
reputation. I therefore demand such satisfaction as a soldier
ought to receive, and expect you will adjust with my friend
Count Fathom the terms upon which you shall be met by the
much injured Goliaii Minikis."

This morceau being sealed and directed, was
forthwith carried by our adventurer to the lodgings
of the major, who had by this time retired to rest,

but hearing the Count's voice, he got up and opened
the door in cucrpo, to the astonishment of Ferdinand
who had never before seen such an Herculeaii
figure. He made an apology for receiving the
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Count in his birthday suit, to which he said he was
reduced by the heat of his constitution, though he
might have assigned a more adequate cause, by
owning that his shirt was in the hands of his

washer-woman ; then shrouding himself in a
blanket, desired to know what had procured him
the honour of such an extraordinary visit. He
read the letter with great composure, like a man
accustomed to such intercourse ; then addressing

himself to the bearer, " I will be after diverting the

gentleman," said he, " in any manner he shall think

proper; but, by Jesus, this is no place for such

amusements, because, as you well know, my dear

Count, if both should be killed by the chance of

war, neither of us will be able to escape, and after

the breath is out of his body, he will make but a

sorry excuse to his family and friends. But that is

no concern of mine, and therefore I am ready to

please him in his own way."
Eathom approved of his remarks, which he rein-

forced with sundry considerations, to the same
purpose, and begged the assistance of the major's

advice, in finding some expedient to terminate the

affair without bloodshed, that no troublesome con-

sequences might ensue either to him or to his an-

tagonist, who, in spite of this overstraining formality,

seemed to be a person of worth and good-nature.
" With all my heart," said the generous Hibernian,
" I have a great regard for the little man, and my
own character is not to seek at this time of day. I

have served a long apprenticeship to fighting, as

this same carcase can testify, and if he compels me
to run him through the body, by my shoul, I shall

do it in a friendly manner."
So saying, he threw aside the blanket, and dis-

played scars and seams innumerable upon his body,

which appeared like an old patched leathern doublet.

"I remember," proceeded this champion, "when
I was a slave at Algiers, Murphy Macmorris and I

happened to have some difference in the bagnio,

upon which he bade me turn out. Arra, for what ?

said I, here are no weapons that a gentleman can
use, and you would not be such a negro as to box
like an English carman. After he had puzzled

himself for some time, he proposed that we should

retire into a corner, and funk one another with

brimstone, till one of us should give out. Accord-
ingly we crammed half a dozen tobacco pipes with

sulphur, and, setting foot to foot, began to smoke,
and kept a constant fire, until Macmorris dropped
down ; then I threw away my pipe, and taking poor
Murphy in my arms, What are you dead ? said I

;

if you are dead, speak. No, by Jesus ! cried he,

I au't dead, but I'm speechless. So he owned I had
obtained the victory, and we were as good friends as

ever. Now, if Mr. Minikin thinks proper to put

the affair upon the same issue, I will smoke a pipe

of brimstone with him to-morrow morning, and if

I cry out first, I will be after asking pardon for this

supposed affront."

Fathom could not help laughing at the proposal,

to which, however, he objected on account of

Minikin's delicate constitution, which might suffer

more detriment from breathing in an atmosphere
of sulphur than from the discharge of a pistol, or

the thrust of a small sword, He therefore suggested
auother expedient in lieu of the sulphur, namely,
the gum called assaftrtida, which, though abun-
dantly nauseous, could have no effect upon the

infirm texture of the lieutenant's lungs. This hint

being relished by the major, our adventurer re-

turned to his principal, and having repeated the

other's arguments against the use of mortal instru-

ments, described the succedaneum which he had
concerted with Macleaver. The captain at first

believed the scheme was calculated for subjecting

him to the ridicule of his fellow-prisoners, and
began to storm with great violence

; but, by the
assurances and address of Fathom, he was at length

reconciled to the plan, and preparations were made
on each side for this duel, which was actually

smoked next day, about noon, in a small closet,

detached from the challenger's apartment, and
within hearing of his majesty, and all his court,

assembled as witnesses and umpires of the contest.

The combatants, being locked up together, began
to ply their engines with great fury, and it was not

long before Captain Minikin perceived he had a

manifest advantage over his antagonist. For his

organs were familiarised to the effluvia of this drug,
which he had frequently used in the course of an
hypochondriac disorder ; whereas Macleaver, who
was a stranger to all sorts of medicine, by his wry
faces and attempts to puke, expressed the utmost
abhorrence of the smell that invaded his nostrils.

Nevertheless, resolved to hold out to the last ex-
tremity, he continued in action until the closet was
filled with such an intolerable vapour as discomposed
the whole economy of his entrails, and compelled
him to disgorge his breakfast in the face of his

opponent, whose nerves were so disconcerted by
tliis disagreeable and unforeseen discharge, that he
fell back into his chair in a swoon, and the major
bellowed aloud for assistance. The door being
opened, he ran directly to the window, to inhale

the fresh air, while the captain, recovering from his

fit, complained of Macleaver's unfair proceeding,

and demanded justice of the arbitrators, who de-

cided in his favour ; and the major being prevailed

upon to ask pardon for having introduced Mrs.
Minikin to women of rotten reputation, the parties

were reconciled to each other, and peace and con-

cord re-established in the mess.

Fathom acquired universal applause for his dis-

creet and humane conduct upon this occasion ; and
that same afternoon had an opportunity of seeing

the lady in whose cause he had exerted himself.

He was presented to her as the husband's particular

friend, and when she understood how much she

was indebted to his care and concern for the cap-

tain's safety, she treated him with uncommon marks
of distinction ; and he found her a genteel well-

bred woman, not without a good deal of personal

charms, and a well-cultivated understanding.

CHAPTER XLHI.
An unexpected Rencounter, and a happy Revolution in the

Affairs of our Adventurer.

As she did not lodge within the precincts of this

garrison, she was one day, after tea, conducted to

the gate by the captain and the Count, and just as

they approached the turnkey's lodge, our hero's

eyes were struck with the apparition of his old com-
panion Renaldo, son of his benefactor and patron,

the Count de Melvil. What were the emotions of

his soul, when he saw that young gentleman enter

the prison, and advance towards him, after having

spoke to the jailer ! He never doubted that, being

informed of his confinement, he was come to up-

braid him with his villany and ingratitude, and he

in vain endeavoured to recollect himself from that
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terror and guilty confusion which his appearance

had inspired ; when the stranger, lifting up his eyes,

started back with signs of extreme amazement, and,

after a considerable pause, exclaimed, " Heaven
and earth ! Sure my eyes do not deceive me ! is

not your name Fathom ? It is, it must be my old

friend and companion, the loss of whom I have so

long regretted !" With these words he ran towards
our adventurer, and, while he clasped him in his

arms with all the eagerness of affection, protested

that this was one of the happiest days he had ever

seen.

Ferdinand, who, from this salutation, concluded
himself still in possession of Renaldo's good opinion,

was not deficient in expressions of tenderness and
joy ; he returned his embraces with equal ardour,

the tears trickled down his cheeks, and that pertur-

bation which proceeded from conscious perfidy

and fear, was mistaken by the unsuspecting Hun-
garian for the sheer effects of love, gratitude and
surprise. These first transports having subsided,

they adjourned to the lodgings of Fathom, who
soon recollected his spirits and invention so well

as to amuse the other with a feigned tale of his

having been taken by the French, sent prisoner

into Champaigne, from whence he had written

many letters to Count Melvil and his son, of whom
he could hear no tidings ; of his having contracted

an intimacy with a young nobleman of France,
who died in the flower of his age, after having, in

token of his friendship, bequeathed to him a con-
siderable legacy ; by this he had been enabled to

visit the land of his forefathers in the character of

a gentleman, which he had supported with some
figure, until he was betrayed into a misfortune that

exhausted his funds, and drove him to the spot

where he was now found. And he solemnly de-

clared, that, far from forgetting the obligation he
owed to Count Melvil, or renouncing the friendship

of Renaldo, he had actually resolved to set out for

Germany on his return to the house of his patron
in the beginning of the week posterior to that in

which he had been arrested.

Young Melvil, whose own heart had never known
the instigations of fraud, implicitly believed the

story and protestations of Fathom ; and though he
would not justify that part of his conduct by which
the term of his good fortune was abridged, he could

not help excusing an indiscretion into which he had
been hurried by the precipitancy of youth, and the

allurements of an artful woman. Nay, with the

utmost warmth of friendship, he undertook to wait

upon Trapwell, and endeavour to soften him into

some reasonable terms of composition.

Fathom seemed to be quite overwhelmed with a

deep sense of all this goodness, and affected the

most eager impatience to know the particulars of

Renaldo's fate, since their unhappy separation, more
especially his errand to this uncomfortable place,

which he should henceforth revere as the provi-

dential scene of their re-union. Nor did he forget

to inquire, in the most affectionate and dutiful

manner, about the situation of his noble parents

and amiable sister.

At mention of these names, Renaldo, fetching a

deep sigh, " Alas ! my friend," said he, " the count

is no more ;
and, what aggravates my affliction for

the loss of such a father, it was my misfortune to

be under his displeasure at the time of his death.

Had I been present on that melancholy occasion,

so well I knew his generosity and paternal tender-

ness, that, sure I am, he would in his last moments
have forgiven an only son, whose life had been a
continual effort to render himself worthy of such a
parent, and whose crime was no other than an
honourable passion for the most meritorious of her
sex. But I was removed at a fatal distance from
him, and doubtless my conduct must have been
invidiously misrepresented. Be that as it will, my
mother has again given her hand in wedlock to

Count Trebasi
; by whom I have the mortification

to be informed that I am totally excluded from my
father's succession ; and I learn from other quarters,

that my sister is barbarously treated by this in-

human father-in-law. Grant, Heaven, I may soon

have an opportunity of expostulating with the

tyrant upon that subject."

So saying, his cheeks glowed, and his eyes

lightened with resentment. Then he thus proceeded.
" My coming hither to-day, was with a view to

visit a poor female relation, from whom I yesterday

received a letter, describing her most deplorable

situation, and soliciting my assistance ; but the

turnkey affirms that there is no such person in the

gaol, and I was on my way to consult the keeper,

when I was agreeably surprised with the sight of

my dear Fathom."
Our adventurer having wiped from his eyes the

tears which were produced by the news of his wor-
thy patron's death, desired to know the name of
that afflicted prisoner, in whose behalf he interested

himself so much, and Renaldo produced the letter,

subscribed, " Your unfortunate cousin, Helen
Mevil." This pretended relation, after having
explained the degree of consanguinity which she and
the Count stood in to each other, and occasionally

mentioned some anecdotes of the family in Scot-

land, gave him to understand that she had married
a merchant of London, who, by repeated losses in

trade, had been reduced to indigence, and afterwards

confined in prison, where he then lay a breathless

corpse, having left her in the utmost extremity of

wretchedness and want, with two young children

in the smail-pox, and an incurable cancer in one
of her own breasts. Indeed, the picture she drew
was so moving, and her expressions so sensibly

pathetic, that no person, whose heart was not alto-

gether callous, could peruse it without emotion.

Renaldo had sent two guineas by the messenger,
whom she had represented as a trusty servant,

whose fidelity had been proof against all the distress

of her mistress ; and he was now arrived in order

to reinforce his bounty.

Fathom, in the consciousness of his own prac-
tices, immediately comprehended the scheme of this

letter, and confidently assured him that no such
person resided in the prison, or in any other place.

And when his friend applied for information to the
keeper, these assurances were confirmed ; and that

steru janitor told him he had been imposed upon by
a stale trick, which was often practised upon stran-

gers by a set of sharpers, who make it their busi-

ness to pick up hints of intelligence relating to

private families, upon which they build such super-
structures of fraud and imposition.

However piqued the young Hungarian might be
to find himself duped in this manner, he rejoiced at

the occasion which had thrown Fathom in his way

;

and, after having made him a tender of his purse,

took his leave, on purpose to wait upon Trapwell,
who was not quite so untractable as an enraged
cuckold commonly is

;
for, by this time, he had
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accomplished the best part of his aim, -which was
to be divorced from his wife, and was fully con-

vinced that the defendant was no more than a needy
adventurer, who, in all probability, would be re-

leased by an act of parliament for the benefit of

insolvent debtors ; in which case, he, the plaintiff,

would reap no solid advantage from his imprison-

ment.

He, therefore, listened to the remonstrances of

the mediator, and, after much canvassing, agreed to

discharge the defendant, in consideration of two
hundred pounds, which were immediately paid by
Count Melvil, who, by this deduction, was reduced

to somewhat less than thirty.

Nevertheless, he cheerfully beggared himself in

behalf of his friend, for whose release he forthwith

obtained an order ; and, next day, our adventurer,

having bid a formal adieu to his fellows in distress,

and, in particular, to his majesty, for whose restora-

tion his prayers were preferred, he quitted the gaol,

and accompanied his deliverer, with all the outward

marks of unutterable gratitude and esteem.

Surely, if his heart had been made of penetrable

stuff, it would have been touched by the circum-

stances of this redemption ; but had not his soul

been invincible to all such attacks, these memoirs
would possibly never have seen the light.

When they arrived at Eenaldo's lodgings, that

young gentleman honoured him with other proofs

of confidence and friendship, by giving him a cir-

cumstantial detail of all the adventures in which he

had been engaged after Fathom's desertion from
the imperial camp. He told him, that, immediately

after the war was finished, his father had pressed

him to a very advantageous match, with which he

would have complied, though his heart was not at

all concerned, had not he been inflamed with the

desire of seeing the world before he could take any
step towards a settlement for life. That he had
signified his sentiments on this head to the Count,

who opposed them with unusual obstinacy, as pro-

ductive of a delay which might be fatal to his pro-

posal ; for which reason he had retired incognito

from his family, and travelled through sundry states

and countries, in a disguise by which he eluded the

inquiries of his parents.

That, in the course of these peregrinations, he

was captivated by the irresistible charms of a young
ladv, on whose heart he had the good fortune to

make a tender impression. That their mutual love

had subjected both to many dangers and difficulties,

during which they suffered a cruel separation ; after

the torments of which, he had happily found her in

England, where she now lived entirely cut off from

her native country and connexions, and destitute

of every other resource but his honour, love, and
protection. And, finally, that he was determined

to combat his own desires, how violent soever they

might be, until he should have made some suitable

provision for the consequences of a stricter union

with the mistress of his soul, that he might not, by
a precipitate marriage, ruin the person whom he

adored.

This end he proposed to attain, by an application

to the court of Vienna, which he did not doubt

would have some regard to his own service, and
that of his father ; and thither he resolved to re-

pair, with the first opportunity, now that he had
found a friend with whom he could intrust the

inestimable jewel of his heart.

He likewise gave our hero to understand, that

he had been eight months in England, during which
he had lived in a frugal manner, that he might not

unnecessarily exhaust the money he had been able

to raise upon his own credit; that, hitherto, he had
been obliged to defer his departure for Germany,
on account of his attendance upon the mother of his

mistress, who was lately dead of sorrow and cha-

grin ; and that, since he resided in London ; he had
often heard of the celebrated Count Fathom, though
he never imagined that his friend Ferdinand could

be distinguished by that appellation.

CHAPTER XLIV.
Fathom justifies the Proverb, " What's bred in the bone will

never come out of the flesh."

Some circumstances of this conversation made a
deep impression upon the mind of our adventurer,

who nevertheless concealed his emotions from the

knowledge of his friend, and was next day intro-

duced to that hidden treasure of which Renaldo had
spoken with such rapture and adoration. It was not

without reason he had expatiated upon the personal

attractions of this young lady, whom, for the pre-

sent, we shall call Monimia, a name that implies her

orphan situation. When she entered the room, even
Fathom, whose eyes had been sated with beauty,

was struck dumb with admiration, and could scarce

recollect himself so far as to perform the ceremony
of his introduction.

She seemed to be about the age of eighteen. Her
stature was tall ; her motion graceful. A knot of

artificial flowers restrained the luxuriancy of her
fine black hair, that flowed in shining ringlets

adown her snowy neck. The contour of her face

was oval ; her forehead remarkably high ; her com-
plexion clean and delicate, though not florid ; and
her eyes were so piercing, as to strike the soul of

every beholder. Yet, upon this occasion, one half

of their vivacity was eclipsed by a languishing air

of melancholy concern ; which, while it in a man-
ner sheathed the edge of her beauty, added a most
engaging sweetness to her looks. In short, every

feature was elegantly perfect ; and the harmony of

the whole ravishing and delightful.

It was easy to perceive the mutual sentiments of

the two lovers at meeting, by the pleasure that sen-

sibly diffused itself in the countenances of both.

Fathom was received by her as the intimate friend

of her admirer, whom she had often heard of in

terms of the most sincere affection ; and the con-

versation was carried on in the Italian language,

because she was a foreigner who had not as yet

made great proficiency in the knowledge of the

English tongue. Her understanding was such as,

instead of diminishing, reinforced the prepossession

which was inspired by her appearance ; and if the

sum total of her charms could not melt the heart,

it at least excited the appetite of Fathom to such a

degree, that he gazed upon her with such violence

of desire, as had never transported him before ; and

he instantly began to harbour thoughts, not only

destructive to the peace of his generous patron, but

also to the prudential maxims he had adopted on

his first entrance into life.

We have already recorded divers instances of

his conduct to prove that there was an intemperance

in his blood, which often interfered with his

caution; and although he had found means to

render this heat sometimes subservient to his in-

terest, yet, in all probability, Heaven mingled the
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ingredient in his constitution, on purpose to coun-
teract his consummate craft, defeat the villany of
his intention, and at last expose him to the justice
ot the law, and the contempt of his fellow-creatures.

Stimulated as he was hy the beauty of the incom-
parable Mommia, he foresaw that the conquest of
her heart would cost him a thousand times more
labour and address than all the victories he had
ever achieved; for, besides her superior understand-
ing, her sentiments of honour, virtue, gratitude re-
ligion, and pride of birth, her heart was already
engaged by the tenderest ties of love and obligation,
to a man whose person and acquired accomplish-
ments at least equalled his own

; and whose con-
nexion with him was of such a nature as raised an
almost insurmountable bar to his design

; because
with what face could he commence rival to the
person whose family had raised him from want and
servility, and whose own generosity had rescuedmm trom the miseries of a dreary <rao\ ?

Notwithstanding these reflections, he would not
lay aside an idea which so agreeably flattered his
imagination. He, like every other projector in the
same circumstances, was so partial to his own
qualifications, as to think the lady would soon
perceive a difference between him and Renaldo
that could not fail to turn to his advantage in her
opinion. He depended a good deal on the levity
and inconstancy of the sex ; and did not doubt
that, m the course of their acquaintance, he should
pront by that langour which often creeps upon and
flattens the intercourse of lovers cloyed with the
sight and conversation of each other.

This way of arguing was very natural to a man
who had never known other motives than those of
sensuality and convenience; and perhaps, upon
these maxims, he might have succeeded with nine-
tenths of the fair sex. But, for once, he erred in
his calculation; Monimia's soul was perfect, her
virtue impregnable. His first approaches were
as usual, performed by the method of insinuation'
which succeeded so well, that in a few days he
actually acquired a very distinguished share of her
favour and esteem. To this he had been recom-
mended, in the warmest strain of exaggerating
friendship, by her dear Renaldo; so that, placing
the most unreserved confidence in his honour and
integrity, and being almost quite destitute of ac-
quaintance, she made no scruple of owning herself
pleased with his company and conversation ; and
therefore he was never abridged in point of oppor-
tunity. She had too much discernment to overlook
his uncommon talents and agreeable address, and
too much susceptibility to observe them with indif-
ference. She not only regarded him as the confi-
dant of her lover, but admired him as a person
whose attachment did honour to Count Melvil's
choice. She found his discourse remarkably en-
tertaining, his politeness dignified with an air of
uncommon sincerity, and she was ravished with his
skill in music, an art of which she was deeplv
enamoured. J

While he thus ingratiated himself with the fair
Monimia, Renaldo rejoiced at their intimacv, bein«-
extremely happy in the thought of having found a
friend who could amuse and protect the dear
creature in his absence. That she might be the
better prepared for the temporarv separation which
ne meditated, he began to be less frequent in bis
visits, or rather to interrupt, by gradual intermis-
sions, the constant attendance he had bestowed
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upon her since her mother's death. This alteration
she was enabled to bear by the assiduities of Fathom
when she understood that her lover was indis-
pensably employed in negotiating a sum of money
for the purposes of his intended voyage. This was
really the case

; for, as the reader hath been already
informed, the provision he had made for that
emergency was expended in behalf of our adven-
turer

;
and the persons of whom he had borrowed

it, far from approving of the use to which it was put
and accommodating him with a fresh supply, re-
proached him with his benevolence as an act of dis-
honesty to them; and, instead of favouring this
second application, threatened to distress him for
what he had already received. While he endea-
voured to surmount these difficulties, his small
reversion was quite exhausted, and he saw himself
on the brink of wanting the common necessaries
of life.

There was no difficulty which he could not have
encountered with fortitude, had he alone been con-
cerned But his affection and regard for Monimia
were of such a delicate nature, that far from bein°-
able to bear the prospect of her wanting the least
convenience, he could not endure that she should
suspect her situation cost him a moment's per-
plexity; because he foresaw it would wrino- her
gentle heart with unspeakable anguish and vexation
-I his, therefore, he endeavoured to anticipate by
expressions of confidence in the emperor's equity
and frequent declarations touching the goodness
and security of that credit from which he derived
his present subsistence.

CHAPTER XLVI.
Anecdotes of Poverty, and Experiments for the benefit of

those whom it may concern.

His affairs being thus circumstanced, it is not to be
supposed that he passed his time in tranquillity
livery day ushered in new demands and fresh anxiety;
tor though his economy was frugal, it could not be
supported without money ; and now not only his
funds were drained, but also his private friends
tired of relieving his domestic necessities

; nay
they began to relinquish his company, which for-
merly they had coveted; and those who still favoured
him with their company embittered that favour
with disagreeable advice, mingled with impertinent
reproof. They loudly exclaimed against the last
instance of his friendship for Fathom, as a piece of
wrong-headed extravagance, which neither his
fortune could afford, nor his conscience excuse •

and alleged that such specimens of generosity are
vicious in any man, let his finances be never so
opulent, if he has any relations of his own who need
his assistance; but altogether scandalous, not to say
unjust, m a person who depends for his own support
on the favour of his friends.

These expostulations did not even respect the
beauteous, the accomplished, the gentle-hearted, the
orphan Monimia. Although they owned her per-
fections, and did not deny that it would be hiffhlv
meritorious m any man of fortune to -make her
happy, they disapproved of Renaldo's attachment to
the fair beggar, made light of that intimate union
ot hearts which subsisted between the two lovers
and which no human consideration could dissolve •

and some among them, in the consummation of
their prudence, ventured to hint a proposal of pro-
viding for herm the service of some lady of fashion
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Any reader of sensibility will easily conceive how

these admonitions were relished by a young gentle-

man whose pride was indomitable, whose notions ot

honour were scrupulously rigid and romantic, whose

temper was warm, and whose love was intense.

Every such suggestion was as a dagger to his soul;

and what rendered the torture more exquisite he

lay under obligations to those very-persons whose

selfish and sordid sentiments he disdained ;
so that

he was restricted bv gratitude from giving vent to

his indignation, and his forlorn circumstances would

not permit him to renounce their acquaintance.

While he struggled with these mortifications his

wants grew more and more importunate, and his

creditors became clamorous.

Fathom, to whom all his grievances were dis-

closed, lamented his hard hap with all the demon-

strations of sympathy which he could expect to

find in such a zealous adherent. He upbraided

himself incessantly as the cause of his patrons dis-

tress; took God to witness that he would rather

have perished in gaol than have enjoyed his liberty

had he known it would have cost his dearest friend

and benefactor one-tenth part of the anguish he now

saw him suffer ; and, in conclusion, the fervency of

his affection glowed to such a degree, that he offered

to beg, steal, or plunder on the highway, lor

Renaldo's assistance.

Certain it is, he might have recollected a less

disagreeable expedient than any of these to alleviate

the pangs of this unhappy lover ;
for at tha very

period he was possessed of money and movab.es to

the amount of a much greater sum than that which

was necessary to remove the severest pangs of the

Count's misfortune. But, whether he did not reflect

upon this resource, or was willing to let Metal be

better acquainted with adversity, which is the great

school of life, I shall leave the reader to determine.

Yet, so far was he from supplying the wants of the

young Hungarian, that he did not scruple to receive

a share of the miserable pittance which that gentle-

man made shift to extort from the complaisance of a

few companions, whose countenance he still enjoyed.

Renaldo's life was now become a sacrifice to the

most poignant distress. Almost his whole time

was engrossed by a double scheme, comprehending

his efforts to render his departure practicable, and

his expedients for raising the means of daily bread.

With regard to the first, he exerted himself among

a set of merchants, some of whom knew his family

and expectations; and, for the last, he was fain to

depend upon the assistance of a few intimates, who

were not in a condition to furnish him with sums

of consequence. These, however, gradually dropped

off, on pretence of friendly resentment for his in-

discreet conduct ; so that he found himself naked

and deserted by all his former companions, except

one gentleman, with whom he had lived m the most

unreserved correspondence, as with a person of the

warmest friendship, and the most unbounded bene-

volence : nav, he had actually experienced repeated

proofs of his' generosity ; and such were the Count s

sentiments of the gratitude, love, and esteem, which

were due to the author of these obkgations, that he

would have willingly laid down his own life for his

interest or advantage. He had already been at

different times accommodated by this benefactor

with occasional supplies, amounting in the whole to

about forty or fifty pounds ; and so fearful was he

of taking anv step by which he might forfeit the

good-will of this gentleman, that he struggled with

unparalleled difficulty and vexation, before he

could prevail upon himself to put his liberality to

another proof.

What maxims of delicacy will not the dire calls

of necessity infringe ! Reduced to the alternative

of applying once more to that beneficence which

had never failed him, or of seeing Monimia starve,

he chose the first, as of two evils the least, and

intrusted Fathom with a letter explaining the bitter-

ness of his case. It was not without trepidation

that he received in the evening from his messenger

an answer to this billet ; but what were his pangs

when he learned the contents '. The gentleman, after

having professed himself Metal's sincere well-

wisher gave him to understand, that he was

resolved for the future to detach himself from every

correspondence which would be inconvenient for

him to maintain ; that he considered his intimacv

with the Count in that light ;
yet, nevertheless, it

his distress was really as great as he had described

it he would still contribute something towards his

relief; and accordingly had sent by the bearer five

guineas for that purpose ; but desired him to take

notice, that, in so doing, he laid himself under some

difficultv. .„ . , . 3 •

Renaldo's grief and mortification at this dis-

appointment were unspeakable. He now saw de-

molished the last screen betwixt him and the

extremity of indigence and woe; he beheld the

mistress of his soul abandoned to the bleakest scenes

of poverty and want ; and he deeply resented the

lofty strain of the letter, by which he conceived

himself treated as a worthless spendthrift and

importunate beggar. Though his purse was ex-

hausted to the last shilling ;
though he was sur-

rounded with necessities and demands, and knew

not how to provide another meal for his fair

dependent, he, in opposition to all the suggestions

and eloquence of Fathom, despatched him with the

money and another billet, intimating in the most

respectful terms, that he approved of his friend s

new adopted maxim, which, for the future, he

should always take care to remember ; and that he

had sent back the last instance of his bounty, as a

proof how little he was disposed to incommode his

benefactor. , -. ta„
This letter, though sincerely meant, and written

in a very serious mood, the gentleman considered

as an ungrateful piece of irony, and in that opinion

complained to several persons of the Count s ac-

quaintance, who unanimously exclaimed against

him as a sordid, unthankful, and profligate knave

that abused and reviled those very people who had

generously befriended him, whenever they found it

inconvenient to nourish his extravagance with fur-

ther supplies. Notwithstanding these accumulated

oppressions, he still persevered with fortitude in his

endeavours to disentangle himself from this maze

of misery. To these he was encouraged by a letter

which about this time he received from his sister

importing, that she had good reason to believe the

real will of her father had been suppressed for

certain sinister views; and desiring him to hasten

his departure for Hungary where he
J™

<1 saU

find some friends who were both able and willing to

support his cause. He had some trinkets left^ the

pawnbroker's shop was stdl open ;
andTntherto

,

he

made shift to conceal from Monunia the extent ot

^T^'money broker whom he. employed £er

having amused him with a variety of schemes,
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which served no other purpose than that of pro-
tracting his own job, at length undertook to make
him acquainted with a set of monied men who had
been very venturous in lending sums upon per-
sonal security; he was therefore introduced to
their club in the most favourable manner, after the
broker had endeavoured to prepossess them sepa-
rately, with magnificent ideas of his family and
fortune.—By means of this anticipation he was
received with a manifest relaxation of that severity
which people of this class mingle in their aspects to
the world in general; and they even vied with each
other in their demonstrations of hospitality and
respect

; for every one in particular looked upon
him as a young heir, who would bleed freely, and
mortgage at cent per cent,

Renaldo, buoyed up with these exterior civilities,
began to natter himself with hopes of success,
which, however, were soon checked by the nature
of the conversation

; during which the chairman
upbraided one of the members in open club for
having once lent forty pounds upon slight security.
The person accused alleged, in his own defence,
that the borrower was his own kinsman, whose
funds he knew to be sufficient; that he had granted
his bond, and been at the expense of insuring his
life for the money; and, in conclusion, had dis-
charged it to the day with great punctuality. These
allegations were not deemed exculpatory by the rest
of the assembly, who with one voice pronouncedmm guilty of unwarrantable rashness and indiscre-
tion, which, in time coming, must undoubtedly
operate to the prejudice of his character and credit.

This was a bitter declaration to the young Count,
who nevertheless endeavoured to improve the foot-
ing he had gained among them, by courting their
company, conforming to their manners, and atten-
tively listening to their discourse. When he had
cultivated them with great assiduity for the space
of some weeks, dined at their houses upon pressing
invitations, and received repeated offers of service
and friendship, believing that things were now ripe
for the purpose, he, one day, at a tavern to which
he had invited him to dinner, ventured to disclose
his situation to him whose countenance was the
least unpromising; and as he introduced the busi-
ness with a proposal of borrowing money, he
perceived his eyes sparkle with a visible alacrity,
from which he drew a happy presage. But, alas !

this was no more than a transient gleam of sunshine,
which was suddenly obumbrated by the sequel of
his explanation

; insomuch, that, when the merchant
understood the nature of the security, his visage
was involved in a most disagreeable gloom, and
his eyes distorted into a most hideous obliquity of
vision : indeed he squinted so horribly, that Kenaldo
was amazed and almost affrighted at his looks,
until he perceived that this distortion proceeded
from concern for a silver tobacco box which he had
laid down by him on the table, after having filled
his pipe. As the youth proceeded to unfold his
necessities, the other became gradually alarmed for
this utensil, to which he darted his eyes askance in
this preternatural direction, until he had slily
secured it in his pocket.
Having made this successful conveyance, he

shifted his eyes alternately from the young gentle-
man to the broker for a considerable pause, during
which he in silence reproached the last for intro
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he, addressing himself to the Count, "if I had all
the inclination in the world to comply with your
proposal, it is really not in my power. My cor-
respondents abroad have remitted such a number
of bad bills of late, that all my running cash hath
been exhausted in supporting their credit. Mr.
Ferret, sure I am, you was not ignorant of my
situation

; and I'm not a little surprised that you
should bring the gentleman to me on business of
this kind

; but, as the wise man observes, Bray a
fool in a mortar, and he'll never be wise." So saying,
with a most emphatic glance directed to the broker,
he rung the bell, and called for the reckoning;
when, finding that he was to be the guest of Renaldo,
he thanked him drily for his good cheer, and in an
abrupt manner took himself away.
Though baffled in this quarter, the young gentle-

man would not despair; but forthwith employed
Mr. Ferret in an application to another of the
society

; who, after having heard the terms of his
commission, desired him to tell his principal, that
he could do nothing without the concurrence of
his partner, who happened to be at that time in one
of our American plantations. A third being so-
licited, excused himself on account of an oath
which he had lately taken on the back of a con-
siderable loss. A fourth being tried, made answer,
that it was not in his way. And a fifth candidly
owned, that he never lent money without proper
security.

Thus the forlorn Renaldo tried every experiment
without, success, and now saw the last ray of hope
extinguished. Well nigh destitute of present sup-
port, and encompassed with unrelenting duns, he
was obliged to keep within doors, and seek some
comfort in the conversation of his charming mis-
tress, and his faithful friend

; yet, even there, he
experienced the extremest rigour of adverse fate.
Every rap at the door alarmed him with the ex-
pectation of some noisy tradesman demanding
payment. When he endeavoured to amuse himself
with drawing, some unlucky feature of the occa-
sional portrait recalled the image of an obdurate
creditor, and made him tremble at the work of his
own hands. When he fled for shelter to the flatter-
ing creation of fancy, some abhorred idea always
started up amidst the gay vision, and dissolved the
pleasing enchantment.—Even the seraphic voice
of Monimia had no longer power to compose the
anxious tumults of his mind. Every song she
warbled, every tune she played, recalled to his
remembrance some scene of love and happiness
elapsed

; and overwhelmed his soul with the woeful
comparison of past and present fate. He saw all
that was amiable and perfect in woman, all that he
held most dear and sacred upon earth, tottering on
the brink of misery, without knowing the danger
of her situation, and found himself unable to pre-
vent her fall, or even to forewarn her of the peril

;

for as we have already observed, his soul could not
brook the thought of communicating the tidings of
distress to the tender-hearted Monimia.

ducing such a beggarly varlet to his acquaintance

;

then taking the pipe from his mouth, « Sir," said

CHAPTER XLVII.
Renaldo's Distress deepens, and Fathom's Plot thickens.

Such aggravated misfortune could not fail to affect
his temper and deportment. The continual efforts
he made to conceal his vexation produced a mani-
fest distraction in his behaviour and discourse. He
began to be seized with horror at the sight of poor
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Monimia, -whom he therefore shunned as much as

the circumstances of their correspondence -would

allow ; and every evening he -went forth alone to

some solitary place, where he could, unperceived

give a loose to the transports of his sorrow, and

in silence meditate some means to lighten the

burden of his woe. His heart was sometimes so

savaged with despair, which represented mankind as

his inveterate enemies, that he entertained thoughts

of denouncing war against the whole community,

and supplying his own wants with the spoils he

should win. At other times he was tempted with

the desire of putting an end to his miseries and lite

to°-ether. Yet these were hut the transitory sug-

gestions of temporary madness, that soon yielded

to the dictates of reason. From the execution of

the first he was restrained by his own notions of

honour and moralitv ; and, from using the other

expedient, he was deterred by his love for Mo-

nimia, together with the motives of philosophy and

religion.
, , .

While in this manner he secretly nursed the

worm of grief that preyed upon his vitals, the al-

teration in his countenance and conduct did not

escape the eyes of that discerning young lady.

She was alarmed at the change, yet afraid to in-

quire into the source of it; for, being ignorant ot

his distress, she could impute it to no cause m
which her happiness was not deeply interested.

She had observed his strained complaisance and

extraordinary emotion. She had detected him in

repeated attempts to avoid her company, and taken

notice of his regular excursions in the dark. 1 hese

were alarming symptoms to a lover of her delicacy

and pride. She strove in vain to put the most

favourable construction on what she saw; and,

finally, imputed the effects of his despondence to

the alienation of his heart. Made miserable be-

yond expression by these suspicions, she imparted

them to Fathom, who, by this time, was in lull

possession of her confidence and esteem, and im-

plored his advice touching her conduct in such a

nice conjuncture.
,

This artful politician, who rejoiced at the effect

of her penetration, no sooner heard himself ques-

tioned on the subject, than he gave tokens of sur-

prise and confusion, signifying his concern to find

she had discovered what, for the honour of his

friend, he wished had never come to light. His

behaviour on this occasion confirmed her fatal con-

jecture • and she conjured him, in the most pathetic

manner, to tell her if he thought Renaldo's heart

had contracted any new engagement. At this

question, he started with signs of extreme agita-

tion, and stifling an artificial sigh, " Sure, madam,

said he, " you cannot doubt the Count's constancy—

I am confident—he is certainly—I protest, madam,

I am so shocked."

Here he made a full pause, as if the conflict be-

tween his integrity and his friendship would not

allow him to proceed, and summoned the moisture

into either eye— "Then are my doubts removed,

cried the afflicted Monimia :
" I see your candour

in the midst of your attachment to Eenaldo ;
and

will no longer torment you with impertinent inter-

rogations and vain compkiints." With these words,

a flood of tears gushed from her enchanting eyes,

and she instantlv withdrew into her own apartment,

where she indulged her sorrow to excess. Nor

-was her grief unauimated with resentment. She

was by birth, nature, and education, inspired with

that dio-nitv of pride which ennobles the human

heart ; and'this, by the circumstance of her present

dependence, was rendered extremely jealous and

susceptible ; insomuch that she could not brook the

least shadow of indifference, much less an injury

of such a nature, from the man whom she had

honoured with her affections, and for whom she

had disobliged and deserted her family and friends.

Though her love was so unalterably fixed on this

unhappy youth, that, without the continuation of

reciprocal regard, her life would have become an

unsupportable burden, even amidst all the splendour

of affluence and pomp ; and although she foresaw,

that when his protection should cease, she must

be left a wretched orphan in a foreign land, ex-

posed to all the miseries of want ;
yet, such was the

loftiness of her displeasure, that she disdained to

complain, or even demand an explanation from the

supposed author of her wrongs.

While she continued undetermined in her pur-

pose, and fluctuating on this sea of torture, Fathom,

believino- that now was the season for working

upon her passions, while they were all in commo-

tion, became, if possible, more assiduous than ever

about the fair mourner, modelled his features into

a melancholy cast, pretended to share her distress

with the most emphatic sympathy, and endeavoured

to keep her resentment glowing by cunning in-

sinuations, which, though apparently designed to

apologize for his friend, served only to aggravate

the guilt of his perfidy and dishonour. This pre-

text of friendly concern is the most effectual

vehicle for the conveyance of malice and slander;

and a man's reputation is never so mortally stabbed,

as when the assassin begins with the preamble

of "For my own part, I can safely say that no

man upon earth has a greater regard for him than

I have • and it is with the utmost anguish and con-

cern that I see him misbehave in such a manner.

Then he proceeds to mangle his character, and the

good-natured hearers, concluding he is even blacker

than he is represented, on the supposition that the

most atrocious circumstances are softened or sup-

oressed by the tenderness or friendship of the

accuser, exclaim, "Good lack! what a wretch

he must be, when his best friends wdl no longei

attempt to defend him!" Nay, sometimes these

well-wishers undertake his defence, and treacher-

ouslv betray the cause they have espoused, by

omitting the reasons that may be urged in his

vindication. . , .,

Both these methods were practised by the wily

Ferdinand, according to the predominant passion

of Monimia. When her indignation prevailed, he

expatiated upon his love and sincere regard for Ke-

naldo, which, he said, had grown up from the cradle

to such a degree of fervour, that he would wi lingly

part with life for his advantage. He shed tears

for his apostacy ; but every drop made an indelible

stain upon his character ; and. in the bitterness_of

his crief, swore, notwithstanding his fondness for

Eenaldo, which had become a part of his constitu-

tion, that the young Hungarian deserved the most

infamous destiny for having injured such perfec-

tion At other times, when he found her melted

into silent sorrow, he affected to excuse the conduct

of his friend. He informed her, that the joung

gentleman's temper had been "f^n from W
infancy ; that frailty was natural to man that e

might in time be reclaimed by self-conviction he

even hinted, that she might have probably ascribed
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to inconstancy, what was really the effect of some
chagrin which he industriously concealed from his
participation. But, when he found her disposed to
listen to this last suggestion, he destroyed the force of
it, hy recollecting the circumstances of his nocturnal
rambles, which, he owned, would admit of no fa-
vourable construction.

By these means he blew the coals of her jealousy,
and enhanced the value of his own character at the
same time ; for she looked upon him as a mirror of
faith and integrity, and the mind being overcharged
with woe, naturally seeks some confidant, upon
whose sympathy it can repose itself. Indeed his
great aim was to make himself necessary to her
affliction, and settle a gossiping correspondence, in
the familiarity of which he hoped his purpose would
certainly be answered.
Yet the exertion of these talents was not limited

to her alone. While he laid these trains for the
hapless young lady, he was preparing snares of
another kind for her unsuspecting lover, who, for
the completion of his misery, about this time began
to perceive marks of disquiet and displeasure in
the countenance and deportment of his adored
Monimia. For that young lady, in the midst of
her grief, remembered her origin, and over her
vexation affected to throw a veil of tranquillity,
which served only to give an air of disgust to her
internal disturbance.

Renaldo, whose patience and philosophy were
barely sufficient to bear the load of his other evils,
would have been quite overwhelmed with the
additional burden of Monimia's woe, if it had not
assumed this appearance of disesteem, which, as
he knew he had not deserved it, brought his re-
sentment to his assistance. Yet this was but a
wretched cordial to support him against the baleful
reflections that assaulted him from every quarter

;

it operated like those desperate remedies, which,'
while they stimulate exhausted nature, help to de-
stroy the very fundamentals of the constitution.
He reviewed his own conduct with the utmost
severity, and could not recollect one circumstance
which could justly offend the idol of his soul. The
more blameless he appeared to himself in this ex-
amination, the less excusable did her behaviour
appear. He tasked his penetration to discover the
cause of this alteration ; he burned with impatience
to know it ; his discernment failed him, and he was
afraid, though he knew not why, to demand an
explanation. His thoughts were so circumstanced,
that he durst not even unbosom himself to Fathom,
though his own virtue and friendship resisted those
sentiments that began to intrude upon his mind,
with suggestions to the prejudice of our adven-
turer's fidelity.

Nevertheless, unable to endure the torments of
such interesting suspense, he at length made an
effort to expostulate with the fair orphan ; and in
an abrupt address, the effect of his fear and confu-
sion, begged to know if he had inadvertently done
any thing to incur her displeasure. Monimia hear-
ing herself bluntly accosted in this unusual strain,
after repeated instances of his reserve and supposed
inconstancy, considered the question as a fresh
insult, and, summoning her whole pride to her
assistance, replied, with affected tranquillity, or
rather with an air of scorn, that she had no title to
judge, neither did she pretend to condemn his con-
duct. This answer, so wide of that tenderness and
concern which had hitherto manifested itself in the

545

disposition of his amiable mistress, deprived him cf
all power to carry on the conversation, and he
retired with a low bow, fully convinced of his'
having irretrievably lost the place he had possessed
in her affection

; for, to his imagination, warped
and blinded by his misfortunes, her demeanour
seemed fraught, not with a transient gleam ofanger,
which a respectful lover would soon have appeased'
hue with that contempt and indifference which
denote a total absence of affection and esteem. She,
on the other hand, misconstrued his sudden retreat;
and now they beheld the actions of each other
through the false medium of prejudice and resent-
ment, To such fatal misunderstandings the peace
and happiness of whole families often fall a sacrifice.

CHAPTER XLVI.
Our Adventurer becomes absolute in his power over the
passions of his Friend, and effects one half of his Aim.

Influenced by this dire mistake, the breast of
those unhappy lovers began to be invaded with the
horrors of jealousy. The tender-hearted Monimia
endeavoured to devour her griefs in silence

; she in
secret bemoaned her forlorn fate without ceasing

;

her tears flowed without intermission from night to
morn, and from morn to night. She sought not to
know the object for which she was forsaken ; she
meant not to upbraid her undoer ; her aim was to
find a sequestered corner, in which she could in-
dulge her sorrow ; where she could brood over the
melancholy remembrance of her former felicity

;

where she could recollect those happy scenes she
had enjoyed under the wings of her indulgent
parents, when her whole life was a revolution of
pleasures, and she was surrounded with affluence,
pomp, and admiration ; where she could, unmolested,
dwell upon the wretched comparison between her
past and present condition, and paint every circum-
stance of her misery in the most aggravating
colours, that they might make the deeper impres-
sion upon her mind, and the more speedily con-
tribute to that dissolution for which she ardently
wished, as a total release from woe.
Amidst these pinings, she began to loathe all

sustenance
; her cheeks grew wan, her bright eyes

lost their splendour, the roses vanished from her
lips, and her delicate limbs could hardly support
their burden

; in a word, her sole consolation was
limited to the prospect of depositing her sorrows
in the grave ; and her only wish was to procure a
retreat in which she might wait with resignation
for that happy period. Yet this melancholy com-
fort she could not obtain without the advice and
mediation of Fathom, whom she therefore still con-
tinued to see and consult. While these consulta-
tions were held, Renaldo's bosom was ravaged
with tempests of rage and distraction. He believed
himself superseded in the affection of his mistress,
by some favoured rival, whose success rankled at
his soul

; and though he scarce durst communicate
the suspicion to his own heart, his observation con-
tinually whispered to him that he was supplanted
by his friend Fathom; for Monimia was totally
detached from the conversation of every other man,
and he had of late noted their intercourse with
distempered eyes.

These considerations sometimes transported him
to such a degree of frenzy, that he was tempted to
sacrifice them both as traitors to gratitude, friend-
ship, and love

; but such deliriums soon vanished
N N
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before his honour and humanity. He would not

allow himself to think amiss of Ferdinand, until

some undoubted mark of His guilt should appear

;

and this was so far from being the case, that hitherto

there was scarce a presumption. "On the contrary,

said he to himself, "I am hourly receiving proofs of

his sympathy and attachment. Not but that he

may be the innocent cause of my mishap. His

superior qualifications may have attracted the eye,

and engaged the heart of that inconstant fair,

without his being sensible of the victory he has

won
i

or, perhaps, shocked at the conquest he hath

unwillingly made, he discourages her advances,

tries to reason down her unjustifiable passion, and

in the mean time conceals from me the particulars,

out of regard to my happiness and quiet."

Under cover of these favourable conjectures, our

adventurer securely prosecuted his scheme iipon

the uufoi-tunate Monimia. He dedicated himself

wholly to her service and conversation, except at

those times when his company was requested by

Kenaldo, who now very seldom exacted his attend-

ance. In his ministry about the person of the

beauteous orphan, this cunning incendiary mingled

such awful regard, such melting compassion, as

effectually screened him from the suspicion of trea-

chery, while he widened the fatal breach between

her and her lover by the most diabolical insinua-

tions. He represented his friend as a voluptuary,

who gratified his own appetite without the least

regard to honour or conscience ; and, with a show

of infinite reluctance, imparted some anecdotes of

his sensuality, which he had feigned for the pur-

pose ; then he would exclaim in an affected trans-

port, " Gracious Heaven ! is it possble for any man

who has the least title to perception or humanity to

injure such innocence and perfection ! for my own

part, had I been so undeservedly happy Heaven

and earth ! forgive my transports, Madam, I cannot

help seeing and admiring such divine attractions.

I cannot help resenting your wrongs ; it is the

cause of virtue I espouse ; it ought to be the cause

of every honest man."

He had often repeated such apostrophes as these,

which she ascribed to nothing else than sheer

benevolence and virtuous indignation, and actually

began to think he had made some impression upon

her heart, not that he now entertained the hope of

an immediate triumph over her chastity. The more

he contemplated her character, the more difficult

the conquest seemed to be : he therefore altered his

plan, and resolved to carry on his operations under

the shelter of honourable proposals, foreseeing that

a wife of her qualifications, if properly managed,

would turn greatly to the account of the husband;

or, if her virtue should prove refractory, that he

could at any time rid himself of the encumbrance,

by decamping without beat of drum, after he should

be cloyed with possession.

Elevated by these expectations, he one day, in

the midst of a preconcerted rhapsody, importing

that he could no longer conceal the fire that preyed

upon his heart, threw himself on his knees before

the lovely mourner, and imprinted a kiss on her

fair hand. Though he did not presume to take this

liberty till after such preparation as he thought had

altogether extinguished her regard for Melvil, and

paved the way for his own reception in room of

that discarded lover, he had so far overshot his

mark, that Monimia, instead of favouring his decla-

ration, started up, and retired in silence, her cheeks

glowing with shame, and her eyes gleaming with

indignation.

Ferdinand no sooner recovered from the confusion

produced by this unexpected repulse, than he saw

the necessity of coming to a speedy determination,

lest the offended fair one should appeal to Renaldo,

in which case they might be mutually undeceived,

to his utter shame and confusion ; he therefore re-

solved to deprecate her auger by humble supplica-

tions, and by protesting, that, whatever tortures he

might suffer by suppressing his sentiments, she

should never again be offended with a declaration of

his passion.

Having thus appeased the gentle Monimia, and

discovered that, in spite of her resentment, his

friend still kept possession of her heart, he deter-

mined to work an effectual separation, so as that the

young lady, being utterly deserted by Melvil, should

be left altogether in his power. With this christian

intention, he began to sadden his visage with a

double shade of pensive melancholy, in the presence

of Renaldo, to stifle a succession of involuntary

sighs, to answer from the purpose, to be incoherent

in his discourse, and, in a word, to act the part of a

person wrapt up in sorrowful cogitation.

Count Melvil, soon as he perceived these symp-

toms, very kindly inquired into the cause of them,

and was not a little alarmed to hear the artful and

evasive answers of Ferdinand, who, without dis-

closing the source of his disquiet, earnestly begged

leave to retire into some other corner of the world.

Roused by this entreaty, the Hungarian's jealousy

awoke, and with violent agitation, he exclaimed,

" Then are my fears too true, my dear Fathom :
I

comprehend the meaning of your request. I have

for some time perceived an host of horrors ap-

proaching from that quarter. I know your worth

and honour. I depend upon your friendship, and

conjure you, by all the ties of it, to free me at once

from the most miserable suspense, by owning you

have involuntarily captivated the heart of that un-

happy maiden."

To this solemn interrogation he made no reply,

but shedding a flood of tears, of which he had

always a magazine at command, he repeated his

desire of withdrawing, and took God to witness,

that what he proposed was solely for the quiet of

his honoured patron and beloved friend. " Enough,"

cried the unfortunate Renaldo, " the measure of my
woes is now filled up." So saying, he fell backwards

in a swoon, from which he was with difficulty re-

covered to the sensation of the most exquisite

torments. During this paroxysm, our adventurer

nursed him with infinite care and tenderness, he

exhorted him to summon all his fortitude to his

assistance, to remember his forefathers, and exert

himself in the imitation of their virtues, to fly from

those bewitching charms which had enslaved his

better part, to retrieve his peace of mind by reflect-

ing on the inconstancy and ingratitude of woman,

and amuse his imagination in the pursuit of honour

and glory.

After these admonitions he abused his ears with

a forged detail of the gradual advances made to

him bv Monimia, and the steps he had taken to

discourage her addresses, and re-establish her

virtue, poisoning the mind of that credulous youth

to such a degree, that, in all probability, he woul
<J

have put a fatal period to his own existence, had

not Fathom found means to allay the rage of his

ecstasy, by the cunning arrangement of opposite
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considerations. He set his pride against his love,
lie opposed his resentment to his sorrow, and his
ambition to his despair. Notwithstanding the
balance of power so settled among these antagonists,
so violent were the shocks of their successive con-
flicts, that his bosom fared like a wretched province,
harassed, depopulated, and laid waste, by two fierce
contending armies. From this moment his life was
nothing but an alternation of starts and reveries

; hewept and raved by turns, according to the prevailing
gust of passion

; food became a stranger to his lips,
and sleep to his eyelids ; he could not support the
presence of Monimia, her absence increased the
torture of his pangs

; and, when he met her by acci-
dent, he started back with horror, like a traveller
who chances to tread upon a snake.
The poor afflicted orphan, worn to a shadow with

self-consuming anguish, eager to find some lowly
retreat, where she could breathe out her soid in
peace, and terrified at the frantic behaviour of
Renaldo, communicated to Fathom her desire of
removing, and begged that he would take a small
picture of her father, decorated with diamonds, and
convert them into money, for the expense of her
subsistence. This was the last pledge of her family,
which she had received from her mother, who had
preserved it in the midst of numberless distresses,
and no other species of misery but that which she
groaned under could have prevailed upon the
daughter to part with it

;
but, exclusive of other

motives, the very image itself, by recalling to her
mind the honours of her name, upbraided her with
living in dependence upon a man who had treated
her with such indignity and ingratitude

; besides, she
flattered herself with the hope that she should not
long survive the loss of this testimonial.
Our adventurer, with many professions of sorrow

and mortification at his own want of capacity to
prevent such an alienation, undertook to dispose of
it to the best advantage, and to provide her with a
cheap and retired apartment, to which he woidd
conduct her in safety, though at the hazard of his
life. In the meantime, however, he repaired to his
friend Eenaldo, and, after having admonished him
to arm his soul with patience and philosophy, de-
clared that Monimia's guilty passion for himself
could no longer be kept within bounds, that she had
conjured him, in the most pressing manner, to
assist her in escaping from an house which she
considered as the worst of dungeons, because she
was in it daily exposed to the sight and company of
a man whom she detested, and that she had bribed
him to compliance with her request, not only with
repeated promises of eternal love and submission,
but also with the picture of her father set with
diamonds, which she had hitherto reserved as the
last and greatest testimony of her affection and
esteem.

With these words he presented the fatal pledge
to the eyes of the astonished youth, upon whom it
operated like the poisonous sight of the basilisk,
for in an instant, the whole passions of his soul
were in the most violent agitation. " What !

"

cried he, in an ecstasy of rage, " is she so abandoned
to perfidy, so lost to shame, so damned to constancv,
to gratitude, and virtuous love, as to meditate the
means of leaving me without decency, without re-
morse ! to forsake me in my adversity, when my hap-
less fortune can no longer flatter the pride and vanity
of her expectation ! O woman ! woman ! woman

!

what simile shall I find to illustrate the character
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of the sex ? But I will not have recourse to vain
complaints and feeble exclamations. By heaven !

she shall not 'scape, she shall not triumph in her
levity, she shall not exult in my distress ; no ! I
will rather sacrifice her to my just resentment, to
the injured powers of love and friendship. I will
act the avenging minister of heaven ! I will
mangle that fair bosom, which contains so false a
heart

! I will tear her to pieces, and scatter those
beauteous limbs as a prey to the beasts of the field,
and the fowls of the air !

"

Fathom, who expected this storm, far from at-
tempting to oppose its progress, waited with
patience until its first violence was overblown

; then,
assuming an air of condolence, animated with that
resolution which a friend ought to maintain on
such occasions, " My dear Count,'

,

said he, " I am
not at all surprised at your emotion, because I
know what an heart,, susceptible as yours, must feel
from the apostasy of one who has reigned so long
the object of your love, admiration, and esteem.
Your endeavours to drive her from your thoughts
must create an agony much more severe than that
which divorces the soul from the body. Never-
theless, I am so confident of your virtue and your
manhood, as to foresee, that you will allow the frail
Monimia to execute that resolution which she hath
so unwisely taken, to withdraw herself from your
love and protection. Believe me, my best friend
aud benetactor, this is a step, in consequence of
which you will infallibly retrieve your peace of
mind. It may cost you many bitter pangs, it may
probe your wounds to the quick ; but those pangs
will be soothed by the gentle and salutary wing of
time, and that probing will rouse you to a "due sense
of your own dignity and importance, which will
enable you to convert your attention to objects far
more worthy of your contemplation. All the hopes
of happiness you had cherished in the possession
of Monimia are now irrecoverably blasted ; her
heart is now debased beneath your consideration

;

her love is, without all doubt, extinguished, and
her honour irretrievably lost

; insomuch, that, were
she to profess sorrow for her indiscretion, and im-
plore your forgiveness, with the most solemn pro-
mises of regarding you for the future with unalter-
able fidelity and affection, you ought not to restore
her to that place in your heart which she hath so
meanly forfeited, because you could not at the same
time reinstate her in the possession of that delicate
esteem without which there is no harmony, no
rapture, no true enjoyment in love. No, my dear
Renaldo, expel the unworthy tenant from your
bosom

; allow her to fill up the measure of" her
ingratitude, by deserting her lover, friend, and be-
nefactor. Your glory demands her dismission ; the
world will applaud your generosity, and your own
heart approve of your conduct. So disencumbered,
let us exert ourselves once more in promoting your
departure from this island, that you may revisit
your father's house, do justice to yourself and amia-
ble sister, and take vengeance on the author of
your wrongs

; then dedicate yourself to glory, in
imitation of your renowned ancestors, and flourish
in the favour of your imperial patron."

These remonstrances had such an effect upon
the Hungarian, that his face was lighted up with a
transient gleam of satisfaction. He embraced Fer-
dinand with great ardour, calling him his pride,
his Mentor, his good genius, and entreated him to
gratify the inclination of that fickle creature so far
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as to convey her to another lodging, without loss

of time, while he would, hy ahsenting himself,

favour their retreat.

Our hero having ohtained this permission, went

immediately to the skirts of the town, where he had

previously bespoke a small, though neat apartment,

at the house of an old woman, widow of a French

refugee. He had already reconnoitred the ground,

by sounding his landlady, from whose poverty and

complaisance he found reason to expect all sorts

of freedom and opportunity for the accomplishment

of his aim upon Monimia's person. The room

being prepared for her reception, he returned to

that disconsolate beauty, to whom he presented

ten guineas, which he pretended to have raised by

pledeinir the picture, though he himself acted as

the pawnbroker on this occasion, for a very plain

and obvious reason.

The fair orphan was overjoyed to find her wish

so speedily accomplished. She forthwith packed

up her necessaries in a trunk ; and a hackney

coach was called in the dusk of the evening, in which

she embarked with her baggage and conductor.

Yet she did not leave the habitation of Eenaldo

without regret. In the instant of parting, the idea

of that unfortunate youth was associated with every

well-known object that presented itself to her eyes ;

not as an inconstant, ungenerous, and perjured

swain, but as the accomplished, the virtuous, the

melting lover, who had captivated her virgin heart.

As Fathom led her to the door, she was met by

Eenaldo's dog, which had long been her favourite

;

and the poor animal fawning upon her as she passed,

her heart was overwhelmed with such a gush of

tenderness, that a flood of tears streamed down her

cheeks, and she had well nigh sunk upon the floor.

Ferdinand, considering this emotion as the last

tribute she would pay to Eenaldo, hurried her into

the coach, where she soon recovered her com-

posure ; and in a little time he ushered her into the

house of Madam la Mer, by whom she was received

with great cordiality, and conducted to her apart-

ment, with which she found no other fault than that

of its being too good for one in her forlorn situa-

tion. Here, while the tear of gratitude started in

either eye, she thanked our adventurer for his be-

nevolence and kind concern, assuring him, that she

would not fail daily to beseech the Most High to

shower down blessings upon him, as the orphan's

friend and protector.

Fathom was not deficient in those expressions

that were best adapted to her present turn of mind.

He observed, that what he had done was in obedi-

ence to the dictates of common humanity, which

would have prompted him to assist any fellow-

creature in distress ; but that her peculiar virtue

and qualifications were such as challenged the ut-

most exertion of his faculties in her service. He
said, that surely heaven had not created such per-

fection in vain ; that she was destined to receive as

well as to communicate happiness ; and that the Fro-

vidence, which she so piously adored, would not fail,

in due season, to raise her from distress and afflic-

tion, to that honour and felicity for which she was

certainly ordained. In the mean time, he entreated

her to depend upon his service and fidelity, and the

article of her board being settled, he left her to the

company and consolation of her discreet hostess,

who soon insinuated herself into the good opinion

of her beauteous lodger.

While our hero was emploved in this transaction,

Eenaldo sallied forth in a sort of intoxication, whicn

Fathom's admonitions had inspired , and, repair-

ing to a certain noted coffeehouse, engaged at chess

with an old French refugee, that his attention, by

being otherwise employed, might not stray towards

that fatal object which"he ardently wished to forget.

But, unluckily for him, he had scarce performed

three moves of the game, when his ears were ex-

posed to a dialogue between two young gentle-

men, one of whom asked the other if he would go

and see the " Orphan" acted at one of the theatres ;

observing, as a farther inducement, that the part

of Monimia would be performed by a young gen-

tlewoman who had never appeared on the stage.

At mention of that name, Eenaldo started; for

though it did not properly belong to his orphan, it

was the appellation by which she had been distin-

guished ever since her separation from her father's

house, and therefore it recalled her to his imagina-

tion in the most interesting point of view. Though

he endeavoured to expel the image, by a closer

application to his play, every now and then it

intruded upon his fancy, and at each return made

a stronger impression ; so that he found himself in

the situation of an unfortunate bark stranded upon

some hidden rock, which, when the wind begins to

blow, feels every succeeding wave more boisterous

than the former, until, with irresistible fury, they

surmount her deck, sweep every thing before them,

and dash her all to pieces.

The refugee had observed his first emotion,

which he attributed to an unforeseen advantage he

himself had gained over the Hungarian; but

seeing him, in the sequel, bite his lip, roll his eyes,

groan, writhe his body, ejaculate incoherent curses,

and neglect his game, the Huguenot concluded that

he was mad, and being seized with terror and dis-

may, got up and scampered off, without ceremony

or hesitation.

Melvil, thus left to the horrors of his own

thought, which tortured him with the apprehension

of losing Monimia for ever, could no longer combat

that suggestion, but ran homewards with all the

speed he could exert, in order to prevent her

retreat. "When he crossed the threshold, he was

struck with such a damp of presaging fear, that he

durst not in person approach her apartment, nor

even, by questioning the servant, inform himself

of the particulars he wanted to know. Yet his

suspense becoming more insupportable than his

fear, he rushed from room to room in quest of that

which was not to be found ; and, seeing Monimia's

chamber-door open, entered the deserted temple in

a state of distraction, calling aloud upon her name.

All was silent, solitary, and wofuL " She is gone,

he cried, shedding a flood of tears, "she is for ever

lost ; and all my hopes of happiness are fled !"

So saying, he sunk upon that couch on whicn

Monimia had oft reposed, and abandoned himself

to all the excess of grief and despondence. In this

deplorable condition he was found by our adven-

turer, who gently chid him for his want of resolu-

tion, and again repelled his sorrow, by arousing his

resentment against the innocent cause of his dis-

quiet, having beforehand forged the particulars of

provocation. "Is it possible," said he, "that

Eenaldo can still retain the least sentiment ot

regard for a fickle woman, by whom he has been

so ungratefullv forsaken and so unjustly scorned.'

Is it possible he can be so disturbed by the loss ot

a creature who is herself lost .to all virtue and
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decorum ?—Time and reflection, my worthy friend,
will cure you of that inglorious malady. And the
future misconduct of that imprudent damsel will,
doubtless, contribute to the recovery of your peace.
Her behaviour, at leaving the house where she had
received so many marks of the most delicate affec-
tion, was in all respects so opposite to honour and
decency, that I could scarce refrain from telling
her I was shocked at her deportment, even while
she loaded me with protestations of love. When
a woman's heart is once depraved, she bids adieu
to all restraint;—she preserves no measures. It
was not simply contempt which she expressed for
Renaldo

; she seems to resent his being able to live
under her disdain ; and that resentment stoops to
objects unworthy of indignation. Even your dog
was not exempted from the effects of her dis-
pleasure. For, in her passage to the door, she
kicked the poor animal as one of your dependents

;

and, in our way to the apartment I had provided
for her, she entertained me with a ludicrous com-
ment upon the manner in which you first made her
acquainted with your passion. All that modesty of
carriage, all that chastity of conversation, all that
dignity of grief, which she knew so well how to
affect, is now entirely laid aside, and when I quitted
her, she seemed the most gay, giddy, and imperti-
nent of her sex."

" Gracious powers !" exclaimed Kenaldo, starting
from the couch, " am I under the delusion of a
dream

; or are these things really so, as my friend
has represented them? Such a total and sudden
degeneracy is amazing! is monstrous and un-
natural!"—"Such, my dear Count," replied our
hero, "is the caprice of a female heart, fickle as
the wind, uncertain as a calm at sea, fixed to no
principle, but swayed by every fantastic gust of
passion, or of whim. Congratulate yourself, there-
fore, my friend, upon your happy deliverance from
such a domestic plague—upon the voluntary exile of
a *raitor from your bosom.—Recollect the dictates
of your duty, your discretion, and your glory, and
think upon the honours and elevated enjoyment for
which you are certainly ordained. To-night let us
over a cheerful bottle anticipate your success ; and
to-morrow I will accompany you to the house of
an usurer, who, I am informed, fears no risk, pro-
vided twenty per cent, be given, and the borrower's
life insured."

CHAPTER XLVII.
The Art of Borrowing further explained, and an Account of

a strange Phenomenon.
In this manner did the artful incendiary work upon
the passions of the credulous unsuspecting Hun-
garian, who pressed him to his breast with the
most cordial expressions of friendship, calling him
his guardian, his saviour, his second father, and
gave himself up wholly to his advice.
Next morning, according to the plan they had

laid over night, they repaired to a tav,ern in the
neighbourhood of the person to whom our adven-
turer had been directed, and were fortunate enough
to find him in the house, transacting a money affair
with a young gentleman who treated him with his
morning's whet.
That affair being negotiated, he adjourned into

another room with Renaldo and his companion,
wlw were not a little surprised to see this minister
of l'lutus in the shape of a young sprightly beau,
trimmed up in all the foppery of the fashion ; for
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they had hitherto always associated with the idea
of an usurer old age and rusty apparel. After
divers modish congees, he begged to know to what
he should attribute the honour- of their message •

when Ferdinand, who acted the orator, told htm,'
that his friend Count Melvil, having occasion for a
sum of money, had been directed to a gentleman of
his name, "and, I suppose," added he, "you are
the son of the person with whom the affair is to be
negotiated."

"Sir," said this petit maitre, with a smile, "I
perceive you are surprised to see one of my pro-
fession in the appearance of a gentleman; and
perhaps your wonder will not cease, when I tell
you, that my education was liberal, and that I once
had the honour to bear a commission in the British
army. I was indeed a first lieutenant of marines,
and will venture to say, that no oflicer in the
service was more delicate than myself in observing
all the punctilios of honour. I entertained the
utmost contempt for all the trading part of the
nation, and suffered myself to be run through the
body m a duel, rather than roll with a brother-
lieutenant, who was a broker's son. But, thank
Heaven

!
I have long ago conquered all those ridi-

culous prejudices. I soon observed, that without
money there was no respect, honour, or convenience
to be acquired in life ; that wealth amply supplied
the want of wit, merit, and pedigree, having in-
fluence and pleasure ever at command; and that
the world never failed to worship the flood of afflu-
ence, without examining the dirty channels through
which it commonly flowed.
"At the end of the war, finding my appoint-

ments reduced to two shillings and fourpence per
day, and being addicted to pleasures which I could
not possibly purchase from such a fund, I sold my
half-pay for two hundred pounds, which I lent
upon bond to a young officer of the same regiment,
on condition that he should ensure his life, and
restore one-fourth part of the sum by way of pre-
mium. I happened to be lucky in this first essay :

for the borrower, having in six weeks expended
the money, made an excursion on the highway, was
apprehended, tried, convicted of felony, and cut his
own throat, to prevent the shame of a public execu-
tion

; so that his bond was discharged by the insurers.
" In short, gentlemen, when I engaged in this

business, I determined to carry it on with such
spirit, as would either make my fortune, or entirely
ruin me in a little time ; and hitherto my endea-
vours have been tolerably successful. Nor do I
think my proceedings a whit more criminal or
unjust than those of other merchants, who strive to
turn their money to the best account. The com-
modity I deal in is cash ; and it is my business to
sell it to the best advantage. A London factor
sends a cargo of goods to market, and if he o-e ts
two hundred per cent, upon the sale, he is com-
mended for industry and address. If I sell money
for one-fourth part of that profit, certain persons
will be so unjust, as to cry, Shame upon me for
taking such advantage of my neighbour's distress •

not considering, that the trader took four times the
same advantage of those people who bought his
cargo, though his risk was not half so great as
mine, ani although the money I sold perhaps
retrieved the borrower from the very jaws of
destruction. For example, it was but yesterday I
saved a worthy man from being arrested for a sum
of money, for which he had bailed a friend who
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treacherously left him in the lurch. As he did not

foresee -what would happen, he had made no provi-

sion for the demand, and his sphere of life secluding

him from all sorts of monied intercourse, he could

not raise the cash by his credit in the usual way of

borrowing ; so that, without my assistance, he must

have gone to gaol ; a disgrace which would have

proved fatal to the peace of his family, and utterly

ruined his reputation.—Nay, that very young

gentleman, from whom I am just now parted, will,

in all probability, be indebted to me for a very

genteel livelihood. He had obtained the absolute

promise of being provided for by a great man, who

sits at the helm of affairs in a neighbouring kinsr-

dom ;
but, being destitute of all other resources, he

could not have equipped himself for the voyage, m
order to profit by his lordship's intention, unless I

had enabled him to pursue his good fortune."

Renaldo was not a little pleased to hear this

harangue, to which Fathom replied with many

florid encomiums upon the usurer's good sense and

humane disposition ; then he explained the errand

of his friend, which was to borrow three hundred

pounds, in order to retrieve his inheritance, of

which he had been defrauded in his absence.

"Sir," said the lender, addressing himself to

Count Melvil, "I pretend to have acquired by

experience some skill in physiognomy ; and though

there are some faces so deeply disguised as to

baffle all the penetration of our art, there are others,

in which the heart appears with such nakedness of

integrity, as at once to recommend it to our good

will. I own your countenance prepossesses me in

your favour; and von shall be accommodated, upon

those terms from which I never deviate, provided

you can find proper security, that you shall not

quit the British dominions; for that, with me, is a

condition sine qua non."

This was a very disagreeable declaration to

Renaldo, who candidly owned, that, as his concerns

lay upon the continent, his purpose was to leave

England without delay. The usurer professed

himself sorry that it was not in his power to oblige

him; and, in order to prevent any further im-

portunity, assured them, he had laid it down as a

maxim, from which he would never swerve, to

avoid all dealings with people whom, if need should

be, he could not sue by the laws of this realm.

Thus the intervention of one unlucky and un-

foreseen circumstance blasted in an insant the

budding hopes of Melvil, who, while his visage ex-

hibited the most sorrowful disappointment, begged

to know, if there was any person of his acquaintance

who might he less scrupulous in that particular.

The young gentleman directed them to another

member of his profession, and wishing them success,

took his leave with great form and complaisance.

This instance of politeness was, however, no more

than a shift to disengage himself the more easily

from their entreaties: for, when the case was

opened to the second usurer, he blessed himself

from such customers, and dismissed them with the

most mortifying and boorish refusal. Notwith-

standing these repulses, Renaldo resolved to make

one desperate push ;
and, without allowing himself

the least respite, solicited, one by one, not fewer

than fifteen persons who dealt in this kind of

traffic, and his proposals were rejected by each.

At last, fatigued by the toil, and exasperated at the

ill success of his expedition, and half mad with the

recollection of his finances, which were now drained

to half-a-crown, "Since we have nothing to expect,

cried he, " from the favour of Christians, let us

have recourse to the descendants of Judah. Though

they lie under the general reproach of nations,

as a people dead to virtue and benevolence, and

wholly devoted to avarice, fraud, and extortion,

the most savage of their tribe cannot treat me with

more barbarity of indifference, than I have ex-

perienced among those who are the authors of their

reproach."

Although Fathom looked upon this proposal as

an extravagant symptom of despair, he affected to

approve of the scheme, and encouraged Renaldo

with the hope of succeeding in another quarter,

even if this expedition should fail :
for, by this

time, our adventurer was half resolved to export

him 'at his own charge, rather than he should be

much longer restricted in his designs uponMommia.

Meanwhile, being resolved to try the experiment

upon the children of Israel, they betook themselves

to the house of a rich Jew, whose wealth they con-

sidered as a proof of his rapaciousness ;
and, being

admitted into his counting-house, they found him

in the midst of half a dozen clerks, when Renaldo^

in his imagination, likened him unto a minister 01

darkness surrounded by his familiars, and planning

schemes of misery to be executed upon the hapless

sons of men. In spite of these suggestions, which

were not at all mitigated by the forbidding aspect

of the Hebrew, he demanded a private audience ;

and. being ushered into another apartment, he

explained his business with manifest marks of dis-

order and affliction. Indeed his confusion was m
some measure owing to the looks of the Jew, who,

in the midst of this exordium, pulled down his eye-

brows which were surprisingly black and bushy,

so as, in appearance, totally to extinguish his visage,

though he was all the time observing our youth

from behind those almost impenetrable tmckets.

Melvil, having signified his request,
_
Y oung

gentleman," said the Israelite, with a most discordant

voice, " what in the name of goodness could induce

you to come to me upon such an errand? Did you

ever hear that I lent money to strangers without

security ?" " No," replied Renaldo, " nor did I

believe I should profit by my application : but my

affairs are desperate; and my proposals having

been reieeted by every Christian to whom they

were offered, I was resolved to try my fate among

the Jews, who are reckoned another species of men.

Fathom, alarmed at this abrupt reply, which he

supposed could not fail to disgust the merchant,

interposed in the conversation, by making an apo-

logy for the plain dealing of his friend, who, he

said, was soured and ruffled by his misfortunes :

then exerting that power of eloquence winch he

had at command, he expostulated upon Renaldo s

claim and expectations, described the wrongs he

had suffered, extolled his virtue, and drew a most

pathetic picture of his distress.

The Jew listened attentively for some time;

then his eye-brows began to rise and fall alternately

;

he couphed, sneezed, and winking hard, im

pla-ued> said he, "with a salt rheum that trickles

from mv eves without intermission. So sajmg,

he wiped the moisture from his face, and proceeded

in these words: "Sir, your story is P™^
and your friend is a good advocate ;

but before

I give an answer to your demand, I

to ask if you can produce undeniable evidence

of your being the identical person you leally
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assume? If you are really the Count de Melvil,
you will excuse my caution. We cannot be too
much on our guard against fraud

; though I must
own you have not the air of an impostor."

Renaldo's eyes began to sparkle at this preliminary
question ; to which he replied, that he could pro-
cure the testimony of the emperor's minister, to
whom he had occasionally paid his respects since
his first arrival in England.

" If that be the case," said the Jew, " take the
trouble to call here to-morrow morning, at eight
o'clock, and I will carry you in my own coach to
the house of his excellency, with whom I have the
honour to be acquainted

; and, if he has nothing to
object against your character or pretensions, I will
contribute my assistance towards your obtaining
justice at the Imperial court."

The Hungarian was so much confounded at this
unexpected reception, that he had not power to
thank the merchant for his promised favour, but
stood motionless and silent, while the streams of
gratitude ran down his cheeks. This genuine emotion
of the heart was of more weight with the Jew,
than the eloquent acknowledgment which Ferdinand
took the opportunity of making for his friend

;

and he was fain to dismiss them a little abruptly, in
order to prevent a second discharge of that same
rheum of which he had already complained.

Melvil recollected all that had happened as a
dream, which had no foundation in truth, and was
all day long in a sort of delirium, produced by the
alternate gusts of- hope and fear that still agitated
his bosom

; for he was not yet without apprehen-
sion of beiug again disappointed by some unlucky
occurrence.

He did not, however, fail to be punctual to the
hour of his appointment, when the Jew told him,
there would be no occasion for visiting the ambas-
sador, because Renaldo had been, the preceding
day, recognised by one of the clerks who had been
employed as a purveyor in the Imperial army ; and
who, knowing his family, confirmed every thing he
had alleged. "After breakfast," continued this
benevolent Israelite, " I will give you an order
upon my banker for five hundred pounds, that you
may be enabled to appear at Vienna as the son and
representative of Count Melvil ; and you shall also
be furnished with a letter of recommendation to a
person of some influence at that court, whose
friendship and countenance may be of some service
to your suit: for I am now heartily engaged in
your interest, in consequence of the fair and un-
blemished character which I find you have hitherto
maintained."

The reader must appeal to his own heart, to
acquire a just idea of Renaldo's feelings, when
every tittle of these promises was fulfilled, and the
merchant refused to take one farthing by way of
premium, contenting himself with the slender
security of a personal bond. He was, in truth,
overwhelmed with the obligation, and certainly
disposed to believe that his benefactor was some-
thing more than human. As for Fathom, his senti-
ments took a different turn ; and he scrupled not
to impute all this kindness to some deep-laid in-
terested scheme, the scope of which he could not at
present comprehend.

After the tumults of the young gentleman's joy
had subsided, and he found himself eased of that
burdensome poverty under which he had groaned
so long, his thoughts, which before were dissipated

upon the various circumstances of distress, began
to collect themselves in a body, and to resume their
deliberations upon a subject which they had been
long accustomed to consider; this was no other
than the forlorn Monimia, whose idea now emerged
in his bosom, being disencumbered of one part of
the load by which it had been depressed. He men-
tioned her name to Fathom with marks of the most
melting compassion, deplored her apostasy, and,
while he protested that he had divorced her for
ever from his heart, expressed an inclination to see
her once more before his departure, that he might
in person exhort her to penitence and reformation.
Our adventurer, who dreaded such an interview

as the infallible means of his own ruin, resisted the
proposal with the whole power of his elocution.
He affirmed, that Renaldo's desire was a manifest
proof that he still retained part of the fatal poison
which that enchantress had spread within his veins;
and that the sight of her, softened by his reproaches
into tears and affected contrition, would dispel his
resentment, disable his manhood, and blow the
embers of his former passion to such a rage, as
would hurry him on to a reconciliation, which
would debase his honour, and ruin his future peace.
In a word, Ferdinand described the danger that
would attend the meeting in such emphatic terms,
that the Hungarian started with horror at the
picture which he drew, and in this particular con-
formed with the admonition of his friend.
One hundred pounds of the Jew's money was

immediately appropriated for the payment of his
most urgent debts

; the like sum he presented to his
friend Fathom, with a solemn promise of sharing
with him whatever good fortune might await him
in Germany. And though Monimia had forfeited
all title to his regard, so ill could he bear the
prospect of her distress, that he entrusted his dear
companion with the half of what remained, to be
expended for her use, fully resolviug to screen her
from the shocks and temptations of want, as the
circumstances of his future fate would allow.
Fathom, far from opposing, applauded his gene-

rosity with marks of extreme wonder and admira-
tion, assuring him, that she should be put in
possession of his bounty immediately after his de-
parture, he being unwilling to make her acquainted
with her good fortune before that period, lest, finding
his affairs in a fair way of being retrieved, she
should be base enough to worship his returning
prosperity, and, by false professions, and artful
blandishments, seek to ensnare his heart anew.

CHAPTER XLVIH.
Count Fathom unmasks his Battery; is repulsed; and varies

his Operations without effect.

Evert necessary preparation being made, Renaldo,
accompanied by our adventurer, took the road to
Dover, where he embarked in a packet boat for
Calais, after having settled a correspondence with
his dear Ferdinand, from whom he did not part
without tears. He had before solicited him to be
his fellow-traveller, that he might personally enjoy
the benefit of his conversation and superior sagacity

;

but these entreaties he strenuously opposed, on pre-
tence of his being determined to push his fortunem England, which he considered as his native
country, and as the land in which, of all others, a
man of merit has the best encouragement. Such
were the reasons he alleged for refusing to attend
his benefactor, who was himself eagerly desirous of
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attaining a settlement in the island of Great Britain.

But our hero's real motives for staying were of a

very different complexion.—The reader is already

informed of his aim upon the fair orphan, which, at

present, was the chief spring of his conduct. He
may also recollect such passages of his life, as were

sufficient to deter him from re-appearing at Pres-

burg or Vienna. But, besides these reflections, he

was detained by a full persuasion that Renaldo

would sink under the power and influence of his

antagonist, consequently be rendered incapable to

provide for his friends ; and that he himself, fraught

with wiles and experience as he was, could not fail

to make himself amends for what he had suffered

among a people equally rich and unthinking.

Melvil having embraced our adventurer, and

with a deep sigh bid him take care of the unfor-

tunate Monimia, committed himself to the sea, and,

by the assistance of a favourable gale, was in four

hours safely landed on the French shore ; while

Fathom took post-horses for London, where he

arrived that same night, and next day, in the fore-

noon, went to visit the beauteous mourner, who had

as yet received no intimation of Renaldo's departure

or design. He found her in the attitude of writing

a letter to her inconstant lover, the contents of

which the reader will be acquainted with in due

time. Her countenance, notwithstanding the veil

of melancholy by which it was overcast, seemed

altogether serene and composed ; she was the pic-

ture of pious resignation, and sat like Patience on

a monument, smiling at grief. After having paid the

compliment of the morning, Fathom begged pardon

for having omitted to visit her during three days,

in which, he said, his time had been wholly en-

grossed in procuring a proper equipage for Count

Melvil, who had at last bid an eternal adieu to the

island of Great Britain.

At this information the hapless Monimiafell back

in her chair, and continued some minutes in a swoon

;

from which being recovered, " Excuse me, Mr.

Fathom," cried she with a deep sigh ;
" this, I hope,

is the last agony I shall feel from my unhappy

passion."—Then wiping the tears from her lovely

eyes, she retrieved her tranquillity, and desired to

know by what means Benaldo had been enabled

to undertake his journey into the empire. Our
hero, upon this occasion', assumed the whole merit

of having promoted the interest of his friend, by

giving her to understand, that he, in consequence

of an"unforeseen windfall, had defrayed the expense

of the Count's equipment ;
though he observed,

that it was not without reluctance he saw Renaldo

make a wrong use of his friendship.
' Although I was happy," proceeded this artful

traitor, " in being able to discharge my obligations

to the house of Melvil, I could not help feeling the

most sensible chagrin, when I saw my assistance

rendered subservient to the triumphs of the youth's

baseness and infidelity ; for he chose, as the com-

panion of his travels, the abandoned woman for

whom he had forsaken the all-perfect Monimia,

whose virtue and accomplishments did not preserve

her sacred from his ungrateful sarcasms and un-

mannerly ridicule. Believe me, Madam, I was so

shocked at his conversation on that subject, and so

much incensed at his want of delicacy, that my tem-

per was scarce sufficient for the ceremony of parting.

And, now that my debt to bis family is overpaid, I

have solemnly renounced his correspondence.

When she heard that, instead of betra) ing the least

symptom of regret or compassion for her unhappy
fate, the perfidious youth had exulted over her fall,

and even made her a subject for his mirth, the blood

revisited her faded cheeks, and resentment restored

to her eyes that poignancy which sorrow had before

overcome. Yet she scorned to give speech to her

indignation ; but, forcing a smile, " Why should I

repine," said she, " at the mortifications of a life

which I despise, and from which, I hope, Heaven
speedily will set me free !"

Fathom, fired by her emotion, which had recalled

all the graces of her beauty, exclaimed in a rapture,

"Talk not so contemptuously of this life, which
hath still a fund of happiness in store for the amiable,

the divine Monimia. Though one admirer hath

proved an apostate to his vows, your candour will

not suffer you to condemn the whole sex. Some
there are, whose bosoms glow with passion equally

pure, unalterable, and intense. For my own part,

I have sacrificed to a rigid punctilio of honour the

dearest ideas of my heart. I beheld your unrivalled

charms, and deeply felt their power. Yet, while a

possibility of Melvil's reformation remained, and
while I was restrained by my niggard fortime from

making a tender worthy of your acceptance, I

combated with my inclinations, and bore without

repining the pangs of hopeless love. But, now that

my honour is disengaged, and my fortune rendered

independent, by the last will of a worthy nobleman,

whose friendship I was favoured with in France. I

presume to lay myself at the feet of the adorable

Moninria, as the most faithful of admirers, whose

happiness or misery wholly depends upon her nod.

Believe me, Madam, these are not the professions

of idle gallantry—I speak the genuine, though im-

perfect, language of my heart. Words, even the

most pathetic, cannot do justice to my love. I gaze

upon your beauty with ravishment ; but I con-

template the graces of your soul with such awful

veneration, that I tremble while I approach you, as

if my vows were addressed to some superior being."

During this declaration, which was pronounced

in the most emphatic manner, Monimia was suc-

cessively agitated with shame, anger, and grief;

nevertheless, she summoned her whole philosophy

to her aid, and, with a tranquil, though determined

air, begged he would not diminish the obligations

he had already conferred, by disturbing with such

unseasonable addresses a poor unhappy maid, who
had detached all her thoughts from earthly objects,

and waited impatiently for that dissolution which

alone could put a period to her misfortunes.

Fathom, imagining that these were no other than

the suggestions of a temporary disappointment and

despondence, which it was his business to oppose

with all his eloquence and art, renewed his theme

with redoubled ardour, and, at last, became so im-

portunate in his desires, that Monimia, provoked

beyond the power of concealing her resentment,

said, she was heartily sorry to find herself under

the necessity of telling him, that, in the midst of

her misfortunes, she could not help remembering

what she had been. Then, rising from her seat,

with all the dignity of displeasure, " Perhaps,"

added she, " you have forgot who was the father

of the once happy Monimia."
With these words she retired into another cham-

ber, leaving our adventurer confounded by the

repulse he had sustained. Not that he was discou-

raged from prosecuting his aim—on the contrary,

this rebuff seemed to add fresh vigour to his opera-
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tioins. He now thought it high time to bring over
Madam la Mer to his interest

;
and, to facilitate her

conversion, took an opportunity of bribing her with
some inconsiderable presents, after having amused
her with a plausible tale of his passion for Moni-
mia, with whom she undertook the office of his
mediatrix, on the supposition that his intentions were
honourable, and highly advantageous to her lodger.
She was, first of all, invested with the office of

obtaining pardon for the offence he had given
;
and,

in this negotiation she succeeded so well, as to be-
come an advocate for his suit; accordingly, she
took all occasions of magnifying his praise. His
agreeable person was often the subject of her dis-
course to the fair mourner. Her admiration dwelt
upon his politeness, good sense, and winning de-
portment

; and she every day retailed little stories
of his benevolence and greatness of soul. The de-
fect in his birth she represented as a circumstance
altogether foreign from the consideration of his
merit

; especially in a nation where such distinctions
are as little respected as they will be in a future
state. She mentioned several persons of note, who
basked in the sunshine of power and fortune, with-
out having enjoyed the least hereditary assistance
from their forefathers. One, she said, sprung from
the loins of an obscure attorney ; another was the
grandson of a valet- de-chambre ; a third was the
issue of an accountant ; and a fourth the offspring
of a woollen-draper. All these were the children
of their own good works, and had raised themselves
upon their personal virtues and address ; a founda-
tion certainly more solid and honourable than a
vague inheritance derived from ancestors, in whose
deserts they could not be supposed to have borne the
least share.

Monimia listened to all these arguments with
great patience and affability, though she at once
dived into the source from which all such insinua-
tions flowed. She joined in the commendations of
Fathom, and owned herself a particular instance of
that benevolence which the old lady had so justly
extolled

;
but, once for all, to prevent the supplica-

tion which Madam la Mer was about to make, she
solemnly protested that her heart was altogether
shut against any other earthly engagement, and
that her thoughts were altogether employed upon
her eternal salvation.

The assiduous landlady, perceiving the steadiness
of her disposition, thought proper to alter her me-
thod of proceeding, and, for the present, suspended
that theme by which she found her fair lodger dis-
obliged. Resolved to reconcile Monimia to life,

before she would again recommend Ferdinand to
her love, she endeavoured to amuse her imagination,
by recounting the occasional incidents of the day,
hoping gradually to decoy her attention to those
sublunary objects from which it had been indus-
triously weaned. She seasoned her conversation
with agreeable sallies

;
enlarged upon the different

scenes of pleasure and diversion appertaining to this

great metropolis
; practised upon her palate with

the delicacies of eating ; endeavoured to shake her
temperance with repeated proffers and recommen-
dations of certain cordials and restoratives, which
she alleged were necessary for the recovery of her
health

; and pressed her to make little excursions
into the fields that skirt the town, for the benefit of
air and exercise.

I While this auxiliary plied the disconsolate Mo-
nimia on one hand, Fathom was not remiss on the

other. He now seemed to have sacrificed his pas-
sion to her quiet ; his discourse turned upon more
indifferent subjects. He endeavoured to dispel her
melancholy with arguments drawn from philosophy
and religion. On some occasions, he displayed all

his fund of good humour, with a view to beguile
her sorrow ; he importuned her to give him the
pleasure of 'squiring her to some place of innocent
entertainment

;
and, finally, insisted upon her ac-

cepting a pecuniary reinforcement to her finances,
which he knew to be in a most consumptive con-
dition.

CHAPTER XLIX.
Monimia's Honour is protected by the Interposition ofHeaven.

With that complacency and fortitude which were
peculiar to herself, this hapless stranger resisted all

those artful temptations. Her sustenance was barely
such as exempted her from the guilt of being ac-
cessory to her own death ; her drink was the simple
element. She encouraged no discourse but that
which turned upon the concerns of her immortal
part. She never went abroad, except in visits to a
French chapel in the neighbourhood ; she refused
the preferred assistance of our adventurer with
equal obstinacy and politeness, and with pleasure
saw herself wasting towards that period of mortality
which was the consummation of her wish. Yet her
charms, far from melting away with her constitu-
tion, seemed to triumph over the decays of nature.
Her shape and features still retained that harmony
for which they had always been distinguished. A
mixture of majesty and sweetness diffused itself in
her looks, and her feebleness added to that soft and
feminine grace which attracts the sympathy, and
engages the protection of every humane beholder.
The associates thus baffled in their attempts to ex-
cite her ideas of pleasure, again shifted their plan,
and resolved to attack this forlorn beauty on the
side of fear and mortification.

Our adventurer became less frequent in his visits,

and more indifferent in his language and deport-
ment ; while Madame la Mer gradually relaxed in
that complacency and respect with which she had
hitherto behaved towards her fair lodger. She even
began to drop hints of disapprobation and reproach
against this pattern of innocence and beauty, and
at length grew bold enough to tell her, that her
misfortunes could be attributed to nothing but her
own obstinacy and pride ; that she had been at great
pains to disoblige the only person who was able and
willing to raise her above dependence ; and that, if

his protection should be withdrawn, she must be
exposed to the utmost extremity of distress.

These insinuations, instead of producing the de-
sired effect, inflamed the indignation of Monimia,
who, in a most dignified style of rebuke, chid her
for her indelicacy and presumption, observing, that
she could have no title to take such freedoms with
lodgers, whose punctuality and regular deportment
left her no room to complain. Notwithstanding
this animated reply, she underwent the most de-
plorable anguish, when she reflected upon the inso-
lence of this woman, from whose barbarity she had
no resource ; and seeing no other possibility of
redress than that of appealing to the good offices of
Fathom, she conquered her reluctance so far, as to
complain to him of Madame la Mer's incivility.

Pleased with this application, he gave her to un-
derstand, with very little ceremony or preamble,
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that it wholly depended upon herself -whether she

should continue to be wretched, or be delivered at

once from all her cares and perplexity ;
that, not-

withstanding the disdain with which she had treated

his addresses, he was still ready to lay himself and

his fortune at her feet ; and "that, if she should

again reject the disinterested proposal, the whole

w orld and her own conscience would charge upon

herself whatever calamities she might be subjected

to in the sequel. Interpreting into a favourable

hesitation her silence, which was the result of

wrath and amazement, he proceeded to throw him-

self at her feet, and utter a romantic rhapsody, in

the course of which, laying aside all that restraint

which he had hitherto preserved, he seized her de-

licate hand, and pressed it to his hps ;
nay. so far

did he forget himself on this occasion, that he

caught the fair creature in his arms, and rudely

ravished a kiss from those hps which he had be-

fore contemplated with the most distant reverence

of desire.

Having thus broken down the fences of decorum,

and being heated with transport, he, in all proba-

bility, would have acted the part of young Tar-

quin, and violated by force that sacred shrine of

honour, beauty, and unblemished truth, had not

the wrath kindled by such an unexpected outrage

inspired her with strength and spirits sufficient to

protect her virtue, and intimidate the ruffian who
could offer violence to such perfection. She broke

from his detested embrace with surprising agility,

and called aloud to her landlady for assistance ;

but that discreet matron was resolved to hear

nothing, and Fathom's appetite being whetted to a

most brutal degree of eagerness, " Madam," said

he, " all opposition is vain. What you have re-

fused to my entreaties, you shall yield to my
power ; and I am determined to force you to your

own advantage."

So saying, he sprung towards her, with the most

savage and impious intent, when this amiable

heroine snatching up his sword, which lay upon a

by table, and unsheathing it instantaneously, pre-

sented the point to his breast, and, while her eyes

glanced with intolerable keenness, " Villain I" cried

she, •' the spirit of my father animates my bosom,

and the vengeance of Heaven shall not be frus-

trated." He was not so much affected by his bodily-

danger, as awe-struck at the manner of her ad-

dress, and the appearance of her aspect, which

seemed to shine with something supernatural, and

actually disordered his whole faculties, insomuch

tnat he retreated without attempting to make the

least reply ; and she, having secured the door after

his departure, sat down to ponder upon this shock-

ing event.

Words are wanting to describe the accumulated

norrors that took possession of her mind, when she

thus beheld all her presaging fears realized, and

found herself at the mercy of two wretches, who
had now pulled off the mask, after having lost all

sentiments of humanity. Common affliction was
an agreeable reverie to what she suffered, deprived

of her parents, exiled from her friends and coun-

try, reduced to the brink of wanting the most in-

dispensable necessaries of life, in a foreign land,

where she knew not one person to whose protec-

tion she could have recourse, from the inexpressible

woes that environed her. She complained to Hea-
ven that her life was protracted, for the augmen-
tation of that misery which was already too severe

to be endured ; for she shuddered at the prospect

of being utterly abandoned in the last stage of mor
tality, without one friend to close her eyes, or do

the last offices of humanity to her breathless corse.

These were dreadful reflections to a young lady

who had been born to affluence and splendour,

trained up in all the elegance of education, by na-

ture fraught with that sensibility which refines the

sentiment and taste, and so tenderly cherished by

her indulgent parents, that they suffered not the

winds of Heaven to visit her face too roughly.

Having passed the night in such agony, she

rose at daybreak, and, hearing the chapel bell toll

for morning prayers, resolved to go to this place

of worship, in order to implore the assistance of

Heaven. She no sooner opened her chamber door,

with this intent, than she was met by Madame la

Mer, who, after having professed her concern for

what had happened over night, and imputed Mr.

Fathom's rudeness to the spirit of intoxication, by

which she had never before seen him possessed, she

endeavoured to dissuade Monimia from her pur-

pose, by observing, that her health would be pre-

judiced by the cold morning air ; but finding her

determined, she insisted upon accompanying her

to chapel, on pretence of respect, though, in reality,

with a view to prevent the escape of her beauteous

lodger. Thus attended, the hapless mourner entered

the place, and. according to the laudable hospitality

of England, which is the only country in Christen-

dom where a stranger is not made welcome to the

house of God, this amiable creature, emaciated and

enfeebled as she was, must have stood in a com-

mon passage during the whole service, had not she

been perceived by a humane gentlewoman, who,

struck with her beauty and dignified air, and

melted with sympathy at the ineffable sorrow which

was visible in her countenance, opened the pew in

which she sat, and accommodated Monimia and

her attendant. If she was captivated by her first

appearance, she was not less affected by the de-

portment of her fair guest, which was the pattern

of genuine devotion.

In a word, this good lady, who was a merchant's

widow in opulent circumstances, was inflamed with

a longing desire to know and befriend the amiable

stranger, who, after service, turning about to thank

her for her civility, Madam Clement, with that

frankness which is the result of true benevolence,

told her, she was too much prepossessed in her fa-

vour to let slip this opportunity of craving her

acquaintance, and of expressing her inclination to

alleviate, if possible, that affliction which was mani-

fest in her looks.

Monimia, overwhelmed with gratitude and sur-

prise at this unexpected address, gazed upon the

lady in silence, and when she repeated her tenders

of service, could make no other reply to her good-

ness, than by bursting into a flood of tears. This

was a species of eloquence which did not pass un

regarded by Madam Clement, who, while her own

eves were bedewed with the drops of sympathy and

compassion, took the lovely orphan by the hand,

and led her, without further ceremony, to her own

coach, that stood waiting at the door, whither they

were followed by Mrs. la Mer, who was so much
confounded at the adventure, that she made no ob-

jections to the proposal of the lady, who handed

her lodger into the carriage ; but retired, with all

possible despatch, to make Fathom acquainted with

this unforeseen event.
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Meanwhile the agitation of Monimia, at this pro-
vidential deliverance, was such as had well nigh
destroyed her tender frame. The Wood flushed
and forsook her cheeks by turns ; she trembled
from head to foot, notwithstanding the consolatory
assurances of Madam Clement, and, without being
able to utter one word, was conducted to the house
of that kind benefactress, where the violence of
her transports overpowered her constitution, and
she sunk down upon a couch in a swoon, from
which she was not easily recovered. This affect-

ing circumstance augmented the pity, and interested

the curiosity of Madam Clement, who concluded
there was something very extraordinary in the case
of the stranger, to produce these agonies ; and
grew impatient to hear the particulars of her
story.

Monimia no sooner retrieved the use of her fa-

culties, than looking around, and observing with
what humane concern her new hostess was em-
ployed in effecting her recovery, " Is this," said

she, " a flattering illusion of the brain ? or am I

really under the protection of some beneficent
being, whom Heaven hath inspired with generosity
to rescue an hapless stranger from the most forlorn

state of misery and woe ?" Her voice was at all

times ravishingly sweet ; and this exclamation was
pronounced with such pathetic fervour, that Madam
Clement clasped her in her arms, and, kissing her
with all the eagerness of maternal affection, " Yes,"
cried she, "fair creature. Heaven hath bestowed
upon me an heart to compassionate, and power, I
hope, to lighten the burden of your sorrows."

She then prevailed upon her to take some
nourishment, and afterwards to recount the par-
ticulars of her fate ; a task she performed with
such accuracy and candour, that Madam Clement,
far from suspecting her sincerity, saw truth and
conviction in every circumstance of her tale

; and,
having condoled her misfortunes, entreated her to

forget them, or at least look upon herself as one
sheltered under the care and tuition of a person
whose study it would be to supply her want of na-
tural parents. This would have been an happy
vicissitude of fortune, had it not arrived too late

;

but such a sudden and unlooked-for transition not
only disordered the faculties of poor Monimia's
mind, but also overpowered the organs of her body,
already fatigued and enfeebled by the distresses

she had undergone ; so that she was taken ill of a
fever that same night, and became delirious before
morning, when a physician was called to her as-

sistance.

While this gentleman was in the house, Madam
Clement was visited by Fathom, who, after having
complained, in the most insinuating manner, that
she had encouraged his wife to abandon her duty,
told her a plausible story of his first acquaintance
with Monimia, and his marriage at the Fleet,
which, he said, he was ready to prove by the evi-

dence of the clergyman who joined them, and that
of Mrs. la Mer, who was present at the ceremony.
The good lady, although a little staggered at the
genteel appearance and engaging address of this

stranger, could not prevail upon herself to believe
that she had been imposed upon by her fair lodger,
who by this time had given too convincing a proof
of her sincerity

;
nevertheless, in order to prevent

any dispute that might be prejudicial to the health
or recovery ofMonimia, she gave him to understand,
that she would not at present enter upon the merits

of the cause, but only assure him, that the young
lady was actually bereft of her senses, and in im-
minent danger of her life ; for the truth of which
assertions she would appeal to his own observation,
and the opinion of the physician, who was then em-
ployed in writing a prescription for the cure of her
disease.

So saying, she conducted him into the chamber,
where he beheld the hapless virgin stretched upon a
sick-bed, panting under the violence of a distemper
too mighty for her weakly frame, her hair dishe-
velled, and discomposure in her looks ; all the
roses of her youth were faded, yet all the graces of
her beauty were not fled. She retained that sweet-
ness and symmetry, which death itself could not
destroy; and though her discourse was incoherent,
her voice was still musical, resembling those
feathered songsters who warble their native wood-
notes wild.

Fathom, as upon all other occasions, so on this,

did behave like an inimitable actor ; he ran to the
bed-side, with all the trepidation of a distracted
lover ; he fell upon his knees, and, while the tears
rolled down his cheeks, imprinted a thousand kisses
on the soft hand of Monimia, who regarding him
with a lack-lustre and undistinguishing eye, "Alas!
Renaldo," said she, "we were born to be unhappy."
" Would to heaven," cried Ferdinand, in a transport
of grief, "the wretch Renaldo had never been born

!

that is the villain who seduced the affection of this

unfortunate woman. I admitted the traitor into
my friendship and confidence, relieved him in his
necessities

; and, like the ungrateful viper, he hath
stung the very bosom that cherished him in his
distress." Then he proceeded to inform Madam
Clement how he had delivered that same Renaldo
from prison, maintained him afterwards at a great
expense, and at length furnished him with a sum
of money and proper credentials to support his
interest at the Court of Vienna.

_

Having finished this detail, he asked the physi-
cian's sentiments of his wife's distemper, and being
told that her life was in extreme jeopardy, begged
he would use his utmost endeavours in her behalf,
and even made him a tender of an extraordinary
fee, which was refused. He also thanked Madam
Clement for her charity and benevolence towards a
stranger, and took his leave with many polite pro-
fessions of gratitude and esteem. He had no
sooner quitted the house, than the physician, who
was

_
a humane man, and a foreigner, began to

caution the lady against his insinuations, observing,
that some circumstances of the story concerning
Renaldo were, to his particular knowledge, con-
trary to truth ; for that he himself had been applied
to for letters of recommendation in behalf of CouDt
Melvil, by a Jew merchant of his acquaintance,
who had supplied the young gentleman with money
sufficient for his occasions, in consequence of a
minute inquiry he had made into the character of
Renaldo, who was, by all reports, a youth of strict
honour and untainted morals.
Madam Clement, thus cautioned, entered into de-

liberation with her own thoughts, and comparing
the particulars of this account with those of Moni-
mia's own story, she concluded that Fathom was
the very traitor he himself had described ; and that
he had, by abusing the confidence of both, effected
a fatal breach between two innocent and deserving
lovers. She accordingly looked upon him with
horror and detestation ; but nevertheless resolved
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to treat him with civility in the mean time, that the

poor young lady might not he disturbed in her last

moments ; for she had now lost all hopes of her re-

covery. Yet the fever abated, and in two days she

retrieved the use of her reason ;
though the dis-

temper had affected her lungs, and she was in all

appearance doomed to linger a few weeks longer in

a consumption.
Fathom was punctual in his visitation, though

never admitted into her presence after the delirium

vanished ; and he had the opportunity of seeing

her conveyed in a chariot to Kensington Gravel

Pits, a place which may he termed the last stage of

many a mortal peregrination. He now implicitly

believed that death would in a few days baffle all

his designs upon the unfortunate Monimia ; and
foreseeing that, as be had owned himself her hus-

band, he might be obliged to defray the expense in-

curred by her sickness and burial, he very prudently

intermitted in his visits, and had recourse to the

intelligence of his auxiliary.

As for Monimia, she approached the goal of life,

not simply with resignation, but with rapture. She
enjoyed in tranquillity the conversation of her

kind benefactress, who never stirred from her
apartment ; she was blessed with the spiritual con-

solation of a worthy clergyman, who removed all

her religious scruples ; and she congratulated herself

on the near prospect of'that land of peace where
sorrow is not known.
At length Mrs. la Mer gave notice to our adven-

turer of this amiable young lady's decease, and the

time fixed for the interment. Upon which these

two virtuous associates took possession of a place

from whence they could, unperceived, behold the

funeral. He must have a hard heart, who, without

an emotion of pity, can see the last offices performed

to a young creature cut off in the flower of youth

and beauty, even though he knows not her name,

and is an utter stranger to her virtues. How callous

then must the soul of that wretch have been, who,
without a symptom of remorse or concern, saw the

sable hearse adorned with white plumes, as emblems
of Moniniia's purity, pass before him, while her in-

comparable merit stood full in his remembrance,
and he knew himself the wicked cause of her un-

timely fate

!

Perfidious wretch ! thy crimes turn out so atro-

cious, that I half repent me of having undertaken

to record thy memoirs ; yet such monsters ought to

be exhibited to public view, that mankind may be

upon their guard against imposture ; that the world

may see how fraud is apt to overshoot itself; and
that, as virtue, though it may suffer for a while,

will triumph in the end; so iniquity, though it may
prosper for a season, will at last be overtaken by
that punishment and disgrace which are its due.

CHAPTER L.

Fathom shifts the Scene, and appears in a new Character.

Fathom's expectations with respect to the fair

orphan having thus proved abortive, he lost no
time in bewailing his miscarriage, but had immedi-

ate recourse to other means of improving his small

fortune, which, at this period, amounted to near

two hundred pounds. Whatever inclination he had
to resume the character he had formerly borne in

the polite world, he durst not venture to launch out

again into the expense necessary to maintain that

station, because his former resources were now

stopped, and all the people of fashion by this time

convinced of his being a needy adventurer. Never-
theless, he resolved to sound the sentiments of his

old friends at a distance, and judge, from the recep-

tion he should meet with, how far he might presume
upon their countenance and favour. For he rightly

supposed, that if he could in any shape contribute

to their interest or amusement, they would easily

forgive his former pretensions to quality, arrogant

as they were, and still entertain him on the footing

of a necessary acquaintance.

With this view, he one day presented himself at

court in a very gay suit of clothes, and bowed, at a

distance, to many of his old fashionable friends of

both sexes, not one of whom favoured him with any
other notice, than that of a quarter curtsy, or

slight inclination of the head. For, by this time,

the few that remembered him knew from what re-

tirement he now emerged, and avoided him ac-

cordingly as the gaol infection. But the greater

part of those who had cultivated him in the zenith

of his fortune were now utter strangers to his

person, which they had actually forgot, amidst the

succession of novelties that surrounded them ; or,

if they did recollect his name, it was remembered
as an old fashion which had been many months out

of date.

Notwithstanding these mortifying discourage-

ments, our hero, that same evening, effected a

lodgement in a certain gaming-house not far from

St. James's ;
and, as he played pretty high, and

made a parade of his ready money, he was soon

recognized by divers persons of consequence, who
cordially welcomed him to England, on pretence

of believing he had been abroad, and with great

complacency repeated their former professions of

friendship.
" Though this was a certain way of

retaining the favour of those worthies, while his

finances continued to flourish, and his payments

were prompt, he knew the weakness of his funds

too well, to think they could bear the vicissitudes

of play ; and the remembrance of the two British

knights who had spoiled him at Paris, hung over

his imagination with the most frightful presages.

Besides, he perceived that gaming was now ma-
naged in such a manner, as rendered skill and

dexterity of no advantage. For the spirit of play

having overspread the land, like a pestilence, raged

to such a degree of madness and desperation, that

the unhappy people who were infected, laid aside

all thoughts of amusement, economy, or caution,

and risked their fortunes upon issues equally extra-

vagant, childish, and absurd.

The whole mystery of the art was reduced to the

simple exercise of tossing up a guinea, and the

lust of laying wagers, which they indulged to a

surprising pitch of ridiculous intemperance. In

one corner of the room might be heard a pair of

lordlings running their grandmothers against each

other, that is, betting sums on the longest liver ;
in

another the success of the wager depended upon

the sex of the landlady's next child ; and one of

the waiters happening to drop down in an apo-

plectic fit, a certain noble peer exclaimed, " Dead

for a thousand pounds." The challenge was im-

mediately accepted ; and when the master of the

house sent for a surgeon to attempt the cure, the

nobleman, who set the price upon the patient's

head, insisted upon his being left to the efforts of

nature alone, otherwise the wager should be void.

Nay, when the landlord harped upon the loss he
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should sustain by the death of a trusty servant, his
lordship obviated the objection, by desiring that
the fellow might be charged in the bill.

In short, the rage of gaming seemed to have
devoured all their other faculties, and to have
equalled the rash enthusiasm of the inhabitants of
Malacca in the East Indies, who are so possessed
with that pernicious spirit, that they sacrifice to it

not only their fortunes, but also their wives and
children

; and then letting their hair down upon
their shoulders, in imitation of the ancient Lacedae-
monians when they devoted themselves to death,
those wretches unsheath their daggers, and murder
every living creature in their way. In this, how-
ever, they differ from the gamesters of our country,
who never find their senses, until they have lost
their fortunes, and beggared their families; whereas
the Malays never run a muck, but in consequence
of misery and despair.

Such are the amusements, or rather such is the
continual employment of those hopeful youths who
are destined by birth to be the judges of our pro-
perty, and pillars of our constitution. Such are
the heirs and representatives of those patriots who
planned, and those heroes who maintained, the
laws and freedom of their country ; who were the
patrons of merit, the fathers of the poor, the terror
of vice and immorality, and at once the ornaments
and support of a happy nation.
Our adventurer considered all these circum-

stances with his wonted sagacity, and seeing upon
what precarious footing he must stand, should he
rank himself with such society, he wisely came to
the resolution of descending one step in the degrees
of life, and of taking upon him the title of physician,
under which he did not despair of insinuating him-
self into the pockets of his patients, and into the
secrets of private families, so as to acquire a com-
fortable share of practice, or captivate the heart of
some heiress or rich widow, whose fortune would
at once render him independent and happy.

After this determination, his next care was to
concert measures for his first appearance in this
new character ; well knowing, that the success of
a physician, in a great measure, depends upon the
external equipage in which he first declares himself
an adept in the healing art. He first of all pro-
cured a few books on the subject of medicine,
which he studied with great attention during the
remaining part of the winter and spring, and re-
paired to Tunbridge with the first of the season,
where he appeared in the uniform of iEsculapius,
namely a plain suit, full trimmed, with a voluminous
tie periwig

; believing that in this place he might
glide, as it were, imperceptibly into the functions of
his new employment, and gradually accustom him-
self to the method and form of prescription.
A man so well known in the gay world could

not be supposed to effect such a transformation
without being observed

; and therefore, in order to
anticipate the censure and ridicule of those who
might be tempted to make themselves merry at his
expense, he, on his arrival at the wells, repaired to
the shop of an apothecary, and calling for pen, ink,
and paper, wrote a prescription, which he desired
Bight be immediately made up. While this was
doing by the servant, he was invited into a parlour
by the master, with whom he entered into conver-
sation touching the properties of the Tunbridge
water, which seemed to have been his particular
study

; and indeed he had perused Kouzee's treatise
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on that subject with indefatigable assiduity. From
this theme, he made digressions into other parts of
medicine, upon which he spoke with such plausible
elocution, that the apothecary, whose knowledge in
that art was not very profound, looked upon him
as a physician of great learning and experience,
and hinted a desire of knowing his name and
situation.

Fathom accordingly gave him to understand,
that he had studied physic, and had taken his de-
grees at Padua, rather for his amusement, than with
any view of exercising medicine, as he then could
not possibly foresee the misfortunes which had
since happened to his family, and by which he was
now compelled to have recourse to a profession that
was very much beneath the expectations of his
birth.

_
Yet he bore his disappointments with re-

signation, and even good humour, and blessed his
stars for having inclined him to the study of any
branch of knowledge by which he might be enabled
to laugh at the vicissitudes of fortune. He then
observed, that he had practised with some applause
at the hot well near Bristol, before he thought he
should be ever reduced to the necessity of taking a
fee

;
and that, in all probability, his metamorphosis,

when known, would furnish matter of surprise and
merriment to some of his old acquaintance.
The apothecary was equally struck with his po-

lite address, and pleased with his agreeable dis-
course. He consoled him for the misfortunes of
his family, by assuring him, that in England no-
thing could be more honourable, or indeed profita-
ble, than the character of a physician, provided he
could once wriggle himself into practice ; and in-
sinuated, that, although he was restricted by certain
engagements with other persons of the faculty, he
should be glad of an opportunity to show his re-
gard for Doctor Fathom. This was a very effectual
method which our hero took to intimate his new
character to the public. By the industry and com-
municative disposition of the apothecary, it was
circulated in half a day through every family in
the place; and, next morning, when Ferdinand
appeared, the company forthwith assembled in se-
parate groups, and from each knot he heard his
name reverberated in a whisper.
Having thus announced himself to all whom it

might concern, and allowed the ladies two days to
discuss the merit of his transfiguration, together
with the novelty of the case, he ventured to salute,
at a distance, a lady and her daughter, who had
been his patients at the hot well

; and, although
they honoured his bow with the return of a slight
curtsy, they gave him not the least encouragement
to make a nearer approach. Notwithstanding this
rebuff, he concluded, that, should the health of
either come in question, they would renew their
application to his skill, and what was refused by
their pride would be granted by their apprehension.
Here, however, he happened to be mistaken in his
conjecture.

The young lady being seized with a violent head-
ache and palpitation, her mother desired the apo-
thecary to recommend a physician ; and the person
with whom he was contracted being at that time
absent, he proposed Doctor Fathom as a man of
great ability and discretion. But the good lady
rejected the proposal with disdain, because she had
formerly known him in the character of a count-
though that very character was the chief reason
that had then induced her to crave his advice.
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Such is the caprice of the -world in general, that

•whatever bears the face of novelty captivates, or

rather bewitches, the imagination, and confounds

the ideas of reason and common sense. If, for ex-

ample, a scullion, from the clinking of pewter,

shall conceive a taste for the clinking of rhyme,

and make shift to bring together twenty syllables,

so as that the tenth and last shall have the like

ending, the composition is immediately extolled as

a miracle ; and what appeals to the admiration is

not the wit, the elegance, or poetry of the work,

but the uncultivated talent and humble station of

the author. A reader does not exclaim, " What a

delicate sentiment ! what a beautiful simile !
what

easy and musical versification !"—but cries in rap-

ture, "Heavens! what a prodigy! a poet from

the scullerv ! a muse in livery ! or, Apollo with a

trowel !"—The public is astonished into liberality

—

the scullion eats from those trenchers he scoured

before—the footman is admitted into the coach

behind which he was wont to stand—and the brick-

layer, instead of plastering walls, bedaubs his

illustrious partner with the mortar of his praise.

Thus, lifted into a higher sphere, their talents

receive cultivation ;
they become professed bards,

and though their subsequent works bear evident

marks of improvement, they are neglected among

the rest of their brethren, because that novelty,

which recommended them in the beginning, no

longer remains.

So it fared with our adventurer in his new occu-

pation. There was something so extraordinary in

a nobleman's understanding medicine, and so un-

common in a physician's prescribing gratis, that

the curiosity and admiration of the company at

Bristol were engaged, and they followed his advice,

as the direction of some supernatural intelligence.

But, now that he professed himself one of the

faculty, and might be supposed to have refreshed

his memory, and reinforced his knowledge for the

occasion, he was as much overlooked as any other

physician unsupported by interest or cabal ;
or, at

least, the notice he attracted was not at all to the

advantage of his character, because it wholly re-

garded the decline of his fortune, which is a never-

failing fund of disgrace.

These mortifications did not overcome the pa-

tience and perseverance of Fathom, who foresaw,

that the soothing hand of time would cast a veil of

oblivion over those scenes which were remembered

to his prejudice; and that, in the mean time,

though he was excluded from the private parties

of the fair sex, in which his main hope of success

was placed, he should be able to insinuate himself

into some degree of favour and practice among the

male patients ; and some lucky cure, properly dis-

played, might be the means of propagating his

fame, and banishing that reserve which at present

interfered with his purpose. Accordingly, it was

not long before he found means to break that spell

of universal prejudice that hedged him in. At the

ordinary which he frequented, his polite carriage,

facetious remarks, and agreeable stories, soon con-

ciliated the regard of his fellow guests, among

whom he sometimes rallied his own transformation

with singular good humour and success. He was

even witty upon his want of employment, and used

to observe, that a physician without practice had

r>ne comfort to which his brethren were strangers,

namely, that the seldomer he had occasion to pre-

scribe, the less he had upon his conscience on

account of being accessory to the death of his

fellow-creatures.

Nothing so effectually blunts the shafts of ridi-

cule, and defeats the aims of slander, as this method

of anticipation. In spite of the arrows that were

levelled against his reputation from every tea-table

at Tunbridge, he made his party good among almost

all the gay young gentlemen that frequented the

place. Far from avoiding his company, they began

to court his conversation, and he was commonly
seen in the walks surrounded with a group of

admirers.

Having thus paved the way for a total removal

of the invidious prepossession that obstructed his

views, he, one night, while every person was lulled

in the arms of repose, and universal silence pre-

vailed, tuned his violin, and began to play some

masterly airs, in a tone so uncommonly expressive,

and with such ravishing dexterity of execution,

that a certain lady, who lodged in the same house,

being waked by the music, and ignorant of the

source from which it flowed, listened with rapture,

as to the harp of an angel, and wrapping herself in

a loose gown, rose and opened her chamber-door,

in order to discover in what apartment the musician

resided. She no sooner entered the passage, than

she found her fellow-lodgers already assembled on

the same occasion; and there they remained during

the best part of the night, transported by the

harmony which our hero produced.

Doctor Fathom was immediately known to be the

author of this entertainment ; and thus retrieved

the benefit of that admiration which he had for-

feited by appearing in the shape of a physician.

For, as people had formerly wondered to see a

Count skilled in medicine, they were now amazed

to find a physician such a master in music.

The good effects of this stratagem were almost

instantaneous. His performance became the topic

of discourse among all the fashionable company.

His male friends complimented him from the in-

formation of the other sex ; and that lady whom he

had regaled, instead of that shyness and disdain

with which she used to receive his salutation, at

their very next meeting in the thoroughfare, re-

turned his bow with marks of profound respect.

Nay, at midnight, she, with the rest, took post in

the same place where they had been stationed

before; and, by frequent tittering, and repeated

whispers, gave intimation to Fathom, that they

would be glad of a second serenade. But he was

too well acquainted with the human passions to

indulge this their desire. It was his interest to

inflame their impatience, rather than to gratify

their expectation ; and therefore he tantalized them

for some hours, by tuning his violin, and playing

some flourishes, which, however, produced nothing

to fulfil their wishes.

At the ordinary, he was accosted by a gentle-

man, a lodger in the same house, who assured him,

that the ladies would take it as a great favour if he

would let them know when he intended to amuse

himself again with his instrument, that they might

not, by falling asleep beforehand, deprive them-

selves of the pleasure of hearing his music. To

this message he replied, with an air of consequence

and reserve, that, though music was not the art he

professed, he should be always complaisant enough

to entertain the ladies to the utmost of his power,

when their commands were signified to him in a

manner suited to his character ; but that he would
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never put himself on the footing of an itinerant
harper, whose music is tolerated through the medium
of a board partition. The gentleman having re-

ported this answer to his constituents, they em-
powered him to invite Doctor Fathom to breakfast,
and he was next morning introduced with the
usual ceremony, and treated with uncommon regard
by all the females of the house, assembled for his

reception.

Having thus broken the ice of their aversion in

one part, so as that the beams of his personal accom-
plishments had room to operate, he soon effected a
general thaw in his favour, and found himself
growing once more into request among the most
amiable part of the creation. His company was
coveted, and his taste consulted in their balls, eon-
certs, and private assemblies ; and he recompensed
the regard they paid to him with an incessant exer-
tion of his agreeable talents, politeness, and good
humour.

CHAPTER LL
Triumphs over a Medical Rival.

Yet, in the midst of all this attention, his medical
capacity seemed to be quite forgot. They respected
his good breeding, were charmed with" his voice,
and admired the fine touches of his hand upon the
violin ; but in cultivating the fiddler, they utterly
neglected the physician ; and in vain did he attempt
to divide their regard, by taking all opportunities
to turn the conversation into a more interesting
channel. It was to little purpose he endeavoured
to arouse the wonder of his audience with frequent
descriptions of portentous maladies and amazing
cures he had seen and performed in the course of
his study and practice abroad ; and to no effect did
he publicly busy himself in making experiments
on the mineral water, in which he pretended to
have made several new and important discoveries.
These efforts did not make a lasting impression
upon the minds of the company; because they saw
nothing surprising in a physician's being acquainted
with all the mysteries of his art; and, as their
custom was already bespoke for others of the pro-
fession, whom it was their interest to employ, our
adventurer might, have starved amidst the caresses
of his acquaintance, had not he derived consider-
able advantage from a lucky accident in the course
of his expectancy.
A gentlewoman's daughter, of a weakly consti-

tution, by drinking the waters, had so far recovered
her health and complexion, as to allure the affection
of a young squire in the neighbourhood, who
amused her for some time with his addresses, until
his heart was seduced by the charms of another
young lady lately arrived at the wells. The for-
saken nymph, shocked at this disgrace and mor-
tification, relapsed into her former languishing
disorder

; and was by her mother put under the
management and prescription of a physician, who
had been an industrious enemy of Fathom from
his first appearance at Tunbridge. The patient,
though violently chagrined at the levity of her
quondam admirer, was not altogether without hope,
that the very same inconstancy which had prompted
him to leave her, might in time induce him to re-
turn, after the novelty of his new passion should be
wore off ; and this hope served to support her un-
der the sorrow and disgrace of her disappointment.
At length, however, the squire and his new mis-

I tress disappeared; and some busy body was officious

enough to communicate this piece of news to the
forlorn shepherdess, with this additional circum-
stance, that they were gone to a neighbouring
parish to be joined in the bands of wedlock.

These fatal tidings were no sooner imparted to

the abandoned Phillis, than she was seized with an
hysteric fit

;
and, what rendered the accident more

unfortunate, her physician had been called to the
country, and was not expected at Tunbridge till

next day. The apothecary was immediately sum-
moned

; and, being either puzzled by the symptoms,
or afraid of encroaching upon the province of his
superiors, advised the old lady to send for Doctor
Fathom without delay. She had no other objection
to this expedient, but the enmity which she knew
subsisted between the two leeches

; yet, hearing
that her own doctor would not consult with Fathom
upon his return, but, perhaps, renounce the patient,
by which means her daughter's health might be
endangered, she would not solicit our hero's assist-

ance, until the young lady had remained seven
hours speechless and insensible

;
when, her fear

prevailing over every other consideration, she im-
plored the advice of our adventurer, who, having
made the necessary interrogations, and felt the
patient's pulse, which was regular and distinct,
found reason to conclude that the fit would not last
much longer, and, after having observed that she
was in a very dangerous way, prescribed some
medicines for external application

; and, to enhance
their opinion of his diligence and humanity, re-
solved to stay in the room and observe their effect.

His judgment did not fail him on this occasion.
In less than half an hour after his embrocations
had been applied, she recovered the use of her
tongue, opened her eyes, and having, in delirious
exclamations, upbraided her perfidious lover, be-
came quite sensible and composed, though she con-
tinued extremely low and dejected. To remedy
these sinkings, certain cordials were immediately
administered, according to the prescription of Doc-
tor Fathom, upon whom extraordinary encomiums
were bestowed by all present, who believed he had
actually rescued her from the jaws of death ; and
as he was by this time let into the secrets of the
family, he found himself in a fair way of being an
egregious favourite of the old gentlewoman

; when,
unluckily, his brother, having dismissed his coun-
try patient with uncommon despatch, entered the
apartment, and eyed his rival with looks of inex-
pressible rage

; then, surveying the patient, and the
phials that stood upon the table, by turns, " What,
in the name of God 1" cried he. " is the meaning
of all this trash ?"

" Really, doctor," replied the mother, a little con-
founded at being thus taken by surprise, " Biddy-
has been taken dangerously ill, and lain seven or
eight hours in a severe fit, from which I am confi-
dent she would never have recovered without the
help of a physician ; and as you were absent, we
had recourse to this gentleman, whose prescription
hath had a happy and surprising effect." " Effect "'

cried this offended member of the faculty, " pshaw .'

—stuff!—who made you judge of effects or causes?"
Then advancing to the patient, " What has been
the matter, Miss Biddy, that you could not wait till

my return ?"

Here Fathom interposing, " Sir," said he, " if
you will step into the next room, I will commu-
nicate my sentiments of the case, together with the
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method upon which I have proceeded, that we may
deliberate upon the next step that is to be taken."

Instead of complying with this proposal, he seated

himself in a chair, with his back to our adventurer,

and, while he examined Miss Biddy's pulse, gave

him to understand, that he should not consult with

him about the matter.

Fathom, not in the least disconcerted at this

uncivil answer, walked round his antagonist, and,

placing himself in his front, desired to know his

reason for treating him with such supercilious con-

tempt. " I am resolved," said the other, " never

to consult with any physician who has not taken

his degrees at either of the English universities."

" Upon the supposition," replied our adventurer,
" that no person can be properly educated for the

profession at any other schooL" " You are in the

right," answered Doctor Looby ;
" that is one of

many reasons I have to decline the consultation."

" How far you are in the right," retorted Fathom,
" I leave the world to judge, after I have observed,

that, in your English universities, there is no oppor-

tunity of studying the art ; no, not so much as a

lecture given on the subject. Nor is there one

physician of note in this kingdom who has not

derived the greatest part of his medical knowledge

from the instructions of foreigners."

Looby, incensed at this asseveration, which he

was not prepared to refute, exclaimed, in a most
infuriate accent, " Who are you?—whence came
you ?—where was you bred ? You are one of those,

I believe, who graduate themselves, and commence
doctors, the Lord knows how ; an interloper, who,

without license or authority, come hither to take

the bread out of the mouths of gentlemen who have

"been trained to the business in a regular manner,

and bestowed great pains and expense to qualify

themselves for the profession. For my own part,

my education cost me fifteen hundred pounds."
" Never was money laid out to less purpose,"

said Ferdinand ; " for it does not appear that you
have learned so much as the basis of medical ac-

quirements, namely, that decorum and urbanity

which ought to distinguish the deportment of every

physician. You have even debased the noblest and

most beneficial art that ever engaged the study of

mankind, which cannot be too much cultivated,

and too little restrained, in seeking to limit the

practice of it to a set of narrow-minded illiberal

wretches, who, like the lowest handicraftsmen, claim

the exclusive privileges of a corporation. Had you
doubted my ability, you ought to have satisfied

yourself in a manner consistent with decency and

candour ; but your behaviour on this occasion is

such a malicious outrage upon good manners and

humanity, that, were it not for my regard to these

ladies, I "would chastise you for your insolence on

the spot. Meanwhile, Madam," addressing him-

self to the mother, " you must give me leave to

insist upon your dismissing either that gentleman,

or me, without hesitation."

This peremptory language had an instantaneous

effect upon the hearers. Looby's face grew pale,

and his nether lip began to tremble. The patient

was dismayed, and the old gentlewoman concerned

and perplexed. She earnestly besought the gentle-

men to be reconciled to each other, and enter into

a friendly consultation upon her daughter's distem-

per ; but, finding both equally averse to accom-
modation, and Fathom becoming more and more
importunate in his demand, she presented him with

a double fee ; and giving him to understand that

Doctor Looby had long attended the family, and
was intimately acquainted with her own and Biddy's

constitution, said, she hoped he would not take it

amiss if she retained her old physician.

Though our hero was much mortified at this

triumph of his rival, he made a virtue of necessity,

and retired with great complaisance, wishing that

Miss Biddy might never again be the subject of

such a disagreeable dispute. Whether the patient

was frighted at this altercation, or displeased with

her mother's decision against an agreeable young
fellow, who had, as it were, recalled her from the

grave, and made himself master of the secret that

rankled at her heart, or the disease had wound up

her nerves for another paroxysm, certain it is, she

all of a sudden broke forth into a violent peal of

laughter, which was succeeded by the most doleful

cries, and other expressions of grief ; then she re-

lapsed into a fit, attended with strong convulsions,

to the unspeakable terror of the old gentlewoman,

who entreated Dr. Looby to be expeditious in his

prescription. Accordingly he seized the pen with

great confidence, and a whole magazine of anti-

hysteric medicines were, in different forms, exter-

nally and internally applied.

Nevertheless, either nature was disturbed in her

own efforts by these applications, or the patient

was resolved to disgrace the doctor. For the more
remedies that were administered, her convulsions

became the more violent ; and in spite of all his

endeavours, he could not overcome the obstinacy

of the distemper. Such a miscarriage, upon the

hack of his rival's success, could not fail to over-

whelm him with confusion; especially as the mo-
ther baited him with repeated entreaties to do

something for the recover)' of her daughter. At
length, after having exercised her patience in vain

for several hours, this affectionate parent could no

longer suppress the suggestions of her concern,

but, in an incoherent strain, told him that her duty

would not suffer her to be longer silent in an affair

on which depended the life of her dear child. That

she had seen enough to believe he had mistaken the

case of poor Biddy, and he could not justly blame

her for recalling Doctor Fathom, whose prescription

had operated in a miraculous manner.

Looby, shocked at this proposal, protested against

it with great vehemence, as an expedient highly

injurious to himself. " My remedies," said he. " are

just beginning to take effect, and, in all probability,

the fit will not last much longer ; so that, by calling

in another person at this juncture, you will de-

fraud me of that credit which is my due, and deck

my adversary with trophies to which he has no

pretension." She was prevailed upon, by this re-

monstrance, to wait another half hour, when per-

ceiving, as yet, no alteration for the better, and

being distracted with her fears, which reproached

her with want of natural affection, she sent a mes-

sage to Doctor Fathom, desiring to see him with

all possible despatch.

He was not slow in obeying the call, but hasten-

ing to the scene of action, was not a little surprised

to find Looby still in the apartment. This gentle-

man, since better might not be, resolved to sacri-

fice his pride to his interest, and, rather than lose

his patient altogether, and run the risk of forfeiting

his reputation at the same time, staid with intention

to compromise his difference with Fathom, that he

might not be wholly excluded from the honour of
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the cure, in case it could be effected But he had
reckoned without his host in his calculation of the
Count's placability

; for, when he put on his ca-
pitulating face, and, after a slight apology for his
late behaviour, proposed that all animosity should
subside in favour of the young lady, whose life was
at stake, our hero rejected his advances with infi-

nite disdain, and assured the mother, in a very
solemn tone, that, far from consulting with a man
who had treated him so unworthily, he would not
stay another minute in the house, unless he should
see him discarded ; a satisfaction barely sufficient
to atone for the affront he himself had suffered by
the unjust preference she had before given to his rival.

There was no remedy. Looby was obliged to
retreat in his turn ; then our adventurer, approach-
ing the bed-side, reconnoitred the patient, examined
the medicines which had been administered, and
lifting up his eyes in expressive silence, detached
the footman with a new order to the apothecary.
It was well the messenger used expedition, other-
wise Doctor Fathom would have been anticipated
by the operation of nature ; for, the fit having al-
most run its career, Miss Biddy was on the point I

of retrieving her senses, when the frontal pre-
scribed by Fathom was applied ; to the efficacy of
this, therefore, was ascribed her recovery, when

j
she opened her eyes, and began to pour forth un-
connected ejaculations ; and in a few moments
after, she was persuaded to swallow a draught pre-

I
pared for the purpose, her perception returned, and
Ferdinand gained the reputation of having per-
formed a second miracle.
But he was furnished with a piece of intelligence,

of much more energy than all she had taken, and
so soon as he concluded she was capable to bear
the news without any dangerous emotion, he,
among other articles of chit-chat culled for her
amusement, took the opportunity of telling the
company, that Squire Stub (the cause of Miss
Biddy's disorder) had, in his way to matrimony,
been robbed of his bride, by a gentleman to whom
she had been formerly engaged. He had waited
for her on purpose at an inn on the road, where he
found means to appease her displeasure, which he
had, it seems, incurred, and to supersede her new
lover, whom she quitted without ceremony

; upon
which the squire had returned to Tunbridge,
cursing her levity, yet blessing his good stars for
having so seasonably prevented his ruin, which
would have infallibly been the consequence of his
marrying such an adventurer.

It would be superfluous to observe, that these
tidings operated like an admirable specific on the
spirits of the young lady, who, while she affected
to pity the squire, was so much overjoyed at his
disappointment, that her eyes began to sparkle
with uncommon vivacity, and in less than two
hours after the last of those terrible attacks, she
was restored to a better state of health than she
had enjoyed for many weeks. Fathom was not
forgot amidst the rejoicings of the family. Besides
an handsome gratuity for the effects of his extra-
ordinary skill, the old lady favoured him with a
general invitation to her house, and the daughter
not only considered him as the restorer of her
health, and angel of her good fortune, but also
began to discover an uncommon relish for his con-
versation

; so that he was struck with the prospect
of succeeding Squire Stub in her affection. A con-
quest which, if sanctioned by the approbation of

the mother, would console him for all fne disap-
pointments he had sustained ; for Miss Biddy was
entitled to a fortune of ten thousand pounds, pro-
vided she should marry with the consent of her pa-
rent, who was the sole executrix of the father's will.

Animated with the hope of such an advanta-
geous match, our adventurer missed no opportunity
of mproving the lodgement he had made, while
the two ladies failed not to extol his medical capa-
city among all their female acquaintance. By
means of this circulation, his advice was demanded
in several other cases, which he managed with
such an imposing air of sagacity and importance,
that his fame began to spread, and before the end
of the season, he had ravished more than one half
of the business from his competitor. Notwithstand-
ing these fortunate events, he foresaw, that he
should find great difficulty in transplanting his re-
putation, so as to take root in London, which was
the only soil in which he could propose to rise to
any degree of prosperity and independence ; and
this reflection was grounded upon a maxim which
universally prevails among the English people,
namely, to overlook and wholly neglect, on their
return to the metropolis, all the connexions they
may have chanced to acquire during their resi-
dence at any of the medical wells. And this social
disposition is so scrupulously maintained, that two
persons who lived in the most intimate correspond
ence at Bath or Tunbridge, shall, in four-and-
twenty-hours so totally forget their friendship, as
to meet in St. James's Park, without betraying the
least token of recognition ; so that one would
imagine these mineral waters were so many streams
issuing from the river Lethe, so famed of old for
washing away all traces of memory and recollection.
Aware of this oblivious principle, Doctor Fathom

collected all his qualifications, in order to make
such an impression upon the heart of Miss Biddy,
as would resist all her endeavours to shake him
from her remembrance ; and his efforts succeeded
so well, that Squire Stub's advances to a recon-
ciliation were treated with manifest indifference.
In all probability our hero would have made a
very advantageous campaign, had not his good
fortune been retarded by an obstruction, which, as
he did not perceive it, he could not possibly sur-
mount. In displaying his accomplishments to
captivate the daughter, he had unwittingly made
an absolute conquest of the mother, who superin-
tended the conduct of Miss Biddy with such jealous
vigilance, that he could find no opportunity of pro-
fiting by the progress he had made in her heart

;

for the careful matron would never lose sight of
her, no, not for one moment.
Had the old lady given the least intimation to

our adventurer, of the sentiments she entertained
in his behalf, his complaisance was of such a pliable
texture, that he would have quitted his other pur-
suit, and made her the sole abject of his attention.
But she either depended upon the effect of his own
good taste and discernment, or was too proud to
disclose a passion which he had hitherto over-
looked.

CHAPTER LII.

Repairs to the Metropolis, and enrols himself among the
sons of Pa;an.

Before this affair could be brought to a proper
explanation, the season being almost ended, the
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ladies departed from Tunbridge, and in a little

time Doctor Fathom followed them to London,

having previously obtained permission to visit them

in that metropolis. He had solicited the same

favour of some other families, in which he hoped

to take root, though he knew they were pre-

engaged to different physicians; and resolving to

make his first medical appearance in London with

some eclat, he not only purchased an old chariot,

which was new painted for the purpose, but like-

wise hired a footman, whom he clothed in laced

livery, in order to distinguish himself from the

common run of his brethren.

This equipage, though much more expensive

than his finances could bear, he found absolutely

necessary to give him a chance for employment

;

as every shabby retainer to physic, in this capital,

had provided himself with a vehicle, which was

altogether used by way of a travelling sign post, to

draw in customers; so that a walking physician

was considered as an obscure pedlar, trudging from

street to street, with his pack of knowledge on his

shoulders, and selling his remnants of advice by

retail. A chariot was not now set up for the con-

venience of a man sinking under the fatigue of ex-

tensive practice, but as a piece of furniture every

way as necessary as a large periwig with three

tails ; and a physician, let his merit, in other re-

spects, be never so conspicuous, can no more ex-

pect to become considerable in business, without

the assistance of this implement, than he can hope

to live without food, or breathe without a windpipe.

This requisite is so well understood, that, exclu-

sive of those who profess themselves doctors, every

raw surgeon, every idle apothecary, who can make
interest with some foolhardy coachmaker, may be

seen dancing the hays in all places of public resort,

and grinning to one another from their respective

carriages. Hence proceed many of those cruel

accidents which are recorded in the daily papers.

An apothecary's horses take fright, and run away

with his chariot, which is heard of no more. An
eminent surgeon being overturned, is so terrified

at the thoughts of mutilation, that he resolves to

walk on foot all the days of his life ; and the coach-

man of a physician of great practice, having the

misfortune to be disabled by a fall from the box,

his master can never find another to supply his

place.

None of these observations escaped the pene-

trating eye of Fathom, who, before he pretended to

seat himself in this machine, had made proper in-

quiry into all the other methods practised, with a

view to keep the wheels in motion. In his re-

searches, he found that the great world was wholly

engrossed by a few practitioners who had arrived

at the summit of reputation, consequently were no

longer obliged to cultivate those arts by which they

rose ; and that the rest of the business was parcelled

out into small enclosures, occupied by different

groupes of personages, male and female, who stood

in rings, and tossed the ball from one to another,

there being in each department two sets, the indi-

viduals of which relieved one another occasionally.

Every knot was composed of a waiting-woman,

nurse, apothecary, surgeon, and physician, and

sometimes a midwife was admitted into the party ;

and in this manner the farce was commonly per-

formed.
A fine lady, fatigued with idleness, complains of

the vapours, is deprived of her rest, though not so

sick as to have recourse to medicine. Her favourite

maid, tired with giving her attendance in the night,

thinks proper, lor the benefit of her own repose, to

complain of a violent headache, and recommends to

her mistress a nurse of approved tenderness and

discretion ; at whose house, in all likelihood, the

said chambermaid hath oft given the rendezvous to

a male friend. The nurse, well skilled in the

mysteries of her occupation, persuades the patient,

that her malady, far from being slight or chime-

rical, may proceed to a very dangerous degree of

the hysterical affection, unless it be nipt in the bud
by some very effectual remedy. Then she recounts

a surprising cure performed by a certain apothe-

cary, and appeals to the testimony of the waiting-

woman, who being the gossip of his wife, confirms

the evidence, and corroborates the proposal. The
apothecary being summoned, finds her ladyship iD

such a delicate situation, that he declines pre-

scribing, and advises her to send for a physician

without delay. The nomination of course falls to

him, and the doctor being called, declares the ne-

cessity of immediate venesection, which is accord-

ingly performed by a surgeon of the association.

This is one way of beginning the game. Though
the commencement often varies, and sometimes the

apothecary, and sometimes the physician opens th 2

scene ; but, be that as it will, they always appear in

a string, like a flight of wild geese, and each con-

federacy maintains a correspondence with one

particular undertaker. Fathom, upon these con-

siderations, set up his rest in the first floor of an

apothecary in the neighbourhood of Charing-Cross,

to whom he was introduced by a letter from a

friend at Tunbridge, and who being made acquainted

with his ability and scheme, promised to let slip no

opportunity of serving him ;
and, indeed, seemed to

espouse his interest with great alacrity. He in-

troduced him to some of his patients, on the strength

of a gratis visit, sounded forth his praise among all

the good women of his acquaintance ; and even pre-

vailed upon him to publish advertisements, import-

ing that he would every day, at a certain time and

place, give his advice to the poor for nothing ;
hoping

that, by means of some lucky cure, his fame might

be extended, and his practice grow into request.

In the mean time his chariot rolled along through

all the most frequented streets, during the whole

forenoon, and, at the usual hour, he never failed to

make his appearance at the medical coffee-house,

with all that solemnity of feature and address, by

which the modern sons of Paan are distinguished

;

not but that he was often puzzled about the deci-

sion of his diurnal route. For the method of

driving up one street, and down another, without

halting, was become such a stale expedient, that

the very 'prentices used to stand at the shop doors,

and ridicule the vain parade. At length, however

he perused the map of London with great diligence,

and having acquired a distinct idea of its topo-

graphy, used to alight at the end of long narrow

thoroughfares, and paved courts, where the chariot

was ordered to wait till his return ; and walking

with great gravity through the different turnings

of these alleys, regain his carriage by another

passage, and resume his seat with an air of vast

importance. With a view to protract the time of

his supposed visits, he would, at one place, turn

aside to a wall ; at another, cheapen an urinal
;
at a

third corner, read a quack advertisement, or lounge

a few minutes in some bookseller's shop: and.
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lastly, glide into some obscure coffee-house, and
treat himself with a dram of usquebaugh.
The other means used to force a trade, such as

ordering himself to be called from church, alarming
the neighbourhood with knocking at his door in

the night, receiving sudden messages in places of
resort, and inserting his cures by way of news in

the daily papers, had been so injudiciously hack-
neyed by every desperate sculler in physic, that

they had lost their effect upon the public, and
therefore were excluded from the plan of our ad-
venturer, whose scheme, for the present, was to

exert himself in winning the favour of those sage
Sybils, who keep, as it were, the temple of medi-
cine, and admit the young priest to the service of
the altar ; but this he considered as a temporary
project only, until he should have acquired interest

enough to erect an hospital, lock, or iufirmary, by
the voluntary subscription of his friends, a scheme
which had succeeded to a miracle with many of the
profession, who had raised themselves into notice
upon the carcases of the poor.

Yet even this branch was already overstocked,
insomuch that almost every street was furnished
with one of these charitable receptacles, which, in-

stead of diminishing the taxes for the maintenance
of the poor, encouraged the vulgar to be idle and
dissolute, by opening an asylum to them and their
families, from the diseases of poverty and intem-
perance. For it remains to be proved, that the
parish rates are decreased, the bills of mortality
lessened, the people more numerous, or the streets

less infested with beggars, notwithstanding the im-
mense sums yearly granted by individuals for the
relief of the indigent.

But, waving these reflections, Doctor Fathom
hoped, that his landlord would be a most useful
implement for extending his influence, and, for that
reason, admitted him into a degree of partnership,
after being fully convinced that he was not under
articles to any other physician. Nevertheless, he
was very much mistaken in reckoning on the im-
portance of his new ally, who was, like himself, a
needy adventurer, settled upon credit, and altogether
unemployed, except among the very refuse of the
people, whom no other person would take the trouble
to attend. So that our hero got little else than expe-
rience and trouble, excepting a few guineas which
he made shift to glean among sojourners, withwhom
he became occasionally acquainted, or young peo-
ple, who had been unfortunate in their amours.

In the midst of these endeavours, he did not
omit his duty to the old gentlewoman, whose
daughter he had cured at Tunbridge ; and was always
received with particular complacency, which, per-
haps, he, in some measure, owed to his genteel equi-
page, that gave credit to every door before which
it was seen

; yet, Miss Biddy was as inaccessible as
ever, while the mother became more and more warm
in her civilities, till at length, after having pre-
pared him with some extraordinary compliments, she
gave him to understand, that Biddy was no better
than a giddy-headed girl, far from being unex-
ceptionable in her moral character, and particularly
deficient in duty and gratitude to her, who had been
always a tender and indulgent parent ; she was
therefore determined to pimish the young minx for
her levity and want of natural affection, by altering
her own condition, could she find a worthy and
agreeable man, on whom she could bestow her hand
and fortune without a blush.

The film was instantly removed from Fathom's
eyes by this declaration, which she uttered with such
a significancy of look, as thrilled to his soul with
joyful presage, while he replied, it would, indeed,
be a difficult task to find a man who merited such
happiness and honour

; but, surely, some there
were, who would task their faculties to the utter-

most, in manifesting their gratitude, and desire of
rendering themselves worthy of such distinction.

Though this answer was pronounced in such a
manner, as gave her to understand he had taken
the hint, she would not cheapen her condescension
so much as to explain herself further at that juncture,
and he was very well contented to woo her on her
own terms

; accordingly he began to season his
behaviour with a spice of gallantry, when he had
opportunities of being particular with this new
inamorata, and, in proportion to the returns she
made, he gradually detached himself from Miss
Biddy, by intermitting, and, at last, discontinuing
those ardent expressions of love and admiration,
which he had made shift to convey in private looks
and stolen whispers, during the rancorous inspec-
tion of her mother.

Such alteration could not long escape the jealous
eyes of the young lady, no more than the cause of
this alienation, which, in a moment, converted all

her love into irreconcilable hate, and filled her whole
soul with the most eager desire of vengeance. For
she now not only considered him as a mercenary
wretch, who had slighted her attractions for the
sordid gratifications of avarice, but also as an inter-
loper, who wanted to intercept her fortune, in the
odious character of a father-in-law. But, before
she could bring her aim to any ripeness of contri-
vance, her mother having caught cold at church,
was seized with a rheumatic fever, became deli-
rious in less than three days, and,, notwithstanding
all the prescriptions and care of her admirer, gave up
the ghost, without having retrieved the use of her
senses, or been able to manifest

,
by will, the sentiments

she entertained in favour of her physician, who, as
the reader will easily perceive, had more reasons
than one to be mortally chagrined at this event.

Miss Biddy being thus put in possession of the
whole inheritance, not only renounced all corre-
spondence with Doctor Fathom, by forbidding him
the house, but likewise took all opportunities of
prejudicing his character, by hinting, that her dear
mamma had fallen a sacrifice to his ignorance and
presumption.

CHAPTER LHI.
Acquires Employment in consequence of a lucky Miscarriage.

These ill offices, however, far from answering her
purpose, had a quite contrary effect. For, in con-
sequence of her invectives, he was, in a few days,
called to the wife of a merchant, who piously hoped,
that his practice would not give Miss Biddy the lie.

The patient had long lingered under a complication
of distempers, and being in no immediate danger
of her life, Doctor Fathom was in no hurry to
strike a decisive stroke ; till the husband growing
impatient of delay, and so explicit in his hints, that
it was impossible to misapprehend his meaning,
our adventurer resolved to do something effectual
for his satisfaction, and prescribed a medicine of
such rough operation, as he thought must either
oblige his employer, or produce a change in the
lady's constitution, that would make a noise in the
world, and bring a new accession to his fame,

o o 2
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Proceeding upon these maxims, he could not be

disappointed. The remedy played its part with

such violence, as reduced the patient to extremity,

and the merchant had actually bespoke an under-

taker ; when, after a series of swoonings and con-

vulsions, nature so far prevailed, as to expel, at

once, the prescription and the disease ; yet the good-

natured husband was so much affected with the

agonies to which he saw the wife of his bosom ex-

posed by this specific, that, although the effect of

it was her perfect recovery, he could never bear

the sight of Fathom for the future, nor even hear

his name mentioned, without giving signs ofhorror

and indignation. Nay, he did not scruple to affirm,

that, had our adventurer been endowed with the

least tincture of humanity, he would have suffered

the poor woman to depart in peace, rather than

restore her to health, at the expense of such anxiety

and torture.

On the other hand, this extraordinary cure was

blazoned abroad by the good lady and her gossips,

with such exaggerations as roused the astonishment

of the public, and concurred with the report of his

last miscarriage to bring him upon the carpet, as

the universal subject of discourse. When a physi-

cian becomes the town talk, he generally concludes

his business more than half done, even though his

fame should wholly turn upon his mal-practice

;

insomuch that some members of the faculty have

been heard to complain, that they never had the

good fortune to be publicly accused of homicide

;

and it is well known, that a certain famous empiric,

of our day, never flourished to any degree ofwealth

and reputation till after he had been attacked in

print, and fairly convicted of having destroyed a

good number of the human species. Success raised

upon such a foundation would, by a disciple of

Plato, and some modern moralists, be ascribed to

the innate virtue and generosity ofthe human heart,

which naturally espouses the cause that needs pro-

tection. But I, whose notions of human excellence

are not quite so sublime, am apt to believe it is

owing to that spirit of self-conceit and contradic-

tion, which is, at least, as universal, if not as natural,

as the moral sense so warmly contended for by
those ideal philosophers.

The most infamous wretch often finds his account

in these principles ofmalevolence and self-love. For
wheresoever his character falls under discussion there

is generally some person present, who, either from
an affectation of singularity, or envy to the accusers,

undertakes his defence, and endeavours to invali-

date the articles of his impeachment, until he is

heated by altercation, and hurried into more effec-

tual measures for his advantage. If such benefits

acrue to those who have no real merit to depend
upon, surely our hero could not but reap something

extraordinary from the debates to which he now
gave rise ; as, by the miraculous cure he had
effected, all his patient's friends, all the enemies of

her husband, all those who envied his other adver-

sary, were interested in his behalf, exclusive of

such admirers as surprise and curiosity might
engage in his cause.

Thus wafted upon the wings of applause, his

fame soon diffused itself into all the corners of this

great capital. The newspapers teemed with his

praise ; and in order to keep up the attention of the

public, his emissaries, male and female, separated
into different coffee-houses, companies, and clubs,

where they did not fail to comment upon these

articles of intelligence. Such a favourable inci-

dent is, of itself, sufficient to float the bark of a

man's fortune. He was, in a few days, called to

another lady, labouring under the same disorder he
had so successfully dispelled, and she thought her-

self benefitted by his advice. His acquaintance

naturally extended itself among the visitants and
allies of his patients ; he was recommended from
family to family ; the fees began to multiply ; a

variety of footmen appeared every day at his door ;

he discontinued his sham circuit, and looking upon
the present conjuncture, as that tide in his affairs,

which, according to Shakspeare, when taken at the

full, leads on to fortune, he resolved that the

opportunity should not be lost, and applied himself

with such assiduity to his practice, that, in all

likelihood, he would have carried the palm from
all his contemporaries, had he not split upon the

same rock which had shipwrecked his hopes before.

We have formerly descanted upon that venereal

appetite which glowed in the constitution of our

adventurer, and with all his philosophy and caution

could hardly keep within bounds. The reader, there-

fore, will not be much surprised to learn, that, in

the exercise of his profession, he contracted an

intimacy with a clergyman's wife, whom he attended

as a physician, and whose conjugal virtue he sub-

dued by a long and diligent exertion of his delusive

arts, while her mind was enervated by sickness, and

her husband abroad upon his necessary occasions.

This unhappy patient, who was a woman of an

agreeable person, and lively conversation, fell a

sacrifice to her own security and self-conceit ; her

want of health had confined her to a sedentary life,

and her imagination being active and restiess, she

had spent those hours in reading which other young
women devote to company and diversion, but, as

her studies were not superintended by any person

of taste, she had indulged her own fancy without

method or propriety. The Spectator taught her to

be a critic and philosopher ; from plays she

learned poetry and wit, and derived her know-
ledge of life from books of history and adven-

tures. Fraught with these acquisitions, and furnished

by nature with uncommon vivacity, she despised

her own sex, and courted the society of men,

among whom she thought her taients might be

more honourably displayed, fully confident of her

own virtue and sagacity, which enabled her to set

all their arts at defiance.

Thus qualified, she, in an evil hour, had recourse

to the advice of our adventurer, for some ailment

under which she had long laboured, and found such

relief from his skill as very much prepossessed her

in his favour. She was no less pleased with his

obliging manners than with his physic, and found

much entertainment in his conversation, so that the

acquaintance proceeded to a degree of intimacy,

during which he perceived her weak side, and being

enamoured of her. person, flattered her out of all her

caution. The privilege of his character furnished

him with opportunities to lay snares for her virtue,

and, taking advantage of that listlessness, languor,

and indolence ofthe spirits, by which allthevigilance

of the soul is relaxed, he, after a long course of

attention and perseverance, found means to make
shipwreck of her peace.

Though he mastered her chastity, he could not

quiet her conscience, which incessantly upbraided

her with breach of the marriage vow ; nor did her

undoer escape without a share of the reproaches
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suggested by her penitence and remorse. This
internal anxiety cooperating with her disease, and
perhaps with the medicines he prescribed, reduced
her to the brink of the grave ; when her husband
returned from a neighbouring kingdom, in conse-
quence of her earnest request, joined to the infor-
mation of her friends, who had written to him an
account of the extremity in which she was. The
good man was afflicted beyond measure when he
saw himself upon the verge of losing a wife whom
he had always tenderly loved ; but what were his
emotions, when she, taking the first opportunity of
his being alone with her, accosted him to this
effect

: "lam now hastening towards that dissolu-
tion from which no mortal is exempted, and though
the prospect of futurity is altogether clouded and
uncertain, my conscience will not allow me to
plunge into eternity without unburdening my mind,
and, by an ingenuous confession, making all the
atonement in my power for the ingratitude I have
been guilty of, and the wrongs I have committed
against a virtuous husband, who never gave me
cause of complaint. .You stand amazed at this
preamble, but alas ! how will you be shocked when
I own that I have betrayed you in your absence,
that I have trespassed against God and my marriage
vow, ana fallen from the pride and confidence of
virtue to the most abject state of vice

; yes, I have
been unfaithful to your bed, having fallen a victim
to the infernal insinuations of a villain, who took
advantage of my weak and unguarded moments.
Fathom is the wretch who hath thus injured your
honour, and rained my unsuspecting innocence. I
have nothing to plead in alleviation of my crime
but the most sincere contrition of heart, and
though, at any other juncture, I could not expect
your forgiveness, yet, as I now touch the goal of
life, 1 trust in your humanity and benevolence for
that pardon which will lighten the sorrows of my
soul, and those prayers which I hope will entitle me
to favour at the throne of grace."
The poor husband was so much overwhelmed

with grief and confusion at this unexpected address
that he could not recollect himself till after a pause
of several minutes, wken uttering a hollow groan,
" I will not," said he, " aggravate your sufferings,
by reproaching you with my wrongs, though your
conduct hath been but an ill return for all my ten-
derness and esteem. I look upon it as a trial of
my Christian patience, and bear my misfortune with
resignation; meanwhile, I forgive you from my
heart, and fervently pray that your repentance may
be acceptable to the Father of mercy." So saying,
he approached her bed-side, and embraced her in
token of his sincerity. Whether this generous
condescension diffused such a composure upon her
spirits as tended to the ease and refreshment of
nature, which had been almost exhausted by disease
and vexation, certain it is, that from this day she
began to struggle with her malady in surprising
efforts, and hourly gained ground, until her health
was pretty well reestablished.

Tins recovery was so far beyond the husband's
expectation, that he began to make very serious
reflections on the event, and even to wish he had

I not been quite so precipitate in pardoning the back-
i glidings of his wife

; for, though he could not with-
hold his compassion from a dying penitent, he did
not at all relish the thoughts of cohabiting, as usual,
^ith a wife self-convicted of the violation of the
matrimonial contract ; he therefore considered his

declaration as no more than a provisional pardon, to
take place on condition of her immediate death,
and, in a little time, not only communicated to her
his sentiments on this subject, but also separated
himself from her company, secured the evidence
of her maid, who had been confidant in her amour
with Fathom, and immediately set on foot a prose-
cution against our adventurer, whose behaviour to
his wife he did not fail to promulgate, with all its

aggravating circumstances. By these means the
doctor's name became so notorious that every man
was afraid of admitting him into his house, and
every woman ashamed of soliciting his advice.

CHAPTER LIV.
His Eclipse, and gradual Declination.

Misfortunes seldom come single
; upon the back

of this hue and cry he unluckily prescribed phle-
botomy to a gentleman of some rank, who chanced
to expire during the operation, and quarrelled with
his landlord the apothecary, who charged him with
having forgot the good offices he had done him in
the beginning of his career, and desired he would
provide himself with another lodging.

All these mishaps, treading upon the heels of one
another, had a very mortifying effect upon his
practice. At every tea table his name was occa-
sionally put to the torture, with that of the vile
creature whom he had seduced, though it was gene-
rally taken for granted by all those female casuists,
that she must have made the first advances, for it

could not be supposed that any man would take
much trouble in laying schemes for the ruin of a
person whose attractions were so slender, especially
considering the ill state of her health, a circum-
stance that seldom adds to a woman's beauty or
good humour

;
besides, she was always a pert minx,

that affected singularity, and a masculine manner
of speaking, and many of them had foreseen that
she would, some time or other, bring herself into
such a premunire. At all gossipings, where the
apothecary or his wife assisted, Fathom's pride, in-
gratitude, and mal-practice were canvassed ; in all
clubs of married men he was mentioned with marks
of abhorrence and detestation, and every medical
coffee-house rung with his reproach. Instances of
his ignorance and presumption were quoted, and
many particulars feigned for the purpose of defa-
mation, so that our hero was exactly in the situation
of a horseman, who, in riding at full speed for the
plate, is thrown from the saddle in the middle of the
race, and left without sense or motion upon the
plain. His progress, though rapid, had been so
short, that he could not be supposed to have laid up
store against such a day of trouble, and as he still

cherished hopes of surmounting those obstacles
which had so suddenly started up in his way, he
would not resign his equipage nor retrench his
expenses, hut appeared as usual in all public places
with that serenity and confidence of feature which
he had never deposited, and maintained his external
pomp upon the little he had reserved in the days of
his prosperity, and the credit he had acquired by
the punctuality of his former payments. Both these
funds, however, failed in a very little time, his law-
suit was a gulf that swallowed up all his ready
money, and the gleanings of his practice were
scarce sufficient to answer his pocket expenses,
which now increased in proportion to the decrease
of business, for, as he had more idle time, and was
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less admitted into private families, so he thought he

had more occasion to enlarge his acquaintance

among his own sex, who alone were able to support

him in his disgrace with the other. He accordingly

listed himself in several clubs, and endeavoured to

monopolize the venereal branch of trade, though this

was but an indifferent resource, for almost all his

patients of this class were such as either could not,

or would not properly recompense the physician.

For some time he lingered in this situation,

without going upwards or downward, floating like a

wisp of straw at the turning of the tide, until he

could no longer amuse the person of whom he had

hired his coach-horses, or postpone the other

demands, which multiplied upon him every day.

Then was his chariot overturned with a hideous

crash, and his face so much wounded with the

shivers of the glass, which went to pieces in the fall,

that he appeared in the coffee-house with half a

dozen black patches upon his countenance, gave a

most circumstantial detail of the risk he had run,

and declared, that he did not believe he should ever

hazard himself again in any sort of wheel carriage.

Soon after this accident, he took an opportunity

of telling his friends, in the same public place, that

he had turned away his footman on account of his

drunkenness, and was resolved, for the future, to

keep none but maids in his service, because the men
servants are generally impudent, lazy, debauched,

or dishonest ; and after alt neither so neat, handy,

or agreeable as the other sex. In the rear of this

resolution, he shifted his lodgings into a private

court, being distracted with the din of carriages,

that disturb the inhabitants who live towards the

open street; and gave his acquaintance to under-

stand, that he had a medical work upon the anvil,

which he coidd not finish without being indulged

in silence and tranquillity. In effect, he gradually

put on the exteriors of an author. His watch, with

an horizontal movement by Graham, which he had

often mentioned, and shown as a very curious piece

of workmanship, began, about this time, to be very

much out of order, and was committed to the care

of a mender, who was in no hurry to restore it.

His tie wig degenerated into a major; he sometimes

appeared without a sword, and was even observed

in public with a second day's shirt. At last, his

clothes became rusty ; and when he walked about

the streets, his head turned round in a surprising

manner, by an involuntary motion in his neck,

which he had contracted by "a habit of reconnoitring

the ground, that he might avoid all dangerous or

disagreeable encounters.

Fathom, finding himself descending the hill of

fortune with an acquired gravitation, strove to catch

at every twig, in order to stop or retard his descent.

He now regretted the opportunities he had neglected,

of marrying one of several women of moderate

fortune, who had made advances to him in the

zenith of his reputation; and endeavoured, by

forcing himself into a lower path of life than any

he had hitherto trod, to keep himself afloat, with the

portion of some tradesman's daughter, whom he

meant to espouse. While he exerted himself in this

pursuit, he happened, in returning from a place

about thirty miles from London, to become ac-

quainted, in the stage coach, with a young woman
of a very homely appearance, whom, from the

driver's information, he understood to be the niece

of a country justice, and daughter of a soap-boiler,

who had lived and died in London, and left her, in

her infancy, sole heiress of his effects, which

amounted to lour thousand pounds. The uncle,

who was her guardian, had kept her sacred from

the knowledge of the world, resolving to effect a

match betwixt her and his own son ; and it was

with much difficulty he had consented to this

journey, which she had undertaken as a visit to her

own mother, who had married a second husband in

town.
Fraught with these anecdotes, Fathom began to

put forth his gallantry and good humour, and, in

a word, was admitted by the lady to the privilege

of an acquaintance, in which capacity he visited her

during the term of her residence in London ;
and,

as there was no time to be lost, declared his honour-

able intentions. He had such a manifest advantage,

in point of personal accomplishments, over the

young gentleman who was destined for her husband,

that she did not disdain his proposals ; and, before

she set out for the country, he had made such pro-

gress in her heart, that the day was actually fixed

for their nuptials, on which he faithfully promised

to carry her off in a coach and six. How to raise

money for this expedition was all the difficulty that

remained; for, by this time, his finances were

utterly dried up, and his credit altogether exhausted.

Upon a very pressing occasion, he had formerly

applied himself to a certain wealthy quack, who

had relieved his necessities by lending him a small

sum of money, in return for having communicated

to him a secret medicine, which he affirmed to be

the most admirable specific that ever was invented.

The nostrum had been used, and, luckily for him,

succeeded in the trial ; so that the empiric, in the

midst of his satisfaction, began to reflect, that this

same Fathom, who pretended to be in possession of

a great many remedies, equally efficacious, would

certainly become a formidable rival to him in his

business, should he ever be able to extricate himself

from his present difficulties.

In consequence of these suggestions, he resolved

to keep our adventurer's head under water, by

maintaining him in the most abject dependence.

Accordingly he had, from time to time, accommo-

dated him with small trifles, which barely served to

support his existence, and even for these had taken

notes of hand, that he might have a scourge over

his head, in case he should prove insolent or re-

fractory. To this benefactor Fathom applied for a

reinforcement of twenty guineas, which he solicited

with the more confidence, as that sum would cer-

tainly enable him to repay all other obligations.

The quack would advance the money upon no

other condition, than that of knowing the scheme,

which being explained, he complied with Ferdi-

nand's request ; but, at the same time, privately

despatched an express to the young lady s uncle,

with a full account of the whole conspiracy ;
so

that, when the doctor arrived at the inn, according

to appointment, he was received by his worship in

person, who gave him to understand, that his niece

had chacged her mind, and gone fifty miles farther

into the country to visit a relation. This was a

grievous disappointment to Fathom, who really

believed his mistress had forsaken him through

mere levity and caprice, and was not undeceived

till several" months after her marriage with her

cousin, when, at an accidental meeting in London,

she explained the story of the secret intelligence,

and excused her marriage, as the effect of rigorous

usage and compulsion.
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Had our hero been really enamoured of her
person, he might have probably accomplished his

wishes, notwithstanding the steps she had taken.

But this was not the case. His passion was of a dif-

ferent nature, and the object of it effectually without
his reach. With regard to his appetite for women,
as it was an infirmity of his constitution, which he
could not overcome, and as he was in no condition

to gratify it at a great expense, he had of late chosen
a housekeeper from the hundreds of Drury, and, to

avoid scandal, allowed her to assume his name. As
to the intimation which had been sent to the country
justice, he immediately imputed it to the true author,

whom he marked for his vengeance accordingly
;

but, in the mean time, suppressed his resentment,

because he in some measure depended upon him
for subsistence. On the other hand, the quack,

dreading the forwardness and plausibility of our

hero, which might, one time or other, render him
independent, put a stop to those supplies, on pretence

of finding them inconvenient ; but, out of his

friendship and good-will to Fathom, undertook to

procure for him such letters of recommendation as

would infallibly make his fortune in the West
Indies, and even to set him out in a genteel manner
for the voyage. Ferdinand perceived his drift, and
thanked him for his generous offer, which he would
not fail to consider with all due deliberation ; though

he was determined against the proposal, but obliged

to temporise, that he might not incur the dis-

pleasure of this man, at whose mercy he lay.

Meanwhile the prosecution against him in Doctors'

Commons drew near a period, and the lawyers

were clamorous for money, without which, he fore-

saw he should lose the advantage which his cause

had lately acquired by the death of his antagonist's

chief evidence : he therefore, seeing every other

channel shut up, began to doubt, whether the risk

of being apprehended or slain in the character of a

highwayman, was not overbalanced by the prospect

of being acquitted of a charge which had ruined

his reputation and fortune, and actually entertained

thoughts of taking the air on Hounslow Heath,

when he was diverted from this expedient by a very

singular adventure.

CHAPTER LV.

After divers unsuccessful Efforts, he lias recourse to the

matrimonial Noose.

Chancing to meet with one of his acquaintance at

certain coffee-house, the discourse turned upon
e characters of mankind, when, among other

o Idities, his friend brought upon the carpet a certain

old gentlewoman of such a rapacious disposition,

that, like a jackdaw, she never beheld any metalline

substance, without an inclination, and even an effort

to secrete it for her own use and contemplation.

Nor was this infirmity originally produced from
indigence, inasmuch as her circumstances had been
always affluent, and she was now possessed of a
considerable sum of money in the funds ; notwith-

standing which, the avarice of her nature tempted
her to let lodgings, though few people could live

under the same roof with such an original, who,
rather than be idle, had often filched pieces of her

own plate, and charged her servants with the theft,

or hinted suspicion of her lodgers. Fathom, struck

with the description, soon perceived how this

woman's disease might be converted to his advan-
tage ; and after having obtained sufficient intelli-

gence, on pretence of satisfying his curiosity, he
visited the widow, in consequence of a bill at her
door, and actually hired an apartment in her house,
whither he forthwith repaired with his inamorata.
It was not long before he perceived that his land-
lady's character had not been misrepresented. He
fed herdistemper with divers inconsiderable trinkets,
such as copper medals, cork screws, odd buckles,
and a paltry seal set in silver, which were, at dif-

ferent times, laid as baits for her infirmity, and
always conveyed away with remarkable eagerness,
which he and his dulcinea took pleasure in observ-
ing from an unsupected place. Thus confirmed in
his opinion, he, at length, took an opportunity of
exposing a metal watch that belonged to his mis-
tress, and saw it seized with great satisfaction, in
the absence of his helpmate, who had gone abroad
on purpose. According to instruction, she soon
returned, and began to raise a terrible clamour
about the loss of her watch

; upon which she was
condoled by her landlady, who seemed to doubt the
integrity of the maid, and even proposed that Mrs.
Fathom should apply to some justice of the peace
for a warrant to search the servant's trunk. The
lady thanked her for the good advice, in compliance
with which she had immediate recourse to a ma-
gistrate, who granted a search warrant, not against
the maid, but the mistress ; and she, in a little time,
returned with the constable at her back.

These precautions being taken, Doctor Fathom
desired a private conference with the old gentle-
woman, in which he gave her to understand, that
he had undoubted proofs of her having secreted,
not only the watch, but also several other odd
things of less consequence, which he had lost since
his residence in her house. He then showed the
warrant he had obtained against her, and asked if

she had any thing to offer why the constable should
not do his duty ? Inexpressible were the anguish
and confusion of the defendant, when she found
herself thus entrapped, and reflected, that she was
on the point of being detected of felony ; for she
at once concluded, that the snare was laid for her,
and knew that the officer of justice would certainly
find the unlucky watch in one of the drawers of
her scrutoire.

_
Tortured with these suggestions, afraid of public

disgrace, and dreading the consequence of legal

conviction, she fell on her knees before the injured
Fathom, and, after having imputed her crime to
the temptations of necessity, implored his com-
passion, promised to restore the watch, and every
thing she had taken, and begged he would dismiss
the constable, that her reputation might not suffer
in the eye of the world.

Ferdinand, with a severity of countenance pur-
posely assumed, observed that, were she really
indigent, he had charity enough to forgive what
she had done

;
but, as he knew her circumstances

were opulent, he looked upon this excuse as an
aggravation of her guilt, which was certainly the
effect of a vicious inclination ; and he was therefore
determined to prosecute her with the utmost se-

verity of the law, as an example and terror to
others, who might be infected with the same evil

disposition. Finding him deaf to all her tears and
entreaties, she changed her note, and offered him
one hundred guineas, if he would compromise the
affair, and drop the prosecution, so as that her
character should sustain no damage. After much
argumentation, he consented to accept of double
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the sum, -which being instantly paid in East India

bonds. Doctor Fathom told the constable, that the

-natch was found ; and for once her reputation was

patched up. This seasonable supply enabled our

hero to stand trial with his adversary, who was

nonsuited, and also to mend his external appearance,

which of late had not been extremely magnificent.

Soon after this gleam of good fortune, a trades-

man, to whom he was considerably indebted, seeing

no other probable means to recover his money,

introduced Fathom to the acquaintance of a young

widow who lodged at his house, and was said to be

in possession of a considerable fortune. Considering

the steps that were taken, it would have been almost

impossible for him to miscarry in his addresses.

The lady had been bred in the country, was un-

acquainted with the world, and of a very sanguine

disposition, which her short trial of matrimony had

not served to cool. Our adventurer was instructed

to call at the tradesman's house, as if by accident,

at an appointed time, when the widow was drinking

tea with her landlady. On these occasions he

always behaved to admiration. She liked his person,

and praised his politeness, good humour, and good

sense; his confederates extolled him as a pro-

digy of learning, taste, and good nature: they

likewise represented him as a person on the eve of

eclipsing all his competitors in physic. An ac-

quaintance and intimacy soon ensued, nor was he

restricted in point of opportunity. In a word, he

succeeded in his endeavours, and, one evening, on

pretence of attending her to the play, he accom-

panied her to the Fleet, where they were married,

in presence of the tradesman and his wife, who
were of the party.

This grand affair being accomplished to his

satisfaction, he, next day, visited her brother, who
was a counsellor of the Temple, to make him

acquainted with the step his sister had taken ; and

though the lawyer was not a little mortified to find

that she had made such a clandestine match, he

behaved civilly to his new brother-in-law, and gave

him to understand, that his wife's fortune consisted

of a jointure of one hundred and fifty pounds a

year, and fifteen hundred pounds bequeathed to her

during her widowhood, by her own father, who had

taken the precaution of settling it in the hands of

trustees, in such a manner as that any husband she

might afterwards espouse should be restricted from

encroaching upon the capital, which was reserved

for the benefit of her heirs. This intimation was

far from being agreeable to our hero, who had been

informed, that this sum was absolutely at the lady's

disposal, and had actually destined the greatest part

of it for the payment of his debts, for defraying

the expense of furnishing an elegant house, and

setting up a new equipage.

Notwithstanding this disappointment, he resolved

to carry on his plan upon the credit of his marriage,

which was published in a very pompous article of

the newspapers; a chariot was bespoke, a ready fur-

nished house immediately taken, and DoctorFathom

began to re-appear m all his former splendour.

His good friend the empiric, alarmed at this

event, which not only raised our adventurer into

the sphere of a dangerous rival, but also furnished

him with means to revenge the ill office he had

sustained at his hands on the adventure of the

former match; for, by this time, Fathom had given

him some hints, importing, that he was not igno-

rant of his treacherous behaviour ; roused, I say,

by these considerations, he employed one of Ins

emissaries, who had some knowledge of Fathom's

brother-in-law, to prejudice him against our adven-

turer, whom he represented as a needy sharper,

not only overwhelmed with debt and disgrace, but

likewise previously married to a poor woman, who
was prevented by nothing but want from seeking

redress at law. To confirm these assertions, he

gave him a detail of Fathom's encumbrances, which

he had learned for the purpose, and even brought

the counsellor into company with the person who
had lived with our hero before marriage, and who
was so much incensed at her abrupt dismission,

that she did not scruple to corroborate these allega-

tions of the informer.

The lawyer, startled at this intelligence, set on

foot a minute inquiry into the life and conversation

of the doctor, which turned out so little to the ad-

vantage of his character and circumstances, that he

resolved, if possible, to disunite him from his

family; and, as a previous step, repeated to his

sister all that he had heard to the prejudice of her

husband, not forgetting to produce the evidence of

his mistress, who laid claim to him by a prior title,

which, she pretended, could be proved by the testi-

mony of the clergyman who joined them. Such

an explanation could not fail to inflame the resent-

ment of the injured wife, who, at the very first

opportunity, giving a loose to the impetuosity of

her temper, upbraided our hero with the most bitter

invectives for his perfidious dealing.

Ferdinand, conscious of his own innocence, which

he had not always to plead, far from attempting to

soothe her indignation, assumed the authority and

prerogative of a husband, and sharply reprehended

her for her credulity and indecent warmth. This

rebuke, instead of silencing, gave new spirit and

volubility to her reproaches, in the course of which

she plainly taxed him with want of honesty and

affection, and said that, though his pretence was

love, his aim was no other than a base design upon

her fortune.

Fathom, stung with these accusations, which he

really did not deserve, replied with uncommon
heat, and charged her in his turn with want of

sincerity and candour, in the false account she had

given of that same fortune before marriage. He
even magnified his own condescension, in sur-

rendering his liberty to a woman who had so little

to recommend her to the addresses of the other

sex ; a reflection which provoked this mild creature

to such a degree of animosity, that, forgetting her

duty and allegiance, she lent him a box on the ear

with such energy as made his eyes water and he,

for the honour of manhood and sovereignty, having

washed her face with a dish of tea, withdrew

abruptly to a coffee-house in the neighbourhood,

where he had not long remained, when his passion

subsided, and he then saw the expediency of an

immediate reconciliation, which he resolved to pur-

chase, even at the expense of a submission.

It was pity that such a salutary resolution had

not been sooner taken. For, when he returned to

his own house, he understood, that Mrs. Fathom

had gone abroad in a hackney coach ; and, upon

examining her apartment, in lieu of her clothes

and trinkets, which she had removed with admirable

dexterity and despatch, he found this billet in one of

the drawers of her bureau :—" Sir, being convinced

that you are a cheat and an impostor, I have with-

drawn myself from your cruelty and machinations.
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with a view to solicit the protection of the law ; and
1 doubt not but I shall soon be able to prove, that
you have no just title to, or demand upon, the
person or effects of the unfortunate Sarah Muddy."
The time had been when Mr. Fathom would have

allowed Mrs. Muddy to refine at her leisure, and
blessed God for his happy deliverance ; but at pre-
sent the case was quite altered. Smarting as he
was from the expense of law-suits, he dreaded a pro-
secution for bigamy, which, though he had justice
on his side, he knew he could not of himself sup-
port. Besides, all his other schemes of life were
frustrated by this unlucky elopement. He there-
fore speedily determined to anticipate, as much as
in him lay, the malice of his enemies, and to obtain,
without delay, authentic documents of his marriage.
With this view, he hastened to the house of the
tradesman, who, with his wife, had been witness to
the ceremony and consummation

; and, in order to
interest them the more warmly in his cause, made
a pathetic recital of this unhappy breach, in which
he had suffered such injury and insult. But all his
rhetoric would not avail. Mrs. Muddy had been
beforehand with him, and had proved the better
orator of the two ; for she had assailed this honest
couple with such tropes and figures of eloquence,
as were altogether irresistible. Nevertheless, they
heard our hero to an end, with great patience.
Then the wife, who was the common mouth upon
all such occasions, contracting her features into a
very formal disposition, " I'll assure you," said she,
" Doctor Fathom, my husband and I have been in
a very great terrification and numplush, to hear
such bad things of a person, whom, as one may say,
we thought a worthy gentleman, and were ready-
to serve at all times, by day and by night, as the
saying is. And besides, for all that, you know,
and God knows, as we are dustrious people, and
work hard for what we get, and we have served
gentlemen to our own harm, whereby my husband
was last Tuesday served with a siserary, being that
he was bound for an officer that ran away. And I
said to my husband, Timothy, says I, 'tis a very
hard thing for one to ruin one's self for stranger
people—There's Doctor Fathom, says I, his account
comes to nine and forty pounds seven shillings and
fourpence halfpenny ; and you know, Doctor, that
was before your last bill began. But, howsomever,
little did I think, as how a gentleman of your
learning would go to deceive a poor gentlewoman,
when you had another wife alive."
In vain did our adventurer endeavour to vindi-

cate himself from this aspersion ; the good woman,
like a great many modern disputants, proceeded
with her declamation, without seeming to hear what
was said on the other side of the question ; and the
husband was altogether neutral. At length, Fer-
dinand,^ finding all his protestations ineffectual,
" Well," said he, " though you are resolved, I see,
to discredit all that I can say in opposition to that
scandalous slander, of which I can easily acquit
myself in a court of justice, surely you will not
refuse to grant me a certificate, signifying that you
were present at the ceremony of my marriage
with this unhappy woman." "You shall excuse
us," replied the female orator ; " people cannot be
too wary in signing their names in this wicked I

world
; many a one has been brought to ruination

by signing his name, and my husband shall not, i

with my good will, draw himself into such a prim-
mineery."

,

I Fathom, alarmed at this refusal, earnestly argued
; against the inhumanity and injustice of it, appeal-
1 ing to their own consciences for the reasonableness

of his proposal
; but, from the evasive answers of

the wife, he had reason to believe, that, long before
the time of trial, they would take care to have for-
gotten the whole transaction.

Though he was equally confounded and incensed
at this instance of their perfidy, he durst not mani-
fest his indignation, conscious of the advantage
they had over him in divers respects ; but repaired,
without loss of time, to 'the lodging of the clergy-
man who had noosed him, resolved to consult his
register, and secure his evidence. Here too his
evil genius had got the start of him ; for the worthy
ecclesiastic not only could not recollect his features,
or find his name in the register, but, when impor-
tuned by his pressing remonstrances, took umbrage
at, the freedom of his behaviour, and threatened, if

he would not immediately take himself away, to
raise the posse of the Fleet, for the safety of his
own person.

Rather than put the pastor to the trouble of
alarming his flock, he retreated with a heavy heart,
and went in quest of his mistress, whom he had
dismissed at his marriage, in hopes of effecting a
reconciliation, and preventing her from joining in
the conspiracy against him. But, alas! he met
with such a reception as he had reason to expect
from a slighted woman, who had never felt any
real attachment for his person. She did not upbraid
him with his cruelty in leaving her as a mistress,
but, with a species of effrontery never enough to be
admired, reproached him with his villany, in aban-
doning her, who was his true and lawful wife, to go
and ruin a poor gentlewoman, by whose fortune he
had been allured.

When he attempted to expostulate with this
virago, upon the barbarity of this assertion, she
very prudently declined engaging in private con-
versation with such an artful and wicked man

;

and, calling up the people of the house, insisted
upon his being conducted to the door.

CHAPTER LVI.
In which his Fortune is effectually strangled.

The last resource, and that upon which he least
depended, was the advice and assistance of his old
friend the empiric, with whom he still maintained
a slight correspondence ; and to whose house he
steered his course, in great perplexity and tribula-
tion. That gentleman, instead of consoling him
with assurances of friendship and protection, faith-
fully recapitulated all the instances of his indis-
cretion and misconduct, taxed him with want of
sincerity in the West India affair, as well as with
want of honesty in this last marriage, while his
former wife was alive

; and, finally, reminded him
of his notes, which he desired might be immediately
taken up, as he (the quack) had present occasion
for a sum of money.

Ferdinand, seeing it would be impracticable to
derive any succour from this quarter, sneaked
homewards, in order to hold a consultation with
his own thoughts ; and the first object that pre-
sented itself to his eyes when he entered his apart-
ment, was a letter from the tradesman, with his
account inclosed, amounting to forty-five pounds,
which the writer desired might be paid without
delay. Before he had time to peruse the articles,
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he received a summons, in consequence of a bill of

indictment for bigamy, found against him in Hicks'

Hall, by Sarah Muddy, -widow ;
and, while he was

revolving measures to avert these storms, another

billet arrived from a certain attorney, giving him

to understand, that he had orders from Doctor

Buffalo, the quack, to sue him for the payment of

several notes, unless he would take them up in three

davs from the date of this letter.

Such a concurrence of sinister events made a

deep impression upon the mind of our adventurer.

All his fortitude was insufficient to bear him up

against this torrent of misfortunes ; his resources

were all dried up, his invention failed, and his re-

flection began to take a new turn. " To what

purpose," said he to himself, " have I deserted the

paths of integrity and truth, and exhausted a fruit-

ful imasination, in contriving schemes to betray

my fellow-creatures, if, instead of acquiring a splen-

did fortune, which was my aim, I have suffered

such a series of mortifications, and at last brought

myself to the brink of inevitable destruction ? By

a virtuous exertion of those talents I inherit from

nature and education, I might, long before this

time, have rendered myself independent, and, per-

haps, conspicuous in life. I might have grown up

like a young oak, which, being firmly rooted in its

kindred soil, gradually raises up its lofty head, ex-

pands its leafy arms, projects a noble shade, and

towers the glory of the plain. I should have paid

the debt of gratitude to my benefactors, and made

their hearts sing with joy for the happy effects of

their benevolence. I should have been a bulwark

to my friends, a shelter to my neighbours in dis-

tress. I should have run the race of honour, seen

mv fame diffused like a sweet-smelling odour, and

felt the ineffable pleasure of doing good. Whereas

I am, after a vicissitude of disappointments, dan-

gers, and fatigues, reduced to misery and shame,

aggravated by a conscience loaded with treachery

and guilt. I have abused the confidence and gene-

rosity of my patron ; I have defrauded his family,

under the mask of sincerity and attachment ; I have

taken the most cruel and base advantages of virtue

in distress ; I iiave seduced unsuspecting innocence

to ruin and despair ; I have violated the most sacred

trust reposed in me by my friend and benefactor

;

I have betrayed his love, torn his noble heart asun-

der, by means of the most perfidious slander and

false insinuations ; and, finally, brought to an un-

timely grave the fairest pattern of human beauty

and perfection. Shall the author of these crimes

pass with impunity ? Shall he hope to prosper in

the midst of such enormous guilt ? It were an im-

putation upon Providence to suppose it !
Ah, no

!

I begin to feel myself overtaken by the eternal jus-

tice of Heaven ! I totter on the edge of wretched-

ness and woe, without one friendly hand to save me
from the terrible abyss

!"

These reflections, which, perhaps, the misery of

his fellow-creatures would never have inspired, had

he himself remained without the verge of misfor-

tune, were now produced from the sensation of his

own calamities ; and, for the first time, his cheeks

were bedewed with the drops of penitence and sor-

row. " Contraries," saith Plato, u are productive of

each other." Reformation is oftentimes generated

from unsuccessful vice ; and our adventurer was,

at this juncture, very well disposed to turn over a

new leaf in consequence of those salutary sugges-

tions ;
though he was far from being cured bejond

the possibility of a relapse. On the contrary, all

the faculties of his soul were so well adapted, and

had been so long habituated to deceit, that, in order

to extricate himself from the evils that environed

him, he would not, in all probability, have scrupled

to practise it upon his own father, had a convenient

opportunity occurred.

Be that as it may, he certainly, after a tedious

and fruitless exercise of his invention, resolved to

effect a clandestine retreat from that confederacy

of enemies which he could not withstand, and once

more join his fortune to that of Renaldo, whom he

proposed to serve, for the future, with fidelity and

affection, thereby endeavouring to atone for the

treachery of his former conduct. Thus determined,

he packed up his necessaries in a portmanteau,

attempted to amuse his creditors with promises of

speedy pavment, and venturing to come forth in

the dark, 'took a place in the Canterbury stage-

coach, after having converted his superfluities into

ready money. These steps were not taken with

such privacy, as to elude the vigilance of his adver-

saries ;
for, "although he had been cautious enough

to transport himself and his baggage to the inn on

Sunday evening, and never doubted that the vehi-

cle, which set out at four o'clock on Monday morn-

ing, would convey him out of the reach of his

creditors, before they could possibly obtain a writ

for securing his person, they had actually taken

such precautions as frustrated all his finesse ; and

the coach being stopped in the borough of South-

ward Doctor Fathom was seized by virtue of a

warrant obtained on a criminal indictment, and was

forthwith conducted to the prison of the King's

Bench ;
yet, not before he had, by his pathetic re-

monstrances, excited the compassion, and even

drawn tears from the eyes of his fellow-passengers.

He no sooner recollected himself from the shock

which must have been occasioned by this sinister

incident, than he despatched a letter to his brother-

in-law, the counsellor, requesting an immediate

conference, in which he promised to make such a

proposal as would save him all the expense of a

law-suit and trial, and, at the same time, effectually

answer all the purposes of both. He was accor-

dingly favoured with a visit from the lawyer, to

whom, after the most solemn protestations of his

own innocence, he declared, that, finding himself

unable to wage war against such powerful anta-

gonists, he had resolved even to abandon his indu-

bitable right, and retire into another country, in

order to screen himself from persecution, and re-

move all cause of disquiet from the prosecutrix,

when he was, unfortunately, prevented by the

warrant which had been executed against him.

He said he was still willing, for the sake of his

liberty, to sign a formal renunciation of his preten-

sions to Mrs, Fathom and her fortune, provided

the deeds could be executed, and the warrant with-

drawn, before he should be detained by his other

creditors ;
and, lastlv, he conjured the barrister to

spare himself the guilt and the charge of suborning

evidence for the destruction of an unhappy man,

whose misfortune was his only fault.

The lawyer felt the force of his expostulations;

and though he would by no means suppose him

innocent of the charge of bigamy, yet, under the

pretext of humanitv and commiseration, he under-

took to persuade his sister to accept of a proper

release, which, he observed, would not be binding,

if executed during the confinement of Fathom ;
he
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therefore took his leave, in order to prepare the

papers, -withdraw the action, and take such other
measures as would hinder the prisoner from giving
him the slip. Next day, he returned with an order
to release our hero, who being formally discharged,

was conducted by the lawyer to a tavern in the

neighbourhood, where the releases were exchanged,
and every thing concluded with amity and concord.
This business being happily transacted, Fathom
stept into a hackney-coach, with his baggage, and
was followed by a bailiff, who told him, with great
composure, that he was again a prisoner, at the suit

of Dr. Buffalo, and desired the coachman to re-con-

duct him to the lodging he had so lately discharged.

Fathom, whose fortitude had been hitherto of the

pagan temper, was now fain to reinforce it with the

philosophy of christian resignation, though he had
not as yet arrived to such a pitch of self-denial, as to

forgive the counsellor, to whose double dealing he
imputed this new calamity. After having received
the compliments of the gaoler on his recommitment,
he took pen, ink, and paper, and composed an art-

ful and affecting epistle to the empiric, imploring
his mercy, flattering his weakness, and demon-
strating the bad policy of cooping up an unhappy
man in a gaol, where lie could never have an oppor-
tunity of doing justice to his creditors ; nor did he
forget to declare his intention of retiring into an-
other country, where he might have some chance of
earning a subsistence, which he had so long toiled

for to no purpose in England. This last declaration

he made in consequence of the jealous disposition

of the quack, who he knew had long looked upon
him in the odious light of an interloping rival.

—

However, he reaped no benefit from this supplica-
tion, which served only to gratify the pride of
Buffalo, who produced the extravagant encomiums
which Fathom had bestowed upon him, as so
many testimonials of his foe's bearing witness to

his virtue.

CHAPTER, LVH.
Fathom being safely housed, the Reader is entertained with

a Retrospect.

But now it is high time to leave our adventurer to

chew the cud of reflection and remorse in this

solitary mansion, that we may trace Kenaldo in the
several steps he took to assert his right, and do
justice to his family. Never man indulged a more
melancholy train of ideas than that which accom-
panied him in his journey to the Imperial court.

For, notwithstanding the manifold reasons he had
to expect a happy issue to his aim, his imagination
was incessantly infected with something that chilled

his nerves and saddened his heart, recurring, with
quick succession, like the unwearied wave that
beats upon the bleak inhospitable Greenland shore.

This, the reader will easily suppose, was no other
than the remembrance of the forlorn Monimia,
whose image appeared to his fancy in different

attitudes, according to the prevalence of the pas-
sions which raged in his bosom. Sometimes he
viewed her in the light of apostasy, and then his
soul was maddened with indignation and despair.

But these transitory blasts were not able to efface

the impressions she had formerly made upon his
heart

;
impressions which he had so often and so

long contemplated with inconceivable rapture.
These pictures still remained, representing her fair

as the most perfect idea of beauty, soft and tender

as an angel of mercy and compassion, warmed with
every virtue of the heart, and adorned with every
accomplishment of human nature. Yet the alarm-
ing contrast came still in the rear of this recollec-
tion ; so that his soul was by turns agitated by the
tempests of horror, and overwhelmed by the floods
of grief.

He recalled the moment on which he first beheld
her, with that pleasing regret which attends the
memory of a dear deceased friend. Then he
bitterly cursed it, as the source of all his misfor-
tunes and affliction. He thanked Heaven for having
blessed him with a friend to detect her perfidy and
ingratitude ; then ardently wished he had still con-
tinued under the influence of her delusion. In a
word, the loneliness of his situation aggravated
every horror of his reflection

; for, as he found
himself without company, his imagination was
never solicited, or his attention diverted from these
subjects of woe ; and he travelled to Brussels in a
reverie, fraught with such torments as must have
entirely wrecked his reason, had not Providence
interposed in his behalf. He was, by his pos-
tillion, conducted to one of the best inns of the
place, where he understood the cloth was already
laid for supper ; and as the ordinary is open to
strangers, in all these houses of entertainment, he
introduced himself into the company, with a view to
alleviate, in some measure, his sorrow and chagrin,
by the conversation of his fellow-guests. Yet he
was so ill prepared to obtain the relief which he
courted, that he entered the apartment, and sat
down to table, without distinguishing either the
number or countenances of those who were present,
though he himself did not long remain so unre-
garded. His mien and deportment produced a
prepossession in his favour; and the air of affliction,

so remarkable in his visage, did not fail to attract
their sympathy and observation.
Among the rest, was an Irish officer in the Aus-

trian service, who having eyed Renaldo attentively,
" Sir," said he, rising, " if my eyes and memory do
not deceive me, you are the Count de Melvil, with
whom I had the honour to serve upon the Rhine
during the last war." The youth hearing his own
name mentioned, lifted up his eyes, and at once re-
cognising the other to be a gentleman who had
been a captain in his father's regiment, ran for-
wards, and embraced him with great affection.

This was, in divers respects, a fortunate ren-
counter for young Melvil ; as the officer was not
only perfectly well acquainted with the situation of
the Count's family, but also resolved, in a few days,
to set out for Vienna, whither he promised to ac-
company Renaldo, as soon as he understood his
route lay the same way. Before the day fixed for
their departure arrived, this gentleman found means
to insinuate himself so far into the confidence of
the Count, as to learn the cause of that distress
which he had observed in his features at their first
meeting; and being a gentleman of uncommon
vivacity, as well as sincerely attached to the family
of Melvil, to which he had owed his promotion,
he exerted all his good humour and good sense in
amusing the fancy, and reasoning down the morti-
fication of the afflicted Hungarian. He in particular
endeavoured to wean his attention from the lost
Monimia, by engaging it upon his domestic affairs,
and upon the wrongs of his mother and sister, who,
he gave him to understand, -n ere languishing under
the tyranny of his father-in-law.



THE ADVENTURES OF

This was a note that effectually roused him from

the lethargy of his sorrow ; and the desire of taking

vengeance on the oppressor, who had ruined his

fortune, and made his nearest relations miserahle,

so entirely engrossed his thoughts, as to leave no

room for o"ther considerations. During theirjourney

to Austria, Major Farrel, (that was the name of his

fellow-traveller,) informed him of many circum-

stances touching his father's house, to which him-

self was an utter stranger.

"The conduct of your mother," said he, "in

marrying Count Trebasi, was not at all agreeable

either to the friends of the Count de Melvil, or to

her own relations, who knew her second husband

to be a man of a violent temper, and rapacious dis-

position, which the nature of his education and

employment had served rather to inflame than

allay ; for you well know he was a partizan during

the whole "course of the late war. They were,

moreover, equally surprised and chagrined, when

they found she took no step to prevent his seizing

upon that inheritance which of right belonged to

you, and which, by the laws of Hungary, is una-

lienable from the heir of blood. Nevertheless, they

are now fully convinced, that she hath more than

sufficiently atoned for her indiscretion, by the bar-

barity of her husband, who hath not only secluded

her from all communication with her friends and

acquaintance, but even confined her to the west

tower of your father's house, where she is said to

be kept close prisoner, and subjected to all sorts of

inconvenience and mortification. This severity

she is believed to have incurred in consequence of

having expostulated to him upon his unjust be-

haviour to you and Mademoiselle, whom he hath

actually shut up in some convent in Vienna, which

your relations have not as yet been able to discover.

But the memory of your noble father is so dear to

all those who were favoured with his friendship,

and the sufferings of the Countess and Made-

moiselle have raised such a spirit of resentment

against her cruel gaoler, that nothing is wanted but

your presence to begin the prosecution, and give a

sanction to the measures of your friends, which

will in a little time restore your family to the

fruition of its rights and fortune. For my own
part, my dear Count, I consider myself as one

wholly indebted to your house for the rank and

expectation I now enjoy ; and my finances, interest,

and person, such as they are, I dedicate to your

service."

Eenaldo was not slow in making his acknowledg-

ments to tliis generous Hibernian, whom he informed

of his scheme, recounting to him his uncommon
transaction with the benevolent Jew, and commu-
nicating the letters of recommendation he had

received by his means to some of the first noble-

men at the" Imperial court. Meanwhile, he burned

with impatience to chastise Count Trebasi for his

perfidious conduct to the widow and the fatherless,

and would have taken the road to Presburg, with-

out touching at Vienna, in order to call him to a

severe account, had not he been strenuously opposed

by Major Farrel, who represented the imprudence

of taking such a step before he had secured a

proper protection from the consequences with

which it might be attended.
" It is not," said he, " your own life and fortune

only which depend upon your behaviour in this

imergency, but also the quiet and happiness of

those who are most dear to your affection. Not

you alone, but likewise your mother and sister,

would infallibly suffer by your temerity and preci-

pitation. First of all, deliver your credentials at

court, and let us join our endeavours to raise an in-

terest strong enough to counterbalance that of

Trebasi. If we succeed, there will be no necessity

for having recourse to personal measures. He will

be compelled to yield up your inheritance which he

unjustly detains, and to restore your sister to your

arms ; and if he afterwards refuses to do justice to

the Countess, you will always have it in your

power to evince yourself the son of the brave

Count de Melvil."

These just and salutary representations had a due

effect upon Renaldo, who no sooner arrived at the

capital of Austria, than he waited upon a certain

prince of distinction, to whose patronage he was

commended ; and from whom he met with a very

cordial reception, not only on account of his cre-

dentials, but also for the sake of his father, who was

well known to his highness. He heard his com-

plaints with great patience and affability, assured

him of his assistance and protection, and even un-

dertook to introduce him to the empress-queen, who
would not suffer the weakest of her subjects to be

oppressed, much less disregard the cause of an in-

jured young nobleman, who by his own services,

and those of his family, was peculiarly entitled to

her favour.

Nor was he the only person whose countenance

and patronage Melvil solicited upon this occasion ;

he visited all the friends of his father, and all his

mother's relations, who were easily interested in his

behalf; while Major Farrel contributed all his

efforts in strengthening the association. So that a

law-suit was immediately commenced against Count

Trebasi, who on his side was not idle, but prepared

with incredible industry for the assault, resolving

to maintain with his whole power the acquisition he

had made.
The laws of Hungary, like those of some other

countries I could name. afford so many subterfuges

for the purposes of perfidy and fraud, that it is no

wonder our youth began to complain of the slow

progress of his affair ;
especially as he glowed with

the most eager desire of redressing the grievances

of his parent and sister, whose sufferings he did not

doubt were doubled since the institution of his

process against their tormentor. He imparted his

sentiments on this head to his friend ; and, as his

apprehensions every moment increased, plainly told

him he could no longer live without making some

effort to see those with whom he was so nearly con-

nected in point of blood and affection. He there-

fore resolved to repair immediately to Presburg

;

and, according to the intelligence he should procure,

essay to see and converse with his mother, though

at the hazard of his life.

CHAPTER LVIII.

Renaldo abridges the Proceedings at Law, and approves

himself the Son of his Father.

The Major, finding him determined, insisted upon

attending him in this expedition, and they set out

together for Presburg, where they privately ar-

rived in the dark, resolving to keep themselves

concealed at the house of a friend, until they should

have formed some plan for their future operations.

Here they were informed that Count Trebasi's

castle was altogether inaccessible ; that all the

servants who were supposed to have the least
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veneration or compassion for the Countess were dis-
missed

;
and that, since Renaldo was known to hem Germany, the vigilance and caut on of that cruel

husband was redoubled to such a degree, that no-
body knew whether his unfortunate lady was actu-
ally alive or dead.

Farrel perceiving Melvil exceedingly affected
with this intimation, and hearing him declare that
he would never quit Presburg until he should have
entered the house, and removed his doubts on that
interesting subject, not only argued with great
vehemence against such an attempt, as equally
dangerous and indiscreet, but solemnly swore he
would prevent his purpose, by discovering his de-
sign to the family, unless he would promise to listen
to a more moderate and feasible expedient He
then proposed that he himself should appear in the
equipage of one of the travelling Savoyards who
stroll about Europe, amusing ignorant people with
the effects of a magic lanthorn, and in that disguise
endeavour to obtain admittance from the servants
of Trebasi, among whom he might make such in-
quiries as would deliver Melvil from his present
uneasy suspense.

This proposal was embraced, though reluctantly,
by Kenaldo, who was unwilling to expose his friend
to the least danger or disgrace : and the Major
being next day provided with the habit and imple-
ments of his new profession, together with a ragged
attendant who preceded him, extorting music from
a paltry viol, approached the castle-gate, and pro-
claimed his show so naturally in a yell, partaking
of the scream of Savoy and the howl of Ireland*
that one would have imagined he had been conduc-
tor to Madam Catherina from his cradle. So far
his stratagem succeeded

; he had not long stood in
waiting before he was invited into the court-yard,
where the servants formed a rinff, and danced to the
efaorts of his companion's skill ; then he was con-
ducted into the buttery, where he exhibited his
figures on the wall, and his princess on the floor

;

and while they regaled him in this manner with
scraps and sour wine, he took occasion to inquire
about the old lady and her daughter, before whom
he said he had performed in his last peregrination.
1 hough this question was asked with all that air of
simplicity which is peculiar to these people, one of
the domestics took the alarm, being infected with
the suspicions of his master, and plainly taxed the
Major with being a spy, threatening at the same
time that he should be stripped and searched.

This would have been a very dangerous experi-
ment for the Hibernian, who had actually in his
pocket a letter to the Countess from her son, which
he hoped fortune might have furnished him with an
opportunity to deliver. TVTjen he therefore found
Jiimself in this dilemma, he was not at all easy in
his own mind. However, instead of protesting his
innocence in an humble and beseeching strain, in
order to acquit himself of the charge, he resolved
to elude the suspicion by provoking the wrath of
his accuser, and, putting on the air of vulvar in-
tegrity affronted, began to reproach the servant in
very insolent terms for his unfair supposition, and
undressed himself in a moment to the skin, tmew
his tattered garments in the face of his adversary
telling him he would find nothing there which lie
would not be very glad to part with ; at the same
time raising his voice, he, in the gibberish of the
clan he represented, scolded and cursed with great
fluency, so that the whole house resounded with the
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nclse. The valet's jealousy, like a smaller fire, was
in a trice swallowed up in the greater flame of his
rage enkindled by this abrupt address. In conse-
quence of which, Farrel was kicked out at the gate,
naked as he was to the waist, after his lanthorn had
been broke to pieces on his head ; and there he
was joined by his domestic, who had not been able
to recover his apparel and effect a retreat, without
incurring marks of the same sort of distinction.
The Major, considering the risk he must have

run in being detected, thought himself cheaply quit
for this moderate discipline, though he was really
concerned for his friend Renaldo, who, understand-
ing the particulars of the adventure, determined, as
the last effort, to ride round the castle in the open
day, on pretence of taking the air, when, peradven-
ture, the Countess would see him from the place of
her confinement, and favour him with some mark
or token of her being alive.

Though his companion did not much relish this
plan, which he foresaw would expose him to the in-
sults of Trebasi

; yet, as he could not contrive a
better, he acquiesced in Renaldo's invention, with
the proviso that he would defer the execution of it

until his father-in-law should be absent in the chase,
which was a diversion he every day enjoyed.

Accordingly they set a proper watch, and lay
concealed until they were informed of Trebasi's
having gone forth; when they mounted their
horses, and rode into the neighbourhood of the
castle. Having made a small excursion in the ad-
joining fields, they drew nearer the walls, and at
an easy pace had twice circled them, when Farrel
descried, at the top of a tower, a white handker-
chief waved by a woman's hand through the iron
bars that secured the window. This signal bein°-
pointed out to Renaldo, his heart began to throb
with great violence ; he made a respectful obeisance
towards the part in which it appeared, and per-
ceiving the hand beckoning him to approach, ad-
vanced to the very buttress of the turret

; upon
which, seeing something drop, he alighted with
great expedition, and took up a picture of his fa-
ther in miniature, the features of which he no
sooner distinguished, than the tears ran down his
cheeks

; he pressed the little image to his lips with
the most filial fervour ; then conveying it to his
bosom, looked up to the hand, which waved in
such a manner as gave him to understand it was
high time to retire. Being by this time highly
persuaded that his kind monitor was no other than
the Countess herself, he pointed to his heart, in
token of his filial affection, and laying his hand on
his sword, to denote his resolution of doing her
justice, he took his leave with another profound
bow, and suffered himself to be reconducted to his
lodging.

Every circumstance of this transaction was ob-
served by the servants of Count Trebasi, who im-
mediately despatched a messenger to their lord,
with an account of what had happened. Alarmed
at this information, from which he immediately
concluded that the stranger was young Melvil, he
forthwith quitted the chase, and returning to the
castle by a private postern, ordered his horse to be
kept ready saddled, in hope that his son-in-law
would repeat the visit to his mother. This pre-
caution would have been to no purpose, had Re-
naldo followed the advice ofFarrel, who represented
the danger of returning to a place where the alarm
was undoubtedly given by his first appearance

;



THE ADVENTURES OF
574

and exhorted him to return to Vienna for the

prosecution of his suit, now that he was satisfied ot

his mothers being alive. In order to strengthen

this admonition, he bade him recollect the signal

for withdrawing, which was doubtless the effect ot

maternal concern, inspired by the knowledge ot

the Count's vigilance and vindictive disposition.

Notwithstanding these suggestions, Melvil per-

sisted in his resolution of appearing once more be-

low the tower, on the supposition that his mother,

in expectation of his return, had prepared a billet

for his acceptance, from which he might ob-

tain important intelligence. The Major, seeing

him lend a deaf ear to his remonstrances, was con-

tented to attend him in his second expedition,

which he pressed him to undertake that same after-

noon, as Trebasi had taken care to circulate a re-

port of his having gone to dine at the seat of a

nobleman in the neighbourhood. Our knight-

errant and his squire, deceived by this finesse,

presented themselves again under the prison of the

Countess, who no sooner beheld her son return,

than she earnestly entreated him to be gone, by

the same sign which she had before used ;
and he

taking it for granted that she was debarred the

use of pen, ink, and paper, and that she had nothing

more to expect, consented to retire, and had al-

ready moved to some distance from the house,

when, in crossing a small plantation that belonged

to the castle, they were met by Count Trebasi and

another person on horseback.

At sight of this apparition, the blood mounted

into Renaldo's cheeks, and his eyes began to lighten

with eagerness and indignation ; which was not

at all diminished bv the ferocious address ol the

Count, who advancing to Melvil, with a menacing

air,
" Before you proceed," said he, " I must know

with what view you have been twice to-day pa-

trolina: round my enclosures, and reconnoitering

the different avenues of my house. You likewise

carry on a clandestine correspondence with some

person in the family, of which my honour obliges

me to demand an explanation."

"Had your actions been always regulated by

the dictates of honour," replied Renaldo, " I should

never have been questioned for riding round that

castle, which you know is my rightful inheritance ;

or excluded from the sight of a parent who suffers

under your tyranny and oppression. It is my
part, therefore, to expostulate ;

and, since fortune

hath favoured me with an opportunity of revenging

our wrongs in person, we shall not part until you

have learned that the family of the Count de Mel-

vil is not to be injured with impunity. Here is no

advantage on either side, in point of arms or

number ;
you are better mounted than I am, and

shall have the choice of the ground on which our

difference ought to be brought to a speedy deter-

mination." .

Trebasi, whose courage was not ot tne senti-

mental kind, hut purely owing to his natural in-

sensibility of danger, instead of concerting mea-

sures coolly for the engagement, or making any

verbal reply to this defiance, drew a pistol, without

the least hesitation, and fired it at the face of Ke-

naldo, part of whose left eve-brow was carried off

by the ball. Melvil was not slow in returning the

compliment, which, as it was deliberate, proved the

more decisive. For the shot entering the Count s

right breast, made its way to the back bone with

such a shock, as struck him to the ground ;
upon

which the other alighted, in order to improve the

advantage he had gained.

During this transaction, Farrel had well nigh

lost his life by the savage behaviour of Trebasi's

attendant, who had been a hussar officer, and who,

thinking it was his duty to imitate the example of

his patron on this occasion, discharged a pistol at

the Major, before he had the least intimation of

his design. The Hibernian's horse being a com-

mon hireling, and unaccustomed to stand fire, no

sooner saw the flash of Trebasi's pistol, than, start-

ing aside, he happened to plunge into a hole, and

was overturned at the very instant when the

hussar's piece went off, so that no damage ensued

to his rider, who, pitching on his feet, flew with

great nimbleness to his adversary, then, laying

hold on one leff, dismounted him in a twinkling,

and seizing his throat as he lay, would have scon

despatched him without the use of fire-arms, had

he not been prevented by his friend Renaldo, who

desired him to desist, observing that his vengeance

w as already satisfied, as the Count seemed to be in

the agonies of death. The Major was loth to quit

his prey, as he thought his aggressor had acted in

a treacherous manner ; but recollecting that there

was no time to lose, because, in all probability, the

firing had alarmed the castle, he took his leave ot

the vanquished hussar, with a couple of hearty-

kicks, and mounting his horse, followed Melvil to

the house of a gentleman in the neighbourhood,

who was kinsman to the Countess, and very well

disposed to grant him a secure retreat, until the

troublesome consequences of this rencounter should

be overblown.

Trebasi, though to the young gentleman he seemed

speechless and insensible, had neither lost the use

of his reason nor of his tongue, but affected that

extremity, in order to avoid any further conversa-

tion with the victor. He was one of those people

who never think of death until he knocks at the

door, and then earnestly entreat him to excuse them

for the present, and be so good as to call another

time. The Count had so often escaped unhurt, in

the course of his campaigns, that he looked upon

himself as invulnerable, and set all danger at defi-

ance. Though he had hitherto taken no care of

the concerns of his soid, he had a large fund of

superstition at bottom; and, when the surgeon,

who examined his wound, declared it was mortal,

all the terrors of futurity took hold on his imagi-

nation, all the misdemeanors of his life presented

themselves in aggravated colours to his recollec-

tion. . , ,

He implored the spiritual assistance of a good

priest in the neighbourhood, who, in the discharge

of his own conscience, gave him to understand that

he had little mercy to expect, unless he would, as

much as lay in his power, redress the injuries he

had done to his fellow-creatures. As nothing lay

heavier upon his soul than the cruelty and fraud

he had practised upon the family of Count Melvil,

he earnestly besought this charitable clergyman to

mediate his pardon with the Countess, and at the

same time desired to see Renaldo before his death

that he might put him in possession of his paternal

estate, and solicit his forgiveness for the offence he

had given. . .

His lady, far from waiting for the priest s inter-

cession, no sooner understood the lamentable situa-

tion of her husband, and found herself at liberty,

than she hastened to his apartment, expressed the
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utmost concern for his misfortune, and tended him
with truly conjugal tenderness and fidelity. Her
son gladly obeyed the summons, and was received
with great civility and satisfaction by his father-in-
law, who, in presence of the judge and divers gen-
tlemen assembled for that purpose, renounced all
right and title to the fortune he had so unjustly
usurped; disclosed the name of the convent to
which Mademoiselle de Melvil had been conveyed,
dismissed all the agents of his iniquity, and being
reconciled to his son-in-law, began to prepare him-
self in tranquillity for his latter end.
The Countess was overwhelmed with an excess

of joy, while she embraced her long-lost son, who
had proved himself so worthy of his father. Yet
this joy was embittered, by reflecting that she was
made a widow by the hands of that darling son.
For, though she knew his honour demanded the
sacrifice, she could not lay aside that regard and
veneration which is attached to the name of
husband

;
and therefore resolved to retire into a

monastery, where she could spend the remainder
of her life in devotion, without being exposed to
any intercourse which might interfere with the
delicacy of her sentiments ou that subject.

CHAPTER LIX.
He is the Messenger of happiness to his Sister, who removes
•the film which had long obstructed his penetration, with

regard to Count Fathom.

As the most endearing affection had always sub-
sisted between Renaldo and his sister, he would not
one moment deny himself the pleasure of flying to
her embrace, and of being the glad messenger of
her deliverance. Soon, therefore, as he understood
the place of her retreat, and had obtained a proper
order to the abbess, signed by Count Trebasi, he
set out post for Vienna, still accompanied by his
faithful Hibernian, and arriving at the convent
found the abbess and the whole house so engrossed
in making preparations for the ceremony of givino-
the veil next day to a young woman who had ful-
filled the term of her probation, that he could not
possibly see his sister with that leisure and satis-
faction which he had flattered himself with enjoy-
ing at this meeting ; and therefore he was fain 'to
bridle his impatience for two days, and keep his
credentials until the hurry should be over, that
Mademoiselle might have no intimation of her good
fortune, except from his own mouth.

In order to fill up this tedious interval, he visited
his friends at court, who were rejoiced to hear the
happy issue of his excursion to Presburg; the
prince, who was his particular patron, desired he
would make himself perfectly easy with regard
to the death of Count Trebasi, for he would take
care to represent him in such a light to the em-
press-queen, as would screen him from any danger
or prosecution on that account. His highness
moreover, appointed the following day for perform-
ing the promise he had made of presenting him to
that august princess, and in the mean time prepos-

,
sessed her so much in his favour, that when he
approached her presence, and was announced by his
noble mtroductor, she eyed him with a look of pecu-
liar complacency, saying, "I am glad to see you
returned to my dominions. Your father was a
gallant officer who served our house with eoual
courage and fidelity: and as I understand you
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tread in his footsteps, you may depend upon my
favour and protection."

He was so much overwhelmed with this gracious
reception, that, while he bowed in silence, the drops
of gratitude trickled from his eyes ; and her impe-
rial majesty was so well pleased with this manifes-
tation of his heart, that she immediately gave
directions for promoting him to the command of a
troop of horse.—Thus fortune seemed willing, and
indeed eager to discharge the debt she owed him
for the different calamities he had undergone. And
as he looked upon the generous Hebrew to be the
sole source of his success, he did not fail to make
him acquainted with the happy effects of his re-
commendation and friendship, "and to express, in
the warmest terms, the deep sense he had of his
uncommon benevolence, which, by the bye, was
still greater, with regard to Renaldo, than the
reader as yet imagines

; for he not only furnished
him with money for his present occasions, but also
gave him an unlimited credit on a banker in Vienna,
to whom one of his letters was directed.
The ceremony of the nun's admission being now

performed, and the convent restored to its former
quiet, Melvil hastened thither on the wings of
brotherly affection, and presented his letter to the
abbess, who having perused the contents, by which
she learned that the family disquiets of Count Tre-
basi no longer subsisted, and that the bearer was
the brother of Mademoiselle, she received him
with great politeness, congratulated him on this
happy event, and, begging he would excuse her
staying with him in the parlour, on pretence of
business, withdrew, saying, she would immediately
send in a young lady who would console him for
her absence. In a few minutes he was joined bv
nis sister, who, expecting nothing less than to see
Kenaldo, no sooner distinguished his features, than
she shrieked aloud with surprise, and would have
sunk upon the floor, had not he supported her in his
embrace,

Such a sudden apparition of her brother at any
time or m any place, after their long separation,
would have strongly affected this sensible youno-
lady

;
but to find him so abruptly in a place where

she thought herself buried from the knowledge of
all her relations, occasioned such commotions in
her spirits as had well nigh endangered her reason
-tor it was not till after a considerable pause, that
she could talk to him with connexion or coherence
However, as those transports subsided, they entered
into a more deliberate and agreeable conversation •

in the course of which, he gradually informed
her of what had passed at the castle; and inex-
pressible was the pleasure she felt in learning that
her mother was released from captivity, herself
restored to freedom, and her brother to the pos-
session of his inheritance, by the only means to

be owin-
yS Prayed th6Se blessinSs miSht

As she had been treated with uncommon huma-
nity by the abbess, she would not consent to leave
the convent until he should be ready to set out
for Presburg

; so that they dined together with
that good lady, and passed the afternoon in thatmutual communication with which a brother and
sister may be supposed to entertain themselves on
such an occasion She gave him a detail of the
insults and mortifications she had suffered from the
brutality of her father-in-law, and toldI Mm that
her confinement m this monastery was ov, ing to
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Trebasi having intercepted a letter to her from

Renaldo, signifying his intention to return to the

empire, in order to assert his own right, and re-

dress his grievances. Then turning the discourse

upon the incidents of his peregrinations, she in a

particular manner inquired about that exquisite

beaut v who had been the innocent source of all his

distresses, and upon whose perfections he had often,

in his letters to his sister, expatiated with indica-

tions of rapture and delight.

This inquiry in a moment blew up that scorching

flame which "had been well nigh stifled by other

necessary avocations. His eyes gleamed, his cheeks

glowed and grew pale alternately, and his whole

frame underwent an immediate agitation ;
which

bein"- perceived by Mademoiselle, she concluded

thattome new calamity was annexed to the name

of Monimia. and. dreading to rip up a wound which

she saw was so ineffectually closed, she for the

present suppressed her curiosity and concern, and

industrouslv endeavoured to introduce some less

affecting subject of conversation. He saw her aim,

approved of her discretion, and. joining her endea-

vours expressed his surprise at her having omitted

to signify the least remembrance of her old favourite,

Fathom," whom he had left in England. He had no

sooner pronounced this name, than she suffered

some confusion in her turn ; from which, however,

recollecting herself, "Brother," said she, " you

must endeavour to forget that wretch, who is alto-

gether unworthy of retaining the smallest share ot

vour regard."

Astonished, and indeed angry, at this expression,

which he considered as the effect of malicious mis-

representation, he gently chid her for her credu-

lity in believing the envious aspersion of some

person, who repined at the superior virtue of

Fathom, whom he affirmed to be an honour to the

human species.
" Nothing is more easy," replied the young lady,

" than to impose upon a person, who, being himself

unconscious of guile, suspects no deceit. \ou have

been a dupe, dear brother, not to the finesse ot

Fathom, but to the sincerity of your own heart.

For mv own part, I assume no honour to my own

penetration in having comprehended the villany

t>f that imposter, which was discovered, in more

than one instance, by accidents I could not possibly

foresee

"You must know, that Teresa, who attended me

from my childhood, and in whose honesty I reposed

such confidence, having disobliged some of the in-

ferior servants, was so narrowly watched m all

her transactions, as to be at last detected in the

very act of conveying a piece of plate, which was

actually found concealed among her clothes

"You may guess how much I was astonished when

I understood this circumstance. I could not trust

to the evidence of my own senses, and should have

still believed her innocent, in spite of ocular de-

monstration, had not she, in the terrors of being

tried for felony, promised to make a very material

discovery to the Countess, provided she would take

such measures as would save her lite.

" This request being complied with, she, m my

hearing, opened up such an amazing scene of mi-

auity, baseness and ingratitude, which had been

acted by her and Fathom, in order to defraud the

family to which thev were so much indebted, that

I could not have believed the human mmd capable

of such degeneracy, or that traitor endowed with

such pernicious cunning and dissimulation, had not

her tale been congruous, consistent, and distinct,

and fraught with circumstances that left no room

to doubt the least article of her confession ;
on

consideration of which she was permitted to go into

voluntary exile."
t .

She then explained their combination in all the

particulars, as we have already recounted them in

their proper place, and finally observed, that the

opinion she had hence conceived of Fathom s cha-

racter was confirmed by what she had since learned

of his perfidious conduct towards that very nun

who had lately taken the veil.
• , „

Perceiving her brother struck dumb with asto-

nishment, and gaping with the most eager attention,

she proceeded to relate the incidents of his double

intrigue with the jeweller's wife and daughter, as

thev were communicated to her by the nun, who

was no other than the individual Wilhelmma.

After those rivals had been forsaken by their gal-

lant, their mutual animosities and chagrin served

to whet the attention and invention ot each
;

so

that in a little time the whole mystery stood dis-

closed to both. The mother had discovered the

daughter's correspondence with Fathom, as we have

formerly observed, by means of that unfortunate

letter which he unwittingly committed to the charge

of the old beldame ; and, as soon as she understood

he was without the reach of all solicitation or

prosecution, imparted this billet to her husband

whose fury was so ungovernable, that he had almost

sacrificed Wilhelmina with his own hands, especially

when, terrified by his threats and imprecations, she

owned that she had bestowed the chain on this

perfidious lover. However, his dreadful purpose

was prevented, partly by the interposition ot his

wife whose aim was not the death but immurement

of his daughter, and partly by the tears and sup-

plication of the young gentlewoman herself, who

protested, that, although the ceremony of the church

had not been performed, she was contracted to

Fathom by the most solemn vows, to witness which

he invoked all the saints in Heaven.

The jeweller, upon cooler consideration, was un-

willing to lose the last spark of hope that guttered

amon| the ruins of his despair, and resisted all the

importunities of his wife, who pressed him to con-

sult the welfare of his daughter's soul, in the fond

expectation of finding some expedient to lure back

the chain and its possessor. In the mean time W.il-

helmmawas daily and hourly exposed to the mortity-

in" animadversions of her mamma, who, with all 1 he

insolence of virtue, incessantly upbraided her with

the backslidings of her vicious life, and exhorted

her to reformation and repentance. This continual

triumph lasted for many months, till at length a

quarrel happening between the mother and the

gossip at whose house she used to give the ren-

dezvous to her admirers, that incensed confidante, in

the precipitation of her anger, promulgated the

history of those secret meetings ; and, among the

rest, her interviews with Fathom were brougct to

^^The first people who hear news of this sort are

generally those to whom they are most unwelcome.

The German was soon apprised of his wife s frailty,

and considered the two females of his house as a

couple of devils incarnate, sent from hell to exer-

cise his patience. Yet. in the midst of his
i

dis-

pleasure, he found matter of consolation |"J>emg

Wished with a sufficient reason for parting with
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his helpmate, who had for many years kept his
family in disquiet. He therefore, without hazarding
a personal conference, sent proposals to her hy a
friend, which she did not think proper to reject

;

and seeing himself restored to the dominion of his
own house, exerted his sway so tyrannically, that
Wilhelmina hecame weary of her life, and had re-
course to the comforts of religion, of which she soon
became enamoured, and begged her father's per-
mission to dedicate the rest of her life to the duties
of devotion. She was accordingly received in this
convent, the regulations of which were so much to
her* liking, that she performed the task of proba-
tion with pleasure, and voluntarily excluded herself
from the vanities of this life. It was here she had
contracted an acquaintance with Mademoiselle de
Melvil, to whom she communicated her complaints
of Fathom, on the supposition that he was related
to the Count, as he himself had often declared.

While the young lady rehearsed the particulars
of this detail, Renaldo sustained a strange vicissi-
tude of different passions. Surprise, sorrow, fear,
hope, and indignation raised a most tumultuous
conflict in his bosom. Monimia rushed upon his
imagination in the character of innocence betrayed
by the insinuations of treachery. He with horror
viewed her at the mercy of a villain, who had
broken all the ties of gratitude and honour.

Affrighted at the prospect, he started from his
seat, exclaiming, in the most unconnected strain of
distraction and despair, " Have I then nourished a
serpent in my bosom ! Have I listened to the voice
of a traitor, who hath murdered my peace ! who
hath tore my heart-strings asunder, and perhaps
ruined the pattern of all earthly perfection. It
cannot be. Heaven would not suffer such infernal
artifice to take effect. The thunder would be
levelled against the head of the accursed projector."
From this transport, compared with his agitation

when he mentioned Monimia, his sister judged that
Fathom had been the occasion of a breach between
the two lovers

; and this conjecture being confirmed
by the disjointed answers he made to her interro-
gations upon the affair, she endeavoured to calm
his apprehensions, by representing that he would
soon have an opportunity of returning to England,
where the misunderstanding might be easily cleared
up

; and that, in the mean time, he had nothing to
fear on account of the person of his mistress, in a
country where individuals were so well protected
by the laws and constitution of the realm. At
length he suffered himself to be flattered with the
fond hope of seeing Monimia's character triumph
in the inquiry, of retrieving that lost jewel, and of
renewing that ravishing intercourse and exalted
expectation which had been so cruelly cut off. He
now wished to find Fathom as black as he had been
exhibited, that Monimia's apostasy might be num-
bered among the misrepresentations of his treachery
and fraud.

His love, which was alike generous and ardent,
espoused the cause, and he no longer doubted her
constancy and virtue. But when he reflected how
her tender heart must have been wrung with
anguish at his unkindness and cruelty, in leaving
her destitute in a foreign land ; how her sensibility
must have been tortured in finding herself alto-
gether dependent upon a ruffian, who certainly
harboured the most baleful designs upon her
honour

;
how her life must be endangered both by

his barbarity and hejr own despair—I say, when he
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reflected on these circumstances, he shuddered with
horror and dismay; and that very night despatched
a letter to his friend the Jew, entreating him, in
the most pressing manner, to employ all his intelli-
gence in learning the situation of the fair orphan,
that she might be protected from the villany of'

Fathom, until his return to England.

CHAPTER LX.
He recompenses the Attachment of his Friend ; and receives

a Letter that reduces him to the verge of Death and
Distraction.

This step being taken, his mind in some measure
retrieved its former tranquillity. He soothed him-
self with the prospect of a happy reconciliation
with the divine Monimia, and his fancy was decoyed
from every disagreeable presage by the entertaining
conversation of his sister, with whom in two days
he set out for Presburg, attended by his friend the
Major, who had never quitted him since their
meeting at Brussels.—Here they found Count Tre-
basi entirely rid of the fever which had been occa-
sioned by his wound, and in a fair way of doing
well; a circumstance that afforded unspeakable
pleasure to Melvil, whose manner of thinking was
such, as would have made him unhappy, could he
have charged himself with the death of his mother's
husband, howsoever criminal he might have been.
The Count's ferocity did not return with his

health. His eyes were opened by the danger he
had incurred, and his sentiments turned in a new
channel. He heartily asked pardon of Mademoi-
selle for the rigorous usage she had suffered from
the violence of his temper ; thanked Renaldo for
the seasonable lesson he had administered to him

;

and not only insisted upon being removed from the'
castle to a house of his own in Presburg, but prof-
fered to make immediate restitution of all the rents
which he had unjustly converted to his own use.
These things being settled in the most amicable

manner, to the entire satisfaction of the parties
concerned, as well as of the neighbouring noblesse,
among whom the house of Melvil was in universal
esteem, Renaldo resolved to solicit leave at the
Imperial court to return to England, in order to
investigate that affair of Monimia, which was more
interesting than all the points he had hitherto
adjusted. But, before he quitted Presburg, his
friend Farrel taking him aside one day, " Count,"
said he, " will you give me leave to ask, if, by my
zeal and attachment for you, I have had the good
fortune to acquire your esteem ?" " To doubt that
esteem," replied Renaldo, "were to suspect my
gratitude and honour, of which I must be utterly
destitute before I lose the sense of those obligations
I owe to your gallantry and friendship—obligations
which I long for a proper occasion to repay."
"Well then," resumed the Major, "I will deal

with you like a downright Swiss, and point out a
method by which you may shift the load of obliga-
tion from your own shoulders to mine. You knowmy birth, rank, and expectations in the service; but
perhaps you do not know, that, as my expense' has
always unavoidably exceeded my income, I find
myself a little out at elbows in my circumstances,
and want to piece them up by matrimony. Of
those ladies with whom I think I have any chance
of succeeding, Mademoiselle de Melvil seems the
best qualified to render my situation happy in all
respects. Her fortune is more than sufficient to

p P
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disembarrass my affairs ; her good sense will be a

seasonable check upon my vivacity ; her agreeable

accomplishments will engage a continuation of

affection and regard. I know my own disposition well

enoush to think I shall become a most dutiful and

tractable husband ; and shall deem myself highly ho-

noured in being more closely united to my dear Count

de Melvil, the son and representative of that worthy

officer under whom my youth was formed, If you

will therefore sanction my claim, I will forthwith

begin my approaches, and doubt not, under your

auspices, to bring the place to a capitulation."

Kenaldo was pleased with the frankness of this

declaration, approved of his demand, and desired

him to depend upon his good offices with his sister,

whom he sounded that same evening upon the

subject, recommending the Major to her favour, as

a gentleman well worthy of her choice. Mademoi-

selle, who had never been exercised in the coquetries

of her sex, and was now arrived at those years

when the vanity ofyouth ought to yield to discretion,

considered the proposal as a philosopher, and after

due deliberation candidly owned she had no ob-

jection to the match. Farrel was accordingly

introduced in the character of a lover, after the

permission of the Countess had been obtained

;

and he carried on his addresses in the usual form,

so much to the satisfaction of all concerned in the

event, that a day was appointed for the celebration

of his nuptials, when he entered into peaceable

possession of his prize.

A few days after this joyful occasion, while

Kenaldo was at Vienna, where he had been indulged

with leave of absence for six months, and employed

in making preparations for his journey to Britain,

he was one evening presented by his servant with

a packet from London, which he no sooner opened,

than he found enclosed a letter directed to him, in

the handwriting of Monimia. He was so much

affected at sight of those well-known characters,

that he stood motionless as a statue, eager to know

the contents, yet afraid to peruse the billet. While

he hesitated in this suspense, he chanced to cast his

eye on the inside of the cover, and perceived the

name of his Jewish friend at the bottom of a few

lines, importing, that the enclosed was delivered to

him by a physician of his acquaintance, who had

recommended it in a particular manner to his care.

This intimation served only to increase the mystery,

and whet his impatience ; and as he had the ex-

planation in his hand, he summoned all his resolution

to his aid, and breaking the seal, began to read

these words :
" Eenaldo will not suppose that this

address proceeds from interested motives, when he

learns, that, before it can be presented to his view,

the unfortunate Monimia will be no more."

Here the light forsook Renaldo's eyes, his knees

knocked together, and he fell at full length in-

sensible on the floor. His valet, hearing the noise,

ran into the apartment, lifted him upon a couch, and

despatched a messenger for proper assistance, while

he himself endeavoured to recall his spirits by such

applications as chance afforded. But before the

Count exhibited any signs of life, his brother-in-law

entered his chamber by accident, and as soon as he

recollected himself from the extreme confusion and

concern produced by this melancholy spectacle, he

perceived the fatal epistle, which Melvil, though

insensible, still kept within his grasp ;
justly sus-

pecting this to be the cause of that severe paroxysm,

lie drew near the couch, and with difficulty read

what is above rehearsed, and the sequel, to this

effect :

—

" Yes, I have taken such measures as will prevent

it from falling into your hands, until after I shall

have been released from a being embittered with

inexpressible misery and anguish. It is not my
intention, once loved, and ah! still too fondly

remembered youth, to upbraid you as the source of

that unceasing woe which hath been so long the

sole inhabitant of my lonely bosom. I will not call

you inconstant or unkind. I dare not think you

base or dishonourable ;
yet I was abruptly sacrificed

to a triumphant rival, before I had learned to bear

such mortification; before I had overcome the

prejudices which I had imbibed in my father's

house. I was all at once abandoned to despair, to

indigence, and distress, to the vile practices of a

villain, who, I fear, hath betrayed us both. What
have not I suffered from the insults and vicious

designs of that wretch, whom you cherished in

your bosom ! Yet to these I owe this near approach

to that goal of peace, where the canker-worm of

sorrow will expire. Beware of that artful traitor ;

and. oh ! endeavour to overcome that levity of dis-

position, which, if indulged, will not only stain

your reputation, but also debauch the good qualities

of your heart. I release you, in the sight of

Heaven, from all obligation s. If I have been

injured, let not my wrongs be visited on the head

of Renaldo, for whom shall be offered up the last

fervent prayers of the hapless Monimia."

This letter was a clue to the labyrinth of Melvd's

distress. Though the Major had never heard him

mention the name of this beauty, he had received

such hints from his own wife, as enabled him to

comprehend the whole of the Count's disaster. By

the administration of stimulating medicines, Renaldo

recovered his perception ; but this was a cruel

alternative, considering the situation of his thoughts.

The first word he pronounced was Monimia, with

all the emphasis of the most violent despair. He
perused the letter, and poured forth incoherent

execrations against Fathom and himself. He ex-

claimed, in a frantic tone, " She is lost for ever

!

murdered by my unkindness ! We are both undone

by the infernal arts of Fathom ! execrable monster !

Restore her to my arms. If thou art not a fiend in

reality, I will tear out thy false heart."

So saying, he sprung upon his valet, who would

have fallen a sacrifice to his undistinguishing fury,

had not he been saved by the interposition of Farrel

and the familv, who disengaged him from his

master's gripe by dint of force ; yet, notwithstanding

their joint endeavours, he broke from this restraint,

leaped upon the floor, and seizing his sword, at-

tempted to plunge it in his own breast. When he

was once more overcome by numbers, he cursed

himself, and all those who withheld him ;
swore he

would not survive the fair victim who had perished

by his credulity and indiscretion; and the agitation

of his spirits increased to such a degree, that he

was seized with strong convulsions, which nature

was scarce able to sustain. Every medical expedient

was used to quiet his perturbation, which at length

yielded so far as to subside into a continual fever,

and confirmed delirium, during which he ceased

not to pour forth the most pathetic complaints,

touching his ruined love, and to rave about the ill-

starred Monimia. The Major, half distracted by

the calamity of his friend, would have concealed it

from the knowledge of his family, had not the
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physician, by despairing of his life, laid him under
the necessity of making them acquainted with his

condition.

The Countess and Mrs. Farrel were no sooner in-

formed of his case than they hastened to the melan-
choly scene, where they found Renaldo deprived of
his senses, panting under the rage of an exasperated
disease. They saw his face distorted, and his eyes
glaring with frenzy; they heard him invoke the
name of Monimia with a tenderness of accent
which even the impulse of madness could not
destroy. Then, with a sudden transition of tone
and gesture, he denounced vengeance against her
betrayer, and called upon the north wind to cool
the fervour of his brain. His hair hung in dis-

hevelled parcels, his cheeks were wan, his looks
ghastly, his vigour was fled, and all the glory of
his youth faded ; the physician hung his head in

silence, the attendants wrung their hands in despair,

and the countenance of his friend was bathed in

tears.

Such a picture would have moved the most ob-
durate heart ; what impression then must it have
made upon a parent and sister, melting with all the
enthusiasm of affection ! The mother was struck
dumb, and stupified with grief ; the sister threw
herself on the bed in a transport of sorrow, caught
her loved Renaldo in her arms, and was, with great
difficulty, tore from his embrace. Such was the
dismal reverse that overtook the late so happy
family of Melvil ; such was the extremity to which
the treachery of Fathom had reduced his best
benefactor

!

Three days did nature struggle with surprising
efforts, and then the constitution seemed to sink
under the victorious fever; yet, as his strength
diminished, his delirium abated, and on the fifth

morning he looked round, and recognised his
weeping friends. Though now exhausted to the
lowest ebb of life, he retained the perfect use of
speech, and his reason being quite unclouded, spoke
to each with equal kindness and composure ; he
congratulated himself upon the sight of shore after
the horrors of such a tempest ; called upon the
Countess and his sister, who were not permitted to
see him at such a conjuncture ; and being apprized
by the Major of his reason for excluding them from
his presence, he applauded his concern, bequeathed
them to his future care, and took leave of that gen-
tleman with a cordial embrace. Then he desired
to be left in private with a certain clergyman, who
regulated the concerns of his soul, and he being
dismissed, turned his face from the light, in expec-
tation of his final -discharge. In a few minutes all

was still and dreary, he was no longer heard to
breathe, no more the stream of life was perceived
to circulate, he was supposed to be absolved from
all his cares, and an universal groan from the by-
standers announced the decease of the gallant,
generous, and tender-hearted Renaldo.
"Come hither, ye whom the pride of youth

and health, of birth and affluence inflames, who
tread the flowery maze of pleasure, trusting to the
fruition of ever-circling joys

; ye who glory in
your accomplishments, who indulge the views of
ambition, and lay schemes for future happiness and
grandeur, contemplate here the vanity of life

!

behold how low this excellent young man is laid !

mowed down even in the blossom of his youth,
when fortune seemed to open all her treasures to
his worth !

"

Such were the reflections of the generous Farrel,
who, while he performed the last office of friend-
ship, in closing the eyes of the much-lamented
Melvil, perceived a warmth on the skin, which the
hand of death seldom leaves unextinguished. This
uncommon sensation he reported to the physician,
who, though he could feel no pulsation of the heart
or arteries, conjectured that life still lingered in

some of its interior haunts, and immediately ordered
such applications to the extremities and surface of
the body, as might help to concentrate and reinforce
the natural heat.

By these prescriptions, which for some time pro-
duced no sensible effect, the embers were, in all

probability, kept glowing, and the vital power re-
vived, for, after a considerable pause, respiration
was gradually renewed at long intervals, a languid
motion was perceived at the heart, a few feeble and
irregular pulsations were felt at the wrist, the clay-
coloured livery of death began to vanish from his
face, the circulation acquired new force, and he
opened his eyes with a sigh, which proclaimed his
return from the shades of death.

When he recovered the faculty of swallow-
ing, a cordial was administered, and whether the
fever abated, in consequence of the blood's being
cooled and condensed during the recess of action
in the solids, or nature, in that agony, had pre-
pared a proper channel for the expulsion of the
disease, certain it is, he was from this mo-
ment rid of all bodily pain ; he retrieved the
animal functions, and nothing remained of his
malady but an extreme weakness and languor, the
effect of nature's being fatigued in the battle she
had won.

_
Unutterable was the joy that took possession of

his mother and sister when Farrel flew into her
apartment to intimate this happy turn. Scarce
could they be restrained from pouring forth their
transports in the presence of Renaldo, who was
still too feeble to endure such communication

;

indeed he was extremely mortified and dejected at
this event, which had diffused such pleasure and
satisfaction among his friends, for though his dis-
temper was mastered, the fatal cause of it still

rankled at his heart, and he considered this respite
from death as a protraction of his misery.
When he was congratulated by the major on

the triumph of his constitution, he replied, with a
groan, "I would to heaven it had been otherwise, for
lam reserved for all the horrors of the most poignant
sorrow and remorse. O Monimia ! Monimia ! I
hoped by this time to have convinced thy gentle
shade, that I was, at least intentionally, innocent of
that ruthless barbarity which hath brought thee to
an untimely grave. Heaven and earth ! do I still
survive the consciousness of that dire catastrophe

!

and lives the atrocious villain who hath blasted all
our hopes !

"

With these last words the fire darted from his
eyes, and his brother, snatching this occasional
handle for reconciling him to life, joined in his ex-
clamations against the treacherous Fathom, and
observed, that he should not, in point of honour
wish to die, until he should have sacrificed that
traitor to the manes of the beauteous Monimia
This incitement acted as a spur upon exhausted
nature, causing the blood to circulate with fresh
vigour, and encouraging him to take such sustenance
as would recruit his strength, and repair the damage
which his health had sustained.

°
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His sisterassiduously attendedhim in his recovery,

flattering his appetite, and amusing his sorrow at

the same time ; the clergyman assailed his despond-

ence with religious weapons, as -well as with argu-

ments drawn from philosophy ; and the fury of his

passions being already expended, he became so

tractable as to listen "to his remonstrances. But

notwithstanding the joint endeavours of all his

friends, a deep fixed melancholy remained after

every consequence of his disease had vanished.

In vain they essayed to elude his grief by gaiety

and diversions, in vain they tried to decoy his heart

into some new engagement.

These kind attempts served only to feed and

nourish that melancholy which pined within his

bosom. Monimia still haunted him in the midst of

these amusements, while his reflection whispered to

him, " Pleasures like these I might have relished

with her participation." That darling idea mingled

in all the female assemblies at which he was present,

eclipsing their attractions, and enhancing the bit-

terness of his loss ; for absence, enthusiasm, and

even his despair had heightened the charms of the

fair orphan into something supernatural and divine.

Time, that commonly weakens the traces of re-

membrance, seemed to deepen its impressions in his

breast ;
nightly, in his dreams, did he converse with

his dear Monimia, sometimes on the verdant bank

of a delightful stream, where he breathed, in soft

murmurs, the dictates of his love and admiration
j

sometimes reclined within the tufted grove, his

arm encircled and sustained her snowy neck, whilst

she, with looks of love ineffable, gazed on his face,

invoking heaven to bless her husband and her lord.

Yet, even in these illusions was his fancy oft alarmed

for the ill-fated fair. Sometimes he viewed her

tottering on the brink of a steep precipice, far dis-

tant from his helping hand; at other times she

seemed to sail along the boisterous tide, imploring

his assistance, then would he start with horror from

his sleep, and feel his sorrows more than realized ;

he deserted his couch, he avoided the society of

mankind, he courted sequestered shades where he

could indulge his melancholy; there his mind

brooded over his calamity until his imagination

became familiar with all the ravages of death ; it

contemplated the gradual decline of Monimia's

health, her tears, her distress, her despair at his

imagined cruelty ; he saw, through that perspective,

every blossom of her beauty wither, every sparkle

vanish from her eyes ; he beheld her faded lips,

her pale cheek, and her inanimated features, the

symmetry of which not death itself was able to

destroy. His fancy conveyed her breathless corse

to the cold grave, o'er which, perhaps, no tear

humane was shed, where her delicate limbs were

consigned to dust, where she was dished out a

delicious banquet to the unsparing worm.

Over these pictures he dwelt with a sort of

pleasing anguish, until he became so enamoured of

her tomb, that he could no longer resist the desire

that compelled him to make a pilgrimage to the

dear hallowed spot, where all his once gay hopes

lav buried ; that he might nightly visit the silent

habitation of his ruined love, embrace the sacred

earth with which she was now compounded, moisten

it with his tears, and bid the turf lie easy on her

breast. Besides the prospect of this gloomy enjoy-

ment, he was urged to return to England, by an

eager desire of - taking vengeance on the perfidious

Fathom, as well as of acquitting himself of the

obligations he owed in that kingdom, to those who

had assisted him in his distress. He therefore

communicated his intention to Farrel, who would

have insisted upon attending him in the journey,

had not he been conjured to stay and manage

Renaldo's affairs in his absence. Every previous

step bein°- taken, he took leave of the Countess and

his sister, who had, with all their interest and

elocution, opposed his design, the execution of

which, thev justly feared, would, instead of dissi-

pating augment his chagrin ; and now, seeing him

determined, thev shed a flood of tears at his depar-

ture and he set out from Vienna in a post-chaise,

accompanied by a trusty valet-de-chambre on

horseback.

CHAPTER LXI.

Renaldo meets with a living Monument of Justice, and

encounters a Personage of some note m these Memoirs.

As this domestic was very well qualified for making

all the proper dispositions, and adjusting every

necessary article on the road, Renaldo totally ab-

stracted "himself from earthly considerations, and

mused without ceasing on that theme which was

the constant subject of his contemplation. He was

blind to the objects that surrounded him ; he scarce

ever felt the importunities of nature ;
and had not

they been reinforced by the pressing entreaties of

his attendant, he would have proceeded without

refreshment or repose. In this absence of mind

did he traverse a great part of Germany, in his

wav to the Austrian Netherlands, and arrived at the

fortress of Luxemburg, where he was obliged to

tarrv a whole day on account of an accident which

had'happened to 'his chaise. Here he went to view

the fortifications; and as he walked along the

ramparts, his ears were saluted with these words •

" Heaven bless the noble Count de Melvil !
will not

he turn the eyes of compassion on an old fellow-

soldier reduced to misfortune and disgrace?"

Surprised at this address, which was attended

with the clanking of chains, Renaldo lifted up his

eyes and perceived the person who spoke to be

one of two malefactors shackled together, who had

been sentenced for some crime to work as labourers

on the fortifications. His face was so covered with

hair, and his whole appearance so disguised by the

squalid habit which he wore, that the Count could

not recollect his features, until he gave him to

understand that his name was Ratchkah. Melvil

immediately recognised his fellow student at lenna,

and his brother volunteer upon the Rhine, and

expressed equal surprise and concern at seeing

him in such a deplorable situation.

Nothing renders the soul so callous and insen-

sible as the searing brands of infamy and disgrace.

Without betraying the least symptoms of shame or

confusion, " Count' says he, "this is the fate of

war, at least of ,ne war in which I have been

eno-ao-ed, ever since I took leave of the Imperial

army, and retreated with your old companion

Fathom. Long life to that original genius !
11

he is not unhappily eclipsed by some unfortunate

interposition, before his terrene parts are punned,

I foresee that he will shine a star of the first magni-

tude in the world of adventure."
t

At mention of this detested name, Renaldo s

heart began to throb with indignation ;
yet he

suppressed the emotion, and desired to know the

meaning of that splendid encomium which he had

bestowed upon his confederate. "It would be
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quite unnecessary," replied Ratchkali, " for a man
in my present situation to equivocate or disguise
the truth. The nature of my disgrace is perfectly
well known. I am condemned to hard labour for
life; and unless some lucky accident, -which I
cannot now foresee, shall intervene, all I can expect
is some alleviation of my hard lot from the gene-
rosity of such gentlemen as you, who compassionate
the sufferings of your fellow-creatures. In order
to engage your benevolence the more in my behalf,
I shall, if you will give me the hearing, faithfully
inform you of some particulars, which it may im-
port you to know, concerning my old acquaintance
Ferdinand Count Fathom, whose real character
hath perhaps hitherto escaped your notice."
Then he proceeded to give a regular detail of

all the strokes of finesse which he, in conjunction
with our adventurer, had practised upon Melvil
and others, during their residence at Vienna, and
the campaigns they had made upon the Rhine.
He explained the nature of the robbery which was
supposed to have been done by the Count's valet,
together with the manner of their desertion. He
described his separation from Fathom, their meeting
at London, the traffic they carried on in copartner-
ship; and the misfortune that reduced Ferdinand
to the condition in which he was found by Melvil.

" After having gratified the honest lawyer," said
he, " with a share of the unfortunate Fathom's
spoils, and packed up all my own valuable effects,
my new auxiliary Maurice and I posted to Har-
wich, embarked in the packet-boat, and next day
arrived at Helvoetsluys ; from thence we repaired
to the Hague, in order to mingle in the gaities of
the place, and exercise our talents at play, which
is there cultivated with universal eagerness. But,
chancing to meet with an old acquaintance, whom
I did not at all desire to see, I found it convenient
to withdraw softly to Rotterdam

; from whence we
set out for Antwerp ; and having made a tour of
the Austrian Netherlands, set up our rest at
rVassels, and concerted a plan for laying the
Flemings under contribution.
"From our appearance we procured admission

into the most polite assemblies, and succeeded to a
wonder in all our operations ; until our career was
unfortunately checked by the indiscretion of my
ally, who, being detected in the very act of con-
veying a card, was immediately introduced to a
magistrate. And this minister of justice was so
curious, inquisitive, and clear-sighted, that Count
Maurice, finding it impossible to elude his penetra-
tion, was fain to stipulate for his own safety, by
giving up his friend to the cognizance of the law.
I was accordingly apprehended, before I knew the
cause of my arrest ; and being unhappily known
by some soldiers of the Prince's guard, my character
turned out so little to the approbation of the in-
quisitors, that all my effects were confiscated for
the benefit of the state, and I was by a formal
sentence condemned to labour on the fortifications
all the days of my life ; while Maurice escaped at the
expense of five hundred stripes, which he receivedm public from the hands of the common executioner.

" Thus have I, without evasion or mental reser-
vation, given a faithful account of the steps by
which I have arrived at this barrier, which is likely
to be the ne plus ultra of my peregrinations, unless
the generous Count de Melvil will deign to inter-
pose his interest in behalf of an old fellow-soldier
who may yet live to justify his mediation."
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Renaldo had no reason to doubt the truth of this
story, every circumstance of which tended to cor-
roborate the intelligence he had already received
touching the character of Fathom, whom he now
considered with a double portion of abhorrence, as
the most abandoned miscreant that nature had ever
produced. Though Ratchkali did not possess a
much higher place in his opinion, he favoured him
with marks of his bounty, and exhorted him, if
possible, to reform his heart ; but he would by no
means promise to interpose his credit in favour of
a wretch self-convicted of such enormous villany
and fraud. He could not help moralizing upon this
rencounter, which inspired him with great con-
tempt for human nature. And next day he pro-
ceeded on his journey with a heavy heart, rumi-
nating on the perfidy of mankind, and, between
whiles, transported with the prospect of revenging
all his calamities upon the accursed author.

While he was wrapped up in these reveries, his
carriage rolled along, and had already entered a
wood between Mons and Tournay, when his dream
was suddenly interrupted by the explosion of
several pistols that were fired among the thickets at
a little distance from the road. Roused at this
alarm, he snatched his sword that stood by him,
and springing from the chaise, ran directly towards
the spot, being close followed by his valet, who had
alighted and armed himself with a pistol in each
hand. About forty yards from the highway, they
arrived in a little glade or opening, where they saw
a single man standing at bay against five banditti,
after having lolled one of their companions, and
lost his own horse, that lay dead upon the
ground.

Melvil seeing this odds, and immediately guess-
ing their design, rushed among them without he-
sitation, and in an instant ran his sword through
the heart of one whose hand was raised to smite
the gentleman behind, while he was engaged with
the rest in front. At the same time the valet
disabled another by a shot in the shoulder; so
that the number being now equal on both sides,
a furious combat ensued, every man being paired
with an antagonist, and each having recourse to
swords, as all their pieces had been discharged.
Kenaldo's adversary, finding himself pressed with
equal fury and skill, retreated gradually among
the trees, until he vanished altogether into the
thickest of the wood; and his two companions
followed his example with great ease, the valet-de-
chambre being hurt in the leg, and the stranger so
much exhausted by the wounds he had received
before Renaldo's interposition, that, when the
young gentleman approached to congratulate him
on the defeat of the robbers, he, in advancing to
embrace his deliverer, dropped down motionless on
the grass.

The Count, with that warmth of sympathy and
benevolence which was natural to his heart, lifted
up the wounded cavalier in his arms, and carried
him to the chaise, in which he was deposited, while
the valet-de-chambre reloaded his pistols, and pre-
pared for a second attack, as they did not doubt
that the banditti would return with a reinforce-
ment. However, before they re-appeared, Renaldo's
driver disengaged him from the wood, and in less
than a quarter of an hour thev arrived at a villa °-e
where they halted for assistance to the srrano-er'
who, though still alive, had not recovered the use
of his senses.
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After be was undressed, and laid in a warm bed,

a surgeon examined his body, and found a wound
in his neck by a sword, and another in his right

side, occasioned by a pistol shot ; so that his pro-

gnostic was very dubious. Meanwhile, he applied

proper dressings to both ; and, in half an hour after

this administration, the gentleman gave some tokens

of perception. He looked around him with a wild-

ness of fury in his aspect, as if he had thought him-
self in the hands of the robbers by whom he had
been attacked. But, when he saw the assiduity

with which the bystanders exerted themselves in

his behalf, one raising his head from the pillow,

while another exhorted him to swallow a little wine
which was warmed for the purpose ; when he be-

held the sympathizing looks of all present, and
heard himself accosted in the most cordial terms

by the person whom he recollected as his deliverer,

all the severity vanished from his countenance ; he
took Renaldo's hand, and pressed it to his lips

:

and, while the tears gushed from his eyes, " Praised

be God," said he, " that virtue and generosity are

still to be found among the sons of men."
Every body in the apartment was affected by

this exclamation ; and Melvil, above all the rest,

felt such emotions as he could scarcely restrain.

He entreated the gentleman to believe himself in

the midst of such friends as would effectually

secure him from all violence and mortification ; he
conjured him to compose the perturbation of his

spirits, and quiet the apprehensions of his mind
with that reflection ; and protested, that he himself

would not quit the house while his attendance

should be deemed necessary for the stranger's cure,

or his conversation conducive to his amusement.
These assurances, considered with the heroic

part which the young Hungarian had already acted

in his behalf, inspired the cavalier with such a
sublime idea of Melvil, that he gazed upon him
with silent astonishment, as an angel sent from
heaven for his succour

; and, in the transport of

his gratitude, could not help exclaiming, " Sure
Providence hath still something in reserve for this

unfortunate wretch, in whose favour such a miracle

of courage and generosity hath interposed
!"

Being accommodated with proper care and
attendance, his constitution in a little time over-

came the fever ; and, at the third dressing, the sur-

geon declared him out of all danger from his

wounds. Then was Renaldo indulged with oppor-

tunities of conversing with the patient, and of in-

quiring into the particulars of his fortune and
designs in life, with a view to manifest the inclina-

tion he felt to serve him in his future occasions.

The more this stranger contemplated the cha-

racter of the Count, the more his amazement
increased, on account of his extraordinary bene-

volence in favour of a person whose merit he could

not possibly know ; he even expressed his surprise

on this subject to Renaldo, who at length told him,

that, although his best offices should always be
ready for the occasions of any gentleman in dis-

tress, his particular attachment and regard to him
was improved by an additional consideration. " I

am no stranger," said he, " to the virtues and
honour of the gallant Don Diego de Zelos."

" Heaven and earth !" cried the stranger, start-

ing from his seat with extreme emotion, "do I then
live to hear myself addressed by that long lost

appellation ! my heart glows at the expression ! my
spirits are kindled with a flame that thrills through

every nerve ! Say, young gentleman, if you are

really an inhabitant of earth, by what means are

you acquainted with the unhappy name of Zelos ?"

In answer to this eager interrogation, Renaldo
gave him to understand, that in the course of his

travels, he had resided a short time at Seville, where
he had frequently seen Don Diego, and often heard

his character mentioned with uncommon esteem and
veneration. " Alas

!

" replied the Castilian, " that

justice is no longer done to the wretched Zelos

;

his honours are blasted, and his reputation canker-

bitten by the venomous tooth of slander."

He then proceeded to unfold his misfortunes, as

they have already been explained in the former part

of these memoirs ; at the recapitulation of which,

the heart of Melvil, being intendered by his own
calamities, was so deeply affected, that he re-echoed

the groans of Don Diego, and wept over his suf-

ferings with the most filial sympathy. When he

repeated the story of that cruel fraud which was
practised upon him by the faithless Fadini, Melvil,

whose mind and imagination teemed with the

villanies of Fathom, was immediately struck with

the conjecture of his being the knave ; because,

indeed, he could not believe that any other person

was so abandoned by principle and humanity as to

take such a barbarous advantage of a gentleman in

distress.

CHAPTER LXn.
His return to England, and Midnight Pilgrimage to Moni-

mia's Tomb.

He considered the date of that unparalleled trans-

action, which agreed with his conjecture, and from
the inquiries he made concerning the person of the

traitor, gathered reasons sufficient to confirm his

supposition. Thus certified, " That is the villain,"

cried the Count, " whose infernal arts have over-

whelmed me with such misery as heaven itself hath

made no remedy to dispel ! To revenge my wrongs
on that perfidious miscreant, is one of the chief

reasons for which I deign to drag about an hateful

being. O Don Diego! what is life, when all its

enjoyments are so easily poisoned by the machina-

tions of such a worm !" So saying, he smote his

breast in all the agony of woe, and besought the

Spaniard to relate the steps he took in consequence

of this disaster.

The Castilian's cheeks reddened at this infor-

mation, which enforced his own resentment, and

casting up his eyes to Heaven, " Sacred powers !"

cried he, " let him not perish, before you bring him
within my reach. You ask me, noble cavalier,

what measures I took in this abyss of misery ? For

the first day, I was tortured with apprehensions for

the friendly Fadini, fearing that he had been rob-

bed and murdered for the jewels which he had,

perhaps, too unwarily exposed to sale. But this

terror soon vanished before the true presages of

my fate, when, on the morrow, I found the whole

family in tears and confusion, and heard my land-

lord pour forth the most bitter imprecations against

the fugitive who had deflowered his daughter, and

even robbed the house. You will ask, which of the

passions of my heart were interested on this occa-

sion ? they were shame and indignation. All my
grief flowed in another channel ; I blushed to find

my judgment deceived ; I scorned to complain

;

but, in my heart, denounced vengeance against my
base betrayer. I silently retired to my apartment,

in order to commune with my own thouyhts.
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I had borne greater calamities without being driven
to despair; I summoned all my fortitude to my
assistance, and resolved to live in spite of affliction.

Thus determined, I betook myself to the house of
a general officer, w hose character was fair in the
world ; and having obtained admission in con-
sequence of my oriental appearance, " To a man
of honour," said I, " the unfortunate need no in-

troduction. My habit proclaims me a Persian

;

this passport from the States of Holland will con-
firm that supposition. I have been robbed of jewels
to a considerable value, by a wretch whom I fa-

voured with my confidence ; and now, reduced to

extreme indigence, I come to offer myself as a sol-

dier in the armies of France. I have health and
strength sufficient to discharge that duty. Nor am
I unacquainted with a military life, which was once
my glory and occupation. I therefore sue for your
protection, that I may be received, though in the
lowest order of them that serve the king ; and that

your future favour may depend upon my behaviour
in that capacity."

The general, surprised at my declaration, sur-

veyed me with uncommon attention ; he perused
my certificate ; asked divers questions concerning
the art of war, to which I returned such answers as
convinced him that I was not wholly ignorant in

that particular. In short, I was enlisted as a vo-
lunteer in his own regiment, and soon after pro-
moted to the rank of a subaltern, and the office of
equerry to his own son, who, at that time, had
attained to the degree of colonel, though his age
did not exceed eighteen years.

This young man was naturally of a ferocious
disposition, which had been rendered quite untrac-
table by the pride of birth and fortune, together
with the license of his education. As he did not
know the respect due to a gentleman, so he could
not possibly pay it to those who were, unfortunately,
under his command. Divers mortifications I sus-
tained with that fortitude which became a Castilian

v/L> lay under obligations to the father; till, at

length, laying aside all decorum, he smote me.
Sacred Heaven ! he smote Don Diego de Zelos, in

presence of his whole household.
Had my sword been endowed with sensation, it

would of itself have started from the scabbard at

this indignity offered to its master. I unsheathed
it without deliberation, saying, " Know, insolent
boy, he is a gentleman whom thou hast outraged

;

and thou hast thus cancelled the ties which have
hitherto restrained my indignation." His servants
would have interposed, but he commanded them to
retire

; and, flushed with that confidence which the
impetuosity of his temper inspired, he drew, in his
turn, and attacked me with redoubled rage ; but
his dexterity being very unequal to his courage, he
was soon disarmed, and overthrown

;
when, point-

ing my sword to his breast, " In consideration of
thy youth and ignorance," said I, " I spare that
life which thou hast forfeited by thy ungenerous
presumption."
With these words, I put up my weapon, retired

through the midst of his domestics, who, seeing
their master safe, did not think proper to oppose
my passage, and, mounting my horse, in less than
two hours entered the Austrian dominions, resolv-
ing to proceed as far as Holland, that I might em-
bark in the first ship for Spain, in order to wash away,
with my own blood, or that of my enemies, the cruel
stain which hath so long defiled my reputation.

This was the grievance that still corroded my
heart, and rendered ineffectual the inhuman sacri-

fice I had made to my injured honour. This was
the consideration that incessantly prompted, and
still importunes me to run every risk of life and
fortune, rather than leave my fame under such an
ignominious aspersion. I purpose to obey this in-

ternal call. I am apt to believe it is the voice of
Heaven—of that Providence which manifested its

care by sending such a generous auxiliary to my
aid, when I was overpowered by banditti, on the
very first day of my expedition."

Having in this manner gratified the curiosity of
his deliverer, he expressed a desire of knowing the
quality of him to whom he was so signally obliged

;

and Kenaldo did not scruple to make the Castilian

acquainted with his name and family. He like-

wise communicated the story of his unfortunate
love, with all the symptoms of unutterable woe,
which drew tears from the noble-hearted Spaniard,
while, with a groan, that announced the load which
overwhelmed his soul, " I had a daughter," said
he, " such as you describe the peerless Monimia

;

had heaven decreed her for the arms of such a
lover, I, who am now the most wretched, should
have been the most happy parent upon earth."
Thus did these new friends alternately indulge

their mutual sorrow, and concert measures for their
future operations. Melvil earnestly solicited the
Castilian to favour him with his company to Eng-
land, where, in all probability, both would enjoy
the gloomy satisfaction of being revenged upon
their common betrayer, Fathom

; and, as a farther
inducement, he assured him, that, as soon as he
should have accomplished the melancholy purposes
of his voyage, he would accompany Don Diego to

Spain, and employ his whole interest and fortune
in his service. The Spaniard, thunderstruck at
the extravagant generosity of this proposal, could
scarce believe the evidence of his own senses

; and,
after some pause, replied, " My duty would teach
me to obey any command you should think proper
to impose ; but here my inclination and interest are
so agreeably flattered, that I should be equally
ungrateful and unwise, in pretending to comply
with reluctance."

This point being settled, they moved forwards to

Mons, as soon as Don Diego was in a condition to
bear the shock of such a removal, and there re-
maining until his wounds were perfectly cured, they
hired a post-chaise for Osteud, embarked in a vessel
at that port, reached the opposite shore of England,
after a short and easy passage, and arrived in Lon-
don without having met with any sinister accident
on the road.

As they approached this capital, Renaldo's grief
seemed to regurgitate with redoubled violence. His
memory was waked to the most minute and painful
exertion of its faculties ; his imagination teemed
with the most afflicting images, and his impatience
became so ardent, that never lover panted more
eagerly for the consummation of his wishes, than
Melvil, for an opportunity of stretching himself upon
the grave of the lost Monimia. The Castilian was
astonished, as well as affected, at the poignancy of
his grief, which, as a proof of his susceptibility and
virtue, endeared him still more to his affection

;

and though his own misfortunes had rendered him
very unfit for the office of a comforter, he endea-
voured, by soothing discourse, to moderate the
excess of his friend s affliction.
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Though it was dark when they alighted at the

inn, Melvil ordered a coach to he called ; and heing

attended by the Spaniard, who would not he per-

suaded to quit him upon such an occasion, he re-

paired to the house of the generous Jew, whose

rheum distilled very plentifully at his approach.

The Count had already acquitted himself in point

of pecuniary obligations to this benevolent Hebrew j

and now, after having made such acknowledgments

as might be expected from a youth of his disposi-

tion, he begged to know by what channel he had

received that letter which he had been so kind as to

forward to Vienna.

Joshua, who was ignorant of the contents of that

epistle, and saw the young gentleman extremely

moved, would have eluded his inquiry, by pretend-

ing he had forgot the circumstance ; but when he

understood the nature of the case, which was not

explained without the manifestation of the utmost

inquietude, he heartily condoled the desponding

lover, telling him he had in vain employed all his

intelligence about that unfortunate beauty, in con-

sequence of Melvil's letter to him on that subject

;

and then directed him to the house of that phy-

sician, who had brought the fatal billet which had

made him miserable.

No sooner did he receive this information than

he took his leave abruptly, with promise of return-

ing next day. and hied him to the lodgings of that

gentleman, whom he was lucky enough to find at

home. Being favoured with a private audience,

" When I tell you," said he, "that my name is Re-

naldo Count de Melvil, you will know me to be the

most unfortunate of men. By that letter, which

you committed to the charge of my worthy friend

Joshua, the fatal veil was removed from my eyes,

which had been so long darkened by the artifices of

incredible deceit, and my own incurable misery

fully presented to my view. If you were acquainted

with the unhappy fair, who hath fallen a victim to

my mistake, you will have some idea of the insuf-

ferable pangs which I now feel in recollecting her

fate. If you have compassion for these pangs, you

will not refuse to conduct me to the spot where the

dear remains of Monirnia are deposited ; there let

me enjoy a full banquet of woe ; there let me feast

that worm of sorrow that preys upon my heart.

For such entertainment have I revisited this (to me)
ill-omened isle ; for this satisfaction I intrude upon

your condescension at these unseasonable hours

;

ibr to such a degree of impatience is my affliction

whetted, that no slumber shall assail mine eyelids,

no peace reside within my bosom, until I shall have

adored that earthy shrine where my Monirnia lies!

Yet would I know the circumstances of her fate.

Did heaven ordain no angel to minister to her

distress ? were her last moments comfortless ? ha !

was not she abandoned to indigence, to insults ; left

in the power of that inhuman villain who betrayed

us both ? Sacred heaven '. why did Providence

wink at the triumph of such consummate perfidy?"

The physician having listened with complacency

to this effusion, replied, " It is my profession, it is

my nature to sympathize with the afflicted. I am
a judge ofyour feelings, because I know the value of

your loss. I attended the incomparable Monirnia in

her last illness, and am well enough acquainted with

her story to conclude that she fell a sacrifice to an

unhappy misunderstanding, effected and fomented

by that traitor who abused your mutual confidence."

lie then proceeded to inform him of all the par-

ticulars which we have already recorded, touching

the destiny of the beauteous orphan, and concluded

with telling him he was ready to yield him any other

satisfaction which it was in his power to grant.

The circumstances of the tale had put Renaldo's

spirits into such commotion, that he could utter

nothing but interjections and unconnected words.

When Fathom's behaviour was described, he

trembled with fierce agitation, started from his

chair, pronouncing, "Monster! fiend! but we shall

one day meet."

When he was made acquainted with the benevo-

lence of the French lady, he exclaimed, " O heaven-

born charity and compassion ! sure that must be

some spirit of grace sent hither to mitigate the

tortures of life ! where shall I find her, to offer up

my thanks and adoration ?" Having heard the con-

clusion of the detail, he embraced the relater, as the

kind benefactor of Monirnia, shed a flood of tears

in his bosom, and pressed him to crown the obliga-

tion, by conducting him to the solitary place where

now she rested from all her cares.

The gentleman perceiving the transports of his

grief were such as could not be opposed, complied

with his request, attended him in the vehicle, and

directed the coachman to drive to a sequestered

field, at some distance from the city, where stood

the church, within whose awful aisle this scene was

to be acted. The sexton being summoned from

his bed, produced the keys, in consequence of a

gratification, after the physician had communed
with him apart, and explained the intention of

Renaldo's visit.

During this pause the soul of Melvil was wound
up to the highest pitch of enthusiastic sorrow. The
uncommon darkness of the night, the solemn silence,

and lonely situation of the place, conspired with the

occasion of his coming, and the dismal images of

his fancy, to produce a real rapture of gloomy ex-

pectation, which the whole world would not have

persuaded him to disappoint. The clock struck

twelve, the owl screeched from the ruined battle-

ment, the door was opened by the sexton, who, by

the light of a glimmering taper, conducted the

despairing lover to a dreary aisle, and stamped

upon the ground with his foot, saying, " Here the

young lady lies interred."

Melvil no sooner received this intimation, than

falling on his knees, and pressing his lips to the

hallowed earth, "Peace," cried he, "to the gentle

tenant of this silent habitation." Then turning to

the bystanders, with a bloodshot eye, said, " Leave

me to the full enjoyment of this occasion ;
my

grief is too delicate to admit the company even of

my friends. The rites to be performed reqiiire

privacy: adieu, then, here must I pass the night

alone."

The doctor, alarmed at this declaration, which he

was afraid imported some resolution fatal to his

own life, began to repent of having been accessory

to the visit, attempted to dissuade him Irom his

purpose, and finding him obstinately determined,

called in the assistance of the sexton and coach-

man, and solicited the aid of Don Diego, to force

Renaldo from the execution of his design.

The Castilian knowing his friend was then very

unfit for common altercation, interposed in the dis-

pute, saying, " You need not be afraid that he will

obey the dictates of despair; his religion, his honour

will baffle such temptations ; he hath promised to

reserve his life for the occasions of his friend ;
and
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he 6hall not be disappointed in his present aim."
In order to corroborate this peremptory address,
which was delivered in the French language, he
unsheathed his sword, and the others retreating at
sight of his weapon, "Count," said he, "enjoy your
grief in full transport ; I will screen you from in-
terruption, though at the hazard of my life ; and
while you give a loose to sorrow, within the ghastly
vault, I will watch till morning in the porch, and
meditate upon the ruin of my own family and
peace."

He accordingly prevailed upon the physician to
retire, after he had satisfied the sexton, and ordered
the coachman to return by break of day.

Kenaldo, thus left alone, prostrated himself upon
the grave, and poured forth such lamentations as
would have drawn tears from the most savage
hearer. He called aloud upon Monimia's name,
" Are these the nuptial joys to which our fate hath
doomed us ? Is this the fruit of those endearing
hopes, that intercourse divine, that raptured admira-
tion, in which so many hours insensibly elapsed ?
where now are those attractions to which I yielded
up my captive heart? quenched are those genial
eyes thai gladdened each beholder, and shone the
planets of my happiness and peace ! cold ! cold and
withered are those lips that swelled with love, and
far oufblushed the damask rose! and ah! for ever
silenced is that tongue, whose eloquence had power
to lull the pangs of misery and care! no more shall
my attention be ravished with the music of that
voice, which used to thrill in soft vibrations to my
soul

!
O sainted spirit ! 0 unspotted shade of her

whom I adored ; of her whose memory I'shall still
revere with ever-bleeding sorrow and regret; of
her whose image will be the last idea that forsakes
this hapless bosom ! now art thou conscious of my
integrity and love; now dost thou behold the
anguish that I feel. If the pure essence of thy
nature will permit, wilt thou, ah ! wilt thou indulge
this wretched youth with some kind signal of thy
notice, with some token of thy approbatiou ? wilt
thou assume a medium of embodied air, in semblance
of that lovely form which now lies mouldering in
this dreary tomb, and speak the words of peace to
my distempered soul ! Return, Monimia, appear,
though but for one short moment, to my longing
eyes

!
vouchsafe one smile ! Eenaldo will be satis^

fied
; Renaldo's heart will be at rest; his grief no

more will overflow its banks, but glide with equal
current to his latest hour! Alas! these are the
raving of my delirious sorrow! Monimia hears
not my complaints; her soul, sublimed far, far
above all sublunary cares, enjoys that felicity of
which she was debarred on earth. In vain I stretch
these eyes, environed with darkness undistinguish-
mg and void. No object meets my view ; no sound
salutes mine ear, except the noisy wind that whistles
through these vaulted caves of death."

_

In this kind of exclamation did Eenaldo pass the
night, not without a certain species of woeful en-
joyment, which the soul is often able to conjure up
from the depths of distress

; insomuch, that when
the morning intruded on his privacy, he could
scarce believe it was the light of day, so last had
fleeted the minutes of his devotion.

His heart being thus disburdened, and his im-
patience gratified, he became so calm and composed
that Don Diego was equally pleased and astonished
at the air of serenity with which he came forth,
and embraced him with warm acknowledgments of
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his goodness and attachment. He frankly owned,
that his mind was now more at ease than he had
ever found it, since he first received the fatal inti-
mation of his loss ; that a few such feasts would
entirely moderate the keen appetite of his sorrow
which he would afterwards feed with less precipi-
tation.

1

He also imparted to the Castilian the plan of a
monument, which he had designed for the incom-
parable Monimia ; and Don Diego was so much
struck with the description, that he solicited his
advice m projecting another, of a different nature,
to be erected to the memory of his own ill-fated
wife and daughter, should he ever be able to re-
establish himself in Spain.

CHAPTEE LXIH.
He renews the Rites of Sorrow, and is Entranced.

While they amused themselves with this sort of
conversation, the physician returned with the coach,
and accompanied them back to their inn, where he
left them to their repose, after having promised to
call again at noon, and conduct Eenaldo to the
house of Madam Clement, the benefactress of Mo-
nimia, to whom he eagerly desired to be introduced.
The appointment was observed with all imagi-

nable punctuality on both sides. Melvil had arrayed
himself in a suit of deep mourning, and he found
the good lady in the like habit, assumed upon the
same occasion. The goodness of her heart was
manifest in her countenance ; the sensibility of the
youth discovered itself in a flood of tears, which he
shed at her appearance. His sensations were too
full for utterance

, nor was she, for some time, able
to give him welcome. While she led him by the
hand to a seat, the drops of sympathy rushed into
either eye

; and at length she broke silence, saying
"Count, we must acquiesce in the dispensations of
Providence

; and quiet the transports of our grief,
with a full assurance that Monimia is happy.

This name was the key that unlocked the faculty
of his speech. " I must strive," said he, "to ease
the anguish of my heart with that consolation,
-out say, humane, benevolent lady, to whose com-
passion and generosity that hapless orphan was in-
debted for the last peaceful moment she enjoyed
upon earth

; say, in all your acquaintance with
human nature, in all your intercourse with the
daughters of men, in all the exercise of your
charity and beneficence, did you ever observe such
sweetness, purity, and truth ; such beauty, sense
and perfection, as that which was the inheritance
of her whose fate I shall for ever deplore ?" " She
was, indeed," replied the lady, " the best and fairest
ot our sex."

This was the beginning of a conversation touch-
ing that lovely victim, in the course of which he
explained those wicked arts which Fathom practised
to alienate his affections from the adorable Monimia-
and she described the cunning hints and false in-
sinuations by which that traitor had aspersed the
unsuspecting lover, and soiled his character in the
opinion of the virtuous orphan. The intelligence
he obtained on this occasion added indignation to
his grief. The whole mystery of Monimia's be-
haviour, which he could not before explain, now
stood disclosed before him. He saw the gradual
progress of that infernal plan which had been laid
for their mutual ruin

; and his soul was inflamed
with such desire of vengeance, that he would have
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taken his leave abruptly, in order to set on foot an 1

immediate inquiry about the perfidious author of
]

his wrongs, that he might exterminate such a i

monster of iniquity from the face of the earth. 1

But he was restrained by Madam Clement, who •

gave him to understand, that Fathom was already '

overtaken by the vengeance of Heaven; for she i

had traced him in all the course of his fortune, !

from his first appearance in the medical sphere to

his total eclipse. She represented the villain as a '

wretch altogether unworthy of his attention. She i

said, he was so covered with infamy, that no person

could enter the lists against him, without bearing :

away some stain of dishonour ; that he was, at pre- :

sent, peculiarly protected by the law, and sheltered

from the resentment of Renaldo, in the cavern of

his disgrace.

Melvil, glowing with rage, replied, that he was a

venomous serpent, which it was incumbent on every

foot to crush ; that it was the duty of every man to

contribute his whole power in freeing society from

such a pernicious hypocrite ; and that, if such in-

stances of perfidy and ingratitude were suffered to

pass with impunity, virtue and plain dealing would

soon be expelled from the habitations of men.
" Over and above these motives," said he, " I own
myself so vitiated with the alloy of human passion

and infirmity, that I desire— I eagerly pant for an

occasion of meeting him hand to hand, where I

may upbraid him with his treachery, and shower

down vengeance and destruction on his perfidious

head."
Then he recounted the anecdotes of our adven-

turer which he had learned in Germany and

Flanders, and concluded with declaring his unalter-

able resolution of releasing him from gaol, that he

might have an opportunity of sacrificing him, with

his own hand, to the manes of Monimia. The dis-

creet lady, perceiving the perturbation of his mind,

would not further combat the impetuosity of his pas-

sion ;
contenting herself with exacting a promise,

that he would not execute his purpose, uutilhe should

have deliberated three days upon the consequences

by which a step of that kind might be attended.

Before the expiration of that term, she thought

measures might be taken to prevent the young

gentleman from exposing his life or reputation to

unnecessary hazard.

Having complied with her request in this par-

ticular, he took his leave, after he had, by repeated

entreaties, prevailed upon her to accept a jewel, in

token of his veneration for the kind benefactress of

his deceased Monimia ; nor could his generous heart

be satisfied, until he had forced a considerable pre-

sent on the humane physician who had attended

her in her last moments, and now discovered a

particular sympathy and concern for her despond-

ing lover. "This gentleman attended him to the

house of the benevolent Joshua, where they dined,

and where Don Diego was recommended, in the most

fervid terms of friendship, to the good offices of

their host. Not that this duty was performed in

presence of the stranger—Renaldo's delicacy would

not expose his friend to such a situation. While

the physician, before dinner, entertained that

stranger in one apartment, Melvil withdrew into

another, with the Jew, to whom he disclosed the

affair of the Castilian, with certain circumstances,

which shall, in due time, be revealed.

Joshua's curiosity being whetted by this infor-

mation, he could not help eyeing the Spaniard at

table with such a particular stare, that Don Diego

perceived his attention, and took umbrage at the

freedom of his regard. Being unable to conceal

his displeasure, he addressed himself to the Hebrew,

with great solemnity, in the Spanish tongue, saying,

" Signior, is there any singularity in my appearance ?

or, do you recollect the features of Don Diego de

Zelos ?"

" Signior Don Diego," replied the other in pure

Castilian, " I crave your pardon for the rudeness of

my curiosity, which prompted me to survey a no-

bleman, whose character I revere, and to whose mis-

fortunes I am no stranger. Indeed, were curiosity-

alone concerned, I should be without excuse ; but

as I am heartily inclined to serve you, as far as

my weak abilities extend, I hope your generosity

will not impute any little involuntary trespass of

punctilio to my want of cordiality or esteem."

The Spaniard was not only appeased by this

apology, but also affected with the compliment, and

the language in which it was conveyed. He
thanked the Jew for his kind declaration, entreated

him to bear with the peevishness of a disposition

sore with the galling hand of affliction ; and, turn-

ing up his eyes to Heaven, "Were it possible,"

cried he, " for fate to reconcile contradictions, and

recall the irremediable current of events, I would

now believe that there was happiness still in reserve

for the forlorn Zelos, now that I tread the land of

freedom and humanity, now that I find myself be-

friended by the most generous of men. Alas ! I

ask not happiness ! If, by the kind endeavours of

the gallant Count de Melvil, to whom I am already

indebted for my life, and by the efforts of his

friends, the honour of my name shall be purified

and cleared from the poisonous stains of malice

by which it is at present spotted, I shall then enjoy

all that satisfaction which destiny can bestow upon

a wretch whose woes are incurable."

Renaldo comforted him with the assurance of his

being on the eve of triumphing over his adversa-

ries ; and Joshua confirmed the consolation, by

giving him to understand, that he had correspond-

ents in Spain of some influence in the state ;
that

he had already written to them on the subject of

Don Diego, in consequence of a letter which he

had received from Melvil while he tarried at Mons,

and that he, every post, expected a favourable

answer on that subject.

After dinner, the physician took his leave,

though not before he had promised to meet Re-

naldo at night, and accompany him in the repetition

of his midnight visit to Monimia's tomb ; for this

pilgrimage the unfortunate youth resolved nightly

to perform during the whole time of his residence

in England. It was, indeed, a sort of pleasure, the

prospect of which enabled him to bear the toil of

living through the day, though his patience was

almost quite exhausted before the hour of assigna-

tion arrived.
' When the doctor appeared with the coach, he

leaped into it with great eagerness, after he had,

. with much difficulty, prevailed with Don Diego to

i stay at home, on account of his health, which was

1 not yet perfectly established. The Castilian, how-

> ever, would not comply with his request, until lie

had obtained the Count's promise, that he should

, be permitted to accompany him next night, and

take that dutv alternately with the physician.

About midnight, they reached the place, where

t they found the sexton in waiting, according to the
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orders he had received. The door was opened,
the mourner conducted to the tomb, and left, as
before, to the gloom of his own meditations. Again
he laid himself on the cold ground

; again he re-

newed his lamentable strain ; his imagination began
to be heated into an ecstasy of enthusiasm, during
which he again fervently invoked the spirit of his
deceased Monimia.

In the midst of these invocations, his ear was
suddenly invaded with the sound of some few
solemn notes issuing from the organ, which seemed
to feel the impulse of an invisible hand.
At this awful salutation, Melvil was roused to

the keenest sense of surprise and attention. Reason
shrunk before the thronging ideas of his fancy,
which represented this music as the prelude to
something strange and supernatural

; and, while
he waited for the sequel, the place was suddenly
illuminated, and each surrounding object brought
under the cognizance of his eye.

What passed within his mind on this occasion is

not easy to be described. All his faculties were
swallowed up by those of seeing and of hearing.
He had mechanically raised himselfupon one knee,
with his body advancing forwards ; and in this at-
titude he gazed with a look through which his soul
seemed eager to escape. To his view, thus strained
vpon vacant space, in a few minutes appeared the
figure of a woman arrayed in white, with a veil
that covered her face, and flowed down upon her
back and shoulders. The phantom approached
him with an easy step, and, lifting up her veil,

discovered ^believe it, O reader!) the individual
countenance of Monimia.
At sight of these well-known features, seemingly

improved with new celestial graces, the youth be-
came a statue, expressing amazement, love, and
awful adoration. He saw the apparition smile with
meek benevolence, divine compassion, warmed and
intendered by that fond pure flame which death
could not extinguish. He heard the voice of his
Monimia call Renaldo ! Thrice he essayed to
answer ; as oft his tongue denied its office. His
hair stood upright, and a cold vapour seemed to
thrill through every nerve. This was not fear,
but the infirmity of human nature, oppressed by
the presence of a superior being.
At length his agony was overcome. He recol-

lected all his resolution, and, in a strain of awe-
struck rapture, thus addressed the heavenly visitant.
" Hast thou then heard, pure spirit ! the wailings of
my grief ? hast thou descended from the realms of
bliss, in pity to my woe ? and art thou come to
speak the words of peace to my desponding soul ?

To bid the wretched smile, to lift the load of misery
and care from the afflicted breast; to fill thy
lover's heart with joy and pleasing hope, was still

the darling task ofmy Monimia, ere yet refined to
that perfection which mortality can never attain.
No wonder then, blessed shade, that now, when re-
united to thy native Heaven, thou art still kind, pro-
pitious, and beneficent to us, who groan in this
inhospitable vale of sorrow thou hast left. Tell
me, ah! tell me, dost thou still remember those
fond hours we passed together? Doth that en-
lightened bosom feel a pang of soft regret, when
thou recallest our fatal separation? Sure that
meekened glance bespeaks thy sympathy ! Ah

!

how that tender look o'erpowers me ! Sacred
Heaven ! the pearly drops of pity trickle down th v
cheeks ! Such are the tears that angels shed o'er

man's distress !—Turn not away—Thou beckonest
me to follow. Yes, I will follow thee, ethereal
spirit, as far as these weak limbs, encumbered with
mortality, will bear my weight; and, would to
Heaven

!
I could, with ease, put off these vile cor-

poreal shackles, and attend thy flight."

So saying, he started from the ground, and, in a
transport of eager expectation, at awful distance,
traced the footsteps of the apparition, which, enter-
ing a detached apartment, sunk down upon a chair,
and with a sigh exclaimed, "Indeed, this is too
much!" What was the disorder of Renaldo's
mind, when he perceived this phenomenon ! Before
reflection could perform its office, moved by a
sudden impulse, he sprung forwards, crying, " If
it be death to touch thee, let me die !" and caught
in his arms, not the shadow, but the warm sub-
stance of the all-accomplished Monimia. " Myste-
rious powers of Providence ! this is no phantom !

this is no shade ! this is the life ! the panting bosom
of her whom I have so long, so bitterly deplored !

I fold her in my arms ! I press her glowing breast
to mine ! I see her blush with virtuous pleasure
and ingenuous love! She smiles upon me with
enchanting tenderness! O let me gaze on that
transcendent beauty, which, the more I view it,

ravishes the more ! These charms are too intense ;'

I sicken while I gaze ! Merciful Heaven ! is not
this a mere illusion of the brain ? Was she not
fled for ever ? Had not the cold hand of death
divorced her from my hope ? This must be some
flattering vision of my distempered fancy ! perhaps
some soothing dream—If such it be, grant, O ye
heavenly powers ! that I may never wake."

" O gentle youth !" replied the beauteous orphan,
still clasped in his embrace, " what joy now fills

the bosom of Monimia, at this triumph of thy virtue
and thy love ? When I see these transports of thy
affection, when I find thee restored to that place in
my esteem and admiration, which thou hadst lost
by the arts of calumny and malice—this is a meet-
ing which my most sanguine hopes durst not pre-
sage !"

So entirely were the faculties of Renaldo
engrossed in the contemplation of his restored
Monimia, that he saw not the rest of the company
who wept with transport over this affecting scene.
He was therefore amazed at the interposition of
Madam Clement, who, while the shower of sympa-
thetic pleasure bedewed her cheeks, congratulated
the lovers upon this happy event, crying, " These
are the joys which virtue calls her own." They
also received the compliments of a reverend clergy-
man, who told Monimia, she had reaped, at last,
the fruits of that pious resignation to the will of
Heaven, which she had so devoutly practised during
the term of her affliction. And, lastly, they were
accosted by the physician, who was not quite so
hackneyed in the ways of death, or so callous to
the finer sensations of the soul, but that he blub-
bered plentifully, while he petitioned Heaven in
behalf of such an accomplished and deserving pair.
Monimia taking Madam Clement by the hand,

" Whatever joy," said she, " Renaldo derives from
this occasion, is owing to the bountv, the com-
passion, and maternal care of this incomparable
lady, together with the kind admonitions and hu-
manity of those two worthy gentlemen."

Melvil, whose passions were still in agitation,
and whose mind could not yet digest the incidents
that occurred, embraced them all by turns

; but,
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like the faithful needle, -which, though shaken for

an instant from its poise, immediately regains its

true direction, and points invariably to the pole,

he soon returned to his Monimia ;
again he held her

in his arms, again he drank enchantment from her

eyes, and thus poured forth the effusions of his

soul.
—" Can I then trust the evidence of sense ?

And art thou really to my wish restored ? Never,

O never did thy beauty shine with such bewitching

grace, as that which now confounds and captivates

my view ! Sure there is something more than

mortal in thy looks !

—
"Where hast thou lived ?—

where borrowed this perfection?—whence art thou

now descended?—Oh! I am all amazement, joy,

and fear!—Thou wilt not leave me!—No! we
must not part again. By this warm kiss! a thousand

times more sweet than all the fragrance of the east

!

we never more will part. O ! this is rapture,

ecstasy, and what no language can explain !"

In the midst of these ejaculations, he ravished a

banquet from her glowing lips, that kindled in his

heart a flame which rushed through every vein,

and glided to his marrow. This was a privilege he

had never claimed before, and now permitted as a

recompense for all the penance he had suffered.

Nevertheless, the cheeks of Monimia, who was

altogether unaccustomed to such familiarities, un-

derwent a total suffusion; and Madam Clement

discreetly relieved her from the anxiety of her

situation^ by interfering in the discourse, and rally-

ing the Count upon his endeavours to monopolize

such a branch of happiness.
" O my dear lady !" replied Renaldo, who by

this time had, in some measure, recovered his

recollection, " forgive the wild transports of a fond

lover, who hath so unexpectedly retrieved the jewel

of his soul ! Yet, far from wishing to hoard up

his treasure, he means to communicate and diffuse

his happiness to all his friends. O my Monimia

!

how will the pleasure of this hour be propagated

!

As yet thou knowest not all the bliss that is reserved

for thy enjoyment !—Meanwhile, I long to learn by

what contrivance this happy interview hath been

effected. Still am I ignorant how I was transported

into this apartment, from the lonely vault in which

I mourned over my supposed misfortune
!"

CHAPTER LXIV.

The Mystery unfolded. Another Recognition, which, it is to

be hoped, the Reader could not foresee.

The French lady then explained the whole mystery

of Monimia's death, as a stratagem she had con-

certed with the clergyman and doctor, in order to

defeat the pernicious designs of Fathom, who
seemed determined to support his.,false pretensions

by dint of perjury and iraud, which they would

have found it very difficult to elude. She observed,

that the physician had actually despaired of Moui-

mia's life, and it was not till after she herself was

made acquainted with the prognostic, that she wrote

the letter to Renaldo, which she committed to the

care of Madam Clement, with an earnest entreaty,

that it should not be sent till after her decease.

But that lady, believing the Count had been cer-

tainly abused by his treacherous confidant, des-

patched the billet without the knowledge of Moni-
mia, whose health was restored by the indefatigable

care of the physician, and the sage exhortations of

the clergyman, by which she was reconciled to

life.—In a word, the villany of Fatliom had in-

spired her with some faint hope that Renaldo might

still be innocent ; and that notion contributed not

a little to her cure.

The letter having so effectually answered their

warmest hopes, in bringing back Renaldo such a

pattern of constancy and love, the confederates, in

consequence of his enthusiastic sorrow, had planned

this meeting, as the most interesting way of re-

storing two virtuous lovers to the arms of each

other ; for which purpose the good clergyman had

pitched upon his own church, and indulged them

with the use of the vestry, in which they now were

presented with a small but elegant collation.

Melvil heard this succinct detail with equal joy

and admiration. He poured forth the dictates of

his gratitude to the preservers of his happiness.

—

" This church," said he, " shall henceforth possess

a double share of my veneration ; this holy man
will, I hope, finish the charitable work he has

begun, by tying those bands of our happiness,

which nought but death shall have power to un-

bind." Then turning to that object which was the

star of his regard, "Do I not over-rate," said he,

" my interest with the fair Monimia ?" She made

no verbal reply; but answered by an emphatic

glance, more eloquent than all the power of rhetoric

and speech. This language, which is universal in

the world of love, he perfectly well understood,

and, in token of that faculty, sealed the assent

which she had smiled, with a kiss imprinted on her

polished forehead.

In order to dissipate these interesting ideas,

which, by being too long indulged, might have

endangered his reason, Madam Clement entreated

him to entertain the company with a detail of what

had happened to him in his last journey to the

empire, and Monimia expressed a desire of know-

ing, in particular, the issue of his contest with

Count Trebasi, who, she knew, had usurped the

succession of his father.

Thus solicited, he could not refuse to gratify

their curiosity and concern. He explained his

obligations to the benevolent Jew ; related the

steps he had taken at Vienna for the recovery of

his inheritance ; informed them of his happy ren-

counter with his father-in-law ; of his sister's

deliverance and marriase ; of the danger into which

his life had been precipitated by the news of Moni-

mia's death ; and, lastly, of his adventure with the

banditti, in favour of a gentleman, who, he after-

wards understood, had been robbed in the most

base and barbarous manner by Fathom. He like-

wise, to the astonishment of all present, and of his

mistress in particular, communicated some circum-

stances, which shall appear in due season.

Monimia's tender frame being quite fatigued

with the scene she had acted, and her mind over-

whelmed with the prosperous tidings she had heard,

after having joined the congratulations of the com-

pany, on the good fortune of her Renaldo, begged

leave to retire, that she might by repose recruit

her exhausted spirits ; and the night being pretty

far spent, she was conducted by her lover to Madam
Clement's coach, that stood in waiting, in which

also the rest of the company made shift to embark,

and were earned to the house of that good lady,

where, after they were invited to dine, and Melvil

entreated to bring Don Diego and the Jew along

with them, they took leave of one another, and

retired to their respective lodgings in a transport

of joy and satisfaction.
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As for Renaldo, his rapture was still mixed with

apprehension, that all he had seen and heard was
no more than an unsubstantial vision, raised by
some gay delirium of a disordered imagination.
While his breast underwent those violent, though
blissful emotions of joy and admiration, his friend
the Castilian spent the night in ruminating over
his own calamities, and in a serious and severe
review of his own conduct. He compared his own
behaviour with that of the young Hungarian, and
found himself so light in the scale, that he smote
his breast with violence, exclaiming in an agonv
of remorse

:

" Count Melvil has reason to grieve ; Don Diego
to despair. His misfortunes flow from the villany
of mankind

; mine are the fruit of my own mad-
ness. He laments the loss of a mistress, who fell
a sacrifice to the perfidious arts of a crafty traitor.
She was beautiful, virtuous, accomplished, and
affectionate

; he was fraught with sensibility and
love. Doubtless his heart must have deeply suf-
fered

; his behaviour denotes the keenness of his
woe

; his eyes are ever-flowing fountains of tears
;

his bosom the habitation of sighs; five hundred
leagues hath he measured in a pilgrimage to her
tomb

;
nightly he visits the dreary vault where she

now lies at rest ; her solitary grave is his couch

;

he converses with darkness and the dead, until each
lonely aisle re-echoes his distress. What would be
his penance, had he my cause ! were he conscious
of having murdered a beloved wife and darling
daughter

!
Ah wretch !—ah cruel homicide !—what

had those dear victims done to merit such a fate ?

Were they not ever gentle and obedient, ever
aiming to give thee satisfaction and delight ? Say,
that Serafina was enamoured of a peasant

; say'
that she had degenerated from the honour of her
race. The inclinations are involuntary; perhaps
that stranger was her equal in pedigree and worth.
Had they been fairly questioned, they might have
justified, at least excused that conduct which ap-
peared so criminal ; or had they owned the offence,
and supplicated pardon—Oh barbarous monster
that I am! was all the husband—was all the father
extinguished in my heart? how shall my own
errors be forgiven, if I refused to pardon the frail-
ties of my own blood—of those who are most dear
to my affection ? Yet nature pleaded strongly in
their behalf!—My heart was bursting while I
dismissed them to the shades of death. I was
maddened with revenge! I was guided by that
savage principle which falsely we call honour.
Accursed phantom ! that assumes the specious title,
and misleads our wretched nation! Is it then
honourable to skulk like an assassin, and plunge
the secret dagger in the heart of some unhappy
man, who hath incurred my groundless jealousy or
suspicion, without indulging him with that oppor-
tunity which the worst criminal enjoys ? Or is it
honourable to poison two defenceless women, a
tender wife, an amiable daughter, whom even a
frown would almost have destroyed ?—0 ! this is
cowardice, brutality, hell-born fury and revenue '

Heaven hath not mercy to forgive such execrable
guilt. Who gave thee power, abandoned ruffian

'

over the lives of those whom God hath stationed as
thy fellows of probation ;—over those whom he
had sent to comfort and assist thee; to sweeten
all thy cares, and smooth the rough uneven paths
of lite ? 0 ! I am doomed to never-ceasing horror
and remorse

!
If misery can atone for such enor-
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mous guilt, I have felt it in the extreme. Like an
undying vulture it prejs upon my heart ;—to
sorrow I am wedded ; I hug that teeming consort
to my soul ;—never, ah never shall we part ; for
soon as my fame shall shine unclouded by the
charge of treason that now hangs over it, I will
devote myself to penitence and woe. A cold damp
pavement shall be my bed

; my raiment shall be
sackcloth

; the fields shall furnish herbage for my
food

; the stream shall quench my thirst ; the
minutes shall be numbered by my groans

; the
night be privy to my strains of sorrow, till Heaven,
in pity to my sufferings, release me from the penance
I endure. Perhaps the saints whom I have mur-
dered will intercede for my remission."
Such was the exercise of grief, in which the

hapless Castilian consumed the night ; he had not
yet consigned himself to rest, when Renaldo enter-
ing his chamber, displayed such a gleam of wildness
and rapture in his countenance, as overwhelmed
him with amazement

;
for, till that moment, he had

never seen his visage unobscured with woe. " Par-
don this abrupt intrusion, my friend," cried Melvil,
" I could no longer withhold from your participa-
tion, the great, the unexpected turn, which hath
this night dispelled all my sorrows, and restored me
to the fruition of ineffable joy. Monimia fives!
the fair, the tender, the virtuous Monimia lives, and
smiles upon my vows ! This night I retrieved her
from the grave. I held her in these arms ; I pressed
her warm delicious lips to mine ! 0 I am giddy
with intolerable pleasure !"

Don Diego was confounded at this declaration,
which he considered as the effects of a disordered
brain. He never doubted that Renaldo's grief had
at length overpowered his reason, and that his
words were the effects of mere frenzy. While he
mused on this melancholy subject, the Count com-
posed his features, and, in a succinct and well-con-
nected detail, explained the whole mystery of his
happiness, to the inexpressible astonishment of the
Spaniard, who shed tears of satisfaction, and strain-
ing the Hungarian to his breast, " O my son," said
he, "you see what recompense Heaven hath in store
for those who pursue the paths of real virtue ; those
paths from which I myself have been fatally misled
by a faithless vapour, which hath seduced my steps,
and left me darkling in the abyss of wretchedness!
Such as you describe this happy fair, was once my
Serafina, rich in every grace of mind and body
which nature could bestow. Had it pleased
Heaven to bless her with a lover like Renaldo

!

but no more, the irrevocable shaft is fled. I
W1N np taint your enjoyment with my unavailing

Melvil assured this disconsolate father, that no
pleasure, no avocation should ever so entirely en-
gross his mind, but that he should still find an hour
tor sympathy and friendship. He communicated the
invitation of Madam Clement, and insisted upon
his compliance, that he might have an opportunity
of seeing and approving the object of his passion.
l ean refuse nothing to the request of Count de

Melvil, replied the Spaniard, "and it were un-
grateful in me to decline the honour you propose.
I own myself inflamed with a desire of beholding
a young lady, whose perfections I have seen re-
flected in your sorrow

; my curiosity is, moreover,
interested on account of that humane gentlewoman'
whose uncommon generosity sheltered such virtue'
in distress; but my disposition is infectious, and
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will, I am afraid, hang like a damp upon the general

festivity of your friends."

Melvil would take no denial, and having obtained

his consent, repaired to the house of Joshua, whose

countenance seemed to unbend gradually into a

total expression of joy and surprise, as helearned

the circumstances of this amazing event. He faith-

fully promised to attend the Count at the appointed

hour, and, in the mean time, earnestly exhorted

him to take some repose, in order to quiet the agi-

tation of his spirits, which must have been violently

hurried on this occasion. The advice was salutary,

and Renaldo resolved to follow it.

He returned to his lodgings, and laid himself

down; but, notwithstanding the fatigue he had

undergone, sleep refused to visit his eyelids, all his

faculties being kept in motion by the ideas that

crowded so fast upon his imagination. Neverthe-

less, though his mind continued in agitation, his

body was refreshed, and he arose in the forenoon

with more serenity and vigour than he had en-

joyed for many months. Every moment his heart

throbbed with new rapture, when he found himself

on the brink of possessing all that his soul held

dear and amiable ; he put on his gayest looks and

apparel; insisted upon the Castilian's doing the

same honour to the occasion ; and the alteration of

dress produced such an advantageous change in the

appearance ofDon Diego, that when Joshua arrived

at the appointed hour, he could scarce recognise

his features, and complimented him very politely

on the improvement of his looks.

True it is, the Spaniard was a personage of a

very prepossessing mien, and noble deportment;

and had not grief, by increasing his native gravity,

in some measure discomposed the symmetry of his

countenance, he would have passed for a man of a

very amiable and engaging physiognomy. They

set out in the Jew's coach for the house of Madani

Clement, and were ushered into an apartment,

where they found the clergyman and physician

with that lady, to whom Don Diego and the Hebrew

were by Melvil introduced.

Before they had seated themselves, Renaldo

inquired about the health of Monimia, and was

directed to the next room by Madam Clement, who

permitted him to go thither, and conduct her to the

company. He was not slow of availing himself of

this permission. He disappeared in an instant, and,

during his short absence, Don Diego was strangely

disturbed. The blood flushed and forsook his

cheeks by turns ; a cold vapour seemed to shiver

through his nerves ; and at his breast he felt un-

common palpitation. Madam Clement observed his

discomposure, and kindly inquired into the cause

;

when he replied, " I have such an interest in what

concerns the Count de Melvil, and my imagination

is so much prepossessed with the perfections of

Monimia, that I am, as it were, agonized with

expectation ;
yet never did my curiosity before

raise such tumults as those that now agitate my
bosom."
He had scarce pronounced these words, when

the door, re-opening, Renaldo led in this mirror of

elegance and beauty, at sight of whom the Israelite's

countenance was distorted into a stare of admira-

tion. But if such was the astonishment of Joshua,

what were the emotions of the Castilian, when, in

the beauteous orphan, he beheld the individual

features of his long lost Serafina

!

His feelings are not to be described. The fond

parent, whose affection shoots even to a sense of

pain, feels not half such transport, when he unex-

pectedly retrieves a darling child from the ingulfing

billowsor devouring flame. The hope of Zelos had

been totally extinguished. His heart had been

incessantly torn with anguish and remorse, up-

braiding him as the murderer of Serafina. His,

therefore, were the additional transports of a father

disburdened of the guilt of such enormous homicide.

His nerves were too much overpowered by this

sudden recognition, to manifest the sensation of

his soul by external signs. He started not, nor did

he lift an hand in token of surprise ; he moved not

from the spot on which he stood ; but, rivetting his

eyes to those of the lovely phantom, remained

without motion, until she, approaching with her

lover, fell at his feet, and clasping his knees, ex-

claimed, " May I yet call you father ?"

This powerful shock aroused his faculties ; a cold

sweat bedewed his forehead ; his knees began to

totter; he dropped upon the floor, and throwing

his arms around her, cried, " Oh nature ! 0 Serafina

!

Merciful Providence ! thy ways are past finding

out." So saying, he fell "upon'her neck, and wept

aloud. The tears of sympathetic joy trickled down

her snowy bosom, that heaved with rapture in-

expressible. Renaldo's eyes poured forth the briny

stream. The cheeks of "Madam Clement were not

dry in this conjuncture ; she kneeled by Serafina,

kissed her with all the eagerness of maternal affec-

tion, and with uplifted hands adored the power that

pre-ordained this blessed event. The clergyman

and doctor intimately shared the general transport;

and as for Joshua, the drops of true benevolence

flowed from his eyes, like the oil on Aaron's beard,

while he skipped about the room in an awkward

ecstasy, and in a voice resembling the hoarse notes

of the"long-eared tribe, cried, " O father Abraham

!

such a moving scene hath not been acted since

Joseph disclosed himselfunto his brethren in Egypt."

Don Diego having found utterance to his passion,

proceeded in this strain :
" O ! my dear child

j

to

find thee thus again, after our last unhappy parting,

is wonderful ! miraculous ! Blessed be the all-good,

almighty power, that saved thee for this hour of

joy ! Yet, while my heart yearns towards thee

;

while I pant with inconceivable affection, and thus

review these living features, which were so long my
study and delight, I dare not ask by what myste-

rious means this meeting is effected ; lest, in the

fond inquiry, I find my present bliss unreal, and

awake to misery again V
"Oever honoured father!" she replied, "if to

see your Serafina at your feet, melting with filial

love and veneration, can impart a gleam of satis-

faction to your breast, enjoy that pleasure, and

behold her now restored to your protection and

paternal will, which she never more will disobey.

Alas ! had heaven thought proper to reserve another

parent for this interview, our joys had been com-

plete ; but she hath already paid her debt to nature,

and from the seats of bliss" looks down well pleased

on this interesting scene."

"Ah, my Antonia !" cried the father, interrupt-

ing her, " she is then at rest. Peace be to her un-

spotted soul ! to have found her here, had been too

much. How my Serafina hath survived my blind-

fold rage, I know not ; but sure the guilt of lair

Antonia's death still hangs upon my soul."

« Dismiss that fatal thought," said Serafina, " my

mother quietly bade adieu to life in England ;
she
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peaceably expired within these arms, and with her
latest breath prayed for her hapless husband." "Her
mind was ever god-like," he resumed; "she was a
saint m virtue, ill bestowed on such a wretch as
me

; yet thy words have raised a dreadful burden
from my conscience. I am not then the dire assassin,
who sacrificed his wife and daughter to an infernal
motive, falsely titled honour ? though I am more
and more involved in a mystery, which I long to
hear explained."

" That shall be my task," cried Renaldo, " but first
permit me to implore your sanction to my passion
for the incomparable Serafina. You alreadv know
our mutual sentiments; and though I own the pos-
session of such inestimable worth and beauty would
be a recompense that infinitely transcends the merit
I can plead, yet, as it hath been my good fortune
to inspire her with a mutual flame, I hope to reap
from your indulgence here, what I could not expect
from my own desert ; and we present ourselves, in
hope of your paternal assent and benediction."

" Were she more fair and good and gentle than
she is," answered the Castilian, " and to my partial
observation nought e'er appeared on earth more
beauteous and engaging, I would approve your title
to her heart, and recommend you to her smiles,
with all a father's influence and power. Yes, my
daughter! my joy on this occasion is infinitely
augmented by the knowledge of those tender ties
of love that bind thee to this amiable youth ; a
youth to whose uncommon courage and gene-
rosity I owe my life and my subsistence, together
with the inexpressible delight that now revels inmy bosom. Enjoy, my children, the happy fruits
of your reciprocal attachment. May Heaven, which
hath graciously conducted you through a labyrinth
of perplexity and woe, to this transporting view of
blissful days, indulge you with that uninterrupted
stream of pure felicity, which is the hope, and
ought to be the boon of virtue, such as yours !"

So saying, he joined their hands, and embraced
them with the most cordial love and satisfaction,
which diffused itself to every individual of the com-
pany, who fervently invoked the Almighty Power,m behalf of this enraptured pair. The tumult of
these emotions having a little subsided, and the
Castihan being seated betwixt Renaldo and his
beauteous bride, he politely bespoke the indulgence
of Madam Clement, begging she would permit him
to demand the performance of the Count's promise,
that he might be forthwith made acquainted with
those circumstances of his own fate which he was
so impatient to learn..

The lady having assured him, that she and all
the company would take pleasure in hearing the
recapitulation, the Spaniard, addressing himself to
Melvil, ' In the name of Heaven !" said he, " how
could you supplant that rival, who fell a sacrifice
to my resentment, after he had bewitched the
heart of Serafina? for, sure, the affection he had
kindled m her breast, must have long survived his
death.' "That rival," replied the Count, "who
incurred your displeasure, was no other than Re-
naldo.' With these words, he applied to one eye
a patch of black silk provided for the purpose, and
turning his face towards Don Diego, that gentle-man started with astonishment, crying, "Good
Heaven

! the very countenance of Orlando, whom
I slew

! this is still more amazino-;"

5'Jl

CHAPTER LXV.
A retrospective link, necessary for the concatenation of these

Memoirs.

" Indulge roe with a patient hearing," proceeded
the Hungarian, "and all these riddles soon will be
explained. Inflamed with the desire of seeing foreign
countries, I disobeyed the will of an indulgent
father, from whose house, withdrawing privately, I
set out for Italy, in disguise, by the way of Tyrol,
visited Venice, Rome, Florence, and, embarking at
Naples, in an English ship, arrived at St. Lucar,
from whence I repaired to Seville : there, in a few
days, was my curiosity engaged by the fame of the
fair Serafina, who was justly deemed the most ac-
complished beauty in that part of Spain. Nay, blush
not, gentle creature ! for, by my hopes of heaven

!

thy charms were even injured by the cold applause
of that report. Nevertheless, I was warmly inter-
ested by the uncommon character, and eagerly
longed to see this pattern of perfection. As Don
Diego did not train her up in that restraint to which
the Spanish ladies are subjected, I soon found an
opportunity of seeing her at church ; and no person
here present will, I presume, doubt but that I was
instantly captivated by her beauty and deportment.
Had I thought that Don Diego's favour was unen-
gaged, perhaps I should have followed the dictates
of vanity and inexperience, and presented myselfm my own character, among the crowd of her pro-
fessed admirers. I knew her father had been an
officer of distinguished rank and reputation, and
did not doubt that he would have regarded a youn°-
soldier ofunexceptionable pedigree, and, I will even
add, of untainted fame. Nor did I suppose my
own father could have objected against such an
advantageous match

; but, by dint of industrious
inquiry, I learned, that the divine Serafina was
already betrothed to Don Manuel de Mendoza,
and this information overwhelmed me with
despair.

" After having revolved a thousand projects for
retarding and preventing that detested union, I
resolved to avail myself of my talent for drawing,
and professed myself a master of that science, in
hope of being employed by the father of Serafina,
who, I knew, let slip no opportunity of improving
his daughter's education. Accordingly I had the
good fortune to attract his notice, was invited to
his house, honoured with his approbation, and fur-
nished with unrestricted opportunities of convers-
ing with the dear object of my love. The passion
which her beauty had kindled, was by the perfec-
tions of her mind inflamed to such a degree of
transport, as could not be concealed from her pene-
tration. She chanced tc relish my conversation

;

I gradually acquired her friendship
; pity was the

next passion that she entertained in my favour.
I then ventured to disclose myself, and the dear
charmer did not disapprove of my presumption.
She and her mother had been perplexed with some
religious scruples, concerning which they appealed
to my opinion

; and I was happy enough to set
their mmds at ease.

This sort of intercourse naturally created a
mutual confidence among us ; and, in a word, I was
blessed with the daughter's love, and mother's ap-
probation. Don Diego will pardon those clandes-
tine measures, which we took, from a full persuasion
that it was impossible to render him propitious to
the views in which our hearts and hands were so
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deeply interested. I did not then know how little

he was addicted to superstition.

Without entering into a detail of the schemes

we projected to delay the happiness of Mendoza,

I shall only ohserve, that, knowing the fatal day

was at length unalterably fixed, we determined to

elude the purpose of Don Diego by flight; and

every thing was actually prepared for our escape.

When the hour of appointment arrived, I repaired

to the place at which I had proposed to enter the

house, and stumbled, in the dark, over the body of

a man still warm, and bleeding. Alarmed at this

occurrence, I darted myself through the window,

and rushing to the apartment of the ladies, (im-

mortal powers !) beheld the peerless Serafina, and

her virtuous mother, stretched on a couch, and, in

all appearance, deprived of life.

The company will easily conceive what agonies

I felt at such a spectacle ! I ran towards the spot

in a transport of horror ! I clasped my lovely mis-

tress in my arms, and finding her still breathing,

endeavoured, but in vain, to wake her from the

trance. Antonia was overwhelmed with the same

lethargic power. My fancy was immediately struck

with the apprehension of their being poisoned.

Regardless of my own situation, I alarmed the

family, called for assistance, and requested the ser-

vants to summon Don Diego to the dismal scene.

I was informed that their master had rode forth in

manifest confusion ; and while I pondered on this

surprising excursion, an apothecary in the neigh-

bourhood entered the chamber, and having exa-

mined the pulses of the ladies, declared that their

lives were in no danger, and advised that they

should be undressed, and conveyed to bed. AVhile

their women were busied in this employment, I

went into the court-yard, attended by some of the

servants with lights, in order to view the body of

the man which I had found at my arrival. His

apparel was mean, his countenance ferocious ; a

long spado was buckled to his thigh, and, in his

belt, were stuck a brace of loaded pistols ; so that

we concluded he was some thief, who had waited

for an opportunity, and seeing the casement open,

intended to rob the house, but was prevented, and

slain by Don Diego himself, whose retreat, however,

did not a little confound our conjecture. For my
own part, I remained all night in the house, tor-

tured with fear, vexation, and suspense.

My hope was altogether disappointed by this

unhappy accident ; and I shuddered at the prospect

of losing Serafina for ever, either by this myste-

rious malady, or by her marriage with Mendoza,

which I now despaired of being able to defeat.

The major-domo having waited several hours for

his lord's return, without seeing him appear, thought

proper to despatch a messenger to Don Manuel,

with an account of what had happened ; and that

nobleman arriving in the morning, took possession

of the house. About four o'clock in the afternoon,

Serafina began to stir, and, at five, she and her mo-

ther were perfectly awake.

They no sooner recovered the use of reflection,

than they gave signs of equal sorrow and amaze-

ment, and earnestly called for Isabella, who was

privy to our design, and who, after a very minute

inquiry, was found in a lone and solitary chamber,

where she had been confined. Such was the con-

fusion of the house, that no person ever dreamed

of asking how I had entered, each domestic, in all

probability, supposing I had been introduced by

his fellow ; so that I tarried unquestioned, on pre-

tence of concern for the distress of a family in

which I had been so generously entertained, and,

by Isabella, sent my respects and duty to her ladies.

She was, therefore, not a little surprised, when,

after every other servant had withdrawn, she heard

the lovely Serafina exclaim, with all the violence

of grief, " Ah ! Isabella, Orlando is no more !" But

their astonishment was still greater, when she as-

sured them of my being alive, and in the house.

They recounted to her the adventure of last night,

which she explained, by informing them of the

letters which Don Diego had intercepted. And
thev immediatelv concluded, that he had, in the

precipitation of his wrath, killed, by mistake, the

person who was found dead in the court-yard. This

conjecture alarmed them on my account ;
they, by

the medium of Isabella, conjured me to leave the

house, lest Don Diego should return, and accom-

plish his resentment ; and I was persuaded to with-

draw, after I had settled the channel of a corres-

pondence with the confidant.

Being now obliged to alter our measures, because

our former intention was discovered by Don Diego,

I secured a retreat for Serafina and her mother, at

the house of the English consul in Seville, who was

my particular friend ;
and, next day, understand-

in" from Isabella that her lord had not yet re-

appeared, and that Don Manuel was very urgent

in his addresses, we concerted an assignation m the

garden, and that same evening I was fortunate

enough to convey my prize to the asylum I had

prepared for their reception. Inexpressible was

the ra"e of Mendoza, when he heard of their elope-

ment." He raved like one deprived of reason-

swore he would put all the servants of the family

to the rack—and, in consequence of the intelligence

he obtained bv threats and promises, set on toot a

very strict inquiry, in order to apprehend the fugi-

tives and Orlando, who had by some means or other

incurred his suspicion.

We eluded his search by the vigilance and cau-

tion of our kind host ; and while we remained in

concealment, were extremely astonished to hear

that the unfortunate Don Diego was proclaimed a

traitor, and a price set upon his head. This infor-

mation overwhelmed us all with the utmost afflic-

tion Antonia lamented, without ceasing, the

disgrace of her beloved lord, from whom she never

would have withdrawn herself, but with the lively

hope of a reconciliation, after the first transports of

his ire should have subsided, and the real character

of Orlando should have appeared. It was not long

before we had reason to believe that Mendoza was

the accuser of Don Diego

—

Nay start not, Signior ; Manuel was actually that

traitor I This was the turn of his revenge
!
when

he found himself disappointed in the hope of pos-

sessing the incomparable Serafina, he took a base

advantage of your absence and retreat. He posted

to Madrid, impeached you to the secretary of state

of having maintained a criminal correspondence

with the enemies of Spain, included me in his accu-

sation, as a spy for the House of Austria, and

framed such a plausible tale, from the circumstances

of your distress, that Don Diego was outlawed, and

Mendoza gratified with a grant of his estate.

These melancholy incidents made a deep impres-

sion upon the mind of the virtuous Antonia, who.

waving every other consideration, would have per-

sonally appeared for the vindication of her bus-



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 593

band's honour, had not we dissuaded her from such
a rash undertaking, by demonstrating her inability
to contend -with such a powerful antagonist ; and
representing that her appearance would be infallibly
attended with the ruin of Serafina, who would cer-
tainly fall into the hands of the villain to whom she
had been contracted. We exhorted her to wait
patiently for some happy revolution of fortune, and
encouraged her with the hope of Don Diego's ex-
erting himself effectually in his own defence.
Meanwhile our worthy landlord was suddenly

cut off by death ; and his widow being resolved to
retire into her own country, we secretly embarked
in the same ship, and arrived in England about
eighteen months ago. Antonia still continued to
pine over the ruin of her house ; as she could hear
no tidings of Don Diego, she concluded he was
dead, and mourned with unabating sorrow. In vain
I assured her, that, soon as my own affairs should
be adjusted, I would exert my whole endeavours
to find and succour him. She could not imagine
that a man of his spirit and disposition would live
so long in obscurity. And her affliction derived
new force from the death of the consul's widow,
with whom she had lived in the most unbounded
intimacy and friendship. From that day, her health
evidently declined. She foresaw her dissolution,
and comforted herself with the hope of seeing her
husband and her friend in a place where no treachery
is felt, and no sorrow is known ; confident of my
integrity, and the purity of my love, she, in the most
pathetic terms, recommended Serafina to my care.
Ha ! weepest thou, fair excellence, at the remem-

brance of that tender scene, when the good Anto-
nia, on the bed of death, joined thy soft hand to
mine, and said, " Renaldo, I bequeath this orphan
to your love ; it is a sacred pledge, which, if you
cherish with due honour and regard, internal peace
and happiness will ever smile within your bosom;
but if you treat it with indifference, dishonour, or
neglect, just Heaven will punish your breach of trust
with everlasting disappointments and disquiet."

" Signior Don Diego, I see you are moved, and
therefore will not dwell on such distressful circum-
stances. The excellent Antonia exchanged this
life for a more happy state ; and so exquisite was
the sorrow of the tender-hearted Serafina, as to
torture me with the apprehension that she would
not long survive her pious mother. How I obeyed
the injunctions of that departing saint, Monimia
(for that name she now assumed) can testify,
until that artful serpent Fathom glided into our
mutual confidence, abused our ears, poisoned our
unsuspected faith, and effected that fatal breach,
productive of all the misery and vexation which
we have suffered, and which is now so hapnilv
expelled."

^F J

" Heaven," said the Castilian, " hath visited me
for the sins and errors of my youth; yet, such
mercy hath been mingled with its chastisements,
I dare not murmur or repine. The tears of peni-
tence and sorrow shall water my Antonia's grave

;

as for Mendoza, I rejoice at his treachery, by which
the obligation of my promise is cancelled, and my
honour fully acquitted. He shall not triumph in
his guilt. My services, my character, and innocence,
shall soon confront his perfidy, and, I hope, defeat
his interest. The king is just and gracious, nor is
my family and name unknown."
Here the Jew interposing, presented to him a

letter from a person of consequence at Madrid,

whom Joshua had interested in the cause of Don
Diego ; that nobleman had already found means to
represent the case of Zelos to his majesty, who had
actually ordered Don Manuel to be confined, until
the injured person should appear to justify himself,
and prosecute his accuser according to the terms of
law. At the same time Don Diego was summoned
to present himself before the king within a limited
time, to answer to the charge which Mendoza had
brought against him.
The Spaniard's heart overflowed with gratitude

and joy, when he read this intimation ; he embraced
the Jew, who, before Zelos could give utterance to
his thoughts, told him that the Spanish Ambassador
at London, having been prepossessed in his favour,
craved the honour of seeing Don Diego ; and that
he, Joshua, was ready to conduct him to the house.

" Then is my heart at rest !" cried the Castilian,
" the house of Zelos once more shall lift up its

head. I shall again revisit my native country
with honour, and abase the villain who hath soiled
my fame ! O my children ! this day is replete with
such joy and satisfaction, as I did not think had
been in the power of Heaven to grant, without the
interposition of a miracle ! To you, Renaldo, to
you illustrious lady, and to these worthy gentlemen,
am I indebted for"the restoration of that for which
alone I wish to live ; and when my heart ceases to
retain the obligation, may I forfeit the name of a
Castilian, and scorn and dishonour be my portion."
Perhaps all Europe could not produce another

company so happy as that which now sat down to
dinner in the house of Madam Clejnent, whose own
benevolent heart was peculiarly adapted for such
enjoyment. The lovers feasted their eyes more
than their appetite, by a tender intercourse of
glances, which needed not the slow interpretation
of speech ; while the Spaniard regarded them
alternately with looks of wonder and paternal joy,
and every individual surveyed the all-deserving
pair with admiration and esteem.

Serafina taking the advantage of this general
satisfaction, when the heart, softened into com-
placency, deposits every violent thought :

" I must
now," said she, -'try my interest with Renaldo.
The good company shall bear witness to my triumph
or repulse. I do not ask you to forgive, but to
withhold your vengeance from the wretched Fathom.
His fraud, ingratitude, and villany are, I believe,
unrivalled

: yet his base designs have been defeated!
and Heaven perhaps hath made him the involuntary
instrument for bringing our constancy and virtue to
the test; besides, his perfidy is already punished
with the last degree of human misery and disgrace.
The Doctor, who has traced him in all his conduct
and vicissitudes of fortune, will draw a picture of
his present wretchedness, which, I doubt not, will
move your compassion, as it hath already excited
mine."

The generous hostess was ready to enforce this
charitable proposal with all her eloquence, when
Melvil, with a look that well expressed his mag-
nanimity of love, replied, " Such a boon becomes
the gentle Serafina ! O ! every moment furnishes
me with fresh matter to admire the virtues of thy
soul. If thou, whose tender heart hath been so
rent with misery and anguish, canst intercede for
thy tormentor, who now suffers in his turn, shall I
refuse to pardon the miserable wretch ! No, let me
glory in imitating the great example, and solicit
Don Diego in behalf of the same miscreant whose

Q Q
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perfidious barbarity cost him such intolerable -woe."

" Enough," cried the Castilian, " I have disclaimed

the vindictive principles of a Spaniard ; and leave

the miserable object to the sting of his own con-

science, which, soon or late, will not fail to avenge

the wrongs we have sustained from his deceit."

THE ADVENTURES OF

CHAPTER LXVI.
The History draws near a Period.

Universal was the applause which they acquired

by this noble sacrifice of their resentment. The

afternoon was spent in the utmost harmony and

good humour ; and at the earnest solicitation of

Renaldo, whose fancy still harboured the appre-

hensions of another separation, Don Diego consented

that the indissoluble knot should be tied between

that young gentleman and Serafina in two days, and

the place appointed for the ceremony was the very

church where they had been restored to the arms

of each other.

The lovely bride, with a silent blush that set her

lover's heart on fire, submitted to this determination,

in consequence of which, the company was be-

spoke for that auspicious hour, and the evening

being pretty far advanced, they took leave of the

ladies, and retired to their respective homes ; Don
Diego and his future son-in-law being reconducted

to their lodgings, in the coach of the Jew, who,

taking an opportunity of being alone with Melyil,

observed that it would be necessary on this occasion

to supply the Castilian with a sum of money, in

order to support his dignity and independence, in

furnishing Serafina with every thing suitable to her

rank and merit ; and that he would willingly

accommodate him, provided he knew how to pro-

pose it so as to give no offence to his punctilious

disposition.

Renaldo, thanking him for this generous anti-

cipation, advised him to solicit the Spaniard's cor-

respondence in the way of business, and to put

the whole on the footing of his own interest ;
by

which means Don Diego's delicacy could sustain no

affront. Fraught with this instruction, the Israelite

desired a private audience of the Castilian, in which,

after an apology for the freedom of his demand,
" Signior Don Diego," said he, " as your fortune

hath been so long embezzled by your adversary in

Spain, and your correspondence with that country

entirely cut off, it is not to be supposed that your

finances are at present in such a condition as to

maintain the splendour of your family. Count de

Melvil's whole fortune is at your command ; and

had not he been afraid of giving umbrage to the

peculiar delicacy of your sentiments, he would have

pressed you to use it for your convenience. For

my own part, over and above the inclination I have

to* serve Don Diego, I consult my own private

advantage in desiring you to accept my service on

this occasion. Money is the chief commodity in

which I deal, and, if you honour me with your

commands, I shall be a gainer by my obedience.''

Don Diego replied, with a smile that denoted how
well he understood the meaning of this address,

" Surely, Signior, I am bound by the strongest ties

to exert my utmost endeavours for your advantage:

and I pray God this your proposal may have that

issue. I am well acquainted with the Count's

generosity and refined notions of honour ; and
too much obliged by him already, to hesitate with

punctilious reserve in accepting his future assistance.

Nevertheless, since you have contrived a scheme for

removing all scruples of that sort, I shall execute it

with pleasure ;
and, in the form of business, you

shall have all the security I can give for what shall

be necessary to answer my present occasions."

The preliminaries being thus settled, Joshua

advanced for his use a thousand pounds, for which

he would take neither bond, note, nor receipt,

desiring only that the Castilian would mark it in

his own pocket book, that the debt might appear,

in case any accident should befal the borrower.

Although the Spaniard had been accustomed to the

uncommon generosity of Melvil, he could not help

wondering at this nobleness of behaviour, so little

to be expected from any merchant, much less from

a Jewish broker.

While this affair was on the anviL Renaldo, who
could no longer withhold the communication of his

happiness from his sister and relations in Germany,

took up the pen, and, in a letter to his brother-in-

law, recounted all the circumstances of the sur-

prising turn of fate which he had experienced since

his arrival in England. He likewise related the

story of Don Diego, informed them of the day

appointed for his nuptials, and entreated the Major

to make a journey to London with his wife ; or, if

that should be impracticable, to come as far as

Brussels, where thev should be met by him and his

Serafina. There was now but one day between

him and the accomplishment of his dearest wish,

and that was spent in procuring a license, and ad-

justing the preparations for the grand festival. Don
Diego in the forenoon visited Madam Clement, to

whom he repeated his warm acknowledgments of

her bounty and maternal affection to his daughter,

and presented to Serafina bank notes to the amount

of five hundred pounds, to defray the necessary

expense of her wedding ornaments.

All the previous steps being taken for the

solemnization of this interesting event, and the

hour of appointment arrived, the bridegroom,

accompanied by his father-in-law, hastened to the

place of rendezvous, which was the vestry-room of

the church we have already described ; w here they

were received by the good clergyman in his cano-

nicals; and here they had not waited many

minutes, when they were joined by Madam Cle-

ment and the amiable bride, escorted by the friendly

physician, who had all along borne such a share in

their concerns. Serafina was dressed in a sack of

white satin, and the ornaments of her head were

adjusted in the Spanish fashion, which gave a

peculiar air to her appearance, and an additional

spirit to those attractions which engaged the heart

of each beholder. There was nothing remarkable

in the habit of Renaldo, who had copied the plain-

ness and elegance of his mistress ; but, when she

entered the place, his features were animated with a

double proportion of vivacity, and their eyes meet-

ing, seemed to kindle a blaze which diffused warmth

and joy through the countenances of all present

After a short pause, her father led her to the

altar, and gave her away to the transported Re-

naldo, before the priest who performed the cere-

mony, and bestowed the nuptial benediction on

this enraptured pair. The sanction of the church

being thus obtained, they withdrew into the vestry,

where Melvil sealed his title on her rosy lips, and

presented his wife to the company, who embraced

her in their turns, with fervent wishes for their

muiual happiness.
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Though the scene of this transaction was remote

from any inhabited neighbourhood, the church was
surrounded by a crowd of people, who, with un-
common demonstration of surprise and admiration,
petitioned Heaven to bless so fair a couple. Such
indeed was their eagerness to see them, that some
lives were endangered by the pressure of the
crowd, which attended them with loud acclamations
to the coach, after the bridegroom had deposited in
the hands of the minister one hundred pounds for
the benefit of the poor of that parish, and thrown
several handfuls of money among the multitude.
Serafina reimbarked in Madam Clement's conve-
nience, with that good lady and Don Diego, while
Renaldo, with the clergyman and doctor, followed
in Joshua's coach, to a pleasant country house upon
the Thames, at the distance of a few miles from
London. This the Jew had borrowed from the
owner for a few days, and there they were received
by that honest Hebrew, who had provided a very
elegant entertainment for the occasion. He had
also bespoke a small but excellent band of music,
which regaled their ears while they sat at dinner

;

and the afternoon being calm and serene, he pre-
vailed on them to take the air on the river, in a
barge which he had prepared for the purpose.

But, notwithstanding this diversity of amuse-
ment, Renaldo would have found it the longest day
he had ever passed, had not his imagination been
diverted by an incident which employed his atten-
tion during the remaining part of the evening.
They had drunk tea, and engaged in a party at
whist, when they were surprised with a noise of
contention from a public house, that fronted the
windows of the apartment in which they sat.
Alarmed at this uproar, they forsook their cards,
and, throwing up the casement, beheld a hearse
surrounded by four men on horseback, who had
stopped the carriage, and violently pulled the driver
from his seat. This uncommon arrest had engaged
the curiosity of the publican's family, who stood at
the door to observe the consequence, when all of a
sudden appeared a person in canonicals, well
mounted, who, riding up to those who maltreated
the driver, bestowed upon one of them such a blow
with the butt end of his whip, as laid him spraw-
ling on the ground

; and, springing from his saddle
upon the box, took the reins into his own hand,
swearing with great vehemence, that he would
murder every man who should attempt to obstruct
the hearse.

The good priest who had married Renaldo was
not a little scandalized at this ferocious behaviourm a clergyman, and could not help saying aloud,
he was a disgrace to the cloth ; when the horseman
looking up to the window, replied, " Sir, may I bed—n'd, if any man in England has a greater re-
spect for the cloth than I have ; but at present I
am quite distracted." So saying, he whipped up
the horses, and had actually disentangled the hearse
from those who surrounded it, when he was opposed
by another troop, one of whom alighted with great
expedition, and cut the harness so as that he could
not possibly proceed. Finding himself thus driven
to bay, he leaped upon the ground, and exercised
his weapon with such amazing strength and agility,
that several of his antagonists were left motionless
on the field, before he was overpowered and dis-
armed by dint of numbers, who assailed him on all
sides.

The mad parson being thus taken prisoner, an
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elderly person, of a very prepossessing appearance,
went up to the hearse, and, unbolting the door, a
young lady sprung out, and shrieking, ran directly
to the public-house, to the infinite astonishment
and affright of the whole family, who believed it

was the spirit of the deceased person, whose bodv
lay in the carriage.—Renaldo, who was with diffi-
culty restrained from interposing in behalf of the
clergyman against such odds, no sooner perceived
this apparition, than supposing her to be some dis-
tressed damsel, his Quixotism awoke, he descended
in an instant, and rushed into the house, among
those that pursued the fair phantom. Don Diego
and the physician took the same road, while the
real clergyman and Joshua tarried with the ladies,
who were, by this time, very much interested in
the event.

Melvil found the young lady in the hands of the
old gentleman, who had released her from the
hearse, and who now bitterly upbraided her for her
folly and disobedience; while she protested with
great vivacity, that whatever she might suffer from
his severity, she would never submit to the hateful
match he had proposed, nor break the promise she
had already made to the gentleman who now at-
tempted to rescue her from the tyranny of a cruel
father. This declaration was followed by a plen-
tiful shower of tears, which the father could not
behold with unmoistened eyes, although he reviled
her with marks of uncommon displeasure ; and
turning to the Count, " I appeal to you, sir," said
he, " whether I have not reason to curse the undu-
tiful obstinacy of that pert baggage, and renounce
her for ever as an alien to my blood. She has, for
some months, been solicited in marriaye by an
honest citizen, a thirty thousand pound man ; and
instead of listening to such an advantageous pro-
posal, she hath bestowed her heart upon a young
fellow not worth a groat. Ah! you degenerate
hussy, this comes of your plays and romances. If
thy mother were not a woman of an unexception-
able life and conversation, I should verily believe
thou art no child of mine. Run away with a beg-
gar ! for shame !"

"I suppose," replied Renaldo, "the person to
whom your daughter's affection inclines, is that
clergyman who exerted himself so manfully at the
door." " Clergyman !" cried the other, " adad '

he has more of the devil than the church about
him. A ruffian

! he has, for aught I know, mur-
dered the worthy gentleman whom I intended formy son-in-law

; and the rogue, if I had not kept
out of his way, would, I suppose, have served me
with the same sauce. Me! who have been his
master for many years, and had resolved to make aman of him. Sir, he was my own clerk, and this
is the return I have met with from the serpent
winch L cherished in my bosom."
Here he was interrupted by the arrival of the

citizen for whom he had expressed such concern
that gentleman had received a contusion upon one
eye, by which the sight was altogether obstructed
so that he concluded he should never retrieve the
use of that organ, and with great clamour took all
the spectators to witness the injury he had sustained •

he entered the room with manifest perturbation'
demanded satisfaction of the father, and peremptorily
declared it should not be a lost eye to him if there
was law in England. This unseasonable demand
and the boisterous manner in which it was made'
did not at all «uit the present humour of the old

QQ 2
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gentleman, who told liim peevishly he owed him no

eve, and bade him go and ask reparation of the

person who had done him wrong.

The young lady snatching this favourable occa-

sion, earnestlv entreated Melvil and his company to

intercede with her father in behalf of her lover,

who, she assured them, was a young gentleman of

a good family, and uncommon merit, and in com-

pliance with "her request they invited him and his

daughter to the house in which they lodged, where

they would be disencumbered of the crowd which

this dispute had gathered together, and more at

leisure to consult about the measures necessary to

be taken. The old gentleman thanked them for

their courtsev, which' he did not think proper to

refuse, and while he led, or rather hauled Made-

moiselle over the way, under the auspices of the

Castilian, Renaldo set the lover at liberty, made

him a tender of his good offices, and advised him

to wait at the public-house for an happy issue of

their negociation.

The pseudo-parson was very much affected by

this generous proffer, for which he made suitable

acknowledgments, and protested before God he

would die a thousand deaths rather than part with

his dear Charlotte. Her father no sooner entered

the apartment, than he was known by Joshua to be

a considerable trader in the city of London, and

the merchant was glad to find himself among his

acquaintance. He was so full of the story which had

brought him thither, that he had scarce sat down

when he began to complain of his hard fate, in

having an only child who was so mean, stubborn,

and contumacious ; and every sentence was con-

cluded with an apostrophe of reproaches to the

delinquent.

The Jew having allowed him to ring out his

alarm, condoled his misfortune, and gravely coun-

selled the young lady to wean her affections from

such an unworthy object, for he supposed her

favourite was a man of no principle, or liberal en-

dowments, otherwise her father would not exclaim

so bitterly against her conduct. Charlotte, who
wanted neither beauty nor understanding, assured

him that her lover's character was, in all respects,

unblemished, for the truth of which assertion she

appealed to her papa, who owned, with reluctance,

that the young man was a gentleman by birth, that

he had served him with remarkable diligence and

integrity, and that his accomplishments were far

superior to his station in life. " But then," said he,

" the fellow has not a shilling of his own, and would

you have me give away my daughter to a beggar ?

"

" God forbid !
" cried the Jew, " I always under-

stood you possessed an ample fortune, and am sorry

to find it otherwise." " Otherwise !
" cried the

citizen, with some acrimony, "take care what you

say, sir, a merchant's credit is not to be tampered

with." " I beg your pardon," answered the Hebrew,

"I concluded that your circumstances were bad,

because you objected to the poverty of the young

man after you had owned he was possessed of every

other qualification to make your daughter happy,

for it is not to be imagined that you would thwart

her inclinations, or seek to render an only child

miserable on account of an obstacle which you

yourself could easily remove. Let us suppose you

can afford to give with your daughter ten thousand

pounds, which would enable this young man to live

with credit and reputation, and engage advantage-

ously in trade, for which you say he is well qualified,

the alternative then will be, whether you would

rather see her in the arms of a deserving youth

whom she loves, enjoying all the comforts of life

with a moderate fortune, which it will always bo in

your own power to improve, or tied for life to a

monied man whom she detests, cursing her hard

fate, and despising that superfluity of wealth, in

spite of which she finds herself so truly wretched."

The old gentleman seemed to be startled at this

observation, which was reinforced by Eenaldo's

saying, that he would, moreover, enjoy the unutter-

able pleasure of giving happiness to a worthy man,

whose gratitude would co-operate with his love, in

approving himself a dutiful son, as well as an affec-

tionate husband. He then represented the family

disquiets and dismal tragedies produced from such

mercenary and compulsive matches, and, in con-

clusion, related the story of Don Diego and his

daughter, which, when the merchant heard, he

stalled up with marks of terror in his countenance,

andthrowing up the casement, called upon Valentine

with great vociferation. This was the name of his

daughter's admirer, who no sooner heard the sum-

mons than he flew to the spot from whence it came,

and the merchant, without any further preamble,

seizing his hand, joined it with that of Charlotte,

saying, with great trepidation, " Here, take her, in

the name of God, and thank this honourable com-

pany for your good fortune."

The lovers were transported with exquisite joy

at this sudden determination in their favour.

Valentine having kissed the hand of his mistress

with all the eagerness of rapture, and acknowledged

the merchant's generosity, paid his respects to the

ladies with a very polite"address, and with demon-

strations of uncommon gratitude and sensibility,

thanked the gentlemen, and the Count in particular,

for their good offices, to which he attributed the

happiness he now enjoyed. While Serafina and

Madam Clement caressed the amiable Charlotte,

the rest of the company congratulated her admirer

upon his choice and success, though the clergyman

could not help reprehending him for profaning the

sacerdotal habit.

Valentine heartily asked pardon for having given

such cause of offence, and hoped he should be for-

given, as it was a disguise which he thought abso-

lutely necessary for the execution of a scheme upon

which his happiness depended. He then, at the

request of Kenaldo, unfolded the mystery of the

hearse, by giving them to understand that Char-

lotte's father having got inkling of their mutual

passion, had dismissed his clerk, and conveyed his

daughter to a country house in the neighbourhood

of London, in order to cut off their correspondence ;

notwithstanding these precautions they had found

means to communicate with each other by letters,

which were managed by a third person ; and his rival

being very importunate in his solicitations, they had

concerted the expedient of the hearse, which he

provided and conducted through a road contiguous

to the end of the merchant's garden, where Char-

lotte, being apprised of the design, waited for its

approach, and embarked in it without hesitation.

Valentine thought himself sufficiently screened

from discovery bvhis disguise, but he was unfortu-

nately met by a servant of the family, who recol-

lected his features, and immediately gave the alarm,

upon which the father and his friends took horse,

and pursued them by two different roads, until they

were overtaken at this place.
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He had scarce finished this short relation when his

rival bluntly entering the apartment, with an hand-
kerchief tied round his eye, committed Valentine
to the charge of a constable, who attended him, by
a warrant from a justice of the peace in that neigh-
bourhood, and threatened to prosecute the merchant
on an action of damages for the loss of an eye
which he said he had sustained in his service. The
company endeavoured to appease this citizen, by
representing that his misfortune was no other than
a common inflammation, nor was it owing to malice
aforethought, but entirely to the precipitate passion
01 an incensed young man, who, by the by, acted
in his own defence. At the same time the merchant
promised to make any reasonable satisfaction, upon
which the other demanded an obligation, importing
that he would, m ten days from the date, bestow
upon him his daughter in marriage, with a portion
ot fifteen thousand pounds, or, in case of failure
pay him double the sum.
The merchant, exasperated at this extravagant

demand, told him flatly he had already disposed of
his daughter to Valentine, who, he believed, was a
much more deserving man, and that he was ready
to wait upon the magistrate who had granted the
warrant, in order to give bail for his future son-in-

,
' -J ,

™s a notifying declaration to the
plaintiff, though he condoled himself with the hope
of being a gainer by the loss of his eye, and now
the pain was over would have been very sorry to
find his sight retrieved. The old gentleman, Joshua,
and Kenaldo accompanied the prisoner to the house
ot the justice, where he was immediately admitted
to bail. Upon their return Valentine shifted his
dress, and they supped together with great cordi-
ality and mirth, maintained at the expense of the
discarded lover.

After supper Don Diego walked a minuet withMadam element
; for whom, by this time, he had

contracted an extraordinary degree of affection.
Valentine had the honour to dance with the incom
parable Serafina, whose beauty and attractions
dazzled the eyes of the new comers, and struck
fier bashful partner with awe and confusion

; and
Mel vil presented his hand to the agreeable Charlotte
who performed so much to the satisfaction of her
tather, that he could not help expressing his iov
and pride. He praised God for throwing him in
the way of our company, and engaged the clergy-
man to unite the young couple, after having ap-
pointed a day for the ceremony, and invited all
present to the wedding. The evening having been
insensibly consumed in these avocations, and the
night pretty far advanced, the ladies withdrew with-
out ceremony

; and the retreat of Serafina filled
Kenaldo s breast with tumult and emotion

; his
blood began to flow in impetuous tides, his heart to
beat with redoubled vigour and velocity, while his
eyes seemed to flash with more than human splen-
dour. Now his imagination began to anticipate with
the enthusiastic rage of an inspired sybil ; he was
instantaneously transported from the conversation
and every nerve was braced to such a degree of
impatience, that human nature could not lono- en-
dure the tension.

a

He, therefore, having withstood the impulse
about a quarter of an hour, at length gave way to
Ins impetuosity, and, springing from his friends,
lound himself m a dark passage, at the farther end
Of which he perceived Madam Clement coming out
ot a chamber with a light, which at sight of him
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she set down, and vanished in a moment. This
was the star that pointed to his paradise ; he hailed
the signal, entered the apartment, and, like a lion
rushing on his prey, approached the nuptial bed'
where Serafina, surrounded by all the graces of
beauty, softness, sentiment, and truth, lay trembling
as a victim at the altar, and strove to hide her
blushes from his view—the door was shut, the
light extinguished—he owned his lot was more than
mortal man could claim.
Here let me draw the decent veil that ought to

shade the secret mysteries of Hymen. Away un-
hallowed scoffers, who profane, with idle pleasantry
or immodest hint, these holy rites; and leave those
happy lovers to enjoy, in one another's arms, un-
utterable bliss, the well-earned palm of virtue and
of constancy, which had undergone the most severe
refinement. A more deserving pair night's curtain
shrouds not in its dark extent.
The thoughts of Renaldo's felicity threw a damp

on the spirits of Valentine, who saw the term of his
probation protracted a few days longer, and could
not help wishing in his heart that he had achieved
the adventure which would have abridged his ex-
pectation, though at the expense of the old gentle-
man s displeasure. He filled a bumper to the health
of the bride and bridegroom, and throwing up his
eyes with marks of admiration, exclaimed, "How
happy is the Count ! alas ! five days longer must I
rem my impatience !" "It is but reasonable, you
rogue, that your betters should have the start of
you,' said the merchant, who did him justice in the
Jass, and counselled him to drown his impatience
with good claret. The youth followed his advice,
and it was late before the company retired to rest

These citizens, however, resolved to seize an op-
portunity of rallying the new-married couple, ac-
cording to custom, and with that view arose earlym the morning, on the supposition of finding them
still asleep

; but they were not a little surprised,
when they entered the breakfasting room, to see
Kenaldo, andhisaimable bed-fellow, already dressed
and waiting to do the honours of the house. The
old gentleman would fain have cracked a joke upon
their extraordinary despatch, but he was so much
overawed by the dignity and tamed by the sweet-
ness of Serafina's carriage, that he durst not give
utterance to his conception

; and Valentine stood
silent and abashed, as in the presence of a superior
being. After breakfast these gentlemen and Char-
lotte again expressed their sense of the obligations
they owed to this happy family, repeated their in-
vitation and taking leave, returned to London in a
coach that was provided over night.
Our friends being thus left to themselves, Don

-Diego turned towards Melvil: "Now," said he
that I have yielded to the impatience of your love'

as well as to the eagerness of my own desire tomake you happy, I must beg leave to interrupt, for
a little while, the stream of your mutual pleasure,
and propose a melancholy excursion, which how-
ever will not be wholly void of enjoyment. I have
too long delayed the performance of my duty atAntoma s grave-let us spend the forenoon in that
pious pilgrimage-I will drop a few tears to thememory of that excellent woman, and never after-
wards shall my friends be troubled with my grief

1 he proposal being universally approved, they set
out for the place, which had oft been visited by
the gentle Serafina, who conducted her father to a
b.ack marble stone, which Kenaldo had ordered to
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be laid over the grave ; and, as he kneeled to kiss

the monument, he perceived this plain inscription in

the Spanish tongue :

—

Antonio, de Zelos primera en

todo lo que es ser bueno, y sin seyundo en todo lo que

fue ser desdichado, quedad con Dios .' that is, An-

'tonia de Zelos, unmatched in virtue, and unequalled

in misfortune, adieu! "O faithful record!" cried

the Castilian, smiting his breast, while his tears

distilled upon the marble, " thy goodness was the

gift of Heaven, but thy misfortunes were derived

from the guilt of Don Diego ; yet his sorrow shall

expiate his offence, and his penitence find favour m
the sight of Heaven ! Best, rest, ill-fated virtue !—

eternal peace shall guard thy tomb, and angels

minister to thy unspotted shade ; nor shall thine

ashes lie in dark obscurity: here will I raise a

monument, more suited to thy excellence and name."

Serafina melted with filial tenderness ; nor were the

rest unmoved at this affecting scene, which Don
Diego did not quit without reluctance.

CHAPTER LXVn.
The Longest and the Last.

The nature of this visithad softened every heart, and

saddened every countenance ; and they walked in

solemn silence to the other side of the church-yard,

in order to regain their carriages ; when, at the

turning of the style, they saw a young woman, in

wretched attire, running out of a poor habitation,

wringing her hands in all the agony of despair.

Notwithstanding the distraction in her countenance,

and the meanness of her apparel, she discovered a

regularity of features, and a delicacy of air, which

did not at all correspond with the misery of her

equipage. These exhibitions of extreme distress

soon attracted the notice and compassion of our

companv, and Melvil's beauteous help-mate accost-

ing this forlorn damsel with a pity-breathing aspect,

asked the cause of her disorder.

" Alas ! dear lady," cried the other, with all the

emphasis of woe, "an unhappy gentleman now

breathes his last within this inhospitable hovel, amidst

such excess of misery as would melt the most flinty

bosom. What then must I feel, who am connected

with him bv the strongest ties of love and conjugal

affection?" " "Who is the unfortunate object?" said

the physician. " He was once well known in the

gay world," replied the young woman, " his name

is "Fathom." Every individual of the company

started at mention of that detested name. Serafina

began to tremble with emotion ; and Eenaldo, after

a short pause, declared he would go in, not with a

view to exult over his misery, but in order to con-

template the catastrophe of such a wicked life, that

the moral might be the more deeply engraved on

his remembrance. The young Countess, whose

tender heart could not bear the shock of such a

spectacle, retired to the coach with Madam Clement

and the Jew, while Renaldo, accompanied by the

rest, entered a dismal apartment, altogether void of

furniture and convenience, where they beheld the

wretched hero of these memoirs stretched almost

naked upon straw, insensible, convulsed, and seem-

ingly in the grasp of death. He was worn to the

bone either by famine or distemper ; his face was

overshadowed" with hair and filth ; his eyes were

sunk, glazed, and distorted ; his nostrils dilated ;
his

lips covered with a black slough; and his com-

plexion faded into a pale clay-colour, tending to a

yellow hue. In a word, the extremity of indigence,

squalor, and distress could not be more feelingly

represented.

While Melvil perused this melancholy lesson, and

groaning, cried, " Behold the fate of man!" he per-

ceived a letter in the right hand of the unfortunate

Fathom, which lay fast clenched across his breast.

Curious to know the contents of this paper, which

the young woman said he had kept in that position

for several days, he drew nearer the wretched couch,

and was not a little surprised to see it addressed to

the Eight Honourable Eenaldo Count de Melvil, to

the care of Mr. Joshua Manesseh, merchant in

London. When he attempted to disengage this

billet from the author's hand, the sorrowing female

fell upon her knees, entreating him to desist, and

telling him, she had promised, upon oath, to com-

municate the contents to no person upon earth, but

to carry the letter, upon her husband's decease, to

the gentleman to whose care it was directed.

Renaldo assured her, upon his honour, that he

was the very Eenaldo Count de Melvil, for whom
it was intended ; and the young creature was so

much confounded at this information, that, before

she could recollect herself, Melvil had opened the

billet, and read these words—" If this paper should

fall into the hands of the noble Eenaldo, he will

understand, that Fathom was the most execrable

traitor that ever imposed.upon unsuspecting bene-

volence, or attempted to betray a generous' bene-

factor. His whole life was a series of fraud, perfidy,

and the most abominable ingratitude. But, of all

the crimes that lay heavy upon his soul, his being

accessory to the death of the incomparable Serafina

whose father he had also robbed, was that for

which he despaired of Heaven's forgiveness, not-

withstanding the dreadful compunction and remorse

which have long preyed upon his heart, together

with the incredible misery and deplorable death

which by this time he hath undergone. Though

these sufferings and sorrows cannnot atone for his

enormous guilt, perhaps they will excite the com-

passion of the humane Count de Melvil ; at least,

this confession, which my conscience dictates under

all the terrors of death and futurity, may be a warn-

ing for him to avoid henceforth a smiling villain,

like the execrable Fathom, upon whose miserable

soul Almighty God have mercy."

Renaldo was deeply affected with the contents of

this scroll, which denoted such horror and despair.

He saw theie could be no dissimulation or sinister

design in this profession of penitence. He beheld

the condition of the writer, which put all his hu-

mane passions in commotion ; so that he remem-

bered nothing of Fathom but his present distress.

He could scarce maintain those indications which

might have been justly deemed the effect of weak-

ness and infirmity ; and having desired the phy-

sician and clergyman to contribute their assistance

for the benefit of that wretch's soul and body, he

ran to the coach, and communicated the letter to

the ladies; at the same time drawing a picture

of the object he had seen, which brought tears into

the eyes of the gentle Serafina, who earnestly en-

treated her lord to use his endeavours for the relief

and recovery of the unhappy man, that he might,

if possible, live to enjoy the benefit of mature re-

pentance, and not die in that dreadful despair which

he manifested in the letter.

Eenaldo, returning to the house, found the pious

clergyman reading pravers with great fervency,

while Don Diego stood with his right hand upon
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his breast, looking stedfastly upon the agonizing
Fathom, and the young woman kneeled, with her
streaming eyes lifted up to Heaven, in an ecstasy
of grief and devotion. The physician had run to
an apothecary's shop in the neighbourhood, from
whence he soon returned with an assistant, who
applied a large blister to the back of the miserable
patient, while the female, by the doctor's direction,

moistened his mouth with a cordial which he had
prescribed.

These charitable steps being taken, Count de
Melvil entreated the apothecary's servant to procure
a tent-bed for the accommodation of the sick per-
son with all imaginable despatch

; and, in less than
an hour, one was actually pitched, and Fathom
lifted into it, after he had been shifted, and in some
measure purified from the dregs of his indigence.
During this transaction the ladies were conducted
to a tavern not far off, where dinner was bespoke,
that they might be at hand to see the effect of their
charity, which was not confined to what we have
already described, but extended so far, that, in a
little time, the apartment was comfortably furnished,
and the young creature provided with change of
apparel, and money to procure the necessaries of
subsistence.

Notwithstanding all their care, the wretched
Fathom still remained insensible, and the doctor
pronounced a very unfavourable prognostic, while
he ordered a pair of additional vesicatories to be
laid upon his arms, and other proper medicines to
be administered. After dinner, the ladies ventured
to visit the place, and when Serafina crossed the
threshold, the weeping female fell at her feet, and,
kissing her robe, exclaimed, " Sure you are an
angel from heaven."
The alteration in her dress had made a very

agreeable change in her appearance, so that the
Countess could now look upon her without shud-
dering at her distress. And, as Fathom was not in
a condition to be disturbed, she took this opportunity
of inquiring by what steps that unfortunate wretch
was conveyed from the prison, in which she knew
he had been confined, to the place where he now lay
in such extremity ; and by what occurrence he had
found a wife in such an abyss of misfortune. Here
the other's tears began to flow afresh. "I am
ashamed," said she, "to reveal my own folly; yet I
dare not refuse a satisfaction of this kind to a person
who has laid me under such signal obligations."

She then proceeded to relate her story, by which
it appeared, she was no other than the fair and un-
happy Elinor, whom the artful Fathom had de-
bauched upon his first arrival in town, in the manner
already described in these memoirs. "Heaven,"
continued she, " was pleased to restore the use of
my reason, which I had lost when I found myself
abandoned by the Count

; but, all my connexion
with my own family being entirely cut off and every
door shut against a poor creature who could procure
no recommendation, except the certificate signed
by the physician of bedlam, which, instead of in-
troducing me to service, was an insurmountable
objection to my character

; I found myself des-
titute of all means of subsisting, unless I would
condescend to live the infamous and wretched life
of a courtezan, an expedient rendered palatable by
the terrors of want, cooperating with the reflection
of the irretrievable loss I had already sustained.
I ask pardon for offending your chaste ears with
this impure confession of my guilt, which, Heaven

knows, I then did, and now do look upon with ab-
horrence and detestation. I had already forfeited
my innocence, and wanted resolution to encounter
misery and death. Nevertheless, before I could
determine to embrace the condition of a prostitute,
I was one day accosted in the Park by an elderly
gentleman who sat down by me upon a bench, and,
taking notice of the despondence which was evident
in my countenance, pressed me to make him ac-
quainted with the nature of my misfortune. So
much sympathy and good sense appeared in his de-
portment and conversation, that I gratified his
request, and he, in return for my confidence, saved
me from the most horrible part of my prospect, by
taking me into his protection, and reserving me for
his own appetite. In this situation I lived a whole
year, until I was deprived of my keeper by an apo-
pletic fit, and turned out of doors by his relations,
who did not, however, strip me of the clothes and
moveables which I owed to his bounty. Far from
being as yet reconciled to a vicious life, I resolved
to renounce the paths of shame, and converting my
effects into ready money, hired a small shop,
and furnished it with haberdashery ware, intending
to earn an honest livelihood by the sale of these
commodities, together with the plain work in
which I hoped to be employed so soon as my
talents should be known. But this scheme did not
answer my expectation. The goods spoiled upon
my hands, and as I was a stranger in the neigh-
bourhood, nobody would intrust me with any other
business. So that, notwithstanding the most par-
simonious economy, I ran in debt to my landlord,
who seized my effects ; and an hosier from whom
I had received some parcels upon credit, took out
a writ against me, by virtue of which I was arrested
and imprisoned in the Marshalsea, where I found my
first seducer. Good Heaven ! what did I feel at this
unexpected meeting, overwhelmed as I was before
with my own distress ! I with a loud scream fainted
away, and when I recovered, found myself in the
arms of Mr. Fathom, who wept over me with great
affliction. All his prospects of gaiety had now
vanished, and his heart was softened by his own
misfortunes, to a feeling of another's woe, as well
as to a due sense of his own guilt. He expressed the
deepest sorrow for having been the occasion of my
ruin, endeavoured to comfort me with a promise
of assistance, and indeed, by practising medicine
among the_ prisoners, made shift to keep us both
from starving. But surely no sinner underwent
such severe remorse as that which he suffered
during his imprisonment. From the day of out-
meeting, I never once saw him smile ; a melancholy
cloud continually overhung his countenance. He
numbered the minutes by his groans, he used to
start with horror from his sleep, and, striking his
breast, would exclaim, " O Elinor ! I am the worst
of villains !" Sometimes he seemed disordered in
his brain, and raved about Eenaldo and Monimia.
In a word, his mind was in a dreadful situation,
and all his agonies were communicated to me,
whom by this time he had married, in order to
make some atonement for my wrongs. Wretched
as he then was. I remembered the accomplished
youth who had captivated my virgin heart, the old
impressions still remained, I saw his penitence,
pitied his misfortune, and his wife being dead, con-
sented to join his fate, the ceremony having been
performed by a fellow-prisoner, who was in orders.
Though his hard-hearted creditor had no other
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chance of being paid, than that of setting him at

liberty, he lent a deaf ear to all our supplications ;

and this cruelty conspiring with the anguish of my
husband's own reflection, affected his health and

spirits to such a degree, that he could no longer

earn the miserable pittance which had hitherto

supported our lives. Then our calamities began

to multiply. Indigence and famine stared us in

the face ; and it was with the utmost difficulty that

we resisted their attacks, by selling or pledging

our wearing apparel, until we were left almost

quite naked, when we found ourselves discharged

by au act passed for the relief of insolvent debtors.

This charitable law, which was intended for a con-

solation to the wretched, proved to us the most
severe disaster ; for we were turned out into the

streets, utterly destitute of food, raiment, and
lodging, at a time when Mr. Fathom was so

weakened by his distemper, that he could not stand

alone. I supported him from door to door, im-

ploring the compassion of charitable Christians,

and was at length permitted to shelter him in this

miserable place, where his disease gaining ground,

he lay three days in that deplorable condition, from
which he hath now been rescued, though I fear too

late, by your humanity and benevolence."
She shed a flood of tears at the conclusion of this

mournful tale, which did not fail to affect the whole
audience, especially Serafina, who assured her, that

whatever should happen to her husband, she might
depend upon finding favour and protection, pro-

vided her conduct should correspond with her pro-

fessions. While this grateful creature kissed the

hand of her kind benefactress, Fathom uttered a

groan, began to stir in the bed, and with a languid

voice called upon Elinor, who instantly withdraw-
ing the curtain, presented the whole company to

his view. He had now retrieved the use of his

perception by the operation of the blisters, which
began to torture him severely ; he looked around
him with amazement and affright, and distinguish-

ing the three persons against whom the chief ar-

rows of his fraud and treachery had been levelled,

he concluded that he was now arrived at the land
of departed souls, and that the shades of those whom
he had so grievously injured, were come to see

him tormented according to his demerits.

Fraught with this notion, which was confirmed
by the bodily pain which he felt, and the appear-

ance of the clergyman and Joshua, whom he mis-
took for the ministers of vengeance, he cried in a
tone replete with horror, " Is there no mercy then
for penitence ? Is there no pity due to the miseries

I suffered upon earth ? Save me, O bountiful

Heaven ! from the terrors of everlasting woe ; hide

me from these dreadful executioners, whose looks

are torture. Forgive me, generous Castilian. 0
Renaldo ! thou hadst once a tender heart. I dare
not lift my eyes to Serafina! that pattern ofhuman
excellence, who fell a victim to my atrocious guilt

;

yet her aspect is all mildness and compassion.
Hah ! are not these the drops of pity ? Yes, they
are the tears of mercy. They fall like refreshing

showers upon my drooping soul-! Ah, murdered
innocence ! wilt thou not intercede for thy betrayer
at the throne of grace

!"

Here he was interrupted by Melvil, who with a
grave and solemn air pronounced, " Great hath
been thy guilt, unhappy Ferdinand, and great have
been thy sufferings. Yet we come not to insult,

but to alleviate thy distress. Providence hath

kindly defeated thy dire intentions, which wc there-

fore now forgive and transmit to oblivion, whether
it be thy lot to yield up thy spirit immediately, or

to survive the dangerous malady with which thou

art at present overwhelmed. Suffer not thyself to

despair ; for the mercy of Heaven is infinite ; and
submit to the directions of this worthy gentleman,

who will employ his skill for thy recovery, while

we shall take care to furnish thee with necessary-

attendance. As too much speaking may be preju-

dicial to thy- health, I dispense with thy reply, and

exhort thee to compose thyself to rest." So saying,

he drew the curtain, and the company retired,

leaving Fathom entranced with wonder.

The next step which Renaldo took for the benefit

of this wretched penitent, was to send for the

apothecary, with whom he left a sum of money to

be expended for the convenience of Fathom and
his wife ; then he laid injunctions upon the physi-

cian to repeat his visits ; and that gentleman, toge-

ther with the clergyman and Joshua, taking leave

of the others till next day, the Count set out with

the ladies and his father-in-law to the house where

they had lodged the preceding night.

The reader may well imagine the conversation

of the evening turned wholly upon the strange oc-

currence of the day, which seemed to have been

concerted by supernatural prescience, in order to

satisfy the vengeance, and afford matter of triumph

to the generosity of those who had been so grievously

injured by the guilty Fathom. Though not one

of them would say that such a miscreant ought to

live, yet all concurred in approving the offices of

humanity which had been performed, and even en-

deavoured to find specious pretexts for vindicating

their compassion. Don Diego said, it would ill

become a transgressor like him to withhold his

forgiveness from a sinner who had wronged him.

Madam Clement appealed to the approbation of

Heaven, which had undoubtedly directed them that

way, for the purpose they had fulfilled. Serafina

observed, that the crimes of the delinquent were

obliterated by his sorrow, misery, and repentance.

Renaldo honestly owned, that, exclusive of other

reasons, he could not deny himself the luxurious

enjoyment of communicating happiness to his

fellow-creatures in distress ; and each fervently

prayed, that their charity might not be disappointed

by the death of the object.

While they amused themselves in these discus-

sions, Fathom, after having lain some hours silent,

in consequence of Renaldo's advice, could no longer

suppress the astonishment of his mind, but, address-

ing himself to his wife, " O Elinor !" said he, "my
delirium is now past ;

though I still remember the

phantasies of my distempered brain. Among other

reveries, my imagination was regaled with a vision

so perfect and distinct, as to emulate truth and

reality. Methought Count de Melvil, Don Diego

de Zelos, and the divine Serafina, the very persons

who are now crying before the throne of Heaven
for vengeance against the guilty Fathom, stood by

my bedside, with looks of pity and forgiveness ;

and that Renaldo spoke peace to my despairing

soul. I heard the words distinctly. I retain them

in my memory. I saw the tears trickle from Sera-

fina's" eyes. I heard her father utter a compassionate

sigh ; and should actually believe that they were

personally present, had not I long ago seen with

my own eyes the funeral procession of that young

lady, whose wrongs God pardon ; and were 1 not



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM.
convinced that such a meeting could not he effected
without the immediate and miraculous interposition
of Heaven. Yet every thing I now see corresponds
with the words of Eenaldo, which still sounds in
my ears. When my perception forsook me, I lay
in the most abject misery, among straw ; and thou,
poor injured innocence, wast naked and forlorn.
Now, I find myself reposed in a warm, easy, com-
fortable bed. I see around me the marks of human
charity and care, and the favourable change in thy
appearance glads my poor dejected heart. Say,
whence this happy alteration ? Do I really awake
from that dream of misery in which we have con-
tinued so long ? or do I still utter the extravagant
ravings of a distempered brain ?"

Elinor was afraid of imparting at once all the
particulars of the happy change he had under-
gone, lest they might leave a dangerous impression
upon his fancy, which was not yet duly composed.
She contented herself, therefore, with telling him,
that he had been obliged to the humanity of a gen-
tleman and lady, who chanced to pass that way by
accident, and who, understanding his deplorable
case, had furnished him with the conveniences
which he now enjoyed. She then presented to him
what the doctor had directed her to administer,
and admonishing him to commit his head to the
pillow, he was favoured with a breathing sweat, fell
fast asleep, and in a few hours waked again alto-
gether cool and undisturbed.

It was upon this occasion that his wife explained
the circumstances of that visit which had redeemed
him from extremity of wretchedness and the jaws
of death; upon which he started up, and throwing
himself upon his knees, exclaimed, "All gracious
Power

!
this was the work of thy own bounteous

hand
;
the voice of my sorrow and repentance hath

been heard. Thou hast inspired my benefactors
with more than mortal goodness in my behalf;
how shall I praise thy name ! how shall I requite
their generosity

! O I am bankrupt to both ! yet
let me not perish until I shall have convinced them
of my reformation, and seen them enjoying that
felicity which ought to be reserved for such con-
summate virtue."

Next day, in the forenoon, he was visited by the
physician, whom he now recollected to have seen
at the house of Madam Clement ; and after having
thanked that gentleman for his humanity and care,
he earnestly begged to know by what means Sera-
fina had been preserved. When he was satisfiedm this particular, and given to understand that she
was now happy in the arms of Eenaldo, " Blessed
be God !" he cried, " for having defeated the villany
of him who sought to part such lovers. Dear Sir,
will you add one circumstance to your charity, and
bear to that happy couple, and the noble Don
IJiego, the respects and the remorse of a sincere
penitent, whom their compassion hath raised to
life. I have been such a traitor to them, that my
words deserve no regard. I will not therefore use
professions. I dare not hope to be admitted into
their presence. I am indeed ashamed to see the
light of the sun. How then could I bear the looks
of that injured family? ah, no! let me hide myself
in some obscure retreat, where I may work out my
salvation with fear and trembling, and pray inces-
santly to Heaven for their prosperity."
The physician promised to represent his contri-

uon to the Count and his lady, and according
proceeded to their habitation, where he repeated
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these expressions, and pronounced his patient out
of danger. So that their thoughts were now em-
ployed in concerting a scheme for his future sub-
sistence, that he might not be exposed by indigence
to a relapse in point of morals. Eenaldo being
still averse to any personal intercourse with such a
wretch, until he should give some undoubted proofs
of amendment, and as yet afraid of intrusting him
with any office that required integrity, resolved,
with the approbation of all present, to settle him in
a cheap county in the north of England, where he
and his wife could live comfortably on an annuity
of sixty pounds, until his behaviour should entitle
him to a better provision.

This resolution was just taken, when Joshua
arrived with a gentleman whom he introduced to
Don Diego as the secretary of the Spanish Ambas-
sador. After the first compliments, the stranger
told the Castilian, that he waited upon him at the
desire of his excellency, who would have come in
person, had he not been confined by the gout.
Then he put into his hand a letter from the court
of Madrid, written by a nobleman of Diego's ac-
quaintance, who informed him, that Don Manuel
de Mendoza having made away with himself by
poison, in order to avoid the disgrace of a leal
conviction, his Catholic Majesty was now convinced
of Don Diego's innocence, and granted him leave
to return and take possession of his honours and
estate. This information was confirmed by the
secretary, who assured him that the ambassador
had orders to make him acquainted with this favour-
able decision of the king. The Castilian having
first acquitted himself in the most polite terms to
the secretary and the Jew, who, he said, had always
been a messenger of glad tidings, communicated
his happiness to the company; and this evening
concluded the third day of their rejoicing.
Next morning Don Diego went to visit the am-

bassador, accompanied by Joshua and the secretary

;

while the physician repairing to the habitation of
Fathom, signified, by Eenaldo's direction, the reso-
lution which had been taken in his behalf; and the
patient no sooner heard his doom, than lifting up
his hands, he cried, "I am unworthy of such ten-
derness and benevolence." While Elinor shed a
flood of tears in silence, unable to give utterance to
her grateful thought; Melvil's bounty having so
far transcended her most sanguine hope.
The Spaniard having paid his devoirs to his

excellency, returned before dinner; and, in the
afternoon, desiring a private conference with Sera-
fina, they retired into another apartment, and he
expressed himself to this effect : " You have con-
tracted, my dear child, an habit of calling Madam
Clement your mother, and doubtless, by her mater-
nal tenderness and regard, she hath acquired a just
title to the appellation. Yet I own I would fain
strengthen it by a legal claim. I no sooner re-
trieved my daughter than I gave her away to the
most deserving youth that ever sighed with love.—
I rejoice in the gift which secured your happiness.
But I left myself in a solitary situation, which even
the return of my good fortune cannot render easy
and supportable. When I revisit the castle of
Zelos, every well-known object will recall the
memory of my Antonia, and I shall want a com-
panion to fill her place, and to sympathise with me
in that sorrow which will be derived from my
remembrance. Who is there so worthy to succeed
your mother in the affection of Doe Diego, as she
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•who interests her love for Serafina, and resembles

her so strongly in very virtue of the sex? Similar

attractions will produce similar effects. My heart

is already attached to that good lady ; and, pro-

vided Serafina shall approve of my choice, I will

lay myself and fortune at her feet."

The fair Countess replied, -with an enchanting

smile, that, before this declaration, she had with

pleasure perceived the progress which Madam
Clement had made in his heart ; and that she did

not believe there was a person upon earth better

qualified to repair the loss he had sustained; though

she foresaw one obstacle to his happiness, which

she was afraid would not be easily surmounted.
" You mean," answered the Castilian, " the dif-

ference of religion, which I am resolved to remove

by adopting the Protestant faith ;
though I am

fully satisfied that real goodness is of no particular

persuasion, and that salvation cannot depend upon

belief, over which the will has no influence. I

invest you, therefore, with the charge of declaring

my passion and proposal, and empower you to

satisfy her scruples with regard to the religion

which I now profess, and which I shall not openly

relinquish, until I shall have secured, in this country,

effects sufficient to screen me from the ill con-

sequences of my king's displeasure."

Serafina undertook this office with pleasure, be-

cause she had reason to think his addresses would
not be disagreeable to Madam Clement ; and that

same night made the Count acquainted with the

nature of her commission. Nor was her expecta-

tion disappointed. The French lady, with that

frankness which is peculiar to virtue and good

breeding, confessed that Don Diego was not indif-

ferent to her choice, and did not hesitate in receiving

him upon the footing of a lover.—As we have

already dwelt circumstantially on the passion of

love, so as perhaps even to have tired our readers,

we shall not repeat the dialogue that passed, when
the Spaniard was indulged with an opportunity to

explain his sentiments. Suffice it to observe, that

the lady's days of coquetry were now over, and

that she was too wise to trifle with the time, which

every moment became more and more precious.

It was agreed then, that Don Diego should settle

his affairs in Spain, and return to England, in order

to espouse Madam Clement, with a view to fix his

residence in this island, where Renaldo likewise

proposed to enjoy the sweets of his fortune, provided

he could draw hither his interests and connexions.

Meanwhile, having for some days enjoyed his

bliss with all the fulness of rapture amidst this

small but agreeable society, he shifted the scene,

and conducted his dear partner to a ready furnished

house in town, which, together with an occasional

equipage, his friend Joshua had hired for the

accommodation of him and his father-in-law, who,

during his stay in England, failed not to cultivate

the mistress of his heart with the most punctual

assiduity. Hitherto Serafina had been as a precious

jewel locked up in a casket, which the owner alone

had an opportunity to contemplate. But now the

Count, who was proud of such a prize, resolved to

let her shine forth to the admiration of the whole
world. With this view he bespoke such ornaments
as befitted her quality, and, while the mantua-
makers were employed in her service, made a tour

among his former acquaintance, and discharged the

obligations under which he lay to some who had
assisted him in his distress. He did not, however,

introduce them to his charming Serafina; because
not one of them had formerly treated her with that

delicacy of regard which he thought her due ; and
some of them were much mortified at their neglect,

when they saw what a dazzling figure she made in

the beau monde.
She was visited by the Spanish and Imperial am-

bassadors, and divers other foreigners of distinction,

to whom Melvil had letters of recommendation. But
her first public appearance was in a box at the opera,

accompanied by Madam Clement, the count, and
Don Diego. The entertainment was already begun,

so that her entrance had the greater effect upon the

audience, whose attention was soon detached from
the performance, and rivetted upon this amiable

apparition, which seemed to be some bright being

of another world dropped from the clouds among
them. Then did the spirit of curiosity play its part.

A thousand whispers circulated ; as many glasses

were exalted to reconnoitre this box of foreigners,

for such they concluded them to be from their

appearance. Every male spectator acknowledged

Serafina to be the paragon of beauty ; and every

female confessed, that Melvil was the model of a

fine gentleman. The charms of the young countess

did not escape the eye and approbation of royalty

itself; and when her rank was known, from the

information of the ambassadors and other people of

condition who were seen saluting her at a distance,

that same evening a thousand bumpers were swal-

lowed in honour of the Countess de Melvil. The
fame of her beauty was immediately extended over

this immense metropolis, and different schemes

were concerted for bringing her into life. These,

however, she resisted with unwearied obstinacy.

Her happiness centered in Eenaldo, and the culti-

vation of a few friends within the shade of domestic

quiet. She did not even forget the concerns of the

wretched Fathom and his faithful Elinor, who daily

enjoyed fresh instances of her humanity and care.

When his fever forsook him, he was supplied with

nourishing food for the recovery of his health ; and

as soon as he found himself in a condition to travel,

he gave notice to his benefactor, who desired Joshua

to settle with him the manner in which he was to

receive his allowance, and to pay the first half

year's salary per advance.

This affair being adjusted, and the place of his

retreat signified, the Jew told Elinor, that she might

wait upon the Coimtess before their departure ; and

she did not fail to make use of this permission.

After they had made the necessary preparations

for their journey, and taken places in the York
stage-coach, Mrs. Fathom, clothing herself in decent

apparel, went to the house of Count Melvil, and

was immediately admitted to the presence of Sera-

fina, who received her with her usual complacency,

enriched her with salutary advice, comforted her

with the hope of better things, provided her con-

duct and that of her husbaud should henceforth be

found irreproachable ; and wishing her peace and

happiness, presented her with a box of linen, and

twenty guineas in a purse. Such excessive goodness

overpowered this sensible young woman to such a

degree, that she stood before her in speechless awe

and veneration ; and the Countess, in order to relieve

her from the confusion under which she suffered,

quitted the room, leaving her to the care of her

woman. It was not long, however, before her

gratitude broke out in loud exclamations and a

violent passion of tears, which all her efforts could
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not, for a while, overcome. By this time the coach
was brought up to the gate for the reception of
Serafina, who took an airing every day at the same
hour; when Eenaldo, leading her to the vehicle,
beheld a man plainly dressed standing within the
court, with his head and body bent towards the
earth, so that his countenance could not be perceived.

Melvil, who supposed him to be some unfortunate
man come to implore his charity, turned towards
him, and asked with a humane accent, if he wanted
to speak with any person in the house ? To this
interrogation the stranger replied, without lifting
up his head, " Overwhelmed as I am with Count
Melvil's generosity, together with a consciousness
of my own unworthiness, it ill becomes a wretch
like me to importune him for further favour

; yet I
could not bear the thought of withdrawing, perhaps
for ever, from the presence of my benefactor, with-
out soliciting his permission to see his face in mercy,
to acknowledge my atrocious crimes, to hear my
pardon confirmed by his voice, and that of his
accomplished countess, whom I dare not even at a
distance behold ; and to express my fervent wish
for their prosperity."

Melvil, whose heart was but too tender, coidd
not hear this address without emotion. He recog-
nised the companion of his infancy and youth ; he
remembered the happy scenes he had enjoyed with
Fathom, whose voice had always such an effect
upon his ear, as to excite the ideas of friendship
and esteem

; and he was disturbed by this unex-
pected meeting, which also discomposed the beau-
teous Serafina. Eenaldo having paused a little,
" It is with pain," said he, "I recollect any thing to
the prejudice of Fathom, whose future behaviour
will, I hope, erase the memory of his offences, and
justify what other steps I may take in his favour.
Meanwhile I heartily forgive what is past ; and, in
token of my sincerity, present my hand :" which
our adventurer bathed with Iris tears. The Countess.
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whose mind was in unison with her husband, repeated
her assurances of pardon and protection

; at which
the penitent rejoiced in silence, while he raised his
head and took a parting view of those charms
which had formerly enslaved his heart.
Having thus obeyed the dictates of his duty and

inclination, he next morning embarked in the stage-
coach, with his faithful Elinor, and in six days
arrived at the place of his retreat, which he found
extremely well adapted to the circumstances of his
mind and fortune. For all his vice and ambition
was now quite mortified within him, and his whole
attention engrossed in atoning for his former crimes,
by a sober and penitent life, by which alone he
could deserve the uncommon generosity of his
patrons.

While he thus accommodated himself to his new
system, Eenaldo received letters of congratulation
from his sister, who with the Major had come to
Brussels, in order to meet her brother and Serafina,
according to his proposal. This intimation being
communicated to Don Diego, he resolved to ac-
company them to Flanders, in his way to Spain.
Preparations were made for their departure; the
clergyman and physician were honoured with
valuable marks of friendship and esteem from the
Countess, Eenaldo, and the Castilian, who were
convoyed to Deal by Madam Clement, to whom, at
parting, Don Diego presented a diamond ring, as a
pledge of his inviolable love.

Here the travellers hired a vessel for Ostend,
which they reached in a few hours ; in two days
more they arrived at Brussels, where Mrs. Farrel
and her husband were struck with admiration at
the surprising beauty and accomplishment of their
sister-in-law, whom they caressed with equal ten-
derness and joy.—In a word, all parties were as
happy as good fortune could make them ; and Don
Diego set out for Spain, after they had agreed to
reside in the Low Countries till his return.

AN ACCOUNT OF

THE EXPEDITION AGAINST CARTHAGENA,
IN THE WEST INDIES,

BESIEGED BY THE ENGLISH IN THE YEAR 1741.

ENGLANDhavingd eelared war against Spain, in the
year 1739, the government resolved to distress the
enemy by attacking their possessions in the West
Indies

; and for that purpose, a plan was proposed
by Colonel Spotswood, governor of Virginia, in
consequence of which, he was empowered to raise
a regiment of Americans, consisting of four batta-
lions, to serve under his command against the
Spaniards

; but he dying before the scheme could
be put in execution, this regiment was given to
Colonel Gooch, who succeeded him in the govern-
ment of that colony.

The lieutenants were appointed in England, at
the recommendation of Lord Cathcart, who com-
manded all the land forces on the intended expedi-
tion ; and he chose for this service young gentle-
men offamily, chiefly North Britons, who had learned
the rudiments of the military art in Holland and

other foreign services, and consequently were the
better qualified to discipline a new raised regiment.
These had commissions signed by his majesty's
own hand, but the captains and ensigns were ap-
pointed by the governors of the different provinces
in which the companies were levied, according to a
power vested in them by the king for that purpose.
While these officers were employed in raising and

disciplining the companies in North America, six
regiments of marines were levied in England, by
means of draughts made from the foot-guards ; the
command of them bestowed upon gentlemen of
character and capacity for military operations, and
all possible pains taken to render them immediately
fit for service in the West Indies, to which the seat
of war was to be transferred. A squadron was
equipped, and actually sailed under the auspices of
Commodore Anson for the South Seas, in order to

i I
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harass the Spaniards on the coast of Chili and

Peru, and if possible, to establish a correspondence

across the Isthmus of Darien, -with the fleet and
army destined for Carthagena, so as to coopeater

for the advantage of the nation.

The marine regiments being 'well disciplined, and

having for some time encamped in the Isle of

Wight, were embarked on board of eighty trans-

ports, with all sorts of warlike utensils that might

he necessary in the expedition ; and detachments

from three "old regiments were sent on board of the

men of war appointed to join Admiral Vernon on

the same service. These were,

The Russell,

Turbay,

Cumberland,
Boyne,
Princess Amelia,
Chichester,

Norfolk,
Shrewsbury,
Princess Caroline,

Suffolk,

Buckingham,
Orf.rd,

Prince Frederick,

Prince of Orange,
Lion,
Weymouth,
Superb,
Montague,
Deptford,
Jersey,

Aususta,
Dunkiik,
Ripon,
York,
Lichfield,

.Etna, -\

Firebrand, /

Juris. Commanders.

{Sir Chaloner Ogle, Rear Ad-
miral of the Blue,

Captain Xorris.

(Captain Gascoyne. having
80 ! on board Lord Cathcart,

( General of the land-forces.

80 Captain Stewart.
80 Commodore Lestock.
80 Commodore Hemmington.
80 Captain Robert Trevor.
SO Captain Graves.
80 Captain Townshend.
SO Captain Griffin.

'0 Captain Davies.
TO Captain Mitchel.
70 Lord Augustus Fitzroy
"0 Lord Aubrey Beauclerc.
'0 Captain Osborne.
60 Captain Cotteril.

60 Captain Kno» les.

60 Captain Harvey.
60 Captain Chalmers.
60 Captain Mostyn.
60 Captain Lawrence.
60 Captain Dennison.
60 Captain Cooper.
00 Captain Jolitf

60 Captain Coates.
50 Captain (,'leav eland.

PhaHon, \ tk, evi
Vesuvius, ?

Rre Sh, Ps

Flame,
Vulcan, /

Two bomb ketches, and hospital-ship, store ships, Src.

This noble fleet sailed from St. Helen's on Sunday,
October the 26th, in the year 1740, with a fine

breeze at east north-east, which continued till

Friday the 31st, when the weather looked squally

astern, and at night it blew a hard gale ; and
this, in the morning of Saturday, November
the 1st, increased to a violent storm, which did

abundance of damage to several ships, splitting sails,

carrying away masts, and throwing every thing in

confusion.

The author of this account, who was on board

of one of the largest ships in the fleet, says, he was
waked early in the morning, by a dreadful concert,

produced from the clanking of chain-pumps, the

creaking of gun-carriages, the cracking of cabins

strained by the violent motion, the dashing ofthe sea,

the howling of the wind, the rattling of the rigging,

and the confused clamours of six hundred men,
running up and down the deck in confusion.

Nor was the eye more agreeably entertained than

the ear : for, when he got up, and mounted the

accommodation ladder, he found the prospect alto-

gether dismal. Of all the fleet, seven sail only were
to be seen, and of these, two had lost their masts,
while the others scudded under reefed main-sails

;

the billows were incredibly vast and tremendous
;

there was nothing to be seen on board but tumult,

uproar, and dismay ; the ship pitched with such

violence, that the masts quivered like slender twigs

a cask of water broke lrom its lashings on deck
and maimed sixteen men before it could be staved

;

the mainsail was split into a thousand tatters, and
the yard being manned to bend another in its room,

one of the braces gave way with such a shock, as

threw four men over-board, two ofwhom were lost,

while the knee of a fifth was crushed in a terrible

manner between the beril and the mast.

Nevertheless, the wind being fair, they made
shift to lie their course under a balanced mizen,

going at a great rate ; and on Monday at nooD,

though the weather was still very boisterous, with

rain and hail, forty sail of the fleet appeared in

sight, and from this period assembled again gradu-

ally. On Saturday the 8th, the Orford gave chase

to a vessel plying to the eastward, and brought her

into the fleet under French colours. On Monday
Captain Lestock and Captain Hemmington hoisted

broad blue pendants as commodores ; and on Wed-
nesday the line of battle was altered, because the

Cumberland was still missing, since the storm of

the 1st of November. All Monday the 17th, it

rained and blew very hard : next day, the weather

being mild, all hands diverted themselves with

striking dolphins, which are a beautiful species of

fish, as they swim along-side, and when first caught,

exhibit a charming variety of bright colours. They
are in continual pursuit of the flying-fish, which is

about the size and make of a herring, furnished

with membranous fins, by means of which it rises

above the surface, and flies a considerable space in

order to avoid its persecutors.

On "Wednesday the 19th, the wind proved con-

trary, though in those latitudes where it generally

blows from the east during the whole year.

On Tuesday the 25th, a man, belonging to the

Chichester, jumped overboard and drowned him-

self, in resentment for having undergone the shame-

ful discipline of the ship for vermin. The weather

growing sultry and calm about this time, began to

produce ardent fevers among the men, and, in a

few days, the fleet became very sickly ; but nothing

material occurred.

Friday, December the 19th, after having lain to

several nights, on the supposition of their being in

the neighbourhood of land, they sailed along the

coast of Martinique, Guadaloupe, and Marigalante,

islands possessed by the French, and came to an-

chor in the bay of Dominica, which is a neutral

island, though some parts of it were settled by

French adventurers. The very day after their

arrival at this island, the expedition sustained an

irreparable loss, by the death of Charles Lord Cath-

cart, a nobleman of distinguished valour, capacity,

and experience in the military art, whose character

was in all respects truly amiable, and whose fate

was universally regretted, more especially as he

was succeeded in command by Brigadier-general

Wentworth, an officer who bad neither knowledge,

weight, nor self-confidence sufficient to conduct an

enterprise of such importance.

The fleet remained seven days at Dominica, for

the convenience of wooding and watering, during

which period, tents were pitched along shore for

the accommodation of the sick ; and those afflicted

with the scurvy recovered in a surprising manner,

solely from their enjoying the land air, and plenty

of fresh water ; for the island produced no other

refreshments, although the soil is fertile, and natu-

rally abounds with lime, lemon, and orange trees

;
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but the bloom had been destroyed by a hurricane,
and the few planters who were on the island, had
removed their provisions and stock, for fear of
being plundered by the English.
On Friday the 26th, the whole fleet sailed from

Dominica, and next day passed by Montserrat and
JNevis, which saluted the Admiral with their cannon,
and afforded a pleasant prospect of green, fruitful
fields, level towards the shore, and swelling up into
mountains farther in the country.
On Saturday, they arrived at St. Christopher's,

and anchored in Basse-Terre road, where they
found his Majesty's ship, the Leostoff, and a good
number of vessels, which had parted from them in
the storm, rendezvoused here, in pursuance of their
instructions. Next day the Admiral proceeded on
his voyage, with fair weather, sailing in sight of
the verdant islands of Sabe, Santa-Cruz, Porto-
Kico, and Hispaniola, the fleet being by this time
increased to one hundred and eighteen sail, till the
afternoon of Wednesday, January the 7th, when
they descried five large ships towards the shore.
The Admiral immediately made signal for the

Orford, the Prince Frederick, the Weymouth, the
-Dunkirk, and the York, to give chase, while he
and the fleet continued their course for Jamaica
I hey accordingly came up with the five ships
which were French men-of-war; and Lord Au-
gustus Fitzroy, who commanded the Orford, ordered
their Commodore to hoist out his boat and come
aboard. This order the French captain refusing
to obey, his lordship gave him a broadside, and a
very obstinate engagement ensued. The two squa-
drons being equally matched, fought all night with
equal courage

; and, in the morning, the English
commodore seeing French colours displayed, hailed
his antagonist, and pretended he had mistaken them
for Spaniards

; the battle was forthwith suspended
mutual compliments passed, and having treated each
other with great marks of politeness, they parted
with the loss of about one hundred men killed on
each side, among whom was Captain England, of
the marines, a worthy gentleman, and a gallant
officer.

c

Meanwhile, Sir Chaloner, with the rest of the
fleet, sailed along the coast of Jamaica, from
whence a pilot came on board, and on Friday the
9th, conducted them safely into the harbour of
Port-Royal, where they found Admiral Vernon
•with his squadron; and the regiment of North
Americans were by this time arrived, and quar-
tered ashore.

While measures were taking for embarkino- this
corps, and supplying the ships with proper refresh-
ments, provision, and other necessaries, a council
of war was held at Governor Trelawney's house in
bpamsh Town, in which it was resolved, that the
whole fleet should beat up to windward, and observe
the motions of the French squadron, commanded
by the Marquis d'Antin, then lying in the harbour
of Fort Louis, in the island of Hispaniola.

Accordingly, a body of negroes, raised by the
governor, being put on board, the fleet sailed from
.Fort-Royal harbour, in three divisions ; the first of
which, under the command of Sir Chaloner O^le
weighed on the 22d day of January; the second'
commanded by Commodore Lestock, sailed on the
26th

;
and Admiral Vernon, with the third divi-

sion, took his departure on the 31st; when the
three squadrons joining, plyed to windward, and
on the i thof February, made Cape Tiberoon, where
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he was joined by the Wolf sloop, -which he had
previously detached for intelligence. Captain Dan-
dridge, the commander of this vessel, gave him to
understand, that he had looked into Port Louis,
and seen nineteen ships of war, one of which carried
a flag at the main-top-mast head.

In consequence of this information, the fleet
steered for the isle of Vache, and coming to anchor
about two leagues to the westward of Port Louis,
on the 12th, Captain Laws, of the Spence sloop,
was sent to reconnoitre the harbour, and pretty
nearly confirmed the report of Dandridge.
Next day, Admiral Vernon, accompanied by

General Wentworth, went in a barge, and sounded
the depth of water between the isle of Vache and
Hispaniola; and, on the 14th, Mr. Wentworth re-
connoitred in person, from the Spence sloop, which
had no sooner opened the harbour of Port Louis,
than he plainly perceived that all the ships were
merchantmen, mostly unrigged, except one frigate
of forty guns ; and that the supposed flag was no
other than the white gable end of a house, in a line
with the main-top-mast of this vessel. As a French
officer had come off with a message from the go-
vernor, on the 14th, and was not admitted to the
admiral, Mr. Vernon now sent Captains Boscawen
and Knowles to make an apology for having de-
clined seeing that gentleman ; to know what his
proposals were, and to ask leave to wood and water
in the bay. They returned with a polite answer,
and brought an account of the Marquis d'Antin's
having sailed for Europe, on the 26th day of Jan-
uary

; a circumstance which was confirmed by the
arrival of Captain Renton, in the Experiment, who
had been cruising some time off Hispaniola. Fe-
bruary the 16th, it was resolved, in a general coun-
cil of war, that the fleet should, with all expedition,
wood and water in Iros, Tiberoon, and Donna Maria
bays, and thence proceed directly to Carthagena.
During the seven days which werethus employed,

detachments from the American regiment and the
negroes were daily sent ashore to cut fascines
and pickets

; and the Weymouth, Experiment, and
Spence sloop, under the command of Captain
Knowles, detached beforehand to sound Punta
Canoa Bay, about two leagues to the windward
of Carthagena.
February the 26th, the whole fleet was under

sail, to the number of one hundred and twenty-four
and in the evening of Wednesday, March the 4th'
anchored in Playa Grande, between the town of
Carthagena and Point Canoa ; the small frigates and
nreships were ordered to lie in a fine along the
shore, as if the design had been to carry on the
operations to the windward of the town ; and this
feint had such an effect upon the enemy, that they
drew their forces from the remoter parts, and began
to intrench themselves where they seemed mostly
threatened by the danger. The Dunkirk, Expe-
riment, and Spence sloop, were immediately de-
spatched to leeward to sound the coast of Tierra
Bomba, as far as Boca-Chica, or entrance into the
harbour, which was pitched upon as the first scene
of action. March the 5th, a council of war was held
to settle the distribution of plunder, according to
his Majesty's instructions. Next day, the general
went on board of the Lion to reconnoitre the shore
and forts, on Tierra Bomba, when the swell was so
great, that she rolled away her main-mast, and was
in the utmost danger of perishing. A disposition
was immediately formed for landing the troops

5
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and in the morning of the 9th, Sir Chaloner Ogle

proceeded, with his division, to destroy the small

forts of St. Jago and St. Philip, which might other-

wise have annoved the troops in landing, and hin-

dered the fleet from anchoring near the shore.

This piece of service was very effectually per-

formed by the Norfolk, Captain Graves ;
the Kus-

sel Captain Norris ; and the Shrewsbury, Captain

Townshend; for, after a brisk cannonading, the

enemy were, before the evening, compelled to aban-

don the forts. Nor was this success attained without

some loss ; for the Shrewsbury's cable being cut by

a shot, she fell to leeward before they could let go

another anchor ; and being exposed to the fare ot

Boea-Chica, and a fascine battery, she received

considerable damage in her hull and rigging, be-

sides the loss of sixty men killed or wounded;

whereas her two consorts did not lose above ten.

All obstruction being thus removed, Lieutenant

Colonel Cochrane landed with the grenadiers that

same evening, and took possession of the forts:

the bomb-ketches began to play upon the castle ot

Boea-Chica; and next morning the grenadiers

were formed on the beach, to cover the landing of

the rest of the army, which was effected without

opposition ;
though the troops were obliged to he

that night upon their arms.
.

On the 11th, the negroes, tools, and tents being

put ashore, the ground was cleared, the tents were

pitched, and the troops put under cover from the

night dews, which are very dangerous in that

climate. A coupure was made through the woods,

to cut off the communication between the city and

forts at the harbour's mouth, and another opening

towards the fort of Boea-Chica, which they in-

tended to batter in breach from a fascine battery,

raised under the directions of Mr. Moor, the prin-

cipal engineer, a man of capacity and experience.

He, at the same time, planned out a mortar battery,

defended from the enemy's fire by casks filled with

sand, which began to play upon the castle on the

13th, in conjunction with the bomb-ketches.

As for the great gun battery, it could not be

finished with such expedition ; for the workmen

were not only galled by the shot of the enemy, who

fired with great vigour, but so relaxed by the heat

of the climate, that they could not bear much

fatigue ; and the negroes, upon whose labour there

was great dependence, were so intimidated by the

fire from Boea-Chica, that they threw down their

burdens, and fled at the report of every gun.

For these reasons, the engineer represented to

the council of war, that the work could not be

carried on in a proper manner, without a reinforce-

ment of one thousand six hundred men added to

the troops already landed ; and as there was a

number of soldiers still on board of the fleet, the

general demanded this supply ;
which the admiral

refused, on the supposition that such a reinforcement

could not be necessary.

March the 17 th, when the parapet of the battery

was raised almost up to the embrasures, the land

officers, in a council of war, agreed to solicit the

assistance of the admiral in destroying a. fascine

battery on the other side of the harbour, called the

Barradera, from which they had received consider-

able damage and interruption ; and in compliance

with this request, a detachment of three hundred

sailors, supported bv a body of the soldiers that still

remained on board of the fleet, were conveyed

thither at night in boats, under the command of

Captains Boscawen, Watson, Coats,Washington, Mr.

Murray, and Lieutenant Forrest, who attacked the

battery with great valour, repulsed the enemy, and

spiked up the cannon.

On the 19th, an epaulement was raised on the

left of the great gun battery, to cover it from the

fire of the enemy's ships of war, which were moored

between the forts of Boea-Chica and St. Joseph, so

as entirely to block up the entrance of the harbour;

and that same day the enemy were perceived at

work in repairing the Barradera battery, which

having been imperfectly demolished, was soon in a

condition to renew its fire, and anroy our troops ;

so that the admiral ordered a sixty-gun ship to beat

it down ; but her efforts had little effect.

March 22d, the battery being finished, began

early in the morning to play upon the fort of Boca-

Chica * with four-and-twenty great guns, and forty

small mortars and cohorns, that fired alternately

with good effect ; and the enemy returned the fire

with great vigour from the castle, the fascine

battery on the Barradera side, and their shipping.

Next day, Commodore Lestock, who lay with his

squadron to the windward of the whole fleet, hoisted

a broad red pendant, and weighed anchor m the

Boyne. and with the Princess Amelia, the Prince

Frederic, Hampton-Court, Suffolk, and Tilbury,

went in to cannonade the forts of Boea-Chica, St.

Joseph, the Spanish men of war, and the Barradera

battery. As the commodore sailed along the whole

line of the fleet, all the ships were manned to do

him honour ;
every vessel saluted him with three

cheers as he passed, and all the music played

« Britons strike Home." This squadron having

run in as near the forts as possible, each ship clapped

a spring on her cable, and a terrible cannonading

ensued ; as the reader may easily conceive, when

he is informed that above five hundred great guns,

besides a great number of bombs and cohorns,

were incessantly plyed during the best part of the

day. In the evening they were called off, after

having sustained considerable loss, and next morn-

ing renewed their fire with fresh alacrity ;
though

their shot did very little execution among the

enemy and had no effect at all on the face of the

western bastion, which was battered in breach

from the land-battery. In this engagement Lord

Aubrey Beauclerc, who commanded the Prince

Frederic, lost his life, and was universally regretted

:

and Mr. Moor, the chief engineer, was killed ashore

on the battery, to the great prejudice of the ex-

pedition. In the evening, another detachment ot

sailors and soldiers, commanded by Captain \\ atson,

was transported in boats to the Barradera shore, and

burned the battery without opposition, together

with a sloop which lay on the other side of a neck

of land, and supplied it with necessaries and am-

munition. „ , , . j

Meanwhile the English battery fired night and

day without intermission, till the 25th, when the

breach being reported practicable by an engineer,

who had been sent to reconnoitre, it was resolved,

in a council of war, to make the attack that same

evening A disposition was instantly made and com-

municated to the admiral, who, in order to make a

. The enemy having neglected to clear away i he

>

the neighbourhood of Boea-Chica, the English eneineertM*

advantage of the omission, to screen the workmen who wew

IpCed in raising the battery- for as the Shards>**£
see them, they could not properly direct tl.e.rfue and_t*e

battery being finished, the trees were "mediately

down ; so that it rose to the view like the effects of magic.
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favourable diversion, agreed to send his boats well
manned and armed, under the command of Captain
Knowles, to make an attempt upon Fort St. Joseph
and the Spanish ships, while the land forces should
he employed in storming the breach of Boca-Chica.
1 hese precautions being taken, the troops advanced
to the assault about five in the afternoon. A
Serjeant and twelve grenadiers, accompanied by
thirty volunteers, composed the forlorn hope ; these
were followei by two hundred and sixty grenadiers,
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Macleod

; then
came Colonel Daniel, at the head of five hundred
men, and some small parties, carrying scaling-
ladders, pick-axes, &c. to be used if necessity
should require. They again were sustained by five
hundred men, under the command of Lieutenant-
Colonel Cochrane ; and Mr. Blakeney, brigadier of
the day, had the direction of the attack.

Three bombs, fired from the battery, gave the
signal for putting them in motion

; upon which a
volley of round shot was poured in upon the breach,
and this succeeded by another of grape-shot, which
obliged the sentinels upon the walls to put them-
selves under cover, and contributed to their not
perceiving the troops when they first moved to the
attack. But, before they reached the foot of the
walls, they heard the Spanish drums beating to
arms

; the top of the breach was manned, and the
enemy's ships, and Fort St. Joseph, began to firew Lth grape-shot upon the assailants, though with
very little effect ; but the commandant, Don Bias,
bemg on board one of the ships, the garrison were
struck with a panic, and fled with precipitation out
of the gate as soon as the grenadiers began to
mount the breach.

Immediately after the troops had taken possession
of the fort, the Africa and San Carlos, two of the
Spanish men of war, were sunk by the enemy, the
San Philip being set on fire, either bv the red hot
balls from the land battery, or by the Spaniards,
which continued burning until the fire reached the
magazine, and then blew up with a vast explosion.
During these transactions, the armed boats from

the fleet, commanded by Captain Knowles, rowed
to the Barradera side, while the soldiers and sailors
landing, attempted to surprise Fort St. Joseph ; but
being discovered, they found themselves so much
exposed to the artillery of that fortification, that
they were fain to retire under cover of the bushes,
until it was evacuated by the enemy, who foresaw
U would be impossible to maintain this post after
Boca-Chica was taken. In the mean time, the
admiral sent orders to his detachment to ahack it
in their boats, and they accordingly entered it
without opposition : then they boarded the Galicia
commanded by Don Bias, in which they found two
officers and sixty men, who had not time to make
their escape

; and lastly, demolished a strong boom
fixed across the harbour's mouth, the end of which
had been already cut down by a party of the land-
forces, under thecommand ofMr. Blane, an engineer,
and Lieutenant Bennot. who was the first man that
entered the breach. By this time, the English had
made themselves masters of all the forts and de-
fences at the harbour of Boca-Chica, in which the
enemy placed their chief confidence ; and indeed
we must own the success of this afternoon and
evening were altogether extraordinary, if we con-
sider the situation of the harbour's mouth, and the
manner in which it had been fortified.

This place takes its name of Boca-Chica, or
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Narrow Mouth, from the narrowness of the chan-
nel, and lies in such a manner upon the coast, that
the trade wind blowing from the east, never affords
a favourable breeze which would enable a squadron
of ships of war to enter by main force. At one
side of this narrow channel, close to the shore, the
Spaniards had erected the fort of Boca-Chica,
which was a regular quadrangle, with four bastions,
and mounted with eighty-four great guns, besides a
very large mortar and cohorns. On the other side
stood Fort San Joseph, in a small island detached
by a narrow gut from the continent of the Barra-
dera, mounting thirty-six cannon, mostly level
with the surface of the water ; between these two
castles was fixed a very strong boom, consisting of
cables, chains, and beams of wood, stretched across
the harbour's mouth ; and within this, four ships
of war, mounting sixty-four guns each, were
moored in a line to defend the passage : over and
above these fortifications, we have already men-
tioned the fascine battery on the Barradera shore,
which greatly galled the English in their approaches,
and the small forts of San Philip and San Jago,
which the ships demolished before the troops could
be lauded.

Immediately after the reduction of Boca-Chica,
measures were taken for re-embarking the troops,
artillery and stores ; Commodore Lestock was ap-
pointed to remain with his squadron at the har-
bour's mouth ; and the rest of the fleet entered the
outward harbour, as soon as the channel could be
cleared of the wrecks sunk there.
On Friday the 27th, the Griffin and Orford were

ordered to advance, and post themselves across the
mouth of the inner harbour called Surgidero ; while
the Weymouth and Cruizer sloop were detached to
the other side of the harbour, to demolish two
small batteries on each side of the Passo-CavaOos,
or Horse-Ferry, a creek through which provisions
were conveyed into the Laguna, and from thence to
the city. This piece of service was performed
without opposition, under the direction of Captain
Knowles, who at the same time took some hulks,
and small craft that were serviceable in watering
the fleet, at a very convenient wharf which they
found by the side of an excellent spring.

This was a very welcome discovery to the people
on board ofthe fleet, who had been hitherto restricted
to a very scanty allowance of this element, namely,
a purser's quart (about three half pints) per diem
to every individual: in a climate where there is

such a continual expense of animal fluid, that as
many gallons might have been necessary to repair
the waste of four and twenty hours, in a hard
working man, sweating under the sun, which was
vertical, and fed with putrid beef, rusty pork, and
bread swarming with maggots. Nor could this
restriction be owing to the fears of scarcity ; for
over and above all the water casks which were
filled at Hispaniola, there was not an old empty-
pipe, puncheon, pork tub, or beef barrel that was
not converted to this use ; and in some ships, so
little pains had been taken to cleanse these vessels,
that the water was corrupted, and stunk so abo-
minably, that a man was fain to stop his nose with
one hand, while with the other he conveyed the can
to his head.

Nay, if every cask of water had been started
overboard, it is well known that it might have been
easily supplied by an expedient which is often

I

practised, aud was actually adopted by the troops
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on shore ; I mean that of sinking half tubs bored,

in the beach, which are filled with potable water,

strained through the pores of the sand.

With respect to the allowance of brandy granted

to every individual, the admiral, in his great saga-

citv, ordered it to be mixed in a proportion of the

water, without sweetening or souring, so as to com-

pose a most unpalatable drench, which no man
could swallow without reluctance.

March the 30th, at a general council of war

held on board of the admiral's ship, it was resolved

that the soldiers, artillery, and stores, should be

landed with all expedition, at a place called La
Quinta, on the land side of Cartliagena, within the

Surgidero, or inner mouth of the anchoring place,

which was defended by Castel Grande, a strong

castle, on one side, and a small fort called Man-
zauillo, on the other, between which the enemy

had sunk seven galleons and two large men-of-war,

in order to block up the channel. At the same

time, it was agreed that the army on shore should

be reinforced by those detachments of the regi-

ments which still remained on board of the ships

of war.

The intention of this second landing, was to cut

off all communication between the town and coun-

try, and besiege the fort of Lazar, which stood on

the top of a hill, and commanded the city of Cartha-

gena. Nor was it doubted that the admiral would

cooperate with the army, by sending in some of his

largest ships to batter the town.

Mean while, Captain Knowles was ordered to

bring his guns to bear upon Castel Grande, which,

as well as'the fort on the opposite side, was aban-

doned ; so that he took immediate possession, and

was appointed governor of the castle, which

mounted sixty-four pieces ofcannon. During these

transactions, Captain Kenton of the Experiment,

having reconnoitred the channel in which the gal-

leons and men-of-war had been sunk, found the

stern of the Conquistador still afloat ; so that they

found means to heave it round, and open a passage

into the Surgidero for two bomb vessels, which

being covered by as many twenty-gun ships, began to

play upon the town, though they were moored at

too great a distance to do much execution : never-

theless, some shells took place, and even set some

houses on fire, and the enemy seemed now to be in

despair ; for they themselves burned a French ship

of war lying at anchor near the walls of the town,

which they could never imagine would fall into the

hands of the English, unless they had thought

themselves on the eve of surrendering the city.

The admiral and his squadron having come to

anchor near Castel Grande, no time was lost in

pursuing the design of the second landing at La
Quinta : the transports with the troops, stores, and

artillery, sailed up the harbour from Boca-Chica,

aud a disposition being made for disembarking, on

the morning of the 5th, the Weymouth, the cruiser

sloop, and two or three fire-ships, which had passed

through the channel, were ordered to fire with

grape shot all the preceding night, in order to

scour the woods and shore adjoining to the landing

place.

April the 5th, the first division of the soldiers,

amounting to one thousand four hundred men,
commanded by Brigadier Blakeney, rendezvoused
alongside of the Weymouth ; at five in the morn-
ing, Colonel Grant, at the head of the grenadiers,

lauded without opposition, and being followed by

the rest, formed the whole in order of battle, to

march against the enemy. These being joined by

two hundred Americans as pioneers, the negroes and

a party of matrosses, with eight pattereroes, began

to move forwards into the wood, and having

reached the end of the defilee, with the loss of one

man killed by the fire of a straggling party, they

perceived the Spaniards, to the number of seven

hundred, drawn up on the strand, in such a manner
as to cover the road leading to the city. There

they stood with a good countenance, seemingly de-

termined to dispute the ground, from which the

general ordered the grenadiers to dislodge them

;

but, as they were obliged to march through a nar-

row pass, bounded on the left by the lagoon, and

on the right by a thick copse, a party of American

soldiers were detached into this last, in order to

fall upon the rear of any small parties which might

have been posted among the bushes, to flank the

English as they advanced.

The grenadiers marched up with great alacrity

and very little loss, notwithstanding two fires from

the enemy ; then the front platoon poured in their

fire at the distance of half a musket shot, and
immediately wheeled to right and left, as in street

firing, to make room for the next to advance ; a

circumstance from which the Spaniards supposing

the whole body gave way, they expressed their joy

in a loud huzza ; but they were soon convinced of

their mistake, by the close fire of the following

platoons ; in consequence of which, they soon fell

into confusion, and fled towards the city, whither it

was not thought proper to pursue them, because

this party was justly supposed to be no other than a

decoy to draw the English into an ambuscade, or

within cannon shot of the town and Fort Lazaro.

The proper guards being posted, and the troops

put under cover in some houses and sheds adjoining

to La Quinta, a party was detached to take possession

of a convent situated on the top of"a hill, called La
Popa, where they found some prisoners, and left an

officer's guard; from hence the general, accom-

panied by Brigadier Guise, next day reconnoitred

the city-, and it was debated in a council of war,

whether or not the fort should be attacked the

following night, before the enemy should have

finished some works upon the hill, on which they

were seen employed with great diligence ; but this

attempt was postponed, because no stores were as

yet landed from the ordnance ships. That very

evening, however, five pieces of cannon, with

powder and ball, were put on shore, and a number
of Americans and negroes being landed, with

working tools, they began to clear the ground for

an encampment ;
though in the mean time the

Europeans suffered severely from the excessive

heat ; so that the work was greatly retarded.

April 7th, the council of war being re-assembied,

the report of the principal engineer considered, and

the intelligence given by deserters taken into

consideration, the members were unanimously of

opinion, that the fort ought not to be attempted

without having first raised a battery, the scheme of

which the engineer was ordered to lay before the

council with all possible expedition. Meanwhile

this resolution was immediately communicated to

the admiral, together with the opinion of the

members, importing that the success of such an

enterprise would be much facilitated by the admiral's

giving directions to the bomb-ketches to play

upon fort San Lazaro, which might also be battered



EXPEDITION AGAINST CARTHAGENA. 609

by one of the large ships of war, at that time lying
altogether inactive.

The admiral treated the design of a battery with
great contempt, alleging that cannon were not at

all necessary for the taking of such a paltry fort,

•which would certainly be abandoned as soon as the
English should appear in earnest to give the assault

;

but with respect to the bombarding and battering
San Lazaro, he sent no determinate answer.

It is a melancholy truth, which, however, ought
to be told, that a low, ridiculous, and pernicious
jealousy subsisted between the land and sea-officers

during this whole expedition ; and that the chiefs
of those were so weak or wicked as to take all

opportunities of thwarting and manifesting their

contempt for each other, at a time when the lives

of so many brave fellow-subjects were at stake, and
when the interest and honour of their country re-

quired the utmost zeal and unanimity. Instead of
conferring personally, and cooperating with vigour
and cordiality, they began to hold separate councils,

draw up acrimonious remonstrances, and send irri-

tating messages to each other ; and while each of
them piqued himself upon doing barely as much as
would screen him from the censure of a court-
martial, neither seemed displeased at the neglect of
his colleague

; but, on the contrary, both were in

appearance glad of the miscarriage of the expedi-
tion, in hope of seeing one another stigmatised with
infamy and disgrace. In a word, the admiral was
a man of weak understanding, strong prejudices,

boundless arrogance, and over-boiling passions

;

and the general, though he had some parts, was
wholly defective in point of experience, confidence,
and resolution.

The Spaniards, judging from the spirit with
which the attack had been hitherto carried on, that
they could not be too alert in making preparations
for the reception of such an enterprising enemy,
employed all their endeavours and attention in
strengthening the defences of San Lazaro, by
mounting an extraordinary number of cannon upon
the walls, and making new works upon the hill, in
order to retard the operations of the siege ; at the
same time they brought some pieces of artillery to

bear upon the English advanced-guard, and the
general's quarters, which, however, received little

damage.
By this time the rainy season had begun with

such violence, that it was hardly practicable to keep
the field, for it poured down in a deluge incessantlv,
from the rising to the setting of the sun ; and then
the lightning began to play in such continued flash-
ing, that one might have read a small print all

night long by the illumination. Such a change of
the atmosphere is always attended with an epi-
demical distemper, in consequence of which the
men dropped down so fast, that there was scarce a
sufficiency to relieve the proper guards of the camp,
much less to cut down the wood and raise a battery,

t so as to attack San Lazaro in form.
On these considerations it was resolved, in a

council of war, to make an attempt for surprising
the fort ; and scaling-ladders, and other implements
for this purpose were provided accordingly. A
strange resolution ! which seems to have been the
result of a report made by some engineers, who
having reconnoitred the place, affirmed that the
walls were not high, nor secured by any ditch on
the other side ; but that there was an ample road,
of an easy ascent, leading up the hill, and a wooden

door on the left, which might be forced without
much difficulty. Though this representation, backed
by a deserter, who offered himself as a guide, might
have had some weight with the general, his chief
incitement to hazard the lives of so many brave
Britons, in the execution of such a rash enterprise,

seems to have been the importunity of the admiral,

who, in repeated letters, and taunting messages,
vehemently pressed him to the attack, saying, that

it was scarce possible to miscarry, In all likeli-

hood Mr. Weutworth was afraid it would be alleged,

and possibly credited at home, that the city must
have been reduced had this experiment been tried.

Instead of sacrificing his own understanding, and
his gallant soldiers, to such an idle punctilio of
suspicion, he ought to have acted up to the dictates

of his own judgment, and proposed in his turn,

that, as the land-army could not proceed in their

operations with any prospect of success, the admiral
should attack the town with his great ships, which
lay inactive, though the men longed for such an
opportunity to signalise their courage. A report,

indeed, was industriously circulated, that there was
not water sufficient for the ships to lie near enough
to batter in breach ; and that the admiral was
laudably averse to hazard his Majesty's ships upon
an uncertainty. But it now plainly appears, from
the attestation of the best pilots, and the soundings
of the harbour, that four or five of the eighty gun
ships might have been moored in a line close by
the walls of Carthagena ; and if this expedient had
been practised, in all probability the town would
have surrendered immediately ; for it is well known
that the inhabitants expected no other fate, and had
by this time sent their wives and children, together
with their most valuable effects, into the country.
With respect to Mr. Vernon's being averse to risk

his Majesty's ships upon an uncertainty, I shall

only observe, that this maxim, since adopted by
other commanders, is a very ill-judged and sus-
picious tenderness ; inasmuch as his Majesty's
ships were made for service, and that they can
hardly ever act at all, if they do not engage upon
some sort of uncertainty. But to return to the
land-forces.

A disposition being made for the attack of San
Lazaro, and the necessary implements prepared

;

on the 8th of April, the troops appointed for this

service were ordered to parade at two next morning
on the strand, where being formed, they advanced
towards the fort, and a little before day-break,
began to mount the hill, the grenadiers being com-
manded by Colonel Grant, though Brigadier Guise
had command of the attack. The division which
was ordered to take the open accessible road upon
the right of the fort, was, in the dark, by the mis-
take of the guide, conducted to the centre, where
the ascent is very steep, and the ground broken

;

yet, notwithstanding these obstructions, a number
of the soldiers gained the top, and pushed on to
the enemy's entrenchments, where the greatest part
of them was slaughtered, because they could not
be immediately sustained by the rest of the pla-
toons, which advanced but slowly with street-
firing on account of the unevenness of the ground.
Colonel Grant mounted on the left with great
gallantry, but received a mortal wound before any
advantage could be taken of his success; at the
same time the guide was killed, and the men
dropped very fast ; so that the officer next in com-
mand made no further progress, but remained on
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the side of the hill, exposed to a severe fire from

the castle and the town, which did great execution.

Nor could the scaling-ladders, 'wool-packs, or

hand-grenades be of any service in this emergency,

lor the Americans who carried them in the rear,

seeing the troops falling by whole platoons, refused

to advance with their burdens ; but though they

would not advance as pioneers, many of them took

up the firelocks which they found on the field, and,

mixing among the troops, behaved«rery bravely.

It must be owned, for the honour of the army in

general, that no officers or soldiers could act with

more courage, alacrity, and perseverance, than that

which was manifested on this unhappy occasion,

although very few of them had ever seen the face

of an enemy before this trial.

As soon as day light enabled the General to

view the posture of the troops, he sent to inform

Brigadier Guise, that if he could push forward he

should be sustained by five hundred men, who
were ordered to advance accordingly ; but by this

time the soldiers were disheartened, and the num-
ber of the enemy was every instant increased by
reinforcements of fresh men from the city, until

they equalled, if not exceeded, the assailants, for

whom they waited on the hill without flinching.

It was therefore found necessary to effect a re-

treat, which was secured by means of those five

hundred men who brought up the rear ; but not

before the loss of the English amounted to two
hundred killed, and twice that number wounded, of

which last the majority did not recover. Sixteen

of these were taken prisoners by the Spaniards, who
treated them with great humanity, and loudly ex-

tolled the valour of the assailants ; and a cessation

of arms was immediately agreed upon for a few

hours, during which time the dead were buried.

Meanwhile a breast-work was raised at the ad-

vanced guard, to put the men under cover, and the

entrenchment enlarged for the reception of two
mortars, which in two days began to fire upon San
Lazaro with good effect.

As for the sick and wounded, they were next

day sent on board of the transports and vessels

called hospital-ships, where they languished in

want of every necessary comfort and accommoda-
tion. They were destitute of surgeons, nurses,

cooks, and proper provision ;
they were pent up

between decks in small vessels, where they had not

room to sit upright ; they wallowed in filth
;

myriads of maggots were hatched in the putrefac-

tion of their sores, which had no other dressing

than that of being washed by themselves with their

own allowance of brandy ; and nothing was heard

but groans, lamentations, and the language of de-

spair invoking death to deliver them from their

miseries. What served to encourage this despond-

ence, was the prospect of those poor wretches who
had strength and opportunity to look around them

;

for there they beheld the naked bodies of their

fellow-soldiers and comrades floating up and down
the harbour, affording prey to the carrion crows

and sharks, which tore them in pieces without in-

terruption, and contributed by their stench to the

mortality that prevailed.

This picture cannot fail to be shocking to the

humane reader, especially when he is informed,

that while those miserable objects cried in vain for

assistance, and actually perished for want of proper
attendance, every ship of war in the fleet could

have spared a couple of surgeons for their relief

;

and many young gentlemen of that profession soli-

cited their captains in vain for leave to go and
administer help to the sick and wounded. The ne-

cessities of the poor people were well known ; the

remedy was easy and apparent ; but the discord

between the chiefs was inflamed to such a degree

of diabolical rancour, that the one chose rather to

see his men perish, than ask help of the other, who
disdained to offer his assistance unasked, though it

might have saved the lives of his fellow-subjects.

Had the admiral, when the troops moved to the

attack of San Lazaro, sent in a few ships against

the town, to make a diversion in their favour, the

enemy would have been distracted, and their fire

so divided, that neither the land-forces nor the men
of war could have suffered much damage, and in

all probability the city would have been surrendered

at discretion. Or, even without this diversion, had

the soldiers been joined by a body of sailors when
they marched to the assault, the attempt might have

succeeded; for while the troops, by regular dis-

charges, could have cleared the parapet of the

enemy, the sailors being more accustomed to

climbing and boarding, might have appued the

ladders, scaled the walls, and forced the gate, so as

to afford admission to the soldiers.

The sickness still increasing among the troops,

and the admiral declining to land a reinforcement

for supplying the loss by which the army was di-

minished ; it was resolved, in a council of war, to

desire the admiral to give directions for re-embark-

ing the cannon, since his silence, with regard to

the demanded reinforcement, seemed to imply a

denial.

Some acrimonious messages having passed

between the chiefs on this subject, the land officers

demanded a general council of war, which was ac-

cordingly held on board the admiral's own ship on

the 14th day of April, when, after the condition of

the army, and the posture of affairs, were taken

into consideration, it was agreed, that as the troops

were greatly diminished, weakened and fatigued,

and as their suppliesofwaterwere almost exhausted,

the siege of such a strong place as Carthagena

could not be attempted with any probability of suc-

cess ; and therefore the artillery and forces should

be re-embarked with all convenient expedition.

A disposition was immediately formed for a re-

treat ; and next day the cannon, stores, and heavy

baggage were put on board. Meanwhile Captain

Knowles began to throw shells at fort St. Lazaro

from two small mortars, in a battery which he had

judiciously raised on the shore under cover of his

ship, at the distance of two thousand six hundred

yards from the castle, notwithstanding the remon-

strances of Colonel Lewis of the train, who gave

him to understand that this was the utmost dis-

tance a mortar can carry when the chamber is

quite filled with powder; an expedient never

practised but upon proof. But the captain piqued

himself upon being an able engineer, and in the

confidence of his own capacity expended a good

number of shells to the amusement of the enemy.

April the 16th, the Galicia, one of the Spanish

ships of war taken at Boca-Chica, having been by

the admiral's directions fitted up as a floating bat-

tery, mounting sixteen guns only, manned by

detachments from the navy, and commanded by

Captain Hoare, was warped' up the harbour before

dav, and moored at some distance from the town,

wliich she began to cannonade with great vigoui
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and some success. After having lain above five

hours exposed to the whole fire of Carthagena and
fort Lazaro, the captain was ordered to cut her
cables, and let her drive out broadside before the

sea-breeze; but running a-ground on a shoal, the

men and ammunition were removed in boats, and
she was set on fire by order of the admiral.

This very extraordinary experiment of sending
in a battery of sixteen guns against the whole fire

of Carthagena, seems to have been calculated by
Mr. Vernon to show the impracticability of attack-

ing that city with ships only
; but, unfortunately

for him, it had a quite different effect ; for if that

vessel, with sixteen guns, could sustain such a fire

for five hours, what might have been expected
from five or six large men of war, moored in a line,

within point-blank shot of the walls ? K the par-
tizans of Vernon insinuate that there is no water
for such vessels, they must be referred again to the

soundings of the harbour
;
they must be desired to

take notice that the galleons lie in a bason close up
to the walls ; that the Spaniards have very lately

erected a battery of forty large pieces of cannon
for the defence of the town on the side of the

harbour ; a very unnecessary expense if the water
is so shoal as to pi-event the approach of large ships;

and that Monsieur de Fointis, among other large

ships, sent in the Sceptre of eighty-four guns to

batter the place, which surrendered accordingly.

At seven in the evening of that same day on which
the Galicia cannonaded the town, the tents were
struck ; at eight the troops marched from their

ground, and embarked in three divisions in the

boats prepared for their reception. The general
in person brought up the rear; and perceiving that

five tents belonging to the Americans were left

standing, and some tools lying on the ground, he
ordered them to be fetched off by a Serjeant's guard,
reinforced with some sailors by Lieutenant Forrest

;

so that there was nothing left as a trophy to the enemy,
who did not think fit to molest them in the retreat.

The sickness still continued to increase among
the troops,* and even infected the sailors to such a
degree, that they died in great numbers, and uni-
versal dejection prevailed. In order, therefore, to

prevent the total ruin of the army and fleet, pre-
parations were made to quit this inhospitable climate.

The Spanish forts in the possession of the English
were all dismantled and blown up ; and the whole
fleet being wooded and watered for the voyage,
fell down to Boca-Chica, from whence they set sail

for Jamaica.

Thus ended, in damage and disgrace, the ever-
memorable expedition to Carthagena, undertaken
with an armament, which, if properly conducted,
might have not only ruined the Spanish settle-

ments in America, but even reduced the whole
West Indies under the dominion of Great Britain.

* The distemper which then raged among the English
was the bilious lever, attended with such a putrefaction of
the juices, that the colour of the skin, which at first is yellow,
adopts a sooty hue in the progress of the disease, and the
patient generally dies about the third day, with violent atra-
bilious discharges upwards and downwards. Nothing so
effectually prevents or corrects this putrefaction as plenty of
sweet water, fresh provision, and a liberal use of vegetable
acids, such us limes, lemons, oranges, ananas, and other
fruits natural to the West Indies. 01 all these refreshments
the people were in the utmost want, though both army and
fleet might have been plentifully supplied by employing some
of the transports, which lay inactive, to fetch turtle, live
stock, and fruit, from the neighbouring islands.

THE ADVENTURES OF SIR LAUNCELOT GREAVES.

CHAFTER I.

In which certain Personages of this delightful History are

introduced to the Reader's acquaintance.

It was on the great northern road from York to

London, about the beginning of the month of Oc-
tober, and the hour of eight in the evening, that

four travellers were, by a violent shower of rain,

driven for shelter into a little public-house on the

side of the highway, distinguished by a sign which
was said to exhibit the figure of a black lion. The
kitchen, in which they assembled, was the only
room for entertainment in the house, paved with
red bricks, remarkably clean, furnished with three

or four Windsor chairs, adorned with shining plates

of pewter, and copper saucepans, nicely scoured,

that even dazzled the eyes of the beholder ; while
a cheerful fire of sea-coal blazed in the chimney.
Three of the travellers, who arrived on horse-back,

having seen their cattle properly accommodated in

the stable, agreed to pass the time, until the weather
should clear up, over a bowl of rumbo, which was
accordingly prepared. But the fourth, refusing to

join their company, took his station at the opposite

side of the chimney, and called for a pint of two-
penny, with which he indulged himself apart. At
a little distance, on his left hand, there was another
group, consisting of the landlady, a decent widow,
her two daughters, the elder of whom seemed to be

about the age of fifteen, and a country lad, who
served both as waiter and ostler.

The social triumvirate was composed of Mr.
Fillet, a country practitioner in surgery and mid-
wifery, Captain Crowe, and his nephew Mr. Thomas
Clarke, an attorney. Fillet was a man of some
education, and a great deal of experience, shrewd,
sly, and sensible. Captain Crowe had commanded
a merchant ship in the Mediterranean trade for
many years, and saved some money by dint of fru-
gality and traffic. He was an excellent seaman,
brave, active, friendly in his way, and scrupulously
honest ; but as little acquainted with the world as a
sucking child

; whimsical, impatient, and so impe-
tuous, that he could not help breaking in upon the
conversation, whatever it might be, with repeated
interruptions, that seemed to burst from him by in-
voluntary impulse. When he himself attempted to
speak he never finished his period ; but made such a
number of abrupt transitions, that his discourse
seemed to be an unconnected series of unfinished
sentences, the meaning of which it was not easy to
decipher.

His nephew, Tom Clarke, was a young fellow,
whose goodness of heart, even the exercise of his
profession had not been able to corrupt. Before
strangers he never owned himself an attorney with-
out blushing, though he had no reason to blush for

RE 2
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his own practice, for he constantly refused to en-

gage in the cause ofany client whose character was
equivocal, and was never known to act with such
industry as when concerned for the widow and
orphan, or any other object that sued in forma pau-
peris. Indeed, he was so replete with human kind-

ness, that as often as an affecting story or circum-

stance was told in his hearing, it overflowed at his

eyes. Being of a warm complexion, he was very
susceptible of passion, and somewhat libertine in

his amours. In other respects, he piqued himself

on understanding the practice of the courts, and in

private company he took pleasure in laying down
the law; but he was an indifferent orator, and
tediously circumstantial in his explanations. His
stature was rather diminutive; but, upon the whole,

he had some title to the character of a pretty,

dapper, little fellow.

The solitary guest had something very forbidding

in his aspect, which was contracted by an habitual

frown. His eyes were small and red, and so deep
set in the sockets, that each appeared like the unex-
tinguished snuff of a farthing candle, gleaming
through the horn of a dark lanthorn. His nostrils

were elevated in scorn, as if his sense of smelling

had been perpetually offended by some unsavoury
odour; and he looked as if he wanted to shrink
within himself from the impertinence of society.

He wore a black periwig as straight as the pinions

of a raven, and this was covered with a hat flapped,

and fastened to his head by a speckled handkerchief
tied under his chin. He was wrapped in a great-

coat of brown frieze, under which he seemed to

conceal a small bundle. His name was Ferret, and
his character distinguished by three peculiarities.

He was never seen to smile; he was never heard to

speak in praise of any person whatsoever ; and he
was never known to give a direct answer to any
question that was asked ; but seemed, on all occa-

sions, to be actuated by the most perverse spirit of
contradiction.

Captain Crowe having remarked that it was
squally weather, asked how far it was to the next
market town ; and understanding that the distance

was not less than six miles, said he had a good mind
to come to an anchor for the night, if so be as he
could have a tolerable berth in this here harbour.

Mr. Fillet, perceiving by his style that he was a
sea-faring gentleman, observed that their landlady

was not used to lodge such company ; and expressed
some surprise that he, who had no doubt endured
so many storms, and hardships at sea, should think

much of travelling five or six miles a-horseback by
moonlight. " For my part," said he, " I ride in all

weathers, and at all hours, without minding cold,

wet, wind, or darkness. My constitution is so

case-hardened that I believe I could live all the

year at Spitzbergen. With respect to this road, I

know every foot of it so exactly, that I'll engage to

travel forty miles upon it blindfold, without making
one false step ; and if you have faith enough to put

yourselves under my auspices, I will conduct you
safe to an elegant inn, where you will meet with the

best accommodation." " Thank you, brother," re-

plied the captain, "we are much beholden to you
for your courteous offer; but howsomever, you
must not think I mind foul weather more than my
neighbours. 1 have worked hard aloft and alow in

many a taught gale ; but this here is the case, d'ye
see ; we have run down a long day's reckoning

;

our beasts have had a hard spell ; and as for my

own hap, brother, I doubt my bottom-planks have
lost some of their sheathing, being as how I a'n't

used to that kind of scrubbing."
The doctor, who had practised aboard a man-of-

war in his youth, and was perfectly well acquainted
with the captain's dialect, assured him that if his

bottom was damaged he would new pay it with an
excellent salve, which he always carried about him
to guard against such accidents on the road. Lut
Tom Clarke, who seemed to have cast the eyes of
affection upon the landlady's eldest daughter, Dolly,
objected to their proceeding farther without rest

and refreshment, as they had already travelled fifty

miles since morning ; and he was sure his uncle

must be fatigued both in mind and bod)-, from
vexation, as well as from hard exercise, to which
he had not been accustomed. Fillet then desisted,

saying, he was sorry to find the captain had any
cause of vexation ; but he hoped it was not an in-

curable evil. This expression was accompanied
with a look of curiosity, which Mr. Clarke was glad
of an occasion to gratify ; for, as we have hinted

above, he was a very communicative gentleman,
and the affair which now lay upon his stomach
interested him nearly.

" I'll assure you, sir," said he, "this here gentle-

man, Captain Crowe, who is my mother's own
brother, has been cruelly used by some of his rela-

tions. He bears as good a character as any captain

of a ship on the Royal Exchange, and has under-
gone a variety of hardships at sea. What d'ye

think, now, of his bursting all his sinews, and mak-
ing his eyes start out of his head, in pulling his

ship off a rock, whereby he saved to his owners—

"

Here he was interrupted by the captain, who ex-
claimed, " Belay, Tom, belay ; pr'ythee, don't veer
out such a deal of jaw. Clap a stopper on thy
cable and bring thyself up, my lad—what a deal of
stuff thou hast pumped up concerning bursting and
starting, and pulling ships ; Laud have mercy upon
us !—look ye here, brother—look ye here—mind
these poor crippled joints ; two fingers on the star-

board, and three on the larboard hand; crooked,

d'ye see, like the knees of a bilander. I'll tell you
what, brother, you seem to be a—ship deep laden—
rich cargo—current setting into the hay—hard
gale—lee shore—all hands in the boat—tow round
the head-land—self pulling for dear blood, against

the whole crew—snap go the finger-braces—crack

went the eye-blocks. Bounce day-light—flash star-

light—down I foundered, dark as hell—whiz went
my ears, and my head spun like a whirligig. That
don't signify—I'm a Yorkshire boy, as the saying

is—all my life at sea, brother, by reason of an old

grandmother and maiden aunt, a couple of old

stinking—kept me these forty years out of my
grandfather's estate. Hearing as how they had
taken their departure, came ashore, hired horses,

and clapped on all my canvass, steering to the

northward, to take possession of my—But it don't

signify talking—these two old piratical—had held

a palaver with a lawyer—an attorney, Tom, d') e

mind me, an attorney—and by his assistance hove
me out of my inheritance. That is all, brother

—

hove me out of five hundred pounds a-year—that's

all—what signifies—but such windfals we don't

every day pick up along shore. Fill about, brother

—yes, by the L—d ! those two smuggling harri-

dans, with the assistance of an attorney—an at-

torney, Tom—hove me out of five hundred a-year."

" Yes", indeed, sir," added Mr. Clarke, " those two
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malicious old women docked the intail, and left the

estate to an alien."

Here Mr. Ferret thought proper to intermingle

in the conversation with a "pish, what, dost talk

of docking the intail ? Dost not know that by
the statute Westm. 2. 13 Ed. the will and intention

of the donor must be fulfilled, and the tenant in

tail shall not alien after issue had, or before."
" Give me leave, sir," replied Tom, " I presume you
are a practitioner in the law. Now, you know, that in

the case of a contingent remainder, the intail may be
destroyed by levying a fine, and suffering a re-

covery, or otherwise destroying the particular estate,

before the contingency happens. If feoffees, who
possess an estate only during the life of a son,

where divers remainders are limited over, make a
feoffment in fee to him, by the feoffment, all the
future remainders are destroyed. Indeed, a person
in remainder may have a writ of intrusion, if any
do intrude after the death of a tenant for life, and
the writ ex yravi querela lies to execute a devise in

remainder after the death of a tenant in tail without
issue." " Spoke like a true disciple of Geber,"
cries Ferret. "No, sir," replied Mr. Clarke,
" Counsellor Caper is in the conveyancing way—

I

was clerk to Sergeant Croker." "Ay, now you
may set up for yourself," resumed the other ;

" for

you can prate as unintelligibly as the best of them."
" Perhaps," said Tom, " I do not make myself

understood ; if so be as how that is the case, let us
change the position, and suppose that this here case

is a tail after a possibility of issue extinct. If a
tenant in tail after a possibility make a feoffment
of his land, he in reversion may enter for the for-

feiture. Then we must make a distinction between
general tail and special tail. It is the word body

that makes the intail : there must be a body in the

tail, devised to heirs male or female, otherwise it is

a fee-simple, because it is not limited of what body.

Thus a corporation cannot be seized in tail. For
example, here is a young woman—What is your
name, my dear? " " Dolly," answered the daughter,
with a curtsy. " Here's Dolly—I seize Dolly in

tail—Dolly, I seize you in tail"—" Sha't then," cried
Dolly, pouting. " I am seized of land in fee—

I

settle on Dolly in tail."

Dolly, who did not comprehend the nature of
the illustration, understood him in a literal sense,

and, in a whimpering tone, exclaimed, " Sha't then,

I tell thee, cursed tuoad !
" Tom, however, was so

transported with his subject, that he took no notice

of poor Dolly's mistake, but proceeded in his

harangue upon the different kinds of tails, remain-
ders, and seisins, when he was interrupted by a
noise that alarmed the whole company. The rain

had been succeeded by a storm of wind that howled
around the house with the most savage impetuosity,

and the heavens were overcast in such a manner
that not one star appeared, so that all without was
darkness and uproar. This aggravated the horror
of divers loud screams, which even the noise of the

blast could not exclude from the ears of our as-

tonished travellers. Captain Crowe called out,
" Avast, avast !

" Tom Clarke sat silent, staring

wildly, with his mouth still open ; the surgeon him-
self seemed startled, and Ferret's countenance
betrayed evident marks of confusion. The ostler

moved nearer the chimney, and the good woman of
the house, with her two daughters, crept closer to

the company.
After some pause, the captain starting up,

'

" These," said he, " be signals of distress. Some
poor souls in danger of foundering—let us bear up
a-head, and see if we can give them any assistance."

The landlady begged him, for Christ's sake, not to

think of going out, for it was a spirit that would
lead him astray into fens and rivers, and certainly

do him a mischief. Crowe seemed to be staggered

by this remonstrance, which his nephew reinforced,

observing, that it might be a stratagem of rogues
to decoy them into the fields, that they might rob
them under the cloud of night. Thus exhorted, he
resumed his seat, and Mr. Ferret began to make
very severe strictures upon the folly and fear of
those who believed and trembled at the visitation of
spirits, ghosts, and goblins. He said he would en-

gage with twelve pennyworth of phosphorus to

frighten a whole parish out of their senses ; then
he expatiated on the pusillanimity of the nation in

general, ridiculed the militia, censured the govern-
ment, and dropped some hints about a change of
hands, which the captain could not, and the doctor
would not, comprehend.
Tom Clarke, from the freedom of his discourse,

concluded he was a ministerial spy, and communi-
cated his opinion to his uncle in a whisper, while
this misanthrope continued to pour forth his invec-

tives with a fluency peculiar to himself. The truth

is, Mr. Ferret had been a party writer, not from
principle, but employment, and had felt the rod of
power, in order to avoid a second exertion of which,
he now found it convenient to skulk about in the

country, for he had received intimation of a warrant
from the secretary of state, who wanted to be better

acquainted with his person. Notwithstanding the
ticklish nature of his situation, it was become so
habitual to him to think and speak in a certain

manner, that even before strangers whose principles

and connexions he could not possibly know, he
hardly ever opened his mouth, without uttering

some direct or implied sarcasm against the govern-
ment.

He had already proceeded a considerable way in

demonstrating, that the nation was bankrupt and
beggared, and that those who stood at the helm
were steering full into the gulf of inevitable destruc-

tion, when his lecture was suddenly suspended by
a violent knocking at the door, which threatened
the whole house with inevitable demolition. Captain
Crowe, believing they should be instantly boarded,
unsheathed his hanger, and stood in a posture of
defence. Mr. Fillet armed himself with the poker,
which happened to be red hot ; the ostler pulled

down a rusty firelock, that hung by the roof, over
a flitch of bacon. Tom Clarke perceiving the
landlady and her children distracted with terror,

conducted them, out of mere compassion, below
stairs into the cellar, and as for Mr. Ferret, he pru-
dently withdrew into an adjoining pantry.

But as a personage of great importance in this

entertaining history was forced to remain some
time at the door before he could gain admittance,
so must the reader wait with patience for the next
chapter, in which he will see the cause of this dis-

turbance explained much to his comfort and edifi-

cation.

CHAPTER II.

In which the Hero of these Adventures makes his First Ap-
pearance on the Stage of Action.

The outward door of the Black Lion had already
sustained two dreadful shocks, but at the third it
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flew open, and in stalked an apparition that smote
the hearts of our travellers with fear and trepidation.

It was the figure of a man armed cap-a-pee, bearing

on his shoulders a bundle dropping with water,

which afterwards appeared to be the body of a man
that seemed to have been drowned, and fished up
from the bottom of the neighbouring river.

Having deposited his burden carefully on the

floor, he addressed himself to the company in these

words :
" Be not surprised, good people, at this un-

usual appearance, which I shall take an opportunity

to explain, and forgive the rude and boisterous

manner in which I have demanded, and indeed

forced admittance ; the violence of my intrusion

was the effect of necessity. In crossing the river,

my squire and his horse were swept away by the

stream, and, with some difficulty, I have been able

to drag him ashore, though I am afraid my assist-

ance reached him too late, for since I brought him
to land he has given no signs of life."

Here he was interrupted by a groan, which issued

from the chest of the squire, and terrified the

spectators as much as it comforted the master.

After some recollection, Mr. Fillet began to undress

the body, which was laid in a blanket on the floor,

and rolled from side to side by his direction. A
considerable quantity of water being discharged

from the mouth of this unfortunate squire, he
uttered a hideous roar, and, opening his eyes, stared

wildly around. Then the surgeon undertook for

his recovery ; and his master went forth with the

ostler in quest of the horses, which he had left by
the side of the river. His back was no sooner
turned, than Ferret, who had been peeping from
behind the pantry-door, ventured to rejoin the

company
;
pronouncing with a smile, or rather grin

of contempt, "Hey-day! what precious mummery
is this? What, are we to have the farce of Hamlet's
ghost?" " Adzooks," cried the captain, " my kins-

man Tom has dropped a-stern—hope in God a-has

not bulged to, and gone to bottom." " Pish," ex-
claimed the.misanthrope, " there's no danger ; the

young lawyer is only seizing Dolly in tail."

Certain it is, Dolly squeaked at that instant in

the cellar ; and Clarke appearing soon after in some
confusion, declared she had been frightened by a

flash of lightning. But this assertion was not con-

firmed by the young lady herself, who eyed him
with a sullen regard, indicating displeasure, though
not indifference ; and when questioned by her
mother, replied, " A doan't maind what a-says, so

a doan"t, vor all his goalden jacket, then."

In the mean time the surgeon had performed the

operation of phlebotomy on the squire, who was
lifted into a chair, and supported by the landlady

for that purpose ; but he had not as yet given any
sign of having retrieved the use of his senses. And
here Mr. Fillet could not help contemplating, with

surprise, the strange figure and accoutrements of
his patient, who seemed in age to be turned of fifty.

His stature was below the middle size; he was
thick, squat, and brawny, with a small protuberance
on one shoulder, and a prominent belly, which,
in consequence of the water he had swallowed,
now strutted beyond its usual dimensions. His
forehead was remarkably convex, and so very low,

that his black bushy hair descended within an inch
of his nose; but this did not conceal the •wrinkles

of his front, which were manifold. His small
glimmering eyes resembled those of the Hampshire
porker, that turns up the soil with his projecting

snout. His cheeks were shrivelled and puckered
at the corners, like the seams of a regimental coat
as it comes from the hands of the contractor. His
nose bore a strong analogy in shape to a tennis-

ball, and in colour to a mulberry; for all the water
of the river had not been able to quench the natural
fire of that feature. His upper jaw was furnished
with two long white sharp-pointed teeth or fangs,

such as the reader may have observed in the chaps
of a 'wolf, or full-grown mastiff, and an anatomist
would describe as a preternatural elongation of the
denies canini. His chin was so long, so peaked,
and incurvated, as to form in profile, with his im-
pending forehead, the exact resemblance of a moon
in the first quarter. With respect to his equipage,

he had a leathern cap upon his bead, faced like

those worn by marines, and exhibiting in em-
broidery, the figure of a crescent. His coat was of
white cloth, faced with black, and cut in a very
antique fashion

; and, in lieu of a waistcoat, he wore
a buff jerkin. His feet were cased with loose

buskins, which, though they rose almost to his

knee, could not hide that curvature, known by the
appellation of bandy legs. A large string of banda-
liers garnished a broad belt that graced his shoulders,

from whence depended an instrument of war, which
was something between a back-sword and a cutlass;

and a case of pistols were stuck in his girdle.

Such was the figure which the whole company
now surveyed with admiration. After some pause,

he seemed to recover his recollection. He rolled

about his eyes around, and, attentively surveying
every individual, exclaimed, in a strange tone,
" Bodikins ! where's Gilbert ?" This interrogation

did not savour much of sanity, especially when
accompanied with a wild stare, which is generally

interpreted as a sure sign of a disturbed under-
standing. Nevertheless, the surgeon endeavoured
to assist his recollection. " Come," said he, " have
a good heart.—How dost do, friend ?" " Do !" re-

plied the squire, " do as well as I can.—That's a

lie too ; I might have done better. I had no busi-

ness to be here." " You ought to thank God and
your master," resumed the surgeon, " for the pro-

vidential escape you . have had." " Thank my
master !" cried the squire, " thank the devil ! Go
and teach your grannum to crack filberds. I know
who I'm bound to pray for, and who I ought to

curse the longest day I have to live."

Here the Captain interposing, " Nay, brother,"

said he, " you are bound to Dray for this here gen-

tleman as your sheet-anchor ;
for, if so be as he

had not cleared your stowage of the water you had
taken in at your upper works, and lightened your
veins, d'ye see, by taking away some of your blood,

adad ! you had driven before the gale, and never

been brought up in this world again, d'ye see."

" What, then you would persuade me," replied the

patient, " that the only way to save my life was to

shed my precious blood ? Look ye, friend, it shall

not be lost blood to me.—I take you all to witness,

that there surgeon, or apothecary, or farrier, or

dog-doctor, or whatsoever he may be, has robbed

me of the balsam of life.—He has not left so much
blood in my body as would fatten a starved flea.

—

O ! that there was a lawyer here to serve him with

a siserari."

Then fixing his eyes upon Ferret, he proceeded

:

"An't you a limb of the law, friend?—No, I cry

you mercy, you look more like a show-man or a

conjurer."—Ferret, nettled at this address, an-
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swered, " It would be well for you, that I could

conjure a little common sense into that numskull of

yours." " If I want that commodity," rejoined the

squire, " I must go to another market, I trow.

—

You legerdemain men be more like to conjure the

money from our pockets than sense into our skulls.

Vor my own part, I was once cheated of vorty

good shillings by one of your broother cups and

balls." In all probability he would have descended

*o particulars, had he not been seized with a return

of his nausea, which obliged him to call for a

bumper of brandy. This remedy being swallowed,

the tumult in his stomach subsided. He desired he

might be put to bed without delay, and that half a

dozen eggs and a pound of bacon might, in a couple

of hours, be dressed for his supper.

He was accordingly led off the scene by the land-

lady and her daughter ; and Mr. Ferret had just

time to observe the fellow was a composition, in

which he did not know whether knave or fool

most predominated, when the master returned from

the stable. He had taken off his helmet, and now
displayed a very engaging countenance. His age

did not seem to exceed thirty. He was tall, and
seemingly robust ; his face long and oval, his nose

aquiline, his mouth furnished with a set of elegant

teeth, white as the drifted snow, his complexion

clear, and his aspect noble. His chestnut hair loosely

flowed in short natural curls ; and his grey eyes

shone with such vivacity, as plainly showed that

his reason was a little discomposed. Such an

appearance prepossessed the greater part of the

company in his favour. He bowed round with the

most polite and affable address
;
inquired about his

squire, and, being informed of the pains Mr. Fillet

had taken for his recovery, insisted upon that

gentleman's accepting a handsome gratuity. Then,
in consideration of the cold bath he had undergone,

he was prevailed upon to take the post of honour

;

namely, the great chair fronting the fire, which
was reinforced with a billet of wood for his comfort

and convenience.

Perceiving his fellow-travellers, either overawed
into silence by his presence, or struck dumb with

admiration at his equipage, he accosted them in

these words, while an agreeable smile dimpled on
his cheek.

" The good company wonders, no doubt, to see

a man cased in armour, such as hath been for above
a whole century disused in this and every other

country of Europe; and perhaps they will be still

more surprised, when they hear that man profess

himself a noviciate of that military order, which
hath of old been distinguished in Great Britain, as

well as through all Christendom, by the name of

knights-errant. Yes, gentlemen, in that painful

and thorny path of toil and danger I have begun
my career, a candidate for honest fame ; deter-

mined, as far as in me lies, to honour and assert

the efforts of virtue ; to combat vice in all her

forms, redress injuries, chastise oppression, protect

the helpless and forlorn, relieve the indigent, exert

my best endeavours in the cause of innocence and
beauty, and dedicate my talents, such as they are,

to the service of my country."
" What !" said Ferret, " you set up for a modern

Don Quixote ? The scheme is rather too stale and
extravagant. What was a humorous romance and
well-timed satire in Spain near two hundred years

ago, will make but a sorry jest, and appear equally

insipid and absurd, when really acted from affec-

tation, at this time of day, in a country like

England."
The knight, eyeing this censor with a look of

disdain, replied, in a solemn lofty tone ;
" He that

from affectation imitates the extravagancies recorded

of Don Quixote, is an impostor equally wicked and
contemptible. He that counterfeits madness, un-

less he dissembles, like the elder Brutus, for some
virtuous purpose, not only debases his own soul,

but acts as a traitor to Heaven, by denying the

divinity that is within him. I am neither an affect-

ed imitator of Don Quixote, nor, as I trust in

Heaven, visited by that spirit of lunacy so admira-

bly displayed in the fictitious character exhibited

by the inimitable Cervantes. I have not yet en-

countered a windmill for a giani, nor mistaken this

public-house for a magnificent castle ; neither do I

believe this gentleman to be the constable ; nor that

worthy practitioner to be Master Elizabat, the sur-

geon recorded in Amadis de Gaul ; nor you to be

the enchanter Alquife, nor any other sage of history

or romance ; I see and distinguish objects as they

are discerned and described by other men. I rea-

son without prejudice, can endure contradiction,

and, as the company perceives, even bear imper-

tinent censure without passion or resentment. I

quarrel with none but the foes of virtue and deco-

rum, against whom I have declared perpetual war,

and them I will every where attack as the natural

enemies of mankind."
" But that war," said the cynic, " may soon be

brought to a conclusion, and your adventures close

in Bridewell, provided you meet with some deter-

mined constable, who will seize your worship as a

vagrant, according to the statute." " Heaven and
earth !" cried the stranger, starting up, and laying

his hand on his sword, " do I live to hear myself in-

sulted with such an opprobrious epithet, and refrain

from trampling into dust the insolent calumniator?"

The tone in which these words were pronounced,

and the indignation that flashed from the eyes of

the speaker, intimidated every individual of the

society, and reduced Ferret to a temporary priva-

tion of all his faculties. His eyes retired within

their sockets ; his complexion, which was naturally

of a copper hue, now shifted to a leaden colour

;

his teeth began to chatter ; and all his limbs were
agitated by a sudden palsy. The knight observed

his condition, and resumed his seat, saying, " I

was to blame
;
my vengeance must be reserved for

very different objects. Friend, you have nothing

to fear—the sudden gust of passion is now bh'wn
over. Recollect yourself, and I will reason calmly

on the observation you have made."
This was a very seasonable declaration to Mr.

Ferret, who opened his eyes, and wiped his fore-

head, while the other proceeded in these terms

;

" You say I am in danger of being apprehended as

a vagrant. I am not so ignorant of the laws of my
country, but that I know the description of those

who fall within the legal meaning of this odious

term. You must give me leave to inform you,

friend, that I am neither bearward, fencer, stroller,

gipsey, mountebank, nor mendicant ; nor do I prac-

tise subtle craft, to deceive and impose upon the

king's lieges ; nor can I be held as an idle disorderly

person, travelling from place to place, collecting

monies by virtue of counterfeited passes, briefs, and
other false pretences ; in what respect, therefore,

am I to be deemed a vagrant? Answer boldly,

without fear or scruple.
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To this interrogatian the misanthrope replied,
with a faltering accent, " If not a vagrant, you
incur the penalty for riding armed in affray of
the peace." " But, instead of riding armed in
affray of the peace," resumed the other, " I ride
in preservation of the peace ; and gentlemen are
allowed by the law to wear armour for their de-
fence. Some ride with blunderbusses, some with
pistols, some with swords, according to their various
inclinations. Mine is to wear the armour of my
forefathers. Perhaps I use them for exercise, in

order to accustom myself to fatigue, and strengthen
my constitution

; perhaps I assume them for a frolic."
" But if you swagger, armed and in disguise,

assault me on the highway, or put me in bodily
fear for the sake of the jest, the law will punish
you in earnest," cried the other. " But my inten-
tion," answered the knight, " is carefully to avoid all

those occasions of offence." " Then," said Ferret,
" you may go unarmed, like other sober people."
" Not so," answered the knight ;

' as I propose
to travel all times, and in all places, mine armour
may guard me against the attempts of treachery

;

it may defend me in combat against odds, should" I
be assaulted by a multitude, or have occasion to
bring malefactors to justice."

" What, then," exclaimed the philosopher, " you
intend to cooperate with the honourable fraternity
of thief-takers ?" " I do purpose," said the youth,
eyeing him with a look of ineffable contempt, " to
act as a coadjutator to the law, and even to remedy
evils which the law cannot reach ; to detect fraud
and treason, abase insolence, mortify pride, discou-
rage slander, disgrace immodesty, and stigmatize
ingratitude, but tje infamous part of a thief-catcher's
character I disclaim. I neither associate with rob-
bers and pickpockets, knowing them to be such,
that, in being intrusted with their secrets, I may
the more effectually betrav them ; nor shall I ever
pocket the reward granted by the legislature to
those by whom robbers are brought to convic-
tion ; but I shall always think it my duty to rid my
country of that pernicious vermin, which prey upon
the bowels of the commonwealth—not but that an
incorporated company of licensed thieves might,
under proper regulations, be of service to the com-
munity."

Ferret, emboldened by the passive tameness with
which the stranger bore his last reflection, began to
think he had nothing of Hector but his outside, and
gave a loose to all the acrimony of his party ran-
cour. Hearing the knight mention a company of
licensed thieves, " What else,'' cried he, " is the
majority of the nation ? What is your standing
army at home, that eat up their feilow-subje

(
cts ?

What are your mercenaries abroad, whom you hire
to fight their own quarrels ? What is your militia,

that wise measure of a sagacious ministry, but a
larger gang of petty thieves, who steal sheep and
poultry through mere idleness ; and were they
confronted with an enemy, would steal themselves
away ? What is your but a knot of thieves,
who pillage the nation under colour of law, and
enrich themselves with the wreck of their country?
When you consider the enormous debt of above an
hundred millions, the intolerable load of taxes and
impositions under which we groan, and the man-
ner in which that burden is yearly accumulating,
to support two German electorates, without our
receiving any thing in return, but the shows of
triumph and shadows of conquest ;—I sav, when

you reflect on these circumstances, and at the same
time behold our cities filled with bankrupts, and our
country with beggars, can you be so infatuated as
to deny that the ministry is mad, or worse than
mad—our wealth exhausted, our people miserable,
our credit blasted, and our state on the brink of
perdition? This prospect, indeed, will make the
fainter impression, if we recollect that we our-
selves are a pack of such profligate, corrupted,
pusillanimous rascals, as deserve no salvation."

The stranger, raising his voice to a loud tone,

replied, " Such, indeed, are the insinuations, equally
false and insidious, with which the desperate emis-
saries of a party endeavour to poison the minds of
his Majesty's subjects, in defiance of common ho-
nesty and common sense. But he must be blind to
all perception, and dead to candour, who does not
see and own that we are involved in a just and ne-
cessary war, which has been maintained on truly
British principles, prosecuted with vigour, and
crowned with success ; that our taxes are easy, in
proportion to our wealth ; that our conquests are
equally glorious and important ; that our commerce
flourishes, our people are happy, and our enemies
reduced to despair. Is there a man who boasts a
British heart, that repines at the success and pros-
perity of his country ? Such there are, (O, shame
to patriotism, and reproach to Great Britain !) who
act as the emissaries of France, both in word and
writing ; who exaggerate our necessary burdens,
magnify our dangers, extol the power of our ene-
mies, deride our victories, extenuate our conquests,
condemn the measures of our government, and scat-
ter the seeds of dissatisfaction through the land.
Such domestic traitors are doubly the objects of
detestation ;—first, in perverting truth

; and, se-
condly, in propagating falsehood, to the prejudice
of that community of which they have professed
themselves members. One of these is well known
by the name of Ferret, an old, rancorous, incor-
rigible instrument of sedition. Happy it is for
him that he has never fallen in my way; for, not-
withstanding the maxims of forbearance which I
have adopted, the indignation which the character
of that caitiff inspires, would probably impel me to

some act of violence, and I should crush him like an
ungrateful viper, that gnawed the bosom which
warmed it into life

!"

These last words were pronounced with a wild-
ness of look, that even bordered upon frenzy. The
misanthrope once more retired to the pantry for
shelter, and the rest of the guests were evidently
disconcerted.

Mr. Fillet, in order to change the conversation,
which was likely to produce serious consequences,
expressed uncommon satisfaction at the remarks
which the knight had made, signified his approba-
tion of the honourable office he had undertaken,
declared himself happy in having seen such an ac-
complished cavalier, and observed, that nothing
was wanting to render him a complete knight-er-
rant, but some celebrated beauty, the mistress of
his heart, whose idea might animate his breast,

and strengthen his arm to the utmost exertion
of valour. He added, that love was the soul of
chivalry.

The stranger started at this discourse. He
turned his eyes on the surgeon with a fixed regard ;

his countenance changed; a torrent of tears gushed
down his cheeks ; his head sunk upon his bosom ;

he heaved a profound sigh, and remained in silence
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with all the external marks of unutterable sorrow.
The company were, in some measure, infected by
his despondence, concerning the cause of which
however, they would not venture to inquire.

By this time the landlady, having disposed of
the squire, desired to know, with many curtsies,

if his honour would not choose to put off his wet
garments, assuring him, that she had a very good
feather-bed at his service, upon which many gentle-
volks of the virst quality had lain, that the sheets
were well aired, and that Dolly would warm them
for his worship with a pan of coals. This hospi-
table offer being repeated, he seemed to wake from
a trance of grief, arose from his seat, and bowing
courteously to the company, withdrew.

Captain Crowe, whose faculty of speech had been
all this time absorbed in amazement, now broke
into the conversation with a volley of interjections.

"Split my snatchblock ! — Odd's firkin ! — Splice
my old shoes !—I have sailed the salt seas, brother,
since I was no higher than the Triton's taffrel—
east, west, north, and south, as the saying is

—

Blacks, Indians, Moors, Morattos, and Seapoys;

—

but. smite my timbers ! such a man of war—"
Here he was interrupted by his nephew, Tom

Clarke, who had disappeared at the knight's first en-
trance, and now produced himself with an eagerness
in his look, while the tears started in his eyes.

—

"Lord bless my soul!" cried he, "I know that
gentleman, and his servant, as well as I know my
own father !— I am his own godson, uncle ; he stood
for me when he was a boy— yes, indeed, sir, my
father was steward to the estate— I may say I was
bred up in the family of Sir Everhard Greaves,
who has been dead these two years—this is the
only son, Sir Launcelot ; the best natured, worthy,
generous gentleman— I care not who knows it. I
love him as well as if he was my own flesh and
blood—

"

At this period, Tom, whose heart was of the
melting mood, began to sob and weep plenteously,
from pure affection. Crowe, who was not very
subject to these tendernesses, d—ed him for a
chicken-hearted lubber; repeating, with much
peevishness, " What dost cry for ? what dost cry
for, noddy ?" The surgeon, impatient to know the
story of Sir Launcelot, which he had heard imper-
fectly recounted, begged that Mr. Clarke would
compose himself, and relate it as circumstantially
as his memory would retain the particulars ; and
Tom, wiping his eyes, promised to give him that
satisfaction

; which the reader, if he be so minded,
may partake in the next chapter.

CHAPTER HI.
Which the Reader, on perusal, may wish were Chapter

the last.

The doctor prescribed a repetatur of the julep, and
mixed the ingredients, secundum artem; Tom Clarke
hemmed thrice, to clear his pipes ; while the rest
of the company, including Dolly and her mother,
who had by this time administered to the knight,
composed themselves into earnest and hushed at-
tention. Then the young lawyer began his nar-
rative to this effect :

—

" I tell ye what, gemmen, I don't pretend in this
here case to flourish and harangue like a— having
never been called to—but what of that, d'ye see ?

perhaps I may know as much as— facts are facts,

as the saying is.—I shall tell, repeat, and relate a

plain story—matters of fact, d'ye see, without rhe-
toric, oratory, ornament, or embellishment ; with-
out repetition, tautology, circumlocution, or going
about the bush ; facts which I shall aver, partly on
the testimony of my own knowledge, and parti v
from the information of responsible evidences of
good repute and credit, any circumstance known to
the contrary notwithstanding.—For as the law
saith, if so be as how there is an exception to evi-
dence, that exception is in its nature but a denial of
what is taken to be good by the other party, and
exceptio in non exceptis, Jirmat regulam, d'ye see.

—

But howsomever, in regard to this here affair, we
need not be so scrupulous as if we were pleading
before a judge sedenle curia."—

Ferret, whose curiosity was rather more eager
than that of any other person in this audience,
being provoked by this preamble, dashed the pipe
he had just filled in pieces against the grate ; and
after having pronounced the interjection pish! with
an acrimony of aspect altogether peculiar to him-
self, " If," said he, " impertinence and folly were
felony by the statute, there would be no want of
unexceptionable evidence to hang such an eternal
babbler." "Anan, babbler!" cried Tom, redden-
ing with passion, and starting up ; " I'd have you to
know, sir, that I can bite as well as babble ; and
that, if I am so minded, I can run upon the foot
after my game without being in fault, as the saying
is

; and, which is more, I can shake an old fox by
the collar."

How far this young lawyer might have proceeded
to prove himself staunch on the person of the mis-
anthrope, if he had not been prevented, we shall not
determine

; but the whole company were alarmed
at his looks and expressions. Dolly's rosy cheeks
assumed an ash-colour, while she ran between the
disputants, crying, " Naay, naay—vor the love of
God doan't then, doan't then !" But Captain Crowe
exerted a parental authority over his nephew,
saying, " Avast, Tom, avast !—Snug's the word

—

we'll have no boarding, d'ye see.—Haul forward
thy chair again, take thy berth, and proceed with
thy story in a direct course, without yawning like
a Dutch yanky."

_

Tom, thus tutored, recollected himself, resumed
his seat, and, after some pause, plunged at once
into the current of narration. " I told you before,
gemmen, that the gentleman in armour was the
only son of Sir Everhard Greaves, who possessed a
free estate of five thousand a year in our country,
and was respected by all his neighbours as much
for his personal merit as for his family fortune.
With respect to his son Launcelot, whom you have
seen, I can remember nothing until he returned
from the university, about the age of seventeen,
and then I myself was not more than ten years old.
The young gemmen was at that time in mourning
for lus mother

; though, God knows, Sir Everhard
had more cause to rejoice than to be afflicted at
her death :—for, among friends (here he lowered
his voice, aud looked round the kitchen), she was
very whimsical, expensive, ill-tempered, and, I'm
afraid, a little—upon the—nightly order—a little
touched or so ;—but mum for that—the lady is now
dead

;
and it is my maxim, de mortuis nil nisi lonum.

The young squire was even then very handsome,
and looked remarkably well in his weepers ; but
he had an awkward air and shambling gait, stooped
mortally, and was so shy and silent that he would
not look a stranger in the face, nor open his mouth
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before company. Whenever he spied a horse or

carriage at the gate, he would make his escape

into the garden, and from thence into the park
;

where many is the good time and often he has been

found sitting under a tree, with a book in his hand,

reading Greek, Latin, and other foreign linguas.

" Sir Everhard himself was no great scholar, and

my father had forgot his classical learning ; and so

the rector of the parish was desired to examine

young Launcelot. It was a long time before he

found an opportunity ; the squire always gave him

the slip.—At length the parson catched him in bed

of a morning, and, locking the door, to it they went

tooth and nail. What passed betwixt them the

Lord in heaven knows ; but when the doctor came
forth, he looked wild and haggard as if he had seen

a ghost, his face as white as paper, and his lips

trembling like an aspen-leaf. 'Parson,' said the

knight, 'what is the matter?—how dost find my
son ? I hope he won't turn out a ninny, and dis-

grace his family ?' The doctor, wiping the sweat

from his forehead, replied, with some hesitation,

' he could not tell—he hoped the best—the squire

was to be sure a very extraordinary young gentle-

man.'—But the father urging him to give an ex-

plicit answer, he frankly declared, that, in his

opinion, the son would turn out either a mirror of

wisdom, or a monument of folly ; for his genius and

disposition were altogether preternatural. The
knight was sorely vexed at this declaration, and

signified his displeasure, by saying, the doctor, like

a true priest, dealt in mysteries and oracles, that

would admit of different and indeed contrary inter-

pretations. He afterwards consulted my father,

who had served as a steward upon the estate for

above thirty years, and acquired a considerable

share of his favour. ' Will Clarke,' said he, with

tears in his eyes, ' what shall I do with this

unfortunate lad"? I would to God he had never

been born ; for I fear he will bring my grey hairs

with sorrow to the grave. When I am gone, he

will throw away the estate, and bring himself to

infamy and ruin, by keeping company with rooks

and beggars.—O Will! I could forgive extra-

vagance in a young man ; but it breaks my heart

to see my only son give such repeated proofs of a

mean spirit and sordid disposition '.'

" Here the old gentleman shed a flood of tears,

and not without some shadow of reason. By this

time Launcelot was grown so reserved to his father,

that he seldom saw him or any of his relations,

except when he was in a manner forced to appear

at table, and there his bashfulness seemed every day

to increase. On the other hand, he had formed

some very strange connexions. Every morning he

visited the stable, where he not only conversed with

the grooms and helpers, but scraped acquaintance

with the horses : he fed his favourites with his own
hand, stroked, caressed, and rode them by turns

;

till at last they grew so familiar, that, even when
they were a-field at grass, and saw him at a distance,

they would toss their manes, whinny like so many-

colts at sight of the dam, and galloping up to the

place where he stood, smell him all over.

" You must know that I myself, though a child,

was his companion in all these excursions. He
took a liking to me on account of my being his

godson, and gave me more money than I knew
what to do with. He had always plenty of cash for

the asking, as my father was ordered to supply

him liberally, the "knight thinking that a command

of money might help to raise his thoughts to a

proper consideration of his own importance. He
never could endure a common beggar, that was not

either in a state of infancy or of old age ; but, in

other respects, he made the guineas fly in such a
manner, as looked_ more like madness than gene-

rosity. He had no communication with your rich

yeomen, but rather treated them and their families

with studied contempt, because forsooth they

pretended to assume the dress and manners of the

gentry.
" They kept their footmen, their saddle horses,

and chaises : their wives and daughters appeared

in their jewels, their silks, and their satins, their

negligees and trollopees : their clumsy shanks, like

so many shins of beef, were cased in silk hose

and embroidered slippers : their raw red fingers,

gross as the pipes of a chamber organ, which had
been employed in milking the cows, in twirling the

mop or churn-staff, being adorned with diamonds,

were taught to thrum the pandola, and even tc

touch the keys of the harpsichord ! Nay, in every

village they kept a rout, and set up an assembly

.

and in one place a hog-butcher was master of the

ceremonies.
" I have heard Mr. Greaves ridicule them for

their vanity and awkward imitation ; and therefore,

I believe, he avoided all concerns with them, even

when they endeavoured to engage his attention.

It was the lower sort of people with whom he chiefly-

conversed, such as ploughmen, ditchers, and other

day-labourers. To every cottager in the parish he

was a bounteous benefactor. He was, in the literal

sense of the word, a careful overseer of 'the poor
;

for he went from house to house, industriously in-

quiring into the distresses of the people. He
repaired their huts, clothed their backs, filled their

bellies, and supplied them with necessaries for

exercising their industry and different occupations.

" I'll give you one instance now, as a specimen of

his character :—He and I, strolling one day on the

side of a common, saw two boys picking hips and

haws from the hedges ; one seemed to be about five,

and the other a year older; they were both barefoot

and ragged, but at the same time fat, fair, and in

good condition. 'Who do you belong to?' said

Mr. Greaves. ' To Mary Stile,' replied the oldest,

' the widow that rents one of them housen.' 'And
how dost live, my boy ? Thou lookest fresh and

jolly;' resumed the squire. 'Lived well enough

till yesterday,' answered the child. 'And pray

what happened yesterday, my boy ?' continued Mr.

Greaves. ' Happened !' said he, 'why, mammy had

a coople of little Welsh keawes, that gi'en milk

enough to fill all our bellies ;
mammy's, and mine,

and Dick's here, and my two little sisters' at

hoam :—Yesterday the squire seized the keawes

for rent, God rot'un ! Mammy's gone to bed sick

and sulky ; my two sisters be crying at hoam vor

vood ; and Dick and I be come hither to pick haws

and bullies.'

"My godfather's face grew red as scarlet ; he took

one of the children in either hand, and leading them

towards the house, found Sir Everhard talking with

my father before the gate. Instead of avoiding

the old gentleman, as usual, he brushed up to him

with a spirit he had never shown before, and pre-

senting the two ragged boys, ' Surely, sir,' said he.

'you will not countenance" that there ruffian, your

steward, in oppressing the widow and fatherless ?

On pretence of distraining for the rent of a cottage,
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he has robbed the mother of these and other poor
infant-orphans of two cows, which afforded them
their whole sustenance. Shall you be concerned in

tearing the hard-earned morsel from the mouth of

indigence? Shall your name, which has been so

long mentioned as a blessing, be now detested as a
curse by the poor, the helpless, and forlorn ? The
father of these babes was once your gamekeeper,
who died of a consumption caught in your service.

—You see they are almost naked—I found them
plucking haws and sloes, in order to appease their

hunger. The wretched mother is starving in a
cold cottage, distracted with the cries of other two
infants, clamorous for food ; and while her heart is

bursting with anguish and despair, she invokes
Heaven to avenge the widow's cause upon the head
of her unrelenting landlord !'

" This unexpected address brought tears into the

eyes of the good old gentleman. ' Will Clarke,'

said he to my father, ' how durst you abuse my
authority at this rate ? You who know I have
always been a protector, not an oppressor of the
needy and unfortunate. I charge you, go im-
mediately and comfort this poor woman with im-
mediate relief; instead of her own cows, let her
have two of the best milch cows of my dairy

;

they shall graze in my parks in summer, and be
foddered with my hay in winter.—She shall sit

rent-free for life ; and I will take care of these her
poor orphans.'

" This was a very affecting scene. Mr. Launcelot
took his father's hand and kissed it, while the tears

ran down his cheeks ; and Sir Everhard embraced
his son with great tenderness, crying, ' My dear
boy ! God be praised for having given you such a
feeling heart,' My father himself was moved,
thof a practitioner of the law, and consequently
used to distresses.—He declared, that he had given
no directions to distrain ; and that the bailiff must
have done it by his own authority.— ' If that be the
case,' said the young squire, ' let the inhuman
rascal be turned out of our service.'

" Well, gemmen, all the children were immediately
clothed and fed, and the poor widow had well nigh
run distracted with joy. The old knight, being of
a humane temper himself, was pleased to see such
proofs of his son's generosity. He was not angry
at his spending his money, but at squandering away
his time among the dregs of the people. For you
must know, he not only made matches, portioned
poor maidens, and set up young couples that came
together without money ; but he mingled in every
rustic diversion, and bore away the prize in every
contest. He excelled every swain of that district

in feats of strength and activity ; in leaping, run-
ning, wrestling, cricket, cudgel-playing, and pitch-
ing the bar ; and was confessed to be, out of sight,

the best dancer at all wakes and holidays. Happy
was the country-girl who could engage the young
squire as her partner ! To be sure, it was a comely
sight for to see as how the buxom country-lasses,
fresh and fragrant and blushing like the rose, in

their best apparel dight, their white hose, and clean
short dimity petticoats, their gaudy gowns of printed
cotton ; their top-knots and stomachers, bedizened
with bunches of ribbons of various colours, green,
pink, and yellow ; to see them crowned with gar-
lands, and assembled on May-day, to dance before
squire Launcelot, as he made his morning's progress
through the village. Then all the young peasants
made their appearance with cockades, suited to the

fancies of their several sweethearts, and boughs of
flowering hawthorn. The children sported about
like flocks of frisking lambs, or the 'oung fry

swarming under the sunny bank of some meander-
ing river. The old men and women, in their

holiday-garments, stood at their doors to receive

their benefactor, and poured forth blessings on him
as he passed. The children welcomed him with
their shrill shouts, the damsels with songs of praise,

and the young men with the pipe and tabor, marched
before him to the May-pole, which was bedecked
wtth flowers and bloom. There the rural dance
began. A plentiful dinner, with oceans of good
liquor, was bespoke at the White Hart. The whole
village was regaled at the squire's expense ; and
both the day and the night was spent in mirth and
pleasure.

" Lord help you ! he could not rest if he thought
there was an aching heart in the whole parish.

Every paltry cottage was in a little time converted
into a pretty, snug, comfortable habitation, with a
wooden porch at the door, glass casements in the
windows, and a little garden behind, well stored
with greens, roots, and sallads. In a word, the
poor's rate was reduced to a mere trifle ; and one
would have thought the golden age was revived in

Yorkshire. But, as I told you before, the old
knight could not bear to see his only son so wholly
attached to these lowly pleasures, while he in-

dustriously shunned all opportunities of appearing
in that superior sphere to which he was designed
by nature and by fortune. He imputed his conduct
to meanness of spirit, and advised with my father

touching the properest expedient to wean his affec-

tions from such low-born pursuits. My father

counselled him to send the young gentleman up to

London, to be entered as a student in the Temple,
and recommended him to the superintendence of
some person who knew the town, and might engage
him insensibly in such amusements and connexions,
as would soon lift his ideas above the humble
objects on which they had been hitherto employed.
This advice appeared so salutary, that it was fol-

lowed without the least hesitation. The young
squire himself was perfectly well satisfied with the

proposal ; and in a few days he set out for the great,

city. But there was not a dry eye in the parish at

his departure, although he prevailed upon his father

to pay in his absence all the pensions he had granted
to those who could not live on the fruit of their

own industry. In what manner he spent his time
in London, it is none of my business to inquire

;

thof I know pretty well what kind of lives are led

by gemmen of your Inns of Court.—I myself once
belonged to Serjeant's Inn, and was perhaps as good
a wit and a critic as any Templar of them all.

Nay, as for that matter, thof I despise vanity, I
can aver with a safe conscience, that I had once the
honour to belong to the society called the Town.
We were all of us attorney's clerks, gemmen, and
had our meetings at an ale-house in Butcher-row,
where we regulated the diversions of the theatre.

" But to return from this digression. Sir Ever-
hard Greaves did not seem to be very well pleased
with the conduct of his son at London. He got
notice of some irregularities and scrapes into which
he had fallen ; and the squire seldom wrote to his
father, except to draw upon him for money ; which
he did so fast, that in eighteen months the old
gentleman lost all patience.

" At this period Squire Darnel chanced to die.
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leaving an only daughter, a minor, heiress of three

thousand a-year, under the guardianship of her
uncle Anthony, whose brutal character all the world
knows. The breath was no sooner out of his

brother's body, than he resolved, if possible, to

succeed him in parliament as representative for the

borough of Ashenton. Now you must know, that

this borough had been for many years a bone of

contention between the families of Greaves and
Darnel ; and at length the difference was com-
promised by the interposition of friends, on con-

dition that Sir Everhard and Squire Darnel should

alternately represent the place in parliament. They
agreed to this compromise for their mutual con-
venience ; but they were never heartily reconciled.

Their political principles did not tally ; and their

wives looked upon each other as rivals in fortune

and magnificence. So that there was no inter-

course between them, thof they lived in the same
neighbourhood. On the contrary, in all disputes,

they constantly headed the opposite parties. Sir

Everhard understanding that Anthony Darnel had
begun to canvass, and was putting every iron in

the fire, in violation and contempt of the pactum
familia before mentioned, fell into a violent passion,

that brought on a severe fit of the gout ; by which
he was disabled from giving personal attention to

his own interest. My father, indeed, employed all

his diligence and address, and spared neither money,
time, nor constitution, till at length he drank him-
self into a consumption, which was the death of
him. But, after all, there is a great difference

between a steward and a principal. Mr. Darnel
attended in propria persona, flattered and caressed
the women, feasted the electors, hired mobs, made
processions, and scattered about his money in such
a manner, that our friends durst hardly show their

heads in public.

"At this very crisis, our young squire, to whom
his father had written an account of the transaction,

arrived unexpectedly at Gravesbury Hall, and had
a long private conference with Sir Everhard. The
news of his return spread like wild-fire through all

that part of the country, Bonfires were made, and
the bells set a ringing in several towns and steeples;

and next morning above seven hundred people
were assembled at the gate, with music, flags, and
streamers, to welcome their young squire, and
accompany him to the borough of Ashenton. He
set out on foot with his retinue, and entered one
end of the town just as Mr. Darnel's mob had come
in at the other. Both arrived about the same time
at the market-place ; but Mr. Darnel, mounting
first into the balcony of the town-house, made a
long speech to the people in favour of his own pre-

tensions, not without some invidious reflections

glanced at Sir Everhard, his competitor.
" We did not much mind the acclamations of his

party, which we knew had been hired for the pur-
pose ; but we were in some pain for Mr. Greaves,
who had not been used to speak in public. He
took his turn, however, in the balcony, and, un-
covering his head, bowed all round with the most
engaging courtesy. He was dressed in a green
frock trimmed with gold, and his own dark hair
flowed about his ears in natural curls, while his
face was overspread with a blush, that improved
the glow of youth to a deeper crimson ; and I dare
say set many a female heart a palpitating. When
he made his first appearance, there was just SUck a
humming and clapping of hands as you may have

heard when the celebrated Garrick comes upon the

stage in King Bear, or King Richard, or any other

top character. But how agreeably were we disap-

pointed, when our young gentleman made such an
oration as would not have disgraced a Pitt, an
Egmont, or a Murray ! while he spoke, all was
hushed in admiration and attention

; you could
have almost heard a feather drop to the ground.

It would have charmed you to hear with what
modesty he recounted the services which his father

and grandfather had dene to the corporation ; with

what eloquence he expatiated upon the shameful
infraction of the treaty subsisting between the -two

families ; and with what keen and spirited strokes

of satire he retorted the sarcasms of Darnel.

"He no sooner concluded his harangue, than

there was such a burst of applause, as seemed to

rend the very sky. Our music immediately struck

up ; our people advanced with their ensigns, and,

as every man had a good cudgel, broken heads
would have ensued, had not Air. Darnel and his

party thought proper to retreat with uncommon
despatch. He never offered to make another public

entrance, as he saw the torrent ran so violently

against him ; but sat down with his loss, and with-

drew his opposition, though at bottom extremely
mortified and incensed. Sir Everhard was unani-

mously elected, and appeared to be the happiest

man upon earth
;

for, besides the pleasure arising

from his victory over this competitor, he was now
fully satisfied that his son, instead of disgracing,

would do honour to his family. It would have
moved a heart of stone, to see with what a tender

transport of paternal joy he received his dear

Eauncelot, after having heard of his deportment
and success at Ashenton

;
where, by the by, he

gave a ball to the ladies, and displayed as much
elegance and politeness, as if he had been bred at

the court of Versailles.
" This joyous season was of short duration. In

a little time all the happiness of the family was
overcast by a sad incident, which hath left such an
un ortunate impression upon the mind of the young
gentleman, as, I am afraid, will never be effaced.

Mr. Darnel's niece and ward, the great heiress,

whose name is Aurelia, was the most celebrated

beauty of the whole country ; if I said the whole
kingdom, or indeed all Europe, perhaps I should

barely do her justice. I don't pretend to be a lim-

ner, gemmen ; nor does it become me to delineate

such excellence ; but surely I may presume to re-

peat from the play,

" Oh ! she is a!l that painting can express.

Or youthful poets faucy when they love ?"

" At that time she might be about seventeen

;

tall and fair, and so exquisitely shaped—you may
talk of your Venus de Medicis, your Dianas, your
Nymphs, and Galateas ; but if Praxiteles, and
Roubilliac, and Wilton, were to lay their heads

together, in order to make a complete pattern of

beauty, they would hardly reach her model of per-

fection.—As for complexion, poets will talk of

blending the lily with the rose, and briog in a parcel

of similes of cowslips, carnations, pinks, and daisies.

—There's Dolly, now, has got a very good complex-

ion.—Indeed, she's the very picture of health and

innocence—you are, indeed, my pretty lass ;—but

parva componere maynis.—Miss Darnel is all

amazing beauty, delicacy, and dignity ! Then the

softness and expression of her line blue eyes ; her
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pouting lips of coral hue; her neck, that rises like
a tower of polished alabaster between two mounts
of snow. I tell you what, gemmeni, it don't signify
talking

;
if e'er a one of you was to meet this young

lady alone, in the midst of a heath or common, or
any unfrequented place, he would down on his
knees, and think he kneeled before some super-
natural being. I'll tell you more : she not only re-
sembles an angel in beauty, but a saint in goodness,
and an hermit in humility ;—so void of all pride
and affectation

; so soft, and sweet, and affable, and
humane

! Lord ! I could tell such instances of her
charity

!

"Sure enough, she and Sir Launcelot were
formed by nature for each other. Howsoever,
the cruel hand of fortune hath intervened, and
severed them for ever. Every soul that knew
them both, said it was a thousand pities but they
should come together, and extinguish, in their
happy union, the mutual animosity of the two
families, which had so often embroiled the whole
neighbourhood. Nothing was heard but the praises
of Miss Aurelia Darnel and Mr Launcelot Greaves

;

and no doubt the parties were prepossessed, by
this applause, iu favour of each other. At length,
Mr. Greaves went one Sunday to her parish
church

;
hut, though the greater part of the con-

gregation watched their looks, they could not per-
ceive that sha took the least notice of him ; or that
he seemed to be struck with her appearance. He
afterwards had an opportunity of seeing her, more
at leisure, at the York assembly, during the races

;

but this opportunity was productive of no good
effect, because he had that same day quarrelled
with her uncle on the turf.

• a
An °ld gl-udSe '

3'0U know, gemmen, is soon
inflamed to a fresh rupture. It was thought Mr.
Darnel came on purpose to show his resentment.
They differed about a bet upon Miss Cleverlegs,
and, m the course of the dispute, Mr. Darnel called
him a petulant boy. The young squire, who was
as hasty as gunpowder, told him he was man
enough to chastise him for his insolence ; and would
do it on the spot, if he thought it would not inter-
rupt the diversion. Li all probability they would
have come to points immediately, had not the
gentlemen interposed; so that nothing further
passed, but abundance of foul language on the part
of Mr. Anthony, and a repeated "defiance to single
combat.

Mr. Greaves, making a low bow, retired from
the field

; and in the evening danced at the assem-
bly with a young lady from the bishoprick, seem-
ingly in good temper and spirits, without havino-
any words with Mr. Darnel, who was also present.
But in the morning he visited that proud neighbour
betimes

;
and they had almost reached a grove of

trees on the north side of the town, when they
were suddenly overtaken by half a dozen gentle-
men, who had watched their motions. It was in
vain for them to dissemble their design, which
could not now take effect. They gave up their
pistols, and a reconciliation was patched up by
the pressing remonstrances of their common
friends

;
but Mr. Darnel's hatred still rankled at

bottom, and soon broke out in the sequel. About
three months after this transaction, his niece Aure-
lia, with her mother, having been to visit a ladv in
the chariot, the horses being young, and not used to
the races, were startled at the braying of a jackass
on the common, and taking fright, ran away with
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the carriage, like lightning. The coachman was
thrown from the box, and the ladies screamed
piteously for help. Mr. Greaves chanced to be a
horseback on the other side of an enclosure, when
he heard their shrieks ; and riding up to the hedge,
knew the chariot, and saw their disaster. The
horses were then running full speed in such a
direction, as to drive headlong over a precipice into
a stone quarry, where thev and the chariot, and the
ladies, must be dashed in pieces.

" You may conceive, gemmen, what his thoughts
were when he saw such a fine young lad)', in the
flower of her age, just plunging into eternity;
when he saw the lovely Aurelia on the brink of
being precipitated among rocks, where her delicate
limbs must be mangled and tore asunder ; when he
perceived, that, before he could ride round by the
gate, the tragedy would be finished. The fence
was so thick and high, flanked with a broad ditch
on the outside, that he could not hope to clear it.

although he was mounted on Scipio, bred out of
Miss Cowslip, the sire Muley, and his grandsire the
famous Arabian Mustapha.— Scipio was bred b/my father, who would not have taken a hundred
guineas for him, from any other person but the
young squire—indeed, I have heard my poor
father say—

"

By this time Ferret's impatience was become so
outrageous, that he exclaimed in a furious tone,"D—n your father, and his horse, and his colt into
the bargain !"

Tom made no reply; but began to strip with
great expedition. Captain Crowe was so choked
with passion that he could utter nothing but dis-
jointed sentences. He rose from his seat, bran-
bished his horsewhip, and seizing his nephew by
the collar, cried, " Odd's heartlikins ! sirrah, I have
a good mind—Devil fire your running tackle, you
land-lubber !—can't you steer without all this tack-
ing hither and thither, and the Lord knows whi-
therP-'Noint my block! I'd give thee a rope's
end for thy supper if it wan't—

"

Dolly had conceived a sneaking kindness for the
young lawyer, and thinking him in danger of bein°-
roughly handled, flew to his relief. She twisted
her hand in Crowe's neckcloth without ceremony
crying, "Sha't then, I tell thee, old codger—who
kears a vig vor thy voolish tantrums ?"

While Crowe looked black in the face, and ran
the risk of strangulation under the gripe of this
Amazon, Mr. Clarke having disengaged himself of
his hat, wig, coat, and waistcoat, advanced in an
elegant attitude of manual offence towards the
misanthrope, who snatched up a gridiron from the
chimney corner, and Discord seemed to clap her
sooty wings in expectation of battle. But as the
reader may have more than once already cursed the
unconscionable length of this chapter, we must
postpone to the next opportunity the incidents that
succeeded this denunciation of war.

CHAPTER IV.
In which it appears that the Knight, when heartily set in

for sleeping, was not easily disturbed.

In aU probability the kitchen of the Black Lionfrom a domestic temple of society and good fellow-
ship, would have been converted into a scene or
stage ot sanguinary dispute, had not Pallas or Dis-
cretion interposed in the person of Mr. Fillet and
with the assistance of the ostler, disarmed the 'com-
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batants, not only of their arms, but also of their

resentment.

The impetuosity of Mr. Clarke was a little checked

at sight of the gridiron, which Ferret brandished

with uncommon dexterity; a circumstance from

whence the company were, upon reflection, induced

to believe, that before he plunged into the sea of

politics, he had occasionally figured in the character

of that facetious droll, who accompanies your itin-

erant physicians, under the familiar appellation of

Merry-Andrew, or Jack-Pudding, and on a wooden

stage entertains the populace with a solo on the

salt-box, or a sonata on the tongs and gridiron.

Be that as it mav, the young lawyer seemed to be

a little discomposed at the glancing of this extra-

ordinary weapon of offence, which the fair hands

of Dolly had scoured, until it had shone as bright as

the shield of Achilles ; or as the emblem of good

old English fare, which hangs by a red ribbon

rouud the neck of that thrice-honoured sage's head,

in velvet bonnet cased, who presides by rotation at

the genial board, distinguished by the title of the

Beef-steak Club : where the delicate rumps irresist-

ibly attract the stranger's eye, and, while they seem

to cry, " Come cut me—come cut me," constrain,

by wondrous sympathy, each mouth to overflow.

Where the obhging and humorous Jemmy B—t,

the gentle Billy H—d, replete with human kindness,

and the generous Johnny B—d, respected and

beloved by all the world, attend as the priests and

ministers of mirth, good cheer, and jollity, and

assist with culinary art the raw, unpractised, awk-

ward guest.

But to return from this digressive simile. The

ostler no sooner stept between those menacing an-

tagonists, than Tom Clarke very quietly resumed his

clothes, and Mr. Ferret resigned the gridiron with-

out farther question. The doctor did not find it

quite so easy to release the throat of Captain Crowe

from the masculine grasp of the virago Dolly,

whose fingers could not be disengaged until the

honest seaman was almost at the last gasp. After

some pause, during which lie panted for breath,

and untied his neckcloth, "D—n thee, for a brim-

stone galley," cried he ;
" I was never so grappled

withal since I knew a card from a compass.

—

Adzooks ! the jade has so taughtened my rigging,

d'ye see, that I—Snatch my bow-lines, if I come

athwart thy hawser, Fll turn thy keel upwards

—

or mayhap set thee a-driving under thy bare pcles

—I win—I w iH, you hell-fire, saucy—I will."

Dolly made no reply ; but seeing Mr. Clarke sit

down again with great composure, took her station

likewise at the opposite side of the apartment.

Then Mr. Fillet requested the lawyer to proceed

with his story, which, after three hems, he accord-

ingly prosecuted in these words :

"I told you, gemmen, that Mr. Greaves was

mounted on Scipio, when he saw Miss Darnel and

her mother in danger of being hurried over a pre-

cipice. Without reflecting a moment, he gave

Scipio the spur, and at one spring he cleared five

and twenty feet, over hedge and ditch, and every

obstruction. Then he rode full speed, in order to

turn the coach-horses ;
and, finding them quite

wild and furious, endeavoured to drive against the

counter of the hither horse, which he missed, and

staked poor Scipio on the pole of the coach. The
shock was so great, that the coach-horses made
a full stop within ten yards of the quarry, and

Sir. Greaves was thrown forwards towards the

coach-box, which, mounting with admirable dex-

terity, he seized the reins before the horses could

recover of their fright. At that instant the coach-

man came running up, and loosed them trom the

traces with the utmost despatch. Mr. Greaves had

now time to give his attention to the ladies, who
were well nigh distracted with fear. He no sooner

opened the chariot door than Aurelia, with a wild-

ness of look, sprung into his arms, and, clasping

him round the neck, fainted away. I leave you to

guess, gemmen, what were his feelings at this instant.

The mother was not so discomposed, but that

she could contribute to the recovery of her daughter,

whom the young squire still supported in his em-

brace. At length she retrieved the use of her

senses, and perceiving the situation in which she

was, the blood revisited her face with a redoubled

glow, while she desired him to set her down upon

the turf.

" Mrs. Darnel, far from being shy or reserved in

her compliments of acknowledgments, kissed Mr.

Launeelot without ceremony, the tears of gratitude

running down her cheeks ; she called him her dear

son, her generous deliverer, who, at the hazard of

his own life, had saved her and her child from the

most dismal fate that could be imagined.
" Mr. Greaves was so much transported on this

occasion, that he could not help disclosing a passion,

which he had hitherto industriously concealed.

' What I have done,' said he, ' was but a common
office of humanity, which 1 would have performed

for any of my fellow-creatures ; but for the pre-

servation of Miss Aurelia Darnel, I would at any

time sacrifice my life with pleasure.' The young

lady did not hear this declaration unmoved. Her

face was again flushed, and her eyes sparkled with

pleasure. Nor was the youth's confession disagree-

able to the good lady her mother, who, at one

glance, perceived all the advantages of such an

union between the two families.

" Mr. Greaves proposed to send the coachman to

his father's stable for a pair of sober horses, that

could be depended upon, to draw the ladies home

to their own habitation ; but they declined the

offer, and chose to walk, as the distance was not

great. He then insisted upon his being their con-

ductor ; and, each taking him under the arm, sup-

ported them to their own gate, where such an

apparition filled all the domestics with astonishment.

Mrs. Darnel taking him by the hand, led him into

the house, where she welcomed him with another

affectionate embrace, and indulged him with an

ambrosial kiss of Aurelia, saying, ' But for you, we

had both been by this time in eternity. Sure it

was Heaven that sent you as an angel to our assist-

ance !' She kindly inquired if he had himself

sustained any damage in administering that des-

perate remedy to which they owed their lives. She

entertained him with a small collation ; and, in the

course of the conversation, lamented the animosity

which had so long divided two neighbouring fami-

lies of such influence and character. He was not

slow in signifying his approbation of her remarks,

and expressing the most eager desire of seeing all

those unhappy differences removed. In a word,

they parted with mutual satisfaction.

" Just as he advanced from the outward gate, on

his return to Greavesbury Hall, he was met by

Anthony Darnel on horseback, who, riding up to

him with marks of surprise and resentment, saluted

him with, ' Your servant, sir.—Have you any com-
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mands for me?' The other replying with an air of

indifference, ' None at all,'—Mr. Darnel asked,

what had procured him the honour of a visit. The
young gentleman, perceiving hy the mauner in

which he spoke, that the old quarrel was not yet
extinguished, answered, with equal disdain, that

the visit was not intended for him ; and that, if he
wanted to know the cause of it, he might inform
himself hy his own servants.' ' So I shall,' cried

the uncle of Aurelia ;
' and perhaps let you know

my sentiments of the matter.'
—

' Hereafter as it

may he,' said the youth ; who, turning out of the
avenue, walked home, and made his father ac-

quainted with the particulars of this adventure.
" The old gentleman chid him for his rashness

;

hut seemed pleased with the success of his attempt

;

and still more so, when he understood his senti-

ments ofAurelia, and the deportment of the ladies.

" Next day the son sent over a servant with a
compliment to inquire about their health ; and the

messenger, being seen by Mr. Darnel, was told that

the ladies were indisposed, and did not choose to

be troubled with messages. The mother was really

seized with a fever, produced by the agitation of
her spirits, which every day became more and more
violent, until the physicians despaired of her life.

Believing that her end approached, she sent a
trusty servant to Mr. Greaves, desiring that she
might see him without delay ; and he immediately
set out with the messenger, who introduced him
in the dark.

" He found the old lady in bed almost exhausted,
and the fair Aurelia sitting by her overwhelmed
with grief, her lovely hair in the utmost disorder,

and her charming eyes inflamed with weeping. The
good lady beckoning Mr. Launcelot to approach,
and directing all the attendants to quit the room,
except a favourite maid, from whom I learned the
story, she took him by the hand, and fixing her
eyes upon him with all the fondness of a mother,
shed some tears in silence, while the same marks of
sorrow trickled down his cheeks. After this affect-

ing pause, ' My dear son,' said she, ' Oh ! that I could
have lived to see you so indeed ! you find me
hastening to the goal of life.' Here the tender-

hearted Aurelia, being unable to contain herself

longer, broke out into a violent passion of grief,

and wept aloud. The mother, waiting patiently till

she had thus given vent to her anguish, calmly en-
treated her to resign herself submissively to the
will of Heaven ; then turning to Mr. Launcelot, ' I
had indulged,' said she, ' a fond hope of seeing you
allied to my family. This is no time for me to

insist upon the ceremonies and forms of a vain
world. Aurelia looks upon you with the eyes of
tender prepossession.' No sooner had she pro-
nounced these words than he threw himself on his

knees before the young lady, and pressing her hand
to his lips, breathed the softest expressions which
the most delicate love could suggest. ' I know,'
resumed the mother, ' that your passion is mutually
sincere, and I should die satisfied if I thought your
union would not be opposed ; but that violent man,
my brother-in-law, who is Aurelia's sole guardian,
will thwart her wishes with every obstacle that

brutal resentment and implacable rnalice can con-
trive. Mr. Greaves, I have long admired your
virtues, and am confident that I can depend upon
your honour. You shall give me your word, that
when I am gone you will take no steps in this affair

without the concurrence of your father, and endea-

vour, by all fair and honourable means, to vanquish
the prejudices, and obtain the consent of her uncle;
the rest we must leave to the dispensation of Pro-
vidence.'

" The squire promised, in the most solemn and
fervent manner, to obey all her injunctions, as the
last dictates of a parent whom he should never
cease to honour. Then she favoured them both
with a great deal of salutary advice touching their

conduct before and after marriage, and presented,

him with a ring as a memorial of her affection, at

the same time he pulled another off his finger, and
made a tender of it as a pledge of his love to
Aurelia, whom her mother permitted to receive this

token. Finally, he took a last farewell of the good
matron, and returned to his father with the par-
ticulars of this interview.

" In two days Mrs. Darnel departed this life, and
Aurelia was removed to the house of a relation,

where her grief had like to have proved fatal to
her constitution.

"In the mean time, the mother was no sooner
committed to the earth, than Mr. Greaves, mindful
of her exhortations, began to take measures for a
reconciliation with the guardian. He engaged
several gentlemen to interpose their good offices,

but they always met with the most mortifying-
repulse, and at last Anthony Darnel declared that
his hatred to the house of Greaves was hereditary,
habitual, and unconquerable. He swore he would
spend his heart's blood to perpetuate the quarrel,
and that, sooner than his niece should match with
young Launcelot, he would sacrifice her with his
own hand.

" The young gentleman, finding his prejudice so
rancorous and invincible, left off making any fur-
ther advances, and, since he found it impossible to
obtain his consent, resolved to cultivate the good
graces of Aurelia, and wed her in despite of her im-
placable guardian. He found means to establish a
literary correspondence with her as soon as her
grief was a little abated, and even to effect an in-

terview, after her return to her own house ; but he
soon had reason to repent of his indulgence. The
uncle entertained spies upon the young lady, who
gave him an account of this meeting, in consequence
of which she was suddenly hurried to some distant
part of the country, which we never could discover.

" It was then we thought Mr. Launcelot a little

disordered in his brain, his grief was so wild, and
his passion so impetuous. He refused all sustenance,
neglected his person, renounced his amusements,
rode out in the rain, sometimes bareheaded ; strolled

about the fields all night, and became so peevish,
that none of the domestics durst speak to him
without the hazard of broken bones. Having
played these pranks for about three weeks, to the
unspeakable chagrin of his father, and the astonish-
ment of all that knew him, he suddenly grew calm,
and his good humour returned But this, as your
seafaring people say, was a deceitful calm, that soon
ushered in a dreadful storm.
"He had long sought an opportunity to tamper

with some of Mr. Darnel's servants, who could in-

form him of the place where Aurelia was confined,
but there was not one about the family who could
give him that satisfaction, for the persons who ac-
companied her remained as a watch upon her
motions, and none of the other domestics were
privy to the transaction. All attempts proving
fruitless, he could no longer restrain his impatience.
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but throwing himself in the way of the uncle, up-

braided him in such harsh terms, that a formal

challenge ensued. They agreed to decide their

difference without witnesses, and one morning,

before sunrise, met on that very common where

Mr. Greaves had saved the life of Aurelia. The

first pistol was fired oa each side without any effect,

but Mr. Darnel's second wouuded the young squire

in the flank ; nevertheless, having a pistol in reserve,

he desired his antagonist to ask his life. The

other, instead of submitting, drew his sword, and

Mr. Greaves, firing his piece into the air, followed

his example. The contest then became very hot,

though of short continuance. Darnel being dis-

armed at the first onset, our young squire gave

him back the sword, which he was base enough to

use a second time against his conqueror. £uch an

instance of repeated ingratitude and brutal ferocity

divested Mr. Greaves of his temper and forbear-

ance. He attacked Mr. Anthony with great fury,

and at the first longe ran him up to the hilt, at the

same time seized with his left hand the shell of his

enemy's sword, which he broke in disdain. Mr.

Darnel having fallen, the other immediately

mounted his horse, which he had tied to a tree

before the engagement, and riding full speed to

Ashenton, sent a surgeon to Anthony's assistance.

He afterwards ingenuously confessed all these par-

ticulars to his father, who was overwhelmed with

consternation, for the wounds of Darnel were

judged mortal ; and as no person had seen the par-

ticulars of the duel, Mr. Launcelot might have been

convicted of murder.
" On these considerations, before a warrant could

be served upon him, the old knight, by dint of the

most eager entreaties, accompanied with marks of

horror and despair, prevailed upon his son to with-

draw himself from the kingdom until such time as

the storm should be overblown. Had his heart

been unengaged, he would have chose to travel, but

at this period, when his whole soul was engrossed,

and so violently agitated by his passion for Aurelia,

nothing but the fear of seeing the old gentleman

run distracted would have induced him to desist

from the pursuit of that young lady, far less quit

the kingdom where she resided.

" Well then, gemmen, he repaired to Harwich,

where he embarked for Holland, from whence he

proceeded to Brussels, where he procured a passport

from the French king, by virtue of which he

travelled to Marseilles, and there took a tartan for

Genoa. The first letter Sir Everhard received

from him was dated at Florence. Meanwhile the

surgeon's prognostic was not altogether verified.

Mr. Darnel did not die immediately of his wounds,

but he lingered a long time, as it were in the arms

of death, and even partly recovered, yet, in all

probability, he will never be wholly restored to the

enjoyment of his health, and is obliged every

summer to attend the hot-well at Bristol. As his

wounds began to heal, his hatred to Mr. Greaves

seemed to revive with augmented violence, and he

is now, if possible, more than ever determined

against all reconciliation.

"Mr. Launcelot, after having endeavoured to

amuse his imagination with a succession of curious

objects, in a tour of Italy, took up his residence at

a town called Pisa, and there fell into a deep

melancholy, from which nothing could rouse him
but the news of his father's death.

" The old gentleman, God rest his soul, never

held up his head after the departure of his darling

Launcelot, and the dangerous condition of Darnel

kept up his apprehension. This was reinforced by

the obstinate silence of the youth, and certain ac-

counts of his disordered mind, which he had

received from some of those persons who take

pleasure in communicating disagreeable tidings. A
complication of all these grievances, cooperating

with a severe fit of the gout and gravel, produced

a fever, which, in a few days, brought Sir Everhard

to his long home, after he had settled his affairs

with heaven and earth, and made his peace with

God and man. I'll assure you, gemmen, he made

a most edifying and Christian end ; he died re-

gretted by all his neighbours except Anthony, and

might be said to be embalmed by the tears of the

poor, to whom he was always abounteous benefactor.
" When the son, now Sir Launcelot, came home,

he appeared so meagre, wan, and hollow-eyed, that

the servants hardly knew their young master. His

first care was to take possession of his fortune, and

settle accounts with the steward who had succeeded

my father. These affairs being discussed, he spared

no" pains to get intelligence concerning Miss Darnel

;

and soon learned more of that young lady than he

desired to know ; for it was become the common
talk of the country, that a match was agreed upon

between her and young Squire Sycamore, a gentle-

man of a very great fortune. These tidings were

probably confirmed under her own hand, in a letter

which she wrote to Sir Launcelot. The contents

were never exactly known but to the parties them-

selves ; nevertheless, the effects were too visible,

for, from that blessed moment, he spoke not one

word to any living creature for the space of three

days ; but was seen sometimes to shed a flood of

tears, and sometimes to burst out into a fit of

laughing. At last he broke silence, and seemed to

wake from his disorder. He became more fond

than ever of the exercise of riding, and began to

amuse himself again with acts of benevolence.
'• One instance of his generosity and justice de-

serves to be recorded in brass or marble. You
must know, gemmen, the rector of the parish

was lately dead, and Sir Everhard had promised the

presentation to another clergyman. In the mean

time, Sir Launcelot chancing one Sunday to ride

through a lane, perceived a horse saddled and

bridled, feeding on the side of a fence ;
and, casting

his eyes around, beheld on the other side of the

hedge an object lying extended on the ground,

which he took to be the body of a murdered tra-

veller. He forthwith alighted, and, leaping into the

field, descried a man at full length, wrapped in a great

coat and writhing in agony. Approaching nearer,

he foundit was aclergyman.inhis gown and cassock.

When he inquired into the case, and offered his as-

sistance, the stranger rose up, thanked him for his

courtesy, and declared that he was now very well.

The knight who thought there was something mys-

terious in this incident, expressed a desire to know

the cause of his rolling in the grass in that manner,

and the clergyman, who knew his person, made no

scruple in gratifying his curiosity. 'You must know,

sir,' said he, ' I serve the curacy of your own parish,

for which the late incumbent paid me twenty pounds

a year; but this sum being scarce sufficient to

maintain my wife and children, who are five in

number, I agreed to read prayers in the afternoon

at another church, about four miles from hence ;

and for this additional duty I receive ten pounds
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more. As I keep a horse, it was formerly an
agreeable exercise rather than a toil ; but of late
years I have been afflicted with a rupture, for
which I consulted the most eminent operators in
the kingdom

; but I have no cause to rejoice in
the effects of their advice, though one cf them as-
sured me I was completely cured. The malady is
now more troublesome than ever, and often comes
upon me so violently while I am on horseback,
that I am forced to alight, and lie down upon the
ground, until the cause of the disorder can for the
time be reduced.'

" Sir Launcelot not only condoled with him upon
his misfortune, but desired him to throw up the se-
cond cure, and he would pay him ten pounds a year
out of his own pocket. 'Your generosity con-
founds me, good sir,' replied the clergyman ;

' and
yet I ought not to be surprised at any instance of
benevolence in Sir Launcelot Greaves ; but I will
check the fulness of my heart. I shall only ob-
serve, that your good intention towards me can
hardly take effect, The gentleman, who is to suc-
ceed the late incumbent, has given me notice to
quit the premises, as he hath provided a friend of
his own for the curacy.' ' What !' cried the
knight, 'does he mean to take your bread from
you, without assigning any other reason ?' ' Surely,
sir,' replied the ecclesiastic, ' I know of no other
reason. I hope my morals are irreproachable, and
that I have done my duty with a conscientious re-
gard

;
I may venture an appeal to the parishioners

among whom I have lived these seventeen years.
After all, it is natural for every man to favour his
own friends in preference to strangers. As for me,
I propose to try my fortune in the great city, and I
doubt not but Providence will provide for me andmy little ones.'

" To this declaration Sir Launcelot made no re-
ply

;
but, riding home, set on foot a strict inquiry

into the character of this man, whose name was
Jenkins. He found that he was a reputed scholar,
equally remarkable for his modesty and good life

;

that he visited the sick, assisted the needy, com-
promised disputes among his neighbours, and spent
his time in such a manner as would have done
honour to any christian divine. Thus informed,
the knight sent for the gentleman to whom the
living hi?d been promised, and accosted him to this
effect. ' Mr. Tootle, I have a favour to ask of
you. The person who serves the cure of this
parish is a man of good character, beloved by the
people, and has a large family. I shall be obliged
to you if you will continue him in the curacy.'
The other told him he was sorry he could not com-
ply with his request, being that he had already
promised the curacy to a friend of his own. ' No
matter,' replied Sir Launcelot, 'since I have not
interest with you, I will endeavour to provide for
Mr. Jenkins in some other way.'
"That same afternoon he walked over to the

curate's house, and told him that he had spoken in
his behalf to Dr. Tootle, but the curacy was pre-
engaged. The good man having made a thousand
acknowledgments for the trouble his honour had
taken

;
' I have not interest sufficient to make you

curate,' said the knight, ' but I can give you the
living itself, and that you shall have.' So sayin°-
he retired, leaving Mr. Jenkins incapable of uttering
one syllable, so powerfully was he struck with this
unexpected turn of good fortune. The presenta-
tion was immediately made out, and in a few days
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Mr. Jenkins was put in possession of his benefice
to the inexpressible joy of the congregation.

''Hitherto every thing went right, and every un-
prejudiced person commended the knight's conduct

;

but in a little time his generosity seemed to over-
leap the bounds of discretion, and even in some
cases might be thought tending to a breach of the
king's peace. For example, he compelled, vi et
anus, a rich farmer's son to marry the daughter of
a cottager, whom the young fellow had debauched.
Indeed it seems there was a promise of marriage in
the case, though it could not be legally ascertained.
The wench took on dismally, and her parents had
recourse to Sir Launcelot, who, sending for the
delinquent, expostulated with him severely on the
injury he had done the young woman, and exhorted
him to save her life and reputation by performing
his promise, in which case he, Sir Launcelot, would
give her three hundred pounds to her portion.
Whether the farmer thought there was something
interested in this uncommon offer, or was a little
elevated by the consciousness of his father's wealth,
he rejected the proposal with rustic disdain, and
said, if so be as how the wench would swear the
child to him, he would settle it with the parish ; but
declared, that no squire in the land should oblige
him to buckle with such a cracked pitcher. This
resolution, however, he could not maintain

;
for, in

less than two hours the rector of the parish had
direction to publish the banns, and the ceremony
was performed in due course.

" Now, though we know not precisely the nature
of the arguments that were used with the farmer,
we may conclude they were of the minatory spe-
cies, for the young fellow eoidd not, for some time,
look any person in the face.

" The knight acted as the general redresser of
grievances. If a woman complained to him of
being ill-treated by her husband, he first inquired
into the foundation of the complaint, and if he
found it just, catechised the defendant. If the
warning had no effect, and the man proceeded to
fresh acts of violence, then his judge took the exe-
cution of the law in his own hand, and horse-
whipped the party. Thus he involved himself in
several law-suits, that drained him of pretty large
sums of money. He seemed particularly incensed
at the least appearance of oppression; and sup-
ported divers poor tenants against the extortion of
their landlords. Nay, he has been known to travel
two hundred miles as a volunteer, to offer his as-
sistance in the cause of a person, who he heard
was by chicanery and oppression wronged of a
considerable estate. He accordingly took her under
his protection, relieved her distresses, and was at a
vast expense in bringing the suit to a determination

;

which being unfavourable to his client, he resolved
to bring an appeal into the House of Lords, and
certainly would have executed his purpose if the
gentlewoman had not died in the interim."
At this period Ferret interrupted the narrator by

observing that the said Greaves was a common
nuisance, and ought to be prosecuted on the statute
ot barratry.

"No sir," resumed Mr. Clarke, "he cannot be
convicted of barratry, unless he is always at vari-
ance with some person or other, a mover of suits
and quarrels, who disturbs the peace under colour
ot law. Therefore he is in the indictment styled,
Communis malefactor, calumniator, et seminator
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"Pr'yfhee, truce -with thy definitions," cried

Ferret, " and make an end to thy long-winded

story. Thou hast no title to be so tedious, until

thou comest to have a coif in the Court of Common
Pleas."

Tom smiled contemptuous, and had just opened

his mouth to proceed, when the company were

disturbed by a hideous repetition of groans, that

seemed to issue from the chamber in which the

body of the squire was deposited. The landlady

snatched the candle, and ran into the room, followed

hy the doctor and the rest ; and this accident

naturally suspended the narration. In like manner

we shall conclude the chapter, that the reader may
have time to breathe and digest what he has already

heard.

CHAPTER V.

In which this Recapitulation draws to a close.

"When the landlady entered the room from whence

the groaning proceeded, she found the squire lying

on his back, under the dominion of the night-mare,

which rode him so hard that he not only groaned

and snorted, but the sweat ran down his face in

streams. The perturbation of his brain, occasioned

by this pressure, and the fright he had lately un-

dergone, gave rise to a very terrible dream, in

which he fancied himselfapprehended for a robbery.

The horror of the gallows was strong upon him,

when he was suddenly awaked by a violent shock

from the doctor ; and the company broke in upon
his view, still perverted by fear, and bedimmed by
slumber. His dream was now realized by a full

persuasion that he was surrounded by the constable

and his gang. The first object that presented itself

to his disordered view, was the figure of Ferret,

who might very well have passed for the finisher of

the law
;
against him, therefore, the first effort of

his despair was directed. He started upon the

floor, and seizing a certain ntensil, that shall be

nameless, launched it at the misanthrope with

such violence, that had he not cautiously slipt his

head aside, it is supposed that actual fire would have

been produced from the collision of two such hard

and solid substances. All future mischief was pre-

vented by the strength and agility of Captain Crowe,

who, springing upon the assailant, pinioned his

arms to his sides, crying, " 0, d—n ye, if you are

for running a-head, I'll soon bring you to your

bearings."

The squire, thus restrained, soon recollected him-

self, and gazing upon every individual in the apart-

ment, " Wounds," said he, 'T've had an ugly dream.

I thought, for all the world, they were carrying me
to Newgate, and that there was Jack Ketch coom
to vetch me before my taim."

Ferret, who was the person he had thus dis-

tinguished, eyeing him with a look of the most em-
phatic malevolence, told him it was very natural for

a knave to dream of Newgate ; and that he hoped
to see the day when his dream would be found a

true prophesy, and the commonwealth purged of all

such rogues and vagabonds. But it could not be
expected that the vulgar would be honest and con-

scientious, while the great were distinguished by
profligacy and corruption. The squire was dis-

posed to make a practical reply to this insinuation,

when Mr. Ferret prudently withdrew himself from
the scene of altercation. The good woman of the

house persuaded his antagonist to take out his nap,

assuring him that the eggs and bacon, with a mug
of excellent ale, should be forthcoming in due

season. The affair being thus fortunately adjusted,

the guests returned to the kitchen, and Mr. Clarke

resumed his story to this effect :

—

"You'll please to take notice, gemmen, that, be-

sides the instances I have alleged of Sir Launcelot's

extravagant benevolence, I could recount a great

many others of the same nature, and particularly

the laudable vengeance he took of a country lawyer.

I'm sorry that any such miscreant should belong to

the profession. He was clerk of the assize, gem-
men, in a certain town, not a great way distant

;

and having a blank pardon left by the judges for

some criminals whose cases were attended with

favourable circumstances, he would not insert the

name of one who could not procure a guinea for

the fee ; and the poor fellow, who had only stole

an hour-glass out of a shoemaker's window, was
actually executed, after a long respite, during which

he had been permitted to go abroad, and earn his

subsistence by his daily labour.
" Sir Launcelot being informed of this barbarous

act of avarice, and having some ground that bor-

dered on the lawyer's estate, not only rendered him
contemptible and k.famous, by exposing him as

often as they met on the grand jury, but also, being

vested with the property of the great tithe, proved

such a troublesome neighbour, sometimes by
making waste among his hay and corn, sometimes

by instituting suits against him for petty trespasses,

that he was fairly obliged to quit his habitation,

and remove into another part of the kingdom.
" All these avocations could not divert Sir Laun-

celot from the execution of a wild scheme, which

has carried his extravagance to such a pitch that I

am afraid, if a statute—you understand me, gemmen
—were sued, the jury would—I don't choose to ex-

plain myself further on this circumstance. Be that

as it may, the servants at Greavesburyhall were not

a little confounded, when their master took down
from the family armoury a complete suit of armour,

which belonged to his great grandfather, Sir Mar-
maduke Greaves, a great warrior, who lost his life

in the service of his king. This armour being

scoured, repaired, and altered, so as to fit Sir Laun-

celot, a certain knight, whom I don't choose to

name, because I believe he cannot be proved rornpos

mentis, came down, seemingly on a visit, with two

attendants ; and, on the evening of the festival of

St. George, the armour being carried into the

chapel, Sir Launcelot (Lord have mercy upon us !)

remained all night in that dismal place alone, and

without light, though it was confidently reported all

over the country, that the place was haunted by the

spirit of his great great uncle, who, being lunatic,

had cut his throat from ear to ear, and was found

dead on the communion table."

It was observed, that while Mr. Clarke rehearsed

this circumstance his eyes began to stare and his

teeth to chatter; while Dolly, whose looks were

fixed invariably on this narrator, growing pale, and

hitching her joint-stool nearer the chimney, ex-

claimed, in a frightened tone, '• Moother, moother, in

the neame of God, look to 'un ! how a quakes !
as

I'm a precious saoul, a looks as if a saw something."

Tom forced a smile, and thus proceeded :

—

" While Sir Launcelot tarried within the chapel,

with the doors all locked, the other knight stalked

round and round it on the outside, with his sword

drawn, to the terror of divers persons who were
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present at the ceremony. As soon as day broke he
opened one of the doors, and going in to Sir Laun-
celot, read a book for some time, which we did sup-
pose to be the constitutions of knight errantry.
Then we heard a loud slap, which echoed through
the whole chapel, and the stranger pronounce, with
an audible and solemn voice, ' In the name of God,
St. Michael, and St. George, I dub thee knight-
be faithful, bold, and fortunate.' You cannot ima-
gine, gemmen, what an effect this strange cere-
mony had upon the people who were assembled.
They gazed at one another in silent horror, and
when Sir Launcelot came forth completely armed,
took to their heels in a body, and fled with the ut-
most precipitation. I myself was overturned in the
crowd

;
and this was the case with that very indi-

vidual person who now serves him as squire. He
was so frightened that he could not rise, but lay
roaring in such a manner that the knight came up
and gave him a thwack with his lance across the
shoulders, which roused him with a vengeance.
For my own part I freely own I was not unmoved
at seeing such a figure come stalking out of a
church in the gray of the morning

; for it recalled
to my remembrance the idea of the ghost in Hamlet,
which I had seen acted in Prury Lane, when I
made my first trip to London, and I had not yet got
rid of the impression.

"Sir Launcelot, attended by the other knight,
proceeded to the stable, from whence, with his own
hands, he drew forth one of his best horses, a fine
mettlesome sorrel, who had got blood in him, orna-
mented with rich trappings. In a trice, the two
knights, and the other two strangers, who now
appeared to be trumpeters, were mounted. Sir
Launcelot's armour was lacquered black ; and on
his shield was represented the moon in her first
quarter, with the motto, Impleat orbem. The trum-
pets having sounded a charge, the stranger pro-
nounced with a loud voice, ' God preserve this
gallant knight in all his honourable achievements

;

and may he long continue to press the sides of his
now adopted steed, which I denominate Bronzo-
marte, hoping that he will rival in swiftness and
spirit, Bayardo, Brigliadoro, or any other steed of
past or present chivalry !' After another flourish
of the trumpets, all four clapped spurs to their
horses, Sir Launcelot couching his lance, and gal-
loped to and fro, as if they had been mad, to the
terror and astonishment of all the spectators.

" What should have induced our knight to choose
this here man for his squire, is not easy to deter-
mine

; for, of all the servants about the house, he
was the least likely either to please his master, or
engage in such an undertaking. His name is

Timothy Crabshaw, and he acted in the capacity
of whipper in to Sir Everard. He afterwards
married the daughter of a poor cottager, by whom
he has several children, and was employed about
the house as a ploughman and carter. To be sure,
the fellow has a dry sort of humour about him

;

but he was universally hated among the servants,
for his abusive tongue and perverse disposition,
which often brought him into trouble

; for, though
the fellow is as strong as an elephant, he has no
more courage naturally than a chicken; I say
naturally, because, since his being a member of
knight-errantry, he has done some things that ap-
pear altogether incredible and preternatural.

" Timothy kept such a bawling, after he had
received the blow from Sir Launcelot, that every

body on the field thought some of his bones were
broken ; and his wife, with five bantlings, came
sniveling to the knight, who ordered her to send
the husband directly to his house. Tim accordingly
went thither, groaning piteously all the way, creep-
ing along, with his body bent like a Greenland
canoe. As soon as he entered the court, the out-
ward door was shut ; and Sir Launcelot coming
down stairs with a horsewhip in his hand, asked
what was the matter with him that be complained
so dismally ? To this question he replied, that
it was as common as duck-weed in his country for

a man to complain when his bones were broke.
' What should have broke your bones?' said the
knight. ' I cannot guess,' answered the other,
' unless it was that delicate switch that your honour
in your mad pranks handled so dexterously upon
my carcass.' Sir Launcelot then told him, there
was nothing so good for a bruise, as a sweat ; and
he had the remedy in his hand. Timothy, eyeing
the horsewhip askance, observed that there was
another still more speedy, to wit, a moderate pill

of lead, with a sufficient dose of gunpowder. ' No,
rascal,' cried the knight ;

' that must be reserved for
your betters.' So saying, he employed the instru-
ment so effectually, that Crabshaw soon forgot his

fractured ribs, and capered about with great agility.
" When he had been disciplined in this manner

to some purpose, the knight told him he might
retire, but ordered him to return next morning,
when he should have a repetition of the medicine,
provided he did not find himself capable of walking
in an erect posture.

" The gate was no sooner thrown open, than
Timothy ran home with all the speed of a grey-
hound, and corrected his wife, by whose advice he
had pretended to be so grievously damaged in his
person.

" Nobody dreamed that he would next day pre-
sent himself at Greavesbury Hall ; nevertheless,
he was there very early in the morning, and even
closeted a whole hour altogether with Sir Launcelot.
He came out, making wry faces, and several times
slapped himself on the forehead, crying, ' Bodikins!
thof he be crazy, I an't, that I an't ?' When he
was asked what was the matter, he said, he be-
lieved the devil had got in him, and he should never
be his own man again.

" That same day the knight carried him to
Ashenton, where he bespoke those accoutrements
which he now wears ; and while these were making,
it was thought the poor fellow would have run dis-

tracted. He did nothing but growl, and curse and
swear to himself, run backwards and forwards be-
tween his own hut and Greavesbury Hall, and
quarrel with the horses in the stable. At length,
his wife and family were removed into a snug farm
house, that happened to be empty, and care taken
that they should be comfortably maintained.

" These precautions being taken, the knight, one
morning, at day-break, mounted Bronzomarte, and
Crabshaw, as his squire, ascended the back of a
clumsy cart-horse, called Gilbert. This, again,
was looked upon as an instance of insanity in the
said Crabshaw

; for, of all the horses in the stable,
Gilbert was the most stubborn and vicious, and
had often like to have done mischief' to Timothy
while he drove the cart and plough. When he was
out of humour, he would kick and plunge as if the
devil was in him. He once thrust Crabshaw into
the middle of a quick-set hedge, where he was

s s 2
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terribly torn ; another time he canted him over his

head into a quagmire, -where he stuck with his

heels up, and must have perished, if people had not

been passing that way ; a third time he seized him
in the stable with his teeth by the rim of the belly,

and swung him off the ground, to the great danger

of his life ; and I'll be hanged, if it was not owing
to Gilbert, that Crabshaw was now thrown into

the river.
" Thus mounted and accoutred, the knight and

his squire set out on their first excursion. They
turned off from the common highway, and travelled

all that day without meeting any thing worthy
recounting ;

but, in the morning of the second day,

they were favoured with an adventure. The hunt
was upon a common through which they travelled,

and the hounds were in full cry after a fox, when
Crabshaw, prompted by his own mischievous dis-

position, and neglecting the order of his master,

who called aloud to him to desist, rode up to the

hounds, and crossed them at full gallop. The
huntsman, who was not far off, running towards

the squire, bestowed upon his head such a memento
with his pole, as made the landscape dance before

his eyes ; and, in a twinkling, he was surrounded
by all the fox-hunters, who plied their whips about

his ears with infinite agility. Sir Launcelot, ad-

vancing at an easy pace, instead of assisting the

disastrous squire, exhorted his adversaries to punish

him severely for his insolence, and the}' were not

slow in obeying this injunction. Crabshaw, find-

ing himself in this disagreeable situation, and that

there was no succour to be expected from his mas-
ter, on whose prowess he had depended, grew
desperate, and, clubbing his whip, laid about him
with great fury, wheeling about Gilbert, who was
not idle; for he, having received some of the favours

intended for his rider, both bit with his teeth, and
kicked with his heels ; and, at last, made his way
through the ring that encircled him, though not

before he had broke the huntsman's leg, lamed one
of the best horses on the field, and killed half a

score of the hounds.
" Crabshaw, seeing himself clear of the fray, did

not tarry to take leave of his master, but made the

most of his way to Greavesbury Hail, where he
appeared hardly with any vestige of the human
countenance, so much had he been defaced in this

adventure. He did not fail to raise a great clamour
against Sir Launcelot, whom he cursed as a coward
in plain terms, swearing he would never serve him
another day. But whether he altered his mind on
cooler reflection, or was lectured by his wife, who
well understood her own interest, he rose with the

cock, and went again in quest of Sir Launcelot,

whom he found on the eve of a very hazardous
enterprise.

" In the midst of a lane, the knight happened to

meet with a party of about forty recruits, com-
manded by a Serjeant, a corporal, and a drummer,
which last had his drum slung at his back ; but

seeing such a strange figure mounted on a high-

spirited horse, he was seized with an inclination to

divert his company. With this view, he braced his

drum, and, hanging it in its proper position, began
to beat a point of war, advancing under the very
nose of Bronzomarte ; while the corporal exclaimed,
'D—n my eyes, who have we got here?— old
King Stephen, from the horse armoury in the tower,
or the fellow that rides armed at my lord mayor's
show?' The knight's steed seemed, at least, as

well pleased with the sound of the drum, as jrere

the recruits that followed it; and signified his satis-

faction in some curvettings and caprioles, which did

not at all discompose the rider, who, addressing
himself to the Serjeant, ' Friend,' said he, ' you
ought to teach your drummer better manners. I

would chastise the fellow on the spot for his inso-

lence, were it not out of the respect I bear to his

Majesty's service.' ' Respect mine a !' cried

this ferocious commander ;
' what, d'ye think to

frighten us with your pewter piss-pot on your skull,

and your lacquered pot-lid on your arm ? Get out

of the way, and be d—ned, or I'll raise with my hal-

bert such a clutter upon your target, that you'll

remember it the longest day you have to live.' At
that instant, Crabshaw arriving upon Gilbert, ' So,

rascal,' said Sir Launcelot, ' you are returned. Go
and beat in that scoundrel's drum-head.'

"The squire, who saw no weapons of offence

about the drummer hut a sword, which he hoped
the owner durst not draw, and being resolved to

exert himself in making atonement for his deser-

tion, advanced to execute his master's orders ; but

Gilbert, who liked not the noise, refused to proceed
in the ordinary way. Then the squire turning his

tail to the drummer, he advanced in a retrograde

motion, and with one kick of his heels, not only

broke the drum into a thousand pieces, hut laid the

drummer in the mire, with such a blow upon his

hip-bone, that he halted all the days of his life.

The recruits, perceiving the discomfiture of their

leader, armed themselves with stones ; the Serjeant

raised his halbert in a posture of defence, and im-

mediately a severe action ensued. By this time,

Crabshaw had drawn his sword, and begun to lay

about him like a devil incarnate
;

but, in a little

time, he was saluted by a volley of stones, one of

which knocked out two of his grinders, and brought
him to the earth, where he had like to have found no
quarter ; for the whole company crowded about him,

with their cudgels brandished ; and perhaps he owed
his preservation to their pressing so hard that they

hindered one another from using their weapons.
" Sir Launcelot, seeing with indignation the un-

worthy treatment his squire had received, and
scorning to stain his lance with the blood of ple-

beians, instead of couching it at the rest, seized it

by the middle, and fetching one blow at the Serjeant,

broke in twain the halbert which he had raised as

a quarter-staff for his defence. The second stroke

encountered his pate, which being the hardest part

about him, sustained the shock without damage

;

but the third, lighting on his ribs, he honoured the

giver with immediate prostration. The general

being thus overthrown, Sir Launcelot advanced to

the relief of Crabshaw, and handled his weapon so

effectually, that the whole body of the enemy were

disabled or routed, before one cudgel had touched

the carcass of the fallen squire. As for the corporal,

instead of standing by his commanding officer, he

had overleaped the hedge, and run to the constable

of an adjoining village for assistance. Accordingly,

before Crabshaw could be properly remounted, the

peace officer arrived with his posse ; and by the

corporal was charged with Sir Launcelot and his

squire, as two highwaymen. The constable, asto-

nished at the martial figure of the knight, and

intimidated at sight of the havoc he had made,

contented himself with standing at a distance, dis-

playing the badge of his office, and reminding the

knight that he represented his Majesty's person.
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" Sir Launcelot, seeing the poor man in great

agitation, assured him that his design was to enforce,

not violate the laws of his country ; and that he

and his squire would attend him to the next justice

of peace
,
hut, in the meantime, he, in his turn,

charged the peace officer with the Serjeant and
drummer, who had begun the fray.

" The justice had been a pettifogger, and was a

sycophant to a nobleman in the neighbourhood,

who had a post at court. He therefore thought he

should oblige his patron, by showing his respect for

the military; but treated our knight with the most
boorish insolence ; and refused to admit him into

his house, until he had surrendered all his weapons
of offence to the constable. Sir Launcelot and his

squire being found the aggressors, the justice in-

sisted upon making out their mittimus, if they did

not find bail immediately ; and could hardly be
prevailed upon to agree that they should remain at

the house of the constable, who, being a publican,

undertook to ke»p them in safe custody, until the

knight could write to his steward. Meanwhile he
was bound over to the peace ; and the Serjeant with

his drummer were told they had a good action

against him for assault and battery, either by in-

formation or indictment.
" They were not, however, so fond of the law as

the justice seemed to be. Their sentiments had
taken a turn in favour of Sir Launcelot, during the

course of his examination, by which it appeared
that he was really a gentleman of fashion and for-

tune ; and they resolved to compromise the affair

without the intervention of his worship. Accord-
ingly, the serjeant repaired to the constable's house,

where the knight was lodged; and humbled himself

before his honour, protesting with many oaths, that,

if he had known his quality, he would have beaten
the drummer's brains about his ears, for presuming
to give his honour or his horse the least distur-

bance ; thof the fellow, he believed, was sufficiently

punished in being a cripple for life.

" Sir Launcelot admitted of his apologies ; and
taking compassion on the fellow who had suffered

so severely for his folly, resolved to provide for

his maintenance. Upon the representation of the

parties to the justice, the warrant was next day
discharged ; and the knight returned to his own
house, attended by the serjeant and the drummer
mounted on horseback, the recruits being left to

the corporal's charge.

"The halberdier found the good effects of Sir

Launcelot's liberality ; and his companion being
rendered unfit for his Majesty's service, by the heels

of Gilbert, is now entertained at Greavesbury Hall,

where he will probably remain for life.

" As for Crabshaw, his master gave him to un-
derstand, that if he did not think him pretty well

chastised for his presumption and flight, by the

discipline he had undergone in the last two adven-
tures, he would turn him out of his service with
disgrace. Timothy said he believed it would be the

greatest favour he could do him to turn him out of

a service in which he knew he should be rib-roasted

every day, and murdered at last.

" In this situation were things at Greavesbury
Hall about a month ago, when I crossed the country
to Ferrybridge, where I met my uncle. Probably,
this is the first incident of their second excursion

;

for the distance between this here house and Sir

Launcelot's estate does not exceed fourscore or
ninety miles."

CHAPTER VI.

In which the Reader will perceive that in some cases Mad-
ness is catching.

Mr. Clarke having made an end of his narrative,

the surgeon thanked him for the entertainment he

had received ; and Mr. Ferret shrugged up his

shoulders in silent disapprobation. As for Captain

Crowe, who used at such pauses to pour in a broad-

side of dismembered remarks, linked together like

chain-shot, he spoke not a syllable for some time

;

but, lighting a fresh pipe at the candle, began to

roll such voluminous clouds of smoke as in an
instant filled the whole apartment, and rendered

himself invisible to the whole company. Though
he thus shrouded himself from their view, he did

not long remain concealed from their hearing.

They first heard a strange dissonant cackle, which
the doctor knew to be a sea-laugh, and this

was followed by an eager exclamation of " Rare
pastime, strike my yards and top masts!—I've a

good mind—why shouldn't—many a losing voyage
I've—smite my taff'rel but I wool—

"

By this time he had relaxed so much in his

fumigation, that the tip of his nose and one eye
re-appeared ; and as he had drawn his wig forwards,

so as to cover his whole forehead, the figure that

now saluted their eyes was much more ferocious

and terrible than the fire-breathing chimera of the

ancients. Notwithstanding this dreadful appearance,

there was no indignation in his heart, but, on the

contrary, an agreeable curiosity, which he was
determined to gratify.

Addressing himself to Mr. Fillet, "Pr'ythee,

doctor," said he, "canst tell, whether a man, with-

out being rated a lord or a baron, or what d'ye call

um, d'ye see, mayn't take to the highway in the

way of a frolic, d'ye see?—Adad ! for my own part,

brother, I'm resolved as how to cruise a bit in the

way of an arrant—if so be as I can't at once be
commander, mayhap I may be bore upon the books
as a petty officer or the like, d'ye see."

' Now, the Lord forbid!" cried Clarke, with

tears in his eyes, " I'd rather see you dead than

brought to such a dilemma." " Mayhap thou

wouldst," answered the uncle ; for then, my lad,

there would be some picking—aha ! dost thou tip

me the traveller, my boy ?" Tom assured him he
scorred any such mercenary views. " I am only

concerned," said he, " that you should take any
step that might tend to the disgrace of yourself or

your family ; and I say again I had rather die than
live to see you reckoned any otherwise than com-
pos."—" Die and be d—ned ! you shambling half-

timber'd son of a ," cried the choleric Crowe

;

" dost talk to me of keeping a reckoning and
compass ?—I could keep a reckoning, and box my
compass long enough before thy keel-stone was
laid—Sam Crowe is not come here to ask thy
counsel how to steer his course." " Lord! sir," re-

sumed the nephew, "consider what people will say

—all the world will think you mad." " Set thy
heart at ease, Tom," cried the seaman, " I'll have a
trip to and again in this here channel. Mad ! what
then? I think for my part one half of the nation is

mad—and the other not very sound—I don't see
why I han't as good a right to be mad as another
man—but, doctor, as I was saying, I'd be bound to

you, if you would direct me where I can buy that

same tackle that an arrant must wear; as for the

matter of the long pole, headed with iron, I'd never
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desire better than a good boat-hook, and could
make a special good target of that there tin sconce
that holds the candle—mayhap any blacksmith
will hammer me a scull-cap, d'ye see, out of an old

brass kettle ; and I can call my horse by the name
of my ship, which was Mufti."

The surgeon was one of those wags who can
laugh inwardly, without exhibiting the least out-

ward mark of mirth or satisfaction. Ho at once
perceived the amusement which might be drawn
from this strange disposition of the sailor, together
with the most likely means which could be used to

divert him from such an extravagant pursuit. He
therefore tipped Clarke the wink with one side of
his face, while the other was very gravely turned
to the captain, whom he addressed to this effect.

" It is not far from hence to Sheffield, where you
might be fitted completely in half a day—then
you must wake your armour in church or chapel,

and be dubbed. As for this last ceremony, it maybe
performed by any person whatsoever. Don Quixote
was dubbed by his landlord ; and there are many-
instances on record, of errants obliging and com-
pelling the next person they met to cross their

shoulders, and dub them knights. I myself would
undertake to be your godfather ; and I have interest

enough to procure the keys of the parish church
that stands hard by ; besides, this is the eve of St.

Martin, who was himself a knight-errant, and
therefore a proper patron to a noviciate. I wish
we could borrow Sir Launcelot's armour for the
occasion."

Crowe, being struck with this hint, started up,

and laying his fingers on his lips to enjoin silence,

walked off softly on his tiptoes, to listen at the door
of our knight's apartment, and judge whether or
not he was asleep. Mr. Fillet took this opportu-
nity to tell his nephew that it would be in vain for

him to combat this humour with reason and argu-
ment ; but the most effectual way of diverting him
from the plan of knight-errantry would be, to

frighten him heartily while he should keep his

vigil in the church ; towards the accomplishment
of which purpose he craved the assistance of the
misanthrope as well as the nephew. Clarke seemed
to relish the scheme ; and observed, that his uncle,
though endued with courage enough to face any
human danger, had at bottom a strong fund of
superstition, which he had acquired, or at least im-
proved, in the course of a sea life. Ferret, who
perhaps would not have gone ten paces out of his

road to save Crowe from the gallows, nevertheless
engaged as an auxiliary, merely in hope of seeing
a fellow-creature miserable ; and even undertook
to be the principal agent in this adventure. For
this office indeed he was better qualified than they
could have imagined. In the bundle which he
kept under his great coat, there was, together with
divers nostrums, a small vial of liquid phosphorus,
sufficient, as he had already observed, to frighten
a whole neighbourhood out of their senses.

In order to concert the previous measures with-
out being overheard, these confederates retired
with a candle and lantern into the stable ; and
their backs were scarce turned, when Captain
Crowe came in loaded with pieces of the knight's
armour, which he had conveyed from the apart-
ment of Sir Launcelot, whom he had left fast
ash'i.-p.

Understanding that the rest of the company were
gone out for a moment, he could not resist "the in-

I clination he felt of communicating his intention to

|

the landlady, who, with her daughter, had been too
much engaged in preparing Crabshaw's supper, to
know the purport of their conversation. The good
woman, being informed of the captain's design to
remain alone all night in the church, began to op-
pose it with all her rhetoric. She said it was set-

ting his Maker at defiance, and a wilful running
into temptation. She assured him that all the
country knew that the church was haunted by
spirits and hobgoblins ; that lights had been seen in
every corner of it, and a tall woman in white had
one night appeared upon the top of the tower ; that
dreadful shrieks were often heard to come from the
south aisle, where a murdered man had been
buried ; that she herself had seen the cross on the
steeple all a-fire ; and one evening as she passed
a horseback close by the stile at the entrance into

the churchyard, the horse stood still, sweating and
trembling, and had no power to proceed, until she
had repeated the Lord's Prayer.

These remarks made a strong impression on the
imagination of Crowe, who asked in some confu-
sion, if she had got that same prayer in print ? She
made no answer, but reaching the prayer-book
from a shelf, and turning up the leaf, put it into his

hand ; then the captain having adjusted his spectacles,

began to read, or rather spell aloud, with equal eager-
ness and solemnity. He had refreshed his memory
so well as to remember the whole, when the doctor,

returning with his companions, gave him to under-
stand that he had procured the key of the chancel,
where he might watch his armour as well as in the
body of the church ; and that he was ready to con-
duct him to the spot. Crowe was not now quite so

forward as he had appeared before, to achieve this

adventure. He began to start objections with re-

spect to the borrowed armour ; he wanted to stipu-

late the comforts of a can of flip, and a candle's

end, during his vigil ; and hinted something of the

damage he might sustain from your malicious imps
of darkness.

The doctor told him, the constitutions of chivalry
absolutely required that he should be left in the

dark alone, and fasting, to spend the night in pious

meditations ; but if he had any fears which dis-

turbed his conscience, he had much better desist,

and give up all thoughts of knight-errantry, which
could not consist with the least shadow of appre-
hension. The captain, stung by this remark, re-

plied not a word, but gathering up the armour into

a bundle, threw it on his back, and set out for the

place of probation, preceded by Clarke with the

lantern. When they arrived at the church, Fillet,

who had procured the key from the sexton, who
was his patient, opened the door, and conducted
our novice into the middle of the chancel, where
the armour was deposited. Then bidding Crowe
draw his hanger, committed him to the protection

of Heaven, assuring him he would come back, and
find him either dead or alive by day-break, and
perform the remaining part of the ceremony. So
saying, he and the other associates shook him by
the hand and took their leave, after the surgeon

had tilted up the lantern to take a view of his

visage, which was pale and haggard.

Before the door was locked upon him, he called

aloud, " Hilloa ! doctor, hip—another word, d'ye

see." They forthwith returned to know what he

wanted, and found him already in a sweat. "Hark
ye, brother," said he, wiping his face, " I do sup-
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pose as how one may pass away the time in whist-

ling the Black Joke, or singing Black-eyed Susan,

or some such sorrowful ditty."—" By no means,"

cried the doctor ;
" such pastimes are neither suitable

to the place, nor the occasion, which is altogether

a religious exercise. If you have got any psalms

by heart, you may sing a stave or two, or repeat

the Doxology."—" Would I had Tom Laverick
here," replied our noviciate ;

" he would sing your
anthems like a sea-mew—a had been a clerk

a-shore—many's the time, and often I've given him
a rope's end for singing psalms in the larboard

watch. Would I had hired the son of a b—h to

have taught me a cast of his office—but it cannot be

holp, brother—if we can't go large, we must haul

up a wind, as the saying is ; if we can't sing, we
must pray." The company again left him to his

devotion, and returned to the public-house, in order

to execute the essential part of their project.

CHAPTER VII.
In which the Knight resumes his Importance.

Doctor Fillet having borrowed a couple of sheets

from the landlady, dressed the misanthrope and
Tom Clarke in ghostly apparel, which was re-

inforced by a few drops of liquid phosphorus, from
Ferret's vial, rubbed on the foreheads of the two
adventurers. Thus equipped, they returned to the

church with their conductor, who entered with
them softly at an aisle which was opposite to a place

where the novice kept watch. They stole unperceived
through the body of the church ; and though it was
so dark that they could not distinguish the captain

with the eye, they heard the sound of his steps, as

he walked backwards and forwards on the pave-
ment with uncommon expedition, and an ejaculation

now and then escaped in a murmur from his lips.

The triumvirate having taken their station with
a large pew in their front, the two ghosts uncovered
their heads, which by the help of the phosphorus
exhibited a pale and lambent flame, extremely
dismal and ghastly to the view ; then Ferret, in

a squeaking tone, exclaimed, " Samuel Crowe

!

Samuel Crowe ! " The captain hearing himself
accosted in this manner, at such a time, and in such
a place, replied, " Hilloah ;" and turning his eyes
towards the quarter whence the voice seemed to

proceed, beheld the terrible apparition. This no
sooner saluted his view than his hair bristled up,

his knees began to knock, and his teeth to chatter,

while he cried aloud, " In the name of God, where
are you bound, ho ?" To this hail the misanthrope
answered, " We are the spirits of thy grandmother
Jane and thy aunt Bridget."

At mention of these names, Crowe's terrors began
to give way to his resentment, and he pronounced
in a quick tone of surprise, mixed with indignation,
" What d'ye want ? what d'ye want ? what d'ye
want, ho ?" The spirit replied, " We are sent to

warn thee of thy fate." "From whence, ho?"
cried the captain, whose choler had by this time
well nigh triumphed over his fear. " From heaven,"
said the voice. " Ye lie, ye b—s of hell !" did our
novice exclaim; "ye are d—ned for heaving me
out of my right, five fathom and a half by the lead,

in burning brimstone. Don't I see the blue flames
come out of your hawse holes ?—mayhap you may
be the devil himself, for aught I know—but I trust in

the Lord, d'ye see—I never disrated a kinsman, d'ye
see, so don't come along side of me—put about on

th'other tack, d'ye see—you need not clap hard
a weather, for you'll soon get to hell again with a
flowing sail."

So saying, he had recourse to his Paternoster

;

but perceiving the apparitions approach, he thun-
dered out, " Avast,—avast—sheer off, ye babes of
hell, or I'll be foul of your forelights." He accord-
ingly sprung forwards with his hanger, and very
probably would have set the spirits on their way
to the other world, had he not fallen over a pew in

the dark, and entangled himself so much among the

benches, that he could not immediately recover his

footing. The triumvirate took this opportunity to

retire ; and such was the precipitation of Ferret in

his retreat, that he encountered a post by which his

right eye sustained considerable damage ; a circum-
stance which induced him to inveigh bitterly against
his own folly, as well as the impertinence of his

companions, who had inveigled him into such a
troublesome adventure. Neither he nor Clarke
could be prevailed upon to revisit the novice. The
doctor himself thought his disease was desperate

;

and, mounting his horse, returned to his own
habitation.

Ferret, finding all the beds in the public-house
were occupied, composed himself to sleep in a
Windsor chair at the chimney corner ; and Mr.
Clarke, whose disposition was extremely amorous,
resolved to renew his practises on the heart of
Dolly. He had reconnoitred the apartments in

which the bodies of the knight and his squire were
deposited, and discovered close by the top of the stair-

case a sort of a closet or hovel, just large enough
to contain a truckle bed, which, from some other
particulars, he supposed to be the bedchamber of
his beloved Dolly, who had by this time retired to

her repose. Full of this idea, and instigated by the
demon of desire, Mr. Thomas crept softly up stairs,

and lifting the latch of the closet door, his heart
began to palpitate with joyous expectation ; but
before he could breathe the gentle effusions of his

love, the supposed damsel started up and seizing
him by the collar with a Herculean gripe, uttered,

in the voice of Crabshaw, "It wan't for nothing
that I dreamed of Newgate, sirrah ; but I'd have
thee to know, an arrant squire is not to be robbed
by such a peddling thief as thee—here I'll howld
thee vast, an the devil were in thy doublet—help!
murder ! vire ! help

!"

It was impossible for Mr. Clarke to disengage
himself, and equally impracticable to speak in his

own vindication ; so that here he stood trembling
and half throttled, until the whole house being
alarmed, the landlady and her ostler ran up stairs

with a candle. When the light rendered objects
visible, an equal astonishment prevailed on all sides

;

Crabshaw was confounded at sight of Mr. Clarke,
whose person he well knew ; and releasing him
instantly from his grasp, "Bodikins !" cried he, "I
believe as how this hause is haunted—who thought
to meet with Measter Laawyer Clarke at midnight,
and so far from hoam?" The landlady could not
comprehend the meaning of this encounter; nor
could Tom conceive how Crabshaw had transported
himself thither from the room below, in which he
saw him quietly reposed. Yet nothing was more
easy than to explain this mystery : the apartment
below was the chamber which the hostess and her
daughter reserved for their own convenience ; and
this particular having been intimated to the squire
while he was at supper, he had resigned his bed
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quietly, and been conducted hither in the absence
of the company. Tom, recollecting himself as well
as he could, professed himselfof Crabshaw's opinion,
that the house was haunted, declaring that he could
not well account for his being there in the dark :

and leaving those that were assembled to discuss
this knotty point, retired down stairs in hope of
meeting with his charmer, whom accordingly he
found in the kitchen just risen, and wrapped in a
loose dishabille.

The noise of Crabshaw's cries had awakened and
aroused his master, who, rising suddenly in the
dark, snatched up his sword that lay by his bed-
side, and hastened to the scene of tumult, where all

their mouths were opened at once, to explain the
cause of the disturbance, and make an apology for
breaking his honour's rest. He said nothing, but
taking the candle in his hand, beckoned his squire
to follow him into his apartment, resolving to arm
and take horse immediately. Crabshaw understood
his meaning ; and while he shuffled on his clothes,
yawning hideously all the while, wished the lawyer
at the devil for having visited him so unseasonably;
and even cursed himself for the noise he had made,
in consequence of which he foresaw he should now
be obliged to forfeit his night's rest, and travel in
the dark, exposed to the inclemencies of the wea-
ther. " Pox rot thee, Tom Clarke, for a wicked
lawyer:" said he to himself; "hadst thou been
hanged at Bartlemy-tide, I should this night have
slept in peace, that I should—an I would there was
a blister on this plaguy tongue of mine for making
such a hollo-ballo, that I do—five gallons of cold
water has my poor belly been drenched with since
night fell, so as my reins and my liver are all one as
if they were turned into ice, and my whole harslet
shakes and shivers like a vial of quicksilver. I
have been dragged, half drowned like a rotten ewe.
from the bottom of a river ; and who knows but I
may be next dragged quite dead from the bottom
of a coalpit—if so be as I am, I shall go to hell to
be sure, for beingconsarned like in myown moorder,
that I will, so I will

; for, a plague on it ! I had no
business with the vagaries of this crazy-peated
measter of mine, a pox on him. say L"
He had just finished this soliloquy as he entered

the apartment of his master, who desired to know
what was become of his armour. Timothy, under-
standing that it had been left in the room when the
knight undressed, began to scratch his head in great
perplexity ; and at last declared it as his opinion,
that it must have been carried off by witchcraft.
Then he related his adventure with Tom Clarke,
who he said was conveyed to his bedside he knew
not how ; and concluded with aflirming they were
no better than Papishes who did not believe in
witchcraft. Sir Launcelot could not help smiling
at his simplicity ; but assuming a peremptory air,

he commanded him to fetch the armour without
delay, that he might afterwards saddle the horses,
in order to prosecute their journey.

Timothy retired in great tribulation to the
kitchen, where, finding the misanthrope, whom the
noise had also disturbed, and still impressed with
the notion of his being a conjurer, he offered him a
shilling if he would cast a figure, and let him know
what was become of his master's armour.

Ferret, in hope of producing more mischief, in-
formed him without hesitation, that one of the
company had conveyed it into the chancel of the
church, where he would now find it deposited at

the same time presenting him with the key, which
Mr. Fillet had left in his custody.
The squire, who was none of those who set hob-

goblins at defiance, being afraid to enter the church
alone at these hours, bargained with the ostler to
accompany and light him with a lantern. Thus
attended, he advanced to the place, where the
armour lay in a heap, and loaded it upon the back
of his attendant without molestation, the lance being
shouldered over the whole. In this equipage they
were just going to retire, when the ostler, hearing
a noise at some distance, wheeled about with such
velocity, that one end of the spear saluting Crab-
shaw's pate, the poor squire measured his length
on the ground: and crushing the lantern in his
fall, the light was extinguished. The other, terri-
fied at these effects of his own sudden motion,
threw down his burden, and would have betaken
himself to flight, had not Crabshaw laid fast hold
on his leg, that he himself might not be deserted.
The sound of the pieces clattering on the pavement
roused Captain Crowe from a trance or slumber,
in which he had lain since the apparition vanished

;

and he hallooed, or rather bellowed, with vast
vociferation. Timothy and his friend were so in-

timidated by this terriiic strain, that they thought
no more of the armour, but ran home arm in arm.
and appeared in the kitchen with all the marks of
horror and consternation.

When Sir Launcelot came forth wrapped in his
cloak, and demanded his arms, Crabshaw declared
that the devil had them in possession ; and this

assertion was confirmed by the ostler, who pre-
tended to know the devil by his roar. Ferret sat
in his corner, maintaining the most mortifying
silence, and enjoying the impatience of the knight,
who in vain requested an explanation of this

mystery. At length his eyes began to lighten,
when seizing Crabshaw in one hand, and the ostler
in the other, he swore by Heaven he would dash
their souls out, and raze the house to the founda-
tion, if they did not instantly disclose the particulars
of this transaction. The good woman fell on her
knees, protesting, in the name of the Lord, that
she was innocent as the child unborn, thof she had
lent the captain a Prayer Book to learn the Lord's
Prayer, a candle and lantern to light him to the
church, and a couple of clean sheets, for the use of
the other gentlemen. The knight was more and
more puzzled by this declaration ; when Mr. Clarke,
coming into the kitchen, presented himself with a
low obeisance to his old patron.

Sir Launcelot's anger was immediately converted
into surprise. He set at liberty the squire and the
ostler, and stretching out his hand to the lawyer,
" My good friend Clarke," said he, " how came vou
hither? Can you solve this knotty point which
has involved us all in such confusion ?"

Tom forthwith began a very circumstantial re-

capitulation of what had happened to his uncle : in

what manner he had been disappointed of the
estate ; how he had accidentally seen his honour,
been enamoured of his character, and become
ambitious of following his example. Then he re-

lated the particulars of the plan which had been
laid down to divert him from his design, and con-
cluded with assuring the knight, that the captain

was a very honest man, though he seemed to be a
little disordered in his intellects. " I believe it,"

replied Sir Launcelot ; "madness and honesty are

not incompatible—indeed I feel it by experience."



SIR LAUNCELOT GEEAVES.
Tom proceeded to ask pardon, in his uncle's

name, for having made so free with the knight's
armour; and begged his honour, for the love of
God, would use his authority with Crowe, that he
might quit all thoughts of knight-errantry, for
which he was by no means qualified ; for bein°-
totally ignorant of the laws of the land, he would
be continually committing trespasses, and bring
himself into trouble. He said, in case he should
prove refractory, he might be apprehended by
virtue of a friendly warrant, for having feloniously
carried off the knight's accoutrements. " Taking
away another man's movables," said he, "and
personal goods against the will of the owner, is
surtum and felony according to the statute. Dif-
ferent indeed from robbery, which implies putting
111 fear m the king's highway, in aha via regia
violenter etfelonice captum et asportation, in magnum
terrorem, &e. ; for if the robbery be laid in the in-
dictment, as done in quandam via pedestri, in a
foot-path, the offender will not be ousted of his
clergy. It must be in aha via regia; and your
honour will please to take notice, that robberies
committed on the river Thames are adjudged as
done in alta via regia; for the king's highstream is
all the same as the king's highway."

Sir Launcelot could not help smiling at Tom's
learned investigation. He congratulated him on
the progress he had made in the study of the law.
He expressed his concern at the strange turn the
captain had taken, and promised to use his influencem persuading him to desist from the preposterous
design he had formed.
The lawyer, thus assured, repaired immediately

to tne church, accompanied by the squire, and held
a parley with his uncle, who, when he understood
that the knight in person desired a conference,
surrendered up the arms quietly, and returned to
the public house.

Sir Launcelot received the honest seaman with
his usual complacency

; and perceiving great dis-
composure in his looks, said, he was sorry to hear
he had passed such a disagreeable night to so little
purpose. Crowe, having recruited his spirits with
a bumper of brandy, thanked him for his concern
and observed, that he had passed many a hard
night in his time; but such another as this, he
would not be bound to weather for the command
of the whole British navy. "I have seen Davy
Jones iu the shape of a blue flame, d'ye see, hopping
to and fro on the sprit-sail yard arm; and I've
seen your Jacks o'the Lanthorn, and Wills o'the
Vv isp, and many such spirits, both by sea and land.
But to-night I've been boarded by all the devils
and d—ned souls in hell, squeaking and squalling
and glimmering and glaring. Bounce went the
"°or—crack went the pew—crash came the tackle—
white-sheeted ghosts dancing in one corner by the
glow-worm's light—black devils hobbling in an-
other—Lord have mercy upon us ! and I was hailed,
Tom, I was, by my grandmother Jane, and my
aunt^ Bridget, d'ye see—a couple of d—n'd—but
they're roasting; that's one comfort, my lad."
When he had thus disburdened his conscience,

Sir Launcelot introduced the subject of the new
occupation at which he aspired. " I understand,"
said he, "that you are desirous of treading the
paths of errantry, which, I assure you, are thorny
and troublesome. Nevertheless, as your purpose is
to extrcise your humanity and benevolence, so
your ambition is commendable. But towards the
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practice of chivalry, there is something more re-
quired than the virtues of courage and generosity.
A knight-errant ought to understand the sciences^
to be master of ethics or morality, to be well versed
in theology, a complete casuist, and minutely ac-
quainted with the laws of his country. He should
not only be patient of cold, hunger, and fatigue,
righteous, just, and valiant, but also chaste, reli-
gious, temperate, polite, and conversable

; and have
all his passions under the rein, except love, whose
empire he should submissively acknowledge." He
said, this was the very essence of chivalry; and no
man had ever made such a profession of arms,
without first having placed his affection upon some
beauteous object, for whose honour, and at whose
command, he would cheerfully encounter the most
dreadful perils.

He took notice, that nothing could be more
irregular than the manner in which Crowe had
attempted to keep his vigil. For he had never
served his noviciate—he had not prepared himself
with abstinence and prayer—he had not provided
a qualified godfather for the ceremony of dubbing
he had no armour of his own to wake

; but, on the
very threshold of chivalry, which is the perfection
of justice, had unjustly purloined the arms of
another knight. That this was a mere mockery of
a religious institution, and therefore unpleasing in
the sight of Heaven ; witness the demons and hob-
goblins that were permitted to disturb and torment
him in his trial.

Crowe having listened to these remarks with
earnest attention replied, after some hesitation, " I
am bound to you, brother, for your kind and
christian counsel—I doubt as how I've steered by
a wrong chart, d'ye see—as for the matter of the
sciences, to be sure, I know Plain Sailing and
Mercator; and am an indifferent good seaman,
thof I say it that should not say it. But as to all
the rest, no better than the viol-block or the geer-
capstan. Religion I han't much overhauled ; and
we tars laugh at your polite conversation, thof,
mayhap, we can chaunt a few ballads to keep the
hands awake in the night watch ; then for chastity,
brother, I doubt that's not expected in a sailor just
come a-shore, after a long vovage— sure all those
poor hearts wont be d—ned "for steering in the
wake of nature. As for a sweetheart, Bet Mizen
of St. Catherine's would fit me to a hair—she and
I are old messmates ; and what signifies talking,
brother, she knows already the trim of my vessel,
d'ye see. He concluded with saying, he thought
he wa'n't too old to learn ; and if Sir Launcelot
would take him in tow as his tender, he would stand
by him all weathers, and it should not cost his con-
sort a farthing's expense.
The knight said, he did not think himself of

consequence enough to have such a pupil, but
should always be ready to give him his best advice •

as a specimen of which, he exhorted him to wei°Ii
all the circumstances, and deliberate calmly and
leisurely, before he actually engaged in such a
boisterous profession

;
assuring him, that if, at the

end of three months, his resolution should continue
he would take upon himself the office of his in-
structor. In the mean time he gratified the hostess
tor his lodging, put on his armour, took leave of the
company, and mounting Bronzomarte, proceeded
southerly, being attended by his squire Crabshaw,
grumbling on the back of Gilbert.
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CHAPTER VIII.
Which is within a hair's hreadth of proving highly

interesting.

Leaving Captain Crowe and his nephew for the

present, though they, and even the misanthrope,

will reappear in due season, we are now obliged to

attend the progress of the knight, who proceeded
in a southerly direction, insensible of the storm
that blew, as well as of the darkness, which was
horrible. Eor some time, Crabshaw ejaculated

curses in silence ; till at length his anger gave way
to his fear, which waxed so strong upon him, that

he could no longer resist the desire of alleviating

it, by entering into a conversation with his master.

By way of introduction, he gave Gilbert the spur,

directing him towards the flank of Bronzomarte,
which he encountered with such a shock, that the

knight was almost dismounted. When Sir Launce-
lot, with some warmth, asked the reason of this

attack, the squire replied in these words :
" The

devil, God bless us ! mun be playing his pranks
•with Gilbert too, as sure as I'm a living soul—I'se

wager a teaster, the foul fiend has Left the seaman,
and got into Gilbert, that he has—when a has

passed through an ass and a horse, I'se marvel
what beast a will get into next." " Probably into

a mule," said the knight ;
" in that case, you will

be in some danger—but I can, at any time, dis-

possess you with a horsewhip."—" Aye, aye," an-
swered Timothy, " your honour has a mortal good
hand at giving a flap with a fox's tail, as the saying
is
—

'tis a wonderment you did not try your hand
on that there wiseacre that stole your honour's har-

ness, and wants to be an arrant with a murrain to

'un. Lord help his fool's head, it becomes him as

a sow doth a cart saddle." " There is no guilt in

infirmity," said the knight ;
" I punish the vicious

only." " I would your honour would punish Gil-

bert then," cried the squire, " for 'tis the most
vicious tuoad that ever I laid a leg over—but as to

that same seafaring man, what may his distemper

be ?'-' " Madness," answered Sir Launcelot. " Bo-
dikins," exclaimed the squire, " I doubt as how
other volks are leame of the same leg—but it au't

vor such small gentry as he to be mad ; they mun
leave that to their betters." " You seem to hint at

me, Crabshaw. Do you really think I am mad ?"

" I may say as how I have looked your honour in

the mouth ; and a sorry dog should I be, if I did

not know your humours as well as I know e'er a

beast in the steable at Greavesbury Hall." " Since
you are so well acquainted with my madness," said

the knight, " what opinion have you of yourself,

who serve and follow a lunatic ?" " I hope I han't

served your honour for nothing, but I shall inherit

some of your cast vagaries —when your honour is

pleased to be mad, I should be very sorry to be
found right in my senses. Timothy Crabshaw
will never eat the bread of unthankfulness—it shall

never be said of him, that he was wiser than his

measter. As for the matter of following a mad-
man, we may see your honour's face is made of a
fiddle ; every one that looks on you, loves you."

This compliment the knight returned, by saying,
" If my face is a fiddle, Crabshaw, your tongue is

a fiddlestick that plays upon it—yet your music is

very disagreable—you don't keep time." " Nor
you neither, measter," cried Timothy, " or we
shouldn't be here wandering about under a cloud of
night, like sheep stealers, or evil spirits with trou-
bled consciences."

Here the discourse was interrupted by a sudden
disaster ; in consequence of which, the squire ut-

tered an inarticulate roar, that startled the knight
himself, who was very little subject to the sensation

of fear. But his surprise was changed into vexa-
tion, when he perceived Gilbert without a rider

passing by, and kicking his heels with great agility.

He forthwith turned his steed, and riding back a
few paces, found Crabshaw rising from the ground.
When he asked what was become of his horse,

he answered in a whimpering tone, "Horse ! would
I could once see him fairly carrion for the hounds
—for my part, I believe as how 'tis no horse, but a

devil incarnate ; and yet I've been worse mounted,
that I have— I'd like to have rid a horse that was
foaled of an acorn."

This accident happened in a hollow way, over-

shadowed with trees, one of which the storm had
blown down, so that it lay over the road, and one
of its boughs projecting horizontally, encountered

the squire as he trotted along in the dark.

Chancing to hitch under his long chin, he could

not disengage himself, but hung suspended like a

flitch of bacon ; while Gilbert, pushing forward,

left him dangling, and, by his awkward gambols,

seemed to be pleased with the joke. This capri-

cious animal was not retaken, without the personal

endeavours of the knight ; for Crabshaw absolutely

refusing to budge a foot from his honour's side, he
was obliged to alight, and fasten Bronzomarte
to a tree. Then they set out together, and, with

some difficulty, found Gilbert with his neck
stretched over a five-barred gate, snuffing up the

morning air. The squire, however, was not re-

mounted, without first having undergone a severe

reprehension from his master, who upbraided him
with his cowardice, threatened to chastise him on
the spot, and declared that he would divorce his

dastardly soul from his body, should he ever be in-

commoded or affronted with another instance of his

baseborn apprehension.

Though there was some risk in carrying on the

altercation at this juncture, Timothy, having bound
up his jaws, could not withstand the inclination he

had to confute his master. He therefore, in a
muttering accent, protested, that, if the knight

would give him leave, he should prove that his

honour had tied a knot with his tongue, which he

could not untie with all his teeth. " How, caitiff!"

cried Sir Launcelot, " presume to contend with me
in argument?" " Your mouth is scarce shut," said

the other, " since you declared that a man was not

to be punished for madness, because it was a dis-

temper. Now I will maintain that cowardice is a

distemper, as well as madness ; for nobody would
be afraid, if he could help it." " There is more
logic in that remark," resumed the knight, " than

I expected from your clod-pate, Crabshaw. But I

must explain the difference between cowardice and
madness. Cowardice, though sometimes the effect

of natural imbecility, is generally a prejudice ofedu-

cation, or bad habit contracted from misinforma-

tion, or misapprehension ; and may certainly be

cured by experience, and the exercise of reason.

But this remedy cannot be applied in madness,

which is a privation or disorder of reason itself."

" So is cowardice, as I'm a living soul," exclaimed

the squire ;
" don't you say a man is frightened out

of his senses ? for my peart, measter, I can neither

see nor hear, much less argufy, when I'm in such a

quandary. Wherefore, I do believe, odds bodikins

!
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that cowardice and madness are both distempers,
and differ no more than the hot and cold fits of an
ague. When it teakes your honour, you're all heat,
and fire, and fury, Lord bless us! but when it

catches poor Tim, he's cold and dead-hearted, he
sheakes and shivers like an aspen leaf, that he
does." " In that case," answered the knight, " I
shall not punish you for the distemper which you
cannot help, but for engaging in a service exposed
to perils, when you knew your own infirmity ; in
the same manner as a man deserves punishment,
who enlists himself for a soldier, while he labours
under any secret disease." " At that rate," said the
squire, "my bread is like to be rarely buttered
o'both sides, i'faith. But, I hope, as by the bless-
ing of God I have run mad, so I shall in good time
grow valiant, under your honour's precept and
example."

By this time a very disagreeable night was suc-
ceeded by a fair bright morning, and a market-town
appeared at the distance of three or four miles,
when Crabshaw, having no longer the fear of hob-
goblins before his eyes, and being moreover cheered
by the sight of a place where he hoped to meet
with comfortable entertainment, began to talk big,
to expatiate on the folly of being afraid, and finally
set all danger at defiance ; when all of a sudden be
•was presented with an opportunity of putting in
practice those new adopted maxims. In an open-
ing between two lanes, they perceived a gentleman's
coach stopped by two highwaymen on horseback,
one of whom advanced to reconnoitre and keep the
coast clear, while the other exacted contribution
from the travellers in the coach. He who acted as
sentinel, no sooner saw our adventurer appearing
from the lane, than he rode up with a pistol in his
hand, and ordered him to halt on pain of imme-
diate death.

To this peremptory mandate the knight made
no other reply than charging him with such impe-
tuosity, that he was unhorsed in a twinkling, and
lay sprawling on the ground, seemingly sore bruised
with his fall. Sir Launcelot commanding Timothy
to alight and secure the prisoner, couched his
lance, and rode full speed at the other highway-
man, who was not a little disturbed at sight of such
an apparition. Nevertheless, he fired his pistol
without effect; and, clapping spurs to his horse,
fled away at full gallop. The knight pursued him
with all the speed that Bronzomarte could exert

;

but the robber being mounted on a swift hunter, kept
him at a distance

; and, after a chase of several
miles, escaped through a wood so entangled with
coppice, that Sir Launcelot thought proper to desist.
He then, for the first time, recollected the situation
in which' he had left the other thief, and remem-
bering to have heard a female shriek, as he passed
by the coach-window, resolved to return with all

expedition, that he might make a proffer of his ser-
vice to the lady, according to the obligation of
knight-errantry. But he had lost his way; and
after an hour's ride, during which he traversed
many a field, and circled divers hedges, he found
himself in the market town aforementioned. Here
the first object that presented itself to his eyes, was
Crabshaw, on foot, surrounded by a mob, tearing
his hair, stamping with his feet, and roaring out in
manifest distraction, " Show me the mayor ! for
the love of God. show me the mayor!—O Gilbert,
Gilbert

! a murrain take thee, Gilbert ! sure thou
wast foaled for my destruction

!"
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From these exclamations, and the antic dress of
the squire, the people, not without reason, concluded
that the poor soul had lost his wits ; and the beadle
was just going to secure him, when the knight
interposed, and at once attracted the whole atten-
tion of the populace. Timothy seeing his master,
fell down on his knees, crying, "The thief has run
away with Gilbert—you may pound me into a
peast, as the saying is. But now I'se as mad as
your worship, I an't afeard of the divil and all his
works." Sir Launcelot desiring the beadle would
forbear, was instantly obeyed by that officer, who
had no inclination to put the authority of his place
in competition with the power of such a figure,
armed at all points, mounted on a fiery steed, and
ready for the combat. He ordered Crabshaw to
attend him to the next inn, where he alighted ; then
taking him into a separate apartment, demanded
an explanation of the unconnected words he had
uttered.

The squire was in such agitation, that, with
infinite difficulty, and by dint of a thousand differ-
ent questions, his master learned the adventure to
this effect. Crabshaw, according to Sir Launcelot's
command, had alighted from his horse, and drawn
his cutlas, in hope of intimidating the discomfited
robber into a tame surrender, though he did not at
all relish the nature of the service. But the thief
was neither so much hurt, nor so tame as Timothy
had imagined. He started on his feet with his
pistol still in his hand ; and presenting it to the
squire, swore with dreadful imprecations, that he
would blow his brains out in an instant. Crabshaw,
unwilling to hazard the trial of this experiment'
turned his back, and fled with great precipitation

;

while the robber, whose horse had run away,
mounted Gilbert, and rode off across the country!
It was at this period, that two footmen, belonging
to the coach, who had staid behind to take their
morning's whet at the inn where they lodged, came
up to the assistance of the ladies, armed with blun-
derbusses

; and the carriage proceeded, leaving
Timothy alone in distraction and despair. He
knew not which way to turn, and was afraid of re-
maining on the spot, lest the roboers siiould come
back and revenge themselves upon him for the
disappointment they had undergone. In this dis-
tress, the first thought that occurred, was to make
the best of his way to the town, and demand the
assistance of the civil magistrate towards the re-
trieval of what he had lost ; a design which he exe-
cuted in such a manner, as justly entailed upon
him the imputation of lunacy.
While Timothy stood fronting the window, and

answering the interrogations of his master, he sud-
denly exclaimed, " Bodikins ! there's Gilbert !" and
sprung into the street with incredible agility. There
finding his strayed companion brought back by
one of the footmen who attended the coach, he
imprinted a kiss on his forehead; and hanging
about his neck, with the tears in his eyes, hailed his
return with the following salutation. " Art thou
come back, my darling ? ah Gilbert, Gilbert ! a
pize upon thee ! thou hadst like to have been a
dear Gilbert to me ! how couldst thou break the
heart of thy old friend, who has known thee from
a colt ? seven years next grass have I fed thee and
bred thee

; provided thee with sweet hay, delicate
corn, and fresh litter, that thou mought lie warm,
dry, and comfortable. Han't I currycombed thy
carcass till it was as sleek as a sloe, and cherished

I
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thee as the apple of mine eye ? for all that thou

hast plaved me an hundred dog's tricks ;
hiting,

and kicking, and plunging, as if the devil was in

thy hody ; and now thiou couldst run away with a

thief, and leave me to be flayed alive by measter.

What canst thou say for thyself, thou cruel, hard-

hearted unchristian tuoad?" To this tender ex-

postulation, which afforded much entertainment to

the boys, Gilbert answered not one word ; but

seemed altogether insensible to the caresses of Ti-

mothy, who forthwith led him into the stable. On
the whole, he seems to have been an unsocial

animal ; for it does not appear that he ever con-

tracted any degree of intimacy, even with Bronzo-

marte, during the whole course of their acquaint-

ance and fellowship. On the contrary, he has been

more than once known to signify his aversion, by

throwing out behind, and other eruptive marks

of contempt for that elegant charger, who excelled

him as much in personal merit, as his rider Timo-

thy was outshone by his all-accomplished master.

While the squire accommodated Gilbert in the

stable, the knight sent for the footman who had

brought him back ; and, having presented him with

a liberal acknowledgment, desired to know in what

manner the horse had been retrieved.

The stranger satisfied him in this particular, by

giving him to understand, that the highwayman,

perceiving himself pursued across the country,

plied Gilbert so severely with whip and spur, that

the animal resented the usage, and being besides,

perhaps, a little struck with remorse for having left

his old friend Crabshaw, suddenly halted, and stood

stock still, notwithstanding all the stripes and tor-

tures he underwent ; or if he moved at all, it was

in a retrograde direction. The thief, seeing all his

endeavours ineffectual, and himself in danger of

being overtaken, wisely quitted his acquisition, and

fled into the bosom of a neighbouring wood.

Then the knight inquired about the situation of

the lady in the coach, and offered himself as her

guard and conductor ; but was told that she was

already safely lodged in the house of a gentleman

at some distance from the road. He likewise learned

that she was a person disordered in her senses,

under the care and tuition of a widow lady, her

relation, and that in a day or two they should pur-

sue their journey northward to the place of her

habitation.

After the footman had been some time dismissed,

the knight recollected that he had forgot to ask the

name of the person to whom he belonged ; and

began to be uneasy at this omission, which indeed

was more interesting than he could imagine. For

an explanation of this nature would, in all likeli-

hood, have led to a discovery, that the lady in the

coach was no other than Miss Aurelia Darnel, who

seeing him unexpectedly in such an equipage and

attitude, as he passed the coach, for his helmet was

off. had screamed with surprise and terror, and

fainted away. Nevertheless, when she recovered

from her swoon, she concealed the real cause of

her agitation, and none of her attendants were ac-

quainted with the person of Sir Launcelot.

The circumstances of the disorder under which

she was said to labour shall be revealed in due

course. In the mean time, our adventurer, though

unaccountably affected, never dreamed of such an

occurrence ; but being very much fatigued, resolved

to indemnify himself for the loss of last night's

repose ; and this happened to be one of the few

things in which Crabshaw felt an ambition to follow

his master's example.

CHAPTER IX.
Which may serve to show, that true Patriotism is of no

Party.

The knight had not enjoyed his repose above two

hours, when he was disturbed by such a variety of

noises, as might have discomposed a brain of the

firmest texture. The rumbling of carriages, and

the rattling of horses' feet on the pavement, was
intermingled with loud shouts, and the noise of

fiddle, French horn, and bagpipe. A loud peal

was heard ringing in the church tower, at some

distance, while the inn resounded with clamour,

confusion, and uproar.

Sir Launcelot being thus alarmed, started from

his bed. and running to the window, beheld a caval-

cade of persons well mounted, and distinguished dv

blue cockades. They were generally attired Lxe

jockies, with gold-laced hats and buckskin breeches,

and one of them bore a standard of blue silk, in-

scribed in white letters, Liberty and the Landed
Interest. He who rode at their head was a jolly

figure, of a florid complexion and round belly,

seemingly turned of fifty, and, in all appearance, of

a choleric disposition. As they approached the

market-place, they waved their bats, huzzaed, and

cried aloud, No Foreign Connexions !— Old
England for ever ! This acclamation, however,

was not so loud or universal, but that our ad-

venturer could distinctly hear a counter-cry from

the populace of, No Slavery !—No Popish Pre-

tender ! an insinuation so ill relished by the

cavaliers, that they began to ply their horse-whips

among the multitude, and were, in their turn, saluted

with a discharge or volley of stones, dirt, and dead

cats; in consequence of which some teeth were

demolished, and many surtouts defiled.

Our adventurer's attention was soon called off

from this scene, to contemplate another procession

of people on foot, adorned with bunches of orange

ribbons, attended by a regular band of music, play-

ing God save great George our King, and headed by

a thin swarthy personage, of a sallow aspect, and

large goggling eyes, arched over with two thick

semicircles of hair, or rather bristles, jet black, and

frowzy. His apparel was very gorgeous, though

his address was very awkward ; he was accompanied

by the mayor, recorder, and heads of the corpora-

tion, in their formalities. His ensigns were known

by the inscription, Liberty of Conscience, and the

Protestant Succession; and the people saluted him

as he passed with repeated cheers, that seemed to

prognosticate success. He had particularly ingra-

tiated himself with the good women, who lined the

street, and sent forth many ejaculatory petitions in

his favour.

Sir Launcelot immediately comprehended the

meaning of this solemnity. He perceived it was

the prelude to the election of a member to represent

the county in parliament, and he was seized with

an eager desire to know the names and characters

of the competitors.

In order to gratify this desire, he made repeated

application to the bell-rope that depended from the

ceiling of his apartment; but this produced nothing,

except the repetition of the words, " Coming, sir.

which echoed from three or four different corners

of the house. The waiters were so distracted by

a variety of calls, that they stood motionless, m the
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> state of the schoolman's ass between two bundles

of hay, incapable of determining where they should
|

first offer their attendance.
Our knight's patience was almost exhausted,

when Crabshaw entered the room, in a very strange
equipage. One half of his face appeared close
shaved, and the other covered with lather, while
the blood trickled in two rivulets from his nose,
upon a barber's cloth that was tucked under his
chin

J he looked grim with indignation, and under
his left arm carried his cutlas, unsheathed. Where
he had acquired so much of the profession of knight-
errautry we shall not pretend to determine ; but
certain it is, be fell on his knees before Sir Laun-
celot, crying, with an accent of grief and distraction,
In the name of St. George for England, I beg a

boon, Sir Knight, and thy compliance I demand
before the peacock and the ladies."

_
Sir Launcelot, astonished at this address, replied

in a lofty strain, "Valiant squire, thy boon is
granted, provided it doth not contravene the laws
of the land, and the constitution of chivalry."
"Then I crave leave," answered Crabshaw, "to
challenge and defy to mortal combat that caitiff
barber who hath left me in this piteous condition

;and I vow by the peacock, that I will not shavemy beard, until I have shaved his head from his
shoulders. So may I thrive in the occupation of
an arrant squire."

Before his master had time to inquire into par-
ticulars, they were joined by a decent man in boots
who was likewise a traveller, and had seen the rise
and progress of Timothy's disaster. He gave the
knight to understand, that Crabshaw had sent for
a barber, and already undergone one half of the
operation, when the operator received the long-
expected message from both the gentlemen who
stood candidates at the election. The double sum-
mons was no sooner intimated to him, than he
threw down his bason, and retired with precipitation
leaving the squire in the suds. Timothy, incensed
at tins desertion, followed him with equal celerity
into the street, where he collared the shaver, and
insisted upon being entirely trimmed, on pain of
the bastinado. The other finding himself thus
arrested, and having no time to spare for alterca-
tion, lifted up bis fist, and discharged it upon the
snout of Crabshaw with such force, that the unfor-
tunate aggressor was fain to bite the ground, while
the victor hastened awav, in hope of touching the
double wages of corruption.

The knight being informed of these circum-
stances, told Timothy with a smile, that he should
have hberty to d.fy the barber; but, in the mean
time, he ordered him to saddle Bronzomarte, and
prepare for immediate service. While the squire
was thus employed, his master engaged in conver-
sation with the stranger, who happened to be aLondon dealer travelling for orders, and was well
acquainted with the particulars which our adven-
turer wanted to know.

It was from this communicative tradesman he
learned, that the competitors were Sir Valentine
Quickset and Mr. Isaac Vanderpelft

; the first amere fox-hunter, who depended for success in his
election upon his interest among the high-flying
gentry

; the other a stock-jobber and contractor
o h.reign extract, not without a mixture of Hebrew
|ood, immensely rich, who was countenanced by
his grace of

, and supposed to have distributed
large sums m securing a majority of votes among
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the yeomanry of the county, possessed of small
freeholds, and copyholders, a great number of
which last resided in this borough. He said these
were generally dissenters and weavers ; and that
the mayor, who was himself a manufacturer, had
received a very considerable order for exportation
in consequence of which it was believed he would
support Mr. Vanderpellt with all his influence and
credit.

Sir Launcelot, roused at this intelligence, called
for his armour, which being buckled on in a hurry
he mounted his steed, attended by Crabshaw on
Gilbert, and rode immediately into the midst of the
multitude by which the hustings were surrounded,
just as Sir Valentine Quickset began to harangue
the people from an occasional theatre, formed of a
plank supported by the upper board of the public
stocks, and an inferior rib of a wooden cage pitched
also for the accommodation of petty delinquents.
Though the singular appearance of Sir Launcelot

at first attracted theeyesof all the spectators, yet they
did not fail to yield attention to the speech of his
brother knight, Sir Valentine, which ran in the fol-
lowing strain :—" Gentlemen vreeholders of this
here county, I shan't pretend to meake a vine
flourishing speech—I'm a plain spoken man, as you
all know. I hope I shall always speak my maind
without vear or vavour, as the zaying is. 'Tis theway of the Quicksets—we are no upstarts, nor
vorreigners, nor have we any Jewish blood in our
veins

; we have lived in this here neighbourhood
time out of mind, as you all know, and possess an
estate of vive thousand clear, which we spend at
whoam, among you, in old English hospitality.
All my vorevathers have been parliament-men, and
I can prove that ne'er a one o'um gave a zingle vote
for the court since the revolution. Vor my own
peart, I value not the ministry three skips of a
louse, as the zaying is—I ne'er knew but one
minister that was an honest man, and vor all the rest,
1 care not if they were hanged as high as Hainan'
with a pox to'un. I am, thank God, a vree-born
true-hearted Englishman, and a loyal, thof un-
worthy, son of the church—vor all they have done
vor H r, I'd vain know what they have done vor
the church, with a vengeance—vor my own peart,
I hate all vorreigners, and vorreign measures^
whereby this poor nation is broken-backed with a
dismal load of debt, and the taxes rise so high that
the poor cannot get bread. Gentlemen vreeholders
of this county, I value no minister a vig's end, d'ye
see

;
if you will vavour me with your votes' and

interest, whereby I may be returned, I'll engage
°P? haLf of my estate that I never cry yea to vour
shillings m the pound, but will cross the ministrym everything, as in duty bound, and as becomes an
honest vreeholder in the ould interest—but, if you
sell your votes and your country for hire, you will
be detested m this here world, and damned in the
next to all eternity : so I leave every man to his own
conscience."

This eloquent oration was received by his own
friends with loud peals of applause, which, however
did not discourage his competitor, who, confident
of his own strength, ascended the rostrum, or in
other words, an old cask, set upright for the purpose
Haying bowed all round to the audience, with a
smile of gentle condescension, he told them how
ambitious he was of the honour to represent this
county in parliament, and how happy he found
himself m the encouragement of his friends, who
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had so unanimously agreed to support his preten-

sions. He said, over and above the qualifications

he possessed among them, he had fourscore thou-

sand pounds in his pocket, which he had acquired

by commerce, the support of the nation, under the

present happy establishment, in defence of which

he was ready to spend the last farthing. He owned

himself a faithful subject to his majesty king

George, sincerely attached to the protestant suc-

cession, in detestation and defiance of a popish, an

abjured, and outlawed pretender ; and declared that

he would exhaust his substance and his blood, if

necessary, in maintaining the principles of the

glorious revolution. "This," cried he, "is the

solid basis and foundation upon which I stand."

These last words had scarce proceeded from his

mouth, when the head of the barrel or puncheon

on which he stood, being frail and infirm, gave

way, so that down he went with a crash, and in a

twinkling disappeared from the eyes of the as-

tonished beholders. The fox-hunters, perceiving

his disaster, exclaimed, in the phrase and accent of

the chase, " Stole away ! stole away !
" and with

hideous vociferation, joined in the Sylvan chorus

which the hunters halloo when the hounds are at

fault.

The disaster of Mr. Vanderpelft was soon re-

paired by the assiduity of his friends, who disen-

gaged him from the barrel in a trice, hoisted him

on the shoulders of four strong weavers, and, re-

senting the unmannerly exultation of their antago-

nists, began to form themselves in order of battle.

An obstinate fray would have undoubtedly en-

sued, had not their mutual indignation given way

to their curiosity, at the motion of our knight, who

had advanced into the middle between the two

fronts, and waving his hand as a signal for them to

give attention, addressed himself to them, with

graceful demeanour, in these words :
—

" Country-

men, friends, and fellow-citizens, you are this day

assembled to determine a point of the utmost conse-

quence to yourselves and your posterity ; a point

that ought to be determined by far other weapons

than brutal force and factious clamour. You, the

freemen of England, are the basis of that excellent

constitution which hath long flourished the object

of envy and admiration. To you belongs the in-

estimable privilege of choosing a delegate properly

qualified to represent you in the high court of par-

liament. This is your birthright, inherited from

your ancestors, obtained by their courage, and

sealed with their blood. It is not only your birth-

right, which you should maintain in defiance of all

danger, but also a sacred trust, to be executed with

the most scrupulous care and fidelity. The person

whom you trust ought not only to be endued with

the most inflexible integrity, but should likewise

possess a fund of knowledge that may enable him

to act as a part of the legislature. He must be well

acquainted with the history, the constitution, and

the laws of his country ; he must understand the

forms of business, the extent of the royal preroga-

tive, the privilege of parliament, the detail of

government, the nature and regulation of the

finances, the different branches of commerce, the

politics that prevail, and the connexions that sub-

sist among the different powers of Europe; for on

all these subjects the deliberations of a house of

commons occasionally turn. But these great pur-

poses will never be answered by electing an illiterate

savage, scarce qualified, in point of understanding,

to act as a country justice of peace, a man who h;s

scarce ever travelled beyond the excursion of a

fox-chase, whose conversation never rambles farther

than his stable, his kennel, and the barn-yard ; who
rejects decorum as degeneracy, mistakes rusticity

for independence, ascertains his courage by leaping

over gates and ditches, and founds his triumph on

feats of drinking ; who holds his estate by a factious

tenure, professes himself the blind slave of a party,

without knowing the principles that gave it birth,

or the motives by which it is actuated, and thinks

that all patriotism consists in railing indiscriminately

at ministers, and obstinately opposing every measure

of the administration. Such a man, with no evil

intentions of his own, might be used as a dangerous

tool in the hands of a desperate faction, by scatter-

ing the seeds of disaffection, embarrassing the

wheels of government, and reducing the whole

kingdom to anarchy."

Here the knight was interrupted by the shouts

and acclamations of the Vanderpelfites, who cried

aloud, " Hear him ! hear him ! long life to the iron-

cased orator." This clamour subsiding, he prose-

cuted his harangue to the following effect :

—

" Such a man as I have described may be dan-

gerous from ignorance, but is neither so mischievous

nor so detestable as the wretch who knowingly

betrays his trust, and sues to be the hireling and

prostitute of a weak and worthless minister ; a sor-

did knave, without honour or principle, who belongs

to no family whose example can reproach him

with degeneracy, who has no country to command

his respect, no friend to engage his affection, no re-

ligion to regulate his morals, no conscience to

restrain his iniquity, and who worships no God but

Mammon ; an insinuating miscreant, who under-

takes for the dirtiest work of the vilest adminis-

tration; who practices national usury, receiving by

wholesale the rewards of venality, and distributing

the wages of corruption by retail."

In this place our adventurer's speech was

drowned in the acclamations of the fox hunters,

who now triumphed in their turn, and hoicksed the

speaker, exclaiming, "Well opened, Jowler—to'un,

to'un again, Sweetlips ! hey, Merry, Whitefoot
!

"

After a short interruption, he thus resumed his

discourse :

—

" When such a caitiff presents himself to you,

like the devil, with a temptation in his hand, avoid

him as if he were in fact the devil—it is not the

offering of disinterested love, for what should

induce him, who has no affections, to love you,

to whose persons he is an utter stranger ? alas ! it

is not a benevolence, but a bribe. He wants to

buy you at one market that he may sell you at

another. Without doubt his intention is to make

an advantage of his purchase, and this aim he

cannot accomplish but by sacrificing, in some sort,

your interest, your independency, to the wicked

designs of a minister, as he can expect no gratifi-

cation for the faithful discharge of his duty. But,

even if he should not find an opportunity of selling

you to advantage, the crime, the shame, the infamy,

will still be the same in you, who, baser than the most

abandoned prostitutes, have sold yourselves and your

posterity for hire—for a paltry price, to be refunded

with interest by some minister, who will indemnity

himself out of your own pockets ;
for, after all,

you are bought and sold with your own money—

the miserable pittance you may now receive is no

more than a pitcher full of water thrown in to
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moisten the sucker of that pump which will drain
you to the bottom. Let me therefore advise and
exhort you, my countrymen, to avoid the opposite
extremes of the ignorant clown and the designing
courtier, and choose a man of honesty, intelligence,

and moderation, who will
—

"

The doctrine of moderation was a very unpo-
pular subject in such an assembly

; and, accordingly,
they rejected it as one man. They began to think
the stranger wanted to set up for himself; a sup-
position that could not fail to incense both sides
equally, as they were both zealously engaged in
their respective causes. The Whigs and the Tories
joined against this intruder, who, being neither,
was treated like a monster, or chimera in politics.

They hissed, they hooted, and they hallooed
; they

annoyed him with missiles of dirt, sticks, and stones

;

they cursed, they threatened, and reviled, till, at
length, his patience was exhausted.

" Ungrateful and abandoned miscreants I" he
cried, " I spoke to you as men and Christians—as
free-born Britons and fellow-citizens ; but I per-
ceive you are a pack of venal, infamous scoundrels,
and I will treat you accordingly." So saying, he
brandished his lance, and riding into the thickest
of the concourse, laid about him with such dexterity
and effect, that the multitude was immediately dis-
persed, and he retired without further molestation.
The same good fortune did not attend squire

Crabshaw in his retreat. The ludicrous singularity
of his features, and the half-mown crop of hair that
bristled from one side of his countenance, invited
some wags to make merry at his expense ; one of
them clapped a furze-bush under the tail of Gilbert,
who, feeling himself thus stimulated a posteriori,
kicked and plunged, and capered in such a man-
ner, that Timothy could hardly keep the saddle.
In this commotion he lost his cap and his periwig,
while the rabble pelted him in such a manner, that,
before he could join his master, he looked like a
pillar, or rather a pillory of mud.

CHAPTER X.
Which showeth that he who plays at Bowls, will sometimes

meet with Rubbers.

Sir Launcelot, boiling with indignation at the
I venality and faction of the electors, whom he had

harangued to so little purpose, retired with the most
deliberate disdain towards one of the gates of the
town, on the outside of which his curiosity was
attracted by a concourse of people, in the midst of
whom stood Mr. Ferret, mounted upon a stool, with a
kind of satchel hanging round his neck, and a phial
displayed in his right hand, while he held forth to
the audience in a very vehement strain of elocution.

Crabshaw thought himself happily delivered when
lie reached the suburbs, and proceeded without halt-
ing

;
but his master mingled with the crowd, and

heard the orator express himself to this effect :—
" Very likely you may undervalue me and my

medicine, because I don't appear upon a stage of
rotten boards, in a shabby velvet coat, and tie peri-
wig, with a foolish fellow in a motley coat, to make
you lau,;h, by making wry faces ; but I scorn to
use these dirty arts for engaging your attention,
piese paltry tricks, ad captandum vulgus, can have
no effect but on idiots; and if you are idiots, I
don't desire you should be my customers. Take
notice, I don't address you in the style of a mounte-
bank, or a high German doctor; and yet the king-
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dom is full of mountebanks, empirics, and quacks.
We have quacks in religion, quacks in physic,
quacks in law, quacks in politics, quacks in pa-
triotism, quacks in government—High German
quacks, that have blistered, sweated, bled, and
purged the nation into an atrophy. But this is not
all

; they have not only evacuated her into a con-
sumption, but they have intoxicated her brain, until
she is become delirious ; she can no longer pursue
her own interest, or, indeed, rightly distinguish it.

Like the people of Nineveh, she can hardly tell

her right hand from her left
; but, as a changeling,

is dazzled and delighted by an ignis fatuus, a Will-
o'-the-wisp, an exhalation from the lilest mate-
rials in nature, that leads her astray through West-
phalian bogs and deserts, and will one day break
her neck over some barren rocks, or leave her
sticking in some H n pit, or quagmire. ForO " ["-^1 vjuuwiiiil \_ • x yi
my part, if you have a mind to betray your coun-
try, I have no objection. In selling yourselves and
your fellow-citizens, you only dispose of a pack of
rascals who deserve to be sold. If you sell one
another, why should not I sell this here Elixir of
Long Life, which, if properly used, will protract
your days till you shall have seen your country
ruined. I shall not pretend to disturb your under-
standings, which are none of the strongest, with a
hotchpotch of unintelligible terms, such as Aris-
totle's four principles of generation, unformed mat-
ter, privation, efficient, and final causes. Aristotle
was a pedantic blockhead, and still more knave
than fool. The same censure we may safely put.
on that wiseacre, Dioscorides, with his faculties of
simples—his seminal, specific, and principal virtues

;

and that crazy commentator, Galen, with his four
elements,elementary qualities, his eight complexions,
his harmonies and discords. Nor shall I expatiate
on the alkahest of that mad scoundrel, Paracelsus,
with which he pretended to reduce flints into salt

;

nor the archceus or spiritus rector of that visionary
Van Hclmont, his simple, elementary water, his
gas, ferments, and transmutations ; nor shall I en-
large upon the salt, sulphur, and oil, the acidum
vagum, the mercury of metals, and the volatilized
vitriol of other modern chemists, a pack of igno-
rant, conceited, knavish rascals, that puzzle your
weak heads with such jargon, just as Germanized
m——r throws dust in your eyes, by lugging in and
ringing the changes on the balance of power, the
Protestant religion, and your allies on the conti-
nent

;
acting like the juggler, who picks your pockets

while he dazzles your eyes and amuses your fancy
with twirling his fingers and reciting the gibberish
of hocuspocus; for, in fact, the balance of power is
a mere chimera. As for the Protestant religion,
nobody gives himself any trouble about it ; and
allies on the continent, we have none, or, at least,
none that would raise an hundred men to save us'
from perdition, unless we paid an extravagant price
for their assistance. But, to return to this here
Elixir of Long Life, I might embellish it with a
great many high sounding epithets ; but I disdain
to follow the example of every illiterate vagabond,
that, from idleness, turns quack, and advertises his
nostrum in the public papers. I am neither a felo-
nious dry-salter returned from exile, an hospital
stump-turner, a decayed staymaker, a bankrupt
printer, or insolvent debtor, released by act of par-
liament. I did not pretend to administer medicines
without the least tincture of letters, or suborn
wretches to perjure themselves in false affidavits of
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cures that were never performed ; nor employ a

set of led captains to harangue in my praise at all

public places. I was bred regularly to the profes-

sion of chemistry, and have tried all the processes

of alchemy ; and I may venture to say, that this

here elixir is, in fact, the chruseon pepuromenon ek

puros, the visible, glorious, spiritual body, from
whence all other beings derive their existence, as

proceeding from their father the sun, and their mo-
ther the moon ; from the sun, as from a living and
spiritual gold, which is mere fire ;

consequently,

the common and universal first created mover,

from whence all movable things have their distinct

and particular motions ; and also from the moon,
as from the wife of the sun, and the common mother
of all sublunary things. And forasmuch as man
is, and must be, the comprehensive end of all crea-

tures, and the microcosm, he is counselled in the

Revelation to buy gold that is thoroughly fired, or

rather pure fire, that he may become rich and like

the sun ; as, on the contrary, he becomes poor, when
he abuses the arsenical poison ; so that, his silver,

by the fire, must be calcined to a caput mortuum,

which happens when he will hold and retain the

menstruum, out of which he partly exists, for his

own property, and doth not daily offer up the same
in the fire of the sun, that the woman may be

clothed with the sun, and become a sun, and there-

by rule over the moon ; that is to say, that he may
get the moon under his feet. Now, this here elixir,

sold for no more than sixpence a phial, contains the

essence of the alkahest, the archseus, the catholicon,

the menstruum, the sun, the moon, and, to sum up

all in one word, is the true, genuine, unadulterated

unchangeable, immaculate, and specific chruseon

pepuromenon ek puros."

The audience were variously affected by this

learned oration. Some of those who favoured the

pretensions of the Whig candidate, were of opinion,

that he ought to be punished for his presumption,

in reflecting so scurrilously on ministers and
measures. Of this sentiment was our adven-

turer, though he could not help admiring the cou-

rage of the orator, and owning within himself, that

he had mixed some melancholy truths with his

scurrility.

Mr. Ferret would not have stood so long in his

rostrum unmolested, had not he cunningly chosen

his station immediately without the jurisdiction of

the town, whose magistrates therefore could not

take cognizance of his conduct ; but application

was made to the constable of the other parish, while

our nostrum-monger proceeded in his speech, the

conclusion of which produced such an effect upon
his hearers, that his whole cargo was immediately

exhausted. He had just stepped down from his

stool, when the constable with his staff arrived,

and took him under his guidance. Mr. Ferret, on

this occasion, attempted to interest the people in

his behalf, by exhorting them to vindicate the

liberty of the subject against such an act of oppres-

sion ; but finding them deaf to the tropes and

figures of his elocution, he addressed himself to our

knight, reminding him of his duty to protect the

helpless and the injured, and earnestly soliciting

his interposition.

Sir Launcelot, without making the least reply to

his entreaties, resolved to see the end of this ad-

venture
; and, being joined by his squire, followed

the prisoner at a distance, measuring back the

ground he had travelled the day before, until he

reached another small borough, where Ferret was
housed in the common prison.

While he sat a horseback, deliberating on the

next step he should take, he was accosted by the

voice of Tom Clarke, who called, in a whimpering
tone, through a window grated with iron, " For the

love of God, Sir Launcelot, do, dear sir, be so good

as to take the trouble to alight, and come up stairs

;

I have something to communicate, of consequence

to the community in general, and you in particular.

Pray do, dear Sir Knight. I beg a boon in the

name of St. Michael and St. George for England."

Our adventurer, not a little surprised at this ad-

dress, dismounted without hesitation, and being

admitted to the common jail, there found not only

his old friend Tom, but also the uncle, sitting on a

bench, with a woollen night-cap on his head, and a

pair of spectacles on his nose, reading very earnestly

in a book, which he afterwards understood was

entitled, " The Life and Adventures of Valentine

and Orson." The captain no sooner saw his great

pattern enter, than he rose, and received him with

the salutation of, " What cheer, brother ?" and be-

fore the knight could answer, added these words :

" You see how the land lies—here have Tom and

I been fast ashore these four and twenty hours;

and this berth we have got by attempting to tow

your galley, brother, from the enemy's harbour.

Adds bobs ! if we had this here fellow w—eson for

a consort, with all our tackle in order, brother,

we'd soon show 'em the topsail, slip our cable, and

down with their barricadoes. But, howsomever, it

don't signify talking—patience is a good stream-

anchor, and will hold, as the saying is—but, d—

n

my—as for the matter of my bolt-sprit.—Hearkye,

hearkye, brother, d—ned hard to engage with three

at a time, one upon my bow, one upon my quarter,

and one right a-head, rubbing and drubbing, lying

athwart hawse, raking fore and aft, battering and

grappling, and lashing and clashing—adds heart,

brother ; crash went the bolt-sprit—down came the

round-top—up with the dead-lights—I saw nothing

but the stars at noon, lost the helm of my seven

senses, and down I broached upon my broadside."

As Mr. Clarke rightly conceived that his uncle

would need an interpreter, he began to explain

these hints, by giving a circumstantial detail of his

own and the captain's disaster.

He told Sir Launcelot, that, notwithstanding all

his persuasion and remonstrances, Captain Crowe

insisted upon appearing in the character of a knight-

errant ;
and, with that view, had set out from the

public-house on the morning that succeeded his

vigil in the church. That upon the highway they

had met with a coach, containing two ladies, one of

whom seemed to be under great agitation ; for, as

they passed, she struggled with the other, thrust

out" her head at the window, and said something

which he could not distinctly hear. That Captain

Crowe was struck with admiration of her unequalled

beauty ; and he, Tom, no sooner informed him

who she was, than he resolved to set her at liberty,

on the supposition that she was under restraint,

and in distress. That he accordingly unsheathed

his cutlas, and riding after the coach, commanded

the driver to bring to, on pain of death. That one

of the sen ants, believing the captain to be a high-

wayman, presented a blunderbuss, and in all pro-

bability would have shot him on the spot, had not

he, the nephew, rode up, and assured them the gen-

tleman was bob compos. That, notwithstanding his
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intimation, all the three attacked him with the butt-
ends of their horsewhips, while the coach drove on,
and although he laid about him with great fury, at
last brought him to the ground, by a stroke on the
temple. That Mr. Clarke himself then interposed
in defence of his kinsman, and was also severely
beaten. That two of the servants, upon application
to a justice of the peace, residing near the field of
battle, had granted a warrant against the captain
and his nephew, and, without examination, com-
mitted them as idle vagrants, after having seized
their horses and their money, on pretence of their
being suspected for highwaymen.—" But, as there
was no just cause of suspicion," added he, " I am
of opinion, the justice is guilty of a trespass, and
may be sued forfalmm imprisonamentum, and con-
siderable damages obtained ; for you will please to
observe, sir, no justice has a right to commit any
person till after due examination

; besides, we were
not committed for an assault and battery, audita
querela, nor as wandering lunatics by the statute,
who, to be sure, may b<? apprehended by a justice's
warrant, and locked up and chained, if necessary,
or to be sent to their last legal settlement ; but we
were committed as vagrants and suspected high-
waymen. Now we do not fall under the descrip-
tion of vagrants ; nor did any circumstance appear
to support the suspicion of robbery

;
for, to con-

stitute robbery, there must be something taken
;

but here nothing was taken but blows, and they
were upon compulsion. Even an attempt to rob,
without any taking, is not felony, but a misde-
meanour. To be sure, there is a taking in deed,
and a taking in law. But still the robber must be
in possession of a thing stolen ; and we attempted
to steal ourselves away. My uncle, indeed, would
have released the young lady vi et armis, had his
strength been equal to his inclination ; and in so
doing, I would have willingly lent my assistance,
both from a desire to serve such a beautiful young
creature, and also in regard to your honour, for I
thought I heard her call upon your name."

" Ha ! how ! what ! whose name ? say, speak

—

Heaven and earth !" cried the knight, with marks
of the most violent emotion.—Clarke, terrified at
his looks, replied, " I beg your pardon a thousand
times

; I did not say positively she did speak those
words; but I apprehended she did speak them.
Words, which may be taken or interpreted by law
in a general or common sense, ought not to receive
a strained or unusual construction ; and ambiguous
words—"-—" Speak, or be dumb for ever !" ex-
claimed Sir Launcelot, in a terrific tone, laying his
hand on his sword. " What young lady, ha? What
name did she call upon ?"—Clarke, falling on his
knees, answered, not without stammering, " Miss
Aurelia Darnel ; to the best of my recollection, she
called upon Sir Launcelot Greaves."—" Sacred
powers !" cried our adventurer, " which way did
the carriage proceed?"
When Tom told him that the coach quitted the

post-road, and struck away to the right at full
speed, Sir Launcelot was seized with a pensive fit

;

his head sunk upon his breast, and he mused in
silence for several minutes, with the most melan-
choly expression on his countenance ; then recol-
lecting himself, he assumed a more composed and
cheerful air, and asked several questions with re-
spect to the arms on the coach, and the liveries
worn by the servants ? It was in the course of this
interrogation, that he discovered he had actually

conversed with one of the footmen, who had brought
back Crabshaw's horse. A circumstance that filled

him with anxiety and chagrin, as he had omitted
to inquire the name of his master, and the place to
which the coach was travelling; though, in all

probability, had he made these inquiries, he
would have received very little satisfaction, there
being reason to think the servants were enjoined
secrecy.

The knight, in order to meditate on this un-
expected adventure, sat down by his old friend, and
entered into a reverie, which lasted about a quarter
of an hour, and might have continued longer had it

not been interrupted by the voice of Crabshaw, who
bawled aloud, "Look to it, my masters—as you
brew you must drink—this shall be a dear day's
work to some of you ; for my part, I say nothing

—

the braying ass eats little grass—one barber shaves
not so close, but another finds a few stubble—you
wanted to catch a capon, and you've stole a cat

—

he that takes up his lodgings in a stable, must be
contented to lie upon litter."

The knight, desirous of knowing the cause that
prompted Timothy to apothegmatise in this manner,
looked through the grate, and perceived the squire
fairly set in the stocks, surrounded by a mob of
people. When he called to him, and asked the reason
of this disgraceful restraint, Crabshaw replied,
" There's no cake, but there's another of the same
make—who never climbed, never fell—after clouds
comes clear weather. 'Tis all along of your honour,
I've met with this preferment ; no deservings of
my own, but the interest of my master. Sir knight,
if you will slay the justice, hang the constable,
release your squire, and burn the town, your name
will be famous in story

; but, if you are content, I
am thankful. Two hours are soon spent in such
good company; in the mean time, look to 'un,
jailor, there's a frog in the stocks."

Sir Launcelot, incensed at this affront offered to
his servant, advanced to the prison door, but found
it fast locked ; and when he called to the turnkey,
he was given to understand, that he himself was
prisoner. Enraged at this intimation, he demanded
at whose suit, and was answered through the
wicket, " At the suit of the king, in whose name I
will hold you fast, with God's assistance."
The knight's looks now began to lighten ; he

rolled his eyes around ; and snatching up an oaken
bench, which three ordinary men could scarce have
lifted from the ground, he, in all likelihood, would
have shattered the door in pieces, had not he been
restrained by the interposition of Mr. Clarke, who
entreated him to have a little patience, assuring him
he would suggest a plan that would avenge himself
amply on the justice, without any breach of the
peace. " I say the justice," added Tom, "because
it. must be his doing. He is a little petulant sort of
a fellow, ignorant of the law, guilty of numberless
irregularities, and if properly managed, may, for
this here act of arbitrary power, be not only cast in
a swinging sum, but even turned out of the com-
mission with disgrace.

This was a very seasonable hint, in consequence
of which the bench was softly replaced, and Captain
Crowe deposited the poker, with which he had
armed himself to second the efforts of Sir Launce-
lot. They now, for the first time, perceived that
Ferret had disappeared

;
and, upon inquiry, found

that he was in fact the occasion of the knight's
detention and the squire's disgrace.

T T



642 THE ADVENTURES OF

CHAPTER XI.

Description of a modern Magistrate.

Before the knight would take any resolution for

extricating himself from his present embarrass-

ment, he desired to be better acquainted with the

character and circumstances of the justice by whom
he had been confined, and likewise to understand

the meaning of his own detention. To be informed

in this last particular, he renewed his dialogue with

the turnkey, who told him through the grate, that

Ferret no sooner perceived him in the jail without

his offensive arms, which he had left below, than

he desired to be carried before the justice, where he

had given information against the knight, as a

violator of the public peace, who strolled about the

country with unlawful arms, rendering the highways

unsafe, encroaching upon the freedom of elections,

putting his majesty's liege subjects in fear of their

lives, and, in all probability, harbouring more
dangerous designs under an affected cloak of lunacy.

Ferret, upon this information, had been released,

and entertained as an evidence for the king ; and

Crabshaw was put into the stocks, as an idle stroller.

Sir Launcelot, being satisfied in these particulars,

addressed himself to his fellow-prisoners, and

begged they would communicate what they knew
respecting the worthy magistrate, who had been so

premature in the execution of his office. This

request was no sooner signified, than a crew of

naked wretches crowded around him, and like a

congregation of rooks, opened their throats all at

once, in accusation of Justice Gobble. The knight

was moved at this scene, which he could not help

comparing, in his own mind, to what would appear

upon a much more awful occasion, when the cries

of* the widow and the orphan, the injured and op-

pressed, would be uttered at the tribunal of an

unerring Judge, against the villanous and insolent

authors of their calamity.

When he had, with some difficulty, quieted their

clamours, and confined his interrogation to one

person of a tolerably decent appearance, he learned,

that Justice Gobble, whose father was a tailor, had
for some time served as a journeyman hosier in

London, where he had picked up some law terms,

by conversing with hackney writers and attorneys'

clerks of the lowest order ; that, upon the death of

his master, he had insinuated himself into the good

graces of the widow, who took him for her husband,

so that he became a person of some consideration,

and saved money apace ; that his pride, increasing

with his substance, was reinforced by the vanity of

his wife, who persuaded him to retire from business,

that they might live genteelly in the country ; that

his father dying, and leaving a couple of houses in

this town, Mr. Gobble had come down with his

lady to take possession, and liked the place so well,

as to make a more considerable purchase in the

neighbourhood ; that a certain peer being indebted

to him in the large way of his business, and either

unable or unwilling to pay the money, had com-
pounded the debt, by inserting his name in the

commission; since which period his own insolence,

and his wife's ostentation, had exceeded all bounds :

that, in the execution of his authority, he had
committed a thousand acts of cruelty and injustice

against the poorer sort of people, who were unable

to call him to a proper account ; that his wife

domineered with a more ridiculous, though less

pernicious usurpation, among the females of the

place ; that, in a word, she was the subject of

continual mirth, and he the object of universal

detestation.

Our adventurer, tho igh extremely well disposed

to believe what was said to the prejudice of Gobble,

would not give entire credit to this description,

without first inquiring into the particulars of his

conduct. He therefore asked the speaker, what
was the cause of his particular complaint. " For my
own part, sir," said he, " I lived in repute, and kept

a shop in this here town, well furnished with a

great variety of articles. All the people in the

place were my customers ; but what I and many
others chiefly depended upon, was the extraordinary

sale at two annual customary fairs, to which all the

countrv people in the neighbourhood resorted to

lay out their money. I had employed all mj stock,

and even engaged my credit, to procure a large

assortment of goods for the Lammas market ; but

having given my note in the election of a vestry-

clerk, contrary to the interest of Justice Gobble, he

resolved to work my ruin. He suppressed the annual

fairs, by which a great many people, especially

publicans, earned the best part of their subsistence.

The country people resorted to another town. I

was overstocked with a load of perishable com-
modities, and found myself deprived of the best

part of my home customers, by the ill-nature and

revenge of the justice, who employed all his

influence among the common people, making use of

threats and promises, to make them desert my shop,

and give their custom to another person, whom he

settled in the same business under my nose. Being

thus disabled from making punctual payments, my
commodities spoiling, and my wife breaking her

heart, I grew negligent and careless, took to drink-

ing, and my affairs went to wreck. Being one day

in liquor, and provoked by the fleers and taunts of

the man who had set up against me, I struck him

at his own door; upon which I was carried before

the justice, who treated me with such insolence,

that I became desperate, and not only abused him
in the execution of his office, but also made an

attempt to lay violent hands upon his person. You
know, sir, when a man is both drunk and desperate,

he cannot be supposed to have any command of

himself. I was sent hither to gaoL My creditors

immediately seized my effects ; and, as they were

not sufficient to discharge my debts, a statute of

bankruptcy was taken out against me ; so that here

I must lie, until they think proper to sign my
certificate, or the parliament shall please to pass an

act for the relief of insolvent debtors."

The next person who presented himself in the

crowd of accusers was a meagre figure, with a

green apron, who told the knight that he had kept

a public-house in town for a dozen years, and en-

joyed a good trade, which was in a great measure

owing to a skittle-ground, in which the best people

of the place diverted themselves occasionally. That

Justice Gobble, being disobliged at his refusing to

part with a gelding which he had bred for his own

use, first of all shut up the skittle-ground : but

finding the publican still kept his house open, he

took care that he should be deprived of his licence,

on pretence that the number of ale-houses was too

great, and that this man had been bred to another em-

ployment. The poor publican being thus deprived

of his bread, was obliged to try the stay-making

business, to which he had served an apprenticeship,;

but being very ill qualified for this profession, he
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soon fell to decay and contracted debts, in conse-
quence of which he was now in prison, where he
had no other support but what arose from the
labour of his wife, who had gone to service.

The next prisoner who preferred his complaint
against the unrighteous judge was a poacher, at

whose practices Justice Gobble had for some years
connived, so as even to screen him from punish-
ment, in consideration of being supplied with game
gratis, till at length he was disappointed by accident.
His lady had invited guests to an entertainment,
and bespoke a hare, which the poacher undertook
1o furnish. He laid his snares accordingly over
night, but tbey were discovered, and taken away
by the gamekeeper of the gentleman to whom the
ground belonged. All the excuses the poacher
could make proved ineffectual in appeasing the re-

sentment of the justice and his wife at being thus
disconcerted. Measures were taken to detect the
delinquent in the exercise of his illicit occupation

;

he was committed to safe custody, and his wife, with
five bantlings, was passed to her husband's settle-

ment in a different part of the country.
A stout squat fellow, rattling with chains, had

just taken up the ball of accusation, when Sir
Launcelot was startled with the appearance of a
woman, whose looks and equipage indicated the
most piteous distress. She seemed to be turned of

i the middle age, was of a lofty carriage, tall, thin,

weather-beaten, and wretchedly attired; her eyes
were inflamed with weeping, and her looks displayed

i
that wildness and peculiarity which denote distrac-
tion. Advancing to Sir Launcelot, she fell upon
her knees, and, clasping her hands together, uttered
the following rhapsody in the most vehement tone
of affliction :

—

" Thrice potent, generous, and august emperor

;

here let my knees cleave to the earth, until thou
shalt do me justice on that unhuman caitiff Gobble.
Let him disgorge my substance which he hath de-
voured ; let him restore to my widowed arms my
child, my boy, the delight of my eyes, the prop of
my life, the staff of my sustenance, whom he hath
torn from my embrace, stolen, betrayed, sent into

captivity, and murdered ! Behold these bleeding
wounds upon his lovely breast! see how they
mangle his lifeless corse ! Horror ! give me my
child, barbarians! his head shall lie upon his Suky's
bosom—she will embalm him with her tears. Ha!
plunge him in the deep !—shall my boy then float in

a watery tomb ? Justice, most mighty emperor

!

justice upon the villain who hath ruined us all

!

May Heaven's dreadful vengeance overtake him !

< may the keen storm of adversity strip him of all his

leaves and fruit ! may peace forsake his mind, and
rest be banished from his pillow, so that all his days
shall be filled with reproach and sorrow, and all his

nights be haunted with horror and remorse ! may
1 he be stung by jealousy without cause, and mad-
,
dened by revenge without the means of execution !

, may all his offspring be blighted and consumed,
!

like the mildewed ears of corn, except one that shall

grow up to curse his old age, and bring his hoary
i head with sorrow to the grave, as he himself has
' proved a curse to me and mine !"

The rest of the prisoners, perceiving the knight
extremely shocked at her misery and horrid impre-
cation, removed her by force from his presence,
and conveyed her to another room ; while our ad-
venturer underwent a violent agitation, and could
not for some minutes compose himself so well as to

inquire into the nature of this wretched creatine's
calamity.

The shopkeeper, of whom he demanded this sa-
tisfaction, gave h'm to understand that she was
born a gentlewoman, and had been well educated

;

that she married a curate, who did not long survive
his nuptials, and afterwards became the wife of one
Oakley, a farmer in opulent circumstances. That
after twenty years cohabitation with her husband,
he sustained such losses by the distemper among
the cattle, as he could not repair ; and that this re-

verse of fortune was supposed to have hastened his

death. That the widow, being a woman of spirit,

determined to keep up and manage the farm, with
the assistance of an only son, a very promising
youth, who was already contracted in marriage with
the daughter of another wealthy farmer. Thus the
mother had a prospect of retrieving the affairs of
her family, when all her hopes were dashed and
destroyed by a ridiculous pique which Mrs. Gobble
conceived against the young farmer's sweetheart,
Mrs. Susan Sedgemoor. This young woman chancing
to be at a country assembly, where the gravedigger
of tire parish acted as master of the ceremonies, was
called out to dance before Miss Gobble, who hap-
pened to be there present also with her mother.
The circumstance was construed into an unpardon-
able affront by the justice's lady, who abused the
director in the most opprobrious terms for his inso-
lence and ill manners ; and retiring in a storm of
passion, vowed revenge against the saucy minx who
had presumed to vie in gentility with Miss Gobble.
The justice entered into her resentment. The
gravedigger lost his place; and Suky's lover, young
Oakley, was pressed for a soldier. Before his
mother could take any steps for his discharge, he
was hurried away to the East Indies, by the in-
dustry and contrivance of the justice. Poor Suky
wept and pined until she fell into a consumption.
The forlorn widow, being thus deprived of her son,
was overwhelmed with grief to such a degree, that
she could no longer man;;ge her concerns. Every
thing went backwards ; she ran in arrears with her
landlord ; and the prospect of bankruptcy aggra-
vated her affliction, while it added to her incapacity.
In the midst of these disastrous circumstances, news
arrived that her son Greaves had lost his life in a
sea engagement with the enemy ; and these tidings
almost instantly deprived her of reason. Then the
landlord seized for his rent, and she was arrested
at the suit of Justice Gobble, who had bought up
one of her debts in order to distress her, and now
pretended that her madness was feigned.
When the name of Greaves was mentioned, our

adventurer started and changed colour
;
and, now

the story was ended, asked, with marks of eager
emotion, if the name of the woman's first husband
was not Wilford. When the prisoner answered in
the affirmative, he rose up, and striking his breast,
" Good heaven !" cried he, " the very woman who
watched over my infancy, and even nourished me
with her milk! She was my mother's humble
friend. Alas ! poor Dorothy ! how would your old
mistress grieve to see her favourite in this miserable
condition." While he pronounced these words, to
the astonishment of the hearers, a tear stole sof'tlv

down each cheek. Then he desired to know if the
poor lunatic had any intervals of reason ; and was
given to understand that she was always quiet, and
generally supposed to have the use of her senses,
except when she was disturbed by some extra-

T T 2



644 THE ADVENTURES OF

ordinary noise, or when any person touched upon
her misfortune, or mentioned the name of her op-
pressor, in all which cases she started out into ex-
travagance and frenzy. They likewise imputed
great part of the disorder to the want of quiet,

proper food, and necessaries, with which she was
but poorly supplied by the cold hand of chance
charity. Our adventurer was exceedingly affected

by the distress of this woman, whom he resolved to

relieve ; and in proportion as his commiseration
was excited, his resentment rose against the mis-
creant, who seemed to have insinuated himself into

the commission of the peace on purpose to harass
and oppress his fellow-creatures.

Thus animated, he entered into consultation with
Mr. Thomas Clarke concerning the steps he should
take, first for their deliverance, and then for prose-

cuting and punishing the justice. In result of this

conference, the knight called aloud for the gaoler,

and demanded to see a copy of his commitment,
that he might know the cause of his imprisonment,
and offer bail ; or, in case that he should be refused,

move for a writ of Habeas Corpus. The gaoler told

him the copy of the writ should be forthcoming.
But after he had waited some time, and repeated
the demand before witnesses, it was not yet pro-
duced. Sir. Clarke then, in a solemn tone, gave the
gaoler to understand, that an officer refusing to de-
liver a true copy of the commitment warrant was
liable to the forfeiture of one hundred pounds for

the first offence, and for the second to a forfeiture

of twice that sum, besides being disabled from exe-
cuting his office.

Indeed it was no easy matter to comply with Sir

Launcelot's demand ; for no warrant had beengranted,
nor was it now in the power of the justice to remedy
this defect, as Mr. Ferret had taken himself away
privately, without having communicated the name
and designation of the prisoner. A circumstance
the more mortifying to the gaoler, as he perceived
the extraordinary respect which Mr. Clarke and
the captain paid to the knight, and was now fully

convinced that he would be dealt with according to

law. Disordered with these reflections, he im-
parted them to the justice, who had in vain caused
search to be made for Ferret, and was now ex-
tremely well inclined to set the knight and his

friends at liberty, though he did not at all suspect
the quality and importance of our adventurer. He
could not, however, resist the temptation of dis-

playing the authority of his office, and therefore
ordered the prisoners to be brought before his tri-

bunal, that, in the capacity of a magistrate, he
might give them a severe reproof, and proper cau-
tion with respect to their future behaviour.
They were accordingly led through the street in

procession, guarded by the constable and his gang,
followed by Crabshaw, who had by this time been
released from the stocks, and surrounded by a
crowd of people, attracted by curiosity. 'When
they arrived at the justice's house, they were de-
tained for some time in the passage ; then a voice
was heard, commanding the constable to bring in

the prisoners, and they were introduced to the hall

of audience, where Mr. Gobble sat in judgment,
with a crimson velvet night-cap on his head ; and
on his right hand appeared his lady, puffed up with
the pride and insolence of her husband's office, fat,

frouzy, and not over-clean, well stricken in years,
without the least vestige of an agreeable feature,
having a rubicund nose, ferret eyes, and imperious

aspect. The justice himself was a little, affected)

pert prig, w ho endeavoured to solemnize his coun-
tenance by assuming an air of consequence, in
which pride, impudence, and folly were strangely
blended. He aspired at nothing so much as the
character of an able spokeman ; and took all op-
portunities of holding forth at vestry and quarter
sessions, as well as in the administration of his

office in private. He would not, therefore, let slip

this occasion of exciting the admiration of his
hearers, and, in an authoritative tone, thus addressed
our adventurer.

" The laws of this land has provided— I savs as

how provision is made by the laws of this here
land, in reverence to delinquems and malefactors,

whereby the king's peace is upholden by we ma-
gistrates, who represents his majesty's person,
better than in e'er a contagious nation under the
sun

; but, howsomever, that there king's peace, and
this here magistrate's authority cannot be ade-
quably and identically upheld, if so be as how
criminals escapes unpunished. Now, friend, you
must be confidentious in your own mind, as you
are a notorious criminal, who have trespassed again
the laws on divers occasions and importunities ; if

I had a mind to exercise the rigour of the law,

according to the authority wherewith I am wested,

you and your companions in iniquity would be se-

werely punished b}- the statue ; but we magistrates
has a power to litigate the sewerity of justice, and
so I am contented that you should be mercifully
dealt withal, and even dismissed."

To this harangue the knight replied, with a
solemn and deliberate accent, " If I understand
your meaning aright, I am accused of being a
notorious criminal ; but nevertheless you are con-
tented to let me escape with impunity. If I am a
notorious criminal, it is the duty of you, as a
magistrate, to bring me to condign punishment

;

and if you allow a criminal to escape unpunished,
you are not only unworthy of a place in the commis-
sion, but become accessory to his guilt, and, to all

intents and purposes, socius criminis. With respect

to your proffered mercy, I shall decline the favour ;

nor do I deserve any indulgence at your hands,

for, depend upon it, I shail show no mercy to you
in the steps I iutend to take for bringing ycu to

justice. I understand that you have been long
hackneyed in the ways of oppression, and I have
seen some living monuments of your inhumanity

—

of that hereafter. I myself have been detained in

prison, without cause assigned. I have been treated

with indignity, and insulted by gaolers and consta-

bles ; led through the streets like a felon, as a
spectacle to the multitude

; obliged to dance attend-

ance in your passage, and afterwards branded with

the name of notorious criminal.—I now demand to

see the information in consequence of which 1 was
detained in prison, the copy of the warrant of com-
mitment or detainer, and the face of the person by
whom I was accused. I insist upon a compliance
with these demands, as the privileges of a British

subject ; and if it is refused, I shall seek redress

before a higher tribunal."

The justice seemed to be not a little disturbed at

this peremptory declaration ; which, however, had
no other effect upon his wife, but that of enraging

her choler, and inflaming her countenance. " Sir-

sah ! sirrah !" cried she, " do you dares to insult a

worshipful magistrate on the bench ?—Can you
deny that you are a vagram, and a dilatory sort of
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a person? Han't the.man with the satchel made
an affidavy of it ?—If I was my husband, I'd lay
you fast by the heels for your resumption, and ferk
you with a pnminery into the bargain, unless you
could give a better account of yourself—I would."

Gobble, encouraged by this fillip, resumed his
petulance, and proceeded in this manner :—" Hark
ye, friend, I might, as Mrs. Gobble very justly ob-
serves, trounce you for your audacious behaviour

;but I scorn to take such advantages. Howsomever,
I shall make you give an account of yourself and
your companions

; for I believes as how you are in
a gang, and all in a story, and perhaps you may he
*°™d

?ne day in a cord.—What are you, friend?
What is your station and degree ?" "lama gen-
tleman," replied the knight. " Ay, that is English
lor a sorry fellow," said the justice. " Every idle
vagabond, who has neither home nor habitation,
trade nor profession, designs himself a gentleman.
But I must know how you live ?" " Upon my
means." " What are your means ?"—" My estate."

-I'
Whence does it arise ?"_" From inheritance!"

—"Your estate lies in brass, and that you have in-
herited from nature

; but do you inherit lands and
tenements ?" " Yes." "But they are neither here
nor there, I doubt. Come, come, friend, I shall brin <?

you about presently." Here the examination was
interrupted by the arrival of Mr. Fillet the surgeon,
who chancing to pass, and seeing a crowd about the
door, went in to satisfy his curiosity.

CHAPTER Xn.
Which shows there are more ways to kill a Dog than Hanging.

Mr. Fillet no sooner appeared in the judgment-
chamber of Justice Gobble, than Capta in l.'mu e,

seizing him by the hand, exclaimed, " Body o'me !

Doctor, thou'rt come up in the nick of time to lend
us a hand in putting about.—We're a little in the
stays here—but howsomever we've got a good pilot,
who knows the coast ; and can weather the point,
as the saying is. As for the enemy's vessel, she
has had a shot or two already athwart her forefoot

;

the next, I do suppose, will strike the hull, and
then you will see her taken all a-back." The
doctor, who perfectly understood his dialect, assured
him he might depend upon his assistance ; and
advancing to the knight, accosted him in these
words. " Sir Launcelot Greaves, your most humble
servant—when I saw a crowd at the door, I little

thought of finding you within, treated with such
indignity—yet I can't help being pleased with an
opportunity of proving the esteem and veneration
1 have for your person and character You will
do me particular pleasure in commanding my best
services."

_

Our adventurer thanked him for this instance of
his friendship, which he told him he would use
without hesitation

; and desired he would procure
immediate bail for him and his two friends, who
had been imprisoned contrary to law, without any
cause assigned.

During this short dialogue, the justice, who had
heard of Sir Launcelot 's family and fortune, though
an utter stranger to his person, was seized with
such pangs ot terror and compunction, as a grovel-
ling mind may be supposed to have felt in such
circumstances

; and they seemed to produce the
same unsavoury effects that are so humorously
delineated by the inimitable Hogarth, in his- print
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of Felix on his tribunal, done in the Dutch style
Nevertheless, seeing Fillet retire to execute the
knight's commands, he recollected himself so far as
to tell the prisoners, there was no occasion to give
themselves any farther trouble, for he would release
them without bail or mainprise. Then discarding
all the insolence from his features, and assuming
an aspect of the most humble adulation, he begged
the knight ten thousand pardons for the freedoms
he had taken, which were entirely owing to his
ignorance of Sir Launcelot's quality. " Yes, I'll
assure you, sir," said the wife, "my husband would
have bit off his tongue rather than say black is the
white of your eye, if so be he had known your
capacity.—Thank God, we have been used to deal
with gentlefolks, and many's the good pound we
have lost by them; but what of that? Sure we
know how to behave to our betters. Mr. Gobble,
thanks be to God, can defy the whole world to
prove that he ever said an uncivil word, or did a
rude thing to a gentleman, knowing him to he a
person of fortune. Indeed, as to your poor gentry
and riff raff, your tag-rag and Dob-tail, or such
vulgar scoundrelly people, he has always behaved
like a magistrate, and treated them with the rigger
of authority." " In other words," said the knight,
" he has tyrannized over the poor, and connived at
the vices of the rich. Your husband is little obliged
to you for this confession, woman." "Woman!"
cried Mrs. Gobble, impurpled with wrath, and
fixing her hands on her sides by way of defiance,
" I scorn your words.—Marry come up ! woman'
quotha

! no more a woman than your worship."
Then bursting into tears, "Husband," continued
she, " if you had the soul of a louse, you would not
suffer me to he abused at this rate ; you would not
sit still on the bench, and hear your spouse called
such contemptible epitaphs.—Who cares for his
title and his knightship ? You and I husband knew
a tailor that was made a knight ; but thank God,
I have noblemen to stand by me with their privi-
leges and beroguetifs."
At this instant Mr. Fillet returned with his friend,

a practitioner in the law, who freely offered to join
in bailing our adventurer, and the other two pri-
soners, for any sura that should be required. The
justice perceiving the affair began to grow more
and more serious, declared that he would discharge
the warrants and dismiss the prisoners.
Here Mr, Clarke interposing, observed, that

against the knight no warrant had been granted,
nor any information sworn to; consequently, as
the justice had not complied with the form of pro-
ceeding directed by statute, the imprisonment was
curam nonjudice, void. "Right, sir," said the other
lawyer

;
" if a justice commits a felon for trial with-

out binding over the prosecutor to the assizes, he
shall be fined."—"And again," cried Clarke, "if a
justice issues a wairant for commitment, where
there is no accusation, action will lie against the
justice." " Moreover," replied the stranger, "if a
justice of peace is guilty of any misdemeanour in
his office, information lies against him in Banco
Regis, where he shall be punished by fine and im-
prisonment." " And, besides," resumed the accurate
Tom, " the same court will grant an information
against a justice of peace, on motion, for sending
even a servant to the house of correction or common
gaol without sufficient cause." " True !" exclaimed
the other limb of the law, " and, for contempt of
the lawj attachment may be had against justices of
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peace in Banco Regis. A justice of the peace was
fined a thousand marks for corrupt practices."

With these words, advancing to Sir. Clarke, he
shook him hy the hand, with the appellation of

brother, saying, " I doubt the justice has got into a

cursed hovel." Mr. Gobble himself seemed to be
of the same opinion. He changed colour several

times during the remarks which the 'awyers had
made ; and now, declaring that the gentlemen were
at liberty, begged, in the most humble phrase, that

the company would eat a bit of mutton with him,

and after dinner the affair might be amicably com-
promised. To this proposal our adventurer replied,

in a grave and resolute tone, " If your acting in

the commission as a justice of the peace concerned

my own particular only, perhaps I should waive
any further inquiry, and resent your insolence no
other way but by silent contempt. If I thought

the errors of your administration proceeded from a

good intention, defeated by want of understanding,

I should pity your ignorance, and, in compassion,

advise you to desist from acting a part for which
you are so ill qualified ; but the preposterous con-

duct of such a man deeply affects the interest of the

community, especially that part of it, which, from
its helpless situation, is the more entitled to your
protection and assistance. I am, moreover, con-

vinced that your misconduct is not so much the

consequence of an uninformed head, as the poison-

ous issue of a malignant heart, devoid of humanity,

inflamed with pride, and rankling with revenge.

The common prison of this little town is filled with

the miserable objects of your cruelty and oppres-

sion. Instead of protecting the helpless, restraining

the hands of violence, preserving the public tran-

quility, and acting as a father to the poor, according

to the intent and meaning of that institution of

which you are an unworthy member, you have dis-

tressed the widow and the orphan, given a loose to

all the insolence of office, embroiled your neigh-

bours by fomenting suits and animosities, and
played the tyrant among the indigent and forlorn.

You have abused the authority with which you
were invested, entailed a reproach upon your office,

and, instead of being revered as a blessing, you are

detested as a curse among your fellow-creatures.

This indeed is generally the case of low fellows,

who are thrust into the magistracy without senti-

ment, education, or capacity. Among other in-

stances of your iniquity, there is now in prison an
unhappy woman, infinitely your superior in the

advantages of birth, sense, and education, whom
you have, even without provocation, persecuted to

ruin and distraction, after having illegally and
inhumanly kidnapped her only child, and exposed
him to a violent death in a foreign land. Ah,
caitiff! if you were to forego all the comforts of

life, distribute your means among the poor, and do
the severest penance that ever priestcraft prescribed

for the rest of your days, you could not atone for

the ruin of that hapless family ; a family through
whose sides you cruelly and perfidiously stabbed

the heart of an innocent young woman, to gratify

the pride and diabolical malice of that wretched
low-bred woman, who now sits at your right hand
as the associate of power and presumption. Oh!
if such a despicable reptile shall annoy mankind
with impunity, if such a contemptible miscreant
shall have it in his power to do such deeds of in-

humanity and oppression, what avails the law ?

Where is our admired constitution, the freedom,

the security of the subject, the boasted humanity
of the British nation ! Sacred heaven ! if there was
no human institution to take cognizance of such
atrocious crimes, I would listen to the dictates of

eternal justice, and, arming myself with the right

of nature, exterminate such villains from the face

of the earth
!"

These last words he pronounced in such a strain,

while his eyes lightened with indignation, that

Gobble and his wife underwent the most violent

agitation ; the constable's teeth chattered in his

head, the gaoler trembled, and the whole audience

was overwhelmed with consternation.

After a short pause, Sir Launcelot proceeded in a

milder strain :
" Thank Heaven, the laws of this

country have exempted me from the disagreeable

task of such an execution. To them we shall have
immediate recourse, in three separate actions

against you for false imprisonment ; and any-

other person who has been injured by your
arbitrary and wicked proceedings, in me shall find

a warm protector, until you shall be expunged from
the commission with disgrace, and have made such

retaliation as your circumstances will allow for the

wrongs you have done the community."
In order to complete the mortification and terror

of the justice, the lawyer, whose name was Fen-
ton, declared that, to his certain knowledge, these

actions would be reinforced with divers prosecu-

tions for corrupt practices, which had lain dormant
until some person of courage and influence should

take the lead against Justice Gobble, who was the

more dreaded, as he acted under the patronage of

Lord Sharpington. By this time fear had deprived

the justice and his helpmate of the faculty of

speech. They were indeed almost petrified with

dismay, and made no effort to speak, when Mr.

Fillet," in the rear of the knight, as he retired with

his company, took his leave of them in these

words :
" And now, Mr. Justice, to dinner with what

appetite you may."
Our adventurer, though warmly invited to Mr.

Fenton's house, repaired to a public inn, where he

thought he should be more at his ease, fully deter-

mined to punish and depose Gobble from his ma-
gistracy, to effect a general gaol delivery of all the

debtors whom he had found in confinement, and in

particular to rescue poor Mrs. Oakley from the

miserable circumstances in which she was in-

volved.

In the mean time he insisted upon entertaining

his friends at dinner, during which many sallies of

sea-wit and good humour passed between Captain

Crowe and Dr. Fillet, which last had just returned

from a neighbouring village, whither he was sum-

moned to fish a man's yard-arm, which had snapt

in the slings. Their enjoyment, however, was

suddenly interrupted by a loud scream from the

kitchen," whither Sir Launcelot immediately sprung,

with equal eagerness and agility. There he saw

the landlady, who was a woman in years, em-

bracing a man dressed in a sailor's jacket, while

i she exclaimed, " It is thy own flesh and blood, so

|
sure as I'm a living soul.—Ah ! poor Greaves, poor

Greaves, many a poor heart has grieved for thee!'

To this salutation the youth replied, " I'm sorry for

that, mistress.—How does poor mother? how does

Suky Sedgemoor?"
The good woman of the house could not help

shedding tears at these interrogations ; while Sir

Launcelot interposing, said, not without emotion,
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' I perceive you are the son of Mrs. Oakley.—
Your mother is in a bad state of health, but in me
you will find a real parent." Perceiving that the
young man eyed him with astonishment, he gave
him to understand that his name was Launcelot
Greaves.

Oakley no sooner heard these words pronounced,
than he fell upon his knees, and seizing the knight's
hand, kissed it eagerly, crying, " God for ever bless
your honour, I am your name-son, sure enough

—

but what of that ? I can earn my bread without
being beholden to any man."
When the knight raised him up, he turned to the

woman of the house, saying, " I want to see mo-
ther. I'm afraid as how times are hard with her

;

and I have saved some money for her use." This
instance of filial duty brought tears into the eyes
of our adventurer, who assured him his mother
should be carefully attended, and want for
nothing ; but that it would be very improper to see
her at present, as the surprise might shock her too
much, considering that she believed him dead.
" Ey, indeed," cried the landlady, " we were all of
the same opinion, being as the report went, that
poor Greaves Oakley was killed in battle." " Lord,
mistress," said Oakley, "there wan't a word of
truth in it, I'll assure you.—What, d'ye think I'd
tell a lie about the matter? Hurt I was, to
be sure, but that don't signify ; we gave 'em as
good as they brought, and so parted.—Well, if so
be I can't see mother, I'll go and have some chat
with Suky,—What d'ye look so glum for ? she an't
married, is she ?" " No, no," replied the woman,
" not married, but almost heart-broken. Since thou
wast gone she has done nothing but sighed, and wept,
and pined herself into a decay. I'm afraid thou hast
come too late to save her life."

Oakley's heart was not proof against this in-
formation. Bursting into tears, he exclaimed, " 0
my dear, sweet, gentle Suky ! Have I then lived
to he the death of her whom I loved more than
the whole world?" He would have gone in-
stantly to her father's house, hut was restrained by
the knight and his company, who had now joined
him in the kitchen.

The young man was seated at table, and gave
them to understand, that the ship to which he be-
longed having arrived in England, he was indulged
with a month's leave to see his relations ; and that
he had received about fifty pounds in wages and
prize-money. After dinner, just as they began to
deliberate upon the measures to be taken against
Gobble, that gentleman arrived at the inn, and
humbly craved admittance. Mr. Fillet, struck
with a sudden idea, retired into another apartment
with the young farmer; while the justice, being
admitted to the company, declared that he came to

propose terms of accommodation. He accordingly
offered to ask pardon of Sir Launcelot in the public
papers, and pay fifty pounds to the poor of the
parish, as an atonement for his misbehaviour, pro-
vided the knight and his friends would grant him a
general release. Our adventurer told him, he
would willingly waive all personal concessions ; but,

as the case concerned the community, he insisted
upon his leaving off acting in the commission, and
making satisfaction to the parties he had injured

(

and oppressed. This declaration introduced a dis-

cussion, in the course of which the justice's petu-
lauce began to revive; when Fillet, entering the
room, told them he had a reconciling measure to

propose, if Mr. Gobble would for a few minutes
withdraw. He rose up immediately, and was shown
into the room which Fillet had prepared for Lis
reception. While he sat musing on this outward
adventure, so big with disgrace and disappointment,
young Oakley, according to the instructions he had
received, appeared all at once before him, pointing
to a ghastly wound, which the doctor had painted
on his forehead. The apparition no sooner pre-
sented itself to the eyes of Gobble, than, taking it

for granted it was the spirit of the young farmer
whose death he had occasioned, he roared aloud,
"Lord have mercy upon us!" and fell insensible
on the floor. There being found by the company,
to whom Fillet had communicated his contrivance,
he was conveyed to bed, where he lay some time
before he recovered the perfect use of his senses.
Then he earnestly desired to see the knight, and
assured him he was ready to comply with his terms,
inasmuch as he believed he had not long to live.
Advantage was immediately taken of this" salutary
disposition. He bound himself not to act as a
justice of the peace, in any part of Great Britain,
under the penalty of five thousand pounds. He
burnt Mrs. Oakley's note ; paid the debts of the
shopkeeper

; undertook to compound those of the
publican, and to settle him again in business

; and,
finally, discharged them all from prison, paying
the dues out of his own pocket. These steps being
taken with peculiar eagerness, he was removed to
his own house, where he assured his wife he had
seen a vision that prognosticated his death ; and
had immediate recourse to the curate of the parish
for spiritual consolation.

The most interesting part of the task that now
remained, was to make the widow Oakley ac-
quainted with her good fortune, in such a manner
as might least disturb her spirits, already but too
much discomposed. For this purpose they chose
the landlady, who, after having received proper
directions how to regulate her conduct, visited her
in person that same evening. Finding her quite
calm, and her reflection quite restored, she began
with exhorting her to put her trust in Providence,
which would never forsake the cause of the injured
widow and fatherless. She promised to assist and
befriend her on all occasions, as far as her abilities
would reach. She gradually turned the conversa-
tion upon the family of the Greaves; and by degrees
informed her, that Sir Launcelot, having learned
her situation, was determined to extricate her from
all her troubles. Perceiving her astonished, and
deeply affected at this intimation, she artfully
shifted the discourse, recommended resignation to
the divine will, and observed, that this circumstance
seemed to be an earnest of further happiness. " 0 !

I'm incapable of receiving more !" cried the discon-
solate widow,, with sti-eaming eyes.—" Yet I ou^ht
not to be surprised at any blessing that flows from
that quarter. The family of Greaves were always
virtuous, humane, and benevolent. This younn-
gentleman's mother was my dear lady and bene°
factress :—he himself was suckled at these breasts.
O ! he was the sweetest, comeliest, best conditioned
babe !—I loved not my own Greaves with greater
affection—but he, alas ! is now no more !" " Have
patience, good neighbour," said the landlady of the
White Hart, "that is more than you have any ri^ht
to affirm—all that you know of the matter is^by
common report, and common report is commonlv
false • besides, I can tell you I have seen a list of
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the men that -were killed in Admiral P 's ship,

•when he fought the French in the East Indies, and
your son was not in the number." To this intima-

tion she replied, after a considerable pause, " Don't,

my good neighbour, don't feed me with false hope.
—My poor Greaves too certainly perished in a

foreign land—yet he is happy ;—had he lived to

see me in this condition, grief would soon have put
a period to his days." " I tell you then," cried the
visitant, "he is not dead. I have seen a letter that

mentions his being well since the battle. You shall

come along with me—you are no longer a prisoner,

but shall live at my house comfortably, till your
affairs are settled to your wish."

The poor widow followed her in silent astonish-

ment, and was immediately accommodated with
necessaries.

Next morning her hostess proceeded with her in

the same cautious manner, until she was assured
that her son had returned. Being duly prepared,
she was blest with a sight of poor Greaves, and
fainted away in his arms.

We shall not dwell upon this tender scene, be-
cause it is but of a secondary concern in the history
of our knight-errant. Let it suffice to say, their

mutual happiness was unspeakable. She was after-

wards visited by Sir Launcelot, whom she no sooner
beheld, than springing forwards with all the eager-
ness of maternal affection, she clasped him to her
breast, crying, " My dear child ! my Launcelot

!

my pride! my darling! ray kind benefactor ! This
is not the first time I have hugged you in these
arms ! O ! you are the very image of Sir Everard
in his youth ; but you have got the eyes, the com-
plexion, the sweetness, and complacency of my
dear and ever honoured lady." This was not in

the strain of hireling praise ; but the genuine tribute
of esteem and admiration. As such, it could not
but be agreeable to our hero, who undertook to
procure Oakley's discharge, and settle him in a
comfortable farm on his own estate.

In the mean time Greaves went with a heavy
heart to the house of farmer Sedgemoor, where he
found Suky, who had been prepared for his recep-
tion, in a transport of joy, though very weak, and
greatly emaciated. Nevertheless, the return of her
sweetheart had such an happy effect on her con-
stitution, that in a few weeks her health was
perfectly restored.

This adventure of our knight was crowned with
every happy circumstance that could give pleasure
to a generous mind. The prisoners were released,
and reinstated in their former occupations. The
justice performed his articles from fear; and after-

wards turned over a new leaf from remorse. Young
Oakley was married to Suky, with whom he received
a considerable portion. The new-married couple
found a farm ready stocked for them on the knight's
estate ; and the mother enjoyed a happy retreat in

the character of housekeeper at Greavesbury Hall.

CHAPTER XIII.
In which our Knight is tantalized with a transient Glimpse

of Felicity.

Tht. success of our adventurer, which we have
particularized in the last chapter, could not fail of
enhancing his character, not only among those who
knew him, but also among the people of the town
to whom he was not an utter stranger. The po-
pulace surrouuded the house, and testified their

approbation in loud huzzas. Captain Crowe was
more than ever inspired with veneration for his
admired patron, and more than ever determined to
pursue his footsteps in the road of chivalry. Fillet

and his friend the lawyer could not help conceiving
an affection, and even a profound esteem for the
exalted virtue, the person, and accomplishments of
the knight, dashed as they were with a mixture of
extravagance and insanity. Even Sir Launcelot
himself was elevated to an extraordinary degree of
self-complacency on the fortunate issue of his ad-
venture, and became more and more persuaded that
a knight-errant's profession might be exercised,
even in England, to the advantage of the com-
munity. The only person of the company who
seemed unauimated with the general satisfaction

was Mr. Thomas Clarke. He had, not without
good reason, laid it down as a maxim, that knight-
errantry and madness were synonymous terms ;

and that madness, though exlrbited in the most
advantageous and agreeable light, could not change
its nature, but must continue a perversion of sense
to the end of the chapter. He perceived the addi-
tional impression which the brain of his uncle had
sustained, from the happy manner in which the
benevolence of Sir Launcelot had so lately operated

;

and began to fear it would be in a little time quite

necessary to have recourse to a commission of
lunacy, which might not only disgrace the family
of the Crowes, but also tend to invalidate the
settlement which the captain had already made in

favour of our young lawyer.

Perplexed with these cogitations, Mr. Clarke
appealed to our adventurer's own reflection. He
expatiated upon the bad consequences that would
attend his uncle's perseverance in the execution of
a scheme so foreign to his faculties ; and entreated
him, for the love of God, to divert him from his

purpose, either by arguments or authority
; as, of

all mankind, the knight alone had gained such an
ascendency over his spirits, that he would listen to

his exhortations with respect and submission.

Our adventurer was not so mad, but that he saw
and owned the rationality of these remarks. He
readily undertook to employ all his influence with
Crowe, to dissuade him from his extravagant de-
sign ; and seized the first opportunity of beiLg alone
with the captain, to signify his sentiments on this

subject. " Captain Crowe," said he, " you are then
determined to proceed in the course of knight-
errantry ?" " I am," replied the seaman, " with
God's help, d'ye see, and the assistance of wind and
weather—" " What, dost thou talk of wind and
weather?" cried the knight, in an elevated tone of
affected transport; " without the help of Heaven,
indeed, we are all vanity, imbecility, weakness, and
wretchedness ; but if thou art resolved to embrace
the life of an errant, let me not hear thee so much
as whisper a doubt, a w ish, a hope, or sentiment,
with respect to any other obstacle, which wind or

weather, fire or water, sword or famine, danger or
disappointment, may throw in the way of thy career.

When the duty of thy profession calls, thou must
singly rush upon innumerable hosts of armed men.
Thou must storm the breach in the mouth of bat-

teries loaded with death and destruction, while,

every step thou movest, thou art exposed to the

horrible explosion of subterranean mines, which,
being sprung, will whirl thee aloft in air, a mangled
corse, to feed the fowls of heaven. Thou must
leap into the abyss of dreadful caves and caverns,
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replete with poisonous toads, and hissing serpents
;

thou must plunge into seas of burning sulphur
;

thou must launch upon the ocean in a crazy bark,
when the foaming billows roll mountains high

—

when the lightning flashes, the thunder roars, and
the howling tempest blows, as if it would commix
the jarring elements of air and water, earth and
fire, and reduce all nature to the original anarchy
of chaos. Thus involved, thou must turn thy prow
full against the fury of the storm, and stem the
boisterous surge to thy destined port, though at the
distance of a thousand leagues ; thou must—

"

" Avast, avast, brother," exclaimed the impa-
tient Crowe, " you've got into the high latitudes,
d'ye see. If so be as you spank it away at that
rate, adad, I can't continue in tow—we must cast
off the rope, or 'ware timbers. As for your 'osts
and breeches, and hurling aloft, d'ye see—your
caves and caverns, whistling tuods and serpents,
burning brimstone and foaming billows, we must
take our hap—I value 'em not a rotten ratline ; but
as for sailing in the wind's eye, brother, you must
give me leave—no offence, I hope—I pretend to be
a thorough-bred seaman, d'ye see—and I'll be
d—ned if you, or e'er an arrant that broke biscuit,
ever sailed in a three-mast vessel with five points
of the wind, allowing for variation and lee-way.
No, no, brother, none of your tricks upon travellers—I an't now to learn my compass." " Tricks

!"

cried the knight, starting up, and laying his hand
on the pummel of his sword, " what I suspect my
honour ?"

Crowe, supposing him to be really incensed, in-
terrupted him with great earnestness, saying,
".Nay. don't— what apize !— adds-buntlines !—

I

did'n't go to give you the lie, brother, smite my
limbs

; I only said as how to sail in the wind's eye
was impossible." " And I say unto thee," resumed
the knight, "nothing is impossible to a true knight-
errant, inspired and animated by love." " And I
say unto thee," hallooed Crowe, " if so be as how
love pretends to turn his hawse-holes to the wind,
he's no seaman, d'ye see, but a snooty-nosed lub-
berly boy, that knows not a cat from a capstan

—

a don't."

" He that does not believe that love is an infal-
lible pilot, must not embark upon the voyage of
chivalry

; for, next to the protection of Heaven, it
is from love that the knight derives all his prowess
and glory. The bare name of his mistress invigo-
rates his arm ; the remembrance of her beauty in-
fuses into his breast the most heroic sentiments of
courage, while the idea of her chastity hedges him
round like a charm, and renders him invulnerable
to the sword of his antagonist. A knight without
a mistress is a mere nonentity, or, at least, a mon-
ster in nature—a pilot without a compass, a ship
without rudder, and must be driven to and fro upon
the waves of discomfiture and disgrace."

" An that be all," replied the sailor, " I told you
before as how I've got a sweetheart, as true a hearted
girl as ever swung in canvass. What thof she mav
have started a hoop in rolling, that signifies nothing";
I'll warrant her tight as a nut-shell."

" She must, in your opinion, be a paragon either
of beauty or virtue. Now, as you have given up
the last, you must uphold her charms unequalled,
and her person without a parallel." li

I do, I do
uphold she will sail upon a parallel as well as e'er
a frigate that was rigged to the northward of fifty."

" At that rate, she must rival the attractions of

her whom I adore ; but that I say is impossible.

The perfections of my Aurelia are altogether super-
natural ; and as two suns cannot shine together in

the same sphere with equal splendour, so I affirm,

and will prove with my body, that your mistress,

in comparison with mine, is as a glow-worm to the
meridian sun, a rushlight to the full moon, or a stale

mackarel's eye to a pearl of orient." " Harkee, bro-
ther, you might give good words, however. An
we once fall a jawing, d'ye see, I can heave out as

much bilgewater as another ; and since you besmear
my sweetheart, Besselia, I can as well bedaub your
mistress Aurelia, whom I value no more than old
junk, pork slush, or stinking stock-fish."

" Enough, enough !—such blasphemy shall not
pass unchastised. In consideration of our having
fed from the same table, and maintained together
a friendly, though short intercourse, I will not de-
mand the combat before you are duly prepared.
Proceed to the first great town, where you can be
furnished with horse and harnessing, with arms
offensive and defensive

;
provide a trusty squire,

assume a motto and device, declare yourself a son
of chivalry, and proclaim the excellence of her who
rules your heart. I shall fetch a compass ; and
wheresoever we may chance to meet, let us engage
with equal arms in mortal combat, that shall decide
and determine this dispute."

So saying, our adventurer stalked with great
solemnity into another apartment; while Crowe,
being sufficiently irritated, snapped his fingers in
token of defiance. Honest Crowe thought himself
scurvily used by a man whom he had cultivated
with such humility and veneration

; and, after an
incoherent ejaculation of sea oaths, went in quest
of his nephew, in order to make him acquainted
with this unlucky transaction.

In the mean time, Sir Launcelot, having ordered
supper, retired into his own chamber, and gave a
loose to the most tender emotions of his heart. He
recollected all the fond ideas which had been ex-
cited in the course of his correspondence with the
charming Aurelia. He remembered, with horror,
the cruel letter he had received from that young
lady, containing a formal renunciation of his attach-
ment, so unsuitable to the whole tenor of her cha-
racter and conduct. He revolved the late adventure
of the coach, and the declaration of Mr. Clarke, with
equal eagerness and astonishment ; and was seized
with the most ardent desire of unravelling a mys-
tery so interesting to the predominant passion of
his heart. All these mingled considerations pro-
duced a kind of ferment in the economy of his mind
which subsided into a profound reverie, compounded
of hope and perplexity.

From this trance he was waked by the arrival
of his squire, who entered the room with the blood
trickling over his nose, and stood before him with-
out speaking. When the knight asked whose
livery was that he wore ? he replied, " 'Tis your
honour's own livery ; I received it on your account
and hope as you will quit the score." Then he
proceeded to inform his master, that two officers of
the army having come into the kitchen, insisted
upon having for their supper the victuals which
Sir Launcelot had bespoke ; and that he, the squire,
objecting to the proposal, one of them had seized
the poker, and basted him with his own blood

; that
when he told them he belonged to a knight-errant
and threatened them with the vengeance of his
master, they cursed and abused him, calling him
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Sancho Panza, and such dog's names ; and bade
him tell his master, Don Quicksot, that, if he made
any noise, the}- would confine him to his cage, and
lie with his mistress, Dulcinea. " To be sure, sir,"

said he, " they thought yo.1 as great a nincompoop
as your squire—trim-tram, like master, like man ;

but I hope as how you will give them a Rowland
for their Oliver."

" Miscreant !
" cried the knight, " you have pro-

voked the gentlemen with your impertinence, and
they have chastised you as you deserve. I tell

thee, Crabshaw, they have saved me the trouble of
punishing thee with my own hands ; and well it is

for thee, sinner as thou art, that they themselves

have performed the office, for, had they complained
to me of thy insolence and rusticity, by Heaven !

I would have made thee an example to all the im-
pudent squires upon the face of the earth. Hence,
then ! avaunt. caitiff! let his majesty's officers, who
perhaps are fatigued with hard duty in the service

of their country, comfort themselves with the supper
which was intended for me,and leave me undisturbed
to my own meditations."

Timothy did not require a repetition of this com-
mand, which he forthwith obeyed, growling within

himself, that thenceforward he should let every
cuckold wear his own horns ; but he could not help

entertaining some doubts with respect to the courage
of his master, who, he supposed, was one of those

hectors who have their fighting days, but are not
at all times equally prepared for the combat.
The knight having taken a slight repast, re-

tired to his repose, and had for some time enjoyed
a very agreeable slumber, when he was startled by
a knocking at his chamber door. " I beg your
honour's pardon,'' said the landlady, " but there are
two uncivil persons in the kitchen who have well
nigh turned my whole house topsy-turvy. Not
contented with laying violent hands on your
honour's supper, they want to be rude to two young
ladies who are just arrived, and have called for a
post-chaise to go on. They are afraid to open their

chamber door to get out, and the young lawyer is

like to be murdered for taking the ladies' part."

Sir Launcelot, though he refused to take notice

of the insult which had been offered to himself, no
sooner heard of the distress of the ladies than he
started up, huddled on his clothes, and girding his

sword to his loins, advanced with a deliberate pace
to the kitchen, where he perceived Thomas Clarke
warmly engaged in altercation with a couple of
young men dressed in regimentals, who, with a
peculiar air of arrogance and ferocity, treated him
with great insolence and contempt. Tom was en-
deavouring to persuade them, that, in the constitu-

tion of England, the military was always subservient

to the civil power, and that their behaviour to a
couple of helpless young women was not only un-
becoming gentlemen, but expressly contrary to the
law, inasmuch as they might be sued for an assault

on an action of damages.
To this remonstrance the two heroes in red

replied by a volley of dreadful oaths, intermingled
with threats, which put the lawyer in some pain for

his ears.

While one thus endeavoured to intimidate honest
Tom Clarke, the other thundered at the door of the
apartment to which the ladies had retired, demand-
ing admittance, but received no other answer than
a loud shriek. Our adventurer advancing to this

uncivil champion, accosted him thus, in a grave

and solemn tone :
" Assuredly I could not have be-

lieved, except upon the evidence of my own senses,
that persons who have the appearance of gentlemen,
and bear his majesty's honourable commission in
the army, could behave so wide of the decorum
due to society, of a proper respect to the laws, of
that humanity which we owe to our fellow-creatures,

and that delicate regard for the fair sex which
ought to prevail in the breast of every gentleman,
and which in particular dignifies the character of a
soldier. To whom shall that weaker, though more
amiable part of the creation, fly for protection, if

they are insulted and outraged by those whose
more immediate duty it is to afford them security

and defence from injury and violence? What
right have you, or any man upon earth, to excite

riot in a public inn, which may be deemed a temple
sacred to hospitality ; to disturb the quiet of vour
fellow-guests, some of them perhaps exhausted by
fatigue, some of them invaded by distemper ; to

interrupt the king's lieges in their course of jour-
neying upon their lawful occasions ? Above all,

what motive but wanton barbarity could prompt
you to violate the apartment, and terrify the tender
hearts of two helpless young ladies, travelling, no
doubt, upon some cruel emergency, which compels
them, unattended, to encounter in the night the

dangers of the highway ?
"

"Hearkye, Don Bethlem," said the captain,

strutting up, and cocking his hat in the face of our
adventurer, " you may be mad as ever a straw-
crowned monarch in Moorfields, for aught I care,

but damme ! don't you be saucy, otherwise I shall

dub 3'our worship with a good stick across your
shoulders." " How ! petulant boy," cried the
knight, " since you are so ignorant of urbanity, I
will give you a lesson that you shall not easily

forget." So saying, he unsheathed his sword, and
called upon the soldier to draw in his defence.

The reader may have seen the physiognomj' of a
stockholder at Jonathan's when the rebels were at

Derby, or the features of a bard when accosted by
a bailiff, or the countenance of an alderman when
his banker stops payment ; if he has seen either of
these phenomena, he may conceive the appearance
that was now exhibited by the visage of the fero-

cious captain, when the naked sword of Sir

Eauncelot glanced before his eyes ; far from at-

tempting to produce his own, which was of uncon-
scionable length, he stood motionless as a statue,

staring with the most ghastly look of terror and
astonishment. His companion, who partook of
his panic, seeing matters brought to a very serious

crisis, interposed with a crest-fallen countenance,
assuring Sir Launcelot they had no intention to

quarrel, and what they had done was entirely for

the sake of the frolic.

"By such frolics," cried the knight, "you become
nuisances to society, bring yourselves into contempt,
and disgrace the corps to which you belong. I
now perceive the truth of the observation, that

cruelty always resides with cowardice. My con-

tempt is changed into compassion, and as you are

probably of good families, I must insist upon this

young man's drawing his sword, and acquitting

himself in such a manner as may screen him from
the most infamous censure which an officer can un-

dergo." " Lack-a-day, sir," said the other, " we
are no officers, but prentices to two London haber-

dashers, travellers for orders ;
Captain is a good

travelling name, and we have dressed ourselves
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like officers to procure more respect upon the
road."

The knight said he was very glad, for the honour
of the service, to find they were impostors, though
they deserved to be chastised for arrogating to

themselves an honourable character which they
had not spirit to sustain.

These words were scarce pronounced, when Mr.
Clarke approaching one of the bravadoes, who had
threatened to crop his ears, bestowed such a bene-
diction on his jaw, as he could not receive without
immediate humiliation ; while Timothy Crabshaw,
smarting from his broken head and his want of
supper, saluted the other with a Yorkshire hug,
that laid him across the body of his companion. In
a word, the two pseudo-officers were very roughly
handled, for their presumption in pretending to act
characters for which they were so ill qualified.

While Clarke and Crabshaw were thus laudably
employed, the two young ladies passed through the
kitchen so suddenly, that the knight had only a
transient glimpse of their backs, and they disap-
peared before he could possibly make a tender of
his services. The truth is, they dreaded nothing so
much as their being discovered, and took the first

opportunity of gliding into the chaise, which had
been for some time waiting in the passage.

Mr. Clarke was much more disconcerted than our
adventurer by their sudden escape. He ran with
great eagerness to the door, and, perceiving they
were flown, returned to Sir Launcelot, saying,
" Lord bless my soul, sir, didn't you see who it

was?" Ha! how!" exclaimed the knight, redden-
ing with alarm, " who was it?" " One of them,"
replied the lawyer, " was Dolly, our old landlady's
daughter at the Black Lion. I knew her when
first she 'lighted, notwithstanding her being neatly
dressed in a green joseph, which, I'll assure you,
sir, becomes her remarkably well.—I'd never desire
to see a prettier creature. As for the other, she's
a very genteel woman, but whether old or young,
ugly or handsome, I can't pretend to say, for she
was masked. I had just time to salute Dolly, and
ask a few questieus ; but all she could tell me was,
that the masked lady's name was Miss Meadows ; and
that she, Dolly, was hired as her waiting-woman."
When the name of Meadows was mentioned, Sir

Launcelot, whose spirits had been in violent com-
motion, became suddenly calm and serene, and he
began to communicate to Clarke the dialogue which
had passed between him and Captain Crowe, when
the hostess, addressing herself to our errant, " Well,"
said she, " I have had the honour to accommodate
many ladies of the first fashion at the White Hart,
both young and old, proud and lowly, ordinary and
handsome ; but such a miracle as Miss Meadows I
never yet did see.—Lord, let me never thrive but I
think she is of something more than a human crea-
ture ! O ! had your honour but set eyes on her,
you would have said it was a vision from heaven, a
cherubim of beauty :—For my part, I can hardly
think it was any thing but a dream - then so meek,
so mild, so good-natured and generous ! I say,
blessed is the young woman who tends upon such a
heavenly creature :—And, poor dear young lady !

she seems to be under grief and affliction, "for the
tears stole down her lovely cheeks, and looked for
all the world like orient pearl."

Sir Launcelot listened attentively to the descrip-
tion, which reminded him of his dear Aurelia, and
sighing bitterly, withdrew to his own apartment.

CHAPTEE XIV.
Which shows that a man cannot always sip, when the Cup is

at his Lip.

Those who have felt the doubts, the jealousies, the
resentments, the humiliations, the hopes, the de-
spair, the impatience, and, in a word, the infinite

disquiets of love, will be able to conceive the sea of
agitation on which our adventurer was tossed all

night long, without repose or intermission. Some-
times he resolved to employ all his industry and
address in discovering the place in which Aurelia
was sequestered, that he might rescue her from the
supposed restraint to which she had been subjected.

But when his heart beat high with the anticipation
of this exploit, he was suddenly invaded, and all his

ardour checked, by the remembrance of that fatal

letter, written and signed by her own hand, which
had divorced him from all hope, and first unsettled
his understanding. The emotions waked by this

remembrance were so strong, that he leaped from
the bed, and the fire being still burning in the chim-
ney, lighted a candle, that he might once more
banquet his spleen by reading the original billet,

which, together with the ring he had received from
Miss Darnley's mother, he kept in a small box,
carefully deposited within his portmanteau. This
being instantly unlocked, he unfolded the paper,
and recited the contents in these words :

—

" Sir,—Obliged as I am by the passion you profess, and
tiie eagerness with which you endeavour to give me the most
convincing proof of your regard, I feel some reluctance in
making you acquainted with a circumstance, which, in all
probability, you will not learn without some di ? quiet Hut
the affair is become so interesting, I am compelled to tell
you, that however agreeable your proposals may have been
to those whom I thought it my duty to please by every rea-
sonable concession, and howsoever you may have been flat-

tered by the seeming complacency with which I have heard
your addresses, I now nnd it absolutely necessary to speak in
a decisive strain, to assure you, that, without sacrificing my
own peace, I cannot admit a continuation of your correspond-
ence; and that your regard for me will be best shown by
your desisting from a pursuit which is altogether inconsist-
ent with the Happiness of " Aurelia Darnell."

Having pronounced aloud the words that com-
posed this dismission, he hastily replaced the cruel
scroll, and being too well acquainted with the hand
to harbour the least doubt of its being genuine,
threw himself into his bed in a transport of"despair,
mingled with resentment, during the predominancy
of winch he determined to proceed in the career of
adventure, and endeavour to forget the unkindness
of his mistress amidst the avocations of knight-
errantry.

Such was the resolution that governed his
thoughts, when he rose in the morning, ordered
Crabshaw to saddle Bronzomarte, and demanded a
bill of his expense. Before these orders could be
executed, the good woman of the house entering
his apartment, told him, with marks of concern,
that the poor young lady, Miss Meadows, had
dropped her pocket-book in the next chamber,
where it was found by the hostess, who now pre-
sented it unopened.
Our knight having called in Mrs. Oakley and

her son as witnesses, unfolded the book without
reading one syllable of the contents, and found in
it five bank-notes, amounting to two hundred and
thirty pounds. Perceiving at once the loss of this
treasure might be attended with the most embar-
rassing consequences to the owner, and reflecting
that this was a case which demanded the immediate
interposition and assistance of chivalry, he declared
that he himself w>uld convey it safely into the hands
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of Miss Meadows ; and desired to know the road she
bad pursued, that he might set out in quest of her
without a moment's delay. It was not without
some difficulty that this information was obtained

from the postboy, who had been enjoined to secrecy
by the lad}-, and even gratified with a handsome
reward for his promised discretion. The same
method was used to make him disgorge his trust

;

he undertook to conduct Sir Launcelot, who hired

a post-chaise for despatch, and immediately de-
parted, after having directed his squire to follow

his track with the hors-s.

Yet, whatever haste he made, it is absolutely

necessary, for the reader's satisfaction, that we
should outstrip the chaise, and visit the ladies

before his arrival. "We shall therefore, without
circumlocution, premise, that Miss Meadows was no
other than that paragon of beauty and goodness,
the all-accomplished Miss Aurelia Darnel. She
had, with that meekness of resignation peculiar to

herself, for some years, submitted to every species

of oppression which her uncle's tyranny of dispo-

sition could plan, and his unlimited power of
guardianship execute, till at length it rose to such a
pitch of despotism as she could not endure. He
had projected a match between his niece and one
Philip Sycamore, Esq. a young man who possessed
a pretty considerable estate in the north country

;

who liked Aurelia's person, but was enamoured of
her ft riune, and had offered to purchase Anthony's
interest and alliance with certain concessions,

which could not but be agreeable to a man of loose

principles, who would have found it a difficult task

to settle the accounts of his wardship.
According to the present estimate of matrimonial

felicity, Sycamore might have found admittance as

a future son-in-law to any private family of the
kingdom. He was by birth a gentleman, tall,

straight, and muscular, with a fair, sleek, unmean-
ing face, that promised more simplicity than ill-

nature. His education had not been neglected, and
he inherited an estate of five thousand a year.

Miss Darnel, however, had penetration enough to

discover and despise him, as a strange composition
of rapacity and profusion, absurdity and good
sense, bashfulness and impudence, self-conceit and
diffidence, awkwardness and ostentation, insolence
and good nature, rashness and timidity. lie was
continually surrounded and preyed upon bv certain
vermin called Led Captains and Buffoons, who
showed him in leading strings like a sucking giant,

rifled his pockets without ceremony, ridiculed him
to his face, traduced his character, and exposed
him in a thousand ludicrous attitudes for the di-

version of the public ; while at the same time he
knew their knavery, saw their drift, detested their
morals, and despised their understanding. He was
so infatuated by indolence of thought, and com-
munication with folly, that he would have rather
suffered himself to be led into a ditch with com-
pany, than be at the pains of going over a bridge
alone ; and involved himself in a thousand diffi-

culties, the natural consequences of an error in the
first concoction, which, though he plainly saw it,

he had not resolution enough to avoid.
Such was the character of Squire Sycamore, who

professed himself the rival of Sir Launcelot Greaves
in the good graces of Miss Aurelia Darnel. He
had in this pursuit persevered with more constancy
and fortitude than he ever exerted in any other in-
stance. Being generally needy from extravagance,

he was stimulated by his wants, and animated by
his vanity, which was artfully instigated by his
followers, who hoped to share the spoils of his suc-
cess. These motives were reinforced by the in-

cessant and eager exhortations of Anthony Darnel,
who seeing his ward in the last year of her
minority, thought there was no time to be lost in
securing his own indemnification, and snatching
his niece for ever from the hopes of Sir Launcelot,
whom he now hated with redoubled animosity.
Finding Aurelia deaf to all his remonstrances,
proof against ill usage, and resolutely averse to the
proposed union with Sycamore, he endeavoured to

detach her thoughts from Sir Launcelot, by forging
tales to the prejudice of his constancy and moral
character; and finally, by recapitulating the proofs
and instances of his distraction, which he particu-

larized with the most malicious exaggerations.
In spite of all his arts, he found it impracticable

to surmount her objections to the purposed alliance,

and therefore changed his battery. Instead of
transferring her to the arms of his friend, he re-
solved to detain her in his own power by a legal

claim, which would invest him with the uncon-
trolled management of her affairs. This was a
charge of lunacy, in consequence of which he
hoped to obtain a commission, to secure a jury to

his wish, and be appointed sole committee of her
person, as well as steward on her estate, of which
he would then be heir apparent.

As the first steps towards the execution of this

honest scheme, he had subjected Aurelia to the
st'perintendency and direction of an old duenna,
who had been formerly the procuress of his plea-

sures ; and hired a new set of servants, who were
given to understand, at their first admission, that

the young lady was disordered in her brain.

An impression of this nature is easily preserved
among servants, when the master of the family
thinks his interest is concerned in supporting the
imposture. The melancholy produced from her
confinement, and the vivacity of her resentment
under ill usage, were, by the address of Anthony,
and the prepossession of his domestics, perverted
into the effects of insanity ; and the same interpre-

tation was strained upon her most indifferent words
and actions.

The tidings of Miss Darnel's disorder were care-

fully circulated in whispers, and soon reached the

ears of Mr. Sycamore, who was not at all pleased

with the information. From his knowledge of
Anthony's disposition, he suspected the truth of the

report ; and, unwilling to see such a prize ravished

as it were from his grasp, he, with the advice and
assistance of his myrmidons, resolved to set the

captive at liberty, in full hope of turning the ad-

venture to his own advantage ; for he argued in

this manner :
—" If she is in fact compos mentis, her

gratitude will operate in my behalf, and even pru-
dence will advise her to embrace the proffered

asylum from the villany of her uncle. If she is

really disordered, it will be no great difficulty to

deceive her into marriage, and then I become her
trustee of course."

The plan was well conceived, but Sycamore had
not discretion enough to keep his own counsel.

From weakness and vanit}', he blabbed the design,

which in a little time was communicatedto Anthony
Darnel, and he took his precautions accordingly.

Being infirm in his own person, and consequently

unfit for opposing the violence of some desperadoes.

>
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-whom he knew to be the satellites of Sycamore, he
prepared a private retreat for his ward at the house
of au old gentleman, the companion of his youth,
whom he had imposed upon with the fiction of her
being disordered in her understanding, and amused
with a story of a dangerous design upon her per-
son. Thus cautioned and instructed, the gentleman
had gone with his own coach and servants to re-
ceive Aurelia and her governante at a third house,
to which she had been privately removed from her
uncle's habitation

; and in this journey it was that
she bad been so accidentally protected from the vio-
lence of the robbers by the interposition and prowess
of our adventurer.

As he did not wear his helmet in that exploit,
she recognized his features as he passed the coach,
and, struck with the apparition, shrieked aloud.
She had been assured by her guardian that his de-
sign was to convey her to her own house ; but per-
ceiving in the sequel that the carriage struck off
upon a different road, and finding herself in the
hands of strangers, she began to dread a much
more disagreeable fate, and conceived doubts and
ideas that filled her tender heart with horror
and affliction. When she expostulated with the
duenna, she was treated like a changeling, admo-
nished to be quiet, and reminded that she was under
the direction of those who would manage her with
a tender regard to her own welfare, and the honour
of her family. When she addressed herself to the
old gentleman, who was not much subject to the
emotions of humanity, and besides firmly persuaded
that she was deprived of her reason, he made no
answer, but laid his finger on his mouth by way of
enjoining silence.

This mysterious behaviour aggravated the fears
of the poor hapless young lady ; and her terrors
waxed so strong, that when she saw Tom Clarke,
whose face sho knew, she called aloud for assist-
ance, and even pronouuced the name of his patron
Sir Launcelot Greaves, which she imagined might
stimulate him the more to attempt something for
her deliverance.

The reader has already been informed in what
manner the endeavours of Tom and his uncle mis-
carried. Miss Darnel's new keeper having in the
course of his journey halted for refreshment at the
Black Lion, of which being landlord, he believed
the good woman and her family were entirely de-
voted to his will and pleasure, Aurelia found an
opportunity of speaking in private to Dollj, who
had a very prepossessing appearance. She conveyed
a purse of money into the hands of this youno-
woman, telling her, while the tears trickled down
her cheeks, that she was a young lady of fortune,
in danger, as she apprehended, of assassination!
This hint, which she communicated in a whisper
while the governante stood at the other end of the
room, was sufficient to interest the compassionate
Dolly in her behalf. As soon as the coach departed,
she made her mother acquainted with the transac-
tion

; and as they naturally concluded that the
young lady expected their assistance, they resolved
to approve themselves worthy of her confidence.

Dolly having enlisted in their design a trusty
countryman, one of her own professed admirers,
they set out together for the house of the gentleman
in which the fair prisoner was confined, and waited
for her in secret at the end of a pleasant park, in
which they naturally concluded she might be in-
dulged with the privilege of taking the air. The
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event justified their conception ; on the very first
day of their watch they saw her approach, accom-
panied by her duenna. Dolly and her attendant
immediately tied their horses to a stake, and retired
into a thicket, which Aurelia did not fail to enter.
Dolly forthwith appeared, and, taking her by the
hand, led her to the horses, one of which she
mounted in the utmost hurry and trepidation, while
the countryman bound the duenna with a cord pre-
pared for the purpose, gagged her mouth, and tied
her to a tree, where he left her to her own medita-
tions. Then he mounted before Dolly, and through
unfrequented paths conducted his charge to an inn
on the post-road, where a chaise was ready for their
reception.

As he refused to proceed farther, lest his absence
from his own home should create suspicion, Aurelia
rewarded him liberally, but would not part with her
faithful Dolly, who indeed had no inclination to be
discharged

; such an affection and attachment had
she already acquired for the amiable fugitive,
though she knew neither her story nor her true
name. Aurelia thought proper to conceal both,
and assumed the fictitious appellation of Meadows,
until she should be better acquainted with the dis-
position and discretion of her new attendant.
The first resolution she could take, in the present

flutter of her spirits, was to make the best of her
way to London, where she thought she might find
an asylum in the house of a female relation, mar-
ried^ to an eminent physician, known by the name
of Kawdle. In the execution of this hasty resolve,
she travelled at a violent rate, from stage to stage,
in a carriage drawn by four horses, without halting
for necessary refreshment or repcse, until she
judged herself out of danger of being overtaken.
As she appeared overwhelmed with grief and con-
sternation, the good-natured Dolly endeavoured to
alleviate her distress with diverting discourse, and,
among other less interesting stories, entertained
her with the adventures of Sir Launcelot and Cap-
tain Crowe, which she had seen and heard recited
while they remained at the Black Lion ; nor did
she fail to introduce Mr. Thomas Clarke in her
narrative, with such a favourable representation of
his person and character, as plainly discovered that
her own heart had received a rude shock from the
irresistible force of his qualifications.
The history of Sir Launcelot Greaves was a

theme which effectually fixed the attention of
Aurelia, distracted as her ideas must have been b>
the circumstances of her present situation. Tile
particulars of his conduct since the correspondence
between him and her had ceased, she heard with
equal concern and astonishment

; for, how far
soever she deemed herself detached from all possi-
bility of future connexion with that young gentle-
man, she was not made of such indifferent stuff as
to learn without emotion the calamitous disorder
of an accomplished youth, whose extraordinary
virtues she could not but revere.
As they had deviated from the post-road, taken

precautions to conceal their route, and made such
progress, that they were now within one day's
journey of London, the careful and affectionate
Dolly, seeing her dear lady quite exhausted with
fatigue, used all her natural rhetoric, which was
very powerful, mingled with tears that flowed from
the heart, in persuading Aurelia to enjoy some
repose; and so far she succeeded in the attempt,
that for one night the toil of travelling was inter-
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mitted. This recess from incredible fatigue was a

pause that afforded our adventurer time to overtake

them before they reached the metropolis, that vast

labyrinth, in which Aurelia might have been for

ever lost to his inquiry.

It was in the afternoon of the day which succeeded

his departure from the White Hart, that Sir

Launcelot arrived at the inn, where Miss Aurelia

Darnel had bespoke a dish of tea, and a post-chaise

for the next stage. He had by inquiry traced her

a considerable way, without ever dreaming who the

person really was' whom he thus pursued, and now
he desired to speak with her attendant. Dolly was

not a little surprised to see Sir Launcelot Greaves,

of whose character she had conceived a very

sublime idea from the narrative of Mr. Thomas
Clarke ; but she was still more surprised when he

gave her to understand that he had charged him-

self with a pocket-book, containing the bank notes

which Miss Meadows had dropped in the house

where they had been threatened with insult. Miss

Darnel had not yet discovered her disaster, when
her attendant, running into the apartment, presented

the prize which she had received from our ad-

venturer, with his compliments to Miss Meadows,
implying a request to be admitted into her presence,

that he might make a personal tender of his best

services.

It is not to be supposed that the amiable Aurelia

heard unmoved such a message from a person,

whom her maid discovered to be the identical Sir

Launcelot Greaves, whose story she had so lately-

related; but as the ensuing scene requires fresh

attention in the reader, we shall defer it till another

opportunity, when his spirits shall be recruited from

the fatigue of this chapter.

CHAPTER XV.
E\hibiting an Interview, which, it is to be hoped, will

interest the Curiosity of the Reader.

The mind of the delicate Aurelia was strangely

agitated by the intelligence which she received

with her pocket-book from Dolly. Confounded as

she was by the nature of her situation, she at once

perceived "that she could not, with any regard to the

dictates of gratitude, refuse complying with the

request of Sir Launcelot ; but, in the first hurry

of her emotion, she directed Dolly to beg, in her

name, that she might be excused for wearing a

mask at the interview which he desired, as she had

particular reasons, which concerned her peace, for

retaining that disguise. Our adventurer submitted

to this preliminary with a good grace, as he had

nothing in view but the injunction of his order, and

the duties of humanity; and he was admitted

without further preamble.

When he entered the room, he could not help

being struck with the presence of Aurelia. Her
stature was improved since he had seen her ; her

shape was exquisitely formed ; and she received

him with an air of dignity, which impressed him

with a very sublime idea of her person and cha-

racter. She was no less affected at the sight of

our adventurer, who, though cased in armour, ap-

peared with his head uncovered ; and the exercise of

travelling had thrown such a glow of health and

vivacity on his features, which were naturally

elegant and expressive, that we will venture to say,

there was not in all England a couple that excelled

this amiable pair in personal beauty and accom-
plishments. Aurelia shone with all the fabled

graces of nymph or goddess ; and to Sir Launcelot
might be applied what the divine poet Ariosto says

of the prince Zerbino :

Natura il fece e poi ruppe la stampa.

" When Nature stamp'd him, she the die destroy'd."

Our adventurer having made his obeisance to

this supposed Miss Meadows, told her, with an air

of pleasantry, that although he thought himself

highlv honoured in being admitted to her presence,

and allowed to pay his respects to her, as superior

beings are adored, unseen ; yet his pleasure would
receive a very considerable addition, if she would
be pleased to withdraw that invidious veil, that he
might have a glimpse of the divinity which it con-

cealed. Aurelia immediately took off her mask,

saying with a faltering accent, "I cannot be so

ungrateful as to deny such a small lavour to a

gentleman who has laid me under the most im-

portant obligations."

The unexpected apparition of Miss Aurelia

Darnel, beaming with all the emanations of ripened

beauty, blushing with all the graces of the most
lovely confusion, could not but produce a violent

effect upon the mind of Sir Launcelot Greaves.

He was, indeed, overwhelmed with a mingled

transport of astonishment, admiration, affection, and

awe. The colour vanished from his cheeks, and he

stood gazing upon her, in silence, with the most

emphatic expression of countenance.

Aurelia was infected by his disorder. She began

to tremble, and the roses fluctuated on her face.

" I cannot forget," said she, " that I owe my life to

the courage and humanity of Sir Launcelot Greaves,

and that he at the same time rescued from the most

dreadful death a dear and venerable parent."

"Would to Heaven she still survived!" cried our

adventurer, with great emotion. " She was the

friend of my youth, the kind patroness of my
felicity! My guardian angel forsook me when she

expired! Her last injunctions are deep engraven

on my heart
!"

While he pronounced these words, she lifted her

handkerchief to her fair eyes, and, after some

pause, proceeded in a tremulous tone, " I hope,

sir—I hope you have—I should be sorry—Pardon

me, sir, I cannot reflect upon such an interesting

subject unmoved—" Here she fetched a deep

sigh, that was accompanied by a flood of tears

;

while the knight continued to bend his eyes upon

her with the utmost eagerness of attention.

Having recollected herself a little, she endea-

voured to shift the conversation :
" You have been

abroad since I had the pleasure to see you—I hope

you were agreeably amused in your travels." " No,

madam," said our hero, drooping his head, I have

been unfortunate." When she, with the most

enchanting sweetness of benevolence, expressed

her concern to hear he had been unhappy, and

her hope that his misfortunes were not past remedy

;

he lifted up his eyes, and fixing them upon her

again, with a look of tender dejection, " Cut off,"

said he, " from the possession of what my soul

held most dear, I wished for death, and was visited

by distraction.—I have been abandoned by my
reason—my youth is for ever blasted."

The tender heart of Aurelia could bear no more

—her knees began to totter, the lustre vanished

from her eyes, and she fainted in the arms of her

attendant. Sir Launcelot, aroused by this circum-

stance, assisted Dolly in seating her mistress on a
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couch, -where she soon recovered, and saw the
knight on his knees before her. "I am still happy,"
said he, " in being able to move your compassion,
though I have been held unworthy of your esteem."
"Do me justice," she replied

; "my best esteem has
been always inseparably connected with the cha-
racter of Sir Launcelot Greaves"—" Is it possible ?"

cried our hero; "then surely I have no reason to

complain. If I have moved your compassion, and
possess your esteem, I am but one degree short
of supreme happiness—that, however, is a gigantic
step.—O Miss Darnel ! when I remember that dear,
that melancholy moment."—So saying he gently
touched her hand, in order to press it to his lips,

and perceived on her finger the very individual
ring which he had presented in her mother's pre-
sence, as an interchanged testimony of plighted
faith. Starting at the well-known object, the sight
of which conjured up a strange confusion of ideas,
" This," said he, " was once the pledge of something
still more cordial than esteem." Aurelia, blushing at

this remark, while her eyes lightened with unusual
vivacity, replied, in a severer tone, "Sir, you
best know how it lost its original significa-

tion." " By heaven ! I do not, Madam ?" ex-
claimed our adventurer. " With me it was ever
held a sacred idea throned within my heart, che-
rished with such fervency of regard, with such
reverence of affection, as the devout anchorite more
unreasonably pays to those sainted reliques that
constitute the object of his adoration."— "And,
like those reliques," answered Miss Darnel, "I
have been insensible of my votary's devotion.
A saint I must have been, or something more, to
know the sentiments of your heart by inspiration."—"Did I forbear," said he, "to express, to repeat,
to enforce the dictates of the purest passion that
ever warmed the human breast, until 1 was denied
access, and formally discarded by that cruel dis-

mission."— " I must beg your pardon, sir," cried
Aurelia, interrupting him hastily, "I know not
what you mean."—" That fatal sentence," said he,
"if not pronounced by your own lips, at least

written by your own fair hand, which drove me
out an exile for ever from the paradise of your
affection."—" I would not," she replied, " do Sir
Launcelot Greaves the injury to suppose him cap-
able of imposition ; but you talk of things to which
I am an utter stranger. I have a right, sir, to de-
mand of your honour, that you will not impute to
me your breaking off a connexion, which—I would—rather wish—had never"—" Htaven and earth !

what do I hear?" cried our impatient knight,
'• have I not the baleful letter to produce ? What
else but Miss Darnel's explicit and express declar-
ation could have destroyed the sweetest hope that
ever cheered my soul ; could have obliged me to
resign all claim to that felicity for which alone I
wished to live ; could have filled my bosom with
unutterable sorrow and despair ; could have even
divested me of reason, and driven me from the
society of men, a poor, forlorn, wandering lunatic,
such as you see me now prostrate at your feet ; all

the blossoms of my youth withered, all the honours
of my family decayed ?"

Aurelia looking wishfully at her lover, "Sir,"
said she, " you overwhelm me with amazement
and anxiety ! you are imposed upon, if you have
received any such letter. You are deceived, if you
thought Aurelia Darnel could be so insensible,
ungrateful, and—inconstant."

|

This last word she pronounced with some hesi-
tation, and a downcast iook, while her face under-
went a total suffusion, and the knight's heart began
to palpitate with all the violence of emotion. He
eagerly imprinted a kiss upon her hand, exclaim-
ing, in interrupted phrase, " Can it be possible ?

—

Heaven grant—Sure this isno illusion !—O Madam !

—shall I call you my Aurelia ? My heart is bursting
with a thousand fond thoughts and presages. You
shall see that dire paper which has been the source
of all my woes—it is the constant companion of
my travels—last night I nourished my chagrin
with the perusal of its horrid contents."

Aurelia expressed great impatience to view the
cruel forgery, for such she assured him it must be.
But he could not gratify her desire, till the arrival
of his servant with the portmanteau. In the mean
time, tea was called. The lovers were seated. He
looked and languished ; she flushed and faltered.
All was doubt and delirium, fondness and flutter.

Their mutual disorder communicated itself to the
kind-hearted sympathizing Dolly, who had been
witness to the interview, and deeply affected at the
disclosure of the scene. Unspeakable was her sur-
prise, when she found her mistress, Miss Meadows,
was no other than the celebrated Aurelia Darnel,
whose eulogium she had heard so eloquently pro-
nounced by her sweetheart, Mr. Thomas Clarke

;

a discovery which still more endeared her lady
to her affection. She had wept plentifully at the
progress of their mutual explanation, and was now
so disconcerted, that she scarce knew the meaning
of the orders she had received. She set the kettle
on the table, and placed the tea-board on the fire.

Her confusion, by attracting the notice of her mis-
tress, helped to relieve her from her own embar-
rassing situation. She, with her own delicate hands,
rectified the mistake of Dolly, who still continued
to sob, and said, " Yau may think, my Leady Dar-
nel, as haw I'aive yeaten hool-cheese ; but it y'an't
soa. 1'se think, vor mai peart, as how I'aive bean
bewitched."

Sir Launcelot could not help smiling at the sim-
plicity of Dolly, whose goodness of heart and. attach-
ment Aurelia did not fail to extol, as soon as her
back was turned. It was in consequence of this
commendation, that, the next time she entered the
room, our adventurer, for the first time, considered
her face, and seemed to be struck with her features.
He asked her some questions, which she could not
answer to his satisfaction

; applauded her regard
for her lady, and assured her of his friendship and
protection. He now begged to know the cause
that obliged his Aurelia to travel at such a rate,
and in such an equipage ; and she informed him of
those particulars which we have already commu-
nicated to our reader.

Sir Launcelot glowed with resentment, when he
understood how his dear Aurelia had been op-
pressed by her perfidious and cruel guardian. He
bit his nether hp, rolled his eyes around, started
from his seat, and striding across the room, "I
remember," said he, " the dying words of her who
now is a saint in heaven ' That violent man,
my brother-in-law, who is Aurelia's sole guardian,
will thwart hei wishes with every obstacle that
brutal resentment and implacable malice can con-
trive.'—What followed, it would ill become me to
repeat. But she concluded with these words—' The
rest we must leave to the dispensations of Provi-
dence.' Was it not Providence that sent me hither,
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to guard and protect the injured Aurelia?" Then
turning to Miss Darnel, whose eyes streamed with

tears, he added, " Yes, divine creature ! Heaven,

careful of your safety, and in compassion to my
sufferings, hath guided me hither, in this mysteri-

ous manner, that I might defend you from violence,

and enjoy this transition from madness to delibe-

ration, from despair to felicity."

So saying, he approached this amiable mourner,

this fragrant flower of beauty, glittering with the

dew-drops of the morning; this sweetest, and

gentlest, loveliest ornament of human nature. He
gazed upon her with looks of love ineffable ; he

sat down by her ; he pressed her soft hand in his

;

he began to fear that all he saw was the flattering

vision of a distempered brain ; he looked and

sighed, and, turning up his eyes to Heaven,

breathed, in broken murmurs, the chaste raptures

of his soul. The tenderness of this communica-

tion was too painful to be long endured. Aurelia

industriously interposed other subjects of discourse,

that his attention might not be dangerously over-

charged, and the afternoon passed insensibly away.

Though he had determined, in his own mind,

never more to quit this idol of his soul, they had

not yet concerted any plan of conduct, when their

happiness was all at once interrupted by a repe-

tition of cries, denoting horror; and a servant

coming in, said he believed some rogues were mur-

dering a traveller on the highway. The supposi-

tion of such distress operated like gunpowder on

the disposition of our adventurer, who, without

considering the situation of Aurelia, and indeed

without seeing, or being capable to think on her or

any other subject for the time being, ran directly

to the stable, and mounting the first horse which he

found saddled, issued out in the twilight, having no

other weapon but his sword. He rode full speed to

the spot whence the cries seemed to proceed ; but

they sounded more remote as he advanced. Never-

theless, he followed them to a considerable distance

from the road, over fields, ditches, and hedges ; and

at last came so near, that he could plainly distin-

guish the voice of his own squire, Timothy Crab-

shaw, bellowing for mercy, with hideous vocifera-

tion. Stimulated by this recognition, he redoubled

his career in the dark, till at length his horse

plunged into a hole, the nature of which he could

not comprehend ; but he found it impracticable to

disengage him. It was with some difficulty that

he himself clambered over a ruined wall, and re-

gained the open ground. Here he groped about,

in the utmost impatience of anxiety, ignorant of

the place, mad with vexation for the fate of his

unfortunate squire, and between whiles invaded

with a pang of concern for Aurelia, left among
strangers, unguarded, and alarmed. In the midst

of this emotion, he bethought himself of hallooing

aloud, that, in case he should be in the neighbour-

hood of any inhabited place, he might be heard and

assisted. He accordingly practised this expedient,

which was not altogether without effect ; for he

was immediately answered by an old friend, no

other than his own steed Bronzomarte, who, hear-

ing his master's voice, neighed strenuously
_
at a

small distance. The knight, being well acquainted

with the sound, heard it with astonishment, and,

advancing in the right direction, found his noble

charger fastened to a tree. He forthwith untied

and mounted him ; then, laying the reins upon his

neck, allowed him to choose his own path, in which

he began to travel with equal steadiness and expe-

dition. They had not proceeded far, when the

knight's ears were again saluted by the cries of

Crabshaw ; which Bronzomarte no sooner heard,

than he pricked up his ears, neighed, and quick-

ened his pace, as if he had been sensible of the

squire's distress, and hastened to his relief. Sir

Launcelot, notwithstanding his own disquiet, could

not help observing and admiring this generous
sensibility of his horse. He began to think himself

some hero of romance, mounted upon a winged
steed, inspired with reason, directed by some hu-

mane enchanter, who pitied virtue in distress. All

circumstances considered, it is no wonder that the

commotion in the mind of our adventurer produced

some such delirium. All night he continued the

chase ; the voice, which was repeated at intervals,

still retreating before him, till the morning began
to appear in the east, when, by divers piteous

groans, he was directed to the corner of a wood,

where he beheld his miserable squire stretched

upon the grass, and Gilbert feeding by him alto-

gether unconcerned, the helmet and the lance sus-

pended at the saddle-bow, and the portmanteau

safely fixed upon the crupper.

The knight, riding up to Crabshaw, with equal

surprise and concern, asked what had brought him
there? and Timothy, after some pause, during

which he surveyed his master with a rueful aspect,

answered, " The devil." " One would imagine,

indeed, vou had some such conveyance," said Sir

Launcelot. " I have followed your cries since last

evening, I know not how nor whither, and never

could come up with you till this moment. But,

say, what damage have you sustained, that you lie

in that wretched posture, and groan so dismally?"
" I can't guess," replied the squire, " if it bean't

that mai hoole carcase is drilled into oilet hools.

and my flesh pinched into a jelly."— " How

!

wherefore '." cried the knight ;
" who were the

miscreants that treated you in such a barbarous

manner? Do you know the ruffians ?" "I know
rothing at all," answered the peevish squire, " but

that I was tormented by vive houndred and vifty

thousand legions of devils, and there's an end

oon't." "Well, you must have a little patience,

Crabshaw—there's a salve for every sore."
—

" Yaw
mought as well tell ma, for every zow there's a

zirreverence." " For a man in your condition,

methinks yoit talk very much at your ease—try if

you can get up and mount Gilbert, that you may
be conveyed to some place where you can have

proper assistance.—So—well done— cheerly !"

Timothy actually made an effort to rise, but fell

down again, and uttered a dismal yell. Then his

master exhorted him to take advantage of a park

wall, by which he lay, and raise himself gradually

upon it. Crabshaw, eyeing him askance, said, by

way of reproach, for his not alighting and assisting

him in person, " Thatch your house with t—d, and

you'll have more teachers than reachers."—Having

pronounced this inelegant adage, he made shift to

stand upon his legs ; and now, the knight lending a

hand, was mounted upon Gilbert, though not with-

out a world of ohs ! and ahs ! and other ejaculations

of pain and impatience.

As they jogged on together, our adventurer

endeavoured'to learn the particulars of the disaster

which had befallen the squire ; but all the informa-

tion he could obtain, amounted to a very imperfect

sketch of the adventure. By dint of a thousand
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Interrogations, he understood, that Crabshaw had
been, in the preceding evening, encountered by
three persons on horseback, with Venetian masks
on their faces, which he mistook for their natural
features, and was terrified according^'. That they
not only presented pistols to his breast, and led his
horse out of the highway ; but pricked him with
goads, and pinched him, from time to time, till he
screamed with the torture. That he was led through
unfrequented places across the country, sometimes
at an easy trot, sometimes at full gallop, and tor-
mented all night by those hideous demons, who
vanished at day-break, and left him lying on the
spot where he was found by his master.

This was a mystery which our hero could by no
means unriddle. It was the more unaccountable,
as the squire had not been robbed of his money]
horses, and baggage. He was even disposed to be-
lieve that Crabshaw's brain was disordered, and
the whole account he had given no more than a
mere chimera. This opinion, however, he could
no longer retain, when he arrived at an inn on
the post-road, and found, upon examination, that
Timothy's lower extremities were covered with
blood, and all the rest of his body speckled with
livid marks of contusion. But he was still more
chagrined when the landlord informed him, that he
was thirty miles distant from the place where he
had left Aurelia, and that his way lay through
cross-roads, which were almost impassable at that
season of the year. Alarmed at this intelligence,
he gave directions that his squire should be imme-
diately conveyed to bed in a comfortable chamber,
as he complained more and more

; and, indeed, was
seized with a fever, occasioned by the fatigue, the
pain, and terror he had undergone. A neighbour-
ing apothecary being called, and giving it as his
opinion that he could not for some days be in a
condition to travel, his master deposited a sum of
money in his hands, desiring he might be properly
attended till he should hear further. Then mounting
Bronzomarte, he set out with a guide for the place he
had left, not without a thousand fears and perplexi-
ties, arising from the reflection of having left the
jewel of his heart with such precipitation.

CHAPTER XVI.
Which, it is to be hoped, the Reader will find an agreeable

medley of Mirth and Madness, Sense and Absurdity.

It was not without reason that our adventurer
afflicted himself; his fears were but too prophetic.
"When he alighted at the inn, which he had left so
abruptly the preceding evening, he ran directly to
the apartment where he had been so happy in
Aurelia's company ; but her he saw not—all was
solitary. Turning to the woman of the house, who
had followed him into the room, "Where is the
lady?" cried he, in a tone of impatience. Mine
hostess screwing up her features into a very demure
aspect, said she saw so many ladies she could not
pretend to know who he meant. "I tell thee,
woman," exclaimed the knight, in a louder accent]
"thou never sawest such another—I mean that
miracle of beauty—" " Very like," replied the
dame, as she retired to the room door. " Husband,
here's one as axes concerning a miracle of beauty
hi, hi, hi. Can you give him any information
about this miracle of beauty? O la! hi, hi, hi."
Instead of answering this question, the innkeeper
advancing, and surveying Sir Launcelot, " Friend,"
said he, " you are the person that carried off my
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horse out of the stable." " Tell me not of a horse-
where is the young lady?" " Now, I will tell you of
the horse, and I'll make you find him too before
you and I part." " Wretched animal ! how dar'st
thou dally with my impatience ? Speak, or despair
—what is become of Miss Meadows? Say, did
she leave this place of her own accord, or was she—hah

!
speak—answer, or by the powers above "

|'ril answer you flat—she you call Miss Meadows
is m very good hands—so you may make yourself
easy on that score " " Sacred Heaven ! explain your
meaning, miscreant, or I'll make you a dreadful
example to all the insolent publicans of the realm "

So saying, he seized him with one hand and dashed
him on the floor, set one foot on his belly, and
kept him trembling in that prostrate attitude

'

The
ostler and waiter flying to the assistance of their
master, our adventurer unsheathed his sword, de-
claring he would dismiss their souls from their
bodies, and exterminate the whole family from the
face of the earth, if they would not immediately
give him the satisfaction he required.
The hostess being by this time terrified almost

out of her senses, fell on her knees before him
begging he would spare their lives, and promising
to declare the whole truth. He would not, however
remove his feet from the body of her husband until
she told him, that in less than half an hour after he
had sallied out upon the supposed robbers two
chaises arrived, each drawn by four horses

; that two
men, armed with pistols, alighted from one of them
laid violent hands upon the young lady

; and not-
withstanding her struggling and shrieking, forced
her into the other carriage, in which was an infirm
gentleman, who called himself her guardian

; that
the maid was left to the care of a third servant to
follow with a third chaise, which was got ready
with all possible despatch, while the other two pro-
ceeded at full speed on the road to London. It was
by this communicative lacquey the people of the
house were informed that the old gentleman his
master was Squire Darnel, the young lady his niece
and ward, and our adventurer a needy sharper who
wanted to make a prey of her fortune.
The knight, fired even almost to frenzy by this

intimation, spurned the carcase of his host ;" and
his eye gleaming terror, rushed into the yard in'
order to mount Bronzomarte and pursue theravisher
when he was diverted from his purpose by a new
incident.

One of the postillions, who had driven the chaise
in which Dolly was conveyed, happened to arrive
at that instant

; when, seeing our hero, he ran up to
him cap m hand, and, presenting a letter, accosted
him m these words: " Please your noble honour if
your honour be Sir Launcelot Greaves of the West
Riding, here's a letter from a gentlewoman, that I
promised to deliver into your honour's own hands "

lie knight, snatching the letter with the utmost
avidity, broke it up, and found the contents couchedm these terms

:

•> Honoured Sir -The man az gi'en me leave to lat yawknaw my dear leady is going to Loondon w.th her unkleSquare Darnel Be not conzarned, honoured sir, vo- F etake it on mat laife to let yaw knaw wheare we be zettied "ifzobe I can vind where you loadge in Loondon. Tbema z ,'vi

win TV"' ?
iD Se p00b " C pri " :s

-
1 houp the ba ehei?will be honest enuff to deliver this scrowl

; and that vourhonour wilt pardon « Your umbil servant to command"
ii po nu , , . ,

" Dorothy Cowslip.

n^r my kalnd samce t0 laayer cl«ke. Squire

« m TO?
13 V6ry C1V "/,°r Sanain; bUt raVe D ° 'hough"on him I 11 assure yaw. Marry hap, worse ware may have abetter chap, as the zaying goes." ' iu 1

U U
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Nothing could be more seasonable than the de-

livery of this billet, -which he had no sooner perused

than his reflection returned, and he entered into a

serious deliberation with his own heart. He con-

sidered that Aurelia was by this time far beyond a

possibility of being overtaken, and that by a pre-

cipitate pursuit he should only expose his own
infirmities. He confided in the attachment of his

mistress, and in the fidelity of her maid, who would

find opportunities of communicating her sentiments

by means of this lacquey, of whom he perceived

by the letter she had already made a conquest. He
therefore resolved to bridle his impatience, to pro-

ceed leisurely to London, and, instead of taking

any rash step which might induce Anthony Darnel

to remove his niece from that city, remain in

seeming quiet until she should be settled, and her

guardian returned to the country. Aurelia had
mentioned to him the name of Doctor Kawdle, and
from him he expected in due time to receive the

most interesting information.

These reflections had an instantaneous effect

upon our hero, whose rage immediately subsided,

and whose visage gradually resumed its natural

cast of courtesy and good humour. He forthwith

gratified the postillion with stich a remuneration as

sent him dancing into the kitchen, where he did

not fail to extol the generosity and immense fortune

of Sir Launcelot Greaves.

Our adventurer's next step was to see Bronzo-

marte properly accommodated ; then he ordered a

refreshment for himself, and retired into an apart-

ment, where mine host with his wife and all the

servants waited on him to beseech his honour to

forgive their impertinence, which was owing to

their ignorance of his honour's quality, and the

false information they had received from the gen-

tleman's servant. He had too much magnanimity
to retain the least resentment against such incon-

siderable objects. He not only pardoned them
without hesiration, but assured the landlord he

would be accountable for the horse, which, how-
ever, was that same evening brought home by a

country man, who had found him pounded as it

were within the walls of a ruined cottage. As the

knight had been greatly fatigued without enjoying

any rest for eight-and-forty hours, he resolved to

indulge himself with one night's repose, and then

return to the place where he had left his squire in-

disposed ; for by this time even his concern for

Timothy had recurred.

On a candid scrutiny of his own heart, he found

himself much less unhappy than he had been before

his interview with Aurelia
;
for, instead of being

as formerly tormented with the pangs of despairing

love, which had actually unsettled his understanding,

he was now happily convinced that he had inspired

the tender breast of Aurelia with mutual affection ;

and though she was invidiously snatched from his

embrace in the midst of such endearments as had
wound up his soul to ecstasy and transport, he did

not doubt of being able to rescue her from the

power of an inhuman kinsman, whose guardianship

would soon of course expire ; and in the mean
time he rested with the most perfect dependence on
her constancy and virtue.

As he next day crossed the country, ruminating
on the disaster that had befallen his squire, and
could now compare circumstances coolly, he easily

comprehended the whole scheme of that adventure,
which was no other than an artifice of Anthony

Darnel and his emissaries to draw him from the

inn, where he proposed to execute his design upon
the innocent Aurelia. He took it for granted that

the uncle, having been made acquainted with his

niece's elopement, had followed her track by the

help of such information as he received, from one

stage to another ; and that, receiving more par-

ticulars at the White Hart touching Sir Launcelot,

he had formed the scheme in which Crabshaw was
an involuntary instrument towards the seduction of

his master.

Amusing himself with these and other cogita-

tions, our hero in the afternoon reached the place

of his destination, and entering the inn where
Timothy had been left at sick quarters, chanced to

meet the apothecary retiring precipitately in a very

unsavoury pickle from the chamber of his patient.

When he inquired about the health of his squire,

this retainer to medicine, wiping himself all the

while with a napkin, answered in manifest con-

fusion, that he apprehended him to be in a very

dangerous way from an inflammation of thepia mater,

which had produced a most furious delirium. Then
he proceeded to explain, in technical terms, the

method of cure he had followed ; and concluded

with telling him the poor squire's brain was so

outrageously disordered, that he had rejected all

administration, and just thrown an urinal in his face.

The knight's humanity being alarmed at this in-

telligence, he resolved that Crabshaw should have

the benefit of further advice, and asked if there

was not a physician in the place ? The apothecary,

after some interjections of hesitation, owned there

was a doctor in the village, an odd sort of a

humourist ; but he believed he had not much to do

in the way of his profession, and was not much
used to the forms of prescription. He was counted

a scholar, to be sure, but as to his medical capacity

— he would not take upon him to say. " No
matter," cried Sir Launcelot, " he may strike out

some lucky thought for the benefit of the patient,

and I desire you will call him instantly."

While the apothecary was absent on this service,

our adventurer took it in his head to question the

landlord about the character of this physician,

which had been so unfavourably represented, and

received the following information :

—

"Eor my peart, measter, I knows nothing amiss

of the doctor—he's a quiet sort of an inoffensive

man ; uses my house sometimes, and pays for what

he has, like the rest of my customers. They says

he deals very little in physic stuff, but cures his

patients with fasting and water-gruel, whereby he

can't expect the 'pothecary to be his friend. You
knows, master, one must live, and let live, as the

saying is. I must say, he, for the value of three

guineas, set up my wife's constitution in such a

manner, that I have saved within these two years,

I believe, forty pounds in 'pothecary's bills. But

what of that ? Every man must eat, thof at another's

expense ; and I should be in a deadly hole myself,

if all my customers should take it in their heads to

drink nothing but water-gruel, because it is good

for the constitution. Thank God, I have as good

a constitution as e'er a man in England, but for

all that, I and my whole family bleed and purge,

and take a diet-drink twice a year, by way of

serving the 'pochecary, who is a very honest man,

and a very good neighbour."

Their conversation was interrupied by the return

of the apothecary with the doctor, who had very
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little of the faculty in his appearance. He -was
dressed remarkably plain ; seemed to be turned of
fifty

; had a careless air, and a sarcastical turn in
his countenance. Before he entered the sick man's
chamber, he asked some questions concerning the
disease; and when the apothecary, pointing to his
own head, said, " It lies all here," the doctor, turn-
ing to Sir Launcelot, replied, " If that be all there's
nothing in it."

Upon a more particular inquiry about the symp-
toms, he was told that the blood was seemingly
viscous, and salt upon the tongue ; the urine re-
markably acrosaline

; and the faeces atrabilious and
foetid. When the doctor said he would engage to
find the same phenomena in every healthy man of
the three kingdoms, the apothecary added, that the
patient was manifestly comatous, and moreover
afflicted with griping pains and borborygmata.
", A f—t for your borborygmata," cried the physi-
cian

; "what has been done?" To this question,
he replied, that venesection had been three times
performed; that a vesicatory had been applied
inter scapulas; that the patient had taken oc-
casionally of a cathartic apozem, and between
whiles, alexipharmic boluses and neutral draughts.—

" Neutral, indeed," said the doctor ;
" so neutral,

that I'll be crucified if ever they declare either for
the patient or the disease." So saying, he brushed
into Crabshaw's chamber, followed by our adven-
turer, who was almost suffocated at his first en-
trance. The day was close ; the window-shutters
were fastened ; a huge fire blazed in the chimney

;

thick harateen curtains were close drawn round the
bed, where the wretched squire lay extended under
an enormous load of blankets. The nurse, who had
all the exteriors of a bawd given to drink, sat stew-
ing in this apartment like a damned soul in some
infernal bagnio ; but rising when the company en-
tered, made her curtsies with great decorum.

—

" Well," said the doctor, " how does your patient,
nurse ?—" Blessed be God for it, I hope in a fair
way. To be sure his apozem has had a blessed
effect—five and twenty stools since three o'clock
in the morning. But then, a'would not suffer the
blisters to be put upon his thighs. Good lack

!

a'has been mortally obstropolous, and out of his
senses all this blessed day."—" You lie," cried the
squire, " I an't out of my seven senses, thof I'm half
mad with vexation."

The doctor having withdrawn the curtain, the
hapless squire appeared very pale and ghastly ; and
having surveyed his master with a rueful aspect,
addressed him in these words :

—" Sir Knight, I
beg a boon. Be pleased to tie a stone about the
neck of the apothecary, and a halter about the
neck of the nurse, and throw the one into the next
river, and the other over the next tree, and in so
doing, you will do a charitable deed to your fellow-
creatures

; for he and she do the devil's work in
partnership, and have sent many a score of their
betters home to him before their time."—" Oh, he
begins to talk sensibly."—" Have a good heart,"
said the physician.—" What is your disorder ?"

—

" Physic."—" What do you chiefly complain of?"
—-"The doctor."—"Does your head ache?"—"Yea,
with impertinence."—" Have you a pain in your
back ?"—" Yes, where the blister lies."—" Are you
sick at stomach?"—"Yes, with hunger."—"Do
you feel any shiverings ?"—" Always at sight of
the apothecary ?"—" Do you perceive any load in
your bowels ?"—" I would the apothecary's con-
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science was as clear."—" Are you thirsty ?"—" Not
thirsty enough to drink barley-water."—" Be
pleased to look into his fauces," said the apothe-
cary

;
" he has got a rough tongue, and a very foul

mouth, I'll assure you."—" I have known that the
case with some limbs of the faculty, where they
stood more in need of correction than of physic.
Well, my honest friend, since you have already
undergone the proper purgations in due form, and
say you have no other disease than the doctor, we
will set you on your legs again without further
question. Here, nurse, open that window, and
throw these phials into the street. Now lower the
curtain, without shutting the easement, that the
man may not he stifled in his own steam. In the
next place, take off two-thirds of these coals, and
one-third of these blankets.—How dost feel now,
my heart?"—"I should feel heart-whole, if so be
as yow would throw the noorse a'ter the bottles,
and the 'pothecary a'ter the noorse, and oorder me
a pound of chops for my dinner, for I be so hoongry,
I could eat a horse behind the saddle."

_

The apothecary, seeing what passed, retired of
his own accord, holding up his hands in sign of
astonishment. The nurse was dismissed in the
same breath. Crabshaw rose, dressed himself with-
out assistance, and made a hearty meal on the first
eatable that presented itself to view. The knight
passed the evening with the physician, who, from
his first appearance, concluded he was mad

; but,
in the course of the conversation, found means to
resign that opinion without adopting any other in
lieu of it, and parted with him under all the impati-
ence of curiosity. The knight, on his part, was very
well entertained with the witty sarcasms and erudi-
tion ofthe doctor, who appeared to be a sort of cynic
philosopher, tinctured with misanthropy, and at
open war with the whole body of apothecaries, whom
however it was by no means his interest to disoblige.

Next day, Crabshaw, being to all appearance
perfectly recovered, our adventurer reckoned with
the apothecary, paid the landlord, and set out on his
return for the London road, resolving to lay aside
his armour at some distance from the metropolis

;

for, ever since his interview with Aurelia, his fond-
ness for chivalry had been gradually abating. As
the torrent of his despair had disordered the cur-
rent of his sober reflection, so now, as that despair
subsided, his thoughts began to flow deliberately
m their ancient channel. All day long he regaled
his imagination with plans of connubial happiness,
formed on the possession of the incomparable Au-
relia; determined to wait with patience, until the
law should supersede the authority of her guardian,
rather than adopt any violent expedient which
might hazard the interest of his passion.
He had for some time travelled in the turnpike

road, when his reverie was suddenly interrupted by
a confused noise ; and when he lifted up his eyes
he beheld at a little distance a rabble of men and
women, variously armed with flails, pitchforks,
poles, and muskets, acting offensively against a
strange figure on horseback, who, with a kind of
lance, laid about him with incredible fury. Our
adventurer was not so totally abandoned by the
spirit of chivalry, to see without emotion a single
knight in danger of being overpowered by such a
multitude of adversaries. Without staying to put
on his helmet, he ordered Crabshaw to follow him
in the charge against those plebeians. Then couch-
ing his lance, and giving Bronzomarte the spur, he

U V 2
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began his career -with such impetuosity as over-

turned all that happened to he in his way ; and in-

timidated the rabble to such a degree, that they
retired before him like a flock of sheep, the greater

part of them believing he was the devil in propria

persona. He came in the very nick of time to save
the life of the other errant, against whom three

loaded muskets were actually levelled, at the very
instant that our adventurer began his charge. The
unknown knight was so sensible of the seasonable

interposition, that, riding up to our hero, "Bro-
ther," said he, " this is the second time you have
holp me off, when I was bump ashore.—Bess Miz-
zen, I must say, is no more than a leaky bum-boat,
in comparison of the glorious galley you want to

man. I desire that henceforth we may cruise in

the same latitudes, brother ; and I'll be d—ned if

I don't stand by you as long as I have a stick stand-

ing, or can carry a rag of canvass."

By this address our knight recognised the novice

Captain Crowe, who had found means to accom-
modate himself with a very strange suit of armour.
By way of helmet, he wore one of the caps used by
the light horse, with straps buckled under his chin,

and contrived in such a manner as to conceal his

whole visage, except the eyes. Instead of cuirass,

mail, greaves, and other pieces of complete armour,
he was cased in a postillion's leathern jerkin, covered
with thin plates of tinned iron. His buckler was a
pot-lid, his lance a hop-pole shod with iron, and a

basket-hilt broad sword, like that of Hudibras, de-

pended by a broad buff belt, that girded his middle.

His feet were defended by jack-boots, and his hands
by the gloves of a trooper. Sir Launcelot would
not lose time in examining particulars, as he per-

ceived some mischief had been done, and that the

enemy had rallied at a distance ; he therefore com-
manded Crowe to follow him, and rode off with

great expedition ; but he did not perceive his squire

was taken prisoner ; nor did the captain recollect

that his nephew, Tom Clarke, had been disabled

and secured in the beginning of the fray. The truth

is, the poor captain had been so belaboured about
the pate, that it was a wonder he remembered his

own name.

CHAPTER XVH.
Containing Adventures of Chivalry equally new and

surprising.

The knight Sir Launcelot, and the novice Crowe,
retreated with equal order and expedition to the

distance of half a league from the field of battle,

where the former, halting, proposed to make a

lodgment in a very decent house of entertainment,

distinguished by the sign of St. George of Cappa-
docia encountering the dragon, an achievement in

which temporal and spiritual chivalry were happily

reconciled. Two such figures alighting at the inn

gate did not pass through the yard unnoticed and
unadmired by the guests and attendants, some of
whom fairly took to their heels on the supposition

that these outlandish creatures were the avant

couriers or heralds of a French invasion. The
fears -and doubts, however, of those who ventured
to stay were soon dispelled, when our hero accosted

them in the English tongue, and with the most
courteous demeanour desired to be shown into an
apartment.
Had Captain Crowe been spokesman, perhaps

their suspicions would not have so quickly subsided,

for he was, in reality, a very extraordinary novice,
not only in chivalry, but also in his external ap-
pearance, and particularly in those dialects of the
English language which are used by the terrestrial
animals of this kingdom. He desired the ostler to
take his horse in tow, and bring him to his moorings
in a safe riding. He ordered the waiter, who
showed them into a parlour, to bear a hand, ship
his oars, mind his helm, and bring alongside a short
allowance of brandy or grog, that he might cant a
slug into his bread-room, for there was such a
heaving and pitching, that he believed he should
shift his ballast. The fellow understood no part of
this address but the word brandy, at mention of
which he disappeared. Then Crowe, throwing
himself into an elbow chair, " Stop my hawse
holes," cried he, "I can't think what's the matter,

brother; hut, egad, my head sings and simmers
like a pot of chowder. My eyesight yaws to and
again, d'ye see ; then there's such a walloping and
whushing in my hold—smite me—Lord have mercy
upon us. Here, you swab, ne'er mind the glass,

hand me the noggin."

The latter part of this address was directed to

the waiter, who had returned with a quartern of
brandy, which Crowe snatching eagerly, started

into his bread-room at one cant. Indeed there was
no time to be lost, inasmuch as he seemed to be on
the verge of fainting away when he swallowed this

cordial, by which he was instantaneously revived.

He then desired the servant to unbuckle the

straps of his helmet, but this was a task which the

drawer could not perform, even though assisted

with the good offices of Sir Launcelot, for the head
and jaws were so much swelled with the discipline

they had undergone, that the straps and buckles lay

buried, as it were, in pits formed by the tumefaction

of the adjacent parts.

Fortunately for the novice, a neighbouring sur-

geon passed by the door on horseback, a circum-
stance which the waiter, who saw him from the

window, no sooner disclosed, than the knight had
recourse to his assistance. This practitioner having
viewed the whole figure, and more particularly the

head of Crowe, in silent wonder, proceeded to feel

his pulse, and then declared, that as the inflamma-
tion was very great, and going on with violence to

its acme, it would be necessary to begin with copious

phlebotomy, and then to empty the intestinal canal.

So saying, he began to strip the arm of the captain,

who perceiving his aim, " Avast, brother," cried he,

" you go the wrong way to work
; you may as we'd

rummage the afterhold when the damage is in the

forecastle ; I shall right again when my jaws are

unhoopecL"
With these words he drew a clasp knife from his

pocket, and advancing to a glass, applied it so

vigorously to the leathern straps of his headpiece,

that the Gordian knot was cut, without any other

damage to his face than a moderate scarification,

which, added to the tumefaction of features natu-

rally strong, and a whole week's growth of a very

bushy beard, produced on the whole a most hideous

caricatura. After all, there was a necessity for the

administration of the surgeon, who found divers

contusions on different parts of the skull, which

even the tin cap had not been able to protect from

the weapons of the rustics.

These being shaved and dressed secundum artem,

and the operator dismissed with a proper acknow-

ledgment, our knight detached one of the post-buys



SIK LAUNCELOT GREAVES.
to the field of action for intelligence concerning
Mr. Clarke and squire Timothy, and, in the interim,
desired to know the particulars of Crowe's adven-
tures since he parted from him at the White Hart.A connected relation, in plain English, was what
he had little reason to expect from the novice, who
nevertheless exerted his faculties to the uttermost
for his satisfaction. He gave him to understand,
that in steering his course to Birmingham, where
he thought of fitting himself with tackle, he had
fallen in, by accident, at a public-house, with an
itinerant tinker, in the very act of mending a
kettle

; that, seeing him do his business like an able
workman, he had applied to him for advice, and
the tinker, after having considered the subject, had
undertaken to make him such a suit of armour as
neither sword nor lance should penetrate ; that they
adjourned to the next town, where the leather coat,
the plates of tinned iron, the lance, and the broad-
sword, were purchased, together with a copper
saucepan, which the artist was now at work upon
in converting it to a shield

; but in the meantime,
the captain, being impatient to begin his career of
chivalry, had accommodated himself with a pot lid,
and taken to the highway, notwithstanding all the
entreaties, tears, and remonstrances of his nephew
Tom Clarke, who could not however he prevailed
upon to leave him in the dangerous voyage he had
undertaken

; that this being but the second day of
his journey, he descried five or six men on horse-
back bearing up full in his teeth, upon which he
threw his sails aback, and prepared for action ; that
he hailed them at a considerable distance, and bade
them bring to

; when they came alongside, notwith-
standing his hail, he ordered them to clew up their
courses, and furl their topsails, otherwise he would
be foul of their quarters

; that, hearing this salute
they luffed all at once, till their cloth shook in the
wind

;
then he hallooed in a loud voice, that his

sweetheart, Besselia Mizzen, wore the broad pendant
of beauty, to which they must strike their topsails on
pam of being sent to the bottom

; that, after having
eyed him for some time with astonishment, they
clapped on all their sails, some of them running
under his stern, and others athwart his forefoot
and got clear off; that, not satisfied with running
a-head, they all of a sudden tacked about, and one
of them boarding him on the lee-quarter, gave him
such a drubbing about his upper works, that the
lights danced in his lanterns ; that he returned the
salute with his hop-pole so effectually that his ag-
gressor broached to in the twinkling of a handspike,
and then he was engaged with all the rest of the
enemy, except one, who sheered off, and soon re-
turned with a mosqueto fleet of small craft, who
had done him considerable damage, and, in all
probability, would have made prize of him, hadn't
he been brought off by the knight's gallantry. He
said, that in the beginning of the conflict Tom
Uarke rode up to the foremost of the enemy, as he
did suppose in order to prevent hostilities, but be-
fore he got up to him near enough to hold discourse
he was pooped with a sea that almost sent him to
the bottom, and then towed off he knew not
whither.

Crowe had scarce finished his narration, which
consisted of broken hints, and unconnected explo-
sions ot sea terms, when a gentleman of the neigh-
bourhood, who acted in the commission of the
peace arrived at the gate, attended by a constable,
who had m custody the bodies of Thomas Clarke
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and Timothy Crabshaw, surrounded by five men
on horseback, and an innumerable posse of men,
women, and children, on foot. The captain, who
always kept a good look-out, no sooner descried
this cavalcade and procession, than he gave notice
to Sir Launcelot, and advised that they should
crowd away with all the cloth they could carry.
Our adventurer was of another opinion, and deter-
mined, at any rate, to procure the enlargement of
the prisoners.

The justice, ordering his attendants to stay with-
out the gate, sent his compliments to Sir Launcelot
Greaves, and desired to speak with him for a few
minutes. He was immediately admitted, and could
not help staring at sight of Crowe, who, by this
time, had no remains of the human physiognomy,
so much was the swelling increased, and the skin
discoloured. The gentleman, whose name was Mr.
Elmy, having made a polite apology for the liberty
he had taken, proceeded to unfold his business. He
said, information had been lodged with him, as a
justice of the peace, against two armed men on
horseback, who had stopped five farmers on the
king's highway, put them iu fear and danger of their
lives, and even assaulted, maimed, and wounded
divers persons, contrary to the king's peace, and in
violation of the statute

; that, by the description
he supposed the knight and his companion to be
the persons against whom the complaint had been
lodged

; and understanding his quality from Mr.
Clarke, whom he had known in London, he was
come to wait upon him, and if possible, effect an
accommodation.
Our adventurer having thanked him for the polite

and obliging manner in which he proceeded, frankly
told him the whole story, as it had been just related
by the captain ; and Mr. Elmy had no reason to
doubt the truth of the narrative, as it confirmed
every circumstance which Clarke had before re-
ported. Indeed, Tom had been very communicative
to this gentleman, and made him acquainted with
the whole history of Sir Launcelot Greaves, as well
as with the whimsical resolution of his uncle.
Captain Crowe. Mr. Elmy now told the knight'
that the persons whom the captain had stopped]
were farmers, returning from a neighbouring mar-
ket, a set of people naturally boorish, and at that
time elevated with ale to an uncommon pitch of
insolence

: that one of them, in particular, called
I rickle, was the most quarrelsome fellow in the
whole county

; and so litigious, that he had main-
tained above thirty law-suits, in eight-and-twenty
of which he had been condemned in costs. He
said the others might be easily influenced in the
way of admonition

; but there was no way of deal
ingwith Prickle, except by the form and authority
of the_ law. He therefore proposed to hear evi-
dence in a judicial capacity, and his clerk bein°-m attendance, the court was immediately opened in
the knight's apartment.
By this time Mr. Clarke had made such good use

of his time in explaining the law to his audience,
and displaying the great wealth and unbounded
liberality of Sir Launcelot Greaves, that he had
actually brought over to his sentiments the constable
and the commonalty, tag, rag, and bob-tail, and even
staggered the majority of the farmers, who, at first
had breathed nothing but defiance and revenge
Farmer Stake being first called to the bar, andsworn touching the identity of Sir Launcelot Greaves
and Captain Crowe, declared, that the said Crow-
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had stopped him on the king's highway, and put

him in bodily fear : that he afterwards saw the said

Crewe with a pole or weapon, value three-pence,

breaking the king's peace, by committing assault

and battery against the heads and shoulders of his

majesty's liege subjects, Geoffrey Prickle, Hodge

Dolt. Richard Bumpkin, Mary Fang, Catherine

Rubble, and Margery Litter ; and that he saw Sir

Launcelot Greaves, Baronet, aiding, assisting, and

comforting the said Crowe, contrary to the king's

peace, and against the form of the statute.

Being asked if the defendant, when he stopped

them, demanded their money, or threatened violence,

he answered he could not say, inasmuch as the

defendant spoke in an unknown language. Being

interrogated if the defendant did not allow them to

pass without using any violence, and if they did

not pass unmolested ; the deponent replied in the

affirmative. Being required to tell for what reason

they returned, and if the defendant Crowe was not

assaulted before he began to use his weapon, the

deponent made no answer. The depositions of

farmer Bumpkin and Muggins, as well as of Madge
Litter and Mary Fang, were taken to much the

same purpose ; and his worship earnestly exhorted

them to an accommodation, observing, that they

themselves were in fact the aggressors, and that

Captain Crowe had done no more than exerted

himself in his own defence.

They were all pretty well disposed to follow his

advice, except farmer Prickle, who, entering the

court with a bloody handkerchief about his head,

declared that the law should determine it at next

'size ; and in the mean time insisted that the de-

fendants should find immediate bail, or go to

prison, or be set in the stocks. He affirmed that

they had been guilty of an affray, in appearing

with armour and weapons not usually worn, to the

terror of others, which is in itself a breach of the

peace ; but that they had, moreover, with force of

arms, that is to say, with swords, staves, and other

warlike instruments, by turns, made an assault and

affray, to the terror and disturbance of him and

divers subjects of our lord the king, then and there

being, and to the evil and pernicious example of the

liege people of the said lord the king, and against the

peace ofour said lord the king, his crown and dignity.

The peasant had purchased a few law terms at a

considerable expense, and he thought he had a right

to turn his knowledge to the annoyance of all his

neighbours. Mr. Elmy, finding him obstinately

deaf to all proposals of accommodation, held the

defendants to very moderate bail, the landlord and

the curate of the parish freely offering themselves

as sureties. Mr. Clarke, with Timothy Crabshaw,

against whom nothing appeared, were now set at

liberty ; when the former, advancing to his worship,

gave information against Geoffrey Prickle, and

declared upon oath that he had seen him assault

Captain Crowe without any provocation ; and when

he, the deponent, interposed to prevent further

mischief, the said Prickle had likewise assaulted

and wounded him the deponent, and detained him

for some time in false imprisonment, without war-

rant or authority.

In consequence of this information, which was

corroborated by divers evidences, selected from the

mob at the gate, the tables were turned upon farmer

Prickle, who was given to understand, that he must
either find bail, or be forthwith imprisoned. This

lionest boor, who was in opulent circumstances, had

made such popular use of the benefits he possessed

that there was not a housekeeper in the parish

who would not have rejoiced to see him hanged.

His dealings and connexions, however, were such,

that none of the other four would have refused to

bail him, had not Clarke given them to understand

that, if they did, he would make them all principals

and parties, and have two separate actions against

each. Prickle happened to be at variance with the

innkeeper, and the curate durst not disoblige the

vicar, who at that very time was suing the farmer

for the small tithes. He offered to deposit a sum
equal to the recognizance of the knight's bail ; but

this was rejected, as an expedient contrary to the

practise of the courts. He sent for the attorney of

the village, to whom he had been a good customer

:

but the lawyer was hunting evidence in another

county. The exciseman presented himself as a

surety ; but he not being an housekeeper, was not

accepted. Divers cottagers, who depended on

farmer Prickle, were successively refused, because

they could not prove that they had paid scot and

lot, and parish taxes.

The farmer, finding himself thus forlorn, and in

imminent danger of visiting the inside of a prison,

was seized with a paroxysm of rage, during which

he inveighed against the bench, reviled the two

adventurers errant, declared that he believed, and

would lay a wager of twenty guineas, that he had

more money in his pocket than e'er a man in the

company ; and in the space of a quarter of an hour,

swore forty oaths, which the justice did not fail to

number. " Before we proceed to other matters,"

said Mr. Elmy, " I order you to pay forty shillings

for the oaths you have sworn, otherwise I will

cause you to be set in the stocks without further

ceremony."
Prickle, throwing down a couple of guineas, with

two execrations more to make up the sum, declared

that he could afford to pay for swearing as well

as e'er a justice in the county, and repeated his

challenge of the wager, which our adventurer now
accepted, protesting, at the same time, that it was

not a step taken from any motive of pride, but

entirely with a view to punish an insolent phbeian,

who could not otherwise be chastised without a

breach of the peace. Twenty guineas being de-

posited on each side in the hands of Mr. Elmy,

Prickle, with equal confidence and despatch, pro-

duced a canvas bag, containing two hundred and

seventy pounds, which, being spread upon the table,

made a very formidable show, that dazzled the eyes

of the beholders, and induced many of them to

believe he had ensured his conquest.

Our adventurer, asking if he had anv thing fur-

ther to offer, and being answered in tne negative,

drew forth, with great deliberation, a pocket-book,

in which there was a considerable parcel of bank-

notes, from which he selected three of one hundred

pounds each, and exhibited them upon the table, to

the astonishment of all present. Prickle, mad with

his overthrow and loss, said, it might be necessary

to make him prove the notes were honestly come

by ; and Sir Launcelot started up, in order to take

vengeance upon him for this insult, but was with-

held by the arms and remonstrances of Mr. Elmy,

who assured him that Prickle desired nothing so

much as another broken head, to lay the foundation

of a new prosecution.

The knight, calmed by this interposition, turned

to the audience, saying, with the most affaole
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deportment, " Good people, do not imagine that I
intend to pocket the spoils of such a contemptible
rascal. I shall beg the favour of this -worthy gen-
tleman to take up these twenty guineas, and dis-
tribute them as he shall think proper among the
poor of the parish

; but, by this benefaction, I do
not hold myself acquitted for the share I had in
the bruises some of you have received in this un-
lucky fray, and therefore I give the other twenty
guineas to be divided among the sufferers, to each
according to the damage he or she shall appear to
have sustained ; and I shall consider it as an addi-
tional obligation, if Mr. Elniy will likewise super-
intend this retribution."

At the close of this address, the whole yard and
gate-way rung with acclamation, while honest
Crowe, whose generosity was not inferior even to
that of the accomplished Greaves, pulled out his
purse, and declared, that, as he had begun the en-
gagement, he would at least go share and share
alike in new caulking their seams, and repairing
their timbers. The knight, rather than enter into
a dispute with his novice, told him he considered
the twenty guineas as given by them both in con-
junction, and that they would confer together on
that subject hereafter.

This point being adjusted, Mr. Elmy assumed all

the solemnity of the magistrate, and addressed
himself to Prickle in these words :

" Farmer Prickle,
I am both sorry and ashamed to see a man of your
years and circumstances so little respected, that you
cannot find sufficient bail for forty pounds ; a sure
testimony that you have neither cultivated the
friendship, nor deserved the good-will of your
neighbours. I have heard of your quarrels and
your riots, your insolence and litigious disposition,
and often wished for an opportunity of giving you
a proper taste of the law's correction. That oppor-
tunity now offers

; you have, in the hearing of all

these people, poured forth a torrent of abuse against
me, both in the character of a gentleman, and of a
magistrate. Your abusing me personally per-
haps I should have overlooked with the contempt
it deserves, but I should ill vindicate the dignity of
my office as a magistrate, by suffering you to insult
the bench with impunity. I shall therefore impri-
son you for contempt, and you shall remain in gaol
until you can find bail on the other prosecutions."

Prickle, the first transports of his anger having
subsided, began to be pricked with the thorns of
compunction

; he was indeed extremely mortified
a t the prospect of being sent to gaol so disgracefully.
His countenance fell

; and, after a hard internal
struggle, while the clerk was employed in writing
the mittimus, he said he hoped his worship would
not send him to prison. He begged pardon of him,
and our adventurers, for having abused them in his
passion

; and observed, that, as he had received a
broken head, and paid two and twenty guineas for
his folly, he could not be said to have escaped alto-
gether without punishment, even if the plaintiff
should agree to exchange releases.

Sir Launcelot, seeing this stubborn rustic effec-
tually humbled, became an advocate in his favour
with Mr. Elmy, and Tom Clarke, who forgave him
at his request

; and a mutual release being executed,
the farmer was permitted to depart. The populace
were regaled at our adventurer's expense ; and the
men, women, and children, who had been wounded
or bruised in the battle, to the number of ten or
a dozen, were desired to wait upon Mr. Elmy in the

morning, to receive the knight's bounty. The ius-
tice was prevailed upon to spend the evening with
Sir Launcelot, and his two companions, for whom
supper was bespoke ; but the first thing the cook
prepared, was a poultice for Crowe's head, which
was now enlarged to a monstrous exhibition. Our
knight, who was all kindness and complacency,
shook Mr. Clarke by the hand, expressing his satis-
faction at meeting with his old friends again ; and
told him softly, that he had compliments for him
from Mrs. Dolly Cowslip, who now lived with his
Aurelia.

Clarke was confounded at this intelligence, and,
after some hesitation, " Lord bless my soul !" cried
he, " I'll be shot, then, if the pretended Miss Mea-
dows wa'n't the same as Miss Darnel !" He then
declared himself extremely glad that poor Dolly
had got into such an agreeable situation, passed
many warm encomiums on her goodness of heart,
and virtuous inclinations, and concluded with ap-
pealing to the knight, whether she did not look very
pretty in her green joseph. In the mean time, he
procured a plaster for his own head, and helped to
apply the poultice to that of his uncle, who was
sent to bed betimes with a moderate dose of sack
whey, to promote perspiration. The other three
passed the evening to their mutual satisfaction ; and
the justice, in particular, grew enamoured of the
knight's character, dashed as it was with extrava-
gance.

Let us now leave them to the enjoyment of a
sober and rational conversation, and give some
account of other guests, who arrived late in the
evening, and here fixed their night quarters. But
as we have already trespassed on the reader's
patience, we shall give him a short respite, until
the next chapter makes its appearance.

CHAPTER XVHI.
In which the rays of Chivalry shine with renovated Lustre.

Our hero little dreamed that he had a formidable
rival in the person of the knight, who arrived about
eleven, at the sign of the St. George, and, by the
noise he made, gave intimation of his importance.
This was no other than squire Sycamore, who,
having received advice that Miss Aurelia Darnel
had eloped from the place of her retreat, imme-
diately took the field in quest of that lovely fugi-
tive

; hoping that, should he have the good fortune
to find her in present distress, his good offices would
not be rejected. He had followed the chase so close,
that, immediately after our adventurer's departure,
he alighted at the inn, from whence Aurelia had
been conveyed

; and there he learned the particulars
which we have related above.
Mr. Sycamore had a great deal of the childish

romantic in his disposition, and, in the course of
his amours, is said to have always taken more plea-
sure in the pursuit than in the final possession. He
had heard of SirLauncelot's extravagance, by which
he was in some measure infected, and he dropped
an insinuation, that he could eclipse his rival, even
in his own lunatic sphere. This hint was not lost
upon his companion, counsellor, and buffoon, the
facetious Davy Dawdle, who had some humour,
and a great deal of mischief, in his composition.
He looked upon his patron as a fool, and his patron
knew him to be both knave and fool

; yet, the two
characters suited each other so well, that they could
hardly exist asunder. Davy was an artful syco-
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phant, but he did not flatter in t'je usual way; on
the contrary, he behaved en cavalier, and treated

Sycamore, on whose bounty he subsisted, with the
most sarcastic familiarity. Nevertheless, he sea-

soned his freedom with certain qualifying ingre-
dients, that subdued the bitterness of it, and was
now become so necessary to the squire, that he had
no idea of enjoyment with which Dawdle was not
somehow or other connected. There had been a
warm dispute betwixt them about the scheme of
contesting the prize with Sir Launcelot in the lists

of chivalry. Sycamore had insinuated, that if he
had a mind to play the fool, he could wear armour,
wield a lance, and manage a charger, as well as Sir

Launcelot Greaves. Dawdle, snatching the hint,
" I had, some time ago," said he, " contrived a
scheme for you, which I was afraid you had not
address enough to execute. It would be no difficult

matter, in imitation of the bachelor, Sampson Car-
rasco, to go in quest of Greaves, as a knight-errant,
defy him as a rival, and establish a compact, by
which the vanquished should obey the injunctions

of the victor." " That is my very idea," cried

Sycamore. " Your idea !" replied the other ; "had
you ever an idea of your own conception ?" Thus
the dispute began, and was maintained with great
vehemence, until other arguments failing, the squire
offered to lay a wager of twenty guineas. To this

proposal. Dawdle answered by the interjection
pish ! which inflamed Sycamore to a repetition of
the defiance. " You are in the right," said Dawdle,
" to use such an argument as you know is by me
unanswerable. A wager of twenty guineas will at

any time overthrow and confute all the logic of the
most able syllogist, who has not got a shilling in

his pocket."

Sycamore looked very grave at this declaration,

and, after a short pause, said, " I wonder, Dawdle,
what you do with all your money !"—" I am surprised
you should give yourself that trouble—I never ask
what you do with yours."—" You have no occasion
to ask; you know pretty well how it goes."—" What,
do you upbraid me with your favours?

—
'tis mighty

well, Sycamore."—" Nay, Dawdle, I did net intend
to affront."—-" Z—s ! affront ! what d'ye mean ? "

—

" I'll assure you, Davy, you don't know me, if you
think I could be so ungenerous as to—a—to— —
" I always thought, whatever faults or foibles you
might have, Sycamore, that you was not deficient

in generosity,—though to be sure it is often very
absurdly displayed."—" Ay, that's one of my great-
est foibles ; I can't refuse even a scoundrel when
1 think he is in want.—Here, Dawdle, take that

note."—" Not I, sir,—what d'ye mean?—what right

have I to your notes ? "—" Nay, but Dawdle,

—

come."—" By no means ; it looks like the abuse of
good-nature;—all the world knows you're good-na-
tured to a fault."—" Come, dear Davy, you shall

—

you must oblige me."— Thus urged, Dawdle ac-

cepted the bank-note with great reluctance, and
restored the idea to the right owner.
A suit of armour being brought from the garret

or armoury of his ancestors, he gave orders for
having the pieces scoured and furbished up ; and
his heart dilated with joy, when he reflected upon
the superb figure he should make when cased in

complete steel, and armed at all points for the
combat.
When he was fitted with the other parts, Dawdle

insisted on buckling on his helmet, which weighed
fifteen pounds ; and the head-piece being adjusted,

made such a clatter about his ears with a cudgei.
that his eyes had almost started from their sockets.
His voice was lost within the vizor, and his friend
affected not to understand his meaning when he
made signs with his gauntlets, and endeavoured to

close with him, that he might wrest the cudgel from
his hand. At length he desisted, saying, " I'll war-
rant the helmet sound by its ringing;" and taking
it off, found the squire in a cold sweat. He would
have achieved his first exploit on the spot, had his

strength permitted him to assault Dawdle ; but
what with want of air, and the discipline he had
undergone, he had well nigh swooned away ; and
before he retrieved the use of his members, he was
appeased by the apologies of his companion, who
protested he meant nothing more than to try if the
helmet was free of cracks, and whether or not it

would prove a good protection for the head it

covered.

His excuses were accepted ; the armour was
packed up, and next morning Mr. Sycamore set out
from his own house, accompanied by Dawdle, who
undertook to perform the part of his squire at the
approaching combat. He was also attended by a
servant on horseback, who had charge of the ar-

mour, and another who blowed the trumpet. They
no sooner understood that our hero was housed at

the George, than the trumpeter sounded a charge,
which alarmed Sir Launcelot and his company,
and disturbed honest Captain Crowe in the middle
of his first sleep. Their next step was to pen a
challenge, which, when the stranger departed, was
by the trumpeter delivered with great ceremony
into the hands of Sir Launcelot, who read it in

these words :
—" To the knight of the Crescent,

greeting. Whereas I am informed you have the

presumption to lay claim to the heart of the peer-
less Aurelia Darnel, I give you notice that I can
admit no rivalship in the affection of that paragon
of beauty ; and I expect that you will either resign

your pretensions, or make it appear in single combat,
according to the law of arms, and the institutions

of chivalry, that you are worthy to dispute her
favour with him of the Griffin.

—

Polydore."
Our adventurer was not a little surprised at this

address, which however he pocketed in silence, and
began to reflect, not without mortification, that he
was treated as a lunatic by some person, who
wanted to amuse himself with the infirmities of his

fellow-creatures. Mr. Thomas Clarke, who saw
the ceremony with which the letter was delivered,

and the emotions with which it was read, hied him
to the kitchen for intelligence, and there learned

that the stranger was Squire Sycamore. He forth-

with comprehended the nature of the billet, and,

in the apprehension that bloodshed would ensue,

resolved to alarm his uncle, that he might assist in

keeping the peace. He accordingly entered the

apartment of the captain, who had been waked by
the trumpet, and now peevishly asked the meaning
of that d—ned piping, as if all hands were called

upon deck ? Clarke having imparted what he knew
of the transaction, together with his own conjec-

tures, the captain said, he did not suppose as how
they would engage by candle light ; and that, for

his own part, he should turn out in the larboard

watch, long enough before any signals could be

hove out for forming the line. With this assurance

the lawyer retired to his nest, where he did not fail

to dream of Mrs. Dolly Cowslip, while Sir Launce-

lot passed the night awake, in ruminating on the
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strange challenge he had received. He had got
notice that the sender was Mr. Sycamore, and
hesitated -with himself whether he should not
punish him for his impertinence; but when he
reflected on the nature of the dispute, and the
serious consequences it might produce, he resolved
to decline the combat, as a trial of right and merit
founded upon absurdity. Even in his maddest
hours, he never adopted those maxims of knight-
errantry which related to challenges. He always
perceived the folly and wickedness of defying a
man to mortal fight, because he did not like the
colour of his beard, or the complexion of his
mistress ; or of deciding by homicide whether he
or his rival deserved the preference, when it was
the lady's prerogative to determine which should be
the happy lover. It was his opinion that chivalry
was an usefid institution while confined to its

original purposes of protecting the innocent, assist-
ing the friendless, and bringing the guilty to condign
punishment. But he could not conceive how these
laws should be answered by violating every sugges-
tion of reason, and every precept of humanity.

Captain Crowe did not examine the matter so
philosophically. He took it for granted that in the
morning the two knights would come to action,
and slept sound on that supposition. But he rose
before it was day, resolved to be somehow con-
cerned in the fray ; and understanding that the
stranger had a companion, set him down imme-
diately for his own antagonist. So impatient was
he to establish this secondary contest, that by day-
break he entered the chamber of Dawdle, to which
he was directed by the waiter, and roused him
with a hilloah, that might have been heard at the
distance of half a league. Dawdle, startled by this
terrific sound, sprung out of bed, and stood upright
on the floor, before he opened his eyes upon the
object by which he had been so dreadfully alarmed.
But when he beheld the head of Crowe, so swelled
and swathed, so livid, hideous, and grisly, with a
broad sword by his side, and a case of pistols in
his girdle, he believed it was the apparition of some
murdered man; his hair bristled up, his teeth
chattered, and his knees knocked : he would have
prayed, but his tcngue denied its oflice. Crowe
seeing his perturbation, "Mayhap, friend," said
he, " you take me for a buccaneer ; but I am no
such person.—My name is Captain Crowe.—I come
not for your silver nor your gold, your rigging nor
your stowage; but hearing as how your friend
intends to bring my friend Sir Launcelot Greaves
to action, d'ye see, I desire in the way of friend-
ship, that while they are engaged, you and I, as
their seconds, may lie board and board for a few
glasses to divert one another, d'ye see." Dawdle
hearing this request, began to retrieve his faculties,
and throwing himself into the attitude of Hamlet
when the ghost appears, exclaimed in theatrical
accent,

" Angels and ministers of grace defend us

!

Art thou a spirit of grace, or goblin damn'd?"

As he seemed to bend his eye on vacancy, the
captain began to think that he really saw some-
thing preternatural, and stared wildly round.
Then addressing himself to the terrified Dawdle,
" D—n'd," said he, "for what should I be d—n'd?
If you are afeard of goblins, brother, put your trust
in the Lord, and he'll prove a sheet anchor to you."
The other having by this time recollected himself

perfectly, continued notwithstanding to spout
tragedy, and, in the words of Macbeth, pronounced,

" What man dare, I dare

:

Approach thou like the rugged Russian hear,
The arm'd rhinoceros, or Hyrcanian tiger;
7'ake any shape but that, and my hrm nerves
Shall never tremble."

" 'Ware names, Jack," cried the impatient mari-
ner, " if so be as how you'll bear a hand and rig
yourself, and take a short trip with me into the
offing, we'll overhaul this here affair in the turning
of a capstan."

At this juncture they were joined by Mr. Syca-
more in his night gown and slippers. Disturbed
by Crowe's first salute, he had sprung up, and now
expressed no small astonishment at first sight of
the novice's countenance. After having gazed
alternately at him and Dawdle, " Who have we got
here?" said he; "raw head and bloody bones ?"

When his friend, slipping on his clothes, gave him
to understand that this was a friend of Sir Launcelot
Greaves, and explained the purport of his errand,
he treated him with more civility. He assured him
that he should have the pleasure to break a spear with
Mr. Dawdle

; and signified his surprise that Sir
Launcelot had made no answer to his letter. It
being by this time clear day-light, and Crowe ex-
tremely interested in this affair, he broke without
ceremony into the knight's chamber, and told him
abruptly that the enemy had brought to, and waited
for his coming up, in order to begin the action.
" I've hailed his consort," said he, " a shambling
chattering fellow. He took me first for a hobgoblin,
then called me names, a tiger, a wrynoseo'ross, and
a Persian bear

; butegad, if I come athwart him, I'll

make him look like the bear and ragged staff before
we part,—I wool."
This intimation was not received with that alacrity

which the captain expected to find in our adventurer,
who told him in a peremptory tone, that he had no
design to come to action, and desired to be left to
his repose. Crowe forthwith retired crest-fallen,
and muttered something, which was never distinctly
heard.

J

_
About eight in the morning Mr. Dawdle brought

him a formal message from the knight of the
griffin, desiring he would appoint the lists, and
give security of the field. To which request he
made answer in a very composed and solemn
accent, " If the person who sent you thinks I have
injured him, let him without disguise or any such
ridiculous ceremony, explain the nature of the
wrong

; and then I shall give such satisfaction as
may suit my conscience and my character. If he
hath bestowed his affection upon any particular
object, and looks upon me as a favourite rival, I
shall not wrong the lady so much as to take any
step that may prejudice her choice, especially a
step that contradicts my own reason as much as it

would outrage the laws of my country. K he who
calls himself knight of the griffin is really desirous
of treading in the paths of true chivalry, he will
not want opportunities of signalizing his valour in
the cause of virtue.—Should he, notwithstanding
this declaration, offer violence to me in the course
of my occasions, he will always find me in a pos-
ture of defence. Or, should he persist in repeating
his importunities, I shall without ceremony chastise
the messenger." His declining the combat was
interpreted into fear by Mr. Sycamore, who now
became more insolent and ferocious, on the suppo-
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sition of our knight's timidity. Sir Launcelot

meanwhile went to breakfast with his friends, and

having put on his armour, ordered the horses to be

brought forth. Then he paid the bill and walking

dehberately to the gate, in presence of Sqnire

Sycamore and his attendants, vaulted at one spring

into the saddle of Bronzomarte, whose neighing

and curvetting proclaimed the joy he felt in being

mounted by his accomplished master.

Though the knight of the Griffin did not think

proper to insult his rival personally, his friend

Dawdle did not fail to crack some jokes on the

figure and horsemanship of Crowe, who again de-

clared he should be glad to fall in with him upon

the voyage. Nor did iNIr. Clarke's black patch

and rueful countenance pass unnoticed and unri-

diculed. As for Timothy Crabshaw, he beheld his

brother squire with the contempt of a veteran ; and

Gilbert paid him his compliments with his heels at

parting. But when our adventurer and his retinue

were clear of the inn, Mr. Sycamore ordered his

trumpeter to sound a retreat, by way of triumph

over his antagonist.

Perhaps he would have contented himself with

this kind of victory, had not Dawdle further in-

flamed his envy and ambition, by launching out in

praise of Sir Launcelot. He observed that his

countenance was open and manly, his joints strong

knit, and his form unexceptionable ; that he trod

like Hercules, and vaulted into the saddle like a

winged Mercury. Nay, he even hinted it was
lucky for Sycamore that the knight of the crescent

happened to be so pacifically disposed. His patron

sickened at these praises, and took fire at the last

observation. He affected to undervalue personal

beauty, though the opinion of the world had been

favourable to himself in that particular. He said

he was at least two inches taller than Greaves :

and as to shape and air, he would make no com-
parisons : but with respect to riding, he was sure

he had a better seat than Sir Launcelot, and would
wager five hundred to fifty guineas, that he would
unhorse him at the first encounter. " There is no
occasion for laying wagers, replied Mr. Dawdle,

the doubt may be determined in half an hour—Sir

Launcelot is not a man to avoid you at full gallop."

Sycamore, after some hesitation, declared he would
follow and provoke him to battle, on condition

that Dawdle would engage Crowe ; and this con-

dition was accepted. For, though Davy had no
stomach to the trial, he could not readily find an

excuse for declining it. Bes des, he had discovered

the captain to be a very bad horseman, and re-

solved to eke out his own scanty valour with a

border of ingenuity. The servants were imme-
diately ordered to unpack the armour, and, in a

little time, Mr. Sycamore made a very formidable

appearance. But the scene that followed is too

important to be huddled in at the end of a chapter

;

and therefore we shall reserve it for a more con-

spicuous place in these memoirs.

CHAPTER XIX.
Containing the Achievements of the Knights of the Griffin

and Crescent.

Mr. Sycamore, alias the knight of the Griffin, so
denominated from a griffin painted on his shield,

being armed at all points, and his friend Dawdle
provided with a certain implement, which he flat-

tered himself would ensure a victory over the

novice Crowe, they set out from the George, with

their attendants, in all the elevation of hope, and
pranced along the highway that led towards London,
that being the road which our adventurer pursued.

As they w ere extremely well mounted, and pro-

ceeded at a round pace, they, in less than two
hours, came up with Sir Launcelot, and his com-
pany ; and Sycamore sent another formal defiance

to the knight by his trumpeter, Dawdle having,

for good reasons, declined that office.

Our adventurer hearing himself thus addressed,

and seeing his rival, who had passed him, posted to

obstruct his progress, armed cap-a-pie, with his

lance in the rest, determined to give the satisfac-

tion that was required, and desired that the regu-

lations of the combat might be established. The
knight of the Griffin proposed, that the vanquished

party should resign all pretensions to Miss Aurelia

Darnel, in favour of the victor ; that while the

principals were engaged, his friend Dawdle should

run a tilt with Captain Crowe ; that Squire Crab-

shaw and Mr. Sycamore's servant should keep

themselves in readiness to assist their respective

masters occasionally, according to the law of arms ;

and that Mr. Clarke should observe the motions of

the trumpeter, whose province was to sound the

charge to battle.

Our knight agreed to these regulations, notwith-

standing the earnest and pathetic remonstrances of

the young lawyer, who, with tears in his eyes, con-

jured all the combatants, in their turns, to refrain

from an action that might be attended with blood-

shed and murder ; and was contrary to the laws

both of God and man. In vain he endeavoured to

move them by tears and entreaties, by threatening

them with prosecutions in this world, and pains

and penalties in the next. They persisted in their

resolution, and his uncle would have begun hostili-

ties on his carcase, had he not been prevented by

Sir Launcelot, who exhorted Clarke to retire from

the field, that he might not be involved in the con-

sequences of the combat. He relished this advice

so well, that he had actually moved off to some dis-

tance ; but his apprehensions and concern for his

friends cooperating with an insatiable curiosity,

detained him in sight of the engagement.

The two knights having fairly divided the

ground, and the same precautions being taken

by the seconds on another part of the field, Syca-

more began to be invaded with some scruples,

which were probably engendered by the martial

appearance, and well known character of his anta-

gonist. The confidence which he derived from

the reluctance of Sir Launcelot now vanished, be-

cause it plainly appeared, that the knight's back-

wardness was not owing to personal timidity ; and

he foresaw that the prosecution of this joke

might be attended with very serious consequences

to his own life and reputation. He therefore de-

sired a parley, in which he observed his affection

for Miss Darnel was of such a delicate nature,

that, should the discomfiture of his rival contribute

to make her unhappy, his victory must render him

the most miserable wretch upon earth. He pro-

posed, therefore, that her sentiments and choice

should be ascertained before they proceeded to

extremity.

Sir Launcelot declared that he was much more

afraid of combating Aurelia's inclination, than of

opposing the knight of the Griffin in arms ; and that

if he had the least reason to think Mr. Sycamore,
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or any other person, was distinguished by her pre-
ference, he would instantly give up his suit as

desperate. At the same time, he observed, that

Sycamore had proceeded too far to retract; that
he had insulted a gentleman, and not only chal-
lenged, but even pursued him, and blocked up his

passage in the public highway
; outrages which he

(Sir Launcelot) would not suffer to pass unpu-
nished. Accordingly he insisted on the combat,
on pain of treating Sycamore as a craven, and a
recreant. This declaration was reinforced by
Dawdle, who told him, that, should he now decline
the engagement, all the world would look upon him
as an infamous poltroon.

These two observations gave a necessary filip to

the courage of the challenger. The parties took
their stations. The trumpet sounded to charge,
and the combatants began their career with great
impetuosity.—Whether the gleam of Sir Launce-
lot's arms affrighted Sir. Sycamore's steed, or some
other object had an unlucky effect on his eyesight,
certain it is he started at about midway, and gave
his rider such a violent shake as discomposed his
attitude, and disabled him from using his lance to
the best advantage. Had our hero continued his

career, with his lance couched, in all probability
Sycamore's armour would have proved but a bad
defence to his carcase ; but Sir Launcelot per-
ceiving his rival's spear unrested, had just time to
throw up the point of his own, when the two horses
closed with such a shock, that Sycamore, already
wavering in the saddle, was overthrown, and his
armour crashed around him as he fell.

The victor, seeing him lie without motion,
alighted immediately and began to unbuckle his
helmet, in which office he was assisted by the
trumpeter. When the head-piece was removed,
the hapless knight of the Griffin appeared in the
pale livery of death, though he was only in a
swoon, from which he soon recovered by the effect

of the fresh air, and the aspersion of cold water,
brought from a small pool in the neighbourhood.
When he recognised his conqueror doing the
offices of humanity about his person, he closed his

eyes from vexation, told Sir Launcelot that his was
the fortune of the day, though he himself owed his
mischance to the fault of his own horse ; and ob-
served, that this ridiculous affair would not have
happened, but for the mischievous instigation of
that scoundrel Dawdle, on whose ribs he threatened
to revenge this mishap.

Perhaps Captain Crowe might have saved him
the trouble, had the wag honourably adhered to
the institutions of chivalry, in his conflict with
our novice. But on this occasion, his ingenuity
was more commendable than his courage. He had
provided at the inn a blown bladder, in which
several smooth pebbles were enclosed ; and this he
slily fixed on the head of his pole, when the captain
obeyed the signal of battle. Instead of bearing the
brunt of the encounter, he turned out of the
straight line, so as to avoid the lance of his anta-
gonist, and rattled his bladder with such effect, that
Crowe's horse pricking up his ears, took to his
heels, and fled across some ploughed land with such
precipitation, that the rider was obliged to quit his
spear, and lay fast hold on the mane, that he might
not be thrown out of the saddle. Dawdle, who was
much better mounted, seeing his condition, rode up
to the unfortunate novice, and belaboured his
shoulders without fear of retaliation.

Mr. Clarke, seing his kinsman so roughly
handled, forgot his fears, and flew to his assistance

;

but, before he came up, the aggressor had retired

;

and now perceiving that fortune had declared
against his friend and patron, very honourably
abandoned him in his distress, and went off at full

speed for London.
Nor was Timothy Crabshaw without his share

in the noble achievements of this propitious dav.
He had by this time imbibed such a tincture of
errantry, that he firmly believed himself and his
master equally invincible ; and this belief operating
upon a perverse disposition, rendered him as quar-
relsome in his sphere, as his master was mild and
forbearing. As he sat on horseback, in the place
assigned to him and Sycamore's lacquey, he
managed Gilbert in such a manner, as to invade
with his heels the posteriors of the other's horse ;

and this insult produced some altercation which
ended in mutual assault. The footman handled
the butt-end of his horsewhip with great dexterity
about the head of Crabshaw, who declared after-
wards, that it sung and simmered like a kettle of
cod fish : but the squire, who understood the nature
of long lashes, as having been a carter from his
infancy, found means to twine his thong about the
neck of his antagonist, and pull him off his horse
half strangled, at the very instant his master was
thrown by Sir Launcelot Greaves.
Having thus obtained the victory, he did not

much regard the punctilios of chivalry
; but, taking

it for granted he had a right to make the most of
his advantage, resolved to carry off the spolia
opima. Alighting with great agility, " Brother,"
cried he, " I think as haw yawrs bean't a butcher's
horse, a doan't carry calves well—I'se make yaw
knaw your churning days, I wool—what yaw look
as ifyaw was crow-trodden, you do—now, you shall
pay the score you have been running on my pate,
you shall, brother."

.
So saying, he rifled his pockets, stripped him of

his hat and coat, and took possession of his master's
portmanteau. But he did not long enjoy his plun-
der.

_
For the lacquey complaining to Sir Launcelot

of his having been despoiled, the knight com-
manded his squire to refund, not without menaces
of subjecting him to the severest chastisement for
his injustice and rapacity. Timothy represented,
with great vehemence, that he had won the spoils
in fair battle, at the expense of his head and
shoulders, which he immediately uncovered, to
prove his allegation. But his remonstrance having
no effect upon his master, "Wounds !" cried he, "an
I mun gee thee back the pig, I'se gee thee back the
poke also ; I'm a drubbing still in thy debt."
With these words, he made a most furious attack

upon the plaintiff with his horse-whip, and, before
the knight could interpose, repaid the lacquey with
interest. As an appurtenance to Sycamore and
Dawdle, he ran the risk of another assault from the
novice Crowe, who was so transported with rage at
the disagreeable trick which had been played upon
him by his fugitive antagonist, that he could not for
some time pronounce an articulate sound, but a
few broken interjections, the meaning of which
could not be ascertained. Snatching up his pole,
he ran towards the place where Mr. Sycamore sat
on the grass, supported by the trumpeter, and
would have finished what our adventurer had left
undone, if the knight of the Crescent, with admir-
able dexterity, had not warded off the blow which
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he aimed at the knight of the Griffin, and signified
his displeasure in a resolute tone. Then he collared
the lacquey, who was just disengaged from the
chastising hand of Crabshaw, and swinging his
lance with his other baud, encountered the squire's
ribs by accident.

Timothy was not slow in returning the salutation
with the weapon which he still wielded. Mr. Clarke
running up to the assistance of his uncle, was opposed
by the lacquey, who seemed extremely desirous of
seeing the enemy revenge his quarrel, by falling

foul of one another. Clarke, thus impeded, com-
menced hostilities against the footman, while Crowe
grappled with Crabshaw; a battle-royal ensued,
and was maintained with great vigour, and some
bloodshed on all sides, until the authority of Sir
Launcelot, reinforced by some weighty remon-
strances applied to the squire, put an end to the con-
flict. Crabshaw immediately desisted, and ran
roaring to communicate his grievances to Gilbert,
who seemed to sympathise very little with his dis-
tress. The lacquey took to his heels ; Mr. Clarke
wiped his bloody nose, declaring he had a good
mind to put the aggressor in the Crown-office ; and
Captain Crowe continued to ejaculate unconnected
oaths

; which, however, seemed to imply that he
was almost sick of his new profession. "D—n my
eyes, if you call this—start my timbers, brother

—

look ye, d'ye see—a lousy, lubberly, cowardly son
of a—among the breakers, d'ye see—lost my steer-
age way—split my binnacle; hawle away—O! d—

n

all arrantry— -give me a tight vessel, d'ye see,
brother—mayhap you mayn't—snatch my—sea-
room and a spanking gale—odds heart, I'll hold a
whole year's—smite my limbs ; it don't signify
talking."

Our hero consoled the novice for his disaster, by
observing that if he had got some blows he had lost

no honour. At the same time he observed, that it

was very difficult, if not impossible, for a man to
succeed in the paths of chivalry, who had passed the
better part of his days in other occupations ; and
hinted that, as the cause which had engaged him in

this way of life no longer existed, he was determined
to relinquish a profession which, in a peculiar man-
ner, exposed him to the most disagreeable incidents.

Crowe chewed the cud upon this insinuation, while
the other personages of the drama were emploved
in catching the horses, which had given their riders
the slip. As for Mr. Sycamore, he was so bruised
by his fall, that it was necessary to procure a litter

for conveying him to the next town, and the servant
was despatched for this convenience, Sir Launcelot
staying with him until it arrived.

When he was safely deposited in the carriage our
hero took leave of him in these terms :

" I shall not
insist upon your submitting to the terms you yourself
proposed before this rencounter. I give you free
leave to use all your advantages, in an honourable
way, for promoting your suit with the voung lady
of whom you profess yourself enamoured. Should
you have recourse to sinister practices, you will find
Sir Launcelot Greaves ready to demand an account
of your conduct, not in the character of a lunatic
knight-errant, but as a plain English gentleman,
jealous of his honour, and resolute in his purpose."
To this address Mr. Sycamore made no reply,

but with a sullen aspect ordered the carriage to
proceed ; and it moved accordingly to the right, our
hero's road to London lying in the other direction.

Sir Launcelot had already exchanged his armour

for a riding-coat, hat, and boots ; and Crowe, part-
ing with his skull-cap and leathern jerkin, regained,
in some respects, the appearance of a human
creature. Thus metamorphosed, they pursued their
way in an easy pace, Mr. Clarke endeavouring to
amuse them with a learned dissertation on the law,
tending to demonstrate that Mr. Sycamore was, by
his behaviour on that day, liable to three different
actions, besides a commission of lunacy, ; and that
Dawdle might be prosecuted for having practised
subtle craft to the annoyance of his uncle, over and
above an action for assault and battery; because,
for why ? The said Crowe having run away, as
might be easily proved, before any blows "were
given, the said Dawdle, by pursuing him even out
of the high-road, putting him in fear, and commit-
ting battery on his body, became to all intents and
purposes, the aggressor ; and an indictment would
lie in Banco Regis.

The captain's pride was so shocked at these ob-
servations, that he exclaimed with equal rage and
impatience, "You lie, you dog, in Bilcam Begis—you lie, I say, you lubber, I did not run away

;

nor was I in fear, d'ye see. It was my son of a
bitch of a horse that would not obey the "helm, d'ye
see, whereby I cou'dn't use my metal, d'ye see. As
for the matter of fear, you and fear may kiss my

—

So don't go and heave your stink-pots at my char-
acter, d'ye see, or—agad I'll trim thee fore and aft

with a—I wool." Tom protested he meant nothing
but a little speculation, and Crowe was appeased.

In the evening they reached the town of Bugden
without any farther adventure, and passed the night
in great tranquillity.

Next morning, even after the horses were ordered
to be saddled, Mr. Clarke, without ceremony, en-
tered the apartment of Sir Launcelot, leading in a
female, who proved to be the identical Mrs. Dolly
Cowslip. This young woman, advancing to the
knight, cried, " O, Sir Launcelot ! my dear leady,
my dear leady !"—but was hindered from proceed-
ing by a flood of tears, which the tender-hearted
lawyer mingled with a plentiful shower ofsympathy.
Our adventurer starting at this exclamation, " O

heavens !" cried he " where is my Aurelia? speak,
where did you leave that jewel of my soul ? answer
me in a moment—I am all terror and impatience

!"

Dolly, having recollected herself, told him that
Mr. Darnel had lodged his niece in the new build-

ings by May Eair ; that, on the second night after

their arrival, a very warm expostulation had passed
between Aurelia and her uncle, who next morning-
dismissed Dolly, without permitting her to take
leave of her mistress, and that same day moved to

another part of the town, as she afterwards learned
of the landlady, though she could not inform her
whither they were gone. That, when she was
turned away, John Clump, one of the footmen, who
pretended to have a kindness for her, had faithfully

promised to call upon her, and let her know what
passed in the family ; but as he did not keep his

word, and she was an utter stranger in London,
without friends or settlement, she had resolved to

return to her mother, and travelled so far on foot

since yesterday morning.
Our knight, who had expected the most dismal

tidings from her lamentable preamble, was pleased

to find his presaging fears disappointed
;
though he

was far from being satisfied with the dismission of
Dolly, from whose attachment to his interest, joined

to her influence over Mr. Clump, he had hoped to
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reap such intelligence as would guide him to the
haven of his desires. After a minute's reflection,
he saw it would be expedient to carry back Mrs.
Cowslip, and lodge her at the place where Mr."
Clump had promised to visit her with intelligence

;

for, in all probability, it was not for want of incli-
nation that he had not kept his promise.

Dolly did not express any aversion to the scheme
of returning to London, where she hoped once
more to rejoin her dear lady, to whom by this time
she was attached by the strongest ties of affection

;and her inclination in this respect was assisted by
the consideration of having the company of the
young lawyer, who, it plainly appeared, had made
strange havoc in her heart, though it must be
owned, for the honour of this blooming damsel,
that her thoughts had never once deviated from
the paths of innocence and virtue. The more Sir
Launcelot surveyed this agreeable maiden, the
more he felt himself disposed to take care of her
fortune

;
and from this day he began to ruminate

on a scheme which was afterwards consummated
in her favour. In the meantime he laid injunctions
on Mr. Clarke to conduct his addresses to Mrs
Cowslip according to the rules of honour and de-
corum, as he valued his countenance and friendship.
His next step was to procure a saddle-horse for
Dolly, who preferred this to any other sort of
carriage, and thereby gratified the wish of her
admirer, who longed to see her on horseback in her
green joseph.

The armour, including the accoutrements of the
novice and the squire, were left in the care of the
innkeeper, and Timothy Crabshaw was so meta-
morphosed by a plain livery-frock, that even Gilbert
with difficulty recognised his person. As for the
novice Crowe, his head had almost resumed its
natural dimensions, but then his whole face was so
covered with a livid suffusion, his nose appeared so
flat, and his lips so tumified, that he might very
well have passed for a Caffre or. Ethiopian. Everv
circumstance being now adjusted, they departed
from Bugden in a regular cavalcade, dined at Hat-
field, and in the evening arrived at the Bull and
Gate Inn in Holborn, where they established their
quarters for the night.

CHAPTER XX.
In which our Hero descends into the Mansions of the

damned.

The first step which Sir Launcelot took in the
morning that succeeded his arrival in London was
to settle Mrs. Dolly Cowslip in lodgings at the
house where John Clump had promised to visit
her

;
as he did not doubt, that, though the visit was

delayed, it would some time or other be performed,
and in that case he might obtain some intelligence
of Aureha. Mr. Thomas Clarke was permitted to
take up his habitation in the same house, on his
earnestly desiring he might be entrusted with the
office of conveying information and instruction
between Dolly and our adventurer. The knight
himself resolved to live retired, until he should
receive some tidings relating to Miss Darnel that
should influence his conduct ; but he proposed to
frequent places of public resort incognito, that he
might have some chance of meeting by accident
with the mistress of his heart.

Taking it for granted, that the oddities of Crowe
would help to amuse him in his hours of solitude

6G9

and disappointment, he invited that original to be
his guest at a small house, which he determined to
hire ready furnished, in the neighbourhood of
Golden Square. The captain thanked him for his
courtesy, and frankly embraced his offer, though
he did not much approve of the knight's choice in
point of situation. He said he would recommend
him to a special good upper deck hard by St.
Catherine's in Wapping, where he would be de-
lighted with the prospect of the street forwards
well frequented by passengers, carts, drays, and
other carriages

; and having backwards an agreeable
view of Alderman Parson's great brewhouse, with
two hundred hogs feeding almost under the window.
As a further inducement, he mentioned the vicinity
of the tower guns, which would regale his hearing
on days of salutation

; nor did he forget the sweet
sound of mooring and unmooring ships in the
river, and the pleasing objects on the other side
of the Thames, displayed in the oozy docks and
cabbage-gardens of Rotherhithe. Sir Launcelot
was not insensible to the beauties of this landscape,
but, his pursuit lying another way, he contented'
himself with a less enchanting situation, and Crowe
accompanied him out of pure friendship.
At night, Mr. Clarke arrived at our hero's house

with tidings that were by no means agreeable He
told him, that Clump had left a letter for Dolly
informing her, that his master, Squire Darnel, was
to set out early in the morning for Yorkshire

; but
he could give no account of her lady, who had the
day before been conveyed, he knew not whither
in a hackney-coach, attended by her uncle and an
ill-looking fellow, who had much the appearance
of a bailiff or turnkey, so that he feared she wasm trouble.

_

Sir Launcelot was deeply affected by this intima-
tion. His apprehension was even roused by a
suspicion that a man of Darnel's violent temner
and unprincipled heart might have practised upon
the life of his lovely niece

;
but, upon recollection

he could not suppose that he had recourse to such
infamous expedients, knowing as he did, that an
account of her would be demanded at his hands,
and that it would be easily proved he had conveyed
her from the lodging in which she resided.

_

His first fears now gave way to another sugges-
tion, that Anthony, in order to intimidate her into
a compliance with his proposals, had trumped up a
spurious claim against her, and, by virtue of a writ,
confined her in some prison, or spunging-house'
I ossessed with this idea, he desired Mr. Clarke
to search the sheriff's office in the morning, that he
might know whether any such writ had been
granted

;
and he himself resolved to make a tour of

the great prisons belonging to the metropolis, to
inquire, if perchance she might not be confined
under a borrowed name. Finally, he determined
if possible, to apprize her of his place of abode by
a paragraph in all the daily papers, signifying that
6>ir .Launcelot Greaves had arrived at his house
near Golden Square.

All these resolutions were punctually executed7 such wri* had been taken out in the sheriff's
office

;
and therefore our hero set out on his gaol

expedition, accompanied by Mr. Clarke, who had
contracted some acquaintance with the commanding
officers in these garrisons, in the course of his
clerkship, and practice as an attorney. The first
day they spent in prosecuting their inquiry through
the Gate House, Fleet, and Marshalsea; the next
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day they allotted to the King's Bench, where they

understood there was a great variety of prisoners.

There they proposed to make a minute scrutiny, by

the help of Mr. Norton, the deputy-marshal, -who

was Mr. Clarke*s intimate friend, and had nothing

at all of the gaoler, either in his appearance, or in

his disposition, which was remarkably humane and

benevolent towards all his fellow- creatures.

The knight having bespoke dinner at a tavern in

the Borough, was, together with Captain Crowe,

conducted to the prison of the King's Bench, which

is situated in St. George's Fields, about a mile from

the end of Westminster Bridge, and appears like a

neat little regular town, consisting of one street,

surrounded by a very high wall, including an open

piece of ground, which may be termed a garden,

where the prisoners take the air, and amuse them-

selves with a variety of diversions. Except the

entrance, where the turnkeys keep watch and ward,

there is nothing in the place that looks like a gaol,

or bears the least colour of restraint. The street

is crowded with passengers. Tradesmen of all

kinds here exercise their different professions.

Hawkers of all sorts are admitted to call and vend

their wares as in any open street of London. Here

are butchers' stands, chandlers' shops, a surgery,

a tap-house, well frequented, and a public kitchen,

in which provisions are dressed for all the prisoners

gratis, at the expense of the publican. Here the

voice of misery never complains ;
and, indeed, little

else is to be heard but the sounds of mirth and

jollity. At the farther end of the street, on the

right hand, is a little paved court, leading to a

separate building, consisting of twelve large apart-

ments, called state rooms, well furnished and fitted

up for the reception of the better sort of crown

prisoners ;
and, on the other side of the street,

facing a separate division of ground, called the

common side, is a range of rooms occupied by pri-

soners of the lowest order, who share the profits of

a begging-box, and are maintained by this practice,

and some established funds of charity. We ought

also to observe, that the gaol is provided with a

neat chapel, in which a clergyman, in consideration

of a certain salary, performs divine service every

Sunday.
Our'adventurer, having searched the books, and

perused the description of all the female prisoners

Svho had been for some weeks admitted into the

gaol, obtained not the least intelligence of his con-

cealed charmer, but resolved to alleviate his dis-

appointment by the gratification of his curiosity.

Under the auspices of Mr. Norton, he made a

tour of the prison, and, in particular, visited the

kitchoa, where he saw a number of spits loaded

with a variety of provision, consisting of butcher's

meat, poultry, and game. He could not help ex-

pressing his astonishment, with uplifted hands, and

congratulating himself in secret upon his being a

member of that community which had provided

such a comfortable asylum for the unfortunate.

His ejaculation was interrupted by a tumultuous

noise in the street ; and Mr. Norton declaring he

was sent for to the lodge, consigned our hero to the

care of one Mr. Felton, a prisoner of a very decent

appearance, who paid his compliments with a good

grace, and invited the company to repose them-

selves in his apartment, which was large, commo-
dious, and well furnished. When Sir Launcelot

asked the cause of that uproar, he told him that it

was the prelude to a boxing-match between two of

the prisoners, to he decided in the ground or gar-

den of the place.

Captain Crowe, expressing an eager curiosity to

see the battle, Mr. Felton assured him there would

be no sport, as the combatants were both reckoned

dunghills ; " but, in half an hour," said he, " there

will be a battle of some consequence between two of

the demagogues of the place, Dr. Crabclaw, and Mr.

Tapley, the first a physician, and the other a brewer.

You must know, gentlemen, that this microcosm,

or republic in miniature, is like the great world, split

into factions. Crabclaw is the leader of one party,

and the other is headed by Tapley; both are men
of warm and impetuous tempers, and their intrigues

have embroiled the whole place, insomuch that it

was dangerous to walk the street on account of the

continual skirmishes of their partisans. At length,

some of the more sedate inhabitants having met and

deliberated upon some remedy for these growing

disorders, proposed that the dispute should be at

once decided by single combat between the two

chiefs, who readily agreed to the proposal. The
match was accordingly made for five guineas, and

this very day and hour appointed for the trial, on

which considerable sums of money are depending.

As for Mr. Norton, it is not proper that he should

be present, or seem to countenance such violent

proceedings, which, however, it is necessary to con-

nive at, as convenient vents for the evaporation of

those humours, which, being confined, might accu-

mulate and break out with greater fury in conspi-

racv and rebellion."

The knight owned he could not conceive by what

means such a number of licentious people, amount-

ing, with their dependents, to above five hundred,

were restrained within the bounds of any tolerable

discipline, or prevented from making their escape,

which they might at any time accomplish, either

by stealth or open violence ; as it could not be sup-

posed that one or two turnkeys, continually em-

ployed in opening and shutting the door, could resist

the efforts of a whole multitude.
" Your wonder, good sir," said Mr. Felton, " will

vanish, when you consider it is hardly possible that

the multitude should cooperate in the execution of

such a scheme ; and that the keeper perfectly well

understands the maxim divide et impera. Many
prisoners are restrained by the dictates of gratitude

towards the deputy-marshal, whose friendship and

good offices they have experienced ; some no doubt

are actuated by motives of discretion. One party

is an effectual check upon the other ; and I am
firmly persuaded that there are not ten prisoners

within the place that would make their escape, if

the doors were laid open. This is a step which no

man would take, unless his fortune was altogether

desperate ; because it would oblige him to leave his

country for life, and expose him to the most immi-

nent risk of being retaken and treated with the

utmost severity. The majority of the prisoners live

in the most lively hope of being released by the

assistance of their friends, the compassion of their

creditors, or the favour of the legislature. Some

who are cut off from all these proposals, are become

naturalized to the place, knowing they cannot sub-

sist in any other situation. I myself am one of

these. After having resigned all my effects for

the benefit of my creditors, I have been detained

these nine years in prison, because one person

refuses to sign mv certificate. I have long outlived

all mv friends from whom I could expect the least



SIB LAUNCELOT GBEAVES. G71

countenance or favour. I am grown old in con-
finement, and lay my account with ending my
days in gaol, as the mercy of the legislature in
favour of insolvent debtors is never extended to

uncertified bankrupts taken in execution. By
dint of industry and the most rigid esonomy, I
make shift to live independent in this retreat. To
this scene my faculty of subsisting, as well as my
body, is peculiarly confined. Had I an opportunity
to escape, where should I go ? All my views of for-
tune have been long blasted. I have no friends nor
connexions in the world. I must, therefore, starve
in some sequestered corner, or be recaptivated and
confined for ever to close prison, deprived of the
indulgences which I now enjoy."
Here the conversation was broke off by another

uproar, which was the signal to battle between the
doctor and his antagonist. The company immediately
adjourned to the field, where the combatants were
already undressed, and the stakes deposited. The
doctor seemed of the middle age and middle stature,

active and alert, with an atrabilarious aspect, and
a mixture of rage and disdain expressed in his
countenance. The brewer was large, raw-boned,
and round as a butt of beer, but very fat, unwieldy,
short-winded, and phlegmatic. Our adventurer
was not a little surprised when he beheld, in the
character of seconds, a male and female stripped
naked from the waist upwards, the latter ranging
on the side of the physician ; but the commence-
ment of the battle prevented his demanding of his
guide an explanation of this phenomenon. The
doctor retiring some paces backwards, threw him-
self into the attitude of a battering-ram, and rushed
upon his antagonist with great impetuosity, fore-
seeing, that, should he have the good fortune to
overturn him in the first assault, it would not be
an easy task to raise him up again, and put him in

a capacity of offence. But the momentum of Crab-
claw's head, and the concomitant efforts of his
knuckles, had no effect upon the ribs of Tapley,
who stood firm as the Acrocerauniau promontory

;

and stepping forward with his projected fist, some-
thing smaller and softer than a sledge-hammer,
struck the physician to the ground. In a trice,

however, by the assistance of his female second, he
was on his legs again, and grappling with his an-
tagonist, endeavoured to tip him a fall, but instead
of accomplishing his purpose, he received a cross-
buttock, and the brewer throwing himselfupon him
as he fell, had well nigh smothered him on the
spot. The amazon flew to his assistance, and Tapley
showing no inclination to get up, she smote him on
the temple till he roared. The male second hasten-
ing to the relief of his principal, made application
to the eyes of the female, which were immediately
surrounded with black circles ; and she returned the
salute- with a blow, which brought a double stream
of blood from his nostrils, greeting him at the same
time with the opprobrious appellation of a lousy-

son of a b—h. A combat more furious than the first

would now have ensued, had not Felton interposed
with an air of authority, and insisted on the man's
leaving the field, an injunction which he forthwith
obeyed, saying, " Well, damme, Felton, you're my
friend and commander ; I'll obey your order—but
the b—h will be foul of me before we sleep."—Then
Felton advancing to his opponent, " Madam," said
he, « I'm very sorry to see a lady of your rank and
qualifications expose yourself in this manner—for
Cod's sake, behave with a little more decorum, if

not for the sake of your own family, at least for
the credit of your sex in general." "Hark ye,
Felton," said she, " decorum is founded upon a deli-
cacy of sentiment and deportment, which cannot
consist with the disgraces of a gaol, and the miseries
of indigence.—But I see the dispute is now termi-
nated, and the money is to be drank ; if you'll dine
with us you shall be welcome ; if not, you may die-

in your sobriety, and be d—ned."
By this time the doctor had given out, and

allowed the brewer to be the better man
;
yet he

would not honour the festival with his presence,
but retired to his chamber, exceedingly mortified
at his defeat. Our hero was reconducted to Mr.
Felton's apartment, where he sat some time without
opening his mouth, so astonished he was at what
he had seen and heard. " I perceive, sir," said
the prisoner, " you are surprised at the manner in
which I accosted that unhappy woman ; and per-
haps you will be more surprised when you hear
that within these eighteen months she was actually
a person of fashion, and her opponent, who by the
bye is her husband, universally respected as a man
of honour and a brave officer."—" I am, indeed,"
cried our hero, " overwhelmed with amazement and
concern, as well as stimulated by an eager curi-
osity to know the fatal causes which have produced
such a reverse of character and fortune. But I
will rein my curiosity till the afternoon, if you
will favour me with your company at a tavern in
the neighbourhood, where I have bespoke dinner,
a favour which I hope Mr. Norton will have no
objection to your granting, as he himself is to be
of the party.—The prisoner thanked him for his
kind invitation, and they adjourned immediately to
the place, taking up the deputy-marshal in their
passage through the lodge or entrance of the prison.

CHAPTER XXI.
Containing further Anecdotes relating to the Children of

Wretchedness.

Dinner being cheerfully discussed, and our adven-
turer expressing an eager desire to know the history
of the male and female who had acted as squires
or seconds to the champions of the King's Bench,
Felton gratified his curiosity to this effect :

—

" AH that I know of Captain Clewline, previous
to his commitment, is, that he was commander of a
sloop of war, and bore the reputation of a gallant
officer; that he married the daughter of a rich
merchant in the city of London, against the incli-
nation, and without the knowledge of her father,
who renounced her for this act of disobedience;
that the captain consoled himself for the rigour of
the parent, with the possession of the lady, who
was not only remarkably beautiful in person, but
highly accomplished in her mind, and amiable in
her disposition. Such, a few monihs ago, were
those two persons whom you saw acting in such a
vulgar capacity. When they first entered the
prison, they were undoubtedly the handsomest
couple mine eyes ever beheld, and their appearance
won universal respect even from the most brutal
inhabitants of the gaol.

" The captain, having unwarily involved himself
as a security for a man to whom he had lain under
obligations, became liable for a considerable sum,
and his own father-in-law being the sole creditor of
the bankrupt, took this opportunity of wreaking
vengeance upon him for having espoused his
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daughter. He watched an opportunity until the

captain had actually stepped into the post-chaise

with his lady for Portsmouth, where his ship lay,

and caused him to be arrested in the most public

and shameful manner. Mrs. Clewline had like to

have sunk under the first transports of her grief

and mortification ; but these subsiding, she had re-

course to personal solicitation. She went with her
only child in her arms, a lovely boy, to her father's

door, and being denied admittance, kneeled down
in the street, imploring his compassion in the most
pathetic strain ; but this hard-hearted citizen,

instead of recognizing his child, and taking the

poor mourner to his bosom, insulted her from the
window with the most bitter reproach, saying,

among other shocking expressions, ' Strumpet,
take yourself away with your brat, otherwise I

shall send for the beadle, and have you to Bride-
well.'

" The unfortunate lady was cut to the heart by
this usage, and fainted in the street, from whence
she was conveyed to a public-house by the charitv
of some passengers. She afterwards attempted to

soften the barbarity of her father by repeated
letters, and by interesting some of his friends to

intercede with him in her behalf ; but all her en-
deavours proving ineffectual, she accompanied her
husband to the prison of the King's Bench, where
she must have felt, in the severest manner, the
fatal reverse of circumstance to which she was
exposed.

" The captain being disabled from going to sea,

was superseded, and he saw all his hopes blasted in

the midst of an active war, at a time when he had
the fairest prospects of fame and fortune. He saw
himself reduced to extreme poverty, cooped up
with the tender partner of his heart in a wretched
hovel, amidst the refuse of mankind, and on the
brink of wanting the common necessaries of life.

The mind of man is ever ingenious in finding re-

sources. He comforted his lady with vain hopes
of having friends who would effect his deliverance,

and repeated assurances of this kind so long, that

he at length began to think they were not altogether
void of foundation.

" Mrs. Clewline, from a principle of duty, re-col-

lected all her fortitude, that she might not only bear
her fate with patience, but even contribute to alle-

viate the woes of her husband, whom her affection

had ruined. She affected to believe the sugges-
tions of his pretended hope ; she interchanged with
him assurances of better fortune ; her appearance
exhibited a calm, while her heart was torn with
anguish. She assisted him in writing letters to

former friends, the last consolation of the wretched
prisoner ; she delivered these letters with her own
hand, and underwent a thousand mortifying repulses,

the most shocking circumstances of which she con-
cealed from her husband. She performed all the

menial offices in her own little family, which was
maintained by pawning her apparel ; and both the

husband and wife, in some measure, sweetened their

cares by prattling and toying with their charming
little boy, on whom they doated with an enthusiasm
of fondness. Yet even this pleasure was mingled
with the most tender and melancholy regret. I
have seen the mother hang over him, with the most
affecting expression of this kind in her aspect,
the tears contending with the smiles upon her
countenance, while she exclaimed, ' Alas ! my poor
prisoner, little did your mother once think she

should be obliged to nurse you in a gaol.' The
captain's paternal love was dashed with impatience

;

he would snatch up the boy in a transport of grief,

press him to his breast, devour him as it were with
kisses, throw up his eyes to Heaven in the most
emphatic silence, then convey the child hastily to
his mother's arms, pull his hat over his eyes, stalk

out into the common walk, and finding himself
alone, break out into tears and lamentation.

"Ah ! little did this unhappy couple know what
further griefs awaited them ! The small-pox broke
out in the prison, and poor Tommy Clewline was
infected. As the eruption appeared unfavourable,
you may conceive the consternation with which
they were overwhelmed. Their distress was ren-
dered inconceivable by indigence ; for by this

time they were so destitute, that they could
neither pay for common attendance, nor procure
proper advice. I did on that occasion what I

thought my duty towards my fellow-creatures. I
wrote to a physician of my acquaintance, who was
humane enough to visit the poor little patient ; I
engaged a careful woman-prisoner as a nurse, and
Mr. Norton supplied them with money and neces-

saries. These helps were barely sufficient to pre-
serve them from the horrors of despair, when they
saw their little darling panting under the rage of a
loathsome pestilential malady, during the excessive
heat of the dog-days, and struggling for breath in

the noxious atmosphere of a confined cabin, where
they scarce had room to turn on the most necessary
occasions. The eager curiosity with which the
mother eyed the doctor's looks as often as he visited

the boy ; the terror and trepidation of the father,

while he desired to know his opinion ; in a word,
the whole tenor of their distress baffled all descrip-

tion.

" At length the physician, for the sake of his own
character, was obliged to be explicit ; and returning
with the captain to the common walk, told him, in

my hearing, that the child could not possibly

recover. This sentence seemed to have petrified

the unfortunate parent, who stood motionless, and
seemingly bereft of sense. I led him to my apart-

ment, where he sat a full hour in that state of stupe-

faction ; then he began to groan hideously, a shower
of tears burst from his eyes, he threw himself on
the floor, and uttered the most piteous lamentation

that ever was heard. Meanwhile, Mrs. Norton
being made acquainted with the doctor's prognostic,

visited Mrs. Clewline, and invited her to the lodge.

Her prophetic fears immediately took the alarm.
' What !

' cried she, starting up with a frantic wild-

ness in her looks, ' then our case is desperate—

I

shall lose my dear Tommy !—the poor prisoner will

be released by the hand of Heaven!—Death will

convey him to the cold grave !
' The dying inno-

cent hearing this exclamation, pronounced these

words, ' Tommy wont leave you, my dear mamma

;

if death comes to take Tommy, papa shall drive

him away with his sword.' This address deprived
the wretched mother of all resignation to the will

of Providence. She tore her hair, dashed herself

on the pavement, shrieked aloud, and was carried

off in a deplorable state of distraction.

" That same evening the lovely babe expired,

and the father grew frantic. He made an attempt

on his own life ; and being with difficulty restrained,

his agitation sunk into a kind of sullen insensi-

bility, w hich seemed to absorb all sentiment, and
gradually vulgarized his faculty of thinking. In
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order to dissipate the violence of his sorrow, he
continually shifted the scene from one company to

another, contracted abundance of low connexions,
and drowned his cares in repealed intoxication.
The unhappy lady underwent a long series of hy-
sterical fits and other complaints, which seemed to
have a fatal effect on her brain as well as consti-
tution. Cordials were administered to keep up her
spirits ; and she found it necessary to protract the
use of them to blunt the edge of grief, by over-
whelming reflection, and remove the sense of un-
easiness arising from a disorder in her stomach. In
a word, she became an habitual dram-drinker ; and
this practice exposed her to such communication
as debauched her reason, and perverted her sense
of decorum and propriety. She and her husband
gave a loose to vulgar excess, in which they were
enabled to indulge by the charity and interest
of some friends, who obtained half-pay for the
captain.

" They are now metamorphosed into the shock-
ing creatures you have seen; he into a riotous
plebeian, and she into a ragged trull. They are
both drunk every day, quarrel and fight one with
another, and often insult their fellow-prisoners.
Yet they are not wholly abandoned by virtue and
humanity. The captain is scrupulously honest in
all his dealings, and pays off his debts punctually
every quarter, as soon as he receives his half-pay.
Every prisoner in distress is welcome to share his
money while it lasts ; and his wife never fails, while
it is in her power, to relieve the wretched ; so that
their generosity, even in this miserable disguise, is

universally respected by their neighbours. Some-
times the recollection of their former rank comes
over them like a qualm, which they dispel with
brandy, and then humorously rally one another
on their mutual degeneracy. She often stops me
in the walk, and, pointing to the captain, says, ' My
husband, though he is become a blackguard gaol-
bird, must be allowed to be a handsome fellow
still.'—On the other hand, he will frequently de-
sire me to take notice of his rib, as she chances to
pass.—' Mind that draggle-tailed drunken drab,' he
will say

;
' what an antidote it is -yet, for all that,

Felton, she was a fine woman when I married her
—Poor Bess, I have been the ruin of her, that is

certain, and deserve to be d—ned for bringing her
to this pass.'

" Thus they accommodate themselves to each
other's infirmities, and pass their time not without
some taste of plebeian enjoyment—but, name their
child, they never fail to burst into tears, and still

feel a return of the most poignant sorrow."
Sir Launcelot Greaves did not hear this story

unmoved. Tom Clarke's cheeks were bedewed with
the drops of sympathy, while, with much sobbing,
he declared his opinion, that an action should lie
against the lady's father.

Captain Crowe having listened to the story with
uncommon attention, expressed his concern that an
honest seaman should be so taken in stays ; but he
imputed all his calamities to the wife. " For why ?"

said he
; "a seafaring man may have a sweetheart

in every port ; but he should steer clear of a wife,
as he w-ould avoid a quicksand.—You see, brother,
how this here Clewline lags astern in the wake of
a snivelling b—h ; otherwise he would never make
a weft in his ensign for the loss of a child—odds
heart! he could have done no more if he had
sprung a top-mast, or started a timber."

The knight declaring that he would take another
view of the prison in the afternoon, Mr. Felton in-
sisted upon his doing him the honour to drink a
dish of tea in his apartment, and Sir Launcelot ac-
cepted his invitation. Thither they accordingly
repaired, after having made another circuit of the
gaol, and the tea-things were produced by Mrs.
Felton, when she was summoned to the door, and
in a few minutes returning, communicated some-
thing in a whisper to her husband. He changed
colour, and repaired to the staircase, where he was
heard to talk aloud in an angry tone.

When he came back, he told the company he
had been teased by a very importunate beggar.
Addressing himself to our adventurer, " You took
notice," says he, " of a fine lady flaunting about out-

walk in all the frippery of the fashion. She was
lately a gay young widow that made a great figure
at the court-end of the town; she distinguished
herself by her splendid equipage, her rich liveries,
her brilliant assemblies, her numerous routs, aud
her elegant taste in dress and furniture. She is

nearly related to some of the best families in Eng-
land, and, it must be owned, mistress of many fine
accomplishments. But being deficient in true deli-
cacy, she endeavoured to hide that defect by affecta-
tion. She pretended to a thousand antipathies
which did not belong to her nature. A breast of
veal threw her into mortal agonies ; if she saw a
spider, she screamed ; and at sight of a mouse she
fainted away. She could not, without horror, be-
hold an entire joint of meat; and nothing but
fricassees and other made dishes were seen upon
her table. She caused all her floors to be lined
with green baize, that she might trip along them
with more ease and pleasure. Her footmen wore
clogs, which were deposited in the hall, and both
they and her chairmen were laid under the strongest
injunctions to avoid porter and tobacco. Her join-
ture amounted to eight hundred pounds per annum,
and she made shift to spend four times that sum.
At length it was mortgaged for nearly the entire
value; but, far from retrenching, she seemed to
increase in extravagance, until her effects were
taken in execution, and her person here deposited
in safe custody.

" When one considers the abrupt transition she
underwent from her spacious apartments to an
hovel scarce eight feet square; from sumptuous
furniture to bare benches ; from magnificence to
meanness

; from affluence to extreme poverty ; one
would imagine she must have been totally over-
whelmed by such a sudden gush of misery. But
this was not the case. She has, in fact, no delicate
feelings. She forthwith accommodated herself to
the exigency of her fortune

; yet she still affects to
keep state amidst the miseries of a gaol ; and this
affectation is truly ridiculous. She lies a-bed till

two o'clock in the afternoon. She maintains a
female attendant for the sole purpose of dressing
her person. Her cabin is the least cleanly in the
whole prison

; she has learned to eat bread and
cheese and drink porter ; but she always appears
once a-day dressed in the pink of the fashion. She
has found means to run in debt at the chandler's
shop, the baker's, and the tap-house, though there is
nothing got in this place but with ready money.
She has even borrowed small sums from divers
prisoners, who were themselves on the brink of
starving. She takes pleasure in being surrounded
with duns, observing, that by such people a person

x x
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of fashion is to be distinguished. She 'writes circu-

lar letters to her former friends and acquaintance,

and by this method has raised pretty considerable

contributions ; for she writes in a most elegant and
irresistible style. About a fortnight ago she re-

ceived a supply of twenty guineas
;
-when, instead

of paying her little gaol-debts, or -withdrawing any
part of her apparel from pawn, she laid out the

whole sum in a fashionable suit and laces ; and next

day borrow ed of me a shilling to purchase a neck
of mutton for her dinner. She seems to think her

rank in life entitles her to this kind of assistance.

She talks very pompously of her family and con-

nexions, by -whom however she has been long re-

nounced. She has no sympathy nor compassion

for the distresses of her fellow-creatures ; but she

is perfectly -well-bred ; she bears a repulse the best

of any woman I ever knew ; and her temper has

never been once ruffled since her arrival at theKing's

Bench. She now entreated me to lend her half-a-

guinea, for which she said she had the most pressing

occasion, and promised upon her honour it should

be repaid to-morrow ; but I lent a deaf ear to her

request, and told her in plain terms that her honour

was already bankrupt."

Sir Launcelot, thrusting his hand mechanically

into his pocket, pulled out a couple of guineas, and
desired Felton to accommodate her with that trifle

in his own name; but he declined the proposal, and

refused to touch the money. " God forbid," said

he, " that I should attempt to thwart your chari-

table intention ; but this, my good sir, is no object

—she has many resources. Neither should we
number the clamorous beggar among those who
really feel distress ; he is generally gorged with

bounty misapplied. The liberal hand of charity

should be extended to modest want that pines in

silence, encountering cold, nakedness, and hunger,

and every species of distress. Here you may find

the wretch of keen sensations blasted by accident

in the blossom of his fortune, shivering in the soli-

tary recess of indigence, disdaining to beg, and even

ashamed to let his misery be known. Here you

may see the parent who has known happier times,

surrounded by his tender offspring, naked and for-

lorn, demanding food, which his circumstances

cannot afford.

" That man of decent appearance and melancholy

aspect, who lifted his hat as you passed him in the

yard, is a person of unblemished character. He was

a reputable tradesman in the city, and failed through

inevitable losses. A commission of bankruptcy was

taken out against him by his sole creditor, a qua-

ker, who refused to sign his certificate. He has

lived three years in prison, with a wife and five

small children. In a little time after his commit-

ment, he had friends who offered to pay ten shil-

lings in the pound of what he owed, and to give

security for paying the remainder in three years by
instalments. The honest quaker did not charge the

bankrupt with any dishonest practices, but he re-

jected the proposal with the most mortifying indif-

ference, declaring that he did not want his money.

The mother repaired to his house, and kneeling

before him with her five lovely children, implored

mercy with tears and exclamations. He stood this

scene unmoved, and even seemed to enjoy the pros-

pect, wearing the looks of complacency, while his

heart was steeled with rancour. ' Woman,' said

he, ' these be hopeful babes, if they were duly nur-

tured. Go thy ways in peace ; I have taken my

resolution.' Her friends maintained the family for

some time ; but it is not in human charity to perse-

vere ; some of them died, some of fhem grew unfor-

tunate, some of them fell off, and now the poor man
is reduced to the extremity of indigence, from
whence he has no prospect of being retrieved. The
fourth part of what you would have bestowed upon
the lady would make this poor man and his family

sing with joy."

He had scarce pronounced these words, when
our hero desired the man might be called, and in a

few minutes he entered the apartment with a low
obeisance. " Mr. Coleby," said the knight, " I have
heard how cruelly you have been used by your
creditor, and beg 5 011 will accept this trifling pre-

sent, if it can be of any service to you in your dis-

tress." So saying, he put five guineas into his hand.

The poor man was so confounded at such an un-
looked-for acquisition, that he stood motionless and
silent, unable to thank the donor ; and Mr. Felton

conveyed him to the door, observing that his heart

was too full for utterance. But in a little time his

wife bursting into the room with her five children,

looked around, and going up to Sir Launcelot with-

out any direction, exclaimed, " This is the angel

sent by Providence to succour me and my poor in-

nocents." Then falling at his feet, she pressed his

hand and bathed it with her tears. He raised her

up with that complacency which was natural to his

disposition. He kissed all her children, who were
remarkably handsome and neatly kept, though in

homely apparel ;
and, giving her his direction, as-

sured her she might always apply to him in her

distress.

After her departure, he produced a bank-note of

twenty pounds, and would have deposited it in the

hands of Mr. Felton, to be distributed in charities

among the objects of the place ; but he desired it

might be left with Mr. Norton, who was the proper

person for managing his benevolence, and he pro-

mised to assist the deputy with his advice in laying

it out.

CHAPTER XXII.
In which Captain Crowe is sublimed into the Regions of

Astrology.

Three whole days had our adventurer prosecuted

his inquiry about the amiable Aurelia, whom he

sought in every place of public and of private en-

tertainment or resort, without obtaining the least

satisfactory intelligence, when he received one

evening, from the hands of a porter, who instantly

vanished, the following billet

:

" If you would learn the particulars of Miss Darnel's fate

fail not* to be in the fields by the Foundling Hospital, pre-

cisely at seven o'clock this evening, when you shall be met
by a person who will give you the satisfaction you desire,

together with his reason for addressing you in this myste-

rious manner."

Had this intiwation concerned any other subject,

perhaps the knight would have deliberated with

himself in what manner he should take a hint so

darkly communicated. But his eagerness to retrieve

the jewel he had lost divested him of all his caution;

the time of assignation was already at hand, and

neither the captain nor his nephew could be found

to accompany him, had he been disposed to make

use of their attendance. He therefore, after a

moment's hesitation, repaired to the place ap-

pointed, in the utmost agitation and anxiety, lest

the hour should be elapsed before his arrival.

Crowe was one of those defective spirits who
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cannot subsist for any length of time on their own
bottoms. He wanted a familiar prop, upon which
he could disburden his cares, his doubts, and his
humours

; an humble friend who would endure his
caprices, and with whom he could communicate,
free of all reserve and restraint. Though he loved
his nephew's person, and admired his parts, he con-
sidered him often as a little petulant jackanapes,
who presumed upon his superior understanding;
and as for Sir Launcelot, there was something in
his character that overawed the seaman, and kept
him at a disagreeable distance. He had, in this
dilemma, cast his eyes upon Timothy Crabshaw,
and admitted him to a considerable share of fami-
liarity and fellowship. These companions had been
employed in smoking a social pipe at an alehouse
in the neighbourhood, when the knight made his
excursion

; and returning to the house about supper-
time, found Mr. Clarke in waiting.
The young lawyer was alarmed when he heard

the hour of ten, without seeing our adventurer, who
had been used to be extremely regular in his
economy

; and the captain and he supped in pro-
found silence. Finding, upon inquiry among the
servants, that the knight went out abruptly, in con-
sequence of having received a billet, Tom began to
be visited with the apprehension of a duel, and sat
the best part of the night by his uncle, sweating
with the expectation of seeing our hero brought
home a breathless corpse. But no tidings of him
arriving, he, about two in the morning, repaired to
Ins own lodging, resolved to publish a description
of Sir Launcelot in the newspapers, if he should
not appear next day.
Crowe did not pass the time without uneasiness.

He was extremely concerned at the thought of
some mischiefhaving befallen his friend and patron

;

and he was terrified with the apprehensions, that,
in case Sir Launcelot was murdered, his spirit
might come and give him notice of his fate. Now
he had an insuperable aversion to all correspondence
with the dead

; and taking it for granted, that the
spirit of his departed friend could not appear to
him except when he should be alone, and a-bed in
the dark, he determined to pass the remainder of
the night without going to bed. For this purpose,
his first care was to visit the garret, in which
Timothy Crabshaw lay fast asleep, snoring with
his mouth wide open. Him the captain with diffi-
culty roused, by dint of promising to regale him
with a bowl of rum punch in the kitchen, where
the fire, which had been extinguished, was soon
rekindled. The ingredients were fetched from a
public house in the neighbourhood ; for the captain
was too proud to use his interest in the knight's
family, especially at these hours, when all the rest
of the servants had retired to their repose ; and he
and Timothy drank together until day-break, the
conversation turning upon hobgoblins, and God's
revenge against murder.
The cookmaid lay in a little apartment contiguous

to the kitchen
; and whether disturbed by these

horrible tales of apparitions, or titillated by the
savoury steams that issued from the punch-bowl,
she made a virtue of necessity, or appetite, and
dressing herself in the dark, suddenly appeared
before them to the no small perturbation of both.
Timothy, in particular, was so startled, that, in his
endeavours to make a hasty retreat towards the
chimney-corner, he overturned the table; the
hquor was spilt, but the bowl was saved by falling
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on a heap of ashes. Mrs. Cook having reprimanded
him for his foolish fear, declared, she had got up
betimes, in order to scour her saucepans ; and the
captain proposed to have the bowl replenished, if
materials could be procured. This difficulty was
overcome by Crabshaw ; and they sat down with
their new associate to discuss the second edition.
The knight's sudden disappearing being brought

upon the carpet, their female companion gave it as
her opinion, that nothing would be so likely to
bring this affair to light, as going to a cunning
man, whom she had lately consulted about a silver
spoon that was mislaid, and who told her all the
things that she ever did, and ever would happen to
her through the whole course of her life.

Her two companions pricked up their ears at
this intelligence ; and Crowe asked if the spoon had
been found. She answered in the affirmative ; and
said the cunning man described to a hair the person
that should be her true lover, and her wedded
husband

: that he was a sea-faring man ; that he
was pretty well stricken in years; a little passionate
or so

; and that he went with his fingers clinched
like, as it were. The captain began to sweat at
this description, and mechanically thrust his hands
into his pockets

; while Crabshaw pointing to him,
told her he believed she had got the right sow by
the ear. Crowe grumbled, that mayhap for all
that he should not be brought up by such a grap-
pling neither. Then he asked if this cunning man
dealt with the devil, declaring, in that case, he
would keep clear of him; for why? because he
must have sold himself to Old Scratch ; and being
a servant of the devil, how could he be a good
subject to his majesty? Mrs. Cook assured him,
the conjurer was a good Christian ; and that he
gamed all his knowledge by conversing with the
stars and planets. Thus satisfied, the two friends
resolved to consult him as soon as it should be
light; and being directed to the place of his habita-
tion, set out for it by seven in the morning.
They found the house forsaken, and had already

reached the end of the lane in their return, when
they were accosted by an old woman, who gave
them to understand, that if they had occasion for
the advice of a fortune-teller, as she did suppose
they had, from their stopping at the house where
Dr. Grubble lived, she would conduct them to a
person of much more eminence in that profession

;

at the same time she informed them, that the said
Grubble had been lately sent to Bridewell ; a cir-
cumstance which, with all his art, he had not been
able to foresee. The captain, without any scruple,
put himself and his companion under convoy of
this beldame, who, through many windings and
turnings, brought them to the door of a ruinous
house, standing in a blind alley; which door having
opened with a key drawn from her pocket, she intro-
duced them into a parlour, where they saw no other
furniture than a naked bench, and some frightful
figures on the bare walls, drawn or rather scrawled
with charcoal.

Here she left them locked in, until she should
give the doctor notice of their arrival ; and thev
amused themselves with decyphering these cha-
racters and hieroglyphics. The first figure that
engaged their attention was that of a man hanging
upon a gibbet, which both considered as an un-
favourable omen, and each endeavoured to avert
from his own person. Crabshaw observed, that the
figure so suspended was clothed in a sailor's jacket
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and trowsers ; a truth which the captain could not

deny, but, on the other hand, he affirmed, that the

said figure exhibited the very nose and chin of

Timothy, together with the hump on one shoulder.

A warm dispute ensued, and being maintained with

much acrimonious altercation, might have dissolved

the new-cemented friendship of those two originals,

had it not been interrupted by the old sybil, who,

coming into the parlour, intimated that the doctor

waited for them above. She likewise told them,

that he never admitted more than one at a time.

This hint occasioned a fresh contest. The captain

insisted upon Crabshaw's making sail a-head, in

order to look out afore ; but Timothy persisted in

refusing this honour, declaring he did not pretend

to lead, but he would follow, as in duty bound.

The old gentlewoman abridged the ceremony by

leading out Crabshaw with one hand, and locking

up Crowe with the other.

The former was dragged up stairs like a bear to

the stake, not without reluctance and terror, which

did not at all abate at sight of the conjurer, with

whom he was immediately shut up by 'his con-

ductress, after she had told him in a whisper, that

he must deposit a shilling in a little black coffin,

supported by a human skull and thigh-bones

crossed, on a stool covered with black baize, that

stood in one corner of the apartment. The squire

having made this offer with fear and trembling,

ventured to survey the objects around him, which

were very well calculated to augment his confusion.

He saw divers skeletons hung by the head, the

stuffed skin of a young alligator, a calf with two
heads, and several snakes suspended from the

ceiling, with the jaws of a shark, and a starved

weasel. On another funeral table he beheld two
spheres, between which lay a book open, exhibiting

outlandish characters, and mathematical diagrams.

On one side stood an ink-standish with paper; and
behind this desk appeared the conjurer himself, in

sable vestments, his head so overshadowed with

hair, that, far from contemplating his features,

Timothy could distinguish nothing but a long white

beard, which, for aught he knew, might have

belonged to a four-legged goat, as well as to a two-

legged astrologer.

This apparition, which the squire did not eye

without manifest discomposure, extending a white

wand, made certain evolutions over the head of

Timothy, and having muttered an ejaculation, com-
manded him, in a hollow tone, to come forward and

declare his name. Crabshaw, thus adjured, ad-

vanced to the altar ; and, whether from design, or

(which is more probable) from confusion, answered,
" Samuel Crowe." The conjurer taking up the

pen, and making a few scratches on the paper,

exclaimed, in a terrific accent, " How ! miscreant

!

attempt to impose upon the stars ?—you look more
like a crab than a crow, and was born under the

sign of Cancer." The squire, almost annihilated by

this exclamation, fell upon his knees, crying, " I

pray yaw, my lord conjurer's worship, pardon my
ignorance, and down't go to baind me over to the

Red Sea like—I'se a poor Yorkshire tyke, and

would no more cheat the stars, than I'd cheat my
own vather, as the saying is—a must be a good

hand at (rapping, that catches the stars a napping—-

but as your honour's worship observed, my name is

Tim Crabshaw, of the East Raiding, groom and
squair to Sir Launcelot Greaves, baron knaight, and
arrant knaight, who ran mad for a wench, as your

worship's conjuration well knoweth. The person

below is Captain Crowe ; and we coom by Margery
Cook's recommendation, to seek after my master,

who is gone away, or made away, the Lord he

knows how and where."
Here he was interrupted by the conjurer, who

exhorted him to sit down and compose himself till

he should cast a figure ; then he scrawled the

paper, and waving his wand, repeated abundance

of gibberish concerning the number, the names,

the houses, and revolutions of the planets, with

their conjunctions, oppositions, signs, circles
;
cycles,

trines, and trigons. When he perceived that this

artifice had its proper effect in disturbing the brain

of Crabshaw, he proceeded to tell him from the

stars, that his name was Crabshaw, or Crabsclaw

;

that he was born in the East Eiding of Yorkshire,

of poor, yet honest parents, and had some skill in

horses ; and that he served a gentleman whose

name began with the letter G— , which gentleman

had run mad for love, and left his family ; but

whether he would return alive or dead, the stars

had not yet determined.

Poor Timothy was thunderstruck to find the

conjurer acquainted with all these circumstances,

and begged to know if he might be so bauld as to

ax a question or two about his own fortune. The
astrologer pointing to the little coffin, our squire

understood the hint, and deposited another shilling.

The sage had recourse to his book, erected another

scheme, performed once more his airy evolutions

with the wand, and having recited another mystical

preamble, expounded the book of fate in these words.

•'You shall neither die by war nor water, by

hunger or by thirst, nor be brought to the grave

by old age or distemper ; but, let me see— ay, the

stars will have it so—you shall be—exalted—hah !

— ay, that is—hanged for horse-stealing."
—"O,

good my lord conjurer I" roared the squire, " I'd as

lief give forty shillings as be hanged."—"Peace,

sirrah !" cried the other ;
" would you contradict or

reverse the immutable decrees of fate ? Hanging is

your destiny, and hanged you shall be— and com-

fort yourself with the reflection, that as you are

not the first, so neither will you be the last to swing

on Tyburn tree." This comfortable assurance

composed the mind of Timothy, and in a great

measure reconciled him to the piediction. He now
proceeded in a whining tone, to ask whether he

should suffer for the first fact ; whether it would

be for a horse or a mare, and of what colour, that

he might know when his hour was come. The

conjurer gravely answered, that he would steal a

dappled gelding on a Wednesday, be cast at the

Old Bailey on Thursday, and suffer on a Friday ;

and he strenuously recommended it to him to ap-

pear in the cart with a nosegay in one hand, and

the Whole Duty of Man in the other. " But if in

case it should be in the winter," said the squire,

" when a nosegay can't be had ?"—" Why, then,"

replied the conjurer, " an orange will do as well."

These material points being adjusted to the

entire satisfaction of Timothy, he declared he

would bestow another shilling to know the fortune

of an old companion, who truly did not deserve so

much at his hands, but he could not help loving

him better than e'er a friend he had in the world.

So saying, he dropped a third offering in the coffin,

and desired to know the fate of his horse Gilbert.

The astrologer having again consulted his art, pro-

nounced that Gilbert would die of the staggers, and
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his carcase be given to the hounds ; a sentence
which made a much deeper impression upon Crab-
shaw's mind, than did the prediction of his own
untimely and disgraceful fate. He shed a plenteous
shower of tears, and his grief broke forth in some
passionate expressions of tenderness. At length
he told the astrologer he would go and send up the

captain, who wanted to consult him about Margery
Cook, because as how she had informed him that

Dr. Grabble had described just such another man
as the captain for her true love 5 and he had no
great stomach to the match, if so be as the stars

were not bent upon their coming together.

Accordingly the squire being dismissed by the
conjurer, descended to the parlour with a rueful

length of face, which being perceived by the cap-
tain, he demanded, " What cheer, ho ?" with some
signs of apprehension. Crabshaw making no re-

turn to this salute, he asked if the conjuror had
taken an observation, and told him any thing.

Then the other replied, he had told him more than
he desired to know. " Why, an that be the case,"

said the seaman, " I have no occasion to go aloft

this trip, brother."

This evasion would not serve his turn. Old
Tisiphone was at hand, and led him up growling
into the hall of audience, which he did not examine
without trepidation. Having been directed to the
coffin, where he presented half a crown, in hope of
rendering the fates more propitious, the usual cere-
mony was performed, and the doctor addressed
him in these words. "Approach, Raven." The
captain advancing, " You an't much mistaken,
brother," said he, "heave your eye into the bin-
nacle, and box your compass, you'll fiud I'm a
Crowe, not a Raven, thof indeed they be both fowls
of a feather, as the saying is."

—" I know it," cried

the conjuror, " thou art a northern crow,—a sea
crow ; not a crow of prey, but a crow to be preyed
upon ;—a crow to be plucked,—to be flayed,—to be
basted,— to be broiled by Margery upon the grid-

iron of matrimouy." The novice changing colour
at this denunciation, " I do understand your signals,

brother," said he, "and if it be set down in the
log-book of fate that we must grapple, why then
'ware timbers. But as I know how the land lies,

d'ye see, and the current of my inclination sets me
off, I shall haul up close to the wind, and mayhap
we shall clear Cape Margery. But howsomever, we
shall leave that reef in the fore top-sail.— I was
bound upon another voyage, d'ye see—to look and
to see, and to know if so be as how I could pick
up any intelligence along shore concerning my
friend Sir Launcelot, who slipped his cable last

night, and has lost company, d'ye see." " What !"

exclaimed the cunning man ;
" art thou a crow, and

canst not smell carrion ? If thou wouldst grieve
for Greaves, behold his naked carcase lies unburied,
to feed the kites, the crows, the gulls, the rooks,
and ravens.

—
" " What ! broach'd to ?" " Dead

as a boil'd lobster." "Odd's heart, friend, these
are the heaviest tidings I have heard these seven
long years—there must have been deadly odds
when he lowered his top-sails—smite my eyes ! I
had rather the Mufti had foundered at sea, with
myself and all my generation on board—well fare
thy soul, flower of the world ! had honest Sam
Crowe been within hail—but what signifies pala-
vering." Here the tears of unaffected sorrow
flowed plentifully down the furrows of the seaman's
cheeks:— then his grief giving way to his indig-

nation, "Hark ye, brother conjuror," said ye, "you
can spy foul weather before it comes, d—n your
eyes ! why did not you give us warning of this here
squall ? B—st my limbs ! I'll make you give an
account of this here d—ned, horrid, confounded
murder, d'ye see—mayhap you yourself was con-
cerned, d'ye see.— For my own part, brother, I put
my trust in God, and steer by the compass, and I
value not your paw-wawing and your conjuration
of a rope's end, d'ye see."

—

The conjuror was by no means pleased, either
with the matter or the manner of this address. He
therefore began to soothe the captain's choler, by
representing that he did not pretend to omniscience,
which was the attribute of God alone ; that human
art was fallible and imperfect ; and all that it could
perform, was to discover certain partial circum-
stances of any particular object to which its in-

quiries were directed. That being questioned by
the other man concerning the cause of his master's
disappearing, he had exercised his skill upon the
subject, and found reason to believe that Sir
Launcelot was assassinated ; that he should think
himself happy in being the instrument of bringing
the murderers to justice, though he foresaw they
would of themselves save him that trouble ; for they
would quarrel about dividing the spoil, and one
would give information against the other.

The prospect of this satisfaction appeased the
resentment, and, in some measure, mitigated the
grief of Captain Crowe, who took his leave with-
out much ceremony ; and being joined by Crab-
shaw, proceeded with a heavy heart to the house of
Sir Launcelot, where they found the domestics at

breakfast, without exhibiting the least symptom of
concern for their absent master. Crowe had been
wise enough to conceal from Crabshaw what he
had learned of the knight's fate. This fatal in-
telligence he reserved for the ear of his nephew
Mr. Clarke, who did not fail to attend him in the
forenoon.

As for the squire, he did nothing but ruminate
in rueful silence upon the dappled gelding, the
nosegay, and the predicted fate of Gilbert. Him
he forthwith visited in the stable, and saluted with
the kiss of peace. Then he bemoaned his fortune
with tears, and by the sound of his owu lamenta-
tion was lulled asleep among the litter.

CHAPTER XXHI.
In which the Clouds that cover the Catastrophe begin to

disperse.

We must now leave Captain Crowe and his nephew
Mr. Clarke, arguing with great vehemence about
the fatal intelligence obtained from the conjuror,
and penetrate at once the veil that concealed our
hero. Know then, reader, that Sir Launcelot
Greaves repairing to the place described in the
billet which he had received, was accosted by a
person muffled in a cloak, who began to amuse him
with a feigned story of Aurelia, to which, while he
listened with great attention, he found himself
suddenly surrounded by armed men, who seized
and pinioned down his arms, took away his sword,
and conveyed him by force into a hackney coach
provided for the purpose. In vain he expostulated
on this violence with three persons who accom-
panied him in tbe vehicle. He could not extort
one word by way of reply; and, from their
gloomy aspects, he began to be apprehensive of
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assassination. Had the carriage passed through
any frequented place, he would have endeavoured
to alarm the inhabitants, but it was already clear
of the town, and his conductors took care to avoid
all villages and inhabited houses.

After having travelled about two miles, the coach
stopped at a large iron gate, which being opened,
our adventurer was led in silence through a spa-
cious house into a tolerably decent apartment,
which he understood was intended for his bed-
chamber. In a few minutes after his arrival, he
was visited by a man of no very prepossessing
appearance, who endeavouring to smooth his coun-
tenance, which was naturally stern, welcomed our
adventurer to his house ; exhorted him to be of
good cheer, assuring him he should want for
nothing, and desired to know what he would choose
for supper.

Sir Launeelot, in answer to this civil address,
begged he would explain the nature of his confine-
ment, and the reasons for which his arms were
tied like those of the worst malefactor. The other
postponed till to-morrow the explanation he de-
manded, but in the mean time unbound his fetters,

and, as he declined eating, left him alone to his re-
pose. He took care, however, in retiring, to double
lock the door of the room, whose windows were
grated on the outside with iron.

The knight, being thus abandoned to his own
meditations, began to ruminate on the present ad-
venture with equal surprise and concern ; but the
more he revolved circumstances, the more was he
perplexed in his conjectures. According to the
state of the mind, a very subtle philosopher is often
puzzled by a very plain proposition ; and this was
the case of our adventurer.—What made the
strongest impression upon his mind, was a notion
tnat he was apprehended on suspicion of treason-
able practices, by a warrant from the secretary of
state, in consequence of some false malicious in-
formation ; and that his prison was no other than
the house of a messenger, set apart for the accom-
modation of suspected persons. In this opinion he
comforted himself by recollecting his own con-
scious innocence, and reflecting that he should be
entitled to the privilege of habeas corpus, as the act
including that inestimable jewel was happily not
suspended at this time.

Consoled by this self-assurance, he quietly re-

signed himself to slumber ; but before he fell asleep,
he was very disagreeably undeceived in his con-
jecture. His ears were all at once saluted with a
noise from the next room, conveyed in distinct
bounces against the wainscot; then a hoarse
voice exclaimed, " Bring up the artillery—let Bru-
tandorf's brigade advance—detach my black hus-
sars to ravage the country—let them be new booted
—take particular care of the spur-leathers—make
a desert of Lusatia—bombard the suburbs of Pera
—go, tell my brother Henry to pass the Elbe at
Meissen with forty battalions and fifty squadrons

—

so ho, you Major-General Dander, why don't you
finish your second parallel ?—send, hither the "en-
gineer Shittenback—I'll lay all the shoes in my
shop, the breach will be practicable in four and
twenty hours—don't tell me of your works—you
and your works be d—n'd."

—

" Assuredly," cried another voice from a differ-
ent quarter, " he that thinks to be saved by works
is in a state of utter reprobation—I myself was a
profane weaver, and trusted to the rottenness of

works—I kept my journeymen and prentices at
constant work, and my heart was set upon the
riches of this world, which was a wicked work

—

but now I have got a glimpse of the new light—

I

feel the operations of grace—I am of the new birth
—I abhor good works—I detest all working but
the working of the Spirit—avaunt, Satan—0! how
I thirst for communication with our sister Jolly."

—

" The communication is already open with the
Marche," said the first, "but as for thee, thou
caitiff, who hast presumed to disparage my works,
I'll have thee rammed into a mortar with a double
charge of powder, and thrown into the enemy's
quarters."

This dialogue operated like a train upon many
other inhabitants of the place ; one swore he was
within three vibrations of finding the longitude,
when this noise confounded his calculation—

a

second, in broken English, complained he vas dis-

torped in the moment of de proshection—a third, in

the character of his holiness, denounced interdic-
tion, excommunication, and anathemas ; and swore
by St Peter's keys, they should howl ten thousand
years in purgatory, without the benefit of a single

mass. A fourth began to halloo in all the voci-
feration of a fox-hunter in the chase ; and in an
instant the whole house was in an uproar.

The clamour, however, was of a short duration.

The different chambers being opened successively,
every individual was effectually silenced by the
sound of one cabalistical word, which was no other
than Waistcoat. A charm which at once cowed
the king of P

, dispossessed the fanatic, dumb-
founded the mathematician, dismayed the alchemist,

deposed the pope, and deprived the squire of all

utterance.

Our adventurer was no longer in doubt concern-
ing the place to which he had been conveyed ; and
the more he reflected on his situation, the more he
was overwhelmed with the most perplexing chagrin.
He could not conceive by whose means he had been
immured in a mad-house ; but he heartily repented
of his knight-errantry, as a frolic which might
have very serious consequences, with respect to his

future life and fortune. After mature deliberation,

he resolved to demean himself with the utmost
circumspection, well knowing that every violent

transport would be interpreted into an undeniable
symptom of insanity. He was not without hope of
being able to move his gaoler by a due administra-
tion of that which is generally more efficacious than
all the flowers of elocution ; but when he rose in

the morning, he found his pockets had been carefully

examined, and emptied of all his papers and cash.

The keeper entering, he inquired about these

particulars, and was given to understand, that they
were all safe deposited for his use, to be forth-

coming at a proper season. But, at present, as he
should want for nothing, he had no occasion for

money. The knight acquiesced in this declaration,

and eat his breakfast in quiet.

About eleven, he received a visit from the physi-

cian, who contemplated his looks with great solem-
nity ; and having examined his pulse, shook his

head, saying, "Well, sir, how d'ye do?—come,
don't be dejected—every thing is for the best—you
are in very good hands, sir, I assure you : and I

dare say will refuse nothing that may be thought

conducive to the recovery of your health."

"Doctor," said our hero, "if it is not an im-

proper question to ask, I should be glad to know
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your opinion of my disorder."—" Oh ! Sir, as to

that," replied the physician, " your disorder is a

—

kind of a—sir, 'tis very common in this country

—

a sort of a"—"Do you think my distemper is

madness, doctor?"—"O Lord, Sir,— not absolute

madness—no—not madness—you have heard, no
doubt, of what is called a weakness of the nerves,

sir,—though that is a very inaccurate expression

;

for this phrase, denoting a morbid excess of sensa-

tion, seems to imply that sensation itself is owing
to the loose cohesion of those material particles

which constitute the nervous substance, inasmuch
as the quantity of every effect must be proportion-

able to its cause ; now you'll please to take notice,

sir, if the case were really what these words seem
to import, all bodies, whose particles do not cohere
with too great a degree of proximity, would be
nervous ; that is, endued with sensation. Sir, I

shall order some cooling things to keep you in due
temperature ; and you'll do very well—sir, your
humble servant."

So saying, he retired, and our adventurer could
not but think it was very hard that one man should
not dare to ask the most ordinary question without
being reputed mad, while another should talk non-
sense by the hour, and yet be esteemed as an oracle.

The master of the house finding Sir Launcelot
so tame and tractable, indulged him after dinner
with a walk in a little private garden, under the
eye of a servant who followed him at a distance.

Here he was saluted by a brother prisoner, a man
seemingly turned of thirty, tall and thin, with staring

eyes, a hook-nose, and a face covered with pimples.
The usual compliments having passed, the

stranger, without further ceremony, asked him if

he would oblige him with a chew of tobacco, or
could spare him a mouthful of any sort of cordial,

declaring he had not tasted brandy since he came
to the house. The knight assured him it was not
in his power to comply with his request; and
began to ask some questions relating to tha character
of their landlord, which the stranger represented in

very unfavourable colours. He described him as a
ruffian, capable of undertaking the darkest scenes
of villany. He said his house was a repository of
the most flagrant iniquities. That it contained
fathers kidnapped by their children, wives con-
fined by their husbands, gentlemen of fortune
sequestered by their relations, and innocent persons
immured by the malice of their adversaries. He
affirmed this was his own case ; and asked if our
hero had never heard of Dick Distich, the poet and
satirist. " Ben Bullock and I," said he, " were
confident against the world in arms—did you never
see his ode to me beginning with ' Fair blooming
youth?' "We were sworn brothers, admired and
praised, and quoted each other, sir. We denounced
war against all the world, actors, authors, and
critics

; and having drawn the sword, threw away
the scabbard—we pushed through thick and thin,

hacked and hewed belter skelter, and became as
formidable to the writers of the age as the Boeotian
band of Thebes. My friend Bullock, indeed, was
once rolled in the kennel ; but soon

He vig'rous rose, and from th' effluvia strong
Imbib'd new life, and scour'd and stunk along.

Here is a satire, which I wrote in an ale-house when
I was drunk—I can prove it by the evidence of the
landlord and his wife ; I fancy you'll own I have !

some right to say with my friend Horace.

" Qui me commnrit, (melius non tangere clamo,)
Flebit, et insignia tota cantabitur urbe."

The knight, having perused the papers, declared

his opinion that the verses were tolerably good

;

but at the same time observed that the author had
reviled as ignorant dunces several persons who had
writ with reputation, and were generally allowed

to have genius. A circumstance that would detract

more from his candour than could be allowed to

his capacity.

"D—n their genius!" cried the satirist, "a pack
of impertinent rascals ! I tell you, sir, Ben Bullock

and I had determined to crush all that were not of
our own party. Besides, I said before, this piece

was written in drink." " Was you drunk too when
it was printed and published ?" " Yes, the printer

shall make affidavit that I was never otherwise

than drunk or maudlin, till my enemies, on pretence

that my brain was turned, conveyed me to this

infernal mansion—

"

" They seem to have been your best friends,"

said the knight, "and have put the most tender
interpretation on your conduct

;
for, waiving the

plea of insanity, your character must stand as that

of a man who hath some small share of genius,

without an atom of integrity. Of all those whom
Pope lashed in his Dunciad, there was not one who
did not richly deserve the imputation of dulness,

and every one of them had provoked the satirist by
a personal attack. In this respect the English poet

was much more honest than his French pattern

Boileau, who stigmatized several men of acknow-
ledged genius ; such as Quinault, Perrault, and the

celebrated Lulli ; for which reason every man of a
liberal turn must, in spite of all his poetical merit,

despise him as a rancorous knave. If this disin-

genuous conduct cannot he forgiven in a writer of
his superior genius, who will pardon it in you whose
name is not half emerged from obscurity ?"

" Hark ye, friend," replied the bard, " keep your
pardon and your counsel for those who ask it

; or,

if you will force them upon people, take one piece
of advice in return. If you don't like your present
situation, apply for a committee without delay.

They'll find you too much of a fool to have the
least tincture of madness ; and you'll be released
without further scruple. In that case I shall re-

joice in your deliverance ; you will be freed from
confinement, and I shall be happily deprived of
your conversation."

So saying, he flew off at a tangent, and our
knight could not help smiling at the peculiar

virulence of his disposition. Sir Launcelot then
endeavoured to enter into conversation with his

attendant, by asking how long Mr. Distich had
resided in the house ; but he might as well have
addressed himself to a Turkish mute. The fellow
either pretended ignorance, or refused an answer
to every question that was proposed. He would not
even disclose the name of his landlord, nor inform
him whereabouts the house was situated.

Finding himself agitated with impatience and
indignation, he returned to his apartment, and the
door being locked upon him, began to review, not
without horror, the particulars of his fate. " How
little reason," said he to himself, " have we to boast
of the blessings enjoyed by the British subject, if
he holds them on such a precarious tenure ; if a
man of rank and property may be thus kidnapped
even in the midst of the capital ; if he may be

|

seized by ruffians, insulted, robbed, and com eyed
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to such a prison as this, from which there seems to
be no possibility of escape. Should I be indulged
with pen, ink, and paper, and appeal to my rela-
tions, or to the magistrates of my country, my
letters -would be intercepted by those -who super-
intend my confinement. Should I try to alai-m the
neighbourhood, my cries would be neglected as
those of some unhappy lunatic under necessary
correction. Should I employ the force which Heaven
has lent me, I might imbrue my hands in blood,
and after all find it impossible to escape through
a number of successive doors, locks, bolts, and
sentinels. Should I endeavour to tamper with the
servant, he might discover my design, and then I
should be abridged of the little comfort I enjoy.
People may inveigh against the Bastile in France,
and the Inquisition in Portugal ; but I would ask,
if either of these be in reality so dangerous or
dreadful as a private madhouse in England, under
the direction of a ruffian ? The Bastile is a state
prison, the Inquisition is a spiritual tribunal ; but
both are under the direction of government. It
seldom, if ever, happens that a man entirely inno-
cent is confined in either

; or, if he should, he lays
his account with a legal trial before established
judges. But, in England, the most innocent person
upon earth is liable to be immured for life under
the pretext of lunacy, sequestered from his wife,
children, and friends, robbed of his fortune, de-
prived even of necessaries, and subjected to the
most brutal treatment from a low-bred barbarian,
who raises an ample fortune on the misery of his
fellow-creatures, and may, during his whole life,

practise this horrid oppression, without question or
controul."

This uncomfortable reverie was interrupted by a
very unexpected sound that seemed to issue from
the other side of a thick party-wall. It was a
strain of vocal music, more plaintive than the
widowed turtle's moan, more sweet and ravishing
than Philomel's love-warbled song. Through his
ear it instantly pierced into his heart ; for at once
he recognised it to be the voice of his adored
Aurelia. Heavens! what was the agitation of his
soul, when he made this discovery ! how did every
nerve quiver! how did his heart throb with the
most violent emotion ! he ran round the room in
distraction, foaming like a lion in the toil—then he
placed his ear close to the partition, and listened as
if his whole soul was exerted in his sense of hear-
ing. When the sound ceased to vibrate on his ear,
he threw himself on the bed ; he groaned with
anguish, he exclaimed in broken accents ; and in
all probability his heart would have burst, had not
the violence of his sorrow found vent in a flood
of tears.

These first transports were succeeded by a fit of
impatience, which had well nigh deprived him of
his senses in good earnest. His surprise at finding
his lost Aurelia in such a place, the seeming im-
possibility of relieving her, and his unspeakable
eagerness to contrive some scheme for profiting by
the interesting discovery he had made, concurred
in brewing up a second ecstasy, during which he
acted a thousand extravagancies, which it was well
for him the attendants did not observe. Perhaps
it was well for the servant that he did not enter
while the paroxysm prevailed. Had this been the
case, he might have met with the fate of Lychas,
whom Hercules in his frenzy destroyed.

Before the cloth was laid for supper, he was calm

enough to conceal the disorder of his mind. But
he complained of the headach, and desired he
might be next day visited by the physician, to
whom he resolved to explain himself "in such a
manner, as should make an impression upon him,
provided he was not altogether destitute of con-
science and humanity.

CHAPTER XXIV.
The Knot that puzzles human Wisdom, the hand of Fortune

sometimes will untie familiar as her Garter.

When the doctor made his next appearance in Sir
Launcelot's apartment, the knight addressed him in
these words ;

" Sir, the practice of medicine is one
of the most honourable professions exercised among
the sons of men ; a profession which hath been
revered at all periods, and in all nations, and even
held sacred in the most polished ages of antiquity.

The scope of it is to preserve the being, and con-
firm the health of our fellow-creatures ; of conse-
quence, to sustain the blessings of society, and
crown life with fruition. The character of a phy-
sician, therefore, not only supposes natural sagacity,

and acquired erudition, but it also implies every
delicacy of sentiment, every tenderness of nature,
and every virtue of humanity. That these qualities

are centred in you, doctor, I would willingly be-
lieve. But it will be sufficient for my purpose, that
you are possessed of common integrity. To whose
concern I am indebted for your visits, you best
know. But if you understand the art of medicine,
you must be sensible by this time, that, with respect
to me, your prescriptions are altogether unnecessary.
Come, sir, you cannot—you don't believe that my
intellects are disordered. Yet, granting me to be
really under the influence of that deplorable malady,
no person has a right to treat me as a lunatic, or to

sue out a commission, but my nearest kindred.

—

That you may not plead ignorance of my name
and family, you shall understand that I am Sir

Launcelot Greaves, of the county of York, Baronet

;

and that my nearest relation is Sir Reginald Mea-
dows, of Cheshire, the eldest son of my mother's
sister—that gentleman, I am sure, had no concern
in seducing me by false pretences under the clouds
of night into the fields, where I was surprised,

overpowered, and kidnapped by armed ruffians.

Had he really believed me insane, he would have
proceeded according to the dictates of honour,
humanity, cad the laws of his country. Situated

as I am, I have a right, by making application to

the Lord Chancellor, to be tried by a jury of honest
men. But of that right I cannot avail myself,

while I remain at the mercy of a brutal miscreant,

in whose house I am enclosed, unless you contribute

your assistance. Your assistance, therefore, I de-

mand, as you are a gentleman, a Christian, and a

fellow-subject, who, though every other motive
should be overlooked, ought to interest himself in

my case as a common concern, and concur with all

your power towards the punishment of those who
dare commit such outrages against the liberty of

your country."

The doctor seemed to be a little disconcerted;

but, after some recollection, resumed his air of
sufficiency and importance, and assured our ad-

venturer he would do him all the service in his

power ; but in the meantime advised him to take

the potion he had prescribed.

The knight's eyes lightening with indignation, "I
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am now convinced," cried he, " that you are an ac-
complice in the villainy which has been practised
upon me

; that you are a sordid wretch, without
principle or feeling, a disgrace to the faculty, and
a reproach to human nature—yes, sirrah, you are
the most perfidious of all assassins—you are the
hireling minister of the worst of all villains

;
who,

from motives even baser than malice, envy, and
revenge, rob the innocent of all the comforts of
life, brand them with the imputation of madness,
the most cruel species of slander, and wantonly
protract their misery, by leaving them in the most
shocking confinement, a prey to reflections infinitely
more bitter than death—but I will be calm—do me
justice at your peril. I demand the protection of
the legislature—if I am refused—remember a day
of reckoning will come—you and the rest of the
miscreants who have combined against me, must,
in order to cloak your treachery, have recourse to
murder,—an expedient which I believe you very
capable of embracing,—or aman ofmy rank and cha-
racter cannot be much longer concealed. Tremble,
caitiff, at the thoughts of my release—in the mean-
time, be gone, lest my just'resentment impel me to
dash your brains out upon that marble—away—

"

The honest doctor was not so firmly persuaded
of his patient's lunacy as to reject his advice, which
he made what haste he could to follow, when an
unexpected accident intervened.

That this may be properly introduced, we must
return to the knight's brace of trusty friends, Captain
Crowe and lawyer Clarke, whom we left in sorrow-
ful deliberation upon the fate of their patron.
Clarke's genius being rather more fruitful in re-
sources than that of the seaman, he suggested an
advertisement, which was accordingly inserted in
the daily papers; importing that, "Whereas a
gentleman of considerable rank and fortune had
suddenly disappeared, on such a night, from his
house near Golden Square, in consequence of a letter
delivered to him by a porter ; and there is great
reason to believe some violence hath been offered to
his life; any person capable of giving such infor-
mation as may tend to clear up this dark transac-
tion, shall, by applying to Mr. Thomas Clarke,
attorney, at his lodgings in Upper Brook Street, re-
ceive proper security for the reward of one hundred
guineas, to be paid to him upon his making the
discovery required."

The porter who delivered the letter appeared ac-
cordingly, but could give no other information, ex-
cept that it was put into his hand with a shilling, by
a man muffled up in a great-coat, who stopped him
for the purpose, in his passing through Queen Street.
It was necessary that the advertisement should pro-
duce an effect upon another person, who was no
other than the hackney-coachman who drove our
hero to the place of his imprisonment. This fellow
had been enjoined secrecy; and, indeed, bribed to
hold his tongue, by a considerable gratification,
which, it was supposed, would have been effectual,
as the man was a master coachman in good circum-
stances, and well known to the keeper of the mad-
house, by whom he had been employed on former
occasions of the same nature. Perhaps his fidelity
to his employer, reinforced by the hope of many
future jobs of that kind, might have been proof
against the offer of fifty pounds; but double that
sum was a temptation he could not resist. He no
sooner read the intimation in the L)aily Advertiser,
over his morning's pot at an ale-house, than he

entered into consultation with his own thoughts ; and
having no reason to doubt that this was the very
fare he had conveyed, he resolved to earn the re-
ward, and abstain from all such adventures in time
coming. He had the precaution, however, to take
an attorney along with him to Mr. Clarke, who en-
tered into a conditional bond

;
and, with the assist-

ance of his uncle, deposited the money , to be forth-

coming when the conditions should be fulfilled.

These previous measures being taken, the coach-
man declared what he knew, and discovered the
house in which Sir Launeelot had been immured.
He, moreover, accompanied our two adherents to a
judge's chamber, where he made oath to the truth
of his information ; and a warrant was immediately
granted to search the house of Bernard Shackle,
and set at liberty Sir Launeelot Greaves, if there
found.

Fortified with this authority, they engaged a
constable, with a formidable posse, and embarking
them in coaches, repaired with all possible expedi-
tion to the house of Mr. Shackle, who did not think
proper to dispute their claim, but admitted them,
though not without betraying evident symptoms of
consternation. One of the servants directing them,
by his master's order, to Sir Launcelot's apartment,
they hurried up stairs in a body, occasioning such a
noise as did not fail to alarm the physician, who had
just opened the door to retire, when he perceived
their irruption. Captain Crowe conjecturing he
was guilty from the confusion that appeared in
his countenance, made no scruple of seizing him by
the collar as he endeavoured to retreat ; while the
tender-hearted Tom Clarke, running up to the
knight, with his eyes brimful of joy and affection,

forgot all the forms of distant respect, and throwing
his arms round his neck, blubbered in his bosom.
Our hero did not receive this proof of his attach-

ment unmoved. He strained him in his embrace,
honouredhim with the title of his deliverer, and asked
him by what miracle he had discovered the place
of his confinement. The lawyer began to unfold
the various steps he had taken with equal minute-
ness and self-complacency, when Crowe, dragging
the doctor still by the collar, shook his old friend
by the hand, protesting he was never so overjoyed
since he got clear of a Sallee rover on the coast of
Barbary ; and that two glasses ago he would have
started all the money he had in the world in the
hold of any man who would have shown Sir Laun-
eelot safe at his moorings. The knight having
made a proper return to this sincere manifestation
of good will, desired him to dismiss that worthless
fellow, meaning the doctor; who, finding himself
released, withdrew with some precipitation.

Then our adventurer, attended by his friends,
walked off with a deliberate pace to the outward
gate, which he found open, and getting into one of
the coaches, was entertained by the way to his own
house with a detail of every measure which, had
been pursued for his release.

In his own parlour he found Mrs. Dolly Cowslip,
who had been waiting with great fear and impa-
tience for the issue of Mr. Clarke's adventure. She
now fell upon her knees, and bathed the knight's
hands with tears of joy ; while the face of this
young woman, recalling the idea of her mistress,
roused his heart to strong emotions, and stimulated
his mind to the immediate achievement he hart
already planned. As for Mr. Crabshaw he was
not the last to signify his satisfaction at his master's
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return. After having kissed the hem of his gar-

ment, he retired to the stable, where he communi-
cated these tidings to his friend Gilbert, whom he

saddled and bridled ; the same office he performed

for Bronzomarte ; then putting on his squire-like

attire and accoutrements, he mounted one, and led

the other to the knight's door, before which he

paraded, uttering, from time to time, repeated

shouts, to the no small entertainment of the popu-

lace, until he received orders to house his com-
panions. Thus commanded, he led them back to

their stalls, resumed his livery, and rejoined his

fellow-servants, who were resolved to celebrate

the day with banquets and rejoicings.

Their master's heart was not sufficiently at ease

to share in their festivity. He held a consultation

with his friends in the parlour, whom he acquainted

with the reasons he had to believe Miss Darnel was
confined in the same house which had been his

prison ; a circumstance which filled them with

equal pleasure and astonishment. Dolly in parti-

cular, weeping plentifully, conjured him to deliver

her dear lady without delay. Nothing nowremained
but to concert the plan for her deliverance. As
Aurelia had informed Dolly of her connexion with

Mrs. Kawdle, at whose house she proposed to lodge,

before she was overtaken on the road by her uncle,

this particular was now imparted to the council, and
struck a light which seemed to point out the direct

way to Miss Darnel's enlargement.

Our hero, accompanied by Mrs. Cowslip and Tom
Clarke, set out immediately for the house of Dr.

Kawdle, who happened to be abroad, but his wife

received them with great courtesy. She was a well-

bred, sensible, genteel woman, and strongly attached

to Aurelia by the ties of affection, as well as of con-

sanguinity. She no sooner learned the situation of
her cousin than she expressed the most impatient

concern for her being set at liberty, and assured Sir

Launcelot she would concur in any scheme he
should propose for that purpose. There was no
room for hesitation or choice ; he attended her im-
mediately to the judge, who, upon proper applica-

tion, issued another search-warrant for Aurelia

Darnel. The constable and his posse were again

retained, and Sir Launcelot Greaves once more
crossed the threshold of Mr. Bernard Shackle.

Nor was the search-warrant the only implement of

justice with which he had furnished himself for this

visit. In going thither they agreed upon the method
in which they should introduce themselves gradu-
ally to Miss Darnel, that her tender nature might not

be too much shocked by their sudden appearance.

AVhen they arrived at the house, therefore, and
produced their credentials, in consequence of which
a female attendant was directed to show the lady's

apartment, Mrs. Dolly first entered the chamber of

the accomplished Aurelia, who, lifting up her eyes,

screamed aloud, and flew into the arms of her faith-

ful Cowslip. Some minutes elapsed before Dolly
could make shift to exclaim—" Am coom to live

and daai with my beloved leady !" " Dear Dolly !"

cried her mistress, " I cannot express the pleasure

I have in seeing you again. Good Heaven ! what
solitary hours of keen affliction have I passed since

we parted !—but, tell me, how did you discover the

place of my retreat ?—has my uncle relented ?

—

do I owe j our coming to his indulgence ?"

Dolly answered in the negative ; and by degrees
gave her to understand that her cousin, Mrs. Kawdle,
was in the next room ; that lady immediately ap-

peared, and a very tender scene of recognition

passed between the two relations. It was she who,
in the course of conversation, perceiving that Aurelia
was perfectly composed, declared the happy tidings

of her approaching deliverance. When the other

eagerly insisted upon knowing to whose humanity
and address she was indebted for this happy turn of
fortune, her cousin declared the obligation was due
to a young gentleman of Yorkshire, called Sir

Launcelot Greaves. At mention of that name her
face was overspread with a crimson glow, and her
eyes beamed redoubled splendour. " Cousin," said

she, with a sigh, " I know not what to say—that

gentleman, Sir Launcelot Greaves, was surely born
—Lord bless me ! I tell you, cousin, he has been
my guardian angel."

Mrs. Kawdle, who had maintained a correspon-

dence with her by letters, was no stranger to the

former part of the connexion subsisting between
those two lovers, and had always favoured the pre-

tensions of our hero, without being acquainted with
his person. She now observed with a smile, that

as Aurelia esteemed the knight her guardian angel,

and he adored her as a demi- deity, nature seemed
to have intended them for each other ; for such
sublime ideas exalted them both above the sphere

of ordinary mortals. She then ventured to intimate

that he was in the house, impatient to pay his re-

spects in person. At this declaration the colour

vanished from her cheeks, which however soon

underwent a total suffusion. Her heart panted,

her bosom heaved, and her gentle frame was agi-

tated by transports rather violent than unpleasing.

She soon, however, recollected herself, and her

native serenity returned
;
when, rising from her

seat, she declared she would see him in the next

apartment, where he stood in the most tumultuous

suspense, waiting for permission to approach her

person. Here she broke in upon him, arrayed in

an elegant white undress, the emblem of her purity,

beaming forth the emanations of amazing beauty,

warmed and improved with a glow of gratitude and
affection. His heart was too big for utterance ; he
ran towards her with rapture, and throwing himself

at her feet, imprinted a most respectful kiss upon
her lily hand.—" This, divine Aurelia," cried he,

" is a foretaste of that ineffable bliss which you was
born to bestow !—Do I then live to see you smile

again ? to see you rpstored to liberty, j our mind at

ease, and your health unimpaired?" "You have
lived," said she, " to see my obligations to Sir

Launcelot Greaves accumulated in such a manner,

that a whole life spent in acknowledgment will

scarce suffice to demonstrate a due sense of his

goodness." "You greatly over-rate my services,

which have been rather the duties of common
humanity, than the efforts of a generous passion,

too noble to be thus evinced ;—but let not my un-

seasonable transports detain you a moment longer

on this detested scene—Give me leave to hand
you into the coach, and commit you to the care of

this good lady, attended by this honest young gen-

tleman, who is my particular friend." So saying,

he presented Mr. Thomas Clarke, who had the

honour to salute the fair hand of the ever amiable

Aurelia.

The ladies being safely coached under the escort

of the lawyer, Sir Launcelot assured them he

should wait on them in the evening at the house of

Dr. Kawdle, whither they immediately directed

their course. Our hero, who remained with the
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constable and his gang, inquired for Mr. Bernard
Shackle, upon whose person he intended to serve
a writ of conspiracy, over and above a prosecution
for robbery, in consequence of his having disencum-
bered the knight of his money and other effects, on
the first night of his confinement. Mr. Shackle
had discretion enough to avoid this encounter, and
even to anticipate the indictment for felony, by
directing one of his servants to restore the cash and
papers, which our adventurer accordingly received
before he quitted the house.

In the prosecution of his search after Shackle,
he chanced to enter the chamber of the bard, whom
he found in dishabille, writing at a table, with a
bandage over one eye, and his head covered with
a nightcap of baize. The knight, having made
an apology for this intrusion, desired to know if he
could be of any service to Mr. Distich, as he was
now at liberty to use the little influence he had for
the relief of his fellow-sufferers.—The poet having
eyed him for some time askance, "I told you,"
said he, "your stay in this place would be of short
duration.—I have sustained a small disaster on my
left eye, from the hands of a rascally cordwaiuer,
Mho pretends to believe himself the King ofPrussia,
and I am now in the very act of galling his majesty
with keen iambics.—If you can help me to a roll
of tobacco and a bottle of geneva, so ;—if you are
not so inclined, your humble servant, I shall share
in the joy of your deliverance."
The knight declined gratifying him in these

particulars, which he apprehended might be preju-
dicial to his health, but offered his assistance in
redressing his grievances, provided he laboured
under any cruel treatment or inconvenience. "I
comprehend the full extent of your generosity,"
replied the satirist ;

" you are willing to assist me
in every thing, except the only circumstances in
which assistance is required—God b'w'ye—If you
see Ben Bullock, tell him I wish he would not
dedicate any more of his works to me.—D—n the
fellow, he has changed his note, and begins to
snivel.—For my part, I stick to my former maxim,
defy all the world, and will die hard, even if death
should be preceded by damnation."
The knight, finding him incorrigible, left him

to the slender chance of being one day comforted
by the dram-bottle; but resolved, if possible, to
set on foot an accurate inquiry into the economy
and transactions of this private inquisition, that
ample justice might be done in favour of every
injured individual confined within its walls.

In the afternoon he did not fail to visit his Aure-
lia

; and all the protestations of their mutual passion
were once more interchanged. He now produced
the letter which had caused such fatal disquiet in
his bosom

; and Miss Darnel no sooner eyed the
paper, than she recollected it was a formal dismis-
sion, which she had intended and directed for Mr.
Sycamore. This the uncle had intercepted, and
cunningly enclosed in another cover, addressed to
Sir Launcelot Greaves, who was now astonished
beyond measure to see the mystery so easily un-
folded. The joy that now diffused itself in the
hearts of our lovers, is more easily conceived than
described

; but in order to give a stability to this
mutual satisfaction, it was necessary that Aurelia
should be secured from the tyranny of her uncle,
whose power of guardianship would not otherwise
expire for some months.

Dr. Kawdle and his lady having entered into

6S3

their deliberations on the subject, it was agreed that
Miss Darnel should have recourse to the protection
of the Lord Chancellor ; but such application was
rendered unnecessary by the unexpected arrival of
John Clump with the following letter to Mrs. Kaw-
dle from t he steward of Anthony Darnel, dated at
Aurelia's house in the country.

" Madam,— It hath pleased God to afflict Mr. Darnel with
a severe stroke of the dead palsy.—He was taken ill yester-
day, and now lies insensible, seemingly at the point of death.
Among the papers in his pocket I found the enclosed, by
which it appears that my honoured young lady, Miss Darnel
is confined in a private madhouse. I am afraid Mr. Darnel's
Tate is a just judgment of God upon him for his cruelty to
that excellent person. I need not exhort you, Madam, to
take, immediately upon the receipt of this, such measures
as will be necessary for the enlargement of my poor your,"
lady. In the mean time, I shall do the needful for the pre-
servation of her property in this place, and send you an ac-
count of any further alteration that may happen

; being very
respectfully, Madam, your most obedient humble servant,

"Ralph Mattocks."

Clump had posted up to London with this inti-
mation on the wings of love, and being covered
with clay from the heels to the eyes upwards, he
appeared in such an unfavourable light at Dr. Kaw-
dle's door, that the footman refused him admittance.
Nevertheless, he pushed him aside, and fought his
way up stairs into the dining-room, where the com-
pany was not a little astonished at such an appari-
tion. The fellow himself was no less amazed at
seeing Aurelia and his own sweetheart Mrs. Dolly
Cowslip. He forthwith fell upon his knees, and in
silence held out the letter, which was taken by the
doctor, and presented to his wife, according to the
direction. She did not fail to communicate the
contents, which were far from being unwelcome to
the individuals who composed this little society.
Mr. Clump was honoured with the approbation of
his young lady, who commended him for his zeal
and expedition

; bestowed upon him a handsome
gratuity in the mean time, and desired to see him
again when he should be properly refreshed after
the fatigue he had undergone.

Mr. Thomas Clarke being consulted on this
occasion, gave it as his opinion, that Miss Darnel
should, without delay, choose another guardian for
the few months that remained of her minority.
The opinion was confirmed by the advice of some
eminent lawyers, to whom immediate recourse was
had

; and Dr. Kawdle being the person pitched
upon for this office, the necessary forms were exe-
cuted with all possible despatch.
The first use the doctor made of his guardianship,

was to sign a power, constituting Mr. Ralph Mat-
tocks his attorney pro tempore for managing the
estate of Miss Aurelia Darnel ; and this was for-
warded to the steward by the hands of Clump, who
set out with it for the seat of Darnel-hill, though
not without a heavy heart, occasioned by some
intimation he had received concerning the connex-
ion between his dear Dolly and Mr. Clarke, the
lawyer.

CHAPTER THE LAST.
Which, it is to be hoped, will be, on more accounts than one

agreeable to the Reader.

Sir Launcelot, having vindicated the liberty
confirmed the safety, and secured the heart of his
charming Aurelia, now found leisure to unrave.
the conspiracy which had been executed against his
person

; and with that view commenced a lawsuit
against the owner of the house where he and his
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mistress had been separately confined. Mr. Shackle
was, notwithstanding all the submissions and atone-
ment which he offered to make, either in private
or in public, indicted on the statute of kidnapping,
tried, convicted, punished by a severe fine and
standing in the pillory. A judicial writ ad inqui-

rendum being executed, the prisons of his inqui-
sition were laid open, and several innocent captives
enlarged.

In the course of Shackle's trial, it appeared that
the knight's confinement was a scheme executed
by his rival Mr. Sycamore, according to the device
of his counsellor, Dawdle, who, by this contrivance,
had reconciled himself to his patron, after having
deserted him in the day of battle. Our hero was
so incensed at this discovery of Sycamore's trea-
chery and ingratitude, that he went in quest of him
immediately, to take vengeance on his person, ac-
companied by Captain Crowe, who wanted to balance
accounts with Mr. Dawdle. But those gentlemen
had wisely avoided the impending storm, by retiring
to the continent, on pretence of travelling for im-
provement.

Sir Launcelot was not now so much of a knight-
errant as to leave Aurelia to the care of Providence,
and pursue the traitors to the farthest extremities
of the earth. He practised a much more easy,
certain, and effectual method of revenge, by insti-

tuting a process against them, which, after writs of
capias, alias et pluries, had been repeated, subjected
them both to outlawry. Mr. Sycamore, and his
friend, being thus deprived of the benefit of the
law by their own neglect, would likewise have for-
feited their goods and chattels to the king, had not
they made such submissions as appeased the wrath
of Sir Launcelot, and Captain Crowe; then they
ventured to return, and, by dint of interest, ob-
tained a reversal of the outlawry. But this grace
they did not enjoy till long after our adventurer
was happily established in life.

_
While the knight waited impatiently for the ex-

piration of Aurelia's minority, and in the mean
time consoled himself with the imperfect happiness
arising from her conversation, and those indul-
gences which the most unblemished virtue could
bestow, Captain Crowe projected another plan of
vengeance against the conjurer, whose lying oracles
had cost him such a world of vexation. The truth
is, the captain began to be tired of idleness, and
undertook this adventure to keep his hand in use.
He imparted his design to Crabshaw, who had like-
wise suffered in spirit from the predictions of the
said offender, and was extremely well disposed to
assist in punishing the false prophet. He now took
it for granted that he should not be hanged for
stealing a horse ; and thought it very hard to pay-
so much money for a deceitful prophecy, which, in
all likelihood, would never be fulfilled.

Actuated by these motives, they set out together
for the house of consultation, but they found it

shut up and abandoned
; and, upon inquiry in the

neighbourhood, learned that the conjurer had moved
his quarters that very day on which the captain had
recourse to his art. This was actually the case.
He knew the fate of Sir Launcelot would soon come
to light, ,and he did not choose to wait the conse-
quence. He had other motives for decamping.
He had run a score at the public-house, which he
had no mind to discharge, and wanted to disengage
himself from his female associate, who knew too
much of his affairs to be kept at a proper distance.

All these purposes he had answered by retreating
softly, without beat of drum, while his sybil was
abroad running down prey for his devouring. He
had not, however, taken his measures so cunningly,
but that this old hag discovered his new lodgings,
and, in revenge, gave information to the publican.
This creditor took out a writ accordingly, and the
bailiff had just secured his person, as Captain
Crowe, and Timothy Crabshaw, chanced to pass by
the door in their way homewards, through an ob-
scure street, near the Seven Dials.

The conjurer having no subterfuge left, but a
great many particular reasons for avoiding an ex-
planation with the justice, like the man between
the devil and the deep sea, of two evils chose the
least ; and beckoning to the captain, called him by
his name. Crowe, thus addressed, replied with a
" Hilloah !" and looking towards the place from
whence he was hailed, at once recognized the ne-
cromancer. Without farther hesitation, he sprang
across the street, and, collaring Albumazar, ex-
claimed, " Aha ! old boy, is the wind in that cor-
ner? 1 thought we should grapple one day—now
will I bring you up by the head, though all the
devils in hell were blowing abaft the beam."
The bailiff seeing his prisoner so roughly handled

before, and at the same time assaulted behind by
Crabshaw, who cried, " Show me a liar, and I'll

show you a thief—who is to be hanged now ?" I
say, the bailiff, fearing he should loose the benefit
of his job, began to put on his contentious face,
and, declaring the doctor was his prisoner, swore
he could not surrender him without a warrant from
the lord chief justice. The whole group adjourn-
ing into the parlour, the conjurer desired to know
of Crowe whether Sir Launcelot was found. Being
answered, " Ey, ey, safe enough to see you made
fast in the bilboes, brother ;" he told the captain he
had something of consequence to communicate for
his advantage ; and proposed that Crowe and Crab-
shaw should bail the action, which lay only for a
debt of three pounds.
Crowe stormed, and Crabshaw grinned at this

modest proposal ; but when they understood that

they could only be bound for his appearance, and
reflected that they need not part with him until his

body should be surrendered unto justice, they con-
sented to give bad ; and the bond being executed,
conveyed him directly to the house of our adven-
turer.

The boisterous Crowe introduced him to Sir
Launcelot with such an abrupt unconnected detail

of his offence, as the knight could not understand
without Timothy's annotations. These were fol-

lowed by some questions put to the con jurer, who,
laying aside his black gown, and plucking off his

white beard, exhibited to the astonished spectators

the very individual countenance of the empyrical
politician Eerret, who had played our hero such a
slippery trick after the electioneering adventure.

" I perceive," said he, " you are preparing to

expostulate, and upbraid me for having given a
false information against you to the country justice.

I look upon mankind to be in a state of nature ; a
truth, which Hobbes has stumbled upon by acci-

dent. I think every man has a right to avail him-
self of his talents, even at the expense of his fellow-

creatures
; just as we see the fish, and other animals

of the creation, devouring one another. I found
the justice but one degree removed from idiotism,

and knowing that he would commit some blunder
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in the execution of his office, which would lay him
at your mercy, I contrived to make his folly the
instrument of my escape—I was dismissed without
being obliged to sign the information I had given

;

and you took ample vengeance for his tyranny and
impertinence. I came to London, where my cir-
cumstances obliged me to live in disguise. In the
character of a conjurer, I was consulted by your
follower, Crowe, and your squire, Crabshaw. I did
little or nothing but echo back the intelligence they
brought me, except prognosticating that Crabshaw
would be hanged ; a prediction to which I found
myself so irresistibly impelled, that I am persuaded
it was the real effect of inspiration. I am now
arrested for a paltry sum of money, and, moreover,
liable to be sent to Bridewell as an impostor ; let
those answer for my conduct whose cruelty and
insolence have driven me to the necessity of using
such subterfuges. I have been oppressed and per-
secuted by the government for speaking truth;
your omnipotent laws have reconciled contradic-
tions. That which is acknowledged to be truth in
fact, is construed falsehood in law ; and great reason
we have to boast of a constitution founded on the
basis of absurdity. But, waiving these remarks,
I own I am unwilling to be either imprisoned for
debt, or punished for imposture. I know how far
to depend upon generosity, and what is called bene-
volence—words to amuse the weak-minded ; I build
upon a surer bottom. I will bargain for your
assistance. It is in my power to put twelve thou-
sand pounds in the pocket of Samuel Crowe, that
there sea-ruffian, who, by his good-will, would hang
me to the yard's arm—

"

There he was interrupted by the seaman. " D—

n

your rat's eyes ! none of your—hang thee ! fish my
top-masts ! if the rope was fairly reeved, and the
tackle sound, d'ye see—" Mr. Clarke, who was
present, began to stare, while the knight assured
Ferret, that if he was really able and willing to
serve Captain Crowe in any thing essential, he
should be amply rewarded. In the mean time he
discharged the debt, and assigned him an apart-
ment in his own house. That same day Crowe, by
the advice of Sir Launcelot and his nephew entered
into conditional articles with the cynic, to allow
him the interest of fifteen hundred pounds for life,

provided by this means the captain should obtain
possession of the estate of Hobby Hole in York-
shire, which had belonged to his grandfather, and
of which he was heir of blood.

This bond being executed, Mr. Ferret discovered
that he himself was the lawful husband of Bridget
Maple, aunt to Samuel Crowe, by a clandestine
marriage

; which, however, he convinced them he
could prove by undeniable evidence. This being
the case, she, the said Bridget Maple, alias Ferret,
was a covertfemme, consequently could not transact
any deed of alienation without his concurrence

;

ergo, the docking of the entail of the estate of
Hobby Hole was illegal and of none effect. This
was a very agreeable declaration to the whole com-
pany, who did not fail to congratulate Captain
Crowe on the prospect of his being restored to his
inheritance. Tom Clarke, in particular, protested,
with tears in his eyes, that it gave him unspeakable
joy

; and his tears trickled the faster, when Crowe,
with an arch look, signified, that now he was pretty
well victualled for life, he had some thoughts of
embarking on the voyage of matrimony.

But that point of happiness to which, as the north
i

pole, the course of these adventures hath been in-
variably directed, was still unattained

j we mean,
the indissoluble union of the accomplished Sir
Launcelot Greaves and the enchanting Miss Darnel.
Our hero now discovered in his mistress a thousand
charms, which hitherto he had no opportunity to
contemplate. He found her beauty excelled by"her
good sense, and her virtue superior to both. He
found her untainted by that giddiness, vanity, and
affectation, which distinguish the fashionable fe-
males of the present age. Pie found her uninfected
by the rage for diversion and dissipation ; for noise,
tumult, gewgaws, glitter, and extravagance. He
found her not only raised by understanding and
taste far above the amusement of little vulgar
minds

; but even exalted by uncommon genius and
refined reflection, so as to relish the more sublime
enjoyments of rational pleasure. He found her
possessed of that vigour of mind which constitutes
true fortitude, and vindicates the empire of reason.
He found her heart incapable ofdisguise or dissimu-
lation

; frank, generous, and open
; susceptible of

the most tender impressions
; glowing with a keen

sense of honour, and melting with humanity. A
youth of his sensibility could not fail of being
deeply affected by such attractions. The nearer
he approached the centre of happiness, the more
did the velocity of his passion increase. Her uncle
still remained insensible as it were in the arms of
death. Time seemed to linger in its lapse, till the
knight was inflamed to the most eager degree of
impatience. He communicated his distress to Au-
relia

; he pressed her with the most pathetic re-
monstrances to abridge the torture of his suspense.
He interested Mrs. Kawdle in his behalf; and, at
length, his importunity succeeded. The banns of
marriage were regularly published, and the cere-
mony was performed in the parish church, in the
presence of Dr. Kawdle and his lady, Captain
Crowe, Lawyer Clarke, and Mrs. Dolly Cowslip.
The bride, instead of being disguised in tawdry

stuffs of gold and silver, and sweating under a har-
ness of diamonds, according to the elegant taste of
the times, appeared in a negligee of plain blue satin,
without any other jewels than her eyes, which far
outshone all that ever was produced by the mines
of Golconda. Her hair had no other extraneous
ornament than a small sprig of artificial roses ; but
the dignity of her air, the elegance of her shape,
the sweetness and sensibility of her countenance,
added to such warmth of colouring, and such ex-
quisite symmetry of features, as could not be excel-
led by human nature, attracted the eyes and excited
the admiration of all the beholders. The effect
they produced in the heart of Sir Launcelot, was
such a rapture as we cannot pretend to describe.
He made his appearance on this occasion in a white
coat and blue satin vest, both embroidered with
silver

; and all who saw him could not but own
that he alone seemed worthy to possess the lady
whom Heaven had destined for his consort. Cap-
tain Crowe had taken off a blue suit of clothes
strongly guarded with bars of broad gold-lace, in
order to honour the nuptials of his friend. He wore
upon his head a bag-wig, a la pigeon, made by an
old acquaintance in Wapping ; and to his side he
had girded a huge plate-hilted sword, which he had
bought of a recruiting Serjeant. Mr. Clarke was
dressed in pompadour, with gold buttons ; and his
lovely Dolly in a smart checked lutestring, a pre-
sent from her mistress.
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The whole company dined, by invitation, at the

house of Dr. Kawdle ; and here it was that the most
deserving lovers on the face of the earth attained

to the consummation of all earthly felicity. The
captain and his nephew had a hint to retire in due
time. Mrs. Kawdle conducted the amiable Aure-
lin, trembling, to the marriage-bed ; our hero,

glowing with a bridegroom's ardour, claimed the

husband's privilege. Hymen lighted up his brightest

torch at Virtue's lamp, and every star shed its hap-
piest influence on their heaven-directed union.

Instructions had been already despatched to pre-

pare Greavesbury-hall for the reception of its new
mistress ; and for that place the new-married couple

set out next morning, according to the plan which
had been previously concerted. Sir Launcelot and
Lady Greaves, accompanied by Mrs. Kawdle, and
attended by Dolly, travelled in their own coach,

drawn by six dappled horses. Dr. Kawdle, with
Captain Crowe, occupied the doctor's post-chariot,

provided with four bays. Mr. Clarke had the

honour to bestride the loins of Bronzomarte. Mr.
Ferret was mounted upon an old hunter ; Crabshaw
stuck close to his friend Gilbert ; and two other

horsemen completed the retinue. There was not

an aching heart in the whole cavalcade, except that

of the young lawyer, which was by turns invaded
with hot desires and chilling scruples. Though he
was fond of Dolly to distraction, his regard to

worldly reputation, and his attention to worldly-

interest, were continually raising up bars to a legal

gratification of his love. His pride was startled at

the thought of marrying the daughter of a poor
country publican ; and he moreover dreaded the

resentment of his uncle Crowe, should he take any
step of this nature without his concurrence. Many
a wishful look did he cast at Dolly, the tears stand-

ing in his eyes, and many a woful sigh did he
utter

Lady Greaves immediately perceived the situa-

tion of his heart, and, by questioning Mrs. Cowslip,

discovered a mutual passion between these lovers.

She consulted her dear knight on the subject, and
he catechised the lawyer, who pleaded guilty. The
captain being sounded as to his opinion, declared

he would be steered in that, as well as every other

course of life, by Sir Launcelot and his lady, whom
he verily revered as being of an order superior to

the ordinary race of mankind. This favourable

response being obtained from the sailor, our hero
took an opportunity on the road, one day after din-

ner, in presence of the whole company, to accost

the lawyer in these words :
—" My good friend

Clarke, I have your happiness very much at heart

—your father was an honest man, to whom my
family had manifold obligations. I have had these

many years a personal regard for yourself, derived

from your own integrity of heart and goodness of
disposition—I see you are affected, and shall be

brief—Besides this regard, I am indebted to your
friendship for the liberty—what shall I say ?—for

the inestimable happiness I now enjoy, in possessing

the most excellent—But I understand that signifi-

cant glance of my Aurelia—I will not offend, her
delicacy—The truth is, my obligation is very great,

and it is time I should evince my gratitude—If the

stewardship of my estate is worth your acceptance,

you shall have it immediately, together with the

house and farm of Cockerton in my neighbourhood.
I know you have a passion for Mrs. Dolly; and be-
lieve she loeVs upon you with the eyes of tender

prepossession— don't blush Dolly—besides your
agreeable person, which all the world must ap-

prove, you can boast of virtue, fidelity, and friend-

ship. Your attachment to Lady Greaves neither

she or I shall ever forget—if you are willing to

unite your fate with Mr. Clarke, your mistress gives

me leave to assure you she will stock the farm at

her own expense, and we will celebrate the wed-
ding at Greavesbury-hall—

"

By this time the hearts of these grateful lovers

had overflowed. Dolly was sitting on her knees,

bathing her lady's hand with her tears, and Mr.
Clarke appeared in the same attitude by Sir Launce-
lot. The uncle, almost as affected as the nephew,
by the generosity of our adventurer cried aloud,
" I pray God that you and your glorious consort

may have smooth seas and gentle gales whitherso-

ever you are bound ; as for my kinsman Tom, I'll

give him a thousand pounds to set him fairly afloat

;

and if he prove not a faithful tender to you his be-

nefactor, I hope he will founder in this world, and
be damned in that which is to come." Nothing now
was wanting to the completion of their happiness

but the consent of Dolly's mother at the Black Lion,

who they did not suppose could have any objection

to such an advantageous match for her daughter
;

but in this particular they were mistaken.

In the mean time they arrived at the village

where the knight had exercised the duties of chi-

valry ; and there he received the gratulation of Mr.
Eillet, and the attorney who had offered to bail him
before Justice Gobble. Mutual civilities having

passed, they give him to understand that Gobble
and his wife were turned Methodists. All the rest

of the prisoners whom he had delivered came to

testify their gratitude, and were hospitably enter-

tained. Next day they halted at the Black Lion,

where the good woman was overjoyed to see Dolly

so happily preferred ; but when Sir Launcelot un-

folded the proposed marriage, she interrupted him
with a scream—" Christ Jesus forbid—marry and
amen !—match with her own brother!"

At this exclamation Dolly fainted; her lover stood

with his ears erect, and his mouth wide open
;

Crowe stared, while the knight and his lady ex-

pressed equal surprise and concern. When Sir

Launcelot entreated Mrs. Cowslip to explain this

mystery, she told him, that about sixteen years ago,

Mr. Clarke, senior, had brought Dolly, then an in-

fant, to her house, when she and her late husband
lived in another part of the country ; and as she had

then been lately delivered of a child which did not

live, he hired her as a nurse to the little foundling.

He owned she was a love-begotten babe, and from
time to time paid handsomely for the board of Dolly,

who he desired might pass for her own daughter.

In his last illness, he assured her he had taken care

to provide for the child ; but since his death she had
received no account of any such provision. She
moreover informed his honour, that Mr. Clarke had

deposited in her hands a diamond ring, and a sealed

paper, never to be opened without his order, until

Dolly should be demanded in marriage by the man
she should like, and not then, except in the presence

of the clergyman of the parish. " Send for the

clergyman this instant," cried our hero, reddening,

and fixing his eyes on Dolly, " I hope all will yet

be well."

The vicar arriving, and being made acquainted

with the nature of the case, the landlady produced

the paper ; which being opened, appeared to be an
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authentic certificate, that the person commonly
known by the name of Dorothy Cowslip, was in fact
Dorothea Greaves, daughter of Jonathan Greaves,
Esq., by a young gentlewoman who had been some
years deceased.

" The remaining part of the mystery I myself
can unfold," exclaimed the knight, while he ran and
embraced the astonished Dolly as his kinswoman.
" Jonathan Greaves was my uncle, and died before
he came of age, so that he could make no settlement
on his child, the fruit of a private amour, founded
on a promise of marriage, of which this ring was a
token. Mr. Clarke, being his confidant, disposed of
the child, and at length finding his constitution de-
cay, revealed the secret to my father, who in his
will bequeathed one hundred pounds a-year to this
agreeable foundling ; but as they both died while I
was abroad, and some of the memorandums touch-
ing this transaction probably were mislaid, I never
till now could discover where or how my pretty
cousin was situated. I shall recompense the good
woman for her care and fidelity, and take pleasure
in bringing this affair to a happy issue."

The lovers were now overwhelmed with transports
of joy and gratitude, and every countenance was
lighted up with satisfaction. Eromthis place to the
habitation of Sir Launcelot, the bells were rung in
every parish, and the corporation in their formali-
ties congratulated him in every town through which
he passed. About five miles from Greavesbury hall
he was met by above five thousand persons of both
sexes and every age, dressed out in their gayest
apparel, headed by Mr. Ralph Mattocks from Dar-
nel-hill, and the rector from the knight's own pa-
rish. They were preceded by music of different
kinds, ranged under a great variety of flags and
ensigns

; and the women, as well as the men, bediz-
ened with fancy-knots and marriage favours. At
the end of the avenue, a select bevy of comely vir-
gins arrayed in white, and a separate band of choice
youths distinguished by garlands of laurel and holly
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interweaved, fell into the procession, and sung in
chorus a rustic epithalamium composed by the cu-
rate. At the gate they were received by the vene-
rable housekeeper, Mrs. Oakley, whose features
were so brightened by the occasion, that with the
first glance she made a conquest of the heart of
Captain Crowe ; and this connexion was improved
afterwards into a legal conjunction.
Meanwhile the houses of Greavesburyhall and

Darnel-hill were set open for the entertainment of
all comers, and both echoed with the sounds of fes-
tivity. After the ceremony of giving and receiving
visits had been performed by Sir Launcelot Greaves
and his lady, Mr. Clarke was honoured with the
hand of the agreeable Miss Dolly Greaves ; and
the captain was put in possession of his paternal
estate. The perfect and uninterrupted felioity of
the knight and his endearing consort, diffused itself

through the whole adjacent country, as far as their
example and influence could extend. They were
admired, esteemed, and applauded by every person
of taste, sentiment, and benevolence ; at the same
time beloved, revered, and almost adored by the
common people, among whom they suffered not the
merciless hand of indigence or misery to seize one
single sacrifice.

Ferret, at first, seemed to enjoy his easy circum-
stances

; but the novelty of this situation soon wore
off, and all his misanthropy returned. He could not
bear to see his fellow-creatures happy around him,
and signified his disgust to Sir Launcelot, declaring
his intention of returning to the metropolis, where
he knew there would be always food sufficient for
the ravenous appetite of his spleen. Before he
departed, the knight made him partake of his bounty,
though he could not make him taste of his happ'i-
ness, which soon received a considerable addition
in the birth of a son, destined to be the heir and
representative of two worthy families, whose mu-
tual animosity the union of his parents had so hap-
pily extinguished.

TRAVELS THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY,
CONTAINING OBSERVATIONS ON

CHARACTER, CUSTOMS, RELIGION, GOVERNMENT, POLICE, COMMERCE, ARTS, AND ANTIQUITIES.
WITH

A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE TOWN, TERRITORY, AND CLIMATE OF NICE : TO WHICH IS ADDEA REGISTER OF THE WEATHER, KEPT DURING A RESIDENCE OF EIGHTEEN MONTHS IN THAT CITY.

Ut homo qui erranti comiter monstrat viam,
Quasi lumen de suo lumine aceendat, facit

:

Nihil ominus ipsi luceat, cum illi accenderit.—Ennius.

LETTER THE FIRST.

Boulogne sur-Mer, June 23, 17G3.

Dear Sir,—You laid your commands upon me at
parting, to communicate from time to time the ob-
servations I should make in the course ofmy travels,
and it was an injunction I received with pleasure.
In gratifying your curiosity, I shall find some
amusement to beguile the tedious hours, which,
without some such employment, would be rendered
insupportable by distemper and disquiet.
You knew, and pitied my situation, traduced by

nu'.lce, persecuted by faction, abandoned by false

patrons, and overwhelmed by the sense of a domes-
tic calamity, which it was not in the power of
fortune to repair.

You know with what eagerness I fled from my
country as a scene of illiberal dispute, and incredible
infatuation, where a few worthies incendiaries had,
by dint of perfidious calumnies and atrocious abuse'
kindled up a flame which threatened all the horrors
of civil dissension.

I packed up my little family in a hired coach,
and attended by my trusty servant, who had lived
with me a dozen of years, and now refused to leave
me, took the road to Dover, in my way to the South
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of France, -where I hoped the mildness of the climate

•would prove favourable to the weak state ofmy lungs.

You advised me to have recourse again to the

Bath -waters, from the use of -which I had received

great benefit the preceding -winter: but I had many
inducements to leave England. My -wife earnestly

begged I -would convey her from a country -where

every object served to nourish her grief. I -was in

hopes that a succession of new scenes -would engage

her attention, and gradually call off her mind from

a series of painful reflections ; and I imagined the

change of air, and a journey of near a thousand

miles, -would have a happy effect upon my own con-

stitution. But as the summer was already advanced,

and the heat too excessive for travelling in -warm

climates, I proposed staying at Boulogne till the

beginning of autumn, and in the mean time to bathe

in the sea, -with a view to strengthen and prepare

my body for the fatigues of such a long journey.

A man -who travels with a family of five persons,

must lay his account with anumberof mortifications;

and some of these I have already happily overcome.

Though I was well acquainted with the road to

Dover, and made allowances accordingly, I could

not help being chagrined at the bad accommodation

and impudent imposition to which I was exposed.

These I found the more disagreeable, as we were

detained a day extraordinary on the road, in con-

sequence of my wife's being indisposed.

I need not tell you this is the worst road in

England, with respect to the conveniences of tra-

velling, and must certainly impress foreigners with

an unfavourable opinion of the nation in general.

The chambers are in general cold and comfortless,

the beds paltry, the cookery execrable, the wine

poison, the attendance bad, the publicans insolent,

and the bills extortion ; there is not a drop of toler-

able malt liquor to be had from London to Dover.

Every landlord and every waiter harangued upon

the knavery of a publican "in Canterbury, who had

charged the French ambassador forty pounds for a

supper that was not worth forty shillings. They

talked much of honesty and conscience ; but when

they produced their own bills, they appeared to be

all of the same family and complexion. If it was

a reproach upon the English nation, that an inn-

keeper should pillage strangers at that rate ; it is a

greater scandal, that the same fellow should be able

to keep his house still open. I own, I think it

would be for the honour of the kingdom to reform

the abuses of this road ; and in particular to improve

the avenue to London by the way of Kent-street,

which is a most disgraceful entrance to such an

opulent city. A foreigner, in passing through this

beo-o-arly and ruinous suburb, conceives such an

idea
3

of misery and meanness, as all the wealth

and magnificence of London and Westminster are

afterwards unable to destroy. A friend of mine,

who brought a Parisian from Dover in his own
post-chaise, contrived to enter Southwark after it

was dark, that his friend might not perceive the

nakedness of this quarter. This stranger was much

pleased with the great number of shops full of

merchandise, lighted up to the best advantage.

He was astonished at the display of riches in

Lombard-street and Cheapside. The badness of

the pavement made him find the streets twice as

long as they were. They alighted in Upper Brook-

street by fcrosvenor- square; and when his con-

ductor told him they were then about the mildle of

London, the Frenchman declared, with marks of

infinite surprise, that London was very near as

long as Paris.

On my arrival at Dover, I paid off my coachman,

who went away with a heavy heart. He wanted

much to cross the sea, and endeavoured to persuade

me to carry the coach and horses to the other side.

If I had been resolved to set out immediately for the

south, perhaps I should have taken his advice.

If I had retained him at the rate of twenty guineas

per month, which was the price he demanded, and

begun my journey without hesitation, I should

travel more agreeably than I can expect to do in

the carriages of this country ; and the difference of

the expense would be a mere trifle. I would advise

every man who travels through France to bring his

own vehicle along with him, or at least to purchase

one at Calais or Boulogne, where second-hand

berlins and chaises may be generally had at reason-

able rates. I have been offered a very good berlin

for thirty guineas ; but before I make "the purchase,

I must be better informed touching the different

methods of travelling in this country.

Dover is commonly termed a den of thieves

;

and I am afraid it is not altogether without reason

it has acquired this appellation. The people are

said to live by piracy in time of war ; and by

smuggling and "fleecing strangers in time of peace ;

but I will do them the justice to say, they make no

distinction between foreigners and natives. With-

out all doubt a man cannot be much worse lodged

and worse treated in any part of Europe ; nor will

he in any other place meet with more flagrant in-

stances of fraud, imposition, and brutality. One
would imagine they had formed a general con-

spiracy against all those who either go to or return

from the continent. About five years ago, in my
passage from Flushing to Dover, the master of the

packet-boat brought to all of a sudden off the South

Foreland, although the wind was as favourable as it

could blow. He was immediately boarded by a

customhouse beat, the olficer of which appeared to

be his friend. He then gave the passengers to

understand, that as it was low water, the ship could

not go into the harbour ; but that the boat would

carry them ashore with their baggage.

The customhouse officer demanded a guinea for

this service, and the bargain was made. Before we
quitted the ship, we were obliged to gratify the

cabin-boy for his attendance, and to give drink

money to the sailors. The boat was run aground

on the open beach, but we could not get ashore

without the assistance of three or four fellows, who
insisted upon being paid for their trouble. Every

parcel and bundle, as it was landed, was snatched

up by a separate porter ; one ran away with a hat-

box, another with a wig-box, a third with a couple

of shirts tied up in a handkerchief, and two were

emploved in carrying a small portmanteau that did

not weigh forty pounds. All our things were

hurried to the customhouse to be searched, and the

searcher was paid for disordering our clothes ; from

thence they were removed to the inn, where the

porters demanded half-a-crown each for their labour.

It was in vain to expostulate, they surrounded the

house like a pack of hungry hounds, and raised

such a clamour that we were fain to comply. After

we had undergone all this imposition, we were

visited by the master of the packet, who, having

taken our fares, and wished us joy of our happy

arrival in England, expressed his hope that we

would remember the poor master, whose wages
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were very small, and who chiefly depended upon
the generosity of the passengers. I own I was
shocked at his meanness, and could not help telling

him so. I told him I could not conceive what title

he had to any such gratification ; he had sixteen
passengers, who paid a guinea each, on the suppo-
sition that every person should have a bed, but
there were no more than eight beds in the cabin,
and each of these was occupied before I came on
board, so that if we had been detained at sea a
whole week by contrary winds and bad weather,
one half of the passengers must have slept upon
the boards, howsoever their health might have suf-
fered from this want of accommodation. Notwith-
standing this check, he was so very abject and
importunate that we gave him a crown a-piece, and
he retired.

The first thing I did when I arrived at Dover
this last time, was to send for the master of a
packet-boat, and agree with him to carry us to

Boulogne at once, by which means I saved the ex-
pense of travelling by land from Calais to this last

place, a journey of four-and-twenty miles. The
hire of a vessel from Dover to Boulogne is precisely
the same as from Dover to Calais, five guineas ; but
this skipper demanded eight, and as I did not know
the fare, I agreed to give him six. We embarked
between six and seven in the evening, and found
ourselves in a most wretched hovel, on board what
is called a Folkstone cutter. The cabin was so
small that a dog coidd hardly turn in it, and the
beds put me in mind of the holes described in some
catacombs, in which the bodies of the dead were
deposited, being thrust in with the feet foremost;
there was no getting into them but endways, and
indeed they seemed so dirty, that nothing but ex-
treme necessity could have obliged me to use them.
We sat up all night in a most uncomfortable situ-

ation, tossed about by the sea, cold, and cramped,
and weary, and languishing for want of sleep. At
three in the morning the master came down, and
told us we were j ust off the harbour of Boulogne, but
the wind blowing off shore, he could not possibly
enter, and therefore advised us to go ashore in the
boat. I went upon deck to view the coast, when
he pointed to the place where he said Boulogne
stood, declaring at the same time we were within a
short mile of the harbour's mouth. The morning
was cold and raw, and I knew myself extremely
subject to catch cold, nevertheless, we were all so
impatient to get ashore that I resolved to take his
advice. The boat was already hoisted out, and we
went on board of it after I had paid the captain
and gratified his crew. We had scarce parted from
the ship when we perceived a boat coming towards
us from the shore, and the master gave us to under-
stand it was coming to carry us into the harbour.
AVhen I objected to the trouble of shifting from
one boat to another in the open sea, which, by the
by, was a little rough, he said it was a privilege
which the watermen of Boulogne had to carry all

passengers ashore, and that this privilege he durst
not venture to infringe. This was no time nor
place to remonstrate. The French boat came
alongside, half filled with water, and we were
handed from the one to the other. We were then
obliged to lie upon our oars till the captain's boat
went on board, and returned from the ship with a
packet of letters. We were afterwards rowed a
long league in a rough sea, against wind and tide,
before we reached the harbour, where we landed,

benumbed with cold, and the women excessively
sick ; from our landing-place we were obliged to
walk very near a mile to the inn where we purposed
to lodge, attended by six or seven men and women,
bare-legged, carrying our baggage. This boat cost
me a guinea, besides paying exorbitantly the people
who carried our things, so that the inhabitants of
Dover and Boulogne seem to be of the same kidney,
and indeed they understand one another perfectly

well. It was our honest captain who made the
signal for the shore-boat before I went upon deck,
by which means he not only gratified his friends,

the watermen of Boulogne, but also saved about
fifteen shillings portage, which he must have paid
had he gone into the harbour, and thus he found
himself at liberty to return to Dover, which he
reached in four hours. I mention these circum-
stances as a warning to other passengers. When a
man hires a packet-boat from Dover to Calais or
Boulogne, let him remember that the stated price is

five guineas, and let him insist upon being carried
into the harbour in the ship, without paying the
least regard to the representations of the master,
who is generally a little dirty knave. When he
tells you it is low water, or the wind is in your
teeth, you may say you will stay on board till it is

high water, or till the wind comes favourable. If
he sees you are resolute, he will find means to bring
his ship into the harbour, or at least to convince
you, without a possibility of your being deceived,
that it is not in his power. After all, the fellow
himself was a loser by his finesse : if he had gone
into the harbour he would have had another fare
immediately back to Dover, for there was a Scotch
gentleman at the inn waiting for such an oppor-
tunity.

Knowing my own weak constitution, I took it

for granted this morning's adventure would cost
me a fit of illness ; and what added to my chagrin,
when we arrived at the inn all the beds were occu-
pied, so that we were obliged to sit in a cold kitchen
above two hours, until some of the lodgers should
get up. This was such a bad specimen of French
accommodation, that my wife coidd not help re-
gretting even the inns of Rochester, Sittingbourne,
and Canterbury ; bad as they are, they certainly
have the advantage, when compared with the"
execrable auberges of this country, where one
finds nothing but dirt and imposition. One would
imagine the French were still at war with the
English, for they pillage them without mercy.
Among the strangers at this inn where we lodged,

there was a gentleman of the faculty, just returned
from Italy. Understanding that I intended to
winter in the south of France, on account
of a pulmonic disorder, he strongly recommended
the climate of Nice, in Provence, which indeed
I had often heard extolled ; and I am almost
resolved to go thither, not only for the sake of the
air, but also for its situation on the Mediterranean,
where I can have the benefit of bathing ; and from
whence there is a short cut by sea to Italy, should
I find it necessary to try the air of Naples.

After having been ill accommodated three days
at our inn, we have at last found commodious
lodgings, by means of Mrs. B , a very agreeable
French lady, to whom we were recommended by
her husband, who is my countryman, and at pre-
sent resident in London. For three guineas a
month we have the greatest part of a house toler-
ably furnished

; four bed-chambers on the first

Y T



690 TRAVELS THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY.

floor, a large parlour below, a kitchen, and the use

of a cellar.

These, I own, are frivolous incidents, scarce

worth committing to paper ; but they may serve to

introduce observations of more consequence ; and

m the mean time I know nothing will be indifferent

to you, that concerns Your humble servant.

LETTER THE SECOND.
Boulogne-sur-Mer, July, 1763.

Dear Sir—The custom-house officers at Boulogne,

Ihouo-h as alert, are rather more civil than those

on your side of the water. I brought no plate

nlono- with me, but a dozen and a half of spoons,

and a dozen teaspoons. The first being found in

one of our portmanteaus, when they were examined

at the bureau, cost me seventeen livres entree.

The others being luckily in my servant's pocket,

escaped duty free. All wrought silver imported

into France "pays at the rate of so much per mark :

therefore those who have any quantity of plate will

do well to leave it behind them, unless they can

confide in the dexterity of the shipmasters ; some

of whom will undertake to land it without the

ceremony of examination. The ordonances of

France are so unfavourable to strangers, that they

oblige them to pay at the rate of five per cent, for

all the bed and table linen which they bring into

the kingdom, even though it has been used. When
my trunks arrived in a ship from the river Thames,

I underwent this ordeal. But what gives me more

vexation, my books have been stopped at the

bureau ; and will be sent to Amiens at my expense,

to be examined by the chambre syndicate ; lest they

should contain something prejudicial to the state,

or to the religion of the country. This is a species

of oppression which one would not expect to meet

with in France, which piques itself on its politeness

and hospitality. But the truth is, I know no country

in which strangers are worse treated, with respect

to their essential concerns. If a foreigner dies in

France, the king seizes all his effects, even though

his heir should be upon the spot ; and this tyranny

is called the droit d'aubaine, founded at first upon

the supposition, that all the estate of foreigners

residing in France was acquired in that kingdom,

and that therefore it would be unjust to convey it

to another country. If an English Protestant goes

to France for the benefit of his health, attended hy

his wife, or his son, or both, and dies with effects in

the house to the amount of a thousand guineas, the

king seizes the whole, the family is left destitute,

and the bodv of the deceased is denied christian

burial. The Swiss, by capitulation, are exempted

from this despotism, and so are the Scots, in conse-

quence of an ancient alliance between the two

natious. The same droit d'aubaine is exacted by

some of the princes in Germany. But it is a great

discouragement to commerce, and prejudices every

country where it is exercised, to ten times the

value of what it brings into the coffers of the

sovereign.

I am exceedingly mortified at the detention of

my books, which not only deprives me of an

amusement which I can very ill dispense with, but

in all probability will expose me to sundry other

inconveniences.
"

I must be at the expense of

sending them sixty miles to be examined, and run

the risk of their being condemned ; and, in the

mean time, I may lose the opportunity of sending

them with my heavy baggage by sea to Bordeaux, to

be sent up the Garonne to Thoulouse, and from
thence transmitted through the canal of Larguedoc
to Cette, which is a seaport on the Mediterranean,

about three or four leagues from Montpellier.

For the recovery of my books, I had recourse to

the advice of my landlord, Monsieur B . He
is a handsome young fellow, about twenty-five

years of age, and keeps house with two maiden
sisters, who are professed devotees. The brother

is a little libertine, good-natured and obliging ; but

a true Frenchman in vanity, which is undoubtedly

the ruling passion of this volatile people. He has

an inconsiderable place under the government, in

consequence of which he is permitted to wear a

sword, a privilege which he does not fail to use.

He is likewise receiver of the tithes of the clergy

in this district, an office that gives him a command
of money, and he moreover deals in the wine trade.

When I came to his house, he made a parade of all

these advantages ; he displayed his bags of money,
and some old gold which his father had left him.

He described his chateau in the country, dropped

hints of the fortunes that were settled upon made-

moiselles his sisters, boasted of his connexions at

court, and assured me it was not for my money
that he let his lodgings, but altogether with a view

to enjoy the pleasure of my company. The truth,

when stripped of all embellishments, is this. The
Sieur B is the son of an honest burgeois lately

dead, who left him the house, with some stock in

trade, a little money, and a paltry farm ; his sisters

have about three thousand livres (not quite 140/.)

a piece ; the brother's places are worth about fifty

pounds a year ; and his connexions at court are

confined to a commis, or clerk in the secretary's

office, with whom he corresponds by virtue of his

employment. My landlord piques himself upon

his gallantry and success with the fair sex. He
keeps nfille de joye, and makes no secret of his

amours. He told Miss C the other day, in

broken English, that, in the course of the last year,

he had made six bastards. He owned, at the same

time, he had sent them all to the Hospital ; but,

now his father is dead, he would himself take

care of his future productions. This, however,

was no better than a gasconade. Yesterday the

house was in a hot alarm, on account of a new

windfall of this kind ; the sisters were in tears

;

the brother was visited by the cure of the parish ;

the lady in the straw (a sempstress) sent him the

bantling in a basket, and he transmitted it by the

carriers to the Enfans trouves at Paris.

But to return from this digression. Mr. B
advised me to send a requete or petition to the chan-

cellor of France, that I might obtain an order to

have my books examined on the spot, by the pre-

sident of Boulogne, or the procureur du roy, or the

sub-delegate of the mtendauce. He recommended

an avocat of his acquaintance, to draw up the me-

moire, and introduced him accordingly ; telling me
at the same time, in private, that if he was not a

drunkard, he would be at the head of his profession.

He had, indeed, all the outward signs of a sot ;
a

sleepy eye, a rubicund face, and carbuncled nose.

He seemed to be out at elbows, had marvellous foul

linen, and his breeches were not very sound ;
but

he assumed an air of importance, was very cour-

teous, and very solemn. I asked him, if he did not

sometimes divert himself with the muse ? He

smiled, and promised, in a whisper, to show me

some chansonnettcs de sa /aeon. Meanwhile he
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composed the requcte in my name, which was very-

pompous, very tedious, and very abject. Such a

style might, perhaps, be necessary in a native of

France ; but I did not think it was at all suitable

to a subject of Great Britain. I thanked him for

the trouble he had taken, as he would receive no
other gratification ; but when my landlord proposed

to send the viemoiie to his correspondent at Paris,

to be delivered to the chancellor, I told him I had
changed my mind, and would apply to the English

ambassador. I have accordingly taken the liberty

to address myself to the Earl of H ; and, at

the same time, I have presumed to write to the

Duchess of D , who is now at Faris, to entreat

her grace's advice and interposition. What effect

these applications may have, I know not ; but the

Sieur B shakes his head, and has told my
servant in confidence, that I am mistaken, if I think

the English ambassador is as great a man at Faris

as the chancellor of France.

I ought to make an apology for troubling you
with such an unentertaining detail, and consider

that the detention of my books must be a matter of

very little consequence to any body, but to

Your affectionate humble servant.

LETTER THE THIRD.
Boulogne, August 15, 1763.

Sir,—I am much obliged to you for your kind in-

quiries after my health, which has been lately in a

very declining condition. In consequence of a cold,

caught a few days after my arrival in France, I was
seized with a violent cough, attended with a fever,

and stitches in my breast, which tormented me all

night long without ceasing. At the same time I

had a great discharge by expectoration, and such a

dejection of spirits as I never felt before. In this

situation, I took a step which may appear to have

been desperate. I knew there was no imposthume
in my lungs, and I supposed the stitches were
spasmodical. I was sensible that ail my complaints

were originally derived from relaxation. I there-

fore hired a chaise, and going to the beach, about

a league from the town, plunged into the sea with-

out hesitation. By this desperate remedy, I got a

fresh cold in my head ; but my stitches and fever

vanished the very first day ; and by a daily repeti-

tion of the bath, I have diminished my cough,

strengthened my body, and recovered my spirits.

I believe I should have tried the same experiment,

even if there had been an abscess in my lungs,

though such practice would have been contrary to

all the rules of medicine. But I am not one of

those who implicitly believe in all the dogmata of

physic. I saw one of the guides at Bath, the

stoutest fellow amongst them, who recovered from
the last stage of a consumption, by going into the

king's bath, contrary to the express injunction of

his doctor. He said, if he must die, the sooner the

better, as he had nothing left for his subsistence.

Instead of immediate death, he found instant ease,

and continued mending every day, till his health

was entirely re-established. I myself drank the

waters at Bath, and bathed, in diametrical opposi-

tion to the opinion of some physicians there settled,

and found myself better every day, notwithstanding

their unfavourable prognostic. If I had been of

the rigid fibre, full of blood, subject to inflamma-.

tion, I should have followed a different course.

Our acquaintance, Dr. C , while he actually

spit up matter, and rode out every day for his life,

led his horse to water, at the pond in Hyde Fark,
one cold frosty morning; and the beast, which
happened to be of a hot constitution, plunged him-
self and his master over head and ears in the water.

The poor doctor hastened home, half dead with
fear, and was put to bed in the apprehension of a
new imposthume ; instead of which, he found him-
self exceedingly recruited in his spirits, and his

appetite much mended. I advised him to take the

hint, and go into the cold bath every morning ; but

he did not choose to run any risk. How cold water
comes to be such a bugbear, I know not. If I am
not mistaken, Hippocrates recommends immersion
in cold water for the gout ; and Celsus expressly
says, In orimi tussi utilis est natatio.

I have conversed with a physician of this place,

a sensible man, who assured me he was reduced to

mere skin and bone by a cough and hectic fever,

when he ordered a bath to be made in his own
house, and dipped himself in cold water every
morning. He at the same time left off drinking and
swallowing any liquid that was warm. He is now
strong and lusty, and even in winter has no other
cover than a single sheet. His notions about the
warm drink were a little whimsical. He imagined
it relaxed the tone of the stomach ; and this would
undoubtedly be the case, if it was drank in large

quantities warmer than the natural temperature of
the blood. He alleged the example of the inha-

bitants of the Ladrone Islands, who never taste any
thing that is not cold, and are remarkably healthy.

But to balance this argument, I mentioned the

Chinese, who scarce drink any thing but warm tea;

and the Laplanders, who drink nothing but warm
water

; yet the people of both these nations are

remarkably strong, healthy, and long-lived.

You desire to know the fate of my books. My
Lord H—d is not yet come to France ; but my
letter was transmitted to him from Faris ; and his

lordship, with that generous humanity which is

peculiar to his character, has done me the honour
to assure me, under his own hand, that he has
directed Mr. N—lie, our resident at Faris, to apply
for an order that my books may be restored.

I have met with another piece of good fortune,

in being introduced to General Paterson and his

lady, in their way to England from Nice, where
the general has been many years commandant for

the king of Sardinia. You must have heard of
this gentleman, who has not only eminently distin-

guished himself by his courage and conduct as an
officer, hut also by his probity and humanity in

the exercise of his office, and by his remarkable
hospitality to all strangers, especially the subjects

of Great Britain, whose occasions called them to

the place where he commanded. Being pretty far

advanced in years, he begged leave to resign, that

he might spend the evening of his days in his own
country ; and his Sardinian majesty granted his

request with regret, after having honoured him
with very particular marks of approbation and
esteem. The general talks so favourably of tlie

climate of Nice, with respect to disorders of the
breast, that. I am now determined to go thither. It

would: have been happy for me, had he continued
in his governmeut. I think myself still very fortu-

nate, Ln having obtained of him a letter of recom-
mendation to the English consul at Nice, together
with directions how to travel through the south of
France. I propose to begin my journey some time
next month, when the weather will be temperate to
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the southward ; and in the wine countries I shall have
the pleasure of seeing the vintage, which is always
a season of festivity among all ranks of people.

You have been very much misinformed by the
person who compared Boulogne to Wapping. He
did a manifest injustice to this place, which is a
large agreeable town, with broad open streets, ex-
cellently paved ; and the houses are of stone, well

built and commodious. The number of inhabitants

may amount to sixteen thousand. You know this

was generally supposed to be the Tortus Jtius, and
Gessoriacum of the ancients ; though it is now
believed that the Portus Itius, from whence Caesar

sailed to Britain, is a place called Whitestmd, about
half way between this place and Calais. Boulogne
is the capital of the Boulonnois, a district extending
about twelve leagues, ruled by a governor inde-

pendent of the governor of Picardy ; of which
province, however, this country forms a part. The
present governor is the Due d'Aumont. The town
of Boulogne is the see of a bishop, suffragan of
Bheims, whose revenue amounts to about four and
twenty thousand livres, or one thousand pounds
sterling. It is also the seat of a seneschal's court,

from whence an appeal lies to the parliament of
Paris ; and thither all condemned criminals are
sent, to have their sentence confirmed or reversed.

Here is likewise a bailiwick, and a court of ad-
miralty. The military jurisdiction of the city

belongs to a commandant appointed by the king, a
sort of sinecure bestowed upon some old officer.

His appointments are very inconsiderable. He
resides in the Upper Town, and his garrison at

present consists of a few hundreds of invalids.

Boulogne is divided into the Upper and Lower
Towns. The former is a kind of citadel, about a
short mile in circumference, situated on a rising

ground, surrounded by a high wall and rampart,
planted with rows of trees, which form a delightful

walk. It commands a fine view of the country and
Lower Town ; and in clear weather, the coast of
England, from Dover to Folkstone, appears so
plain, that one would imagine it was within four or
five leagues of the French shore. The Upper
Town was formerly fortified with outworks, which
are now in ruins. Here is a square, a town-house,
the cathedral, and two or three convents of nuns

;

in one of which there are several English girls,

sent hither for their education. The smallness of
the expense encourages parents to send their chil-

dren abroad to these seminaries, where they learn

scarce any thing that is useful, but the French
language ; but they never fail to imbibe prejudices

against the Protestant religion, and generally return
enthusiastic converts to the religion of Rome. This
conversion always generates a contempt for, and
often an aversion to their own country. Indeed it

cannot reasonably be expected, that people of weak
minds, addicted to superstition, should either love
or esteem those whom they are taught to consider
as reprobated heretics. Ten pounds a-year is the
usual pension in these convents ; but I have been
informed by a French lady, who had her education
in one of them, that nothing can be more wretched
than their entertainment.

The civil magistracy of Boulogne consists of a
mayor and echevins ; and this is the case in almost
all the towns of France.
The Lower Town is continued from the gate of

the Upper Town, don-n the slope of a hill, as far as
the harbour, stretching on both sides to a large

extent, and is much more considerable than the
Upper, with respect to the beauty of the streets,

the convenience of the houses, and the number
and wealth of the inhabitants. These, however,
are all merchants, or bourgeois ; for the noblesse or
gentry live altogether in the Upper Town, and
never mix with the others. The harbour of
Boulogne is at the mouth of the small river, or
rather rivulet Liane, which is so shallow, that the
children wade through it at low water. As the
tide makes, the sea flows in, and forms a pretty
extensive harbour, which, however, admits nothing
but small vessels. It is contracted at the mouth by
two stone jettes or piers, which seem to have been
constructed by some engineer very little acquainted
with this branch of his profession ; for they are
carried out in such a manner, as to collect a bank
of sand just at the entrance of the harbour. The
road is very open and unsafe, and the surf very
high when the wind blows from the sea. There is

no fortification near the harbour, except a paltry
fort mounting about twenty guns, built in the last

war by the Prince de Cruy, upon a rock about a
league to the eastward of Boulogne. It appears to be
situated in such a manner, that it can neither offend
nor be offended. If the depth of water would ad-
mit a forty or fifty gun ship to lie within cannon-
shot of it, I apprehend it might be silenced in half

an hour
; but, in all probability, there will be no

vestiges of it at the next rupture between the two
crowns. It is surrounded every day by the sea, at

high water ; and when it blows a fresh gale towards
the shore, the waves break over the top of it, to

the terror and astonishment of the garrison, who
have been often heard crying piteously for assist-

ance. I am persuaded, that it will one day dis-

appear in the twinkling of an eye. The neigh-

bourhood of this fort, which is a smooth sandy
beach, I have chosen for my bathing place. The
road to it is agreeable and romantic, lying through
pleasant corn fields, skirted by open downs, where
there is a rabbit warren, and great plenty of the

birds so much admired at Tunbridge under the

name of white-ears. By-the-bye, this is a pleasant

corruption of u-hite-a—se, the translation of their

French name cul blanc, taken from their colour, for

they are actually white towards the tail.

Upon the top of a high rock which overlooks the

harbour, are the remains of an old fortification,

which is indiscriminately called, Tour d'ordre, and
Julius Casar's fort. The original tower was a
lighthouse built by Claudius Casar, denominated
Turris aniens, from the fire burned in it ; and this

the French have corrupted into Tour d'ordre. But
no vestiges of this Roman work remain ; what we
now see are the ruins of a castle built by Charle-

magne. I know of no other antiquity at Boulogne,

except an old vault in the Upper Town, now used

as a magazine, which is said to be part of an ancient

temple dedicated to Isis.

On the other side of the harbour, opposite to the

Lower Town, there is a house built, at a consider-

able expense, by a general officer, who lost his life

in the late war. Never was a situation more in-

convenient, unpleasant, and unhealthy. It stands

on the edge of an ugly morass formed by the stag-

nant water left by the tide in its retreat. The very

walks of the garden are so moist, that, in the driest

weather, no person can make a tour of it, without

danger of the rheumatism. Besides, the house is

altogether inaccessible, except at low water ; and
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even then the carriage must cross the harbour, the
wheels up to the axletree in mud. Nay, the tide

rushes in so fast, that, unless you seize the time to

a minute, you will be in danger of perishing. The
apartments of this house are elegantly fitted up,

but very small ; and the garden, notwithstanding
Its unfavourable situation, affords a great quantity
of good fruit. The ooze, impregnated with sea
salt, produces, on this side of the harbour, an
incredible quantity of the finest samphire I ever
saw. The French call it passe-pierre ; and I

suspect its English name is a corruption of sang-
pierre. It is generally found on the faces of bare
rocks that overhang the sea, by the spray of which
it is nourished. As it grew upon a naked rock,
without any appearance of soil, it might be natu-
rally enough called sang da pierre, or sang-
picrre, blood of the rock ; and hence the name
samphire. On the same side of the harbour, there
is another new house, neatly built, belonging to a
gentleman who has obtained a grant from the king
of some ground which was always overflowed at

high water. He has raised dykes at a considerable
expense, to exclude the tide ; and if he can bring
his project to bear, he will not only gain a good
estate for himself, but also improve the harbour, by
increasing the depth at high water.

In the Lower Town of Boulogne, there are
several religious houses, particularly a seminary, a
convent of cordeliers, and another of capuchins.
This last, having fallen to decay, was some years
ago repaired, chiefly by the charity of British
travellers, collected by Father Gramme, a native of
North Britain, who had been an officer in the army
of King James H and is said to have turned monk
of this mendicant order, by way of voluntary
penance, for having killed his friend in a duel. Be
that as it may, he was a well-bred, sensible man, of
a very exemplary life and conversation ; and his
memory is much revered in this place. Being
superior of the convent, he caused the British arms
to be put up in the church, as a mark of gratitude
for the benefactions received from our nation. I
often walk in the garden of the convent, the walls
of which are washed by the sea at high water. At
the bottom of the garden is a little private grove,
separated from it by a high wall, with a door of
communication; and hither the capuchins retire,

when they are disposed for contemplation. About
two years ago, this place was said to be converted
to a very different use. There was among the
monks one Pere Charles, a lusty friar, of whom the
people tell strange stories. Some young women
of the town were seen mounting over the wall, by
a ladder of ropes, in the dusk of the evening ; and
there was an unusual crop of bastards that season.
In short, Pere Charles and his companions gave
such scandal, that the whole fraternity was
changed ; and now the nest is occupied by another
flight of these birds of passage. If one of our
privateers had kidnapped a capuchin during the
war, and exhibited him in his habit, as a show in
London, he would have proved a good prize to the
captors ; for I know not a more uncouth and
grotesque animal, than an old capuchin in the habit
of his order. A friend of mine (a Swiss officer)

told me, that a peasant in his country used to weep
bitterly, whenever a certain capuchin mounted the
pulpit to hold forth to the people. The good father
took notice of this man, and believed he was
touched by the finger of the Lord. He exhorted

him to encourage these accessions of grace, and at
the same time to be of good comfort, as having
received such marks of the divine favour. The
man still continued to weep as before, every time
the monk preached ; and at last the capuchin in-
sisted upon knowing what it was, in his discourse
or appearance, that made such an impression upon
his heart.—"Ah, father!" cried the peasant, "I
never see you, but I think of a venerable goat which
I lost at Easter. We were bred up together in the
same family. He was the very picture of your
reverence—one would swear you were brothers.
Foor Baudouin .' he died of a fall—rest his soul ! I
would willingly pay for a couple of masses to pray
him out of purgatory."
Among other public edifices at Boulogne, there

is an hospital, or workhouse, which seems to be
established upon a very good foundation. It main-
tains several hundreds of poor people, who are
kept constantly at work, according to their age and
abilities, in making thread, all sorts of lace, a kind
of catgut, and in knitting stockings. It is under
the direction of the bishop ; and the see is at pre-
sent filled by a prelate of great piety and bene-
volence, though a little inclining to bigotry and
fanaticism. The churches in this town are but
indifferently built, and poorly ornamented. There
is not one picture in the place worth looking at

;

nor, indeed, does there seem to be the least taste
for the liberal arts.

In my next, I shall endeavour to satisfy you in
the other articles you desire to know. Meanwhile,
I am ever yours.

LETTER THE FOURTH.
Boulogne, September 1, ] 763.

Sir,—I am infinitely obliged to D. H for the
favourable manner in which he has mentioned me
to the Earl of H . I have at last recovered my
books, by virtue of a particular order to the director
of the douane, procured by the application of the
English resident to the French ministry. I am now
preparing for my long journey

; but, before I leave
this place, I shall send you the packet I mentioned,
by Meriton. Meanwhile, I must fulfil my promise
in communicating the observations I have had oc-
casion to make upon this town and country.
The air of Boulogne is cold and moist, and, I

believe, of consequence unhealthy. Last winter
the frost, which continued six weeks in London,
lasted here eight weeks, without intermission ; and
the cold was so intense, that, in the garden of the
capuchins, it split the bark of several elms from
top to bottom. On our arrival here we found all

kinds of fruit more backward than in England.
The frost, in its progress to Britain, is much
weakened in crossing the sea. The atmosphere,
impregnated with saline particles, resists the opera-
tion of freezing. Hence in severe winters, all places
near the seaside are less cold than more inland
districts. This is the reason why the winter is

often more mild at Edinburgh than at London. A
very great degree of cold is required to freeze salt
water. Indeed it will not freeze at all, until it has
deposited all its salt. It is now generally allowed
among philosophers, that water is no more than ice
thawed by heat, either solar, or subterranean,
or both; and that this heat being expelled, it

would return to its natural consistence. This being
the case, nothing else is required for the freezing of
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water, than a certain degree of cold, which may be

generated by the help of salt, or spirit of nitre,

even under the line. I would propose, therefore,

that an apparatus of this sort should be provided in

every ship that goes to sea ; and in case there

should be a deficiency of fresh water on board, the

sea-water may be rendered potable, by being first

converted into ice.

The air of Boulogne is not only loaded with a

great evaporation from the sea, increased by strong

gales of wind from the west and south-west, which
blow almost continually during the greatest part of

the year ; but it is also subject to putrid vapours,

arising from the low marshy ground in the neigh-

bourhood of the harbour, which is every tide over-

flowed with sea-water. This may be one cause of

the scrophula and rickets, which are two prevailing

diseases among the children in Boulogne. But I

believe the former is more owing to the water used

in the Lower Town, which is very hard and un-

wholesome. It curdles with soap, gives a red colour

to the meat that is boiled in it, and, when drank

by strangers, never fails to occasion pains in the

stomach and bowels ; nay, sometimes produces

dysenteries. In all appearance it is impregnated

with nitre, if not with something more mischievous.

AVe know that mundic, or pyrites, very often eon-

tains a proportion of arsenic, mixed with sulphur,

vitriol, and mercury. Perhaps it partakes of the

acid of some coal mine ; for there are coal works
in this district. There is a well of purging water

within a quarter of a mile of the Upper Town, to

which the inhabitants resort in the morning, as the

people of London go to the Dog and Duck, in St.

George"s Fields. There is likewise a fountain of

excellent water, hard by the cathedral, in the Upper
Town, from whence I am daily supplied at a small

expense. Some modern chemists affirm, that no
saline chalybeate waters can exist, except in the

neighbourhood of coal damps ; and that nothing

can be more mild, and gentle, and friendly to the

constitution, than the said damps. But I know that

the place where I was bred stands upon a zonic of

coal ; that the water which the inhabitants generally

use is hard and brackish ; and that the people are

remarkably subject to the king's evil and con-

sumption. These I would impute to the bad water,

impregnated with the vitriol and brine of coal, as

there is nothing in the constitution of the air that

should render such distempers endemical. That
the air of Boulogne encourages putrefaction, appears

from the effect it has upon butchers' meat, which,

though the season is remarkably cold, we can
hardly keep four-and-twenty hours in the coolest

part of the house.

Living here is pretty reasonable ; and the markets
are tolerably supplied. The beef is neither fat nor
firm, but very good for soup, which is the only use

the French make of it. The veal is not so white,

nor so well fed, as the English veal ; but it is more
juicy, and better tasted. The mutton and pork are

very good. We buy our poultry alive, and fatten

them at home. Here are excellent turkeys, and no
want of game. The hares, in particular, are very
large, juicy, and high flavoured. The best part of

the fish caught on this coast is sent post to Paris,

in chasse-marines, by a company of contractors,

like those of Hastings in Sussex. Nevertheless,
we have excellent soles, skaite, flounders, and
whitings, and sometimes mackarel. The oysters are
very large, coarse, and rank. There is very little

fish caught on the French coast, because the shal-

lows run a great way from the shore, and the fish

live chiefly in deep water ; for this reason the
fishermen go out a great way to sea, sometimes
even as far as the coast of England. Notwith-
standing all the haste the contractors can make,
their fish in the summer is very often spoiled before

it arrives at Paris ; and this is not to be wondered
at, considering the length of the way, which is

near one hundred and fifty miles. At best, it must
be in such a mortified condition, that no other

people, except the negroes on the Coast of Guinea,
would feed upon it.

The wine commonly drank at Boulogne comes
from Auxerre, is very small and meagre, and may
bs had from five to eight sols a bottle; that

is, from twopence-halfpenny to fourpence. The
French inhabitants drink no good wine ; nor is

there any to be had, unless you have recourse to

the British wine-merchants here established, who
deal in Bourdeaux wines, brought hither by sea for

the London market. I have very good claret from
a friend, at the rate of fifteen-pence sterling a

bottle ; and excellent small beer as reasonable as in

England. I don't believe there is a drop of generous

Burgundy in the place ; and the Aubergistes impose
upon us shamefully, when they charge it at two
livres a bottle. There is a small white wine called

preniac, which is very agreeable, and very cheap.

All the brandy which I have seen in Boulogne is

new, fiery, and still-burnt. This is the trash which
the smugglers import into England. They have it

for about tenpence a gallon. Butchers' meat is sold

for five sols, or twopence-halfpenny a pound, and
the pound here consists of eighteen ounces. I have
a young turkey for thirty sols ; a hare for four-

and-twenty ; a couple of chickens for twenty sols,

and a couple of good soles for the same price.

Before we left England, we were told that there

was no fruit in Boulogne ; but we have found

ourselves agreeably disappointed in this parti-

cular. The place is well supplied with straw-

berries, cherries, gooseberries, corinths, peaches,

apricots, and excellent pears. I have eaten more
fruit this season than I have done for several

years. There are many well-cultivated gardens

in the skirts of the town ; particularly one be-

longing to our friend Mrs. B , where we often

drink tea in a charming summer-house built on a

rising ground, which commands a delightful pro-

spect of the sea. We have many obligations to

this good lady, who is a kind neighbour, and
obliging friend, and a most agreeable companion.

She speaks English prettily, and is greatly at-

tached to the people and the customs of our na-

tion. They use wood for their common fuel,

though, if I were to live at Boulogne, I would mix
it with coal, which this country affords : both the

wood and the coal are reasonable enough. I am
certain that a man may keep house in Boulogne

for about one half of what it will cost him in

London ; and this is said to be one of the dearest

places in France.

The adjacent country is very agreeably diversified

with hill and dale, corn fields, woods, and meadows.

There is a forest of a considerable extent, that

begins about a short league from the Upper Town.

It belongs to the king, and the wood is fanned to

different individuals.

In point of agriculture, the people in this neigh-

bourhood seem "to have profited by the example of
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the English. Since I was last in France, fifteen

years ago, a good number of enclosures and plan-
tations have been made in the English fashion.

There are a good many tolerable country houses
within a few miles of Boulogne, but mostly empty.
I was offered a complete house, with a garden of
four acres well laid out, and two fields for grass or
hay, about a mile from the town, for four hundred
livres, about seventeen pounds a year. It is partly
furnished, stands in an agreeable situation, with a
fine prospect of the sea, and was lately occupied by
a Scotch nobleman, who is in the service of France.
To judge from appearance, the people of Boulogne

are descended from the Flemings, who formerly
possessed this country ; for a great many of the
present inhabitants have fine skins, fair hair, and
florid complexions

; very different from the natives
ofTrance in general, who are distinguished by black
hair, brown skins, and swarthy faces. The people
of the Boulonnois enjoy some extraordinary privi-

leges ; and, in particular, are exempted from the
gabelle, or duties upon salt. How they deserve
this mark of favour, I do not know ; but they seem
to have a state of independence among them, are
very ferocious, and much addicted to revenge.
Many barbarous murders are committed both in

the town and country ; and the peasants, from mo-
tives of envy and resentment, frequently set their
neighbours' houses on fire. Several instances of
this kind have happened in the course of the last

year. The interruption which is given in arbitrary
governments to the administration of justice by
the interposition of the great, has always a bad
effect upon the morals of the common people. The
peasants, too, are often rendered desperate and
savage, by the misery they suffer from the oppres-
sion and tyranny of their landlords. In this neigh-
bourhood, the labouring people are ill lodged, and
wretchedly fed ; and they have no idea of clean-
liness. There is a substantial burgher in the High
Town, who was, some years ago, convicted of a
most barbarous murder. He received sentence to

be broke alive upon the wheel ; but was pardoned
by the interposition of the governor of the country,
and carries on his business as usual in the face of
the whole community. A furious abbe being re-
fused orders by the bishop on account of his irre-

gular life, took an opportunity to stab the prelate
with a knife one Sunday, as he walked out of the
cathedral. The good bishop desired he might be
permitted to escape ; but it was thought proper to
punish, with the utmost severity, such an atrocious
attempt. He was accordingly apprehended, and,
though the wound was not mortal, condemned to
be broke. When this dreadful sentence was exe-
cuted, he cried out that it was hard he should
undergo such torments for having wounded a worth-
less priest by whom he had been injured, while
such a one (naming the burgher mentioned above)
lived in ease and security, after having brutally
murdered a poor man, and a helpless woman, big
with child, who had not given him the least pro-
vocation.

The inhabitants of Boulogne may be divided into

three classes ;—the noblesse, or gentry, the burghers,
and the canaille. I don't mention the clergy, and
the people belonging to the law, because I shall,

occasionally, trouble you with my thoughts upon
the religion and ecclesiastics of this country ; and,
as for the lawyers, exclusive of their profession,

they may be considered as belonging to one or

other of these divisions. The noblesse are vain,
proud, poor, and slothful. Very few of them have
above six thousand livres a year, which may amount
to about two hundred and fifty pounds sterling

;

and many of them not half this revenue. I think
there is one heiress, said to be worth one hundred
thousand livres, about four thousand two hundred
pounds ; but then her jewels, her clothes, and even
her linen, are reckoned part of this fortune. The
noblesse have not the common sense to reside at

their houses in the country, where, by farming their

own grounds, they might live at a small expense,
and improve their estates at the same time. They
allow their couutry houses to go to decay, and their

gardens and fields to waste; and reside in dark
holes in the Upper Town of Boulogne, without
light, air, or convenience. There they starve within
doors, that they may have wherewithal to purchase
fine clothes, and appear dressed once a day in the
church, or on the rampart. They have no edu-
cation, no taste for reading, no housewifery, nor,

indeed, any earthly occupation, but that of dressing
their hair, and adorning their bodies. They hate
walking, and would never go abroad, if they were
not stimulated by the vanity of being seen. I ought
to except, indeed, those who turn devotees, and
spend the greatest part of their time with the priest,

either at church, or in their own houses. Other
amusements they have none in this place, except
private parties of card-playing, which are far from
being expensive. Nothing can be more parsimo-
nious than the economy of these people. They
live upon soup and bouiile, fish and salad. They
never think of giving dinners, or entertaining their

friends ; they even save the expense of coffee and
tea, though both are very cheap at Boulogne. They
presume that every person drinks coffee at home,
immediately after dinner, which is always over by
one o'clock

; and, in lieu of tea in the afternoon,
they treat with a glass of sherbet, or capillaire. In
a word, I know not a more insignificant set of mor-
tals than the noblesse of Boulogne—helpless in
themselves, and useless to the community ; without
dignity, sense, or sentiment; contemptible from
pride, and ridiculous from vanity. They pretend
to be jealous of their rank, and will entertain no
correspondence with the merchants, whom they
term plebeians. They likewise keep at a great
distance from strangers, on pretence of a delicacy
in the article of punctilio

;
but, as I am informed,

this stateliness is in a great measure affected, in

order to conceal their poverty, which would appear
to greater disadvantage, if they admitted of a more
familiar communication. Considering the vivacity
of the French people, one would imagine they could
not possibly lead such an insipid life, altogether
unanimated by society, or diversion. True it is,

the only profane diversions of this place are a
puppet-show, and a mountebank ; but then, their
religion affords a perpetual comedy. Their high
masses, their feasts, their processions, their pil-

grimages, confessions, images, tapers, robes, incense,
benedictions, spectacles, representations, and innu-
merable ceremonies, which revolve almost inces-
santly, furnish a variety of entertainment from one
end of the year to the other. If superstition im-
plies/ear, never was a word more misapplied than
it is to the mummery of the religion of Borne. The
people are so far from being impressed with awe
and religious terror by this sort of machinery, that
it amuses their imaginations in the most agreeable
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manner, and keeps them always in good humour.
A Roman Catholic longs as impatiently for the
festival of St. Suaire, or St. Croix, or St. Veronique,
as a school-boy in England for the representation
of punch and the devil ; and there is generally as

much laughing at one farce as at the other. Even
when the descent from the cross is acted, in the
holy week, with all the circumstances that ought
naturally to inspire the gravest sentiments, if you
cast your eyes among the multitude that crowd the
place, you will not discover one melancholy face.

All is prattling, tittering, or laughing ; and ten to

one but you perceive a number of them employed
in hissing the female who personates the Virgin
Mary. And here it may not be amiss to observe,
that the Roman Catholics, not content with the
infinite number of saints who really existed, have
not only personated the cross, but made two female
saints out of a piece of linen. Veronique, or Veronica,
is no other than a corruption of vera icon, or vera

effigies, said to be the exact representation of our
Saviour's face, impressed upon a piece of linen, with
which he wiped the sweat from his forehead in his
way to the place of crucifixion. The same is wor-
shipped under the name of St. Suaire, from the
Latin word sudarium. This same handkerchief is

said to have had three folds, on every one of which
was the impression. One of these remains at Jeru-
salem, a second was brought to Rome, and a third
was conveyed to Spain. Baronius says, there is a
very ancient history of the sancta fades, in the
Vatican. Tillemont, however, looks upon the whole
as a fable. Some suppose Veronica to be the same
with St. Hcemorrhoissa, the patroness of those who
are afflicted with the piles, who make their joint in-

vocations to her and St. Fiacre, the son of a Scotch
king, who lived and died a hermit in France. The
troops of Henry V. of England are said to have pil-

laged the chapel of this Highland saint ; who, in

revenge, assisted his countrymen in the French
service to defeat the English at Bauge, and after-

wards afflicted Henry with the piles, of which he
died. This prince complained, that he was not only
plagued by the living Scots, but even persecuted by
those who were dead.

I know not whether I maybe allowed to compare
the Romish religion to comedy, and Calvinism to

tragedy. The first amuses the senses, and excites

ideas of mirth and good humour ; the other, like

tragedy, deals in the passions of terror and pity.

Step into a conventicle of dissenters, you will, ten

to one, hear the minister holding forth upon the suf-

ferings of Christ, or the torments of hell, and see

many marks of religious horror in the faces of the

hearers. This is perhaps one reason why the re-

formation did not succeed in France, among a vola-

tile, giddy, unthinking, people, shocked at the
mortified appearances of the Calvinists ; and ac-

counts of its rapid progress among nations of a
more melancholy turn of character and complexion.
For, in the conversion of the multitude, reason is

generally out of the question. Even the penance
imposed upon the Catholics is little more than mock
mortification. A murderer is often quit with his

confessor for saying three prayers extraordinary; and
these easy terms on which absolution is obtained, cer-
tainly encourage the repetition of the most enormous
crimes. The pomp and ceremonies of this religion,
together with the great number of holidays they
observe, howsoever they may keep up the spirits of
tie commonalty, and help to diminish the sense of

their own misery, must certainly, at the same time,
produce a frivolous taste for frippery and show, and
encourage a habit of idleness, to which I, in a great
measure, ascribe the extreme poverty of the lower
people. Very near half of their time, which might
be profitably employed in the exercise of industry,
is lost to themselves and the community, in attend-
ance upon the different exhibitions of religious
mummery.
But as this letter has already run to an uncon-

scionable length, I shall defer, till another occasion,
what I have further to say on the people of this
place, aud in the meantime assure you, that I am
always Yours affectionately.

LETTER THE FIFTH.
Boulogne, Sept. 12, 1763.

Dear Sir,—My stay in this place now draws to-
wards a period. Till within these few days I have
continued bathing, with some advantage to my
health, though the season has been cold and wet,
and disagreeable. There was a fine prospect of a
plentiful harvest in this neighbourhood. I used to
have great pleasure in driving between the fields of
wheat, oats, and barley ; but the crop has been en-
tirely ruined by the rain, and nothing is now to be
seen on the ground but the tarnished straw, and the
rotten spoils of the husbandman's labour. The
ground scarce affords subsistence to a few flocks of
meagre sheep that crop the stubble and the inter-

vening grass ; each flock under the protection of its

shepherd, with his crook and dogs, who lies every
night in the midst of the fold, in a little thatched
travelling lodge, mounted on a wheel-carriage.
Here he passes the night, in order to defend his
flock from the wolves, which are sometimes, especi-
ally in winter, very bold and desperate.

Two days ago we made an excursion with Mrs.
B and Captain L , to the village of Samers,
on the Paris road, about three leagues from Bou-
logne. Here is a venerable abbey of Benedictines,
well endowed with large agreeable gardens prettily

laid out. The monks are well lodged, and well en-
tertained. Though restricted from flesh meals by
the rules of their order, they are allowed to eat wild
duck and teal, as a species of fish ; and when they
long for a good boullion, or a partridge, or pullet,

they have nothing to do but to say they are out of
order. In that case the appetite of the patient is

indulged in his own apartment. Their church is

elegantly contrived, but kept in a very dirty condi-

tion. The greatest curiosity I saw in this place was
an English boy, about eight or nine years old, from
Dover, whom his father had sent hither to learn the

French language. In less than eight weeks he was
become captain of the boys of the place, spoke
French perfectly well, and had almost forgot his

mother tongue. But to return to the people of
Boulogne.

The burghers here, as in other places, consist of
merchants, shopkeepers, and artisans. Some of the

merchants have got fortunes, by fitting out privateers

during the war. A great many single ships were
taken from the English, notwithstanding the good
look-out of our cruisers, who were so alert, that the

privateers from this coast were often taken in four

hours after they sailed from the Frencli harbour

;

and there is hardly a captain of an arniateur in

Boulogne who has not been prisoner in England



TRAVELS THROUGH
five or six times in the course of the war. They
were fitted out at a very small expense, and used to
run over in the night to the coast ofEngland, where
they hovered as English fishing smacks, until they
kidnapped some coaster, with which they made the
best of their way across the channel. If they fell in
with a British cruiser, they surrendered without
resistance. The captain was soon exchanged, and
the loss of the proprietor was not great. If they
brought their prize safe into harbour the advantage
was considerable. In time of peace the merchants
of Boulogne deal in wine, brandies, and oil, im-
ported from the south, and export fish, with the
manufactures of France, to Portugal, and other
countries

; but the trade is not great. Here are two
or three considerable houses of wine merchants
from Britain, who deal in Bourdeaux wine, with
which they supply London, and other parts of
England, Scotland, and Ireland. The fishery of
mackarel and herring is so considerable on this
coast, that it is said to yield annually eight or nine
hundred thousand livres, about thirty-five thousand
pounds sterling.

The shopkeepers here drive a considerable traffic
with the English smugglers, whose cutters are
almost the ouly vessels one sees in the harbour of
Boulogne, if we except about a dozen of those flat-
bottomed boats which raised such alarms in England
in the course of the war. Indeed they seem to be
good for nothing else, and perhaps they were built
for this purpose only. The smugglers from the
coast of Kent and Sussex pay English gold for
great quantities of French brandy, tea, coffee, and
small wine, which they run from this country.
They likewise buy glass trinkets, toys, and coloured
prints, which sell in England for no other reason
but that they come from France, as they mav be
had as cheap and much better finished of our own
manufacture. They likewise take off ribbons, laces,
linen, and cambrics

; though this branch of trade is
chiefly in the hands of traders that come from
London, and make their purchases at Dunkirk,
where they pay no duties. It is certainly worth
while for any traveller to lay in a stock of linen
either at Dunkirk or Boulogne ; the difference of
the price at these two places is not great. Even
here I have made a provision of shirts for one half
of the money they would have cost in London.
Undoubtedly the practice of smuggling is very de-
trimental to the fair trader, and carries consider-
able sums of money out of the kingdom, to enrich
our rivals and enemies. The customhouse officers are
very watchful, and make a great number of seizures

;

nevertheless, the smugglers find their account in
continuing this contraband commerce; and are said
to indemnify themselves if they save one cargo out
of three. After all, the best way to prevent smug-
gling is to lower the duties upon the commodities
which are thus introduced. I*have been told that
the revenue upon tea has increased ever since the
duty upon it was diminished. By the bye, the tea
smuggled on the coast of Sussex is most execrable
stuff. While I stayed at Hastings for the conveni-
ence of bathing, I must have changed my breakfast,
if I had not luckily brought tea with me from Lon-
don

; yet we have as good tea at Boulogne for nine
livres a pound, as that which sells at fourteen
shillings at London.
The bourgeois of this place seem to live at their

ease, probably in consequence of their trade with
the English. Their houses consist of the ground-
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floor, one story above, and garrets. In those which
are well funrshed, you see pier glasses and marble
slabs

; but the chairs are either paltry things, made
with straw bottoms, which cost about a shilling a-
piece, or old-fashioned, high-backed seats of needle-
work, stuffed very clumsy and incommodious. The
tables are square fir boards, that stand on edge in a
corner, except when they are used, and then they
are set upon cross legs that open and shut occa-
sionally. The king of France dines off a board of
this kind. Here is plenty of table-linen, however.
The poorest tradesman in Boulogne has a napkin
on every cover, and silver forks with four prongs,
which are used with the right hand, there being
very little occasion for knives ; for the meat is

boiled or roasted to rags. The French beds are so
high, that sometimes one is obliged to mount them
by the help of steps ; and this is also the case in
Flanders. They very seldom use feather-beds

; but
they lie upon a paliasse, or bag of straw, over
which are laid two, and sometimes three mattresses.
Their testers are high and old-fasliioned, and their
curtains generally of thin baize, red or green,
laced with tawdry yellow, in imitation of gold. In
some houses, however, one meets with furniture of
stamped linen

; but there is no such thing as a car-
pet to be seen, and the floors are in a very dirty
condition. They have not even the implements of
cleanliness in this country. Every chamber is fur-
nished with an armoire, or clothes-press, and a chest
of drawers, of very clumsy workmanship. Every
thing shows a deficiency in the mechanic arts.
There is not a door, nor a window, that shuts close.
The hinges, locks, and latches, are of iron, coarsely
made and ill contrived. The very chimneys are
built so open, that they admit both rain and sun,
and all of them smoke intolerably. If there is no
cleanliness among these people, much less shall we
find delicacy, which is the cleanliness of the mind.
Indeed they are utter strangers to what we call
common decency ; and I could give you some high-
flavoured instances, at which even a native of Edin-
burgh would stop his nose. There are certain mor-
tifying views of human nature, which undoubtedly
ought to be concealed as much as possible, in order
to prevent giving offence ; and nothing can be more
absurd than to plead the difference of custom in
defence of those usages, which cannot fail giving
disgust to the organs and senses of all mankind"
Will custom exempt from the imputation of gross
indecency a French lacly, who shifts her frousy
smock in presence of a male visitant, and talks to
him of her lavement, her medicine, and her bidet ?
An Italian signora makes no scruple of telling you,
she is such a day to begin a course of physic for the
pox. The celebrated reformer of the Italian comedy
introduces a child befouling itself on the stage, Oe,
NO, TI SKNTI ? BISOGNA DESFASSARLO (fa Cenno che
sentesi vial odore). I have known a lady handed to
the house of office by her admirer, who stood at the
door, and entertained her with bon mots all the time
she was within. But I should be glad to know
whether it is possible for a fine lady to speak and
act m tins manner, without exciting ideas to her
own disadvantage in the mind ofevery man who has
any imagination left, and enjovs the entire use of his
senses, howsoever she may be authorised by the
customs of her country. There is nothing so vile
or repugnant to nature, but you may plead prescrip-
tion for it, in the customs of some nation or other.A Parisian likes mortified flesh ; a native of Legi-
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boli will not taste his fish till it is quite putrefied ;

the civilized inhabitants of Kamschatka get drunk
with the urine of their guests, whom they have al-

ready intoxicated ; the Xova Zemblans make merry
on train oil ; the Greenlanders eat in the same dish
with their dogs ; the Caffres, at the Cape of Good
Hope, piss upon those whom they delight to ho-
nour, aud feast upon a sheep's intestines with their

contents, as the greatest dainty that can be pre-
sented. A true bred Frenchman dips his fingers,

imbrowned with snuff, into his plate filled with
ragout ; between every three mouthfuls he produces
his snuff-box, and takes a fresh pinch with the most
graceful gesticulations—then he displays his hand-
kerchief, which may be termed theflag of abomina-
tion, and, in the use of both, scatters his favours
among those who have the happiness to sit near
him. It must be owned, however, that a French-
man will not drink out of a tankard, in which, per-
haps, a dozen of filthy mouths have slabbered, as is

the custom in England. Here every individual has
his own goblet, which stands before him, and he
helps himself occasionally with wine, or water, or
both, which likewise stand upon the table. But I
know no custom more beastly than that of using
water-glasses, in which polite company spirt, and
squirt, and spue the filthy scourings of" their gums
under the eyes of each other. I knew a lover cured
of his passion, by seeing this nasty cascade dis-
charged from the mouth of his mistress. I don't
doubt but I shall live to see the day, when the hos-
pitable custom of the ancient Egyptians will be
revived ; then a conveniency will be placed behind
every chair in company, with a proper provision of
waste paper, that individuals may make themselves
easy without parting company. I insist upon it,

that this practice would not be more indelicate than
that which is now in use. What then, you will
say. must a man sit with his chops and fingers up
to the ears and knuckles in grease ? No, let those
who cannot eat without defiling themselves, step
into another room, provided with basins and towels;
but I think it would be better to institute schools,
where youth may learn to eat their victuals without
daubing themselves, or giving offence to the eyes of
one another.

The bourgeois of Boulogne have commonly soup
and bouille at noon, and a roast, with a salad, for
supper ; and at all their meals there is dessert of
fruit This indeed is the practice all over France.
On maigre days they eat fish, omelettes, fried
beans, fricassees of eggs and onions, and burnt
cream. The tea which they drink in the afternoon
is rather boiled than infused ; it is sweetened all

together with coarse sugar, and drank with an
equal quantity of boiled milk.
We had the honour to be entertained the other

day by our landlord, Mr. B , who spared no
cost on this banquet, exhibited for the glory of
France. He had invited a new married couple,
together with the husband's mother, and the lady's
father, who was one of the noblesse of Montreuil,
his name Monsieur L y. There were likewise
some merchants of the town, and Monsieur B 's

uncle, a facetious little man, who had served in the
English navy, and was as big and as round as a
hogshead ; we were likewise favoured with the
company of father K , a native of Ireland, who
is vicare, or curate of the parish ; and among the
guests was Monsieur L v's son, a pretty boy,
about thirteen or fourteen years of aee. The rcpas

served up in three services, or courses, with entries
and hors d'ceuvres, exclusive of the fruit, consisted
of above twenty dishes, extremely well dressed by
the rotisseur, who is the best cook I ever knew in
France, or elsewhere ; but the plats were not pre-
sented with much order. Our young ladies did
net seem to be much used to do the honours of
the table. The most extraordinary circumstance
that I observed on this occasion was, that all the
French who were present ate of every dish that
appeared ; and I am told, that if there had been an
hundred articles more they would have had a trial

of each. This is what they call doing justice to
the founder. Monsieur L—-—y was placed at the
head of the table, and indeed he was the oracle and
orator of the company, tall, thin, and weather-
beaten, not unlike the picture of Don Quixote after
he had lost his teeth. He had been garde du corps.

or life-guard-man at Versailles ; and, by virtue of
this office, he was perfectly well acquainted with
the persons of the king and the dauphin, with the
characters of the ministers and grandees, and, in a
word, with all the secrets of state, on which he
held forth with equal solemnity and elocution. He
exclaimed against the Jesuits, and the farmers of
the revenue, w ho, he said, had ruined France. Then,
addressing himself to me, asked if the English did
not every day drink to the health ofMadame la Mar-
quise? I did not at first comprehend his meaning,
but answered in general, that the English were not
deficient in complaisance for the ladies. " Ah !

"

cried he, " she is the best friend they have in the
world. If it had not been for her, they would not
have such reason to boast of the advantages of the
war." I told him the only conquest which the
French had made in the war was achieved by one
of the generals ; I meant the taking of Mahon.
But I did not choose to prosecute the discourse,
remembering, that in the year 1749, I had like to

have had an affair with a Frenchman at Ghent,
who afiirmed, that all the battles gained by the
great Duke of Marlborough were purposely lost

by the French generals, in order to bring the
schemes of Madame de Maintenon into disgrace.
This is no bad resource for the national vanity of
these people

; though in general, they are reallv

persuaded that theirs is the richest, the bravest, the
happiest, and the most powerful nation under the
sun ; and therefore, without some such cause, they
must be invincible. By the bye, the common
people here still frighten their wayward children
with the name of Marlborough. Mr. B 's son,

who was nursed at a peasant's house, happening
one day after he was brought home to be in disgrace
with his father, who threatened to correct him, the
child ran for protection to his mother, crving,
faites sortirce vilaine Marlbroug. It is amazing to

hear a sensible Frenchman assert that the revenues
of France amount to four hundred millions of
livres, about twenty millions sterling, clear of all

incumbrances, when, in fact, their clear revenue is

not much above ten. Without all doubt they have
reason to inveigh against the fermiers generaux,
who oppress the people in raising the taxes, not
above two-thirds of which are brought into the
king's coffers; the rest enriches themselves, and
enables them to bribe high for the protection of the
great, which is the only support they have against
the remonstrances of the states and parliaments,
and the suggestions of common sense, which will

ever demonstrate this to be, of all others, the most
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pernicious method of supplying the necessities of
government.

Monsieur L y seasoned the severity of his

political apothegms with intermediate sallies of
mirth and gallantry. He ogled the venerable gen-
tlewoman his commere, who sat by him. He looked,
sighed, and languished, sung tender songs, and
kissed the old lady's hand with all the ardour of a
youthful admirer. I unfortunately congratulated
him on having such a pretty young gentleman to
his son. He

. answered, sighing, that the boy had
talents, but did not put them to a proper use.
" Long before I attained his age," said he, " I had
finished my rhetoric." Captain B , who had
eaten himself black in the face, and, with the
napkin under his chin, was no bad representation
of Sancho Panza in the suds, with the dishclout
about his neck, when the duke's scullions insisted
upon shaving him ; this sea-wit, turning to the boy
with a waggish leer, " I suppose," said he, " you
don't understand the figure of amplification so well
as Monsieur your father." At that instant, one of
the nieces, who knew her uncle to be very ticklish,

touched him under the short ribs, on which the
little man attempted to spring up, but lost the centre
of gravity. He overturned his own plate in the lap
of the person that sat next to him, and falling

obliquely upon his own chair, both tumbled down
upon the floor together, to the great discomposure
of the whole company, for the poor man would
have been actually strangled, had not his nephew
loosed his stock with great expedition. Matters
being once more adjusted, and the captain condoled
on his disaster, Monsieur L y took it into his
head to read his son a lecture upon filial obedience.
This was mingled with some sharp reproof, which
the boy took so ill, that he retired. The old lady
observed that he had been too severe. Her
daughter-in-law, who was very pretty, said her
brother had given him too much reason, hinting, at

the same time, that he was addicted to some terrible
vices, upon which several individuals repeated the
interjection, Ah ! ah ! " Yes," said Monsieur
L y, with a rueful aspect, " the boy has a per-
nicious turn for gaming ; in one afternoon he lost

at billiards such a sum as gives me horror to think
of it." " Fifty sols in one afternoon ! " cried the
sister. " Fifty sols ! " exclaimed the mother-in-
law, with marks ofastonishment ;

" that's too much,
that's too much ! he's to blame, he's to blame ! but
youth, you know, Monsieur L y, ah ! vive la

jeunesse !
" " Et l'amour !

" cried the father, wiping
his eyes, squeezing her hand, and looking tenderly
upon her. Mr. B took this opportunity to
bring in the young gentleman, who was admitted
into favour, and received a second exhortation.
Thus harmony was restored, and the entertainment
concluded with fruit, coffee, and liqueurs.

When a bourgeois of Boulogne takes the air, he
goes in a one horse chaise, which is here called
cabriolet, and hires it for half-a-crown a day. There
are also travelling chaises, which hold four persons,
two seated with their faces to the horses, and two
behind their backs ; but those vehicles are all very
ill made, and extremely inconvenient. The way
of riding most used in this place is on ass-back.
You will see every day in the skirts of the town a
great number of females thus mounted, with the
feet on either side occasionally, according as the
wind blows ; so that sometimes the right and some-
times the left hand guides the beast : but in other
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parts of France as well as in Italy, the ladies sit on
horseback with their legs astride, and are provided
with drawers for that purpose.
When I said the French people were kept in

good humour by the fopperies of their religion, I
did not mean that there were no gloomy spirits

among them. There will be fanatics in religion,

while there are people of a saturnine disposition,

and melancholy turn of mind. The character of a
devotee, which is hardly known in England, is very
common here. You see them walking to and from
church at all hours, in their hoods and long camlet
cloaks, with a slow pace, demure aspect, and down-
cast eye. Those who are poor become very trouble-
some to the monks, with their scruples and cases
of conscience. You may see them on their knees
at the confessional every hour in the day. The
rich devotee has her favourite confessor, whom she
consults and regales in private at her own house

;

and this spiritual director generally governs the
whole family. For my part, I never knew a fanatic
that was not a hypocrite at bottom. Their pretensions
to superior sanctity, and an absolute conquest over
all the passions, which human reason was never yet
able to subdue, introduce a habit of dissimulation,
which, like all other habits, is confirmed by use, till

at length they become adepts in the art and science
of hypocrisy. Enthusiasm and hypocrisy are by no
mean incompatible. Thewildestfanaticsleverknew
were real sensualists in their way of living, and
cunning cheats in their dealings with mankind.
Among the lower class of people at Boulogne,

those who take the lead are the seafaring men,
who live in one quarter, divided into classes, and
registered for the service of the king. They are
hardy and raw-boned, exercise the trade of fisher-
men and boatmen, and propagate like rabbits. They
have put themselves under the protection of a mi-
raculous image of the Virgin Mary, which is kept
in one of their churches, and every year carried in
procession. According to the legend, this image
was carried off, with other pillage, by the En-
glish, when they took Boulogne, in the reign of
Henry VIII. The lady, rather than reside in En-
gland, where she found a great many heretics,
trusted herself alone in an open boat, and crossed
the sea to the road of Boulogne, where she was
seen waiting for a pilot, Accordingly a boat put
off to her assistance, and brought her safe into the
harbour; since which time she has continued to
patronize the watermen of Boulogne. At present
she is very black and very ugly, besides being
cruelly mutilated in different parts of her body,
which I suppose have been amputated, and con-
verted into tobacco-stoppers ; but once a-year she
is dressed in very rich attire, and carried in pro-
cession, with a silver boat, provided at the expense
of the sailors. That vanity which characterizes
the French extends even to the canaille. The low-
est creature among them is sure to have her ear-
rings and golden cross hanging about her neck.
Indeed this last is an implement of superstition as
well as of dress, without which no female appears.
The common people here, as in all countries where
they live poorly and dirtily, are hard-featured, and
of very brown or rather tawny complexions. As
they seldom eat meat, their juices are destitute of
that animal oil which gives a plumpness and smooth-
ness to the skin, and defends those fine capillaires
from the injuries of the weather, which would
otherwise coalesce, or be shrunk up, so as to impede
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the circulation on the external surface of the

body. As for the dirt, it undoubtedly blocks up
the pores of the skin, and disorders the perspiration

;

consequently must contribute to the scurvy, itch,

and other cutaneous distempers.

In the quarter of the matdots at Boulogne, there

is a number of poor Canadians, who were removed
from the Island of St. John, in the Gulf of St. Lau-
rence, when it was reduced by the English. These
people are maintained at the expense of the king,

who allows them soldier's pay, that is, five sols, or

two-pence halfpenny a day ; or rather three sols

and ammunition bread. How the soldiers contrive

to subsist upon this wretched allowance, I cannot

comprehend ; but it must be owned, that those

invalids who do duty at Boulogne betray no marks
of want. They are hale and stout, neatly and de-

cently clothed, and on the whole look better than

the pensioners of Chelsea.

About three weeks ago I was favoured with a

visit by one Mr. M— , an English gentleman, who
seems far gone in a consumption. He passed the

last winter at Nisnies in Languedoc, and found

himself much better in the beginning of summer,
when he embarked at Cette, and returned by sea

to England. He soon relapsed, however, and, as

he imagines, in consequence of a cold caught at

sea. He told me his intention was to try the south

again, and even to go as far as Italy ; I advised him
to make a trial of the air of Nice, where I myself
proposed to reside. He seemed to relish my advice,

and proceeded towards Paris in his own carriage.

I shall to-morrow ship my great chests on board

of a ship bound to Bourdeaux ; they are directed,

and recommended to the care of a merchant of that

place, who will forward them by Toulouse, and the

canal of Languedoc, to his correspondent at Cette,

which is the seaport of Montpelier. The charge
of their conveyance to Bourdeaux does not exceed
one guinea. They consist of two very large chests

and a trunk, about a thousand pounds weight ; and
the expense of transporting them from Bourdeaux
to Cette will not exceed thirty livres. They are

already sealed with lead at the custom-house, that

they may be exempted from further visitation.

This is a precaution which every traveller takes,

both by sea and land. He must likewise provide

himself with a passavant at the bureau, otherwise

he may be stopped and rummaged at every town
through which he passes. I have hired a berlin

and four horses to Paris, for fourteen Louis d'ors
;

two of which the voiturier is obliged to pay for a

permission from the farmers of the post, for every
thing is farmed in this country ; and if you hire a

carriage, as I have done, you must pay twelve livres,

or half a guinea, for every person that travels in

it. The common coach between Calais and Paris

is such a vehicle as no man would use who has any
regard to his own ease and convenience ; and it

travels at the pace of an English waggon.
In ten days I shall set out on my journey ; and

I shall leave Boulogne with regret. I have been
happy in the acquaintance of Mrs B and a few
British families in the place ; and it was my good
fortune to m^et here with two honest gentlemen,
whom I had formerly known in Paris, as well as

with some of my countrymen, officers in the ser-

vice of France. My next will be from Paris. Re-
member me to our friends at A—'s. I am a little

heavy-hearted at the prospect of removing to such
a distance from you. It is a moot poiut whether

I shall ever return. My health is very precarious
Adieu.

LETTER THE SIXTH.

Paris, October 12. 1763.

Dear Sir,—Of our journey from Boulogne I

have little to say. The weather was favourable,

and the roads were in tolerable order. We found
good accommodation at Montreuil and Amiens ;

but in every other place where >e stopped, we
met with abundance of dirt, and the most flagrant

imposition. I shall not pretend to describe the

cities of Abbeville and Amiens, which we saw only

en passant ; nor take up your time with an account

of the stables and palace of Chantilly. belonging to

the prince of Conde, which we visited the last day
of our journey ; nor shall I detain you with a
detail of the Tresors de St. Denis, which, toge-

ther with the tombs in the abbey-church, afforded

us some amusement while our dinner was getting

ready. All these particulars are mentioned in

twenty different books of tours, travels, and di-

rections, which you have often perused. I shall

only observe, that the abbey-church is the lightest

piece of Gothic architecture I have seen, and the

air within seems perfectly free from that damp
and moisture, so perceivable in all our old cathe-

drals. This must be owing to the nature of its

situation. There are some fine marble statues that

adorn the tombs of certain individuals here interred

;

but they are mostly in the French taste, which is

quite contrary to the simplicity of the ancients.

Their attitudes are affected, unnatural, and desul-

tory, and their draperies fantastic ; or, as one of

our English artists expressed himself, they are all of
a flutter. As for the treasures, which are shown
on certain days to the populace gratis, they are

contained in a number of presses, or armoires, and

if the stones are genuine, they must be inestimable.

But this I cannot believe. Indeed I have been told,

that what they show as diamonds are no more than

composition ; nevertheless, exclusive of these, there

are some rough stones of great value, and many
curiosities worth seeing. The monk that showed
them was the very image of our friend Hamilton,

both in his looks and manner.

I have one thing very extraordinary to observe

of the French auberges, which seems to be a re-

markable deviation from the general character of

the nation. The landlords, hostesses, and servants

of the inns upon the road, have not the least dash

of complaisance in their behaviour to strangers.

Instead of coming to the door to receive you, as in

England, they take no manner of notice of you

;

but leave you to find or inquire your way into the

kitchen, and there you must ask several times for

a chamber, before they seem willing to conduct you

up stairs. In general, you are served with the

appearance of the most mortifying indifference, at

the very time they are laying schemes for fleecing

vou of your money. It is a very odd contrast be-

tween France and England. In the former, all the

people are complaisant, but the publicans ; in the

latter, there is hardly any complaisance, but among
the publicans. 'When I said all the people in

France, I ought also to except those vermin who
examine the baggage of travellers in different parts

of the kingdom. Although our portmanteaus were

sealed with lead, and we were provided with a

passavant from the douane, our coach was searched
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at the gate of Paris by which we entered
; and the

women were obliged to get out, and stand in the
open street, till this operation was performed.

I had desired a friend to provide lodgings for
me at Paris, in the Fauxbourg St. Germain ; and
accordingly we found ourselves accommodated at
the Hotel de Montmorency, with a first floor, which
costs me ten livres a-day. I should have put up
with it, had it been less polite ; but as I have only
a few days to stay in this place, and some visits to
receive, I am not sorry that my friend has exceeded
his commission. I have been guilty of another
piece of extravagance, in hiring a carosse de remise,
for which I pay twelve livres a-day. Besides the
article of visiting, I could not leave Paris, without
carrying my wife and the girls to see the most re-
markable places in and about this capital, such as
the Luxembourg, the Palais-Royal, the Tuilleries,
the Louvre, the Invalids, the Gobelins, &c. ; toge-
ther with Versailles, Trianon, Marli, Meudon, and
Choissi; and therefore I thought the difference
in point of expense would not be great between a
carosse de re>?iise and a hackney-coach. The first
are extremely elegant, if not too much ornamented

;

the last are very shabby and disagreeable. Nothing
gives me such chagrin, as the necessity I am under
to hire a valet de place, as my own servant does not
speak the language. You cannot conceive with
what eagerness and dexterity those rascally valets
exert themselves in pillaging strangers. There is
always one ready in waiting on your arrival, who
begins by assisting your own servant to unload
your baggage, and interests himself in your affairs
with such artful officiousncss, that you will find it
difficult to shake him off, even though you were
determined beforehand against hiring any such do-
mestic. He produces recommendations from his
former masters, and the people of the house vouch
for his honesty. The truth is, those fellows are very
hand)', useful, and obliging; and so far honest, that
they will not steal in the usual way. You may
safely trust one of them to bring you a hundred
Louis d'ors from your banker ; but they fleece you
without mercy in every other article of expense.
I hey lay all your tradesmen under contribution

;your tailor, barber, mantua-maker, milliner, per-
fumer, shoemaker, mercer, jeweller, hatter, traiteur,
and wine-merchant

; even the bourgeois who owns
your coach, pays him twenty sols per day. His
wages amount to twice as much ; so that I imagine
the fellow that serves me makes above ten shillings
a-day, besides his victuals, which, by the by, he
has no right to demand. Living at Paris, to the
best of my recollection, is very near twice as dear
as it was fifteen years ago

; and, indeed, this is the
case in London ; a circumstunce that must be un-
doubtedly owing to an increase of taxes; for I
don't find, that, in the articles of eating and drink-
ing, the French people are more luxurious than
they were heretofore. I am told the entrees, or du-
ties paid upon provision imported into Paris, are
very heavy. AH manner of butcher's meat and
poultry are extremely good in this place. The beef
is excellent. The wine which is generally drank
is a very thin kind of Burgundy. I can by no
means relish their cookery

; but one breakfasts de-
liciously upon their petit pains, and the pdtes of
butter, which last is exquisite.
The common people, and even the bourgeois of

Paris, live, at this season, chiefly on bread and
grapes, which is undoubtedly very wholesome fare
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If the same simplicity of diet prevailed in England,
we should certainly undersell the French at all
foreign markets ; tor they are very slothful with all
their vivacity ; and the great number of their holi-
days not only encourages this lazy disposition, but
actually robs them of one half of what their labour
would otherwise produce ; so that, if our common
people were not so expensive in their living, that
is, in their eating and drinking, labour might be
afforded cheaper in England than in France. There
are three young lusty hussies, nieces or daughters
of a blacksmith, that lives just opposite to my win-
dows,who do nothing from morning till night. They
eat grapes and bread from seven till nine ; from
nine till twelve they dress their hair, and are all the
afternoon gaping at the window to view passengers.
I don't perceive that they give themselves the
trouble either to make their beds, or clean their
apartment. The same spirit of idleness and dissi-
pation I have observed in every part of France, and
among every class of people.

_

Every object seems to have shrunk in its dimen-
sions since I was last in Paris. The Louvre, the
Palais Royal, the bridges, and the river Seine, by
no means answer the ideas I had formed of them
from my former observation. When the memory
is not very correct, the imagination always betrays
her into such extravagances. When I revisited
my own country, after an absence of fourteen
years, I found every thing diminished in the
same manner, and I could scarce believe mv own
eyes.

Notwithstanding the gay dispositions of the
French, their houses are all gloomy. In spite of
all the ornaments that have been lavished on Ver-
sailles, it is a dismal habitation. The apartments
are dark, ill furnished, dirty, and unprmcely.
Take the castle, chapel, and garden altogether,
they make a most fantastic composition of mag-
nificence and littleness, taste and foppery. After
all, it is in England only where we must look for
cheerful apartments, gay furniture, neatness, and
convenience. There is a strange incongruity in
the French genius. With all their volatility,
prattle, and fondness for bons mots, they delight in
a species of drawling melancholy church music.
Their most favourite dramatic pieces are almost
without incident ; and the dialogue of their come-
dies consists of moral insipid apophthegms, entirely
destitute of wit or repartee. I know what I hazard
by this opinion among the implicit admirers of
Lully, Racine, and Moliere.

I don't talk of the busts, the statues, and the
pictures which abound at Versailles and other
places in and about Paris, particularly the great
collection of capital pieces in the Palais Royal,
belonging to the Duke of Orleans. I have
neither capacity nor inclination to give a cri-
tique on these chef d'oeuvres, which, indeed, would
take up a whole volume. I have seen this
great magazine of painting three times with asto-
nishment

; but I should have been better pleased if
there had not been half the number. One is
bewildered in such a profusion, as not to know
where to begin, and hurried away before there is
time to consider one piece with any sort of deli-
beration. Besides, the rooms are all dark, and a
great many of the pictures hang in a bad light
As for Trianon, Marli, and Choissi, they are no
more than pigeon houses, in respect to palaces

;

and, notwithstanding the extravagant eulogiums
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which you have heard of the French king's houses,

I will venture to affirm, that the king of England
is better, I mean more comfortably lodged. I

ought, however, to except Fountainbleau, which I

have not seen.

The city of Paris is said to be five leagues, or

fifteen miles in circumference ;
and, if it is really

so, it must be much more populous than London,
for the streets are very narrow, and the houses very

high, with a different family on every floor. But I

have measured the best plans of these two royal

cities, and am certain that Paris does not take up
near so much ground as London and Westminster

occupy ; and I suspect the number of its inhabit-

ants is also exaggerated by those who say it

amounts to eight hundred thousand, that is, two
hundred thousand more than are contained in the

bills of mortality. The hotels of the French
noblesse at Paris take up a great deal of room,

with their court-yards and gardens ; and so do their

convents and churches. It must be owned, indeed,

that their streets are wonderfully crowded with

people and carriages.

The French begin to imitate the English, but

only in such particulars as render them worthy of

imitation. When I was last at Paris, no person of

any condition, male or female, appeared but in full

dress, even wiien obliged to come out early in the

morning, and there was not such a thing to be

seen as a perruque ronde; but at present I see a

number of frocks and scratches in a morning in

the streets of this metropolis. They have set up a

petite poste, on the plan of our penny post, with

some improvements ; and I am told, there is a

scheme on foot for supplying every house with

water, by leaden pipes, from the river Seine. They
have even adopted our practice of the cold bath,

which is taken very conveniently in wooden houses,

erected on the side of the river, the water of which
is let in and out occasionally, by cocks fixed in the

sides of the bath. There are different rooms for

the different sexes ; the accommodations are good,

and the expense is a trifle. The tapestry of the

Gobelins is brought to an amazing degree of per-

fection ; and I am surprised that this furniture is

not more in fashion among the great, who alone

are able to purchase it. It would be a most ele-

gant and magnificent ornament, which would
always nobly distinguish their apartments from
those of an inferior rank ; and in this they would
run no risk of being rivalled by the bourgeois.

At the village of Chaillot, in the neighbourhood of

Paris, they make beautiful carpets and screen-

work ; and this is the more extraordinary, as there

are hardly any carpets used in this kingdom. In

almost all the lodging houses, the floors are of

brick, and have no other kind of cleaning, than

that of being sprinkled with water, and swept once

a-day. These brick floors, the stone stairs, the

want of wainscoting in the rooms, and the thick

party walls of stone, are, however, good preserva-

tives against fire, which seldom does any damage
in this city. Instead of wainscoting, the walls are

covered with tapestry or damask. The beds in

general are very good, and well ornamented with

testers and curtains.

Fifteen years ago, the river Seine, within a mile

of Paris, was as solitary as if it had run through a

desert. At present the banks of it are adorned
with a number of elegant houses and plantations,

as far as Marli. I need not mention the machine

at this place for raising water, because I know
you are well acquainted with its construction ; nor
shall I say any thing more of the city of Paris, but
that there is a new square built on an elegant plan,

at the end of the garden of the Thuilleries. It is

called Place de Louis XV. and in the middle of

it there is a good equestrian statue of the reigning

king.

You have often heard that Louis XLV. fre-

quently regretted, that his country did not afford

gravel for the walks of his gardens, which are

covered with a white loose sand, very disagreeable

both to the eyes and feet of those who walk upon
it ; but this is a vulgar mistake. There is plenty

of gravel on the road between Paris and Ver-
sailles, as well as in many other parts of this

kingdom ; but the French, who are all for glare

and glitter, think the other is more gay and agree-

able. One would imagine they did not feel the

burning reflection from the white sand, which in

summer is almost intolerable.

In the character of the French, considered as a

people, there are undoubtedly many circumstances

truly ridiculous. You know the fashionable people,

who go a hunting, are equipped with their jack

boots, bag wigs, swords, and pistols. But I saw
the other day a scene still more grotesque. On the

road to Choissi, a fiacre, or hackney-coach, stop-

ped, and out came five or six men, armed with

muskets, who took post, each behind a separate

tree. I asked our servant who they were, ima-

gining they might be archers, or footpads of justice,

in pursuit of some malefactor. But guess my
surprise, when the fellow told me, they were gen-

tlemen d la chasse. They were in fact come out

from Paris in this equipage, to take the diversion

of hare hunting ; that is, of shooting from behind

a tree at the hares that chanced to pass. Indeed, if

they had nothing more in view, but to destroy the

game, this was a very effectual method ; for the

hares are in such plenty in this neighbourhood,

that I have seen a dozen together in the same field.

I think this way of hunting, in a coach or chariot,

might be properly adopted at London, in favour of

those aldermen of the city, who are too unwieldy

to follow the hounds on horseback.

The French, however, with all their absurdities,

preserve a certain ascendency over us, which is

very disgraceful to our nation ; and this appears in

nothing more than in the article of dress. "We

are contented to be thought the ; r apes in fashion ;

but, in fact, we are slaves to their tailors, mantua-

makers, barbers, and other tradesmen. One would

be apt to imagine that our own tradesmen had

joined them in a combination against us. When
the natives of France come to London, they appear

in all public places, with clothes made according to

the fashion of their own country, and this fashion

is generally admired by the English. Why, there-

fore, don't we follow it implicitly ? No, we pique

ourselves upon a most ridiculous deviation from the

very modes we admire, and please ourselves with

thinking this deviation is a mark of our spirit and

liberty. But we have not spirit enough to persist

in this deviation, when we visit their country :

otherwise, perhaps, they would come to admire and

follow our example ; for, certainly, in point of true

taste, the fashions of both countries are equally

absurd. At present, the skirts of the English

descend from the fifth rib to the calf of the leg, and

give the coat the form of a Jewish gaberdine ; and
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our hats seem to be modelled after that which Pistol
wears upon the stage. In France, the haunch
buttons and pocket holes are within half a foot of
the coat's extremity. Their hats look as if they
had been pared round the brims, and the crown is

covered with a kind of cordage, whkh in my
opinion produces a very beggarly effect. In every
othercircumstance ofdress, male and female, the con-
trast between the two nations appears equally glaring.
What is the consequence? when an Englishman
comes to Paris, he cannot appear until he has
undergone a total metamorphosis. At his first

arrival, he finds it necessary to send for the tailor,

perruquier, hatter, shoemaker, and every other
tradesman concerned in the equipment of the human
body. He must even change his buckles, and the
form of his ruffles

; and, though at the risk of his
life, suit his clothes to the mode of the season. For
example, though the weather should be never so
cold, he must wear his habit d'ete, or demi-saison,
without presuming to put on a warm dress before
the day which fashion has fixed for that purpose

;

and neither old age nor infirmity will excuse a man
for wearing his hat upon his head, either at home
or abroad. Females are, if possible, still more
subject to the caprices of fashion; and as the
articles of their dress are more manifold, it is

enough to make a man's heart ache to see his wife
surrounded by a multitude of cotturieres, milliners,
and tire-women. All her sacks and negligees
must be altered and new trimmed. She must have
new caps, new laces, new shoes, and her hair new
cut. She must have her taffaties for the summer,
her flowered silks for the spring and autumn, her
satins and damasks for winter. The good man who
used to wear the beau drap d'Angleterrc, quite plain
all the year round, with a long bob, or tie periwig,
must here provide himself, with a camlet suit
trimmed with silver for spring and autumn, with
silk clothes for summer, and cloth laced with gold
or velvet for winter ; and he must wear his bag-
wig a la pigeon. This variety of dress is absolutely
indispensable for all those who pretend to any rank
above the mere bourgeois. On his return to his
own country, all this frippery is useless. He cannot
appear in London until he has undergone another
thorough metamorphosis ; so that he will Have some
reason to think, that the tradesmen of Paris and
London have combined to lay him under con-
tribution. And they, no doubt, are the directors
who regulate the fashions in both capitals ; the
English, however, in a subordinate capacity : for
the puppets of their making will not pass at Paris,
nor indeed in any other part of Europe

; whereas,
a French petit-maitre is reckoned a complete figure
every where, London not excepted. Since it is so
much the humour of the English to run abroad, I
wish they had antigallican spirit enough to produce
themselves in their own genuine English dress, and
treat the French modes with the same philosophical
contempt which was shown by an honest gentleman,
distinguished by the name of Wig Middleton.
That unshaken patriot still appears in the same
kind of scratch periwig, skimming-dish hat, and
slit sleeve, which were worn five-and-twenty years
ago, and has invariably persisted in this garb,
in defiance of all the revolutions of the mode. I
remember a student in the Temple, who, after a
long and learned investigation of the to koAoc, or
beautiful, had resolution enough to let his beard
grow, and wore it in all public places, until his heir

at law applied for a commission of lunacy against
him ; then he submitted to the razor rather than
run the risk of being found non compos.

Before I conclude, I must tell you, that the most
reputable shopkeepers and tradesmen of Paris think
it no disgrace to practise the most shameful im-
position. I myself know an instance of one of the
most creditable marchands in this capital, who
demanded six francs an ell for some lutestrings,

laying his hand upon his breast at the same time,
and declaring en conscience that it cost him within
three sols of the money. Yet, in less than three
minutes, he sold it for four and a half, and when
the buyer upbraided him with his former declara-
tion, he shrugged up his shoulders, saying, il faut
marchander. I don't mention this as a particular
instance. The same mean disicgenuity is universal
all over France, as I have been informed by several
persons of veracity.

The next letter you have from me will probably
be dated at Nismes, or Montpelier. Meanwhile, I
am ever Yours.

LETTER THE SEVENTH.
Paris, October 12, 1763,

Madam,—I shall be much pleased if the remarks
I have made on the characters of the French people
can afford you the satisfaction you require. With
respect to the ladies, I can only judge from their
exteriors

; but, indeed, these are so characteristic,
that one can hardly judge amiss ; unless we sup-
pose that a woman of taste and sentiment may be
so over-ruled by the absurdity of what is called
fashion, as to reject reason, and disguise nature, in
order to become ridiculous or frightful. That this
may be the ca*e with some individuals, is very
possible. I have known it happen in our own
country, where the follies ofthe French are adopted,
and exhibited in the most awkward imitation. But
the general prevalence of those preposterous modes,
is a plain proof that there is a general want of taste,
and a general depravity of nature. I shall not
pretend to describe the particulars of a French
lady's dress. These you are much better acquainted
with than I can pretend to be. But this 1 will be
bold to affirm, that France is the general reservoir
from which all the absurdities of false taste, luxury,
and extravagance, have overflowed the different
kingdoms and states of Europe. The springs that
fill this reservoir are no other than vanity and
ignorance. It would be superfluous to attempt
proving from the nature of things, from the first

principles and use of dress, as well as from the con-
sideration of natural beauty, and the practice of
the ancients, who certainly understood it as well as
the connoisseurs of these days, that nothing can be
more monstrous, inconvenient, and contemptible,
that the fashion of modern drapery. You yourself
are well aware of all its defects, and have often
ridiculed them in my hearing. I shall only men-
tion one particular of dress essential to the fashion
in this country, which seems to me to carry human
affectation to the very farthest verge of folly and
extravagance; that is, the manner in which the
faces of the ladies are primed and painted. When
the Indian chiefs were in England, every body
ridiculed their preposterous method of painting their
cheeks and eye-lids; but this ridicule was wron<*
placed. Those critics ought to have considered^
that the Indians do not use paint to make them-
selves agreeable

; but in order to be the more ter-
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rible to their enemies. It is generally supposed,

I think, that your sex make use offard and Vermil-

lion for very different purposes : namely, to help a

bad or faded complexion, to heighten the graces,

or conceal the defects of nature, as well as the

ravages of time. I shall not inquire at present

whether it is just and honest to impose in this

manner on mankind. If it is not honest, it may be

allowed to be artful and politic, and shows, at

least, a desire of being agreeable. But to lay it on
as the fashion in France prescribes to all the ladies

of condition, who indeed cannot appear without

this badge of distinction, is to disguise themselves

in such a manner, as to render them odious and
detestable to every spectator, who has the least re-

lish left for nature and propriety. As for thefard,

or white, with which their necks and shoulders are

plastered, it may be in some measure excusable, as

their skins are naturally brown, or sallow; but the

rouye, which is daubed on their faces, from the chin

up to the eyes, without the least art or dexterity,

not only destroys all distinction of features, but

renders the aspect really frightful, or at best con-
veys nothing but ideas of disgust and aversion.

You know that, without this horrible masque, no
married lady is admitted at court, or in any polite

assembly; and that it is a mark of distinction which
no bourgeois dare assume. Ladies of fashion only

have the privilege of exposing themselves in these

ungracious colours. As their faces are concealed

under a false complexion, so their heads are covered
with a vast load of false hair, which is frizzled on
the forehead, so as exactly to resemble the woolly

heads of the Guinea negroes. As to the natural

hue of it, this is a matter of no consequence, for

powder makes every head of hair of the same colour;

and no woman appears in this country, from the

moment she rises till night, without being com-
pletely whitened. Powder or meal was first used
in Europe by the Poles, to conceal their scald

heads ; but the present fashion of using it, as well

as the modish method of dressing the hair, must
have been borrowed from the Hottentots, who
grease their woolly heads with mutton suet, and
then paste it over with the powder called buchu.

In like manner the hair of our fine ladies is frizzled

into the appearance of negro's wool, and stiffened

with an abominable paste of hog's grease, tallow,

and white powder. The present fashion, therefore,

of painting the face, and adorning the head, adopted
by the beau monde in France, is taken from those

two polite nations, the Chickesaws of America, and
the Hottentots of Africa. On the whole, when I see

one of those fine creatures sailing along, in her
tawdry robes of silk and gauze, frilled and flounced,

and furbeloed, with her false locks, her false jewels,

her paint, her patches, and perfumes ; I cannot
help looking upon her as the vilest piece of sophis-

tication that art ever produced.

This hideous mask of painting, though destruc-

tive of all beauty, is, however, favourable to natural

homeliness and deformity. It accustoms the eyes

of the other sex, and in time reconciles them to

frightful objects ; it disables them from perceiving

any distinction of features between woman and
woman ; and by reducing all faces to a level, gives

every female an equal chance for an admirer ; being
in this particular analogous to the practice of the

ancient Lacedemonians, who were obliged to choose
their help-mates in the dark. In what manner the
insides of their heads are furnished, I would not

presume to judge from the conversation of a very
few to whom I have had access. But from the

nature of their education, which I have heard de-

scribed, and the natural vivacity of their tempers,

I should expect neither sense, sentiment, nor dis-

cretion. From the nursery, they are allowed, and
even encouraged, to say every thing that comes
uppermost ; by which means they acquire a volu-

bility of tongue, and a set of phrases, which consti-

tutes what is called polite conversation. At the

same time they obtain an absolute conquest over

all sense of shame, or rather they avoid acquiring

this troublesome sensation ; for it is certainly no
innate idea. Those who have not governesses at

home are sent for a few years to a convent, where
they lay in a fund of superstition that serves them
for life. But I never heard they had the least

opportunity of cultivating the mind, of exercising

the powers of reason, or of imbibing a taste for

letters, or any rational or useful accomplishment.

After being taught to prattle, to dance and play at

cards, they are deemed sufficiently qualified to

appear in the grand monde, and to perform all the

duties of that high rank and station in life. In

mentioning cards, I ought to observe, that they

learn to play not barely for amusement,butalso with

a view to advantage ;
and, indeed, you seldom meet

with a native of France, whether male or female,

who is not a complete gamester, well versed in all

the subtleties and finesses of the art. This is like-

wise the case all over Italy. A lady of a great house

in Piedmont, having four sons, makes no scruple to

declare, that the first shall represent the family, the

second enter into the army, the third into the church,

and that she will breed the fourth a gamester. These
noble adventurers devote themselves in a particular

manner to the entertainment of travellers from our

country, because the English are supposed to be

full of money, rash, incautious, and utterly ignorant

of play. But such a sharper is most dangerous,

when he hunts in couple with a female. I have

known a French count and his wife, who found

means to lay the most wary under contribution.

He was smooth, supple, officious, and attentive. She
was young, handsome, unprincipled, and artful. If

the Englishman marked for prey was found upon his

guard against the designs of the husband, then

madam plies him on the side of gallantry. She
displayed all the attractions of her person. She
sung, danced, ogled, sighed, complimented, and

complained. Khe was insensible to all her charms,

she flattered his vanity, and piqued his pride, by
extolling the wealth and generosity of the English

;

and if he proved deaf to all these insinuations, she,

as her last stake, endeavoured to interest his hu-

manity and compassion. She expatiated, with tears

in her eves, on the cruelty and indifference of her

great relations ; represented that her husband was

no more than the cadet of a noble family ; that his

provision was by no means suitable, either to the

dignity of his rank, or the generosity of his disposi-

tion. That he had a lawsuit of great consequence

depending, which had drained all his finances ; and,

finally, that they should be both ruined, if they

could not find some generous friend, who would
accommodate them with a sum ofmoney to bring the

cause to a determination. Those who are not actu-

ated by such scandalous motives, become gamesters

from mere habit, and, having nothing more solid

to engage their thoughts, or employ their time,

consume the best part of their lives in this w orst of
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all dissipation. I am not ignorant that there are
exceptions to this general rule. I know that France
has produced a Maintenon, a Sevigne, a Scuderi, a
Dacier, and a Chatelet ; but I would no more de-
duce the general character of the French ladies
from these examples, than I would call a field of
hemp a flower-garden, because there might be in it

a few lilies or ranunculus planted by the hand of
accident.

Woman has been defined a weaker man ; but in
this country, the men are, in my opinion, more
ridiculous and insignificant than the women. They
certainly are more disagreeable to a rational inquirer,
because they are more troublesome. Of all the
coxcombs on the face of the earth, a French petit-
maitre is the most impertinent; and they are all
petit-maitres, from the marquis who glitters in lace
and embroidery, to the garcon barbier covered with
meal, who struts with his hair in a long queue, and
his hat under his arm. I have already observed,
that vanity is the great and universal mover among
all racks and degrees of people in this nation ; and
as they take no pains to conceal or control it, they
are hurried by it into the most ridiculous, and,
indeed, intolerable extravagance.
When I talk of the French nation, I must again

except a great number of individuals from the
general censure. Though I have a hearty con-
tempt for the ignorance, folly, and presumption
which characterise the generality, I cannot but
respect the talents of many great men, who have
eminently distinguished themselves in every art
and science. These I shall always revere and es-
teem as creatures of a superior species, produced,
for the wise purposes of Providence, among the
refuse of mankind. It would be absurd to con-
clude, that the Welsh or Highlanders are a gigantic
people, because those mountains may have produced
a few individuals near seven feet high. It would
be equally absurd to supppose the French are a
nation of philosophers, because France has given
birth to a Des Cartes, a Maupertuis, a Reaumur,
and a Buffon.

I shall not even deny, that the French are by no
means deficient in natural capacity ; but they are,
at the same time, remarkable for a natural levity,
which hinders their youth from cultivating that
capacity. This is reinforced by the most prepos-
terous education, and the example of a giddy
people, engaged in the most frivolous pursuits. A
Frenchman is by some Jesuit, or other monk,
taught to read his mother tongue, and to say his
prayers in a language he does not understand. He
learns to dance and to fence, by the masters of
those noble sciences. He becomes a complete con-
noisseur in dressing hair, and in adorning his own
person, under the hands and instructions of his
barber and valet-de-chambre. If he learns to play
upon the flute or the fiddle, he is altogether irresis-
tible. But he piques himself upon being polished
above the natives of any other country by his con-
versation with the fair sex. In the course of this
communication, with which he is indulged from
his tender years, he learns like a parrot, by rote,
the whole circle of French compliments, which
you know are a set of phrases, ridiculous even to a
proverb

;
and these he throws out indiscriminately

to all women without distinction, in the exercise of
that kind of address which is here distinguished
by the name of gallantry ; it is no more than his
making love to every woman who will give him the
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hearing. It is an exercise, by the repetition of
which he becomes very pert, very familiar, and
very impertinent. Modesty, or diffidence, I have
already said, is utterly unknown among them, and
therefore I wonder there should be a term to ex-
press it in their language.

If I was obliged to define politeness, I should
call it the art of making one's self agreeable. I
think it an art that necessarily implies a sense of
decorum, and a delicacy of sentiment. These are
qualities, of which (as far as I have been able to
observe) a Frenchman has no idea; therefore he
never can be deemed polite, except by those per-
sons among whom they are as little understood.
His first aim is to adorn his own person with what
he calls fine clothes, that is, the frippery of the
fashion. It is no wonder that the heart of a female,
unimproved by reason, and untinctured with na-
tural good sense, should flutter at the sight of such
a gaudy thing, amongst the number of her ad-
mirers. This impression is enforced by fustian
compliments, which her own vanity interprets in a
literal sense, and still more confirmed by the assi-
duous attention of the gallant, who, indeed, has
nothing else to mind. A Frenchman, in conse-
quence of his mingling with the females from his
infancy, not only becomes acquainted with all their
customs and humours, but grows wonderfully alert
in performing a thousand little offices, which are
overlooked by other men, whose time hath been
spent in making more valuable acquisitions. He
enters, without ceremony, a lady's bed-chamber
while she is in bed, reaches her whatever she
wants, airs her shift, and helps to put it on. He
attends at her toilette, regulates the distribution of
her patches, and advises where to lay on the paint.
If he visits her when she is dressed, and perceives
the least impropriety in her eoeffure, he insists
upon adjusting it with his own hands. If he sees
a curl, or even a single hair amiss, he produces a
comb, his scissors, and pomatum, and sets it to
rights with the dexterity of a professed friseur.
He squires her to every place she visits, either on
business or pleasure

; and, by dedicating his whole
time to her, renders himself necessary to her oc-
casions. This I take to be the most agreeable side
of his character. Let us view him on the quarter
of impertinence. A Frenchman pries into all your
secrets with the most impudent and importunate
curiosity, and then discloses them without remorse.
If you are indisposed, he questions you about the
symptoms of your disorder with more freedom
than your physician would presume to use

; very
often in the grossest terms. He then proposes his
remedy (for they are all quacks), he prepares it with-
out your knowledge, and worries you with solicita-
tion to take it, without paying the least regard to
the opinion of those whom you have chosen to
take care of your health. Let you be ever so ill,

or averse to company, he forces himself at all
times into your bed-chamber, and if it is necessary
to give him a peremptory refusal, he is affronted. I
have known one of those petit-maitres insist upon
paying regular visits twice a day to a poor gentle-
man who was delirious; and he conversed with
him on different subjects, till he was in his last
agonies. This attendance is not the effect of at-
tachment or regard, but of sheer vanity, that he
may afterwards boast of his charity and humane
disposition

, though of all the people I have ever
known, I think the French are the least capable of

z z
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feeling for the distresses of their fellow-creatures.

Their hearts are not susceptible of deep impressions

;

and, such is their levity, that the imagination has

not time to brood long over any disagreeable idea

or sensation. As a Frenchman piques himself on

his gallantry, he no sooner makes a conquest of a

female's heart, than he exposes her character, for

the gratification of his vanity. Nay, if he should

miscarry in his schemes, he will forge letters and

stories, to the ruin of the lady's reputation. This is

a species of perfidy which- one would think should

render them odious and detestable to the whole

sex ; but the case is otherwise. I beg your pardon,

madam, but women are never better pleased than

when they see one another exposed ; and every

individual has such confidence in her own superior

charms and discretion, that she thinks she can fix

the most volatile, and reform the most treacherous

lover.

If a Frenchman is admitted into your family,

and distinguished by repeated marks of your
friendship and regard, the first return he makes
for your civilities is to make love to your wife, if

she is handsome ; if not, to your sister, or daughter,

or niece. If he suffers a repulse from your wife,

or attempts in vain to debauch your sister, or

your daughter, or your niece, he will, rather than

not play the traitor with his gallantry, make his

addresses to your grandmother; and ten to one

but in one shape or another, he will find means to

ruin the peace of a family, in which he has been

so kindly entertained. What he cannot accomplish

by dint of compliment, and personal attendance,

he will endeavour to effect by reinforcing these

with billet-doux, songs, and verses, of which he

always makes a provision for such purposes. If

he is detected in these efforts of treachery, and
reproached with his ingratitude, he impudently

declares, that what he had done was no more than

simple gallantry, considered in France as an indis-

pensable duty on every man who pretended to good

breeding. Nay, he will even affirm, that his en-

deavours to corrupt your wife, or deflower your

daughter, were the most genuine proofs he could

give of his particular regard for your family.

If a Frenchman is capable of real friendship, it

must certainly be the most disagreeable present he

can possibly make to a man of a true English cha-

racter. You know, madam, we are naturally taci-

turn, soon tired of impertinence, and much subject

to fits of disgust. Your French friend intrudes

upon you at all hours ; he stuns you with his loqua-

city ; he teases you with impertinent questions about

your domestic and private affairs ; he attempts to

meddle in all your concerns ; and forces his advice

upon you with the most unwearied importunity ; he

asks the price of every thing you wear, and, so sure

as you tell him, undervalues it without hesitation ;

he affirms it is in a bad taste, ill contrived, ill made ;

that you have been imposed upon both with respect

to the fashion and the price ; that the marquis of

this, or the countess of that, has one that is per-

fectly elegant, quite in the bon ton, and yet it cost

her little more than you gave for a thing that no-

body would wear.

If there were five hundred dishes at table, a

Frenchman will eat of all of them, and then com-
plain he has no appetite—this I have several times

remarked : a friend of mine gained a considerable

wager upon an experiment of this kind ; the pctit-

maitre ate of fourteen different plates, besides the

dessert : then disparaged the cook, declaring he was
no better than a marmilon, or turnspit.

The French have a most ridiculous fondness for

their hair ; and this I believe they inherit from
their remote ancestors. The first race of French
kings were distinguished by their long hair, and cer-

tainly the people of this country consider it as an
indispensable ornament. A Frenchman will sooner

part with his religion than with his hair, which,

indeed, no consideration will induce him to forego.

I know a gentleman afflicted with a continual head-

ache, and a defluxion on his eyes, who was told by
his physician, that the best chance he had for being

cured, would be to have his head close shaved, and
bathed every day in cold water. " How!" cried he;
" cut my hair? Mr. doctor, your most humble ser-

vant ! " He dismissed his physician, lost his eye-

sight, and almost his senses, and is now led about

with his hair in a bag, and a piece of green silk

hanging like a screen before his face. Count Saxe,

and other military writers, have demonstrated the

absurdity of a soldier's wearing a long head of hair

;

nevertheless every soldier in this country wears a

long queue, which makes a delicate mark on his

white clothing : and this ridiculous foppery has de-

scended even to the lowest class of people. The
decrotteur, who cleans your shoes at the corner of

the Pont Neuf, has a tail of this kind hanging down
to his rump, and even the peasant who drives an ass

loaded with dung, wears his hair en queue, though

perhaps he has neither shirt nor breeches. This is

the ornament upon which he bestows much time

and pains, and in the exhibition of which he finds

full gratification for his vanity. Considering the

harsh features of the common people in this coun-

try, their diminutive stature, their grimaces, and

that long appendage, they have no small resem-

blance to large baboons walking upright ; and per-

haps this similitude has helped to entail upon them

the ridicule of their neighbours.

A French friend tires out your patience with long

visits ; and far from taking the most palpable hints

to withdraw, when he perceives you uneasy, he

observes you are low-spirited, and therefore declares

he will keep you company. This perseverance

shows that he must either be void of all penetration,

or that his disposition must be truly diabolical.

Rather than be tormented with such a fiend, a man
had better turn him out of doors, even though at

the hazard of being run through the body.

The French are generally counted insincere, and

taxed with want of generosity ; but I think these

reproaches are not well founded. High flown pro-

fessions of friendship and attachment constitute the

language of common compliment in this country,

and are never supposed to be understood in the

literal acceptation of the words ; and if their acts of

generosity are but very rare, we ought to ascribe

that rarity, not so much to a deficiency of generous

sentiments, as to their vanity and ostentation, which,

engrossing all their funds, utterly disable them from

exerting the virtues of beneficence. Vanity, indeed,

predominates among all ranks to such a degree,

that they are the greatest egotists in the world ; and

the most insignificant individual talks in company
with the same conceit and arrogance as a person of

the greatest importance. Neither conscious poverty

nor disgrace will restrain him in the least, either

from assuming his full share of the conversation, or

making his addresses to the finest lady whom he

has the smallest opportunity to approach ; nor is he



TEAVELS THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY. 707

restrained by any other consideration whatsoever.
It is all one to him whether he himself has a wife of
his own, or the lady a husband ; whether she is de-
signed for the cloister, or pre-engaged to his best
friend and benefactor. He takes it for granted that
his addresses cannot but be acceptable ; and if he
meets with a repulse, he condemns her taste, but
never doubts his own qualifications.

I have a great many things to say of their mili-
tary character, and their punctilios of honour,
which last are equally absurd and pernicious ; but
as this letter has run to an unconscionable length,
I shall defer them till another opportunity. Mean-
while I have the honour to be, with very particular
esteem, Madam, your most obedient servant.

LETTER THE EIGHTH.
Lyons, October 19, 1763.

Dear Sir,—I was favoured with yours at Paris
and look upon your reproaches as the proof of your
friendship. The truth is, I considered all the letters
I have hitherto written on the subject ofmy travels, as
written to your society in general, though they have
been addressed to one individual of it ; and if they
contain any thing that can either amuse or inform,
I desire that henceforth all I send may be freely
perused by all the members.
With respect to my health, about which yon so

kindly inquire, I have nothing new to communi-
cate. I had reason to think that my bathing in the
sea at Boulogne produced a good effect, in strength-
ening my relaxed fibres. You know how subject I
was to colds in England ; that I could not stir abroad
after sunset, nor expose myself to the smallest
damp, nor walk till the least moisture appeared on
my skin, without being laid up for ten days or a
fortnight. At Paris, however, I went out every
day with my hat under my arm. though the weather
was wet and cold; I walked in the garden at Ver-
sailles even after it was dark, with my head uncov-
ered, on a cold evening, when the ground was far
from being dry

; nay, at Marli, I sauntered above a
mile through damp alleys and wet grass ; and from
none of these risks did I feel the least inconve-
nience.

In one of our excursions, we visited the manu-
facture for porcelain, which the king of France has
established at the village of St. Cloud, on the road
to Versailles, and which is indeed a noble monu-
ment of his munificence. It is a very large build-
ing, both commodious and magnificent, where a
great number of artists are employed, and where
this elegant superfluity is carried to as great per-
fection as it ever was at Dresden. Yet, after all, I
know not whether the porcelain made at Chelsea
may not vie with the productions either of Dresden
or St. Cloud. If it falls short of either, it is not in
the design, painting, enamel, or other ornaments,
but only in the composition of the metal, and the
method of managing it in the furnace. Our por-
celain seems to be a partial vitrification of levi-
gated flint and fine pipe clay, mixed together in
a certain proportion

; and if the pieces are not re-
moved from the fire in the very critical moment,
they will be either too little or too much vitrified.
In the first case, I apprehend they will not acquire
a proper degree of cohesion

; they will be apt to be
corroded, discoloured, and to crumble, like the first
essays that were made at Chelsea ; in the second
case, they will be little better than imperfect glass.

There are three methods of travelling from Paris
to Lyons, which, by the shortest road, is a journey
of about three hundred and sixty miles. One is by
the diligence, or stage-coach, which performs it in
five days ; and every passenger pays one hundred
livres, in consideration of which, he not only has a
seat in the carriage, but is maintained on the road.
The inconveniences attending this way of travelling
are these: you are crowded into the carriage to
the number of eight persons, so as to sit very
uneasy, and sometimes run the risk of being stifled
among very indifferent company. You are hurried
out of bed, at four, three, nay, often at two o'clock
in the morning. You are obliged to eat in the
French way, which is very disagreeable to an
English palate

; and, at Chalons, you must embark
upon the Soane in a boat, which conveys you to
Lyons, so that the two last days of your journey
are by water. All these were insurmountable ob-
jections to me, who am in such a bad state of health,
troubled with an asthmatic cough, spitting, slow
fever, and restlessness, which demands a continual
change of place, as well as free air, and room for
motion. I was this day visited by two young
gentlemen, sons of Mr. Gustaldi, late minister from
Genoa at London. I had seen them at Paris, at
the house of the Duchess of Douglas. They came
hither with their conductor in the diligence, and
assured me that nothing could be more disagreeable
than their situation in that carriage.
Another way of travelling in this country is to

hire a coach and four horses ; and this method I
was inclined to take. But when I went to the
bureau, where alone these voitures are to be had, I
was given to understand, that it would cost me
six-and-twenty guineas, and travel so slow that I
should be ten days upon the road. These carriages
are let by the same persons who farm the diligence

;

and for this they have an exclusive privilege, which
makes them very saucy and insolent. When I
mentioned my servant, they gave me to under-
stand, that I must pay two Louis d'ors more for his
seat upon the coach-box. As I could not relish
these terms, nor brook the thoughts of being so
long upon the road, I had recourse to the third
method, which is going post.

In England, you know, I should have had nothing
to do but to hire a couple of post chaises from
stage to stage, with two horses in each ; but here
the case is quite otherwise. The post is farmed
from the king, who lays travellers under contribu-
tion for his own benefit, and has published a set of op-
pressive ordonnances, which no stranger nor native
dares transgress. The postmaster finds nothing but
horses and guides. The carriage you yourself must
provide. H there are four persons within the
carriage, you are obliged to have six horses and
two postilions ; and if your servant sits on the out-
side, either before or behind, you must pay for a
seventh. You pay double for the first stage from
Paris, and twice double for passing through Foun-
tainbleau when the court is there, as well as at
coming to Lyons, and at leaving this city. These
are called royal posts, and are undoubtedly a
scandalous imposition.

There are two post roads from Paris to Lyons,
one of sixty-five posts, by the way of Moulins ; the
other of fifty-nine, by the way of Dijon in Bur-
gundy. This last I chose, partly to save sixty
livres, and partly to see the wine harvest of Bur-
gundy, which, I was told, was a season of mirth

z z 2
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and jollity among all ranks of people. I hired a

very good coach for ten Louis d'ors to Lyons, and
set out from Paris on the thirteenth instant, with

six horses, two postillions, and my own servant on
horseback. We made no stop at Fountainbleau,

though the court was there ; but lay at Moret, which
is one stage further, a very paltry little town ; where,

however, we found good accommodation.

I shall not pretend to describe the castle or palace

of Fountainbleau, of which I had only a glimpse in

passing ; but the forest, in the middle of which it

stands, is a noble chase of great extent, beautifully

wild and romantic, well stored with game of all

sorts, and abounding with excellent timber. It put

me in mind of the New Forest in Hampshire ; but

the hills, rocks, and mountains, with which it is

diversified, render it more agreeable.

The people of this country dine at noon, and
travellers always find an ordinary prepared at every

auberge, or public-house, on the road. Here they

sit down promiscuously, and dine at so much
a-head. The usual price is thirty sols for dinner,

and forty for supper, including lodging ; for this

moderate expense they have two courses and a

dessert. If you eat in your own apartment, you
pay, instead of forty sols, three, and in some places

four livres a-head. I and my family could not

well dispense with our tea and toast in the morning,
and had no stomach to eat at noon. For my own
part, I hate the French cookery, and abominate
garlic, with which all their ragouts in this part of

the country are highly seasoned. We therefore

formed a different plan of living upon the road.

Before we left Paris, we laid in a stock of tea,

chocolate, cured neat's tongues, and saucissons, or

Bologna sausages, both of which we found in great

perfection in that capital, where indeed there are

excellent provisions of all sorts. About ten in the

morning we stopped to breakfast at some auberge,

where we always found bread, butter, and milk.

In the mean time, we ordered a poularde or two to

be roasted, and these, wrapped in a napkin, were
put into the boot of the coach, together with bread,

wine, and water. About two or three in the after-

noon, while the horses were changing, we laid a

cloth upon our knees, and producing our store,

with a few earthen plates, discussed our short meal
without further ceremony. This was followed by
a dessert of grapes and other fruit, which we had
also provided. I must own, I found these transient

refreshments much more agreeable than any regular

meal I ate upon the road. The wine commonly
used in Burgundy is so weak and thin, that you
would not drink it in England. The very best

which they sell at Dijon, the capital of the pro-

vince, for three livres a bottle, is, in strength, and
even in flavour, greatly inferior to what I have
drank in London. I believe all the first growth is

either consumed in the houses of the noblesse, or

sent abroad to foreign markets. I have drank
excellent Burgundy at Brussels for a florin a bottle

;

that is, little more than twenty pence sterling.

The country, from the forest of Fountainbleau to

the Lyonnois, through which we passed, is rather

agreeable than fertile, being part of Champagne,
and the duchy of Burgundy, watered by three plea-

sant pastoral rivers, the Siene, the Yonne, and the

Soane. The flat country is laid out chiefly for

corn ; but produces more rye than wheat. Almost
all the ground seems to be ploughed up, so that

there is little or nothing lying fallow. There are

very few enclosures, scarce any meadow ground,
and, so far as I could observe, a great scarcity of
cattle. We sometimes found it very difficult to

procure half a pint of milk for our tea. In Bur-
gundy, I saw a peasant ploughing the ground with
a jack-ass, a lean cow, and a he-goat, yoked toge-
ther. It is generally observed, that a great number
of black cattle are bred and fed on the mountains
of Burgundy, which are the highest lands in France

;

but I saw very few. The peasants in France are

so wretchedly poor, and so much oppressed by
their landlords, that they cannot afford to enclose

their grounds, or give a proper respite to their

lands ; or to stock their farms with a sufficient

number of black cattle to produce the necessary
manure, without which agriculture can never be
carried to any degree of perfection. Indeed, what-
ever efforts a few individuals may make for the
benefit of their own estates, husbandry in France
will never be generally improved, until the farmer
is free and independent.

From the frequency of towns and villages, I
should imagine this country is very populous

; yet,

it must be owned, that the towns are in general

thinly inhabited. I saw a good number of country
seats and plantations near the banks of the rivers,

on each side ; and a great many convents, sweetly
situated, on rising grounds, where the air is most
pure, and the prospect most agreeable. It is sur-

prising to see how happy the founders of those

religious houses have been in their choice of situa-

tions, all the world over.

In passing through this country, I was very much
struck with the sight of large ripe clusters of grapes,

entwined with the briers and thorns of common
hedges on the way side. The mountains of Bur-
gundy are covered with vines from the bottom to

the top, and seem to be raised by nature on purpose

to extend the surface, and to expose it the more ad-

vantageously to the rays of the sun. The vendange

was but just begun, and the people were employed in

gathering the grapes; but I saw no signs of festivity

among them. Perhaps their joy was a little damped
by the bad prospect of their harvest ; for they com-
plained that the weather had been so unfavourable

as to hinder the grapes from ripening. I thought,

indeed, there was something uncomfortable in see-

ing the vintage thus retarded till the beginning of

winter
; for, in some parts, I found the weather

extremely cold ;
particularly at a place called Mai-

sonneuve, where we lay, there was a hard frost,

and in the morning the pools were covered with a

thick crust of ice. My personal adventures on the

road were such as will not bear a recital. They
consisted of petty disputes with landladies, post-

masters, and postillions. The highways seem to

be perfectly safe. We did not find that any rob-

beries were ever committed, although we did not

see one of the marechausse from Paris to Lyons.

You know the marechausse are a body of troopers

well mounted, maintained in France as safeguards

to the public roads. It is a reproach upon England,

that some such patrol is not appointed for the pro-

tection of travellers.

At Sens, in Champagne, my servant, who had

rode on before to bespeak fresh horses, told me,

that the domestic of another company had been

provided before him, although it was not his turn,

as he had arrived later at the post. Provoked at

this partiality, I resolved to chide the postmaster,

and accordingly addressed myself to a person who
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stood at the door of the auberge. He was a jolly
figure, fat and fair, dressed in an odd kind of garb,
with a gold-laced cap on his head, and a cambric
handkerchief pinned to his middle. The sight of
such a fantastic petit-rnaltre in the character of a
postmaster increased my spleen. I called to him
•with an air of authority, mixed with indignation,
and when he came up to the coach, asked, in a
peremptory tone, if he did not understand the king's
ordonnance concerning the regulation of the posts ?

He laid his hand upon his breast; but before he
could make any answer, I pulled out the post-book,
and began to read with great vociferation the
article which orders that the traveller who comes
first shall be first served. By this time the fresh
horses being put to the carriage, and the postillions
mounted, the coach set off all of a sudden with
uncommon speed. I imagined the postmaster had
given the fellows a signal to be gone, and, in this
persuasion, thrusting my head out at the window,
I bestowed some epithets upon him, which must
have sounded very harsh in the ears of a French-
man. We stopped for a refreshment at a little

town called Joigne-ville, where, by the by, I was
scandalously imposed upon, and even abused by a
virago of a landlady ; then proceeding to the next
stage, I was given to understand we could not be
supplied with fresh horses. Here I perceived at
the door of the inn the same person whom I had
reproached at Sens. He came up to the coach, and
told me, that notwithstanding what the guides had
said, I should have fresh horses in a few minutes.
I imagined he was master both of this house and
the auberge at Sens, between which he passed and
repassed occasionally ; and that he was now desirous
of making me amends for the affront he had put
upon me at the other place. Observing that one
of the trunks behind was a little displaced, he
assisted my servant in adjusting it: then he entered
into conversationVith me, and gave me to under-
stand, that in a post-chaise, which we had passed,
was an English gentleman on his return from Italy!
I wanted to know who he was, and when he said
he could not tell, I asked him, in a very abrupt
manner, why he had not inquired of his servant ?
He shrugged up his shoulders, and retired to the
inn door. Having waited above half an hour, I
beckoned to him, and when he approached, up-
braided him with having told me that I should be
supplied with fresh horses in a few minutes. He
seemed shocked, and answered, that he thought he
had reason for what he had said, observing, that it

was as disagreeable to him as to me to wait for
a relay. As it began to rain, I pulled up the glass
in his face, and he withdrew again to the door,
seemingly ruffled at my deportment. In a little

time the horses arrived, and three of them were
immediately put to a very handsome post-chaise,
into which he stepped, and set out, accompanied by
a man in a rich livery on horseback. Astonished
at this circumstance, I asked the ostler who he
was, and he replied that he was a man of fashion,
un seigneur, who lived in the neighbourhood of
Auxerre. I was much mortified to find that I had
treated a nobleman so scurvily, and scolded my
own people for not having more penetration than
myself. I dare say he did not fail to descant upon
the brutal behaviour of the Englishmen

; and that
my mistake served with him to confirm the national
reproach of bluntness, and ill-breeding, under which
we lie in this country. The truth is, I was that
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day more than usually peevish, from the bad
weather, as well as from the dread of a fit of the
asthma, with which I was threatened. And I dare
say my appearance seemed as uncouth to him as
his travelling dress appeared to me. I had a grev
mourning frock under a wide great coat, a bob wig
without powder, a very large laced hat, and a
meagre, wrinkled, discontented countenance.
The fourth night of our journey we lay at Macon,

and the next day passed through the Lyonnois,
which is a fine country, full of towns, villages, and
gentlemen's houses. In passing through the Ma-
connois, we saw a great many fields of Indian corn,
which grows to the height of six or seven feet. It
is made into flour for the use of the common people,
and goes by the name of Turkey wheat. Here
likewise, as well as in Dauphine, they raise a vast
quantity of very large pompions, with the contents
of which they thicken their soup and ragouts.
As we travelled only while the sun was up, on

account of my ill health, and the post horses in
France are in bad order, we seldom exceeded twenty
leagues a day.

I was directed to a lodging-house at Lyons,
which being full they showed us to a tavern, where
I was led up three pair of stairs to an apartment
consisting of three paltry chambers, for which the
people demanded twelve livres a day. For dinner
and supperthey asked thirty-two, besides three livres
for my servant ; so that my daily expense would
have amounted to about forty-seven livres, exclu-
sive of breakfast and coffee in the afternoon. I
was so_ provoked at this extortion, that, without
answering one word, I drove to another auberge,
where I now am, and pay at the rate of two-and-
thirty livres a day, for which I am very badly
lodged, and but very indifferently entertained. I
mention these circumstances to give you an idea of
the imposition to which strangers are subject in
this country. It must be owned, however, that, in
the article of eating, I might save half the money
by going to the public ordinary; but this is a
scheme of economy, which, exclusive of other dis-
agreeable circumstances, neither my own health,
nor that of my wife, permits me to embrace. My
journey from Paris to Lyons, including the hire of
the coach and all expenses on the road, has cost
me, within a few shillings, forty Louis d'ors. From
Paris our baggage, though not plonibe, was not
once examined till we arrived in this city, at the
gate of which we were questioned by one of the
searchers, who being tipt with half a crown, allowed
us to proceed without further inquiry.
I purposed to stay in Lyons until I should receive

some letters I expected from London, to be for-
warded by my banker at Paris. But the enormous
expense of living in this manner has determined
me to set out in a day or two for Montpelier,
although that place is a good way out of the road
to Nice. My reasons for taking that route I shall
communicate in my next. Meanwhile I am ever, dear
sir, your affectionate and obliged humble servant.

LETTER THE NINTH.
Montpelier, Nov. 5, 1763.

Dear Sir,—The city of Lyons has been so often
and so circumstantially described, that I cannot
pretend to say anything new on the subject. In-
deed, I know very little of it but what I have read
in books

; as I had but one dav to make a tour of
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the streets, squares, and other remarkable places.

The bridge over the Rhone seems to be so slightly

built, that I should imagine it would be one day
carried away by that rapid river ; especially as the

arches are so small, that after great rains they are

sometimes boucliees or stopped up ; that is, they do
not admit a sufficient passage for the increased body
of the water. In order to remedy this dangerous
defect, in some measure, they found an artist some
years ago, who has removed a middle pier, and
thrown two arches into one. This alteration they
looked upon as a masterpiece in architecture, though
there is many a common mason in England who
would have undertaken and performed the work,
without valuing himself much upon the enterprise.

This bridge, no more than that of St. Esprit, is

built, not in a straight line across the river, but with
a curve, which forms a convexity to oppose the
current. Such a bend is certainly calculated for

the better resisting the general impetuosity of the
stream, and has no bad effect to the eye.

Lyons is a great, populous, and flourishing city ;

but I am surprised to find it is counted a healthy-

place, and that the air of it is esteemed favourable
to pulmonic disorders. It is situated on the conflu-

ence of two large rivers, from which there must be
a great evaporation, as well as from the low marshy
grounds, which these rivers often overflow. This
must render the air moist, frouzy, and even putrid,

if it was not well ventilated by winds from the
mountains of Switzerland ; and in the latter end of
autumn it must be subject to fogs. The morning
we set out from thence, the whole city and adjacent
plains were covered with so thick a fog, that we
could not distinguish from the coach the head of the

foremost mule that drew it. Lyons is said to be
very hot in summer, and very cold in winter

;

therefore, I imagine, must abound with inflamma-
tory and intermittent disorders in the spring and
fall of the year.

My reasons for going to Montpelier, which is

out of the straight road to Nice, were these : having
no acquaintance nor correspondents in the south of
France, I had desired my credit might be sent to

the same house to which my heavy baggage was
consigned. I expected to find my baggage at Cette,

which is the sea-port of Montpelier : and there I
also hoped to find a vessel in which I might be
transported by sea to Nice, without further trouble.

I longed to try what effect the boasted air of Mont-
pelier would have upon my constitution ; and I had
a great desire to see the famous monuments of an-
tiquity in and about the ancient city of Nismes,
which is about eight leagues short of Montpelier.
At the inn where we lodged I found a return

berlin, belonging to Avignon, with three mules,
which are the animals commonly used for carriages
in this country. This I hired for five Louis d'ors.

The coach was large, commodious, and well fitted

;

the mules were strong and in good order ; and the
driver, whose name was Joseph, appeared to be a
sober, sagacious, intelligent fellow, perfectly well

acquainted with every place in the south of France.
He told me he was owner of the coach; but I after-

wards learned he was no other than a hired servant.

I likewise detected him in some knavery in the
course of our journey, and plainly perceived he had
a fellow-feeling with the innkeepers on the road ;

but, in other respects, he was very obliging, service-
able and even entertaining. There are some
knavish practices of this kind at which a traveller

will do well to shut his eyes, for his own ease and
convenience. He will be lucky if he has to do with
a sensible knave like Joseph, who understood his

interest too well to be guilty of very flagrant pieces

of imposition.

Aman, impatient to be at his journey's end, will find

this a most disagreeable way of travelling. In sum-
mer it must be quite intolerable. The mules are very
sure, but very slow. The journey seldom exceeds
eight leagues, about four-and-twenty miles a day ;

and as those people have certain fixed stages, you
are sometimes obliged to rise in a morning before

day; a circumstance very grievous to persons in ill

health. These inconveniences, however, were over-

balanced by other agremens. We no sooner quitted

Lyons than we got into summer weather, and tra-

velling through a most romantic country, along the

banks of the Rhone, had opportunities from the

slowness of our pace to contemplate its beauties at

leisure.

The rapidity of the Rhone is, in a great measure,
owing to its being confined within steep banks on
each side. These are formed almost through its

whole course, by a double chain of mountains, which
rise with an abrupt ascent from both banks of the

river. The mountains are covered with vineyards,

interspersed with small summer houses, and in many
places they are crowned with churches, chapels, and
convents, which add greatly to the romantic beauty

of the prospect. The high road, as far as Avignon,
lies along the side of the river, which runs almost

in a straight line, and affords great convenience for

inland commerce. Travellers bound to the southern

parts of France, generally embark in the coche a"eau

at Lyons, and glide down this river with great ve-

locity, passing a great number of towns and villages

on each side, where they find ordinaries every day
at dinner and supper. In good weather there is no
danger in this method of travelling, till you come to

the Pont St. Esprit, where the stream runs through

the arches with such rapidity that the boat is

sometimes overset. But those passengers who ard

under any apprehension are landed above bridge,

and taken in again after the boat has passed, just in

the same manner as at London bridge. The boats

that go up the river are drawn against the stream

by oxen, which swim through one of the arches

of this bridge, the driver sitting between the horns

of the foremost beast. We set out from Lyons early

on Monday morning, and as a robbery had been

a few days before committed in that neighbourhood,

I ordered my servant to load my musquetoon with

a charge of eight balls. By the by, this piece did

not fail to attract the curiosity and admiration of

the people in every place through which we passed.

The carriage no sooner halted than a crowd im-

mediately surrounded the man to view the blnnder-

bus, which they dignified with the title of petit

canon. At Nuys, in Burgundy, he fired it in the

air, and the whole mob dispersed, and scampered

off like a flock of sheep. In our journey hither we
generally set out in a morning at eight o'clock, and

travelled till noon, when the mules were put up and

rested a couple of hours. During this halt Joseph

went to dinner, andwe went to breakfast, after which

we ordered provision for our refreshment in the

coach, which we took about three or four in the

afternoon, halting for that purpose by the side of

some transparent brook, which afforded excellent

water to mix with our wine. In this country I was

almost poisoned with garlic, which they mix in their
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ragouts and all their sauces
; nay, the smell of it

perfumes the very chambers, as well as every
person you approach. I was also very sick of beca
Jicas, grieves, and other little birds, which are served
up twice a day at all ordinaries on the road. They
make their appearance in vine leaves, and are
always half raw, in which condition tlie French
choose to eat them, rather than run the risk of
losing the juice by over-roasting.
The peasants in the south of France are poorly

clad, and look as if they were half starved, diminu-
tive, swarthy, and meagre ; and yet the common
people who travel, live luxuriously on the road.
Every carrier and mule-driver has two meals a day,
consisting each of a couple of courses and a dessert,
with tolerable small wine. That which is called
hermitage, and grows in this province of Dauphine,
is sold on the spot for three livres a bottle. The
common draught which you have at meals in this
country is remarkably strong, though in flavour
much inferior to that of Burgundy. The accom-
modation is tolerable, though they demand (even in
this cheap country) the exorbitant price of four
livres a-head for every meal of those who choose to
eat in their own apartments. I insisted, however,
upon paying them with three, which they received,
though not without murmuring and seeming dis-
contented. In this journey we found plenty of good
mutton, pork, poultry, and game, including the
red partridge, which is near twice as big as the
partridge of England. The hares are likewise sur-
prisingly large and juicy. We saw great flocks of
black turkeys feeding in the fields, but no black
cattle

; and milk was so scarce, that sometimes we
were obliged to drink tea without it.

One day, perceiving a meadow on the side of the
road full of a flower which I took to be the crocus,
I desired my servant to alight, and pull some of
them. He delivered the musquetoon to Joseph,
who began to tamper with it, and off it went with
a prodigious report, augmented by an echo from
the mountains that skirted the road. The mules
were so frightened, that they went off at the gal-
lop

; and Joseph, for some minutes, could neither
manage the reins, nor open his mouth. At length,
he recollected himself, and the cattle were stopped,
by the assistance of the servant, to whom he deli-
vered the musquetoon, with a significant shake of
the head. Then alighting from the box, he exa-
mined the heads of his three mules, and kissed each
of them in his turn. Finding they had received no
damage, he came up to the coach, with a pale visage
and staring eyes, and said it was God's mercy he
had not killed his beasts. I answered, that it was a
greater mercy he had not killed his passengers;
for the muzzle of the piece might have been directed
our way as well as any other, and, in that case,
Joseph might have been hanged for murder. " I
had as good be hanged," said he, " for murder, as
be ruined by the loss of my cattle." This adven-
ture made such an impression upon him, that he
recounted it to every person we met ; nor would he
ever touch the blunderbuss from that day. I was
often diverted with the conversation of this fellow,
who was very arch, and very communicative.
Every afternoon he used to stand upon the foot-
hoard, at the side of the coach, and discourse with
us an hour together. Passing by the gibbet of
Valencia, which stands very near the high road,
we saw one body hanging quite naked, and another
lying broken on the wheel. I recollected that

Mandrin had suffered in this place, and calling to
Joseph to mount the foot-board, asked if he had
ever seen that famous adventurer ? At mention of
the name of Mandrin, the tear started in Joseph's
eye ; he discharged a deep sigh, or rather groan,
and told me he was his dear friend. I was a little

startled at this declaration
;
however, I concealed

my thoughts, and began to ask questions about the
character and exploits of a man who had made such
noise in the world.

He told me Mandrin was a native of Valencia, of
mean extraction ; that he had served as a soldier

in the army, and afterwards acted as malldtier, or
tax-gatherer

;
that, at length, he turned contreban-

dier, or smuggler; and, by his superior qualities,

raised himself to the command of a formidable
gang, consisting of five hundred persons, well armed
with carbines and pistols. He had fifty horse for
his troopers, and three hundred mules for the car-
riage of his merchandise. His head quarters were
in Savoy, but he made incursions into Dauphine,
and set the marechausse at defiance. He maintained
several bloody skirmishes with these troopers, as
well as with other regular detachments, and, in all

those actions, signalized himself by his courage and
conduct. Coming up at one time with fifty of the
marechausse, who were in quest of him, he told them
very calmly he had occasion for their horses and
accoutrements, and desired them to dismount. At
that instant his gang appeared, and the troopers
complied with his request, without making the least

opposition. Joseph said he was as generous as he
was brave, and never molested travellers, nor did
the least injury to the poor ; but, on the contrary,
relieved them very often. He used to oblige the
gentlemen in the country to take his merchandise,
his tobacco, brandy, and muslins, at his own price

;

and, in the same manner, he laid the open towns
under contribution. When he had no merchan-
dise, he borrowed money of them upon the credit
of what he should bring when he was better pro-
vided. He was at last betrayed by his wench to
the colonel of a French regiment, who went with a
detachment in the night to the place where he lay,
in Savoy, and surprised him in a wood-house, while
his people were absent in different parts of the
country. For this intrusion, the court of France
made an apology to the king of Sardinia, in whose
territories he was taken. Mandrin being conveyed
to Valencia, his native place, was, for some time,
permitted to go abroad, under a strong guard, with
chains upon his legs ; and here he conversed freely
with all sorts of people, flattering himself with the
hopes of a pardon ; in which, however, he was dis-
appointed. An order came from court to bring
him to his trial, when he was found guilty, and
condemned to be broke on the wheel. Joseph said
he drank a bottle of wine with him the night before
his execution. He bore his fate with great resolu-
tion, observing, that, if the letter which he had
written to the king had been delivered, he certainly
should have obtained his majesty's pardon. His
executioner was one of his own gang, who was
pardoned on condition of performing this oflice.

You know that criminals broke upon the wheel are
first strangled, unless the sentence imports that
they shall be broke alive. As Mandrin had not
been guilty of cruelty in the course of his delin-
quency, he was indulged with this favour. Speak-
ing to the executioner, whom he had formerly
commanded, " Joseph, dit-il, je ne veux pas que tu
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me touche, jusqu'a ce que je sois froid mort."
" Joseph," said he, " thou shalt not touch me till

I am quite dead." Our driver had no sooner pro-
nounced these -words, than I was struck with a sus-

picion that he himself was the executioner of his

friend Mandrin. On that suspicion, I exclaimed,
" Ah ! ah I Joseph !" The fellow blushed up to

the eyes, and said, " Oui, son nom etoit Joseph aussi

bien que le mien." I did not think proper to pro-
secute the inquiry ; but did not much relish the
nature of Joseph's connexions. The truth is, he
had very much the looks of a ruffian

; though I

must own, his behaviour was very obliging and
submissive.

On the fifth day of our journey, in the morning,
we passed the famous bridge at St. Esprit, which,
to be sure, is a great curiosity, from its length, and
the number of its arches. But these arches are too
small ; the passage above is too narrow ; and the
whole appears to be too slight, considering the
force and impetuosity of the river. It is not com-
parable to the bridge at Westminster, either for

beauty or solidity. Here we entered Languedoc,
and were stopped to have our baggage examined

;

but the searcher being tipped with a three-livre

piece, allowed it to pass. Before we leave Dauphinu,
I must observe, that I was not a little surprised to

see figs and chesnuts growing in the open fields, at

the discretion of every passenger. It was this day
I saw the famous Pont du Garde ; but as I cannot
possibly include in this letter a description of that

beautiful bridge, and of the other antiquities be-
longing to Nismes, I will defer it till the next oppor-
tunity, being, in the mean time, with equal truth
and affection, dear sir, your obliged humble servant.

LETTER THE TENTH.
Montpelier, Nov. 10, 1763.

DearSir,—BythePont St. Esprit, we entered the
province of Languedoc, and breakfasted at Bagnole,
which is a little paltry town ; from whence, how-
ever, there is an excellent road through a moun-
tain, made at a great expense, and extending about
four leagues. About five in the afternoon, I had
the first glimpse of the famous Pont du Garde,
which stands on the right hand, about the distance
of a league from the post-road to Nismes, and about
three leagues from that city. I would not willingly
pass for a false enthusiast in taste, but I cannot help
observing, that, from the first distant view of this

noble monument, till we came near enough to see
it perfectly, I felt the strongest emotions of impa-
tience that I had ever known ; and obliged our
driver to put his mules to the full gallop, in the
apprehension that it would be dark before we
reached the place. I expected to find the building,
in some measure, ruinous ; but was agreeably dis-

appointed to see it look as fresh as the bridge at

Westminster. The climate is either so pure and
dry, or the free-stone, with which it is built, so
hard, that the very angles of them remain as
acute as if they had been cut last year. Indeed,
some large stones have dropped out of the arches

;

but the whole is admirably preserved, and presents
the eye with a piece of architecture so unaffectedly
elegant, so simple, and majestic, that I will defy the
most phlegmatic and stupid spectator to behold it

without admiration. It was raised in the Augustan
age, by the Roman colony of Nismes, to convey
a stream of water between two mountains, for the

use of that city. It stands over the river Gardon,
which is a beautiful pastoral stream, brawling
among rocks, which form a number of pretty natu-
ral cascades, and overshadowed on each side with
trees and shrubs, which greatly add to the rural
beauties of the scene. It rises in the Cevennes, and
the sand of it produces gold, as we learn from Mr.
Reaumur, in his essay on this subject, inserted in

the French Memoirs, for the year 1718. If I lived
at Nismes, or Avignon, (which last city is within
four short leagues of it,) I should take pleasure in
forming parties to come hither, in summer, to dine
under one of the arches of the Pont du Garde, on a
cold collation.

This work consists of three bridges, or tier of
arches, one above another ; the first of six, the
second of eleven, and the third of thirty-six. The
height, comprehending the aqueduct "on the top,

amounts to 174 feet 3 inches; the length between
the two mountains which it unites extends to

723. The order of arc hitecture is the Tuscan ; but
the symmetry of it is inconceivable. By scooping
the bases of the pilasters of the second tier of arches,
they had made a passage for foot-travellers ; but
though the ancients far excelled us in beauty, they
certainly fell short of the moderns in point of con-
veniency. The citizens of Avignon have, in this

particular, improved the Roman work with a new
bridge, by apposition, constructed on the same plan
with that of the lower tier of arches, of which, in-

deed, it seems to be a part, affording a broad and
commodious passage over the river, to horses and
carriages of all kinds. The aqueduct, for the con-
tinuance of which this superb work was raised,

conveyed a stream of sweet water from the fountain
of Eure, near the city of Uzes, and extended near
six leagues in length.

In approaching Nismes, you see the ruins of a
Roman tower, built on the summit of a hill, which
overlooks the city. It seems to have been intended,
at first, as a watch or signal tower, though, in the
sequel, it was used as a fortress. What remains of
it is about ninety feet high ; the architecture of the
Doric order. I no sooner alighted at the inn, than
I was presented with a pamphlet, containing an
account of Nismes and its antiquities, which every
stranger buys. There are persons, too, who
attend in order to show the town ; and you will

always be accosted by some shabby antiquarian,
who presents you with medals for sale, assuring you
they are genuine antiques, and were dug out of the
ruins of the Roman temple and baths. All those
fellows are cheats ; and they have often laid under
contribution raw English travellers, who had more
money than discretion. To such they sell the vilest

and most common trash ; but when they meet with
a connoisseur, they produce some medals which are
really valuable and curious.

Nismes, anciently called Nemausis, was origi-

nally a colony of Romans, settled by Augustus
Caesar, after the battle of Actium. It is still of
considerable extent, and said to contain twelve
thousand families ; but the number seems by this

account to be greatly exaggerated. Certain it is,

the city must have been formerly very extensive,
as appears from the circuit of the ancient walls, the
remains of which are still to be seen. Its present
size is not one-tliird of its former extent. Its

temples, baths, statues, towers, basilica, and amphi-
theatre, prove it to have been a city of great
opulence and magnificence. At present, the re-
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mains of these antiquities are all that make it

] espeetable or remarkable
; though here are manu-

factures of silk and wool, carried on with good
success. The water necessary for these works is

supplied by a source at the foot of the rock upon
which the tower is placed ; and here were dis-

covered the ruins of Roman baths, which had been
formed and adorned with equal taste and magni-
ficence. Among the rubbish they found a vast
profusion of columns, vases, capitals, cornices, in-

scriptions, medals, statues, and, among other things,
the finger of a colossal statue in bronze, which,
according to the rules of proportion, must have
been fifteen feet high. From these particulars, it

appears that the edifices must have been spacious
and magnificent. Part of a tesselated pavement
still remains. The ancient pavement of the bath
is still entire ; all the rubbish has been cleared
away, and the baths, in a great measure, restored
on the old plan, though they are not at present used
for any thing but ornament. The water is collected
into two vast reservoirs, and a canal built and lined
with hewn stone. There are three handsome
bridges thrown over this vast canal. It contains a
great body of excellent water, which, by pipes and
other small branching canals, traverses the town,
and is converted to many different purposes of
economy and manufacture. Between the Roman
bath and these great canals, the ground is agreeably
laid out in pleasure walks, for the recreation of the
inhabitants. Here are likewise ornaments of ar-
chitecture, which savour much more of French
foppery, than of the simplicity and greatness of the
ancients. It is very surprising that this fountain
should produce such a great body of water, as fills

the bason of the source, the Roman bason, two
large deep canals, three hundred feet in length,
two vast basons that make part of the great canal,
which is eighteen hundred feet long, eighteen feet
deep, and forty-eight feet broad. When I saw it,

there was in it about eight or nine feet of water,
transparent as crystal. It must be observed, how-
ever, for the honour of French cleanliness, that in
the Roman bason, through which this noble stream
of water passes, I perceived two washerwomen at
work upon children's clouts and dirty linen. Sur-
prised, and much disgusted at this filthy pheno-
menon, I asked by what means, and by whose
permission, those dirty hags had got down into the
bason, in order to contaminate the water at its

fountain-head? and understood they belonged to
the commandant of the place, who had the keys of
the subterranean passage.

Fronting the Roman baths, are the ruins of an
ancient temple, which, according to tradition, was
dedicated to Diana. But it has been observed by
connoisseurs, that all the ancient temples of this
goddess were of the Ionic order ; whereas this is

partly Corinthian, and partly Composite. It is

about seventy feet long, and six and thirty in
breadth, arched above, and built of large blocks of
stone, exactly joined together without any cement.
The walls are still standing, with three great taber-
nacles at the further end, fronting the entrance.
On each side there are niches in the intercolumnia-
tion of the walls, together with pedestals and shafts
of pillars, cornices, and an entablature, which indi-
cate the former magnificence of the building. It
was destroyed during the civil war that raged in
the reign of Henry III. of France.

It is amazing, that the successive irruptions of

barbarous nations, of Goths, Vandals, and Moors,
of fanatic croisades, still more sanguinary and
illiberal than those barbarians, should have spared
this temple, as well as two other still more noble
monuments of architecture, that to this day adorn
the city of Nismes. I mean the amphitheatre, and
the edifice, called Maison Carree.—The former of
these is counted the finest monument of the kind
now extant, and was built in the reign of Antoni-
nus Pius, who contributed a large sum of money
towards its erection. It is of an oval figure,

one thousand and eighty feet in circumference,
capacious enough to hold twenty thousand spec-
tators. The architecture is of the Tuscan order,
sixty feet high, composed of two open gal-
leries built one over another, consisting each of
threescore arcades. The entrance into the arena
was by four great gates, with porticos ; and the
seats, of which there were thirty, rising one above
another, consisted of great blocks of stone, many of
which still remain. Over the north gate appear
two bulls, in alto relievo, extremely well executed

;

emblems which, according to the custom of the
Romans, signified that the amphitheatre was erected
at the expense of the people. There are in other
parts of it some work in has relief, and heads or
busts but indifferently carved. It stands in the
lower part of the town, and strikes the spectator
with awe and veneration. The external architec-
ture is almost entire in its whole circuit ; but the
arena is filled up with houses.—This amphitheatre
was fortified as a citadel by the Visigoths, in the
beginning of the sixth century. They raised
within it a castle, two towers of which are still ex-
tant

; and they surrounded it with a broad and deep
fosse, which was filled up in the thirteenth century.
In all the subsequent wars to which this city was
exposed, it served as the last resort of the citizens,
and sustained a great number of successive at-
tacks

; so that its preservation is almost mira-
culous. It is likely, however, to suffer much more
from the Gothic avarice of its own citizens, some
of whom are mutilating it every day, for the sake
of the stones, which they employ in their own
private buildings. It is surprising that the king's
authority has not been exerted, to put an end to
such sacrilegious violation.

If the amphitheatre strikes you with an idea of
greatness, the Maison Carree enchants you with
the most exquisite beauties of architecture and
sculpture. This is an edifice, supposed formerly
to have been erected by Adrian, who actually built
a basilica in this city, though no vestiges of it re-
main. But the following inscription, which was
discovered on the front of it, plainly proves that
it was built by the inhabitants of Nismes, in
honour of Caius and Lucius Caesar, the grand-
children of Augustus, by his daughter Julia the
wife of Agrippa.

C. CVESARI. avgvstf. f. COS.
L. CJESARI. AVGVSTI. F. COS

DESIGNATIO.
PRINCIPIBVS IVVENTVTIS.

This beautiful edifice, which stands upon a
pediment six feet high, is eighty-two feet long,
thirty-five broad, and thirty-seven high, without
reckoning the pediment. The body of it is adorned
with twenty columns engaged in the wall, and the
peristyle, which is open, with ten detached pillars
that support the entablature. They are all of the
Corinthian order, fluted and embellished with
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capitals of the most exquisite sculpture. The frieze
and cornice are much admired, and the foliage is

esteemed inimitable. The proportions of the build-
ing are so happily united, as to give it an air of
majesty and grandeur, which the most indifferent
spectator cannot behold without emotion. A man
needs not be a connoisseur in architecture to enjoy
these beauties. They are, indeed, so exquisite,
that you may return to them every day with a
fresh appetite for seven years together. What
renders them the more curious, they are still en-
tire, and very little affected, either by the ravages
of time, or the havoc of war. Cardinal Alberoni
declared, that it was a jewel that deserved a cover
of gold to preserve it from external injuries. An
Italian painter, perceiving a small part of the roof
repaired by modern French masonry, tore his hair,

and exclaimed in a rage, " Zounds ! what do I see?
Harlequin's hat on the head of Augustus !"

Without all doubt, it is ravishingly beautiful.

The whole world cannot parallel it ; and I am
astonished to see it standing entire, like the effects

of enchantment, after such a succession of ages,
every one more barbarous than another. The
History of the Antiquities of Nismes takes notice
of a grotesque statue, representing two female
bodies and legs, united under the head of an old
man

; but, as it does not inform us where it is kept,
I did not see it. ,

The whole country of Languedoc is shaded with
olive trees, the fruit of which begins to ripen, and
appears as black as sloes ; those they pickle are
pulled green, and steeped for some time in a lye
made of quick-lime or wood ashes, which extracts
the bitter taste, and makes the fruit tender. With-
out this preparation it is not eatable. Under the
olive and figtrees, they plant corn and vines, so
that there is not an inch of ground unlaboured.
But here are no open fields, meadows, or cattle to
be seen. The ground is overloaded ; and the
produce of it crowded to such a degree, as to have
a bad effect upon the eye, impressing the traveller
with the ideas of indigence and rapacity. The
heat in summer is so excessive, that cattle would
find no green forage, every blade of grass being
parched up and destroyed. The weather was ex-
tremely hot when we entered Montpelier, and put
up at the Clieval Blanc, counted the best aubcrgc in

the place, though in fact it is a most wretched
hovel, the habitation of darkness, dirt, and im-
position. Here I was obliged to pay four livres a
meal for every person in my family, and two livres

at night for every bed, though all in the same room.
One would imagine that the further we advance
to the southward, the living is the dearer, though in

fact every article of housekeeping is cheaper in

Languedoc than many other provinces of France.
This imposition is owing to the concourse of English
who come hither, and, like simple birds of passage,
allow themselves to be plucked by the people of the
country, who know their weak side, and make their

attacks accordingly. They affect to believe that
all the travellers of our country are grand signiors,

immensely rich, and incredibly generous ; and we
are silly enough to encourage this opinion, by sub-
mitting quietly to the most ridiculous extortion, as
well as by committing acts of the most absurd
extravagance. This folly of the English, together
with a concourse of people from different quarters,
who come hither for the re-establishment of their 1

health, has rendered Montpelier one of the dearest :

places in the south of France. The city, which is
but small, stands upon a rising ground fronting the
Mediterranean, which is about three leagues to the
southward

: on the other side is an agreeable plain,
extending about the same distance towards the
mountains of the Cevennes. The town is reckoned
well built, and what the French call bien percee

;

yet the streets are in general narrow, and the
houses dark. The air is counted salutary in
catarrhous consumptions, from its dryness and
elasticity; but too sharp in cases of pulmonary
imposthumes.

It was at Montpelier that we saw, for the first

time, any signs of that gaiety and mirth for which
the people of this country are celebrated. In all

other places through which we passed since our
departure from Lyons, we saw nothing but marks
of poverty and chagrin. We entered Montpelier
on a Sunday, when the people were all dressed in
their best apparel. The streets were crowded; and
a great number of the better sort of both sexes sat
upon stone seats at their doors, conversing with
great mirth and familiarity. These conversations
lasted the greatest part of the night ; and many of
them were improved with music both vocal and
instrumental. Next day we were visited by the
English residing in the place, who always pay this
mark of respect to new-comers. They consist of
four or five families, among whom I could pass the
winter very agreeably, if the state of my health and
other reasons did not call me away.

Mr. L had arrived two days before me,
troubled with the same asthmatic disorder under
which I had laboured so long. He told me he had
been in quest of me ever since' he left England.
Upon comparing notes, I found he had stopped at
the door of a country inn in Picardy, and drank a
glass of wine and water, while I was at dinner up
stairs

; nay, he had even spoken to my servant, and
asked who was his master, and the man not knowing
him, replied, he was a gentleman from Chelsea.
He had walked by the door of the house where I
lodged at Paris twenty times, while I was in that
city ; and the very day before he arrived at Mont-
pelier, he had passed our coach on the road.
The garrison of this city consists of two batta-

lions, one of which is the Irish regiment of Berwick,
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Tents, a gentle-
man with whom we contracted an acquaintance at

Boulogne. He treats us with great politeness, and,
indeed, does every thing in his power to make the
place agreeable to us. The Duke of Fitzjames,
the governor, is expected here in a little time.
We have already a tolerable concert twice a week

;

there will be a comedy in the winter; and the states

of Provence assemble in January, so that Mont-
pelier will be extremely gay and brilliant. These
very circumstances would determine me to leave
it. I have not health to enjoy these pleasures. I
cannot bear a crowd of company, such as pours
in upon us unexpectedly at all hours ; and I foresee,

that in staying at Montpelier, I should be led into

an expense which I can ill afford. I have therefore
forwarded the letter I received from General P—

n

to Mr. B—d, our consul at Nice, signifying my
intention of going thither, and explaining the kind
of accommodation I would choose to have at that
place.

The day after our arrival, I procured tolerable

lodgings in the High-street, for which I pay fifty

sols, something more than two shillings per day

;
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and I am furnished with two meals a day by a

traiteur for ten livres ; but he finds neither the wine

nor the dessert; and, indeed, we are but indifferently

served. Those families who reside here find their

account in keeping house.—Every traveller who
comes to this or any other town in France with a

design to stay longer than a day or two, ought to

write beforehand to his correspondent, to procure

furnished lodgings, to which he may be driven

immediately, without being under the necessity of

lying in an execrable inn ; for all the inns of this

country are execrable.

My baggage is not yet arrived by the canal of

Languedoc ; but that gives me no disturbance, as it

is consigned to the care of Mr. Ray, an English

merchant and banker of this place ; a gentleman

of great probity and worth, from whom I have

received repeated marks of uncommon friendship

and hospitality.

The next time you hear of me will be from

Nice. Meanwhile, I remain always, dear sir,

Your affectionate humble servant.

LETTER THE ELEVENTH.
Montpelier, Nov. 12.

Dear Doctor,—I flattered myself with the hope

of much amusement during my short stay at Mont-

pelier.—The university, the botanical garden, the

state of physic in this part of the world, and the

information I received of a curious collection of

manuscripts, among which I hoped to find some-

thing for our friend Dr. H—r ; all these particulars

promised a rich fund of entertainment, which,

however, I cannot enjoy.

A few days after my arrival, it began to rain

with a southerly wind, and continued without

ceasing the best part of a week, leaving the air so

loaded with vapours, that there was no walking

after sunset, without being wetted by the dew
almost to the skin. I have always found a cold

and damp atmosphere the most unfavourable of

any to my constitution. My asthmatical disorder,

which had not given me much disturbance since I

left Boulogne, became now very troublesome, at-

tended with fever, cough, spitting, and lowness of

spirits ; and I wasted visibly every day. I was
favoured with the advice of Dr. Fitzmaurice, a very

worthy sensible physician, settled in this place ; but

I had the curiosity to know the opinion of the

celebrated Professor F , who is the Boerhaave

of Montpelier. The account I had of his private

character and personal deportment from some
English people to whom he was well known, left

me no desire to converse with him ; but I resolved

to consult with him on paper. This great lantern of

medicine is become very rich and very insolent

;

and in proportion as his wealth increases, he is

said to grow the more rapacious. He piques himself

upon being very slovenly, very blunt, and very

unmannerly ; and perhaps to these qualifications he

owes his reputation rather than to any superior

skill in medicine. I have known them succeed

in our own country ; and seen a doctor's parts

estimated by his brutality and presumption.

F is in his person and address not unlike our

old acquaintance Dr. Sm—ie ; he stoops much,

dodges along, and affects to speak the Patois, which

is a corruption of the old Provencal tongue, spoken

by the vulgar in Languedoc and Provence. Not-

withstanding his great age and great weath, he

will still scramble up two pair of stairs for a fee of

six livres ; and without a fee, he will give his ad-

vice to no person whatsoever. He is said to have

great practice in the venereal branch, and to be

frequented by persons of both sexes infected with

this distemper, not only from every part of France,

but also from Spain, Italy, Germany, and England.

I need say nothing of the Montpelier method of

cure, which is well known at London ; but I have

some reason to think the great Professor F has,

like the famous Mrs. Mapp, the bone-setter, cured

many patients that were never diseased.

Be that as it may, I sent my valet de place, who
was his townsman and acquaintance, to his house,

with the following case, and a Louis d'or.

Annum aetatis post quadragesimum tertium. Tempera-

mentum huroiduin, crassum, pituita repletum, catarrhis

saepissime profligatum. Catarrhus, febre, anxietate et

dyspnoea, nunquam non comitatus. Initatio membranse
pituitariae trachaolis, tussim initio aridam, siliquosam, de-

inde vero excretionem copiosam excitat : sputum albumini

ovi simillimum.
Accedente febre, urina pallida, Hmpida. Ad attn'nv fla-

grante, colorem rubrum, subflavum induit : coctione pe-

racta, sedimentum lateritium deponit.

Appetitus raio deest. Digestio segnior sed secura, nor:

autem sine ructu perfecta. Alvus plerumque stipata. Ex-
cretio intestinalis minima, ratione ingestorum habita. Pul-

sus frequens, vacillans, exilis, quandoquidem etiam Inter'

mittens.
Febre una extincta, non deficit altera. Aliaque et eadem

statim nascitur. Aer paulo frigidior, vel humidior, vestimen-

tum inusitatum indutum ; exercitatio paululum nimia; am-
bulatio, equitatio, in quovis vehiculo jactatio ; haec omnia
novos motus suscitant. Systema nervosum maxime irrita-

bile, orgasmos patitur. Ostiola in cute hiantia, materiei

perspirabili exitum praebentia, clauduntur. Materies ob-

structa cumulatur ;
sanguine aliisque humoribus circumagi-

tur : fit plethora. Natura opprimi nolens, excessus hujus

expulsionem conatur. Febris nova accenditur. Pars oneris

in mcmbranam tracliaealem laxatam ac debilitatam transfer-

tur. Glandulae pituitaria; turgentes bronchia comprimunt.

Liber aeri transitus negatur ; hinc respiratio difhcilis. Hac
vero translatione, febris minuitur : Interdiu remittitur.

Dyspnoea autem aliaque symptomata vere hypochondriaca,

recedere nolunt. Vespere febris exacerbatur. Calor, in-

quietude, anxietas est asthma, per noctem grassantur. Ita

quotidie res agitur, donee vis vitae paulatim crisim efficit.

Seminis jactura, sive in somniis ett'usi, seu in gremio veneris

ejaculati, inter causas horum malorum nec non numeretur.

Quibusdam adhincannis, exercitationibus juvenilibus su-

bito remissis, in vitam sedentariam lapsum. Animo in

studia severiora converso, florae gradatim laxabantur. Inter

legendum et scribendum inclmato corpore in pectus malum
rnebat. Morbo ingruenti affectio scorbutica auxilium tulit.

Invasio prima nimiumaspernata. Venientibus hostibusnon

occursum. Cunctando res non restituta. Kemedia conve-

nientia stomachus perhorrescebat. Gravescente dyspnoea

phlebotomia frustra tentata. Sanguinis missione vis vitae

diminuta. Fiebat pulsus debilior, respiratio difflcilior. In

pejus ruunt omnia. Febrisanomala in febriculam continuam
mutata. Dyspnoea contirmata. Fibrarum compages soluta.

Valetudo penitus eversa.

His agitatus furiis, aeger ad mare provolat. In fluctus se

praecipitem dat ;
periculum factum spem non fefellit ; de-

cies iteratum, felix faustumque evasit. Elater novus fibris

conciliatur. Febricula fugatur. Acris dyspnoea solvitur.

Beneficium dextra ripa partum, sinistra perditum. Super-

ficie corporis, aquae marinae frigore et pondere, compressa
et contracts, interstitia fibrarum occluduntur. Particulis

incrementi novis partes abrasas reficientibus. locus non
datur. Nutritio corporis, via pristina clausn, qua data porta

ruit. In membranam pulmonum minus flrmatam facile fer-

tur, etglandulis per sputum rejicitur.

Hieme pluviosa regnante dolores renovantur ; tametsi

tempore sereno equitatio profuit. ^Estate morbus vix ullum
progrediebatur. Autumno, valetudine plus declinaia, ther-

mis Bathoniensibus solatium haud frustra quaesitum. Aqua
ista mire medicata, externe aeque ac interne adhibita, malis

levamen attulit. Hiems altera, frigida, horrida, diuturna,

innocua tamen successit. Vere novo casus atrox diras pro-

cellas animo immisit ; toto corpore, tota mente tumultuatur.

Patria relicta, tristitia, solicitude, indignatio, et sevissima
recordatio sequuntur. Inimici priores furore invcterato re-

vertuntur. Rediit febris hectica ; rediit asthma cum anxie-
tate, tussi, et dolore lateris lancinante.
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Desperahs demqae rebus, itenim ad mare, veluti ad ancepsremedium recurritur. Balneum hoc semper benignum. Do-

lor stat.m avolat. Tertio die febris retrocessit. Immersio
quoDdiana antemeridiana. ad vices quinquaginta repetitasymtomata graviora subjugavit.—Manet vero tabes pituita-na

:
manet temperamentum in catanrhos proclive. Corpus

macrescit. Vires delabuntur."

The professor's eyes sparkled at sight of the fee
;and he desired the servant to call next morning for

his opinion of the case, which accordingly I re-
ceived in these words :

—

" Onvoit par cette relation que monsieur le consultant dontonin a pas juge a propos de dire l'age, mais qui nous paroiteire adulte et d'un age passablement avance, a ete suieta-aevant a des rhumes frequens accompagnes de fievre. Onne detaille point aucune epoque, on parle dans la relationd asrhme auquel il a ete sujet, de scorbut-affection scorbutique dont <>n ne dit pas les symptomes. On nous fait
S

rn

a
Ir

°'r^ 11 s est bien trouve de l'immersion dans l'eau de lamer, et des eaux de Bath.
"

" On dit a present qu'il a une fievre pituilaire, sans diredepuis combien de temps Qu'il lui reste toujours son tem-perament enclm aux catharres. Que le corps maigrit.aque les forces se perdent. On ne dit point s'il y a des ex-acerbations dans cette fievre ou non, si le malade a appetltou non, s il tousse ou non, s'il crache ou non
; en un moon n entre dans aucun detail sur ces objets, sur quoi le eon-seil soussigne, estime que monsieur le consultant est en
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?
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n
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'5 "|aSSe du sa"S' «'en cha4r l'acr"mon'eotdeladoucir; de div.ser fort doucement la lymphe et de'deterger le poumon, lui procurant meme du calme supnoslque la toux l'mquite. quoique cependant on ne dit pas unmot sur la toux dans la relation. C'est pourquoi o le nur-gera avec 3 onces de manne, dissoutes dans un verre
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;

il ne mangera pas les herbes des soupes eton._saJ.era peu son pot: il se privera du bneuf. cochon chairnoir, oiseaux d'eau, ragouts, fritures, pa.is eries alime,

,
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seOde °U dC dimdle
•
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" Delibere a ^ ,, _ .

Montpelier, \ Professeur enV
le 11 Novembre.") Re Sue v'ngt et q

universite honoraire.'
quatre livres."

I thought it was a little extraordinary that a
learned professor should reply in his mother ton°ne
to a case put in Latin ; but I was much more
surprised, as you will also be, at reading his answer
trom which I was obliged to conclude, either that
he did not understand Latin, or that he had not
taken the trouble to read my memoire. I shall not
make any remarks upon the style of his prescrip-
tion, replete as it is with a disgusting repetition of
low expressions

; but I could not but, in justice to
myself, point out to him the passages in my case
which he had overlooked. Accordingly, having
marked them with letters, I sent it back with the
following billet :

—

" Apparemment Mons. F n'a pas donne beaucoup
d attention au memoire de ma sante que j'ai eu l'honneurde lui presenter.—' Monsieur le consultant, dit-il dont onn a pas juge a propos de dire l'age.'—Mais on voir dans

te™i™"
e 3

'
:

' Annum atalis PO'i guadragesimum

1'
M

°r
s'„F—7 dit 1ue 'je n '

ai Pas marque aucune
epoque. Mais a No. 2. du memoire il rrouvera ces motsUuibusdam abhinc annis.' J'ai meme detaille le progres
Qe la maladie pour trois ans consecutifs.

" Mons
;
F observe, ' On ne dit point s'il y a des

exacerbations dans cette fievre ou non.' Qu'U rcgarde la
lettre B

;
il verra, ' Vespere febris exacerbatur. Color in-

qutetudo, anxietas et asthma per noclem grassnnlur.'
" Mons. F remarque, 'On ne dit point si le malade

a appetit ou non, s'il tousse ou non, s'il crache ou non • enun mot, on n'entre dans aucun detail sur ces objets ' Maison voit toutes ces circonstances detaillees dans le memoire
a lettre A; 'Irritalia membrance trachcealis tussim, initio
aridam, sihquosam, deinde vero excretionem copiosam excitat
Sputum albumini ovi simillimum. Appetitus ran deest
JDigestio scgnior sed secura.'

" Mons. F observe encore, ' qu'on ne dit pas un mot
sur la toux dans la relation.' Mais j'ai dit encore a No 3du memoire, ' rediit febris hectica ; rediit asthma cum
anxielale, tussi, et dolore lateris lancinanie.'

'* Au reste, je ne puis pas me persuader qu'il y ait des
tubercules au poumon, parce que j'ai ne jamais trache de
pus, ni autre chose, que de la pituite, qui a beaucoup de
ressemblance au blanc des ceufs. Sputum albumini ori
simillimum. 11 me paroit done que ma maladie doit son
ongine a la suspension de 1'exercice du corps, au grande
attachement desprit, et a un vie sedentaire qui a rela he
le systeme fibreux

; et qu'a present on peut l'appeller tabes
pituitaria.non tabes purulenta.—J'espere que Mons. F
aura la bonte de faire revision du memoire, et de m'en dire
encore son sentiment."

Considering the nature of the case, you see I
could not treat him more civilly. I desired the
servant to ask when he should return for an answer,
and whether he expected another fee ? He desired
him to come next morning, and, as the fellow
assured me, gave him to understand, that, what-
ever monsieur might send, should be for his, the
servant's, advantage. In all probability he did not
expect another gratification, to which indeed he
had no title. Mons. F was undoubtedly much
mortified to find himself detected in such flagrant
instances of unjustifiable negligence, and, like all
other persons in the same ungracious dilemma,
instead of justifying himself by reason or argument,
had recourse to recrimination.' In the paper which
he sent me next day, he insisted in general that he
had carefully perused the case, which you will
perceive was a self-evident untruth ; he said the
theory it contained was idle ; that he was sure it
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could not be written by a pbysician
;

tbat, with
respect to the disorder, he was still of the same
opinion

; and adhered to his former prescription
;

but if I had any doubts, I might come to his house,
and he would resolve them.

I wrapt up twelve livres in the following note,
and sent it to his house.

" C'est ne pas sans raison que monsieur F jouit d'un
si grande reputation. Je n'ai plus de doutts, graces a Dieu
et a Monsieur F—e."

To this I received for answer :
" Monsieur n'a

plus de doutes: J'en suis charme. Recue douze
livres. E ," &c.

Instead of keeping his promise to the valet, he
put the money in his pocket ; and the fellow
returned in a rage, exclaiming that he was un gros
clievul de carosse.

_
I shall make no other comment upon the medi-

cines, and the regimen which this great doctor
prescribed, but that he certainly mistook the case

;

that upon the supposition that I actually laboured
under a purulent discharge from the lungs, his
remedies savour strongly of the old woman ; and
that there is a total blank with respect to the article

of exercise, which you know is so essential in all

pulmonary disorders. But, after having perused
my remarks upon his first prescription, he could
not possibly suppose that I had tubercles, and was
spitting up pus ; therefore his persisting in recom-
mending the same medicines he had prescribed on
that supposition was a flagrant absurdity.—If, for
example, there was no vomica in the lungs, and the
business was to attenuate the lymph, what could be
more preposterous than to advise the chalk of
Briancon, coral antihecticum poterii, and the balm
of Canada? As for the turtle soup, it is a good
restorative and balsamic; but I apprehend, will
tend to thicken rather than attenuate the phlegm.
He mentions not a syllable of the air, though it is

universally allowed, that the climate of Montpelier
is pernicious to ulcerated lungs ; and here I cannot
help recounting a small adventure which our doctor
had with a son of Mr. O— d, merchant in the city
of London. I had it from Mrs. St—e, who was on
the spot. The young gentleman being consump-
tive, consulted Mr. F , who continued visiting
and prescribing for him a whole month. At length
perceiving that he grew daily worse, "Doctor,"
said he, " I take your prescriptions punctually

;

but, instead of being the better for them, I have
now not an hour's remission from the fever in the
four-and-twenty.—I cannot conceive the meaning
of it." F , who perceived he had not long to
live, told him the reason was very plain. The air
of Montpelier was too sharp for his lungs, which
required a softer climate. " Then you are a sordid
villain," cried the young man, "for allowing me
to stay here till my constitution is irretrievable."
He set out immediately for Thoidouse, and in a few
weeks died in the neighbourhood of that city.

I observe that the physicians in this country pay
no regard to the state of the solids in chronical
disorders. That exercise and the cold bath are
never prescribed. That they seem to think the
scurvy is entirely an English disease ; and that, in
all appearance, they often confound the symptoms
of it with those of the venereal distemper. Perhaps
I may be more particular on this subject in a sub-
Sequent letter. In the mean time,

I am ever, dear sir, yours sincerely.

LETTER THE TWELFTH.
Nice, December 6, 17G3

Dear Sir,—The inhabitants of Montpelier art
sociable, gay, and good tempered. They have a
spirit of commerce, and have erected several con
siderable manufactures in the neighbourhood of the
city. People assemble every day 10 take the air on
the esplanade, where there is a very good walk,
just without the gate of the citadel. But, on the
other side of the town, there is another still more
agreeable, called the pierou, from whence there is a
prospect of the Mediterranean on one side, and of
the Cevennes on the other. Here is a good eques-
trian statue of Louis XIV. fronting one gate of the
city, which is built in the form of a triumphal arch,
in honour of the same monarch. Immediately
under the pierou is the physic garden, and near it

an arcade just finished for an aqueduct, to convey
a stream of water to the upper parts of the city.
Perhaps I should have thought this a neat piece of
work, if I had not seen the Pont da Garde. But,
after having viewed the Roman arches, 1 could not
look upon this but with pity and contempt. It is a
wonder how the architect could be so fantastically
modern, having such a noble model, as it were,
before his eyes.

There are many Protestants at this place, as well
as at Nismes, and they are no longer molested on
the score of religion. They have their conven-
ticles in the country, where they assemble privately
for worship. These are well known ; and detach-
ments are sent out every Sunday to intercept them

;

but the officer has always private directions to take
another route. Whether this indulgence comes
from the wisdom and lenity of the government, or
is purchased with money of the commanding officer,
I cannot determine. But certain it is, the laws of
France punish capitally every Protestant minister
conyicted of having performed the functions of his
ministry in this kingdom; and one was hanged
about two years ago, in the neighbourhood of
Montauban.
The markets in Montpelier are well supplied

with fish, poultry, butcher's meat, and game, at
reasonable rates. The wine of the country is
strong and harsh, and never drank, but when mixed
with water. Burgundy is dear, and so is the sweet
wine of Frontignan, though made in the neigh-
bourhood of Cette. You know it is famous all

over Europe, and so are the liqueurs, or drams of
various sorts, compounded and distilled at Mont-
pelier. Cette is the seaport, about four leagues
from that city. But the canal of Languedoc comes
up within a mile of it ; and is indeed a great cu-
riosity

; a work in all respects worthy of a Colbert,
under whose auspices it was finished. When I find
such a general tribute of respect and veneration
paid to the memory of that great man, I am as-
tonished to see so few monuments of public utility
left by other ministers. One would imagine, that
even the desire of praise would prompt a mucn
greater number to exert themselves for the glory
and advantage of their country

; jet, in my opinion,
the French have been ungrateful to Colbert, in the
same proportion as they have over-rated the cha-
racter of his master. Through all France one
meets with statues and triumphal arches erected to
Louis XIV. in consequence of his victories, by
which, likewise, he acquired the title of Louis le
Grand. But how were those victories obtained?
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Not by any personal merit of Louis. It was Colbert
who improved his finances, and enabled him to pay
his army. It was Luvois that provided all the
necessaries of war. It was a Conde, a Turenne, a
Luxemberg, a Vendome, who fought his battles

:

and his first conquests, for which he was deified

by the pen of adulation, were obtained almost
without bloodshed, over weak, dispirited, divided,
and defenceless nations. It was Colbert that
improved the marine, instituted manufactures,
encouraged commerce, undertook works of public

utility, and patronised the arts and sciences.

But Louis, you will say, had the merit of choosing
and supporting those ministers and those generals.
I answer, no. He found Colbert and Luvois
already chosen. He found Cond6 and Turenne
in the very zenith of military reputation. Lux-
emberg was Conde's pupil ; and Vendome, a prince
of the blood, who at first obtained the com-
mand of armies in consequence of his high birth,

and happened to turn out a man of genius. The
same Louis had the sagacity to revoke the edict of
Nantz ; to intrust his armies to a Tallard, a Villeroy,
and a Marsin. He had the humanity to ravage
the country, burn the towns, and massacre the
people of the Palatinate. He had the patriotism
to impoverish and depopulate his own kingdom,
in order to prosecute schemes of the most lawless
ambition. He had the consolation to beg a peace
from those he had provoked to war by the most
outrageous insolence ; and he had the glory to es-

pouse Mrs. Maintenon in her old age, the widow of
the buffoon Scarron. Without all doubt, it was
from irony he acquired the title le Grand.
Having received a favourable answer from Mr.

B , the English consul at Nice, and recom-
mended the care of my heavy baggage to Mr. Bay,
who undertook to send it by sea from Cette to

Villefranche, I hired a coach and mules for seven
louis-d'ors, and set out from Montpelier on the 13th
of November, the weather being agreeable, though
the air was cold and frosty. In other respects
there were no signs of winter. The olives were
now ripe, and appeared on each side of the road as
black as sloes ; and the corn was already half a
foot high. On the second day of our journey, we
passed the Bhone on a bridge of boats at Buccaire,
and lay on the other side at Tarrascone. Next
day we put up at a wretched place called Organ,
where, however, we were regaled with an excellent
supper ; and among other delicacies, with a dish of
green peas. Provence is a pleasant country, well
cultivated ; but the inns are not so good here as in

Languedoc, and few of them are provided with a
certain convenience which an English traveller can
very ill dispense with. Those you find are gen-
erally on the tops of houses, exceedingly nasty

;

and so much exposed to the weather, that a valetu-
dinarian cannot use them without hazard of his
life. At Nismes in Languedoc, where we found
the temple of Cloacina in a most shocking condi-
tion, the servant maid told me her mistress had
caused it to be made on purpose for the English
travellers ; but now she was very sorry for what
she had done, as all the French who frequented her
house, instead of using the seat, left their offerings
on the floor, which she was obliged to have cleaned
three or four times a day. This is a degree of
beastliness, which would appear detestable even in
the capital of North Britain. On the fourth day
of our pilgrimage, we lay in the suburbs of Aix,

but did not enter the city, which 1 had a great
curiosity to see. The villanous asthma balked me
of that satisfaction. I was pinched with the cold,
and impatient to reach a warmer climate. Our
next stage was at a paltry village, where we were
poorly entertained. I looked so ill in the morning,
that the good woman of the house, who was big
with child, took me by the hand at parting, and
even shed tears, praying fervently that God would
restore me to my health. This was the only in-
stance of sympathy, compassion, or goodness of
heart, that I had met with among the publicans of
France. Indeed, at Valencia, our landlady, un-
derstanding I was travelling to Montpelier for my
health, would have dissuaded me from going thither;
and exhorted me, in particular, to beware of the
physicians, who were all a pack of assassins. She
advised me to eat fricassees of chickens, and white
meat, and to take a good bouillon every morning.
A bouillon is an universal remedy among the

good people of France
; insomuch, that they have

no idea of any persons dying, after having swal-
lowed un bon bouillon. One of the English gentle-
men, who were robbed and murdered about thirty
years ago, between Calais and Boulogne, being
brought to the post-house of Boulogne, with some
signs of life, this remedy was immediately ad-
ministered. " What surprises me greatly," said the
postmaster, speaking of this melancholy story to a
friend of mine, two years after it happened, "I
made an excellent bouillon, and poured it down his

throat with my own hands, and yet he did no,t

recover." Now, in all probability, this bouillon it

was that stopped his breath. When I was a very
young man, I remember to have seen a person
suffocated by such impertinent officiousness. A
young man of uncommon parts and erudition, very
well esteemed at the university of G—ow, was
found early one morning in a subterranean vault
among the ruins of an old archiepiscopal palace,
with his throat cut from ear to ear. Beng conveyed
to a public-house in the neighbourhood, he made
signs for pen, ink, and paper, and in all probability
would have explained the cause of this terrible

catastrophe, when an old woman, seeing the wind-
pipe, which was cut, sticking out of the wound, and
mistaking it for the gullet, by way of giving him a
cordial to support his spirits, poured into it, through
a small funnel, a glass of burnt brandy, which
strangled him in the tenth part of a minute. The
gash was so hideous, and formed by so many re-
peated strokes of a razor, that the surgeons believed
he could not possibly be the perpetrator himself;
nevertheless, this was certainly the case.

At Brignolles, where we dined, I was obliged to

quarrel with the landlady, and threaten to leave
her house, before she would indulge us with any
sort of flesh-meat. It was meagre day, and she had
made her provision accordingly. She even hinted
some dissatisfaction at having heretics in her house.
But, as I was not disposed to eat stinking fish, with
ragouts of eggs and onions, I insisted upon a leg of
mutton, and a brace of fine patridges, which I found
in the larder. Next day, when we set out in the
morning from Luc, it blew a north-westerly wind,
so extremely cold and biting, that even a flannel

wrapper could not keep me tolerably warm in the
coach. Whether the cold had put our coachman in

a bad humour, or he had some other cause of re-

sentment against himself, I know not ; but we had
not gone above a quarter of a mile, when he drove
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the carriage full against the corner of a garden
•wall, and broke the axle-tree, so that we were
obliged to return to the inn on foot, and wait a
whole clay, until a new piece could be made and
adjusted. The wind that blew is called Maestral,
in the provincial dialect, and indeed is the severest
that ever I felt. At this inn, we met with a young
French officer, who had been a prisoner in England,
and spoke our language pretty well. He told me
that such a wind did not blow above twice or three
times in a winter, and was never of long con-
tinuance. That, in general, the weather was very
mild and agreeable during the winter months; that
living was very cheap in this part of Provence,
which afforded great plenty of game. Here, too,

I found a young Irish recollet, in his way from
Rome to his own country. He complained, that he
was almost starved by the inhospitable disposition
of the French people ; and that the regular clergy,
in particular, had treated him with the most cruel
disdain. I relieved his necessities, and gave him a
letter to a gentleman of his own country at Mont-
pelier. When I rose in the morning, and opened a
window that looked into the garden, I thought my-
self either in a dream, or bewitched. All the trees
were clothed with snow, and all the country covered,
at least, a foot thick. " This cannot be the south of
France," said I to myself, " it must be the High-
lands of Scotland !" At a wretched town called
Muy, where we dined, I had a warm dispute with
our landlord, which, however, did not terminate to
my satisfaction. I sent on the mules before, to the
next stage, resolving to take post horses, and be-
spoke them accordingly of the aubergiste, who was,
at the same time, innkeeper and postmaster. We
were ushered into the common eating-room, and
had a very indifferent dinner; after which, I sent
a louis-d'or to be changed, in order to pay the
reckoning. The landlord, instead of giving the
full change, deducted three livres a head for dinner,
and sent in the rest of the money by my servant.
Provoked more at his ill manners than at his ex-
tortion, I ferreted him out of a bed-chamber, where
he had concealed himself, and obliged him to
restore the full change, from which I paid him at
the rate of two livres a head. He refused to take
the money, which I threw down on the table ; and
the horses being ready, stepped into the coach,
ordering the postillions to drive on. Here I had
certainly reckoned without my host. The fellows
declared they would not budge, until I should pay
their master; and, as I threatened them with
manual chastisement, they alighted, and disappeared
in a twinkling. I was now so incensed, that though
I could hardly breathe, though the afternoon was
far advanced, and the street covered with wet snow,
I walked to the consul of the town, and made my
complaint in form. This magistrate, who seemed
to be a tailor, accompanied me to the inn, where,
by this time, the whole town was assembled, and
endeavoured to persuade me to compromise the
affair. I said, as he was the magistrate, I would
stand to his award. He answered, " that he would
not presume to determine what I was to pay." " I
have already paid him a reasonable price for his
dinner," said I, " and now I demand post-horses ac-
cording to the king's ordonnance." The aubergiste
said the horses were ready, but the guides were
run away ; and he could not find others to go in
their place. I argued with great vehemence, offering
to leave a louis-d'or for the poor of the parish,

provided the consul would oblige the rascal to do
his duty. The consul shrugged up his shoulders,
and declared it was not in his power. This was a
lie ; but I perceived he had no mind to disoblige
the publican. If the mules had not been sent away,
I should certainly have not only paid what I thought
proper, but corrected the landlord into the bargain
for his insolence and extortion ; but now I was
entirely at his mercy, and as the consul continued
to exhort me in very humble terms to comply with
his demands, I thought proper to acquiesce. Then
the postillions immediately appeared. The crowd
seemed to exult in the triumph of the aubergiste

;

and I was obliged to travel in the night, in very
severe weather, after all the fatigue and mortifica-
tion I had undergone. We lay at Frejus, which
was the Forum Julianum of the ancients, and still

boasts of some remains of antiquity, particularly
the ruins of an amphitheatre aud an aqueduct.
The first we passed in the dark, and next morning
the weather was so cold, that I could not walk
abroad to see it. The town is at present very in-

considerable, and indeed in a ruinous condition.
Nevertheless, we were very well lodged at the
post-house, and treated with more politeness than
we had met with in any other part of France.
As we had a very high mountain to ascend in the

morning, I ordered the mules on before to the next
post, and hired six horses for the coach. At the
east end of Frejus, we saw close to the road, on
our left hand, the arcades of the ancient aqueduct,
and the ruins of some Roman edifices, which
seemed to have been temples. There was nothing
striking in the architecture of the aqueduct. The
arches are small and low, without either grace or
ornament, and seem to have been calculated for
mere utility.

The mountain of Esterelles, which is eight miles
over, was formerly frequented by a gang of des-
perate banditti, who are now happily exterminated.
The road is very good, but in some places very
steep, and bordered by precipices. The mountain
is covered with pines, and the laurus cerasus, the
fruit of which being now ripe, made a most ro-
mantic appearance through the snow that lay upon
the branches. The cherries were so large, that I
at first mistook them for dwarf oranges. I think
they are counted poisonous in England, but here
the people eat them without hesitation. In the
middle of the mountain is the post-house, where
we dined in a room so cold, that the bare remem-
brance of it makes my teeth chatter. After dinner,
I chanced to look into another chamber that fronted
the south, where the sun shone ; and opening a
window, perceived, within a yard of my hand, a
large tree loaded with oranges, many of which were
ripe. You may judge what my astonishment was,
to find Winter in all his rigour reigning on one side
of the house, and Summer in all her glory on the
other. Certain it is, this middle of the mountain
seemed to the boundary of the cold weather. As
we proceeded slowly in the afternoon, we were
quite enchanted. This side of the hill is a natural
plantation of the most agreeable evergreens, pines,
firs, laurel, cypress, sweet myrtle, tamarisc, box,'
and juniper, interspersed with sweet marjoram,
lavender, thyme, wild thyme, and sage. On the
right hand, the ground shoots up into agreeable
cones, between which you have delightful vistas of
the Mediterranean, which washes the foot of the
rock; and between two divisions of the mountains,
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there is a bottom watered by a charming stream,
Which greatly adds to the rural beauties of the scene.

This night we passed at Cannes, a little fishing
town, agreeably situated on the beach of the sea,
and in the same place lodged Monsieur Nadeau
d htreuil, the unfortunate Trench governor of Gua-
deloupe, condemned to be imprisoned for life in
one of the isles of Mauguerite, which lie within
a mile of this coast.

Next day we journeyed bv the way of Antibes,
a small maritime town, tolerably well fortified

; and
passing the little river Loup, over a stone bridge,
arrived about noon at the village of St. Laurent, the
extremity of France, where we passed the Var,
after our baggage had undergone examination.
irom Cannes to this village, the road lies along the
sea-side

; and sure nothing can be more delightful.
Though in the morning there was a frost upon the
ground, the sun was as warm as it is in May in
England. The sea was quite smooth, and the beach
formed of white polished pebbles

; on the left hand
the country was covered with green olives, and
the side of the road planted with large trees of
sweet myrtle growing wild like the hawthorns in
i^ngland. Trom Antibes we had the first view of
.Nice, lying on the opposite side of the bay and
making a very agreeable appearance. The author
of the Grand Tour says, that from Antibes to Nice
the roads are very bad, through rugged mountains
bordered with precipices on the left, and by the sea
to the right

; whereas, in fact, there is neither pre-
cipice nor mountain near it.

The Var, which divides the country of Nice from
i^rovence, is no other than a torrent fed chiefly by
the snow that melts on the maritime Alps, from
which it takes its origin. In the summer it is
swelled to a dangerous height, and this is also the
case after heavy rains. But at present the middle
of it is quite dry, and the water divided into two or
three narrow streams, which, however, are both
deep and rapid. This river has been absurdly
enough by some supposed the Eubicon, in all pro-
bability from the description of that river in the
I'harsaha of Lucan, who makes it the boundary
betwixt Gaul and Italy— J

T . . , et Gallica certus
Limes ab Ausonius disterminat arva colonis

;

whereas, in fact, the Eubicon, now called Pisatello
runs between Kavenna and Rimini.-But to return
to the Var. At the village of St. Laurent, famous
tor its muscadine wines, there is a set of guides
always in attendance to conduct you in your pas-
sage over the river. Six of those fellows, tuckedup above the middle, with long poles in their hands,
took charge of our coach, and by many winding
guided it safe to the opposite shore. Indeed the'rewas no occasion for any ; but it is a sort of a perqui-
site and I did not choose to run any risk, how
small soever it might be, for the sake of saving
half a crown, with which they were satisfied. Ifyou do not gratify the searchers at St. Laurent
with the same sum, they will rummage your trunks,
and turn all your clothes topsy turvy. And hereonce for all, I would advise every traveller, who
consults his own ease and convenience, to be liberal
ot his money to all that sort of people ; and even to

at
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unless it be very flagrant. So sure as you enteru.to disputes with them, you will be put to a great
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England, who declare they would rather give away
a crown than allow themselves to be cheated of a
tartnmg. This is a good maxim, but requires a
great share of resolution and self-denial to put in
practice. In one excursion, my fellow-traveller
was in a passion, and of consequence very bad com-
pany, from one end of the journey to the otherHe was incessantly scolding either at landlords
landladies, waiters, hostlers, or postillions. We hadbad horses, and bad chaises ; set out from every
stage with the curses of the people ; and at this
expense I saved about ten shillings in a journey ofa hundred and fifty miles. For such a paltry
consideration, he was contented to be miserable
himself and to make every other person unhappy
with whom he had any concern. When I came
last from Bath, it rained so hard, that the postillionwho drove the chsise was wet to the skin beforewe had gone a couple of miles. When we arrived
at Devizes, I gave him two shillings instead ofone out of pure companion. The consequence of
•
hts liberality was, that in the next stage we seemed
rather to fly than to travel upon solid ground I
continued my bounty to the second driver, and
indeed through the whole journey, and found my-
self accommodated in a very different manner from
what I had experienced before. I had elegant
chaises, with excellent horses ; and the postillions
of their own accord used such diligence, that,
although the roads were broken by the rain, I tra-
velled at the rate of twelve miles an hour ; andmy extraordinary expense from Bath to London
amounted precisely to six shillings.
The river Var falls into the Mediterranean a

little below St. Laurent, about four miles to the
westward of Nice. Within the memory of personsnow living, there have been three wooden bridges
thrown over it, and as often destroyed, in conse-
quence of the jealousy subsisting between the kin<rS
of i ranee and Sardinia ; this river being the boun-
dary of their dominions on the side of Provence
However, this is a consideration that ought not to
interfere with the other advantages that would
accrue to both kingdoms from such a convenience
If there was a bridge over the Var, and a post-road
made from Nice to Genoa, lam very confident
that all those strangers who now pass the Alps in
their way to and from Italy, would choose this
road, as infinitely more safe, commodious, and
agreeable. This would also be the case with all
those who hire feluccas from Marseilles or Antibes
and expose themselves to the dangers and incon-'
vemences of travelling by sea in an open boat.

In the afternoon we arrived at Nice, where we
found Mr. M—e, the English gentleman whom I
had seen at Boulogne, and advised to come hither
He had followed my advice, and reached Nice
about a month before my arrival, with his lady
child, and an old gouvernante. He had travelled
with his own post-chaise and horses, and is now
lodged just without one of the gates of the city in
the house of Count de V—n, for which he pays five
louis-d'ors a month. I could hire one much better
in the neighbourhood of London for the same
money. Unless you will submit to this extortion,
and hire a whole house for a length of time, you
will findno ready furnished lodgings at Nice. After
having stewed a week in a paltry inn, I have taken
a ground floor for ten months, at the rate of four
hundred livres a-year, that is precisely twenty
pounds sterling, for the Fiedmontese livre is ex-



TRAVELS THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY. 72!

actly an English shilling. The apartments are

.arge, lofty, and commodious enough, with two
small gardens, in which there is plenty of salad,

and a great number of oranges and lemons. But
as it required some time to provide furniture, our
consul, Mr. B—d, one of the best natured and most
friendly men in the world, has lent me his lodgings,
which are charmingly situated by the sea-side, and
open upon a terrace, that runs parallel to the beach,
forming part of the town wall. Mr. B—d himself
lives at Villa Franca, which is divided from Nice by
a single mountain, on the top of which there is a small
fort, called the Castle of Montalban. Immediately
after our arrival, we were visited by one Mr. de
Martines, a most agreeable young fellow, a lieu-

tenant in the Swiss regiment which is here in gar-
rison. He is a Protestant, extremely fond of our
nation, and understands our language tolerably
well. He was particularly recommended to our
acquaintance by General P and his lady ; we
are happy in his conversation ; find him wonder-
fully obliging, and extremely serviceable on many
occasions. We have likewise made acquaintance
with some other individuals, particularly with Mr.
St. Pierre, junior, who is a considerable merchant,
and consul for Naples. He is a well-bred, sensible

young man, speaks English, is an excellent per-
former on the lute and mandolin, and has a pretty
collection of books. In a word, I hope we shall

pass the winter agreeably enough, especially if

Mr. M—e should hold out ; but I am afraid he is

too far gone in a consumption to recover. He
spent the last winter at Nismes, and consulted
F at Montpelier. I was impatient to see the
prescription, and found it almost verbatim the same
he had sent to me

;
although I am persuaded there is

a very essential difference between our disorders.

Mr. M— e has been long afflicted with violent

spasms, colliquative sweats, prostration of appetite,

and a disorder in his bowels. He is likewise jaun-
diced all over, and I am confident his liver is un-
sound. He tried the tortoise soup, which he said

in a fortnight stuffed him up with phlegm. This
gentleman has got a smattering of physic, and I am
afraid tampers with his own constitution, by means
of Brooker's Practice of Physic, and some dispen-
satories, which he is continually poring over. I beg
pardon for this tedious epistle, and am, very sin-

cerely, dear Sir, your affectionate humble servant.

LETTER THE THIRTEENTH.
Nice, January 15, 1764.

Dear Sir,—I am at last settled at Nice, and have
leisure to give you some account of this very re-

markable place. The county of Nice extends about
fourscore miles in length, and in some places it is

thirty miles broad. It contains several small towns,
and a great number of villages, all of which, this

capital excepted, are situated among mountains, the
most extensive plain of the whole country being
this where I now am, in the neighbourhood of Nice.
The length of it does not exceed two miles, nor is

the breadth of it, in any part, above one. It is

bounded by the Mediterranean on the south. From
the sea shore, the Maritime Alps begin with hills of
a gentle ascent, rising into mountains, that form a
sweep or amphitheatre, ending at Montalban, which
overhangs the town of Villa Franca. On the west
side of this mountain, and in the eastern extremity
of the amphitheatre, stands the city of Nice, wedged

in between a steep rock and the little river Paglion,

which descends from the mountains, and, washing
the town walls on the west side, falls into the sea,

after having filled some canals for the use of the
inhabitants. There is a stone bridge of three arches
over it, by which those who come from Provence
enter the city. The channel of it is very broad, but
generally dry in many places ; the water, as in the

Var, dividing itself into several small streams. The
Paglion, being fed by melted snow and rain in the
mountains, is quite dry in summer ; but it is some-
times swelled by sudden rains to a very formidable
torrent. This was the case in the year 1744, when
the French and Spanish armies attacked eighteen
Piedmontese battalions, which were posted on the
side of Montalban. The assailants were repulsed
with the loss of four thousand men, some hundreds
of whom perished in repassing the Paglion, which
had swelled to a surprising degree during the battle,

in consequence of a heavy continued rain. This
rain was of great service to the Piedmontese, as it

prevented one half of the enemy from passing the
river to sustain the other. Five hundred were taken
prisoners ; but the Piedmontese, foreseeing they
should be surrounded next day by the French, who
had penetrated behind them, by a pass in the moun-
tains, retired in the night. Being received on board
the English fleet, which lay at Villa Franca, they
were conveyed to Oneglia. In examining the bo-
dies of those that were killed in the battle, the in-

habitants of Nice perceived, that a great number of
the Spanish soldiers were circumcised ; a circum-
stance from which they concluded, that a great
many Jews engage in the service of his Catholic
Majesty. I am of a different opinion. The Jews
are the least of any people that I know, addicted to
a military life. I rather imagine they were of the
Moorish race, who have subsisted in Spain since the
expulsion of their brethren ; and though they con-
form externally to the rites of the Catholic religion,

still retain in private their attachment to the law of
Mahomet.
The city of Nice is built in form of an irregular

isosceles triangle, the base of which fronts the sea.

On the west side it is surrounded by a wall and
rampart ; on the east it is overhung by a rock, on
which we see the ruins of an old castle, which, be-
fore the invention of artillery, was counted impreg-
nable. It was taken and dismantled by Marechal
Catinat, in the time of Victor Amadeus, the lather
of his Sardinian majesty. It was afterwards finally

demolished by the duke of Berwick towards the
latter end of Queen Anne's war. To repair it

would be a very unnecessary expense, as it is com-
manded by Montalban, and several other eminences.
The town of Nice is altogether indefensible, and

therefore without fortifications. There are only two
iron guns upon a bastion that fronts the beach ; and
here the French had formed a considerable battery
against the English cruisers, in the war of 1744,
when the marechal duke de Belleisle had his head-
quarters at Nice. This little town, situated in the
bay of Antibes, is almost equidistant from Mar-
seilles, Turin, and Genoa, the first and last being
about thirty leagues from hence by sea, and the
capital of Piedmont at the same distance to the
northward, over the mountains. It lies exactly
opposite to Capo di Ferro, on the coast of Barbary

;

and the islands of Sardinia and Corsica are laid
down about two degrees to the eastward, almost
exactly in a line with Genoa, This little town,
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hardly a mile in circumference, is said to contain
twelve thousand inhabitants. The streets are nar
row ; the houses are built of stone, and the windows
in general are fitted with paper instead of glass
this expedient would not answer in a country sub
ject to rain and storms, but here, -where there i:

very little of either, the paper lozenges answer
tolerably well. The bourgeois, however, begin to
have their houses sashed with glass. Between the
town-wall and the sea, the fishermen haul up their
boats upon the open beach ; but on the other side
of the rock, where the castle stood, is the port or
harbour of Nice, upon which some money has been
expended. It is a small basin, defended to seaward
by a mole of freestone, which is much better con
trived than executed ; for the sea has already made
three breaches in it, and, in all probability, in an
other winter, the extremity of it will be carried
quite away. It would require the talents of a very
skilful architect to lay the foundation of a good
mole, on an open beach like this, exposed to the
swell of the whole Mediterranean, without anv
island or rock in the offing, to break the force of
the waves ; besides, the shore is bold, and the bot-
tom foul. There are seventeen feet of water in the
basin, sufficient to float vessels of one hundred and
fifty tons ; and this is chiefly supplied by a small
stream of very fine water, another great conveni-
ence for shipping. On the side of the mole there is

a constant guard of soldiers, and a battery of seven
canons pointing to the sea. On the other side there
is a curious manufacture for twisting or reeling
silk, a tavern, a coffeehouse, and several other
buildings, for the convenience of the seafaring
people. Without the harbour is a lazarette, where
persons coming from infected places are obliged to
perform quarantine. The harbour has been de-
clared a free port, and it is generally full of tar-
tanes, polacres, and other small vessels, that come
from Sardinia, Ivica, Italy, and Spain, loaded with
salt, wine, and other commodities ; but here is no
trade of any great consequence.
The city of Nice is provided with a senate, which

administers justice under the auspices ofan avocat-
general, sent hither by the king. The internal
economy of the town is managed by four consuls

;

one for the noblesse, another for the merchants, a
third for the bourgeois, and a fourth for the pea-
sants. These are chosen annually from the town-
council. They keep the streets and markets in
order, and superintend the public works. There is

also an intendant, who takes care of his majesty's
revenue ; but there is a discretionary power lodged
in the person of the commandant, who is always an
officer of rank in the service, and has under his
immediate command the regiment which is here in

garrison. That which is here now is a Swiss batta-
lion, of which the king has five or six in his service.
There is likewise a regiment of militia, which is

exercised once a-year ; but of all these particulars I
shall speak more "fully on another occasion.
When I stand upon the rampart, and look around

me, I can scarce help thinking myself enchanted.
The small extent of country which" I see, is all cul-
tivated like a garden. Indeed, the plain presents
nothing but gardens, full of green trees, loaded with
oranges, lemons, citrons, and bergamots, which
make a delightful appearance. If you examine
them more nearly, you will find plantations of green
peas ready to gather ; all sorts of salading, and pot-
herbs in perfection

; and plats of roses, carnations,

ranunculas, anemonies, and daffodils, blowing hi
full glory, with such beauty, vigour, and perfume,
as no flower in England ever exhibited.

I must tell you, that presents of carnations are
sent from hence in the winter to Turin and Paris

;

nay, sometimes as far as London by the post. They
are packed up in a wooden box, without any sort of
preparation, one pressed upon another

\ the person
who receives them cuts off a little bit of the stalk,
and steeps them for two hours in vinegar and wa-
ter, when they recover their full bloom and beauty

;

then he places them in water bottles, in an apart-
ment where they are screened from the severities
of the weather, and they will continue fresh and
unfaded the best part of a month.
Amidst the plantations in the neighbourhood of

Nice appear a vast number of white bastides, or
country houses, which make a dazzling show.
Some few of these are good villas, belonging to the
noblesse of this country; and even some of the
bourgeois are provided with pretty lodgeable cas-
sines; but, in general, they are the habitations of
the peasants, and contain nothing but misery and
vermin. They are all built square, and being
whitened with lime or plaster, contribute greatly to
the richness of the view. The hills are shaded to
the tops with olive trees, which are always green,
and those hills are overtopped by more distant
mountains, covered with snow. When I turn my-
self towards the sea, the view is bounded by the
horizon, yet, in a clear morning, one can perceive
the high lands of Corsica. On the right hand it is

terminated by Antibes, and the mountain of Este-
relles, which I described in my last. As for the
weather, you will conclude, from what I have said
of the oranges, flowers, &c. that it must be won-
derfully mild and serene; but of the climate I
shall speak hereafter. Let me only observe, en
passant, that the houses in general have no chim-
neys, but in their kitchens ; and that many people,
even of condition, at Nice, have no fire in their
chambers during the whole winter. WheD the
weather happens to be a little more sharp than
usual they warm their apartments with a brasicr
of charcoal.

Though Nice itself retains few marks of ancient
splendour, there are considerable monuments of
antiquity in its neighbourhood. About two short
miles from the town, upon the summit of a pretty
high hill, we find the ruins of the ancient city

Cemenelion, now called Cimia, which was once the
metropolis of the Maritime Alps, and the seat 01 *
Roman president With respect to situation, nothing
could be more agreeable or salubrious. It stood
upon the gentle ascent and summit of a hill fronting
the Mediterranean, from the shore of which it is

distant about half a league, and on the other side,

it overlooked a bottom or narrow vale, through
which the Paglion, anciently called Paulo, runs
towards the walls of Nice, ft was inhabited by a
people whom Ptolemy and Pliny call the Vedantii

:

but these were undoubtedly mixed with a Roman
colony, as appears by the monuments which still

remain : I mean the ruins of an amphitheatre, a
temple of Apollo, baths, aqueducts, sepulchral and
other stones, with inscriptions, and a great number
of medals, which the peasants have found by acci-

dent, in digging and labouring the vineyards and
corn fields, which now cover the ground where the
city stood. Touching this city, very little is to be
learned from the ancient historians ; but that it was
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tlie seat of a Roman praeses, is proved by the two
following inscriptions, which are still extant.

P. AELIO. SEVERINO.
V. E. P.

PRAESIDI. OPTIMO.
ORDO. CEMEN.

PATRONO.

This is now in the possession of the Count de
Gubernatis, who has a country house upon the

spot. The other, found near the same place, is in

praise of the praises Marcus Aurelius Masculus.

M. AVRELIO. MASCVLO.
V. E.

OB.EXIMIAM. PR AESIDATVS.
EIVS INTEGRITATEM. ET.

EGREGIAM. AD. OMNES. HOMINES.
MANSVETVDINEM. ET. VRGENTIS.

ANNONAE. SINCER AM. PRAEBITIONEM.
AC. MVNIFICENTIAM. ET. QVOD. AQVAE.
VSVM. VETVSTATE. LAPSVM. REQVI-
SITVM. AC. REPERTVM. SAECVLI.
FELICITATE. CVRSVI. PRISTINO.

REDDIDERIT.
COLLEG. III.

QVIB. EX. SCC. P. EST.
PATRONO. DIGNISS.

This president well deserved such a mark of
respect from a people whom he had assisted in two
such essential articles, as their corn and their water.

You know, the praises of a Roman province had the

jus figendi clavi, the privilege of wearing the latus

clavus, the gladius, infula, prcetexta, purpura, et

annulus aureus : he had his vasa, vehicula, appari-
tores, scipio ebvmeus, et sella curulis.

I shall give you one more sepulchral inscription

on a marble, which is now placed over the gate of

the church belonging to the convent of St. Pont, a
venerable building which stands at the bottom of

the hill, fronting the north side of the town of
Nice. This St. Pont, or Pontius, was a Roman
convert to Christianity, who suffered martyrdom at

Cemenelion in the year 261, during the reigns of
the Emperors Valerian and Galienus. The legends
recount some ridiculous miracles wrought in favour

of this saint, both before and after his death.

Charles V. emperor of Germany and king of Spain,

caused this monastery to be built on the spot where
Pontius suffered decapitation. But, to return to

the inscription ; it appears in these words

—

M. M. A.
FLAVIAE. BASILLAE. CONIVG. CARISSIM.

DOM. ROMA. MIRAE. ERGA. MARITVM. AMORIS.
ADQ. CASTITAT. FOEMINAE. QVAE. VIXIT.
ANN. XXXV. M. III. DIEB. XII. AVRELIVS.
RHODISMANVS. AVG. LIB. COMMEM. ALP.
MART. ET. AVRELIA. ROMVLA. FILIA.

IMPATIENTISSIM. DOLOR. EIVS. ADFLICTI.
ADQ. DESOLATI. CARISSIM. AC. MERENT. FERET.

FEC. ET. DED.

The amphitheatre of Cemenelion is but very
small compared to that of Nismes. The arena is

ploughed up, and bears corn ; some of the seats

remain, and part of two opposite porticos, but all

the columns and the external facade of the building

are taken away, so that it is impossible to judge of

the architecture ; all that we can perceive is, that

it was built in an oval form. About one hundred
paces from the amphitheatre stood an ancient

temple, supposed to have been dedicated to Apollo.

The original roof is demolished, as well as the

portico, the vestiges of which may still be traced.

The part called the Basilica, and about one half of

the Cella Sanctior, remain, and are converted into

the dwelling-house and stable of the peasant who
takes care of the Count de Gubernatis's garden, in

which this monument stands. In the Cella Sanctior

I found a lean cow, a he-goat, and a jackass, the
very same conjunction of animals which I had seen
drawing a plough in Burgundy. Several mutilated
statues have been dug up from the ruins of this

temple, and a great number of medals have been
found in the different vineyards which now occupy
the space upon which stood the ancient city of
Cemenelion. These were of gold, silver, and brass.

Many of them were presented to Charles Emanuel I.

Duke of Savoy. The prince of Monaco has a
good number of them in his collection, and the rest

are in private hands. The peasants, in digging,

have likewise found many urns, lachrymatories,

and sepulchral stones, with epitaphs, which are now
dispersed among different convents and private

houses. All this ground is a rich mine of antiqui-

ties, which, if properly worked, would produce a

great number of valuable curiosities. Just by the

temple of Apollo were the ruins of a bath, com-
posed of great blocks of marble, which have been
taken away for the purposes of modern building.

In all probability many other noble monuments of
this city have been dilapidated by the same bar-

barous economy. There are some subterranean

vaults, through which the water was conducted to

this bath, still extant in the garden of the Count de
Gubernatis. Of the aqueduct that conveyed water
to the town I can say very little, but that it was
scooped through a mountain ; that this subterranean
passage was discovered some years ago by remov-
ing the rubbish which choked it up ; that the people,

penetrating a considerable way, by the help of
lighted torches, found a very plentiful stream of
water flowing in an aqueduct, as high as an ordi-

nary man, arched over head, and lined with a sort

of cement. They could not, however, trace this

stream to its source, and it is again stopped up with
earth and rubbish. There is not a soul in this

country who has either spirit or understanding to

conduct an inquiry of this kind. Hard by the

amphitheatre is a convent of recollets, built in a
very romantic situation, on the brink of a precipice.

On one side of their garden they ascend to a kind of

esplanade, which they say was part of the citadel

of Cemenelion. They have planted it with cypress

trees and flowering shrubs. One of the monks
told me that it is vaulted below, as they can
plainly perceive by the sound of their instru-

ments used in hoeing the ground. A very small

expense would bring the secrets of this cavern to

light. They have nothing to do but to make a
breach in the wall, which appears uncovered towards
the garden.

The city of Cemenelion was first sacked by the

Longobards, who made an eruption into Provence,
under their king Alboinus, about the middle of the
sixth century. It was afterwards totally destroyed
by the Saracens, who at different times ravaged
this whole coast. The remains of the people are

supposed to have changed their habitation, and
formed a coalition with the inhabitants of Nice.
What further I have to say of Nice you shall

know in good time ; at present I have nothing to

add, but what you very well know, that I am always
your affectionate humble servant.

LETTER THE FOURTEENTH.
Nice, Jan. 20, 1764.

Dear Sir,—Last Sunday I crossed Montalban
on horseback, with some Swiss officers, on a visit to

3 a 2
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our consul, Mr. B-d, who lives at Ville Tranche,
about half a league from Nice. It is a small town,
built upon the side of a rock at the bottom of the
harbour, which is a fine basin, surrounded with
hills on every side, except to the south, where it lies
open to the sea. If there was a small island in the
mouth of it, to break off the force of the waves
when the wind is southerly, it would be one of the
finest harbours in the world; for the ground is ex-
ceeding good for anchorage. There is a sufficient
depth of water and room enough for the whole navy
of England. On the right hand as you enter the
port, there is an elegant fanal or light-house, kept
in good repair. But in all the charts of this coast
which I have seen, this lantern is laid down to the
westward of the harbour ; an error equally absurd
and dangerous, as it may mislead the navigator and
induce him to run his ship among the rocks to the
eastward of the light-house, where it would un-
doubtedly perish. Opposite to the mouth of the
harbour is the fort, which can be of no service but
in defending the shipping and the town by sea ; for
by land, it is commanded by Montalban, and all the
hills m the neighbourhood. In the war of 1744 itwas taken and retaken. At present it is in tolerable
good repair. On the left of the fort is the basin
for the galleys, with a kind of dock, in which they
are built, and occasionally laid up to be refitted.1ms basin is formed by a pretty stone mole; and
here his Sardinian Majesty's two galleys lie per-
fectly secure, moored with their sterns close to the
jetty. I went on board one of these vessels, and saw
about two hundred miserable wretches chained to
the banks, on which they sit and row when the
galley is at sea. This is a sight which a British
subject, sensible of the blessing he enjoys, cannot
behold without horror and compassion. Not but
that, if we consider the nature of the case with
coolness and deliberation, we must acknowledge
the justice and even sagacity of employing for the
service of the public, those malefactor's who have
forfeited their title to the privileges of the commu-
nity Among the slaves at Ville Franche is a
1-iedmontese count, condemned to the galleys for
lite, in consequence of having been convicted of
forgery.

He is permitted to live on shore, and gets money
by employing the other slaves to knit stockings for
sale. He appears always in the Turkish habit, and
is in a fair way of raising a better fortune than that
which he has forfeited. It is a great pity, however,
and a manifest outrage against the law of nations,
as well as of humanity, to mix with those banditti,
the Moorish and Turkish prisoners, who are taken
in the prosecution of open war. It is certainly no
justification of this barbarous practice, that the
christian prisoners are treated as cruelly at Tunis
and Algiers. It would be for the honour of Chris-
tendom to set an example of generosity to the
1 arksj and if they would not follow it, to join their
naval forces, and extirpate at once those nests of
pirates who have so long infested the Mediter-
ranean Certainly nothing can be more shameful
tnan the treaties which France and the maritime
powers have concluded with those barbarians,
1 bey supply them with artillery, arms, and ammu-
nition, to disturb their neighbours. They even paythem a sort of tribute, under the denomination of
presents; and often put up with insults tamely, for
the sordid consideration of a little gain in the way
of commerce. They know that Spain, Sardinia,
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and almost all the catholic powers in the Mediter-
ranean, Adriatic, and Levant, are at perpetual war
with those Mahometans; that, while Algiers, Tunis
and bailee, maintain armed cruisers at sea, those
christian powers will not run the risk of tradin- in
their own bottoms, but rather employ as carriers the
maritime nations who are at peace with the infidels
It is for our share of this advantage that we culti-
vate the piratical states of Barbary, and meanly
purchase passports of them, thus acknowledging
them masters of the Mediterranean.
The Sardinian galleys are mounted each with

nve-and-twenty oars, and six guns, six pounders of
a side, and a large piece of artillery a-midships,
pointing a head; which, so far as I am able to
judge can never be used point-blank, without de-
molishing the head or prow of the galley. The ac-
commodation on board for the officer is wretched
Ihere is a paltry cabin in the poop for the com-
mander; but all the other officers lie below the
slaves, in a dungeon, where they have neither light
air, nor any degree of quiet ; half suffocated by the
heat of the place

; tormented by fleas, bugs, and
lice

;
and disturbed by the incessant noise over-

head. The slaves lie upon the naked banks, with-
out any other covering than a tilt. This, however,
is no great hardship, in a climate where there is
scarce any winter. They are fed with a very scanty
allowance of bread, and about fourteen beans a day •

and twice a week they have a little rice or cheese
;but most of them, while they are in harbour, knit

stockings, or do some other kind of work, which
enables them to make some addition to this wretched
allowance. When they happen to be at sea in bad
weather, their situation is truly deplorable. Every
wave breaks over the vessel, and not only keeps
them continually wet, but comes with such force
that they are dashed against the banks with surpris-
ing violence

; sometimes their limbs are broke, and
sometimes their brains dashed out. It is impossible,
they say, to keep such a number of desperate people
under any regular command without exercising
such seventies as must shock humanity. It is al-
most equally impossible to maintain any tolerable
degree of cleanliness, where such a number of
wretches are crowded together without conveni-
ences, or even the necessaries of life. They are
ordered twice a week to strip, clean, and bathe
themselves in the sea ; but notwithstanding all the
precautions of discipline, they swarm with vermin,
and the vessel smells like an hospital, or crowded
gaol. They seem, nevertheless, quite insensible of
their misery

; like so many convicts in Newgate,
they laugh and sing, and swear and get drunk when
they can. When you enter by the stern you are
welcomed by a band of music selected from the
slaves

; and these expect a gratification. If you
walk forwards, you must take care of your pockets.
You will be accosted by one or other of the slaves^
with a brush and blacking-ball for cleaning your
shoes

; and if you undergo this operation, it is ten
to one but your pocket is picked. If you decline
his service and keep aloof, you will find it almost
impossible to avoid a colony of vermin, which these
fellows have a very dexterous method of conveying
to strangers. Some of the Turkish prisoners, whose
ransom or exchange is expected, are allowed to fro
ashore, under proper inspection; and those formats,
who have served the best part of the time for which
they were condemned, are employed in public
works, under a guard of soldiers. At the harbour
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of Nice they are hired by shipmasters to bring

ballast, and have a small proportion of what they earn

for their own use; the rest belongs to the king.

They are distinguished by an iron shackle about

one of their legs. The road from Nice to Ville

Franche is scarce passable on horse-back ; a circum-

stance the more extraordinary, as those slaves, in

the space of two or three months, might even make
it fit for a carriage, and the king would not be one

farthing out of pocket ; for they are quite idle the

greatest part of the year.

The galleys go to sea only in the summer. In

tempestuous weather they could not live out of port.

Indeed, they are good for nothing but in smooth

water during a calm, when, by dint of rowing, they

make good way. The king of Sardinia is so sensible

of their inutility that he intends to let his galleys

rot ; and, in lieu of them, has purchased two large

frigates in England, one of fifty and another of

thirty guns, which are now in the harbour of Ville

Franche. He has also procured an English officer,

one Mr. A , who is second in command on board

ofone ofthem, and has the title of captain consulteur,

that is, instructor to the first captain, the Marquis

de M i, who knows as little of seamanship as I

do of Arabic.

The king, it is said, intends to have two or three

more frigates, and then he will be more than a

match for the Barbary corsairs, provided care be

taken to man his fleet in a proper manner. But
this will never be done, unless he invites foreigners

into his service, officers as well as seamen ; for his

own dominions produce neither at present. If he

is really determined to make the most of the mari-

time situation of his dominions, as well as of his

alliance with Great Britain, he ought to supply his

ships with English mariners, and put a British

commander at the head of his fleet. He ought to

erect magazines and docks at Villa Franca ; or if

there is not conveniency for building, he may at

least have pits and wharfs for heaving down and

careening ; and these ought to be under the direc-

tion of Englishmen, who best understand all the

particulars of marine economy. Without all doubt,

he will not be able to engage foreigners, without

giving them liberal appointments ; and their being

engaged in his service, will give umbrage to his

own subjects ; but when the business is to establish

a maritime power, these considerations ought to be

sacrificed to reasons of public utility. Nothing can

be more absurd and unreasonable, than the mur-

murs of the Piedmontese officers at the preferment

of foreigners, who execute those things for the ad-

vantage of their country, of which they know
themselves incapable. When Mr. P—n was first

promoted in the service of his Sardinian Majesty,

he met with great opposition, and numberless mor-

tifications, from the jealousy of the Piedmontese

officers, and was obliged to hazard his life in many
rencounters with them, before they would be quiet.

Being a man of uncommon spirit, he never suffered

the least insult or affront to pass unchastised. He
had repeated opportunities of signalizing his valour

against the Turks ; and, by dint of extraordinary

merit, and long services, not only attained the chief

command of the galleys, with the rank of lieutenant-

general, but also acquired a very considerable share

of the king's favour, and was appointed comman-
dant of Nice. His Sardinian Majesty found his

account more ways than one, in thus promoting

Mr. P—n. He made the acquisition of an excel-

lent officer, of tried courage and fidelity, by whose

advice he conducted his marine affairs. This gen-

tleman was perfectly well esteemed at the court of

London. In the war of 1744, he lived in the utmost

harmony with the British admirals who commanded
our fleet in the Mediterranean. In consequence of

this good understanding, a thousand occasional ser-

vices were performed by the English ships for the

benefit of his master, which otherwise could not

have been done, without a formal application to

our ministry ; in which ease the opportunities

would have been lost. I know our admirals had

general orders and instructions to cooperate in all

things with his Sardinian Majesty ; but I know
also, by experience, how little these general instruc-

tions avail, when the admiral is not cordially inte-

rested in the service. Were the king of Sardinia

at present engaged with England in a new war

against France, and a British squadron stationed

upon this coast, as formerly, he would find a great

difference in this particular. He should therefore

carefully avoid having at Nice a Savoyard com-
mandant, utterly ignorant of sea affairs ; unac-

quainted with the true interest of his master, proud

and arbitrary ; reserved to strangers, from a pre-

judice of national jealousy ; and particularly averse

to the English.

With respect to the ancient name of Villa Franca,

there is a dispute among antiquarians. It is not at

all mentioned in the Itinerarium of Antoninus, un-

less it is meant as the port of Nice. But it is more

surprising, that the accurate Strabo, in describing

this coast, mentions no such harbour. Some peo-

ple imagine it is the Portus Herculis Monceci. But

this is undoubtedly what is now called Monaco

;

the harbour of which exactly tallies with what

Strabo says of the Portus Monceci— neque magnas,

neque multas capit naves. Ptolemy, indeed, seems

to mention it under the name of Herculis Portus,

different from the Portus Monceci. His words are

these :

—

Post Vari ostium ad Ligusticum mare, Massi-

liensium sunt Nieaja, Herculis Portus, Trophaa Au-
gust!, Monoeci Portus, In that case, Hercules was

worshipped both here and at Monaco, and gave his

name to both places. But, on this subject, I shall,

perhaps, speak more fully in another letter, after I

have seen the Troplura Augusti, now called Tourbia,

and the town of Monaco, which last is about three

leagues from Nice. Here I cannot help taking

notice of the following elegant description from the

Pharsalia, which seems to have been intended for

this very harbour.

Finis et Hesperiee promoto railite varus,

Quaque sub Herculeo sacratus numine Portus

Urget rupe cava pelagus, lion Coius in ilium

Jus habet, aut Zepliyrus : solus sua Httora turbat

Circius, et tuta prohibet slatione Monceci.

The present town of Villa Franca was built and

settled in the thirteenth century, by order of Charles

II., King of the Sicilies, and Count of Provence,

in order to defend the harbour from the descents of

the Saracens, who, at that time, infested the coast.

The inhabitants were removed hither from another

town, situated on the top of a mountain in the neigh-

bourhood, which those pirates had destroyed. Some
ruins of the old town are still extant. In order to

secure the harbour still more effectually, Emmanuel
Philibert, Duke of Savoy, built the fort in the be-

ginning of the last century, together with the mole

where the galleys are moored. As I said before,

Villa Franca is "built on the face of a barren rock.
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washed by the sea

j and there is not an acre of
plain ground within a mile of it. In summer, the
reflection of the sun from the rocks must make it
intolerably hot; for even at this time of the year
1 walked myself into a profuse sweat, by coin"
about a quarter of a mile to see the' gallevs

Pray, remember me to our friends at A—'s, and
believe me to be ever yours.

LETTER THE FIFTEENTH.
Nice, January 3, 1764.

iu
In your favour whica 1 received by

JUr. M 1, you remind me of my promise, to com-
municate the remarks I have still to make on the
-trench nation

; and, at the same time, you signify
your opinion, that I am too severe in my former
observations. You even hint a suspicion that this
severity is owing to some personal cause of resent-
ment

;
but, I protest, I have no particular cause of

animosity against an individual of that country
I have neither obligation to, nor quarrel with, any
subject of France

; and when I meet with a French-man worthy of my esteem, I can receive him intomy friendship with as much cordiality as I could
feel for any fellow-citizen of the same merit I even
respect the nation for the number of great men ithas produced in all arts and science! I respect
the French officers m particular, fortheir gallantry
and valour

;
and especially for that generous huma-

nity which they exercise towards their enemies
even amidst the horrors of war. This liberal spirit
is the only circumstance of ancient chivalry, which
I think was worth preserving. It had formerly
flourished in England, but was almost extinguished
in a succession of civil wars, which are always pro-
ductive of cruelty and rancour. It was Henry IV
of France^ a real knight-errant, who revived it inEurope. He possessed that greatness of mind whichcan forgive injuries of the deepest dye. And as hehad also the faculty of distinguishing characters, hefound his account in favouring with his friendship

fn n
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some °f those who had 0PPOsed him

in the field with the most inveterate perseverance
I know not whether he did more service to man-kind in general, by reviving the practice of treat-ing his prisoners with generosity, than he prejudiced
his own country by patronizing" the absurd and per-
nicious custom of duelling, and establishing apunto
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tW Lf, P S hlm t0 haZard in c°mPany everything that comes uppermost, without any respect tohis seniors or betters; and ten to one but he sayssomething which he finds it necessary to maintaL

with his sword. The old officer, instead of checking
his petulance, either by rebuke or silent disapproba-
tion, seems to be pleased with his impertinence, and
encourages every sally of his presumption. Should
a quarrel ensue, and the parties go out, he makesno efforts to compromise the dispute ; but sits with
a pleasing expectation to learn the issue of the
rencontre. If the young man is wounded, he
kisses him with transport, extols his bravery, putshim mto the hands of the surgeon, and visits him
7™ F,eat, tenderness every day until lie is cured.
If he is killed on the spot, he shrugs up his shoulders
—says, Quelle dommage ! e'etoit un aimable enfant

'

all, patience ! and in three hours the defunct is
forgotten. You know, in France, duels are forbid
on pam of death

; but this law is easily evaded!
ihe person insulted walks out; the antagonist
understands the hint, and follows him into the
street, where they justle as if by accident, draw
their swords, and one of them is either killed or
disabled, before any effectual means can be used to

,

part them. Whatever may be the issue of the
combat, the magistrate takes no cognizance of it •

at least, it is interpreted into an accidental ren-
contre, and no penalty is incurred on either side
thus, the purpose of the law is entirely defeated
by a most ridiculous and cruel connivance. The
merest trifles in conversation, a rash word, a distant
hint, even a look or smile of contempt, is sufficient
to produce one of these combats ; but injuries of a
deeper dye, such as terms of reproach, the lie direct
a blow, or even the menace of a blow, must be dis-
cussed with more formality. In any of these cases,
the parties agree to meet in the dominions of
another prince, where they can murder each other
without fear of punishment. An officer who is
struck, or even threatened with a blow, must not be
quiet, untd he either kills his antagonist, or loses hisown life. A friend of mine, a Nissard, who was in
the service of France, told me, that some years ago
one of their captains, in the heat of passion, struck
his lieutenant. They fought immediately. The
lieutenant was wounded and disarmed. As it was
an affront that could not be made up, he no sooner
recovered of his wounds, than he called out the
captain a second time. In a word, they fought
five times before the combat proved decisive ; at
last, the lieutenant was left dead on the spot. This
was an event that sufficiently proved the absurdity
of the punctilio which gave rise to it. The poor
gentleman who was insulted, and outraged by the
brutality of the aggressor, found himself under the
necessity of giving him a further occasion to take
away his life. Another adventure of the same kind
happened a few years ago in this place. A French
officer having threatened to strike another, a formal
challenge ensued

; and it being agreed that they
should fight until one of them dropped, each pro-
vided himself with a couple of pioneers to di°- his
grave on the spot. They engaged just without one of
the gates of Nice, in presence of a great number of
spectators, and fought with surprising fury, until
the ground was drenched with their blood. At
length one of them stumbled, and fell

; upon which
the other, who found himself mortally wounded,
advancing, and dropping his point, said, " Je te
(tonne ce que tu m'as 6te." " I give thee that which
thou hast taken from me." So saying he dropped
dead upon the field. The other, who had been the
person insulted, was so dangerously wounded, that he
could not rise. Some of the spectators carried him
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forthwith to the beach, and putting him into a boat, I

conveyed him by sea to Antibes. The body of his

antagonist was denied christian burial, as he died

without absolution, and every body allowed that

his soul went to hell ; but the gentlemen of the

army declared, that he died like a man of honour.

Should a man be never so well inclined to make
atonement in a peaceable manner, for an insult

given in the heat of passion, or in the fury of in-

toxication, it cannot be received. Even an in-

voluntary tresspass from ignorance or absence of

mind must be cleansed with blood. A certain

noble lord of our country, when he was yet a

commoner, on his travels, involved himself in a

dilemma of this sort at the court of Lorraine. He
had been riding out, and strolling along a public

walk, in a brown study, with his horsewhip in his

hand, perceived a caterpillar crawling on the back

of a marquis, who chanced to be before him. He
never thought of the petit-rnaitre ; but lifting up

his whip, in order to kill the insect, laid it across

his shoulders with a crack, that alarmed all the

company in the walk. The marquis's sword was

produced in a moment, and the aggressor in great

hazard of his life, as he had no weapon of defence.

He was no sooner waked from his reverie than he

begged pardon, and offered to make all proper

concessions for what he had done through mere

inadvertency. The marquis would have admitted

his excuses, had there been any precedent of such

an affront washed away without blood. A conclave

of honour was immediately assembled ; and after

long disputes, they agreed, that an involuntary

offence, especially from such a kind of man, d'tin tel

homme, might be atoned by concessions. That you

may have some idea of the small beginning from

which many gigantic quarrels arise, I shall recount

one that lately happened at Lyons, as I had it from

the mouth of a person who was an ear and eye

witness of the transaction. Two Frenchmen, at

a public ordinary, stunned the rest of the company
with their loquacity. At length one of them, with

a supercilious air, asked the other's name. " I

never tell my name," said he, " but in a whisper."

" You may have very good reasons for keeping it

secret," replied the first. " I will tell you," resumed

the other. With these words, he rose ; and going

round to him, pronounced, loud enough to be heard

by the whole company, " Je m'appelle Pierre Pasan ;

et vous etes un impertinent." So saying, he walked

out. The interrogator followed him into the

street, where they justled, drew their swords, and

engaged. He who asked the question was run

through the body ; but his relations were so power-

ful, that the victor was obliged to fly his country.

He was tried and condemned in his absence ; his

goods were confiscated ; his wife broke her heart;

his children were reduced tobeggary ; and he himself

is now starving in exile. In England, we have not

yet adopted all the implacability of the punctilio.

A gentleman may be insulted even with a blow, and

survive, after having once hazarded his life against

the aggressor. The laws of honour in our country

do not oblige him either to slay the person from

whom he received the injury, or even to fight to the

last drop of his blood. One finds no examples of

duels among the Romans, who were certainly as

brave and as delicate in their notions of honour as

the French. Cornelius Nepos tells us, that a famous

Athenian general, having a dispute with his col-

league, who was of Sparta, a man of a fiery dis-

position this last lifted up his cane to strike him.

Had this happened to a French petit-rnaitre, death

must have ensued. But mark what followed : the

Athenian, far from resenting the outrage in what

is now called a gentlemanlike manner, said, " Do,

strike if you please; but hear me." He never

dreamed of cutting the Lacedemonian's throat;

but bore with his passionate temper, as the infirmity

of a friend who had a thousand good qualities to

overbalance that defect.

I need not expatiate upon the folly and the

mischief which are countenanced and promoted by

the modern practice of duelling. I need not give

examples of friends who have murdered each

other, in obedience to this savage custom, even

while their hearts were melting with mutual ten-

derness ; nor will I particularize the instances

which I myself know, of whole families ruined, of

women and children made widows and orphans, of

parents deprived of only sons, and of valuable lives

lost to the community, by duels, which had been

produced by one unguarded expression, uttered

without intention of offence, in the heat of dispute

and altercation. I shall not insist upon the hard-

ship of a worthy man's being obliged to devote

himself to death, because it is his misfortune to be

insulted by a brute, a bully, a drunkard, or a mad-

man. Neither will I enlarge upon this side of the

absurdity, which, indeed, amounts to a contradiction

in terms ; I mean the dilemma to which a gentleman

in the army is reduced when he receives an affront.

If he does not challenge and fight his antagonist, he

is broke with infamy by a court martial ; if he fights

and kills him, he is tried by the civil power, con-

victed of murder, and, it the royal mercy does not

interpose, he is infallibly hanged : all this, exclusive

of the risk of his own life in the duel, and his

conscience being burdened with the blood of a man
whom, perhaps, he has sacrificed to a false punc-

tilio, even contrary to his own judgment. These

are reflections which I know your own good sense

will suggest; but I will make bold to propose a

remedy for this gigantic evil, which seems to gain

ground every day. Let a court be instituted for

taking cognizance of all breaches of honour, with

power to punish by fine, pillory, sentence of in-

famy, outlawry, and exile, by virtue of an act of

parliament made for this purpose ; and all persons

insulted shall have recourse to this tribunal. Let

every man who seeks personal reparation with

sword, pistol, or other instrument of death, be de-

clared infamous, and banished the kingdom. Let

every man convicted of having used a sword or

pistol, or other mortal weapon, against another,

either in duel or rencounter, occasioned by any

previous quarrel, be subject to the same penalties.

If any man is killed in a duel, let his body be

hanged upon a public gibbet for a certain time, and

then given to the surgeons. Let his antagonist be

hanged as a murderer, and dissected also ; and

some mark of infamy be set on the memory of

both. I apprehend such regulations would put an

effectual stop to the practice of duelling, which

nothing but the fear of infamy can support ; for I am
persuaded, that no being capable of reflection would

prosecute the trade of assassination at the risk of

his own life, if this hazard was at the same time

reinforced by the certain prospect of infamy and

•ruin. Every person of sentiment would, in that

case, allow, that an officer, who in a duel robs a

deserving woman of her husband, a number of
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TRAVELS THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY

LETTER THE SIXTEENTH.

Nice, May 2, 1764.

Dear Doctor,—A few days ago, I rode out with

Z*LTl7 S formerly conveyed in an aque-duct to the ancient city of Cemenelion, from whencethis place is distant about a mile, though separatedby abrupt rocks and deep hollows, which Erehere honoured with the name of valleys. Thewater, which s exquisitely cool, and light andpure gushes from the middle of' a rock by a holewhich leads to a subterranean aqueduct carriedthrough the middle of the mountain. This 7s aRoman work, and the more I considered it, ap-peared the more stupendous. A peasant who livesupon the spot, told us, he had entered by this hoteat eight in the morning, and advanced so far, that
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southerly, at the distance of half a mile, there isanother still more copious discharge of the samekind of water, called La Source du Temple. It wasconveyed through the same kind of pLage, andput to the same use as the other; and I shouldimagine they are both from the same source, whichthough hitherto undiscovered, must be at a consi-
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and delicate in their taste of water, that they took
great pains to supply themselves with the purest
and lightest from afar, for drinking and culinary
uses, even while they had plenty of an inferior sort
for their baths, and other domestic purposes. There
are springs of good water on the spot where Ceme-
nelion stood ; but there is a hardness in all well-
water, which quality is deposited in running a long
course, especially if exposed to the influence of the
sun and air. The Romans, therefore, had good
reason to soften and meliorate this element, by
conveying it a good length of way in open aque-
ducts. What was used in the baths of Cemenelion
they probably brought in leaden pipes, some of
which have been dug up very lately by accident.

You must know, I made a second excursion to
these ancient ruins, and measured the arena of the
amphitheatre with packthread. It is an oval figure;

the longest diameter extending to about one hun-
dred and thirteen feet, and the shortest to eighty-
eight ; but I will not answer for the exactness of
the measurement. In the centre of it, there was a
square stone with an iron ring, to which I suppose
the wild beasts were tied, to prevent their springing
upon the spectators. Some of the seats remain,
with two opposite entrances, consisting each of one
large gate, and two lateral smaller doors arched.
There is also a considerable portion of the exter-
nal wall ; but no columns or other ornaments of
architecture. Hard by, in the garden of the Count
de Gubernatis, I saw the remains of a bath, front-
ing the portal of the temple, which I have de-
scribed in a former letter ; and here were some
shafts of marble pillars, particularly a capital of the
Corinthian order, beautifully cut, of white alabaster.

Here the Count found a large quantityof fine marble,
which he has converted to various uses ; and some
mutilated statues, bronze as well as marble. The
peasant showed me some brass and silver medals
which he has picked up at different times in labour-
ing the ground

; together with several oblong beads
of coloured glass, which were used as earrings
by the Roman ladies ; and a small seal of agate
very much defaced. Two of the medals were of
Maximian and Gallienus ; the rest were so con-
sumed, that I could not read the legend. You know
that on public occasions, such as games, and cer-
tain sacrifices, handfuls of medals were thrown
among the people ; a practice which accounts for

the great number which have been already found
in this district. I saw some subterranean passages
which seemed to have been common sewers ; and a
great number of old walls still standing along the
brink of a precipice, which overhangs the Paglion.
The peasants tell me, that they never dig above a
yard in depth, without finding vaults or cavities.

All the vineyards and garden grounds, for a con-
siderable extent, are vaulted underneath ; and all

the ground that produces their grapes, fruit, and
garden stuff, is no more than the crumbled lime
and rubbish of old Roman buildings, mixed with
manure brought from Nice. This ancient town
commanded a most noble prospect of the sea ; but
is altogether inaccessible by any kind of wheel
carriage. If you make a shift to climb to it on
horseback, you cannot descend to the plain again,
without running the risk of breaking your neck.
About seven or eight miles on the other side of Nice,

are the remains of another Roman monument, which
has greatly suffered from the barbarity of successive
ages. It was a trophy erected by the senate of

Rome, in honour of Augustus Ca;sar, when he had
totally subdued all the ferocious nations of these
maritime Alps ; such as the Trumpilini Camuni,
Vennonetes, Isnarci, Breuni, &c. It stands upon
the top of a mountain which overlooks the town of
Monaco, and now exhibits the appearance of an
old ruined tower. There is a description of what
it was, in an Italian manuscript, by which it ap-
pears to have been a beautiful edifice of two stories,

adorned with columns and trophies in alto relievo,

with a statue of Augustus Csesar on the top. On
one of the sides was an inscription, some words
of which are still legible, upon the fragment of a
marble found close to the old building ; but the

whole is preserved in Pliny, who gives it in these
words, Lib. III. cap. 20.

IMPERATORI C.ESARI DlVf. F. AVG. PONT.
MAX. IMP. XIV. TRIBVNIC. POTEST. XVIII.

S. P. Q. R.
QUOD EIVS DVCTV, AVSPICIISQ. GENTES ALPINiE
OMNES, QVE A MAR[ SVPERO AD 1NFERUM PERT1-
-NEBANT.'SVB IMPERIUM PO. RO. SVNT REDAC.
GENTES AI.P1N.E DEVICT.-E TRUMPILINI CAMV-
NI, VENNONETES, ISNARCI, BREVNI, NAVNES,

FOCVNATES, VINDELICORVM GENTES QVATVOR,
CONSVANETES, VIRVCINATES, LICATES, CATE-
NATES, ABISONTES, RVGVSCI, SVANETES, CA-

-LVCONES, BRIXENTES, LEPONTII, VIBERI, NAM-
TVATES.SEDVNI, VERAGRI, SALASSI, AC1TAVONES,
MEDVLLI, VICINI, CATVRIGES, BRIGIANI, SOGI-
-VNTII. EHRODYNT1I. NEMALOSES EDENETES.
ESVBIANI. VEAMINI, GALLITiE, TRIULLATI,
ECTINI, VERGVNNI, EGVITVRI, NEMENTVRI,
ORATELLI, NERUSCI, VELAVNI, SVETRI.

Pliny, however, is mistaken in placing this in-

scription on a trophy near the Augusta prcetoria, now
called Aosta, in Piedmont ; where, indeed, there is a
triumphalarch.but no inscription. This noble monu-
ment of antiquity was first of all destroyed by
fire; and afterwards, in Gothic times, converted
into a kind of fortification. The marbles belong-
ing to it were either employed in adorning the
church of the adjoining village,* which is called
Turbia, a corruption of Trophsea ; or converted
into tombstones, or carried off to be preserved in

one or two churches of Nice. At present, the
work has the appearance of a ruinous watch-tower,
with Gothic battlements ; and as such stands un-
distinguished by those who travel by sea from hence
to Genoa and other parts of Italy. I think I have
now described all the antiquities in the neighbour-
hood of Nice, except some catacombs or caverns,
dug in a rock at St. Hospice, which Busching, in
his Geography, has described as a strong town and
seaport, though, in fact, there is not the least vestige
either of town or village. It is a point of land
almost opposite to the tower of Turbia, with the
mountains of which it forms a bay, where there is

a great and curious fishery of the tunny fish, farmed
of the King of Sardinia. Upon this point there is

a watch-tower still kept in repair, to give notice to
the people in the neighbourhood, in case any Bar-
bary corsairs should appear on the coast. The
catacombs were in all probability dug, in former

* This was formerly a considerable town called Villa
Martis, and pretends to the honour of having given birth to
Aulus Helvius, who succeeded Commodus as emperor of
Rome, by the name of Peitinax, which he acquired from his
obstinate refusal of that dignity, when it was forced upon him
by the senate. You know, this man, though of very low
birth, possessed many excellent qualities, and was basely
murdered hy the prtetorian guards, at the instigation of
Didius Juliauus. For my part, I could never read without
emotion that celebrated eulogium of the senate, who ex-
claimed after his death, Pcrtinace imperanle, securi viximut,
neminem iimuimus, putre pio, yatre senaius, patrc omnium
bonorum.
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times, as places of retreat for the inhabitants upon
sudden descents of the Saracens, who greatlv in-
fested these seas for several successive centuries.
JHany curious persons have entered them, and pro-
ceeded a considerable way by torch light without
arriving at the further extremity ; and the tradition
ot the country is, that they reach as far as the
ancient city of Cemenelion : but this is an idle
supposition, almost as ridiculous as that which as-
cribes them to the labour and ingenuity of the
Fairies. They consist of narrow subterranean
passages, vaulted with stone and lined with cement
Here and there one finds detached apartments like
small chambers, where I suppose the people re-
mained concealed till the danger was over. Dio-
dorus Siculus tells us, that the ancient inhabitants
of this country usually lived under ground. "Li-
gurus in terra cubant ut plurimum

; plures ad cava
saxa speluncasque ab natura factas, ubi tegantur cor-
pora, divertunt" This was likewise the custom of
the Troglodyte, a people bordering upon Ethiopia
who, according to ./Elian, lived in subterranean
caverns; from whence, indeed, they took their
name, TpayAri, signifying a cavern. And Virgil,
in his Georgics, describes them thus

:

Ipsi in defossis specubus, secura sub alta
Otia agunt terra.

These are dry subjects ; but such as the country
affords. If we have not white paper, we must
snow with brown. Even that which I am now
scrawling may be useful, if not entertaining. It is
therefore the more confidently offered b}-,

Dear sir, yours affectionately.

LETTER THE SEVENTEENTH.
Nice, July 2, 17G4.

Dear Sir,—Nice was originally a colony from
Marseilles. You know the Phocians, if we may
believe Justin and Polybius, settled in Gaul, and built
Marseilles, during the reign of Tarquinius Priscus
at Rome. This city flourished to such a de<ree
that long before the Romans were in a condition to
extend their dominions, it sent forth colonies and
established them along the coast of Liguria. Of
these, Nice, or Niesea, was one of the most remark-
able

; so called, in all probability, from the Greek
word Nooj, signifying Victoria, in consequence of
some important victory obtained over the Salii and
Ligures, who were the ancient inhabitants of this
country. Nice, with its mother citv, being in the
sequel subdued by the Romans, fell afterwards
successively under the dominion of the Goths,
Burgundians, and Franks, the kings of Aries, and
the kings of Naples, as counts of Provence. In
the year one thousand three hundred and eighty-
eight, the city and county of Nice being but ill
protected by the family of Durazzo, voluntarily
surrendered themselves to Amadous, surnamed tb°
lied Duke of Savoy

; and since that period they
have continued as part of that potentate's do-
minions, except at such times as they have been
over-run and possessed by the power of France
which hath always been a troublesome neighbour
to this country. The castle was begun by the
Arragoman counts of Provence, and afterwards
enlarged by several successive dukes of Savoy
so as to be deemed impregnable, until the modern
method of besieging began to take place. A fruit-
less attempt was made upon it in the year one thou-
sand five hundred and forty-three, by the French

and Turks in conjunction but it was reduced
several times after that period, and is now in rums.The celebrated engineer,Vauban, being commandedby Louis XIV. to give in a plan for fortifying Nice
proposed that the river Paglion should "be turned
into a new channel, so as to surround the town to
the north, and fall into the harbour

; that where
the I aghon now runs to the westward of the city
walls, there should be a deep ditch to be filled with
sea water, and that the fortress should be built Ito
the westward of this fosse. These particulars miAt
be executed at no very great expense

; but, I ap-
prehend, they would be ineffectual, as the town iscommanded by every hill in the neighbourhood;
and the exhalations from stagnating sea water
would infallibly render the air unwholesome Not-
withstanding the undoubted antiquity of Nice very
few monuments of that antiquity now remain. The
inhabitants say, they were either destroyed by the
Saracens in their successive descents upon the
coast, by the barbarous nations in their repeated
incursions, or used in fortifying the castle, as well as
in building other edifices. The city of Cemenelion
however, was subject to the same disasters, and even
entirely ruined

; nevertheless, we still find remains
of its ancient splendour. There have been likewise
a few stones found at Nice, with ancient inscrip-
tions

; but there is nothing of this kind standing
unless we give the name of antiquity to a marble
cross on the road to Provence, about half a mile
from the city. It stands upon a pretty high pedes-
tal with steps, under a prettv stone cupola or dome
supported by four Ionic pillars, on the spot where
Charles V. emperor of Germany, Francis I of
France, and Pope Paul H. agreed to have a con-
ference, in order to determine all their disputes
ihe emperor came hither by sea, with a powerful
fleet, and the French king by land, at the head of
a numerous army. All the endeavours of his
Holiness, however, could not effect a peace • but
they agreed to a truce of ten years. Mezerai
affirms, that these two great princes never saw one
another on this occasion.; and that this shyness was
owing to the management of the pope, whose pri-
vate designs might have been frustrated, had they
come to a personal interview. In the front of the
colonnade, there is a small stone, with an inscription
in Latin, which is so high, and so much defaced,
that I cannot read it.

In the sixteenth century there was a college
erected at Nice, by Emanuel Philibert, Duke of
Sayoy, for granting degrees to students of law

;

and m the year one thousand six hundred and
fourteen, Charles Emanuel I. instituted the senate
of Nice

; consisting of a president, and a certain
number of senators, who are distinguished by their
purple robes, and other ensigns of authority. They
administer justice, having the power of life and
death, not only through the whole country of Nice,
but causes are evoked from Oneglia, and some
other places, to their tribunal, which is the dernier
ressort, from whence there is no appeal. The com-
mandant, however, by virtue of his military power
and unrestricted authority, takes upon him to
punish individuals by imprisonment, corporal pains,
and banishment, without consulting the senate, or
indeed observing any fonn of trial. The only
redress against any unjust exercise of this absolute
pewer, is by complaint to the king ; and you know
what chance a poor man has for being redressed in
this mauuer.
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With respect to religion, I may safely say, that

here superstition reigns under the darkest shades
of ignorance and prejudice. I think there are ten

convents and three nunneries within and without
the walls of Nice ; and among them all I never
could hear of one man who had made any tolerable

advances in any kind of human learning. All
ecclesiastics are exempted from any exertion of
civil power, being under the immediate protection

and authority of the bishop, or his vicar. The
bishop of Nice is suffragan of the archbishop of
Ambrun in France ; and the revenues of the see

amount to between five and six hundred pounds
sterling. We have likewise an office of the inquisi-

tion, though I do not hear that it presumes to

execute any acts of jurisdiction without the king's

special permission. All the churches are sanctuaries

for all kinds of criminals, except those guilty of
high treason ; and the priests are extremely jealous

of their privileges in this particular. They receive,

with open arms, murderers, robbers, smugglers,
fraudulent bankrupts, and felons of every denomi-
nation ; and never give them up, until after having
stipulated for their lives and liberty. I need not
enlarge upon the pernicious consequences of this

infamous prerogative, calculated to raise and extend
the power and influence of the Roman church, on
the ruins of morality and good order. I saw a
fellow, who had three days before murdered his

wife in the last month of pregnancy, taking the air

with great composure and serenity on the steps of
a church in Florence ; and nothing is more common,
than to see the most execrable villains diverting

themselves in the cloisters ofsome convents atRome.
Nice abounds with noblesse, marquisses, counts,

and barons. Of these, three or four families are

really respectable. The rest are novi homines, sprung
from bourgeoise, who have saved a little money by
their different occupations, and raised themselves
to the rank of noblesse by purchase. One is

descended from an avocat; another from an apothe-
cary ; a third from a retailer of wine ; a fourth
from a dealer in anchovies

; and, I am told, there

is actually a count at Ville Franche, whose father

sold macaroni in the streets. A man in this country
may buy a marquisite, or a county, for the value
of three or four hundred pounds sterling, and the

title follows the fief. But he may purchase lettres

de noblesse for about thirty or forty guineas. In
Savoy, there are six hundred families of noblesse

;

the greater part of which have not above one
hundred crowns a-year to maintain their dignity.

In the mountains of Piedmont, and even in this

county of Nice, there are some representatives of
very ancient and noble families, reduced to the
condition of common peasants; but they still retain

the ancient pride of their houses, and boast of the

noble blood that runs in their veins. A gentleman
told me, that, in travelling through the mountains,

he was obliged to pass a night in the cottage of one
of these rusticated nobles, who called to his son in

the evening, " Chevalier, as tu donne a manger aux
cocho?is." This, however, is not the case with the

noblesse of Nice. Two or three of them have about
four or five hundred a-year; the rest, in general,

may have about one hundred pistoles, arising from
the silk, oil, wine, and oranges, produced in their

small plantations, where they have also countr}'

houses. Some few of these are well built, com-
modious and agreeably situated

;
but, for the most

part, they are miserable enough. Our noblesse, not-

withstanding their origin, and the cheap rate at

which their titles have been obtained, are never-
theless extremely tenacious of their privileges, very
delicate in maintaining the etiquette, and keep at a
very stately distance from the bourgeoise. How
they live in their families, I do not choose to

inquire
; but, in public, Madame appears in her

robe of gold, or silver stuff, with her powder and
frisure, her perfumes, her paint, and her patches

;

while Monsieur le Compte struts about in his lace

and embroidery. Rouge and fard are more pecu-
liarly necessary in this country, where the com-
plexion and skin are naturally swarthy and yellow.

I have likewise observed, that most of the females
are pot-bellied ; a circumstance owing, I believe,

to the great quantity of vegetable trash which they
eat. All the horses, mules, asses, and cattle, which
feed upon grass, have the same distention. This
kind of food produces such acid juices in the

stomach, as excite a perpetual sense of hunger. I

have been often amazed at the voracious appetites

of these people. You must not expect that I should
describe the tables and the hospitality of our
Nissard gentry. Our consul, who is a very honest
man, told me, he had lived four-and-thirty years in

the country, without having once eat or drank in

any of their houses.

The noblesse of Nice cannot leave the country

without express leave from the king : and this leave,

when obtained, is for a limited time, which they

dare not exceed, on pain of incurring his majesty's

displeasure. They must, therefore, endeavour to

find amusements at home ; and this, I apprehend,
would be no easy task for people of an active spirit

or restless disposition. True it is, the religion of
the country supplies a never-failing fund of pastime
to those who have any relish for devotion ; and
this is here a prevailing taste. We have had tran-

sient visits of a puppet-show, strolling musicians,

and rope-dancers ; but they did not like their

quarters, and decamped without beat of drum. In

the summer, about eight or nine at night, part of

the noblesse may be seen assembled in a place called

the Pare ; which is, indeed, a sort of a street formed
by a row of very paltry houses on one side, and on
the other, by part of the town-wall, which screens

it from a prospect of the sea, the only object that

could render it agreeable. Here you may perceive

the noblesse stretched in pairs upon logs of wood,
like so many seals upon the rocks by moon-light,

each dame with her cicisbeo. For, you must under-

stand, this Italian fashion prevails at Nice among
all ranks of people; and there is not such a passion

as jealousy known. The husband and the cicisbeo

live together as sworn brothers ; and the wife and
the mistress embrace each other with marks of the

warmest affection. I do not choose to enter into

particulars. I cannot open the scandalous chronicle

of Nice without hazard of contamination. With
respect to delicacy and decorum, you may peruse

Dean Swift's description of the Yahoos, and then

you will have some idea of the sporcherie that

distinguishes the gallantry of Nice. But the Pare
is not the only place of public resort for our noblesse

in a summer's evening. Just without one of our
gates, you will find them seated in ditches on the

highway side, serenaded with the croaking of frogs,

and the bells and braying of mules and asses con-
tinually passing in a perpetual cloud of dust.

Besides these amusements, there is a public con-

versazione every evening at the commandants



bouse, called the Government, where those noble
personages play at cards for farthings. In carnival
time, there is also at this same government a ball
twice or thrice a-week, carried on by subscription.
At this assembly every person, without distinction,
H permitted to dance in masquerade; but after
dancing, they are obliged to unmask, and if bour-
geoise, to retire. No individual can give a ball,
without obtaining a permission and guard of the
commandant; and then his house is open to all
masks, without distinction, who are provided with
tickets, which tickets are sold by the commandant's
secretary, at five sols a-piece, and delivered to the
guard at the door. If I have a mind to entertain
my particular friends, I cannot have more than a
couple of violins

; and, in that case, it is called a
conversazione.

Though the king of Sardinia takes all opportu-
nities to distinguish the subjects of Great Britain
with particular marks ofrespect, I have seen enough
to be convinced, that our nation is looked upon
with an evil eye by the people of Nice ; and this
arises partly from religious prejudices, and partly
from envy, occasioned by a ridiculous notion of
our superior wealth. For my own part. I owe
them nothing on the score of civilities ; and there-
fore I shall say nothing more on the subject, lest I
should be tempted to deviate from that temperance
and impartiality, which I would fain hope have
hitherto characterized the remarks of,

Dear sir, your faithful humble servant

TRAVELS THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY.

LETTER THE EIGHTEENTH.
Nice, May, 2, 1764.

Dear Doctor,—I wrote in May to Mr. B
at Geneva, and gave him what "information he
desired to have touching the conveniences of Nice.
I shall now enter into the same detail, for the benefit
of such of your friends or patients as mav have
occasion to try this climate.
The journey from Calais to Nice, of four persons

in a coach, or two post chaises, with a servant on
horseback, travelling post, may be performed with
ease for about one hundred and twenty pounds
including every expense. Either at Calais, or at
Pans, you will always find a travelling coach or
berlin, which you may buy for thirty or forty
guineas, and this will serve very well to reconvev
you to your own country.

In the town of Nice you will find no readv fur-
nished lodgings for a whole family. Just without
one of the gates, there are two houses to be let
ready furnished, for about five Louis d'ors per
month. As for the country houses in this neigh-
bourhood, they are damp in winter, and generally
without chimneys

; and, in summer, they are ren-
dered uninhabitable by the heat and the vermin. If
you hire a tenement in Nice, you must take it for a
year certain, and this will cost you about twenty
pounds sterling. For this price I have a ground-
floor paved with brick, consisting of a kitchen, two
large halls, a couple of good rooms with chimneys
three large closets that serve for bed-chambers and
dressing-rooms, a butler's room, and three apart-
ments for servants, lumber or stores, to which we
ascend by narrow wooden stairs. I have likewise
two small gardens, well stocked with oranges, le-
mons, peaches, figs, grapes, corinths, salad, and
pot-herbs. It is supplied with a draw-well of good
crater, and there is another in the vestibule of the

house which is cooL large, and magnificent. Youmay hire furniture for such a tenement for about
two guineas a month ; but I chose rather to buy
what was necessary

; and this cost me about sixty-
pounds. I suppose it will fetch me about half themoney when I leave the place. It is very difficult
to find a tolerable cook at Nice. A common maidwho serves the people of the country for three or
four hvres a month, will not live with an English
family under eight or ten. They are all slovenly,
slothful, and unconscionable cheats. The markets
at Nice are tolerably well supplied. Their beef
which comes from Piedmont, is pretty good, and we
nave it all the year. In the winter we have like-
wise excellent pork and delicate lamb ; but the mut-
ton is indifferent. Piedmont also affords us delicious
capons, fed with maize ; and this country produces
excellent turkeys, but very few geese. Chickens
and pullets are extremely meagre. I have tried to
latten them, without success. In summer they are
subject to the pip, and die in great numbers. Au-
tumn and winter are the seasons for game ; hares
partridges, quails, wild pigeons, woodcocks, snipes'
thrushes, beccaficas, and ortolans. Wild boar is
sometimes found in the mountains ;' it has a deli-
cious taste, not unlike that of the wild hog in Ja-
maica, and would make an excellent barbecue,
about the beginning of winter, when it is in good
case

;
but when meagre, the head only is presented

at tables. Pheasants are very scarce ; as for the
heath game, I never saw but one cock, which mv
servant bought in the market, and brought home ;
but the commandant's cook came into my kitchen
and carried it off, after it was half plucked, saying
his master had company to dinner. The hares are
large, plump, and juicy. The partridges are gene-
rally of the red sort; large as pullets, and of a good
flavour

;
there are also some grey partridges in the

mountains, and another sort of a white colour, that
weigh four or five pounds each. Beccaficas are
smaller than sparrows, but very fat, and they are
generally eaten half raw : the best way of dressing
them is to stuff them into a roll, scooped of its
crum

;
to baste them well with butter, and roast

them until they are brown and crisp. The ortolans
are kept in cages, and crammed until they die of
fat, then eaten as dainties. The thrush is presented
with the trail, because the bird feeds on olives

;

they may as well eat the trail of a sheep, because it
feeds on the aromatic herbs of the mountain. In the
summerwe have beef, veal, and mutton, chicken and
ducks

;
which last are very fat and very flabby. All

the meat is tough in this season, because the exces-
sive heat and great number of flies will not admit
of its being kept any time after it is killed. Butter
and milk, though not very delicate, we have all the
year. Our tea and fine sugar come from Marseilles
at a very reasonable price.

Nice is not without variety of fish, though they
are not counted so good in their kinds as those of
the ocean. Soals, and flat fish in general, are scarce.
Here are some mullets, both grey and red. We
sometimes see the dory, which is called St Pietro

;

with rock fish, bonita, and makareL The gurnard
appears pretty often, and there is plenty of a kind
of large whiting, which eats pretty well, but has not
the delicacy of that which is caught on our coast.
One of the best fish of this country is called le hup,
about two or three pounds in weight, white, firm,
and well flavoured. Another, no wav inferior to it,

is the moustle, about the same size, bf a dark grey
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colour, and short blunt snout, growing thinner and

flatter from the shoulder downwards, so as to re-

semble a soal at the tail ; this cannot be the mustda

of the ancients, which is supposed to be the sea

lamprey. Here too are found the vyvre, or, as we
call it, weaver, remarkable for its long sharp spines,

so dangerous to the fingers of the fishermen. We
have abundance of the scepie, or cuttle fish, of which
the people in this country make a delicate ragout

;

as also of the polype de mer, which is an ugly ani-

mal, with long feelers, like tails, which they often

wind about the legs of the fishermen ; they are

stewed with onions, and eat something like cow
heel. The market sometimes affords ecrivisse de

mer, which is a lobster without claws, of a sweetish

taste ; and there are a few rock oysters, very small

and very rank. Sometimes the fishermen find un-

der water pieces of a very hard cement, like plaster

of Paris, which contain a kind of muscle, called la

datte, from its resemblance to a date. These petri-

factions are commonly of a triangular form, and

may weigh about twelve or fifteen pounds each, and

one of them may contain a dozen of these muscles,

which have nothing extraordinary in the taste or

flavour, though extremely curious, as found alive

and juicy, in the heart of a rock, almost as hard as

marble, without any visible communication with the

air or water. I take it for granted, however, that

the enclosing cement is porous, and admits the finer

parts of the surrounding fluid. In order to reach

the muscles, this cement must be broke with large

hammers ; and it may be truly said, the kernel is

not worth the trouble of cracking the shell. Among
the fish of this country there is a very ugly animal

of the eel species, which might pass for a serpent

;

it is of a dusky black colour, marked with spots of

yellow, about eighteen inches or two feet long. The
Italians call it murena ; but whether it is the fish

which had the same name among the ancient Ro-

mans, I cannot pretend to determine. The ancient

murena was counted a great delicacy, and was

kept in ponds for extraordinary occasions. Julius

Cajsar borrowed six thousand for one entertainment,

but I imagine this was the river lamprey. The mu-
rena of this country is in no esteem, and only eaten

by the poor people. Crawfish and trout are l-arely

found in the rivers among the mountains. The
sword-fish is much esteemed in Nice, and called

Vempereur, about six or seven feet long, but I have

never seen it;* they are very scarce, and when
taken are generally concealed, because the head

belongs to the commandant, who has likewise the

privilege of buying the best fish at a very low price

;

for which reason the choice pieces are concealed by

the fishermen, and sent privately to Piedmont or

Genoa. But the chief fisheries on this coast are of

the sardines, anchovies, and tunny ; these are taken

in small quantities all the year, but spring and sum-

mer is the season when they mostly abound. In

June and July, a fleet of about fifty fishing-boats

put to sea every evening about eight o'clock, and

catch anchovies in immense quantities. One small

boat sometimes takes in one night twenty-five rup,

amounting to six hundred weight ; but it must be

observed, that the pound here, as well as in other

parts of Italy, consists but of twelve ounces. An-
chovies, besides their making a considerable article

in the commerce of Nice, are a great resource in

* Since I wrote the above letter, I have eaten several times

of this fish, which is as white as the finest veal, and extremely

delicate. The emperor associates with the tunny fish, and is

always taken in their company.

all families. The noblesse and bourgeoise sup on
salad and anchovies, which are eater? on all their

meagre days. The fishermen and mariners all along

this coast have scarce any other food but dry bread,

with a few pickled anchovies ; and when the fish is

eaten, they rub their crusts with the brine. Nothing

can be more delicious than fresh anchovies fried in

oil ; I prefer them to the smelts of the Thames. I

need not mention, that the sardines and anchovies

are caught in nets ; salted, barrelled, and exported

into all the different kingdoms and states of Europe.

The sardines, however, are largest and fattest in the

month ofSeptember. A company ofadventurers have
farmed the tunny fishery of the king for six years, a

monopoly for which they pay about three thousand

pounds sterling. They are at a very considerable

expense for nets, boats, and attendance. Their nets

are disposed in a very curious manner across the

small bay of St. Hospice, in this neighbourhood,

where the fish chiefly resort. They are never re-

moved except in the winter, and when they want
repair. But there are avenues for the fish to enter

and pass from one enclosure to another. There is

a man in a boat who constantly keeps watch. When
he perceives they are fairly entered, he has a method
of shutting all the passes, and confining the fish to

one apartment of the net, which is lifted up into the

boat, until the prisoners are taken and secured.

The tunny fish generally runs from fifty to one

hundred weight ; but some of them are much larger.

They are immediately gutted, boiled, and cut in

slices. The guts and head afford oil. The slices

are partly dried, to be eaten occasionally with oil

and vinegar, or barrelled up in oil, to be exported.

It is counted a delicacy in Italy and Piedmont, and
tastes not unlike sturgeon. The famous pickle of

the ancients, called garum, was made of the gills

and blood of the tunny, or thynnus. There is a

much more considerable fishery of it in Sardinia,

where it is said to employ four hundred persons

;

but this belongs to the Due de St. Pierre. In the

neighbourhood of Villa Franca, there are people

always employed in fishing for coral and sponge,

which grow adhering to the rocks under water.

Their methods do not savour much of ingenuity.

For the coral, they lower down a swab, composed
of what is called spun yarn on board our ships of

war, hanging in dist inct threads, and sunk by means
of a great weight, which striking against the coral

in its descent, disengages it from the rocks ; and
some of the pieces being entangled among the

threads of the swab, are brought up with it above
water. The sponge is got by means of a cross stick,

fitted with hooks, which being lowered down,
fastens upon it, and tears it from the rocks. In
some parts of the Adriatic and Archipelago, these

substances are gathered by divers, who can remain
five minutes below water. But I will not detain

you one minute longer; though I must observe that

there is plenty of fine samphire growing along all

these rocks, neglected and unknown. Adieu.

LETTER THE NINETEENTH.
Nice, October 10, 1764.

Dear Sir,—Before I tell you the price of pro-

visions at Nice, it will be necessary to say something
of the money. The gold coin of Sardinia con-

sists of the doppia di Savoia, value twenty-four

livres Piedmontese, about the size of a Louis

d'or; and the mezzo doppia, or piece of twelve
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livres. In silver, there is the scudo of six livres,
the mezzo scudo of three, and the quarto or pezza
di trenta soldi

; but all these are very scarce. We
seldom see any gold and silver coin, hut the' Louis
d'or, and the six and three livre pieces of France

;

a sure sign that the French surfer bv their contra-
band commerce with the Xissards. The coin chiefly
used at market is a piece of copper silvered, that
passes for seven sols and a half; another of the
same sort, value two sols and a half. They have
on one side the impression of the king's head

; and
on the other the arms of Savoy, with a ducal crown,
inscribed with his name and titles. There are of
genuine copper pieces of one sol^ stamped on one
side with a cross fleury ; and on the reverse with
the king's cypher and crown, inscribed as the others.
Finally, there is another small copper piece called
piccalon, the sixth part of a sol, with a plain cross,
and on the reverse, a slip knot surmounted with a
crown

; the legend as above. The impression and
legend on the goid and silver coins are the same as
those on the pieces of seven sols and a half. The
livre of Piedmont consists of twentv sols, and is very
near of the same value as an English shilling

j ten sols
therefore are equal to sixpence sterling. Butcher's
meat in general sells at Nice for three sols a pound

;

and veal is something dearer ; but then there are
but twelve ounces in the pound, which being allowed
for, sixteen ounces come to something less than
twopence halfpenny English. Fish commonly sells
for four sols the twelve ounces, or five for the
English pound

; and these five are equivalent to
threepence of our money . But sometimes we are
obliged to pay five and even six sols for the Pied-
montese pound of fish. A turkey that would sell
lor five or six shillings at the London market, costs
me but three at Nice. I can buy a good capon for
thirty sols, or eighteen-pence ; and the same price I
pay for a brace of partridges, or a good hare. I can
have a woodcock for twenty-four sols ; but the
pigeons are dearer than in London. Rabbits are
very rare; and there is scarce a goose to be
seen in the whole county of Nice. Wild ducks
and teal are sometimes to be had in the winter

; andnow I am speaking of sea-fowl, it may not be amiss
to tell you what I know of the halcyon or king's
fisher. It is a bird, though very rare in this country,
about the size of a pigeon, the body brown and the
belly white. By a wonderful instinct it makes its
pest upon the surface of the sea, and lays its eo-o-s
in the month of November, when the Mediterranean
is always calm and smooth as a mill-pond. The
people here call them martinets, because they begin
to hatch about Martinmas. Their nests are some-
times seen floating near the shore, and generally
become the prize of the boys, who are very alert in
catching them.
You know all sea birds are allowed by the church

of Rome to be eaten on meagre days, as a kind of
fish

; and the monks especially do not fail to make
use of this permission. Sea-turtle, or tortoises, are
often found at sea by the mariners in these latitudes.
But they are not the green sort, so much in re-
quest among the aldermen of London. All the
Mediterranean turtle are of the kind called logger-
head, which in the West Indies are eaten bv none
but hungry seamen, negroes, and the lowest class of
people. One of these, weighing about two hundred
pounds was lately brought on shore by the fisher-men of Nice, who found it floating asleep on the
surface of tne sea. The whole town was alarmed

at sight of such a monster, the nature of which they
could not comprehend. However, the monks, called
mimms, of St. Francisco di Paolo, guided by a sure
instinct, marked it as their prey, and surrounded it
accordingly. The friars of other convents, not
quite so hungry, crowding down to the beach, de-
clared it should not be eaten

; dropped some hints
about the possibility of its being something preter-
natural and diabolical, and even proposed exorcisms
and aspersions with holy water. The populace
were divided according to their attachment to this
or that convent ; a mighty clamour arose, and the
police, in order to remove the cause of their con-
tention, ordered the tortoise to be recommitted to
the waves

; a sentence which the Franciscans saw
executed not without sighs and lamentation. The
land-turtle, or terrapin, is much better known at
Nice, as being a native of this country; yet the best
are brought from the island of Sardinia. The soup,
or bouillon of this animal, is always prescribed here
as a great restorative to consumptive patients. The
bread of Nice is very indifferent, and I am per-
suaded very unwholesome. The flour is generally
musty, and not quite free of sand. This is either
owing to the particles of the mill-stone rubbed off
in grinding, or to what adheres to the corn itself in
being thrashed upon the common ground ; for there
are no thrashing-floors in this country. I shall not
take notice of the vegetables of Nice. In the winter
we have green peas, asparagus, artichokes, cauli-
flower, beans, French beans, celery, and endive

;

cabbage, coleworts, radishes, turnips, carrots, bet-
teraves, sorrel, lettuce, onions, garlic, and chalot.
We have potatoes from the mountains, mushrooms,
champignons, and truflies. Piedmont affords white
truffles, counted the most delicious in the world

;

they sell for about three livres the pound. The
fruits of this season are pickled olives, oranges,
lemons, citrons, citronelles, dried figs, grapes, apples^
pears, almonds, chesnuts, walnuts, filberts, medlars'
pomegranates, and a fruit called azerolles, about the
size of a nutmeg, of an oblong shape, red colour,
and agreeble acid taste. I might likewise add the
cherry of the laurus cerasus, which is sold in the
market

; very beautiful to the eye, but insipid to the
palate. In summer we have all* those vegetables in
perfection. There is also a kind of small courge,
or gourd, ofwhich the people of the country make
a very savoury ragout, with the help of eggs, cheese,
and fresh anchovies. Another is made of the ba-
denjean, which the Spaniards call berengena ; it is
much eaten in Spain and the Levant, as well as by
the Moors in Barbary. It is about the size and
shape of a hen's egg, enclosed in a cup like an acorn

;

when ripe, of a faint purple colour. It grows on a
stalk about a foot high, with long spines or prickles.
The people here have different ways of slicing
and dressing it, by broiling, boiling, "and stewing
with other ingredients. But it is at best an insipui
dish. There are some caper bushes in this neigh-
bourhood, which grow wild in holes of garden
walls, and require no sort of cultivation. In one or
two gardens, there are palm trees ; but the dates
never ripen. In my register of the weather, I have
marked the seasons of the principal fruits in this
country. In May we have strawberries, which
continue in season two or three months. These are
of the wood kind

; very grateful, and of a good
flavour; but the scarlets and hautboys are not
known at Nice. In the beginning of June, and
even sooner, the cherries begin to be ripe. They
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are a kind of bleeding hearts ;
large, fleshy, and

high flavoured, though rather too luscious. I have

likewise seen a few of those we call Kentish cher-

ries, which are much more cool, acid, and agreeable,

especially in this hot climate. The cherries are

succeeded by the apricots and peaches, vhich are

all standards, and of consequence better flavoured

that what we call wall-fruit. The trees, as well as

almonds, grow and bear without care and cultiva-

tion, and may be seen in the open fields about Nice.

But without proper culture the fruit degenerates.

The best peaches I have seen at Nice are the

almberges, of a yellow hue, and oblong shape, about

the size of a small lemon. Their consistence is

much more solid than that of our English peaches,

and their taste more delicious. Several trees of

this kind I have in my own garden. Here is like-

wise plenty of other sorts ; but no nectarines. We
have little choice of plums. Neither do I admire

the pears or apples of this country. But the most
agreeable apples I ever tasted come from Final, and
are called pomi carli. The greatest fault I find

with most fruits in this climate is, that they are too

sweet and luscious, and want that agreeable acid

which is so cooling, and so grateful in a hot country.

This, too, is the case with our grapes, of which
there is great plenty and variety, plump and juicy,

and large as plums. Nature, however, has not

neglected to provide other agreeable vegetable juices

to cool the human body. During the whole summer
we have plenty of musk melons. I can buy one as

large as my head for the value of an English penny.

But one of the best and largest, weighing ten or

twelve pounds, I can have for twelve sols, or about

eightpence sterling. From Antibes and Sardinia,

we have another fruit called a water-melon, which
is well known in Jamaica, and some of our other

colonies. Those from Antibes are about the size

of an ordinary bomb-shell ; but the Sardinian and
Jamaica water-melons are four times as large. The
skin is green, smooth, and thin. The inside is a

purple pulp, studded with broad, flat, black seeds,

and impregnated with a juice the most cool, delicate,

and refreshing, that can well be conceived. One
would imagine the pulp itself dissolved in the

stomach ; for you may eat of it until you are filled

up to the tongue, without feeling the least incon-

venience. It is so friendly to the constitution, that,

in ardent inflammatory fevers, it is drank as the

best emulsion. At Genoa, Florence, and Rome, it

is sold in the streets, ready cut in slices ; and the

porters, sweating under their burdens, buy and eat

them as they pass. A porter of London quenches

his thirst with a draught of strong beer. A porter

of Rome, or Naples, refreshes himself with a slice

of water-melon, or a glass of iced-water. The one

costs three halfpence ; the last, half a farthing—
which of them is most effectual? I am sure the

men are equally pleased. It is commonly remarked

that beer strengthens as well as refreshes. But the

porters of Constantinople, who never drink any
thing stronger than water, and eat very little animal

food, will lift and carry heavier burdens than any

other porters in the known world. If we may be-

lieve the most respectable travellers, a Turk will

carry a load of seven hundred weight, which is

more, I believe, than any English porter ever at-

tempted to raise.

Among the refreshments of these warm countries,

I ought not to forget mentioning the sorbettes,

which are sold in coffeehouses and places of public

resort. They are iced froth, made with juice of

oranges, apricots, or peaches ;
very agreeable to

the palate, and so extremely cold, that I was afraid

to swallow them in this hot country, until I found

from information and experience, that they may be

taken in moderation without any bad consequence.

Another considerable article in housekeeping is

wine, which we have here good and reasonable.

The wine of Tavelle in Languedoc is very near as

good as Burgundy, and may be had at Nice at the

rate of sixpence a bottle. The sweet wine of St.

Laurent, counted equal to that of Frontignan, costs

about eightpence or ninepence a quart. Pretty good
Malaga may be had for half the money. Those
who make their own wine choose the grapes from
different vineyards, and have them picked, pressed,

and fermented at home. That which is made by
the peasants, both red and white, is generally

genuine ; but the wine merchants of Nice brew and
balderdash, and even mix it with pigeon's dung
and quicklime. It cannot be supposed, that a
stranger and sojourner should buy his own grapes,

and make his own provision of wine ; but he may
buy it, by recommendation from the peasants, for

about eighteen or twenty livres the charge, con-

sisting of eleven rup five pounds ; in other words,

of two hundred and eighty pounds of this country,

so as to bring it for something less than threepence

a quart. The Nice wine, when mixed with water,

makes an agreeable beverage. There is an inferior

sort for servants, drank by the common people,

which in the caberet does not cost above a penny a

bottle. The people here are not so nice as the

English, in the management of their wine. It is

kept in flacons, or large flasks, without corks, hav-

ing a little oil at top. It is not deemed the worse

for having been opened a day or two before ; and
they expose it to the hot sun, and all kinds of

weather, without hesitation. Certain it is, this

treatment has little or no effect upon its taste, flavour,

and transparency.

The brandy of Nice is very indifferent ; and the

liqueurs are so sweetened with coarse sugar, that

they scarce retain the taste or flavour of any other

ingredient.

The last article of domestic economy which I

shall mention, is fuel, or wood for firing, which I

buy for eleven sols, a little more than sixpence-

halfpenny a quintal, consisting of one hundred and
fifty pound, Nice weight. The best, which is of oak,

comes from Sardinia. The common sort is olive,

which being cut with the sap in it, ought to be laid

in during the summer ; otherwise it will make a
very uncomfortable fire. In my kitchen and two
chambers, I burned fifteen thousand weight of wood
in four weeks, exclusive of charcoal for the kitchen

stoves, and of pine tops for lighting the fires.

These last are as large as pine-apples, which they
greatly resemble in shape, and to which, indeed,

they give their name ; and being full of turpentine,

make a wonderful blaze. For the same purpose,

the people of these countries use the sarments, or

cuttings of the vines, which they sell made up in

small fascines. This great consumption of wood is

owing to the large fires used in roasting pieces of

beef and joints in the English manner. The roasts

of this country seldom exceed two or three pounds
of meat ; and their other plats are made over stove

holes. But it is now high time to conduct you
from the kitchen, where you have been too long
detamed by your humble servant.
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P.S. I have mentioned the prices of almost all

the articles m housekeeping, as they are paid by the
English

; but, exclusive of butcher's meat, I am
certain the natives do not pay so much by thirty
per cent. Their imposition on us is not only a
proof of their own villany and hatred, but a
scandal on their government, which ought to in-
terfere in favour of the subjects of a nation to
which they are so much bound in point of policy
as well as gratitude.

LETTER THE TWENTIETH.
Nice, October 22, 1764.

Sih,—As I have nothing else to do, but to satisfy
my own curiosity, and that of my friends, I obey
your injunctions with pleasure

; though not without
some apprehension that my inquiries will afford
you very little entertainment. The place where I
am is of very little importance or consequence as a
state or community; neither is there any thing
curious or interesting in the character or economy
of its inhabitants.

There are some few merchants in Nice said to
he m good circumstances. I know one of them
who deals to a considerable extent, and goes twice
a-year to London to attend the sales of the East
India Company. He buys up a very large quantity
ofmuslins and other India goods, and freights a ship
in the river to transport them to Villa Franca.
Some of these are sent to Switzerland

;
but, I believe,

the greater part is smuggled into France by virtue
of counterfeit stamps, which are here used without
any ceremony. Indeed, the chief commerce of
this place is a contraband traffic carried on to the
disadvantage of France; and I am told that the
farmers of the Levant Company in that kingdom
find their account in conniving at it. Certain it is,

a great quantity of merchandise is brought hither
every week by mules from Turin and other parts
in Piedmont, and afterwards conveyed to the other
side of the Var either by land or water. The mules
of Piedmont are exceeding strong and hardy. One
of them will carry a burden of near six hundred
weight. They are easily nourished, and require
no other respite from their labour but the night's
repose. They are the only carriage that can be
used m crossing the mountains, being very sure-
footed

; and it is observed, that in choosing their
steps they always march upon the brink of the
precipice. You must let them take their own way,
otherwise you will be in danger of losing your life •

for they are obstinate even to desperation. It is
very dangerous to meet those animals on horseback.
They have such an aversion to horses, that they will
attack them with incredible fury, so as even to tear
them and their riders in pieces ; and the best me-
thod for avoiding this fate is to clap spurs to your
beast, and seek your safety in flight. I have been
more than once obliged to fly before them. They
always give you warning, by raising a hideous
braying as soon as they perceive the horse at a
distance. The mules of Provence are not so mis-
chievous, because they are more used to the sight
and society of horses ; but those of Piedmont are
by tar the largest and the strongest I have seen.
home very feasible schemes for improving the

commerce of Nice have been presented to the mi-
nistry of Turin

; but hitherto without success. The
thl

Shsh ™?°rt annual'y between two and three
thousand bales ofraw silk, the growth ofPiedmont

;

and this is embarked either at Genoa or Leghorn.
"\Ve likewise take a considerable quantity offruit and
oil at Oneglia, St. Remo, and other places in this
neighbourhood. All these commodities might be
embarked at a smaller expense at Nice, which is a
free port, where no duties are paid by the exporter.
Besides, the county of Nice itself produces a con-
siderable quantity of hemp, oranges, lemons, and
very good oil and anchovies, with some silk and
wine, which last is better than that of Languedoc,
and far excels the port drank in England. This
wine is of a strong body, a good flavour, keeps
very well, and improves by sea-carriage. Iam
told that some of the wine merchants here trans-
port French wine from Languedoc and Provence,
and enter it in England as the produce of Nice or
Italy. If the merchants of Nice would establish
magazines of raw silk, oil, wine, &c. at Nice, and
their correspondents at London send hither ships
at stated periods, laden with India goods, hard-
ware, and other manufactures of England, which
would find a vent in this country, in Piedmont, Savoy,
Switzerland, and Provence, then the commerce of
this town would flourish, more especially if the kino-
would lay out the necessary expense for rendering
the harbour more commodious and secure. But
this is not a matter of very great consequence, as
there is an excellent harbour at Ville Franche,
which is not more than a mile and a half from that
of Nice. But the great objection to the improve-
ment of commerce at Nice, is the want of money,
industry, and character. The natives themselves
are m general such dirty knaves, that no foreigners
will trust them in the way of trade. They have
been known to fill their oil casks half full of water,
and their anchovy-barrels with stinking heads of
that fish, in order to cheat their correspondents.
The shopkeepers of this place are generallv poor,

greedy, and over-reaching. Many of them are
bankrupts of Marseilles, Genoa, and other countries,
who have fled from their creditors to Nice ; which
being a free port, affords an asylum to foreign
cheats and sharpers of every denomination. Here
is likewise a pretty considerable number of Jews,
who live together in a street appropriated for their
use, which is shut up every night. They act as
brokers

; but are generally poor, and deal in frip-
pery, remnants, old clothes, and old household fur-
niture. There is another branch of traific engrossed
by the monks. Some convei.ts have such a num-
ber of masses bequeathed to them, that they find it

impossible to execute the will of the donors. In
this case they agree by the lump with the friars of
poorer convents, who say the masses for less money
than has been allowed "by the defunct, and their
employers pocket the difference. For example, my
grandfather bequeaths a sum of money to a certain
convent, to have such a number of masses said for
the repose of his soul, at the price of ten sols each,
and this convent not having time to perform them,
bargains with the friars of another to say them for
six sols a-piece, so that they gain four sols upon
every mass ; for it matters not to the soul of the
deceased where they are said, so they be properly
authenticated. A poor gentleman of Nice, who
piques himself much on the noble blood that runs
in his veins, though he has not a pair of whole
breeches to wear, complained to me that his great-
grandmother had founded a perpetual mass for the
repose of her own soul, at the rate of fifteen sols,

(ninepence English) a day ; which indeed was all
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that now remained of the family estate. He said,

•what made the hardship the greater on him. she had
been dead above fifty years, and in all probability

her soul had got out of purgatory long ago ; there-

fore the continuance of the mass was an unneces-
sary expense. I told him, I thought, in such a case,

the defunct should appear before the civil magis-
trate, and make affidavit of her being at peace, for

the advantage of the family. He mused a little,

and shrugging up his shoulders, replied, that where
the interest of the church was at stake, he did not
believe a spirit's declaration would be held legal

evidence. In some parts of France, the cure of the
parish, on All Souls' day, which is called le jour
dcs marts, says a libera domine for two sols, at

every grave in the burying-ground, for the release
of the soul whose body is there interred.

The artizans of Nice are very lazy and very
needy, very awkward, and void of all ingenuity.
The price of their labour is very near as high as at

London or Paris. Rather than work for moderate
profit, arising from constant employment, which
would comfortably maintain them and their families,

they choose to starve at home, to lounge about the
ramparts, bask themselves in the sun, or play at
bowls in the streets from morning till night.

The lowest class of people consists of fishermen,
day-labourers, porters, and peasants. These last

are distributed chiefly in the small cassines in the
neighbourhood of the city, and are said to amount
to twelve thousand. They are employed in labour-
ing the ground, and have all the outward signs of
extreme misery. They are all diminutive, meagre,
withered, dirty, and half naked ; in their complex-
ions, not barely swarthy, but as black as Moors ; and
I believe in my conscience many of them are de-

scendants of that people. They are very hard
favoured ; and their women in general have the
coarsest features I have ever seen. It must be
owned, however, they have the finest teeth in the
world. The nourishment of those poor creatures
consists of the refuse of the garden, very coarse
bread, a kind of meal called polenta, made of Indian
corn, which is very nourishing and agreeable, and
a little oil. But even in these particulars they
seem to be stinted to very scanty meals. I have
known a peasant feed his family with the skins of
boiled beans. Their hogs are much better fed than
their children. 'Tis pity they have no cows,
which would yield milk, butter, and cheese, for the
sustenance of their families. With all this wretched-
ness, one of these peasants will not work in your
garden for less that eighteen sols, about eleven-
pence sterling per diem ; and then he does not half
the work of an English labourer. If there is fruit
in it, or any thing he can convey, he will infallibly
steal it, if you do not keep a very watchful eye
over him. All the common people are thieves and
beggars

; and I believe this is always the case with
people who are extremely indigent and miserable.
In other respects, they are seldom guilty of ex-
cesses. They are remarkably respectful and sub-
missive to their superiors. The populace of Nice
are very quiet and orderly. They are little ad-
dicted to drunkenness. I have never heard of one
riot since I lived among them ; and murder and
robbery are altogether unknown. A man mav
walk alone over the county of Nice, at midnight,
without danger of insult. The police is very well
regulated. No man is permitted to wear a pistol
or dagger, on pain of being sent to the galleys. I

am informed, that both murder and robbery are
very frequent in some parts of Piedmont, Even
here, when the peasants quarrel in their cups,
(which very seldom happens,) they draw their

knives, and the one infallibly stabs the other. To
such extremities, however, they never proceed,
except when there is a woman in the case ; and
mutual jealousy cooperates with the liquor they
have drank to inflame their passions. In Nice,
the common people retire to their lodgings at eight
o'clock m winter, and nine in summer. Every
person found in the streets after these hours is ap-
prehended by the patrole

; and, if he cannot give
a good account of himself, sent to prison. At nine
in winter and ten in summer, there is a curfew-bell
rung, warning the people to put out their lights, and
go to bed. This is a very necessary precaution
in towns subject to conflagrations ; but of small use
in Nice, where there is very little combustible in
the houses.

The punishments inflicted upon malefactors and
delinquents at Nice, are, hanging for capital crimes

;

slavery on board the galleys for a limited term, or
for life, according to the nature of the transgression

;

flagellation, and the strappado. This last is per-
formed by hoisting up the criminal by his hands
tied behind his back, on a pulley, about two stories

high ; from whence the rope being suddenly slack-
ened, he falls to within a yard or two of the ground,
where he is stopped with a violent shock, arising
from the weight of his body, and the velocity of his

descent, which generally dislocates his shoulders,
with incredible pain. This dreadful execution is

sometimes repeated in a few minutes on the same
delinquent ; so that the very ligaments are torn
from his joints, and his arms are rendered useless
for life.

The poverty of the people in this country, as
well as in the south of France, may be conjectured
from the appearance of their domestic animals.
The draught horses, mules, and asses, of the pea-
sants, are so meagre, as to excite compassion. There
is not a dog to be seen in tolerable case ; and the
cats are so many emblems of famine, frightfully
thin, and dangerously rapacious. I wonder the
dogs and they do not devour young children. An-
other proof of that indigence which reigns among
the common people, is this ;—you may pass through
the whole south of France, as well as the county of
Nice, where there is no want of groves, woods, and
plantations, without hearing the song of blackbird,
thrush, linnet, goldfinch, or any other bird what-
soever. All is silent and solitary. The poor birds
are destroyed, or driven for refuge into other coun-
tries, by the savage persecution of the people-, who
spare no pains to kill and catch them for their own
subsistence. Scarce a sparrow, red-breast, torn-tit,

or wren, can escape the guns and snares of those
indefatigable fowlers. Even the noblesse make
parties to go a la chasse ; that is, to kill those little

birds, which they eat as gibier.

The great poverty of the people here, is owing to
their religion. Half of their time is lost in observ-
ing the great number of festivals ; and half of their
substance is given to mendicant friars and parish
priests. But if the church occasions their indi-
gence, it likewise, in some measure, alleviates the
horrors of it, by amusing them with shows, pro-
cessions, and even those very feasts which afford
a recess from labour in a country where the climate
disposes them to idleness. If the peasants in the

3 B
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neighbourhood of any chapel, dedicated to a saint
whose day is to be celebrated, have a mind to make
a festin, in other -words, a fair, they apply to the
commandant of Nice for a license, which costs them
about a French crown. This being obtained, they
assemble after serv ice, men and women, in their best
apparel, and dance to the music of fiddles, and pipe
and tabor, or rather, pipe and drum. There are
hucksters' stands, with pedlary-ware and knick-
knacks for presents ; cakes and' bread, liqueurs and
wine; and thither generally resort all the company
of Nice. I have seen our whole noblesse at one of
these festins, kept on the highway in summer,
mingled with an immense crowd of peasants, mules,
and asses, covered with dust, and sweating at everv
pore with the excessive heat of the weather. I
should be much puzzled to tell whence their enjoy-
ment arises on such occasions , or to explain their
motives for going thither, unless they are prescribed
it for penance, as a foretaste to purgatory.
Now I am speaking of religious institutions, I

cannot help observing, that the ancient Romans
were still more superstitious than the modern Ita-
lians : and that the number of their religious feasts,
sacrifices, fasts, and holidays, was even greater than
those of the Christian church of Rome. They had
their festi and profesti; their /erics stativa>, and con-
ceptivce, their fixed and moveable feasts; their
escuriales, or fasting days, and their precidanece, or
vigils. The agonales were celebrated in January

;

the carmentales, in January and February ; the /«-
percales and matronales, in March ; the floralia, in
May

; the saturnalia, rohigalia, venalia, vertumnalia,
fornacalia, palila, and laralia. They had their
latinct, their paganales, their sementihce, their com-
pitales, and their imperative ; such as the novemdalia,
instituted by the senate, on account of a supposed
shower of stones. Besides, every private family
had a number of ferice, kept either by way of re-
joicing for some' benefit, or mourning for some
calamity. Every time it thundered, the day was kept
holy. Every ninth day was a holiday, thence called
nundina, quasi, novendince. There was the dies
denominalis, which was the fourth of the kalends,
nones, and ides of every month, over and above the
anniversary of every great defeat which the re-
public had sustained, particularly the dies alliensis,

or fifteenth of the kalends of December, on which
the Romans were totally defeated by the Gauls and
Veientes

; as Lucan says

—

et damnata diu Homanis
alha fastis. The vast variety of their deities, said
to amount to thirty thousand, with their respective
rights of adoration, could not fail to introduce such
a number of ceremonies, shows, sacrifices, lustra-
tions, and public processions, as must have em-
ployed the people almost constantly from one end
of the year to the other. This continual dissipation
must have been a great enemy to industry ; and
the people must have been idle and effeminate. I
think it would be no difficult matter to prove, that
there is very little difference, in point of character,
between the ancient and modern inhabitants of
Rome

; and that the great figure which this empire
made of old, was not so much owing to the intrinsic
virtue of its citizens, as to the barbarism, ignorance,
and imbecility of the nations they subdued. In-
stances of public and private virtue I find as fre-
quent and as striking in the history of other nations,
as in the annals of ancient Rome ; and now that
the kingdoms and states of Europe are pretty equally
enlightened, and balanced in the scale of political

power, I am of opinion, that if the most fortunate
generals of the Roman commonwealth were again
placed at the head of the very armies they once
commanded, instead of extending their conquests
over all Europe and Asia, they would hardly be
able to subdue and retain under their dominion all
the petty republics that subsist in Italy.
But I am tired with writing; and I believe you

will be tired with reading this long letter, notwith-
standing all your prepossession in favour of—

Your very humble servant.

LETTER THE TWENTY-FIRST.

Nice, Nov. 10, 1764.

Dear Doctor,—In my inquiries about the reve-
nues of Nice, I am obliged to trust to the informa-
tion of the inhabitants, who are much given to
exaggerate. They tell me, the revenues of this
town amount to one hundred thousand livres, or
five thousand pounds sterling ; of which I would
strike off at least one-fourth, as an addition of their
own vanity. Perhaps, if we deduct a third, it will
be nearer the truth. For I cannot find out any
other funds they have, but the butchery and the
bakery, which they farm at so much a year to the
best bidder ; and the droits d'entree, or duties upon
provision brought into the city ; hut these are very
small. The king is said to draw from Nice one
hundred thousand livres annually, arising from a
free gift, amounting to seven hundred pounds ster-
ling, in lieu of the taille, from which this town and
country are exempted ; an inconsiderable duty upon
wine sold in public-houses ; and the droits du port.
These last consist of anchorage, paid by all vessels
in proportion to their tonnage, when they enter the
harbour of Nice and Villa Franca. Besides, all
foreign vessels, under a certain stipulated burden,
that pass between the island of Sardinia and this
coast, are obliged, in going to the eastward, to enter
and pay a certain regulated imposition, on pain of
being taken and made prize. The Prince of Mo-
naco exacts a talliage of the same kind ; and both
he and the King cf Sardinia maintain armed cruisers
to assert this prerogative ; from which, however,
the English and French are exempted by treaty, in
consequence of having paid a sum ofmoney at once.
In all probability, it was originally given as a con-
sideration for maintaining lights on the shore, for
the benefit of navigators, like the toll paid for
passing the Sound in the Baltic. The fanaL or
lantern, to the eastward of Villa Franca, is kept in
good repair, and still lighted in the winter. The toll,

however, is a very troublesome tax upon feluccas,
and other small craft, which are greatly retarded in
their voyages, and often lose the benefit of a fair
wind, by being obliged to run on shore,and enter those
harbours. The tobacco, which is mostly from the
Levant, the king manufactures at his own expense,
and sells for his own profit, at a very high price ;

and every person convicted of selling this com-
modity in secret is sent to the galleys for life. The
salt comes chiefly from Sardinia, and is stored up in
the king's magazine ; from whence it is exported to

Piedmont, and other parts of his inland dominions.
And here it may not be amiss to observe, that

Sardinia produces very good horses, well shaped,
though small; strong, hardy, full of mettle, and
easily fed. The whole county of Nice is said to
yield the king half a million of livres, about twenty-
five thousand pounds sterling, arising from a small
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donative made by every town and village ; for the

lands pay no tax, or imposition, but the tithes to

the church. His revenue then flows from the

gabelle on salt and wine, and these free gifts ; so

that we may strike off one-fifth of the sum at which
the whole is estimated ; and conclude, that the king

draws from the county of Nice, about four hundred
thousand livres, or twenty thousand pounds sterling.

That his revenues from Nice are not great, appears

from the smallness of the appointment allowed to

his officers. The president has about three hundred
pounds per annum ; and the intendant about two.

The pay of the commandant does not exceed three

hundred and fifty pounds ; but he has certain pri-

vileges called the tour du baton, some of which a
man of spirit would not insist upon. He who com-
mands at present, having no estate of his own,
enjoys a small commandery, which being added to

his appointments at Nice, make the whole amount
to about five hundred pounds sterling-

If we may believe the politicians of Nice, the

king of Sardinia's whole revenue does not fall short

of twenty millions of Piedmontese livres, being

about one million of our money. It must be owned
that there is no country in Christendom less taxed
than that of Nice ; and as the soil produces the

necessaries of life, the inhabitants, with a little

industry, might renew the golden age in this happy
climate, among their groves, woods, and mountains,

beautified with fountains, brooks, rivers, torrents,

and cascades. In the midst of these pastoral ad-

vantages, the peasants are poor and miserable.

They have no stock to begin the world with. They
have no leases of the lands they cultivate; but
entirely depend from year to year on the pleasure

of the arbitrary landholder, who may turn them
out at a minute's warning ; and they are oppressed

by the mendicant friars, and parish priests, who
rob them of the best fruits of their labour. After

all, the ground is too scanty for the number of

families which are crowded on it.

You desire to know the state of the arts and
sciences at Nice, which indeed is almost a total blank.

I know not what men of talents this place may have
formerly produced ; but, at present, it seems to be
consecrated to the reign of dulness and superstition.

It is very surprising to see a people established

between two enlightened nations, so devoid of taste

and literature. Here are no tolerable pictures,

busts, statues, nor edifices. The very ornaments of

the churches are wretchedly conceived, and worse
executed. They have no public nor private libra-

ries that afford any thing worth perusing. There
is not even a bookseller in Nice. Though they

value themselves upon their being natives of Italy,

they are unacquainted with music. The few that

play upon instruments attend only to the execution.

They have no genius nor taste, nor any know-
ledge of harmony and composition. Among the

French, a Nissard piques himselfon being Provencal

;

but in Florence, Milan, or Rome, he claims the

honour of being born a native of Italy. The
people of condition here speak both languages

equally well, or rather equally ill ; for they use a

low uncouth phraseology, and their pronunciation

is extremely vicious. Their vernacular tongue is

what they call Patois; though, in so calling it, they

do it injustice.

—

Patois, from the Latin word patavi-

nitas, means no more than a provincial accent or

dialect. It takes its name from Patavium, or Padua,
which was the birthplace of Livy, who, with all

his merit as a writer, has admitted into his history

some provincial expressions of his own country.

The Patois, or native tongue of Nice, is no other

than the ancient Provencal, from which the Italian,

Spanish, and French languages have been formed.

This is the language that rose upon the ruins of the

Latin tongue, after the irruptions of the Goths,

Vandals, Huns, and Burgundians, by whom the

Roman empire was destroyed. It was spoken all

over Italy, Spain, and the southern parts of France,

until the thirteenth century, when the Italians

began to polish it into the language which they now
call their own. The Spaniards and French likewise

improved it into their respective tongues. From
its great affinity to the Latin, it was called Romuiice,

a name which the Spaniards still give to their own
language. As the first legends of knight-errantry
were written in Provencal, all subsequent per-

formances of the same kind have derived from it

the name of romance; and, as those annals of chi-

valry contained extravagant adventures of knights,

giants, and necromancers, every improbable story

or fiction is to this day called a romance. Mr.
Walpole, in his Catalogue of Royal and Noble
Authors, has produced two sonnets in the ancient

Provencal, written by our King Richard I. sur-

named Ca?ur de Lion ; and Voltaire, in his Historical

Tracts, has favoured the world with some specimens
of the same language. The Patois of Nice must,
without doubt, have undergone changes and cor-

ruptions in the course of so many ages, especially

as no pains have been taken to preserve its original

purity, either in orthography or pronunciation. It

is neglected as the language of the vulgar ; and
scarce anybody here knows either its origin or
constitution. I have, in vain, endeavoured to pro-

cure some pieces in the ancient Provencal, that I

might compare them with the modern Patois : but
I can find no person to give me the least information
on the subject. The shades of ignorance, sloth, and
stupidity, are impenetrable. Almost every word of

the Patois may still be found in the Italian, Spanish,
and French languages, with a small change in the

pronunciation. Cavallo, signifying a horse in Italian

and Spanish, is called cavao ; maisvn, the French
word for a house, is changed into maion; agua, which
means water in Spanish, the Nissards call daigua.

To express, what a stop is here! they say, acco fa-

lac aqui, which is a sentence composed of two
Italian words, one French, and one Spanish. This is

nearly the proportion in which these three languages
will be found mingled in the Patois of Nice ;

which,
with some variation, extends over all Provence,
Langnedoc, and Gascony. I will now treat you
with two or three stanzas of a canzon, or hymn, in

this language, to the Virgin Mary, which was lately

printed at Nice.

Vierge, maire deDieu,
Nuostro buono avocado,
Embel car uvostte fieu,

En Fenestro* adourado,
Jeu vous saludi,

E demandi en socours
;

E senso autre preludi,

Canti lous uvostre honours.

Qu" ario de Paradis !

Que maesta divino

!

Salamon es d'advis,

Giugiar de uvostro mino
;

Virgin, mother of God,
Our good advocate,

With your dear son,

In Fenestro adored,
I salute you,
And ask his assistance

;

And without further prelude,
I sing your honours.

What air of Paradise !

What majesty divine

!

Solomon is of opinion,

To judge of your appearance

;

* Fenestro is the name of a place in this neighbourhood,
where there is a supposed miraculous sanctuary or chapel of
the Virgin Mary.
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Vous dis plus bello :

K lou dis ben soven
De toutoi lei femello,
E non s'engano ren.

Qu' ario de Paradis !

Que maesta divino !

La bellezzo eblovis;
La bonta l'ueigl raffino.

Sias couronado

:
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Says you are the fairest

;

And it is often said
Of all females,
And we are not at all deceived.

What air of Paradise !

What majesty divine !

The beauty dazzles
;

The goodness purifies the eye :

You are crowned :

Tenes lou monde en man : You hold the wor'd in your
Sus del trono assettado, Seated on the throne, [hand •

Riges lou uvostre enfan. You support your child.

You see I have not chosen this canzon for the
beauty and elegance of thought and expression

;

but give it you as the only printed specimen I could
find of the modern Provencal. It' you have any
curiosity to be further acquainted with the Patois,
I will endeavour to procure you satisfaction. Mean-
while, I am, in plain English, dear sir,

Ever yours.

LETTER THE TWENTY-SECOND.
Nice, Nov. 10, 1764.

Dear Sir,—I had once thoughts of writing a
complete natural history of this town and county;
but I found myself altogether unequal to the task.
I have neither health, strength, nor opportunity, to
make proper collections of the mineral, vegetable,
and animal productions. I am not much con-
versant with these branches of natural philosophy.
I have no books to direct my inquiries. I can find
no person capable of giving me the least informa-
tion or assistance ; and I am strangely puzzled by
the barbarous names they give to many different
species, the descriptions of which I have read
under other appellations; and which, as I have
never seen them before, I cannot pretend to distin-
guish by the eye. You must, therefore, be con-
tented with such imperfect intelliaence as my
opportunities can afford.

The useful arts practised at Nice are these

—

gardening and agriculture, with their consequences,
the making of wine, oil, and cordage ; the rearing
of silk worms, with the subsequent management
and manufacture of that production ; and the fish-
ing, which I have already described.

Nothing can be more unpromising than the
natural soil of this territory, except in a very few
narrow bottoms, where there is a stiff clay, which,
when carefully watered, yields tolerable pasturage.
In every other part, the soil consists of a light
sand mingled with pebbles, which serves well
enough for the culture of vines and olives ; but
the ground laid out for the kitchen herbs, as well
as for other fruit, must be manured with great care
and attention. They have no black cattle to afford
such compost as our farmers use in England. The
dung of mules and asses, which are their only beasts
of burden, is of very little value for this purpose

;

and the natural sterility of their ground requires
something highly impregnated with nitre and vo-
latile salts. They have recourse, therefore, to
pigeon's dung and ordure, which fully answer their
expectations. Every peasant opens, at one corner
of his wall, a public house of office for the recep-
tion of passengers

; and, in the town of Nice, every
tenement is provided with one of these receptacles,
the contents of which are carefully preserved for
sale. The peasant comes with his asses and casks
to carry it off before day, and pays for it accord-
ing to its quality, which he examines and inves-
tigates by the taste and flavour. The jakes of a
i rotestant family, who eat gras every day, bears a

much higher price than the privy of a good Ca-
tholic, who lives maigre one half of the year. The
vaults belonging to the convent of Minims are not
worth emptying.
The ground here is not delved with spades as

in England, but laboured with a broad sharp hoe,
with a short horizontal handle ; and the climate is
so hot and dry in the summer, that the plants must
be watered every morning and evening, especially
where it is not shaded by trees. It is surprising to
see how the productions of the earth are crowded
together. One would imagine they would rob one
another of nourishment ; and moreover be stifled
for want of air; and, doubtless, this is the case.
Olive, and other fruit trees, are planted in rows,
very close to each other. These are connected by
vines, and the interstices between the rows are
filled with corn. The gardens that supply the
town with salad and pot-herbs lie all on the side of
Provence by the highway. They are surrounded
with high stone walls or ditches, planted with a
kind of cane or large reed, which answers many
purposes in this country.—The leaves of it afford
sustenance to the asses, and the canes not only
serve as fences to the enclosures, but are used to
prop the vines and peas. They are formed into
arbours, and wore as walking-staves. All these
gardens are watered by little rills that come from
the mountains, particularly by the small branches
of the two sources which I have described in a
former letter, as issuing from the two sides of a
mountain, under the names of Fontaine de Mau-
radle and Fontaine du Temple.

In the neighbourhood of Nice, they raise a con-
siderable quantity of hemp, the largest and
strongest I ever saw. Part of this, when dressed,
is exported to other countries ; and part is manu-
factured into cordage. However profitable it may
be to the grower, it is certainly a great nuisance
in the summer. ^Vhen taken out of the pits where
it has been put to rot, the stench it raises is quite
insupportable, and must undoubtedly be unwhole-
some.

There is such a want of land in this neighbour-
hood, that terraces are built over one another with
loose stones on the faces of bare rocks, and these
being covered with earth, and manured, are planted
with olives, vines, and corn. The same shift was
practised all over Palestine, which was rocky and
barren, and much more populous than the county
of Nice.

Notwithstanding the small extent of this terri-
tory, there are some pleasant meadows in the skirts
of Nice, that produce excellent clover ; and the
corn which is sown in open fields, where it has the
full benefit of the soil, sun, and air, grows to a
surprising height. I have seen rye seven or eight
feet high. All vegetables have a wonderful growth
in this climate. Besides wheat, rye, barley, and
oats, this country produces a good deal of Meliga,
or Turkish wheat, which is what we call Indian
corn. I have, in a former letter, observed, that
the meal of this grain goes by the name of Polenta,
and makes excellent hasty pudding, being very
nourishing, and counted an admirable pectoral.
The pods and stalks are used for fuel; and the
leaves are much preferable to common straw tor
making paillasses.

The peas and beans in the garden appear in the
winter like beautiful plantations of young trees in
blossom, and perfume the air. Myrtle, sweetbriar,
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sweetmarjoram, sage, thyme, lavender, rosemary,
with many other aromatic herhs and flowers, which
with us require the most careful cultivation, are

here found wild in the mountains.

It is not many years since the Nissards learned

the culture of silk-worms of their neighbours
the Fiedmontese ; and hitherto the progress they

have made is not very considerable. The whole
county of Nice produces about one hundred and
thirty-three bales of three hundred pounds each,

amounting in value to four hundred thousand livres.

In the beginning of April, when the mulberry
leaves begin to put forth, the eggs or grains that

produce the silk-worm are hatched. The grains

are washed in wine, and those that swim on the top

are thrown away as good for nothing. The rest

being deposited in small bags of linen, are worn
by women in their bosoms, until the worms begin
to appear. Then they are placed in shallow wooden
boxes, covered with a piece of white paper, cut

into little holes, through which the worms ascend
as they are hatched, to feed on the young mulberry
leaves, of which there is a layer above the paper.

These boxes are kept for warmth between two
mattresses, and visited every day. Fresh leaves are

laid in, and theworms that feed are removed succes-

sively to the other place prepared for their recep-

tion. This is an habitation consisting of two or

three stories, about twenty inches from each other,

raised upon four wooden posts. The floors are

made of canes, and strewed with fresh mulberry
leaves. The corner posts, and other occasional

props, for sustaining the different floors, are covered
with a coat of loose heath, which is twisted round
the wood. The worms when hatched are laid upou
the floors ; and here you may see them all in the

different stages of moulting or casting the slough,

a change which they undergo three times succes-

sively before they begin to work. The silk-worm
is an animal of such acute and delicate sensations,

that too much care cannot be taken to keep its

habitation clean, and to refresh it from time to time
with pure air. I have seen them languish and die

in scores, in consequence of an accidental bad
smell. The soiled leaves and the filth which they
necessarily produce, should be carefully shifted

every day ; and it would not be amiss to purify the
air sometimes with fumes of vinegar, rose, or
orange-flower water. These niceties, however, are

but little observed. They commonly lie in heaps as

thick as shrimps in a plate, some feeding on the

leaves, some new hatched, some entranced in the

agonies of casting their skin, some languishing, and
some actually dead, with a litter of half-eaten faded
leaves about them, in a close room, crowded with
women and children, not at all remarkable for their

cleanliness. I am assured by some persons of
credit, that if they are touched, or even approached,
by a woman in her catamenia, they infallibly ex-
pire. This, however, must be understood of those

females whose skins have naturally a very rank
flavour, which is generally heightened at such
periods. The mulberry leaves used in this country
are of the tree which bears a small white fruit not
larger than a damascene. They are planted on
purpose, and the leaves are sold at so much a
pound. By the middle of June all the mulberry
trees are stripped, but new leaves succeed, and in a

few weeks they are clothed again with fresh verdure.
In about ten days after the last moulting, the silk-

worm climbs upon the props of his house, and

choosing a situation among the heath, begins to spin

in a most curious manner, until he is quite enclosed,

and the cocoon, or pod of silk, about the size of a
pigeon's egg, which he has produced, remains sus-

pended by several filaments. It is not unusual to

see double cocoons, spun by two worms included

under a common cover. There must bean infinite

number of worms to yield any considerable quantity

of silk. One ounce of eggs or grains produces

four rnp, or one hundred Nice pounds of cocoons ;

and one rup, or twenty-five pounds of cocoons, if

they are rich, gives three pounds of raw silk, that

is, twelve pounds of silk are got from one ounce of
grains, which ounce of grains is produced by as

many worms as are enclosed in one pound, or

twelve ounces of cocoons. In preserving the cocoons

for breed, you must choose an equal number of
males and females ; and these are very easily dis-

tinguished by the shape of the cocoons ; that which
contains the male is sharp, and the other obtuse, at

the two ends. In ten or twelve days after the

cocoon is finished, the worm makes its way through
it, in the form of a very ugly, unwieldy, awkward
butterfly, and as the different sexes are placed by
one another on paper or linen, they immediately
engender. The female lays her eggs, which are

carefully preserved, but neither she nor her mate
takes any nourishment, and in eight or ten days
after they quit the cocoons they generally die.

The silk of these cocoons cannot be wound, because
the animals, in piercing through them, have
destroyed the continuity of the filaments. It is,

therefore, first boiled, and then picked and carded
like wool, and being afterwards spun, is used in the

coarser stuffs of the silk manufacture. The other

cocoons, which yield the best silk, are managed in a
different maimer. Before the enclosed worm has
time to penetrate, the silk is reeled off with equal
care and ingenuity. A handful of the cocoons are

thrown into a kettle of boiling water, which not
only kills the animal, but dissolves the glutinous

substance by which the fine filaments of the silk

cohere or stick together, so that they are easily

wound off without breaking. Six or seven of
these small filaments being joined together, are

passed over a kind of twisting iron, and fixed to

the wheel, which one girl turns, while another,

with her hands in the boiling water, disentangles

the threads, joins them when they chance to break,

and supplies fresh cocoons with admirable dexterity

and despatch. There is a manufacture of this kind
just without one of the gates of Nice, where forty

or fifty of these wheels are worked together, and
give employment for some weeks to double the

number of young women. Those who manage the

pods that float in the boiling water must be very
alert, otherwise they will scald their fingers. The
smell that comes from the boiling cocoons is ex-
tremely offensive. Hard by the harbour there is a
very curious mill for twisting the silk, which goes
by water. There is in the town of Nice a well-

regulated hospital for poor orphans of both sexes,

where above one hundred of them are employed
in dressing, dying, spinning, and weaving the silk.

In the villages of Provence, you see the poor
women in the streets spinning raw silk upon dis-

taves ; but here the same instrument is only used
for spinning hemp and flax, which last, however, is

not of the growth of Nice. But, lest I should spin

this letter to a tedious length, I will now wind up
my bottom, and bid you heartily farewell.
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LETTER THE TWENTY-THIRD.

„ Nice, December 19, 1764.
^Sir,—In my last I gave you a succinct account

of the silk-worm, and the management of that
curious insect in this country; I shall now proceed
to describe the methods of making wine and oil.

The vintage begins in September. The grapes
being chosen and carefully picked, are put into a
large vat, where they are pressed by a man's naked
feet, and the juices drawn off by a cock below.
"When no more is procured by this operation the
bruised grapes are put into the press, and yield
still more liquor. The juice obtained by this
double pressure being put in casks, with their bun°5
open, begins to ferment and discharge its impurities
at the openings. The -waste occasioned by this
discharge is constantly supplied with fresh wine, so
that the casks are always iull. The fermentation
continues for twelve, fifteen, or twenty days, ac-
cording to the strength and vigour of the grape.
In about a month the -wine is fit for drinking.
When the grapes are of a bad meagre kind, the
wine dealers mix the juice with pigeon's dung or
quicklime, in order to give it a spirit which nature
has denied

; but this is a very mischievous adul-
teration.

The process for oil-making is equally simple.
The best olives are those that grow wild, but the
quantity of them is very inconsiderable. Olives
begin to ripen and drop in the beginning of No-
vember, but some remain on the trees till February,
and even till April, and these are accounted the
most valuable. When the olives are gathered,
they must be manufactured immediately, before
they fade and grow wrinkled, otherwise they will
produce bad oil. They are first of all ground into
a paste by a millstone set edgeways in a circular
stone trough, and turned by water. This paste
is put into circular cases made of grass woven,
having a round hole at top and bottom ; when
filled, they resemble in shape our Cheshire cheeses.A number of these placed one upon another, are
put in a press, and being squeezed, the oil, with all
its impurities, runs into a receptacle below, fixed in
the ground. From hence it is laded into a wooden
vat, half filled with water. The sordes or dirt
falls to the bottom, the oil swims a- top, and beine
skimmed off, is barrelled up in small oblong casks.
What remains in the vat is thrown into a large
stone cistern with water, and after being often
stirred, and standing twelve or fourteen days, yields
a coarser oil used for lamps and manufactures.
After these processes, they extract an oil still more
coarse and foetid from the refuse of the whole.
Sometimes, in order to make the olives grind the
more easily into a paste, and part with more oil,
they are mixed with a little hot water ; but the oil
thus procured is apt to grow rancid. The very
finest, called virgin oiL is made chiefly of green
olives, and sold at a very high price, because a
great quantity is required to produce a very little oil
Even the stuff that is left after all these operations'
consisting of the dried pulp, is sold for fuel, and
used in brasieres for warming apartments which
have no chimney.

I have now specified all the manufactures of Nice
which are worth mentioning. True it is there is
some coarse paper made in this neighbourhood

;

there are also people here who dress skins and make
leather for the use of the inhabitants

; but this
business is very ill performed. The gloves and

shoes are generally rotten as they come from the
hands of the maker. Carpenters', joiners', and
blacksmiths' work, is very coarsely and clumsily
done. '1 here are no chairs to be had at Nice, but
crazy things made of a few sticks, with rush
bottoms, which are sold for twelve livres a dozen.
Nothing can be more contemptible than the hard-
ware made in this place, such as knives, scissors
and candle-snuffers. All utensils in brass and
copper are very ill made and finished. The silver-
smiths make nothing but spoons, forks, paltry
rings, and crosses for the necks of the women.
The houses are built of a ragged stone dug from

the mountains, and the insterstices are filled with
rubble, so that the walls would appear very ugly,
if they were not covered with plaster, which has a
good effect. They generally consist of three
stones, and are covered with tiles. The apart-
ments of the better sort are large and lofty, the
floors paved with brick, the roof covered with a
thick coat of stucco, and the walls whitewashed.
People of distinction hang their chambers with
damask, striped silk, painted cloths, tapestry, or
printed linen. All the doors, as well as the windows,
consist of folding leaves. As there is no wainscot
in the rooms, which are divided by stone partitions,
and the floors and ceiling are covered with brick
and stucco, fires are of much less dreadful conse-
quences here than in our country. Wainscot
would afford harbour for bugs ; besides, white walls
have a better effect in this hot climate. The beds
commonly used in this place, and all over Italy,
consist of a paillasse, with one or two mattresses,
laid upon planks, supported by two wooden benches.
Instead of curtains, there is a couziniere, or mos-
quito net, made of a kind of gauze, that opens and
contracts occasionally, and encloses the place where
you lie ; persons of condition, however, have also
bedsteads and curtains, but these last are never
used in the summer.

In these countries people of all ranks dine ex-
actly at noon ; and this is the time I seize in win-
ter for making my daily tour of the streets and
ramparts, which, at all other hours of the day, are
crow ded with men, women, children, and beasts of
burden. The rampart is the common road for car-
riages of all kinds. I think there are two private
coaches in Nice, besides that of the commandant.
But there are sedan chairs, which may be had at a
reasonable rate. When I bathed in the summer,
I paid thirty sols, equal to eighteen-pence, for being
carried to and from the bathing place, which was
a mile from my own house. Now I am speaking
of bathing, it may not be amiss to inform you, tha£
though there is a fine open beach, extending seve-
ral miles to the westward of Nice, those who can-
not swim ought to bathe with great precaution, as
the sea is very deep, and the descent very abrupt,
from within a yard or two of the water's edge. The
people here were much surprised when I began to
bathe in the beginning of May. They thought it
very strange that a man, seemingly consumptive,
should plunge into the sea, especially when the
weather was so cold; and some of the doctors
prognosticated immediate death. But when it was
perceived that I grew better in consequence of the
bath, some of the Swiss officers tried the same ex-
periment, and, in a few days, our example was
followed by several inhabitants of Nice. There is,

however, no convenience for this operation, from
the benefit of which the fair sex must be entirely
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excluded, unless they lay aside all regard to deco-

rum ; for the shore is always lined with fishing

boats, and crowded with people. If a lady should

be at the expense of having a tent pitched on the

beach, where she might put on and off her bathing

dress, she could not pretend to go into the sea,

without proper attendants ; nor could she possibly

plunge headlong into the water, which is the most
effectual and least dangerous way of bathing. All
that she can do is, to have the sea-water brought
into her house, and make use of a bathing tub,

which may be made according to her own or phy-
sician's direction.

What further I have to say of this climate and
country, you shall have in my next ; and then you
will be released from a subject, which I am afraid

has been but too circumstantially handled by, sir,

Your very humble servant.

LETTER THE TWENTY-EOURTH.
Nice, Jan. 4, 1765.

Dear Sir,—The constitution of this climate may
be pretty well ascertained, from the enclosed re-

gister of the weather, which I kept with all possible

care and attention. From a perusal of it, you will

see there is less wind and rain at Nice than in any
other part of the world that I know ; and such is

the serenity of the air, that you see nothing above
your head for several months together, but a charm-
ing blue expanse, without cloud or speck. What-
ever clouds may be formed by evaporation from the

sea, they seldom or never hover over this small

territory ; but, in all probability, are attracted by
the mountains that surround it, and there fall in

rain or snow. As for those that gather from other

quarters, I suppose their progress hitherward is

obstructed by those very Alps which rise one over

another, to an extent of many leagues. This air

being dry, pure, heavy, and elastic, must be agree-

able to the constitution of those who labour under
disorders arising from weak nerves, obstructed

perspiration, relaxed fibres, a viscidity of lymph,

and a languid circulation. In other respects, it

encourages the scurvy, the atmosphere being un-

doubtedly impregnated with sea salt. Ever since

my arrival at Nice, I have had a scorbutical erup-

tion on my right hand, which diminishes and in-

creases according to the state of my health. One
day last summer, when there was a strong breeze

from the sea, the surface of our bodies was covered

with a salt brine, very perceptible to the taste ; my
gums, as well as those of another person in my fa-

mily, began to swell, and grow painful, though this

had never happened before ; and I was seized with

violent pains in the joints of my knees. I was
then at a country-house fronting the sea, and par-

ticularly exposed to the marine air. The swelling

of our gums subsided as the wind fell ; but, what
was very remarkable, the scurvy spot on my hand
disappeared, aud did not return for a whole month.

It is affirmed, that sea-salt will dissolve and render

the blood so fluid, that it will exude through the

coats of the vessels. Perhaps the sea-scurvy is a

partial dissolution of it, by that mineral absorbed

from the air by the lymphatics on the surface of

the body, and by those of the lungs in respiration.

Certain it is, in the last stages of the sea-scurvy,

the blood often bursts from the pores. And this

phenomenon is imputed to a high degree of putre-

faction ; sure enough it is attended with putrefac-

tion. We know that a certain quantity of salt is

required to preserve the animal juices from grow-
ing putrid. But how a greater quantity should

produce putrefaction, I leave to wiser heads to ex-

plain. Many people here have scorbutical com-
plaints, though their teeth are not affected. They
are subject to eruptions on the skin, putrid gums,

pains in the bones, lassitude, indigestion, and low

spirits ; but the reigning distemper is a marasmus,

or consumption, which proceeds gradually, without

any pulmonary complaint, the complexion growing

more and more florid, till the very last scene of the

tragedy. This I would impute to the effects of a
very dry, saline atmosphere, upon a thin habit, in

which there is an extraordinary waste by perspi-

ration. The air is remarkably salt in this district

because the mountains that hem it in prevent its

communication with the circumambient atmosphere,
in which the saline particles would otherwise be
diffused ; and there is no rain, nor dew, to precipi-

tate or dissolve them. Such an air as I have de-

scribed should have no bad effect upon a most
phlegmatic constitution, such as mine ; and yet it

must be owned, I have been visibly wasting since

I came hither, though this decay I considered as

the progress of the tabes which began in England.
But the air of Nice has had a still more sensible

effect upon Mr. Sc—z, who laboured under ner-

vous complaints to such a degree, that life was a

burden to him. He had also a fixed pain in his

breast, for which complaint he had formerly tried

the air of Naples, where he resided some considera-

ble time, and in a great measure recovered ; but

this returning, with weakness, faintness, low spirits,

and entire loss of appetite, he was advised to come
hither ; and the success of his journey has greatly

exceeded his expectation. Though the weather has

been remarkably bad for this climate, he has en-

joyed perfect health. Since he arrived at Nice, the

pain in his breast vanished ; he eats heartily, sleeps

well, is in high spirits, and so strong, that he is

never off his legs in the day time. He can walk
to the Var, and back again before dinner ; and he
has climbed to the tops of all the mountains in this

neighbourhood. I never saw before such sudden
and happy effects from the change of air. I must
also acknowledge, that ever since my arrival at

Nice, I have breathed more freely than I had done
for some years, and my spirits have been more
alert. The father of my ceconome, who was a dancing-

master, had been so afflicted with an asthmatic dis-

order, that he could not live in France, Spain, or

Italy ; but found the air of Nice so agreeable to his

lungs, that he was enabled to exercise his profes-

sion for above twenty years, and died last spring

turned of seventy. Another advantage I have
reaped from this climate, is my being, in a great

measure, delivered from a slow fever which used
to hang about me, and render life a burden. Neither
am I so apt to catch cold as I used to be in Eng-
land and France ; and the colds I do catch are

not of the same continuance and consequence,
as those to which I was formerly subject. The
air of Nice is so dry, that in summer, and even in

winter, except in wet weather, you may pass the
evening, and indeed the whole night, sub Dio,
without feeling the least dew or moisture ; and as

for fogs, they are never seen in this district. In
summer the air is cooled by a regular sea breeze
blowing from the east, like that of the West Indies.

It begins in the forenoon, and increases with the
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heat of the da, It dies away about six or seven
;and, immediately after sunset, is succeeded by an

agreeable land breeze from the mountains. The
sea breeze from the eastward, however, is not so
constant here as in the West Indies, between the
tropics, because the sun, which produces it, is not
so powerful.

_
This country lies nearer the region

ot variable winds, and is surrounded by mountains
capes, and straits, which often influence the con-
stitution and current of the air. About the winter
solstice, the people of Nice expect wind and rain
which generally lasts, with intervals, till the be-
ginning ot February. But even during this, their
worst weather, the sun breaks out occasionally, andyou may take the air either a foot or on horseback
every day; for the moisture is immediately ab-
sorbed by the earth, which is naturally dry They
likewise lay their account with being visited byshowers ot rain and gusts of wind in April Aweek s rain m the middle of August makes themhappy It not only refreshes the parched ground
and plumps up the grapes and other fruit? but it
cools the air and assuages the heats, which then
begin to grow very troublesome

; but the rainy
season is about the autumnal equinox, or rather
something later. It continues about twelve days or
a fortnight, and is extremely welcome to the natives
of this country. This rainy season is often delayed
till the latter end of November, and sometimes till
the month of December, in which case, the restof he winter is generally dry. The heavy rainsm this country generally come with a south-west
wind, which was the creberque procdlis Africus ofthe ancients. It is here called Lebeche, a corrup-
tion of Lybwus; ,t generally blows high for a dayor two, and rolls the Mediterranean before it inhuge waves, that often enter the town of Nice It
likewise drives before it all the clouds which' hadheeu formed above thesurface of the Mediterranean
-these being expended in rain, fair weather natur-
ally ensues. Tor this reason, the Nissards observe
le Lebeche raeommode le tenu. During the rains of
tins season, however, the winds have been variable
-brom the sixteenth of November till the fourth of
January, we have had two-and-twenty days ofheaVy rain . A very extraordinary visitation in
this country. But the seasons seem to be more
irregular than formerly, all over Europe. In themonth of July, the mercury in Fahrenheit's ther-mometer rose to eighty-four at Rome ; the highest
degree at which it was ever known in that country •

and the very next day, the Sabine mountains'
were covered with snow. The same phenomenon
happened on the eleventh of August, and thir-
tieth of September. The consequence of these
sudden variations of weather was this- putrid
fevers were less frequent than usual: but thesudden check ot perspiration, from the cold, pro-
duced colds, inflammatory sore throats, and the
rheumatism. I know instances of some English
valetudinarians, who have passed the winter atArx, on the supposition that there was little or no
d.iierence between that air and the climate of Nice^ut this is a very great mistake, which may be at-tended with fatal consequences. Aix is altogether
exposed to the north and north-west winds, whichblow as cold in Provence as ever I felt them on theSf °f brtlamL Whereas Nice » entirely

which fn,
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\
e TnAs ^ tbe Mariti™ Alps,

StW "I^i11* t0 the knd -sid<N aroundthis little territory. But another incontestible proof
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of the mildness of this climate is deduced from theoranges, lemons, citrons, roses, narcissuses, july-

miidie of
n

wirerls
' wtich ripen and biow -

I have described the agreeable side of this

nZoT' \
Dd

f,°
W 1 WU1 P°iDt out its kconvefmences In the winter, but especially in thespring, the sun is so hot, that one can hardly take

exercise of any sort abroad, without being thrown
into a breathing sweat

; and the wind at this season
is so cold and piercing, that it often produces amischievous effect on the pores thus opened. Itthe heat rarifies the blood and juices, while the cold
air constringes the fibres, and obstructs the perspi-
ration, inflammatory disorders must ensue? Ac-
cordingly, the people are then subject to colds
pleurisies, penpneumonies, and ardent fevers An
old count advised me to stay within doors in March
car alors les humeurs commencent a se remuer Dur-
ing the heats of summer, some few persons of
gross habits have, in consequence of violent exer-
cise and excess, been seized with putrid fevers,
attended with exanthemata, erisipelatous, and mil-
iary eruptions, which commonly prove fatal ; but
the people in general are healthy, even those that
take very little exercise. A strong presumption in
favour of the climate ! As to medicine, I know
nothing of the practice of the Nice physicians
Here are eleven in all ; but four or five make shift
to live by the profession. They receive by way of
tee, ten sols, (an English sixpence), a visit, and this
Dut ill paid

; so you may guess whether they are in
a condition to support the dignity of physic ; and
whether any man of a liberal education would
bury himself at Nice on such terms. I am ac-
quainted with an Italian physician settled at Villa
Branca, a very good sort of a man, who practices
tor a certain salary, raised by annual contribution
among the better sort of people ; and an allowance
trom the king for visiting the sick belonging to
the garrison and the galleys. The whole may
amount to near thirty pounds.
Among the inconveniences of this climate, the

vermin form no inconsiderable article. Vipers
and snakes are found in the mountains. Our gar-
dens swarm with lizards, and there are some few
scorpions

;
but as yet I have seen but one of this

species. In summer, notwithstanding all the care
and precautions we can take, we are pestered with
incredible swarms of flies, fleas, and bugs ; but the
gnats, couzins, are more intolerable than all the
rest. In the day-time, it is impossible to keep the
flies out of your mouth, nostrils, eyes, and ears.
They crowd into your milk, tea, chocolate, soup,'
wine, and water

; they soil your sugar, contaminate
your victuals, and devour your fruit

; they cover
and defile your furniture, floors, ceilings, and indeed
your whole body. As soon as candles are lighted,
the coiizms begin to buz about your ears in myriads'
and torment you with their stings; so that you
have no rest nor respite till you get into bed, where
you are secured by your musquito net. This en-
closure is very disagreeable in hot weather, and
very inconvenient to those, who like me, are subject
to a cough and spitting. It is moreover ineffectual

;

tor some ofthose cursed insects insinuate themselves
within it almost every night, and half-a-dozen of
them are sufficient to disturb you till morning.
Ihis is a plague that continues all the year ; but in
summer it is intolerable. During this season, like-
wise, the moths are so mischievous, that it requires
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the utmost care to preserve woollen cloths from
being destroyed. From the month of May, till

the beginning of October, the heat is so violent,

that you cannot stir abroad after six in the morn-
ing till eight at night, so that you are entirely de-
prived of the benefit of exercise. There is no
shaded -walk in or near the town ; and there is

neither coach nor chaise to hire, unless you travel
post. Indeed, there is no road fit for any wheel
carriage but the common highway to the Var, in
which you are scorched by the reflection of the
sun from the sand and stones, and at the same
time half stifled with dust. If you ride out in the
cool of the evening, you will have the disadvantage
of returning in the dark.

Among the demerits of Nice, I must also men-
tion the water which is used in the city. It is

drawn from wells ; and for the most part so hard,
that it curdles with soap. There are many foun-
tains and streams in the neighbourhood that afford
excellent water, which at no great charge might be
conveyed into the town, so as to form conduits in
all the public streets ; but the inhabitants are either
destitute of public spirit, or cannot afford the ex-
pense. I have a draw-well in my porch, and an-
other in my garden, which supply tolerable water
for culinary uses ; but what we drink is fetched
from a well belonging to a convent of Dominicans
in this neighbourhood. Our liuen is washed in the
river Paglion ; and when that is dry, in the brook
called Limpia, which runs into the harbour.

In mentioning the water of this neighbourhood,
I ought not to omit the baths of Rocabiliare, a
small town among the mountains, about five-and-
twenty miles from Nice. There are three sources,
each warmer than the other ; the warmest being
nearly equal to the heat of the king's bath, at Bath
in Somersetshire, as far as I can judge from in-

formation. I have perused a Latin manuscript
which treats of these baths at Rocabiliare, written
by the Duke of Savoy's first physician, about sixty
years ago. He talks much of the sulphur and the
nitre which they contain ; but I apprehend their
efficacy is owing to the same volatile vitriolic prin-
ciple which characterises the waters at Bath. They
are attenuating and deobstruent, consequently of
service in disorders arising from a languid cir-

culation, a viscidity of the juices, a lax fibre, and
obstructed viscera. The road from hence to Roca-
biliare is in some parts very dangerous, lying along
the brink of precipices, impassable to any other
carriage but a mule. The town itself affords bad
lodging and accommodation, and little or no society.
The waters are at the distance of a mile and a half
from the town. There are no baths nor shelter,

nor any sort of convenience for those that drink
them ; and the best part of their efficacy is lost

unless they are drank at the fountain-head. If
these objections were in some measure removed, I
would advise valetudinarians who come hither for
the benefit of this climate, to pass the heats of
summer at Rocabiliare, which being situated among
mountains, enjoys a cool temperate air all the
summer. This would be a salutary respite from
the salt air of Nice, to those who labour under
scorbutical complaints; and they would return with
fresh vigour and spirits, to pass the winter in this

place, where no severity of weather is known.
Last June, when I found myself so ill at my
cassine, I had determined to go to Rocabiliare, and
even to erect a hut at the spring for my own con-
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venience. A gentleman of Nice undertook to pro-
cure me a tolerable lodging in the house of the
cure, who was his relation. He assured me there
was no want of fresh butter, good poultry, excellent
veal, and delicate trout ; and that the" articles of
living might be had at Rocabiliare for half the
price we paid at Nice. But finding myself grow
better immediately on my return from the cassine

to my own house, I would not put myself to the
trouble and expense of a further removal.

I think I have now communicated all the parti-

culars relating to Nice that are worth knowing,
and perhaps many more than you desired to know

;

but in such eases I would rather be thought prolix
and unentertaining, than deficient in that regard
and attention with which I am very sincerely,

Your friend and servant.

LETTER THE TWENTY-FIFTH.
Nice, Jan. 1, 17G5.

Dear Sir,—It was in deference to your opinion,
reinforced by my own inclination, and the repeated
advice of other friends, that I resolved upon my
late excursion to Italy. I could plainly perceive
from the anxious solicitude and pressing exhorta-
tions contained in all the letters I had lately re-

ceived from my correspondents in Britain, that you
had all despaired of my recovery. You advised
me to make a pilgrimage among the Alps, and the
advice was good. La scrambling among those
mountains, I should have benefited by the exercise,
and at the same time have breathed a cool, pure,
salubrious air, which, in all probability would have
expelled the slow fever arising in a great measure
from the heat of this climate. But I wanted a
companion and fellow-traveller, whose conversation
and society could alleviate the horrors of solitude.

Besides, I was not strong enough to encounter the
want of conveniences, and even of necessaries to
which I must have been exposed in the course of
such an expedition. My worthy friend Dr. A ,

earnestly entreated me to try the effect of a sea
voyage, which you know has been of wonderful
efficacy in consumptive cases. After some delibera-
tion, I resolved upon the scheme, which I have
now happily executed. I had a most eager curiosity
to see the antiquities of Florence and Rome. I
longed impatiently to view those wonderful edifices,

statues, and pictures, which I had so often admired
in prints and descriptions. I felt an enthusiastic
ardour to tread that very classical ground which
had been the scene of so many great achievements

;

and I could not bear the thought of returning to
England from the very skirts of Italy, without
having penetrated to the capital of that renowned
country. With regard to my health, I knew I
could manage matters so as to enjoy all the benefits
that could be expected from the united energy of
a voyage by sea, a journey by land, and a change
of climate.

Rome is betwixt four and five hundred miles
distant from Nice, and one-half of the way I was
resolved to travel by water. Indeed there is no
other way of going from hence to Genoa, unless
you take a mule, and clamber along the mountains
at the rate of two miles an hour, and at the risk of
breaking your neck every minute. The Appennine
mountains, which are no other than a continuation
of the Maritime Alps, form an almost continued
precipice from Ville Franche to Lerici, which is
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a.most forty-five miles on the other side of Genoa;
and as they are generally washed by the sea, there
is no beach or shore, consequently the road is
carried along the face of the rocks, except at certain
small intervals, which are occupied bv towns and
villages. But as there is a road for mules and foot
passengers, it might certainly be enlarged and im-
proved so as to render it practicable by chaises and
other wheel-carriages, and a toll might be exacted
which, m a little time, would defray the expense.
± or certainly no person who travels to Italy, from
England, Holland, France, or Spain, would make
a troublesome circuit to pass the Alps by the way
ot Savoy aud Piedmont, if he could have the con-
venience of going post by the way of Aix, Antibes,
and Aice, along the side of the Mediterranean, and
through the Riviera of Genoa, which, from the sea,
aflords the most agreeable and amazing prospect
I ever beheld What pity it is they cannot restore
1 he celebrated Via Aurelia, mentioned in the Itine-
rarium of Amouius, which extended from Rome
by the way of Genoa, and through this country as
far as Aries upon the Rhone. It was said to have
oeen made by the emperor Marcus Aurelius

; and
some of the vestiges of it are still to be seen in
Provence. The truth is, the nobility of Genoa,who are all merchants, from a low," selfish, and
aosurd policy take all methods to keep their sub-

\V- I , .

Rlvlera in poverty and dependence.W ith this view, they carefully avoid all steps
towards rendering that country accessible by land-and at the same time discourage their trade by
sea, lest it should interfere with the commerce of
their capital, in which they themselves are per-
sonally concerned.

Those who either will not or cannot bear the seaand are equally averse to riding, may be carried in
a common chair, provided with a "foot-board, onmen s shoulders. This is the way of travelling
practised by the ladies of Nice, in crossing the
mountains to Turin ; but it is very tedious and ex-
pensive, as the men must be often" relieved
The most agreeable carriage from hence to

Uenoa, is a felucca, or open boat, rowed by ten or
twelve stout mariners. Though none of the'se boats
belong to Iwce, they are to be found every day in
our harbour waiting for a fare to Genoa; and they
are seen passing and repassing continually, with
merchandise or passengers between Marseilles
Antibes, and the Genoese territories. A felucca is
large enough to take in a post-chaise : and there is
a tilt over the stern sheets where the passengers
sit to protect them from the rain. Between the
seats one person may lie commodiously upon a
mattress, which is commonly supplied by the patronA man m good health mav put up with any thin" •

hut I would advise every valetudinarian who travels
this way, to provide his own chaise, mattress, and
bed-linen, otherwise he will pass his time very
uncomfortably. If you go as a simple passengerm a felucca, you pay about a louis-d'or for your
place, aud you must be entirely under the direction
ot the patron, who, while he can bear the sea. will
prosecute his voyage by night as well as by day
and expose you to many other inconveniences.
-But lor eight zequines, or four louis-d'ors, youcan have a whole felucca tQ ^ from m£benoa, and the master shall be obliged to puta-shore every evening. If you would have it still

™ r
y
°"S ?
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u
mand

' 3™ may hire it at so muchper day
.
and m that case go on shore as often, and
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stay as long as you please. This is the method Ishould take were I to make the voyage again ; for
I am persuaded I should find it very near as cheapand much more agreeable than any other
The distance between this place and Genoa, when

measured on the carte, does not exceed ninety
miles

;
but the people of the feluccas insist upon its

being one hundred and twenty. If they creep along
shore round the bottoms of all the bays, this com-
putation may be true; but except when the sea is
rough, they stretch directly from one headland to
another, and even when the wind is contrary, pro-
vided the gale is not fresh, they perform the vova-em two days and a half, by dint of rowing. When
the wind is favourable, they will sail it easily in
fourteen hours.

A man who has nothing but expedition in viewmay go with the courier, who has always a li^ht
boat well manned, and will be glad to accommodate
a traveller for a reasonable gratification. I know
an English gentleman who always travels with the
courier in Italy, both by sea and land. In posting
by land, he is always sure of having part of a good
calash, and the best horses that can be found ; and
as the expense of both is defrayed by the public
it costs him nothing but a present to his companion!
which does not amount to one-fourth part of the
expense he would incur by travelling alone. These
opportunities may be had every week in all the
towns of Italy.

For my own part, I hired a gondola from hence to
trenoa. This is a boat smaller than a felucca, rowed
by four men, and steered by the patron ; but the
price was nine zequines, rather more than I should
have paid for a felucca of ten oars. I was assured
that, being very light, it would make great wav

;and the master was particularly recommended tome as an honest man and an able mariner. I was
accompanied in this voyage by my wife and Miss
O-

, together with one Mr. R , a native ofA ice, whom I treated with the jaunt, in hopes that
as he was acquainted with the customs of the
country, and the different ways of travelling in it
he would save us much trouble, and some expense
but I was much disappointed. Some persons at
JS ice offered to lay wagers that he would return by
himself from Italy

; but they were also disappointedWe embarked in the beginning of September
attended by one servant. The heats, which render
travelling dangerous in Italy, begin to abate at
this season. The weather was extremely agreeable

;

and if I had postponed my voyage a little longer I
foresaw that I should not be able to return before
winter

; in which case I might have found the sea
too rough, and the weather too cold, for a voyage
of one hundred and thirty-five miles in an open
boat. r

Having therefore provided myself with a proper
pass, signed and sealed by our" consul, as well as
with letters of recommendation from him to the
English consuls at Genoa and Leehorn, a pre-
caution which I would advise all travellers to take,
in case of meeting with accidents on the road, we
went on board about ten in the morning, stopped
about half an hour at a friend's country-house in
the bay of St. Hospice, and about noon entered the
harbour of Monaco, where the patron was obliged
to pay toll, according to the regulation which I have
explained in a former letter. This small town,
containing about eight or nine hundred souls, be-
sides the garrison, is built on a rock, which projects
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into the sea, and makes a very romantic appearance.

The prince's palace stands in the most conspicuous

part, with a walk of trees before it. The apartments

are elegantly furnished, and adorned with some good
pictures. The fortifications are in good repair, and
the place is garrisoned by two French battalions.

The present prince of Monaco is a Frenchman,
son of the Duke de Matignon, who married the

heiress of Monaco, whose name was Grimaldi.

The harbour is well sheltered from the wind ; but
has not water sufficient to admit vessels of any great

burden. Towards the north, the king of Sardinia's

territories extend to within a mile of the gate ; but

the prince of Monaco can go upon his own ground
along shore about five or six miles to the eastward,

as far as Menton, another small town, which also

belongs to him, and is situated on the sea-side.

His revenues are computed at a million of French
livres, amounting to something more than forty

thousand pounds sterling; but the principality of

Monaco, consisting of three small towns, and an
inconsiderable tract of barren rock, is not worth
above seven thousand a year ; the rest arises from
his French estate. This consists partly of the duchy
of Matignon, and partly of the duchy of Valenti-

nois, which last was given to the ancestors of this

prince of Monaco, in the year 1G40, by the French
king, to make up the loss of some lands in the

kingdom of Naples, which were confiscated when
he expelled the Spanish garrison from Monaco, and
threw himself into the arms of France : so that he
is duke of Valentinois as well as of Matignon, in

that kingdom. He lives almost constantly in France

;

and has taken the name and arms of Grimaldi.

The Genoese territories begin at Ventimiglia,

another town lying on the coast, at a distance of

twenty mdes from Nice, a circumstance from which
it borrows the name. Having passed the towns of
Monaco, Menton, Ventimiglia, and several other

places of less consequence that lie along this coast,

we turned the point of St. Martin with a favourable

breeze, and might have proceeded twenty miles

further before night ; but the women began to be
sick, as well as afraid at the roughness of the water

;

Mr. R was so discomposed, that he privately

desired the patron to put ashore at St. Remo, on
pretence that we should not find a tolerable auberge
in any other place between this and Noli, which was
at the distance of forty miles. We accordingly landed
and were conducted to the poste, which our gon-
delier assured us was the best auberge in the whole
Riviera of Genoa. We ascended by a dark, narrow,

steep stair, into a kind of public room, with a long

table and benches, so dirty and miserable, that it

would disgrace the worst hedge alehouse in England.
Not a soul appeared to receive us. This is a cere-

mony one must not expect to meet with in France,

far less in Italy. Our patron, going into the

kitchen, asked a servant if the company could have
lodging in the house ; and was answered, " He
could not tell ; the patron was not at home." When
he desired to know where the patron was, the other

answered, " He was gone to take the air," E andato

a passegiare. In the nieau time, we were obliged

to sit in the common room among watermen and
muleteers. At length the landlord arrived, and
gave us to understand that he could accommodate
ns with chambers. In that where I lay, there was
just room for two beds, without curtains or bedstead,

an old rotten table covered with dried figs, and a

couple of crazy chairs. The walls had been once
j

white-washed ; but were now hung with cobwebs,
and speckled with dirt of all sorts : and I believe

the brick floor had not been swept for half a
century. We supped in an outward room suitable

in all respects to the chamber, and fared villanously.

The provision was very ill dressed, and served up
in the most slovenly manner. You must not expect
cleanliness or conveniency of any kind in this

country. For this accommodation, I paid as much
as if I had been elegantly entertained in the best

auberge of France or Italy.

Next day, the wind was so high that we could
not prosecute our voyage, so that we were obliged

to pass other four-and-twenty hours in this com-
fortable situation, Luckily Mr. R found two
acquaintances in the place ; one a Franciscan monk,
a jolly fellow ; and the other a maestro di capelta,

who sent a spinet to the inn, and entertained us
agreeably with his voice and performance, in both
of which accomplishments he excelled. The padre
was very good-humoured, and favoured us with a
letter of recommendation to a friend of his, a
professor in the university of Pisa. You would
laugh to see the hyperbolical terms in which he
mentioned your humble servant : but Italy is the

native country of hyperbole.

St. Remo is a pretty considerable town, well built,

upon the declivity of a gently rising hill, and has a
harbour capable of receiving small vessels, a good
number ofwhich are built upon the beach ; but ships

of any burden are obliged to anchor in the bay, which
is far from being secure. The people of St. Remo
form a small republic, which is subject to Genoa.
They enjoyed particular privileges, till theyear 1753,

when, in consequence of a new gabelle upon salt,

they revolted ; but this effort in behalf of liberty

did not succeed. They were soon reduced by the

Genoese, who deprived them of all their privileges,

and built a fort by the sea-side, which serves the

double purpose of defending the harbour and over-
awing the town. The garrison at present does not

exceed two hundred men. The inhabitants are

said to have lately sent a deputation to Ratisbon, to

crave the protection of the diet of the empire.

There is very little plain ground in this neighbour-
hood ; but the hills are covered with oranges,

lemons, pomegranates, and olives, which produce a

considerable traffic in fine fruit and excellent oil.

The women of St. Remo are much more handsome
and better tempered than those of Provence. They
have in general good eyes, with open ingenuous
countenances. Their dress, though remarkable, I
cannot describe ; but upon the whole, they put me
in mind of some portraits I have seen representing
the females of Georgia and Mingrelia.

On the third day, the wind being abated, though
still unfavourable, we reimbarked, and rowed along
the shore, passing by Portd-Mauricio, and Oneglia;
then turning the promontory, called Capo di Melle,

we proceeded by Albenga, Finale, and many other
places of inferior note. Porto-Mauricio is seated
on a rock washed by the sea, but indifferently for-

tified, with an inconsiderable harbour, which none
but very small vessels can enter. About two miles
to the eastward, is Oneglia, a small town, with some
fortifications, lying along the open beach, and be-
longing to the king of Sardinia. This small terri-

tory abounds with olive-trees, which produce a
considerable quantity of oil, counted the best of the
whole Riviera. Albenga is a small town, the see

|

of a bishop, suffragan to the archbishop of Genoa.
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It lies upon the sea, and the country produces a
great quantity of hemp. Finale is the capital of a
marquisate belonging to the Genoese, -which has
been the source of much trouble to the republic

;

and, indeed, was the sole cause of their rupture with
the king of Sardinia, and the house of Austria, in
the year 1745. The town is pretty well built ; but
the harbour is shallow, open, and unsafe. Never-
theless, they build a good number of tartans and
other vessels on the beach ; and the neighbouring
country abounds with oil and fruit, particularly
with those excellent apples called pomi carli, which
I have mentioned in a former letter.

In the evening, we reached the Capo di Noli,
counted very dangerous in blowing weather. It is
a very high perpendicular rock, or mountain, washed
by the sea, which has eaten into it in divers places,
so as to form a great number of caverns. It ex-
tends about a couple of miles

;
and, in some parts,

is indented into little creeks, or bays, where there
is a narrow margin of sandy beach between it and
the water. When the wind is high, no felucca will
attempt to pass it ; even in a moderate breeze, the
waves dashing against the rocks and caverns, which
echo with the sound, make such an awful noise,
and, at the same time, occasion such a rough sea,
as one cannot hear, and see, and feel, without a
secret horror.

On this sideof the Cape there is a beautiful strand,
cultivated like a garden ; the plantations extend to
the very tops of the hills, interspersed with villages,
castles, churches, and villas. Indeed, the whole
Riviera is ornamented in the same manner, except
in such places as admit of no building nor culti-
vation.

_
Haiing passed the Cape, we followed the wind-

ing of the coast into a small bay, and arrived at the
town of Noli, where we proposed to pass the night.
You will be surprised that we did not go ashore
sooner, in order to take some refreshment ; but the
truth is, we had a provision of ham, tongues, roasted
pullets, cheese, bread, wine, and fruit, in the felucca,
where we every day enjoyed a slight repast, about
one or two o'clock in the afternoon. This I men-
tion as a necessary piece of information to those
who may be inclined to follow the same route. We
likewise found it convenient to lay in store of
Veau de vie, or brandy, for the use of rowers, who
always expect to share your comforts. On a mea-
gre day, however, those ragamuffins will rather die
of hunger than suffer the least morsel of flesh meat
to enter their mouths. I have frequently tried the
experiment, by pressing them to eat something
gras, on a Friday or Saturday ; but they always
declined it with marks of abhorrence, crying, Dio
mc ne libere .'—God deliver me from it ! or some
other words to that effect. I, moreover, observed,
that not one of those fellows ever swore an oath,
or spoke an indecent word. They would by no
means put to sea of a morning before they had
heard mass

; and when the wind was unfavourable,
they always set out with a hymn to the blessed
virgin, or St. Elmo, keeping time with their oars
as they sung. I have, indeed, remarked all over
this country, that a man who transgresses the insti-
tutions of the church in these small matters, is
much more infamous than one who has committed
the most flagrant crimes against nature and mo-
rality. A murderer, adulterer, or s—m— te, will
obtain easy absolution from the church, and even
fcnd favour with society, but a man who eats a

pigeon on a Saturday, without express license, is
avoided and abhorred as a monster of reprobation.
I have conversed with several intelligent persons
on the subject, and have reason to believe, that a
delinquent of this sort is considered as a lukewarm
Christian, little better than a heretic

;
and, of all

crimes, they look upon heresy as the most damnable.
Noh is a smal' republic of fishermen, subject to

Genoa, but very tenacious of their privileges. The
town stands on the beach, tolerably well built, de-
fended by a castle, situated on a rock above it ; and
the harbour is of little consequence. The auberge
was such as made us regret even the inn we had
left at St. Remo. After a very odd kind of supper,
which I cannot pretend to describe, we retired to
our repose

; but I had not been in bed five minutes,
when I felt something crawling on different parts
of my body, and, taking a light to examine, per-
ceived above a dozen of large bugs. You must
know, I have the same kind of antipathy to these
vermin that some persons have to a cat, or breast
of veal. I started up immediately, and, wrapping
myself in a great coat, sick as I was, laid down in
the outer room, upon a chest, where I continued
till morning.
One would imagine, that, in a mountainous coun-

try like this, there should be plenty of goats
; and,

indeed, we saw many flocks of them feeding among
the rocks, yet we could not procure half a pint of
milk for our tea, if we had given the weight of it
in gold. The people here have no idea of using
milk

; and when you ask them for it, they stand
gaping with a foolish face of surprise, which is ex-
ceedingly provoking. It is amazing that instinct
does not teach the peasants to feed their children
with goat's milk, so much more nourishing and
agreeable than the wretched sustenance on which
they live. Next day, we rowed by Vado and Sa-
vona, which last is a large town, with a strong
citadel, and a harbour, which was formerly capable
of receiving large ships ; but it fell a sacrifice to
the jealousy of the Genoese, who have partly
choked it up, on pretence that it should not afford
shelter to the ships of war belonging to those states
which might be at enmity with the republic.
Then we passed Abisola, Sestri di Ponente, Novi,

Voltri, and a great number of villages, villas, and
magnificent palaces belonging to the Genoese nobi-
lity, which form almost a continued chain of build-
ings along the strand for thirty miles.
About five in the afternoon, we skirted the fine

suburbs of St. Petro D'Arena, and arrived at Genoa,
which makes a dazzling appearance, when viewed
from the sea, arising like an amphitheatre, in a
circular form, from the water's edge, a considerable
way up the mountains, and surrounded on the land
side by a double wall, the most exterior of which
is said to extend fifteen miles in circuit. The first

object that strikes your eye at a distance, is a very
elegant pharos, or light-house, built on the projec-
tion of a rock, on the west side of the harbour, so
very high, that, in a clear day, you may see it at
the distance of thirty miles. Turning the light-
house point, you find yourself close to the mole
which forms the harbour of Genoa. It is built, at a
great expense, from each side of the bay, so as to
form in the sea two long magnificent jettees, which,
if continued, would meet. At the extremity of
each, is another smaller lantern. These moles are
both provided with brass cannon ; and between
them is the entrance into the harbour. But this
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is still so wide as to admit a great sea, -which, when
the wind blows hard from south and south-west, is

very troublesome to the shipping. Within the
mole there is a smaller harbour, or wet dock, called
Darsena, for the galleys of the republic. We passed
through a considerable number of ships and vessels
lying at anchor, and, landing at the water-gate,
repaired to an inn, called la Croix de Malthe, in the
neighbourhood of the harbour. Here we met with
such good entertainment as prepossessed us in
favour of the interior parts of Italy, and contributed,
with other motives, to detain us some days in this
city. But I have detained you so long, that I be-
lieve you wish I may proceed no farther

; and,
therefore, I take my leave for the present, being
very sincerely, yours.

LETTER THE TWENTY-SIXTH.
Nice, Jan. 15, 1765.

Dear Sir,—It is not without reason that Genoa
is called La Superba. The city itself is very
stately ; and the nobles are very proud. Some few
of them may be proud of their wealth; but, in
general, their fortunes are very small. My friend
Mr. R assured me that many Genoese noble-
men had fortunes of half a million of livres per
annum. But the truth is, the whole revenue of the
state does not exceed this sum ; and the livre of
Genoa is but about ninepence sterling. There are
about half-a-dozen of their nobles who have ten
thousand a year ; but the majority have not above
a twentieth part of that sum. They live with great
parsimony in their families, and wear nothing but
black in public ; so that their expenses are but
small. If a Genoese nobleman gives an entertain-
ment once a quarter, he is said to live upon the
fragments all the rest of the year. I was told that
one of them lately treated his friends, and left the
entertainment to the care of his son, who ordered
a dish of fish that cost a zechine, which is equal to
about ten shillings sterling. The old gentleman no
sooner saw it appear on the table, than, unable to
suppress his concern, he burst into tears, and ex-
claimed, Ah Figliuolo indegno ! Siamo in Rovina!
Siamo in precipizio !

I think the pride and ostentation of the Italians
in general takes a more laudable turn than that of
other nations. A Frenchman lays out his whole
revenue upon tawdry suits of clothes, or in furnish-
ing a magnificent repas of fifty or a hundred dishes,
one half of which are not eatable, nor intended to
be eaten. His wardrobe goes to the fripier ; his
dishes to the dogs, and himself to the devil, and,
after his decease, no vestige of him remains. A
Genoese, on the other hand, keeps himself and his
family at short allowance, that he may save money
to build palaces and churches, which remain to
after ages so many monuments of his taste, piety,
and munificence

; and, in the mean time, give em-
ployment and bread to the poor and industrious.

—

There are some Genoese nobles who have each five
or six elegant palaces, magnificently furnished,
either in the city, or in different parts of the Riviera.
The two streets called Strada Balbi and Strada
Nuova, are continued double ranges of palaces
adorned with gardens and fountains ; but their being
painted on the outside, has, in my opinion, a poor
effect.

The commerce of this city is at present not very
considerable

; yet it has the" face of business. The

streets are crowded with people ; the shops are well
furnished; and the markets abound with all sorts of
excellent provision. The wine made in this neigh-
bourhood is, however, very indifferent; and all that
is consumed must be bought at the public cantinre,
where it is sold for the benefit of the state. Their
bread is the whitest and the best I have tasted any
where

; and the beef, which they have from Pied-
mont, is juicy and delicious. The expense of eating
in Italy is nearly the same as in France, about three
shillings a head for every meal. The state of Genoa
is very poor, and their bank of St. George has
received such rude shocks, first from the revolt of
the Corsicans, and afterwards from the misfortunes
of the city, when it was taken by the Austrians in
the war of 1745, that it still continues to languish,
without any near prospect of its credit being re-
stored. Nothing shows the weakness of their state
more than their having recourse to the assistance
of France to put a stop to the progress of Paoli in
Corsica

; for, after all that has been said of the
gallantry and courage of Paoli and his islanders, I
am very credibly informed, that they might be very
easily suppressed, if the Genoese had either vigour
in the council or resolution in the field.

True it is, they made a noble effort in expelling
the Austrians, who had taken possession of their
city

; but this effort was the effect of oppression and
despair

; and if I may believe the insinuation of
some politicians in this part of the world, the
Genoese would not have succeeded in that attempt,
if they had not previously purchased with a large
sum of money the connivance of the only person
who could defeat the enterprise. For my own part,
I can scarce entertain thoughts so prejudicial to the
character of human nature, as to suppose a man
capable of sacrificing, to such a consideration, the
duty he owed his prince, as well as all regard to the
lives of his soldiers, even those who lay sick in
hospitals, and who, being dragged forth, were
miserably butchered by the furious populace. There
is one more presumption of his innocence, he still

retains the favour of his sovereign, who could not
well be supposed to share in the booty. " There
are mysteries in politics which were never dreamed
of in our philosophy, Horatio!" The possession of
Genoa might have proved a troublesome bone of
contention, which it might be convenient to lose by
accident Certain it is, when the Austrians returned
after their expulsion, in order to retake the city, the
engineer, being questioned by the general, declared
he would take the place in fifteen days, on pain of
losing his head ; and in four days after this declara-
tion the Austrians retired. This anecdote I learned
from a worthy gentleman of this country, who had
it from the engineer's own mouth. Perhaps it was
the will of Heaven. You see how favourably Pro-
vidence has interposed in behalf of the reigning
empress of Russia, first in removing her husband,
secondly, in ordaining the assassination of Prince
Ivan, for which the perpetrators have been so
liberally rewarded ; it even seems determined to
shorten the life of her own son, the only surviving
rival from whom she had any thing to fear.
The Genoese have now thrown themselves into

the arms of France for protection. I know not
whether it would not have been a mark of greater
sagacity to cultivate the friendship of England,
with -which they carry on an advantageous com-
merce. While the English are masters of the
Mediterranean, they will always have it in their
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power to do incredible damage all along the Riviera,
to ruin the Genoese trade by sea, and even to annoy
the capital ; for notwithstanding all the pains tbey
have taken to fortify the mole and the city, I am
greatly deceived if it is not still exposed to the
danger, not only of a bombardment, but even of a
cannonade. I am even sanguine enough to think a
resolute commander might, with a strong squadron,
sail directly into the harbour, without sustaining
much damage, notwithstanding all the cannon of
the place, which are said to amount to near five

hundred. I have seen a cannonade of above four
hundred pieces of artillery, besides bombs and co-
horns, maintained for many hours, without doing
much mischief.

During the last siege of Genoa, the French
auxiliaries were obliged to wait at Monaco, until a
gale of wind had driven the English squadron
off the coast, and then they went along shore in

small vessels, at the imminent risk of being taken
by the British cruisers. By land I apprehend their
inarch would be altogether impracticable, if the
king of Sardinia had any interest to oppose it. He
might either guard the passes or break up the road
in twenty different places, so as to render it al-

together impassable. Here it may not be amiss to
observe, that when Don Philip advanced from Nice
with his army to Genoa, he was obliged to march
so close to the shore, that, in above fifty different
places, the English ships might have rendered the
road altogether impassable. The path, which runs
generally along the face of a precipice washed by
the sea, is so narrow that two men on horseback
can hardly pass each other ; and the road itself so
rugged, slippery, and dangerous, that the troopers
were obliged to dismount, and lead their horses one
by one. On the other hand, Baron de Leutrum,
who was at the head of a large body of Piedmontese
troops, had it in his power to block up the passes of
the mountains, and even to destroy this road in
such a manner, that the enemy could not possibly
advance. Why these precautions were not taken I
do not pretend to explain. Neither can I tell you
wherefore the Prince of Monaco, who is a subject
and partizan of France, was indulged with a neu-
trality for his town, which served as a refreshing
place, a safe port, and an intermediate post for the
French succours sent from Marseilles to Genoa.
This I will only venture to affirm, that the success
and advantage of great alliances are often sacrificed
to low, partial, selfish, and sordid considerations.
The town of Monaco is commanded by every
height in its neighbourhood ; and might be laid in
ashes by a bomb-ketch in four hours by sea.

I was fortunate enough to be recommended to a
lady in Genoa, who treated us with great politeness
and hospitality. She introduced me to an abbate,
a man of letters, whose conversation was extremely
agreeable. He already knew me by reputation,
and offered to make me known to some of the first

persons in the republic, with whom he lived in
intimacy. The lady is one of the most intelligent
and best-bred persons I have known in any country.
AVe assisted at her conversazione, which was nu-
merous. She pressed us to pass the winter at
Genoa

; and indeed I was almost persuaded. But
I had attachments at Nice from which I could not
easily disengage myself.
The few days we staid at Genoa, were employed

in visiting the most remarkable churches and
palaces. In some of the churches, particularlv that

of the Annunciata, I found a profusion of orna-
ments, which had more magnificence than taste.

There is a great number of pictures ; but very few
of them are capital pieces. I had heard much of
the Ponte Carignano, which did not at all answer
my expectation. It is a bridge that unites two
eminences, which form the higher part of the city,

and the houses in the bottom below do not rise so
high as the springing of its arches. There is

nothing at all curious in its construction, nor any
way remarkable, except the height of the piers from
which the arches are sprung. Hard by the bridge
there is an elegant church, from the top of which
you have a very rich and extensive prospect of
the city, the sea, and the adjacent country, which
looks like a continent of groves and villas. The
only remarkable circumstance about the cathedral,

which is Gothic and gloomy, is the chapel where
the pretended bones of John the Baptist are depo-
sited, and in which thirty silver lamps are con-
tinually burning. I had a curiosity to see the
palaces of Durazzo and Doria, but it required more
trouble to procure admission than I was willing to

give myself. As for the arsenal, and the rostrum
of an ancient galley which was found by accident
in dragging the harbour, I postponed seeing them
till my return.

Having here provided myself with letters of
credit for Florence and Rome, I hired the same
boat which had brought us hither, to carry
us forward to Lerici, which is a small town about
half way between Genoa and Leghorn, where tra-
vellers, who are tired of the sea, take post chaises
to continue their route by land to Pisa and Florence.
I paid three louis-d'ors for this voyage of about
fifty miles, though I might have had a felucca for
less money. When you land on the wharf at
Genoa, you are plied by the felucca men, just as
you are plied by the watermen at Hungerford-
stairs in London. They are always ready to set

off at a minute's warning for Lerici, Leghorn,
Nice, Antibes, Marseilles, and every part of the
Riviera.

The wind being still unfavourable, though the
weather was delightful, we rowed along shore,
passing by several pretty towns, villages, and a
vast number of cassines, or little white houses,
scattered among woods of olive trees, that cover
the hills; and these are the habitations of the
velvet and damask weavers. Turning Capo Fino
we entered a bay, where stand the towns of Porto
Fino, Lavagna, and Sestri di Levante, at which
last we took up our night's lodging. The house
was tolerable, and we had no great reason to com-
plain of the beds. But, the weather being hot,
there was a very offensive smell, which proceeded
from some skins of beasts new killed, that were
spread to dry on an outhouse in the yard. Our
landlord was a butcher, and had very much the
looks of an assassin. His wife was a great mascu-
line virago, who had all the air of having fre-
quented the slaughter-house. Instead of being
welcomed with looks of complaisance, we were
admitted with a sort of gloomy condescension,
which seemed to say, " We don't much like your
company

; but, however, you shall have a night's
lodging in favour of the patron of the gondola, who
is our acquaintance." In short, we had a very bad
supper, miserably dressed, passed a very disagree-
able night, and paid a very extravagant bill in the
morning, without being thanked for our custom.
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I was very glad to get out of the house with my
throat uncut.

Sestri de Levante is a little town pleasantly

situated on the sea side, but has not the conveniency

of a harbour. The fish taken here is mostly car-

ried to Genoa. This is likewise the market for

their oil, and the paste called macaroni, of which
they make a good quantity.

Next day we skirted a very barren coast, con-

sisting of almost perpendicular rocks, on the faces

of which, however, we saw many peasants' houses

and hanging terraces for vines, made by dint of

incredible labour. In the afternoon, we entered

by the Porto di Venere into the bay or gulf of

Spetia, or Spezza, which was the Portus Luna? of

the ancients. This hay, at the mouth of which lies

the island of Palmaria, forms a most noble and
secure harbour, capacious enough to contain all

the navies in Christendom. The entrance on one
side is defended by a small fort built above the

town of Porto Venere, which is a very poor place.

Farther in there is a battery of about twenty guns

;

and on the right hand, opposite to Porto Venere, is

a block-house, founded on a rock in the sea. At
the bottom of the bay is the town of Spetia on the

left, and on the right that of Lerici, defended by a
castle of very little strength or consequence. The
whole bay is surrounded with plantations of olives

and oranges, and makes a very delightful appear-

ance. In case of a war, this would be an admirable

station for a British squadron, as it lies so near

Genoa and Leghorn ; and has a double entrance, by
means of which the cruisers could sail in and out

continually, which way soever the wind might
chance to sit. I am sure the fortifications would
give very little disturbance.

At the post-house in Lerici, the accommodation
is intolerable. We were almost poisoned at supper.

I found the place where I was to lie so close and
confined, that I could not breathe in it, and there-

fore lay all night in an outward room upon four

chairs, with a leathern portmanteau for my pillow.

For this entertainment I paid very near a louis-d'or.

Such bad accommodation is the less excusable, as

the fellow has a great deal of business, this being a

great thoroughfare for travellers going into Italy,

or returning from thence.

I might have saved some money by prosecuting

my voyage directly by sea to Leghorn : but, by
this time, we were all heartily tired of the water.

The business then was, to travel by land to Flo-

rence, by the way of Pisa, which is seven posts

distant from Lerici. Those who have not their

own carriage, must either hire chaises to perform
the whole journey, or travel by way of cambiatura,

which is that of changing the chaises every post,

as the custom is in England. In this case the

great inconvenience arises from your being obliged

to shift your baggage every post. The chaise or

calesse of this country is a wretched machine with

two wheels, as uneasy as a common cart, being
indeed no other than what we should call in

England, a very ill-contrived one-horse chair,

narrow, naked, shattered and shabby. For this

vehicle and two horses you pay at the rate of eight

paoli a stage, or four shillings sterling ; and the

postillion expects two paoli for his gratification.

So that every eight miles cost about five shillings,

and four only if you travel in your own carriage, as

in that case you pay no more than at the rate of
three paoli a horse.

About three miles from Lerici, we crossed the

Magra, which appeared as a rivulet almost dry,

and in half a mile farther arrived at Sarzana, a
small town at the extremity of the Genoese ter-

ritories, where we changed horses. Then entering

the principalities of Massa and Carrara, belonging

to the Duke of Modena, we passed Lavenza, which
seems to be a decayed town with a small garrison,

and dined at Massa, which is an agreeable little

town, where the old Duchess of Modena resides.

Notwithstanding all the expedition we could make,

it was dark before we passed the Cerchio, which

is an inconsiderable stream in the neighbourhood

of Pisa, where we arrived about eight in the

evening.

The country from Sarzana to the frontiers of

Tuscany is a narrow plain bounded on the right by
the sea, and on the left by the Appennine moun-
tains. It is well cultivated and enclosed, consist-

ing of meadow ground, corn fields, plantations of

olives ; and the trees that form the hedgerows

serve as so many props to the vines, which are

twisted round them, and continued from one

another. After entering the dominions- of Tus-

cany, we travelled through a noble forest of oak

trees of a considerable extent, which would have

appeared much more agreeable, had we not been

benighted and apprehensive of robbers. The last

post but one in this day' s journey is at the little

town of Spirito Santo, a kind of sea port on the

Mediterranean. The roads are indifferent, and the

accommodation is execrable. I was glad to find

myself housed in a very good inn at Pisa, where I

promised myself a good night's rest, and was not

disappointed. I heartily wish you the same plea-

sure, and am very sincerely yours.

LETTER THE TWENTY-SEVENTH.
Nice, January 28, 1765.

Dear Sir,—Pisa is a fine old city that strikes

you with the same veneration you would feel at

sight of an ancient temple which bears the marks of

decay without being absolutely dilapidated. The
houses are well built, the streets open, straight, and
well paved, the shops well furnished, and the mar-

kets well supplied ; there are some elegant palaces,

particularly that of the grand duke, with a marble

statue of Ferdinand HI. before it. The churches

are built with taste, and tolerably ornamented.

There is a beautiful wharf of freestone on each side

of the river Arno, which runs through the city, and

three bridges thrown over it, of which that in the

middle is of marble, a pretty piece of architecture

;

but the number of inhabitants is very inconsider-

able ; and this very circumstance gives it an air of

majestic solitude, which is far from being unplea-

sant to a man of a contemplative turn of mind ; for

my part, I cannot bear the tumult of a populous

commercial city, and the solitude that reigns in Pisa

would be a strong motive to choose it as a place of

residence ; not that this would be the only induce-

ment for living at Pisa. Here is some good com-
pany, and even a few men of taste and learning.

The people in general are counted sociable and po-

lite, and there is great plenty of provisions at a very

reasonable rate. At some distance from the more
frequented parts of the city, a man may hire a large

house for thirty crowns a-year ; but near the centre

you cannot have good lodgings read}' furnished for

less than a scudo (about five shillings) a day. The
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air in summer is reckoned unwholesome, by the
exhalations arising from stagnant water in the
neighbourhood of the city, which stands in the
midst of a fertile plain, low and marshy

; yet these
marshes have been considerably drained by the new
canal extending from hence to Leghorn. As for the
Arno, it is no longer navigable for vessels of any
burden. The university of Pisa is very much de-
cayed, and except the little business occasioned by
the emperor's galleys, which are built in this town,
I know of no commerce it carries on

; perhaps the
inhabitants live on the produce of the country,
which consists of corn, wine, and cattle. They are
supplied with excellent water for drinking, by an
aqueduct consisting of above five thousand arches,
begun by Cosmo, and finished by Ferdinand I.

grand dukes of Tuscany ; it conveys the water from
the mountains at the distance of five miles. This
noble city, formerly the capital of a flourishing and
powerful republic, which contained above one hun-
dred and fifty thousand inhabitants within its walls,
is now so desolate that grass grows in the open
streets, and the number of its people do not exceed
sixteen thousand.

You need not doubt but I visited the Campanile,
or hanging tower, which is a beautiful cylinder of
eight stories, each adorned with a round of co-
lumns, rising one above another. It stands by the
cathedral, and inclines so far on one side from the
perpendicular, that in dropping a plummet from the
top, which is one hundred and eighty-eight feet
high, it falls sixteen feet from the base. For my
part, I should never have dreamed that this incli-
nation proceeded from any other cause than an ac-
cidental subsidence of the foundation on this side, if
some connoisseurs had not taken great pains to
prove it was done on purpose by the architects.
Any person who has eyes may see that the pillars
on that side are considerably sunk ; and this is the
case with the very threshold of the door by which
you enter. I think it would have been a very pre-
posterous ambition in the architects, to show how
far they could deviate from the perpendicular in this
construction

; because, in that particular, any com-
mon mason could have rivalled them ; and if they
really intended it as a specimen of their art, they
should have shortened the pilasters on that side, so
as to exhibit them entire, without the appearance of
sinking. These leaning towers are not unfrequent
in Italy; there is one at Bologna, another at Venice,
a third betwixt Venice and Ferrara, and a fourth
at Ravenna

; and the inclination in all of them has
been supposed owing to the foundations giving way
on one side only.

In the cathedral, which is a large Gothic pile,
there is a great number of massy pillars of por-
phyry, granite, jasper, and verde antico, together
with some good pictures and statues ; but the great-
est curiosity is that of the brass gates, designed and
executed byJohn ofBologna, representing, embossed
in different compartments, the history of the Old
and New Testament. I was so charmed with this
work, that I could have stood a whole day to ex-
amine and admire it. In the Baptisterium, which
stands opposite to this front, there are some beauti-
ful marbles, particularly the font, and a pulpit, sup-
ported by the statues of different animals.

Between the cathedral and this building, about
one hundred paces on one side, is the famous bury-
ing ground, called Campo Santo, from its being
covered with earth brought from Jerusalem. It is

an oblong square, surrounded by a very high wall,
and always kept shut. Within side there is a spa-
cious corridor round the whole space, which is a
noble walk for a contemplative philosopher. It is
paved chiefly with flat grave-stones ; the walls are
painted in fresco by Ghiotto, Giottino, Stefano,
Bennoti, Buffalmaco, and some others of his cotem-
poraries and disciples who flourished immediately
after the restoration of painting. The subjects are
taken from the Bible. Though the manner is dry,
the drawing incorrect, the design generally lame,
and the colouring unnatural, yet there is merit in
the expression

; and the whole remains as a curious
monument of the efforts made by this noble art im-
mediately after her revival. Here are some decep-
tions in perspective equally ingenious and pleasing,
particularly the figures of certain animals, which
exhibit exactly the same appearance from whatever
different points of view they are seen. One division
of the burying-ground consists of a particular com-
post, which in nine days consumes the dead bodies
to the bones. In all probability it is no other than
common earth mixed with quick-lime. At one cor-
ner of the corridor there are the pictures of three
bodies represented in the three different stages of
putrefaction which they undergo when laid in this
composition. At the end of the three first days the
body is bloated and swelled, and the features are
enlarged and distorted to such a degree, as fills the
spectator with horror. At the sixth day the swel-
ling is subsided, and all the muscular flesh hangs
loosened from the bones ; at the ninth nothing but
the skeleton remains. There is a small neat chapel
at one end of the Campo Santo, with some tombs,
on one of which is a beautiful bust by Buonaroti.
At the other end of the corridor there is a range of
ancient Roman stone coffins, representing on the
sides and covers some excellent pieces in basso-re-
lievo. The hunting of Meleager has been greatly
admired

; but what struck me most was the figure
of a woman lying dead on a tomb-stone, covered
with a piece of thin drapery, so delicately cut, as to

show all the flexures of the attitude, and even all

the swellings and sinuosities of the muscles. In-
stead of stone, it looks like a sheet of wet linen.

For four zechines I hired a return coach and
four from Pisa to Florence. This road, which lies

along the Arno, is very good, and the country is

delightful, variegated with hill and vale, wood and
water, meadows and corn-fields, planted and en-
closed like the counties of Middlesex and Hamp-
shire; with this difference, however, that all the
trees in this track were covered with vines, and the
ripe clusters, black and white, hung down from
every bough in the most luxuriant and romantic
abundance. The vines in this country are not
planted in rows and propped with sticks, as in

France and the county of Nice, but twine around
the hedge-row trees, which they almost quite cover
with their foliage and fruit. The branches of the
vine are extended from tree to tree, exhibiting
beautiful festoons of real leaves, tendrils, and swel-
ling clusters, a foot long

; by this economy the
ground of the enclosure is spared for corn, grass, or
any other production. The trees commonly planted
for the purpose of sustaining the vines, are maple,
elm, and aller, with which last the banks of the
Arno abound. This river, which is very incon-

siderable with respect to the quantity of water,
would be a charming pastoral stream if it was trans-

parent ; but it is always muddy and discoloured.



TRAVELS THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY. 53

About ten or a dozen miles below Florence, tbere

are some marble quarries on the side of it, from
whence the blocks are conveyed in boats, when
there is water enough in the river to float them,

that is, after heavy rains, or the melting of the

snow upon the mountains of Umbria, being part of

the Appennines, from whence it takes its rise.

Florence is a noble city, that still retains all the

marks of a majestic capital, such as piazzas, pa-

laces, fountains, .bridges, statues, and arcades. I

need not tell you, that the churches here are mag-
nificent, and adorned not only with pillars of orien-

tal granite, porphyry, jasper, verde antico, and
other precious stones ; but also with capital pieces

of painting by the most eminent masters. Several
of these churches, however, stand without fronts,

for want of money to complete the plans. It may
also appear superfluous to mention my having
viewed the famous gaUery of antiquities, the chapel
of St. Lorenzo, the palace of Pitti, the Cathedral, the

Baptisterium, the Ponte de Trinita, with its statues,

the triumphal arch, and every thing which is com-
monly visited in this metropolis. But all these ob-

jects having been circumstantially described by
twenty different authors of travels, I shall not

trouble you with a repetition of trite observations.

That part of the city which stands on each side

of the river makes a very elegant appearance, to

which the four bridges and the stone quay between
them contribute in a great measure. I lodged at

the widow Vanini's, an English house, delightfully

situated in this quarter. The landlady, who is her-

self a native of England, we found very obliging.

The lodging-rooms are comfortable, and the enter-

tainment is good and reasonable. There is a consi-

derable number of fashionable people at Florence,

and many of them in good circumstances. They
affect a gaiety in their dress, equipage, and conver-
sation ; but stand very much on their punctilio with

strangers ; and will not, without great reluctance,

admit into their assemblies any lady of another
country whose noblesse is not ascertained by a title.

This reserve is in some measure excusable among
a people who are extremely ignorant of foreign

customs, and who know that in their own country
every person, even the most insignificant, who has
any pretensions to family, either inherits, or assumes
the title of principe conte, or 7narchese.

With all their pride, however, the nobles of

Florence are humble enough to enter into partner-

ship with shopkeepers, and even to sell wine by
retail. It is an undoubted fact, that in every palace

or great house in this city, there is a little window
fronting the street, provided with an iron knocker,
and over it hangs an empty flask, by way of sign-

post. Thither you send your servant to buy a bottle

of wine. He knocks at the little wicket, which is

opened immediately by a domestic, who supplies

him with what he wants, and receives the money
like the waiter of any other cabaret. It is pretty

extraordinary that it should not be deemed a dis-

paragement in a nobleman to sell half a pound of
figs, or a palm of*ribbon or tape, or to take money
for a flask of sour wine ; and yet be counted infa-

mous to match his daughter in the family of a
person who has distinguished himself in any one of
the learned professions.

Though Florence be tolerably populous, there

seems to be very little trade of any kind in it ; but
the inhabitants flatter themselves with the prospect
of reaping great advantage from the residence of

one of the archdukes, for whose reception they are

now repairing the palace of Pitti. I know not

what the revenues of Tuscany may amount to since

the succession of the princes of Lorrain ; but under
the late dukes of the Medici family, they were said

to produce two millions of crowns, equal to five

hundred thousand pounds sterling. These arose

from a very heavy tax upon land and houses, the

portions of maidens, and suits at law, besides the

duties upon traffic, a severe gabelle upon the neces-

saries of life, and a toll upon every eatable entered

into this capital. If we may believe Leti, the

grand duke was then able to raise and maintain an

army of forty thousand infantry, and three thousand

horse ; with twelve galleys, two galleasses, and
twenty ships of war. I question if Tuscany can
maintain at present above one half of such an arma-
ment. He that now commands the emperor's navy,

consisting of a few frigates, is an Englishman,
called Acton, who was heretofore captain of a ship

in our East India Company's service. He has

lately embraced the Catholic religion, and been
created admiral of Tuscany.

There is a tolerable opera in Florence for the

entertainment of the best company, though they

do not seem very attentive to the music. Italy is

certainly the native country of this art ; and yet I

do not find the people in general either more musi-
cally inclined, or better provided with ears than

their neighbours. Here is also a wretched troop of

comedians for the bm-geoise, and lower class of

people. But what seems most to suit the taste of

all ranks is the exhibition of church pageantry. I
had occasion to see a procession, where all the

noblesse of the city attended in their coaches, which
filled the \vhole length of the great street called the

Corso. It was the anniversary of a charitable insti-

tution in favour of poor maidens, a certain number
of whom are portioned every year. About two
hundred of these virgins walked in procession, two
and two together, clothed in violet- coloured wide
gowns, with white veils on their heads, and made a

very classical appearance. They were preceded
and followed by an irregular mob of penitents in

sackcloth, with lighted tapers, and monks carrying

crucifixes, bawling and bellowing the litanies. But
the great object was a figure of the Virgin Mary,
as big as the life, standing within a gilt frame,

dressed in a gold stuff, with a large hoop, a great

quantity of false jewels, her face painted and patched,

and her hair frizzled and curled in the very extre-

mity of the fashion. Very little regard had been
paid to the image of our Saviour on the cross ; but
when his lady -mother appeared on the shoulders of
three or four lusty friars, the whole populace fell

upon their knees in the dirt. This extraordinary-

veneration paid to the Virgin must have been de-
rived originally from the French, who pique them-
selves on their gallantry to the fair sex.

Amidst all the scenery of the Roman Catholic

religion, I have never yet seen any of the spectators

affected at heart, or discovered the least signs of
fanaticism. The very disciplinants, who scourge
themselves in the holy week, are generally peasants,

or parties hired for the purpose. Those of the

confrairies, who have an ambition to distinguish

themselves on such occasions, take care to secure
their backs from the smart by means of secret

armour, either women's boddice or quilted jackets.

The confrairies are fraternities of devotees, who
enlist themselves under the banners of particular

3c
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saints. On days of procession they appear in a
body, dressed as penitents and masked, and dis-
tinguished by crosses on their habits. There is

scarce an individual, whether noble or plebeian,
who does not belong to one of these associations,
which may be compared to the Freemasons, Gre-
goreans, and Antigallicans of England.

Just without one of the gates of Florence, there
is a triumphal arch erected on occasion of the late

emperor's making his public entry, when he suc-
ceeded to the dukedom of Tuscany ; and here, in
the summer evenings, the quality resort to take- the
air in their coaches. Every carriage stops, and
forms a little separate conversazione. The ladies
sit within, and the cicisbei stand on the foot-boards,
on each side of the coach, entertaining them with
their discourse. It would be no unpleasant inquiry
to trace this sort of gallantry to its original, and
investigate all its progress. The Italians, having
been accused of jealousy, were resolved to wipe off

the reproach, and, seeking to avoid it for the future,
have run into the other extreme. I know it is

generally supposed that the custom of choosing
cicisbei was calculated to prevent the extinction of
families, which would otherwise often happen in
consequence of marriages founded upon interest,

without any mutual affection in the contracting
parties. How far this political consideration may
have weighed against the jealous and vindictive
temper of the Italians, I will not pretend to judge

;

but certain it is, every married lady in this country-
has her cicisbeo, or serviente, who attends her every
where, and on all occasions ; and upon whose pre-
vileges the husband dare not encroach, without in-
curring the censure and ridicule of the whole com-
munity. For my part I would rather be condemned
for life to the galleys than exercise the office of a
cicisbeo, exposed to the intolerable caprices and
dangerous resentment of an Italian virago. I pri-
tend not to judge of the national character from my
own observation ; but if the portraits drawn by
Goldoni in his comedies are taken from nature, I
would not hesitate to pronounce the Italian women
the most haughty, insolent, capricious, and revenge-
ful females on the face of the earth. Indeed, their
resentments are so cruelly implacable, and contain
such a mixture of perfidy, that, in my opinion, they
are very unfit subjects for comedy, whose province
it is rather to ridicule folly than to stigmatize such
atrocious vice.

You have often heard it said, that the purity of
the Italian is to be found in the Lingua Toscana and
Bocca Romana. Certain it is, the pronunciation of
the Tuscans is disagreeably guttural. The letters

C and G they pronounce with an asperation, which
hurts the ear of an Englishman ; and is, I think,
rather rougher than that of the X in Spanish. It

sounds as if the speaker had lost his palate. I
really imagined the first man I heard speak in Pisa
had met with that misfortune in the course of his

amours.

One of the greatest curiosities you meet with in

Italy, is the Improvisatore ; such is the name given
to certain individuals, who have the surprising
talent of reciting verses extempore on any subject
you propose. Mr. Corvesi, my landlord, has a son,
a Franciscan friar, who is a great genius in this way.
When the subject is given, his brother tunes his
violin to accompany him, and he begins to rehearse
in recitative, with wonderful fluency and precision.
Thus, he will, at a minute's warning, recite two or

three hundred verses, well turned, and well adapted,
and generally mingled with an elegant compliment to
the company. The Italians are so fond of poetrv,
that many of them have the best part of Ariosto,
Tasso, and Petrarch, by heart ; and these are the
great sources from which the improvisatori draw
their rhymes, cadence, and turns of expression.
But, lest you should think there is neither rhyme nor
reason;in protracting this tedious epistle, I shall con-
clude it with the old burden of my song, that I am
always, Your affectionate humble servant.

LETTER THE TWENTY-EIGHTH.
Nice, February 5, 1675.

Dear Sir,—Your entertaining letter of the fifth

of last month was a very charitable and a very agree-
able donation ; but your suspicion is groundless.
I assure you, upon my honour, I have no share
whatever in any of the disputes which agitate the
public ; nor do I know any thing of your political

transactions, except what I casually see in one of
your newspapers, with the perusal of which I am
sometimes favoured by our consul at Ville Franche.
You insist upon my being more particular in my
remarks on what I saw at Florence, and I shall obey
the injuction. The famous gallery which contains
the antiquities, is the third story of a noble stone
edifice, built in the form of the Greek IT, the upper
part fronting the river Arno, and one of the legs
adjoining to the ducal palace, where the courts of
justice are held. As the house of Medici had for
some centuries resided in the palace of Pitti, situated
on the other side of the river, a full mile from these
tribunals, the architect Vasari, who planned the
new edifice, at the same time contrived a corridor,
or covered passage, extending from the palace of
Pitti, along one of the bridges, to the gallery of
curiosities, through which the grand duke passed
unseen, when he was disposed either to amuse
himself with his antiquities, or to assist at his courts
of judicature. But there is nothing very extraor-
dinary either in the contrivance or execution of
this corridor.

If I resided in Florence, I would give something
extraordinary for permission to walk every day in

the gallery, which I should much prefer to the
Lycaeum, the groves of Academus, or any porch or
philosophical alley in Athens or in Rome. Here,
by viewing the statues and busts ranged on each
side, I should become acquainted with the faces of
all the remarkable personages, male and female, of
antiquity, and even be able to trace their different

characters from the expression of their features.

This collection is a most excellent commentary
upon the Roman historians, particularly Suetonius
and Dion Cassius. There was one circumstance
that struck me in viewing the busts of Caracalla,

both here and in the Capitol at Rome ; that was a
certain ferocity in the eyes, which seem to contra-
dict the sweetness of the other features, and re-

markably justified the epithet Caracuyl, by which
he was distinguished by the ancient inhabitants of
North Britain. In the language of the highlanders
Caracuyl signifies cruel eye, as we are given to

understand by the ingenious editor of Fingal, who
seems to think that Caracalla is no other than the

Celtic word, adapted to the pronunciation of the

Romans ; but the truth is, Caracalla was the name
of a Gaulish vestment which this prince affected

to wear ; and hence he derived that surname. The
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Caracuyl of the Britons is the same as the viroSpa

IZcov of the Greeks, which Homer has so often ap-

plied to his scolding heroes. I like the Baccha-
nalian, chiefly for the fine drapery. The wind,

occasioned by her motion, seems to have swelled

and raised it from the parts of the bod}" which it

covers. There is another gay Bacchanalian, in

the attitude of dancing, crowned with ivy, holding

in her right hand a bunch of grapes, and in her left

the thyrsus. The head of the celebrated Flora is

very beautiful. The group of Cupid and Pysche,
however, did not give me all the pleasure I ex-

pected from it.

Of all the marbles that appear in the open gal-

lery, the following are those I most admire. Leda
with the Swan ; as for Jupiter, in this transforma-

tion, he has much the appearance of a goose. I

have not seen anything tamer ; but the sculptor

has admirably shown his art in representing Leda's

hand partly hid among the feathers, which are so

lightly touched off, that the very shape of the

fingers are seen underneath. The statue of a youth,

supposed to be Ganymede, is compared by the

connoisseurs to the celebrated Venus, and, as far as

lean judge, not without reason; it is, however,
rather agreeable than striking, and will please a
connoisseur much more than a common spectator.

I know not whether it is my regard to the faculty

that enhances the value of the noted .ZEsculapius,

who appears with a venerable beard of delicate

workmanship. He is larger than the life, clothed

in a magnificent pallium, his left arm resting on a
knotted staff, round which the snake is twined,

according to Ovid

:

Hunc modo serpentem baculum qui nexibus ambit
Perspice

He has in his hand the fascia herbarum, and the

ci-epidce on his feet. There is a wild boar repre-

sented lying on one side, which 1 admire as a

masterpiece. The savageness of his appearance is

finely contrasted with the ease and indolence of the

attitude. Were I to meet with a living boar lying

with the same expression, I should be tempted to

stroke his bristles. Here is an elegant bust of

Antinous, the favourite of Adrian ; and a beautifid

head of Alexander the Great, turned on one side,

with an expression of languishment and anxiety in

his countenance. The virtuosi are not agreed about
the circumstance in which he is represented

;

whether fainting with the loss of blood which he
suffered in his adventure at Oxydrace ; or languish-

ing with the fever contracted by bathing in the

Cydnus ; or finally, complaining to his father Jove
that there were no other worlds for him to conquer.

The kneeling Narcissus is a striking figure, and the

expression admirable. The two Bacchi are per-

fectly well executed, but, to my shame be it spoken,

I prefer to the antique that which is the work of

Michael Angelo Buonaroti, concerning which the

story is told which you well know. The artist

having been blamed by some pretended connois-

seurs, for not imitating the manner of the ancients,

is said to have privately finished this Bacchus, and
buried it, after having broke off an arm, which he
kept as a voucher. This statue, being dug up by
accident, was allowed, by the best judges, to be a
perfect antique

;
upon which Buonaroti produced

the arm, and claimed his own work. Signior
Bianchi, the keeper of this museum, looks upon
this as a fable, but owns that Vasari tells such
another of a child cut in marble by the same artist.

which being carried to Rome, and kept for some
time under ground, was dug up as an antique, and
sold for a great deal of money. I was likewise at-

tracted by the Morpheus in touchstone, which is

described by Addison, who, by the by, notwith-

standing all his taste, has been convicted by Bi-

anchi of several gross blunders in his account of this

gallery. With respect to the famous Venus Pontia,

commonly called de Medicis, which was found at

Tivoli, and is kept in a separate apartment called

the Tribuna, I believe I ought to be entirely silent,

or at least conceal my real sentiments, which will

otherwise appear equally absurd and presumptuous.
It must be want of taste that prevents my feeling

that enthusiastic admiration with which others are

inspired at sight of this statue, a statue which in

reputation equals that of Cupid by Praxiteles,

which brought such a concourse of strangers of

old to the little town of Thespia?. I cannot help

thinking that there is no beauty in the features of

Venus, and that the attitude is awkward and out of

character. It is a bad plea to urge, that the ancients

and we differ in the ideas of beauty. We know the

contrary from their medals, busts, and historians.

Without all doubt the limbs and proportions of this

statue are elegantly formed, and accurately designed,

according to the nicest rules of symmetry and pro-

portion ; and the back parts especially are executed

so happily, as to excite the admiration of the most
indifferent spectator. One cannot help thinking it

is the very Venus of Cnidos by Praxiteles, which
Lucian describes. "Hercle quanta dorsi concin-

nitas ? ut exuberantes lumbi amplexantes manus
implent ! quani scite circumducts; clunium pulpe in

se rotundantur, neque tenues nimis ipsis ossibus ad-

strictse, neque in immensam effussse pinguedinem
!

"

That the statue thus described was not the Venus
de Medicis, would appear from the Greek inscrip-

tion on the base, KAEOMENH2 AnOAAOAflPOT
A0HNAIO2 EnnEZEN, Cleomenes filius Apollodori

fecit; did we not know that this inscription is

counted spurious, and that, instead of EltnEZEN,
it should be EFIOIHZE. This, however, is but a
frivolous objection, as we have seen many inscrip-

tions undoubtedly antique, in which the orthography
is false, either from the ignorance or carelessness of

the sculptor. Others suppose, not without reason,

that this statue is a representation of the famous
Phryne, the courtesan of Athens, who, at the cele-

bration of the Eleusinian games, exhibited herself

coming out of the bath, naked, to the eyes of the

whole Athenian people. I was much pleased with

the dancing Fawn, and still better with the Lotti,

or wrestlers, the attitudes of which are beautifully

contrived, to show the different turns of the limbs,

and the swelling of the muscles ; but what pleased

me best of all the statues in the Tribuna was the

Arrotino, commonly called the Whetter, and gene-
rally supposed to represent a slave, who, in the act

of whetting a knife, overhears the conspiracy of

Catiline. You know he is represented on one
knee, and certain it is, I never saw such an ex-
pression of anxious attention as appears in his

countenance. But it is not mingled with any
marks of surprise, such as could not fail to lay

hold on a man who overhears by accident a con-
spiracy against the state. The Marquis de Maffei
has justly observed, that Sallust, in his very cir-

cumstantial detail of that conspiracy, makes no
mention of any such discovery. Neither does it

appear that the figure is in the act of whetting, the

3 c 2
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stone which he holds in one hand being rough and
unequal, no ways resembling a whetstone. Others
allege, it represents Milico, the freedman of Scse-
vinus, who conspired against the life of Nero, and
gave his poniard to be whetted to Milico, who pre-
sented it to the emperor, with an account of the
conspiracy

; but the attitude and expression will by
no means admit of this interpretation. Signor'e
Bianchi, who is himself a learned and judicious
antiquarian, thinks the statue represents the augur
Attius Navius, who cut a stone with a knife, at the
command of Tarquinius Priscus. This conjecture
seems to be confirmed by a medallion of Antoninus
Pius, inserted by Vaillant among his Numismata
Prastantiora, on which is delineated nearly such a
figure as this in question, with the following lesend,
" Attius Navius genuflexus ante Tarquinium Pris-
cum cotem cultro discidit." He owns, indeed, that
in the statue, the augur is not distinguished either
by his habit or emblems, and he might have added,
neither is the stone a cotes. For my own part, I
think neither of these three opinions is satisfactory,
though the last is very ingenious. Perhaps the
figure alludes to a private incident, which never
was recorded in any history. Among the great
number of pictures" in this Tribuna I was most
charmed with the Venus by Titian, which has a
sweetness of expression, and tenderness of colour-
ing, not to be described. In this apartment they
reckon three hundred pieces, the greatest part by
the best masters, particularly by Raphael, in the
three manners by which he distinguished himself
at different periods of his life. As for the cele-
brated statue of the hermaphrodite, which we findm another room, I give the sculptor credit for his
ingenuity in mingling the sexes in the composition,
but it is at best no other than a monster in nature,
which I never had any pleasure in viewing, nor
indeed do I think there was much talent required
in representing a figure with the head and breasts
of a woman, and all the other parts of the body
masculine. There is such a profusion of curiosities
in this celebrated museum, statues, busts, pictures,
medals, tables inlaid in the way of marquetry,
cabinets adorned with precious stones, jewels of a'll

sorts, mathematical instruments, ancient arms and
military machines, that the imagination is bewil-
dered

; and a stranger of a visionarv turn would
be apt to fancy himself in a palace of the fairies,
raised and adorned by the power of enchantment.

In one of the detached apartments, I saw the
antependium of the altar, designed for the famous
chapel of St. Lorenzo. It is a curious piece of
architecture, inlaid with coloured marble and pre-
cious stones, so as to represent an infinite variety
of natural objects. It is adorned with some crystal
pillars, with capitals of beaten gold. The second
story of the building is occupied by a great num-
ber of artists employed in this very curious work
of marquetry, representing figures with gems and
different kinds of coloured marble, for the use of
the emperor. The Italians call it pietre commesse,
a sort of inlaying with stones, analogous to the
fineermg of cabinets in wood. It is peculiar to
Florence, and seems to be still more curious than
the Mosaic work, which the Romans have brought
to great perfection.
The cathedral of Florence is a great Gothic

building, incrusted on the outside with marble ; it
is remarkable for nothing but its cupola, which is
said to have been copied bv the architect of St.

Peter's at Rome, and for its size, which is much
greater than that of any other church in Christen-
dom. The baptistry, which stands by it, was an
ancient temple, said to be dedicated to Mars. There
are some good statues of marble within ; and one
or two of bronze on the outside of the doors ; but
it is chiefly celebrated for the embossed work of its
brass gates, by Lorenzo Giberti, which Buonaroti
used to say, deserved to be made the gates of Para-
dise. I viewed them with pleasure. But still I
retained a greater veneration for those of Pisa,
which I had first admired; a preference which
either arises from want of taste, or from the charm
of novelty, by which the former were recommended
to my attention. Those who would have a par-
ticular detail of every thing worth seeing at Flo-
rence, comprehending churches, libraries, palaces,
tombs, statues, pictures, fountains, bridges, &c,
may consult Keysler, who is so laboriously cir-
cumstantial in his descriptions, that I never could
peruse them, without suffering the headache, and
recollecting the old observation, that the German
genius lies more in the back than in the brain.

I was much disappointed in the chapel of St.
Lorenzo. Notwithstanding the great profusion of
granite, porphyry, jasper, verde antico, lapis-lazuli,
and other precious stones, representing figures in
the way of marquetry, I think the whole has a
gloomy effect These pietre commesse are better
calculated for cabinets than for ornaments to great
buildings, which ought to be large masses propor-
tioned to the greatness of the edifice. The com-
partments are so small, that they produce no effect
in giving the first impression when one enters the
place; except to give an air of littleness to the
whole, just as if a grand saloon was covered with
pictures painted in miniature. If they have as
little regard to proportion and perspective, when
they paint the dome, which is not yet finished, this
chapel will, in my opinion, remain a monument of
ill taste and extravagance.
The court of the palace of Pitti is formed by

three sides of an elegant square, with arcades all
round, like the palace of Holyroodhouse at Edin-
burgh

; and the rustic work, which constitutes the
lower part of the building, gives it an air of strength
and magnificence. In this court, there is a fine
fountain, in which the water trickles down from
above

;
and here is also an admirable antique statue

of Hercules, inscribed ATSinnOT EPrON, the work
of Lysippus.
The apartments ofthis palace are generally small,

and many of them dark. Among the paintings,
the most remarkable is the Madonna de la Seg-
giola, by Raphael, counted one of the best coloured
pieces of that great master. If I was allowed to
find fault with the performance, I should pronounce
it defective in dignity and sentiment. It is the ex-
pression of a peasant rather than of the mother of
God. She exhibits the fondness and joy of a young
woman towards her first-born son, without that
rapture of admiration which we expect to find in
the Virgin Mary, while she contemplates, in the
fruit of her own womb, the Saviour of mankind.
In other respects, it is a fine figure, gay, agreeable,
and even expressive of maternal tenderness ; and
the bambino is extremely beautiful. There was an
English painter employed in copying this picture,
and what he had done was executed with great
success. I am one of those who think it very pos-
sible to imitate the best pieces in such a manner
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that even the connoisseurs shall not be able to dis-

tinguish the original from the copy. After all, I

do "not set up for a judge in these matters, and very-

likely I may incur the ridicule of the virtuosi for

the remarks I have made. But I am used to speak

my mind freely on all subjects that fall under the

cognizance of my senses ;
though I must as freely

own, there is something more than common sense

required to discover and distinguish the more deli-

cate beauties of painting. I can safely say, how-
ever, that, without any daubing at all, I am very

sincerely, Your affectionate humble servant.

LETTER THE TWENTY-NINTH.
Nice, Feb. 20, 1765.

Dear Sir,—Having seen all the curiosities of Flo-

rence, and hired a good travelling coach for seven

weeks, at the price of seven zequines, something

less than three guineas and a half, we set out post

for Rome, by the way of Sienna, where we lay the

first night. The country through which we passed

is mountainous, but agreeable. Of Sienna I can

say nothing from my own observation, but that we
were indifferently lodged in a house that stunk

like a privy, and fared wretchedly at supper. The
city is large and -well built. The inhabitants

pique themselves upon their politeness, and the

purity of their dialect. Certain it is, some strangers

reside in this place on purpose to learn the best

pronunciation of the Italian tongue. The Mosaic
pavement of their duomo, or cathedral, has been
much admired ; as well as the history of -<Eneas

Sylvias, afterwards Pope Pius II., painted on the

walls of the library, partly by Pietro Perugino, and
partly by his pupil Raphael D'Urbino.
Next day at Buon Convento, where the Emperor

Henry VII. was poisoned by a friar with the sacra-

mental wafer, I refused to give money to the hostler,

who, in revenge, put two young unbroken stone-

horses in the traces next to the coach, which be-

came so unruly, that, before we had gone a quarter

of a mile, they and the postillion were rolling in

the dust. In this sitnation they made such efforts

to disengage themselves, and kicked with such vio-

lence, that I imagined the carriage and all our
trunks would have been beaten in pieces. We leaped

out of the coach, however, without sustaining any
personal damage, except the fright ; nor was any
hurt done to the vehicle. But the horses were ter-

ribly bruised, and almost strangled, before they

could be disengaged. Exasperated at the villany

of the hostler, I resolved to make a complaint to

the magistrate of the place, who is called uffiziale.

I found him wrapped in an old, greasy, ragged
great coat, sitting in a wretched apartment, with-

out either glass, paper, or boards in the windows

;

and there was no sort of furniture but a couple of
broken chairs, and a miserable truckle bed. He
looked pale, meagre, and haggard, and had more
the air of a half-starved prisoner than of a magis-
trate. Having heard my complaint, he came forth

into a kind of outward room or belfrey, and rung a

great bell with his own hand. In consequence of
this signal, the postmaster came up stairs, and I

suppose he was the first man in the place, for the

uffiziale stood before him cap in-hand, and, with
great marks of humble respect, repeated the com-
plaint I had made. This man assured me, with an air

of conscious importance, that he himself had ordered
the hostler to supply me with those very horses, which

were the best in his stable ; and that the misfortune

which happened was owing to the misconduct of the

fore postillion, who did not keep the fore horses to

a proper speed proportioned to the mettle of the

other two. As he took the affair upon himself, and
I perceived had an ascendency over the magistrate,

I contented myself with saying, I was certain the

two horses had been put to the coach on purpose,

either to hurt or frighten us ; and that, since I

could not have justice here, I would make a formal

complaint to the British minister at Florence. In

passing through the street to the coach, which was
by this time furnished with fresh horses, I met the

hostler, and would have caned him heartily ; but,

perceiving my intention, he took to his heels and
vanished. Of all the people I have ever seen, the

hostlers, postillions, and other fellows hanging

about the post-houses in Italy, are the most greedy,

impertinent, and provoking. Happy are those tra-

vellers who have phlegm enough to disregard their

insolence and importunity. For this is not so dis-

agreeable as their revenge is dangerous. An English

gentleman at Florence told me, that one of those

fellows, whom he had struck for his impertinence,

flew at him with a long knife, and he could hardly

keep him at sword's point. All of them wear such

knives, and are very apt to use them on the slightest

provocation. But their open attacks are not so

formidable as their premeditated schemes of re-

venge ; in prosecution of which the Italians are

equally treacherous and cruel.

This night we passed at a place called Eadico-

fani, a village and fort, situated on the top of a
very high mountain. The inn stands still lower
than the town. It was built at the expense of the

last grand duke of Tuscany ; is very large, very
cold, and uncomfortable. One would imagine it

was contrived for coolness, though situated so high,

that even in the midst of summer, a traveller would
be glad to have a fire in his chamber. But few or

none of them have fire-places, and there is not a
bed with curtains or tester in the house. All the

adjacent country is naked and barren. On the

third day, we entered the Pope's territories, some
parts of which are delightful. Having passed Aqua
Pendente, a beggarly town, situated on the top of

a rock, from whence there is a romantic cascade

of water, which gives it the name, we travelled

along the side of the lake Bolsena, a beautiful piece

of water about thirty miles in circuit, with two
islands in the middle, the banks covered with noble
plantations of oak and cypress. The to^n of Bol-
sena standing near the ruins of the ancient Volsi-

nium, which was the birth-place of Sejanus, is a
paltry village ; and Montefiascone, famous for its

wine, is a poor decayed town in this neighbourhood,
situated on the side of a hill, which, according to

the author of the Grand Tour, the only directory
I had along with me, is supposed to be the Soracte
of the ancients. If we may believe Horace, Soracte
was visible from Rome

;
for, in his ninth ode,

addressed to Thaliarchus, he says,

Vides, ut alta stet nive candidum
Soracte

hut, in order to see Montefiascone, his eye-sight
must have penetrated through the Mons Cyminus,
at the foot of which stands the city of Viterbo.
Pliny tell us, that Soracte was not fa- from Rome,
lwud procul ab urbe Roma; but Montefiascone is

fifty miles from this city. And Desprez, in his
notes upon Horace, says it is now called Mente S.
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Oreste. Addison tells us he passed by it in the
Campania. I could not, without indignation, reflect
upon the bigotry of Mathilda, who gave this fine
country to the see of Home, under the dominion of
which no country was ever known to prosper.
About half way between Montefiascone and

Viterbo one of our fore wheels flew off, together
with a large splinter of the axle-tree. And if one
of the postillions had not by great accident been a
remarkably ingenious fellow, we should have been
put to the greatest inconvenience, as there was no
town, or even house, within several miles. I men-
tion this circumstance by way of warning to other
travellers, that they may provide themselves with
a hammer and nails, a spare iron-pin or two a
large knife, and bladder of grease, to be used occa-
sionally in case of such misfortune.
The mountain of Viterbo is covered with beauti-

ful plantations and villas belonging to the Roman
nobility, who come hither to make the villeqiatura
in summer. Of the city of Viterbo I shall say
nothing but that it is the capital of that country
which Mathilda gave to the Roman see. The place
is well built, adorned with public fountains, and a
great number of churches and convents; yet far
from being populous, the whole number of inha-
bitants not exceeding fifteen thousand. The post-
house is one of the worst inns I ever entered.

After having passed this mountain, the Cymhras
of the ancients, we skirted part of the lake, which
is now called De Vico, and whose banks afford the
most agreeable rural prospects of hill and vale
wood, glade, and water, shade and sunshine. A
few other very inconsiderable places we passed, and
descended into the Campania of Rome, which is
almost a desert. The view of this country, in its
present situation, cannot but produce emotions of
pity and indignation in the mind of every personwho retains any idea of its ancient cultivation and
lerti ity. It is nothing but a naked, withered down
desolate and dreary, almost without enclosure, corn
tie d hedge, tree, shrub, house, hut, or habitation :

exhibiting here and there the ruins of an ancient
castellum, tomb, or temple, and in some places the
remains of a Roman via. I heard much of these
ancient works, and was greatly disappointed when
I saw them. The Via Cassia, or Cymina, is paved
with broad, solid, flint stones, which must have
greatly incommoded the feet of horses that travelled
upon it as well as endangered the lives of the
riders, from the slipperiness of the pavement,
besides, it is so narrow, that two modern carriages
could not pass one another upon it, without the
most imminent hazard of being overturned I am
still of opinion that we excel the ancient Romansm understanding the conveniences of life.
The Grand Tour says, that within four miles of

JSome you see a tomb on the road side, said to be
mat of A ero, with sculpture in basso-relievo at both
ends. I did see such a thing, more like a common
grave-stone than the tomb of an emperor. But we
are informed by Suetonius, that the dead body of
Aero who slew himself at the villa of his freedman
was, by the care of his two nurses, and his con-
cubine Atta, removed to the sepulchre of the Gens
JJomitia, immediately within the Porta del Popolo,on your left hand as you enter Rome, precisely onthe spot where now stands the church of S. Maria
uei x opolo. His tomb was even distinguished byan epitaph which has been preserved by Groterus.Giacomo AJbenci tells us very gravely in his
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History of the Church, that a great number of
devils, who guarded the bones of this wicked em-
peror, took possession, in the shape of black ravens
of a walnut-tree, which grew upon the spot; fromwhence they insulted every passenger, until Pope
i'haschal II. in consequence of a solemn fast and a
revelation, went thither in procession with his court
and cardinals, cut down the tree, burned it to ashes
which, with the bones of Nero, were thrown into
the liber. Then he consecrated an altar on the
place, where afterwards the church was built Youmay guess what I felt at first sight of the city ofRome, which, notwithstanding all the calamities it
lias undergone, still maintains an august and im-
perial appearance. It stands on the farther side of
the liber, which we crossed at the Ponte Molle
formerly called Pons Milvius, about two miles front
the gate by which we entered. This bridge was
built by iEmihus Censor, whose name it originally
bore. It was the road by which so many heroes
returned with conquest to their country; by which
so many kings were led captive to Rome; and by
which the amDassadors of so many kingdoms and
states approached the seat of empire, to deprecate
the wrath, to solicit the friendship, or sue for the
protection of the Roman people. It is likewise
famous for the defeat and death of Maxentius, who
was here overcome by Constantine the Great The
space between the bridge and Portal del Popolo, on
the right hand, which is now taken up with gardens
and villas, was part of the ancient Campus Martius
where the comma were held ; and where the Roman
people inured themselves to all manner of exercises
It was adorned with porticos, temples, theatres'
baths, circi, basilica;, obelisks, columns, statues
and groves. Authors differ in their opinions about
the extent of it; but as they all agree that it con-
tained the Pantheon, the Circus Agonis, now the
1 iazza Navona,theBustum and Mausoleum Augusti- ^„„yulvulllllUg UStl)
reat part of the modern city must be built upon

the ancient Campus Martius. The highway that
leads from the bridge to the city, is part of the
Via Ilamima, which extended as far as Rimini-
and is well paved, like a modern street. Nothing
of the ancient bridge remains but the piles; nor is
there any thing m the structure of this, or of the
other five Roman bridges over the Tiber, that
deserves attention. I have not seen any bridge in
France or Italy comparable to that of Westminster,
either in beauty, magnificence, or solidity; and
when the bridge at Plackfriars is finished, it will
be such a monument of architecture as all the
world cannot parallel. As for the Tiber, it is, in
comparison with the Thames, no more than an in-
considerable stream, foul, deep, and rapid

; navigable
by small boats, barks, and lighters; and. for the
conveniency of loading and unloading them, there
is a handsome quay by the new custom-house, at
the Porto di Ripetta, provided with stairs on each
side, and adorned with an elegant fountain, that
yields abundance of excellent water.
We are told that the bed of this river has been

considerably raised by the rubbish of old Rome

;

and this is the reason usually given for its being so
apt to overflow its banks. A citizen of Rome told
me, that a friend of his, lately digging to lay the
foundation of a new house in the lower part of the
city, near the bank of the river, discovered the
pavement of an ancient street, at the depth of
thirty-nine feet from the present surface of the
earth. He therefore concluded that modern Rome
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is near forty feet higher in this place than the site

of the ancient city, and that the bed of the river is

raised in proportion ; but this is altogether in-

credible. Had the bed of the Tiber been anciently

forty feet lower at Rome than it is at present, there

must have been a fall or cataract in it immediately

above this track, as it is not pretended that the

bed of it is raised in any part above the city, other-

wise such an elevation would have obstructed its

course, and then it would have overflowed the

whole Campania. There is nothing extraordinary

in its present overflowings. They frequently hap-

pened of old, and did great mischief to the ancient

city. Appian, Dio, and other historians, describe

an inundation of the Tiber, immediately after the

death of Julius Caesar; which inundation was occa-

sioned by the sudden melting of a great quantity

of snow which had fallen upon the Appennines.
This calamity is recorded by Horace in bis ode to

Augustus.
Vidimus flavum Tiberim retortis

Littore Etrusco violenter undis,

Ire dejectum monumenta regis,

Templaque Vestas

:

Ilia? dum se nimium querent!
Jactat ultorem ; vagus et sinistra

Labitur ripa. Jove lion probante,
Uxorius amnis.

Livy expressly says, " Ita abundavit Tiberis, ut

Ludi Appollinares, circo inundato, extra portam
Colllnam ad cedent Erycine Veneris parati suit"—
To this custom of transferring the Ludi Appolli-

nares to another place where the Tiber had over-

flowed the Circus Maximus, Ovid alludes in his

Fasti

:

Altera gramineo spectabis equiria campo
Quern Tiberis curvis in latus urget aquis.

Qui taraen ejecta si sorte tenebitur unda,
Caelius accipiet pulverulentus equos.

The Porta del Popolo (formerly Flaminia,) by
which we entered Rome, is an elegant piece of ar-

chitecture, adorned with marble columns and statues,

and executed after the design of Buonaroti. Within
side you find yourself in a noble piazza, from
whence three of the principal streets of Rome are

detached. It is adorned with the famous Egyptian
obelisk, brought hither from the Circus Maximus,
and set up by the architect Dominico Fontana, in

the pontificate of Sixtus V. Here is likewise a

beautiful fountain designed by the same artist ; and
at the beginning of the two principal streets are

two very elegant churches fronting each other.

Such an august entrance cannot fail to impress the

stranger with a sublime idea of this venerable city.

Having given our names at the gate, we repaired

to the dogana, or custom-house, where our trunks

and carriage were searched ; and here we were
surrounded by a number of servitori de piazzi,

offering their services with the most disagreeable

importunity. Though I told them several times

I had no occasion for any, three of them took pos-

session of the coach, one mounting before and two
of them behind ; and thus we proceeded to the

Piazza d'Espagna, where the person lived to whose
house I was directed. Strangers that come to Rome
seldom put up at public inns, but go directly to

lodging houses, of which there is great plenty in

this quarter. The Piazza d'Espagna is open, airy,

and pleasantly situated in a high part of the city

immediately under the Colla Pinciana, and adorned
with two fine fountains. Here most of the English

reside. The apartments are generally commodious

and well furnished ; and the lodgers are well sup-

plied with provisions and all necessaries of life.

But, if I studied economy, I would choose another

part of the town than the Piazza d'Espagna, which
is besides at a great distance from the antiquities.

For a decent first floor and two bed-chambers on
the second, I paid no more than a scudo (five shil-

lings) per day. Our table was plentifully furnished

by the landlord for two-and-thirty pauls, being

equal to sixteen shillings. I hired a town-coach at

the rate of fourteen pauls, or seven shillings a-day

;

and a servitore di piazza for three pauls, or eighteen-

pence. The coachman has also an allowance 01

two pauls a-day. The provisions at Rome are

reasonable and good, especially the vitella mongana,
which is the most delicate veal I ever tasted, but

very dear, being sold for two pauls, or a shilling

the pound. Here are the rich wines of Montepul-
ciano, Montefiascone, and Monte di Dragone ; but

what we commonly drink at meals is that of Orvieto,

a small white wine of an agreeable flavour. Stran-

gers are generally advised to employ an antiquarian

to instruct them in all the curiosities of Rome ; and
this is a necessary expense, when a person wants
to become a connoisseur in painting, statuary, and
architecture. For my own part, I had no such
ambition. I longed to view the remains of antiquity

by which this metropolis is distinguished ; and to

contemplate the originals of many pictures and
statues, which I had admired in prints and descrip-

tions. I therefore chose a servant, who was re-

commended to me as a sober intelligent fellow,

acquainted with these matters. At the same time

I furnished myself with maps and plans of ancient

and modern Rome, together with the little manual,
called. Itinerario istruttivo per reirovaire confacilita

tutte le magnificenze di Roma e di alcune citta', e cas-

telli snburbani. But I found still more satisfaction

in purusing the book in three volumes, intituled,

Roma Antica e Moderna, which contains a descrip-

tion of every thing remarkable in and about the

city, illustrated with a great number of copper-

plates, and many curious historical annotations.

This directory cost me a zequine ; but a hundred
zequines will not purchase all the books and prints

which have been published at Rome on these sub-

jects. Of these the most celebrated are the plates

of Piranesi, who is not only an ingenious architect

and engraver, but also a learned antiquarian, though
he is apt to run riot in his conjectures ; and with
regard to the arts of ancient Rome, has broached
some doctrines, which he will find it very difficult

to maintain. Our young gentlemen who go to

Rome will do well to be upon their guard against

a set of sharpers (some of them of our own
country,) who deal in pictures and antiques, and
very often impose upon the uninformed stranger

by selling him trash, as the productions of the most
celebrated artists. The English are more than any
other foreigners exposed to this imposition. They
are supposed to have more money to throw away

;

and therefore a greater number of snares are laid

for them. This opinion of their superior wealth
they take a pride in confirming, by launching out
in all manner of unnecessary expense. But what
is still more dangerous, the moment they set foot

in Italy, they are seized with the ambition of be-
coming connoisseurs in painting, music, statuary,
and architecture ; and the adventurers of this coun-
try do not fail to flatter this weakness for their own
advantage. I have seen in different parts of Italy,



760 TRAVELS THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY.

a number of raw boys, wbom Britain seemed to
have poured forth on purpose to bring her national
character into contempt. Ignorant, petulant, rash,
and profligate, -without any knowledge or experi-
ence of their own, without any director to improve
their understanding, or superintend their conduct.
One engages in play with an infamous gamester,
and is stripped, perhaps, in the very first party

:

another is poxed and pillaged by an antiquated
cantatrice. A third is bubbled by a knavish anti-
quarian ; and a fourth is laid under contribution
by a dealer in pictures. Some turn fiddlers, and
pretend to compose. But all of them talk familiarly
of the arts, and return finished connoisseurs and
coxcombs to their own country. The most re-
markable phenomenon of this kind which I have
seen, is a boy of seventy-two, now actually travel-
ling through Italy, for improvement, under the
auspices of another boy of twenty-two. When
you arrive at Rome, you receive cards from all

your countryfolks in that city. They expect to
have the visit returned next day, when they give
orders not to be at home ; and you never speak to
one another in the sequel. This is a refinement
in hospitality and politeness which the English
have invented by the strength of their own genius,
without any assistance either from France, Ital v, or
Lapland. No Englishman above the degree "of a
painter or cicerone frequents any coffee-house at
Rome

; and as there are no public diversions except
in carnival time, the only chance you have for
seeing your compatriots, is either in visiting the curi-
osities, or at a conversazione. The Italians are very
scrupulous in admitting foreigners, except those who
are introduced as people of quality. But if there
happens to be any English lady of fashion at Rome,
she generally keeps an assembly, to which the
British subjects resort. In my next I shall com-
municate, without ceremony "or affectation, what
further remarks I have made at Rome, without any
pretence, however, to the character of a connois*-
seur, which, without all doubt, would sit very
awkwardly upon, dear sir, your friend and servant.

LETTER THE THIRTIETH.

Nice, February 2S, 1765.

Dear Sir,—Nothing can be more agreeable to
the eyes of a stranger, especially in the heats of
summer, than the great number of public fountains
that appear in every part of Rome, embellished with
all the ornaments of sculpture, and pouring forth
prodigious quantities ofcool delicious water, brought
in aqueducts from different lakes, rivers, and
sources, at a considerable distance from the city.
These works are the remains of the munificence
and industry of the ancient Romans, who were ex-
tremely delicate in the article of witer ; but, how-
ever, great applause is also due to those beneficent
popes who have been at the expense of restoring
and repairing those noble channels of health, plea-
sure, and convenience. This great plenty of water,
nevertheless, has not induced the" Romans to be
cleanly

; their streets, and even their palaces, are
disgraced with filth. The noble piazza Navona is

adorned with three or four fountains, one of which
is perhaps the most magnificent that Europe can
produce, and all of them discharge vast streams of
water

; but, notwithstanding this provision, the
piazza is almost as dirty as West-Smithfield, where
the cattle are sold inLondon. The corridors, arcades,

and even staircases belonging to their most elegant
palaces, are depositories of nastiness, and indeed in
summer smell as strong as spirit of hartshorn. I
have a great notion that their ancestors were not
much more cleanly. If we consider that the city
and suburbs of Rome, in the reign of Claudius, con-
tained about seven millions of inhabitants, a number
equal at least to the sum total of all the souls in
England

; that great part of ancient Rome was al-
lotted to temples, porticos, basilica, theatres, ther-
mae, circi, public and private walks and gardens,
where very few, if any, of this great number lodged

;

that by far the greater part of those inhabitants
were slaves and poor people, who did not enjoy the
conveniences of life, and that the use of linen was
scarce known, we must naturally conclude they
were strangely crowded together, and that in ge-
neral they werea veryfrowzygeneration. Thatthey
were crowded together appears from the height of
their houses, which the poet Rutilius compared to
towers made for scaling heaven. In order to re-
medy this inconvenience, Augustus Caesar published
a decree, that, for the future, no houses should be
built above seventy feet high, which, at a moderate
computation, might make six stories. But what
seems to prove beyond all dispute, that the ancient
Romans were dirty creatures, are these two parti-
culars. Vespasian laid a tax upon urine and ordure,
on pretence of being at a great expense in clearing
the streets from such nuisances, an imposition which
amounted to about fourteen pence a-year for every
individual ; and when Heliogabalus ordered all the
cobwebs of the city and suburbs to be collected,
they were found to weigh ten thousand pounds. This
was intended as a demonstration of the great num-
ber of inhabitants ; but it was a proof of their dirt,

rather than of their populosity. I might likewise
add the delicate custom of taking vomits at each
other's houses, when they were invited to dinner or
supper, that they might prepare their stomach for
gormandizing, a beastly proof of their nastiness as
well as gluttony. Horace, in his description of the
banquet of Nasiedenus, says, when the canopy un-
der which they sat fell down, it brought along with
it as much dirt as is raised by a hard gale of wind
in dry weather

:

trahentia pulveris atri,

Quantum non Aquilo Campanis excitat agris.

I might observe that the streets were often encum-
bered with the putrefying carcasses of criminals
who had been dragged through them by the heels,
and precipitated from the Scala Gemonia; or Tar-
peian rock, before they were thrown into the Tiber,
which was the general receptacle of the cloaca
maxima, and all the filth of Rome

; besides, the bo-
dies of all those who made away with themselves
without sufficient cause ; of such as were condemned
for sacrilege, or killed by thunder, were left un-
burned and unburied to rot above ground.

I believe the moderns retain more of the customs
of the ancient Romans than is generally imagined.
When I first saw the infants at the enfans trouves
in Paris, so swathed with bandages, that the very
sight of them made my eyes water, I little dreamed
that the prescription of the ancients could be
pleaded for this custom, equally shocking and ab-
surd

; but in the Capitol at Rome, I met with the
antique statue of a child emaillote, exactly in the
same manner, rolled up like an Egyptian "mummy
from the feet. The circulation of the blood, in

such a case, must be obstructed on the whole
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surface of the body, and nothing at liberty but

the head, which is the only part of the child

that ought to be confined. Is it not surprising

that common sense should not point out, even to the

most ignorant, that those accursed bandages must
heat the tender infant into a fever ; must hinder the

action of the muscles, and the play of the joints, so

necessary to health and nutrition ; and that, while
the refluent blood is obstructed in the veins, which
run on the surface of the body, the arteries, which
lie deep, without the reach of compression, are con-
tinually pouring their contents into the head, where
the blood meets with no resistance ? The vessels of
the brain are naturally lax, and the very sutures of
the skull are yet unclosed. What are the conse-
quences of this cruel swaddling? The limbs are

wasted, the joints grow ricketty, the brain is com-
pressed, and a hydrocephalus, with a great head
and sore eyes, ensues. I take this abominable prac-
tice to be one great cause of the bandy legs, dimi-
nutive bodies, and large heads, so frequent in the

south of France and in Italy.

I was no less surprised to find the modern fashion
of curling the hair, borrowed in a great measure
from the coxcombs and coquettes of antiquity. I

saw a bust of Nero in the gallery at Florence, the
hair represented in rows of buckles, like that of a
French petit maitre, conformable to the picture

drawn of him by Suetonius :
" Circa cultum adeo

pudendum, ut comara semper in gradus formatam pe-
reyrinatione Acliaicu, ctiam pene verticem sumpserit.

I was very sorry, however, to find that this foppery
came from Greece. As for Otho, he wore a gale-

riculum, or tour, on account of thin hair, propter

raritatem capillorum. He had no right to imitate

the example of Julius Caesar, who concealed his

bald head with a wreath of laurel. But there is a
bust in the Capitol of Julia Pia, the second wife of

Septimius Severus, with a movable peruke, dressed
exactly in the fashionable mode, with this differ-

ence, that there is no part of it frizzled ; nor is there

any appearance of pomatum and powder. These
improvements the beau-monde have borrowed from
the natives of the Cape of Good Hope.
Modern Rome does not cover more than one-

third of the space within the walls, and those parts

that were most frequented of old are now entirely

abandoned. From the Capitol to the Colosseum, in-

cluding the Forum Romanum and Boarium, there

is nothing entire but one or two churches, built

with the fragments of ancient edifices. You de-

scend from the Capitol between the remaining pil-

lars of two temples, the pedestals and part of the

shaft sunk in the rubbish ; then passing through the

triumphal arch of Septimius Severus, you proceed
along the foot of Mons Palatinus, which stands on
your right hand, quite covered with the ruins of the

ancient palace belonging to the Roman emperors,
and at the foot of it there are some beautiful detached
pillars still standing. On the left you see the re-

mains of the Templum Pacis, which seems to have
been the largest and most magnificent of all the

temples in Rome. It was built and dedicated by
the emperor Vespasian, who brought into it all the

treasure and precious vessels which he found in

the temple of Jerusalem. The columns of the por-

tico he removed from Nero's golden house, which
he levelled with the ground. This temple was like-

wise famous for its library, mentioned by Aulus
Gellius. Farther on is the arch of Constantine on
the right, a most noble piece of architecture, almost

entire, with the remains of the Meta Sudans before
it, and fronting you the noble ruins of that vast am-
phitheatre called the Colosseum, now Coliseo, which
has been dismantled and dilapidated by the Gothic
popes and princes of modern Rome, to build and
adorn their paltry palaces. Behind the amphithe-
atre were the thermas of the same emperor, Titus

Vespasian. In the same quarter was the Circus

Maximus, and the whole space from hence on both
sides to the walls of Rome, comprehending above
twice as much ground as the modern city, is almost
covered with the monuments of antiquity. I suppose
there is more concealed below ground than appears
above. The miserable houses, and even garden-
walls of the peasants in this district, are built with
these precious materials, I mean shafts and capitals

of marble columns, heads, arms, legs, and mutilated
trunks of statues. What pity it is, that, among all

the remains of antiquity at Rome, there is not one
lodging-house remaining. I should be glad to know
how the senators of Rome were lodged. I want to

be better informed touching the cava cedium, the

focus, the ara deorum penatwm, the conclavia, Irilinia,

and ca-nationes ; the atria where the women resided,

and employed themselves in the woollen manu-
facture ; the pratoria, which were so spacious as to

become a nuisance in the reign of Augustus ; and
the xysta, which were shady walks between two
porticos, where the men exercised themselves in

the winter. I am disgusted by the modern taste of
architecture, though I am no judge of the art.

The churches and palaces of these days are crowded
with petty ornaments, which distract the eye, and,

by breaking the design into a variety of little parts,

destroy the effect of the whole. Every door and
window has its separate ornaments, its moulding,
frieze, cornice, and typanum ; then there is such an
assemblage of useless festoons, pillars, pilasters,

with their architraves, entablatures, and I know not
what, that nothing great or uniform remains to fill

the view ; and we in vain look for that simplicity

of grandeur, those large masses of light and sha-
dow, and the inexpressible ET2TN0ITT0N, which
characterise the edifices of the ancients. A great
edifice, to have its full effect, ought to he isole, that

is, detached from all others, with a large space
around it. But the palaces of Rome, and indeed of
all the other cities of Italy, which I have seen, are
so engaged among other mean houses, that their

beauty and magnificence are in a great measure
concealed. Even those which face open streets and
piazzas are only clear in front. The other apart-

ments are darkened by the vicinity of ordinary
houses ; and their views are confined by dirty and
disagreeable objects. Within the court there is

generally a noble colonnade all round, and an
open corridor above ; but the stairs are usually
narrow, steep, and high. The want of sash-
windows, the dulness of their small glass lozenges,
the dusty brick floors, and the crimson hangings
laced with gold, contribute to give a gloomy air to
their apartments. I might add to these causes a
number of pictures executed on melancholy sub-
jects, antique mutilated statues, busts, basso-relievos,

urns, and sepulchral stones, with which their rooms
are adorned. It must be owned, however, there are
some exceptions to this general rule. The villa of
Cardinal Alexander Albani is light, gay, and airy;

yet the rooms are too small, and too much decorated
with carving and gilding, which is a kind of ginger-
bread work. The apartments of one of the princes
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Borghese are furnished in the English taste; and in
the palazzo di colonna connestabik, there is a saloon
or gallery, w hich for the proportions, lights, furni-
ture, and ornaments, is the most noble, elegant, and
agreeable apartment I ever saw.

It is diverting to hear an Italian expatiate upon
the greatness of modern Rome. He will tell you
there are above three hundred palaces in the city

;

that there is scarce a Roman prince whose revenue'
does not exceed two hundred thousand crowns;
and that Rome produces not only the most learned
men, but also the most refined politicians in the
universe. To one of them talking in this strain, I
replied, that, instead of three hundred palaces, the
number did not exceed four score ; that I had been
informed, on good authority, there were not six
individuals in Rome who had so much as forty
thousand crowns a year, about ten thousand pounds
sterling; and that to say their princes were so rich,
and their politicians so refined, was, in effect, a
severe satire upon them, for not employing their
wealth and their talents for the advantage of their
country. I asked why their cardinals and princes
did not invite and encourage industrious people to
settle and cultivate the Campania of Rome, which
is a desert? Why they did not raise a subscription
to dram the marshes in the neighbourhood of the
city, and thus meliorate the air, which is rendered
extremely unwholesome in the summer, by putrid
exhalations from those morasses ? I demanded of
them, why they did not contribute their wealth,
and exert their political refinements, in augmenting
their forces by sea and land, for the defence of then-
country, introducing commerce and manufactures,
and in giving some consequence to their state,
which was no more than a mite in the political
scale of Europe? I expressed a desire to know
what became of all those sums of money, in-
somuch as there was hardly any circulation of
gold and silver in Rome, and"the very bankers, on
whom strangers have their credit, make interest to
pay their tradesmen's bills with paper notes of the
bank of Spirito Santo ? And now I am upon this
subject, it may not be amiss to observe, that I was
strangely misled by all the books ] consulted about
the current coin of Italy. In Tuscany, and the
Ecclesiastical State, one sees nothing but zequines
in gold, and pieces of two paoli, one paolo, and half
a paolo, in silver. Besides these, there is a copper
coin in Rome, called Bajocco and Mezzo Bajocco.
Ten bajocchi make a scudo, which is an imaginary
piece. Two scudi make a zequine ; and a French
louis-d'or is worth about two zequines.
Rome has nothing to fear from the Catholic

powers, who respect it with a superstitious venera-
tion as the metropolitan seat of their religion. But
the popes will do well to avoid misunderstandings
with the maritime Protestant states, especially the
English, who being masters of the Mediterranean,
and in possession of Minorca, have it in their power
at all times to land a body of troops within four
leagues of Rome, and to take the city without
opposition. Rome is surrounded with an old wall,
but altogether incapable of defence

; or, if it was, the
circuit of the walls is so extensive, that it would
require a garrison of twenty thousand men. The
only appearance of a fortification in this city is the
castle of St. Angelo, situated on the further bank
of the Tiber, to which there is access by a hand-
some bridge. But this castle, which was formerly
the moles Adrian,, could not hold out half a dav,

against a battery of ten pieces of cannon properly
directed. It was an expedient left to the invention
ot the modern Romans, to convert an ancient tomb
into a citadel. It could only serve as a temporary
retreat for the pope in times of popular commotion,
and on other sudden emergencies; as it happened
in the case of Pope Clement VII. when the troops
of the emperor took the city by assault ; and this
only while he resided at the Vatican, from whence
there is a covered gallery continued to the castle
It can never serve this purpose again, while the
pontiff lives on Monte Cavallo, which is at the
other end of the city. The castle of St. Angelo, how-
soever ridiculous as a fortress, appears respectable
as a noble monument of antiquity, and though
standing in a low situation, is one of the first ob-
jects that strike the eye of a stranger approaching
Home. On the opposite side of the river are the
wretched remains of the Mausoleum Augusti which
was still more magnificent. Part of the wall is
standing, and the terraces are converted into garden
ground. In viewing these ruins, I remembered
V n-gil s pathetic description of Marcellus, who was
here entombed :

—

Quantos ille virUm masrnum Mavortis ad urbem
Campus aget gemitus, vel qua;, Tyberine, videbis
I-unera, cum Imnulum pranerlabere recentem.

The beautiful poem of Ovid, de Consolatione ad
J,ivtam, written after the ashes of Augustus and his
nephew Marcellus, of Germanicus, Agrippa, and
Drusus, were deposited in this mausoleum, con-
cludes with these lines, which are extremely tender:

Claudite jam Pares nimium reserata sepulchra;
Claudite, plus ju»to jam domus ista patet

!

What the author said of the monument, you will
be tempted to say of this letter, which I shall there-
fore close in the old style, assuring you that I
ever am, Yours, most affectionately.

LETTER THE THIRTY-FIRST.
Nice, March 5, 1765.

Dear Sir—In my last I gave you mv opinion
treely of the modern palaces of Italy. I "shall now
hazard my thoughts upon the gardens of this
country, which the inhabitants extol with all the
hyperboles of admiration and applause. I must
acknowledge, however, I have not seen the famous
villas at Frascati and Tivoli, which are celebrated
for their gardens and water-works. I intended to
visit these places; but was prevented by an unex-
pected change of weather, which deterred me from
going to the country. On the last day of Septem-
ber, the mountains of Palestrina were covered
with snow

;
and the air became so cold at Rome,

that I was forced to put on my winter clothes.
This objection continued, till I found it necessary
to set out on my return to Florence. But I have
seen the gardens of the Poqgio Imperiale, and the
Palazzo di Pitti at Florence, and those of the
Vatican, of the pope's palace on Monte Cavallo, of
the Villa Ludovisia, Medicea, and Pinciana. at
Rome

;
so that I think I have some right to judge

of the Italian taste in gardening. Among those^
have mentioned, that of the Villa Pinciana is the
most remarkable and the most extensive, including
a space of three miles in circuit, hard bv the walls
of Rome, containing a variety of situations high
and low, which favour all the natural embellish-
ments one would expect to meet with in a garder.
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and exhibit a diversity of noble views of the city

and adjacent country.

In a tine extensive garden or park, an English-

man expects to see a number of groves and glades

intermixed with an agreeable negligence, which
seems to be the effect of nature and accident. He
looks for shady walks encrusted with gravel ; for

open lawns covered with verdure as smooth as

velvet, but much more lively and agreeable

:

for ponds, canals, basons, cascades, and running
streams of water ; for clumps of trees, woods, and
wildernesses, cut into delightful alleys, perfumed
with honey-suckle and sweet-brier, and resounding
with the mingling melody of all the singing birds

of heaven. He looks for plats of flowers in differ-

ent parts to refresh the sense, and please the fancy;

for arbours, grottoes, hermitages, temples, and al-

coves, to shelter him from the sun, and afford him
means of contemplation and repose ; and he ex-
pects to find the hedges, groves, and walks, and
lawns kept with the utmost order and propriety.

He who loves the beauties of simple nature, and
the charms of neatness, will seek for them in vain

amidst the groves of Italy. In the garden of the

Villa Pinciana, there is a plantation of four hundred
pines, or rather firs, which the Italians view with
rapture and admiration. There is likewise a long
walk of trees extending from the garden gate to

the palace ; and plenty of shade, with alleys and
hedges in different parts of the ground. But the

groves are neglected ; the walks are laid with
nothing but common mould or sand, black and
dusty ; the hedges are tall, and shabby ; the trees

stunted ; the open ground, brown and parched, has
scarce any appearance of verdure. The flat regular

alleys of evergreens are cut into fantastic figures
;

the flower-gardens embellished with thin cypress
and flourished figures in box, while the flowers
grow in rows of earthen pots, and the ground ap-

pears as dusky as if it was covered with the cinders

of a blacksmith's forge. The water, of which
there is great plenty, instead of being collected in

large pieces, or conveyed in little rivulets and
streams, to refresh the thirsty soil, or managed so as

to form agreeable cascades, is squirted from foun-
tains in different parts of the garden, through tubes
little bigger than common glyster-pipes It must
be owned, indeed, that the fountains have their

merit in the way of sculpture and architecture
;

and that here is a great number of statues which
merit attention. But they serve only to encumber
the ground, and destroy that effect of rural sim-
plicity which our gardens are designed to produce.

In a word, here we see a variety of walks, and
groves, and fountains, a wood of four hundred
pines, a paddock with a few meagre deer, a flower-
garden, an aviary, a grotto, and a fish-pond ; and
in spite of all these particulars, it is, in my opinion,

a very contemptible garden, when compared to

that of Stowe in Buckinghamshire, or even to

those of Kensington and Richmond. The Italians

understand, because they study, the excellences of
art ; but they have no idea of the beauties of
nature. This Villa Pinciana, which belongs to the
Borghese family, would make a complete academy
for painting and sculpture, especially for the study
of ancient marbles

; for, exclusive of the statues

and busts in the garden, and the vast collection in

the different apartments, almost the whole outside
of the house is covered with curious pieces in basso
and alto-relievo. The most masterly is that of

Curtius on horseback, leaping into the gulf or
opening of the earth, which is said to have closed

on receiving this sacrifice. Amongst the exhibitions

of art within the house, I was much struck with a
Bacchus, and the death of Meleager, represented
on an ancient sepulchre. There is also an admira-
ble statue of Silenus, with the infant Bacchus in

his arms ; a most beautiful gladiator ; a curious

Moor of black marble, with a shirt of white ala-

baster ; a finely proportioned bull of black marble
also, standing upon a table of alabaster ; a black

gypsey, with a head, hands, and feet of brass ; and
the famous hermaphrodite, which vies with that of
Florence; though the most curious circumstance
of this article, is the mattress, executed and placed
by Bernini, with such art and dexterity, that to the

view it rivals the softness of wool, and seems to

retain the marks of pressure, according to the

figure of the superincumbent statue. Let us like-

wise own, for the honour of the moderns, that the

same artist has produced two fine statues, which
we find among the ornaments of this villa, namely,
a David with his sling, in the attitude of throwing
the stone at the giant Goliath ; and a Daphne
changing into laurel at the approach of Apollo.
On the base of this figure, are the two following

elegant lines, written by Pope Urban VIII. in his

younger years

:

Quisquis amans sequitur fugitivae gaudia formae,
Fronde manus implet, baccas velcarpit amaras.

I ought not to forget two exquisite antique statues of
Venus, the weeping slave, and the youth pulling
a thorn out of his foot.

I do not pretend to give a methodical detail of
the curiosities of Rome. They have been already
described by different authors, who were much
qualified than I am for the task. But you shall

have what observations I made on the most re-

markable objects, without method, just as they
occur to my remembrance ; and I protest the
remarks are all my own. So that if they deserve
any commendation, I claim all the merit ; and if

they are impertinent, I must be contented to bear
all the blame.

The piazza of St. Peter's church is altogether

sublime. The double colonnade on each side ex-
tending in a semicircular sweep, the stupendous
./Egyptian obelisk, the two fountains, the portico,

and the admirable facade of the church, form such
an assemblage of magnificent objects, as cannot
fail to impress the mind with awe and admiration.
But the church would have produced a still greater
effect, had it been detached entirely from the build-

ings of the Vatican. It would then have been a
masterpiece of architecture, complete in all its

parts, entire and perfect. Whereas, at present, it

is no more than a beautiful member attached to a
vast undigested and irregular pile of building. As
to the architecture of this famous temple, I shall

say nothing ; neither do I pretend to describe the
internal ornaments. The great picture of Mosaic
work, and that of St. Peter's bark tossed by the
tempest, which appear over the gate of the church,
though rude in comparison with modern pieces, are
nevertheless great curiosities, when considered as
the work ot Giotto, who flourished in the beginning
of the fourteenth century. His master was Cima-
bue, who learned painting and architecture of the
Grecian artists, who came from Constantinople, and
first revived these arts in Italy. But, to return to
St. Peter's, I was not at all pleased with the famous
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statue of the dead Christ in his mother's lap, by
Michael Angelo. The figure of Christ is as much
emaciated as if he had died of a consumption. Be-
sides, there is something indelicate, not to say inde-
cent, in the attitude and design of a man's body
stark naked, lying upon the knees of a woman.'
Here are some good pictures, I should rather say
copies of good pictures, done in Mosaic to great
perfection

; particularly a St. Sebastian by Donie-
nichino, and Michael the Archangel, from a paint-
ing of Gmdo Rheni. I am extremely fond of all
this artist's pieces. There is a tenderness and de-
licacy in his manner ; and his figures are all ex-
quisitely beautiful, though his expression is often
erroneous, and his attitudes are always affected and
unnatural. In this very piece the archangel has all
the air of a French dancing-master ; and I have seen
a Madonna by the same hand, (I think it is in the
ialazzo di Barberini,) in which, though the figures
are enchanting, the Virgin is represented hokiino-
up the drapery of the Infant, with the ridicuiout
affectation of a singer on the stage of our Italian
°ptiTfJr, he Mosaic ™rk

> &ouSh brought to a
wonderful degree of improvement, and admirably
calculated for churches, the dampness of which
is pernicious to the colours of the pallet, I will
not yet compare to the productions of the
pencil. The glassiness, if I may be allowed the
expression, of the surface, throws, in my opinion, a
latse light on some parts of the picture and, when
you approach it, the joinings of the pieces look like
so many cracks on painted canvas. Besides, this
method is extremely tedious and expensive. I went
to see the artists at work, in a house that stands
near the church, where I was much pleased with
the ingenuity of the process ; and not a little sur-
prised at the great number of different colours and
tints, whicn are kept in separate drawers, marked
with numbers as far as seventeen thousand. For a
single head done in Mosaic, they asked me fifty
zequines. But to return to the church. The altar
of St. Peter s choir, notwithstanding all the orna-
ments which have been lavished upon it, is no
more tnan a heap of puerile finery, better adapted
to an Indian pagod, than to a temple built upon the
principles of the Greek architecture. The four
colossal figures that support the chair are both
clumsy and disproportioned. The draper}- of statues
whether in brass or stone, when thrown into large
masses, appears hard and unpleasant to the eye

;and for that reason the ancients always imitated wet
linen, which, exhibiting the shape of the limbs un-
derneath, and hanging in a multiplicity of wet folds
gives an air of lightness, softness, and ductility to
the whole.
These two statues weigh 116,257 pounds, and as

they sustain nothing but a chair, are out of all pro-
portion, inasmuch as the supporters ought to be
suitable to the things supported. Here are four
giants holding up the old wooden chair ofthe apostle
leter if we may believe the book De Jdcntitate
Cathedra; Romance. The implements of popish
superstition

;
such as relics of pretended saints, ill

proportioned spires and belfrys, and the nauseous
repetition or vhe figure of the cross, which is in
itsell a very mean and disagreeable object, only fitlor the prisons of condemned criminals, have con-
tributed to introduce a vicious taste into the external
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WeI! asin the Eternal ornaments ofout temples. All churches are built in the figure"i a cross, which effectually prevents the eve from
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taking in the scope of the building, either without
side or within

; consequently robs the edifice of its
proper effect. The palace of the Escurial in Spain
is laid out in the shape of a gridiron, because the
convent was built in consequence of a vow to St
Laurence, who was broiled to death like a barbecued

What P'ty it is that the labours of painting
should have been so much employed on the shock-
ing subjects of the martyrology. Besides number-
less pictures of the flagellation, crucifixion, and
descent from the cross, we have Judith with the
head of Holofernes, Herodias with the head of John
the Baptist, Jael assassinating Sisera in his sleep,
Peter writhing on the cross, Stephen battered with
stones, Sebastian stuck full of arrows, Laurence
frying upon the coals, Bartholomew flayed alive, and
a hundred other pictures equally frightful, which
can only serve to fill the mind with gloomy ideas,
and encourage a spirit of religious fanaticism, which
has always been attended with mischievous conse-
quences to the community where it reigned.
The tribune of the great altar, consisting of four

wreathed brass pillars, gilt, supporting a canopv, is
doubtless very magnificent, if not overcharged with
sculpture, fluting, foliage, festoons, and figures of
boys and angels, which, with the hundred and
twenty-two lamps of silver, continually burnino-
below, serve rather to dazzle the eyes, and kindle"
the devotion of the ignorant vulgar, than to excite
the admiration of a judicious observer.
There is nothing, I believe, in this famous struc-

ture so worthy of applause, as the admirable
symmetry and proportion of its parts. Notwith-
standing all the carving, gilding, basso-relievos, me-
dallions, urns, statues, columns, and pictures with
which it abounds, it does not, on the whole, appear
over-crowded with ornaments. When you first
enter, your eye is filled so equally and regularly,
that nothing appears stupendous

; and the church
seems considerably smaller than it really is. The
statues of children, that support the fonts of holy
water, when observed from the door, seem to be of
the natural size ; but as you draw near you perceive
they are gigantic. In the same manner the figures
of the doves, wgh olive branches in their beaks,
which are represented on the wall, appear to be
within your reach ; but as you approach them they
recede to a considerable height, as if they had flown
upwards to avoid being taken.

I was much disappointed at sight of the Pantheon,
which, after all that has been said of it, looks like a
huge cockpit open at top. The portico, which
Agrippa added to the building, is undoubtedly very
noble, though in my opinion it corresponds but ill
with the simplicity of the edifice. With all my
veneration for the ancients, I cannot see in what
the beauty of the rotunda consists. It is no more
than a plain unpierced cylinder, or circular w all,
with two fillets and a cornice, having a vaulted roor
or cupola, open in the centre. I mean the original
building, without considering the vestibule o.
Agrippa. Within side it has much the air of a
mausoleum. It was this appearance which, in all
probability, suggested the thought to Boniface IV. to
transport hither eight-and-twenty cart loads of old
rotten bones, dug from different burying-places, and
then dedicate it as a church to the blessed Virgin
and all the holy martyrs. I am not one of those
who thiuk it is well lighted by the hole at the top,
which is about nine-and-twenty feet in diameter,
although the author of Mie Grand Tour calls it
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but nine. The same author says, there is a descent
of eleven steps to go into it ; that it is a hundred
and forty four feet in height, and as many in breadth

;

that it was covered -with copper, -which, with the
brass nails of the portico. Pope Urban VIII. took
away, and converted into the four wreathed pillars

that support the canopy of the high altar in the
church of St. Peter, &c. The truth is, before the
time of Pope Alexander VH. the earth was so raised

as to cover part of the temple, and there was a de-
scent of some steps into the porch ; but that pontiff

ordered the ground to be pared away to the very
pedestal or base of the portico, which is now even
with the street, so that there is no descent whatso-
ever. The height is two hundred palmi, and
the breadth two hundred and eighteen

;
which,

reckoning the palmi at nine inches, will bring the
height to one hundred and fifty, and the breadth to

one hundred and sixty-three feet six inches. It was
not any covering of copper which Pope Urban VIH.
removed, but large brass beams, which supported
the roof of the portico. They weighed 186,392
pounds, and afforded metal enough, not only for the
pillars in St. Peter's church, but also for several
pieces of artillery. What is more extraordinary,
the gilding of those columns is said to have cost
forty thousand golden crowns : sure money was
never worse laid out. Urban VIII. likewise added
two belfry towers to the rotunda ; and I wonder he
did not cover the central hole with glass, as it must
be very inconvenient and disagreeable to those who
go to church below, to be exposed to the rain in
wet weather, which must also render it very damp
and unwholesome. I visited it several times, and
each time it looked more and more gloomy and
sepulchral.

The magnificence of the Romans was not so con-
spicuous in their temples as in their theatres, amphi-
theatres, circuses, naumachia, aqueducts, triumphal
arches, porticos, basilica;, bnt especially their thermae,
or bathing places. A great number of their temples
were small and inconsiderable ; not one of them was
comparable, either for size or magnificence, to the
modern church of St. Peter of the Vatican. The
famous temple of Jupiter Capitolinus was neither
half so long nor half so broad. It was but two
hundred feet in length, and one hundred and eighty-
five in breadth

; whereas, the length of St. Peter's
extends to six hundred and thirty-eight feet, and
the breadth to above five hundred. It is very near
twice as large as the temple of Jupiter Olympius
in Greece, which was counted one of the seven
wonders of the world. But I shall take another
opportunity to explain myself further on the anti-

quities of this city ; a subject upon which lam dis-

posed to be, perhaps impertinently, circumstantial.
When I begin to run riot, you should check me
with the freedom of a friend. The most distant
hint will be sufficient to, Dear sir, yours assuredly.

LETTER THE THIRTY-SECOND.
Nice, March 10, 1765.

Dear Sir,—The colossseum or amphitheatre
built by Flavius Vespasian, is the most stupendous
work of the kind which antiquity can produce.
Near one-half of the external circuit still remains,
consisting of four tire of arcades, adorned with
columns of four orders, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian,
and Composite. The height and extent of it may
be guessed from the number of spectators it con-

tained, amounting to one hundred thousand ; and
yet, according to Pontana's mensuration, it could
not contain above thirty-four thousand persons
sitting, allowing a foot and a half for each person,

for the circuit of the whole building did not exceed
one thousand five hundred and sixty feet. The
amphitheatre at Verona is one thousand two hun-
dred and ninety feet in circumference ; and that of
Nismes one thousand and eighty. The colossaeum

was built by Vespasian, who employed thirty thou-

sand Jewish slaves in the work ; but finished and
dedicated by his sou Titus, who, on the first day
of its being opened, produced fifty thousand wild

beasts, which were all killed in the arena. The
Romans were undoubtedly a barbarous people, who
delighted in horrible spectacles. They viewed with

pleasure the dead bodies of criminals dragged
through the streets, or thrown down the Scalce

Gemonise and Tarpeian Rock for their contempla-
tion. Their rostra were generally adorned with
the heads of some remarkable citizens, like Temple-
bar at London. They even bore the sight of Tully's

head fixed upon that very rostrum where he had
so often ravished their ears with all the charms of
eloquence, in pleading the cause of innocence and
public virtue. They took delight in seeing their

fellow-creatures torn in pieces by wild beasts in the

amphitheatre. They shouted with applause when
they saw a poor dwarf or slave killed by his

adversary ; but their transports were altogether

extravagant, when the devoted captives were obliged

to fight in troops, till one side was entirely butchered
by the other. Nero produced four hundred senators,

and six hundred of the equestrian order, as gladia-

tors in the public arena. Even the women fought
with wild beasts, as well as with each other, and
drenched the amphitheatres with their blood.

Tacitus says, " Sed focminarum illustrium, senato-

rumque filiorum plures per arenam faedati sunt."

The execrable custom of sacrificing captives or
slaves at the tombs of their masters and great men,
which is still preserved among the negroes of
Africa, obtained also among the ancients, Greeks
as well as Romans. I could never, without horror
and indignation, read that passage in the twenty-
third book of the Iliad, which describes twelve
valiant Trojan captives sacrificed by the inhuman
Achilles at the tomb of his friend Patroclus.

AcoSe/ca jCtee Tgwwv fieyaBv/xuv vitas iadAovs

Tys afxa aoi Ttdvyas itTiq iadtei.

It is not at all clear to me, that a people is the more
brave, the more they are accustomed to bloodshed
in their public entertainments. True bravery is

not savage, but humane. Some of this sanguinary
spirit is inherited by the inhabitants of a certain

island that shall be nameless—but, mum for that.

You will naturally suppose that the Coliseo was
ruined by the barbarians who sacked the city of
Rome. In effect, they robbed it of its ornaments
and valuable materials ; but it was reserved for

the Goths and Vandals of modern Rome to dis-

mantle the edifice, and reduce it to its present
ruinous condition. One part of it was demolished
by Pope Paul II. that he might employ the stones
of it in building the palace of St. Mark. It was
afterwards dilapidated for the same purposes by
the cardinals Riarius and Farnese, which last

assumed the tiara under the name of Paul III.

Notwithstanding these injuries, there is enough
standing to convey a very sublime idea of ancient
magnificence.
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Ihe eirci naumachia, if considered as buildings

and artificial basnis, are admirable; but if examined
as area; intended for horse and chariot races, and
artificial seas for exhibiting naval engagements,
they seem to prove, that the ancient Romans were
but indifferently skilled and exercised either in
horsemanship or naval armaments. The enclosure
of the emperor Caracalla's circus is still standing,
and scarce affords breathing-room for an English
hunter. The Circus Maximus, by far the largest
in Rome, was not so long as the Mall ; and I will
venture to affirm, that St. James's Park would
make a much more ample and convenient scene
for those diversions. I imagine an old Roman
would be very much surprised to see an English
race on the course at Newmarket. The Circus
Maximus was but three hundred yards in breadth.A good part of this was taken up by the spina, or
middle space, adorned with temples, statues, and
two great obelisks; as well as by the euripus, or
canal, made by order of Julius Caesar, to contain
crocodiles, and other aquatic animals, which were
killed occasionally. This was so large, that Helio-
gabalus, having filled it with excellent wine, ex-
hibited naval engagements in it, for the amusement
of the people. It surrounded three sides of the
square, so that the whole extent of the race did not
much exceed an English mile ; and when Probus
was at the expense of filling the plain of it with
fir-trees, to form a wood for the chase of wild
beasts, I question much if this forest was more
extensive than the plantation in St. James's Park,
on the south side of the canal. Now I leave you
to judge what ridicule a king of England would
incur, by converting this part of the park into a
chase for any species of animals which are counted
game m our country.
The Roman emperors seemed more disposed to

elevate and surprise, than to conduct the public
diversions according to the rules of reason and
propriety. One would imagine, it was with this
view they instituted their naumachia, or naval
engagements, performed by half a dozen small
galleys of a side in an artificial basin of fresh
water. These galleys, I suppose, were not so large
as common fishing smacks, for they were moved
by two, three, and four oars of a side, according to
their different rates, biremes, triremes, and quad-
riremes. I know this is a knotty point not yet
determined; and that some antiquarians believe
the Roman galleys had different tiers or decks of
oars

;
but this is a notion very ill supported, and

quite contrary to all the figures of them that are
preserved on ancient coins and medals. Suetonius,
in the reign of Domitian, speaking of these nauma-
chia, says, " Edidit navales pugnas, pene justarum
classium, effosso ct circumduct juxta Tyberim lacu,
atque inter rnaximas imbres prospectavit." This
artificial lake was not larger than the piece of waterm Hyde Park

; and yet the historian says, it was
almost large enough for real or entire fleets. How
would it sound in the ears of a British sailor, an
advertisement that a mock engagement between
two squadrons of men of war would be exhibited
on such a day in the Serpentine River? or that
the ships of the line taken from the enemy would
be carried in procession from Hyde Park Corner
to lower wharf? Certain it is, Lucullus, in one
ot his triumphs, had one hundred and ten ships of
war, naivs lonyas, carried through the streets of
Koine. IS othing can give a more contemptible idea

of their naval power, than this testimony of their
historians, who declare that their seamen, or
mariners, were formed by exercising small row-
boats in an enclosed pool of fresh water. Had they
not the sea within a few miles of them, and the
river Tiber running through their capital? even
this would have been much more proper for exer-
cising their watermen, than a pond of still water,
not much larger than a cold bath. I do believe, in
my conscience, that half a dozen English frigates
would have been able to defeat both the contending
fleets at the famous battle of Actium, which has
been so much celebrated in the annals of antiquity,
as an event that decided the fate of empire.

It would employ me a whole month to describe
the thermae, or baths, the vast ruins of which are
still to be seen within the walls of Rome, like the
remains of so many separate citadels. The Therma;
Dioclesianaj might be termed an august academy
for the use and instruction of the Roman people.
The pinacotheca of this building was a complete
musasum of all the curiosities of art and nature

;

and there were public schools for all the sciences.
If I may judge by my eye, however, the Therm®
Anton ianae, built by Caracalla, were still more
extensive and magnificent; they contained cells
sufficient for two thousand three hundred persons
to bathe at one time, without being seen by one
another. They were adorned with all the charms
of painting, architecture, and sculpture. The pipes
for conveying the water were of silver. Many
of the lavacra were of precious marble, illu-

minated by lamps of crystal. Among the statues
were found the famous Torso, and Hercole Farnese.

Bathing was certainly necessary to health and
cleanliness in a hot country like Italy, especially
before the use of linen was known ; but these pur-
poses would have been much better answered by
plunging into the Tiber, than by using the warm
bath in the thermae, which became altogether a
point of luxury borrowed from the effeminate
Asiatics, and tended to debilitate the fibres, already
too much relaxed by the heat of the climate.

—

True it is, they had baths oT cool water for the
summer ; but in general they used it milkwarm,
and often perfumed. They likewise indulged in
vapour baths, in order to enjoy a pleasing relaxa-
tion, which they likewise improved with odorifer-
ous ointments. The thermae consisted of a great
variety of parts and conveniences ; the natationes,
or swimming places ; the portico, where people
amused themselves in walking, conversing, and dis-
puting together, as Cicero says, In porticibus deam-
bulantes disputabant; the basilicae, where the bathers
assembled, before they entered, and after they came
out of the bath ; the atria, or ample courts, adorned
with noble colonnades of Numidian marble and
oriental granite ; the ephebia, where the young men
inured themselves to wrestling and other exercises;
the frigidaria, or places kept cool by a constant
draught of air, promoted by the disposition and
number of the windows ; the calidaria, where the
water was warmed for the baths ; the platanones,
or delightful groves of sycamore ; the stadia for
the performances of the athletae ; the exedrae, or
resting-places, provided with seats for those that
were weary ; the palaestrae, where every one chose
that exercise which pleased him best ; the gymna-
sia, where poets, orators, and philosophers recited
their works, and harangued for diversion ; the
elcotesia, where the fragrant oils and ointments
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were kept for the use of the bathers ; and the co-
nisteria, where the wrestlers were smeared with
sand before they engaged. Of the thermse in Rome,
some were mercenary, and some opened gratis.
Marcus Agrippa, when lie was edile, opened one
hundred and seventy private baths for the use of
the people. In the public baths where money was
taken, each person paid a quadrans, about the value
of our halfpenny, as Juvenal observes

—

CiEflere Sylvano porcum quadrante lavari.

But, after the hour of bathing was past, it sometimes
cost a great deal more, according to Martial,

Balnea post decimam, lasso centumque petuntur
Quadrantes

Though there was no distinction in the places
between the first patrician and the lowest plebeian,
yet the nobility used their own silver and gold
plate, for washing, eating, and drinking in the bath,
together with towels of the finest linen. They
likewise make use of the instrument called strigil,
which was a kind of flesh brush ; a custom to which
Persius alludes in this line,

I puer, et strigiles Crispini ad balnea defer.

The common people contented themselves with
sponges. The bathing time was from noon till the
evening, when the Romans ate their principal meal.
Notice was given by a bell, or some such instru-
ment, when the baths were opened, as we learn
from Juvenal,

Redde pilam. sonat oes thermarum, Iudere pergis ?

Virgine vis sola lotus abire doraum.

There were separate places for the two sexes ; and
indeed there were baths opened for the use of wo-
men only, at the expense of Agrippina, the mother
of Nero, and some other matrons of the first quality.
The use of bathing was become so habitual to the
constitutions of the Romans, that Galen, in his
book Be Sanitate tuenda, mentions a certain philo-
sopher, who, if he intermitted but one day in his
bathing, was certainly attacked with a fever. In
order to preserve decorum in the baths, a set of
laws and regulations were published, and the
therms were put under the inspection of a censor,
who was generally one of the first senators in
Rome.—Agrippa left his gardens and baths, which
stood near the Pantheon, to the Roman people.
Among the statues that adorned them was that of
a youth naked, as going into the bath, so elegantly
formed by the hand of Lysippus, that Tiberius,
being struck with the beauty of it, ordered it to be
transferred into his own palace ; but the populace
raised such a clamour against him, that he was fain
to have it reconveyed to its former place. These
noble baths were restored by Adrian, as we read
in Spartian

; but at present no part of them remains.
With respect to the present state of the old aque-

ducts, I can give you very little satisfaction. I
only saw the ruins of that which conveyed the
Aqua Claudia near the Porta Maggiore, and the
Piazza of the Lateran.—You know there were four-
teen of those ancient aqueducts, some of which
brought water to Rome from the distance of forty
miles.

_
The channels of them were large enough

to admit a man armed on horseback
; and there-

fore when Rome was besieged by the Goths, who
had cut off the water, Belisarius fortified them with
works, to prevent the enemy from entering the
city by those conveyances. After that period, I
suppose the ancient aqueducts continued dry, and
were suffered to run to ruins. Without all doubt
the Romans were greatly obliged to those benefac-
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tors, who raised such stupendous works for the
benefit, as well as the embellishment of their city

;

but it might have been supplied with the same water
through pipes at one hundredth part of the ex-
pense

; and in that case the enemy would not have
found it such an easy matter to cut it off. Those
popes who have provided the modern city so plen-
tifully with excellent water are much to be com-
mended for the care and expense they have bestowed
in restoring the streams called Aqua Virgine, Aqua
Pelici, and Aqua Paolina, which affords such
abundance of water as would plentifully supply a
much larger city than modern Rome.

It is no wonder that M. Agrippa, the son-in-law,
friend, and favourite of Augustus, should at the
same time have been the idol of the people, consi-
dering how surprisingly he exerted himself for the
emolument, convenience, and pleasure of his fellow
citizens. It was he who first conducted this Aqua
Virgine to Rome. He formed seven hundred re-
servoirs in this city ; erected one hundred and five
fountains

; one hundred and thirty castella, or con-
duits, which works he adorned with three hundred
statues, and four hundred pillars of marble, in the
space of one year. He also brought into Rome
the Aqua Julia, and restored the aqueduct of the
Aqua Marzia, which had fallen to decay. I have
already observed the great number of baths which
he opened for the people, and the magnificent
therms, with spacious gardens, which he be-
queathed to them as a legacy. But these benefac-
tions, great and munificent as they seem to be, were
not the most important services he performed for
the city of Rome. The common sewers were first
made by order of Tarquinius Priscus, not so much
with a view to cleanliness, as by way of subterra-
nean drains to the Vilabrum, which was marshy,
and in order to carry off the stagnant water, which
remained in the lower parts after heavy rains.
The different branches of these channels united at
the Forum, from whence by the Cloaca Maxima
their contents were conveyed into the Tiber. This
great cloaca was the work of Tarquinius Superbus.
Other sewers were added by Marcus Cato and
Valerius Flaccus, the censors. All these drains
having been choked up and ruinous, were cleared
and restored by Marcus Agrippa, who likewise
undermined the whole city with canals of the same
kind, for carrying off the filth ; he strengthened
and enlarged the Cloaca Maxima, so as to make it
capable of receiving a large cart loaded with hay

;

and directed seven streams of water into these sub-
terranean passages, in order to keep them always
clean and open. If, notwithstanding all these con-
veniences, Vespasian was put to great expense in
removing the ordure from the public streets, we
have certainly a right to conclude, that the ancient
Romans were not more cleanly than the modern
Italians.

After the mausolea of Augustus and Adrian,
which I have already mentioned, the most remark-
able ancient sepulchres at Rome are those of Caius
Cestius and Cecilia Metella. The first, which stands
by the Porta di S. Paolo, is a beautiful pyramid,
one hundred and twenty feet high, still preserved
en tire, having a vaulted chamber withinside, adorned
witn some ancient painting, which is now almost
effaced The huilding is of brick, but cased with
marble. This Cams Cestius had been consul, was
very rich, and acted as one of the seven Eptdones,
who superintended the feast of the gods, called
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Lectisternia and Pervigilia. He bequeathed his
whole fortune to his friend M. Agrippa, who was
so generous as to give it up to the relations of the
testator. The monument of Cecilia Metella, com-
monly called Capo di Bove, is without the walls on
the Via Appia. This lady was daughter of Me-
tellus Creticus, and wife to Crassus, who erected
this noble monument to her memory. It consisted
of two orders or stories, the first of which was a
square of hewn stone ; the second was a circular
tower, having a cornice, adorned with ox heads in
basso-relievo, a circumstance from which it takes
the name of Capo di Bove. The ox was supposed
to be a most grateful sacrifice to the gods. Pliny,
speaking of bulls and oxen, says, Hinc victimce op-
tima et laudatissima deorum placatio. This tower
was surmounted by a noble cupola or dome, en-
riched with all the ornaments of architecture. The
door of the building was of brass; and withinside
the ashes of Cecilia were deposited in a fluted mar-
ble urn, of curious workmanship, which is still kept
in the Palazzo Earnese. At present the surface of
the ground is raised so much as to cover the first

order of the edifice. What we see is no more than
the round tower, without the dome and its orna-
ments ; and the following inscription still remains
near the top, facing the Via .Appia :

—

CiECILI/E
Q. CRETICI F.
METELLA
CRASSI.

Now we are talking of sepulchral inscriptions, I
shall conclude this letter with the copy of a very
singular will, made by Favonius Jocundus, who
died in Portugal, by which will the precise situation
of the famous temple of Sylvanus is ascertained.

Jocund i.

Ego Galltis Favonius Jocundus P. Favoni F. qui bello contra
Viriatum succubui, Jocundum at Prudentem filios, e me et
Quintia Fabia conjuge mea ortos, et bonorum Jocundi pati'is
mei, et eorum qua? mibi ipsi acquisivi, haeredes relinquo; hac
tamen conditione, ut ab urbe Romana hue veniant, et ossa
hie mea intra quinquennium exportent, et via Latina condant
in sepuichro jussu meo condito, et mea voluntate; in quo
velim neminem mecum, neque servum neque libertum,
inseri

; et velim ossa quorumcunque sepuichro statim meo
eruautur, et jura Romanorum serventur, in sepulchris ritu
majorum retinendis, juxta voluntatem testatoris ; et si secus
fecerint, nisi legitime oriantur causae, velim ea omnia, qua?
filiis jneis relinquo, pro repa-ando templo dei Sylvani, quod
sub Viminali nmnte est, attribui

j
manesque mei apont. max.

a flaminibus dialibus qui in Capitolio sunt, opem implorent,
ad liberorum meorum impietatem ulciscendam; teneantur-
que sacerdotes dei Sylvani, me in urbem referi ., et sepuichro
me meo condere. Volo quoque vernas quo domi mese sunt,
omnes a praetore urbano liberos, cum matribus dimitti,
singulisque libram argenti puri, et vestem unam dari. In
Lusitania in agro viii. kal. Quintilis, bello Viriatino.

My paper scarce affords room to assure you that
I am ever, dear sir, Your faithful, &c.

LETTER THE THIRTY-THIRD.
Nice, March 29, 1765.

Dear Sir,—You must not imagine I saw one
half of the valuable pictures and statues of Rome

;

there is such a vast number of both in this capital,

that I might have spent a whole year in taking
even a transient view of them; and, after all, some
of them would have been overlooked. The most
celebrated pieces, however, I have seen ; and there-
fore my curiosity is satisfied. Perhaps, if I had the
nice discernment and delicate sensibility of a true
connoisseur, this superficial glimpse would have
served only to whet my appetite, and detain me a
whole winter at Rome. In my progress through
the Vatican, I was much pleased with the School

of Athens, by Raphael, a piece which hath suffered
from the dampness of the air. The four boys
attending to the demonstration of a mathematician
are admirably varied in the expression. Mr. Webb's
criticism on this artist is certainly just. He was
perhaps the best ethic painter that ever the world
produced. No man ever expressed the sentiments
so happily in visage, attitude and gesture ; but he
seems to have had too much phlegm to strike off
the grand passions, or reach the sublime parts of
painting. He has the serenity of Virgil, but wants
the fire of Homer. There is nothing in his Par-
nassus which struck me, but the ludicrous im-
propriety of Apollo's playing upon a fiddle, for the
entertainment of the nine Muses.
The Last Judgment, by Buonaroti, in the chapel

of Sixtus IV. produced to my eye the same sort of
confusion that perplexes my ear at a grand concert,
consisting of a great variety of instruments ; or
rather, when a number of people are talking all
at once. I was pleased with the strength of ex-
pression exhibited in single figures, and separate
groups

; but the whole together is a mere mob,
without subordination, keeping, or repose. A
painter ought to avoid all subjects that require a
multiplicity of groups and figures ; because it is

not in the power of that art to unite a great number
in one point of view, so as to maintain that de-
pendence which they ought to have upon one
another. Michael Angelo, with all his skill in
anatomy, his correctness of design, his grand com-
position, his fire and force of expression, seems to
have had very little idea of grace. One would
imagine he had chosen his kings, heroes, cardinals,
and prelates, from among the facchini of Rome ;

that he really drew his Jesus on the cross, from the
agonies of some vulgar assassin expiring on the
wheel

; and that the originals of his Bambini, with
their mothers, were literally found in a stable. In
the Sala Regia, from whence the Systian chapel is

detached, we see, among other exploits of Catholic
heroes, a representation of the massacre of the Pro-
testants in Paris,Thoulouse,and other parts ofFrance,
on the eve of St. Bartholomew, fhus described in the
Dtscrizione di Roma, " Nella prima pittura, esprime
Georgio Vasari l'istoria del Coligni, grand' amiraglio
di Francia, che come capo de rebelli e degl' Ugonotti,
fu ucciso ; e nel' altra vicina, la strange fatta in
Parigi, e nel regno, de rebelli, e degl' Ugonotti." "In
the first picture, George Vasari represents the history
of Coligni, high admiral of France, who was slain as
head of the rebels and Huguenots ; and in another
near it, the slaughter that was made of the rebels and
Huguenots in Paris and other parts of the kingdom."
Thus the court of Rome hath employed their artists

to celebrate and perpetuate, as a meritorious action,

the most perfidious, cruel, and infamous massacre,
that ever disgraced the annals of any nation.

I need not mention the two equestrian statues of
Constantine the Great and Charlemagne, which
stand at opposite ends of the great portico of St.

Peter's church ; because there is nothing in them
which particularly engaged my attention. The
sleeping Cleopatra, as you enter the court of the
Belvidere, in the Vatican, is much admired ; but I

was better pleased with the Apollo, which I take to

be the most beautiful statue that ever was formed.
The Nile, which lies in the open court, surmounted
with the little children, has infinite merit ; but is

much damaged, and altogether neglected. Whether
it is the same described in Pliny, as having been
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placed by Vespasian in the temple of Peace, I do
not know. The sixteen children playing about it

denoted the swelling of the Nile, which never rose
above sixteen cubits. As for the famous group of
Laocoon, it surpassed my expectation. It was not
without reason that Buonarotti called it a portentous
work, and Pliny has done it no more than justice in
saying it is the most excellent piece that ever was
cut in marble ; and yet the famous Fluvius Ursini
is of opinion that this is not the same statue which
Pliny described. His reasons mentioned by Mount-
faucon are these :—The statues described by Pliny
were of one stone ; but these are not. Antonioli, the
antiquary, has in his possession pieces of Laocoon's
snakes which were found in the ground where the
baths of Titus actually stood, agreeably to Pliny,
who says, these statues were placed in the buildings
of Titus. Be that as it may, the work which we
now see does honour to antiquity. As you have
seen innumerable copies and casts of it in marble,
plaster, copper, lead, drawings, and prints, and read
the description of it in Keyslar, and twenty other
books of travels, I shall say nothing more on the
subject ; but that neither they nor I, nor any other
person, could say too much in its praise. It is not
of one piece indeed. In that particular, Pliny him-
self might be mistaken. " Opus omnibus et pictures
et statuarim artis praponendum. Ex uno lapide eum
et Kberos draconumque mirabiles nexus de concilii sen-
tentiafecere summi artifices." Buonarotti discovered
the joinings, though they were so artfully concealed
as to be invisible. This amazing group is the
work of three Rhodian sculptors, called Agesander,
Polydore, and Athenodorus, and was found in the
Thermse of Titus Vespasian, still supposing it to
be the true antique. As for the torso, or mutilated
trunk of a statue, which is called the School of
Michael Angelo, I had not time to consider it

attentively, nor taste enough to perceive its beauties
at first sight. The famous horses on Monte Cavallo,
before the Pope's palace, which are said to have
been made in emulation by Phidias and Praxiteles,
I have seen, and likewise those in the front of the
Capitol, with the statues of Castor and Pollux

;

but what pleased me infinitely more than all of
them together, is the equestrian statue of Corinthian
brass, standing in the middle of this piazza, (I mean
at the Capitol,) said to represent the emperor
Marcus Aurelius. Others suppose it was intended
for Lucius Verus ; a third set of antiquaries contend
for Lucius Septimius Severus; and a fourth for
Constantine, because it stood in the piazza of the
Lateran palace built by that emperor, from whence
Pope Paul III. caused it to be removed to the
Capitol. I considered the trophy of Marius as a
very curious piece of sculpture, and admired the
two sphinxes at the bottom of the stairs leading
to this piazza, as the only good representation of
life I had ever seen from Egypt : for the two idols
of that country, which stand in the ground floor of
the museum of the Capitol, and indeed all the
Egyptian statues in the Camera Egyptiaca of this
very building, are such monstrous misrepresenta-
tions of nature, that they never could have obtained
a place among the statues of Rome, except as
curiosities of foreign superstition, or on account of
the materials, as they are generally of basaltes,
porphyry, or oriental granite.

At the further end of the court of this museum,
fronting the entrance, is a handsome fountain, with
the statue of a river-god reclining on his urn. This
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is no other than the famous Marsorio, so called
from its having been found in Martis Foro. It is

remarkable only as being the conveyance of the
answers to the satires which are found pasted upon
Pasquin, another mutilated statue, standing at the
corner of a street.

The marble coffin, supposed to have contained
the ashes of Alexander Severus, which we find in
one of those apartments, is a curious antique,
valuable for its sculpture in basso-relievo, especially
for the figures on the cover, representing that
emperor and his mother Julia Mammea.

_
1 was sorry I had not time to consider th„ an-

cient plan of Rome, disposed in six classes, on the
stair-case of this museum, which was brought
hither from a temple that stood ir, the Forum
Boarium, now called Campo Vaccino.

It would be ridiculous in me to enter into a detail
of the vast collection of marbles, basso-relievos,
inscriptions, urns, busts, and statues, which are
placed in the upper apartments of this edifice. I
saw them but once, and then I was struck with the
following particulars. A Bacchanalian drunk; a
Jupiter and Leda, at least equal to that in the
gallery at Florence ; an old prafica, or hired
mourner, very much resembling those wrinkled
hags still employed in Ireland, and in the Highlands
of Scotland, to sing the coronach at funerals, in
praise of the deceased ; the famous Antinous, an
elegant figure, which Poussin studied as the canon
or rule of symmetry ; the two fawns ; and, above
all, the mirmiUone, or dying gladiator; the attitude
of the body, the expression of the countenance,
the elegance of the limbs, and the swelling of the
muscles, in this statue, are universally admired;
but the execution of the back is incredibly delicate.
The course of the muscles called longissimi dorsi
are so naturally marked and tenderly executed,
that the marble actually emulates the softness of
flesh

; and you may count all the spines of the ver-
tebra?, raising up the skin as in the living body

;

yet this statue, with all its merit, seems inferior to
the celebrated dying gladiator of Ctesilas, as des-
cribed by Pliny, who says the expression of it was
such, as appears altogether incredible. In the
court, on the opposite side of the Capitol, there is

an admirable statue of a lion devouring a horse,
which was found by the gate of Ostia, near the
pyramid of Caius Cestius ; and here on the left

hand, under a colonnade, is what they call the
Columna Rostrata, erected in honour of Caius
Duilius, who first triumphed over the Carthaginians
by sea. But this is a modern pillar, with the old
inscription, which is so defaced as not to be legible.
Among the pictures in the gallery and saloon above,
what pleased me most was the Bacchus and Ariadne
of Guido Rheni

; and the wolf suckling Romulus
and Remus, by Rubens. The court of the Palazzo
Farnese is surrounded with antique statues, among
which the most celebrated are, the Flora, with a
most delicate drapery ; the gladiator, with a dead
boy over his shoidder; the Hercules, with the
spoils of the Nemean lion; but that which the
connoisseurs justly esteem above the rest, is the
Hercides, by Glycon, which you know as well as
I do, by the great reputation it has acquired.
This admirable statue having been found without
the legs, these were supplied by Gulielmo de la
Porta, so happily, that when afterwards the original
limbs were discovered, Michael Angelo preferred
the modern ones, both in grace and proportion

;
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and they have been retained accordingly. In a
little house or shed behind the court, is preserved
the wonderful groupe of Dirce, commonly called the

Toro Farnese, which was brought hither from the

Therma? Caracalla?. There is such spirit, ferocity,

and indignant resistance expressed in the bull, to

whose horns Dirce is tied by the hair, that I have
never seen any thing like it, either upon canvass, or
in stone. The statues of the two brothers endea-
vouring to throw him into the sea, are beautiful

figures finely contrasted ; and the rope, which one
of them holds in a sort of loose coil, is so surpri-

singly chiseled, that one can hardly believe it is of
stone. As for Dirce herself, she seems to be but a
subaltern character ; but there is a dog upon his

hind legs barking at the bull, which is much admired.
This amazing groupe was cut out of one stone,

by Appollonius and Tauriscus, two sculptors of
Rhodes ; and is mentioned by Pliny in the thirty-

sixth book of his Natural History. All the pre-
cious monuments of art which have come down to

us from antiquity, are the productions of Greek
artists. The Romans had taste enough to admire
the arts of Greece, as plainly appears by the great
collections they made of their statues and pictures,

r.s well as by adopting their architecture and music.
But I do not remember to have read of any Roman
who made a great figure either as a painter or a
statuary. It is not enough to say those professions
were not honourable in Rome, because painting,
sculpture, and music, even rhetoric, physic, and
philosophy, were practised and taught by slaves.

The arts were always honoured and revered at

Rome, even when the professors of them happened
to be slaves by the accidents and iniquity of fortune.
The business of painting and statuary was so pro-
fitable, that in a free republic like that of Rome,
they must have been greedily embraced by a great
number of individuals. But in all probability the
Roman soil produced no extraordinary genius for
those arts. Like the English of this day, they
made a figure in poetry, history, and ethics ; but
the excellence of painting, sculpture, architecture,
and music, they never could attain. In the Palazzo
Picchini, I saw three beautiful figures, the cele-
brated statues of Meleager, the boar and dog;
together with a wolf, of excellent workmanship.
The celebrated statue of Moses, by Michael Angelo,
in the church of St. Peter in Vincula, I beheld
with pleasure ; as well as that of Christ, by the
same hand, in the church of S. Maria Sopra
Minerva. The right foot, covered with bronze
gilt, is much kissed by the devotees. I suppose it

is looked upon as a specific for the toothache

;

for I saw a cavalier in years and an old woman,
successively rub their gums upon it, with the ap-
pearance of the most painful perseverance.
You need not doubt but that I went to the church

of St. Peter in Montorio, to view the celebrated
transfiguration, by Raphael, which, if it was mine,
I would cut in two parts. The three figures in the
air attract the eye so strongly, that little or no at-

tention is paid to those below on the mountain. I
apprehend that the nature of the subject does not
admit of that keeping and dependence which
ought to be maintained in the disposition of the
lights and shadows in a picture. The groupes
seem to be entirely independent of each other, i

The extraordinary merit of this piece, I imagine, i

consists not only in the expression of divinity on the
lace of Christ, but also in the surprising lightness i

. of the figure, that hovers like a beautiful exhala-
tion in the air. In the church of St. Luke, I was

:
not at all struck with the picture of that saint, draw-
ing the portrait of the Virgin Mary, although it is ad-
mired as one of the best pieces of Raphael. Indeed
it made so little impression upon me, that I do not
even remember the disposition of the figures. The
altar-piece, by Andrea Sacchi, in the church of St.

Romauldus, would have more merit, if the figure of
the saint himself had more consequence, and was
represented in a stronger light. In the Palazzo Bor-
ghese I chiefly admired the following pieces. A Ve-
nus with two nymphs, and another with Cupid, both
by Titian ; an excellent Roman Piety, by Leonardo
da Vinci, and thecelebrated Muse, by Domineehino,
which is a fine, jolly, buxom figure. At the palace
of Colonna Connestabile, I was charmed with the
Herodias, by Guido Rheni ; a young Christ, and a
Madonna, by Raphael ; and four landscapes, two
by Claude Lorraine, and the other two by Salvator
Rosa. In the palazetta, or summer-house belonging
to the Palazzo Rospigliosi, I had the satisfaction of
contemplating the Aurora of Guido, the colours of
which still remain in high perfection, notwithstand-
ing the common report that the piece is spoiled by
the dampness of the apartment. The print of this

picture, by Freij, with all its merit, conveys but an
imperfect idea of the beauty of the original. In
the Palazzo Barberini, there is a great collection of
marbles and pictures : among the first, I was at-
tracted by a beautiful statue of Venus ; a sleeping
fawn, of curious workmanship ; a charming Bacchus,
lying on an ancient sculpture, and the famous Nar-
cissus. Of the pictures, what gave me most pleasure
was the Magdalen of Guido, infinitely superior to
that by Le Brun in the church of the Carmelites at
Paris ; the Virgin by Titian ; a Madonna by
Raphael, but not comparable to that which is in the
Palazzo de Pitti, at Florence ; and the death of
Germanicus, by Poussin, which I take to be one of
the best pieces in this great collection. In the
Palazzo Falconeri, there is a beautiful St. Cecilia,

by Guercino ; a holy family by Raphael ; and a fine

expressive figure of St. Peter weeping, by Domi-
neehino. In the Palazzo Altieri I admired a
picture, by Carlo Maratti, representing a saint

calling down lightning from heaven to destroy
blasphemers. It was the figure of the saint I ad-
mired, merely as a portrait. The execution of the
other parts was tame enough

;
perhaps they were

purposely kept down in order to preserve the im-
portance of the principal figure. I imagine Salvator
Rosa would have made a different disposition on
the same subject ; that, amidst the darkness of a
tempest, he would have illuminated the blasphemer
with the flash oflightning by which he was destroyed

;

this would have thrown a dismal gleam upon his

countenance, distorted by the horror of his situation,

as well as by the effects of the fire ; and rendered
the whole scene dreadfully picturesque. In the
same palace I saw the famous Holy Family, by Cor-
regio, which he left unfinished, and no other artist

would undertake to supply, for what reason I know
not. Here too is a Judgment of Paris, by Titian,

which is reckoned a very valuable piece. In the

Palazzo Odescalchi, there is a Holy Family by
Buonarotti, and another by Raphael, both counted
excellent, though in very different styles, extremely
characteristic of those two great rival artists.

If I was silly enough to make a parade, I might
mention some hundreds more of marbles and pic-
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tures which I really saw at Rome, and even eke
out that number with a huge list of those I did not
see

;
but, whatever vanity I may have, it has not

taken this turn ; and 1 assure you, upon my word
and honour, I have described nothing but what
actually fell under my own observation. As for
my critical remarks, I am afraid you will think
them too superficial and capricious to belong to any
other person but your humble servant.

LETTER THE THIRTY-FOURTH.
Nice, April 2, 1765.

Dear Sir,—I have nothing to communicate
touching the library of the Vatican, which, with
respect to the apartments and their ornaments, is

undoubtedly magnificent. The number of books it

contains does not exceed forty thousand volumes,
which are all concealed from the view, and locked
up in presses ; as for the manuscripts, I saw none
but such as are commonly represented to strangers
of our nation, some very old copies of Virgil and
Terence, two or three missals curiously illuminated,
the book de Septem Sacramentis, written in Latin
by Henry VIII. against Luther, and some of that
prince's love letters to Anne Boleyn. I likewise
visited the Libreria Casanetense, belonging to the
convent of the church called S. Maria Sopra
Minerva. I had a recommendation to the principal
librarian, a Dominican friar, who received me very
politely, and regaled me with a sight of several
curious MSS. of the classics.

Having satisfied my curiosity at Rome, I prepared
for my departure, and, as the road between Radico-
sani and Montefiascone is very stony and disagree-
able, I asked the banker Barazzi if there was not a
better way of returning to Florence, expressing a
desire at the same time to see the cascade of Terni.
He assured me that the road by Terni was forty
miles shorter than the other, much more safe and
easy, and accommodated with exceeding good
auberges. Had I taken the trouble to cast my
eyes upon the map, I must have seen that the road
by Terni, instead of being forty miles shorter, was
much longer than the other ; but this was not the
only mistake of Signor Barazzi. Great part of
this way lies over steep mountains, or along the side
of precipices, which render travelling in a carriage
exceeding tedious, dreadful, and dangerous ; and
as for the public houses, they are in all respects the
most execrable that ever I entered. I will venture
to say that a common prisoner in the Marshalsea,
or King's Bench, is more cleanly and commodiously
lodged than we were in many places on this road.
The houses are abominably nasty, and generally
destitute of provision ; when eatables were found
we were almost poisoned by their cookery ; their
beds were without curtains or bedstead, and their
windows without glass ; and for this sort of enter-
tainment we paid as much as if we had been
genteelly lodged, and sumptuously treated. I repeat

«i it again, of all the people I ever knew, the Italians
I are the most villanously rapacious. The first day,
having passed Civita Castellana, a small town
standing on the top of a hill, we put up at what
was called an excellent inn, where cardinals,
prelates, and princes, often lodged. Being meagre
day, there was nothing but bread, eggs, and ancho-
vies, in the house. I went to bed without supper,
and lay in a pallet, where I was half devoured by
vermin. Next day, our road, in some places, lay
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along precipices, which overhang the Nera or Nar,
celebrated in antiquity for its white foam, and the'
sulphurous quality of its waters,

Sutfurea Nar aibus aqua, fontesque Velini.

It is a small but rapid stream, which runs not far
from hence into the Tiber. Passing Utricoli,
near the ruins of ancient Ocricoli, and the ro-
mantic town of Narni, situated on the top of a
mountain, in the neighbourhood of which is
still seen standing one arch of the stupendous
bridge built by Augustus Csesar, we arrived at
Terni, and hiring a couple of chaises before dinner,
went to see the famous Cascata delle Marmore,
which is at the distance of three miles. AVe as-
cended a steep mountain by a narrow road, formed
for a considerable way along the brink of a preci-
pice, at the bottom of which brawls the furious
river Nera, after having received the Velino. This
last is the stream wliich, running from the Lago delle
Marmore, forms the cascade by falling over a preci-
pice about one hundred and sixty feet high. Such
a body of water rushing down the mountain ; the
smoke, vapour, and thick white mist which it

raises; the double rainbow which these particles
continually exhibit while the sun shines; the deafen-
ing sound of the cataract ; the vicinity cf a great
number of other stupendous rocks and precipices,
with the dashing, boiling, and foaming of the two
rivers below, produce altogether an object of tre-
mendous sublimity

; yet great part of its effect is
lost for want of a proper point of view from which
it might be contemplated. The cascade would
appear much more astonishing were it not in some
measure eclipsed by the superior height of the
neighbouring mountains. You have not a front per-
spective, but are obliged to view it obliquely on one
side, standing upon the brink of a precipice, which
cannot be approached without horror. This station
might be rendered much more accessible, and alto-
gether secure, for the expense of four or five
zequines

; and a small tax might be levied for the.
purpose from travellers by the aubergiste at Terni,
who lets his calasses for half a zequine a-piece
to those that are curious to see this phenomenon.
Besides the two postillions whom I paid for this ex-
cursion, at the rate of one stage in posting, there was
a fellow who posted himselfbehind one of thechaises,
by way of going to point out the different views
of the cascade

; and his demand amounted to four
or five pauls. To give you an idea of the ex-
tortion of those villanous publicans, I must tell
you, that for a dinner and supper, which even hun-
ger could not tempt us to eat, and a night's lodging
in three truckle beds, I paid eighty pauls, amounting
to forty shillings sterling. You ask me why I sub-
mitted to such imposition ? I will tell you—I have
more than once in my travels made a formal com-
plaint of the exorbitancy of a publican, to the ma-
gistrate of the place ; but I never received any
satisfaction, and have lost abundance of time. Had
I proceeded to manual correction, I should have
alarmed and terrified the women. Had I peremp-
torily refused to pay the sum total, the landlord,
who was the postmaster, would not have supplied
me with horses to proceed on my journey. I tried
the experiment at Muy in France, where I put my-
self into a violent passion, had abundance of trou-
ble, was detained till it was almost night, and after
all found myself obliged to submit, furnishing at
the same time matter of infinite triumph to the mob

3 D 2
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•which had surrounded the coach, and interested
tnemselves warmly in favour of their townsman.
If some young patriot, in good health and spirits,
would take the trouble, as often as he is imposed
upon by the road in travelling, to have recourse to
the fountain-head, and prefer a regular complaint
to the comptroller of the posts, either in France or
Italy, he would have ample satisfaction, and do great
service to the community. Terni is au agreeable
town, pretty well built, and situated in a pleasant
"valley, between two branches of the river Xera,
whence it was called by the ancients Interamna.
Here is an agreeable piazza, where stands a church
that was of old a heathen temple. There are some
valuable paintings in the church. The people are
said to be very civil, and provisions to be ex-
tremely cheap. It was the birth-place of the Em-
peror Tacitus, as well as of the historian of the same
name. In our journey from hence to Spoleto, we
passed over a high mountain (I think it is called
Somna,) where it was necessary to have two addi-
tional horses to the carriage, and the road winds
along a precipice, which is equallv dangerous
and dreadful. We passed through part of Spoleto,
the capital of Umbria, which is a pretty large city.
Of this, however, I can give no other account from
my own observation, but that I saw at a distance
the famous Gothic aqueduct of brick. This is
mentioned by Addison as a structure which, for
the height of its arches, is not equalled by any
thing in Europe. The road from hence to Foligno,
where we lay, is kept in good order, and lies through
a delightful plain, laid out into beautiful enclosures,
abounding with wine, oiL corn, and cattle, and
watered by the pastoral streams of the famous
river Clitumnus, which takes its rise in three or
four separate rivulets issuing from a rock near the
highway. On the right hand, we saw several towns
situated on rising grounds, and, among the rest,
that of Assisio, famous for the birth of St. Francis,
whose body, being here deposited, occasions a great
concourse of pilgrims. We met a Roman princess
going thither with a grand retinue, in consequence
of a vow she had made, for the re-establishment of
her health. Foligno, the Fnlginium of the ancients,
is a small town, not unpleasant, lying in the midst
of mulberry plantations, vineyards, and corn-fields,
and built on both sides of the little river Topino.
In choosing our beds at the inn, I perceived one
chamber locked, and desired it might be opened

;

upon which the cameriere declared, with some re-
luctance, "Besogna dire a su' exceUenza; pocofa,
che una bestia e inorta in questa camera e non e ancora
iustrata." When I inquired what beast it was, he
replied, " Un eretico Inglese." I suppose he would
not have made so free with our country and reli-
gion, if he had not taken us for German Catholics,
as we afterwards learned from Mr. R—L Next
day we crossed the Tiber over a handsome bridge,
and in mounting the steep hill upon which the city
of Perugia stands, our horses being exhausted, were
dragged backwards, by the weight of the carriage,
to the very edge of a precipice, where happily for
ns, a man passing that way, placed a larsre stone
behind one of the wheels, which stopped their
motion, otherwise we should have been all dashed
in pieces. We had another uglv hill to ascend
within the city, which was more difficult and
dangerous than the other. But the postillions and
the other beasts made such efforts, that we mounted
without the least stop, to the summit, where we

found ourselves in a large piazza, where the horses
are always changed. There being no relavs at
the post, we were obliged to stay the whole dav and
night at Perugia, which is a' considerable* citv,
built upon the acclivity of a hilL adorned with some
elegant fountains, and several handsome churches,
containing some valuable pictures by Guido, Ra-
phael, and his master Pietro Perusino, who wa« a
native of this place. The next stage is on the
banks of the lake, which was the Thrasimene of
the ancients, a beautiful piece of water,above thirty
miles in circumference, having three islands, abound-
ing with excellent fish. Upon a peninsula of it
there is a town and castle. It was in this neigh-
bourhood where the consul Flaminius was totally
defeated with great slaughter bv Hannibal From
Perugia to Florence, the posts "are all double, and
the road is so bad, that we never could travel above
eight-and-twenty miles a day. We were often
obliged to quit the carriage, "and walk up steep
mountains : and the way in general was so unequal
and stony, that we were jolted even to the danger
ofour lives. I never felt anv sort of exercise or
fatigue so intolerable ; and I did not fail to bestow
an hundred benedictions per diem upon the banker
Barazzi, by whose advice we had taken this road

;

yet there was no remedy but patience. If the
coach had not been incredibly strong, it must have
been shattered to pieces. The fifth night we passed
at a place called Camoccia, a miserable cabaret,
where we were fain to cook our own supper, and
lay in a musty chamber, which had never known
a fire, and indeed hadno fire-place, and wherewerun
the risk of being devoured by rats. Next day one of
the irons of the coach gave way at Arezzo, where
we were detained two hours before it could be
accommodated. I might have taken this opportu-
nity to view the remains of the ancient Etruscan
amphitheatre, and the temple ofHercules, described
by the cavalier Lorenzo Guazzesi. as standing in the
neighbourhood of this place. But the blacksmith
assured me his work would be finished in a few
minutes ; and as I had nothing so much at heart as
the speedy accomplishment of this disagreeable
journey, I chose to suppress my curiosity, rather
than be the occasion of a moment's delay." But all
the nights we had hitherto passed, were comfort-
able in comparison to this, which we suffered at a
small village, the name of which I do not remem-
ber.

_
The house was dismal and dirty beyond all

description ; the bedclothes filthy enoug'h to turn the
stomach of a muleteer ; and the victuals cooked in
such a manner, that even a Hottentot could not
have beheld them without loathing. We had
sheets of our own, which were spread upon a mat-
trass, and here I took my repose, wrapped in a
great coat, if that could be called repose, which was
interrupted by the innumerable stings ofvermin. In
the morning, I was seized with a dangerous fit of the
hooping-cough, which terrified my wife, alarmed
my people, and brought the whole community into
the house. I had undergone just such another at
Paris, about a year before. This forenoon one of
our coach wheels flew off in the neighbourhood of
Ancisa, a small town, where we were detained
above two hours by this accident ; a delay which
was productive of much disappointment, "danger,
vexation, and fatigue. There being no horses at
the last post, we were obliged to wait until those
which brought us thither should be sufficiently
refreshed to proceed. Understanding that all the

I
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gates of Florence are shut at six, except two that
are kept open for the accommodation of travellers

;

and that to reach the nearest of these gates, it was
necessary to pass the river Arno in a ferry-boat,
which could not transport the carriage ; I deter-
mined to send my servant before with alight chaise
to enter the nearest gate before it was shut, and
provide a coach to come and take us up at the side
of the river, where we should be obliged to pass in
the boat; for I could not bear the thoughts of lying
another night in a common cabaret. Here, how-
ever, another difficulty occurred. There was but
one chaise, and a dragoon officer in the imperial
troops insisted upon his having bespoke it for him-
self and his servant. A long dispute ensued, which
had like to have produced a quarrel. But at length,
I accommodated matters, by telling the officer that
he should have a place in it gratis, and his servant
might ride a-horseback. He accepted the offer
without hesitation

; but, in the mean time, we set
out in the coach before them, and having proceeded
about a couple of miles, the road was so deep from
a heavy rain, and the beasts were so fatigued, that
they could not proceed. The postillions scourging
the poor animals with great barbarity, they made
an effort, and pulled the coach to the brink of a pre-
cipice, or rather a kind of hollow way, which might
be about seven or eight feet lower than the road.
Here my wife and I leaped out, and stood under the
rain, up to the ancles in mud ; while the postillions still

exercising their whips, one of the fore horses fairly
tumbled down the descent, and hung by the neck,
so that he was almost strangled before he could be
disengaged from the traces, by the assistance of
some foot travellers that happened to pass. While
we remained in this dilemma, the chaise, with the
officer and my servant, coming up, we exchanged
places

; my wife and I proceeded in the chaise, and
left them with Miss C and Mr. R , to follow
in the coach. The road from hence to Florence is
nothing but a succession of steep mountains, paved
and conducted in such a manner, that one would
imagine the design had been to render it imprac-
ticable by any sort of wheel-carriage. Notwith-
standing all our endeavours, I found it would he
impossible to enter Florence before the gates were
shut. I flattered and threatened the driver by turns.
But the fellow, who had been remarkably civil at
first, grew sullen and impertinent. He told me I
must not think of reaching Florence. That the
boat would not take the carriage on board ; and
that from the other side, I must walk five miles
before I should reach the gate that was open. But
he would carry me to an excellent osteria, where I
should be entertained and lodged like a prince. I
was now convinced that he had lingered on purpose
to serve this innkeeper ; and I took it for granted
that what he told me of the distance between the
ferry and the gate was a lie. It was eight o'clock
when we arrived at his inn. I alighted with my
wife to view the chambers, desiring he would not
put up his horses. Finding it was a villanous house,
we came forth, and, by this time, the horses were
put up. I asked the fellow how he durst presume
to contradict my orders, and commanded him to
put them to the chaise. He asked in his turn if I
was mad ? If I thought I and the lady had strength
and courage enough to walk five miles in the dark,
through a road which we did not know, and which
was broke up by a continued rain of two days ? I
told him he was an impertinent rascal, and, as he

FRANCE AND ITALY. 7U
still hesitated, I collared him with one hand, and
shook my cane over his head with the other. It
was the only weapon I had, either offensive or
defensive

; for I had left my sword and musquetoon
in the coach. At length the fellow obeyed, though
with great reluctance, cracking many severe jokes
upon us in the mean time, and being joined in his
raillery by the innkeeper, who had all the external
marks of a ruffian. The house stood in a solitary
situation, and not a soul appeared but these two
miscreants, so that they might have murdered us
without fear of detection. "You do not like the
apartments ?" said one ;

" to be sure they were not
fitted up for persons of your rank and quality !"

" You will be glad of a worse chamber," continued
the other, " before you get to bed." " If you walk
to Florence to night, you will sleep so sound, that
the fleas will not disturb you." " Take care you
do not take up your night's lodging in the middle
of the road, or in the ditch of the city-wall." I fired
inwardly at these sarcasms, to which, however, I
made no reply

; and my wife was almost dead with
fear. In the road from hence to the boat, we met
with an ill-looking fellow, who offered his service
to conduct us into the city ; and such was our
situation, that I was fain to accept his proposal,
especially as we had two small boxes in the chaise
by accident, containing some caps and laces be-
longing to my wife. I still hoped the postillion had
exaggerated in the distance between the boat and
the city-gate, and was confirmed in this opinion by
the ferry-man, who said we had not above half a
league to walk. Behold us then in this expedition

;

myself wrapped up in a very heavv great coat, and
my cane in my hand. I did not'imagine I could
have walked a couple of miles in this equipage,
had my life been depending

;
my wife, a delicate

creature, who had scarce ever walked a mile in her
life, and the ragamuffin before us, with our boxes
under his arm. The night was dark and wet ; the
road slippery and dirty ; not a soul was seen, nor a
sound was heard ; all was silent, dreary and horrible.
I laid my account with a violent fit of illness from
the cold I should infallibly catch, if I escaped as-
sassination, the fears of which were the more
troublesome, as I had no weapon to defend our lives.
While I laboured under the weight of my great
coat, which made the streams of sweat flow down
my face and shoulders, I was plunging in the mud,
up to the mid-leg, at every step ; and at the same
time obliged to support my wife, who wept in silence,
half dead with terror and fatigue. To crown our
vexation, our conductor walked so fast, that he was
often out of sight, and I imagined he had run away
with the boxes. All I could do, on these occasions,
was to halloo as loud as I could, and swear
horribly that I would blow his brains out. I did
not know but these oaths and menaces might keep
other rogues in awe. In this manner did we travel
four long miles, making almost an entire circuit of
the city-wall, without seeing the face of a human
creature, and at length reached the gate, where we
were examined by the guard, and allowed to pass,
after they had told us it was a long mile from hence
to the house of Vanini, where we proposed to lodge.
No matter; being now fairly within the city, I
plucked up my spirits, and performed the rest of
the journey with such ease, that I am persuaded I
could have walked at the same pace all night long,
without being very much fatigued. It was near ten
at night when we entered the auberge, in such a
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draggled and miserable condition, that Mrs. Vanini
almost fainted at sight of us, on the supposition
that we had met with some terrible disaster, and
that the rest of the company were killed. My wife
and I were immediately accommodated with dry
stockings and shoes, a warm apartment, and a good
supper, which I ate with great satisfaction, arising
not only from our having happily survived the
adventure, but also from a conviction that my
strength and constitution were wonderfully repaired.
A'ot but that I still expected a severe cold, attended
with a terrible fit of the asthma; but in this I was
luckily disappointed. I now, for the first time,
drank to the health of my physician Barazzi, fully
persuaded that the hardships and violent exercise I
underwent by following his advice had greatly
contributed to the re-establishment of my health.
In this particular, I imitate the gratitude of Taver-
nier, who was radically cured of the gout by a
Turkish aga in Egypt, who gave him the bastinado,
because he would not look at the head of the bashaw
of Cairo, which the aga carried in a bag to be
presented to the grand signior at Constantinople.

I did not expect to see the rest of our company
that night, as I never doubted but they would stay
with the coach at the inn on the other side of the
Arno. But at midnight we were joined by Miss
C and Mr. R , who had left the carriage
at the inn, under the auspices of the captain and my
servant, and followed our footsteps, by walking
from the ferry-boat to Florence, conducted by one
of the boatmen. Mr. R seemed to be much
ruffled and chagrined; but, as he did not think
proper to explain the cause, he had no right to
expect that I should give him satisfaction for some
insult he had received from my servant. They had
been exposed to a variety of disagreeable adven-
tures from the impracticability of the road. The
coach had been several times in the most immi-
nent hazard of being lost, with all our baggage;
and at two different places it was necessary to hire
a dozen of oxen, and as many men, to disengage it
from the holes into which it had inn. It was in the
confusion of these adventures, that the captain and
his valet, Mr. R and my servant, had like to
have gone all by the ears together. The peace was
with difficulty preserved by the interposition of
Miss C , who suffered incredibly from cold and
wet, terror, vexation, and fatigue. Yet happily no
bad consequence ensued. The coach and baggage
were brought safely into Florence next morning,
when all of us found ourselves well refreshed and
in good spirits. I am afraid this is not the case
with you, who must by this time be quite jaded
with this long epistle, which shall therefore be
closed without further ceremony by, Yours always.

LETTER THE THIRTY-FIFTH.
Nice, March 20, 1765.

Dear Sir,—The season being far advanced, and
the weather growing boisterous, I made but a short
stay at Florence, and set out for Pisa, with full re-
solution to take the nearest road to Lerici, where
we proposed to hire a felucca, for Genoa. I had a
great desire to see Leghorn and Lucca; but the
dread of a winter's voyage by sea, in an open boat,
effectually restrained my curiosity. To avoid the
trouble of having our baggage shifted every post, I
hired two chaises to Pisa, for a couple of zequines

;

and there we arrived about seven in the evening

though not without fear of the consequence, as the
calesses were quite open, and it rained all the way.
I must own I was so sick of the wretched accom-
modation one meets with in every part of Italy,
(except the great cities,) so averse to the sea at this
season, and so fond of the city of Pisa, that I should
certainly have stayed here the winter, had I not
been separated from my books and papers, as -n ell
as from other conveniences and connexions which
I had at Nice ; and foreseen that the thoughts of
performing the same disagreeable voyage in the
spring would embitter my whole winter's enjoy-
ment. I again hired two calesses for Lerici, pro-
posing to lie at Sarzana, three miles short of that
place, where we were told we should find comfort-
able lodging, and to embark next day without
halting. When we departed in the morning, it

rained very hard, and the Cerchio, which the chaises
had formerly passed, almost without wetting the
wheels, was now swelled to a mighty river, broad,
and deep, and rapid. It was with great difficulty
I could persuade my wife to enter the boat ; for i*t

blew a storm, and she had seen it in coming over
from the other side, hurried down a considerable
way by the rapidity of the current, notwithstanding
all the efforts of the watermen. Near two hours
were spent in transporting us, with our chaises.
The road between this and Spirito Santo was ren-
dered almost impassable. When we arrived at
Massa, it began to grow dark, and the postmaster
assured us that the road to Sarzana was overflowed
in such a manner as not to be passed in the day-
time, without imminent danger ; we therefore took
up our lodging for the night at this house, which
was, in all respects, one of the worst we had yet
entered. Next day, we found the Magra as large
and violent as the Cherchio

; however, we passed
it without any accident, and, in the afternoon, arrived
at Lerici. There we were immediately besieged
by a number of patrons of feluccas, from among
whom I chose a Spaniard, partly because he looked
like an honest man, and produced an ample certi-
ficate, signed by an English gentleman, and partly
because he was not an Italian

; for, by this time, I
had imbibed a strong prejudice against the common
people of that country. We embarked in the morn-
ing, before day, with a gale that made us run the lee
gunwale in the water ; but when we pretended to
turn the point of Porto Venere, we found the wind
full in our teeth, and were obliged to return to our
quarters, where we had been shamefully fleeced by
the landlord, who, nevertheless, was not such an
exorbitant knave as the postmaster, whose house I
would advise all travellers to avoid. Here, indeed,
I had occasion to see an instance of prudence and
economy, which I should certainly imitate, if ever
I had occasion to travel this way by myself. An
Englishman, who had hired a felucca from Antibes
to Leghorn, was put in here by stress of weather

;

but being aware of the extortion of innkeepers, and
the bad accommodation in their houses, he slept
on board on his own mattresses ; and there, like-
wise, he had all his conveniences for eating. He
sent his servant on shore occasionally to buy pro-
vision, and see it cooked according to his own
direction in some public-house, and had his meals
regularly in the felucca. This evening, he came
on shore to stretch his legs, and took a solitary
walk on the beach, avoiding us with great care,
although he knew we were English. His valet,
who was abundantly communicative, told my ser-
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vant, that, in coming through France, his master
had travelled three days in company -with two other

English gentlemen, whom he met upon the road,

and, in all that time, he never spoke a word to either;

yet, in other respects, he was a good man, mild,

charitahle, and humane. This is a character truly

British. At five o'clock in the morning, we put to

sea again ; and though the wind was contrary,

made shift to reach the town of Sestri di Levante,

where we were most graciously received by the

publican-butcher, and his family. The house was
in much better order than before ; the people were
much more obliging ; we passed a very tolerable

night, and had a very reasonable bill to pay in the

morning. I cannot account for this favourable

change any other way, than by ascribing it to the

effects of a terrible storm, which had, two days be-
fore, tore up a great number of their olive-trees by
the roots, and done such damage as terrified them
into humility and submission. Next day, the water
being delightful, we arrived, by one o'clock in the

afternoon, at Genoa. Here I made another bargain
with our patron, Antonio, to carry us to Nice. He
had been, hitherto, remarkably obliging, and seem-
ingly modest. He spoke Latin fluently, and was
tinctured with the sciences. I began to imagine
lie was a person of a good family, who had met with
misfortunes in life, and respected him accordingly

;

but I found him mercenary, mean, and rapacious.

The wind being still contrary when we departed

from Genoa, we could get no further than Finale,

where we lodged in a very dismal habitation, which
was recommended to us as the best auberge in the

place. What rendered it the more uncomfortable,

the night was cold, and there was not a fire-place

in the house, except in the kitchen. The beds (if

they deserved that name) were so shockingly nasty,

that we could not have used them, had not a friend

of Mr. E supplied us with mattresses, sheets,

and coverlets; for our own sheets were on board
the felucca, which was anchored at a distance from
the shore. Our fare was equally wretched. The
master of the house was a surly assassin, and his

cameriere, or waiter, stark staring mad. Our situa-

tion was, at the same time, shocking and ridiculous.

Mr. E quarrelled over-night with the master,

who swore, in broken French, to my man, that he
had a good mind to poniard that impertinent Pied-

montese. In the morning, before day, Mr. E ,

coming into my chamber, gave me to understand
that he had been insulted by the landlord, who de-
manded six-and-thirty livres for our supper and
lodging. Incensed at the rascal's presumption, I

assured him I would make him take half the money,
and a good beating into the bargain. He replied,

that he would have saved me the trouble of beating
him, had not the cameriere, who was a very sen-
sible fellow, assured him the patron was out of his

senses, and, if roughly handled, might commit some
extravagance. Though I was exceedingly ruffled

I could not help laughing at the mad cameriere's
palming himself upon R as a sensible fellow,

and transferring the charge of madness upon his

master, who seemed to be much more knave than
fool. While Mr. E went to mass, I desired the
cameriere to bid his master bring the bill, and to

tell him that if it was not reasonable, I would carry
him before the commandant. In the mean time, I
armed myself with my sword in one hand, and my
cane in the other. The innkeeper immediately
entered, pale and staring, and when I demanded his

hill, he told me, with a profound reverence, that he
should be satisfied with whatever I myself thought

proper to give. Surprised at this moderation, I

asked if he would be content with twelve livres?

and he answered, " Contissimo," with another

prostration. Then he made an apology for the

bad accommodation of his house, and complained,

that the reproaches of the other gentleman, whom
he was pleased to call my major-domo, had almost

turned his brain. When he quitted the room, his

cameriere, laying hold of his master's last words,

pointed to his own forehead, and said, he had in-

formed the gentleman over-night that his patron

was mad. This day we were, by a high wind in

the afternoon, driven for shelter into Forto Mau-
ritio, where we found the posthouse even worse than

that of Finale ; and what rendered it more shock-

ing was a girl, quite covered with the confluent

small-pox, who lay in a room through which it was
necessary to pass to the other chambers, and who
smelled so strong as to perfume the whole house

We were but fifteen miles from St. Eemo, where
I knew the auberge was tolerable, and thither I

resolved to travel by land. I accordingly ordered

five mules, to travel by post, and a very ridiculous

cavalcade we formed, the women being obliged to

use common saddles ; for in this country even the

ladies sit astride. The road lay along one conti-

nued precipice, and was so difficult, that the beasts

never could exceed a walking pace. In some places

we were obliged to alight. Seven hours were spent

in travelling fifteen short miles. At length we
arrived at our old lodgings in St. Eemo, which we
found white-washed, and in great order. We sup-

ped pretty comfortably, slept well, and had no reason

to complain of imposition in paying the bill. This
was not the case in the article of the mules, for which
I was obliged to pay fifty livres, according to the

regulation of the posts. The postmaster, who came
along with us, had the effrontery to tell me, that if

I had hired the mules to carry me and my company
to St. Eemo, in the way of common travelling, they
would have cost me but fifteen livres ; but as I de-

manded post-horses, I must submittothe regulations.

This is a distinction the more absurd, as the road is of

such a nature as renders it impossible to travel faster

in one way than in another ; nor indeed is there

the least difference either in the carriage or con-

venience, between travelling post and journey
riding. A publican might with the same reason

charge me three livres a pound for whiting, and if

questioned about the imposition, reply, that if I had
asked for fish, I should have had the very same
whiting for the fifth part of the money ; but that

he made a very wide difference between selling it

as fish, and selling it as whiting. Our felucca came
round from Porto Mauritio in the night, and em-
barking next morning, we arrived at Nice about
four in the afternoon.

Thus have I given you a circumstantial detail of
my Italian expedition, during which I was exposed
to a great number of hardships, which I thought
my weakened constitution could not have borne

;

as well as to violent fits of passion, chequered,
however, with transports of a more agreeable
nature ; insomuch that I may say I was for two
months continually agitated either in mind or body,
and very often both at the same time. As my
disorder at first arose from a sedentary life, pro-
ducing a relaxation of the fibres, which naturally

brought on a listlessness, indolence, and di jection
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of the spirits, I am convinced that this hard exercise
of mind and body cooperated with the change of
air and objects, to brace up the relaxed constitution,
and promote a more vigorous circulation of the
juices, which had long languished even almost to
stagnation. Eor some years I had been as subject
to colds as a delicate woman new delivered. If I
ventured to go abroad when there was the least
moisture either in the air, or upon the ground, I
was sure to be laid up a fortnight with a cough and
asthma. But, in this journey, I suffered cold and
rain, and stood and walked in the wet. heated my-
self with exercise, and sweated violently, without
feeling the least disorder

; but, on the contrary,
felt myself growing stronger every day in the midst
of these excesses. Since my return to Nice, it has
rained the best part of two months, to the astonish-
ment of all the people in the country

; yet, during
all that time I have enjoyed good health and spirits.

On Christmas eve, I went to the cathedral at mid-
night, to hear high mass celebrated by the new
bishop of Nice, in pontificalibus, and stood near
two hours uncovered in a cold gallery, without
having any cause in the sequel to repent of my
curiosity. In a word, I am now so well, that I no
longer despair of seeing you and the rest of my
friends in England ; a pleasure which is eagerly
desired by, dear sir,

Your affectionate humble servant.

LETTER THE THIRTY-SIXTH.
Nice, March 23, 1765.

Dear Sir,—You ask whether I think the French
people are more taxed than the English? but I
apprehended, the question would be more apropos,
if you asked whether the French taxes are more
unsupportable than the English ? for, in comparing
burdens, we ought always to consider the strength
of the shoulders that bear them. I know no better
way of estimating the strength, than by examining
the face of the country, and observing the appearance
of the common people, who constitute the bulk of
every nation. When I therefore see the country
of England smiling with cultivation ; the grounds
exhibiting all the perfections of agriculture, par-
celled out into beautiful enclosures, cornfields, hay
and pasture, woodland and common ; when I see
her meadows well stocked with black cattle ; her
downs covered with sheep ; when I view her teams
of horses and oxen, large and strong, fat and sleek

;

when I see her farm houses the habitations of
plenty, cleanliness, and convenience ; and her pea-
sants well fed, well lodged, well clothed, tall and
stout, and hale and jolly ; I cannot help concluding
that the people are well able to bear those im-
positions which the public necessities have rendered
necessary. On the other hand, when I perceive
such signs of poverty, misery, and dirt, among the
commonalty of France, their unfenced fields dug up
in despair, without the intervention of meadow or
fallow ground, without cattle to furnish manure,
without horses to execute the plans of agriculture

;

their farm houses mean, their furniture wretched,
their apparel beggarly

; themselves and their beasts
the images of famine ; I cannot help thinking they
groan under oppression, either from their landlords
or their government

; probably from both.
The principal impositions of the French govern-

ment are these :—First, the taille, paid by all the
commons, except those that are privileged; se-

condly, the capitation, from which no persons (not
even the nobles) are excepted

;
thirdly, the tenths

and twentieths, called Dixiemes and Vingtiemes,
which every body pays. This tax was originally
levied as an occasional aid in times of war, and
other emergencies

; but, by degrees, is become a
standing revenue even in time of peace. All the
money arising from these impositions goes directly
to the king's treasury ; and must undoubtedly amount
to a very great sum. Besides these, he has the
revenue of the farms, consisting of the droits
d'aides, or excise on wine, brandy, &c. ; of the
custom-house duties; of the gabelle, comprehending
that most oppressive obligation on individuals to
take a certain quantity of salt at the price which
the farmers shall please to fix ; of the exclusive
privilege to sell tobacco; of the droits de controlle,
insinuation, centieme denier, franchiefs, aubeine,
echange et contra-echange, arising from the acts of
voluntary jurisdiction, as well as certain law-suits.
These farms are said to bring into the king's coffers
above one hundred and twenty millions of livres
yearly, amounting to near five millions sterling

;

but the poor people are said to pay about a third
more than this sum, which the farmers retain to
enrich themselves, and bribe the great for their
protection

; which protection of the great is the
true reason why this most iniquitous, oppressive,
and absurd method of levying money is not laid
aside. Over and above those articles I have men-
tioned, the French king draws considerable sums
from his clergy, under the denomination of dons
gratuits, or free gifts ; as well as from the subsidies
given by the pays d'etats, such as Provence,
Languedoc, and Bretagne, which are exempted from
the taille. The whole revenue of the French king
amounts to between twelve and thirteen millions
sterling. These are great resources for the king

;

but they will always keep the poor miserable, and
effectually prevent them from making such im-
provements as might turn their lands to the best
advantage. But, besides being eased in the article
of taxes, there is something else required to make
them exert themselves for the benefit of their
country. They must be free in their persons,
secure in their property, indulged with reasonable
leases, and effectually protected by law from the
insolence and oppression of their superiors.

Great as the French king's resources may appear,
they are hardly sufficient to defray the enormous
expense of his government. About two millions
sterling per annum of his revenue are said to be
anticipated for paying the interest of the public
debts ; and the rest is found inadequate to the
charge of a prodigious standing army, a double
frontier of fortified towns, and the "extravagant
appointments of ambassadors, generals, governors,
intendants, commandants, and other officers of the

j

crown, all of whom affect a pomp, which is equally
ridiculous and prodigal. A French general in the

j
field is always attended by thirty or forty cooks

; f
and thinks it is incumbent upon him, for the glory
of France, to give a hundred dishes every day at his
table. When Don Philip, and the mareschal Duke
de Bellisle, had their head quarters at Nice, there
were fifty scullions constantly employed in the great
square, in plucking poultry. This absurd luxury
infects their whole army. Even the commissaries
keep open table; and nothing is seen but prodigality
and profusion. The king of Sardinia proceeds upon
another plaa. His troops are better clothed, bettea
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paid, and better fed than those of France. The
commandant of Nice has about four hundred a

year of appointments, which enables him to live

decently, and even to entertain strangers. On the

other hand, the commandant of Antibes, which is

in all respects more inconsiderable than Nice, has

from the French king above five times the sum to

support the glory of his monarch, which all the

sensible part of mankind treat with ridicule and
contempt. But the finances of France are so ill

managed, that many of their commandants and other

officers, have not been able to draw their appoint-

ments these two years. In vain they complain and
remonstrate. When they grow troublesome, they

are removed. How then must they support the glory

of France? how, but by oppressing the poor people?

The treasurer makes use of their money for his

own benefit. The king knows it ; he knows his

officers, thus defrauded, fleece and oppress the

people ; but he thinks proper to wink at these

abuses. That government may be said to be weak
and tottering which finds itself obliged to connive

at such proceedings. The king of France, in order
to give strength and stability to his administration,

ought to have sense to adopt a sage plan of economy
and vigour of mind sufficient to execute it in all its

parts, with the most rigorous exactness. He ought
to have courage enough to find fault, and even to

punish the delinquents, of what quality soever they

may be ; and the first act of reformation ought to

be a total abolition of all the farms. There are un-
doubtedly many marks of relaxation in the reins of
the French government, and in all probability the

subjects of France will be the first to take the ad-
vantage of it. There is at present a violent fer-

mentation of different principles among them, which,
under the reign of a very weak prince, or during a
long minority, may produce a great change in the

constitution. In proportion to the progress of
reason and philosophy, which have made great ad-

vances in this kingdom, superstition loses ground

;

ancient prejudices give way : a spirit of freedom
takes the ascendant. All the learned laity of France
detest the hierarchy as a plan of despotism, founded
on imposture and usurpation. The Protestants,

who are very numerous in the southern parts, abhor
it with all the rancour of religious fanaticism.

Many of the commons, enriched by commerce and
manufacture, grow impatient of those odious dis-

tinctions, which exclude them from the honours
aud privileges due to their importance in the com-
monwealth ; and all the parliaments or tribunals

of justice in the kingdom, seem bent upon asserting

their rights and independence in the face of the

king's prerogative, and even at the expense of his

power and authority. Should any prince, there-

fore, be seduced by evil counsellors, or misled by
his own bigotry, to take some arbitrary step, that

may be extremely disagreeable to all those com-
munities, without having spirit to exert the violence

of his power for the support of his measures, he will

become equally detested and despised ; and the in-

fluence of the commons will insensibly encroach
upon the pretensions of the crown. But if, in the

time of a minority, the power of the government
should be divided among the different competitors

for the regency, the parliaments and people will find

it still more easy to acquire and ascertain the liberty

at which they aspire, because they will have the

balance of power in their hands, and be able to

make either scale preponderate. I could say a

great deal more upon this subject, and I have some
remarks to make relating to the methods which
might be taken in case of a fresh rupture with
France, for making a vigorous impression on that

kingdom. But these I must defer till another oc-

casion, having neither room nor leisure at present

to add anything, but that I am, with great truth,

dear sir, your very humble servant.

LETTER THE THIRTY-SEVENTH.
Nice, April 2, 1765.

Dear Doctor,—As I have now passed a second

winterat Nice, I think myself qualified to make some
farther remarks on this climate. During the heats

of last summer I flattered myself with the prospect

of the fine weather I should enjoy in the winter ;

but neither I, nor any person in this country, could

foresee the rainy weather that prevailed from the

middle of November till the twentieth of March.
In this short period of four months we have had
fifty-six days of rain, which I take to be a greater

quantity than generally falls during the six worst

months of the year in the county of Middlesex,

especially as it was, for the most part, a heavy con-

tinued rain. The south winds generally predomi-
nate in the wet season at Nice; but this winter the

rain was accompanied with every wind that blows,

except the south
;
though the most frequent were

those that came from the east and north quarters.

Notwithstanding these great rains, such as were
never known before at Nice in the memory of man,
the intermediate days of fair weather were delight-

ful, and the ground seemed perfectly dry. The air

itself was perfectly free from moisture. Though I

live upon a ground- floor, surrounded on three sides

by a garden, I could not perceive the least damp,
either on the floors or the furniture ; neither was
I much incommoded by the asthma, which used
always to harass me most in wet weather. In
a word, I passed the winter here much more
comfortably than I expected. About the vernal

equinox, however, I caught a violent cold, which
was attended with a difficulty of breathing, and, as

the sun advances towards the tropic, I find myself
still more subject to rheums. As the heat increases,

the humours of the body are rarified, and, of conse-

quence, the pores of the skin are opened ; while the

east wind, sweeping over the Alps and Appen-
nines, covered with snow, continues surprisingly

sharp and penetrating. Even the people of the

country, who enjoy good health, are afraid of ex-
posing themselves to the air at this season, the in-

temperature of which may last till the middle of
May, when all the snow on the mountains will

probably be melted ; then the air will become mild
and balmy, till, in the progress of summer, it grows
disagreeably hot, and the strong evaporation from
the sea makes it so saline, as to be unhealthy for

those who have a scorbutical habit. When the sea

breeze is high, this evaporation is so great as to

cover the surface of the body with a kind of volatile

brine, as I plainly perceived last summer. I am
more and more convinced that this climate is un-
favourable to the scurvy. Were I obliged to pass

my life in it, I would endeavour to find a country
retreat among the mountains, at some distance from
the sea, where I might enjoy a cool air free from
this impregnation, unmolested by those flies, gnats,

and other vermin, which render the lower parts

almost uninhabitable. To this place I would retire
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in the month of June, and there continue till the
beginning of October, when I would return to my
habitation in Nice, where the winter is remarkably
mild and agreeable. In March and April, however
1 would not advise a valetudinarian to go forth with-
out taking precaution against the cold. An agreeable
summer retreat may be found on the other side of
the Var, at or near the town of Grasse, which is
pleasantly situated on the ascent of a hill in Pro-
vence, about seven English miles from Nice. This
place is famous for its pomatum, gloves, wash-
balls, perfumes, and toilette boxes, lined with ber-
gamot. I am told it affords good lodgine, and is
supplied well with provisions.
Weare now preparing for our journey to England,

from the exercise of which 1 promise myself much
benefit. A journey extremely agreeable, not only
on that account, but also because it will restore me
to the company of my friends, and remove me from
a place where I leave nothing but the air, which I
can possibly regret The only friendships I have
contracted at Nice are with strangers, who, like
myself, only sojourn here for a season. I now find
by experience it is great folly to buy furniture, un-
less one is resolved to settle here for some years.
I he Nissards assured me, with great confidence, that
1 should always be able to sell it for a verv little
Joss

;
whereas I find myself obliged to part with it

for about one-third of what it cost. I have sent for
a coach to Aix, and as soon as it arrives shall takemy departure; so that the next letter you receive
from me will be dated from some place on the road
1 propose to take Antibes, Toulon, Marseilles Aix
Avignon, and Orange, in my way; places which I
nave not yet seen, and where, perhaps, I shall find
something for your amusement, which will always
be a consideration of some weight with,

Dear Sir, yours

LETTER THE THIRTY-EIGHTH.
To Dr. S , at Nice.

Turin, March 18, 1765.

Dear Sir,—I am just returned from an excur-
sion to Turin, which is about thirty leagues from
hence, the greater part of the way lying over fright-
ful mountains covered with snow. The difficulty
of the road, however, reaches no farther than Coni
from whence there is an open highway through a
fine plain country, as far as the capital of Pied-
mont, and the traveller is accommodated with
chaise and horses to proceed either post, or by
cambiatura, as in other parts of Italy. There are
only two ways of performing the journey over the
mountains from Nice ; one is to ride a mule-back
and the other to be carried in a chair. The former
I chose, and set out with my servant on the seventh
day of February at two in the afternoon. I was
hardly clear of Nice, when it began to rain so hard
that in less than an hour the mud was half a foot
deep in many parts of the road. This was the only
inconvenience we suffered, the way being in other
respects practicable enough ; for there is but one
small lull to cross on this side of the village of
L-Lscarene, where we arrived about six in the
evening. The ground in this neighbourhood is
tolerably cultivated, and the mountains are planted
to the tops with olive trees. The accommodation
Here is so very bad, that I had no inclination to be
a-bed longer than was absolutely necessary for
refreshment; and therefore I proceeded on my

journey at two in the morning, conducted by a
guide whom I hired for this purpose at the rate of
three livres a-day. Having ascended one side, and
descended the other, of the mountain called Braus,
which took up four hours, though the road is not
bad, we at six reached the village of Sospello
which is agreeably situated in a small valley sur-
rounded by prodigious high and barren mountains.
Ihis little plain is pretty fertile, and, being watered
by a pleasant stream, forms a delightful contrast
with the hideous rocks that surround it. Having
reposed myself and my mules two hours at this
place, we continued our journey over the second
mountain, called Brovis, which is rather more con-
siderable than the first, and in four hours arrived
a
l T1

- ViandoIa
'
a tolerable inn, situated betwixt

the high road and a small river, about a gun-shot
Iran the town of Brieglie, which we left on the
right. As we jogged along in the grey of the
morning, I was a little startled at two figures which
I saw before me, and began to put my pistols in
order It must be observed, that these mountains
are infested with contrabctndkrs, a set of smuggling
peasants, very bold and desperate, who make a
traffic of selling tobacco, salt, and other merchan-
dise, which have not paid duty, and sometimes lay
travellers under contribution. I did not doubt but
there was a gang of these freebooters at hand ; but
as no more than two persons appeared, I resolved
to let them know we were prepared for defence
and fired one of my pistols, in hope that the report
of it, echoed from the surrounding rocks, would
produce a proper effect. But, the mountains and
roads being entirely covered with snow, to a con-
siderable depth, there was little or no reverberation
and the sound was not louder than that of a pop-
gun, although the piece contained a good charge
of powder. Nevertheless, it did not fail to engage
the attention of the strangers, one of whom imme-
diately wheeled to the left about, and being by this
time very near me, gave me an opportunity of con-
templating his whole person. He was very tall
meagre, and yellow, with a long hooked nose, and'
small twinkling eyes. His head was cased in a
wollen night-cap, over which he wore a flapped
hat

;
he had a silk handkerchief about his neck

and his mouth was furnished with a short wooden
pipe, from which he discharged wreathing clouds
of tobacco-smoke. He was wrapped in a kind of
capot of green baize, lined with wolf-skin, had a
pair of monstrous boots, quilted on the inside with
cotton, was almost covered with dirt, and rode a
mule so low that his long legs hung dangling
within six inches of the ground. This grotesque
figure was so much more ludicrous than terrible,
that I could not help laughing ; when taking his
pipe out of his mouth, he very politely accosted me
by name. You may easily guess I was exceedingly
surprised at such an address on the top of the
mountain Brovis

; but he forthwith put an end to
it, by discovering himself to be the Marquis M
whom I had the honour to be acquainted with at
JN ice. After having rallied him upon his equipage,
he gave me to understand he had set out from Nicem the morning of the same day that I departed

;

that he was going to Turin, and that he had sent
one of his servants before him to Coni with his
baggage. Knowing him to be an agreeable com-
panion, I was glad of this encounter, and we resolved
to travel the rest of the way together. We dined
at La Giandola, and in the" afternoon rode alon"
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the little river Rioda, which runs in a bottom
between frightful precipices, and in several places

forms natural cascades, the noise of which had well

nigh deprived us of the sense of hearing ; after a
winding course among these mountains, it dis-

charges itself into the Mediterranean at Ventimiglia,

in the territory of Genoa. As the snow did not
lie on these mountains, when we cracked our whips,

there was such a repercussion of the sound as is

altogether inconceivable. We passed by the village

of Saorgio, situated on an eminence, where there is

a small fortress which commands the whole pass,

and in five hours arrived at our inn, on this side

the Col de Tende, where we took up our quarters,

but had very little reason to boast of our entertain-

ment. Our greatest difficulty, however, consisted

in pulling off the Marquis's boots, which were of
the kind called Seafarot, by this time so loaded
with dirt on the outside, and so swelled with the

rain within, that he could neither drag them after

him as he walked, nor disencumber his legs of
them without such violence as seemed almost suffi-

cient to tear him limb from limb. In a word, we
were obliged to tie a rope about his heel, and all

the people in the house assisting to pull, the poor
Marquis was drawn from one end of the apartment
to the other before the boot would give way. At
last his legs were happily disengaged, and the

machines carefully dried and stuffed for next day's

journey.

We took our departure from hence at three in

the morning, and at four began to mount the Col
de Tende, which is by far the highest mountain in

the whole journey. It was now quite covered with
snow, which at the top of it was near twenty feet

thick. Half way up, there are quarters for a
detachment of soldiers, posted here to prevent
smuggling, and an inn called La Ca, which in the

language of the country signifies The House. At
this place, we hired six men to assist us in ascend-

ing the mountain, each of them provided with a

kind of hoe to break the ice, and make a sort of
steps for the mules. When we were near the top,

however, we were obliged to alight, and climb the

mountain, supported each by two of those men,
called coulants, who walk upon the snow with great

firmness and security. We were followed by the

mules ; and though they are very sure-footed

animals, and were frost-shod for the occasion, they
stumbled and fell very often ; the ice being so hard
that the sharp-headed nails in their shoes could not

penetrate. Having reached the top of this moun-
tain, from whence there is no prospect but of other

rocks and mountains, we prepared for descending
on the other side by the Leze, which is an occa-

sional sledge made of two pieces of wood, carried

up by the coulants for this purpose. I did not

much relish this kind of carriage, especially as the

mountain was very steep, and covered with such a

thick fog that we could hardly see two or three

yards before us. Nevertheless, our guides were so

confidant, and my conpanion, who had passed the

same way on other occasions, was so secure, that I

ventured to place myself on this machine, one of the

coulants standing behind me, and the other sitting

before, as the conductor, with his feet paddling

among the snow, in order to moderate the velocity

of its descent. Thus accommodated, we descended
the mountain with such rapidity, that in an hour
we reached Limon, which is the native place of

almost all the muleteers who transport merchandise

from Nice to Coni and Turin. Here we waited
full two hours for the mules, which travelled with

the servants by the common road. To each of the

coulants we paid forty sols, which are nearly equal

to two shillings sterling. Leaving Limon, we were
in two hours quite disengaged from the gorges of

the mountains, which are partly covered with wood
and pasturage, though altogether inaccessible, ex-

cept in summer ; but from the foot of the Col de
Tende, the road lies through a plain all the way to

Turin. We took six hours to travel from the inn

where we had lodged over the mountain to Limon,
and five hours from thence to Coni. Here we
found our baggage, which we had sent off by the

carriers one day before we departed from Nice

;

and here we dismissed our guides, together with

the mules. In winter, you have a mule for this

whole journey at the rate of twenty livres ; and the

guides are paid at the rate of two livres a-day,

reckoning six days, three for the journey to Coni,

and three for their return to Nice. We set out so

early in the morning, in order to avoid the incon-

veniences and dangers that attend the passage

of this mountain. The first of these arises from
your meeting with long strings of loaded mules
in a slippery road, the breadth of which does not

exceed a foot and a half. As it is altogether

impossible for two mules to pass each other in such

a narrow path, the muleteers have made doublings

or elbows in different parts, and when the troops

of mules meet, the least numerous is obliged to

turn off into one of these doublings, and there

halt until the others are past. Travellers, in

order to avoid this disagreeable delay, which is the

more vexatious, considering the excessive cold,

begin the ascent of the mountain early in the morn-
ing, before the mules quit their inns. But the

great danger of travelling here when the sun is up,

proceeds from what they call the valanehes. These
are balls of snow detached from the mountains
which overtop the road, either by the heat of the

sun, or the humidity of the weather. A piece of

snow thus loosened from the rock, though perhaps

not above three or four feet in diameter, increases

sometimes in its descent to such a degree, as to be-

come two hundred paces in length, and rolls down
with such rapidity, that the traveller is crushed to

death before he can make three steps on the road.

These dreadful heaps drag every thing along with

them in their descent. They tear up huge trees

by the roots, and if they chance to fall upon a house
demolish it to the foundation. Accidents of this

kind seldom happen in the winter while the wea-
ther is dry ; and yet scarce a year passes in which
some mules and their drivers do not perish by the

valanehes. At Coni we found the Countess C
from Nice, who had made the same journey in a
chair carried by porters. This is no other than a
common elbow-chair of wood, with a straw bottom,
covered above with wax-cloth, to protect the tra-

veller from the rain or snow, and provided with a
foot-board upon which the feet rest. It is carried

like a sedan-chair ; and for this purpose six or
eight porters are employed at the rate of three or
four livres a-head per day, according to the sea-

son, allowing three days for their return. Of these
six men, two are between the poles carrying like

common chairmen, and each of these is supported
by the other two, one at each hand. But as those
in the middle sustain the greatest burden, they are
relieved by the others in a regular rotation. In
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descending the mountain, they carry the poles on
their shoulders, and in that case four men are em-
ployed, one at each end.
At Com, you may have a chaise to go -with the

same horses to Turin, for which you pay fifteen
livres, and are a day and a half on the way. Youmay post it, however, in one day, and then the
price is seven Uvres ten sols per post, and ten sols
to the postillion. The method we took -was that of
cambiatura. This is a chaise with horses shifted
at the same stages that are used in posting. But
as it is supposed to move slower, we pay but five
livres per post, and ten sols to the postillion. In
order to quicken its pace, we gave ten sols extra-
ordinary to each postillion, and for this gratifica-
tion he drove us even faster than the post The
chaises are like those of Italy, and will take on
near two hundred weight of baggage.

Coni is situated between two small streams, and
though neither very large nor populous, is consi-
derable for the strength of its fortifications. It is
honoured with the title of the Maiden Fortress be-
cause, though several times besieged, it was never
taken. The Prince of Conti invested it in the war of
1-44 ; but he was obliged to raise the siege, afterhaving given battle to the King of Sardinia The
place was gallantly defended by the Baron Leu-
trum, a German Protestant, the best general in the
Sardinian service. But what contributed most to
the miscarriage of the enemy, was a long tract ofheavy rams, which destroyed all their works, and
rendered their advances impracticable

I need not tell you that Piedmont is one of themost fertile and agreeable countries in Europe, and
this the most agreeable part of Piedmont, though itnow appeared to disadvantage from the ri-orous
season of the year. I shall only observe, that we
passed through Sabellian, which is a considerable
town, and arrived in the evening at Turin We
entered this fine city by the gate of Nice, and pas-
sing through the elegant Piazza di San Carlo, took
up our quarters at the Bona Fama, which stands at
one corner of the great square, called La Piazza
Lastel.

Were I even disposed to give a description of
iurin, I should be obliged to postpone it till an-
other opportunity, having no room at present to say
any tuing more, but that I am always Yours

tember. I was so exasperated at this treatment,
trom a man whom I had cultivated with particular
respect, that I determined to contest it at law. But
the affair was accommodated by the mediation of a
father of the Mmims, a friend to both, and a mer-
chant office, who charged himself with the care
of the house and furniture. A stranger must con-
duct himself with the utmost circumspection to be
able to live among these people without being the
dupe of imposition.

I had sent to Aix for a coach and four horses,
which I hired at the rate of eighteen French livres
a-day, bemg equal to fifteen skillings and nine-pence
sterling. The river Var was so swelled by the
melting of the snow on the mountains, as to be im-
passable by any wheel carriage ; and therefore the
coach remained at Antibes, to which we went by
water, the distance being about nine or ten miles,
ibis is the Antipolis of the ancients, said to have
been built like Nice, by a colony of Marseilles. In
all probability, however, it was later than the
foundation of Nice, and took its name from itsbemg situated directly opposite to that city. Pliny
says, it was famous for its tunny-fishery ; and in
this circumstance Martial alludes' in the "following
lines :— 6

Antipolitani.fateor, sum filia thynni.
Essem si Scombri non tibi missa forem.

LETTER THE THIRTY-NINTH.
Aix en Proveuce, May 10, 1765.

Dear Sir, I am thus far on my way to Eng-
land I had resolved to leave Nice without having
the least dispute with any one native of the place*
but I found it impossible to keep this resolution.My landlord, Mr. C , a man of fashion, with
whose family we had always lived in friendship
""•as so reasonable as to expect I should give him
up the house and garden, though they were to be
paid for till Michaelmas, and peremptorily declared
1 should not be permitted to sublet them to any
other person. He had of his own accord assuredme more than once, that he would take my furni-
ture off my hands, and, trusting to his assurance, Inad lost the opportunity of disposing of it to ad-

n«ne
' , ' T

he° the time of my departure drew
near, he refused to take it, at the same time insist-ing upon having the key of the house and garden,

tW •?
on bemg paid the whole rent directly,

t-iougli it would not be due till the middle of Sep-

At present, it is the frontier of France towards
Italy pretty strongly fortified, and garrisoned by a
battalion of soldiers. The town is small and in-
considerable

; but the bason of the harbour is sur-
rounded to seaward by a curious bulwark founded
upon piles driven in the water, consisting of a wall
ramparts, casemates, and quay. Vessels lie very
safe in this harbour

; but there is not water at the
entrance of it to admit of ships of any burden. The
shallows run so far off from the coast, that a ship
of force cannot lie near enough to batter the town •

but it was bombarded in the late war. Its chief
strength by land consists in a small quadrangular
fort, detached from the body of the place, which, in
a particular manner, commands the entrance of the
harbour. The wall of the town built in the sea has
embrasures and saliant angles, on which a great
number of cannon may be mounted.

I think the adjacent country is much more plea-
sant than that on the side of Nice ; and there is
certainly no essential difference in the climate. The
ground here is not so encumbered ; it is laid out in
agreeable enclosures, with intervals of open fields,
and the mountains rise with an easy ascent at a
much greater distance from the sea, than on the
other side of the bay. Besides, here are charming
rides along the beach, which is smooth and firm.
VV hen we passed in the last week of April, the corn
was then m ear ; the cherries were almost ripe

;

and the figs had begun to blacken. I had embarkedmy heavy baggage on board a London ship, which
happened to be at Nice, ready to sail. As for our
small trunks or portmanteaus, which we carried
along with us, they were examined at Antibes ; but
the ceremony was performed very superficially, in
consequence of tipping the searcher with half-a-
crown, winch is a wonderful conciliator at all the
bureaus in this country.
We lay at Cannes, a neat village, charmingly

situated on the beach of the Mediterranean, ex-
actly opposite to the isles Marguerites, where state
prisoners are confined. As there are some good
houses in this place, I would rather live here for
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the sake of the mild climate, than either at Antibes
or Nice. Here you are not cooped up within walls,

nor crowded with soldiers and people ; but are al-

ready in the country, enjoy a fine air, and are well
supplied with all sorts of fish.

The mountain of Esterelles, which in one of my
former letters I described as a most romantic and
noble plantation of evergreens, trees, shrubs, and
aromatic plants, is at present quite desolate. Last
summer some execrable villains set fire to the pines
when the wind was high. It continued burning for
months, and the conflagration extended above ten
leagues, consuming an incredible quantity of timber.
The ground is now naked on each side of the road,
or occupied by the black trunks of the trees which
have been scorched without falling. They stand as

so many monuments of the judgment of heaven,
filling the mind with horror and compassion. I
could hardly refrain from shedding tears at this

dismal spectacle, when I recalled the idea of what
it was about eighteen months ago.

As we staid all night at Frejus, I had an oppor-
tunity of viewing the amphitheatre at leisure. As
near as I can judge by the eye, it is of the same
dimensions with that of Nismes, but shockingly di-

lapidated. The stone seats rising from the arena
are still extant, and the cells under them where the
wild beasts were kept. There are likewise the re-
mains of two galleries, one over another, and two
vomitoria, or great gateways, at opposite sides of
the arena, which is now a fine green, with a road
through the middle of it ; but all the external ar-
chitecture and the ornaments are demolished. The
most entire part of the wall now constitutes part of
a monastery, the monks of which, I am told, have
helped to destroy the amphitheatre, by removing
the stones for their own purposes of building. In
the neighbourhood of this amphitheatre, which
stands without the walls, are the vestiges of an old
edifice, said to have been the palace where the im-
perator or president resided ; for it was a Roman
colony, much favoured by Julius Ca?sar, who gave
it the name of Forum Julii, and Civitas Forojuli-
ensis. In all probability, it was he who built the
amphitheatre, and brought hither the water ten
leagues from the river of Ciagne, by means of an
aqueduct, some arcades of which are still standing
on the other side of the town. A great number of
statues were found in this place, together with an-
cient inscriptions, which have been published by
different authors. I need not tell you that Julius
Agricola, the father-in-law of Tacitus the historian,

was a native of Frejus, which is now a very poor
inconsiderable place. From hence the country
opens to the left, forming an extensive plain be-
tween the sea and the mountains, which are a con-
tinuation of the Alps, that stretches through Pro-
vence and Dauphine. This plain, watered with
pleasant streams, and varied with vineyards, corn
fields, andmeadow ground, afforded a most agreeable
prospect to our eyes, which were accustomed to the
sight of scorching sands, rugged rocks, and abrupt
mountains, in the neighbourhood of Nice. Although
this has much the appearance of a corn country, I

am told it does not produce enough for the con-
sumption of its inhabitants, who are obliged to have
annual supplies from abroad, imported at Marseilles.

A Frenchman, at an average, eats three times the
quantity of bread that satisfies a native of England

;

and, indeed, it is undoubtedly the staff of his life.

I am therefore surprised that the Froveneaux do not

convert part of their vineyards into corn fields ; for
they may boast of their wine as they please, but
that which is drank by the common people, not
only here, but also in all the wine countries of
France, is neither so strong, nourishing, nor in my
opinion so pleasant to the taste, as the small beer of
England. It must be owned that all the peasants
who have wine for their ordinary drink, are of a
diminutive size, in comparison of those who use
milk, beer, or even water ; and it is a constant ob-
servation, that when there is a scarcity of wine, the
common people are always more healthy than in
those seasons when it abounds. The longer I live,

the more I am convinced that wine, and all fer-
mented liquors, are pernicious to the human consti-
tution ; and that, for the preservation of health and
exhilaration of the spirits, there is no beverage com-
parable to simple water. Between Luc and Toulon,
the country is delightfully parcelled out into en-
closures. Here is plenty of rich pasturage for black
cattle, and a greater number of pure streams and
rivulets than I have observed in any other part of
France.

Toulon is a considerable place, even exclusive of
the basin, docks, and arsenal, which indeed are such
as justify the remark made by a stranger when he
viewed them. " The king of France," said he, " is

greater at Toidon than at Versailles." The quay,
the jetties, the docks, and magazines, are contrived
and executed with precision, order, solidity, and
magnificence. I counted fourteen ships of the line
unrigged in the basin, besides the Tonant of eighty
guns, which was in dock repairing, and a new fri-

gate on the stocks. I was credibly informed, that
in the last war the king of France was so ill served
with cannon for his navy, that in every action there
was scarce a ship which had not several pieces
burst. These accidents did great damage, and dis-
couraged the French mariners to such a degree,
that they became more afraid of their own guns
than of those of the English. There are now at Tou-
lon above two thousand pieces of iron cannon unfit
for service. This is an undeniable proof of the
weakness and neglect of the French administration

;

but a more surprising proof of their imbecility is

the state of the fortifications that defend the en-
trance of this very harbour. I have some reason to
think that they trusted for its security entirely to
our opinion that it must be inaccessible. Captain
E , of one of our frigates, lately entered the har-
bour with a contrary wind, which, by obliging him
to tack, afforded an opportunity of sounding the
whole breadth and length of the passage. He came
in without a pilot, and made a pretence of buying
cordage or some other stores ; hut the French offi-

cers were much chagrined at the boldness of his
enterprise. They alleged, that he came for no
other reason but to sound the channel, and that he
had an engineer aboard, who made drawings of the
land and the forts, their bearings and distances. In
all probability these suspicions were communicated
to the ministry, for an order immediately arrived,
that no stranger should be admitted into the docks
and arsenal.

Part of the road from hence to Marseilles lies
through a vast mountain, which resembles that of
Esterelles, but is not so well covered with wood,
though it has the advantage of an agreeable stream
running through the bottom.

I was much pleased with Marseilles, which is in-
deed a noble city, large, populous, and flourishing
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The streets, for the most part, are open, airy, and
spacious

;
the houses well built, and even magnifi-

cent. The harbour is an oval basin, surrounded on
every side either by the buildings or the land, so
that the shipping lies perfectly secure, and here is
generally an incredible number of vessels. On the
city side there is a semicircular quay of freestone,
which extends thirteen hundred paces; and the
space between this and the houses that front it is
continually filled -with a surprising crowd of people.
The galleys, to the number of eight or nine, are
moored with their sterns to one part of the wharf,
and the slaves are permitted to work for their own
benefit at their respective occupations, in little shops
or booths, which they rent for a trifle. There you
see tradesmen of all kinds sitting at work, chained
by one foot, shoemakers, tailors, silversmiths,
watch and clock makers, barbers, stocking-weavers,'
jewellers, pattern-drawers, scriveners, booksellers,'
cutlers, and all manner of shopkeepers. They pay
about two sols a-day to the king for this indulgence
live well, and look jolly, and can afford to self their
goods and labour much cheaper than other dealers
and tradesmen. At night, however, they are obliged
to he aboard. Notwithstanding the great face of
business at Marseilles, their trade is greatly on the
decline, and their merchants are- failing every day
This decay of commerce is in a great measure ow-
ing to the English, who, at the peace, poured in
such a quantity of European merchandise into
Martinique and Guadaloupe, that when the mer-
chants of Marseilles sent over their cargoes, they
found the markets overstocked, and were obliged
to sell for a considerable loss

; besides, the French
colonists had such a stock of sugars, coffee and
other commodities lying by them during the' war,
that, upon the first notice of peace, they shipped
them off in great quantities for Marseilles. I am
told that the produce of the islands is at present
cheaper here than where it grows ; and on the other
hand the merchandise of this country sells for less
money at Martinique than in Provence.

.

A single person, who travels in this country, may
live at a reasonable rate in these towns, by ea"tin°- at
the public ordinaries

; but I would advise all families
that come hither to make any stay, to take furnished
lodgings as soon as they can, for the expense of
living at an hotel is enormous. I was obliged to
pay at Marseilles four livres a-head for every meal,
and half that price for my servant, and was charged
six livres a day besides for the apartment ; so that
our daily expense, including breakfast and a valet de
place, amounted to two louis-d'ors. The same im-
position prevails all over the south of France,
though it is the cheapest and most plentiful part of
the kingdom. Without all doubt, it must be owing
to the folly and extravagance of English travellers,
who have allowed themselves to be fleeced without
wincing, until this extortion has become authorized
by custom, It is very disagreeable riding in the
avenues of Marseilles, because you are confined in a
dusty high-road, crowded with carriages and beasts
of burden, between two white walls, the reflection
from which, while the sun shines, is intolerable.
But in this neighbourhood there is a vast number
of pleasant country houses, called bastides, said to
amount to twelve thousand, some of which may be
rented, ready furnished, at a very reasonable price.
Marseilles is a great city, and the inhabitants in-
dulge themselves in a variety of amusements. They
have assemblies, a concert spiritual, and a comedy.

Here is also a spacious cours,or walk, shaded with
trees, to which, in the evening, there is a great
resort of well dressed people.

Marseilles being a free port, there is a bureau
about half a league from the city on the road to
Aix, where all carnages undergo examination ; and
it anything contraband is found, the vehicle
baggage, and even the horses are confiscated. We
escaped this disagreeable ceremony by the sagacity
of our driver. Of his own accord, he declared at
the bureau that we had bought a pound of coffee
and some sugar at Marseilles, and were ready to
pay the duty, which amounted to about ten sols,
iney took the money, gave him a receipt, and let
the carriage pass without further question

I proposed to stay one night only at Aix, but

< j~T.'
who IS here

'
had found such benefit

from drinking the waters, that I was persuaded tomake trial of them for eight or ten days. I have
accordingly taken private lodgings, and drank them
every morning at the fountain-head, not without
finding considerable benefit. In my next, I shall
say something further of these waters, though I am
afraid they will not prove a source of much enter-
tainment. It will be sufficient for me to find them
contribute in any degree to the health of, dear sir,
yours assuredly.

LETTER THE FORTIETH.
Boulogne, May 23, 1765.

Dear Doctor,—I found three English families
at Aix, with whom I could have passed my time
very agreeably ; but the society is now dissolved.
Mr. S—re and his lady left the place in a few days
after we arrived. Mr. A—r and Lady Betty are
gone to Geneva, and Mr. G—r with his family re-
mains at Aix. This gentleman, who laboured
under a most dreadful nervous asthma, has obtained
such relief from this climate, that he intends to
stay another year in the place ; and Mr. A—

r

found surprising benefit from drinking the waters,
for a scorbutical complaint. As I was incommoded
by both these disorders, I could not but, in justice
to myself, try the united efforts of the air and the
waters

; especially as this consideration was re-in-
forced by the kind and pressing exhortations of
Mr. A— r and Lady Betty, which I could not in
gratitude resist.

Aix, the capital of Provence, is a large city,
watered by the small river Are. It was a Roman
colony, said to be founded by Caius SextusCalvinus,
above a century before the "birth of Christ. From
the source of mineral water here found, added to
the consul's name, it was called Aquse Sextise. It
was here that Marius, the conqueror ofthe Teutones,
fixed his head-quarters, and embellished the place
with temples, aqueducts, and thermae, of which,
however, nothing now remains. The city, as it

now stands, is well built, though the streets in
general are narrow, and kept in a very dirty con-
dition. But it has a noble cours, planted with
double rows of tall trees, and adorned with three
or four fine fountains, the middlemost of which dis-
charges hot water supplied from the source of the
baths. On each side there is a row of elegant
houses, inhabited chiefly by the noblesse, of which
there is here a considerable number. The parlia-
ment, which is held at Aix, brings hither a great
resort of people ; and as many of the inhabitants
are persons of fashioD, they are well bred, gay and
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soviable. The Due de Villars, -who is governor of
the province, resides on the spot, and keeps an open
assembly, where strangers are admitted without
reserve, and made very welcome, if they will engage
in play, which is the sole occupation of the whole
company. Some of our English people complain,
that when they were presented to him, they met
with a very cold reception. The French, as well

as other foreigners, have no idea of a man of family
and fashion, without the title of Duke, Count,
Marquis, or Lord, and where an English gentleman
is introduced by the simple expression of monsieur
hi, they think he is some plebian unworthy of any
particular attention.

Aix is situated in a bottom, almost surrounded
by hills, which, however, do not screen it from the

Bize, or north wind, that blows extremely sharp in

the winter and spring, rendering the air almost in-

supportably cold, and very dangerous to those who
have some kinds of pulmonary complaints, such as

tubercules, abscesses, or spitting of blood. Lord
H , who passed part of last winter in this place,

afflicted with some of these symptoms, grew worse
every day while he continued at Aix ; but he no
sooner removed to Marseilles than all his complaints
abated ; such a difference there is in the air of these
two places, though the distance between them does
not exceed ten or twelve miles. But the air of
Marseilles, though much more mild than that of
Aix in the winter, is not near so warm as the
climate of Nice, where we find in plenty such
flowers, fruit, and vegetables, even in the severest

seasons, as will not grow and ripen even in Mar-
seilles or Toulon.

If the air of Aix is disagreeably cold in the

winter, it is rendered quite insufferable in the
summer, from excessive heat, occasioned by the
reflection from the rocks and mountains, which at

the same time obstruct the circulation of air ; for

it must be observed, that the same mountains
which serve as funnels and canals to collect and
discharge the keen blasts of winter, will provide
screens to intercept entirely the faint breezes of
summer. Aix, though pretty well provided with
butcher's meat, is very ill supplied with pot-herbs

;

and they have no poultry but what comes at a vast

distance from the Lionnois. They say their want
of roots, cabbage, cauliflower, &c. is owing to a
scarcity of water ; but the truth is, they are very
bad gardeners. Their oil is good and cheap ; their

wine is indifferent ; but their chief care seems em-
ployed on the culture of silk, the staple of Provence,
which is everywhere shaded with plantations of
mulberry trees, for the nourishment of the worms.
Notwithstanding the boasted cheapness of every
article of housekeeping in the south of France, I

am persuaded a family may live for less money at

York, Durham, Hereford, and in many other cities

of England, than at Aix in Provence, keep a more
plentiful table, and be much more comfortably situ-

ated in all respects. I found lodging and provisions

at Aix fifty per cent, dearer than at Montpelier,
which is counted the dearest place in Languedoc.
The baths of Aix, so famous in antiquity, were

quite demolished by the irruptions of the barba-
rians. The very source of the water was lost, till

the beginning of the present century, (I think the
year 1704), when it was discovered by accident, in
digging for the foundation of a house, at the foot

I of a hill, just without the city wall. Near the
same place was found a small stone altar, with the

figure of a Priapus, and some letters in capitals,

which the antiquarians have differently interpreted.

From this figure, it was supposed that the waters
were efficacious in cases of barrenness. It was a
long time, however, before any person would ven-
ture to use them internally, as it did not appear
that they had ever been drank by the ancients. On
their re-appearance, they were chiefly used for

baths to horses, and other beasts which had the

mange, and other cutaneous eruptions. At length

poor people began to bathe in them for the same
disorders, and received such benefit from them, as

attracted the attention of more curious inquirers.

A very superficial and imperfect analysis was made
and published, with a few remarkable histories of
the cures they had performed, by three different

physicians of those days ; and those little treasures,

I suppose, encouraged valetudinarians to drink
them without ceremony. They were found ser-

viceable in the gout, the gravel, scurvy, dropsy,

palsy, indigestion, asthma, and consumption ; and
their fame soon extended itself all over Languedoc,
Gascony, Dauphine, and Provence. The magis-
trates, with a view to render them more useful and
commodious, have raised a plain building, in which
there are a couple of private baths, with a bed-
chamber adjoining to each, where individuals may
use them both internally and externally, for a
moderate expense. These baths are paved with
marble, and supplied with water, each by a large

brass cock, which you can turn at pleasure. At
one end of this edifice, there is an octagon, open at

top, having a bason, with a stone pillar in the
middle, which discharges water from the same
source, all round, by eight small brass cocks ; and
hither people of all ranks come of a morning, with
their glasses, to drink the water, or wash the sores,

or subject their contracted limbs to the stream.
This last operation, called the douche, however, is

more effectually undergone in the private bath,

where the stream is much more powerful. The
natural warmth of this water, as nearly as I can
judge from recollection, is about the same degree
of temperature with that in the Queen's Bath, at

Bath, in Somersetshire. It is perfectly transparent,

sparkling in the glass, light and agreeable to the
taste, and may be drank without any preparation,

to the quantity of three or four pints at a time.

There are many people at Aix who swallow four-

teen half pint glasses every morning during the
season, which is in the month of May, though it

may be taken with equal benefit all the year round.
It has no sensible operation but by urine, an effect

which pure water would produce, if drank in the
same quantity.

If we may believe those who have published
their experiments, this water produces neither
agitation, cloud, or change of colour, when mixed
with acids, alkalies, tinctures of galls, syrup of
violets, or solution of silver. The residue, after

boiling, evaporation, and filtration, affords a very
small proportion of purging salt, and calcareous
earth, which last ferments with strong acids. As I

had neither hydrometer nor thermometer to ascer-

tain the weight and warmth of this water, nor time
to procure the proper utensils to make the pre-
parations, and repeat the experiments necessary to
exhibit a complete analysis, I did not pretend to

enter upon this process ; but contented myself with
drinking, bathing, and using the douche, which
perfectly answered my expectation, having in eight
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days almost cured an ugly scorbutic tetter, which
had for some time deprived me of the use of my
right hand. I observed that the water, when used
externally, left always a kind of oily appearance
on the skin

; that, when we boiled it at home in
an earthen pot, the steams smelled like those of
sulphur, and even affected my lungs in the same
manner

; but the bath itself smelled strong of a
lime kiln. The water, after standing all night iD a
bottle, yielded a remarkably vinous taste and
odour, something analogous to that of dulcified
spirit of nitre. Whether the active particles con-
sist of a volatile, vitriol, or a very fine petroleum,
or a mixture of both, I shall not pretend to deter-
mine

; but the best way I know of discovering
whether it is really impregnated with a vitriolic
principle, too subtle and fugitive for the usual
operations of chemistry, is to place bottles filled
with wine in the bath or adjacent room, which
wine, if there is really a volatile acid, in any con-
siderable quantity, will be pricked in eight and
forty hours.

Having ordered our coach to be refitted, and
provided with fresh horses, as well as with another
postillion, m consequence of which improvements
I paid at the rate of a louis-d'or per diem to Lyons
and back again, we departed from Aix, and the
second day of our journey passing the Durance in
a boat, lay at Avignon. This river, the Druentia
ot the ancients, is a considerable stream, extremely
rapid, which descends from the mountains, and
discharges itself in the Rhone. After violent rain*
it extends its channel, so as to be impassable, and
often overflows the country to a great extent In
the middle of a plain, betwixt Orgon and this
river, we met the coach in which we had travelled
eighteen months before from Lyons to Montpelier
conducted by our old driver Joseph, who had no
sooner recognised my servant at a distance, by his
musquetoon, than he came running towards our
carnage, and, seizing my hand, even shed tears of
joy. Joseph had been travelling through Spain,
and was so embrowned by the sun, that he might
have passed for an Iroquois. I was much pleased
with the marks of gratitude which the poor fellow
expressed towards his benefactors. He had some
private conversation with our voiturier, whose
name was Claude, to whom he gave such a favour-
able character of us, as in all probability induced
him to be wonderfully obliging during the whole
journey.

You know Avignon is a large city belonging to
the Pope. It was the Avenio Cavarum of the
ancients, and changed masters several times, be-
longing successively to the Romans, Burgundians,
I ranks, the kingdom of Aries, the counts of Pro-
vence, and the sovereigns of Naples. It was sold
in the fourteenth centurv by Queen Jane I. of
Naples, to Pope Clement VI. for the sum of eighty
thousand florins, and since that period, has con-
tinued under the dominion of the See of Rome.
iNot but that when the Due de Crequi, the French
ambassador, was insulted at Rome, in the year
1 662, the parliament of Provence passed an arret
declaring the city of Avignon, and the county
Venaissin, part of the ancient domain of Provence

;

and therefore re-united it to the crown of France
which accordingly took possession

; though it was
afterwards restored to the Roman See at the peace
ot fisa. The Pope, however, holds it by a preca-
rious title, at the mercy of the French king, who

may one day be induced to resume it, upon pay-
ment of the original purchase-money. As a suc-
cession of Popes resided here for the space of
seventy years, the city could not fail to be adorned
with a great number of magnificent churches and
convents, which are richlv embellished with paint-
ing, sculpture, shrines, relics, and tombs. Among-
the last is that of the celebrated Laura, whom
1 etrarch has immortalized by his poetry, and forwhom Francis I. of France took the trouble to
write an epitaph. Avignon is governed by a vice-
legate from the Pope, and the police of the city is
regulated by the consuls. It is a large place,
situated m a fruitful plain, surrounded by high
walls built of hewn stone, which on the west side
are washed by the Rhone. Here was a noble
bridge over the river, but it is now in ruins. On
the other side, a branch of the Sorgue runs through
part of the city. This is the river anciently called
Sulga, formed by the famous fountain of Vaucluse
in this neighbourhood, where the poet Petrarch
resided. It is a charming transparent stream
abounding with excellent trout and cray fish. We
passed over it on a stone bridge, in our way to
Orange, the Arausio Cavarvm of the Romans, still
distinguished by some noble monuments of anti-
quity. These consist of a circus, an aqueduct, a
temple, and a triumphal arch, which last was
erected in honour of Caius Marius, and Luctatius
Catullus, after the great victory they obtained in
this country over the Cimbri and Teutones. It is
a very magnificent edifice, adorned on all sides
with trophies and battles in basso-relievo. The
ornaments of the architecture, and the sculpture
are wonderfully elegant for the time in which it
was erected; and the whole is surprisingly well
preserved, considering its great antiquity. It
seems to me to be as entire and perfect as the arch
of Septimius Severus at Rome. Next day we
passed two very impetuous streams, the Drome and
the Isere. The first, which very much resembles
the Var, we forded ; but the Isere we crossed in a
boat, which, as well as that upon the Durance, is
managed by the traille, a moveable or running
pulley, on a rope stretched between two wooden
machines erected on the opposite sides of the river.
The contrivance is simple and effectual, and the
passage equally safe and expeditious. The boat-
man has nothing to do, but, by means of a lono-
massy rudder, to keep the head obliquely to thS
stream, the force of which pushes the boat along,
the block to which it is fixed sliding upon the rope
from one side to the other. All these rivers take
their rise from the mountains, which are continued
through Provence and Dauphine, and fall into the
Rhone

; and all of them, when swelled by sudden
rains, overflow the flat country. Although Dau-
phine affords little or no oil, it produces excellent
wines, particularly those of Hermitage and Cote-
roti. The first of these is sold on the spot for
three livres the bottle, and the other for two. The
country likewise yields a considerable quantity of
corn, and a good deal of grass. It is well watered
with streams, and agreeably shaded with wood.
The weather was pleasant, and we had a continued
song of nightingales from Aix to Fontainbleau.

I cannot pretend to specify the antiquities of
Vienne, anciently called Vienna Allobrogum. It
was a Roman colony, and a considerable city, which
the ancients spared no pains and expense to em-
bellish. It is still a large town standing among
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several hills on the hanks of the Rhone, though all

its former splendour is eclipsed, its commerce de-

cayed, and most of its antiquities are buried in

ruins. The church of Notre Dame de la Vie was
undoubtedly a temple. On the left of the road, as

you enter it, by the gate of Avignon, there is a
handsome obelisk, or rather pyramid, about thirty-

feet high, raised upon a vault supported by four
pillars of the Tuscan order. It is certainly a Roman
work, and Montfaucon supposes it to be a tomb, as

he perceived an oblong stone jetting out from the
middle of the vault, in which the ashes of the
defunct were probably contained. The story of
Pontius Pilate, who is said to have ended his

days in this place, is a fable. On the seventh day
of our journey from Aix, we arrived at Lyons,
where I shall take my leave of you for the present,

being with great truth, Yours, &c.

LETTER THE FORTY-FEEtST.

Boulogne, June 13, 17G5.

Dear Sir,—I am at last in a situation to indulge

my view with a sight of Britain, after an absence
of two years ; and indeed you cannot imagine what
pleasure I feel while I survey the white cliffs of
Dover at this distance. Not that I am at all affected

by the nescia qua dulcedhie natalis soli of Horace.
That seems to be a kind of fanaticism founded on
the prejudices of education, which induces a Lap-
lander to place the terrestrial paradise among the

snows of Norway, and a Swiss to prefer the barren
mountains of Solleure to the fruitful plains of Lom-
bardy. I am attached to my country, because it is

the land of liberty, cleanliness, and convenience.
But I love it still more tenderly, as the scene of all

my interesting connexions ; as the habitation of
my friends, for whose conversation, correspondence,
and esteem, I wish alone to live.

Our journey hither from Lyons produced neither

accident nor adventure worth notice ; but abun-
dance of little vexations, which may be termed the

plagues of posting. At Lyons, where we stayed

only a few days, I found a return-coach, which I

hired to Paris for six louis-d'ors. It was a fine

roomy carriage, elegantly furnished, and made for

travelling, so strong and solid in all its parts, that

there was no danger of its being shaken to pieces

by the roughness of the road. But its weight and
solidity occasioned so much friction between the

wheels and the axle-tree, that we ran the risk of

being set on fire three or four times a day. Upon
a just comparison of all circumstances, posting is

much more easy, convenient, and reasonable in

England than in France. The English carriages,

horses, harness, and roads are much better ; and
the postillions more obliging and alert. The reason
is plain and obvious. If I am ill used at the post-

house in England, I can be accommodated else-

where. The publicans on the road are sensible of

this, and therefore they vie with each other in giv-

ing satisfaction to travellers. But in France, where
the post is monopolized, the post-masters, and
postillions, knowing that the traveller depends en-

tirely upon them, are the more negligent and
remiss in their duty, as well as the more encou-

raged to insolence and imposition. Indeed, the

stranger seems to be left entirely at the mercy of

those fellows, except in large towns, where he may
have recourse to the magistrate or commanding
officer. The post stands very often by itself in a

lone country situation, or in a paltry village, where
the post-master is the principal inhabitant ; and in

such a case, if you shoidd be ill treated, by being
supplied with bad horses ; if you should be delayed
on frivolous pretences, in order to extort money

;

if the postillions should drive at a waggou pace,

with a view to provoke your impatience ; or should
you in any shape be insulted by them or their mas-
ters; I know not any redress you can have, except

by a formal complaint to the comptroller of the

post, who is generally one of the ministers of state,

and pays little or no regard to any such represen-

tations. I know an English gentleman, the brother

of an earl, who wrote a letter of complaint to the

Due de Villars, governor of Provence, against the

post-master of Antibes, who had insulted and im-
posed upon him. The duke answered his letter,

promising to take order that the grievance should

be redressed ; and never thought of it after.

Another great inconvenience which attends posting

in France is, that if you are retarded by any acci-

dent, you cannot, in many parts of the kingdom,
find a lodging, without perhaps travelling two or

three posts farther than you would chose to go, to

the prejudice of your health, and even the hazard
of your life

;
whereas, on any part of the post-road

in England, you will meet with tolerable accommo-
dation at every stage. Through the whole south
of France, except in large cities, the inns are cold,

damp, dark, dismal, and dirty ; the landlords

equally disobliging and rapacious ; the servants

awkward, sluttish, and slothful ; and the postillions

lazy, lounging, greedy, and impertinent. If you
chide them for lingering, they will continue to delay
you the longer. If you chastise them with sword,

cane, cudgel, or horse-whip, they will either dis-

appear entirely, and leave you without resource, or
they will find means to take vengeance by over-

turning your carriage. The best method I know
of travelling with any degree of comfort, is to

allow yourself to become the dupe of imposition,

and stimulate their endeavours by extraordinary

gratifications. I laid down a resolution (and kept
it,) to give no more than four-and-twenty sols per
post between the two postillions ; but I am now
persuaded, that for threepence a post more, I should

have been much better served, and should have
performed the journey with much greater pleasure.

We met with no adventures upon the road worth
reciting. The first day we were retarded above
two hours by the Duchess D—He, and her son the

Due de R— f—t, who, by virtue of an order from
the minister, had anticipated all the horses at the

post. They accosted my servant, and asked if his

master was a lord? He thought proper to answer
in the affirmative ; upon which the duke declared

he must certainly be of French extraction, inas-

much as he observed the lilies of France in his

arms on the coach. This young nobleman spoke
a little English. He asked whence we had come ;

and understanding we had been in Italy, desired

to know whether the man liked France or Italy

best ? Upon his giving France the preference, he
clapped him on the shoulder, and said he was a lad

of good taste. The duchess asked if her son spoke
English well, and seemed mightily pleased when
my man assured her he did. They were much
more free and condescending with my servant than
with myself, for, though we saluted them in passing,

and were even supposed to be persons of quality,

they did not open their lips while we stood close

8 E



786 TRAVELS THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY.
by them at the inn door till their horses were
changed. They were going to Geneva ; and their
equipage consisted of three coaches and six, with
five domestics a-horseback. The duchess was a
tall, thin, raw-boned woman, with her head close
shaved. This delay obliged us to Lie two posts
short of Macon, at a solitary auberge called Maison
Blanche, which had nothing white about it but the
name. The Lionnois is one of the most agreeable
and best cultivated countries I ever beheld, diversi-
fied with hill, dale, wood, and water, laid out in
extensive corn-fields and rich meadows, well
stocked with black cattle ; and adorned with a
surprising number of towns, villages, villas, and
convents, generally situated on the brows of gently
swelling hills, so that they appear to the greatest
advantage. What contributes in a great measure
to the beauty of this, and the Macconnis, is the
charming pastoral Soame, which from the city of
Chalons winds its silent course so smooth "and
gentle, that one can scarce discern which way its

current flows. It is this placid appearance that
tempts so many people tc bathe in it at Lyons, where
a good number of individuals are drowned every
summer. Whereas, there is no instance of any
person's thus perishing in the Rhone, the rapidity
of it deterring every body from bathing in its

stream. Next night we passed at Beaune, where we
found nothing good but the wine, for which we paid
forty sols the bottle. At Chalons our axle-tree took
fire

; an accident which detained us so long, that
it was ten before we arrived at Auxerre, where we
lay. In all probability we must have lodged in the
coach, had net we been content to take lour horses,
and pay for six, two pests successively. The alter-
native was, either to proceed with four on those
terms, or stay till the other horses should come in
and be refreshed. In such an emergency, I would
advise the traveller to put up with the four, and he
will find the postillions so much upon their mettle,
that those stages will be performed sooner than the
others in which you have the full complement.

There was an English gentleman laid up at
Auxerre with a broken arm, to whom I sent my
compliments, with offers of service ; but his servant
told my man that he did not choose to see any
company, and had no occasion for my service.
This sort of reserve seems peculiar to the English
disposition. When two natives of any other country
chance to meet abroad, they run into each other's
embrace like old friends, even though they have
never heard of one another till that moment;
whereas, two Englishmen in the same situation
maintain a mutual reserve and diffidence, and keep
without the sphere of each other's attraction, like
two bodies endowed with a repulsive power. We
only stopped to change horses at Dijon, the capital
of Burgundy, which is a venerable old city ; but
we passed part of a day at Sens, and visited a
manufacture of that stuff we call Manchester velvet,
which is here made and dyed to great perfection,
under the direction of Engfish workmen, who have
been seduced from their own country. At Fon-
tainbleau we went to see the palace, or, as it is

called, the castle, which, though an irregular pile of
building, affords a great deal of lodging, and con-
tains some very noble apartments, particularly the
hall of audience, with the king's and queen's cham-
bers, upon which the ornaments of carving and
gilding are lavished with profusion rather than
propriety. Here are some rich parterres of flower-

garden, and a noble orangerie, which, however, we
did not greatly admire, after having lived among
the natural orange groves of Italy. Hithertowe had
enjoyed fine summer weather, and I found myself so
well, that I imagined my health was entirely
restored. But betwixt Fontainbleau and Paris, we
were overtaken by a black storm of rain, sleet, and
hail, which seemed to reinstate winter in all its
rigour

; for the cold weather continues o this day.
There was no resisting this attack. I caught cold
immediately; and this was reinforced at Paris,
where I stayed but three days. The same man,
Pascal Sellier, rue Guenegaud, Fauxbourg St. Ger-
main, who owned the coach that brought us from
Lyons, supplied me with a returned berlin to
Boulogne, for six louis-d'ors, and we came hither
by easy journeys. The first night we lodged at
Breteuil, where we found an elegant inn, and very
good accommodation. But the next we were forced
to take up our quarters at the house where we had
formerly passed a very disagreeable night at Abbe-
ville. I am now in tolerable lodging, where I shall
remain a few weeks, merely for the sake of a little

repose; then I shall gladly tempt that invidious
strait which still divides you from Yours, &c.

A REGISTER OF THE WEATHER.
Kept at Nice, from November 1763 to March 1765.

Thermometers used in keeping the following
Register.

One of mercury, constructed after the manner of Reamur,
having on the scale 10 degrees from ice to temperate, 20
degrees silk-worm heat, boiling-water 80 degrees. The ex-
cessive heat at Paris 1707, at 35 degrees.
One of spirit of wine, constructed by Chateauneuf,

graduated in the same manner. The spirit in this thermo-
meter rises at Senegal to 38, in France very rarely to 30, and
in Peru, under the line, very seldom above 25.
They were placed in the shade, in a room without a fire,

in a southerly exposition ; and the observations made between
ten and eleven in the forenoon.
The town of Nice is situated in the bay of Antibes, lati-

tude forty-three degrees forty minutes north; east longitude
Irom London, seven degrees twenty-five minutes, equi-
distant from Marseilles, Genoa, and Turin, that is about
ninety English miles. The north wind blows over the mari-
time Alps, at the feet of which the town is situated ; the
south from Cape Bona, on the coast of Barbary, sweeping
the islands of Sardinia and Corsica in its passage ; the east
from the Riviera of Genoa ; and the west from Provence.
The town of Nice is wedged between a steep rock to the

eastward, and the river Paglion. which washes the wall upon
the west, and falls into the Mediterranean, within thirty
yards of the corner bastion.

This river is but a scanty stream, fed chiefly by the melt-
ing of the snow upon the mountains. It is sometimes
swelled to a great depth, by sudden torrents. But in the
summer it is usually dry.
The town of Nice is built of stone, and the streets are

narrow. It is said to contain twelve thousand inhabitants,
in which case they must be much crowded, for the place is
but small. There is a bridge of three arches over the Pac-
tion, which is the entrance from the side of Provence. Nice
is surrounded on this side by a wall and rampart of no
strength. On the ether side it is commanded by a high
rock, on which appear the ruins of an old castle, which was
once deemed impregnable. It was taken, and dismantled
by Mareschal Catinat, in the reign of Victor Amadeus, father
to the present king of Sardinia. To the eastward of this
rock is the harbour of Nice, in which there is not depth of
water sufficient for ships of any burden. The hills begin to
rise about a short mile from the north gate of the town. The
Var falls into the sea about four miles to the westward; and
is fordable at the village of St. Laurent, which stands on the
French side, near the mouth of the river. The space between
the Var and Nice, is a succession of agreeable eminences,
adorned with a great number of white houses, or cassines,
surrounded by plantations of olives, vines, oranges, lemons,
and citrons. The nir of Nice is pure and penetrating, yet mild,
generally dry, and elastic ; and the sky is remarkably clear
and serene. The well-water is mostly hard, but not unwhole-
some : and there are some springs both in the town and neigh-
bourhood, which are surnrisingly coo! limpid, and agreeable.
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REGISTER OF THE WEATHER.
November 1763.

From the 23d to the end, fair weather, wind northerly;
mornings frosty ; evenings sharp ; sun at noon warm, sky
serene.

December.
First week, squalls and rain, wind southerly.

Fifth, blew fresh, wind south-west.
From the fifth to the end of the month, fair weather, wind

shifting from north to east; sun at noon warm
; mornings

and evenings frosty and sharp, distant mountains covered
with snow. Green peas, and all sorts of salad, pinks, roses,

julyflowers, ranunculus, anemonies, all the winter, blowing.

January 1704.

First week, rain and squalls, wind southerly.

Second week, weather cloudy, wind southerly.

Remaining part of the month, fair weather, clear sky,
wind north east—Mornings and evenings sharp, snow on
the distant hills, almond trees in blossom.

February.
From the 1st to the 25th, fine weather, clear sky, mild and

warm in the day, wind easterly, sharp and piercing in the
evening. Snow on the distant hills. Almonds, peaches,
and apricots in blossom.
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Feb.
25 4 6 N.W. lilows fresh, cold.

26 4 6 N.W. Blows fresh, air sharp, fair.

27 4 6 E. Cloudy; evening, air sharp & frosty.

2S 4 6 N. Air cold, cloudy; afternoon, wind S.,

mizzling rain.

29 6 9 N. Air cold; aft., wind S.E., mizzling

Mar. rain ; night, heavy rain.

1 Si S.W. Air sharp
; aft., wind S., blows fresh.

2 H 4 S.E. Calm and cloudy.

3 2 5 N.W. Raw and cloudy; aft., rain ; much
rain in the night.

4 4 7 s. Calm and cloudy.

5 6 9 S.E. Fair and calm.

6 6 9 E. Fair and calm, air sharp.

7 4j 6i E. Cloudy, some rain, air cold, heavy
rain in the night.

8 U 4 N.E. Bain and squalls, air cold and rawr
.

9 li 4 N.W. Cloudy and calm ; hail in the night.

10 H 4 S.W. Cloudy, gleams of sunshine.

11 4 NN.E. Fair, clear sky; afternoon, mercury
and spirit rise.

12 ij 4 N.E. Fair, clear sky, mercury and spirit

rise two degrees at noon.

13 ii 4 N.E. Fair, clear sky, mercury and spirit

rise two degrees at noon.

14 ii 4 S.W. Calm and cloudy; aft., clear sky;
evening, gusts of wind at east.

15 *i 7 S.W. Calm, fair; afternoon, mercury and
spirit rise three degrees.

16 4 6J E. Calm, fair, clear sky; aft., mercury
and spirit rise three degrees.

17 Si 8 NN.W. Calm fair, clear sky ; noon, the mer-
cury and spirit rise two degrees.

18 Si 8 E. Fair, clear sky, little wind ; aft., mer-
cury and spirit rise three degrees.

19 7 10 E. Fair, clear sky, little wind; noon,
mercury & spirit rise two degrees.

20 7 9 SS.E. Rain, cloudy, calm.

21 6 8 N. Cloudy, mizzling rain, cold and raw,

snow upon the distant hills.

22 9 E. Gleams of sunshine.

23 7 10 S.W. Fair, clear sky ;
aft., cloudy

;
heavy

rain at night ; thunder; hills on each
side of the Var covered with snow.

24 5 7 N. Cloudy and calm.

25 si n N. Cloudy, gleams of sunshine, calm.

26 7 '>i

Si

NN.E. Fair, sun warm.
27 6* NN.E. Fair; afternoon cloudy.

28 9 11 E. A fresh breeze, fair; aft., cloudy;
evening, some rain.

29 8 10 E. Fair, "j Remarkably clear sky, sun

30 9 n E. Fair. > warm, mercury and spirit

31 8i ioi E. Fair, j rise three deg. about noon.

Apr.l 9 10i S.E. Fair, eclipse of the sun, at 9 hour 25

min., ended at 12 hour 29 min. ;

its breadth 9 digits 4G min.

Day

of

the

Month.
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Apr.2 9 11 E.

3 9 10 E.

4 10 u* E.

5 11 12 E.

C 12 13 E.

9i 11 E.

g »i 10 E.

9 8j io! S.

10 n 10 S.

11 7 9 N.

12 7 9 N.W.
13 10 Hi E.

14 10 1 1

S

W.
15 10jS 12 E.

1G 104 12 E.

17 12 14 S.W,

18 12j 15 w.
1

9

12 13! w.
20 12| 13! s.

21 "i 13 S.E.

22 n 12! E.

9 io! E.

24 9i ii E.

25 9g n E.

26 n E.

27 9 ioi N.

28 8 10 E.

29 9 n E.

30 H io! E.

Mayl 1

1

E.

10 ni E.

3 ioi ii! S.W.

4 n 12 S.W.

MayS n 13! E.

6 12! 13 E.

y 14 14 E.

8 14 14 E.

9 14i 15 E.

10 14 14! S.E.

11 13 13! E.

12 13 13! E.

13 13 134 E.

14 14 144 E.

15 14 14* E.

16 144 Mi E.

17 13j 14 E.

IS 134 14, S.W.

19 12 13 E.

20 12 124 E.

21 12 121 E.

22 13 134 E.

23 14 15 E.

WEATHER.

?:}
Remarkably clear sky, sun

hot.

Fair.

Fair.

Fair
Fair.

Fair; afternoon, calm and cloudy; at

live, wind south, a fresh hreeze,
sprinkling drops of rain.

Almost calm, rain.

Almost calm, rain.

Cloudy, showers; afternoon, heavy
rain, mercury and spirit fell two
deg., snow upon the distant hills.

Fair; aft., blows fresh, air cold ;
heavy

rain in the night, snow on the hills.

Heavy showers in the morning ; at

noon, blows fresh, sky watery, snow
on the hills.

Blows fresh, fair, sky watery.
Fair.

Blows fresh, fair, air sharp.
Blows fresh, fair, air sharp.

Fair, sky cloudy, little wind in the
morning ; at noon, squally, at

S.S.W., Wows hard at night.

Blows fresh, fair, sky clear; at noon,
calm ; at five in the aft., sudden
squalls, which continue at short in-

tervals at night.

Blows fresh, clear sky, warm.
Blows fresh, clear sky, warm.
Clear sky, warm, little wind; orange
harvest.

Fair, sky a little cloudy, air sharp,

little wind.
Fair, air sharp, clear sky.

Fair, air sharp, clear sky.
Fair, air sharp, snow on the distant

hills.

Fair ; wind rises like the sea breeze in
Jamaica, about 9 in the morning,
and subsides about 4 or 5 in the aft.

Calm, cloudy; ripe strawberries,wheat
in the ear, rye 7 or 8 feet high.

Blows fresh, air sharp; noon, sprink-
ling showers, dark, cloudy; aft., fair,

wind E., snow on the distant hills.

Fair, air sharp; strawberries in the
market.

Fair, air sharp, clear sky.

Sky cloudy ; sprinkling rain at noon
;

aft. and even, fair; wheat in theear.
Fair, air warm, clear sky.

Fair, mild, snow still upon the moun-
tains, clear sky.

Fair; the mercury in the thermo-
meter at 4 in the afternoon, risen

to 14; clear sky ; ripe cherries.

Fair, sun warm, clear sky; orange and
lemon trees covered with blossoms.

Fair, clear sky ; mercury continues
to rise.

Fair, sun hot, clear sky ; some ripe figs.

Fair, sun hot, clear sky.

Fair, sun hot, clear sky.

Fair, sun hot, clear sky.
Cloudy, rnizzliug rain.

Fair, clear sky.
Fair, sky a little cloudy.
Fair, clear sky, sun hot.

Fair, clear sky; afternoon cloudy,
some drops of rain.

Sky cloudy.

Sky cloudy; aft., some drops of rain.

Rain all day ;
heavy showers in the

night.

Cloudv ; rain in the night.

Cloudy.
Fair, sky cloudy; olive-trees in bloss.

Fair, sky cloudy.

Fair, clear sky ; afternoon, the mer-
cury rose to 16, spirit to 17.

Fair, clear sky, sun hot.

3 E 2
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May
24
25

2C
27

28
29

30
31

Jun.l
2

6'&

i 15i
5 15

6 14J
7 134

8 14

9 143
10 lit
11 ItJ

12 17

13 17
] t 19

15 19J
16 18}
17 18

18 m
19 193

20 20

21 21

T> 23

L'l

2.:j

22

11

21

2U
24

WEATHER.

22 21

22i 2U
22" 21

Fair, clear sky, sun hot.
Fair, clear sky, sun hot; plump
shower at 7 in the evening.

Fair, clear sky, sun hot.
Fair, clear sky, sun hot ; in the aft.,
mercury and spirit up at 20 degrees,
being the heat of silk-worms.

Fair, clear sky, sun hot
; aft., cloudy.

Fair; evening cloudy; silk-worms
weaving.

Fair, sun hot.
Fair

; at noon, a little rain.
Fair

;
aft. wind southerly, afresh gale.

Fair; season for winding the cocoons
of silk,

Plump shower at 4 in the morning
;

forenoon, fair.

Fair
; evening cloudy.

Sky cloudy
; aft., sprinkling rain.

Fair.

Fair.

Fair.

Fair; pears and plums in the market.
Fair.

Fair.

Fair ; corn ripe.

Fair, sun hot,\
Fair, sun hot,

} refreshing breezes.
Fair, sun hotJ
Fair, sun hot

;
ripe figs and apricots.

Fair, sun hot.
Fair, sun hot ; vermin troublesome.
Fair, sun hot; removed to a country
house within half a league of Nice.

Fair, the two therm, in the shade,
the front of the house exposed to
the E.S.E.

Sky cloudy, sun hot.
Fair, sun hot.

Fair, great heat.
Fair, sun hot.
Fair, a little cloudy, sun hot, refresh-

ing breeze.
Fair,

}
Fair, > refreshing breezes.
Fair, )
Fresh gale

; at 3 in the aft., the mer-
cury up at 29 1-half, the spirit at
29, heat excessive.

Fair, sun very hot ; returned to my
house at Nice.

Fair, 1

Fair
;)warm

Fair, sun hot , aft., plump showers,
mercury fallen to IS l-3d, spirit to
18; rain in the night.

Cloudy
; evening, showers.

Fair; season for the anchovy fishery.
Fair.

Fair.

Fair
;
in the evening, sprinkling rain.

Cloudy.
Fair, sunhot; atnight.alittle sprink-

ling rain.

Fair, sun hot.
Fair, sun hot.
Fair ; at noon, mercury rose to 24

1-half.

Fair, sun hot
; ripe peaches & apples.

Fair, sun hot.

Fair, sun hot.
Sun hot.

Fair, sun hot.

Sky little cloudy.
Fair, sun hot.
Fair, sun very hot

; ripewater melons
from Antibes.

Fair, very hot.
Fair, very hot ; thunder in the night.
Fair, refreshing breezes ; at 2 in the

aft., the mercury rose to 20" 1-half.

July
25 24
26 23
27 2li
28' 23
29

31

Aug]
2

20
21

22

23

24

25

26
27
28
29
30
31

Sep.l

2

3

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Oct. I

4 21
5 22

20i
19

20
l:*3

19

20
I'D

21'

20

18
18
19

19

18,

19

19*

191
20
20

20}
21
21

21

21,

20
21

20
18
19

19

19

191

20

201
19

19

19
18

17

15i
15
15

15

15

15

15

15

14*
15

131
10"

9i

WEATHEH.

I

Fair, sun very hot.
Fair, sun hot.
Fair

; afternoon, wind westerly.
Fair, sun hot.
Fair, sultry.

Fair, sun very hot ; ripe grapes ; the
mercury rose at 1 to 26, the spirit
to 25.

"

Cloudy
; sprinkling showers at noon.

Fair; some thunder in the aft.
A fresh breeze, fair; aft., wind in-

creases, sultry hot, the mercury and
spirit in the therm, rise to 31.

Fair, sun hot.
Fair.

Fair.

Fair.

Fair, a fresh breeze.
Fresh breeze, cloudy; hard gale in

the night at S.W.
A fresh breeze.
Fair, fresh breeze.
Cloudy

; forenoon, mizzling rain
;

squalls iu the evening.
Fair.

Fair.

Fair.

Fair.

Fair; noon, cloudy, N.W.
Fair.

Fair.

Cloudy; atnoon, a sudden squall, with
a little rain, wind S.W., snow on
the distant hills.

Fair.

Fair.

Fair.

Fair.

Fair, sun hot.

Fair
;
evening, close and cloudy.

Fair; evening, cloudy.
Fair; evening, close and cloudy.
Fair

; evening, cloudy.
Fair.

Fair, sun hot.

Fair, sun hot.

Fair, sun hot.

Fair, sun hot.

Fresh breeze, cloudy; aft., sprinkling
rain

; night, thunder and lightning.
Mom., thunder showers; foren., fair.

Morning, some clouds; afternoon,
wind W., cloudy.

Mom., some clouds ; aft., fair.

Fair, sun hot.

Fair.

Fair.

Fair; aft., wind E. ; even., cloudy.
Fair.

Fair.

Fair.

Cloudy; noon, some rain, wind W
;

night, some rain and thunder.
Fair.

Fair.

Very high; aft., mercury 20, spirit of
wine 19 ; rain.

Fair.

Cloudy.
Fair.

Cloudy.
Fair.

Fair.

Fair.

Very high, fair.

Fair.

Fair.

Fair.

Rain.
Fair, snow upon the mountains.
Fair; aft., wind Vi., very high.
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Chate, spirit
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Cct.2 9 10 w. Fair. Dec.
3 11 11 w. Fair. 14 2 5 N. Fair.

4 12 12 E. Fair. 15 2 5 N.E. Cloudy; evening, some rain.

5 11 13 S. Cloudy. 16 2 5 N.E. Heavy rain and thunder at three in

0 13i 14 E. Fair. the morning; forenoon, cloudy

7 13j 14 s. Fair. 17 2 44 N.W. Fair, air cold.

8 13 14 s. Cloudy; af., small rain; vintage begun. 18 2 N. Fair, air cold.

9 15 15 s. Fair. 19 14 4 N. cloudy, air sharp.

10 15 15 E. Fair; aft., cloudy, some drops of rain. 20 1 34 N.E. Mizzling rain.

11 14 14 E. Fair. 21 1 34 N.W. Mizzling rain.

12 15 15 W. Fair. 22 14
1

34 N.W. Damp and cloudy.

13 144 14 w. Cloudy; aft., wind S. ; nigbt, rain, 23 4 E. Cloudy, damp ;
rain in the night.

south wind very high. 24 1 4 N. Cloudy, damp.
14 13 14 s. Cloudy. 25 14 5 E. Cloudy, damp; heavy rain in thenight.

IS 121 13 s. Rain. 26 14 5 N. Cloudy, damp ; heavy rain the after-

16 12 13 w. Cloudy. noon and evening.

17 12 13 w. Cloudy. 27 14 44 N. Fair.

18 13 14 E. Fair. 28 li 44 N. Cloudy.

19 12 124 E. Fair. 29 14 44 N. Cloudy; mizzling rain in theevening.

20 124 13 E. Fair. 30 il 5 E. Forenoon, fair
;
afternoon, cloudy.

21 12} 13 E. Fair. 31 2 5 E. Cloudy.

22 134 14 N Fair. 1765.
23 12| 15 E. Fair; aft., mercury 11 1-half, heavy Jan.l 24 £4 N. Cloudy ;

afternoon, mizzling rain.

rain, wind N. 2 3 6 E. Cloudy ; rain at noon ; heavy rain all

24 8 94 W. Cloudy. the afternoon and night.

25 8 10 N. Clear sky, sharp air. 3 6 S.E. Cloudy ; heavy rain, with some thun-

26 114 N. Clear sky. der in the afternoon and evening.

27 7 8 N. Sky cloudy, air cold. 4 24 5 N. Cloudy ;
afternoon, fair.

28 54 7 N.E. Sky cloudy, air cold. 5 2 44 N. Fair.

29 H 9 N.E. Sky clear, air very sharp. 6 2 44 N. Cloudy; afternoon, fair.

30 5 7 N. Sky clear, air very sharp. 7 2 5 N. Cloudy ; sprinkling shower at one in

31 si

5

74

7

E. Cloudy, air sharp, oil harvest begins. the afternoon.

Nov.
1 N. Sky cloudy, air cold.

8 24 54 N. Heavy rain at four in the morning ;

forenoon, cloudy; mizzling rain at

2 8 10 N.E. Fair, sun warm, "i

,

Fair, clear sky, sun warm, V „ .
,_ .

1
, I v\ 1 1(1.

Fair, clear sky, sun warm, )

noon.

3 10 114 N. 9 2 5 E. Rain in the morning and forenoon.

4 10 Hi N. 10 24 54 E. Cloudy; gleams of sunshine in the

5 ii 9 N. Fair, sun warm. afternoon.

6 9 104 E. Little wind, fair, sun warm. 11 3 54 N.W. Cloudy; mizzling rain in the aft.

7 7 93 W. Blows fresh, sky cloudy. 12 2 5 E. Clear.

8 10 1H N. Fair, sun warm.
Cloudy in the forenoon ; aft., fair.

13 3 54 E. Cloudy, with gleams of sunshine.

9 7 9 E. 14 3 54 E. Heavy rain, with squalls at three in

10 7 9 N. Cloudy. the morning ;
forenoon, cloudy

;

11 7 9 E. Fair. afternoon and evening, heavy con-

12 84. 10 E. Cloudy. tinued rain.

13 10 114 E. Fine
;
squalls of wind at night. 15 24 5 E. Fair.

14 8 94 N.E. Fine. 16 3 54 N. Fair : at night, mizzling )

15 7 9 N. Fair ; afternoon cloudy. showers. 1 great fall of

16 54 7 N. Mizzling rain
;
heavy rain all night. 17 3 54

54

E. Cloudy; afternoon and Vsnow on the

17 4 6 N.W. Rain all day, and in the night ; snow
on the mountains. 18 3 N.

evening, heavy rain. 1 mountains.
Cloudy. )

18 54 7 E. Blows fresh, cloudy, with showers; 19 3 54 N. Fair,
1heavy rain in the night.

Cloudy, showers ; night, heavy rain.
20 3 •4 N. Fair, \ air sharp.

19 6 8 N.W. 21 24 5 N. Fair, )
20 Si 7 N.W. Cloudy, showers ; heavy rain in the 22 3 54 E. Blows fresh and cold, cloudy.

night. 23 2 44 N. Heavy rain.

21 5 7 N.W. Cloudy. 24 2 44 N. Cloudy; afternoon, rain.

22 44 5J W. Cloudy; aft. fair; evening overcast. 25 14 4 E. Rainy
;
evening, fair.

23 4 5 W Cloudy; afternoon and evening rain. 26 if 4 N.E. Blows fresh, heavy rain.

24 3 44 E. Heavy rain all day, and all night. 27 3 5 E. Fair.

25 3 4] N. Heavy rain all day; snow on the
mountains.

28 3 5 N. Fair in the forenoon
;
cloudy in the

afternoon.

26 34 5 N. Showers, interspersed with gleams of 29 3 54 N. Fair.

sunshine; heavy rain in the night. 30 4 6 E. Fair.

27 Si 5 E. Heavy showers ; afternoon fair. 31 4 6 E. Cloudy; afternoon, mizzling rain.

28 35 5j E. Fair, clear sky. Feb.l 3 5 N.W. Mizzling rain, fall of snow on the
neighbouring mountains.29 33 H N.W. Cloudy.

SO 23 H N. Fair, clear sky. 2 14 4 N. Cloudy.
Dec. 3 1 34 E. Cloudy and cold.

1 4 6 E. Fair, clear sky. 4 i 3 E. Cloudy and cold; afternoon, rain.

2 24 4 N. Fair, clear sky.

Cloudy; afternoon fair, clear sky.
5 0 24 N. Morning squally, cloudy, mizzling

3 3 5 N. rain.

4 3 li N. Fair, clear sky, air sharp. t 0 24 N. Fair; evening, rain; heavy rain in

S 24 A N. Fair, clear sky, air sharp. the night.

6 3 5 N. Cloudy; high wind in the night. ;
i

3 N. Cloudy, with gleams of sunshine.

7 3 5 E. Squalls and rain; afternoon windy. E i Si N. Fair.

£ n 4 N.W. Clear weather. ! 0 4 N. Cloudy; afternoon, clear.

9 3 5 N. Clear. 11 1 4 N. Cloudy, a sprinkling rain.

11 3 5 N. Fair. 11 i 34 N.W. Fair
;
afternoon, cloudy.

11 2 5 W. Rain in the forenoon; aft., fair. 12 h 4 N.W. Fair.

IS 2 4 N. Fair, air sharp. IS 1 3| N. Fair.

l; 2J 5 N. Fair. U 1 32 S.E. Cloudy
; evening, sprinkling rain.
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WEATHER.

Cloudy and cold ; snow on the nei^h-
I bouring bills.

Dark and cold, with some sleet ; snow-
in the neighbourhood of Nice.

Morning, clear, air cold
; afternoon,

overcast, rain and sleet; heavy
rain in the night; snow in the
neighbourhood of Nice.

Cloudy, cold.
Cloudy, cold; afternoon, evening, and

night, heavy rain.
Heavy rain

; afternoon, fair.
Cloudy

; afternoon, clear.
Cloudy; afternoon and night, heavy

rain, with some thunder
Cloudy. ~v

Clear.
| Evenings, fog on the

i-ine. i mountains.
Fine. )
Fine

;
aft. cloudy

; rain all night.
Rain all day and all night, with some
thunder.

Rain.
Fair, air sharp.
Fair, air sharp.
Fair, air sharp.
Fair

j a little rain in the night.
Mizzling rain
Rain and cloudy.
Cloudy in the morning, clears up at
noon. 1

Fair
;
afternoon showers

;
heavy rain

in the night.
Heavy rain all day.
'Blows fresh, clear.
Blows fresh, cloudy

; rain in the night
Rainy.
Fair.

Cloudy.
Fair.

Clouds and sunshine.
Fair; afternoon, overcast.

Degree below ice.

WEATHER.

Cloudy; aft. and evening, heavy raiu.Cloudy
; afternoon, a little rain.

Cloudy.
Fair.

Fair.

Clouds and sunshine.
Cloudy.
Fair.

Clouds and sunshine.
Fair.

Fair; evening, high wind at west.
Blows fresh.
Fair, fresh breeze.
Fair, air sharp.
Fair, air sharp.
Cloudy, air sharp.
Fair, air sharp.
Fair, air sharp.
Fair, air sharp.
Fair, air shai p.
Fair, afresh breeze, air cold
Fair.

Fresh breeze, fair; evening, hieh
wind at S.W. °' s

Fresh breeze, fair.

Fresh breeze, fair.

Fair, air sharp.
Cloudy.
Fair,

'air.

Cloudy and cold
; afternoon sprinkling

rain
;
a fall of snow in tne night on

the mountains.
Fair, air cold.

Fair, air sharp.
Showers.
Sprinkling showers.
At five in the morning a storm of
thunder, hail, and heavy rain ; a
fall of snow on the mountains.

At four in the morning, rain ; fore-
noon, cloudy.

Rain in the morning; forenoon,
cloudy.
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To Mr. Henry Davis, Bookseller in London.

Kespected Sir,—I have received your esteemedfavour of the thirteenth ultimo, wLreby it Tp-
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aVe PeniSCd those -me letter^the wh.ch were delivered unto you by my friend

;fiS;
eren

tV
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Il\Hug0 Bhen; and I am pleased

Srosnt? f
th6y be Printed with a Soodprospect of success

; inasmuch as the objections

b°"T
ntl0n

,'
co°<*ive, are such as may

£ S?5F?V DOt enth'e'y r^°ved.-A„d, firs?

mav ''f
PkCe

'- * t0UchinS what Prosecutions

of nerson/^n ?
nnt,DS^ private correspondence
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Ye me leave

'
wit* a"

wSiSri£
er
7e' that the letters in lotion

that tIt y
and S6nt UDder the seal of ^crecy

;

prejudge of any person whatsoever
; but rather to

the information and edification of mankind So
that it becometh a sort of duty to promulgate them
in usum publicum. Besides I have consulted Mr
-Uavy Higgins, an eminent attorney of this place
who, after due inspection and consideration, de-
clared, that he doth not think the said letters
contain any matter which will be held actionable
in the eye of the law. Finally, if you and I shouldcome to a right understanding, I do declare in
verbosacerdotis, that, in case of any such prosecu-
tion, I will take the whole upon my own shoulders
even quoad fine and imprisonment, though I must
confess I should not care to undergo flagellation.Jam ad turpitndmem, quam ad amaritudinem pana
spectans.—Secondly, concerning the personal re-
sentment of Mr. Justice Lismahago, I mav sav turn
Jtocci facio—I would not willingly vilipend any
Christian, u peradventure he deserveth that epithet.
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Albeit I am much surprised that more care is not

taken to exclude from the commission all such

vagrant foreigners as may be justly suspected of

disaffection to our happy constitution in church and

state.—God forbid that I should be so uncharitable,

as to affirm positively that the said Lismahago is no

better than a Jesuit in disguise ; but this I will

assert and maintain tntis viribws, that from the day

he qualified, he has never been once seen intra

templi parietes, that is to say, within the parish

church.
Thirdly, with respect to what passed at Mr.

Kendal's table, when the said Lismahago was so

brutal in his reprehensions, I must inform you, my
good sir, that I was obliged to retire, not by fear

arising from his minatory reproaches, which, as I

said above, I value not a rush ; but from the sudden

effect produced by a barbel's row, which I had eaten

at dinner, not knowing that the said row is at cer-

tain seasons violently cathartic, as Galen observeth

in his chapter irepi ix^s.

Fourthly, and lastly, with reference to the manner

in which I got possession of the letters, it is a cir-

cumstance which concerns my own conscience only.

Sufficeth it to say, I have fully satisfied the parties

in whose custody they were ; and, by this [time, I

hope I have also satisfied you in such ways, that

the last hand may be put to our agreement, and the

work proceed with all convenient expedition. In

which hope I rest, respected sir, your very humble

servant,

Abergavenny, Aug. 4. JONATHAN DUSTWICH.

P.S. I propose, Deo volente, to have the pleasure

of seeing you in the great city, towards All-hallow-

tide, when I shall be glad to treat with you con-

cerning a parcel of MS. sermons of a certain

clergyman deceased j a cake of the right leaven

for the present taste of the public. Verbum sa-

pienti, &c. J - D -

To the Reverend Mr. Jonathan Dcstwich, at—
Sir,—I received yours in course of post, and

shall be glad to treat with you for the MS. which I

have delivered to your friend Mr. Bhen ; but can

by no means comply with the terms proposed.

Those things are so uncertain—Writing is all a

lottery—I have been a loser by the works of the

greatest men of the age—I could mention particu-

lars, and name names ; but don't choose it—The
taste of the town is so changeable. Then there

have been so many letters upon travels lately

published—What between Smollett's, Sharp's, Der-

rick's, Thickness's, Baltimore's, and Baretti's, toge-

ther with Shandy's Sentimental Travels, the public

seems to be cloyed with that kind of entertainment

— Nevertheless, I will, if you please, run the risk

of printing and publishing, and you shall have half

the profits of the impression.—You need not take

the trouble to bring up your sermons on _my ac-

count—Nobody reads sermons but Methodists and

Dissenters—Besides, for my own part, I am quite a

stranger to that sort of reading ; and the two

persons, whose judgment I depended upon in these

matters, are out of the way ; one is gone abrcad,

carpenter of a man-of-war ; and the other has been

silly enough to abscond, in order to avoid a prose-

cution for blasphemy—I'm a great loser by his

going off—He has left a manual of devotion half

finished on my hands, after having received money
for the whole copy—He was the soundest divine,

and had the most orthodox pen of all my people

and I never knew his judgment fail, but in flying

from his bread and butter on this occasion.

By owning you was not put in bodily fear by

Lismahago, you preclude yourself from the benefit

of a good plea, over and above the advantage

of binding him over. In the late war, I inserted

in my evening paper, a paragraph that came by

the post, reflecting upon the behaviour of a certain

regiment in battle. An officer of said regiment

came to my shop, and, in the presence of my
wife and journeyman, threatened to cut off my
ears—As I exhibited marks of bodily fear more

ways than one, to the conviction of the by-

standers, I bound him over ; my action lay, and I

recovered. As for flagellation, you have nothing

to fear, and nothing to hope on that head—There

has been but one printer flogged at the cart-tail

these thirty years, that was Charles Watson ; and

he assured me it was no more than a flea-bite.

C S has been threatened several times by

the House of L ; but it came to nothing. K
an information should be moved for, and granted

against you, as the editor of these letters, I hope

you will have honesty and wit enough to appear

and take your trial—If you should be sentenced to

the pillory, your fortune is made—As times go.

that's a sure step to honour and preferment. I

shall think myself happy if I can lend you a lift

;

and am very sincerely, Yours,
London, Aug. 10. HENRY DAVIS.

Please my kind service to your neighbour, my
cousin Madoc.—I have sent an almanack and court

calender, directed for him at Mr. Sutton's, bookseller

in Gloucester, carriage paid, which he will please

to accept as a small token of my regard. My wife,

who is very fond of toasted cheese, presents her

compliments to him, and begs to know if there's

any of that kind which he was so good as to send

us last Christmas, to be sold in London. H. »

.

To Doctor Lewis.

The pills are good for nothing—I might as well

swallow snow-balls to cool my reins—1 have told

you over and over, how hard I am to move
;
and,

at this time of day, I ought to know something of

my own constitution. Why will you be so positive ?

Prithee send me another prescription—I am as

lame, and as much tortured in all my limbs, as if

I was broke upon the wheel. Indeed, I am equally

distressed in mind and body—As if I had not

plagues enough of my own, those children of my
sister are left me for a perpetual source of vexation

— What business have people to get children to

plague their neighbours ? A ridiculous incident

that happened yesterday to my niece Liddy, has

disordered me in such a manner, that I expect to

be laid up with another fit of the gout—Perhaps I

may explain myself in my next. I shall set out

to-morrow morning for the Hot Well at Bristol,

where I am afraid I shall stay longer than I could

wish. On the receipt of this, send Williams

thither with my saddle-horse and the demi-pique.

Tell Barns to thrash out the two old ricks, and send

the corn to market, and sell it off to the poor at a

shilling a bushel under market price.— 1 have re-

ceived a snivelling letter from Griffin, offering to

make a public submission, and pay costs. I want
none of his submissions ; neither will I pocket any
of his money—The fellow is a bad neighbour, and

I desire to have nothing to do with him. But as
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he is purse-proud, he shall pay for his insolence.

™ f ™ RH ^Ve P°Unds t0 the P°or of ,he Par^h,and 1 11 withdraw my action ; and in the mean timeyou may tell Prig to stop proceedings.— Let Mor-SUI Widow have the Alderney cow, and forty
shi lings to clothe her children. But don't sav a
syllable of the matter to any living soul—I'll makeher pay when she is able. I desire you will lockup all my drawers, and keep the kevs till me-tine •

and be sure you take the iron chest "with my papers'
into your own custody-Forgive all this trouble
tram, Dear Lewis, your affectionate

Gloucester, April 2. M. BRAMBLE

THE EXPEDITION OF

To Mrs. Gwyllim, Housekeeper at Brambhton-hall.
Mrs. Ginruj^—When this cums to hand, bewire to pack up m the trunk male that stands inmy closet, to be sent me in the Bristol waggon, w th-

rll c°T>
°5

ll

T- f°ll0wine articl<^ viz. myrose-collard neglejay, with green robins, my yellowdamask, and my black velvet suit, with the short

iTL^I
bl°° qUlItedrticoat

'
m

-v e"*n mantee"my laced apron, my French commode, Macklinhead and lappets, and the litel box with my jowls

S?2%TJ Mg °Ter m -
V b™-daffee, 'and theviol w th the easing* of Dr. Hill's dock-water, andChowder's lacksitiff. The poor creature has Cn

Prav •Ikp°

nSt^e
T

ted 6VCr Since ™ left '~£3 take Particular care of the house while thefemilv is absent Let there be a fire constantlykept in my brother's chamber and mine Themaids, having nothing to do, may be sat a spinningI desire you'll clap a pad-luck on the windselle?and let none of the men have excess to thesXbear-don't forget to have the gate shit everyevening before dark._The gardnif and hfnd maj-
.e be ow in the landry, to partake the house, withthe blunderbuss and the great dog; and I honeyou 11 have a watchfull eye over the maids Iknow that hussey Mary Jon'es, loves to be rutpingwith the men Let me know if Aldemey's calf bfsould yet, and what he fonght-if the odd goosebe sitting; and if the cobler has cut Dickeyfandhow the poor anemd bore the operation.-No moreat present, but rests, Ynurf
Glosrar.AprUZ. TABITHA BRAMBLE.

To Mrs. Mary Jones, at BramlJeton-hall
Dear MoLLr,-Heaving this importunity, I send

taking here at Glostar-Miss Liddy had like tohave run away with a player-man TnA I
master and he would adon'e alsSbut the squire applied to the mare, and they werebound over—Mistress bid me not speak a word ofthe matter to any christian soul-no more I shall •
lor we servnts should see all. and say nothingBut, what was worse than all this, ChowSmhad the misfortune to be worried by a butcher'sdog, and came home in a terrible pickle-Srisswas taken with the asterisks h,,t A
off tk„ a .

asterisks, but they soon went

subscribed °
r "aS S6nt for t0 Chowder, and he

secrets now my back is turned. John Thomas i8m good health, but sulky. The squire gave aw van ould coat to a poor man
; and John sfys as howus robbing him of his parquisites.-I told bun, byhis agreement he was to receive no vails; but hesays as how there's a difference betwixt vails and

parquisites
;
and so there is for sartin. W are allgoing to the Hot Well, where I shall drink yourhealth in a glass of water, being, dear Molly, yourhumble servant to command *

Gloustar, April 2. ^ JENKINS.
To Sir TVatkin Phillips, Bart, ofJesus Coll.,Oxon.
Dear Phillips,—As I have nothing more at

tVJhan t0 CrinCe 1 am incapable of
forgetting or neglecting the friendship I made at
college, I now begin that correspondence by letters,
* nich you and I agreed at parting to cultivate fbegin it sooner than I intended, that you may have
it m your power to refute any idle reports which

touch;™
CT a,

t
d t0 mj Pre->

udice at Oxford,
touching- a foolish quarrel, in which I have been
involved on account of my sister, who had beensome time settled here in a boarding-school.-W hen I came hither with my uncle and aunt, who
are our guarians, to fetch her away, I found her afine all girl of seventeen, with an agreeable person

:

wor,n ^ Slmple
'
and V** Want of theworld. This disposition, and want of experience,had exposed her to the addresses of a person-fknow not what to call him, who had seen her at aplav; and. with a confidence and dexterity peculiar

to himself, found means to be recommended to her

2!mn e
' ^y?8 ^ the greatest accident I

oSll
°De °f h 'S

'
etters

-
As h -as my duty

to stifle this correspondence in its birth, I made itmy business to find him out, and tell him very freelymy sentiments of the matter. The spark did not

of menle
J
Tb "^V^ b

f
haVed with abundance

ol mettle. Though his rank in life, which, by theby, I am ashamed to declare, did not entitle him tomuch deference, yet, as his behaviour was remark-
ably spirited, I admitted him to the privilege of agentleman, and something might have happened,

fook ni •7 L

6611 Prev!
nted

-
In short, the business

took; an, I know not how, and made abundance of
noise-recourse was had to justice-I was obliged
to give my word and honour, &c, and to-morrowmorning we set out for Bristol Wells, where Iexpect to hear from you by the return of the postha

^
e Sot into a family of originals, whom I may

|

one day attempt to describe for your amusemenf
J

My aunt, Mrs. Tabitha Bramble, is a maiden of
torty-five, exceeding starched, vain, and ridiculous.

|

My uncle is an odd kind of humourist, always on

I
M

v
50 "nPleasant in his manner, that,

rather than be obliged to keep him company, I d

'indeed L^™ ^ inh™ce of his estate.Indeed his being tortured by the gout, may have

bett/r on'V
e
tK^ and

'
perhaPs

'
I "avliJehim

better on farther acquaintance. Certain it is, allhis servants and neighbours in the country are fond

of wh?M I
6" ° a degree °f enthu^asm, the reason

me to rHff
Ca
p

°l V'1 comPrehend. Eememberme to Gnffy Price, Gwyn, Mansel, Basset, and allhe res of my old Cambrian companions. Salutehe bed-maker in my name-give my service to

Sr Pb-ir'
S d maS

!r
er

'
who L'' and ever ™" be,

It /, R JOur affectionate friend, and humble
of I \ U.UT,

Gloucester, April 2. JER. MELFORD.
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To Mrs. Jersiyn, at her House in Gloucester.

Dear Madam,—Having no mother of my own,

I hope you will give me leave to disburden my poor

heart to you, who have always acted the part of a

kind parent to me, ever since I was put under your

care. Indeed, and indeed, my worthy governess

may believe me, when I assure her, that I never

harboured a thought that was otherwise than vir-

tuous ; and, if God will give me grace, I shall never

behave so as to cast a reflection on the care you
have taken in my education. I confess I have

given just cause of offence, by my want of prudence

and experience. I ought not to have listened to

what the young man said ; and it was my duty to

have told you all that passed, but I was ashamed
to mention it ; and then he behaved so modest and

respectful, and seemed to be so melancholy and

timorous, that I could not find in my heart to do

any thing that should make him miserable and

desperate. As for familiarities, I do declare, I

never once allowed him the favour of a salute ; and

as to the few letters that passed between us, they

are all in my uncle's hands, and I hope they con-

tain nothing contrary to innocence and honour. I

am still persuaded that he is not what he appears

to be ; but time will discover—meanwhile, I will

endeavour to forget a connexion, which is so dis-

pleasing to my family. I have cried without ceasing,

and have not tasted any thing but tea, since I was

hurried away from you ; nor did I once close my
eyes for three nights running. My aunt continues

to chide me severely, when we are by ourselvps

;

but I hope to soften her in time, by humility and

submission. My uncle, who was so dreadfully

passionate in the beginning, has been moved by my
tears and distress, and is now all tenderness and

compassion ; and my brother is reconciled to me,

on my promise to break off all correspondence with

that unfortunate youth. But, notwithstanding all

their indulgence, I shall have no peace of mind till

I know my dear and ever honoured governess has

forgiven her poor, disconsolate, forlorn, affectionate

humble servant, till death,

Clifton, April 6. LYDIA MELFORD.

To Miss L^titia Wiixis, at Gloucester.

My dearest Letty,—I am in such a fright, lest

this should not come safe to hand by the conveyance

of Jarvis the carrier, that I beg you will write me,

on the receipt of it, directing to me, under cover, to

Mrs. Winifred Jenkins, my aunt's maid, who is a

good girl, and has been so kind to me in my
affliction, that I have made her my confidant ; as

for Jarvis, he was very shy of taking charge of my
letter and the little parcel, because his sister Sally

had like to have lost her place on my account.

Indeed I cannot blame the man for his caution

;

but I have made it worth his while. My dear

companion and bedfellow, it is a grievous addition

to my other misfortunes, that I am deprived of

your agreeable company and conversation, at a

time when I need so much the comfort of your

good humour and good sense; but, I hope, the

friendship we contracted at the boarding-school

will last for life—I doubt not but, on my side, it

will daily increase and improve, as I gain ex-

perience, and learn to know the value of a true

friend. 0, my dear Letty ! what shall I say about

poor Mr. Wilson ? I have promised to break off

all correspondence, and, if possible, to forget him ;

but, alas ! I begin to perceive that it will not be in

my power. As it is by no means proper that the

picture should remain in my hands, lest it should

be the occasion of more mischief, I have sent it to

you by this opportunity, begging you will either

keep it safe till better times, or return it to Mr.

Wilson himself, who, I suppose, will make it his

business to see you at the usual place. If he should

be low-spirited at my sending back his picture, you
may tell him I have no occasion for a picture,

while the original continues engraved on my
But, no; I would not have you tell him that

neither; because there must be an end of our

correspondence—I wish he may forget me, for the

sake of his own peace ; and yet, if he should, he

must be a barbarous . But, 'tis impossible

—

poor Wilson cannot be false and inconstant. I

beseech him not to write to me, nor attempt to see

me for some time ; for, considering the resentment

and passionate temper of my brother Jerry, such

an attempt might be attended with consequences

which would make us all miserable for life—let us

trust to time and the chapter of accidents; or

rather to that Providence which will not fail, sooner

or later, to reward those that walk in the paths of

honour and virtue.—I would offer my love to the

young ladies, but it is not fit that any of them
should know that you have received this letter. If

we go to Bath, I shall send you my simple remarks

upon that famous centre of polite amusement, and

every other place we may chance to visit ; and I

flatter myself that my dear Miss Willis will be

punctual in answering the letters of her affectionate

Clifton, April 6. LYDIA MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Lewis,—I have followed your directions

with some success, and might have been upon my
legs by this time, had the weather permitted me to

use my saddle-horse. I rode out upon the Downs
last Tuesday, in the forenoon, when the sky, as far

as the visible horizon was without a cloud ; but,

before I had gone a full mile, I was overtaken

instantaneously by a storm of rain, that wet me
to the skin in three minutes—whence it came the

devil knows ; but it has laid me up (I suppose) for

one fortnight. It makes me sick to hear people

talk of the fine air upon Clifton Downs. How can

the air be either agreeable or salutary, where the

demon of vapours descends in a perpetual drizzle?

My confinement is the more intolerable, as I am
surrounded with domestic vexations. My niece has

had a dangerous fit of illness, occasioned by that

cursed incident at Gloucester, which I mentioned

in my last. She is a poor good-natured simpleton, as

soft as butter, and as easily melted—not that she's

a fool—the girl's parts are not despicable, and her

education has not been neglected ; that is to say,

she can write and spell, and speak French, and

play upon the harpsichord ; then she dances finely,

has a good figure, and is very well inclined ; but

she's deficient m spirit, and so susceptible—and so

tender forsooth !—truly, she has got a languishing

eye, and reads romances. Then there's her brother,

Squire Jerry, a pert jackanapes, full of college

petulance and self-conceit ; proud as a German count,

and as hot and hasty as a Welsh mountaineer

As for that fantastical animal my sister Tabby, you
1

are no stranger to her qualifications. I vow to

God, she is sometimes so intolerable, that I almost
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thmk she s the devil incarnate, come to torment me
for my sins; and yet I am conscious of no sins
that ought to entail such family plagues upon me—why the devil should not I shake off these torments
at once? I an't married to Tabby, thank Hea-ven I nor did I beget the other two. Let them
choose another guardian

; for my part, I an't in a
condition to take care of myself, much less to
superintend the conduct of giddy-headed boys and
girls. You earnestly desire to know the particulars
of our adventure at Gloucester, which are briefly
these, and I hope they will go no farther :—Liddvbad been so long cooped up in a boarding-school
which, next to a nunnery is the worst kind of
seminary that ever was contrived for young women
that she became as inflammable as touchwood-
and, going to a play in holiday-time—'sdeath, I'mashamed to tell you! she fell in love with one of
the actors-a handsome young fellow, that goes byhe name of Wilson The rascal soon perceived
the impression he had made, and managed mattersso as to see her at a house where she went to drink
tea with her governess. This was the beginning
of a correspondence, which they kept up by mean?

ftr'fi*
miUirVh° made and dre^d ^ap

for the girls at the boarding-school. When we
arrived at Gloucester, Liddy came to stay at lodg-
ings with her aunt, and Wilson bribed the maid To

t ™ a
, !f

er into her own hands
, but it seemsJerry had already acquired so much credit with themaid (by what means he best knows), that she

carried the letter to him, and so the whole plot was
d.scovered. The rash boy, without sayinga word
of the matter to me, went immediately in search ofH ilson

j
and, I suppose, treated him with insolenceenough. The theatrical hero was too far gone inromance to brook such usage. He replied in blank

verse, and a formal challenge ensued. They a-reed
to meet early next morning, and to decide the
dispute with sword and pistol. I heard nothing ata of the affair, till Mr. Morley came to my bed-
side m the morning, and told me he was afraid mynephew was going to fight, as he had been over-heard talking very loud and vehement with Wilson
at the young man's lodgings the night before, and
afterwards went and bought powder and ball at ashop in the neighbourhood. I got up immediately
and, upon inquiry, found he was just gone out. "ibegged Morley to knock up the mayor, that hemight interpose as a magistrate

; and/in the mean
tune, I hobbled after the squire, whom I saw at a
distance, walking at a great pace towards the city
gate In spite of all my efforts, I could not comeup till our two combatants had taken their groundand were priming their pistols. An old house
luckily screened me from their view ; so that Irushed upon them at once before I was perceived.
I hey were both confounded, and attempted tomake their escape different ways; but Morleycoming up with constables at that instant, tookU ilson into custody, and Jerry followed him quietly
to the mayor s house. All this time I was ignorant
of what had passed the preceding day ; and neither

1 pal
;

tles would discover a tittle of the
ma.ter. The mayor observed, that it was great
presumption m Wilson, who was a stroller, toST ? /

JCh extreraities ™th a gentleman oflami y and fortune ; and threatened to commit him

uDw'thI
agr

f
Ilt

-

aCt
-

The y°unS feUo* tolled
sPmt .

declaring he was a gentleman,and would be treated as such; but he refused to

explain mmself farther. The master of the com-pany being sent for, and examined touching the

him Z%°
U

'

Sa'd
,

the
JTng man had «>gag*d withhim at Birmingham about six months ago, butnever would take his salary; that he behaved sowell m his private character, as to acquire the

respect and good-will of all his acquaintance
; and

that the public owned his merit as an actor was
altogether extraordinary. After all, I fancy lie
will turn out to be a runaway 'prentice from
-London. I he manager offered to bail him forany sum provided he would give his word andhonour that be would keep the peace ; but the yonnegentleman was on his high ropes, and would by nomeans lay himself under any restrictions. On the
other hand, Hopeful was equally obstinate; till at
ength the mayor declared, that, if they both refused
to be bound over, he would immediately commit
V\ ilson as a vagrant to hard labour. I own I wasmuch pleased with Jerry's behaviour on this occa-
sion. He said, that, rather than Mr. Wilson should
be treated in such an ignominious manner, hewould give his word and honour to prosecute the
affair no farther while they remained at Gloucester
^.lson thanked him for his generous manner
of proceeding, and was discharged. On our return
to our lodgings my nephew explained the whole
mystery; and I own I was exceedingly incensed.Uddy being questioned on the subject, and very
severely reproached by that wild cat my sister
labby, first swooned away, then dissolving into a
flood of tears, confessed all the particulars of the
correspondence; at the same time giving up three
letters, which were all she had received from her
admirer The last, which Jerry intercepted, I sendyou enclosed

;
and when you have read it, I dare sayyou won't wonder at the progress the writer hadmade in the heart of a simple girl utterly unac-

quainted with the characters of mankind Think-
ing it was high time to remove her from such a
dangerous connexion, I carried her off the very nextday to Bristol

; but the poor creature was so fright-
ened and fluttered by our threats and expostulations,
that she fell sick the fourth day after our arrival
at Clifton, and continued so ill for a whole week
that her life was despaired of. It was not till yes-
terday that Dr. Ria-ge declared her out of danger
You cannot imagine what I have suffered, partly
from the indiscretion of this poor child, but much
more from the fear of losing her entirely. This air
is intolerably cold, and the place quite solitary I
never go down to the well without returning l'ow-
spinted

;
for there I meet with half a dozen poor

emaciated creatures, with ghostly looks, in the last
stage of a consumption, who have made shift to
linger through the winter like so many exotic plants
languishing in a hot-house

; but in all appearance
will drop into their gravesbefore the sun has warmth
enough tomitigate the rigourof this ungenial sprine
If you think the Bath water will be of any service to
me, I will go thither as soon as my niece can bear the
motion of the coach. Tell Barns I am obliged tohim for his advice, but don't choose to follow it If
Davies voluntarily offers to give up the farm, the
other shall have it ; but I will not begin at this time
of day to distress my tenants because thev are un-
fortunate, and cannot make regular payments Iwonder that Barns should think me capable of such
oppression. As for Higgins, the fellow is a notori-
ous poacher, to be sure

; and an impudent rascal to
set his snares in my own paddock

; but I suppose he
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thought he had some right, especially in my absence,

to partake of what nature seems to have intended

for common use. You may threaten him in my
name as much as you please ; and if he repeats the

offence, let me know it before you have recourse to

justice. I know you are a great sportsman, and
oblige many of your friends. I need not tell you to

make use of my grounds ; but it may be necessary

to hint, that I'm more afraid of my fowling-piece

than of my game. When you can spare two or three

brace of partridges, send them over by the stage-

coach ; and tell Gwyllim that she forgot to pack up
my flannels and wide shoes in the trunk-mail. I

shall trouble you as usual, from time to time, till at

last, I suppose, you will be tired of corresponding
with your assured friend,

Clifton, April 17. M. BRAMBLE.

To Miss Lydia Melford.

Miss Willis has pronounced my doom—you
are going away, dear Miss Melford—you are going
to be removed I know not whither ! what shall I

do? which way shall I turn for consolation ? Iknow
not what I say—all night long have I been tossed
in a sea of doubts and fears, uncertainty and dis^

traction, without being able to connect my thoughts,
much less to form any consistent plan of conduct

—

I was even tempted to wish that I had never seen
you ; or that you had been less amiable, or less

compassionate to your poor Wilson ; and yet it

would be detestable ingratitude in me to form such
a wish, considering how much I am indebted to

your goodness, and the ineffable pleasure I have de-
rived from your indulgence and approbation. Good
God ! I never heard your name mentioned without
emotion ! the most distant prospect of being ad-
mitted to your company filled my whole soul with
a kind of pleasing alarm ! as the time approached
my heart beat with redoubled force, and every nerve
thrilled with a transport of expectation ; but when
I found myself actually in your presence—when I
heard you speak— when I saw you smile—when I

beheld your charming eyes turned favourably upon
me, my breast was filled with such tumults of
delight as wholly deprived me of the power of
utterance, and wrapt me in a delirium ofjoy ! En-
couraged by your sweetness of temper and affa-

bility, I ventured to describe the feelings of my
heart—even then you did not check my presump-
tion—you pitied my sufferings, and gave me leave
to hope ;—you put a favourable, perhaps too favour-
able a construction, on my appearance. Certain it

is, I am no player in love—I speak the language of
my own heart, and have no prompter but nature.

Yet there is something in this heart which I have
not yet disclosed —I flatter myself—but I will not, I

must not proceed. Dear Miss Liddy ! for Heaven's
sake contrive, if possible, some means of letting me
speak to you before you leave Gloucester, other-
wise I know not what will—But I begin to rave
again—I will endeavour to bear this trial with for-

titude—while I am capable of reflecting upon your
tenderness and truth, I surely have no cause to

despair—yet I am strangely affected. The sun
seems to deny me light—a cloud hangs over me,
and there is a dreadful weight upon my spirits

!

While you stay in this place I shall continually hover
'about your lodgings, as the parted soul is said to

linger about the grave where its mortal consort lies.

1 know if it is in your power you will task your

humanity—your compassion—shall I add, your
affection? in order to assuage the almost intoler-

able disquiet that torments the heart of you afflicted

Gloucester, March 31. WILSON.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, of Jesus College, Oxon.

Dear Phillips,—I give Mansel credit for his

invention in propagating the report, that I had
a quarrel with a mountebank's Merry Andrew at

Gloucester. But I have too much respect for every
appendage of wit to quarrel even with the lowest
buffoonery ; and therefore I hope Mansel and I shall

always be good friends. I cannot, however, ap-
prove of his drowning my poor dog Ponto, on pur-
pose to convert Ovid's pleonasm into a punning
epitaph

—

deerant quoque littora Ponto. For, that he
threw him into the Isis, when it was so high and
impetuous, with no other view than to kill the fleas,

is an excuse that will not hold water. But I leave

poor Ponto to his fate, and hope Providence will

take care to accommodate Mansel with a drier death.

As there is nothing that can be called company
at the well, I am here in a state of absolute rustica-

tion. This, however, gives me leisure to observe
the singularities in my uncle's character, which
seems to have interested your curiosity. The truth

is, his disposition and mine, which, like oil and
vinegar, repelled one another at first, have now
begun to mix, by dint of being beat up together. I
was once apt to believe him a complete Cynic, and
that nothing but the necessity of his occasions could

compel him to get within the pale of society. I am
now of another opinion ; I think his peevishness

arises partly from bodily pain, and partly from a
natural excess of mental sensibility ; for, I suppose,

the mind as well as the body, is, in some cases, en-
dowed with a morbid excess of sensation.

I was t'other day much diverted with a conver-
sation that passed in the pump-room, betwixt him
and the famous Dr. L—n, who is come to ply at the
well for patients. My uncle was complaining of
the stink, occasioned by the vast quantity of mud
and slime, which the river leaves at low ebb under
the windows of the pump-room. He observed, that

the exhalations arising from such a nuisance could

not but be prejudicial to the weak lungs of many
consumptive patients who came to drink the water.

The doctor, overhearing this remark, made up to

him, and assured him he was mistaken. He said,

people in general were so misled by vulgar preju-

dices, that philosophy was hardly sufficient to un-
deceive them. Then, hemming thrice, he assumed
a most ridiculous solemnity of aspect, and entered

into a learned investigation of the nature of stink.

He observed that stink, or stench, meant no more
than a strong impression on the olfactory nerves,

and might be applied to substances of the most
opposite qualities

;
that, in the Dutch language,

stinken signified the most agreeable perfume, as well
as the most fetid odour, as appears in Van Vlou-
del's translation of Horace, in that beautiful ode,

Quis multa gracilis, Sfc. The words liquidis perfu-
sus odoribus, he translates, van civet et moschata
gestinken ; that individuals differed toto cado in their

opinion of smells, which indeed was altogether as
arbitrary as the opinion of beauty ; that the French
were pleased with the putrid effluvia of animal food,

and so were the Hottentots in Africa, and the
savages in Greenland ; and that the negroes on the
coast of Senegal would not touch fish till it was
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rotten

;
strong presumptions in favour of what is

generally called stink, as those nations are in a
state of nature, undebauched by luxury, unseduced
by whim and caprice ; that he had reason to believe
the stercoraceous flavour, condemned by prejudice
as a stink, was, in fact, most agreeable to the organs
of smelling

; for that every person who pretended
to nauseate the smell of another's excretions,
snuffed up his own with particular complacency

;

for the truth of which he appealed to all the ladies
and gentlemen then present. He said, the inha-
bitants of Madrid and Edinburgh found particular
satisfaction in breathing their own atmosphere,
which was always impregnated with stercoraceous
effluvia. That the learned Dr. B , in his Trea-
tise on the Four Digestions, explains in what man-
ner the volatile eSIuvia from the intestines stimu-
late and promote the operations of the animal
economy. He affirmed, the last Grand Duke of
Tuscany, of the Medicis family, who refined upon
sensuality with the spirit of a philosopher, was so
delighted with that odour, that he caused the essence
of ordure to be extracted, and used it as the most
delicious perfume. That he himself (the doctor),
when he happened to be low-spirited, or fatigued
with business, found immediate relief, and uncom-
mon satisfaction, from hanging over the stale con-
tents of a close stool, while his servant stirred it
about under his nose; nor was this effect to be
wondered at, when we consider that this substance
abounds with the self-same volatile salts that are
so greedily smelled to by the most delicate invalids,
after they have been extracted and sublimed by the
chemists. By this time the company began to hold
their noses; but the doctor, without taking the
least notice of this signal, proceeded to show, that
many fetid substances were not only agreeable but
salutary

;
such as assafcetida, and other medicinal

gums, resins, roots, and vegetables, over and above
burnt feathers, tan-pits, candle-snuffs, &c. In short,
he used many learned arguments to persuade his
audience out of their senses : and from stench made
a transition to filth, which he affirmed was also a
mistaken idea, inasmuch as objects so called were
no other than certain modifications of matter, con-
sisting of the same principles that enter into the
composition of all created essences, whatever they
may be. That, in the filthiest production of na-
ture, a philosopher considered nothing but the earth,
water, salt, and air, of which it was compounded!
That, for his own part, he had no more objection
to drinking the dirtiest ditch-water, than he had
to a glass of water from the Hot Well, provided
he was assured there was nothing poisonous in the
concrete. Then addressing himself to my uncle,
" Sir," said he, " you seem to be of a dropsical
habit, and probably will soon have a confirmed
ascites

; if I should be present when you are tapped,
I will give you a convincing proof of what I assert!
by drinking without hesitation, the water that comes
out of your abdomen." The ladies made wry faces
at this declaration

; and my uncle, changing colour,
told him, he did not desire anv such proof ofhis philo-
sophy.—" But I should be glad to know," said he,
' makes y°u think 1 am of a dropsical habit?"—;" Sir, I beg pardon," replied the doctor, " I per-
ceive your ancles are swelled, and vou seem to
have the facies-leucophlegmatica. Perhaps, indeed,
your disorder may be (edematous, or gouty, or itmay be the Ikes venerea. If you have any reason
to flatter yourself it is this last, sir, I will under-

take to cure you with three small pills, even if the
disease should have attained its utmost inveteracy.
Sir, it is an arcanum, which I have discovered, and
prepared with infinite labour. Sir. I have lately
cured a woman in Bristol—a common prostitute
sir who had got all the worst symptoms of the dis-
order

;
such as nodi, tophi, and gummata, verruca,

crista gal/i, and a serpiginous eruption, or rather
a pocky itch all over her bodv. By that time she
had taken the second pill, sir, by Heaven ! she was
as smooth as my hand ; and the third made her as
sound and as fresh as a new born infant."—" Sir,"
cried my uncle peevishly, " I have no reason to
flatter myself that my disorder comes within the
efficacy of your nostrum. But this patient you
talk of may not be so sound at bottom as you
imagine."—" I can't possibly be mistaken," re-
joined the philosopher ;

" for I have had communi-
cation with her three times—I always ascertain my
cures in that manner." At this remark, all the
ladies retired to another corner of the room, and
some of them began to spit—As to my uncle, though
he was ruffled at first by the doctor's saying he was
dropsical, he could not helD smiling at this ridicu-
lous confession; and, I suppose, with a view to
punish this original, told him there was a wart upon
his nose, that looked a little suspicious.—"I don't
pretend to be a judge of these matters," said he

;

" but I understand that warts are often produced by
the distemper

; and that one upon your nose seems
to have taken possession of the very key-stone of
the bridge, which I hope is in no danger of falling."L—n seemed a little confounded at this remark, and
assured him it was nothing but a common excre-
scence of the cuticula, but that the bones were all
sound below

; for the truth of this assertion, he ap-
pealed to the touch, desiring he would feel the part.My uncle said it was a matter of such delicacy to
meddle with a gentleman's nose, that he declined
the office

; upon which the doctor, turning to me,
entreated me to do him that favour. I complied
with his request, and handled it so roughly, that he
sneezed, and the tears ran down his cheeks, to the
no small entertainment of the company, and par-
ticularly of my uncle, who burst out a laughing,
for the first time since I have been with him ; and
took notice that the part seemed to be very tender.
" Sir," cried the doctor, " it is naturally a tender
part

;
but, to remove all possibility of doubt, I will

take off the wart this very night."
So saying, he bowed with great solemnity all

round, and retired to his own lodgings, where he
applied caustic to the wart ; but it spread in such a
manner, as to produce a considerable inflammation,
attended with an enormous swelling ; so that, when
he next appeared, his whole face was overshadowtd
by this tremendous nozzle ; and the rueful eager-
ness with which he explained this unlucky acci-
dent, was ludicrous beyond all description. I -n as
much pleased with meeting the original of a cha-
racter which you and I have often laughed at in
description

; and, what surprises me very much, I
find the features in the picture which has been
drawn for him rather softened than overcharged.
As I have something else to say, and this letter

has run to an unconscionable length, I shall now
give you a little respite, and trouble vou again by
the very first post. I wish you would take it in
your head to retaliate these" double strokes upon
yours always,

Hot Well, April IS. j. MELFOHD.
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To Sir Watkin Phillips, of Jesus College, Oxon.

Dear Knight,—I now sit down to execute the

threat in the tail of my last. The truth is, I am
big with the secret, and long to be delivered. It

relates to my guardian, who, you know, is at pre-

sent our principal object in view.

T'other day, I thought I had detected him in such

a state of frailty, as would but ill become his years

and character. There is a decent sort of a woman,
not disagreeable in her person, that comes to the

well, with a poor emaciated child, far gone in a con-

sumption. I had caught my uncle's eyes several

times directed to this person, with a very suspicious

expression in them ; and every time he saw himself

observed, he hastily withdrew them, with evident

marks of confusion. I resolved to watch him more
narrowly, and saw him speaking to her privately in

a corner of the walk. At length, going down to

the well one day, I met her half way up the hill to

Clifton, and could not help suspecting she was going

to our lodgings by appointment, as it was about one

o'clock, the hour when my sister and I are gene-

rally at the pump-room. This notion exciting my
curiosity, I returned by a back way, and got unper-

ceived into my own chamber, which is contiguous

to my uncle's apartment. Sure enough, the wo-
man was introduced, but not into his bed-chamber.

He gave her audience in a parlour ; so that I

was obliged to shift my station to another room,

where, however, there was a small chink in the

partition, through which I could perceive what
passed. My uncle, though a little lame, rose up
when she came in, and, setting a chair for her, de-

sired she would sit down ; then he asked if she

would take a dish of chocolate, which she declined,

with much acknowledgment. After a short pause,

he said, in a croaking tone of voice, which con-

founded me not a little, " Madam, I am truly con-

cerned for your misfortunes, and if this trifle can

be of any service to you, I beg you will accept it

without ceremony." So saying, he put a bit of

paper into her hand, which she opening with great

trepidation, exclaimed in an ecstasy, " Twenty
pounds ! 0, sir

!

" and, sinking down on a settee,

fainted away. Frightened at this fit, and, I suppose,

afraid of calling for assistance, lest her situation

should give rise to unfavourable conjectures, he ran

about the room in distraction, making frightful

grimaces, and at length had recollection enough to

throw a little water in her face, by which appli-

cation she was brought to herself ; but then her

feelings took another turn. She shed a flood of

tears, and cried aloud, " I know not who you are ;

but sure—worthy sir !—generous sir !—the distress

of me and my poor dying child—Oh! if the widow's

prayers—if the orphan's tears of gratitude
_
can

aught avail— Gracious Providence ! — Blessing !

shower down eternal blessings"—Here she was in-

terrupted by my uncle, who muttered in a voice still

more and more discordant, " For Heaven's sake be

quiet, madam—consider—the people of the house

—

'sdeath ! can't you."'—All this time she was strug-

gling to throw herself on her knees, while he, seiz-

ing her by the wrists, endeavoured to seat her upon

the settee, saying, '• Prithee—good now—hold your

tongue." At that instant, who should burst into the

room but our aunt Tabby ! of all antiquated maid-

ens the most diabolically capricious. Ever prying

into other people's affairs, she had seen the woman
enter, and followed her to the door, where she stood

listening, but probably could hear nothing dis"

tinctly except my uncle's last exclamation, at which
she bounced into the parlour in a violent rage, that

dyed the tip of her nose of a purple hue. " Fie upon
you, Matt !

" cried she " what doings are these, to

disgrace your own character, and disparage your
family ? " Then snatching the bank-note out of the

stranger's hand, she went on, " How now, twenty

pounds !—here is a temptation with a witness !

—

Good woman, go about your business—Brother,

brother, I know not which most to admire, your
concupissins, or your extravagance!"— " Good
God ! " exclaimed the poor woman, " shall a worthy
gentleman's character suffer for an action that does

honour to humanity ?" By this time, uncle's indig-

nation was effectually roused. His face grew pale,

his teeth chattered, and his eyes flashed. " Sister,"

cried he, in a voice like thunder, " I vow to God your
impertinence is exceedingly provoking ! " With
these words he took her by the hand, and, opening

the door of communication, thrust her into the

chamber where I stood, so affected by the scene,

that the tears ran down my cheeks. Observing these

marks of emotion, " I don't wonder," said she, " to

see you concerned at the backslidings of so near a

relation ; a man of his years and infirmities—these

are fine doings, truly—this is a rare example set by
a guardian for the benefit of his pupils ; monstrous !

incongruous ! sophistical
!

" I thought it was but an

act of justice to set her to rights, and therefore

explained the mystery ; but she would not be
undeceived. " What !

" said she, " would you go
for to offer for to arguefy me out of my senses ?

Didn't I hear him whispering to her to hold her

tongue ? Didn't I see her in tears ? Didn't I

see him struggling to throw her upon the couch ?

0 filthy ! hideous ! abominable ! Child, child, talk

net to me of charity—who gives twenty pounds in

charity ? But you are a stripling; you know nothing

of the world ;
besides, charity begins at home.

Twenty pounds would buy me a complete suit of

flowered silk, trimmings and all." In short, I quitted

the room, my contempt for her, and my respect for

her brother being increased in the same proportion.

1 have since been informed, that the person whom
my uncle so generously relieved, is the widow of

an ensign, who has nothing to depend upon but the

pension of fifteen pounds a-year. The people of the

well-house give her an excellent character. She
lodges in a garret, and works very hard at plain

work, to support her daughter, who is dying of a
consumption. I must own, to my shame, I feel a

strong inclination to follow my uncle's example, in

relieving this poor widow
; but, betwixt friends, I

am afraid of being detected in a weakness that might
entail the ridicule of the company upon,

Dear Phillips, Yours always,
Hot Well, April 20. J. MELFORD.
Direct your next to me at Bath ; and remember

me to all our fellow Jesuits.

To Dr. Lewis.

I understand your hint. There are mysteries

in physic as well as in religion, which we of the

profane have no right to investigate. A man must
not presume to use his reason, unless he has studied

the categories, and can chop logic by mode and
figure. Between friends, I think, every man of

tolerable parts ought, at my time of day, to be both

physician and lawyer, as far as his own constitution

and property are concerned. For my own part, I
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have had an hospital these fourteen years within my-
self, and studied my own case with the most painful
attention

; consequently may be supposed to know
something of the matter, although I have not taken
regular courses of physiology, etc. etc. In short, I
have for some time been of opinion (no offence,
dear doctor), that the sum of all your medical dis-
coveries amounts to this, that the more you study,
the less you know. I have read all that has been
written on the Hot Wells, and what I can collect
from the whole is, that the water contains nothing
but a little salt and calcareous earth, mixed in such
inconsiderable proportion, as can have very little,
if any, effect on the animal economy. This being
the case, I think the man deserves to be fitted with
a cap and bells, who, for such a paltry advantage
as this spring affords, sacrifices his precious time,
which might be employed in taking more effectual
remedies, and exposes himself to the dirt, the
stench, the chilling blasts, and perpetual rains, that
render this place to me intolerable. If these waters,
from a small degree of astringency, are of some
service in the diabetes, diarrhoea, and night sweats,
when the secretions are too much increased, must
not they do harm in the same proportion, where the
humours are obstructed, as in the asthma, scurvy,
gout, and dropsy ? Now we talk of the dropsy, here
is a strange fantastical oddity, one of your brethren,
who harangues every day in the pump-room, as if
he was hired to give lectures on all subjects what-
soever. I know not what to make of him ; some-
times he makes shrewd remarks, at other times he
talks like the greatest simpleton in nature. He has
read a great deal, but without method or judgment,
and digested nothing. He believes every thine he
has read, especially if it has any thiug of the mar-
vellous in it; and his conversation is a surprising
hotch-potch of erudition and extravagance. He
told me t'other day, with great confidence, that my
case was dropsical

; or, as he called it, leucophleg-
7itatic; a sure sign that his want of experience is
equal to his presumption

; for, you know, there is
nothing analogous to the dropsy in my disor-
der. I wish those impertinent fellows, with
their rickety understandings, would keep their
advice for those who ask it—Dropsy, indeed I Sure
I have not lived to the age of fifty-five, and had
such experience of my own disorder, and consulted
you and other eminent physicians, so often and so
long, to be undeceived by such a . But, with-
out all doubt, the man is mad, and therefore what
he says is of no consequence. I had yesterday a
visit from Higgens, who came hither under the ter-
ror of your threats, and brought me in a present a
brace of hares, which he owned he took in my
ground

;
and I could not persuade the fellow that

he did wrong, or that I would ever prosecute him
for poaching. I must desire you will wink hard at
the practices of this rascallion, otherwise I shall be
plagued with his presents, which cost me more than
they are worth.—If I could wonder at any thing
Fitzowen does, I should be surprised at his assu-
rance, in desiring you to solicit my vote for him at
the next election for the county ; for him, who op-
posed me on the like occasion, with the most illiberal
competition. You may tell him civilly, that I beg
t0 be.excused. Direct your next for me at Bath,
whither I propose to remove to-morrow ; not only
on my own account, but for the sake of my niece
JLaddy, who is like to relapse. The poor creature
leu into a fat yesterday, while I was cheapening a

pair of spectacles with a Jew pedlar. I am afraid
there is something still lurking in that little heart of
hers, which I hope a change of objects will remove
Let me know what you think of this half-witted
doctors impertinent, ridiculous, and absurd notion
ot my disorder. So far from being dropsical, I am
as lank in the belly as a greyhound

; and, by mea-
suring my ankle with a packthread, I find the swel-
ling subsides every day. From such doctors, good
-Lord deliver us!—I have not yet taken any lodg-
ings in Bath

; because there we can be accommo-
dated at a minute's warning, and I shall choose for
myself. I need not say your directions for drinkin"
and bathing will be agreeable to,

TT „ Dear Lewis, Yours ever,
Hot Well. April 20. MATT. BRAMBLE.
ir. S. I forgot to tell you, that my right ankle

pits, a symptom, as I take it, of its being edematous
not leucophlegmatic.

To Miss Ljetitia Willis, at Gloucester.
My dear Lettt,—I did not in^nd to trouble

you again till we should be settled at Bath, but
havmg the occasion of Jarvis, I could not let it
slip, especially as I have something extraordinary
to communicate. O my dear companion! what
shall I tell you? for several days past there was a
Jew-looking man, that plied at the wells with a box

| °l
spectacles, and he always eyed me so earnestly

that I began to be very uneasy. At last he came
to our lodgings at Clifton, and lingered about
the door, as if he wanted to speak to somebody.
1 was seized with an odd kind of fluttering, and
begged Win to throw herself in his way, but the
poor girl has weak nerves, and was afraid of his
beard. My -uncle having occasion for new glasses,
called him up stairs, and was trying a pair of spec-
tacles, when the man, advancing to me, said in a
whisper—O gracious

! what d'ye think he said !—
"I am Wilson!" His features struck me that
very moment—it was Wilson sure enough ! but so
disguised, that it would have been impossible to
know him if my heart had not assisted in the dis-
covery. I was so surprised, and so frightened, that
I tainted away, but soon recovered, and found
myself supported by him on the chair, whilemy uncle was running about the room, with
the spectacles on his nose, calling for help. I had
no opportunity to speak to him, but our looks were
sufficiently expressive. He was paid for his glasses,
and went away. Then I told Win who he was, and
sent her after him to the pump-room, where she
spoke to him, and begged him, in my name, to
withdraw from the place, that he might not incur
the suspicion of my uncle or my brother, if he did
not want to see me die of terror and vexation
The poor youth declared, with tears in his eyes,
that he had something extraordinary to communi-
cate, and asked if she would deliver a letter tome
but this she absolutely refused, by my order.'
Finding her obstinate in her refusal, he desired she
would tell me, that he was no longer a player, but
a gentleman, in which character he would very soon
avow his passion for me, without fear of censure or
reproach—nay, he even discovered his name and
family, which, to my great grief, the simple girl
forgot, in the confusion occasioned by her being
seen talking to him by my brother, who stopped
her on the road, and asked what business she
had with that rascally Jew. She pretended she
was cheapening a stay-hook ; but was thrown into
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such a quandary, that she forgot the most material

part of the information, and when she came home,

went into an hysteric fit of laughing. This trans-

action happened three days ago, during which he

has not appeared, so that I suppose he is gone.

Dear Letty ! you see how fortune takes pleasure in

persecuting your poor friend. If you should see

him at Gloucester, or, if you have seen him, and
know his real name and family, pray keep me no
longer in suspense ; and yet, if he is under no ob-

ligation to keep himself longer concealed, and has

a real affection for me, I should hope he will, in a

little time, declare himself to my relations. Sure,

if there is nothing unsuitable in the match, they

won't be so cruel as to thwart my inclinations ; 0
what happiness would then be my portion ! I can't

help indulging the thought, and pleasing my fancy

with such agreeable ideas, which, after all, perhaps,

will never be realized. But why should I despair?

who knows what will happen ! We set out for Bath
to-morrow, and I am almost sorry for it, as I begin to

be in love with solitude, and this is a charming ro-

mantic place. The air is so pure, the Downs are

so agreeable, the furze in full blossom, the ground
enamelled with daisies, and primroses, and cowslips

;

all the trees bursting into leaves, and the hedges

already clothed with their vernal livery ; the moun-
tains covered with flocks of sheep, and tender

bleating wanton lambkins playing, frisking, and
skipping from side to side ; the groves resound with

the notes of the blackbird, thrush, and linnet ; and
all night long sweet Philomel pours forth her ravish-

ingly delightful song. Then, for variety, we godown
to the nymph of JJristol spring, where the com-
pany is assembled before dinner ; so good-natured,

so free, so easy ; and there we drink the water so

clear, so pure, so mild, so charmingly mawkish ;

there the sun is so cheerful and reviving, the weather

so soft, the walk so agreeable, the prospect so

amusing ; and the ships and boats going up and
down the river, close under the windows of the

pump-room, afford such an enchanting variety of

moving pictures, as require a much abler pen than

mine to describe. To make tliis place a perfect

paradise to me, nothing is wanting but an agreeable

companion, and sincere friend, such as my dear

Miss Willis hath been, and, I hope, still will be, to

her ever faithful,

Hot Well, April 21. LYDIA MELFORD.

Direct for me, still under cover, to Win, and
Jarvis will take care to convey it safe. Adieu.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, ofJesus College, Oxon.

Dear Phillips,—You have, indeed, reason to

be surprised that I should have concealed my
correspondence with Miss Blackerby from you, to

whom I disclosed all my other connexions of that

nature ; but the truth is, I never dreamed of any
such commerce, till your last informed me that it

had produced something which could not be much
longer concealed. It is a lucky circumstance, how-
ever, that her reputation will not suffer any detriment,

but rather derive advantage from the discovery,

which will prove, at least, that it is not quite so

rotten as most people imagined. For my own part,

I declare to you, in all the sincerity of friendship,

that, far from having any amorous intercourse with
the object in question, I never had the least ac-

ouaintance with her person, but if she is really in
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the condition you describe, I suspect Mansel to be
at the bottom of the whole. His visits to that

shrine were no secret ; and this attachment, added

to some good offices, which you know he has done

me since I left Alma mater, give me a right to be-

lieve him capable of saddling me with this scandal

when my back was turned ;
nevertheless, if my

name can be of any service to him, he is welcome
to make use of it, and if the woman should be

abandoned enough to swear his bantling to me, I

must beg the favour of you to compoimd with the

parish ; I shall pay the penalty without repining,

and you will be so good as to draw upon me im-

mediately for the sum required. On this occasion

I act by the advice of my uncle, who says I shall

have good luck if I pass through life without being

obliged to make many more compositions of the

same kind. The old gentleman told me last night,

with great good humour, that, betwixt the age of

twenty and forty, he had been obliged to provide

for nine bastards, sworn to him by women whom
he never saw. Mr. Bramble's character, which
seems to interest you greatly, opens and improves
upon me every day. His singularities afford a rich

mine of entertainment ; his understanding, so far

as I can judge, is well cultivated ; his observations

on life are equally just, pertinent, and uncommon.
He affects misanthropy, in order to conceal the

sensibility of a heart which is tender even to a
degree of weakness. This delicacy of feeling, or

soreness of the mind, makes him timorous and
fearful, but then he is afraid of nothing so much as

of dishonour ; and although he is exceedingly

cautious of giving offence, he will fire at the least

hint of insolence or ill-breeding. Respectable as

he is, upon the whole, I can't help being sometimes
diverted by his little distresses, which provoke him
to let fly the shafts of his satire, keen and penetrat-

ing as the arrows of Teucer. Our aunt Tabitha
acts upon him as a perpetual grindstone ; she is, in

all respects, a striking contrast to her brother ; but
I reserve her portrait for another occasion.

Three days ago we came hither from the Hot
Well, and took possession of the first floor of a
lodging house on the South Parade ; a situation

which my uncle chose, for its being near the bath,

and remote from the noise of carriages. He was
scarce warm in the lodgings, when he called for

his night-cap, his wide shoes and flannel, and
declared himself invested with the gout in his

right foot
;
though, I believe, it had as yet reached

no farther than his imagination. It was not long
before he had reason to repent his premature de-

claration ; for our aunt Tabitha found means to

make such a clamour and confusion, before the
flannels could be produced from the trunk, that

one would have imagined the house was on fire.

All this time, uncle sat boiling with impatience,
biting his fingers, throwing up his eyes, and mut-
tering ejaculations ; at length he burst into a kind
of convulsive laugh, after which he hummed a
song ; and, when the hurricane was over, ex -

claimed, " Blessed be God for all things !" This,

however, was but the beginning of his troubles.

Mrs. Tabitha's favourite dog Chowder, having paid
his compliments to a female turnspit, of his own
species, in the kitchen, involved himself in a
quarrel with no fewer than five rivals, who set

upon him at once, and drove him up stairs to the
dining-room door, with hideous noise. There
our aunt and her woman, taking arms in his de-
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fence, joined the concert, which became truly
diabolical This fray being with difficulty sup-
pressed, by the intervention of our own footman
and the cook-maid of the house, the squire had
just opened his mouth to expostulate with Tabby,
when the town waits, in the passage below, struck
up their music (if music it may be called) with
such a sudden burst of sound, as made him start
and stare, with marks of indignation and disquiet.
He had recollection enough to send his servant
with some money, to silence those noisy intruders

;

and they were immediately dismissed, though not
without some opposition on the part of Tabitha,
who thought it but reasonable that he should have
more music for his money. Scarce had he settled
this knotty point, when a strange kind of thumping
and bouncing was heard right over head in the
second story, so loud and violent as to shake the
whole building. I own I was exceedingly pro-
voked at this new alarm ; and before mv uncle had
time to express himself on the subject, I ran up
stairs, to see what was the matter. Finding the
room door open, I entered without ceremony, and
perceived an object, which I cannot now recollect
without laughing to excess—it was a dancing
master, with his scholar, in the act of teaching
I he master was blind of one eye, and lame of one
foot, and led about the room his pupil, who seemed
to be about the age of threescore, stooped mortally
was tall, raw-boned, hard-favoured, with a woollen
nightcap on his head ; and he had stripped off his
coat, that he might be more nimble in his motions.
Finding himself intruded upon by a person he did
not know, he forthwith girded himself with a long
iron sword, and advancing to me, with a peremp-
tory air, pronounced, in a true Hibernian accent
" Mister What-d'ye-calluin, by my shoul and con-
science I am very glad to sea you, if you are after
coming in the way of friendship

; and indeed, and
indeed now, I believe you are my friend sure
enough, gra

; though I never had the honour to sea
your face before, my dear ; for because you come
like a friend without any ceremony at all, at all

"

I told him the nature of my visit would not admit
of ceremony

; that I was come to desire he would
make less noise, as there was a sick gentleman below,
whom he had no right to disturb with such pre-
posterous doings. -'Why, look ye now, young
gentleman," replied this original, " perhaps, upon
another occasion, I might shivilly request you to
explain the maining of that hard word prepos-
terous : but there's a time for all things, honey—"
So saying, he passed me with great agility, and,
running down stairs, found our footman at the
dining-room door, of whom he demanded admit-
tance, to pay his respects to the stranger. As the
fellow did not think proper to refuse the request of
such a formidable figure, he was immediately in-
troduced, and addressed himself to my uncle in
these words : " Your humble servant, good sir,—

I

am not so preposterous, as your son calls it, but I
know the rules of shivillity—I'm a poor knight of
Ireland, my name is Sir Ulic Mackilligut, of the
county of Galway

; being your fellow-lodger, I'm
come to pay my respects, and to welcome you to
the South Parade, and to offer my best services to
you, and your good lady, and your pretty daugh-
ter; and even to the young gentleman your son,
nioagn he thinks me a preposterous fellow—youmust know I am to have the honour to open a ball,
next door, to-morrow, with Lady Macmanus

;
and,

being rusted in my dancing, I was refreshing mr
memory with a little exercise ; but if I had know^'i
there was a sick person below, by Christ ! I would
sooner have danced a hornpipe upon my own head,
than walk the softest minuet over yours." My
uncle, who was not a little startled at his first
appearance, received his compliment with great
complacency, insisted upon his being seated, thanked
him for the honour of his visit, and reprimanded
me for my abrupt expostulation with a gentleman
of his rank and character Thus tutored, I asked
pardon of the knight, who, forthwith starting up
embraced me so close, that I could hardly breathe-
and assured me, he loved me as his own soul.
At length, recollecting his night-cap, he pulled it
off in some confusion

; and, with his bald pate
uncovered, made a thousand apologies to the ladies
as he retirtd.

At that instant, the Abbey bells began to ring so
loud, that we could not hear one another speak

;

and this peal, as we afterwards learned, was for the
honour of Mr. Bullock, an eminent cowkeeper of
Tottenham, who had just arrived at Bath, to
drink the waters for indigestion. Mr. Bramble
had not time to make his remarks upon the agree-
able nature of this serenade, before his ears were
saluted with another concert that interested him
more nearly. Two negroes that belonged to a
Creole gentleman, who lodged in the same house,
taking their station at a window in the staircase,
about ten feet from our dining-room door, beean to
practice upon the French horn

; and, being in the
very first rudiments of execution, produced such
discordant sounds, as might have discomposed the
organs of an ass.—You may guess what effect they
had upon the irritable nerves of uncle

; who, with
the most admirable expression of splenetic surprise
in his countenance, sent his man to silence those
dreadful blasts, and desire the musicians to prac-
tise in some other place, as they had no right to
stand there, and disturb all the lodgers in the
house. Those sable performers, far from taking
the hint, and withdrawing, treated the messenger
with great insolence, bidding him carry his com-
pliments to their master Colonel Bigworm, who
would give him a proper answer, and a good
drubbing into the bargain. In the mean time they
continued their noise, and even endeavoured to
make it more disagreeable, laughing between
whiles, at the thoughts of being able to torment
their betters with impunity. Our squire, incensed
at the additional insult, immediately despatched
the servant with his compliments to Colonel Big-
worm, requesting that he would order his blacks to
be quiet, as the noise they made was altogether
intolerable.—To this message the Creole colonel
replied, that his horns had a right to sound on a
common staircase ; that there they should play for his
diversion; and that those who did not like the
noise might look for lodgings elsewhere. Mr.
Bramble no sooner received this reply, than his
eyes began to glisten, his face grew pale, and his
teeth chattered. After a moment's pause, he
slipped on his shoes without speaking a word, or
seeming to feel any farther disturbance from the
gout in his toes. Then snatching his cane, he
opened the door, and proceeded to the place where
the black trumpeters were posted. There, without
farther hesitation, he began to belabour them both

;

and exerted himself with such astonishing vigour
and agility, that both their heads and horns were
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broken in a twinkling, and they ran howling down
stairs to their master's parlour door. The squire,

following them half way, called aloud, that the co-

lonel might hear him, " Go, rascals, and tell your
master what I have done ; if he thinks himself in-

jured, he knows where to come for satisfaction. As for

you, this is hut an earnest ofwhat you shall receive,

if ever you presume to blow a horn again here,

while I stay in the house." So saying, he retired

to his apartment, in expectation of hearing from
the West Indian ; but the colonel prudently de-

clined any farther prosecution of the dispute. My
sister Liddy was frighted into a tit, from which
she was no sooner recovered than Mrs. Tahitha
began a lecture upon patience ; which her brother

interrupted with a most significant grin, exclaiming,
" True, sister, God increase my patience and your
discretion. I wonder," added he, "what sort of

sonata we are to expect from this overture, in which
the devil that presides over horrid sounds hath
given us such variations of discord.—The tramp-
ling of porters, the creaking and crashing of trunks,

the snarling of curs, the scolding of women, the

squeaking and squalling of fiddles and hautboys out

of tune, the bouncing of the Irish baronet overhead,

and the bursting, belching, and brattling of the

French horns in the passage, (not to mention the

harmonious peal that still thunders from the Abbey
steeple,) succeeding one another without interrup-

tion, like the different parts of the same concert,

have given me such an idea of what a poor invalid

has to expect in this temple, dedicated to silence

and repose, that I shall certainly shift my quarters

to-morrow, and endeavour to effectuate my retreat

before Sir Ulic opens the ball with my Lady Mac-
manus, a conjunction that bodes me no good."

This intimation was by no means agreeable to

Mrs. Tabitha, whose ears were not quite so delicate

as those of her brother.— She said it would be great

folly to move from such agreeable lodgings, the

moment they were comfortably settled. She won-
dered he should be such an enemy to music and
mirth. She heard no noise but of his own making.
It was impossible to manage a family in dumb show.
He might harp as long as he pleased upon her
scolding ; but she never scolded except for his ad-

vantage ; but he would never be satisfied, even tho'f

she should sweat blood and water in his service.

I have a great notion that our aunt, who is now
declining into the most desperate state of celibacy,

had formed some design upon the heart of Sir Ulic

Mackilligut, which she feared might be frustrated

by our abrupt departure from these lodgings. Her
brother, eyeing her askance, "Pardon me, sister,"

said he, " I should be a savage, indeed, were I in-

sensible of my own felicity, in having such a mild,

complaisant, good-humoured, and considerate com-
panion and housekeeper ; hut as I have got a weak
head, and my sense of hearing is painfully acute,

before I have recourse to plugs of wool and cotton,

I'll try whether I can't find another lodging, where
I shall have more quiet and less music." He ac-

cordingly despatched his man upon this service ;

and next day he found a small house in Milsham-
street, which he hires by the week. Here at least

we enjoy convenience and quiet within doors, as

much as Tabby's temper will allow ; but the squire

still complains of flying pains in the stomach and
head, for which he bathes and drinks the waters.

He is not so bad, however, but that he goes in per-

son to the pump, the rooms, and the coffee-houses,

where he picks up continual food for ridicule and
satire. If I can glean any thing for your amuse-
ment, either from his observation or my own, you
shall have it freely, though I am afraid it will

poorly compensate the trouble of reading these

tedious insipid letters of, Dear Phillips, your always,

Bath, April 24, J. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Doctor,—If I did not know that the ex-

ercise of your profession has habituated you to the

hearing of complaints, I should make a conscience

of troubling you with my correspondence, which
may be truly called the lamentations of Matthew
Bramble. Yet I cannot help thinking I have some
right to discharge the overflowings of my spleen

upon you, whose province it is to remove those

disorders that occasioned it ; and let me tell you, it

is no small alleviation ofmy grievances, that I have
a sensible friend, to whom I can communicate my
crusty humours, which, by retention, would grow
intolerably acrimonious.

You must know, I find nothing but disappoint-

ment at Bath, which is so altered, that I can scarce

believe it is the same place that I frequented about

thirty years ago. Methinks I hear you say, " Al-
tered it is, without all doubt ; but then it is altered

for the better ; a truth, which, perhaps, you would
own without hesitation, if you yourself was not

altered for the worse." The reflection may, for

aught I know, be just. The inconveniences which
I overlooked in the heyday of health, will naturally

strike with exaggerated impression on the irritable

nerves of an invalid, surprised by premature old

age, and shattered with long suffering.—But, I
believe, you will not deny that this place, which
nature and providence seem to have intended as a
resource from distemper and disquiet, is become
the very centre of racket and dissipation. Instead

of that peace, tranquillity, and ease, so necessary to

those who labour under bad health, weak nerves,

and irregular spirits ; here we have nothing but

noise, tumult, and hurry, with the fatigue and
slavery of maintaining a ceremonial, more stiff,

formal, and oppressive, than the etiquette of a Ger-
man elector. A national hospital it may be ; but

one would imagine, that none but lunatics are ad-

mitted
;
and, truly, I will give )

rou leave to call me
so, if I stay much longer at Bath.—But I shall take

another opportunity to explain my sentiments at

greater length on this subject.—I was impatient to

see the boasted improvements in architecture, for

which the upper parts of the town have been so

much celebrated, and t'other day I made a circuit

of all the new buildings. The square, though
irregular, is, on the whole, pretty well laid out,

spacious, open, and airy ; and, in my opinion, by
far the most wholesome and agreeable situation in

Bath, especially the upper side of it ; but the ave-
nues to it are mean, dirty, dangerous, and indirect.

Its communication with the baths is through the

yard of an inn, where the poor trembling valetu-

dinarian is carried in a chair, betwixt the heels of

a double row of horses, wincing under the curry-
combs of grooms and postillions, over and above the
hazard of being obstructed, or overturned by the
carriages which are continually making their exit

or their entrance.—I suppose, after some chairmen
shall have been maimed, and a few lives lost by
those accidents, the corporation will think, iu

3 F
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earnest, about providing a more safe and commo-
dious passage. The Circus is a pretty bauble

;

contrived for show, and looks like Vespasian's am-
phitheatre, turned outside in. If we consider it in
point of magnificence, the great number of small
doors belonging to the separate houses, the inconsi-
derable height of the different orders, the affected
ornaments of the architrave, which are both childish
and misplaced, and the areas projecting into the
street, surrounded with iron rails, destroy a good
part of its effect upon the eye j and perhaps we
shall find it still more defective, if we view it in the
light of convenience. The figure of each separate
dwelling-house, being the segment of a circle, must
spoil the symmetry of the rooms, by contracting
them towards the street windows, and leaving a
larger sweep in the space behind. If, instead of
the areas and iron rails, which seem to be of very
little use, there had been a corridor with arcades
all round, as in Covent Garden, the appearance of
the whole would have been more magnificent and
striking; those arcades would have afforded an
agreeable covered walk, and sheltered the poor
chairmen and their carriages from the rain, which is
here almost perpetual. At present, the chairs
stand soaking in the open street, from morning to
night, till they become so many boxes of wet
leather, for the benefit of the gouty and rheumatic,
who are transported in them from place to place!
Indeed, this is a shocking inconvenience that ex-
tends over the whole city ; and I am persuaded it
produces infinite mischief to the delicate and in-
firm. Even the close chairs, contrived for the
sick, by standing in the open air, have their frieze
linings impregnated, like so many sponges, with
the moisture of the atmosphere ; and those cases of
cold vapour must give a charming check to the
perspiration of a patient, piping hot from the bath,
with all his pores wide open.

But, to return to the Circus. It is inconvenient
from its situation, at so great a distance from all
the markets, baths, and places of public entertain-
ment. The only entrance to it, through Gay-street,
is so difficult, steep, and slippery, that, in wet
weather, it must be exceedingly dangerous, both
for those that ride in carriages, and those that walk
afoot

; at d when the street is covered with snow,
as it was for fifteen days successively this very
winter, I don't see how any individual could go
either up or down, without the most imminent
hazard of broken bones. In blowing weather, I am
told, most of the houses on this hill are smothered
with smoke, forced down the chimneys by the gusts
of wind reverberated from the hill behind, which,
I apprehend likewise, must render the atmosphere
here more humid and unwholesome than it is in the
square below

; for the clouds, formed by the con-
stant evaporation from the baths and rivers in the
bottom, will, in their ascent this way, be first
attracted and detained by the hill that rises close
behind the Circus, and load the air with a perpetual
succession of vapours. This point, however, may
be easily ascertained by means of an hygrometer,
or a paper of salt of tartar exposed to the action of
the atmosphere. The same artist who planned the
Circus, has likewise projected a crescent; when that
is finished, we shall probably have a star; and
those who are living thirty years hence, may, per-
haps, see all the signs of the zodiac exhibited in
architecture at Bath. These, however fantastical,
are still designs that denote some ingenuity, and

knowledge in the architect ; but the rage of build-
ing has laid hold on such a number of adventurers,
that one sees new houses starting up in every outlet
and every corner of Bath

; contrived without judg-
ment, executed without solidity, and stuck together
with so little regard to plan and propriety, that the
different lines of the new rows and buildings in-
terfere with, and intersect one another in everv
different angle of conjunction. They look like the
wreck of streets and squares disjointed by an earth-
quake, which hath broken the ground into a variety
of holes and hillocks

; or, as if some Gothic devil
had stuffed them all together in a bag, and left them
to stand higgledy piggledy, just as chance directed.
What sort of a monster Bath will become in a
few years, with those growing excrescences, may
be easily conceived. But the want of beauty and
proportion is not the worst effect of these new
mansions

; they are built so slight, with the soft
crumbling stone found in this neighbourhood, that
I should never sleep quietly in one of them, when
it blowed, as the sailors say, a cap-full of wind

;

and I am persuaded, that my hind, Roger Williams,
or any man of equal strength, would be able to
push his foot through the strongest part of their
walls, without any great exertion of his muscles.
All these absurdities arise from the general tide of
luxury, which hath overspread the nation, and
swept away all, even the very dregs of the people.
Every upstart of fortune, harnessed m the trappings
of the mode, presents himself at Bath, as in the
very focus of observation.—Clerks and factors from
the East Indies, loaded with the spoil of plundered
provinces

; planters, negro-drivers, and hucksters,
from our American plantations, enriched they know
not how

; agents, commissaries, and contractors,
who have fattened, in two successive wars, on the
blood of the nation

; usurers, brokers, and jobbers
of every kind ; men of low birth, and no breeding,
have found themselves suddenly translated into a
state of affluence, unknown to former ages ; and no
wonder that their brains should be intoxicated with
pride, vanity, and presumption. Knowing no other
criterion of greatness, but the ostentation of wealth,
they discharge their affluence without taste or con-
duct, through every channel of the most absurd
extravagance

; and all of them hurry to Bath, be-
cause here, without any farther qualification, they
can mingle with the princes and nobles of the land.
Even the wives and daughters of low tradesmen,
who, like shovel-nosed sharks, prey upon the
blubber of those uncouth whales of fortune, are
infected with the same rage of displaying their
importance; and the slightest indisposition serves
them for a pretext to insist upon being conveyed to
Bath, where they may hobble country dances and
cotillions among lordlings, squires, counsellors, and
clergy. These delicate creatures from Bedfordbury,
Butcher Row, Crutched Friars, and Botolph Lane,
cannot breathe in the gross air of the lower town,
or conform to the vulgar rules of a common lodging
house; the husband, therefore, must provide an
entire house, or elegant apartments in the new
buildings. Such is the composition of what is called
the fashionable company at Bath ; where a very
inconsiderable proportion of genteel people are lost
in a mob of impudent plebeians, who have neither
understanding nor judgment, nor the least idea of
propriety and decorum ; and seem to enjoy nothing
so much as an opportunity of insulting their betters.
Thus the number of people and the number of
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houses continue to increase ; and this will ever be

the case, till the streams that swell this irresistible

torrent of folly and extravagance, shall either be

exhausted, or turned into other channels, by inci-

dents and events which I do not pretend to foresee.

This, I own, is a subject on which I cannot write

with any degree of patience ; for the mob is a

monster I never could abide, either in its head, tail,

midriff, or members. I detest the whole of it, as

a mass of ignorance, presumption, malice, and
brutality ; and, in this term of reprobation, I in-

clude, without respect of rank, station, or quality,

all those of both sexes who affect its manners, and
court its society.

But I have written till my fingers are cramped
;

and my nausea begins to return. By your advice,

I sent to London a few days ago for half a pound
of gengzeng ;

though I doubt much whether that

which comes from America is equally efficacious

with what is brought from the East Indies. Some
years ago, a friend of mine paid sixteen guineas

for two ounces of it ;
and, in six months after, it

was sold in the same shop for five shillings the

pound. In short, we live in a vile world of fraud

and sophistication ; so that I know nothing of equal

value with the genuine friendship of a sensible

man ; a rare jewel! which I cannot help thinking

myself in possession of, while I repeat the old de-

claration, that I am, as usual, dear Lewis,

Your affectionate

Bath, April 23. M. BRAMBLE.

After having been agitated in a short hurricane,

on my first arrival, I have taken a small house in

Milsham-street, where I am tolerably well lodged

for five guineas a week. I was yesterday at the

pump-room, and drank about a pint of the water,

which seems to agree with my stomach ; and to-

morrow morning I shall bathe for the first time

;

so that, in a few posts, you may expect farther

trouble. Meanwhile, I am glad to find that the

inoculation has succeeded so well with poor Joyce,

and that her face will be but little marked. If my
friend Sir Thomas was a single man, I would not

trust such a handsome wench in his family ; but as

I have recommended her, in a particular manner, to

the protection of Lady G——, who is one of the

best women in the world, she may go thither with-

out hesitation, as soon as she is quite recovered, and
fit for service. Let her mother have money to

provide her with necessaries, and she may ride

behind her brother on Bucks; but you must lay

strong injunctions on Jack, to take particular care

of the trusty old veteran, who has faithfully earned
his present ease by his past services.

To Miss Willis, at Gloucester.

My dearest Companion,—The pleasure I re-

ceived from yours, which came to hand yesterday,

is not to be expressed. Love and friendship are,

without doubt, charming passions ; which absence
serves only to heighten and improve. Your kind
present of the garnet bracelets I shall keep as care-

fully as I preserve my own life ; and I beg you
will accept, in return, of my heart-housewife, with
the tortoise-shell memorandum-book, as a trifling

pledge of my unalterable affection.

Bath is to me a new world. All is gaiety, good
humour, and diversion. The eye is continually

entertained with the splendour of dress and equi-

page, and the ear with the sound of coaches, chaises,

chairs, and other carriages. The merry bells ring

round, from morn till night. Then we are welcomed
by the city waits in our own lodgings. We have
music in the pump-room every morning, cotillions

every forenoon in the rooms, balls twice a week,
and concerts every other night, besides private

assemblies, and parties without number. As soon

as we were settled in lodgings, we were visited by
the master of the ceremonies ; a pretty little gen-

tleman, so sweet, so fine, so civil, and polite, that in

our country he might pass for the Prince of Wales

;

then he talks so charmingly, both in verse and
prose, that you would be delighted to hear him
discourse ; for you must know he is a great writer,

and has got five tragedies ready for the stage. He
did us the favour to dine with us, by my uncle's

invitation ; and next day squired my aunt and me
to every part of Bath, which to be sure is an earthly

paradise. The Square, the Circus, and the Parades,

put you in mind of the sumptuous palaces, repre-

sented in prints and pictures ; and the new buildings,

such as Prince's Row, Harlequin's Row, Bladud's

Row, and twenty other rows, look like so many
enchanted castles, raised on hanging terraces.

At eight in the morning we go in dishabille to the

pump-room, which is crowded like a Welsh fair

;

and there you see the highest quality and the

lowest tradesfolks, jostling each other, without

ceremony, hail, fellow, well met. The noise of the

music playing in the gallery, the heat and flavour

of such a crowd, and the hum and buz of their

conversation, gave me the headache and vertigo the

first day ; but, afterwards, all these things became
familiar, and even agreeable.— Right under the

pump-room windows is the King's Bath ; a huge
cistern, where you see the patients up to their necks

in hot water. The ladies wear jackets and petti-

coats of brown linen, with chip hats, in which they

fix their handkerchiefs to wipe the sweat from their

faces
;
but, truly, whether it is owing to the steam

that surrounds them, or the heat of the water, or

the nature of the dress, or to all these causes toge-

ther, they look so flushed, and so frightful, that I

always turn my eyes another way.—My aunt, who
says every person of fashion should make her ap-

pearance in the bath, as well as in the abbey church,

contrived a cap with cherry-coloured ribbons to

suit her complexion, and obliged Win to attend her

yesterday morning in the water. But, really, her

eyes were so red, that they made mine'water as I

viewed her from the pump-room ; and as for poor
Win, who wore a hat trimmed with blue, what be-

twixt her wan complexion and her fear, she looked

like the ghost of some pale maiden, who had
drowned herself for love. When she came out of

the bath, she took assafoetida drops, and was
fluttered all day, so that we could hardly keep her
from going into hysterics. But her mistress says
it will do her good, and poor Win curtsies, with
the tears in her eyes. For my part, I content my-
self with drinking about half a pint of the water
every morning.
The pumper, with his wife and servant, attend

in a bar ; and the glasses, of different sizes, stand

ranged in order before them, so you have nothing
to do but to point at that which you choose, and it

is filled immediately, hot and sparkling from the

pump. It is the only hot water I could ever drink
without being sick.—Far from having that effect, it

is rather agreeable to the taste, grateful to the

stomach, and reviving to the spirits. You cannot
3 f 2
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imagine what wonderful cures it performs.—My
uncle began with it the other day ; but he made
wry faces in drinking, and I am afraid he will
leave it off.—The first day we came to Bath he fell

into a violent passion, beat two black-a-moors, and
I was afraid he would have fought with their
master ; but the stranger proved a peaceable man.
To be sure the gout had got into his head, as my
aunt observed

;
but, I believe, his passion drove it

away, for he has been remarkably well ever since.
It is a thousand pities, he should ever be troubled
with that ugly distemper

;
for, when he is free from

pain, he is the best tempered man upon earth ; so
gentle, so generous, so charitable, that every bod y
loves him ; and so good to me, in particular, that I
shall never be able to show the deep sense I have
of his tenderness and affection.

Hard by the pump-room is a coffee-house for the
ladies ; but my aunt says, young girls are not ad-
mitted, inasmuch as the conversation turns upon
politics, scandal, philosophy, and other subjects
above our capacity

; but we are allowed to accom-
pany them to the booksellers' shops, which are
charming places of resort, where we read novels,
plays, pamphlets, and newspapers, for so small a
subscription as a crown a quarter, and in these
offices of intelligence (as brother calls them,) all

the reports of the day, and all the private transac-
tions of the bath, are first entered and discussed.
From the bookseller's shop we make a tour through
the milliners and toymen, and commonly stop at
Mr. Gill's, the pastry-cook, to take a jelly, a tart,
or a small basin of vermicelli. There is, moreover,
another place of entertainment on the other side of
the water, opposite to the Grove, to which the com-
pany cross over in a boat.—It is called Spring
Gardens

; a sweet retreat, laid out in walks, and
ponds, and parterres of flowers ; and there is a long
room for breakfasting and dancing. As the situation
is low and damp, and the season has been remark-
ably wet, my uncle won't suffer me to go thither, lest
I should catch cold. But my aunt says it is all

a vulgar prejudice
;
and, to be sure, a great many

gentlemen and ladies of Ireland frequent the place,
without seeming to be the worse for it. They say,
dancing at Spring Gardens, when the air is moist,
is recommended to them as an excellent cure for the
rheumatism. I have been twice at the play, where,
notwithstanding the excellence of the performers,
the gaiety of the company, and the decorations of
the theatre, which are very fine, I could not help
reflecting, with a sigh, upon our poor homely re-
presentations at Gloucester.—But this in confidence
to my dear Willis.—You know my heart, and will
excuse its weakness.

After all, the great scenes of entertainment at
Bath are the two public rooms, where the company
meet alternately every evening.—They are spacious,
lofty, and, when lighted up, appear very striking.
They are generally crowded with well-dressed
people, who drink tea in separate parties, play at
cards, walk, or sit and chat together, just as they
are disposed. Twice a week there is a ball, the
expense of which is defrayed by a voluntary sub-
scription among the gentlemen; and every sub-
scriber has three tickets. I was there Frid'av last
with my aunt, under the care of my brother^ who
is a subscriber

; and Sir Dlic Mackilligut recom-
mended his nephew, Captain O'Donaghan, to me
as a partner

; but Jerry excused himself, by saying
* had Sot the headache

; and indeed it was really

so, though I can't imagine how he knew it. The
place was so hot, and the smell so different from
what we are used to in the country, that I was
quite feverish when when we came away. Aunt
says it is the effect of a vulgar constitution, reared
among woods and mountains ; and that, as I become
more accustomed to genteel company, it will wear
off.—Sir Ulic was very complaisant, made her a
great many high-flown compliments, and, when we
retired, handed her with great ceremony to her
chair. The captain, I believe, would have done
me the same favour; but my brother, seeing him
advance, took me under his'arm, and wished him
good night. The captain is a pretty man, to be
sure

; tall and straight, and well made, with light
gray eyes, and a Roman nose ; but there is a certain
boldness in his look and manner that puts one out
of countenance.—But I am afraid I have put you
out of all patience with this long unconnected
scrawl; which I shall therefore conclude, with
assuring you, that neither Bath, nor London, nor
all the diversions of life, shall ever be able to efface
the idea of my dear Letty, from the heart of her
ever affectionate

Bath, April 26. LYDIA MELFORD.

To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Bramblelon.

Dear Molly Jones,—Heaving got a frank, I
now return your fever, which I received by Mr.
Higgins at the Hot Well, together with the stock-
ings which his wife footed for me ; but now they
are of no survice. No body wears such things in
this place.—O Molly ! you that live in the country
have no deception of our doings at Bath. Here is

such dressing, and fiddling, and dancing, and gad-
ding, and courting, and plotting—O gracious ! If
God had not given me a good stock of discretion,
what a power of things might not I reveal, con-
sarning old mistress and young mistress; Jews
with beards that were no Jews, but handsome
Christians, without a hair upon their sin, strolling
with spectacles, to get speech of Miss Liddy. But
she's a dear sweet soul, as innocent as the <^Lld
unborn. She has tould me all her inward thougi^s,
and disclosed her passion for Mr. Wilson; and
that's not his name neither ; and thof he acted
among the player-men, he is meat for their masters

;

and she has gi'en me her yellow trolopea, which
Mrs. Drab, the manty-maker, says will look very
well when it is scowred and smoaked with silfur

—

You knows as how yallow fitts my fizzogmony. God
he knows what havoc I shall make among the mail
sex, when I make my first appearance in this
killing collar, with a full suit of gaze, as good as
new, that I bought last Friday, of Madam Friponeau,
the French mullaner.—Dear girl, I have seen all

the fine shows of Bath ; the Trades, the Squires,
and the Circlis, the Crashit, the Hottogon, and
Bloody Buildings, and Harry King's Row ; and I
have been twice in the bath with mistress, and na'r
a smoak upon our backs, hussy.—The first time I
was mortally afraid, and flustered all day, and
afterwards made believe that I had got the heddick ;

but mistress said, if I didn't go, I should take a
dose of bum-taffy ; and so remembering how it

worked Mrs. Gwyllim a penn'orth, I chose rather
to go again with her into the bath, and then I met
with an axident. I dropt my petticoat, and could
not get it up from the bottom—but what did
that signify ?—they mought laff, but they could see
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nothing ; for I was up to the sin in water. To he

sure, it threw me into such a gumhustion, that I

know not what I said, nor what I did, nor how
they got me out, and rapt me in a hlanket—Mrs.

Tabitha scoulded a little when we got home ; but she

knows as how I know what's what.—Ah, Laud help

you !—There is Sir Yuri Micligut, of Balnaclinch,

in the cunty of Kalloway—I took down the name
from his gentleman, Mr. O Frizzle, and he has got

an estate of fifteen hundred a year—I am sure he
is both rich and generous.—But you nose, Molly, I

was always famous for keeping secrets ; and so he
was very safe in trusting me with his fiegm for

mistress, which, to be sure, is very honourable ; for

Mr. O Frizzle assures me, he values not her portion

a brass farthing—And, indeed, what's poor ten

thousand pounds to a Baron Knight of his fortune ?

and, truly, I told Mr. 0 Frizzle that was all that

she had to trust to.—As for John Thomas, he's a

morass fellor—I vow I thought he would a fit with

Mr. O Frizzle, because he axed me to dance with

him at Spring Garden—But God he knows I have
no thoughts eyther of wan or t'other.

As for house news, the worst is, Chowder has

fallen off greatly from his stomick—He eats nothing

but white meats, and not much of that ; and wheezes
and seems to be much bloated. The doctors think

he is threatened with a dropsy—Parson Marrowfat,

who has got the same disorder, finds great benefit

from the waters ; but Chowder seems to like them
no better than the squire ; and mistress says if his

case don't take a favourable turn, she will sartainly

carry him to Aberga'nny to drink goats' whey

—

To be sure the poor dear honimil is lost for want
of axercise ; for which reason she intends to give

him an airing once a day upon the Downs, in a

post-chaise.—I have already made very creditable

connexions in this here place, where, to be sure, we
have the very squintasence of satiety—Mrs. Patcher,

my Lady Kilmacullock's woman, and I, are sworn
sisters. She has shown me all her secrets, and
learned me to wash gaze, and refrash rusty silks

and bumbeseens, by boiling them with winegar,

chamberlaye, and stale beer. My short sack and
apron luck as good as new from the shop, and my
pumpydoor as fresh as a rose, by the help of turtle-

water—But this is all Greek and Latten to you,

Molly.—If we should come to Aberga'nny, you'll

be within a day's ride of us ; and then we shall see

wan another, please God.—If not, remember me in

your prayers, as I shall do by you in mine ; and
take care of my kitten, and give my kind sarvice

to Saul ; and this is all at present, from your beloved

friend and sarvent,

Bath, April 26. WINIFRED JENKINS.

To Mrs. Gwyllisi, Housekeeper, at Brambleton-hall.

I am astonished that Dr. Lewis should take upon
him to give away Alderney, without my privity

and concurrents. What signifies my brother's

order?—My brother is little better than non-

compush. He would give away the shirt of his

back, and the teeth out of his head ;
nay, as for that

matter, he would have ruinated the family with his

ridiculous charities, if it had not been for my four

quarters.—What between his wilfulness and his

waste, his trumps, and his frenzy, I lead the life of

an indented slave. Alderney gave four gallons a

day ever since the calf was sent to market. There
is so much milk out of my dairy, and the press
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must stand still :—But I won't lose a cheese-paring

;

and the milk shall be made good, if the sarvants
should go without butter. If they must needs have
butter, let them make it of sheep's milk ; but then
my wool will suffer for want of grace ; so that I

must be a loser on all sides.—Well, patience is

like a stout Welsh poney ; it bears a great deal, and
trots a great way, but it will tire at the long
run. Before it's long, perhaps I may show Matt,
that I was not born to be the household drudge to

my dying day.—Gwyn writes from Crickhowel,
that the price of flannel is fallen three farthings

an ell ; and that's another good penny out of my
pocket.—When I go to market to sell, my com-
modity stinks ; but when I want to buy the
commonest thing, the owner pricks it up under my
nose, and it can't be had for love nor money—

I

think every thing runs cross at Brambleton-hall.—
You say the gander has broke the eggs, which is

a phinumenon I don't understand ; for when the
fox carried off the old goose last year, he took her
place and hatched the eggs, and partected the
goslings like a tender parent.—Then you tell me
the thunder has soured two barrels of bear in the
seller. But how the thunder should get there,

when the seller was double locked, I can't com-
prehend. Howsomever, I won't have the bear
thrown out till I see it with mine own eyes. Perhaps
it will recover—at least it will serve for vinegar to

the sarvants.—You may leave off the fires in my
brother's chamber and mine, as it is unsartain when
we return,—I hope Gwyllim, you'll take care there

is no waste ; and have an eye to the maids, and
keep them to their spinning.—I think they may go
very well without bear in hot weather—it serves
only to inflame the blood, and set them agog after

the men : water will make them fair, and keep
them cool and tamperit. Don't forget to put up in the
portmantle that cums with Williams, along with my
riding habit, hat, and feather, the vial of purl-

water, and the tincktur for my stomach
; being as

how I am much troubled with flatulencies. This is

all at present, from yours,

Bath, April 20. TABITHA BRAMBLE-

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Dick,—I have done with the waters

;

therefore your advice comes a day too late.—I grant
that physic is no mystery of your making. I know
it is a mystery in its own nature, and, like other

mysteries, requires a strong gulp of faith to make
it go down.—Two days ago, I went into the King's
Bath, by the advice of our friend Ch , in order

to clear the strainer of the skin, for the benefit of

a free perspiration; and the first object that saluted

my eye was a child, full of scrofulous ulcers,

carried in the arms of one of the guides, under the

very noses of the bathers. I was so shocked at the

sight, that I retired immediately with indignation

and disgust.—Suppose the matter of those ulcers,

floating in the water, comes in contact with my
skin, when the pores are all open, I would ask you
what must be the consequence ?—Good heavens,
the very thought makes my blood run cold ! We
know not what sores may he running into the waters
while we are bathing, and what sort of matter we
may thus imbibe ; the king's evil, the scurvy, the

cancer, and the pox ;
and, no doubt, the heat will

render the virus the more volatile and penetrating.

To purify myself from all such contamination, I
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vent to the Duke of Kingston's private bath, and
there I was almost suffocated for want of free air
the place was so small, and the steam so stifling.

'

After all, if the intention is no more than to wash
the skim I am convinced that simple element ismore effectual than any water impregnated with
salt and iron

; which being astringent, will certainly
contract the pores, and leave a kind of crust upon
the surface of the body. But I am now as much
afraid of drinking as of bathing

;
for, after a Ion"

conversation with the doctor, about the construction
ot the pump and the cistern, it is very far from being
clear with me, that the patients in the pump-room
don t swallow the scourings of the bathers. I can't
help suspecting, that there is, or may be, some
regurgitation from the bath into the cistern of the
pump. In that case, what a delicate beverage is
every day quaffed by the drinkers, medicated with
the sweat, and dirt, and dandriff, and the abominable
discharges of various kinds, from twenty different
diseased bodies, parboiling in the kettle below In
order to avoid this filthy composition, I had recourse
to the spring that supplies the private baths on theAbbey Green

; but I at once perceived something
extraordinary in the taste and smell

; and, upoS
inquiry, I find, that the Roman baths in this
quarter were found covered by an old burying
ground be ongmg to the abbey, through which, in
all probability, the water drains in its passage

; so
that, as we drink the decoction of living bodies at
the pump-roam, we swallow the strainings of rotten
bones and carcases at the private bath-I vow to
Lrod the very idea turns my stomach !—Determined
as I am, against any farther use of the Bath waters'
this consideration would give me little disturbance'
it 1 could find any thing more pure, or less per-
nicious to_ quench my thirst; but although the
natural springs of excellent water, are seen gushing-
spontaneous on every side from the hills tha°t
surround us, the inhabitants in general make use
ot well water, so impregnated with nitre, or alum
or some other villanous mineral, that it is equally
ungrateful to the taste, and mischievous to the con-
stitution. It must be owned, indeed, that here in
Milsham-street, we have a precarious and scanty
supply from the hill, which is collected in an open
bason in the Circus, liable to be defiled with dead
dogs cats, rats, and every species of nastiness
which the rascally populace may throw into it from
mere wantonness and brutality.

Well, there is no nation that drinks so ho<r°-ishly
as the English.—What passes for wine amon<* us
is not the juice of the grape. It is an adulterous
mixture, brewed up of nauseous ingredients, by
dunces, who are bunglers in the art of poison-
niaking

;
yet we and our forefathers are, and have

been, poisoned by this cursed drench, without taste
or flavour.-The only genuine and wholesome
beverage in England is London porter, and Dor-
chester table-beer; but as for your ale aud your
gin, your cyder and your perry, and all the trashy
taraily of made wines, I detest them as infernal
compositions, contrived for the destruction of theimman species.—But what have I to do with the
Jiuman species? except a very few friends. I care
not if the whole was
Hark ye, Lewis, my misanthropy increases every

Wl~T ,°ge? 1 Hve
'
1 find fhe fo% and thetraud of mankind grow more and more intolerable.

AftJ"i? •
,

d not come from Brambleton-hall.
After having lived in solitude so long. I cannot

bear the hurry and impertinence of the multitude •

besides, every thing is sophisticated in these crowded
places. Snares are laid for our lives in every thino-we eat or drink; the very air we breathe isiaded

rT k of i^r- YB C
^
nn0t even s,eeP- ^utrisk of infection. I say infection-this place is therendezvous of the diseased-you won't deny thatmany diseases are infectious

; even the consumption
self is highly infectious. When a person dies of

it in Italy, the bed and bedding are destroyed : theother furniture is exposed to the weather, and the
apartment white-washed, before it is occupied byany other living soul. You'll allow, that nothin-
receives infection sooner, or retains it longer, than'
blankets feather-beds, and mattresses.—'Sdeath

'

how do I know what miserable objects have beenstewing ,n the bed where I now lie !—I wonder
-Uick, you did not put me in mind of sending formy own mattresses-But, if I had not been an ass,
l should not have needed a remembrancer There
is always some plaguy reflection that rises up injudgment against me, and ruffles my spirits-there-
tore, let us change the subject.

rJl,
ha
v

°th
i

er reaS°DS f°r abridging my stay at

f?tb - ^.
ou know Slster Tabby's complexion—IfMrs. Tabitha Bramble had been of any other race

1 should certainly have looked upon her as the
most

. But the truth is, she has found means
to interest my affection; or rather, she is beholden
to the force of prejudice, commonly called the ties
of blood. Well, this amiable maiden has actually
commenced a flirting correspondence with an Irish
baronet of sixty-five. His name is Sir Ulic Mac-
killigut. He is said to be much out at elbows ; and
I believe, has received false intelligence with respect
to her fortune. Be that as it may, the connexion
is exceedingly ridiculous, and begins already to
excite whispers.—For my part, I have no intention
to dispute her free agency

; though I shall fall upon
some expedient to undeceive her paramour as to
the point which he has principally in view. But
I don t think her conduct is a proper example for
-Liddy, who has also attracted the notice of some
coxcombs in the rooms ; and Jerry tells me he
suspects a strapping fellow, the knight's nephew of
some design upon the girl's heart. I shall, there-
fore, keep a strict eye over her aunt and her, and
even shift the scene, if I find the matter grow
more serious.—You perceive what an agreeable
task it must be, to a man of my kidney, to have the
cure of such souls as these.—But, hold, you shall
not have another peevish word, till the next occa-
sion, from yours,
Bath, April 28. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To SirWatkin Phillips, Bart, ofJesus Coll. Oxon.

Dear Knight,—I think those people are un-
reasonable, who complain that Bath is a contracted
circle, in which the same dull scenes perpetually
revolve, without variation.—I am, on the contrary,
amazed to find so email a place so crowded with
entertainment and variety. London itselfcan hardly
exhibit one species of diversion to which we have
not something analogous at Bath, over and above
those singular advantages that are peculiar to the
place. Here, for example, a man has daily oppor-
tunities of seeing the most remarkable characters
of the community. -He sees them in their natural
attitudes and true colours, descended from their
pedestals, and divested of their formal draperies.
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undisguised by art and affectation.—Here we have

ministers of state, judges, generals, bishops, pro-

jectors, philosophers, wits, poets, players, chemists,

fiddlers, and buffoons. If he makes any considerable

stay in the place, he is sure of meeting with some

particular friend whom he did not expect to see

;

and to me there is nothing more agreeable than

such casual rencounters.—Another entertainment,

peculiar to Bath, arises from the general mixture

of all degrees assembled in our public rooms, with-

out distinction of rank or fortune. This is what

my uncle reprobates as a monstrous jumble of hete-

rogeneous principles ; a vile mob of noise and im-

pertinence, without decency and subordination. But

this chaos is to me a source of infinite amusement.

I was extremely diverted, last ball-night, to see

the master of the ceremonies leading with great

solemnity, to the upper end of the room, an anti-

quated Abigail, dressed in her lady's cast clothes

;

whom he, I suppose, mistook for some countess

just arrived at the bath. The ball was opened by

a Scotch lord, with a mulatto heiress, from St.

Christopher's ; and the gay Colonel Tinsel danced

all the evening with the daughter of an eminent

tinman from the borough of Southwark.—Yester-

day morning, at the pump-room, I saw a broken-

winded Wapping landlady squeeze through a circle

of peers, to salute her brandy-merchant, who stood

by the window, propped upon crutches ;
and a

paralytic attorney of Shoe-lane, in shuffling up to

the bar, kicked the shins of the Chancellor of

England, while his lordship, in a cut bob, drank a

glass of water at the pump. I cannot account for

my being pleased with these incidents any other

way than by saying they are truly ridiculous in

their own nature, and serve to heighten the humour

in the farce of life, which I am determined to enjoy

as long as I can.

Those follies that move my uncle's spleen excite

my laughter. He is as tender as a man without a

skin, who cannot bear the slightest touch without

flinching. What tickles another would give him

torment ; and yet he has what we may call lucid in-

tervals, when he is remarkably facetious.—Indeed, I

never knew a hypochondriac so apt to be infected

with good humour. He is the most risible misan-

thrope I ever met with. A lucky joke, or any

ludicrous incident, will set him a laughing immode-

rately, even in one of his most gloomy paroxysms

;

and, when the laugh is over, he will curse his own

imbecility. In conversing with strangers, he betrays

no marks of disquiet—he is splenetic with his

familiars only, and not even with them, while they

keep his attention employed ; but when his spirits

are not exerted externally, they seem to recoil, and

prey upon himself.—He has renounced the waters

with execration ; but he begins to find a more

efficacious, and, certainly, a much more palatable

remedy, in the pleasures of society. He has dis-

covered some old friends among the invalids of

Bath ; and, in particular, renewed his acquaintance

with the celebrated James Quin, who certainly did

not come here to drink water. You cannot doubt

but that I had the strongest curiosity to know this

original ; and it was gratified by Mr. Bramble, who

has had him twice at our house to dinner.

So far as I am able to judge, Quin's character is

rather more respectable than it has been generally-

represented. His bon mots are in every witling's

mouth ; but many of them have a rank flavour,

which one would be apt to think was derived from

a natural grossness of idea. I suspect, however,

that justice has not been done the author, by the

collectors of those Quiniana, who have let the best

of them slip through their fingers, and only reM.ned

such as were suited to the taste and organs of the

multitude. How far he may relax in his hours of

jollity I cannot pretend to say ; but his general con-

versation is conducted by the nicest rules of pro-

priety ; and Mr. James Quin is certainly one of

the best bred men in the kingdom. He is not

only a most agreeable companion, but, as I am
credibly informed, a very honest man ;

highly sus-

ceptible of friendship, warm, steady, and even

generous in his attachments ;
disdaining flattery,

and incapable ofmeanness and dissimulation. Were

I to judge, however, from Quin's eye alone, I should

take him to be proud, insolent, and cruel. There is

something remarkably severe and forbidding in his

aspect ;
and, I have been told, he was ever disposed

to insult his inferiors and dependants. Perhaps that

report has influenced my opinion of his looks. You
know we are the fools of prejudice. Howsoever

that may be, I have as yet seen nothing but his fa-

vourable side ; and my uncle, who frequently con-

fers with him in a corner, declares he is one of the

most sensible men he ever knew. He seems to have

a reciprocal regard for old Squaretoes, whom he

calls by the familiar name of Matthew, and often

reminds of their old tavern adventures. On the

other hand, Matthew's eyes sparkle whenever Quin

makes his appearance. Let him be never so jarring

and discordant, Quin puts him in tune ; and, like treble

and bass in the same concert, they make excellent

music together. T'other day the conversation turn-

ing upon Shakspeare, I could not help saying, with

some emotion, that I would give an hundred guineas

to see Mr. Quin act the part of Falstaff; upon

which, turning to me with a smile, " And I would

give a thousand, young gentleman," said he, "that

I could gratify your longing." My uncle and he

are perfectly agreed in their estimate of life, which.

Quin says, would stink in his nostrils, if he did not

steep it in claret.

I want to see this phenomenon in his cups ; and

have almost prevailed upon uncle to give him a

small turtle at the Bear. In the mean time I must

entertain you with an incident that seems to confirm

the judgment of those two cynic philosophers. I

took the liberty to differ in opinion from Mr.

Bramble, when he observed, that the mixture of

people in the entertainments of this place was de-

structive of all order and urbanity ; that it rendered

the plebeians insufferably arrogant and troublesome,

and vulgarized the deportment and sentiments of

those who moved in the upper spheres of life. He
said, such a preposterous coalition would bring us

into contempt with all our neighbours ; and was

worse in fact than debasing the gold coin of the

nation. I argued, on the contrary, that those ple-

beians who discovered such eagerness to imitate the

dress and equipage of their superiors, would like-

wise, in time, adopt their maxims and their manners,

be polished by their conversation, and refined by

their example ; and when I appealed to Mr. Quin,

and asked if he did not think that such an un-

reserved mixture would improve the whole mass,

•' Yes," said he, " as a plate of marmalade would

improve a pan of sir-reverence."

I owned I was not much conversant in high life,

but I had seen what were called polite assemblies in

London and elsewhere ; that those of Bath seemed
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to be as decent as any; and that, upon the whole,
the individuals that composed it, would not be
found deficient in good manners and decorum.

" T
UtiuUS 6 recourse t0 experience," said I—

Jack Holder, who was intended for a parson, has
succeeded to an estate of two thousand a vear, by the
death of his elder brother. He is now at the Bath,
driving about in a phaeton and four, with French
horns. He has treated with turtle and claret at all
the taverns in Bath and Bristol, till his guests are
gorged with good cheer. He has bought a dozen
siuts of fine clothes, by the advice of the Master of
the Ceremonies, under whose tuition he has entered
himself. He has lost some hundreds at billiards to
snarpers, and taken one of the nymphs of Avon
Street into keeping; but finding all these channels
insufficient to drain him of his current cash his
counsellor has engaged him to give a general tea
drinking to-morrow at Wiltshire's room. In order
to give it the more eclat, every table is to be fur-
nished with sweetmeats and nosegays

; which, how-
ever, are not to be touched fill notice is given bv the
ringing of a belL and then the ladies may help them-
selves without restriction. This will be no badway of trying the company's breeding—"

" I will abide by that experiment," cried mv
uncle, "and if I could find a place to stand secure
without the vortex of the tumult, which I know
will ensue, I would certainlv go thither and enjoy
the scene. Quin proposed that we should take our
station m the music gallery ; and we took his advice.
Holder had got thither before us, with his horns
perdue

; but we were admitted. The tea-drinkin"
passed as usual

; and the company having risen from
the tables, were sauntering in groups in expectation
of the signal for attack, when the bell beginning to
ring, they flew with eagerness to the dessert, and
the whole place was instantly in commotion. There
was nothing but justling, scrambling, pulling
snatching, struggling, scolding, and screaming,
-the nosegays were torn from one another's hands
and bosoms

;
the glasses and china went to wreck •

the tables and floor were strewed with comfits'^me cried, some swore, and the tropes and figures
ot .Billingsgate were used without reserve in all their
native zest and flavour ; nor were those flowers of
rhetoric unattended with significant gesticulation
home snapped their fingers, some forked them out
some clapped their hands, and some their backsides •

at length they fairly proceeded to pulling caps, and
every thing seemed to presage a general battle;
when Holder ordered his horns to sound a charge
with a view to animate the combatants and inflame
the contest

;
but this manoeuvre produced an effect

quite contrary to what he expected. It was a note
ot reproach that roused them to an immediate sense
ot their disgraceful situation. They were ashamed
ot their absurd deportment, and suddenly desisted.
Ihey gathered up their caps, ruffles, and handker-
chiefs and great part of them retired in silent
mortification.

Quin laughed at this adventure ; but my uncles
delicacy was hurt He hung his head in manifest
chagrin, and seemed to repine at the triumph of his
judgment. Indeed his victory was more complete
than he imagined; for, as we afterwards learned,
the two amazons who signalized themselves most in

Fuddledock, but from the courtly neighbourhood of

other a wealthy knight's dowager. My uncle spoke

not a word, till we had made our retreat good to the
coffeehouse

; where, taking off his hat, and wiping
his forehead "I bless God," said he, "that Mrs. Ta?
bitha Brambledid not take the field to-day '." "I would
pit her for a cool hundred," cried Quin, "against
the best shakebag of the whole main." The truth
is, nothing could have kept her at home but the
accident of her having taken physic before sheknew the nature of the entertainment. She hasbeen for some days furbishing up an old suitof black velvet, to make her appearance as SirL tic s partner at the next ball.
I have much to say of this amiable kinswoman •

but she has not been properly introduced to your
acquaintance. She is remarkably civil to Mr. Quin •

ot whose sarcastic humour she seems to stand in'awe
;
but her caution is no match for her imperti-

nence. " Mr. Gwynn," said she, the other day " Iwas once vastly entertained with your playing the
Ghost of Gimlet, at Drury-lane, when yon role up
through the stage, with a white face and red eyes,and spoke of quails upon the frightful porcupine.

?
ra

-
V

,\

Spout a little the Gh<«t of Gimlet."
Madam, said Quin, with a glance of ineffable

disdain, "the Ghost of Gimlet is laid, never to rise
again Insensible of this check, she proceeded •

' U ell, to be sure, you looked and talked so like a
real ghost

;
and then the cock crowed so natural—

1 wonder how you could teach him to crow so
exact in the very nick of time ; but I suppose he'sgame-ant he game, Mr. Gwynn?" "Dunghill,Madam " Well, dunghill or not dunghill, he has
got such a clear counter-tenor, that I wish I had
such another at Brambletonhall, to wake the maids
ot a morning. Do you know where I could find

° *T00d ? ' " Pr°bably in the workhouse
ot bt. Giles s parish, madam ; but I protest I know
not his particular mew." My uncle, frying with
vexation, cried, "Good God, sister, how "you talk '

1 have told you twenty times that this gentleman's
namejs not Gwynn—" " Hoity, toity, brother of
mine, she replied, " no offence,"l hope—Gwynn is
an honourable name, of true old British extraction—1 thought the gentleman had come of Mrs. Helen
Gwynn, who was of his own profession ; and if so
be that were the case, he might be of King Charles's
breed, and have royal blood in his veins " " No
Madam," answered" Quin, with great solemnity, my
mother was not a whore of such distinction. True
it is, I am sometimes tempted to believe myself of
roy al descent

;
formy inclinations are often arbitrary.

If I was an absolute prince at this instant, I believe
I should send for the head of your cook in a charger
She has committed felony on the person of that John
-Dory

;
which is mangled in a cruel manner, and

even presented without sauce. O temporal O mores!"
This good-humoured sally turned the conversa-

tion into a less disagreeable channel—But, lest you
should think my scribble as tedious as Mrs. Tabby's
clack, I shall not add another word, but that I am
as usual, Yours,

Bath, April 30. J. MELFORD.

To Doctor Lewis.
Dear Lewis,—I received your bill upon Wilt-

shire, which was punctually honoured
; but, as I

don't choose to keep so much cash by me in a com-
mon lodging-house, I have deposited 250/. in the
bank of Bath, and shall take their bills for it on
London, when I leave this place, where the season
draws to an end.—You must know that now being

I
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afoot, I am resolved to give Liddy a glimpse of

London. She is one of the best-hearted creatures

I ever knew, and gains upon my affection every

day.—As for Tabby, I have dropped such hints to

the Irish baronet, concerning her fortune, as, I

make no doubt, will cool the ardour of his addresses.

Then her pride will take the alarm ; and the rancour

of stale maidenhood being chafed, we shall hear

nothing but slander and abuse of Sir Ulic Maokilli-

gut. This rupture, I foresee, will facilitate our de-

parture from Bath ;
where, at present, Tabby seems

to enjoy herself with peculiar satisfaction. For my
part, I detest it so much, that I should not have

been able to stay so long in the place, if I had not

discovered some old friends, whose conversation

alleviates my disgust. Going to the coffee-house

one forenoon, I could not help contemplating the

company, with equal surprise and compassion. We
consisted of thirteen individuals ; seven lamed by

the gout, rheumatism, or palsy ; three maimed by

accident ; and the rest either deaf or blind. One

hobbled, another hopped, a third dragged his legs

after him like a wounded snake, a fourth straddled

betwixt a pair of long crutches, like the mummy of

a felon hanging in chains ; a fifth was bent into

an horizontal position, like a mounted telescope,

shoved in by a couple of chairman ; and a sixth was

the bust of a man, set upright in a wheel machine,

which the waiter moved from place to place.

Being struck with some of their faces, I consulted

the subscription-book ; and, perceiving the names

of several old friends, began to consider the group

with more attention. At length I discovered Rear-

Admiral Balderick, the companion of my youth,

whom I had not seen since he was appointed lieu-

tenant of the Severn. He was metamorphosed into

an old man, with a wooden leg and a weather-beaten

face ; which appeared the more ancient from his

grey locks, that were truly venerable.— Sitting

down at the table, where he was reading a news-

paper, I gazed at him for some minutes, with a mix-

ture of pleasure and regret, which made my heart

gush with tenderness; then, taking him by the

hand, " Ah, Sam," said I, " forty years ago I little

thought—" I was too much moved to proceed.

—

" An old friend, sure enough !" cried he, squeezing

my hand, and surveying me eagerly through his

glasses, " I know the looming of the vessel, though

she has been hard strained since we parted ; but I

can't heave up the name—" The moment I told

him who I was, he exclaimed, " Ha ! Matt, my old

fellow-cruiser, still afloat!" and, starting up, hugged

me in his arms. His transport, however, boded me

no good ;
for, in saluting me, he thrust the spring

of his spectacles into my eye, and, at the same time,

set his wooden stump upon my gouty toe ;
an at-

tack that made me shed tears in sad earnest.—After

the hurry of our recognition was over, he pointed

out two of our common friends in the room. The

bust was what remained of Colonel Cockril, who

had lost the use of his limbs in making an Ameri-

can campaign ; and the telescope proved to be my

college chum, Sir Reginald Bentley, who, with his

new title and unexpected inheritance, commenced

fox-hunter, without having served his apprentice-

ship to the mystery ; and in consequence of follow-

ing the hounds through a river, was seized with an

inflammation in his bowels, which has contracted

him into his present attitude.

Our former correspondence was forthwith re-

newed with the most hearty expressions of mutual

good-will ; and, as we had met so unexpectedly, we

agreed to dine together that very day at the tavern.

My friend Quin, being luckily unengaged, obliged

us with his company ; and, truly, this was the most

happy day I have passed these twenty years. You

and I, Lewis, having been always together, never

tasted friendship in this high gout, contracted from

lono- absence. I cannot express the half of what I

feltat this casual meeting of three or four com

panions, who had been so long separated, and so

roughly treated by the storms of life. It was a re-

novation of youth ; a kind of resuscitation of the

dead, that realized those interesting dreams in

which we sometimes retrieve our ancient friends

from the grave. Perhaps, my enjoyment was not

the less pleasing for being mixed with a strain of

melancholy, produced by the remembrance of past

scenes, that conjured up the ideas of some endear-

ing connexions, which the hand of death has

actually dissolved.

The spirits and good humour of the company

seemed to triumph over the wreck of their consti-

tutions. They had even philosophy enough to joke

upon their own calamities; such is the power of

friendship, the sovereign cordial of life. I after-

wards found, however, that they were not without

their moments and even hours of disquiet. Each

of them apart, in succeeding conferences, expa-

tiated upon his own particular grievances ;
and they

were all malcontents at bottom. Over and above

their personal disasters, they thought themselves

unfortunate in the lottery of life. Balderick com-

plained, that all the recompense he had received

for his long and hard service was the half-pay of a

rear-admiral. The Colonel was mortified to see_

himself overtopped by upstart generals, some of

whom he had once commanded ;
and, being a man

of a liberal turn, could ill put up with a moderate

annuity, for which he had sold his commission. As

for the baronet, having run himself considerably m
debt, on a contested election, he has been obliged to

relinquish his seat in parliament, and his seat m
the country at the same time, and put his estate to

nurse. But his chagrin, which is the effect of his

own misconduct, does not affect me half so much

as that of the other two, who have acted honoura-

ble and distinguished parts on the great theatre, and

are now reduced to lead a weary life in this stew-

pan of idleness and insignificance. They have long

left off using the waters, after having experienced

their inefficacy. The diversions of the place they

are not in a condition to enjoy. How then do they

make shift to pass their time? In the forenoon

they crawl out to the rooms or the coffee-house,

where they take a hand at whist, or descant upon

the General Advertiser ; and their evenings they

murder in private parties, among peevish invalids,

and insipid old women. This is the case with a good

number of individuals,whom nature seems to have

intended for better purposes.

About a dozen years ago, many decent families,

restricted to small fortunes, besides those that came

hither on the score of health, were tempted to set-

tle at Bath, where they could then live comfortably,

and even make a genteel appearance at a small ex-

pense. But the madness of the times has made the

place too hot for them, and they are now obliged

to think of other migrations. Some have already

fled to the mountains of Wales, and others have re-

tired to Exeter. Thither, no doubt, they will be

followed by the flood of luxury and extravagance,
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which will drive them from place to place to the
very Lands End; and there, I suppose, they will
he obliged to ship themselves to some other coun-
try. Bath is become a mere sink of profligacy and
extortion. Every article of housekeeping is raised
to an enormous price ; a circumstance no longer to
be wondered at, when we know that every petty
retainer of fortune piques himself upon keeping a
table, and thinks it is for the honour of his character
to wink at the knavery of his servants, who are in
a contederacy with the market-people, and of conse-
quence pay whatever they demand. Here is now
a mushroom of opulence, who pays a cook seventy
guineas a-week for furnishing him with one meal
a day. This portentous frenzy is become so conta-
gious, that the very rabble and refuse of mankind
are infected. I have known a negro-driver from
Jamaica, pay over-night, to the master of one of
the rooms, sixty-five guineas for tea and coffee to
the company, and leave Bath next morning in
such obscurity, that not one of his guests had the
slightest idea of his person, or even made the least
inquiry about his name. Incidents of this kind are
Irequeut

;
and every day teems with such absurdi-

ties, which are too gross to make a thinking man
merry. But I feel the spleen creeping on me apace,and therefore will indulge you with a cessation; that
you may have no unnecessary cause to curse your
correspondence with, Dear Dick, Yours ever,
Batb

<

Ma* 5
' MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Miss Lxtitia Willis, at Gloucester.

My Dear Lettt, I wrote you at great lengthby the post, the twenty-sixth of last month, towhich I refer you for an account of our proceed-
ings at Bath

; and I expect your answer with im-
patience. But having this opportunity of a private
hand, I send you two dozen of Bath rings, six of
the best of which I desire you will keep for yourself
and distribute the rest among the young ladies, ourcommon friends, as you shall think proper Idon t know how much you will approve of the
mottos

;
some of them are not to my own likinn-

but I was obliged to take such as I could find
ready manufactured. I am vexed that neither
you nor I have received any farther information of
a certain person

; sure it can't be wilful neglect

'

O my dear Willis ! I begin to be visited by strange
fancies and to have some melancholy doubt's
which, however, it would be ungenerous to harbour
without further inquiry. My uncle, who hasmade me a present of a very fine set of garnets
talks ot treating us with a jaunt to London, which'
vou may lmagine, will be highly agreeable

; but I
ike Bath so well, that I hope he won't think of
leaving it till the season is quite over, and yet
betwixt friends, something has happened to my
aunt which will probably shorten our stay in this
place. '

Yesterday, in the forenoon, she went by herself
to a breakfasting in one of the rooms, and in half
an hour, returned in great agitation, having Chow-
der along with her in the chair. I believe some
accident must have happened to that unlucky
animal, which is the great source of all her
troubles. Dear Letty ! what a pity it is that a woman
or her years and discretion should place her affec-

;nT,i
UP°YUCh aa uS'y ""-conditioned cur, that

Thorn,^
apS St ^body- I asked John.Thomas, the footman who attended her, what was

the matter ? and he did nothing but grin. A famousdog doctor was sent for, and undertook to cur^the
patient, provided he might carry him home to hisown house

;
but his mistress would not part with

hei own hand. She gave up all thoughts of going tothe ball in the evening, and when Sir Uliccamf todrink tea refused to be seen, so that he wentTway
to look for another partner. My brother Jerry
whistles and dances. Myuncle sometimes shrugs"Jhis shoulders, and sometimes bursts out a-laughWMy aunt sobs and scolds by turns, and her womanWin. Jenkins stares and wonders with a foolish

S she bT°f7 5 7d f°r
,

my Palt 1 am as ^iousas she, but ashamed to ask questions.
-Perhaps time will discover the mystery, for if itwas anything that happened in the room! i o n

1

be long concealed. All I know is, that last nigh

S r T?,

Per
lt
Ml

,
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ranible SP°ke ^y disdainfully ofSir Uhc Mackilhgut, and asked her brother if he

P-fhf «v
118 sweltering all the summer atBath ? No slster Tabitha," said he, with an archsmile/ we shall retreat before the dog-days beginthough I make no doubt, that, with a little temgr-ance and discretion, our constitutions might bekept coo enough all the year, even at Bath?' As

I don t know the meaning of this insinuation, Iwont pretend to make any remarks upon it at
present

;
hereafter, perhaps, I may be able to ex-

plain it more to your satisfaction
; in the meantime,

b
fS

>'ou W1" °e punctual in your correspondence
and continue to love your ever faithful

Batl'-^G- LYDIA MELFORD.

To Sir Watkln Phillips, Bart, of Jesus College,

So then Mrs Blackerby's affair has proved a
false alarm, and I have saved my money ? I wish
however, her declaration had not been so prema-
ture, for though my being thought capable ofmaking her a mother might have given me some
ciedit, the reputation of an intrigue with such acracked pitcher does me no honour at all. In my
last I told you I had hopes of seeing Quin in his
hours of elevation at the tavern, which is the temple
of mirth and good fellowship, where he, as priest
of Comus utters the inspirations of wit andhumour

; I have had that satisfaction. I have
dined with his club at the Three Tuns, and had
the honour to sit him out. At half an hour past
eight in the evening, he was earned home with sixgood bottles of claret under his belt; and it bein-
then Friday he gave orders that he should not be
disturbed till Sunday at noon. You must not
imagine that this dose had any other effect upon his
conversation, but that of making it more extrava-
gantly entertaining. He had lost the use of his
imbs, indeed, several hours before we parted but
he retained all his other facidties in perfection, and
as he gave yent to every whimsical idea as it rose
1 was really astonished at the brilliancy of his
thoughts, and the force of his expression. Quin is
a real voluptuary in the articles of eating and
drinking, and so confirmed an epicure, in thecommon acceptation of the term, that he cannot
put up with ordinary fare. This is a point of such
importance with him, that he always takes upon
himself the charge of catering; and a man ad-
mitted to his mess is always sure of eating delicate
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at victuals, and drinking excellent -wine. He owns

i
himself addicted to the delights of the stomach,

&
|

and often jokes upon his own sensuality ; but there

a is nothing selfish in this appetite. He finds that

It good cheer unites good company, exhilarates the

a spirits, opens the heart, banishes all restraint from

to conversation, and promotes the happiest purposes

: of social life. But Mr. James Quin is not a subject

ij to be discussed in the compass of one letter. I

n shall therefore, at present, leave him to his repose,

ip and call in another of a very different complexisn.

You desire to have further acquaintance with the

a person of our aunt, and promise yourself much enter-

lb tainment from her connexion with Sir Ulic Mac-

is killigut, but in this hope you are baulked already

—

that connexion is dissolved. The Irish baronet is an

It old hound, that, finding her carrion, has quitted

ft the scent. I have already told you, that Mrs.

it Tabitha Bramble is a maiden of forty-five. In her

>f person, she is tall, raw-boned, awkward, flat-

ie chested, and stooping j her complexion is sallow

a and freckled ; her eyes are not grey, but greenish,

h like those of a cat, and generally inflamed ; her

hair is of a sandy, or rather dusty hue ; her fore-

head low ; her nose long, sharp, and towards the

e extremity, always red in cool weather; her lips

skinny, her mouth extensive, her teeth straggling

I and loose, of various colours and conformation ;

and her long neck shrivelled into a thousand

wrinkles. In her temper, she is proud, stiff, vain,

imperious, prying, malicious, greedy, and un-

charitable. In all likelihood her natural austerity

has been soured by disappointment in love, for her

long celibacy is by no means owing to her dislike

of matrimony ; on the contrary, she has left no

stone unturned to avoid the reproachful epithet of

old maid.

Before I was born, she had gone such lengths in

the way of flirting with a recruiting officer, that

her reputation was a little singed. She afterwards

made advances to the curate of the parish, who
dropped some distant hints about the next presen-

tation to the living, which was in her brother's gift;

but finding that was already promised to another,

he flew off at a tangent ; and Mrs. Tabby, in re-

venge, found means to deprive him of his cure.

Her next lover was a lieutenant of a man-of-war,

a relation of the family, who did not understand

the refinements of the passion, and expressed no

aversion to grapple with cousin Tabby in the way
of marriage ; but before matters could be properly

adjusted, he went out on a cruise, and was killed in

an engagement with a French frigate. Our aunt,

though baffled so often, did not yet despair. She

laid all her snares for Dr. Lewis, who is the fides

Achates of my uncle. She even fell sick upon the

occasion, and prevailed with Matt, to interpose

in her behalf with his friend ; but the doctor being

a shy cock, would not be caught with chaff, and

flatly rejected the proposal. So that Mrs. Tabitha

was content to exert her patience once more, after

having endeavoured in vain to effect a rupture

betwixt the two friends ; and now she thinks pro-

per to be very civil to Lewis, who is become neces-

sary to her in the way of his profession.

These, however, are not the only efforts she has

made towards a nearer conjunction with our sex.

Her fortune was originally no more than a thousand

pounds ; but she gained an accession of five hun-

dred by the death of a sister, and the lieutenant left

her three hundred in his will. These sums she has

more than doubled, by living free of all expense, in

her brother's house, and dealing in cheese and Welsh
flannel, the pi-oduce of his stock and dairy. At
present her capital is increased to about four thou-

sand pounds ; and her avarice seems to grow every

day more and more rapacious. But even this is

not so intolerable as the perverseness of her

nature, which keeps the whole family in disquiet

and uproar. She is one of those geniuses who find

some diabolical enjoyment in being dreaded and

detested by their fellow-creatures.

I once told my uncle, I was surprised that a

man of his disposition could bear such a domestic

plague, when it could be so easily removed. The
remark made him sore, because it seemed to tax

him with want of resolution. Wrinkling up his

nose, and drawing down his eye-brows, " A young

fellow," said he, " when he first thrusts his snout

into the world, is apt to be surprised at many things

which a man of experience knows to be ordinary

and unavoidable. This precious aunt of yours is

become insensibly a part of my constitution—D—

n

her, she's a noli me tangere in my flesh, which I

cannot bear to be touched or tampered with." I

made no reply ; but shifted the conversation. He
really has an affection for this original, which

maintains its ground in defiance of common sense,

and in despite of that contempt which he must

certainly feel for her character and understanding.

Nay, I am convinced, that she has likewise a most

violent attachment to his person ;
though her love

never shows itself but in the shape of discontent

;

and she persists in tormenting him out of sheer

tenderness. The only object within doors upon

which she bestows any marks of affection, in the

usual style, is her dog Chowder, a filthy cur from

Newfoundland, which she had in a present from

the wife of a skipper in Swansea. One would ima-

gine she had distinguished this beast with her favour

on account of his ugliness and ill-nature ; if it was

not, indeed, an instinctive sympathy between his

disposition and her own. Certain it is, she caresses

him without ceasing ; and even harasses the family

in the service of this cursed animal, which, indeed,

has proved the proximate cause of her breach with

Sir Ulic Mackilligut.

You must know, she yesterday wanted to steal

a march of poor Liddy, and went to breakfast in

the room, without any other companion than her

dog, in expectation of meeting with the baronet,

who had agreed to dance with her in the evening.

—

Chowder no sooner made his appearance in the

room, than the master of the ceremonies, incensed

at his presumption, ran up to drive him away, and

threatened him with his foot ; but the other seemed

to despise his authority, and, displaying a formid-

able case of long, white, sharp teeth, kept the puny
monarch at bay. While he stood under some tre-

pidation, fronting his antagonist, and bawling to

the waiter, Sir Ulic Mackilligut came to his assist-

ance ; and, seeming ignorant of the connexion be-

tween this intruder and his mistress, gave the former

such a kick in the jaws, as sent him howling to the

door. Mrs. Tabitha, incensed at this outrage, ran

after him, squalling in a tone equally disagreeable ;

while the baronet followed her on one side, making
apologies for his mistake ; and Derrick, on the

other, making remonstrances upon the rules and
regulations of the place.

Par from being satisfied with the knight's excuses-,

she said she was sure he was no gentleman ; and
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when the master of the ceremonies offered to hand
her into the chair, she rapped him over the knuckles
with her fan. My uncle's footman being still at
the door, she and Chowder got into the same
vehicle, and were carried off amidst the iokes of the
chairmen and other populace. I had been riding
out on Clerkendown, and happened to enter just
as the fracas was over. The baronet, comino- up
to me with an affected air of chagrin, recounted the
adventure

;
at which I laughed heartily, and then

his countenance cleared up. "My "dear soul''
said he, " when I saw a sort of a wild baist, snarl-
ing with open mouth at the master of the ceremo-
nies, like the red cow going to devour Tom Thumb
I could not do less than go to the assistance of the'
little man

; but I never dreamt the baist was one
of Mrs. Bramble's attendants—O ! if I had he
might have made his breakfast upon Derrick
and welcome; but, you know my dear friend how
natural it is torus Irishmen to blunder, and to take
the wrong sow by the ear. However, I will con-
fess judgment, and cry her mercy ; and 'tis to be
hoped, a penitent sinner may be forgiven "

I told
him, that as the offence was not voluntary on his
side it was to be hoped he would not find her
implacable.

But, in truth, all this concern was dissembled
In his approaches of gallantry to Mrs. Tabitha'
he had been misled by a mistake of at least six
thousand pounds in the calculation of her fortune
and in this particular he was just undeceived He'
therefore, seized the first opportunity of incurring
her displeasure decently, in such a manner as would
certainly annihilate the correspondence

; and he
could not have taken a more effectual method, than
that of beating her dog. When he presented him-
self at our door, to pay his respects to the offended
lair, he was refused admittance

; and given to un-
derstand that he should never find her at home
for the future. She was not so inaccessible to
-Uernck, who came to demand satisfaction for the
insult she had offered to him, even in the verge of
his own court. She knew it was convenient to be
well with the master of the ceremonies, while she
continued to frequent the rooms; and, having
heard he was a poet, began to be afraid of making
her appearance in a ballad or lampoon. She there-
ore made excuses for what she had done, imputing

it to the flutter of her spirits
; and subscribed hand*

somely for his poems. So that he was perfectly
appeased, and overwhelmed her with a profusion
Of compliments. He even solicited a reconciliation
with Chowder, which, however, the latter declined

;

and he declared, that if he could find a precedent
in the annals of the Bath, which he would carefully
examine for that purpose, her favourite should be
admitted to the next public breakfasting. But I
believe, she will not expose herself or him to the risk
of a second disgrace. Who will supply the place of
Maekilhgut m her affections, I cannot foresee • butnothing ,n the shape of a man can come amiss.
.

no"S n she ls a violent church-woman, of the most
intolerant zeal, I believe in my conscience shewould have no objection, at present, to treat on the
score of matrimony with an Anabaptist, Quaker
or Jew

;
and even ratify the treaty at the expense

hardN
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But
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>
1 think too

verv -Mt?, , ? Klnswoman :
wh<>, I must own, is

2,1r2f
beholden t0 good opinion of, yours,Ba"'' May Cth

- J. MELFORD.

To De. Lewis.

during this fine weather ? In which of the avenues
of this paradise would you have me take that exer-
cise i Shall I commit myself to the high roads ofLondon or Bristol, to be stifled with dust orpiessed to death in the midst of post-chaises, flying-
machines.waggons, and coal-horses

; besides thetroops ot fine gentlemen that take to the hirfiwav
o show their horsemanship

;
and the coaches of fine

ladies, who go thither to show their equipages?
Shall I attempt the Downs, and fatigue mvself toaeatu in climbing up an eternal ascent, withoutany hopes of reaching the summit? Know, thenhave made d^ers desperate leaps at those upper
legions

;
but always fell backwards into this va-

pour-pit, exhausted and dispirited by those ineffec-
tual efforts

;
and here we poor valetudinarians pantana struggle, like so many Chinese gudgeons, gasp-ing in the bottom of a punch-bowl. By heaven, it

is a kind of enchantment! If I do not speedilybreak the spell, and escape, I may chance to giveup the ghost in this nauseous stew of corruption —
It was but two nights ago that I had like to havemade my public exit, at a minute's warning. One
ot my greatest weaknesses, is that of suffering my-
self to be over-ruled by the opinion of people whose
judgment I despise. I own, with shame and con-

t rusion of face, that importunity of any kind Icannot resist. This want of courage and constancy
is an original flaw in my nature, which you musthave often observed with compassion, if not with
contempt. I am afraid some of our boasted virtuesmay be traced up to this defect.
Without further preamble, I was persuaded to go

to a ball, on purpose to see Liddy dance a minuet
with a young petulant jackanapes, the only son of
a wealthy undertaker from London, whose mother
lodges in our neighbourhood, and has contracted an
acquaintance with Tabby. I sat a couple of long
hours, half stifled, in the midst of a noisome crowd
and could not help wondering that so many hun-
dreds of those that rank as rational creatures, could
hnd entertainment in seeing a succession of insipid
animals describing the same dull figure for a whole
evening, on an area not much bigger than a tailor's
shop-board. If there had been any beauty, grace
activity, magnificent dress, or variety of any kind'
howsoever absurd, to engage the attention and
amuse the fancy, I should not have been surprised •

but there was no such object ; it was a tiresome re-
petition of the same languid frivolous scene, per-
formed by actors that seemed to sleep in all their
motions. The continual swimming of those phan-
toms before my eyes, gave me a swimming of the
head, which was also affected by the fouled air cir-
culating through such a number of rotten human
bellows. I therefore retreated towards the door, and
stood m the passage to the next room, talking tomy friend Quin

; when, an end being put to the
minuets, the benches were removed to make way
for the country dances, and the multitude rising at
once, the whole atmosphere was put in commotion.
I hen, all of a sudden, came rushing upon me an
Egyptian gale, so impregnated with pestilential va-
pours, that my nerves were overpowered, and I
dropped senseless upon the floor.

Y ou may easily conceive what a clamour and
confusion this accident must have produced in such
an assembly. I soon recovered, however, ana
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found myself in an easy chair, supported by my own

people. Sister Tabby, in her great tenderness, had

put me to the torture, squeezing my head under her

arm, and stuffing my nose -with spirit of hartshorn,

till the whole inside was excoriated. I no sooner

got home, than I sent for Dr. Ch , who assured

me I needed not be alarmed, for my swooning was

entirely occasioned by an accidental impression of

fetid effluvia upon nerves of uncommon sensibility.

I know not how other people's nerves are con-

structed, but one would imagine they must be made

of very coarse materials, to stand the shock of such

a horrid assault.

It was indeed a compound of villanous smells, in

which the most violent stinks and the most power-

ful perfumes contended for the mastery. Imagine

to yourself a high exalted essence of mingled odours

arising from putrid gums, imposthumated lungs,

sour flatulencies, rank arm-pits, sweating feet, run-

ning sores and issues ;
plasters, ointments, and em-

brocations, Hungary water, spirit of lavender,

assafcetida drops, musk, hartshorn, and sal volatile;

besides a thousand frowzy steams which I could

not analyse. Such, O Dick ! is the fragrant ether

we breathe in the polite assemblies of Bath ; such

is the atmosphere I have exchanged for the pure,

elastic, animating air of the Welsh mountains. O
Jlus, quando te aspiciam ! I wonder what the devil

possessed me—but few words are best; I have taken

my resolution. You may well suppose I don't in-

tend to entertain the company with a second exhi-

bition. I have promised, in an evil hour, to pro-

ceed to London, and that promise shall be per-

formed ; but my stay in the metropolis shall be

brief. I have, for the benefit of my health, pro-

jected an expedition to the north, which I hope will

afford some agreeable pastime. I have never tra-

velled farther that way than Scarborough, and I

think it is a reproach upon me, as a British free-

holder, to have lived so long without making an

excursion to the other side of the Tweed ; besides,

I have some relations settled in Yorkshire, to whom
it may not be improper to introduce my nephew and

his sister. At present I have nothing to add, but

that Tabby is happily disentangled from the Irish

baronet, and that I will not fail to make you ac-

quainted, from time to time, with the sequel of our

adventures, a mark of consideration which perhaps

you would willingly dispense with in

Your humble servant,

Bath, May 8. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To SirWatkin Phillips, Bart, ofJesus Coll. Oxon.

Dear Phillips,—A few days ago we were

terribly alarmed by my uncle's fainting at a ball-

He has been ever since cursing his own folly, for

going thither at the request of an impertinent

woman. He declares he will sooner visit a house

infected with the plague, than trust himself in such

a nauseous spital for the future, for he swears the

accident was occasioned by the stench of the crowd

;

and that he would never desire a stronger proof of

our being made of very gross materials, than our

having withstood the annoyance by which he was

so much discomposed. For my part, I am very

thankful for the coarseness of my organs, being in

no danger of ever falling a sacrifice to the delicacy

of my nose. Mr. Bramble is extravagantly delicate

in all his sensations, both of soul and body. I was

informed by Dr. Lewis, that he once fought a duel

with an officer of the horse guards, for turning

aside to the park wall on a necessary occasion,

when he was passing with a lady under his protec-

tion. His blood rises at every instance of insolence

and cruelty, even where he himself is no way con-

cerned ; and ingratitude makes his teeth chatter.

On the other hand, the recital of a generous,

humane, or grateful action, never fails to draw
from him tears of approbation, which he is often

greatly distressed to conceal.

Yesterday one Paunceford gave tea on particular

invitation. This man, after having been long buf-

fetted by adversity, went abroad; and fortune,

resolved to make him amends for her former

coyness, set him all at once up to the very ears in

affluence. He has now emerged from obscurity,

and blazes out in all the tinsel of the times. I

don't find that he is charged with any practices

that the law deems dishonest, or that his wealth has

made him arrogant or inaccessible ; on the contrary,

he takes great pains to appear affable and gracious.

But, they say, he is remarkable for shrinking from
his former friendships, which were generally too

plain and homespun to appear amidst his present

brilliant connexions ; and that he seems uneasy at

sight of some old benefactors, whom a man of

honour would take pleasure to acknowledge. Be
that as it may, he had so effectually engaged the

company at Bath, that, when I went with my uncle

to the coffee-house in the evening, there was not a

soul in the room but one person, seemingly in

years, who sat by the fire, reading one of the

papers. Mr. Bramble, taking his station close by
him, "There is such a crowd and confusion of

chairs in the passage to Simpson's," said he, " that

we could hardly get along. I wish those minions

of fortune would fall upon more laudable ways of

spending their money. I suppose, Sir, you like

this kind of entertainment as little as I do?" "I
can't say I have any great relish for such enter-

tainments," answered the other, without taking his

eyes off the paper.—" Mr. Serle," resumed my
uncle, " I beg pardon for interrupting you ; but I

can't resist the curiosity I have to know if you
received a card on this occasion ?"

The man seemed surprised at this address, and

made some pause, as doubtful what answer he should

make. "I know my curiosity is impertinent,"

added my uncle, " but I have a particular reason

for asking the favour."— " If that be the case,"

replied Mr. Serle, "I shall gratify you without

hesitation, by owning that I have had no card.

But, give me leave, sir, to ask, in my turn, what
reason you think I have to expect such an invita-

tion from the gentleman who gives tea ?" " I have

my own reasons," cried Mr. Bramble, with some
emotion, "and am convinced more than ever, that

this Paunceford is a contemptible fellow." " Sir,"

said the other, laying down the paper, " I have not

the honour to know you, but your discourse is a

little mysterious, and seems to require some expla-

nation. The person ycu are pleased to treat so

cavalierly is a gentleman of some consequence in

the community ; and, for aught you know, I may
also have my particular reasons for defending his

character " "If I was not convinced of the

contrary," observed the other, " I should not have

gone so far
—

" " Let me tell you, sir," said the

stranger, raising his voice, " you have gone too far

in hazarding such reflections—."

Here he was interrupted by my uncle; who asked
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peevishly, if he was Don Quixote enough at this
time of day, to throw down his gauntlet as cham-
pion for a man who had treated him with such un-
g

i

n
\
t

,

eful neSlect? " For my pa«," added he, "I
shall never quarrel with you again upon this sub-
ject

;
and what I have said now has. been suggested

as much by my regard for you, as by my contempt
of him—" Mr. Serle then, pulling off his spectacles,
eyed uncle very earnestly, saying, in a mitigated
tone, " Surely I am much obliged—Ah Mr. Bramble,
I now recollect your features, though I have not
seen you these many years." "We might have
been less strangers to one another," answered the
squire, " if our correspondence had not been inter-
rupted, in consequence of a misunderstanding oc-
casioned by this very—. But no matter—Mr. Serle
I esteem your character ; and my friendship, such
as it is, you may freely command." " The offer is
too agreeable to be declined," said he ; "I embrace
it very cordially

; and, as the first fruits of it, re-
quest that you will change this subject, which with
me, is a matter of peculiar delicacy."
My uncle owned he was in the right, and the

discourse took a more general turn. Mr. Serle
passed the evening with us at our lodgings ; and
appeared to be intelligent, and even entertaininff,
but his disposition was rather of a melancholy hue.My uncle says he is a man of uncommon parts and
unquestioned probity ; that his fortune, which was
originally small, has been greatlv hurt by a ro-
mantic spirit of generosity, which he has often
displayed, even at the expense of his discretion, in
favour of wortliless individuals. That he had
rescued Paunceford from the lowest distress, when

'ru
bankruP t both in means and reputation.

I hat he had espoused his interests with a degree of
enthusiasm, broke with several friends, and even
drawn his sword against my uncle, who had par-
ticular reasons for questioning the moral character
of the said Paunceford. That, without Serle's
countenance and assistance, the other never could
have embraced the opportunity, which has raised
nun to this pinnacle of wealth. That Paunceford,
in the first transports of his success, had written'
from abroad, letters to different correspondents'
owning his obligations to Mr. Serle, in the warmest
terms of acknowledgment, and declaring he con-
sidered himself only as a factor for the occasions of
his best friend. That, without doubt, he had made
declarations of the same nature to his benefactor
mmself, though this last was always silent and
reserved on the subject

; but, for some years, those
tropes and figures of rhetoric had been disused,
lhat upon his return to England, he had been
lavish in his caresses to Mr. Serle, invited him to
his house, and pressed him to make it his own.
1 hat he had overwhelmed him with general pro-
fessions, and affected to express the warmest regard
for him, in company of their common acquaintance;
so that everybody believed his gratitude was as
liberal as his fortune ; and some went so far as to
congratulate Mr. Serle on both.

All this time Paunceford carefully and artfully
avoided particular discussions with his old patron,
who had too much spirit to drop the most distant
hint of balancing the account of obligation. That
nevertheless, a man of his feelings could not but
resent this shocking return for all his kindness;
and, therefore, he withdrew himself from the con-
nexion, without coming to the least explanation, or
speaking a syllable on the subject to any living

soul
;
so that now their correspondence is reduced

to a slight salute with the hat, when they chance to
meet in any public place ; an accident that rarely
happens, for their walks lie different ways Mr
Paunceford lives in a palace, feeds upon dainties, is
arrayed in sumptuous apparel, appears in all the
pomp of equipage, and passes his time among the
nobles of the land. Serle lodges in Stall-street up
two pair of stairs backwards, walks a foot in a Bath
rug, eats for twelve shillings a week, and drinks
water as a preservative against the gout and gravel
—Mark the vicissitude. Paunceford once resided
in a garret; where he subsisted upon sheep's trotters
and cow-heel, from which commons he was trans-
lated to the table of Serle, that ever abounded with
good cheer, until want of economy and retention
reduced him to a slender annuitv in his decline of
years, that scarce affords the bare necessaries of
life. Paunceford, however, does him the honour to
speak of him still with uncommon regard ; and to
declare what pleasure it would give him to con-
tribute in eny shape to his convenience. "But you
know," he never fails to add, "he's a shy kind of a
man,—and then such a perfect philosopher, that he
looks upon all superfluities with the most sovereign
contempt." a

Having given you this sketch of Squire Paunce-
ford, I need not make any comment on his cha-
racter, but leave it at the mercy of your own
reflection

; from which, I dare say, it will meet
with as little quarter as it has found with

Yours always,
Bath, May 10. J. MELFORD.

To Mrs. Mart Jojjes, at Brambleton Hall
Dear Moult,—We are all upon the viug—Hev

for London, girl !— Fecks ! we have been long
enough here

; for we're all turned tipsey turvey.
Mistress has excarded Sir Ulic for kickmo- of
Chowder

;
and I have sent O Frizzle away, w?th a

flea in his ear.—I've shown him how little I minded
his tinsy and his long tail.—A fellor, who would
think for to go for to offer to take up with a dirty
trollep under my nose. I ketched him in the verV
fact, coming out of the house-maid's garret ;—but
I have gi'en the dirty slut a siserarv. O Molly !

the sarvants at Bath are devils in garnet. They
lite the candle at both ends. Here's nothing but
gmketting, and wasting, and thieving, and trickine,
and trigging; and then they are never content.
They won't suffer the squire and mistress to stay
any longer, because they have been already above
three weeks in the house, and they look for a
couple of ginneys a piece at our going away ; and
this is a parquisite they expect every month in the
season, being as how no family has a right to stay
longer than four weeks in the same lodgings ; and
so the cuck swears she will pin the dish-clout to
mistress's tail, and the house-maid vows she'll put
cow-itch in master's bed, if so be he don't discamp
without furder ado. I don't blame them for makino-
the most of their market, in the way of vails and
parquisites; and I defy the devil to say I am a tail-
carrier, or ever brought a poor sarvant into trouble

;

—but then they ought to have some conscience in
vronging those that be sarvants like themselves.—
For you must no, Molly, I missed three quarters of
blond lace, and a remnant of muslin, and my silver
thimble, which was the gift of true love

;
they were

all in my work basket, that I left upon the table in
the sarvant's hall, when mistress's bell rung; but if
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they had been under lock and kay, twould have

been all the same, for there are double kays to all

the locks in Bath ; and they say as how the very

teeth an't safe in your head, if you sleep with your

mouth open. And so, says I to myself, them tilings

could not go without, hands, and so I'll watch their

waters ; and so I did with a vitness—for then it was

I found Bett consarned with O Frizzle. And as the

cuck had thrown her slush at me, because I had

taken part with Chowder, when he fit with the

turnspit, I resolved to make a clear kitchen, and

throw some of her fat into the fire. I ketched the

charewoman going out with her load in the morn-
ing, before she thought I was up, and brought her

to mistress with her whole cargo. Marry, what
do'st think she had got in the name of God ? Her
buckets were foaming full of our best beer, and her

lap was stuffed with a cold tongue, part of a buttock

of beef, half a turkey, and a swinging lump of

butter, and the matter of ten moulded kandles, that

had scarce ever been lit. The cuck brazened it

out, and said, it was her rite to rummage the pantry,

and she was ready for to go before the mare ; that

he had been her potticary many years, and would

never think of hurting a poor sarvant, for giving

away the scraps of the kitchen. I went another

way to work with Madam Betty, because she had
been saucy, and called me skandelus names ; and

said 0 Frizzle could'nt abide me, and twenty other

odorous falsehoods. I got a varrant from the mare,

and her box being sarched by the constable, my
things came out sure enuff; besides a full pound of

vax candles, and a nite-cap of mistress, that I could

sware to on my cruperal oaf. O ! then Madam
Mopstick came upon her merrybones ; and as the

squire wouldn't hare of a pursecution, she escaped

a skewering ; but, the longest day she has to live,

she'll remember your Humble servant,

Bath, May 15. W1NEFRED JENKINS.

If the hind should come again, before we begone,

pray send me the shift and apron, with the vite

gallow manky shoes, which you'll find in my
pillober. [Service to Saul.

To SirWa~ejn Phillips, Bart, ofJesus Coll. Oxon.

You are in the right, dear Phillips ; I don't ex-

pect regular answers to every letter—I know a

college life is too circumscribed to afford materials

for such quick returns of communication. For my
part, I am continually shifting the scene, and sur-

rounded with new objects, some of which are

striking enough. I shall therefore conclude my
journal for your amusement; and though, in all

appearance, it will not treat of very important or

interesting particulars, it may prove, perhaps, not

altogether uninstructive and unentertainiug.

The music and entertainments of Bath are over

for this season ; and all our gay birds of passage

have taken their flight to Bristol-well, Tunbridge,

Brighthelmstone, Scarborough, Harrowgate, &c.

Not a soul is seen in this place, but a few broken-

winded parsons, waddling like so many crows

along the North Parade. There is always a great

show of the clergy at Bath ; none of your thin,

puny, yellow, hectic figures, exhausted with ab-

stinence and hard study, labouring under the morhi

eruditorum ; but great overgrown dignitaries and
rectors, with rubicund noses and gouty ancles, or

broad bloated faces, dragging along great swag
bellies, the emblems of sloth and indigestion.

Now we are upon the subject of parsons, I must

tell you a ludicrous adventure, which was achieved

the other day by Tom Eastgate, whom you may
remember on the foundation of Queen's. He had

been very assiduous to pin himself upon George

Prankley, who was a gentleman commoner of

Christ-Church, knowing the said Prankley was

heir to a considerable estate, and would have the

advowson of a good living, the incumbent of which

was very old and infirm. He studied his passions,

and flattered them so effectually, as to become his

companion and counsellor ; and at last obtained of

him a promise of the presentation, when the living

should fall. Prankley, on his uncle's death, quitted

Oxford, and made his first appearance in the

fashionable world at London ; from whence he

came lately to Bath, where he lias been exhibiting

himself among the bucks and gamesters of the

place. Eastgate followed him hither ; but he should

not have quitted him for a moment, at his first

emerging into life. He ought to have known he

was a fantastic, foolish, fickle fellow, who would

forget his college attachments the moment they

ceased appealing to his senses. Tom met with a

cold reception from his old friend ; and was, more-

over, informed, that he had promised the living to

another man, who had a vote in the county, where
he proposed to offer himself a candidate at the next

general election. He now remembered nothing of

Eastgate, but the freedoms he had used to take

with him, while Tom had quietly stood his butt,

with an eye to the benefice ; and those freedoms

he began to repeat in common-place sarcasms on

his person and his cloth, which he uttered in the

public coffee-house, for the entertainment of the

company. But he was egregiously mistaken in

giving his own wit credit for that tameness of East-

gate, which had been entirely owing to prudential

considerations. These being now removed, he re-

torted his repartee with interest, and found no great

difficulty in turning the laugh upon the aggressor ;

who, losing his temper, called him names, and

asked, If he knew v:hom he talked to? After much
altercation, Prankley, shaking his cane, bid him
hold his tongue, otherwise he would dust his cassock

for him. " I have no pretensions to such a varlet,"

said Tom, " but if you should do me that office,

and overheat yourself, I have here a good oaken

towel at your service."

Prankley was equally incensed and confounded

at this reply. After a moment's pause, he took

him aside towards the window, and, pointing to the

clump of firs on Clerkendown, asked in a whisper,

if he had spirit enough to meet him there, with a

case of pistols, at six o'clock to-morrow morning ?

Eastgate answered in the affirmative ;
and, with a

steady countenance, assured him, he would not

fail to give him the rendezvous at the hour he

mentioned. So saying, he retired ; and the chal-

lenger staid some time in manifest agitation. In
the morning Eastgate, who knew his man, and had
taken his resolution, went to Prankley's lodgings,

and roused him by five o'clock,

The squire, in all probability, cursed his punctu-

ality in his heart, but he affected to talk big ; and
having prepared his artillery over-night, they

crossed the water at the end of the South Parade.

In their progress up the hill, Prankley often eyed
the parson, in hopes of perceiving some reluctance

in his countenance ; but as no such marks ap-

peared, he attempted to intimidate him by word of
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mouth. '-If these flints do their office," said he,
1 U do thy business in a few minutes." " I desire
you will do your best," replied the other; "for my
part, I come not here to trifle. Our lives are in
the hands ot God

; and one of us already totters on
the brink of eternity." This remark seemed to
make some impression upon the squire, who changed
countenance, and with a faultering accent observed,
' That it ill became a clergyman to be concerned
in quarrels and bloodshed." "Your insolence to
me, said Eastgate, "I should have bore with
patience, had not you cast the most infamous reflec-
tions upon my order, the honour of which I think
myself in duty bound to maintain, even at the
expense of my heart's blood ; and surely it can be
no crime to put out of the world a profligate wretch
without any sense of principle, morality, or reli-
gion. " Thou mayest take away my life

" cried
Prankley, in great perturbation, "but don't go to
murder my character—What ! hast got no con-
science.' "My conscience is perfectly quiet,"
replied the other

,
" and now, Sir, we are upon thespot— rake your ground as near as you please-

prime your pistol
; and the Lord, of his infinite

mercy, have compassion upon your miserable soul!"Ims ejaculation he pronounced in a loud solemn
tone, with his hat off, and his eyes lifted up ; then
drawing a large horse pistol, he presented, and put
himself in a posture of action. Prankley took his
distance, and endeavoured to prime

; but his hand
shook with such violence, that he found this opera-
tion impracticable. His antagonist, seeing how itwas with him, offered his assistance, and advanced
for that purpose

; when the poor squire, exceed-
ingly alarmed at what he had heard and seen
desired the action might be deferred till next dav'
as he had not settled his affairs. " I ha'n't mademy will, said he; "my sisters are not provided
lor; and I just now recollect an old promise, whichmy conscience tells me I ought to perform—Til
first convince thee, that I'm not a wretch without
principle, and then thou shalt have an opportunity
to take my life, which thou seemest to thirst after
eagerly.

Eastgate understood the hint ; and told him that
one day should break no squares

; adding, " God
forbid that I should be the means of hindering vou
from acting the part of an honest man, and a duti-
ful brother. By virtue of this cessation, they
returned peaceably together. Prankley forthwith
made out the presentation of the living, and
delivered it to Eastgate, telling him, at the same
time, he had now settled his affairs, and was ready
to attend him to the fir grove ; but Tom declared
he could not think of lifting his hand against the
life of so great a benefactor. He did more. When
they next met at the coffee-house, he asked pardon
or Jlr. Prankley, if in his passion he had said any
thing to give him offence ; and the squire was so
gracious as to forgive him with a cordial shake of
the hand, declaring that he did not like to be
at variance with an old college companion. Next
day, nowever, he left Bath abruptly

j and then
eastgate told me aU these particulars, not a little
pleased with the effects of his own sagacity, by
wjucn he has secured a living worth IGOl. perannum.
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with the maid and Chowder ina -oach
;
I and the man-servant a-horseback. The

particulars of our journey you shall have in my
next, provided no accident happens to prevent
yours ever,
Ba"»,MayI-.

J. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.
Dear Dick,—I shall to-morrow set out for

London, where I have bespoke lodgings at Mrs
Gortons in Golden-square. Although I am no
admirer of Bath, I shall leave it with regret • be-
cause I must part with some old friends, whom in
all probability, I shall never see again. In the
course of coffee-house conversation, I had often
heard very extraordinary encomiums passed on the
performances of Mr. T , a gentleman residing
in this place, who paints landscapes for his amuse-
ment. As I have no great confidence in the taste
and judgment of coffee-house connoisseurs, and
never received much pleasure from this branch of
the art, those general praises made no impression
at a I on my curiosity

; but, at the request of a par-
ticular friend, I went yesterday to see the pieces
which had been so warmly commended. I must
own I am no judge of painting, though very fond
of pictures. I don't imagine that my senses would
play me so false, as to betray me into admiration of
any thing that was very bad

; but, true it is, I have
often overlooked capital beauties, in pieces of ex-
traordinary merit. If I am not totally devoid of
taste, however, this young gentleman of Bath is the
best landscape painter now living: I was struck
with his performances in such a manner as I had
never been by painting before. His trees not only
have a richness of foliage, and warmth of colour-
ing, which delights the view ; but also a certain
magnificence in the disposition, and spirit in the
expression, which I cannot describe. His manage-
ment of the chiaro oscuro, or light and shadow,
especially gleams of sunshine, is altogether wonder-
ful, both in the contrivance and execution ; and he
is so happy in his perspective, and marking his
distances at sea, by a progressive series of ships,
vessels, capes, and promontories, that I could not
help thinking I had a distant view of thirty leagues
upon the back-ground of the picture. If there is
any taste for ingenuity left in a degenerate age, fast
sinking into barbarism, this artist, I apprehend, will
make a capital figure, as soon as his works are
known.
Two days ago, I was favoured with a visit by

Mr. Eitzowen
, who, with great formality, solicited

my vote and interest at the general election. I
ought not to have been shocked at the confidence
of this man

; though it was remarkable, considering
what had passed between him and me on a former
occasion. These visits are mere matter of form,
which a candidate makes to every elector, even to
those who, he knows, are engaged in the interest of
his competitor, lest he should expose himself to the
imputation of pride, at a time when it is expected
he should appear humble. Indeed, I know nothing
so abject as the behaviour of a man canvassing for
a seat in parliament. This mean prostration (to
borough electors especially) has, I imagine, contri-
buted in a great measure to raise that spirit of in-
solence among the vulgar, which, like the devil,
will be found very difficult to lay. Be that as it

may, I was in some confusion at the effrontery of
Eitzowen

; but I soon recollected myself, and told
him, I had not yet determined for whom I should
give my vote, nor whether I should give it for any.
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The truth is, I look upon both candidates in the same
light ; and should think myself a traitor to the con-

stitution of my country, if I voted for either. If

every elector would bring the same consideration

home to his conscience, we should not have such

reason to exclaim against the venality of p ts.

But we are all a pack of venal and corrupted rascals

;

so lost to all sense of honesty, and all tenderness of

character, that, in a little time, I am fully per-

suaded, nothing will be infamous but virtue and
public spirit.

G. H , who is really an enthusiast in patri-

otism, and represented the capital in several suc-

cessive parliaments, declared to me t'other day,

with the tears in his eyes, that he had lived above

thirty years in the city of London, and dealt in the

way of commerce with all the citizens of note in

their turns ; but that, as he should answer to God,
he had never, in the whole course of his life, found
above three or four whom he could call thoroughly

honest ; a declaration, which was rather mortifying

than surprising fo me, who have found so few men
of worth in the course of my acquaintance, that

they serve only as exceptions ;
which, in the gram-

marian's phrase, confirm and prove a general

canon. I know you will say, G. H saw im-

perfectly through the mist of prejudice, and I am
rankled by the spleen. Perhaps you are partly

in the right; for I have perceived that my
opinion of mankind, like mercury in the thermo-

meter, rises and falls according to the variations of

the weather.

Pray settle accounts with Barnes ; take what
money of mine is in his hands, and give him ac-

quittance.—If you think Davis has stock or credit

enough to do justice to the farm, give him a dis-

charge for the rent that is due : This will animate

his industry ; for I know that nothing is so dis-

couraging to a farmer, as the thoughts of being in

arrears with his landlord. He becomes dispirited,

and neglects his labour ; and so the farm goes to

wreck. Tabby has been clamouring for some days

about the lamb's skin which Williams the hind

begged of me when he was last at Bath. Prithee

take it back, paying the fellow the full value of it,

that I may have some peace in my own house ; and

let him keep his own counsel, if he means to keep

his place. O ! I shall never presume to despise or

censure any poor man for suffering himself to be

henpecked; conscious how I myself am obliged to

truckle to a domestic demon ; even though, blessed

be God, she is not yoked with me for life, in the

matrimonial waggon. She has quarrelled with the

servants of the house about vails ; and such intoler-

able scolding ensued on both sides, that I have been

fain to appease the cook and chambermaid by
stealth. Can't you find some poor gentleman of

Wales, to take this precious commodity off the

hands of yours,

Bath, May ly. M. BRAMBLE.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dr. Lewis—Give me leaf to tell you, methinks

you mought employ your talons better, than to en-

courage servants to pillage their masters. I find by
Gwyllim, that Villiams has got my skin ; for which

he is an impotent rascal. He has not only got my
skin, but, moreover, my butter-milk to fatten his

pigs ; and, I suppose, the next thing he gets, will

be my pad to carry his daughter to church and

fair : Roger gets this, and Roger gets that ; but I'd

have you to know, I won't be rogered at this rate

by any ragmatical fellow in the kingdom—And I

am surprised, Docter Lews, you would offer to put

my affairs in composition with the refuge and skim
of the hearth. I have toiled and moyled to a good
purpuss, for the advantage of Matt's family, if I

can't safe as much owl as will make me an under-
petticoat. As for the butter-milk, ne'er a pig in

the parish shall thrust his snout in it, with my good
will. There's a famous physician at the Hot Well,

that prescribes it to his patience, when the case is

consumptive ; and the Scots and Irish have begun
to drink it already, in such quantities, that there is

not a drop left for the hogs in the whole neigh-

bourhood of Bristol. I'll have our butter-milk

barelled up, and sent twice a-week to Aberginny,
where it may be sold for a halfpenny the quart

;

and so Roger may carry his pigs to another market.
I hope, Docter, you will not go to put any more
such phims in my brother's head, to the prejudice

of my pockat ; but rather give me some raisins

(which hitherto you have not done) to subscribe

myself your humble servant,

Bath, May 11). TAB. BRAMBLE.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, of Jesus College, Oxon.

Dear Phillips,—Without waiting for your an-

swer to my last, I proceed to give you an account of

our journey to London, which has not been wholly
barren of adventure. Tuesday last, the squire

took his place in a hired coach and four, accom-
panied by his sister and mine, and Mrs. Tabby's
maid, Winifred Jenkins, whose province it was to

support Chowder on a cushion in her lap. I could

scarce refrain from laughing, when I looked into

the vehicle, and saw that animal sitting opposite to

my uncle, like any other passenger. The squire,

ashamed of his situation, blushed to the eyes
;
and,

calling to the postillions to drive on, pulled the

glass up in my face. I, and his servant John
Thomas, attended him on horseback.

Nothing worth mentioning occurred, till we ar-

rived on the edge of Marlborough Downs. There
one of the fore horses fell, in going down hill at a

round trot ; and the postillion behind, endeavouring

to stop the carriage, pulled it on one side into a

deep rut, where it was fairly overturned. 1 had
rode on about two hundred yards before

;
but,

hearing a loud scream, galloped back and dis-

mounted, to give what assistance was in my power.

When I looked into the coach, I could see nothing

distinctly, but the nether end of Jenkins, who was
kicking her heels and squalling with great vocifer-

ation. All of a sudden, my uncle thurst up his

bare pate, and bolted through the window, as

nimble as a grasshopper, having made use of poor

Win's posteriors as a step to rise in his ascent

—

The man, who had likewise quitted his horse,

dragged this forlorn damsel, more dead than

alive, through the same opening. Then Mr.
Bramble, pulling the door off its hinges with a

jerk, laid hold on Liddy's arm, and brought her to

the light, very much frighted, but little hurt. It

fell to my share to deliver our aunt Tabitha, who
had lost her cap in the struggle ; and, being rather

more than half frantic with rage and terror, was
no bad representation of one of the sister furies

that guard the gates of hell. She expressed no sort

of concern for her brother, who ran about in the

cold, without his periwig, and worked with the most
3 G
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astonishing agility, in helping to disentangle the
horses from the carriage. But she cried, in a tone
of distraction, " Chowder ! Chowder ! mv dear
Chowder

! my poor Chowder is certainly killed !"

This was not the case—Chowder, after having
tore my uncle's leg in the confusion of the fall, had
retreated under the seat, and from thence the foot-
man drew him by the neck ; for which good office
he bit his fingers to the bone. The fellow, who is

naturally surly, was so provoked at this assault,
that he saluted his ribs with a hearty kick, ex-
claiming, "D—n the nasty son of a bitch, and
them he belongs to !" A benediction, which was
by no means lost upon the implacable virago his
mistress. Her brother, however, prevailed upon
her to retire into a peasant's house, near the scene
of action, where his head and her's were covered,
and poor Jenkins had a fit Our next care was to
apply some sticking plaster to the wound in his leg,
which exhibited the impression of Chowder's teeth

;

but he never opened his lips against the delinquent.
Mrs. Tabby, alarmed at this scene, "You say
nothing, Matt," cried she, " but I know your mind,—I know the spite you have to that poor unfortu-
nate animal ! I know you intend to take his life

away 1" " You are mistaken, upon my honour !"

replied the squire, with a sarcastic smile, " I should
be incapable of harbouring any such cruel design
against an object so amiable and inoffensive ; even
if he had not the happiness to be your favourite."
John Thomas was not so delicate. The fellow,

whether really alarmed for his life, or instigated by
the desire of revenge, came in, and bluntly demanded
that the dog should be put to death ; on the suppo-
sition, that, if ever he should run mad hereafter,
he, who had been bit by him, would be infected.
My uncle calmly argued" upon the absurdity of his
opinion, observing, that he himself was in the
same predicament, and would certainly take the
precaution he proposed, if he was not sure he ran
no risk of infection. Nevertheless Thomas con-
tinued obstinate

; and, at length, declared, that if
the dog was not shot immediately, he himself would
be his executioner. This declaration opened the
floodgates of Tabby's eloquence, which would
have shamed the first-rate oratress of Billingsgate.
The footman retorted in the same style ; and the
squire dismissed him from his service, after having
prevented me from giving him a good horsewhip-
ping for his insolence.

The coach being adjusted, another difficulty oc-
curred—Mrs. Tabitha absolutely refused to enter it

again, unless another driver could be found to take
the place of the postillion

; who, she affirmed, had
overturned the carriage from malice aforethought.
After much dispute, the man resigned his place
to a shabby country fellow, who undertook to go
as far as Marlborough, where they could be better
provided

; and at that place we arrived about one :

o'clock, without farther impediment. Mrs. Bramble, I

however, found new matter of offence ; which in- t

deed she had a particular genius for extracting at i

will from almost every incident in life. We had
j

scarce entered the room at Marlborough, where i

we staid to dine, when she exhibited a formal I

complaint against the poor fellow who had su-
perseded the postillion. She said he was such a '

beggarly rascal, that he had ne'er a shirt to his i

back
;
and had the impudence to shock her si°ht t

by showing his posteriors, for which act of indeli- i
cacy he deserved to be set in the stocks Mrs i

2 Winifred Jenkins confirmed the assertion, with
i respect to his nakedness, observing, at the same
r time, that he had a skin as fair as alabaster.

" This is a heinous offence, indeed," cried my
[

uncle, " let us hear what the fellow has to say in
I his own vindication." He was accordingly sum-

moned, and made his appearance, which was equally
! queer and pathetic. He seemed to be about twenty
; years of age, of a middling size, with bandy legs,

,
stooping shoulders, high forehead, sandy locks,
pinking eyes, flat nose, and long chin; but his
complexion was of a sickly yellow. His looks
denoted famine ; and the rags that he wore could
hardly conceal what decency requires to be covered.
My uncle, haying surveyed him attentively, said,
with an ironical expression in his countenance,
" An't you ashamed, fellow, to ride postillion with-
out a shirt to cover ycur backside from the view of
the ladies in the coach ?" " Yes, I am, an' please
your noble honour," answered the man ; "but ne-
cessity has no law, as the saying is—And more
than that, it was an accident—My breeches cracked
behind, after I had got into the saddle

—" " You're
an impudent varlet," cried Mrs. Tabby, " for pre-
suming^ ride before persons of fashion without a
shirt
—

" "I am so, an'please your worthy ladyship,''
said he; hut I'm a poor Wiltshire lad. I ha'nt
a shirt in the world, that I can call my own, nor a
rag of clothes, an please your ladyship, but what
you see—I have no friend nor relation upon earth
to help me out—I have had the fever and ague
these six months, and spent all I had in the world
upon doctors, and to keep soul and body together ;

and, saving your ladyship's good presence, I ha'nt
broke bread these four and twenty hours—

"

Mrs. Bramble, turning from him, said she had
never seen such a filthy tatterdemalion, and bid him
begone

; observing, that he would fill the room full
of vermin. Her brother darted a significant glance
at her, as she retired with Liddy into another
apartment; and then asked the man if he was
known to any person in Marlborough ? When he
answered, that the landlord of the inn had known
him from his infancy, mine host was immediately
called, and, being interrogated on the subject, de-
clared, that the young fellow's name was Humphry
Clinker. That he had been a love-begotten babe,
brought up in the workhouse, and put out appren-
tice by the parish to a country blacksmith, who
died before the boy's time was out That he had
for some worked under his ostler, as a helper and
extra postillion, till he was taken ill of the ague,
which disabled him from getting his bread. That,
having sold or pawned every thing he had in the
world for his cure and subsistence, he became so
miserable and shabby, that he disgraced the stable,
and was dismissed

; but that he never heard any-
thing to the prejudice of his character in other
respects. " So that the fellow being sick and des-
titute," said my uncle, " turned you him out to die in
the streets." " I pay the poor's rate," replied the
other, " and I have no right to maintain idle va-
grants, either in sickness or health

; besides, such
a miserable object would have brought a discredit
upon my house—

"

" You perceive," said the squire, turning to me,
" our landlord is a Christian of bowels. Who shall
presume to censure the morals of the age, when
the very publicans exhibit such examples of hu-
manity ? Hark ye. Clinker, you are a most noto-
rious offender. You stand convicted of sickness,
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hunger, wretchedness, and want. But, as it does

not belong to me to punish criminals, I will only

take upon me the task of giving you a word of

advice—Get a shirt with all convenient despatch,

that your nakedness may not henceforward give of-

fence to travelling gentlewomen, especially maidens

in years."

So saying, he put a guinea into the hand of the

poor fellow, who stood staring at him in silence,

with his mouth wide open, till the landlord pushed

him out of the room.

In the afternoon, as our aunt stept into the coach,

she observed, with some marks of satisfaction, that

the postillion, who rode next to her, was not a

shabby wretch like the ragamuffin who had drove

them into Marlborough. Indeed, the difference

was very conspicuous. This was a smart fellow,

with a narrow brimmed hat, with gold cording, a

cut bob, a decent blue jacket, leather breeches, and

a clean linen shirt, puffed above the waistband.

When we arrived at the castle on Spinhill, where

we lay, this new postillion was remarkably assidu-

ous in bringing in the loose parcels ; and at length

displayed the individual countenance of Humphry
Clinker, who had metamorphosed himself in this

manner, by relieving from pawn part of his own
clothes, with the money he had received from Mr.

Bramble.
Howsoever pleased the rest of the company were

with such a favourable change in the appearance of

this poor creature, it soured on the stomach of Mrs.

Tabby, who had not yet digested the affront of his

naked skin. She tossed her nose in disdain, saying,

she suppostd her brother had taken him into fa-

vour, because he had insulted her with his ob-

scenity; that a fool and his money were soon

parted ; but that if Matt intended to take the fellow

with him to London, she would not go a foot fur-

ther that way. My uncle said nothing with his

tongue, though his looks were sufficiently expres-

sive ; and next morning Clinker did not appear, so

that we proceeded without farther altercation to

Salthill, where we proposed to dine. There, the

first person that came to the side of the coach, and

began to adjust the footboard, was no other than

Humphry Clinker. When I handed out Mrs.

Bramble, she eyed him with a furious look, and

passed into the house. My uncle was embarrassed,

and asked him peevishly what had brought him

hither ? The fellow said, his honour had been so

good to him, that he had not the heart to part with

him ;—that he would follow him to the world's end,

and serve him all the days of his life without fee or

reward.
Mr. Bramble did not know whether to chide or

laugh at this declaration. He foresaw much con-

tradiction on the side of Tabby ; and, on the other

hand, he could not but be pleased with the grati-

tude of Clinker, as well as with the simplicity of

his character. "Suppose I was inclined to take

you into my service," said he, " what are your

qualifications ? what are you good for ?"—" An'
please your honour," answered this original, " I can

read and write, and do the business of the stable

indifferent well. I can dress a horse and shoe him.

and bleed and rowl him ;
and, as for the practice

of sow-gelding, I won't turn my back on e'er a

he in the county of Wilts. Then I make hogs

puddings and hob-nails, mend kettles, and tin sauce-

pans." Here uncle burst out a laughing; and

inquired what other accomplishments he was mas-

ter of.
—" I know something of single stick and

psalmody," proceeded Clinker, " I can play upon

the Jew's harp, sing Black-eyed Susan, Arthur

O'Bradley, and divers other songs. I can dance a

Welsh jig, and Nancy Dawson; wrestle a fall with

any lad of my inches, when I'm in heart ; and

under correction, I can find a hare when your

honour wants a bit of game."—" Foregad ! thou

art a complete fellow," cried my uncle, still laugh-

ing, " I have a good mind to take thee into my
family. Prithee, go and try if thou can'st make
peace with my sister. Thou hast given her much
offence, by showing her thy naked tail."

Clinker accordingly followed us into the room,

cap in hand, where, addressing himself to Mrs.

Tabitha, " May it please your ladyship's worship,"

cried he, " to pardon and forgive my offences, and,

with God's assistance, I shall take care that my
tail shall never rise up in judgment against me, to

offend your ladyship again. Do, pray, good sweet,

beautiful lady, take compassion on a poor sinner.

God bless your noble countenance ; I am sure you
are too handsome and generous to bear malice. I

will serve you on my bended knees, by night

and by day, by land and by water ; and all for

the love and pleasure of serving such an excellent

lady."

This compliment and humiliation had some

effect upon Tabby : but she made no reply ; and

Clinker, taking silence for consent, gave his attend-

ance at dinner. The fellow's natural awkwardness

and the flutter of his spirits, were productive of

repeated blunders in the course of his attendance.

At length, he split part of a custard upon her right

shoulder
;
and, starting back, trode upon Chowder,

who set up a dismal howl. Poor Humphry was

so disconcerted at this double mistake, that he dropt

the china dish, which broke into a thousand pieces ;

then, falling down upon his knees, remained in that

posture gaping, with a most ludicrous aspect of

distress. Mrs. Bramble flew to the dog, and snatch-

ing him in her arms, presented him to her brother,

saying, " This is all u concerted scheme against

this unfortunate animal, whose only crime is its

regard for me. Here it is ; kill it at once ; and then

you'll be satisfied."

Clinker, hearing these words, and taking them in

the literal acceptation, got up in some hurry, and,

seizing a knife from the sideboard, cried, " Not
here, an' please your ladyship. It will daub the

room. Give him to me, and I'll carry him into the

ditch by the roadside." To this proposal he re-

ceived no other answer than a hearty box on the

ear, that made him stagger to the other side of the

room. "What!" said she to her brother, " am I

to be affronted by every mangy hound that you pick

up in the highway ? I insist upon your sending this

rascallion about his business immediately."—" For

God's sake, sister, compose yourself," said my uncle,

" and consider that the poor fellow is innocent of any
intention to give you offence."

—" Innocent as the

babe unborn," cried Humphry.—"I see it plainly,"

exclaimed this implacable maiden, "he acts by
your direction ; and you are resolved to support

him in his impudence. This is a bad return for all

the services I have done you ; for [nursing you in

your sickness, managing your family, and keeping

you from ruining yourselfby your own imprudence.

But now you shall part with that rascal or me, upon
the spot, without farther loss of time ; and the

world shall see whether you have more regard for

3 c 2
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your own flesh and blood, or for a beggarly found-
ling taken from the dunghill."
Mr. Bramble's eyes began to glisten, and his

teeth to chatter. " If stated fairly," said he, raising
his voice, " the question is, whether I have spirit to
shake off an intolerable yoke, by one effort of reso-
lution^ or meanness enough to do an act of cruelty
and injustice, to gratify the rancour of a capricious
woman. Hark ye, Mrs. Tabitha Bramble, I will
now propose an alternative in my turn. Either
discard your four-footed favourite, or give me leave
to bid you eternally adieu. For I am determined
that he and I shall live no longer under the same
roof; and now to dinner with what appetite you
rnay." Thunderstruck at this declaration, she sat
down in a corner ; and, after a pause of some mi-
nutes, " Sure I don't understand you, Matt," said
she.—" And yet I spoke in plain English," answered
the squire with a peremptory look.—"Sir," re-
sumed this virago, effectually humbled, " it is your
prerogative to command, and my duty to obey. I
can't dispose of the dog in this place ; but if you'll
allow him to go in the coach to London, I give you
my word he shall never trouble you again."
Her brother, entirely disarmed bv this mild re-

ply, declared, she could ask him nothing in reason
that he would refuse

; adding, " I hope, sister, you
have never found me deficient in natural affection."
Mrs. Tabitha immediately rose, and, throwing her
arms about his neck, kissed him on the cheek. He
returned her embrace with great emotion. Liddy
sobbed. Win Jenkins cackled. Chowder capered,
and Clinker skipped about, rubbing his hands for
joy of this reconciliation.

Concord being thus restored, we finished our
meal with comfort ; and in the evening arrived at
London, without having met with any other adven-
ture. My aunt seems to be much mended by the
hint she received from her brother. She has been
graciously pleased to remove her displeasure from
Clinker, who is now retained as a footman, and, in
a day or two, will make his appearance in a new
suit of livery

; but as he is little acquainted with
London, we have taken an occasional valet, whom
I intend hereafter to hire as my own servant. We
lodge in Golden-square, at the house of one Mrs.
Norton, a decent sort of a woman, who takes great
pains to make us all easy. My uncle proposes to
make a circuit of all the remarkable scenes of this
metropolis, for the entertainment of his pupils

;

but as both you and I are already acquainted with
most of those he will visit, and wi'th some others he
little dreams of, I shall only communicate what
will be in some measure new to your observation.
Remember me to our jesuitical friends, and believe
me ever, dear knight, Yours affectionately,
London, May 24. j. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Doctor,—London is literally new to me
;

new in its streets, houses, and even in its situation.
As the Irishman said, " London is now gone out of
town."—What I left open fields, producing hay and
corn, I now find covered with streets and squares,
and palaces and churches. I am credibly informed,
that, in the space of seven years, eleven thousand
new houses have been built in one quarter of West-
minster exclusive of what is daily added to other
parts of this unwieldy metropolis. Pimlico and
Kmghtsbndge are almost joined to Chelsea and

Kensington
;
and, if this infatuation continues for

halt a century, I suppose the whole county of
Middlesex will be covered with brick.

It must be allowed, indeed, for the credit of the
present age, that London and Westminster are
much better paved and lighted than they were
formerly. The new streets are spacious, regular,
and airy, and the houses generally convenient. The
bridge at Blackfriars is a noble monument of taste
and public spirit—I wonder how they stumbled
upon a work of such magnificence and utility.
But, notwithstanding these improvements, the
capital is become an overgrown monster, which,
like a dropsical head, will in time leave the body
and extremities without nourishment and support.
The absurdity will appear in its full force, when we
consider, that one-sixth part of the natives of this
whole extensive kingdom is crowded within the
bills of mortality. What wonder that our villages
are depopulated, and our farms in want of day-
labourers

! the abolition of small farms is but one
cause of the decrease of population. Indeed, the
incredible increase of horses and black cattle, to
answer the purposes of luxury, requires a pro-
digious quantity of hay and grass, which are raised
and managed without much labour ; but a number
of hands will always be wanted for the different
branches of agriculture, whether the farms be
large or small. The tide of luxury has swept all
the inhabitants from the open country; the poorest
squire, as well as the richest peer, must have his
house in town, and make a figure with an extra-
ordinary number of domestics. The ploughboys,
cowherds, and lower hinds, are debauched and
seduced by the appearance and discourse of those
coxcombs in livery, when they make their summer
excursions. They desert their dirt and drudgery,
and swarm up to London, in hopes of getting into
service, where they can live luxuriously, and wear
fine clothes, without being obliged to work; for
idleness is natural to man. Great numbers of these,
being disappointed in their expectation, become
thieves and sharpers; and London being an im-
mense wilderness, in which there is neither watch
nor ward of signification, nor any order or police,
affords them lurking-places as well as prey.
There are many causes that contribute to the

daily increase of this enormous mass ; but they
may be all resolved into the grand source of
luxury and corruption. About five-and-twenty
years ago, very few even of the most opulent citi-

zens of London kept any equipage, or even any ser-
vants in livery. Their tables produced nothing but
plain boiled and roasted, with a bottle of port and a
tankard of beer. At present, every trader in any de-
gree of credit, every broker and attorney, maintains
a couple of footmen, a coachman, and postilion. He
has his town-house, and his country-house, his coach,
and his post-chaise. His wife and daughters appear in
the richest stuffs, bespangled with diamonds. They
frequent the court, the opera, the theatre, and the
masquerade. They hold assemblies at their own
houses

; they make sumptuous entertainments, and
treat with the richest wines of Bourdeaux, Bur-
gundy, and Champagne. The substantial tradesman,
who was wont to pass his evenings at the alehouse
for fourpence-halfpenny, now spends three shillings

at the tavern, while his wife keeps card-tables at

home ; she must also have fine clothes, her chaise,

or pad, with country lodgings, and go three times
a-week to public diversions. Every clerk, appren-
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tice, and even waiter of a tavern or coffeehouse,

maintains a gelding by himself, or in partnership,

and assumes the air and apparel of a petit-maitre.

—The gayest places of public entertainment are

filled with fashionable figures, which, upon inquiry,

will be found to be journeymen tailors, serving-

men, and Abigails, disguised like their betters.

In short, there is no distinction or subordination

left. The different departments of life are jumbled

together—the hod-carrier, the low mechanic, the

tapster, the publican, the shopkeeper, the petti-

fogger, the citizen, and courtier, all tread upon the

kibes of one another; actuated by the demons of

profligacy and licentiousness, they are seen every

where, rambling, riding, rolling, rushing, jostling,

mixing, bouncing, cracking, and crashing in one

vile ferment of stupidity and corruption—all is

tumult and hurry.—One would imagine they were

impelled by some disorder of the brain, that will

not suffer them to be at rest. The foot passengers

run along as if they were pursued by bailiffs.

The porters and chairman trot with their burdens.

People, who keep their own equipages, drive

through the streets at full speed. Even citizens,

physicians, and apothecaries glide in their chariots

like lightning. The hackney coachmen make
their horses smoke, and the pavement shakes under

them; and I have actually seen a waggon pass

through Piccadilly at the hand-gallop. In a word,

the whole nation seems to be running out of their

wits.

The diversions of the times are not ill suited to

the genius of this incongruous monster, called the

public. Give it noise, confusion, glare, and glitter,

it has no idea of elegance and propriety. What
are the amusements at Ranelagh? One half of

the company are following one another's tails, in

an eternal circle, like so many blind asses in an

olive mill, where they can neither discourse, dis-

tinguish, nor be distinguished; while the other

half are drinking hot water, under the denomina-

tion of tea, till nine or ten o'clock at night, to keep

them awake for the rest of the evening. As for

the orchestra, the vocal music especially, it is well

for the performers that they cannot be heard dis-

tinctly. Vauxhall is a composition of baubles,

overcharged with paltry ornaments, ill conceived,

and poorly executed, without any unity of design,

or propriety of disposition. It is an unnatural

assemblage of objects, fantastically illuminated in

broken masses, seemingly contrived to dazzle the

eyes and divert the imagination of the vulgar.

Here a wooden lion, there a stone statue ; in one

place a range of things like coffeehouse boxes

covered a-top ; in another, a parcel of alehouse

benches ; in a third, a puppet-show representation

of a tin cascade ; in a fourth, a gloomy cave of a

circular form, like a sepulchral vault, half-lighted ;

in a fifth, a scanty slip of grassplot, that would not

afford pasture sufficient for an ass's colt. The
walks, which Nature seems to have intended for

solitude, shade, and silence, are filled with crowds

of noisy people, sucking up the nocturnal rheums

of an agueish climate ; and through these gay

scenes a few lamps glimmer like so many farthing

candles.

When I see a number of well-dressed people, of

both sexes, sitting on the covered benches, exposed

to the eyes of the mob, and, which is worse, to the

cold, raw, night air, devouring sliced beef, and

swilling port, and punch, and cider, I can't help
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compassionating their temerity, while I despise

their want of taste and decorum ;
but, when they

course along those damp and gloomy walks, or

crowd together upon the wet gravel, without any-

other cover than the cope of heaven, listening to a

song, which one half of tbem cannot possibly

hear, how can I help supposing they are actually

possessed by a spirit more absurd and pernicious

than any thing we meet with in the precincts of

Bedlam? In all probability, the proprietors of

this, and other public gardens of inferior note, in

the skirts of the metropolis, are, in some shape,

connected with the faculty of physic, and the com-

pany of undertakers ; for, considering that eager-

ness in the pursuit of what is called pleasure, which

now predominates through every rank and deno-

mination of life, I am persuaded that more gouts,

rheumatisms, catarrhs, and consumptions, are caught

in these nocturnal pastimes, sub dio, than from all

the risks and accidents to which a life of toil and

danger is exposed.

These and other observations which I have made
in this excursion, will shorten my stay in London,

and send me back with a double relish to my soli-

tude and mountains ; but I shall return by a

different route from that which brought me to

town. I have seen some old friends, who constantly

resided in this virtuous metropolis, but they are so

changed in manners and disposition, that we hardly

know or care for one another. In our journey

from Bath, my sister Tabby provoked me into a

transport of passion ;
during which, like a man who

has drank himself pot-valiant, I talked to her iu

such a style of authority and resolution, as produced

a most blessed effect. She and her dog have been

remarkably quiet and orderly ever since this ex-

postulation. How long this agreeable calm will

last, Heaven above knows. I flatter myself the

exercise of travelling has been of service to my
health; a circumstance which encourages me to

proceed in my projected expedition to the north.

But I must, in the mean time, for the benefit and

amusement of my pupils, explore the depths of

this chaos, this misshapen and monstrous capital,

without head or tail, members or proportion.

Thomas was so insolent to my sister on the road,

that I was obliged to turn him off abruptly, betwixt

Chippenham and Marlborough, where our coach

was overturnea. The fellow was always sullen and

selfish ; but if he should return to the country, you

may give him a character for honesty and sobriety ;

and, provided he behaves with proper respect to

the family, let him have a couple of guineas in the

name of, yours always,

London, May 29. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Miss L^titia Willis, at Gloucester.

My dear Letty,—Inexpressible was the plea-

sure I received from yours of the 25th, which was

last night put into my hands by Mrs. Brentwood,

the milliner, from Gloucester. I rejoice to hear

that my worthy governess is in good health, and,

still more, that "she no longer retains any displeasure

towards her poor Liddy. I am sorry you have

lost the society of the agreeable Miss Vaughan
;

but, I hope, you won't have cause much longer to

regret the departure of your school-companions, as

I make no doubt but your parents will, in a little

time, bring you into the world, where you are so

well qualified to make a distinguished figure. When
that is the case, I flatter myself you and I shall
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meet again and be happy together, and even
improve the friendship which we contracted in our
tender years This at least I can promise, it shall
not be ior the want of my utmost endeavours if
our intimacy does not continue for life.
About five days ago we arrived in London, after

an easyjourney from Bath
;
during which, however

we were overturned, and met with some other little
incidents, which had like to have occasioned a
misunderstanding betwixt my uncle and aunt ; but
now, thank God, they are happily reconciled

; we
live in harmony together, and every day make
parties to see the wonders of this vast metropolis
which, however, I cannot pretend to describe • for
I have not as yet seen one hundredth part of its
curiosities, and I am quite in a maze of admiration

1 he cities of London and Westminster are spread
out to an incredible extent. The streets, squares
rows, lanes, and alleys are innumerable. Palaces'
public buildings, and churches, rise in every quar'
ter

;
and, among these last, St. Paul's appears with

the most astonishing preeminence. Thev say it is
not so large as St. Peter's at Rome

; but, for myown part, I can have no idea of any earthly temple
more grand and magnificent.

But even these superb objects are not so striking
as the crowds of people that swarm in the srreets°
I at first imagined, that some great assembly was"
just dismissed and wanted to stand aside till the
multitude should pass; but this human tide con-
tinues to flow, without interruption or abatement
from morn till night. Then there is such an infinity
of gay equipages, coaches, chariots, chaises, and
other carriages, continually rolling and shifting
before your eyes, that one's head grows giddy
looking at them

; and the imagination is quite con-
founded with splendour and variety. Nor is the
prospect by water less grand and astonishing than
that by land. You see three stupendous bnd-es
joining the opposite banks of a broad deep Ind
rapid river; so vast, so stately, so elegant! that
they seem to be the work of the giants. Betwixt
them, the whole surface of the Thames is covered
with small vessels, barges, boats, and wherries
passing to and fro

; and below the three bridges'
such a prodigious forest of masts, for miles toge-
ther, that you would think all the ships in the
universe were here assembled. All that you read
of wealth and grandeur, in the Arabian Nights
Entertainment, and the Persian Tales, concerning
Bagdad, Diarbekir, Damascus, Ispahan, and Samar-
kand, is here realized.

Ranelagh looks like the enchanted palace of a
genius, adorned with the most exquisite perform-
ances of painting, carving, and gilding, enlightened
with a thousand golden lamps, that emulate the
noonday sun; crowded with the great, the rich, the
gay, the happy and the fair

; glittering with cloth
ot gold and silver, lace, embroidery, and precious
St°°"-

.
™ mle these exulting sons" and daughters

of felicity tread this round of pleasure, or regale
in different parties, and separate lodges, with fine
imperial tea and other delicious refreshments, their
ears are entertained with the most ravishing delights
ot music, both instrumental and vocal. There Iheard the famous Tenducci, a thing from Italy—it
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and it warbled so divinely, that, while I listened! freally thought myself in paradise
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At nine o clock, in a charming moonlight even-
ing, we embarked at Ranelagh for Vauxhall, in awherry so light and slender, that we looked like somany fames sailing in a nutshell My uncle,being apprehensive of catching cold upon thewater went round in the coach, and my aunt wouldhave accompanied him; but he would not suffer me
to go by water if she went by land : and therefore
she favoured us with her company, as she perceived

\r.
» cuposity to make this agreeable voyage

After an the vessel ^ sufficiem] loaded
' »

r
besides the waterman, there was my brother Jerry'and a friend of his, one Mr. Barton, a country
gentleman of a good fortune, who had dined at our
house. The pleasure of this little excursion was,
however, damped, by my being sadly frightened a^our landing; where there was a terrible confusion
of wherries, and a crowd of people bawling, and
swearing, and quarrelling

;
nay, a parcel of ugly-

ooking fellows came running into the water, and
laid hold on our boat with great violence, to pull it
ashore; nor would they quit their hold till my
brother struck one of them over the head with his
cane. But this flutter was fully recompensed by the
pleasures of Vauxhall ; which I no sooner entered
than 1 was dazzled and confounded with the
variety of beauties that rushed all at once upon my
eye Image to yourself, my dear L«tty, a spacioti
ga
^t

D
' Pt

rt
a
laid out in delightful walks, bounded

with high hedges and trees, and paved with gravel •

part exhibiting a wonderful assemblage of the most
picturesque and striking objects, pavilions, lodges
groves, grottoes, lawns, temples, and cascades'
porticoes, colonnades, and rotundas

; adorned with
pillars, statues, and painting : the whole illuminated
with an infinite number of lamps, disposed in dif-
ierent figures of suns, stars, and constellations

; the
place crowded with the gayest company, ranging
through those blissful shades, or supping in different
lodges on cold collations, enlivened with mirth
ireedom, and good humour, and animated by an
excellent band of music. Among the vocal per-
formers, I had the happiness to hear the celebrated

• ~i
'
whoSe V01ce was 50 loud and so shril l that

it made my head ache through excess of pleasure.
In about half an hour after we arrived, we were

joined by my uncle, who did not seem to relish the
place Reople of experience and infirmity, my
dear Letty, see with very different eyes from those
that such as you and I make use of. Our evening's
entertainment was interrupted by an unlucky ac-
cident. In one of the remotest walks we were
surprised with a sudden shower, that set the whole
company a-running, and drove us in heaps, one
upon another, into the rotunda; where my uncle
finding himself wet, began to be very peevish and
urgent to be gone. My brother went to look for a
coach, and found it with much difficulty ; but as it
could not hold us all, Mr. Barton staid behind. It
was some time before the carriage could be brought
up to the gate, in the confusion, notwithstanding the
utmost endeavours of our new footman, Humphry
thnker, who lost a scratch periwig, and got a
broken head in the scuffle. The moment we were
seated, my aunt pulled off my uncle's shoes, and
carefully wrapped his poor feet in her capuchin

;

then she gave him a mouthful of cordial, which she
always keeps in her pocket, and his clothes were
shifted as soon as we arrived at our .od°ings ; sc
that, blessed be God, he escaped a severe cold, o.
which he was in great terror.
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As for Mr. Barton, I must tell you in confidence,

lie was a little particular ;
but, perhaps, I mistake

his complaisance ; aDd I wish I may for his sake.

You know the condition ofmy poor heart; which,

in spite of hard usage—and yet I ought not to com-

plain ; nor will I, till farther information.

Besides Ranelagh and Vauxhall, I have been at

Mrs. Cornely's assembly, which, for the rooms, the

company, the dresses, and decorations, surpasses all

description ; but as I have no great turn for card-

playing, I have not yet entered thoroughly into the

spirit of the place. Indeed, I am still such a country

hoyden, that I can hardly find patience to be put in

a condition to appear, yet I was not above six hours

under the hands of the hair-dresser, who stuffed my
head with as much black wool as would have made

a quilted petticoat ;
and, after all, it was the smallest

head in the assembly, except my aunt's. She, to be

sure, was so particular with her rumpt gown and

petticoat, her scanty curls, her lappet-head, deep

triple ruffles, and high stays, that every body looked

at her with surprise; some whispered, and some

tittered ; and Lady Griskin, by whom we were in-

troduced, flatly told her she was twenty good years

behind the fashion.

Lady Griskin is a person of fashion, to whom we
have the honour to be related. She keeps a small

rout at her own house, never exceeding ten or a

dozen card-tables ; but these are frequented by the

best company in town. She has been so obliging as

to introduce my aunt and me to some of her parti-

cular friends of quality, who treat us with the

most familiar good humour. We have once dined

with her, and she takes the trouble to direct us in

all our motions. I am so happy as to have gained

her good will to such a degree, that she sometimes

adjusts my cap with her own hands ; and she has

given me a kind invitation to stay with her all

the winter. This, however, has been cruelly de-

clined by my uncle, who seems to be, I know not

how, prejudiced against the good lady ; for, when-

ever my aunt happens to speak in her commenda-
tion, I observe that he makes wry faces, though he

says nothing
;
perhaps, indeed, these grimaces may

be the effect of pain arising from the gout and
rheumatism, with which he is sadly distressed. To
me, however, he is always good natured and gener

ous, even beyond my wish. Since we came hither,

he has made me a present of a suit of clothes, with

trimmings and laces, which cost more money than

I shall mention ; and Jery, at his desire, has given

me my mother's diamond drops, which are ordered

to be set anew ; so that it won't be his fault if I do

not glitteramong the stars of the fourth or fifth mag-
nitude. I wish my weak head may not grow giddy

in the midst of all this gallantry and dissipation

;

though as yet I can safeiy declare I could gladly

give up all these tumultuous pleasures for country

solitude, and a happy retreat with those we love;

among whom my dear Willis will always possess

the first place in the breast of her ever affectionate

London, May 31. LYDIA MELFORD.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, of Jesus College,

Oxon.

Dear Phillips,—I send you this letter, franked

by our old friend Barton ; who is as much altered

as it was possible for a man of his kidney to be.

Instead of the careless indolent sloven we knew at

Oxford. I found him a busy talkative politician, a

petit maitre in his dress, and a ceremonious courtier

in his manners. He has not gall enough in hir

constitution to be inflamed with the rancour of party,

so as to deal in scurrilous invectives ; but since he

obtained a place, he is become a warm partizan

of the ministry, and sees every thing through such

an exaggerated medium, as to me, who am happily

of no party, is altogether incomprehensible. With-

out all doubt, the fumes of faction not only disturb

the faculty of reason, but also pervert the organs of

sense ; and I would lay an hundred guineas to ten,

that, if Barton on one" side, and the most consci-

entious patriot in the opposition on the other, were

to draw, upon honour, the picture of the k or

m , you and I, who are still uninfected and un-

biassed, would find both painters equally distant

from the truth. One thing, however, must be

allowed for the honour of Barton—he never breaks

out into illiberal abuse, far less endeavours, by in-

famous calumnies, to blast the moral character of

any individual on the other side.

Ever since we came hither he has been remark-

ably assiduous in his attention to our family ;
an

attention, which, in a man of his indolence and avo-

cations, I should have thought altogether odd, and

even unnatural, had I not perceived that my sister

Liddy has made some impreseion upon his heart. I

can't say that I have any objection to his trying his

fortune in this pursuit ; if an opulent estate and a

great stock of good nature are sufficient qualifica-

tions in a husband, to render the marriage-state

happy for life, she may be happy with Barton. But

I imagine there is something else required to engage

and secure the affection of a woman of sense and

delicacy ;
something which nature has denied our

friend. Liddy seems to be of the same opinion.

When he addresses himself to her in discourse, she

seems to listen with reluctance, and industriously

avoids all particular communication ; but in propor-

tion to her coyness, our aunt is coming. Mrs. Ta-

bitha goes more than halfway to meet his advances

;

she mistakes, or affects to mistake, the meaning of

his courtesy, which is rather formal and fulsome ;

she returns his compliments with hyperbolical

interest, she persecutes him with her civilities at

table, she appeals to him for ever in conversation,

she sighs, and flirts, and ogles, and by her hideous

affectation and impertinence, drives the poor courtier

to the very extremity of his complaisance :
in short,

she seems to have undertaken the siege of Barton's

heart, and carries on her approaches in such a des-

perate manner, that I don't know whether he will not

be obliged to capitulate. In the mean time his aver-

sion to this inamorata struggling with his acquired

affability, and his natural fear of giving offence,

throws him into a kind of distress which is ex-

tremely ridiculous.

Two days ago he persuaded my uncle and me to

accompany him to St. James's, where he undertook

to make us acquainted with the persons of all the

great men in the kingdom ; and, indeed, there was

a great assemblage of distinguished characters, for

it was a high festival at court. Our conductor per-

formed his promise with great punctuality. He
pointed out almost every individual of both sexes,

and generally introduced them to our notice with a

flourish of panegyric. Seeing the king approach,
" There comes," said he, " the most amiable sove-

reign that ever swayed the sceptre of England ;

the delicia hitmani generis; Augustus, in patronizing

merit ; Titus Vespasian, in generosity ;
Trajan, in
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beneficence
; and Marcus Aurelius, in philosophy.A very honest, kind-hearted gentleman," addedmy uncle, " he s too good for the times. A king of

England should have a spice of the devil in his
composition." Barton then turning to the Duke of
.V, ? Proceeded— You know the Duke; that
illustrious hero, who trod rebellion under his feetand secured us in possession of every thing we
ought to hold dear as Englishmen and Christians.
Mark what an eye, how penetrating, yet pacific !what dignity m his mien ! what humanity in his
aspect. Even malice must own that he is one of
the greatest officers in Christendom." " I think he
be, said Mr. Bramble, "but who are these youno-
gentlemen that stand beside him?" "Those'"
cried our friend, "those are his royal nephews; the
princes of the blood. Sweet young princes ' the
sacred pledges of the Protestant line; so spirited
so sensible, so princely—" " Yes

; very sensible ?

very spirited ;" said my uncle interrupting him "but
see the queen! ha, there's the queen. There's the
queen Met me see-let me see—Where are my
glasses ? ha

! there's meaning in that eve—There's
sentiment—There's expression. Well, Mr. Bartonwhat figure do you call next?" The next person
he pointed out, was the favourite yearl; who stood
solitary by one of the windows.— "Behold yon
northern star," said he, "shorn of his beams-"
What! the Caledonian luminary, that lately

blazed so bright in our hemisphere ! methinks at
present it glimmers through a fog; like Saturn
without his ring, bleak and dim, and distant. Ha
there s the other great phenomenon, the grand
pensionary,

_
that weathercock of patriotism that

veers about ,n every point of the political compass,and still feels the wind of popularity in his tail. Pie
too, like a portentous comet, has risen again above
the court horizon; but how long he will continue
to ascend, it is not easy to foretel, considering his
great eccentricity. Who are those two satellites
that attend his motions ?" When Barton told him
their names, " To their character," said Mr. Bram-
ble, ' I am no stranger. One of them, without aarop of red blood in his veins, has a cold, intoxicat-
ing vapour m his head ; and rancour enough in his
heart to inoculate and affect a whole nation The
other is, I hear, intended for a share in the ad n
and the pensionary vouches for his being duly
qualmed. The only instance I ever heard of his
sagacity was his deserting his former patron,when he found him declining in power, and in dis-
grace with the people. Without principle, talent,
or inte.ligence, he is ungracious as a hog, greedy
as a vulture, and thievish as a jackdaw

;
but, it must

be owned, he is no hypocrite. He pretends to no
virtue, and takes no pains todisaruise his character
His ministry will be atten led with one advantage •

no man will be disappointed by his breach of pro-
mise as no mortal ever trusted to his word Iwonder how Lord first discovered this happy
genius, and for what purpose Lord has now
adopted him. But one would think, that as amber
Has a power to attract dirt, and straws, and chaff
a minister is endued with the same kind of facultv'
toltck up every knave and blockhead in his way—"
i is eu ogium was interrupted by the arrival of the

with fh f 1 Wh°' S(
l ueezing ™° the circlewith a busy face of importance, thrust his headinto every countenance, as if he had been in search

thinrof
b0d>
\t0 "h°m he wanted to i™P^ some-thing of great consequence. My unclef who had
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been formerly known to him, bowed as he passed,and the duke, seeing himself saluted so respectfullyby a well-dressed person, was not slow in returning
the courtesy He even came up, and taking him
cordially by the hand, "My dear friend, Mr. A- "
said he, " I am rejoiced to see you. How long
have you been come from abroad > How did you
leave our good friends the Dutch? The kin<r of
Brussia don t think of another war, ah ' He's a
great king

! a great conqueror! a very great con-
queror. Your Alexanders and Hannibals were
nothing at all to him, Sir-Corporals! drummers'
dross! mere trash— D—n'd trash, heh?" His
grace being by this time out of breath, my uncle
took the opportunity to tell him he had not been

*TA ?n§la?d>
that hi« name was Bramble, and

that he had the honour to sit in the last parliament
but one of the late king, as representative for the
borough of Dymkymraig. "Odso!" cried the
duke I remember you perfectly well, my dear
Mr. Bramble. You was always a good and loyal
subject—a staunch friend to administration—I made
your brother an Irish bishop-" " Pardon me, my
lord, said the sqmre, " I once had a brother, but
he was a captain in the army—" "Ha '" said his
grace, " he was so—He was indeed ! But who was
the bishop then? Bishop Blackberry-sure it was
-Bishop Blackberry— perhaps some relation of

uncle, the blackberry is the fruit of the bramble—but I believe the bishop is not a berry of our

u
llS

,»
more he is

'
n° more he is, ha, haha! exclaimed the duke, "there you give me a

scratch, good Mr. Bramble, ha, ha, ha!—Well I
shall be glad to see you at Lincoln's-inn-fields—
you know the way—times are altered. Though Ihave lost the power I retain the inclination.—Your
very humble servant, good Mr. Blackberry—" So
saying, he shoved to another corner of the room
What a fine old gentleman !" cried Mr. Barton
what spirits

! what a memory !—He never forgets
an old friend." " He does me too much honour "

observed our squire, " to rank me among the num-
ber. \V hilst I sat in parliament. I never voted with
the ministry but three times, when my conscience
told me they were in the right. However, if he
still keeps levee, I will carry my nephew thither,
that he may see, and learn to avoid the scene ; for I
think an English gentleman never appears to such
disadvantage, as at the levee of a minister. Of his
grace I shall say nothing at present, but that for
thirty years he was the constant and common butt
ol ridicule and execration. He was generally
laughed at as an ape in politics, whose office and
influence served only to render his folly the more
notorious; and the opposition cursed him as the
indefatigable drudge ofa first mover, who was justly
styled and stigmatized as the father of corruption
hut this ridiculous ape, this venal drudge, no sooner
lost the places he was so ill qualified to fill, and
unfurled the banners of faction, than he was meta-
morphosed into a pattern of public virtue ; the
very people who reviled him before, now extolled
him to the skies, as a wise, experienced statesman,
chiet pillar of the protestant succession, and corner-
stone of English liberty. I should be glad to know
how Mr. Barton reconciles these contradictions
without obliging us to resign all title to the privi-
lege ofcommon sense." "My dear sir," answered
l.arton, " I don't pretend to justify the extrava-
gancies of the multitude, who I suppose were as
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wild in their former censure, as in their present

praise ; but I shall be very glad to attend you on

Thursday next to his grace's levee ; -where, I am
afraid, we shall not be crowded with company

;

for, you know, there's a wide difference between

his present office of president of the council, and
his former post of first lord commissioner of the

treasury.

This communicative friend having announced
all the remarkable characters of both sexes that

appeared at court, we resolved to adjourn, and re-

tired. At the foot of the staircase, there was a

crowd of lacqueys and chairmen, and in the midst

of them stood Humphry Clinker, exalted upon a

stool, with his hat in one hand, and a paper in the

other, in the act of holding forth to the people.

Before we could inquire into the meaning of this

exhibition, he perceived his master, thrust the paper

into his pocket, descended from his elevation,

bolted through the crowd, and brought up the

carriage to the gate.

My uncle said nothing till we were seated, when,

after having looked at me earnestly for some time, he

burst out a laughing, and asked me if I knew upon
what subject Clinker was holding forth to the mob ?

" If," said he, " the fellow has turned mountebank,

I must turn him out of my service, otherwise he'll

make Merry Andrews ofus all." I observed, that,

in all probability, he had studied physic under his

master, who was a farrier.

At dinner, the squire asked him if he had ever

practised physic ? " Yes, and please your honour,"

said he, " among brute beasts ; but I never meddle
with rational creatures." "I know not whether

you rank in that class the audience you was haran-

guing in the court at St. James's, but I should be

glad to know what kind of powders you was dis-

tributing, and whether you had a good sale." " Sale,

sir," cried Clinker, " I hope I shall never be base

enough to sell for gold and silver what freely comes

of God's grace. I distributed nothing, an' like your

honour, but a word of advice to my fellows in

servitude and sin." "Advice! concerning what?"
" Concerning profane swearing, an' please your
honour ; so horrid and shocking, that it made my
hair stand on end." " Nay, if thou canst cure them
of that disease, I shall think thee a wonderful doctor

indeed." " Why not cure them, my good master ?

the hearts of those poor people are not so stubborn

as your honour seems to think. Make them first

sensible that you have nothing in view but their

good, then they will listen with patience, and easily

be convinced of the sin and folly of a practice that

affords neither profit nor pleasure." At this re-

mark our uncle changed colour, and looked round

the company, conscious that his own withers were

not altogether unwrung. " But, Clinker," said he,

" if you should have eloquence enough to persuade

the vulgar to resign those tropes and figures of

rhetoric, there will be little or nothing left to dis-

tinguish their conversation from that of their

betters." "But then, your honour knows, their

conversation will be void of offence ; and at the day

of judgment, there will be no distinction of persons."

Humphry going down stairs to fetch up a

bottle of wine, my uncle congratulated his sister

upon having such a reformer in the family,

when Mrs. Tabitha declared he was a sober

civilized fellow, very respectful, and very indus-

trious, and, she believed, a good Christian into

the bargain. One would think Clinker must really

have some very extraordinary talent to ingratiate

himself in this manner with a virago of her cha-

racter, so fortified against him with prejudice and
resentment ; but the truth is, since the adventure

of Salthill, Mrs. Tabby seems to be entirely changed.

She has left off scolding the servants, an exercise

which was grown habitual, and even seemed neces-

sary to her constitution, and is become so indifferent

to Chowder, as to part with him in a present to

Lady Griskin, who proposes to bring the breed of

him into fashion. Her ladyship is the widow of

Sir Timothy Griskin, a distant relation of our

family. She enjoys a fortune of five hundred

pounds a-year, and makes shift to spend three times

that sum. Her character, before marriage, was a

little equivocal, but at present she lives in the bon

ton, keeps card-tables, gives private suppers to

select friends, and is visited by persons of the first

fashion. She has been remarkably civil to us all,

and cultivates my uncle with the most particular

regard ; but the more she strokes him, the more his

bristles seem to rise. To her compliments he

makes very laconic and dry returns. T'other day
she sent us a pottle of fine strawberries, which he

did not receive without signs of disgust, muttering

from the iEneid, Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.

She has twice called for Liddy, of a forenoon, to

take an airing in the coach ; but Mrs. Tabby was
always so alert (I suppose by his direction,) that

she never could have the niece without the aunt's

company. I have endeavoured to sound Squaretoes

on this subject, but he carefully avoids all expla-

nation.

I have now, dear Phillips, filled a whole sheet,

and if you have read it to an end, I dare say you
are as tired as your humble servant,

London, June 2. J. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

Yes, Doctor, I have seen the British Museum,
which is a noble collection, and even stupendous, if

we consider it was made by a private man, a phy-

sician, who was obliged to make his own fortune at

the same time ; but, great as the collection is, it

would appear more striking if it was arranged in

one spacious saloon, instead of being divided into

different apartments, which it does not entirely fill.

I could wish the series of medals was connected,

and the whole of the animal, vegetable, and mineral

kingdoms completed, by adding to each, at the

public expense, those articles that are wanting. It

would likewise be a great improvement, with respect

to the library, if the deficiencies were made up by
purchasing all the books of character that are not

to be found already in the collection. They might

be classed in centuries, according to the dates of

their publication, and catalogues printed of them
and the manuscripts, for the information of those

that want to consult or compile from such authori-

ties. I could also wish, for the honour of the

nation, that there was a complete apparatus for a

course of mathematics, mechanics, and experimental

philosophy, and a good salary settled upon an able

professor, who should give regular lectures on these

subjects.

But this is all idle speculation, which will never

be reduced to practice. Considering the temper of

the times, it is a wonder to see any institution

whatsoever established for the benefit of the public.

The spirit of party is risen to a kind of phrenzy,

unknown to former ages, or rather degenerated to

a total extinction of honesty and candour. You
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know I have observed, for some time, that the
public papers are become the infamous vehicles of
the most cruel and perfidious defamation. Every
rancorous knave, every desperate iucendiary, that
can afford to spend half-a-crown or three shillingsmay skulk behind the press of a newsmonger, and
have a stab at the first character in the kingdom
without running the least hazard of detection or
punishment.

I have made acquaintance with a Mr Bartonwhom Jerry knew at Oxford; agood sort of a man'
though most ridiculously warped in his political
principles

; but his partiality is the least offensive
as it never appears in the style of scurrility and
abuse. He is a member of parliament, and a re-
tainer to the court ; und his whole conversation
turns upon the virtues and perfections of the
ministers who are his patrons. T'other day, when
fie was bedaubing one of those worthies with
the most fulsome praise, I told him I had seen the
same nobleman characterized very differently in
one of the daily papers

; indeed, so stigmatized,
that if one half of what was said of him was true
he must be not only unfit to rule, but even unfit to
live

;
that those impeachments had been repeated

again and again, with the addition of fresh matter •

and that, as he had taken no steps towards his own
vindication I began to think there was some
foundation for the charge. " And pray, sir," said
Mr. iSarton, " what steps would vou have him take ?buppose you should prosecute the publisher, who
screens the anonymous accuser, and brin<r him to
the pillory for a libel ; this is so far from beina-
counted a punishment in terrorem, that it will
probably make his fortune. The multitude imme-
diately take him mto their protection, as a martyr
to the cause of defamation, which they have always
espoused. They pay his fine, they contribute to
the increase of his stock, his shop is crowded with
customers, and the sale of his paper rises in propor-
tion to the scandal it contains. All this time the
prosecutor is inveighed against as a tyrant and op-
pressor, for having chosen to proceed by the way
of information, which is deemed a grievance

; butU he lays an action for damages he must prove the
damage, and I leave you to judge whether a gen-
tleman s character may not be brought into con-
tempt, and all his views in life blasted by calumny
without his being able to specify the particulars of
the damage he has sustained.

" This spirit of defamation is a kind of heresy
that thrives under prosecution. The liberty of the
press is a term of great efficacy, and, like that of
the Frotestant religion, has often served the purposes
of sedition. A minister, therefore, must arm him-
self with patience, and bear those attacks without
repining. Whatever mischief they may do in
other respects, they certainly contribute, in one
particular, to the advantage of government, for
those defamatory articles have multiplied papersm such a manner, and augmented their sale to such
a degree, that the duty upon stamps and advertise-
ments has made a very considerable addition to the
revenue." Certain it is, a gentleman's honour is avery delicate subject to be handled by a jury com-
posed of men who cannot be supposed remarkable
either lor sentiment or impartiality. In such a
case, indeed, the defendant is tried, not only by his

?hT*ftf n
alsoby his Parfy; "nd I really think.

JlL I
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'
he is the most ^solute who

exposes himself to such detraction for the sake of

his country. If, from the ignorance or partiality
oi juries, a gentleman can have no redress from
law lor being defamed in a pamphlet or newspaper,
1 know but one other method of proceeding against
the publisher, which is attended with some risk
but has been practised successfully, more than once
in my remembrance. A regiment of horse was
represented, in one of the newspapers, as bavin e
misbehaved at Dettingen ; a captain of that regiment
broke the publisher's bones, telling him, at the same
time, il he went to law he should certainly have
the like salutation from every officer of the corps
Governor took the same satisfaction on the
nos of an author, who traduced him by name in a
periodical paper. I know a low fellow of the same
class, who, being turned out of Venice for his im-
pudence and scurr.lity, retired to Lugano, a town
ol the Orisons, a free people, God wot, where he
found a printing-press, from whence he squirted
his huh at some respectable characters in the re-
public which he had been obliged to abandon
home of these, finding him out of the reach of
legal chastisement, employed certain useful instru-
ments, such as may be found in all countries, to
give him the bastinado, which, being repeated more
than once, effectually stopped the current of his
abuse.

As for the liberty of the press, like every other
privilege, it must he restrained within certain
bounds, for if it is carried to a breach of law, re-
ligion, and charity, it becomes one of the greatest
evils that ever annoyed the community. If the
lowest ruffian may stab your good name with
impunity in England, will you be so uncandid as
to exclaim against Italy for the practice of common
assassination ? To what purpose is our property
secured if our moral character is left defenceless

!

People thus baited grow desperate, and the despair
of being able to preserve one's character untainted
by such vermin, produces a total neglect of fame,
so that one of the chief incitements to the practice
of virtue is effectually destroyed.
Mr. Barton's last consideration, respecting the

stamp-duty, is equally wise and laudable with an-
other mazim which has been long adopted by our
financiers, namely, to connive at drunkenness, riot,
and dissipation, because they enhance the receipt of
the excise; not reflecting that, in providing this
temporary convenience, "they are destroying the
morals, health, and industry of the people. Not-
withstanding my contempt for those who flatter a
minister, I think there is something still more de-
spicable in flattering a mob. When I see a man of
birth, education, and fortune, put himself on a level
with the dregs of the people, mingle with low
mechanics, feed with them at the same board,
and drink with them in the same cup, flatter
their prejudices, harangue in praise of their virtues,
expose themselves to the belchings of the beer, the
fumes of their tobacco, the grossness of their fami-
liarity, and the impertinence of their conversation,
I cannot help despising him, as a man guilty of the
vilest prostitution, in order to effect a purpose
equally selfish and illiberal.

I should renounce politics the more willingly, if
I could find other topics of conversation discussed
with more modesty and candour ; but the demon of
party seems to have usurped every department of
life. Even the world of literature and taste is di-
vided into the most virulent factions, which revile,
decry, and tradure the works of one another. Yes-
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tcrday I went to return an afternoon's visit to a

gentleman of my acquaintance, at whose house I

found one of the authors of the present age, who
has written with some success. As I had read one

or two of his performances, which gave me plea-

sure, I was glad of this opportunity to know his

person ; but his discourse and deportment destroyed

all the impressions which his writings had made in

his favour. He took upon him to decide dogmati-

cally upon every subject, without deigning to show

the least cause for his differing from the general

opinions of mankind, as if it had been our duty to

acquiesce in the ipse dixit of this new Pythagoras.

He rejudged the characters of all the principal au-

thors, who had died within a century of the present

time ;
and, in this revision, paid no sort of regard

to the reputation they had acquired. Milton was

harsh and prosaic, Dryden languid and verbose,

Butler and Swift without humour, Congreve with-

out wit, and Pope destitute of any sort of poetical

merit ; as for his contemporaries, he could not bear

to hear one of them mentioned with any degree of

applause ;
they were all dunces, pedants, plagiaries,

quacks, and impostors ; and you could not name a

single performance but what was tame, stupid, and

insipid. It must be owned, that this writer had

nothing to charge his conscience with on the side

of flattery ;
for, I understand, he was never known

to praise one line that was written even by those

with whom he lived in terms of good fellowship.

This arrogance and presumption, in depreciating

authors for whose reputation the company may be

interested, is such an insult upon the understanding,

as I could not bear without wincing.

I desired to know his reasons for decrying some

works which had afforded me uncommon pleasure

;

and, as demonstration did not seem to be his talent,

I dissented from his opinion with great freedom.

Having been spoiled by the deference and humility

of his "hearers, he did not bear contradict ion with

much temper ; and the dispute might have grown

warm, had it not been interrupted by the entrance

of a rival bard, at whose appearance he always quits

the place. They are of different cabals, and have

been at open war these twenty years. If the other

was dogmatical, this genius was declamatory ; he

did not discourse, but harangue ; and his ora-

tions were equally tedious and turgid. He too

pronounced ex cathedra upon the characters of

his contemporaries ; and though he scruples not to

deal out praise even lavishly, to the lowest reptile

in Grub-street, who will either flatter him in pri-

vate, or mount the public rostrum as his panegyrist,

he damns all the other writers of the age with the

utmost insolence and rancour. One is a blunder-

buss, as being a native of Ireland ; another a half-

starved louse of literature, from the banks of the

Tweed ; a third an ass, because he enjoys a pension

from government; a fourth the very angel of d ill-

ness, because he succeeded in a species of writing

in which this Aristarchus had failed ; a fifth, who

presumed to make strictures upon one of his per-

formances, he holds as a bug in criticism, whose

strength is more offensive than his sting; in short,

except himself and his myrmidons, there is not a

man of learning or genius in the three kingdoms.

As for the success of those who have written with-

out the pale of this confederacy, he imputes it en-

tirely to want of taste in the public ; not considering,

that to the approbation of that very tasteless public,

he himself owes all the consequence he has in life.

Those originals are not fit for conversation. If

they would maintain the advantage they have

gained by their writing, they should never appear

but upon paper ; for my part, I am shocked to find

a man have sublime ideas in his head, and nothing

but illiberal sentiments in his heart. The human
soul will be generally found most defective in the

article of candour. I am inclined to think, no mind
was ever wholly exempt from envy, which, perhaps,

may have been implanted as an instinct essential to

our nature. I am afraid we sometimes palliate this

vice, under the specious name of emulation. I have

known a person remarkably generous, humane, mo-
derate, and apparently self-denying, who could not

hear even a friend commended, without betraying

marks of uneasiness ; as if that commendation had

implied an odious comparison to his prejudice, and

every wreath of praise added to the other's charac-

ter was a garland plucked from his own temples ;

this is a malignant species of jealousy, of which I

stand acquitted in my own conscience—whether it

is a vice or an infirmity I leave you to inquire.

There is another point which I would much ra-

ther see determined, whether the world was always

as contemptible as it appears to me at present ? If

the morals of mankind have not contracted an ex-

traordinary degree of depravity within these thirty

years, then must I be infected with the common
vice of old men, difficilis, querehis, laudator, temporis

acti; or, which is more probable, the impetuous

pursuits and avocations of youth have formerly

hindered me from observing those rotten parts of

human nature, which now appear so offensively to

my observation.

We have been at court and 'change, and every

where; and every where we find food for spleen,

and subject for ridicule. My new servant, Hum-
phry Clinker, turns out a great original, and Tabby

is a changed creature ; she has parted with Chow-

der, and does nothing but smile, like Malvolio in

the play ; I'll be hanged if she is not acting a part

which is not natural to her disposition, for some

purpose which I have not yet discovered.

With respect to the characters of mankind, my
curiosity is quite satisfied ; I have done with the

science of men, and must now endeavour to amuse

myself with the novelty of things. I am at present,

by a violent effort of the mind, forced from my
natural bias ; but this power ceasing to act, I shall

return to my solitude with redoubled velocity.

Every thing I see, and hear, and feel, in this great

reservoir of folly, knavery, and sophistication, con-

tributes to enhance the value of a country life, in

the sentiments of Yours always,

London, June 8. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Brambletonhall.

Dear Mary Jones,—Lady Griskin's butler, Mr.

Crumb, having got 'squire Barton to frank me a

kiver, I would not neglect to let you know how it

is with me and the rest of the family.

I could not rite by John Thomas, for because he

went away in a huff, at a minute's warning. He
and Chowder could not agree, and so they fitt upon

the road, and Chowder bit his thumb, and he swore

he would do him a mischief, and he spoke saucy to

mistress, whereby the 'squire turned him off in

gudgeon ; and by God's providence we picked up

another footman, called Umphry Klinker, a good

sole as ever broke bread ; which shows that a scalded

cat may pruve a good mouser, and a hound be

1
i
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stanch, thof he has got narro hare on his buttocks

:

but the proudest nose may be bro't baor to the
grindstone by sickness and misfortunes.
O Molly, what shall I say of London ? All the

tnwns that ever I beheld in my born davs are no
more than "Welsh barrows and" erunilecks to this
wonderful sitty ! Even Bath itself is but a fillitch
in the naam of God, one would think there's no end
of the streets, but the Lands End. Then there's
such a power of people, going hurry skurry ! Such
a racket of coxes ! Such a noise and hali-balloo !

So many strange sites to be seen ! O gracious ! my
poor Welsh brain has been spinning like a top ever
since I came hither ! And I have seen the Park
and the Paleass of Saint Gimeses, and the kino-'s
and the queen's magisterial pursing, and the sweet
young princes, and the hillvfents, and pybald ass
and all the rest of the royal family.

Last week I went with mistress to the Tower, to
see the crowns and wild beastis ; and there was a
monstracious lion, with teeth half a quarter lono-
and a gentleman bid me not go near him, if°I
was'nt a maid

; being as how he would roar, and
tear, and play the dickens. Now I had no mind to
go near him

; for I cannot abide such dangerous
honeymils, not I—but mistress would go ; and the
beast kept such a roaring and bouncing, that I
tho t ne would a broke his cage, and devoured us
all

;
and the gentleman tittered forsooth

; but I'll
go to death upon it, I will, that mv ladv is as good
a nrchen as the child unborn

; and' therefore either
the gentleman told a phib, or the lion oft to be set
in the stocks for bearing false witness again his
neighbour: for the commandment saveth. Thou
shall not bearfalse witness against thy neighbour.

I was afterwards of a party at Sadler's Wells
where I saw such tumbling and dancing upon
ropes and wires, that I was frightened, and ready
to go into a fit-I thought it was all enchantment"';
and believing myself bewitched, began for to crv
1 ou knows as how the witches in Wales fly upo'n
broomsticks, but here was flving without anv
broomstick, or thing in the varsal world, and
faring of pistols in the air, and blowing of trumpets
and swinging, and rolling of wheel-barrows upon
a wire (God bliss us!) no thicker than a sewin°-
thread; that, to be sure, they must deal with the
devil. A fine gentleman with a pig's tail, and a
golden sord by his side, came to comfit me, and
obered for to treat me with a pint of wind ; but I
would not stay

; and so in going through the dark
passage, he began to show his cloven futt, and went
for to be rude

; my fellow-servant Umphry Klinker
bid him to be sivil, and he gave the young man a
dowse in the chops

; but, i'fackins, Mr. Clinker
wa n t long in his debt—with a good oaken saplin°-
he dusted his doublet, for all his golden chees?
toaster

; and, fipping me under his arm, carried me
nuom, I nose not how, being I was in such a flus-
tration. But, thank God ! I'm now vaned from all
such vanities

; for what are all those rarities and
vagaries to the glories that shall be revealed here-
after ? O Molly! let not your poor heart be puffed
up with vanitv.

I had almost forgot to tell vou, that I have hadmy hair cut and pippered, and singed, and bolstered,and buckled in the newest fashion, by a French
freezer. Parley vow Franrey—Vee Madmansell.
I now carries my head higher than arrow private
gentlewoman of Vales. Last night, coming huomfrom the meeting, I was taken bv lamp light for

an imminent poulterer's daughter, a great beauty
But as I was saying, this is all vanity and vexation
ot spirit. The pleasures of London are no better
than sower whey and stale cvder, when compared
to the joys of the New Gerusalem.
Dear Mary Jones ! An' please God, when \T

t
tl

u
n 1 bnDg you a new caP' with a turkey-

sheJ coom, and a pyehouse sermon, that was
preached in the tabernacle

; and I pray of all love,
you will mmd your vriting and vour spelling

; for,
craving your pardon, Mollv, it made me suet to
disseyffer your last scrabble, which was delivered
by the hmd at Bath. O, voman ! voman ! if thou
hadst but the least consumption of what pleasure
we scullers have, when we can cumster the crab-
bidst buck off hand, and spell the ethnitch vords,
without looking at the Primmer. As for Mr.
Klmker, he is qualified to be clerk to a parish.
But I'll say no more. Bemember me to Saul-
poor sole

!
it goes to mv hart to think she don't yet

know her letters. But all in God's good time. It
shall go hard, but I will bring her the ABC in
gingerbread

; and that, you nose, will be learning
to her taste.

Mistress says, we are going a long gurney to
the north

; but go where we will, I shall ever' be,
dear Mary Jones, yours with true infection.
London, June 3. WIN". JEXKINS.

To Sir Watktn Philips, Bart, ofJesus Coll. Oxon.
Dear Wat,—I mentioned in my last, my

uncle's design of going to the Duke ofN 's
levee, which design has been executed accordingly.
His Grace has been so long accustomed to this
kind of homage, that, though the place he now
fills does not imply the tenth part of the influence
which he exerted in his former office, he has given
his friends to understand, that they cannot oblige
him in any thing more than in contributing to sup-
port the shadow of that power which he no longer
retains in substance; and therefore he has stiil
public days, on which they appear at his levee.
My uncle and I went thither with Mr. Barton,

who, being one of the Duke's adherents, undertook
to be our introducer. The room was pretty well
filled with people, in a great variety of dress ; but
there was no more than one gown and cassock,
though I was told his grace had, while he was
minister, preferred almost every individual that
now filled the bench of bishops in the house of
Lords; but, in all probability, the gratitnde of the
clergy is like their charity, which shuns the light.
Mr. Barton was immediately accosted by a person
well stricken in years, tall and raw-boned, with a
hook nose, and an arch leer, that indicated at least
as much cunning as sagacity. Our conductor
saluted him by the name of Ca'ptain C , and
afterwards informed us he was a man of shrewd
parts, whom the government occasionally employed
in secret services. But I have had the history of him
more at large from another quarter. He had been,
many years ago, concerned in fraudulent practices,
as a merchant, in France

; and, being convicted of
some of them, was sent to the galleys, from whence
he was delivered by the interest of the late Duke
of Ormond, to whom he had recommended himself
in a letter, as his namesake and relation. He was,
in the sequel, employed by our ministry as a spy

;

and. in the war of 1740, traversed all Spain, as well
as France, in the disguise of a capuchin, at the
extreme hazard of his life, inasmuch as the Court
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of Madrid had actually got scent of him, and given

orders to apprehend him at St. Sebastian's, from
whence he had fortunately retired but a few hours

before the order arrived. This and other hair-

breadth 'scapes he pleaded so effectually as a merit

with the English ministry, that they allowed him a

comfortable pension, which he now enjoys in his

old age. He has still access to all the ministers,

and is said to be consulted by them on many sub-

lects, as a man of uncommon understanding and

great experience. He is in fact a fellow of some
parts, and invincible assurance ;

and, in his dis-

course, he assumes such an air of self-sufficiency,

as may very well impose upon some of the shallow

politicians who now labour at the helm of admini-

stration. But, if he is not belied, this is not the

only imposture of which he is guilty. They say,

he is at bottom not only a Roman Catholic, but

really a priest ;
and, while he pretends to disclose

to our state-pilots all the springs that move the

Cabinet of Versailles, he is actually picking up in-

telligence for the service of the French minister.

Be that as it may, Captain C entered into

conversation with us in the most familiar manner,

and treated the Duke's character without any cere-

mony. " This wiseacre (said he) is still a-bed

;

and, I think, the best thing he can do is to sleep

on till Christmas ; for, when he gets up, he does

nothing but expose his own folly. Since Grenville

was turned out, there has been no minister in this

nation worth the meal that whitened his periwig.

They are so ignorant, they scarce know a crab

from a cauliflower ; and then they are such dunces,

that there's no making them comprehend the

plainest proposition. In the beginning of the war,

this poor half-witted creature told me, in a great

fright, that thirty thousand French had marched
from Acadia to Cape Breton. "Where did they find

transports?" said I " Transports (cried he)! I tell

you they marched by land." " By land to the

island of Cape Breton !" " What ! is Cape Breton

an island ?" " Certainly." " Hah ! arc you sure

of that ?" When I pointed it out in the map, he

examined it earnestly with his spectacles ; then

taking me in his arms, " My dear C (cried

he) ! you always bring us good news. Egad ! I'll

go directly, and tell the king that Cape Breton is

an island."

He seemed disposed to entertain us with more
anecdotes of this nature, at the expense of his Grace,

when he was interrupted by the arrival of the Al-

gerine ambassador, a venerable Turk, with a long

white beard, attended by his dragoman, or inter-

preter, and another officer of his household, who
had got no stockings to his legs. Captain C
immediately spoke with an air of authority to a

servant in waiting, bidding'him go and tell the

Duke to rise, as there was a great deal of company
come, and, among others, the ambassador from

Algiers. Then turning to us, " This poor Turk,"

said he, " notwithstanding his grey beard, is a

green-horn. He has been several years resident

at London, and still is ignorant of our political re-

volutions. This visit is intended for the prime-

minister of England ; but you'll see how this wise

duke will receive it as a mark of attachment to his

own person." Certain it is, the Duke seemed eager

to acknowledge the compliment. A door opening

he suddenly bolted out, with a shaving cloth under

his chin, his face frothed up to the eyes with soap

lather
;
and, running up to the ambassador, grinned
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hideous in his face—" My dear Mahomet," said he,

"God love your long beard ; I hope the Dey will

make you a horse-tail at the next promotion, ha,

ha, ha ! Have but a moment's patience, and I'll

send to you in a twinkling." So saying, he re-

treated into his den, leaving the Turk in some con-

fusion. After a short pause, however, he said

something to his interpreter, the meaning of which
I had great curiosity to know, as he turned up his

eyes while he spoke, expressing astonishment,

mixed with devotion. We were gratified by means
of the communicative Captain C——,who conversed

with the dragoman as an old acquaintance. Ibrahim,

the ambassador, who had mistaken his Grace for

the minister's fool, was no sooner undeceived by
the interpreter, than he exclaimed to this effect :

—

" Holy prophet ! I don't wonder that this nation

prospers, seeing it is governed by the counsel of

idiots ; a species of men, whom all good mussulmen
revere as the organs of immediate inspiration

!"

Ibrahim was favoured with a particular audience of

short duration ; after which the Duke conducted

him to the door, and then returned to diffuse his

gracious looks among the crowd of his worshippers.

As Mr. Barton advanced to present me tohis Grace,

it was my fortune to attract his notice before I was
announced. He forthwith met me more than half

way, and seizing me by the hand, " My dear Sir

Francis," cried he, this is so kind—I vow to God !

I am so obliged—Such attention to a poor broken

minister—Well—pray when does your Excellency

sail ?—For God's sake have a care of your health,

and eat stewed prunes in the passage—Next to

your own precious health, pray, my dear Excel-

lency, take care of the five nations—Our good
friends the five nations—The Toryrories, the Mac-
colmacks, the Out-o'the-ways, the Crickets, and
the Kickshaws—Let 'em have plenty of blankets,

and stinkubus, and wampum ; and your Excellency

won't fail to scour the kettle, and boil the chain,

and bury the tree, and plant the hatchet—Ha, ha,

ha !" When he had uttered this rhapsody, with his

usual precipitation, Mr. Barton gave him to under-

stand that I was neither Sir Francis, nor St.

Francis ; but simply Mr. Melford, nephew to Mr.

Bramble ; who, stepping forward, made his bow at

the same time. " Odso ! no more it is Sir Francis,"

said this wise statesman—" Mr. Melford, I am glad

to see you—I sent you an engineer to fortify your

dock—Mr. Bramble—your servant, Mr. Bramble

—How d'ye, good Mr. Bramble—Your nephew is

a pretty young fellow—Faith and troth a very

pretty fellow !—His father is my old friend—How
does he hold it?—Still troubled with that d—ned

disorder, ha ?"—" No, my Lord," replied my uncle,

" all his troubles are over. He has been dead these

fifteen years."—" Dead ! how—Yes, faith ! now I

remember—He is dead, sure enough—Well, and

how—does the young gentleman stand for Haver-

ford West ? or—a—what d'ye—My dear Mr. Mil-

fordhaven, I'll do you all the service in my power

—I hope I have some credit left
—

" My uncle

then gave him to understand that I was still a

minor ; and that we had no intention to trouble

him at present for any favour whatsoever. " I

came hither with my nephew," added he, " to pay
our respects to your Grace ; and I may venture to

say, that his views and mine are at least as dis-

interested as those of any individual in this assem-

bly."—" My dear Mr. Brambleberry, you do me
infinite honour. I shall always rejoice to see you
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and your hopeful nephew, Mr. Milfordhaven. My
credit, such as it is, you may command. I wish we
had more friends of your kidney."

Then, turning to Captain C ," Ha, C !"

said he, '^what news, C ? IIow does the world
wag, ha ?"—" The world wags much after the old
fashion, my Lord," answered the Captain. "The
politicians of London and Westminster have begun
again to wag their tongues against vour Grace

;

and your short-lived popularity wags like a feather,'
which the next puff of anti-ministerial calumny
will blow away."—" A pack of rascals," cried the
Duke; "Tories, Jacobites, rebels; one half of
them would wag their heels at Tyburn, if they had
their desert." So saying, he wheeled about ; and
going round the levee, spoke to every individual,'
with the most courteous familiarity ; but he scarce
ever opened his mouth without making some blunder
in relation to the person or business of the paitv
with whom he conversed ; so that he really looked
like a comedian hired to burlesque the character of
a minister. At length a person of a very preposses-
sing appearance coming in, his Grace ran up, and
hugging him m his arms, with the appellation ofMy dear Ch—s !" led him forthwith into the inner
apartment, or Sanctum Sanctorum of this political
temple. « That," said Captain C ,

« is my friend
L— 1—

'
almost the only man of parts who has

any concern in the present administration. Indeed
he would have no concern at all in the matter if
the ministry did not find it absolutelv necessary' tomake use of his talents upon some particular occa-
sions. As for the common business of the nation
it is carried on in a constant routine by the clerks
ot the different offices, otherwise the wheels of Go-
vernment would be wholly stopped amidst the
abrupt succession of ministers, every one more
ignorant than his predecessor. I am thinking what
a fane hobble we should be in, if all the clerks of the
treasury, of the secretaries, the war-office, and the
admiralty, should take it in their heads to throw
up their places in imitation of the great pensioner
But to return to 0- T— ; he certainly knows
more than all the ministry and all the opposition, if
their heads were laid together, and talks like an
angel on a vast variety of subjects. He would really
be a great man, if he had any consistency or
stability of character. Then it must be owned, he
wants courage, otherwise he would never allow
himself to be cowed by the great political bullv, for
whose understanding he has justly a very great
contempt. I have seen him as much afraid of that
overbearing Hector, as ever school-boy was of his
pedagogue

;
and yet this Hector, I shrewdly sus-

pect, is no more than a craven at bottom. Besides
this defect, C has another, which he is at too
little pains to hide. There is no faith to be given
to his assertions, and no trust to be put in his pro-
mises. However, to give the devil his due, he is
very good-natured; and even friendly, when close
urged in the way of solicitation. As "for principle
that s out of the question. In a word, he is a wit and
an orator, extremely entertaining ; and he shines
very often at the expense even of those ministers
to whom he is a retainer. This is a mark of great im-
prudence, by which he has made them all his enemies
whatever face they may put upon the matter ; and
sooner or later, he'll have cause to wish he had
oeen able to keep his own counsel. I have several
times cautioned him on this subject ; but it is all
preaching to the desert. His vanity runs away with

his discretion." I could not help thinking the Cap-
tain himself might have been the better for some
hints of the same nature. His panegyric, excluding
principle and veracity, puts me in mind of a con-
test I once overheard, in the way of altercation
betwixt two apple-women in Spring Garden. One
ot those viragoes having hinted something to the
prejudice of the other's moral character, her anta-
gonist, setting her hands in her sides, replied
Speak out, hussy. I scorn your malice. I own

I am both a whore and a thief ; and what more have
you to say ? D—n you, what more have you to
say? bating that, which all the world knows
I challenge you to say black is the white of mv
eye. We did not wait for Mr. T— 's comin'n-
forth

;
but, after Captain C had characterized

all the originals in waiting, we adjourned to a
coffee-house, where we had buttered muffins and
tea to breakfast, the said Captain still faiouring us
with his company. Nay, my uncle was so diverted
with his anecdotes, that he asked him to dinner
and treated him with a fine turbot, to which he did
ample justice. That same evening I spent at the
tavern with some friends, one of whom let me intoC— s character, which Mr. Bramble no sooner un-
derstood, than he expressed some concern for the
connexion he had made, and resolved to disengage
himself from it without ceremony.
We are become members of the society for the

encouragement of the arts, and have assisted at
some of their deliberations, which were conducted
with equal spirit and sagacity. My uncle is ex-
tremely fond of the institution, which will certainly
be productive of great advantages to the public, it',

from its democratical form, it does not degenerate
into cabal and corruption. You are already ac-
quainted with his aversion to the influence of the
multitude, which he affirms, is incompatible with
excellence, and subversive of order. Indeed his
detestation of the mob has been heightened by fear,
ever since he fainted in the room at Bath. And
this apprehension has prevented him from goin°-to
the little theatre in the Haymarket, and other
places of entertainment, to which, however, I have
had the honour to attend the ladies.

It grates old Squaretoes to reflect, that it is notm his power to enjoy even the most elegant diver-
sions of the capital, without the participation of the
vulgar; for they now thrust themselves into all
assemblies, from a ridotto at St. James's, to a hop
at Rotherhithe.

I have lately seen our old acquaintance Dick
Ivy, who we imagined had died of dram-drinking

;

but he is lately emerged from the Fleet, by means
of a pamphlet which he wrote and published against
the government with some success. The sale of
this performance enabled him to appear in clean
linen, and he is now going about soliciting sub-
scriptions for his poems ; but his breeches are not
yet in the most decent order.
Dick certainly deserves some countenance for

his intrepidity and perseverance. It is not in the
power of disappointment, nor even of damnation,
to drive him to despair. After some unsuccessful
essays in the way of poetry, he commenced brandy-
merchant, and I believe his whole stock ran out
through his own bowels ; then he consorted with a
milk-woman, who kept a cellar in Petty France.
But he could not make his quarters good , he was
dislodged and driven up stairs into the kennel by a
corporal in the second regiment of foot-guards. He
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was afterwards the laureat of Blackfriars, from
whence there was a natural transition to the Fleet.

As he had formerly miscarried in panegyric, he
now turned his thoughts to satire, and really seems
to have some talent for abuse. If he can hold out

till the meeting of parliament, and be prepared for

another charge, in all probability Dick will mount
the pillory, or obtain a pension, in either of which
events his fortune will be made. Meanwhile he
has acquired some degree of consideration with the

respectable writers of the age ; and as I have sub-

scribed for his works, he did me the favour t'other

night to introduce me to a society of those geniuses,

but I found them exceedingly formal, and reserved.

They seemed afraid and jealous of one another, and
sat in a state of mutual repulsion, like so many
particles of vapour, each surrounded by its own
electrified atmosphere. Dick, who has more vi-

vacity than judgment, tried more than once to

enliven the conversation : sometimes making an
effort at wit, sometimes letting off a pun, and some-
times discharging a conundrum

;
nay, at length he

started a dispute upon the hackneyed comparison
betwixt blank verse and rhyme, and the professors

opened with great clamour
;
but, instead of keeping

to the subject, they launched out into tedious dis-

sertations on the poetry of the ancients ; and one

of them, who had been a schoolmaster, displayed

his whole knowledge of prosody, gleaned from
Disputer and Euddiman. At last, I ventured to say,

I did not see how the subject in question could be

at all elucidated by the practice of the ancients, who
certainly had neither blank verse nor rhyme in

their poems, which were measured by feet, whereas
ours are reckoned by the number of syllables. This

remark seemed to give umbrage to the pedant, who
forthwith involved himself in a cloud of Greek
and Latin quotations, which nobody attempted to

dispel. A confused hum of insipid observations

and comments ensued
;

and, upon the whole, I

never passed a duller evening in my life. Yet,

without all doubt, some of them were men of learn-

ing, wit, and ingenuity. As they are afraid of

making free with one another, they should bring

each his butt, or whet-stone, along with him, for

the entertainment of the company. My uncle says

he never desires to meet with more than one wit at

a time. One wit, like a knuckle of ham in soup,

gives a zest and flavour to the dish ; but more than

one serves only to spoil the pottage. And now I'm

afraid I have given you an unconscionable mess
without any flavour at all ; for which, I suppose,

you will bestow your benedictions upon
Your friend and servant,

London, June 5. J. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Lewis,—Your fable of the Monkey and

the Pig is what the Italians call ben trovata. But I

shall not repeat it to my apothecary, who is a proud
Scotchman, very thin-skinned, and, for aught I

know, may have his degree in his pocket. A right

Scotchman has always two strings to his bow, and

is in utrumque paratus. Certain it is, I have not

scaped a scouring
;
but, I believe, by means of that

scouring, I have scaped something worse, perhaps

a tedious fit of the gout or rheumatism ; for my
appetite began to flag, and I had certain croakiugs

in the bowels which boded me no good. Nay, I am
not yet quite free of these remembrancers, which
warn me to be gone from this centre of infection.
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What temptation can a man of my turn and
temperament have, to live in a place where every
corner teems with fresh objects of detestation and
disgust ? What kind of taste and organs must those

people have, who really prefer the adulterated en-

joyments of the town to the genuine pleasures

of a country retreat? Most people, I know, are

originally seduced by vanity, ambition, and childish

curiosity ; which cannot be gratified, but in the

busy haunts of men. But, in the course of this

gratification, their very organs of sense are per-

verted, and they become habitually lost to every
relish of what is genuine and excellent in its own
nature.

Shall I state the difference between my town
grievances andmy country comforts ? At Brambleton
Hall, I have elbow-room within doors, and breathe

a clear,, elastic, salutary air. I enjoy refreshing

sleep, which is never disturbed by horrid noise, nor
interrupted, but in a morning, by the sweet titter

of the marlet at my window. 1 drink the virgin

lymph, pure and crystalline as it gushes from the

rock, or the sparkling beverage, home-brewed from
malt of my own making ; or I indulge with cider,

which my own orchard affords, or with claret of
the best growth, imported for my own use, by a
correspondent on whose integrity I can depend

;

my bread is sweet and nourishing, made from my
own wheat, ground in my own mill, and baked
in my own oven ; my table is, in a great measure,
furnished from my own ground ; my five year old

mutton, fed on the fragrant herbage of the moun-
tains, that might vie with venison in juice and
flavour

; my delicious veal, fattened with nothing
but the mother's milk, that fills the dish with gravy

;

my poultry, from the barn-door, that never knew
confinement but when they were at roost; my
rabbits panting from the warren

;
my game fresh

from the moors
;
my trout and salmon struggling

from the stream ; oysters from their native banks ;

and herrings, with other sea-fish, I can eat in four

hours after they are taken. My salads, roots, and
potherbs my own garden yields in plenty and per-

fection, the produce of the natural soil, prepared by
moderate cultivation. The same soil affords all the

different fruits which England may call her own,
so that my dessert is every day fresh gathered from
the tree

;
my dairy flows with nectareous tides of

milk and cream, from whence we derive abundance
of excellent butter, curds, and cheese ; and the

refuse fattens my pigs, that are destined for hams
and bacon. I go to bed betimes, and rise with the

sun. I make shift to pass the hours without weari-

ness or regret, and am not destitute of amusements
within doors, when the weather will not permit me
to go abroad. I read, and chat, and play at billiards,

cards, or backgammon. Without doors, I super-

intend my farm, and execute plans of improvement,
the effects of which I enjoy with unspeakable de-

light. Nor do I take less pleasure in seeing my
tenants thrive under my auspices, and the poor live

comfortably by the employment which I provide.

You know I have one or two sensible friends, to

whom I can open all my heart ; a blessing which,
perhaps, I might have sought iu vain among the

crowded scenes of life. There are a few others of
more humble parts, whom I esteem for their in-

tegrity ; and their conversation I find inoffensive,

though not very entertaining. Finally, I live in

the midst of honest men, and trusty dependents,
who, I flatter myself, have a disinterested attack-
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ment to my person. You yourself, my dear doctor,
can vouch for the truth of these assertions.
Now, mark the contrast at London. I am pent

up in frowsy lodgings, where there is not room
enough to swing a cat, and I breathe the steams of
endless putrefaction ; and these would, undoubtedly,
produce a pestilence, if they were not qualified by
the gross acid of sea-coal, which is itself a perni-
cious nuisance to lungs of any delicacy of texture.
But even this boasted corrector cannot prevent
those languid sallow looks that distinguish the in-
habitants of London from those ruddy swains that
lead a country life. I go to bed after midnight,
jaded, and restless from the dissipations of the day.
I start every hour from my sleep, at the horrid
noise of the watchmen bawling the hour through
every street, and thundering at every door; a set
of useless fellows, who serve no other purpose but
that of disturbing the repose of the inhabitants

;

and, by five o'clock, I start out of bed, in conse-
quence of the still more deadful alarm made by the
country carts, and noisy rustics bellowing green
peas under my window. If I would drink water,
I must quaff the maukish contents of an open
aqueduct, exposed to all manner of defilement, or
swallow that which comes from the river Thames,
impregnated with all the filth of London and
Westminster. Human excrement is the least of-
fensive part of the concrete, which is composed of
all the drugs, minerals, and poisons, used in me-
chanics and manufactures, enriched with the putre-
fying carcases of beasts and men, and mixed with
the scourings of all the wash-tubs, kennels, and
common sewers within the bills of mortality.

This is the agreeable potation extolled by the
Londoners as the finest water in the universe. As
to the intoxicating potion sold for wine, it is a vile,

unpalatable, and pernicious sophistication, balder-
dashed with cyder, corn spirit, and the juice of
sloes. In an action at law, laid against a carman
for haying staved a cask of port, it appeared, from
the evidence of the cooper, that there were not
above five gallons of real wine in the whole pipe,
which held above a hundred, and even that had
been brewed and adulterated by the merchant at
Oporto. The bread I eat in London is a deleteri-
ous paste, mixed up with chalk, alum, and bone-
ashes, insipid to the taste, and destructive to the
constitution. The good people are not ignorant of
this adulteration ; but they prefer it to wholesome
bread, because it is whiter than the meal of corn.
Thus they sacrifice their taste and their health, and
the lives of their tender infants, to a most absurd
gratification of a misjudging eye ; and the miller
or the baker is obliged to poison them and their
families, in order to live by his profession. The
same monstrous depravity appears in their veal,
which is bleached by repeated bleedings, and other
villanous arts, t ill there is not a drop of juice left in
the body, and the poor animal is paralytic before it

dies
; so void of all taste, nourishment, and savour,

that a man might dine as comfortably on a white
fricassee of kidskin gloves, or chip hats from
Leghorn.
As they have discharged the natural colour from

their bread, their butchers' meat, and poultry, their
cutlets, ragouts, fricassees, and sauces of all kinds
—so they insist upon having the complexion of
their potherbs mended, even at the hazard of their
lives. Perhaps, you will hardly believe that they
can be so mad as to boil their greens with brass

halfpence, in order to improve their colour ; and
yet nothing is more true. Indeed, without this
improvement in the colour, they have no personal
merit. They are produced in an artificial soil, and
taste of nothing but the dunghills from whence
they spring. My cabbage, cauliflower, and aspar-
agus in the country, are as much superior in flavour
to those that are sold in Covent Garden, as my
heath mutton is to that of St. James's market,
which, in fact, is neither lamb nor mutton, but
something betwixt the two, gorged in the rank fens
of Lincoln and Essex, pale, coarse, and frowsy.
As for the pork, it is an abominable carnivorous
animal, fed with horse flesh and distillers' grains

;

and the poultry is all rotten, in consequence of a
fever, occasioned by the infamous practice of sew-
ing up the gut, that they may be the sooner fattened
in coops, in consequence of this cruel retention.
Of the fish I need say nothing in this hot wea-

ther, but that it comes sixty, seventy, fourscore,
and a hundred miles by land-carriage ; a circum-
stance sufficient, without any comment, to turn a
Dutchman's stomach, even if his nose was not
saluted in every alley with the sweet flavour of
fresh mackarel, selling by retail. This is not the
season for oysters

; nevertheless, it may not be
amiss to mention, that the right Colchester are kept
in slime pots, occasionally overflowed by the sea

;

and that the green colour, so much admired by the
voluptuaries of this metropolis, is occasioned by
the vitriolic scum, which rises on the surface of
the stagnant and stinking water. Our rabbits are
bred and fed in the poulterer's cellar, where they
have neither air nor exercise

; consequently they
must be firm in flesh, and delicious in flavour ; and
there is no game to be had for love or money.

It must be owned, that Covent Garden affords
some good fruit

; which, however, is always en-
grossed by a few individuals of overgrown fortune,
at an exorbitant price ; so that little else than the
refuse of the market falls to the share of the com-
munity—and that is distributed by such filthy hands
as I cannot look at without loathing. It was but
yesterday that I saw a dirty barrow-bunter in the
street, cleaning her dusty fruit with her own spittle

;

and who knows but some fine lady of St. James's
parish might admit into her delicate mouth those
very cherries, which had been rolled and moistened
between the filthy, and perhaps ulcerated chops of
a St. Giles's huckster. I need not dwell upon .the
pallid contaminated mash which they call straw-
berries, soiled and tossed by greasy paws through
twenty baskets crusted with dirt ; and then pre-
sented with the worst milk, thickened with the
worst flour, into a bad likeness of cream. But the
milk itself should not pass unanalysed, the produce
of faded cabbage leaves and sour draff, lowered
with hot water, frothed with bruised snails, carried
through the streets in open pails, exposed to foul
rinsings discharged from doors and windows, spittle,

snot, and tobacco-quids from foot passengers, over-
flowings from mud carts, spatterings from coach-
wheels, dirt and trash chucked into it by roguish
boys for the joke's sake, the spewings of infants,
who have slabbered in the tin measure, which is

thrown back in that condition among the milk, for
the benefit of the next customer

;
and, finally, the

vermin that drops from the rags of the nasty drab
that vends this precious mixture, under the respect-
able denomination of milk-maid.

I shall conclude this catalogue of London dainties
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with table-beer, guiltless of bops and malt, vapid

and nauseous, much fitter to facilitate the operation

of a vomit, than to quench thirst and promote
digestion ; the tallowy rancid mass called butter,

manufactured with candle grease and kitchen stuff;

and their fresh eggs, imported from France and
Scotland. Now, all these enormities might be
remedied with a very little attention to the article

of police, or civil regulation ; but the wise patriots

of London have taken it into their heads, that all

regulation is inconsistent with liberty ; and that

every man ought to live in his own way, without
restraint. Nay, as there is not sense enough left

among them to be discomposed by the nuisances I

have mentioned, they may, for aught I care, wallow
in the mire of their own pollution.

A companionable man will, undoubtedly, put up
with many inconveniences, for the sake of enjoy-
ing agreeable society. A facetious friend of mine
used to say, the wine could not be bad where the

company was agreeable ; a maxim which, however,
ought to be taken cum grano salis. But what is the

society of London, that I should be tempted for its

sake to mortify my senses, and compound with
such uncleaaness as my soul abhors? All the
people I see are too much engrossed by schemes of
interest or ambition, to have any room left for sen-

timent or friendship. Even in some of my old

acquaintance, those schemes and pursuits have ob-
literated all traces of our former connexion. Con-
versation is reduced to party disputes and illiberal

altercation—social commerce to formal visits and
card-playing. If you pick up a diverting original

by accident, it may be dangerous to amuse yourself

with his oddities. He is generally a tartar at

bottom—a sharper, a spy, or a lunatic. Every
person you deal with endeavours to over-reach you
in the way of business. You are preyed upon by
idle mendicants, who beg in the phrase of borrow-
ing, and live upon the spoils of the stranger. Your
tradesmen are without conscience, your friends

without affection, and your dependants without
fidelity.

My letter would swell into a treatise were I to

particularize every cause of offence that fills up the

measure of my aversion to this and every other
crowded city. Thank Heaven ! I am not so far

sucked into the vortex, but that I can disengage my-
self without any great effort of philosophy. From
this wild uproar ofknavery, folly, and impertinence,
I shall fly with double relish to the serenity of re-

tirement, the cordial effusions of unreserved friend-

ship, the hospitality and protection of the rural

gods ; in a word, the jucunda oblivia vita, which
Horace himself had not taste enough to enjoy.

I have agreed for a good travelling coach and four,

at a guinea a-day, for three months certain ; and
next week we intend to begin our journey to the
north, hoping still to be with you by the latter end
of October. I shall continue to write from every
stage where we make any considerable halt, as
often as anything occurs which I think can afford
you the least amusement. In the meantime I must
beg you will superintend the economy of Barnes,
with respect to my hay and corn harvests ; assured
that my ground produces nothing but what you may
freely call your own. On any other terms I should
be ashamed to subscribe myself your invariable
friend,

London, June 8. MATT. BRAMBLE.
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To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bai l, of Jesus College,

Oxon.

Dear Phillips,—In my last I mentioned my
having spent an evening with a society of authors,

who seemed to be jealous and afraid of one another.

My uncle was not at all surprised to hear me say I

was disappointed in their conversation. " A man
may be very entertaining and instructive upon
paper," said he, "and exceedingly dull in common
discourse. I have observed that those who shine

most in private company are but secondary stars in

the constellation of genius. A small stock of ideas

is more easily managed and sooner displayed, thnn

a great quantity crowded together. There is very
seldom anything extraordinary in the appearance
and address of a good writer ; whereas, a dull

author generally distinguishes himself by some
oddity or extravagance. For this reason I fancy
that an assembly of Grubs must be very diverting."

My curiosity being excited by this hint, I con-

sulted my friend Dick Ivy, who undertook to gra-

tify it the very next day, which was Sunday last.

—

He carried me to dine with S , whom you and
I have long known by his writings. He lives in

the skirts of the town, and every Sunday his house
is open to all unfortunate brothers of the quill,

whom he treats with beef, pudding, and potatoes,

port, punch, and Calvert's entire butt-beer. He has
fixed upon the first day of the week for the exercise

of his hospitality, because some of his guests could
not enjoy it on any other, for reasons that I need
not explain. I was civilly received, in a plain yet
decent habitation, which opened backwards into a
very pleasant garden, kept in excellent order

; and,

indeed, I saw none of the outward signs of author-
ship, either in the house or the landlord, who is one
of those few writers of the age that stand upon their

own foundation, without patronage, and above de-
pendence. If there was nothing characteristic in

the entertainer, the company made ample amends
for his want of singularity.

At two in the afternoon I found myself one of ten

messmates seated at table ; and I question if the

whole kingdom could produce such another as-

semblage of originals. Among their peculiarities

I do not mention those of dress, which may be
purely accidental. What struck me were oddities

originally produced by affectation, and afterwards
confirmed by habit. One of them wore spectacles

at dinner, and another his hat flapped
; though, as

Ivy told me, the first was noted for having a sea-

man's eye, when a bailiff was in the wind ; and the
other was never known to labour under any weak-
ness or defect of vision, except about five years ago,

when he was complimented with a couple of black
eyes by a player, with whom he had quarrelled in

his drink. A third wore a laced stocking, and
made use of crutches, because, once in his life, he
had been laid up with a broken leg, though no man
could leap over a stick with more agility. A fourth
had contracted such an antipathy to the country,
that he insisted upon sitting with his back towards
the window that looked into the garden ; and when
a dish of cauliflower was set upon the table, he
snuffed up volatile salts to keep him from fainting

yet this delicate person was the son of a cottager,
born under a hedge, and had many years run wild
among asses on a common. A fifth affected dis-

traction ; when spoken to, he always answered from
the purpose—sometimes he suddenly started up,
and rapped out a dreadful oath—sometimes he
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hurst out a laughing—then he folded his arms and
sighed—and then he hissed like fifty serpents.

At first I really thought he -seas mad, and, as he
sat near me, hegan to he under some apprehensions
for my own safety, when our landlord, perceiving
me alarmed, assured me aloud, that I had nothing
to fear—" The gentleman," said he, " is trying to

act a part for -which he is hy no means qualified—if

he had all the inclination in the world, it is not in

his power to be mad. His spirits are too flat to he
kindled into frenzy." " 'Tis no bad p-p-puff, how-
ow-ever," observed a person in a tarnished laced
coat ;

" aff-ffected m-madness w-will p-pass for
w-wit, w-with nine-nine-teen out of t-wenty"

—

" And affected stuttering for humour," replied our
landlord

;
" though, God knows, there is no affinity

between them." It seems this wag, after having
made some abortive attempts in plain speaking, had
recourse to this defect, by means of which he fre-
quently extorted the laugh of the company, without
the least expense of genius ; and that imperfection,
which he had at first counterfeited, was now become
so habitual, that he could not lay it aside.

A certain winking genius, who wore yellow
gloves at dinner, had, on his first introduction, taken
such offence at S , because he looked and talked,
and eat and drank, like any other man, that he
spoke contemptuously of his understanding ever
after, and never would repeat his visit until he had
exhibited the following proof of his caprice : Wat
Wyvil, the poet, having made some unsuccessful
advances towards an intimacy with S , at last

gave him to understand, by a third person, that
he had written a poem in his praise, and a satire
against his person

; that, if he would admit him to
his house, the first should he immediately sent to
the press ; but that if he persisted in declining his
friendship, he would publish the satire without
delay. S replied, that he looked upon Wyvil's
panegyric as, in effect, a species 01 infamy, and
would resent it accordingly with a good cudgel

;

but if he published the satire, he might deserve his
compassion, and had nothing to fear from his
revenge. Wy vil, having considered the alternative,

resolved to mortify S , hy printing the pane-
gyric, for which he received a sound drubbing.
Then he swore the peace against the aggressor,
who, in order to avoid a prosecution at law, ad-
mitted him to his good graces. It was the singu-
larity in S 's conduct on this occasion, that re-
conciled him to the yellow-gloved philosopher, who
owned he had some genius, and from that period
cultivated his acquaintance.

Curious to know upon what subjects the several
talents ofmy fellow-guests were employed, I applied
to my communicative friend, Dick Ivy, who gave
me to understand that most of them were, or had I

been, understrappers, or journeymen to more
creditable authors, for whom they translated, col- i

lated, and compiled, in the business of bookmak-
]

ing ; and that all of them had, at different times, i

laboured in the service of our landlord, though they 1

had now set up for themselves in various depart- 1

ments of literature. Not only their talents, but also 1

their nations and dialogues were so various, that 1

our conversation resembled the confus.on of tongues i

at Babel. t

We had the Irish brogue, the Scotch accent, and ;

foreign idiom, twanged off by the most discordant 1

vociferation
;
for, as they all spoke together, no man i

had any chancs to be heaid, unless he could bawl s

1 louder than his fellows. It must be owned, how-
ever, that there was nothing pedantic in their dis-

! course
; they carefully avoided all learned dis-

i quisitions, and endeavoured to be facetious ; nor
;

did their endeavours always miscarry. Some droll
:

repartee passed, and much laughter was excited
;

i and if any individual lost his temper so far as to
transgress the bounds of decorum, he was effectuall

y

checked by the master of the feast, who exerted a
sort of paternal authority over this irritable tribe.
The most learned philosopher of the whole col-

lection, who had been expelled the university for
atheism, has made great progress in a refutation of
Lord Bolingbroke's metaphysical works, which is

said to be equally ingenious and orthodox ; but in
the mean time, he has been presented to the grand
jury as a public nuisance, for having blasphemed
in an alehouse on the Lord's day. The Scotch-
man gives lectures on the pronunciation of the
English language, which he is now publishing by
subscription.

The Irishman is a political writer, and goes by
the name of my Lord Potatoe. He wrote a pam-
phlet in vindication of a minister, hoping his zeal
would be rewarded with some place or pension

;

but finding himself neglected in that quarter, he
whispered about, that the pamphlet was written by
the minister himself, and he published an answer
to his own production. In this he addressed the
author under the title of your lordship, with such
solemnity, that the public swallowed the deceit, and
bought up the whole impression. The wise poli-
ticians of the metropolis declared, they were both
masterly performances, and chuckled over the
flimsy reveries of an ignorant garreteer, as the
profound speculations of a veteran statesman,
acquainted with all the secrets of the cabinet.
The imposture was detected in the sequel, and cur
Hibernian pamphleteer retains no part of his as-
sumed importance, but the bare title of my lord,

and the upper part of the table at the potatoe ordi-
nary in Shoe-lane.

Opposite to me sat a Piedmontese, who had
obliged the public with a humorous satire entitled,

The Balance of the English Poets, a performance
which evinced the great modesty and taste of the
author, and, in particular, his intimacy with the
elegances of the English language. The sage, who
laboured under the a\gn<po(Sia, or horror of green

fields, had just finished a treatise on practical agri-

culture, though in fact, he had never seen corn
growing in his life, and was so ignorant of grain,

that our entertainer, in the face of the whole com-
pany, made him own, that a plate of hominy was
the best rice pudding he had ever ate.

The stutterer had almost finished his travels

through Europe and part of Asia, without ever
budging beyond the liberties of the King's Bench,
except in term time, with a tipstaff for his com-
panion ; and as for little Tim Cropdale, the most
facetious member of the whole society, he had
happily wound up the catastrophe of a virgin
tragedy, from the exhibition of which he promised
himself a large fund of profit and reputation. Tim
had made shift to live many years by writing
novels, at the rate of five pounds a volume ; but
that branch of business is now engrossed by female
authors, who publish merely for the propagation of
virtue, with so much ease, and spirit, and delicacy,

and knowledge of the human heart, and all in the
serene tranquillity of high life, that the reader is
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r.ot only enchanted by their genius, but reformed

by their morality.

After dinner, we adjourned into the garden,

where I observed Mr. S gave a short se-

parate audience to every individual, in a small

remote filbert walk, from whence most of them
dropped off one after another, without further

ceremony ; but they were replaced by fresh re-

cruits of the same clan, who came to make an

afternoon's visit ; and, among others, a spruce

bookseller, called Birkin, who rode his own gelding,

and made his appearance in a pair of new jemmy
boots, with massy spurs of plate. It was not

without reason that this midwife of the muses used

to exercise a-horseback, for he was too fat to walk
a-foot, and he underwent some sarcasms from Tim
Cropdale, on his unwieldy size, and inaptitude for

motion. Birkin, who took umbrage at this poor

author's petulance, in presuming to joke upon a

man so much richer than himself, told him, he was
not so unwieldy but that he could move the Mar-
shalsea court for a writ, and even overtake him
with it, if he did not very speedily come and settle

accounts with him, respecting the expense of pub-

lishing his last Ode to the King of Prussia, of

which he had sold but three, and one of them was
to Whitefield the Methodist. Tim affected to re-

ceive this intimation with good humour, saying, he
expected in a post or two, from Potsdam, a poem
of thanks from his Prussian majesty, who knew
very well how to pay poets in their own coin ; but,

in the mean time, he proposed that Mr. Birkin and
he should run three times round the garden for a

bowl of punch, to be drank at Ashley's in the even-

ing, and he would run boots against stockings.

The bookseller, who valued himself upon his met-

tle, was persuaded to accept the challenge, and he
forthwith resigned his boots to Cropdale, who,
when he had put them on, was no bad representa-

tion of Captain Pistol in the play.

Every thing being adjusted, they started toge-

ther with great impetuosity, and, in the second
round, Birkin had clearly the advantage, larding

the lean earth as he puff'd along. Cropdale had no
mind to contest the victory further, but in a twink-

ling disappeared through the back-door of the

garden, which opened into a private lane that had
communication with the high road. The specta-

tors immediately began to halloo, " Stole away V
and Birkin set off in pursuit of him with great

eagerness ; but he had not advanced twenty yards

in the lane, when a thorn running into his foot,

sent him hopping back again into the garden,

roaring with pain, and swearing with vexation.

When he was delivered from this annoyance by
the Scotchman, who had been bred to surgery,

he looked about him wildly, exclaiming, " Sure,

the fellow won't be such a rogue as to run

clear away with my boots !" Our landlord, having

reconnoitred the shoes he had left, which indeed

hardly deserved that name, " Pray," said he, "Mr.
Birkin, wa'nt your boots made of calf skin ?"

"Calfskin or cow skin," replied the other, "I'll

find a slip of sheep skin that will do his business.

I lost twenty pounds by his farce, which you per-

suaded me to buy. I am out of pocket five

pounds by his d—n'd ode ; and now this pair of

boots, bran new, cost me thirty shillings as per

receipt. But this affair of the boots is felony

—

transportation. I'll have the dog indicted at the

Old Bailey—I will, Mr. S . I will be revenged,

even though I should lose my debt in consequence
of his conviction."

Mr. S said nothing at present, but accom-
modated him with a pair of shoes ; then ordered
his servant to rub him down, and comfort him with

a glass of rum punch, which seemed in a great

measure to cool the rage of his indignation.
" After all," said our landlord, " this is no more
than a humbug in the way of wit, though it de-

serves a more respectable epithet, when considered

as an effort of invention. Tim being, I suppose,

out of credit with the cordwainer, fell upon this

ingenious expedient to supply the want of shoes

;

knowing that Mr. Birkin, who loves humour, would
himself relish the joke upon a little recollection.

Cropdale literally lives by his wit, which he has

exercised upon all his friends in their turns. He
once borrowed my pony for five or six days to go
to Salisbury, and sold him in Smithfield at his re-

turn. This was a joke of such a serious nature,

that, in the first transports of my pnssion, I had
some thoughts of prosecuting him for horse-steal-

ing ; and, even when my resentment had, in some
measure subsided, as he industriously avoided me,
I vowed I would take satisfaction on his ribs with

the first opportunity. One day, seeing him at some
distance in the street, coming towards me, I began
to prepare my cane for action, and walked in the

shadow of a porter, that he might not perceive me
soon enough to make his escape ;

but, in the very
instant I had lifted up the instrument of correc-

tion, I found Tim Cropdale metamorphosed into a

miserable blind wretch, feeling his way with a long

stick from post to post, and rolling about two bald

unlighted orbs, instead of eyes. I was exceedingly

shocked at having so narrowly escaped the con-

cern and disgrace that would have attended such a

misapplication of vengeance ;
but, next day, Tim

prevailed upon a friend of mine to come and solicit

my forgiveness, and offer his note, payable in six

weeks, for the price of the pony. This gentleman
gave me to understand, that the blind man was no
other than Cropdale, who having seen me ad-

vancing, and guessing my intent, had immediately

converted himself into the object aforesaid. I was
so diverted at the ingenuity of the evasion, that I

agreed to pardon his offence, refusing his note,

however, that I might keep a prosecution for

felony hanging over his head, as a security for his

future good behaviour; but Timothy would by no
means trust himself in my hands till the note was
accepted. Then he made his appearance at my
door as a blind beggar, and imposed in such a

manner upon my man, who had been his old

acquaintance and pot-companion, that the fellow

threw the door in his face, and even threatened to

give him the bastinado. Hearing a noise in the

hail, I went thither, and immediately recollecting

the figure I had passed in the street, accosted him
by his own name, to the unspeakable astonishment

of the footman."

Birkin declared he loved a joke as well as another;

but asked if any of the company could tell where
Mr. Cropdale lodged, that he might send him a

proposal about restitution, before the boots should

be made away with. " I would willingly give him
a pair of new shoes," said he, " and half a guinea

into the bargain, for the boots, which fitted me
like a glove, and I sha'n't be able to get the fellows

of them till the good weather for riding is over."

The stuttering wit declared, that the only secret
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which Cropdale ever kept, was the place of his
lodgings

; but he believed, that, during the heats of
summer, he commonly took his repose upon a bulk,
or indulged himself, in fresco, with one of the
kennel-nymphs, uuder the portico of St. Martin's
church.—" Fox on him !" cried the.bookseller, " he
might as well have taken my whip and spurs—in
that case, he might have been tempted to steal
another horse, and then he would have rid to the
devil of course."

After coffee, I took my leave of Mr. S , with
proper acknowledgments of his civility, and was
extremely well pleased with the entertainment of
the day, though not yet satisfied with respect to
the nature of this connexion betwixt a man of
character in the literary world, and a parcel of
authorlings, who, in all probability, would never be
able to acquire any degree of reputation by their
labours. On this head I interrogated my con-
ductor, Dick Ivy, who answered me to this "effect

:

" One would imagine S had some view to his
own interest, in giving countenance and assistance
to those people, whom he knows to be bad men, as
well as bad writers

; but, if he has any such view,
he will find himself disappointed ; for if he is so vain
as to imagine he can make them subservient to his
schemes of profit or ambition, they are cunninn-
enough to make him their property in the mean
time. There is not one of the company yon have
seen to-day (myself excepted) who does not owe
him particular obligations. One of them he bailed
out of a spunging-house, and afterwards paid the
debt—another he translated into his family and
clothed, when he was turned out half-naked from
gaol, in consequence of an act for the relief of
insolvent dtbtors—a third, who was reduced to a
woollen nightcap, and lived upon sheep's trotters,
np three pair of stairs, backward in Butcher-row,
he took into present pay and f-ee quarters, and
enabled him to appear as a gentleman, without
having the fear of sheriff's officers before his eyes.
Those who are in distress, he supplies with money
when he has it, and with his credit when he is out
of cash. When they want business, he either finds
employment for them in his own service, or re-
commends them to booksellers, to execute some
project he has formed for their subsistence. They
are always welcome to his table (which, though
plain, is plentiful), and to his good offices as far as
they will go ; and, when they see occasion, they
make use of his name with the most petulant
familiarity

; nay, they do not even scruple to arro-
gate to themselves the merit of some of his per-
formances, and have been known to sell their own
lucubrations as the produce of his brain. The
Scotchman you saw at dinner, once personated him
at an alehouse in West Smithfield, and, in the
character of S had his head broke by a cow-
keeper, for having spoke disrespectfully of the
Christian religion ; but he took the law of him in
his own person, and the assailant was fain to give
him ten pounds to withdraw his action."

I observed that all this appearance of liberality
on the side of Mr. S was easily accounted for,
on the supposition that they flattered him in private,
tnd engaged his adversaries in public ; and vet I
was astonished, when I recollected that I often had
seen this writer virulently abused in papers, poems,
and pamphlets, and not a pen was drawn in his
defence. -'But you will be more astonished," said
ne, when I assure you those very guests, whom you

saw at his table to-day, were the authors of great
part of that abuse ; and he himself is well aware of
their particular favours, for they are all eager to
detect and betray one another." « But this is doin°-
the devil's work for nothing," cried L " Whal
should induce them to revile their benefactor with-
out provocation?" "Envy," answered Dick, "is
the general incitement

; but they are galled by an
additional scourge of provocation. S—— directs
a literary journal, in which their productions are
necessarily brought to trial; and though manv of
them have been treated with such lenity and favour
as they little deserved, yet the slightest censure,
such as, perhaps, could not be avoided with any
pretensions to candour and impartialitv, has rankled
in the hearts of those authors to such a degree,
that they have taken immediate vengeance on the'
critic in auonymous libels, letters, and lampoons.
Indeed, all the writers of the age, good, bad, and
indifferent, from the moment he assumed this
office, became his enemies, either professed or in
petto, except those of his friends who knew they
liad nothing to fear from his strictures

; and he
must be a wiser man than me, who can tell what
advantage or satisfaction he derives from having
brought such a nest of hornets about his ears."

I owned that was a point which might deserve
consideration

; but still I expressed a desire to know
his real motives for continuing his friendship to a
set of rascals equally ungrateful and insignificant.
He said, he did not pretend to assign any reason-
able motive

; that, if the truth must he told, the
man was, in point of conduct, a most incorrigible
fool

; that though he pretended to have a knack at
hitting off characters, he blundered strangely in the
distribution of his favours, which were generally
bestowed on the most undeserving of those who had
recourse to his assistance

; that, indeed, this pre-
ference was not so much owing to a want of dis-
cernment, as to want of resolution ; for he had not
fortitude enough to resist the importunity even of
the most worthless; and as he did not know the
value of money, there was very little merit in
parting with it so easily ; that his pride was grati-
fied in seeing himself courted by such a number of
literary dependants; that, probably, he delighted
in hearing them expose and traduce one another

;

and, finally, from their information, he became ac-
quainted with all the transactions of Grub-street,
which he had some thoughts of compiling, for the
entertainment of the public.

I could not help suspecting, from Dick's discourse,
that he had some particular grudge against S

,

upon whose conduct he had .put the worst con-
struction it would bear

; and, by dint of cross
examination, I found he was not at all satisfied
with the character which had been given in the
Review of his last performance, though it had been
treated civilly, in consequence of the author's
application to the critic. By all accounts, S is

not without weakness and caprice ; but he is cer- I

tainly good-humoured and civilized ; nor do I find,

that there is any thing overhearing, cruel, or im- I

placable in his disposition.

I have dwelt so long upon authors, that you will
perhaps suspect I intend to enrol myself among the
fraternity

; but, if I were actually qualified for the
profession, it is at best but a desperate resource
against starving, as it affords no provision for old
age and infirmity. Salmon, at the age of fourscore,
is now in a garret, compiling matter at a guinea a
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sheet, for a modern historian, -who. in point of age,

might be his grandchild ; and Psalmonazar, after

having drudged half a century in the literary mill,

in all the simplicity and abstinence of an Asiatic,

subsists upon the charity of a few booksellers, just

sufficient to keep him from the parish. I think

Guy, who was himself a bookseller, ought to have

appropriated one wing or ward of his hospital to

the use of decayed authors ;
though, indeed, there

is neither hospital, college, or workhouse, within

the bills of mortality, large enough to contain the

poor of this society, composed, as it is, from the

refuse of every other profession. .
-

I kuow not whether you will find any amuse-

ment in this account of an odd race of mortals,

whose constitution had, I own, greatly interested

the curiosity of, yours,

London, June 10. J- MKLFOItD.

To Miss L;etitia Willis, at Gloucester.

My dear Letty —There is something on my
spirits, which I should not venture to communicate

by the post ; but. having the opportunity of Mrs.

Brentwood's return, I seize it eagerly, to disburthen

my poor heart, which is oppressed with fear and

vexation.—O Letty ! what a miserable situation it

is to be without a friend to whom one can apply

for counsel and consolation in distress ! I hinted

in my last, that one Mr. Barton had been very

particular in his civilities. I can no longer mistake

his meaning. He has formally professed himself

my admirer; and, after a thousand assiduities,

perceiving I made but a cold return to his addresses,

he had recourse to the mediation of Lady Griskin,

who has acted the part of a very warm advocate in

his behalf. But, my dear Willis, her ladyship over-

acts her part—she not only expatiates on the ample

fortune, the great connexions, and the unblemished

character of Mr. Barton, but she takes the trouble

to catechise me ; and, two days ago, peremptorily

told me, that a girl of my age could not possibly

resist so many considerations, if her heart was not

pre-engaged.

This insinuation threw me into such a flutter,

that she could not but observe my disorder ;
and,

presuming upon the discovery, insisted upon my
making her the confidante of my passion. But,

although I had not such command of myself as to

conceal the emotion of my heart, I am not such a

child as to disclose its secrets to a person who would

certainly use them to its prejudice. I told her, it

was no wonder if I was out of countenance at her

introducing a subject of conversation so unsuitable

to my years and inexperience. That I believed

Mr. Barton was a very worthy gentleman, and I

was much obliged to him for his good opinion ; but

the affections were involuntary, and mine, in parti-

cular, had as )'etmade no concessions in his favour.

She shook her head with an air of distrust that

made me tremble ; and observed, that, if my affec-

tions were free, they would submit to the decision

of prudence, especially when enforced by the. autho-

rity of those who had' a right to direct my conduct.

This remark implied a design to interest my uncle

or my aunt, perhaps my brother, in behalf of Mr.

Barton's passion ; and I am sadly afraid that my

aunt is already gained over. Yesterday, in the

forenoon, he had been walking with us in the park,

asd stopping in our return at a toy-shop, he pre-

sented her with a very fine snuff-box, and me with

a gold £tuis, which I resolutely refused, till she

commanded me to accept of it on pain of her dis-

pleasure. Nevertheless, being still unsatisfied with

respect to the propriety of receiving this toy, I

signified my doubts to my brother, who said he

would consult my uncle on the subject, and seemed

to think Mr. Barton had been rather premature in

his presents.
. .

What will be the result, of this consultation,

Heaven knows ; but I am afraid it will produce an

explanation with Mr. Barton, who will, no doubt,

avow his passion, and solicit their consent to a

connexion which my soul abhors ;
for, my dearest

Letty, it is not in my power to love Mr. Barton,

even if my heart was untouched by any other

tenderness. Not that there is any thing disagree-

able about his person ; but there is a total want of

that nameless charm which captivates and controls

the enchanted spirit—at least he appears to me to

have this defect; but if he had all the engaging

qualifications which a man can possess, they would

be excited in vain against that constancy which, I

flatter myself, is the characteristic of my nature.

No, my dear Willis, I may be involved in fresh

troubles, and I believe I shall, from the importu-

nities of this gentleman, and the violence of my
relations ; but my heart is incapable of change.

You know I put no faith in dreams ; and yet I

have been much disturbed by one that visited me

last night.—I thought I was in a church, where a

certain person, whom you know, was on the point

of being married to my aunt ; that the clergyman

was Mr. Barton, and that poor forlorn I stood

weeping in a corner, half naked, and without shoes

or stockings. Now I know there is nothing so

childish as to be moved by those vain illusions

;

but, nevertheless, in spite of all my reason, this

hath made a strong impression upon my mind,

which begins to be very gloomy. Indeed, I have

another more substantial cause of affliction. I have

some religious scruples, my dear friend, which lie

heavy on my conscience. I was persuaded to go

to the tabernacle, where I heard a discourse that

affected me deeply. I have prayed fervently to be

enlightened, but as yet I am not sensible ot these

inward motions, these operations of grace, which

are the signs of a regenerated spirit ; and therefore

I begin to be in terrible apprehensions about the

state of my poor soul. Some of our family have

had very uncommon accessions, particularly my
aunt and Mrs. Jenkins, who sometimes speak as if

they were really inspired ; so that I am not like to

want for either exhortation or example, to purify

my thoughts, and recal them from the vanities ot

this world, which, indeed, I would willingly resign,

if it was in my power ;
but, to make this sacrifice,

I must be enabled by such assistance from above

as hath not yet been indulged to your unfortunate

friend,

June 10. LYDIA MELFORD.

To SirWatkln Phillips, Bart, ofJesus Coll. Oxon.

Dear Phillips,—The moment I received your

letter, I began to execute your commission. With

the assistance of mine host at the Bull and Gate, I

discovered the place to which your fugitive valet

had retreated, and taxed him with his dishonesty.

The fellow was in manifest confusion at sight of

me—but he denied the charge with great con-

fidence ; till I told him, that, if he would give up



838 THE EXPEDITION OF
the watch, which was a family-piece, he might keep
the money and the clothes, and go to the devil his
own way, at his leisure

; but, if he rejected this
proposal, I would deliver him forthwith to the
constable, whom I had provided for that purpose,
and he would carry him before the justice without
farther delay. After some hesitation, he desired
to speak with me in the next room, where he pro-
duced the watch, with all its appendages ; and I
have delivered it to our landlord, to be sent you by
the first safe conveyance. So much for business.

I shall grow vain upon your saying you find
entertainment in my letters, barren as they certainly
are, of incident and importance; because your
amusement must arise, not from the matter, but
from the manner, which you know is all my 'own
Animated, theiefore, by the approbation of a person
whose nice taste and consummate judgment I can
no longer doubt, I will cheerfully proceed with
our memoirs. As it is determined we shall set out
next week for Yorkshire, I went to-day, in the
forenoon, with my uncle, to see a carriage belonging
to a coachmaker in our neighbourhood. Turning
down a narrow lane, behind Long Acre, we per-
ceived a crowd of people standing at a door which
it seems, opened into a kind of Methodist meeting'
and were informed that a footman was then holding
forth to the congregation within. Curious to see
this phenomenon, we squeezed into the place with
much difficulty; and who should this preacher
be, but the identical Humphry Clinker ! He had
finished his sermon, and given out a psalm, the
first stave of which he sung with peculiar grace
Hut. if we were astonished to see Clinker in the
pulpit, we were altogether confounded at findino-
all the females of our familv among the audience
There was Lady Griskin, Mrs. Tabitba Bramble
-Mrs. VV mifred Jenkins, my sister Liddv, and Mr
iSarton, and all of them joined in the psalmody
with strong marks of devotion.

I could hardly keep my gravity on this ludicrous
occasion

;
but old Squaretoes was differentlyaffected

lhe first thing that struck him was the presump-
tion ot his lacquey, whom he commanded to come
down, with such an air of authority, as Humphry-
did not think proper to disregard. He descended
immediately, and all the people were in commotion
Barton looked exceedingly sheepish, Lady Griskin
flirted her fan, Mrs. Tabby groaned in spirit, Liddy
changed coui.tenance, and Mrs. Jenkins sobbed as
ii her heart was breaking. My uncle, with a sneer
asked pardon of the ladies for having interrupted
their devotions, saying, he had particular business
witt the preacher, whom he ordered to call a
hackney-coach. This being immediately brought
up to the end of the lane, he handed Liddy into it,
and my aunt and I following him, we drove home,
without taking any farther notice of the rest of the'
company, who still remained in silent astonishment.
Mr. Bramble, perceiving Liddv in great trepida-

tion, assumed a milder aspect, bidding her be under
no concern, for he was not at all displeased at any
thing she had done. "I have no objection," said
he,

^

" to your being religiously inclined ; but I
don t think my servant is a proper ghostly director
tor a devotee of your sex and character. If, in
tact, as I rather believe, your aunt is not the
sole conductress of this machine ." Mrs Ta-
bitha made no answer, but threw up the whites ofher eyes as if in the act of ejaculation. PoorLiddy said she had no right to the title of a devotee

;

that she thought there was no harm in hearing a
pious discourse, even if it came from a footman,
especially as her aunt was present ; but that, if she
had erred from ignorance, she hoped he would
excuse it, as she could not bear the thoughts of
living under his displeasure. The old gentleman,
pressing her hand, with a tender smile, said she
was a good girl, and that he did not believe her
capable of doing any thing that could give him the
least umbrage or disgust.

When we arrived at our lodgings, he commanded
Mr. Clinker to attend him up stairs, and spoke to
him in these words:—" Since you are called upon
by the Spirit to preach and to teach, it is high time
to lay aside the livery of an earthly master, and,
for my part, I am unworthy to have an apostle in
my service." " I hope," said Humphry, " I have
not failed in my duty to your honour ; I should
be a vile wretch if 1 did, considei'ing the misery
from which your charity and compassion relieved
me

; but having an inward admonition of the Spirit''—
" Admonition of the devil

!

" cried the squire in a
passion, " What admonition, you blockhead ? What
right has such a fellow as you to set up for a re-
former?" " Begging your honour's pardon,"
replied Clinker, " may not the new light of God's
grace shine upon the poor and the ignorant in their
humility, as well as upon the wealthy and the phi-
losopher, in all his pride of human learning?"
" What you imagine to be the new fight of grace,"
said his master, " I take to be a deceitful vapour,
glimmering through a crack in your upper story

;

in a word, Mr. Clinker, I will have no light in my
family but what pays the king's taxes, unless it be
the light of reason, which you don't pretend to
follow."

" Ah, sir
!

" cried Humphry, " the light of reason
is no more, in comparison to the light I mean, than
a farthing candle to the sun at noon." " Very true,"
said my uncle, " the one will serve to show you
your way, and the other to dazzle and confound
your weak brain. Hark ye, Clinker, you are either
an hypocritical knave, or a wrong-headed enthusi-
ast, and, in either case unfit for my service. If you
are a quack in sanctity and devotion, you will find
it an easy matter to impose upon silly women, and
others of crazed understanding, who will contribute
lavishly for your support. If you are really seduced
by the reveries of a disturbed imagination, the
sooner you lose your senses entirely, the better for
yourself and the community. In that case some
charitable person might provide you with a dark
room and clean straw in Bedlam," where it would
not be in your power to infect others with your
fanaticism

; whereas, if you have just reflection
enough left to maintain the character of a chosen
vessel in the meetings of the godly, you and your
hearers will be misled by a Will-o'the-wisp from
one error into another, till you are plunged into
religious frenzy ; and then, perhaps, you will hang
yourself in despair." " Which the Lord, of his in-
finite mercy, forbid!" exclaimed the affrighted
Clinker. It is very possible I may be under the
temptation of the devil, who wants to wreck me on
the rocks of spiritual pride. Your honour says I
am either a knave or a madman

; now, as I'll assure
your honour I am no knave, it follows that I must
be mad

; therefore, I beseech your honour, upon my
knees, to take my case into consideration, that
means may be used for my recovery."
The squire could not help smiling at the poor
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fellow's simplicity, and promised to take care of

him, provided he would mind the business of his

place, without running after the new light of me-

thodism; but Mrs. Tabitha took offence at his

humility, which she interpreted into poorness of

spirit and worldly -mindedness ; she upbraided him

with the want of courage to suffer for conscience-

sake ; she observed, that if he should lose his place

for bearing testimony of the truth, Providence would

not fail to find him another, perhaps more advan-

tageous ; and declaring, that it could not be very

agreeable to live in a family where an inquisition

was established, retired to another room in great

agitation.

My uncle followed her with a significant look ;

then turning to the preacher, " You hear what my
sister says. If you cannot live with me upon such

terms as 1 have prescribed, the vineyard of me-

thodism lies before you, ard she seems very well

disposed to reward your labour." " I would not

willingly give offence to any soul upon earth,"

answered Humphry ; " her ladyship has been very

good to me ever since we came to London
;
and

surely she has a heart turned for religious exer-

cises, and both she and Lady Gnskin sing psalms

and hymns like two cherubims ; but, at the same

time, "I am bound to love and obey your honour.

It becometh not such a poor ignorant fellow as me

to hold dispute with a gentleman of rank and learn-

ing. As for the matter of knowledge, I am no more

than a beast in comparison to your honour, there-

fore I submit ;
and, with God's grace, I will follow

you to the world's end, if you don't think me too

far gone to be out of confinement.

His master promised to keep him for some time

longer on trial ; then dosired to know in what man-

Der Lady Griskin and Mr. Barton came to join

their religious society. He told him, that her lady-

ship was the person who first carried my aunt and

sister to the tabernacle, whither he attended them,

and had his devotion kindled by Mr. W. 's

preaching ; that he was confirmed in this new way

by the preacher's sermons, which he had bought

and studied with great attention ; that his discourse

and prayers had brought over Mrs Jenkins and the

housemaid to the same way of thinking ; but as for

Mr. Barton, he had never seen him at service before

this day, when he came in company with Lady

Gnskin. Humphry moreover owned, that he had

been encouraged to mount the rostrum by the ex-

ample and success of a weaver, who was much fol-

lowed as a powerful minister; that, on his first

trial, he found himself under such strong impulsions,

as made him believe he was certainly moved by the

spirit, and that he had assisted in Lady Gnskin's

and several private houses, at exercises of devotion.

Mr. Bramble was no sooner informed that her

ladvship had acted as the primum mobile of this

confederacy, than he concluded she had only made

use of Clinker as a tool, subservient to the execution

of some design, to the true secret of which he was

an utter stranger. He observed, that her ladyship s

brain was a perfect mill for projects, and that she

and Tabby had certainly engaged m some secret

treaty the nature of which he could not compre-

hend" I told him I thought it was no difficult

matter to perceive the drift of Mrs. Tabitha, which

was to ensnare the heart of Barton, and that in all

likelihood my Lady Griskin acted as her auxiliary ;

that this supposition would account for their endea-

vours to convert him to methodism ; an event

which would occasion a connexion of souls that

might be easily improved into a matrimonial union-

My uncle seemed to be much diverted by the

thoughts of this scheme's succeeding ; but 1 gave

him to understand, that Barton was pre-engaged ;

that he had the day before made a present of an

ends to Liddy, which her aunt had obliged her to

receive, with a view, no doubt, to countenance her

own accepting of a snuff-box at the same time ;

that my sister having made me acquainted with

this incident, I had desired an explanation of Mi-

Barton, who declared his intentions were honour-

able, and expressed his hope that I would have no

objection to his alliance ; that I thanked him for the

honour he had intended our family, but told him it

would be necessary to consult her uncle and aunt,

who were her guardians, and their approbation be-

ing obtained, I could have no objection to his pro-

posal, though I was persuaded that no violence

would be offered to my sister's inclinations, in a

transaction that so nearly interested the happiness of

her future life ; that he assured me he should never

think of availing himself of a guardian's authority,

unless he could render his addresses agreeable to

the young lady herself; and that he would imme-

diately demand permission of Mr. and Mrs. Bramble

to make Liddy a tender of his hand and fortune.

The 'squire was not insensible to the advantages

of such a match, and declared he would promote it

with all his influence ; but when I took notice that

there seemed to be an aversion on the side of Liddy,

he said he would sound her on the subject; and,

if her reluctance was such as would not be easily

overcome, he would civilly decline the proposal of

Mr. Barton ; for he thought that, in the choice of a

husband, a young woman ought not to sacrifice the

feelings of her heart for any consideration upon

earth. " Liddy is not so desperate," said he. " as to

worship fortune at such an expense." I take it for

granted this whole affair will end in smoke, though

there seems to be a storm brewing in the quarter of

Mrs. Tabby, who sat with all the sullen dignity of

silence at dinner, seemingly pregnant with com-

plaint and expostulation. As she hath certainly

marked Barton for her own prey, she cannot pos-

sibly favour his suit to Liddy, and therefore I

expect something extraordinary will attend his de-

claring himself my sister's admirer. This declara-

tion will certainly be made in form, as soon as the

lover can pick up resolution enough to stand the

brunt of Mrs. Tabby's disappointment; for he is,

without doubt, aware of her designs upon his per-

son. The particulars of the denouement you shall

know in due season. Meanwhile I am, always

yours,
London, June 10. J. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Lewis,—The deceitful calm was of short

duration. I am plunged again in a sea of vexation,

and the complaints in my stomach and bowels are

returned, so that I suppose I shall be disabled from

prosecuting the excursion I had planned. What

the devil had I to do to come plague-hunting with

a leash of females in my train ? Yesterday my
precious sister, who, by the by, had been for some

time a professed Methodist, came into my apart-

ment, attended by Mr. Barton, and desired an audi-

ence with a very stately air. " Brother," said she,

" this gentleman has something to propose, which

I flatter myself will be the more acceptable, as it
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will rid you of a troublesome companion." Then
Mr. Barton proceeded to this effect—" I am, in-
deed, extremely ambitious of being allied to your
family, Mr. Bramble, and I hope you will see no
cause to interpose your authority—" "As for
authority," said Tabby, interrupting him with some
warmth, " I know of none that he has a right to
use on this occasion ; if I pay him the compliment
of making him acquainted with the step I intend to
take, it is all he can expect in reason ; this is as
much as I believe he would do by me if he intended
to change his own situation in life ; in a word,
brother, I am so sensible of Mr. Barton's extraor-
dinary merit, that I have been prevailed upon to
alter my resolution of living a single life, and to
put my happiness in his hands, by vesting him with
a legal title to my person and fortune, such as they
are. The business at present is to have the writings
drawn, and I shall be obliged to you if you will
recommend a lawyer to me for that purpose—

"

You may guess what an effect this overture had
upon me, who, from the information of my nephew,
expected that Barton was to make a formal decla-
ration of his passion for Liddy ; I could not help
gazing in silent astonishment, alternately at Tabby
and her supposed admirer, which last hung his head
in the most awkward confusion for a few minutes,
and then retired, on pretence of being suddenly
seized with a vertigo. Mrs. Tabitha affected much
concern, and would have him make use of a bed
in the house ; but he insisted upon going home, that
he might have recourse to some drops, which he
kept for such emergencies, and his inamorata ac-
quiesced. In the mean time I was exceedingly
puzzled at this adventure, though I suspected the
truth, and did not know in what manner to demean
myself towards Mrs. Tabitha, when Jerry came in
and told me he had just seen Mr. Barton alight
from his chariot at Lady Griskin's door. This in-
cident seemed to threaten a visit from her ladyship,
with which we were honoured accordingly, in less
than half an hour. " I find," said she, " there has
been a match of cross purposes among you, good
folks, and I'm come to set you to rights." So say-
ing, she presented me with the following billet :—

" Dear Sir,—I no sooner recollected myself from the ex-
treme confusion I was thrown into by that unlucky mistake
or your sister, than I thought it my duty to assure you, thatmy devoirs to Mrs. Bramble never exceeded the bounds of
ordinary civility, and that my heart is unalterably fixed upon
Miss Liddy Melford, as I had the honour to declare to her
brother, when he questioned me upon that subject. Lady
Uriskin has been so pood as to charge herself, not only with
the delivery of this note, but also with the task of undeceiv-
ing Mrs. Bramble, for whom I have the most profound
respect ana veneration, though mv affection being otherwise
engaged, is no longer in the power of, sir, your verv humble
servant

> "Ralph Barton."

Having cast my eyes over this billet, I told her
ladyship that I would no longer retard the friendly
office she had undertaken, and I and Jery forthwith
retired into another room. There we soon perceived
the conversation grow very warm betwixt the two
ladies

;
and at length could distinctly hear certain

terms of altercation, which we could no lono-er
delay interrupting, with any regard to decorum.
VV hen we entered the scene of contention, we found
JUddy had joined the disputants, and stood trem-
bling betwixt them, as if she had been afraid they
would have proceeded to something more practical
than words. Lady Griskin's face was like the fullmoon in a storm of wind, glaring, fiery, and por-

tentous
; while Tabby looked grim and ghast>

with an aspect breathing discord and dismay. Our
appearance put a stop to their mutual revilings

; but
her ladyship turning tome, " Cousin," said she, "I
can t help saying I have met with a very ungrateful
return from this lady for the pains I have taken to
serve her family." " My family is much obliged
to your ladyship," cried Tabby, with a kind of
hysterical giggle, " but we have no right to the
good offices of such an honourable go-between "

' But for all that, good Mrs. Tabitha Bramble "

resumed the other, " I shall be content with the re-
flection, that virtue is its own reward ; and it shall
not be my fault if you continue to make yourself
ridiculous. Mr. Bramble, who has no little interest
of his own to serve, will, no doubt, contribute all
in his power to promote a match betwixt Mr. Barton
and his niece, which will b,- equally honourable and
advantageous

; and I dare say Miss Liddv herself
will have no objection to a measure so we"ll calcu-
lated to make her happy in life." " I bee vour
ladyship's pardon," said Liddy, with great vivacity,
'•I have nothing but misery to expect from such a
measure, and I hope my guardians will have too
much compassion to barter my peace of mind for
any consideration of interest or fortune." " Uponmy word, Miss Liidy !

" said she, "you have
profited by the example of your good aunt ; I com-
prehend your meaning, and will explain it when I
have a proper opportunity

; in the mean time I
shall take my leave

; Madam, your most obedient,
and devoted humble servant," said she, advancing
close up to my sister, and curtseying so low, that I
thought she intended to squat herself down on the
floor. This salutation Tabby returned with equal
solemnity

; and the expression of the two faces,
while they continued in this attitude, would be no
bad subject for a pencil like that of the incom-
parable Hogarth, if any such should ever appear
again in these times of dulness and degeneracy.

Jerry accompanied her ladyship to her house,
that he might have an opportunity to restore the
etuis to Barton, and advise him to give up his suit,
which was so disagreeable to his sister, against
whom, however, he returned much irritated. Lady
Gnskin had assured him that Liddy's heart was
preoccupied, and immediately the idea of Wilson
recurring to his imagination, his family pride took
the alarm. He denounced vengeance against that
adventurer, and was disposed to be very peremptory
with his sister

; but I desired he would suppress
his resentment until I should have talked with her
in private.

The poor girl, when I earnestly pressed her on
this head, owned, with a flood of tears, that 'Wilson
had actually come to the Hot AYell at Bristol, and
even introduced himself into our lodgings as a Jew
pedlar, but that nothing had passed betwixt them,
further than her begging him to withdraw immedi-
ately if he had any regard for her peace of mind

;

that he had disappeared accordingly, after having
attempted to prevail upon my sister's maid to deliver
a letter, which, however, she refused to receive,
though she had consented to carrv a message, im-
porting, that he was a gentleman "of a good faniilv,
and that, in a very little time, he would avow his
passion in that character. She confessed, that, al-
though he had not kept his wor« in this particular,
he was not yet altogether indifferent to her affec-
tion, but solemnly promised she would never carry
on any correspondence with him, or any other
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admirer, for the future, without the privity and

approbation of her brother and me.

By this declaration, she made her own peace with

Jery ; but the hotheaded boy is more than ever

incensed against Wilson, whom he now considers

as an imposter that harbours some infamous design

upon the honour of his family. As for Barton, he

was not a little mortified to find his present returned,

and his addresses so unfavourably received ; but he

is not a man to be deeply affected by such disap-

pointments ; and I know not whether he is not

as well pleased with being discarded by Liddy, as he

would have been with a permission to prosecute

his pretensions, at the risk of being every day ex-

posed to the revenge or machinations of Tabby,

who is not to be slighted with impunity. I had

not much time to moralize on these occurrences ;

for the house was visited by a constable and his

gang, with a warrant from Justice Buzzard, to

search the box of Humphry Clinker, my footman,

who was just apprehended as a highwayman. This

incident threw the whole family into confusion.

My sister scolded the constable for presuming to

enter the lodgings of a gentleman on such an

errand, without having first asked and obtained

permission ; her maid was frightened into fits, and

Liddy shed tears of compassion for the unfortunate

Clinker, in whose box, however, nothing was found

to confirm the suspicion of robbery.

For my own part, I made no doubt of the fellow's

being mistaken for some other person, and I went

directly to the justice, in order to procure his dis-

charge"; but there I found the matter much more

serious than I expected. Poor Clinker stood trem-

bling at the bar, surrounded by thief-takers; and,

at a little distance, a thick squat fellow, a postilion,

his accuser, who had seized him in the street, and

swore positively to his person, that the said Clinker

had, on the 15th day of March last, on Blackheath,

robbed a gentleman in a postchaise, which he, the

postilion drove. This deposition was sufficient to

justify his commitment; and he was sent accord-

ingly to Clerkenwell prison, whither Jery accom-

panied him in the coach, in order to recommend

him properly to the keeper, that he may want for

no convenience which the place affords.

The spectators, who assembled to see this high-

wayman, were sagacious enough to discern some-

thing very villanous in his aspect ; which, begging

their pardon, is the very picture of simplicity; and

the justice himself put a very unfavourable con-

struction upon some of his answers, which, he said,

savoured of the ambiguity and equivocation ot an

old offender ; but, in my opinion, it would have

been more just and humane to impute them to the

confusion into which we may suppose a poor coun-

try lad to be thrown on such an occasion. I am

Still persuaded he is innocent ; and, in this persua-

sion, I can do no less than use my utmost endea-

vours that he may not be oppressed. I shall, to-

morrow, send my nephew to wait on the gentleman

who was robbed, and beg he will have the humanity

to go and see the prisoner; that, in case he should

find him quite different from the person of the

hi-hwayman, he may bear testimony in his behalt.

Howsoever it may fare with Clinker, this cursed

affair will be to me productive of intolerable cha-

grin 1 have already caught a dreadful cold, by

rushing into the open air from the justice's parlour,

where I had been stewing in the crowd ; and though

1 should not be laid up with the gout, as I believe

I shall, I must stay at London for some weeks,

till this poor devil comes to his trial at Rochester ;

so that, in all probability, my northern expedition

is blown up.

If you can find any thing in your philosophical

budget, to console me in the midst of these distresses

and apprehensions, pray let it be communicated to

Your unfortunate friend,

London, June 12. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To SirWatktn Phillips, Bart. Jesus College, Oxon.

Dear Wat,—The farce is finished, and another

piece of a graver cast brought upon the stage. Our

aunt made a desperate attack upon Barton, who had

no other way of saving himself, but by leaving her

in possession of the field, and avowing his preten-

sions to Liddy, by whom he has been rejected m
his turn. Lady Griskin acted as his advocate and

agent on this occasion, with such zeal as embroiled

her with Mrs.Tabitha, and a high scene of alterca-

tion passed betwixt these two religionists, which

might have come to action, had not my uncle inter-

posed. They are, however, reconciled, in conse-

quence of an event which has involved us all in

trouble and disquiet. You must know, the poor

preacher, Humphry Clinker, is now exercising his

ministry among the felons in Clerkenwell prison.

A postilion having sworn a robbery against him,

no bail could be taken, and he was committed to

gaol, notwithstanding all the remonstrances and

interest my uncle could make in his behalf.

All thincs considered, the poor fellow cannot

possibly be'guilty, and yet, I believe, he runs some

risk of being hanged. Upon his examination, he

answered with such hesitation and reserve, as per-

suaded most of the people, who crowded the place,

that he was really a knave ; and the justice s re-

marks confirmed their opinion. Exclusive of my
uncle and myself, there was only one person who

seemed inclined to favour the culprit—he was a

young man, well dressed, and, from the manner in

which he cross-examined the evidence, we took it

for granted, that he was a student in one of the

inns of court—he freely checked the justice for

some uncharitable inferences he made to the preju-

dice of the prisoner, and even ventured to dispute

with his worship on certain points of law.

My uncle, provoked at the unconnected and

dubious answers of Clinker, who seemed in danger

of falling a sacrifice to his simplicity, exclaimed.,

" In the name of God, if you are innocent, say so.

" No," cried he, " God forbid that I should call

myself innocent, while my conscience is burdened

with sin." "What then, you did commit this

robbery? resumed his master." "No, sure," said he,

" blessed be the Lord, I'm free of that guilt."

Here the justice interposed, observing, that the

man seemed' inclined to make a discovery by turn-

inn- king's evidence, and desired the clerk to take

his confession; upon which Humphry declared,

that he looked upon confession to be a popish fraud,

invented by the whore of Babylon. The templar

affirmed, that the poor fellow was non compos, and

exhorted the justice to discharge him as a lunatic.

"You know very well," added he, " that the robbery

in question was not committed by the prisoner."

The thief-takers grinned at one another; and

Mr. Justice Buzzard replied, with great emotion,

" Mr. Martin, I desire you will mind your own

business ; I shall convince you one of these days



342 THE EXPEDITION OF
tbat I understand mine." In short, there was no
remedy; the mittimus was made out, and poor
Clinker sent to prison in a hackney-coach, guarded
by the constable, and accompanied by your humble
servant. By the way, I was not a "little surprised
to hear this retainer to justice bid the prisoner to
keep up his spirits, for that he did not at all doubt
but that he would get off for a few weeks' confine-
ment. He said, his worship knew very well that
Clinker was innocent of the fact, and that the real
highwayman, who robbed the chaise, was no other
than that very individual Mr. Martin, who had
pleaded so strenuously for honest Humphry.

Confounded at this information, I asked," "Why
then is he suffered to go about at his liberty, and
this poor innocent fellow treated as a malefactor ?"
" We have exact intelligence of all Mr. Martin's
transactions," said he ;

" but as yet there is no evi-
dence sufficient for his conviction

; and, as for this
young man, the justice could do no less than com-
mit him, as the postilion swore point blank to his
identity." "So, if this rascally postilion should
persist in the falsity to which he "has sworn," said I,
" this innocent lad may be brought to the gallows."
The constable observed, that he would have

time enough to prepare for his trial, and might
prove an alibi; or perhaps, Martin might be appre-
hended, and convicted for another fact, in which
case, he might be prevailed upon to take this affair
upon himself

; or finally, if these chances should
fail, and the evidence stand good against Clinker,
the jury might recommend him to mercy, in consi-
deration of his youth, especially if this "should ap-
pear to be the first fact of which he had been guilty.
Humphry owned he could not pretend to recollect

where he had been on the day when the robbery
was committed, much less prove a circumstance of
that kind, so far back as six months, though he
knew he had been sick ofthe fever and ague, which
however, did not prevent him from going about.'
Then, turning up his eyes, he ejaculated, "The
Lord s will be done ! if it be my fate to suffer, I
hope I shall not disgrace the faith, ofwhich, though
unworthy, I make profession."
When I expressed my surprise, that the accuser

should persist in charging Clinker, without taking
the least notice of the real robber, who stood before
him, and to whom, indeed, Humphry bore not the
smallest resemblance, the constable, "who was him-
self a thief-taker, gave me to understand, that Mr.
Martin was the best qualified for business of all the
gentlemen on the road he had ever known ; that he
had always acted on his own bottom, without
partner or correspondent, and never went to work
but when he was cool and sober ; that his courage
and presence of mind never failed him ; that his
address was genteel, and his behaviour void of all
cruelty and insolence ; that he never encumbered
himself with watches, or trinkets, nor even with
bank-notes, but always dealt for readv money, and
that in the current coin of the kingdom ; and that
he could disguise himself and his "horse in such a
manner, that, after the action, it was impossible to
recognise either the one or the other. " This great
man," said he, " has reigned paramount in all the
roads within fifty miles of London above fifteen
months, and has done more business in that time
than all the rest of the profession put together ; for
those who pass through his hands are so delicately
dealt with, that they have no desire to give him
the least disturbance: but, for all that, his race is

almost run. He is now fluttering about justice like
a moth about a candle. There are so many lime-
twigs laid in his way, that I'll bet a cool hundred
he swings before Christmas."

Shall I own to you, that this portrait, drawn bv a
ruffian, heightened by what I myself had observed
in his deportment, has interested me warmly in the
fate of poor Martin, whom nature seems to have
intended for a useful and honourable member of
that community upon which he now preys for a
subsistence ! It seems he lived some time as a
clerk to a timber merchant, whose daughter Martin
having privately married, he was discarded, and
his wife turned out of doors. She did not long
survive her marriage; and Martin, turning fortune-
hunter, could not supply his occasions any other
way than by taking to the road, in which he has
travelled hitherto with uncommon success. He
pays his respects regularly to Mr. Justice Buzzard,
the thief-catcher general of this metropolis, and
sometimes they smoke a pipe together very lovingly,
when the conversation generally turns upon the
nature of evidence. The justice has given him
fair warning to take care of himself, and he has
received his caution in good part. Hitherto he has
baffled all the vigilance, art, and activity of Buzzard
and his emissaries, with such conduct as would
have done honour to the genius of a Caesar or a
Turenne

;
but he has one weakness, which has

proved fatal to all the heroes of the tribe, namely,
an indiscreet devotion to the fair sex, and, in all
probability, he will be attacked on this defenceless
quarter.

Be that as it may, I saw the body of poor Clinker
consigned to the gaoler of Clerkenwell, to whose
indulgence I recommended him so effectually, that
he received him in the most hospitable manner,
though there was a necessity of equipping him with
a suit of irons, in which he made a very rueful
appearance. The poor creature seemed as much
affected by my uncle's kindness, as by his own mis-
fortune. When I assured him, that nothing should
be left undone for procuring his enlargement, and
making his confinement easy in the mean time, he
fell down upon his knees, "and kissing my hand
which he bathed with his tears, " O squire," cried
he, sobbing, "what shall I say ?—I can't—no, I
can't speak—my poor heart is bursting with grati-
tude to you and my dear—dear—generous—noble
benefactor."

I protest, the scene became so pathetic, that I was
fain to force myself away, and returned to my
uncle, who sent me in the afternoon with his com-
pliments to one Mr. Mead, the persou who had been
robbed on Blackheath. As I did not find him at
home, I left a message, in consequence of which he
called at our lodging this morning, and very
humanely agreed to visit the prisoner. By this
time Lady Griskin had come to make her formal
compliments of condolence to Mrs. Tabitha, on this
domestic calamity; and that prudent maiden, whose
passion was now cooled, thought proper to receive
her ladyship so civilly, that a reconciliation im-
mediately ensued. These two ladies resolved to
comfort the poor prisoner in their own persons,
and Mr. Mead and I squired them to Clerkenwell,
my uncle being detained at home by some slight
complaints in his stomach and bowels.
The turnkey, who received us at Clerkenwell,

looked remarkably sullen ; and when we inquired
for Ciinker, " I don't care if the devil had him."
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said he ;
" here has been nothing but canting and

praying since the fellow entered the place. Rabbit

him ! the tap will be ruined—we han't sold a cask

of beer, nor a dozen of wine, since he paid his

gareish—the gentlemen get drunk with nothing

but your d—ned religion. For my part, I believe

as how your man deals with the devil. Two or

three as bold hearts as ever took the air upon

Hounslow, have been blubbering all night ; and if

,the fellow an't speedily removed by habeas corpus,_

or otherwise, I'll be d—ned if there's a grain of

true spirit left within these walls—we shan't have a

soul to credit to the place, or to make his exit like

a true-born Englishman,—d—n my eyes! there will

be nothing but snivelling in the cart—we shall all

die like so many psalm-singing weavers."

In short, we found that Humphry was, at that

very instant, haranguing the felons in the chapel

;

and that the gaoler's wife and daughter, together

with my aunt's woman, Win. Jenkins, and our

housemaid, were among the audience, which we

immediately joined. I never saw any thing so

strongly picturesque as this congregation of felons

chinking their chains, in the midst of whom stood

orator Clinker, expatiating, in a transport of fervour,

on the torments of hell, denounced in Scripture

against evil-doers, comprehending murderers, rob-

bers, thieves, and whoremongers. The variety of

attention exhibited in the faces of those ragamuffins,

formed a group that would not have disgraced the

pencil of a Raphael. In one it denoted admiration

;

in another, doubt ; in a third, disdain ; in a fourth,

contempt ; in ?. fifth, terror ; in a sixth, derision

;

and in a seventh, indignation. As for Mrs. Winifred

Jenkins, she was in tears, overwhelmed with sorrow

;

but whether for her own sins, or the misfortune of

Clinker, I cannot pretend to say. The other females

seemed to listen with a mixture of wonder and

devotion. The gaoler's wife declared he was a saint

in trouble, saying, she wished from her heart there

was such another good soul like him, in every gaol

in England.

Mr. Mead, having earnestly surveyed the preacher,

declared his appearance was so different from that

of the person who robbed him on Blackheath, that

he could freely make oath he was not the man.

But Humphry himself was by this time pretty well

rid of all apprehensions of being hanged ; for he

had been the night before solemnly tried and ac-

quitted by his fellow-prisoners, some of whom he

had already converted to Methodism. He now

made proper acknowledgments for the honour of

our visit, and was permitted to kiss the hands of the

ladies, who assured him, he might depend upon

their friendship and protection. Lady Griskin, in

her great zeal, exhorted his fellow-prisoners to

profit by the precious opportunity of having such a

saint, in bonds among them, and turn over a new

leaf for the benefit of their poor souls ;
and, that

her admonition might have the greater effect, she

reinforced it with her bounty.

While she and Mrs. Tabby returned in the coach

with the two maid-servants, I waited on Mr. Mead

to the house of Justice Buzzard, who having heard

his declaration, said, his oath could be of no use at

present, but that he would be a material evidence

for the prisoner at his trial. So that there seems

to be no remedy but patience for poor Clinker ; and

indeed the same virtue, or medicine, will be neces-

sary for us all, the squire, in particular, who had

ret his heart upon his excursion to the northward.

While we were visiting honest Humphry in

Clerkenwell prison, my uncle received a much more

extraordinary visit at his own lodgings. Mr. Martin,

of whom I have made such honourable mention,

desired permission to pay him his respects, and was

admitted accordingly. He told him, that having

observed him, at Mr. Buzzard's, a good deal dis-

turbed by what had happened to his servant, he

had come to assure him that he had nothing to ap-

prehend for Clinker's life ;
for, if it was possible

that any jury could find him guilty upon such evi-

dence, he, Martin himself, would produce in court a

person whose deposition would bring him off as

clear as the sun at noon. Sure, the fellow would

not be so romantic as to take the robbery upon

himself! He said the postilion was an infamous

fellow, who had been a dabbler in the same pro-

fession, and saved his life at the Old Bailey by im-

peaching his companions ;
that, being now reduced

to great poverty, he had made this desperate push,

to swear *way the life of an innocent man, in hopes

of having 'he reward upon his conviction ; but that

he would find himself miserably disappointed, for

the justice and his myrmidons were determined to

admit of no interloper in this branch of business ;

and that he did not at all doubt but that they would

find matter enough to stop the evidence himself

before the next gaol delivery. He affirmed, that

all these circumstances were well known to the

justice ; and that his severity to Clinker was no

other than a hint to his master to make him a

present in private, as an acknowledgment of his

candour and humanity.

This hint, however, was so unpalatable to Mr.

Bramble, that he declared, with great warmth, he

would rather confine himself for life to London,

which he detested, than be at liberty to leave it to-

morrow, in consequence of encouraging corruption

in a magistrate. Hearing, however, how favour-

able Mr. Mead's report had been for the prisoner,

he resolved to take the advice of counsel in what

manner to proceed for his immediate enlargement.

I make no doubt but that in a day or two this

troublesome business may be discussed ;
and in this

hope we are preparing for our journey. If our en-

deavours do not miscarry, we shall have taken the

field before you hear again from Yours,

London, June 11. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

Thank Heaven ! dear Lewis, the clouds are dis-

persed, and I have now the clearest prospect of my
summer campaign, which, I hope, I shall be able

to begin to-morrow. I took the advice of counsel

with respect to the case of Clinker, in whose favour

a lucky incident has intervened. The fellow who

accused him has had his own battery turned upon

himself. Two days ago, he was apprehended for

a robbery on the highway, and committed on the

evidence of an accomplice. Clinker, having moved

for a writ of habeas corpus, was brought before the

Lord Chief Justice, who, in consequence of an

affidavit of the gentleman who had been robbed,

importing that the said Clinker was not the person

who stopped him on the highway, as well as in con-

sideration of the postilion's character and present

circumstances, was pleased to order that my ser-

vant should be admitted to bail ; and he has been

discharged accordingly, to the unspeakable satis-

faction of our whole family, to which he has re-

commended himself in an extraordinary manner.
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Dot only by his obliging deportment, but by his
talents of preaching, praying, and singing psalms,
which he has exercised with such effect, that even
iabby respects him as a chosen vessel. If there
was any thing like affectation or hypocrisy in this
excess of religion, I would not keep him in niy
service

;
but so far as I can observe, the fellow's

character is downright simplicity, warmed with a
kind of enthusiasm, which renders him very sus-
ceptible of gratitude and attachment to his bene-
factors.

As he is an excellent horseman, and understands
farriery, I have bought a stout gelding for his use
that he may attend us on the road, and have an
eve to our cattle, m case the coachman should not
mind his business. My nephew, who is to ride his
own saddle horse, has taken, upon trial, a servant
just come from abroad with his former master, Sir
\V ilham Strollop, who vouches for his honesty. The
fellow, whose name is Dutton, seems to be a petit
mattre. He has got a smattering of French, bows
grins, and shrugs, and takes snuff a la mode de
trance, but values himself chieflv upon his skill
and dexterity in hair dressing. If I am not much
deceived by appearance, he is, in all respects, the
very contrast of Humphry Clinker.
My sister has ma'de up matters with Lady Gris-

kin, though, I must own, I should not have been
sorrv to see that connexion entirelv destroyed

; but
-labby is not of a disposition to "forgive Bartonwho I understand, is gone to his seat in Berkshire
tor the summer season. I cannot help suspecting
that in the treaty of peace which has been lately
ratified betwixt those two females, it is stipulated,
that her ladyship shall use her best endeavours to
prov.de an agreeable helpmate for our sister
Labitna, who seems to be quite desperate in her
matrimonial designs. Perhaps the match-maker
is to have a valuable consideration in the way of
brokerage, which she will most certainly deserve,
it she can find any man in his senses who" will yoke
with Mrs. Bramble from motives of affection or
interest.

I find my spirits and my health affect each other
reciprocally—that is to say, every thin- that dis-
composes my mind, produces a correspondent dis-
order in my body

; and my bodily complaints are
remaikably mitigated by those considerations that
dissipate the clouds of mental chagrin. The im-
prisonment of Clinker brought on those symptoms
which I mentioned in my last, and now they are
vanished at his discharge. It must be owned, in-
deed, I took some of the tincture of ginseng, pre-
pared according to your prescription, and found it
exceedingly grateful to the stomach

; but the pain
and sickness continued to return, after short inter-
vals, till the anxiety of my mind was entirely re-
moved, and then I found myself perfectly at ease.W e have had fair weather these ten days, to the
astonishment of the Londoners, who think it por-
tentous. If you enjoy the same indulgence in Wales
1 hope Barnes has got my hay made, and safe cocked
by this time. As we shall be in motion for some
weeks I cannot expect to hear from you as usual

;

but I shall continue to write from every place at
which we make any halt, that you may "know our
track, in case it should be necessary to" communi-
cate any thing to Your assured friend,
London, June I*. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Mrs. Mart Jones, at Brambleton-hall,
frc.

Dear Mart—Having the occasion of my cousin
Jenkins of Aberga'ny, I send you, as a token, a
turkeyshell comb, a kiple of yards of green ribbon
and a sarment upon the nothingness of good works
which was preached in the tabernacle

; and you will
also receive a hornbuck for Saul, whereby she may
learn her letters

; for I am much consarned about
the state of her poor sole—and what are all the
pursuits of this life to theconsarns of that immortal
part? What is life but a veil of affliction ? O Marv '

the whole family have been in such a constipation !

Mr. Clinker has been in trouble, but the gates of
hell have not been able to prevail again him. His
virtue is like pour gould, seven times tried in the
hre. He was tuck up for a robbery, and had before
Gustass Busshard, who made his mittamouse

; and
the pore youth was sent to prison upon the false
oaf of a wilhan, that wanted to sware his life awav
for the looker of cain.

The squire did all in his power, but could not
prevent his being put in chains, and confined anion-
common manufactory where he stud like an inno-
cent sheep in the midst of wolves and tygers. Lord
knows what mought have happened to this pyehouse
young man, if master had not applied to Appias
ivorkus, who lives with the ould bailiff, and is, they
say, five hundred years ould, (God bless us !) and a
congeror

; but, if he be, sure I am he don't dt al with
the devil, otherwise he wouldn't have sought out Mr.
Clinker, as he did, in spite of stone walls, iron bolts,
and double locks, that flew open at his command

;

for Ould Scratch has not a greater enemy upon
hearth than Mr. Clinker, who is indeed a very
powerful labourer in the Lord's vineyard. I do
no more than use the words of my good lady, who
has got the ineffectual calling ; and I trust, that
even myself, though unworthy, shall find grease to
be accepted. Miss Liddy has been touched to the
quick, but is a little timorsome

; howmsoever, I
make no doubt, but she and all of us, will be
brought, by the endeavours of Mr. Clinker, to pro-
duce blessed fruit of generation and repentance.
As for master, and the young squire, they have as
yet had narro glimpse of the new light. I doubt
as how their hearts are hardened bv worldly wisdom,
which, as the pyebill saith, is foolishness in the
sight of God.
O Mary Jones, pray without seizing for grease

to prepare you for the operations of this wonderful
instrument, which, I hope, will be exercised this
winter upon you and others at Brambleton-hall.
To-morrow, we are to set out in a cox and four for
Yorkshire

; and, I believe, we shall travel that way
far, and far, and farther than I can tell; but I
shan't go so far as to forget my friends; and Mary
Jones will always be remembered as one of them
by her humble sarvant,
London, June 14. JENKINS.

To Mrs. Gwyllim, Housekeeper at Brambleton-hall.

Mrs. GwTLLi5t,—I can't help thinking it very
strange, that I never had an answer to the letter I
wrote you some weeks ago from Bath, concerning
the sour bear, the gander, and the maids eating
butter, which I won't allow to be wasted. We are
now going upon a long gurney to the north, whereby
I desire you will redouble your care and circum-
flexion, that the family may be well managed in
our absence

;
for, you know, you must render
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accunt, not only to your earthly master, but also to

him that is above ; and if you are found a good

and faithful sarvant, great will be your reward m
haven. I hope there will be twenty stun of cheese

ready for market by the time I get huom, and as

much owl spun as will make half a dozen pair of

blankets ; and that the savings of the buttermilk

will fetch me a good penny before Martinmas, as

the two pigs are to be fed for baking with birch-

mast and acrons.

I wrote to Doctor Lewis for the same porpuss,

but he never had the good manners to take the

least notice of my letter ; for which reason I shall

never favour him with another, though he beshits

me on his bended knees. You will do well to

keep a watchful eye over the hind Villiams, who is

one of his amissories, and, I believe, no better than

he should be at bottom. God forbid that I should

lack Christian charity; but charity begins at huom,

and sure nothing can be a more charitable work

than to rid the family of such vermin. I do suppose,

that the brindled cow has been had to the parson's

bull, that old Moll has had another litter of pigs,

and that Dick has become a mighty mouser. Fray

order every thing for the best, and be frugal, and

keep the maids to their labour. If I had a private

opportunity, I would send them some hymns to

sing instead of profane ballads ;
but, as I can't, they

and you must be contented with the prayers of

your assured friend,

London, June 14. T. BRAMBLE.

To SirWatkin Phillips, Bart, ofJesus Coll., Oxon.

Dear Phillips—The very day after I wrote

my last, Clinker was set at liberty. As Martin

had foretold, the accuser was himself committed

for a robbery, upon unquestionable evidence. He

had been for some time in the snares of the thief-

taking society ; who, resenting his presumption m
attempting to encroach upon their monopoly of

impeachment, had him taken up and committed

to Newgate, on the deposition of an accomplice,

who has been admitted as evidence for the king.

The postilion being upon record as an old offender,

the Chief Justice made no scruple of admitting

Clinker to bail, when he perused the affidavit of

Mr. Mead, importing that the said Clinker was not

the person that robbed him on Blackheath ; and

honest Humphry was discharged. When he came'

home, he expressed great eagerness to pay his

respects to his master, and here his elocution failed

him, but his silence was pathetic ; he fell down at

his feet, and embraced his knees, shedding a flood

of tears, which my uncle did not see without

emotion. He took snuff in some confusion ; and,

putting his hand in his pocket, gave him his

blessing in something more substantial than words.

" Clinker," said he, " I am so well convinced, both

of your honesty and courage, that I am resolved to

make you my lifeguardman on the highway."

He was accordingly provided with a case of

pistols, and a carbine to be slung across his

shoulders ; and every other preparation being made,

we set out last Thursday, at seven in the morning;

my uncle, with the three women in the coach ;

Humphry, well mounted on a black gelding bought

for his use ;
myself a-horseback, attended by my

new valet, Mr. Dutton, an exceeding coxcomb,

fresh from his travels, whom I had taken upon

trial. The fellow wears a solitaire, uses paint, and

takes rappee with all the grimace of a French

marquis. At present, however, he is in a riding

dress, jack boots, leather breeches, a scarlet waist-

coat, with gold binding, a laced hat, a hanger, a

French posting whip in his hand, and his hair

en queue.

Before we had gone nine miles, my horse lost

one of his shoes ; so that I was obliged to stop at

Barnet, to have another, while the coach proceeded

at an easy pace over the common. About a mile

short of Hatfield, the postilions stopped the car-

riage, and gave notice to Clinker that there were

two suspicious fellows a-horseback, at the end of a

lane, who seemed waiting to attack the coach.

Humphry forthwith apprised my uncle, declaring

he would stand by him to the last drop of his blood

;

and, unslinging his carbine, prepared for action.

The squire had pistols in the pockets of the coach,

and resolved to make use of them directly ;
but he

was effectually prevented by his female companions,

who flung themselves about his neck, and screamed

in concert. At this instant, who should come up,

at a hand gallop, but Martin, the highwayman,

who, advancing to the coach, begged the ladies

would compose themselves for a moment ;
then,

desiring Clinker to follow him to the charge, he

pulled a pistol out of his bosom, and they rode up

together to give battle to the rogues, who, having

fired at a great distance, fled across the common.

They were in pursuit of the fugitives when I came

up, not a little alarmed at the shrieks in the coach,

where I found my uncle in a violent rage, without

his periwig, struggling to disentangle himself from

Tabbv and the other two, and swearing with great

vociferation. Before I had time to interpose, Martin

and Clinker returned from the pursuit, and the

former paid his compliments with great politeness,

giving us to understand, that the fellows had

scampered off, and that he believed they were a

couple of raw 'prentices from London. He com-

mended Clinker for his courage, and said, if we

would give him leave, he would have the honour to

accompany us as far as Stevenage, where he had

some business.

The squire, having recollected and adjusted him-

self, was the first to laugh at his own situation ;
but

it was not without difficulty that Tabby's arms

could be untwisted from his neck, Liddy s teeth

chattered, and Jenkins was threatened with a fit

as usual. I had communicated to my uucle the

character of Martin, as it was described by the

constable, and he was much struck with its singula-

rity. He could not suppose the fellow had any

design on our company, which was so numerous

and well armed ; he therefore thanked him for the

service he had just done them, said he would be

glad of his company, and asked him to dine with

us at Hatfield. This invitation might not have

been agreeable to the ladies, had they known the

real profession of our guest ; but this was a secret

to all, except my uncle and myself. Mrs. Tabitha,

however, would by no means consent to proceed

with a case of loaded pistols in the coach, and they

were forthwith discharged in complaisance to her

and the rest of the women.
Being gratified in this particular, she became

remarkably good-humoured, and at dinner behaved

in the most affable manner to Mr. Martin, with

whose polite address, and agreeable conversation,

she seemed to be much taken. After dinner, the

landlord accosted me in the yard, asked with a
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significant look, if the gentleman that rode the
sorrel belonged to our company? I understood
ins meaning, but answered No ; that he had come
up with us on the common, and helped us to drive
away two fellows, that looked like highwaymen.
-He nodded three times distinctly, as much as to
say he knows his cue. Then he inquired, if one
or those men was mounted on a bay mare, and the
other on a chesnut gelding, with a white streak
down his forehead? and being answered in the
afhrmative, he assured me, they had robbed three
post chaises this very morning. I inquired, in my
turn, if Mr. Martin was of his acquaintance; and
nodding thrice again, he answered, that he had seen
the gentleman.

Before we left Hatfield, my uncle, fixing his eyes
on Martin, with such expression as is more easily
conceived than described, asked, if he often travelled
that road ? and he replied with a look which denoted
his understanding the question, that he very seldom
did business in that part of the country. In a word
this adventurer favoured us with his company to
the neighbourhood of Stevenage, where he took his
leave of the coach and me in very polite terms, and
turned oft upon a cross-road, that led to a village
on the left. At supper, Mrs. Tabby was very full
in the praise of Mr. Martin's good sense and good
breeding and seemed to regret that she had not a
iartner opportunity to make some experiment upon
his affection. In the morning, my uncle was not a
little surprised to receive, from the waiter, a billet
couched in these words

:

«!' 1 °ouW easi,y
I>erceive from your looks when I had

ractP r

0r
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r
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° "T"56 W " h y0U at Ha,neld

'
that "V cha-racter ,s not unknown to you; and. I dare say, you won't
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r Sh°Uld be 8,ad '» changemy presenway of hfe for any other honest occupation, let it be ever so
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in safety.—Perhaps you may think I flatter, when I saythat, from the moment I was witness to your generous con-cern m the cause o. your servant, I conceived a particular
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,
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; a" d yet ^at I say
s true. I should think myself happy, if I could be admittedinto your protection and service, as house-steward clerkbutler or bailiff, for either of which places I think myselftolerably well qualified.- and, sure I am, I should not befound deficient in gratitude and fidelity. At the same timeI am very sensible how much you deviate from the common
«S.'

m
h„t ?

I"re * ,on'."en by PU"ing my professions to the
trial

,
but I don t look upon you as a person that thinks inthe ordinary style

; and the delicacy of my situation, will Iknow, justify this address toa heart warmed with beneficenceand compassion. Understanding you are going pretty farnorth, I shall take an opportunity to throw mvlelf in yourway again before you reach the borders of Scotland ; and Ihope, by that time you will have taken into consideration
the truly distressful case of, honoured sir, your very humbleand devoted servant,

""ju«=

"Edward Martin."

The squire, having perused this letter, put it intomy hand, without saying a syllable ; and when I
had read it, we looked at each other in silence.
From a certain sparkling in his eyes, I discovered
there was more in his heart than he cared to
express with his tongue, in favour of poor Martin

;and this was precisely my own feeling, which he
did not fail to discern, by the same means of com-
munication—" What shall we do," said he, " to save
this poor sinner from the gallows, and make him a
useful member of the commonwealth ? and yet the
proverb says, ' Save a thief from the gallows, and
he 11 cut your throat.' " I told him I really believed
Martin was capable of giving the proverb the
lie

;
and that I should heartily concur in any step

he might take in favour of his solicitation. We
mutually resolved to deliberate upon the subject,

|

and in the mean time proceeded on our journey
I he roads having been broke up by the heavy
rains in the spring, were so rough, that, although
we travelled very slowly, the jolting occasioned
such pain to my uncle, that he was become ex-
ceedingly peevish when we arrived at this place
which hes about eight miles from the post road'
between Wetherby and Boroughbridge.
Harrowgate water, so celebrated for its efficacy

in the scurvy and other distempers, is supplied
from a copious spring, in the hollow of a wild
common, round which a good many houses have
been built for the convenience of the drinkers
though few of them are inhabited. Most of the
company lodge at some distance, in five separate
inns, situated in different parts of the common
from whence they go every morning to the well, in
their own carnages. The lodgers of each inn
torm a distinct society that eat together ; and there
is a commodious public room, where they breakfast
in dishabille, at separate tables, from eight o'clock
till eleven, as they chance or choose to come in
Here also they drink tea in the afternoon, and play
at cards or dance in the evening. One custom,
however, prevails, which I look upon as a solecism
in politeness. The ladies treat with tea in their
turns, and even girls of sixteen are not exempted
trom this shameful imposition. There is a public
hall by subscription every night at one of the
houses, to which all the company from the others
are admitted by tickets

; and, indeed, Harrow°-ate
treads upon the heels of Bath, in the article! of
gaiety and dissipation—with this difference, how-
ever, that here we are more sociable and familiar.
One of the inns is already full up to the very
garrets, having no less than fifty lodgers, and as
many servants. Our family does not exceed thirty-
six

; and I should be sorry to see the number aug-
mented, as our accommodation won't admit of much
increase.

At present, the company is more agreeable than
one could expect from an accidental assemblage of
persons, who are utter strangers to one another.
I here seems to be a general disposition among us
to maintain good fellowship, and promote the pur-
poses of humanity, in favour of those who come
thither on the score of health. I see several faces
which we left at Bath, although the majority are of
the northern counties, and many come from Scot-
land for the benefit of these waters. In such a
variety, there must be some originals, among whom
Mrs. Tabitha Bramble is not the most inconsider-
able. No place, where there is such an intercourse
between the sexes, can be disagreeable to a lady of
her views and temperament. She has had some
warm disputes at table with a lame parson from
Northumberland, on the new birth, and the in-
significance of moral virtue; and her arguments
have been reinforced by an old Scotch lawyer, in a
tie periwig, who, though he has lost his teeth, and
the use of his limbs, can still wag his tongue with
great volubility. He has paid her such fulsome
compliments upon her piety and learning, as seem
to have won her heart ; and she, in her turn, treats
him with such attention, as indicates a design upon
his person

; but, by all accounts, he is too much a
fox to be inveigled into any snare that she can lay
for his affection.

We do not propose to stay long at Harrowgate,
though at present it is our head quarters, from
whence we shall make some excursions to visit two



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 847

or three of our rich relations, who are settled in

this county. Pray remember me to all our friends

iof Jesus, and allow me to be still yours affection-

ately,

Harrowgate, June 23. J. MELFORD.

To Dr. Ltwis.

Dear Doctor—Considering the tax we pay for

turnpikes, the roads of this country constitute a

most intolerable grievance. Between Newark and

"Wetherby, I have suffered more from jolting and

swinging, than ever I felt in the whole course of

my life, although the carriage is remarkably com-

modious and well hung, and the postilions were

very careful in driving. I am now safely housed at

the New Inn at Harrowgate, whither I came to

satisfy my curiosity, rather than with any view of

advantage to my health; and truly, after having

considered all the parts and particulars of the

place, I cannot account for the concourse of people

one finds here, upon any other principle but that

of caprice, which seems to be the character of our

nation.

Harrowgate is a wild common, bare and bleak,

without tree or shrub, or the least signs of culti-

vation ; and the people who come to drink the

water, are crowded together in paltry inns, where

the few tolerable rooms are monopolized by the

friends and favourites of the house, and all the

rest of the lodgers are obliged to put up with

dirty holes, where there is neither space, air,

nor convenience. My apartment is about ten feet

square; and when the folding bed is down, there

is just room sufficient to pass between it and the

fire. One might expect, indeed, that there would

be no occasion for a fire at midsummer; but here

the climate is so backward, that an ash tree, which

our landlord has planted before my window, is just

beginning to put forth its leaves ; and I am faiu to

have my bed warmed every night.

As for the water, which is said to have effected

so many surprising cures, I have drank it once, and

the first draught has cured me of all desire to re-

peat the medicine. Some people say it smells of

rotten eggs, and others compare it to the scourings

of a foul gun. It is generally supposed to be

strongly impregnated with sulphur ; and Dr. Shaw,

in his book upon Mineral Waters, says, he has seen

flakes of sulphur floating in the well. Pace tanti

viri. L for my part, have never observed any

thing like sulphur, either in or about the well;

neither do I find that any brimstone has ever been

extracted from the water. As for the smell, if I

may be allowed to judge from my own organs, it

is exactly that of bilge water ; and the saline taste

of it seems to declare that it is nothing else than

salt water putrified in the bowels of the earth. I

was obliged to hold my nose with one hand, while

I advanced the glass to my mouth with the other
;

and after I had made shift to swallow it, my stomach

could hardly retain what it had received. The

only effects it produced were sickness, griping, and

insurmountable disgust. I can hardly mention it

without puking. The world is strangely misled by

the affectation of singularity. I cannot help sus-

pecting that this water owes its reputation in a

great measure to its being so strikingly offensive.

On the same kind of analogy, a German doctor

has introduced hemlock and other poisons, as spe-

cifics, into the materia medica. I am persuaded, that

all the cures ascribed to the Harrowgate water,

would have been as efficaciously, and infinitely

more agreeably performed, by the internal and ex-

ternal use of sea-water. Sure I am, this last is

much less nauseous to the taste and smell, and

much more gentle in its operation as a purge, as

well as more extensive in its medical qualities.

Two days ago, we went across the country to visit

Squire Burdock, who married a first cousin of my
father, an heiress, who brought him an estate of a

thousand a year. This gentleman is a declared

opponent of the ministry in parliament ;
and,

having an opulent fortune, piques himself upon

living in the country, and maintaining old English

hospitality. By the by, this is a phrase very much
used by the English themselves, both in words and

writing ; but I never heard of it out of the island,

except by way of irony and sarcasm. What the

hospitality of our forefathers has been, I should be

glad to see recorded rather in the memoirs of

strangers who have visited our country, and were

the proper objects and judges of such hospitality,

than in the discourse and lucubrations of the

modern English, who seem to describe it from

theory and conjecture. Certain it is, we are

generally looked upon by foreigners as a people

totally destitute of this virtue ; and I never was in

any country abroad where I did not meet with per-

sons of distinction who complained of having been

inhospitably used in Great Britain. A gentleman

of France, Italy, or Germany, who has entertained

and lodged an Englishman at his house, when he

afterwards meets with his guest at London, is asked

to dinner at the Saracen's Head, the Turk's Head,

the Boar's Head, or the Bear, eats raw beef and

butter, drinks execrable port, and is allowed to pay

his share of the reckoning.

But, to return from this digression, which my
feeling for the honour of my country obliged me
to make. Our Yorkshire cousin has been a mighty

fox-hunter before the Lord; but now he is too fat and

unwieldy to leap ditches and five-bar gates; never-

theless, he still keeps a pack of hounds, which are

well exercised, and his huntsman every night en-

tertains him with the adventures of the day's chase,

which he recites in a tone and terms that are ex-

tremely curious and significant. In the mean time,

his broad brawn is scratched by one of his grooms.

This fellow, it seems, having no inclination to

curry any beast out of the stable, was at great

pains to scollop his nails in such a manner, that the

blood followed at every stroke. He was in hopes

that he would be dismissed from this disagreeable

office, but the event turned out contrary to his ex-

pectation. His master declared he was the best

scratcher in the family ; and now he will not suffer

any other servant to draw a nail upon his carcase.

The squire's lady is very proud, without being

stiff or inaccessible. She receives even her inferiors

in point of fortune with a kind of arrogant civility

;

but then she thinks she has a right to treat them

with the most ungracious freedoms of speech, and

never fails to let them know she is sensible of her

own superior affluence. In a word, she speaks

well of no living soul, and has not one single friend

m the world. Her husband hates her mortally ;

but although the brute is sometimes so very power-

ful in him, that he will have his own way, he gene-

rally truckles to her dominion, and dreads, like a

school-boy, the lash of her tongue. On the other

hand, she is afraid of provoking him too far, lest
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he should make some desperate effort to shake off
her yoke. She therefore acquiesces in the proofs
he daily gives of his attachment to the liberty of
an English freeholder, by saying and doing, at his
own table, whatever gratifies the brutality of his
disposition, or contributes to the ease of his person.
The house, though large, is neither elegant nor
comfortable. It looks like a great inn, crowded
with travellers, who dine at the landlord's ordinary,
where there is a great profusion of victuals and
drink

; but mine host seems to be misplaced, and I
would rather dine upon filberts with a hermit, than
feed upon venison with a hog. The footmen might
be aptly compared to the waiters of a tavern, if they
were more serviceable, and less rapacious ; but
they are generally insolent and inattentive, and so
greedy, that I think I can dine better, and for less
expense, at the Star and Garter in Pali-Mall, than
at our cousin's castle in Yorkshire. The squire is
not only accommodated with a wife, but he is also
blessed with an only son, about two-and-twenty,
just returned from Italy, a complete fiddler, and
dilettante

; and he slips no opportunity of manifest-
ing the most perfect contempt for his own father.
When we arrived, there was a family of foreign-

ers at the house, on a visit to this virtuoso, with
whom they had been acquainted at the Spa. It
was the Count de Melville, with his lady, on their
way to Scotland. Mr. Burdock had met with an
accident, in consequence of which both the Count
and I would have retired ; but the young gentle-
man and his mother insisted upon our staying
dinner, and their serenity seemed to be so little
ruffled by what had happened, that we complied
with their invitation. The squire had been brought
home over night in his post-chaise, so terribly be-
laboured about the pate, that he seemed to be in a
state of stupefaction, and had ever since remained
speechless. A country apothecary, called Grieve,
who lived in a neighbouring village, having been
called to his assistance, had let him blood, and ap-
plied a poultice to his head, declaring that he had
no fever, nor any other bad symptom, but the loss
of speech, if he really had lost that faculty. But
the young squire said this practitioner was an igno-
rantaccio, that there was a fracture in the cranium, and
that there was a necessity for having him trepanned
without loss of time. His mother espousing this
opinion, had sent an express to York for a surgeon
to perform the operation, and he was already come,
with his 'prentice and instruments. Having ex-
amined the fatient's head, he began to prepare his
dressings

; though Grieve still retained his first
opinion that there was no fracture, and was the
more confirmed in it, as the squire had passed
the night in profound sleep, uninterrupted by anv
catching or convulsion. The York surgeon said
he could not tell whether there was a fracture,
until he should take off the scalp ; but at any rate,
the operation might be of service, in giving vent to
any blood that might be extravasated, either above
or below the dura mater. The lady and her son
were clear for trying the experiment; and Grieve
was dismissed with some marks of contempt, which,
perhaps, he owed to the plainness of his appearance.
He seemed to be about the middle age, wore his
own black hair without any sort of dressing

; by
his garb, one would have taken him for a Quaker,
but he had none of the stiffness of that sect ; on
the contrary, he was verv submissive, respectful,
and remarkably taciturn

Leaving the ladies in an apartment by them,
selves, we adjourned to the patient's chamber,
where the dressings and instruments were displayed
in order upon a pewter dish. The operator, laying
aside his coat and periwig, equipped himself with
a nightcap, apron, and sleeves, while his 'prentice
and footman, seizing the squire's head, began to
place it in a proper posture. But mark what followed.
The patient, bolting upright in the bed, collared
each of these assistants with the grasp of Hercules,
exclaiming, in a bellowing tone, "I han't lived so
long in Yorkshire to be trepanned by such vermin
as you;" and, leaping on the floor, put on his
breeches quietly, to the astonishment of us all.
The surgeon still insisted upon the operation, al-
leging it was now plain that the brain was injured,
and desiring the servants to put him into bed
again

; but nobody would venture to execute his
orders, or even to interpose ; when the squire
turned him and his assistants out of doors, and
threw his apparatus out at the window. Having
thus asserted his prerogative, and put on his
clothes with the help of a valet, the Count, with
my nephew and me, were introduced by his son,
and received with his usual style of rustic civility.
Then, turning to Signior Macaroni, with a sarcastic
grin, " I tell thee what, Dick," said he, "a man's skull
is not to be bored every time his head is broken ; and
I'll convince thee and thy mother, that I know as
many tricks as e'er an old fox in the West Biding."
We afterwards understood he had quarrelled at a

public-house with an exciseman, whom he challenged
to a bout at single stick, in which he had been
worsted

; and that the shame of this defeat had tied
up his tongue. As for Madam, she had shown no
concern for his disaster, and now heard of his re-
covery without emotion. She had taken some
little notice of my sister and niece, though rather
with a view to indulge her own petulance, than out
of any sentiment of regard to our family. She said
Liddy was a fright, and ordered her woman to ad-
just her head before dinner; but she would not
meddle with Tabby, whose spirit, she soon per-
ceived, was not to be irritated with impunity. At
table she acknowledged me so far as to say she had
heard of my father; though she hinted that he had
disobliged her family by making a poor match in
Wales. She was disagreeably familiar in her in-
quiries about our circumstances ; and asked if I
intended to bring up my nephew to the law ? I told
her that as he had an independent fortune, he should
follow no profession but that of a country gentle-
man

; and that I was not without hopes of procur-'
ing for him a seat in parliament. " Pray, cousin,"
said she, " what may his fortune be ?" When I
answered that, with what I should be able to give
him, he would have better than two thousand a
year; she replied, with a disdainful toss of the head,
that it would be impossible for him to preserve his
independence on such a paltry provision.
Not a little nettled at this arrogant remark, I told

her I had the honour to sit in parliament with her
father, when he had little more than half that in- I

come ; and I believed there was not a more indepen-
dent and incorruptible member in the house. " Ay,
but times are changed," cried the squire. Countr'v
gentlemen now-a-days live after another fashion.
My table alone stands me a cool thousand a quarter,
though I raise my own stock, import my own
liquors, and have every thing at the first hand.
True it is, I keep open house, and receive all comers
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for the honour of Old England." " If that be the

case," said I, "'tis a wonder you can maintain it at

so small an expense ; but every private gentleman
is not expected to keep a caravansera for the ac-

commodation of travellers. Indeed, if every indi-

vidual lived in the same style, you would not have
such a number of guests at your table ; of conse-

quence your hospitality would not shine so bright

forthe glory of the West Riding." The young squire,

tickled by this ironical observation, exclaimed, " O
die burla f—His mother eyed me in silence with a

supercilious air ; and the father of the feast, taking

a bumper of October, " My service to you, cousin

Bramble," said he, " I always heard there was
something keen and biting in the air of the Welsh
mountains."

I was much pleased with the Count de Melville,

who is sensible, easy, and polite ; and the Countess

is the most amiable woman I ever beheld. In the

afternoon they took leave of their entertainers ; and
the young gentleman, mounting his horse, under-

took to conduct their coach through the park, while

one of their servants rode round to give notice to

the rest, whom they had left at a public-houre on
the road. The moment their backs were turned,

the censorious demon took possession of our York-
shire landlady and our sister Tabitha. The former
observed that the Countess was a good sort of a

body, but totally ignorant of good-breeding, conse-

quently awkward in her address. The squire said,

he did not pretend to the breeding of anything but

colts ; but that the jade would be very handsome,

if she was a little more in flesh. " Handsome !"

cried Tabby, "she has indeed a pair of black eyes

without any meaning ; but then there is not a good
feature in her face." " I know not what you call

good features in Wales," replied our landlord; "'but

they'll pass in Yorkshire." Then turning to Liddy,

he added, " what say you, my pretty Redstreak ?

—

what is your opinion of the Countess?" "I think,"

cried Liddy, with great emotion, " she's an angel."

Tabby chid her for talking with such freedom in

company; and the lady of the house said, in a con-

temptuous tone, she supposed Miss had been brought

up at a country boarding-school.

Our conversation was suddenly interrupted by
the young gentleman, who galloped into the yard

all aghast, exclaiming that the coach was attacked

by a great number ofhighwaymen. My nephew and

I rushed out, found his own and his servant's horse

ready saddled in the stable, with pistols in the caps.

We mounted instantly, ordered Clinker and Dutton

to follow with all possible expedition ; but, notwith-

standing all the speed we could make, the action

was over before we arrived, and the Count, with his

lady, safe lodged at the house of Glieve, who had
signalized himself in a very remarkable manner on

this occasion. At the turning of a lane that led to

the village where the Count's servants remained, a

couple of robbers a-horseback suddenly appeared,

with their pistols advanced; one kept the coachman

in awe, and the other demanded the Count's money,

while the young squire went off at full speed, with-

out ever casting a look behind. The Count desired

the thief to withdraw his pistol, as the lady was in

great terror, delivered his purse without making the

least resistance ; but not satisfied with this booty,

which was pretty considerable, the rascal insisted

upon rifling her of her ear-rings and necklace, and

the Countess screamed with affright. Her husband,

exasperated at the violence with which she was

threatened, wrested the pistol out of the fellow's

hand, and, turning it upon him, snapped it in his

face ; but the robber knowing there was no charge
in it, drew another from his bosom, and in all pro-
bability would have killed him on the spot, had not
his life been saved by a wonderful interposition.

Grieve, the apothecary, chancing to pass that very
instant, ran up to the coach, and, with a crabstick,

which was all the weapon he had, brought the fellow

to the ground with the first blow ; then seizing his

pistol, presented it to his colleague, who fired his

piece at random, and fled without farther opposition.

The other was secured by the assistance of the

Count and the coachman ; and his legs being tied

under the belly of his own horse, Grieve conducted
him to the village, whither also the carriage pro-

ceeded. It was with great difficulty the Countess
could be kept from swooning ; but at last she was
happily conveyed to the house of the apothecary,
who went into the shop to prepare some drops for

her, while his wife and daughter administered to

her in another apartment.

I found the Count standing in the kitchen with
the parson of the parish, and expressing much im-
patience to see his protector, whom as yet he had
scarce found time to thank for the essential service

he had done him and the Countess. The daughter
passing at the same time with a glass of water,

Monsieur de Melville could not help taking notice

ofher figure, which was strikingly engaging—"Ay,"
said the parson, " she is the prettiest girl, and the

best girl in all my parish ; and if I could give my
son an estate of ten thousand a year, he should have
my consent to lay it at her feet. If Mr. Grieve had
been as solicitous about getting money, as he has

been in performing ad the duties of a primitive

Christian, Fy would not have hung so long upon his

hands." " What is her name ?" said I. " Sixteen

years ago," answered the vicar, " I christened her
by the name of Serafina Melvilia." " Ha ! what

!

how !" cried the Count eagerly, " sure you said

Serafina Melvilia." " I did," said he ; "Mr. Grieve
told me those were the names of two noble persons

abroad, to whom he had been obliged for more
than life."

The Count, without speaking another syllable,

rushed into the parlour, crying, " This is your god-

daughter, my dear." Mrs. Grieve, then seizing the

Countess by the hand, exclaimed with great agita-

tion, "0 madam!—O sir! I am—I am your poor

Elinor. This is my Serafina Melvilia. O child !

these are the Count and Countess of Melville—the

generous— the glorious benefactors of thy once

unhappy parents."

The Countess, rising from her seat, threw her

arms about the neck of the amiable Serafina, and
clasped her to her breast with great tenderness,

while she herself was embraced by the weeping
mother. This moving scene was completed by the

entrance of Grieve himself, who, falling on his

knees before the Count, "Behold," said he, "a peni-

tent, who at length can look upon his patron with-

out shrinking." " Ah, Ferdinand !'

' cried he, raising

and folding him in his arms, " the playfellow of my
infancy—the companion of my youth! Is it to you
then I am indebted for my life?" "Heaven has

heard my prayer," said the other, " and given me
an opportunity to prove myself not altogether un-

worthy of your clemency and protection." He
then kissed the hand of the Countess, while Mon
sieur de Melville saluted his wife and lovely

31
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daughter, and all of ns were greatly affected by
this pathetic recognition.

In a word, Grieve was no other than Ferdinand
Count Fathom, whose adventures were printed
many years ago. Being a sincere convert to virtue,

he had changed his name, that he might elude the
inquiries of the Count, whose generous allowance
he determined to forego, that he might have no de-
pendence but upon his own industry and modera-
tion. He had accordingly settled in this village as
a practitioner in surgery and physic, and for some
years wrestled with all the miseries of indigence

;

which, however, he and his wife had borne with
the most exemplary resignation. At length, by
dint of unwearied attention to the duties of his pro-
fession, which he exercised with equal humanitv
and success, he had acquired a tolerable share of
business among the farmers and common people,
which enabled him to live in a decent manner. He
had been scarce ever seen to smile, was unaffectedly
pious ; and all the time he could spare from the
avocations of his employment, he spent in educat-
ing his daughter, and in studying for his own im-
provement. In short, the adventurer Fathom was,
under the name of Grieve, universally respected
among the commonalty of this district, as a prodigy
of learning and virtue." These particulars I learned
from the vicar, when we quitted the room, that
they might be under no restraint in their mutual
effusions. I make no doubt that Grieve will be
pressed to leave off business, and reunite himself to
the Count's family ; and as the Countess seemed
extremely fond of his daughter, she will, in all

probability, insist upon Serafina's accompanying
her to Scotland.

Having paid our compliments to these noble per-
sons, we returned to the squire's, where we ex-
pected an invitation to pass the night, which was
wet and raw : but, it seems, Squire Burdock's
hospitality reached not so far for the honour of
Yorkshire : we therefore departed in the evening,
and lay at an inn, where I caught cold.

In hope of riding it down before it could take
fast hold on my constitution, I resolved to visit

another relation, one Mr. Pimpernel, who lived
about a dozen miles from the place where we
lodged. Pimpernel, being the youngest of four
sons, was bred an attorney at Furnival's Inn ; but
all his elder brothers dying, he got himself called
to the bar for the honour of his family, and, soon
after this preferment, succeeded to his father's

estate, which was very considerable. He carried
home with him all the knavish chicanery of the
lowest pettifogger, together with a wife whom he
had purchased of a drayman for twenty pounds

;

and he soon found means to obtain a dedimus as an
acting justice of peace. He is not only a sordid
miser in his disposition, but his avarice is mingled
with a spirit of despotism, which is truly diaboli-
cal. He is a brutal husband, an unnatural parent,
a harsh master, an oppressive landlord, a litigious

neighbour, and a partial magistrate. Friends he
has none

; and, in point of hospitality and good-
breeding, our cousin Burdock is a prince in com-
parison of this ungracious miscreant, whose house
is the lively representation of a gaol. Our recep-
tion was suitable to the character I have sketched.
Had it depended upon the wife, we should have
been kindly treated. She is really a good sort of
a woman, in spite of her low original, and well
respected in the county ; but she has not interest

enough in her own house to command a draught of
table beer, far less to bestow any kind of education
on her children, who run about like raeged colts in a
state of nature. Pox on him ! he is such a dirtv fel-
low, that I have not patience to prosecute the subject
By the time we reached Harrowgate, I began

to be visited by certain rheumatic sy mptoms. The
Scotch lawyer, Mr. Micklewhimmen", recommended
a hot bath of these waters so earnestly, that I was
over-persuaded to try the experiment. "He had used
it often with success, and always staid an hour in
the bath, which was a tub filled with Harrowgate
water, heated for the purpose. If I could hardly
bear the smell of a single tumbler when cold, you
may guess how my nose was regaled bvthe steams
arising from a hot bath of the same fluid. At night
I was conducted into a dark hole on the ground
floor, where the tub smoked and stunk like the pot
of Acheron in one corner, and in another stood a
dirty bed provided with thick blankets, in which
I was to sweat after coming out of the hath. My
heart seemed to die within me when I entered this
dismal bagnio, and found my brain assaulted by
such insufferable effluvia. I cursed Micklewhini-
men, for not considering that my organs were
formed on this side of the Tweed; but being
ashamed to recoil upon the threshold, I submitted
to the process.

After having endured all but real suffocation for
above a quarter of an hour in the tub, I was moved
to the bed, and wrapped in blankets. There I lay
a full hour panting with intolerable heat ; but not
the least moisture appearing on my skin. I was
carried to my own chamber, and passed the night
without closing an eye, in such a flutter of spirits
as rendered me the most miserable wretch in being.
I should certainly have run distracted, if the rare-
faction of my blood, occasioned by that Stygian
bath, had not burst the vessels, and produced a
violent hemorrhage, which, though dreadful and
alarming, removed the horrible disquiet. I lost two
pounds of blood and more on this occasion ; and
find myself still weak and languid ; but, I believe,
a little exercise will forward my recovery ; and
therefore I am resolved to set out to-morrow for
York, in my way to Scarborough, where I propose
to brace up my fibres by sea-bathing, which I
know is one of your favourite specifics. There is,

however, one disease, for which you have found as
yet no specific, and that is old age, of which this

tedious unconnected epistle is an infallible symp-
tom. What, therefore, cannot be cured, must be en-
dured, by you,as well as by yours,

Harrowgate, June 26. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To SirWatkbj PsTLiAPS,Bart. ofJesus Coll. Oxon.
Dear Kxight,—The manner of living at Har-

rowgate was so agreeable to my disposition, that
I left the place with some regret. Our aunt Tabby
would have probably made some objection to our
departing so soon, had not an accident embroiled
her with Mr. Micklewhimmen, the Scotch advo-
cate, on whose heart she had been practising, from
the second day after our arrival. That original,

though seemingly precluded from the use of his

limbs, had tiyned his genius to good account. In
short, by dint of groaning and whining, he had ex-
cited the compassion of the company so effectually,

that an old lady, who occupied the very best apart-
ment inthehouse, gave it upfor his ease and conveni-
ence. When his man led him into the long-room,
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all the females were immediately in commotion.
One set an elbow-chair ; another shook up the
cushion ; a third brought a stool ; and a fourth a
pillow, for the accommodation of his feet. Two
ladies (of whom Tabby was always one) supported
him into the dining-room, and placed him properly
at the table ; and his taste was indulged with a
succession of delicacies, culled by their fair hands.
All this attention he repaid with a profusion of
compliments and benedictions, which were not
the less agreeable for being delivered in the Scot-
tish dialect. As for Mrs. Tabitha, his respects
were particularly addressed to her, and he did not
fail to mingle them with religious reflections, touch-
ing free grace, knowing her bias to Methodism,
which he also professed upon a Calvinistical model.
For my part, I could not help thinking this law-

yer was not such an invalid as he pretended to be.

I observed he ate very heartily three times a-day

;

and though his bottle was marked stomachic tinc-

ture, he had recourse to it so often, and seemed to

swallow it with such peculiar relish, that I sus-

pected it was not compounded in the apothecary's

shop, or the chemist's laboratory. One day, while
he was earnest in discourse with Mrs. Tabitha,

and his servant had gone out on some occasion or
other, I dexterously exchanged the labels and situ-

ation of his bottle and mine
; and, having tasted

his tincture, found it was excellent claret. I forth-

with handed it about to some of my neighbours,

and it was quite emptied before Mr. Micklewhim-
men had occasion to repeat his draught. At
length, turning about, he took hold of my bottle

instead of his own, and, filling a large glass, drank
to the health of Mrs. Tabitha. It had scarce

touched his lips, when he perceived the change
which had been put on him, and was at first a little

out of countenance. He seemed to retire within

himself in order to deliberate, and in half a minute
his resolution was taken. Addressing himself to our
quarter, " I give the gentleman credit for his wit

(said he), it was a gude practical joke ; but some-
times hi joci in seria ducunt mala. I hope, for his

own sake, he has na drank all the liccor ; for it was
a vara poorful infusion ofjallap in Bourdeaux wine

;

and its possible he may ta'en sic a dose as will

produce a terrible catastrophe in his ain booels."

By far the greater part of the contents had fallen

to the share of a young clothier from Leeds, who
had come to make a figure at Harrowgate, and
was, in effect, a great coxcomb in his way. It was
with a view to laugh at his fellow-guests, as well

as to mortify the lawyer, that he had emptied the

bottle, when it came to his turn, and he had
laughed accordingly. But now his mirth gave way
to his apprehension. He began to spit, to make
wry faces, and writhe himself into various contor-

tions—" D—n the stuff !" cried he, " I thought it

had a villanous twang—pah ! He that would
cozen a Scot, mun get oop betimes, and take old

Scratch for his counsellor." " In troth, mester
what d'ye ca' um," replied the lawyer, " your wit

has run you into a filthy puddle—I'm truly con-

sarned for your waeful case. The best advice I

can give you in sic a dilemma, is to send an express

to Rippon for Dr. Waugh without delay ; and, in

the mean time, swallow all the oil and butter you
can find in the hoose, to defend your poor stomach
and intastines from the villication of the particles

of the jallap, which is vara violent, even when
taken in moderation."

CLINKER. {jji

The poor clothier's torments had already begun
He retired, roaring with pain, to his own chamber!
the oil was swallowed, and the doctor sent for;
but before he arrived, the miserable patient had
made such discharges upwards and downwards,
that nothing remained to give him farther offence.
And this double evacuation was produced by ima-
gination alone ; for what he had drank was genuine
wine of Bourdeaux, which the lawyer had brought
from Scotland, for his own private use. The
clothier, finding the joke turn out so expensive
and disagreeable, quitted the house next morning,
leaving the triumph to Micklewhimmen, who en-
joyed it internally, without any outward signs of
exultation ; on the contrary, he affected to pity the
young man for what he had suffered, and acquired
fresh credit from this show of moderation.

It was about the middle of the night which
succeeded this adventure, that the vent of the
kitchen chimney being foul, the soot took fire, and
the alarm was given in a dreadful manner. Every
body leaped naked out of bed, and in a minute the
whole house was filled with cries and confusion.
There were two stairs in the house, and to these
we naturally ran ; but they were both so blocked
up oy the people pressing upon one another, that

it seemed impossible to pass without throwing
down and trampling upon the women. In the
midst of this anarchy, Mr. Micklewhimmen, with
a leathern portmanteau on his back, came running
as nimbly as a buck along the passage ; and Tabby,
in her under petticoat, endeavouring to hook him
under the arm, that she might escape through his

protection, he very fairly pushed her down, crying,
" Na, na, gude faith charity begins at hame !"

Without paying the least respect to the shriek?
and entreaties of his female friends, he charged
through the midst of the crowd, overturning every
thing that opposed him, and actually fought his

way to the bottom of the staircase. By this time
Clinker had found a ladder, by which he entered
the window of my uncle's chamber, where our
family was assembled, and proposed that we should
make our exit successively by that conveyance.
The squire exhorted his sister to begin the descent

;

but, before she could resolve, her woman, Mrs.
Winifred Jenkins, in a transport of terror, threw
herself out at the window upon the ladder, while
Humphry dropped upon the ground, that he might
receive her in her descent. This maiden was just

as she had started out of bed ; the moon shone very
bright, and a fresh breeze of wind blowing, none of
Mrs. Winifred's beauties could possibly escape
the view of the fortunate Clinker, whose heart was
not able to withstand the united force of so many
charms ; at least, I am much mistaken if he has
not been her humble slave from that moment. He
received her in his arms, and, giving her his coat

to protect her from the weather, ascended again

with admirable dexterity.

At that instant the landlord of the house called

out with an audible voice, that the fire was extin-

guished, and the ladies had nothing farther to fear.

This was a welcome note to the audience, and pro-

duced an immediate effect ; the shrieking ceased,

and a confused sound of expostulation ensued. I
conducted Mrs. Tabitha and my sister to their own
chamber, where Liddy tainted away, but was soon
brought to herself. Then I went to offer my
service to the other ladies, who might want assist-

ance. They were all scudding through the passage
3 I 2
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to their several apartments ; and as the thorough-
fare was lighted hy two lamps, I had a pretty
good observation of them in their transit

; but, as
most of them were naked to the smock, and all

their heads shrouded in huge nightcaps, I could
not distinguish one face from another, though I
recognised some of their voices. These were
generally plaintive ; some wept, some scolded, and
some prayed. I lifted up one poor gentlewoman,
who had been overturned and sore bruised by a
multitude of feet; and this was also the case with
the lame parson from Northumberland, whom
Micklewhimmen had in his passage overthrown,
though not with impunity ; for the cripple, in fall-

ing, gave him such a good pelt ia the head with his
crutch, that the blood followed.

As for the lawyer, he waited below till the
hurly-burly was over, and then stole softly to his
own chamber, from which he did not venture to
make a second sally till eleven in the forenoon,
when he was led into the public room by his own
servant and another assistant, groaning most woe-
fully, with a bloody napkin round his head. But
tilings were greatly altered—the selfish brutality of
his behaviour on the stairs had steeled their hearts
against all his arts and address. Not a soul offered
to accommodate him with a chair, cushion, or foot-
stool ; so that he was obliged to sit down on a hard
wooden bench. In that position he looked around
with_ a rueful aspect, and, bowing very low, said, in
a whining tone, " Your most humble servant, ladies—fire is a dreadful calamity." " Fire purifies
gold, and it tries friendship," cried Mrs. Tabitha,
bridling. "Yea, madam," replied Micklewhim-
men, " and it trieth discretion also—." " If dis-
cretion consists in forsaking a friend in adversity,
you are eminently possessed of that virtue," re-
sumed our aunt. " Na, madam," rejoined the ad-
vocate, " well I wot, I cannot claim any merit from
the mode of my retreat. Ye'll please to observe,
ladies, there are twa independent principles that
actuate our nature ; one is instinct, which we have
in common with the brute creation, and the other
is reason. Noo, in certain great emergencies, when
the faculty of reason is suspended, instinct taks the
lead, and, when this predominates, having no
affinity with reason, it pays no sort of regard to
its connexions ; it only operates for the preserva-
tion of the individual, and that by the most expe-
ditious and effectual means. Therefore, begging
your pardon, ladies, I'm no accountable, in faro
conscient'uc, for what I did, while under the in-
fluence of this irresistible pooer."
Here my uncle interposed,—" I should be glad

to know," said he, " whether it was instinct that
prompted you to retreat with bag and baggage ;

'.

for, I think, you had a portmanteau on your
shoulder—." The lawyer answered, without hesi- :

tation, " Gif I might tell my mind freely, without i

incurring the suspicion of presumption, I should i

think it was something superior to either reason or 1

instinct which suggested that measure, and this on ;

a twafald accoont. In the first place, the port- 1

ruanteau contained the writings of a worthy noble- (

man's estate; and their being burnt, would have s

occasioned a loss that could not he repaired. Se- 1

condly, my good angel seems to have laid the 1

portmantle on my shoulders, by way of defence, to £

sustain the violence of a most inhuman blow from £

the crutch of a reverend clergyman
;
which, even e

in spite of that medium, hath wounded me sorely, c

- even unto the pericranium." " By your own doc-
7 trine," cried the parson, who chanced to be present,
3 "lam not accountable for the blow, which was the
1 effect of instinct." " I crave your pardon, reve-
1 rend sir," said the other, " instinct never acts but
[ for the preservation of the individual; but your
i preservation was out of the case. You had already
1 received the damage, and therefore the blow must
,

be imputed to revenge, which is a sinful passion,
i that ill becomes any Christian, especially a Pro-
i testant divine ; and let me tell you, most reverend
i doctor, gin I had a mind to plea, the law would
,

hauld my libel relevant." " Why, the damage is

pretty equal on both sides," cried the parson
;

i
" your head is broke, and my crutch is snapped in
the middle. Now, if you will repair the one, I will
be at the expense of curing the other."

This sally raised the laugh against Micklewhim-
men, who began to look grave ; when my uncle, in
order to change the discourse, observed, that instinct
had been very kind to him in another respect, for
it had restored to him the use of his limbs, which,
in his exit, he had moved with surprising agility.
He replied, that it was the nature of fear to brace
up the nerves, and mentioned some surprising feats
of strength and activity performed by persons under
the impulse of terror ; but he complained that, in
his own particular, the effects had ceased when the
cause was taken away. The squire said he would
lay a tea-drinking on his head, that he should
dance a Scotch measure, without making a false
step

; and the advocate grinning, called for the
piper. A fiddler being at hand, this original started
up, with his bloody napkin over his black tye-
periwig, and acquitted himself in such a manner,
as excited the mirth of the whole company ; but he
could not regain the good graces of Mrs. Tabby,
who did not understand the principle of instinct

;

and the lawyer did not think it worth his while to
proceed to further demonstration.
From Harrowgate we came hither, by the way

of York, and here we shall tarry some days, as my
uncle and Tabitha are both resolved to make use of
the waters. Scarborough, though a paltry town,
is romantic, from its situation along a cliff that
overhangs the sea. The harbour is formed by a
small elbow of land that runs out as a natural mole,
directly opposite to the town ; and on that side is

the castle, which stands very high, of considerable
extent, and before the invention of gunpowder, was
counted impregnable. At the other end of Scarbo-
rough are two public rooms for the use of the company
who resort to this place in the summer, to drink
the waters and bathe in the sea ; and the diversions
are pretty much on the same footing here as at
Bath. The Spa is a little way beyond the town, on
this side, under a cliff, within a few paces of the
sea, and thither the drinkers go every morning in
dishabille ; but the descent is by a great number of
steps, which invalids find very inconvenient. Be-
twixt the well and the harbour, the bathing machines
are ranged along the beach, with all their proper
utensils and attendants. You have never seen one
of these machines. Image to yourself a small,
snug, wooden chamber, fixed upon a wheel-carriage,
having a door at each end, and, on each side, a
little window above, a bench below. The bather,
ascending into this apartment by wooden steps,

shuts himself in, and begins to undress, while the
attendant yokes a horse to the end next the sea,

and draws the carriage forwards till the surface of
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the water is on a level with a floor of the dressing

room, then he moves and fixes the horse to the

other end. The person within, being stripped,

opens the door to the seaward, where he finds the

guide ready, and plunges headlong into the water.

After having bathed, he re-ascends into the apart-

ment, by the steps which had been shifted for that

purpose, and puts on his clothes at his leisure,

while the carriage is drawn back again upon the

dry land, so that he has nothing further to do but

to open the door, and come down as he went up.

Should he be so weak or ill as to require a servant

to put off or on his clothes, there is room enough

in the apartment for half a dozen people. The

guides who attend the ladies in the water are of

their own sex, and they and the female bathers

have a dress of flannel for the sea; nay, they are

provided with other conveniences for the support

of decorum. A certain number of the machines

are fitted with tilts, that project from the seaward

ends of them, so as to screen the bathers from the

view of all persons whatsoever. The beach is ad-

mirably adapted for this practice, the descent being

gently gradual, and the sand soft as velvet ; but

then the machines can be used only at a certain time

of the tide, which varies every day ; so that some-

times the bathers are obliged to rise very early in

the morning. For my part, I love swimming as an

exercise, and can enjoy it at all times of the tide,

without the formality of an apparatus. You and I

have often plunged together into the Isis, but the sea

is a much more noble bath, for health as well as plea-

sure. You cannot conceive what a flow of spirits

it gives, and how it braces ever sinew of the human
frame. Were I to enumerate half the diseases

which are every day cured by sea-bathing, you

might justly say you had received a treatise, instead

of a letter, from
Your affectionate friend and servant,

Scarborough, July 1. J- MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

I have not found all the benefit I expected at

Scarborough, where I have been these eight days.

From Harrowgate we came hither by the way of

York, where we staid only one day, to visit the

castle, the minster, and the assembly-room. The

first, which was heretofore a fortress, is now con-

verted into a prison, and is the best, in all respects,

I ever saw at home or abroad. It stands in a high

situation, extremely well ventilated, and has a

spacious area within the walls for the health and

convenience of all the prisoners, except those whom
it is necessary to secure in close confinement. Even

these last have all the comforts that the nature of

their situation can admit of. Here the assizes are

held, in a range of buildings erected for that purpose.

As for the minster, I know not how to distin-

guish it, except by its great size, and the height of

its spire, from those other ancient churches in dif-

ferent parts of the kingdom, which used to be called

monuments of Gothic architecture ; but it is now

agreed that this style is Saracen rather than Gothic,

and, I suppose, it was first imported into England

from Spain, great part of which was under the do-

minion of the Moors. Those British architects

who adopted this style don't seem to have considered

the propriety of their adoption. The climate of

the country possessed by the Moors or Saracens,

both in Africa and Spain, was so exceedingly hot

and dry, that those who built places of worship for

the multitude employed their talents in contriving

edifices that should be cool ; and for this purpose

nothing could he better adapted than those budd-

ings, vast, narrow, dark, and lofty, impervious to

the sun-beams, and having little communication

with the scorched external atmosphere, but ever

affording a refreshing coolness, like subterranean

cellars in the heats of summer, or natural caverns

in the bowels of huge mountains. But nothing

could be more preposterous than to imitate such a

mode of architecture in a country like England,

where the climate is cold, and the air eternally

loaded with vapours, and where, of consequence,

the builder's intention should be to keep the people

dry and warm. Eor my part, I never entered the

abbey-church at Bath but once, and the moment I

stepped over the threshold, I found myself chilled

to the very marrow of my bones. When we con-

sider, that, in our churches in general, we breathe

a gross stagnated air, surcharged with damps from

vaults, tombs, and charnel-houses, may we not term

them so many magazines of rheums, created for

the benefit of the medical faculty, and safely aver

that more bodies are lost than souls saved by going

to church, in the winter especially, which may be

said to engross eight months in the year. I should

be glad to know what offence it would give to

tender consciences, if the house of God was made
more comfortable, or less dangerous to the health

of valetudinarians; and whether it would not be

an encouragement to piety, as well as the salvation

of many lives, if the place of worship was well

floored, wainscoted, warmed, and ventilated, and

its area kept sacred from the pollution of the dead.

The practice of burying in churches was the effect

of ignorant superstition, influenced by knavish

priests, who pretended that the devil could have no

power over the defunct if he was interred in holy

ground ; and this indeed is the only reason that can

be given for consecrating all cemeteries even at this

day.
'

The external appearance of an old cathedral

cannot be but displeasing to the eye of every man
who has any idea of propriety or proportion, even

though he maybe ignorant of architecture as a

science ; and the long slender spire puts one in

mind of a criminal impaled, with a sharp stake

rising up through his shoulder. These towers, or

steeples, were likewise borrowed from the Maho-

metans, who, having no bells, used such minarets

for the purpose of calling the people to prayers.

They may be of farther use, however, for making

observations and signals, but I would vote for their

being distinct from the body of the church, because

they serve only to make the pile more barbarous,

or Saracenical.

There is nothing of this Arabic architecture in the

assembly-room, which seems tome to have been built

upon a design of Palladia, and might be converted

into an elegant place of worship ; but it is indiffer-

ently contrived for that sort of idolatry which is

performed in it at present. The grandeur of the

fane gives a diminutive effect to the little painted

divinities that are adored in it, and the company,

on a ball-night, must look like an assembly of fan-

tastic fairies, revelling by moonlight among the

columns of a Grecian temple.

Scarborough seems to be falling off in point of

reputation. All these places (Bath excepted) have

their vogue, and then the fashion changes. I am
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persuaded there are fifty spas in England as effica-
cious and salutary as that of Scarborough, though
they have not yet risen to fame, and perhaps never
WiJi unless some medical encomiast should find an
interest in displaying their virtues to the public
view. Be that as it may, recourse will always be
had to this place for the convenience of sea-bathing,
•while this practice prevails ; but it were to be
wished they would make the beach more accessible
to invalids.

I have here met with an old acquaintance,
P 1> •whom you have often heard me mention
as one of the most original characters upon earth.
I first knew him at Venice, and afterwards saw
him in different parts of Italy, -where he was -well
known by the nickname of Cavallo Bianco, from
his appearing always mounted on a pale horse
like Death in the Revelation. You must remem-
ber the account I once gave you of a curious
dispute he had at Constantinople, with a couple
of Turks, in defence of the christian religion • a
dispute from which he acquired the epithet of
Demonstrator. The truth is, H 1 owns no re-
ligion but that of nature

; but, on this occasion, he
was stimulated to show his parts, for the honour of
his country. Some years ago, being in the Cam-
pidogho at Rome, he made up to the bust of Jupi-
ter, and bowing very low. exclaimed in the Italian
language, " I hope, sir, if ever vou get your head
above water again, you will remember that I paid
my respects to you in vour adversity." This sally
was reported to the Cardinal Came'rlengo, and by
him laid before Pope Benedict XIV. who could
not help laughing at the extravagance of the ad-
dress, and said to the cardinal, « Those English
heretics think they have a right to go to the devil
in their own way."

Indeed, H 1 was the only Englishman I ever
knew who had resolution enoueh to live his own
•way in the midst of foreigners; for, neither in
dress, diet, customs, or conversation, did he deviate
one tittle from the manner in which he had been
brought up. About twelve years ago, he began a
giro, or circuit, which he thus performed. At
Naples, where he fixed his head-quarters, he em-
barked for Marseilles, from whence he travelled
with a voiturin to Antibes. There he took his
passage to Genoa and Lerici ; from which last
place he proceeded, by the wav of Cambratina. to
lisa and Florence. After having halted some
time in this metropolis, he set out with a vetturino
for Rome, where he reposed himself a few weeks
and then continued his route to Naples, in order to
wait for the next opportunity of embarkation.
After having twelve times described this circle,
he lately flew off at a tangent to visit some trees at
his country-house in England, which he had
planted above twenty years ago, after the plan of
the double colonnade in the piazza of St. Peter's at
Rome. He came hither to Scarborough to pay his
respects to his noble friend and former pupil, the

f
l 7 °f G

, and, forgetting- that he is now
turned of seventy, sacrificed so liberally to Bac-
chus, that next day he was seized with a fit of
the apoplexy, which has a little impaired hismemory

;
but he retains all the oddity of his cha-

racter m perfection, and is going back to Italy, bythe way of Geneva, that he may have a conference

Z
h,s

,

fnend Voltaire, about giving the last blowto the christian superstition. He intends to takechipping here for Holland or Hamburgh
; for it is a

matter of great indifference to him at what part of
the comment he first lands.
When he was going abroad the last time, he

took his passage in a ship bound for Leghorn, and
his baggage was actually embarked. In goinedown the river by water, he was, by mistake, put
on board of another vessel under sail, and, upon in-
quiry, understood she was bound to Petersburg
' Petersburgh-Petersburgh," said he ; "I don't
care if I go along with you." He forthwith struck
a bargam with the captain, bought a couple of
shirts of the mate, and was safe conveyed to the
court of Muscovy, from whence he travelled by
land to receive his baggage at Leghorn, He isnow more likely than ever to execute a whim of
the same nature

; and I will hold any wager, that
as he cannot be supposed to live much longer ac-
cording to the course of nature, his exit will be as
odd as his life has been extravagant.*

But, to return from one humourist to another
You must know I have received benefit both from
the chalybeate and the sea, and would have u^ed
them longer, had not a most ridiculous adventure
by making me the town-talk, obliged me to leave
the place

;
for I can't bear the thoughts of afford-

ing a spectacle to the multitude. Yesterday morn-
ing, at six o'clock, I went down to the bathing-
place, attended by my servant Clinker, who waited
on the beach as usual. The wind blowing from
the north, and the weather being hazy, the water
proved so chill, that, when I rose from my first
plunge, I could not help sobbing and bawling out
from the effects of the cold. Clinker, who heardmy cry, and saw me indistinctly a good way with-
out the guide, buffeting the waves, took it for
granted I was drowning, and rushing into the sea,
clothes and all, overturned the guide, in his hurry
to save his master. I had swam out a few strokes,
when, hearing a noise, I turned about, and saw
Clinker, already up to his neck, advancing to-
wards me, with all the wildness of terror fn his
aspect. Afraid he would get out of his depth, I
made haste to meet him, when, all of a sudden, he
seized me by one ear, and dragged me bellowing
with pain upon the dry beach, to the astonishment
of all the people, men, women, and children, there
assembled.

I was so exasperated by the pain of my ear, and
the disgrace of being exposed in such an attitude,
that, in the first transport, I struck him down

;

then, running back into the sea, took shelter in the
machine, where my clothes had been deposited. I
soon recollected myself so far, as to do justice to
the poor fellow, who, in great simplicity of heart,
had acted from motives of fidelity and" affection.
Opening the door of the machine^ which was im-
mediately drawn on shore, I saw him standing by
the wheel, dropping like a water-work, and trem-

* This gentleman crossed the sea to France, visited and
conferred with M. de Voltaire at Fernav, resumed his old
circuit at Genoa, and died in 1767, at the house of Vanini
in Florence. Being taken with a suppression of urine, he
resolved, in imitation of Pomponius Articus, to take him-
self off by abstinence ; and this resolution he executed like
an ancient Roman. He saw company to the last, cracked
his jokes, conversed freely, and enterlained his guests with
music. On the third day of his fast, he found himself en-
tirely freed of his complaint ; but refused taking sustenance.
He said, the most disagreeable part of the voyage was past,
and he should be a cursed fool indeed to put about ship,
when he was just entering the harbour. In these sentiments
he persisted, without any marks of affectation, and thin
finished his course with such ease and serenitv, as would
have done honour to the firmest stoic of antiquity.
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HUMPHKY CLINKER. 355

bling from head to foot, partly from cold, and

partly from the dread of having offended his

master. I made my acknowledgments for the

blow he had received, assured him I was not angry,

and insisted upon his going home immediately, to

shift his clothes ; a command which he could

hardly find in his heart to execute, so well disposed

was he to furnish the mob with farther entertain-

ment at my expense. Clinker's intention was
laudable, without all doubt, but, nevertheless, I am
a sufferer by his simplicity. I have had a burning

heat, and a strange buzzing noise in that ear, ever

since it was so roughly treated ; and I cannot walk

the street without being pointed at, as the monster

that was haled naked ashore upon the beach. Well,

I affirm that folly is often more provoking than

knavery, aye, and more mischievous too ; and

whether a man had not better choose a sensible

rogue, than an honest simpleton, for his servant,

is no matter of doubt with yours,

Scarborough, July 4. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To SirWatkin Phillips, Bart, ofJesus Coll. Oxon.

Dear Wat,—We made a precipitate retreat from

Scarborough, owing to the excessive delicacy of our

squire, who cannot bear the thoughts of being

prcetereuntium digito monstratus.

One morning, while he was bathing in the sea,

his man Clinker took it in his head that his master

was in danger of drowning ; and, in this conceit,

plunging into the water, he lugged him out naked

on the beach, and almost pulled off his ear in the

operation. You may guess how this achievement

was relished by Mr. Bramble, who is impatient,

irascible, and has the most extravagant ideas of

decency and decorum in the economy of his own
person. In the first ebullition of his choler, he

knocked Clinker down with his fist; but he after-

wards made him amends for this outrage; and, in

order to avoid the. further notice of the people,

among whom this incident had made him remark-

able, he resolved to leave Scarborough next day.

We set out accordingly over the moors, by the

way of Whitby, and began our journey betimes, in

hopes of reaching Stockton that night; but in this

hope we were disappointed. In the afternoon,

crossing a deep gutter, made by a torrent, the

coach was so hard strained, that one of the irons

which connect the frame snapt, and the leather

sling on the same side cracked in the middle. The
shock was so great, that my sister Liddy struck her

head against Mrs. Tabitha's nose with such violence

that the blood flowed ; and Win. Jenkins was darted

through a small window in that part of the carriage

next the horses, where she stuck like a bawd in the

pillory, till she was released by the hand of Mr.

Bramble. We were eight miles distant from any

place where we could be supplied with chaises, and

it was impossible to proceed with the coach, until

the damage should be repaired. In this dilemma,

we discovered a blacksmith's forge on the edge of

a small common, about half a mile from the scene

of our disaster, and thither the postilions made shift

to draw the carriage slowly, while the company

walked a-foot; but we found the blacksmith had

been dead some days ; and his wife, who had been

lately delivered, was deprived of her senses, under

the care of a nurse hired by the parish. We were

exceedingly mortified at this disappointment, which,

however, was surmounted by the help of Humphry
Clinker, who is a surprising compound of genius

and simplicity. Finding the tools of the defunct,

together with some coals in the smithy, he un-

screwed the damaged iron in a twinkling, and,

kindling a fire, united the broken pieces with equal

dexterity and despatch. While he was at work

upon this operation, the poor woman in the straw,

struck with the well-known sound of the hammer
and anvil, started up, and, notwithstanding all the

nurse's efforts, came running into the smithy, where,

throwing her arms about Clinker's neck, " Ah,

Jacob !" cried she, " how could you leave me in

such a condition?"

This incident was too pathetic to occasion mirth

—it brought tears into the eyes of all present. The
poor widow was put to bed again ; and we did not

leave the village without doing something for her

benefit. Even Tabitha's charity was awakened on

this occasion. As for the tender-hearted Humphry
Clinker, he hammered the iron, and wept at the

same time. But his ingenuity was not confined to

his own province of farrier and blacksmith— it was

necessary to join the leather sling, which had been

broke ; and this service he likewise performed, by

means of a broken awl, which he new pointed and

ground, a little hemp which he spun into lingles,

and a few tacks which he made for the purpose.

Upon the whole, we were in a condition to proceed

in little more than one hour ; but even this delay

obliged us to pass the night at Gisborough. Next

day we crossed the Tees at Stockton, which is a

neat agreeable town ; and there we resolved to dine,

with purpose to lie at Durham.
Whom should we meet in the yard, when we

alighted, but Martin the adventurer! Having

handed out the ladies, and conducted them into an

apartment, where he paid his complimeuts to Mrs.

Tabby, with his usual address, he begged leave to

speak to my uncle in another room ; and there, in

some confusion, he made an apology for having taken

the liberty to trouble him with a letter at Stevenage.

He expressed his hope, that Mr. Bramble had be-

stowed some consideration on his unhappy case, and

repeated his desire of being taken into his service.

My uncle, calling me into the room, told him,

that we were both very well inclined to rescue him

from a way of life that was equally dangerous and

dishonourable ; and that he should have no scruple

in trusting to his gratitude and fidelity, if he had

any employment for him, which he thought would

suit his qualifications and his circumstances ; but

that all the departments he had mentioned in his

letter were filled up by persons of whose conduct he

had no reason to complain ; of consequence he could

not, without injustice, deprive any one of them of

his bread. Nevertheless, he declared himself ready

to assist him in any feasible project, either with his

purse or credit.

Martin seemed deeply touched at this declaration.

The tear started in his eye, while he said, in a falter-

ing accent, " Worthy sir—your generosity op-

presses me—I never dreamed of troubling you for

any pecuniary assistance—indeed I have no occa-

sion—I have been so lucky at billiards and betting

at different places, at Buxton, Harrowgate, Scar-

borough, and Newcastle races, that my stock in

ready money amounts to three hundred pounds,

which I would willingly employ in prosecuting

some honest scheme of life ; but my friend Justice

Buzzard has set so man/ springs for my life, that

I am under the necessity of either retiring imme-

diately to a remote part of the country, where I can
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enjoy the protection of some generous patron, or of
quitting the kingdom altogether. It is upon this
alternative that I now beg leave to ask your advice.
I have had information of all your route since I had
the honour to see you at Stevenage

; and, supposing
you would come this way from Scarborough I
came hither last night from Darlington to pav youmy respects."

" It would be no difficult matter to provide you
with an asylum in the country," replied my uncle

;

" but a life of indolence and" obscurity would not
suit with your active and enterprising disposition
I would therefore advise you to try your fortune in
the East Indies. I will give you a letter to a friend
in London, who will recommend you to the direc-
tion, for a commission in the Company's service

;

and if that cannot be obtained, you will at least be'
received as a volunteer—in which case you may
pay for your passage, and I shall undertake to pro-
cure you such credentials, that you will not be long
without a commission."

Martin embraced the proposal with great eager-
ness

; it was therefore resolved that he should sell
his horse, and take a passage by sea for London
to execute the project without delay. In the mean-
time, he accompanied us to Durham, were we took
up our quarters for the night. Here, bein°- fur-
nished with letters from my uncle, he took his
leave of us, with strong symptoms of eratitude and
attachment, and set out for Sunderland, in order to
embark in the first collier bound for the river
Thames. He had not been gone halfan hour, when
we were joined by another character, which pro-
mised something extraordinary. A tall meagre
figure, answering, with his horse, the description
ot Don Quixote mounted on Kozinante, appeared in
the twilight at the inn-door, while my aunt and
Liddy stood at a window in the dining-room. He
wore a coat, the cloth of which had once' been
scarlet, trimmed with Brandenburgs, now totally
deprived of their metal, and he had holster-caps and
housing of the same stuff and same antiquity. Per-
ceiving ladies at the window above, he endeavoured
to dismount with the most graceful air he could
assume

;
but the ostler neglecting to hold the stirrup,

when he wheeled off his right foot, and stood with
his whole weight on the other, the girth unfortu-
nately gave way, the saddle turned, down came the
cavalier to the ground, and his hat and periwig
falling off, displayed a head-piece of various colours,
patched and plastered in a woful condition. The
ladies, at the window above, shrieked with affright,
on the supposition that the stranger had received
some notable damage in his fall ; but the greatest
injury he had sustained, arose from the dishonour
of his descent, aggravated by the disgrace of ex-
posing the condition of his cranium ; for certain
plebeians that were about the door, laug!.ed aloud,
iu the belief that the Captain had got either a scald
head, or a broken head, both equally opprobrious.
He forthwith leaped up in a fury," and snatching

one of his pistols, threatened to put the ostler to
death, when another squall from the women checked
his resentment. He then bowed to the window,
while he kissed the butt-end of his pistol, which he
replaced, adjusted his wig in great confusion, and
Jed his horse into the stable. By this time I had
come to the door, and could not help gazing at the
strange figure that presented itself to my view,
lie would have measured above six feet in height
had he stood upright

; but he stooped very niuW

was very narrow in the shoulders, and very thick
in the calves of the legs, which were cased in black
spatterdashes. As for his thighs, they were lon~
and slender, hke those of a grasshopper; his face
Tyas at least half a yard in length, brown and
shrivelled, with projecting cheek bones, little grey
eyes on the greenish hue, a large hook nose, a
pointed chin, a mouth from ear to ear, very ill
furnished with teeth, and a hieh narrow forehead
well furrowed with wrinkles. His horse was ex-
actly in the style of its rider ; a resurrection of dry
bones, which (as we afterwards learned) he valued
exceedingly, as the only present he had ever re-
ceived in his life.

Having seen this favourite steed properly ac-
commodated in the stable, he sentup his compliments
to the ladies, begging permission to thank them in
person for the marks of concern they had shown at
his disaster in the court-yard. As "the squire said
they could not decently decline his visit, he was
shown up stairs, and paid his respects in the Scotch
dialogue, with much formality. "Ladies," said he.
"perhaps you may bescandaleezed at the appearance
my head made when it was uncovered by accident;
but I can assure you, the condition vou saw it in, is
neither the effects of disease, nor of drunkenness

;

but an honest scar received in the service of my
country." He then gave us to understand, that,
having been wounded at Ticonderago in America,
a party of Indians rifled him, scalped him, broke
his skull with the blow of a tomahawk, and left
him for dead on the field of battle ; but that, being
afterwards found with signs of life, he had been
cured in the French hospital, though the loss of
substance could not be repaired ; so that the skull
was left naked in several places, and these he
covered with patches.

There is no hold by which an Englishman is
sooner taken than that of compassion. We were
immediately interested in behalf of this veteran.
Even Tabby's heart was melted ; but our pity was
warmed with indignation, when we learned, that, in
the course of two sanguinary wars, he had been
wounded, maimed, mutilated, taken, and enslaved,
without having ever attained a higher rank than that
of lieutenant. My uncle's eyes gleamed, and his
nether lip quivered, while he exclaimed, " I vow to
God, sir, your case is a reproach to the service;
the injustice you have met with is so flagrant."
" I must crave your pardon, sir," cried the other,
interrupting him, " I complain of no injustice. I
purchased an ensigncy thirty years ago

; and, in
the course of service, rose to be a lieutenant,
according to my seniority—" "But in such a
length of time," resumed the squire, " you must
have seen a great many young officers put over
your head." " Nevertheless," said he, " I have no
cause to murmur. They bought their preferment
with their money. I had no money to carry to
market—that was my misfortune ; but nobody was
to blame-—" "What ! no friend to advance a sum
of money ?" said Mr. Bramble. " Perhaps I might
have borrowed money for the purchase of a com-
pany," answered the 'other; "but that loan must
have been refunded ; and I did not choose to
encumber myself with a debt of a thousand pounds,
to be paid from an income of ten shillings a day."
" So you have spent the best part of your life,"

cried Mr. Bramble, " your youth, your blood, and
your constitution, amidst the dangers, the difficul-

ties, the honors, and hardships "of war, for the
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consideration of three or four shillings a day—

a

consideration
—

" " Sir," replied the Scot, with

great warmth, "you are the man that does me
injustice, if you say or think I have heen ac-

tuated by any such paltry consideration I am
a gentleman ; and entered the service as other

gentlemen do, with such hopes and sentiments as

honourable ambition inspires. If I have not been
lucky in the lottery of life, so neither do I think

myself unfortunate. I owe no man a farthing ; I

can always command a clean shirt, a mutton chop,

and a truss of straw
;

and, when I die, I shall

leave effects sufficient to defray the expense of my
burial."

My uncle assured him, he had no intention to

give him the least offence, by the observations he
had made

;
but, on the contrary, spoke from a

sentiment of friendly regard to his interest. The
lieutenant thanked him with a stiffness of civility,

which nettled our old gentleman, who perceived
that his moderation was all affected ; for whatsoever
his tongue might declare, his whole appearance
denoted dissatisfaction. In short, without pre-

tending to judge of his military merit, I think I

may affirm, that this Caledonian is a self-conceited

pedant, awkward, rude, and disputacious. He has
had the benefit of a school education, seems to have
read a good number of books, his memory is

tenacious, and he pretends to speak several different

languages ; but he is so addicted to wrangling, that

he will cavil at the clearest truths, and, in the pride

of argumentation, attempt to reconcile contra-

dictions. Whether his address and qualifications

are really of that stamp "which is agreeable to the

taste of our aunt Mrs. Tahitha, or that indefatigable

maiden is determined to shoot at every sort of
game, certain it is, she has begun to practise upon
the heart of the lieutenant, who favoured us with
his company to supper.

I have many other things to say of this man of
war, which I shall communicate in a post or two.
Meanwhile, it is but reasonable that you should be
indulged with some respite from those weary lucu-

brations of, yours,

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, July 10. J. MELFORD.

To SirWatkin Phillips, Bart, ofJesus Coll. Oxon.

Dear Phillips,—In my last, I treated you with

a high-flavoured dish, in the character of the Scotch
lieutenant, and I must present him once more for

your entertainment. It was our fortune to feed

upon him the best part of three days ; and I do not

doubt that he will start again in our way before we
shall have finished our northern excursion. The
day after our meeting with him at Durham proved
so tempestuous, that we did not choose to proceed

on our journey ; and my uncle persuaded him to

stay till the weather should clear up, giving him, at

the same time, a general invitation to our mess.

The man has certainly gathered a whole budget of

shrewd observations, but he brings them forth in

such an ungracious manner as would be extremely
disgusting, if it was not marked by that charac-

teristic oddity which never fails to attract the

attention. He and Mr. Bramble discoursed, and
even disputed, on different subjects in war, policy,

the belles-lettres, law, and metaphysics ; and some-
times they were warmed into such altercation as

seemed to threaten an abrupt dissolution of their

society; but Mr. Bramble set a guard over hit own
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irascibility, the more vigilantly as the officer was
his guest ; and when, in spite of all his efforts, he
began to wax warm, the other prudently cooled in

the same proportion.

Mrs. Tabitha chancing to accost her brother bv
the familiar diminutive of Matt, "Pray, sir," said

the lieutenant, " is your name Matthias ?" You
must know, it is one of our uncle's foibles to be
ashamed of his name Matthew, because it is puri-

tanical ; and this question chagrined him so much,
that he answered, " No, by G—d !" in a very
abrupt tone of displeasure. The Scot took up
umbrage at the manner of his reply, and bristling

up, "If I had known," said he, "that you did not
care to tell your name, I should not have asked the

question. The leddy called you Matt, and I na-
turally thought it was Matthias ;—perhaps it may
be Methuselah, or Metrodorus, or Metellus, or
Mathurinus, or Malthinnus, or Matamorus, or

"

" No," cried my uncle laughing, " it is neither of
those, captain. My name is Matthew Bramble, at

your service. The truth is, I have a foolish pique
at the name of Matthew, because it savours of those
canting hypocrites, who, in Cromwell's time, chris-

tened all their children by names taken from the

Scripture." "A foolish pique, indeed," cried Mrs.
Tabby, " and even sinful, to fall out with your
name because it is taken from holy writ. I would
have you to know, you was called after great uncle
Matthew ap Madoc ap Meredith, Esquire, of Llan-
wysthin, in Montgomeryshire, justice of the quorum.

and crusty ruttleorum, a gentleman of great worth
and property, descended in a straight line, by the

female side, from Llewellyn, Prince of Wales."
This genealogical anecdote seemed to make

some impression upon the north Briton, who bowed
very low to the descendants of Llewellyn, and
observed that he himself had the honour of a
scriptural nomination. The lady expressing a de-
sire of knowing his address, he said, he designed
himself Lieutenant Obadiah Lismahago ;—and, in

order to assist her memory, he presented her with

a slip of paper inscribed with these three words,
which she repeated with great emphasis, declaring

it was one of the most noble and sonorous names
she had ever heard. He observed, that Obadiah
was an adventitious appellation, derived from his

great-grandfather, who had been one of the original

covenanters ; but Lismahago was the family sur-

name, taken from a place in Scotland so called. He
likewise dropped some hints about the antiquity of

his pedigree, adding, with a smile of sel;-denial,

Sed genus et proavos, et qua non fecimus ipsi, vix ea
?iostra voco, which quotation he explained in de-
ference to the ladies ; and Mrs. Tabitha did not fail

to compliment him cn his modesty in waiving thr;

merit of his ancestry, adding, that it was the les.<

necessary to him, as he had such a considerable
fund of his own. She now began to glue herselr

to his favour with the grossest adulation. She
expatiated upon the antiquity and virtues of the

Scottish nation, upon their valour, probity, learn-

ing, and politeness. She even descended to enco-
miums on his own personal address, his gallantry,

good sense, and erudition. She appealed to her
brother, whether the captain was not the very
image of our cousin Governor Griffith. She dis-

covered a surprising eagerness to know the parti-

culars of his life, and asked a thousand questions

concerning his achievements in war; all which
Mr. Lismahago answered with a sort of jesuiticai
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reserve, affecting a reluctance to satisfy her cu-
riosity on a subject that concerned ' his own
exploits.

By dint of her interrogations, however, we
learned, that he and Ensign Murphy had made
their escape from the French hospital at Montreal,
and taken to the woods, in hope of reaching some
English settlement; but, mistaking their route,
they fell in with a party of Miamis, who carried
them away in captivity. The intention of these
Indians was to give one of them as an adopted
son to a venerable sachem, who had lost his
own in the course of the war, and to sacrifice
the other according to the custom of the country.
Murphy, as being the younger and handsomer of
the two, was designed to fill the place of the
deceased, not only as the son of the sachem, but as
the spouse of a beautiful squaw, to whom his pre-
decessor had been betrothed; but, in passing
through the different wigwams, or villages of the
Miamis, poor Murphy was so mangled by the
women and children, who have the privilege of
torturing all prisoners in their passage, that, by
the time they arrived at the place of the sachem's
residence, he was rendered altogether unfit for the
purposes of marriage. It was determined, there-
fore, in the assembly of the warriors, that Ensign
Murphy should be brought to the stake, and that
the lady should be given to Lieutenant Lismahago,
who had likewise received his share of torments,
though they had not produced emasculation. A
joint of one finger had been cut, or rather sawed
off with a rusty knife ; one of his great toes was
crushed into a mash betwixt two stones ; some of
his teeth were drawn or dug out with a crooked
nail; splintered reeds had been thrust up his
nostrils and other tender parts ; and the calves of
his legs had been blown up with mines of gun-
powder dug in the flesh with the sharp point of the
tomahawk.
The Indians themselves allowed that Murphy

died with great heroism, singing, as his death song,
the Drimmendoo, in concert with Mr. Lismahago,
who was present at the solemnity. After the war-
riors and the matrons had made a hearty meal
upon the muscular flesh, which they pared from
the victim, and had applied a great variety of tor-
tures, which he bore without flinching, an old lady,
w"h a sharp knife, scooped out one of his eyes]
and put a burning coal in the socket. The pain of
this operation was so exquisite, that he could not
help bellowing, upon which the audience raised a
shout of exultation, and one of the warriors steal-
ing behind him, gave him the coup de qrace with a
hatchet.

Lismahago's bride, the squaw Squinkinacoosta,
distinguished herself on this occasion. She showed
a great superiority of genius in the tortures which
she contrived and executed with her own hands.
She vied with the stoutest warrior in eating the flesh
of the sacrifice ; and after all the other females
were fuddled with dram-drinking, she was not so
intoxicated but that she was able to play the game
of the platter with the conjuring sachem, and
afterwards go through the ceremony of her own
wedding, which was consummated that same even-
ing. The captain had lived very happily with this
accomplished squaw for two years, during which
she bore him a son, who is now the representative
ol his mother's tribe

; but, at length, to his un-
speakable grief, she had died of a fever, occasioned

by eating too much raw bear, which they had killed
in a hunting excursion.
By this time. Mr. Lismahago was elected sachem,

acknowledged first warrior of the Badger tribe,
and dignified with the name or epithet of Occaca-
nastaogarora, which signifies nimble as a weasel;
but all these advantages and honours he was
obliged to resign, in consequence of being ex-
changed for the orator of the community, who had
been taken prisoner by the Indians that were in
alliance with the English. At the peace, he had
sold out upon half pay, and was returned to Bri-
tain, with a view to pass the rest of his life in his
own country, where he hoped to find some retreat,
where his slender finances would afford him a
decent subsistence. Such are the outlines of Mr.
Lismahago's history, to which Tabitha did seriously
incline her ear;—indeed, she seemed to be taken
with the same charms that captivated the heart of
Desdemona, who loved the Moor for the dangers he
hadpassed.
The description of poor Murphy's sufferings,

which threw my sister Liddy into a swoon, ex-
tracted some sighs from the breast of Mrs. Tabby;
when she understood he had been rendered unfit for
marriage, she began to spit, and ejaculated, " Jesus,
what cruel barbarians !" and she made wry faces
at the lady's nuptial repast ; but she was eagerly
curious to know the particulars of her marriage
dress; whether she wore high-breasted stays or
boddice, a robe of silk or velvet, and laces of
Mechlin or miniorete—she supposed, as they were
connected with the French, she used rouge, and
had her hair dressed in the Parisian fashion. The
captain would have declined giving a categorical
explanation of all these particulars, observing, in
general, that the Indians were too tenacious of their
own customs to adopt the modes of any nation
whatsoever. He said, moreover, that neither the
simplicity of their manners, nor the commerce of
their country, would admit of those articles of
luxury which are deemed magnificence in Europe

;

and that they were too virtuous and sensible to
encourage the introduction of any fashion which
might help to render them corrupt and effeminate.

These observations served only to inflame her
desire of knowing the particulars about which she
had inquired

; and, with all his evasion, he could
not help discovering the following circumstances

:

—that his princess had neither shoes, stockings,
shift, nor any kind of linen ; that her bridal dress
consisted of a petticoat of red baize, and a fringed
blanket, fastened about her shoulders with a cop-
per skewer; but of ornaments she had great
plenty. Her hair was curiously plaited, and inter-
woven with bobbins of human bone—one eye-lid
was painted green, and the other yellow ; the
cheeks were blue, the fips white, the teeth red, and
there was a black list drawn down the middle of
the forehead as far as the tip of the nose ; a couple
of gaudy parrot's feathers were stuck through the
division of the nostrils ; there was a blue stone set
in the chin ; her ear-rings consisted of two pieces
of hickery, of the size and shape of drumsticks

;

her arms and legs were adorned with bracelets of
wampum; her breast glittered with numerous
strings of glass beads ; she wore a curious pouch,
cr pocket, of woven grass, elegantly painted with
various colours; about her neck was hung the
fresh scalp of a Mohawk warrior, whom her de-

I

ceased lover had lately slain in battle
;
and, finally,
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she was anointed from head to foot with bear's

grease, which sent forth a most agreeable odour.

One would imagine that these paraphernalia

would not have been much admired by a modern
fine lady ; but Mrs. Tabitha was resolved to ap-

prove of all the captain's connexions. She wished,

indeed, the squaw had been better provided with
linen ; but she owned there was much taste and
fancy in her ornaments ; she made no doubt,

therefore, that Madam Squinkinacoosta was a

young lady of good sense and rare accomplish-
ments, and a good Christian at bottom. Then
she asked whether his consort had been High-
church or Low-church, Presbyterian, or Anabap-
tist, or had been favoured with any glimmering of

the new light of the gospel ? When he confessed

that she and her whole nation were utter strangers

to the christian faith, she gazed at him with signs

of astonishment ; and Humphry Clinker, who
chanced to be in the room, uttered a hollow groan.

After some pause, " In the name of God, Captain
Lismahago," cried she, "what religion do they
profess?" "As to religion, madam," answered the

lieutenant, " it is among those Indians a matter of

great simplicity—they never heard of any alliance

between church and state. They, in general, worship
two contending principles ; one the fountain of all

good, the other the source of evil. The common
people there, as in other countries, run into the ab-

surdities of superstition ; but sensible men pay
adoration to a supreme Being, who created and
sustains the universe." " 0 ! what pity," exclaimed
the pious Tabby, " that some holy man has not been
inspired to go and convert these poor heathens 1"

The lieutenant told her, that, while he resided

among them, two French missionaries arrived, in

order to convert them to the catholic religion ; but

when they talked of mysteries and revelations,

which they could neither explain nor authenticate,

and called in the evidence of miracles which they

believed upon hearsay ; when they taught, that the

Supreme Creator of heaven and earth had allowed
his only Son, his own equal in power and glory, to

enter the bowels of a woman, to be born as a human
creature, to be insulted, flagellated, and even
executed as a malefactor ; when they pretended to

create God himself, to swallow, digest, revive, and
multiply him ad infinitum, by the help of a little

flour and water, the Indians were shocked at the

impiety of their presumption. They were examined
by the assembly of the sachems, who desired them
to prove the divinity of their mission by some
miracle. They answered, that it was not in their

power. " If you were really sent by heaven for

our conversion," said one of the sachems, " you
would certainly have some supernatural endow-
ments, at least you would have the gift of tongues,

in order to explain your doctrine to the different

nations among which you are employed; but you
are so ignorant of our language, that you cannot ex-

press yourselves even on the most trifling subjects."

In a word, the assembly were convinced of their

being cheats, and even suspected them of being

spies. They ordered them a bag of Indian corn

apiece, and appointed a guide to conduct them to

the frontiers ; but the missionaries having more
zeal than discretion, refused to quit the vineyard.

They persisted in saying mass, in preaching, bap-

tising, and squabbling with the conjurers, or priests

of the country, till they had thrown the whole

community into confusion. Then the assembly
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proceeded to try them as impious impostors, who
represented the Almighty as a trifling, weak, ca-

pricious being, and pretended to make, unmake,
and reproduce him at pleasure. They were, there-

fore, convicted of blasphemy and sedition, and
condemned to the stake, where they died singing

Salve regina, in a rapture of joy, for the crown of
martyrdom, which they had thus obtained.

In the course of this conversation, Lieutenant
Lismahago dropt some hints, by which it appeared
he himself was a freethinker. Our aunt seemed to

be startled at certain sarcasms he threw out against

the creed of Saint Athanasius. He dwelt much
upon the words, reason, philosophy, and contradiction

in terms—he bid defiance to the eternity of hell-fire

;

and even threw such squibs at the immortality of

the soul, as singed a little the whiskers of Mrs.
Tabitha's faith ;

for, by this time, she began to look

upon Lismahago as a prodigy of learning and sa-

gacity—in short, he could be no longer insensible

to the advances she made towards his affection
;

and, although there was something repulsive in his

nature, he overcame it so far as to make some return

to her civilities. Perhaps, he thought it would be
no bad scheme, in a superannuated lieutenant on
half-pay, to effect a conjunction with an old maid,
who, in all probability, had fortune enough to keep
him easy and comfortable in the fag-end of his

days. An ogling correspondence forthwith com-
menced between this amiable pair of originals.

He began to sweeten the natural acidity of his dis-

course with the treacle of compliment and com-
mendation. He from time to time offered her snuff,

of which he himself took great quantities, and even
made her a present of a purse of silk grass, woven
by the hands of the amiable Squinkinacoosta, who
had used it as a shot-pouch in her hunting expe-
ditions.

From Doncaster northwards, all the windows of
all the inns are scrawled with doggrel rhymes, in

abuse of the Scotch nation ; and what surprised me
very much, I did not perceive one line written in

the way of recrimination. Curious to hear what
Lismahago would say on this subject, I pointed out

to him a very scurrilous epigram against his country-

men, which was engraved on one of the windows of

the parlour where we sat. He read it with the

most starched composure ; and when I asked his

opinion of the poetry, " It is vara terse, and vara

poignant," said he ;
" but with the help of a wat

dish-clout, it might be rendered more clear and
parspicuous. I marvel much that some modern wit

has not published a collection of these essays under
the title of the Glazier's Triumph over Sawney the

Scot ;—I'm persuaded it would be a vara agreeable

offering to the patriots of London and Westminster."
When I expressed some surprise that the natives of
Scotland, who travel this way, had not broke all

the windows upon the road, "With submission,"

replied the lieutenant, " that were but shallow
policy—it would only serve to make the satire more
cutting and severe ; and, I think, it is much better

to let it stand in the window, than have it presented
in the reckoning."

My uncle's jaws began to quiver with indigna-

tion. He said, the scribblers of such infamous stuff

deserved to be scourged at the cart's tail for dis-

gracing their country with such monuments of
malice and stupidity. " These vermin," said he,

"do not consider that they are affording their fellow-

subjects, whom they abuse, continual matter of
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self-gratulation, as well as the means of executing
the most manly vengeance that can he taken for
snch low illiberal attacks. For my part, I admire
the philosophic forbearance of the Scotch, as much
as I despise the insolence of those wretched libellers,
which is akin to the arrogance of the village cock,
who never crows but upon his own dunghill." The
captain, with an affectation of candour, observed,
that men of illiberal minds were produced in every
•soil

; that, in supposing those were the sentiments
of the English in general, he should pay too great
a compliment to his own country, which was not
of consequence enough to attract the envy of such
a flourishing and powerful people.

Mrs. Tabby broke forth again in praise of his
moderation, and declared that Scotland was the soil
which produced every virtue under heaven. When
Lismahago took his leave for the night, she asked
her brother, if the captain was not the prettiest
gentleman he had ever seen; and whether there
-was not something wonderfully engaging in his
aspect? Mr. Bramble having eyed her some time in
silence, "Sister," said he, "the lieutenant is, for
aught I know, an honest man, and a good officer;
he has a considerable share of understanding, and
a title to more encouragement than he seems to
have met with in life ; but I cannot, with a safe
conscience, affirm, that he is the prettiest gentle-
man I ever saw; neither can I discern any en-
gaging charm in his countenance, which, I vow
to God, is, on the contrary, very hard-favoured and
forbidding."

I have endeavoured to ingratiate myself with
this North Briton, who is really a curiosity ; but he
has been very shy of my conversation, ever since
I laughed at his asserting that the English tongue
was spoke with more propriety at Edinburgh than
at London. Looking at me with a double squeeze
of souring in his aspect, " If the old definition be
true," said he, " that risibility is the distinguishing
characteristic of a rational creature, the English
are the most distinguished for rationality of any
people I ever knew." I owned that the English
were easily struck with any thing that appeared
ludicrous, and apt to laugh accordingly ; but it did
not follow, that, because they were more given to
laughter, they had more rationality than their
neighbours. I said, such an inference would be an
injury to the Scotch, who were by no means de-
fective in rationality, though generally supposed
little subject to the impressions of humour.
The captain answered, that this supposition must

have been deduced either from their conversation
or their compositions, of which the English could
not possibly judge with precision, as they did not
understand the dialect used by the Scots in com-
mon discourse, as well as in their works of humour.
U hen I desired to know what those works of hu-
mour were, he mentioned a considerable number of
pieces, which he insisted were equal in point of
humour to any thing extant in anv language dead
or living. He, in particular, recommended a col-
lection of detached poems, in two small volumes,
entitled, The Evergreen, and the works of Allan
-Kamsay, which I intend to provide myself with at
Edinburgh. He observed, that a North Briton is
seen to a disadvantage in an English company, be-
cause he speaks in a dialect that they can't relish
and in a phraseology which they don't understand.
He, therefore finds himself under a restraint, which
is a great enemy to wit and humour. The«e are

faculties which never appear in full lustre, but when
the mind is perfectly at ease, and, as an excellent
writer says, enjoys her elbow-room.
He proceeded to explain this assertion, that the

English language was spoken with greater propriety
at Edinburgh than in London. He said, what we
generally called the Scottish dialect, was, in fact,
true, genuine, old English, with a mixture of some'
French terms and idioms, adoDted in a long inter-
course betwixt the French and Scotch nations

;

that the modern English, from affectation and false
refinement, had weakened, and even corrupted their
language, by throwing out the guttural sounds, al-
tering the pronunciation and the quantity, and dis-
using many words and terms of great significance.
In consequence of these innovations, the works of
our best poets, such as Chaucer, Spenser, and even
Shakspeare, were become, in many parts, unintel-
ligible to the natives of South Britain

; whereas the
Scots, who retain the ancient language, understand
them without the help of a glossary. "For in-
stance," said he, "how have your commentators
been puzzled by the following expression in the
Tempest-—He's gentle, and notfearful; as if it was a
paralogism to say, that, being gentle, he must of
course be courageous; but the truth is, one of the
original meanings, if not the sole meaning of that
word was, noble, high-minded; and to this day, a
Scots woman, in the situation of the young lady in
the Tempest, would express herself nearly in the
same terms—Don't provoke him ; for being gentle,
that is high-spirited, he won't tamely bear an insult.'

Spenser, in the very first stanza of his Faery
Queene, says,

—

A gentle knijht was pricking on the plain
;

which knight, far from being tame and fearful, was
so stout, that

Nothing did he dread, but ever was ydrad.
To prove that we had impaired the energy of

our language by false refinement, he mentioned the
following words, which, though widely different in
signification, are pronounced exactly" in the same
manner

—

wright, write; right, rite; but, among the
Scotch, these words areas different in pronunciation
as they are in meaning and orthography ; and this
is the case with many others which he mentioned
by way of illustration. He moreover took notice,
that we had (for what reason he could never learn),
altered the sound of our vowels from that which is

retained by all the nations in Europe ; an alteration
which rendered the language extremely difficult to
foreigners, and made it almost impracticable to lay
down general rules for orthography and pronun-
ciation. Besides, the vowels were no longer simple
sounds in the mouth of an Englishman, who pro-
nounced both i and u as diphthongs. Finally, he
affirmed, that we mumbled our speech with our lips
and teeth, and ran the words together without pause
or distinction, in such a manner, that a foreigner,
though he understood English tolerably well, was
often obliged to have recourse to a Scotchman to
explain what a native of England had said in his
own language.

The truth of this remark was confirmed by Mr.
Bramble from his own experience; but he accounted
for it on another principle. He said, the same ob-
servation would hold in all languages ; that a Swiss
talking French was more easily understood than a
Parisian by a foreigner who had not made himself
master of the language ; because every language
had its peculiar recitative, and it would"always re-
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quire more pains, attention, and practice, to acquire

both the words and the music, than to learn the

words only ; and yet no body would deny, that the

one was imperfect without the other ; he, there-

tore, apprehended that the Scotchman and the Swiss

were better understood by learners, because they

spoke the words only, without the music, which
they could not rehearse. One would imagine this

check might have damped the North Briton ; but

it served only to agitate his humour for disputation.

He said, if every nation had its own recitative or

music, the Scotch had theirs, and the Scotchman,

who had not yet acquired the cadence of the

English, would naturally use his own in speaking

their language
;
therefore, if he was better under-

stood than the native, his recitative must be more
intelligible than that of the English ; of consequence

the dialect of the Scotch had an advantage over

that of their fellow-subjects, and this was another

strong presumption that the modern English had
corrupted their language in the article of pronun-

ciation.

The lieutenant was, by this time, become so

polemical, that every time he opened his mouth,

out flew a paradox, which he maintained with all

the enthusiasm of altercation ; but all his paradoxes

savoured strongly of a partiality for his own coun-

try. He undertook to prove that poverty was a

blessing to a nation ; that oatmeal was preferable to

wheatflour ; and that the worship of Cloacina, in

temples which admitted both sexes, and every rank

of votaries promiscuously, was a filthy species of

idolatry that outraged every idea of delicacy and

decorum. I did not so much wonder at his broach-

ing these doctrines, as at the arguments, equally

whimsical and ingenious, which he adduced in

support of them.

In fine, Lieutenant Lismahago is a curiosity

which I have not yet sufficiently perused ;
and,

therefore, I shall be sorry when we lose his com-

pany, though, God knows, there is nothing very

amiable in his manner or disposition. As he goes

directly to the south-west division of Scotland, and

we proceed in the road to Berwick, we shall part

to-morrow at a place called Feltonbridge ;
and, I

dare say, this separation will be very grievous to

our aunt Mrs. Tabitha, unless she has received

some flattering assurance of his meeting her again.

If I fail in my purpose of entertaining you with

these unimportant occurrences, they will at least

serve as exercises of patience, for which you are

indebted to Yours always,

Morpeth, July 13. J- MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Doctor,—I have now reached the northern

extremity of England, and see, close to my chamber

window, the Tweed gliding through the arches of

that bridge which connects this suburb to the town

of Berwick. Yorkshire you have seen, and there-

fore I shall say nothing of that opulent province.

The city of Durham appears like a confused heap

of stones and brick, accumulated so as to cover a

mountain, round which a river winds its brawling

course. The streets are generally narrow, dark,

and unpleasant, and many of them almost impassa-

ble in consequence of their declivity. The cathedral

is a huge gloomy pile ; but the clergy are well

lodged. The bishop lives in a princely manner

—

the golden prebends keep plentiful tables—and I

am told there is some good sociable company in
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the place; but the country, when viewed from th<3

top of Gateshead Fell, which extends to Newcastle,

exhibits the highest scene of cultivation that ever

I beheld. As for Newcastle, it lies mostly in a

bottom, on the banks of the Tyne, and makes an
appearance still more disagreeable than that of

Durham ; but it is rendered populous and rich by
industry and commerce ; and the country lying on

both sides the river, above the town, yields a de-

lightful prospect of agriculture and plantation.

Morpeth and Alnwick are neat pretty towns, and

this last is famous for the castle which has belonged

so many ages to the noble house of Percy, Earls of

Northumberland. It is, doubtless, a large edifice,

containing a great number of apartments, and stands

in a commanding situation ; but the strength of it

seems to have consisted not so much in its site, or

the manner in which it is fortified, as in the valour

of its defendants.

Our adventures, since we left Scarborough, are

scarce worth reciting ; and yet I must make you
acquainted with my sister Tabby's progress in hus-

band-hunting. After her disappointments at Bath

and London, she had actually begun to practise

upon a certain adventurer, who was in fact a high-

wayman by profession ; but he had been used to

snares much more dangerous than any she could

lay, and escaped accordingly. Then she opened

her batteries upon an old weather-beaten Scotch

lieutenant, called Lismahago, who joined us at Dur-
ham, and is, I think, one of the most singular per-

sonages I ever encountered. His manner is as harsh

as his countenance ; but his peculiar turn of think-

ing, and his pack of knowledge, made up of the

remnants of rarities, rendered his conversation de-

sirable, in spite of his pedantry and ungracious

address. I have often met with a crab-apple in a

hedge, which I have been tempted to eat for its

flavour, even while I was disgusted by its austerity.

The spirit of contradiction is naturally so strong

in Lismahago, that I believe in my conscience he

has rummaged, and read, and studied with inde-

fatigable attention, in order to qualify himself to

refute established maxims, and thus raise trophies

for the gratification of polemical pride. Such is

the asperity of his self-conceit, that he will not even

acquiesce in a transient compliment made to his

own individual in particular, or to his country in

general.

When I observed that he must have read a vast

number of books to be able to discourse on such a

variety of subjects, he declared he bad read little or

nothing, and asked how he should find books among
the woods of America, where he had spent the

greatest part of his life. My nephew remarking,

that the Scotch in general were famous for their

learning, he denied the imputation, and defied him
to prove it from their works. " The Scotch," said

he, " have a slight tincture of letters, with which
they make a parade among people who are more
illiterate than themselves ; but they may be said

to float on the surface of science, and they have

made very small advances in the useful arts." "At
least," cried Tabby, "all the world allows that the

Scotch behaved gloriously in fighting and conquer-

ing the savages of America." " I can assure you,

madam, you have been misinformed," replied the

lieutenant ;
" in that continent the Scotch did no-

thing more than their duty, nor was there one

corps in his Majesty's service that distinguished

itself more than another. Those who affected to
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extol the Scotch for superior merit, -were no friends
to that nation.*'

Though he himstlf made free with his country-
men, he would not suffer any other person to glance
a sarcasm at them with impunity. One of the
company chancing to mention Lord B—*s inglorious
peace, the lieutenant immediately took up the
cudgels in his lordship's favour, and argued very
strenuously to prove that it was the most honour-
able and advantageous peace that England had ever
made since the foundation of the monarchy. Nay,
between friends, he offered such reasons on this sub-
ject, that I was really confounded, if not convinced.
He would not allow that the Scotch abounded above
their proportion in the army and navy of Great Bri-
tain, or that the English had any reason to say his
countrymen had met with extraordinary encourage-
ment in the service. " When a South and North
Britain," said he, "are competitors for a place or com-
mission, which is in the disposal of an English mini-
ster or an English general, it would be absurd to
suppose that the preference would not be given to
the native of England, who has so many advantages
over his rival. First and foremost, he has in his
favour that laudable partiality, which Mr. Addison
says never fails to cleave to the heart of an English-
man

; secondly, he has more powerful connexions,
and a greater share of parliamentary interest, by
which those contests are generally decided; and,
lastly, he has a greater command of money to
smooth the way to his success. For my own part,"
said he, " I know no Scotch officer who has risen in
the army above the rank of a subaltern, without pur-
chasing every degree of preferment either with
money or recruits

; but I know many gentlemen of
that country, who, for want of money and interest,
have grown grey in the rank of lieutenants : whereas
very few instances of this ill fortune are to be found
among the natives of South Britain. Not that I
would insinuate that my countrymen have the least
reason to complain. Preferment in the service,
like success in any other branch of traffic, will
naturally favour those who have the greatest stock
of cash and credit, merit and capacity being sup-
posed equal on all sides."

But the most hardy of all this original's positions
were these :—That commerce would, sooner or
later, prove the ruin of every nation, where it

flourishes to any extent—that the parliament was the
rotten part of the British constitution—that the
liberty of the press was a national evil—and that
the boasted institution of juries, as managed in
England, was productive of shameful perjury and
flagrant injustice. He observed, that traffic was an
enemf to all the liberal passions of the soul, founded
on the thirst of lucre, a sordid disposition to take
advantage of the necessities of our fellow-creatures.
He affirmed, the nature of commerce was such, that
it could not be fixed or perpetuated, but, having
flowed to a certain height, would immediately begin
to ebb, and so continue till the channels should be
left almost dry ; but there was no instance of the
tide's rising a second time to any considerable in-
flux in the same nation. Meanwhile, the sudden
affluence occasioned by trade, forced open all the
sluices of luxury, and overflowed the land with
every species of profligacy and corruption ; a total
depravity of manners would ensue, and this must be
attended with bunkruptcy and ruin. He observed
of the parliament, that the practice of buying
boroughs, and canvassing for votes, was an avowed

system of venality, already established on the rains
of principle, integrity, faith, and good order; in
consequence of which, the elected, and the elector,
and, in short, the whole body of the people, were
equally and universally contaminated and cor-
rupted. He affirmed, that of a parliament thus
constituted, the crown would always have influence
enough to secure a great majority in its dependence,
from the great number of posts, places, and pensions,
it had to bestow ; that such a parliament would, as
it had already done, lengthen the term of its sitting
and authority, whenever the prince should think it

for his interest to continue the representatives
; for,

without doubt, they had the same right to protract
their authority ad infinitum, as they had to extend
it from three to seven years. With a parliament,
therefore, dependent upon the crown, devoted to the
prince, and supported by a standing army, garbled
and modelled for the purpose, any king of England
may, and probably some ambitious sovereign will,

totally overthrow all the bulwarks of the constitu-
tion

; for it is not to be supposed that a prince of a
high spirit will tamely submit to be thwarted in
all his measures, abused and insulted by a populace
of unbridled ferocity, when he has it in his power
to crush all opposition under his feet with the con-
currence of the legislature. He said, he should
always consider the liberty of the press as a na-
tional evil, while it enabled the vilest reptile to soil

the lustre of the most shining merit, and furnish the
most infamous incendiary with the means of dis-
turbing the peace, and destroying the good order of
the community. He owned, however, that, under
due restrictions, it would be a valuable privilege

;

but affirmed, that, at present, there was no law in
England sufficient to restrain it within proper bounds.
With respect to juries he expressed himself to

this effect :—Juries are generally composed of illi-

terate plebeians, apt to be mistaken, easily misled,
and open to sinister influence ; for if either of the
parties to be tried can gain over one of the twelve
jurors, he has secured the verdict in his favour; the
juryman thus brought over, will, in despite of all

evidence and conviction, generally hold out till his
fellows are fatigued, and harassed, and starved into
concurrence ; in which case the verdict is unjust,
and the jurors are all perjured ;—butcases will often
occur when the jurors are really divided in opinion,
and each side is convinced in opposition to the
other ; but no verdict will be received unless they
are unanimous, and they are all bound, not only in

conscience, but by oath, to judge and declare ac-
cording to their conviction. What then will be the
consequence ? They mnst either starve in com-
pany, or one side must sacrifice their conscience to

their convenience, and join in a verdict which thev
believe to be false. This absurdity is avoided in

Sweden, where a bare majority is sufficient ; and in

Scotland, where two-thirds* of the jury are required
to concur in the verdict.

You must not imagine that all these deductions
were made on his part, without contradiction on
mine. No—the truth is, I found myself piqued in

point of honour, at his pretending to be so much
wiser than his neighbours—I questioned all his

assertions, started innumerable objections, argued
and wrangled with uncommon perseverance, and
grew very warm, and even violent in the debate.
Sometimes he was puzzled, and once or twice. I

think, fairly refuted ; but from those falls he rj.se

* A mistake—a majority is sufficient in Scotland.
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again, like Antaeus, with redoubled vigour, till at

length I was tired, exhausted, and really did not
know how to proceed, when luckily he dropped a
hint, by which he discovered he had been bred
to the law; a confession which enabled me to retire

from the dispute with a good grace, as it could not
be supposed that a man like me, who had been
bred to nothing, should be able to cope with a
veteran in his own profession. I believe, however,
that I shall for some time continue to chew the cud
of reflection upon many observations which this

original discharged.

Whether our sister Tabby was really struck with
his conversation, or is resolved to throw at every-
thing she meets in the shape of a man till she can
fasten the matrimonial noose, certain it is, she has
taken desperate strides towards the affection of
Lismahago, who cannot be said to have met her
half way, though he does not seem altogether in-

sensible to her civilities. She insinuated more than
once, how happy we should be to have his company
through that part of Scotland which we proposed
to visit, till at length he plainly told us, that his
road was totally different from that which we in-

tended to take
;

that, for his part, his company
would be of very little service to us in our progress,
as he was utterly unacquainted with the country,
which he had left in his early youth

; consequently,
he could neither direct us iu our inquiries, nor in-

troduce us to any family of distinction. He said
he was stimulated by an irresistible impulse to re-
visit the palernus lar, or patria domus, though he
expected little satisfaction, inasmuch as he under-
stood that his nephew, the present possessor, was
but ill qualified to support the honour of the family.

He assured us, however, as we designed to return
by the west road, that he would watch our motions,
and endeavour to pay his respects to us at Dumfries.
Accordingly he took his leave of us at a place half
way betwixt Morpeth and Alnwick, and pranced
away in great state, mounted on a tall, meagre,
raw-boned, shambling grey gelding, without e'er a
tooth in his head, the very counterpart of the rider

;

and, indeed, the appearance of the two was so pic-

turesque, that I would give twenty guineas to have
them tolerably represented on canvass.

Northumberland is a fine county, extending to

the Tweed, which is a pleasant pastoral stream
;

but you will be surprised when I tell you that the
English side of that river is neither so well cultivated

nor so populous as the other. The farms are thinly
scattered, the lands unenclosed, and scarce a gen-
tleman's seat is to be seen in some miles from the
Tweed ; whereas the Scots are advanced in crowds
to the very brink of the river, so that you may
reckon above thirty good houses in the compass of
a few miles, belonging to proprietors whose ances-
tors had fortified castles in the same situations, a
circumstance that shows what dangerous neighbours
the Scotch must have formerly been to the northern
counties of England.
Our domestic economy continues on the old

footing. My sister Tabby still adheres to Method-
ism, and had the benefit of a sermon at Wesley's
meeting in Newcastle ; but I believe the passion of
love has in some measure abated the fervour of
devotion, both in her and her woman Mrs. Jenkins,
about whose good graces there has been a violent

contest betwixt my nephew's valet, Mr. Dutton, and
my man, Humphry Clinker. Jerry has been
obliged to interpose bis authority to keep the peace,
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and to him I have left the discussion of that im-
portant affair, which had like to have kindled the
flames of discord in the family of, yours always,

Tweedmouth, July 15. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, at Oxon.

Dear Wat,—In my two last you had so much
of Lismahago, that I suppose you are glad he is

gone off the stage for the present. I must now
descend to domestic occurrences. Love, it seems,
is resolved to assert his dominion over all the

females of our family. After having practised

upon poor Liddy's heart, and played strange vagaries
with our aunt Mrs. Tabitha, he began to run riot

in the affections of her woman, Mrs. Winifred
Jenkins, whom I have had occasion to mention
more than once in the course of our memoirs.
Nature intended Jenkins for something very
different from the character of the mistress, yet
custom and habit have effected a wonderful
resemblance betwixt them in many particulars.

Win, to be sure, is much younger, and more
agreeable in her person; she is likewise tender-

hearted and benevolent, qualities for which her
mistress is by no means remarkable, no more than
she is for being of a timorous disposition, and much
subject to fits of the mother, which are the infirmities

of Win's constitution ; but then she seems to have
adopted Mrs. Tabby's manner with her cast clothes.

She dresses and endeavours to look like her mis-
tress, although her own looks are much more en-
gaging. She enters into her schemes of economy,
learns her phrases, repeats her remarks, imitates

her style in scolding the inferior servants, and,
fiually, subscribes implicitly to her system of devo-
tion. This, indeed, she found the more agreeable,

as it was in a great measure introduced and con-
firmed by the ministry of Clinker, with whose
personal merit she seems to have been struck ever
since he exhibited the pattern of his naked skin at

Marlborough.
Nevertheless, though Humphry had this double

hank upon her inclinations, and exerted all his

power to maintain the conquest he had made, he
found it impossible to guard it on the side of vanity,

where poor Win was as frail as any female in the
kingdom. In short, my rascal Dutton professed
himself her admirer, and by dint of his outlandish
qualifications, threw his rival Clinker out of the
saddle of her heart. Humphry may be compared
to an English pudding, composed of good wholesome
flower and suet, and Dutton to a syllabub or iced
froth, which, though agreeable to the taste, has
nothing solid or substantial. The traitor not only
dazzled her with his second-hand finery, but he
fawned, and flattered, and cringed ; he taught her
to take rappee, and presented her with a snuff-box
of papier mache ; he supplied her with a powder
for her teeth ; he mended her complexion, and he
dressed her hair in the Paris fashion ; he undertook
to be her French master and her dancing master,
as well as friseur, and thus imperceptibly wound
himself into her good graces. Clinker perceived
the progress he had made, and repined in secret.

He attempted to open her eyes in the way of ex-
hortation, and, finding it produced no effect, had
recourse to prayer. At Newcastle, while he at-

tended Mrs. Tabby to the Methodist meeting, his
rival accompanied Mrs. Jenkins to the play. He
was dressed in a silk coat, made at Parisftjr his
former master, with a tawdry waistcoat of tarnished
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brocade ; he wore his hair in a great bag, with a
huge solitaire, and a long sword dangled from his

thigh. The lady was all of a flutter with faded
lutestring, washed gauze, and ribbons three times
refreshed, but she was most remarkable for the
frissure of her head, which rose, like a pyramid,
seven inches above the scalp, and her face was
primed and patched from the chin up to the eyes

;

nay, the gallant himself had spared neither red nor
white in improving the nature of his own com-
plexion. In this attire, they walked together
through the high street to the theatre, and as they
passed for players, ready dressed for acting, they
reached it unmolested ; but as it was still light

when they returned, and by that time the people
had got information of their real character and
condition, they hissed and hooted all the way, and
Mrs. Jenkins was all bespattered with dirt, as well
as insulted with the opprobrious name of painted
Jezabel, so that her fright and mortification threw
her into an hysteric fit the moment she came home.

Clinker was so incensed at Button, whom he
considered as the cause of her disgrace, that he up-
braided him severely for having turned the poor
young woman's brain. The other affected to treat

him with contempt
;
and, mistaking his forbearance

foi want of courage, threatened to horsewhip him
into good manners. Humphry then came to me,
humbly begging I would give him leave to chastise
my servant for his insolence. " He has challenged
me to fight him at sword's point," said he, "but I
might as well challenge him to make a horseshoe
or a ploughiron, for I know no more of the one
than he does of the other. Besides, it does not
become servants to use those weapons, or to claim
the privilege of gentlemen to kill one another,
when they fall out ; moreover, I would not have
his blood upon my conscience for ten thousand
times the profit or satisfaction I should get by his

death ; but if your honour won't be angry, I'll en-
gage to gee 'en a good drubbing, that, mayhap, will

do 'en service, and I'll take care it shall do 'en no
harm." I said, I had no objection to what he pro-
posed, provided he could manage matters so as not
to be found the aggressor, in case Dutton should
prosecute him for an assault and battery.

Thus licensed, he retired ; and that same evening
easily provoked his rival to strike the first blow,
which Clinker returned with such interest, that he
was obliged to call for quarter, declaring, at the
same time, that he would exact severe and bloody
satisfaction the moment we should pass the Border,
when he could run him through the body without
fear of the consequence. This scene passed in pre-
sence of Lieutenant Lismahago, who encouraged
Clinker to hazard a thrust of cold iron with his an-
tagonist. " Cold iron," cried Humphry, " I shall

never use against the life of any human creature
;

but I am so far from being afraid of his cold iron,

that I shall use nothing in my defence but a good
cudgel, which shall always be at his service." In
the mean time the fair cause of this contest, Mrs.
Winii'red Jejkins, seemed overwhelmed with afflic-

tion, and Mr. Clinker acted much on the reserve,
though he did not presume to find fault with her
conduct.

The dispute between the two rivals was soon
Drought to a very unexpected issue. Among our
fellow-lodgers at Berwick, was a couple from Lon-
aon, bound to Edinburgh, on the voyage of matri-
mony. The female was the daughter and heiress

of a pawnbroker deceased, who had given her guar-
dians the slip, and put herself under the tuition of
a tall Hibernian, who had conducted her thus far in
quest of a clergyman to unite them in marriage,
without the formalities required by the law 01 Eng-
land. I know not how the lover had behaved on
the road, so as to decline in the favour of his ina-
morata

; but, in all probability, Dutton perceived a
coldness on her side, which encouraged him to
whisper, it was a pity she should have cast her af-
fections upon a tailor, which he affirmed the Irish-
man to be. This discovery completed her disgust,
of which my man taking the advantage, began to
recommend himself to her good graces; and the
smooth-tongued rascal found no difficulty to insi-

nuate himself into the place of her heart from
which the other had been discarded. Their reso-
lution was immediately taken ; in the morning
before day, while poor Teague lay snoring a-bed,
his indefatigable rival ordered a post-chaise, and set
out with the lady for Coldstream, a few miles up
the Tweed, where there was a parson who dealt in
this branch of commerce, and there they were
noosed before the Irishman ever dreamed of the
matter ; but when he got up at six o'clock, and found
the bird was flown, he made such a noise as alarmed
the whole house. One of the first persons he en-
countered was the postilion returned from Cold-
stream, where he had been witness to the marriage,
and, over and above a handsome gratuity, had re-
ceived a bride's favour, which he now wore in his
cap. When the forsaken lover understood they
were actually married, and set out for London, and
that Dutton had discovered to the lady that he (the
Hibernian) was a tailor, he had like to have run
distracted. He tore the ribbon from the fellow's

cap, and beat it about his ears. He swore he would
pursue him to the gates of hell, and ordered a post-
chaise and four to be got ready as soon as possible

;

but recollecting that his finances would not admit of
this way of travelling, he was obliged to counter-
mand this order.

For my part, I knew nothing at all of what hap-
pened, till the postilion brought me the keys of my
trunk and portmanteau, which he had received from
Dutton, who sent me his respects, hoping I would
excuse him for his abrupt departure, as it was a step
upon which his fortune depended. Before I had
time to make my uncle acquainted with this event,
the Irishman burst into my chamber, without any
introduction, exclaiming, " By my soul, your sar-

vant has robbed me of five thousand pounds, and
I'll have satisfaction, if I should be hanged to-mor-
row ! " When I asked him who he was, " My name,"
said he, " is Master Macloughlin, but it should be
Leighlin Oneale, for I am come from Ter-Owen
the Great ; and so I am as good a gentleman as anv
in Ireland ; and that rogue, your sarvant, said I was
a tailor, which was as big a lie as if he had called

me the Pope. I'm a man of fortune, and have spent
all I had ; and so being in distress, Mr. Coshgrave,
the fashioner in Suffolk-street, tuck me out, and
made me his own private shecretary ; bv the same
token, I was the last he bailed ; for his friends

obliged him to tie himself up, that he would bail uo
more above ten pounds ; for why, becaause as how
he could net refuse any body that asked, and there-
fore in time would have robbed himself of his whole
fortune, and, if he had lived long at that rate, must
have died bankrupt very soon ; and so I made my
addresses to Miss Skinner, a young lady of fne
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thousand pounds fortune, who agreed (o take me for
better nor worse

; and, to be sure, this day would
have put me in possession, if it had not been for
that rogue your sarvant, who came like a tief, and
stole away my property, and made her believe I was
a tailor, and that she was going to marry the ninth
part of a man ; but the devil burn my soul, if ever

;

I catch him on the mountains of Tulloghobegly, if I
don't show him that I'm nine times as good a man

:
as he, or e'er a bug of his country."
When he had rung out his first alarm, I told him

I was sorry he had allowed himself to be so jockied,
but it was no business of mine, and that the fellow
who robbed him of his bride, had likewise robbed
me of my servant. " Didn't I tell you then," cried
he, " that Rogue was his true Christian name ; Oh

!

if I had but one fair trust with him upon the sod,
I'd give him leave to brag all the rest of his life."

My uncle hearing the noise, came in, and being
informed of this adventure, began to comfort Mr.
lOneale for the lady's elopement, observing, that he
seemed to have had a lucky escape ; that it was

l better she should elope before than after marriage.
The Hibernian was of a very ditferent opinion. He
said, if he had been once married, she might have
eloped as soon as she pleased ; he would have taken
care that she should not have carried her fortune
along with her. " Ah !" said he, " she's a Judas
Iscariot, and has betrayed me with a kiss

;
and, like

Judas, she carried the bag, and has not left me
money enough to bear my expenses back to Lon-
don ; and so as I am come to this pass, and the
rogue that was the occasion of it has left you with-
out a sarvant, you may put me in his place

;
and,

by Jasus, it is the best thing you can do." I begged
to be excused, declaring I could put up with any
inconvenience, rather than treat as footman the
descendant of Ter-Owen the Great. I advised him
to return to his friend Mr. Cosgrave, and take his

passage from Newcastle by sea, towards which I
made him a small present, and he retired, seem-
ingly resigned to his evil fortune. I have taken
upon trial a Scotchman, called Archy M'Alpin, an
old soldier, whose last master, a colonel, lately died
at Berwick. The fellow is old and withered, "but he
has been recommended to me for his fidelity by
Mrs. Humphreys, a very good sort of a woman,
rwho keeps the inn at Tweedmouth, and is much
respected by all the travellers on this road.

Clinker, without doubt, thinks himself happy in
the removal of a dangerous rival, and he is too
a;ood a Christian to repine at Dutton's success.
(Even Mrs. Jenkins will have reason to congratulate
herself upon this event, when she cooly reflects

upon the matter
;

for, howsoever she was forced
from her poise for a season, by snares laid for her
canity, Humphry is certainly the north star to
which the needle of her affection would have pointed
it the long-run ; at present the same vanity is ex-
ceedingly mortified, upon finding herself abandoned
)y her new admirer, in favour of another ina-
norata. She received the news with a violent
)urst of laughter, which soon brought on a fit of
Crying, and this gave the finishing blow to the
)atience of her mistress, which had held out beyond
ill expectation. She now opened all those flood-

gates of reprehension which had been shut so long.

She not only reproached her with her levity and
ndiscretion, but attacked her on the score of reli-

gion, declaring roundly, that she was in a state of
ipostnsy and reprobation

;
and, finally, threatened

to send her a-packing at this extremity of the
kingdom. All the family interceded for "poor Wi-
nifred, not even excepting her slighted swain, Mr.
Clinker, who, on his knees, implored and obtained
her pardon.

There was, however, another consideration that
gave Mrs. Tabitha some disturbance. At New-
castle the servants had been informed by some wag,
that there was nothing to eat in Scotland but oat-
meal and sheep-heads ; and Lieutenant Lismahago
being consulted, what lie said served rather to con-
firm than to refute the report. Our aunt being
apprized of this circumstance, very gravely advised
her brother to provide a sumpter-horse, with store
of hams, tongues, bread, biscuit, and other articles
for our subsistence in the course of our peregrina-
tion; and Mr. Bramble as gravely replied, that he
would take the hint into consideration

;
but, finding

no such provision was made, she now revived the
proposal, observing that there was a tolerable mar-
ket at Berwick, where we might be supplied ; and
that my man's horse would serve as a beast of bur-
den ; the 'squire, shrugging up his shoulders, eyed
her askance with a look of ineffable contempt, and,
after some pause, " Sister," said he, " I can hardly
persuade myself you are serious." She was so little

acquainted with the geography of the island, that
she imagined we could not go to Scotland but by
sea ; and, after we had passed through the town of
Berwick, when we told her we were upon Scottish
ground, she could hardly believe the assertion. If
the truth must be told, the South Britons in general
are wofully ignorant in this particular. What be-
tween want of curiosity and traditional sarcasms,
the effect of ancient animosity, the people at the
other end of the island know as little of Scotland as
of Japan.

If I had never been in Wales, I should have been
more struck with the manifest difference in appear-
ance betwixt the peasant and commonalty on the
different sides of the Tweed. The boors of Nor-
thumberland are lusty fellows, fresh complexioned,
cleanly, and well-clothed ; but the labourers in
Scotland are generally lank, lean, hard-featured,
sallow, soiled, and shabby ; and their little pinced
blue caps have a beggarly effect. The cattle are
much in the same style with their drivers, meagre,
stunted, and ill-equipped. When I talked to my
uncle on this subject, he said, " Though all the
Scottish hinds would not bear to be compared with
those of the rich counties of South Britain, they
would stand very well in competition with the
peasants of France, Italy, and Savoy—not to men-
tion the mountaineers of Wales, and the red shanks
of Ireland."

We entered Scotland by a frightful muir of six-
teen miles, which promises very little for the inte-

rior parts of the kingdom ; but the prospect mended
as we advanced. Passing through Dunbar, which
is a neat little town, situated on the sea-side, we lay
at a country inn, where our entertainment far ex-
ceeded our expectation ; but for this we cannot give
the Scotch credit, as the landlord is a native of
England. Yesterday we dined at Haddington, which
has been a place of some consideration, but is now
gone to decay ; and in the evening arrived at this

metropolis, of which I can say but very little. It

is very romantic, from its situation on the declivity
of a hill, having a fortified castle at the top, and a
royal palace at the bottom. The first thing that
strikes the nose of a stranger shall be nameless

;

3 K
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but what first strikes the eye is the unconscionable

height of the houses, -which generally rise to five,

six, seven, and eight stories, and, in some places

(as I am assured), to twelve. This manner of build-

ing, attended with numberless inconveniences, must

have been originally owing to -want of room. Cer-

tain it is, the town seems to be full of people ; hut

their looks, their langnage, and their customs, are

so different from ours, that I can hardly believe

myself in Great Britain.

The inn at -which -we put up (if it may be so

called) was so filthy and disagreeable in all respects,

that my uncle began to fret, and his gouty symptoms

to recur. Recollecting, however, that he had a

letter of recommendation to one Mr. Mitchelson, a

lawyer, he sent it by his servant, with a compliment,

importing, that he would wait upon him next day

in person ; but that gentleman visited us imme-
diately, and insisted upon our going to his own
house* until he could provide lodgings for our ac-

commodation. "We gladly accepted of his invita-

tion, and repaired to his house, where we were

treated with equal elegance and hospitality, to the

utter confusion of our aunt, whose prejudices, though

beginning to give way, were not yet entirely re-

moved. To-day, by the assistance of our friend,

we are settled in convenient lodgings, up four pair

of stairs, in the High Street, the fourth story being,

in this city, reckoned more genteel than the first.

The air is, in all probability, the better; but it

requires good lungs to breathe it at this distance

above the surface of the earth. While I do remain

above it, whether higher or lower, provided I

breathe at all, I shall ever be, dear Phillips, yours,

Edinburgh, July IS. J. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewtis.

Dear Lewis,—That part of Scotland contiguous

to Berwick na'ure seems to have intended as a

barrier between two hostile nations. It is a brown
desart, of considerable extent, that produces nothing

but heath and fern ; and what rendered it the more
dreary when we passed, there was a thick fog that

hindered us from seeing above twenty yards from
the carriage. My sister began to make wry faces,

and use her smelling bottle, Liddy looked blank,

and Mrs. Jenkins dejected ; but in a few hours these

clouds were dissipated ; the sea appeared upon our

right, and on the left the mountains retired a little,

leaving an agreeable plain betwixt them and the

beach ; but, what surprised us all, this plain, to the

extent of several miles, was covered with as fine

wheat as ever I saw in the most fertile parts of

South Britain. This plentiful crop is raised in the

open field, without any enclosure, or other manure
than the alga marina, or sea-weed, which abounds
on this coast ; a circumstance which shows that the

soil and climate are favourable, but that agriculture

in this country is not yet brought to that perfection

which it has attained in England. Enclosures
would not only keep the grounds warm, and the

several fields distinct, but would also protect the

crop from the high winds, which are so frequent in

this part of the island.

Dunbar is well situated for trade, and has a
curious basin, where ships of small burden may be
perfectly secure ; but there is little appearance of
business in the place. From thence, all the way to

Edinburgh, there is a continual succession of fine

seats belonging to noblemen and gentlemen ; and,

as each is surrounded by its own parks and plan-

tation, they produce a very pleasing effect in a
country which lies otherwise open and exposed. At
Dunbar there is a noble park, with a lodge, belong-

ing to the Duke of Roxburgh, where Oliver Crom-
well had his head-quarters, when Leslie, at the

head of a Scotch army, took possession of the moun-
tains in the neighbourhood, and hampered him in

such a manner, that he would have been obliged to

embark and get away by sea, had not the fanaticism

of the enemy forfeited the advantage which they

had 'obtained by their general's conduct. Their

ministers, by exhortation, prayer, assurance, and
prophecy, instigated them to go down and slay the

Philistines in Gilgal, and they quitted their ground
accordingly, notwithstanding all that Leslie could

do to restrain the madness of their enthusiasm.

When Oliver saw them in motion, he exclaimed—
" Praised be the Lord, he hath delivered them into

the hands of his servant !" and ordered his troops

to sing a psalm of thanksgiving, while they ad-

vanced in order to the plain, where the Scotch

were routed with great slaughter.

In the neighbourhood of Haddington there is a

gentleman's house, in the building of which, and
the improvements about it, he is said to have ex-

pended forty thousand pounds : but I cannot say I

was much pleased with either the architecture or

the situation, though it has in front a pastoral

stream, the banks of which are laid out in a very

agreeable manner. I intended to pay my respects

to Lord Elibank, whom I had the honour to know
at London many years ago. He lives in this part

of Lothian, but was gone to the north on a visit.

You have often heard me mention this nobleman,

whom I have long revered for his humanity and

universal intelligence, over and above the enter-

tainment arising from the originality of his cha-

racter. At Musselburgh, however, I had the good

fortune to drink tea with my old friend Mr. Car-

donel j and at his house I met with Dr. C , the

parson of the parish, whose humour and conver-

sation inflamed me with a desire of being better

acquainted with his person. I am not at all sur-

prised that these Scotch make their way in every

quarter of the globe.

This place is but four miles from Edinburgh,

towards which we proceeded along the sea-shore,

upon a firm bottom of smooth sand, which the tide

had left uncovered in its retreat. Edinburgh, from

this avenue, is not seen to much advantage: we
had only an imperfect view of the castle and upper

parts of the town, which varied incessantly accord-

ing to the inflections of the road, and exhibited the

appearance of detached spires and turrets, belong-

ing to some magnificent edifice in ruins. The

palace of Holyrood-house stands on the left as you

enter the Canongate. This is a street continued

from hence to the gate called the Netherbow,

which is now taken away ; so that there is no

interruption for a long mile, from the bottom to the

top of the hill, on which the castle stands in a most

imperial situation. Considering its fine pavement,

its width, and the lofty houses on each side, this

would be undoubtedly one of the noblest streets in

Europe, if an ugly mass of mean buildings, called

the Luckenbooths, had not thrust itself, by what

accident I know not, into the middle of the way,

like Middle Row in Holborn. The city stands upon

two hills, and the bottom between them ; and, with

all its defects, may very well pass for the capital of

a moderate kingdom. It is full of people ;
and
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continually resounds 'with the noise of coaches, and
other carriages, for luxury as well as commerce.
As far as I can perceive, here is no want of pro-

visions. The beef and mutton are as delicate here

as in Wales ; the sea affords plenty of good fish

;

the bread is remarkably fine ; and the water is

excellent, though I'm afraid not in sufficient quan-
tity to answer all the purposes of cleanliness and
convenience ; articles in which, it must be allowed,

our fellow-subjects are a little defective. The
water is brought in leaden pipes from a mountain
in the neighbourhood, to a cistern on the castle-hill,

from whence it is distributed to public conduits in

different parts of the city. Prom these it is carried

in barrels, on the backs of male and female porters,

up two, three, four, five, six, seven, and eight pair

of stairs, for the use of particular families. Every
story is a complete house, occupied by a separate

family ; and the stair being common to them all,

is generally left in a very filthy condition ; a man
must tread with great circumspection to get safe

housed with unpolluted shoes. Nothing can form
a stronger contrast than the difference betwixt the

outside and inside of the door ; for the good women
of this metropolis are remarkably nice in the orna-

ments and propriety of their apartments, as if they
were resolved to transfer the imputation from the

individual to the public. You are no stranger to

their method of discharging all their impurities

from their windows, at a certain hour of the night,

as the custom is in Spain, Portugal, and some parts

of France and Italy ; a practice to which I can by
no means be reconciled ; for notwithstanding all

the care that is taken by their scavengers to re-

move this nuisance every morning by break of day,

enough still remains to offend the eyes, as well as

the other organs of those whom use has not hard-

ened against all delicacy of sensation.

The inhabitants seem insensible to these impres-

sions, and are apt to imagine the disgust that we
avow is little better than affectation ; but they ought

to have some compassion for strangers, who have not

been used to this kind of sufferance, and consider

whether it may not be worth while to take some
pains to vindicate themselves from the reproach that

on this account they bear among their neighbours.

As to the surprising height of their houses, it is

absurd in many respects ; but in one particular

light I cannot view it without horror ; that is, the

dreadful situation of all the families above, in case

the common stair-case should be rendered impass-

able by a fire in the lower stories. In order to

prevent the shocking consequences that must
attend such an accident, it would be a right mea-
sure to open doors of communication from one

house to another on every story, by which the

people might fly from such a terrible visitation.

In all parts of the world we see the force of habit

prevailing over all the dictates of convenience and
sagacity. All the people of business at Edinburgh,
and even the genteel company, may be seen stand-

ing in crowds every day, from one to two in the

afternoon, in the open street, at a place where
formerly stood a market cross, which (by the by)

was a curious piece of Gothic architecture, still to

be seen in Lord Somerville's garden in this neigh-

bourhood : I say, the people stand in the open
street from the force of custom, rather than move a

few yards to an exchange, that stands empty on
one side, or to the Parliament-close on the other,

which is a noble square, adorned with a fine eques-

trian statue of King Charles II. The company
thus assembled are entertained with a variety of
tunes, played upon a set of bells, fixed in a steeple

hard by. As these bells are well toned, and the
musician, who has a salary from the city for plaj -

ing upon them with keys, is no bad performer, the
entertainment is really agreeable, and very striking

to the ears of a stranger.

The public inns at Edinburgh are still worse than
those of London ; but, by means of a worthy gen-
tleman, to whom I was recommended, we have got
decent lodgings in the house of a widow gentlewo-
man of the name of Lockhart ; and here I shall

stay until I have seen every thing that is remark-
able in and about this capital. I now begin to feel

the good effects of exercise. I eat like a farmer,
sleep from midnight till eight in the morning,
without interruption, and enjoy a constant tide of
spirits, equally distant from inanition and excess

;

but whatever ebbs or flows my constitution may
undergo, my heart will still declare that I am,
Dear Lewis, your affectionate friend and servant,

Edinburgh, July 18. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Brambleton-hall.

Dear Mary,—The squire has been so kind as

to rap my bit of nonsense under the kiver of his

own sheet. O Mary Jones ! Mary Jones ! I have
had trials and trembulation. God help me ! I have
been a vixen and a griffin these many days. Sattin

has had power to temp me in the shape of van
Ditton, the young squire's wally-de-shamble

; but
by God's grease he did not purvail. I thoft as how
there was no arm in going to a play at Newcastle,
with my hair dressed in the Parish fashion ; and
as for the trifle of paint, he said as how my com-
plexion wanted rouch, and so I let him put it on
with a little Spanish owl ; but a mischievous mob
of colliers, and such promiscous ribble rabble, that

could bare no smut but their own, attacked us in

the street, and called me hoar and painted Issabel,

and splashed my close, and spoiled me a complete
set of blond lace triple ruffles, not a pin the worse
for the ware. They cost me seven good silliugs

to Lady Griskin's woman at London.
When I axed Mr. Clinker what they meant by

calling me Issabel, he put the byebill into my
hand, and I read of van Issabel, a painted harlot,

that vas thrown out of a vindore, and the dogs
came and licked her blood. But I am no harlot

;

and, with God's blessing, no dog shall have my
poor blood to lick. Marry, Heaven forbid, amen !

As for Ditton, after all his courting and his com-
pliment, he stole away an Irishman's bride, and
took a French leave of me and his master ; but I

vally not his going a farting ; but I have had
hanger on his account. Mistress scoulded like

mad ; thof I have the comfit that all the family

took my part, and even Mr. Clinker pleaded for

me on his bended knee
;
thof, God he knows, he

had raisins enuff to complain ; but he's a good
sole, abounding with christian meekness, and one
day will meet with his reward.

And now, dear Mary, we have got to Hadding-
borough, among the Scots, who are civil enuff for

our money, thof I don't speak their lingo. But
they should not go for to impose upon foreigners

;

for the bills on their houses say, they have different

easements to let ; and behold there is nurra geaks
in the whole kingdom, nor any thing for pore sar-

vants, but a barrel with a pair of tongs thrown
3 li 2
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across ; and all the chairs in the family are emptied
into this here barrel once a da}' ; and at ten o'clock

at night the -whole cargo is flung out of a back
windore that looks into some street or lane, and
the maid calls Gardy loo to the passengers, which
signifies, Lord have mercy upon you! and thij is

done every night in every house in Hadding-
borough ; so you may guess, Mary Jones, what a

sweet savour comes from such a number of pro-

fuming pans. But they say it is wholesome, and
truly I believe it is ; for being in the vapours, and
thinking of Issabel and Mr. Clinker, I was going
into a fit of astericks, when this fiff, saving your
presence, took me by the ncse so powerfully, that I

sneezed three times, and found myself wonderfully

refreshed ; and this to be sure is the raisin why
there are no fits in Haddingborough.

I was likewise made believe, that there was no-
thing to be had but out-meal and seep's heads ; but
if I hadn't been a fool, I mought have known there

could be no heads without karcasses. This very
blessed day I dined upon a delicate leg of Velsh
mutton and cully-flower ; and as for the oat-meal,

I leave that to the sarvants of the country, which
are pore drudges, many of them without shoes or

stockings. Mr. Clinker tells me here is a great

call of the gospel ; but I wish, I wish some of our
family be not fallen off from the rite way. O, if

I was given to tail-baring, I have my own secrets

to discover. There has been a deal of huggling
and flurtation betwixt Mrs. and an ould Scots

officer called Kismycago. He looks for all the orld

like the scarecrow that our gardener set up to frite

away the sparrows ; and what will come of it the

Lord nows ; but come what will, it shall never be
said that I mentioned a syllabub of the matter
Eemember me kindly to Saul and the kitten. I
hope they got the horn-buck, and will put it to a
good yuse, which is the constant prayer of,

Dear Molly, your loving friend,

Addingborough, July 18. WIN. JENKINS.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, of Jesus College,

O.ron.

Dear Phillips,— If I stay much longer at

Edinburgh, I shall be changed into a downright
Caledonian. My uncle observes, that I have al-

ready acquired something of the country accent.

Th° people here are so social and attentive in their

civilities to strangers, that I am insensibly sucked
into the channel of their manners and customs,
although they are in fact much more different from
ours than you can imagine. That difference, how-
ever, which struck me very much at my first

arrival, I now hardly perceive, and my ear is per-
fectly reconciled to the Scotch accent, which I
find even agreeable in the mouth of a pretty wo-
man. It is a sort of Doric dialect, which gives an
idea of amiable simplicity. You cannot imagine
how we have been caressed and feasted in the good
town of Edinburgh, of which we are become free
denizens and guild-brothers, by the special favour
of the magistracy.

I had a whimsical commission from Bath, to a
citizen of this metropolis. Quin, understanding
our intention to visit Edinburgh, pulled out a
guinea, and desired the favour I would drink it at
a tavern, with a particular friend and bottle com-
panion of his, one Mr. E C , a lawyer of
this city. I charged myself with the commission,

and taking the guinea, " You see," said I, " I have
pocketed your bounty." " Yes," replied Quin,
laughing, " and a headache into the bargain, if you
drink fair." I made use of this introduction to

Mr. C—— , who received me with open arms, and
gave me the rendezvous, according to the cartel.

He had provided a company of jolly fellows,

among whom I found myself extremely happy

;

and did Mr. C and Quin all the justice in my
power

;
but, alas ! I was no more than a tyro

among a troop of veterans, who had compassion
upon my youth, and conveyed me home in the
morning, by what means I know not. Quin was
mistaken, however, as to the headache ; the claret

was too good to treat me so roughly.

While Mr. Bramble holds conferences with the
graver literati of the place, and our females are en-
tertained at visits by the Scotch ladies, who are the
best and kindest creatures upon earth, I pass my
time among the bucks of Edinburgh; who, with a
great share of spirit and vivacity, have a certain

shrewdness and self-command that is not often

found among their neighbours in the hey-day of
youth and exultation. Not a hint escapes a Scotch-
man that can be interpreted into offence by any in-

dividual in the company ; and national reflections

are never heard. In this particular, I must own,
we are both unjust and ungrateful to the Scotch;
for, as far as I am able to judge, they have a real

esteem for the natives of South Britain ; and never
mention our country, but with expressions of re-

gard. Nevertheless, they are far from being ser-

vile imitators of our modes and fashionable vices.

All their customs and regulations of public and
private economy, of business and diversion, are in

their own style. This remarkably predominates in

their looks, their dress, and manner, their music,
and even their cookery. Our squire declares, that

he knows not another people upon earth so strongly

marked with a national character. Now we are

upon the article of cookery, I must own, some of
their dishes are savoury, and even delicate ; but I

am not yet Scotchman enough to relish their singed
sheep's head and haggis, which were provided, at

our request, one day at Mr. Mitchelson's, where we
dined. The first put me in mind of the history of
Congo, in which 1 had read of negroes' heads sold

publicly in the markets ; the last, being a mess of
minced lights, livers, suet, oatmeal, onions, and
pepper, enclosed in a sheep's stomach, had a very
sudden effect upon mine, and the delicate Mrs.
Tabby changed colour ; when the cause of our
disgust was instantaneously removed at the nod of

our entertainer. The Scotch in general are at-

tached to this composition with a sort of national

fondness, as well as to their oatmeal bread ; which
is presented at every table, in thin triangular cakes,

baked upon a plate of iron, called a girdle ; and
these many of the natives, even in the higher ranks
of life, prefer to wheaten bread, which they have
here in perfection. You know we used to vex
poor Murray of Balliol College, by asking, if there

was really no fruit but turnips in Scotland. Sure
enough, I have seen turnips make their appear-
ance, not as a desert, but by way of hors d'ceu-

vres, or whets, as radishes are served up betwixt
more substantial dishes in France and Italy; but it

must be observed, that the turnips of this country
are as much superior in sweetness, delicacy, and
flavour, to those of England, as a musk-melon is

to the stock of a common cabbage. They are
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small and conical, of a yellowish colour, with a

very thin skin ! and, over and above their agree-

able taste, are valuable for their antiscorbutic

quality. As to the fruit now in season, such as

cherries, gooseberries, and currants, there is no

want of them at Edinburgh ; and in the gardens

of some gentlemen, who lived in this neighbour-

hood, there is now a very favourable appearance of

apricots, peaches, nectarines, and even grapes nay, I

have seen a very fine show of pine-apples within a

few miles of this metropolis. Indeed, we have no

reason to be surprised at these particulars, when we
consider how little difference there is, in fact, be-

twixt this climate and that of London.
All the remarkable places in the city and its

avenues, for ten miles around, we have visited much
to our satisfaction. In the castle are some royal

apartments, where the sovereign occasionally re-

sided ; and here are carefully preserved the regalia

of the kingdom, consisting of a crown, said to be

of great value, a sceptre, and a sword of state,

adorned with jewels. Of these symbols of sove-

reignty, the people are exceedingly jealous. A
report being spread, during the sitting of the Union

parliament, that they were removed to London,

such a tumult arose, that the lord commissioner

would have been torn in pieces, if he had not pro-

duced them for the satisfaction of the populace.

The palace of Holyrood-house is an elegant piece

of architecture, but sunk in an obscure, and, as I

take it, unwholesome bottom, where one would

imagine it had been placed on purpose to be con-

cealed. The apartments are lofty, but unfurnished

;

and as for the pictures of the Scottish kings, from

Fergus L to King William, they are paltry daub-

ings, mostly by the same hand, painted either from

the imagination, or porters hired to sit for the

purpose. All the diversions of London we enjoy

at Edinburgh, in a small compass. Here is a well-

conducted concert, in which several gentlemen

perform on different instruments. The Scotch are

all musicians. Every man you meet plays on the

flute, the violin, or violincello; and there is one

nobleman, whose compositions are universally

admired. Our company of actors is very tolerable

;

and a subscription is now on foot for building a new
theatre. But their assemblies please me above all

other public exhibitions.

We have been at the hunters' ball, where I was

really astonished to see such a number of fine

women. The English, who have never crossed

the Tweed, imagine erroneously, that the Scotch

ladies are not remarkable for personal attractions ;

but I can declare with a safe conscience, I

never saw so many handsome females together as

were assembled on this occasion. At the Leith

races, the best company comes hither from the

remoter provinces; so that, I suppose, we had all

the beauty of the kingdom concentrated as it were

into one focus ; which was indeed so vehement,

that my heart could hardly resist its power. Be-

tween friends, it has sustained some damage from

the bright eyes of the charming Miss R— n, whom
I had the honour to dance with at the ball. The

Countess of Melville attracted all eyes, and the

admiration of all present. She was accompanied

by the agreeable Miss Grieve, who made many

conquests ; nor did my sister Liddy pass unnoticed

in the assembly. She is become a toast at Edin-

burgh, by the name of the Fair Cambrian, and has

already been the occasion of much wine-shed;—

but the poor girl met with an accident at the ball

which has given us great disturbance.

A young gentleman, the express image of that

rascal Wilson, went up to ask her to dance a

minuet ; and his sudden appearance shocked her

so much, that she fainted away. I call Wilson a

rascal, because, if he had been really a gentle-

man, with honourable intentions, he would have,

ere now, appeared in his own character. I must

own, my blood boils with indignation when I think

of that fellow's presumption ; ar.d Heaven confound

me if I don't—But I won't be so womanish as to

rail—Time will, perhaps, furnish occasion—Thank
God, the cause of Liddy's disorder remains a

secret. The lady-directress of the ball, thinking

she was overcome by the heat of the place, had

her conveyed to another room, where she soon

recovered so well, as to return and join in the

country dances, in which the Scotch lasses acquit

themselves with such spirit and agility, as put their

partners to the height of their mettle. 1 believe

our aunt, Mrs. Tabitha, had entertained hopes of

being able to do some execution among the cava-

liers at this assembly. She had been several days

in consultation with milliners and mantua-makers,

preparing for the occasion, at which she made her

appearance in a full suit of damask, so thick and

heavy, that the sight of it alone, at this season of

the year, was sufficient to draw drops of sweat

from any man of ordinary imagination. She danced

one minuet with our friend Mr. Mitcbelson, who
favoured her so far, in the spirit of hospitality and

politeness ; and she was called out a second time by

the young laird of Balymawhaple, who, coming in

by accident, could not readily find any other

partner ; but as the first was a married man, and

the second paid no particular homage to her

charms, which were also overlooked by the rest of

the company, she became dissatisfied and censorious.

At supper, she observed that the Scotch gentlemen

made a very good figure, when they were a little

improved by travelling ;
and, therefore, it was pity

they did not all take the benefit of going abroad.

She said the women were awkward masculine

creatures ; that, in dancing, they lifted their legs

like so many colts; that they had no idea of

graceful motion; and put on their clothes in a

frightful manner; but if the truth must be told,

Tabby herself was the most ridiculous figure, and

the worst dressed of the whole assembly. The
neglect of the male sex rendered her malcontent

and peevish ; she now found fault with every thing

at Edinburgh, and teazed her brother to leave the

place, when she was suddenly reconciled to it on a

religious consideration. There is a sect of fanatics,

who have separated themselves from the established

kirk, under the name of Seceders. They acknowledge

no earthly head of the church, reject lay patronage,

and maintain the methodist doctrines of the new
birth, the new light, the efficacy of grace, the insuffi-

ciency ofworks, and the operations of the Spirit. Mrs.

Tabitha, attended by Humphry Clinker, was intro-

duced to one of their conventicles, where they both

received much edification ; and she has had the good

fortune to become acquainted with a pious Christian,

called Mr. Moffat, who is very powerful in prayer,

and often assists her in private exercises of devotion.

I never saw such a concourse of genteel company

at any races in England, as appeared on the course

of Leith. Hard by, in the fields called the Links, the

citizens of Edinburgh divert themselves at a game
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called golf, in which they use a curious kind of
bats tipt with horn, and" small elastic balls of
leather, stuffed with feathers, rather less than tennis-
balls, but of a much harder consistence. This
they strike with such force and dexterity from one
hole to another, that they will fly to an incredible
distance. Of this diversion the Scotch are so fond,
that, when the weather will permit, you may see a
multitude of all ranks, from the senator of justice
to the lowest tradesman, mingled together in their
shirts, and following the balls with the utmost
eagerness. Among others, I was shown one parti-
cular set of golfers, the youngest of whom was
turned of fourscore. They were all gentlemen of
independent fortunes, who had amused themselves
with this pastime for the best part of a centurv,
without having ever felt the least alarm from sick-
ness or disgust; and they never went to bed without
having each the best part of a gallon of claret in
his belly. Such uninterrupted exercise, cooperating
with the keen air from the sea, must, without afl

doubt, keep the appetite always on edge, and steel
the constitution against all the common attacks of
distemper.

The Leitb races gave occasion to another enter-
tainment of a very singular nature. There is at
Edinburgh a society or corporation of errand-boys
called Cadies, who ply in the streets at night with
paper lanterns, and are very serviceable in carryin?
messages. These fellows, though shabby in their
appearance, and rudely familiar in their address,
are wonderfully acute, and so noted for fidelity,
that there is no instance of a cadie's having betrayed
his trust. Such is their intelligence, that they know
not only every individual of the place, but also
every stranger, by the time he has been four-and-
twenty hours in Edinburgh ; and no transaction,
even the most private, can escape their notice.
They are particularly famous for their dexterity in
executing one of the "functions of Mercury

; tho'uffh
for my own part I never employed them in this
department of business. Had I occasion for any
service of this nature, my own man Archy WAl-
pine, is as well qualified as e'er a cadie in Edin-
burgh; and I am much mistaken, if he has not
been heretofore of their fraternity. Be that as it

may, they resolved to give a dinner and a ball at
Leith. to which they formally invited all the young
noblemen aud gentlemen that were at the races

;

and this invitation was reinforced by an assurance,
that all the celebrated ladies of pleasure would grace
the entertainment with their company. I received
a card on this occasion, and went thither with
half a dozen of my acquaintance. In a large hall,
the cloth was laid on a long range of tables joined
together, and here the company'seated themselves
to the number of about fourscore, lords and lairds,
and other gentlemen, courtezans and cadies, mingled
together, as the slaves ?nd their masters were in
the time of the Saturnalia in ancient Rome. The
toastmaster, who sat at the upper end, was one
Cadie Eraser, a veteran pimp, distinguished for his
humour and sagacity, well known and much re-
spected in his profession bv all the ffuests, male and
female, that were here assembled. He had bespoke
the dinner and the wine. He had taken care that
all his brethren should appear in decent apparel
and clean linen ; and he himself wore a periwio-
with three tails, in honour of the festival. I assure
you the banquet was both elegant and plentiful,
and seasoned with a thousand sallies, that promoted

a genral spirit of mirth and good humour. After
the desert, Mr. Fraser proposed the following toasts
which I don't pretend to explain—" The best in
Christendom."—" Gibb's contract."—" The beg-
gar's benison." — "King and kirk." — " Great
Britain and Ireland." Then, filling a bumper, and
turning to me, « Mester Malford," said he, " may
a' unkindness cease betwixt John Bull and his I

sister Moggy."—The next person he singled out,
was a nobleman who had been long abroad. " Ma
lord," cried Fraser, " here is a bumper to a' those
noblemen who have virtue enough to spend their
rents in their ain coontray." He afterwards ad-
dressed himselfto a member of parliament in these
words :—" Mester—I'm sure ye'll ha' nae objection
to my drinking, Disgrace and dool to ilka Scot,
that sells his conscience and his vote." He dis-
charged a third sarcasm at a person very gailv
dressed, who had risen from small beginnings, and.
made a considerable fortune at play. Filling his
glass, and calling him by name, " Lang life," said
he, " to the wylie loon that gangs afield with a toom
poke at his lunzie, and comes hame with a sackful
o' siller." All these toasts being received with
loud bursts of applause, Mr. Fraser called for pint
glasses, and filled his own to the brim. Then
standing up, and all his brethren following his
example, "Ma lords and gentlemen," cried he,
" here is a cup of thanks for the great and unde-
served honour you have done your poor errand-
boys this day." So saying, he and they drank off
their glasses in a trice, and, quitting their seats,
took their station each behind one of the other
guests; exclaiming— "Noo we're your honours
cadies again."

The nobleman who had bore the first brunt of
Mr. Fraser's satire, objected to his abdication. He
said, as the company was assembled by invitation
from the cadies, he expected they were to be en-
tertained at their expense. " By no means, my
lord," cried Fraser, " I wad na be guilty of sic pre-
sumption for the wide warld—I never" affronted a
gentleman since I was born ; and sure, at this age,
I wonnot offer an indignity to sic an honourable
convention."—" TVelL" said' his lordship, " as you
have expended some wit, you have a right to save
your money. You have given me good counsel,
and I take it in good part. As you have volun-
tarily quitted your seat, I will take your place with
the leave of the good company, and think myself
happy to be hailed, Father of the Feast." He' was
forthwith elected into the chair, and complimented
in a bumper in his new character.
The claret continued to circulate without inter-

ruption, till the glasses seemed to dance upon the
table ; and this, perhaps, was a hint to the ladies to
call for music. At eight in the evening the ball
began in another apartment. At midnight we went
to supper ; but it was broad day before I found the
way to my lodgings; and, no doubt, his lordship
had a swinging bill to discharge.

In short, I have lived so riotously for some weeks,
that my uncle begins to be alarmed on the score of
my constitution, and very seriously observes, that
all his own infirmities are owing to such excesses
indulged in his youth. Mrs. Tabitba says it would
be more for the advantage of my soul as well as
body, if, instead of frequenting these scenes of de-
bauchery, I would accompany Sir. Moffat and her
to hear a sermon of the Reverend Mr. M'Corken-
dale. Clinker often exhorts me, with a groan, to
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take care of my precious health ; and even Archy

M'Alpine, when he happens to be overtaken (which

is oftener the case than I could wish), reads me a

long lecture upon temperance and sobriety ;
and is

so very wise and sententious, that if I could pro-

vide him with a professor's chair, I would willingly

give up the benefit of his admonitions and service

together : for I was tutor-sick at Alma Mater.

I am not, however, so much engrossed by the

gaieties of Edinburgh, but that I find time to make

parties in the family way. We have not only seen

all the villas and villages within ten miles of the

capital, but we have also crossed the Frith, which

is an arm of the sea seven miles broad, that divides

Lothian from the shire, or, as the Scotch call it,

The kingdom of Fife. There is a number of large

open sea boats that ply on this passage from Leith

to Kinghorn, which is a borough on the other side.

In one°of these our whole family embarked three

days ago, excepting my sister, who, being exceed-

ingly fearful of the water, was left to the care of

Mrs. Mitchelson. We had an easy and quick pas-

sage into Fife, where we visited a number of poor

towns on the sea-side, including St. Andrew's,

which is the skeleton of a venerable city ;
but we

were much better pleased with some noble and

elegant seats and castles, of which there is a great

number in that part of Scotland. Yesterday we

took boat again on our return to Leith, with a fair

wind and agreeable weather ; but we had not ad-

vanced half way, when the sky was suddenly over-

cast, and the wind changing, blew directly m our

teeth ; so that we were obliged to turn, or tack, the

vest of the way. In a word, the gale increased to

a storm of wind and rain, attended with such a log,

that we could not see the town of Leith, to which

we were bound, nor even the Castle of Edinburgh,

notwithstanding its high situation. It is not to be

doubted but that we were all alarmed on this occa-

sion. And, at the same time, most of the passengers

were seized with a nausea that produced violent

retellings. My aunt desired her brother to order

the boatmen to put back to Kinghorn, and this ex-

pedient he actually proposed ; but they assured him

there was no danger. Mrs. Tabitha finding them

obstinate, began to scold, and insisted upon my
uncle's exerting his authority as a justice of the

peace. Sick and peevish as he was, he could not

help laughing at this wise proposal, telling her, that

his commission did not extend so far, and, if it did,

he should let the people take their own way ;
for

he thought it would be great presumption m him

to direct them in the exercise of their own pro-

fession Mrs. Winifred Jenkins made a general

clearance, with the assistance of Mr. Humphry

Clinker, who joined her both in prayer and ejacu-

lation As he took it for granted that we should

not be Ion"- in this world, he offered some spiritual

consolation to Mrs. Tabitha, who rejected it with

greatdisgust, biddinghimkeep his sermons for those

who had leisure to hear such nonsense. My uncle

sat recollected in himself, without speaking ;
my

man Archy had recourse to a brandy bottle, with

which he made so free, that I imagined he had sworn

to die of drinking any thing rather than sea-water

;

but the brandy had no more effect upon him m the

way of intoxication, than if it had been sea-water

in eood earnest. As for myself, I was too much

en-n-ossed by the sickness at my stomach, to think

of "any thing else. Meanwhile, the sea swelled

mountains high j the boat pitched with such vio-

lence, as if i t had been going to pieces ; the cord-

age, rattled, the wind roared, the lightning flashed,

the thunder bellowed, and the rain descended in a

deluge. Every time the vessel was put about, we
shipped a sea that drenched us all to the skin.

When, by dint of turning, we thought to have

cleared the pier-head, we were driven to leeward,

and then the boatmen themselves began to fear

that the tide would fail before we should fetch up

our lee way : the next trip, however, brought us

into smooth water, and we were safely landed on

the quay about one o'clock in the afternoon. " To
be sure," cried Tabby, when she found herself on

terra Jirma, " we must all have perished, if we had

not been the particular care of Providence."

" Yes ;" replied my uncle, " but I am much of the

honest Highlander's mind: after he had made

such a passage as this, his friend told him he was

much indebted to Providence." " Certainly," said

Donald ; " but, by my saul, mon, I'ese ne'er trouble

Providence again, so long as the brig of Stirling

stands." You must know, the brig, or bridge of

Stirling, stands above twenty miles up the river

Forth, of which this is the outlet. I don't find that

our squire has suffered in his health from this ad-

venture; but poor Liddy is in a peaking way.

I'm afraid this unfortunate girl is uneasy in her

mind ; and this apprehension distracts me, for she

is really an amiable creature.

We shall set out to-morrow or next day for

Stirling and Glasgow; and we propose to pene-

trate a little way into the Highlands, before we

turn our course to the southward. In the mean

time, commend me to all our friends round Carfax,

and believe me to be ever yours,

Edinr.Aug.8. J. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

I should be very ungrateful, dear Lewis, if I

did not find myself disposed to think and speak

favourably of this people, among whom I have

met with more kindness, hospitality, and rational

entertainment, in a few weeks, than ever I received

in any other country during the whole course of

my life. Perhaps the gratitude excited by these

benefits may interfere with the impartiality of my
remarks; for a man is as apt to be prepossessed by

particular favours, as to be prejudiced by private

motives of disgust. If I am partial, there is at

least some merit in my conversion from illiberal

prejudices which had grown up with my consti-

tution.

The first impressions which an Englishman re-

ceives in this country, will not contribute to the re-

moval of his prejudices ; because he refers every

thing he sees to a comparison with the same ar-

ticles in his own country ; and this comparison is

unfavourable to Scotland in all its exteriors, such

as, the face of the country in respect to cidtivation,

the appearance of the bulk of the people, and the

language of conversation in general. I am not so

far convinced by Mr. Lismahago's arguments, but

that I think the Scotch would do well, for their

own sakes, to adopt the English idioms and pro-

nunciation ; those of them especially who are re-

solved to push their fortunes in South Britain. I

know, by experience, how easily an Englishman is

influenced by the ear, and how apt he is to laugh,

when he hears his own language spoken with a

foreign or provincial accent. I have known a
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member of the House of Commons speak with
great energy and precision, without being able to
engage attention, because his observations were
made in the Scotch dialect, which (no offence to
Lieutenant Lismahago; certainly gives a clownish
air even to sentiments of the greatest dignity and
decorum. I have declared my opinion on this
head to some of the most sensible men of this
country, observing, at the same time, that if they
would employ a few natives of England to teach
the pronunciation of our vernacular tongue, in
twenty years there would be no difference, in point
of dialect, between the youth of Edinburgh and of
London.
The civil regulations of this kingdom and metro-

polis are taken from very different models from
those of England, except in a few particular esta-
blishments, the necessary consequences of the Union.
Their college of justice is a bench of great dignity,
filled with judges of character and ability. I have
heard some causes tried before this venerable tri-
bunal

; and was very much pleased with the plead-
ings of their advocates, who are by no means defi-
cient either in argument or elocution. The Scot-
tish legislation is founded, in a great measure, on
the civil law

; consequently, their proceedings vary
from those of the English" tribunals

; but, I think,
they have the advantage of us in their method of
examining witnesses apart, and in the constitution
of their jury; by which they certainly avoid the
evil which I mentioned in my last from Lisma-
hago's observation.

The University of Edinburgh is supplied with
excellent professors in all the sciences; and the
medical school, in particular, is famous all over
Europe. The students of this art have the best
opportunity of learning it to perfection, in all its
branches, as there are different courses for the
theory of medicine, and the practice of medicine; for
anatomy, chemistry, botany, and the materia medica,
over and above those of mathematics and experi-
mental philosophy; and all these are given by men
of distinguished talents. What renders this part
of education still more complete, is the advantage
of attending the Infirmary, which is the best insti-
tuted charitable foundation that I ever knew. Now
we are talking of charities here are several hospi-
tals, exceedingly well endowed, and maintained
under admirable regulations ; and these are not
only useful, but ornamental to the city. Among
these, I shall only mention the general "workhouse,
in which all the poor, not otherwise provided for,
are employed, according to their different abilities,
with such judgment and effect, that they nearly
maintain themselves by their labour, and there is
not a beggar to be seen within the precincts of this
metropolis. It was Glasgow that set the example
ot this establishment, about thirty years ago. Even
the kirk of Scotland, so long reproached with fana-
ticism and canting, abounds at present with mini-
sters celebrated for their learning, and respectable
for their moderation. I have heard their sermons
with equal astonishment and pleasure. The good
people of Edinburgh no longer think dirt and cob-
webs essential to the house of God. Some of
their churches have admitted such ornaments as
would have excited sedition even in England, a
little more than a century ago ; and psalmody is
Here practised and taught by a professor from the
cathedral of Durham. I should not be surprised, in
a few years, to hear it accompanied with an organ.

Edinburgh is a hot- bed of genius. I have had
the good fortune to be made acquainted with many
authors of the first distinction ; such as the two
Humes, Robertson, Smith, Wallace, Blair, Fer-
guson, Wilkie, &c. and I have found them all as
agreeable in conversation as they are instructive
and entertaining in their writings. These ac-
quaintances I owe to the friendship of Dr. Carlyle,
who wants nothing but inclination to figure with
the rest upon paper. The magistracy of Edinburgh
is changed every year by election, and seems to be
very well adapted both for state and authority. The
Lord Provost is equal in dignity to the Lord Mayor
of London

; and the four Bailies are equivalent to
the rank of Aldermen. There is a Dean of Guild,
who takes cognizance of mercantile affairs; a
Treasurer, a Town-clerk

; and the Council is com-
posed of Deacons, one of whom is returned every
year in rotation, as representative of every com-
pany of artificers or handicraftsmen. Though this
city, from the nature of its situation, can never be
made either very convenient or very cleanly, it
has nevertheless an air of magnificence that com-
mands respect. The Castle is an instance of the
sublime in site and architecture. Its fortifications
are kept in good order, and there is always in it a
garrison of regular soldiers, which is relieved every
year ; but it is incapable of sustaining a siege car-
ried on according to the modern operations of
war. The Castle-hill, which extends from the
outward gate to the upper end of the high street,
is used as a public walk for the citizens, and com-
mands a prospect, equally extensive and delight-
ful, over the county of Fife, on the other side of
the Frith, and all along the sea-coast, which is
covered with a succession of towns that would
seem to indicate a considerable share of commerce

;

but if the truth must be told, these towns have been
falling to decay ever since the Union, by which
the Scotch were in a great measure deprived of
their trade with France. The palace of Holy-
roodhouse is a jewel in architecture, thrust into a
hollow where it cannot be seen ; a situation which
was certainly not chosen by the ingenious archi-
tect, who must have been confined to the site of
the old palace, which was a convent. Edinburgh
is considerably extended on the south side, where
there are divers little elegant squares built in the
English manner ; and the citizens have planned
some improvements on the north, which, when
put in execution, will add greatly to the beauty
and convenience of this capital.

The sea-port is Leith, a flourishing town, about
a mile from the city, in the harbour of which I
have seen above one hundred ships lying all to-
gether. You must know I had the curiosity to
cross the Frith in a passage-boat, and staid two
days in Fife, which is remarkably fruitful in corn,
and exhibits a surprising number of fine seats,
elegantly built, and magnificently furnished. There
is an incredible number of noble houses in every
part of Scotland, that I have seen— Dalkeith,
Pinkie, Yester, and Lord Hopetoun's, all of them
within four or five miles of Edinburgh, are princely
palaces, in every one of which a soveregn might
reside at his ease. I suppose the Scotch affect
these monuments of grandeur. If I may be allowed
to mingle censure with my remarks upon a people
I revere, I must observe, that their weak side seems
to be vanity. I am afraid that even their hospitality
is not quite free of ostentation. I think I have
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discovered among them uncommon pains taken to

display their fine linen, of which indeed they have
great plenty, their furniture, plate, house-keeping,

and variety of wines, in which article, it must
be owned, they are profuse, if not prodigal. A
burgher of Edinburgh, not content to vie with a

citizen of London who has ten times his fortune,

must excel him in the expense as well as elegance

of his entertainments.

Though the villas of the Scotch nobility and
gentry have generally an air of grandeur and state,

I think their gardens and parks are not comparable
to those of England ; a circumstance the more
remarkable, as I was told by the ingenious Mr.
Philip Miller of Chelsea, that almost all the gar-

deners of South Britain were natives of Scotland.

The verdure of this country is not equal to that of

England. The pleasure grounds are, in my opinion,

not so well laid out according to the genius loci;

nor are the lawns, and walks, and hedges, kept in

such delicate order. The trees are planted in

prudish rows, which have not such an agreeable

natural effect, as when they are thrown into ir-

regular groups, with intervening glades ; and the

firs, which they generally raise around their houses,

look dull and funereal in the summer season. I

must confess, indeed, that they yield serviceable

timber, and good shelter against the northern blasts

;

that they grow and thrive in the most barren soil,

and continually perspire a fine balsam of turpentine,

which must render the air very salutary and sanative

to lungs of a tender texture.

Tabby and I have been both frightened in our
return by sea from the coast of Fife. She was
afraid of drowning, and I of catching cold, in con-

sequence of being drenched with sea-water ; but my
fears, as well as hers, have been happily disap-

pointed. She is now in perfect health ; I wish I

could say the same of Liddy. Something uncommon
is the matter with that poor child ; her colour fades,

her appetite fails, and her spirits flag. She is

become moping and melancholy, and is often found

in tears. Her brother suspects internal uneasiness

on account of Wilson, and denounces vengeance
against that adventurer. She was, it seems, strongly

affected at the ball by the sudden appearance of

one Mr. Gordon, who strongly resembles the said

Wilson ; but I am rather suspicious that she caught

cold by being overheated with dancing. I have
consulted Dr. Gregory, an eminent physician of an
amiable character, who advises the Highland air,

and the use of goat-milk whey, which surely cannot

have a bad effect upon a patient who was born and
bred among the mountains of Wales. The doctor's

opinion is the more agreeable, as we shall find those

remedies in the very place which I proposed as

the utmost extent of our expedition—I mean the

borders of Argyle.

Mr. Smollett, one of the judges of the commissary
court, which is now sitting, has very kindly insisted

upon our lodging at his country house, on the banks
of Loch Lomond, about fourteen miles beyond
Glasgow. For this last city we shall set out in

two days, and take Stirling in our way, well pro-

vided with recommendations from our friends at

Edinburgh, whom, I protest, I shall leave with

much regret. I am so far from thinking it any
hardship to live in this country, that, if I was
obliged to lead a town life, Edinburgh would cer-

tainly be the head-quarters of Yours always,

Edinr. Aug. 8. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, of Jesus Col 0.von

Dear Knight,—I am now little short of the

Ultima T/iulc, if this appellation properly belongs
to the Orkneys or Hebrides. These last are now
lying before me, to the amount of some hundreds,

scattered up and down the Deucaledonian sea, af-

fording the most picturesque and romantic prospect

I ever beheld. I write this letter in a gentleman's

house, near the town of Inverary, which may be
deemed the capital of the West Highlands, famous
for nothing so much as for the stately castle begun
and actually covered in by the late Duke of Argyle,

at a prodigious expense. Whether it will ever be
completely finished is a question.

But, to take things in order. We left Edinburgh
ten days ago—and the farther north we proceed,

we find Mrs. Tabitha the less manageable ; so that

her inclinations are not of the nature of the load-

stone—they point not towards the pole. What made
her leave Edinburgh with reluctance at last, if we
may believe her own assertions, was a dispute which
she left unfinished with Mr. Moffat, touching the

eternity of hell-torments. That gentleman, as he
advanced in years, began to be sceptical on this

head, till at length he declared open war against

the common acceptation of the word eternal. He
is now persuaded that eternal signifies no more than

an indefinite number of years ; and that the most
enormous sinner may be quit for ?iine millions nine

hundred thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine years

of hell-fire ; which term or period, as he very well

observes, forms but an inconsiderable drop, as it

were, in the ocean of eternity. For this mitigation

he contends, as a system agreeable to the ideas of

goodness and mercy which we annex to the Su-

preme Being. Our aunt seemed willing to adopt

this doctrine in favour of the wicked. But he
hinted, that no person whatever was so righteous as

to be exempted entirely from punishment in a

future state ; and that the most pious Christian upon
earth might think himself very happy to get off for

a fast of seven or eight thousand years in the midst

of fire and brimstone. Mrs. Tabitha revolted at

this dogma, which filled her at once with horror

and indignation. She had recourse to the opinion

of Humphrey Clinker, who roundly declared it was
the popish doctrine of purgatory, and quoted

Scripture in defence of the fire everlasting prepared

for the devil and his angels. The Reverend Mr.
Mac Corkendale, and all the theologists and saints

of that persuasion, were consulted, and some of

them had doubts about the matter, which doubts

and scruples had begun to infect our aunt when we
took our departure from Edinburgh.

We passed through Linlithgow, where there was
an elegant royal palace, which is now gone to

decay, as well as the town itself. This too is pretty

much the case with Stirling, though it still boasts

of a fine old castle, in which the kings of Scotland

were wont to reside in their minority. But Glasgow-

is the pride of Scotland, and indeed it might very
well pass for an elegant and flourishing city in any
part of Christendom. There we had the good
fortune to be received into the house of Mr. Moore,
an eminent surgeon, to whom we were recommended
by one of our friends at Edinburgh ; and truly he
could not have done us more essential service. Mr.
Moore is a merry facetious companion, sensible and
shrewd, with a considerable fund of humour ; and
h's wife an agreeable woman, well-bred, kind, and
obliging. Kindness, which I take to be the essence
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of good nature and humanity, is the distinguishing
characteristic of the Scotch ladies in their own
country. Our landlord showed us every thing, and
introduced us to all the world at Glasgow, where,
through his recommendation, we were complimented
with the freedom of the town. Considering the
trade and opulence of this place, it cannot but
abound with gaiety and diversions. Here is a great
number of young fellows that rival the youth of
the capital in spirit and expense ; and I was soon
convinced, that all the female beauties of Scotland
were not assembled at the hunters' ball in Edin-
burgh. The town of Glasgow flourishes in learning,

as well as in commerce. Here is an university,

with professors in all the different branches of
science, liberally endowed, and judiciously chosen.
It was vacation time when I passed, so that I could
not entirely satisfy my curiosity ; but their mode of
education is certainly preferable to ours in some
respects. The students are not left to the private
instruction of tutors, but taught in public schools
or classes, each science by its particular professor
or regent.

My uncle is in raptures with Glasgow. He not
only visited all the manufactures of the place, but
made excursions all round, to Hamilton, Paisley,
Renfrew, and every other place within a dozen
miles, where there was any thing remarkable to

be seen in art or nature. I believe the exercise oc-
casioned by these jaunts was of service to my
sister Liddy, whose appetite and spirits begin to

revive. Mrs. Tabitha displayed her attractions as
usual, and actually believed she had entangled one
Mr. M'Clellan, a rich inkle manufacturer, in her
snares ; but when matters came to an explanation,
it appeared that his attachment was altogether spi-

ritual, founded upon an intercourse of devotion at the
meeting of Mr. John Wesley, who, in the course
of his evangelical mission, had come hither in

person. At length we set out for the banks of
Loch Lomond, passing through the little borough
of Dumbarton, or (as my uncle will have it) Dun-
britton, where there is a castle more curious than
any thing of the kind I had ever seen. It is

honoured with a particular description by the ele-

gant Buchanan, as an arx inexpugnabilis
; and,

indeed, it must have been impregnable by the
ancient manner of besieging. It is a rock of con-
siderable extent, rising with a double top, in an
angle formed by the confluence of two rivers, the
Clyde and the Leven, perpendicular and inacces-
sible on all sides, except in one place where the
entrance is fortified ; and there is no rising ground
in the neighbourhood from whence it could be
damaged by any kind of battery. From Dum-
barton the West Highlands appear in the form of
huge dusky mountains, piled one over another ; but
this prospect is not at all surprising to a native of
Glamorgan. We have fixed our head-quarters at

Cameron, a very neat country-house, belonging to

Commissary Smollett, where we found every sort of
accommodation we could desire. It is situated like
a Druid's temple, in a grove of oak, close by the
side of Loch Lomond, which is a surprising body of
pure transparent water, unfathomably deep in many
places, six or seven miles broad, four-and- twenty
miles in length, displaying above twenty green
islands, covered with wood, some ofthem cultivated
for corn, and many of them stocked with red deer.
They belong to different gentlemen, whose seats
are scattered along the banks of the lake, which

are agreeably romantic beyond all conception. My
uncle and I have left the women at Cameron, as

Mrs. Tabitha would by no means trust herself

again upon the water, and, to come hither, it was
necessary to cross a small inlet of the sea in an
open ferry-boat. This country appears more and
more wild and savage the farther we advance ; and
the people are as different from the Lowland Scotch,
in their looks, garb, and language, as the moun-
taineers of Brecknock are from the inhabitants of
Herefordshire.

When the Lowlanders want to drink a cheer-

upping cup, they go to the public-house, called the

Change-house, and call for a chopin of twopenny,
which is a thin yeasty beverage, made of malt, not

quite so strong as the table-beer of England. This
is brought in a pewter stoup, shaped like a skittle

;

from whence it is emptied into a quaff, that is, a
curious cup made of different pieces of wood, such
as box and ebony, cut into little staves, joined alter-

nately, and secured with delicate hoops, having two
ears or handles. It holds about a gill, is sometimes
tipt round the mouth with silver, and has a plate

of the same metal at the bottom, with the landlord's

cypher engraved. The Highlanders, on the con-

trary, despise this liquor, and regale themselves
with whisky, a malt spirit, as strong as geneva,

which they swallow in great quantities, without any
signs of inebriation : they are used to it from the

cradle, and find it an excellent preservative against

the winter cold, which must be extreme on these

mountains—I am told that it is given with great

success to infants, as a cordial, in the confluent

small-pox, when the eruption seems to flag, and the

symptoms grow unfavourable. The Highlanders
are used to eat much more animal food than falls

to the share of their neighbours in the Low Country.
They delight in hunting— have plenty of deer and
other game, with a great number of sheep, goats,

and black cattle, running wild, which they scruple

not to kill as venison, without being at much pains

to ascertain the property.

Inverary is but a poor town, though it stands

immediately under the protection of the Duke of
Argyle, who is a mighty prince in this part of

Scotland. The peasants live in wretched cabins,

and seem very poor ; but the gentlemen are tole-

rably well lodged, and so loving to strangers, that a

man runs some risk of his life from their hospitality.

It must be observed, that the poor Highlanders are

now seen to disadvantage. They have been not

only disarmed by act of parliament, but also de-

prived of their ancient garb, which was both grace-

ful and convenient ; and, what is a greater hard-
ship still, they are compelled to wear breeches—

a

restraint which they cannot bear with any degree
of patience ; indeed, the majority wear them, not

in the proper place, but on poles or long staves over

their shoulders
;
they are even debarred the use of

their striped stuff, called Tartan, which was their

own manufacture, prized by them above all the

velvets, brocades, and tissues of Europe and Asia.

They now lounge along in loose great coats, of

coarse russet, equally mean and cumbersome, and
betray manifest marks of dejection. Certain it is,

the government could not have taken a more
effectual method to break their national spirit.

We have had princely sport in hunting the stag

on these mc-antains. These are the lonely hills of

Morven, where Fingal and his heroes enjoyed the

same pastime. I feel an enthusiastic pleasure when
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I survey the brown heath that Ossian was wont to

tread ; and hear the wind whistle through the

bending grass. AVhen I enter our landlord's hall,

1 look for the suspended harp of that divine bard,

and listen in hopes of hearing the aerial sound of

his respected spirit. The poems of Ossian are in

every mouth. A famous antiquarian of this country,

the Laird of M'Farlane, at whose house we dined a

few days ago, can repeat them all in the original

Gaelic, which has a great affinity to the Welsh, not

only in the general sound, but also in a great

number of radical words ; and I make no doubt but

that they are both sprung from the same origin. I

was not a little surprised, when asking a High-
lander one day, if he knew where we should find

any game ? he replied, " Hit niel Sassenagh" which
signifies, NoEnylish; the very same answer I should
have received from a Welshman, and almost in the

same words. The Highlanders Lave no other name
for the people of the Low Country but Sassenagh,
or Saxons ; a strong presumption that the Lowland
Scotch and the English are derived from the same
stock. The peasants of these hills strongly re-

semble those of Wales in their looks, their manners,
and habitations ; every thing I see, and hear, and
feel, seems Welsh—the mountains, vales, and
streams ; the air and climate ; the beef, mutton,

and game are all Welsh. It must be owned, how-
ever, that this people are better provided than we
are in some articles—they have plenty of red deer

and roebuck, which are fat and delicious at this

season of the year. Their sea teems with amazing
quantities of the finest fish in the world ; and they

find means to procure very good claret at a very
small expense.

Our landlord is a man of consequence in this

part of the country ; a cadet from the family of

Argyle, and hereditary captain of one of his castles

—his name, in plain English, is Dougal Campbell

;

but as there is a great number of the same appella-

tion, they are distinguished (like the Welsh) by
patronymics ; and as I have known an ancient

Briton called Madoc ap-Morgan, ap-Jenkin, ap-

Jones, our Highland chief designs himself Dou'l

Mac-amish, mac-'oul ich-ian, signifying Dougal,

the son of James, the son of Dougal, the son of

John. He has travelled in the course of his edu-

cation, and is disposed to make certain alterations

in his domestic economy ; but he finds it impossible

to abolish the ancient customs of the family ; some
of which are ludicrous enough. His piper, for ex-

ample, who is an hereditary officer of the household,

will not part with the least particle of his privileges.

He has a right to wear the kilt, or ancient Highland

dress, with the purse, pistol, and dirk—a broad yellow

ribbon, fixed to the chanter-pipe, is thrown over

his shoulder, and trails along the ground, while he

performs the functions of his minstrelsy ; and this,

I suppose, is analogous to the pennon or flag, which

was formerly carried before every knight in battle.

He plays before the laird every Sunday in his way
to the kirk, which he circles three times, perform-

ing the family march, which implies defiance to all

the enemies of the clan; and every morning he

plays a full hour by the clock, in the great hall,

marching backwards and forwards all the time,

with a solemn pace, attended by the laird's kinsmen,

who seem much delighted with the music. In this

exercise, he indulges them with a number of

pibrochs or airs, suited to the different passions

which he would either excite or assuage.
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Mr. Campbell himself, who performs very well

on the violin, has an invincible antipathy to the

sound of the Highland bag-pipe, which sings in the

nose with a most alarming twang, and, indeed, is

quite intolerable to ears of common sensibility, when
aggravated by the echo of a vaulted hall. He,
therefore, begged the piper would have some mercy
upon him, and dispense with this part of the morn-
ing service. A consultation of the clan being held

on this occasion, it was unanimously agreed, that

the laird's request could not be granted, without

a dangerous encroachment upon the customs of the

family. The piper declared he could not give up

for a moment the privilege he derived from his

ancestors ; nor would the laird's relations forego an

entertainment which they valued above all others.

There was no remedy ; Mr. Campbell being obliged

to acquiesce, is fain to stop his ears with cotton, to

fortify his head with three or four nightcaps, and

every morning retire into the penetralia of his

habitation, in order to avoid this diurnal annoyance.

When the music ceases, he produces himselfat an open

window that looks into the court-yard, which is by
this time filled with a crowd of his vassals and depen-

dents, who worship his first appearance, by uncover-

ing their heads, and bowingto the earth with the most

humble prostration. As all these people have some-

thing to communicate in the way of proposal, com-
plaint, or petition, they wait patiently till the laird

comes forth, and, following him in his walks, are

favoured each with a short audience in his turn.

Two days ago, he despatched above an hundred

different solicitors, in walking with us to the house

of a neighbouring gentleman, where we dined by
invitation. Our landlord's house-keeping is equally

rough and hospitable, and savours much of the sim-

plicity of ancient times. The great hall, paved with

flat stones, is about forty-five feet by twenty-two,

and serves not only for a dining-room, but also

for a bed-chamber to gentlemen-dependents and
hangers-on of the family. At night half a dozen

occasional beds are ranged on each side along the

wall. These are made of fresh heath, pulled up by
the roots, and disposed in such a manner as to make
a very agreeable couch, where they lie, without any

other covering than the plaid. My uncle and I

were indulged with separate chambers and down-
beds, which we begged to exchange for a layer of

heath ; and, indeed, I never slept so much to my
satisfaction. It was not only soft and elastic, but

the plant, being in flower, diffused an agreeable

fragrance, which is wonderfully refreshing and
restorative.

Yesterday we were invited to the funeral of an

old lady, the grandmother cf a gentleman in this

neighbourhood, and found ourselves in the midst of

fifty people, who were regaled with a sumptuous

feast, accompanied with the music of a dozen pipers.

In short, this meeting had all the air of a grand

festival ; and the guests did such honour to the en-

tertainment, that many of them could not stand

when they were reminded of the business on which

we had met. The company forthwith taking

horse, rode in a very irregular cavalcade to the place

of interment, a church, at the distance of two long

miles from the castle. On our arrival, however, we
found we had committed a small oversight in leav-

ing the corpse behind; so that we were obliged to

wheel about and met the old gentlewoman half-

way, carried upon poles by the nearest relations of

her family, and attended by the coronach, composed
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of a multitude of old hags, who tore their hair, beat
their breasts, and howled most hideously. At the
grave the orator or senachie, pronounced" the pane-
gyric of the defunct, every period being confirmed
by a yell of the coronach. The body was committed
to the earth, the pipers playing a pibroch all the
time, and all the company standing uncovered.
The ceremony was closed "with the discharge of
pistols ; then we returned to the castle, resumed the
bottle, and by midnight there was not a sober person
in the family, the females excepted. The squire
and I were, with some difficulty, permitted to retire
with the landlord in the evening ; but our enter-
tainer was a little chagrined at our retreat ; and
afterwards seemed to think it a disparagement to
his family, that not above an hundred gallons of
whisky had been drank upon such a solemn occasion.
This morning we got up by four, to hunt the roe-
buck, and, in half an hour, found breakfast ready
served in the hall. The hunters consisted of Sir
George Colquhoun and me, as strangers, (my uncle
not choosing to be of the party,) of the laird in
person, the laird's brother, the laird's brother's son,
the laird's sister's son, the laird's father's brother's son,
and all their foster brothers, who are counted parcel
of the family. But we were attended bv an infinite
number of GaeUys, or ragged Highlanders, without
shoes or stockings.

The following articles formed our morning's re-
past :—One kit of boiled eggs ; a second, full of
butter

; a third, full of cream ; an entire cheese,
made of goat's milk ; a large earthern pot, full of
honey

; the best part of a ham ; a cold venison
pasty

; a bushel of oatmeal, made in thin cakes and
bannocks, with a small wheaten loaf in the middle
for the strangers ; a large stone bottle full of whisky,
another of brandy, and a kilderkin of ale. There
was a ladle chained to the cream-kit, with curious
wooden bickers, to be filled from this reservoir.
The spirits were drank out of a silver quaff, and the
ale out of horns : great justice was done to the col-
lation by the guests in general ; one of them, in
particular, ate above two dozen of hard eggs, with
a proportionable quantity of bread, butter, and
honey; nor was one drop of liquor left upon the
board. Finally, a large roll of tobacco was pre-
sented by way of desert, and every individual took
a comfortable quid, to prevent the bad effects of the
morning air. We had a fine chase over the moun-
tains, after a roebuck, which we killed, and I got
home time enough to drink tea with Mrs. Campbell
and our squire. To-morrow we shall set out on
our return for Cameron. We propose to cross the
Frith of Clyde, and take the towns of Greenock and
Port Glasgow in our way. This circuit being
finished, we shall turn our" faces to the south, and
follow the sun with augmented velocity, in order to
enjoy the rest of the autumn in England, where
Boreas is not quite so biting, as he begins already
to be on the tops of these northern hills. But our
progress from place to place shall continue to be
specified in these detached journals of yours always,

ArgylesMre, Sept. 3. ;. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Dick,—About a fortnight is now elapsed
since we left the capital of Scotland, directing our
course towards Stirling, where we lay. The castle
of this place is such another as that of Edinburgh,
and affords a surprising prospect of the windings of

the river Forth, which are so extraordinary, that
• the distance from hence to Alloa, by land, is but

four miles, and by water it is twenty-four. Alloa
is a neat thriving town, that depends, in a great
measure, on the commerce of Glasgow, the mer-
chants of which send hither tobacco, and other
articles, to be deposited in warehouses for exporta-
tion from the Frith of Forth. In our way hither
we visited a flourishing iron-work, where, instead
of burning wood, they use coal, which they have
the art of clearing in such a manner as frees it from
the sulphur, that would otherwise render the metal
too brittle for working. Excellent coal is found in
almost every part of Scotland.
The soil of this district produces scarce any

other grain but oats and barley
; perhaps, because

it is poorly cultivated, and almost altogether un-
enclosed. The few enclosures they have consist of
paltry walls of loose stones gathered from the
fields, which indeed they cover, as if they had been
scattered on purpose. When I expressed my
surprise that the peasants did not disencumber
their grounds of the>e stones, a gentleman, well
acquainted with the theory as well as practice of
farming, assured me that the stones, far from being
prejudicial, were serviceable to the crop. This
philosopher had ordered a field of his own to be
cleared, manured, and sown w ith barley, and the
produce was more scanty than before. He caused
the stones to be replaced, and next year the
crop was as good as ever. The stones were re-
moved a second time, and the harvest failed ; they
were again brought back, and the ground retrieved
its fertility. The same experiment has been tried
in different parts of Scotland with the same suc-
cess. Astonished at this information, I desired to
know in what manner he accounted for this strange
phenomenon

j and he said, there were three ways
in which the stones might be serviceable. They
might possibly restrain an excess in the perspira-
tion of the earth, analogous to colliquative sweats,
by which the human body is sometimes wasted and
consumed. They might act as so many fences to
protect the tender blade from the piercing winds of
the spring; or, by multiplying the reflection of the
sun, they might increase the warmth, so as to
mitigate the natural chillness of the soil and cli-

mate. But surely this excessive perspiration might
be more effectually checked by different kinds of
manure, such as ashes, lime, chalk, or marl, of
which last it seems there are many pits in this

kingdom. As for the warmth, it would be much
more equally obtained by enclosures ; one half of
the ground which is now covered would be re-
trieved ; the cultivation would require less labour

;

and the ploughs, harrows, and horses, would not
suffer half the damage which they now sustain.

These north-western parts are by no means
fertile in corn. The ground is naturally barren
and moorish. The peasants are poorly lodged,
meagre in their looks, mean in their apparel, and
remarkably dirty. This last reproach they might
easily wash off, by means of those lakes, rivers,
and rivulets of pure water, with which they
are so liberally supplied by nature. Agricul-
ture cannot be expected to flourish where the
farms are small, the leases short, and the husband-
man begins upon a rack-rent, without a sufficient

stock to answer the purposes of improvement.
The granaries of Scotland are the banks of the
Tweed, the counties of East and Mid Lothian, the
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Carse of Gowrie, in Perthshire, equal in fertility to

any part of England, and some tracks in Aber-
deenshire and Moray, where I am told the harvest

is more early than in Northumberland, although
they lie above two degrees farther north. I have
a strong curiosity to visit many places beyond the

Forth and the Tay, such as Perth, Dundee, Mon-
trose, and Aberdeen, which are towns equally

elegant and thriving ; but the season is too far

advanced to admit of this addition to my original

plan.

I am so far happy as to have seen Glasgow,
which, to the best of my recollection and judg-

ment, is one of the prettiest towns in Europe ; and,

without all doubt, it is one of the most flourishing

in Great Britain. In short, it is a perfect bee-hive
in point of industry. It stands partly on a gentle

declivity ; but the greatest part of it is in a plain,

watered by the river Clyde. The streets are

straight, open, airy, and well paved ; and the

houses lofty and well built of hewn stone. At the

upper end of the town, there is a venerable cathe-

dral, that may be compared with York Minster or
Westminster ; and about the middle of the descent
from this to the cross is the College, a respectable

pile of building, with all manner of accommodation
for the professors and students, including an ele-

gant library, and an observatory well provided
with astronomical instruments. The number of
inhabitants is said to amount to thirty thousand

;

and marks of opulence and independency appear
in every quarter of this commercial city, which,
however, is not without its inconveniences and
defects. The water of their public pumps is gene-
rally hard and brackish, an imperfection the less

excusable, as the river Clyde runs by their doors,

in the lower part of the town ; and there are

rivulets and springs above the cathedral, sufficient

to fill a large reservoir with excellent water, which
might be thence distributed to all the different

parts of the city. It is of more consequence to

consult the health of the inhabitants in this article

than to employ so much attention in beautifying

their town with new streets, squares, and churches.

Another defect, not so easily remedied, is the

shallowness of the river, which will not float

vessels of any burden within ten or twelve miles

of the city ; so that the merchants are obliged to

load and unload their ships at Greenock and Port
Glasgow, situated about fourteen miles nearer the

mouth of the Frith, where it is about two miles

broad.

The people of Glasgow have a noble spirit of

enterprise. Mr. Moore, a surgeon, to whom I was
recommended from Edinburgh, introduced me to

all the principal merchants of the place. Here I

became acquainted with Mr. Cochran, who may be

styled one of the sages of this kingdom. He was
first magistrate at the time of the last rebellion. I

sat as member when he was examined in the

House of Commons ;
upon which occasion Mr.

P observed he had never heard such a sen-

sible evidence given at that bar. I was also

introduced to Dr. John Gordon, a patriot of a
truly Roman spirit, who is the father of the

linen manufacture in this place, and was the great

promoter of the city workhouse, infirmary, and
other works of public utility. Had he lived in

ancient Rome, he would have been honoured with

a statue at the public expense. I moreover con-

versed with one Mr. G—ss—d, whom I take to be

one of the greatest merchants in Europe. In the
last war, he is said to have had at one time five-

and-twenty ships, with their cargoes, his own pro-
perty, and to have traded lor above half a million

sterling a year. The last war was a fortunate
period for the commerce of Glasgow. The mer-
chants, considering that their ships bound for

America, launching out at once into the Atlantic
by the north of Ireland, pursued a track very little

frequented by privateers, resolved to ensure one
another, and saved a very considerable sum by
this resolution, as few or none of their ships were
taken. You must know I have a sort of national

attachment to this part of Scotland. The great
church dedicated to St. Mongah, the river Clyde,
and, among other particulars, that smack of our
Welsh language and customs, contribute to flatter

me with the notion, that these people are the
descendants of the Britons, who once possessed
this country. Without all question, this was a
Cumbrian kingdom. Its capital was Dumbarton
(a corruption of Dunbritton), which still exists as a
royal borough, at the influx of the Clyde and
Leven, ten miles below Glasgow. The same
ueighbourhood gave birth to St. Patrick, the apo-
stle of Ireland, at a place where there is still a
church and village, which retain his name. Hard
by are some vestiges of the famous Koman wall,

built in the reign of Antonine, from the Clyde to

the Forth, and fortified with castles to restrain the
incursions of the Scotch or Caledonians, who in-

habited the West Highlands. In a line parallel to

this wall, the merchants of Glasgow have deter-

mined to make a navigable canal betwixt the two
Friths, which will be of incredible advantage to

their commerce, in transporting merchandise from
one side of the island to the other.

From Glasgow we travelled along the Clyde,
which is a delightful stream, adorned on both
sides with villas, towns, and villages. Here is no
want of groves and meadows, and corn fields inter-

spersed ; but on this side of Glasgow, there is little

other grain than oats and barley ; the first are much
better, the last much worse, than those of the

same species in England. I wonder there is so
little rye, which is a grain that will thrive in almost
any soil ; and it is still more surprising, that the

cultivation of potatoes should be so much neglected

in the Highlands, where the poor people have not

meal enough to supply them with bread through
the winter. On the other side of the river are the

towns of Paisley and Renfrew. The first, from an
inconsiderable village, is become one of the most
flourishing places of the kingdom, enriched by the

linen, cambric, flowered lawn, and silk manufac-
tures. It was formerly noted for a rich monastery
of the monks of Cluguy, who wrote the famous
Scoii-Chronicon, called The Black Book of Paisley.

The old abbey still remains, converted into a
dwelling-house, belonging to the Earl of Dundonald.
Renfrew is a pretty town, on the banks of Clyde,

capital of the shire, which was heretofore the pa-
trimony of the Stuart family, and gave the title of
baron to the king's eldest son, which is still assumed
by the Prince of Wales.
The Clyde we left a little on our left hand at

Dunbritton, where it widens into an estuary or frith,

being augmented by the influx of the Leven. On
this spot stands the castle formerly called Alcluyd,
washed by these two rivers on all sides, except a
narrow isthmus, which at every spring tide is over-
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flowed. The -whole is a great curiosity, from the

quality and form of the rock, as well as from the

nature of its situation. AVe now crossed the water

of Leven, which, though nothing near so con-

siderable as the Clyde, is much more transparent,

pastoral, and delightful. This charming stream is

the outlet of Loch Lomond, and through a track of

four miles pursues its winding course, murmuring
over a bed of pebbles, till it ' joins the frith at

Dunbritton. A very little above its source, on the

lake, stands the house of Cameron, belonging to

Mr. Smollett, so embosomed in an oak wood, that

we did not see it till we were within fifty yards of

the door. I have seen the Lago di Gardi, Albano,

De Vico, Bolsena, and Geneva, and, upon my
honour, I prefer Loch Lomond to them all ; a pre-

ference which is certainly owing to the verdant

islands that seem to float upon its surface, affording

the most enchanting objects of repose to the ex-

cursive view. 2\or are the banks destitute of

beauties, which even partake of the sublime. On
this side they display a sweet variety of woodland,
corn-field, and pasture, with several agreeable villas

emerging as it were out of the lake, till, at some
distance, the prospect terminates in huge mountains,

covered with heath, which being in the bloom,

affords a very rich covering of purple. Every
thing here is romantic beyond imagination. This
country is justly styled the Arcadia of Scotland

;

and I don't doubt but it may vie with Arcadia in

every thing but climate. I am sure it excels it

in verdure, wood, and water. What say you to a

natural bason of pure water, near thirty miles long,

and in some places seven miles broad, and in many
above an hundred fathoms deep, having four-and-

twenty habitable islands, some of them stocked
with deer, and all o:' them covered with wood

;

containing immense quantities of delicious fish,

salmon, p'ke, trout, perch, flounders, eels, and
powans, the last a delicate kind of fresh-water

herring peculiar to this lake ; and, finally, com-
municating with the sea, by sending off the Leven,
through which all those species (except the powan),
make their exit and entrance occasionally!

Enclosed I send you the copy of a little ode to this

river, by Dr. Smollett, who was born on the banks
of it, within two miles of the place where I am now
writing. It is at least picturesque and accurately

descriptive, if it has no other merit. There is an
idea of truth, in an agreeable landscape taken from
nature, which pleases me more than the gayest
fiction which the most luxuriant fancy can display.

I have other remarks to make ; but as my paper
is full, I must reserve them till the next occasion. I

shall only observe at present, that I am determined
to penetrate at least forty miles into the High-
lands, which now appear like a vast fantastic vision

in the clouds, inviting the approach of, yours always,

Cameron, Aug. 28. MATT. BRAMBLE.

ODE TO LEVEN WATER.
Os Leven's banks, while free to rove,
And tune the rural pipe to love,

I envied not the happiest swain
That ever trode th' Arcadian plain.

Pure stream ! in whose transparent wave
My youthful limbs I wont to lave;
No torrents stain thy limpid source;
No tucks impede thy dimpling course,
That sweetly warbles o'er its bed.
With while, round, poli>h'd pebbles spread ;

While, lightly p .is'd, the scaly brood
In myriads cleave thy crystal flood

;

The springing trout in speckled pride

;

The salmon monarch of the tide
;

The ruthless pike, intent on war;
The silver eel, and mottled par.*

Devolving from thy parent lake,
A charming maze thy waters make,
By bow'rs of birch, aad groves of pine,
And hedges flower'd with eglantine.
Still on thy bank, so gayly green,
May num'rous herds and flocks be seen,
And lasses chanting o'er the pail,

And shepherds piping in the dale,

And ancient faith that knows no guile,

And industry embrown'd with toil,

And hearts resolv'd, and hands prepar'd,

The blessings they enjoy to guard.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Doctor,—If I was disposed to be critical,

I should say this house of Cameron is too near the
lake, which approaches on one side to within six or
seven yards of the window. It might have been
placed in a higher site, which would have afforded

a more extensive prospect and a drier atmosphere

;

but this imperfection is notchargeable on the present
proprietor, who purchased it ready built, rather
than be at the trouble of repairing his own family
house at Bonhill, which stands two miles from
hence on the Leven, so surrounded with planta-

tion, that it used to be known by the name of the
Mavis (or thrush) Nest, Above that house is a
romantic glen or cleft of a mountain, covered with
hanging woods, having at bottom a stream of fine

water that forms a number of cascades in its

descent to join the Leven ; so that the scene is

quite enchanting. A captain of a man of war, who
had made the circuit of the globe with Mr. Anson,
being conducted to this glen, exclaimed, " Juar^

Fernandez, by G—d !"

Indeed, this country would be a perfect paradise,

if it was not, like Wales, cursed with a weeping
climate, owing to the same causes in both, the

neighbourhood of high mountains, and a westerly

situation, exposed to the vapours of the Atlantic
ocean. This air, however, notwithstanding its

humidity, is so healthy, that the natives are scarce
ever visited by any other disease than the small-

pox, and certain cutaneous evils, which are the

effects of dirty living, the great and general re-

proach of the commonalty of this kingdom. Here
are a great many living monuments of longevity,

and, among the rest, a person whom I treat with
singular respect, as a venerable druid, who has
lived near ninety years, without pain or sickness,

among oaks of his own planting. He was once
proprietor of these lands ; but, being of a projecting

spirit, some of his schemes miscarried, and he was
obliged to part with his possession, which hath
shifted hands two or three times since that period ;

but every succeeding proprietor hath done every
thing in his power to make his old age easy and
comfortable. He has a sufficiency to procure the

necessaries of life ; and he and his old woman
reside in a small convenient farm-house, having a
little garden which he cultivates with his own
hands. This ancient couple live in great health,

peace, and harmony, and, knowing no wants, enjoy

the perfection of content Mr. Smollett calls him
the admiral, because he insists upon steering his

pleasure boat upon the lake ; and he spends most
of his time in ranging through the woods, which he
declares he enjoys as much as if they were still his

The par is a small fish, not unlike the smelt, which it

rivals in delicacy and flavour.
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own property. I asked him the other day, if he

was never sick? and he answered, Yes; he had a

slight fever the year before the Union. Ifhe was not

deaf, I should take much pleasure in his conversation

;

for he is very intelligent, and his memory is sur-

prisingly retentive. These are the happy effects of

temperance, exercise, and good-nature. Notwith-

standing all his innocence, however, he was the

cause of great perturbation to my man Clinker,

whose natural superstition has been much injured

by the histories of witches, fairies, ghosts, and
goblins, which he has heard in this country. On
the evening after our arrival, Humphry strolled

into the wood in the course of his meditation, and
all at once the admiral stood before him, under
the shadow of a spreading oak. Though the

fellow is far from being timorous in cases that are

not supposed preternatural, he could not stand the

sight of this apparition, but ran into the kitchen,

with his hair standing on end, staring wildly, and
deprived of utterance. Mrs. Jenkins, seeing him
in this condition, screamed aloud, " Lord have
mercy upon us, he has seen something !" Mrs.

Tabitha was alarmed, and the whole house in

confusion. When he was recruited with a dram, I

desired him to explain the meaning of all this

agitation ; and, with some reluctance, he owned he

had seen a spirit, in the shape of an old man with

a white beard, a black cap, and a plaid night-gown.

He was undeceived by the admiral in person, who
coming in at this juncture, appeared to be a creature

of real flesh and blood.

Do you know how we fare in this Scottish para-

dise ? We make free with our landlord's mutton,

which is excellent, his poultry-yard, his garden, his

dairy, and his cellar, which are all well Etored. We
have delicious salmon, pike, trout, perch, par, &c.

at the door, for the taking. The Frith of Clyde, on

the other side of the hill, supplies us with mullet,

red aud grey, cod, mackerel, whiting and a variety

of sea fish, including the finest herrings I ever

tasted. We have sweet juicy beef, and tolerable

veal, with delicate bread, from the little town of

Dunbritton ; and plenty of partridge, grouse, heath-

cock, and other game in presents.

We have been visited by all the gentlemen in the

neighbourhood, and they have entertained us at

their houses, not barely with hospitality, but with

such marks of cordial affection, as one would wish

to find among near relations, after an absence of

many years.

I told you, in my last, I had projected an excur-

sion to the Highlands, which project I have now
happily executed under the auspices of Sir George
Colquhoun, a colonel in the Dutch service, who
offered himself as our conductor on this occasion.

Leaving our women at Cameron, to the care and

inspection of Lady H— C , we set out on

horseback for Inverary, the county town of Ax-

gyle, and dined on the road with the Laird of Mac-
farlane, the greatest genealogist I ever knew in

any country, and perfectly acquainted with all the

antiquities of Scotland,

The Duke of Argyle has an old castle at Invera-

ry, where he resides when he is in Scotland ; and

hard by is the shell of a noble Gothic palace, built

by the last duke, which, when finished, will he a

great ornament to this part of the Highlands. As
for Inverary, it is a place ofvery little importance.

This country is amazingly wild, espeeially

towards the mountains, which are heaped upon
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the backs of one another, making a most stu-

pendous appearance of savage nature, with hardly
any signs of cultivation, or even of population.

All is sublimity, silence, and solitude. The people

live together in glens or bottoms, where they are

sheltered from the cold and storms of winter. But
there is a margin of plain ground spread along the

sea-side, which is well inhabited aud improved by
the arts of husbandry ; and this I take to be one
of the most agreeable tracts of the whole island ;

the sea not only keeps it warm, and supplies it with

fish, but affords one of the most ravishing pro-

spects in the whole world ; I mean the appearance

of the Hebrides, or Western Islands, to the number
of three hundred, scattered as far as the eye can
reach, in the most agreeable confusion. As the

soil and climate of the Highlands are but ill

adapted to the cultivation of corn, the people

apply themselves chiefly to the breeding and
feeding of black cattle, which turn to good ac-

count. Those animals run wild all the winter,

without any shelter or subsistence, but what they

can find among the heath. When the snow lies

so deep and hard, that they cannot penetrate to

the roots of the grass, they make a diurnal pro-

gress, guided by a sure instinct, to the sea-side at

low water, where they feed on the alga marina,

and other plants that grow on the beach,

Perhaps this branch of husbandry, which re-

quires very little attendance and labour, is one of

the principal causes of that idleness and want of

industry which distinguishes these mountaineers

in their own country. When they come forth

into the world, they become as diligent and alert

as any people upon earth. They are undoubt-

edly a very distinct species from their fellow-sub-

jects of the Lowlands, against whom they indulge

au ancient spirit of animosity ; and this difference

is very discernible even among persons of family

and education. The Lowlanders are generally cool

and circumspect, the Highlanders fiery and fero-

cious ; but this violence of their passions serves

only to inflame the zeal of their devotion to

strangers, which is truly enthusiastic.

We proceeded about twenty miles beyond Inve-

rary, to the house of a gentleman, a friend of our

conductor, where we staid a few days, and were

feasted in such a manner, that I began to dread the

consequence to my constitution.

Notwithstanding the solitude that prevails among
these mountains, there is no want of people in the

Highlands. I am credibly informed, that the Duke
of Argyle can assemble five thousand men in arms,

of his own clan and surname, which is Campbell

;

and there is besides a tribe of the same appellation,

whose chief is the Earl of Breadalbane. The
M'Donalds are as numerous, and remarkably war-

like. The Camerons, M'Leods, Frasers, Grants,

M'Kenzies, M'Kays, M'Phersons, M'Intoshes, are

powerful clans; so that, if all the Highlanders,

including the inhabitants of the Isles, were united,

they could bring into the field an army of forty

thousand fighting men, capable of undertaking the

most dangerous enterprise. We have lived to see

four thousand of them, without discipline, throw

the whole kingdom of Great Britain into confusion.

They attacked and defeated two armies of regular

troops accustomed to service. They penetrated

into the centre of England ; and afterwards

marched back with deliberation, in the face if

two other armies, through an enemy's country,
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where every precaution -was taken to cut off their

retreat. I know not any other people in Europe,
who, without the use or knowledge of arms, will

attack regular forces sword in hand, if their chief
will head them in battle. When disciplined, they
cannot fail of being excellent soldiers. They do
not walk like the generality of mankind, but trot

and bounce like deer, as if they moved upon springs.

They greatly excel the Lowlanders in all the exer-
cises that require agility

;
they are incredibly ab-

stemious, and patient of hunger and fatigue ; so
steelc-d against the weather, that, in travelling, even
when the ground is covered with snow, they never
look for a house, or any other shelter but their

plaid, in which they wrap themselves up, and go
to sleep under the cope of heaven. Such people,
in quality of soldiers, must be invincible, when the
business is to perform quick marches in a difficult

country, to strike sudden strokes, beat up the ene-
my's quarters, harass their cavalry, and perform
expeditions without the formality of magazines,
baggage, forage, and artillery. The chieftainship

of the Highlanders is a very dangerous influence,

operating at the extremity of the island, where the
eyes and hands of government cannot be supposed
to see and act with precision and vigour. In order
to break the force of clanship, administration has
always practised the political maxim. Divide et im-
perii. The legislature hath not only disarmed these

mountaineers, but also deprived them of their an-
cient garb, which contributed in a great measure
to keep up their military spirit ; and their slavish

tenures are all dissolved by act of parliament ; so
that they are at present as free and independent of
their chiefs as the law can make them : but the
original attachment still remains, and is founded on
something prior to the feudal system, about which
the writers of this age have made such a pother, as

if it was a new discovery, like the Copernican system.

Every peculiarity of policy, custom, and even tem-
perament, is affectedly traced to this origin, as if

the feudal constitution had not been common to

almost all the natives of Europe. For my part, I ex-
pect to see the use of trunk-hose and buttered ale

ascribed to the influence of the feudal system. The
connexion between the clans and their chiefs is

without all doubt patriarchal. It is founded on
hereditary regard and affection, cherished through
a long succession of ages. The clan consider the
chief as their father, they bear his name, they be-
lieve themselves descended from his family, and
they obey him as their lord, with all the ardour of
filial love and veneration ; while he, on his part,

exerts a paternal authority, commanding, chastis-
ing, rewarding, protecting, and maintaining them
as his own children. If the legislature would en-
tirely destroy this connexion, it must compel the
Highlanders to change their habitation and their

names. Even this experiment has been formerly
tried without success. In the reign of James VI.
a battle was fought within a few short miles of this

place, between two clans, the M'Gregors and the
Colquhouns, in which the latter were defeated.
The Laird of M'Gregor made such a barbarous use
of his victory, that he was forfeited and outlawed
bv act of parliament. His lands were given to the
Jamily of Montrose, and his clan were obliged to
change their name. They obeyed so far, as to call
themselves severally Campbell, Graham, or Drum-
mond, the surnames of the families of Argyle, Mon-
trose, and Perth, that they might enjoy the pro-

tection of those houses; but they still added
M'Gregor to their new appellation ; and as their
chief was deprived of his estate, they robbed and
plundered for his subsistence. Mr. Cameron of
Lochiel, the chief of that clan, whose father was
attainted for having been concerned in the last

rebellion, returning from France, in obedience to
a proclamation and act of parliament passed at the
beginning of the late war, paid a visit to his own
country, and hired a farm in the neighbourhood
of his father's house, which had been burnt to the
ground. The clan, though ruined and scattered,
no sooner heard of his arrival, than they flocked
to him from all quarters, to welcome his return,
and in a few days stocked his farm with seven
hundred black cattle, which they had saved in the
general wreck of their affairs. But their beloved
chief, who was a promising youth, did not live to
enjoy the fruits of their fidelity and attachment.
The most effectual method I know to weaken,

and at length destroy this influence, is to employ
the commonalty in such a manner as to give them
a taste of property and independence. In vain the
government grants them advantageous leases on
the forfeited estates if they have no property to

prosecute the means of improvement. The sea is

an inexhaustible fund of riches, but the fishery
cannot be carried on without vessels, casks, salt,

lines, nets, and other tackle. I conversed with a
sensible man of this country, who, from a real

spirit of patriotism, had set up a fishery on the
coast, and a manufactory of coarse linen, for the
employment of the poor Highlanders. Cod is here
in such plenty that he told me he had seen seven
hundred taken on one line at one haul. It must be
observed, however, that the line was of immense
length, and had two thousand hooks, baited with
mussels ; hut the fish was so superior to the cod
caught on the banks of Newfoundland, that his corre-
spondent at Lisbon sold them immediately at his own
price, although Lent was just over when they arrived,

and the people might be supposed quite cloyed with
this kind of diet. His linen manufacture was like-

wise in a prosperous way, when the late war inter-

vening, all his best hands were pressed into the
service.

It cannot be expected that the gentlemen of this

country should execute commercial schemes to

render their vassals independent, nor indeed are

such schemes suited to their way of life and incli-

nation, but a company of merchants might, with
proper management, turn to good account a fishery

established in this part of Scotland. Our people
have a strange itch to colonize America, when the

uncultivated parts of our own island might be
settled to greater advantage.

After having rambled through the mountains and
glens of Argyle, we visited the adjacent islands of

Isla, Jura, Mull, and Icolmkill. In the first, we
saw the remains of a castle, built in a lake, where
M'Donald, Lord or King of the Isles, formerly
resided. Jura is famous for having given birth to

one M'Crain, who lived one hundred and eighty

years in one house, and died in the reign of Charles
the Second. Mull affords several bays, where there

is safe anchorage, in one of which, the Florida, a
ship of the Spanish Armada, was blown up by one
of Mr. Smollett's ancestors. About forty years

ago, John, Luke of Argyle, is said to have consulted

the Spanish registers, by which it appeared that

this ship had the military chest on board. He em-
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ployed experienced divers to examine the wreck,

tir
an,i tney found the hull of the vessel still entire,

Dlj hut so covered with sand, that they could not make
jf

their way between decks, however, they picked up
as |

several pieces of plate that were scattered about in

1st
the bay, and a couple of fine brass cannon.

Icolmkill, or Iona, is a smail island which St.

|le !
Columba chose for his habitation ; it was respected

m for its sanctity, and college or seminary of ecclesi-

,4
• astics. Part of its church is still standing, with the

tie
|

tombs of several Scottish, Irish, and Danish sove-

d.
reigns, who were here interred. These islanders

,j
are very bold and dexterous watermen, consequently,

Ei
the better adapted to the fishery. In their manners

,„
they are less savage and impetuous than their

le
countrymen on the continent, and they speak the

1 Erse or Gaelic in its greatest purity.

;o
Having sent round our horses by land, we em-

barked in the district of Cowal for Greenock,
,

|
which is a neat little town, on the other side of the

v
Prith, with a curious harbour, formed by three

, stone jetties, carried out a good way into the sea.

,
New Port Glasgow is such another place, about

j
two miles higher up. Both have a face of business

i
and plenty, and are supported entirely by the

;

s

shipping of Glasgow, of which I counted sixty
large vessels in these harbours. Taking boat again
at Newport, we were in less than an hour landed on

,
the other side, within two short miles of our head-

j
quarters, where we found our women in good health
and spirits. They had been, two days before,
joined by Mr. Smollett and his lady, to whom we
have such obligations as I cannot mention even to

J
I you, without blushing.

To-morrow we shall bid adieu to the Scots
Arcadia, and begin our progress to the southward,

I

taking our way by Lanark and Nithsdale, to the
west borders of England. I have received so

j
much advantage and satisfaction from this tour,

that, if my health suffers no revolution in the
winter, I believe I shall be tempted to undertake

' another expedition to the northern extremity of
Caithness, unencumbered by those impediments
which now clog the heels of yours,

Cameron, Sept. 6. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Miss Eetttia Willis, at Gloucester.

My Dearest Letts',—Never did poor prisoner

long for deliverance more than I have longed for

an opportunity to disburden my cares into your
friendly bosom ; and the occasion which now pre-

sents itself is little less than miraculous. Honest

i

Saunders M'Awley, the travelling Scotchman, who
goes every year to Wales, is now at Glasgow, buy-
ing goods, and coming to pay his respects to our

I

family, has undertaken to deliver this letter into

your own hand. We have been six weeks in

Scotland, and seen the principal towns of the king-

dom, where we have been treated with great

civility. The people are very courteous, and the

country being exceedingly romantic, suits my turn

and inclinations. I contracted some friendships at

,
Edinburgh, which is a large and lofty city, full of

gay company ; and, in particular, commenced an
intimate correspondence with one Miss R—t—n,

1 an amiable young lady of my own age, whose
1 charms seemed to soften, and even to subdue, the

stubborn heart of my brother Jerry ; but he no
' sooner left the place, than he relapsed into his

former insensibility. I feel, however, that this

I
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indifference is not the family constitution. I never
admitted but one idea of love, and that has taken
such root in my heart, as to be equally proof
against all the pulls of discretion, and the frosts of
neglect.

Dear Letty ! I had an alarming adventure at the
hunters' ball in Edinburgh. While I sat discoursing
with a friend in a corner, all at once the very image
of Wilson stood before me, dressed exactly as he
was in the character of Aimwell ! It was one Mr.
Gordon, whom I had not seen before. Shocked at

the sudden apparition I fainted away, and threw
the whole assembly into confusion. However, the
cause of my disorder remained a secret to every-
body but my brother, who was likewise struck
with the resemblance, and scolded after we came
home. I am very sensible of Jerry's affection, and
know he spoke as well with a view to my own
interest and happiness, as in regard to the honour
of the family ; but I cannot bear to have my
wounds probed severely. I was not so much af-

fected by the censure he passed upon my own
indiscretion, as with the reflection he made on the
conduct of Wilson. He observed, that if he was
really the gentleman he pretended to be, and har-
boured nothing but honourable designs, he would
have vindicated his pretensions in the face of day.
This remark made a deep impression upon my
mind ; I endeavoured to conceal my thoughts, and
this endeavour had a bad effect upon my health and
spirits, so it was thought necessary that I should
go to the Highlands, and drink goat-milk whey.
We went accordingly to Loch Lomond, one of

the most enchanting spots in the whole world ; and
what with this remedy, which I had every morning
fresh from the mountains, and the pure air, and
cheerful company, I have recovered my flesh and
appetite, though there is something still at bottom
which is not in the power of air, exercise, company,
or medicine, to remove. These incidents would
not touch me so nearly if I had a sensible confidant
to sympathize with my affliction, and comfort me
with wholesome advice. I have nothing of this

kind, except Win Jenkins, who is really a good
body in the main, but very ill qualified for such an
office. The poor creature is weak in her nerves,

as well as in her understanding, otherwise I might
have known the true name and character of that

unfortunate youth. But why do I call him unfor-
tunate f perhaps the epithet is more applicable to

me, for having listened to the false professions

of But hold, I have as yet no right, and sure I
have no inclination, to believe anything to the
prejudice of his honour. In that reflection I shall

still exert my patience. As for Mrs. Jenkins, she
herself is really an object of compassion ; between
vanity, Methodism, and love, her head is almost
turned. I should have more regard for her, how-
ever, if she had been more constant in the object
of her affection

; but, truly, she aimed at conquest,

and flirted at the same time with my uncle's foot-

man, Humphry Clinker, who is really a deserving
young man, and one Dutton, my brother's valet-de-

chambre, a debauched fellow, who, leaving Win in

the lurch, ran away with another man's bride at

Berwick.

My dear Willis, I am truly ashamed of my own
sex. We complain of advantages which the men
take of our youth, inexperience, sensibility, and all

that ; but I have seen enough to believe, that our
sex in general make it their business to ensnare

3 L
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the other ; and for this purpose emp!oy arts which

are by no means to be justified. In point of con-

stancy, they certainly have nothing to reproach the

male part of the creation. My poor aunt, without

any regard to her years and imperfections, has

gone to market with her charms in every place

where she thought she had the least chance to dis-

pose cf her person, which, however, hangs still

heavy on her hands. I am afraid she has used

even religion as a decoy, though it has not answered

her expectation. She has been praying, preaching,

and catechising, among the Methodists, with whom
this country abounds ; and pretends to have such

manifestations and revelations, as even Clinker

himself can hardly believe, though the poor fellow

is half crazy with enthusiasm. As for Jenkins,

she aifects to take all her mistress's reveries for

gospel. She has also her heart heavings and mo-
tions of the Spirit ;

and, God forgive me if I think

uncharitably, but all this seems to me to be down-
right hypocrisy and deceit. Perhaps, indeed, the

poor girl imposes on herself. She is generally in a

flutter, and is much subject to vapours. Since we
came to Scotland, she has seen apparitions, and
pretends to prophecy. If I could put faith in all

these supernatural visitations, I should think myself

abandoned of grace ; for I have neither seen, heard,

nor felt, any thing of this nature, although I en-

deavour to discharge the duties of religion with all

the sincerity, zeal and devotion, that is in the

power of, Dear Letty, your ever affectionate,

Glasgow, Sept. 7. LYDIA MELFORD.

We are so far on our return to Brambleton-hall,

and I would fain hope we shall take Gloucester in our

way ; in which case I shall have the inexpressible

pleasure of embracing my dear Willis. Pray re-

member me to my worthy governess.

To Mrs. Mar? Jones, at Brambleton-hall.

Dear Mary,—Sunders Macully, the Scotchman,
who pushes directly for Vails, has promised to give

it you into your own hand, and therefore I would
not miss the opportunity to let you now as I am
still in the land of the living ; and yet I have been

on the brink of the other world since I sent you my
last letter. We went by sea to another kingdom,
called Fife, and, coming hack, had like to have

gone to pot in a storm. What between the frite

and sickness, I thought I should have brought my
heart up ; even Mr. Clinker was not his own man
for eight-and-forty hours after we got ashore. It

was well for some folks that we 'scaped drownding

;

for mistress was very frexious, and seemed but in-

differently prepared for a change ; but, thank God,
she was soon put in a better frame by the private

exaltations of the Reverend Mr. Macrocodile. We
afterwards churned to Starling and Glascow, which
are a kipple of handsome towns ; and then we
went to a gentleman's house at Loff Loming, which
is a wonderful sea of fresh water, with a power of

hylands in the midst on't. They say, as how it has

got ne'er a bottom, and was made by a musician

—

and, truly, I believe it ; for it is not in the coarse

of nature. It has got waves without wind, fish

without fins, and a floating hyland ; and one of
them is a crutch-yard, where the dead are buried

;

and always before the person dies, a bell rings of
itself to give warning.
O Mary ! this is the land of congyration. The

bell knolled when we were there. I saw lights,

and heard lamentations. The gentleman, our

landlord, has got another house, which he was fain

to quit, on account of a mischievous ghost, that

would not suffer people to lie in their beds. The
fairies dwell in a hole of Kairmann, a mounting

hard by ; and they steal away the good women that

are in the straw, if so be as how there an't a horshoe

nailed to the door. And I was shown an old vitch,

called Elspath Ringavey, with a red petticoat,

bleared eyes, and a mould of gray bristles on her

sin. That she mought do me no harm, I crossed

her hand with a taster, and bid her tell my fortune;

and she told me such things— descriving Mr.

Clinker to a hair—but it shall ne'er be said that I

minchioned a word of the matter. As I was
troubled with fits, she advised me to bathe in the

loff, which was holy water ; and so I went in the

morning to a private place, along with the house-

maid, and we bathed in our birth-day soot, after

the fashion of the country ; and behold, whilst we
dabbled in the loff, Sir George Coon started up

with a gun ; but we clapt our hands to our faces,

and passed by him to the place where we had left

our smocks. A civil gentleman would have turned

his head another way. My comfit is, he knew not

which was which ; and, as the saying is, all cats in

the dark are gray. While we staid at Loff Loming,

he and our two squires went three or four days

churning among the wild men of the mountings ; a

parcel of selvidges that lie in caves among the

rocks, devour young children, and speak Velch, but

the vords are different. Our ladies would not part

with Mr. Clinker, because he is so stout, and so

pyehouse, that he fears neither man nor devils, if

so be as they don't take him by surprise. Indeed,

he was once so flurried by an operition, that he had
like to have founded. He made believe as if it

had been the ould edmiral ; but the ould edmiral

could not have made his air to stand on end, and

his teeth to shatter ; but he said so in prudence,

that the ladies mought not be affeard. Mis Liddy

has been puny, and like to go into a decline. I

doubt her pore art is too tinder—but the got's fey

has sat her on her legs again. You nows got's fey

is mother's milk to a Velch voman. As for mis-

tress, blessed be God, she ails nothing. Her stomach

is good, and she improves in grease and godliness

;

but, for all that, she may have infections like other

people ; and, I believe, she wouldn't be sorry to b

called your Ladyship, whenever Sir George thinks

proper to ax the question. But, for my part,

whatever I may see or hear, not a pratical shall

ever pass the lips of,

Dear Molly, your loving friend,

Grasco. Sept. 7. WIN. JENKINS.

Remember me as usual, to Saul. We are now
coming home, though not the nearest road. I do

suppose I shall find the kitten a fine boar at my
return.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, at Oxon.

Dear Knight,— Once more I tread upon

English ground, which I like not the worse for the

six weeks' ramble I have made among the woods

and mountains of Caledonia; no offence to the

land of cakes, where bannocks grow upon straw. I

never saw my uncle in such health and spirits as

he now enjoys. Liddy is perfectly recovered;

and Mrs. Tabitha has" no reason to complain.

Nevertheless, I believe, she was, till yesterday.
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inclined to give the -whole Scotch nation to the

devil, as a pack of insensible brutes upon whom
her accomplishments had been displayed in vain.

At every place where we halted did she mount the

stage, and flourished her rusty arms, without being

able to make one conquest. One of her last essays

was against the heart of Sir George Colquhoun,

with whom she fought all the weapons more than

twice over. She was grave and gay by turns

—

she moralized and methodized—she laughed, and

romped, and danced, and sung, and sighed, and

ogled, and lisped, and fluttered, and flattered— but

all was preaching to the desert. The Baronet,

being a well-bred man, carried his civilities as far

as she could in conscience expect, and, if evil

tongues are to be believed, some degrees farther

;

but he was too much a veteran in gallantry, as well

as in war, to fall into any ambuscade that she

could lay for his affection. While we were absent

in the Highlands, she practised also upon the Laird

of Ladrishmore, and even gave him the rendezvous

in the wood of Drumscailloeh ; but the Laird had

such a reverend care of his own reputation, that

he came attended with the parson of the parish,

and nothing passed but spiritual communications.

After all these miscarriages, our aunt suddenly

recollected Lieutenant Lismahago, whom, ever

since our first arrival at Edinburgh, she seemed to

have utterly forgot ; but now she expressed her

hopes of seeing him at Dumfries, according to his

promise.

We set out from Glasgow by the way of Lanark,

the county town of Clydesdale, in the neighbour-

hood of which the whole river Clyde, rushing down
a steep rock, forms a very noble and stupendous

cascade. Next day we were obliged to halt in a

small borough, until the carriage, which had re-

ceived some damage, should be repaired ; and here

we met with an incident which warmly interested

the benevolent spirit of Mr. Bramble. As we stood

at the window of an inn that fronted the public

prison, a person arrived on horseback, genteelly

though plainly dressed, in a blue frock, with his

own hair cut short, and a gold-laced hat upon his

head. Alighting, and giving his horse to the land-

lord, he advanced to an old man who was at work

in paving the street, and accosted him in these

words :

—" This is hard work for such an old man
as you." So saying, he took the instrument out of

his hand, and began to thump the pavement. After

a few strokes, " Have you never a son," said he,

" to ease you of this labour ? " " Yes, an' please your

honour," replied the senior, " I have three hopeful

lads, but, at present, they are out of the way."

—

" Honour not me," cried the stranger; " it more

becomes me to honour your grey hairs. Where are

those sons you talk of? " The ancient pavior said,

his eldest son was a captain in the East Indies, and

the youngest had lately enlisted as a soldier, in

hopes of prospering like his brother. The gentle-

man desiring to know what was become of the

second, he wiped his eyes, and owned he had taken

upon him his old father's debts, for which he was

now in the prison hard by.

The traveller made three quick steps towards the

gaol, then turning short, " Tell me," said he, " has

that unnatural captain sent you nothing to relieve

your distresses ? " " Call him not unnatural," replied

the other, " God's blessing be upon him ! he sent me

a great deal of money, but I made a bad use of it

;

I lost it by being security for a gentleman that

was my landlord, and was stripped of all I had in

the world besides." At that instant a young man,
thrusting out his head and neck between two iron

bars in the prison-window, exclaimed, " Father

!

father ! if my brother W'illiam is in life, that's he."

"Iam! I am!" cried the stranger, clasping the

old man in his arms, and shedding a flood of tears,

" I am your son Will}', sure enough ! " Before the

father, who was quite confounded, could make any
return to this tenderness, a decent old woman, bolt-

ing out from the door of a poor habitation, cried,

" Where is my bairn? where is my dear Willy ?"

The captain no sooner beheld her, than he quitted

his father, and ran into her embrace.

I can assure you, my uncle, who saw and heard

every thing that passed, was as much moved as any
one of the parties concerned in this pathetic recogni-

tion. He sobbed, and wept, and clapped his hands, and
halloed, and finally ran down into the street. By
this time the captain had retired with his parents,

and all the inhabitants of the place were assembled

at the door. Mr. Bramble, nevertheless, pressed

through the crowd, and entering the house, " Cap-

tain," said he, " I beg the favour of your acquaint-

ance. I would have travelled a hundred miles to

see this affecting scene , and I shall think myself

happy if you and your parents will dine with me at

the public house." The captain thanked him for

his kind invitation, which, he said, he would accept

with pleasure ;
but, in the mean time, he could not

think of eating or drinking, while his poor brother

was in trouble. He forthwith deposited a sum,

equal to the debt, in the hands of the magistrate,

who ventured to set his brother at liberty, without

farther process ; and then the whole family repaired

to the inn with my uncle, attended by the crowd,

the individuals of which shook their townsman by

the hand, while he returned their caresses without

the least sign of pride or affectation.

This honest favourite of fortune, whose name was

Brown, told my uncle, that he had been bred a

weaver, and about eighteen years ago had, from a

spirit of idleness and dissipation, enlisted as a sol-

dier in the service of the East India Company ; that

in the course of duty he had the good fortune to

attract the notice and approbation of Lord Give,

who preferred him from one step to another, till he

had attained the rank of captain and paymaster to

the regiment, in which capacities he had honestly-

amassed above twelve thousand pounds, and at the

peace resigned his commission. He had sent several

remittances to his father, who received the first

only, consisting of one hundred pounds ; the second

had fallen into the hands of a bankrupt ; and the

third had been consigned to a gentleman of Scot-

land, who died before it arrived, so that it still re-

mained to be accounted for by his executors. He
now presented the old man with fifty pounds for

his present occasions, over and above bank-notes

for one hundred, which he had deposited for his

brother's release. He brou. ht along with him a

deed ready executed, by which he settled a perpe-

tuity of fourscore pounds upon his parents, to be

inherited by the other two sons after their decease.

He promised to purchase a commission for his young-

est brother ; to take the other as his own partner in a

manufacture which he intends to set up, to give

employment and bread to the industrious, and to give

five hundred pounds by way of dower to his sister,

who had married a farmer in low circumstances.

Finally, he gave fiftv pounds to the poor of the

3 L 2

I



THE EXPEDITION OF

town -where he was born, and feasted all the inha-

bitants without exception.

My uncle was so charmed with the character of

Captain Brown, that he drank his health three times

successively at dinner. He said, he was proud of

his acquaintance ; that he was an honour to his

country, and had in some measure redeemed hu-

man nature from the reproach of pride, selfish-

ness, and ingratitude ; for my part, I was as much
pleased with the modesty as with the filial virtue of

this honest soldier, who assumed no merit from his

success, and said very little of his own transactions,

though the answers he made to our inquiries were
equally sensible and laconic. Mrs. Tabitha be-

haved very graciously to him, until she understood

that he was going to make a tender of his hand to

a person of low estate, who had been his sweetheart

while he worked as a journeyman weaver. Our
aunt was no sooner made acquainted with this

design, than she starched up her behaviour with a

double portion of reserve ;
and, when the company

broke up, she observed, with a toss of her nose,

that Brown was a civil fellow enough, considering

the lowness of his origin ; but that Fortune, though
she had mended his circumstances, was incapable to

raise hisideas, which were still humble and plebeian.

On the day that succeeded this adventure, we
went some miles out of our road to see Drumlanrig,

a seat belonging to the Duke of Queensberry, which
appears like a magnificent palace erected by magic,

in the midst of a wilderness ; it is indeed a princely

mansion, with suitable parks and plantations, ren-

dered still more striking by the nakedness of the

surrounding country, which is one of the wildest

tracts in all Scotland. This wilderness, however,
is different from that of the Highlands; for here

the mountains, instead of heath, are covered with a

fine green sward, affording pasture to Enumerable
flocks of sheep. But the fleeces of this country,

called Nithsdale, are not comparable to the wool of

Galloway, which is said to equal that of Salisbury

Plain. Having passed the night at the castle of

Drumlanrig, by invitation from the Duke himself,

who is one of the best men that ever breathed, we
prosecuted our journey to Dumfries, a very elegant

trading town near the borders of England, where
we found plenty of good provision and excellent

wine, at very reasonable prices, and the accommo-
dation as good in all respects as in any part of South
Britain. If I was confined to Scotland for life, I

would choose Dumfries as the place ofmy residence.

Here we made inquiries about Captain Lismahago,
of whom hearing no tidings, we proceeded by the

Solway Frith to Carlisle. You must know, that the

Solway sands, upon which travellers pass at low
water, are exceedingly dangerous, because, as the

tide makes, they become quick in different places,

and the flood rushes in so impetuously, that pas-

sengers are often overtaken by the sea, and perish.

In crossing these treacherous syrtes with a guide,

we perceived a drowned horse, which Humphry
Clinker, after due inspection, declared to be the

very identical beast which Mr. Lismahago rode

when he parted with us at Felton-bridge in Nor-
thumberland. This information, which seemed to

intimate that our friend the lieutenant had shared
the fate of his horse, affected us all, and above all

our aunt Tabitha, who shed salt tears, and obliged

Clinker to pull a few hairs out of the dead horse's
tail, to be worn in a ring as a remembrance of his

master. But her grief and ours was not of long

duration ; for one of the first persons we saw in

Carlisle was the lieutenant in propria persona, bar-

gaining with a horse-dealer for another steed, in

the yard of the inn where we alighted. Mrs.
Bramble was the first that perceived him, and
screamed as if she had seen a ghost ;

and, truly,

at a proper time and place, he might very well

have passed for an inhabitant of another world
;

for he was more meagre and grim than before.

We received him the more cordially for having
supposed he had been drowned ; and he was not

deficient in expressions of satisfaction at this meet-
ing. He told us he had inquired for us at Dum-
fries, and been informed by a travelling merchant
from Glasgow, that we had resolved to return by
the way of Coldstream. He said, that, in passing

the sands, without a guide, his horse had knocked
up ; and he himself must have perished, if he had
not been providentially relieved by a return post-

chaise. He moreover gave us to understand, that

his scheme of settling in his own country having
miscarrried, he was so far in his way to London,
with a view to embark for North America, where
he intended to pass the rest of his days among his

old friends the Miamis, and amuse himself in

finishing the education of the son he had by his

beloved Squinkinacoosta.

This project was by no means agreeable to our
good aunt, who expatiated upon the fatigues and
dangers that would attend such a long voyage by
sea, and afterwards such a tedious journey by
land. She enlarged particularly on the risk he
would run, with respect to the concerns of his pre-

cious soul, among savages who had not yet received

the glad tidings of salvation ; and she hinted, that

his abandoning Great Britain might, perhaps, prove

fatal to the inclinations of some deserving person,

whom he was qualified to make happy for life.

My uncle, who is really a Don Quixote in gene-

rosity, understanding that Lismahago's real reason

for leaving Scotland was the impossibility of sub-

sisting in it with any decency upon the wretched

provision of a subaltern's half pay, began to be

warmly interested on the side of compassion. He
thought it very hard, that a gentleman, who had
served his country with honour, should be driven

by necessity to spend his old age among the refuse

of mankind, in such a remote part of the world.

He discoursed with me upon the subject, observ-

ing, that he would willingly offer the lieutenant an

asylum at Brambleton-hall, if he did not foresee that

his singularities and humour of contradiction would

render him an intolerable house-mate, though his

conversation at some times might be both instruc-

tive and entertaining ;
but, as there seemed to be

something particular in his attention to Mrs.

Tabitha he and I agreed in opinion, that this in-

tercourse should be encouraged, and improved, if

possible, into a matrimonial union ;. in which case

there would be a comfortable provision for both
j

and they might be settled in a house of their own,

so that Mr. Bramble should have no more of their

company than he desired.

In pursuance of this design, Lismahago has been

invited to pass the winter at Brambleton-hall, as it

will be time enough to execute his American pro-

ject in the spring. He has taken time to consider

of this proposal ;
meanwhile, he will keep us com-

pany as far as we travel in the road to Bristol,

where he has hopes of getting a passage for Ame-
rica, I make no doubt but that he will postpone
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his voyage, and prosecute his addresses to a happy
consummation ; and sure, if it produces any fruit,

it must he of a very peculiar flavour. As the

weather continues favourable, I believe we shall take

the Peak of Derbyshire and Buxton Wells in our

way. At any rate, from the first place where we make
i auy stay, you shall hear again from yours always,

Carlisle, Sept. 21. J. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Doctor,—The peasantry of Scotland are

certainly on a poor footing all over the kingdom
;

and yet they look better, and are better clothed, than

those of the same rank in Burgundy, and many
other places of France and Italy ;

nay, I will ven-

ture to say they are better fed, notwithstanding

the boasted wine of these foreign countries. The
country people of North Britain live chiefly on
oat-meal, and milk-cheese, butter, and some gar-

den stuff, with now and then a pickled herring, by
way of delicacy ; but flesh-meat they seldom or

never taste, nor any kind of strong liquor, except

twopenny, at times of uncommon festivity. Their

breakfast is a kind of hasty-pudding, of oat-meal,

or peas-meal, eaten with milk. They have com-
monly pottage to dinner, composed of cale or cole,

leeks, barley, or big, and butter, and this is rein-

forced with bread, and cheese made of skimmed milk.

At night they sup on sowens or flummery of oat-

meal. In a scarcity of oats, they use the meal of bar-

ley and peas, which is both nourishing and palatable.

Some of them have potatoes ; and you find par-

snips in every peasant's garden. They are clothed

with a coarse kind of russet of their own making,
which is both decent and warm. They dwell in

poor huts, built of loose stones and turf, without

any mortar, having a fire-place or hearth in the

middle, generally made of an old mill-stone, and
a hole at top to let out the smoke.

These people, however, are content, and won-
derfully sagacious. All of them read the Bible,

and are even qualified to dispute upon the articles

of their faith, which, in those parts I have seen,

is entirely Presbyterian. I am told, that the in-

habitants of Aberdeenshire are still more acute.

I once knew a Scotch gentleman at London,

who had declared war against this part of his

country, and swore that the impudence and kna-

very of the Scotch in that quarter had brought a

reproach upon the whole nation.

The river Clyde, above Glasgow, is quite pas-

toral, and the banks of it are every where adorned

with fine villas. From the sea to its source, we may
reckon the seats of many families of the first rank,

such as the Duke of Argyle at Roseneath, the Earl

of Bute in the isle of that name, the Earl of Glen-

cairn at Finlayston, Lord Blantyre at Areskine, the

Duchess of Douglas at Bothwell, Duke of Hamil-

ton at Hamilton, the Duke of Douglas at Douglas,

and the Earl of Hyndford at Carmichael. Hamil-

ton is a noble palace, magnificently furnished

;

and hard by is the village of that name, one of

the neatest little towns I have seen in any country.

The old castle of Douglas being burnt to the

ground by accident, the late Duke resolved, as

head of the first family in Scotland, to have the

largest house in the kingdom, and ordered a plan

for this purpose ; but there was only one wing of

it finished when he died. It is to be hoped that

his nephew, who is now in possession of his great

fortune, will complete the design of his prede-

cessor. Clydesdale is in general populous and
rich, containing a great number of gentlemen,

who are independent in their fortune ; but it pro-

duces more cattle than corn. This is also the case

with Tweeddale, through part of which we passed,

and Nisdale, which is generally rough, wild, and
mountainous. These hills are covered with sheep ;

and this is the small delicious mutton, so much
preferable to that of the London market. As their

feeding costs so little, the sheep are not killed till

five years old, when their flesh, juices, and flavour

are in perfection ; but their fleeces are much
damaged by the tar with which they are smeared
to preserve them from the rot in winter, during

which they run wild night and day, and thousands

are lost under huge wreaths of snow. 'Tis a pity

the farmers cannot contrive some means to shelter

this useful animal from the inclemencies of a
rigorous climate, especially from the perpetual

rains, which are more prejudicial than the greatest

extremity of cold weather.

On the little river Nid, is situated the castle of

Drumlanrig, one of the noblest seats in Great Bri-

tain, belonging to the Duke of Queensberry, one

of those few noblemen whose goodness of heart

does honour to human nature. I shall not pretend

to enter into a description of this palace, which is

really an instance of the sublime in magnificence,

as well as in situation, and puts one in mind of the

beautiful city of Palmyra, rising like a vision in

the midst of the wilderness. His Grace keeps

open house, and lives with great splendour. He
did us the honour to receive us with great courtesy,

and detain us all night, together with above twenty-

other guests, with all their servants and horses, to

a very considerable number. The Duchess was
equally gracious, and took our ladies under her

immediate protection. The longer I live, I see

more reason to believe that prejudices of education

are never wholly eradicated, even when they are

discovered to be erroneous and absurd. Such

habits of thinking, as interest the grand passions,

cleave to the human heart in such a manner, that

though an effort of reason may force them from

their hold for a moment, this violence no sooner

ceases, than they resume their grasp with an in-

creased elasticity and adhesion.

I am led into this reflection by what passed at the

Duke's table after supper. The conversation turned

upon the vulgar notions of spirits and omens, that

prevail among the commonalty of North Britain,

and all the company agreed, that nothing could be

more ridiculous. One gentleman, however, told a

remarkable story of himself, byway of speculation.—" Being on a party of hunting in the north," said

he, " I resolved to visit an old friend, whom I had

not seen for twenty years. So long he had been

retired and sequestrated from all his acquaintance,

and lived in a moping, melancholy way, much af-

flicted with lowness of spirits, occasioned by the

death of hisVife, whom he had loved with uncom-
mon affection. As he resided in a remote part of

the country, and we were five gentlemen, with as

many servants, we carried some provision with us

from the next market town, lest we should find him
unprepared for our reception. The roads being bad,

we did not arrive at the house till two o'clock in

the afternoon, and were agreeably surprised to find

a very good dinner ready in the kitchen, and the

cloth laid with six covers. My friend himself ap-

peared in his best apparel at the gate, and received
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us with open arms, telling me he hadheen expecting

ns these two hours. Astonished at this declaration,

I asked who had given him intelligence of oit

coming ? and he smiled, without making any other

reply. However, presuming upon our former in-

timacy, I afterwards insisted upon knowing ; and
he told me, very gravely, he had seen me in a
vision of the second sight : nay, he called in the

evidence of his steward, who solemnly declared,

that his master had the day before apprized him of

my coming, with four other strangers, and ordered

him to provide accordingly ; in consequence of

which intimation, he had prepared the dinner
which we were now eating, and laid the covers ac-

cording to the number foretold." The incident we
all owned to be remarkable, and I endeavoured to

account for it by natural means. I observed, that

as the old gentleman was of a visionary turn, the

casual idea, or remembrance of his old friend, might
suggest those circumstances which accident had for

once realized ; but that in all probability he had
seen many visions of the same kind, which were
never verified. None of the company directly dis-

sented from my opinion, but from the objections

that were hinted, I could plainly perceive that the

majority were persuaded there was something more
extraordinary in the case."

Another gentleman of the company, addressing
himself to me, " Without all doubt," said he, " a
diseased imagination is very apt to produce visions

;

but we must find some other method to account for

something of this kind, that happened within these

eight days in iny neighbourhood. A gentleman of
a good family, who cannot be deemed a visionary

in any sense of the word, was, near his own gate,

in the twilight, visited by his grandfather, who has
been dead these fifteen years. The spectre was
mounted, seemingly, on the very horse he used to

ride, with an angry and terrible countenance, and
said something, which his grandson, in the confu-
sion of his fear, could not understand. But this

was not all—he lifted up a huge horse-whip, and
applied it with great violence to his back and
shoulders, on which I saw the impression with my
own eyes. The apparition was afterwards seen by
the sexton of the parish, hovering about the tomb
where his body lies interred ; as the man declared
to several persons in the village, before he knew
what had happened to the gentleman

; nay, he
actually came to me, as a justice of the peace, in

order to make oath of these particulars, which,
however, I declined administering. As for the
grandson of the defunct, he is a sober, sensible,

worldly-minded fellow, too intent upon schemes of
interest to give into reveries. He would have wil-

lingly concealed the affair, but he bawled out in the
first transport of his fear, and, running into the
house, exposed his back and his sconce to the whole
family ; so that there was no denying it in the
sequel. It is now the common discourse of the

country, that this appearance and behaviour of the
old man's spirit portends some great calamity to

the family, and the good woman has actually taken
to her bed in this apprehension."
Though I did not pretend to explain this mystery,

I said I did not at all doubt, but it would one day
appear to be a deception ; and, in all probability,
a scheme executed by some enemy of the person
who had sustained the assault ; but still the gentle-
man insisted upon the clearness of the evidence,
and the concurrence of testimony, by which two

credible witnesses, without having any communi-
cation one with another, affirmed the appearance
of the same man, with whose person they were both
well acquainted. From Drumlanrig we pursued the

course of the Nid to Dumfries, which stands several

miles above the place where the river falls into the

sea, and is, after Glasgow, the handsomest town I

have seen in Scotland. The inhabitants, indeed,

seem to have proposed that city as their model ; not

only in beautifying their town and regulating its

police, but also in prosecuting their schemes of
commerce and manufacture, by which they are

grown rich and opulent.

We re-entered England by the way of Carlisle,

wherewe accidentally met with our friend Lismaha-
go, whom we had in vain inquired after at Dumfries
and other places. It would seem that the captain,

like the prophets of old, is but little honoured in

his own country, which he has now renounced for

ever. He gave me the following particulars of his

visit to his native soil : in his way to the place of
his nativity, he learned that his nephew had mar-
ried the daughter of a bourgeois, who directed a
weaving manufacture, and had gone into partner-

ship with his father-in-law : chagrined with this

information, he had arrived at the gate in the

twilight, where he heard the sound of treddles in

the great hall, which had exasperated him to such

a degree, that he had like to have lost his senses.

While he was thus transported with indignation,

his nephew chanced to come forth, when, being no
longer master of his passion, he cried, " Degene-
rate rascal, you have made my father's house a den
of thieves ;" and at the same time chastised him
with his horse-whip ; then, riding round the adjoin-

ing village, he had visited the burying-ground of
his ancestors by moonlight; and, having paid his

respects to their manes, travelled all night to an-

other part of the country. Finding the head of his

family in such a disgraceful situation, all his own
friends dead or removed from the places of their

former residence, and the expense of living in-

creased to double of what it had been when he
first left his native country, he had bid it an eternal

adieu, and was determined to seek for repose among
the forests of America.

I was no longer at a loss to account for the ap-

parition, which had been described at Drumlanrig;
and when I repeated the story to the lieutenant, he

was much pleased to think his resentment had been

so much more effectual than he intended ; and he

owned, he might at such an hour, and in such an

equipage, very well pass for the ghost of his father,

whom he was said greatly to resemble—between

friends, I fancy Lismahago will find a retreat with-

out going so far as the wigwams of the Miamis.

My sister Tabby is making continual advances to

him in the way of affection ; and, if I may trust to

appearances, the captain is disposed to take oppor-

tunity by the forelock. For my part, I intend to

encourage this correspondence, and shall be glad

to see them united ; in that case, we shall find a

way to settle them comfortably in our own neigh-

bourhood. I, and my servants, will get rid of a very '

troublesome and tyrannic governante ; and I shall

have the benefit of Lismahago's conversation, with-

out being obliged to take more of his company than

I desire ; for though an olla is a high-flavoured dish. I

could not bear to dine upon it every day ofmy life.

I am much pleased with Manchester, which is

one of the most agreeable and flourishing towns in
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Great Britain; and I perceive, that this is the

place which hath animated the spirit, and suggested

the chief manufactures of Glasgow. AVe propose

to visit Chatsworth, the Peak, and Buxton, from

which last place we shall proceed directly home-

wards, though hy easy journeys. If the season

has been as favourable "in Wales, as in the north,

your harvest is happily finished ; and we have no-

thing left to think of but our October, of which let

Barnes be properly reminded. You will find me
much better in flesh than I was at our parting ; and

this short separation has given a new edge to those

sentiments of friendship with which I always have

been, and ever shall be, Yours,

Manchester, Sept. 15. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Mrs Gwyllim, Housekeeper at Brambleton-hall.

Mrs. Gwillim,—It has pleased Providence to

bring us safe back to England, and partake us in

many pearls by land and water, in particular, the

Devil's Harse-a-pike, and Hot/den's Hole, which

hath got no bottom ; and, as we are drawing houm-
wards, it may be proper to uprise you, that Bram-
bleton- hall may be in a condition to receive us,

after this long jurney to the islands of Scotland.

By the first of next month you may begin to make
constant fires in my brother's chamber and mine

;

and burn a fagget every day in the yedow damask

room ; have the tester and curtains dusted, and the

feather-bed and matrosses well haired ; because,

perhaps, with blissing of Heaven, they may be

yused on some occasion. Let the ould hogsheads

be well skewred and seasoned for bear, as Mat is

resolved to have his seller choak-fool.

If the house was mine I would turn over a new
leaf. I don't see why the sarvants of Wales

shouldn't drink fair water, and eat hot cakes and

barley cale, as they do in Scotland, without troubling

the botcher above once a quarter. I hope you keep

accunt of Roger's purseeding in reverence to the

butter-milk. I expect my due when I come huom,

without baiting an ass, I'll assure you. As you

must have layed a great many more eggs than

would be eaten, I do suppose there is a power of

turks, chickings, and guzzling about the house

;

and a brave kergo of cheese ready for market ; and

that the owl has been sent to Crickhowel, saving

what the maide spun in the family.

Pray let the whole house and furniture have a

through cleaning from top to bottom, for the honour

of Wales ; and let Roger search into, and make a

general clearance of the slit holes which the maids

have in secret ; for I know they are much given to

sloath and uncleanness. I hope you have worked

a reformation among them, as I exhorted you in

my last, and set their hearts upon better things

than they can find in junkitting and caterwauling

with the fellows of the country.

As for Win Jenkins, she has undergone a per-

fect metamurphysis, and is become a new creeter

from the ammunition of Humphry Clinker, our

new footman, a pious young man, who has laboured

exceedingly, that she may bring forth fruits of re-

pentance. I make no doubt but he will take the

same pains with that pert hussy Mary Jones, and

all of you ; and that he may have power given to

penetrate and instill his goodness, even into your

most inward parts, is the fervent prayer of,

Your friend in the spirit,

Sept. 18. TAB. BRAMBLE.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Lewis,—Lismahago is more paradoxical

than ever. The late gulp he had of his native air

seems to have blown fresh spirits into all his pole-

mical faculties. I congratulated him the other day

on the present flourishing state of his country, ob-

serving, that the Scotch were now in a fair way to

wipe off the national reproach of poverty, and ex-

pressing my satisfaction at the happy effects of the

Union, so conspicuous in the improvement of their

agriculture, commerce, manufactures, and manners.

The lieutenant, screwing up his features into a look

of dissent and disgust, commented on my remarks

to this effect :
—" Those who reproach a nation for

its poverty, when it is not owing to the profligacy

or vice of the people, deserve no answer. The
Lacedemonians were poorer than the Scotch, when
they took the lead among all the free states of

Greece, and were esteemed above them all for their

valour and their virtue. The most respectable he-

roes of ancient Rome, such as Fabricius, Cincin-

natus, and Regulus, were poorer than the poorest

freeholder in Scotland ; and there are at this day
individuals in North Britain, one of whom can pro-

duce more gold and silver than the whole republic

of Rome could raise at those times when her public

virtue shone with unrivalled lustre ; and poverty

was so far from being a reproach, that it added

fresh laurels to her fame, because it indicated a

noble contempt of wealth, which was proof against

all the arts of corruption. If poverty be a subject

of reproach, it follows, that wealth is the object of

esteem and veneration. In that case there are Jews
and others in Amsterdam and London, enriched

by usury, peculation and different species of fraud

and extortion, who are more estimable than the

most virtuous and illustrious members of the com-
munity ; an absurdity which no man in his senses

will offer to maintain. Riches are certainly no
proof of merit. Nay, they are often, if not most

commonly, acquired by persons of sordid minds

and mean talents. Nor do they give any intrinsic

worth to the possessor ; but, on the contrary, tend

to pervert his understanding, and render his morals

more depraved. But granting that poverty were

really matter of reproach, it cannot be justly im-

puted to Scotland. No country is poor that can

supply its inhabitants with the necessaries of life,

and even afford articles for exportation. Scotland

is rich in natural advantages. It produces every

species of provision in abundance, vast herds of

cattle, and flocks of sheep, with a great number of

horses ;
prodigious quantities of wool and flax,

with plenty of copse wood, and in some parts large

forests of timber. The earth is still more rich

below than above the surface. It yields inex-

haustible stores of coal, free-stone, marble, lead,

iron, copper, and silver, with some gold. The sea

abounds with excellent fish, and salt to cure them
for exportation ; and there are creeks and har-

bours round the whole kingdom, for the conveni-

ence and security of navigation. The face of the

country displays a surprising number of cities,

towns, villas, and villages, swarming with people

;

and there seems to be no want of art, industry,

government, and police.—Such a kingdom never

can be called poor, in any sense of the word,

though there may be many others more powerful

and opulent. But the proper use of those advan-

tages, and the present prosperity of the Scotch,
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you seem to derive from the Union of the two
kingdoms."

I said, I supposed he -would not deny that the
appearance of the country was much mended;
that the people lived better," had more trade, and a
greater quantity of money circulating since the
Union than before. "I may safely admit these
premises," answered the lieutenant, '"without sub-
scribing to your inference. The difference you
mention, I should take to be the natural progress
of improvement.—Since that period, other nations,
such as the Swedes, the Danes, and in particular
the French, have greatly increased in commerce,
without any such cause assigned. Before the
Union, there was a remarkable spirit of trade
among the Scotch, as appeared in the case of
their Darien Company, in which they had em-
barked no less than four hundred thousand pounds
sterling ; and in the flourishing state of the mari-
time towns in Fife, and on the eastern coast, en-
riched by their trade with France, which failed in
consequence of the Union. The only solid com-
mercial advantage reaped from that measure, was
the privilege of trading to the English plantations

;

yet, excepting Glasgow and Dumfries, I don't
know any other Scotch towns concerned in that
traffic. In other respects, I conceive the Scotch
were losers by the Union. They lost the inde-
pendency of their state, the greatest prop of na-
tional spirit

; they lost their parliament, and their
courts of justice were subjected to the revision and
supremacy of an English tribunal."

" Softly, captain," cried I, " you cannot be said
to have lost your own parliament, while you are
represented in that of Great Britain." « True,"
said he, with a sarcastic grin, " in debates of na-
tional competition, the sixteen peers and forty-five
commoners of Scotland must make a formidable
figure in the scale, against the whole English le-
gislature." "Be that as it may," I observed,
" while I had the honour to sit in the lower house,
the Scotch members had always the majoritv on
their side." "I understand you, sir," said he,
" Aey generally side with the majority ; so much
the worse for their constituents. But even this
pril is not the worst they have sustained by the
Union. Their trade has been saddled with griev-
ous impositions, and every article of living se-
verely taxed, to pay the interest of enormous
debts contracted by the English, in support of
measures and connexions in which the Scotch had
no interest nor concern." I begged he would at
least allow, that, by the Union, the Scotch were
admitted to all the privileges and immunities of
English subjects; by which means, multitudes of
them were provided for in the army and navy,
and got fortunes in different parts of England and
its dominions. "All these," said he, "become
English subjects to all intents and purposes, and
are in a great measure lost to their mother country.
The spirit of rambling and adventure has been
always peculiar to the natives of Scotland. If
they had not met with encouragement in England,
they wduM have served and settled, as formerly,
in other countries, such as Muscovy, Sweden, Den-
mark, Poland, Germany, France," Piedmont, and
Italy, in all which nations their descendants con-
tinue to flourish even at this day."
By this time my patience began to fail, and I

exclaimed, "For God's sake, what has England got
by this Union, which, you say, has been so pro-

ductive of misfortune to the Scotch ?" " Great and
manifold are the advantages which England derives
from the Union," said Lismahago, in a solemn tone.
" First and foremost, the settlement of the Pro-
testant succession, a point which the English
ministry drove with such eagerness, that no stone
was left unturned to cajole and bribe a few leading
men, to cram the Union down the throats of the
Scottish nation, who were surprisingly averse to

the expedient. They gained by it a considerable
addition of territory, extending their dominion to

the sea on all sides of the island, thereby shutting
up all back doors against the enterprises of their

enemies. They got an accession of above a million
of useful subjects, constituting a never-failing

nursery of seamen, soldiers, labourers, and me-
chanics ; a most valuable acquisition to a trading
country, exposed to foreign wars, and obliged to

maintain a number of settlements in all the four
quarters of the globe. In the course of seven years,

during the last war, Scotland furnished the English
army and navy with seventy thousand men, over
and above those who migrated to their colonies, or
mingled with them at home in the civil depart-
ments of life. This was a very considerable and
seasonable supply to a nation, whose people had
been for many years decreasing in number, and
whose lands and manufactures were actually suffer-

ing for want of hands. I need not remind you of
the hackneyed maxim, that, to a nation in such
circumstances, a supply of industrious people is a
supply of wealth ; nor repeat an observation, which
is now received as an eternal truth, even among
the English themselves, that the Scotch who settle

in South Britain are remarkably sober, orderly, and
industrious."

I allowed the truth of this remark, adding, that,

by their industry, economy, and circumspection,
many of them in England, as well as in her colonies,

amassed large fortunes, with which they returned
to their own country, and this was so much lost to

South Britain. " Give me leave, sir," said he, " to

assure you, that in your fact you are mistaken, and
in your deduction erroneous. Not one in two
hundred that leave Scotland ever returns to settle

in his own country ; and the few that do return,

carry thither nothing that can possibly diminish
the stock of South Britain ; for none of their trea-

sure stagnates in Scotland. There is a continual

circulation, like that of the blood in the human
body, and England is the heart, to which all the

streams which it distributes are refunded and re-

turned
;
nay, in consequence of that luxury, which

our connexion with England hath greatly en-
couraged, if not introduced, all the produce of our
lands, and all the profits of our trade, are engrossed
by the natives of South Britain ; for you will find

that the exchange between the two kingdoms is

always against Scotland, and that she retains

neither gold nor silver sufficient for her own circu-

lation. The Scotch, not content with their own
manufactures and produce, which would very well

answer all necessary occasions, seem to vie with
each other in purchasing superfluities from England,
such as broad cloth, velvets, stuffs, silks, lace, furs,

jewels, furniture of all sorts, sugar, rum, tea, cho-
colate, and coffee ; in a word, not only every mode
of the most extravagant luxury, but even many
articles of convenience, which they might find as

good, and much cheaper in their own country. For
all these particulars, England, I conceive, may
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touch about one million sterling a year. I don't

pretend to make an exact calculation ;
perhaps it

may be something less, and perhaps a great deal

more. The annual revenue arising from all the

private estates of Scotland cannot fall short of a

million sterling ; and I should imagine their trade

will amount to as much more. I know, the linen

manufacture alone returns near half a million, ex-

clusive of the home consumption of that article.

If, therefore, North Britain pays a balance of a

million annually to England, I insist upon it, that

country is more valuable to her, in the way of com-
merce, than any colony in her possession, over and
above the other advantages which I have specified

;

therefore, they are no friends either to England or

to truth, who affect to depreciate the northern part

of the United Kingdom."
I must own, I was at first a little nettled to find

myself schooled in so many particulars. Though
I did not receive all his assertions as gospel, I was

not prepared to refute them ; and I cannot help

now acquiescing in his remarks, so far as to think,

that the contempt for Scotland, which prevails too

much on this side of the Tweed, is founded on pre-

judice and error. After some recollection, " Well,

captain," said I, " you have argued stoutly for the

importance of your own country. For my part, I

have such a regard for our fellow-subjects of North

Britain, that I should be glad to see the day when
your peasants can afford to give all their oats to

their cattle, hogs, and poultry, and indulge them-

selves with good wheaten loaves, instead of such

poor, unpalatable, and inflammatory diet." Here
again I brought myself into a premunire with the

disputatious Caledonian. He said, he hoped he

should never see the common people lifted out of

that sphere for which they were intended by nature

and the course of things ; that they might have

some reason to complain of their bread, if it were

mixed, like that of Norway, with saw-dust and

fish-bones ; but that oat-meal was, he apprehended,

as nourishing and salutary as wheat-flour, and the

Scotch in general thought it at least as savoury.

He affirmed, that a mouse, which in the article of

self-preservation, might be supposed to act from

infallible instinct, would always prefer oats to

wheat, as appeared from experience ;
for, in a place

where there was a parcel of each, that animal had

never begun to feed, upon the latter till all the oats

were consumed. For their nutritive quality, he

appealed to the hale robust constitutions of the

people, who lived chiefly upon oat-meal ; and in-

stead of being inflammatory, he asserted, that it

was cooling, subacid, balsamic, and mucilaginous ;

insomuch, that, in all inflammatory distempers,

recourse was had to water-gruel, and flummery

made of oat-meal.
" At least," said I, " give me leave to wish them

such a degree of commerce as may enable them to

follow their own inclinations." " Heaven forbid I"

cried the philosopher. "Woe be to that nation

where the multitude is at liberty to follow their own
inclinations ! Commerce is undoubtedly a blessing,

while restrained within its proper channels ; but a

glut of wealth brings along with it a glut of evils.

It brings false taste, false appetite, false wants, pro-

fusion,"venality, contempt of order, engendering a

spirit of licentiousness, insolence, and faction, that

keeps the community in continual ferment, and in

time destroys all the distinctions of civil society ;

so that universal anarchy and uproar must ensue.
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Will any sensible man affirm, that the national ad-

vantages of opulence are to be sought on these

terms ? No, sure ;—but I am one of those who
think, that, by proper regulations, commerce may
produce every national benefit, without the allay

of such concomitant evils."

So much for the dogmata of my friend Lisma-

hago, whom I describe the more circumstantially,

as I firmly believe he will set up his rest in Mon-
mouthshire. Yesterday, while I was alone with

him, he asked, in some confusion, if I should have

any objection to the success of a gentleman and a

soldier, provided he should be so fortunate as to

engage my sister's affection ? I answered, without

hesitation, that my sister was old enough to judge

for herself; and that I should be very far from

disapproving any resolution she might take in his

favour. His eyes sparkled at this declaration. He
declared, he should think himself the happiest man
on earth to be connected with my family ; and that

he should never be weary of giving me proofs of

his gratitude and attachment. I suppose Tabby and

he are already agreed, in which case we shall have

a wedding at Brambleton Hall, and you shall give

away the bride. It is the least thing you can do,

by way of atonement for your former cruelty to

that poor love-sick maiden, who has been so long

a thorn in the side of Yours,
Sept. 20. MATT. BRAMBLE.

We have been at Buxton ; but, as I did not much
relish either the company or the accommodations,

and had no occasion for the water, we staid but

two nights in the place.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, at Oxon.

Dear Wat,—Adventures begin to thicken as we
advance to the southward. Lismahago has now
professed himself the admirer of our aunt, and

carries on his addresses under the sanction of her

brother's approbation; so that we shall certainly

have a wedding by Christmas. I should be glad

you was present at the nuptials, to help me to throw

the stocking, and perform other ceremonies pecu-

liar to the occasion. I am sure it will be produc-

tive of some diversion ;
and, truly, it would be worth

your while to come across the country on purpose

to see two such original figures in bed together,

with their laced night-caps ; he the emblem of good

cheer, and she the picture of good nature. All this

agreeable prospect was clouded, and had well nigh

vanished entirely, in consequence of a late mis-

understanding between the future brothers-in-law,

which, however, is now happily removed.

A few days ago, my uncle and I, going to visit

a relation, met with Lord Oxmington at his house,

who asked us to dine with him next day, and we
accepted the invitation. Accordingly, leaving our

women under the care of Captain Lismahago, at

the inn where we had lodged the preceding night,

in a little town, about a mile from his Lordship's

dwelling, we went at the hour appointed, and had

a fashionable meal, served up with much ostenta-

tion, to a company of about a dozen persons, none

of whom we had ever seen before. His Lordship

is much more remarkable for his pride and caprice

than for his hospitality and understanding ;
and,

indeed, it appeared that he considered his guests

merely as objects to shine upon, so as to reflect

the lustre of his own magnificence. There was

much state, but no courtesy; and a great deal of

compliment, without any conversation. Before the
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dessert was removed, our noble entertainer proposed
three general toasts ; then calling for a glass of
wine, and bowing all round, wished us a good after-

noon. This was the signal for the company to

break up, and they obeyed it immediately, all

except our squire, who was greatly shocked at the
manner of this dismission. He changed counte-
nance, bit his lip in silence, but still kept his seat,

so that his Lordship found himself obliged to give
us another hint, by saying he should be glad to

see us another time. " There is no time like the
present time," cried Mr. Bramble ; " your Lord-
ship has not yet drank a bumper to the best in Chris-
tendom.'" " I'll drink no more bumpers to-day,"
answered our landlord ;

" and I am sorry to see

you have drank too many—order the gentleman's
carriage to the gate." So saying, he rose and re-

tired abruptly ; our squire starting up at the same
time, laying his hand upon his sword, and eyeing
him with a most ferocious aspect. The master
having vanished in this manner, our uncle bade one
of the servants see what was to pay ; and the
fellow answering, " This is no inn :"—" I cry you
mercy," said the other, " I perceive it is not ; if it

were, the landlord would be more civil. There's
a guinea, however ; take it, and tell your Lord, that

I shall not leave the country till I have had an op-
portunity to thank him in person for his politeness

and hospitality."

We then walked down stairs through a double
range of lacqueys, and getting into the chaise, pro-
ceeded homewards. Perceiving the squire much

j

ruffled, I ventured to disapprove of his resentment,
observing, that, as Lord Oxmington was well known
to have his brain very ill timbered, a sensible man
should rather laugh than be angry at his ridiculous

want of breeding. Mr. Bramble took umbrage at

my presuming to be wiser than he upon this occa-
sion ; and told me, that, as he had always thought
for himself in every occurrence in life, he would
still use the same privilege, with mv good leave.

When we returned to our inn, he closeted Lis-
mahago ; and having explained his grievance, de-
sired that gentleman to go and demand satisfaction

of Lord Oxmington in his name. The lieutenant
charged himself with this commission, and imme-
diately set out a-horseback for his Lordship's house,
attended, at his own request, by my man Archy
Macalpine, who had been used to military service

;

and truly, if Macalpine had been mounted upon an
ass, this couple might have passed for the knight
of La Mancha and his squire Panza. It was not
till after some demur, that Lismahago obtained a
private audience, at which he formally defied his
Lordship to single combat, in the name of Mr.
Bramble, and desired him to appoint the time and
place. Lord Oxmington was so confounded at this

unexpected message, that he could not, for some
time, make any articulate reply ; but stood staring
at the lieutenant with manifest marks of pertur-
bation. At length, ringing a bell with great vehe-
mence, he exclaimed, " What ! a commoner send a
challenge to a peer ofthe realm !—Privilege ! privi-
lege '—Here's a person brings me a challenge from
the Welshman that dined at my table. An im-
pudent fellow:—My wine is not yet out of his
head."

The whole house was immediately in commotion.
Macalpine made a soldierly retreat with the two
horses

; but the captain was suddenly surrounded
and disarmed by the footmen, whom a French

valet-de-chambre headed in this exploit ; his sword
was passed through a close-stool, and his person
through the horse-pond. In this plight he returned
to the inn, half mad with his disgrace. So violent
was the rage of his indignation, that he mistook its

object. He wanted to quarrel with Mr. Bramble

;

he said he had been dishonoured on his account,
and he looked for reparation at his hands. My
uncle's back was up in a moment ; and he desired
him to explain his pretensions. " Either compel
Lord Oxmington to give me satisfaction," cried he,
" or give it me in your person." " The latter part
of the alternative is the most easy and expeditious,"
replied the squire, starting up ;

" if you are disposed
for a walk, I'll attend you this moment."
Here they were interrupted by Mrs. Tabby, who

had overheard all that passed. She now burst
into the room, and running betwixt them, in great
agitation, " Is this your regard for me," said she
to the lieutenant, " to seek the life of my brother?"
Lismahago, who seemed to grow cool as my uncle
grew hot, assured her he had a very great respect
for Mr. Bramble, but he had still more for his own
honour, which had suffered pollution ; but if that

could be once purified, he should have no farther
cause of dissatisfaction. The squire said, he should
have thought it incumbent upon him to vindicate
the lieutenant's honour ; but as he now carved for
himself, he might swallow and digest it as well as
he could. In a word, what betwixt the mediation
of Mrs. Tabifha, the recollection of the captain,

who perceived he had gone too far, and the remon-
strances of your humble servant, who joined them
at this juncture, those two originals were perfectly

reconciled ; and then we proceeded to deliberate
upon the means of taking vengeance for the insults

they had received from the petulant peer ; for until

that aim should be accomplished, Mr. Bramble swore,
with ereat emphasis, that he would not leave the
inn where we now .lodged, even if he should pass
his Christmas on the spot.

In consequence of our deliberations, we next day,
in the forenoon, proceeded in a body to his Lord-
ship's house, all of us, with our servants, including
the coachman, mounted a-horseback, with our
pistols loaded and ready primed. Thus prepared
for action, we paraded solemnly and slowly before

his Lordship's gate, which we passed three times,

in such a manner, that he could not but see us, and
suspect the cause of our appearance. After dinner

we returned, and performed the same cavalcade,

which was again repeated the morning following

;

butwe had no occasion to persist in these manoeuvres.

About noon we were visited by the gentleman at

whose house we had first seen Lord Oxmington.
He now came to make apologies in the name of his

Lordship, who declared he had no intention to give

offence to my uncle, in practising what had been
always the custom of his house ; and that as for the

indignities which had been put upon the officer,

they were offered without his Lordship's know-
ledge, at the instigation of his valet-de-chambre.
" If that be the case," said my uncle, in a peremp-

tory tone, " I shall be contented with Lord Oxming-
ton's personal excuses ; and I hope my friend will

be satisfied with his Lordship's turning that insolent

rascal out of his service." " Sir," cried Lismahago,
" I must insist upon taking personal vengeance for

the personal injuries I have sustained."

After some debate, the affair was adjusted in this

manner. His Lordship, meeting us at our friend's
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house, declared he was sorry for what had happened

;

and that he had no intention to give umbrage. The
valet-de-chambre asked pardon of the lieutenant

upon his knees, when Lisruabago, to the astonish-

ment of all present, gave him a violent kick on the

face, which laid him on his back, exclaiming in a
furious tone, " Our, je te pardonne, gens /outre."

Such was the fortunate issue of this perilous ad-

venture, which threatened abundance of vexation to

our family ; for the squire is one of those who will

sacrifice both life and fortune, rather than leave

what he conceives to be the least speck or blemish

upon his honour and reputation. His Lordship had
no sooner pronounced his apology, with a very bad

grace, than he went away in some disorder, and, I

dare say, he will never invite another Welshman to

his table.

We forthwith quitted the field of this achieve-

ment, in order to prosecute our journey ; but we
followed no determinate course. We make small

deviations to see the remarkable towns, villas,

and curiosities on each side of our route ; so that

we advance by slow steps towards the borders of

Monmouthshire. But, in the midst of these irre-

gular motions, there is no aberration nor eccen-

tricity in that affection with which I am, dear Wat,
yours always,

September 28. J. MELFORD.

To Doctor Lewis.

Dear Dick,—At what time of life may a man
think himself exempted from the necessity of sacri-

ficing his repose to the punctilios of a contemptible

world ? I have been engaged in a ridiculous ad-

venture, which I shall recount at meeting ; and
this, I hope, will not be much longer delayed, as we
have now performed almost all our visits, and seen

every thing that I think has any right to retard us in

our journey homewards. A few days ago, under-

standing, by accident, that my old friend Baynard
was in the country, I would not pass so near his

habitation without paying him a visit, though our

correspondence had been interrupted for a long

course of years.

I felt myself very sensibly affected by the ideas

of our past intimacy, as we approached the place

where we had spent so many happy days together;

but when we arrived at the house, I could not re-

cognise anyone of those objects which had been so

deeply impressed upon my remembrance. The tall

oaks that shaded the avenue had been cut down,

and the iron gates at the end of it removed, together

with the high wall that surrounded the court-yard.

The house itself, which was formerly a convent of

Cistercian monks, had a venerable appearance ;

and along the front that looked into the garden,

was a stone gallery, which afforded me many an

agreeable walk, when I was disposed to be con-

templative. Now the old front is covered with a

screen of modern architecture ; so that all without

is Grecian, and all within Gothic. As for the

garden, which was well stocked with the best fruit

which England could produce, there is not now the

least vestige remaining of trees, walls, or hedges.

Nothing appears but a naked circus of loose sand,

with a dry bason and a leaden Triton in the middle.

You must know that Baynard, at his father's

death, had a clear estate of fifteen hundred pounds

a year, and was in other respects extremely well

qualified to make a respectable figure in the

commonwealth ;
but, what with some excesses of
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youth, and the expense of a contested election, he,

in a few years, found himself incumbered with a

debt of ten thousand pounds, which he resolved to

discharge by means of a prudent marriage. He ac-

cordingly married a Miss Thomson, whose fortune

amounted to double the sum that he owed. She
was the daughter of a citizen who had failed in

trade ; but her fortune came by an uncle, who died

in the East Indies. Her own parents being dead,

she lived with a maiden aunt, who had superin-

tended her education, and, in all appearance, was
well enough qualified for the usual purposes of the

married state. Her virtues, however, stood rather

upon a negative than a positive foundation. She
was neither proud, insolent, nor capricious, nor

given to scandal, nor addicted to gaming, nor in-

clined to gallantry. She could read, and write, and
dance, and sing, and play upon the harpsichord,

and smatter French, and take a hand at whist and
ombre ; but even these accomplishments she pos-

sessed by halves. She excelled in nothing. Her
conversation was flat, her style mean, and her ex-

pression embarrassed. In a word, her character was
totally insipid. Her person was not disagreeable ;

but there was nothing graceful in her address, nor

engaging in her manners ; and she was so ill quali-

fied to do the honours of the house, that when she

sat at the head of the table, one was always looking

for the mistress of the family in some other place.

Baynard had flattered himself that it would be

no difficult matter to mould such a subject after his

own fashion, and that she would cheerfully enter

into his views, which were wholly turned to do-

mestic happiness. He proposed to reside always in

the country, of which he was fond to a degree of

enthusiasm ; to cultivate his estate, which was very

improvable; to enjoy the exercise of rural diversions

;

to maintain an intimacy of correspondence with

some friends that were settled in his neighbour-

hood ; to keep a comfortable house, without suffer-

ing his expenses to exceed the limits of his income;

and to find pleasure and employment for his wife in

the management and avocations of her own family.

This, however, was a visionary scheme, which he

never was able to realize. His wife was as ignorant

as a new-born babe of every thing that related to

the conduct of a family ; and she had no idea of a

country life. Her understanding did not reach so

far as to comprehend the first principles of discre-

tion ; and indeed, if her capacity had been better

than it was, her natural indolence would not have

permitted her to abandon a certain routine to which

she had been habituated. She had not taste enough

to relish any rational enjoyment ; but her ruling

passion was vanity, not that species which arises

from self-conceit of superior accomplishments, but

that which is of a bastard and idiot nature, excited

by show and ostentation, which implies not even

the least consciousness of any personal merit.

The nuptial peal of noise and nonsense being rung

out in all the usual changes, Mr. Baynard thought it

high time to make her acquainted with the particulars

of the plan which he had projected. He told her that

his fortune, though sufficient to afford all the com-
forts of life, was not ample enough to command all

the superfluities of pomp and pageantry, which, in-

deed, were equally absurd and intolerable. He
therefore hoped she would have no objection to

their leaving London in the spring, when he would

take the opportunity to dismiss some unnecessary

domestics, whom he had hired for the occasion of
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their marriage. She heard him in silence, and,
after some pause, " So," said she, " I am to be
buried in the country !" He was so confounded at

this reply, that he could not speak for some minutes

:

:it length he told her he was much mortified to
find he had proposed any thing that was disagree-
able to her ideas. "I am sure," added he, "I
meant nothing more than to lay down a comfortable
plan of living within the bounds of our fortune,
which is but moderate." " Sir," added she, " you
are the best judge of your own affairs. My fortune,
I know, does not exceed twenty thousand pounds

;

yet, even with that pittance, I might have had a
husband who would not have begrudged me a
house in London—" " Good God ! my dear,"
cried poor Baynard, in the utmost agitation, " you
don't think me so sordid—I only hinted what I
thought—but I don't pretend to impose—" " Yes,
sir," resumed the lady, " it is your prerogative to
command, and my duty to obey."
So saying, she burst into tears, and retired to her

chamber, where she was joined by her aunt. He
endeavoured to recollect himself, and act with
vigour of mind on this occasion ; but was betrayed
by the tenderness of his nature, which was 'the
greatest defect of his constitution. He found the
aunt in tears, and the niece in a fit, which held her
the best part of eight hours, at the expiration of
which, she began to talk incoherently about death
and her dear husband, who had sat by her all this
time, and now pressed her hand to his lips, in a
transport of grief and penitence for the offence he
had given. From thenceforward he carefully
avoided mentioning the country ; and they con-
tinued to be sucked deeper and deeper into the
vortex of extravagance and dissipation, leading
what is called a fashionable life in town. About
the latter end of July, however, Mrs. Baynard, in
order to exhibit a proof of conjugal obedience,
desired, of her own accord, that they might pay a
visit to his country house, as there was" no com-
pany left in London. He would have excused
himself from this excursion, which was no part of
the economical plan he had proposed ; but she in-
sisted upon making this sacrifice to his taste and
prejudices, and away they went with such an
equipage as astonished the whole country. All that
remained of the season was engrossed by receiving
and returning visits in the neighbourhood

; and, in
this intercourse, it was discovered that Sir John
Chickwell had a house steward and one footman in
livery more than the complement of Mr. Baynard's
household. This remark was made by the aunt at
table, and assented to by the husband, who ob-
served, that Sir John Chickwell might very well
afford to keep more servants than were found in
the family of a man who had not half his fortune.
Mrs. Baynard eat no supper that evening; but was
seized with a violent fit, which completed her
triumph over the spirit of her consort. The two
supernumerary servants were added. The family
plate was sold for old silver, and a new service
procured

; fashionable furniture was provided, and
the whole house turned topsy-turvy.
At their return to London, in the beginning of

winter, he, with a heavy heart, communicated these
particulars to me in confidence. Before his mar-
riage he had introduced me to the ladv as his
particular friend ; and I now offered, in that cha-
racter, to lay before her the necessity of reforming
her economy, if she had any regard to the interest

of her own family, or complaisance for the inclina-
tions of her husband. But Baynard declined my
offer, on the supposition that his wife's nerves were
too delicate to bear expostulation ; and that it

would only serve to overwhelm her with such dis-
tress as would make himself miserable.
Baynard is a man of spirit, and had she proved

a termagant, he would have known how to deal
with her

; but, either by accident or instinct, she
fastened upon the weak side of his soul, and held it

so fast, that he has been in subjection ever since.
I afterwards advised him to carry her abroad to
France and Italy, where he might gratify her
vanity for half the expense it cost him in England

;

and this advice he followed accordingly. She was
agreeably flattered with the idea of seeing and
knowing foreign parts and foreign fashions, of
being presented to sovereigns, and living familiarly
with princes. She forthwith seized the hint, which
I had thrown out on purpose, and even pressed
Mr. Baynard to hasten his departure ; so that, in a
few weeks, they crossed the sea to France, with a
moderate train, still including the aunt, who was
her hosom counsellor, and abetted her in all her
opposition to her husband's will. Since that period
I have had little or no opportunity to renew our
former correspondence. All that I knew of his
transactions amounted to no more than that, after
an absence of two years, they returned so little

improved in economy, that they launched out
into new oceans of extravagance, which at length
obliged him to mortgage his estate. By this time
she had borne him three children, of which the
last only survives, a puny boy of twelve or thirteen,
who will be ruined in his education by the indul-
gence of his mother.
As for Baynard, neither his own good sense, nor

the dread of indigence, nor the consideration of his
children, has been of force sufficient to stimulate
him into the resolution of breaking at once the
shameful spell by which he seems enchanted.
With a taste capable of the most refined enjoyment,
a heart glowing with all the warmth of friendship
and humanity, and a disposition strongly turned to
the more rational pleasures of a retired and country-
life, he is hurried about in a perpetual tumult,
amidst a mob of beings pleased with rattles,

baubles, and gewgaws, so void of sense and dis-
tinction, that even the most acute philosophy
would find it a very hard task to discover for what
wise purposes of Providence they were created.
Friendship is not to be found, nor can the amuse-
ments for which he sighs be enjoyed, within the
rotation of absurdity to which he is doomed for
life. He has long resigned all views of improving
his fortune by management and attention to the
exercise of husbandry, in which he delighted; and,
as to domestic happiness, not the least glimpse of
hope remains to amuse his imagination. Thus
blasted in all his prospects, he could not fail to

be overwhelmed with melancholy and chagrin,
which have preyed upon his health and spirits in
such a manner, that he is now threatened with a
consumption.

I have given you a sketch of the man whom the
other day I went to visit. At the gate we found a
great number of powdered lackeys, but no civility.

After we had sat a considerable time in the coach,
we were told, that Mr. Baynard had rode out, and
that his lady was dressing; but we were intro-

duced to a parlour, so very fine and delicate, that



HUMPHRY

in all appearance it was designed to be seen only,

not inhabited. The chairs and couches were
carved, gilt, and covered with rich damask, so

smooth and sleek, that they looked as if they had
never been sat upon. There was no carpet on the

floor ; but the boards were rubbed and waxed in

such a manner, that we could not walk, but were
obliged to slide along them

; and, as for the stove,

it was too bright and polished to be polluted with
sea-coal, or stained by the smoke of any gross

material fire. When we had remained above half

an hour, sacrificing to the inhospitable powers in

this temple of cold reception, my friend Baynard
arrived, and, understanding we were in the house,
made his appearance, so meagre, yellow, and de-
jected, that I really should not have known him,
had I met with him in any other place. Running
np to me, with great eagerness, he strained me in

his embrace, and his heart, was so full, that for some
minutes he could not speak. Having saluted us
all round, he perceived our uncomfortable situation,

and, conducting us into another apartment, which
had fire in the chimney, called for chocolate ; then
withdrawing, he returned with a compliment from
his wife, and, in the mean time, presented his son
Harry, a shambling blear-eyed boy, in the habit of
a hussar, very rude, forward, and impertinent. His
father would have sent him to a boarding-school,
but his mamma and aunt would not hear of his

lying out of the house ; so that there was a clergy-

man engaged as his tutor in the family.

As it was but just turned of twelve, and the
whole house was in a commotion to prepare a
formal entertainment, I foresaw it would be late

before we dined, and proposed a walk to Mr.
Baynard, that we might converse together freely.

In the course of this perambulation, when I ex-
pressed some surprise that he had returned so soon
from Italy, he gave me to understand, that his

going abroad had not at all answered the purpose
for which he left England

; that, although the ex-
pense of living was not so great in Italy as at

home, respect being had to the same rank of life in

both countries, it had been found necessary for

him to lift himself above his usual style, that he
might be on some footing with the counts, mar-
quisses, and cavaliers, with whom he kept com-
pany. He was obliged to hire a great number of
servants, to take off a great variety of rich clothes,

and to keep a sumptuous table for the fashionable

sorocconi of the country, who, without a considera-

tion of this kind, would not have paid any attention

to an untitled foreigner, let his family or fortune

be ever so respectable. Besides, Mrs. Baynard was
continually surrounded by a train of expensive
loungers, under the denomination of language-
masters, musicians, painters, and ciceroni ; and had
actually fallen into the disease of buying pictures

and antiques upon her own judgment, which was
far from being infallible. At length she met with

an affront, which gave her a disgust to Italy,

and drove her back to England with some preci-

pitation. By means of frequenting the Duchess of

B 's conversazione while her Grace was at

Rome, Mrs. Baynard became acquainted with all

the fashionable people of that city, and was ad-

mitted to their assemblies without scruple. Thus
favoured, she conceived too great an idea of her
own importance, and, when the duchess left Rome,
resolved to have a conversazione that should leave

the Romans no room to regret her grace's
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departure. She provided hands for a musical en-
tertainment, and sent bighetti of invitation to

every person of distinction ; but not one Roman of
the female sex appeared at her assembly. She
was that night seized with a violent fit, and kept
her bed three days, at the expiration of which she
declared that the air of Italy would be the ruin of
her constitution. In order to prevent this cata-

strophe, she was speedily removed to Geneva, from
whence they returned to England by the way of
Lyons and Paris. By the time they arrived at

Calais, she had purchased such a quantity of silks,

stuffs, and laces, that it was necessary to hire a
vessel to smuggle them over, and this vessel was
taken by a custom-house cutter ; so that they lost

the whole cargo, which had cost them above eight
hundred pounds.

It now appeared that her travels had produced no
effect upon her, but that of making her more ex-
pensive and fantastic than ever. She affected to

lead the fashion, not only in point of female dress,

but in every article of taste and connoisseurship.

She made a drawing of the new fayade to the house
in the country ; she pulled up the trees, and pulled

down the walls of the garden, so as to let in the

easterly wind, which Mr. Baynard's ancestors had
been at great pains to exclude. To show her taste

in laying out ground, she seized into her own hand
a farm of two hundred acres, about a mile from the

house, which she parcelled out into walks and
shrubberies, having a great bason in the middle,
into which she poured a whole stream that turned
two mills, and afforded the best trout in the country.

The bottom of the bason, however, was so ill se-

cured that it would not hold the water, which
strained through the earth, and made a bog of the

whole plantation. In a word, the ground which
formerly paid him one hundred and fifty pounds
a-year, now cost him two hundred pounds a-year
to keep it in tolerable order, over and above the

first expense of trees, shrubs, flowers, turf, and
gravel. There was not an inch of garden ground
left about the house, nor a tree that produced fruit

of any kind ; nor did he raise a truss of hay or a
bushel of oats for his horses, nor had he a single

cow to afford milk for his tea, far less did he ever
dream of feeding his own mutton, pigs, and poultry

;

every article of housekeeping, even the most incon-

siderable, was brought from the next market-town,
at the distance of five miles, and thither they sent

a courier every morning to fetch hot rolls for break-
fast. In short, Baynard fairly owned that he spent

double his income, and that in a few years he should
be obliged to sell his estate for the payment of his

creditors. He said, his wife had such delicate

nerves, and such imbecility of spirit, that she could
neither bear remonstrance, be it ever so gentle, nor
practise any scheme of retrenchment, even if she
perceived the necessity of such a measure. He
had, therefore, ceased struggling against the stream,

and endeavoured to reconcile himself to ruin, by
reflecting, that his child, at least, would inherit his

mother's fortune, which was secured to him by the

contract of marriage.

The detail which he gave me of his affairs filled

me at once with grief and indignation. I inveighed
bitterly against the indiscretion of his wife, and
reproached him with his unmanly acquiescence

under the absurd tyranny which she exerted. I

exhorted him to recollect his resolution, and make
one effectual effort to disengage himself from a
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thraldom equally shameful and pernicious. I offered

him all the assistance in my power. I undertook
to regulate his affairs, and even to hring about a

reformation in his family, if he would only authorize

me to execute the plan I should form for his advan-
tage, I was so affected by the subject, that I could
not help mingling tears with my remonstrances ;

and Baynard was so penetrated with these marks
of my affection, that he lost all power of utterance.

He pressed me to his breast with great emotion,
and wept in silence. At length he exclaimed,
" Friendship is undoubtedly the most precious balm
of life ! Your words, dear Bramble, have in a great

measure recalled me from an abyss of despondence
in which I have been long overwhelmed ; I will,

upon honour, make you acquainted with a distinct

state of my affairs, and, as far as I am able to go,

will follow the course you prescribe. But there are

certain lengths which my nature the truth is,

there are tender connexions, of which a bachelor
has no idea. Shall 1 own my weakness ? I cannot
bear the thoughts of making that woman uneasy."
" And yet," cried I, " she has seen you unhappy
for a series of years, unhappy from her misconduct,
without ever showing the least inclination to allevi-

ate your distress." "Nevertheless," said he, "I
am persuaded she loves me with the most warm
affection ; but these are incongruities in the compo-
sition of the human mind which I hold to be inex-
plicable."

I was shocked at his infatuation, and changed
the subject, after we had agreed to maintain a close

correspondence for the future. He then gave me
to understand that he had two neighbours, who,
like himself, were driven by their wives at full

speed in the high road to bankruptcy and ruin.

All the three husbands were of dispositions very
different from each other, and, according to this

variation, their consorts' were admirably suited to

the purpose of keeping them all three in subjection.

The views of the ladies were exactly the same.
They vied in grandeur, that is, in ostentation, with
the wife of Sir Charles Chickwell, who had four
times their fortune ; and she again piqued herself

upon making an equal figure with a neighbouring
peeress, whose revenue trebled her own. Here
then was the fable of the frog and the ox realized

in four different instances within the same county
;

one large fortune and three moderate estates in a fair

way of being burst by the inflation of female
vanity

; and, in three of these instances, three dif-

ferent forms of female tyranny were exercised.

Mr. Baynard was subjugated by practising upon the

tenderness of his nature. Mr. Milksan, being of a
timorous disposition, truckled to the insolence of a
termagant. Mr. Sowerby, who was of a temper
neither to be moved by fits, nor driven by menaces,
had the fortune to be fitted with a helpmate who
assailed him with the weapons of irony and satire,

sometimes sneering in the way of compliment,
sometimes throwing out sarcastic comparisons im-
plying reproaches upon his want of taste, spirit,

and generosity, by which means she stimulated his

passions from one act of extravagance to another,
just as the circumstances of her vanity required.

All these three ladies have at this time the same
number of horses, carriages, and servants in and
out ot livery, the same variety of dress, the same
quantity of plate and china, the like ornaments in
furniture, and in their entertainments they endea-
vour to exceed one another in the variety, delicacy,

and expense of their dishes. I believe it will be
found upon inquiry, that nineteen out of twenty
who are ruined by extravagance, fall a sacrifice to

the ridiculous pride and vanity of silly women,
whose parts are held in contempt by the very men
whom they pillage and enslave. Thank Heaven.
Dick, that among all the follies and weaknesses of
human nature, I have not yet fallen into that of
matrimony.

After Baynard and I had discussed all these

matters at leisure, we returned towards the house,

and met Jerry with our two women, who had come
forth to take the air, as the lady of the mansion
had not yet made her appearance. In short, Mrs.
Baynard did not produce herself till about a quarter

of an hour before dinner was upon the table. Then
her husband brought her into the parlour, accom-
panied by her aunt and son, and she received us

with a coldness of reserve sufficient to freeze the

very soul of hospitality. Though she knew I had
been the intimate friend of her husband, and had
often seen me with him in London, she showed no
marks of recognition or regard, when I addressed
myself to her in the most friendly terms of saluta-

tion. She did not express the common compliment
of, / am glad to see you ; or, / hope you have enjoyed

your health since ice had the pleasure of seeing you,

or some such words of course ; nor did she once
open her mouth in the way of welcome to my sister

and my niece, but sat in silence like a statue, with
an aspect of insensibility. Her aunt, the model
upon which she had been formed, was indeed the

very essence of insipid formality ; but the boy was
very pert and impudent, and prated without ceasing.

At dinner, the lady maintained the same ungra-
cious indifference, never speaking but in whispers

to her aunt ; and as to the repast, it was made up
of a parcel of kickshaws, contrived by a French
cook, without one substantial article adapted to

the satisfaction of an English appetite. The
pottage was little better than bread soaked in

dish-washings, lukewarm. The ragouts looked as

if they had been once eaten and half digested : the

fricasses were involved in a nasty yellow poultice,

and the rotis were scorched and stinking, for the

honour of the fumet. The dessert consisted of faded

fruit and iced froth, a good emblem of our land-

lady's character ; the table-beer was sour, the water

foul, and the wine vapid; but there was a parade of

plate and china, and a powdered lackey stood be-

hind every chair, except those of the master and

mistress of the house, who were served by twj
valets dressed like gentlemen. We dined in a

large old Gothic parlour, which was formerly the

hall. It was now paved with marble, and notwith-

standing the fire, which had been kindled about an

hour, struck me with such a chill sensation, that,

when I entered it, the teeth chattered in my jaws.

In short, everything was cold, comfortless, and
disgusting, except the looks of my friend Baynard,

which declared the warmth of his affection and
humanity.

After dinner, we withdrew into another apart-

ment, where the boy began to be impertinently

troublesome to my niece Liddy. He wanted a

playfellow, forsooth, and would have romped with

her, had she encouraged his advances. He was
even so impudent as to snatch a kiss, at which she

changed countenance, and seemed uneasy ; and

though his father checked him for the rudeness of

his behaviour, he became so outrageous as to thrust
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liis hand in her bosom ; an insult to -which she did

not tamely submit, though one of themildest creatures

upon earth. Her eyes sparkled with resentment,

she started up, and lent him such a box in the ear,

as sent him staggering to the other side of the room.
" Miss Melford," cried his father, " you have

treated him with the utmost propriety. I am only

sorry that the impertinence of any child of mine
should have occasioned this exertion of your spirit,

which I cannot but applaud and admire." His

wife was so far from assenting to the candour of

his apology, that she rose from table, and taking

her son by the hand, " Come, child," said she,

" your father cannot abide you." So saying, she

retired with this hopeful youth, and was followed by
her governante. But neither the one nor the other

deigned to take the least notice of the company.
Baynard was exceedingly disconcerted ; but I

perceived his uneasiness was tinctured with resent-

ment, and derived a good omen from this discovery.

I ordered the horses to be put to the carriage ;

and, though he made some efforts to detain us all

night, I insisted upon leaving the house immediately

;

but before I went away, I took an opportunity of

speaking to him again in private. I said every

thing I could recollect, to animate his endeavours

in shaking off those shameful trammels. I made no
scruple to declare, that his wife was unworthy of

that tender complaisance which he had shown for

her foibles. That she was dead to all the genuine

sentiments of conjugal affection; insensible of her

own honour and interest, and seemingly destitute

of common sense and reflection. I conjured him
to remember what he owed to his father's house, to

his own reputation, and to his family, including

even this unreasonable woman herself, who was
driving on blindly to her own destruction. I ad-

vised him to form a plan for retrenching super-

fluous expense, and try to convince the aunt of the

necessity for snch a reformation, that she might

gradually prepare her niece for its execution ; and

I exhorted him to turn that disagreeable piece of

formality out of the house, if he should find her

averse to his proposal.

Here he interrupted me with a sigh, observing,

that such a step would undoubtedly be fatal to

Mrs. Baynard. " I shall lose all patience," cried I,

" to hear you talk so weakly. Mrs. Baynard's fits

will never hurt her constitution. I believe in my
conscience they are all affected. I am sure she has

no feeling for your distresses ; and when you are

ruined, she will appear to have no feeling for her

own." Finally, I took his word and honour, that

he would make an effort, such as I had advised

;

that he would form a plan of economy, and if he

found it impracticable without my assistance, he

would come to Bath in the winter, where I pro-

mised to give him the meeting, and contribute

all in my power to the retrieval of his affairs.

With this mutual engagement we parted ; and I

shall think myself supremely happy, if, by my
means a worthy man, whom I love and esteem, can

be saved from misery, disgrace, and despair.

I have only one friend more to visit in this part

of the country, but he is of a complexion very dif-

ferent from that of Baynard. You have heard me
mention Sir Thomas Bulford, whom I knew in

Italy. He is now become a country gentleman ;

but, being disabled by the gout from enjoying any
amusement abroad, he entertains himself within

doors, by keeping open house for all comers, and
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playing upon the oddities and humours of his com-
pany. But he himself is generally the greatest

original at his table. He is very good-humoured,
talks much, and laughs without ceasing. I am told,

that all the use he makes of his understanding at

present is, to excite mirth, by exhibiting his guests

in ludicrous attitudes. I know not how far we
may furnish him with entertainment of this kind

;

but I am resolved to beat up his quarters, partly

with a view to laugh with the knight himself, and
partly to pay my respects to his lady, a good-

natured, sensible woman, with whom he lives upon
very easy terms, although she has not had the good
fortune to bring him an heir to his estate.

And now, dear Dick, I must tell you for your
comfort, that you are the only man upon earth to

whom I would presume to send such a long-winded
epistle, which I could not find in my heart to

curtail, because the subject interested the warmest
passions of my heart; neither will I make any
other apology to a correspondent who has been so

long accustomed to the impertinence of

Sept. 30. WATT. BRAMBLE.

To Sir Watkin Phlllips, Bart, at Oxon.

Dear Knight,—I believe there is something

mischievous in my disposition, for nothing diverts

me so much as to see certain characters tormented

with false terrors.
—

"We last night lodged at the

house of Sir Thomas Bulford, an old friend of

my uncle, a jolly fellow, of moderate intellects,

who, in spite of the gout, which hath lamed him,

is resolved to be merry to the last ; and mirth he

has a particular knack in extracting from his

guests, let their humour be never so caustic or re-

fractory. Besides our company, there was in the

house a fat-headed justice of the peace, called

Frogmore, and a country practitioner in surgery,

who seemed to be our landlord's chief companion
and confidant. We found the knight sitting on a

couch, with his crutches by his side, and his feet

supported on cushions ; but he received us with a

hearty welcome, and seemed greatly rejoiced at our

arrival. After tea, we were entertained with a
sonata on the harpsichord, by Lady Bulford, who
sung and played to admiration ; but Sir Thomas
seemed to be a little asinine in the article of ears,

though he affected to be in raptures ; and begged
his wife to favour us with an arietta of her own
composing. This arietta, however, she no sooner

began to perform, than he and the justice fell

asleep ; but the moment she ceased playing, the

knight waked snoring, and exclamed, " O cara

!

what d'ye think, gentlemen ? Will you talk any
more of your Pargolesi and your Corelli ?" At
the same time, he thrust his tongue in one cheek,

and leered with one eye at the doctor and me, who
sat on his left hand. He concluded the pantomime
with a loud laugh, which he could command at all

times extempore. Notwithstanding his disorder,

he did not do penance at supper, nor did he ever
refuse his glass when the toast went round, but ra-

ther encouraged a quick circulation both by precept
and example.

I soon perceived the doctor had made himself

very necessary to the baronet. He was the whet-
stone of his wit, the butt of his satire, and his

operator in certain experiments of humour, which
were occasionally tried upon strangers. Justice

Frogmore was an excellent subject for this species

of philosophy. Sleek and corpulent, solemn and
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shallow, he had studied Burn with uncommon ap-
plication ; hut he studied nothing so much as the
art of living, that is, eating, well. This fat buck
had often afforded good sport to our landlord ; and
he was frequently started with tolerable success, in

the course of this evening ; but the baronet's ap-
petite for ridicule seemed to be chiefly excited by
the appearance, address, and conversation, of Lis-

mahago, whom he attempted in all the different

modes of exposition ; but he put me in mind of a
contest that I once saw betwixt a young hound and
an old hedgehog. The dog turned him over and
over, and bounced, and barked, and mumbled ; but
as often as he attempted to bite, he felt a prickle in

his jaws, and recoiled in manifest confusion. The
captain, when left to himself, will not fail to turn
his ludicrous side to the company ; but if any man
attempts to force him into that attitude, he becomes
stubborn as a mule, and unmanageable as an ele-

phant unbroke.
Divers tolerable jokes were cracked upon the

justice, who eat a most unconscionable supper, and
among other things, a large plate of broiled mush-
rooms, which he had no sooner swallowed than the
doctor observed, with great gravity, that they were
of the kind called champignons, which, in some con-
stitutions, had a poisonous effect. Mr. Frogmore,
startled at this remark, asked, in some confusion,
why he had not been so kind as to give him that
notice sooner. He answered, that he took it for

granted, by his eating them so heartily, that he
was used to the dish; but as he seemed to be
under some apprehension, he prescribed a bumper
of plague-water, which the justice drank off im-
mediately, and retired to rest, not without marks
of terror and disquiet.

At midnight we were shown to our different cham-
bers, and in half an hour I was fast asleep in bed ;

but about three o'clock in the morning I was waked
with a dismal cry of Fire! and starting up, ran to

the window in my shirt. The night was dark and
stormy ; and a number of people, half-dressed, ran
backwards and forwards through the court-yard,
with links and lanterns, seemingly in the utmost
hurry and trepidation. Slipping on my clothes in

a twinkling, I ran down stairs, and, upon inquiry,
found the fire was confined to a back-stair, which
led to a detached apartment where Lismahago lay.

By this time, the lieutenant was alarmed by a bawl-
ing at his window, which was in the second story,

but he could not find his clothes in the dark, and
his room-door was locked on the outside. The
servants called to him, that the house had been
robbed

; that, without all doubt, the villains had
taken away his clothes, fastened the door, and set

the house on fire, for the staircase was in flames.
In this dilemma, the poor lieutenant ran about
the room naked, like a squirrel in a cage, popping
out his head at the window between whiles, and
imploring assistance. At length, the knight in

person was brought out in his chair, attended by
my uncle and all the family, including our aunt
Tabitha, who screamed, and cried, and tore her
hair, as if she had been distracted. Sir Thomas
had already ordered his people to bring a long
ladder, which was applied to the captain's window,
and now he exhorted him earnestly to descend.
There was no need of much rhetoric to persuade
Lismahago, who forthwith made his exit by the
window, roaring all the time to the people below
to hold fast the ladder.

Notwithstanding the gravity of the occasion, it

was impossible to behold this scene without being
seized with an inclination to laugh. The rueful
aspect of the lieutenant in his shirt, with a quilted

night-cap fastened under his chin, and his long
lank limbs and posteriors exposed to the wind,
made a very picturesque appearance, when illumi-

nated by the links and torches which the servants
held up to light him in his descent. All the com-
pany stood round the ladder, except the knight,
who sat in the chair, exclaiming, from time to time,
" Lord have mercy upon us !—save the gentleman's
life—mind your footing, dear captain ! softly !

—

stand fast !—clasp the ladder with both hands !

—

there !—well done, my dear boy !—O bravo !—an
old soldier for ever !—bring a blanket—bring a
warm blanket to comfort his poor carcase—warm
the bed in the green room—give me your hand,
dear captain—I'm rejoiced to see thee safe and sound,
with all my heart." Lismahago was received at

the foot of the ladder by his inamorato, who,
snatching a blanket from one of the maids,
wrapped it about his body ; two men servants

took him under the arms, and a female conducted
him to the green room, still accompanied by Mrs.
Tabitha, who saw him fairly put to bed. During
this whole transaction, he spoke not a syllable, but
looked exceeding grim, sometimes at one, some-
times at another of the spectators, who now ad-
journed in a body to the parlour where we had
supped, every one surveying another with marks
of astonishment and curiosity.

The knight being seated in an easy chair, seized

my uncle by the hand, and, bursting into a long
and loud laugh, "Mat,'' cried he, "crown me with
oak, or ivy, or laurel, or parsley, or what you will,

and acknowledge this to be a coup de maitre in the

way of waggery—ha, ha, ha !—Such a camisicata,

scagliata beffata!—O che roba .'—0, what a subject!

—O, what caricatura

!

—O, for a Rosa, a Rembrandt,
a Schalken !—Zooks, I'll give a hundred guineas

to have it painted—what a fine descent from the

cross, or ascent to the gallows ! what lights and
shadows !—what a group below ! what expression
above !—what an aspect !— did you mind the aspect?

—ha, ha, ha!— and the limbs, and the muscles

—

every toe denoted terror !—ha, ha, ha !—then the

blanket!—O, what costume! St. Andrew! St. La-
zarus ! St. Barrabas !—ha, ha, ha !" " After all

then," cried Mr. Bramble very gravely, " this was
no more than a false alarm. We have been fright-

ened out of our beds, and almost out of our senses,

for the joke's sake !" " Ay, and such a joke !"

cried our landlord, " such a farce ! such a denoue-

ment ! such a catastrophe .'"

" Have a little patience," replied our squire, " we
are not j et come to the catastrophe ; and pray
God it may not turn out a tragedy instead of a
farce. The captain is one of those saturnine sub-

jects, who have no idea of humour. He never

laughs in his own person ; nor can he bear that

other people should laugh at his expense. Besides,

if the subject had been properly chosen, the joke

was too severe in all conscience." " 'Sdeath !"

cried the knight, " I could not have bated him an
ace, had he been my own father ; and as for the

subject, such another does not present itself once
in half a century." Here Mrs. Tabitha interposing,

and bridling up, declared, she did not see that Mr.
Lismahago was a fitter subject for ridicule than

the knight himself; and that she was very much
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,t afraid, he would very soon find he had mistaken
in; his man. The baronet -was a good deal discon-
iiil certed by this intimation, saying, that he must be
ltd a Goth and a barbarian, if he did not enter into

«g the spirit of such a happy and humorous con-
sd, trivance. He begged, however, that Mr. Bramble

and his sister would bring him to reason ; and this

its request was reinforced by Lady Bulford, who did
n. not fail to read the baronet a lecture upon his in-

kt, discretion, which lecture he received with sub-
mission on one side of the face, and a leer upon

n't the other.

We now went to bed for the second time ; and
before I got up, my uncle had visited Lismahago

an in the green room, and used such arguments with
i him, that, when we met in the parlour, he seemed
n to be quite appeased. He received the knight's
id, apology with a good grace, and even professed
id, himself pleased at finding he had contributed to

it the diversion of the company. Sir Thomas shook
io, him by the hand, laughing heartily; and then
:<, desired a pinch of snuff, in token of perfect recon-
iK ciliation. The lieutenant putting his hand in his

ed waistcoat pocket, pulled out, instead of his own
re,

Scotch mull, a very fine gold snuff-box, which he
ig no sooner perceived than he said, " Here is a small
,it mistake." " No mistake at all," cried the baronet

;

" a fair exchange is no robbery. Oblige me so far,

J. captain, as to let me keep your mull as a memo-
id rial." " Sir," said the lieutenant, " the mull is

kj much at your service ; but this machine I can by
no means retaiu. It looks like compounding a sort
of felony in the code of honour. Besides, I don't
know but there may be another joke in this cou-

th veyance ; and I don't find myself disposed to be
U, !

brought upon the stage again. I won't presume
lie to make free with your pockets, but I beg you will

a, put it up again with your own hand." So saying,

it!
with a certain austerity of aspect, he presented the

It, snuff-box to the knight, who received it in some
as confusion, and restored the mull, which he would by
be

no means keep, except on the terms of exchange.
This transaction was like to give a grave east to

,n the conversation, when my uncle took notice that

t>
Mr. Justice Frogmore had not made his appear-
ance either at the night alarm, or now at the gene-

be ral rendezvous. The baronet hearing Frogmore
,. mentioned, " Odso !" cried he, " I had forgot the

ill
justice. Prithee, doctor, go and bring him out

u of his kennel." Then laughing till his sides were
,

:
. well shaken, he said he would show the captain, I

;i that he was not the only person of the drama exhi-
j" bited for the entertainment of the company. As to

the night scene, it could not affect the justice, who
had been purposely lodged in the farther end of

5(
the house, remote from the noise, and lulled with

a a dose of opium into the bargain. In a few minutes,

a
Mr. Justice was led into the parlour in his night-

D.
cap, and loose morning-gown, rolling his head

d from side to side, and groaning piteously all the

iai
way. "Jesu! neighbour Frogmore," exclaimed
the baronet, "what is the matter;

}
rou look as if

t (
you was not a man for this world. Set him down

j>
softly on the couch—poor gentleman ! Lord have
mercy upon us!—What makes him so pale, and
yellow, and bloated !" " Oh, Sir Thomas !" cried

the justice, " I doubt it is all over with me. These
mushrooms I ate at your table have done my busi-

ness—ah ! oh ! hey !" " Now the Lord forbid
!"

said the other, " what ! man—have a good heart.

How does thy stomach feel ?— hah."

To this interrogation he made no reply, but
throwing aside his nightgown, discovered that his
waistcoat would not meet upon his belly by five

good inches at least. "Heaven protect us all,"

cried Sir Thomas ; "what a melancholy spectacle:
—never did I see a man so suddenly swelled, but
when he was either just dead, or just dying

—

Doctor, canst thou do nothing for this poor object?"
" I don't think the case is quite desperate," said the
surgeon, " but I would advise Mr. Frogmore to

settle his affairs with all expedition ; the parson
may come and pray by him, while I prepare a
clyster and an emetic draught." The justice rolling

his languid eyes, ejaculated with great fervency,
"Lord have mercy upon us! Christ have mercy
upon us !" Then he begged the surgeon, in the
name of God, to despatch—"As for my worldly-

affairs," said he, "they are all settled but one
mortgage, which must be left to my heirs—but, my
poor soul ! my poor soul ! what will become of my
poor soul ?—miserable sinner that I am !" " Nay,
prithee, my dear boy, compose thyself," resumed
the knight; "consider the mercy of Heaven is

infinite ; thou canst not have any sins of a very
deep dye on thy conscience, or the devil's in't."

"Name not the devil," exclaimed the terrified

Frogmore, " I have more sins to answer for than
the world dreams of. Ah ! friend, 1 have been
sly—sly—d—n'd sly !—Send for the parson without
loss of time, and put me to bed, for I am posting
to eternity." He was accordingly raised from the
couch, and supported by two servants, who led him
back to his room ; but before he quitted the par-
lour, he entreated the good company to assist him
with their prayers. He added, " Take warning by
me, who am suddenly cut off in my prime, like a
flower of the field ; and God forgive you, Sir
Thomas, for suffering such poisonous trash to be
eaten at your table."

He was no sooner removed out of hearing than
the baronet abandoned himself to a violent fit of
laughing, in which he was joined by the greatest

part of the company; but we could hardly prevent
the good lady from going to undeceive the patient,

by discovering, that, while he slept, his waistcoat

had been straitened by the contrivance of the

surgeon ; and that the disorder in his stomach and
bowels was occasioned by some antimonial wine,
which he had taken over night, under the de-

nomination of plague-water. She seemed to think
that his apprehension might put an end to his life.

The knight swore he was no such chicken, but a

tough old rogue, that would live long enough to

plague all his neighbours. Upon inquiry we found
his character did not entitle him to much com-
passion or respect, and therefore we let our land-

lord's humour take its course. A clyster was
actually administered by an old woman of the
family, who had been Sir Thomas's nurse, and the
patient took a draught made of oxymel of squills

to forward the operation of the antimonial wine,
which had been retarded by the opiate of the pre-

ceding night. He was visited by the vicar, who
read prayers, and began to take an accouut of the

state of his soul, when those medicines produced
their effect : so that the parson was obliged to hold
his nose while he poured forth spiritual consolation

from his mouth. The same expedient was used by
the knight and me, who, with the doctor, entered
the chamber at this juncture, and found Frogmore
enthroned on an easing-chair. under the pressure of

3 St
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a double evacuation. The short intervals betwixt

every heave he employed in crying for mercy,

confessing his sins, or asking the vicar's opinion of

his case ; and the vicar answered, in a solemn

snuffling tone, that heightened the ridicule of the

scene. The emetic having done its office, the

doctor interfered, and ordered the patient to be put

in bed again. When he examined the egcsta, and

felt his pulse, he declared that much of the virus

was discharged ;
and, giving him a composing

draught, assured him he had good hopes of his

recovery. This welcome hint he received with

tears of* joy in his eyes, protesting, that, if he

should recover, he would always think himself

indebted for his life to the great skill and tender-

ness of his doctor, whose hands he squeezed with

great fervour ; and thus he was left to his repose.

We were pressed to stay dinner, that we might

be witnesses of his resuscitation ; but my uncle

insisted upon our departing before noon, that we
might reach tnis town before it should be dark. In

the mean time, Lady Bulford conducted us into the

garden to see a fish pond, just finished, which Mr.

Bramble censured as being too near the parlour,

where the knight now sat by himself, dozing in an

elbow chair, after the fatigues of his morning
achievement. In this situation he reclined, with

his feet wrapped in flannel, and supported in a line

with his body, when the door flying open with a

violent shock, Lieutenant Lismahago rushed into

the room, with horror in his looks, exclaiming, "A
mad dog ! a mad dog !" and throwing up the window
sash, leaped into the garden. Sir Thomas, waked by
this tremendous exclamation, started up, and for-

getting his gout, followed the lieutenant's example

by a kind of instinctive impulse. He not only

bolted through the window like an arrow from a

bow, but ran up to his middle in the pond before he

gave the least sign of recollection. Then the captain

began to bawl, " Lord have mercy upon us ! pray

take care of the gentleman !—for God's sake mind
your footing, my dear boy !—get warm blankets

—

comfort his poor carcase—warm the bed in the

green room."
Lady Bulford was thunderstruck at this phe-

nomenon, and the rest of the company gazed in

silent astonishment, while the servants hastened to

assist their master, who suffered himself to be carried

back into the parlour without speaking a word.

Being instantly accommodated with dry clothes

and flannels, comforted with a cordial, and replaced

in statu quo, one of the maids was ordered to chafe

his lower extremities, an operation in consequence

of which his senses seemed to return, and his good

humour to revive. As we had followed him into the

room, he looked at every individual in his turn, with

a certain ludicrous expression in his countenance,

but fixed his eye in particular upon Lismahago,

who presented him with a pinch of snuff ; and when
he took it in silence, " Sir Thomas Bulford," said

he, " I am much obliged to you for all your favours,

and some of them I have endeavoured to repay in

your own coin." " Give me thy hand," cried the

baronet :
" thou hast indeed paid me scot and lot

;

and even left a balance in my hands, for which, in

presence of this company, I promise to be account-

able." So saying, he laughed very heartily, and
even seemed to enjoy the retaliation which had
been exacted at his own expense ; but Lady Bulford

looked very grave ; and, in all probability, thought

the lieutenant had carried his resentment too far,

considering that her husband was valetudinary—
but. according to the proverb, he that will play at

boivls must expect to meet with rubbers.

I have seen a tame bear, very diverting when
properly managed, become a very dangerous w ild

beast when teazed for the entertainment of the

spectators. As for Lismahago, he seemed to think

the fright and the cold bath would have a good
effect upon his patient's constitution ; but the

doctor hinted some apprehension that the gouty
matter might, by such a sudden shock, be repelled

from the extremities, and thrown upon some of the

more vital parts of the machine. I should be very
sorry to see this prognostic verified upon our face-

tious landlord, who told Mrs. Tabitha at parting,

that he hoped she would remember him in the

distribution of the bride's favours, as he had taken

so much pains to put the captain's parts and mettle

to the proof. After all, I am afraid our squire will

appear to be the greatest sufferer by the baronet's

wit ; for his constitution is by no means calculated

for night alarms. He has yawned and shivered

all day, and gone to bed without supper ; so that,

as we have got into good quarters, I imagine we
shall make a halt to-morrow ; in which case, you
will have at least one day's respite from the per-

secution of

Oct. 3. J. MELFORD.

To Mrs. Mart Jones, at Brambkton-hall.

Dear Mart,—Miss Liddy is so good as to un-

close me in a kiver as fur as Gloster, and the carrier

will bring it to hand, God send us all safe to

Monmouthshire, for I'm quite jaded with rambling.

'Tis true saying, live and learn. O woman, what
chuckling and changing have I seen!—Well, there's

nothin sartin in this world—Who would have

thought that mistriss, after all the pains taken for

the good of her prusias sole, would go for to throw

away her poor body ? that she would cast the heys

of infection upon such a carrying crow as Lashmy-
hago ! as old as Mathewsullin, as dry as a red

herring, and as pore as a starved veezel—O Molly!

hadst thou seen him come down the ladder, in a

shurt so scanty, that it could not kiver his naked-

ness ! The young squire called him Dunquickset

;

but he looked for all the world like Cradoc-ap-

Morgan, the ould tinker that suffered at Abergany
for stealing of kettle. Then he's a profane scuffle,

and, as Mr. Clinker says, no better than an imp-

fiddle, continually playing upon the pyebill, and

the new burth. I doubt he has as little manners as

money ; for he can't say a civil word, much more

make me a present of a pair of gloves for good

will ; but he looks as if he wanted to be very

foreward and familiar. O! that ever a gentle-

woman of years and discretion should tare her air,

and cry, and disporridge herself for such a nub-

jack ! as the song goes

—

" I vow she would fain have a burd
That bids sucli a price for an owl."

But, for sartin, he must have dealt with some

Scotch musician to bring her to this pass ; as for

me, I put my trust in the Lord, and I have got a

slice of witch-elm sowed in the gathers of my
under petticoat ; and Mr. Clinker assures me that,

by the new light of grease, I may defy the devil

and all his works ; but I nose what I nose. If mis-

tress should take up with Lashmyhago, this is no

sarvice for me. Thank God, there's not want of
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places, and if I want for one thing, I would—but,

no mutter. Madam Baynar's woman has twenty
good pounds a-year and parquisites, and dresses

like a parson of distinkson. I dined with her and
the valey de shambles, with hags and golden jack-

ets ; but there was nothing kimfittahle to eat, being

as how they live upon board, and having nothing

but a piss of could cuddling tart and some blaman-
gey, I was tuck with the cullick, and a murcy it

was that mistress had her viol of assings in the cox.

But, as I was saying, I think for sartin this match
will go iorewood ; for things are come to a creesus,

and I have seen with my own heys such smuggling
—but I scorn for to exclose the secrets of the fa-

mily ; and if it wance comes to marrying, who nose

but the frolic may go round. I believes as how Miss
Liddy would have no reversion if her swan would
appear; and you would be surprised, Molly, to re-

ceive a bride's fever from your humble sarvant ; but

this is all suppository, dear girl, and I have sullenly

promised to Mr. Clinker, that neither man, woman,
nor child, shall no that arrow said a civil thing to

me in the way of infection. I hopes to drink your
health at Branibleton-hall, in a horn of October, be-

fore the month be out. Pray let my bed be turned

once a-day, and the windore opened, while the

weather is dry ; and burn a few billets with some
brush in the footman's garret, and see their mat-
trash be dry as a bone ; for both our gentlemen
have got a sad could by lying in damp shits at Sir

Tummus Ballfart's. No more at present, but my
service to Saul and the rest of our fellow-sarvants,

being Dear Mary Jones, always yours,

Oct. 4. WIN. JENKINS.

To Miss L^etitia Willis, at Gloucester.

My dear Letty,—This method of writing to

you from time to time, without aDy hopes of an

answer, affords me, I own, some ease and satisfac-

tion in the midst of my disquiet, as it in some de-

gree lightens the burden of affliction ; but it is at

best a very imperfect enjoyment of friendship, be-

cause it admits of no return of confidence and good
counsel. I would give the whole world to have

your company for a single day. I am heartily tired

of this itinerant way of life. I am quite dizzy with

a perpetual succession of objects
;
besides, it is im-

possible to travel such a length of way, without

being exposed to inconveniences, dangers, and dis-

agreeable accidents, which prove very grievous to

a poor creature of weak nerves like me, and make
me pay very dear for the gratification of my cu-

riosity.

Nature never intended me for the busy world ; I

long for repose and solitude, where I can enjoy that

disinterested friendship which is not to be found

among crowds, and indulge those pleasing reveries

that shun the hurry and tumult of fashionable so-

ciety. Unexperienced as I am in the commerce of

life, I have seen enough to give me a disgust to the

generality of those who carry it on ; there is such

malice, treachery, and dissimulation, even among
professed friends and intimate companions, as can-

not fail to strike a virtuous mind with horror ; and
when vice quits the stage for a moment, her place

is immediately occupied by folly, which is often too

serious to excite any thing but compassion. Per-

haps I ought to be silent on the foibles of my poor

aunt ; but with you, my dear Willis, I have no
secrets ; and truly her weaknesses are such as can-

not be concealed. Since the first moment we arrived
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at Bath, she has been employed constantly iu

spreading nets for the other sex ; and at length slit

has caught a superannuated lieutenant, who is in a
fair way to make her change her name. My uncle
and my brother seem to have no objection to this

extraordinary match, which, I make no doubt, will

afford abundance of matter of conversation and
mirth ; for my part, I am too sensible of my own
weaknesses to be diverted with those of other
people. At present I have something at heart that

employs my whole attention, and keeps my mind
in the utmost terror and suspense.

Yesterday, in the forenoon, as I stood with my
brother at the parlour window of an inn where we
had lodged, a person passed a-horseback, whom,
gracious Heaven! I instantly discovered to be Wil-
son! He wore a white riding coat, with the cap
buttoned up to his chin ; looked remarkably pale,

and passed at a round trot, without seeming to ob-
serve us ; indeed he could not see us, for there was
a blind that concealed us from the view. You may
guess how I was affected at this apparition. The
light forsook my eyes, and I was seized with such
a palpitation and trembling that I could not stand.

I sat down upon a couch, and strove to compose
myself, that my brother might not perceive my
agitation ; but it was impossible to escape his prying
eyes. He had observed the object that alarmed me,
and doubtless knew him at the first glance. He now
looked at me with a stern countenance, then he ran
out into the street, to see what road the unfortunate

horseman had taken. He afterwards despatched his

man for farther intelligence, and seemed to medi-
tate some violent design. My uncle being out of
order, we remained another night at the inn ; and
all day long Jerry acted the part of an indefatigable

spy upon my conduct ; he watched my very looks
with such eagerness of attention, as if he would
have penetrated into the inmost recesses of my
heart. This may he owing to his regard for my
honour, if it is not the effect of his own pride ; but
he is so hot, and violent, and unrelenting, that the

sight of him alone throws me into a flutter ; and
really it will not be in my power to afford hitn any
share of my affection, if he persists in persecuting

me at this rate. I am afraid he has formed some
scheme of vengeance, which will make me com-
pletely wretched ! I am afraid he suspects some
collusion from this appearance of Wilson. Good
God! did he really appear ! or was it only a phan-
tom, a pale spectre to apprize me of his death !

0 Letty, what shall I do ? where shall I turn for

advice and consolation? shall I implore the pro-
tection of my uncle, who has been always kind and
compassionate ?— this must be my last resource. I
dread the thoughts of making him uneasy, and
would rather suffer a thousand deaths than live the

cause of dissension in the family. I cannot per-

ceive the meaning of Wilson's coming hither
;
per-

haps he was in quest of us, in order to disclose his

real name and situation ; but wherefore pass without
staying to make the least inquiry ? My dear Willis,

I am lost in conjecture ; I have not closed an eye
since I saw him. All night long have I been tossed

about from one imagination to another. The reflec-

tion finds no resting-place. I have prayed, and
sighed, and wept plentifully. If this terrible sus-

pense continues much longer, I shall have another
fit of illness, and then the whole family will be in

confusion. If it was consistent with the wise pur-
poses of Providence, would I were in my grave

;

3 ji 2
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but it is my duty to be resigned. My dearest Letty,

excuse my 'weakness, excuse tbese blots ;
my tears

fall so fast that I cannot keep the paper dry ; yet I

ought to consider that I have as yet no cause to

despair ; but I am such a faint-hearted timorous

creature

!

Thank God, my uncle is much better than he

was yesterday ; he is resolved to pursue our journey

straight to Wales. I hope we shall take Gloucester

in our way ; that hope cheers my poor heart : I

shall once more embrace my best beloved Willis,

and pour all my griefs into her friendly bosom.

0 Heaven I is it possible that such happiness is re-

served for The dejected and forlorn

October 4. LYD1A MELFORD.

To Sir Watklv Phillips, Bart, of Jesus College,

Oxon.

DearWatkln,—I yesterday met with an incident

which I believe you will own to be very surprising.

As I stood with Liddy at the window of the inn where

we had lodged, who should pass by but Wilson

a-horseback? I could not be mistaken in the person,

for I had a full view of him as he advanced ; I

plainly perceived by my sister's confusion that she

recognised him at the same time. I was equally

astonished and incensed at his appearance, which I

could not but interpret into an insult, or something

irorse. I ran out at the gate, and, seemg him turn

the corner of the street, I despatched my servant

to observe his motions, but the fellow was too late

to bring me that satisfaction. He told me, how-
ever, that there was an inn, called the Red Lion,

at that end of the town, where he supposed the

horseman had alighted, but that he would not in-

quire without farther orders. I sent him back
immediately to know what strangers were in the

house, and he returned with a report that there was
one Mr. Wilson lately arrived. In consequence of

this information, I charged him with a note directed

to that gentleman, desiring him to meet me in half

an hour, in a certain field at the town's end, with a

case of pistols, in order to decide the difference

which could not be determined at our last ren-

counter ; but I did not think proper to subscribe

the billet. My man assured me he had delivered

it into his own hand ; and that, having read it, he

declared he would wait upon the gentleman at the

place and time appointed.

M'Alpine being an old soldier, and luckily sober

at the time, I entrusted him with my secret. I or-

dered him to be within call ; and, having given him
a letter to be delivered to my uncle in case of acci-

dent, I repaired to the rendezvous, which was an

enclosed field at a little distance from the highway.
1 found my antagonist had already taken his ground,
wrapped in a dark horseman's coat, with a laced

hat flapped over his eyes : but what was my as-

tonishment, when, throwing off this wrapper, he
appeared to be a person whom I had never seen

before ! He had one pistol stuck in a leather belt,

and another in his hand ready for action, and, ad-
vancing a few steps, called to know if I was ready; I

answered " No," and desired a parley
;
upon which

he turned the muzzle of his piece towards the earth,

then replaced it in his belt, and met me half way.
"\\ hen I assured him he was not the man I expected
to meet, he said, it might be. so; that he had received
a slip of paper directed to Mr. Wilson, requesting
him to come hither ; and that, as there was no

other in the place of that name, he naturally con
eluded the note was intended for him, and him
only. I then gave him to understand that I had
been injured by a person who assumed that

name, which person I had actually seen within the

hour, passing through the street on horseback ;

that hearing there was a Mr. Wilson at the Eed
Lion, I took it for granted he was the uian, and
in that belief had writ the billet ; and I expressed

my surprise, that he, who was a stranger to me and
my concerns, should give me such a rendezvous,

without taking the trouble to demand a previous

explanation. He replied, that there was no other

of his name in the whole country ; that no such
horseman had alighted at the Red Lion since nine

o'clock, when he arrived ; that having had the

honour to serve his Majesty, he thought he could

not decently decline any invitation of this kind,

from what quarter soever it might come ; and that,

if any explanation was necessary, it did not belong

to him to demand it, but to the gentleman who
summoned him into the field. Vexed as I was at

this adventure, I could not help admiring the cool-

ness of this officer, whose open countenance pre-

possessed me in his favour. He seemed to be turned

of forty; wore his own short black hair, which
curled naturally about his ears, and was very plain

in his apparel. When I begged pardon for the

trouble I had given him, he received my apology

with great good humour. He told me that he lived

about ten miles off, at a small farm house, which
would afford me tolerable lodging, if I would come
and take the diversion of hunting with him for a

few weeks ; in which case, we might perhaps find

out the man who had given me offence. I thanked

him very sincerely for his courteous offer, which,

I told him, I was not at liberty to accept at present,

on account of my being engaged in a family party

;

and so we parted, with mutual professions of good-

will and esteem.

Now tell me, dear knight, what am I to make of

this singular adventure ? Am I to suppose that the

horseman I saw was really a thing of flesh and

blood, or a bubble that vanished into air; or

must I imagine Liddy knows more of the matter

than she chooses to disclose ? If I thought her

capable of carrying on any clandestine correspon-

dence with such a fellow, I should at once discard

all tenderness, and forget that she was connected

with me by the ties of blood. But how is it pos-

sible that a girl of her simplicity and inexperience

should maintain such an intercourse, surrounded,

as she is with so many eyes, destitute of all oppor-

tunity, and shifting quarters every- day of her life?

Besides, she has solemnly promised—No, I can't

think the girl so base, so insensible to the honour

of her family. What disturbs me chiefly is the

impression which these occurrences seem to make
upon her spirits. These are the symptoms from
which I conclude that the rascal has still a hold on

her affection—surely I have a right to call him a

rascal, and to conclude that his designs are in-

famous ; but it shall be my fault if he does not one

day repent his presumption. I confess I cannot

think, much less write on this subject with any

degree of temper or patience ; I shall therefore

conclude with telling you, that we hope to be in

Wales by the latter end of the month ; but before

that period you will probably hear again from

Your affectionate,

October 4. J. MELFORD
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To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart., at Oxon.

Dear Phillips,—When I wrote you by last

post, I did not imagine I should be tempted to

trouble you again so soon ; but I now sit down with
a heart so full, that it cannot contain itself; though
I am under such agitation of spirits, that you are
to expect neither method nor connexion in this

address. We have been this day within a hair's-

breadth of losing honest Matthew Bramble, in con-
sequence of a cursed accident, which I will endea-
vour to explain. In crossing the country to get
into the post-road, it was necessary to ford a river,

and we that were a-borseback passed without any
danger or difficulty ; but a great quantity of rain
having fallen last night and this morning, there
was such an accumulation of water, that a mill-head
gave way, just as the coach was passing under it,

and the flood rushed down with such impetuosity,
as first floated, and then fairly overturned the car-

riage in the middle of the stream. Lismahago and
I, and the two servants, alighting instantaneously,

ran into the river to give all the assistance in our
power. Our aunt, Mrs. Tabitha, who had the good
fortune to be uppermost, was already half way out
of the coach window, when her lover approaching,
disengaged her entirely

; but, whether his foot

slipped, or the burthen was too great, they fell over
head and ears in each other's arms. He endea-
voured more than once to get up, and even to dis-

entangle himself from her embrace, but she hung
about his neck like a millstone (no bad emblem of
matrimony) ; and if my man had not proved a
staunch auxiliary, those two lovers would in all

probability have gone hand in hand to the shades
below. For my part, I was too much engaged to

take any cognizance of their distress. I snatched
out my sister by the hair of the head, and, dragging
her to the bank, recollected that my uncle had not
yet appeared. Pushing again into the stream, I met
Clinker haling ashore Mrs. Jenkins, who looked like

a mermaid with her hair dishevelled about her ears

;

but, when I asked if his master was safe,he forthwith
shook her from him, and she must have gone to pot,

if a miller had not seasonably come to her relief.

As for Humphry, he flew like lightning to the
coach, that was by this time filled with water, and,
diving into it, brought up the poor squire, to all

appearance deprived of life. It is not in my power
to describe what I felt at this melancholy spectacle.

It was such an agony as baffles all description

!

The faithful Clinker, taking him up in his arms,
as if he had been an infant of six months, carried
him ashore, howling most piteously all the way,
and I followed him in a transport of grief and con-
sternation. When he was laid upon the grass, and
turned from side to side, a great quantity of water
ran out at his mouth, then he opened his eyes, and
fetched a deep sigh. Clinker, perceiving these

signs of life, immediately tied up his arm with a
garter, and, pulling out a horse-fleam, let him blood
in the farrier style. At first a few drops only
issued from the orifice ; but the arm being chafed,

in a little time the blood began to flow in a con-
tinued stream ; and he uttered some incoherent
words, which were the most welcome sounds that

ever saluted my ear. There was a country inn

hard by, the landlord of which had by this time
come with his people to give their assistance.

Thither my uncle being carried, was undressed,

and put to bed, wrapped in warm blankets ; but

having been moved too soon, he fainted away, and
once more lay without sense or motion, notwith-
standing all the efforts of Clinker and the landlord,
who bathed his temples with Hungary-water, and
held a smelling-bottle to his nose. As I had heard
of the efficacy of salt in such cases, I ordered all

that was in the house to be laid under his head and
body

; and whether this application had the desired
effect, or Nature of herself prevailed, he, in less

than a quarter of an hour, began to breathe regu-
larly, and soon retrieved his recollection, to the
unspeakable joy of all the bystanders. As for
Clinker, his brain seemed to be affected. He
laughed and wept, and danced about in such a
distracted manner, that the landlord very judi-
ciously conveyed him out of the room. My uncle,
seeing me dropping wet, comprehended the whole
of what had happened, and asked if all the com-
pany was safe. Being answered in the affirmative,

he insisted upon my putting on dry clothes ; and
having swallowed a little warm wme, desired he
might be left to his repose. Before I went to shift

myself, I inquired about the rest of the family. I
found Mrs. Tabitha still delirious from her fright,

discharging very copiously the water she had swal-
lowed. She was supported by the captain, distil-

ling drops from his uncurled periwig, so lank and
so dank, that he looked like father Thame without
his sedges, embracing Isis, while she cascaded in
his urn. Mrs. Jenkins was present also, in a loose-

bed-gown, without either cap or handkerchief;
but she seemed to be as little compos mentis as her
mistress, and acted so many cross purposes in the
course of her attendance, that, between the two,
Lismahago had occasion for all his philosophy.
As for Liddy, I thought the poor girl would have
actually lost her senses. The good woman of the
house had shifted her linen, and put her into bed

;

but she was seized with the idea that her uncle had
perished, and, in this persuasion, made a dismal
outcry ; nor did she pay the least regard to what
I said, when I solemnly assured her he was safe.

Mr. Bramble hearing the noise, and being informed
of her apprehension, desired she might be brought
into his chamber ; and she no sooner received this

intimation, than she ran thither half naked, with
the wildest expression of eagerness in her coun-
tenance. Seeing the squire sitting up in the bed,

she sprung forwards, and throwing her arms about
his neck, exclaimed, in a most pathetic tone, " Are
you—are you indeed my uncle—my dear uncle !

—

my best friend !—my father ! Are you really

living ? or is it an illusion of my poor brain ?"

Honest Matthew was so much affected, that he
could not help shedding tears, while he kissed her
forehead, saying, " My dear Liddy, I hope I shall

live long enough to show how sensible I am of your
affection. But your spirits are fluttered, child

—

you want rest—go to bed and compose yourself
—

"

" Well, I will," she replied ;
" but still methinks

this cannot be real. The coach was full of water

—

my uncle was under us all. Gracious God !—you
was under water—how did you get out ? Tell me
that ; or I shall think this is all a deception." " In
what manner I was brought out, I know as little

as you do, my dear," said the squire :
" and truly

that is a circumstance of which I want to be in-

formed." I would have given him a detail of the
whole adventure, but he would not hear me until

I should change my clothes ; so that I had only
time to tell him, that he owed his life to the courage
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and fidelity of Clinker; and having given him this

hint, I conducted my sister to her own chamber.
This accident happened about three o'clock in

the afternoon, and in little more than half an hour

the hurricane was all over ; but as the carriage was

found to be so much damaged, that it could not

proceed without considerable repairs, a blacksmith

and wheelwright were immediately sent for to the

next market-town, and we congratulated ourselves

upon being housed at an inn, which, though remote

from the post-road, afforded exceeding good lodg-

ing. The women being pretty well composed, and,

the men all afoot, my uncle sent for his servant,

and, in the presence of Lismahago and me, ac-

costed him in these words—" So, Clinker, I find

you are resolved I shan't die by water. As you
have fished me up from the bottom at your own
risk, you are at least entitled to all the money that

was in my pocket, and there it is." So saying, he

presented him with a purse containing thirty

guineas, and a ring nearly of the same value.

" God forbid!" cried Clinker—" your honour shall

excuse me. I am a poor fellow ; hut I have a

heart. 0 ! if your honour did but know how I re-

joiced to see—blessed be his holy name, that made
me the humble instrument—but as for the lucre of

gain, I renounce it—I have done no more than my
duty—no more than I would have done for the

most worthless of my fellow-creatures—no more
than I would have done for Captain Lismahago, or

Archer II'Alpine, or any sinner upon earth—but

for your worship, I would go through fire as well

as water." " I do believe it, Humphry," said the

squire ; " but as you think it was your duty to save

my life at the hazard of your own, I think it is

mine to express the sense I have of your extraor-

dinary fidelity and attachment. I insist upon your

receiving this small token of my gratitude ; but

don't imagine that I look upon this as an adequate

recompense for the service you have done me. I

have determined to settle thirty pounds a-year upon

you for life ; and I desire these gentlemen will bear

-witness to this my intention, of which I have a

memorandum in my pocket-book." " Lord make
me thankful for all these mercies !" cried Clinker,

sobbing ;
" I have been a poor bankrupt from the

beginning. Your honour's goodness found me
when I was—naked—when I was—sick and for-

lorn—I understand your honour's looks— I would

not give offence—but my heart is very full—and

if your worship won't give me leave to speak—

I

must vent it in prayers to Heaven for my bene-

factor." When he quitted the room, Lismahago
said, he should have a much better opinion of his

honesty, if he did not whine and cant so abomi-

nably ; but that he had always observed those

weeping and praying fellows were hypocrites at

hottom. Mr. Bramble made no reply to this sar-

castic remark, proceeding from the lieutenant's

resentment of Clinker's having, in pure simplicity

of heart, ranked him with M'Alpine and the

sinners of the earth. The landlord being called to

receive some orders about the beds, told the squire,

that his house was very much at his service, but he
was sure he should not have the honour to lodge

him and his company. He gave us to understand,

that his master, who lived hard by, would not suffer

us to be at a public-house, when there was accom-
modation for us at his own ; and that, if he had not
dined abroad in the neighbourhood, he would have
undoubtedly come to offer his services at our first

arrival. He then launched out in praise of that

gentleman, whom he had served as butler, repre-

senting him as a perfect miracle of goodness

and generosity. He said he was a person of great

learning, and allowed to be the best farmer in the

country—that he had a lady who was as much be-

loved as himself, and an only son, a very hopeful

young gentleman, just recovered from a dangerous

fever, which had like to have proved fatal to the

•whole family ;
for, if the son had died, he was sure

the parents would not have survived their loss.

He had not yet finished the encomium of Sir. Den-
nison, when this gentleman arrived in a post-

chaise, and his appearance seemed to justify all

that had been said in his favour. He is pretty

well advanced in years, but hale, robust, and

florid, with an ingenuous countenance, expressive

of good sense and humanity. Having condoled

with us on the accident which had happened,

he said he was come to conduct us to his

habitation, where we should he less incommoded
than at such a paltry inn, and expressed his hope

that the ladies would not be the worse for going

thither in his carriage, as the distance was not

above a quarter of a mile. My uncle having made
a proper return to this courteous exhibition, eyed

him attentively, and then asked if he had not been

at Oxford, a commoner of Queen's College. When
Mr. Dennison answered, " Yes," with some marks

of surprise. " Look at me, then," said our squire,

" and let us see if you can recollect the features of

an old friend, whom you have not seen these forty

years." The gentleman, taking him by the hand,

and gazing at him earnestly, "I protest!" cried

he, " I do think I recall the idea of Matthew Lloyd

of Glamorganshire, who was student of Jesus."

" Well remembered, my dear friend Charles Den-

nison !" exclaimed my uncle, pressing him to his

breast, " I am that very identical Matthew Lloyd

of Glamorgan." Clinker, who had just entered the

room with some coals for the fire, no sooner heard

these words, than, throwing down the scuttle on

the toes of Lismahago, he began to caper as if he

was mad, crying, " Matthew Lloyd of Glamorgan !

—O Providence !—Matthew Lloydof Glamorgan !"

Then, clasping my uncle's knees, he went on in this

manner. " Your worship must forgive me

—

Matthew Lloyd of Glamorgan !—0 Lord, ?ir !—
I can't contain myself!—I shall lose my senses—"
" Nay, thou hast lost them already, I believe," said

the squire, peevishly ;
" prithee, Clinker, be quiet

—What is the matter?" Humphry, fumbling in

his bosom, pulled out an old wooden snuff-box,

which he presented in a great trepidation to his

master, who, opening it immediately, perceived a

small cornelian seal, and two scraps of paper. At
sight of these articles he started, and changed

colour, and casting his eye upon the inscriptions,

" Ha !—how !—what !—where !" cried he, " is the

person here named !

—"—Clinker, knocking his

own breast, could hardly pronounce these words

—

« Here—here—here is Matthew Lloyd, as the cer-

tificate showeth—Humphry Clinker was the name

of the farrier that took me 'prentice." " And who
gave you these tokens ?" said my uncle, hastily.

" My poor mother on her death-bed," replied the

other. " And who was your mother? " " Dorothy

Twyford, an' please your honour, heretofore bar-

keeper at the Angel at Chippenham."—"And why-

were not these tokens produced before?" My
mother told me she had wrote to Glamorganshire,
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at the time of my birth, but had no answer ; and

that afterwards, when she made inquiry, there was

no such person in that county." " And so, in con-

sequence of my changing my name, and going

abroad at that very time, thy poor mother and thou

have been left to want and misery. I am really

shocked at the consequence of my own folly."

Then, laying his hand on Clinker's head, he ad-

ded, " Stand forth, Matthew Lloyd. You see,

gentlemen, how the sins of my youth rise up in

judgment against me. Here is my direction writ-

ten with my own hand, and a seal which I left at

the woman's request ; and this is a certificate of the

child's baptism, signed by the curate of the parish."

The company were not a little surprised at this

discovery ; upon which Mr. Dennison facetiously

congratulated both the father and the son : for

my part, I shook my new-found cousin heartily by

the hand ; and Lismahago complimented him with

the tears in his eyes, for he had been hopping

about the room, swearing in broad Scotch, and

bellowing with the pain occasioned by the fall

of the coal-scuttle upon his foot. He had even

vowed to drive the saul out of the body of that

mad rascal ; but, perceiving the unexpected turn

which things had taken, he wished him joy of his

good fortune, observing that it went very near his

heart, as he was like to be a great toe out of

pocket by the discovery. Mr. Dennison now de-

sired to "know for what reason my uncle had

changed the name by which he knew him at Ox-

ford ; and our squire satisfied him, by answering

to this effect. " I took my mother's name, which

was Lloyd, as heir to her lands in Glamorganshire ;

but, when I came of age, I sold that property, in

order to clear my paternal estate, and resumed my
real name ; so that I am now Matthew Bramble of

Brambleton-hall, in Monmouthshire, at your ser-

vice ; and this is my nephew, Jeremy Melford

of Belfield, in the county of Glamorgan." At
that instant the ladies entering the room, he pre-

sented Mrs. Tabitha as his sister, and Liddy as his

niece. The old gentleman saluted them very

cordially, and seemed struck with the appearance of

my sister, whom he could not help surveying with

a mixture of complacency and surprise. " Sister,"

said my uncle, " there is a poor relation that re-

commends himself to your good graces. The

quondam Humphry Clinker is metamorphosed into

Matthew Lloyd, and claims the honour of being

your carnal kinsman. In short, the rogue proves

to be a crab of my own planting, in the days of

hot blood and unrestrained libertinism." Clinker

had by this time dropped upon one knee, by the

side of Mrs. Tabitha, who, eyeing him askance, and

flirting her fan with marks of agitation, thought

proper, after some conflict, to hold out her hand for

him to kiss, saying, with a demure aspect, " Bro-

ther, you have been very wicked; but I hope

you'll live to see the folly of your ways. I am

verj sorry to say, the young man, whom you have

this day acknowledged, has more grace and reli-

gion, by the gift of God, than you with all your

profane learning, and repeated opportunity. I do

think he has got the trick of the eye, and the tip

of the nose of my uncle Lloyd of Flluydwellin ;

and, as for the long chin, it is the very moral ol

the governor's. Brother, as you have changed

his name, pray change his dress also ;
that livery

doth not become any person that hath got our

blood in his veins." Liddy seemed much pleased

with this acquisition to the family. She took him
by the hand, declaring she should always be proud

to own her connexion with a virtuous young man,
who had given so many proofs of his gratitude and
affection to her uncle. Mrs. Winifred Jenkins,

extremely fluttered between her surprise at this

discovery, and the apprehension of losing her

sweetheart, exclaimed in a giggling tone, "I wish

you joy, Mr. Clinker—Floyd, I would say—hi, hi,

hi !—you'll be so proud, you won't look at your

poor fellow-servants, oh, oh, oh !" Honest Clinker

owned he was overjoyed at his good fortune,

which was greater than he deserved. "But where-

fore should I be proud ?" said he ;
" a poor object,

conceived in sin, and brought forth in iniquity,

nursed in a parish workhouse, and bred in a smithy.

Whenever I seem proud, Mrs. Jenkins, I beg of

you to put me in mind of the condition I was in

when I first saw you between Chippenham and
Marlborough."
When this momentous affair was discussed to

the satisfaction of all parties concerned, the wea-

ther being dry, the ladies declined the carriage ;

so that we walked all together to Mr. Dennison's

house, where we found the tea ready prepared by
his lady, an amiable matron, who received us with

all the benevolence of hospitality. The house is

old fashioned and irregular, but lodgeable and

commodious. To the south it has the river in

front, at the distance of a hundred paces ; and on

the north there is arising ground, covered with an

agreeable plantation ; the greens and walks are

kept in the nicest order, and all is rural and ro-

mantic. I have not yet seen the young gentle-

man, who is on a visit to a friend in the neigh-

bourhood, from whose house he is not expected

till to-morrow.

In the mean time, as there is a man going to the

next market-town with letters for the post, I take

this opportunity to send you the history of this

day, which has been remarkably full of adven-

tures ; and you will own I give you them like a

beef-steak at Dolly's, hot and hot, without cere-

mony and parade, just as they come from the re-

collection of yours,

J. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Dick,—Since the last trouble 1 gave you,_

I have met with a variety of incidents, some of

them of a singular nature, which I reserve as a

fund for conversation ; but there are others so in-

teresting, that they will not keep in petto till

meeting.
Know then, it was a thousand pounds to a six-

pence, that you should now be executing my will,

instead of perusing my letter! Two days ago,

our coach was overturned in the midst of a rapid

river, where my life was saved with the utmost

difficulty, by the courage, activity, and presence of

mind of my servant Humphry Clinker. But this

is not the most surprising circumstance of the ad-

venture. The said Humphry Clinker proves to

be Matthew Lloyd, natural son of one Matthew

Lloyd of Glamorgan, if you know any such per-

son You see, doctor, that notwithstanding all

your philosophy, it is not without some reason

that we Welshmen ascribe such energy to the

force of blood. But we shall discuss this point on

some future occasion.
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This is not the only discovery which I made in

consequence of our disaster. We happened to be
wrecked upon a friendly shore. The lord of the

manor is no other than Charles . Dennison, our
fellow-rake at Oxford. We are now happily housed
with that gentleman, who has really attained to that

pitch of rural felicity at which I have been aspiring

these twenty years in vain. He is blesssed with a

consort whose disposition is suited to his own in all

respects
;
tender, generous, and benevolent. She,

moreover, possesses an uncommon share of under-
standing, fortitude, and discretion, and is admirably
qualified to be his companion, confidant, counsellor,

and coadjutrix. These excellent persons have an
only son, about nineteen years of age, just such a

youth as they could have wished that Heaven would
bestow, to fill up the measure of their enjoyment.
In a word, they know no other allay to their hap-

piness, but their apprehension and anxiety about

the life and concerns of their beloved object.

Our old friend, who had the misfortune to be a
second brother, was bred to the law, and even
called to the bar ; but he did not find himself quali-

fied to shine in that province, and had very little

inclination for his profession. He disobliged his

father by marrying for love, without any considera-

tion of fortune; so that he had little or nothing to

depend upon for some years but his practice, which
afforded him a bare subsistence ; and the prospect
of an increasing family began to give him disturb-

ance and disquiet. In the meantime, his father

dying, was succeeded by his elder brother, a fox-

hunter and a sot, who neglected his affairs, insulted

aud oppressed his servants, and in a few years had
well nigh ruined the estate, when he was happily
carried off by a fever, the immediate consequence
of a debauch. Charles, with the approbation of his

wife, immediately determined to quit business, and
retire into the country, although this resolution was
strenuously and zealously opposed by every indi-

vidual whom he consulted on the subject. Those
who had tried the experiment assured him, that he
could not pretend to breathe in the country for less

than the double of what his estate produced
;
that,

in order to be upon the footing of a gentleman, he
would be obliged to keep horses, hounds, carriages,

with a suitable number of servants, and maintain
an elegant table for the entertainment of his neigh-
bours ; that farming was a mystery known only to

those who had been bred up to it from the cradle,

the success of it depending not only upon skill and
industry, but also upon such attention and economy
as no gentleman could be supposed to give or
practise

; accordingly, every attempt made by
gentlemen miscarried, and not a few had been
ruined by their prosecution of agriculture. Nay,
they affirmed, that he would find it cheaper to buy
hay and oats for his cattle, and to go to market for

poultry, eggs, kitchen herbs, and roots, and every
the most inconsiderable article of housekeeping,
than to have those articles produced on his own
ground.

These objections did not deter Mr. Dennison, be-
cause they were chiefly founded upon the supposi-
tion that he would be obliged to lead a life of
extravagance and dissipation, which he and his

consort equally detested, despised, and determined
to avoid. The objects he had in view were, health
of body, peace of mind, and the private satisfaction
of domestic quiet, unallayed bv actual want, and
uninterrupted by the fears of indigence. He was

very moderate in his estimate of the necessaries,

and even of the comforts of life. He required no-
thing but wholesome air, pure water, agreeable
exercise, plain diet, convenient lodging, and decent
apparel. He reflected that, if a peasant, without
education, or any great share of natural sagacity,

could maintain a large family, and even become
opulent, upon a farm for which he paid an annual
rent of two or three hundred pounds to the land-

lord, surely he himself might hope for some success
from his industry, having no rent to pay, but on the

contrary, three or four hundred pounds a year to

receive. He considered that the earth was an in-

dulgent mother, that yielded her fruits to all her
children without distinction. He had studied the

theory of agriculture with a degree of eagerness
and delight ; and he could not conceive there was
any mystery in the practice but what he should be
able to disclose by dint of care and application.

With respect to household expense, he entered into

a minute detail and investigation, by which he per-

ceived the assertions of his friends were altogether

erroneous. He found he should save sixty pounds
a year in the single article of house-rent, and as

much more in pocket-money and contingencies

;

that even butchers' meat was twenty per cent,

cheaper in the country than in London ; but that

poultry, and almost every other circumstance of

housekeeping, might be had for less than one-half

of w hat they cost in town ; besides a considerable

saving on the side of dress, in being delivered from
the oppressive imposition of ridiculous modes in-

vented by ignorance, and adopted by folly.

As to the danger of vyeing with the rich in pomp
and equipage, it never gave him the least disturb-

ance. He was now turned of lorty, and having
lived half that time in the busy scenes of life, was
well skilled in the science of mankind. There can-

not be in nature a more contemptible figure than
that of a man who, with five hundred a year, pre-

sumes to rival in expense a neighbour who pos-

sesses five times that income. His ostentation, far

from concealing, serves only to discover his indi-

gence, and render his vanity the more shocking ; for

it attracts the eyes of censure, and excites the spirit

of inquiry. There is not a family in the county,

nor a servant in his own house, nor a farmer in the

parish, but what knows the utmost farthing that

his lands produce ; and all these behold him with

scorn or compassion. I am surprised that these re-

flections do not occur to persons in this unhappy
dilemma, and produce a salutary effect. But the

truth is, of all the passions incident to human
nature, vanity is that which most effectually per-

verts the faculties of the understanding
;
nay, it

sometimes becomes so incredibly depraved, as to

aspire at infamy, and find pleasure in bearing the

stigmas of reproach.

I have now given you a sketch of the character

and situation of Mr. Dennison, when he came down
to take possession of this estate ; but as the mes-
senger, who carries the letters to the next town, is

just setting off, I shall reserve what further I have

to say on this subject till the next post, when jou
shall certainly hear from yours always,

Oct. 8. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Dr. Lewis.
Once more, dear Doctor, I resume the pen for

your amusement. It was on the morning after our

arrival, that, walking out with my friend Mr. Den-
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nison, 1 could not help breaking forth into the

warmest expressions of applause at the beauty of

the scene, which is really enchanting ; and I signi-

fied, in particular, how much I was pleased with the

disposition of some detached groves, that afforded

at once shelter and ornament to his habitation.

"When I took possession of these lands, about

two-and-twenty years ago," said he, " there was not

a tree standing within a mile of the house, except

those of an old neglected orchard, which produced

nothing but leaves and moss. It was in the gloomy
month of November when I arrived, and found the

house in such a condition, that it might have been
justly styled the tower of desolation. The court-

yard was covered with nettles and docks, and the

garden exhibited such a rank plantation of weeds

as I had never seen before ; the window-shutters

were falling in pieces—the sashes broken, and owls

and jackdaws had taken possession of the chimneys.

The prospect within was still more dreary. All

was dark and damp, and dirty beyond description

—the rain penetrated into several parts of the roof

—in some apartments, the very floors had given

way—the hangings were parted from the walls,

and shaking in mouldy remnants—the glasses were

dropping out of their frames—the family pictures

were covered with dust—and all the chairs and

tables worm-eaten and crazy. There was not a bed

in the house that could be used, except one old-

fashioned machine with a high gilt tester, and

fringed curtains of yellow mohair, which had been,

for aught I know, two centuries in the family. In

short, there was no furniture but the utensils of the

kitchen ; and the cellar afforded nothing but a few

empty butts and barrels, that stunk so abominably,

that I would not suffer any body to enter it, until

I had flashed a considerable quantity of gunpowder

to qualify the foul air within.

" An old cottager and his wife, who were hired

to lie in the house, had left it with precipitation,

alleging, among other causes of retreat, that they

could not sleep for frightful noises, and that my
" poor brother certainly walked atter his death. In

a word, the house appeared uninhabitable ; the barn,

stable, and out-houses were in ruins, all the fences

broken down, and the fields lying waste.

"The farmer who kept the key, never dreamed

I had any intention to live upon the spot. He rented

a farm of sixty pounds, and his lease was just

expiring. He had formed a scheme of being ap-

pointed bailiff to the estate, and of converting the

house and the adjacent grounds to his own use. A
hint of his intention I received from the curate at

my first arrival ; I therefore did not pay much
regard to what he said by way of discouraging me
from coming to settle in the country ; but I was a

little startled when he gave me warning, that he

should quit the farm at the expiration of his lease,

unless I would abate considerably in the rent.

" At this period I accidentally became acquainted

with a person, whose friendship laid the foundation

of all mv prosperity. In the next market town, I

chanced "to dine at an inn with a Mr. Wilson, who

was lately come to settle in the neighbourhood. He
had been lieutenant of a man of war ; but quitted

the sea in some disgust, and married the only

daughter of farmer Bland, who lives in this parish,

and has acquired a good fortune in the way of

husbandry. Wilson is one of the best-natured men

I ever knew ;
brave, frank, obliging, and ingenuous.

He liked my conversation ; I was charmed with his

liberal manner. An acquaintance immediately
commenced, and this was soon improved into a
friendship without reserve. There are characters,

which, like similar particles of matter, strongly

attract each other. He forthwith introduced me to

his father-in-law, farmer Bland, who was well ac-
quainted with every acre of my estate, of conse-
quence well qualified to advise me on this occasion.

Finding I was inclined to embrace a country life,

and even to amuse myself with the occupations of
farming, he approved of my design. He gave me
to understand that all my farms were underlet; that

the estate was capable of great improvement ; that

there was plenty of chalk in the neighbourhood

;

and that my own ground produced excellent marl
for manure. With respect to the farm, which was
like to fall into my hands, he said he would wil-

lingly take it at the present rent ; but at the same
time, owned, that if I would expend two hundred
pounds in enclosures, it would be worth more than
double the sum.
"Thus encouraged, I began the execution of my

scheme without farther delay, and plunged into a
sea of expense, though I had no fund in reserve,

and the whole produce of the estate did not exceed
three hundred pounds a year. In one week my
house was made weather-tight, and thoroughly
cleansed from top to bottom ; then it was well

ventilated, by throwing all the doors and windows
open, and making blazing fires of wood in every
chimney from the kitchen to the garrets. The
floors were repaired, the sashes new glazed, and,

out of the old furniture of the whole house, I made
shift to fit up a parlour and three chambers, in a
plain, yet decent manner. The court-yard was
cleared of weeds and rubbish, and my friend Wil-
son charged himself with the dressing of the garden.

Bricklayers were set at work upon the barn and
stable ; and labourers engaged to restore the fences,

and begin the work of hedging and ditching, under
the direction of farmer Bland, at whose recom-
mendation I hired a careful hind to lie in the house,

and keep constant fires in the apartments.
" Having taken these measures, I returned to

London, where I forthwith sold off my household

furniture, and in three weeks from my first visit,

brought my wife hither to keep her Christmas. Con-
sidering the gloomy season of the year, the dreari-

ness of the place, and the decayed aspect cf our

habitation, I was afraid that her resolution would
sink under the sudden transition from a town life

to such a melancholy state of rustication ; but I was
agreeably disappointed. She found the reality less

uncomfortable than the picture I had drawn. By
this time, indeed, things were mended in appearance.

The out-houses had risen out of their ruins ; the

pigeon-house was rebuilt, and replenished by Wil-
son, who also put my garden in decent order, and
provided a good stock of poultry, which made an

agreeable figure in my yard; and the house, on the

whole, looked like the habitation of human crea-

tures. Farmer Bland spared me a milch cow for

my family, and an ordinary saddle-horse for my
servant to go to market at the next town. I hired

a country lad for a footman ; the hind's daughter
was my house-maid; and my wife had brought a
cook-maid from London.
"Such was my family when I began housekeeping

in this place, with three hundred pounds in my
pocket, raised from the sale of my superfluous

furniture. I knew we should find occupation enough
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through the day to employ our time ; but I dreaded

the long winter evenings; yet for these too we
found a remedy. The curate, who was a single

man, soon became so naturalized to the family, that

lie generally lay in the house, and his company was
equally agreeable and useful. He was a modest

man, a good scholar, and perfectly well qualified to

instruct me in such country matters as I wanted to

know. Mr. Wilson brought his wife to see us, and

she became so fond of Mrs. Dennison, that she said

she was never so happy as when she enjoyed the

benefit of her conversation. She was then a fine

buxom country lass, exceedingly docile, and as

good-natured as her husband Jack Wilson ; so that

a friendship ensued among the women, which hath

continued to this day.

"As for Jack, he hath been my constant com-
panion, counsellor, and commissary. I would not

for a hundred pounds you should leave my honse

without seeing him ;—Jack is an universal genius

—his talents are really astonishing. He is an ex-

cellent carpenter, joiner, and turner, and a cunning

artist in iron and brass. He not only superintended

my economy, but also presided over my pastimes.

He taught me to brew beer, to make cider, perry,

mead, usquebaugh, and plague-water ; to cook
several outlandish delicacies, such as ollas, pepper-

pots, pillaivs, corys, chabobs, and stuffatas. He un-

derstands all manner of games, from chess down to

chuck-farthing, sings a good song, plays upon the

violin, and dances a hornpipe with surprising agility.

He and I walked, and rode, and hunted, and fished

together, without minding the vicissitudes of the

weather ; and I am persuaded, that in a raw, moist

climate, like this of England, continual exercise is

as necessary as food to the preservation of the in-

dividual. In the course of two-and-twenty years,

there has not been one hour's interruption or abate-

ment in the friendship subsisting between Wilson's

family and mine ; and, what is a rare instance of

good fortune, that friendship is continued to our

children. His son and mine are nearly of the same
age and the same disposition ; they have been bred

up together at the same school and college, and
love each other with the warmest affection.

" By Wilson's means, I likewise formed an ac-

quaintance with a sensible physician, who lives in

the next market town ; and his sister, an agreeable

old maiden, passed the Christmas holidays at our

house. Meanwhile I began my farming with great

eagerness, and that very winter planted these groves

that please you so much. As for the neighbouring

gentry, I had no trouble from that quarter during

my first campaign
; they were all gone to town

before I had settled in the country ; and by the

summer, I had taken measures to defend myself
from their attacks. When a gay equipage came to

jny gates, I was never at home ; those who visited

me in a modest way, I received ; and according to

the remarks I made on their characters and con-

versation, either rejected their advances, or returned

their civility. I was in general despised among the

fashionable company, as a low fellow, both in breed-

ing and circumstances ;
nevertheless, I found a few

individuals of moderate fortune, who gladly adopted
my style of living ; and many others would have
acceded to our society, had they not been prevented
by the pride, envy, and ambition of their wives and
daughters. Those, in times of luxury and dissipa-

tion, are the rocks upon which all the small estates

in the country are wrecked.

" I reserved in my own hands some acres of

ground adjacent to the house, for making experi-

ments in agriculture, according to the directions of

Ly!e, Tull, Hart, Duhamel, and others, who have
written on this subject ; and qualified their theory
with the practicable observations of farmer Eland,

who was my great master in the art of husbandry. In

short, I became enamoured of a country life ; and
my success greatly exceeded my expectation. I
drained bogs, burned heath, grubbed up furze and
fern ; I planted copse and willows where nothing

else would grow ; I gradually enclosed all my
farms, and made such improvements, that my estate

now yields me clear twelve hundred pounds a year.

All this time my wife and I have enjoyed uninter-

rupted health, and a regular flow of spirits, except

on a very few occasions, when our cheerfulness was
invaded by such accidents as are inseparable from
the condition of life. I lost two children in their

infancy, by the small-pox, so that I have one son

only, in whom all our hopes are centered. He went
yesterday to visit a friend, with whom he has staid

all night, but he will be here to dinner. I shall

this day have the pleasure of presenting him to you
and your family ; and I flatter myself you will find

him not altogether unworthy of your affection.

" The truth is, either I am blinded by the par-

tiality of a parent, or he is a boy of a very amiable

character ; and j et his conduct has given us un-

speakable disquiet. You must know, we had pro-

jected a match between him and a gentleman's

daughter in the next county, who will in all pro-

bability be heiress of a considerable fortune ; but it

seems, he had a personal disgust to the alliance.

He was then at Cambridge, and tried to gain time

on various pretences ; but being pressed in letters,

by his mother and me, to give a definitive answer,

he fairly gave his tutor the slip, and disappeared

about eight months ago. Before he took this rash

step, he wrote me a letter, explaining his objections

to the match, and declaring that he would keep
himself concealed until he should understand that

his parents would dispense with his contracting an

engagement that must make him miserable for

life ; and he prescribed the form of advertising in

a certain newspaper, by which he might be ap-

prized of our sentiments on this subject.

" You may easily conceive how much we were
alarmed and afflicted by this elopement, which he

had made without dropping the least hint to his

companion Charles Wilson, who belonged to the

same college. We resolved to punish him with

the appearance of neglect, in hopes that he would

return of his own accord ; but he maintained his

purpose till the young lady chose a partner for

herself ; then he produced himself, and made his

peace by the mediation of Wilson. Suppose we
should unite our families by joining him with your

niece, who is one of the mo^t lovely creatures I

ever beheld. My wife is already as fond of her as

if she were her own child, and I have a presenti-

ment that my son will be captivated by her at first

sight." "Nothing could be more agreeable to all

our family," said I, " than such an alliance ; but

my dear friend, candour obliges me to tell you that

I am afraid Liddy's heart is not wholly disengaged.

There is a cursed obstacle " " You mean the

young stroller at Gloucester," said he. " You are

surprised that I should know this circumstance

;

but you will be more surprised when I tell you that

stroller is no other than my son George Dennison

;
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that was the character he assumed in his eclipse."

" I am, indeed, astonished and overjoyed," cried I,

" and shall be happy beyond expression to see your

proposal take effect."

He then gave me to understand, that the young
gentleman, at his emerging from concealment, had
disclosed his passion for Miss Melford, the niece

of Mr. Bramble of Monmouthshire. Though Mr.

Dennison little dreamed that this was his old friend

Matthew Lloyd, he nevertheless furnished his son

with proper credentials ; and he had been at Bath,

London, and many other places in quest of us, to

make himself and his pretensions known. The had

success of his inquiry had such an effect upon his

spirits, that, immediately at his return, he -was

seized with a dangerous fever, which overwhelmed

his parents with terror and affliction ; but he is

now happily recovered, though still weak and dis-

consolate. My nephew joining us in our walk, I

informed him of these circumstances, with which

he was wonderfully pleased. He declared he would

promote the match to the utmost of his power, and

that he longed to embrace young Mr. Dennison as

his friend and brother. Meanwhile, the father

went to desire his wife to communicate this dis-

covery gradually to Liddy, that her delicate nerves

might not suffer too sudden a shock ; and I im-

parted the particulars to my sister Tabby, who
expressed some surprise, not altogether unmixed, I

believe, with an emotion of envy ; for, though she

could have no objection to an alliance at once so

honourable and advantageous, she hesitated in

giving her consent on pretence of the youth and

inexperience of the parties: at length, however,

she acquiesced, in consequence of having consulted

with Captain Lisfnahago.

Mr. Dennison took care to be in the way when

his son arrived at the gate, and without giving him

time or opportunity to make any inquiry about the

strangers, brought him up stairs to be presented to

Mr. Lloyd and his family. The first person he

saw when he entered the room, was Liddy, who,

notwithstanding all her preparation, stood trembling

in the utmost confusion. At sight of this object,

he was fixed motionless to the floor, and, gazing at

her with the utmost eagerness of astonishment, ex-

claimed, " Sacred heaven ! what is this !—ha !

—

wherefore " Here his speech failing, he stood

straining his eyes, in the most emphatic silence.

" George," said his father, " this is my friend Mr.

Lloyd." Roused at this intimation, he turned and

received my salute, when I said, " Young gentle-

man, if you had trusted me with your secret at

our last meeting, we should have parted upon

better terms." Before he could make any answer,

Jerry came round and stood before him with open

arms. At first, he started and changed colour;

but, after a short pause, he rushed into his em-

brace, and they hugged one another as if they had

been intimate friends from their infancy. Then

he paid his respects to Mrs. Tabitha, and ad-

vancing to Liddy, " Is it possible," cried he, " that

my secses do not play me false ! that I see Miss

Melford under my father's roof! that I am per-

mitted to speak to her without giving offence !

and that her relations have honoured me with

their countenance and protection?" Liddy blushed,

and trembled, and faltered :—" To be sure, sir," said

she, "it is a very surprising circumstance—a great

—a providential—I really know not what I say, but

I beg you will think I have said what's agreeable."

Mrs. Dennison interposing, said, " Compose your-

selves, my dear children ; your mutual happiness

shall be our peculiar care." The sou going up to

his mother, kissed one hand ; my niece bathed the

other with her tears ; and the good old lady pressed

them both in their turns to her breast. The lovers

were too much affected to get rid of their embar-

rassment for one day; but the scene was much
enlivened by the arrival of Jack Wilson, who
brought, as usual, some game of his own killing.

His honest countenance was a good letter of re-

commendation. I received him like a dear friend

after a long separation ; and I could not help

wondering to see him shake Jerry by the hand as

an old acquaintance. They had, indeed, been ac-

quainted some days, in consequence of a diverting

incident, which I shall explain at meeting. That

same night a consultation was held upon the con

cerns of the lovers, when the match was formally

agreed to, and all the marriage articles were set-

tled without the least dispute. My nephew and I

promised to make Liddy's fortune five thousand

pounds. Mr. Dennison declared, he would make
over one half of his estate immediately to his son,

and that his daughter-in-law should be secured in

a jointure of four hundred. Tabby proposed, that

considering their youth, they should undergo one

year at least of probation, before the indissoluble

knot should be tied; but the young gentleman

being very impatient and importunate, and the

scheme implying that the young couple should live

in the house under the wings of his parents, we
resolved to make them happy without farther

delav.

As the law requires that the parties should be

some weeks resident in the parish, we shall stay

here till the ceremony is performed. Mr. Lisma-

hago requests that he may take the benefit of the

same occasion ; so that next Sunday the banns will

be published for all four together. I doubt I shall

not be able to pass my Christmas with you at

Brambleton-hall. Indeed, I am so agreeably situ-

ated in this place, that I have no desire to shift my
quarters ; and I foresee, that when the day of sepa-

ration comes, there will be abundance of sorrow on

all sides. In the meantime, we must make the

most of those blessings which Heaven bestows.

Considering how you are tethered by your pro-

fession, I cannot hope to see you so far from home

,

yet the distance does not exceed a summer day's

journey, and Charles Dennison, who desires to be

remembered to you, would be rejoiced to see his

old compotator ; but as I am now stationary, I ex-

pect regular answers to the epistles of,

Yours invariably,

October 11. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Sir Watkjn Phillips, Bart, at Oxon.

Dear Wat,—Every day is now big with inci-

dent and discovery. Young Mr. Dennison proves

to be no other than that identical person whom I

have execrated so long under the name of Wilson.

He had eloped from college at Cambridge, to avoid

a match that he detested, and acted in different

parts of the country as a stroller, until the lady in

question made choice of a husband for herself;

then he returned to his father, and disclosed his

passion for Liddy, which met with the approbation

of his parents, though the father little imagined

that Mr. Bramble was his old companion Matthew
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Lloyd. The young gentleman being empowered
to make honourable proposals to my uncle and me,
had been in search of us all over England -without

effect ; and he it was whom I had seen pass on
horseback by the window of the inn, where I stood

with my sister, but he little dreamed that we were
in the house. As for the real Mr. Wilson, whom
1 called forth to combat, by mistake, he is the

neighbour and intimate triend of old Mr. Denni-
son, and this connexion had suggested to the son
the idea of taking that name while he remained in

obscurity.

You may easily conceive what pleasure I must
have felt on discovering that the honour of our
family was in no danger from the conduct of a

sister whom I love with uncommon affection
;

that,

instead of debasing her sentiments and views to a
wretched stroller, she had really captivated the

heart of a gentleman, her equal in rank, and
superior in fortune ; and that, as his parents ap-

proved of his attachment, I was on the eve of
acquiring a brother-in-law so worthy of my friend-

ship and esteem. George Dennison is, without all

question, one of the most accomplished young
fellows in England. His person is at once elegant
and manly, and his understanding highly culti-

vated. Though his spirit is lofty, his heart is

kind ; and his manner so engaging, as to command
veneration and love, even from malice and in-

difference. When I weigh my own character with
his, I am ashamed to find myself so light in the

balance ; but the comparison excites no envy—

I

propose him as a model for imitation— I have
endeavoured to recommend myself to his friend-

ship, and hope I have already found a place in his

affection. I am, however, mortified to reflect what
flagrant injustice we every day commit, and what
absurd judgment we form, in viewing objects

through the falsifying medium of prejudice and
passion. Had you asked me a few days ago the

picture of Wilson the player, I should have drawn
a portrait very unlike the real person and character

of George Dennison. Without all doubt, the

greatest advantage acquired in travelling and pe-

rusing mankind in the original, is that of dispelling

those shameful clouds that darken the faculties of

the miud, preventing it from judging with candour
and precision.

The real Wilson is a great original, and the best

tempered companionable man I ever knew. I
question if ever he was angry or low-spirited in his

life. He makes no pretensions to letters ; but he
is an adept in every thing else that can be either

useful or entertaining. Among other qualifications,

he is a complete sportsman, and counted the best

shot in the county. He and Dennison, and Lis-

mahago and I, attended by Clinker, went a shoot-

ing yesterday, and made great havoc among the

partridges. To-morrow we shall take the field

against the woodcocks and snipes. In the evening
we dance and sing, or play at commerce, loo, and
quadrille.

Mr. Dennison is an elegant poet, and has written
some detached pieces on the subject of his passion
for Liddy, which must be very flattering to the
vanity of a young woman. Perhaps he is one of
the greatest theatrical geniuses that ever appeared.
He sometimes entertains us with reciting favourite
speeches from our best plays. We are resolved to

convert the great hall into a theatre, and get up
the Beaux Stratagem without delay. I think I

shall make no contemptible figure in the character

of Scrub; and Lismahago will be very great in

Captain Gibbet. Wilson undertakes to entertain

the country people with Ha-lequin Skeleton, for

which he has got a jacket ready painted with his

own hand.

Our society is really enchanting. Even the

severity of Lismahago relaxes, and the vinegar of

Mrs. Tabby is remarkably dulcified ever since it

was agreed that she should take the precedency of
her niece in being first noosed. For, you must
know, the day is fixed for Liddy's marriage ; and
the banns for both couples have been already once
published in the parish church. The captain

earnestly begged that one trouble might serve for

all, and Tabitha assented with a vile affectation of

reluctance. Her inamorata, who came hither very
slenderly equipped, has sent for his baggage to

London, which, in all probability, will not arrive

in time for the wedding ; but it is of no great con-

sequence, as every thing is to be transacted with

the utmost privacy. Meanwhile, directions are

given for making out the contracts of marriage,

which are very favourable for both females. Liddy
will be secured in a good jointure ; and her aunt

will remain mistress of her own fortune, except

one half of the interest, which her husband shall

have a right to enjoy for his natural life. I think

this is as little in conscience as can be done for a

man who yokes with such a partner for life.

These expectants seem to be so happy, that if

Mr. Dennison had an agreeable daughter, I be-

lieve I should be for making the third couple in

this country dance. The humour seems to be in-

fectious; for Clinker, alias Lloyd, has a month's
mind to play the fool in the same fashion with

Mrs. Winifred Jenkins. He has even sounded me
on the subject ; but I have given him no encourage-

ment to prosecute this scheme. I told him I

thought he might do better, as there was no en-

gagement nor promise subsisting ; that I did not

know what designs my uncle might have formed
for his advantage ; but I was of opinion, that he
should not at present run the risk of disobliging

him by any premature application of this nature.

Honest Humphry protested, he would suffer death

sooner than say or do any thing that should give

offence to the squire ; but he owned he had a

kindness for the young woman, and had reason to

think she looked upon him with a favourable eye

;

that he considered this mutual manifestation of

good will as an engagement understood, which

ought to be binding to the conscience of an honest

man ; and he hoped the squire and I would be of

the same opinion, when we should be at leisure to

bestow any thought about the matter. I believe he

is in the right ; and we shall find time to take his

case into consideration. You see we are fixed for

some weeks at least ; and as you have had a long

respite, I hope you will begin immediately to dis-

charge the arrears due to your affectionate

October 14. J. MELFORD.

To Miss Ljetitia Willis, at Gloucester.

My dear dear Letty,—Never did I sit down
to write in such agitation as I now feel. In the

course of a few days, we have met with a number
of incidents so wonderful and interesting, that all

my ideas are thrown into confusion and perplexity

You must not expect cither method or coherence
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in what I am going to relate, my dearest Willis.

Since my last, the aspect of affairs is totally

changed '.—and so changed ! but I would fain give

you a regular detail. In passing a river, about

eight days ago, our coach was overturned, and
some of us narrowly escaped with life. My uncle

had well nigh perished. O Heaven, I cannot re-

flect upon that circumstance without horror. I

should have lost my best friend, my father and
protector, but for the resolution and activity of his

servant Humphry Clinker, whom Providence really

seems to have placed near him for the necessity of

this occasion. I would not be thought supersti-

tious; but surely he acted from a stronger impulse

than common fidelity. Was it not the voice of

nature that loudly called upon him to save the

life of his own father ?—for, O Letty, it was dis-

covered that Humphry Clinker was my uncle's

natural son.

Almost at the same instant, a gentleman, who
came to offer us his assistance, and invite us to his

house, turned out to be a very old friend of Mr.

Bramble. His name is Mr. Dennison, one of the

worthiest men living, and his lady is a perfect saint

upon earth. They have an only son ; who do you
think is this only son ? 0 Letty ! O gracious

Heaven ! how my heart palpitates, when I tell you,

that this only son of Mr. Dennison, is that very

identical youth, who, under the name of Wilson,

has made such ravage in my heart ! Yes, my dear

friend ! Wilson and I are now lodged in the same
house, and converse together freely. His father

approves of his sentiments in my favour ; his

mother loves me with all the tenderness of a parent

;

my uncle, my aunt, and my brother, no longer op-

pose my inclinations ; on the contrary, they have

agreed to make us happy without delay, and, in

three weeks or a month, if" no unforeseen accident

intervenes, your friend Lydia Melford, will have

changed her name and condition. I say, if no

accident intervenes, because such a torrent of success

makes me tremble ! I wish there may not be

something treacherous in this sudden reconciliation

of fortune ; I have no merit, I have no title to such

felicity ! Far from enjoying the prospect that lies

before me, my mind is harassed with a continued

tumult, made up of hopes and wishes, doubts and

apprehensions. I can neither eat nor sleep, and

my spirits are in perpetual flutter. I more than

ever feel that vacancy in my heart, which your

presence alone can fill. The mind, in every dis-

quiet, seeks to repose itself on the bosom of a

friend ; and this is such a trial as I really know not

how to support without your company and counsel

;

I must therefore, dear Letty, put your friendship to

the test. I must beg you will come and do the

last offices of maidenhood to your companion Lydia

Melford.

This letter goes enclosed in one to our worthy

governess, from Mrs. Dennison, entreating her to

interpose with your mamma, that you may be al-

lowed to favour us with your company on this

occasion ; and I flatter myself that no material ob-

jection can be made to our request. The distance

from hence to Gloucester does not exceed one

hundred miles, and the roads are good. Mr.

Clinker, alias Lloyd, shall be sent over to attend

your motions. It' you step into the post-chaise,

with your maid Betty Barker, at seven in the morn-

ing, you will arrive by four in the afternoon at the

half-way house, where there is goorl accommodation.

There you shall be met by my brother and myself
who will next day conduct you to this place, where
I am sure you will find yourself perfectly at your
ease in the midst of an agreeable society. Hear
Letty, I will take no refusal ; if you have any
friendship, any humanity, you will come. I desire

that immediate application may be made to your
mamma, and that the moment her permission is

obtained, you will apprize your ever faithful,

Oct. 14.
" LYDIA MtLFORD.

To Mrs. Jermyn, at her house in Gloucester.

Dear Madam,—Though I am not so fortunate

as to be favoured with an answer to the letter with

which I troubled you in the spring, I still flatter

myself that you retain some regard for me and my
concerns. I am sure the care and tenderness with
which I was treated, under your roof and tuition,

demand the warmest returns of gratitude and af-

fection on my part, and these sentiments, I hope, I

shall cherish to my dying day. At present I think

it my duty to make you acquainted with the happy
issue of that indiscretion by which I incurred your
displeasure ! Ah ! Madam, the slighted Wilson
is metamorphosed into George Dennison, only

son and heir of a gentleman, whose character is

second to none in England, as you may understand

upon inquiry. My guardians, my brother, and I,

are now in his house, and an immediate union of

the two young families is to take place in the per-

sons of the young gentleman and your poor Lydia
Melford. You will easily conceive how embarrass-

ing this situation must be to a young unexperienced

creature like me, of weak nerves and strong ap-

prehensions, and how much the presence of a friend

and confidant would encourage and support me on

this occasion. You know that, of all the young
ladies, Miss Willis was she that possessed the

greatest share of my confidence and affection, and,

therefore, I fervently wish to have tiie happiness

of her company at this interesting crisis.

Mrs. Dennison, who is the object of universal

love and esteem, has, at my request, written to you
on this subject, and I now beg leave to reinforce her

solicitation. My dear Mrs. Jermyn ! my ever

honoured governess ! let me conjure you by that

fondness which once distinguished your fa-

vourite Liddy ! by that benevolence of heart,

which disposes you to promote the happiness of

your fellow creatures in general ! lend a favour-

able ear to my petition, and use your influence

with Letty's mamma, that my most earnest desire

may be gratified. Should I be indulged in this

particular, I will engage to return her safe, and

even to accompany her to Gloucester, where, if

you will give me leave, I will present to you, under

another name, dear Madam, your most affectionate

humble servant, and penitent,
LYDIA MELFORD.

To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Brambleton-haJl.

O Mary Jones ! Mary Jones !—I have met
with so many axidents, surprisals, and terrifications,

that I am in a perfect fantigo, and believe I shall

never be my own self again. Last week I was
dragged out of a river like a drowned rat, and lost

a bran new nightcap, with a sulfur stay-hook, that

cost me a good half a crown, and an odd shoe of

green gallow-monkey, besides wetting my clothes,

and taring my smuck, and an ugly gash made in

the back part of my thy, by the stump of a tree.



910 THE EXPEDITION OF

To be sure, Mr. Clinker tuck me out of the cox,

but he left me on my back in the water, to go to

the squire, and I mought have had a watry grave,

if a miliar had not brought me to the dry land. But
O ! what choppings and changes, girl. The player

man that came after Miss Liddy, and frightened

me with a beard at Bristol Well, is now matthew-
murphy'd into a fine young gentleman, son and

hare of Squire Dollison. We are all together in the

same house, and ail parties have agreed to the

match, and in a fortnite the surrymony will be

performed.

But this is not the only wedding we are to have,

Mistriss is resolved to have the same frolick, in the

naam of God ! Last Sunday in the parish crutch,

if my own ars may be trusted, the clerk called the

banes of marridge betwixt Opaniah Lashmeheygo
and Tapitha Bramble, spinster ; he mought as well

have called her inkle-weaver, for she never spun an

hank of yarn in her life. Young Squire Dollison

and Miss Liddy make the second kipple, and there

might have been a turd, but times are changed with

Mr. Clinker. O Molly ! what do'st think ? Mr.
Clinker is found to be a pye-blow of our own
squire, and his right naam is Mr. Mattew Loyd,
(thof God he nose how that can be,) and he is now
out of livery, and wares rufiles ; but I new him
when he was out at elbows, and had not a rag to

kiver his pistereroes, so he need not hold his head so

high. He is for sartin very umble and compleasant,

and purtests as how he has the same regard as

before, but that he is no longer his own master, and
cannot portend to marry without the squire's con-

sent ; he says we must wait with patience, and trust

to Providence, and such nonsense. But if so be as

how his regard be the same, why stand shilly shally?

Why not strike while the iron is hot, and speak to

the squire without loss of time ? What subjection

can the squire make to our coming together ?

Thof my father wan't a gentleman, my mother was
an honest woman. I did'nt come on the wrong
side of the blanket, girl. My parents were married
according to the rights ofholy mother crutch, in the

face of men and angels. Mark that, Mary Jones.

Mr. Clinker, (Loyd I would say,) had best look

to his tackle. There be other chaps in the market,

as the saying is. What would he say if I should

except the soot and sarvice of the young squire's

valley ? Mr. Machappy is a gentleman born, and
has been abroad in the wars. He has a world of

buck learning, and speaks French, and Ditch, and
Scotch, and all manner of outlandish lingos ; to be
sure he's a little the worse for the ware, and is

much given to drink, but then he's good-tempered
in his liquor, and a prudent woman mought wind
him about her finger. But I have no thoughts of

him, I'll assure you, I scorn for to do, or to say, or

to think anything that mought give umbreech to

Mr. Loyd, without furder occasion. But then I

have such vapours, Molly ; I sit and cry by myself,

and take ass of etida, and smill to burnt fathers

and kindal-snuffs ; and I pray constantly lor grease,

that I may have a glimpse of the new light, to

show me the way through this wretched veil of

tares. And yet I want for nothing in this family
of love, where every sole is so kind and so courteous,

that wan would think they are so many saints in

haven. Dear Molly, I recommend myself to your
prayers, being, with my sarvice to Saul,

Your ever loving and discounselled friend,

Oct. 14. , WIN JENKINS.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Dick,—You cannot imagine what pleasure

I have in seeing your hand-writing, after such a

long cessation on your side of our correspondence.

Yet, Heaven knows, I have often seen your hand-

writing with disgust—I mean when it appeared in

abbreviations of apothecary's Latin. I like your

hint of making interest for the reversion of the

collector's place for Lismahago, who is much
pleased with the scheme, and presents you with his

compliments and best thanks for thinking so kindly

of his concerns. The man seems to mend upon

further acquaintance. That harsh reserve, which

formed a disagreeable husk about his character,

begins to peel off in the course of our communi-
cation. I have great hopes that he and Tabby will

be as happily paired as any two draught animals in

the kingdom ; and I make no doubt, but that he

will prove a valuable acquisition to our little society,

in the article of conversation by the fireside in

winter.

Your objection to my passing this season of the

year at such a distance from home, would have

more weight if I did not find myself perfectly at my
ease where I am ; and my health so much improved,

that I am disposed to bid defiance to gout and

rheumatism. I begin to think I have put myself

on the superannuated list too soon, and absurdly

sought for health in the retreats of laziness. I am
persuaded, that all valetudinarians are too sedentary,

too regular, and too cautious. We should some-

times increase the motion of the machine, to unchg

the wheels of life ; and now and then take a plunge

amidst the waves of excess, in order to case-harden

the constitution. I have even found a change of

company as necessary as a change of air, to promote

a vigorous circulation of the spirits, which is the

very essence and criterion of good health.

Since my last, I have been performing the duties

of friendship, that required a great deal of exercise,

from which I hope to derive some benefit. Under-

standing, by the greatest accident in the world,

that Mr. Baynard's wife was dangerously ill of a

pleuritic fever, I borrowed Dennison's post-chaise,

and went across the country to his habitation,

attended only by Lloyd (quondam Clinker) on

horseback. As the distance is not above thirty

miles, I arrived about four in the afternoon, and,

meeting the physician at the door, was informed

that his patient had just expired. I was instantly

seized with a violent emotion ; but it was not grief.

The family being in confusion, I ran up stairs into

the chamber, where, indeed, they were all assembled.

The aunt stood wringing her hands in a state of

stupefaction of sorrow, but my friend acted all the

extravagancies of affliction. He held the body in

his arms, and poured forth such a lamentation,

that one would have thought he had lost the most

amiable consort, and valuable companion upon

earth.

Affection may certainly exist independent of

esteem ;
nay, the same object may be lovely in one

respect and detestable in another. The mind has a

surprising faculty of accommodating, and even

attaching itself in such a manner, by dint of use,

to things that are in their own nature disagreeable,

and even pernicious, that it cannot bear to be

delivered from them without reluctance and regret.

Baynard was so absorbed in his delirium, that he

did not perceive me when I entered, and desired
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one of the women to conduct the aunt into her
own chamber. At the same time, I begged the
tutor to withdraw the boy, who stood gaping in a
corner, very little affected with the distress of the
scene. These steps being taken, I waited till the
first violence of my friend's transport was abated,
then disengaged him gently from the melancholy
object, and led him by the hand into another
apartment

; though he struggled so hard, that I was
obliged to have recourse to the assistance of his

valet-de-chambre. In a few minutes, however, he
recollected himself, and folding me in his arms,
" This," cried he, " is a friendly office, indeed ! I
know not how ycu came hither, but I think Heaven
sent you to prevent my going distracted. O Mat-
thew ! I have lost my dear Harriet !—my poor,
gentle, tender creature, that loved me with such
warmth and purity of affection—my constant com-
panion of twenty years !—She's gone—she's gone
for ever ! Heaven and earth, where is she ?

—

Death shall not part us !"

So saying, he started up, and could hardly be
withheld from returning to the scene we bad
quitted. You will perceive it would have been
very absurd for me to argue with a man that talked
so madly. On all such occasions, the first torrent
of passion must be allowed to subside gradually.
I endeavoured to beguile his attention by start-

ing little hints, and insinuating other objects of
discourse imperceptibly ; and being exceedingly
pleased in my own mind at this event. I exerted
nryself with such an extraordinary flow of spirits

as was attended with success. In a few hours, he
was calm enough to hear reason, and even to own
that Heaven could not have interposed more
effectually to rescue him from disgrace and ruin.

That he might not, however, relapse into weak-
nesses for want of company, I passed the night in

his chamber, in a little tent-bed brought thither on
purpose ; and well it was that I took this pre-
caution, for he started up in bed several times, and
would have played the fool, if I had not been
present.

Next day he was in a condition to talk of business,
and vested me with full authority over his house-
hold, which I begau to exercise without loss of
time, though not before he knew and approved of
the scheme I had projected for his advantage. He
would have quitted the house immediately ; but
this retreat I opposed. Far from encouraging a
temporary disgust, which might degenerate into an
habitual aversion, I resolved, if possible, to attach

him more than ever to his household gods. I gave
directions for the funeral to be as private as was
consistent with decency ; I wrote to London that an
inventory and estimate might be made of the

furniture and effects in his town house, and gave
Eotice to the landlord, that Mr. Baynard should
quit the premises at Lady-day ; I set a person at

work to take an account of every thing in the

country-house, including horses, carriages, and
harness ; I settled the young gentleman at a
boarding-school, kept by a clergyman in the neigh-

bourhood, and thither he went without reluctance,

as soon as he knew that he was to be troubled no
more with his tutor, whom we dismissed. The
aunt continued very sullen, and never appeared at

table, though Mr. Baynard paid his respects to her
every day in her own chamber ; there also she

held conferences with the waiting women and
other servants of the family : but the moment her

niece was interred, she went away in a post-chaise
prepared for that purpose. She did not leave the
house, however, without giving Mr. Baynard to
understand, that the wardrobe of her niece was the
perquisite of her woman

; accordingly, that worth-
less drab received all the clothes, laces, and linen of
her deceased mistress, to the value of five hundred
pounds at a moderate computation.
The next step I took was to disband that legion

of supernumerary domestics, who had preyed so
long upon the vitals of my friend ; a parcel of idle

drones so intolerably insolent, that they even
treated their own master with the most contemp-
tuous neglect. They had been generally hired by
his wife, according to the recommendation of her
woman, and these were the only patrons to whom
they paid the least deference. I had therefore un-
common satisfaction in clearing the house of those
vermin. The woman of the deceased, and a
chambermaid, a valet-de-chambre, a butler, a French
cook, a master gardener, two footmen, and a coach-
man, I paid off, and turned out of the house im-
mediately, paying to each a month's wages in lieu

of warning. Those whom I retained consisted of
a female cook, who had been assistant to the

Frenchman, a housemaid, an old lackey, a postilion,

and under-gardener. Thus I removed at once a
huge mountain of expense and care from the

shoulders of my friend, who could hardly believe

the evidence of his own senses, when he found
himself so suddenly and so effectually relieved.

His heart, however, was still subject to vibrations

of tenderness, which returned at certain intervals,

extorting sighs and tears, and exclamations of grief

and impatience ; but these fits grew every day less

violent and less frequent, till at length his reason

obtained a complete victory over the infirmities of

his nature.

Upon an accurate inquiry into the state of his

affairs, I find his debts amount to twenty thousand
pounds, for eighteen thousand pounds of which
sum his estate is mortgaged ; and as he pays five

per cent, interest, and some of his farms are unoc-

cupied, he does not receive above two hundred
pounds a-year clear from his lands, over and above
the interest of his wife's fortune, which produced
eight hundred pounds annually. For lightening

this heavy burden, I devised the following expe-

dient. His wife's jewels, together with his super-

fluous plate and furniture in both houses, his horses

and carriages, which are already advertised to be
sold by auction, will, according to the estimate, pro-

duce two thousand five hundred pounds in ready
money, with which the debt will be immediately
reduced to eighteen thousand pounds. I have
undertaken to find him ten thousand pounds at

four per cent, by which means he will save one
hundred a-year in the article of interest, and per-

haps we shall be able to borrow the other eight

thousand on the same terms. According to his

own scheme of a country life, he says he can live

comfortably for three hundred pounds a-year
;
but,

as he has a son to educate, we will allow him five

hundred ; then there will be an accumulating fund
of seven hundred a-year, principal and interest, to

pay off the encumbrance ; and, I think, we may
modestly add three hundred on the presumption of
new-leasing and improving the vacant farms ; so

that, in a couple of years, I suppose there will be
above a thousand a-year appropriated to liquidate

a debt of sixteen thousand.



912 TILE EXPEDITION OF

We forthwith hegan to c.ass and set apart the

articles designed for sale, under the direction of an
upholder from London

; and, that nobody in the

house might be idle, commenced our reformation
without doors, as well as within. With Baynard's
good leave, I ordered the gardener to turn the

rivulet into its own channel, to refresh the fainting

Naiads, who had so long languished among moul-
dering roots, withered leaves, and dry pebbles.

The shrubbery is condemned to extirpation ; and
the pleasure ground will be restored to iis original

use of corn-field and pasture. Orders are given
for rebuilding the walls of the garden at the back
of the house, and for planting clumps of firs, inter-

mingled with beech and chesnut, at the east end,

which is now quite exposed to the surly blasts that

come from that quarter. All these works being
actually begun, and the house and auction left to

the care and management of a reputable attorney,

I brought Baynard along with me in the chaise,

and made him acquainted with Dennison, whose
goodness of heart would not fail to engage his

esteem and affection. He is indeed charmed with
our society in general, and declares that he never
saw the theory of true pleasure reduced to practice

before. I really believe it would not be an easy
task to find such a number of individuals assembled
under one roaf more happy than we are at present.

I must tell you, however, in confidence, I suspect

Tabby of tergiversation. I have been so long
accustomed to that original, that I know all the

caprices of her heart, and can often perceive her
desigDS while they are yet in embryo. She attached

herself to Lismahago for no other reason but that

she despaired of making a more agreeable conquest.

At present, if I am not much mistaken in my ob-

servation, she would gladly convert the widowhood
of Baynard to her own advantage. Since he ar-

rived, she has behaved very coldly to the captain,

and strove to fasten on the other's heart with the

hooks of overstrained civility. These must be the

instinctive efforts of her constitution, rather than
the effects of any deliberate design ; for matters
are carried to such a length with the lieutenant, that

she could not retract with any regard to conscience
or reputation. Besides, she will meet with nothing
but indifference or aversion on the side of Baynard,
who has too much sense to think of such a partner
at any time, and too much delicacy to admit a
thought of any such connexion at the present
juncture. Meanwhile I have prevailed upon her to

let him have four thousand pounds at four per cent,

towards paying off his mortgage. Young Dennison
has agreed that Liddy's fortune shall be appropri-
ated to the same purpose, on the same terms. His
father will sell out three thousand pounds stock for

his accommodation. Farmer Bland has, at the

desire of Wilson, undertaken for two thousand;
and I must make an effort to advance what farther
will be required to take my friend out of the hands of
the Philistines. He is so pleased with the improve-
ments made on this estate, which is all cultivated
like a garden, that he has entered himself as a pupil

in farming to Mr. Dennison, and resolved to attach
himself wholly to the practice of husbandry.
Every thing is now prepared for our double

wedding. The marriage articles for both couples
are drawn and executed ; and the ceremony only
waits until the parties shall have been resident in

the parish the term prescribed by law. Young
Dennison betrays some symptoms of impatience";

but Lismahago bears this necessary delay with the
temper of a philosopher. You must know, the
captain does not stand altogether on the foundation
of personal merit. Besides his half-pay, amounting
to two-and-forty pounds a-year, this indefatigable

economist has amassed eight hundred pounds,
which he has secured in the funds. This sum
arises partly from his pay's running up while he
remained among the Indians ; partly from what he
received as a consideration for the difference be-
tween his full appointment and the half-pay, to

which he is now restricted ; and partly from the

profits of a little traffic he drove in peltry, during
his sachemship among the Miamis.

Liddy's fears and perplexities have been much
assuaged by the company of one Miss Willis, who
had been her intimate companion at the boarding-
school. Her parents had been earnestly solicited

to allow her making this friendly visit on such an
extraordinary occasion ; and two days ago she

arrived with her mother, who did not choose that

she should come without a proper governante.

The young lady is very handsome, sprightly, and
agreeable, and the mother a mighty good sort of a

woman ; so that their coming adds considerably to

our enjoyment. But we shall have a third couple

yoked in the matrimonial chain. Mr. Clinker

Lloyd has made humble remonstrance, through the

channel of my nephew setting forth the sincere

love and affection mutually subsisting between
him and Mrs. Winifred Jenkins, and praying my
consent to their coming together for life. I would
have wished that Mr. Clinker had kept out of

this scrape ; but as the nymph's happiness is at

stake, and she has had already some fits in the

way of despondence, I, in order to prevent any
tragical catastrophe, have given him leave to play

the fool, in imitation of his betters ; and I suppose

we shall in time have a whole litter of his progeny
at Brambleton-hall. The fellow is stout and lusty,

very sober and conscientious ; and the wench seems
to be as great an enthusiast in love as in religion.

I wish you would think of employing him some
other way, that the parish may not be overstocked.

You know he has been bred a farrier, consequently

belongs to the faculty
;
and, as he is very docile,

I make no doubt, but, with your good instruction,

he may be, in a little time, qualified to act as a Welsh
apothecary. Tabby, who never did a favour with

a good grace, has consented, with great reluctance,

to this match. Perhaps it hurts her pride, as she

now considers Clinker in the light of a relation ;

but I believe her objections are of a more selfish

nature. She declares she cannot think of retaining

the wife of Matthew Lloyd in the character of a

servant ; and she foresees, that, on such an occa-

sion, the woman will expect some gratification for

her past services. As for Clinker, exclusive of

other considerations, he is so trusty, brave, affec-

tionate and alert, and I owe him such personal

obligations, that he merits more than all the indul-

gence that can possibly be shown him by yours,

October 26. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, at Oxon.

Dear Knight,—The fatal knots are now tied.

The comedy is near a close, and the curtain is

ready to drop; but the latter scenes of this act f
shall recapitulate in order. About a fortnight ago,

my uncle made an excursion across the country,

and brought hither a particular friend, one Mr.
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Baynard, who has just lost his wife, and was for

I some time disconsolate, though, by all accounts, he
I had much more cause for joy than for sorrow at

this event. His countenance, however, clears up
t apace ; and he appears to be a person of rare ac-

k complishments. Rut we have received another
II still more agreeable reinforcement to our company,

by the arrival of Miss Willis from Gloucester. She
was Liddy's bosom-friend at boarding-school, and

t- being earnestly solicited to assist at the nuptials, her
it mother was so obliging as to grant my sister's

L- request, and even to come with her in person. Liddy
U accompanied by George Dennison and me, gave

them the meeting half way, and next day conducted
ti them hither in safety. Miss Willis is a charming
lid girl, and, in point of disposition, an agreeable con-

H
trast to my sister, who is rather too grave and sen-

ti timental for my turn of mind ; the other is gay,

g frank, a little giddy, and always good humoured,
ti She has, moreover, a genteel fortune, is well born,

a; and remarkably handsome. Ah, Phillips ! if these

e. qualities were permanent—if her humour would
jj never change, nor her beauties decay, what efforts

i woidd I not make. But these are idle reflections

—

'

i my destiny must one day be fulfilled.

At present we pass the time as agreeably as we
et can. We have got up several farces, which afforded

ae unspeakable entertainment, by the effects they pro-

ti duced among the country people, who are admitted

ei to all our exhibitions. Two nights ago, Jack
ij Wilson acquired great applause in Harlequin Skele-

]j ton, and Lismahago surprised us all in the character

ol
of Pierot. His long lank sides, and strong marked

i features, were all peculiarly adapted to his part,

hi He appeared with a ludicrous stare, from which he

ij
had discharged all meaning. He adopted the im-

n pressions of fear and amazement so naturally, that

y many of the audience were infected by his looks

;

ij
but when the skeleton held him in chase, his horror

j became most divertingly picturesque, and seemed
js to endow him with such preternatural agility, as

confounded all the spectators. It was a lively re-

re presentation of Death in pursuit of Consumption
;

i and had such an effect upon the commonalty, that

jj
some of them shrieked aloud, and others ran out

| of the hall in the utmost consternation.

This is not the only instance in which the lieu-

| tenant had lately excited our wonder. His temper,

ilk
which had been soured and shrivelled by disap-

d pointment and chagrin, is now swelled out and

jii
smoothed like a raisin in plum-porridge. From

n;
being reserved and punctilious, he is become

si
I easy and obliging. He cracks jokes, laughs, and

if
banters, with the most facetious familiarity

;
and,

Jj
in a word, enters into all our schemes of merriment

3
and pastime. The other day his baggage arrived

y in the waggon from London, contained in two large

trunks, and a long deal box, not unlike a coffin.

... The trunks were filled with his wardrobe, which

a he displayed for the entertainment of the company

;

] and he freely owned, that it consisted chiefly of the

opima spolia taken in battle. What he selected for

j I his wedding suit, was a tarnished white cloth, faced

with blue velvet, embroidered with silver ; but he
valued himself most upon a tye periwig, in which
he had made his first appearance as a lawyer, about

thirty years ago. This machine had been in buckle

(

j
ever siuce, and now all the servants in the family-

were employed to frizz it out for the ceremony,

which was yesterday celebrated at the parish church.

George Dennison and his bride were distinguished

by nothing extraordinary in their apparel. His
eyes lightened with eagerness and joy, and she
trembled with coyness and confusion. My uncle
gave her away, and her friend Willis supported her
during the ceremony.
But my aunt and her paramour took the pas, and

formed indeed such a pair of originals, as, I believe,

all England could not parallel. She was dressed
in the style of 1739 ; and the day being cold, put
on a mantle of green velvet laced with gold ; but
this was taken off by the bridegroom, who threw
over her shoulders a fur cloak of American sables,

valued at fourscore guineas, a present equally agree-
able and unexpected. Thus accoutred, she was led

up to the altar by Mr. Dennison, who did the office

of her father. Lismahago advanced in the military

step, with his French coat reaching no farther than
the middle of his thigh, his campaign wig that sur-

passes all description, and a languishing leer upon
his countenance, in which there seemed to be
something arch and ironical. The ring which he
put upon her finger, he had concealed till the

moment it was used. He now produced it with an
air of self-complacency. It was a curious antique,

set with rose diamonds : he told us afterwards it

had been in his family two hundred years, and was
a present from his grandmother. These circum-

stances agreeably flattered the pride of our aunt
Tabitha, which had already found uncommon grati-

fication in the captain's generosity ; for he had, in

the morning, presented my uncle with a fine bear's

skin, and a Spanish fowling-piece, and me with a
case of pistols curiously mounted with silver. At
the same time, he gave Mrs. Jenkins an Indian

purse, made of silk grass, containing twenty crown
pieces. You must know, this young lady, with the

assistance of Mr. Lloyd, formed the third couple

who yesterday sacrificed to Hymen. I wrote you
in my last that he had recourse to my mediation,

which I employed successfully with my uncle ; but

Mrs. Tabitha held out till the love-sick Jenkins
had two fits of the mother ; then she relented, and
those two cooing turtles were caged for life. Our
aunt made an effort of generosity in furnishing the

bride with her superfluities of clothes and linen,

and her example was followed by my sister ; nor
did Mr. Bramble and I neglect her on this occasion.

It was indeed a day of peace-offering. Mr. Den-
nison insisted upon Liddy's accepting two bank-
notes of one hundred pounds each, as pocket-

money ; and his lady gave her a diamond necklace

of double that value. There was, besides, a mutual
exchange of tokens among the individuals of the

two families thus happily united.

As George Dennison and his partner were judged
improper objects of mirth, Jack Wilson had re-

solved to execute some jokes on Lismahago, and,

after supper, began to ply him with bumpers,

when the ladies had retired ; but the captain per-

ceiving his drift, begged for quarter, alleging that

the adventure in which he had engaged was a very
serious matter ; and that it would be more the part

of a good Christian to pray that he might be

strengthened, than to impede his endeavours to

finish the adventure. He was spared accordingly,

and permitted to ascend the nuptial couch with all

his senses about him. There he and his consort

sat in state, like Saturn and Cybele, while the

benediction posset was drank ; and a cake being

broken over the head of Mrs. Tabitha Lismahago,
the fragments were distributed among the by-

3 K
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star/ders, according to the custom of the ancient

Britons, on the supposition that every person who
ate of this hallowed cake should that night have a

vision of the man or woman whom Heaven designed

shoald he his or her wedded mate.

The weight ofWilson's waggery fell upon honest

Humphry and his spouse, who were hedded in an

UDper room, with the usual ceremony of throwing

the stocking. This being performed, and the com-

pany withdrawn, a sort of catterwauling ensued,

when Jack found means to introduce a real cat

shod with walnut-shells, which, galloping along the

boards, made such a dreadful noise as effectually

discomposed our lovers. Winifred screamed aloud,

and shrunk under the bed-clothes—Sir. Lloyd, be-

lieving that Satan was come to buffet him in pro-

pria persona, laid aside all carnal thoughts, and

began to pray aloud with great fervency. At
length, the poor animal being more afraid than

either, leaped into the bed, and mewled with the

most piteous exclamation. Lloyd, thus informed

of the nature of the annoyance, rose and set the

door wide open, so that this troublesome visitant

retreated with great expedition ; then securing

himself, by means of a double bolt, from a second

intrusion, he was left to enjoy his good fortune

without disturbance.

If one may judge from the looks of the parties,

they are all very well satisfied with what has

passed. George Dennison and his wife are too

delicate to exhibit any strong marked signs of their

mutual satisfaction, but their eyes are sufficiently

expressive. Mrs. Tabitha Lismahago is rather

fulsome in signifying her approbation of the cap-

tain's love ; while his deportment is the very pink

of gallantry. He sighs, and ogles, and languishes

at this amiable object; he kisses her hand, mutters

ejaculations of rapture, and sings tender airs ; and,

no doubt, laughs internally at her folly in believing

him sincere. In order to show how little his

vigour was impaired by the fatigues of the pre-

ceding day, he this morning danced a Highland

saraband over a naked back-sword, and leaped so

high, that I believe he would make no contemptible

figure as a vaulter at Sadler's Wells. Mr. Matthew
Lloyd, when asked how he relishes his bargain,

throws up his eyes, crying, " For what we have

received, Lord make us thankful : Amen." His

help-mate giggles, and holds her hand before

her eyes, affecting to be ashamed of having been m
bed with a man. Thus all these widgeons enjoy

the novelty of their situation ; but perhaps their

note will be changed, when they are better ac-

quainted with the nature of the decoy.

As Mrs. Willis cannot be persuaded to stay, and

Liddy is engaged by promise to accompany her

daughter back to Gloucester, I fancy there will be

a general migration from hence, and that most of us

will spend the Christmas holidays at Bath ; in which
case, I shall certainly find an opportunity to beat up
your quarters. By this time, I suppose, you are sick of

alma mater, and even ready to execute that scheme
of peregrination which was last year concerted be-

tween you and Tour affectionate

November S. J. MELFORD.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Doctor,—My niece Liddy is now happily
settled for life ; and Captain Lismahago has taken
Tabby off my hands ; so that I have nothing far-

ther to do but to comfort my friend Baynard, and
provide for my son Lloyd, who is also fairly joined

to Mrs. Winifred Jenkins. You are an excellent

genius at hints. Dr. Arbuthnot was but a type of

Dr. Lewis in that respect. What you observe of

the vestry-clerk deserves consideration. I make
no doubt but Matthew Lloyd is well enough qua-

lified for the office ; but, at present, you must find

room for htm in the house. His incorruptible

honesty and indefatigable care will be serviceable

in superintending the economy of my farm, though

I don't mean that he shall interfere with Barnes, of

whom I have no cause to complain. I am just re-

turned with Baynard from a second trip to his

house, where every thing is regulated to his satis-

faction. He could not, however, review the apart-

ments without tears and lamentation, so that he is

not yet in a condition to be left alone ; therefore, I

will not part with him till the spring, when he in-

tends to plunge into the avocations of husbandry,

which will at once employ and amuse his attention.

Charles Dennison has promised to stay with him a

fortnight, to set him fairly afloat in his improvements

;

and Jack Wilson will see him from time to time ;

besides, he has a few friends in the country, whom
his new plan of life will not exclude from his so-

ciety. In less than a year, I make no doubt but he

will" find himself perfectly at ease, both in his mind
and body, for the one had dangerously affected

the other ; and I shall enjoy the exquisite pleasure

of seeing my friend rescued from misery and con-

tempt
Sirs. Willis being determined to return with her

daughter, in a few days, to Gloucester, our plan has

undergone some alteration. Jerry has persuaded

his brother-in-law to carry his wife to Bath ; and I

believe his parents will accompany him thither. For
my part, I have no intention to take that route ; it

must be something very extraordinary that will in-

duce me either to revisit Bath or London. My
sister and her husband, Baynard and I, will take

leave of them at Gloucester, and make the best of

our way to Brambleton-halL where I desire you will

prepare a good chine and turkey for our Christmas

dinner. You must also employ your medical skill

in defending me from the attacks of the gout, that I

may be in good case to receive the rest of our com-

pany, who promise to visit us in their return from

Bath. As I have laid in a considerable stock of

health, it is to be hoped you will not have much
trouble with me in the way of physic, but I intend

to work you on the side of exercise. I have got

an excellent fowling-piece from Mr. Lismahago,

who is a keen sportsman, and we shall take the

heath in all weathers. That this scheme of life

may be prosecuted the more effectually, I intend

to renounce all sedentary amusements, particularly

that of writing long letters ; a resolution which,

had I taken it sooner, might have saved you the

trouble which you have lately taken in reading the

tedious epistles of

November 14. MATT. BRAMBLE.

To Mrs. Gwtxlim, at Bramlleton-hall.

Good Mrs. Gwyixim,—Heaven, for wise pur-

poses, hath ordained that I should change my name
and citation in life, so that I am not to be consi-

dered any more as manger of my brother's family.

But as I cannot surrender up my stewardship till

I have settled with ycu and Williams, I desire you
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•will get your aceunts ready for inspection, as we
are coming home without further delay. My spouse,

the captain, being subject to rummatticks, I beg
you will take geat care to have the bloo chamber,
up two pair of stairs, well warmed for his reception.

Let the sashes be secured, the crevices stopt, the

carpets laid, and the beds well tousled. Mrs. Loyd,
late Jenkins, being married to a relation of the

family, cannot remain in the capacity of a sarvant;

therefore, I wish you would cast about for some
creditable body to be with me in her room. If

she can spin, and is mistress of plain work, so much
the better ; but she must not expect extravagant

wages
;
having a family of my own, I must be

more oecumenical than ever. No more at present,

but rests Your loving friend,

November 20. TAB. LISMAHAGO.

To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Bramhleton-hall.

Mrs. Jones,—Providinch hath bin pleased to

make great halteration in the pasture of our affairs.

We were yesterday three kiple chined by the grease

of God, in the holy bands of mattermoney ; and I

now subscrive myselfLoyd at your sarvice. All the

parish allowed that young squire Dallison and his

bride was a comely pear for to see. As for Madam
Lashmiheygo, you nose her picklearities—her head,

to be sure, was fmtastical ; and her spouse had rapt

her with a long marokin furze clock from the land

of the selvedges, thof they say it is of immense vally.
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The captain himself had a huCge hassock of air

with three tails, and a tumtawdry coat, boddered
with sulfur. Wan said he was a monkeybank ;

and the ould botler swore he was born imich of
Titidall. For my part, I says nothing, being as

how the captain has done the handsome thing by
me. Mr. Loyd was dressed in a little frog and
checket with gould binding ; and thof he don't

enter in caparison with great folks of quality,

yet he has got as good blood in his veins as arrow
private squire in the county ; and then his pursing

is far from contentible. Your humble sarvant had
on a plain pea green tabby sack, with my Runnela
cap, ruff toupee, and side curls. They said. I was
the very moral of Lady Rickmanstoue, but not so
pale—that may well be, for her ladyship is my
elder by seven good years and more. Now, Mrs.
Mary, our satiety is to suppurate. Mr. Millfart

goes to Bath along with the Dallisons, and the rest

of us push home to Wales to pass our Christmash
at Brampleton-hall. As our appartments is to be
the yallow pepper, in the thurd story, pray carry
my things thither. Present my compliments to

Mrs. Gwillim, and I hope she and I will live upon
dissent terms of civility. Being, by God's blessing,

removed to a higher spear, you'll excuse my being
familiar with the lower sarvants of the family ; but
as I trust you'll behave respectful, and keep a
proper distance, you may always depend upon the

good-will and purtection of Yours,
November 20. W. LOYD.

THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF AN ATOM.

ADVERTISEMENT
FROM THE PUBLISHER TO THE READER.

Iy these ticklish times, it may be necessary to give such an

account of the following sheets, as will exempt me from the

plague of prosecution.

On the 7th of March, in the present year 1748, they were

offered to me for sale, by a tall thin woman, about the age of

threescore, dressed in a gown of bombasin, with a cloak and

bonnet of black silk, both a little the worse for the wear.

She called herself Dorothy Hatchet, spinster, of the parish

of Old-street, administratrix of Mr. Nathaniel Peacock, who

died in the said parish on the fifth day of last April, and lies

buried in the church-yard of Islington, in the north-west

corner, where his grave is distinguished by a monumental

board inscribed with the following tristich :

Hie, luce, hoc,

Here lies the block

Of old Nathaniel Peacock.

In this particular, any person whatever may satisfy him-

self, by taking an afternoon's walk to Islington, where, at

the White House, he may recreate and refresh himself with

excellent tea and hot rolls for so small a charge as eightpence.

As to the MS. before I would treat for it, I read it over

attentively, and found it contained divers curious particulars

of a foreign history, without any allusion to, or resemblance

with, the transactions of these times. I likewise turned

over to Kempfer and the Universal History, and found in

their several accounts of Japan, many of the names and

much of the matter specified in the following sheets. Finally,

that I might run no risk of misconstruction, I had recourse

te nn eminent chamber-counsel of my acquaintance, who

diligently perused the whole, and declared it was no more
actionable than the Vision of Ezekiel, or the Lamentations

of Jeremiah the prophet. Thus assured, I purchased the

copy, which I now present in print, with my best respects, to

the courteous Reader, being his very humble servant,

Bucklersbury. S. ETHERINGTON.
Vivant Rex et Regina.

THE EDITOR'S DECLARATION.
I Nathaniel Peacock of the parish of St. Giles's,

haberdasher and author, solemnly declare, That, on
the third of last August, sitting alone in my study,

up three pair of stairs, between the hours of eleven

and twelve at night, meditating upon the uncer-

tainty of sublunary enjoyment, I heard a shrill,

small voice, seemingly proceeding from a chink or

crevice in my own pericranium, call distinctly

three times,—" Nathaniel Peacock, Nathaniel Pea-

cock, Nathaniel Peacock." Astonished, yea, even

affrighted at this citation, I replied in a faltering

tone, " In the name of the Lord, what art thou ?"

Thus adjured, the voice answered, and said, "I am
an Atom." I was now thrown into a violent per-

turbation of spirit, for I never could behold an
atomy without fear and trembling, even when I

knew it was no more than a composition of dry
bones ; but the conceit of being in presence of an
atomy, informed with spirit, that is, animated by a

ghost or goblin, increased my terrors exceedingly.

I durst not lift up mine eyes, lest I should behold

3 N 2
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an apparition iiiGrs dreadful than the hand-writing

on the wall. My knees knocked together: my
teeth chattered : mine hair hristled up so as to

raise a cotton night-cap from the scalp : my tongue

cleaved to the roof of my mouth : my temples

were bedewed with a cold sweat. Verily I was
for a season entranced.

At length, by the blessing of God, I recollected

myself, and cried aloud, " Avaunt, Satan, in the

name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,"
" White-livered caitiff !" said the voice, with a

peculiar tartness of pronunciation, " what art thou

afraid of, that thou shouldest thus tremble, and dif-

fuse around thee such an unsavoury odour ? What
thou hearest is within thee— is part of thyself. I

am one of those atoms, or constituent particles of

matter, which can neither be annihilated, divided,

nor impaired: the different arrangements of us,

atoms, compose all the variety of objects and
essences which nature exhibits, or art can obtain.

Of the same shape, substance, and quality are the

component particles, that harden in rock, and
flow in water ; that blacken in the negro, and
brighten in the diamond ; that exhale from a rose,

and steam from a dunghill. Even now, ten millions

of atoms were dispersed in air by that odoriferous

gale which the commotion of thy fear produced

;

and I can foresee that one of them will be consoli-

dated in a fibre of the olfactory nerve, belonging to

a celebrated beauty, whose nostril is excoriated by
the immoderate use of plain Spanish. Know,
Nathaniel, that we, atoms, are singly endued with

such efficacy of reason, as cannot be expected in an
aggregate body, where we crowd and squeeze,

and embarrass one another ! Yet, those ideas

which we singly possess, we cannot communicate,
except once in a thousand years, and then only

when we fill a certain place in the pineal gland of a

human creature, the very station which I now
maintain in thine. For the benefit of you miser-

able mortals, I am determined to promulge the

history of one period, during which I underwent
some strange revolutions in the empire of Japan,
and was conscious of some political anecdotes now
to be divulged for the instruction of British mini-

sters. Take up the pen, therefore, and write what
I shall unfold.

By this time my first apprehension vanished
;

but another fear, almost as terrible, usurped its

place. I began to think myself insane, and con-

cluded that the voice was no other than the fan-

tastic undulation of a disturbed brain. I therefore

preferred an earnest orison at the throne of grace,

that I might be restored to the fruition of my right

understanding and judgment. " O incredulous

wretch," exclaimed the voice, " I will now convince
thee that this is no phantasma or hideous dream.
Answer me, dost thou know the meaning and deri-

vation of the word atom ?" I replied, " No, verily."
" Then I will tell thee," said the voice, " thou shalt

write it down without delay, and consult the curate

of the parish on the same subject. If his expla-
nation and mine agree, thou wilt then be firmly
persuaded that I am an actual, independent exist-

ence ; and that this address is not the vague deli-

rium of a disordered brain. Atomos is a Greek
word, signifying an indivisible particle, derived
from" alpha privativa, and temno to cut."

I marvelled much at this injunction, which, how-
ever, I literally obeyed, and next morning sallied

forth to visit the habitation of the curate ; but in

going thither, it was my hap to encounter a learned

physician ofmy acquaintance, who hath read all the

books that ever were published in any nation or

language ; to him I referred for the derivation of

the word atom. He paused a little, threw up his

eyes to heaven, stroked his chin with great solem-

nity, and hemming three times, " Greek, sir," sail

he, " is more familiar to me than my native tongue.

I have conversed, sir, with Homer and Plato, He-
siod and Theophrastus, Herodotus, Thucydides,

Hippocrates, Aretseus, Pindar, and Sophocles, and
all the poets and historians of antiquity. Sir, my
library cost me two thousand pounds ; I have spent

as much more in making experiments, and you must
know that I have discovered certain chemical spe-

cifics, which I would not divulge for fifty times the

sum. As for the word atomos or atime, it signifies

a scoundrel, sir, or as it were, sir, a thing of no es-

timation. It is derived, sir, from alpha privativa,

and time, honour ; hence we call a skeleton an
atomy

;
because, sir, the bones are, as it were, dis-

honoured by being stripped of their clothing, and
exposed in their nakedness."

I was sorely vexed at this interpretation, and my
apprehension of lunacy recurred ; nevertheless I

proceeded in my way to the lodgings of the curate,

and desired his explanation, which tallied exactly

ith what I had written. At my return to my
own house, I ascended to my study, asked pardon

of my internal monitor ; and, taking pen, ink, and
paper, sat down to write what it dictated, in the

following strain :

—

It was in the era of Foggien * one thousand

years ago, that fate determined I should exist in

the empire of Japan, where I underwent a great

number of vicissitudes, till, at length, I was en

closed in a grain of rice, eaten by a Dutch mariner

at Firando, and, becoming a particle of his body,

brought to the Cape of Good Hope ; there I was

discharged in a scorbutic dysentery, taken up in a

heap of soil to manure a garden, raised to vegeta-

tion in a salad, devoured by an English supercargo,

assimulated to a certain organ of his body, which, at

his return to London, being diseased in consequence

ofimpure contact, I was again separated, with a con-

siderable portion of putrefied flesh, thrown upon a

dunghill, gobbled up, and digested by a duck, of

which duck your father, Ephraim Peacock, having

eaten plentifully at a feast of the cordwainers, I

was mixed with his circulating juices, and finally

fixed in the principal part of that animalcule which,

in process of time, expanded itself into thee, Na
thaniel Peacock.
Having thus particularized my transmigratio

since my conveyance from Japan, I shall retui

thither, and unfold some curious particulars of stai

intrigue, carried on during the short period, th

history of which I mean to record. I need not tel

thee that the empire of Japan consists of tbre

large islands ; or, that the people who inhabit thei

are such inconsistent, capricious animals, that on

would imagine they were created for the purpose

ridicule. Their minds are in continual agitatioi

like a shuttlecock tossed to and fro, in order to

vert the demons of philosophy and folly. A Japan-

ese, without the intervention of any visible motive,

is, by turns, merry and pensive, superficial and

profound, generous and illiberal, rash and circum-

spect, courageous and fearful, benevolent and cruel.

* The history of Japan is divided into three different eras,

of which Foggien is the most considerable.
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They seem to have no fixed principle of action, no
certain plan of conduct, no effectual rudder to steer

them through the voyage of life ; but to be hurried
down the rapid tide ofeach revolving whim, or driven,

the sport of every gust of passion that happens to

blow. A Japanese will sing at a funeral, and sigh at

a wedding ; he -will this hour talk ribaldry with a
prostitute, and the next immerse himself in the

study of metaphysics or theology. In favour ofone
stranger, he will exert all the virtues of hospitality

;

against another he will exercise all the animosity
of the most sordid prejudice : one minute sees him
hazarding his all on the success of the most extra-

vagant project ; another beholds him hesitating in

lending a few copans* to his friend on undeniable
security. To-day, he is afraid of paring his corns

;

to-morrow, he scruples not to cut his own throat.

At one season he will give half his fortune to the

poor ; at another he will not bestow the smallest

pittance to save his brother from indigence and
distress. He is elated to insolence by the least

gleam of success ; he is dejected to despondence by
the slightest turn of adverse fortune. One hour he
doubts the best established truths ; the next, he
swallows the most improbable fiction. His praise

and his censure are what a wise man would choose
to avoid, as evils equally pernicious ; the first is

generally raised without foundation, and carried to

such extravagance, as to expose the object to the

ridicule of mankind ; the last is often unprovoked,
yet usually inflamed to all the rage of the most ma-
lignant persecution. He will extol above Alexan-
der the Great, a petty officer who robs a hen-roost

;

and damn to infamy a general for not performing
impossibilities. The same man whom he yesterday
flattered with the most fulsome adulation, he will

to-morrow revile with the most bitter abuse
;
and,

at the turning of a straw, take into his bosom the

very person whom he has formerly defamed as the

most perfidious rascal.

The Japanese value themselves much upon their

constitution, and are very clamorous about the

words liberty and property
; yet, in fact, the only

liberty they enjoy is to get drunk whenever they
please, to revile the government, and quarrel with
one another. With respect to their property, they
are the tamest animals in the world ; and, if pro-

perly managed, undergo, without wincing, such
impositions as no other nation in the world would
bear. In this particular they may be compared to

an ass, that will crouch under the most unconscion-

able burden, provided you scratch his long ears,

and allow him to bray his belly-full. They are so

practicable, that they have suffered their pockets to

be drained, their veins to be emptied, and their cre-

dit to be cracked, by the most bungling adminis-

trations, to gratify the avarice, pride, and ambition,

of the most sordid and contemptible sovereigns that

ever sat upon the throne.

The methods used for accomplishing these pur-

poses are extremely simple. You have seen a

dancing bear incensed to a dangerous degree of

rage, and all at once appeased by firing a pistol

over his nose. The Japanese, even in their most
ferocious moods, when they denounce vengeance
against the cuboy, or minister, and even threaten

the throne itself, are easily softened into meekness
and condescension. A set of tall fellows, hired for

the purpose, tickle them under the noses with long

* Copan is a gold coin used in Japan, value about forty-

tlnee shillings

straws, into a gentle convulsion, during which they
shut their eyes and smile, and quietly suffer their

pockets to be turned inside out. Nay, what is still

more remarkable, the ministry is in possession of
a pipe, or rather bullock's horn, which beingsounded
to a particular pitch, has such an effect on the ears
and understanding of the people, that they allow
their pockets to be picked with their eyes open, and
are bribed to betray their own interests with their
own money, as easily as if the treasure had conic
from the remotest corner of the globe. Notwith-
standing these capricious peculiarities, the Japanese
are become a wealthy and powerful people, partly
from their insular situation, and partly from a spirit

of commercial adventure, sustained by all the ob-
stinacy of perseverance, and conducted by repeated
flashes of good sense, which almost incessantly

gleam through the chaos of their absurdities.

Japan was originally governed by monarchs who
possessed an absolute power, and succeeded by
hereditary right, under the title of Dairo ; hut in

the beginning of the period Foggien, this emperor
became a cipher, and the whole administration

devolved into the hands of the prime minister, or
cuboy, who now exercises all the power and autho-
rity, leaving the trappings of royalty to the inactive

Dairo. The prince, who held the reins of govern-
ment in the short period which I intend to record,

was not a lineal descendant of the ancient Dairos,

the immediate succession having failed, but sprung
from a collateral branch which was invited from a
foreign country in the person of Bupo, in honour
of whom the Japanese erected Fakku-basi,* or the
temple of the white horse. So much were all his

successors devoted to the culture of this idol, which,
by the by, was made of the vilest materials, that, in

order to enrich his shrine, they impoverished the

whole empire, yet still with the connivance and by
the influence of the cuboy, who gratified this sordid

passion or superstition of the Dairo, with a view to

prevent him from employing his attention on mat-
ters of greater consequence.

Nathaniel, you have heard of the transmigration

of souls, a doctrine avowed by one Pythagoras,

a philosopher of Crotona. This doctrine, though
discarded and reprobated by Christians, is never-

theless soimd and orthodox, I affirm on the inte-

grity of an atom. Further I shall not explain

myself on this subject, though I might with safety

set the convocation and the whole hierarchy at

defiance, knowing, as I do, that it is not in their

power to make me bate one particle of what I ad-

vance ; or, if they should endeavour to reach me
through your organs, and even condemn j

tou to

the stake at Smithfield, verily, I say unto thee, I

should be a gainer by the next remove. I should

shift my quarters from a very cold and empty
tenement, which I now occupy in the brain of a

poor haberdasher, to the nervous plexus situated at

the mouth of the stomach of a fat alderman fed

with venison and turtle.

But to return to Pythagoras, whom one of your
wise countrymen denominated Peter Gore, the

wiseacre of Croton
; you must know that philoso-

pher was a type, which hath not yet been fully

unveiled. That he taught the metempsychosis,
explained the nature and property of harmonies,
demonstrated the motion of the earth, discovered

the elements of geometry and arithmetic, enjoined

his disciples silence, and abstained from eating any
* Vid. Kempfer, Lib. I.
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thing that was ever informed hy the hreath of
life, are circumstances known to all the learned

world ; but his veneration for beans, which cost

him his life, his golden thigh, his adventures in

the character of a courtezan, his golden verses, his

epithet of avros i<pa, the fable of his being born of

a virgin, and his descent into hell, are mysteries

in which some of the most important truths are

concealed. Between friends, honest Nathaniel, I

myself constituted part of that sage's body ; and I

could say a great deal— but there is a time for all

things. I shall only observe, that Philip Tessier

had some reason for supposing Pythagoras to have
been a monk ; and there are shrewd hints in Meyer's
dissertation, Utrum Pythagoras Judaus fuit, an
monachus Carmelita.

Waiving these intricate discussions for the pre-

sent (though I cannot help disclosing that Pytha-
goras was actually circumcised), know, Peacock,
that the metempsychosis, or transmigration of
souls, is the method which nature and fate con-
stantly pursue in animating the creatures produced
on the face of the earth ; and this process, with
some variation, is such as the Eleusinian mysteries
imported, and such as you have read in Dryden's
translation of the sixth book of Virgil's JEneid.
The gods have provided a great magazine or di-

versorium, to which the departed souls of all

animals repair at their dismission from the body.
Here they are bathed in the waters of oblivion

until they retain no memory of the scenes through
which they have passed; but they still preserve
their original crasis and capacity. From this re-

pository, all new created beings are supplied with
souls ; and these souls transmigrate into different

animals, according to the pleasure of the great
disposer. For example, my good friend Nathaniel
Peacock, your own soul has within these hundred
years threaded a goat, a spider, and a bishop ; and
its next stage will be the carcase of a brewer's
horse.

In what manner we atoms come by these articles

of intelligence, whether by intuition or communi-
cation of ideas, it is not necessary that you should
conceive. Suffice it to say, the gods were merry
on the follies of mankind, and Mercury undertook
to exhibit a mighty nation ruled and governed by
the meanest intellects that could be found in the

repository of pre-existing spirits. He laid the scene
in Japan, about the middle of the period Foggien,
when that nation was at peace with all her neigh-
bours. Into the mass destined to sway the sceptre,
he infused, at the very article of conception, the
spirit which in course of strangulation had been
expelled a posteriori from a goose, killed on pur-
pose to regale the appetite of the mother. The
animalcule, thus inspired, was born, and succeeded
to the throne, under the name of Got-hama-baba.
His whole life and conversation was no other than
a repetition of the humours he had displayed in his
last character. He was rapacious, shallow, hot-
headed, and perverse ; in point of understanding,
just sufficient to appear in public without a slaver-
ing bib ; imbued with no knowledge, illumed by no
sentiment, and warmed with no affection ; except
a blind attachment to the worship of Fakku-basi,
•which seemed, indeed, to be a disease in his con-
stitution. His heart was meanly selfish, and his
disposition altogether un princely.
Of all his recreations, that which he delighted in

most was kicking the breech of his Cuboy, or

prime minister, an exercise which he every day
performed in private. It was therefore necessary
that a Cuboy should be found to undergo this

diurnal operation without repining. This was a
circumstance foreseen and provided for by Mercury,
who, a little after the conception of Got-hama-baba,
impregnated the ovum of a future Cuboy, and im-
planted in it a changling soul, which had succes-

sively passed through the bodies of an ass, a dottriL

an apple-woman, and a cow-boy. It was diverting

enough to see the rejoicings with which the birth

of this Quanbuku* was celebrated ; and still more
so to observe the marks of fond admiration in the

parents, as the soul of the cow-boy proceeded to

expand itself in the young Cuboy. This is a species

of diversion we atoms often enjoy. We at different

times behold the same spirit hunted down in a

hare, and cried up in an Hector; fawning in a pro-

stitute, and bribing in a minister ;
breaking forth in

a whistle at the plough, and in a sermon from the

pulpit ; impelling a hog to the sty, and a coun-
sellor to the cabinet ;

prompting a shoe-boy to

filch, and a patriot to harangue
;
squinting in a

goat, and smiling in a matron.

Tutors of all sorts were provided betimes for the

young Quanbuku, but his genius rejected all culti-

vation ; at least, the crops it produced were barren

and ungrateful. He was distinguished by the name
of Fika-kaka, and caressed as the heir of an im-
mense fortune. Nay, he was really considered as

one of the most hopeful young Quanbukus in the

empire of Japan ; for his want of ideas was at-

tended with a total absence of pride, insolence, or

any other disagreeable vice ; indeed, his character

was founded upon negatives. He had no under-

standing, no economy, no courage, no industry, no
steadiness, no discernment, no vigour, no retention.

He was reputed generous and good-humoured ; but

was really profuse, chicken-hearted, negligent,

fickle, blundering, weak, and leaky. All these

qualifications were agitated by an eagerness, haste,

and impatience, that completed the most ludicrous

composition which human nature ever produced.

He appeared always in hurry and confusion, as if

he had lost his wits in the morning, and was in

quest of them all day. Let me whisper a secret to

you, my good friend Peacock. All this bustle and
trepidation proceeded from a hollowness in the

brain, forming a kind of eddy, in which his animal

spirits were hurried about in a perpetual swirl.

Had it not been for this lusus natura, the circula-

tion would not have been sufficient for the purposes

of animal life. Had the whole world been searched

by the princes thereof, it would not have produced
another to have matched this half-witted original,

to whom the administration of a mighty empire

was wholly consigned. Notwithstanding all the

care that was taken of his education, Fika-kaka
never could comprehend any art or science, except

that of dancing bare-headed among the Bonzas at

the great festival of Cambadoxi. The extent of

his knowledge in arithmetic went no farther than

the numeration of his ten fingers. In history, he
had no idea of what preceded a certain treaty with

the Chinese, in the reign of Queen Syko, who died

within his own remembrance ; and was so ignorant

of geography, that he did not know that his native

country was surrounded by the sea. No system of

morality could he ever understand ; and of the

fourteen sects of religion that are permitted in

* Quanbuku is a dignity of the first order in Japan.
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Japan, the only discipline he could imbibe was a

superstitious devotion for Fauk-basi, the temple of

the white horse. This, indeed, was neither the

fruit of doctrine, nor the result of reason ; but a

real instinct, implanted in his nature for fulfilling

the ends of Providence. His person was extremely

awkward ; his eye vacant, though alarmed ; his

speech thick and embarrassed ; his utterance un-

graceful ; and his meaning perplexed. With much
difficulty he learned to write his own name, aud
that of the Dairo ; and picked up a smattering of

the Chinese language, which was sometimes used

at court. In his youth, he freely conversed with

women ; but as he advanced in age, he placed his

chief felicity in the delights of the table. He hired

cooks from China at an enormous expense, and

drank huge quantities of the strong liquor distilled

from rice, which, by producing repeated intoxica-

tion, had an unlucky effect upon his brain, that

was naturally of a loose, flimsy texture. The im-

moderate use of this potation was likewise said to

have greatly impaired his retentive faculty ; inas-

much as he was subject upon every extraordinary

emotion of spirit to an involuntary discharge from

the last of the intestines.

Such was the character of Fika-kaka, entitled

by his birth to a prodigious estate, as well as to

the honours of Quanbuku, the first hereditary dig-

nity in the empire. In consequence of his high

station, he was connected with all the great men in

Japan, and used to the court from his infancy.

Here it was he became acquainted with young

Got-hama-baba, his future sovereign; and their

souls being congenial, they soon contracted an in-

timacy, which endured for life. They were like

twin particles of matter, which having been di-

vorced from one another by a most violent shock,

had floated many thousand years in the ocean of

the universe, till at length meeting by accident,

and approaching within the spheres of each other's

attraction, they rush together with an eager em-

brace, and continue united ever after.

The favour of the sovereign, added to the natu-

ral influence arising from a vast fortune and great

alliances, did not fail to elevate Fika-kaka to the

most eminent offices of the state, until, at length,

he attained to the dignity of Cuboy, or chief-mini-

ster, which virtually comprehends all the rest.

Here then was the strangest phenomenon that ever

appeared in the political world. A statesman

without capacity, or the smallest tincture of human

learning; a secretary who could not write; a

financier who did not understand the multiplica-

tion table; and the treasurer of a vast empire

who never could balance accounts with his own

butler.

He was no sooner, for the diversion of the gods,

promoted to the Cuboyship, than his vanity was

pampered with all sorts of adulation. He was in

magnificence extolled above the first Meckaddo,

or line of emperors, to whom divine honours had

been paid ;
equal in wisdom to Tensio-dai-sin, the

first founder of the Japanese monarchy ;
braver

than Whey-vang, of the dynasty of Chew ;
more

L-arned than Jacko, the chief pontiff of Japan ;

more liberal than Shi-wang-ti, who was possessed

of the universal medicine : and more religious

than Bupo, alias Robot, who, from a foreign country,

brought with him on a white horse, a book called

Kio, containing the mysteries of his religion.

But, by none was he more cultivated than by the

Bonzas or clergy, especially those of the university

Frenoxena,* so renowned for their learning, ser-

mons, and oratory, who actually chose him their

supreme director, and every morning adored him
with a very singular rite of worship. This attach-

ment was the more remarkable, as Fika-kaka was
known to favour the sect of Nem-buds-ju, who dis-

tinguished themselves by the ceremony of circum-

cision. Some malicious people did not scruple to

whisper about, that he himself had privately un-

dergone the operation : but these, to my certain

knowledge, were the suggestions of falsehood and

slander. A slight scarification, indeed, it was
once necessary to make, on account of his health ;

hut this was no ceremony of any religious wor-

ship. The truth was this. The Nem-buds-ju,

being few in number, and generally hated by the

whole nation, had recourse to the protection of

Fika-kaka, which they obtained for a valuable

consideration. Then a law was promulgated in

their favour; a step which was so far from exciting

the jealousy of the Bonzas, that there was not

above three, out of one hundred and fifty-nine

thousand, that opened their lips in disapprobation

of the measure. Such were the virtue and mo-
deration of the Bonzas, and so loth were they to

disoblige their great director Fika-kaka.

What rendered the knot of connexion between

Dairo Got-hama-baba, and this Cuboy, altogether

indissoluble, was a singular circumstance, which I

shall now explain. Fika-kaka not only devoted

himself entirely to the gratification of his master's

prejudices and rapacity, even when they interfered

the most with the interest and reputation of Japan ;

but he also submitted personally to his capricious

humours with the most placid resignation. He pre-

sented his posteriors to be kicked as regularly as the

day revolved ; ana presented them not barely with

submission, but with all the appearance of fond de-

sire : and truly this diurnal exposure was attended

with such delectation as he never enjoyed in any

other attitude.

To explain this matter, I must tell thee, Peacock,

that Fika-kaka was from his infancy afflicted with

an itching of the podex, which the learned Dr.

Woodward would have termed immanis alSo7wvpru-

ritus. That great naturalist would have imputed

it to a redundancy of cholicky salts, got out of the

stomach and guts into the blood, and thrown upon

these parts, and he would have attempted to break

their colluctations with oil, &c. ; but I, who know
the real causes of this disorder, smile at these

whims of philosophy.

Be that as it may, certain it is, all the most emi-

nent physicians in Japan were consulted about this

strange tickling and tingling, and among these the

celebrated Fansev, whose spirit afterwards informed

the body of Rabelais. This experienced leech, hav-

ing prescribed a course of cathartics, balsamics,

and sweeteners, on the supposition that the blood

was tainted with a scorbutical itch, at length found

reason to believe that the disease was local. He
therefore tried the method of gentle friction : for

which purpose he used almost the very same sub-

stances which were many centuries after applied

by Gargantua to his own posteriors ; such as a

night-cap, a pillow -bier, a slipper, a poke, a pannier,

a beaver, a hen, a cock, a chicken, a calf-skin, a

hare-skin, a pigeon, a cormorant, a lawyer's bag, a

lamprey, a coif, a lure, nay, even a goose's neck,

* Vid. Hist. Eccles. Japan, Vol I.
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without finding that voluptc mei ifigue au trou dc cul,

-which was the portion of the son of Grangousier.
In short, there was nothing that gave Fika-kaka
such respite from this tormenting titillation as did

smearing the parts with thick cream, which was
afterwards licked up by the rough tongue of a
boar-cat. But the administration of this remedy-
was once productive of a disagreeable incident.

In the mean time, the distemper gaining ground
became so troublesome, that the unfortunate Quan-
buku was incessantly in the fidgets, and ran about

distracted, cackling like a hen in labour.

The source of all this misfortune was the juxta-

position of two atoms quarrelling for precedency,

in this the Cuboy's seat of honour. Their pressing

and squeezing and elbowing and jostling, though
of no effect in discomposing one another, occa-

sioned all this irritation and titillation in the poste-

riors of Fika-kaka. What ! dost thou mutter,

Peacock ? dost thou presume to question my
veracity ? now, by the indivisible rotundity of an
atom, I have a good mind, caitiff, to raise such a

buzzing commotion in thy glandula pinealis, that

thou shalt run distracted over the face of the
earth, like Io when she was stung by Juno's gad-
fly ! What ! thou who hast been rapt from the

cradle in visions of mystery and revelation, swal-

lowed impossibilities like lamb's wool, and digested

doctrines .harder than iron three times quenched
in the Ebro ! thou to demur at what I assert upon
the evidence and faith of my own consciousness
and consistency ! Oh ! you capitulate ! well, then
beware of a relapse—you know a relapsed heretic

finds no mercy.
I say, while Fika-kaka's podex was the scene of

contention between two turbulent atoms, I had
the honour to be posted immediately under the
nail of the Dairo's great toe, which happened one
day to itch more than usual for occupation. The Cu-
boy presenting himself at that instant, and turning
his face from his master, Cot-hama-baba performed
the exercise with such uncommon vehemence, that
first his slipper, and then his toe-nail flew off,

after having made a small breach in the perineum
of Fika-kaka. By the same effort, I was divorced
from the great toe of the sovereign, and lodged
near the great gut of his minister, exactly in the
interstice between the two hostile particles, which
were thus in some measure restrained from
wrangling

; though it was not in my power to
keep the peace entirely. Nevertheless, Fika-
kaka's torture was immediately suspended ; and
he was even seized with an orgasm of pleasure, ana-
logous to that which characterises the ecstasy of love.

Think not, however, Peacock, that I would ad-
duce this circumstance as a proof that pleasure and
pain are mere relations, which can exist only as
they are contrasted. No—pleasure and pain are
simple, independent ideas, incapable of definition

;

and this which Fika-kaka felt was an ecstasy com-
pounded of positive pleasure ingrafted upon "the re-

moval of pain ; but whether this positive pleasure
depended upon a particular centre of percussion hit

upon by accident, or was the inseparable effect of a
kicking and scratching conferred by a royal foot
and toe, I shall not at present unfold ; neither will
I demonstrate the modus operandi on the nervous
papilla; of Fika-kaka's breech, whether by irrita-
tion, relaxation, undulation, or vibration. Were
these essential discoveries communicated, human
philosophy would become too arrogant. It was but

OF AN ATOM.

the other day that Newton made shift to dive into

some subaltern laws of matter ; to explain the re-

volution of the planets, and analyze the composition
of light ; and ever since that reptile man has be-
lieved itself a demi-god. I hope to see the day
when the petulant philosopher shall be driven back
to his Categories and the Organun Universale of
Aristotle, his ovaia, his 1/777, and his n-aKu^vov.

But waiving these digressions, the pleasure which
the Cuboy felt from the application of the Dairo's
toe-nail was succeeded by a kind of tension or stiff-

ness, which began to grow troublesome just as he
reached his own palace, where the Bonzas were
assembled to offer up their diurnal incense. Instinct,

on this occasion, performed what could hardly have
been expected from the most extraordinary talents.

At sight of a grizzled beard belonging to one of
those venerable doctors, he was struek with the

idea of a powerful assuager ; and taking him into

his cabinet, proposed that he should make oral ap-
plication to the part affected. The proposal was
embraced without hesitation, and the effect even
transcended the hope of the Cuboy. The oscula-

tion itself was soft, warm, emollient, and comfort-
able ; but when the nervous papilla; were gently

stroaked, and, as it were, fondled by the long
elastic, peristaltic, abstersive fibres that composed
this reverend verriculum, such a delectable titilla-

tion ensued, that Fika-kaka was quite in raptures.

That which he intended at first for a medicine he
now converted into an article of luxury. All the

Bonzas who enrolled themselves in the number of
his dependants, whether old or young, black or
fair, rough or smooth, were enjoined every day to

perform this additional and posterior rite of worship,

so productive of delight to the Cuboy, that he was
every morning impatient to receive the Dairo's

calcitration, or rather his pedestrian digitation

;

after which he flew with all the eagerness of desire

to the subsequent part of his entertainment.

The transports thus produced seemed to disar-

range his whole nervous system, and produce an
odd kind of revolution in his fancy ; for though he
was naturally grave, and indeed overwhelmed with

constitutional hebetude, he became, in consequence
of this periodical tickling, the most giddy, pert

buffoon in nature. All was grinning, giggling,

laughing, and prating, except when his fears inter-

vened ; then he started and stared, and cursed and
prayed by turns. There was but one barber in the

whole empire that would undertake to shave him,

so ticklish and unsteady he was under the hands of

the operator. He could not sit above one minute
in the same attitude, or on the same seat, but

shifted about from couch to chair, from chair to

stool, from stool to close-stool, with incessant rota-

tion, and all the time gave audience to those who
solicited his favour and protection. To all and
several he promised his best offices, and confirmed

these promises with oaths and protestations. One
he shook by the hand; another he hugged ; a third

he kissed on both sides the face ; with a fourth he
whispered ; a fifth he honoured with a familiar

horse-laugh. He never had courage to refuse even
that which he could not possibly grant; and at last

his tongue actually forgot how to pronounce the

negative particle : but as in the English language

two negatives amount to an affirmative, five hundn d

affirmatives in the mouth of Fika-kaka did not

altogether destroy the efficacy of simple negation.

A promise five hundred times repeated, and at
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every repetition confirmed by oath, barely amounted
to a computable chance of performance.

It must be allowed, however, he promoted a great
number of Bonzas, and in this promotion he mani-

y tested an uncommon taste. They were preferred
s according to the colour of their beards. He found,

( by experience, that beards of different colours

yielded him different degrees of pleasure in the
k friction we have described above ; and the provi-

I sion he made for each was in proportion to the

satisfaction the candidate could afford. The sensa-

t tion ensuing from the contact of a grey beard was
e soft and delicate, and agreeably demulcent, when

the parts were unusually inflamed ; a red, yellow,

or brindled beard, was in request when the business

was to thrill or tingle ; but a black beard was of all

I others the most honoured by Fika-kaka, not only
c on account of its fleecy feel, equally spirited and
i balsamic, but also for another philosophical reason,

which I shall now explain. You know, Peacock,
i that black colour absorbs the rays of light, and de-
i tains them as it were in a repository. Thus a black

beard, like the back of a black cat, becomes a phos-
phorus in the dark, and emits sparkles upon friction.

|
You must know that one of the gravest doctors of

the Bonzas, who had a private request to make,
1 desired an audience of Fika-kaka in his closet at

night, and the taper falling down by accident, that

very instant when his beard was in contact with the

; Cuboy's seat of honour, the electrical snap was
heard, and the part illuminated, to the astonishment

j
of the spectators, who looked upon it as a prelude

r to the apotheosis of Fika-kaka. Being made ac-

j

quainted with this phenomenon, the minister was
exceedingly elevated in his own mind. He rejoiced

I
in it as a communication of some divine efficacy,

j
and raised the happy Bonza to the rank of Pontifex

;

Maxinius, or chief priest, in the temple of Fakku-
I

basi. In the course of experiments, he found that

all black beards were electrical in the same degree,

and being ignoraut of philosophy, ascribed it to

j
some supernatural virtue, in consequence of which

I
they were promoted as the holiest of the Bonzas.

i But you and I know, that such a phosphorus is ob-

tained from the most worthless and corrupted ma-

i terials, such as rotten wood, putrefied veal, and

j

stinking whiting.

Fika-kaka, such as I described him, could not

1 possibly act in the character of Cuboy without

the assistance of counsellors and subalterns, who
understood the detail of government and the forms

of business. He was accordingly surrounded by a

number of satellites, who reflected his lustre in their

several spheres of rotation ; and though their im-

mersions and emersions were apparently abrupt and
irregular, formed a kind of luminous belt as pale

and comfortless as the ring of Saturn, the most

I
distant, cold, and baleful of all the planets.

The most remarkable of these subordinates was
Sti-phi-rum-poo, a man who, from a low plebeian

origin, had raised himself to one of the first offices

of the empire, to the dignity of Quo, or nobleman,

: and a considerable share of the Dairo's personal re-

gard. He owed his whole success to his industry,

assiduity, and circumspection. During the former

part of his life he studied the laws of Japan with

such severity of application, that, though unassisted

by the least gleam of genius, and destitute of the

smallest pretension to talent, he made himself master

of all the written ordinances, all the established

customs and forms of proceeding in the different
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tribunals of the empire. In the progress of his vo-
cation he became an advocate of some eminence,
and even acquired reputation for polemical elo-

quence, though his manner was ever dry, laboured,

and unpleasant. Being elevated to the station of
a judge, he so far justified the interest by which he
had been promoted, that his honesty was never
called in question; and his sentences were generally
allowed to be just and upright. He heard causes
with the most painful attention, seemed to be inde-

fatigable in his researches after truth ; and though
he was forbidding in his aspect, slow in delibera-

tion, tedious in discussion, and cold in his address ;

yet I must own, he was also unbiassed in his de-

cisions. I mean, unbiassed by any consciousness of

sinister motive ; for a man may be biassed by the

nature of his disposition, aswellas by prejudices ac-

quired, andyetnotguiltyofintentional partiality. Sti-

phi-rum-poo was scrupulously just, according to his

own ideas ofjustice, and consequently well qualified to

decide in common controversies. But in delicate cases,

which required an uncommon share of penetration ;

when the province of a supreme judge is to mitigate

the severity, and sometimes even deviate from the

dead letter of thecommon law, in favour of particular

institutions, or of humanity in general ; he had
neither genius to enlighten his understanding, sen-

timent to elevate his mind, norcourage to surmount
the petty enclosures of ordinary practice. He was
accused of avarice and cruelty, but, in fact, these

were not active passions in his heart. The conduct

which seemed to justify these imputations was
wholly owing to a total want of taste and generosity.

The nature of his post furnished him with oppor-

tunities to accumulate riches, and as the narrowness

of his mind admitted no ideas of elegance or refined

pleasure, he knew not how to use his wealth so as

to avoid the charge of a sordid disposition. His
temper was not rapacious but attentive ; he knew
not the use of wealth, and therefore did not use it

at all, but was in this particular neither better nor

worse than a strong box for the convenience and
advantage of his hem The appearance of cruelty

remarkable in his counsels, relatingto some wretched

insurgents who had been taken in open rebellion,

and the rancorous pleasure he seemed to feel in

pronouncing sentence of death by self-exenter-

ation,* was in fact the gratification of a dastardly

heart, which had never acknowledged the least im-

pulse of any liberal sentiment. This being the

case, mankind ought not to impute that to his guilt

which was, in effect, the consequence of his in-

firmity. A man might, with equal justice, be

punished for being purblind. Sti-phi-rum-poo was

much more culpable for seeking to shine in a sphere

for which nature never intended him, I mean for

commencing statesman, and intermeddling in the

machine ofgovernment ; yet even into this character

he was forced, as it were, by the opinion and in-

junctions of Fika-kaka, who employed him at first

in making speeches for the Hairo, which that prince

used to pronounce in public, at certain seasons of

the year. These speeches being tolerably well re-

ceived by the populace, the Cuboy conceived an

extraordinary opinion of his talents, and thought

him extremely well qualified to ease him of great

part of the burden of government. He found him
very well disposed to engage heartily in his inter-

* A gentleman capitally convicted in Japan is allowed the

privilege of anticipating the common executioner, by ripping

out Iiis own bowels.
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ests. Then he was admitted to the osculation
a posteriori; and though his beard was not biack,
but rather of a subfuscan hue, he managed it with
such dexterity, that Fika-kaka declared the salute

gave him unspeakable pleasure, -while the bystand-
ers protested that the contact produced, not simply
electrical sparks or scintillations, but even a perfect

irradiation, which seemed altogether supernatural.
Prom this moment Sti-phi-rum-poo was initiated in

the mysteries of the cabinet, and even introduced
to the person of the Dairo Got-hama-baba, whose
pedestrian favours he shared with his new patron.

It was observed, however, that even after his pro-

motion and nobilitation, he still retained his original

awkwardness, and never could acquire that graceful

ease of attitude with which the Cuboy presented
his parts averse to the contemplation of his sove-
reign. Indeed this minister's body was so well

moulded for the celebration of the rite, that one
would have imagined nature had formed him ex-

pressly for that purpose, with his head and body
projecting forwards, so as to form an angle of forty-

five with the horizon, while the glutaei muscles
swelled backwards as if ambitious to meet half way
the imperial encounter.

The third connexion that strengthened this po-
litical band was Nin-kom-poo-po, commander of
the Fune, or navy of Japan, who, if ever man was,
might surely be termed the child of fortune. He
was bred to the sea from his infancy, and, in the

course of pacific service, rose to the command of a
jonkh, when he was so lucky as to detect a crew of

pirates employed on a desolate shore, in concealing

a hoard of money which they had taken from the

merchants of Corea. Nin-kom-poo-po falling in

with them at night, attacked them unawares, and
having obtained an easy victory, carried off the

treasure. 1 cannot help being amused at the folly

of you silly mortals when I recollect the transports

of the people at the return of this fortunate officer,

with a paltry mass of silver, parading in covered
waggons, escorted by his crew in arms. The whole
city of Meaco resounded with acclamation ; and Nin-
kom-poo-po was extolled as the greatest hero that

ever the empire of Japan produced. The Cuboy
honoured him with five kisses in public, accepted
of the osculation in private, recommended him in

the strongest terms to the Dairo, who promoted him
to the rank of Sey-seo-gun, or general at sea. He
professed himself an adherent to the Cuboy, entered
into a strict alliance with Sti-phi-rum-poo, and the

whole management of the Fune was consigned into

his hands. With respect to his understanding, it

was just sufficient to comprehend the duties of a
common mariner, and to follow the ordinary route
of the most sordid avarice. As to his heart, he
might be said to be in a state of total apathy, with-
out principle or passion, for I cannot afford the
name of passion to such a vile appetite as an in-

satiable thirst of lucre. He was, indeed, so cold
and forbidding, that, in Japan, the people distin-

guished him by a nick-name equivalent to the
English word Salamander ; not that he was inclined

to live in fire, but that the coldness of his heart
would have extinguished any fire it had approached.
Some individuals imagined that he had been begot
upon a mermaid by a sailor of Kamschatka, but
this was a mere fable. I can assure you, however,
that when his lips were in contact with the Cuboy's
posteriors, Fika-kaka's teeth were seen to chatter.

The pride o*' this animal was equal to his frigidity.

He affected to establish new regulations at the
council where he presided ; he treated his equals
with insolence, and his superiors with contempt
Other people generally rejoice in obliging their

fellow-creatures when they can do it without preju-
dice to their own interest. Nin-com-poo-po had a
repulsive power in his disposition, and seemed to
take pleasure in denying a request. When this

vain creature, selfish, inelegant, arrogant, and un-
couth, appeared in all his trappings at the Dairo's
court, upon a festival, he might have been justly

compared to a Lapland idol of ice, adorned with a
profusion of brass leaf and trinkets of pewter. In
the direction of the Fune, he was provided with
a certain number of assessors, counsellors, or co-

adjutors, but these he never consulted more than if

they had been wooden images. He distributed his

commands among his own dependants, and left all

the forms of the office to the care of the scribe,

who thus became so necessary, that his influence

sometimes had well nigh interfered with that of the
president, nay, they have been seen, like the
electrical spheres of two bodies, repelling each
other. Hence, it was observed, that the office of the

Sey-seo-gunsiality resembled the serpent called

Amphisbffina, which, contrary to the formation of
other animals in head and tail, has a head where
the tail should be. Well, indeed, might they com-
pare them to a serpent, in creeping, cunning, cold-

ness, and venom ; but the comparison would have
held with more propriety had nature produced a
serpent without ever a head at all.

The fourth who contributed his credit and
capacity to this coalition, was Foksi-roku, a man
who greatly surpassed them all in the science of
politics, bold, subtle, interested, insinuating, am-
bitious, and indefatigable. An adventurer from his

cradle, a latitudinarian in principle, a libertine in

morals, without the advantages of birth, fortune,

character, or interest ; by his own natural sagacity,

a close attention to the follies and foibles of man-
kind, a projecting spirit, an invincible assurance,

and an obstinacy of perseverance, proof against all

the shocks of disappointment and repulse ; he forced

himself, as it were, into the scale of preferment

;

and beingfound equally capable and compliant, rose

to high offices of trust and profit, detested by the

people as one of the most desperate tools of a wicked
administration, and odious to his colleagues in the

m y for his superior talents, his restless am-
bition, and the uncertainty of his attachment.

As interest prompted him be hovered between

the triumvirate we have described, and another

knot of competitors for the ad n, headed by
Quamba-cun-dono, a great Quo related to the

Dairo, who had borne the supreme command in the

army, and was styled Fatzman,* tear i£oia)v, or by
way of eminence. This accomplished prince was
not only the greatest in his mind, but also the

greatest in his person of all the subjects of Japan ;

and whereas your Sbakspeare makes Falstaff

urge it as a plea in his own favour, that as he had

more flesh, so likewise he had more frailty than

other men ; I may justly convert the proposition

in favour of Quamba-cun-dcno, and affirm, that as

he had more flesh, so he had more virtue than

any other Japanese ; more bowels, more humanity,

more beneficence, more affability. He was un-

doubtedly, for a Fatzman, the most courteous, the

most gallant, the most elegant, generous and muni-
* Vide Keropfer, Am^nitat. Japan.
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ficent Quo that ever adorned the court of Japan.
So consummate in the art of war, that the whole
world could not produce a general to match him in

foresight, vigilance, conduct, and ability. Indeed
his intellects were so extraordinary and extensive,

that he seemed to sentimentize at every pore, and
to have the faculty of thinking diffused all over his

frame, even to his fingers' ends
; or, as the Latins

call it, ad nvyuem
; nay, so wonderful was his or-

ganical conformation, that, in the opinion of many
Japanese philosophers, his whole body was en-

veloped in a kind of poultice of brain, and that if

he had lost his head in battle, the damage with
regard to his power of reflection would have been
scarce perceptible. After he had achieved many
glorious exploits in a war against the Chinese on
the continent, he was sent with a strong army to

quell a dangerous insurrection in the northern parts

of Ximo, which is one of the Japanese islands. He
accordingly by his valour crushed the rebellion

;

and afterwards, by dint of clemency and discretion,

extinguished the last embers of disaffection. When
the insurgents were defeated, dispersed, and dis-

armed, and a sufficient number selected for example,
his humanity emerged, and took full possession of

his breast. He considered them as wretched men,
misled by false principles of honour, and sympa-
thised with their distress ; he pitied them as men
and fellow-citizens ; he regarded them as useful

fellow-subjects, who might be reclaimed and re-

united to the community. Instead of sending out

the ministers of blood, rapine, and revenge, to ravage,

burn, and destroy, without distinction of age, sex,

or principle ; he extended the arms of mercy to all

who would embrace that indulgence ; he protected

the lives and habitations of the helpless, and di-

minished the number of the malcontents much
more effectually by his benevolence than by his

sword.

The southern Japanese had been terribly alarmed

at this insurrection, and in the first transports of

their deliverance, voluntarily taxed themselves with

a considerable yearly tribute to the hero Quamba-
cun-dono. In all probability, they would not have
appeared so grateful, had they staid to see the effects

of his merciful disposition towards the vanquished

rebels ; for mercy is surely no attribute of the

Japanese, considered as a people. Indeed, nothing

could form a more striking contrast than appeared

in the transactions in the northern and southern

parts of the empire at this juncture. While the

amiable Quamba-eun-dono was employed in the

godlike office of gathering together, and cherishing

under his wings the poor, dispersed, forlorn widows
and orphans, whom the savage hand of war had
deprived of parent, husband, home, and sustenance

;

while he, in the north, gathered these miserable

creatures even as a hen gathereth her chickens
;

Sti-phi-rum-poo, and other judges in the south,

were condemning such of their parents and hus-

bands, as survived the sword, to crucifixion, caul-

drons of boiling oil, or exenteration ; and the

people were indulging their appetites by feasting

upon the viscera thus extracted. The liver of a

Ximian was in such request at this period, that if

the market had been properly managed and sup-

plied, this delicacy would have sold for two obans

a pound, or about four pounds sterling. The troops

in the north might have provided at the rate of a

thousand head per month for the demand of Meaco;
and though the other parts of the carcass would not
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have sold at so high a price as the liver, heart,

harrigals, sweet-bread and pope's eye ; yet the
whole, upon an average, would have fetched at the

rate of three hundred pounds a head
;
especially if

those animals, which are but poorly fed in their

own country, had been fattened up and kept upon
hard meat for the slaughter. This new branch of
traffic would have produced about three hundred
and sixty thousand pounds annually ; for the re-

bellion might easily have been fomented from year
to year ; and consequently it would have yielded a
considerable addition to the emperor's revenue, by
a proper taxation.

The philosophers of Japan were divided in their

opinions concerning this new taste for Ximian
flesh, which suddenly sprung up among the Ja-
panese. Some ascribed it to a principle of hatred

and revenge, agreeable to the common expression

of animosity among the multitude. "You dog, I'll

have your liver." Others imputed it to a notion

analogous to the vulgar conceit, that the liver of a
mad dog being eaten, is a preventive against mad-
ness

; ergo, the liver of a traitor is an antidote

against treason. A third sort derived this strange

appetite from the belief of the Americans, who
imagine they shall inherit all the virtues of the

enemies they devour ; and a fourth affirmed, that

the demand for this dainty arose from a very high
and peculiar flavour in Ximian flesh, which flavour

was discovered by accident ;
moreover, there were

not wanting some who supposed this banquet was
a kind of sacrifice to the powers of sorcery ; as we
find that one of the ingredients of the charm pre-

pared in Shakspeare's cauldron was " the liver of

blaspheming Jew ;" and indeed it is not at all

improbable that the liver of a rebellious Ximian
might be altogether as effectual. I know that Fika-

kaka was stimulated by curiosity to try the experi-

ment, and held divers consultations with his cooks

on this subject. They all declared in favour of the

trial ; and it was accordingly presented at the table,

where the Cuboy eat of it to such excess as to

produce a surfeit. He underwent a severe evacua-

tion both ways, attended with cold sweats and
swoonings. In a word, his agony was so violent

that he ever after loathed the sight of Ximian flesh,

whether dead or alive.

With the Fatzman Quamba-cun-donj was con-

nected another Quo called Gotto-mio, viceroy of

Xicoco, one of the islands of Japan. If his under-

standing had been as large as his fortune, and his

temper a little more tractable, he would have been

a dangerous rival to the Cuboy. But if their brains

had been weighed against each other, the nineteenth

part of a grain would have turned either scale ; and
as Fika-kaka had negative qualities, which sup-

ported and extended his personal influence, so Gotto-

mio had positive powers, that defended him from

all approaches of popularity. His pride was of the

insolent order ; his temper extremely irascible ;

and his avarice quite rapacious ; nay, he is said to

have once declined the honour of a kicking from
the Dario. Conceited of his own talents, he affected

to harangue in the council of Twenty-eight; but

his ideas were embarrassed ; his language was mean

;

and his elocution more discordant than the braying

of fifty asses. When Fika-kaka addressed himself

to speech, an agreeable simper played upon the

countenances of all the audience ; but soon as Gotto-

mio stood up, every spectator raised his thumbs to

his ears, as it were instinctively. The Dario, Got-
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haina-baba, by the advice of the Cuboy, sent him
over to govern the people of Xicoco, and a more
effectual method could not have been taken to

mortify his arrogance. His deportment was so in-

solent, his economy so sordid, and his government
so arbitrary, that those islanders, who are re-

markably ferocious and impatient, expressed their

hatred and contempt of him on every occasion.

His Quanbukuship was hardly safe from outrage in

the midst of his guards ; and a cross was actually

erected for the execution of his favourite Kow-kin,
who escaped with some difficulty to the island of

Niphon, whither also his patron soon followed him,
attended by the curses of the people whom he had
been sent to rule.

He who presided at the council of Twenty-eight
was called Soo-san-sin-o, an old experienced shrewd
politician, who conveyed more sense in one single

sentence, than could have been distilled from all the

other brains in council, had they been macerated in

one alembic. He was a man of extensive learning

and elegant taste. He saw through the characters

of his fellow-labourers in the ad n. He laughed
at the folly of one faction, and detested the arro-

gance and presumption of the other. In an as-

sembly of sensible men, his talents would have
shone with superior lustre ; but at the council of

Twenty-eight, they were obscured hy the thick

clouds of ignorance that enveloped his brethren.

The Dario had a personal respect for him, and is

said to have conferred frequent favours on his pos-

teriors in private. He kicked the Cuboy often ex

officio, as a husband thinks it incumbent upon him
to caress his wife ; but he kicked the president for

pleasure, as a voluptuary embraces his mistress.

Soo-san-sin-o, conscious that he had no family
interest to support him in cabals among the people,

and, careless of his country's fate, resolved to enjoy
the comforts of life in quiet. He laughed and
quaffed with his select companions in private ; re-

ceived his appointments thankfully ; and swam with
the tide of politics as it happened to flow. It was
pretty extraordinary that the wisest man should be
the greatest cypher ; but such was the will of the

gods.

Besides these great luminaries that enlightened
the cabinet of Japan, I shall have occasion, in the

course of my narrative, to describe many other
stars of an inferior order. At this board there was
as great a variety of characters, as we find in the
celebrated table of Cebes. Nay, indeed, what was
objected to the philosopher, might have been more
justly said of the Japanese councils. There was
neither invention, unity, nor design among them.
They consisted of mobs of sauntering, strolling,

vagrant, and ridiculous politicians. Their schemes
were absurd, and their deliberations like the
sketches of anarchy. All was bellowing, bleating,

braying, grinning, grumbling, confusion, and up-
roar. It was more like a dream of chaos than a
picture of human life. If the AAIMON, or genius,
was wanting, it must be owned that Fika-kaka
exactly answered Cebes's description of TTXH, or
fortune, blind and frantic, running about every
where; giving to some and taking from others,
without rule or distinction ; while her emblem of
the round stone, fairly shows his giddy nature

;

KaXois ix-qnifi <pv(rit> auTrjs. Here, however, one
might have seen many other figures of the painter's
allegory ; such as Deception tendering the cup of
ignorance and error, opinions and appetites ; Dis-

appointment and Anguish; Debauchery, Profligacy,

Gluttony, and Adulation ; Luxury, Frand, Rapine,
Perjury, and Sacrilege ; but not the least traces of

the virtues which are described in the group of true

education, and in the grove of happiness.

The two factions that divided the council of

Japan, though inveterate enemies to each other,

heartily and cordially concurred in one particular,

which was the worship established in the temple of

Fakku-basi, or the White Horse. This was the

orthodox faith in Japan, and was certainly founded,

as St Paul saith of the Christian religion, upon the

evidence of things not seen. All the votaries of

this superstition of Fakku-basi subscribed and
swore to the following creed, implicitly, without

hesitation or mental reservation, " I believe in the

White Horse, that he descended from Heaven,
and sojourned in Jeddo, which is the land of pro-

mise. I believe in Bupo his apostle, who first de-

clared to the children of Niphon, the glad tidings

of the gospel of Fakku-basi. I believe that the

White Horse was begot by a black mule, and
brought forth by a green dragon ; that his head is

of silver, and his hoofs are of brass ; that he eats

gold as provender, and discharges diamonds as

dung ; that the Japanese are ordained and pre-

destined to furnish him with food, and the people

of Jeddo to clear away his litter. I believe that

the island of Niphon is joined to the continent of

Jeddo, and that whoever thinks otherwise shall be

damned to all eternity. I believe that the smallest

portion of matter may be practically divided ad infi-

nitum : that equal quantities taken from equal quan-

tities, an unequal quantity will remain ; that two
and two make seven ; that the sun rules the night,

the stars the day ; and the moon is made of green

cheese. Finally, I believe that a man cannot be

saved without devoting his goods and his chattels,

his children, relations, and friends, his senses, and
ideas, his soul and his body, to the religion of the

White Horse, as it is prescribed in the ritual of

Fakku-basi." These are the tenets which the

Japanese ministers swallowed as glib as the English

clergy swallowed the thirty-nine articles.

Having thus characterised the chiefs that dis-

puted the administration, or, in other words, the

empire of Japan, I shall now proceed to a plain

narration of historical incidents, without pretend-

ing to philosophize like H e, or dogmatize like

S tt. I shall only tell thee, Nathaniel, that

Britain never gave birth but to two historians

worthy of credit, and they were Taliessin and

Geoffrey of Monmouth. I'll tell you another secret.

The whole world has never been able to produce

six good historians. Herodotus is fabulous, even

to a proverb ;
Thucydides is perplexed, obscure,

and unimportant ;
Polybius is dry and inelegant

;

Livy superficial ; and Tacitus a coxcomb. Guic-

ciardini wants interest; Davila digestion ; and Sarpi

truth. In the whole catalogue of French historians,

there is not one of tolerable authenticity.

In the year of the period Foggien one hundred

and fifty-four, the tranquillity of Japan was inter-

rupted by the encroachments of the Chinese adven-

turers, who made descents upon certain islands

belonging to the Japanese, a great way to the

southward of Xicoco. They even settled colonies,

and built forts on some of them, while the two em-

pires were at peace with each other. When the

Japanese governors expostulated with the Chinese

officers on this intrusion, they were treated with
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ridicule and contempt ; then they had recourse to

force of arms, and some skirmishes -were fought

with various success. When the tidings of these

hostilities arrived at Meaco, the whole council of

Twenty-eight was overwhelmed with fear and con-

fusion. The Dairo kicked them all round, not from
passion, hut hy way of giving an animating fillip

to their deliberative faculties. The disputes had
happened in the island of Fatsissio ; hut there were
only three members of the council who knew that

Fatsissio was an island, although the commerce
there carried on was of the utmost importance to

the empire of Japan. They were as much in the

dark with respect to its situation. Fika-kaka, on
the supposition that it adjoined to the coast of Corea,

expressed his apprehension that the Chinese would
invade it with a numerous army ; aud wTas so trans-

portedwhen Foksi-roku assured him it was an island

at a vast distance from any continent, that he kissed

him five times in the face of the whole council ; and
his royal master, Got-hama-baba, swore he should

be indulged with a double portion of kicking at his

next private audience. The same counsellor pro-

posed, that as the Fune, or navy of Japan, was much
more numerous than the fleet of China, they should

immediately avail themselves of this advantage.

Quamba-cun-dono the Fatzman was of opinion

that war should be immediately declared, and an

army transported to the continent. Sti-phi-rum-

poo thought it would be more expedient to sweep
the seas of the Chinese trading vessels, without

giving them any previous intimation ; and to this

opinion Admiral Nin-kom-poo-po subscribed, not

only out of deference to the superior understanding

of his sage ally, who undertook to prove it was not

contrary to the law of nature and nations to plunder

the subjects of foreign powers, who trade on the

faith of treaties ; but also from his own inclination,

which was much addicted to pillage without blood-

shed. To him, therefore, the task was left of

scouring the seas, and intercepting the succours

which, they had received intelligence, were ready

to sail from one of the ports of China to the island

of Fatsissio. In the mean time junks were pro-

vided for transporting thither a body of Japanese

troops, under the command of one Koan, an obscure

officer, without conduct or experience, whom the

Fatzman selected for this service ; not that he sup-

posed him possessed of superior merit, but because

no leader of distinction cared to engage in such a

disagreeable expedition.

Nin-kom-poo-po acted according to the justest

ideas which had been formed of his understanding.

He let loose his cruisers among the merchant ships

of China, and the harbours of Japan were quickly

filled with prizes and prisoners. The Chinese ex-

claimed against these proceedings as the most per-

fidious acts of piracy ; and all the other powers of

Asia beheld them with astonishment. But the con-

summate wisdom of the sea Sey-seo-gun appeared

most conspicuous in another stroke of generalship

which he now struck. Instead of blocking up in the

Chinese harbour the succours destined to reinforce

the enemy in Fatsissio, until they should be driven

from their encroachments on that island, he very

wisely sent a strong squadron of Fune to cruise in

the open sea, midway between China and Fatsissio,

m the most tempestuous season of the year, when
the fogs are so thick and so constant in that latitude

as to rival the darkness of a winter night ; and

supported the feasibility of this scheme in council,

by observing, that the enemy would be thus decoyed

from their harbour, and undoubtedly intercepted

in their passage by the Japanese squadron. This

plan was applauded as one of the most ingenious

stratagems that ever was devised ; and Fika-kaka

insisted upon kissing his posteriors, as the most
honourable mark of his approbation.

Philosophers have observed, that the motives of

actions are not to be estimated by events. Fortune

did not altogether fulfil the expectations of the

council. General Koan suffered himself and his

army to be decoyed into the middle of a wood,

where they stood like sheep in the shambles, to

be slaughtered by an unseen enemy. The Chinese

succours perceiving their harbour open, set sail for

Fatsissio, which they reached in safety, by changing

their course about one degree from the common
route ; while the Japanese Fune continued cruising

among the fogs, until the ships were shattered by

storms, and the crews more than half destroyed by

cold and distemper.

When the news of these disasters arrived, great

commotion arose in the council. The Dairo Got-

hama-baba fluttered, and clucked, and cackled, and

hissed, like a goose disturbed in the act of incuba-

tion. Quamba-cun-dono shed bitter tears ; the

Cuboy snivelled and sobbed ;
Sti-phi-rum-poo

groaned ; Gotto-mio swore ; but the sea Sey-seo-

gun Nin-kom-poo-po underwent no alteration. He
sat as the emblem of insensibility, fixed as the

north star, and as cold as that luminary, sending

forth emanations of frigidity. Fika-kaka, mis

taking this congelation for fortitude, went round

and embraced him where he sat, exclaiming, " My
dear Day, Sey-seo-gun, what would you advise in

this dilemma?" But the contact had almost cost

him his life; for the touch of Nin-kom-poo-po,

thus congealed, had the same effect as that of the

fish called Torpor. The Cuboy's whole body was

instantly benumbed ; and if his friends had not in-

stantly poured down his throat a considerable quan-

tity of strong spirit, the circulation would have

ceased. This is what philosophers call a genera-

tion of cold, which became so intense, that the

mercury in a Japanese thermometer, constructed

on the same principles which were afterwards

adopted by Fahrenheit, and fixed in the apartment,

immediately sunk thirty degrees below the freezing

point.

The first astonishment of the council was suc-

ceeded by critical remarks and argumentat ion. The
Dairo consoled himself by observing, that his troops

made a very soldierly appearance as they lay on

the field in their new clothing, smart caps, and

clean buskins; and that the enemy allowed they

had never seen beards and whiskers in better

order. He then declared, that should a war ensue

with China, he would go abroad and expose him-

self for the glory of Japan. Foksi-roku expressed

his surprise that a general should march his army
through a wood in an unknown country , without hav-

ing it first reconnoitred ; but the Fatzman assured

him that was a practice never admitted into the dis-

cipline of Japan. Gotto-mio swore the man was

mad to stand with his men, like oxen in a stall, to

be knocked on the head, without using any means

of defence. " Why the devil," said he, " did not

he either retreat, or advance to close engagement

with the handful of Chinese who formed the am-
buscade ?" " I hope, my dear Quan-buku," replied

I

the Fatzman, " that the troops of Japan will always
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stand without flinching. I should have been mor-

tified beyond measure, had they retreated without

seeing the face of the enemy :—that would have

been a disgrace which never befel any troops

formed under my direction ; and as for advancing,

the ground would not permit any manoeuvre of that

nature. They were engaged in a cul de sac, where
they could not form either in hollow square, front

line, potence, column, or platoon. It was the for-

tune of war, and they bore it like men :—we shall

be more fortunate on another occasion." The pre-

sident Soo-san-sin-o took notice, that if there had
been one Spaniel in the whole Japanese army, this

disaster could not have happened, as the animal

would have beat the bushes, and discovered the

ambuscade. He therefore proposed, that if the

war was to be prosecuted in Fatsissio, which is a

country overgrown with wood, a number of blood-

hounds might be provided and sent over, to run

upon the foot in the front and on the flanks of the

army, when it should be on its march through such

impediments. Quamba-cun-dono declared, that

soldiers had much better die in the bed of honour,

than be saved and victorious, by such an unmiii-

tary expedient ; that such a proposal was so con-

trary to the rules of war, and the scheme of enlist-

ing dogs so derogatory from the dignity of the

service, that if ever it should be embraced, he
•would resign his command, and spend the re-

mainder of his life in retirement. This canine

project was equally disliked by the Dairo, who
approved of the Fatzman's objection, and sealed

his approbation with a pedestrian salute of such

momentum, that the Fatzman could hardly stand

under the weight of the compliment. It was
agreed that new levies should be made, and a new
squadron of Fune equipped with all expedition

;

and thus the assembly broke up.

Fortune had not yet sufficiently humbled the

pride of Japan. That body of Chinese which
defeated Koan, made several conquests in Fatsissio,

and seemed to be in a fair way of reducing the

whole island. Yet the court of China, not satis-

fied with this success, resolved to strike a blow that

should be equally humiliating to the Japanese, in

another part of the world. Having by specious

remonstrances already prepossessed all the neigh-

bouring nations against the government of Japan,

as the patrons of perfidy and piracy, they fitted out

an armament, which was intended to subdue the

island of Motao on the coast of Corea, which the

Japanese had taken in a former war, and now
occupied at a very great expense, as a place of the

utmost importance to the commerce of the empire.

Repeated advices of the enemy's design were sent

from different parts to the m y of Japan ; but

they seemed all overwhelmed by such a lethargy of

infatuation, that no measures of prevention were
concerted.

Such was the opinion of the people; but the

truth is, they were fast asleep. The Japanese hold

with the ancient Greeks and modern Americans,
that dreams are from heaven ; and in any per-

plexing emergency, they, like the Indians, Jews,
and natives of Madagascar, have recourse to

dreaming as to an oracle. These dreams or divi-

nations are preceded by certain religious rites analo-

gous to the ceremony of the ephod, the Urim and the
Thummim. The rites were religiously performed
il the council of Twenty-Eight ; and a deep sleep

overpowered the Dairo and all his counsellors.

OF AN ATOM.

Got-hama-baba, the emperor, who reposed his

head upon the pillowy sides of Quamba-cun-dono,
dreamed that he was sacrificing in the temple of

Fakku-basi, and saw the deity of the White Horse
devouring pearls by the bushel at one end, and
voiding corruption by the ton at the other. The
Fatzman dreamed that a great number of Chinese

cooks were busy buttering his brains. Gotto-

mio dreamed of lending money, and borrowing
sense. Sti-phi-rum-poo thought he had procured

a new law for clapping padlocks upon the chastity

of all the females in Japan, under twenty, of which
padlocks he himselfkept the keys. Nin-com-poo-po
dreamed he was metamorphosed into a sea-lion, in

pursuit of a shoal of golden gudgeons. One did

laugh in's sleep, and one cried murder. The first

was Soo-san-sin-o, who had precisely the same
vision that disturbed the imagination of the Cuboy.
He thought he saw the face of a right reverend

prelate of the Bonzas, united with, and growing to

the posteriors of the minister. Fika-kaka under-

went the same disagreeable illusion, with this

aggravating circumstance, that he already felt the

teeth of the said Bonza. The president laughed

aloud at the ridiculous phenomenon : the Cuboy
exclaimed in the terror of being encumbered with

such a monstrous appendage. It was not without

some reason he cried, " Murder !" Foksi-roku,

who happened to sleep on the next chair, dreamed
of money-bags, places, and reversions ; and in the

transport of his eagerness, laid fast hold on the

trunk-breeches of the Cuboy, including certain fun-

damentals, which he grasped so violently, as to

excite pain, and extort the exclamation from Fika-

kaka, even in his sleep.

The council being at last waked by the clamours

of the people, who surrounded the palace, and
proclaimed that Motao was in danger of an inva-

sion ; the sea Sey-seo-gun Nin-kom-poo-po, was
ordered to fit out a fleet of Fune, for the relief of

that island ; and directions were given that the

commander of these Fune should, in his voyage,

touch at the garrison of Foutao, and take on board

from thence a certain number of troops, to rein-

force the Japanese governor of the place, that was
in danger. Nin-kom-poo-po for this service chose

the commander Bihn-goh, a man who had never

signalised himself by any act of valour. He sent

him out with a squadron of Fune ill manned,

wretchedly provided, and inferior in number to the

fleet of China, which was by this time known to be

assembled, in order to support the invasion of the

island of Motao. He sailed, nevertheless, on this

expedition, and touched at the garrison of Foutao,

to take in the reinforcement : but the orders sent

for this purpose from Nob-od-i, minister for the

department of war, appeared so contradictory and

absurd, that they could not possibly be obeyed ; so

that Bihn-goh proceeded without the reinforcement

towards Motao, the principal fortress of which was

by this time invested. He had been accidentally

joined by a few cruisers, which rendered him equal

in strength to the Chinese squadron which he now
descried. Both commanders seemed afraid of each

other. The fleets, however, engaged ; but little

damage was done to either. They parted as if by
consent. Bihn-goh made the best of his way back

to Foutao, without making the least attempt to

succour, or open a communication with Fi-de-ta-

da, the governor of Motao, who, looking upon him-

self as abandoned by his country, surrendered his
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fortress, with the whole island, to the Chinese

general. These disgraces happening on the back

of* the Fatsissian disasters, raised a prodigious fer-

ment in Japan, and the ministry had almost sunk

under the first fury of the people's resentment.

They not only exclaimed against the folly of the

administration, but they also accused them of

treachery ; and seemed to think that the glory and

advantage of the empire had been betrayed. What
increased the commotion, was the terror of an

invasion, with which the Chinese threatened the

islands of Japan. The terrors of Fika-kaka had

already cost him two pair of trunk hose, which

were defiled by sudden sallies or irruptions from

the postern of his microcosm; and these were

attended with such noisome effluvia, that the Bon-

zas could not perform the barbal abstersion without

marks of abhorrence. The emperor himself was seen

to stop his nose, and turn away his head, when he

approached him to perform the pedestrian exercise.

Here I intended to insert a dissertation on

trowsers or trunk-breeches, called by the Greeks,

Bpaicoi, et Trfpi'fw.uaTu; by the Latins, bracca la.ro; ; by

the Spaniards, bragasanchas; by the Italians, calzone

largo ; by the French, haul dechausses; by the Saxons,

brcccce; by the Swedes, brackor; by the Irish,

briechan ; by the Celtse, brag ; and by the Japanese,

bra-ah. I could make some curious discoveries

touching the analogy between the Ufplfanara and

Zwviov yuvaiKuov, and point out the precise time at

which the Grecian women began to wear the

breeches. I would have demonstrated that the

cingulum muliebre was originally no other than the

wife's literally wearing the husband's trowsers at

certain orgia, as a mark of dominion transferred

pro tempore, to the female. I would have drawn a

curious parallel between the Zwviov of the Greek,

and the shim or middle cloth worn by the black

ladies in Guinea. I would have proved that breeches

were not first used to defend the central parts from

the injuries of the weather, inasmuch as they were

first worn by the Orientals in a warm climate ;
as you

may see in Fersius, Braccatis illita medis—porticus.

I would have shown that breeches were first brought

from Asia to the northern parts of Europe, by the

Celtce, sprung from the ancient Gomanaus :
that

trowsers were worn in Scotland long before the time

of Fythagoras ; and indeed we are told by Jambly-

chus, that Abaris, the famous Highland philosopher,

cotemporary, and personally acquainted with the

sage of Crotona, wore long trowsers. I myself can

attest the truth of that description, as I well re-

member the person and habit of that learned

mountaineer. I would have explained the reasons

that compelled the posterity of those mountaineers

to abandon the breeches of their forefathers, and

expose their posteriors to the wind. I would have

convinced the English antiquaries that the inhabi-

tants of Yorkshire came originally from the High-

lands of Scotland, before the Scots had laid aside

their breeches, and wore this part of dress, long after

their ancestors, as well as the southern Britons,

were unbreeched by the Romans. From this dis-

tinction they acquired the name of Brigantes, quasi

Bragantes; and hence came the verb to brag, or

boast contemptuously ; for the neighbours of the

Brigantes being at variance with that people, used,

by way of contumelious defiance, when they saw

any of them passing or repassing, to clap their

hands on their posteriors, and cry Brag-Brag. I

would have drawn a learned comparison between

the shield of Ajax and the seven-fold breeches of

a Dutch Skipper. Finally, I would have promul-

gated the original use of trunk-breeches, which
would have led me into a discussion of the rites of

Cloacina, so differently worshipped by the southern

and northern inhabitants of this kingdom. These
disquisitions would have unveiled the mysteries

that now conceal the origin, migration, superstition,

language, laws, and connexions of different nations
—sed nunc non erit his locus. I shall only observe,

that Linseot and others are mistaken in deriving

the Japanese from their neighbours the Chinese

;

and that Dr. Kempfer is right in his conjecture,

supposing them to have come from Media immedi-

ately after the confusion of Babel. It is no won-

der, therefore, that being Braccatorum filii, they

should retain the wide breeches of their progenitors.

Having dropped these hints concerning the origin

of breeches, I shall now return to the great per-

sonage that turned me into this train of thinking.

The council of Twenty-eight being assembled in a

great hurry, Fika-kaka sat about five seconds in

silence, having in his countenance nearly the same

expression which you have seen in the face and

attitude of Felix on his tribunal, as represented by

the facetious Hogarth, in his print done after the

Dutch taste. After some pause, he rose, and survey-

ing every individual of the council though a long

tube, began a speech to this effect. " Imperial Got-

hama-baba, my ever glorious master; and you, ye

illustrious nobles of Japan, Quanbukus, Quos, Days,

and Daygos, my fellows and colleagues, in the

work of administration ; it is well-known to you

all, and they are rascals that deny it, I have watched

and fasted "for the public weal. By G—d, I have

deprived myself of two hours of my natural rest,

every night for a week together. Then I have

been so hurried with state affairs, that I could not

eat a comfortable meal in a whole fortnight: and

what rendered this misfortune the greater, my
chief cook had dressed an olio a la Chine. I say

an olio, my Lords, such an olio as never appeared

before upon a table in Japan—by the Lord, it cost

me fifty obans; and I had not time to taste a

morsel. Well, then, I have watched, that my
fellow-subjects should sleep ; I have fasted, that

they should feed. I have not only watched and

fasted, but I have prayed,—no, not much of that

—

yes, by the Lord, I have prayed, as it were—I have

ejaculated—I have danced and sung at the Matsuris,

which, you know, are religious rites— I have

headed the multitude, and treated all the ragga-

muffins in Japan. To be certain, I could not do

too much for our most excellent and sublime em-

peror, an emperor unequalled in wisdom, and un-

rivalled in generosity. Were I to expatiate from

the rising of the sun to the setting thereof, I should

not speak half his praise. O happy nation! O
fortunate Japan ! happy in such a Dairo to wield

the sceptre ; and let me add, vanity apart, fortunate

in such a Cuboy to conduct the administration.

Such a prince! and such a minister!—a ha! my
noble friend Soo-san-sin-o, I see your Dayship

smile. I know what you think, ha! ha! Very

well, my Lord—you may think what you please,

but two such head-pieces—pardon,my royal master,

my presumption in laying our heads together,—you

won't find again in the whole universe, ha! ha!

I'll be d—ed if you do, ha ! ha ! ha !" The tu-

mult without doors was, by this time, increased to

such a degree, that the Cuboy could utter nothing
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more ab anteiiori ; and the majority of the members
sat aghast in silence. The Dairo declared he

would throw his cap out of the window into the

midst of the populace, and challenge any single

man of them to bring it up ; but he was dissuaded

from hazarding his sacred person in such a manner.

Quamba-cun-dono proposed to let loose the guards

among the multitude ; but Fika-kaka protested he

could never agree to an expedient so big with

danger to the persons of all present. Sti-phi-rum-

poo was of opinion that they should proceed ac-

cording to law, and indict the leaders of the mob
for a riot. Nin-kom-poo-po exhorted the Dairo

and the whole council to take refuge on board the

fleet. Gotto-mio sweated in silence : he trembled

for his money bags, and dreaded another encounter

with the mob, by whom he had suffered severely in

the flesh, upon a former occasion. The president

shrugged up his shoulders, and kept his eye fixed

upon a postern or backdoor. In this general conster-

nation Foksi-rok-. stood up, and offered a scheme,

which was immediately put in execution. "The multi-

tudejmy Lords," said he, "is a many headed monster

—it is a Cerberus that must have a sop :—it is a wild

beast so ravenous that nothing but blood will

appease its appetite : it is a whaie that must have a

barrel for its amusement :— it is a demon to which
we must offer up human sacrifice. Now, the

question is, Who is to be this sop, this barrel, this

scape-goat ? Tremble not, illustrious Fika-kaka—
be not afraid—your life is of too much consequence.

But I perceive that the Cuboy is moved—an un-

savoury odour assails my nostrils—brief let me be

—Bihn-goh must be the victim—happy, if the sa-

crifice of his single life can appease the commotions

of his country. To him let us impute the loss of

Motao. Let us, in the mean time, soothe the rabble

with solemn promises that national justice shall be

done ;—let us employ emissaries to mingle in all

places of plebeian resort ; to puzzle, perplex, and
prevaricate ; to exaggerate the misconduct of Bihn-

goh ; to traduce his character with retrospective

reproach ; strain circumstances to his prejudice
;

inflame the resentment of the vulgar against that

devoted officer ; and keep up the flame, by feeding

it with continual fuel."

The speech was heard with universal applause.

Foksi-ioku was kicked by the Dairo, and kissed by
the Cuboy, in token of approbation. The populace

were dispersed by means of fair promises. Bihn-

goh was put under arrest, and kept as a malefactor

in close prison. Agents were employed through

the whole metropolis, to vilify his character, and

accuse him of cowardice and treachery. Authors

were enlisted to defame him in public writings

;

and mobs hired to hang and burn him in effigy.

By these means, the revenge of the people was art-

fully transferred, and their attention effectually di-

verted from the ministry, which was the first object

of their indignation. At length, matters being duly-

prepared for the exhibition of such an extraordinary

spectacle, Bihn-goh underwent a public trial, was
unanimously found guilty, andunanimously declared
innocent

; by the same mouths condemned to death,

and recommended to mercy ; but mercy was in-

compatible with the designs of the ad n. The
unfortunate Bihn-goh was crucified for cowardice,

and bore his fate with the most heroic courage.

His behaviour at his death was so inconsistent with

the crime for which he was doomed to die, that

the emissaries of the Cuboy were fain to pro-
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pagate a report, that Bihn-goh had bribed a person

to represent him at his execution, and be crucified

in his stead.

This was a stratagem very well calculated for the

meridian of the Japanese populace ; and it would
have satisfied them entirely, had not their fears

been concerned. But the Chinese had for some
time been threatening an invasion, the terror of

which kept the people of Japan in perpetual agita-

tion and disquiet. They neglected their business,

and ran about in distraction, inquiring news, listen-

ing to reports, staring, whispering, whimpering,

clamouring, neglecting their food, and renouncing

their repose. The Dairo, who believed the Tartars

of Yesso (from whom he himself was descended)

had more valour, and skill and honesty, than was
possessed by any other nation on earth, took a

large body of them into his pay, and brought them
over to the island of Niphon, for the defence of his

Japanese dominions. The truth is, he had a strong

predilection for that people : he had been nursed

among them, and sucked it from the nipple. His

father had succeeded as heir to a paltry farm in

that country, and there he fitted up a cabin, which

he preferred to all the palaces of Meaco and Jeddo.

The son received the first rudiments of his educa-

tion among these Tartars, whose country had given

birth to his progenitor Bupo. He therefore loved

their country ; he admired their manners, because

they were conformable to his own ; and he was in

particular captivated by the taste they showed in

trimming and curling their mustachios.

In full belief that the Yessites stood as high in

the estimation of his Japanese subjects as in his

own, he imported a body of them into Kiphon,

where at first they were received as saviours and

protectors ; but the apprehension of danger no

sooner vanished, than they were exposed to a

thousand insults and mortifications, arising from

the natural prejudice to foreigners which prevails

among the people of Japan. They were reviled,

calumniated, and maltreated in every different

form, by every class of people ; and when the

severe season set in, the Japanese refused shelter

from the extremities of the weather to those very

auxiliaries they had hired to defend every thing

that was dear to them, from the swords of an

enemy whom they themselves durst not look in the

face. In vain Fika-kaka employed a double band

of artists to tickle their noses. They shut their

eyes, indeed, as usual : but their eyes no sooner

closed than their mouths opened, and out flew the

tropes and figures of obloquy and execration.

They exclaimed that they had not bought, but

caught the Tartar ; that they had hired the wolves

to' guard the sheep; that they were simple beasts

who could not defend themselves from the dog

with their own horns ; but what could be expected

from a flock which was led by such a pusillanimous

bell-wether?—In a word, the Yessites were sent

home in disgrace : but the ferment did not subside
;

and the conduct of the administration was sum-

moned before the venerable tribunal of the populace.

There was one Taycho who had raised himself

to great consideration in this self-constituted college

of the mob. He was distinguished by a loud

voice, an unabashed countenance, a fluency of

abuse, and an intrepidity of opposition to the

measures of the Cuboy, who was far from being a

favourite with the plebeians. Orator Taycho's

eloquence was admirably suited to Ids audience ; he
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roared and he brayed, and he bellowed against the
m r : he threw out personal sarcasms against the
Dairo himself. He inveighed against his partial at-

tachment to the land of Yesso,which he had more than
once manifested to the detriment of Japan : he in-

flamed the national prejudice against foreigners ; and
as he professed an inviolable zeal for thecommons of
Japan, he became the first demagogue of the empire.
The truth is, he generally happened to be on the
right side. The partiality of the Dairo, the errors,

absurdities, and corruption of the ministry, pre-

sented such a palpable mark as could not be missed
by the arrows of his declamation. This Cerberus
had been silenced more than once with a sop ; but
whether his appetite was not satisfied to the full, or
he was still stimulated by the turbulence of his

disposition, which would not allow him to rest, he
began to shake his chains anew, and open in the old

cry : which was a species of music to the mob, as

agreeable as the sound of a bagpipe to a moun-
taineer of North Britain, or the strum-strum to the

swarthy natives of Angola. It was a strain which
had the wonderful effect of effacing from the

memory of his hearers every idea of his former
fickleness and apostasy.

In order to weaken the effect of Orator Taycho's
harangues, the Cuboy had found means to intrude

upon the councils of the mob, a native of Ximo,
called Mura-clami, who had acquired some reputa-

tion for eloquence, as an advocate in the tribunals

of Japan. He certainly possessed an uncommon
share of penetration, with a silver tone of voice,

and a great magazine of words and phrases, which
flowed from him in a pleasing tide of elocution.

He had withal the art of soothing, wheedling, in-

sinuating, and misrepresenting with such a degree
of plausibility, that his talents were admired even
by the few who had sense enough to detect his

sophistry. He had no idea of principle, and no
feeling of humanity. He had renounced the

maxims of his family, after having turned them to

the best account by execrating the rites of Fakku-
basi, or the White Horse, in private among mal-
contents, while he worshipped him in public with
the appearance of enthusiastic devotion. When
detected in this double dealing, he fairly owned to

the Cuboy, that he cursed the White Horse in

private for his private interest, but that he served

him in public from inclination.

The Cuboy had just sense enough to perceive

that he would always be true to his own interest

;

and therefore he made it his interest to serve the

m y to the full extent of his faculties. Ac-
cordingly Mura-clami fought a good battle with
orator Taycho, in the occasional assemblies of the

populace. But as it is much more easy to inflame

than to allay, to accuse than to acquit, to asperse

than to purify, to unveil truth than to varnish

falsehood; in a word, to patronise a good cause

than to support a bad one ; the majesty of the mob
snuffed up the excrementitious salts of Taycho's
invectives, until their jugulars ached, while they

rejected with signs of loathing the flowers of Mura-
clami's elocution

;
just as a citizen of Edinburgh

stops his nose when he passes by the shop of a
perfumer.

While the constitution of human nature remains

unchanged, satire will be always better received

than panegyric, in those popular harangues. The
Athenians and Romans were better pleased with

the philippics of Demosthenes and Tully, than they
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would have been with all the praise those two
orators could have culled from the stores of their

eloquence. A man feels a secret satisfaction in

seeing his neighbour treated as a rascal. If he be
a knave himself (which ten to one is the case), he
rejoices to see a character brought down to the
level of his own, and a new member added to his

society ; if he be one degree removed from actual

roguery (which is the case with nine-tenths of those
who enjoy the reputation of virtue), he indulges
himselfwith the Pharisaical consolation of thanking
God he is not like that publican.

But to return from this digression : Mura-clami,
though he could not with all his talents maintain
any sort of competition with Taycho, in the opinion
of the mob ; he nevertheless took a more effectual

method to weaken the force of his opposition. He
pointed out to Fika-kaka the proper means for

amending the errors of his administration ; he pro-
posed measures for prosecuting the war with vigour

;

he projected plans of conquest in Fatsissio ; re-

commended active officers; forwarded expeditions;
and infused such a spirit into the councils of Japan,
as had not before appeared for some centuries.

But his patron was precluded from the benefit of
these measures, by the obstinate prejudice and pre
cipitation of the Dairo, who valued his Yessian
farm above all the empire of Japan. This precious

morsel of inheritance bordered upon the territories

of a Tartar chief called Brut-an-tiffi, a famous free-

booter, who had inured his Kurd to bloodshed, and
enriched himself with rapine. Of all mankind he
hated most the Dairo, though his kinsman ; and
sought a pretence for seizing the farm, which in

three days he could have made his own. The
Dairo Got-hama-baba, was not ignorant of his sen-

timents. He trembled for his cabin, when he con-
sidered its situation between hawk and buzzard

;

exposed on one side to the talons of Brut-an-tiffi,

and open on the other to the incursions of the

Chinese, under whose auspices the said Brut-an-

tiffi had acted formerly as a zealous partizan. He
had, indeed, in a former quarrel exerted him-
self with such activity and rancour, to thwart the

politics of the Dairo, and accumulate expenses on
the subjects of Niphon, that he was universally de-

tested through the whole empire of Japan as a
lawless robber, deaf to every suggestion ofhumanity,
respecting no law, restricted by no treaty, scoffing

at all religion, goaded by ambition, instigated by
cruelty, and attended by rapine.

In order to protect the farm from such a dan-
gerous neighbour, Got-hama-baba, by an effort of

sagacity peculiar to himself, granted a large subsidy

from the treasury of Japan, to a remote nation of

Mantchoux Tartars, on condition that they should

march to the assistance of his farm, whenever it

should be attacked. With the same sanity of fore-

sight, the Dutch might engage in a defensive league

with the Ottoman Forte, to screen them from the

attempts of the Most Christian King, who is already

on their frontiers. Brut-an-tiffi knew his advan-

tage, and was resolved to enjoy it. He had formed
a plan of usurpation, which could not he executed
without considerable sums of money. He gave the

Dairo to understand, he was perfectly sensible how
much the farm lay at his mercy : then proposed

that Got-hama-baba should renounce his subsidiary

treaty with the Mantchoux
;
pay a yearly tribute

to him Brut-an-tiffi, in consideration of his for-

bearing to seize the farm ; and maintain an army
3 o
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to protect it on the other side from the irruptions of

the Chinese.

Got-hama-baba, alarmed at this declaration, began

by his emissaries to sound the inclinations of his

Japanese subjects touching a continental war, for the

preservation of the farm ; but he found them totally

averse to this wise system of politics. Taycho, in

particular, began to bawl and bellow among the

mob, upon the absurdity of attempting to defend a

remote cabin, which was not defensible ;
upon the

iniquity of ruining a mighty empire, for the sake

of preserving a few barren acres, a naked common,

a poor, pitiful, pelting farm, the interest of which,

like Aaron's rod, had already, on many occasions,

swallowed up all regard and consideration for the

advantage of Japan. He inveighed against the

shameful and senseless partiality of Got-hama-baba:

he mingled menaces w ith his representations. He
expatiated on the folly and pernicious tendency of

a continental war : he enlarged upon the independ-

ence of Japan, secure in her insular situation. He
declared, that not a man should be sent to the con-

tinent, nor a subsidy granted to any greedy, mer-

cenary, freebooting Tartar ; and threatened, that if

any corrupt minister should dare to form such a

connexion, he would hang it about his neck, like a

millstone, to sink him to perdition. The bellows

of Taycho's oratory blew up such a flame in the

nation, that the Cuboy and all his partizans were

afraid to whisper one syllable about the iarm.

Meanwhile, Brut-an-tiffi, in order to quicken

their determinations, withdrew the garrison he had

in a town on the frontiers of China, and it was im-

mediately occupied by the Chinese ; an army of

whom poured in, like a deluge, through this open-

ing, upon the lands adjoining to the farm. Got-

hama-baba was now seized with a lit of temporary

distraction. He foamed and raved, and cursed and

swore in the Tartarian language : he declared he

would challenge Brut-an-tiffi to single combat. He
not onlv kicked, but also cuffed the whole council

of Twenty-eight, and played at foot-ball with his

imperial tiara. Fika-kaka was dumb-founded : Sti-

phi-rum-poo muttered something about a commis-

sion of lunacy : Nin-kom-poo-po pronounced the

words, flat-bottomed junks; but his teeth chat-

tered so much, that his meaning could not be

understood. The Fatzman offered to cross the sea

and put himself at the head of a body of light

horse, to observe the motions of the enemy : andGot-

to-mio prayed fervently within himself, that God
Almighty would be pleased to annihilate that

accursed farm, which had been productive of such

mischief to Japan. Nay, he even ventured to

exclaim, " Would to God the farm was sunk in the

middle of the Tartarian ocean !" " Heaven forbid
!"

cried the president Soo-san-sin-o, " for in that case,

Japan must be at the expense of weighing it up

again."

In the midst of this perplexity, they were sud-

denly surprised at the apparition of Taycho's head

nodding from a window that overlooked their de-

liberations. At sight of this horrid spectacle the

council broke up. The Dairo fled to the inmost

recesses of the palace, and all his counsellors

vanished, except the unfortunate Fika-kaka, whose

fear had rendered him incapable of any sort of

motion but one, and that he instantly had to a very

efficacious degree. Taycho bolting in at the

window advanced to the Cuboy without ceremony,

and accosted him in these words :
" It depends upon

the Cuboy, whether Taycho continues to oppose his

measures, or becomes his most obsequious servant.

Arise, illustrious Quanbuku, and cast your eyes

upon the steps by which I ascended." Accord-

ingly Fika-kaka looked, and saw a multitude of

people who had accompanied their orator into the
1

court of the palace, and raised for him an occa- 1

sional stair of various implements. The first step

was made by an old fig-box, the second by a night-

man's bucket, the third by a cask of hempseed, the

fourth by a tar-barrel, the fifth by an empty kil-

derkin, the sixth by a keg, the seventh by a bag of

soot, the eighth by a fish-woman's basket, the ninth

by a rotten pack-saddle, and the tenth by a block

of hard wood from the island of Fatsissio. It was

supported on one side by a varnished lettered post,

and on the other by a crazy hogshead. The arti-

ficers who erected this climax, and now exulted

over it with hideous clamour, consisted of grocers,

scavengers, halter-makers, carpenters, draymen,

distillers, chimney-sweepers, oysterwomen, ass-

drivers, aldermen, and dealers in waste-paper. To
make myself understood, I am obliged, Peacock,

to make use of those terms and denominations

which are known in this metropolis.

Fika-kaka, having considered this work with

astonishment, and heard the populace declare upon

oath, that they would exalt their orator above all

competition, was again addressed by the invincible

Taycho. " Your Quanbukuship perceives how
bootless it will be to strive against the torrent.

What need is there of many words ? admit me to a

share of the administration—I will commence your

humble slave—I will protect the farm at the ex-

pense of Japan, while there is an oban left in the

island of Niphon ; and I will muzzle these bears so

effectually, that they shall not show their teeth,

except inapplauding our proceedings." An author

who sees the apparition of a bailiff standing before

him in his garret, and instead of being shown a

capias, is presented with a bank note ; an impatient

lover stopped upon Bagshot Heath by a person in a

masque, who proves to be his sweetheart come to

meet him in disguise for the sake of the frolic ; a con-

demned criminal, who, on the morning of execution

day, instead of being called upon by the finisher of the

law, is visited by the sheriff with a free pardon

;

could not be more agreeably surprised than was

Fika-kaka at the demagogue's declaration. He
flew into his embrace and wept aloud with joy,

calling him his dear Taycho. He squeezed his

hand, kissed him on both cheeks, and swore he

should share the better half of all his power : then

he laughed and snivelled by turns, lolled out his

tongue, waddled about the chamber, wriggled and

niggled and noddled. Finally, he undertook to

prepare the Dairo for his reception, and it was

agreed that the orator should wait on his new col-

league next morning. This matter being settled to

their mutual satisfaction, Taycho retreated through

the window into the court-yard, and was convoyed

home in triumph by that many-headed hydra, the

mob, which shook its multitudinous tail, and brayed

through every throat with hideous exultation.

The Cuboy, mean while, had another trial to

undergo, a trial which he had not foreseen.

Taycho was no sooner departed, than he hied him

to the Dairo's cabinet, in order to communicate the

happy success of his negotiation. But at certain

periods, Got-hama-baba's resentmentwas more than

a match for any other passion that belonged to his
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disposition, and now it was its turn to reign. The
Dairo was made of very combustible materials, and
these had been kindled up by the appearance of
orator Taycho, who, he knew, had treated his
person with indecent freedoms, and publicly vilified
the worship of the White Horse. When Fika-kaka,
therefore, told him he had made peace with the
demagogue, the Dairo, instead of giving him the
kick of approbation, turned his own back upon the
Cuboy, and silenced him with a boh ! Had Fika-
kaka assailed him with the same syllogistical
sophism, which was used by the Stagyrite to
Alexander in a passion, perhaps he might have
listened to reason : y opy)/ oi irpbs taws o\Au ngbs
tovs Kpemovas y'lyerai, 2oi 8e owiels iaos—" Anger
should be raised not by our equals, but by our
superiors

;
but you have'no equal." Certain it is,

that Got-hama-baba had no equal ; but Fika-kaka
was no more like Aristotle, than his master re-
sembled Alexander. The Dairo remained deaf to
all his remonstrances, tears, and entreaties, until
he declared that there was no other way of saving
the farm, but that of giving carte blanche to
Taycho. This argument seemed at once to dispel
the clouds which had been compelled by his indig-
nation

: he consented to receive the orator in
quality of minister, and next day was appointed for
his introduction.

In the morning Taycho the Great repaired to the
palace of the Cuboy, where he privately performed
the ceremony of osculation a posteriori, sung a
solemn palinodia on the subject of political system,
repeated and signed the Buponian creed, embraced
the religion of Fakku-basi, and adored the White
Horse with marks of unfeigned piety and contri-
tion. Then he was conducted to the antechamber
of the emperor, who could not, without great diffi-

culty, so far master his personal dislike, as to ap-
pear before him with any degree of composure.
He was brought forth by Fika-kaka like a tame
bear to the stake, if that epithet of tame can be
given with any propriety to an animal which no-
body but his keeper dares approach. The orator,
perceiving him advance, made a low obeisance,
according to the custom of Japan, that is, by bend-
ing the body averse from the Dairo, and laying the
right hand upon the left buttock, and pronounced
with an audible voice, " Behold, invincible Got-
hama-baba, a sincere penitent come to make atone-
ment for his virulent opposition to your govern-
ment, for his atrocious insolence to your sacred
person. I have calumniated your favourite farm, I
have questioned your integrity, I have vilified your
character, ridiculed your understanding, and de-
spised your authority." This recapitulation was so
disagreeable to the Dairo, that he suddenly flew off
at a tangent, and retreated growling to his den

;

from whence he could by no means be lugged again
by the Cuboy, until Taycho, exalting his voice,
uttered these words :—" But I will exalt your au-
thority more than ever it was debased ; I will extol
your wisdom, and expatiate on your generosity ; I
will glorify the White Horse, and sacrifice all the
treasures of Japan, if needful, for the protection of
the farm of Yesso." By these cabalistical sounds
the wrath of Got-hama-baba was entirely appeased.
He now returned with an air of gaiety, strutting,

sideling, circling, fluttering, and cobbling like a
turkey-cock in his pride, when he displays his fea-

thers to the sun. Taycho hailed the omen, and
turning his face from the emperor, received such a
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salutation on the os sacrum, that the parts continued
vibrating and tingling for several days.
An indenture tripartite was now drawn up and

executed. Fika-kaka was continued treasurer, with
his levees, his bonzas, and his places ; and orator
Taycho undertook, in the character of chief scribe,
to protect the farm of Yesso, as well as to bridle
and manage the blatant beast whose name was Le-
gion. That a person of his kidney should have the
presumption to undertake such an affair, is not at
all surprising

; the wonder is, that his performance
should even exceed his promise. The truth is, he
promised more than he could have performed, had
not certain unforeseen incidents in which he had
no concern, contributed towards the infatuation of
the people.

The first trial to which he brought his ascen-
dancy over the mob, was his procuring from them
a free gift, to enable the Dairo to arm his own pri-
vate tenants in Yesso, together with some rag-
gamuffin Tartars in the neighbourhood, for the
defence of the farm. They winked so hard upon
this first overt act of his apostasy, that he was fully
persuaded they had resigned up all their senses to his
direction, and resolved to shew them to all Europe,
as a surprising instance of his art in monster-taming.
This furious beast not only suffered itself to be
bridled and saddled, but frisked and fawned, and
purred and yelped, and crouched before the orator,
licking his feet, and presenting its back to the
burdens which he was pleased to impose. Imme-
diately after this first essay, Quamba-cun-dono the
Fatzman was sent over to assemble and command
a body of light horse in Yesso, in order to keep an
eye on the motions of the enemy ; and indeed this
vigilant and sagacious commander conducted him-
self with such activity and discretion, that he soon
brought the war in those parts to a point of termi-
nation.

Meanwhile, Brut-an-tiffi continuing to hover on
the skirts of the farm, at the head of his myrmi-
dons, and demanding of the Dairo a categorical
answer to the hints he had given, Got-hama-baba
underwent several successive fits of impatience and
distraction. The Cuboy, instigated by his own par-
tizans, and in particular by Mura-clami, who hoped
to see Taycho take some desperate step that would
ruin his popularity ; I say the Cuboy, thus stimu-
lated, began to ply the orator with such pressing
entreaties as he could no longer resist ; and now he
exhibited such a specimen of his own power and
the people's insanity, as transcends the flight of
ordinary faith. Without taking the trouble to
scratch their long ears, tickle their noses, drench
them with mandragora or geneva, or make the
least apology for his own turning tail to the princi-
ples which he had all his life so strenuously incul-
cated, he crammed down their throats an obligation
to pay a yearly tribute to Brut-an-tiffi, in consi-
deration of his forbearing to seize the Dairo's farm,
a tribute which amounted to seven times the value
of the lands, for the defence of which it was paid.
When I said crammed, I ought to have used another
phrase. The beast, far from showing any signs of
loathing, closed its eyes, opened its hideous jaws,
and as it swallowed the inglorious bond, wagged
its tail in token of entire satisfaction.

No fritter on Shrove Tuesday was ever more
dexterously turned, than were the hydra's brains by
this mountebank in patriotism, this juggler in poli-
tics, this cat in pan, or cake in pan, or Kara nav in

3 o 2
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principle. Some people gave out that he dealt with

a conjuror, and others scrupled not to insinuate that

he had sold himself to the evil spirit ; hut there

was no occasion for a conjuror to deceive those

whom the demon of folly had previously confounded

;

and as to selling, he sold nothing hut the interest

of his country, and of that he made a very bad

bargain ; he that as it may, the Japanese now viewed

Brut-an-tiffi either through a new perspective, or

else surveyed him with organs entirely metamor-

phosed. Yesterday they detested him as a profli-

gate ruffian, lost to" all sense of honesty and shame,

addicted to all manner of vice, a scoffer at religion,

particularly that of Fakku-hasi, the scourge of hu-

maii nature, and the inveterate enemy of Japan.

To-dav, they glorified him as an unblemished hero,

the protector of good faith, the mirror of honesty,

the pattern of every virtue, a saint in piety, a

devout votary to the White Horse, a friend to man-

kind, the fast ally and the firmest prop of the Ja-

panese empire. The farm of Yesso, which they had

so long execrated as a putrid and painful excres-

cence upon the breech of their country, which would

never be quiet until this cursed wart was either

exterminated or taken away ;
they now fondled as

a favourite mole, nay, and cherished as the apple of

their eye. One would have imagined that all the

inconsistencies and absurdities which characterize

the Japanese nation, had taken their turns to reign,

just as the interest of Taycho's ambition required.

When it was necessary "for him to establish new
principles, at that very instant their levity prompted

them to renounce their former maxims. Just as

he had occasion to fascinate their senses, the demon

of caprice instigated them to shut their eyes, and

hold out their necks, that they might be led by the

nose. At the very nick of time when he adopted

the cause of Brut-an-tiffi, in a diametrical opposition

to all his former professions, the spirit of whim and

singularity disposed them to kick against the shins of

common sense, deny the light of day at noon, and

receive in their bosoms as a dove, the man whom
before they had shunned as a serpent. Thus every

thing concurred to establish for orator Taycho a

despotism of popularity, and that not planned by

reason, or raised by art, hut founded on fatality and

finished by accident. Quos Jmiter vuli perdere

prius dementat.

Brut-an-tiffi being so amply gratified by the

Japanese for his promise of forbearance with re-

spect to the farm of Yesso, and determined at all

events to make some new acquisition, turned his

eyes upon the domains of Pol-hassan-akousti,

another of his neighbours, who had formed a

most beautiful colony in this part of Tartary ;

and rushed upon it at a minute's warning. His

resolution in this respect was so suddenly taken,

and quickly executed, that he had not yet formed

any excuse for this outrage, in order to save ap-

pearances. Without giving himself the trouble to

invent a pretence, he drove old Pol-hassan-akousti

out of his residence, compelled the domestics of

that prince to enter among his own banditti, plun-

dered his house, seized the archives of his family,

threatened to shoot the ancient gentlewoman his

wife, exacted heavy contribution from the tenants,

then dispersed a manifesto, in which he declared

himself the best friend of the said Akousti and his

spouse, assuring him he would take care of his

estate as a precious deposit to be restored to him in

due season. In the mean time, he thought proper

to sequester the rents, that theymight not enable Pol-

hassan to take any measures that should conduce to

his own prejudice. As for the articles of meat, drink,

clothing, and lodging, for him and his wife, and a

large family of small children, he had nothing to

do but depend upon Providence, until the pre-

sent troubles should he appeased. His behaviour

on this occasion, Peacock, puts me in mind of the

Spaniard whom Philip II. employed to assassinate

his own son Don Carlos. This compassionate

Castilian, when the prince began to deplore his

fate, twirled his mustachio, pronouncing with great

gravity these words of comfort, " Calla, calla, Senor,

todo que se haze es por su bien." " I beg your

Highness won't make any noise, this is all for your

own good ;" or the politeness of Gibbet in the play

called the Beaux Stratagem, who says to Mrs.

Sullen, "Your jewels, Madam, if you please—

don't be under any uneasiness, Madam—if you

make any noise I shall blow your brains out—

]

have a particular regard for the ladies, Madam."

But the possession of Pol-hassan's demesnes was

not the ultimate aim of Brut-an-tiffi. He had an

eye to a fair and fertile province belonging to a

Tartar princess of the house of Ostrog. He saw

himself at the head of a numerous banditti trainee

to war, fleshed in carnage, and eager for rapine

his coffers were filled with the spoils he had

gathered in his former freehooting expeditions

and the incredible sums paid him as an annual tri

hute from Japan, added to his other advantages

rendered him one of the most formidable chiefs in

all Tartary. Thus elated with the consciousnes

of his own strength, he resolved to make a suddei

irruption into the dominions of Ostrog, at a season

of the year when that house could not avail itself

of the alliances they had formed with the othel

powers ; and he did not doubt but that, in a few-

weeks, he should be able to subdue the whole

country belonging to the Amazonian princess.

But I can tell thee, Peacock, his views extended

even farther than the conquest of the Ostrog domi-

nions. He even aspired at the empire of Tartary,

and had formed the design of deposing the great

Cham, who was intimately connected with the

princess of Ostrog. Inspired by these projects, he,

at the beginning of winter, suddenly poured like

a deluge into one of the provinces that owned this

Amazon's sway; but he had hardly gained the

passes of the mountains, when he found himself

opposed by a numerous body of forces, assembled

under the command of a celebrated general, who

gave him battle without hesitation, and handled

him so roughly, that he was fain to retreat into

the demesnes of Pol-hassan, where he spent the

greatest part of the winter in exacting contribu-

tions and extending the reign of desolation.

All the petty princes and states who hold of the

great Cham, began to tremble for their dominions I

and the Cham himself was so much alarmed at the

lawless proceedings of Brut-an-tiffi, that he con-

voked a general assembly of all the potentates who

possessed fiefs in the empire, in order to deliberate

upon measures for restraining the ambition of this

ferocious freebooter. Among others, the Dairo of

Japan, as lord of the farm of Yesso, sent a deputy

to this convention, who, in his master's name,

solemnly disclaimed and professed his detestation

of Brut-an-tifii's proceedings, which indeed were

universally condemned. The truth is, he at this

period dreaded the resentment of all the other
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co-estates rather more than he feared the menaces of
Brut-an-tiffi ; and. in particular, apprehended a
sentence of outlawry from the Cham, by which at

once he would have forfeited all legal title to his he-
loved farm. Brut-an-tiffi, on the other hand, began to

raise a piteous clamour, as if he meant to excite
compassion. He declared himself a poor injured
prince, who had been a dupe to the honesty and
humanity of his own heart. Pie affirmed that the
Amazon of Ostrog had entered into a conspiracy
against him, with the Mantchoux Tartars, and
Prince Akousti : he published particulars of this

dreadful conjuration, which appeared to be no
other than a defensive alliance formed in the ap-
prehension that he would fall upon some of them,
without any regard to treaty, as he had done on a
former occasion, when he seized one of the Ama-
zon's best provinces. He publicly taxed the Dairo
of Japan with having prompted him to commence
hostilities, and hinted that the said Dairo was to

have shared his conquests. He openly entreated
his co-estates to interpose their influence towards
the re-establishment of peace in the empire : and
gave them privately to understand, that he woidd ra-

vage their territories withoutmercy, should they con-
cur with the Cham in any sentence to his prejudice.

As he had miscarried in his first attempt, and
perceived a terrible cloud gathering around him,
in all probability he would have been glad to com-
pound mattersat this juncture, on condition ofbeing
left in statu quo ; but this was a condition not to be
obtained. The Princess of Ostrog had by this time
formed such a confederacy as threatened him with
utter destruction. She had contracted an offensive

and defensive alliance with the Chinese, the Mant-
choux, and the Serednee Tartars ; and each of
these powers engaged to furnish a separate army
to humble the insolence of Brut-an-tiffi. The ma-
jority of the Tartar fiefs agreed to raise a body of
forces to act against him as a disturber of the pub-
lic peace ; the great Cham threatened him with a
decree of outlawry and rebellion ; and the Amazon
herself opposed him at the head of a very nume-
rous and warlike tribe, which had always been
considered as the most formidable in that part of
Tartary. Thus powerfully sustained, she resolved

to enjoy her revenge ; and at any rate retrieve the

province which had been ravished from her by
Brut-an-tiffi, at a time when she was em-
barrassed with other difficulties. Brut-an-tiffi did
not think himself so reduced as to purchase
peace with such a sacrifice. The Mantchoux
were at a great distance, naturally slow in their

motions, and had a very long march through
a desert country, which they would not attempt
without having first provided prodigious magazines.

The Serednee were a divided people, among whom
he had made shift to foment intestine divisions,

that would impede the national operations of the

war. The Japanese Fatzman formed a strong

barrier between him and the Chinese ; the army
furnished by the fiefs, he despised as raw, undisci-

plined militia : besides, their declaring against

[him afforded a specious pretence for laying their

respective dominions under contribution. But he
chiefly depended upon the coffers of Japan, which
he firmly believed would hold out until all his

enemies should be utterly exhausted.

As this freebooter was a principal character in

the drama which I intend to rehearse, I shall

sketch his portrait according to the information I

received from a fellow-atom who once resided at
his court, constituting part in one of the organs
belonging to his first chamberlain. His stature
was under the middle size ; his aspect mean and
forbidding, with a certain expression which did
not at all prepossess the spectator in favour of his
morals. Had an accurate observer beheld him with-
out any exterior distinctions, in the streets of tliisme-
tropolis, he would have naturally clapped his hands
to his pockets. Thou hast seen the character of
Gibbet represented on the stage by a late comedian
of expressive feature. Nature sometimes makes a
strange contrast between the interior workmanship
and the exterior form ; but here the one reflected
a true image of the other. His heart never felt an
impression of tenderness ; his notions of right and
wrong did not refer to any idea of benevolence,
but were founded entirely on the convenience of
human commerce ; and there was nothing social
in the turn of his disposition. By nature he was
stern, insolent, and rapacious ; uninfluenced by
any motive of humanity ; unawed by any precept
of religion. With respect to religion, he took all

opportunities of exposing it to ridicule and con-
tempt. Liberty of conscience he allowed to such
extent, as exceeded the hounds of decorum, and
disgraced all legislation. He pardoned a criminal
convicted of bestiality ; and publicly declared that
all modes of religion, and every species of amour,
might be freely practised and prosecuted through
all his dominions. His capacity was of the middling
mould, and he had taken some pains to cultivate

his understanding. He had studied the Chinese
language, which he spoke with fluency ; and
piqued himself upon his learning, which was but
superficial. His temper was so capricious and in-

constant, that it was impossible even for those who
knew him best to foresee any one particular of his

personal demeanour. The same individual he
would caress and insult by turns, without the least

apparent change of circumstance. He has been
known to dismiss one of his favourites with parti-

cular marks of regard, and the most flattering pro-
fessions of affection ; and before he had time to

pull off his buckskins at his own house, he has been
hurried on horseback by a detachment of cavalry,
and conveyed to the frontiers. Thus harassed,
without refreshment or repose, he was brought
back by another party, and re-conveyed to the
presence of Brut-an-tiffi, who embraced him at

meeting, and gently chid him for having been so long
absent. The fixed principles of this Tartar were
these : insatiable rapacity, restless ambition, and
an insuperable contempt for the Japanese nation.

His maxims of government were entirely despotic.

He considered his subjects as slaves, to be occa-
sionally sacrificed to the accomplishment of his

capital designs; but, in the mean time, he indulged
them with the protection of equitable laws, and
encouraged them to industry for his own emolument.

His virtues consisted of temperance, vigilance,

activity, and perseverance. His folly chiefly ap-
peared in childish vanity and self-conceit. He
amused himself with riding, reviewing his troops,

reading Chinese authors, playing on a musical in-

strument in use among the Tartars, trifling with
buffoons, conversing with supposed wits, and rea-
soning with pretended philosophers ; but he had no
communication with the female sex ; nor, indeed,

was there any ease, comfort, or enjoyment, to be
derived from a participation of his pastime. His
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wits, philosophers, and buffoons, were composed of

Chinese refugees, who soon discovered his weak
side, and flattered his vanity to an incredible pitch

of infatuation. They persuaded him that he was
an universal genius, an invincible hero, a sage

legislature, a sublime philosopher, a consummate
politician, a divine poet, and an elegant historian.

They -wrote systems, compiled memoirs, and com-
posed poems, which were published in his name

;

nay, they contrived witticisms, which he uttered

as his own. They had, by means of commercial
communication with the banks of the Ganges, pro-

cured the history of a western hero, called Raska-
lander, which, indeed, was no other than the Me-
moirs of Alexander, wrote by Quintus Curtius,

translated from the Indian language, with an inter-

mixture of Oriental fables. This they recommended,
with many hyperbolical encomiums, to the perusal

of Brut-an-tiffi, who became enamoured of the

performance, and was fired with the ambition of
rivalling, if not excelling, Raskalander not only as

a warrior, but likewise a patron of taste, and a pro-

tector of the liberal arts. As Alexander depo-
sited Homer's Iliad in a precious caket, so Brut-an-
tiffi procured a golden box for preserving this so-

phistication of Quintus Curtius. It was his con-
stant companion ; he affected to read it in public,

and to lay it under his pillow at night
Thus pampered with adulation, and intoxicated

with dreams of conquest, he made no doubt of

being able to establish a new empire in Tartary,

which should entirely eclipse the kingdom of Tum-
ming-qua, and raise a reputation that should - infi-

nitely transcend the fame of Yan, or any emperor
that ever sat upon the throne of Thibet. He now
took the field against the Amazon of the house of
Ostrog ; penetrated into her dominions ; defeated
one of her generals in a pitched battle ; and under-
took the siege of one of her principal cities, in full

confidence of seeing her kneeling at his gate before

the end of the campaign. In the mean time, her
scattered troops were rallied, and reinforced by
another old experienced commander, who, being
well acquainted with the genius of his adversary,

pitched upon an advantageous situation, where he
waited for another attack. Brut-an-tiffi, flushed

with his former victory, and firmly persuaded that

no mortal power could withstand his prowess, gave
him battle at a very great disadvantage. The con-
sequence was natural: he lost great part of his

army ; was obliged to abandon the siege, and re-

treat with disgrace. A separate body, commanded
by one of his ablest captains, met with the same
fate in a neighbouring country ; and a third detach-
ment at the farthest extremity of his dominions,
having attacked an army of the Mantchoux, was
repulsed with great loss.

These were not all the mortifications to which
he was exposed about this period. The Fatzman
of Japan, who had formed an army for the defence
of the farm of Yesso against the Chinese, met with
a terrible disaster. Notwithstanding his being out-

numbered by the enemy, he exhibited many proofs
of uncommon activity and valour. At length they
came to blows with him, and handled him so roughly,
that he was fain to retreat from post to pillar, and
leave the farm at their mercy. Had he pursued
his route to the right, he might have found shelter
in the dominions of Brut-au-tiffi ; and this was his
intention

; but, instead of marching in a straight
line he revolved to the right, like a planet round

the sun, impelled as it were by a compound impulse,

until he had described a regular semicircle ; and
then he found himself with all his followers en-
gaged in a sheep-pen, from whence there was no
egress ; for the enemy, who followed his steps,

immediately blocked up the entrance. The unfor-
tunate Fatzman being thus pounded, must have
fallen a sacrifice to his centripetal force, had not
he been delivered by the interposition of a neigh-
bouring chief, who prevailed upon the Chinese
general to let Quamba-cun-dono escape, provided
his followers would lay down their arms, and return

peaceably to their own habitations. This was a
bitter pill, which the Fatzman was obliged to

swallow, and is said to have cost him five stone of
suet. He returned to Japan in obscurity ; the

Chinese general took possession of the farm in the

name of his emperor ; and all the damage which
the tenants sustained, was nothing more than a
change of masters, which they had no great cause
to regret.

To the thinking part of the Japanese, nothing
could be more agreeable than this event, by which
they were at once delivered from a pernicious

excrescence, which, like an ulcerated tumour, ex-
hausted the juices of the body by which it was fed.

Brut-an-tiffi considered the transaction in a different

point of view. He foresaw that the Chinese forces

would now be at liberty to join his enemies, the

tribe of Ostrog, with whom the Chinese emperor
was intimately connected ; and that it would be
next to impossible to withstand the joint efforts of

the confederacy, which he had brought upon his

own head. He therefore raised a hideous clamour.

He accused theFatzman of misconduct, and insisted,

not without a mixture of menaces, upon the Dairo's

reassembling his forces in the country of Yesso.

The Dairo himself was inconsolable. He neg-

lected his food, and refused to confer with his

ministers. He dismissed the Fatzman from his

service. He locked himself in his cabinet, and spent

the hours in lamentation. " 0 my dear farm of

Yesso !" cried he, " shall I never more enjoy thy
charms ! Shall I never more regale my eye with

thy beauteous prospects, thy hills of heath
;
thy

meads of broom ; and thy wastes of sand ! Shall I

never more eat thy black bread, drink thy brown
beer, and feast upon thy delicate porkers ! Shall

I never more receive the homage of the sallow

Yessites, with their meagre faces, ragged skirts,

and wooden shoes ! Shall I never more improve
their huts and regulate their pigsties ! O cruel

Fate! in vain did I face thy mud-svalled mansion
with a new freestone front ! In vain did I cultivate

thy turnip-garden ! In vain did I enclose a piece of

ground at a great expense, and raise a crop of

barley, the first that ever was seen in Yesso ! In

vain did I send over a breed of mules and black

cattle for the purposes of husbandry ! In vain did I

supply you with all the implements of agriculture !

In vain did I sow grass and grain for food, and
plant trees, and furze and fern for shelter to the

game, which could not otherwise subsist upon your
naked downs ! In vain did I furnish your houseless

sides, and fill your hungry bellies with the good
things of Japan ! In vain did I expend the treasures

of my empire for thy melioration and defence ! In

vain did I incur the execrations of my people, if I

must now lose thee for ever ; if thou must now
fall into the hands of an insolent alien, who has no

affection for thy soil, and no regard for thy interest

!
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O Quamba-cun-dono ! Quamba-cun-dono ! how
hast thou disappointed my hope ! I thought thou
wast too ponderous to flinch; that thou wouldst
have stood thy ground, fixed as the temple of Fak-
ku-basi, and larded the lean earth with thy carcase,

rather than leave my farm uncovered
;
but, alas !

thou hast fled before the enemy like a partridge on
the mountains ; and suffered thyself at last to be
taken in a snare like a foolish dotterel

!"

The Cuboy, who overheard this exclamation, at-

tempted to comfort him through the key-hole. He
soothed, and whined, and wheedled, and laughed,
and wept, all in a breath. He exhorted the illus-

trious Got-hama-baba to bear this misfortune with
his wonted greatness of mind. He offered to present
his Imperial Majesty with lands in Japan that

should be equal in value to the farm he had lost

;

or, if that should not be agreeable, to make good at

the peace, all the damage that should be done to it

by the enemy. Finally, he cursed the farm, as the

cause of his master's chagrin, and fairly wished it

at the devil.—Here he was suddenly interrupted

with a "Bub-ub-ub-boh ! my Lord Cuboy, your
Grace talks like an apothecary. Go home to your
own palace, and direct your cooks ; and may your
bonzes kiss your a-— to your heart's content. I

swear by the horns of the moon and the hoofs of the

"White Horse, that my foot shall not touch your pos-

teriors these three days."—Fika-kaka having re-

ceived this severe check, craved pardon in a whim-
pering tone, for the liberty he had taken, and retired

to consult with Mura-clami, who advised him to

summon orator Taycho to his assistance.

This mob-driver being made acquainted with the

passion of the Dairo, and the cause of his distress,

readily undertook to make such a speech through
the key-hole as should effectually dispel the Em-
peror's despondence ; and to this enterprise he was
encouraged by the hyperbolical praises of Mura-
clami, who exhausted all the tropes of his own
rhetoric in extolling the eloquence of Taycho.
This triumvirate immediately adjourned to the

door of the apartment in which Got-hama-baba was
sequestered, where the orator, kneeling upon a

a cushion, with his mouth applied to the key-hole,

opened the sluices of his elocution to this effect:

"Most gracious !" "Bo, bo, boh !"—-"Most illustri-

ous !" "Bo, boh!"—"Most invincible Got-hama-
baba!"—"Boh!"—" When the sun, that glorious

luminary, is obscured by envious clouds, all nature

saddens, and seems to sympathize with his apparent

distress. Your Imperial Majesty is the sun of our

hemisphere,whose splendour illuminates our throne ;

and whose genial warmth enlivens our hearts ; and
shall we, your subjects, your slaves, the creatures

of your nod— shall we unmoved behold your ever-

glorious effulgence overcast ? No ! while the vital

stream bedews our veins, while our souls retain the

faculty of reason, and our tongues the power of

speech, we shall not cease to embalm your sorrow

with our tears ; we shall not cease to pour the over-

flowings of our affection—our filial tenderness,

which will always be reciprocal with your parental

care: these are the inexhaustible sources of the

nation's happiness. They may be compared to the

rivers Jodo and Jodo-gava, which derive their

common origin from the vast lake of Ami. The one

winds its silent course, calm, clear, and majestic,

reflecting the groves and palaces that adorn its

tenks, and fertilizing the delightful country through

which it runs : the other gushes impetuous through

a rugged channel and less fertile soil
; yet serves to

beautify a number of wild romantic scenes ; to fill an
hundred aqueducts, and to turn a thousand mills :

at length, they join their streams below the impe-
rial city of Meaco, and form a mighty flood devolv-
ing to the bay of Osaca, bearing on its spacious
bosom the riches of Japan." Here the orator
paused for breath : the Cuboy clapped him on the
back, whispering, " Super-excellent ! 0 charming
simile ! Another such will sink the Dairo's grief to
the bottom of the sea : and his heart will float like

a blown bladder upon the waves of Kugava." Mura-
clami was not silent in his praise, while he squeezed
an orange between the lips of Taycho ; and Got-
hama-baba seemed all attention ; at length the
orator resumed the subject :

" Think not, august
emperor, that the cause ofyour disquiet is unknown,
or unlamented by your weeping servants. We have
not only perceived your eclipse, but discovered the
invidious body by whose interposition that eclipse
is effected. The rapacious arms of the hostile

Chinese have seized the farm of Yesso !" " Oh,
oh, oh !" " That farm so cherished by your imperial
favour ; that farm which, in the north of Tartary,
shone like a jewel in an .ZEthiop's ear ; yes, that
jewel hath been snatched by the savage hand of a
Chinese freebooter : but, dry your tears, my prince ;

that jewel shall detect his theft, and light us to

revenge. It shall become a rock to crush him in

his retreat ; a net of iron to entangle his steps ; a
fallen trunk over which his feet shall stumble. It

shall hang like a weight about his neck, and sink
him to the lowest gulf of perdition. Be comforted,
then, my liege ! your farm is rooted to the centre ;

it can neither be concealed nor removed. Nay,
should he hide it at the bottom of the ocean ; or
place it among the constellations in the heavens

;

your faithful Taycho would fish it up entire, or
tear it headlong from the starry firmament.—We
will retrieve the farm of Yesso." " But, how, how,
how, dear orator Taycho ?" " The empire of Ja-
pan shall be mortgaged for the sake of that precious

—that sacred spot, which produced the patriarch

apostle Bupo, and resounded under the hoofs of the

holy steed. Your people of Japan shall chant the

litany of Fakku-basi. They shall institute crusades

for the recovery of the farm ; they shall pour their

treasury at your imperial feet
;
they shall clamour

for imposition
;

they shall load themselves with
tenfold burdens, desolate their country, and beggar
their posterity in behalf of Yesso. With these

funds I could, undertake even to overturn the

councils of Pekin. While the Tartar princes deal

in the trade of blood, there will be no want of
hands to cut away those noxious weeds which have
taken root in the farm of Yesso ; those vermin that

have preyed upon her delightful blossoms! Amidst
such a variety of remedies, there can be no difficulty

in choosing. Like a weary traveller, I will break
a bough from the first pine that presents, and brush
away those troublesome insects that gnaw the fruits

of Yesso. Should not the mercenary bands of
Tartary suffice to repel those insolent invaders,

I will engage to chain this island to the continent

;

to build a bridge from shore to shore, that shall

afford a passage more free and ample than the

road to hell. Through this avenue I will ride the

mighty beast whose name is Legion. I have studied

the art of war, my liege :—I had once the honour
to serve my country as Lance-presado in the militia

of Niphon. I will unpeople these realms, and
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overspread the land of Yesso with the forces of

Japan."
Got-hama-baba could no longer resist the energy

of such expressions. He flew to the door of his

cabinet, and embraced the orator in a transport of

joy ; while Fika-kaka fell upon his neck and wept

aloud ; and Mura-clami kissed the hem of his

garment.
You must know, Peacock, I had by this time

changed my situation. I was discharged in the per-

spiratory -vapour from the perinfeum of the Cuboy,

and sucked into the lungs of Mura-clami, through

which I pervaded into the course of the circulation,

and visited every part of his composition. I found

the brain so full and compact, that there was not

room for another particle of matter. But instead of

a heart, he had a membranous sac, or hollow viscus,

cold and callous, the habitation of sneaking caution,

servile flattery, griping avarice, creeping malice,

and treacherous deceit. Among these tenants it

was my fate to dwell ; and there I discovered the

motives by which the lawyer's conduct was influ-

enced. He now secretly rejoiced at the presump-

tion of Taycho, which he hoped had already

prompted him to undertake more than he could

perform ; in which case lie would infallibly incur

disgrace either with the Dairo or the people. It is

not impossible but this hope might have been rea-

lized, had not fortune unexpectedly interposed, and
operated as an auxiliary to the orator's presumption.

Success began to dawn upon the arms of Japan in

the island of Fatsissio ; and towards the end of the

campaign, Brut-an-titfi obtained two petty advan-

tages in Tartary against one body of Chinese, and

another of the Ostrog. All these were magnified

into astonishing victories, and ascribed to the wisdom

and courage of Taycho, because during his ministry

they were obtained ;
though he neither knew why,

nor wherefore ; and was in this respect as innocent

as his master Got-hama-baba, and his colleague

Fika-kaka. He had penetration enough to perceive,

however, that theseeventshadintoxicated the rabble,

and began to pervert their ideas. Success of any

kind is apt to perturb the weak brain of a Japanese

;

but the acquisition of any military trophy produces

an actual delirium. The streets of Meaco were

filled with multitudes who shouted, whooped, and

hallooed. They made processions with flags and

banners ; they illuminated their houses ;
they ex-

tolled Ian-on-i, a provincial captain of Fatsissio,

who had by accident repulsed a body of the enemy,

and reduced an old barn which they had fortified.

They magnified Brut-an-tiffi
;
they deified orator

Taycho; they drank, they damned, they squabbled,

aud acted a thousand extravagancies which I shall

not pretend to enumerate or particularize. Taycho,

who knew their trim, seized this opportunity to

strike while the iron was hot. He forthwith

mounted an old tub, which was his public rostrum,

and waving his hand in an oratorial attitude, was
immediately surrounded with the thronging popu-

lace. I have already given you a specimen of his

manner, and therefore shall not repeat the tropes

and figures of his harangue ; but only sketch out

the plan of his address, and specify the chain of

his argument alone. He assailed them in the way
of paradox, which never fails to produce a wonder-
ful effect upon a heated imagination and a shallow
understanding. Having, in his exordium, artfully

fascinated their faculties like a juggler in Bartholo-
niew-fair, by means of an assemblage of words

OF AN ATOM.

without meaning or import, he proceeded to de-

monstrate, that a wise and good man ought to

discard his maxims the moment he finds thej are

certainly established on the foundation of eternal

truth ; that the people of Japan ought to preserve

the farm of Yesso as the apple of their eye, be-

cause nature had disjoined it from their empire,

and the maintenance of it would involve them in

all the quarrels of Tartary ; that it was to be pre-

served at all hazards, because it was not worth

preserving ; that all the power and opulence of

Japan ought to be exerted and employed in its

defence, because, by the nature of its situation, it

could not possibly be defended ; that Brut-an-tifii

was the great protector of the religion of the

Bonzas, because he had never shown the least

regard to any religion at all ; that he was the fast

friend of Japan, because he had more than once

acted as a rancorous enemy to this empire, and

never let slip the least opportunity of expressing

his contempt for the subjects of Niphon ; that he

was an invincible hero, because he had been thrice

beaten, and once compelled to raise a siege, in the

course of two campaigns ; that he was a prince of

consummate honour, because he had, in the time

of profound peace, usurped the dominions, and ra-

vaged the countries of his neighbours, in defiance

of common honesty, in violation of the most solemn

treaties ; that he was the most honourable and im-

portant ally that the empire of Japan could choose,

because his alliance was to be purchased with an

enormous annual tribute, for which he was bound

to perform no earthly office of friendship or as-

sistance; because connexion with him effectually

deprived Japan of the friendship of all the other

priuees and states of Tartary, and the utmost ex-

ertion of his power could never conduce, in the

smallest degree, to the interest or advantage of the

Japanese empire.

Such were the propositions orator Taycho under-

took to demonstrate ; and the success justified his

undertaking. After a weak mind has been duly

prepared, and turned, as it were, by opening a

sluice or torrent of high-sounding words, the

greater the contradiction proposed, the stronger

impression it makes, because it increases the puz-

zle, and lays fast hold on the admiration ;
deposit-

ing the small proportion of reason with which it

was before impregnated, like the vitriol acid in the

copper mines of Wieklow, into which if you im-

merse iron, it immediately quits the copper which

it had before dissolved, and unites with the other

metal, to which it has a stronger attraction. Orator

Taycho was not so well skilled in logic as to amuse

his audience with definitions of concrete and ab-

stract terms ; or expatiate upon the genus and the

difference ; or state propositions by the subject, the

predicate, and the copula ; or form syllogisms by

mood and figure; but he was perfectly well ac-

quainted with all the equivocal or synonymous

words in his own language, and could ring the

changes on them with great dexterity. He knew

perfectly well how to express the same ideas by

words that literally implied opposition:—for ex-

ample, a valuable conquest or an invaluable con-

quest ; a shameful rascal or a shameful villain ; a

hard head or a soft head ; a large conscience or no

conscience ;
immensely great or immensely little

;

damned high or damned low; damned bitter,

damned sweet; damned severe, damned insipid;

and damn«d fulsome. He knew how to invert the
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sense of words by changing the manner of pro-
nunciation •. e. g. " You are a very pretty fellow !

"

to signify, "You are a very dirty scoundrel."
'• You have always spoke respectfully of the higher
powers!" to express, '-You have often insulted
your betters, and even your sovereign." " You
have never turned tail to the principles you pro-
fessed : " to declare, " You have acted the part of
an infamous apostate." He was well aware that
words alter their signification according to the cir-

cumstances of times, customs, and the difference
of opinion. Thus the name of Jack, who used to
turn the spit, and pull off his master's boots, was
transferred to an iron machine and a wooden in-
strument now substituted for these purposes ; thus
a stand for the tea-kettle acquired the name of
Footman ; and the words Canon and Ordinance,
signifying originally a rule or law, were extended
to a piece of artillery, which is counted the ultima
lex, or ultima ratio regum. In the same manner,
the words infidel, heresy, good man, and political
orthodoxy, imply very different significations,
among different classes of people. A Mussulman
is an infidel at Rome, and a Christian is distin-
guished as an unbeliever at Constantinople. A
Papist by Protestantism understands heresy ; to a
Turk the same idea is conveyed by the sect of
Ali. The term good man at "Edinburgh, implies
fanaticism; upon the Exchange of London, it

signifies cash; and in the general acceptation,
benevolence. Political orthodoxy has different,
nay, opposite definitions, at different places in the
same kingdom; at O— and C— ; at the Cocoa- tree
in Pall-mall; and at Garraway's in Exchange-
alley. Our orator was well acquainted with all the
legerdemain of his own language, as well as with
the nature of the beast he had to rule. He knew
when to distract its weak brain with a tumult of
incongruous and contradictory ideas; he knew
when to overwhelm its feeble faculty of thinking,
by pouring in a torrent of words without any ideas
annexed. These throng in like city-milline'rs to a
Mile-end assembly, while it happens to be under
the direction of a conductor without strength and
authority. Those that have ideas annexed may
be compared to the females provided with partners,
which, though they may crowd the place, do not
absolutely destroy all regulation and decorum.
But those that are uncoupled press in promiscu-
ously with such impetuosity, and in such numbers,
that the puny master of the ceremonies is unable
to withstand the irruption ; far less to distinguish
their quality, or accommodate them with partners

:

thus they fall into the dance without order, and
immediately anarchy ensues. Taycho having kept
the monster's brain on a simmer, until, like the
cow-heel in Don Quixote, it seemed to cry Co-
mennie, Comenme; Come, eat me, come, eat me;
then told them in plain terms, that it was expe-
dient they should part with their wives and their

children, their souls and their bodies, their sub-
stance and their senses, their blood and their suet,

in order to defend the indefensible farm of Yesso,
and to support Brut-an-tiffi, their insupportable
ally. The hydra, rolling itself in the dust, turned
up its huge unwieldy paunch, and wagged itsforky
tail ; then licked the feet of Taycho, and through
all its hoarse discordant throats began to bray ap-
plause. The Dairo rejoiced in his success, the
first fruits of which consisted in their agreeing to

maintain an army of twenty thousand Tartar mer-

cenaries, who were reinforced by the flower of the
national troops of Japan, sent over to defend the
farm of Yesso

; and in their consenting to prolong
the annual tribute granted to Brut-an-tiffi, who, in
return for this condescension, accommodated the
Dairo with one of his freebooting captains to com-
mand the Yessite army. This new general had
seen some service, and was counted a good officer

;

but it was not so much on account of his military
character that he obtained this command, as for
his dexterity in prolonging the war, his skill in
exercising all the different arts of peculation, and
his attachment to Brut-an-tiffi, with whom he had
agreed to co-operate in milking the Japanese cow.
This plan they executed with such effect, as could
not possibly result from address alone, unassisted
by the infatuation of those whom they pillaged.
Every article of contingent expense for draught-
horses, waggons, postage, forage, provision, and
secret service, was swelled to such a degree, as did
violence to common sense as well as to common ho-
nesty. The general had a fellow-feeling with all the
contractors in the army, who were connected with
him in such a manner as seemed to preclude all pos-
sibility of detection. In vain some of the Japanese
officers endeavoured to pry into this mysterious
commerce ; in vain inspectors were appointed by
the government of Japan. The first were re-
moved on different pretences : the last were en-
countered by such disgraces and discouragements,
as in a little time compelled them to resign the
office they had undertaken. In a word, there was
not a private mercenary Tartar soldier in this

army who did not cost the empire of Japan as much
as any subaltern officer of its own ; and the annual
charge of this continental war, undertaken for the
protection of the farm of Yesso, exceeded the
whole expense of any former war which Japan
had ever maintained on its own account, since the
beginning of the empire : nay, it was attended with
one circumstance which rendered it still more in-

supportable. The money expended in armaments
and operations, equipped and prosecuted on the
side of Japan, was all circulated within the em-
pire ; so that it still remained useful to the com-
munity in general; but no instance could be
produced of a single copan that ever returned
from the continent of Tartary ; therefore all the
sums sent thither were clear loss to the subjects of
Japan. Orator Tayhco acted as a faithful ally to

Brut-an-tiffi, by stretching the bass-strings of the
mobile in such a manner, as to be always in con-
cert with the extravagance of the Tartar's de-
mands, and the absurdity of the Dairo's predilec-
tion. Fika-kaka was astonished at these pheno-
mena ; while Mura-clami hoped in secret, that the
orator's brain was disordered ; and that his in-
sanity would soon stand confessed, even to the
conviction of the people. " If," said he to himself;
" they are not altogether destitute of human
reason, they must, of their own accord, perceive
and comprehend this plain proposition ; a cask of
water that discharges three by one pipe, and re-
ceives no more than two by another, must infaliiblv

be emptied at the long run. Japan discharges three

millions of obans every year for the defence of that
blessed farm, which were it put up to sale, would not
fetch one-sixth part of the sum ; and the annual
balance of her trade with all the world brings in
two millions : ergo, it runs out faster than it runs in,

and the vessel at the long run must be empty.
*
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Mura-clami was mistaken. He had studied philo-

sophy only in profile. He had endeavoured to

investigate the sense, hut he had never fathomed
the absurdities of human nature. All that Taycho
had done for Yesso, amounted not to one-third of

w hat was required for the annual expense of Japan
while it maintained the war against China in

different quarters of Asia. A former Cuboy, (rest

his soul !) finding it impossible to raise within the

year the exorbitant supplies that were required to

gratify the avarice and ambition of the Dairo, had
contrived the method of funding, which hath been

lately adopted with such remarkable success in

this kingdom. You know, Peacock, this is no

more than borrowing a certain sum on the credit of

the nation, and laying a fresh tax upon the public,

to defray the interest of every sum thus borrowed

;

an excellent expedient, when kept within due
hounds, for securing the established government,

multiplying the dependants of the m y, and
throwing all the money of the empire into the

hands of the administration. But those loans were

so often repeated, that the national debt had already

swelled to an enormous burden ; such a variety of

taxes was laid upon the subject, as grievously

enhanced all the necessaries of life ; consequently

the poor were distressed, and the price of labour

was raised to such a degree, that the Japanese ma-
nufactures were everywhere undersold by the Chi-

nese traders, who employed their workmen at a

more moderate expense.

Taycho, in this dilemma, was seized with a

strange conceit. Alchemy was at that period be-

come a favourite study in Japan. Some Bonzas

having more learning and avarice than their

brethren, applied themselves to the study of cer-

tain Chaldean manuscripts, which their ancestors

had brought from Assyria ; and in these they

found the substance of all that is contained in the

works of Hermes Trismegistus, Geher, Zosymus
the Panapolite, Olympiodorus, Heliodorus, Aga-
thodffimon, Morienus, Albertus Magnus, and, above

all, your countryman Roger Bacon, who adopted

Geber's opinion, that mercury is the common
basis, and sulphur the cement of all metals. By-
the-by, this same Friar Bacon was well acquainted

with the composition of gunpowder, though the

reputation arising from the discovery has been

given to Swartz, who lived many years after that

monk of Westminster. Whether the philosopher's

stone, otherwise called the Gift Azoth, the fifth

Essence, or the Alkahest ; which last Van Hel-

mont pilfered from the tenth book of the Archi-

doxa, that treasure so long deposited in the occiput

of the renowned Aureolus, Philippus, Paracelsus,

Theophrastus, Bombast, De Hohenheim ; was ever

really attained by human adept, I am not at liberty

to disclose ; but certain it is, the philosophers and
alchemists of Japan, employed by orator Taycho to

transmute baser metals into gold, miscarried in all

their experiments. The whole evaporated in smoke,

without leaving so much as the scrapings of a

crucible for a specific against the itch. Tickets

made of a kind of bamboo, had been used to rein-

force the circulation of Japan ; but these were of

no use in Tartary ; the mercenaries and allies of

that country would receive nothing but gold and
silver, which, indeed, one would imagine they had
a particular method of decomposing or annihilat-

ing; for, of all the millions transported thither,

not one copan was ever known to revisit Japan.

" It was a country," as Hamlet says, " from whose
bourne no travelling copan e'er returned." As the
war of Yesso, therefore, engrossed all the specie of
Niphon, and some currency was absolutely neces-

sary to the subsistence of the Japanese, the orator

contrived a method to save the expense of solid

food. He composed a mess that should fill their

bellies, and, at the same time, protract the in-

toxication of their brains, which it was so much
his interest to maintain. He put them upon a diet

of yeast ; where this did not agree with the sto-

mach, he employed his emissaries to blow up the

patients a posteriori, as the dog was blown up hy
the madman of Seville, recorded hy Cervantes.

The individuals thus inflated were seen swagger-
ing about the streets, smooth ard round, and sleek

and jolly, with leering eyes and florid complexion.

Every one seemed to have the os magna sonaturum.

He strutted with an air of importance. He broke
wind, and broached new systems. He declared, as

if by revelation, that the more debt the public

owed, the richer it became ; that food was not

necessary to the support of life ; nor an intercourse

of the sexes required for the propagation of the

species. He expatiated on yeast, as the nectar of

the gods, that would sustain the animal machine,
fill the human mind with divine inspiration, and
confer immortality. From the efficacy of this

specific, he began to prophesy concerning the

White Horse, and declared himself an apostle of

Bupo. Thus they strolled through the island of

Niphon, barking and preaching the gospel of

Fakku-hasi, and presenting their barm goblets to

all who were in quest of political salvation. The
people had been so well prepared for infatuation,

by the speeches of Taycho, and the tidings of

success from Tartary, that every passenger greedily

swallowed the drench, and in a little time the whole

nation was converted ; that is, they were totally

freed from those troublesome and impertinent

faculties of reason and reflection, which could have

served no other purpose but to make them miser-

able under the burdens to which their backs were

now subjected. They offered up all their gold and
silver, their jewels, their furniture and apparel, at

the shrine of Fakku-basi, singing psalms and

hymns in praise of the White Horse. They put

arms into the hands of their children, and drove

them into Tartary, in order to fatten the land of

Yesso with their blood. They grew fanatics in

that cause, and worshipped Brut-an-tiffi, as the

favourite prophet of the beatified Bupo. All was

staggering, staring, incoherence and contortion,

exclamation and eructation. Still this was no more

than a temporary delirium, which might vanish as

the intoxicating effects of the yeast subsided.

Taycho, therefore, called in two reinforcements to

the" drench. He resolved to satiate their appetite

for blood, and to amuse their infantine vanity with

the gew-gaws of triumph. He equipped out one

armament at a considerable expense to make a

descent on the coast of China, and sent another at

a much greater, to fight the enemy in Fatsissio.

The commander of the first disembarked upon a

desolate island, demolished an unfinished cottage,

and brought away a few bunches of wild grapes.

He afterwards hovered on the Chinese coast ; but

was deterred from landing by a very singular

phenomenon. In surveying the shore through

spying glasses, he perceived the whole beach in-

stantaneously fortified, as it were, with parapets of
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sand, which had escaped the naked eye ; and at one
particular part, there appeared a body of giants with
very hideous features, peeping, as it were, from
behind those parapets; from which circumstance
the Japanese general concluded there was a very
formidable ambuscade, which he thought it would
be madness to encounter, and even folly to ascertain.
One would imagine he had seen Homer's account
of the Cyclops, and did not think himself safe, even
at the distance of some miles from the shore

; for
he pressed the commander of the Fune to weio-h
anchor immediately, and retire to a place of more
safety. I shall now, Peacock, let you into the whole
secret. This great officer was deceived by the
carelessness of the commissary, who instead of per-
spectives, had furnished him'with glasses peculiar
to Japan, that magnified and multiplied objects at
the same time. They are called Pho-beron-tia.
The large parapets of sand were a couple of mole-
hills

; and the gigantic faces of grim aspect, were
the posteriors of an old woman sacrificing sub dio,
to the powers of digestion. There was another
circumstance which tended to the miscarriage of
this favourite expedition. The principal design was
against a trading town, situated on a navigable
river

;
and at the place where this river disembogued

itself into the sea, there was a Chinese fort called
Sa-rouf. The admiral of the Fune sent the second
in command, whose name was Seluon, to lay this
fort in ashes, that the embarkation might pass with-
out let or molestation. A Chinese pilot offered to
bring his junk within a cable-length of the walls

;

but he trusted to the light of his own penetration.
He ran his junk aground, and solemnly declared
there was not water sufficient to float any vessel of
force, within three miles of Sa-rouf. This discovery
he had made by sounding, and it proved two very
surprising paradoxes

; first, that the Chinese junks
drew little or no water, otherwise they could not
have arrived at the town where they were laid up

;

secondly, that the fort Sa-rouf was raised in a
spot where it neither could offend, nor be of-
fended. But the Sey-seo-gun Sel-uon was a mighty
man for paradoxes. His superior in command
was a plain man, who did not understand these
niceties ; he therefore grumbled, and began to be
troublesome

; upon which, a council of war was
held; and he being over-ruled by a majority of
voices, the whole embarkation returned to Niphon
re infectct. You have been told how the beast called
Legion brayed, and bellowed, and kicked, when the
fate of Byn-goh's expedition was known ; it was dis-
posed to be very unruly at the return of this arma-
ment ; but Taycho lulled it with a double dose of
his Mandragora. It growled at the giants, the sand-
hills, and the paradoxes of Seluon ; then brayed
aloud, Taycho for ever I rolled itself up like a
lubberly hydra, yawned, and fell fast asleep. The
other armament equipped for the operations in
Fatfissio, did not arrive at the place of destination
till the opportunity for action was lost. The object
was the reduction of a town and island belonging
to the Chinese; but before the Fune with the
troops arrived from Niphon, the enemy, having
received intimation of their design, had reinforced
the garrison and harbour with a greater number of
forces and Fune than the Japanese commander
could bring against them. He therefore wisely
declined an enterprise which must have ended in
his own disgrace and destruction. The Chinese
were successful in other parts of Fatsissio. They
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demolished some forts, they defeated some parties,
and massacred some people, belonging to the
colonies of Japan. Perhaps the tidings of these
disasters would have roused the people of Niphon
from the lethargy of intoxication in which they
were overwhelmed, had not their delirium been
kept up by some fascinating amulets from Tartary

;

these were no other than the bubbles which Brut-
an-tiffi swelled into mighty victories over the
Chinese and Ostrog

; though, in fact, he had been
severely cudgelled, and more than once in very
great danger of crucifixion. Taycho presented the
monster with a bowl of blood, which he told it this
invincible ally had drawn from its enemies the
Chinese, and, at the same time, blowed the gay
bubbles athwart its numerous eyes. The hydra
lapped the gore with signs of infinite relish

; groaned
and grunted to see the bubbles dance

; exclaimed,
" O rare Taycho !" and relapsed into the arms of
slumber. Thus passed the first campaign of Tay-
cho's administration.

By this time Fika-kaka was fully convinced that
the orator actually dealt with the devil, and had even
sold him his soul for this power of working miracles
on the understanding of the populace. He began to
he invaded with fears, that the same consideration
would be demanded of him for the ease and
pleasure he now enjoyed in partnership with that
magician. He no longer heard himself scoffed,
ridiculed, and reviled in the assemblies of the people.
He no longer saw his measures thwarted, nor his
person treated with disdain. He no longer racked
his brains for pretences to extort money ; nor
trembled with terror, when he used these pretences
to the public. The mouth of the opposition was
now glued to his own posteriors. Many a time, and
often, when he heard orator Taycho declaiming
against him from his rostrum, he cursed him in his
heart, and was known to ejaculate, "Kiss my a—e,
Taycho ;" but little did he think the orator would
one day stoop to this compliance. He now saw that
insolent foul-mouthed demagogue ministering with
the utmost servility to his pleasure and ambition.
He filled his bags with the treasures of Japan, as if
by enchantment ; so that he could now gratify his
own profuse temper without stint or control. He
took upon himself the whole charge of the adminis-
tration

; and left Fika-kaka to the full enjoyment
of his own sensuality, thus divested of all its thorns.
It was the contemplation of these circumstances,
which inspired the Cuboy with a belief that the
devil was concerned in producing this astonish-

0 calm of felicity ; and that his infernal highness
would require of him some extraordinary sacrifice
for the extraordinary favours he bestowed. He
could not help suspecting the sincerity of Taycho's
attachment, because it seemed altogether unnatural

;

and if his soul was to be the sacrifice, he wished to
treat with Satan as a principal. Full of this idea,
he had recourse to his Bonzas, as the most likely
persons to procure him such an interview with the
prince of darkness, as should not be attended with
immediate danger to his corporeal parts

; but, upon
inquiry, he found there was not one conjurer among
them all. Some of them made a merit of their
ignorance

; pretended they could not in conscience
give application to an art which must have led
them into communication with demons; others in-
sisted there was no such thing as the devil, and
this opinion seemed to be much relished by the
Cuboy ; the rest frankly owned they knew nothing
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at all of the matter. For my part, Peacock, I not

only know there is a devil, but I likewise know
that he has marked out nineteen-twentieths of the

people of this metropolis for his prey. How now

!

You shake, sirrah ! You have some reason, con-

sidering the experiments you have been trying in

the way of sorcery ;
turning the sieve and shears

;

mumbling gibberish over a goose's liver stuck with

pins
;
pricking your thumbs and writing mystical

characters with" your blood ;
forming spells with

sticks laid across; reading prayers backwards; and

invoking the devil by the name, style, and title of

Sathan, Abrasax, Adonai. I know what commu-
nication you had with Goody Thrusk at Camberwell,

who undertook, for three shillings and fourpence,

to convey you on a broomstick to Norway, where

the devil was to hold a conventical ; but you bog-

gled at crossing the sea, without such security for

your person as the beldame could not give. I

remember you poring over the treatise De volucri

arborea, until you had well nigh lost your wits

;

and your intention to enrol yourself in the Rosi-

crnsian society, until your intrigue with the tripe-

woman in Thieving-lane destroyed your pretensions

to chastity. Then you cloaked your own wickedness

with an affectation of scepticism, and declared there

never was any such existence as devil, demon,

spirit, or goblin, nor any such art as magic, necro-

mancy, sorcery, or witchcraft. O infidel ! hast

thou "never heard of the three divisions of magic

into natural, artificial, and diabolical? The first of

these is no more than medicine, hence the same

word Pharmacopola signified both a wiseacre and

apothecary. To the second belong the glass sphere

of Archimedes, the flying wooden pigeon of Ar-
ehytus, the emperor Leo's singing birds of gold,

Boetius the Consolator's flying birds of brass,

hissing serpents of the same metal, and the famous

speaking head of Albertus Magnus. The last, which

we call diabolical, depends upon the evocation of

spirits ; such was the art exercised by the magicians

of Pharaoh, as well as by that conjurer recorded

by Gasper Peucerus, who animated the dead

carcase of a famous female harper in Bologna,

in such a manner, that she played upon her in-

strument as well as ever she had done in her life,

until another magician removing the charm,

which had been placed in her arm-pits, the body-

fell down deprived of all motion. It is by such

means that conjurers cure distempers with charms

and amulets ; that, according to St. Isidore, they

confound the elements, disturb the understanding,

slay without poison or any perceptible wound, call

up devils, and learn from them how to torment

their enemies. Magic was known even to the

ancient Romans. Cato teaches us how to charm a

dislocated bone, by repeating these mystical words,

Incipe cantare in alto, S. F. motas donata dardaries

Aslotaries, die una parite dum coeunt, &c. Besides, the

virtues of Abracadabra are well known ;
though

the meaning of the word has puzzled some of the

best critics of the last age ; such as Wendelinus,
Scaliger, Saumaise, and Father Kircher; not to

mention the ancient physician Serenns Sammonicus,
who describes the disposition of these characters in

hexameter verse. I might here launch out into a
very learned dissertation, to prove that this very
Serenus formed the word Abracadabra from the

Greek word A/3paera|, a name by which Basilides

the Egyptian heretic defined the Deity, as the

letters of it imply 365. the number of days in the
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year. This is the word still fair and legible on one

of the two talismans found in the seventeenth

century, of which Baronius gives us the figure in

the second volume of his Annals. By the by,

Peacock, you must take notice, that the figure of

St. George encountering the dragon, which is the

symbol of the order of the Garter, and at this day

distinguishes so many inns, taverns, and alehouses,

in this kingdom, was no other originally than the

device of an abraxas or amulet wore by the Basi-

lidians, as a charm against infection, for, by the

man on horseback killing the dragon, was typified

the sun purifying the air, and dispersing the

noxious vapours from the earth. An abraxas

marked with this device, is exhibited by Mont-

faucon out of the collection of Sig. Capello. This

symbol, improved by the cross on the top of the

spear, was aferwards adopted by the Christian

crusards as a badge of their religious warfare, as

well as an amulet to ensure victory; the cross

alluding to Constantine's labarum, with the motto,

€c tovtw viko, " In this you shall conquer." The

figure on horseback they metamorphosed into St.

George, the same with George the Arian, who at

one time was reckoned a martyr, and maintained a

place in the Roman Martyrology, from which he

and others were erased by Pope Gelasius in the fifth

century, because the accounts of their martyrdom

were written by heretics. This very George, while

he officiated as Bishop ofAlexandria, having ordered

a temple of the god Mythras to be purified, and

converted into a Christian church, ftund in the said

temple this emblem of the sun, which the Persians

adored under the name of Mythras; and with the

addition of the cross, metamorphosed it into a

symbol of Christian warfare against idolatry. It

was on this occasion that the Pagans rose against

George, and murdered him with the utmost bar-

barity; and from this circumstance he became a

saint and martyr, and the amulet or abraxas became

his badge of distinction. The cross was considered

as such a sure protection in battle, that every

sword-hilt was made in this form, and every

warrior, before he engaged, kissed it in token of

devotion: hence the phrase, "I kiss your hilt,"

which is sometimes used even at this day. A\ ith

respect to the mystical words, ABR.ACA2, IAfi,

AUflNAI, which are found upon those amulets, and

supposed to he of Hebrew extract, though in the

Greek character of termination ; if thou wouldst

know their real signification, thou mayest consult

the learned De Croy, in his Treatise concerning the

genealogies of the Gnostics. Thou wilt find it at the

end of St. Irenaeus's works, published by Grabius

at Oxford.

But, to return to magic, thou must have heard of

the famous Albertus "Magnus de Bolstadt, who
indifferently exercised the professions of a conjuror,

bawd, and man-midwife ; who forged the celebrated

Androides, or brazen head, which pronounced

oracles, and solved questions ofthe utmost difficulty

:

nor can the fame of Henry Cornelius Agrippa have

escaped thee ; he, who wrote the Treatises De
occulta Philosophia ; et de cacis Ceremoniis ; who

kept his demon secured with an enchanted iron

collar, in the shape of a black dog; which black dog

being dismissed in his last moments with these

words, Abi perdita bestia qum me totum perdidisti,

plunged itself in the river Soame, and immediately

disappeared. But what need of those profane

instances, to prove the existence of magicians who
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held communication -with the devil ? Don't we
read in the Scripture of the magicians of Pharaoh
and Manasses ; of the witch of Endor ; of Simon
and Barjesus, magicians ; and of that sorceress, of
whose body the apostle Paul dispossessed the devil ?

Have not the fathers mentioned magicians and
sorcerers? Have not different councils denounced
anathemas against them ? Hath not the civil law
decreed punishments to he inflicted upon those
convicted of the black art? Have not all the
tribunals in France, England, and particularly in

Scotland, condemned many persons to the stake for

sorceries, on the fullest evidence, nay, even on their

own confession ? Thou thyself mayest almost
remember the havoc that was made among the
sorcerers in one of the English colonies in North
America, by Dr. Encrease Mather, and Dr. Cotton
Mather, those luminaries of the New-England
church, under the authority and auspices of Sir

William Phipps, that flower of knighthood, and
mirror of governors, who, not contented with living

witnesses, called in the assistance of spectral ei i-

dence, to the conviction of those diabolical de-

linquents. This was a hint, indeed, which he
borrowed from the famous trial of Urban Grandier,
canon of Loudun in France, who was duly convicted
of magic, upon the depositions of the devils Asta-
roth, Eusas, Celsits, Acaos, Cedon. Asmodeus, Alix,

Zabulon, Nepthalim, Cham, Uriel, and Achas. I

might likewise refer thee to King James's History
of Witchcraft, wherein it appears, upon uncontro-
vertible evidence, that the devil not only presided

in person at the assemblies of those wise women,
but even condescended to be facetious, and often

diverted them by dancing and playing gambols
with a lighted candle in his breech. I might bid

thee recollect the authenticated account of the Earl
of Gowry's conspiracy against the said king, in

which appears the deposition of a certain person,

certifying that the Earl of Gowry had studied the

black art ; that he wore an amulet about his person,

of such efficacy, that although he was run several

times through the body, not one drop of blood
flowed from the wounds until those mystical cha-

racters were removed. Finally, I could fill whole
volumes with undeniable facts, to prove the ex-

istence of magic ; hut what I have said shall suffice.

I must only repeat it again, that there was not one
magician, conjuror, wizard, or witch, among all the

Bonzas of Japan, whom the Cuboy consulted: a
circumstance that astonished him the more, as

divers of them, notwithstanding their beards, were
shrewdly suspected to be old women ; and till that

time, an old woman with a beard upon her chin had
been always considered as an agent of the devil. It

was the nature of Fika-kaka to he impatient and
impetuous. Perceiving that none of his Bonzas had
any communication with the devil, and that many
of them doubted whether there was any such per-

sonage as the devil, he began to have some doubts

about his own soul :
" For if there is no devil,"

said he, " there is no soul to be damned ; and it

would be a reproach to the justice of Heaven, to

suppose that all souls are to be saved, considering

what rascally stuff mankind are made of." This

was an inference which gave him great disturbance;

for he was one of those who would rather encounter

eternal damnation, than run any risk of being

annihilated. He therefore assembled all those

among the Bonzas who had the reputation of being

great philosophers and metaphysicians, in order

to hear their opinions concerning the nature of the
soul. The first reverend sage who delivered him-
self on this mysterious subject, having stroked
his grey beard, and hemmed thrice with great
solemnity, declared that the soul was an animal ; a
second pronounced it to be the number three, or
proportion ; a third contended for the number
seven, or harmony; a fourth defined the soul the
universe; a fifth affirmed it was a mixture of ele-
ments ; a sixith asserted it was oomposed of fire;

\

a seventh opined it was formed of water; an eighth
called it an essence; a ninth, an idea; a tenth,
stickled for substance without extension ; an eleventh,
for extension without substance; a twelfth cried it wai
an accident ; a thirteenth called it a reflecting mirror;
a fourteenth, the image reflected; a fifteenth insisted
upon its being a tune ; a sixteenth believed it was the
instrument that played the tune ; a seventeenth
undertook to prove it was material; an eighteenth
exclaimed it was immaterial; a nineteenth allowed it

was something ; and a twentieth swore it was nothing.
By this time all the individuals that composed this
learned assembly, spoke together, with equal eager-
ness and vociferation. The volubility witli which a
great number of abstruse and unintelligible terms and
definitions were pronounced and repeated, not onlv
resembled the confusion of Babel, but they had just
the same effect upon the brain of Fika-kaka, as is

generally produced in weak heads, by looking
stedfastly at a mill-wheel or a vortex, or any other
object in continual rotation. He grew giddy, ran
three times round, and dropped down in the midst
of the Bonzas, deprived of sense and motion. TV hen
he recovered so far as to be able to reflect upon
what had happened, he was greatly disturbed with
the terror of annihilation, as he had heard nothing
said in the consultation which could give him
any reason to believe there was such a thing as an
immortal soul. In this emergency, he sent for his

counsellor Mura-clami, and when that lawyer
entered his chamber, exclaimed, " My dear Mura,
as I have a soul to be saved !—A soul to be saved

!

—ay, there's the rub !—the devil a soul have I

!

Those Bonzas are good for nothing but to kiss my
a-rse ; a parcel of ignorant asses ! Pox on their

philosophy ! Instead of demonstrating the immor-
tality of the soul, they have plainly proved the
soul is a chimera, a Will-o'-the-wisp, a bubble, a
term, a word, a nothing ! My dear Mura ! prove
but that I have a soul, and I shall be contented to

be damned to all eternity !" " If that be the case,"

said the other, " your Quambukuship may set your
heart at rest : for, if you proceed to govern this

empire, in conjunction with Taycho, as you have
begun, it will become a point of eternal justice to

give you an immortal soul (if you have not one
already), that you may undergo eternal punish-
ment, according to your demerits." The Cuboy
was much comforted by this assurance, and re-

turned to his former occupations with redoubled
ardour. He continued to confer benefices on his

back-friends, the Bonzas ; to regulate the whole
army of tax-gatherers ; to bribe the tribunes, the
centurions, the decuriones, and all the inferior

mob-drivers of the empire ; to hire those pipers who
were best skilled in making the multitude dance,
and find out the ablest artists to scratch their long
ears, and tickle their noses. These tons were
sweetened by a variety of enjoyments. He pos-

sessed all the pomp of ostentation ; the vanity of
levees, the pride of power, the pleasure of adula •
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tioD, the happiness of being kicked by his sovereign

and kissed by his Bonzas ; and, above all, the de-

lights of the stomach and the close-stool, which
recurred in perpetual succession, and which he
seemed to enjoy with a particular relish : for, it

must be observed, to the honour of Fika-kaka, that

what he eagerly received at one end, he as liberally

refunded at the other. But as the faculties of his

mind were insufficient to digest the greatness of

power which had fallen to his share, so were the

organs of his body unable to concoct the enormous
mass of aliments which he so greedily swallowed.

He laboured under an indigestion of both ; and the

vague promises which went upwards, as well as

the murmurs that passed the other way, were no
other than eruptive crudities arising from the

defects of his soul and body.

As for Taycho, he confined himself to the

management of the war. He recalled the general

in chief from Fatsissio, because he had not done
that which he could not possibly do ; but, instead

of sending another on whose abilities he could
depend, he allowed the direction of the armaments
to devolve upon the second in command, whose
character he could not possibly know, because,

indeed, he was too obscure to have any character
at all. The fruits of his sagacity soon appeared.

The new general, Abra-moria, having reconnoitred

a post of the enemy, which was found too strong to

be forced, attacked it without hesitation, and his

troops were repidsed and routed with considerable

slaughter. It was lucky for Taycho that the
tidings of this disaster were qualified by the news
of two other advantages which the arms of Japan
had gained. A separate corps of troops, under
Yaf-frai and Ya-loff, reduced a strong Chinese
fortress in the neighbourhood of Fatsissio; and a

body of Japanese, headed by a factor called Ka-liff,

obtained a considerable victory at Fla-sao, in the

farther extremity of Tartary, where a trading com-
pany of Meaco possessed a commercial settlement.

The Hydra of Meaco began to shake its numerous
heads, and growl, when it heard of Abra-moria's
defeat. At that instant, one of its leaders exclaimed,
" Bless thy long ears ! It was not Taycho that

recommended Abra-moria to this command. He
was appointed by the Fatzman." This was true.

It was likewise true that Taycho had allowed him
quietly to succeed to the command, without know-
ing anything of his abilities ; it was equally true

that Taycho was an utter stranger to Yaf-frai and
Ya-loff, who took the fortress, as well as to the

factor Ka-liff, who obtained the victory at the

farther end of Tartary. Nevertheless, the beast

cried aloud, " Hang Abra-inoria, and a fig for the

Fatzman. But let the praise of Taycho be mag-
nified ! It was Taycho that subdued the fortress

in the Isle Ka-frit-o. It was Taycho that de-

feated the enemy at Fla-sao. Yaf-frai has slain his

thousands ; Ya-loff has slain his five thousands
;

but Taycho had slain his ten thousands."
Taycho had credit not only for the success of the

Japanese arms, but likewise for the victories of
Brut-an-tifS, who had lately been much beholden
to fortune. I have already observed what a noise
that Tartar made when the Fatzman of Japan found
himself obliged to capitulate with the Chinese
general. In consequence of that event, the war
was already at an end with respect to the Japanese,
on the continent of Tartary. The emperor of
China took possession of the farm of Yesso ; the

peasants quietly submitted to their new masters

;

and those very free-booting Tartar chiefs, who had
sold their subjects as soldiers, to serve under the

Fatzman, had already agreed to send the very same
mercenaries into the army of China. It was at

this juncture that Brut-an- tiffi exalted his throat.

In the preceding campaign he had fought with
various success. One of his generals had given

battle to the Mantchoux Tartars, and each side

claimed the victory. Another of his leaders had
been defeated and taken by the Ostrog. The
Chinese had already advanced to the frontiers of

Brut-an-tiffi's dominions. In this dilemma he ex-

erted himself with equal activity and address : he
repulsed the Chinese army with considerable loss ;

and, in the space of one month after this action,

gained a victory over the general of the Ostrog.

These advantages rendered him insufferably arro-

gant. He exclaimed against the Fatzman ; he
threatened the Dairo

; and, as I have taken notice

above, a new army was raised at the expense of

Japan, to defend him from all future invasions of

the Chinese. Already the Tartar General Bron-
xi-tic, who was vested at his desire with the com-
mand of the mercenary army of Japan, had given

a severe check to a strong body of the Chinese, and
even threatened to carry the war into the empire of

China ; but his progress was soon stopt, and he
was forced to retreat in his turn towards the farm
of Yesso. But from nothing did orator Taycho
reap a fuller harvest of praise, than from the con-

quest of Tzin-khall, a settlement of the Chinese on

the coast of Terra Australis ; which conquest was
planned by a Banyan merchant of Meaco, who had
traded on that coast, and was particularly known to

the king of the country. This royal savage was
uneasy at the neighbourhood of the Chinese, and

conjured the merchant, whose name was Thum-
Khumm-qua, to use his influence at the court of

Meaco, that an armament should be equipped

against the settlement of Tzin-khall, he himself

solemnly promising to co-operate in the reduction

of it with all his forces. Thum-Khumm-qua,
whose zeal for the good of his country got the

better of all his prudential maxims, did not fail to

represent this object in the most interesting points

of view. He demonstrated to Taycho the import-

ance of the settlement ; that it abounded with

slaves, ivory, gold, and a precious gum which was
not to be found in any other part of the world ; a

gum in great request all over Asia, and particularly

among the Japanese, who were obliged to purchase

it in time of war at second-hand from their enemies

the Chinese, at an exorbitant price. He demon-
strated that the loss of this settlement would be a

terrible wound to the emperor of China ; and
proved that the conquest of it could be achieved at

a very trifling expense. He did more. Though
by the maxims of his sect he was restrained from
engaging in any military enterprise, he offered

to conduct the armament in person, in order

the more effectually to keep the king of the

country steady to his engagements. Though
the scheme was in itself plausible and practicable,

Mr. Orator Taycho shuffled and equivocated until

the season for action was past. But Thum-Khumm-
qua was indefatigable. He exhorted, he pressed, he

remonstrated, he complained, and besieged the

orator's house in such a manner, that Taycho at

length, in order to be rid of his importunity, granted

his request. A small armament was fitted out ; the
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Banyan embarked in it, leaving his own private
affairs in confusion ; and the settlement was reduced
according to his prediction. When the news of
this conquest arrived at Meaco, the multifarious
beast brayed hoarse applause, and the minister
Taycho was magnified exceedingly. As for
Thum-Khumm-qua, whose private fortune was
consumed in the expedition, all the recompense he
received, was the consciousness of having served
his country. In vain he reminded Taycho of his
promises; in vain he recited the minister's own
letters, in which he had given his word that the
Banyan should be liberally rewarded, according to
the importance of his services. Taycho was both
deaf and blind to all his remonstrances and repre-
sentations

; and, at last, fairly flung the door in his
face.

Such was the candour and the gratitude of the
incomparable Taycho. The poor projector Thum-
Khumm-qua found himself in a piteous case, while
the whole nation resounded with joy for the con-
quest which his sagacity had planned, and his zeal
carried into execution. He was not only abandoned
by the minister Taycho, but also renounced by the
whole sect of the Banyans, who looked upon him
as a wicked apostate, because he had been concerned
with those who fought with the arm of flesh. It
was lucky for him that he afterwards found favour
with a subsequent minister, who had not adopted
all the maxims of his predecessor Taycho. The
only measures which this egregious demagogue
could hitherto properly call his own, were these

:

his subsidiary treaty with Brutantifn ; his raising
an immense army of mercenaries to act in Tartary
for the benefit of that prince ; his exacting an in-
credible sum of money from the people of Japan

;

and, finally, two successive armaments which he
had sent to annoy the sea coasts of China. I have
already given an account of the first, the intent
which was frustrated by a mistake in the perspectives.
The other was more fortunate in the beginning.
Taycho had, by the force of his genius, discovered
that nothing so effectually destroyed the oiled
paper which the Chinese used in their windows in-
stead of glass, as the gold coin called Oban, when dis-
charged from a military engine at a proper distance.
He foundthat gold was more compact, more heavy,
more malleable, and more manageable, than any other
metal or substance that he knew ; he therefore pro-
vided a great quantity of obans, and a good body
of slingers, and these being conveyed to the coast
of China in a squadron of Eune, as none of the
Chinese appeared to oppose these hostilities, a select
number of the troops were employed to make
ducks and drakes with the obans, on the supposition
that this diversion would allure the enemy to the
sea side, where they might be knocked on the head
without further trouble, but the care of their own
safety got the better of their curiosity on this oc-
casion, and fifty thousand obans were expended in
this manner without bringing one Chinese from his
lurking-hole. Considerable damage was done to
the windows of the enemy. Then the forces were
landed in a village which they found deserted. Here
they burned some fishing-boats, and from hence
they carried off some military machines, which
were brought to Meaco, and conveyed through the
streets in procession, amidst the acclamations of the
Hydra, who sung the praise of Taycho. Elevated
by this triumph, the minister sent forth the same
armament a second time under a new general of

943

his own choosing, whose name was Hylib-bib, who
had long entertained an opinion that the inhabitants
of China were not beings of flesh and blood, but
mere fantastic shadows, who could neither offend
nor be offended. Eull of this opinion he made a
descent on the coast of that empire, and to convince
his followers that his notion was right, he advanced
some leagues into the country, without having
taken any precautions to secure a retreat, leaving
the Eune at anchor upon an open beach. Some
people alleged that he depended upon the sagacity
of an engineer recommended to him by Taycho,
which engineer had such an excellent nose that he
could smell a Chinese at the distance of ten leagues,
but it seems the scent failed him at this juncture.
Perhaps the Chinese general had trailed rusty bacon
and other odoriferous substances to confound his
sense of smelling. Perhaps no dew had fallen over-
night, and a strong breeze blew towards the enemy.
Certain it is, Hylib-bib in the evening received re-
peated intelligence that he was within half a league
of a Chinese general, at the head of a body of troops
greatly superior in number to the Japanese forces
which he himself commanded. He still believed
it was all illusion, and when he heard their drums
beat, declared it was no more than a ridiculous en-
chantment. He thought proper, however, to retreat
towards the sea side, but this he did with great
deliberation, after having given the enemy fair
notice by beat of drum. His motions were so slow
that he took seven hours to march three miles.
When he reached the shore where the Fune were
at anchor, he saw the whole body of the Chinese
drawn up on a rising ground ready to begin the
attack. He ordered his rear-guard to face about,
on the supposition that the phantoms would disap-
pear as soon as they showed their faces, but finding
himself mistaken, and perceiving some of his own
people to drop, in consequence of missiles that
came from the enemy, he very calmly embarked
with his van, leaving his rear to amuse the Chinese,
by whom they were, in less than five minutes, either
massacred or taken. From this small disgrace the
general deduced two important corollaries; first,

that the Chinese were actually material beings,
capable of impulsion

; and, secondly, that his
engineer's nose was not altogether infallible. The
people of Meaco did not seem to relish the experi-
ments by which these ideas were ascertained.
The monster was heard to grunt in different streets
of the metropolis, and these notes of discontent
produced the usual effect in the bowels of Fika-
kaka, but orator Taycho had his flowers of rhetoric
and his bowl of mandragora in readiness. He
assured them that Hylib-bib should be employed
for the future in keeping sheep on the island of
Xicoco, and the engineer be sent to hunt truffles
on the mountains of Ximo. Then he tendered his
dose, which the Hydra swallowed with signs of
pleasure

;
and, lastly, he mounted upon its back,

and rode in triumph under the windows of the as-
tonished Cuboy, who, while he shifted his trowsers,
exclaimed in a rapture of joy, " All hail, Taycho,
thou prince of monster-taming-men ! the Dairo
shall kick thy posteriors, and I will kiss them in
token of approbation and applause."
The time was now come when fortune, which

had hitherto smiled upon the Chinese arms, resolved
to turn tail to that vain-glorious nation, and pre-
cisely at the same instant Taycho undertook to
display his whole capacity in the management of
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the war. But before he assumed this province, it

•was necessary that he should establish a despotism

in the council of Twenty-Eight, some members of

which had still the presumption to offer their advice

towards the administration of affairs. This council

being assembled by the Dairo's order, to deliberate

upon the objects of the next campaign, the presi-

dent began by asking the opinion of Taycho, who
was the youngest member, upon which the orator

made no articulate reply, but cried, "Ba-ba-ba-ba!
"

The Dairo exclaimed, " Boh !
" The Fatzman

ejaculated the interjection "Pish!" The Cuboy

sat in silent astonishment. Gotto-mio swore the

man was dumb, and hinted something of lunacy.

Poksi-roku shook his head, and Soo-san-sin-o

shrugged up his shoulders. At length Fika-kaka

going round, and kissing Taycho on the forehead,
* My dear boy !

" cried he, " Gad's curse ! what's

the matter ? Do but open the sluices of your elo-

quence once more, my dear orator ; let us have

one simile, one dear simile, and then I shall die

contented. With respect to the operations of the

campaign, don't you think " Here he was in-

terrupted with " Ka, ka, ka, ka !
" " Heighday !

"

cried the Cuboy, " Ba-ba-ba, ka-ka-ka ! that's the

language of children !
" " And children you shall

be," exclaimed the orator. "Here is a twopenny

trumpet for the amusement of the illustrious Got-

hama-baba, a sword of gingerbread covered with

gold leaf for the Fatzman, and a rattle for my lord

Cuboy. I have likewise sugar-plums for the rest

of the council." So saying, he, without ceremony,

advanced to the Dairo, and tied a scarf round the

eyes of his imperial majesty ; then he produced a

number of padlocks, and sealed up the lips of every

Quo in council, before they could recollect them-

selves from their first astonishment. The assembly

broke up abruptly, and the Dairo was conducted to

his cabinet by the Fatzman and the Cuboy, which

last endeavoured to divert the chagrin of his royal

master, by blowing the trumpet and shaking the

rattle in his ears, but Got-hama-baba could not be

so easily appeased. He growled like an enraged bear

at the indignity which had been offered to him, and

kicked the Cuboy before as well as behind. Mr.

Orator Taycho was fain to come to an explanation.

He assured the Dairo it was necessary that his

imperial majesty should remain in the dark, and

that the whole council should be muzzled for a

season, otherwise he could not accomplish the great

things he had projected in favour of the farm of

Yesso. He declared, that while his majesty

remained blindfold, he would enjoy all his other

senses in greater perfection ; that his ears would be

every day regaled with the shouts of triumph con-

veyed in notes of uncommon melody, and that the

less quantity of animal spirits was expended in

vision, the greater proportion would flow to his

extremities; consequently, his pleasure would be

more acute in his pedestrian exercitations upon the

Cuboy and others whom he delighted to honour.

He therefore exhorted him to undergo a total pri-

vation of eye-sight, which was at best a trouble-

some faculty, that exposed mankind to a great

variety of disagreeable spectacles. This was a pro-

posal which the Dairo did not relish ; on the con-

trary, he waxed exceedingly wroth, and told the

orator he would rather enjoy one transient glance

of the farm of Yesso, than the most exquisite de-

lights that could be procured for all the other senses.

" To gratify your majesty with that ineffable plea-
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sure," cried Taycho, " I have devoted myself, sonl

and body, and even reconciled contradictions. 1

have renounced all my former principles, without

forfeiting the principles which, by professing those

principles, I had gained. I have obtained the most

astonishing victories over common sense, and even

refuted mathematical demonstration. The many-
headed mob, which no former demagogue could

ever tame, I have taught to fetch and to carry , to

dance to my pipe, to bray to my tune, to swallow

what I present without murmuring, to lick my feet

when I am angry, and kiss the rod when I think

proper to chastise it. I have done more, my liege

;

I have prepared a drench for it, which, like Lethe,

washes away the remembrance of what is past, and

takes away all sense of its own condition. I have

swept away all the money of the empire, and per-

suaded the people not only to beggar themselves,

but also to entail indigence upon their latest poste-

rity, and all for the sake of Yesso. It is by dint of

these efforts I have been able to subsidize Brut-an-

tifE, and raise an army of one hundred thousand

men to defend your imperial majesty's farm, which,

were the entire property of it brought to market,

would not fetch one-third part of the stuns which

are now yearly expended in its defence. I shall

strike but one great stroke in the country of Fat-

sissio, and then turn the whole stream of the war

into the channel of Tartary, until the barren plains

of Yesso are fertilized with human blood. In the

mean time, I must insist upon your majesty's con-

tinuing in the dark, and amusing yourself in your

cabinet with the trumpet and other gewgaws which

I have provided for your diversion ; otherwise I quit

the reins of administration, and turn the monster

out of my trammels, in which case, like the dog

that returns to its vomit, it will not fail to take up

its former prejudices against Yesso, which I have

with such pains obliged it to resign." " O my dear

Taycho!" cried the affrighted Dairo; " talk not of

leaving me in such a dreadful dilemma. Bather

than the dear farm should fall into the hands of the

Chinese, I would be contented to be led about

blindfold all the days of my life. Proceed in your

own way. I invest you with full power and au-

thority, not only to gag my whole council, but even

to nail their ears to the pillory, should it be found

necessary for the benefit of Yesso. In token of

which delegation, present your posteriors, and I

will bestow upon you a double portion of my fa-

vour." Taycho humbly thanked his imperial ma-

jesty for the great honour he intended him ; but

begged leave to decline the ceremony, on account

of°the hemorrhoids, which at that time gave him

great disturbance.

The orator, having thus annihilated all opposition

in the council of Twenty-Eight, repaired to his own

house, in order to plan the operations of the ensu-

ing campaign. Though he had reinforced the army

in Tartary with the flower of the Japanese soldiery,

and destined a strong squadron of Fune, as usual,

to parade on the coast of China, he foresaw it would

be necessary to amuse the people with some new

stroke on the side of Fatsissio, which indeed was

the original and the most natural scene of the war.

He locked himself up in his closet, and consulting

the map of Fatsissio, he found that the principal

Chinese settlement of that island was a fortified

town called Quib-quab, to which there was access by

two different avenues; one by a broad, rapid, navi-

gable river, on the banks of which the town was
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situated, and the other by an inland route over
mountains, lakes, and dangerous torrents. He
measured the map with his compass, and perceived
that both routes were nearly of the same length,
and therefore he resolved that the forces in Fatsis-
sio, being divided into two equal bodies, should
approach the place by the two different avenues, on
the supposition that they would both arrive before
the walls of Quib-quab at the same instant of time.
The conduct of the inland expedition was given to
Yaff-rai, who now commanded in chief in Fat-
sissio, and the rest of the troops were sent up the
great river, under the auspices of Ya-loff, who had
so eminently distinguished himself in the course of
the preceding year.

Orator Taycho had received some articles of intel-
ligence which embarrassed him a little at first ; but
these difficulties soon vanished before the vigour of
his resolutions. He knew that not only the town of
Quib-quab was fortified by art, but also that the
whole adjacent country was almost impregnable by
nature

; that one Chinese general blocked up the
passes with a strong body of forces, in the route
which was to be followed by Yaff-rai ; and that
another commanded a separate corps in the neigh-
bourhood of Quib-quab, equal, at least, in number,
to the detachment of Ya-loff, whom he might there-
fore either prevent from landing, or attack after he
should be landed : or, finally, should neither of these
attempts succeed, he might reinforce the garrison
of Quib-quab, so as to make it more numerous than
the besieging army, which, according to the rules
of war, ought to be ten times the number of the
besieged

; on the other hand, in order to invalidate
these objections, he reflected that fortune, which
had such a share in all military events, is inconstant
and variable

;
that as the Chinese had been so long

successful in Fatsissio, it was now their turn to be
unfortunate. He reflected that the demon of folly
was capricious, and that as it had so long possessed
the rulers and generals of Japan, it was high time
it should shift its quarters, and occupy the brains of
the enemy

; in which case they would quit their
advan tageous posts, and commit some blunder that
would lay them at the mercy of the Japanese. With
respect to the reduction of Quib-quab, he had heard,
indeed, that the besiegers ought to be ten times the
numberof the garrison besieged; butas every Japan-
ese was equivalent to ten subjects of China, he thought
the match was pretty equal. He reflected, that
even if this expedition should not succeed, it would
be of little consequence to his reputation, as he
could plead at home, that he neither conceived the
original plan, nor appointed any of the officers con-
cerned in the execution. It is true, he might have
reinforced the army in Fatsissio, so as to leave very
little to fortune ; but then he must have subtracted
something from the strength of the operations in
Tartary, which was now become the favourite scene
of the war

; or he must have altogether suspended
the execution of another darling scheme, which was
literally his own conception. There was an island
in the great Indian ocean, at a considerable dis-
tance from Fatsissio, and here the Chinese had a
strong settlement. Taycho was inflamed with the
ambition of reducing this island, which was called
Thin-quo

; and for this purpose he resolved to em-
bark a body of forces which should cooperate with
the squadron of Fune, destined to cruise in those
latitudes. The only difficulty that remained was
to choose a general to direct this enterprise. He
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perused a list of all the military officers in Japan,
and as they were all equal in point of reputation, he
began to examine their names, in order to pitch
upon that which should appear to be the most sig-
nificant

; and in this particular Taycho was a little

superstitious. Not but that surnames, when pro-
perly bestowed, might be rendered very useful
terms of distinction

; but I must tell thee. Peacock,
nothing can be more preposterously absurd than
the practice of inheriting cognomina, which ought
ever to be purely personal. I would ask thee, for
example, what propriety there was in giving the
name Xenophon, which signifies one that speaks >i

meign language, to the celebrated Greek who dis-
tinguished himself, not only as a consummate cap-
tain, but also as an elegant writer in his mother
tongue ? What could be more ridiculous than to
denominate the great philosopher of Crotona, Py-
thagoras, which implies a stinking speech ? Or what
could be more misapplied than the name of the
weeping philosopher Heraclitus, signifying military
glory? The inheritance of surnames among the
Romans produced stillmore ludicrous consequences.
The best and noblest families in Rome derived
their names from the coarsest employments, or else
from the corporeal blemishes of their ancestors. The
Pisones were millers; theCicerones andtheLentuli
were so called from the vetches and the lentils which
their forefathers dealt in. The Fabii were so denomi-
nated from a dung-pit, in which the first ofthe family
was begot by stealth in the way of fornication. A
ploughman gave rise to the great family of the
Serrani, the ladies of which always went without
smocks. The Suilli, the Bubulci, and the Porci,
were descended from a swine-herd, a cowherd, and
a hog-butcher. What could be more disgraceful
than to call the senator Strabo, Squintum ? or a
fine young lady of the house of Pseti, Pigsneyes ? or
to distinguish a matron of the Limi, by the appel-
lation of Sheep's-eye ? What could be more dis-
honourable than to give the surname of Snub-nose
to P. Silius, the propraetor, because his great-great-
great-grandfather had a nose of that make ? Ovid,
indeed, had a long nose, and therefore was justly
denominated Naso; but why should Horace be
called Flaccus, as if his ears had been stretched in
the pillory : I need not mention the Burrhi, Nigri,
Rufi, Aquilii, and Rutilii, because we have the
same foolish surnames in England ; and even the
Lappa

; for I myself know a very pretty miss called
Rough-head, though, in fact, there is not a young
lady in the Bills of Mortality who takes more" pains
to dress her hair to the best advantage. The fa-
mous dictator, whom the deputies of Rome found
at the plough, was known by the name of Cincin-
nati, or Ragged-head. Now I leave you to judge
how it would sound in these days, if a footman at
the playhouse should call out, " My Lady Ragged-
head's coach ; room for my Lady Ragged-head."
I am doubtful whether the English name of Hale
does not come from the Roman cognomen Hala,
which signified stinking breath. What need I men-
tion the Plauti, Panci, Valgi, Vari, Vatia;, and
Scauri ; the Tuditani, the Malici, Cenestellse, and
Leccse? in other words, the Splay -foots, Bandy-
legs, Shamble-shins, Baker-knees, Club-foots, Ham-
mer-heads, Chubby-cheeks, Bald-heads, and Letch-
ers. I shall not say a word of the Buteo or Buzzard,
that I may not be obliged to explain the meaning
of the word Triorchis, from whence it takes its

denomination
; yet all those were great families in

3 p
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Rome. But I cannot help taking notice of some of

the same improprieties which have crept into the

language and customs of this country. Let us sup-

pose, for example, a foreigner reading an English

newspaper in these terms:-" Last Tuesday the

R>ht Honourable Timothy Sillyman, secretary of

stale for the southern department, gave a grand

entertainment to the nobility and gentry at his

house in Knave's-acre. The evening was concluded

with a ball, which was opened by Sir Samuel Hog

and Ladv Diana Rough-head. We hear there is

purpose of marriage between Mr. Alderman Snial-

cock and Miss Harriet Hair-stones, a young lady

of great fortune and superlative merit. -By the

last mail from Germany, we have certain advice of

a complete victory which General Coward has ob-

tained over the enemy. On this occasion the

general displayed all the intrepidity of the most

renowned hero : by the same canal we are in-

formed, that Lieutenant Little-fear has been broke

bv a court-martial for cowardice. We hear that

Edward West, Esq. will be elected president ot the

directors of the East India Company for the en-

sumo- year. It is reported that Commodore ^orth

will be sent with a squadron into the South Sea.

Captains East and South are appointed by the Lords

of the Admiralty, commanders of two frigates to

sail on the discovery of the North-west passage.

Yesterday morning Sir John Summer, Bart., lay

dangerously ill at his house in Spring-garden :
he

is attended by Dr. Winter ; but there are no hopes

of his recovery. Saturday last, Philip Frost, a

dealer in gunpowder, died at his house in Snow-

hill of a high fever caught by overheating him-

self, in walking for a wager from No Man s Land

to the World's End. Last week Mr. John Fog,

teacher of astronomy in Rotherhithe, was married

to the Widow Fairweather, of Puddledock. We
hear from Bath, that on Thursday last a duel was

fought on Lansdown, by Captain Sparrow and

Richard Hawke, Esq., in which the latter was

mortally wounded. Friday last ended the sessions

at the Old Bailey, when the following persons re-

ceived sentence of death -.—Leonard Lamb, for the

murder of Julius Wolf; and Henry Grave, for

robbing and assaulting Dr. Death, whereby the said

Death was put in fear of his life. Giles Gosling,

for defrauding Simon Fox of four guineas and his

watch by subtle craft, was transported for seven

years ; and David Drinkwater was ordered to be

set in the stocks, as an habitual drunkard. The

trial of Thomas Green, whitster at Fulbam, for a

rape on the body of Flora White, a mulatto, was

put off till next sessions, on account of the absence

of two material evidences, viz. Sarah Brown, clear-

starcher of Pimlico, and Anthony Black, scarlet-

dyer of Wandsworth." I ask thee, Peacock,

whether a sensible foreigner, who understood the

literal meaning of these names, which are all truly

British, would not think ye were a nation of hu-

morists, who delighted in cross-purposes and ludi-

crous singularity? But, indeed, ye are not more

absurd in this particular than some of your neigh-

bours. I know a Frenchman of the name of

Bouvier, which signifies cow-keeper, pique himself

upon his noblesse ; and a general called Valavoir

is said to have lost his life by the whimsical im-

propriety of his surname, which signifies go and

see.* You may remember an Italian minister

• The general, taking a solitary walk in the evening, was

questioned by a sentinel, and answered, •' Va la voir." The

called Grossa-testa, or Great-head, though m fact

he had scarce any head at all. That nation has,

likewise, its Sforzas, Malatestas, Boccanigras, Por-

cinas Giudices ; its Colonnas, Muratorios, Medicis,

and Gozzi;— Endeavours, Chuckle-heads, Black

Muzzles Hogs, Judges, Pillars Masons, Leeches

and Chubby-chops. Spain has its Almohadaa,

Girones, Utreras, Ursinas, and Zapatas ;
signify-

ing Cushions, Gores, Bullocks, Bears, and Slippers

The Turks, in other respects a sensible people, fall

into the same extravagance, with respect to the

inheritance of surnames. An Armenian merchant,

to whom I once belonged at Aleppo, used to dine

at the house of a cook whose name was Clock-

maker; and the handsomest Ichoglan m the

Bashaw's seraglio was surnamed Crook-back. It

we may believe the historian Buck, there was the

same impropriety in the same epithet bestowed

upon Richard III. King of England, who, he says,

was one of the best made men of the age in which

he lived ; but here I must contradict the said Buck,

from mv own knowledge. Richard had, undoubt-

edly, one shoulder higher than the other, and his

left arm was a little shrunk and contracted ;
but

notwithstanding the ungracious colours m which

he has been drawn by the flatterers of the house of

Lancaster, I can assure thee, Peacock, that Richard

was a prince of a verv agreeable aspect, and ex-

celled in every personal accomplishment ;
neither

was his heart a stranger to the softer passions of

tenderness and pity. The very night that preceded

the fatal battle of Bosworth, in which he lost his

life, he went in disguise to the house of a farmer in

the neighbourhood, to visit an infant son there

boarded, who was the fruit of an amour between

him and a young lady of the first condition. Lpon

this occasion, he embraced the child with all the

marks of paternal affection, and, doubtful ot the

issue of the approaching battle, shed a flood of tears

at parting from him, after having recommended

him to the particular care of his nurse, to whom

he gave money and jewels to a considerable value.

After the catastrophe of Richard, this house was

plundered, and the nurse with difficulty escaped to

another part of the country; but as the enemies of

Richard now prevailed, she never durst reveal the

secret of the bov's birth ; and he was bred up as

her own son to the trade of bricklaying, in which

character he lived and died in an advanced age in

London. Moreover, it is but justice m me, who

constituted part of one of Richard's yeomen of the

guard, to assure thee that this prince was not so

wicked and cruel as he has been represented, lne

only share he had in the death of his brother

Clarence, was his forbearing to interpose in the

behalf of that prince with their elder brother King

Edward IV., who, in fact, was the greatest brute ol

the whole family: neither did he poison his own

wife; nor employ assassins to murder his two ne-

phews in the Tower. Both the boys were given

by Tyrrel in charge to a German Jew, with di-

rections to breed them up as his own children, in a

remote country; and the eldest died of a fever at

Embden, and the other afterwards appeared as

claimant of the English crown: all the world

knows how he finished his career under the name

of Perkin Warbeck. So much for the abuse of

surnames, in the investigation of which 1 mignt

soldier, taking the words in the l.teral sense, reputed he

challenge: he was answered in the same manner :
and h<-mg

affronted, fired uuoa the general, who fell dead on the spot.
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have used thy own by way of illustration
; for, if

thou and all thy generation were put to the rack,
they would not be able to give any tolerable reason
why thou shouldest be called Peacock rather than
Crab-louse. But it is now high time to return to
the thread of our narration. Taycho, having con-
sidered the list of officers, without finding one
name which implied any active virtue, resolved
that the choice should depend upon accident. He
hustled them all together in his cap, and putting in
his hand at random, drew forth that of Hob-nob

;

a person who had grown old in obscurity, without
ever having found an opportunity of being con-
cerned in actual service. His very name was utterly
unknown to Fika-kaka ; and this circumstance the
orator considered as a lucky omen ; for the Cuboy
had such a remarkable knack at finding out the
least qualified subjects, and overlooking merit, his
new colleague concluded (not without some shadow
of reason) that Hob-nob's being unknown to the
prime minister, was a sort of negative presumption
in favour of his character. This officer was ac-
cordingly placed at the head of an armament, and
sent against the island of Thin-quo, in the con-
quest of which he was to be supported by a
squadron of Fune already in those latitudes, under
the command of the chief He-Rhumn.
The voyage was performed without loss : the

troops were landed without opposition. They had
already advanced towards a rising ground which
commanded the principal town of the island, and
He-Rhumn had offered to land and draw the ar-
tillery by the mariners of his squadron, when
Hob-nob had a dream which disconcerted all his
measures. He dreamed that he entertained all the
islanders in the temple of the White Horse ; and
that his own grandmother did the honours of the
table. Indeed he could not have performed a
greater act of charity ; for they were literally in
danger of perishing by famine. Having consulted
his interpreter ou this extraordinary dream, he
was given to understand that the omen was un-
lucky ; that if he persisted in his hostilities, he
himself would be taken prisoner, and offered up as
a sacrifice to the idol of the place. While he
ruminated on this unfavourable response, the
principal inhabitants of the island assembled, in
order to deliberate upon their own deplorable
situation. They had neither troops, arms, forti-

fications, nor provision, and despaired of supplies,

as the fleet of Japan surrounded the island. In
this emergency, they determined to submit without
opposition ; and appointed a deputation to go and
make a tender of the island to general Hob-nob.
This deputation, preceded by white flags of truce,

the Japanese commander no sooner descried, than
he thought upon the interpretation of his dream.
He mistook the deputies with their white flags for
the Bonzas of the idol to which he was to be
sacrificed ; and, being sorely troubled in mind,
ordered the troops to be immediately re-embarked,
notwithstanding the exhortations of He-Rhumn,
and the remonstrances of Rha-rin-tumm, the second
in command, who used a number of arguments to

dissuade him from his purpose. The deputies
6eeing the enemy in motion, made a halt, and
after they were fairly on board, returned to the
town, singing hymns in praise of the idol Fo, who,
they imagined, had confounded the understanding
of the Japanese general.

The attempt upon Thin-quo having thus mis-

carried, Hob-nob declared he would return to
Japan ; but was with great difficulty persuaded by
the commander of the Fune and his own second,
to make a descent upon another island belonging
to the Chinese, called Qua-chu, where they assured
him he would meet with no opposition. As he
had no dream to deter him from this attempt, he
suffered himself to be persuaded, and actually made
good his landing ; but the horror occasioned by
the apparition of his grandmother had made such
an impression upon his mind, as affected the con-
stitution of his body. Before he was visited by
another such vision, he sickened and died ; and in
consequence of his death, Rha-rin-tumm and He-
Rhumn made a conquest of the island of Qua-chu,
which was much more valuable than Thin-quo,
the first and sole object of the expedition. When
the first news of this second descent arrived in
Japan, the ministry were in the utmost confusion.
Mr. Orator Taycho did not scruple to declare that
general Hob-nob had misbehaved; first, in relin-
quishing Thin-quo, upon such a frivolous pretence
as the supposed apparition of an old woman

;

secondly, in attempting the conquest of another
place, which was not so much as mentioned in his
instructions. The truth is, the importance of
Qua-chu was not known to the cabinet of Japan.
Fika-kaka believed it was some place on the con-
tinent of Tartary, and exclaimed in a violent pas-
sion, " Rot the block-head, Hob-nob ; he'll have
an army of Chinese on his back in a twinkling !"

When the president Soo-san-sin-o assured him
that Qua-chu was a rich island at an immense dis-

tance from the continent of Tartary, the Cuboy
insisted upon kissing his excellency's posteriors
for the agreeable information he had received. In
a few weeks arrived the tidings of the island's

being totally reduced by Rha-rin-tumm and He-
Rhumn. Then the conquest was published through-
out the empire of Japan, with every circumstance
of exaggeration. The blatant beast brayed ap-
plause. The rites of Fakku-basi were celebrated
with unusual solemnity ; and hymns of triumph
were sung to the glory of the great Taycho. Even
the Cuboy arrogated to himself some share of the
honour gained by this expedition ; inasmuch as
the general Rha-rin-tumm was the brother of his
friend Mr. Secretary No-bo-dy. Fika-kaka gave
a grand entertainment at his palace, where he ap-
peared crowned with a garland of the Tsikk-
burasiba, or laurel of Japan ; and ate so much of
the soup of Joniku or famous Swallow's-nest, that
he was for three days troubled with flatulencies

and indigestion.

In the midst of all this festivity, the emperor
still growled and grumbled about Yesso. His
new ally Brut-an-tiffi had met with a variety of
fortune, and even suffered some shocks, which
Orator Taycho, with all his art, could not keep
from the knowledge of the Dairo. He had been
severely drubbed by the Mantchoux, who had ad-
vanced for that purpose even to his court-vard

;

but this was nothing in comparison to another
disaster, from which he had a hair-breadth escape.
The Great Khan had employed one of his most
wily and enterprising chiefs to seize Brut-an-tiffi

by surprise, that he might be brought to jus-
tice, and executed as a felon and perturbator of
the public peace. Kunt-than, who was the par-
tisan pitched upon for this service, practised a
thousand stratagems to decoy Brut-an-tiffi into a

3 P 2
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careless security ; but he was still baffled by the

vigilance of Yam-a-Kheit, a famous soldier of

fortune, -who had engaged in the service of the

outlawed Tartar. At length the opportunity-

offered, -when this captain was sent out to lay the

country under contribution. Then Kunt-than

marching solely in the dead of night, caught

Brut-an-tifli napping. He might have slain him

upon the spot; but his orders were to take him

alive, that he might be made a public example.

Accordingly, his centinels being despatched, he

was pulled out of bed, and his hands were already

tied with cords, like those of a common malefactor,

when, by his roaring and bellowing, he gave the

alarm to Yam-a-Kheit, who chanced to be in the

neighbourhood, returning from his excursion. He
made all the haste he could, and came up in the

very nick of time to save his master. He fell

upon the party of Kunt-than with such fury, that

they were fain to quit their prey : then he cut the

fetters of Brut-an-tiffi, who took to his heels and

fled with incredible expedition, leaving his pre-

server in the midst of his enemies, by whom he

was overpowered, struck from his horse, and

trampled to death. The grateful Tartar not only

deserted this brave captain in such extremity, but

he also took care to asperse his memory, by insi-

nuating that Yam-a-Kheit had undertaken to

watch him while he took his repose, and had him-

self fallen asleep upon his post, by which neglect

of duty the Ostrog had been enabled to penetrate

into his quarters. 'Tis an ill wind that blows

nobody good : the same disaster that deprived him
of a good officer, afforded him an opportunity to

shift the blame of neglect from his own shoulders

to those of a person who could not answer for him-

self. In the same manner, your general A y
acquitted himself of the charge of misconduct for

the attack of T a, by accusing his engineer,

who, having fallen in the battle, could not contra-

dict his assertion. In regard to the affair with the

Mantchoux, Brut-an-tiffi was resolved to swear

truth out of Tartary by mere dint of impudence.

In the very article of running away, he began to

propagate the report of the great victory he had

obtained. He sent the Dairo a circumstantial

detail of his own prowess, and expatiated upon the

cowardice of the Mantchoux, who, he said, had
vanished from him like quicksilver, at the very

time when they were quietly possessed of the

field of battle, and he himself was calling upon the

mountains to cover him. It must have been in

imitation of this great original, that the inspector, of

tvmpanitical memory, assured the public in one of

his lucubrations, that a certain tall Hibernian was
afraid of looking him in the face, because the said

poltroon had kicked his breech the night before in

presence of five hundred people.

Fortune had now abandoned the Chinese in good
earnest. Two squadrons of their Fune had been

successively taken, destroyed, or dispersed, by the

Japanese commanders, Or-nobs and Fas-khan

;

and they had lost such a number of single junks,

that they were scarce able to keep the sea. On the

coast of Africa, they were driven from the settle-

ment of Kho-rhe, by the commander Kha-fell.

In the extremity of Asia, they had an army totally

defeated by the Japanese captain Khutt-whang,
and many of their settlements were taken. In
Fatsissio, they lost another battle to Yan-oni, and
divers strong holds. In the neighbourhood of

Yesso, Bron-xi-tic, who commanded the mercenary

army of Japan on that continent, had been obliged

to retreat before the Chinese from post to pillar,

till at length he found it absolutely necessary to

maintain his position, even at the risk of being

attacked by the enemy, that outnumbered him
greatly. He chose an advantageous post, where

he thought himself secure, and went to sleep at his

usual time of rest. The Chinese general, resolving

to beat up his quarters in the night, selected a body

of horse for that purpose, and put them ir. motion

accordingly. It was happy for Bron-xi-tic that

this detachment fell upon a quarter where there

happened to be a kennel of Japanese dogs, which,

are as famous as the bull dogs of England. These

animals, ever on the watch, not only gave the

alarm, but at the same time fell upon the Chinese

horses with such impetuosity, that the enemy were

disordered, and had actually fled before Bron-xi-tic

could bring up his troops to action. All that he

saw of the battle, when he came up, was a small

number of killed and wounded, and the cavalry of

the enemy scampering off in confusion, though at a

great distance from the field. No matter;— he

found means to paint this famous battle of Myn-
than in such colours as dazzled the weak eye-sight

of the Japanese monster, which bellowed hoarse

applause through all its throats ; and in its hymns
of triumph equalled Bron-xi-tic even to the uncon-

querable Brut-an-tiffi ; which last, about this time,

received at his own door another beating from the

Mantchoux, so severe that he lay for some time

without exhibiting any signs of life ; and, indeed,

owed his safety to a very extraordinary circum-

stance. An Ostrong chief called Llha-dahn, who
had reinforced the Mantchoux with a very con-

siderable body of horse before the battle, insisted

upon carrying off the carcase of Brut-an-tiffi, that

it might be hung upon a gibbet in terrorem, before

the pavilion of the Great Khan. The general

of the Mantchoux, on the other hand, declared he

would have it flayed upon the spot, and the skin

sent as a trophy to his sovereign. This dispute

produced a great deal of abuse betwixt those bar-

barians ; and it was with great difficulty some of

their inferior chiefs, who were wiser than them-

selves, prevented them from going by the ears to-

gether. In a word, the confusion and anarchy

that ensued, afforded an opportunity to one of Brut-

an-tiffi's partisans to steal away the body of his

master, whom the noise of the contest had just

roused from his swoon. Llha-dahn perceiving he

was gone, rode off in disgust with all his cavalry ;

and the Mantchoux, instead of following the blow,

made a retrograde motion towards their own
country, which allowed Brut-an-tiffi time to breathe.

Three successive disasters of this kind would have

been sufficient to lower the military character of

any warrior, in the opinion of any public thatjudged

from their own senses and reflection ; but by this

time the Japanese had quietly resigned all their

natural perceptions, and paid the most implicit

faith to every article broached by their apostle

Taycho. The more it seemed to contradict com-

mon reason and common evidence, the more greedily

was it swallowed as a mysterious dogma of the

political creed. Taycho then assured them that

the whole army of the Mantchoux was put to the

sword ; and that Bron-xi-tic would carry the war

within three weeks into the heart of China ;
he

gave them goblets of horse-blood from Myn-than

;
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and tickled their ears and their noses : they snorted
approbation, licked his toes, and sunk into a pro-
found lethargy.

Prom this, however, they were soon aroused by
unwelcome tidings from Fatsissio. Yatf-rai had
proceeded in his route until he was stopped by a
vast lake, which he could not possibly traverse
without boats, cork-jackets, or some such expedient,
which could not be supplied for that campaign.
Ya-loff had sailed up the river to Quib-quab, which
he found so strongly fortified by nature, that it
seemed rashness even to attempt a landing, espe-
cially in the face of an enemy more numerous than
his own detachment. Land, however, he did, and
even attacked a fortified camp of the Chinese

;
but,

in spite of all his efforts, he was repulsed with con-
siderable slaughter. He sent an account of this
miscarriage to Taycho, giving him to understand,
at the same time, that he had received no intelli-
gence of Yaff-rai's motions ; that his troops were
greatly diminished

; that the season was too far ad-
vanced to keep the field much longer; and that
nothing was left them but a choice of difficulties,
every one of which seemed more insurmountable
than another. Taycho having deliberated on this
subject, thought it was necessary to prepare the
monster for the worst that could happen, as he now
expected to hear by the first opportunity that the
grand expedition of Fatsissio had totally miscarried.
He resolved, therefore, to throw the blame upon
the shoulders of Ya-loff and Yaff-rai, and stigma-
tize them as the creatures of Fika-kaka, who had
neither ability to comprehend the instructions he
had given, nor resolution to execute the plan he
had projected. For this purpose he ascended the
rostrum, and, with a rueful length of face, opened
his harangue upon the defeat of Ya-loff. The
Hydra no sooner understood that the troops of
Japan had been discomfited, than it was seized
with a kind of hysteric fit, and uttered a yell so
loud and horrible, that the blindfold Dairo trembled
in the most internal recesses of his palace : the
Cuboy Fika-kaka had such a profuse evacuation,
that the discharge is said to have weighed five
Boll-ah, equal to eight-and-forty pounds three
ounces and two penny-weights avoirdupois of Great
Britain. Even Taycho himself was discomposed.
In vain he presented the draught of yeast, and the
goblet of blood :—in vain his pipers soothed the
ears, and his tall fellows tickled the nose of the
blatant beast. It continued to howl and grin, and
gnash its teeth, and writhe itself into a thousand
contortions, as if it had been troubled with that
twisting of the guts called the iliac passion. Tay-
cho began to think its case desperate, and sent for
the Dairo's chief physician, who prescribed a
glyster of the distilled spirit analogous to your
Geneva; but no apothecary nor old woman in
Meaco would undertake to administer it on any
consideration, the patient was such a filthy, awk-
ward, lubberly, unmanageable beast. "If what
comes from its mouths," said they, " be so foul,
virulent, and pestilential, how nauseous, poisonous,
and intolerable, must that be which takes the other
course?" When Taycho's art and foresight were
at a stand, accident came to his assistance. A
courier arrived, preceded by twelve postilions blow-
ing horns ; and he brought the news that Quib-quab
was taken. The orator commanded them to place
their horns within as many of the monster's long
ears, and blow with all their might, until it should
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exhibit some signs of hearing. The experiment
succeeded. The Hydra, waking from its trance,
opened its eyes; and Taycho seizing this oppor-
tunity^hallooed in his loudest tone, " Quib-quab is
taken." This note being repeated, the beast started
up

;
then raising itself on its hind legs, began to

wag its tail, to frisk and fawn, to lick Taycho's
sweaty socks ; in fine, crouching on its belly, it
took the orator on its back, and, proceeding through
the streets of Meaco, braved aloud, " Make way
for the divine Taycho ! Make way for the con-
queror of Quib-quab !" But the gallant Ya-loff,
the real conqueror of Quib-quab, was no more!
He fell in the battle by which the conquest was
achieved, yet not before he saw victory declare in
his favour. He had made incredible efforts to
surmount the difficulties that surrounded him. At
length he found means to scale a perpendicular rock,
which the enemy had left unguarded, on the sup-
position that nature had made it inaccessible. This
exploit was performed in the night, and in the morn-
ing the Chinese saw his troops drawn up in order of
battle on the plains of Quib-quab. As their num-
bers greatly exceeded the Japanese, they did not
decline the trial ; and in a little time both armies
were engaged. The contest, however, was not of
long duration, though it proved fatal to the general
on each side. Ya-loff being slain, the command
devolved upon Tohn-syn, who pursued the enemy
to the walls of Quib-quab, which was next dav
surrendered to him by capitulation. Nothing
was now seen and heard in the capital but ju-
bilee, triumph, and intoxication

; and indeed the
nation had not for some centuries seen such an oc-
casion for joy and satisfaction. The only person that
did not heartily rejoice was the Dairo Got-hama-baba.
By this time he was so Tartarised, that he grudged
his subjects every advantage obta.ned in Fatsissio;
and when Fika-kaka hobbled up to him with the
news of the victory, instead of saluting him with
the kick of approbation, he turned his back upon
him, saying, " Boh ! boh ! What do you tell me
of Quib-quab? The damned Chinese are still on
the frontiers of Yesso." As to the beast, it was
doomed to undergo a variety of agitation. Its
present gambols were interrupted by a fresh alarm
from China. It was reported that two great arma-
ments were equipped for a double descent upon the
dominions of Japan • that one of these had already
sailed north about for the island of Xicoco, to make
a diversion in favour of the other, which, being the
most considerable, was designed for the southern
coast of Japan. These tidings, which were not
without foundation, had such an effect upon the
multitudinous monster, that it was first of all seized
with an universal shivering. Its teeth chattered
so loud, that the sound was heard at the distance of
half a league ; and for some time it was struck
dumb. During this paroxysm, it crawled silently
on its belly to a sand-hill just without the walls of
Meaco, and began to scratch the earth with great
eagerness and perseverance. Some people ima-
gined it was digging for gold; but the truth is, the
beast was making a hole to hide itself from the
enemy, whom it durst not look in the face

;
for, it

must be observed of this beast, it was equally
timorous and cruel, equaliy cowardly and insolent.
So hard it laboured at this cavern, that it had
actually burrowed itself all but the tail, when its
good angel Taycho whistled it out, with the news
of another complete victory gained over the Chinese
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at sea, by the Sey-seo-gun Phal-khan, who had

sure enough discomfited or destroyed the great

armament of the enemy. As for the other small

squadron which had steered the northerly course

to Xicoco, it was encountered, defeated, taken, and

brought into the harbours of Japan, by three light

Fune, under the command of a young chief called

Ilel-y-otte, who happened to be cruising on that

part of the coast. The beast hearing Taycho's

auspicious whistle, crept out with its buttocks fore-

most, and having done him homage in the usual

style, began to re-act its former extravagances. It

now considered this demagogue as the supreme

giver of all good, and adored him accordingly.

The apostle Bupo was no longer invoked. The
temple of Fakku-basi was almost forgotten, and the

Bonzas were universally despised. The praise of

the prophet Taycho had swallowed up all other

worship. Let us inquire how far he merited this

adoration; how justly the unparalleled success of

this year was ascribed to his conduct and sagacity.

Kho-rhe was taken by Kha-fell, and Quib-quab by
Ya-loff and Thon-syn. By land, the Chinese were

defeated in Fatsissio by Yan-o-ni ; in the extremity

of Asia, by Khutt-whang ; and in Tartary, by the

Japanese bull-dogs, without command or direction.

At sea, one of their squadrons had been destroyed

by Or-nbos, a second by Fas-khan, a third was
taken by Hel-y-otte, a fourth was worsted and put

to flight in three successive engagements near the

land of Kamtschatka, by the chief Bah-kakh, and
their grand armament defeated by the Sey-seo-gun

Phal-khan. But Kha-fell was a stranger to orator

Taycho : Ya-loff he had never seen : the bull-dogs

had been collected at random from the shambles

of Meaco ; he had never heard of Yan-o-ni's name,

till he distinguished himself by his first victory

:

nor did he know there was any such person as

Khutt-whang existing. As for Or-nbos, Fas-khan,

Phal-khan, and Bha-kakh, they had been Sey-seo-

guns in constant employment under the former ad-

ministration ; and the youth Hel-y-otte owed his

promotion to the interest of his own family. But

it may be alleged that Taycho projected in his

closet those plans that were crowned with success.

We have seen how he mutilated and flittered the

original scheme of the campaign in Fatsissio, so as

to leave it at the caprice of fortune. The reduction

of Kho-rhe was part of the design formed by the

Banyan Thum-khumm-qua, which Taycho did all

that lay in his power to render abortive. The plan

of operations in the extremity of Tartary he did not

pretend to meddle with ; it was the concern of the

officers appointed by the trading company there

settled : and as to the advantages obtained at sea,

they naturally resulted from the disposition of

cruises, made and regulated by the board of Sey-

6eo-gun-sealty, with which no minister ever inter-

fered. He might indeed have recalled the chiefs

and officers whom he found already appointed when
he took the reins of administration, and filled

their places with others of his own choosing. How
far he was qualified to make such a choice, and
plan new expeditions, appears from the adventures

of the generals he did appoint
;
Moria-tanti, who

was deterred from landing by a perspective view
of whiskers

; Hylib-bib, who left his rear in the

lurch; and Hob-nob, who made such a masterly
retreat from the supposed Bonzas of Thin-quo.
These three were literally commanders of his own
creation, employed in executing schemes of his

own projecting ; and these three were the only

generals he made, and the only military plans he
projected, if we except the grand scheme of sub-

sidizing Brut-an-tiffi, and forming an army of one
hundred thousand men in Tartary, for the defence

of the farm of Yesso. Things being so circum-
stanced, it may be easily conceived that the orator

could ask nothing which the Mobile would venture

to refuse ; and indeed he tried his influence to the

utmost stretch ; he milked the dugs of the monster
till the blood came. For the service of the ensuing

year, he squeezed from them near twelve millions

of obans, amounting to near twenty-four millions

sterling, about four times as much as had ever been
raised by the empire of Japan in any former war.

But by this time Taycho was become not only a
convert to the system of Tartary which he had
formerly persecuted, but also an enthusiast in love

and admiration of Brut-an-tiffi, who had lately sent

him his poetical works in a present. This, how-
ever, would have been of no use, as he could not

read them, had not he discovered that they were
printed on a very fine, soft, smooth, Chinese paper,

made of silk, which he happily converted to another

fundamental purpose. In return for this compli-

ment, the orator sent him a bullock's horn bound
with brass, value fifteen pence, which had long

served him as a pitch-pipe when he made harangues

to the Mobile ; it was the same kind of instrument

which Horace describes, Tibia vincta orichalco

:

and pray take notice, Peacock, this was the only

present Taycho ever bestowed on any man, woman,
or child, through the whole course of his life, I

mean out of his own pocket ; for he was extremely

liberal of the public money, in his subsidies to the

Tartar chiefs, and in the prosecution of the war
upon that continent. The orator was a genius

self-taught, without the help of human institution.

He affected to undervalue all men of literary

talents ; and the only book he ever read with any
degree of pleasure, was a collection of rhapsodies

preached by one Ab-ren-thi, an obscure fanatic

Bonza, a native of the island Xicoco. Certain it

is, Nature seemed to have produced him for the

sole purpose of fascinating the mob, and endued

him with faculties accordingly.

Notwithstanding all his efforts in behalf of the

Tartarian scheme, the Chinese still lingered on the

frontiers of Yesso. The views of the court of

Pekin exactly coincided with the interest of Bron-

xi-tic, the mercenary general of Japan. The
Chinese, confounded at the unheard-of success of

the Japanese in Fatsissio and other parts of the

globe, and extremely mortified at the destruction of

their fleets and the ruin of their commerce, saw no

other way of distressing the enemy, but that of pro-

longing the war on the continent of Tartary, which

they could support for little more than their ordi-

nary expense ; whereas Japan could not maintain

it without contracting yearly immense loads of

debt, which must have crushed it at the long run.

It was the business of the Chinese, therefore, not

to finish the war in Tartary by taking the farm of

Yesso, because, in that case, the annual expense of

it would have been saved to Japan ; but to keep it

alive by forced marches, predatory excursions, and

undecisive actions ; and this was precisely the in-

terest of General Bron-xi-tic, who, in the con-

tinuance of the war, enjoyed the continuance of all

his emoluments. All that he had to do, then, was

to furnish Taycho from time to time with a cask
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of human blood, for the entertainment of the
blatant beast ; and to send over a few horse tails,

as trophies of pretended victories, to be waved
before the monster in its holiday processions. He
and the Chinese general seemed to act in concert.

They advanced and retreated in their turns betwixt
two given lines, and the campaign always ended
on the same spot where it began. The only differ-

ence between them was in the motives of their

conduct ; the Chinese commander acted for the
benefit of his sovereign, and Bron-xi-tic acted for

his own.
The continual danger to which the farm of Yesso

was exposed, produced such apprehensions and
chagrin in the mind of the Dairo Got-hama-baba,
that his health began to decline. He neglected his

food and his rattle, and no longer took any pleasure
in kicking the Cuboy. He frequently muttered
ejaculations about the farm of Yesso: nay, once or
twice in the transports of his impatience, he pulled

the bandage from his eyes, and cursed Taycho in

the Tartarian language. At length he fell into a
lethargy, and even when roused a little by blisters

and caustics, seemed insensible of every thing that

was done about him. These blisters were raised by
burning the moxa upon his scalp. The powder of
menoki, was also injected in a glyster ; and the
operation of acupuncture, called Senkei, performed
without effect. His disorder was so stubborn, that

the Cuboy began to think he was bewitched, and
suspected Taycho of having practised sorcery on
his sovereign. He communicated this suspicion to

Mura-clami, who shook his head, and advised that,

with the orator's good leave, the council should be
consulted. Taycho, who had gained an absolute

empire over the mind of the Dairo, and could not

foresee how his interest might stand with his

successor, was heartily disposed to concur in any
feasible experiment for the recovery of Got-hama-
baba : he therefore consented that the mouths of

the council should be unpadlocked pro hac vice, and
the members were assembled without delay ; with
this express proviso, however, that they were to

confine their deliberations to the subject of the

Dairo and his distemper. By this time the physi-

cians had discovered the cause of the disorder,

which was no other than his being stung by a
poisonous insect produced in the land of Yesso,

analogous to the tarantula, which is said to do so

much mischief in some parts of Apuglia, as we
are told by ./Elian, Epiphanius Ferdinandus, and
Baglivi. In both cases the only effectual remedy
was music; and now the council was called, to

determine what sort of music should be ad-

ministered. You must know, Peacock, the Japanese
are but indifferently skilled in this art, though, in

general, they affect to be connoisseurs. They are

utterly ignorant of the theory, and in the practice

are excelled by all their neighbours, the Tartars

not excepted. For my own part I studied music
under Pythagoras at Crotona. He found the scale

of seven tones imperfect, and added the octave as

a fixed, sensible, and intelligent termination of an
interval,' which included every possible division,

and determined all the relative differences of

sounds : besides, he taught us how to express the

octave by &c. &c. But why should I talk to

thee of the ancient digramma, the genera, &c. of

music, which, with their colours, were constructed

by a division of the diatessaron. Thou art too dull

and ignorant to comprehend the chromatic species,

the construction of the tetrachord, the Phrygian,
the Lydian, and other modes of the ancient music;
and for distinction of ear, thou mightest be juslly

ranked among the braying tribe that graze along
the ditches of Tottenham-court, or Hoekley-i'-the-

hole. I know that nothing exhilarates thy spirits

so much as a sonata on the saltbox, or a concert of
marrow-bones and cleavers. The ears of the

Japanese were much of the same texture; and
their music was suited to their ears. They neither

excelled in the melapceia, and rhythm or cadence :

nor did they know any thing of the true science

of harmony, compositions in parts, and those com-
binations of sounds, the invention of which, with
the improvement of the scale, is erroneously

ascribed to a Benedictine monk. The truth is, the

ancients understood composition perfectly well.

Their scale was founded upon perfect consonances:
they were remarkably nice in tempering sounds,

and had reduced their intervals and concords to

mathematical demonstration.

But, to return to the council of Twenty-eight,

they convened in the same apartment where the

Dairo lay ; and as the business was to determine
what kind of music was most likely to make an
impression upon his organs, every member came
provided with his expedient. First and foremost,

Mr. Orator Taycho pronounced an oration upon
the excellencies of the land of Yesso, of energy
(as the Cuboy said) sufficient to draw the moon
from her sphere ; it drew nothing, however, from
the patient but a single groan . then the Fatzman
caused a drum to beat, without producing any
effect at all upon the Dairo

;
though it deprived

the whole council of their hearing for some time.

The third essay was made by Fika-kaka ; first with

a rattle, and then with tongs and gridiron, which
last was his favourite music ; but here it failed to

his great surprise and consternation. Sti-phi-rum-

poo brought the crier of his court to promulgate a

decree against Yesso, in a voice that is wont to

make the culprit tremble ; but the Dairo was found
ignoramus. Nin-com-poo-po blew a blast with a
kind of boatswain's whistle, which discomposed
the whole audience without affecting the emperor.

Fokh-si-rokhu said he would try his imperial

majesty with a sound which he had always been
known to prefer to every other species of music

;

and pulling out a huge purse of golden obans, began
to chink them in his ear. This experiment so far

succeeded, that the Dairo was perceived to smile,

and even to contract one hand : but further effect

it had none. At last Gotto-mio starting up, threw

a small quantity of aurum fulminans into the fire,

which went off with such an explosion, that in the

same instant Fika-kaka fell flat upon his face, and
Got-hama-baba started upright in his bed. This,

however, was no more than a convulsion that put an

end to his life ; for he fell back again, and expired

in the twinkling of an eye. As for the Cuboy,
though he did not die, he underwent a surprising

transformation or metamorphosis, which I shall

record in due season.

Taycho was no sooner certified that Got-hama-
baba had actually breathed his last, than he vanished

from the council in the twinkling of an eye, and
mounting the beast whose name is Legion, rode

full speed to the habitation of Gio-gio, the successor

and descendant of the deceased Dairo. Gio-gio

was a young prince who had been industriously

sequestered from the public view, and excluded
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from all share in the affairs of state by the jealousy

of the last emperor. He lived retired under th-

wings of his grandmother, and had divers pre-

ceptors to teach him the rudiments of every art but

the art of reigning. Of all those who superintended

his education, he who insinuated himself the far-

thest in his favour, was one Yak-strot, from the

mountains of Ximo, who valued himself much upon

the ancient blood that ran in his veins, and still

more upon his elevated ideas of patriotism. Yak-
strot was honest at bottom, but proud, reserved,

vain, and affected. He had a turn for nick-nacks

and gim-cracks, and once made and mounted an

iron jack and a wooden clock with his own hands.

But it was his misfortune to set up for a con-

noisseur in painting and other liberal arts, and to

announce himself an universal patron of genius.

He did not fail to infuse his own notions and con-

ceits into the tender mind of Gio-gio, who gradually

imbibed his turn of thinking, and followed the

studies which he recommended. With respect to

his lessons on the art of government, he reduced

them to a very few simple principles. His maxims
were these :—That the emperor of Japan ought to

cherish the established religion, both by precept

and example : that he ought to abolish corruption,

discourage faction, and balance the two parties,

by admitting an equal number from each to places

and offices of trust in the administration : that he
should make peace as soon as possible, even in

despite of the public, which seemed insensible of

the burden it sustained, and was indeed growing
delirious by the illusions of Taycho, and the cruel

evacuations he had prescribed : that he should

retrench all superfluous expense in his household

and government, and detach himself entirely from
the accursed farm of Yesso, which some evil genius

had fixed upon the breech of Japan, as a cancerous

ulcer through which all her blood and substance

would be discharged. These maxims were gene-

rally just enough in speculation, but some of them
were altogether impracticable ;—for example, that

of forming an administration equally composed
of the two factions, was as absurd as it would be

to yoke two stone-horses and two jack-asses in the

same carriage, which instead of drawing one way,
would do nothing but bite and kick one another,

while the machine of government would stand

stock-still, or perhaps be torn in pieces by their

dragging in opposite directions. The people of

Japan had been long divided between two inveterate

partiesknown by the names ofShit-tilk-ums-heit,and

She-it-kums-hi-til,the first signifying morefool tlian

knave ; and the other more knave than fool. Each
had predominated in its turn, by securing a

majority in the assemblies of the people ; for the

majority had always interest to force themselves
into the administration : because the constitution

being partly democratic, the Dairo was still obliged

to truckle to the prevailing faction. To obtain

this majority, each side had employed every art of

corruption, calumny, insinuation, and priestcraft ; for

nothing is such an effectual ferment in all popular
commotions as religious fanaticism. Ho sooner one
party accomplished its aim, than it reprobated the
other, branding it with the epithets of traitors to

their country, or traitors to their prince ; while
the minority retorted upon them the charge of
corruption, rapaciousness, and abject servility. In
short, both parties were equally abusive, rancorous,
uncandid, and illiberal. Taycho had been of both
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factions more than once. He made his first ap-

pearance as a Shit-tilk-ums-heit in the minority,

and displayed his talent for scurrility against the

Dairo to such advantage, that an old rich hag, who
loved nothing so well as money, except the gratifi-

cation of her revenge, made him a present of five

thousand obans, on condition he should continue to

revile the Dairo till his dying-day. After her

death, the ministry, intimidated by the boldness of

his tropes, and the fame he began to acquire as a

mal-content orator, made him such offers as he
thought proper to accept ; and then he turned

She-it-kums-hi-til. Being disgusted in the sequel,

at his own want of importance in the council, he

opened once more at the head of his old friends

the Shi-ti k-ums-hi-tites ; and once more he de-

serted them to rule the roast, as chief of the

She-it-kums-hi-ti-lites, in which predicament he

now stood. And, indeed, this was the most natural

posture in which he could stand ; for this party

embraced all the scum of the people, constituting

the blatant beast, which his talents were so pecu-

liarly adapted to manage and govern. Another
impracticable maxim of Yak-strot, was the aboli-

tion of corruption, the ordure of which is as

necessary to anoint the wheels of government in

Japan, as grease is to smear the axletree of a

loaded waggon. His third impolitic (though not

impracticable) maxim, was that of making peace

while the populace were intoxicated with the

steams of blood, and elated with the shows of

triumph. Be that as it will, Gio-gio, attended by
Yak-strot, was drawing plans of windmills, when
Orator Taycho, opening the door, advanced towards

him, and falling on his knees, addressed him in

these words :
" The empire of Japan, magnani-

mous prince ! resembles, at this instant, a benighted

traveller, who by the light of the star Hesperus

continued his journey without repining, until that

glorious luminary setting, left him bewildered in

darkness and consternation : but scarce had he

time to bewail his fate, when the more glorious

sun, the ruler of a fresh day, appearing on the tops

of the eastern hills, dispelled his terrors with the

shades of night, and filled his soul with transports

of pleasure and delight. The illustrious Got-bama-

baba, ofhonoured memory, is the glorious star which

hath set on our hemisphere. His soul, which took

wing about two hours ago, is now happily nestled

in the bosom of the blessed Bupo ; and you, my
prince, are the more glorious rising sun, whose

genial influence will cheer the empire, and gladden

the hearts of your faithful Japanese. I therefore

hail your succession to the throne, and cry aloud,

long live the ever glorious Gio-gio, emperor of the

three islands of Japan." To this salutation the

beast below brayed hoarse applause ; and all pre-

sent kissed the hand of the new emperor, who
kneeling before his venerable grandame, craved

her blessing, desiring the benefit of her prayers,

that God would make him a good king, and esta-

blish his throne in righteousness. Then he ascended

his chariot, accompanied by the Orator and his

beloved Yak-strot, and proceeding to the palace of

Meaco, was proclaimed with the usual ceremonies,

his relation the Fatzman and other princes of the

blood assisting on this occasion.

The first step he took after his elevation, was to

publish a decree, or rather exhortation, to honour

religion and the bonzas ; and this was no impolitic

expedient: for it firmly attached that numerous
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sures did not seem to be directed by the same spirit
of discretion. He admitted a parcel of raw boys,
and even some individuals of the faction of Shi-
tilk-ums-heit, into his council ; and though Taycho
still continued to manage the reins of administra-
tion, Yak-strot was associated with him in office,

to the great scandal and dissatisfaction of the
Niphonites, who hate all the Ximians with a mix-
ture of jealousy and contempt,

Fika-kaka was not the last who paid his respects
to his new sovereign, by whom he was graciously
received, although he did not seem quite satisfied

;

because when he presented himself in his usual
attitude, he had not received the kick of approba-
tion. New reigns, new customs. This Dairo
never dreamed of kicking those whom he de-
lighted to honour. It was a secret of state which
had not yet come to his knowledge ; and Yak-strot
had always assured him, that kicking the breech
always and everywhere implied disgrace, as kick-
ing the parts before, betokens ungovernable pas-
sion. Yak-strot, however, in this particular, seems
to have been too confined in his notions of the
etiquette : for it had been the custom time imme-
morial for the Dairos of Japan to kick their
favourites and prime ministers. Besides, there are
at this day different sorts of kicks used even in
England, without occasioning any dishonour to the
Kikes. It is sometimes a misfortune to be kicked
out of place, but no dishonour. A man is often
kicked up in the way of preferment, in order that
his place may be given to a person of more inter-
est. Then there is the amorous kick, called
Kiek'um Jenny, which every gallant undergoes
with_ pleasure : hence the old English appellation
of Kicksy-wicksy, bestowed on a wanton leman who
knew all her paces. As for the familiar kick, it is

no other than a mark of friendship : nor is it more
dishonourable to be cuffed and cudgelled. Every
body knows that the alapa or box o' the ear,
among the Romans, was a particular mark of
favour by which their slaves were made free : and
the favourite gladiator, when he obtained his dis-
mission from the service, was honoured with a
sound cudgelling ; this being the true meaning of
the phrase rude donatus. In the times of chivalry,
the knight when dubbed, was well thwacked across
the shoulders by his godfather in arms. Indeed,
dubbing is no other than a corruption of drubbing.
It was the custom formerly here and elsewhere, for
a man to drub his son or apprentice as a mark of
his freedom, and of his being admitted to the
exercise of arms. The Paraschistes, who prac-
tised embalming in Egypt, which was counted a
very honourable profession, was always severely
drubbed after the operation, by the friends and
relations of the defunct ; and to this day, the
patriarch of the Greeks once a year, on Easter-eve,
when he carries out the sacred fire from the holy
sepulchre of Jerusalem, is heartily cudgelled by
the infidels, a certain number of whom he hires for
that purpose ; and he thinks himself very unhappy
and much disgraced, if he is not beaten into all the
colours of the rainbow. You know the Quakers of
this country think it no dishonour to receive a slap
o' the face, but when you smite them on one cheek,
they present the other, that it may have the same
salutation. The venerable father Lactantius falls
out with Cicero for saying, 'A good man hurts
nobody unless he is justly provoked;' nisi laccs-
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situr injuria. O (cries the good father), quam
simphcem veramque sententiam duorum vcrbvrum
adjectione corrupit .'—non minus enim mali est, re-
ferre injuriam, quam inferre. The great philoso-
pher Socrates thought it no disgrace to be kicked
by his wife Xantippe; nay, he is said to have
undergone the same discipline from other people,
without making the least resistance, it being his
opinion that it was more courageous, consequently
more honourable, to bear a drubbing patiently,
than to attempt any thing either in the way of
self-defence or retaliation. The judicious and
learned Puffendorf, in his book De Jure Gentium
et Natural!, declares that a man's honour is not so
fragile as to be hurt either by a box on the ear, or
a kick on the breech, otherwise it would be in the
power of every saucy fellow to diminish or in-
fringe it. It must be owned, indeed, Grotius, De
Jure Belli et Pacis, says, that charity does not of
itself require our patiently suffering such an
affront. The English have, with a most servile
imitation, borrowed their punlo, as well as other
modes, from the French nation. Now kicking and
cuffing were counted infamous among those people
for these reasons : a box on the ear destroys the
whole economy of their frisure, upon which they
bestow the greatest part' of their time and atten-
tion

; and a kick on the breech is attended with
great pain and danger, as they are generally sub-
ject to the piles. This is so truly the case, that
they have no less than two saints to patronize and
protect the individuals afflicted with this disease.
One is St. Fiacre, who was a native of the king-
dom of Ireland. He presides over the blind piles.
The other is a female saint, Hamorrhoissa, and
she comforts those who are distressed with the
hieeding piles. No wonder, there ore, that a
Frenchman put to the torture by a kick on those
tender parts should be provoked to vengeance ; and
that this vengeance should gradually become an
article in their system of punctilio.
But to return to the thread of my narration.

Whatever inclination the Dairo and Yak-strot had
to restore the blessings of peace, they did not think
proper as yet to combat the disposition and schemes
of Orator Taycho, in consequence of whose remon-
strances, the tributary treaty was immediately
renewed with Brut-an-tiffi, and Gio-gio declared in
the assembly of the people, that he was determined
to support that illustrious ally, and carry on the war
with vigour. By this time the Chinese were in a
manner expelled from their chief settlements in
Fatsissio, where they now retained nothing but an
inconsiderable colony, which would have submitted
on the first summons

; but this Taycho left as a
nest-egg to produce a new brood of disturbance to
the Japanese settlements, that they might not rust
with too much peace and security. To be plain with
you, Peacock, his thoughts were entirely alienated
from this Fatsissian war, in which the interest of
his country was chiefly concerned, and converted
wholly to the continent of Tartary, where all his
cares centered in schemes for the success of his
friend Brut-an-tiffi. This freebooter had lately un-
dergone strange vicissitudes of fortune. He" had
seen his chief village possessed and plundered by
the enemy, but he found means, by surprise, to
beat up their quarters in the beginning of winter,
which always proved his best ally, because then
the Mantchoux Tartars were obliged to retire to
their own country, at a vast distance from the seat
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of the war. As for Bron-xi-tic, who commanded

the Japanese army on that continent, he continued

to play booty with the Chinese general, over whom
he was allowed to obtain some petty advantages,

which, with the trophies won by Brut-an-tiffi, were

swelled up into mighty victories, to increase the

infatuation of the blatant beast. On the other

hand, Bron-xi-tic obliged the generals of China

with the like indulgences, by now and then sacri-

ficing a detachment of his Japanese troops, to keep

up the spirits of that nation.

Taycho had levied upon the people of Japan an

immense sum of money for the equipment of a

naval armament, the destination of which was kept

a profound secret. Some politicians imagined it

was designed for the conquest of Thin-quo, and all

the other settlements which the Chinese possessed

in the Indian ocean ; others conjectured the inten-

tion was to attack the king of Corea, who had,

since the beginning of the war, acted with a shame-

ful partiality in favour of the emperor of China,

his kinsman and ally. But the truth of the matter

was this, Taycho kept the armament in the har-

bours of Japan ready for a descent upon the coast

of China, in order to make a diversion in favour of

his friend Brut-an-tiffi, in case he had run any risk

of being oppressed by his enemies. However, the

beast of many heads having growled and grumbled,

during the best part of the summer, at the inactivity

of this expensive armament, it was now thought

proper to send it to sea in the beginning of winter,

hut was soon driven back in great distress by con-

trary winds and storms; and this was all the

monster had for its ten millions of obans.

While Taycho amused the Mobile with this

winter expedition, Yak-strot resolved to plan the

scheme of economy which he had projected. He
dismissed from the Dairo's service about a dozen

of cooks and scullions, shut up one of the kitchens,

after having sold the grates hand-irons, spits, and

saucepans, deprived the servants and officers

of the household of their breakfast, took away

their usual allowance of oil and candles, retrenched

their tables, reduced their proportion of drink,

and persuaded the Dairo to put himself upon a

diet of soup-meagre thickened with oatmeal.

In a few days there was no smoke seen to ascend

from the kitchens of the palace, nor did any fuel,

torch, or taper blaze in the chimneys, courts, and

apartments thereof, which now became the habita-

tion of cold, darkness, and hunger. Gio-gio him-

self, who now turned peripatetic philosopher merely

to keep himself in heat, fell into a wash-tub as he

groped his way in the dark through one of the

lower galleries. Two of his body guard had their

whiskers gnawed off by the rats, as they slept in

his anti-chamber, and their captain presented a

petition, declaring, that neither he nor his men

could undertake the defence of his imperial

majesty's person unless their former allowance of

provision should be restored. They, and all the

individuals of the household, were not only punished

in their bellies, but likewise curtailed in their

clothing, and abridged in their stipends. The

palace of Meaco, which used to be the temple of

mirth, jollity, and good cheer, was now so dreary

and deserted, that a certain wag fixed up a ticket

on the outward gate with this inscription :
" This

tenement to be let, the proprietor having left off

housekeeping."

Yak-strot, however, was resolved to show, that

if the new Dairo retrenched the superfluities of his

domestic expense, he did not act from avarice or

poorness of spirit, inasmuch as he should now dis-

play his liberality in patronizing genius and the

arts. A general jubilee was now promised to all

those who had distinguished themselves by their

talents or erudition. The emissaries of Yak-strot

declared that Mjecenas was but a type of this

Ximian mountaineer, and that he was determined

to search for merit, even in the thickest shades of

obscurity. All these researches, however, proved

so unsuccessful, that not above four or five men of

genius could be found in the whole empire of

Japan, and these were gratified with pensions of

about one hundred obans each. One was a secu-

larized Bonza from Ximo, another a malcontent

poet of Niphon, a third a reformed comedian of

Xicoco, a fourth, an empyric, who had outlived his

practice, and a fifth, a decayed apothecary, who
was bard, quack, author, chemist, philosopher, and

simpler by profession. The whole of the expense

arising from the favour and protection granted by

the Dairo to these men of genius, did not exceed

seven or eight hundred obans per annum, amount-

ing to about fifteen hundred pounds sterling,

whereas many a private Quo in Japan expended

more money" on a kennel of hounds. I do not

mention those men of singular merit whom Yak-

strot fixed in established places under the govern-

ment, such as architects, astronomers, painters,

physicians, barbers, &c. because their salaries were

included in the ordinary expense of the crown ; I shall

only observe, that a certain person who could not

read was appointed librarian to his imperial majesty.

These were all the men of superlative genius,

that Yak-strot could find at this period in the em-

pire of Japan.

Whilst this great patriot was thus employed in

executing his schemes of economy with more zeal

than discretion, and in providing his poor relations

with lucrative offices under the government, a

negotiation for peace was brought upon the carpet

by the mediation of certain neutral powers, and

Orator Taycho arrogated to himself the province

of discussing the several articles of the treaty.

Upon this occasion he showed himself surprisingly

remiss and indifferent in whatever related to the

interest of Japan, particularly iu regulating and

fixing the boundaries of the Chinese and Japanese

settlements in Fatsisso, the uncertainty of which

had given rise to the war ; but when the business

was to determine the claims and pretensions of

his ally Brut-an-tiffi, on the continent of Tartary,

he appeared stiff and immovable as mount Athos.

He actually broke off the negotiation, because the

emperor of China would not engage to drive by

force of arms the troops of his ally the princess of

Ostrog, from a village or two belonging to the

Tartarian freebooter, who, by the by, had left them

defenceless at the beginning of the war, on purpose

that his enemies might, by taking possession of

them, quicken the resolutions of the Dairo to send

over an army for the protection of Yesso.

The court of Pekin perceiving that the Japanese

were rendered intolerably insolent and overbearing

by success, and that an equitable peace could not

be obtained while Orator Taysho managed the reins

of government at Meaco, an.1 his friend Brut-an-

tiffi found anything to plunder in Tartary, resolved

to fortify themselves with a new alliance. They

actually entered into closer connexions with the
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king of Corea, who was nearly related to the
Chinese emperor, had some old scores to settle

with Japan, and because he desired those disputes
might be amicably compromised in the general
pacification, had been grossly insulted by Taycho,
in the person of his ambassador. He had for some
time dreaded the ambition of the Japanese ministry,
which seemed to aim at universal empire, and he
was, moreover, stimulated by this outrage to con-
clude a defensive alliance with the emperor of
China, a measure which all the caution of the two
courts could not wholly conceal from the knowledge
of the Japanese politicians.

Meanwhile a dreadful cloud big with ruin and
disgrace, seemed to gather round the head of Brut-
an-tiffi. The Mantchoux Tartars, sensible of the
inconvenience of their distant situation from the
«cene of action, which rendered it impossible for
them to carry on their operations vigorously in

conjunction with the Ostrog, resolved to secure
winter quarters in some part of the enemy's terri-

tories, from whence they should be able to take the
field, and act against him early in the spring. AVith
this view they besieged and took a frontier fortress

belonging to Brut-an-tiffi, situated upon a great in-

land lake, which extended as far as the capital of
the Mantchoux, who were thus enabled to send
thither by water-carriage all sorts of provisions and
military stores for the use of their army, which
took up their winter quarters accordingly in and
about this new acquisition. It was now that the
ruin of Brut-an-tiffi seemed inevitable. Orator
Taycho saw with horror the precipice, to the brink
of which his dear ally was driven. Not that his

fears were actuated by sympathy or friendship.

Such emotions had never possessed the heart of
Taycho. No ; he trembled because he saw his
own popularity connected with the fate of the
Tartar. It was the success and petty triumphs of this

adventurer which had dazzled the eyes of the blatant
beast, so as to disorder its judgment, and prepare it

for the illusions of the orator : but now that fortune
seemed ready to turn tail to Brut-an-tiffi, and leave
him a prey to his adversaries, Taycho knew the dis-

positions of the monster so well as to prognosticate
that its applause and affection would be immedi-
ately turned into grumbling and disgust; and that

he himself, who had led it blindfold into this un-
fortunate connexion, might possibly fall a sacrifice

to its resentment, provided he could not immediately
project some scheme to divert its attention, and
transfer the blame from his own shoulders.

For this purpose he employed his invention, and
succeeded to his wish. Having called a council of
the Twenty-eight, at which the Dairo assisted in

person, he proposed, and insisted upon it, that a
strong squadron of Fune should be immediately
ordered to scour the seas, and kidnap all the vessels

and ships belonging to the king of Corea, who had
acted during the whole war with the most scan-
dalous partiality in favour of the Chinese emperor,
and was now so intimately connected with that po-
tentate, by means of a secret alliance, that he ought
to be prosecuted with the same hostilities which
the o her had severely felt. The whole council
were confounded at this proposal : the Dairo stood
aghast—the Cuboy trembled—Yak-strot stared
like a skewered pig. After some pause, the presi-

dent, Soo-san-sin-o, ventured to observe, that the

measure seemed to be a little abrupt and premature

;

that the nation was already engaged in a very ex-
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pensive war, which had absolutely drained it of its

wealth, and even loaded it with enormous debts ;

therefore, little able to sustain such additional
burdens as would, in all probability, be occasioned
by a rupture with a prince so rich and powerful.
Gotto-mio swore the land-holders were already so
impoverished by the exactions of Taycho, that he
himself, ere long, should be obliged to come upon
the parish. Fika-kaka got up to speak, but could
only cackle. Sti-phi-rum-poo was for proceeding in

form by citation. Nin-com-poo-po declared he had
good intelligence of a fleet of merchant ships be-
longing to Corea, laden with treasure, who were
then on their return from the Indian isles ; and he
gave it as his opinion, that they should be way-laid
and brought into the harbours of Japan ; not by
way of declaring war, but only with a view to pre-
vent the money's going into the coffers of the
Chinese emperor. Fokh-si-rokhu started two ob-
jections to this expedient : first, the uncertainty of
falling in with the Corean fleet at sea, alleging, as

an instance, the disappointment and miscarriage of
the squadron which the Sey-seo-gun had sent some
years ago to intercept the Chinese Fune on the
coast of Fatissio : secondly, the loss and hardship it

would be to many subjects of Japan who dealt in

commerce, and had great sums embarked in those
very Corean bottoms. Indeed, Fokh-si-rokhu him-
self was interested in this very commerce. The
Fatzman sat silent. Yak-strot, who had some ro-

mantic notions of honour and honesty, represented
thatthenation had already incurred the censureof all

its neighbours, by seizing the merchant ships of
China, without any previous declaration of war: that

the law ofnature and nations, confirmed by repeated

treaties, prescribed a more honourable method of
proceeding than that of plundering like robbers the

ships of pacific merchants, who trade on the faith

of such laws and such treaties : he was therefore

of opinion, that if the king of Corea had in any
shape deviated from the neutrality which he pro-
fessed, satisfaction should be demanded in the usual

form ; and when that should be refused, it might be
found necessary to proceed to compulsive measures.
The Dairo acquiesced in this advice, and assured
Taycho that an ambassador should be forthwith

despatched to Corea, with instructions to demand
an immediate and satisfactory explanation of that

prince's conduct and designs with regard to the

empire of Japan.
This regular method of practice would by no

means suit the purposes of Taycho, who rejected it

with great insolence and disdain. He bit his thumb
at the president ; forked out his fingers on his fore-

head at Gotto-mio ; wagged his under-jaw at the

Cuboy
;
snapped his fingers at Sti-phi-rum-poo

;

grinned at the Sey-seo-gun ; made the sign of the
cross or gallows to Fokh-si-rokhu ; then turning to

Yak-strot, he clapped his thumbs in his ears and began
to bray like an ass : finally, pulling out the badge
of his office, he threw it at the Dairo, who in vain
entreated him to be pacified ; and wheeling to the
right-about, stalked away, slapping the flat of his

hand upon a certain part that shall be nameless.
He was followed by his kinsman the QuoLob-kob,
who worshipped him with the most humble adora-
tion. He now imitated this great original in the
signal from behind at parting, and in liim it was
attended by a rumbling sound ; but whether this

was the effect of contempt or compunction, I could
never learn.
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Taycho having thus carried his point, which was
to have a pretence for quitting the reins of go-
vernment, made his next appeal to the blatant

beast. He reminded the many-headed monster of

the uninterrupted success which had attended his ad-

ministration ; of his having supported the glorious

Brut-an-tiffi, the great bulwark of the religion of
Bupo, who had kept the common enemy at bay, and
filled all Asia with the fame of his victories. He told

them, that for his own part, he pretended to have
subdued Fatsissio in the heart of Tartary ; that he
despised honours, and had still a greater contempt
for riches ; and that all his endeavours had been
solely exerted for the good of his country, which
was now brought to the very verge of destruction.

He then gave the beast to understand that he had
formed a scheme against the king of Corea, which
would not only have disabled that monarch from
executing his hostile intentions with respect to

Japan, but also have indemnified this nation for the

whole expense of the war ; but that his proposal
having been rejected by the council of Twenty-
eight, who were influenced by Yak-strot, a Ximian
mountaineer, without spirit or understanding, he
had resigned his office with intention to retire to

some solitude, where he should in silence deplore
the misfortunes of his country, and the ruin of the
Buponian religion, which must fall of course with
its great protector Brut-an-tiffi, whom he foresaw
the new ministry would immediately abandon.

This address threw Legion into such a quandary,
that it rolled itself in the dirt, and yelled hideously.

Meanwhile the orator retreating to a cell in the

neighbourhood of Meaco, hired the common crier

to go round the streets, and proclaim that Taycho,
being no longer in a condition to afford anything
but the bare necessaries of life, would, by public

sale, dispose of his ambling mule and furniture, to-

gether with an ermined robe of his wife, and the

greater part of his kitchen utensils. At this time

he was well known to be worth upwards of twenty
thousand gold obans

;
nevertheless, the Mobile dis-

charging this circumstance entirely from their re-

flection, attended to nothing but the object which
the orator was pleased to present. They thought it

was a piteous case, and a great scandal upon the

government, that such a patriot, who had saved the

nation from ruin and disgrace, should be reduced to

the cruel necessity of selling his mule and his house-
hold furniture. Accordingly they raised a clamour
that soon rung in the ears of Gio-gio and his favourite.

It was supposed that Mura-clami suggested on
this occasion to his countryman Yak-strot, the hint

of offering a pension to Taycho, by way of remu-
neration for his past services. " If he refuses it,"

said he, " the offer will at least reflect some credit

upon the Dairo and the administration ; but, should
he accept of it, which is much more likely, it will

either stop his mouth entirely, or expose him to the

censure of the people, who now adore him as a
mirror of disinterested integrity." The advice was
instantly complied with : the Dairo signed a patent
for a very ample pension to Taycho and his heirs,

which patent Yak-strot delivered to him next day
at his cell in the country. This miracle of patriotism
received the bounty as a turnpike-man receives the
toll, and then slapped his door full in the face of the
favourite

; yet nothing of what Mura-clami had
prognosticated came to pass. The many-tailed
monster, far from calling in question the orator's

disinterestedness, considered his acceptance of the

pension as a proof of his moderation, in receiving

such a trifling reward for the great services he
had done his country, and the generosity of the

Dairo, instead of exciting the least emotion of grati-

tude in Taycho's own breast, acted only as a golden
key to unlock all the sluices ofhis virulence and abuse.

These, however, he kept within bounds until he
should see what would be the fate of Brut-an-tiffi,

who now seemed to be in the condition of a crimi-

nal at the foot of the ladder. In this dilemma, he
obtained a very unexpected reprieve. Before the

army of the Mantchoux could take the least ad-

vantage of the settlement they had made on his

frontiers, their empress died, and was succeeded

by a weak prince, who no sooner ascended the

throne than he struck up a peace with the Tartar

freebooter, and even ordered his troops to join

him against the Ostrog, to whom they had hither-

to acted as auxiliaries. Such an accession of

strength would have cast the balance greatly in his

favour, had not providence once more iuterposed,

and brought matters again to an equilibrium.

Taycho no sooner perceived his ally thus unex-
pectedly delivered from the dangers that sur-

rounded him, than he began to repent of his own
resignation ; and resolved once more to force his way
to the helm, by the same means he had so successfully

used before. He was, indeed, of such a turbulent

disposition as could not relish the repose of pri-

vate life, and his spirit so corrosive, that it would
have preyed upon himself, if he could not have
found external food for it to devour. He therefore

began to prepare his engines, and provide proper

emissaries to bespatter, and raise a hue-and-cry

against Yak-strot at a convenient season ; not

doubting but an occasion would soon present it-

self, considering the temper, inexperience, and
prejudices of this Ximian politician, together with

the pacific system he had adopted so contrary to

the present spirit of the blatant beast.

In these preparations he was much comforted

and assisted by his kinsman and pupil Lob-kob,
who entered into his measures with surprising

zeal ; and had the good luck to light on such in-

struments as were admirably suited to the work in

hand. Yak-strot was extremely pleased at the

secession of Taycho, who had been a very trouble-

some colleague to him in the administration, and
run counter to all the schemes he had projected

for the good of the empire. He now found himself

at liberty to follow his own inventions, and being

naturally an enthusiast, believed himself born to be

the saviour of Japan. Some efforts, however, he

made to acquire popularity, proved fruitless. Per-

ceiving the people were, by the orator's instiga-

tions, exasperated against the king of Corea, he

sent a peremptory message to that prince demand-
ing a categorical answer ; and this being denied,

declared war against him, according to the prac-

tice of all civilized nations ; but even this measure

failed of obtaining that approbation for which it

was taken. The monster, tutored by Taycho and

his ministers, exclaimed, that the golden opportu-

nity was lost, inasmuch as, during the observance

of those useless forms, the treasures of Corea were

safely brought home to that kingdom ; treasures

which, had they been interrupted by the Fune of

Japan, would have paid off the debts of the nation,

and enabled the inhabitants of Meaco to pave their

streets with silver. By the by, this treasure ex-

isted nowhere but in the fiction of Taycho and the
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imagination of the blatant beast, which never at-

tempted to use the evidence of sense or reason to

examine any assertion, how absurd and improbable
soever it might be, which proceeded from the
mouth of the orator.

Yak-strot, having now taken upon himself the
task of steering the political bark, resolved to show
the Japanese, that although he recommended
peace, he was as well qualified as his predecessor
for conducting the war He therefore, with the
assistance of the Eatzman, projected three naval
enterprises ; the first against Thin-quo, the con-
quest of which had been unsuccessfully attempted
by Taycho ; the second was destined for the re-
duction of Fan-yah, one of the most considerable
settlements belonging to the king of Corea, in the
Indian ocean ; and the third armament was sent to

plunder and destroy a flourishing colony called
Lli-nam, which the same prince had established
almost as far to the southward as the Terra Austra-
lis Incognita. Now the only merit which either
Yak-strot, or any other minister could justly claim
from the success of such expeditions, is that of
adopting the most feasible of those schemes which
are presented by different projectors, and of ap-
pointing such commanders as are capable of con-
ducting them with vigour and sagacity.

The next step which the favourite took was to
provide a help-mate for the young Dairo ; and a
certain Tartar princess of the religion of Bupo,
being pitched upon for this purpose, was formally
demanded, brought over to Niphon, espoused by
Gio-gio, and installed empress with the usual
solemnities. But, lest the choice of a Tartarian
princess should subject the Dairo to the imputa-
tion of inheriting his predecessor's predilection
for the land of Yesso, which had given such sen-
sible umbrage to all the sensible Japanese who
made use of their own reason ; he determined to
detach his master gradually from those continental
connexions, which had been the source of such
enormous expense, and such continual vexation to
the empire of Japan. In these sentiments, he
withheld the annual tribute which had been lately
paid to Brut-an-tiffi

; by which means he saved a
very considerable sum to the nation, and, at the
same time, rescued it from the infamy of such a
disgraceful imposition. He expected the thanks of
the public for this exertion of his influence in
favour of his country ; but he reckoned without
bis host. What he flattered himself would yield
him an abundant harvest of honour and applause,
produced nothing but odium and reproach, as we
shall see in the sequel.

These measures, pursued with an eye to the ad-
vantage of the public, which seemed to argue a
considerable share of spirit and capacity, were
strangely chequered with others of a more domes-
tic nature, which savoured strongly of childish
vanity, rash ambition, littleness of mind, and lack
of understanding. He purchased a vast wardrobe
of tawdry clothes, and fluttered in all the finery of
Japan : he prevailed upon his master to vest him
with the badges and trappings of all the honorary
institutions of the empire, although this multipli-
cation of orders in the person of one man was alto-
gether without precedent or prescription. This
was only setting himself up as the more conspicu-
ous mark for envy and detraction.
Not contented with engrossing the personal

favour and confidence of his sovereign, and, in
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effect, directing the whole machine of government,
he thought his fortune still imperfect, while the
treasure of the empire passed through the hands of
the Cuboy, enabling that minister to maintain a
very extensive influence, which might one day in-
terfere with his own. He therefore employed all

his invention, together with that of his friends, to
find out some specious pretext for removing the
old Cuboy from his office ; and in a little time ac-
cident afforded what all their intrigues had not
been able to procure.

Ever since the demise of Got-hama-baba, poor
Eika-kaka had been subject to a new set of
vagaries. The death of his old master gave him a
rude shock : then the new Dairo encroached upon
his province, by preferring a Bonza without his
consent or knowledge : finally, he was prevented
by the express order of Gio-gio from touching a
certain sum out of the treasury, which he had been
accustomed to throw out of his windows at stated
periods, in order to keep up an interest among the
dregs of the people, All these mortifications had
an effect upon the weak brain of the Cuboy. He
began to loath his usual food, and sometimes even
declined showing himself to the Bonzas at his
levee

; symptoms that alarmed all his friends and
dependants. Instead of frequenting the assemblies
of the great, he now attended assiduously at all

groanings and christenings, grew extremely fond
of caudle, and held conferences with practitioners,
both male and female, in the art of midwifery.
When business or ceremony obliged him to visit

any of the Quos or Quanbukus of Meaco, he, by
a surprising instinct, ran directly to the nursery,
where, if there happened to be a child in the cra-
dle, he took it up, and if it was foul, wiped it with
great care and seeming satisfaction. He, more-
over, learned of the good women to sing lullabies,

and practised them with uncommon success : but
the most extravagant of all his whims was what he
exhibited one day in his own court-yard. Ob-
serving a nest with some eggs, which the goose
had quitted, he forthwith dropped his trowsers,
and squatting down in the attitude of incubation,
began to stretch out his neck, to hiss and to cackle,
as if he had been really metamorphosed into the
animal whose place he now supplied.

It was on the back of this adventure that one of
the Bonzas, as prying and as great a gossip as the
barber of Midas, in paying his morning worship to
the Cuboy's posteriors, spied something, or rather
nothing, and was exceedingly affrighted. He com-
municated his discovery and apprehension to divers
others of the cloth ; and they were all of opinion
that some effectual inquisition should be held on
this phenomenon, lest the clergy of Japan should
hereafter be scandalized, as having knowingly
kissed the breech of an old woman, perhaps a mon-
ster or magician. Information was accordingly
made to the Dairo, who gave orders for immediate
inspection ; and Fika-kaka was formally examined
by a jury of matrons. Whether these were actuated
by undue influence, I shall not at present explain ;

certain it is, they found their verdict, the Cuboy
non mas ; and among other evidences produced to
attest his metamorphosis, a certain Ximian, who
pretended to have the second sight, made oath that
he had one evening seen the said Fika-kaka in a
female dress, riding through the air on a broom-
stick. The unhappy Cuboy being thus convicted,
was divested of his office, and confined to his palace
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in the country ; -while Gio-gio, by the advice of

his favourite, published a proclamation, declaring

it was not for the honour of Japan that her treasury

should be managed either by a witch or an old

woman.
Fika-kaka being thus removed, Yak-strot was

appointed treasurer and Cuboy in his place, and

now ruled the roast with uncontrolled authority.

On the very threshold of his greatness, however,

he made a false step, which was one cause of his

tottering during the whole sequel of his administra-

tion. In order to refute the calumnies and defeat the

intrigues of Taycho in the assemblies of the people,

he chose as an associate in the ministry Fokh-si-

rokhu, who was at that instant the most unpopular

man in the whole empire of Japan ; and at the insti-

gation of this colleague, deprived of bread a great

number of poor families, who subsisted on petty

places which had been bestowed upon them by the

former Cuboy. Those were so many mouths open

to augment the clamour against his own person

and administration.

It might be imagined, that while he thus set one

part of the nation at defiance, he would endeavour

to cultivate the other ;
and, in particular, strive to

conciliate the good will of the nobility, who did not

see his exaltation without umbrage. But instead

of ingratiating himself with them by a liberal turn

of demeanour; by treating them with frankness

and affability ;
granting them favours with a good

grace ;
making entertainments for them at his

palace ; and mixing in their social parties of plea-

sure ; Yak-strot always appeared on the reserve,

and under all his finery, continually wore a doublet

of buckram, which gave an air of stiffness and

constraint to his whole behaviour. He studied

postures, and, in giving audience, generally stood

in the attitude of the idol Fo ; so that he sometimes

was mistaken for an image of stone. He formed a

scale of gesticulation in a great variety of divisions,

comprehending the slightest inclination of the

head, the front-nod, the side-nod, the bow, the half,

the semi-demi-bow, with the shuffle, the slide, the

circular, semi-circular, and quadrant sweep of the

right foot. With equal care and precision did he

model the economy of his looks into the divisions

and sub-divisions of the full-stare, the side-glance,

the pensive look, the pouting look, the gay look,

the vacant look, and the stolid look. To these

different expressions of the eye he suited the cor-

responding features of the nose and mouth ; such

as the wrinkled nose, the retorted nose, the sneer,

the grin, the simper, and the smile. All these

postures and gesticulations he practised, and dis-

tributed occasionally, according to the difference

of rank and importance of the various individuals

with whom he had communication.

But these affected airs being assumed in despite

of nature, he appeared as awkward as a native of

Angola, when he is first hampered with clothes,

or a Highlander, obliged by act of parliament to

wear breeches. Indeed, the distance observed by

Yak-strot in his behaviour to the nobles of Niphon,

was imputed to his being conscious of a sulphureous

smell which came from his own body ; so that

greater familiarity on his side might have bred

contempt. He took delight in no other conversa-

tion but that of two or tree obscure Ximians, his

companions and counsellors, with whom he spent

all his leisure time, in conferences upon politics,

patriotism, philosophy, and the Belles Lettres,
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Those were the oracles he consulted in all the

emergencies of state ; and with these he spent many
an attic evening.

The gods not yet tired of sporting with the

farce of human government, were still resolved to

show by what inconsiderable springs a mighty

empire may be moved. The new Cuboy was

vastly well disposed to make his Ximian favourites

great men. It was in his power to bestow places

and pensions upon them ; but it was not in his

power to give them consequence in the eyes of the

public. The administration of Yak-strot could not

fail of being propitious to his own family and poor

relations, who were very numerous. Their naked

backs and hungry bellies were now clothed with

the richest stuffs, and fed with the fat things of

Japan. Every department, civil and military, was

filled with Ximians. Those islanders came over in

shoals to Niphon, and swarmed in the streets of

Meaco, where they were easily distinguished by

their lank sides, gaunt looks, lanthorn jaws, and

long sharp teeth. There was a fatality that attended

the whole conduct of this unfortunate Cuboy. His

very partiality to his own countrymen brought

upon him at last the curses of the whole clan

Mr. Orator Taycho and his kinsman Lob-kob

were not idle in the mean time. They provided

their emissaries, and primed all their engines.

Their understrappers filled every corner of Meaco

with rumours, jealousies, and suspicions. Yak-strot

was represented as a statesman without discern-

ment, a minister without knowledge, and a man
without humanity. He was taxed with insupport-

able pride, indiscretion, pusillanimity, rapacity,

partiality, and breach of faith. It was affirmed

that he had dishonoured the nation, and endangered

the very existence of the Buponian religion, in

withdrawing the annual subsidy from the great

Brut-an-tifli : that he wanted to starve the war,

and betray the glory and advantage of the empire

by a shameful peace : that he had avowedly shared

his administration with the greatest knave in Japan

:

that he treated the nobles ofNiphon with insolence

and contempt: that he had suborned evidence

against the ancient Cuboy Fika-kaka, who had

spent a long life and an immense fortune in sup-

porting the temple of Fakku-basi : that he had

cruelly turned adrift a great number of helpless

families, in order to gratify his own worthless de-

pendants with their spoils: that he had enriched

his relations and countrymen with the plunder

of Niphon : that his intention was to bring over

the whole nation of Ximians, a savage race, who

had been ever perfidious, greedy, and hostile,

towards the natives of the other Japanese islands.

Nay, they were described as monsters in nature,

with cloven feet, long tails, saucer eyes, iron fangs

and claws, who would first devour the substance

of the Niphonites, and then feed upon their blood.

Taycho had Legion's understanding so much

in his power, that he actually made it believe

Yak-strot had formed a treasonable scheme in

favour of a foreign adventurer who pretended to the

throne of Japan, and that the reigning Dairo

was an accomplice in this project for his own de-

position. Indeed, they did not scruple to say that

Gio-gio was no more than a puppet, moved by his

own grandmother and this vile Ximian, between

whom, they hinted, there was a secret corre-

spondence, which reflected very little honour on

the family of the Dairo.
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Mr. Orator Taycho and his associate Lob-kob left

no stone unturned to disgrace the favourite, and
drive him from the helm. They struck up an
alliance with the old Cuboy Fika-kaka; and fetch-
ing him from his retirement, produced him to the
beast as a martyr of loyalty and virtue. They had
often before this period exposed him to the derision
of the populace ; but now they set him up as the
object of veneration and esteem ; and every thing
succeeded to their wish. Legion hoisted Fika-kaka on
his back, and paraded through the streets of Meaco,
braying hoarse encomiums on the great talents and
great virtues of the ancient Cuboy. His cause was
now espoused by his old friend Sti-phi-rum-poo and
Nin-kom-poo-po, who had been turned adrift

along with him, and by several other Quos who
had nestled themselves in warm places, under the
shadow of his protection : but it was remarkable,
that not one of all the Bonzas who owed their pre-
ferment to his favour, had gratitude enough to
follow his fortune, or pay the least respect to
him in the day of his disgrace. Advantage was
also taken of the disgust occasioned by Yak-
strot's reserve among the nobles of Japan. Even
the Fatzman was estranged from the councils of
his kinsman Gio-gio, and lent his name and coun-
tenance to the malcontents, who now formed them-
selves into a very formidable cabal, comprehending
a great number of the first Quos in the empire.
In order to counterbalance this confederacy,

which was a strange coalition of jarring interests,

the new Cuboy endeavoured to strengthen his ad-
ministration, by admitting into a share of it Gotto-
mio, who dreaded nothing so much as the continua-
tion of the war, and divers other noblemen, whose
alliance contributed very little to his interest or
advantage. Gotto-mio was universally envied for

his wealth, and detested for his avarice ; the rest

were either of the She-it-kum-sheit-el faction, which
had been long in disgrace with the Mobile, or men
of desperate fortunes and loose morals, who attached
themselves to the Ximian favourite solely on account
of the posts and pensions he had to bestow.
During these domestic commotions, the arms of

Japan continued to prosper in the Indian Ocean.
Thin-quo was reduced almost without opposition

;

and news arrived that the conquest of Fan-yah
was already more than half achieved. At the same
time, some considerable advantages were gained
over the enemy on the continent of Tartary, by the
Japanese forces under the command of Bron-xi-tic.

It might be naturally supposed that these events
would have in some measure reconciled the Ni-
phonites to the new ministry ; but they produced
rather a contrary effect. The blatant beast was
resolved to rejoice at no victories but those that

were obtained under the auspices of its beloved
Taycho ; and now took it highly amiss that Yak-
strot should presume to take any step which might
redound to the glory of the empire. Nothing could
have pleased the monster at this juncture so much
as the miscarriage of both expeditions, and a cer-
tain information that all the troops and ships

employed in them had miserably perished. The
king of Corea, however, was so alarmed at the
progress of the Japanese before Fan-yah, that he
began to tremble for all his distant colonies, and
earnestly craved the advice of the cabinet of Pekin
touching some scheme to make a diverson in their
favour.

The councils of Pekin have been ever fruitful of

intrigues to embroil the rest of Asia. They sug-
gested a plan to the king of Corea, which he forth-
with put in execution. The land of Fumma, which
borders on the Corean territories, was governed by
a prince nearly allied to the king of Corea, although
his subjects had very intimate connexions in the
way of commerce with the empire of Japan, which
indeed had entered into an offensive and defensive
alliance with this country. The emperor of China
and the king of Corea having sounded the sovereign
of Fumma, and found him well disposed to enter
into their measures, communicated their scheme, in

which he immediately concurred. They called

upon him in public, as their friend and ally, to join
them against the Japanese, as the inveterate enemy
of the religion of Fo, and as an insolent people,
who affected a despotism at sea, to the detriment
and destruction of all their neighbours

; plainly
declaring, that he must either immediately break
with the Dairo, or expect an invasion on the side

of Corea. The prince of Fumma affected to com-
plain loudly of this iniquitous proposal ; he made
a merit of rejecting the alternative ; and imme-
diately demanded of the court of Meaco the
succours stipulated in the treaty of alliance, in

order to defend his dominions. In all appearance,
indeed, there was no time to be lost ; for the mo-
narchs of China and Corea declared war against
him without further hesitation

; and, uniting their

forces on that side, ordered them to enter the land
of Fumma, after having given satisfactory assu-

rances in private that the prince had nothing to

fear from their hostilities.

Yak-strot was not much embarrassed on this

occasion. Without suspecting the least collusion

among the parties, he resolved to take the prince of
Fumma under his protection, thereunto moved by
divers considerations. First and foremost, he piqued
himself upon his good faith

; secondly, he knew
that the trade with Fumma was of great conse-
quence to Japan, and therefore concluded that his

supporting the sovereign of it would be a popular
measure

;
thirdly, he hoped that the multiplication

of expense incurred by this new war would make
the blatant beast wince under its burden, and of
consequence reconcile it to the thoughts of a general
pacification, which he had very much at heart.

Meanwhile he hastened the necessary succours to

the land of Fumma, and sent thither an old general,

called Le-yaw-ter, in order to concert with the
prince and his ministers the operations of the
campaign.

This officer was counted one of the shrewdest
politicians in Japan

;
and, having resided many

years as ambassador in Fumma, was well acquainted
with the genius of that people. He immediately
discovered the scene which had been acted behind
the curtain. He found that the prince of Fumma,
far from having made any preparations for his own
defence, had actually withdrawn his garrisons from
the frontier places, which were by this time peace-
ably occupied by the invading army of Chinese
and Coreans ; that the few troops he had were
without clothes, arms, and discipline ; and that he
had amused the court of Meaco with false musters,
and a specious account of levies and preparations
which had been made. In a word, though he could
not learn the particulars, he comprehended the
whole mystery of the secret negotiations. He up-
braided the minister of Fumma with perfidy

;

refused to assume the command of the Japanese
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auxiliaries when they arrived
;
and, returning to

Meaeo, communicated his discoveries and suspicions

io the new Cuboy. But he did not meet with that

reception which he thought he deserved for intelli-

gence of such importance. Yak-strot affected to

doubt
;
perhaps he was not really convinced ; or, if

he was, thought proper to temporise ; and he was
in the right for so doing. A rupture with Fumma
at this juncture would have forced the prince to

declare openly for the enemies of Japan ; in which
case, the inhabitants of Niphon would havo lost

the benefit of a very advantageous trade. They
had already been great sufferers in commerce
by the breach with the king of Corea, whose
subjects had been used to take off great quantities

of the Japanese manufactures, for which they paid
in gold and silver ; and they could ill bear such an
additional loss as an interruption of the trade with
Fumma would have occasioned. The Cuboy, there-

fore, continued to treat the prince of that country
as a staunch ally, who had sacrificed every other
consideration to his good faith ; and, far from re-

stricting himself to the number of troops and Fune
stipulated in the treaty, sent over a much more
numerous body of forces and ships of war ; de-
claring, at the same time, he would support the
people of Fumma with the whole power of Japan.

Such a considerable diversion of the Japanese
strength could not fail to answer in some measure
the expectation of the two sovereigns of China and
Corea ; but it did not prevent the success of the
expeditions which were actually employed against
their colonies in the Indian Ocean. It was not in

his power, however, to protect Fumma, had the
invaders been in earnest ; but the combined army
of the Chinese and Coreans had orders to protract

the war
; and, instead of penetrating to the capital,

at a time when the Fummians, though joined with
the auxiliaries of Japan, were not numerous enough
to look them in the face, they made a full stop in

the middle of their march, and quietly retired into

summer quarters.

The additional incumbrance of a new continental
war redoubled the Cuboy's desire of peace ; and
his inclination being known to the enemy, who were
also sick of the war, they had recourse to the good
offices of a certain neutral power, called Sab-oi,

sovereign of the mountains of Cambodia. This
prince accordingly offered his mediation at the
court of Meaeo, and it was immediately accepted.
The negotiation for peace which had been broke
off in the ministry cf Taycho was now resumed

;

an ambassador plenipotentiary arrived from Pekin

;

and Gotto-mio was sent thither in the same capacity,
in order to adjust the articles, and sign the pre-
liminaries of peace.

While this new treaty was on the carpet, the
armament equipped against Fan-yah under the
command of the Quo Kep-marl, and the brave
admiral who had signalized himself in the sea of
Kamtschatka reduced that important place, where
they became masters of a strong squadron of Fune
belonging to the king of Corea, together with a
ver3' considerable treasure, sufficient to indemnify
Japan for the expense of the expedition. This,
though the most grievous, was not the only disaster
which the war brought upon the Coreans. Their
distant settlement of Lli-nam was likewise taken
by general Tra-rep, and the inhabitants paid an
immense sum in order to redeem their capital from
plunder.
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These successes did not at all retard the con-
clusion of the treaty, which was indeed become
equally necessary to all the parties concerned.
Japan in particular was in danger of being ruined
by her conquests. The war had destroyed so many
men, that the whole empire could not afford a suf-

ficiency of recruits for the maintenance of the land
forces. All those who had conquered Fatsissic

and Fan-yah, were already destroyed by hard duty
and the diseases of those unhealthy climates; above
two-thirds of the Fune were rotten in the course of
service ; and the complements of mariners reduced
to less than one-half of their original numbers.
Troops were actually wanting to garrison the new
conquests. The finances of Japan were by this

time drained to the bottom. One of her chief

resources was stopped by the rupture with Corea,
while her expenses were considerably augmented,
and her national credit was stretched even to

cracking. All these considerations stimulated

more and more the Dairo and his Cuboy to con-
clude the work of peace.

Meanwhile the enemies of Yak-strot gave him
no quarter nor respite. They vilified his parts,

traduced his morals, endeavoured to intimidate

him with threats which did not even respect the

Dairo, and never failed to insult him whenever he
appeared in public. It had been the custom, time
immemorial, for the chief magistrate of Meaeo to

make an entertainment for the Dairo and his em-
press, immediately after their nuptials, and to this

banquet all the great Quos in Japan were invited.

The person who filled the chair at present was
Rhum-kikb, an half-witted politician, self-con-

ceited, headstrong, turbulent, and ambitious ; a
professed worshipper of Taycho, whose oratorial

talents he admired, and attempted to imitate in the

assemblies of the people, where he generally ex-
cited the laughter of his audience. By dint of

great wealth and extensive traffic, he became a
man of consequence among the mob, notwithstand-

ing an illiberal turn of mind, and an ungracious

address ; and now he resolved to use this influence

for the glory of Taycho, and the disgrace qf the

Ximian favourite. Legion was tutored for the

purpose, and moreover, well primed with a fiery

caustic spirit, in which Ithum-kikh was a consi-

derable dealer. The Dairo and his young empress
were received by him and his council with a sullen

formality in profound silence. The Cuboy was
pelted as he passed along, and his litter almost

overturned by the monster, which yelled, and
brayed, and hooted, without ceasing, until he was
housed in the city-hall, where he met with every
sort of mortification from the entertainer as well as

the spectators. At length Mr. Orator Taycho,
with his cousin Lob-kob, appearing in a triumphal

car at the city-gate, the blatant beast received

them with loud huzzas, unharnessed their horses,

and, putting itself in the traces, drew them through
the streets of Meaeo, which resounded with accla-

mation. They were received with the same ex-
ultation within the hall of entertainment, where
their sovereign and his consort sat altogether un-
honoured and unnoticed.

A small squadron of Chinese Fune having taken

possession of a defenceless fishery belonging to

Japan, in the neighbourhood of Fatsissio, the emis-

saries of Taycho magnified this event into a terri-

ble misfortune, arising from the maladministration

of the new Cuboy ; nay, they did not scruple to
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affirm that he had left the fishing-town defenceless,
on purpose that it might be taken by the enemy.
This clamour, however, was of short duration. The
Quo Phyll-Kholl, who commanded a few Fune in
one of the harbours of Fatsissio, no sooner received
intelligence of what had happened, than he em-
barked what troops were at hand, and sailing
directly to the place, obliged the enemy to abandon
their conquest with precipitation and disgrace.

_
In the midst of these transactions, the peace was

signed, ratified, and even approved in the great
national council of the Quos, as well as in the
assembly of the people. The truth is, the minister
of Japan has it always in his power to secure a
majority in both these conventions, by means that
may be easily guessed ; and those were not spared
on this occasion. Yak-strot in a speech harangued
the great council, who were not a little surprised
to hear him speak with such propriety and extent
of knowledge; for he had been represented as
tongue-tied, and, in point of elocution, little better
than the palfrey he rode. He now vindicated all

the steps he had taken since his accession to the
helm ; he demonstrated the necessity of a pacifica-
tion

; explained and descanted upon every article

of the treaty
; and, finally, declared his conscience

was so clear in this matter, that when he died he
should desire no other encomium to be engraved
on his tomb, but that he was the author of this

peace.

Nevertheless, the approbation of the council was
not obtained without violent debate and altercation.

The different articles were censured and inveighed
against by the Fatzman, the late Cuboy Fika-kaka,
Lob-kob, Sti-phi-rum-poo, Nin-kom-poo-po, and
many other Quos; but, at the long run, the in-
fluence of the present ministry predominated. As
for Taycho, he exerted himself in a very extraor-
dinary effort to depreciate the peace in the assem-
bly of the people. He had for some days pretended
to be dangerously ill, that he might make a merit
of his patriotism, by showing a contempt for his
own life when the good of his country was at stake.
In order to excite the admiration of the public, and
render his appearance in the assembly the more
striking, he was carried thither on a kind of hand-
barrow, wrapped up in flannel, with three woollen
night-caps on his head, escorted by Legion, which
yelled, and brayed, and whooped, and hallooed,
with such vociferation, that every street of Meaco
rung with hideous clamour. In this equipage did
Taycho enter the assembly, where, being held up
by two adherents, he, after a prelude of groans to
rouse the attention of his audience, began to de-
claim against the peace as inadequate, shameful,
and disadvantageous

;
nay, he ventured to stigma-

tize every separate article, though he knew it was
in the power of each individual of his hearers to
confront him with the terms to which he had sub-
scribed the preceding year, in all respects less
honourable and advantageous to his country. In-
consistencies equally glaring and absurd he had
often crammed down the throats of the multitude

;

but they would not go down with this assembly of
the people, which, in spite of his flannel, his night-
caps, his crutches, and his groans, confirmed the
treaty of peace by a great majority. Not that they
had any great reason to applaud the peace-makers,
who might have dictated iheir own terms, had
they proceeded with more sagacity and less preci-
pitation. But Fokh-si-rokhu and his brother-un-

dertakers, having the treasure of Japan at their
command, had anointed the greatest part of the
assembly with a certain precious salve, which pre-
served them effectually from the fascinating- arts
of Taycho.

b

This orator, incensed at his bad success within
doors, renewed and redoubled his opeiiations with-
out. He exasperated Legion against Yak-strot to
such a pitch of rage, that the monster could not
hear the Cuboy's name three times pronounced
without falling into fits. His confederate Lob-kob,
in the course of his researches, found out two
originals admirably calculated for executing his
vengeance against the Ximian favourite. One of
them, called Llur-chir, a profligate Bonza, degraded
for his lewd life, possessed a wonderful talent of
exciting different passions in the blatant beast, by
dint of quaint rhymes, which were said to be in-
spirations of the demon of obloquy, to whom he
had sold his soul. These oracles not only com-
manded the passions, but even influenced the or-
gans of the beast in such a manner, as to occasion
an evacuation either upwards or downwards, at
the pleasure of the operator. The other, known
by the name of Jan-ki-dtzin, was counted the best
marksman in Japan in the art and mystery of
dirt-throwing. He possessed the art of making
balls of filth, which were famous for sticking and
stinking; and these he threW with such dexterity,
that they very seldom missed their aim. Being
reduced to a low ebb of fortune by his debaucheries,
he had made advances to the new Cuboy, who had
rejected his proffered services, on account of his
immoral character ; a prudish punctilio, which but
ill became Yak-strot, who had paid very little re-
gard to reputation in choosing some of the col-
leagues he had associated in his administration.
Be that as it may, he no sooner understood that
Mr. Orator Taycho was busy in preparing for an
active campaign, than he likewise began to put
himself in a posture of defence. He hired a body
of mercenaries, and provided some dirt-men and
rhymers. Then, taking the field, a sharp contest
and pelting match ensued; but the dispute was
soon terminated. Yak-strot's versifiers turned out
no great conjurers on the trial. They were not
such favourites of the demon as Llur-chir. The
rhymes they used produced no other effect upon
Legion but that of setting it a-braying. The Cu-
boy's dirt-men, however, played their parts tolerably
well. Though their balls were inferior in point of
composition to those of Jan-ki-dtzin, they did not
fail to discompose Orator Taycho and his friend
Lob-kob, whose eyes were seen to water with the
smart occasioned by those missiles ; but these last

had a great advantage over their adversaries, in the
zeal and attachment of Legion, whose numerous
tongues were always ready to lick off the ordure
that stuck to any part of their leaders ; and this
they did with such signs of satisfaction, as seemed
to indicate an appetite for all manner of filth.

Yak-strot having suffered wofully in his own
person, and seeing his partizans in confusion,
thought proper to retreat. Yet although discom-
fited, he was not discouraged. On the contrary,
having at bottom a fund of fanaticism, which, like
camomile, grows the faster for being trod upon, he
became more obstinately bent than ever upon pro-
secuting his own schemes for the good of the
people in their own despite. His vanity was like-
wise buoved up by the flattery of his creatures

3 Q
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who extolled the passive courage he had shown in

the late engagement. Though .every part of him
still tingled and stunk, from the balls of the enemy,
he persuaded himself that not one of their missiles

had taken place ; and of consequence, that there

was something of divinity in his person. Full of

this notion, he discarded his rhymsters and his dirt-

casters as unnecessary, and resolved to bear the

brunt of the battle in his own individual person.

Fokh-si-rokhu advised him, nevertheless, to fill

his trowsers with gold obans, which he might
throw at Legion, in case of necessity, assuring him
that this was the only ammunition which the

monster could not withstand. The advice was
good ; and the Cuboy might have followed it,

without being obliged to the treasury of Japan
;

for he was by this time become immensely rich, in

consequence of having found a hoard in digging
his garden : but this was an expedient which Yak-
strot could never be prevailed upon to use, either

on this or any other occasion. Indeed, he was now
so convinced of his own personal energy, that he
persuaded his master Gio-gio to come forth, and
see it operate on the blatant beast. Accordingly
the Dairo ascended his car of state, while the

Cuboy, arrayed in all his trappings, stood before

him with the reins in his own hand, and drove
directly to the enemy, who waited for him with-

out flinching. Being arrived within dung-shot
of Jan-ki-dtzin, he made a halt, and putting him-
self in the attitude of the idol Fo, with a simper in

his countenance, seemed to invite the warrior to

make a full discharge of his artillery. He did not

long wait in suspense. The balls soon began to

whiz about his ears ; and a great number took
effect upon his person. At length, he received a

shot upon his right temple, which brought him to

the ground. All his gewgaws fluttered, and his

buckram doublet rattled as he fell. Llur-chir no
sooner beheld him prostrate, than advancing with

the monster, he began to repeat his rhymes, at

which every mouth and every tail of Legion was
opened, and lifted up ; and such a torrent of filth

squirted from these channels, that the unfortunate

Cuboy was quite overwhelmed. Nay, he must
have been actually suffocated where he lay, had not

some of the Dairo's attendants interposed, and
rescued him from the vengeance of the monster.

He was carried home in such an unsavoury pickle,

that his family smelled his disaster long before he
came in sight ; and when he appeared in this wo-
ful condition, covered with ordure, blinded with
dirt, and even deprived of sense and motion, his

wife was seized with hysterica passio. He was im-
mediately stripped and washed, and other means
being used for his recovery, he in a little time re-

trieved his recollection.

He was now pretty well undeceived, with respect

to the divinity of his person ; but his enthusiasm
took a new turn. He aspired to the glory of mar-
tyrdom, and resolved to devote himself as a victim

to patriotic virtue. While his attendants were em-
ployed in washing off the filth that stuck to his

beard, he recited in a theatrical tone, the stanza of

a famous Japanese bard, whose soul afterwards

transmigrated into the body of a Roman poet,

Horatius Flaccus, and inspired him with the same
sentiment, in the Latin tongue :

Virtus repulsas nescia sordidae
Intaminatis fulget honoribus;

i iV-c sumit, aut ponit secures
Aibitrio popularis aura.

OF AN ATOM.

His friends hearing him declare his resolution of

dying for his country, began to fear that his under-

standing was disturbed. They advised him to yield

to the torrent, which was become too impetuous to

stem ; to resign the Cuboyship quietly, and reserve

his virtues for a more favourable occasion. In
vain his friends remonstrated: in vain his wife and
children employed their tears and entreaties to the

same purpose. He lent a deaf ear to all their soli-

citations, until they began to drop some hints that

seemed to imply a suspicion of his insanity, which
alarmed him exceedingly ; and the Dairo himself

signifying to him in private, that it was become
absolutely necessary to temporize, he resigned the

reins of government with a heavy heart, though

not before he was assured that he should still con-

tinue to exert his influence behind the curtain.

Gio-gio's own person had not escaped untouched

in the last skirmish. Jan-ki-dtzin was transported

to such a pitch of insolence, that he aimed some
balls at the Dairo, and one of them taking place

exactly betwixt the eyes, denied his whole visage.

Had the laws of Japan been executed in all their

severity against this audacious plebeian, he would

have suffered crucifixion on the spot : but Gio-gio,

being good-natured even to a fault, contented him-

self with ordering some of his attendants to appre-

hend and put him in the public stocks, after having

seized the whole cargo of filth which he had col-

lected at his habitation, for the manufacture of his

balls. Legion was no sooner informed of his dis-

grace, than it released him by force, being therein

comforted and abetted by the declaration of a puny
magistrate, called Praff-patt-phogg, who seized

this, as the only opportunity he should ever

find of giving himself any consequence in the

commonwealth. Accordingly, the monster hoist-

ing him and Jan-ki-dtzin on their shoulders, went

in procession through the streets of Meaco, halloo-

ing, huzzaing and extolling this venerable pair of

patriots, as the Palladia of the liberty of Japan.

The monster's officious zeal on this occasion was

far from being agreeable to Mr. Orator Taycho,

who took umbrage at this exaltation of his two

understrappers, and from that moment devoted

Jan-ki-dtzin to destruction. The Dairo finding it

absolutely necessary for the support of his govern-

ment, that this dirt-monger should be punished,

gave directions for trying him according to the

laws of the land. He was ignominiously expelled

from the assembly of the people, where his old

patron Taycho not only disclaimed him, but even

represented him as a worthless atheist and sower of

sedition : but he escaped the weight of a more

severe sentence in another tribunal, by retreating

without beat of drum, into the territories of China,

where he found an asylum, from whence he made
divers ineffectual appeals to the multitudinous

beast at Niphon.

As for Yak-strot, he was every thing hut a down-

right martyr to the odium of the public, which

produced aferment all over the nation. His name
was become a term of reproach. He was burnt or

crucified in effigy in every city, town, village, and

district of Niphon. Even his own countrymen,

the Ximians, held him in abhorrence and execra-

tion. Notwithstanding his partiality to the natalc

solum, he had not been able to provide for all those

adventurers who came from thence, in consequence

of his promotion. The whole number of the dis-

appointed became his eneniics of course ; and thr
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rest finding themselves exposed to the animosity
and ill offices of their fellow-subjects of Niphon,
who hated the whole community for his sake, in-

veighed against Yak-strot as the curse of their

nation.

In the midst of all this detestation and disgrace,
it must he owned, for the sake of truth, that Yak-
strot was one of the honestest men in Japan, and
certainly the greatest benefactor to the empire.
Just, upright, sincere, and charitable ; his heart was
susceptible of friendship and tenderness. He was
a virtuous husband, a fond father, a kind master,
and a zealous friend. In his public capacity, he had
nothing in view but the advantage of Japan, in the
prosecution of which, he flattered himself he should
be able to display all the abilities of a profound
statesman, and all the virtues of the most sublime
patriotism. It was here he over-rated his own im-
portance. His virtue became the dupe of his

vanity. Nature had denied him shining talents,

as well as that easiness of deportment, that af-

fability, liberal turn, and versatile genius, without
which no man can ever figure at the head of an
administration. Nothing could be more absurd
than his being charged with want of parts and un-
derstanding to guide the helm of government, con-
sidering how happily it had been conducted for
many years by Fika-kaka, whose natural genius
would have been found unequal even to the art and
mystery of wool-combing. Besides, the war had
prospered in his hands as much as it ever did under
the auspices of his predecessor

; though, as I have
before observed, neither the one nor the other could
justly claim any merit from its success.

But Yak-strot's services to the public were much
more important in another respect. He had the
resolution to dissolve the shameful and pernicious
engagements which the empire had contracted on
the continent of Tartary. He lightened the intol-

erable burdens of the empire ; he saved its credit,

when it was stretched even to bursting. He made
a peace, which, if not the most glorious that might
have been obtained, was at least the most solid and
advantageous that ever Japan had concluded with
any power whatsoever

; and, in particular, much
more honourable, useful, and ascertained, than that
which Taycho had agreed to subscribe the preced-
ing year ; and by this peace he put an end to all the
horrors of a cruel war, which had ravaged the best
parts of Asia, and destroyed the lives of six hun-
dred thousand men every year. On the whole,
Yak-strot's good qualities were respectable. There
was very little vicious in his composition, and as to
his follies, they were rather the subjects of ridicule

than of resentment.

Yak-strot's subalterns in the ministry rejoiced in

secret at his running so far into the north of Le-
gion's displeasure

; nay, it was shrewdly suspected
that some of their emissaries had been very active
against him in the day of his discomfiture. They
flattered themselves, that if he could be effectually

driven from the presence of the Dairo, they would
succeed to his influence ; and in the mean time
would acquire popularity, by turning tail to, and
kicking at the Xiinian favourite, who had associ-
ated them in the administration, in consequence of
their vowing eternal attachment to his interest, and
constant submission to his will. Having held a
secret conclave, to concert their operations, they
began to execute their plan, by seducing Yak-strot
into certain odious measures of raising new impo-

sitions on the people, which did not fail, indeed, to
increase the clamour of the blatant beast, and pro-
mote its filthy discharge upwards and downwards

;

but then the torrents were divided, and many a tail

was lifted up against the real projectors of the
scheme which the favourite had adopted. Thev
now resolved to make a merit with the Mobile, by
picking a German quarrel with Strot, and insulting
him in public. Gotto-mio caused a scrubbing post
to be set up in the night, at the Cuboy's door. The
scribe Zan-ti-fic presented him with a scheme for
the importation of brimstone into the island of Xi-
mo ; the other scribe pretended he could not spell
the barbarous names of the Cuboy's relations and
countrymen, who were daily thrust into the most lu-

crative employments. As for Twitz-er the Financier,
he never approached Yak-strot without clawing his
knuckles in derision. At the council of Twenty-
eight, they thwarted every plan he proposed, and
turned into ridicule every word he spoke. At
length they bluntly told the Dairo, that as Yak-
strot resigned the reins of administration in public,
he must likewise give up his management behind
the curtain, for they were not at aU disposed to
answer to the people for measures dictated by an
invisible agent. This was but a reasonable demand,
in which the emperor seemed to acquiesce ; but the
new ministers thought it was requisite that they
should commit some overt act of contempt for the
abdicated Cuboy. One of his nearest relations had
obtained a profitable office in the island of Ximo, and
of this the new cabal insisted he should be immedi-
ately deprived. The Dairo remonstrated against the
injustice of turning a man out of his place for no
other reason but to satisfy their caprice, and plainly
told them he could not do it without infringing his
honour, as he had given his word that the possessor
should enjoy the post for life. Far from being
satisfied with this declaration, they urged their
demand with redoubled importunity, mixed with
menaces, which equally embarrassed and incensed
the good-natured Dairo. At last Yak-strot, taking
compassion upon his indulgent master, prevailed
upon his kinsman to release him from the obliga-
tion of his word, by making a voluntary resignation
of his office. The Dairo fell sick of vexation ; his
life was despaired of, and all Japan was filled with
alarm and apprehension at the prospect ofan infant's

ascending the throne, for the heir-apparent was still

in the cradle.

Their fears, however, were happily disappointed
by the recovery of the emperor, who, to prevent as
much as possible the inconveniencies that might
attend his demise, during the minority of his son,
resolved that a regency should be established and
ratified by the states of the empire. The plan of
this regency he concerted in private with the vener-
able princess his grandmother, and his friend Yak-
strot, and then communicated the design to his
ministers, who, knowing the quarter from whence
it had come, treated it with coldness and contempt.
They were so elevated by their last triumph over
the Ximian favourite, that they overlooked every
obstacle to their ambition, and determined to ren-
der the Dairo dependant on them, and them only.
With this view they threw cold water on the pre-
sent measure ; and to mark their hatred of the
favourite more strongly in the eyes of Legion, they
endeavoured to exclude the name of his patroness
the Dairo's grandmother, from the deed of regency,
though their malice was frustrated by the vigilance
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of Yak-strot and the indignation of the states, -who

resented this affront offered to the family of their

sovereign.

The tyranny of this junto became so intolerable

to Gio-gio, that he resolved to shake; off their yoke,
whatever might be the consequence; but before any
effectual step was taken for this purpose, Yak-strot,

who understood mechanics, and had studied the art

of puppet playing, tried an experiment on the or-

gans of the cabal, which he tempered with indivi-

dually without success. Instead of uttering what
he prompted, the sounds came out quite altered in

their passage. Gotto-mio grunted, the Financier

Twitz-er bleated, or rather brayed ; one scribe

mewed like a cat, the other yelped like a jackall.

In short, they were found so perverse and refrac-

tory, that the master of the motion kicked them off

the stage, and supplied the scene with a new set of

puppets made of very extraordinary materials.

They were the very figures through whose pipes

the charge of mal-administration had been so

loudly sounded against the Ximian favourite. They
were now mustered by the Fatzmac, and hung
upon the pegs of the very same puppet-show man
against whom they had so vehemently inveighed.

Even the superannuated Fika-kaka appeared again
upon the stage as an actor of some consequence,

and insisted upon it, that his metamorphosis was a
mere calumny ; but Taycho and Lob-kob kept
aloof, because Yak-strot had not yet touched them
on the proper keys.

The first exhibition of the new puppets was
called Topsy-turvy, a farce in which they overthrew
all the paper houses which their predecessors had
built; but they performed their parts in such confu-

sion, that Yak-strot interposing to keep them in order
received divers contusions and severe kicks on the

shins, which made his eyes water
;
and, indeed, he

had in a little time reason enough to repent of the

revolution he had brought about. The new sticks

of administration proved more stiff and unmanage-
able than the former, and those he had discarded

associating with the blatant beast, bedaubed him
with such a variety of filth, drained from all the

sewers of scurrility, that he really became a public

nuisance. Gotto-mio pretended remorse of con-
science, and declared be would impeach Yak-strot
for the peace which he himself had negotiated.

Twitz-er snivelled, and cried, and cast figures, to

prove that Yak-strot was born for the destruction

of Japan, and Zan-ti-fic lured an incendiary Bonze
called Toks, to throw fire-balls by night into the

palace of the favourite.

In this distress, Strot cast his eyes on Taycho
the monster-tamer, who alone seemed able to over-

balance the weight of all other opposition, and to

him he made large advances accordingly ; but his

offers were still inadequate to the expectations of
that demagogue, who, nevertheless, put on a face

of capitulation. He was even heard to say, that

Yak-strot was an honest man and a good minister

;

nay, he declared he would ascend the highest pin-

nacle of the highest pagod in Japan, and proclaim
that Yak-strot had never, directly nor indirectly,

meddled with administration since he resigned the
public office of minister. Finding him, however,
tardy and phlegmatic in his proposals, he thought
proper to change his phrase, and, in the next assem-
bly of the people, swore, with great vociferation,

that the said Yak-strot was the greatest rogue that

ever escaped the gallows. This was a necessary

fillip to Yak-strot, and operated upon him so effec-

tually, that he forthwith sent a carte-blanche to the
great Taycho, and a treaty was immediately rati-

fied on the following conditions :—That the said

Taycho should be raised to the rank of Quanbuku,
and be appointed conservator of the Dairo's signet

;

that no state measure should be taken without his

express approbation ; that his creature the law-
yer Praff-fog should be ennobled, and preferred
to the most eminent place in the tribunals of
Japan; and that all his friends and dependants
should be provided for at the public expense, in

such a manner as he himself should propose. His
kinsman Lob-kob, however, was not comprehended
in this treaty, the articles of which he inveighed
against with such acrimony, that a rupture en-
sued betwixt these two originals. The truth is,

Lob-kob was now so full of his own importance,
that nothing less than an equal share of adminis-
tration would satisfy his ambition, and this was
neither in Taycho's power nor inclination to grant.

The first consequence of this treaty was a new
shift of hands, and a new dance of ministers. The
chair of precedency was pulled from under the
antiquated Fika-kaka, w ho fell upon his back : and
his heels flying up, discovered but too plainly the
melancholy truth of his metamorphosis. All his

colleagues were discarded, except those who thought
proper to temporize and join in dancing the hay,
according as they were actuated by the new partners

of the puppet-show. This coalition was the greatest

masterpiece in politics that Yak-strot ever per-

formed. Taycho, the formidable Taycho ! whom
in his single person he dreaded more than all his

other enemies of Japan united, was now become
his coadjutor, abettor, and advocate

;
and, which

was still of more consequence to Strot, that dema-
gogue was forsaken of his good genius Legion.
The many-headed monster would have swallowed

down every other species of tergiversation in

Taycho, except a coalition with the detested fa-

vourite, and the title of Quo, by which he formally
renounced its society; but these were articles which
the mongrel could not digest. The tidings of this

union threw the beast into a kind of stupor, from
which it was roused by blisters and cauteries

applied by Gotto-mio, Twitz-er, Zan-ti-fic, with his

understrapper Toks, now reinforced by Fika-kaka,
and his discarded associates ; for their common
hatred to Yak-strot, like the rod of Moses, swal-

lowed up every distinction of party, and every
suggestion offormer animosity ; and they concurred
with incredible zeal, in rousing Legion to a due
sense of Taycho's apostasy. The beast, so stimu-

lated, howled three days and three nights suc-

cessively at Taycho's gate ; then was seized with a

convulsion, that went off with an evacuation up-

wards and downwards, so offensive, that the very

air was infected.

The horrid sounds of the beast's lamentations,

the noxious effluvia of its filthy discharge, joined

to the poignant remorse which Taycho felt at

finding his power over Legion dissolved, occa-

sioned a commotion in his brain ; and this led him
into certain extravagancies, which gave his enemies

a handle to say he was actually insane. His former

friends and partizans thought the best apology they

could make for the inconsistency of his conduct,

was to say he was non compos ; and this report was
far from being disagreeable to Yak-strot, because

it would at any time furnish him with a plausible
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pretence to dissolve the partnership, at which he
inwardly repined : for it was necessity alone that
drove him to a partition of his power with a man
so incapable of acting in concert with any colleague
whatsoever.

In the mean time Gotto-mio and his associates
left no stone unturned to acquire the same influence
over Legion, which Taycho had so eminently pos-
sessed : but the beast's faculties, slender as they
were, seemed now greatly impaired, in consequence
of that arch empiric's practices upon its constitu-
tion. In vain did Gotto-mio hoop and halloo :

in vain did Twitz-er tickle its long ears; in vain
did Zan-ti-fic apply sternutatories, and his Bonze
administer inflammatory glysters ; the monster
could never be brought to a right understanding,
or at all concur with their designs, except in one
instance, which was its antipathy to the Ximian
favourite. This had become so habitual, that it

acted mechanically upon its organs even after it

had lost all other signs of recognition. As often as
the name of Yak-strot was pronounced, the beast
began to yell, and all the usual consequences
ensued ; but whenever his new friends presumed to
mount him, he threw himself on his back, and
rolled them in the kennel at the hazard of their
lives.

One would imagine there was some leaven in
the nature of Yak-strot, that soured all his sub-
alterns who were natives of Niphon; for, howso-
ever they promised all submission to his will before
they were admitted into his motion, they no sooner
found themselves acting characters in his drama,
than they began to thwart him in his measures

;

so that he was plagued by those he had taken
in, and persecuted by those he had driven out.
The two great props, which he had been at so much
pains to provide, now failed him. Taycho was
grown crazy, and could no longer manage the
monster ; and Quam-ba-cun-dono the Eatzman,
whose authority had kept several puppets in awe,
died about this period. These two circumstances
were the more alarming, as Gotto-mio and his crew
began to gain ground, not only in their endeavours
to rouse the monster, but also in tampering with
some of the acting puppets, to join their cabal,
and make head against their master. These ex-
oterics grew so refractory, that, when he tried to
wheel them to the right, they turned to the left

about ; and, instead of joining hands in the dance
of politics, rapped their heads against each other
with such violence, that the noise of the collision

was heard in the street
;
and, if they had not been

made of the hardest wood in Japan, some of them
would certainly have been split in the encounter.
By this time Legion began to have some sense of

its own miserable condition. The effects of the
yeast potions which it had drank so liberally from
the hands of Taycho, now wore off. The fumes
dispersed; the illusion vanished; the flatulent
tumour of its belly disappeared with innumerable
explosions, leaving a hideous lankness and such a
canine appetite as all the eatables of Japan could
not satisfy. After having devoured the whole
harvest, it yawned for more, and grew quite out-
rageous in its hunger, threatening to feed on human
flesh, if not plentifully supplied with other viands.
In this dilemma, Yak-strot convened the council of
Twenty-eight, where, in consideration of the ur-
gency of the case, it was resolved to suspend the
!iw against the importation of foreign provisions,
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and open the ports of Japan for the relie. of the
blatant beast.

As this was vesting the Dairo with a dispensing-
power unknown to the constitution of Japan, it was
thought necessary, at the next assembly of the
Quos and Quambukus that constitute the legis-
lature, to obtain a legal sanction for that extra-
ordinary exercise of prerogative, which nothing
but the salus populi could excuse. Upon this occa-
sion, it was diverting to see with what effrontery
individuals changed their principles with their
places. Taycho the Quo, happening to be in one
of his lucid intervals, went to the assembly, sup-
ported by his two creatures Praff-fog, and another
limb of the law, called Lley-nah, surnamed Gurg-
grog, or Curse-mother ; and this triumvirate, who
had raised themselves from nothing to the first rank
in the state, by vilifying and insulting the kingly
power, and affirming that the Dairo was the slave
of the people, now had the impudence to declare in
the face of day, that in some cases the emperor's
power was absolute, and that he had an inherent
right to suspend and supersede the laws and ordi-
nances of the legislature.

Mura-clami, who had been for some time eclipsed
in his judicial capacity by the popularity of Praff-
fog, did not fail to seize this opportunity of exposing
the character of his upstart rival. Though he had
been all his life an humble retainer to the pre-
rogative, he now made a parade of patriotism, and
in a tide of eloquence bore down all the flimsy
arguments which the triumvirate advanced. He
demonstrated the futility of their reasoning, from
the express laws and customs of the empire ; he
expatiated on the pernicious tendency of their
doctrine, and exhibited the inconsistency of their
conduct in such colours, that they must have hid
their heads in confusion, had they not happily con-
quered all sense of shame, and been well convinced
that the majority of the assembly were not a whit
more honest than themselves. Mura-clami enjoyed
a momentary triumph, but his words made a very
slight impression for it was his misfortune to be
a Ximian; and if his virtues had been more
numerous than the hairs in his beard, this very cir-
cumstance would have shaved them clean away
from the consideration of the audience.

Taycho, opening the flood-gates of his abuse,
bespattered all that opposed him. Lley-nah, alias
Curse-mother, swore that he had got into the
wrong box; then turning to Praff-fog, "Br«i her
Praff." cried he, "thou hast now let down thy
trowsers, and every rascal in Japan will whip thy
a-se !" Praff was afraid of the beast's resentment

:

but Taycho bestrid him like a Colossus, and he
crept through between his legs into a place of
safety. This was the last time that the orator ap-
peared in public. Immediately after this occurrence,
it was found necessary to confine him to a dark
chamber, and Yak-strot was left to his own inven-
tions.

In this dilemma he had recourse to the old ex-
pedient of changing hands ; and, as a prelude to
this reform, made advances to Gotto-mio, whom
he actually detached from the opposition, by pro-
viding his friends and dependants with lucrative
offices, and promising to take no steps of conse-
quence without his privity and approbation. A
sop was at the same time thrown to Twitz-er ; Zan-
ti-fic, lulled with specious promises, discarded Toks
the incendiary Bonze

; Lob-kob signed a r.eutra-
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lity ; and old Fika-kaka was deprived of the use

of speech : in a word, the ill-cemented confederacy

of Strot's exoteric foes fell asunder; and Legion had
now no rage hut the rage of hunger to be appeased.

But the Ximian favourite was still thwarted in his

operations behind the curtain ; for he had so often

chopped and changed the figures that composed

his motion, that they were all of different mate-

rials : so wretchedly sorted and so ill toned, that,

when they came upon the scene, they produced

nothing but discord and disorder.

The Japanese colony of Fatsissio had been

settled above a century ; and, in the face of a

thousand dangers and difficulties, raised themselves

to such consideration, that they consumed infinite

quantities of the manufactures of Japan, for which

they paid their mother country in gold and silver,

and precious drugs, the produce of their planta-

tions. The advantages which Japan reaped from

this traffic with her own colonists, almost equalled

the amount of what she gained by her commerce
with all the other parts of Asia, Twitz-er, when
he managed the finances of Japan, had in his great

wisdom planned, procured, and promulgated a law,

saddling the Fatsissians with a grievous tax to

answer the occasions of the Japanese government

;

an imposition which struck at the very vitals of

their constitution, by which they were exempt
from all burdens but such as they fitted for their

own shoulders. They raised a mighty clamour at

this innovation, in which they were joined by
Legion, at that time under the influence of Tay-
cho, who, in the assembly of the people, bitterly

inveighed against the authors and abettors of such

an arbitrary and tyrannical measure. Their re-

proach and execration did not stop at Twitz-er,

but proceeded, as usual, to Yak-strot, who was the

general butt at which all the arrows of slander,

scurrility and abuse, were levelled. The puppets

with which he supplied the places of Twitz-er and
his associates, in order to recommend themselves to

Legion, and perhaps with a view to mortify the

favourite, who had patronized the Fatsissian tax,

insisted upon withdrawing this imposition, which
was accordingly abrogated, to the no small disgrace

and contempt of the law-givers ; but when these

new ministers were turned out, to make way for

Taycho and his friends, the interest of the Fatsis-

sians was again abandoned. Even the orator him-
self declaimed against them with an unembarrassed
countenance, after they had raised statues to him
as their friend and patron ; and measures were
taken to make them feel all the severity of an ab-

ject dependence upon the legislature of Japan.
Finally, Gotto-mio acceded to this system, which
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he had formerly approved in conjunction with
Twitz-er ; and preparations were made for using
compulsory measures, should the colonists refuse

to submit with a good grace.

The Fatsissians, far from acquiescing in these

proceedings, resolved to defend to the last extre-

mity those liberties which they had hitherto pre-

served ;
and, as a proof of their independence,

agreed among themselves to renounce all the su-

perfluities with which they had so long been fur-

nished, at a vast expense, from the manufactures
of Japan, since that nation had begun to act to-

wards them with all the cruelty of a step-mother.

It was amazing to see and to hear how Legion raved,

and slabbered, and snapped its multitudinous jaws in

the streets of Meaco, when it understood that the

Fatsissians were determined to live on what their

own country afforded. They were represented

and reviled as ruffians, barbarians, and unnatural

monsters, who clapped the dagger to the breast of

their indulgent mother, in presuming to save

themselves the expense of those superfluities,

which, by the by, her cruel impositions had left

them no money to purchase. Nothing was heard
in Japan but threats of punishing those ungrateful

colonists with whips and scorpions. For this pur-

pose troops were assembled and fleets equipped
;

and the blatant beast yawned with impatient ex-

pectation of being drenched with the blood of its

fellow-subjects.

Yak-strot was seized with horror at the pro-

spect of such extremities ;
for, to give the devil

his due, his disposition was neither arbitrary nor

cruel ; but he had been hurried by evil counsellors

into a train of false politics, the consequences of

which he did not foresee. He now summoned
council after council to deliberate upon conciliatory

expedients ; but found the motly crew so divided

by self-interest, faction, and mutual rancour, that

no consistent plan could be formed ; all was non-

sense, clamour, and contradiction. The Ximian
favourite now wished all his puppets at the devil,

and secretly cursed the hour in which he first un-

dertook the motion. He even fell sick of chagrin,

and resolved in good earnest to withdraw himself

entirely from the political helm, which he was
now convinced he had no talents to guide. In the

mean time, he tried to find some temporary alle-

viation to the evils occasioned by the monstrous

incongruity of the members and materials that

composed his administration. But before any
effectual measures could be taken, his evil genius,

ever active, brewed up a new storm in another

quarter, which had well nigh swept him and all his

projects into the gull' of perdition.

THE END.
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