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¢The notion originated in a contrivance of the astronommers to show the
quantity of the precession of the equinoxes : This was by assunung an imagi.
nary line, or great circle, passing through the poles of the ecliptic and the
beginning of the fixed Magha, which circle was supposed to cut some of the
stars in the Great Bear. » » # The seven stars in the Great Bear being
called the Rishis, the circle so assumed was called the line of the Rishis; and
being 1nvariably fixed to the beginning of the lunar asterism Magha, the
precession would be noted by stating the degrce &c. of any moveable lunar
mansion cut by that fixed line or circle as an index.”

Historical View of the Hindu Astronomy, p. 65.
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Asuras and Rakshasas are all palpable fictions, still they are valuable as traces
which have been left in the minds of the people of the primitive wars of the
Aryans against the Aborigines.
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