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Chapter VI - The Attempts at
Improving the Anglo-Japanesc Relations.
The rclations between Japan and Britain have not been peaceful

rccently owing to the China question and the commercial and naval problems,

It is, however, impolitic for Japan to contend with Britain, laying herself

thus open to a possible attack of othcr Powers. There is indeed an urgent
ncccssity of planning to cooperate with Britain, in consideration of Japan's
relations with China and the Soviet Union. Japan should £ake precautions
not to drive Britain under all circumstesnces, to such a standpoint as would
prove unfavourable to our own situation,

The Japanesc Government holds the view that it is necessary to make
some attempts at cultivating the friendly relations with Britain on the
above-referred ground. .mbassador Yoshida, with such intention of the
Japanese Government in mind, had made a persistent cffort to achicve the
purposc in all the fields of the British socicty aftor his arrival at his

post in London in June, 1936.

The national fceclings on the part of Britain towards Japan, as a re-

sult of Ambassador Yoshida's earnest effort, was Just shewing a favourable
turn, when the Keclung incident broke out in October of the same year. In
the following Novembef, the Japancse-German Ainti-Comintern Pact was concludc.
~nd this produced a dcst,ructivg cffect on the British national fcelings
towards Japan,

The Japancse Govermrént., according to the present situation of
affairs, is determmincd to pursue the line of policy to bring the Keelung

incident to a peaceful settlement at the earlicst possible date, root out

the misunderstanding on the part of Britain concerning the Japancse-German
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Anti-Comintern Pact, and after removing all the obstacles in the way of the
preliminary negotiations with Britain, positively promote the fricndly re- B |

lztions with her through settling the inglo-Japanese issuec on China and
commercial problems,
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Statement of Source and futhenticity

I, HAYASHI, Kaoru, Chief of the Archives Section, Japanese Foreign

= .

Office, hercby cortify thet the document hereto attached in Japanese con=
b
i sistinz of two pages amd entitled #problem of Promoting Friendly Relations
| : t
; ; between Jeapan and Fngland" is an cxact and truc copy of an of ficial documen
‘ ?i‘ of the Japanese Foreign Office.
: Certified at Tokyo,

on this 23rd day of January 1947.
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/s/ X. Hayashi.
“Signature of Official
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