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CHAP IV.

Catbedral of the Affumption of the Virgin Mary
in the Kremlin—Tombs of the Ruflian pa-
triarchs—Origin and abolition cf the patri-
arthal dignity.—Account of the pzztrizif:cbal
Philaretes Jather of the bazgf z of Romanof.

—_— Bzagmpbzcal a;zecdoz‘e.f of the patriarce
Nicon.

HE cathedral of the Affumption of .

the Vlrgm Mary, which has long
been appropriated to the coronation of the
Ruffian fovercigns, is another church in the
. Kremlin, that remains to be defcribed. This"
tcmple is the moft fpieﬁdid and ' magnificent
in Mofcow, The ﬂcrcen is in mandy parts
covered with plates of folid filver and gold
richly worked. From the centre of the
roof hangs an enormous chandelier of mafly
filver, weighing 2940 pounds: it was made
in England, and was a prefent from Moro-
fof, pumc-mmxﬁer and favourite of Alexey
B2 . Michaelo-
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Michaelovitch. -The facred utenfils and epif-

copal veftments are extraordinary rich; but
the tafte of the workmanthip is in' general
rude, and by no means equal to the- ma-
terials.

Many of the ﬁgurcs which cover the in-
~ fide walls are of a coloffal fize: fome are
very antient, and were executed fo early as
in the latter end of the fifteenth "century.
This church contains, amongft the reft, a
head of the Virgin, fuppofed to have *been
painted by St. Luke, and greatly celebrated
in this country for its fanétity and the!power
of working miracles. The face is almoft
black ; the head is ornamented with & glory
of precious ftones; and the hands and body
are gilded, which gives it a moft grotefque
appearance. . - It is placed in the fkreen, and
enclofed within a large filver covering, which
is never taken off but on great fef’cwals, or
for the -curiofity of ftrangers. Thw! Madonna
is more antient than the other amtmgs:'
according to the tradition of the'church, it
was brought from Greece to Kiof When that
city was the refidence of the Rufﬁan fove-
reigns; from thence it was transferred  to
Volodimir, and afterwards to Mofcow. It
feems to have been a Greman painting, and

. was
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W s plobably anterior to the revival of that

of the Ruffign patriarchs.

~Thc

* 1 {aw feveral paintings of the Virgin in the north. of
Ttaly fimilar to this: a few were faid to be the productions
‘of St. .Luke, others of Cimabue, or his fcholars. The
complexion in thefe was likewife of a dufky hue, and
plainly from the fancy of the painters. . This leads me
to imagine that the Grecian, painters originally reprefented -
the Virgin of a dark complexion, which was copied by the
€arlieft Iealian artifts; Cimabue and his immediate {cholars,
who received the art from the Greeks. Le Bruyn; fpeak-
ing of this Madonna at Mofcow, fays, « It is very gloomy
“ and almoft black; but whether this proceeds from the
“ effefts of tnme, or the fmoke of tapers, or the fancy of
“ the painter j certain it is, there 1S no great matter in it.””
&c.  Travels, vol. I p. 70, ~ An ingenious author, in
a late pubhcanon, mentions in the monaf’cery of Monte-
-Virgine, a Coloffal portrait of the Virgin Mary, which
pafies for the work of St. Luke the Evangelift, and adds,
« There are in Italy and elfewhere fome dozens of black,
« ugly Madonnas, which all pafs for the work of his hands,
 and as fuch are revered.” To which paflage he {ubjoins
the foll'owing note, but without citing hjs authority :
« The origin of this fable, or rather mxﬁake, appears to
« be, that about the time that paintings of holy fubjetts
“ came into fathion, there lived at Conftantinople 2" painter
¢« called Luke, who, by many rqprefentatxons of the Virgin,
acquired a very tranfcendent reputation. . He was a
man of exemplary life, and on account of his piety, and
« the edifying ufe he made of his talents, was generally

B3 « known.
*
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The firft of thefe was Job, before whpfe
time the primate of the Ruffian church fyas.
fuffragan to the patriarch of Confltag#tnople.
Job, being metropolitan archbifh#p of Mof-
cow, was, in the year 1588, inftalled in this
cathedral patriarch of Ruffia, by Jeremias pa-
triarch of Conftantinople, with all due fo-
lemnities, The ceremony of tranflating the
fee from the capital of Turkey to this city
is thus defcribed by an author, who was him-
felf prefent *.’

« On

¢ known by the name of the Holy Luke. In proéefs
« of time, when the epocha and circumftances of his life
« were forgotten by the vulgar, and his performances had
“ acquired by age a fmoky, dufky caft, {ufficient to perplex
% the thort-fighted connoiffeurs of thofe days, devotces
« afcribed hls Puﬁures to the Evangelift, who was pro-
“ nounced a painter, becaufe they knew of no othet faint
¢ of the name, and becaufe if he had been a painter, no
“ one could have had fuch opportunitics of examiningeand
« dc]mcatmg the features of the holy ‘model.” Swmbume s
Trdvels in the Two Sicilies, p. 123. For proof of the

. introduction of painting into Ruffia 4hd Italy by the Greeks,

fee the Defcription of the Cathedral of St. SoPhia at No-
vogorod, ‘

* Fletcher’s Ruffia, Chap.”21. This author adds,
that Jeremias, whom he calls Hicronimo, had been either
tanithed from Conftantinople by the Turks, or depofed by
the Greek clergy; that he came to Mofcow without any
invitation from the Ruflians, in brder to obtain mondy

‘from the tzar Feodor Ivanovitch; and that with this view
he
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“On - the - 25th of January, 1583, the

reck pmnalch, aacom“anﬁd with the

Ru¥ clbarvle, went to thﬂ great church

“ of PreMRefte, or our Ladis, within the

' ¢« Emperour’s cafile, where hz made an ora-

“ tion, and. delivered his refiznation in an

¢ inftrument of writing, and {0 laid down

“ his patriarchal ftaffe; which was prefently

#¢ recéived by the metropolite of Mofko, and
* divers other ceremonies ufed about . the

inauguration of the new patriarch.”

The moft venerable of Job’s fucceflors in
the patriarchal fc;c was Philaretes, who, though
no fovercign himfelf, is celebrated as being the
founder of that line -of Ruflian monalchs,
dx{’ungulﬂued by the name of the Houfe of
Romanof *, His fecular name was Feodor :

.

(14

(14

(14

‘e

he propofed the tranflation of the patriarchal fee from Con-
ftaptinople to Mofcow.

Others deny that he was gither depofed or banithed ;
and relate, that the tzar-having formally demanded the
confent of the four patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, Con-
ﬁantmOplc, and Jerufalem, to the eftablithment of a new
patriarch -in Ruffia, they acceded to the requeft, and fo-
lemnly deputed Jeremias to Mofcow, who invefted the me-
tropolitan Job with the new dignity. Kma on' the Greek
.Church, p. 496.

* In confequence of a. cuﬂom prevalent among the
. Ruffians to adopt the. appellation of the grandfather or 2
. family name, the new royal line was called Romanof, in
honour of Roman, Feodor’s grandfather.

e Bgoo, ke
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he drew his-lineage from Andrew, a Pruffifn
prince, who ‘came into Ruffia about
middle of the fourteenth century; a
immediate defcendants ‘enjoyed /the moft
.confiderable honours and the higheft offices
under the Ioverc1gns of this country. Feodor
was fon of Nikita Romanovitch, great-grand-
fon of Andrew, and brother of Anaftafia
firft wife of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. When
Boris himfelf was elevated to the throne ; the
high birth, great abilitics, and popularity of
Feodor Romanof rendered him fo obnoxious té
the new monarch, that he was.compelled to
affume- the priefthood, and was confined in

a monaftery ; upon which occafion he, ac--

-cording to the Rufiian cuftom, changed his
name to Philaretes. -

Upon the acceffion, in 1603, of the fovereign
whom .the Ruflians call the Falfe Démetriys,
he was releafed from his confinement, and
appointed to the archbifhoprick of]Roftof;
but in this period of his life.he feemed doom-
ed to ‘a fucceflion of imprifonment$} Soon
after the depofition of Vaflili Shuitki, when
a ftrong party among the nobles hadagreed
to ele® Ladiflaus, fon of Sigifmond III. king

of .Poland, tzar of Ruﬂia, Philaretes was,.

in 610, difpagched at the head of an ¢ém-
bafly
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when the king demanded the
immediate ceffion of that town, Philaretes
warmly returned, < When . .your fon has af-
« cended our throne, he will poffefs not only
« Smolenfko, but all Ruffia; and it ill be-
“ comes you to difmember his territories.”

Sigifmond,. exafperated at this {pirited - reply,
and ftill farther inflamed by the remonftrances
which Philaretes and the embaffadors urged
againft his condu& towards Ruflia, arrefted
and threw theém into prifon. Philaretes lan-
Puithed nine years in_the caftle of Marien-
burgh *, in "Pruffia, under a .moft rigorous
confinement, during which even many of
the common neceflaries were frequently with-
held from him. His abfence, however, did
not diminith the refpect and veneration which
the Ruffians entertained for his chara&er:
the whole nation unanimoufly conferred the.
crown upon his fon Michael, a youth only_
in the feventeenth year of his age; in hopss
that a peace with Poland would reftore Pli-
laretes to his country, and render him the

"# Bufching. Hift, Mag. v. 1. p. 403.
' direor
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dire@or of that power with which they 1fad
invefted his fon. This expetation was
tified at the truce of Develina, con
16109, betweenr Ruffia and PolandAvhich gave
Philaretes to the withes of the people. Im-
mediately upon his arrival at Mofcow he
was confecrated patriarch, and became the
real, though‘ not the oftenfible, fovereign of
.this country ; as his fon may be faid to have
held the reins of government under his ab-
folute .dire¢tion. He ‘was invefted with the
adminiftration of affairs; his name was fie>-
quently affociated in the public adts with that
of the tzar * ; he’ gave audience to embaffa-
dors 4 ; and upon many public occafions was
permitted to take precedence of his foni.
His experience, moderation, and abilities, ren-
dered him worthy of thefe high honours, and
this unbounded authority ; and the profpenty
of Michael’s reign proclaimed the \Vlfdom of
his fage monitor. Philaretes died i in 1633, in
an advanced age, regretted by his fon and the’
whole kingdom. : I
The laft of thefe patriarchs was Adrian, at
ilOfC demlfe, in 1699, Peter, attentive to

/

* Schmid. Rufl. Gef. v. IL. p.’13.
+ Bufching. Hift. Mag. v. VIL p. 329
:t Olearius,
the
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the true interefts of "his crown, could _never
be prevailed upon to nominate a fucceflor ;
and in 1 22! the patriarchal dignity was for-
mally abolNped.

In a former chapter I obferved that there
are no feats in the Ruffian churches, the cere-
monial of the Greek worthip requiring. all
perfons to ftand during the performance of
divine fervice. In" this cathedral, -facred to
the Affumption of the Virgin Mary, I ob-
ferved two elevated places near the fkreen,
enclofed with rails without feats: one of
‘them is appropriated to the fovereign; the
other was formerly deftined for the patriarch,
wwhofe ftate and grandeur were in fome in-
ftances not inferior to.thofe of the tzar him-
felf. Upon fome public occafion the arch-
bifhop-of Novogorod, who afpired to have
the patriarchal dignity revived in his perfon,
pointing to the place formerly occupicd by
the patriarch, remarked. to Peter, * Sire, that
“ fru@ure is now ufelefs; will not your
“ majefty order it to be removed?” Peter
Was filent ; but, upon the archibithop’s repeat-
i"" the queftion, turned to him and faid,

That place fhall not be removed, nor fhall

you ﬁll 1ta” . . . Thc
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+ The Ruffians reckon eleven patriarchs fr§m
the firlt éftablithment of the dignity in the
perfon of Job, to its final abolition after the
death of Adrian. .Of thefe the greateft and
moft confpicuous was the celebrated Nicon;
whom, as he is the only patriarch not inter-
red in this cathedral, I could not mention
upon contemplating their tombs. It is hoped
" that no apology needs be offered for the fol-
lowing account of a.man, whom fome Ruf-
fians ftill abhor as Antichrift, and others adore
as a faint; and whofe extraordinary character
has never been faLthfully reprefented to the
Englith reader.

Nicon was born in 1613, in a village of’
the government of Nifthnéi Noyogorod, of fuch
obfcure parents, that their names and ftation
are not tranfmitted to poferity. He received, at
the baptifmal font, the name of Nikita, Wthh
afterwards, when he became monk, he chancr—
ed to Nicon; the appellahon by W:thh hc
is more generally known. He was educated
in the’ convent of St. Macarius,. u‘nhder the
care..of a monk. From the courfe of his
ftudics, which were almoft {olely directed to
the Holy Sériptures, and" the exhortations of
his preceptor, he imbibed at a very early pe-
riod, the ﬁrongreﬁ: attachment to a monaftic

hfe’;
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h‘fe ; and was only prevented from following
the bent of his mind by the perfuafions and
authority, of his father. In conformity, how-
ever, to the withes of his family, though con-
trary to- his own inclination, he entered into
matrimony ; and, as that flate precluded him
from - being admitted into a convent, he was
ortlained a fecular prieft. |
With his wife he paffed ten years; ﬁrﬂ: as

a parifh-prieft in fome country village, and
. afterwards at Mofcow in the fame capacity 3
"but lofing three children, whom he tenderly
loved, his difguft for the world and his pro~
penfity to folitude returned with redoubled
™ialence ; and, having perfuaded his wife to.
take the veil, he entered into the monaftick
order. He chofe for his own retreat a fmall
ifland of the Whitq-Sea, inhabited only by a
fqw perfons, who formed a kind of. ecclefiaf-
tical eftablithment, as remarkable for the
aufterity of their rules as for the folitude of
their fituation : about. twelve monks dwelled
in feparate cells, equally diftant from cach
other * and from the church which ftood in
the center of the ifland: Thefe lonely ancho-
rites’ affembled regularly on Saturday evening

* TV;'o verfts, or a mile and a half
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in the church, where they affifted in the pet-
formance of divine fervice during the whole
night, and the next day until noon, when
they retired to their refpective shabitations.
This' praCtice was repeated ‘on certain fefti-
vals ; at other times each reclufe occupied
his cell undifturbed by any mutual intercourfe.
Their food was bread, and fith which they
caught themfelves,' or procured from parts
of the contignous continent. Such was the
fituation to which Nicon retired, as congenial |
to the gloorn y ftate of his own mind ; Where,
broochng in folitude upon the uncertamty of
human life, he was unhappﬂv led to confider
the moft debafing aufterities as acceptableTo
the Supreme Being; and neceffarily contra-
ed that cloiftered pride, which gave an alloy.
to his fublime virtues, andﬁaro_ved the greateft
defe® in his .charalter, when he was after
wards' called upon ‘to fulfil the dutiess of a
publicrand exalted ftation. co
After 1 fhort refidence in this ifland, Nicon
was chofen to accompany the chief of the ec-
cleﬁa{hcal eftablithment to Mofcow, in orde1
to raife a colleGion. for the building of a new ‘
church. He was fearcely returned from this
expedition, when, at the inftigation of the

chief, - whom he had offended during, his

§ journey,
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journey, he was compelled by the other monks ,
to retire from the ifland. He embarked in an .
open boat, with only a ﬁng]e perfon to affift
him, in an high fea: being overtaken by a
violent ftorm, he was toffed about -and in
continual danger of perithing; but was at
length driven upon' an ifland near the mouth
of the Onega. ‘

" From thlS ifland he repaired to a monaftery
upon- the contiguous continent; and- being
admitted into the fociety, inftead of inhabit=
ig an apartment in the convent, he, in imi-
tation of his former - folitude, conftru&ted a
feparate ' cell on an adjacent ifland; where
\l’e\lvcd upon the fifh that he caught with
‘his own hands, and never vifited the monaf-
tery. but during the timé of divine fervice.
By this reclufe and . mgid way of life he was
held in' fuch high effeern by the biethren,
that upon the death of their fuperior th‘e’y
unanimoufly raifed him to the vacant dignity,
He continued in this capacity for three years,
when, being. drawn by fome family affairs to”
Mofcow, he  was cafually prefented to the
tzar Alexty Michaelovitch ; who was fo capa
tivated with ‘his various talents, extenfive

learning, and natural eloquence, as to detain
him at Mofcow, and to take him under his
. immedjate

]
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.immediate protection. Within lefs than five
years he was fucceflively created archimandrite
or abbot of the Novofpatﬂ;oi convent ; arch-
bithop of Novogorod ; and patriarch of Ruf-
fia. He deferved thefe rapid promotions by
a rare aflfemblage of - extraordinary qualities,
which evén his enemies allow him to have
poflefied ; undaunted courage, irreproachable
morals, exalted charity, comprehenfive learn-
ing, and commanding eloquence.

. While archbithop of Novogerod, to which
dignity he was raifed in’ 1649, he gave a me-
morable inftance of his firmnefs and difcre-
tion. " During a tumult in that city, the Im-
perial governor, prince Feodor Kilkof, jodkd
refuge in the archiepifcopal palace againft the
fury of the infurgents; who, burfting open
the gates, threatened inftant pillage if the
governor was' not delivered to them without
delay. Nicon, inftead of acceding to their
demand, boldly advanced into theimidft of
them, and exhorted them to peace. The
populace, inflamed to madnefs by the pre-
Jatc’s. appearance, “transferred their rage from
‘the governor to him; -affiulted him with.
ftones ; dragged him by the hairy and offered
every- {pecies of violence and indignity. to his
perfon. 'Béing conveyed- to the palace in 2

9 ' ftate’
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ftate of infenfibility, he was recovered by
immediate affiftance; but, regardlefs of the
imminent danger from which he had juft
efcapéd, he perfifted in his refolution, either
to appeafe the tumult, or perith in the at:
tempt. With this defign, as if devoting
himfelf to certain death, he confefled and re-
ceived the facrament, and repaired to the town-
houfe, where the infurgents were affembled.
He confounded them by his prefence; fof-
tened them into repentance by a_firm, but
pathetic, addrefs; and, perfuading them to,
difperfe, tranquillity was inftantly reftored to
the town, which the moment before had ex-
bited a fcene of confufion and uproar.
This calm, however, was of no long dura-
tion : .the fedition,” which had been thus al-
layed by the fpmt and eloquence of Nicon,
bemg fomented by the ringleaders of "the
tumult, broke into open rebellion: many of
the inhabitants renounced their allegiance to
the tzar; and -propofed to deliver the town
into the hands of the king of Poland. ‘The
prelate, however, undaunted' by .this change in
their fentiments, did not difcontinue his efforts
to bring them back to their duty : his remon-
ftrances and exhortations gradually prevalled
many flocked to his. palace, defiring his in-
Vor.II. - C tercefﬁon
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terceflion with their enraged fovereign; and
though the remainder of the infurgents block- -
ed up all the avenues to the town, yet he
contrived, at the peril of his life, to fend
information to the tzar. Being armed, by a
.commiffion from Mofcow, with full powers,
he by a vigorous exertion of his authority,
but without the effufion of blood, finally
quelled the rebellion. To him was comiit-
ted the trial of the rebels, and the abfolute
difpofal of life and death ; an office which he
executed with as much’ judgment as lenity.
The leader of the fedition was alone punifthed.
with death; ten of his moft mutinous adhe-

rents were knooted and banifhed ; and
others were condemned to a fhort imprifon-
ment. Nicon nobly forgave the outrage
committed againft his own perfon ;- and in
chaftizing the public offence tempered ,the
feverity of juftice with the feelings of hu-

manity. ‘ !

He gained the refpect of the inhabitants.
by the unwearied affiduity with lvhich he
performed- the fun&ions of his archiepifcopal
office ; and conciliated their affeGion’ by acts
of unbounded charity. He built and'endowed
alms-houfes for widows, old men, and or-
phans: was the great patron of ‘the indigent ;
the
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the zealous proteor of the lower clafs of
men againft the oppreflions of the great;
and during' a dreadful famine, appropriated
the revenues of his fee to the general relief
of the poor.

He was no lefs confpicuous in the vigilant
- difcharge of the high duties of his patriarchal
office, to which he was. appointed in 1652,
only in the 39th year of his age. He infti-
tuted feminaries for the inftruction of priefts .
in the Greek and Latin languages ; he en- -
fched  the patriarchal library with many
rare ecclefiaftical and claflical manufcripts
drawn from a convent at Mount Athos. By
\a.ﬂd.]lxgent revifal of the Holy Scriptures, and
a collation of the various editions of the Old
and New Teftament, perceiving that many
errors had crept into the printed copies of
the Bible and Liturgy ufed for divine fervice ;
he prevailed upon the tzar to fummon 2
general council of the Greek church at Mof-
cow, in which he prefided. By his argu-
" ‘'ments, authority, and influence, it was deter-
mined that the moft antient Sclavonian verfion
of the Bible was exac; and that’the errors
with which the later copies abounded fhould

be correted.  He infpected and fuperintended
- - Ca the
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the printing of 2 new edition of the Sclavonian
Bible, which was become fo rare as not to be
purchafed at any price. He removed from the
«churches the pictures of deceafed perfons,
to which many of the Ruflians offered the
moft blind adoration; he abolithed a few
ceremonies which had been carried to a moft
fuperftitious excefs: in a word, his labours
tended more to the reformation of the church,
than the united efforts of all his predeceffors
in the patriarchal chair. , .
Nor was he folely diftinguithed. in his pro-
feflional chara&ter; but proved himfelf* no
lefs qualified in a civil capacity. Notwith-
ftanding the courfe of his ftudies haddreetr-
hitherto” confined to ecclefiaftical fubjects,
and the reclufenefs of his former life feem-
ed- to impede the attainment - of political
knowledge 57 yet he was no fooner called .to
a public ftation, than his abilities expanded
%o proportion as the objects which, they em-
braced -became more numerous and impor-
tani his fagacity, fharpened b}“ continual
app 'atigl, foon rendered him mafter. of the
moft #tricate affairs ; taught him té'compre-
hend and difcriminate a variety of the moft
oppofite interefts ; and to adopt that decifive
line



c: 4, MOSCOW, - 21

line of condu& which marks the great and
ehlightened- ftatefman.  Being confulted by
the tzar upon all occafions, he foon became
the foul of his councils * ; and gained the af-
cendancy in the cabinet by the ftrength of
his reafoning, and by a vaft fuperiority of
genius, ever fertile in expedients, and zealous
to recommend’ the moit vigorous and fpirited
meafures.

After having thus attained the higheft fum-
mit of human grandeur to which a fubjeét
can arrive, he fell a vitim to popular dif-
contents, and to the cabals of a court. His
fall, no lefs fudden than his rife, may be traced
'ﬁ'om the following caufes. The removal of
‘the pamted images from the churches dxfguf’ced
a large party among the Ruffians fuperfti-
tiquily addicted to the adoration of their an-

*¢The influence which Nicon, from the fuperiority of
his genius, obtained jn'the tzar’s councils, perhaps induced
Voltaire, in his erroneous account of this patriarch, to de-
clare, that he « voulut elever fa chaire au-deflus du trone;
¢ non feulement il ufurpait le droit de s’affeoir dans le fenat
« 3 coté du czar, mais il pretendajt, qu’on ne pouvait faire -
“ ni la guerre ni la paix fans fon confe emerft, &c.-
Hift. de Pierre le Grand, p: 74. From Voltairepthe com-
piler of the article of Ruffia, in the Univerfal Hiitory; has
adopted this idle affertion. V. XXXVIIL p. 140, -

C 3 _ceﬁors 3
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ceftors ; the correGtion of the errors in the
Liturgy and Bible; the abolition of fomé
ceremonies ; and the admiffion of a few others
(introduced, perhaps, with too much hafte,
and without paying a due deférence to the
prejudices of his countrymen), occafioned
a fchifm in the church; many perfons
averfe to all mnovatlons, and adhering to the
old tenets and ceremonies, formed a very con-
fiderable fe& under the appellation of O/
Believers, and, rifing in feveral parts, created
much difturbance to the ftate, circumiftances
naturally imputed to Nicon by his enemies,
He attracted the hatred of an .ignorant and
indolent clergy by the appointment of Gregk,
and Latin feminaries ; he raifed the envy and
~ jealoufy of the prime-minifter and courtiers
by his predominance in the cabinet, and by
the haughtinefs of his deportment; and by
the fame means he offended the tzarina %nd
her father, who were 1mp1acable 1ri‘ their re-
fentment,

All thefe various parties. uniting in one
great combination againft him, Nicon haften-
ed his fall"by a fupercilious demeanovr, which
‘occafionally bordered upon arrogance; by
trufting folely for his fupport to the’ reéhtude.
“of his conduc and the favour of his fove-

X reign ; 3
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reign ; and by difdaining to guard againft,
what he confidered, as the petty intrigues of
a court.

The only circumftance which feemed want-
ing to complete his difgrace was the lofs of
Alexey’s prote@ion; and this was at length
effeGted by the gradual, but fecret, infinuations
of the tzarina and her party; who finally
availed themfelves of an unfuccefsful war with
Poland, of which the patriarch is faid to have,
been the principal advifer, to excite the tzar’s
difpleafure againft him. Nicon, finding him-
felf excluded from the prefence of a fovereign
accuftomed to confult him-upon every emer-
gency ; and difdaining to hold the higheft
office in the’ kingdom, when he had loft
the confidence of his mafter, aftonithed the
public by 3 voluntary abdication of his pa-
triarchal «dignity. ‘'This meafure, cenfured
byemany as hafty and imprudent, and highly
expreflive of that pride which ftrongly marked
his charaCter, muft yet be efteemed manly
. and refolute; which even thofe who con-
demn cannot but admire. It may alfo admit
of great palliation, if we confider, ‘'what is
Moft probable, that the popular odium was
nfing againft him; that a’powerful party had
'zl.bfollItely, thougli fecretly, effeCtuated his

' . C 4 | difgrace ;
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difgrace ; and that, as he. forefaw his fall, he
preferred a voluntary abdication of his dignity
to a forcible depofition, chufing to refign with
fpirit what he thought he could not retain
without meannefs *

This abdication took place on the 21ft 4
of July, 1658, only fix years after he had
been created patriarch ; and he quitted that
exalted ftation with the fame greatnefs of foul
with which he had afcended it. He was per-
mitted to retain the title of patriarch, while the
funétions of his office were performed by thes
archbithop of Novogorod. He. chofe for the
place of his refidence the convent of Jerufa-
" lem, built and endowed by himfelf, which js.
fituated about the diftance of thirty miles from
the city of Mofcow. Upon his arrival at the
convent he immediately re-afflumed his for-
mer reclufe way of life, and practifed*the moft

rigid mortifications. 'The hermitage, which

. ‘ N’

bt

* This js the opinion of MayerBerg, who came to
Mofcow fix years after his abdication: After epumerating -
the caufes of his fall, he adds, « Propter qua omnia om-
« nibus exofus, et ad exilium communibus” wotis expetitus
« patrocinium nullum’ invenerit in favore Alexii, cujus
¢ animum fenfim abalienaverant ja&is in longum odiis
& uxor et focer illi ob privatas caufas infenfi,” p. 87.

+ The soth, Q, S, o
he
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he inhabited, lay about a mile from the mo-.
naftery, and is thus defcribed by an author *,
who vifited the {pot in the beginning of this
century : “ A winding flair-cafe, fo narrow
“ that one nian could hardly pafs, leads, to
“ the little chapel of about a fathom in the
“ {quare, in which the patriarch ufed to per-
‘ form his folitary worfhip. The room in
¢ which he lived was not much larger; in
¢.it hung a broad iron-plate, with a crofs of
“ brafs fixed to a heavy chain, weighing above
‘s twenty pounds, all which the faid patriarch
“ wore about his neck for twenty years, toge-
“ ther. His bed was a fquare ftone two ells
“ in length, and fcarcely one in breadth, over
“ which was" fpread nothing but a cover of
“ rufhes.” Below in the houfe was a finall
“ chlmney, in which the patriarch ufed to
“ drefs his own victuals.”

While we admire the firmnefs with which
he fupported this reverfe of fortune ; we cannot
without regret obferve a perfon of his enlight-
‘ened underftanding {ubmitting to thefe morti-
fying penances, which the moft ignorant and
fuperﬁitious Anchorite was no lefs capablé of

* Perry's State of Ruffia,v. 1. p. 140
Perfoxmm"
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performing : he did not, however, wafte his
_whole time in the performance of frivolous au-
fterities ; but employed great part of his re-
tirement in compiling a regular feries of Ruf-
fian annalifts from Neftor, the earlieft hiftorian
of this country, to the reign of Alexdy Micha-
elovitch. He purfued this plan with the fame
zeal which had diftinguithed all his other pur-
fuits. He compared and collated the nume-
rous manixfcripts ; and, after the moft diligent
examination, he digefted the whole collection
in chronological order into a work, which js
called fometimes, from its author, the Chro-
nicle of Nicon; and fometimes, from the
place where it was begun and depofited, the
Chronicle of the Convent of Jerufalem. This
compilation, the labour of twenty years, is
jultly efteemed, by the beft Ruffian hifto=
rians, a work of the greateft ufe and autho-
rity ; and was confidered, -by its venerable
author, of fuch importance to the hiftory of
his country ; that, in the true fpirit of enthu-
fiafm, he begins the performance by anathe-
matizing all thofe who fhould attempt to alter

the minuttft expreffion.
The innocent manner in which he feems
to have paffed his time could not protéct him
h from
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from the further perfecutions of his enemies ;
who were apprehenfive, that while he retained,
the name of patriarch he might be reinftated
in his former dignity. - Repeated complaints
were lodged againft him; every difturbance,
occafioned by the old believers, was made a
matter of ferious accufation; not only his
former condu& was dilcuflfed and arraigned;
but new crimes were invented to render him
{till more obnoxious. He was accufed of ex-
preffing himfelf in a difrefpectful manner of the
trar, in a letter to the patriarch of Conftantino-
ple; of holding a treafonable correfpondence
with the king of* Poland ; ‘and of receiving
bribes from the fame monarch.

The" tzar, continually befet by the patri-
arch’s enemies, was prevailed upon to pro-
ceed to the moft violent extremities againft
him, With this view he convened, in 1666,
a general council of the Greek and Ruffian
clergy at Mofcow ; who, after a fhort deli-
beration, formally depofed Nicon from the
patriarchal fee, and banithed him to a diftant
convent. The principal caufe affigned for
this depofition was, that Nicon, having by
his voluntary abdication mcanly deferted his

ﬁOCk, was unworthy to ﬁll the patrlarchal
chair ;
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chair ; and this -allegation is a fufficient proof
that the other crimes were malicioufly imput-
ed to him, circulated merely to prejudice the
tzar, and to influence the judges againft him :
for if he had been found guilty of a treafon-
able correfpondence; that alone would have
been 2 much better plea for his depofition and
imprifonment, than a trifling charge drawn
from his’ voluntary abdication. In confor-
mity to his fentence, Nicon was degraded to
the condition of a common monk, and im-
prifoned in the convent of Therapont, in the
government of Bielozero. His confinement
was for fome time extremely rigorous; be-
caufe, confcious of his own integrity, he per-
fifted in a denial of guilt, and refufed to accept
a pardon for crimes which he had never com-
mitted. Upon the death of Alexey in 1676,
Feodor, probably at the 1n£hcrat10n of his
prime-minifter prince _Gahtzm, the pairon
and friend of genius, permitted Niqﬁpn to re-
move to the convent of St. Cyril in'ithe fame
government, where he enjoyed the moft per-

fe&t liberty. I
Nicon furvived his depofition fifteen years.
In 1681 he requefted and obtained permlﬁion
o return to the convent of Jefufalem, that he
might
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might end his days in" that favourite fpot;

but he expired upon. the road near Yaroflaf,
in the 66th year of his age. His remains

were tranfported to that convent ; and buried

with all the ceremonies which are ufual at

the interment of patriarchs *.

* For the Hiftory of Nicon, I have followed Muller in
his Nachricht von Novogorod in S. R. G. vol, V.
p- 541 to 559. L’Evefque has alfo drawn from the fame
fource a fpirited and candid account of this great patriarch,
to which I acknowledge myfelf indebted for a few reflec-

v,:tions. Hift, de Ruflie, v. IIL. p- 391 to 394; alfo 417
10 430.

CHAP.
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CHAP V.,

Ruffian archrves. — Englith flate-papers.
Commencement of the connellion between the
courts of London and Mofcow,— Corre-
Jpondence between queen Elizabeth and the
tzar Ivan Vaffilievitch II.—His demand of
the lady Anne Haftings in marriage.~Ac-
count of that negotiation.—Other difpatches.
w— leiter from the emperor Maximilian ).
zo Vaffili Ivanovitch—~—Rife. of the title of
tzar.—Negotiation between Peter the Great
and the European courts relative to the title
of emperor. — Univerfity. — Syllabus of the
leGtures.— Account of Matthzi's Catalogue
of the Greek manuferipts in the library of
the Holy Synod.—Hymn to Ceres attributed
to Homer, &c. Ge.

['R. Muller obligingly accompamed us

to the place in the Khitaigood, where
the public- archives. are depofited: it is a
ftrong brick building, containing feveral vault-
ed apartments. with iron ﬂoors Thefe ar-
chives, confifting of a numerous- colle&tion of
flate-papers, were crouded into boxes, and
thrown afide like common lumber ;. until the
" prefent
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prefent emprefs ordered them to be revifed

and arrangéd. In conformity to this man-

date, Mr. Muller has difpofed them in chro-~

nological order, with fuch perfet regularity,

that any fingle document may be infpetted

with little trouble. They are enclofed in

feparate cabinets with glafs doors: thofe re-

lative to Ruffia are all clafled according to'

the feveral provinces which they concern;

. and over each cabinet is infcribed the name
‘of the province to which it is appropriated.
“in the fame manner the manufcripts relative
to' foreign kingdoms are placed in feparate

divifions under the refpe&ive titles' of Poland, .

"Sweden, England, France, Germany, &ec.
The papers which concerned my native coun-

try firft engaged my attention. The earlieft
correfpondence between the fovereigns -of

England and Ruffia commenced about the

middle of the 16th century, foon after the dif-

' covery of Archangel, and chiefly relates to’
the permiffion of trade grarited exclufively to
‘the Englith company of merchants fettled in
this country. The firft record is-an ériginal
letter of Philip and Mary to Ivan Vafiilie-
vitch II. acknowledging the receipt of a dif-
patch tranfmitted to England by his embafia-
~dor Ofef Niphea; and returning thanks for
the
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the liberty of opening a free trade throughout
the Ruflian dominions. The charter of pri=
vileges granted by the fame tzar to’ the
Englith merchants, together with the nume-
rous letters which he received from Elizabeth,
are all preferved in this colletion ; and moft
of theém are publifhed in Hackluyt’s Voyages :
I obferved one, however, not to be found in
that work, it is dated the 18th of May, 1570,
and Elizabeth, among other expreflions of
friendfhip, offers to Ivan Vafiilievitch, in cafe
he fhould be compelled by an infurretion t»
quit his country, an -afylum. for himfelf and
family in England. This letter was figned
by Elizabeth in the prefence of her fecret
council i amongft the fignatures I noticed the
names of Bacon, Leycefter, and Cecil.

Some hiftorians having afferted, that the
tzar Ivan Vaffilievitch II. camed his "perfonal
refpect for queen Elizabeth {o far as to be one
of her fuitors, while Camden only relates that
he propofed to marry lady Anne Haftings,
daughter of the earl of Huntmo‘qlon, my. cu-
noﬁty led me to make inquiries into this
‘tranfa@tion. With refpe® to any treaty
of marriage’ between the tzar and Elizabeth,.
the archives are entirely filent ; but in regard
to the intended efpoufal ‘of lady Anne Haft-

lI]gS,
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ings, they furnithed the following carious
particulars.

The firft hint of this match feems to
have been fuggefted by Dr. Robert Jacob
a phyfician, whom Elizabeth in 13581, at
the tzai’s. defire; fent to Mofcow. Dr.
Jacob, not ‘unacquainted with the ficklene(s
of Ivan ‘in his amours, and his .defire of
contracting an alliance with a foreign prin-
cefs, extolled, in the moft extravagant terms,
the beauty, accomplifhments, and rank of lady
#fne Haftings ; and actually infpired the tzar
with a ftrong inclination to efpoufe her, al-
though he had juft married his Afth wife
Mana Feoderofna. Dr. Jacob reprefented
this lady as a niece of the queen,.and daugh-
ter of an independent prince; both which
circumftances being falfe, ‘feem to prove that
he a&ed from his own fuggeftions,- without
the leaft autnouty from Elizabeth. The
tzar, fired by his defcription, difpatched Gre-
-gory erfemﬂcm, a Ruffian nobleman of the
firft diftinGion, to England, to make. a formal
demand of the lady for his wife. It appears
by his inftructions, that he was ordered, after
a conference with the queen, to procure an
interview with the lady ; obtain her portrait ;
and inform himfelf of the rank and fituation

Vor. IL D of
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of her family: he was then to requeft that
an Englith embaflfador might return with him
to Mofcow, with full powers to adjuft the
conditions of the marriage. If an objetion
fhould be raifed, that Ivan was’ already mar-
ried, he was dire€ted to anfwet, that the tzar,
having efpoufed a fubje®, was at liberty to
divorce her; and if it was afked, what pro-
vifion fhould be made for the children by lady.
Anne Haftings; he was inftructed to reply,
that Feodor the eldeft prince was undoubtedly
heir to the throne, but that her childred
thould be amply endowed. |
Pirfemfkoi, in confequence of thefe orders,
repaired to London; had an audience of Eli-
zabeth ; faw lady Haftings, who bad juft
recovered from the fmall-pox; procured her
portrait; and returned to Mofcow in 1583,
accompanied with an Englith embaffador, Sir
~ Jerome Bowes. The latter,\who was 2 per-
fon of a capricious dlprdthﬂ, at. his firft in-
terview greatly offended ‘the tzar by his free-
dom of {pecch; "and more particularly as. he
was not commiffioned to give a final’affent to
the marriage, but only to recéive.a more ex-
plicit’ offer, and tranfmit it to- the queen.
The tzar, little accuftomed to brook delay,
declared, “ that no obftacle fhould prevent
X « him
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“ him from marrying fome kinfwoman of
“ her majefty’s; that he fhould fend again
« into England to have {fome one of them to
“ wife ; adding, that if her majefty would.not,
“ upon his next embafly, fend him fuch an
“ one as he defired, himfelf would then go
“ into England, and carry his treafure with
 him, and marry omte of them there.” Sir
Jerome Bowes, probably in conformity to his
inftrutions, threw every obftacle in the way
of the marriage: inftead of fpeakmg favour-
ably of lady. Haftings, he .mentioned her per-
fon with indifference, and denied that the
was any relation to the queen; adding, with
forne marks ‘of contempt, that his miftrefs
had many fuch nieces. By thefe means the
affair was fufpended; and the negotiation
was fimlly terminated by the death of the
tzagr in the beginning of the following
year. -

It appears from thefe archives, that the
correfpondence between the Ruffian and
Englifh fovereigns, which began in the reign
of Ivan, by no means ceafed upon his demife.
The amity, indeed,. between the two courts
was fo firmly eftablithed, that Charles I. fent
a corps of troops; under colonel Sanderfon, to

the affiftance of Michael Feodorovitch, againit
D2 - Ladiflaus
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Ladiflaus king of Poland; and Alexey Mi-
chaelovitch occafionally furnithed Charles, in
the period of his greateft diftrefs, with money
and. corn. The laft letter from our un-
fortunate fovereign to Alexey is dated Ifle of
Wight, June 1, 1648, and was written- during
his confinement in Carifbrook-Caftle. I ob-
ferved one from Charles II. to the fame tzar,
announcing the execution of his father: it is
dated September the 16th, 1649, and was
brought to Mofcow by Lord Culpepper.

During the ufurpation of Cromwell, Ale'xéy'
maintained a conftant correfpondence with the
exiled Charles.. He was accuftomed to de-
clare, that all monarchs ought to efteem the
caufe of Charles I. as their own; and fhould
not, by countenancing an ufurper, encourage
fubjé@s to rebel againft their king. In con-
formity to thefe fentiments he refufed, for
fome time *, to hold any intercourfe with
the proteé‘cor and thefe archlvcs cog’iam no,
letters between Cromwell and the tzar.

* 1 fay for ﬁme time 5 for although, if I righti&r remem-
ber, thefe archives contain no difpatches between the tzar
and Cromwell, yet it is certain,.that afterwards, Alexéy
maintained a correfpondence with the protettor;rand had
once confented to receive his embaffadors at Mofcow.
This will fully appear in the chapter on the Rife and Pro-
grefs of the Englith Trade to Ruflia in the next volume.

The
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The reftoration of Charles II. renewed the
friendly harmony between the two courts;
and as from ‘this interval the difpatches re-
ceived from England were {o numerous, that
. it would have required feveral days to have
cxammed them' with any degree of attention ;
I was compelled to retire W1thout having fuffi-
ciently fatisfied my curiofity. Thefe papers ¥,
as they contain a complete hiftorical. feries
of the alliances, conne&tion; . correfpondence,
and commerce, between Ruffia and England,
“could not fail of forming a very interefting
publication, if they were printed in chrqnologx-,
-cal order, and interfperfed with hiftorical ob-
fervations. ‘

I had fcarcely time to take a glance of the
numerous -ftate-papers which relate to the
other European powers; but the keeper of
thg archives did not omit pointing out to me
one document of great importance in the

’

* Thefe papers appeared fo curious, that foon after my
arrival at Peterfburgh, I obtained, by the kind interceffion
of Sir James Harris, permiffion from count Panin to have
them copied. But the demands of the copyift being greatly
difproportionate to my finarices, I was unwillingly obliged
to relinquifh my defign; and I muft leave to fome richer
;rhveller the happinefs of difplaying to the public this zrea-
furé of. political information,

D 3 - hiftory
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hiftory of Ruffia: ] allude to the famous

letter, written in the German tongue ¥, from
Maximilian 1. emperor of Germany, to Vaffili
Ivanovitch, confirming a treaty . of alliance
offenfive and defenfive againft Sigifmond king
of Poland. The difpatch, which is dated
'Auguft the 4th, 1514, and is ratified with
the feal of the golden-bull, is remarkable
becaufe Maximilian addrefles Vaffili by calling
him Kayfer und Herr{cher aller Ruffen ; Em-
peror and ruler of all the Ruffias. This
deed, which was difcovered by baron Sha~
virof in the archives about the beginning
of this century, is faid to have firft fuggefted
to Peter the idea of affuming the appellation
of emperor ; and of formally demanding that
it ‘thould never be omitted by the European
courts. The claiim gave rife to various ne-
gotiations, and occafioned a curious contyo-
verly ambr;g the learned, concerning the rife
and progrefs of the titles by which " the
monarchs of this country have been diftin-
guithed. From their refearches, it! appeared
that the eaily fovereigns of Ruffia were called

1

* The reader will find a copy of the .o'rigitllfal German
in Weber’'s Verandertes Rufsland, v. L. 'p. 357; and 3
faithful tranflation in Perry’s State of Ruffia, p, 258.- -

| greaf-

M
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great-dukes; and that Vaffili Ivanovitch *
was probably the firt who ftyled himfelf
tzar, an expreflion which, in the ‘Sclavonian
language, fignifies king; and that his fuc-
ceffors continued to bear within their own
dominions that title as the meft honourable
appellation, until Peter the Great firft took
that jof Povélite/, or emperor. It is never-
thjlfs as certain, that the foreign courts +f in
thelr intercourfe with that of Mofcow, ftyled
the fovereign indifcriminately great-duke, tzar,
and emperor 3. 'With refpe@ to England in
pagticular, we know for certain, that in
Chancellor’s Account of Ruffia, fo early as

* The appellation of tzar was not taken, as fome
authors - fuppofe, from the Tartars, when Ivan conquered
Cafan, for the prince of Cafan was called "Khan.

+ This is afferted upon the pofitive téftimonj of Her~
begftein ; and his authority is unqueftionable, becaufe, as
he was twice embaffador to Mofcow, the firft time to
Vaffili Tvanovitch, and afterwards to Ivan Vaffilievitch II.
he muft have been acquainted with the titles borne by thefe
two fovereigns. Other authors fuppofe that his fon Ivan
was the firft who affumed the title of tzar. .

1 According to Mayerberg, the title of Ale:key Mi-
chaelovitch prefixed to his Code of Laws, was <« Tzar, €t

“ Magnus Dux totius Ruffie 'Autrocator,” Iter ip
‘Mof. p. 113,

D4 the
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the ‘middle of the fixteenth century, Ivan
Vaffilievitch II. is called lord and emperor
of all Ruffia; and in the Englith difpatches,
from the reign of Elizabeth to” that of Anne,
he, is generally addrefled under the fame ap-
pellation. We may at the fame time re~
mark, that when the European powers ftyled
the tzar emperor of Mufcovy, they by no
means intended to give him a title fimil\r to
that .which was peculiar to the empe:& of
Germany ; but they beftowed upon him that
appellation as upon an Afiatic fovereign, i}
the {fame manner as we now fay the emperors
of China and Japan. When Peter, there-
fore, determined to afflume the title of em-
peror, he found no difficulty in proving that
it had been conferred upon his predeceflors by
moft of the European powers; yet, when he
was defirous of ‘affixing to.the term the Eu-
ropean fenfe, it was confidered as an inno-
vation, and was producive of morf nego-
tiations than' would have been requifite for
the termination of the moft importajit ftate:
affair. After many delays .and objections,
the principal courts of Europe confented,
-about the year 1722, to addrefs the {overeign
of Ruffia with the title of emperor, without

‘ prejudice,
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prejudice, neverthele(s, to the other crowned
heads of Europe ¥,

The

* Many authors have erroneoufly advanced, that vhe
Englith embaffador Lord Whitworth, foon after the batle

of Pultava-,' gave, by order of queen Anne, -the title of em-
peror in its European fenfe to Peter the Great. But the
2 extralls, in a difpatch of Lord Carteret to Sir

>xt, will fully ‘contradiét thefe aflertions ; and are here
rted, becaufe they will: help to throw further light upon
this fubje. The United Provinces and the king of Pruffia
had already, in 1711, acknowledged “Peter’s right to the
title of emperor : but the courts of London and Paris with-
‘held their confent. During the negotiation pending be-
tween thofe courts and Peter, feveral difpatches pafled be-
tween lord Carteret, fecretary of {tate, the cardinal Dubois,
and Sir Luke Schaube, Englith minifters ac Paris.

« Le cardinal,” writes lord Carteret, in one of his "dif-
patches to Sir Luke, dated Jan. 1721-2, < croit qu'on
“ pqurroit accorder le titre de £empereur au tzar, de ma-
¥ nierd que les couronnes n’en fuflent point prejudiciés.”

“ Le Roy [George 1] a trouvé la réponfe trds fage,
« que le cardinal a faite aux miniftres du czar touchant la
“ demande du titre demperenr.  Nous agirons de concert,
“ avec fon eminencé dans cette affaire. Et pour luy
“ donner les éclairciffements ; qu’elle fouhaite, tolichant
+ % ce qui s’%eft paffé entre la Grande Bretagne et'le czar i

“ Tegard du titre, je vous envoye un extrait, qui a été tiré
“ des regiftres de nos archives, pour luy étre communiqué.
« Les miniftres Mofcovites ne font nullement fondez en ce
« quils alleguent que ce titre a &€ accordé au czar comme

' , “ une
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The archives contain alfo thirteen volumes
of letters, journals, notes, and other manu-
fcripts,

« une partie de la fatisfaction dans I'affaire de Matueof.
<« 11 eft conftant que Y'on ne fit alors aucun changement i
& cette occafion la. '
« En examinant le ftile, dont les roys de la Grande
« Bretagne fe font fervis, en ecrivant aux czars de\Mofco-
<« vyie, on eft remonté jufqu’au tems de la reine Eljgabeth.
« On trouve qu’on leur a tolijours écrit en Angl}is, et
« que cette princefle,
An. 1559. Se fervoit du ftile & empereur et de ln’gbmy}.‘
‘An. 1616. Le roy Jaques I, de celuy dempereur et de
T majefly. ’
An, 1633. Le roy Charles I.
1666. Le roy Charles II.
1687. Jaques II. et Guillaume III, de celuy dempe-
¥653. rour de d’imperial nge/?y.
<1707, La reine Anne s’eft fervie du ftile d’emperour
et d’imperial majc/t‘y, Jufqu 2 I’an 1707, et alors
on commenga a écrire ' commander, &c. et
czaric majyiy

1708, En 1708 le.19 Juillet et le 19 Segtembre, com-
mander ct zmperzal majefly 3 et Je 9 Novembre
de la méme année emperour et Jmperzal majeffy.

"En 1709, 1710, 1711, Emperour et tmﬁerml
majefly.

"En 1712, 1713, 1714, emperouriet czarean,
ezarifb, et imperial majefly tantot I'un, tantOt’
Yautre, et fouvent czarifb, et imperial maje/ly,
dans une méme lettre. ‘

En
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fcripts, of Petér the Great, written with his
. own hand ; thefe papers fufficiently thow 'the
* indefatigable

En 17i4 le 27 Septembre, le flile de la lettre
de notification de I’avenement du roy 3 Ia
Couronne, eft, emperour et your majefly, et
dans plufieurs autres “lettres depuis ce temps
la czarifb, ou imperial majefly, et quelquefois
your majefty fimplement,

Voicy le titre entier.

To the moft high, moft potent, and moft il-
luftrious, our moft dear brother, the great
lord czar, and great-duke, Peter Alexejewitz,
of all the Greatery Lefler, and White -Ruffia,
Sclf-Upholder of Mufcovia, Kiovia, Ulodo~
miria, Novogardia, czar of Cazan, czar of
Aftrachan, czar of Siberia, lord of Plexoe,
and great-duke of Smolentko, Tueria, Ugo-
ria, Permia, Viatkya, Bolgaria, and others,
lord and great-duke of Novogardia, and of
the Lower Countries of Czernegorfky,! Re-
fanfky, Roftovelky, Yeroflave, Beloorzeriky,
Udortky, Obdorfki, Condinfki, and emperousr
of all the Northern Coafts, lord of the Lands
of Iverfky, Cartilinfky, and Gruzentky, czar:
of the Lands of Caberdinfky, Czerealky, and
duke of the Mountains, and of many other
Dominions and Countries, -Eaft, Weft, .and
North, from Father, and from Grandfather,

Heir, Lord and Conqueror. .
Lord
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indefatigable pains, with which that great
monarch noted down the minuteft circum-
ftances;

Lord Carteret, in a letter to the cardinal Dubois,
writes, ’
Le roi concoura fans difficulté avec fa majefté

trés Chretienne 2 faire ce que V. Emi

titre que le .czar demande, et un pari§
cert a faire efperer 2 ce prince une tel
plaifance pour fervir a le gagner, et Mynous
faire tirer fruits de fon ambition. Jan!
1721-2. ‘

And'in a difpatch to Sir Luke Schaube, he thus expreffes-
himfelf :

~ La coitume icy a totjours éé d’écrirc aux

czars de Mofcovie fur du velin enluming peint

‘et doré, comme on fait aux empereurs de

. Maroc et Fez, et i plufieurs autres princes

non-Europeens : lefquels felon cette coitume

feroient également fondez d’infifter fur le titre

dempereur.  On n’a jamais voulu changer

Pufage étably, quoique les Mof%%wites Iayent

fort folicité- durant Vambaffade dé¢ my lord

‘Whitworth 3" Mofcow. Ce miniftre s’excufa

' totijours ‘d’en faire la, pr0poﬁ1i,on.. Il leur

dit, qu’il leur donneroit le titre, fans difficulté,

tel 'qu’il le trouvoit €tabli ; mais qu’il ne leur

_confeilloit pas de remuér cette maticre, ni ‘de

s’eclaircir trop foigneufement fur quel pied on

Jeur donnoit ce titre. Les Mofcovites criirent

fon avis bon pour lors, ' Quand my lord

' K Whitworth

[
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ftances, that might prove ufeful in his vex-
tenfive plans for the civilization and aggran-
difement of his country. Mr. Muller has
Tately gwen to the public feveral letters and
other. pieces of this kind; which throw a
confiderable light upon the tranfattions of

Peter’s ‘reign, and afford ftriking inftances of
his pegfeverihg genius.

c. §. , M O § C.0 W,

Fgpm the archives we repaired to the
unjfferfity, alfo fituated in the Khitaigorod:
4t was founded at the inftance of count
Shuvalof, by the emprefs Elizabeth, for fix
hundred ftudents, who are clothed, boarded,
and inftrudted at the expence of the crown.
We were received, with great civility, by
the direCtor of the univerfity and profeffors,
who condu&ed us firft to the printing-office

Whitworth et Mr. ‘Pamiral Norris f{n‘ent
chargez d’une.commiffion auprez du czar i
Ami’cerdam, ils n’eiirent que des lettres de
cachet, dont-le ftile étoit wvotre majofté; les
miniftres. Ruffiens ep firent d’abord quelque
fcrupule, mais n’y infifterent pas.

Thefe extralls are drawn from Sir Luke Schaube’s State
. Papers, in the rare and ample colle@ion of the earl of
Hardwicke, a nobleman as diftinguifhed for the extent;’
a5 the liberal communication -of his. knowledge.

belonging
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. belonging to their fociety. One of the prefles
being at work, feveral fheets were ftruck off
and prefented to us as fpecimens of the Ruffian
printing : . upon 'looking at .them we were
furprized to find a complimentary addrefs to
ourfelves in the Englith and Ruffian lan-
guages, of which the -following is a fac-
Simile.

This



To face Page 46, Vol 11,

i~ Uihis Specimen- of the Ruffian print was pre-

#224 fented to the Right honourable LORD
HERBERT on his Travels thro’ Ruffia, accompany’d
by Captain Floyd & Mr. Coxe ; on their honouring
the Imperial Umverﬁty of Mofco with a frlendly vifit
thlS S | Day of September 1778. .
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. We next proceeded to the univerfity library,
which contains a {mall colle&tion of books,
and a moderate apparatus of experimental
philofophy.

Upon taking leave of the dire@or, he obli-
- gingly prefented me with a Grammar of the
“Tartar language, which is taught.'in this

fociety / a Syllabus of a year’s leGtures; and
a Catgfogue of the Greek Manufcripts in the
.of the Holy Synod.
1e following extract from the Syllabus *
will difplay to the reader the general ftudies,
and the principal books ufed in this univerfity
for the inftrution of the ftudents.

I. A courfe of lettures on the Hiftory of
the Ruffian Law, on Nettelbadianus, Syffema
unsverfe Jurifprudentie, and on the Fus Cam-
brale ; eight hours in the week. 2. OnCi-
cero’s Orations againft Catiline, the fixth.
book of Virgil's Eneid, plays of Plautus and
Terence, inftructions on the manner of writ-
ing Latin and Ruffian -verfes from the exam-
ples of Lomonofof-and Horace ; an expofition
of the panegyrical orations of Lomonofof,
together with tranflations and exercifes in

* It is entitled « Catalogus praleionum- publicarum
« in Univerfitate Caefared Mofquenfi habendarum.”

Latin
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Latin and Ruffian profe: eight hours in-the
week. 3. On arithmetic, trigonometry, and
optics, from Weidler's Mathematice Inflitu-
tionmes; and experimental philofophy from
Kruger’s Compendium. 4. On antient and
_ modern hiftory, §. Introduétion to the know-
ledge of moral philofophy, from Bielfield’s
" Inftitutes. 6.°On clinic medicine, ‘pr the
remedies ufed by antient and modern phyfi~
cians, from Vogel's Compendium. 7. O\ the
' pandects, from the Compendium of Heinecyus,
and a comparifon between the Roman and Ruf-
fian law : eight hours in the week. Profeffor
Defaitfky, who reads this leGure, teaches alfo
the Englith language from a Grammar com-
piled by himfelf: four hours in the week.
8. Logic and metaphyfics from Baumeifter’s-
logic, eight hours in the week ; and four hours
geometry and tngonometry from Weidler.
.9. On phyfic under 'the following heads;t
pathology, dietetics, and therapeutks, from
Ludwig’s Compendium. 10. On Botanyy
after the fyftem of Linnzus. 11. Anatomy
from Ludwig. 12. On the etymology, {yn-
tax, and ftyle of the French tongue: eight,
hours in the week. 13. Etymology, fyntax,
and fiyle of the German.
Befide the univerfity, there are two gym-
-nafia,
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nafia, ot feminaries, for the education of youth,
endowed alfo by Elizabeth, in which are
taught divinity, . claffics, philofophy, the-
‘Greek, Latin, Ruffian, German, French, Ita-
lian, and Tartar languages; hiftory, geogra-
phy, ‘mathematics, archite¢ture, fortification,
artillery, algebra, drawing and painting, mufic,
fencing, dancing, reading and writing. There
are twenty-three profeflors : amongft thefe,
the Syllabus informed me, that Mr. Alexief
teathes divinity two hours in the week.
Mr. Matthei, profeflor and reGor of both
feminaries, exPlains fome of Cicero’s Ora-
tions and fele&t Epiftles,” Libanius’s Letters,
Ernefti’s Oratorical Effays, Xe;zop/.’wn: Ana-
bafis, teaches the Roman antiquities from Bur-
man’s Compendium, and continues’ his ufual .
Latinexercifes upon oratory. Mr. Sinkoviki,
every morning from feven to nine, treats of
the “principles of rhetoric, particularly con-
cerning the Periodologia, both as to theory and
praltice, from Burgius's Elementa Oratoria ;
explains Cefar’s’ Commentaries and Juftin;
employs his fcholars in Latin and Ruffian
tran{lations, and 'in ‘the etymologyzand fyntax
of the Greek - tongue 'reads - Plutarch zep
IIruxne ; and, from nine to twelve on’ Mon-~
days, Wednefdays, and - Saturdays, Ovid’s

VoL II. E . Meta-
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Metamorphofis, and conneés mythology with
antient hiftory and geography. Mr. Tfher-
botaref, extraordinary profeffor -of logic and
morality, and under-librarian to the univer-
- fity, four hours in the week, comments upon
Heineeeii clementa phibofophie rationalis et mo-
ralis, as well in the original Latin, as in the
Ruffian #* tranflation, for the benefit of thofe
who are unacquainted with the Latin tongue,
Mr. Urbantki gives inftruGions in rhetoric
from the Compendium of Burgius, botl in
theory and practice, Mr. Holberftof explains
Count Teffin’s. Letters to a young prince -
The account of the Greek manufcripts in
the hbmry of the Holy Synod at Mofcow, pre~
fented to me by the direQor, bore the follow-
ing title: ¢ Notitia codicuin manufecriptorum
¢ Graecorum Bibliothecarum Mofquenfium fanc-
“ tiffimae [ynodi Ecclefrae orthodoxae Graeco~.
¢ Rufficae, cum wvariis anecdotis, tabulis aerleis et
“ indicibus Jocupletiffimis. Edidit Chriffianis
““ Fredericus Matthaei, Gymnafiorum Um'ver‘"’
“< fitatis Mofguenfis Rector. Mofquae, typis Uni=
“ verfs tatzs, Anno 1776,", folio. The author

* [is precipue, qui lingue Latina: funt ignari, nec fus
ftudia academica in umverﬁtate ultzrius profequi pofTunt,
t The prefent king of Sweden when prince royal.

v ) v ig
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is Chriftian Frederick Matth=zi, a leamed"
German, who was educated at Leipfic under
the celebrated Ernefti; and being drawn %g.
Mofcow by the liberality of the emprefs,’ \'Qr\asf
appointed a profeﬂ'or of this univerfity. Soon
after his arrival in this city, he turned his
firft attention to the ftate of Greek learning in
this country; and being informed that the
library of the Holy Synod contained a large
and curious colleGtion of Greek manufcripts,
the -greateft part of which had, at the fuggeﬁ-
tion of the patriarch Nicon, and at the ex-
pence of Alexéy Michaelovitch, been collected
by the monk Arfenius from the monaftery of
Mount Athos, he nnmedxately exp,ored ‘this
literary treafure.

As a catalogue of thefe manufcripts, pub2
lithed by Athanafius Schiada, by order of Peter
the Great, was exceedingly inaccurate, Mat-
thei, who had difplayed his erudition by fe-
veral excellent editions * of the Claffics, was
encouraged, by Prince Potemkin, the great
patron of antient literature, who defrayed the
eXpence of the publication, to undertake ‘this

* The late ingenious Mr. Harris has enumerated the
editions publehed by Mr. Matthzi. FPhilol Inquiries,

P 564- '
Ez work
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work upon a more "extenfive plan. Accord-
ingly, in 1776, the learned editor gave to the
public this firft. part of the performance, in
which he has laid down a very accurate and
circumftantial detail of fifty-one manufcripts,
accompanied with many judicious remarks
and critical inquiries. He defcribes the ma-
terials upon which each manufcript is written ;
fpecifies its age, contents, and author, the
number “of pages it contains, and the two
words with which it begins and ends: he
points out alfo the particular perfons into
whofe pofleffion it had fucceflively paffed.
The author propofes to continue the publica-
tion at different intervals until he has finithed
the account. But as it would require many
years thus minutely to detail and defcribe. all
the manufcripts, whofe number amounts to
502 ; the learned author has, in the mean
while, favoured the public with a cornplete
catalogue, in a lefs. circumftantial manner,
under the following title: * Index \codicum
“ manuferiptorum Graecorum) Bibliothecarum
“ Mofguenfium fanctiffimae Synodi ecclofiae or-
“ thodoxae « Graeco-Ru/ficae : edidit Chriftianus
“ Fridericus. Matthaci.  Petropol, typis Aca-
“ demiae Scientiarum, 1780,” 4t0.” To this

2 L index
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index is prefixed a very fatisfattory and com-
prehenfive introduction ; in which, after hav-
ing informed us that he compiled it for the
ufe of prince Yufapof, an enthuafiaft in Greek
literature, he enters into a fhort account of
the principal manufcripts. Among thefe he
enumerates feveral of the Septuagint, and one
in particular of the Books of Kings, which is
of the ninth century, and contains, in fome’
places, many various readings, materially dif-
fering from the printed editions. He men-
tions alfo feveral of the New Teftament;
fome accompanied with antient commentaries,
which have never been publifhed, and which
the i ingenious author has tranfcribed, collated,
and prepared for the prefs. The moft an-
tient of thefe, containing the New Teftament,
was written at different periods ; the firft part
fo carly as the feventh or eighth century,
and ‘the remainder in the twelfth and thir-
teenth. "He adds, that this collection, al-
though chiefly confined to theological {ubjetts,
is by no means deficient in the claffics;
among which he particularly mentions Homer,
Afchylus, Sophocles, Demofthenes, AEfchines,
Hefiod, Paufanias, Plutarch, and a moft beau-
tiful Strabo, which he has collated for
the néw edition of that "author, preparing
E3 for
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for the Clarendon prefs by Mr. Falkener of
Oxford *.

In this library of the Holy Synod Mr. Mat-
thei difcovered an antient hymn of Ceres in
a manufcript of Homer, written about the
conclufion of the fourteenth century, but
which he fuppofes to have been a tranfcript
from a moft antient and 'valuable copy : this
manufcript, befide a fragment of the Iliad,
contained the fixteen hymns ufually attributed
to Homer, in the fame order as they are ge-
nerally printed, At the end of ‘the fixteenth
he found twelve verfes of an hymn to Bacchus,
and an hymn to Ceres, which, excepting thg
laft part, was entire. Mr. Matthei, well
acquainted with the delays which would have
attended the publication' at Mofcow, fent a
copy of the hymn to the celebrated Ruhnke-
nius, of the univerfity of Leyden, who gave
it to the public in 1780; and, as by miftake
twerity lines had been omitted, he put forth
a fecond edition the following year . |

* It was a confiderable difappointmerit to me,' 'that'
Mr. Matthzi was abfent from Mofcow during my| con=
tinuance in that city, as I fthould have derived great mfor-'

mation from_ his acquamhnce. I have likewife to regret,
that, on account of his abfence, I could not obtain a fight

of thefe manufcripts,
+ Homeri Hymnus in Cererem nunc prxmum edxtus a

Davide Ruhskenio,
The
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The learned editor has prefixed a critical
difquifition upon this hymn, in which he
afferts that it is undoubtedly of great anti-
quity, and written, if not by Homer himfelf,
yet certainly by a very diligent imitator of
his ftyle and phrafeology. The exprefs tef-
timony of Paufanias, who repeatedly mentions
that Homer had compofed an hymn to Ceres,
may perhaps feem to fome readers a ftrong
argument, that it is the genuine production
of the great author whofe name it bears : and
yet the joint opinion of the two antient
grammarians ¥, quoted by Ruhnkenius in
his preface, may be thought of fufficient
weight to counterbalance the fingle evidence
of Paufanias ; whofe judgment (as the editor
has well obfetved) in this cafe is of the lefs
value, becaufe he has, without difcrimination,
adjudged the reft of the Homeric hymns to
the r:eputed parent, many of which bear much
fironger marks of a lefs honourable  origin,
than this compofition in queftion. Though
the ftyle and plan of this hymn appears to
me (as' well as to the celebrated editor) infe-
rior to Homer, and in fome places unworthy ’

* P. VII. & VIIL Scholiaftes Nicandri ad Alexiph.—
Grammaticus vetus apud Allatium de Patr. Hom. &co

Praf, E . ~ of
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of him; yet this argument, depending on the
tafte and feelings of the reader, will not
operate on ._all with equal force ; nor will even
they who allow its inferiority to the other
productions of the divine poet, be immedi-
ately inclined to grant the conclufion, -that it
is not his work ; becaufe that objection may
be removed by fuppofing, that Homer might
in one particular compofition fall below
his ufual ftandard of perfection. A ftronger
proof againft its originality may be drawn from
the words, ’phrafes, and inflexions occurring
in this poem, which are either of a'later date
than the age of Homer, or not ‘found in his
unfufpeted works. Some of thefe the editor

has enumerated *,

* The hymn to Ceres has fuffcred many mutilations
and corruptions. It may not be improper to produce an
inftance. Among otber particulars, in which this hymn
refembles the Iliad and Odychy, one of the moft confpi-
cuoys is that pronenefs to iteration, which makés a dnﬁm—
guithing feature of Homer. The author of this hymn, from
V. 443 to 447 inclufive, mentions the promifes which
Juplter commiffions Rhea to make m his name to Ceres ; 3
thefe Rhea repeats, V. 461—464. “The 465th verfd con-
fifting of the fame words with the 447th, the copier of the
poem abfurdly tranfcribed the five following lmes (v 448

=—452), and probably omitted at leaft as many, whlch
ongmally conneéted this part with the fequel.

The
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The claffical reader, who is defirous of fur-~
ther information relative to the genuinenefs
of this -antient poem, is referred to the laft

edition of the hymn by Ruhnkenius, and to
the preface of Mr. Hole’s Tranflation *.

* Homer’s Hymn to Ceres tranflated into Englifh verfe
by Richard Hole, LL. B.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VL

Retail trade in the Khitaigorod.—Market for '
the fale of houfes— Expedition ufed in building
waoaen fiructures—Excellence of the police
in cafes of riot or fire—Chefs very com-
ron in Ruflia—Adccount of the Foundling
Hofpital.—Excurfion to the monaftery of the

" Holy Trinity.—Delays of the poft—De-
[feription of the monaftery—Tomb of Maria
titular queen of Livonia—The biftory of that
queern and of her bufband Magnus.—Tomb
-and charaéter of Boris Goduncf,

OSCOW is the centre of the inland

commerce of Ruffia, and particularly
connes the trade betweecn Europe and Si-
beria. - '
The navigation to thls city is formed folely
by the Motkva, thch, falling into the Occq
near Colomna, communicates by means of
that river with the Volga*. But, asy| the -
Moikva is only navigable in Spring, upon

t
* For the communication of the Volga with the Baltic,
fev-the chapter on the Inland Navigation of Ruﬂia in the

siexy volume,
’ the
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the melting of the fnows, the principal mer-
chandize is conveyed to and from Mofcow
upon {ledges in winter.

The whole retail commerce of this: city is
carrted on in the Khitaigorod, where, accord-
ing to a ,cuftom common in Ruffia, as well as
in moft kingdoms of the Eaft, all the fhops
are collected together in one fpot. The place-
1s like a kind of fair, confifling of many rows
of low brick buildings; the interval between
them refembling alleys. Thefe fhops or
booths occupy a confiderable fpace; they do
not, as with us, make part of the houfes in-
habited by the tradefmen, but are qilite de-
" tached from their dwellings, which for the
moft part are at fome diftance’ in another
quarter of the town. The tradefman comes
to his thop in the morning, remains there all
day, and returns home to his family in ‘the
afternoon. Every trade has its feparate de-
partment ; and they who fell the fame goods
. have booths adjoining to cach other. Furs
and fkins form the moft confiderable article
of commerce in Mofcow; and the fhops
which vend thofe commodities occupy feveral
ftreets.

Among the curiofities of Mofcow, I muit
not omit the market for the fale of houfes.

8 It
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It is held in a large open fpace in one of
the fuburbs, and exhibits a' great variety of
ready-made boufes, thickly ftrewed upon the
ground The purchafer who wants a dwell-
ing, repairs to this {pot mentions the num-
ber of rooms he requires; examines the dif-
ferent timbers, which are regularly numbered ;
and bargains for that which fuits his purpofe.
The houfe is fometimes paid for upon the
{pot, and taken away by the purchafer; or
fometimes the vender contradts to tranfport
and eret it upon the place where it is defign-
.ed to ftand. It may feem incredible, that a
dwelling may be thus bought, removed, raif-
ed, and inhabited, within the {pace of a week ;
but it will appear eafily praticable by con-
fidering that thefe ready-made boufes are in
general merely collettions of trunks of trees,
tenanted and mortaifed at each extremity into
one another, fo that nothing more is required
than the labour of tranfporting and adJuf’ung
them. |
. But this fummary mode of building is not
always peculiar to the’ meaner hovel$l; as
wooden ftrutures of very large dimenfions
and handfome appearance are occafionally
‘formed in Ruffia with an expedition, almoft
inconceivable to the inhabitants of other
| countries,
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countries. A remarkable inftanceé of this
difpatch was difplayed the laft time the em-
prefs came to Mofcow. Her majefty pro-
pofed to refide.in the manfion of prince Ga-
litzin, which is efteemed the completeft edifice
in this city; but as it was not fufficiently
‘{pacious for her reception, a temporary ad-
dition of wood, larger than the original houfe,
and containing a magnificent fuite of apart-
ments, was begun and finithed within the
fpace of fix weeks. This meteor-like fabrick
was fo handfome and commodious, that the
materials were taken down at her majefty’s
departure, in order to be re-conftructed, upon
an eminence near the city, as a kind of impe-
rial villa.

In Mofcow I obferved an admirable police
for preventing riots, or for ftopping the con-
courfe of people in cafe of fires, which are
very frequent and violent in thofe parts, where
the houfes are moftly of wood, and the ftreets
are laid with timber. At the entrance of
each fireet there is a chevaux-de-frize gate,
one end whereof turns -upon a pivot, and
the other rolls upon a wheel; near it is a
centry-box, in which a man is occafionally

ftationed. In times of riot or fire the centinel
a {huts
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fhuts the gate and all paffage is nnmemately
ftopped.

Chefs is fo common in Ruffia, that durmg
our continuance at Mofcow, I fcarcely entered
into any company where parties were not
engaged in that diverfion ; and I very frequent-
ly obferved, in my paffage through the freets,
the tradefmen and common people playing it
before the doors of their fhops or houfes.
The Ruflians are efteemed great proficients
in chefs. With them the queen has, in ad-
dition to the other moves, that of the knight,
which, according to Phillidor, {poils the game,
but which certainly renders it more compli-
cated and difficult, and of courfe more inter-
efting. ‘The Ruffians have alfo a method of
playing at chefs with four perfons at the
fame. time, two againft two; and for this
purpofe the board is longer than ufual, con-
tains more men, and is provided with a
greater number of f{quares. I was informed,
that this mode of playing is more difficult,
but far more agreeable, than the common
manner. ' : |

Among the public inflitutions of Mofcow,
the moft remarkable is the Foundling Hof-
pital, endowed in 1764 by the prefent emprefs,
and fupported by voluntary contributions and

legacies,
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legacies, and other charitable gifts. In order
to encourage donations, her majefty grants
to all benefactors fome valuable privileges, and
a certain degree of rank in proportion to the
extent of their liberality. Among the princi-
pal contributors is a private merchant, named
. Dimidof *, a perfon of great wealth, who has
expended in favour of this charity about’
£.200,000. The hofpital, which is fituated
in a very airy part of the town upona gentle
afcent near the river Mofkva, is an immenfe
pile of building of a quadrangular hape, only
part of which was finithed when we were at
- Mofcow. It contained, at that time, 3000
foundlings ; and, when the whole is comple-
_ted, will receive 8o00.

The children are brought to the porter’s
lodge, and admitted without any recommen-
dation. “The rooms are lofty and large; the
dormiftories, which are feparate from the work
' rooms, are very airy, and the beds are not croud-
ed: each foundling, even each infant, has a fepa-
rate bed ; the bedfteads are of iron; the theets are
changed every week, and the linen three times

* The anceftors of this gentleman firft difcovered and
worked the richeft mines of Siberia; from whence his
family acquired immentfe riches.

a week.
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a week: In going over the rooms, I was par-
ticularly ftruck with their neatnefs ; even the
nurferies were uncommonly clean, and with-
out ary unwholefome fmells. No cradles
are allowed, and rocking is particularly for-
bidden. The infants are not fwaddled ac-
cording to the cuftom of the country, but
loofely drefled.

The direCtor obligingly favoured us with
his company, and thewed us the foundlings
at their refpe@ive works. Immediately upon
his appearance the children crouded round
him; fome took hold of his arm ; fome held
by his coat ; others kiffed his hand, and they
all exprefled the higheft fatisfaction. Thefe
natural and unfeigned marks of regard were
the moft convincing proofs of his mildnefs
and good-nature ;. for children, when il ufed,
naturally crouch before thofe who have the
management of them. I could be no judge
merely in vifiting the hofpital, whether the
children were well inftru&ed, and the /regula-
tions well obferved ; but I was perfeGly con-
vinced, from their behaviour, that rhe{y were
in general happy and contented, and could
perceive froni their looks that they wére re-
markably healthy. This latter circumftance
muft be owing to the uncommon care, which

is
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is paid to cleanlinefs both in their perfons

'and rooms.

The foundlings are divided into feparate
clafles, according to their refpeCtive ages
The children remain in the nurfery two years,
at the end of which term they are admitted
into the loweft clafs ; the boys and girls con-
tinue together until they are feven years of
age, at which period they are feparated. Both
fexes are inftructed in reading, writing, and
cafting accounts. The boys are taught to
knit ; they occafionally card hemp, flax, and
wool, and work in the different manufaures,
The girls learn to knit, net, and perform all
kinds of needle-work ; they fpin and weave
lace ; and are employed in cookery, baking,
and houfe-work of all forts. .

At the age of fourteen the foundlings enter
into the firft clafs; and have then the liberty
of chufing any particular branch of trade:
for which purpofe there are different fpecies
of manufactures cftablithed in the hofpital,
of which the principal are embroidery, filk
fockings, ribbands, lace, ‘gloves, buttons,
and cabinet-work. A feparate room is ap-
propriated to each trade. Some boys and girls
are inftructed in the French and German lan-
guages, and a few of the former in the Latin

Yor. I, . F tongue ;
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tongue; others learn mufic, drawing, and
dancing. About the age of twenty, 'the
foundlings receive a fum of money, and feveral
other advantages, which cnable them to fol-
low their trade in any part of the empire:
a very confiderable privilege in Ruflia, where
| the peafants are flaves, and cannot leave
their village without the permiffion of their
mafter.

In another vifit which I paid to this hof-
pital, I faw the foundlings at dinner : the girls
and boys dine feparately. The dining rooms,
which are upon the ground-floor, are large
and vaulted, and diftin® from their work
rooms. The firft clas fit at table; the reft
ftand ; the little children are attended by fer--
'vants ; but thofe of the firlt and fecond clafs
alternately wait upon each other. The din-
ner confifted of beef and mutton boiled in
broth, with rice; I tafted both, and ‘ they
were remarkably good : the bread was very
{weet, and was baked in the houfe, chmﬂy by
the foundlings. Each’ foundhmr has a nap-
kin, pewter-plate, a knife, fork and fﬁoon
the. napkin and table-cloth are clean three
times in the week. They rife at fix, dine at
‘eleven, and fup at fix. The lttle children
have bread at feven, and at four. When they

2 S are
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are not employed in their neceffary occupa-
tions, the utmoft freedom is allowed, and they
are encouraged to be as much in the air ag
poffible. The whole was 2 lovely fight; and
the countenances of the children exprefled
the utmoft content and happinefs.

In the hofpital there is a theatre, in which
the feveral decorations are the work of the
foundlings : they conftruted the ftage, painted
the fcenes, and made the drefles. T was prefent
at the reprefentation of the Honrete Crimindl,
and the comic opera, Le Devin du Village,
both tranflated into the Ruffian tongue, Not
underftanding the language, I could be no
judge whether they fpoke with propriety;
but I was furprized at the eafe with which
they trod the ftage, and was pleafed with the
gracefulnefs of their a&ion. There were fome
agreeable voices in the opera. The orcheftra
was filled with a band by no means con-
temptible, which confifted entirely of found-
lings, excepting the firft violin, who was their
mufic-mafter. On this occafion ‘the play
was not, as ufual, concluded with a ballet,
becaufe the princ¢ipal performer was indifpof-
ed, which was no fmall difappointment; as
we were informed that they dance ballets with

great tafte and elegance. The emprefs, I am
F 2 told,
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told, is induced to countenance theatrical re-
prefentations in a feminary of this kind, from
a defire of diffufing among her fubje&s that
fpecies ofentertainment, which fhe confiders
a means of civilization, and of enriching the
Ruffian theatres with a conftant fupply of
. performers. ‘

Many and great are the advantages of this
excellent charity. It diffufes a knowledge
of the arts among the people; increafes
the number of free fubje@s; and above all
has confiderably diminifhed the horrid prac-
tice of deftroying infants, fo prevalent in thefe .
parts before the inftitution of this hofpital..

We were unwilling to quit this part of the
country without vifiting Troitfkoi Klofter, or
the monaftery of the Holy Trinity, which is
diftinguithed in the annals of this ‘country as
the afylum for the Ruffian foverelgns in cafes
of infurre&ion and danger ; and is more: par-
ticularly known to foreigners for the refuge
it afforded to Peter the Great, when . he
put an end to the adminiftration of his/fifter
Sophia *.

The diftance from Mofcow to the monaftery
being forty miles, we ordcred poft-horfes to

#* See Chap. VIIL
. be
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be ready at five in the morning, with an in-
tention of v1ewmg the convent, and retummg
to this city by night. We thought that
we fhould eafily have made this excurfion
+in the time propofed: but obftacles conti-
nually occur in foreign countries, unforefeen
by thofe who are not fufficiently acquainted
with the manners of the natives; and an
ignorance of the moft trivial circumftances,
which better information might eafily have
abviated, produces confiderable embarrafl~
ments. Some petty diftrefles of this nature
lengthened our expedition from one to three
days.

‘We rofe at five in the morning, but were
detained by the want of poﬁ-horfes, which
we found great difficulty in procuring, not-
withftanding that our orders for them were
figned both by the governor of the. province
and of the city; and although we impor-
tuned the poft-mafter with repeated 'meflages.
The cafe is, that as the price for the hire
of horfes is very inconfiderable, the owners
can employ them in other fervices to greater
advantage: and on this account a ftranger,
unlefs he is accompanied with a Ruflian
foldier to quicken the "expedition of thofe

who furnith the poft, muft neceffarily meet
F 3 with

v
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with infinite - delays. We werg, indeed,
ftrongly advifed by fome of our acquaint-
ance to ufe this precaution; but, thinking
that we fhould have no occafion for it during
fo thort a journey, we imprudently omitted it,
to our great inconvenience, as we foon expe-
rienced, -
After waiting nine hours, we at length
thought ourfelves fortunate in feeing the
poft-horfes make their appearance about two
in the afternoon; and fet off with an ex-
pectation of proceeding without interruption
to Bretoffhina, where we knew that a relay -
was waiting for us. But our drivers ftopped
at a village only four miles from Mofcow ;
and percmptonly refufed to carry us any far-
ther. In vain we produced our order for
horfes ; they contended that it authorized us
only to take them from village to village;
and upon. the ftrength of that conftru@ion
returned without further ceremony to Mof-
cow. Two hours more were now employed
and much broken Ruffian fpoken .byj| our
Bohemian interpreter, before we were able
to prevail upon the inhabitants of the place
to* fupply us with horfes, who depofited .us,
in a village about the diftance of three
miles ;, where all the old procefs of alter-
- cation,
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cation, threats, and ~ promifes, were again
renewed. In this manner we continued
'wrangling and proceeding from village to
village, which were thickly fcattered in this
part of the country, until near midnight,
when we found ourfelves at Klifma, only
feventeen miles from Mofcow, and where
we took up our lodging in a peafant’s "cot-
tage. Our Bohemian fervant having fortu-
nately devoted great part of the night to
rambling to different houfes, and adjufting
the difficult negotiation for freth horfes, we
were able to depart almoft by day-break;
and had .the ftill farther fatisfaction to pafs
over the immenfe {pace of feven miles: without
either halt or delay; fo that by eight in the
morning we reached, much to our furprize,
Bretofthina, which ftands about half-way be-
‘tween Mofcow and the convent. Here we
found a Ruifian ferjeant, whom prince Vol-
konfki had obligingly fent forwards to pro-
cure the horfes, which he had promifed we
fhould find in this place, and to accompany
us during the remaindet of our journey: the
experience of the preceding day had taught us
.+ the value of this military attendant.
" At Bretofthina we viewed a palace built
by Alexty Michaclovitch, in which he fre-
F 4 ; quently
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quently refided: it is a Jong wooden building,
painted yellow, only one ftory in height,
containing a fuite of fmall and low rooms.,
This palace (if it deferves that name) has,
long been uninhabited. Thc emprefs, pleafed
with the beauty of  the fituation, and refpect-
ing a place which had once been the favou-
rite refidence of Peter the Great’s father, pur-
pofed to build a large brick palace near the
fite of the old manfion; and part of the
materials were already ‘colleGted for that pur-
polfe. Upon our return to the village we
ordered the horfes, and were pleafed to find
our order obeyed almoft as foon as it was,
iflued: we had, indeed, a very fuccefsful
agent in our friend the ferjeant; for the.
peafants, who were beginning “to wrangle.
among themfelves, and to make their ufual
~ altercations, were inftantly difperfed by his
cudgel, whofe eloquence was more perfuafive
than the moft pathetic remonftrances.. The,
boors were certainly accuftomed to' this {pecies,
of rhetorick ; for they bore it patiently, [and,

. with perfe& good-humour ; and, the moment
they were feated upon the ‘bo, begar whift-
ling and finging their national fongs as ufual,

» We now continued our route, and arrived
at the convent, though diftant from Bretof-
ﬂnna.



¢. 6, M OSCoO w. 73

{hina about twenty miles, without once ftop-
ping to change horfes.

Troitlkoi Sergief Klofter, or the monaftery
of the Holy Trinity, is {o large as at a little
diftance to have the appearance of a fmall
town; and, like many convents in this
country, is ftrongly fortified, according to
the antient mode of defence, being furrounded
with high brick walls, ftrengthened with bat-
tlements and towers. The parapet is roofed
with wood, and the walls and towers are
provided with holes for mufkets and cannon :
the whole is furrounded by a deep ditch.
This place withftood feveral fieges ; and par-
ticularly baffled all the efforts of Ladiflaus
prince: of Poland, ‘who attacked it with a
farge army. <

Befide the convent or habitation for the
monks, the walls enclofe an imperial palace,
and ninc large churches conftrutted by dif-
ferent f{overeigns, The convent is a large
range of building encircling a court, and is
far too f{pacious for the prefent inhabitants
it formerly contained 300 monks, together
with a proportionate number of ftudents;
and was the richeft ecclefiaftical foundation
in Ruffia. The fraternity pofleffed confi-
_ derable eftates, upon which were .at leaft
100,000
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100,000 peafants: thefe eftates, as well as
all the other church-lands, being now an-
nexed to the crown, the members receive
fimall penfions. With their revenues their
number has been greatly diminifhed, and
they fcarcely amount at prefent to 100 monks.
Their habit is black, with a veil of the fame
colour; they eat no meat, and the difcipline
of the order is very ftri@®. Within the con-
vent is a feminary for the education of per-
fons intended for the clergy; which .con-
tained, -as we were informed, about 200

ftudents, :
The . imperial palace, which was much
frequented when the fovereign refided at
Mofcow, is fmall; one of the apartments
is ornamented with reprefentations in ftucco
of the principal actions of Peter the Great.
The' nine churches, like all the other facred
edifices which fell under my obfervation, are
fuperb and fplendid, and extremely rich in
gold and filver ornaments, and coftly 'veft--
ments. The principal church has a (‘:'upol'a
and four domes; the former is of copper
gilt, the latter of tin or iron painted grcen.
We afcended a new belfry, built by the
emprefs Elizabeth, which is not an inelegant
picce of architetture: it commands a fine
view

’,
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view of the adjacent country, which is gently
waving, - richly cultivated, producing much
grain, and thickly firewed with villages. The
archimandrite or abbot of the monaftery being
abfent, we could not obtain permiffion to fee
the library, which occafioned fome regret, be-
caufe, according to Bufching, it contains a cu-
rious colle@ion of books *.

In the principal church a few tombs drew
‘my attention.

The firlt was that of Maria queen of Ll-

vonia, probably the only perfon who ever bore -

that title, an empty honour, which fhe may

truly be faid to have purchafed at a dear rate.
Maria, lineally defcended from Ivan Vaffilie-
vitch I. was a relation of Ivan Il as will ap-
pear by the following genealogical table.

Ivan VasssvieviTen I,

_ N
VassiLt [VANOVITCH, Anprew IvanoviTCH of
. Staritza, died 1537,
Ivan VassiviviTcs IL ™

VLADIMIR ANDREVITCH,

died 1570,

Maria, married to Magnuse

Euporia.

# Bufching’s Erd-befchreibung, v. I, p. 852

She
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She efpoufed, in 1573, Magnus duke of
Holftein *, and titular king of Livonia, wha
was raifed to “that dignity by Ivan Vaffi-
lievitch II. in a very extraordinary manner.
Livonia, bordering upon Ruffia, Sweden,
and Poland, and reciprocally claimed ‘and
pofiefled by thofe three powers, was, in the
middle of the fixteenth century, partly free,
partly fubje& to Poland, and partly to the
Swedes, when the tzar made an irruption intq
that province, and conquered a fmall portion.
Well acquainted, however, with the averfion
of the natives to the Ruffian fceptre, he

* This Magnus was fon of Chriftian IIl. king of
Denmark ; and is known in hiftory by feveral different
appellations. He is fometimes ftyled king of Livonia,
from his mock-fovereignty in that country; fomectimes
duke of Holftein, from his inheriting a portion of that
duchy upon the deceafe of his father ; and bifhop of Zfel,
from his -exchanging his part of Holftein for the! bithop-
ricks of ZEfel and Courland, which he fecutarized! Hol-
berg, the Danifh hiftorian, mentions a bond for 1500
marks, which was thus figned. <« W e. Magnus,| by the
« grace of God, Lord of Afel and Wick, Bifthop. of
¢ Courland, ‘Adminiftrator of the bithoprick of 'Rcval,,
« Heir of Norway, duke of Schlefwick, Holftein, Stor-
¢ mar, and Ditmarth, Count of Oldenburgh and Delmen-
« hurft.”” Titles, as the hiftorians remark, which could
not procure him even a fmall fum of money without his

bond. Holberg, v. II. p. 488.
S declared,
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-aec’ared, that he had entered their country
with. no interefted views; that he had no
other ¥mbition than to refcue them from
"the Swedith yoke; that he, renouncing all
right of conqueft, would only -flyle himfelf
their protetor: he propofed at the fame
time that they fhould elet for their fove-
reign Magnus, brother of Frederic II. king
of Denmark, who, in the capacity of bithop
of Pilten, had fome pretenfions to Livonia.
This propofal being cheerfully complied with
by a great party among the natives; the tzar
difpatched an embafly to Magnus, who ac-
cepted the proffered crown, and repaired with-
out delay to Mofcow, where he was formally
inftalled in his new dignity, upon condition of
efpoufing Maria, and of paymg an annual tri-

bute to the tzar. :
Magnus, however, was ftill only a titular
fovereign, being oppofed by the Swedes, who
maintained a large army in Livonia, and not
unanimoufly acknowledged éven by the na-
tives. After a fruitlefs attempt to take pof-
feffion of his crown, he continued to difplay
his mock dignity at Mofcow. At length,
in 1577, being efcorted to Livonia by the
tzar, at the head of 50,006 troops, he ob-
tained the town of Wenden and the adjacent
3 territory,‘
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territory, the remainder of the province b&mg
referved to Rufiia. ya
Magnus was {carcely admitted into Wenden,
where he was received with great demonftra-
tions. of joy, than, defpifing a precarious and
dependant fovereignty, he was prevailed upon
by his new fubjes, ever averfe to the Ruflian
yoke, to form a fecret alliance with the king
of Poland, and to counterat the tzar’s pro-
grefs in Livonia. Ivan, apprized of this ne-
gotiation, determined to chaftife the perfidy
of Magnus, by precipitating him from that
throne, which he had fo lately affifted him in
afcending. With this view he' laid imme-
diate fiege to Wenden with fe numerous
an army, that the inhabitants, finding all
oppofition ineffetual, propofed to capitulate.
Magnus himfelf carried. the terms of capi-
tulation, ‘and, advancing to fupphcatc the
incenfed monarch, threw himfelf at,hls feet,
and interceded for the town. The tzar,
fpurning at him with his foot #, and! ftriking
him
" * Henning, author of the Livenian Chronic‘}gr‘, relates
this tranfaction more to the honour of Ivan. He is thus
quoted by the authors of the Univerfal Hiftory, vol. XXXV
p- 242. « The tzar laid fiege to the place, till, at the

« earneft requeft of the citizens, Magnus, with only 2 foW

« attendants, went into the tzar’s camp, and,’ fallmg or
« his
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himy in the face, loaded him with reproaches
for uis ingratitude,'and ordered him to prifon ;
then ®ytering the town, his’ troopsscommitted
.every fpecies of horror and devaftation. Many
of the principal inhabitants; 'retiring into the
citadel, determined to defend it to the laft
extremity ; but foon perceiving all refiftance
to be fruitlefs, and expecting no quarter, they
calmly affembled, received the facrament, and

« his knces, begged pardon for himfelf and the city.
« Bafilowitz no fooner faw the king of Livonia thus
« proftrate before him, .than he difmounted from his horfe,
« and defired him to rife, returned him his fword, and,
« after reproaching him with the ingratitude of his late
« condud, freely pardoned him and the city, and affured
. % them of his proteftion. At this inftant a cannon-ball
. ¢ from the caftle narrowly miffed killing the tear; which:
« fo incenfed him, that he mounted his horfe and rode
« away direlly, fwearing by St. Nicholas, that for this
“ frefh inftance of perfidy, every perfon in Wenden fhould
 fuffergdeath, Magnus was -then put under an arreft in
“ a farm-houfe, and obliged to fign an obligation, by which
- he engaged to pay the tzar 40,000 Hungarian florins by
« the next Chriftmas, as a fatisfaction for the money taken
* « from Polubenfki; and in cafe of failure of payment at
“ that time, to forfeit double the fum, and remain a pri-
“ foner at Mofcow till the whole fhould be difcharged.”
I have followed the principal hiftorians of Sweden and
Denmark, alfo Heidenftein, and Oderborg, who feem to
have given the moft probable account of this event.
- then
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then defiroyed themfelves by blowing up{the
citadel. Thus ended the kingdom ﬁ/

vonia, four years after it had been £refted
into a fovereignty. Magnus, who thought -
himfelf extremely fortunate to obtain his
enlargement upon paying a confiderable fum
of money, repaired, with his confort Maria,
to Pilten in Courland, where he died in 1583,
in extreme diftrefs #. After the death of her
hufband, Maria, the titular queen of Livonia,
. was enticed into Ruflia, and thrown into a
. nunnery with her only daughter Eudokia .
She was never releafed from her confinement,
and the time of her deceafe is uncertain.
The remains, both of the queen and her
daughter, were depofited in the convent of
the Holy Trinity.

In the fame church repofe the afthes of
. Boris Feodorovitch Godunof, who, upon, the
demife of Feodor Ivanovitch -in, 1597, ‘was
raifed from a private ftation to the throne of
Ruffia. It is a circumftance cxtremcl)“ fa-
vourable to 2 virtuous conduc, that.a fove-
reign cannot commit one flagrant offence with-

* Holberg, vol. IL. p. 488.
4 Fletcher’s Stat¢ of Ruffia, Chap. V.

out
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ouy fuffering the imputation of many others;
that fuppofititiods cruelties are always
addedy to alts of real tyranny. This has
been the fate of Boris Godunof, who, having
defervedly acquired the deteftation of pofterity
by the perpetration of one crime, has been
unjuftly branded with infamy, even for thofe
adtions which merit the higheft applaufe.

Boris Godunof was defcended from a Tartar
- anceftor, who came into Ruffia in 1 329, and,
having embraced Chriftianity, affumed the
name of Zachary. From Simon Godun, one
of his defcendants, the family was known by
the furname of Godunof, and became greatly
diﬁinguifhed by the elevation of the perfonage
who is now under confideration.

Boris, fon of Feodor Ivanovitch, a noble-
man of the Ruffian court, was born in 1522 ;
and in the 20th year of his age was appointed,
by Ivan Vaffilievitch II. to attend the perfon
of his fon prince Ivan: being fucceflively
promoted to higher offices, and obtaining ad-
ditional influence by the marriage of  his fifter
Irene with Feodor Ivanovitch; he was, upon
that monarch’s fucceflion to the throne,
created privy counfcllor, mafter of the horfe,
and invefted with the fole dirc&ion of affairs.
His authority was fo abfolute, that his reign

Vou. IL G may
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may be dated from the acceffion of Feodpr
he wanted only the title of tzar; a:'rfrr}ﬁe)
whole adminiftration of government be
attributed to him.

Upon the death of Feodor without iffue,
the ele@ion fell unanimoufly upon Boris Go-
dunof, who owed his elevation to the high
opinion which all parties entertained of his
capacity and wifdom ; to the influence of his
fifter Irene; and to the artful manner with
which. he affe@ed to decline, while he was
moft ambitious to poflefs, the crown. He
deferved his elevation by his . confummate
abilities and popular manners; and, for his -
political and civil deportment, he is juftly
ranked among the greateft ftatefinen of hls
age. ,
Happy would it have been for himfelf and
his country, if he had united - rnodera,non and
humanity to thefe fplendid., qualities. * His
perfecutlon of feveral noble famllﬁus, who
ftood in the way of his ambitious' defigns,

and fhll more the affaffination * of Deme-
[

* This is not the proper place to inquire whether De-
metrius was really aflaffinated, or whether he efcaped, for
the crime of Boris was the fame, whether his orders were
carried into execution, or cluded, See the nexts chapter.

trius,
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criug, brands his charaQer with indelible in-
famy_ But while we admit and deteft in
this inftanice the full extent of his guile,
let not our horrer at this tranfadtion induce
us to mifreprefent his moft landable actions.
Tet us not ‘affert with his enemies, that in
order to turn the attention of the people
from the cataftrophe of the prince, and to
ingratiate himfelf in their favour by an a& of
public munificence, he. pirpofely fet fire to
feveral paits of Mofcow, that he might re-
build them at his own’‘expence. Nor let
s, with equal abfurdity and injuftice, accufe
him of privately inviting the. khan of the
Tartars to invade Ruflia, that he might
occupy the public with a foreign war, and

acquire freth glory by repelling th¢ enemy.
We may add to the lift of his fuppofititious
crimes, that he poifoned Feodor *: for the
tzar

o % Tam at a lofs totknow where the compiler of the ar-
ticle of Ruflia, in the Univerfal Hiftory, obtained the fol-
lowing anecdote. ¢« Theodore died, after a reign of
« twelve years, not without fufpicion of having been poi-
« foned by his brother-in-law. The czarina feemed fo
« fenfible of this, that the ftrongly reproached her brother, l
« Boris Godunof, with the murder of her hufband, and |
« would never fpeak to him afterwards,” Vol XXXV.
G2 P 273



84 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 3,

tzar had long laboured under a declining tat
of health #; and, the year before his \}g{
had requefted a phyfician from England

Even his paternal attention and unbounded
generoﬁty towards_his fubjets during a fa-
mine, which, foon after his elevation to the
throne, defolated Mofcow, has been turned
as an accufation againft him; for prejudice
has not been wanting to infinuate, that, from
an abfurd delicacy, he would not permit
foreigners to fupply the Ruffians in their
extreme diftre(s with corn; and that he
joined feveral banditti in plundering the houfes
of the rich}; calumnies which have been
ably and unanfwerably fefuted by Muller.
But the brighteft fplendour of abilities, and
~ even the moft upright ufe of power, will

p. 273. For all authentic hiftorians agree, tdat his ele--
vdtion to the throne was finally owing - to the' pofitive re-
commendation of his fifter the tzarina, whofe interceffion
overcame his affefted refufal of the créwn. .

* Fletcher fays of Feodor, that He was inclining .to a'
dropfy,

+ As appears from a letter in the Ruffian arch;ves

1 This report, Mr. Muller conjeftures, arofe from his
compelling the bifhops: and nobles, who had a fuperfluity
of corn, to difpofe of it to the poor at an under price

S.R.G.V.

not

-
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%atone for the ill means of acquiring it;
and\the time arrived, when Boris paid the

price for the affaffination of Demetrius. The
death and charaéer of Boris Godunof are thus
delineated by an impartial hiftorian *.

. The party of the pretended Demetrius
“ increafed daily, and the Ruffians flocked
“ to him from all quarters. ‘This circum-
“ ftance, joined to the inactivity of the Ruffian
“ army, had fuch an effe@® upon Boris, that,
s diiven to defpair, he fwallowed poifon .
« The accounts are falfe, which attribute
“ his death to poifon given to him by one
« Peter Bofmanof; or which relate that
« while he was giving audience to {ome
« foreign embafladors, he was feized with a
« yiolent colic,. and that foon afterwards -
“‘the blood gufhed from his mouth, nofe,

“ and ears. He. felt the firft effe@ts of the
“< poifon”at dinner, and ‘the fymptoms were
“ fo violent, that he had fcarcely time to
“ entér into the monaftic -order before he
“ expired. According to the Ruffian cuf-
*“ tom, he changed his name from Boris to

* * Muller, S. R. G.. V. p. 247.

1 Captain Margaret fays, that he died of an apoplexy.
Etat de la Ruffiey p. 118,

G 3 ) '3 Bogolcp.
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¢ Bogolep. His deceafc happened on the
s 13th of April, or the 24th, accordingh’"
« thc new ftyle, 1603, after a reign of elght
¢ years and two months,

¢« It muft be allowed that. his death was'a
« great lofs to Ruffia; for if we except the
« upjuftifiable means by which he raifed him-
« felf to the throne, and the cruelty. with
« which he perfecuted feveral illuftrious fa-
« milies, particularly the houfec of Romanof,
« he muft be efteemed an excellent fove-
¢ reign. Ambition and revenge were his
e priﬁcip_al vices: on the contrary, his pe-
. nctration and fagacity, his affability and
.¢¢ munificence, his political knowledge, his
« diligence in' the adminifiration of affairs,
s his affiduity in introducing into. Ruffia the
< improvements of foreign nations, in a word,
« his unwearied attention_ to promotc the
« advantage of his country, and the wel-
< fare 'of his fubjeés, were con 'PICLIO?S parts
« of his charater. We arge .3pt to over-
¢« look the vices of ,a foverexgn in confide-
¢ ration of his prmccly virtues, and m this
« refpeé Boris is entitled to our efteem.
¢« When we add to thefe confiderations the

“ long cham of calammcs which fucceeded
‘ (0 hlo
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«« his death, his lofs could not but be fenﬁ-»
@ply fele.” His remains were at firftdes
pofited.in the Imperial fepulchre. at Mofcow 5
but were afterwards removed to the convent
of the Holy Trinity *#,

* For the hiftory of Boris Godunof, feec Muller, S.R. G.
¥pl. V. p. 27 to 249,

G4 CHAP,
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CHAP. VI

Tuquiry into the biffory and edventures of the
tzar who reigned. under the name of Deme-
trius.—His reception i Poland.—Invafior:
of Ruffia.—Acknawledged as the fon of Tvan, -
Vafiilicvitch IL.—Seats bimfelf upon  the
throne—His charaller —Confpiracy againft
bim—Is affaffinated—Various opinions con-
cerning bim—Called an impoftor by the Ruf-
fian biftorians—By Petreius.—Teflimony of
Margatet in bis favour —Grounds for fup-
pofing bim to be the real Demetrius,

MONG the tombs in the cathedrak
of St. Michael I had occafion to men-.
tion that' of a child, called by ‘the Ruﬁians

Dmitri, or Dcmctrms, whofe intricate’ and,

controverted. hiftory was refcrve¢ for- al fepa-

1ate narrative.
Ivan * Vaflilievitch’ II left two fons;

F €0d01, who fucceeded to the throne;' and

Demetnu

* T had entirely finithed this chapter before the publica~
tion of L’Fvelque’s Hiftoire de Ruffie. "That ingenious -
author has, in his account of the perfon who ftyled himfelf
Demetrius,
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Demetnus, an_infant, who was educated at
thtz under the care of his mother the tzar-
ina Maria Feodorofna, and in the eighth year
of his age.was faid to have been affaflinated
by order of Boris Godunof*. The real

circumftances

Demetrius, advanced many plaufible arguments to fhew,
that he was probably not an impoftor ; and though they
appear to me unanfwerable; and jt is eafy to perceive that
he entirely leans to that opinion, yet he candidly concludes
with. afferting, « Plufieurs objeQions que j’ai hazardées
¢ contre l’impo&ure' &’Otrépief me paraiffent d’une
¢ grande force, je n’oferai cependant décider la queftion.”
Sce Hil. de Ruff; v. IIL. p. 226 to 236. It may ferve,
perhaps, as an additional proof in favour of Demetrius, that,
two foreigners, who had vifited Ruflia, both unbiailed by
any national prejudnces, and ‘without the leaft communi-
cation with each other, fhould hold nearly the fame opinion
upon fo intricate a fubje®. I have inferted into the notes

a few of his remarks, which fcemed to me the moﬁ im-
porw‘to N

* Muller relates from a Ruffian manufcript, that twelve
perfons were privy to the murder, amongft whom were the
prince’s nurfe #fd her fon, who perpetrated the deed ;
that it was commifted at mid-day in the court-yard of the
paldce, and that 2 bell-ringer, who was upon the top of
an adjoining cathedral, faw the whole tranfalion. Pe-
sreius afferts, that the prince was murdered during the con-
fufion of 2 fire, purpofely ogeafioned by one of the aflaffins,
Margaret and Grevenbuck fay that the aflaffin was fon of
the tzarina Maria’s fecretary ; and it is generally affirmed,
that it happened at mxdnight.-—The Ruffian authors na-

' turally

\
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circumftances of this affaffination, being
purpofely. with-held from the public, are
varioufly related; and the following particu-
lars can alone be unqueftionably depended
upon. A body, fuppofed to be that of the
young prince, was found weltering in its blood ;
certain perfons, confidered as the affaffins,
were inftantly put to death by the inhabitants
of Uglitz. 'When the account of the cata--
ftrophe was tranfmitted to Mofcow ; Boris
Godunof, having firft f{pread a report that
Demetrius had, in a violent fit of phrenzy,
put a period to his own life, difpatched his
creatures Vaffili Shuifki and Cletchnin to
make inquiries into the circumftances of the
prince’s death. Thefe perfons, having ex-
amined the body of the deceafed, declared it

turally prefer the firft account, becaufe it was morq difficult

.at mid-day to fubftitute a child. There is no redlon to
" be furprized at thefe contradi@tory opinions, when it is
confidered, as L’Evefque has juftly obfertad, « 4ue Boris
« fupprlma tous les datalls de cet horsble affaire; qu’il
« trompa le tzar et le public. Le pubhc fut donc alors
“ mal inftruit des circonftances de cet événement, et Je
«'temps n’a’pu y ajouter que de nouvelles obfcurités,
«' Drailleurs, comme le dit Margaret, on obfervait en
&« Ruffie un fecret fi profond fur toutes les affaires, qu’il
« etait fort dlﬁicﬂe &apprendre la vérité de ce quwon
« pavait pas.vu de fes yeux.” V. 1IL. p, 228,

t¢
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to be that of Demetrius, and confirmed the
former report which had been circulated by
Boris Godunof. Maria Feodorofna, accufed
‘of grofs inattention to her fon’s fecurity, was
compelled to affume the veil, and confined
in a convent; many inhabitants of Uglitz,
who {poke freely concerning the -murder, were
capitally " punithed ; fome were imprifoned,
and others were banifhed,

Boris ‘Gadunof managed this horrid tranf-
action with fuch art and fecrecy, that fcarcely
any fufpicions were entertained againft him
until thirteen years afterwards a psrfon made
his appearance who declared himfelf to be
Demetrius: he gave out that his mother,
fufpicious of the attempts againft her fon’s
life, had taken the precaution to remove him
from Uglitz, and to fubftitute another child,
who was aflaflinated in his place; and that,
being” educated in a convent, and concealed
from the knowledge of his perfecutors, he
had cfcaped/f fpm Ruffia into Poland. Being
there admitted into the fervice of Wiefnovit-
iki; a Pole of great diftin&ion, he difcovered
himfelf to that nobleman; who, convinced,
or pretending to be fo, that he was the fon
of Ivan Vaffilicvitch II, -w‘umly cfpoufed his

(;aufc. Boris Godupof, having received in-
L]lx"’LnCC
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telligence of this unexpeéted claimant of his
~ throne, diffeminated a report, that the impof-
tor who aflfumed the name of Demetrius, was
a monk ftyled Gregory or Grifka Otrepief;
and fpared neither threats nor bribes to obtain
pofieflion of his perfon ; but, when thefe ex-
pedients failed of fuccefs, he difpatched his '

emiffaries into Poland to affaffinate him.
Wiefnovitfki, alarmed for the fafety of his
fugitive, recommended him to the protection
of the fenator George Mnifhek palatine of
Sendomir ; .a nobleman of the largeft eftate
and greateft confequence of Poland. Deme-
trius (if I may be allowed to call him by that
name) being acknowledged by him as -the
rightful heir of the Ruffian throne, was foon
‘afterwards betrothed in marriage to the pala-
tine’s daughter Maria ; and, in the beginning
of the year 1603, was introduced to' Sigif-
~mond III. king of Poland. Being admxtted
to a public audlcnce before the diet, he¢xcited
the compaﬁion of that affembly,k?‘the affet-
ing manner in which he related -his extraor-
dinary adventures ; and though nggﬁnond and
the diet regretted that the ﬁtuation of théir -
country prevented them from openly fecond-
ing his pretenfions, yet they teftified the moft
cordial attachment to his interefts, and laid
3 no
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no prohibition on thofe nobles who might be
difpofed to engage in his fupport. By the
affiftance of his two patrons, Wiefnovittki
and the palatme of Sendomir, Demetrius en-
tered Ruffia in the month of Auguft, 1604.,
at the head of about 4000 Poles ; and heing
foon joined by many Ruffians, particularly by
the Coflacs of the Don, advanced almoft with-
out oppoﬁtlon to Novogorod Severfkoi, and
routed in December an army of 40,000 men ;
but was himfelf not long afterwards defeated,
with great fla;ghter, by prince Vaffili Shuifki’
general of Boris Godunof. Eight thoufand
of his followers were either killed or taken
prifoners ; all his artillery“and colours fell into_
the hands of the enemy ; his horfe was wound-
ed under him, and he himflf efcaped with
difficulty. '
- This overthrow occafioned the almoft total
defe&ion of the Polith troops ; and Demetrius
himfeMwas fo difimayed with his lofs, that he
would e retreated precipitately into Po-
land, if he4had not been diffuaded by the im-
portunities of his Ruflian adherents; many
of whom believed hin to be the true Deme-
_ trius, and all dreaded the vengeance of Boris
Godunof. Overcome by their fuggeftions,
he continued his march ; and, notwithftand-

ing
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ing” his .late difcomfiture, foon faw himnfelf
at the head of a numerous army of Ruffians;
who flocked to his ftandard from all quarters:
Not only the populace, ever prone to credu-
lity, but even men of the higheft birth and
quality, gave credit to his pretenfions: not
only the diftant provinces fupported his caufe;
but the people rofe even at Mofcow, and pub-
lickly proclaimed that Demetrius had efeaped
from his affaffins, and claimed allegiance as
their rightful fovereign. This infurretion
was indeed immediately quelled ; but although
Boris Godunof inflicted the fevereft punith-
ment upon his adhecrents ; though the patri-
arch publithed a ban of excommunication
againft him and his party; and though Vaffili
Shuifki openly affirmed that he had:himfelf
examined the body of the deceafed prince at
. Uglitz; yet an univerfal belief fpreaa.« itfelf
through all ranks, that the pretender to the
throne was the real fon of Ivan ?’tﬁﬂ'ilié-'
vitch IL. |

The fudden death of Boris Godiinof, which
happened in the month of April, 1603, 'haf—-
tened the fucce(s of Demetrius. Feodor Bo-
rifovitch was fcarcely declared fucceflor to his
father by the patriarch and nobles who were

prefent at Mofcow ; before he was deferted by
. the
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the principal generals of the Ruffian army,
snd by many perfons of . diftinGtion. His
troops at this inaufpicious jun&ure were fud-
denly attacked and defeated ; and thofe who
efcaped were perfuaded to fiwear fealty to his
rival, who, ftrengthened™ by this accefiion,
advanced by hafty marches towards the capi-
tal without the leaft oppofition : the highways
were lined with people; the towns opened
their gates with every demonttration of joys
while Demetrivs {upported the prepoflefiion
of the Ruffians in favour of his birth by the
affability of his demeanor, and the graceful-
nefs of his perfon. Having publithed 2 ma-
nifefto, in which he held out to the inhabi-
tants of Mofcow offers of clemency and favour
on their return to their duty, they rofe in
arms ; ftormed the palace ; depofed and ftran-
gled Feodor Borifovitch ; and recognized his
title. “On. the 3oth of June the new tzac
entered Wofcow in triumph, and took pofief-
e with univerfal approbation.
His pretedtfichs to the crown, as real fon of
Ivan Vaffilievitch II. were .ftill furthet con-
~ firmed by the pulic teftimony of Maria Feo-
dorofna, whom Boris Godunof had imprifoned
m a diftant monaftery, and whom Demetriss,
at his acccffion, inftantly releafed from her

confinement.
Y
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confinement. Upon her approach to Mof-
cow, on the 8th of July, he rode to meet hes
at the head of a numerous proceflion; and at
the firft appearance of her carriage; alighted
from his horfe, and ran to embrace her. The
tendernefs and affeCtion which both parties
difplayed on this interefting occafion drew
tears from the {peCtators; and the ftrong ex-
preflions of tranfport with which the tzarina
openly acknowledged him for her fon, feemed
to afford a pofitive confirmation of the reality
of his imperial lineage. Soon after this in-
terview he was crowned with the ufual pomp
and magnificence, and feemed now firmly
feated upon the throne ; in the poffefiion of
which he. would probably have maintained
himfelf, whether he were the real Demetrius
or an impoftor, by a proper conformity to
the manners of his fubje@s, and by prudent
deference to their civil and religious eftablith-
ment. But his avowed contempgf of the
Ruffian cuftoms; and, above#ﬁxs public
negle®& of their religious cerdmanics, foon
alienated the affeCions of his fubjes; and
precipitated him from the throne as rapldly as
he had afcended it.

Margaret, who had frequent accefs to the

perfon of Demetrius, has fketched his portrait

n
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in the following fhort but lively manner.
¢« He had no beard, was of a middle ftature,
« and- of dark complexion, his limbs were
¢ ftrong and nervous, and he had a wart under
“ his right eye. He was ative, fpirited, and
“ merciful, foon offended, and as foon ap-
* ¢ peafed ; liberal, ambitious, and defirous of
“ making himfelf known to pofterity; in a
word, he was a prince who loved honour,
“ and recommended it by his own exam-
“ ple*” If we fhould allow that Margaret
has concealed many of his defets, and has
placed his virtues in the moft advantageous
light ; yet the acrimony and injuftice which
appear in many parts of the following ex-
tra&ts from his chara®er, as drawn even by
Mr. Muller the moft candid of his opponents,
will prevent every impartial perfon from giv-
" ing jmplicit credit to the reprefentations of
his enemies.

« TH flfe 4 Demetrius was of a middle
“ fize, mplexion, and had one of his
“ arms Thorter than the other. He would
* have been efteemed not deficient in wif~
“ dom, if he had not been fo precipitate in

L}

€€

¥ Margaret, p. 141,
T S.R.G. vl V. p, 302, &e.

“Vor. I1. H “ his
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« his condu&; and if he had conformed his
¢ behaviour to the difpofition and temper of
“ his fubjeés. In Poland he applicd himfelf
“ to the ftudy of languages, arts, and fciences ;
< he converfed in Latin * and Polith with flu-
¢ ency; he was well acquainted with hiftory,
‘¢ and particularly with that of Ruffia and the
« neighbouring kingdoms ; he was well verfed
“ in mufick, and poflefled other liberal accom-
¢ plifhments. On account of his addrefs and
« good fortune in obtammg the crown, he
« was clteemed a magician. Warlike exercife
¢ and hunting were his principal amufements.
« He had fome knowledge of engineering and
“ artillery ; was fond of cafting cannon; and
“ fhot with fuch fkill and addrefs as to fur-
« prize the moft dextrous markfmen. He
“ was zealous to improve the dzimphne of his
“ army ; for which purpofe he would often
“ review his troops, inftru& them in different

“ manceuvres, frorm ramparts and §fitifica-
“ tions ; and as he was always{gufftoft, and
* His underflanding Latin has been urged againf
him as a proof that he was educated by the Jefuits, Mar-
garet, however, pofitively afferts, that he was not in the
leaft acquainted with that language. 1l eft trés certain
qu’il ne parloit nullement ‘Latin, j’en puis temoigner,
moins le fcavoit il lire et ecriré.  Ibid. p. 103.
' «the
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® the moft eager ameng the affailants, he
« frequently was rudely handled in the
&« ﬁ-ay..

* Defirous to be efteemed a patron of juf=
tice, he put to death feveral judges who
had been convicted of iniquitous practices.
But was not this mode of proceeding rather
a proof of his inclination to cruelty? and
‘¢ might it not arife from a defire of ftriking
«_terror into his fubjeéts * ?

“ He has been praifed for his munificence,
but it was both extravagant and ill-placed ;
 he heaped bounties upon Polith muficians
¢ and other minions, and drained the treafury
“ by the moft enormous expences . Like

“« all

£
L {3
[ {3

<«

[

* A fuppofition, which thews a ftrorig difpofition in the

oppofite party to mifreprefent the moft favourable parts of
his corduct.

+ Theaccounts of his extravagance were grofsly ex-

aggerated, is faid to have given orders for a throne -
of mafly filv gpported with fix lions of the fame coftly
materials ; or a footftool of pure gold, for the cere-

mony of his coronation: the latter was ftudded with
600 diamonds, 600 rubies; 600 fapphires, 600 eme-
ralds, 600 Turkifh ftones, all of a large fize, but fome of
the latter were as big as half a pigeon’s egg. Itmuft be
"yemarked, that thls footftool was already in the treafury
when Demetnus afcended the tbrone ; and had been Prefcnt:i

, H 2 ¢
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« all voluptuaries he was fickle and impetu-
“ ous. All his actions proved an extraordinary
« pronenefs to prefer his own precipitate re-
« folutions to the moft prudent advice, and
“ to adopt the ratheft meafures. His fudden
¢ elevation rendered him infolent; hé was.
“ {fo ambitious, that even the Ruffian' em=
“ pire appeared tdo fmall to fatisfy his luft
“ of dominion; and he extended his views
* to the redution of Turkey and Tartary.
« His ebriety and incontinence were his
“ moft notorious vices, which frequently ex-
¢ pofed him in the eyes of the public. Be-
« fide the princefs Irene, the daughter of
“ Boris Godunof, all who pleafed him were
“ facrificed to his defires, without the leaft
“ regard to rank or age *, _

' - 55 Upon
ed from the Sobhy of Perfia to Ivan Vaﬁili’t‘:vitch 11,
S.R. G. vol. V. p. 335. Many fimilar ornan'w';nts em-
ploycd at his coronation had been ufed by theflormer fo-
vercigns, who were crowned with Afiati ficence.

* Thefé parts of his condut were al nt]y mifre~
prefented. L’Evefque -afferts, with great appehrance of
probability, that thefe reports of his incontinence were not
founded in truth; and particularly denies that the princefs
Irene was facrificed to his defires. « On a écrit, qu’elle
“ avpit été refervée pour fervir aux plaifirs brutaux du
“ bourreau de fa famille ; mais cette accufation, diéée
¢ per

]
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« Upon his firft acceflion to the throne he
- was eafy of accefs, but he gradually be-
<« came fufpicious of his fubjets; he had a
«¢ foreign guard; he often refufed audience to
< the Ruffian nobility, when he admitted the
* Poles without referve.- He feemed to fum-
“ mon the privy-counfeilors only for the pur-
“'pofe of turning them to ridicule. If'a
“ Ruffian lodged a complaint againft a Pole,
“ he could never obtain juftice, and infult was
«¢ even added to injury. Probably this info~
“¢ lence was the chief caufe of his fubfequent
“ misfortunes; and his fall would at leaft
¢ have been retarded, if he had endeavoured
“ to conciliate the affeCtion of the principal
“ nobles. But the circumftance which prin-
“ cipally contributed to his lofs of popu-
< larity, was the little reverence which he
« profefled for the ceremonies of the Greek
“ cBurch. Upon his firft arrival at Mofcow
s he watered the two cathedrals with drums
¢ beati@ and trumpets founding ; he paid
% nor to the clergy; he made no dif-

“ par 1a haine, n’eft ni vraifemblable ni confirmée par
“ I'ancienne chronique que nous fuivans, et qui parait.
¥ fidele. On peaten croire que Dmitri fut un impofe
& tewr; mais rien nc fait. foupgonner, quil fut adonné
« 3 de fales debauches,” V. IIL p. 202, o

H 3 « ¢inltion
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tinGtion between fafts and feftivals; would
neither bow nor crofs himfelf before the fa-
cred paintings ; he profaned the charches by
admitting foreigners at the time of divine
fervice, and ftill more by the number of
dogs which followed him upon the fame
occafion.

« He was not only fo much attached’ to
the Polith cuftoms and drefs as to prefer
them upon all occafions ; but he even ridi-
culed the Ruffian ‘manners, and in every
inftance deviated from the examples of the
tzars his predeceffors. Inftead of fhowing
himfelf to the people feldom, and only
upon extraordinary occafions with a large
retinue, he was accuftomed to traverfe the
ftreets withont any fuite but a few fervants ;
he commonly rode, and, as he was an ex-
cellent horfeman, was generally mounted
upon the moft fiery fieeds ; he' hiinted
frequently ; had mufic at his repa$; ne-
ver flept at mid-day ; never bath Thefe
trifling circumftances were a t' time
regarded in fo ferious a light, th¥the
omiflion of them rendered him the obje&
of gcneral hatred ; and it was commonly
reported, that the perfon Who could . thow

«" fuch a diftafte for the cuftoms .of his coun-

’ - Ery,
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«.try, could never be defcended from the race
< of its ancient fovereigns. It was an obvi-
« ouy inference, to confider the defpifer of
< his fubjes as their enemy. Under fuch
“ circumftances his deftru&ion feemed inevi-
table * ; and yet near-a year elapfed before

) €< any

(13

# Mr. Muller, in this place, relates an account of 2
-match with foow-balls betwcen the Ruffian foldiers and
the Poles; when the latter were faid, at the command of
Demetrius, to have filled their fiow-bails with fand and
fones, by which the Ruffians (blaue Augen und biutige
Koepfe bekamen) received many black eyes-and bloody
heads. Such abfurd accufations do not merit any ferious
wefutation.. Many other idle tales are alfo gravely related
againft him; and indced every circumftance of his con-
du& feems to have been malevolently interpreted.  Among
the public diverfions which he gave in honour of his mar-
riage was a fire-work, in which a dragon was reprefented
with three heads fpitting out flames. Such a fpetacle,
being uncommon in the country, affrighted the Ruflians ;
and i®was reported, that the tzar had contrived it on pur-
pofe tezalarm his fubje&ts. The Poles were not wanting

d all other occafions in ridiculing the igno-
glxcxty of the Ruﬁiam, which increafed

city, which, upon a certain day, was to be attacked with
a carnonade and ftormed. After the aflaflination of De-
metrius, Vaffili Shuifki publicly aflerted in a manifefto, that
" it was the intention of Demetrius to have taken the op-

ortunity, which the frorming of this tower prefentcd, of
P H 4 maiTacrmg
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« any tumult broke out againft him. At
¢ length his marriage with a foreign lady
¢ clofed the fcene; and it would have’ been
¢ a wonder if he had continued any longcr
¢ upon the throne.”

Having in Poland betrothed hlmfelf to
Marina, the daughter of the palatmc Mnif-
chek, he difpatched a fplendid embafly to
demand her in marriage. The efpoufals were
performed at Cracow ; and the bride, having'

made her entry into Mofcow, a ccompamed
with a large fuite of Poles, was lodged in a
nunnery until the folemnization of the nup-
tials: during this interval he, difturbed the
devotion of the holy fifterhood with repeated
feafts, concerts, and balls, whereby he excited
public horror, as a facrilegious violator of

maffacring many inhabitants of Mofcow. The gates of
the city were to be fuddenly fhut; thé cannon to ba fired
among the people affembled upon the occafion ; .‘Qd thofe
who" efcaped were to be hewn in pieces by
and Strelitz. At the fame time the Ruffian
to be murdered by the Polifh troops. TN
improbable in itfelf, is only fupported by the fuppo
feflion of two Polith nobles, to whom Demetrius is fald to
have revealed it a day or two before his affaffination ; but
we may more juftly believe it to have been a calumny, in-
vented by Vaffili Shuifki, te render the memory of his rival
more odious. Sce 5. R. G. vol. V. 342—~346.

9 ‘ religious
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" religious difcipline. By this infatuated be-
haviour he inflamed the difaffe@ion of his
fubje@s to fuch a degree, that a regular con-
fpiracy was concerted againft him. The
leader of -this confpiracy was prince Vaffili
Ivanovitch Shuifki, the fame perfon who had
owed his life to the lenity of Demetrius ; and
on whom this a& of clemency had no other
effe& than to render him more cautious in his
fubfequent machinations againft his benefactor.
Demetrius had frequently received intimations
from different quarters of a proje&ed infur-
re¢tion. The popular odium betrayed itfelf
by the moft alarming {ymptoms. Perfons
were heard crying in the flreets, « The tzar
« is an heretic worfe than a Turk, and not
¢ the fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch.” But; either
from natural magnanimity that braved all
danger, or from the inconfiderate levity of his
chara@@r, which would not attend to it, he
‘was infentible to all thefe prognoftics ; and
by obftinaiely perfevering in his obnoxious

and unp @ condu&, feemed almoft to in-
vite eftru&tion which awaited him.

The infurre@tion broke out early in
the morning on the 17th of May. The.

confpirators poflefled themfelves of the prin-

cipll Avenues leading fo the city; the
! N gl'eat

£
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great bell in the Kremlin, the common fignal
of alarm, was tolled; and a confufed cry
was fpread among the people, that the Poles
were preparing to maflacre the inhabitants.
Vaffili Shuifki, who had fecretly fomented
and inflaimed the public difcontents, led the
way to the palace, bearing a crofs in one
- hand, and a fabre in the other, accompanied
by a vaft multitude armed with the firft wea-
pons which chance prefented. This, party,
having overpowered the guards, burft open
the gates of the palace, and rufhed towards
the apartment of Demetrius. The latter,
awakened by the tumult, fummoned the few
guards who were immediately about his per-
fon, and fallying, without a moment’s deli-
beration, againft his aflailants, hewed down
feveral of the foremoft : being foon \?verborn
by numbers, he attempted to retreat into
the interior part of the palace; but,” clofely
preffed by his purfuers, he precipitatéd himfelf
from a window into a court, and diflocated,
his thigh with the fall,

Being difcovered in this deplorw
dition, he was conveyed back to the palace’
and brought before Vaffili Shuifki, who load-
ed him with reproaches for his impofture.
Not difmayed, however, with the menaces

of
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of his enemy, he perfifted * in maintaining
himfelf to be the real fon of Ivan Vaflilie-
vitch IL and, as a proof of the truth of his
afiertion, appealed to the teltimony of his
mother, who refided in the neighbouring con-
vent of Viefnovitfkoi. * The firmnefs and con-
fiftency of his afleverations made a confider-
able impreffion upon many of the Rufitan
foldiers ; who peremptorily declared, that they
would prote® him from all injury, unlefs
Maria' Feodorofna formally renounced him as
her fon. On this unexpeced declaration,
Vaffili Shuifki, accompanied with fome Ruf-
fian nobles of his party, repaired to the con-
vent, and returned inflantly with the follow-
ing anfwer from that princefs; ¢ That the
s real Demetrius was flain at Uglitz; that
¢ the perfon who at prefent affumed his
name was an impoftor; and that the had
beei? conftrzined by menaces to acknow-
¢ ledge’ him for her fon.” Upon the deli-
very of this meflage, the unhappy monarch
was inftaatly’ facrificed to the fary of his

£¢

£¢

¥ Mr. Muller fays, all the Ruffian writers declare, that
he confefled his impofture ; but it is certain that he did
not ; otherwife, why did Vaflili Shuifki repair to the con-
vent to obtain the tzarina’s declaration, when his own
confeffion would have been fully {fufficient ? .
X enemies.

L}
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enemies. Neither was their vengeance ap-
peafed by his death, but extended even to his
inanimate body ; it was pierced with repeated
wounds, ftripped naked, and expofed for three
days in the ftreets to the infults of the popu-
lace ; it was then depofited in the public char-
nel-houfe, and afterwards * reduced to afhes,
from-a notion that the earth would be polluted
by the interment of fo unholy a corpfe.

The aflaffination of Demetrius was followed
by a general tumult: the houfes of all the
foreigners were pilfaged; and not only the
Poles, who fcll into the hands of the people,
but even many Ruflians who wore the Polith
drefs, were maflacred. Though this flate of
anarchy lafted only ten hours; yet more than
two thoufand perfons loft their lives. The

* Tt fcems, by other accounts, that the quy was firfk
buried without the cnty, and that the multinf@e &ocked in
crouds to the place. "« The common people hehevc that
¢ mufic was heard in the night, and that fpedires were
« feen hovering about the place where he was buricd.
“ For thefe reafons the body was dugwp, a0d fhot from
« the mouth of a cannon.” Schmidt R.. G. vo\I. p. 362.
The author of the Ruffian Impoftor alfo writes, he
% people dug up his poor carcafe out of ar obfcure grave's
“.and after a repetition of barbarities upon him, they
« burnt the body, and feattered the athes in the air’

p. 1250
dreadf)
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dreadful fcene was finally clofed by the ele&tion
of Vaffili Ivanovitch Shuifki to the throne of
Ruffia. * Manifeftoes * were immediately pub-

lithed, in which the new tzar juftified his

conduct, and detailed the hiftory and fortunes

- of his predeceflor ; whom he pronounced an

*

adventurer, whofe real name was Grifka Otre-
pief. He afcribes to him an intention’ of
extirpating the principal Ruffian nobility, and
of introducing the Roman catholic religion
into Ruffia: accufes him of holding a corre-
fpondence with the pope for that purpofe;

infinuates that he had even.-promifed to cede
the provinces of Smolenfko and Severia to ‘the
king of Poland; reprefents him as an heretic
and a forcerer; difplays, in the moft odious
colours, his averfion to the manners and cuf-
toms of the Ruffians, his attachment to
foreigners; and expatiates with much art
upon every part of his charaler which was
moft likely to excite the public abhor-
rence. A few days afterwards a manifefto
appearedsin the name of the tzarina Maria

Feoldorofna, in which fhe apologizes for
" having owned the impoftor for her fon, and

, # Mr. Muller found théfe manifeftos in the archives of
Thherdine 8. R. G. 347. 364. 366, -

again
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" again acknowledges that the real Demetrius
was affaflinated at Uglitz; that the impoftor,
upon their firft interview near Mofcew, firft
accoftcd her alone *, and threatened her and
her family with the moft crusl tormentis, if
fhe rcfufed to recognize himn as her off-
{pring. ‘

All thefe allegations, however, thus urged
againft the pretenfions of Demetrius, could
not efface the prepofleflions entertained by the
generality of the Ruffians in favour of his
imperial defcent. A freth infurreion was
hourly expeéted; and fome tranfient tumults
" took place, in which Vaffili Shuifki narrowly
efcaped deftrution. In this -critical ftate of
affairs he had recourfe to the followmg exX~-
pedient, for the purpofe of appeafing the pub-
lic {ufpicions. A rumour being f{pread, that
the body of the young prince, formgrly mur-
dered at Uglitz, had performed miracles; a
deputation of feveral bithops and nobles was
difpatched to take up the hallowed ''corpfe

% Habe mit irh geredet ohne dafs jemand von ilen 0l
aren, oder andern Leuten, dabey feyn doerfen. S. R.
vol. V. p. 367. Margaret, on the contrary, who was
probably prefent at this interview, fays exprefsly, £ aprés
« confercnces d’un quart d’heur, en prefence de tous les
% nobles et de ceuz de lo ville,” &c. p. 125

frome
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from the fepulchre, and to tranfport it to
Mofcow. < Upon opening the tomb,” relates
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‘Mr. Muller from the Ruffian archives, “an

agreeable odour filled the whole church :
the body was uncorrupted, and the very
clothes entire; one of his hands grafped
fome nuts_that were {prinkled with blood,
and which the young prince had been eat-
ing at the inftant of his affaflination. His
relics were carried in great ftate to Mof-
cow: on their approach to the city they
were met by Vaffili Shuifki, the widow of
Ivan Vaflilievitch II. and a large con-
courfe of people, and depofited with much
folemnity in the cathedral of St. Michael.
During the proceflion many troubled with
various diforders were miraculoufly reftored

‘to health : after the body had been placed

in the cathedral, thirteen fick perfons de-
clared “themfelves to have been relieved of
their complaints by the interpofition of the
faint ; and the fame number were healed on
the enfuing day *,”

Let us contraft this account with the re-

Letlon of the oppofite party. “ Own the 4th of

June a difpute congerning Demetrius arofe,

* 5. R. G, vol. V. p. 371,
¢ between
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“ between the Strelitz and the people, who
¢ afferted that he was not an impoftor. The
*« tzar and the boyars cry out, The people
< (hall have ocular conviction that the true
« Demetrius was killed at Uglitz ; his body-
« is now removing to Mofcow, and has per-
« formed many ftupendous miracles. The
“ boyars procured a poor man’s child, about
“ thirteen years of age, cut its throat; and
< haviig committed it for a few days to the
« ground, conveyed it to Mofcow, thowed it
“ to the people, and declared that this was
¢ the true Demetrius, whofe body, although
“ fo long interred, was ftill unecorrupted,
« which the foolith multitude believed, and
¢ were appeafed *.”

The reader will judge which of thefe two
accounts is moft likely to be true.

Thefe are the principal circumfances in
the adventures of the perfon, who feated
himfelf upon the Ruffian throne under the
nmame of Demetrius. His hiftory is' greatly.
involved in contradi@ion and obfcur}ty un-
biafled, howcver, by the prejudices of ext@r
party, let us comparé with candour’ their
oppofite reprefentations; and endeavour to

# Payerne in Schmidt Rufl. Gefl, vol, I p. 364.
afcertain,

/
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afcertain, whether he was an impofior, .or
the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch 1L
They who contend that he was an im-
poftor, thus relate his hiftory: e was of
the family of Otrepief; his real name was
George, which, upen his afluming the mo-
naftic habit in the fourteenth year of his
age, he changed into Gregory, and was ge-
" nerally known by the appellation of Grifka *
Otrepief: for fome time he refided at Sufdal,
and having afterwards wandered from con-
vent to convent, was confecratel deacon in
' the monaftery of Tchudof at Mofcow, where
he was employed by the patriarch in tran-
fcribing books for the fervice of the church.
It is not afcertained, even from thefe accounts
of his life, at what period he firft ftyled him-
felf Demetrius. Some report, that while he
continged in the monaftery of Tchudof, he

obtained the moft minute information re-
lative to the perfon and charatter of the
- prince, and even began to affume his name,
for which he was decmed infane, and excited
the laughtér of the monks. Others cbferve,
that he was in pofleflion of feveral jewels

% Grifka, in the Ruffian tongue, fignifies little Gregory.
He was called alfo Roftriga, or Defertet, from having
quitted lis convent,

Vor. I I which
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which had formerly belonged to Demetrius 3
and, having one day declared that he fhould
afcend the throne of Ruffia, he was™ confined,
by order of Boris Godunof, in a diftant mo-
naftery, from whence he efcaped into Poland 5
his adventures in which country have been
already related.—On the -contrary, Margaret,
who afferts that he is the true Demetrius,

gives the following detail.
Demetrius, being-refcued from affaffination
by the fubftitution * of another child, was
fecretly

** The principal objeQion to the account of Margaret,
arifes from the difficulty of fubftituting a child in the place
of Demetrius, particularly if the fon of his nurfe was one of
the affaflins; and that Vaflili Shuitki is faid to have exa-
mined the body of the deceafed, foon after the fuppofed
aflaflination. To this it may be anfwered, that his mother
had fufficient reafons to be upon her guard ggainft the at-
tempts of Boris Godunof; and it is evident that fuch at-
tempts had been made previous to the. aflaffiftation, from.
the following paffage in Fletcher, who was at Mofcow in
the beginning of Feodor’s reign. «'Befides' the emperot
"« that now is, who hath no chjld, nor ever li £ to have,
« there is but one more, a child of fix or feven years old,
“ in whom refteth all the hope of the fucceffion, and the
% pofterity of that houfe. Heis kept in a remote place
<« from Motko, under the tuition of his mother,'and her
« kindred of the houfe of the Nagaies; yet not fafe (as 1
“ have heard) from attempts of making away by practice of /

. « /bmg
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fecretly educated in Ruflia until the ele€tion
.of Boris Godunof, when he was conveyed into

. Poland

' < fomeithat b‘fpire to the fucceffinyif this emperor die witheut
« iffue” Fletcher’s Rufiia, Chap. V.
“ Il eft affez a prefuppofer,” as Margaret juftly obferves,
« que la mere & les autres, &c. voyant ce but ou le dit
A Borls tendoit, eﬁ'ayerent par tous moyens 2 delivrer ’en-
3 fant du danger ot il eftoit. Or je fcay et je crois que
« Pon confeffera quil n’y avoit nul autre moyen que de le
« changer et en fuppofer un-autre en fa place, et le faire
¢ nourrir fecretement, en attendant fi le temps ne change-
<, roit ou empécheroit point les “deffeins du dit Boris Fe-
« dervits. Ce qu'ils effeGuerent fi bien que nuls, fors
« ceux de la partie n’en fcurent rien,” &c. p. I 54+
With refpe to the privity of the nurfe, and her fon, the
witnefs of the bell-ringer, and the teftimony of Vaffili

Shuifki, L’Evefque makes the following judicious obferva-
tions.

“ Mais ces circonftances font elles bien confirmées.
« ‘Tous les affaffins du tzarévitch furent maffacrés prefqu’
< auﬁ'vtﬂu ils eurent commis ce crime. Ils n’ont point
« été interrogés, on n’a rien fu de leur bouche. Un fon-
« neur de la cathedra]e fut temoin du meurtre de Dmitri,
% Mais qui a regu fon temoxgnage? Eft il méme certain
“ que c¢ temoin ait exifté ! Si les affaffins furent trompés,
« pait il pas pu Pétre lui méme, et prendre pour le tzaré-
“¢ vitch un enfant du méme age ! Ne convient-on-pas que
¢ Boris, &c. Mais Chouifki mais Clechnin furent envoyés
¢ 2 Quglitch par Boris ; ils virent et reconnurent le corps
“ du tzarévitch et lui rendirént les honneurs funebres.
“ Eh! fait-on ce qu’ont vu ces deux émiffaires de Boris,
« ¢ quils lui ont rapporté en fecret? Le corps méme
12 « qu’ %le
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Poland under the care of the monk Grifka,
which afterwards gave rife to the report that
Gifkr had perfonated Demetrius. A’ a proof
that they were two diftin& perfons, he in-
forms us, that Boris Godunof fent repeated
exprefits to his guards upon the frontiers, to
. prevent all travellers from quitting the coun-
try, even fhould they be provided with pafi-
ports ; for there were tws fraifors who were
endeavouring to efcape into Poland. Mar-
garet adds, Gritka was thirty-five years of
aze, and Demetrius fcarcely twenty-four; he
accompanied the new tzar to Mofcow, and
was {een by many in that city, being a perfon
well known, and having a brother who pof-
fefled an eftate near Galitz: he was noto-
rious before his flight into Poland for his

« gu’ils examinerent, defiguré par des bleflu®Nect gardé
« long-temps fans étre embaumé, devait étre geconnaif-
« fable. On ignore abfolument ce qu’ils ont désouvert,
« et ce qu’ils ont penfé. S'ils ont dibité 4 Jedt retour
¢« une fable concertée entr’eux et le miniftre, ils n’ont pu
« dans le {uite faire connaitre la verité, fans avoukr qu’ils
« avoient é:é des fourbes vendus 3 un fcélérat,” &c.
Vol IIL. p. 227.—In a word, the belief that 2 child was
fubftitutzd in the place of Demetrius, though liable to
many objections, is yet atfended with much fewer difficul-
ties, than the notion that the tzar who reigned under the

name of Demetrius was an impoftor,, i v

2 infolence
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Infolence and drunkennefs, amd, on account
of his mifcondu@, was banithed by Deme-
trius tQ, Yaroflaf. Margazet, moreover, was
informed by an Englith merchant of Yaroflaf,
well acquainted with Grifka, that the latter,
upon the news of the tzar’s death, and even
after the eletion of Vaffili Shuifki, folemnly
protefted that the faid Demctnas was the
real fon of Ivan Vaffiliévitch; and that he
himfclf was Grifka Otrepief, who had con~
du@ed the prince into Poland. Soon after-
wards Grifka was conveyed to Mofcow by
order of Vaffili Shuifki, and totally dliap-

peared *.

If this narrative is authentic, according to
the confeflion of Mr. Muller, it completely
refutes the reprefentation of the oppofite party.
In  what manner then does this ingenious
author attempt to difcredit the pofitive tefti-

mony®of Margaret; for upon this the whole
queflion feems to turn? ¢« But how,” fays

he, “can we imagine, that any one could
“ ever hold two perfons to be the fame indi-
“ vidual, at a time when the contrary could
* be o eafily proved ?” The contrary indeed
¢ould be eafily proved during the reign. of

* Margarct, 152 to 1 57.

13 Demetrius,
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Demetrius, when Griika\ was at Mofcow. or
at Yaroflaf, and at a time .when few Ruffians
doubted the fa& ;-+but the aflertion vras not |
fo eafy' to be refuted when Grifka was fent no
one knows where, and when no perfon durit
contradi& the manifefto of Vaffili Shuifki,
« Let us fuppofe,” adds Mr. Muller, ¢ that
« the oppofite party, in defiance of all
« truth, had firlt invented fo groundlefs a
« fable; let us fuppofe that Grifka was im-
< mediately banithed, as foon as the enemies
« of Demetrius had made the latter pafs for‘
« that monk ; how does it happen that no
« writer, befide Margaret ¥, has taken nonce
« of fo "remarkable a cu‘cum{’canceP It is.
generally allowed that one goad evidence ought
to outweigh a croud of prejudiced witnefles ;
fo that if Margaret’s credibility is fuperior to
that of his opponents, we muft, thgigh he
ftands fingle, affent to the truth of his ac:-

% Margaret, howevet, does not ftand fingle in fuppoﬁng_
Grifka, and him who paffed for Demetrius, to be diftinct’
perfons For, among others, Conrad Buffau, who was:
prefent at Mofcow during the troubles, aﬂ'erts, that Deme-’
trius was the'natural fon of Stephen Bathori kmg of Poland,
which is fufficient to fhow that the report prevailed at that
time of Grifka and the other bemg dnﬁ'erent perfons,
8. R, G. vol. V, p.191.

count,
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count. And whe are the writers whofe au-
thority is preferred to that of Margaret?
The native. hiftorians, who wrote after the
acceflion of Vaffili Shuifki—But their tefli-
mony cannot be admitted in this cafe; for
could any Ruffian venture to contradict the
~ manifefto of the fovereign, or call in' queftion

the fan&ity of the relics eftablithed by a de-

cree of the church #?
It

* It may perhaps be thought by many too bold to fet
afide the authority of all the Ruffian hiftorians, who may
be fuppofed to have obtained better intelligence than fo-'
reigners.  But Mr. Muller calls in queftion the teftimony -
‘of a Rufian embaflador in favour of Demetrius, becaufc he
wrote at a time when the latter was upon the throne, and
acknowledged by the whole nation; for the fame reafon,
thercfore, we mult fet afice the evidence of ghe Ruffians
who wrote after his affaffination, and at a time when his
being an impoftor was made an article of the public
faith, ™ .

And,dndeed, if it is confidered from what fufpicious me-
morials the Ruffian authors muft have drawn their mate-
rials, this mode of reafoning will not appear unjuftifiable,
Of all the Ruffian writings relating to the hiftory of De-
metrius, cited by Mr. Muller,l the principal are the mani-
feftoes of Shuifki, and 2 manufcript account of the troubles,
compiled by order of the tzar Michael, and fent to the
king of France as a juftification of the war entered into
againt Sweden. But fuch documents iffuing from go-

yernment muft in this” inftance be allowed to be very ex-
14 ceptionable
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It muft be confefied, however, that there is,
one author who 1s not liable” to thefe fufpi-
cions. ¢ Petreius;” continues Mr. Muller,
¢ has given, in, many inftinces, the moft
« exact intelligence ; and he has demonfirated
¢« the impofture of the falfe Demetrius with
“ many proofs. Is it poflible, therefore, to
« f{uppcfe him ignorant that Demetrius and
« Grifka were two different perfons, if that
¢ fact had becen well grounded?” Here then
the teftimony of Petreius is -put in the oppo-
fite fcale againft that of Margaret; both fo-
reigners ; both prefent at Mofcow at the time
of the infurreCtion ; and both fuppofed to be
unbiaflfed by the civil and religious prejudices
of the Ruffians; and yet both of different fen-
timents. _Let us thercfore examine their cha-
raéter and fituation, and confider whether there
are any circomftances which render one writer
more worthy of credit than the otherﬁ/far—
garet was a Frenchman, who enteredﬂthe
Ruﬁ"an fervice in the reign of Botis Godunof

was pzeilnt in the army which.was fent againft
.

ceptionable records.—In all affairs, wherein the natxonal
prejudices are not concerned, the evidence of a native. is to
he preferred to that of foreigners ; but the teftimony of
the Jatter becomes fuperior, whcn the former are warped
by f:ar or prejudnce.

Demetrius ;
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Demetrivs; dnd always atted with approved
bravery and fidelity. Afterwards, when De-
metrius sdcemded the throne, he was conti-
nued in his fcrv:c& as captain of the guards.
He pofleffed, therefore, many opportunities
of inveftigating his real hiftory ; and he has
recorded it in a work which, upon his return
to France, he publithed at the command. of
Henry IV.*

Mr. Muller, however, obje&s to the au-
thenticity of Margaret’s narrative in the fol-
loWing words. ¢ A witnefs of this fort
“ would not be admitted in any court of
juftice, and cannot, in this inftance, merit
our-belief. His judgment might be warp-
¢ ed; partly from confidering it as'% difgrace
« to have engaged in the fervice of-an im-
“ poftor; and partly from not being well
“ ufed by the oppofite party after the death
“ of the falfe Demetrius. Hence he might

be enticed, from motives of refentment, to
(41

« “ brand with infamy the enemics of Deme-
114

“ trius, and to trcat as mefe falichoods all
“ the reports-of the impoftor’s real origin.

We mufl, therefore, .accufe Margaret either

€

(24

<¢

13

* Eftat de PEmpire de Ruﬂie, &c. parle Capxtame
\/Iargaret.

(13 Of

/7
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_ ¢ of having advanced a falfehood ; or fuppofe
“ that he had heard of another Otrepief, who
“ was at that time prefent gt-Mofcow, and
« whom he ftrangely confounds with Grif-
# ka*.” This is the only obje&ion which
‘even the ingenuity of Mr. Muller can urge
againft Margaret. ' '
Petreius, whofe authority is fo fondly pre-
ferred to that of Margaret, was minifter
from Charles IX. king of Sweden to the
court of Mofcow in the reigns of Boris Go-
dunof, Demetrius, and Vaffili Shuifki. The
clofe conneion of Demetrius with Sigif-
mond king of Poland, the inveterate enemy of
Charles IX. induced the latter to tender his
affiftance *to Boris Godunof, upon the firft
entrance. of the new claimant into Ruflia,
Charles ‘is alfo reprefented as greatly alarmed
at the fuccefs of Demetrius; and immediately
after his aflaffination entered into a treaty of
the ftriGteft amity with Vaffili Shwiki, It
was therefore the intereft of the Sivedifh court .
to reprefent Demetrius as an impofigr; and
Petreius, as Swedifh minifter, was obliged to
countenance the report patronized +by his

N

* B.R. G.vol. V. p. 182 and 193,
t Dalin’s Gefchichte von Schweden, vol, IV. p. 475.

mafter.
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mafter. But if we fhould even allow that
Petreius wgs not mﬂuenced in his Judgmént'
'by the his own court ; yet, as® an,
author, he is liably to great exception: for
"'the numberlefs fi&idns and grofs mifreprefen-
tations, which he retails in his Chronicle,
prove his extreme pronenefs to credulity %,
Whereas, on the contrary,. the credibility of
‘Margaret ftands unimpeached ; and even the

* Mr. Muller has noticed and -correfted innumerable
© errors, relative to the moft important tranfallions, in the
Chronicle of Petrcius. It would be endlefs to mention
them. I fhall therefore only relate one, which will un-
queftionably prove the credulity of Petreius. ¢ Feodor
« Ivanovitch,” fays that aythor,  upon his dcath-bed,
s¢ being requefted by the nobility to name a fucceffor, an-
s¢ fwered, ¢ That perfon to whom I fhall deliver my fceptre
s¢ fhall be tzar after me,” Soon afterwards he offered it to
' Feodor Nikititch Romanof ; but he delivered it to his
“ brothegf¥xander, who gave it to a third called John,
“ who prgfented it to a fourth called Michael. The latter-
$¢ pafled it to another nobleman : at laft the tzar threw the
. ¢ feeptre from him, crying out in a paffion, ¢ Take it who
% will ;’ upon which Boris took it up, and the tzar died
 immediately.”” This ridiculous. tale is contradicted by
the moft authentic records, by the whole hiftory of the
fubfequent eleGtion of Boris Godunof; and yet this is the
writer whofe authority is oppofed to Margaret. Sce
§ R, G. vol. V. p. 64, &c.

Pcnetr ating‘



124 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA., B. 3.

.penetiating fagacity of Mr. Muller himfelf
cun only difcover in his work a few trifling
crrors which arc of no momg ! appears
then, that both as to chay®ter and fituation,
the teftimony of Margargh is preferable to
that of Petreius ; and if the queftion is to be
ultimately decided by one of thefe two writers,
whofc authority is the moft unqueftionable ;
the tzar who reigned under the name of De-
metrius was no impoftor, but the real fon of
Ivan Vaffilievitch II.

I fhall now throw together a number of
particulars ; which, in addition to thofe al-
ready enumerated, induce me to efpoufe the
opinion that the tzar was no impoftor.

1. The condu& of Boris Godunof. 2. Sup-
pofed rcfemblance between the real Deme-
trius and the perfon who reigned in his name.
3- His fuccefs and cpndu& upon the throne.
4. Teftimony of Maria Feodorofna, % 5+ Ar-
guments ufed by the Ruffians to prove the
impofture.

1. The conduct of Boris Godunof | lenly
demonflirates that he thought him the real
Demetrius.  For oth@rmfc, why did he not
produce Maria Feodorofna, the mother of
Penetrive, and obtain her public avowal that

' her
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her fon was not alive *# ? Her te{’cimony at

would haVe, unqueﬁiombly afcer-

bably Boris Goduttof examined her puvatcly ;
and, finding her to perfift in her aflertion,
that Demetrius had ¢fcaped from Uglitz, he
 removed her to a convent at a confiderable
diftance from Mofcow, that the might not
give. a fan&ion to the pretenfions of h1s
rival.

2. The fuppofed rcfemblmcc between the
prince Demetrius, who was educated at Uglitz,
and the perfon who reigned under hi$ name,
comes next under conflideration. This re-
{fomblance confifted in a wart under the 1"1ght
eye, and in one arm thorter than the other.
« But how is it known,” 1.1ys Mr. Muller
upon gme head, ¢ that the prince had thefe
“ defedts ? for they are not mentioned in
« the Ruflian narratives, but are only re- .
“ lated by foreigners, who had never feen
“ him. May we not therefore fuppofe. them
“ mere inventions, calculated to difplay fome

% « Pyis tant de faufles alle egations pour perfuader de

“ peuple, qu'il eftoit un impofteur, fans que jamais Boris
« youluft i mtelroger la mere en public, pour temoigner de
« ce qui cn eftoit.” Margaret, p. ¥51.

¢ refemblance
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« refemblance between the true and falfe
« Demetrius * ?” In anfwer to this we may
reply, that the Ruffian a sy evidently
compiled long after the feriod in queftion,
and chiefly taken from tht manifeftos of go-
.vernment, would never record any circum-
ftance which might tend, in the flighte(t"
degree, to favour any likenefs between a
perfon vhom they ftyled an impoftor, and
the young prince. And it may be added,
that if the tzar alledged the wart under his
right eye, and the fhortnefs of his arm, as
proofs of his being the real Demetrius; who
can fuppofe that' the prince had not thefe
defets, when there were fo many perfons of
the . firft diftinc&ion who could contradi€t the
truth of the report? ¢ But even allowing
« the fa@®,” continues Mr. Muller, « the
« conclufion by no means followswas the
“ ftrongeft refemblance has been frequently
« obferved between two different pc}'fons 5
“ and it is likewife poffible, that the falfe
“ Demetrius might have imitated a whrt in
¢« his face, and have feigned a defe&t in his
“ arm.” It is pofible, indeed, to account
Yor thefe circumftances in this manner ; 'ftill,

- * 8,R. G. vol. V. p. 190.
however,
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however, they muft be confidered, though not
as pofitig, yet as ftrong prefumptive evidence
in his fiVour;~fpecially when joined to many
other collateral pdoofs.

3. The fuccefd of his enterprize, and his
conduct upon the throne, fcemi to prove that
he was the real Demetrius. He entered
Ruffia with an inconfiderable force, which
increafed as he advanced; and although to-
tally defeated, - and almoft deferted by the
Poles, yet his army was foon recruited, and
became more formidable than before his dif-
comfiture. Perfons of the firft diftin&ion
joined him from all quartérs ; and the more
he became perfonally known to the Ruffians,
the greater number of partizans flocked to his
ftandard. Nor did this feem owing to any
want of popularity in Boris Godunof, whofe
admipiftration was greatly refpetted for its
vigour and wifdom ; it rather proceeded from
a general conviction that he was Demetrius.
When he was feated upon the throne he did
not a&t like an impoftor. Had he been
one, he would fcarcely have pardoned Vafiili
Shuifki, who had thrown doubts upon the
reality of his defcent. Inftead of difbelieving,
as he did, the ftrongeft reports of an impend-

ing 1infurretion ; he would have turned a
5 ready
X
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ready ear to the flighteft rumours of plots
and machinations, and have taken,every pre- -
caution againft them. ' In » his ge-
neral chara@ter was as tghoughtlefs and in-
confiderate- as it was opdh arid fincere: and,
above all, his freedom from fufpicion and
jealoufy were incompatible with. the prin-
ciples of an ufurper *.

4. The condué of Maria Feodorofna muft
be admitted as fupporting the fame fide of the
queftion:  After having openly acknowledged
him for her fon, the is faid to have publicly
difowned him. If both “the avowal and de-
nial were equally public, they .both might

¥ <« Puis parlons,” fays Margaret, ¢« de-fa clemence,
« envers un chacun aprés qu’il fut receu en Mofco, et
« principalement envers Vacilli Choutfquii, lequel fut con-
“ vaincu de trahifon, &c. et-mefmes fut ledit Demctrics
<« prié par ‘tous les afiiftans de le faire mowingvu qu'il
« s’eftait toujours trouvé perturbatcur.du repgs public.
% Je parle comme ayant ouy et veu ic tout de mes, brelllcsa
« Ce non obftant il luy pardonna, combien que Démetrius
< feavoit bien que nul n’ofvit afpirer 4 la couronnt: que la
« dite maifon de Chouitfqui. ! pardonna aufl & ‘ﬂu‘ncurs
« autres; car il eftoit fans foupgon,” p 171.

« Siil fe fat fenty coupablc en aucune chofz, il euft eu
«.jufte fujet de croire les machinations et erahifons com= '
« plottées et trammées contre fa pcrfonne, des quelles il
« euoit aflez adverty, ct y cult pi remedier avec grande
« facilité,” p. 174,

: equally
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equally have been extorted by fear; and her

teftimony ;muft be confidered as null. For

that woman deferve who

could at one tim®\admit a perfon to be her

fon, and at anothen reje@ him as-fuch? We |
may obferve, however, this dlﬁ“erence, that in

the former inftance fhe owned him in perfon ;

in the laster, the was not confronted with him,

but her anfwer was brought by Vaffili Shuifki *,.
who was moft interefted to prove him an im-

poftor. It therefore follows, that if (as feems

to be the cafe) her .avowal was public, and

her denial was not, ‘the former is more to' bé

depended upon: than the latter, and her téfti-

mony muft be -admitted in his favour +..

5 The

* Mr. Muller fays, Vafili Shuitki zook the trouble of rei
pairing himfelf to the convent. Gab fich. felbft die
muche, & *

+- TheRuffian authors-affert, that ab the time when the
relics were conveying to Mofcow, Ihe pubhcly retra&ed
. the former teftimony which fhe had given in his favour,
upon their firft interview near Mofcow; confeﬁ'mg, that
fhe had been induced by threats, as well as from a defire
of procuring her liberty, to acknowledgc an alien for her.
fon. But how are we certain that, fhe really made this
public confeflion ?- Its truth entirely refts upon the Ruffiaii
papers, whnch cannot, in tlus inftance, be ecfteemed au-
thentic records. But why was "her public recantation
poftponed to fo late\a period ?. and why was fhe not con-

Vor. II. K fronted
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_ -5. The very-arguments advanced by the
Ruffians to afcertain his impofture, ftrongly
eftablith the contrary pofition. how was
the reality of his imperialgd€fcent invalidated
by his being a forcerer, anfheretic, or 2 mufi-
cian ; by his predilection to the Poles; not
bowing to the image of St. Nicholas; not
bathing ; eating veal; and fuch frivolous
accufations ¥ ?  Does not the adoption of
thefe nugatory infinuations befpeak a great
deficiency of folid arguments? they may in-
cline, mdeed the Ruffians to believe him an
ufurper, but do not prove him one in the
eyes of dxfpaﬁ'lonate judges. The truth feems
,to be, that as he began to lofe the affettion of
his fubjets by his inconfiderate contempt of
their cuftoms and religion; thefe, and many
other unfavourable reports, calculated to raife

fronted with the tzar, when he fo repeatedl§ dppealed to

her tefhmony as the ftrongeft proof of his being the real

Demetrius? Have we not every reafon to conclud;, either

that fhe did not publicly retra&t her former aﬂ'everatlons in
his favour ; or that, being in Vaflili Shuifki’s poYver, fhe

had been finally compelled to a& in fubferviency to his

mandate ? .

# Many Ruffians, while tliey confeffed that he was the
real fon of Ivan Vaflilievitch, denied his right to the ‘throne,
becaufe his mother being the feverith - wife of that tzar, he
was illegitimate, "Margaret, p. 171

7 ' _ and.

’
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and increafe the popular odium; were circu-
lated by the intrigues of Vaiili Shuifki, whoe,
upon his?alaflination, was raifed to the
throne. x
* The fame remarke extend; with ftill greater
force, to the affertion, that the body interred
at'.U glitz was that of the real Demetrius from
its uncorrupted ftate, and the miracles it per-
formed. For the uncorrupted ftate of that
body, when it was firft conveyed to Mofcows
evidently proves it to have been fuppofititious ;
and the miracles it is faid to have performed
will convert no profelytes without the pale
of the Ruffian church. Wheén every other
expedient failed of convincing the generality’
of the Ruffians, that the late tzar was an
impoftor, recourfe ‘was finally had to pre-
tended miracles and facred relics. And it
muft be, allowed, that this ‘method of con-
vmcmg An ignorant and fuperftitious people
who doubted’ (and theére were many who
-doubted) was a ftroke of thé' moft confum-
mate policy ; as by thefe means the affertions
of Vaflili Shuifki were fan&ified by an ec=
clefiaftical decree; and the impofture of his
rival became an article of public. faith.
Indeed, fuch is the fuperftition with which
the ufurpation of Grifka is ﬁﬂl maintained,
K2, ‘ that



132 TRAVELS INTO RUSSTIA. B. 3.

that even at this diftance of time no Ruffian
hiftorian could venture to hint that Deme-
trius was not affaffinated at Ug112i and that
the perfon who affumed [ﬁs name was not.
Grifka: for it would be fontraditting a fun-
damental principle of belief, and rejeting
the relics of a faint much revered in this
country. | '

But it is tirhe to finith this inquiry; and
I fhall only add ; that having endeavoured to
examine the hiftory .of the tzar Demetrius
without prejudice or partiality, I am ftrongly
inclined to believe that he was not an im-
poftor, but the real perforage whofe name he
aflumed *.

* For the hiftory of Demetrius, fce Petreius Mofcov.
Chron. Margaret s Eftat de la Ruffie, p. 18 and 1g.—111
~—175. Payern in Schmidt: Rufl. Gef. vol. II. and par-
ncularly Muller’s 8. R. G. vol. V. p. 181 tg 380. That
ingenious author has drawn together, in one pOlI.lt of view,
the principal events of, this troublefome wra, and has re-
conciled, as much as poffible, the contradictory ac¢bunts of
the different writers: and though he has entirely adopted
the Ruffian prejudices, yet he has given the arguhllents of
the oppofite party with as much candour as could be ex-
pocted from an author who wrote in Ruflia,

CHAP
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CH A P. VIIL

Of the princefs Sophia Alexiefna.—Her cha-
raller mifreprefented—and from what caufes.
~Her power and influence during the reign
of Feodor Alexievitch.—Upon bis demife ex-

‘ cluded from all fhare in the adminifiration of
affairs.—Petcr appointed tzar to the preju-
dice of bes brother Ivan.—Progfs that be was
not razfed to the throne by the nemination of
Feodor, and that bis eleéiion was not unani-
mous—lInfurrection of the Strelitz.—Tumult
and maffacre.~Ivan and Peter declared joint
[fovereigns, and Sophia regent. — Probable
caufes of that revolutim.— The condut of
Sophia juftified from warious afper/fions. —
Her fall and imprifonment —Unjuftly accufed
of atfpmpting to affalfinate Peter.—Rebellion
of tha Strelitz.— Defeated.— Fruitlefs at-
tempts to convict Sophia of a correfpondence
with the rebels—She affumes the veil—Her
death.

HERE is fcarcely any portion in the

‘ anpals of this country more important
than the minority of Peter ‘the Great; and
no charaCter more grofsly mifreprefented than
K3 that



-
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that of his fifter Sophia Alexiefna, ‘who g0
verned Ruflia during that period., This il-
luftrious princefs united, in a veryz xtraordi-
nary degree, a variety of perfonal and mgntal
accomplithments ; but as the headed a party
in oppofition to Peter, the idolatry, which
has been univerfully paid to his extenfive
genius, has sreaily contributed towards dimi-
hifhing the luftre of her adminiftration..

I was led into thefe refletions from a vifit
which 1 paid to the DevitcLéi nunnery in the
fuburbs of Mofcow, where Sophia was !can-
fined during the laft feventeen years of her
life ; and as we have fcarcely any knowledge
of her chara&er but throagh the medium of
her adverﬂmes, I thall throw togedher a few
particulars, whmh induce me to Jud ¢ favour-
ably of her condu@; and fhall endzavour to
refcue her name froam that obloqu.y, which
has fo unjuftly per[ccuted her memory,

! Sophia

* Three foreign writers have principally contributed
to render the charater of Sophia extremely odious.

1. The firft of thefc writers is th:don_, in his Life of
Peter the Great. But his teftimony is in this inftance
extremely exceptionable, as well .on account of his notos
rious partiality to Peter, as becauf: he was particulurly
Prejudlccd againft prince Vafuli Galitzin, Sophia’s ptime

‘ minifters
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Sophia was born in the month of O&ober,
1658. Her father, Alexey - Michaelovitch,
the

.

minifter, for having degraded ‘his relation and patron
general Patrick Gordon.  See Korb Diarium, p. 216.

2. The fecond author is I.a Neuville, in his Relation
de la Mofcovie, who dignifies himfelf with the title of
envoy from the king of Poland to the court of Mcfcow;
and is generally fuppofed to have been refident in that city
at. the time of Sophia’s fall. His authority, therefore, is
deemed unqueftionable; and the enemies of this princefs
have not failed to cite it in proof of their accufations.
Any perfon, however, in the leaft converfant with the hif-
tory of Ruffia, will perceive in this work the groffeft
contraditions, and the moft abfurd tales. The author,
-after loading the chara&er of Sophia with more deceit and
cruelty than ever difgraced a Tiberius, or a Cafar Borgia,
affels the moft perfe& knowledge of all the fecret cabals
between her and prince Galitzin: he afferts their inten’
tion of marrying; of re-uniting the Greek and Latin
churches; of compelling Peter to affume the monaftic .
habit, og, ifethat fuiled, of aflaflinating him ; of declaring’
the children of Ivan illegitimate; and of fecuring the
throne ‘to themfelves and their heirs. And as if this
chimerical projet had been thought fure of fuccefs, he
adds, that prince Galitzin had ftill further views: he
hoped, that by re-uniting ‘Ruflia to the Roman catholic
church, he fhould be able to obtain the pope’s per.niffion
(ify as he flattered himfelf, he fhould furvive Sophia) to
appoint his own legitimate fon his {ucceflor to the throne,’
in preference to thofe whom he fhould have by the princefs,
while " his wife was alive. But fuch abfurd accounts cart,
their own refutation, and the writer who Tetails them muft

‘ Kg \ furely
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the fecond fovereign of the houfe of Romanof,
was twice married; firft-to Maria Ilinitchna

of

-

furely deferve no degree of credit, even fhould he be <« le
“ temoin oculaire,” as Voltaire ftyles him, “de ce qui
¢ fe pafla.” But the truth is, that this envoy to Mofcow
is a fuppofititious perfon: the author was Adrien Baillet,
who ftyled himfelf de la Neuville, from a village of that
name, in which he was born, and was never in Ruffia,
. The Relation de la Mofcovie was publifhed at the Hague
m 1609 ; and was probably compiled by the author from
the vague accounts of fome of Peter’s adherents, who ac-
companied that monarch into Holland in the year 1697,
I fhall have: occafion to mention other objetions againft
the authenticity of this performance.

See Menkeni Bibliotheca, where La Relation de la
Mofcovie is mentioned among the works of Adrien Baillet.
For an account of that author, fee Niceron Hommes Illuf-
tres ; article Ad. Baillet.

3. Voliaire has contributed more than any other writer
to fpread reports injurious to Sophia; but the truth of his
parrative of her rife, adminiftration, and fall, Js ligble to
the ftrongeft objections: he draws many fa&s,, jurged
- againft S.phia, from the work of the fuppdfed Polith envoyy
La Neuville, which has been juft fhown to be of ) 0 au-
* thority ; and extrats thc remainder almott folely from
certain memoirs, which being tranfmitted to him by order
of the emprefs Elizabeth, Peter’s daughter, would natutally
_throw the fevereft cenfures upon Sophia, and adopt all the
mifrcprefentations of her adverfaries,

But the violent prepoffeffions conceived againft the me-

mory of this unfortunate princefs begin to fubfide. Mul-
Jer has ventured to Jufhfy her charater in fome inftances;
X '+ the
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of the family of Milolaffki; fecondly, to Na-
talia Kirilofna, of the family of Narifkia : by
the former he had Feodor, Ivan, and feveral
princefles, among whom was Sophia; by
the latter, Peter the Great. During Maria’s,
life, her family was diftinguithed by Alexey,
and enjoyed a confiderable mﬂuence but after
her deceafe, and upon his marriage with Na-
talia, their power was eclipfed by the {uperior
afcendancy of the Narifkins, who fucceeded to
the confidence and favour of their fovereign.
Hence two parties were formed in the court;
and perpetual quarrels took place between
the children of Alexé¢y by his firft wife, and
their ftep-mother Natalia. During this pe-
riod, Ivan Michaelovitch Milolafiki, the head
~ of that family, endeavoured fecretly to under- -
mine the Narifkins: he attributed to their
influence ghat the taxes were increafed; that

the author of the Antidote to the Abbé dc Chappe’s Jour-
ney into Siberia, fpeaks of her in a favourable manner;
and L’Evefque has evidently thewn, that her charalter has
been grofsly mifreprefented, that fhe was a princefs of great
merit, and by no means deferving of the reproaches which
have been caft upon her conduét. I had already finithed
this chapter, as well as the laft, before his hiftory made its
appearance 3 and though the arguments of that judicious
hiftorian had no fhare in forming, they certainly confirmed
my opinion in favour of Sophia.

' the
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the pay was with-held from the foldiery ;
and, in a word, reproached them as the au-
thors of all the grievances which were urged
againft the government of Alexeéy. By thefe
and other artifices he laboured to render
them unpopular; and having gained’ over
to his party a large body of Strelitz *, waited
for a favourable opportunity of executing his
defigns .

Upon the acceffion of Feodor to the throne,
his relations, the family of Milolaftki, re-
affumed their former importance, and the
Narifkins were excluded from all fhare in the
adminiftration of affairs.

Sophia had gained the efteem and affetion
of her brother Feodor, by the fuperiority of
her underftanding ; her infinuating addref(s ;
and unwearied attention during the long illnefs
_which at length brought him prematurely to
the grave. ‘To her that weak prince; whofe
infirmities rendered him unfit to govern, re-
figned the abfolute direCtion of affairs}' and,
at her fuggeftion, placed his fole conlﬁience

# The Ruffian regiment of* guards were called Strelitz,
or Streltfi, until they were fuppreffed, and the name abo=
. lithed, by Peter the Great.

+ Suwnorokof’s Aufruehr der Strelitzen, p. 4.
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in prince Vaflili Galitzin, a nobieman who
had greatly diftinguifhed himflf, under the
reiyn of Alexey Michaelovitch, for his politi~
cal abiiities.

Upon the demife of Feodor without iffue,
on the 27th of April, 1682, Ivan his brother,
and rightful heir of the throne, was excluded
from the fucceflion on account of his incapa-
city, and his half-brother Peter was declared
tzar. In regard to this event, the pariizans
of Peter endeavour to eftablith two pofitions:
1. That he was raifed to this dignity in con-
fequence of Feodor’s exprefs appointment;
and, 2. By the unanimous voice of the na-
tion.

1. With refpe&t to the firft pofition, that
Peter was nominated tzar in confcquence of
Feodor’s * exprefs appointment ; when we
confider, that Feodor was entirely governed
by bophxa and his own farmly, it is not pro-
bable, that he fhould a& in dire¢t oppofition

. to their interefts, and enfure, by the nomina-
tion of Peter, the adminiftration of affairs
to the Narifkins: and this ftate of the cafe

Vy e . e PR

* Feodor avant d’expirer, voyant que fon frére Ivan,
trop difgracié de la nature, était incapable de regner, nom-
ma pour héritier des Ruffes fon fecond frére Picrie, &c.
Voltaire. .
T has
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has been lately eftablithed by an hiftorian #*

of unqueftionable authority, who igforms us,
upon the authority of the moft authentic
records, that Peter did not owe his elevation
to any declaration of Feodor in his favour, but
merely to the fuffrages of thofe perfons in
whom the right of nominating the fucceffor
was vefted..

2. In regard to the fecond pofition, the
unanimity of Peter’s eleGtion; Muller, who
has explored the Ruflian archives with a
view of afcertaining this point, can fupply us
with no better proofs than the following in-
formation .

“ Soon after the death of Feodor, all the
« fervants of the court, the officers, and ec-’
«¢ clefiaftics, who were then at Mofcow, af-
“ fembled in the palace and the court-yard to
« kifs the hand of the deceafed monarch;
« after which ceremony they alfo kiffed the
“ hands of the two princes Ivan and Peter,
« the former of whom was fixteen, and the
« latter ten years of age. 'The ill health of
« JIvan, the hopeful appearance of Peter‘,' and

* Prince Sherebatof. See Bach. Rufl, Bib. vol.' V.
p- 502. .

+ Von Peter’s des Groffen erftern Gelangung zum
Thron, in Jour, Pet. for 1780,

. €« the
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the well-known prudence and virtue of
his mother *, induced all who were prefent
to prefer the younger to the elder brother,
and unanimoufly to raife Peter to the throne.
The aftonifhing quiet and unanimity with
which this important affair was accom-
plithed, feems to prove, that it was precon-
certed by the patriarch and principal nobi-
lity. - The patriarch Joachim, defcended
from a noble family, was at the head of
this tranfaion. As foon as the princip,af
courtiers, ecclefiaftics, nobles, officers, mer-
chants, and a great concourfe of people,
were affembled before the imperial palace,
he demanded of them, whom they would
nominate tzar, Ivan or Peter? The quef-
tion was extremely unufial, but, being juf-
tified by the circumftances, was imme-
diately anfwercd in favour of Peter. Pro-
bably the party of Ivan had not forefeen that
a younger prince, who was a minor, would
be preferred to his elder brother ; and were

* This princefs was then {carcely 24 years of age, and

had hitherto given no proofs of her prudence and wifdom,
—L’Evefque more juitly ftyles her « jeune princefle qut
« p’avoit pu fe faire encore aucune reputation.”

< therefore
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therefore not prepared to make any 5ppyﬁ:ia7z
to the atp.intment of Peler. “

“ Two contradiCtory accounts of this no-
mination are given in two of the moft au-
thentic records ‘in the archives of' Mofcow.
The firft informs us that Ivan, as the eldcft,
publicly renounced his right to the crown,
before it could be conferred upon Peter:
the fecond makes ro mention of this re-

-nunciation, but afcribes the nomination

of Peter to the general wifhes of the
nation.” ,
The firft record in the office for foreign

affairs thus relates the tranfaction:
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“ And the patriarch Joachitn, and the
metropolitans and archbithops, and all the
clergy, and the Siberian and Kaflimovian
princcs, and the Boiars and Okolnitfhi,
and the Doumnie-Diaki, and the Stolnics
and Straeptfhi, and the nobility of Mofcow,
and the Shilitfi, and the nobles from: the
country, and the foldiers and Gofli,' and
the merchants arid people, entreated; the
princes, Ivan and Peter, that one of them
would pleafe to afcend the hereditary throne
of Ruflia,” &c. And the tzarovitch Ivan faid,
it being advantageous for the public that
my brother the tzarovitch and great-duke

“ Peter
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« Peterifhould afcend the throne of Ruffia,

« becaufe\bis mother the tzarina Natalia is
s alive : 1, therefore, the tzarovitch and great-
« duke Ivan, refign the throne to the tzaro-
 vitch and great-duke Peter. And the tzar
« and great-duke Peter afcended the throne,”
&e.

According to the other record, which is
in the Journal of Occurrences at court, ¢ the
“ patriarch demands of the perfons affembled
* for the nomination of the new foverelgn,
“ whom they would ele& tzar, Ivan or
“ Peter. . And the Stolnics and Straeptthi,
« and the nobles, and the Diaki, and the Shi-
“ litfi, and the Dietiboiarfki, and the Gofti,
and the merchants, and the other people of
different ranks, anfwered unanimoufly, that
« the throne of all the kingdoms of the great,
« Ruffian empire belonged to Peter Alexic-
« yitch:"and then the patriarch addreffed
.« the Boiars, Okolnitfhi, privy counfellors,
“ and principal perfons belonging to . the.
« court ; and the Boiars, &c. anfwered unani-
moufly, The tzarovitch and great-duke
Peter is, by the choice of all the ftates and
people of the Mofcovite, empire,  tzar and
« great-duke of all Great, Little, and Whlte
¢ Ruffia,” &c. &e.
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We may remark upon thefe ex'ir(_"ts, that
being evidently compiled by the 4friends of
Peter, even if they did not contradi®t each
other, their authority would be exceedingly
exceptionable ; nor could their filence, with’
refpet to any oppofition, be confidered as a
fufficient teftimony that the fuffrages in favour
of Peter were unanimous; becaufe his adhe-
rents would never record any particulars
tending in the {malleft degree to invalidate his
pretenfions, or to {upport thofe of Ivan. Be-
fides, when we recollet the power of the
family of Milolaffki during the reign, of Feo-
dor'; the influence which prince Vaffili Galit-
zin muft have acquired from his office of
prime minifter ; and particularly the infinuat-
ing manners and popularity of Sophia; all
of whom were bound, not only by the ftrong-
eft ties of intereft, but even for their common
fecurity, to fupport the caufe of ivafm 5 we
cannot, with any degree of probability,'fup-
pofe, that the nomination of 'Peter was as
unanimous as it is reprefented. And jndeed
it is certain *, that a nobleman, named Sum-
balof, abfolutely objected to the invalidity of
the election, becaufe the younger brother was

* Sumorokof, p» 55—57-
preferred
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pr‘eferré’%ro‘ the elder; that his remonftrance
was folloWed by thofe of many others; and
that even the patriarch Joachim, who is
efteemed by Mr. Muller a ftrong "advocate of
"Peter, foon afterwards embraced the party of
Ivan: thefe circumftances feem to imply that -
Peter was not raifed to the throne by the
unanimous voice of the nations and that the
fuffrages of the affembly had been firrprized by
the fecret machinations of the Narifkins.

Peter, however, by whatfoever means
his nomination was obtained, received, as
fole fovereign, the fealty of his fubje@s;
and the government was entrufted to his mo-
ther. Natalia. But this ftate of affairs was of
no long duration: the party in oppofition
to Peter was ftrong and powerful ; his elec-
tion was not as yet confirmed by the whole
body of Sgrelitz, who, to ufe the {pirited ex-
pre[’ion° of a Ruffian author, pofleffed above
14,000 armed votes * ; and.~their peculiar -
fituation at this important juné&ure’ rendered
them fit inftruments of a new revolution.

Juft before Feodor’s demife, and ~ even
whlle that monarch was at-the point of death ;
nine of thefe regiments, quarte:ed at Mofcow,

* 14.198 bewaffnete ftimme. Sumorokof, p. 19.
VOLA IIo ) L. haVing
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having tumultuoufly affembled, demayed re- -
.drefs of the ill-trecatment they pretended to
have received from their colonels, and an
inftant difcharge of all their arrears. Prince
. George Dolgorucki, their chief, having or-
dered one of the ringleaders to be feized, firip-
ped, and punithed with the knoot, an im-
mediate infurre(tion was the confequence ;
the' executioners were infulted, and the pri-
foners refcued *. On the day fubfequent to
the interment of Feodor, the foldiers proceed-
ed in a large body to the Kremlin, and pre-
fented a petition againft nine of their -colonels,
who being delivered to them' by the miniftry,
as the only means of appeafing the tumult,
they were publicly whipped and difchar-
aed 4. Ivan Milolaflki-inflamed the difcon-
tents of this mutinous body ; and though he
‘was confined to ‘his chamber by.a pretended
fickaefs, he yet contrived to hold feveral inter-
vigws with the ringleaders, who aﬁ?:inbled
at,night’ in his palace.- Sophia is alfo ac-
cuftd of being prefent at thefe meptmgs 3
of diftributing money to the principal infur-
gents; and of exafperating them againft the

* Gordon, p. 70.

+ Ibid. p. 723 and Voltaire,
. family
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'family o Narifkin. On the morning of the
15th of My, a r<3p01t being fpread that Peter
was not unanimoudly elcé’cul the .drums beat
10 arms by order of Ivan Milolafiki, and the
Strelitz being tumultuoufly aflembled, two
perfons of his party entered their quarters, .
crying, “ The hour of vengeance is at hand,
“ Ivan Alexievitch is affaffinated, and the
“ Narifkins are mafters of Ruffia. Revenge
“ the murder of the tzarovitch.” The foldiers,
being inflamed to fury by thefe exclamations,
marched inftantaneoufly with drums beating
and colours flying to the Kremlin ; tolled the
great bell; furrounded the palace; and de-
manded the traitors who had affaffinated Ivan:
although the tzarina immediately produced
both Ivan and Peter; yet they were not ap-
peafed, but vehemently called aloud for the
executiop of the Narifkins, whofe ambition
- ‘and tyranny would entail ruin upon their-
country ; adding, that although Ivan had
hitherto efcaped: their machinations, he was
yet in danger of being affaflinated at fome
future period ; and their fury was ftill further
augmented by a rumour induftrioufly cir-
culated, that Ivan Narifkin, the brother of the
tzarina, had feized the diadem and royal robes.
In the midft of this tumult, one of the offi-

Lz cers
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cers ventured to harangue the folgfers: he
aflured them, that Ivan Alexievitth was in
perfet fafety ; that all their grievances fhould
be redrefled ; and exhorted them to difperfe.
This harangue feemed' to make a fenfible im--
. prefiion, and the tumult was fubfiding ; when
prince Dolgorucki imprudently threatened.
them with the fevereft punithment for their
mutiny and rebellion: inflamed by this ill-
timed menace, they feized the prince; hurled
him into the air; received him wupon their
pikes ; and hewed his body to pieces. This
affaffination was the prelude to 2 more general
maffacre ; which took place in the Krem-
_lin, and in different parts of Mofcow; and
‘continued during " three days without inter-
miffion. It would be needlefs, as well as
thocking to humanity, to enter upon a detail
of all the murders committed by ghe, lawlefs
rabble: it is fufficient to obferve, that not
only the two brothers of the | tzarina,’:and a
few others moft obnoxious to the infurgents,
fell victims to their fury, but feveral perfons,
by no means unpopular, were facrificed amidft
. the general confufion ; and as the foldiers were
roufed almoft to madnefs by intoxication, the
houfes of many citizens were plundered, and

the city underwent a general pillage.
: ' In
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In Mder to clofe this horrid fcene, the
principal wnobles affembled on the 18th of
May, and, by a compromife between the two
parties, Ivan and Peter were declared joint
fovereigns ; but as Ivan was judged incapa-
ble of governing; and Peter was in his mino-
rity, the adminiftration of affairs was vefted
in the hands of Sophia. Hence conclufions
have been drawn unfavourable to that prin-
cefs: fhe is accufed of having for fome time"
maintained a fecret intelligence with the ring-
. leaders of the Strelitz; of exciting them by
falfe reports to revolt ; of ordering money and
fpirituous liquors to be diftributed among the
foldiers ; and even of delivering to them a lift *
of forty nobles whom tfhe had profcribed.
All her altions are malignantly interpreted :
when Ivan Narifkin was led to .execution ;
fhe publigly accompanied the tzarina and the

. [ . . .

* « Enfin, Sophie,” fays Voltaire, « fait remettre entre
“ leurs mains une lifte de quarante feigneurs qu’elle ap-
¢ pelle leurs enemis, et ceux de PEtat et qu’ils doivent
¢ maffacrer.” I cannot give credit to this lift of forty
nobles, which Voltaire compares < aux profcriptions de
“ Sylla et des triumvirs de Rome.” Whoever will at-
tentively perufe the account of the enfuing maffacre in
Gordon, or even in Voltaire, will find that the fury of the
Strelitz, except againft the Narifkins, was more directed by.

chance than by defign. - , .-
L 3 patnarch
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patriarch to intcrcede for his life, pficed the
image of the Virgin Mary in his haflds to ftop
the fury of the Strelitz, and endeavoured,
though in vain, to footh his affaffins ¥. They
who judge unfavourably of her condu&, fay,
that this compaflion was’ only feigned; and
that the fecretly encouraged his affaflination,
though fhe outwardly affeCted to intercede
for him 4. Upon this fuppofition the whole -
conduét of Sophia implies fuch a deep-laid
fcheme of hypocrify, artifice, and’ revenge, as
feems rather adapted to a politician grown
grey in iniquity, and long pracifed in the arts
of fedition, than to a princefs like Sophia,
only in the 2 5th year of her age.

. Upon reviewing the caufes which led to
this revolution ; they may be traced. from fe-
veral events in the reign of Alexéy Michaelo-
vitch, long "before Sophiq had the lgaf} influ-
ence in political affairs, and particulady from
the domeftic feads in the ii;?perial family :
it appears alfo that the firft infurretion, of
the Strelitz was cafual ; that it was odéafion-
ed by the arrears of pay, and the unpopularity
of the colonels, and cannot, with the leaft

Gordon, p. 81.
Sumorokof,*

dégrec
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degrce\xfprobabxhty, be imputed to the in-
trigues ol Sophia; and that therefore fhe can
only be accufed, even by the moft malignant
interpretation of her condu&, of availing her-
(elf of that mutiny to procure the eleGtion of
Ivan. But there is furely a wide difference
between aflerting the injuftice of his exclufion
from the throne ; or, under the mafk of mo-
deration and candour, inflaming to madnefs
the fury of a difaffected foldiery, and calmly
leading them from affaffination to affaffina-
tion *. And if any unjuftifiable cabals were
really employed on this occafion ; why fhould
the whole blame be laid upon Sophia? and
why are her faults alone handed down to us
with {o many heavy aggravations ?

But is it not more .reafonable to fuppofe,
that Ivan Milolafiki, who, as we have be-
fore obferved, had formed a ftrong’ party
againfﬂ the Narifkins, even during the reign
of Alexty Michaelovitch, fhould, in con-
jun&ion with his family, take advantage of this
fedition of the Strelitz, with whom he had
long entertained a fecret .intelligence; and
that Sophia was but the oftenfible infirument

* Tandis que les Strelitz commengaient ainfi 4 fe faire
craindre, la prmceﬂ'e Sophxe, qui les animait fous main, pour
Les conduire de crime en erime, &e. Voltaire. ‘

’

L 4. of
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of their defigns ? In a word, that ﬂ:e)b!s raif-
ed to the regency by the cabals of afpowerful
party, who forefaw their own ruin and the
* *advancement of their rivals in the nomination -
" of Peter; and who, in the. midft of an infur-
re&ion, held forth to this licentious body the
unalienable rights of Ivan. Examples were
not wanting to prove that the incapacity of
Ivan was no bar to his eléétion: a memora-
"ble inftance was exhibited in the perfon of
Feodor Ivanovitch, who, notwithftanding his
- abfolute i_rnbeéi]liiy, was raifed” to the throne,
and a regency entrufted with the adminiftra-
tion of .aﬁ'aifs *,  And it muft alfo be con-
fidered, that Peter, then only in his eleventh
year, had not difplayed any inftances of that
vaft {uperiority of underftanding, which after-
.wards marked his chara@er; and that his
mother, who was to fway the reins of em-
pire, was a perfon of no. experience, $d ex-
tremely unpopular.  Nor is it matter ¢f furt
prize that the care of Ivan 4id the a'd'mini-
ftration of government, fhould be committed
to Sophia. Thé vitorious family would- na-
" turally choofe a regeht' devoted from intereft
and inclination to their party; a perfon of

* 5, R. G.vol, V. p. 19,
_ imperial
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imperiaN\lineage, popular manners, refpeGable
charaéer, \and great abilities; and all thefe
requifites centered in Sophia.,

However authors may have cenfured the
ambitious defigns of Sophia ; they uhanimoufly
concur in delineating her engaging manners,
lhe ‘beauties of her perfon *, the vigour and

- wi{dom
% Weber, the Hanoverian envoy at St, Peter(burgh
in the beginning of this century, fays of Sophia, « The
« tzar was frequently heard to declare, that, excepting
% her inordinate ambition, fhe was a' princefs of great
« perfonal and mental accomplithments.” Ver. Ruff
vol. I. p.143. "
Voltaire, in a very fpirited portrait, clofes it by faying,
« une figure agreable relevoit tous fes talens.” * Perry de~
fcribes her, at the time of the revolution, as a handfome
young lady, then upwards of 23. He came into Ruffia
in 1702, two years before her death; and though he never
faw her himfelf, on account of her imprifonment, he muft

have knt:n' many perfons who had been perfonally ac-
quainted®vith her.  Perry’s State of Ruflia, p. 143.

Sumorokof fays of her, that fhe poffeffcd a good under-
ftanding and great beauty “ Sie befats groffen verftand
¢ und groffe {choenheit,” p. 10. '

Many other authors might be quoted to the fame pur-
pofe, but as there is nothing which part)-mallce will not
invent to depreciate an obnoxious charaler; the fuppofi-

* titious Polith envoy La Neuville has mifreprefented her
perfon as ‘'much as her condud, in the following cxtraor-
dinary pafrage : «“Sophie dont Pefprit & le merite ne tien-
« nent rien de la difformité de fon corps, etant dune groffeur

Tu morgﬂrmeuj},
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wifdom-of her adminiftration, and hef exten-
five plans of reformation for the ad(rantage of
her country.:

Sophia repofed her principal confidence in
prince Vaffili Galitzin, commonly known by
the name of the Great Galitzin, a moft able
minifter, and confummate politician. The
fcandalous chronicle of thofe times, or rather of
a later period, attributed her partiality for
this minifter to a fofter paﬁ'lon, though
he was above fixty years of age; and her ene-
mies have not even fcrupled to declare *, that
fhe had formed the plan of aﬂaﬁinatmg the
two tzars, ufurping the throne, and of efpouf-
" ing prince Galitzin, who was to obtain a
. divorce from his wife: but this calumny, as
it is not founded on the leaft fubftantial evi-
dence, deferves not to be refuted,

Sophia 4 has been alfo accufed, not only of
negle@ing the education of Peter; bul of in-

« monflreuenfe, avec une-téte large comine un bo jéau, du
L pozl au vifagey des loups aux jambes & au moins 40 ans 3
“ mais autant que fa taille ¢ft large, courte, & gro]:lere, au-
« tant fon efprit eft fin, delié & politique & fans avoir
¢« jamais 1& Machiavel, elle poflede naturellement toutcs
« fes maximes,” &c. p. 151,

* Gordon, p. 86.
+ Voltaire.
troducing

»>
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troducing him into the company of the moft
profligate - young men, and of encouraging
his propenfity to every fpecies of excefs which
might enervate his frame; weaken his un-
derftanding ; and render him averfe to bufi-
nefs. This calumny, however, has been am-
ply refuted by Mr. Muller *, who has thewn
from unqueftionable authority, that Ivan and
Péter had two different courts ; that the edu-
cation of the latter was folely entrufted to his
mother ; and that if improper perfons were
placed about him, the blame muft fall wpon
her, and not upon Sophia.” With refpe@ to
his propenfity to drinking, that vice was ex-
tremely common.in Ruflia, and prince Vaf- -
fili + Galitzin was as remarkable for his fo-
briety as the favourites of Peter, Le Fort, and
Boris Galitzin, were notorious for 'their in=
tempegange. “ Le Fort,” fays a writer, who
was’ i® Livonia when the tzar and his fuite
pafied through that country in his firft jour-

* Journal of St. Pet. Mar, 1778, p. 168, 16q.

+ ¢« Galitzin was the only man of quality in Ruflia
“ who could entertain, without forcing his company to
“ drink to exces. Brandy, the liquor which flowed at
“ every other table, was feldom feen at his, who never
« drank any himfelf, but took much delight in rational and
¢ ingenious converfation.” Mottley’s Life of Peter.

. ney
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ney to Holland, “is a man of a good under-
« ftanding ; very petfonable, engaging, and en-
“ tertaining; a true Swifs for probity and bra-
¢ very, but chiefly for drinking. Open tables
¢ are kept every where with trumpets and
¢ mufick, attended with feafting: aud excef-
« five drinking, as if his tzarifh majefty had
« been another Bacchus. I have not yet
« feen fuch hard drinkers; it is not pof-
¢ fible to exprefs it, and they boaft of it as
“ a mighty qualification *.”

Thus then it _appears that Peter had ex-
amples of intemperance in his own houfhold ;
and it will hardly be fuppofed that Le Fort
was the creature of Sophia. The evident
falfehood of fuch virulent accufations fhould
- induce us not to give credit to other calum-
nies; and particularly to the charge that fhe
attempted to deftroy Peter by poifop, ;which,
though it failed of its intended effe@} difor-
dered his conftitution, and occafionally \pro-
duced a fpecies of melancholy ‘and defpair 'that(
bordered upon madnefs. This report ook
its rife from his pronenefs to epileptic fits ; a
diforder common in his family, to which he
was {ubject from his infancy, which gradually

# Account of Livonia, p. 293. °

4 diminifhed
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diminithed as he grew ftronger, but never
entirely forfook him. Previous to an attack,
the natural vehemence and favagenefs of his
temper broke out with redoubled violence, and
rendered him the terror of all who approached
him. The inveterate rancour with which-
the enemies of Sophia have calumniated her
memory, is in no inftance more evident than
from their abfurdly imputing the brutal
ferocity and fanguinary difpofition of Peter .
to the effe@s of poifon which fhe admini- .
ftered *,

But

* « ]I prenoit quelquefois des accés d’humeur chagrine,
ou il femblait frappé de I’idée noire qu’on voulait attenter
« 2 fa perfonne, et ou fes amis les plus familiers craignai-
« ent fes emportemens. CES ACCES ETAIENT UN RESTE
“ FATAL DU POISON, QU’IL RECUT DE SON AMBI-
“ TIEUSE SOEUR SopHIE. On en connaifiait 'approche
a ceMairls mowvemens tonvulfifs de fa bouche. L’Impera-
trice etait avertie. Elle venait lui parler ; le fon de cette
" % voix le calmait a linftant. Elle le faifait afleoir, et s’em-
 parait en le cajolant de fa téte, qu’elle grattait douce-
“ ment. C’était comme un charme, qui laffoupiffait én
“ peu de minutes. Pour ne pas troubler fon fommeil, elie
foutenait fa téte fur fon fein, fans fe rémiier pendant deus
ou trois heures, Alors il fe reveillait, entierement raffis
et rémis au lieu qu’avant qu’elle elt étudié cette mani-
¢re fi fimple de le-foulager, ces accés etaient la terreur
« de ceux qui ’approchaicnt, aiant caufé dit on quelques
« malheurs, et &tant fuivi -de maux de téte affreux, qui du-

“ raient

[$

-

«
«

<«
({3
«
[
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But it is time to trace the principal caufes,
. which contributed to the fall and imprifon-
ment of Sophia. That princefs, to whom
Ivan had furrendered the abfolute direction of .
affairs, affumed fome exterior marks of hos
mage, which feem to have been hitherto ap-
propriated only to the fovereigns of Ruffia.
While the heads of her two brothers were
imprefled on one fide of the coins, her image,
arrayed with the crown, fceptre, and imperial
robes, was ftamped upon the- revérfe ; in the
public a&ks her name was added to the figna-
ture of the two tzars *; and fhe appeared in
proceffions dccorated with all the enfigns-of
royalty 4 : circumftances which naturally gave

& yaient des journies entieres.”  Ballevitz in Buf. H.-M.
IX. p. 204.

Strange effells of poifon given in his infancy. Thofc
who have been ufed to fee perfons in epileptic gs, will
eaﬁly difcover all the effe@s of.that diforder from th® words
in Italics. Bl(hog Burnet fays,  that he was fubject to
« convulfive motions all over his body, and that his'head
“ feemed to be affe@ted with thefe.”

* She did not fizn her name in the publxc decr ccsl&ntxf
1687. Buf. Hiit. M'xg v. L p. 9

+ Thefe circumftances cannot imply a deﬁgh of ufurping
the fovercign authority ;* for fhe was only accufed, even by
her enemies,, of fecretly confpiring againft Pcter, and not
of an open attempt to fcize the crown.

umbrage
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’umbrag\e to the rival family; and afforded a
{pecious pretence for inveighing againft her
ambitious defigns.

Peter, as he advanced in years and felt
himfelf born for empire, could not, without
great diffatisfation, behold all the power
lodged in the hands of a rival party : encou-
raged by his mother. and her adherents, he
+ claimed a fhare in the adminiftration’ of af-
fairs ; and took his feat, for the firft time, in
the privy council, on the 25th of Janu-
ary, 1688, and in the eighteenth year of his
rage.  Sophia, though unwilling to refign any
part of her authority, could not withhold
her confent ; but as Peter’s {pirit was above
controul, the availed herfelf of  {fome violent
altercations which pafled between them, to
exclude ‘him, for the future, from a feat in
the coupcil. IFrom this period the diffentions
betweeil them arofe to fo great an height, as
to threaten an open rupture ; and the Fll of
the one feemed neceffary for the fecurity of
the other *.

Things remained in this ftate of jealoufy
and variance, until the month of Septem-
pers 1689 ; when the afpiring genius of Peter

* Journ. of St. Pet. for 1778, p- 175, 176-
acqmred

L
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acquired the afcendancy, and fecured his un-
divided authority by the fall and imprifonment
of Sophia. By the advice of Boris Galitzin
and the Narifkins, Peter refolved to arreft his.
fifter, and to fcize the reins of government :
and it is afferted by his adherents *, that
Sophia and prince Vaffili Galitzin, appuzed
of his intentions, determined to prevent their
own ruin by his affaffination ; that they had
gained over the chief of the Strelitz and a-
corps of 600 men, and had aéually com-
miffioned them to perpetrate that infamous
deced. Peter had retired to fleep at his palace
of Preobathentki near Mofcow ; when two
of the confpiratms, it is faid, ftruck with hor-
ror at their crime, quitted their companions,
and haftencd to the young tzar with the infor-
mation that a body .of Strelitz were upon their
march to affaflinate him. The famg agccounts
add, that Peter refufed to give creditf) their
report, until it was confirmed by Boris Galit-
zin and one of his uncles, ‘whom he immedi-
ately difpatched to reconnoitre ; andl that.the

* Gordon,

+ It is remarkable, that this fune ftory of “CWO conﬁ)i-.
rators who were engaged to affaflinate Peter, but, repent-
ing, difcovered the plot, is again related as happening
in 1697, Schmidt, Rufi Gef v. I p. go,

confpirators
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confpirators were already fo near, that he

had fcarcely time to make his ‘efcape *. 1le

inftantly proceeded to the convent of the
Holy Trinity ; where his danger being fpread

abroad, troops flocked to him from all quar-

ters, and in fuch numbers, that in the fpace of
three days he had an army of 60,000 men

under his command, and found himfelf in a

fituation to give law to the 0ppoﬁta= party.

In the mean time Sophia, in a flate of the
utmoft confternation, denied all intercourfe
with the confpirators; exprefled the utmoft
horror at their -attempt; difpatched repeated
meflages to her brother to juftify her conduct ;
and even fet off in perfon to affert her inno-
cence ;.but was ordered to return without de-
lay to Mofcow, and to deliver the ringleaders

* Voltaire, though convinced of Sophia’s intention to
affaffinate Piter, and notwith{tanding the mtclllgence he
reccived from the court of Peterfburgh, can only give us
the following fcanty information: « La Neuville refident
« alors & M ofcorw, et temoin oculaire de ce qui [z paffa, protend
« gue Sophic et Galitzin engagerent le nouveau chef des
¢« Strelitz a lcur facrifier leur jeune czar: il paralt au! moms
« que ﬁx-c(mt de ces Strelitz devaient s’emparer da fa

« perfonne. Les memoires fecrettes que la cour de Ruffie
« rit’a confiés, affurent que le parti etoit pm ;ic tuer Pierre
« Prcmlcr le coup allait &tre porte, et Ta’Ruffic it
« PILW ﬂ"]t\maxs de la nouvellz cxnﬁcnce, qu)! glpa” &e

: f
VOL» II hf.[ ©
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of the mutiny. Soon afterwards Peter him-
felf repaired to the capital: the principal
confpirators, being tortured in his prefence,.
confefled a defign againft his life, and fuffered
the fevereft punithment. Vaflili Galitzin ¥
was banithed into Siberia; and Sophia was
imprifoned for life in the Devitchéi nunnery :
Peter alone aflumed the reins of government,
and found fufficient fcope for his vaft and
enterprizing genius; while the name of Ivan
was ftill inferted, as a matter of formality,
in the pub]ic a&s until his death, which hap-
pened in 1696.

Such are the principal circumftances of this
extraordinary revolution: but we muft con-
fider, that this is the account given by the
victorious party ; and that the caufe of Sophia

never underwent a candid examination. It
may be impoffible to exculpate thit princefs
entirely from ambitious views: fhe'might be
extremely unwilling to relinquith, »a  power
which fhe had long enjoyed, and which fhe
exercifed with great ability ; the might efteem
the right of Ivan to the throne as ﬁlperior to

- % ‘This able minifter furvived his fall 24 years; he was
releafed from prifon in 1711 ; and died at his own eftate

in 1713 )
that
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that of Peter; and might confider Peter’s ac-
quifition of the fole foverewnty as the certain
prelude to her own deftruction : but we have
no politive evidence * which fhould induce us
to believe that fhe confpired againft her bro-
ther’s life : and perhaps the whole ftory of the
intended aflaffination was feigned by Boris
Galitzin 4§~ and her enemies. Had fhe been
really guilty of that attempt, fhe wanted not
opportunities of efcaping from Ruflia; and
fthe never would have imprudently demanded
admittance into Peter’s prefence, in order to
affert her innocence, if thé proofs of her guilt
had been as ftrong as her adverfaries pretend-
edf. In a word, the conflit between Peter

and

* We have no certain proofs that any of the confpirators
accufed So hn of being privy to any defign upon Peter’s
life; and, gven if they did name her as an accomphcc,
their evidence, as it was extorted by the rack, is by no

“means to be depended upon.

+ It appears from the following paffage that the difco.
very of Sophia’s defigns came from that quarter. ¢ Prince
« Boris Galitzin, a faithful fubjelt of the tzar Peter, com-
¢ ing timely to penctrate into his kinfinan’s prince Daiil’s
¢ defigns, put the tzar upon his guard, advifing him, with~
“ out delay, to take the government into his hands,”
Gordon, v. 1. p. 8q.

.1 « Avait elle,” as L’Evefque judicioufly rcnnrks
* % comme on Pen accufe, formé le deflcin d’oter Ia vie 3§
M2 « Pierre ?
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and Sophia was the confli& of two rivals im-
patient of controul, and ftriving for pre-
eminence : the caufe of the fucccfsful party
would neceffarily be deemed juft and equita-
ble; and the vanquithed fadtion was fure to
be loaded with every f{pecics of guilt and
'enormity.

The reftlefs fpirit of Sophia, brooding in
the folitude of a convent, is faid to have
excited frefth troubles and infurre@ions; and,
during her life, no confpiracy was undertaken
againft Peter, in which fhe was not fufpected
of being concerned. She was more particu-
larly accufed of being privy to the rebellion
which broke out in 1697 ; when 8oco Stré-

« Picrre? vouhit-cllz feculement P’enlever, et le faire de-
&« pofer? Fut-clle méme complice de Pentreprife de Stché-
« glovitoi? c’cft ce que nous n’oferions prononcer. II
¢« faudrait avoir des pieces authentiques powr juger ce
« grand procés. Les hiftoriens V’accufent ; ducun ne dit
.« qu’elle ait été nommée par les coupables. Picrre devait
« la craindre, il favait qu’elle etoit aimée des Strélits et de
« leur chefs: Elle tenait les rénes du gouvernment ; clle
« ne voulait pas les licher, et il voulait s’es|faifir: elle
 ctoit déteftée de Natalie, & de tous les parents de cette
« Princefle : On, ’accufait d’intrigues ; elle en formait fans
¢« doute, et fans cefle il s’en formait contre elle: elle en
& fut la victime, et la Calomnie devait la pourfuivre long-
« tems encore aprés fa difgrace, & méme audela du tom-
« beau.” Vol IV. p. 103.

litz
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litz feized the opportunity of Peter’s abfence
upon his ‘travels to rife in arms upon the
frontiers of Lithuania, and to march towards
Mofcow. The rebels were attacked and de-
feated by the addrefs and courage of general
Patrick Gordon ; many were put to the {word,
and the remainder furrendered at difcretion.
The tzar received at Vienna the account of
the. mutiny and defeat of the Strelitz; and
inftantly haftened to Ruffia, that he might
examine the delinquents in perfon.

Peter, upon his arrival at Mofcow, was
particularly anxious to difcover the caufes of
the rebellion; to learn by whofe intrigues it
was excited ; and, above all, to convi So-
phia, whom he charged with fomenting the .
public difcontents, and with holding a cor-
refpondence with the rebels. But as no per-
fons could give immediate and pertinent an-
fwers to all his queftions ; he entertaiped fuf-
picions of all his courtiers, and determined to
“inflitute a court of inquiry at his palace of
Preobrathenfki, where the inftruments of the
queftion were brought. The tzar himflf
examined the accufed ; urged them to confef-
fion; and ordered thofe who maintained
filence to be racked in his prefence. The
cruelty of the tortures employed on this oc-

' M 3 cafion
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cafion was inexpreflibly dreadful: human
nature fhudders at the recital, but it is necef-
fary to mention them in juftification of So-
phia. Some of the rebels were repeatedly
whipped ; others had their fhoulders diflocat-
ed by a cord and pulley, and in that painful
pofture received the firokes of the knoot;
many after undergoing the knoot were roafted
over a flow fire, the raw parts being expofed
to the flame *. .Phyficians were prefent to
afcertain the degree of pain the unhappy con-
vilts were capable of fupporting, and to re-
cover thofe who had fainted away ; that the
application of freth tortures might. recom-
mence upon the renewal of their ftrength,
This dreadful inquifition was continued, with-
out the leaft intermiffion, through the whole
month of Ocober. Not only every fpecies
.of punifhment, the moft refined which, human
cruelty could devife, was infliGted in order to
extort an accufation of Sophia ; but promifes
of pardon, and even of great promotioli, were -
offered for the fame purpofe to the V\H'e-tchcd

#.It appears from Olearius, and other travellers into
Ruflia, that thefe tortures were ordinarily ufed in that
i
country for the purpofe of forcing confeffion,

fufferers
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fufferers in the midft of the moft excruciating
agonies ¥,
At

* This account is extratted from the Dxary of Korb,
fecretary of the Auftrian embafly to Ruffia in the year
1697, and who was prefent at Mofcow during thefe hor-
rid proceedings. He received information of thefe dread-
ful tortures from feveral German officers in the fervice of
Peter, who were eye-witnefles of their infliction upon
the Strelitz. Korb’s authority is alfo the more to be de-
pended upon in this inftance, becaufe he fpeaks highly in
favour of Peter, and condemns the ambition of Sophia.
Gordon alfo, though fo partial to Peter, informs us, that
the rebels were tortured and examined in his prefence.
Vol L. p. 129. .

“ Prima,” fays Korb, in the 164th page of his Diary,
¢ poft adventum follicitudo de rebellione fuit; quomodo
« compofita? quid animi tumultuantibus fuiffet ? quibus
¢ authoribus tantum nefas aufi? Cim autem nemo effet
« qui ad omnia pun@ta accuraté refpondere poflet, his
¢ fuam ignorantiam, illis Streliziorum pertinaciam ob-
tendentibus, omnium fidem fufpeCtam habere, & nova
“ mquxﬁtlom cogitationes fuas admovere, ceepit. Qui in
“ vicinis variis locis cuftoditi affervabantur rebelles, ii
“ omnes per quatuor militum pretorianorum regimina ad
¢ queftionem novam & . torturam retrahcbantur.  Be-
& brafchenttko redutis carcer, tribunal fuit, & equuleus,
 Nulla dies quafitoribus vacua, fafta aut nefafta, omnes ad
« torquendum idonei licitique vifi.  Quot rei, tot knutta ;
% quot quefitores, tot carnifices. Princeps Feudor Ju-
« rowiz Romadonowfki, quantim ceteris feverior, tantim
s preftabat inquirendi aptitudine. Ipfemet Magnus Dux,
¢ ob conceptam in fues diffidentiam, mqunﬁtom officio

M4 ¢ functus

14
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At length a few * of the Strelitz, over.

come by the {éverity of the torments, or fe-
duced by hopes of pardon and the promife of
promotion, confefled that it was their.inten-
tion to fet fire to the fuburbs of Mofcow,
to maffacre all foreigners, to banifh or affaf-
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funCtus eft. Ipfe interrogatoria ponebat, examinabat

¢ reos, non confitentes urgebat, pertinacioris ctiam filentii

Strelizios crudeli jubebat fubjici tortura, jam multa
faffi, de pluribus quzrcbantur, quos tormentorum. ex-
ceflus viribus, mente, et ipfis vix non fenfibus deftituit,
medicorum induftria priftinis fuis viribus, per novos
cruciatus denuo enervandis, cogebatur reftituere. Totus
menfis October reorum tergoribus per knuttas & ignes
excarnificandis infumebatur: nulla die a flagris aut flam-
mis fuére immuncs, quim qua vel rotd fractos, ad fur-
cam a€os, vel (Ccuri interemptos, vita ipfa reliquerat.”’

Aund again, ¢ Inaudita fuit adhibite torture immanitas :
flagris fevifime czf, fi pertinaciam filentii nondum rum-
perent, faucia reorum tergora, fanic & tabo fluentia, igni
admovcbantuy, ut per lentam cutis & carms morbofe
aduftionem, acuti dolores ad ima offiun,” &' extrema
fenfuum, cum atrociffimis cruciatibus defcenderent. Haee
tormentorum viciflitudo und & alterd vice repetcbatur.
Horrenda vifu & auditu trageedia. ¥ Ultra trfgmta in
aperti campi planitie funeftifimi collucebant ignes, ubi
miferrimi inquifiti ¢um ejulatu  terribili torrchantur ;
parte ex alia refonabant crudelifimi flagrorum itus, ut
ex Jucundxfﬁm’x terrae vicinid fevifiima hominum carni-
ficina fa&ta fit.” " Diarium Itineris in Mofcoviam, &c,

A 1620 M

* « Quorundam pertinacid demum vi&td,”  Korb,
finate
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finate the principal nobility, to raifc the tzar-
ovitch Alexéy to the throne, and to appoint
Sophia regent during his minority ; others
declared that the ringleaders had aCually
drawn up a petition, which they intended to
prefent to that princefs, praying her to accept
the adminiftration of affairs.

Although none of the rebels charged Sophia
with being acceflory to their infurrection, yet
Peter was fo prejudiced againft her, that he
put to the torture one of her female attend-
ants; and when no evidence of her guilt
could be procured by that horrid expedient,
ke even repaired to the nunnery and examined
her in perfon. The princefs, whofe high
fpirit was fubdued by her misfortunes, and
worn out by a long confinement, could not
refrain from weeping at the fight of her ob-,
"durate brother; and fhe even extorted tears
from Peter himfelf, though without melting
his refentment ¥, But neither this, nor every
. other effort that was employed to convict her,
was attended with fuccefs ; and the only proof

# « Ad monafterium Neo virginum difceffit tzarus, ut

“ fororem fuam Sophiam, di®to monafterio inclufam, exa-
« minaret; publice enim nuperi tumultus vulgo rea ha-
& bebatur: primus utriufque introitus ubetrimas amborum
¢ Jacrymas excivifle dicitur.”>  Korb, ]
oL
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of her carrying on a fecret correfpondence
with the rebels was derived from the con-
feflion of a boy belonging to an officer of the
Strelitz, who declared, that letters inclofed
in loaves of bread had paffed between Sophia
and his mafter *, The latter, however, per-
emptorily denied the fa&t even upon the rack 5
and he was led to execution perfifting to the
laft moment in this affeveration. ‘The cafe
feems to be, that the innovations of Peter
created a confiderable number of malcon-
tents ; that the introdu&ion of the European
difcipline, and the partiality which he {howed
to the foreign regiments, inflamed the difaf-
feQion of the Strelitz to fuch a degree as to
account for their rebellion, without the fup-
pofition of any cabals on the part of Sophia ;
.that this princefs had long been the obje&t of
affe@ion to all the enemies of Peter; and was
naturally the perfon to whom they would have
copfigned the adminiftration of affairsy if the
revolt had been attended with fuccefs.

Peter was fo greatly exafperated |itgain{’c
Sophia, that he had once determined to put
her to death; but, having changed his refo-
Jution, he compelled her to affume the veil,.

* Gordon, Vol. I, p. 129, ;30.
4 . {n
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In order to ftrike ‘her with terror, and to
announce to the public that he thought her
privy to the rebellion; two hundred and
thirty Strelitz were hanged within fight of
the nunnery in which fhe was confined ; and
three of the ringleaders were fufpended upon
a gibbet ereGted clofe * to the window of .
her apartment : they held in their hands pe-
titions fimilar to that which, according to the
confeflion juft mentioned, was to have been
prefented to Sophia,

From this period hiftory is filent in re-
lation to Sophia: fhe was confined under a
ftri guard in the monaftery until her death,
which happened in the month of July, 1704.

She was interred in the church of the con-
“vent; the tomb is covered with a black
cloth, and contains the following infcription :
“ A, M. 7212 (or 1704 of the Chriftian wra)
¢ on the third of July 4, died Sophia Alexi-

* Gordon, p. 95—130.

Korb, who faw them hanging, fays, « Tam prope ad
% ipfas Sophiani cubiculi fencftras, ut Sophia eofdem manu
# facile poflet attingere.”

On this occafion above 2000 Strelitz fuffered capital
punifiment. Peter broke at the fame time the whole '
bady of Strelitz, and abolithed their name,

) O, 5. the 14th, N, §,

« efna,



« efna, aged 46 ycars, nine months, and fix
« days: her monaftick name was Sufanna.
« She had been a nun five years, eight months,
« and twelve days: fhe was buried the 4th
¢« in this (.hurch, called the Image of Smo-
“ lenfko. She was daughter of Alex*y Mi-
* chaclovitch, and of Maria Ilinitchna,” &c,

Although Peter always fufpeCted the in-
trigues of his fifter, yet he never failed paying
a juft tribute to her genius and abilities.
« What a pity,” he was frequently heard to
fay, * that the perfecuted me in my minority‘,
““ and that 1 cannot repofe any confidence
« in her! otherwife, when I am employed -
« abroad, fhe might govern at home *,”

One ftrlkmg fcature in Sophia’s chara&er, -
which I had no opportunity of mentioning
while my inquiry was chiefly confined to her
political condu&, muft not be omitted in this
place.  She deferves the veneration of pofte-

* This anecdote, which I received from a'Rufiian
nobleman of great diftin&ion, s confirmed by the follow-
ing paflage in Perry’s State of Ruffia. « | fdmember
« that upon a certain occafion, when mention was made
« of her [i.e. Sophia}, the czar himfclf gave her this
« chara&cr, that fthe was a princcfs endowed with all the
¢« accomplithments of body and mind to perfection, had
« jt not been for her boundlefs ambition, and infatiable de-
« fire of governing.”  Vol. I, p, 138.

fity
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rity for the patrondge which fhe afforded to
perfons of genius and learning ; and for encou-
raging, by her own example, the introduction
of polite literature into Ruflia, then plunged
in the deepeft ignorance. At a period when
there was no national theatre, and when the
loweft buffooneries, under the name of mora-
lities, were the fole dramatic reprefentations
even at court ; this clegant princefs tranflated
the Medecin malgré Jui of Moliere into her
native tongue, and performed one of the cha-
raflers herfelf. She alfo compofed a tragedy,
probably the.firft extant in the Ruffian lan-
guage ; and fhe compofed it at a time when
the moft violent cabals were excited againft
her miniftry, and when the moft weighty affairs
feemed to engrofs her fole attention.

TRAVELS
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CHAP:‘I«

Departure from Mofcow—Arrival at Tver.
~— Hiftory and defcription of that town.—
Productions of 'the neighbourmg countrys=—

. Quadrupeds.—Birds—Fifb—Defcription of
the Sterlet.—Continuation of the journey.—
Torfhok.~—Vifhneéi-Volofhok.— Valdai 47//s
and “lake. — Bronitza, — Wooden road, how
Jormede—Furtbher account of the peafants.—
Thetr cottages, manners, and cuftoms.—Of the
Yamthics, who furnifh poft borfes—Singing
extremely common among the: Ruflians—On
the fubjet of their fongs, &c. &c.
E quitted Mofcow on the 14th of
September, and traverfed a gently
rifing country,” {fome part of it open,. and
the reft overfpread with forefts. We paﬁ‘ed

the night at the fmall village of Parfki, in 2

peafant’s cottage,. as ufual, and changed horfes

the next ‘morring at Klin, fituated upon the

Seftra, a broad rivulet ; this village had been
Vor. IL N lately
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lately burnt, and the peafants were engaged
in rebuilding their huts: near it we obferved
a faw-pit, which, in this -country, was too
curious an obje& not to attral our notice.
Beyond Savidof we /c/roﬁ'ed a fmall river, and
foon afterwards réached the banks of the
Volga, which we coafted to Gorodna. The
next morning the fprings of our carriage being
ready to ftart, and one of the wheels in a
crazy flate; we fént it on flowly, under the
care of our {ervants, and hired for ourfelves
the carts of the country, called 4ibitkas, which
‘we filled with hay ; and arrived, after a confi-
derable degree of jolting, at Tver, which is
magnificently fituated upon the elevated banks:
of the Volga.

Tver * owes its origin to Vledimir Georgi-
vitch, great-duke of Volodimir, who in 1182
raifed a finall fortrefs upon the pomt where
tﬂc Tvertza falls into the Volga; in order to

srotect his territories againft the incurfions of
the inhabitants of Novogorod. Aftertards,
in 1240, the great-duke Yaroflaf II” built
another citadel upon the fpot now occupied
by the prefent fortrefs, and laid the founda-

* Sce Hift. Geog. Befchreibung der Stadt Twer, &c.
Journ, Pet. for November, 1780,

( tion
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tion of a new town; which foon increafed
in population and wealth to fo great a degree,
as to become the metropolis of an indepen-
dent fovereignty, called from the town the
duchy of Tver. Yaroflaf III. fon of Ya<
roflaf II. and.brother of Alexander Neviki,
received this duchy as his inheritance ; and
tranfmitted the fucceflion to a long train of
defcendants. The laft fovereign of this he-
reditary line was Michael Borifovitch; whofe
fiter Maria was married to the great-duke
Ivan Vaffilievitch I. The harmony which
had for fome time fubfifted between thefe two
neighbouring princes was at firft ftrengthened
by this alliance: but in the courfe of a few
years, elther mutual jealoufies, or the ambi~
tious views of Ivan, produced an open rup-
ture; and in 1486 the latter befieged Tver
with a large army. Michael, unable to re-
it fo formidable an antagonift, abandoned
the town, and fled into Lithuania, where he
died in extreme indigence. Upon his. re-
treat the inhabitants furrendered Tver tq Ivan
Vaflilievitch, who beftowed it and the duchy
as a fief upon his eldeft fon Ivan; that prince
dying in 1490, the great-duke annexed the
duchy to his other dominions in the form

. N 2. Gft
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of a province, and it has never been again dif-
membered.

Tver is divided into the old and new town s
the former, fituated on the oppoﬁte fide of
the Volga, confifts almoft entirely of wooden
cottages ; the latter, about fiftecn years ago,
was, a few buildings excepted, fcarcely fu-
perior ; but being, in 1763, deftroyed by a
dreadful conflagration, it has rifen with luftre
from its athes. The emprefs was no fooner
informed of this calamity, than fhe ordered a
regular and beautiful plan of a2 new town to
be fketched by an eminent architeét; and en-
joined, that all the houfes thould be re-con-
ftructed in conformity to this model. - She
rdifed, at her own expence, the governor’s
houfe; the bifhop’s palace; the courts of
juftice ; the new-exchange ; the prifon ; and
feveral other public edifices: and offered to
every perfon, who would engage to build an
houfe with brick, a loan of £.300 for twelve
years without intereft. The money advanced
by her majefty upon this occafion ainounted
to £.60,000; and fhe has fince remitted one
third of this fum. The ftreets, which are
bmad and long, ifiue in a ftraight line from a
fquarc, or rather an oagon, in the center:

the

- 4
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the houfes of this octagon, and of the prin-
cipal ftreets, are of brick ftuccoed white, and
form a very magnificent appearance. Part
only of the new town; when we paffed through
it, was finithed : when it is completed, it will
confit of two oagons, with feveral fireets
leading to them, and interfeting each other
at right angles ; and would be no inconfider-
able ornament to the moft opulent and civi-
lized country.

There is an ecclefiaftical feminary at Tver,
which is under the infpection of the bifhop,
and admits 6oo ftudents. In 1776 the em-
prefs, founded a fchool for the inftruction of
200 burghers’ children: they are taught to
read, write, and caft accounts; and a few
of them are trained to handicraft trades, In
June, 1779, an academy was alfo opened in’
this town, for the education of the young
nobility of the province, at the charge of the.
fame imperial patronefs. It admits 120 ftu-~
.dents; who are inftru&ed in foreign lan-
guages, arithmetic, geography, fortification,
taltics, natural philofophy, mufic, riding,
dancing *, &c. ’

* Ibid.
N 3 Tver -
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Tver is a place of confiderable commerce ;
and both the Volga and the Tvertza were
covered with boats. It owes its principal
trade to its advantageous fituation; being
near the conflux of thofe two rivers, along
which are conveyed all the goods and mer-
chandize fent by water from Siberia and the
fouthern provinces towards Peterfburgh. :

‘The Volga, the largeft river in Europe,
rifes in the foreft of Volkontki, about the
diftance. of eighty miles from Tver; and
begins " to be navigable a few miles above
the town. . It is there about the breadth
of the Thames at Henley, but exccedi]ngly
fhallow ; it is, however, confiderably increafed
by the jun&ion of the Tverza, which is.
broader, deeper, and more rapid. By means
of the Tverza, a communication is made be-
tween the Volga and the Neva, or, in other
words, between the Cafpian and the Baltic;
as will be explained in a future chapter,
The number of barges which paflfed 'by the
town in 1776 amounted to 2537; Hx 1777
to 2641 ; and the average number is generally
corhputed at about z550. The boats are

* flat-bottomed, on account of the frequent
thoals in the Volga, and other rivers which
2 compofe '
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compofe this long inland navigation. They
are conftructed with new planks, which fhrink
and lcave wide intervals, that are fometimes
filled up with thin flips of wood cramped
with iron, and not unfrequently ftopped -with.
tow. The rudders of thefe veffels have a
very fingular appearance: the handle is a
tree about go feet long; at the further end
whereof is a pole which defcends perpendi-
* cularly to the water, where it is fixed to a
broad piece of tnnbcr, which floats upon the
farface. The pilot ftands upon a kind of
fcaffold at the diftance of about 30 or 40 feet’
from the ftern, and turns the rudder by
means of its long handle. Thefe boats are-
only built for one voyage; for, upon their
arrival at Peterfburgh, they are taken to pieces
and fold for fuel.

I haye already had occafion to mention the
prodigious wafte of wood arifing from the
prevailing cuftom of forming planks with the
axe. 'This prattice, extremely detrimental to
the forefts of the empire, was no lefs ufual
among the fhipwrights than among the pea-
fants ; and the former, -either from i ignorance
or prejudice, could only be reconciled to the
ufe of the faw by the following expedient.
Orders were iffucd from government, that

N 4 cach
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each veflel, paffing by Tver, in which there
was one plank fafhioned with the hatchet,
fhould pay a fine of £.6. In confequence:
of this decree the officer, who was fent ta.
levy the fine, collected the firft-year £.60003
the fecond £.1500 ; the third £.100; and the
fourth nothing. By this judicious regulation
the ufe of the faw has been introduced among
the Ruffian fhipwrights; and will probably
in time recommend itfelf to the carpenters
and peafants.

The rifing {pirit of commerce has added
greatly, within thefe few years, to the wealth
and population of the town. It contains
at prefent at leaft 10,000 fouls; and the
number of inhabitants in the government of
Tver has increafed in a very furprizing de-
gree : a circumftance which fhews the advan-
tages arifing from her " prefent majefty’s new
code of laws. Tver was the firft province:
of this empire which was newly modelled
according to that code; and it has a'iready
experienced the beneficial effets of thefs ex-

cellent regulations. 5

Tver being a large town, we concluded
that we fhould find no difficulty in obtaining -
the neceﬁ'ary repairs for our carriage, {0 as to
enable it to convey us, during two or .three

days
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days at leaft; without requiring any further
affiftance. Trufting, therefore, to the work-
manthip of a Ruffian fmith, we fet off about
fix in the evening with the expeation of
reaching, in about four hours, the next poft,
where we purpofed to pafs the night; but we
had fcarcely proceeded ten miles, before we
perceived that the wheel, inftead of being
ftrengthened, had been weakened by the fmith’s
unfkilfulnefs, and feemed every inftant in
danger of breaking. In this fituation we
ftopped at a fmall village; where it was not
poflible to procure any affiftance, not even a
candle to fmear the wheel, which required a
conftant fupply of greafe to prevent it from .
taking fire; and as the next place in our
route, likely to afford a new wheel, was above’
fixty miles diftant, we thought it moft prudent
to return to Tver. I readily confoled my-
felf for this delay; as it gave us an oppor-
tunity to pay more attention to the town and
. its environs than our.tranfient ftay had hi-
therto permitted. We took up our abode
at the fame houfe we had juft quitted: it
was an inn kept by a German; and was one
of the new magnificent brick edifices lately
ereCted ; but almoft totally without furniture

beds.
or On
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On the following day we made an agreeable
excurfion into the adjacent country: we firft
croffed the Volga over a bridge of boats, and
the ‘Tvertza over a raft; and rode between:
the banks of thofe two beautiful rivers. We
then left the Volga to purfue its courfe
towards the Cafpian Sea, watering, as it
pafles, fome of the moft fertile provinces of
Ruffia, and bathing the walls of Cafan and
Aftracan ; and we made a circuit in the en-
virons of Tver: we frcquenﬂy ftopped to
admire feveral delightful views of the new
town proudly feated upon the fteep bank of
the Volga, the country gently floping towards
the river.

Tver lies in the midft of a large plain,.
interfperfed here and there with gentle ac-
clivities, which can hardly be called hills:
the country produces 'in great abundance
" wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck-wheat, hemp:
and flax, and all forts of vegetables. Its
forefts yield oak, birch, alder, ' poplar, moun-
tain-ath, pines and firs, junipers, &d{ The
quadrupeds, which rove in the neighbouring
country, are elks, bears, wolves, and foxes ;
wild-goats, and hares ; alfo badgers, martens,
wealels, ermines, ferrets, fquirrels, and mar-
mottes, &c. The principal birds obferved:

in,
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in this diftri& are eagles and falcons, cranes, '
herons, .fwans,- wild-geefe and ducks, par-
tridges, quails, woodcocks and fnipes, black~
game ; alfo crows and ravens, magpies and .
black-birds, fparrows and flarlings, together
with nightingales, linnets, larks and yellow-
hammers, The fith which are caught in
the Volga ar¢’ falmon, flerlet, tench pike,
perch, groundlings, gudgeons, and fometimes,
but rarely, fturgeon and beluga.

The fterlet being a very uncommon fith,
and probably peculiar to the northern parts of
the globe, I am induced to give a dcferpition
of it, and to enumerate the principal rivers of
Ruffia in which it is found. The fterlet,
the acipenfer ruthenus of Linneus, is a {pecies
of fturgeon, highly eftcemed for the flavour
and delicacy of its fleth, and for its roe,
from Wh}ch the finet caviare is made, It
is diftinguithed from the other fturgeons by
its inferior fize ¥, being feldom more than

. three 4 feet in length, and by its colour.
] The’

* This defeription is chiefly taken from Lepekm s Reife,
in his account of the fithery of Sinbirtk upon the Volga,
VO] 11 pe 154.0

t M. Pallas fays, that the fterlets of the Irtifh are, next

to thOfC of the Ob), the l'u'aeﬁ in Ruffia, being frequently

¢ ucber
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The top of the head and the back are of a
yellowith grey ; the fides of the body whitifh ;
and the belly white mixed with rofe-colour,
efpecially towards the mouth and vent. The
eyes are of a {ky-blue, encircled with white.
The fnout is long and pointed, comprefled
and fluted. The mouth is tranfverfe with
~ thick prominent lips, which it has the power
of drawing inwards, with a beard, confifting
of four {mall and foft c¢irrhi, or wattles.
It has five rows of pointed bony imbricated
{cales, one upon its back, two along its fides,
and two under its belly. The. row upon
- its back begins from the neck and reaches to
the dorfal fin. Their number *, by which
Linnzus afcertains the f{pecies, and fixes at
15, varies from 14 to 17. The two fide.
rows begin from the upper angle of the gill-
covers, and reach to the middle of the tail:

their form is flat in the middle, with dentated
! .

« ucher anderthalb ellen long,” or an ell and an hilf long.
By an ¢ll, I fuppofe, is meant an arfhime == 26 inches, and
then the length of thefe will be 3 feet I inch, Sdd Pallas’
Reift, Part II, p. 446, Lepekin fays, that the fterlets of
the Volga are feldom more than two feet in length.
. * Acipenfer Ruthenus cirris 4. fquamis dorfalibus 15,
Muf. Fred. I. p. 54. and Faun, Sue., 272.—In the Syft,
Nat. p. 403, he defines it, Acipenfer ordinibus §. fquama- .
sum offearum, intermedio officulis 15,

‘O margins

!
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margins turning towards the tail; their num-
ber varies from 60 to 70. The two rows,
which lie under the belly, begin from the
peforal and reach towards the ventral fins:
they are four-fided, much fmaller than thofe
upon the back, and thicker than thofe on the
fides. Befide thefc five rows, there are alfo
fome adipofe bony-fcales between the tail
and the vent; their number is invariably five.
The reft of the fkin is totally without fcales,
but is extremely rough to the touch. It
has, like moft other fith, two pectoral fins,
two veptral, one anal, one dorfal, and its tail
is forked #*. Many authors have ‘erred in
fuppofing this fith to be peculiar to .the Volga
and the Cafpian Sea; for they frequent many
other rivers, lakes, and feas, of the. Ruffian
empire. Muller informs us, that they are
caught “ir the Dnieper, and feveral rivers
falling into the Frozen Ocean, particularly
the Lena4. Lange afferts, that they are
found in the Yenifei; Pallas defcribes them

* The reader will find an engraving of the fterlet in the
Mufeum Fred, I. of Linnzus, in Le Bruyn’s Travels,
voL. I. p. 895 and in Lepekin’s Reife, Tab. o

4 8. R. G.IX. p. 4. Haygold’s Rufsland, vol. IL. p. 416.
Pallas Reife, P, 1, p, 284. P. II. p. 446. ~ Georgi Reifé
vol. I, p. 177, :

as
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as inhabiting the Irtith, Oby, and Yaik;

Georgi mentions them among the fith of the
lake Baikal, and fometimes in the Angara.—
We learn from Linnzus, that by order of
Frederic 1. km<r of Sweden, fome live fterlets,
procured from Ruﬁia, were thrown into the
lake Mzler, where they propagated*. They
have been fometimes caught in the Gulf of
Finland, and even in the Baltic; yet they are
fuppofed not to have been natives of thofe
feas, but ftray fith, which efcaped from fome
-veflels that were dafhed to pieces in pafiing
the falls of the river Mafta 4. .

Sept. 19. Having obtained the valuable
acquifition of a new Wheel, we proceeded on
our journey in the afternoon ; and were enabled
to reach, before the clofe of the evening,
, Torfhok, which is fituated upon the banks of

* Habitat in lacu Mzzlero, quem potentiﬁimus Rex
Sueciz Fredericus I. ex Ruffid allatum in hoc lécu plan-
tari curavit. Faun. Sue. No, 272.

+ Bruce relates, in his Memoirs, that fome veflels
« going for Peterfburgh with live fifh, called Sterlit, in
¢« paffing the falls of Ladoga were beat to picces, by which
¢« accident the fith regaincd their liberty ; and fome of them .
¢« were afterwards taken at Cronftadt, and one catched at
¢ Stockholm, which were confidered as great curiofities,
« as none of them had ever been feen in thofc feas before.”
P. 112,

the:
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the Tvertza. It is a large ftraggling place,
confifting chiefly of wooden buildings, inter-
mixed with a few public ftructures and houfes .
of brick, lately ercfted at the expence of the
emprefs.
Although Torfthok was only forty miles
* diftant from Tver, we efteemed it a fortunate
circumftance that, during.that fpace, no ac-
cident had happened to our carriage. But
we were not fo fuccefsful on the cnfumg day =
for the axle-tree breaking about fix miles from
Vidropufk, we walked to that village; and .
having procured a temporary axle-tree to fup-
port our infirm vehicle, we again proceeded
in Aibitkas as far as Vifhnei-Volothok; a
place remarkable for the canal, which, by
. uniting the Tvertza and the Mafta, conneés,
the inland navigation between the Cafpian and
the Baltic.

Vifhnei-Volofhok, one of the imperial vil
lages enfranchifed by the emprefs, and en-
»dowed with confiderable privileges, has already
reaped many benefits from its new immunities.
The inhabitants, raifed from the fituation of
flaves to that of freemen, feem to have thaken
off their former indolence, and to have caught
a new {pirit of emulation and induftry : they

*have turned their attention to trade; and are
awakened
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awakened to a fenfe of the commercial ads
vantages poflfefled by the place of their abode.
The town is divided into regular ftreets; and
is ' already provided with 2 large range of
fhops and warchoufes, which line each fide
of the canal. All the buildings are of wood,
‘excepting the court of juftice ereCted at the
charge of the emprefs, and four brick houfes
belonging to a rich burgher. During our
ftay at Vifhnei-Volothok, we did not fail to
examine, with great attention, every part. of
" the celebrated canal, of which an account will
be given in a future chapter *.

Having procured .a new axle-tree, we
. quitted, on the 21ft, Vifhnei-Volothok, crof-
fed the river Shlina; and continued along a
timber road, carried over extenfive morafies,
and abounding with innumerable fmall bridges,
without railing, and moftly in a (hattered
ftate. I obferved feveral villages, as well as
fields and gardens, furroundcd thh' wooden
palifadoes, about twelve feet ‘in hexght which
prefented a picturefque appearandé. The
_cuftom of éncircling villages in this country
. with ‘ftakes is very antient: for among the
carlieft laws of Ruffia we find one* which

# On the inland navngauon of Ruﬂia, in the next

volume, .
- enjoins
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enjoins * the peafants, under pain- of the
knoot, to furround the towns and villages
with palifadoes. Thefe enclofures were pro-
bably intended 4s a kind of defence againft
the defultory incurfions of the Tartar hordes
before the invention of gunpowder; and the
practice has been preferved, though no longer
of ufe, among a people remarkably tenacious
of old ufages.

The country was for fome way almeft a
continued bog, covered with foreft ; and the

villages were built upon eminences of fand

rifing out of the morafs. We paffed the
night at Kholiloff, , 2 fmall village, which
had alfo lately been confumcd by fire. Thefe
repeated conflagrations will by no means ap-
pear a matter of wonder, when it is confidered,
that the cottages are built with wood; and
that the greateft part of the peafants, like .
thofe in Poland, ufe, inftead of candles, long
flips of lighted deal, which they carry about

_the houfe, and even into hay-lofts, without

the leaft precaution. The next morning, the
bad roads having fhattered our new wheel,
which was aukwardly put together, and began
already to difcover fymptoms of premature

* Haygold, vol. L. p. 357.

you Il o decays
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decay, we ftopped to repair: but the repairs
were as treacherous as the original fabric;
for, before the end of the ftage, it again came
to pieces, and we were again delayed. fome
hours at Yedrovo before we could venture to
continue our journey ; but we now’ thought
ourfelves blefled with the affiftance of a very
mafterly mechanic, as his workmanthip lafted
to Zimagor, a fmall village, prettily fituated
-upon the borders of the lake Valdai. The
country around Valdai' is the moft agreeable
and diverfified, which we had traverfed fince
our departure from Mofcow. It rifes agree-
ably into a variety of ggntle eminences; and
abounds with beautiful lakes, prettxly {pr inkled
with .woody iflands, and fkirted with foreft,
corn-fields, and .paftures. ‘The largeft of
thefe lakes is called Valdai, and feemed to
be about twenty miles in cucumfer)ence in
the middle is an ifland containing a convent,
which rifes with its numerous fpll‘CS‘ among
clufters of furrounding trees. Valdai; which
gives its name to the lake, and to the range
of hills in the midft of which it is fituated,
contains feveral new brick-buildings; and
even the wooden houfes are more decorated
than the generality of Ruffian cottages: it
lies upon an agreeable flope, and commands a

pleafant
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pleafant view of the lake. The Valdai hills,
though of no confiderable elevation, are the
higheft in" this part of the country ; and fe-
parate the waters which flow towards the
Cafpian from thofe which take their courfe
towards the Baltic. From their foot, there
was no longer a beautiful diverfity of hills
and- dales, enlivened with lakes; but the
country prefented, for d confiderable way,
an uniform flat, with a vaft extent of mo-
rafs.

On the 24th, in the afternoon, we arrived
in good time at Bronitza, a village upon the"
Mafta,s within twenty miles  of N ovogorod.
We took up our abode for the mght in the
houfe of a Ruffian prieft, which in no wife
differed from the other buildings either jn .
fize or goodnefs. It was very clean, how-
ever, and comfortable; having a chimney,
and bemg provided with a large plenty of
wooden and earthen utenfils. The prieft,
, Dot being attired in his clerical habits, was
dreffed like the peafants; and was’only diftin-
guithed from them .by his hair, which hung
loge over his fhoulders to a confiderable
length. He, his wife, and the roft of the
family, were bufily employed in extracting
the roe from large quantities of fith, which

02z are
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are caught in the Mafta, and with which an
excellent caviare is prepared. Having ob-
tained from our landlady fome of the choiceft
of thefe fith, and having ptocured in the vil-
lage, by means of our fervant, a brace of
ptarmigans, a bird of the partridge fpecies ;
we fauntered out, while fupper was preparing
towards a neighbouring hill, which ﬁrongly
attracted our attention.

About two miles from the village, in the
middle of a vaft plain, rifes, in a circular form,
an infulated hill compofed of fand and clay ;
the lower part; and upwards, to about half
its height, is thickly ftrewed with detached
pieces of red and grey granitc, fimilar to many
others which appcar about the adjacent coun-
try., I meafured one of thefe mafles, and
found it to be twelve feet broad, eight thick,
and five above the furface of the gropnd, but
how deep it was buried I could not afcertain.
Naturalifts greatly differ concerning th¢ origin
of thefe granitical mafles, and'by what means
they were thus diffufed over the facd| of the
earth. Some conjecture, that they were
brought and left there by the waters ;, others
fuppofe them to have originally made parts of
the primitive rocks which exifted "in many
places of the globe, and which by lapfe of

1 + tune,
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time, or by violent convulfions, having
crumbled or been: brokeh to pieces, have left
every where thefe vaft fragments as monu-
ments of their prior exiftence *.

Upon the fummit of this hill ftands a bnck
white-wathed church, which is -a pleafing
obje&t from the adjacent grounds. From
its top we had a very fingular and extenfive
profpe&t. Immediately at its foot the coun-
try, for three or four miles, is fomewhat open,
and divided into large enclofures of pafture
and corn, ‘Towards the fouth rife the Valdai
hills, fkirting an immenfe plain, which
ftretchés towards the north, eaft, and weft,
as far as the eye can reach; a vaft expanfc
without a fingle hillock to obftruct the view ;
it feemed little more than an endlefs foreft,
dotted with a few folitary wooden villages,
which appeared fo many points in a bound-
lefs defert. Beyond, at a great diftance, we
obferved -the fpires of Novogorod, and the

. lake Ilmen fcarcely difcernible through the .

thick gloom of the trees.

. % See fome curious conjeftures upon thefe gramte
ftones of Bronitza, in Pallas’s Travels; and alfo in
Hiftoire des Decouvertes dans pluficurs contrées de 1a
Ruflie, &c. Vol. L p. 42, &c. ‘

O 3 Thq
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The forwardnefs of the harveft in this nor-
thern climate has. béen-already mentioned * 3
it had been fome time taken in, and the new
corn was already fpringing up in many places.
The corn remains, during winter, buried
under the fnow; at the melting of which,
in {pring, it thoots up fpeedily in ‘thefe coun-
tries, where vegetation, upon the returning
warmth of the feafon, is very quick in all
its operations. But as the fhortnefs of the

- fummer does not always allow the grain time
to ripen, the peafants ufe the following method,
of drying it. They raife a wooden building,
without windows, and with only a {fmall door,
fomewhat fimilar to the fhell of their com-
mon cottages : under this ftru€ture is a large
cavxty, in which, a fire being made, the new-
.cut corn, in the ear, is laid upon the floor
and dried; it is thén hung upon frames in
the open air, and afterwards threfhed.

In this part of our journey, we paﬂ'ed by
numberlefs herds of oxen, moving towards
Peterfburgh for the -fupply of  that ¢apital,
Moft of them had been brought from the
Ukraine, the ncareft part of which country
is diftant 80o miles from the 'mctropolisg

* Vol 1. p. 333.
During
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During this long progrefs the drivers feldom
enter any houfe; they ftop to feed their cattle
upon the flips of pafture which ‘lie on each
fide of the road; and they themfelves have
no other covering in bad weather but what is
afforded by the foliage of the trees. In the
evening the ftill filence of the country was
interrupted by the occafional lowing of the
‘oxen, and the carols of the drivers; while
the folitary gloom of the foreft was enlivened
by the glare of numerous fires, furrounded by
different - groups of herdfmen in various atti-
tudes: fome were fitting round the flame,
fome vmployed in drefling their provifions;
and others fleeping upon the bare ground.
They refembled, in their drefs and manners, a
rambling horde of Tartars. -

v The route from Mofcow to Peterfburvh
is continued during a fpace of soo mxles,
almoft in a ﬁraight line cut through the .
foreft, and is extremely tedious: on each fide .
. the trees are cleared away to the breadth of
forty or fifty paces; and the whole way lies
chiefly through endlefs tracts of wood, only
broken by villages,, round which, to a fmall
diftance, the grounds are open and culti-

vathc . '
o 4 The
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The foad is of an equal breadth, and is
formed in the following manner: trunks %
of trees ar¢ laid tranfverfely in rows parallel
to each other, and are bound down in the
center, and at each extremity, by long poles,
or beams, faftened into the grotind with
wooden pegs; thefe trunks are covered with
layers of boughs, and the whole is ftrewed
over with fand or earth. When the road
is new, it is remarkably good; but as the
trunks decay or fink into the ground; and
as the fand or earth+is worn away or wathed
off by the rain, as is frequcntly the cafe for
ivcral miles together, it is broken into in-
nufnerable holes; and the jolting of the car-
ridge over the bare timber can . better ‘be con-

* Mr. Hanway makes the following curious calculation
of the number of trees employed to make a road of 150
verfts, or 100 miles. ¢ Allowing one tree with another
« to be g inches diameter, and the length 23 fect, and fup-
% pofing the foundation and fides to be only half {3 many
< more as the bridge is compofed of, and the road to be

« 46 feet wide, here -is an expence of 2,100,000 trecs.”?
Hanway’s . Travels, vol. 1. p. g2. . |

If we extend this calculation over the whole. cxtcnt of
the Ruffian empire, reaching 4000 miles in length, and take
in the different crofs-roads, the expence of wood muyft be
amazing ; but the forefts are alfo boundlefs and ingxhaufti-
ble. ‘

ceived
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ceived than defcribed. In many places the
road may be confidered as little elfe than a
perpetual {uccefiion of ridges ; and the motion
of the carriage a continual concuffion, and
much greater than I cver experienced over the
rougheft pavement.

The villages which occafionally line this
route are extremely fimilar to each -other;
they ufually confift of a fingle ftreet, with
wooden cottages; a few only being diftin-
guithed by brick houfes. The cottages in
. thefe parts are far fuperior to thofe we ob-
ferved between Tolitzin and Mofcow : they
feemed, indeed, well fuited t& a rigorous cli-
mate ; and although conftridted in the rudeft
and moft artlefs manner,.J4re very comfort-
able habitations, The fite of each building
is an oblong fquare, which furrounds an open
area, and, being inclofed within an high
wooden wall, with a penthoufe roof, looks on
the outfide like a Jarge barn. In one angle
of this inclofure ftands the houfe, fronting
the ftreet of the village, with the ftair-cafe on
the outfide, and the door opening underneath
the penthoufe roof : it contains one, or at moft
two rooms.

I have frequently had occAfion to obferve,

that beds are by no means ufual in this,
country ;
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country; infomuch that, in all the cottages
I entered in Ruffia, I only obferved two, each
of which contained two women at diffcrent
ends with -their clothes on. The family
flept generally upon the benches, on the
- ground, or over the ftove *; ocg:aﬁo,na]ly
men, women, and children, promifcuoufly,
without any difcrimination of fex or condition,
and frequently almoft in a ftate pof* nature.
In fome cottages I obferved a kmdpf thelf,
.about fix or feven fect from the *gloudd car-
tied from one end of the room to the other;
to which were faftened feveral tranfverfe
planks, and upon thefe fome of the family
flept with theif heads and feet occafionally
hanging down, and appearing to us, wha
were not accuftomed to fuch places of repofe,
as if they were upon' the: point of falling ta
the ground. The number of perfons. thus
crowded into a {mall fpace, and which' fome-
times amounted to twenty, added to the'heat
of the ftove, rendered the rdém intolerably
warm; and produced a Muffocating (imell,
which nothing but ufe enabled us to fupport,
This inconvenience was ftill more difagree-

* The ftove is a kind of brick oven; it occipies almoft
a quarter of the room, and is flat at top,

7 ‘able
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able in thofe cottages which were not provided
with chimnies, where the fmoke, being con-
fined in the room, loaded the atmofphere with -
additional impurities. If we opened the lat-
tices during the night, in order to rclieve us
from this oppreffion by the admiffion of freth’
air; fuch an influx of <cold wind rufhed into
the room, that we preferred the heat and

efluvia to. the keennefs of thefe northern
blafts. ¢

" In the midft of every room hangs from the
cieling a veflel of holy water, and a lamp,
‘which is ]ighted only on particular occafions.
Every'houfe is provided with a piure of fome
faint coarfely daubed upon wood, which fre-
quently refembles more a2 Calmuc idol, than
the reprefentation of a human head: to this
the people pay the higheft marks of venera-
tion. -All the members of the family, the
“mbment they rofe in the mosning, and be- -
fore they retired to fleep in the evening, never
omitted ftanding before the faint: they croffed
themfelves during feveral minutes upon the
fides and on the forchead; bowed very low ;
and fometimes even proftrated themfelves on
the ground. Every peafant alfo, upon enter-

ing the room, always paid his obeifance to
this
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this obje&t of worthip,. before he addreficd
himfelf to the family.

The peafants, in their common intercourfe,
are remarkably polite to each other: they take
off their cap at meeting; bow ceremonioufly
and frequently ; and ufually exchange 'a falute,
They accompany their ordinary difcourfe with
much action and innumerable geftures ; and
are exceedingly fervile in their expreffions of
deference to their fuperiors : in accofting a per-
fon of confequence, they proftrate themfelves ;
and even touch the ground with their heads,
We were often ftruck at receiving this kind
of eaftern homage, not only from. heggars,
but frequently from children, and occafionally
from fome of the peafants themfelves.’

~ In the appearance of the common people,
nothing furprifed us more than the enormous
thicknefs of their legs, which we at finft con-
ccived to be their real dimenfions ; t'mtil we
were undeceived by the frequent exhlbmon
of their bare fect, and by being admitted to _
their zo/lets without the leaft ceremony. . The
bulk, which created our aftonifhment)! pro-
cecded from the vaft quantity of coverings
with which they {waddle their legs, in fum-
mer as well as in winter, Befide one’ ef two
pair of thick worfted - ﬁ:ockmgs! they envelop

their

s,
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their legs. with wrappers of coarfe flannel or
cloth, feveral feet in length; and over thefe
they frequently draw a pair of boots, fo large
as to receive their bulky contents with the
utmoft facility.
The peafants are well clothed; comfort-
ably lodged; and feem to enjoy plenty of
wholefome food. Their rye-bread, * whofe
blacknefs’ at firft difgufts the eye, and whofe
fournefs 'the tafte, of a delicate traveller,
‘agrees very well with the appetite: as I be-
_came reconciled to it from ufe, I found it
at all times no unpleafant morfel, and, when
feafoned with hunger, it was quite delicious:
they render this bread more palatable by ftuffing
it with onions and groats, carrots, or green corn,
and feafoning it with fweet oil. The other.
articles of their food I have enumerated on a
former occafion *, in addition to which I’
fhall only obferve, that muthrooms are fo ex-
ceedingly common in thefe regions, as te form
a very effential part of their provifion. I fel-
dom entered a,cottage without feeing great
abundance of them; and in paffing through
the markets, I was often aftonithed at the
prodigions quantity expofed for fale: their
varicty was no lefs remarkable than their num-

* Vol. I, p. 738.
b P- 33 ber «

?
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-ber; they were' of many colours, amongft
which T _particularly noticed white, black, |
brown, yellow, green, and pink.* The com-
mon drink of the peafants is quafs, a fer-
mented liquor, fomewhat like fweet-wort,
made by pouring warm water on rye or bar-
ley-meal; and deemed an excellent antifcor-
butic. They are extremely fond of whifky,
a {pirituous liquor diftilled from malt; which
the pooreft can occafionally command, and
which their inclination often leads them to
ufe to great excefs. .

The backwardnefs of the Ruffian peafants'
in all the mechanical arts, when cumpared
with thofe of the other nations of Europe,
is vifible to the meft fuperficial obferver.
As we approached, indeed, towards Peterf-
burgh, and nearer the civilized parts of Eu-
rope;; we could not fail to remark, that the-
villagers were better furnithed with the con-
veniences of life, and fomewhat further ad-
vanced in the' knowledge of - ‘the neégeffary
arts, than thofe_who fell under our notice bes
fween Tolitzin and ‘Mofcow. The |planks
were lefs frequently hewn with the axe; and
faw-pits, which we had long confidered as
. objeéts of curiofity, oftencr occurred: the
cottages were more fpacious and convenient,

provided
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provided with larger windows, and generally
" had chimnies; they were -alfo more amply
ftored with houfhold furniture, and with
wooden, and fometimes even earthen utenfils.
Still, however, their progrefs towards civi-
lization is very inconfiderable; and many
inftances of the grofleft barbanfm fell under
our obfervation.

'Thofe peafants who furnith poft horfes are -
called yamfbics, and enjoy fome peculiar pri-
vileges. 'They are obliged to fupply all cou-
riers and travellers at a moft moderate price,
in the deareft parts at 1 4. and in many other
parts at id. per verflt * for each horfe; and,
in compenfation, they are exempted from the
payment of the poll-tax, and from being en-
lifted as foldiers: notwithftanding thefe im-
munities, the price they receive for their horfes
is fo inconfiderable, that they frequently pro-
duce them with the greateft reluctance. The
inftant a traveller demands a fupply of frefh
horfes, the yamfhics aflemble in crowds, and
frequently wrangle and quarrel to fuch a de-
gree, as to afford amufement to a perfon who
is not impatient to depart: Their fquabbles
and difputes upon this occafion are fo remark-

* Three quarters of a mile.

able,
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able, as to have ftruck all travellers who
have given any account of this country. Chan-
celer, the firft Englithman who landed at
Archangel, and went from thence to Mof-
cow, could not fail to obferve this circum-
ftance, which equally prevailed at that period
as at prefent ¥, <« Exprefle commandement
“ was given, that poft-horfes fhould bee
“ gotten for him, and the reft of his com-
“ pany, withoyt+any moncy. Which thing
« was, of all the Rufles in the reft of their
“ journey, fo willingly done, that they began
“ to quarrel, yea, and to fight alfo, in ftriv-
“ ing and contending which of thenr thould
¢ put their poft-horfes to the fledde.”

In this defcription, however, Chanceler has
made a ludicrous miftake; for the obje& of
their {quabbles was not to obtain, but to
decline, the honour of furnithing him. with
horfes. The fame fcene is frequent!y renewed
at prefent; as I have occafionally obferved
that an hour’s unremitted - altercatlo;; pro-
duced no effe&, and that the poft-mafter was
at length obliged to compel the yamihics to.
fettle the intricate conteft by drawing lots.
Indeed, as I have before rcmarked it is

e d
# Hackluyt’s Voyages, Vol, I p. 247. 1 P. 69, 70,
abfolutely"
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. abfolutely neceffary for any foreigner, who
" wifhes to travel with expedition, not only to
.be provided with a paffport, but alfo to be
accompanied with a Ruffian foldier. The
latter, immediately upon hls arrival at the
poft-houfe, inftead of attending to the argu-
-ments of the peafints, or waiting for the flow.
mediation of the poft-mafter, fummarily de-
.cides the bufinefs by the powerful interpofition
of his cudgel. The boors, quickly filenced by
this dumb mode of argumentation *, find no dif-
ficulty in adjufting their pretenfions, and the
horfes alnoft inftantly make their appear—
ance, '
In our. route through Ruflia I was greatly
furprifed at the propenfity of the natives to
finging. Even the peafants who ated in the
capacity of coachmen and poftilions, > were no
fooner mounted than they began to warble an
air, and continued it, without the leaft inter-
miffion, for feveral hours, But what fhill
. more aftonithed me was, that they performed
occafionally in parts; and ‘I have frequently
obferved them engaged in a kind of mufical
dialogue, making reciprocal queftions and
refponfes, as if they were chanting (if Jymay

* Arguu;entum baculinum,

vor. IL. p o
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fo exprefs myfelf) their ordinary converfation.
The pottilions fing, as I have juft obferved,
from the beginning to the énd of a ftage ; the
foldiers fing continually during their march;
the countrymen frg during the moft labori-
ous occupations ; the public-houfes re-echo
with their car6ls; and in 2 ftill evening I have
frequently heard the air vibrate with the notes
from the furrounding villages.

An ingenious author *, long refident in
Ruffia, and who has turned his attention to
the ftudy of the national mufic, gives the
following information upon this, curious fub-
je&. The general mufic that prevails among
the common people in Ruffia, from the Duna
to' the Amoor and the Frozen. Ocean, conlifts
in one fpecies of fimple melody, which ad-
mits of infinite variation, according to the
ability of the finger, or the cuftom of the fe-
veral provinces in this extenfive empire. The
words of the fongs are moftly in profe, and
often extcmpore, according to the imrtiediate
invention or recollection of the finger; per-
haps an antient legend ; the hiftory of an enor-
mous giant; a declaration of love ; a dialoguc

s I
* Stachlin. Sc_e his Nachrickhten von der Mufik in
Rufsland, in Haygold’s Beylagen, Vol. If. p. 60 to 653

where fpecimens of this air are given.
between
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bstween a lover and his miftrefs ; a murder;
- or the defcription of a beautiful girl: fome-
times they are merely letters and fyllables
taken from fome old accidence, metrically
arranged, but feldom in rhyme, and adapted
to this general air. ‘Thefe latter words are |
chiefly ufed by mothers in finging to their
.children ; while the boors, at the fame time,
© perform their national dance to the fame
tune, accompanied with inftrumental mufic,
I have been alfo informed, that the fubject
of the fong frequently alludes to the former
adventures of the finger, or to his prefent
fitation; and that the peafants adapt the
topics of their common difcourfe, and their
difputes with each other, to this general air:
which, altogether, forms an extraordinary ef-
fect ; and led me to conjeture, as I have be-
fore exprefled myfelf, that they chanted their
ordinary converfation.

P2 CH AP,
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CHAP IL

Novogorod.—Its antiquity, power, grandeur, in-
dependence, decline, fubjection, and downfal—

- Its prefent flate—Cathedral of St. Sophia.—
Early introdultion of painting into Ruflia.—
Price of provifions at Novogorod.—Incidents
of the Journey tg Peterfburgh.

T Bronitza we croffed the Mafta upon

a raft compofed of feven or eight trees
rudely joined together, and which fecarcely
afforded room for the carriage and two horfes.
We then continued our route, through a level
country, to the banks of the Volkovetz, or
little Volkof, which we paffed in a ferry;
“and, after mounting a gentle rife, defcended
into the open marthy plain of pafture, which
reaches, without interruption, to the walls of
Novogorod : that place, at a fiall ditance,
exhibited a moft magnificent appearance’; and,
if we might judge from the great nunlxlber of
churches and convents, which cn every fide
prefented themfelves to our view, announced
our approach to a confiderable city ; but upon
our entrance our expetations were by no
means realized.

No
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. No'place ever filled me with more melan-
" choly ideas of fallen grandeur, than the town
of Novogorod. It is one of the moft antient
cities in Ruffia ; and was fermerly called Greas
Novogorod, to diftinguifh it from other Ruf-
fian towns of a fimilar appellation *. Neftor,
the earlieit of the Ruflian hiftorians, informs
us that Yt was built at the fame time with
Kiof, in 'the middle of the fifth century, by
a Sclavonian horde, who, according to Pro-
copius, iflued from the banks of the Volga
Its antiquity is clearly proved by a paflage in
the Gothic hiftorian, Jornandes; in which it
is called Civitas Nova, or New Town .
We have little infight into its hiftory before
the ninth century, when Ruric, the firft great-
duke of Ruffia, reduced it, and. made it the
metropolis of his vaft dominions. The year.
fubfequent to his death, which happened in
879, the feat of government was removed,
under his fon Igor then an infant, to Kiof;
. and Novogorod continued, for above a cen-
tury, under the jurifdiGion of governors no-

* Nifhnei Novogorod, and Novogorod Severfkoi,

t Sclavini a Civitate Novi et Sclavino Rumunenfe, et
lacu qui appellatur Mufianus,&c. The luke is the Ilmen ;
and the Civitas Nova, Novonorod. S.R.G. Vol. V

. 2813,
P 343 T3 mina ed
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minated by the great-dukes. At length, in
970, Svatoflaf, the fon of Igor, created his
third fon Vladimir duke of Novogorod: the
latter, fucceeding his father in the throne of
Ruflia, ceded the town to his fon Yaroflaf;
who, in 1636, ‘granted to the inhabitants very
confiderable privileges, that laid the foundation
. of that extraordinary degree of libefty which
they afterwards gradually obtained. From
this period Novogorod was for a long time
governed by its own dukes: thefe fovereigns
were at firft fubordinate to the great-dukes,
who refided at Kiof and Volodimir ; but after-
wards, as the town increafed in population
and wealth, they gradually ufurped an abfo-
lute independency *.

But while they thus fhook off the yoke of
a diftant lord, they were unable to maintain
their authority over their own fubje&s Al-
though the fucceflion continued in the fame
family ; yet, as the dukes were elcéed by the
inhabitants, they gradually bartered away, as
the price of their nomination, all their moft
valuable prerogatives. They were ualfo’ fo
frequently depofed, that, for near two cehtu-
ries, the lit of the dukes refembles more a

* S‘ R‘ Gl VOI‘ vo p' 39,‘
calendar



calendar of annual magiﬁrates, than a regular
.Ime of hereditary prmccs : and, in effe®, No-
vogorod was a republic nnder the jurifdiGion
of a nominal fovereign. The privileges en-
joyed by the inhabitants, however unfavoyr-
able to the power of the dukes, proved ex-
tremely beneficial to the real interefts of the
town : it became the great mart of trade be-
tween Rufiia and the Hanfeatic cities; and
‘made ‘the moft rapid -advances in opulence
and population. At this period its dominions
were {o extenfive ¥, its power fo great, and its
fituation fo impregnable, as to give, rife to a
proverk, Quis contra Deos et Magnam Novegar-
diam 2 «“-Who can refift the Gods and Great
« Novogorod !’

It continued in this flourifhing ftate until
the middle of the 1gth century, when the
great-dukes of Ruflia;, whofe anceftors had
reigned over this town, and who ftill retained:
the title of dukes of Noyogorod, having tranf-
ferred their refidence from Kiof to Volodimir,
and afterwards to Mofcow, laid claim to its
feudal fovereignty; a demand which the in-

% Its territory extended to the north as far as the fron-
tiers of Livonia and Finland, and comprifcd great part of
the province of Archangel, and a large diftri&t beyond
the north-weftern limits of Siberia.

P4 habitants
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habitants fometimes evaded by compofition,
fometimes by refiftance, but ‘were fometimes
compelled to acknowledge. At length, in
1471, Ivan Vaffilievitch 1. having fecured his
dominions againft the inroads of the Tartars,
and having extended his empire by the con-
queft of the neighbouring principalities, ven-
tured to affert his right to the fovereignty
of Novogorod; and enforced his pretenfions
by a formidable army: he vanquifthed the
troops of the republic oppofed to him in the
field; and, having forced the citizens to ac-
kinowledge his claims, appointed a governor,
who was permitted to refide in the town, and
to exercife the authority formerly vefted in
their own dukes *. This power, however,
being exceedingly limited, left them_ in the
entire pofleflion of their moft valuable im-
munities : they retained their own laws;
chofe their own magiftrates ; and the governor
never. interfered in public affairs, except by
appeal., '
Ivan however, by no means contentec]i with
this limited fpecies of govcrnmcnt, whtched

* Its government was fimilar to that of the German re-
publics, who acknowledge the emperor as their liege-
lord, but arc undcr the jurifdiction of their own magif-
trates.

a favour-
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4 favourable opportunity of 'extendino his au-
' thority; and, as a pretence is never wanting
to a powerful aggreflor, he, in 1477, laid
fitge to the town. His defigns being abetted
by the internal feuds and diﬂ'entions which’
had long prevailed in this independent repub-
lic; the inhabitants were conftrained to fub-
feribe to all the conditions impofed by the
haughty conqueror. The gates were thrown
open ; the great-duke entered the place in the’
chara@ter of fovereign; and the whole body
of people, tendcring the oath of allegiance,
delivered into his hands the charter of their
liberties, which urianimity would ftill liave
preferved inviolate. One circumftance, re-
corded by hiftorians as a proof of the uncon-
ditional fubje®ion of the town, was the rc-
moval of an enormous bell from Novogorod
to Mofcow, denominated by the inhabitants
eternal, and revered as the palladium of their
liberty and the fymbol of their privileges.
. It was fufpended in the market-place; its
facred found drew the people inftantly from
the moft remote parts, and tolled the fignal
of foreign danger or. inteftine tumult. The

great-duke peremptorxly demanded this ob-
' Jc& of public veneration, which he called

« The larum qf ﬁdztton ;7 and the inhabitants
" confidered
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confidered its furrender as the fure prelude of
departing liberty *.

From this period the great-dukc becal;;f'
in effect abfolute fovereign of Novogorod,
though the oftenfible forms of its government
were {till preferved: in order to enfure the
obedience of his new fubjeés, he tranfplanted
at once above a thoufand of the principal citi-
zens to Mofcow and other towns; and fecured
the Kremlin, in which he generally refided.
when he came to Novogorod, with ftrong
'walls of brick. Notwithftanding the defpo-
tifm to which the inhabitants were fubject,
and the oppreflion which they expesienced
from Ivan and his fucceflors ;. yet Novogorod
ftill continued the largeft ‘and moft com-
mercial ‘city in all Ruffia, as will evidently
appear from the following defcription of
Richard Chanceler, who paffed through it
in 1554 in his way to Mofcow." « Next
“ unto Mofcow, the.city of Novogorode is
« reputed the chicfeft of Ruffia; for although

* « Devenuc fujette,” fays I’Evefque with great fﬂirit,
<« elle va chaque jour perdre de fon domaine, de fa popu-
< lation, dec fon commerce, des fes richefles, &, dans moins
<« d'un fiécle, a peinc fera-t-ellc une ville importante : tant
« e fouffle du pouvoir arbitrairc eft brilant & deftru&eur.”
Hiftoire de Ruffie, Tom. I, p, 327.

§ €« 3t
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« it be in majeftie inferior to it, yet in great-
¢ nefle it goeth beyond it. It is the chief-
Xeﬁ and greateft marte towne of all Mofco-
“Nvie; and albeit the emperor’s feate is not
there, but at Mofco, yet the commodi-
oufnefle of the river, falling into that gulfe
"which is called Sinus Finnicus, whereby it
“ is well frequiented by merchants, makes it
“ more famous than Mofco itfelf #.”

An idea’ of its populoufnefs, during this
period, when compared with its prefert de-
tlined ftate, is manifeft irom the fac ; that in
1508 above 15,000 perfons died of an epide-
mical ediforder 4; more than double the
number of its prefent inhabitants. In its
moft flourithing condition it contained at
leaft 400,000 foulsf. Under the reign of
Ivan Vatlilievitch II. the profperity of Novo-
gorod experienced a  moft fatal downfal,
from which it never recovered : that monarch
having, in 1570, difcovered a fecret corre-
{pondence between fome of the principal in~
habitants and Sigifmond Auguftus king of Po-
land, relative to a furrender of the city into

<

€¢

* Hackluyt, vol. I. p. 251.

+ S. R. G. vol. V, p. 494.,

1 It now contains fcarcely 7000. '
his



220 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 4.

his hands, inflited the moft exemplary and
inhuman vengeance upon them. He ret,
paired in perfon to Novogorod ; and appoint
a court of inquiry, juftly denominated
tribunal of bloed.  Contemporary hiftorians
relate that its proceedings continued during
the fpace of five weeks; and that on eich
day of this fatal period more than goo inha-
bitants fell victims to the vengeance of incenf-
ed defpotifm. According to fome authors,
25,000, according to others, more than 30,000
perfons perifhed in this dreadful carnage.
Thofe writers, who were the tzar’s enemies,
have probably exaggerated the, number of
thefe executions ; and it is but juftice to add,
that fome circumftances in their relations are
proved to be unqueftionably falfe : but though
‘we ought not to give implicit credit to all the
accounts recorded by his adverfaries; yet,
even by the confeflion of his apologxﬁs, there
fiill remains fufficient evidence of his favage
ferocity in this barbarous tranfattion ; which
equals, if not furpafles, in cruelty, the maffacre
. at Stockholm under Chriftian II. |
This horrid cataftrophe and the fubfequent
oppreffions which the town expenenced from
that great though fanguinary prince, fo im-
paired its ftrength s that it is defcribed as a
place

‘
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place of ruin and defolation by Uhlfield, the
%mi{h embaffador, who foon afterwards paffed
tArough it.  But although the f{plendour of
thYs, once flourithing town received & very
confiderable diminution; yet it was not totally
obfcured until the foundation of Peterfburgh,
to which favourite capital Peter the Great
transferred all the commerce of the Baltic,
that before centered in Novogorod.

The prefent town is furrounded by a ram-
part of earth, with a range of old towers at
regular diftances,- forming a circumference of
{carcely a mile and an half; and even this
inconfiderable circle includes much open fpace,
and many houfes which are not inhabited.
As Novogorod was built after the manner of
the antient towns of this country, in the Afia-
tic ftyle; this rampart, like that of the Sem-
lainogorod, at Mofcow, probably enclofed fe-
veral interior circles: without it was a vaft
extenfive {uburb, which reached to the diftance
of fix miles,” and included within its circuit
all the convents and churches, the antient
ducal palace and other ftructures; that now
make a fplendid, but folitary appearance, as
they lie fcattered in the adjacent plain. |
- Novogorod ftretches on both. fides of the
Volkof, a beautiful river of confiderable

depth
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depth and rapidity, and fomewhat broader
than' the Thames at Windfor. This rigof
feparates the town into two divifions ; )
Trading Part, and the Quarter of St. Sophia,
which are united by means of a bridge, partly
" wooden and partly brick.

The firft divifion, or the Trading Part, is,
excepting the. governor’s houfe, only a rude
clufter of wooden habitations, and in no other
refpe diftinguithed from the common vil-
lages than by a vaft number of brick churches
and .convents, which ftand melancholy mo-
numents of its former magnnﬁCence In all
parts I was ftruck with thefe remains of ru- -
ined grandeur; while half-cultivated fields
enclofed within high palifadoes, and large
{paces covered with nettles, attgfted its prefent
defolate condition. Towards its -extremity a
brick edifice, and feveral detached ftru@tures
of the fame matcrials, ereCted at the em-
prefs’s expence, for a manufaCture: of 'ropes
and fails, exhibited a, moft fplendid ﬁgure
when contrafted with the furroungding wpoden
hovels in the town.

The ‘oppofite divifion, denominated, the
Quarter- of $t. Sophia, derives its appellation
from the cathedral of that name; and com-

prehends the fortrefs -or Kremlin, cre&ed for
. the

’
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the purpofe of curbing the inhabitants, and
preventing the frequent infurreétions occa-
1gned by the rifing fpirit of opprefled liberty.
It'is of an irregularly oval form, and furround-
ed by an high brick wall, ftrengthened with
round and fquare towers: the wall is fimilar
to that which enclofes the Kremlin at Mof-
cow; and was built in 1490 by the Italian
archite® Solarius of Milan, at the order of
Ivan Vaflilievitch I. foon after his conqueft
of Novogorod. The fortrefs contains the
cathedral of St. Sophia; the old archiepifcopal
manfion with -its ftair-cafe on the outfide;
part of a new palace which was not yet fi-
nithed 3 a few; other brick buildings’; but the
Temaining fpace is a wafte, overfpread with
weeds and nettles, and covered swith ruins.

The cathedral of St. Sophia is probably
one of the, moft antient churches in Ruffia:
it was begun in 1044 by Viedimir Yarofla-
vitch duke of Novogorod, and completed
'in 1051 #. It was probably conftructed foon
after Chriftianity was firft introduced into
Ruffia by the Greeks, and was called St. So-

* 8, R. G. vol. V. p. 308. A wooden church of the
fame name had been firft conftru®ed about the year 1000
by Joachnm, the firft bithop of Novogorod, on the fpot

where this cathedral now ftands. Ibid. p. 394+
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phia, from the church of that name in Con-
ftantinople. It is a high fquare buildin
with a gilded cupola, and four tin domef.
We entered - this venerable pile through a pfir
of brazen gates, ,ornamented with various
figures in alto relievo, reprefenting the Paf-
fion of our Saviour, and other fcriptural hifto-
ries. The prieft informed me, that, accord-
ing to tradition, thefe gates of brafs were
brought from the antient town of .Cherfon,
where Vlodimir the Great was baptized, and
are {uppofed to be of Grecian workmanthip :
they are in confequence of this perfuafion
called Korfuntkie Dveri, the doors of Cherfon.
But if we admit the truth of this tradition,
how fhall we account for the following Latin
" charaCters, which I obferved upon them ?

~ p-e. WICMANNVS MEGIDEBVRGENSIS
ALEXANDER efe DEBLVCICH. *
AVE MARIA GPACIA PLEHS DHS 'EECVGI,

. |

The firft part of this infcription feems to ,
prove rather, that they came from Mav-
deburgh in Germany; a circumftance by no
means improbable, as the inhabitarts of No-
vogorod, through their commercial. copnec-
tions, maintained, even in thofe early times,

a no |
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a no lefs frequent intercourfe with Germany

han with Greece. -
In the infide of this cathedral are twelve
affy pillars white-wathed, which, as well

as the walls, are thickly covered with the re-

« prefentations of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary,
and of various faints. Some of thefe paint~
ings are of very high antiquity, and probably
anterior to the revival of the art in Italy.
The followmg reafons induce me to adopt
this opuuon Many of thefe ‘Aigures are fi+
nithed in a bard flat flyle of colouring upon a
gold ground, and exa@ly fimilar to thofe of
the Gfeek artifts, by whom, according to
Vafari, painting was firft introduced into Italy .
in the following manner.

Towards the latter end of the 1 3th century,
fome Greek artifts were invited to Florence to
paint a chapel in the.church of Santa Maria
Novella in that city. Although their defign
and colouring were very bard and flat, and

» they chiefly reprefented the figures on @ feld
of gold 5 yet their productions were much ad-
mired in that ignorant century. Cimabue,-
who was then a boy, was fo ftruck with their .
performance ; that he was accuftomed to pafs
all the time he could fteal from fchool in con-
templating the ptrogrefs of their work. His

Vou. IL Q_ enthufiafin
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enthufiafm being thus kindled, he turned his
whole attention to the ftudy of an art t
which his natural genius feemed inclinedt
His firft compofitions had all the defe@s of the
mafters whom he imitated ; but he gradually
improved as he advanced; and laid the firft rude
foundation of that aftonifhing’ excellence which
the fchools of Italy afterwards attained.

As painting was thus brought into Italy
from the Greek empire, when there was
fcarcely any connection. between thofe two
countries, we may be well affured that it was
introduced at a more early period into.Ruﬁia,
from ‘the fame quarter; not only becaufe a
conftant intercourfe had been long maintained
between the great-dukes and the emperors of
Conftantinople ; and becaufe the patriarch of
that city was formerly the head of the church
- eftablithed in Ruffia; but likewife becaufe the
Ruffians, being converted to Chriftianity by
the Greeks, were accuftomed, after their ex-
ample, to decorate their temples' with various
figures; and muft have received from them
many portraits of faints, which form in their
religion a neceffary part of divine worfhip-
We may conclude, therefore, that the cathe-
dral of St. Sophia, which was built in the 11th
century, and is one of the moft antient church~

es
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he figures of faints by fome Greek artifts,

hom the great-dukes of Novogorod drew
from Conftantinople. The reprefentations in
queftion, indeed, are fuch mere daubings, as
not to have deferved a particular inquiry, if
they had not affifted in illuftrating the progrefs
of the liberal arts; and in afcertaining the
early introdution of painting into this coun-
try, at a period when it was probably un-
known even in- Italy *.

Several princes of the ducal family of Ruffia
are interred in this cathedral. ‘The firft is Vlo-
dimir Yaroflavitch, who was born in ‘1020,
died in 1041 4, and was buried in this church,
which he himfelf had founded, and juft lived
to fee completed.  Befide. his tomb, are thofe
of his mother Anne, daughter of the eaftern
emperor Romanus; his wife Alexandra; his
brother Micfliflaf ; and, laftly, of Feodor, bro-

 ther of Alexander Neviki, who died in 1228.
The moft antient of thefe fepulchres are of
carved wood gilt and filvered, and furrounded
with iron rails ; the others are of brick and

{f of Ruffia, was neceflarily ornamented with

* Jam diu pingunt Rutheni, et quis credat? feculo
duodecimo, fays Falconi.~See Effai fur la Bib. &c. p. 19
i‘ .Sb R! G VOI. V. p' 399.

Qz mortar.
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mortar. Within the fan¢tuary the walls ar
covered with Mofaic compartments, of coar
workmanthip, but curious as being ve
antient. ,

Our landlord was a German ; and his inn,
though fmall, was one of the moft commo-
dious we had hitherto met with in Ruffia: it
was neatly furnifhed, and afforded us beds, an
article of fingular luxury in this country,
which we had no finall -difficulty to procure
even in the city of Mofcow.

By the affiftance of our landlord we obtained
the following lift of the price of provifions in
thefe parts:

s d 5 d.
Butcher’s meat per Ruffianpound * - 1% too 2
Black bread per ditto - - - -k '
‘White common ditto * - T
French ditto - - - e 2
Butter ditto ' - - - - 4
Ten eggs fiom - - « « 1}too s
Pair of fowls from - e« 1 3 tor'8
Fatted goofe - - - - I - !
Couple of wild ducks - - « 6
Tame ditto - - - 1 3 I

* Brace of partridges - -« 10 )

Black game, ¢ock andhen - 1 6
Hare - - - - - 7%
Quart of milk  + - - - 13
Bet fpirituous liquors per quart 1§k

* A Ruffian pound = 345 Englith ounces.

Worft

‘



c. 2. NOVOGOROD. “=3
5. 4
} Worft fort - - - - - 8
Pair of peafants leather fhoes - r .3
Boots - - - - 4 10
Round hat - - - - 13
Peafant’s fhirt, no collar or wrift- } 13

band, and very fhort - -

Our coach was fo fhattered by the bad
roads; that we left it at Novogorod ; and
continued our journey in the common car-
riages of the country, called &ibitkas. A ki-
bitka is a {mall cart, capable of containing
two perfons abreaft, while the driver fits upon
the further extremity clofe to the horfes’ tails.
It is about five feet in length, and the hinder
half is covered with a femicircular tilt, open
n front like the top of a cradle, made of laths
interwoven and covered with birch or beech-
bark. ‘There is not a piece of iron in the
whole machine. It has no fprings, and is
faltened by means of wooden pins, ropes, and
fticks, to, the body of the carriage. * The
Ruffians, when they travel in thefe kibitkas,
place a feather-bed in the bottom, admirably
calculated to break the intolerable jolts and
concuffions, occafioned by the uneven timber
roads. With this precaution a kibitéa, though
inferior in fplepdour, equals in comfort the

Q3 moft
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moft commodious vehicle. The traveller
ftretches himfelf at his length upon the fead
ther-bed, and, if inclined, may dofe away the
journey in perfect tranquxlhty, But being
novices as to the beft method of equipping
this {pecies of conveyance, we fuffered a layer
of trunks and other hard baggage to be fub-
ftituted in the place of feather-beds: thefe’
fubftances, fo much more bulky, and fo much
lefs yielding than down, obliged us either to fit
under the tilt in a ﬂopmg pof’cure, or upon the
narrow edge of the carriage ; in the alternate
enjoyment of which deleGtable pofitiops, we
paﬁ'ed twelve hours without intermifiion, and
with no refrethment. Thofe who have ever re-
galed themfelves amidft a pile of loofe trunks
and boxes in the bafket of a heavy-laden ftage
coach, over the rougheft pavement, would
efteem that mode of conveyance «luxury to
what we experienced. Our impatience, how-
ever, to reach Peterfburgh beguiled in'fome
meafure the bruifes we received from our
kibitkas and their contents; and induced us
to perfevere in our route till after ten at night;
when, upon our being depofited in a fmall
village, I had {carcely ftrength remaining to
crawl to fome freth firaw fpread for our beds

in the corner of an unfurnifhed inn: with the
comforts
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comforts of this delightful place of repofe

¥I was {o enamoured ; that.I could not be pre-
vailed upon to relinquith it even for a few
minutes, for the enjoyment of an excellent
ragout prepared by our fervant; and which
a conftant fafting fince nine in the morning
tended greatly to recommend.

A tolerable night’s reft, and the profpe& of
only fifty miles between us and Peterfburgh,
induced us to reaflume our former ﬁations,
and to brave a repetition of our fatigue.

The country we paffed through was ill
calculated to alleviate our fufferings, by tranf-
ferrmg our attention from ourfelves to the
obje&ts around us, Excepting the environs
of Novogorod, which were tolerably open;
the road made of timber, as defcribed on a
former occafion, and as ftraight as an arrow, .
ran thrangh a perpetual foreft, without the
leaft intermixture of hill or dale, and with
but few flips of cultivated ground, Through
the dreary extent of r1o miles, the gloomy
uniformity of the foreft was only broken by a
few Dolitary villages at long diftances from
cach other, without the intervention of a -
fingle houfe. Itchora, the laft village at
which we changed horfes, though' but 2o
miles from the capital, was finall and wretch-

Q4 ¢d;
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ed; and the adjacent country as inhofpitable
and unpeopled as that we had already paffed.t
About ten miles from Itchora we fuddenly
turned to the right; and the fcene inftantly
brightened : the woods gave way to culti-
vation; the country began to be enlivened
with houfes; the inequalities of the timber
road were fucceeded by the level of a fpacious
caufeway equal. to the fineft turnpikes of
England ; the end of each verft * was marked
with fuperb mile-ftones of granite and inar-
ble; and a long avenue of trees was clofed at
the diftance of a few miles with 3 view of
Peterfburgh, the obje of our withes, and
the termination of our labours.

* Throughout alf’ the high roads of Ruffia, each verf}

{or three quarters of a mile) is marked by a.wooden poﬁ%
about twelve feet in height, pamted red,

CHAP.
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CHAP. IIL

Fuftification of Peter the Great for transferring
the feat of empire from Mofcow #o St. Pe-
terfburgh.—Defeription of the new metro-
polis—lIts foundation and progrefs.—Circum-
Jerence and populatron.—Inundations of the
Neva.—Remarkable flood in the year 1777.
~—Bridge of pontoons—Plan for a bridge of .
a fingle arch acrofs the Neva.—Coloflal ffatue
of Peter the Great.—dccount of the pedefial,
and of its conveyance to Peterfburgh.—Ge-
neral obfervations on the weather at St. Pe-
terfburgh during the winter of 1778.—Pre-
cautions againft the cold.— Diverfions and
winter feenes upon the Neva. —Ice-bz//: —
Annual fair upon its frozen ﬁuface

AINT Petcrfburgh 1s ﬁtuated in the l.m-

tude of 59° 56’ 23" north, and longitude
30° 25’ eaft, from the firft meridian of Green-
wich. It ftands wupon the Neva, near the
Gulf of Finland, and is built partly upon
fome iflands in the mouth of that river, and
partly upon the continent. Its principal

divifions are as follow: 1. The Admiralty
quarter ;
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quarter; 2. “The Vaflili Oftrof*; 3. The
fortrefs; 4. The Ifland of St. Peteriburgh
and 5. The various fuburbs, called the
fuburbs of Livonia, of Mofcow, of Alexander
Neviki, and of Wiburgh. Their peculiar
fituation, with refpect to each other, will be
better explained by the annexed plan of the
town, than by the moft elahorate defcrip-
tion.

Peter the Great has incurred confiderable
cenfure for transferring the feat of empire
from Mofcow to Peterfburgh: it has been
urged, with fome degree of plaufibility, that
he was in effe@ more an Afiatic than an
European fovereign; that Mofcow, lying
nearer ‘to the center of his dominions, was
better calculated for the imperial refidence ;
and that, by rcmovmg his capital, he neglected
the interior provinces, and facrificed -every
other confideration to his predile&tion for the
fettlements upon the Baltic. X

But it by no means appears, that although,
Peterfburgh was thus fituated at the extremity-

of Ruffia, that therefore he neglected any other
.part of his vaft dominions. On the con-
trary,’ he fvas no lefs attentive to his Afiatic

* Oftrof fignifies Ifland,
) than
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than to his European provinces : his repeated
negotiations with the Chinefe; his campaigns
againft the Turks; and his conqueft of the
Perfian provinces, which border upon the
Cafpian, prove the truth of this affertion,
" It is no lefs obvious, that Europe was the
quarter from whence the greateft danger to
his throne impended ; that the Swedes were
his moft formidable enemies; and that- from
them the very exiftence of his empire was
threatened. with annihilation. It was not
by leading his troops againft the defultory
bands of Turks or Perfians, that he was able
to acquire a folid military force; but by
training them to endure the firm attack of
regular battalions, and to learn to conquer at
laft by repeated defeats: with this defign,
the nearer he fixed his feat to the borders of
Sweden, .whofe veterans had long been the
terror of the porth, the more readily his troops
would imbibe their military {pirit, and learn,
- by encountering them, their well-regulated
manceuvres. Add to this, that the protec-
tion of the' new commerce, which he opened
through the Baltic, depended upon the creation
and maintenance of a naval force, which re-
quired his immediate and almoft continual in-
fpection, To this circumftance alone is owing

the
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the rapid and refpectable rife of the Ruffian

power; its ‘preponderance in the north; and
its political importance in the fcale of Europe.
In a word, had not Peter I. transferred the
feat of government to the fhores of the Baltic ;
the Ruffian navy had never rode triumphant
in the Turkith feas; and Catharine II. had
never {tood forth what fhe now is, the arbi-
trefs of the north, and the mediatrix ¥ of
Durope,

Thus much with refpe@ to the poiitical
confequence which Ruffia derived from' the
pofition of the new metropolis. Its inter-
nal improvement, the great obje&t of Peter’s
reign, was confiderably advanced by approach-
ing' the capital to the more civilized parts of
Europe : by this means he drew the nobility
from their rade magnificence and feudal dig-
nity at Mofcow to a more imingdiate de-
pendence upon the fovereign; to more polithed
manners ; to a greater degree of focial inter-
courfe. Nor was there any other caufe, ‘per-
Jhaps, which fo much tended to promote his
plans for the civilization of his fubje&s, as
the removal of the iinperial feat from the in-

* It muft be rcmembered, that Catharine II. mediated
the peace of Tefehen, in 1779, between the emperor of
Germany and the king of Pruffia,
' land
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land provinces to the Gulf of Finland. For
the nearer the refidence of the monarch is
brought to the more polifhed nations; the
more frequent will be the intercourfe with
them, and the more eafy the adoption of their
arts; and in no other parts could the influx
of foreigners be fo great as where they were
allured by commerce.

In oppofition, therefore, to the cenfurers
of Peter, we cannot but efteem this a& ds
extremely beneficial : and we might even ven-
ture to affert, that if, by any revolution of
Europe, this empire thould lofe its acquifitions
on the Baltic; if the court fhould repair to
Mofcow, and maintain a fainter conncion
with the European powers before any efiential
reformation in the manners of the people
fhould have taken place; Ruffia would foon
relapfe .into her original barbarifm; and no
traces of the memorable improvements intro-
duced by Peter I. and Catharine II. would be
found but in the annals of hiftory.

As T walked about this metropolis 1 was
filled with aftonithment upon refleting, that
fo late as the beginning of this century, the
ground on which Peterfburgh now ftands was
only a vaft morafs occupicd by a few ffher-

men’s huts, The firft building of .the city
is
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-is fo recent as'to be almoft remembered by
fome perfons who are now alive ; s and its
gradual progrefs is accordingly traced without
the leaft difficulty. Peter the. Great had no
fooner wrefted Ingria from the Swedes, and
advanced the boundaries of his empire- to the
thores of the Baltic; than he determined .to
. ere® a fortrefs upon a fmall ifland in the
mouth of the Neva, for the purpofe of fecuring
his conquefts, and opening a’ new channel of
commerce ¥, As a preludé to this under-
taking, a finall battery was immediately' raifed
on another ifland of the Neva, upon the fpot
now occupied by the Academy of Sciences 5
and it was commanded by Vaffili Demitrievitch
Kotthmin. All the orders of the emperor
fent to this officer were dire@ed Vaffili na
Oftrof, To Vafiili upon the ifland ; and hence
this part of the town was called Vaffili Oftrof,
or the Ifland of Vafiili.

The fortrefs was begun on the 16th of
May, 1703 ; and, notwithftanding all the ob-
ftructions arifing from the marfhy nature of
the ground, and the inexperience of the work-
men ; a fmall citadel furrounded with a ram-

- % See Hift. Geog. and Top. Befchreibung der Stade
S. Pet. in the Journal of St. Pet. for 1779

7 ' Pal‘t
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part of earth, and ftrengthened with fix baf-
tions, was completed in a fhort fpace of time.
An author *, who was in Ruffia at that pe-
riod, informs us,  that the labourers were
< not furnithed with the neceffary tools, as
« pick-axes, {pades and fhovels, wheel-bar- -
“ rows, planks, and the like; notwithftand-
“ ing which, the work went on with fuch
‘ expedition, that it was furprizing to fee
« the fortrefs raifed within lefs than five
<< months, though the earth,” which is very
« fcarce thereabouts, was, for the greater part,
< carried by the labourers in the fkirts of
< their “clothes, and in bags made of rags
<« and old mats, the ufc of wheel-barrows
« being then unknown to them.”

Within the fortrefs a few wooden habita-
tions were erected. For his own: immediate
refidence Peter alfo ordered, in the beginning -
of the year 1703, a {mall hut to be raifed in
an adjacent ifland, which he called the ifland -
- of St. Peterfburgh, and from which the new
metropolis has taken its name: this hut was

low and fmall; and is fill* preferved in me-
mory of the fovereign who condefcended to
.dwell in it. Near it was foon afterwards

# Perry’s State of Ruﬂ:xa, vol. I. p. 300.
' conftruted
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conftructed another wooden habitation, but
larger and more commodious, in which prince
Mentchikof refided, and gave audience to fo-
reign minifters. At a {mall diftance was an
inn,' much frequented by the courtiers and
perfons of all ranks; to which Peter himfelf,
on Sundays after divine-fervice, frequently re-
paired ; ‘and would there drink with his fuite
and others who happened to be prefent, as
{peGators of the fire-works and diverfions,
which were exhibited by his orders.

On the 3oth of May, 1706, Peter ordered
the ramparts of earth to be demolithed, and
began the foundation of the new fortrefs on
the fame fpot. In 1710, count Golovkin
built the firft edifice of brick; and in the
following year the gzar, with his own hand,
laid the foundation of an houfe, to be erected
with the fame materjals *. From thefe fmall
beginnings rofe’ the prefent metropolis of the
Ruffian empire ;- and in>lefs than nine yéz{rs
after .the ' firft wretched hovels of wood were
ere@ed, the feat of empire was transferred
from Mofcow to Peterfburgh.

The defpotic..authority of Peter, and his
zeal for the improvement of the new capital,

* Journal St. Pet, for 1779-
) | will
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will ‘appear from the following orders iffued
by his command. In 1714 he publithed a
* mandate, that all buildings upon the ifland of
St. Peterfburgh, and in the Admiralty Quar-
ter, particulaily. thofe .upon the banks of the
' Neva, fhould be conftruéted after the German
manner with timber and brick ; that each of
the nobility and principal merchants fhould
be obliged to have an houfe in Peterfburgh;

that every large vefiel navigating to the ity -
fhould bring “30 ftones, every f{mall one 10,
and every peafant’s waggon three, towards
the conftruétion of the bridges and other
public works: that the ‘tops of the houfes
fhould be no longer covered with birch~
planks, and bark, fo dangerous in cafe of fire,
but fhovld be roofed with tiles or clods of
earth. In 1716 a regular plan * for the
new city was approved by Peter; according
to which the principal part of the new metro-
polis was to be fituated in the Vaffili Oftrof;

and, in imitation of the Dutch towns, canals
were to be cut through the principal freets,
and to be lined with .avenues of trees. This
plan, however, wag never carried into execu-

.

* The reader will find a delincation of this plan in
Perry’s State of Ruflia. \

Vor. IL R tion,
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tion. Under the emprefs Anne, the imperial
refidence was removed to the Admlralty Quiar-
ter. The nobility foon followed the example
of the fovereign ; and at prefent, if we except’
fome of the public- edifices, and the row of
houfes fronting the Neva; the Vaffili Oftrof
is the worft-part of the city, aid alonc contains
more wooden buildings than all the other -
quarters.

Succeeding fovereigns haw contifiued to-
embellith Peterfburgh, but none more than
thc prefent emprefs s who may, without exag-
geration, be called its fecond foundrefs. Not-
withftanding, however, all thefe 1mpro‘ :ements,
it bears every. mark of an infant city, and is
ftill, as Mr. Wraxall * juftly obferves, « only
¢« an immenfe outline, which will require fu-
€€ ture empreITes and almoft. future ages to.
«..complete.” The ftreets in general 4,are
‘broad 4 and’ fpacious; and threc of the
principal- ftreets, which 'meet in a pomt at ’thc
Admiralty, and reach to the extremities of
‘the {uburbs, are at leat two miles in len th.
Moft" of them are paved; but a few are Pall
fuffered to remam floored with planks. In

¥ Wraxall’s Téurs p. 231. '
¥ They are moftly as broad as Oxford-Street: thofe
with canals much broader, .
: feveral
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{everal parts of the metropolis, parncularly
in the Vaffili Oftrof, wooden houfes and ha-
bitations, fcarcely fupenor to common &ot=
tagess are blended w1th the public bmldmgs 3
but this motley mixture is far lefs common
than at Mofcow, where alone can be formed
a trne idea of an antient Ruffian city.

“'The brick houfes are ornamented with a
white ftucco, which has led feveral travellers .
to fay that they are built with ftone; whereas,
unlefs I am greatly miftaken, there are only
two ftone ftruGures in all Peterfburgh ; the
one is the church of St. Ifaac, of hewn granite,
and marble columns, but not yet finithed ; the
other is the marble palace conftructed at the
expence of the emprefs, on the banks of the
Neva, facing the citadel. Her Imperial ma-
jefty gave this fuperb .edifice to pririce Orlof 5
and, at his death, purchafed it froim his execu~
tor for 2,000,000 of roubles. -The fiyle of
architecture is magnificent but heavy : the front
is compofed of .polithed granite and marble,
and is finithed with fuch nicety, and in a fiyle
fo fuperior to the contiguous buildings, that it
has the appearance of having been tranfported
to the prefent fpot, like the palace in the
Arabian tales, raifed by the enchantment of
Aladdin’s lamp. It contains forty rooms upon

R 2 each
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each ﬂom, and is 1 fitted up in a ftyle of fuch
profufion and. fplendour, that the expence of
the furniture amounted to 1,500,000 rou-
bles.
+ The manfions of the nobility are many of
them vaft piles of building, but are not in
general upon fo large and magnificent a fcale
as feveral I obferved ‘at Mofcow : they are
furnithed with. great coft, and in the fame
clegant flyle as at Paris or London.  They
are fituated chiefly on the fouth fide of the
Neva, either in the Adm1ralty (&arter, or i
the fuburbs -of Livonia and Mofcow, wluch
. are the fineft parts of the city. ,

The views upon the banks of the Neva
-exhibit the moft grand and lively fcenes I
ever beheld. That river is in many places.
" as broad as the Thiames at London: it,is
alfo deep, rapid, and as tranfparent as chryﬁéd
and its banks dre lined on each fide with'a
continued range “of ‘handfome buildings. On
the north fide the forteefs,  the Academy of
Sciences and the Academy 'of Arts are the
moft ftriking objects; on the _oppofite fide
are the Impeual p'dace, the. Admuqlty, the.
manfions of many Ruffian'nobles, and the
Englith line, fo called:becaufe (a few houles
_C\ccpted) the whole row is occupied by, the

Englith



<. 3. PETERSBURG H 217%

- “Englith mcrcilants. In the front of thefe
buildings, on the fouth' fide, is the Quay,
‘which firetches . for three miles, except where
it is interrupted by the Admiralty; and the
Neva, during the whole of that f{pace, has
been lately embanked, at the expence of the
emprefs, by a wall, parapet, and pavement of
hewn granite; a moft elegant and durable
monument of imperial mun;ﬁcence. The ca-
nal of Catharine, and of the Fontanha, which
are feveral miles in length, have been lately
embanked in the fame manner, and add greatly
to the ornament of the city.

The quantity of polithed granite ufed in
thefe public works is fufficicnt to aftonifh an
European archite@®, when -he confiders the
hardnefs of the ftone, and with what difficulty
it is fafhioned and polifhed. Indeed, I have
frequently viewed with furprize the procefs
- cmployed by -the commoneft Ruflian work-
men, in fmoothing the granite. They make
ufe of an iron hammer with a fleel cdve,
with which they batter the ftone. The quan-
tity which flies off at each ftroke, is almoft
imperceptible; but by rcpeatedly applying
the edge to the fame place, the prominent
particles are worn away, and the flone be-
comes perfe@ly fmooth.  To this gradual at-

R3 trition
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trition may be applied the proverb, Guz‘m
cavat. lapidem *.

Peterfburgh, although it is more compa&
than the other Ruffian cities, and has the '
houfes in many ftreets contigyous to each
other ;- yet ftill bears a refemblance to the
towns of this country, and is built in a very
ﬁragglmg manner, ' By an order lately iffued
from government, the city ha§ been enclofed |
within a rampart, the circumference whereof
is 21 verfts, or 14 Englifh miles.

The average population of Peter fburgh- ‘may .
be colle¢ted from the followmg lift of births
and deaths dumng fcvcn years. S

* A drop of water (contmually fallmg upon the fame
place) hollows a ftonc.

BIRTHS.
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BIRTHS.

Males 2459 __
« 1777 Females 9.32:»."‘478l

772 - - =ays9
1773M = - 25483
ales 28 o
1774 Feinales 2533:'5431
1775 .- - =4961
g Males 2816
177 Females 2581'5397
Natives,
Males 271y !
Females 2618
5854

T e

Females 254

PETERSBURG H.

‘Males
‘Females 1559

247
DEATHS.

Males” 3137
Females 16427

4779
=4727
=5031
2899 4458

- =3107
Ma]cs 2694-_.
Females 1769~ =4463

Natives.

Males 311771

‘Females 2043 5660

Forcngnerc

Males
Females

235..'
Total of

Total of births for 7 } 36,672
b)

years ~
Annual average of births,
fractions - -

" ofdeaths - . -

deaths } 32,165

omitti:ig fmalj } 5238

45%

By multiplying the births 5238 by 25; the
fum 1s 134:950 5 and the deaths 4594 by 26,

the fum is 119,444. By taking the me-
dium, therefore, between thefe two fums,

- we have 126‘,"69'7 for the number of inhabi-
tangs *, :

, _Petér(burgh,_

* Sufslick cftimates the population of Peterfburgh at
133,196, by multiplying the births with 28 ; and 132,990,
by multiplying the deaths by 26; neither of which numbers
d;ﬁers efentially from the average number in the text: he

R 4 adds,
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Putefl’burgh from its low and marthy
fituation, is fubje&t to inundations, which
have occaﬁonally rifen fo high as to threaten
the town with a. total fubmerfion. Thefe
floods are chiefly occafioned by a weft or'
fouth-weft wind, which, blowing direétly
from the gulf, obftrudts the current of the
Neva, and caufes a vaft accumulation of its
waters. On the 16th of November we had
nearly perfonal experience of this  dreadful
cdlamity. chg invited to a mafquerade at
the Cadet’s in.the Vaffili Oftrof, on our
approach to the bridge, we perceived that a.
ftormy weft wind had already fo much fwelled
the river as confidérably to elevate the pon-
‘toons ; arid the tenfion of the bridge .was™ o
great as to endanger its¥being broken to
picces. Inftead, therefore, of ‘repairing to
the mafquerade, we retdined . home ; and
waited for fomehours in awful cxpeé’catxon of
an immediote deluge. Providentially, hot-
ever, a fudden chmwe of wind preferved Pe-
tcrﬂ)urgh {from' thc impending cataftrophé‘

adds, that DPeterfburgh is the. only large town in whlch
there are morc buths than deaths. Upon the whole, the
population cf Peterfburgh may be eftimated in round 'num-
bers ut 130,000 of fouls, St.e Sufslick (Jouhche ‘Ordnung,

vol, IIL 1*-4630. .

and‘
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and. the inhabitants from an almoft univerfal
.confternation, Wthh their recent fufferings
-had imprefled upon their minds. I .zllude
to the flood” which overwhelmed the town
in the month of September, 1777, and whofe
effets are thus defcribed : < * In the evening
“ of the pth, a violent ftorm of wind blowing
“ at firt S. W. and afterwards W. raifed the
“ Neva and- its various’ branches to {o great.
¢ an height ; that at five in the morning the
« waters poured over their banks, and fud-
¢ denly overflowed the town, but more par-
¢ ticularly the Vaflili Oftrof and the ifland
«“ of Stt Peterfburgh. The¢ torrent rofe in
¢ feveral ftreets to the -depth of four feet
“ and an half; and overturned, by its rapi-
¢ dity, various+buildings 'and bridges. About
“ feven, the wind {hifting to N. W the flood
« fell as fuddenly; and at mid-day moft of .
“ the ftrects, which in the morning could
.only be-pafied in boats, became dry. For
a fhort time the river rofe 10 feet 7 inches
“ ahove its ordinary level -f.” l

The

(14

{3

* Journ. St. Pet. Sept. 1777+ '

+ Mr. Kraft, profeflor of experimental plulofophy in the
Imperial Academy of Sciences, has written a Judlcmus
tréatife upon the inundation of the Neva; from which the
following obfervations are extrated. Thefe floods are

, icfs
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The oppofite divifions of Peterfburgh,
fitugted on each fide of the. Neva, are con-
neéted

lefs alarming than formerly, as the fwelling of the river to
about fix feet above its ufual l/evel which ufed to overflow
the whole town, has no longer any effeét, excepting upon
the Jower parts of Peterfburgh; a circumftance owing to
the gradual raifing of the ground by buildings, and other
caufes.

Upon tracing the prmcprl inundations, the profeﬂ'or in~
forms us, that the moft antient, of which there is any tra-
dition, happened in 1691, and is mentioned by Weber,
from the account of fome fifhermen inhabiting near Nief-
chants, a Swedifh redoubt upon the Neva, about three
miles from the prefent fortrefs of Peterfburgh. At that
period the waters ufually rofe every five years ; and the in-
habitants of that diftriét no fooner’ perceived the particular
ftorms which they had been taught from fatal experience
to confider as forerunners of a flood, 'than they took their
hovels to pieces, and, joining the timbers together m the
form of raftsy faftened them to the fummlts of the h, Yheft

 trees, and repaired to the mountain of Duderof, which is

diftant fix miles from their place of abode, where |they
waited until the waters fubfided. !

- The higheft inundations, excepting the laft of 1777,
were thofe of the 1ft of November, 1726, when the waters

‘rofe 8 feet 2 inches;,and on the 2d of Oé&ober, 1752,

when they rofe 8 feet -§ inches.

From a long courfe of obfervations the profeflor draws
the following conclufion. The higheft floods, namely,
thofe which rife about fix feet, have generally happened in
one of the four laft months of the year: no fenfible effet

| is ever produc!:d by rain or fnow ; 3 fwell is fometimes oc-

cafioned
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ne&ed by a- bridgé on pontoons, which, on
account of the large maffes of ice driven
down the ftream from the Lake Ladoga, was
ufually removed * when they firlt made their

gaﬁoh\ed by the accu:hglation of malles of ice at the mouth
of the Neva ; but the principal caufes of the overflowing of
that river are derived from violent ftorms and winds blow-
ing S. W, W. or N. W. which ufually prevail at the au-
tumnal equinox 3 and the height of the waters is always in
proportion to the violence and duration of thofe winds,
In a2 word, the circumf’can_ccs moft liable to promote the
overflowings of the Neva; are when, at the autumnal equi-
nox, three or four days before or after the full or new
‘moon, that luminary being near her perigzum, a violent
N. W, wind drives the waters of the' Northern Ocean,
during the influx of the tide, into the Baltic, and is ac-
companied, or inftantaneoufly fucceeded by a §. W, wind
in that fea and the Gulf of Finland, All thefe circum-
ftances concurred at the inundation of 1777: it happened
two days before the autumnal equinox, four beforc the full
moon, twa after her pafling through the perigeum, and by
a ftorm at 8. W, which <was preceded by ftrong W. winds
in the Northern Ocean, and ftrong N, winds at the mouth
of the Baltic.

Sec Notices et Remarques fur les debordcmens dela
Neva a St. Peterfbourg accompagnées d’une ¢arte repre-
fentant 1a crue et la diminution des eaux, &c.~In Nov.
Ac. Pet. for 1777, P. II. p. 47. to which excellet trea-
tife I would refer the curious reader for further informa-
tion.

* This bridge was, in December of 1779, replaced for
the firft time, and continued during the winter; a practice
which has been fince renewed, and renders the commum-
cation more convenient, *

> +  appearance ;
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appearance ;" and for a few days, until® the
river was frozen hard enough to bear carriages,
there was no commurication between the op-
pofite parts of the town.

The depth of the river renders it extremely
difficult to build a ftone bridge; and if one
thould ‘be conftruted, it would p-obably be’
deﬁroyed by the vaft fhoals of ice, which
in the beginning of winter are hurried down
‘the rapid flream of the Neva. In ‘order to
remedy this inconvenience, a Ruffian peafant
has projected the fublime plan of throwing a.
wooden bridge of a fingle arch acrofs the river,
which in its narroweft part is 980 feet in
breadth. 'The .artift has executed a model
98 feet in length, which I examined with
great attention, as he cxp]amcd its - plopor-'
non and mechanifm.

"~'The bridge is upon’ the fame principle with
that of Schaffhaufen, excepting that the me-
chanifm -is more "complicated, and that lthe
road is not fo level. I fhall attempt to de-
fcribe it by fuppofing it firiithed, as- that will
convey the beft idea of the plan. The bridge
is roofed at the top, "and covered at the fides:
it is formed by four frames of timber, two on
each fide, compofed ¢ of various beams or truffes,
which fuppot the wholc machine.. The road

§ ‘ 18
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1s not, as is ufual, carried over the top of thc

arch, but is fufpended in ‘the middle.

The following "proportions I noted down,
as they were explamed to me by the artift.

~.
Lenoth of the abutment on the north end
Span of th" arch - - -
Length of the abutment on the fouth end

658 feet.
g8o
658

Length of the whole ftruéture, including} 2266

the abutments, - - .

The plane of the road upon its firft afcent
makes an angle of five degrecs with the
ordinary furface of the river.

Mean level of the river to the top of the}

bridge-in the center -
Ditto to the bottom of the bndge in the }
center - - - - -

Height of the bridge from the bottom to}
the top in the center - - -

Height from the bottom of the bridge in} '

the center to the road - - -
Height from the bottom of ditto to the}

water - - - - -

Height from the water to the fpring of the}

arch - - - - -
\

168
126
42
7
78

56

So that there'is a difference of 35 feet bejween

the road at the fpring. of the arch; and the
road at the center ; in other words, an afcent
of 35 feet in half 980, or in the fpace of 490
feet, which is little more than eight-tenths of

an
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an inch to a foot*. 'The bridge is broadeft
towards the fides, and diminithes towards the
center.. - -

In the broadéﬂ:. part it is > - 168 fects
In the center-or narroweft - - &
" The breadth of the road is - - _ 28

The- artift ' informed me, that to complete
the bridge would require 49,650 iron nails,
12,908 large trees, 5,500 beams to firengthen
them, and that it would coft 306,600 roubles,
or £.60,000. He fpeaks of this bold pro~
je@& with the ufual warmth of genius; and’is
perfe@ly convinced that it would bg practi-
cable. I muft own that I am of the fame
opinion, though I hazard it with great diffi-
dence. What a noblée effe& would be pro~
duced by a bridge ftriking-acrofs the Neva,
with an arch 980 feet wide, and towering i68
feet from the. furface of ‘the water! Thc
“defcription of fuch a- -bridge, feems aliioft
chimerical ; ‘and. yet, upon infpe&ion of the
model, we become reconciled to the idea.
But whether the execution of this ﬁupendous
‘work smay be deemed ﬁoﬂib]e or not; the
model itfelf is worthy of attention, and re

* "The afcent of the road of the bfidgé at Schaffhaufen
is barely four-tenths of an inch in a foot.

7 _ flets

-
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fle@$ the higheft honour on the mvennve_
faculties of that unimproved genius: it is fo
compactly conftru&ted, and" of fuch uniform
folidity, - that it has fupported 3 549 poed, or,
1274440 pounds; without having in the leaft
fwerved from its diretion, which I am told is
far more,\m proportion to its fize, than the
brldge, if completed, would have. occafion to

fuftain from the preflure of the carriagcs'added
to its own weight.

The perfon who prOJe&ed t}us plan is a
common Ruffian peafant ; and, like the Swifs .
carpentér who .built . the bridge of Schaff-
haufen % poffefled of but little knowledge
in the theory of mechanics. This extra-
ordinary genius 'was apprentice to a fhop~
keeper at Nifhnei Novogorod: oppofite to
his dwelling was a wooden clock, which ex-
cited his curiofity. By repeated examinations
he comprehended the internal ftru&ure, and,
without any affiftance, formed one exadtly
fimilar in its proportion and materials. His
fuccefs in this firft effay urged him to under-'
take the conftru&tion’ of metal clocks and
watches. * The emprefs, hearing of ” thefe

# For the account of the bridge of Schaffhaufen, fee
“Travels in Switzerland, Letter IL

wonderful
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wonderful exertions of his native genius,
took him under her prote&lon, and fent him
to England ; from whence, on account of the
difficulties-attending his ignorance of the lan-
guage, he foon rcturned to Ruffia. Lofaw
a.repeating watch of his workmanfhjp at the
Academy of Sciences : it is about e bignefé"
of an egg; in the infide is reprcf\.nted the
tomb ‘of our Saviour, with the ftone at the
entrance, and the centmels upon duty; fud-
denly the ftone is removed the centinels’ fa]l‘
down, the angels appear, the women -enter
the fupulchre, and the fame chant is heard{
which is performed on Eaﬂ:cr—evc.’ Thefe
are trifling, although curious performances ;
but the very planning of the bridge was a
moft fublime conceptxon. Tlns perfon, whofe
sname is Kulibin, bears the appearancpv of a
Ruffian peafant; he has a long beard, and .
wears the common drefs of the country” He
receives a pcnhon fiom thé emprefs, and is
encouraged to- follow the bent of his mecha-
nical genius.

Ong of the nobleft monuments, as my in-
genious friend Mr. Wraxall obferves, of the
. gratitude and veneration paid to Peter I.*

[

* Wraxall’'s Tour, p. 224.
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is the equeftrian ftatue of that monarch in .
bronze: it 1s of a Coloffal fize, and is the
-work of Monfieur Falconet, the celebrated
French ﬁatuary, caft at the expence of Catha-
n\II in honour of her great predecefor,
/whom e reveres and imitates. It reprefents
that moMarch in the attitude, of mounting a
: prec1p1ce, the fummit of wh1ch he ‘has ncarly
attained. He appears crowned with laurel,
in a loofe Afiatic veft; and fitting on a houfing
of bear-fkin: his right hand is ftretched out
as in the a& of giving benediction to his peo-
ple ; and his left holds the reins. The defign
is maftély, and the attitude is bold and {pirit~
ed. If there be any defect in the figure, it
confifts in the flat pofition of the right hand;
and, for this reafon, the view of thc left fide
Is the moft ftriking, where the whole appear-
ance is graceful and animated. The horfe"is
rearing upon’ its hind legs, and.- its tail,
which is full and flowing,' flightly touches a
bronze ferpent, artfully contrived to affift in
fupporting the ‘vaft weight of the flatue in
.due equilibrium. The artift has, in this no-
“ble effay of his genius, reprefented Péter as
the legiflator of his. country, without any al-
Tufion to conqueft and bloodthed ; wifely pre-
ferrmg his civil qualities to his military ex-
Vor. 1L S ploits.
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ploits *. The contraft between the compofed

tranquillity of Péter (though perhaps not ab-
folutely characteriftic) and the fire of the
horfe, eager to-prefs forwards, is very ftriking.
The fimplicity of the infcription correflynds

" * Monfieur Falconet has ably refuted the c%res urged
againft his ftatue on this account. See hiszLetter to Di-
derot, in <« Pieces written by Monf. Falconet,” tranflated
by Mr. Tooke, p» 47. The reader will alfo find in that
work an engraving of the ftatue. ¢ I have endeavoured,”
faid Monficur Falconet to Mr. Wraxall, « to catch, as
¢« far as poffible, the genuine feelings of the Mulcovite
& legiftator, and' to give him fuch an expreflion as hiinfelf
« would have owned. I have not decked his perfon with
« emblems of Roman confulage; or placed a fnarechal’s -
¢ baton in his hand: an ancient drefs would have been
& unnatyral, and the Ruffian he withed to abolith, The
¢« fkin on which he is feated, is emblematical of the nation
« he rcfined, Poffibly,” faid M. Falconet, *the czar
« ‘would have afked me why I did. not put a fabre into his
 hand; but; perhaps, he made too great ufe of it when
« alive, and a fculptor ought only to exhibit thofe parts of
« a charalter which refleét. honour on it, and rather to
¢ draw a veil acrofs the errors and vices which. tarnifh it.
« A laboured panegyrick would have been equally injudi-
¢ cious and unneceffary, fince hiftory has already perform«
“ ed that office with impartial juftice, and held up his
« name to univerfal regard; and I muft do her prefent
« majefty the juftice to fay, fhe had tafte and difcernment
« enough perfely to. fee this, and to prefer the prefent
« fhort infcription to any ather. which. could be compofed.”
Wraxall’s Tour, p, 225227 )

to
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to the fublimity of the .dcﬁ@, and is far pre-
ferable to 2 pompous detail of exalted virtueg,
which the voice of flattery applies to every '
‘i_'overeign without diftin@ion. It is elégantly
ﬁm@ed in brafs chara&ers, on one fide in
Latinpgnd on the oppoﬁte in Ruffian..

PETRO \’RIMO . PETRU PERVOMU,
CA.THARINA SECUNDA | EKATHERENA VTORAIYA
178a. 1782,

When Falconet had concelved the deﬁgn of
his flatve; the pedeftal of which was to be
formed by an huge rock 4, he carefully ex-
amined, the environs of Peterfburgh; if, among
the detached pieces of granite §, which are

{cattered

# Catharine 11, to Peter 1. -

+ ¢ Pour marquer A poftérité, d’oli cet héros legiflateur
« etoxt parti, et quels obftacles ‘il avoit furmonte.”-—Deo
fcription d’ung Pierre pour fervir de Piedeftal, &c. in
Haygold’s Rufsland, Vi IL p. 211

1 The pedcftal is a teddith granite, in which the micz
are very large and refplendent. This circumftance in-
duced a perfon, who has publithed an account of it, and
was willing to make a prodigy where there is none, to
give the following ridiculous and exaggerated defcription
upon breakmg part of it afunder,

« Ce qui furtout frappa d’étonnement, ¢’étoit Vintérieur
« de la pierre. Un coup de foudre Yavoit endommagé
¢« d'un c6té.,  On abbattit ce morceau, & 'on vit, au licu
“ de partics homogénes, un aflemblage de toutes fortes de

Sa “ pierres
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{cattercd about tlgefe parts, one could be found
" of magnitude correfpondent to the dimenfions
of the equeftrian figure: After confiderable
refearch, he difcovered a” ftupendous mafs half
buried in the midft of a morafs. The expgace
and difficulty of tranfporting it were 1o ob-
ftacles to Catharine II. By her ﬁer the
morafs was immediately drained ; 4 road was
.cut, through a foreft, and “carried over the
marfliy ground ; .and the ftone, Wthh after it
‘had been fomewhat reduced weighed at leaft
1500 tons, was removed to Peterfburgh.
. This more than Roman work was, in lefs
. than fix months from the time of its firft dif-
covery, accomplithed by a windlafs, and by
means of largé friGtion-balls alternately placed
and removed in grooves fixed on each fide of
the road. 1In this manner it was drawn, with
forty men feated upon its top, about four miles-
“to the banks of the Neva; there it was
barked in a vefil.conffruéted on purpo{ﬁm
receive it, and thus convcycd about the fame,

« pievres fines & précienfes. Cétoient des Criftaux, des
« Agathes, des Grenats, des Topazes, des Cornalines, des
« Amithyfles, qui offroient aux yeux des curieux ug
¢ fpectacle, aufli nouveau que maghifique, & aux phyficiens
“ un objet de recherches des plus intéreflans.”  Ibid.
p. 212, .

diftance
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diftance by water to the fpat where it -now

ftands. When landed at Peterfburgh it ivas

42 feet long at the bafe, 36 at the top, 21

thick, and 17 high : a bulk greatly furpaffing
in Wght the moft boafted monuments of
Roman randeur ; which, according to the
fond adﬁgrs of antiquity, would have baffled
the fkill df modern mechanics; and were
alone fufficient to render confpicuous the Teign
_of the moft degenerate emperors.

The pedeftal, however, though fill of pro-
digious magnitude, is far from 'retaining its
orlgmal dimenfions; as, in order to form a
proper ftation for the ftatue, and 'to repre(’ent
an afcent, the fummit whereof the horfe is en-
deavourmg to attain,. its bulk has been necef-
Wlthouf ‘reaoret that the artift has been dcﬁrous
to improve upon nature ; and in order to pro-
duce a refemblance of an abrupt broken pre
cipice, has bcen too lavith of the chiffel. It

» appeared to me, that the art was too confpicu-
ous; and that the effet would have been far
more fublime, if the ftone had been left as
much, as pofﬁble in its rude {’mte, a v'zit un-
wieldy ﬁupendous mafs.

The ftatue was erected on the pedeftal on
the 27th of Auguft, 1782. The cergmony

S 3 was

'
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was performed wjth great folemnity, and was
accompanied with a folemn inauguration. At
the fame time the emprefs iffued a proclama-
tion, in Whlch among other inftances of her
clemency, the pardons all criminals undeTen- ‘
tence of death ; all deferters, who h{h)ﬂd return
to their refpe@ive corps within a lifhited time ;
and releafes all criminals condernned to hard la-
Bour, provided they had not been gmlty of:
murder. :

Havmg pafled feveral months in Ruffia, I
fhall here throw together fuch facs and obfer-
vations as occurred to me concermng.the ftate
of the weather, and the eﬂ'eé'ts of the cold in
this fevere climate.

During our journey from Mofcow to Pe-
terfburgh, in the month of - September, we
found the weather very changeable, the, au-
tumnal rains” being- extremely ﬁ'equent and
heavy #*. The mornings and-evenings |were
' extremely

* In 30 days it rained 24; and the quantity of water
which Fell at St. Peterfburgh in the month of September
O. S. was equal to 23 Englith inches in depth.

. From accurate obfervatlons during fourtcen years to
afcertairi the quantity of rairt and fnow which fell at St. Pe-
terfburgh, the refult was; that the average annual duration
of fnowy and Yainy weather was equal to 42 times 24 hours,
or fomething lefs than the ninth part of the year. From

. * . 9 . c . ‘ . ) a cour;k

+
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extremely. cold ; and, whenever it did not rain,
we generally obferved that the grafs and trees
were covered with a white froft. Upon out
arrival at Peterfburgh on the 29th of Septem-
be™NY. S. the winter was-not yet fet in: in
O&Obe the weather, for the firft twenty days,
was the PRft part rainy ; and the mercury, in
Fahrenheit’ therrnorneter, was feldom below

freezing point, and moftly fluGuated between
32 and 44, The firft fnow made its appear-

a courfe of ten years obfervations it appeared, that rain

fell during fome part of 1q3 days, and fnow during fome .

part of 72; and that if the year was divided i into twelve parts,

a fourth was fine weather, a third rain, and a fifth fnow.
The whole quantity of ram ‘and fnow water, taken toge-

ther, which fell in the. courfe of a year, was in the following

propomon.

January

- = - 0,979
February - = - 0979
Martih - - - - 0,805
Apil - - o1 pag
N.&y - - - - a335
June - - .- - 3T éb ]
Jul - - - - 2,700 ’
Aué oft - i N N 2671 }Ix}ghcs.
September - - - 2473
O&ober © -~ + = 2,493’
Novembey « - - 5,513
December - - - 0,979

22,345 J

The average quantity of rain which falls in Logdon in
the courfe of a year is equal to 19,241.

S 4 .ance
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ance in fleet on the gth, .and the following day
it came down .in flakes and in large quanti-
ties : on the z4.th the mercury fuddenly funk
to 25; but in the enfuing morning it.rofe
above freezing point; there came a f ‘
thaw ; and all the fnow difappeared jff a few
hours. The fummer and . winter gee not,-as
in our climate, gradually divided foy a fpring
and autumn of any length, but- feem almoﬁ:
to fucceed each other.

On the 1 5th of November the Neva*

was

* The freezing of the Neva is not attended with any
pecuhantles which diftinguith it from other rivers. The
followmg circumftances, which fell under my ob(ervatlon,
are extracted from my journal,

- Monday morning, Nov. 9. On Saturday the th, fmall
pieces of ice, which ‘came from the lake Ladoga, were firlk
obferved floating with the ftream: the fame day in the
evening the bridge of boats was removed,. as in thefe cafes
they colle® and would carry it away. Yefterday the
pieces of ice were more frequent and mafly: to-day they
are fmall ﬂoa;mg iflands, which .almoft cover the river; '
the fides of the' Neva are frozen only a few feet from'the
banks ; all the'canals are covered with ice, and people are
fcatmg upen them.’

Nov. 12 and- 13 The Neva is frozen above the place,
where the bridge was flationed, by the picces of ice which
have united and barred the pafiage : below it the ftream is .
perfcllly free from any floating mafles, and the river is
open for boats, ‘which are contmually pafling to and fro,

0 NOVO
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was entirely frozen *: foon afterwards the Gulf .
of Finland was covered with ice; and fledges
began to pafs from Peterfburgh to Cronftadt,

the road bemg marked over the furface by rows
of '

I d, that even dulzing the months of
Decembenand January, the weather was ex-
tremely_ ch gea,bl_e, as it fhifted in a very

Nov. 13. " The bridge of boats is again replaced, as *
there is no longer any danger of its being carried away
by the floating mafles of ice; and will continue during the
whole winter, a circumftance -which has not happened
fince the foundation of Peterfburgh:

* Nov. 15 The river about and below the bridge is
entlrely frozen, and I faw perfons walking acrofs it. Iam
informed that yefterday the ice was ﬁrong enough-to |
bear foot paflengers; this will convey fome’idea of the |
feverity of the weather in this climate ; as the rapid current
was open on the 13th, and on the next day was frozen.

Table of the freezing and thawing of the Neva for five
fucceflive years, from Profeffor Kraft’ s Obfervatnons :

1773 1774. | 1775 |t 776+ 1777+
.. NewStyle 16{Apsil 21 22 25 30
Apnl, Old Style '27 May 2 [May 3{May 6 {May 11
19 I - i 26
Nov. 30 18 23 23(Dec. 7
Open 217 days.] . 200| 204] 204 210

Sce Nov. Ac. Pet. for 1777. P.1Lp.73.

# Tn 1784, the Neva was not finally frozen until the
pight of the 5th of December, N. S.

, : fudden
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" fudden manner from a fevere froft to a thaw ;
and the mercury in the thermometer often rofe
within the courfe of twenty hours from 20
t0 345 and funk again as rapidly in the fame
fpace of time. Although I examined the»ﬂfer-
mometer every day; yet I did not attempt to
form a feries of regular obfervaticas, whxch
I now very much regret. 1 occaionally, in-
deed, made a few remarks, which I fhall
infert in a. note, as I find théem fcattered in
my journal: they will tend . to conﬁrm ‘the
truth of what I have advanced in relatlon
to the change of weather obfervable at Pe-
terfburgh ; and will ferve to contradlét thofe
authors who have afferted that, as foon as the
hard frot commences, the cold - continues .
with uniform feverity, and with little varia-
tion, during the whole feafon *. o

) w N

. » When
# Nov. 16. To-day a thaw; the thermometer Mounted
to40: in the evening Iharp froﬁ agam the mercury fa.ll-

ing to 20. iV
Nov. 23. The thetmometer 4t 4, §, and 6.
Dec. 3. It has been thefe few days moftly a thaw and
changeable weather.
Dec. 6. The thermometer fell almof’c fuddenly from 33
'to X0,
"'Dec. 11. Thermometer at — 10.
Dec. 14+ A fudden thaw, which continued the 15th and

lbth‘ i
Deeu
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When the froft was not very fevere, namely,
when the mercury in Fahrenheit’s thermo-
meter was not below 10, I frequently walked
out in a common great coat. When the

cofd yas more mtenfe, I was drcﬁed in the
manner f the natives; and wore, in my
daily excifions through the city, a peliffe,
or large f:\cloak, fur boots or fhoes, a black
_ yelvet or fur bonnet, that prevented the froft

from
Dec. 17. Thermometer at w7, .
18. Thermometer at — §, and a fog at the fame time.
19. Windy, thaw, thermometer above freezing point.
21, Changeable weathcr all this week, from £harp froft
to fudden thaw. |
Jan I, 1779. Weather very changeable, the thermo-_
. meter one morning at —8, the next above freezing point 3
this winter it has not as yet been lower than—13.
Jan. 6. Thermometer at ~ 14~
9. Thermometer at— 7% ; the barameter mountcd fud-"
denly very high fince laft night.
10 Early this morning the thermometer at— 23, and

at 11 at — 204, Barometer at 30,%. The fimoke of the
chimnies was prefled down to the ground.

11. Thermometer at — 28, according to my own ob-
fervation, at ten in the morning : but earlier the mercury
had funk to — 31% or 631 below freezing point.

15. Thermometer, fince the iith, rofe gradually; on -
the 12th in the morning it ftoed at — 13; from thence it
fell to 0,-to 15; and to-day it is above freezing point.

* I'made the fame obfervations during the fecond winter
which 1 paﬂcd Y Peterfburgh, and found the weather -
t:'q‘ua Hy uncertain Metcorological
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from nipping my ears, the part which I found
the moft liable to be affe@ed. During three
" a - days,

Meteorological Journal during four months, Q. S. from
‘the Obfervations in the Academy of Scieng at St,
Peterfburgh, 1778. =

Oé&ober 1. Cloudy, fnow in great qffantity.
' 24 Cloud)):, fnow. ¢ q’ !
3. Cloudy, fnow:- p

4. Partly clear, partly fnow.
5. Cloudy, fnow, windy W,
6. fnow.
g Cloudy, fnow and rain.

9. fnow, windy, 5. W,
30. Stormy, S. W. YT
11. Rain.

12, Cloudy, fnow, windy S.
13. Windy, N. W,
14. - Cloudy, violent rain, ftormy, S,
. 15. Cloudy, fnow, windy, S, W,
16, Clear. - ! '
18. Snow. ‘
1g. Cloudy.
20. Cloudy, fnow.
23. Foggy, rain.
22. Cloudy, rain.
23 "
24.
25, Clear.
26, Clear.
2%. Clear.
25. Cloudy.
29. Cloudy, fhow.

30. )
31, Cloudy, fnow.
' November
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days, namely, on the gth, 1oth and 11th of
January, the froft <vas nearly as intenfe
as it had ever-been felt at Peterfburgh; the

‘mercury

Novagber x. Windy S. E. fnow. -
- 2. Windy 8. E. cloudy. ‘
<3 Windy S. E. cloudy, fnow.
4 Windy 8. cloudy, {now in great quantity-
Cloudy, fnow in great quantity. ~

6. Cloudy, fiow in great quantity.
7 Cloud;:: fnow. great quantty

- 8. Cloudy, fnow.
9. Windy N. W,
10. Windy N. W, fnow,
11, Cloudy, fnow.
12. Windy S. E. clearith, fnow.

13. Cloudy, ftormy S. W, rain, {now.
14. Cloudy.

15. Clearifh. '
16. Clearith.
"17. Windy 8, E. cloudy.

18. Cloudy, rain.

19. Windy S. E. cloudy, fnow.
20. ‘Cloudy, fnow.

21. Cloudy, fnow.

22. Cloudy, foggy, fnow.

23. Cloudy.

24. Cloudy, foggy. *

28, Clearifh. .

26. Windy S. E. clearifh,

37. Stormy S. cloudy. -

28. Cloudy, {now. .

29. Windy 29 N. clearifh,

30: Windy 30 N W, clearith

* The w_inter. in which profeffor Braun congeled quickfilver, the
¢old was fo intenfe, that De Lifle’s Thermometer funk to 204 == in
Fahgenheit’s to mm 33, or 65 below freezing point. ’

December
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mefcury in the thermometer falling at one
time to 63 below freezing point, or <= 31.
This cold; however; did not detain me at
home ; but I walked cut, as ufual, with no
other precaution than my pelife; bootss and
cap, and, found it by no means’ u(pleafant;.
the

. 4
December 1. Cloudy; fiiow; ftormy 1W.
2 Cloucg', fnow.
3. Cloudy, rairy fhow.
4. Cloudy.
5. Cloudy, much fhow, windy N. E:
6. Windy N. W, '
7. Clear. ) ,
8. Cloudy, rains fuowy ftormy S, W, wind
fhifted to E.
9. Cloudy, ftormy W,
10. Cloudy, foggys ftormy W
1. Windy W, }
12. ‘Snow; windy N, W
13. Windy N.W;
14. Windy N. W,

+I5. v
10, Clear, flormy W/

17. Rain, fnow.
-18. Rain, friow, wind JS.

19. Snow, windy S.-

20. Much fnow, windy S. E.
21,, Cloudy. ‘

22. Windy N. E.

23. Snow, windy W,

24. Cloudy, fnow.

25. Cloudy, fhow.

26. Snow, ftormy S. E.

27, Clear,

28. N
29. Cloudy, fnow, wind{NN, w.
30. ‘Clear, fnow, windy W, .
31, Much fnow, windy W,

~

January

1
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the fun fhining with great brightnefs. As
I traverfed the city on the morning of the

12th, I obferved feveral

petfons whofe faces

had been bitten by the froft: théir cheek§ had
large {cars, and appeared as if they had been
finged \With an hot iron. As I' was walking

Januar; .
3

15.
16,
X7.
18,
I9.
20,
21.
22,

23.
24.

Snow, ftormy S. W,

Snow.
Foggy, fnow.

now, ‘
Cloudy, fnow, windy S, W

. Windy N.

Snow, windy N,
Clear.

. Foggy, clear.

ear.

. Clear, foggy.
. Foggy.
. Cloudy, windy S.

Cloudy, fnow.

Cloudy, windy §. W,
Cloudy, ftormy S. W,
Cloudy, fnow, windy S, W,
Cloudy, foggy.

Cloudy, fnow, windy W,
Cloudy, fnow, ftormy S. W,
Cloudy, fnow, windy S. W,
Snow. :

Foggy.

Clgggy, fnow.

25. Stormy W.

26.

Cloudy, windy W,

;g» Snow,

29. Foggy, windy W,
30.

3n Clear,

Stormy N

. .

with
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with an Engh{h gcntleman, who, inftead of a
fur cap,\bad Jut on a common hat, his eaf’s
‘were fuddeply frozeri: he felt no piin, and
:would not "@tvc perceived it for fome, fime ;
if ’ Ryffian,"in. pafling by, had not informed
him of it ¥, and affifted him in rubMing the
part affe@ed with fhow, by -which means’ it
was mﬁantly recovered. Thisf or friGtion
W1th flannel, is the ufuul remedy, but fhould
the perfpn. in that ftate approach the “fire, of
dip the part.jn waim watcr, it immediately
mortifies and drops off.

The common people continued at.’ their
}g)rk as ufual, and the drivers’ plied in the

fects with their fledges fcemingly unaffected
by the froft : their bx.ards wcne incrufted with
clotted ice ; and the horfes were -covered with
ificles. ‘The .people. did not (even |lduring
this extreme cofd) add to . their ordinary
cloathing ; which is at.all times vs"cll calcu-
lated for the fev(:rltlcs of their climate, Tlhey.
are  careful in prefgi ving thei extremitics
aginft the cold, by covering their lcgs
hands, and hcad; with far. Their upper
garment of ‘fheep-fkin, with the wool ‘turned

# The part frozen always turns quite white, a fymptom
well known, and immediately perceived by the Ruffians.

| . ' inwards,

.
.
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inwards; is tied round the waift with a fath;
but their neck is. quite bare, and their breaft
-only covered with a coarfe thirt : ‘thefe parts,
however, are. well guarded by their beard,
~which is, for that reafon, of great ufe in this
country, I obferved ‘with ~much furprife,
that even'at this time feveral women were
engaged in wathing upon the Nev. or on the
canals. -~ Théy cut “holes 'in “the-ice with a
haichet; dipped their linen into the water
with their bare hands; and then beat it with
flat, fticks. During , this operation the ice
continually ‘formed again; and they were
.conftantly employed in clearing it away.
Many of them paffed two hours without
intermiffion: at this work, when' the thermo-
meter was at 60 below freezing point; a
circumftance which proves that the human
body may be brought to endure all extremes.
It fometimes happens that coachmen or
fervants, while they are waiting for their
 mafters, are frozen to .death. In order to
prevent as much as poﬂible thefe dreadful
accidents, "great fires* of whole trees, piled
one upon another, are kindled in the court-
- yard of the palace, and the moft frequented
parts of the town. As the flames blazed
above the tops of the houfes, ‘and. caft 2
Vou. II. w T, glare
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glare to a confiderable diftance; I was fre-
quently much amufed 'by contemplating the
piurefque groups of Ruffians, with théir
Afiatis drefs and long beards, affembled
round the fire. The centinels upon duty,
having no beards, which are of great- ufe to
protec the glands of ‘the throat, generally tie
handkerchiéfs under their chins *; and cover
their ears with fmall cafes of flanntl.

Nothing ean be more lively and-diverfified
than the winter fcenes upon the Neva; and
fcarcely a day paffed that I did not take my
morning walk, or drive in a fledge upon that
river. Many carriages and fledges, ahd num-
berlefs foot paflengers perpetually crofling it,
afford a conftant fucceflion of moving objets ;
and the ice is alfo covered with different
groups of people, difperfed or gathered toge-
ther,"and varioufly employed as their fancy
feads them. In one part there are feveral
long areas railed off for the purpofe of fcating ;
a little further is an enclofure, wherein a no-.
bleman is training his horfes, and: teaching
them the various evolutions of the manage.
In another part the croud are fpectators of
~what is called a fledge race. The courfe is

‘The women ufc alfo this precautiona
an
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an oblong {pace about the length of a mile,
and fufficiently broad to turn the carriage.
It can hardly be denominated a race, for
there is only a fingle fledge drawn by.two
*Trorfes ; and the whole art of the driver confifts
in makihg the fhaft-horfe trot as faft as he
can, whlle the other is puthed into a gallop:
The ice-hills are exceedingly common, and
afford a pérpetual fund of amufément to the
populace. They are conftruéted in the fol-
lowing manner : a {caffoldidg is raifed upon
the river about thirty feet in height, wwith a
landing place on the top, the afcent to which
is by a*ladder. From this fummit a floping
plain of boards, about four yards broad and
thirty long, defcends to the fuperficies of the”
river: it is f{upported by ftrong poles gra=
“dually decreafing in height, and-its fides are
defended by a parapet ‘of  planks. Upon
thefe ‘boards are laid fquare mafles of ice
dbout four inches thick, which being firlt
fmoothed with the axe and laid clofe to each-
other, are theny{prinkled with water: by thefe
means they coalefce, and, adhering to the.
boards, immediately form an inclined plain
of pure ice. From the bottom of this plain .
the fnow is cleared away for the length of

200 yards and the breadth of four, upon
"~ Ta . the
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the level bed of the river; and the fides of
this courfe, as well as:the fides and top of
the fcaffolding, are ornamented with firs and ™
pines. Each perfon, being provided with
a fledge *, mounts the ladder ; and, havieg
attained the fummit, he feats himfelf upon
his fledge at, the upper extremity -of the in-
clined plain, down which he fuffers it to
“glide with ‘confiderable rapidity, poifing it as
he goes down; when the velocity,. acquired
by the defcent, r carries it above 100 yards
upon the level ice of the river. At the
end of this courfe, there is ufually a fimilar ,
ice-hill, nearly parallel to the former, which
begins where the other ends; fo that the
perfon imhediately mounts again, and; in the
fame manner, glides down. the othér inclined
plain of ice. ~ This diverfion he repeats as
often as he pleafes. I have frequently ftood
for above'an hour at-the bottom of thefe ice-
hills, obferving the fledges following each
other with inconceivable rapidity; but I
Dever had the courage myfelf to try the expe-
riment. ‘The only difficulty confifts in fteer+
lng and po1ﬁng the fledge as it is hurried

. Somethmg like a butcher’s tray, as Dr. King juftly
obferves in his ingenious pamphlet on the effe@s of cold in

Ruflia.
down
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down the inclined plain¢ for if the perfon
who fits upon it is not fteady, .but totters
either through inadvertence or fear, he #
liable to be overturned, and runs no fmall
“rifk of breaking his bones, if not his neck.
And, as one failure might have proved fatal,
I contented myfelf with feeing others engaged
in the diverfion without partaking of it my
felf. 'The *boys alfo continually arhufe them-
felves in fcating down thefe hills: they glide
chiefly upon one fcate, being better able to
pi:efcrve ‘their proper poife upbn one leg than
upon two. Thefe ice-hills exhibit a pleafing
appearahce upon the.river; as well from the
trees with which. they are ornamented, as from
the moving-obje&ts which, at particular times "
of the day, are defcending.without intermif-
fion,
The market upon the Neva is too remark-~
able to be omitted. At the conclufion of
the long faft which clofes on the 24th of
‘December, O. S, the Ruffians lay-in their
provifions for the remaining part of the win-
ter. For this purpofe an annual market,
which lafts three days, is held upon the river
.near the fortrefs. A long ftreet, above a mile
in length, was lined on each fide with ‘an
immenie ﬁore of prowﬁons, fufficient for -the

. T 3 fupply
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fupply of the capital during the three follow--
ing .months. Many thoufand raw carcafes
of oxen, fheep, hogs, pigs, together with geefe,

fowls, and every f{pecies of frozen food, were:
expofed for fale. The larger quadrupeds were-

grouped in varjous circles upright, their hind

legs fixed in the fnow, with their heads and

fore legs turned towards each other. Thefe

“towered aBove the reft, and octupled the:
hindermoft row: next to them fucceeded a.

regular feries of animals, defcending gradually
to the {malleft, intermixed with poultry and,

game' hanging in feftoons, and garmfhcd with,
heaps of filh, butter, and eggs. I fodn per~

ceived, from the profufion of partridges,

pheafants,”moorfowl, and cocks ofthe wood,

* that there were no laws in this country which
prohibited the felling of game. ﬁ abferved
alfo, the ‘trith of what has been frequently
afferted, that many -of the birds, as well as
{everal animals, in thefe northern regions, be~
come ‘white in winter, many hundred black
cocks being changed to that colouwr; and
fome, which had been taken before they had
completed theic metamorpbofis, exhibited a va-

;icgated mixture of black and white plumage.
" The moft diftant quarters contributed to
fupply this vaft ftore of provifionsy and the
fineft
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fineft veal had been fent by Iand-carrxage as
far as from Archangel, which is fituated at
the diftance of 830 miles from Peterfburgh ;
yet every {pecies of food is furprizingly cheap :
~becf was fold at. 14. thé' Ruffian pound *;
pork at five farthings, and mutton -at 1%4.;
a goofe for 10d. and a pig for 84. and all
other articles as reafonable in proportion.
In order o render this frozen food fit for
drefling, it is firft thawed in cold water. -
Frozen meat, however, certainly lofes much
of its flavour ; and- accordingly the tables of
perfons of condition, and thofe of the Eryghih
merchants, are fupplied with freth-killed meat,
which is fold at the fame price as in London,

< A Ruffian pound contains 14 ounces and £,

T 4 CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

Prq/éntatzo;z to the emprefsieCourt.~Balls.—
Mafquerades—Public entertainments. —0r-
ders of knighthood.— Account. of the palace

. called the Herrnitage — Diftribution of the
Emprefs's time,— Ruflian nobility. — Their
bofpitality.— Politenefs -—djémblzes —Eng-
lith merchants —Club.

N the firft of October, in the morning,
between eleven and twelve, we attended

our minifter, Sir James Harris, to the® draw-
ing room, impatient to behold. Catharine II.
It was 11101{11)’ the name-day, or, as we term
it, tlic birth-day of the Great-duke, in honour
of whom a moft brilliant court was zffembled.
At the-entrance into the drawing room ftood
two centinels of the foot-guards: their uni-
form was a green coat, with a red cuff and
cape, and white waiftcoat and breeches ; thcy
had filver helmets faftened under the chin
with filver clafps,’ and ornamented with an
ample plume of red, yellow, black, and white
feathers. Within the drawing room, at the
doors of the paffage leading to her majefty’s
apartments, were two foldiers of .the knights
bOdy-v.






ST,
P s )
yek

A TP T
SRR

iii@?

X

s

gt

CATHARINE

e ¥ THR SEC@ND‘,' 2
BMERESS i

- gr‘mﬁm.. T
S ngas}ﬁ}zii st M B
v tor ‘ﬁl'[l.“,ﬂ Hre, ,(;l.
. ¢

K

vl Wiclilndsid il s0 . sas for Sl iniladl Pt v+ s s



c. 4. PETERSBURGH. 281
body-guard ; a corps perhaps more fumptu-
“oufly accoutred thanany in ‘E(urope. They °
wore cafques, like -thofe of the antients, with
2 rich plumage of black feathers, and their -
“Whole drefs was in the fame ftyle : chains and?
-broad plates of folid filver were braided over
their uniforms, fo as to bear the appear-
ance of a fplendid coat of mail; and their
boots were, Tichly ornamented with the fams
metal. ~ -

In the drawing room we found a numerous
affembly of foreign minifters, Ruffian nokility,
and officers in their different uniforms, wait-
ing the arrival of the emprefs, who was at-
tending divine fervice in the chapel of the
palace, whither we alfo repaired. Amid a -
prodigious concourfe of mobles, I obferved -
the emprefs ftanding by herfelf behind a rail-
ing ; the only diftinGtion by which her place
was marked. Immediately next to her ftood
the great-duke and duchefs ; and behind an
,indifcriminate throng of courtiers. The em-.
prefs bowed repeatedly, and frequently croffed
herfelf, according to the forms ufed in the
Greck church, with great expreflions of de-
votion.  Before the conclufion of the fervice
we returned to the drawing room ; and took
our ftation near the door, in order to be pro~

fented at her majefty’s entrance, At length,
o “a little
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a little before twelve, the chief officers of the
. _houfehofd, the miftrefs of the robes, the maids"
of honour, and other ladies of the bed-cham-
ber, advancing two by two in a longtrain,
@nnounced the approach of their fovereigfr
Her majefty came forward with a flow and .
folemn pace; walking with great pomp s
holding her head very high; and perpetually
bdwing to- the right and to the®left as fhe
pafled along.  She flopped a little .way within -
the entrance of the drawing room, and {poke
with great- affability to the foreign minifters
while they kiffed her hand.  She then advanc-
ed a'few fteps, and we were fingly prefented by
the vice-chancellor Count Ofterman, and had
the honour of kiffing her majefty’s hand,
The emprefs wore, according to her ufual
cuftom, a Ruffian drefs; it was 3 robe with
a fhort"train, and a veft with ﬂeeves reaching
to the wrift, like a- Polonaife ; the veft was of
gold brocade, and the robe was of light green
filk ; her hair was drefled low, and lightly.
fprmkled with powder, her cap ornamented
with & profufion of diamonds; and fhe wore
a great deal of rouge. Her perfon, though
rather below the middle fize, is majeftic 5 and
“her countenance, particularly when fhe {peaks,
_exprefles both dignity and (weetnefs. She

walked,
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walked flowly through the drawing room to
her apartment, and entered alone. The great<
duke and duchefs followed the emprefs to the
door, and then retired to their own drawing
"FO0mMm, where they had a levee ; but, as we had
-not yet been prefented to them at a private
audience, we could not, according to the etiv
quette of the Ruffian court,, follow them.
The great-ddchefs leaned upon the arm of his
imperial. highnefs; and they both inclined
.their heads on either fide to the company, as
they pafled along the line which was formed
for them.,
- In.th® afternoon, about fix o’clock, wd
tepaired to a ball at court. The private a-
partments of the emprefs, as well as thofe in:
which fhe holds her court, are on the third
ftory, and the whole fuite is remarkably grand
and fplendid. We found thé company affem-
bled .in the anti-chamber, who, as foon as
the great-duke and duchefs made their appear-
.ance, all entered a fpacious ball-room, =
The great-duke opened the ball by walking
2 minuet with his confort; at the end of
which his imperial highnefs handed out 3
lady, and the great-duchefs a gentleman,
with whom they each performed a fecond

minuet at the fame time, They afterwards
4 o fuqccfﬁvel_y
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{

fucceffively conferred this. honour in the fame
manner upon ‘many.of the principal noblhty,
while feveral other couples were dancing mi-
nuets in different parts of the circle: the mi-
nuets were {ucceeded by Polith dances ;
thefe were followed by Englith country-.
dances. In the midft of the latter the em-
;)refs entered the room: fhe was more richly
apparelled than in the morning, and 'bore upon
her head a fmall crown of diamonds.

Upon her majefty’s appearance the ball was
inftantly fufpended ; while the great-duke and
duchefs, and the moft confiderable perfons
who were prefent, haftened to pay *their re-
fpeds to their foyereign; Catharine, having
addrefléd a few words to fome of the princi-
pal nobility, afcended a kind of" "elevated feat,
when, the dancing being again {efumed 'the,
after a 'thort - time, withdrew into an inner
apartment, We,. in company W1th feveral
courtiers, threw ourfelves into her majefty’s
fuite, and formed a circle round a table, at,
which the had fat down to cards. Her party
confifted of the Duchefs of Courland, Coun-
tefs Bruce, Sir James Harris, Prince Potem-
kin, Marfhal Razomoflki, Count Panin,
Prince Repnin, and Count Ivan Tchernichef.
The game was Macao; the pieces in circu-

lation
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lation were imperials *;and a player.nﬁght‘
win or lofe two or three hundred pounds.

In the courfe of the evening the great-duke
and duchefs prefented themfelves before the
omprefs, and ftood by the table for about a
.quarter of an hour, during which time her
majefty oecafionally entered into converfation
with them. The emprefs feemed to pay very
little attentien to the cards; converfed fami-
liarly and frequently with great vivacity, as
well with the party at play, as with the per-
fons of rank ftanding near her. About, ten
her majefty retired; and foon after the ball .
concluded. ‘ ‘

On the 6th we had the honour of being pre-
fented at a private audience to the great-duke.
and duchefs; both of whom converfed with
‘us in the moft affable and condefcending man-
ner : according to the etiquette of this court,
we kiffed her imperial highnefs’s hand.

There is a_drawing room at court every
. Sunday morning, about twelve o’clock, and
on other particular feftivals, at which the
embaffadors are ufually prefent, and which all
foreign gentlemen, who have been once pre-
fented, are permitted to attend. The cere~

% An imperial = . 2.
” ' moﬂy
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mony of kifling the emprefs’s hand is repeated
every court day by foreigners in the prefence
chamber; and by the Ruffians in another
apartment ; the latter bend their knee on this
occafion ; . an’ expreflion of homage not <=
alted from the former. No ladies, excepting,
thofe of the emprefs’s houfhold, make their
appearance at the morning levees.

.‘On every court day the great-duke and
duchefs have alfo their feparate levees at their
oewn .apartments. in the palate. Upon par-
ticular occafions, fuch as her own and the
emprefs’s birth-day, &c foreigners have the
honour of kiffing her imperial highnefs’s
hand ; but upon common days that ceremony
is omitted. '

In_the evening of a court day, thete is al-
ways a ball at the palace, ‘which begms be-
tween fix and feven, At that time the foreign
ladies kifs the emprefs’s hand, who falutes
them in return on thg cheek. Her majefty,
unlefs fhe is indifpofed, generally makes her,
appearance about feven; and, if the aﬁ'embly"
is not very numerous, plays at Macao in the
. ball-room ; the great-duke and duchefs, after
they have danced, fit down to whift. Their
. highnefles, after a.fhort interval, rife; ap-
proach thc emprefs’s table ; pay their refpects;

~and
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and then return to their game. When the
ball happens to be crouded ; the emprefs forms
“her party, as I have before-mentioned, in an
adjoining room, whieh is open to all perfons
~who have once been prefented. ‘
The richnefs and fplendour of the Ruffian
court furpafles defcription. It retains many
traces of its antient Afiatic pomp,- blended
with European refinement. An immenfe re-
. tinue of courtiers always preceded and followed
the emprefs ; the coftlinefs and glare of their
apparel, and a' profufion of precious ftones,
created a. fplendour, of which the magnif."
cence of other courts can give us only a faint
idea. ‘'The court-drefs of the men is in the’
French fathion: that of the ladies is a gown
and petticoat, with a fmall hoop ; the gown
has long- hanging-fleeves and a thort train,
and is of a different colour from the petticoat.
The ladies wore, according to" the fafhion of
the winter of 1777 at Paris and London,
, very lofty head-dreffes, and were not {paring
in the ufe of rouge. *Amid the feveral articles
of fumptuounfnefs which diftinguith the Ruf-
fian nobility ; there is none perhaps more
calculated to ftrike a foreigner than the pro-
fufion of diamonds and other precious ftones,
which fparkle in every part of their drefs. In
. " moft.

-

"
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"moft other European countries thefe coftly’
-ornaments are (excepting among a few of the
richeft and principal nobles) almoft entirely
-appropriated to the ladies; but in this the
men vie with the fair fex in the ufe of thepar
Many of the nobility were almoft covered thh
diamonds ; their buttons, buckles, hilts of”
fwords, and e aulets, were compofed of this
valuable matexial 5 their hats were frequently
“embroidered, if I may ufe the expreﬂion, with
feveral rows of them; and a dlamond-ﬁar
upon the coat was fcarcely a diftinction.

This paffion for jewels feems to pervade the
Tower ranks ‘of people, for even privaée fami-
lies abound with them; and the wife of a
common Ruffian burgher will appear with a,
head-drefs or girdle of pearls, and other pre-
cious-ftones, to the value of two or thiee hun-
~dred pouhds. T will only rnentlon a few
more pagticulars ; when the folemmty of the
occafion added fome .variety to the general
famenefs which chara&¢rifes a court.

The emprefs, on days of high ceremony,
generally wears a crown of diamonds of im-
menfe value ; and appears with the ribbands
‘of the order of St. Andrew and-Merit, both
of them flung over the fame fhoulder, with
the collars of thofe orders, and the two ftags

o emblazoned
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emblazoned one above the other upon her
veft. ‘ ‘

On certain anniverfaries the emprefs dines
in public; two of thefe days occurred in the
“vurfe of our ftay at Peterfburgh. The 2d
of December being the feaft of the Ifmailof

egiment of guards, her majefty, who as fo-
vereign is colonel of the corps, gave, accord-
ing to annual cqﬁom, a grand entertainment
to the officers. Being- defirous to be prefent,
we repaired to court at twelve. Her majefty
was drefled in the uniform of the regiment,
which is green trimmed with gold lace, made
in the®form of a lady’s riding .habit. As
foon as all the officers of the regiment had
kiffed her hand ; a falver of wine was brought
in by one of the lords in waiting, and the em-
prefs prefented a glafs to each officer, who
received it from her hands, and, after a low
obeifance, drank it off. At the conclufion of
this ceremony her majefty led the way, about
one o'clock, into an adjoining apartment, in
which a fumptuous dinner was {pread: tfhe
took her place in the middle of the table; and
the officers were ranged on each fide accord-
ing to their refpeQive ranks. The emprefs
helped the foup herfelf; and paid the greateft
attention to her guefts during the whole re-

- Vor. IL. U Paﬁ’
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paft, which lafted about an hour, when her
majefty rofe from table and withdrew.

On a {ubfequent occafion we attended ano-
ther entertainment given by the emprefs to
the knights of the order of St: Andrew. Het”
majelty had on a robe of green velvet, lined
and faced with ermine, and a diamond collay’
of the order. The drefs of the knights was
{plendid, but exceedingly gaudy antl inelegant.
They wore a green velvet robe, lined with
filver brocade, a coat alfo of filver brocade,
waiftcoat and breeches of gold ftuff, red
filk ftockings, a hat & /z Henry IV. orna-
mented with a plume of feathers, an@ inter~
fperfed with diamonds. - As the order of
St. Andrew # is the moft honourable in this

’ cq%mtry,,

* The order of St. Andrew, or the Blue Ribband, the
firft ever known in this country, was inftituted by Peter I,
in the year 1698, foon after” his return from his firft expe-
dition into foreign countries ¥, -
~ That of St. Alexander Neviki, or the Red Rxbband was

founded by the fame fovereign, but ncver conferred until
the reign of Catharine I. in 1725 +.

~ The order ‘of St. Anne of Holftein was inftituted, in
. 1735, by Charles Frederick duke of Holftein, in memory-

of his wife Anne daughter of Peter the Great, and intro-
duced into Ruflia by her fon Peter III, It is in the dif-

' Weber’s Ver. Rufl. Part III. p. 163,

+ Ibid. p. 38.
N -’ pofal
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country, it is confined to a few perfons of the
firlt rank and confequenée ; and there were
only

~pofal of the great-duke as fovereign of Holftein, The
knights wear a red ribband bordered with ycllow.
The military order of St, George, called alfo the order
\\fAl\/Lerit, and which has the precedence over that of St.
Anne, was created by the prefent emprefs in 1769. It is
appropriated ®o perfons ferving by land or by fca, and, ex-
ceptma the fmall crofs of the fourth clafs, never beftowed
in time of peace. The knights wear a ribband with black

aﬁ*‘range fripes.
is order is divided into four claffes:
The knights of the firft clafs, called the Great Crufs,

wear theeribband over the right fhoulder, and the ftar upon
the left fide. Each receives an annual falary of 700 roubles
= f.140. The knights of the fecond clafs wear the ftar
upon their left breaft, the ribband with the crofs pendent
round their neck. Each receives 400 roubles = /.80
per ann. The knights of the third clafs wear the fmall
crofs pendent round their neck. Each receives 200 rou-
bles, or £.40 per ann. ‘This clal admits 50. The
knights of the fourth clafs wear the frwall crofs faltened by
a ribband to the button-hole like the French Croix de St.
Louis. Each receives 100 roubles, or £.20 per ann,

The fund of this order, affigned by the emprefs for the
payment of their falaries and other expences, is 40,000
roubles = [£.8000 per ann. Of this 1680 is deftined for
the firft clafs ; and 2000 for each of the remaining three.

"The number of knights is unlimited. In 1778 the firft
clafs, which is confined to commanders in chief, contained
only four; namely, marfhal Romanzof, for his victories

over the Turks; Count Alexéy Orlof, for burning the
Ua Turkifh
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only twelve of them at Peterfburgh who. fat
down to dinner with the emprefs : thefe were
Prince Potemkin, Prince Orlof,’ Marthal Ga-
litzin, Counts Alexey Orlof, Panin, Razomof-
iki, Ivan Tchernichef, Voronzof, Alexander”
and Leon Narifkin, Munic, and Mr. de Bet-
fkoi. The emprefs before dinner, as cy
the former ocafion, prefented each knight
with a glafs of wine: at the table fhe was
diftinguithed by a chair ornamented with the
arms of Ruffia, and prefided with her 1?@1
dignity and condefcenfion. The foreign Zni-
nifters and a fplendid train of courtiers ftood

fp&ltators
Turkifh fleet at Tchefime Count Panin, for the taking of
Bender ; and Prince Dolgorucki, for his conquefts in the
Crimea. The fecond clafs comprized only eight kmghts
the third 48 ; and the fourth 237. No perfon can 'obtain
this osder without having performed fome gallant exploit,
or hav_ag ferved with credit7in the rank of officer 23 years
by land, or. 18 by feagx.

The order of St. Catharine, appropriated to the ladies,
was inftituted in 1714 by Petery in honour of his .wife
Catharine.- The motto of ¢ Love and fidelity” was in-
tended to commemorate the difplay of thofe virtues in her
behaviour on the banks of the Pruth. This erder is'ex-
tremely honourable, as, befides the emprefs, the great-
duchefs, and a few foreign princefles, only five Ruffian

Jadies were decorated- with it, '

# Gee Ukale ueber die Stiftung des St, Georg’s-Ordens, in Schmidts
Bousge The
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fpetators of the entertainment; and many
of them were occafionally noticed by the em-+
prefs. :

Two or three times™in the winter there are
mafquerades at court, to which perfons of all
ranks are admitted. At one of thefe enter-
&inments which we attended, about eight
thoufand tickets were diftributed ; and from
the great *concourfe I fhould fuppofe that
number to have been altually prefent, A
énificent fuite of twenty apartments were
opeNgd on this occafion, all handfomely illu-
minakd. One of thefe apartments, a larfe
oblong'room, the fame in which the common

The firft and moft diftinguithed of thefe {everal orders
is the order of St. Andrew, which, befide the fovereign
princes and foreigners, comprized, in 1778, 26 Ruflians;
that of St. Alexander, Nevfki 109; and that of St. Anne
208. The emprefs may alfo be faid to have the difpofal
of the Polith orders of the White Eagle and of St. Sta-
niflaus. '

Since our departure from Ruffia her majefty founded, on
the 4th of October, 1782, a new order, called St. Volodi-
mir, in favour of thofe who ferve in civil employments;
and it is nearly on the fame footing as that of St. George
with.refpect to the falaries annexed to the diffcrent clafies.
There are to be ten great croﬂes, twenty of the fecond
clafs, thirty of the third, and fixty of the fourth, befide a
fifth for thofe who have ferved 35 years, which gives them
2 ;ight to wear it,

U 3 balls
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balls at court are held, had a fpace in the mid-
ble enclofed "with a low railing, appropriated
to the nobility who danced. A moft elegant
faloon of an oval form, called the great-hall
of Apollo, nearly as big as the rotunda at
Ranclagh, but without any fupport in the
middle, was allotted for the ‘dances.of th
burghers, and other perfons, who had'not befn
prefented at court, The remaining rooms,
in which tea and other refrethments were
ferved, were filled with card-tables, and croy-
ed. with perfons continually paffing anﬁ
pafling. ‘The company either kept on® their
maiks, or took them off at their pleafure.
The nobles in general wore dominos; the
natives of inferior rank appeared in their own
provincial clothes, embellithed, Perhaps, ‘Wlth
a few occafional ornaments. An exhibition
of the feveral drefles agtually ufed by thdldif-
ferent inhabitants of the Ruflian empire,
afforded a greater variety.of motley figures
than the wildeft fancy ever invented in the
mafquerades of, other countries. Several mer-
chants wives were decked with large quanti-
ties of valuable pearls, many of which were
fplit in halves for-the purpofe of making more

OW. -
fh About
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About feven the emprefs made her appear-.
ance at the ‘head -of a fuperb gquadrille, con-
fifting of eight ladies led by as many gentle-
men. Her maje"ty aid the other ladies of
this fele@& band were moft fumptuoufly appa-
relled in Greek habits; and the gentlemen

kfe accoutred in the’ Roman military garb,

thsir helmets richly ftudded with diamonds:
among the’ ladies I particularly diftinguithed
the Duchefs of Courland, Princefs Repnin,
al\Countefs Bruce. Among the gentlemen,
PriiNe Potemkin, Marfthal Razomofiki, and
Coun¥ Ivan Tchernichef. The emprefs led
the wa;r, leaning upon the arm of Marfhal
Razomofiki, and, pafiing in great ftate through
the feveral apartments, walked two or three
times round the hall of Apollo, and then
fat down to cards in one of the adjoining
rooms ; the company flocked thither in trouds
without diftin¢tion, and arranged themfelves
as they could find admittance round the table
at a refpectful diftance. The emprefs with-
drew as ufual before ~leven.

A few days before our departure from Pe—
terfburgh; Baron Nolken, minifter from the
court of Stockholin, gave a mafquerade and
ball on the birth of a fon to’the prefent king

U4 : Of



206 TRAVELS INTO RU§SIA. B. 4,

of Sweden, which the emprefs, great-duke
and duchefs, honoured with their prefence.
Five hundred perfons. of the nobility were in-
vited, together with the embafladors, and other
_fo::exgners who had been prefented at court,
. The ball began at feven : the great-duke and
duchefs firft made their appearance with
fmall fuite ; and foon afterwards her impepfal
majefty arrived at the head of a quadrille, com
pofed of nearly the fame perfons as that juft,
defcribed at court. Madame Nolken :
ducted her majefty and her party throufarl.;e
ball-room to an inner apartment ; tre a
rich” canopy was ereGted for the occafion,
under which "the fat down to Macao, At
nine a fmall table was fpread, with little: cere-
mony, for the emprefs and her quadrille, in the
fame foom where they were engaged at cards,
Her majeﬁy, who never fups, took nothmg
but a piece of bread and 4 glafs of wine. At
the fame tlme a moft {plendid entertainment
was fcrved in a large faloon to the great-duke
and duehéfs and ‘the reft of the éompany
Their imperial hlghneﬂ'es were feated at a
central table, with a’ party of about' thirty
perfons, and the remaining gentlemen and
Jadies were diftributed at different tables, pla«
~ ced round the fides of the room. The cheer-
"o S fulnefs
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fulnefs and complacency of the great-duke and
duchefs, the attention and politenefs of Baron
Nolken and his lady, diffufed an univerfal
gaiety throughout the affembly ; and rendered
the entertainment.as agreeable as jt was {plen-
did.

A feparate edifice of brick ftuccoed white,
ca d the Hermitage, communicates with the
palace by means of a covered gallery. It
takes its appellation from its being the fcene
ofagaperial retirement ; but hears no other re-~
{en‘l%lcc to an hermitage except in its name,
the Hpartments being extremely {pacious,
and decerated in" a fuperb ftyle of regal mag-
nificence. “To this favourite fpot the em-
prefs ufually repairs for an hour or two every
day; and on a Thurfday evening fhe gives a
private ball and fupper to the principal perfons
who form her court; foreign minifters and
foreign noblemen being feldom invited. At
this entertainment all ceremony is faid to be
banithed, as far as is confiftent with that re-
fpec which is paid to a great fovereign, 'The
attendance of fervants is excluded ; while the
fupper and various refrethments.are prefented
on fmall tables, which rife through trap-
doors. Many directions for the regulation of

] this



298 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B.4,

this felect focicty arc dupoied in the various

apartmcnts : the meaning of thole written in

the Ruffian tongue was' expmmed tome by a
gentleman of the company; and ticir general

tendency was -to encourage freedom from gti-

quette, and to inculcate the moft unreftrain-

ed eafe of bchaviour. One written in the

French language I comprehended and retaid.

¢ Afleyex vous oit vous voukz, ¢t Yuand Y vous.
“ plaira, fans qu’on le repete mille fois .

A winter and fummer garden, com
within the fite of the building, are figh
curiofities, and fuch as do not, perhaps# occur
in any other palace in Europe. The*fummer
garden, in the true Afiatic ftyle, occupies the
whole level top of the edifice: at this feafon
of the year it was entirely buried u! tider the
fhow, which prevented our viewing it. The
winter-gar den is entirely roofed .rmd fyrround-
ed with glafs framés: it is an high and fpa-
cious hot-houfe, laid out in gravel walks, or-
namented with parterres of flowers, orange
trees and other {hrubs, and peopled with fe-
veral birds “of fundry forts and various™ cli-
,mates, which flitted from tree to tree. The

. * Sit' down whire you chufe and when you pleafe,
without its being repeated to you a thoufund times.

o : whole
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whole exhibited a pleafing effe&t; and was
the more delightful as being contrafted with
the difmal and dreary feafon of the year.
A magnificent range of buildings has been
added to the imperial palace. It joins to
Hermitage, and is fo extenfive, that it
&bc called | another palace. A fuperb fuite
of ¥partments, chiefly occupied by the emprefs

herfelf, contdins the cabinet of piGtures, which
I found much finer than I had reafon to ex-

% cabinet is principally compofed of thc
follovn g colle@ions :,
. The celebrated colleCtion of Crozat, at
Paris, which vied with that in the palais royal
belonging to the duke of Orleans. It con-
fifted of more than 370 pieces, including va-
rious fketches.

2. The fmall but well chofen collection of
Counfellor Tronchin, of Geneva; in which
may be particularly noticed feveral by Teniers ;

sand a Chrift bearing the crofs, by Ludovico
Caracci, half length, of the natural fize ; the
countenance expreflive of that meek dignity by
“which the founder of the Bolognefe fchool has
peculiarly characterifed the Saviour of man-
kind.

3. The
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3. The colleGion of Count Bruhl, re-
markable for twelve Woverman’s; a Holy
Famlly, by Vatteau; ai Ecce Homo, by
Michael Angelo Caravagio; a painter who
'fucceeded in delineating fimple nature and
low life, but was extremely deficient in treaty,
ing dignified fubjelts,

4. Part of the colle&ion of the Cheﬂler
Baudouin, . purchafed at Paris ; the poflefior-
.+ referving to himfelf feveral landfcapes py the
Dutch mafters, and Vernet. Among th\mwic-
tures which came to the emprefs, I obferved
feveral excellent paintings by "Rubdhs and
Vandyke, particularly an ineftimabl® head of
Henry the Fourth, by Rubens; a Study after
Nature, for the Luxemburoh gallery, greatly
expreﬁive of that vivacity and éom-bommze
which chara&enfed that amiable monarch
two, by Fcrdmand Bol; feveral, by).Rem-
brandt, in “his ﬁrong but uncouth manner ;
and two lovely groupes-of children’s heads, in
the charaCters of angels, by the inimitable .
Corregio.

5. Thc colle&ion of Houghton-houfe, the’
lofs of which every lover of the arts muft fin-
cerely regret, and upon which I need not

cnlarge, as the pictures are well known, from
the
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‘the catalogue . publithed by the honourable
Horace Walpole, and from the engravings by
Boydell,. . * =~

6. A colleGion from ‘- Venice, containing
feveral, by old Palma, Titian, Paul Veronefe, f
nd the Baffans; many of which are, how-
%r, very doubtful whether they are origi-
nals

Of the Roman fchool the emprefs pof-
feffes ;our undoubted orlgmals, by Raphael.

A Holy Famﬂy, in that great mafter’s
bef’c taanner, and in the hxgheﬂ; prefervation.
2. Po’rkait of Cardinal Pole, alfo in his beft’
manner. * 3. A St. George, of which there
is an engraving by Vofterman. Thefe three
paintings from the cabinet of Crozat. 4. The
Laft Supper, an undoubted original, but in bad
condition.

I muft not omit an old and an excellent
"copy of the School of Athens, of ‘which the
“original picture, for compofition, correctnefs of
defign, and juft delineation of character,-ftands
unrivalled in the art of painting.

Several fine landfcapes by Claude Lorraine,
the painter of nature; and two delightful
landfcapes by Gafpar Pouffin, in which that
poetical painter, fo remarkable for his pictu-
' refque
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refque pencil, has d\,hneated towers and bat-
tlements,

]
« Bofom’d high in tufted trees ;"

and in which he realizes the beautiful imagery
defcribed in the Penferofo of Milton :

« And when the fun begins to fling

His flaming beams, me, goddefs, ‘bring
To arched walks of twilight groves,
And thadows brown that Sylvan Toves

Of pine, or monumental oak,

‘Whaere the rude axe with heaved ﬁroke
‘Was never heard the nymphs to daunt, /

Or fright them from their hallow’d haugl.”
[ J

By Salvator Rofa, the well-known picture of
the Prodigal Son, from the Houghton collec-
tion ; Democritus and Protagoras, not lefs ce-
lebrated ; and feveral fine landfcapes. .

Of the Bologncfe {chool, two Gpercinos,
and feveral invaluable pieces by Guido Rhe-
ni. Befides the celcbrated pi¢ture of the.
doCors confulting on the immaculate concep-,
tion of the Virgin Mary, from the Houghton
collection, ‘I could not fufliciently admire that
delightful painting, known by the name of Les
" Coufeufes, from the Crozat colletion. That
charmmg pictire reprefents an aged governefs

X fuperintending
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fuperintending feveral young women at work, -
who are medels of perfcéct beauty, unaffected
grace, and ferene inmocence. ‘Thefe two
paintings are of themfelves {uflicient to excul-
pate Guido from the cenfures of thofe con
qoifieurs, who, judging haftily from a few {pe-
cjmens, indifcriminately accufe him of always
’1&1' cing too much to the graces, and of in-
troducing aftected attitudes.

TH cabinet contains alfo a few piGures
by Bdttoni and Mengs, in whom the genius
of the Roman fchool feems to have expired.
Of Battoni, Thetis approaching Charon with'
her infamt Achilles afleep is not without
merit.

Three picturcs by Nengs deferve to be
mentioned : 1. Perfeus and Andromeda, in
which that painter has errcd againft coffume,
by reprefenting the hero naked, and Aiidro-
meda half clothed. The author varied fome-
what from his original defign, which was an
«exa& copy of the baflo relievo of the Fauftina,
on the pedeftal of a column at Rome, and on
which is ecngraved, Pietro Santo Bartoli.
With refpect to the drapery, Mengs fecms to
have adopted that from the gem of Callyrrhog,
the Bacchanalian Woman. 2. The Judgment
of Paris, a very fine piGure. 3. St. .John

' - preaching,



304 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA.  B. 4u

preaching in the wildernefs, a fingle figure;
his air and motion are dignified. Mengs
finithed this picture for his friend M. de Liana,
formerly envoy to the court of Parma.
In order to diftinguith St. John, the artlft
rew on one fide of the piGure the head of
a fheep badly executed. Mengs having c
pied this piGure for a' friend, omittecyme
theep’s head, and inferted in itsplace a trunk
of a tree, which had a piurefque feffed.
The St. John, in the emprefs’s colldction,
is a third copy of the fame fubje&t; the
figure, though of a fmaller fize, being the
fame as in the two former, and the fheep’s
head is omitted. Mengs has not in this in-
ﬁance alone re-copled hlS figures. He painted
his own portrait for Mr. de Saphorm, and from
this px&ure he made feveral copies ; "one he
fent to the gallery of Florence, a fecond is at
Turin, a.third at Madrid, and a fourth in the
pofleffion of his friend, Mr. Azara, at Rome.
This circumftance fufficiently fhews, that.
the great mafters frequently copied their own
works ; and proves the pofiibility of finding
{everal paintings in. the different colleéhons,
which, although exatly the fame, are equally
originals. In general the mafter orders his
beﬁ {cholars to copy-the outlines, which he’

' corrects
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correCs and re-touches. The fcholars then |
{ketch the remainder, and the mafter revifes
and finithes the whole.

The queftion, which is the original? is
ﬁequcntly puerile; for fometimes the fecond
. is better and more ftudicd than the firt. In-
deed when the painter employs his {cholars

much in thefe copics, as Rubens was ac-
cuftomed to do, the perfeGtion of the original
uﬁnly fuffers by thefe frequent repetitions s’
as tlic hafty touches of the mafter cannot cor-
re&t the defe@s of the {cholars.

It is a well-known anecdote, that Raphacel
himfelf *miftook a copy of one of, his own
pi¢tures, done by Andrea del Sarto, for the
original. Three paintings of his celebrated
John the Baptift are now exifting, of which
it is impofiible to difcover which is the fineft,
or which is the original. One of thefe is in
the great duke’s gallery at Florence, a fecond
in a private collection at Rome, and the third
in the palais royal at Paris.

Under the fame cncumﬁances may alfo be
mentioned the celebrated portrait of Lord
-Strafford di@ating to his fecretary, of which I
have feen three, one at Wentworth houfe, the
fecond at Wentworth cafile, and the third at
Blenheim.

Vor. . X - The
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The ordinary diftribution of the emprefs’s
time at Peterfburgh, as far as I could collett
from inquiries Wthh I had many opportu-
nities of 'making, as it concerns fo great
a princefs, cannot be unacceptable to th¢
reader, )

. Her majefty. ufually rifes about fix, and is
engaged till eight or nine in pubhc buﬁ%ﬁd
with her fecretary. At ten fhe generally be-
gins her toilet; and while her hair is dreffing,
the minifters of ftate, and her aid-de-gdmps
in waiting, pay their refpets and receive their
orders. Being drefled about eleven, fhe fends
for her grand-children the young * princes
Alexander and Conftantie, or vifits them in
their own apartment.. Before dinner fhe receives
a vifit from the great-duke and duchefs; and
fits down to table rather before one. She has
always company at dinner, ufually aboyt nine
perfons, confifting of the generals and lords
in waiting, a'lady of the. bed-chamber,” a maid
of honour, and two or ‘three of the Ruffian
nobility, whom fhe invites. - Their imperial
highitfles dine with - her three times in the-
week, on which days the party is encreafed .
to eighteen perfons. The lord of the bed-
chamber in waiting, who always fits oppofite
to the emprefs, carves one dith and prefents

it



c. 4. PETERSEURGH, 307
it to her; an attention, which, after having
once politely accepted, fhe afterwards . dif~
penfes with.  Her majefty is remarkably tem-
perate, and is feldom at table more than an
hour.  From thence fhe retires to her own
apartment ; and about three frequently repairs
to her library in the Hermitage. At five fhe
‘g@es to the theatre ¥, or to a pnvate concert
and, wheno there is no court in the evening,
has); private party at cards. She feldom fups;
genérally retires -at half paft ten; and is ufu-
ally in bed before eleven.

The great-duke is cxtremely fond of" thc‘
manage; and, two or three times in the week,
takes the diverfion of a tournament, which is
.thus defcribed in" my friend Colonel Floyd’s
Journal: ¢ Count Orlof having obtained the
¢ great-duke’s permiffion for me to attend the
“ manage of the court, I accordingly went
¢ this morning to fee a tournament. - His
“ impérial highnefs and eleven of his nobles,
* drefled in uniforms of buff and gold, and
* armed Wlth a lance, f{word, and piftols,
were affemblcd by- pine o’clock, although it

* An [talian opera, a company of Ruffian and inother
of French players were, in 1778, maintaincd at her ma-
jeﬂy’s expence, at which the fpetators were admitted .

gratis. .
2 X 2 “ was
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wa$ as yet dufk. The great-duke drew
them- up by pairs; and -upon the found
of the trumpet, himfelf and the knights
immediately mounted their horfes, and re-
tired in due order without the rails. ~ Two
rings were fufpended on oppofite fides of
the walls on each fide of the manage; at
each corner was a moor’s head of page/f
board, or an apple fixed upon a pole, and
between them two heads with a ffjuib
in their mouths. Thefe were all placed
upon ftands almoft as high as a man on
horfeback, and at fome paces from the
wall; at each end was alfo an hetmet of
pafteboard raifed upon a ftand about a foot
from the ground, and about four from the
wall. The two judges, with Lord Fer-
bert and myfelf, who were the only. fpec—
tators, tosk our flation on the outﬁde of the
rail.  Upon a-fecontl fignal from the trum-
pet two knight} cnmad at oppofite ends of
the manage. ‘A band of mufic played a
quick air ; while cach knight, galloping his
horfe to «he right, and making .a volt, fa-
Inted with their lances at the fame time;
then, continuing their -courfe round the
manage, each ran with his lance, firft at

the rings fufpended from the walls, and
“ next
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next at the moor’s heads ; after which they
delivered their lances, as they went on, to
their fervants on foot. The knights then
drew their piftols, and each making a fc-.
cond volt round the other heads, difcharged
them in order to fet fire to the fquib; then,
purfuing their courfe round the mapage,
they drew their fivords, and, making a
%hird velt round the apple, endcawured to
#trike it to the ground. They finithed their
career by {tooping down, and, as they gal-
loped by, thrufting their fwords through
the helmets ; then poxﬁng them in the;.axr,
they met in the middic, and riding to-
wards the judge, faiated him, related the
attempts in which they had {ucceeded, and
demanded their prizes: the prize was about
four fhillings for cach atchicvement, and an
equal valuc was paid for every failyre.  The
whole was performed on a coatinued gallop,
and always to the right.  In running at
the ring, the head, or the helmet; it is
efteemed honourable to put the horfe into
full career, which encreafes the dihiculty.
The judge having beftowed the rewards, or
taken the forfeits, ordered the two- I\:xaigl'xts
to retire,  The trumpets again {Hunding,
two others made their appearance, and per-°

X 3 « formed’
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« formed the'fame manceuvres. This exercife
¢ was repeated twice by each pair of knights.
“ The whole troop then entered at the fame
“ time, marched, charged, formed, drew and
« returned their fwords, and difmounted by .
« word of command from the great-duke.
« At the conclufion they adjourned to the
« fire; chocolate was brotight in;, and, affg
“« a fhort converfation, the great-duke boYed
s and retired.”

The Ruffian nobility of Peterfburgh are no
lefs than thofe, 'of Mofcow diftinguithed for
their hofpitality towards foreigners. We were
no fooner prefented to a' perfon of rahk and
fortune, than we were regarded in the hfrh,t of
domeftic vifitants. Many of the nobil: ty 7 ieep
an open table, to .which the firft ‘invitatioh
was confidered”as a flanding paffport of ad-
“miffion, 'The only form neceffary. to bg ob-
"ferved on this otcafion was to make mquxry
in the morning if the mafter of the houfe
dined at home; and if he. did, we, without
further cercmony, prefentcd ourfelves at his
_table, The oftener we appeared at thefe hof-
pitable boards, the more acceptable guefts we
were efteemed 5 and we always fcemed to con-
fer, inftead of reegiving, an obligation,

3 ' - The

+
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The tables were ferved with great profufion
and tafte, * Though' the Ruﬁians have adopted
the delicacies of French cookery; yet they nei-
ther affe to defpife their native difhes, nor
{queamithly reject the folid joints which cha--
raflerize our repafts. The plineft, as well as the
choiceft viands, were colle@ed from the moit

iftant quarters : I have frequently feen at the
%Qe time fterlet from the Volga; veal from
Ardhangel ; mutton from Aftrachan; beef
from the Ukrame and pheafants from Hungary
and Bohemia, Their common wines are chief y
claret, Burgundy, and Champaigne ; and I never
tafted Englith beer and porter in greater perfec-
tion and abundance, Before dinner, even in the
houfes of perfons of the firlt diftin&ion;
a fmall tablc is fpread in a corner of the
drawing room, covered with plates of caviare,
dried and pickled herrings, fmoked ham or
tongue, bread, butter, and .cheefe, together
with bottles of different lzgueum ; and fuw of
the company of either fex omitted a prelude
of this kird to the main entertainment, ‘This
pra&ice has induced many travellers to relate,
that the Ruffians fwallow bowls of brandy
before dinner, What are the ufageggof thz -
vulgar in this particular I cannot determine ;
"but among the nobility I never obferved the-
X 4 leaft

\
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leaft violation of the moft extreme fobriety
and this cuftom of taking /igueur before din-
ner, confidering the extreme fmallnefs of the
glafies ufed on this occafion, is a very inno-
+cent refrefhment, and will not convey the
fainteft idea of excefs. Indeed the Ruffian§’
in no other wife differ from the French in this
inftance ; than that they tafte a glafs of Jgueus,
before their repaft, while the lattgr defed it
till ‘after dinner. The ufual hour of difing
is at three: their entertainments are moﬁly
regulated according to the French ceremonial,
the wine being circulated ‘during meals; and
the difhes are no fooner removed than: the
company retire from table into another room,
aid arc immediately ferved with coffee. Nor
do the gentlemen, as in [England, continue
wedded <o the bottle ; while the ladies with-
.draw into a feparate apartment.

Several of the-nobility alfo receive company
every evening in the maft cafy manner: the
parties ufially met about feven; fome fat
down to Wwhift, macao, loo, and other games;
fome converfed, and others danced.  Amid
the refrefhments tea was handed round no
lefs figquently than in England. At ten
fupper was brought in; and the party ge-
nerally broke up between eleven and twelve,

It
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It is no exaggeration to fay, that, during our
continuance in this- city, not one evening
paffed but we had it in our power to attend
an aflembly of this fort ; and if we had always
frequented the fame, we fhould always have
found the greateft cordiality of reception.
From thefe circumftances there is perhaps

néxni‘ctrolaolis in Europe, excepting Vienna,
whi

is rendered more agrezable to forcigners
than Pecterfburgh.

The houfes of the nobility arz furnithed
with great elegance ; and the fuite of apart-
ments in which they receive company is uns
commonly fplendid. They are fitted up in
the ftyle of London and Paris; and the new
fathions make their appearance as foon as in
thofe two capitals.

I have, on a former occafion, deferibed
the modes of falutation pra@ifed by the pea-
fants and common people ; T fhall here men-
tion thofc which I obferved in ufe among
o.perfons of higher rank.  The gentlemen bow
very low ; and the ladics incline their headls
inftead of curtfying. Sometimes the gentle-
men kifs the ladies hands as a mark of reiped,
which is ufual in many comatvies: it the
pa artics are well acquainted, or of cqual condi-
tien, or if the lady mcans to pay a compli-

ety

(X]
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ment ; fhe falutes his cheek while he is kifling:
her hand. Frequently, while fhe ftoops ta
touch his cheek, he takes that opportunity
of faluting her. I have often obferved this
ceremony performed and repeated, as well in
the drawing-room at court, as at the differeng
affemblies. If the gentleman is a perfon of
very high rank, the lady “offers firt to klfs
hand, which he prevents by faluting h

the cheek, The men, and parncularly re-
. Iations, exchange falutes in this manner;
each kifling the other’s hand at the fame
inftant, and afterwards their cheeks.

The Ruffians, in their ufual mode of ad-
drefs, never prefix any title or appellation of
refpe€t to their names; but perfons of all
ranks, even thofe of the firft diftin&ion, call
each o'fhcrmby their, chriftian names, to which
they add 2 patrdnymic Thefe patronymics
are formed in'fome cafes by adding Vitch *
“to the chriftian name of the father, in others
by Of or Ef; the former is applied oply to,
perfons of condition, the latter to thofe of
“inferior rank. * Thus,

Ivan. Ivanovitch™ s 1van the fon of Tvan,
Ivan Ivanof : .

Peter Alexievitch ¢ : lexdy. -
Peter Alexeof }Pc er the fon of Alexey.

# Vitch is the fame as our Fitz, as Fitzherbert, or the
, fon of Herbert.
The
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The female patronymic is Efna-or Ofna, as.
Sophia Alexefna, or Sophia the daughter of
Alcxéy; Maria Ivanofna, or Maria the daugh-
ter of Ivan.

Great fimilies are alfo in general diftin-
guifhed by a furname, as-thofe of Romanof,
Galitzin, Sheremetof, &c.

Travellers who have cxperienced the great
pOu\qefs and tafte, which diftinguith. the
behaviour and manners of the Ruffian nobi-
lity, both in, their entertainments and affem-
blies, muft be furprized to find; that f{carcely
fixty years ago Peter the Great * thought it
neceflary to eftablith the following regulations

by authority.

Regulations for affemblies at Peterfburgh.
in 171q.

« Affembly is a French term, which cannot be réndered
* in Ruffian in one word: It fignifies @ number of perfons
€ mceting together, either for diverfion, or to talk about
“ their own affairs. Friends may fee each other on that
¢ occaffon to confer together on bufinefs or other fubjets,
% to enquire after domeftic and foreign news, and fo to
« pafs their time. After what manner we will have thofe
« affemblics kept, may be learned from what follows.

L. « The perfon, at whofe houlc the, affembly is to be m
« the evening, is tc hang out a bill or other fign, to give
é potice to all perfons of either fex.

* Perry’s State of Ruffia, vol. I. p. 186.
II. « The
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II. « The affembly fhall not begin fooner than four or
“ five in_the afternoon, nor continue later than ten at
« pight.

III ¢ The mafter of the houfe is not obliged to go and
« meet his guefts, to condu&t them out, or to entertain
« them; but though himfelf is exempt from waiting on
¢ them, he ought to find chairs, candles, drink, and all the
¢ neceflaries atked for, as alfo to provide for all forts of
« gaming, and what bclongs thereto,

1V. « Na certain hour is fixed for any body’s coming
« or going; it is fufficient if one makes jis appcafice in
« "the affembly.

V. « It is left to every one’s liberty to fit, walk, op
« play, juft as he likes; nor fhall any body hindéf hxm,\or
“ tace exception at what he does, on pain of emptying “thes
« Great Eagle (a bowl filled with wine or brandy). As
« fer the rcﬁ,, it is enough to falute at comingeand going.

Vi. « Perfons of rank, as, for, inflance, noblcmen, and
« fuperior officers, likewife mierchants of ncte, and head-
& mafters, (by which are underftood thip-builders), perfons
« employed in the Chancery, and their wives ang, children,
& fhall have liberty of frequenting the qfrcmb]us (1

VIL « A particular place fhall be' aﬂigned to, the foot-
 men (thofe of the houfe excepted), that therpl may be
« fufficient vooin in the apartments defigned for the affem-
€, b]y »

Tlir‘_,Englifh merchants live in a very fo-
Cial' #d even fplendid manner.  Befides. con-
ftant meetings at their refpetive houfes; they
have, once in a fortnight, a regular affembly,
to which they.obligingly invite all their coun-
trytnen who happen to be at Petertburgh, and

.occaitonally
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occafionally, fome Ruffian ladics. There is a
ball, cards, ‘and .fupper: twelve or fourteen
couple ufually dance at thefe meetings, which
are perfectly cheerful and agreeable.

A traveller who frequents the houfes of the
Ruflian nobility will be ftruck with the va-
riety of complexions and faces which are ob-
fervable among the retainers and fervants;
. ‘Rufgans, Figs, Laplanders, Georgians, Cir-
caflians, Pcles, Tartars, and Calmucs. He
will likewife be no lefs furprifed on being in-
formed, that many of the fervants, who be-
long to the Englith and other foreigners, are,,
Mahomemns, of whem numerous cclonies arc
ftill refident in this vaft empire. -
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CHAP: V.

Defeription. of the fortrefs of Peterfburgh.—
Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul.—Tomb and
charatter of Peter the Great, and thofe of
the imperial family.—Mint.— Hiftory of the
boat called The Little Grandfirg, whicpgave

"7ife to the Ruflian- navy upon the Black
Sea.

“HE origin of the fortrefs, which oc-
cafioned the foundation of this capital,
has been already related in the general deferip-
tion of Peterfburgh. Its walls of brick, faced
‘with hewn granite,and ftrengthened with five
regular baftions, encircle a fmall ifland of
about half a mile in circumference, formed by
the Greag, and Littls Neva. Within tﬁc walls
are barratks for a fmall garrifon ; feveral wards
ufed as # common jail ;"and dungeons for the,
confinement of ftate-prifoners.

In. the middle of the ifland ftands the ca-.' -
thedral of St. Peter and Paul, in a different
‘ftyle of architeture from that ufually employed
in the conftrution of churches for the fervice
of 'the Greek religion. Inftead of domes, it

. ‘ has
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has a fpire of copper gilt, the higheft part
whereof rifes dbove 240 feet from the ground.
Its interior decorations are much more ele-
gant and le(s ‘gaudy than thofe in the churches
of Novogorod and Mofcow # and the paint-
ings ‘are executed in the modern ftyle of the
Italian fchool, and not in the dry manner of
the Greek mafters. “

Incthis cathedral are depofited the remains
of Peter the Great, and of all the fucceffive
« fovereigns, excepting thofe of Peter II. buried
at Mofcow, and of the late unfortunate
Peter IIl. interred in the convent of St,,
Alexandcr Neviki. The tombs are of marble,
and in the fhape "of a fquare coffin; and, one
only excepted, have an infcription in the
Ruffian tongue : when I faw them they were
covered with gold brocade, bordered thh
filver lace and ermine.

I viewed, not without a peculiar’ kind of
vencration ahd awe, the fepulchre which con-
Jains the body of Peter I. who founded ‘the
greatne(s of the Ruffian empire: the fternnefs,
or rather the ferocity, of whefe difpofition,
neither fpared age nor fex, nor the deareft
connetions ; and who yet, with a ﬁronc
degree of compun&xon, was accuftomed to

fay of himfelf, « I can rcform my people,
. « but
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* but I cannot reform myfelf.” A * royal
hiftorian has juftly obferved of Peter; that
he covered - the cruelties.of a. tyrant by the.
virtues' of a legiflator.© We muft readily
allow ‘that he cbnfiderably reformed and ci-
vilized his fubjeéts; that he created a navy ;
that he new-modelled and difciplined his
army ; that he promoted the arts and fciences,
agriculture, and commerce; gnd laidy the
foundation of. that glory which Ruffid has
fince attained. But, inftead of crying out -
in the language of pancgyric, '

E‘rubefce, ars1 Hic vir maximus tibi nihil debuit:

Exulta, natura ! Hoc ftupendium tuum eff 4 :

‘We may, on the contrary, venture to regret
that he was not teught. the leflons of hu-.
manity ; that his fublime and unruly, genius
was not eontrouled and improved by proper
culture ; nor his favage nature corre@led and
~ {oftened by the refine ements of arz. And if
] ll
"% Pxerre” I. mourut dans ces cu'conﬁances, faiffant dans °
le monde platét la reputation d’un homm¢.cxtraordmmrc,
que d*un grand-hommd, & couvrant les cruéuits dun Tiran 1
_ des wertus d’wz‘ Icgzﬂat wr. Hift, de la Mailon de Bran-
debourg.
+ Bluth, art! this hero owd thec nothmg
Exult, naturc | for this pr‘o'hgy is all thy own,

fSce Gordon’s I_.lfc of Peter, Vol IL
’ Peter
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Peter failed in enlightening the mafs of his
“fubje@s as much as he withed; the failure
was principally occafioned by his own pre-
cipitate temper; by the chimerical idea of
introducing the arts .and fciences by force ;
;and of performing in a moment what can
only be the gradual work of time; by vio-
lating the eftablithed cuftoms of his people ;
and,* in contradiCtion to the dictates of found
policy, requiring an immediate facrifice of
thofe prejudices which had been fanéified
by ages. In a word, his failure was the
failure of a fuperior genius wandering with..
“out a geide; and the greatelt eulogium we
can juftly offer to his extraordinary charalter,
is to allow that his virtues were his own;
and his defe@s thofe of his education and
country.

Peter the Great was born at Mofcow on
the joth of May, O.S. 1672 ; and died at
Peterfburgh on the 28th of January, 1725, in
. the 53d year of his age, and in the 44.th of a
glorious reign.

. T obferved near the tomb of Peter fomc
Turkifh, colours: they were taken in the
naval engagement of Tchefme, difplayed dur-
ing a folemn proceflion in honour of that
victory ; and then placed by the hapd ofghe
Vor. Il Y prefent



322 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. - B/ 4.

prefent emprefs at the tomb of the fovereign
who was the founder of the Ruffian navy.

Near the afhes of Peter are depofited thofe’
" of his fecond wife and fucceffor Catharine I.
the beautiful Livonian, who, by a wonderful-
train of events, was exalted from a cottage to
unbounded fovereignty *.

In the vault of this church, but without
any-‘tomb or infcription, lies Alexty for! of
Peter 1. who fell a facrifice to the artifices of
the defigning Mentchikof, and to the refent-
ment of an inhuman, though, perhaps, juftly
offended father. The recolleCtion of his fate
makes a. ftrong impreffion on a feeling mind ;
and muft fill more forcibly frike a fubject of
the Britith empire; where will is not law ;
where the héir apparent is as fecure as the
fovereign~ himfelf; and where the right of”
{ucceffion ftands irrevocable, not to be altered
by the caprice ‘or jeéaloufy of a reig g mo-
narch. The fpeculative theorift may indeed
argue for Peter, that ‘there ought to 'be a
power invefted.-in the fovereign to exclude an
unworthy fucceffor, who fhould threaten “to
overturﬁ his plans of rcformatio'n,, and again

* S,ee an account of Catharme I. in Chap. VII. of this
Pook

to
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to plunge his country into the barbarifm from
which he had raifed it with fo much difficulty.
But; in- effe®; this is nothing lefs than ren-
" dering the fate of a whole empire abfolutely
dependent upon the will of one perfon, who,
. during his life, may change his heir as often
-as he changes his "opinion; or who, like
Peter, may expire without nominating his’
fueceflor 3 sand leave the -crown to be feized
or difputed by thofe who have not the leaft
fhadow of pretenfion. By thefc means the
throne is open to every claimant, who may
have a chance of fecuring the ccncurrence ‘of
the army. If all the evils which might
have been expe@ted from this change of the
fucceffion have not been hitherto experi¢nced
in Ruffia, it muft be afcribed to the following
_confideration : that notwithftanding the abfo-
lute power which the fovereign poflefled of
hominating his heir ; yet the notions of he-
reditary right, and the privilege.of primo-
» geniture, though annulled by Peter’s law,
ftill retained a confiderable degree of influence
in the opinion of the mation. The exclu-
fion, however, of Alexey, thé decree * fubfe-

quent
" % & In the month of February, 1722, a proclamation

« was made by the found of trumpet, requiring every
Y2 “ natural-
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quent to his death, and the unfettled ideas
concerning the right of {ucceffion neceffarily *
introduced

¢ natural-born fubject of the Ruffian empire, and all
« foreigners then refiding there, to-fwear and fign an
« oath, ¢ that they will acknowledge, as fucceffor to the
« empire, the perfon whom his majefty thall nominate for
& their fovereign, after his deith.” This order ftruck a
« damp on the fpirits of every body, when they reficfted
« ‘on the undoubted title of the young prince Peter, his
<« majefty’s grandfon, and only remaining heir of the im-
. ¢ perial family.” Bruce’s Memoirs, p.’ 226.

The oath was thus worded: « I do vow.and fwear
« before Almighty God, and upon the Holy Evangelifts,
<« that I own and acknowledge the decree concerning the
<« fucceflion to the crown of Ruffia, publithed the sth of
'« Fcbruary, 1722, by ordér of the moft illuftrious and
« mighty prince, Peter 1. emperor and fovereign of all
.- ¢ Ruflia, our moft gracious Jord and mafter: wherein it is
-« ordained, that the prefent, or any jucceedmg emperor of
« Ruffia, not only may at pleafure nominate and appoint a fuc-
<< ceffor to the crouiny but likewife alter the Jucceffiony, as often
< as he, the prifent, or any other fucceeding emperor fhall fee
& caufe,or think fit. This imperial ordinance, I the under-
¢« named do acknowledge to be juft and rights and promife
<« all due obedience to the perfon fo named dnd appointed
« fucceflor to the imperial crown of Ruflia; I will hold
« and acknowledge him to be the only lawful heir, and my
© ¢ only fovereign, and accordingly will hazard life and for- .
« tune to maintain him on the throne, and defeat the de-
% figns of his’ enemies. Morcover, if I fhall ever be
« found to a&t contrary to this oath, or to put any other
« conftrulion upon it, then, and in that cafe, I will be

« accounted
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introduced by that fatal' mandate, have oc-
cafioned frequent revolutions in the govern.
ment of this country ; and the difpofal of the
fceptre has in fome meflfure depcnded upon
the regiments of guards. * .ftationed in the

capital.

« accounted a traitor, and not only be liable to an ignomi-
¢ nious death, but alfo to the anathema of the church. In
« conﬁrmatxoxi of which, I kifs the Holy Gofpel and Crofs,
« and hereunto do fet my hand.”

# The licentious conduét of the guards (foon after the
accefion of Catharine L), which proceeded from their
power of difpoling of the crown, was uncontroulable.
¢« Although the emprefs appeared to rule with an abfolute
« authonty, yet it is certain that fhe entirely depended upon .
¢« the caprice of the Preobrethenfky regiment of guards,
<« and the nobles who had placed her upon her throne, nei- ,
« ther of whom fhe durft contradi&t or reduce. Catharine,
« well aware of her fituation, endeavoured to free herfelf
« from this dependent {tate, by declaring all the majors,
« who had moft authority, licutenant-generals; and, undes
« pretence of thefe promptions, to remove them from the
¢ regiment of guards, and, in their ftead, to appoint feveral
‘€ forelgncrs, who were officers in the other regiments, to
“ be majors ; but as the captains of the guards were unani-
“ moufly dl!Tatlsﬁed with thefe reoulattons, fhe was con-
“ ftrained to place affairs upon the old footing.”  Auftrian .
Envoy in B, H. M. XL p. s507.

Alfo, upon Elizabeth’s acceffion, Manftein fays, « The
¢« whole company of grenadiers of the régiment of Preow
¢ brefhenfky were ennobled and promoted. The private
¢ men had the rank of licutenants; and the corporals of

Y3 « majors 3

’
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capital. Though I do not mean to juftify:
the condu& of Alexey yet I cannot but
affent to the opinion of a judicious hiftorian,
“that as Peter I, opened by this law- an abun-

¢ majors ; the armourer and quarter-mafter that of lieute-..
« nant~-colonels ; and the fesjeants that of colonels of the
« army. It was called the company of body -guards.
¢« Grunftein was made adjutant.of this company, with
<« the title of brngadler. He did not long keep his
<« ground ; accuftomed to the low ambltlon of a. private
« foldier, his head was took weak to bear a higher fortune,
« and growing giddy with his preferment, he was guilty of
<« all kind of mfolences, broke out.into difrefpeét to the em-
<« prefs herfe‘f and ended with undergoing the knout, and;
<« being baniflied to the lands which the emprefs had given
< him, when fhe firft promoted him.

¢ This company committed all imaginable dlforders for
« the firft months that the emprefs remained at Petcr(burgh
& The new noble, lieutenants ran through all the dirticft
€ public-houfes, got drunk, and wallowed i in the' ﬁrcets.
"« They entered into the houfes of the greateft noi)lcmen,
'« demanding money with threats, and took away, \yithout
“ ceremony, whatevsr theytiked. There was no Leepmg
« within bounds, men, who having been all their life-time
“ ufed'to be difciplined by drubbing, could not prefently
s« famxlaanfe themfelves to a more civil treatment. It
« muft’ haye been the work of time to reducg them to
& good mzmncrs. I do not know whether they were ever
« brought to correét themfclves, but the moft unruly of
“ them were cxnellecl the corps, and placed as officers.in
“ other gegiments of the army, where the vacancies were. °
“ many. - An adnurable expedicnt this for procuring ex-
“« ccllent officers '\’ Memoirs of Ruflis, p. 319, 320.

dant
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dant fource of troubles -and confufion, it had
been better for the country if that weak
prince, with all his defe@s, had been fuffered
to reign *, And I may venture to add, that

' the

* « Ceft A cette imprudente loi, qu’on doit attribuer’
« toutes les revolutions qui ont afligé Ia Ruffic. Cleft
¢ Pierre I. qui a ouvert dans fon empire cette fource abon-
% dante de troubles et de défolation. Ne valait-il pas
« micux qu’ Alexis regnit,” L’Evefque, vol. 1V.
P 454 . '

An ingenious author, who has lately publithed part'of 2
voluminous work upon Ruffia, controverts this judicious
reflettion, juftifies this decrec of Peter, and denies that it .
had the leaft bad tendency, or has been the caufe of any
revolutions, See Le Clerc’s Hift. Modcmc de Ruﬂ' ey
P 441 t0 445.

His arguments, however, will fearcely appear convincing
to any perfon who has perufed with attention the Hiftory of
Ruffia fince the demife of Peter the Great; and muft ap-’
pear of little weight, unlefs the following queries can be
anfwered in the negative, -

Was not: the acceflion of Catharine. I. 2 revoluuon?
The abolition of defpotic authority, and the eletion of
Anne, arevolution? The refumption of defpotic authority
by the fame emprefs, a revolution? The removal of Biren
from the regency, a revolution ? The acceflion of Elizabeth,
a revolution ? ‘The dethronement of Peter III. and the ac~
ceflion of Catharine (though juftified by the peculiar fitua-
tion of the empire) a revolution? Were they not all oc-
cafioned by the loofe notions concerning the right of fuc-
ceflion, and accomplithed by the intervention of the guards ?
Were not the execution, fcourging, and banithment. of

Y4 many

1



328 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. H. 4.

the re-eftablithment of hereditary right may
be juftly claﬁ'ed among the foremoft of thofe
_ excellent regulatlons, which dxfhngulih thé
reign of Catharine il

In the fame vault, which contains the body.
of the unfortunate Alexey, is placed that of-
Charlotte Chriftina Sophia prmcefs of Brun{;
_wick, his'no lefs unfortunate wife ;' and whofe
fate is more affetting, becaufe the deferved 1t
lefs. She was born in 1694 ; married in 1711 I
the tzarovitch, who had feen her at her father’s
court ; and died on the firft of November,
1715, partly of a broken heart occafioned. by
her hufband’s ill treatment, and partly by the
confequences of her delivery of Peter IL. *

many principal nqbles, the confifcation of eftates, and the
“confinement of numberlefs ftate-prifoners, the fatal! gonfe«
" quences of thefe frequent changes ? the laft excepted, when
- the lenity of the emprefs fpared the ufual victims to pohcy
and refentment. _Have not-thefe civil feuds, which o long
conyulfed this empire, been diminithed by the well-
grounded expc&atlon of an unbroken hereditary line in the
prefent imperial family? ~ And'as the influence of Peter’s
fatal decree is confiderably abated, and the moft diftant
,px_'ob \)lhty of another revolution fcarccly exifts, -has not
the rapid increafe of commerce and population throughout
-every part of this vaft empire proclaimed the beneficial
effects of the more ftable government.of Catharine 1I ?

* See an account of thlS princefs in Chap. VIIL of
this' Book. '
Among
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Among the imperial fepulchres is that of
Anne of Holftein, eldeft daughter of Peter -
and Catharine, who is lefs known, though ar
more deferving of notice, than her fifter the
emprefs - Elizabeth, becaufe her virtues were |
not ennobled by a diadem. Anne is defcrib-.

ed* as a princefs of a majeftic form and
expreﬁive features, of an excellent and im- .

provéd unde;ﬁandmg, and of irreproachable
morals. While the was very young, count

Apraxm, a Ruffian nobleman, paid his ad-
drefles to her, but was rejeted with fcorn.
Not daunted, howcver, with this tepulfe, he,

Q
# <« AnnaPctrowna reflembloit de vifage et d’humeur 3
« fon augufle pere, mais la nature et l’cducatlon avoient
« tout embelli chez elle, On lIui paffoit plus de cing piés
« de hauteur, en faveur d’une taille extrémement déliée, et
« d’une finefle parfaite dans toutes fes proportions. Rien
“ de plus majeftueux que fon port et fa phyfionomie, rien
« de plus regulier que fes traits, et non obftant cela, des
“ graces tendres dans le regard et le fourire; des cheveux.
“ et des fourcils noirs, un teint d’une blancheur eclatante,
“ et ce vermillon frais et délicat qui reftera fans cefle
"¢ inimitable au fard; les yeux d’une couleur indécife et
« d’un feu éblouifant. Bref, de pied en cap Penvie n’y
« pouvoit trouver aucun défaut. Avec cela un jugement
¢ pénétrant, une vraie candeur et bonté de caraltére, libé-
¢ rale, &t magnifique, trés bien inftruite, parlant élégam-
« ment fa langue maternelle, le Frangois, I’ Allemand, I'Ita~
« lien et le Suedois.”” Baffewitz in Buf. Hif. Mag. IX,
P 370 375

continued
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continued his courtthip ; and, finding her one
- day alone, he threw himfelf at her feet; of-
fered his fword; and entreated her to put an
‘end to his life and mifery, ¢ Give it me,”
faid the princefs, ﬁretching out her hand,
.« you fhall fee, that the daughter. of- your
« emperor has ftrength and {pirit {ufficient
¢ to rid herfelf of a wretch who.infults her.”
The count, apprehenfive that fhe might ex-
ecute her threat, withdrew the fword; and
demanded inftant pardon ; and, as-the princefs
told the ftory with great humour, became the
derifion of the court *.

Anne efpoufed, in 1725, Charles Frederick
duke of Holftein-Gottorp, to whom the had
been long betrothed. Bred up with the ex-
pedtation of two crowns-f, fhe was difap~

pomted

* Baﬂ'ew;tz, p. 371 T

+ Thofg of Sweden and Ruffia : the former by marriage,

nd the latter by her father’s nomination.

With ref;iec’t to the former, her hufband, the jonly fon
of Hedwige eldeft fifter of Charles XII. was, upon. that
monarch’s death, the undoubted heir of the Swedifh crown,
but was fet afide by the Swedes, who preferred , Ulrica
Elezopora, Charles’s yc‘ungeﬁ fifter. See Genealogical table
. of the Houfe of Vafa, and the _chapter on the death of
Chnrles XII. both in the fourth volume.

As to her expectations of the Ruffian crown, Baflevitz,
her hufband’s minifter, pofitively afferts, that Peter L. had

« formed
4
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pointed: of both; nominated by her mother
Catharine I. one of the council of regency .

I

durmg

formed the refolution of ratﬁngher to the throne, « C’¢-
&« toit dans les mains de cette princefle, que Picrre le Grand
¥ fouhaitoit de voir pafler fony fceptre.” Buf, Hif. Mag. IX.*
p 371. ’
A fhort time before his laft \Ilnefs he explained. to her
and the duke of Holftein the fyﬁem he had purfued during
his reign, and inftruGted them in the details of government,
While he lay upon his death-bed, having recovered his
underftanding by a momentary intermiffion of the delirium
(fee Chapter VIIIL. on Catharine L), he called for Anne
to di&ate his laft fentlments‘ but upon her arrival he re-
lapfed into lys former ftate of infenfibility. Ibid. p. 372.
It alfo appears, from the following extracls from Sir
Luke Schaube’s papers, in_the poffeflion of the Earl of
Hardwicke, that Peter had even. taken fome fteps towards
fettling the crown upon his daughter Anne.
¢ Le Cardinal [Dubois] ne paroit guere touché de I'in-
« Juﬁxce qui_feroit faite au fils du czarowitz ; et il dit,
“ que fi le czar reghroit la Jucceffion en faveur de fa fille, il
$¢ faudroit bien que ceux qui voudroient. fe lier avec lui de
“ fon vivant, promiffent de la maintenir aprés fa mort,
« aprés laquelle toutefais il arriveroit vrayfcmblablcment
"% de cette difpofition comme fi elle n ’avoit jamais exifté.”
Extra& of a letter from Sir Luke Schaube to Lord Car-
teret, dated Paris Jan. 20, 1722.
% Ce que les ‘miniftres Mofcovites difoient au Monf.
% de Campredon que le czar voulut fe procurer une gav
t« rantie pour la fucceffion @ fes etats de la maniere qu’il f¢
& propofe de Petablir, paroit fort fingulier, &c. Par rapport
 alexclufion de fon petit-fils en fa‘vcur de fa fille, fanis.mar~

% quer
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during the minority of Peter II.; excluded
from that council after having only once
taken her feat, by the .defpotifm of prince
Menzikof, whom the herfelf had promoted
~with .all her influence; driven from Ruffia
by the mandate of that arrogant minifter ; fhe
retired with her hufband to Kiel; where fhe
died in 1728, in the 22d year of her age, and

leaving one fon, the unfortunate Peter III.
" Her coufin the emprefs Anne*, fecond
daughter of Ivan Alexievitch, lies interred in
' the

« quer en méme temps 2 quel prince il la deftine.” Ex-
traét from a letter of Lord Carteret to the Cardma.l du
Bois, dated Jan. 1721-2.

The decree which he iffued in February, 1722, feemed a
prelude to this appointment, which was probably prevented .
by the fuddennéfs of his death.

Catharine L. was no lefs inclined to ap')omt |Annc her
fucceflor, and a ftrong party was formed in her favour,
but that emprefs was prevented from following her inclina-
tions in this inftance by the fhortnefs of her reign, and the
danger of excluding Peter Alcxievitch ; who, as the grand-
fon of Peter the Great, was fupported by a ftill mdre pow-
erful party.

* « The czarina is about my height, but a very large-
¢« made woman, very well fhaped,for her fize, and eafy and
« graceful in her perfon. She has a brown complexion, black
“« haxr, dark and blue eyes; fhe has an awfulnefs in her coun
« tenance that ftrikes you at firft fight; but when fhe
¢ fpeaks, the has a finile about her mouth that is inexpreflibly
“ fwcet.  She talks a good deal to every body, and has fuch

« an
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the fame cathedral. She was widow of the

duke of Courland; and refided at Mittau,
when fhe was unexpeltedly called’ to take’

pofleffion of .the empire. Upon the death of
Peter IL. without iflue, the fceptre, according
4o Catharine’s will, ought to have reverted to
her grandfon, afterwards Peter III. fon of
Anne of Holftein ; but as hereditary right was
abolifhed . by, Peter’s decree ; and no fucceffor
was appointed by Peter II. a privy council of
feven nobles, in whom the regal power was
vefted at the deceafe of the emperor, formed a
plan for limiting the enormous prerogative
of the ciown; leaving the title and pomp of
royalty to the reigning monarch, but referv-

ing to themfelves the whole fupreme autho-
rity. Having, according to this proje,
drawn up certain conditions to be ratified by
the future fovereign, they chofe the princefs
Anne in preference to the family of Peter. the
Great, and to her eldeft fifter Catharine .of
. Mecklenburgh, becaufe, having no legal claim,

« an affability in her addrefs, that you feem talking to an
% equal ; and yet fhe does not, for one moment, drop the
« dlgmty of a fovereign. She feems to have great huma-
- % pity3 and is, I think, what one would call a fine agree-
& able woman, were fhe a private perfon.” Letters by 2

from Ruffia.
Lady from Rull the
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. fhe would more feadily be induced to agree
to dny terms which might fecuré hef the
fucceffion. Anné figned the afticles without
hefitation, only for the purpofe of breaking
them with greater faCLhty ; and fhe had fcarce-
ly arrived at Mofcow before the was enabled,
by the affiftance of the guards, td annul the
.a& of renunciation; to diffolve the privy
council itfelf; and to re-affume the imperial
aathority in as unlimited a.form, as it had
ever been enjoyed by aiy of her predeceflors.
This emprefs refigned herfelf * implicitly to
the dire@tion of Biren, 4 native of Courland ; .
who, from the loweft extracion, had rifen to
be abfolute favourite of his thiftrefs, and re<
gulated all her councils with the moft arbi-
trary {way. -Anne has generally been cenfur-
ed for-her feverity ; and is faid to have ruled
the I&ufﬁﬂns with the knoot in he hand.
But the cruelties, which tarnithed h)sr reign,
muft bé attributed to .the brutal temper of
Biren. The emprefs ‘herfelf was naturally
of an humane difpofition : fhe frequently op-
pofed the fanguinary meafures of her favour-
ite; anhd in vain  endeavoured to foften his
imercilefs difpofition, by fubmitting frequently
to intreaties, and interceding, even with' tears,
t fof
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for the unfortunate obje&s of his refentment *:
But, in -effe@, ‘the fovereign who permits
cruelties' is, and ought to be, equally guilty
in the eyes of the world with the fovereign
‘who tommands them; and pof’centy juftly
imputes to. the miftrefs the vices of ‘the fer-
vant, who 1is- uncontronled in his abufe of
power. Anne died on the 17th of O&ober,
1740, after having nominated for her fuccef-
for her nephew Ivan, then an infant; with a
view of prolonging the reign of Biren, whem
fhe appointed regent during the minority of
that emperor.,

As 1 viewed the tomb of Elizabeth ; Ire~
colleCted the motley chara&er of that indolent
and voluptuous emprefs, who, by the revo-
Intion of 1741, renewed in her perfon the line

. ¥ & Taj &€ prefént,” writes count Munic, <lorfque
©® Pimpératrice pleuroit 2 chaudes larmes fur ce que Biron
“ fulminoit & menacoit de ne vouloir plus fervir fi Pim-
« pératrice ne facrifioit Volintki & ainfi: dcs autres.”
~ Ebauche, &c. p. 119, :
Mrs. Vigor fays of her, “I have often fcen her melt.
% into tears at a melancholy flory, and fhe fhews fuch
® unaffefted horror at any mark of cruelty, that her mind
“ to me feems compofed of the moft amiable qualities thae
¢« I have ever obferved in any one perfon; which feems &
« particular mark of the goodnefs of Providence, as fhe is
& polfefled of fuch power.”  Letters from Ruflia, p. 89-

‘oft
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of Peter the Great upon the throne of Ruffia;
Ehzabeth was born in 1709 ; and; when ar-
rived at years of matur‘xty, was extremely ad-
mired for her great perfonal attraGions *.

Her beauty, as well as her rank and larore
dowry, -occafioned feveral offers, none- of
which, however, took place, and fhe died
fingle. During the life, of her father Peter I
a negotiation had commenced “for her mar-
riage with Louis XV, but although not feri~

¥ Mis, Vigor thus deferibes the perfon of Eli zabeth in
the 24th year of her age. ¢ 'The priiicefs Elizabeth, who
« is, you know, a daughter of Peter I is very handfome.
« She is very fair, with light brown hair, large fprightly
« blue eyes, fine teeth, and a pretty mouth. She is inclin-
« able to be fat, but is very genteel, and dances better than
« any one I ever faw. She fpeaks German, Freuich, and
« Italian; is extremely £y, and talks to every, pody, in a
« very.proper manner, in the cxrcle, but hates the ceres
& mony of a court.”’

And again, % She has an affubility and fweetpefs of be-
<« haviour... that mfenﬁbly infpires love and refpedt. In-
« public the has an unaffeted gaicty, and a certain air of
« gnddmefs, that feem entirely to poffefs her whole mind ;
< but in private I have heard her talk in fuch a ftrain of
« good fenfe and fteady reafoning, that I am perfuaded the
« other behaviour is a feint; but fhe feems eafy: Ifay’
< feems, for who knows the heart ! In fhort, fhe is an ami-
« able creature; and though I think the throne very wor~
« thily filled, yet I cannot help withing fhe were to be the
« fucceflor at leaft” Letters from Ruffia, p. 73 and 76.

. | oufly
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oufly adopted by the court of France; it was
never relinquithed until the. daughter of Sta-
niflaus, titular king of Poland, was publicly
-affianced to the young monarth. By the
will of Catharine, Elizabeth was betrothed to
:Charles Auguftus, bithop of Lubeck, duke of
.Slefwick and Holftein, and brother to the late
king of Swede¢n; but he died before the com-
pletion of the ceremony. In the reign of
Peter II. fhe was demanded by Charles Mar-
grave of Anfpach; in 1741, by the Perfian
tyrant Kouli Khan; and at the time of the
revolution the regent Anne endeayoured to.
force her to efpoufe printe Louis of Brunf-
wick, for whom fhe entertained a fettled aver-
fion*. From the period of her acceffion
the renounced all thoughts -of the connubial
ftate, and adopted her nephew Peter. Her
diflike to marriage, however, certainly did
not proceed from any difinclination . to man;
for the would freely and frequently own to-
her confidents, that {he was nevér happy but
when fhe was in love-; if we may dignify

* See Manftein’s Memoirs, p. 25. 285. 300.

+ « Elle étoit voluptueufe & ’excés, née de fan_g vo-'
¢ luptueux, & elle difoit fouvent i fes confidentes, qu’elle
« n’étoit contente que tant qu’elle étoit amoureufe; mais

« elle étoit avec cela fort inconftante & changeoit fouvent
« de favoris.” Ebauche, &c. p. 170. _
. by

Vor. 1L “ -k
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by that name a capricious paflion ever chang-
ing its obje&t. The fame chara@eriftic warmth
of temper hurried her no lefs to the extremes
of devotion: fhe was fcrupulouﬂy exat in
her annaal confeffions of the wanderings of
her heart ; in exprefling the utmoft contrition 3
and in pun¢tually adhering both in public and
private to the minuteft ceremonies and ordi-
nances of the church.

. With r'efpe& to her difpofition and turn of
mind ; fhe is generally ftyled the humane
Elizabeth, as fhe made a vow upon her ac-
ceffion to infli& no capital punithments *
during her reign; and is reported to have
fhed tears upon the news of every victory gained
by her troops, from the fefle¢tion that it could
not have been obtained without great blood{hed.
But although no criminal was formally. exe-
cuted in public ;. yet the fate prifons werg
filled with wretched. fufferers, many of lwhom,
unheard 6f and unknown, perifhed in damp
and - unwholefome dungeons : the flate inqui-.
fition, or fecret committee, appointed to judge
perfons fufpeted of high treafon, had con-
ftant occupation during her reign ; many upon

* See Remarks on her celebrated edi@, which abolithed
capital punifhments, in the chapter on’the Penal Laws of

Ruffia in the next volume,, »
' the
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the {lighteft furmifes were tortured in fecret;
many underwent the knoot, and expired under
the inflition. But the tranfaction which
~ reflects the higheft difgrace upon her reign,
was the public punithment of two ladies of
> fathion ; the countefles Beftuchef and Lapoo-
kin: each received fifty ftrokes. of the knoot’
in the open fquare of Peterfburgh; their
‘tongues were cut out; and they were banifh-
-ed into Siberia. One of thefe ladies, Madame
Lapookln, efteemed the handfome{’c woman
in Ruffia, was accufed of carrying on a fecret
cprrefpondencc with the French embaflador’s
but her real crime was her having commented
too freely on the emprefs’s amours. Even
the mere relation of fuch an affeCting fcene,
as that of a woman of great beauty and high
rank publicly expofed and fcourged by the
common executioner, muft excite the ftrongeft
emotions of horror; and forbid us to venerate:
the memory of a pfincefs, who, with fuch
"little regard to_ her own'fex, could iffue thofe
barbarous commands. But let us lament the
inconfiftency of human nature; and in con-
fidering the charaer of Elizabeth, let us not:
deny that her heart, perhaps naturally benevo-
lent, was occafionally corrupted by power,
and fteeled with fufpicion; and that although

Z2 . mercy
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mercy might predominate whenever it did not
interfere with her paffions and prejudices;
yet the by no means deferves .the appella-
tion of humane, the moft noble * attribute
-of a fovereign, 'when it interpofes to temper
and mitigate the feverity of juftice. - Eliza-
beth died in 1761, in the twenty-firft year of
her reign, and in the 53d of her age: the
expired in December, the famc month ‘in
which fhe was born, and in which fhe acceded"
to the throne.

In the fortrefs is a fmall arfenal, whxch )
among other military ftores, contains forge
antient cannon, caft in the middle. of the fix-
teenth century under the reign of Ivan Vaffi-
lievitch 1I. and which I was furprized to
find of fuch good wokaanﬂnp I had oc-
cafion to ,mention in a former chap{er, that
the art of Caﬁ:mg cannon was introduged into-
Ruffia under Ivan Vaﬁihewtch I. by Ariftotle,

* rI was mformed from undoubted authority, t]':z;t it was
impoffible to obtain Elizabeth’s confent for the pxecutlon
of a flon who had even committed the moft horrid fpecies
of premeditated murder, and that the mafter of the police
ufed fecretly to order the executioner to knoot to death thofe
delinquents who were found guilty of the moft atrocious
crimes; It is a pity that fhe did not referve her humanity,

which in this inftance was cruelty to her people, for more-
ere&abIe objeds.
of
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of Bologna. Ivan.IL did not fail to imitate
the example of his grandfather in procuring,
by means of foreign artifts, the beft artillery ;
and it is to this judicious policy that both thefe -
monarchs were chiefly indebted for their fuc--
.cefles in war; and for the conqueft of feveral
provinces, which they annexed to their he-'-
reditary’ dorninions, .

In a feparate building of the fortrefs is the :
mint. The gold and filver are fent from thes
mines of Siberia, and the feparation is per-
formed in this laboratory. We furveyed the
“whole PlOCCfS from the firft {fmelting of the
ore to tlie coining. Among the ﬁlve1 we ob~
ferved a large quantity of Dutch dollars,.
which were melting down in order to be re~
coined in roubles. Peter I. wanting filver
_for the new coinage, iffued out a decree, that
all the cuftoms fthould be paid in Dutch dol-e
lars : at prefent half the dutics are fiil dif-
charged in that money by all foreign mcr-
.chants, excepting the Englith, who are ex-
empted by treaty. But as the gold and filver
obtained from the mines of Siberia, with the
addition of the dollars, are by no means fuf-
ficient for the money in circulation; a con-
fiderable quantity of both thefe metals is an-

nually nnported The coinage, in its prefent
Z 3 debafed
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debafed ftate, muft be very advantageous, as
in the gold there' is fo much alloy, that a
profit of 48 per cent. is gained, and in the
"filver of 37 %, This ftate of the Ruffian
money renders ufelefs the prohibition againft
exporting it; and is productive of one mif-
chievous effe&, that it promotes the contra-
band introdu&ion of falfe coin from foreign
countries, upon which a confiderable profit is
gcquired.. - ‘

Among the’ remarkable objes in the mint,
the machine for ftamping’ the coin deferves to
be mentioned ; becaufe it was invented by her
prefent majefty, and is efteemed a very ingeni-
ous and fimple piece of mechanifm.

Within the fortrefs. ‘is a-four-oared boat,
fecured, with great veneration, in a brick
building; and preferved as a memorial to
future ages of its being the origin of the
Ruffian fleet.- Peter I. ufed to call it the
Little Grandfire; and, in the latter part of
his reign, ordered it to"be tranfported to Pe-

* See Effai fur le commerce de Rufie, C, X, where
the reader will find a very accurate ftate of the Ruilian
coinage, in which the difference of the prefent money
" from that of the former reigns is laid down, as I was in-
formed from good duthority, with great exalinefs, p. 254—
255+

terfburgh :
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| terfburcrh it was conducted in folem~1 pro-
ceﬁion, in order to excite the admiration of the

people, and held up that they might compare |

in what condition e.had found the marine,

and to what perfetion he had brought it.

The hiftory of this little boat is worthy of-

notice ; not only as }t comprehends the firft

rife of the navy, but becaufe, during the

courfe of this narrative,. I fhall be enabled to

» point out fundry errors which have been ad-
vanced by feveral hiftorians of Peter the

Great ;. and which, if not duly correGed, will

be confecrated by time, and admitted =s

tnithis.

I fhall begin by remarking; that there is

" pot the leaft foundation for' the report * that
Peter

* I’Evefque has adopted this notion, and he cites for
his authority a Hiftory of Peter the Great in the Sclavo-
nian tongue, firft printed at Venice, and republifhed at
Peterfburgh, with notes, by prince Sherebatof. He feems
to cite from the text, and not from the notes, But I ma
venture to contradi¢t this notion from the undoubted au-
thority of General Patrick Gordon, cited by Mr. Muller,
"in his Nachricht von der Urfpung, &c. in Journ. of St. Pet,
for 1778, p. 241.

General Gordon a native of Scotland was born in 163 5

having ferved with glory in_ the Swedifh and Polifh armies,
he entered into the Ruflian fervice in 1661, in which he

continued to the end of his life. He wrote his Joumal in
Zy4 the
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Peter wis naturally afraid of the water ; and °
that he had the utmoft difficulty in furmount-
mg this averfion: on the contrary, he feerns
to have always exprefled a- ftrong attachment
to that element. The boat, which has given
rife to this detail, was conﬁru&ed during the
reign of Alexty chhaelowtch by KarﬁenS'
Brandt, a Dutch fhipwright, whom Alexdy
Michaelovitch had invited into Ruffia. Pe-

the Englifh tongue : it is now in the archives at Mofcow,
and has never been printed. Mr. Muller, who las made
great ufe of it in fome of his writings, propofed to exjract
and. publith all the circumftances rclating to Ruffia; but,
to the great regret of all lovers of hlﬁory, has Leen pre-
vented by other occupatxons from carrying hlS defign into
execution.

I findy from Bachmeifters Ruﬂ' Blb] for 1782, that a
German tranflation of it is given in Part. IV. of the Jour-
nal of §t. Peterfburgh for 1782, Wthh I have) not yet
feen. '

Gordon died in 1699, fo much regretted by the tzar,
that, to ufe the words of his relation, « His majefty vifited
¢« him five times during his illnefs, was prefent the, moment
¢ he expired, and fhut his eyeq.wnh his own hand.” '

The fame author alfo fays of him, greatly to his honour,
“ Genera! Gordon was a fober man, in a country where
<« drinking is mych in fafhion ; and though he ufed-to be
¢« much in the tzar’s company, his majefty, knowing his
¢ inclinations, would never allow him to be urged. He
< was ever mindful of his bufinefs, and did great fervice to
¢« the Ruffian nation.” Goftdon’s Hift, of Peten the Great,
vol. I p. 137, 138.

ter,
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ter *, about the year 1691, accidentally feeing
this boat at a village near Mofcow, inquired
why it was built in 2 different manner from
all thofe which he had hitherto obferved :
Timmerman, a forcigner, who taiight him
fortification, and to whom he addreffed the
queftion, informed him that it was a veflel 4
fo contrived as to' go againft the wind. Peter’s
curiofity was, roufed by this intelligence, and
Brandty who was ftill in Ruffia, being inftant-
ly fummoned, repaired it without delay, pro-
vided it with a maft and rigging, and, having
launched it upon the Yaufa, failed in it, to-
the furprize and aftonifhrhent of the young
tzar, who immediately embarked in it himfelf,
and, under the diretion of Brandt, foon learned
 the management of the veffel.

Having repeated thefe experiments upon the

Yaufa, as well as upon a neighbouring lake,
to which it was tranfported, he ordered Brandt

* This part is taken from L’Evefque, who cites for his .
authority the Life of Peter, by the archbifhop Theophanes,
with notes, by prince Sherebatof. Hift. de Ruffie, vol. IV,
p. 111, '

'+ L’Evefque fays; from the authori'ty of Prince Shere-,
batof, that it was une chaloupe Angloife; but we muft
prefer the authority of General Gordon, who informs us

.it was built by Brandt. Perhaps Timmerman might think
it an Englifh ve(lel,

to
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to buid a yacht * upon'the banks of the
Molkva, which was launched in 1691 ; and
in which Peter embarked and failed as far as
Columna. Animated with the fuccefs of this
expedition, he commanded the fame .fhip-
wright to conftru&, upon the lake of Periflaf,
feveral {mall veffels carrying guns; in which
the tzar failéd on the 8th of February, the 3d
of March, and the sth of April, of the fol-
fowing year. On the ift of May another
veflel was launched; and on the gth Peter
returned to Mofcow. ‘The death of Brandt,
which foon followed, feems to have interrupted
the increafe of this little fleet; but did not
prevent Peter from continuing his expeditions
upon the lake. The followmg extraés, from
General Gordon’s Journal, will fhow with
~ what' eagernefs the young .monarch! purfucd
his new. occupatlon “when fuch tri mg inci-
dents as.weighing anchor, and failing 'acrofs a
lake, are mrcumﬁantmlly recorded.

“ Gordon went on"the 11th of Auguft to
‘ Pereflaf'; on the 14th he was entertained in
“ due form and ceremony on board of the'

* From_hence I follow ihqplicit]y Muller’s Psxtra&s
from General Gotdon’s Journal.

b’ ' ¢ admiral’s
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« admiral’s * fhip; on the 18th,” he adds,
< we failed from one fide of the lake to the
s« oppofite bank; on the 21ft we got under
«¢ way, and failed to the other fide, where we
« again came to an anchor; on the 24th
»« Gordon attended the tzar on fhip-board;
“ on the 28th we departed from Pereflaf; and
“ on the 31ft reached Alexeyffk,” But as the
limits of a, lake were become too confined
for the rifing ambition of the tzar, he hurried
to Archangel, where he arrived in the month’
of June, 1693. ¢ On the 17th,” fays Gor-
don, “ the poft brought the news that the
¢ tzar Had been upon the White Sea, and
“ was happily arrived into port; and on the
“ 11th of O&ober he came back to Mofcow.
¢ In the beginning of May, 1694, he returned
to Archangel ; and continued in thofe parts
until September; during which time he
made frequent expeditions upon the fea, and
“ improved his knowledge of navigation.”
Thefe little adventures, which {eemed no--
thing more than mere youthful amufements,
were, however, foon afterwards produttive of

the moft glorious event that diftinguithed the

[{
&

€<

* Mi. Muller conje&ures that Le Fort was the admiral,
of this little fguadron,

. | ' - reign
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reign of Pcter. When the tzar, in his cam-
paign of 1695 againft the Turks, befieged
" Azof, he found it nnpoﬂ"lblc to take the town
without blocking up the harbour ; and as he
did not at, that time poflefs onc thip, he was
compelled to raife the fiege.

. His {pirit being excited, rathe; than extin-
guithed, by this difappointment, he gave or-~
ders for the immediate conftru@tion of feveral
veflels : fome were framed at Occa, and tranf-
ported over land to the Don ; but the .greateft
part were built at Veronetz. In lefs than a
year he renewed the fiege of Azof ; and brought
"before it, to the infinite furprize of thé¢ Turks,
two men of war, 23 gallies, two galleots, and
four fire-thips *. With this little fquadron,
which failed down the Don into the Black
Sea, he Dblockaded the harbour ; gained a naval
viGory over the Turkith galhes, nd took
Azof. He fignalided this WOnderijl event
by a triumppal entry into Mofcow, and by a
medal reprefcntmg the taking of Azof, with
a '‘motto in Ruffian, ¢ Victor by thunder and
“ the waves.” This fuccefs was only the
prelude to fill greater, atchievements ; and as
the fecunty\of his new conquefts upon the

* S, R G. vol. IL p. 226,
Black
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Black Sea feemed to depend upon a powerful.
navy; the tzar having colle¢ted from all quar-
ters the moft expert ﬂnp builders, and himfelf
fuperintended the neceffary preparations at
Veronetz, Azof, and Taganroc, fet out upon
his firft expedition into foreign parts. In 1699,
foon after his return, he was prefent at a
naval review upon the Black Seca, in which
ten frigates.were engaged, the largeft carry-
ing fifty, and the fimalleft twenty-fix guns *:
and the Ruflian navy, in the harbours of the
Euxine, conftru&ted and upon the flocks, is
defcribed, only three years after the firft prepa~
rations, as conlifting of nine fhips of 6o guns,
ten of §0, ten of 48, two of 42, fourteen of
34, twoof 32, three of 30, one of 26, one of
24, four of 18, three of i4, and four of 8
guns; befide 18 triremes, 100 brigantines,
and jo0 boats in the Dnieper. This ftupen-
dous account would be almoft incredible if it
was not recorded by the fecretary + to, the

B Auftrian:

* 5. R. G, vol. IL. p. 183. :

+ Korb Diarium. The reader will find, in p. 236, a

catalogue of the names of all thefe veflels, together with

»

the breadth, length, depth, number of guns, and comple- °

ment of men,

Le Bruyn, who was at Veronetz in 1403, mentions the _

ﬁuppmg in the following words: “With regard to the
' ¢ fhips
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Auftrian embafly, then refident at Mofcow.
Xt is fcarcely paralleled by the naval exertions -
of the Romans in the firft Punic war. _

'The rapidity with which Peter created his
fleet for the Black Sca, was equalled by fimi-
Iar exertions upon' the Baltic after the acqui-
fition of Cronftadt and the foundation of
Peterfburgh. But to refurn to the boat which
occafioned this digreflion, and which, acgord-

« Thips here, we faw fifteen in the water, four men of war,
4 the biggeft of 54 guns, three vittuallers, two fire-fhips,
« and fix bomb-ketches. On fhore, and ready to be*
¢ launched, were five men of war, after the Dutch fathion,
« from 60 to 64 guns, two after the Italian from 50 to 54,
& a galeals after the Venetian, and four gallies, befides 17
« gallies at Siefofskie, two verfts from the town. Befides
< all this, they were at work upon five men of war after
« the “Englith built, two bored for 74 guns, and two for
« 60 or 64 5 the fifth, which is called after his majefty, be-
« caufe he had the dtreé’aon of her upon thef ftocks, is
« bored for 86 guns. " They were at work alfo upon a
« packet-boat ; and alhore, on the other fide of the river,
“« were about 200 bngantmes, moft of them built 4t Vero-
<« fis ; and at this time there were 400 ftout brigantines
“ upon the Nicper, and the Boryfthenes, in the neigh-
« bourhood of Crim Tartary ; and 300 flat-bottomed veflels'
'« upon the Volga; befides 18 men of war at Afoph, 2
« bomb vem.l, and a yacht. The czar has feveral other
« fhips, the largeft of which is of 66 guns, four from 41.
« to 50, five of 36, two of 34, and others fmaller, the
& leaft of 28 guns.” Le B;uyr{s Travcls, vol. L. p. 62.

ing
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ing to Peter I. was the original caufe of the
Ruffian navy. - In 1723 Peter, at the clofe of
-the Perfian expedition, ordered it to be tranf~
-ported from Mofcow to the new ‘metropolis;
and gave a public entertainment, which was
.called the Confecration of the Little Grandfire.
The fleet, confifting of twenty-feven men of
war, was ranged at Cronftadt in the form of
an half-moon, when his majefty embarked in
this boat, himfelf fteering, while three admi-
rals and prince Mentchlkof performed the
oftice’ of rowers: being then towed by two
-ﬂoops, it made a fmall circuit in the Gulf;,
and, retdrning by the fleet, the fhips, as it °
pafled along, ftruck their flags and faluted with
all their guns; wh;le the Lzz‘z‘le Grandfire re-
turned each falute by a difcharge of three fmall
pieces. It was then brought into the har-
bour, and furrounded by the men of war, A
few days afterwards the Little Grandfire was
conveyed to St. Peterfburgh, where its arrival
.was folemnized by a mafquerade upon the.
water *. This memorable beat, freighted with
the emperor, proceeded to the fortrefs, and
was conducted, . Peter himfelf aflifting in the
ceremony ; under the difcharge of all the ar-

* Confett’s prefent State of Ruffia, p. 218.
?ulery’
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- tillery, to the place where ‘it now remains.
- enfhrined as a memorial to pofterity.

From the fortrefs we took water ; and Jand-
ed at an adjacent {pot in the ifland of Peterf:
burgh, near a wooden hovel, which is digni-
fied by its having ferved for the habitation
of Peter the Great while the fortrefs was con-
ftructing. * It full exifts in its original ftate ;
. and ftands under a brick bulldmg, purpofely
ereCed to preferve it from deftru@ion. The
hotfe is a ground floor, with only three rooms,
which I had the curiofity to meafure. They
are but eight feet in height: the apartmens
for the reception of company, as it was called,
is 15 feet fquare; the dining-room is 15 by
12; and the bed-chamber ten feet fquare,
Near this houfe is another four-oared boat, the
work of Peter’s own hands, and"which has
been erroneouﬂy called the Lzz‘tle Grandfire
an honourableappellation due Only to that
juft defcribed,

CHAP..
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. é H A P VI.

- Congelation of Quickfilver.—~Dr. Guthrie’s ex-
periments to afcertain the [freezing point
of mercury, and to prove that the purity or

. $mpurity of the mercury by no means affects
"« #s congelation,

S the curious experiment of freezing
quickfilver was firft difcovered at Pe-.
tedburgﬁ by Profeflor Braun, I was greatly
defirous of being a witnefs to the repetition of
the fame procefs; particularly as many doubts
had been entertained by feveral philofophers,
concerning the real congelation of pure quick-
filver, and I had frequent opportunities of fee-
ing this ph®nomenon during a feries of expe-
riments made by Dr. Guthrie, phyfician to the
* Imperial Corps de Cadets. .
Having inferted a tube containing fome
quickfilver in a mixture of fnow and fpirit of
nitre, he took it out in about ten minutes, and
placed it in a fecond mixture; and in about
five minutes the quickfilver was perfely con-
geled. The tube being broken, the quickfilver
- ¥er. I, . Aa appeared

()
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appeared in a folid mafs like a ball of filver,
and being ftruck with a hammer was flattened
. into twice its extenfion. before it broke ‘and
liquefied. A '
. But as the hammer was much warmeér than
the frozen quickfilver, it ‘immediately melted”
the parts which it touched, feeming to have
the fame effe&t -upon-the mercury s a warm
iron would have upon wax. ' I defired, there-
“'fore, Dr. Guthrie to place the. hammer.alfo ir”
the freezing mixture, fo as to acquire.the fame
degree of cold as'the frozen quickfilver. * An-
other portion of quickfilver heing congeled by
the fame procefs as before, I took out the ham-
mer, and ftruck the folid mafs of quickfilver as
hard as I could; it refifted the ftroke, and yielded
a dead found ‘like lead ; T ftruck it again, and
made a fmall dent; a third time, and made a
larger dént, until it gradually extended and
flattened -under. the hammer, fepara éd like an
amalgama of the confiftence of chéefe, and foon
liquefied.
To me the congclatxon of qmckﬁlver was
a matter.of mere curiofity ; but' the doCtor's
experiments. tended not only to prove its ab-
folute congelation, but likewife to afcertain
" exa@ly the freezing point, and to fhew, con-
trary to the opinion of feveral philofophers,
that
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that the purity or’impurity of the mercury did
not in any wife affeét the fuccefs of .the expe..
rimient.

As the fubje& is in jtfelf extremely curious,
and rendered ftill more interefting by the very
*able treatife publithed by Dr. Blagden', Secre-
tary of the Royal Society, in_the Philofophical
Tranfa&ions, on the Hiftory of the Congela-
tion of Quickfilver, I fhall here infert a fum-
"mary account of the experiments and obferva-
tions communicated by Dr. Guthrie himfelf.
I (hiall only add, that I myfelf wis witnefs to
moft of the experiments mentxoned in the fol.
lowing account .

« Mr. Jofeph Adam Braun, Profeflor of
the Imperial Academy of Sciences of St. Pe-
terfburgh, difcovered, in December 1759, that
mercury might be rendered folid by means of
artificial cold ; and fince that time it has been
congeled in' fevere wintérs by the cold of the
‘atmofphere in the northern countries of both .
the old and new continent. ‘

¢ This congelation of mercury by the na-
tural cold, renders the knowledge of its freez-
ing point a matter of great importance to the
natural hiftory of the earth as well as of man,
as by determining the degree of cold neceffary

Aaz . 0
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to effect this bhaenomenon, we fhall be. able
to form an eftimaté of thé real degreé of cold
obtaining in the countries near the poles, and
‘Lonfequently of the power inherent in living
animals to reﬁﬂ: it. Until lately ¢ our ideds on
this fubje@ were confufed and erroneous. " The -
experunents and obfervations of. the moft able

naturalifts in diffefent parts of Europe and

America were orily of partxal ufe to natural

hiftory and phyfics, by giving 4 place to mer-
cury amongft the malleable metals, -and by

demonﬁratmg that there is nothmg effentially

fluid in its nature, but that it is a metal

which melts with a lefs degree of heat than

the others. -

“ But fhll the phllofopher was not mformed
what reliance he could place on the mer-
curial - thermometer towards determmmg the
“cold of climates, as the motions ﬂf the quick-
filver “appeared by, thofe very expernnents ex-
tremely irregular “in the lower parts of the'
fcale, falling many degrees i in an mﬁant, and
after it had defcended below a Certain pomt’
finkiiig fuddenly into the bulb, and thereby
indicating (if any conclufion could be ‘drawn
from its defcent) " that ‘the animals of *the -
northern” countries. could refift ‘the a;‘hon of
cold fome hundred degrees below the freezing

point
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point of water. - This fuppofition ftaggered
the faith of many philofophers, and made them
anxious that the matter thould be more fally
inveftigated. Accordingly the Royal Somety
of London defired its members refiding in cold
countries to turn their attention towards deter-
‘mining the point of congelation of mercury,
and to remark the defcent of the mercury in.
the thermometer during the procefs from the
freezmg pomt of water to that of mercury, in
order fo form a Juﬁer notion of the real con-
‘traéhon of that metal. But it was not till
Jately that light was thrown upon the fubje&,
by a courfe of experiments made at the defiie
of the Royal Society, by Mr. Hutchms, go-
vernor of Hudfon’s Bay, who l‘CCClVCd excel-
lent mﬁrué’uons from Mr Cavendith, and
Dr. .B]gck_ profeflor of chymiftry in the uni-
verfity of EdinBurgh Thefe dire@ions, and,
an apparatus made in London for the purpofe,
enabled the governor to perceive, that the
fudden and confiderable defcent which' takes
place in the lower parts of the thermometer,
when expofed to’great cold, happens from the
,contra&lon of the metal in its frozen ftate, and
.does not affec the regulanty and Juﬁnefs of
its contra&lon whxlﬁ it remains fluid. T his
great point was prmmpally afcertained by

Aajg ' means
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means of a fpirit thermometer, which was
found not to freeze as foon as the mercury,
and thereby indicated the degrec -of cold pro-
duced by his frigorific mixture; when the
mercurial thermometer ceafed to meafure it
on account of its contration on beconiing
folid.

¢ In order to prove,. that the defcent of the
mercury in the thermometer was derived from
this new-difcovered principle, namely, .the
contraction of this metal in freezing, and to
try whether pure mercury required a greater
degree of cold to freeze it than adulterated
mercury, I made the following experiments
with the following forts of mercury :

« 1, I procured from Mr. Winterberger, a
famous chymift. of - St. Peterfburgh the pureft
mercury known' to chymifts, viz. revivified
from calomel by filings of iron. 2. Frqm Dr.
Pallas, native, mereury, colle@ed in' 'a mine
where no other metal is found but a little
iron. 3. Common barometer rnercury, fur-
nithed by Mr.' Morgan, an Englith optician at
Peter(buigh; juft as he rccewed it from Eng-
land for filling his inftruments. 4. Six’
drachms of common mercury, which I adul-
terated by diffolving in 1t a quarter of a grain
of tin foil.

¢ I procured
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« I procured alfo fome thermometers made
with great care and accuracy by Mr. Morgan, -
filled with the fame purified mercury, N° 1.
for the exprefs purpofe of thefe experiments ;
alfo one with highly retified fpirits of wine,

diftilled by Mr, Winterberger. ‘

“ Adjoined is a drawing of the apparatus I
employed in thefe experiments, and whith .
was fuggeﬁed to me by my learned friend
Dr. Black :*it differs from that employed by
Mr. Hutchins in being more fimple, and con-
fequently the mercury eafier to be examined
during the procefs of congelation. It confifts
of a ha!f pint water-glafs C, wrapped round’
with’ coarfe flannel, and filled with fumipg
{pirit of nitre and fnow to produce artificial
cold; a g}afs tube B, of about half an inch
diameter, containing a little mercury to be
frozcn, and in this tube is inferted a thermo-
meter A, fo that'its bulb is buried in the
mercury, but no part of the ftem: the tube
and thermometer thus arranged, are placed in
the above-mentioned watcr-glafs, containing
the freezing mixture. :

« December the 22d, 1784. Inacalm clear
evening, Reaumur’s thermometer at 17 de-:
grees below O, after having expofed the ap-

paratus on a table in my court-yard (where
"Aag , I male
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I made my experiments) for two hours, to
acquire the temperature of the atmofphere,
I poured a little of the purified mercury,
N° 1, into. the glafs tube, and having inferted -
a thermometer filled with the fame purified
mercury, fo that its bulb was covered with,
_the mercury in the tube, I placed them in the
witer-glafs, filled with. the fre€zing mixture,
and ‘in fix minutes tranfported them into 3
‘fecond, with fimilar -contents ; the -mercury-in
four minutes more became folid, and when 1
drew out the thermometer, w1th the frozen,
mercury {urrounding its bulb in the form of a
folid cylinder, it ftood at 323 degre :s. below
O. Pereeiving, however, a little fluid mer-.
cury ftill remaining in the tube, I immediately
replaced the thermometer with the mercury.
adhering to its bulb, and in a few minutes the
mercury rofe about half a degree ; when draw-
ing it up.a fecond: time, -1 found th¥ mercury
was melted, and the_bulb quite free-from -it.
Now. this-experiment appeared decifive, that
the freczmg point of pure mercury is-at 32 %
degrees below O on this thermometer ; ‘for ‘as
there remained a little mercury ftill fluid in the
tubc, there feems to have been only produced
fufficient cold to freeze it, and as on its rifing
Jhalf -2 degree the mercury became fluid, the
pomt
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point of congelatlon feems to be accurately de-
termined, '
« Second experiment.~~On the gth January,.
1785, between ‘the hours.of fix and half paft
feven in the evening, T made the: following -
experiments in prefence of Mr, Epinus, M.
Coxe, and other gentlemen; I inferted the-
mercurial thermometer ufed in the laft ex-
periment in a portion of the puriﬁ'cd mer-
sury, N° 1; and placed ithem in the cold,
mixture : the thermometer fell ﬂowly to 32 §,
and was there ftationary fome time, whillt we
perceived the -mercury in -the tube freezmg
round the fides of it, fo as ‘to produce a coat-
ing like tin foil in -the Leyden phial ; -and-on
tranfporting it to afecond glafs of -cold mix<
ture, the thermometer fell in five minutes to
36 degrees, where it remained fationary during
the time it continued in the mixture. *"What
was very remarkable in this experiment, the
mercury in the thermometer was ftill fluid,
although its bulb was frozen into that con-
tamcd in the tube ; for on reverfing the inftru.
ment, the mercury ran out of -the bulb into
the ftem. Now, here is a proof . that mercury
may be cooled 31 degrees below its freezing
point without becoming-folid.
' ¢ Third
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« Third experiment with native mercury.—
It having been lately afferted, that a thermo-
meter, filled with highly recified fpirits of
wine, is better calculated to determine the-
freezing point of mercury, than one filled.
with the fame metal, becaufe it refifts con-
gelation longer, I plunged the {pirit thermo-
meter into the tube..containing the native
mercury. Having placed the’ apparatus in
‘the glals with the refrigerant mixture for five
mmutes, and tranfportcd it into a fecond glafs,
the fpmt falling in the thermometer to 32,
we examined the mercury, and found it frozen,
although the fpirits of wine remainzd fluid,
and the thermometer ftood at the fame degree,
not only while the apparatus remajned in the
cold mlxture, but even after I tran{Ported it
into.a. warm room, and kept at the fame point,
until 2 large part of the bulb of the thermo-
meter was, uncovered by the melting of the
frozen mercury, drop by drop, into.a glafs.

« Faurth exPernnent on common barometer
mercury. —The - mercurial thermometer ufed
in the firft expenrnent was plunged into this,
smercury, and placed in the glafs of cold mix;
ture, W}lerc, having remained about five mi-
nutes, it was .tranfported into a fecond glafs,

and there in four minutes the thermometer
funk
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funk down to 38, and remained ftationary.
. There the fame fingular phxnomenon pre-
fented itfelf that appeared in the fecond ex-
‘periment, with fome additions ; viz. that the
mercury was cooled down to 5% degrees be-
-low its freezing point on this thermometer
without becoming folid, ‘

. * Fifth experiment with the fame mercury.
~I froze a little of. this mercury without in-
festing a thermometer, in order 'to try ifs
‘malleability and fpecific gravity ;- it flattened
under the hammer, and of courfe is malleable,
and funk in fluid mercury, which fhews that
it contra&s confiderably in freezing, differing
in this circumftance from common ice, which
expands and {wims in water.

¢ Sixth experiment on mercury adulterated
with tin.—The fpirit of wine thermometer
was plunged into this mercury, and ftood
at 32 when ‘the meércury was frozen ‘round its
bulb. '

“« Sevenith experiment on purified mercury, -
was on the 1oth of January, 1785 (a repe-
~ tition of a former one) in the prefence of
profeffors Pallas and Ferber, and other gen-
tlemen, who attended. I plunged the fpirit
thermometer into a portion of Mr. Winter~

berger’s . V1V1ﬁed mercury, and it fell to 32
. ' degrccs
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degrees helow O Whﬂ.ﬂ: the mercury was
fteezmg, and remamed there after it became
folid fo long as it {tood.in the frigorific mix-
ture. I then drew the . thermometer out of"
the tube with its bulb froze into the mer-
cury, and hung it on a nail in the open air;
the metal melted flowly in drops, and the
fpirit fill kept at .the fame point until the
greateft part.was thawed; we finithed thefe
“experiments by trying with the fpirit thermo-
meter, ‘what degree of cold.was produced by
a frefh frigorific mixture, which appeared to
be juft 35 degrees below O.

. From the whole of thefe experiments, .I
. am difpofed .to conclude, that the freezing
point of mercury is at 32 degrees .below O
on Reaumur’s. thermometer, or 40 qf Fahren-
heit’s, and that common .mercury'does not
freeze with a lefs degree of cold than what has
.been. purified. . f

« Eighth experiment.—Fcbruary 1, 1785,
a favyurable cold of "1 5 degrees offering this
. evening,/and bemg provided , with fome re-
vivified mercury, twice diftilled with fixed
alkali, by, Mr. Winterberger, a preparation
which has been faid to refift 2 greater degres
of ccﬁd than the others ; but we found that
it froze in.2} mmqtes,cxa&ly at 32 degrcgs

of
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of Reaumur’s mercurial thermometer, in the
firft glafs of cold mixture, and. differed. in’
nothing from all the other forts exceptmg
the following.

- % Ninth expenment. ‘— Mercury punﬁed |
° with antimony froze 'in two different expe-
riments at 30 degrees with a fpirit thérmo-
meter, and in’ one with a mercurial theér-
mometer at, 32 degrees, {o that there actually
appoars a difpofition in this preparation ®
freeze with a lefs degree of cold than the
others ; but it muft be remarked, that it hasa
blackifh dull colour and fluggith motion. |,

“ Tenth experiment.—MTr. Coxe being cu+

rious to try the malleability of the mercury
diftilled with alkali, which has a very bnght
and fluid appearance, 1 froze fome of it in a
tube, at the fame time boohng the hammer in
the refrigerant mixture, o as to acquire the
fame iempcratu're as the frozen' mercury, dé-
fending the iron frof the a&tion of the mitrous
' acid by means of a glafs cylinder. This mer
cury bore feveral ftrokes of the cold himmer;
flattening like 4 leaden bullet. .

« Eleventh -experiment.—I laftly froze. ﬁx
drachms of common mercury, tontaining
twelve times as much tin foil as in experiment
the fixth; but even this quantxty of alloy,
which rendered it ‘almoft an ‘amalgama, did not

. difpofe
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dxfpoﬁ: it to freeze with lefs than 32 degrees
of Reaumur. . .

«¢ February 16, 0 S.—A cold of 24 degrees
offering moft unexpeQedly this. morning, fo
very late in the .feafon, and another experi-
~ment having been fuggefted to me by an
ingenious friend, Mr. Romme,. to put the pomt
of congelation of impure mercury ftill in 2
clearer light, I tried it about mid-day, when the
‘cold was diminifhed 4 degrees in the fhade. - -

¢ Mr. Romme remarked, that mercury takes
up much more bifmuth than tin without -
lofing its fluidity or.colour, and as bifmuth
is a metal much oftener ufed to adulterate
it, and very difficult to be feparated from it,
he thought therefore a mixture of them was
a very proper fubje®t of experiment to de-
cide “the quefion. I accordingly !prepared
an amalgama {6 thick, that it filvered glafs,
like 2 mirrer by merely running over it, and
adhering fo faft as not .to be removed without
fcrapmg 'But. fiill the freezing point of this
very smpure mercury was the- fame as the'
others; viz. 32 degrees of Reaumur, by the'
mercurial - thermometer. The {pirit thermo-,
" meter being .employed to try the cold of the
frigorific mixture, to my furprize fell no lower
than the other thermometer inferted in the
mercury contained as ufual in a tube.

« Thus
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¢ Thus ended my experiments this feafon ;
and I think I may venture to draw.the follows
ing inference from them :

¢ That the point of congelation of mercury -

- 1s at 32 degrees below O on Reaumur.

- “ That there appears no difference. in the
. point of congelation of purified and common
mercury, except one preparation with anti-
mony, which feems to congeal with a lefs de-
gree.of cold than all the others above-men-
tioned. . ,

¢ That in fome circumitances mercury may
be cooled below its freezing point without
lofing its fluidity, even .as far as five and an
half degrees, whilft the portion in which the
bulb of the thermometer is plunged becomes
folid. -

« That there appears nothing in thefe ex-
periments to affect the credit of the mer-"
curial thermometer, as- an accurate inftru-
ment for meafuring the degrees of heat from
the point of boiling water down to that of .
the congelation of mercury; but that ne:
conclufions can be drawn from its motions
below this point, as thcy depend on thc
contra&ion of the metal in a folid ftate, which
ought to be carefully diftinguithed from what
takes place whilft it preferves its fluidity ; that

3 therefore
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theteforé the idéas we hdve formed of the cold
_obtaining in the habited countries near thé
poles, and the aftonithirig power of animals to
refift it, muft be erroneous*; a5 they have
been taken from the e)ttraordmary defcent of
the mercury i the thermometer, which, we
#iow know, is derived from the contracion of
the mercury when frozen, and .not from fuch
.an extraordinary degree of told, .as, if it had
taker place, muft have dcf’croyed the witic
fyftem of organized bodies.

% That we cannot, according t6 our prefent
kﬁo‘wledge of the fubjed, aflert, that there
exifts 2 much- greater degree of cold than the
point of the congelation of mercury, no-other
inftrument having becn employed to afcertaif
it than the mercurial thermomcter,| which is
fow proved of no authority below ' 32 degrees
of Reaumur. l

" é&-Bat it appears, that a thermometer filled

* Dr. Blagden ingenioufly infers from a comparifon
«of matural cold, during a feries of ycars, at Albany Fort,
meafired by a fpmt thermometer, and of artificial cold
‘produced by freezing mixtures, that the extrenie of artl=
‘ficial cold produced by fnow and nifrous acid ¢orrefponds’
pretty exaltly with the extreme of  natural cold in the moft
rigorous climatcs, which can be well inhabited ; and does
not exceed 46" of a flandard mercurial thermometer of
“Falirenlteit.  Phil. "Ttanfac, vol. Ixziil, p. 387 ,
~ 9 - with

.
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-with highly retified {pirits of wine preferves
its fluidity in a cold of 35 .degrees of Reaumur,
or 47 of Fahrenheit, and probably in a greater,
fo that it may be employed in northern cli-
mates with more advantage than one filled
with mercury.

“ 'The furprifing coincidence in the freezing
of mercury congeled in Siberia by natural cold,
with that effe&ed by means of artificial cold,
Wattentwn, as they both fix the freezing
point of mercury at 32 of Reaumur ; particu-
larly profeflor -Laxman, in a late paper to the
Imperial Academy, declares, that he found
common ‘mercury conftantly becomé folid at
210 of De Lifle (32 of Reaumur); and that in
the year 1782, it continued folid for two
months together ; and Dr. Pallas, in the third
volume of his Travels, mentions the fune
phenomenon taking place about the fame part
of the fcale.” .

« In addition to Dr. Guthrie’s remarks, I fhall
offer the following obfervations.

From a careful review of Mr. Hutchins’s
experiments, and -3 comparifon of the ther-
mometers which he employed .on that occa-
fion, Mr. Cavendith * concludes, that the

* Philof. Tranfa&tions, vol. Ixxiit p 2. page 321.
Vor. II. Bb true

L]
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true point at which quickfilver froze on Mr..
Hutchins’s thermometers, graduated accord- -
ing to the fcale of Fahrenheit, was 40; and
a thermometer adjufted in -the manner re- "
commended by the Committee of the Royal
Society, freezes in 38 3, or, in. whole nim-.
bers, 39 below freezing point, or 313 of
Reaumur, which anfwers to the conclufion
drawn by Dr. Guthrie from _his experi-
ments, eftimating the point of meggugial
congelation at 32 of Reaumur, or 40 below
O of Fahrenheit. .

As the degree of artificial cold reqmﬁte
to congele quickfilver had been gréatly mif-
conceived and exaggerated, a fimilar mifcon-
ception alfo prevailed with refpet to the
degree of natural cold ‘neceffary to, the fuc-
cefs of the experiment. H

Profcﬂ'or Braun eftimated, that the de-
_gree of ‘natural ‘cofd ought not to -be lefs
than 190 of De Lifle, or 17 below O of
Fahrenheit: and that opinion was alfo gene-
rally adopted by the naturalifts of Ruffia, and
when the mercury in the thermometer ftood
above that point, they conceived it needlefs to
attempt the experiment. -

_ Dr. Guthrie, however, in the courfe of
‘his experiments, fufficiently proves, that the
' . congelation
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congelatton fucceeded in a cold not exceed-
ing O of Fahrenheit, and fubfequent experi-
ments made at Oxford by Mr. Wilker fhew,
that a very fmall degree of natural cold is
fufficient to obtain for the frigorific mixture
.the degree of cold neceffary to eongele quick=
filver.

Mr. Walker congeled quickfilver by means
of a mixture of, equal parts, of vitriolic acid
aad frong fuming nitrous acid with fnow;

the temperature of tlie atmofphere being -

only at 30, *or 2 degrees below: freezing.

point.

The fime ingenious gentleman as alfo
.thewn, that it may be even frozen in fum-
mer, in the hotteft climates, by a particular
combination of the frigorific mixtures, with-
out the ufe of ice *,

I fhall clofe this chaptet with feveral
turious experiments made in Siberia by Dr.
Pallas, for the purpofe of afcertaining: the
difference of the heat in animals durmg their
torpid'and patural ftates.

* Whalker’s Expetiments on the Produlion of Artis

Kcial Cold; Phil. Tram vol. lxxviii. p.: 395~——AllG l

" Walker’s Experiments on the Congelation of Quick-
filver in England, Philof. Tranfations for 1789, vol
Txxix. part 24 P 399 ,
. Bba Dr.
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- Dr. Pallas having made an incifion into
the abdomen of a hedge-hog during its tors
pid ftate, and placed Fahrenheit’s thermo-
meter in its belly, the mercury rofe only to
39% 5 and the animal gave no more figns of
feeling, than if it had been a&ually dead,
as well whilft he was making the incifion,
as when he was fewing up the wound, al-
though the animal was 1mme(%1ately after-
warda put into a warm room, gradual&.a—
covered. from its lethargy, and walked about
the chamber with as much ihfenfibility as
if no operation had been performed.

The do@or kept this hedge-hog in his
houfe from December ‘to the end of March;
and although ths: heat of the apartment in
which it lay was feldom under 60 degrees,
yet it eat no food, and was never dut of its
torpid ﬂate, except once or twice, when it
was placed Dehind the ftove, in a heat from
77 to 8o. Roufed by that.cexpedient, it was
awakened fiom its lethargy, took a few turnse
about the room, and eat a few ‘morfels; but
foon lay "down again, and paffed its..torpid
months as nature ordains.

It is probable, that the bodies of thefe
animals, who fleep during winter, are gra-
dually prepared  for the torpid ftate by a

“deficiency
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deficiency of fooed, and a confequent dimi-
nution of natural heat.; for, a thermometer
plunged in the bellies. of marmots and hedge-
hogs in their' natural ftates, rofe to 76, 79,
81, 86, 88, 99, and 99%, namely, from 36%
»degrees to 5o higher than it rofe when
plunfred into the belly of the hedge-hog in
its torpid ftate.

The followmg fa& alfo feems fhll further

ﬂ,luﬁrate the conjeGture, that a certain
flate of body .predifpofes to a torpid ftate.
A tame marmot, which had become ex-
tremely fat during fummer in the profeffor’s,
houfe, lontinued awake during the whole
winter, although it was expofed to the fame
cold which threw the whole fpecies into
their torpid ftate in that part of Siberia;
nor was the doGor able to render it torpid,.
even with the affiftance of the ice-cellar,
wherein he fometimes confined. it during
feveral days.

By comparing this experiment with the
Mleeping hedge-hog, which Dr. Pallas was
not able to roufe from its lethargy during
the whole winter, except for very fhort in-
tervals, though expofed to a heat of between’
77 and 8o dcgrees 5 it feems to follow, that
a certain ftate of body is neceffary to affift

Bb3 pature
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nature in laying afleep fome animals, to .
which they are gradually brought by a de-
ficiency of . nourithment ..about the begin-
ning of winter, when they fhut up their
holes, and retire to reft from inftin&; and
that the impulfe of the circulation and ani- -
mal {pirits, arifing from heat or full feeding, -
fuperfedes the neceffity~of the torpid ftate,
and prevents their falhng aflecp. .

It is alfo a curious circumftance inathé
ceconomy of nature, that Dr. Pallas. found
the heat of "birds more confiderable than
that of quadrupeds ; namcly, from 103 to
111 dégrees; a wife arrangement of Pro-
vidence, in. proportioning the heat of the
winged tribe to the fuperior cold obtaining
in that part” of the atmofphere Where they
range ) .

CHAP..
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CHAP. VI

Palace and gardens of Tzarfkoe-Zelo.—Orani-
enbaum.— Hiffory of Prince Mentchikof.—
Fortrefs.~Apartments of Peter 111.— Palace
and gardens of Peterhof.—Dutch boufe built
by Peter thc Great.—Schluffelburgh.—Or-

gz, biftoly, and de efcription of the fortrefs.

S, upén our arrival at Peterfburgh, the

feafon of thg year was far advanced;
we had®no time or opportunity to vifit many
places in the neighbourhood of that capital.
We contrived, however, before the approach
of winter, to make excurfions to Tzarfkoe-
Zelo, Oranienbaum, Peterhof, and Schluffel-
burgh.

Tzarlkoe-Zelo, an imperial palace, about
fifteen miles from Peterfburgh, is the favou-
rite {ummer refidence of the emprefs, where .
the lives in a more retired manner than when
the is at Peterhof. This palace, which was
built by Elizabeth, is a brick edifice ftuccoed
white, of difproportionate length, and in 2°
moft heavy ftyle of archite¢ture. The ca-
pxtals of the outfide pillars, as alfo many

Bb s of
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of the other exterior ornaments, together with
the feveral wooden ftatues which fupport the
cornice and adorn the roof, are all gllded
and exhibit a moft tawdry appearance. The
apartments are large and magnificent: fomg
are fitted. up in the old ftyle of gaudy pro-
fufion; others in a lefs fplendid, but more
elezant tafte, by her prefent majefty. One
room is much admired, being richly incrufted
with amber, a prefent from the king of

Pruffia. i
Having viewed the palace;e we walked
round the gardens, whicly are laid out in the
Englifh tafte, and are agreeably diverfified
with lawn, wood, and water. Among fe-
veral bridges, we were particularly ftruck
with oney built after the model of Lord Pem-
broke’s. Palladian bridge at Wiltonus It is
exaltly of the fame fize, but’ more mag-
nificent, the lowerpart being of granite, and
the colonade of marble. The latter wads
ewn and worked ,in ‘Siberia by an Italian
artift, who employd¥ nine years in completing
it: from Siberia it was tranfported by water
to Peterfburgh, and from the capital to
" Tzarfkoe-Zclo by land. It was a pleafing
fatisfation to ébferve our works ‘of tafte in-
troduced into ghexc diftant and, formerly, in-
hofpxtablc
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hofpitable regxons Several buﬂdmgs were
fcattered about the gardens, many of which.
were . raifed in honour of thofe perfons who
diftinguithed themfelves in the imperial fer-
vice : among thefe I remarked a triumphal
«arch to Prince Orlof,, for repairing to Mcfcow
in order to check the progrefs of the plague,
which raged with great violence in that city;
a building to Count Alex¢y Oriof, in memory
&. the navhl viGory at Tchefme; and an
obelitk to Marfhal Romantzof for his fucceﬁ'es
againft the Turks.

Our next excurfion was to Petezhof Ora-
nienbauth and Cronftadt *.

The road lay at a fmall diftance from the
Gulf of Finland, at firft through a flat coun-
try, chiefly marfhy, producing pafture and
little corn.  On our left extended a ridge
of low hills, which once formed'the boun-
dary of the Gulf, when it fpread over a larger
fpace than it covers at prefent. We afcended

» this ridge ; obferved on our left the convent
of St. Sergius, and on our right the palace of
Strelna, begun by Elizabeth, but never finithed.
About four miles further we pafled by Peter-

* Cronftadt will be defcribed in the chapter which
greats of the Ruffian navy. See Book VI. in the next

yolume,
hof 3
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hof’; and proceeded to Oranienbaum, through
- a country covered with foreft.

The palace of Oranienbaum, which ftands
near the fhore of the Gulf of Finland, about °
the diftance of 27 miles from Peterfburgh,
was ereCted by Prince Mentchikof, while”he
was in the meridian of a power, to which
fearcely any fubje& but himfelf has ever ar-
rived. The rife of this extraordinary man
is varioufly related by different authors. Sowk:
~ affert that he was apprentice to a,paftry-cook;
and fold pies in the ftreets of Mofcow ; that
Peter once ftopping to converfe with' him,
was {0 ftruck with his ready wit aild quick
repartees, that he took him into his fervice,
and advanced him, by rapid promotions, to
the height of favour which he afterwards en-
joyed : others declare, that he was the fon of
a groom belonging to the court, and. was
.cafually placéd about the perfon of the em-
peror *,  Both thefe accounts; however con-
tradictory to cach other, fufficiently thow the
lownefs and uncertainty of his origin: and
indeed it is no wonder that the -genealogy of

* The former opinion, that he was a paftry-cook’s boy,
feems.to he the moft probable, as it is preferred by Weber,
Manftein, Bruce. :

an
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an upfltart favourite fhould not be exadtly

traced. The earlieft account upon record

concerning him is, that, in the year 1687,
he was one of the youths * whom Peter I.
formed into a corps, and difciplined after the
* European manner., The young tzar was only
fifteen years old ; and Mentchikof, then known
by the name of Alexafta, or Little Alexander,
about the fame age; and as the latter was
rémagkably active in his exercife, he was ob-
ferved by L\c Fort, and by him recommended
to Peter. Several perfons of this company
were afterwards promoted very high in the

Ruffian fervice; and many circumftances con~ -

curred to forward the advancement of Ment-
chikof. He rendered himfelf remarkably ufe~
ful to the tzar in his plans of reformation;
he paid a particular attention to foreigners,
whom Peter was continually drawing into. his

fervice ; he ftudied his mafter’s character and,

temper; and knew how to fubmit to the
* grofleft infults. * The tzar,” fays Gordon,
who was himfelf an eye-witnefs, ¢ often
 kicked him publicly, and beat him like a

-

* Muller’s Nachricht von der Urfprunge des Preobaf- '

chenkifchen, &c. in Journal of St. Peterfburgh for March,
3778, p. 173. Furft Menzikow war einer den erften
Potefchnii,. See alfo Manftein, p. 51,

« dog;

14
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“ dog; fo that the by-ftanders concluded
¢ him undone 3 but always next morning ‘the
“ peace was made up, which people believed
“ could not proceed but from fomc preter-
¢ natural caufe *.” :

One inftance of his implicit obedience to
the commands of the tzar, and his dexterity
in performing them, i§" recorded by Korb,
fecretary to the Auflrian embafly. . It is a
well-known fa& that Peter was{laccuﬁ;omed
to affift at the examination of e prifoners
vwho were accufed of high treafbn ; that “he
would be prefent at the tortures inflicted upon
taem in order to force confeffion ; *that he
would frequently attend at their execution ;
that be would fometimes himfclf perform the
office of executioner + ; and would occafionally

. 'confign

t

* Gordon’s Life of Peter, vol. II. p. 278. [Korb alfo .
fays, « Alexafcam vero. favoritam fuum, gladio accin€tum
“ inter tripudia depre hcndens, dcnoncndl gladii morem in-
« flicto colapho docuit ; cuju$ impttum fanguis ¢x naribus
« abunde defluus fatis teitatus eft.”” p. 84. ‘

t « Quingue rcbellium capita & nobiliffind nlofeovia
< manu fecuri efle amputata.”  Korb Diarium, p. 170.

L’Evefque makes the {following judicious remarks upon

this remarkable circuinftance.

« Peut étre ces fortes d’executions,. dont les grands
¢ Gtaient les minifires, et aux”quelles le prince lui-méme

« prcnmt p1rt, Ctaient-clles fondées fur quelque ufage ou
« fur
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.confign that tafk to his favourites and prin-
cipal nobles *. * Korb relates, that, foon after
the

“ fur quelque loi dont oh a perdu le fouvenir. Elles
« gtoient réfervées, fans doute, pour ces grandes rebellions
 qui menagaient etat et le fouverain, La noblefle, en
¥ frappant elle méme les coupables, prouvait qu'elle avoit
"% horreur de leur complot; et le prince griévement of-
“, fenfé, fe réfervait quelque part i la vengeance. Ce
qui femble gonfirmer ce fentiment, c’éft que Pierre punit
- & Jes Strelits Qe la méme maniere, que le tfar Ivan setait
« vengé des rpbles qui lui étaient fufpets. Ce rapport
« entre le crim}® et la punition prouve qu’elle ne dependait
« feulement du caprice du fouverain. Picrre, dirait-on,
« devait gbolir cet ufage. Mais pouvait-il changer fi
« promptement les coutumes, les loix, fa nation & lui-
“ méme.” Vol.IV. p. 147.

* Gordon mentions the fame circumftance, but he only
fays « that feveral of the great men, whom the tzar fuf-

“ pefted to have been engaged in this conlfpiracy, he
 caufed to take the axe into their hands, and obligad
“ them to cut oft the heads of, fome others of the conlpx-
® rators.” Vol. I. p. 130. Korb mentions, among
others, the names of Blumberg and Le Fort, whom the
tzar defired to become executioners, but who excufed
themfelves,

« Quotquot Bojarinorum & magnatum concilio inte-
& rerant, quo contra rebelles Strelizios certamen decretum
“ eft, hodiernus dies ad novum vocavit tribunal: fingulis
“ finguli rei propofiti : quemvis oportebat fententiam, quam
% diQtaverat, fecuri exequi. Princeps Romadonowfki, an-
¢ tequam tumultuarentur, quatucr regiminum dux quatuor
« Strelizios, urgente majeftate, ecdem ferro ad terram pro-

¢ fravit;
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the infurre@tion of the Strelitz in 1698,
Peter f{cornfully reproached many of the
nobles who trembled at being compelled to
behead fome rebels ; adding, in a ftrain of
fanguinary juftice, ¢ that there was no vitim
“ more acceptable to the Deity than 4 wicked
“ man.” Mentchikof, however, does not
feem to have laboured. under fuch delicate
feelings; for, as a prelude to the execution
of 150 Strelitz, he drove about\the ftreetd
L d . . hd
of Mofcow in a fledge brandifhiflg a naked
' ’
« ftravit ; crudelior Alexafea de viginti decuffis capitibus glos
© riabatur ; infelix Gallizin, quod mal¢ feriengdo dolores
« damnati multim adauxerit, 330, “Una fimul edu&i ad
% feralem fecuris i®tum lat¢ patentem planitiem civili qui-
« dem, fed impio fanguine purpurirunt. Ad idem liGtoris
« officium .cum.Barone de Blumberg Generalis Lefort in«
% vyitabatur; fed excufantes, id domi fuz mori‘s: :non efle,
% auditi funt, Ipfemet tzarus in fclld fedens totam tras
% geediam, tamque horrendam tot hominum lanienam
& ficcis otulis infpetabat, hoc unum indignatus,! hubd Bo= -
& jarinorum plurimi infueto huic muneri tremulas manus
¢ admoviflent; cum tamen nulla pinguior victima' Deo
& maftari poffit, quim homo fceleratus.” p. 88, 89,
And again: ¢« Quivis incertum librabat i&um, novo et
« infolito muneri tremulas manus admovens: Infeliciffime /
¢ omnium feriebat Bojarinorum ille; qui aberrantem d
¢ collo gladium in tergus miferat, et Strclizio fic in me=.
¢ dium fermeé diffe@o, dolores ad defperationem auxiflet,
. & nifi Alexafea fecuri melius infelicis rei collum tetigiffet.”
Ibid. p. 172,
8 fword,
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fword *, and boafted of his adroitnefs in
cutting off twenty heads. It was ndt merely
by acts of buffoonery .and cruelty that he
acquired the efteem and confidence of Peter,
but_by his fuperior abilities, both as a ftatef-
.man and a foldier. Being chofen by the
emperor for the companion of his travels into
foreign parts, he was, in 1706, created prince
of the German empire ; and was rapidly ele-
Vated to thf higheft employments both in the
civil and ilitary line. On particular oc-
cafions he Was even permitted to perfonate
" his fovereign, by giving public audience to
foreign *embaffadors ; while Peter, averfe to
the p'omp of royalty, appeared as a private
perfon in his fuite. So great indeed was
the afcendancy which this favourite acquired
over the emperor (an afcendancy confirmed
and maintained by the influence of Catha-
rine 1), as to glve rie to a report among

% Offendit adbuc eo ‘vefper‘e fa'pe dictus Alexandery carpents
per amnia urbis compitia vellusy creberrimé nudi enfis offens
tatione, quam [anguinslentam craftini dici srageediam ex-
pectaret.: !

1+ At the battle of Pultawa he had three horfes fhot
under him.

1 Catharine more than once prevented Mentchikof’s dxf-
grace, which had been inevitable without her interceflion.
Baflevitz in Bufe. H. M. IX. p. 294. 0

the
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the Ruffians, that he had fafcinated by witch=
craft the 'mind of his mafter.

Upon the death of Peter his power was
ftill more unbounded. Catharine, who was
chiefly indebted to his intrigues and abilities
for her elevation to the throne,’ gratefﬁlly.
refigned to him the fole adminiftration of
affairs ; and fhe may be called the oftenfible,
while he was the real fovereign®*. His au-
thority continued undiminifhed to th= momenf
of her deceafe ; and the claufe in fer will +5
by which fhe ordered her fucceffor Péter II.
to efpoufe the prince’s daughter, was at once
a proof of his afcendancy, and her gratiéude.

His intrigues and power, his ambition
and arrogance, his difréfpetful behaviour to
Peter II..} and the peculiar circumftances of

~ i his

* « Le gouvernement,” fays Count Munic,| |“n Etoit
« autre chofe que le voulir defpotique du Prince Menfchi-
« pow.”’ Ebauche, &c. p, 63.

+ Gordon fuppofes that this will was forged by prince
Mentchikof : 2 fuppofition for which there is not the leaft
proof. We muft diffinguith between thofe parts of
Gordon’s biftory, whioh rclate to events while he was in
Ruflia, and the others which he wrote after he quitted that
¢ountryin 1711. He fpeaks worfe-of prince Mentchikof than
he feems to deferve, and w.1vicul rly arfaigns his courage.

1 Munic gives, amon. © vL =, he folhwing taftances
of his arrogance : “ Lol L Sorive i sa ) win ¢ apereur

w il
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his difgrace, are all related in the Memoirs of
Manftein * ; 'a book which cannot be too
highly comgiended as an authentic and im-
partial work. Two days before his fall the
Nlce repaired to his palace of Oranienbaum
for\ the dedication -of a chapel, having pre-
vioufly invited ' Peter II. to be prefent at the
cerernony : the latter however excufing him-
felf, under pretence of indifpoﬁtion, the chapel
lwas confegrated ; -and it did not efcape notice,
that Men%hxkof feated himfelf on a throne
which been raifed for the emperor.
Being arrefted, in the month of September,
1727, *he was imprifoned at Berefof, a {fmall
‘town upon the river Oby, in a wooden hovel
enclofed with palifadoes, where he ended his
days. He is faid to have fupported his dif-
grace with firmnefs and refignation 4 : he re-

ceived

« il le traitoit de fils et fous.fignoit la Jettre : Votre Pere
“ Menfchikow. Aux eglifes il fe mettoit Ja tribune dc
% PEmpereur,” &c. Ebauche, &c. p. 67.

* P. 2. top. 13

+ Manftein, p. 0. Weber, on the contrary, afferts,
that he was wretched and impatient, and became fo weary
of his exiftence, as to refufe all nourithment, and could *
be prevailed upon to fwallow nothing but water. Having
continued in this flate a few days without uttering a fingle

VOL, II. Cc word,
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ceived a daily allowance of ten roubles ¥, from
which he even faved a fufficiency to build a
wooden church ; and amufed himfelf by afiift-
ing the workmen in its conftrution. He
furvived his fall about two years and
months, dying in the month of Novembcr,
1729, of an apoplexy .

The wife of Prince~ Mentchikof was fo
affeted with her hufband’s dxf"racc, that ﬂlc
became blind with weeping, and Yxpired on'
the road to Berefof. One of hig dapghters
died before her father in prifon; and -the
remaining part of his family, confifting of a
fon and a daughter, were releafed on the accef-
fion of the emprefs Anne. The dauighter was
married to Guftavus Biren, brother to ihe

duke of Couiland ; and the fon was prometed in
I

word, he expired on -the 2d of Nox;cmbcr, 1729. The
authority of Manftein, however, is in this inftajice to be
preferred to  that of Weéber; as he had frequent opportus
nities during his refidence in Ruflia of making inquiries.
concerning the death of prince' Mentchikof, after hxs family
had been releafed by the emprefs Anne.. W hereas Weber
had quitted Ruffia before that period; and he inferts his
account of the prince’s death mercly as a reporty und’
¢ man meldete damals,” &c. Ver. Ruff, v, IiL p. 178,

* [.2
+ See Schmidt Matermhen, &c. who has colleQed every
thing relating to prince Mentchikof, p- 248, &c.
the



A
c. 7. ORANIENBAUM, 337

the army by the fame emprefs. A grandfon
of prince Mentchikof is now living: he is
. an officer in the Ruflian army; and inherits
only the name, but none of the riches or
powr of his grandfather.
* Soon after the fall of Mentchikof, his
palace was converted into an hofpital -for
failors ; but was afterwards chofen by Peter II1.
for his favourite refidence. The middle part
of the -edifce remains the fame as it was
ereted by Wlentchikof, and confifts of two
ftories, containing a range of f{mall apart-
ments : the wings, which are long buildings
of one ﬁory, were added by the emperor.
Having paffed through the palace, in which
“there was nothing worthy of remark, we went
to the fortrefs. In our way we did not omit
obferving a model in miniature of a citadel,
which Peter III. when he firft contralted a
fondnefs for military ftudies, ordered to be
made for the purpofe of learning practical
“fortification. Advancing a, little further we
came to the fortrefs, which is furrounded with .
a.ditch and rampart, and ftrengthened with
baftions. It was raifed by the late emperor
when he was ‘great-duke; and contains a
building called by him the governor’s houfe,
which  he generally inhabited himfelf, and
Cc2 into
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into which he admitted only his officers and
favourites, while his court refided in the.
palace. Near it were barracks for a fmall
garrifon, a few wooden houfes for the prin-
cipal officers, and a fmall Lutheran chgbpel,
where his Holftein foldiers affembled fér di-
vine fervice, The governor’s houfe is a brick
building ftuccoed, with four windows in front,
and contammg about eight fmall rooms.
It remains exaétly in the fame fla)e as- durmg
the life-time of the emperor, nejfher.the fur-
niture nor the bed, in which he flept the night
preceding his depofition, being removcd It
had a white fattin coverlet, and was on 3
large four-poft bedftead, with curtains of
pink and filver brocade, and ornamented at
the top “with plumes of red and white feathers.
Adjomnng to this apartment is a neat cabinet,
hung with light brown filk, upar which
were feveral figures worked by ‘the em-
prefs. : :
-From the fortrefs we were conduéted to a'
large gallery of pictures, collected by the fame
emperor.” Among feveral portraits of that
unfortunate prince, one was pointed out to
us as a ftriking refemblance: he is pamted
in his Holftein uniform; the complexion is
fair, and the hair light ; there is no exprefiion
: in
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in the features, and .the countenance has a
very effeminate look.

In the garden is an elegant pavilion, con-
ff}l\é%ﬁd by order of the emprefs when the was
groyt-duchefs ; it contains eighteen apart-
‘mends, each furnithed in different taftes,
namely; the Greek, Turkith, Chinefe, &c.
and is fituated in the midft of a thick wood :
i'ts appreaches being circular, we had not the
leaft glimp until we arrived at it; and as it
generally calfes an emotion of furprize, it has,
for that reafon, received the appellation of
Ha! :

In the gardens of Oranienbaum is a very
extraordinary building, denominated the Moun-
tain. for Sledges, and called alfo by fome tra-
vellers the Flying Mountain. It ftands in
the middle of an oblong area, enclofed by an
open colonade with a flat roof, which is railed
for the convenience of holding {peCtators.
The circumference of this colonade is at
leaft half a mile. In the middle of the area
ftands the. flying mountain, ftretching nearly
from one end to the other. It is a wooden
building, fupported upon brick walls, repre-
{enting an uneven furface of ground, or a
mountdin compofed of three principal afcents,
gradually diminithing in height, with an in-

-+ Ccg3 termediate



390 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 4.

termediate fpace to refemble vallies: from
top to bottom is a floored way, in ‘which
three parallel grooves are formed, It is
thus ufed: a fmall carriagé, containing one
perfon, being placed in the center grgbv
upon the higheft point, goes with greft ra-
pidity down one hill ; the velocity which it
acquires In its defcent -carries it up a fecond ;
" and it continues to move in a fimilay manner
until it arrives at the bottom §f the area,
where it rolls for a confiderabl way on the
level furface, and ftops before 1t attains the
boundary : it is then placed in one of the
fide grooves, and drawn up by mdans of a
cord fixed to a windlafs. To a perfon un-
‘acquainted with the mechamﬁn, this enter-
tainment would appear tremendous ; 5 but as
the grooves always keep the carriage in its
" right direQion, there is not the leaft danger
of being overturned. At ‘the toﬁt of the
mountain -re feveral handfome apartments
for thie.accommodationi of the court and prin-
‘cipal nobility; and there is alfo room for
many thoufand fpectators within the colonade
and upon its roof.. Near the flying mountain *
' | ' is
% Dr. King, in his Effay on the Effe&s of Cold, has de>

fcribed another kind of Flymg Mountam, which was ereted
at
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is a fpacious amphitheatre, in which tourna-
ments are ufually exhibited.,
Peterhof is about feven miles from Ora-
nienbaum, and twenty from the capital: the
lace was begun by Peter I. and finithed by
Nabeth. It is feated upon an eminence,
and commands a fuperb view of Cronflads,
Peterfburgh, the intervening gulf, and the op-
pofite czaﬂ: of Carelia; it is magnificently
"Surnithtdygand the fuite of apartments princely.
The prefeg‘cevchamber is ornamented with the
portraits of the fovereigns of the houfe of
Romanof, who have rexoned over Ruffia fince
the ycat 1613, The moft confpicuous amongft "
them was a whole length of the prefent em-
prefs, as the made her triumphant entry into
Peterfburgh the evening of the revolution
which placed her upon the throne. She is
reprefented drefled like 2 man in the uniform
of the guards; with a branch of cak in her
hat; a drawn fword in her hand; and
mounted upon 2 white ftced.
The gardens of Pcterhof have been cele-
brated for their tafte and elegance’; and from
the number of jet d’eaus, fountains, bafons;

at Tzarfkoe-Zelo;.it was taken down when I faw the place,
her prefent majefty not being fo fond of thefe divérfions as
the late empucfs,

Ccyq cafcades,
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cafcades, parterres, &c. have been compared
to thofe of Verfailles. . Thefe gardens, which,
at the time of their formation, were greatly
admired in this country, though not congenial.
to the tafte of the emprefs, are fuffered o
remain in their prefent ftate; .as during ﬂlm- ‘
-mer her majefty principally refides at Tzarfkoe-
Zelo, where the grounds are difpofed in a
.more modern, and pleafing manner., I fhall
not detain the reader with a def} q,tggn of
the filver dolphins and gilded ftaghes, which
are {cattered in great profufion ; But I cannot
omit mentioning thofc -of two gladiators pla-
. ced in a bafon of water 3 they-are reprefented,
not with the antient weapons, the fword and
buckler, but with the more modern inftru-
ments of wir, a brace of piftols, Wblch as
they point to each other in threatening at-
titudes, the Water 1u{hes 1mpctuouﬂ?r from
the barrels.’ o
Part of the garden lies between the palace
and the gulf; and contains, among other build-
"ings, one fituated clofe to the water, which
is worthy of particular obfervation, becaufe it
~was the favourite retreat of Peter I As the
houfe and furniture has been preferved with a
kind - of religious veneration exadly in their
original flate, we can form fome idea of the
plain
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plain and frugal fimplicity in which that.
monarch was accuftomed to live. This houfe
was built foon after his.return from Holland,
d fitted up in the tafte of that country, for
wiNch reafon it was known by the appellation
of ¢ ‘Dutch houfe : he ufed alfo to call it
Monpldifir, the name by which it is now.dif-
tinguithed. Being fubje& to fevers, he was
prepofleffed that the fea-air * was ‘the moft
falutagy ##4¢ his conftitution; and for that
reafon 'caufed this fmall houfe to be placed
clofe to the blﬂf of Finland. It is of brick,
of one flory, and roofed with iron: the win-'
dows réach from -the ground to the top;

% « Le czar prit 2 "Riga une forte attaque de fidvre
¢ chaude. Pour s’en rémettre, il fe logea une -huitaine
¥ de jours dans un vaifleau, A fon avis, l'air des eaux
 reftaurait la fanté, Peu de journées paffées fans le ref-
“ pirer. Se lévant au point du jour, et dinant A onze
 heures du matin, il avait coutime de faire un fommeil
“ aprés le répas. Un lic de répos pour cet plage étmit
 dreflé dans la frégatte, et il y allait en toute faifon,
“ Méme lorfqu'il fejournait en éé a Peterfhoff, Pair des
“ vaftes jardins de ce palais lui femblait étouflé, et il cou-
* chait 3 Monplaifir, maifon, dont les flots des la mer
“ lavent un coté, et dont l'autre confine au grand parc
“ de Peterfhoff. Cl’était fa rétraite favorite. Il Pavait
“ meublée de tableaux flamans, répréfentant des fcénes
% champétres et .maritimes, plaifantes pour la plipart.”.
Baffevitz, in B.H. M, IX, p. 339 .

. which,
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which, added to the length and lownefs of the
building, give it the appearance of a green-
houfe. The habitable part confifts of an
hall and fix fmall tooms, which are al}
furnithed in ‘the neateft and plaineft mangeér,
"The mantle-pieces are ornamented with, curi-
ous old porcelaine, which he greatly prized
as being brought into Ruffia when the com-
munjcation was firk opened with China,
The bed-room is fmall, white-wy L ed, and
the floor covered with a colourg fzul-clofh
lt contains a- barrack-bedftead ‘uthout cur-
tains; and I obferved that the fheets were
remarkably fine. ‘The galleries on each fide,
and two fmall rooms, are hung with piturcs
of the Dutch and Flemifh {chools ; among:
thefec were feveral portraits of hxmfelf under
the charadter of mafter Peter when hq,worked
at Sardam’; and one of his. favountc mittrefs
the beautiful ‘Dutchi' girl. d
Being anxious to vifit every . 1ernarkable
place in the neighbourhood of this city; I did
not fail repairing to Schluflelburgh ; a fortref
often mentioned in the Ruffian hiftory, and ce-
Iebrated for -the number and rank of the flate
prifoners who have been there confined.
Schluﬂ'elburgh lies' «t the diftance of 40
miles from Peterfbusgh: the road runs the
' whole
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whole way by the fide of the Neva, which

flows with a full ftream in a broad and wind-
ing channel ; its banks, which are fteep and
igh, are ftudded with many villages, and
{everal country houfes pretiily difperfed and
-hanﬂg over the edge of the water, The
villagdh of Schluflelburgh, which is fituated
on each Yide of the Neva, contains about 300
woodeny jhoufes, and ‘about 2800 inhabi-
s A .
The fortrefs is built upon a fmall ifland of
the Neva, it .the p‘oiht where that river iffues
from the lake Ladoga.: The breadth of the
ftream *in that part is about three quarters of
a mile, and the current is remarkably rapid.
The origin of this fortrefs is thus traced by
the Ruflian hiftorians. In 1324 George
‘Danilovitch, great-duke of Mofcow, .being
upon an«zxpedition againft Wiburgh, built a
finall fortrefs in ‘the middle of this ifland,
which was then called, from its oblong fhape,
Orekoffki Oftrof, or Nut Ifland; from this
appellation the fortrefs took its name of Orek-
ovetch, which was corrupted into Orefhek.
Being befieged and taken by Magnus king of
Sweden, the Swedes tranflated the namc into
their own language, and called it Noteborg.
It again came into the pofleflion of the Ruf-

I fians,

.
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fians, who retained it until 1614, when Gufta-
vus Adolphus forced the garrifon to capitu-
late. 1t was probably fince this laft period,
that the Swedes encircled the whole ifland
‘with a wall and battlements, the fame thch
fubfift at prefent. P

In 1702 Peter advanced to the fronfiers of
Sweden with a confiderable army ; a/nd hav-
ing made feveral ineffeétual at'tem‘ﬁ:gamft
Noteborg, he fent prince Galitzifi, \selonel
of the guards, at the head of a fele corps, to
take it by ftorm. That officer ‘having, by
means of rafts, landed his foldiers clofe to,
the fortifications, which advance almoft to
the edge of the water, they were received
with fuch cool intrepidity by the garrifon, and
expofed to fo dreadful a carnage; that, Peter,
conceiving the affault to be 1mpra6hcable, fent
immediate orders for the Ruffians to retire
Prince Galitzin, h0wever, refufcd to obey
« .Tell my fovereign,” added he, ¢ that I am
“ no longer his fubject; having thrown my-
“ felf under the proteéhon of a powerfar
“ fuperior to him.” Then, turning to his
troops, he animated them by his voice and
example, and, leading them to the. attack,
fcaled the walls and took the fortrefs. Peter

was fo much ftruck with this exploit, that, upon
. his
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his next interview wzth Galitzin, he faid to
him, ¢ Afk what you chufe, except Mofcow
¢« and Catharine.” The prince, with a mag-
wanimity -which refleéts the higheft honour
upon Ghis charalter, inftantly requefted the
pardoglof his antient rival prince Repnin, who
had bedy, degraded by Peter from the rank of
marfhal t that of a common foldier : he ob~
tainemequcﬂ:; and with it the confidence
of hi eign; the efteem of Repnin; and
the applaufe of the publick *.

- Petet ch&nged the name of the fortrefs into
Schluffelburgh, its prefent appellation, becaufe,
from the importance of its fituation, he con-
fidered it as the 4ey 4 of his conquefts. From
this period it has continued in the pofleflion
of the Ruffians: but, fince the boundaries of
the empire have' been confiderably extended,
it is no longer of that importance as it was
when fituated upon the frontiers of . the Swed-
il territory ; and for its great ftrength and
infulated fituation, it has been chiefly ufed for
a ftate-prifon.

* I received this anecdote from one of the defcendants
of Prince Galitzin, and its truth was confirmed by many
Ruffian noblemen.

+ Schluffel in German ﬁgmﬁes a key; and Peter affeQed
to give many places 2 German appellation,
-The
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The ifland, which lies juft midway between
the oppofite banks, is, as I have before ob-
ferved, of an oblong fhape, fcarcely more
than 600 yards in length, and 260 in its
greateft breadth. ‘The walls, whi¢h flirt al-
moft its whole circumference, are bully with
ftone and brick, about fifty feet in hefght, and
from cleven to twenty thick ; and areffirength-
encd, according to the antient mod§ pf forti-
fication, with battlements and eifh ound
towers. We pafled over a draw-bridge into
the fortrefs, which we examined, but without
being permitted to enter any of the wards
wherein the prifoncrs are confined. A range
of corridors, open on the inner fide, enclofes
a large area, and contains feveral dungeons
for the prifoners. We obferved the windows -
of thefe dungeons clofed with brick,“leaving
towards their- top only a vacant {pace of a
few inches fquare, which admits fo ‘littig: light,
that the ‘unfortunate inhabitants have only a
kind of twilight gloom. In the middle of
the area is the governor’s houfe, and a fmall .
wooden cottage, wherein a flate-prifoner was .
confined. * Further on we entered through 2
portcullis-gate into the interior fortrefs, which
was built by George Danilovitch in the year
1324 : it is about 140 feet {quare, open at top,

with
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with ftone walls remarkably high. Within
we obferved a brick houfe of one ftory, which
reaches from one fide to the other, and con-
Ysins eleven rooms, each about feventeen feet
by twelve. It is flill unfinithed, the floors
\& laid, and has never been inhabited.

n and brought to its prefent ftate
in lefs +MinMix weeks ; but his depofition put
an immediate ftop to its proorrefs. The con-
ftruction of {8 large a building in fo fecure a

lace, and in fuch a fmall {pace of time, has
always been deemed a myftery; but there is
every reafon to fuppofe that he intended it for
his confort the prefent emprefs, whom it is now
well known he had determined to divorce and
imprifon. That mifguided and unfortunate
prince came a few weeks before his depofition
to Schluffelburgh, to fee prince Ivan; when
he examined this houfe with great attention,
and feemed fatisfied with the expedition of the
Workmen *, ’

Several

. * Bufching fuppofes that Peter conftrufed a houfe for
Prince Ivan in the fortres of Schluffelburgh. This can
Mean no other houfe than that defcribed in the text, which
-Lam convinced was defigned for the emprefs ; but Bufching

probably
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Several ftate pnfoners of hlgh rank’ have
been - confined in this fortrefs among | the
moft remarkable are the followmg Maria *,
fifter of Peter the Great ; Eudoma 1-, frft vmf} :

o

probably did.not know that Ivan was removed
the beginning of Junc. Bufching, vol. VI. )ff

in the next volume.

* Maria was imprifoned upon fufpicio
cerned with Alexey, was again releafed, and died at
Pcterfburgh in ‘1723, -

+ Eudocia ‘was married, in 1689 to Peter the Great;
then only in the 18th year of his age ; and was ‘delivered of
Alextyin 1690. Her oppofition to Peter’s plans of re-

. formation, and her repeated remonftrances agamft his
mcontmence, occafioned her divorce, which took place
in 16963 when fhe was compelled to aflume the veil, and
was confined in a convent at Sufdal. Dutlng her refi-
dence in that convent, fhe is reported to have, eontradted
a connection WItb a general Glebof and cven to have
entered into 4 contraét of marriage by excﬂangmg ring$
with him.  Encouraged by the predictions of the arch-
bithop of Roftaf, who, from a dream, ‘announced to her the
“death of Peter, and her immediate return to court undes
the reign of hcr fon Alexdy, fhe re-affumed her fecular .
drefs, and was publicly prayed for in the church of the
convent under the name of the emprefs Eudocia. Being
brought to Mofcow in 1718, and examined, fthe was, by
order of her inhuman hufband, fcourged by two nunss
and imprifoned in the convent of Ncw Ladoga, without

.- being fuffered to fee any one but the perfons who brought
her



c. 7. SCHLUSSELRERURGH. - .40I

of the fame monarch, who was bere ~imprifon~'
ed in’ one of” the moft gloomy cells. Count .
Piper, minifter to Charles XII. who was taken
at the battle of . Pultava, died” /,wre after a lin-
gering captivity. Blren duke -of Courland,
. favourke of the cmprefs Anigiand regent
" of Ru N pere exchangcd the " ppmp of pa-.

.

Iacewfo 3 loathfome ﬂunfrcon, a.nd the.

her food, h the dreﬂ”ed herfelf, for The had no fervant
to do tT¥molt flavith offices, nor more than one cell for-
~ her perfon.  Sece Letters from a Lady in -Ruffia, p. 46,
From thence e was removed to the fortrefs of Schlufiel-
burgh. “Being releafcd upon the acceffion of her grand-
+ fon Peter JII. the repaired- to Mofcow, was prefent at his
coronation, as well as that of the emprefs Anne, and ex-
plred in the Dcvntchcx nunnery, when. ﬂlc held | her court, -
in 1731, in the 59th year of hei age *.

This princefs, though certainly 2 weak woman, perhaps
. was not fo guilty as fhe was reprefented by Peter, Mrs. Vi-
gor, who faw and converfed with her at Mofcow in the
“year “1731, aflutes. us, that Glgbof ¢« underwent fuch
% pepeated tortures, as ie was 1hou5ht no creature could
‘ have borne, with great conftancy, perfiting in his own
¢ and her-innocence during his tormedts. At laft the
« % czar himfelf came to- hirp, and offcred him 'pardon jf
““ he would - confefs, He.fpit'in the czar's face, and told
# him, he fhould difdain to’ fpealc to him, but he thought
# himfelf obliged to clear hig. miftrefs, who Avas as wirtuous
“ a woman as any'is it the world,” &c, .See Ibid. Pe 440
See Voltaire, Schxmdt, &c. o

4 Schmuit, G,en. Tab, in,his Rufl, Gef,

Vou. II, - Dd iU-Yg’téd'
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'ﬂl-fated Ivan, after an imprifonment of - three
and twcnty years, bere fuffered an untimely
death. :
Thefe melancholy 1deas, heightened by the -
dreadful gloom, the dead-filence, and the aw-
ful appearance of 3 few folitary cdhtinels,

of time and place, I fhudder at
Je&tion of 2 Ruffian ftate-prifon,

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIIL

j’ourncj:}wiz Petertburgh 20 Riéa.——Hyiory of -

Livonia}— Narva.— Dorpt.—Riga,—.2nec-

dotes ofk ®eneral Brown,

N excurfion through Livonia, Courland,
and phrt of Pruffia, will form the fub-
Jec of thig and the following chapter.

May 8, 1785. On quitting St. Peterf-
burgh, we purfued our journey through part
of Ingria, Efthonia, and- Livonia, provinces
conquered from the Swedes by Peter the Great,
As the ground was in many parts covered with
{now, and as we travelled night and day, we
could not fufficiently obferve the ~produc-
tions of the country; and as the incidents
of the journey were in no wife remark-
able, I fhall chiefly confine my account to
the hiftory of Efthonia and Livonia, and
to a fhort defcnptlon of Narva, Dorpt,
and Riga, the only places, through which
we pafled, in any degree worthy of no-
tice, ! .

Dd2 | As
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As Efthonia and Livonia, bordering upon
Ruffia, Sweden, and Poland, and reciprocally
. claimed and poflefled by 'thofe three powers,
weré, during a period of more than two cen-
turies, a conftant fource and a perpetual fcene
of the moft bloody wars, it may nog be un-’
neceflary to flate briefly their hiftofy, and ta-
trace the caufes which rendered fthem ob-
-je&ts of fuch contention to thefe . three

powers.

In 1158, fome merchants of ~Bremen,
bound to Wifby, in the ifle of Gothland *,
‘being drove by ftrefs of weather, Jlanded at,
the mouth of the Duna, and trafficked with
the natives, - Drawing confiderable advan-
tage from  this trade,. the merchants return-
ed in great -numbers, and gradually cfta-
blithed 2 fettlement. A ‘German' monk of
the Auguf’cme order, who accompanied the
new colonits, acquired the language of “the
country, converted feveral of the patives to
Chnfhamty, and perfuaded them to be bap?
tized.

According to the cuftom of that barba-
fous era, an order of knighthood, firft call-
ed the Knights of Chrift, and, afterwards

i 4 Nachrzchtcr von Lxeﬂand, S. R.G,v. g. p. 263.
with
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‘'with more propricty the Knights of the
Sword, was inftituted for the propagation
of Chriftianity by fire and fword. Thofe
military mnﬂionanes, equally fanatic and fan-
guinary, gradually overran the couritry, and
reducing the antxent inhabitants, rendered
them at the fame time Chriftians and flaves.

In 1271, thefe knights, being incorpo-

. rated in)the Teutonic.order, ftiled them-=

felves.K.ii.ghts and Lords of the Crofs; and
purchafed Efthonia, in 1521, from the king

of Dcnmalk ‘Walter Plettenberg their chief;+

or general of the order, having obtained from

+ the grand mafter of the Teutonic order the
. chief jurifdi®ion of Livonia, was confidered

as independent, and admitted foon after-
wards by Charles the Fifth among the princes
of the empire.

The knights continued in pofieffion. of

Eﬁhoma and Livonia, until the weaknefs
and impolitic condu& of their mafhrs, and
civil diffenfions, incited the ambition of the
neighbouring powers, and involved the coun-
try in'a feries of bloody wars.

In 1556, the archbithop of Riga being

imprifoned by Walter Furfténberg, the ge~

neral of the order, implored the affiftance

of hlS uncle Sigifmond Auguftus king of

Ddj Poland.
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Poland. Sigifinond immediately armed in
favour of his nephew, invaded Livonia, and
compelled Walter Furftenberg not only to
reftore the archbithop to liberty, but to con-
clude a treaty, by which he acknowledged
himfelf and the province of Livonia depen-
dent on.the crown of Poland.

But Ivan Vaffilievitch, whofe %nceftors
had' formerly pofiefled Dorpt, ahd other
towns ‘in Livonia and Efthonia, Iid claim
to thefe provinces, and efitering LiVo&ii with
a formidable army, refolved to annex them
to the Ruffian empire. '

In this imminent danger, the city, of Re-
vel, and the inhabitants of Efthonia, threw
themfelves under the proteion, of the king
_of Sweden, who, in taking pofleffion of that
province, claimed Livonia as an annexed de-
pendency. At the fame time the Ruflians,
-entering Livonia,. met with little refiftance,
" took Furflenberg, the grand maftet; pri-
' foner, and over-ran the greateft part | bf the
country. - '

Gothard Ketler, who was appointed grand
mafter in the place of Furftenberg, finding
it impoffible to refift the Ruflian arms,
haftily concluded a treaty with Sigifmond
. Auguftus, ceded Livonia to the crown of
Poland,

'y
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Poland, "on condition of referving to hime
felf and " heirs male the duchies of Cour-
land and Semigallia as fiefs of Poland. At
-the conclufion of this treaty, Livonia, the
obje of contention, thus ceded to Poland,
was partly poffefied by the Poles, partly by
the Swedes, and, partly over-run by the Ruf-.
fian arms.

‘ In thi} fituation of affairs, Ivan Vaffilie«
vitch crnferréd on Magnus prince of Den-
mark, *who, in the ca pacity “ of bithop of
Pilten in Courland, had fome pretenfions. to
Livonia, the nominal _fovereignty of that
province... Having already related * the ac-
count of that tranfattion, together with the
ere&ion and extintion of the fhort-]ived
kingdom of Livonia, I fhall only add, that
Ivan Vaffilievitch, being worfted by Stephen
Bathori, king of Poland, in feveral engage-
ments, was glad to purchafe a peace, by
ceding, in 1582, to the crown of Poland,
all that part of Livonia which he had. oc-
cupied: but the king of Sweden continued
in, pofleflion of Efthonia; and, by the fourth,
.article of the peace of Oliva, obtained pof-
feflion of all Livonia. Thefe important pro-

* Book IIL Ch, vi.. .
Dd4 vinces.



408 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B. 4.

vinces of Livonia and Efthonia,- containing
all the north diftri® between the *gulf of
Finland, the Narova, the Pexpus lake, and
the Duna, and ﬁlctchmg to the boundaries-
of the prefent government of. Polotfk, were
‘wrefted from the Swedes by Peter the Great,
and confirmed to the Ruffians by the peace
of Ryftadt, in 1721.

The reformation was firft introduced into
Livonia and Efthonia in, 1522, and was foon
embraced by.all ranks of people.- The Lu-
theran religion is the moft prevalent ; but
all other fe&s are tolerated.

Narva and -its fuburbs, according " to a
geographical " divifion, are fituated partly in
Ingria, and partly 'in Efthonia, as the river
Narova ‘divides thofe two provinces; but
in the divifion of governments eftablithed by
the prefent emprefs, it is comprifed in Ingria,
or the government of St. Peterfburgh,

Narva i near.100 miles from Pctcrfburgh
and ftands .on the- Narova, 24 mil¢s from
the point where that river iffues from the
lake Peipus, and eight miles from its. mouth,
where it falls into the gulf of Finland.,! The
houfes are. built of brick ftuccoed white,
and it has more the appearance of a Ger-
‘man than of a.Ruflian town.

In
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In the fuburbs, called Ivangorod, or John’s
Town, the coloflal remains of an antient for-
trefs, buile by Ivan Vaffilievitch the Great,
impend in a piGurefque manner over the
fteep banks of the Narova.

The principal -exports from 'Narva are
hemp, flax, timber, and corn; the imports,
falt, tobacco, wine, falted herrings, fpices,
tea, {ugar, and other grocery wares.

I did not omit vifiting the two falls of
the river Narova, which have been too
pompoufly defcribed by feveral travellers,
and which muft appear trifling and unin-
tereftings to any one who has feen the fall
of the Rhine at Schaffhaufen; of the Dahl,
near Gefle, in Sweden; and the f’cupendous
-cataracts of Trolhetta.

The breadth of the river is about 200
feet, and the perpendicular height of the
falls fcarcely exceeds twenty feet,. The fteep
and chalky banks of the river, its rapid and
. turbid ftream, and a rocky ifland which fe-
- parates the two falls, form a rugged and’
picturefque fcenery, which is heightened by
the foam and roarmg of the catara&.

Near Narva is the fpot celebrated for the
vitory which Charles the Twelfth, in the
mneteenth year of his age, gained over the

Ruffian
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Ruflian army in” 1700. Authors prone to
exaggeration, and willing to render more
marvellous the exploits of the Swedith hero,
have diminifhed the Swedith army to 3000;
and increafed the Ruffians to 100,000, The
fat feems to be, that Charles headed, on
‘that memorable day, at leaft gooo men, and
that the Ruflians did not exceed 32,000 *.
And it is no wonder that the veteran troops
of Sweden, led on by their undaunted mo-
narch, fhould triumph over a raw "undifci-
phned army, commanded by gencrals at va-
riance with each other. Six thoufand Ruf-
fians, including thofe who were drowned in
attempting to pafs the Narova, fell in this
engagement ; but the confequences were ftill
more fatal-to the Ruffian arms, as the whole
artillery was loft, and the greateft part of
the infantry furrendered to the conqueror.
The number of prifoners was f{o grcat; that
‘the officers, were only detained; thé' reft,
being difirmed and difmifled, were |driven
along like a'flock of {hcep to the dxf’cance
of a league from Narva. .

Peter the Great, inflead of being dxfpmt-
ed with this lofs, exclaimed, I expected

% Sce L’Evefque’s Hift, de Ruflie, vol.-iv. p. 169.
4 | ¢ that
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¢ that the Swedes would beat my troops ; but-
¢ in time they will teach us to conquer them.”
Nor was this predition long before it was
verified. In lefs than five years from the
defeat at Narva, he revenged the dithonour of
his arms on that unfortunate day, by taking
that town by affault ; and gave the following
fingular proof of his humanity. |

The Ruffian foldiers were beginning to
pillage, and to commit all the diforders
ufual when a town is taken by fltorm..
Peter traverfed the ftreets on horfeback,
with his drawn fword in his hand, reftrained
his troops, from pillage, killed two who re-
fufed to defift, placed guards at the doors of
the principal houfes and before the churches,
and repaired to the Hotel de Ville, where
the magiftrates and principal citizens had
taken refuge, and throwing his {word upon
the table, exclaimed, “ It is not ftained with
¢ the blood of the .natives, but with that of
“ my own foldiers, whom I killed in.order to
“ fave your lives ¥.” :

Dorpt, 174 verfts, or 116, miles, from
Narva, ftill bears evident marks of the
dreadful devaftation which it fuffered in the

L’Evefque, p. 201.
) wars
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"wars between the Swedes and Ruffians in
the beginning of this century; and particu-~
larly in the.ruins of its cathedral, which
form a piturefque objet on an adjacent
hill. In addition to thefe devaftations, the
town f{uffered a few years ago from a violent
conflagration s but it is now rebuilding, and
will rife more beautiful from its ruins, as
the emprefs has contributed with her ufual
munificencé. A wooden bridge: over the
Empack was likewife burnt down, but has
been fupplied by a magnificent ftone bridge,
on which I remarked, and noted down, the
following arrogant mfcnptxon : -

* Sifte i lmpetus hnc flumen,
Catharina 1I. jubet ;
Cujus munificentia hac moles
In publicum commodum
Extructa, Livoniaque primo
Lapideo ponte adornata,

" ’ 1783'

In purfuh;g our route from Narva to
Dorpt, we coafted the lake Peipus, a large
. . ! |-

* Here, O river, flop your impetuous courfe, Catha-
rine the Second commands; by whofe munificence .this
.mound wgs raifed,” and Lwoma adorned with this firfk

ftone bndgc. o
but
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but unintereﬁi_ng piece of water, the banks
flat, and the environs moftly fandy.

Dorpt ftands in the midft of the moft fertile
part of Livonia, which has been called, from
the abundance of grain it produces, the Gra-
nary of the North; and ‘this fertile diftrict
continued till we came within a few miles of
Riga, which js invefted, as Mr, Wraxall
juftly obferves,  on every fide with deep bar-
s ren fands, Its fituation in fo barren a {pot
« was chofen by commerce, the genius of
¢¢ which ftill protects and enriches it *.”

nga, the capital of Livonia, contains within
the fortifications gooo inhabitants, and in the
fuburbs 155000, exclufive of a garrifon of
1000 foldiers, It derives its confequcnce
from its fituation on the Duna, a river which,
being navigable from the frontiers of the go-
vernment of Polotfk, brings the produions of
the north-eaftern parts of Poland, and the weft-
ern provinces of Ruffia, and is fufficiently deep -
to receive, clofe to its walls, fhips of burthen,
which fail to and from the Baltic,

Next to St. Peterfburgh it is the moft com-
mercial town in the whole Ruffian emipire.
‘"The trade is chiefly carried on by foreign

* Wraxall’s Northern Tour, p. 281.

merchants,
g !
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merchants, who are refident in the town. The _
merchants- of an Englith faGory eftablithed
there enjoy the greateft fhare of the commerce,
and live in a very hofpitable ‘and {plendid
mannef. The principal -exports are corn,’
hemp, flax, iron, timber, mafts, leather, tal-
low, &c. ; its principal imports are falt, cloth,

filks, wine, grocely wares, and falted her-
" rings.

Thc mait trade, fo beneficial to this town,.
i1s carried on in the followmg manner: The
burghers of Riga fend perfons, who are
called - maft-brokers, into the Ruffian.. pro-
vinces, in ordet to mark the trees which are
fit for the purpofe. ‘The proprictors of the
lands fell them ftanding. They grow moftly
on the diftri&s which border on the Dnie-
per, and are fent up that river to a landing-
place, and'“trin{ported about thirty verfts to
~the Dufia. They are then formed into''floats
"of from §o'to 200 pieces, and defcend the
ftream to Riga, The tree which produces
the largeft ma&s is the. Scotch fir. Thofe
picces which are from 18 to 25 inches in
diameter are called mafts; under thofe dimen-
fions, fpars, or, in England, Norway mafts 5
becaufe Norway exports no trees more -than

18 inches in diameter.
The
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The Englith merchants, who contraét with
government, buy thefe, mafts from the burgh-
ers of Riga; and great fkill is required in
diftinguithing thofe that are found throughout
from thofe which are in the leaft internally
decayed, They are ufually from 70 to 8o
feet in length. - :

The hemp is brought from the Ukraine
and Poland, and employs two years in its
paflage to Riga, The barks in which it is
conveyed, are from 256 to 300 tons bur-
then ; are covered with matting, floping like
a penthoufe roof, and bave a falfe bottom,
They afcend the Dnieper and the Duna; but
can only pafs the laft-mentioned river in the
{pring, or about three weeks after the fnow

. begins to melt, on account of the numerous
thoals; fo that if they mifs that time, they are
delayed till autumn, .

The hemp exported from Riga is gene-

tally more cfteemed, "and 30 per cent. dearer

«than that which is exported from Peterfburgh*

the former comes from the Ukmine, the pro-.,
.vinces of Mobhilef and Polotik, and the neigh-

bouring parts of Poland; the other from the

governments of Tver and Novogored,

* -Lately the i?kraine hemp has found its way to Pe<
tepfburgh.
" The
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The Riga hemp is chiefly ufed for throuds
and ftays of men of war; and procured by
. contra&t for the Englith admualty and Eaft
India company.

In cafe of necefiity, the Urtica Cannabina, -
or the hemp-nettle, might be fubftituted in -
_ the place'of hemp. It is a native of fouth-

caftern Siberia, on the other fide of the Oby,
and is chiefly found in the vallies, between
rocky mountains, and on the badnks of rivers.
It comes out early in the fpring, and af-
- fords good fhoots, which are eaten by the
natives as vegetables. It flowers in June or
July; and in good foils fhoots from ten to
fifteen feet high. In Siberia the feeds .ripen
in September, about the time of the firft
froft. It is perennial, and multiplies by
running. The cords made from this fpe-
cies are- f{tronger even than ‘thofe twifted
" from-hemp. The Mongal Tartars ufe them
for the cords to their bows, and for nets to
catch animals in the woods. .In fothe parts
of Germany the natives employ them for
ropes. This plant is-defcribed in Amman’s
Stz'rpiam Rariorum tn Imperio Rutheno Icones
Deferiptiones, p. 173. N° 249. plate ‘25,
Urttm Jfolits profunde laciniatis 5 alfo in Gmelin’s
" Flora Siberica, It will be defcribed in the
third volume of Pallas’ Flora Ruffica,
- | The



¢. 8. ANECDOTES OF BROWN. 417

'The common nettle, the wrtica urens of
Linnzus, fupplies the natives of Kamtf-
chatka *, and of the Kuril Ifles, with cords
for their fithing-nets.

The inhabitants of Rig’{a. cairy on alfo a
_ Confiderable commerce in falt: They import
“it from Spain, and fend it up the Duna to
fupply the diftricts bordering on that river}
and by land inte Courland, and the nenohboup '
ing provinces of Poland. :

We paid our refpets to General Brown,
the governor of Riga, and had the honour
of dining with, that gallant veteran, who,
.with a pleafing garrulity natural to old age,
related a variety of interefting adventures
that had befallen him in the courfe of a lopg
and acive life. Ile is a native of. Ireland,
and was born in the beginning - of this cens
tury. Being a Roman catholic; he was com= .
. pelled to feck his fortune in foreign courts,
which, he would willingly have dedicated te
_hisown. He firft entered the Auftrian, and
finally into the Ruffian fervice. He ferved
under Count Munich againft the Turks; in
the camtpaigns of 1737, and 1738, and dif-
tinguithed himfelf at the fiege of Otchakoﬁ

* Sce Cook’s laft voyage, vol. iii. p. 339.~=Pallas Notd,

Beytr vol.ivs p. 11§, .,
Vor. IL. Ee Bemg
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Being fent with a corps of troops into Hun-
gary, he was taken prifoner by the Turks,
fold as a flave, and transferred to four dif-
~ ferent mafters. At one.time he'was bound
back to back with another prifoner for eight-
and-forty hours, and expofed almoft naked
.t the various places where flaves are brought
for fale. He had then borne the rank of
colonel in the Ruffian fervice, but _gave out,
that he was only a captain, in order to leflen
the price of his ranfom. Having. been ac-
cidentally met by a gentleman, to whom he.
was’ perfonally known, he fent, information
of his fituation to the French embafiador,
who found means to purchafe him for 300
ducats. But his Turkith mafter difcovering
that he was of higher rank than he had pre-
tended, reclaimed his’ prifoner, and threatened
to ufe force in order to recover him. The
French embaﬁ'ador, however, apphed 'to the
Grand Vigir, who decided ‘in his 'favour :
‘Count Brown recovered his. liberty, gnd re-,
turned to Ruﬁ“za, in which fervice he was
gradually promoted and has been lately ap-
pointed governor of Riga, a place of the:
greateft truft,

The bridge over the Duna, at Riga; is a
.ﬁoatmg wooden brxdge, 40 feet in breadth,,
‘ - © and

K
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and 2,600 in length, and is formed in the
following manner: A row of piles is driven
in, extending from one fhore to the other;
each pile is from 25 to 4o feet long, ac-
cordmg to the depth of the river, and ap-
pears about four feet above the level of the .
water, , To thefe piles the feveral parts of
the brléoe are loofely faftened, by means of
iron chams fixed to the tranfverfe beams.
The. bridge rifes and falls with the river;
and, when heavy-laden carriages pafs over it,
plays under the, wheels as if actuated by a
fpring. This bndge is the fafhionable walk,
apd is an .agreeable bufy fcene, when crowd-
ed with peoplc, and lined on each fide with
ﬂnps taking in or unloading their cargoes.
In the beginning of winter, when thg froft
fets in, the bridge is taken to pieces, and re-
moved ; the piles remaining in the water, are

-forced up by the ice, and conveyed to land:

o

, 9

the whole is again laid down, on the melting.
of the ice, in the fpring.

The importance of the trade of Rloa lel
appear from the following tables: =

Eez .LIST
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LIST of the Number of Veﬁ'eIs ztmved

at RIGA, 1732 and 1783.

1782. '41783.
‘Danith - I 125 | 145
" French - - -l - 8
From St. Peterfburgh -1 42 33
' Englith “. =« 94} 200
Dutck - - < 6| 122
" Swedifh - -~ 298| 422
Pruffian - - -1 15317 123
From Oftend - - 123 66
Portuguefe - - - 7 7.
American -~ o« - — I
From Bromen - - - 16 | 34
"'Dantzxc « =~ 5 | 10,
.Lubec ‘ B - 29 ;'| 26
‘ R.oﬁoc ' - - 231 3

| Hamburgh R S N Y
Pernau - - - 4! 6
~ From Rngé - - - 30 k " 38
Total - -l 961 }1,254
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LIST of the Number of Veflels which ar-
rived and failed from RIG A, in 1784;
{pecifying thofe which wintered there.

| | Wincered. | Asrived. Departed.
"Danih .- e] — 169 160
French =~ -] o 10 10
FromSt. Peterfburgh|{ 14 | 32 36
Englith - - 3 |- 17 51 174
Portuguefe - - | — 4 p
Pruffian - -] 2 771 77
Swedih - - 4 311 | 31k
Dutch - e - 170 | 170
FromOftend -} — 33 33
Genoa -~ - | — I 1
Hamburgh - | — 12 12
‘Lubec - - 4 27 27
Bremen - I 25| ¢ 24
Dantzic -~| — | 3| 3
Roftoc - - A — 11 1L
Pcrpau&Revei — 4 4
Riga- - - | 15 30 20
Total = | 43 | 1,085 | 1,077

Ee3 VALUE
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VALUE of ‘the Cargoes of the Veflels
. which failed from RIGA, in 1784,

LY -

- g T — g - -

* Roubles, Copecs, -

For Denmark =+, 735,335 78 ~
.France - - 270,886 68 — -

the Dominions of th¢ - C

Emperor - - « 51’,,259 45 =
England - + 1,288,284 58 —
_ Spain - - ~ 388,843 1~
Portugal - - 302,213 93, —
Pruffia - 6477595 —
Sweden - » -1,182,907 79—
Holland - - 1,470,329 93 —
Ialy - - - 135097 8 —

Hamburgh & Bremen 209,840 7 —
the ‘B&lt’?&_‘: - - 292,707 39 —

- —_ —
Tota] of Exports - * 6,392,422'44 —
Valug'of the Imports 1,42;2,7-17||87 12

| iixcefs:of Expo}ts - iF4,969,7o4 56 12

. L
" # In Englith money, if we eftitmate"a pound fterling
at fix roubles, £. 1,005,403, omitting the fractions. )

y L23prige - 1 £.828,284,

COIN
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COIN IMPORTED.

——

" - Value in Roubles.

. Ducats 448,739 = = - 1,207,741 10
New rix-dollars 1,780,744} 2,368,389 8%
Old rix-dollars 138,976% 1,182,058 84%

]

Sum total of Coin
imported - - * 4,758,189 79}

L. 793,031

Ecy  CHAP.
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CHAP IX

Mittau.— Dutchy of Courland, — Hiftory, ==
Succefion.—— Anecdotes of Erneft John Bia
ron. — Conftitution.— Feodal Dependance on
Poland.—Rights of the King of Poland.—
Prerogatives of the Duke.— Dict.— Nobles,
‘e— Religion. — Larzgzmge — Memmel, —
Fourney to Konigfberg,—Sketch gf the Hif~
tory of Prufiia,

N quitting Riga we croffed the Duna,
‘ ' pafied through a flat fandy country,
thinly inhabited, to the Ruffian frontiers,
about fixtzen Englith miles diftant from Riga,
and entered the dutchy of Courland, Our
. baggage was moft ftrictly examined by a Ruf-
fian cuftom-houfe officer, who even 1bpened
(n.u"portfohosx and examined the fialleft pieces .
of paper. This ftri¢t fearch is made for the
- purpofe of preventing forgigners from catrying |,
out of Ruffia the current coin; an ufelefs
~ precaution, it thould feem, confidering the de-

bafed ftate of the coinage.

i Mittau,
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Mittau, fixteen miles from the frontiers
of Livonia, ftands in the midlt of a very
fertile and agreeable country ; is 2 long town,
containing a mixture of brick houfgs, fluc-
coed white, and wooden buildings. It cons
» tains httle remarkable . but the palace and the
academy,

The palace, built by the late duke, is a
great pile "of buildings, containing a large
and a handforné fuite of apartments, but al-
moft “ totally without furniture. It is fo
magnificent, and upon' fo large a fcale, for
fo little a fovercignty, as almoft to juftify
the witficifm 'of 2 traveller, who affirmed
that the palace was larger than the duke-
dom, eftimating the country not from its fize,
but from its trivial confequence, in the fcale of
~ the north,

The academy, inftituted by the prefent
duke at a.confiderable expence, contained, in
. May 1785, almoft as ‘many profeflors as ftu-
dents, there being eight profcﬁ'ors, and only
twenty ftudents.

The dutchy of Courland and Semigallia
is bounded on ‘the north by the Baltic, on
the eaft by Livonia, and by Poland on the
fouth and weft. It ftretches in length 250

: Englith
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Englith miles, and its average breadth -may
be eftimated at about 40 miles.

In the laft chapter I have already obferved,
that Gothard Ketler, grand-mafter of the
Livonian knights, in confideration of ceding
Livonja to Poland, was to be invefted with.
the dutchy of Courland and SemlgémrAt
Wilna, where this treaty was concluded; in
1561, Gothard Ketler, and the prmc1pa1
knights, quitting the habit and enfigns of the:
order, he received the inveftiture of his new
dukedom as an hereditary fief' to be held of
the crown of Poland, and did homagc for the
fame,

Gothard dying in 1 587, was fucceeded by
his fon Frederic; and, in 1589, it was enact-
ed by the diet of Poland, that if this fief
fhould be vacated by the extinGion of the
heirs male of the line of Ketler, Courland and:
Semigallia fhould be united to Poland. But
themepubhc of Poland was. not fiifficiently
powerful to enforce this edic whep {hat event .
took place, *

Frederick William, ~duke of Courland, dy-.
ing, in 1711, without iffue, the right of fuc+
cefiion devolved on ‘his great uncle Ferdi,,
nand, the only furviving branch of the Ket.
ler line; but Peter the Great, who had over-

R
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ran Courland with his army, took pofieffion
of Mittau and great part of Courland, under
the pretence of fecuring the dowry for his
niece Anne,” widow of Frederic Williyn,
Ferdinand, who was abfent from Courland,
«and at variance with his nobility, was un-
able to enforce his right; and Courland was,
during the fpace of feveral years, governed by
the Ruffiafi court, under the name of the
Dutchefs Anne, The country was in a ftate
of -civil confufion, and feveral ineffeGual at-
tempts were made to raife, firft, a prince of
the houfe of Saxony, and afterwards, Frederic
Wllham, Margrave of Schvedt, to the ducal
throne,

- At length, in 1726 the 1nﬁrm1t1es and
abfence of Ferdinand giving a pretext, the
oppofite party of nobles determined to ap-
point a fucceflor; and Auguftus the Second,
king of Poland, fecretly influenced the diet
of Courland to nominate, his own natural’.fon
» Maurice, afterwards fo well known' under the
‘title of Marfhal Saxe. This appointment was
contefted by the republic of Poland, and by
Catharine emprefs of Ruffia. '
- The Polifh diet, which ‘affembled at Grod-
no, denied the right of the nobles of Cour-
land to appoint a duke, declared that dutchy
.“ o “a vacant
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a vacant fief belonging to the republic of

Poland, annulled the ele@ion of the Count
of Saxe, and propofed, on the death-of Fer-
digand, to incorporate the dutchies of Cour-
land and Semigallia to the crown of Poland,
according to the edit of the Polith diet Baﬂ'ed-
in 1580,

Catharine, who confidered Courland al-
moft as a province of the Rufftan empire,
and anxious to appoint a duke of her own
nomination, ‘equally oppofed the¢ eletion of
Maurice, -and the incorporation of Courland
to the crown of Poland; and prince Ment-
chikof, who, on the death of Cathlrine, af-
pired to the ducal throne, difpatched a corps
of Ruflian troops to Mittau, and drove Mau-
rice from Courland, - The fall of Mentchi-
kof prevented his nomination ; but the Ruf
fians, firfk under Peter the Second, and after-

wards under Anne, maintained their troops and -

jnfluence “in- Courland, and promifed .to f{up-

port the ftates in their. right to electla fove- .

reign on the¢ deceafe of Ferdinand the reigning®
duke. !

Thc death of Auguﬁus thc Secdnd, in
1733, annihilated the hopes of Matirice ; and,
on the death of Ferdinand, in"1737, the em~
prefs Anne forced the ‘ftates of Courland to

clect

[
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_ele& her favourite, - Erneft John Biron, and
fupported his eleGtion in oppofition to the
claims and remonftrances of Poland.
" At.length, deputies from the emprefs and
the new duke of Courland on one fide, and
from the king and republic of Poland. on
- thE oY ~regulated the convention ' between
the kingdom of Poland and the duke of
Courland..» This convention, called Paséfz
Subjectionss, or Ats of Vafialage, fettled the
feodal - rights, of the king and republic of
" Poland, regulated the conttitution of Cour-
land according to the former conventions or
alts of vaffalage agreed-to by the preceding
dukes, and eftablithed the fucceflion to.the
dutchy of Courland in the male line of Erneft
John Biron.
In 17 39 the chancellor of Courland did
- homage in the name of the duke to Auguf-
tus the .Third, king of Polind. But, in -
1740, Biron . being arrefted and imprifoned
. by order of the princefs Anne, .regent of
*Ruflza, under her infant fon' Ivan, the flates
of Courland declared the ducal throne va-
cant, and ele&ed, at the rccommendation of
the regent Anne, Louis Erneft, prince of
Brunfwick, and brother of her hufband An-
thony Ulric; the fame perfon who was after-
wards
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-wards governor to the ftadtholder of the United
Provinces, and generaliffimo of the Dutch
forces, until he was driven from Hollind by
the French, or, as they ftiled themfelves; “the

. patnot party

+The revolution of 1741; which dethroned
Tvan, and placed Elizabeth on tmf

Ruffia, prevented .the ratification of this

eletion ;-and from that period, tilb1759, the

adminiftration was noihinally ‘vefted in the

council of ftate; but the whole power cen-

tered in the court of Ruflia.

- In 1758, the noblés of Courland, dif-.
gufted with- their rulers, declared thé ducal

throne vacant,. and ele@ed Charles Chriftian,

third fon of Auguftus the Third. Charles

received, in 1759, the inveftiture.of "the two

dutchies from”the King of Poland," made his

entry into~Mittau the fame year, and rePaxrmg

- to Peterfburgh, obtained from -the cmplefs

« Elizabeth the reftitution of the ducal;eftates

and ' revenues which -had been fequeftered by .

Ruffia, and her renunciation of all right, and'
title to thofe two dutchies.

But the death of Elizabeth, in 1761, ren-
dered this reftitution ineffe@tual. 'Peter the
.Third recalled. Biron from exile 3 and Cathas
rige the- Second had fcareely dfcended the

2 ' . : throne,
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throne, by-the depofition of Peter, before ‘fhe
seftored Biron to his former dignity.

I fhall clofe this hafty fketch of the fuce
ceflion to the dutchy of Courland with fome
biographical anecdotes of that celebrated fer=
fonage, f
—~—Emef~John Biron * was defcended from
a family of mean extrattion. His, grand-
father,. whofe name was Buren, or Bieren,
was héad groom to. James the Third, duke
of Courland, and obtained frcm his mafter
the prefent of a fmall eftate in land. His
fon accompanied prince Alexander, youngeft
fon of the duke of Courland, in a campaign
into .Hungary againft the Turks, in quality”
of groom of his hotfe, and with the rank of
he.utcnant Prince Alexander being killed
before Buda, in 1686, Biron returned into
Courland, and was appomted mafter-hunt{fmam
to the duke. ,

* For this account of Biron I have confulted Man-
ftein’s Memoirs, p. 42, 47, 62, 190, 263, 263, 268, 280;
,Lettcrs from 2 Lady in Ruflia, Let. xxviii. xxix-; Schmidt”s
Materialien fuer den Rufl. Geth. p. 38, 44, 281, 321;
Motifs de la Difgrace d’Emeft Jean de Biron, Duc de
Courland, written by himfelf, in Bufchmo 's Hift. Magazin,
vol. ix. p- 383, 398 ;. Antwotf auf die Vcrgehcnde Schrift.
von einemn naechften 'Verwandten des Grafen von Munich,'
ibid. p. 401, 414; Gouvernement de I’ Emplre de Ruflie, by

Marfhal Mumch pafim,
, Erneft
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Erneft ]ohn, his fecond fon, was born in
1687, received the early part of his educa«
tion 1n Courland, and was fent to the univer-
fity of Konigfbergh in Pruffia, where he cons,
tintted until fome youthful imprudences com-
pelled him to retire.

In 1714, he made HLis appearameesmt~8é,
Peterfburgh, and folicited the place of page
to the prmcefs Charlot*e, wife. of the tza-
rovitch Alexey; but bemg conterhptuoufly
rejeted as a perfon of mean extraction,: re=
tired to Mittan, and chanced to ingratiate
himfelf with count Beftuchef, mafter of the
houthold to Anne, widow of Fredesic Wils
liam duke of Courlind, who fefided at Mit-
tau. Having ~through his means obtained
the office of gentleman of the chamber, and
being of a handfome figure and polite ad«
drefs, he foon gained the good-will Uf the
dutchefs, and became her chicef favourite,
The firft ufe which he made of his f: \vour,
was to obtain the difgrace and removal of
his bencfaGor Beftuchef, He foon gained.
fuch an entire afcendency over the affe@tions
of his miitrefs, that his will became her’s ;
and the upftart favourite offended by . his ‘ar-
rogance the whole body of the nobility - of
Courland

1 | Having
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Having efpoufed - Mademoifelle de Tren-
den, a lady of noble family, and maid of
honour to the dutchefs, he endeavoured,, by
means of that alliance, and thé favour of
his miftrefs, fo be admitted into the Body
of nobles; but his folicitations were - reject-

~Td witiTgreat contempt.

-

His afcendency over the dutchefs, his fpirit
of intrigue, -and his extreme arrogance; were
fo notorious, that when Anne was declared
fovercign of Ruffia, one of the articles pro-
pofed to her by the council of ftate at Mof-
€OW, e‘{prefsly ftxpulated that * the thould
not brinfg Biron into Ruffia. She confented,
but inftantly broke her word ; for fhe had"
fcarcely arrived at Mofcow, before he made
.his appearance-at her court.

By his fecret advice, the emprefs formed
a flrong party among the Ruffian nobxhty,
gained the guards, and brought about. the
revolution, which reftored to the crown de-
« fpotic authority. :

* But when the whole plan was ripe for

" execution, Anne hefitated, and: was alarmed,

till Biron. took her by the hand, and+led her
to the door of the apartment in which the
council of ftate, fenate, and principal nobi-

Vor. II. . Ffg & - iy
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lity were affembled; and fhe was declared
abfolute fovereign.

Within the fpace of a few months, Biron
was, appointed gentleman of the bed-cham-
ber, knight of the order of St. Andrew, and .
lord high chamberlain, and, as Manftein fg&:
was omnipotent in the government; for,
during the whole reign of Anne, and fome
weeks after her death, he ruled® with de-
fpotic fway the vaft empire of Ruffia.

On the death of Ferdinand Ketler, in 17137,
the emprefs difpatched general Bifmarck,
governor of Riga, to Mittau, at the head
of a confiderable army. The noblés having
affembled in- the cathedral, - Bifmarck {ur-.
rounded the church with trodps, and com-
pelled them to ele&t for' their fovereign the
fame Biron whom they had refufed to admit
_into their corps. But his new dlgmfy did
. net prevent him from keeping his poft of

high chamberkin, and his wife that &f firft’
hdy of the bed- chamber. .

Biron governed Courland with the fime
“defpotic {pirit with which he governed Ruf-
fia; and- the nobles, who had been accuf-
tomed to great freedom of debate in their

diets, were fuddénly reftrained. Thofe who
7 ventured
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ventured to oppofe his will, or to fpeak
with their ufual “freedom, were privately
feized by perfons in mafks, forced into ki-
bitkas,and conveyed to Siberia *, - *
Of a violent and fangumary temper, Bi-
*_ron ruled Ruflid with the knout in his hand,
and compelled his imperial miftrefs, who
was natugally of a mild and merciful difpo-
fition, to order alts of the moft atrocious
eruelty, though fhe oftentimes interceded,
but in vain, with tears in her eyes, for the
unhappy vi&ims of his fufpicion and ven- -
geance. ,

The cruelties exercifed upon the moft
illuftrious perfons of the country almoft
exceed belief; and Manftein conjetures, .
that «during the ten years in which Biron’s
“ power continued, above 20,000 perfons were
“ fentto Slberia, of whom fcarcely 5,ooo were
< ever more heard of.”

The violence .of his temper would break

“Jorth in a manner moft difrefpe@tful to the
emprefs. Once in particular, while the duke
" of Bevern had an audience, Biron burft into
the apartment without ceremony, threaten-
ing, with the moft horrid Aimprecations, that

* Montftein, p. 196,
Ffz he
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he would no longe:r be vexed and tormented
by her fervants, but would retire into-Cour-
land. Having uttered thefe words, he quit-
ted she room, and thut the door with great
violence. The emprefs, in the higheft con-
fternation, lifted up her hands to hcaven,
then clafped them together, and “being al=
moft ready to faint, the opened the wmdow
for, frefth air. While the continticd in this
agitation, the dutchefs of Courland, accomg
panied with her children, entered the room,
kneeled' down, -and entreated the emprefs to
forget and forgive the paﬂionate behawour
of her hufband. Anne in this, as'in every
other inftance, relented, and bore with his
infolence *.

His influence over his imperial miftre(s
was fuch,..that during the fitting of thc ca-
binet eouncil, fhe ufed frequently tourepau-
to an adjoining room, in which her favou-
rite remained, -to receive his advice, lor ra-
ther his orders. She had no table of her
own, but ufed to dine with his famxly e

He knew only.two languages, the Ger- -
man, and his native jargon {poken in Cour-
land ; fo that he governed the extenfive em-

* Bu[chmo ) Wochentnhche Nachnchtcn, 1774, p 316
PII‘C
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pire of Ruffia without even underftanding
its language. He even piqued himflf on
his ignorance of that tongue, having once
faid in the prefence of the emprefs Qrine,
- that he would not learn the Rufiian, be-
. cdufe he could not bear to read before her
“majefty all the reports and memorials which
-were daily tranfinitted to him. |
Biron SWas undoubtedly a man of very
great capacity; during - his whole adminif~
tration, the external fplendour of the Ruf-
fian empire, and its intérnal tranquillity,
~announced the wifdom of. his meafures; and
he fhewed his judgment in employing fuch
a ftatefman as Ofterman, and fuch a general
as Munich. ‘ Lo
He was a fincere friend and an’ implaca-
ble enemy; and it was juftly faid of him,
“that he feldom forgot a benefit, and always
remembered an injury. _ '
He amaflfed an enormous fortune in mo-
* ney and jewels; and on public occafions his -
magnificence * far exceeded the magnificence
of the emprefs,
. He

* In his vifit of ceremony to'the Marquis de la Che-
tardie, the French embaflador, he was preceded by the'
following proceffion :

1. An officer of his court on horfeback. ,

Fr3 2, Two
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He had fo long diretted the affairs of a2
great empne, that he could not brook re-
tiring . into Courland, He accordmgly pre-
vaxled upon the empxefs, on her death bed,
to dppoint her great nephew, prince Ivan,
her fucceflor, and himfelf regent, until the
prince had attained the age of feventeen ;~
and he managed this whole tranfaGion with
fo much art, that he feemed onlys to accept
the regency at the earneft’ requeft and re-
commendation of Marfhal Munich, the
Chancellor Ofterman, and the principal Ruf-
fian nobility, as it were for the good of the
- empire, and not to fatisfy his own ambition.

" Having thus fecured the regency, to “the
exclufion of Anne, the mother of the young"
emperor, the firft a& of his power in that

T'wo fervants on horfeback. . "
Thhite carriages drawn by fix horfes, Cont”uhmg {ix
cavaliefs.
Twenty-four fervants-on horfcback.
Six running footmen
. Two blacks.
Thxrty lacquies on foot., "
Twelve pages.
Nine heyducs.
. His mafter of the horfe.
Laﬁly, The duke himfelf in a fplendid carriage drawn by
.+ fix horles ; behind, two fervants in Turkifh dreffes.

o

Yol
O 0 oud

capacity,
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" capacity, was to obtain for “himfelf a clear
.revenue of 500,000 * roubles per annum,
and the title of Imperial Highnefs.

But the power’ which he had thus. ac-
quired by intrigue, he attempted to fEcure
. by repeated aéts of arrogance, perfecution,
and cruelty. Piquets were placed in the
fireets to prevent commotions. ~The nu-
merous {ples which he entertained brought
him vague accounts of contemptuous ex-
preflions and ill-formed plots. Such num-
_bers were arrefted, that fcarcely a day pafled
" in which pérfons fufpectéd were not impri-
foned 2nd tortured in order to force con-
feflion. But inftead of difarming the envy
and jealoufy of the natives, who were dif-
affeGted at being poverned by a foreigner,
he increafed his own unpopularity by the
haughtinefs of his demeanour, and treated
even the parents of his fovereign thh the
.moft éxtreme brutality.

It was natural that prince Anthony Ul.
ric and the princefs Anne, the father and
mother of the infant emperor, fhould be
difaffe@ed at being fet afide, and a foreigncr

*'£.100,000, according to the value of rouble of
that period,

Ff4 . preferred
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preferred to the regency ; and Anthony Ul-
ric, who was a prince of great {pirit, even
exprefled his difapprobation in the ftrongeft
terms to the regent himfelf,

The duke of Courland fufpeding  that
the prince was forming cabals againft his
government, called on him .early one morn--
ing unexpetedly, and without being an-
nounced; “Your highnefs,” he ftid, “does
s not deal fairly with me; for you' promifed
“ to inform me if any difaffeted perfons ca-
. ¢ balled againft me, and you now know what
“ intrigues ar‘e carrying on againft me.” " ¢« I
¢ lnow not,’ rephed the pnnce, ¢« that any
« thing is now in agitation which will be de-
« trnnental to the emperor and the coun-
« try.” ¢ T will ‘take care,” returned Biron,
1o place- this empn‘e in fuch a, ﬁtuatlon,
-# as no-other perfon is capable of doing ; for
~¢ T am nexther deficient in knowledge or .

“ power.” ¢ The nobles muft affift fjou,

faid the prince, * and you muft all be ac-
“ countable to the emperor.” “Am I inot
“ regent,” replied Biron, ¢ with abfolute au-
“ thority? Such affertions, fir, may occafion
« great ‘commotions ; and your highnefs muft
s know, that whenever factions arife, the em-

¢ peror. and the-.country are in danger ; and
s« what
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“ what muft be the inevitable confequence, if
¢ you and I thould be at variance?” <A
¢ maffacre I} returnéd the prince with great
warmth, and putting at the fame time_ his
hand upon his fword. . -
After much altercation, the prmce ac-,
cufed Biron of having forged the teftament
and fignature of the emprefs;.and the duke
quitted the apartment with thefe words:
« This affair, fir, is of fuch 1mp01tance,
« that it muft be laid before the prin¢ipal no-
« bility of the realm.” Repairing inftantly to
his palace, Me fummoned the cabinet coun-
cil, the® fenate, and the principal nobility,
and acquainted them- with the converfation’
which had pafled between him and the
prince. But when the imperial minifter,
Count Keyferling, who was prefent, endea-
voured to juftify the prince, he called the
prince a- lar, who had mifreprefented the
converfation; and turning to Keylfétling,

. faid, «“ We want here no advocates, and no
"¢ lawyer’s quirks ;” 2nd walking up and down .

the apartment in great agitation, exclimed,
“Am I a poﬂ‘oncr' or do Icontend for the
“ throne and the fcepter }” "

The princefs Anne, who *had been in-

formed of the mifunderftanding, now ar-
riving,
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riving, he turned to her, and explained with
great bitternefs what had already pafied.
Anne was exceedingly affeCted, and appeared
to blame her hufband’s condu¢t. At length,
the “prince himfelf being' fummoned, was
prevaned upon to attend, and foon after-
wards made his appearance. Being  repri=
manded by' Biron, and by feveral who were
prefent, in the groffeft terms, Lé highnefs
at length fubmitted to demand pardon, the
tears ftarting from his eyes from .this neceflary
*but degrading conceffion; and the affair was
huthed up. * -
Soon aﬁerwards, the regent fentea mef-
fage by Marfhal Munich, ordermg the prmcc
to refign his military employments, ‘and ‘not
to ftir out of his ‘chamber. But this ftate
of things could not laft long. The regent,
‘at variapce ~with the parents of the emperor,
fufpicious of plots forming aguinft him, and
detefted by the nation' in general, kecame
agitated and uncafy, felt the precarioufnefs
of his prefent fituation, jpaid his court with .
great affiduity to the princefs Elizabeth,!and
feems even to have formed the defign of
marrying heér to the prince, his eldeft fon,
and of raifing *her, or her nephew the duke
of Holftein, to the throne of Ruflia. He

was
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was imprudent enough to declare publicly, -
. that if the princefs Anne was refmé’cory, Je'
would fend her and her hufband ‘into ' Gere,.
“many, and place the duke of Holftein on thf: 3
throne. T
While he was fluctuating concerning hls
“fature conduc, and laying plans to remove
thofe who gave him umbrage, his own ruin
came from-2 powerful quarter which he did
not exped; and was not prepared to refift.
Marfthal Munich, fecretly difpleafed with
the regent at not being appointed generalif-
fimo of the- Ruffian forces, fomented the
difcontents, awakened the fufpicions of the
princefs Anne, and prevailed upon her to
permit him to arreft the duke of Courland.
His offer being .accepted, *he fucceeded in
{ecuring the perfon of the regent, and ar-
refted him on the 18th of December, only
twenty days after he had been appointed
to the regency, Lieutenant-colonel Man-
‘ftein, who was employed by Munich on
"that memorable occafion, and who has re-
lated the tranfaGtion in his Anthentic Me-
moirs, penetrated, at the head of only twenty
men, into the palace inhabited by the duke
of Courland, though guarded by forty fol-
dicrs, who were placed. under the windows
of
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"of the regent’s bed-chamber, and by nu-
merous centinels- pofied in the feveral apart-
ments through which he was to pafs. Be-
ing. perfonally known to the centinels, ' they
permitted him to pafs, thinking that he had
an affair of confequence to communicate to
the regent. Having burft open the door of
his bed-chamber, he approached ihe bed, In
which the duke and dutchefs Were fo faft
afleep, that the noife did not awaken them.
On drawing the curtains, both ftarted up in
furprife, and the duke inftantly got mou’t‘of
bed with an' intention to efcape, but was
prevented by Mantftein, who threw” himfelf
upon him, and held him faft tiil the foldiers
came to his affifance. In this interval the
duke had difengaged himfclf from Manftein,
and endcavouunor to burft from the foldiers
who had laid hold of his arm, rccexved feveral
blows frofh the but-ends of their mufkets.
Being at length thrown down on thé floor,
his mouth gagged with a handkerchief, and his
hands tied behind him'with an officer’s fafh,
he was led to the guard-room, where bemo
covered with a foldier's cloak, he was con-
veyed' in a carriage to the winter palace, in
which. the princefs Anne refided. While he

was lcadmg away, the dutchefs fprang out of
bed,
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bed, and though only in her fhift, ran after
him, fcreaming, in an agony of defpair, into
the fireet, till being forced away by the foldiers, -
the dropped down upon the fnow, and would
have perithed with cold, if. the captain of
-the guard had not fent for fome clothes to
- cover. her, and re-conducted her to her apart-
ment.

The ‘neki day the duke and hxs family
were conveyed  to the fortrefs of Schluffel-
burgh; and in June were removed to Pelim,
a fmall town in Siberia, where he was im-
prifoned in a ‘wooden houfe under the ftrict-
eft confinement. Fortunately he did not
long occupy this dreary prifon. The em*'
prefs Elizabeth had no fooner afcended the
throne, by the depoﬁtxon of Ivan, than fhe
recalled Biron from his imprifonment ; and
if his misfortunes had not 'foftened his vin-
dictive {pirit, he enjoyed the pleafure of feeing
his .enemy, Marfhal Munich, occupy that
» prifon which he had juft quitted.

" Biron was transferred to Yaroflaf, where
he had a comfortable manfion afligned to
‘him and his family, five roubles a day, and
the permiffion of hunting within twenty or
_thirty miles of Yaroflaf. In this fituation,
wretched when contrafted swith his former

dignified
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dignified ftation as the omnipotent favourite
of Anne,.or as regent of Ruffia, but a parag
dife when compared with his prifon at Pelim,
_he paffed his days during.the whole reign of
Elizabeth.

On the demife of Elizabeth, Peter the
Third recalled Biron to Peterfburgh, but did
not reinftate him in the dufc‘ml of Cour-~
land. Biron had refufed, during his con-
finement, to refign his right to that’ dutchy,
although -he was offercdhis liberty, and a
penfion .of 100,600 roubles per annum ; nor
could he be plevaxlcd upon by Peter the
Third to abdicate in favour of the duke -of
Holftein ; nobly addipg, that nothing- fhould
“induce him to do fuch an injury to his family :
but that he would prefer even a fecond im-
prifonment. - :

Catharine, foon after the 1evolut10n whmh
placed her“on the throne of Peter the Great,
took compaffion on” his misfortunes, and re-
ftored him to his former d:gmty

Biron repaired to Mittau in 1763, twenty-
eight years after he had been elefted duke
of Courland, and for the firft time fince he
had been raifed to that dignity. Prince .
‘Charles of Saxony, although fupported by a
laroc party in Courland, yet receiving no aflift-

' . ance
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ance from his father Auguftus the Third, was
,compelled to retire before the Ruffian forces ;
and Biron reccived the ocaths of allegiance ‘md
fidelity from the whole nation.

In 1764, he obtained from the ng and
republic of Poland the inveftiture of Courland
for his eldeft fon Peter, the prefent duke; in
1769, abdicated in his favour ; and, in 1772,
clofed at Mittau, in the eighty-third year of his

.age, a life of almoft unparelleled viciffitude.

‘ T}}e conftitution * of Courland is of o
complicated a nature, and the rights of Po-
land, of the duke, and of the diet, fo inter-

woven, *that in order to form 4 diftin& and .

accurate relation, it will be neceflary to fepa-
rate and explin thein with fome degree of
minutenefs.

From the hiftorical fketch of the: fuccef-
fion to the ducal throne of Courland, it will
appear that Courland is a male-fief, depen-
dent on and conferred by the crotvn of Po-
" land.

The territonal . fupaiorify of Poland is
fettled by the Pacta Subjeionis, or a&s of
vaflalage, ' ratified by the king of Poland and

* For the hxﬂ:ory and “conftitution of Courland, fee
~ Lanngnich, Juf. Publ. Reg. Pcloni. lib, I. ¢ x. fec. ve
to vii, and Zicgennorn’s Stasts Reeht der Hertzogs
thuerner Courland and Semegallen.

duke
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duke of Courland, when the dukc receives his:
mve{hturc

This territorial rxght eonfifts prmmpally in
" the following articles: The king invefts each
© duke with the dutchies of Courland and Se-
migallia as fiefs of Poland; and receives his
homage as from a vaffal ‘to bis liege lord: .
- If Poland is "engaged in war, the duke is
boand to furnith 200 horfe; or 500 infan-
try ; and the nobles are likewife bound to
" fupply, as their quota, 200 horfe, or 30,000
~dollars in .the firft year of the war, provided
no -Polith .or enemy’s troops are quiartered ‘in
Courland, and 10,000 dollars in each of the
fucceeding years.

The money of Courland is to bear on one
fide, the head of theking, or the arms of Po-
land .and. Lithuania; it muft alfo be ftruck
‘upon the fame ftandard as the coin’lof Poland.
+ The Polith money muft pafs current in Cour-
land, and the Courlandith in Polangl.

The king fettles all difputes between the
"duke and his fubjeéts, receives remonftrances
againft any infringement of privileges from
the diet. of Courland againft the duke, and cap
order the redrefs of grievances.

The dict of Poland muft finally ratify all
laws which tend to alter or ncw-model the
conftitution of Courland, and which have been

pafled: «



C.9. PREROGATIVES OF THE DUKE. 449

paﬁ'cd by the duke and diet of Courland, to

" be referred to the king and republic. of Po-

land. The Polith diet alfo confirms the crea<
tion of nobles, and the indigenat recht, or right

- of naturalization,, recommended by the duke

o and diet of .Courland. - It is alfo the fupreme

N + e .

court of judicature, to which any noble may

appeal fram the decifion of the courts of juf-

tice in Codrland. In all civil caufes above

the value of goo Polith florins, and in all

criminal cafes ‘fpecified in the flatutes of
Courland, the final decifion is left to the king

and republic-of Po}and The king in return

binds himfelf to fupport the conftitution of
Courland, the duke in all his prerogatives;
~and the nobles and burghers in all their pri-

vileges. .

The duke and diet’ of Courland enjoy'the
fupreme authority in all other “circumftances,
not contradictory to their feodal dcpendancc on
Poland, or which are not mentnoned in the
alts of flleC&lon

The duke is mvef’ced with the executive
power, and " the ‘general adminiftration of af--
fairs. He has a negative in all the proceed-
ings of the diet,. confers the principal charges,
both civil and military, cn)oys the right of
pardoning criminals, judges in particular cafes

Vor, II. Gg , without
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without appeal, in all civil caufes below 500
Polifh florins 5 and in delinquencies and crimes
not fpecified in the ftatute law of Courland.

The duke, ftrictly fpeakmg, has the nght
to declare war ), make peace, or contract alli-
ances ; but although fome inftances of his
exercifing thefe prerogatives have occurred in -
the hiftory of Courland, yet he uﬁtal]x confults
his dict on thefe occafions. His nevenues are
very ample, and are derived from the ducal
demefnes, which are fuppofed to contain one-
third of the dutchy, from tolls and cuftoms,
marerial and feudal rights, ﬁncs, and confifca-
tions of goods, amounting to not lefs than
£ 160,000 per annum, which almoft entirely
belongs to his own privy purfe, as the ex-
pences of his court are trifling, and he is not
permuted by the laws of his country, to keep
- on foot more than 500 troops. "
~ The prerogatives of the duke are circum-
" feribed by his Vaﬁatage to Poland already men-
tloned by the diet "of Couzland, and the pn-
vileges of the nobles. ‘

Diets are ordinary or extraordmary ; and both -
are convoked by the duke, either at his own
fuggeftion, or dt the requeﬁ of the nobles.

‘ Extraoxdmary diets are fummoned as occa-
fion requ..res. Ordinary diets are convoked every
two
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two years, about fix weeks previous to the
meeting of the Polith diet. With the cir-
cular letters expedited to the different parithes
for the eleGtion of the deputies, the duke alfo
fends the propofitions . called Dehberatnons,
which are to be laid before the diet, and muft,
aty the fame time, tranfmit any grievances,
which. mplamed of by the body of nobles,
for the confideration of that affembly.
" The deputies muft be noble, and are ele@-
éd by the nobles in their refpective parifhes.
The number of* deputies returned is uncertain,
becaufe fometimes one parith choofes one or
two deputies, and not unufually three p’trlfhcs"
join in appointing only one, but may be efti-
mated at not more than twenty-feven, the
number of parifhes.

The diet aflembles generally at Mittau, and
immediately choofes, by a majority of votes,
a marfhal or prefident. The d°putles then,
with the marthal at their. head, repair to the
palace, are received by the duke in flate, kifs
his hand, and are entertained at dinner. _

The diet, conjointly with the duke, impofes
taxes, and paffes all laws and regulations which
do not infringe on the feodal rights of Poland,
or alter' the conftitution of the country'; as all
fuch propofitions, after having been approved

. Gga by
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by the duke and diet, muft be tranfmitted
to the Polith diet for its-approbation or re-
jection.

In all grievances, the diet firft fubmlts them

to thie duke; and if he confiders them as nu-
' gatory, and refufes to redrefs them, «the depu-
ties enjoy the privilege of laying their remop-~
ftrances before the diet of Poland, as tha £—
preme court of legiflature, ~

All queftions are carried or rejected by the
majority ; and each deputy muft vote accord-
ing to the inftruGtions he has received from
his conftituents: but in all inftances wherein
the conftituents have -not fully inftruceed their
dcputy, his vote is null, and the fcntnnents of
the majority prevail.

From this abfurd method of gwmg pre-~
vious inftru@jons, and the attempts of the de-
puties_to elude them, many inftances oécur in’
the hiftory.of Courland, in whith the mmonty
have prevalled over the majority : this{cuftom.
has alfo ‘given rife to feveral attempts which,
not without fuccefs, have been made for a
fingle deputy to affume to himfelf the right of
the /Jberum' veto * in Poland, though under
another name, and ‘to be the means of” dif-
folving the dict from his fole oppofition.

* See Book I, ¢h. v.
~ At
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At the diffolution of the diet, the depu-
ties are bound to acquaint their conftituents
in perfon with ‘the tranfadtions of that af-
fembly, a circumftance which neceflarily gives
rife to factions, and has not unfrequently occa-
fioned civil conimotions.
' any of the privileges of the nobles are
enoMwQussaad inconfiftent with every prin-
ciple of found policy. A noble cannot be
arrefted, by order of the duke, for the moft
flagrant a&, except within twenty-four hours
after the commiffion of the crime; if he
efcapes during that time, he cannot be 'ar-
refted without an order from the king and.
republic of Poland; he cannot be impri-’
foned till he is found guilty ; and _cannot bg
executed, but'by the permifiion of the king
and republic of Poland. .
© The higheft and moft important officers
of ftate muft be. drawn from their body.
Nobles are exempted from the payment
of all taxes and impofts whatfoever, being
"only bound, according to the feodal tenure,
in time of war to furnith their quota of
cavalry ; and all geods and merchandife im-
ported or exported foi their ufe pay no duty.
"Their power over their peafants is, if pof-:
fible, more unbounded than that which the
Ggjs Polifh
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Polith gentry poflefs over their’'s. They enjoy
the criminal jurifdiction without appeal; and
though certain forms and limits are preferibed
by the laws, yet, in' effe&,. no fuch limitation
take$ place. In judging delinquencies and.
crimes, a noble can form a fummary court of
~ juftice, compofed of himflf, three or .four
friends, and an attorney; and, M/g a .
mock-trial, may order the delinqucht to imme-, -
diate execution, or to corporal punifhment.

. By the contftitution of Courland, the duke
is affifted in the adminiffration of affairs by
a privy council, called the Supreme Coun- .
cil, compafed of four high counfellers, and
two civilians or dottars, all appointed by the,
duke, but holding their places for life, unlefs
proved to Be guilty of ‘malverfation, and remo- .
ved by the king of Poland. The four high
counfellors are; the hlgh fteward, the; ‘chancel-
lor, the burgrave, and the murfhal,

The provmce of this council is|to advife
the duke in all ‘concerns of ftate, .to take
cage'that' the rights-and privileges of the
fubje are not infringed, and to make remon-
ftrances againft any grievances.

The féur high counfellors form alfo, in
conjun&tion with the duke, "the criminal
cqurt of judicature for the nobles, to which

‘ ' o an

'
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an appeal lies from the inferior courts of

_juftice; and which judges, without farther
appeal, all crimes excepting premeditated mur--
der, wilful burning of ‘houfes, robbery, rapes,
or open violence, which, as being capital, are

referred to the king of Poland.

"N\yThe fame four high counfellors are invefted
Mncy, whether in the minority,
abfence, or Ticknefs of the duke, or on a va-
cancy of the ducal throne. In thefe cafes, the
two cjvilians, who are confidéred as the duke’s
counfellors, are excluded, to the great detri-
ment of the country, as they are ufually the
moft enlightened counfellors, and not being
nobles, are more inclined to encourage the art§
and fciences, manufaures and commerce, and
are particularly attentive, that the privileges of
the lower orders thould be preferved.

The enormous privileges of the nobles
have been the occafion of fomenting the trou-
bles, and exciting the civil commotions, Which
have overwhelmed Courland for this laft cen-

~tury. Its internal hiftory is little elfe than a
continued feries of difputes between the duke
and the nobleés; the boafted freedom of the
country is a {pirit of faction under the name of
liberty, which, as in Poland, means an arifto-

- Ggg cratical
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cratical licentionfnefs, opprefling others, but
{ree itfelf to commit all kinds of enormities.

In all countries, wherever the fpirit of feu-
dal anarchy and feudal defpotifm (the worft
{pectts ‘of tyranny) prevails, the peafants are
oppreﬁ“”éd, and agriculture is in a declining
ftate ; the merchants are defpifed, and co
merce languithes ; men of learning are ne
ed, and letters are uncultivated;* the nobles
and gentry alone enjoy the right of being
land-holders, and center in themfelves the
whole powers and emoluments of government,
Daily, however, this odious flavery Jofes
ground ; the age becomes more enlightened ;
the citizen, the merchant, the manufa&urer,
and the peafant, gain efteem and confequence ;
and the time perhaps is not diftant, when they
will burft the fhackles, which prevent them
from ernijoying the common rights of nan.

If the prefent duke fhould die without
iffuc, the right of  appointing the duke, ac-
cording to, the ‘rules of fucceflion lately
eﬁabhfhed would ‘be- vefted in the  diet of
Courland to be approved of by. the king
and republic of Poland. But as Courland
1s too fmall a ftate to act independently of
the great’ neighbouring  kingdoms, the no-

mination
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mination of the new duke would entirely
depend on the will of that power which has-
moft preponderance in the north, and confe-
quently moft influence in Poland.

When Poland was the great, prepondemtmv
power, Courland was fubfervient to -that re-

blic ; when Sweden, under Guftavus Adol-
phdyand his immediate fucceflors, rofe fupe-
rior to Polad, Courland was over-ran by the
Swedes, and its fovereign led into captivity *.
When the fortune of the houfe of Vafa
declined, and Ruffia gained the afcendancy,
Courland became almoft a province of Rufiia;
its dukes were elected and depofed, its counciis
dire¢ted by the influence of the court of Peterf+'
burgh, and its dependence on Poland was a
mere formality. ‘But as Ruffia has lately loft
her influence in Poland, the duke of Courland
has emancipated himfelf from his abfolute de-
pendence on the court of Peterfburgh. But
whether this emancipation is temporary or
permanent muft depend on the fate of the
prefent war, and the .iffue of the pending
negotiations.

The prevalling religion of Courland is the

* James duke of Courland, taken prlfoner in 1458 by.
Charles X, king of Sweden,

Lutheran,
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Lutheran, but all other religions are tolerated ;
and by the adts of fubjetion, the Roman
catholics particularly are capable of holding
all military and civil offices, that of the
chantellor and a few others excepted.

The language of the natives in Courland
is a diale@ of the Livonian or Lettifh, the
fame language which is fpoken, with £Tit-
tle variation, by the natives in L1voma and
Efthonia, and is probably derived from the
Finnith. The nobles, and gentry, being de-
fcended from German fettlers, fpeak Ger-
man ; and that tongue is always ufed in the
debates of the diet. - .

From Mittau we traverfed the dutchy
of Corland, a country fwelling into gentle
hills, and fertile in corn, hemp, and flax.
The .inhabitants export thofe commodities
from thc port of Libau on the Baltlc,“the only
comrncm;al town of Courland and import in
return, coffee, tea, wines, cloth, falt, dad other
foreign erchandizé, which fupply the interior
confumption. The country is moftly open ;
but in fome parts clothed with forefts of
pmc and: ﬁr, dotted with occafional groves
of fine oak, and fprinkled with much, un-
derwood. The villages are. neat, the feat-

ered cottams and gentlemen’s feats prettily

: fituated
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fituated amid clumps of trees, and the inng
provided with beds, a great luxury to travel-
lers juft come from Ruflia.  The. roads are.
extremely indifferent, and in this feafon of
the year fcarcely pafiable. :

We quitted Courland, near Polangen, a
Nl town of Poland, and, crofiing over a
narN& ﬂip of Poland, entered Prufila, and
foon reached Mcmmel an ill-built town with

narrow dirty ftreets, but remarkable for its
extenfive commerce.

Memmel is provided with t‘le fineft har-
bour in the Baltic. In 1784, 996 fhips,
amongfe which were 500 Englith, arrived
“here. The imports are chiefly falt, iron, and’
falted herrings ; the exports, which greatly
exceed the imports, are amber, corn, hqmp,
flax, and particularly timber. An Epglith
conful refides here. The trade is daily increa-
fing, on accourit of the high duties which
the court of Ruffia has laid on the imports of
Riga. :

Memm’el is fituated on the northern ex-
tremity of the Curifthe Haf, an inlet of thé
fca about feventy miles in length, which is
here joined to the Baltic by a narrow ftrait.
Having ferried over the Haf, we purfued
pur route along a fpit of land, or a narrow

peninfula
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peninfula enclofed between the Curifche Haf
and the Baltic. 'This fpit of land is 2 fandy
_beach, about eighty miles long, and fcarcely .
three broad, and almoft folely inhabited by
fithermen, who build their huts on the other
fide of the fandy eminence which forms the
beach ; and we fcarcely faw a fingle hovie
from the time we quitted Memmel,J’ we
came to a fmall village encircled “with a few
corn-ficlds and ftubbed pines, about forty-four
miles from Memmel, where we breakfafted
the next morning.

During our route, one wheel of our car-
riage ran clofe to the edge of the wattr; and
as the weather was mild and the fea calm the
waves did not pafs their bounds, and force us
to dgive along the deep and floping fand-hills
which bound the fhore. :

As the rate -at \Vthh we trave]led fcarcely.
cxcecaed two miles and an'half in the hour,
we amufed ourfelves during the greilteft part
of the day with walkmg on the -beach, and
picking up .the piece§ of amber, which are
thrown athore by the waves of the fea'in fuch
large. quantities as in fome parts to feem like,
hC'IpS of {mall thells. :

After creeping near forty hours, we at length
reached the fouthern termination of the fpi;‘

o
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of fand, and paffed - through a country agree-
ably diverfified with hill and dale, and appear-
ing ftill more agreeable from the contraft of -
the barren and defolate fand which we had
juft quitted. . We reached Konigfberg at mid-
night, after having employed fifty hours in
erfing: 20 German or 9o Englith miles.

PR{ia, of which Konigfberg is the capital,
is formed info, two great divifions, Eaftern and
Weftern Pruffia, both of which were united
in the fourteenth century, fubje& to the Teu-
tonic knights, and governed by a grand mafter
of that order.- During that and the following
century,* many difputes arofe between the
Teutonic knights and Poland concerning the”
boundaries of Poland and Pruffia: and the
grand mafter was conftrained to do homagé
to the King of Poland for the poﬂeﬁion of
Prufhia.

‘At length Albert, a prmce of the ele@oral
houfe of Brandenburgh being chofen grand
mafter of Pmflia in 13512, compromxfed the
*matter in difpute with Poland, by ceding to
that crown Weftern Pruffia, and referving to
himfelf Eaftern Pruﬁia, to be held as a ducal :
fief, defcendible to’ his heirs male, . and in
failure of iflue male, to revert to the crown of"
Poland. 'In confequence of this agreement,

Albert
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Albert received, in 1525, the inveftiture of
Eaftern Pruffiz from Sigifmond, king of Po-
land ; and at his death tranfmitted it quietly
to his fon Albert Frederic. '

Albert Frederic being infane, his Pruffian
dominions were governed by his coufin George
Frederic, and afterwards by John 'SigifmcmiﬁJ
eleor of Brandenburgh, whos had- e#ffifed
Anne, eldeft daughter of the duke of Pruflia.

"In 1611, John Sigifmond obtained from
Sigifmond the Third, king of Poland, the in-
veftiture of ducal Pruffia, as a vaffal.to the
crown of Poland; and, on the death of his
father-in-law, in 1618, fucceeded, *without
oppofition, to that dutchy; thus annexing to
‘his electoral dominions this valuable coun-
try. . - : |
In-1658, Frederic William, defervedly fur-
named the Great Ele&tor, obtained ffém John
Cafimir, and .the republic of Poland, i) the abo-
lition of his vaffalage for Eaftern Pruffia, and
the ereGion of that dutchy into an mdgpndenj:
fovereignty. : ‘

His fon Frederic raifed that dutchy into a
kingdom, and, in 1701, was crowned king
‘of Pruflia at Konigfberg; and the late king,"
Frederic the Second, wrefted from Poland, by

the treaty of partition, * Polith or Weftern
Prufiia,
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Prufiia, and re-united. the whole country under
one fovereignty.

Komgfberg, the- capltal of the kingdom of
Pruffia, is about five miles in circumference :
and, including the garrifon of 7,000 men,
contains 60,000 inhabitants. It ftands on-the

gel, a navigable river which flows from
the ‘\o(th-wcﬁem provinces of Poland, and
here falls.into the eaftern extremity of the
Frifehe Haf, an inlet of the Baltic. No fhips
drawing more than feven feet water can pafs

_the bar, and come up to the town; fo that the
'laroe veflels anchor at Pillau, a fmall town on
the Baltie, which is the port of Konigfberg
and the merchandize is fent in {fmaller veﬂcls
to this place. -

The trade of Konigfberg is not-inconfider-
able, as will appear from the table of the: ex-
ports and imports for 1784, inferted in the
Appendix.

Konigfberg contains an univerﬁty, founded
by Albert of Brandenburgh. * According: to
the original endowment thcrc were forty. pro-

feffors ; but their number is now reduced to -

fixteen. Each profeffor receives a falary of
about [. 50 per annum, which may be in-

creafed by private leCtures. In 1775, the uni-.

verfity contained 8oo ftudents, of Whom zco
g are

-
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are lodged and boarded at the expence of the
crown. There are three public libraries in
the town, the Royal or Univerfity Library, the
“Town Library, and the Wﬁllenrodt Library,
fo called, becaufe it was given by Martien von
Wallenrodt, in 1650.

In the laft-mentioned colle¢tion I was fhewfr
the original fafe-conduct granted to Luther by
Charles the Fifth, and figned by that empe-
tor’s own hand. Trufting to this fafe-con-
du@, Luther appeared at the diet of Worms,
notwithftanding the remonftrances of his friends,
who reminded him of the fate of John Hufs
_on a fimilar occafion. But Luther, With that
~ undaunted {pirit which accompanied all his
acions, filenced his friends by declaring, that
he was lawfully called to appear in that city ;
and < thither will T go,” he added, though as
~ * many devils as there are ti! les on the houfes
" were combined againft me.’

As he could not be prevailed upo}], either
by threats or intreaties, to retract-his opinions,
fome of the Romifh clergy, with that fcanda-
lous {ophiftry which deemed that faith ought
not to be kept with heretics, propofed to imi-
tate the cmmple of the Council of Conftance,
and to condemn Luther to ‘the flames. But
as the members of the. diet. flartled with hor-

: © ror
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ror at another violation of the public faith, and

as Charles peremptorily refufed to ftain his

adminiftration by fuch an 1gnomuuous a&tion,

“Luther was pcrrmtted to retire in fafety *, and

completed the reformation, which was mtro-=

duced into thefe parts by Albert of Branden<
\burgh, the firft duke of Pruffia.

Roberfon’s Charles V. vol. ii. p. 123.

Vou.I. .  Hh CHAP.
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CHAP X

Of Catharine I.—FHer orzfrm and early adven-

" tures—~—Married to a SWCdlﬂ’l dragoon.—

Captured by the Ruflians. — Becomes the”
miftrefs, confort, and fiucceffor of Peter. the
Great.—Death of that monarch without ap-
pointing bis_fucceffor.— Hiftory of Catharine’s
elevation ta the throne—~—Her deaz‘b and cha-
raller.
ANY authors have exprefled great
furprize at the_ contradiCtory reports
relative to the origin of fo extraordinary a
perfonage as Cathariné I. But when we
confider .the. lownefs of her extrattion, the
variety of uncommon adventures which befel
her ‘during the early period 'of her iife, her
equwocal ﬁtumon -with general Bauer and
prince Mentchikof, before her connetion with
Peter the Great; and that the did not excite
the public curiofity until the became: the fa-
vourite 'of  that emperor, when fhe and her
friends could prevent, as much as poflible,
~all inquiries into her former fituation ; T am’

fo far from being {urpnzed we knaw fo little,
that
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that I rather wonder we are acquairited with
fo many particulars concerning her birth and
early adventures. To expet that the hiftory
of a perfon of low extrattion, who gradually

dfe to the moft exalted ftation, fhould on- -
t2ain no uncertain and difcordant accounts, is
to expelt impoffibilities. ANl that remains,
theretore, s, w1thout prejudice or partiality,
to examine 'md compare the various hiftories
of Catharine I, and to colle® from the whole
the moft rational and probable narrative,

Catharine was the nataral daughter * of 4

country
[ ]

# I fhall here fay a few words concerning the authors .,
from whom I have principally extralted thls account of
Catharine' I, The firft and moft authentic of thefe is
Weber. , !

1. Weber was the Hanoverian refident at Peterfourgh
during part of the remn of Peter L. and took extraordmary
pains,to obtain the beﬂlmormadon relative to the origin of
Catharine. He learnt the Ruffian lnguage of Wurmb
who had been tutor to Gluck’s children at the time When

, Catharine was'in that minifter’s houfe at Matienburgh, and
ovho was at Peterfburgt in 1714: from him, therefore, he
was ablc -to obtain_the moft authentic intelligence. Can
we wifh for more accurate information? Weber nay pof-
fibly have been miftaken in 2 few trifling incidents, but his *

narrative upon the whole is to be depended upon. Sce Ves
randertes Rufiland, Vol. I, p. 7—10.

2. La Motraye, in_his Travels, has given a fhort ace
count of Catharine’s family, &c. Among other intclli-
Hh2 gence,



468 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B.4.

coumry girl ; and was born at Ringen, a {mall
village

gence, he colleéted much information from a Livonian
_girl, who had been fold by the Ruffians to the Turks, EN!
whom he bought in Turkey of the Janizaries: this gisl
knew Catharine at Marienburgh, and told him feverale
particulars relating to her, which were afterwards confirni-
ed to him in Livonia. The account of La Motraye cor-
reﬁ)onds with that of Weber in the priitipsl events, differ-
ing only in a few tnﬁmg poiiits.

3. Bruce has ‘alfo given an account of the origin of
‘Catharine in his Memoirs lately publithed, which he re-
lates as he heard it told by thofe who knew her from her
infancy. His narrative correfponds, upon the whole, with
that of Weber in all eflential circumftances. In.the courfe
of this inquiry I fhall point out one or two imiaterial in-
ftances wherein they differ.

‘Thefe three perfons are the principal authors who were
in Ruffia towards the beginning of this century, and who
collected information upon the fpot: we may thercfore
rely upont‘thein with more fafety than upon l%ter authors 3
and +they all agree in confirming the lownefs pf her birth
and her marriage with the Swedifh dragoon.

Voltaire, in “his Life of Peter L. has ﬂxgl)tlx‘ paffed over
the carly adventures of Catharine : he mentions nothing of -
her birth, her marriage with the Swedith foldier; as cir— .
cumftances derogatory from the honour of the mother of®
the emprefs Elizabeth, by whofe defire he wrote the Life
of Peter the Great. But, willing to ennoble the family of
Catharine E he records a ftrange ftory, which has all the air
of 2 romance, concerning a brother of Catharine, named
Scavrontki, who was found to be the fon of a gentleman of
Lithuania, Voltaire cites for his' authonty “Jle manu-

« ferit
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village upon the Lake Virtcherve, near Dorpt,
Jin

« fprit curicux d’'un homme qui etait alors au fervice du
/) czar, & qui parle comme temoin ;” but withou® men-
tioning his name.

From Voltaire many fucceedmg authors have advanced
that Catharine was of the family of Scavrontki; and it is
certain that the emprcfs Elizabeth acknowledged that
famdy as her réations, and conferrcd feveral honours upon
its members.

This anecdote concerning Scavronfkn is pofitively con-
tradited by a paffage in baﬂ'cvntz, who affifted Mentchikof
in raifing Catharine to the throne, and who muft have
known if any brather of Catharine had been at Peterfburgh
during the life of Peter. He aflerts, that Catharine did
not produce any of her relations during Peter’s lifes
that after his death a perfon made his appearance at Pes'
-terfburgh as her brother, under the name of count Hendri~

kof ; that he lived in-obfcurity during the reigns of Peter II.

and Anne; and that Elizabeth made his fon a chamber-
lain.  Bufching, IX. p. 295.

Weber alfo upon this head relates, ¢ that a near relation

« of Catharine came to Peterfburgh with his family, con-

“ fifting of three fons and two daughters, e was called
count Ikavoronfki [certainly the fame as Scavronfki J;
the eldeft daughter, Sophia, was taken by the emprefs
to be her maid of honour ; the other childien were edu-
“ cated by their father. The arrival of thefe flrangers:
gaverife to many reports concerning the origin of Ca-
tharine ; that her father, whofe name was faid to be
John Rabe, was a quarter-mafter in a Swedifh regiment ;
that her mother was the daughter of a town—fcérctary
£ of Riga, and was delivered in 1682 of Catharine. The

Hh3 “ widow,

(3
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[ . ® . .
in Livonia, The year of her birth is un-
certain j

¢ widow, after her hufband’s death, went to her relations
¢ at Riga; byt dying foor afterwards, Gluck took

$¢ foundling into his family. Thefe reports, which began
¢« to circulate, oecafioned a public decree, forbidding all®
« perfons, upon pain’ of death, from uttering difre(pec?cful
¢ expreflions againft the late emperor, or the peigning ems
s prefs and her family,”  Ver, Rufl. Vol.*IIL p. 76.

We may indeed take it for granted that if Catharine’s
family had been nobly defcended, the fecret would have
been difcovered during the life of Peter, and have ‘been
favourably reccived by that emperor, who was prevented
by the obfeurity of her birth from carrying her with him to’
Paris, not willing to expofe her.to any infult: « 11 ne voiloit
¢ pas Pexpofer, dit-on, aux rebuts qu’il craignait pour elle,
“ wi Pobfcurité de fa naiffance, de la délicatefle Francaife.”
Baffevitz in Buf. Mag. IX. p. 316, '

An Auftrian envoy, who Wwas at Pcterfburgh in 1726,
and wrote an account tq his court of her acceffion to the
thronc fqyc, « that {he was a natural daughter of a Livo-
« nian nobleman, whofe name was, Alvcndhel; that her
« mother afterwards marricd a nch peafant, by whom
¢ fic had a fon and a deughter; that the form{r was put
# to death’ by Peter, for openly declaring himfclf to be the
« brother of Catharine ; and that the ﬁ{‘cer reccived for fome
¢« timz a penfion of 300 roubles from the emprefs, but '
8 was afterwards confined in a houfe of corrc&ion ‘during
# the reign of Peter 1. by Catharine’s defire.” He adds,
« that Catharine was brought up in Gluck’s houfe; that
¢ fhe became the miftiefs of Tiefenhoufen, a captain of
# a Swedifh troop, by whom fhe had a fon ; that he after-
# wards gave herin marriage t6 a dragoon of his troop,
# with whom fhe lived three years, yntil fhe was taken

fe pmoner
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certain; but, according to her own ac-
count,

« prifoner at Narva by the Ruffians.” But. this minifter,
A)O is well informed in what relates to the latter part of
Catharine’s life, and the means by which fhe afcended the
throne, feems to have retailed many idle reports about her
family and early hiftory. Bufch. Hift. Mag. XI. p. 48.

Before I clofe this note I muft neceflarily mention the
opinion of Bulchéng, who, during his refidence at Peterf~
burgh, collected much authentic information in refpe&t to
the various parts of the Ruffian hiftory: amongft other
articles, he has given anecdotes of Catharine 1. which he
opens by faying, « All the accounts which writers have
" hitherto given, or rather conjectured, of the birth and fa-
“ mily of Catharine 1. are falfe.” Ibid. IIL. p. 1g0.
He fays® that her family was from Lithuania, and her
“father’s name Samuel ; that her brother was count Charles
Scavronfki; that her fifter Chriftina was married to count
Simon Hendrikof, and the other, whofe name was Anne,
to Michael Yefimofki. He confirms her marriage with
the Swedifh dragoon, but places the fecene at Frauftadt in
Poland, and not at Marienburgh. He informs us, that he
obtained this information from am old lady whofe name he
conceals, who died lately at Peterfburgh, and who knew
Cathurine from her firft appearance in Ruffia, 4nd was
greatly in that emprefs’s favour. He adds alfo an account

of an officer who brought Catharine’s fifter Anne from -
Lithuania to Peterfburgh. With great dcference, how-
ever, 1o {6 refpeflable an authority, we cannot, merely upon
this hearfay evidence, fet afide the teftimonies of Weber,
La Motraye, and Bruce: this ftory feems, jn effedt, the
fame flying report as that in Voltaire ; and the Jady who
gave the intelligence to Bufching might have been willing
to ratify the current report in Elizabeth’s time, in honour
‘ Hhg4 of

-
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.count ¥, fhé came into the world on the sth of
April, 1689. Her original name was Martha,
‘which * fhe changed for Catharine when' fhe
embraced the Greek religion. Count Rof

a lieutenant-colonel in the Swedith fervice,
who owned the village of Ringen, fupported,
according to the cuftom of the country, both
the ‘mother and the child; and was, for
that reafon, fuppofed -by many perfons to
have been her father. She loft her .mother
when fhe was but three years old; and, as
count Rofen died about the fame ‘time, fhe
'was left in fo deftitute a fituation, that the
Palliﬂl clerk of the village received Her. into
his houfe. Soon afterwards Gluck, Lutheran

¢

of her friend and patronefs Catharine I. It appears, how-
ever, as well from this intclligence as from the information
of Weber and Baflevitz, that fome real or pretended relations
of Catharme I. madg their appearance at Peter(‘burgh dur.
ing her relon ; that they were acknowledged and promoted
by her, and aftorwards by Elizabeth, not unwnllma, perhaps,
to belicve, without mqulry, her mother’s famlly to have
been nobly ‘defcended.

Schmidt, in his Matenallen, &c. has col]ec’ted in ong
point of view: great part of the intelligence which relates to '
Catharine I.;, and to him I am greatly obliged for abndgmg
the trouble peceffasy in fuch a complicated inquiry.

% Baffevitz in Bufching, IX. p. 375. Some fay fhe
was born fo eanly as 1683, Bufchmg IX. p. 481,

*  pinifteg
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minifter of Marienburgh, happening; in a
journey through thofe parts, to fee the found-
ling, took her under his protettion ; brought

up in his family; and employed her in
attending his- children. In 1701, and about
 the fourteenth year of her age *, fhe efpoufed
a dragoon of the Swedifh garrifon of Marien-
burgh 4. Many different accounts are given
of this tranfaion: one author] of great
credit affirms that the bride and bridegroom
remained together eight days after their mar-
riage ; another §, of no lefs authority, afferts,
on the contrary, that, the morning of the
‘nuptiald her hufband being fent with a de-
tachment for Riga, the marriage was never
confummated. Thus much is certain, that
the dragoon was abfent when Marienburgh
furrendered to the Ruflians; and Catharine,

. * Weber fays in her 18th year'; but ify according to
her .own account, fhe was born in 1689, {he was only
thirteen,

"+ Wurmb affured Webér, that during her refidence at
Marienburgh fhe was a pattern of virtue ‘and good be-

haviour ; which contradi&s the report, that the had been 2
common woman in Livonia,

'+ Weber.
§ Bruce, p. 74-

who
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who was referved for a higher fortune, never
faw him more *.
General Bauer 4, upon the taking of Ma-
rienburgh, faw Catharine among the prift
' €rs ;
1]

* What became of her hufband is unknown.

Weber fays that Catharine, for fome time after fhe
lived with prince Mentchikof, ufed t® inquire about her
hufband, and that fhe fent him’ occafionally, though pri-
vately, fmall prefents} and that, in 1703, he was kdlcd in
a (kirmifh.

Gerdon fays, that on the day of his marriage he was
killed in an encounter; for from that time he was neveér
heard of.  Vol. II. p. 255.

Motraye, who made many inquiries about himy, con-
cludes by faying, he could be aflured of nothing from the
common report of the country concerning the fate of this
new-married man, it being fo'varioufly related.

+ Webgr relates, that marfhal Sheremetof was the ge-
neral who firft brought Catharine into Ruffia,, I fhould
certdinly have fubmitted to his authority, if Bruce had not
afferted that ‘zeneral ‘Bauer was the perfon

Bruce betrms his rarrative by faying, « s general
« Baucr was the perfon by whofe mcans the cmprefs
« Catharine arrived .afterwards to fo great an ‘height:”
and Bruce’s authority muft be preferred in this' inftance, '
becaufe he probably obtained his information from'his uncle
general Druge; who was intimately acquainted with general
Bauer, and could not be miftaken in this faét.

Perhaps this contradiction may be reconciled by confi-
dering, that ajthough marfhal Sheremetof commanded ther

ﬁluman army in- Lwoma, yet, as gencral Bauer was the
next

f
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ers; qﬁd, being fmitten with her youth and
beauty, took her to his houfe, where fhe fu-
_perintended his domeftic affairs, and was fup-
#fed to be his miftrefs. Soon afterwards the
was removed into the family of prince Ment-
chikof, who was no lefs ftruck with the at-
tra&tions of the fair captive: with him the
lived until. 1304, when, in the feventeenth
year of her age, fhe became the miftrefs * of
Peter the Great, and won fo much upon his

next in command he might either have headed the party
which entered Manenbur«rh or have taken the fair | prifoner
under h#s proteétion. Perlons have doubted whether the
were really the miftrefs of general Bauer: but when Brucp,
fays general Bauer « gave immediate orders for her fafety
« and reception into his houte, of which he gave her the
« whole charge, with authority over all his fervants, by
« whom fhe was very much beloved from her manner of
s¢-ufing them ; the general afterwards often faid, his houfe
4 was never fo well managed as when fhe was with him,”
p. 75—we can have no doubt of the fa&, as otherwife a

gencral would hardly place a g:rl under ﬁxtcen at the head
of his houfchold.

* Weber writes, that the emperor firft faw her as fhe
was cartying fome dithes through the hall: the Auftrian
minifter fays fhe was Jaundrefs to prince Mentchikof ; that
at the clofe of an entertainment at the prince’s, when the
emperor and company were intoxicated, the was recom-
mended to Peter, &c, Bufching, XI. p. 482.

§ : affe&ions,
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affections, that he efpoufed * her on the 29th
of May, 1711. The ceremony was fecretly
performed at Jawerof in Poland, in the pre-
fence of general Bruce; and on the 20th Qf
February, 1712, it was pubhcly folemruz%
with great pomp at Peterfburgh. ‘

Catharine, by the moft unwearied affiduity
and unremitted attention, by the {oftnefs and
complacency of her dxfpoﬁUon, “but above
all by an extraordinary livelinefs” and gaiety
of temper, acquired a wonderful afcendency
over the mind of Peter. The latter was fub-
je& to occafional horrors, which at times ren-
dered him gloomy and fufpicious ; antl raifed

* Gordon fays that fhe had feveral children by the ¢zar
before he efpoufed her, particularly the princefs Anne.
The czar, he adds, was married to her in 1710. Life of
Peter,. Vol."IL. "p. 258.

Weber only relates, that the mamage, whxclh was be-

- fore kept fecret, was made public in 1711 Voltaire places
the fecret matriage in 1707. ,

The following paffage, howevery in Brucc! Memoirs,
is abfolutely decifive :

« On the 17th (May, 1711) we arrived at Warfaw, and

% at Jawerof on the 2gth, where we found the czar
« and czarina, and they were privately married, at which’
$¢ ceremony.the general was prefent 3 and upon this occafion 1
¢ he was made mafter-general of the ordnance,in the room
" « of the prinice of Melita, who died a prifoner in Sweden.”
P. 36.
his
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his paffions to fuch an height, as to produce

a temporary madnefs. In thefe dreadful mo- .
ments Catharine- was the only perfon who

/uld venture to approach him : fuch was the

kind of fafcination * fhe had acquirea. over

his fenfes, that her prefence had an inftanta-
neous effe¢t ; and the firft found of her voice
compofed his mind and calmed his agonies.
From thefe cirtumftances fhe feemed neceflary,

not only to his comfort, but even to his very
exiftence : fhe became his infeparable com-

_panion on his, journeys into foreign countries,

and even in all his military expeditions.

The peace of Pruth, by which the Ruffian
army was refcued - from certain deftrution,’
has been wholly attributed to Catharine,
though fhe was little more than an inftru-
ment in procuring the confent of Peter.
The latter, in his campaign of 1711 againft
the Turks, having imprudently led his troops
nto a dlfadvmtageous {ituation, formed the
defperate réfolution of cutting his way through
the Turkifh army in the night. With this
refolution he retired to his.tent in an agony of
defpair ; and gave pofitive orders that no “one

* « Elle avait un afcendant fur fes -fens, qui tenait

“ prefque du prodnge > - Baflevitz in Bufch. IX. p. 294-
See alfo note, Vol. II, p. 157 of this work.

o 157 thould
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thould be admitted, under' pain of death. In
this important juncture, the principal officers,
and the vice-chancellor Shaffirof #*, aflembled
in the prefence of Catl*aune, and drew u J\
certain’ prehmmanes in order to obtain a truce
from the grand vizier. In confequence of
this determination plenipotentiaries were im-.
mediately difpatched, without the knowledge
of Peter, to the. grand vizier ;%and -a peace
obtained upon more reafonable conditions than
could have .been-expeGed, - With thefe con-
ditions Catharine, notwithftanding the orders
iflued by Peter, entered his_tent, and pre-
vailed upon him to fign them. Alshough
the honour of thlS peace, fays Gordon, was
Wholly attributed to Catnarmc ; yet, as he

* Motraye attributes the principal fuccefs of the nego-
ciation wijth the grand vizier to the vice-chanceller Shaffi-
rof : « It was folely to his ability, and not to any ptetended
« prefents of the czarina, that the czar owed lus deliverance
¢ at Prath. I.was well” informed 'by the Padha, with
« whom I was then, and by other Turks, even enemies to
“ the vizier, of what pafled there, and of the prefents, which
« were there made. All that the czarina did was to carry
¢ .to the czar, when he was retired to this tent, ané would
 fee none bug her, the counfels and methods which that
« great minifter fuggefted, in order to a treaty, and'to in-
& duce him to agree to them, and to give him 3 full power
« of alting.” Motraye’s Travels, Vol IIL p. 151, riote
See alfo p- 103 -

, )uft]y
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juftly remarks, thic gencrals, together with
‘the vice-chancellor Shaffirof, were the main
{prings that direQed this machine. Catharine,
hoy yever, by her condu& on this occafion, ac-
' «fiired great popularity ; and the emperorpar-
¢ ticularly fpecifies her behaviour at Pruth, as
one of the reafons which induced him to crown
her publicly at Mofcow with his own hand.
This ceremony™ was performed in’ 1724 ;

, and, although dcfigned by Peter only as a
proof of his affeCtion, was the principal caufe
of her fubfequent elevation.

Some authors have " affirmed that ' Peter
placed the crown upon her head as a prelude
to his future intention in her favour, and
even abfolutely appointed her his fucceflor :
but their aflertions are without the leaft foun-
dation ; for no traces were ever difcovered
"that he had made fuch a difpofition, either by
will or otherwilfe, Nothing indeed affords 2
ftronger proof of the contrary, than the very
mamfeﬁo of Catharine’s acceflion,” in which
“the refts her right folely upon her coronation
at Mofcow, and, upon the refolutions of the

! [

* The reader will find a very circumftantial account of
the coronation, with all the ceremonies and cntertaimnents,
- - g 'Y 3
in Bruce, who was himflf prefent. Bruce’s Memoirs,

63.
P 35110 353 fenate,
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fenate, the clergy, and the body of the gene-
rals ¥. From thefe: confiderations, let us in-
-quire by what extraordinary means a womar

% ¢ Be it known to all and every one by thefe prefe}ltsm

<« that it hath pleafed Almighty God to take, after a violent
« ficknefs of twelve days, from this world, the moft ferene
« and moft powerful prince Peter the Great, emperor,-and
<« abfolute fovereign of all the Ruffias, father of his coun-
« try, and our moft gracious lord indtdet to raife hxm to
<« eternal glory.
., % The order of fucceffion to the throne of Ru[ a being regu-
« lated by his imperial majefly of moft glorious memory; in bis
« decree, dated the sth of February, 1722, which was pub-
< lifhed to the whole nationy and confirmed by the-oaths of all
<& the flates affembled together 5 namely, that be or fhe, whont
s¢ it fbould pleafe his imperial majefly to appoint, Sould ﬁtcceea'
« 20 the throne : and accordingly he was plmfed that, in the
& year 1724, his dear. confort, our moft gracious emprefs, Ca-
<« tharine Alexicfuay fhould receive, as fbe did effectually re-
« ceive, the crown and the facred inaugurations by reafon of
« the numberlifs great and impoitant fervices which foe per-
« ﬁrme([ for the advantage of the Ruffian emp;(e as was
« fufficiently and amply declared in the manifefto, dated the
« 15th of November, 1723.

“ For which reafons the fenate or council of regency,
« and the facred fynod, in. conjunction with the body of
« generals, have unanimoufly ordained, and do notify by
« the prefent printed edi&, that all, as well ccclefiaftical as
« military and civil, of all ranks and conditions, be fubject
« and faithful to the moft ferenc and moft powerful em-
« prefs Catharine Alexiefna, ablolute fovereign of all the

« Ruffias,” Sce Dumont, Corps Dxplom. Vol. VIII -
P. IL p. 104.
of
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of her low birth could fucceed in fetting afide
the grandfon of Peter the Great, who was
the lineal heir of the Ruffian empire ;' and
_afvend the throne, to which the cduld haye no
pretenﬁons but by the exprefs appointment of
'Peter. Her influence continued undiminifhed
until a thort time before the death of that
emperor ; wheg fome circumftances happened
which occafioned fuch a coolnefs between
them, as would probably have ended in a
total rupture, if his death had not fortunately
intervened. ‘The original caufe of this mif-
underftanding arofe from the difcovery of a
fecret conne&xon between Catharine and her
firft chamberlain, whofe name was Mons.
The emperor, who was fufpicious of this
connection, quitted Peterfburgh under pre-
tence of removing to a villa for-a few days;
‘but privatély returned to his winter” palace in
the capital. From thence he’ occaﬁOnally fent.
one of his confidential pages with a compli-
| mentary meﬂ'age to the emprefs, as if” he had
been in the country, and with fecret orét%ns to
obferve her motions. From .the page’s-in-
formation, the emperor, on the third’ (‘maht,
furprifed Catharine in an arbour of the garden
“with her favourite Mons; while his fifter,
Madame Balkc, who was firlt lady of the
Vor. II. . Ii bed-
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bed-chamber to the emprefs, was in com-
pany with a page, upon the watch without
the arbour.

Peter ¥, whofe violent temper was inflamed

by this difcovery, ftruck Catharine with his -

_ cane, as well as the page who endeavoured
to prevent him' from entering the arbour ;
and then retired without utfpring a fingle
word either to Mons .or his fifter.- A few
days after this tranfaction thefe” perfons were
taken into cuftody ; and Mons was carried to
the winter palace, where no one had admiffion
to him but Peter, who himfclf brought him
his provifions. A report was at the fame
time circulated, that they were imprifoned
for having received bribes, and making their
influence over the cm;ﬁrefs fubfervient to their
own mercenary views. Mons being | cxamincd
.o |

* BaP’cmtz and Voltaire relate thm tranfaction in a dif-
ferent’ manner, but neither of them would rd&rcfcnt any
circumftance’ tendmo iii the leaft to criminate Catharinc.
The Auftrian envoyy from.whom the above: relatxon is
chiefly extratted, fays that ht reccived information of the
whole affair from the page fent by Peter, whofe name was

revenich, Bufch. Hift. Mag. XL p. 49. -

Biflevitz himfelf mentions the anecdote of his driving
her ‘under the gallows: which fCems to xmply, that Peter
. certainly thought *Catharine guilty. of an intrigue with

Mons.
by
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by Peter, in the prefence of major-general
Ufchakof, and threatened with the torture,
confefled the cbrru‘ption which was laid to
his charge.- He was beheaded; his. fifter
received five ftrokes of the knoet, and was
banithed into Siberia ; two of her fons, who
were ‘chambcrla,ins,\ were alfo degraded, and
fent "as commgn foldiers among the Ruff:an
troops in Perfia. On the day fubfequent
to the execution of the fentence, Peter con-
veyed Catharine in an open earriage under
the gallows, to which was nailed the head
of Mons: ‘the emprefs, without changing
colour at this dreadful fight; exclaimed,
“ What a pity it is, that there is fo much

¢ corruption among courtiers ¥ !

This event happened in the latter end of
the year 1724 : and as it was foon followed
by Peter’s death; and as Catharine, upon
her acceflion, recalled Madame Balke ; the was
fufpected of fhortening ' the days-of her huf-

‘band by poifon. But notwuhﬂandmg the

very critical fituation of Catharine at the

- time of his deceafe, and her fublequent eleva-
-tion, this charge is totally deftitute of the

lealt fhadow of proof; for the nature of the

* Baffevitz in Bufch. Hift. Mag. IX, p. 372,
I1iz2 "diforder
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diforder with which Peter had been long
affliGted, and the peculiar fymptoms * of his
laft illnefs, fufficiently account’ for his death,
without the neceffity of recurring to poifon..
Peter haymg, in the year 1724, decreed that ’
the reigning fovereign fhould have the power
of appomtmg “his fucceflor, ought, in com-

7

# <« Peter,” fays the Auftrian envoy, «had formerly
« contralted from one of his miftrefles' 4 complaint, which
% on account of his excefles was - never” completely eradis
« cated; and upon his drinking, at the ridiculous election
« of the mock patriarch +, an enormous quantity of wine,
« beer, mead, and brandy, it increafed to -fuch a degree as
« to become incurable ; but as there appeared ffo external
¢« -fymptoms of the complaint, the phylicians conceived the
<« diforder to be the ftone, and treated it accordingly. By
¢ thefe means the virus at length gradually gained fuch-an
<« height as to form an abfcefs in the bladder, which, in his
¢ laft illnefs, brought on a-ftrangury, that foon ended in his
“ death. Upon his death-bed he grievoully i'epentcd of
« his fins, confefled that he had fhed.much . indocent blood,
« exprefled the greateft concern for his behaviour to his
« unfortunate fon, adding, however, that hal hoped God
« wpould forgive his fins, in confideration of the good he
<« had conferred on his coumry ”  Bufch, Hift. Mag. X1’
“p. 496.

Gordon fays, “he caught cold, which, with a violefit
¢ ftrangury and retention- of urine, occafioned by an im-
« pofthumé in his bladder, put an end to his lifc on the

.« 28th of January, 1725.”

+ See an account of this in Bruce’s Mcmoirs.
) mon
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mon prudence: to have provided one in cafe of
his fudden death ; but he was feized with his
Iaft illnefs before he had performed that ne-
ceflary duty. The diforder with which he
was attacked was a ftrangury, which at 6irft
. did not carry with it- any alarming {ymptoms
of immediate danger; but fuddenly increafing
to a violent degree, occafioned fuch excru-
ciating tortares; as, in a fhort time, totally
deprived him of his fenfes. In a lucid in-
terval he demanded pen and paper,_and en-
deavoured to write ; but could only trace cha-
raters that were not legible. He then called
for his,daughter Anne; but before fhe ar-
rived his fpeech and his underftanding en.,
tirely forfook him; and in this ftate he re-
mained for fix and thirty hours before he_ex-
pired *.

It is evident from this account, drawn from
the moft unqueftionable authorities, that he
did not appoint his heir: and though.fome
perfons have concluded that he purpofed en-
! 'taxhng the crown upon his grandfon Peter IL.;
yet it is moft probable that he had deﬁmed-
his eldeft daughter Anne to be his fucceflor;

* Baﬂ'evntz in Bufching IX. p. 373 alfo Weber Ver.
Rofl. vol. IL, p. 199.

Ii3 but
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but was prcventcd by the fuddennefs of -his,
death from carrying that defign into execu-
tion *. But, without dwelling upon queftions

which

*  have already ngen 'my reafons for adoptmg this opi-
nion. See p. 331 in the note.

Monfieur Le Clerc, in his Hiftoire, Phyfique, Morale,
Civijle, -et -Politique de la Rufie Moderne, afferts, that
Peter . abfolutely appointed Peter II/his-fucceffor.- As
the whole paﬁ'age relative to this hitherto unknown anecdote.
is extremely curious, I fhall here infert it; and dccompany
it with a few. obfervations,

“ Lorfque ce prince (Pierre 1.) vit arriver I'inftant de
“« fa mort, il fit un dernier eFort pour fe levér de fon lit,
« et pour gcrire Pordre qui excluoit du Trone Catharine I,
« et qui y plagoit Pierre 1L fils de Pinfortuné Afexis. On
% verra dans la fuite de cet ouvrage, les raifons qui deter-
“« minirent Pierre 1. 3 exclure Catharine qui lui avoit été fi
¢ chére. Nous nous bornons ici a dire que Pordre étoit
& éerit lorfqu’ i tomba en foibleffe, et qu’il mourut quel-
« ques heures aprés,

« PlerreI mourut entre les bras du prince V\/Ienzxkof
« des comtes de Roumentzof et Tolftoé, et de dtux majors
« de gardes—a-Picd nommés: Mammonof, Avant d’an-
“ noncer la mort de Pempereur, leur premier libin fut de
% litg fes derniéres vOlontcs, et d’opiner fur Pufage qu’ils
% en devoient faire, oo |

Le prince Tolftoé porta fa parole aux autres, et dit
¢ Les intentions de Pierre nous font connues ; mais  pre-
¢ nons garde & ce que nous allons fajre, Pierre 1. nous
% doit hair, il nous hait; fi nous le plagons fur le "Tréne,

% nous ferons les premleres v1£hmes quil immojera 3 1a
# yengeance de fon | pere, _ )
. § » # Tolftod
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which aye foreign to the prefent hiftory, let
us haften to the ele@ion of Catharine.

While

« Tolftoé étoit naturellement eloquent et perfuyafif; et
¢ dans cette conjunéture, Peloquence étoit-jointe 2 la ve-
rit€.  On fut d’avis de déroger aux intentions de Pempe-
reur défunt, et de fupprimer l'ordre d’exclufion. Alors

< les majors de gardes annoncerent la mort de Pierre 1. le
« regne de Cath.ﬁ‘,me, et les gardes la proclamerent en
« criant Oura, felon Pufage du pays. Cette anccdote
s fecrette eft exale dans tous fes points.”  Hift, Mod. de
Ruf'ie, P- 443. ;

I will frankly own that I muft fufpend my judgment
with refpect to the truth of this fecret anecdote, exact in all
its circumftances, until the ingenious author fhall conde-
fcend to'cite his authority: For as-jt pofitively contradi&s
the relation of Baffevitz, who had fo great a fhare in raifing
Catharine to the throne; of count Munic, who was fo
well verfed in the political intrigues of the Ruffian court 3
and of the Auftrian envoy, who was prefent at Petexfburgh
during the acceffien of Catharine; it would require ftronger
evndenu in favour of its authent1c1ty than the mere afﬁr-
mation of an hiftorian, however ingenious, even if it did
not contain many circumftances which feem to be fulfe.

Can Peter be fuid to have excluded Catharine from the
throne by the appointment of Peter II. even fuppofing that
appointment to have formally taken place? Exclufion im<

“plies right ; and what right had Catharine but from the-no-
mination of Peter ? and it does not appear that he had ever
formed the mof}: diftant views of making that nomina~ -
tion,

The fpeech of Tolftoé is improbable in itfelf, and con
trddufled by the moft pofitive teihmony. It is improbable

. Lig bicaufe
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While Peter was yet lying in the agonies of
death, feveral oppofite parties were caballing
: to

becaufe though we imagine that Tolftoé, wha was a crea-
ture of Mentchikof, might have hinted to that prince 3
fuggeftion to deftroy any written appointment of the fuc-
ceffor, yet we cannot fuppofe that he would openly make
“that propofal before coupt Romantzof and the two majors,
without having firft founded them, and eydeavoured to gain
them over to his purpofe, .

It is contradi@ted by the moft ‘pofitive teftimony, becaufe
it appears from Baffevitz, that, during the feveral hours in
which Peter lay in a flate of mfenﬁblhty, and before he ex-
pired, Mentchikof had taken all the peceflary precautions
for the acceflion of Catharine,

With refpe& to the order of the exclufion and the-appoints
ment gf Peter II, fuppofed to be written by Peter himfelf
in the midft of his laft illnefs, it is moft probable that fuch
an order was never written; for the dernier gffort pour e
lever fon lit, &c, is the fame circumftance alluded to by
Baffevitz, from whom it appears that Peter only traced jl-
Jegible cham&ers and this flate of the cafe is confirmed
by the Hinoverian envoy, Weber, who had no cohine&ion
either with Meéntchikof or Bafevitz : Schrieb auch etliche
worte, aher fo unleferlich, -&c. be wrote a Sfew words, but
So illegibly, that ng one co;dd make out their meaning: Veran,
‘RufL. yol. II, p, 199. : ¥

The Auftrian envoy alfo ﬁys, that, ¢ da‘er dann etwas
¢ aufschreiben woll{:n, aber vor Schwachheit nicht gekonnt ;
$ he was dofirous of yriting fomethingy but gould mot tbroagb
g weaézzeﬁ . Buf. Hift. Mag. XL, p. 496.

.+ Baffevitg aITe;tS, that Peter expxred in the ayms of
Latharine, :
, ¢ L_’Empe,rew
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to difpofe of the crown. At a confiderable
meeting of many among the principal nobi-
lity, it was fecretly determined to arreft Ca-
tharine; at the moment of his diffolution, and
to place Peter Alexievitch upon the throne *.

.Baffevitz, apprized of this refolution, repaired

4

in perfon to the emprefs, although it was
already night. ¢ My grief and confternation,”
replied Catharme, “ render me mcapable of
s ating for myfelf: do you and’prince Ment-
£ chxkof confult together, and I will embrace
¢ the meafures which you fhall approve in
“ my name,”. Baflevitz, finding Mentchikof
afleep, awakened and informed him of the
prefling danger which threatened the emprefs
and her party. As no time remained for

« L’Empereur expira entre les bras de fon époufe,”.
Buf, Hift. IX. p. 375,

This is alfo confirmed by Weber, « Endlich in der
® Nacht,” &c. ¢ At laft this great monarch expired
¥ without makmo any will, while the emprefs threw here
“ felf upon her knees, and cried out, « God open thy

¢ paradife, and take this great foul unto thyfelf.” Ver,

Rufll vol. IL. p. 199.

"Thefe are the reafons which induce me to doubt whether
this fecret anecdote of Monf. le Clerc is.as exact.in all its
rircumftances as he affirms it to be.

" * Tant qu'on Jui favoit un ‘foufle de vie, perfonne
P ofoit I’entreprendre Telle étoit la force du refpe et de
I3 tefreur, qu’imprima ce héros, Baflevitz, p. 374-
much
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much deliberation, the prince inflantly feized
the- treafure ; fecured the fortrefs ; gained the
officers of the guards by bribes 'md promifes,
" alfo a few of the noblhty, and the prmc1pal
_clergy. Thefe partizans being convened in
the palace, Catharine made her appearance :
fhe claimed the throne in right of -her corona-
tion at Mofcow ; expofed the ill effeéts of a
minority ; and promifed, that, ¢ fo far from
« depriving the great-duke of the crown, fhe
“ would receive it only as a facred depofit,
“ to be reftored to him when the fhould be
¢ united, in another world, to ani" adored
 hufband, whom fhe was now upon the
¢ point of lofing:” .

The pathetic manger with which fhe ut-
tered this addrefs, and the tears which ac-.
“companied..it, addéd to the previous diftri-
bution of large fums of money anﬁ jewels,
produced: the defired effect:” at the clofe of
this mcctmg, the remainder of the fiight was
employed .in making the neceffary prepara-
tions to enfure her a.cceﬁion in cafe; of the
emperor’s dcat}]

Peter at lerigth expired in the morning of
the 28th of January, O.S, Feb. 8. N. S.
" This event being ‘made known, the fenate,
the generals, the prmcxpal nobility and clergys
. hafiened
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baftened to the palace to proclaim the new,
fovereign. 'The adherents of .the great-duke
feemed fecure .of  fuctefs; and the friends of
Catharine were avoided as perfons doomed to
deftrucion. *” At this jun&tur¢ Baflevitz whif-
. pered one of the oppofite party, * The em-
“ prefs is miftrefs of the treafure and the
“ fortrefs ; fhe has gained over the guards
“ and the .fynsd, and many of the chief
¢ nobility ; even here fhe has more followers
¢ than you imagine: advife therefore your
4 friends to make no oppofition as they value
“¢ their heads.” This information being ra-
pidly cisculated, Baffevitz gave the appointed
fignal ; and the .two. regiments of guards,"
who had been gained by a largefs # to declare
for Catharine, and had already {urrounded
the palace, beat to. arms. ¢« Who has
“ dared,” exclaimed prince Repnin, the
commander in chief, “ to order out the
“ troops -without my knowledge I”"—« L,”
returned general Butturlin, « without pre-
“.tending to difpute your authority, in obe-
“ dience to the commands of my moft gra-
* cious miftres.” This fhort reply was fol-

* The Ayflrian envoy. fays, that the guards reccived'
¢ach £.6, '

lowed
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Jowed by a dead filence. In this moment
of fufpenfe and anxiety, Mentchikof entered
preceding Catharine, fupported by the duke
of Holftein. ' She attempted to {peak, but
was prevented by fighs ¥ “and ‘tears from
giving utterance to her words: at length,
recovering herfelf, < I come,” fhe faid, “ not-
« withftanding the grief which now over-
 whelms me, to affure you, ¢hat, fubmifiive
« to the will of my departed hufband, whofe
« memory will be ever dear to me, I am
“ ready to devote my days to the pafnful
* occupations of government, until -Provi-

# « The fame perfon afferts, that Catharine, although
¢ fhe fecretly rejoiced at Peter’s death, played the farce
<« admirably; fhe ceafed not her lamentations and groans ;
« fhe repeatedly kiffed the body; fcreamed and fwooned
« without ¢eafing; fo that the by-ftanders, who were not
« acquainted with the real ftate of the circumftaiice, were
« moved with compaffion, while the others could 'Hardly ree
¢ frain from laughing,” Buf. Hift, Mag, XI. p. 497

Baflevitz alfo relates thie grief of the emprefs, MhiCh he,
on the contrary, like a true courtier, affirms to have been
real. < Infenfible 3 tout aufre' fentiment, qu'a celui de
<« YaflliCtion, 'imperatrice n’avait pas quitté fon chévét de
« trois puits.”? - And again, a

¢« Catharine, au lieu de hiter fes pas vers eux et le
« feeptre, embrafloit vainernent fon Epoux. agonifaht, qui
% ne la connoiffoit plus, et ne pouvoit s’en détacher.”
Ibid. IX. pu 373, et feq. v

 dence
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~ “ dence fhall fummon me to follow him.”

Then, after a fhort paufe, fhe artfully added,

« If the great-duke will profit by my in-

¢ ftructions; perhaps I fhall have the, con-
¢ folation, during my wretched widowhood,

of forming for you an emperor worthy of"
“ the blood and the name of him whom you

“ have now irretrievably loft.”—<% As this

« crifis,” replied Mentchikof, ¢ is a moment

« of fuch importance to the good of the

“ empire, and requires the moft mature de-

"« liberation, your majefty will permit us to

¢ confer without reftraint; that this whole

“ affair may be tranfacted without reproach,, ,
“ not only in the opinion of the prefent age,

“ but alfo 'of pofterity.”— Aling as I do,”

anfwered Catharine, ¢ more for the public

“ good than for my own advantage, Tam’ not
“ afraid to fubmit all my concerns to the
“ judgment of fuch an enlightened affernbly ;
“ you have not only my permiflion to confer
with- freedom, but I lay my commands
upon you all, to deliberate maturely on this"
important fubje¢t; and promife to adopt
whatever ‘may be the refult of your de-
cifions.” At the conclufion of thefe words.
“the affembly retired into another apartment,
and the doors were locked.

' ¢

&<

It
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It was previoully fettled by Mentchikof
and his - party that Catharine fhould be
emprefs ; and the guards, who furrounded
the palace with drums beating and colours
flying, effetually vanquithed. all oppofition.
The only circumftance, therefore, which re-
mained, was to give a juflt colour to her title,
by perfuading the aflembly that Peter in-
tended to have named her his fucceffor. For
this purpofe Mentchikof demarided of that
emperor’s fecretary, whether his late mafter
had left any written declaration of his inten-
tions. The fecretary replied, « That a little
«¢ before his laft journey to Mofcow he..had
¢ deftroyed a will ; and that he had frequently
« exprefled his defign of making another, but
< had always been prevented by the refletion,
« that' if- he. thought his people, whom he
¢ had. raifed from.a flate of barbaufm to a
¢ high degree of power and 010ry, could be
« ungrateful, -he would not expofe kis. final
“ inclinations to the infult .of 4 refufal; and
"< that. if they recollected what they owed to
“ his labours, they would regulate their con-
< du& by his intentions, which he had dif-
« clofed with- more folemnity than could be
« manifefted by any writing.” . An alterca~
tion now bcgan in the aﬁembly, and, fome

of
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of the nobles having the courage to. oppofe
the acceffion of Catharine, Theophanes, arch-
bithop of Plefcof, called to their recolletion
the oath which they had all taken in 1722,
to acknowledge. the fucceflor appointed by
‘Peter ; and added that the fentiments of that
emperor delivered by. the fecretary were in
effe& an appointment of Catharine. The
oppofite party, ‘however, denied thefe fenti-
ments to be fo clear as the fecretary chofe to
infinuate ; and infifted, that as their late mo-
narch had failed to nominate his heir, the
eleion of the new - fovereign thould revert
to the "ftate. Upon this the archbithop
farther teftified; that, the evening before the
coronation of the emprefs at Moicow, Peter
had declared in the houfe of an Englith
merchant, that he fhould place the crown:
upon her head with no other view than to
leave her miftrefs of the empire after his de-
ceafe, This atteftation being confirined by
.many perfons prefent, Mentchikof cried out,
“ What need have we of .any teftament! A
“ refufal to conform to the inclination” of our
“ great fovereign, thus authenticated, would
“ be both unjuft and criminal. Long live
“ the emprefs Catharine I’ Thefe words being
nftantly repeated by the greateft part of thofe
who
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v

who were prefent ; Mentchikof, faluting Ca«
tharine by the- title of emprefs, paid his firft
obeifance by kiffing her hand; and his example
was followed by the whole aflembly. She
next prefented herfelf at the window to the
guards, and to the people, who fhouted ac-
clamations of  Long live Catharine,” Wwhile
Mentchikof fcattered among them handfuls

of money *. Thus; fays a contemporary,
| the

# This account of the election of Catharine is chiefly
extralted from Baflevitz, who affifted prince Mentchikof.
in this revolution, and .certainly muft deferve credit as far
as he chofe to difcover the fecret cabals. Some authors
relate this event fomewhat diﬁ'crently, but this difference
is eafily reconciled, and the main falts continue the fame.
Bufching afferts, as he was informed by count Munic,
that Pgter was no fooner-dead, than the fenate and nobles
affembled in the palace unknown to prince Mentchlkof
T'he latter, being informed of the meetmg, %%palred to the
palace, “and was. refufed admittance ; upon’ which he fent
for general Buttulin, with a company of guards; and,
burfting open the ‘door of the apartment in which the
‘meeting was held, declared Catharine empre@.' Bufching,
vol. L. p. 15; alfo Ebauthe, &c. p. 50. H

The Auftrian envoy fays, that general Butturlin threatened
. to maflacre the fenate if the members did not acknowledge
. Catharine, X

But we have already feen, from the authonty of Bafle-
vitz, that many of the nobles, &c. repaired ' to the palace
in oppofition to prince Mentchikof; that general Butturlin

had high words with prince Repnin and the oppofite party s
. that
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the emprefs was raifed to the throne by the
guards, in the fame manner as the Roman
emperors by the. pratorian cohorts, W1thout
either the appomtment of the peoplc or of the
legions *.

The relgn of Catharine may be confidered:
as the reign of Mentchikof ; that emprefs hav-
ing neither inclination nor abilities to diret-
the helm of gcvernment ; and fhe placed the
moft implicit confidence in a man who had
been the original. author of her good- fortune,
and the fole mﬁrument of her elevation to the
throne.

During her fhort reign her life was very
irregular: fhe was extremely averfe to bufi-,
nefs ; would . frequently, when ‘the weather
was finie, pafs Whole nights in the open air;_
that Mentchikofs prefence utterly dlfconcerted them ;
and it is probable that both he and- Butturlin mlgl‘ have
threatened the nobles, which Baflevitz mlght not chufe to
record, as he was willing to make the ncmination of Ca-
tharine as unanimous as poffible : although he fays, % C’eft
“ ainfi que Catharine faxﬁt le {ceptre, qu é‘lla mentext ifi
« jufte titre.”

In a word, thefe three accounts are eafily reconcxleable
to each other; they all prove one fa&, that Mentchikof,
either by himfelf or his agents, by bnbes, promifes and
threats, forced the noblhty to proclim Catharine,

* Auftrian envoy in Bufching XL p. 502.
Vou. Il Kk - and
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-and was particularly intemperate in the ufe of
tokay-wine, in which the often indulged her-
felf to excels #*. Thefc irregularities, joined
to a cancer and a dropfy, haftened her end ;
and the expired on the 17th of May, 1727, a
little more than two years after her acceflion
to the throne, and about the 39th year of her
age. : -
As the deaths of fovereigns in defpotic
countries are feldom imputed to natural caufes,
that of Catharine has alfo been attributed to
poifon ; as if the diforders vghich preyed upon
her frame were not fufficient to bring her to
the grave. Some affert, that the was poifoned
in a glafs of fpiritucus liquor ; others by 4
pear given to her by general Diever. Sufpi-
-cions alfo fell upon prince Mentchikof ; who,
. a {hort time-before her deceafe, had a trifling
mifunderftanding with her; -and who, was ac-
cufed of ‘haftening “her death, that he might
rwlgn with- fhll ‘niore abfolute: powér during
the ‘minority of, Peter 1I. But thefe reports
. deferve not the leaft credit; and were ‘merely"
diCtated by.the fpirit of party, or by popular
rmour. )
Catharine was_in her perfon under the

* Buf, Hift, Mag. .I]I.,'p. 192,
R middlc
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- middle fize, and in her youth delicate and
well-formed, but inclined to corpulency as
fhe advanced'in’ years. ‘She had a fair com-
plexion, dark eyes, and hoht hair, Wthh the
was always accuftomed to die with a black
© colour *. She could neither read nor write 4 ;
her daughter Elizabeth ufually figned her
“name for her, and particularly to her laft
will and teftamient ; and count Ofterman ge-
nerally put her fignature to the public decrees
and- difpatches. Her abilities have' been
greatly exaggerated by her panegyrifts. Gor-
don, who had frequently feen her, feems, of
all writers, to have reprefented her charadter
with the greateft juftnefs, when he fays,’

* Bufching fays, « Ihr fchwarzes haar war nicht natuer«
“ lichy fondern gefaerbt,” &c. Hift. Mag. vol. 1L p. 190.

‘« Her black hair was not natural, but coloured. On
& her firft rife the coarfenefs of her hands proved that fhe
“ had been ufed to hard labour, but they gradually grew
% whiter and whiter.”” Thefe circumftances we may
‘readily believe, becaufe the lady from whom Bufching re-
ceived the information could eafily know whether Catha-—
tine’s hair was black, or her hands coarfe, although the
might be deccived in what relates to her family.

+ Baflevitz fays, « Elle #’apprit jamais @ écrire. La.
5 princeffe Elizabeth figna tout pour clle, quand elle fiit

¢ fur le trivey mime fn teflament.”  P. 2g5.

The Auftrian minifter fays, count Ofterman ufed te
fign her name to all the difpatches. Buf. XI. p, 481.

Kka ¢ She
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s« She was a very pretty well-lookt woman,
« of good fenfe, but not of that fublimity of
“ wit, or rather that quicknefs of imagina-
« tion, which fome people have .believed.
« The great reafon why the tzar was fo fond
“ of her, was her exceeding good temper ;
« fhe never was feen peevith or out of hu-
“ mour ; obliging and civil to all, and never
« forgetful. of her former condition; withal,
“ zmghty grateful.”  Catharine " maintained
| the pomp -of majefty united with an air of
eafe and grardeur; and Peter ufed frequently
1o exprefs his admiration at the propriety with
which fhe fupported her high ftation, without
forgetting that fhe was not born to that
dignity *. :

The following anecdotes will prove that
.fhe bore her-elevation meekly ; and Was never,
as Gordon aflerts, forgetful of her| former
condition,” When Wurmb+ who had been
tutor to Gluck’s children at the tile that

% & Son époufe était. aver, lui étalant, con farmement d
« la volonté du monarque, la pompe impérialey qui e genait,
“ et la foutznant avec un air furprenant de grandeur et
s daifance. -Le czar ne pouvait ﬁz laffer, dadwirer [e;
« talens quelle poffedaity felon fon expreffion, de”fe créer
s« zmperatr:ce, fans oublier qu’elle ne le ndquit point’  Baf-

fevitz in Buf, p. 38,
4 Life of Peter, vol, 111, p. 258,
Catharing
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Catharine was a domeftic in that clergyman’s
family, prefented himfelf before her after her
marriage with Peter had been publicly folem--
nized, fhe recolleCted and addrefled him with
great complacency, ¢ What thou good man,
- ¢ art thau ftill alive ! I will provide for thee.”
And fhe accordingly fettled upon him a pen-
fion. She alfo was no lefs attentive to the
family of her benefador Gluck, who died a
prifoner at Mofcow : fhe penfioned his wi--
dow ; made his fon a page; portioned the two
eldelt daughters ; and advanced the youngeft
tp be one of -her maids of Jyonour. If we
may believe Weber, fhe frequently inquired
after her firft hufband, and, when the lived*
with prince Mentchikof, ufed fecretly to fend
him fmall fums of money, until, in 1705, he
was killed in a fkirmifh with the enemy.
In a conference with general Schlippenback, -
who, in 1702, commanded the Swedith army,
“when the was taken captive by the Ruffians,
‘the afked him ¢ whether her {poufe John
“ was not a brave foldier ?” Schiippenback
returning, ““am not I one alfo?” her majefty
anfwered in' the affirmative: but, repéau’ng
the queftion, he replied, * yes, pleate your
“ majefty ; and I may boaft to have had the
Kkj “ honour
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<t honour of havmo him - under my com-
-¢¢ mand *.”’

But the moft noble part of her charaGer ,

was her peculiar humanity and compaffion
for the unfortunate. Motraye has paid an
handfome tribute to this excellence. ~ ¢ She
¢ had in fome fort the government of all his
“« (Peter’s) pafiions ; and -even faved the lives
“ of a great many more perfons than Le Fort
¢ was able to do: fhe mfplred him with that
¢ hurmanity, which, in the opnnon of his
“ fubjeds, n_atufe feemed to have denied him.
« A word from her mouth in favour of .a
« wretch, juft going to be facrificed’ to his
¢ anger, would difarm him; but if he was
¢« fully refolved to fatlsfy that paﬁion, he
“ would give orders for the execution when
« fhe wis abfent, for flar fhe fhould plead
“ for"the v1£tun1~ In 2 word, to ufe the
expreﬁion of the celebrated Munic, « Ele
““ dtoit proprement. ‘la mediatrice em‘;jé le mo=

“ narque et _/6".!” Sujets 3.7 ‘ )

* Bufchmo had the above anecdote from a Pfady who
was prefent at this confcrencc Hlﬁ Mag Vol. IIIv
p 190
+ Motraye’s T ravels, Vol IIL. p. 131.

1 kbauche, &c. p. 54. « She was the mediatrix be»
“« twuen the monarch and his fubje&s. } :

)

LN

CHAP.
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CHAP XI

Account of Alexey Petrovitch.—Principles by
which Peter juffified bis excluffon from .the
throne.— Effects of bis bad  education. —
Dread of hbis father—His eftape from Pe-
terfburgh. — His trial and condemnation.—
Inguiry into the caufe of bis death.—Hiftory
of his wife Charlotte Chriftina Sophia
Princefs of Brunfwick.— Circumflances of
ber death.—Falfe rumours of ber efcape and
JSubfequent adventures.

LEXE'Y, the fole fruit of the in-
aufpicious marriage between Peter the
Great and Eudocia- Lapukin, was born in the
year 1690 ; and never was the birth of any
prince more unfortunate to himfelf, to his pa-
rents, and to his country. -
"I fhall introduce the account of this per-
fonage by a tranflation of a curious letter,
written in 1715, from an Auftrian envoy at
Peterfburgh to the prime minifter at Vienna;
as it will ferve to develope the principles upon
which Peter attempted to juftify the excluhon
of his fon from the throne,
Kkg “ In
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« % In my laft I informed your excellency
that I had an opportunity 'of penetrating
the fentiments of the tzar; and I fhall now
acquaint you with the particulars, which
will furprize you. Being at dinner laft
Sunday at the vice-chancellor Shaffirof’s,
in company with the tzar; his majefty did
me the honour to converfe with me upon
different topics ; when, the difcourfe turn-
ing upon the late king of France, his

‘majefty faid, ¢ Certainly- France was never

governed by a greater man than Louis XIV.

neverthelefs,” added he, ¢ when I confider
the little care which he took to perpetuate
the glory of his kingdom after his demife ;
I have no longer the fame efteem for his
memory which I have hitherto held for his
great and.heroic actions. Louis XIV. at
his.advanced age, could not reafonably have
indulged the hope of 2 much longer life:

if, therefmc:, he- chfcovcrcd in the in-
fant- (Louis XV) hlS fucccﬁbr any ¢vident
marks of a future. incapacity to wreign ;
why did he entruft him to the care of a
man who will not fail to adopt any means,
however defperate, that may tend to fecure

* Bufch, Hift, Mag. IIL. p, 185, &c.
’ « the
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«.11. ALEXEY PETROVITCH. 5os

the throne to himfelf ? Why did he not ex-
clude the duke of Otrleans from any fhare
in_the regency? Or, if he knew the duke to .

¢ be 2 man of a fuperlor genius, as he un-
-doubtedly is; and his great grandfon, ei-

ther on account of his tender age or fome
corporal infirmity, incapable of governing,
why did he not declare a perfon of fuch
abilities as the duke of Orleans his fuc-

¢ ceffor? By thefe means his grand fyftem

would have ftood. unthaken even by his
death ; whereas .we have now every reafon
to conclude that France will decline.” I
madz anfwer, ¢ that as, according to the
fundamental laws of the kingdom, the:
firft prince of the blood is neceflarily regent
during the king’s .minority; Louis XIV. -
could not exclude the duke of Orleans
frora the regency without breaking the law
of fucceflion, which no king of France
could venture to infringe,” &c. ¢ There-’
fore,’ replied the tzar, ¢a prince, who, by
facrificing his health, and even frequently
expofing his life, had at length rendered
his country refpectable and formidable,
would, according to your hypothefis, be
conftrained to fuffer the fruits of his labours
to be deftroyed in the hands of a madman,,

* provided
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provided he was his neareft relation. Iown
I am not of your opinion. It is by no
means, as it appears to me, fuflicient, that
a monarch fhould exert himfelf to aggran-
dize his flate, and to rénder it flourithing
during his Tife; but he ought alfo by wife
precautions to perpetuate its glory after his
demife; which can in no other manner.
be effetuated than by appointing an heir
who fhall be capable, not only.to- maintain
his acquifitions and preferve his eftablith-
ments ; but alfo to execute the reft of his
defigns, were he even to fcle¢t him from the
crowd of his fubjefts.” ¢ You,” added he,
would- tax a prince with cruelty, who, in
order to fave his ftate, which ought to be
dearer to him than the blood in his veins,
thould..attempt to alter the fucceffion of
his blood ; and I, on 'the contrazy, COnCCLVC
it to be.the greateft of all cruelties, to fa-
crifice the fafety.of the flate to the mere
right of an eftablithed fucceffion. Let us
fuppofe that the fuccgffor has not th,e, qua-
lities requifite for a fovereign; a. convent,
and not a throne, is a proper afylum for

‘weak princes. David, for example; had'

many fons ; but, as he faund not in the eldeft

the qualities which a kmfr of Yracl qught to
“ have
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~ The prophecy of this writer was afterwards

’ -
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have poffefled, he chofe the youngeft for his
fucceffor : God himfelf approved the choice,

inftead of blaming him for not paying any .

regard to pretenfions of primogeniture,

which was neverthelefs highly refpe&ed by

athe Jews. " If the gangrene (making me
“touch at the fame time the end of his

thumb) attacks my finger, am I not obli
ged, notwithfanding it is part of my body,
to cut it off, or fhould I not be guilty of

¢ {uicide ?’

“ In fhort, I now comprchend the caufe
of the law-lately introduced by the tzar,
which adjudges all real eftates of a family
to one of the male children, but which leaves
to the father the abfolute power of appoint-
ing his heir without confidering the right of
primogeniture; and I am now convinced
that the tzar has in his own mind decreed
the exclufion of his eldeft fon; and that
we fhall one day fee Alexéy, with his head
thaven, thruft into a monaftery, and obliged
to pafs the remainder of his life in praying
and chanting hymns. Nov. 15, 171¢.”

fulfilled, though, inflead of being fhut up in
a convent, the wretched prince expired in a
prifen.  The circumftances which occafioned

his



508 TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. B.4.

his exclufion and déath are well known; but
as we have received them through the medium .
of his accufers, we ought ta be very careful in
giving credit to all the charges with which
his memory has been ftigmatized. One fact *
is_incontrovertible, that his education was
moft thamefully neglected, and that he was.a
{ftranger to the reftraints neceflary at his age,
until the time of introducing proper habitudes
had almoft elapfed. He was committed to
-the care of women, and to the -inftruction of
the Ruffian pricfls, the loweft and moft igno-
rant of men ;. who inftilled into him™all the
prejudices of their religion, and were continu-
ally inveighing againtt his father for the abo-
lition of many barbarous cuftoms, which they
had long confidered with a reverential awe..
Nor was he releafed from this wretched
fpecies of tuition before' the e}eventh year of
his age ; when Baron Huyfen, a man of great
merit and ability, was appointed. his governor.
Under this . judicious inftrutor he feems to
have made no inconfiderable progrefs, and his
early prejudices might have gradually worn
away 3 if prince Mentchikof had not contrived

% See Memoire abrege fur la vie du tzarevxtch Alexel
Petrovitch, in Bu{ Hift. Mag. p. 195.

to
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to remove from him the only perfon who
was likely to inftil into him proper principles
of action, and"taken upon himfelf the fuper-
intendence of his education. . But as that
prince * fcarcely ever faw him, and placed
about him the moft improper perfons; he
feems to have intentionally given him a full
{cope to his vicious inclinations, and to have
abandoned him 'to the company of the loweft
wretches, by whom he was encouraged to .
continual ebriety, and to every kind of the
loweft excefs : yet this defigning minifter art-
fully extorted from the tzarovitch, in prifon,
a confeflion that he was the only perfon who
had taken any care of his education +. -

* Buf. H. M. p. 146,

+ L’Evefque makes the following juft refletions upon
thls unaccountable circumftance. ¢ Croira-t-on ¢u'il ait
< fait fincérement & de lui-méme D éloge des  foins que
A Menchikof avait pris de fon éducation; lorfgwon Jait
“ Lailleurs que Menchikof approchait de lui tout au plus
“ trois ou quatre fois par any & ne lui parlait qu’ avec le ton
 du mépris le plus dur & le plus outrageant ? Si on le con-
€ traignit g louer le fdvori de Pierre, Pami de Catharine, ne
 peut-on pas Jui avoir didlé de méme tout ce qu'on voulast lus
'« faire dire ”  Hift. de Ruffie, Tom. IV, p. 442.

This conjeCture is greatly ftrengthened by confidering
that the eulogium of prince Mentchikof was obtained from
Alexey in prifon by Tolftog, the creature of Mentehikof.

It
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It appears from feveral facts, that Peter had
congeived- a very early prejudice againft his
fon ; and infpired him with fuch terror, that,
in order to avoid drawing..before his father,
the young prince once difcharged a piftol
againft his own right hand. All perfons,
however, join in condemning the imprudente
and obftinacy of Alexey, which feem to have
warped his )udgment, and, at’ tlrnes, to have
tranfported him to a degree of mfamty Bruce,
"who knew him well,. gives the following
account of his perfon and manners; and, as
he was not prejudiced againft him, his tefh-
mony muft be efteemed more valid thati all the
laboured accufations of his enemies.

“ The czarowitz arrived in" Mofcow this winter (1714)
« where I"fawhim for the firft time. He kept a mean
« Finlandith girl for his miftrefs. I went often with the
« general to,wait on_him ; and he came frequently to the
« general’s hoyfe, attended by very mean and 1 w perfons.
« He was very flovenlyin his drefs; his perf was tall,
« well made, of a brown complexion, black hair and eyes,.
% of a ftern countenance, and ftrong voice. He frequently
« did e the honout to tajk with me in German, being
« fully mafter of ‘that language; he was adored by the
« populace, but little refpeted by the fuperior ranks, for
« whom he never fhewed the leaft regard ; he was always
« furrounded by a number of debauched ignorant prictts,
¢ and other mean perfons of bad character, in whofe com-
“ pany he always refle@ted on his father’s condut for
“ gbolifhing
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abolithing ‘the antient cuftoms of the country, declaring,
that as foon as he came to fucceed, he fhould foon re-~
ftore Ruffia to its former Ttate; and threatening to de-
”croy, without referve, all his father’s favourites, This
he did fo often, aad with fo little referve, that it could
not, mifs reaching the emperor’s ears; and it was genes
rally thought he . now laid the foundation of that ruin he
afterwards met with.” )
And again, « It was very remarkable, that the prince
never appeared at any of the public meetings, when his
majefty was atterded by all perfons of quality and rank,
fuch as birth-days, celebrating of viQories, launching of
thips, &c. General Bruce, who lived next door to

the prince, had orders always to give the prince notice .
the day before of fuch public diys or meetings, and {

had the honoutto carry and deliver the meflage ; but his

highne(;s, to avoid appearing in public, either took phyfic

or let blood, always making his excufe, that .he could
not attend for want of health; when, at the fame time,

it was notorioufly known that he got drunk in very bad

company, when he ufed conftantly to condemn all his

father’s actions *.”

Being inflamed by continual drunkennefs,

and worn out by a feries of perfecutions, he
was driven to a ftate of defperation ; and at
length, in the year 1716, fuddenly renouncing
his right of fucceflion in favour of Peters
fon by Catharine, he demanded permiffion to
Tetire into a convent. But foon afterwards
adopting the advice of his principal adherents,

* Bruce's Memoirsy p. 100.and 123,

9 e
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he made his efcape- to-Vienna ; where he put
himfelf under the protection of Charles VI.
‘That "emperor, in order to fhelter him from
the refentment of his father, fent him firft to
Infpruck in the Tyrol; and afterwards re--
moved him, for ftill greater fecurity, to the
caftle of St. Elmo at Naples. Being fecretly
betrayed by his Finlandith miftrefs, whom he
is reported to have .married, and influenced-
by, the moft folemn promifes of perfe&t for-
givenefs, he was prevailed upon, by the
emiffaries of his father, to return to Mofcow.

Having there folemnly renounced all rlght of
fucceﬁion to the crown, he was conveyed to
Peterfburgh, thrown into the fortrefs, tried
by a fele® committee, and condemned to fuf-
fer death. The a&s of his procefs and con-
demnation afe well known, being’ publifhed by
order of the emperor, and are, to be found in
{everal authors #.

Whatevét ‘prejudices we may havd enter-
tained againft Alexey, we cannot perufe the
trial' without being fhocked at the cruel and
un)u& mode with which it was conducted :
when his “mercilefs perfecutors eagerly laid,

*‘Mottley, Vol. Il.- And more circumftantially in
Perry, Vol. 1.
o - hold
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hold of every advantage which was afforded
by his youth and fimplicity 5 when his Fin-
landith miftrefs, who was" afterwards penfion- .
ed for her atteftations, depofed every angry
exp1eﬁ1on againft his father which fhe ever
recolleGted 'to have fallen from him in the moft
unguarded moments ; when fot only his words
and a@ions were brought to witnefs againft
him ; but his very thoughts were fcrutlmzcd
and his own confeffion * extorted from him

n

# « On remarque, que dans ce procés on fuivait les
 formes infidieufes de Vinquifition, C’était a I'accufé 3
% cherclier luboricufement fes fautes, a faire des efforts de
“ memoire pour les aggraver. Son innocence dépendait: '
« de fo declarer, de fe prouver criminel. Uu oubli, une
‘% réticence innocente ou méme louable devenait un crime.
“ Ou plutdt, épié, prefle, furpris de tous cotcs, il ne pouvait
¢ éviter fa condemnation. S’il taifait fes fautes, fon fi-
¢ lence le rendait coupable : 8%l les devoilait, il érait con-
“ vaincu par fon aveu.” L’Evefque, Vol. IV. p. 427.

Thereader, I flatter myfelf; will not be difpleafed at my
introducing to his acquaintance fuch fpirited paffages as
the one jult quoted, and the following, upon the depo-
fition of the tzarovitch.

¢ La fimplitité enfantine detoute cette derniere dcclaxa-
“ tion eft précieufe: Elle prouve que le tzarévitch pou-

¢ vait avoir les vices ct la groffiercté d’une mauvaife édu-
« ‘cation, mais qu'il ne pouvait étre criminel.” '

And again: % Mais que ferait-ce, fi ces aveux les plus
“ forts lui avaient été diélés, arrachés, extorqués? fi Ion

Vor. II. L1 « avait

”~
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m prifon employed to convi¢t him. Indeed
many of his own depofitions, which tended
moft to criminate him, by difcovering inten-
tions of rebellion, were not openly acknow-,
ledged, but only figned by him in pfifon;
and a fignal difference is remarkable between
his confeflions during his firft examination at
Mofcow, which was more public, and thofe
made at Peterfburgh, when. his trial was
chiefly carried on in private before Peter and
his immediate confidents : circumftances which
feem to prove the infliction of torture.

With refpe& to Alexey’s death, thére are
#wo prevailing opinions ; one advanced ,in the
manifefto of Peter, that he was feized with
an apopletic fit, and died of convulfions

« avait mis-a profit fa timidité, fa faibleffe, pour le forcer, &
« fe montrer plus coupable qu’il, ne Iétait en reffet ? Si,
« chaque jour des mauvais traitements nouveaust fatiguai-
« cnt, domtaient fa’ patience, & Iobligeaient a ‘faire les
« aveux qu’on exigeait de lui ? fi Pon employaif méme les:
¢ tortures polir vaincre fa réfiftance ? fi fes cris & le bruit
¢ des coups qu il recevait étaient entendus par un prlfon-
* nier qui était cn méme temps dans la fortereﬂ'e, & qm %
“ dévoilé depuis cet odieux fecret? fi le tzdr lui méme
& ¢tait le fpectateur & peut-étre le miniftre des tourments
« de fon fils? On ne peut sempecher de" rapporter cette
« tradition : mais elle afflige Phumanit€ qui fe plait 2 la
“ revoquer en doute ; elle femble en méme temps choquer

“ Ia vraifemblance”  Ibid, p. 4405 44%s .
~occafioned:



C.11. ALEXEY wETROVITCH., §I§.

occafioned by the violent pafiions of his mind
and the terrors of death; and the other, that
he was fecretly exccuted in prifon. The
latter feems moft entitled to belief, notwith-
ftanding the. affertions of Peter, and tie apo-"
logy of his panegyrifts, particularly of Voltaire,
who has- fupported his innocence with the
moft plaufible arguments.

Of all the accounts of the prince’s death,
that given by Bufching feems to be the
" moft’ probable and authentic. This au-
thor. * pofitively affirms, that he was be-
headed by.'order of 'his father; and that
marfhsl Weyde performed the office of
executioner. He received the mt;lhgcnce'
from a lady at Peterfburgh, named Cramer,
who was in high "confidence both with Peter
and Catharine; and’ who was employed in
fewing the prince’s head to his body previous .
to its lying in flate. During my ftay at Pe-
terfburgh I was at fome pains to authenticate
this fact; but I found it extremely difficult
to obtain any pofitive information -concerning
fo fecret a tranfa®ion. The moft. material
circumftances I could collet were commu-

* Buf. Hif. Mag. Vol. L p. 224, Alfo Introdu& on
'tO VO] IXO

Lla nicatdd
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nicated to me 'by an intimate acquaintance of
the above-mentioned lady : he aflfured me that
he had frequently attempted to converfe with
her upon, the death of Alexey, but had always
found ner extremely averfe to hold any dif-,
courfe upon the fubje® ; that the feemed ex-
ceedingly fhocked whenever this topic was
introduced ; and that nothing could be fur-
‘ther extorted from her, than that fhe was’
the perfon who prepared the body for the ce-
remony of its lying in ftate. This unwilling-
nefs of the lady to enter upon the fubje&,
together . with. her declaration that fhe pre-
pared the body, feems to add a grest de-
gree of confirmation to the account of Buf-
ching. '

An additional proof, in favour of the authen-
ticity of this fact, I lately received from an En-
glith gentleman of undoubted ,veracxty” That
gentlcman affured me, that he had been inform~
ed by prince Cantemir’s fecretary, with whom
he was intimately acquainted abroad, that
Alexdy was beheaded vin prifon. As:prince
Canteminwas in high favour with Peter, the
intelligence, of his confidential fecretary muft
carry with it great weight. This fac appears
fo well attefted, that many of the German hif-
torians, who have written upon Ruffia, have

adoptcd.
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adopted it without referve: and, in feveral
genealogical tables of the imperial family,
Alexey is inferted as beheaded. A paffage,
however, in Bruce’s Memoirs, feems at firft
fight to invalidate this concurrent evidence,
and to- prove that he¢ ‘was poifoned. This
paflage is too curious not to be introduced to

the reader.

" « The trial * was begun the 25th of June, and gontinued
¢ to the 6th of July, when this fupreme court, with un-
“ animous confent, paffed fentence of death upon the
“ prince, but left the manner of it to his majefty’s deter~
“ mination: the prince was brought before the court, his
« fentence was read to him, and he was re-conveyed to the
% fortrefl. On the next day, his majefty, attended by all
« the fenators and bifhops, with feveral others of high rank,
“ went to the fort, and entered the apartments where the
“ tzarovitch was kept prifoner. Some little time there-
“ aftery marfhal Weyde came out, and ordered me to go
“ to Mr. Bear’s the druggift, whofe fhop was hard-by,
 and tell him to make the potion ftrong which he had’
< befpoke, as the prince was then very ill.: when I deli-
¢ yered this meflage to Mr, Bear, he turned quite pale,-
“ and fell a fhaking and trembling, and appeared in the
‘“ utmoft confufion; which furprized me fo much, that I
“ afked him what was the matter with him, but he was
“ unable to return me any anfwer: in the mean time the -

marfhal himfelf came .in, much in the fame condition
- with the druggift, faymg,,he ought to have been more

expeditious, as the prince was very ill of an apopledlic

«
({3
&

# Bruce's Memoirs, p. 185—187,

L1lj3 ' « fits
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€ fit; upon this the druggift delivered him a filver cup
¢« with a cover, which the marfbal himfelf carried into the
s prince’s apartment, ftaggering all the way as he went
% like one drunk. About half an hour after, the tzar, with
¢ all his attendants, withdrew, with very difmal counte-
€ nances’; and when they went, the marfhal ordered 'me
« to attend at the prince’s apartment, aud, in .cafe of
« any alteration, to inform him immediately thereof,
¢ There were at that time two phyficians and-two furgeons
% in waiting, with whom, and the officer on guard, I dined
<« on what had been,drefled for the prirce’s dinner. The
s phyﬁciam were called in immediately after to attend the
« pritice, who was ftruggling out of one convulfion into
« another, and, after great agonies, expired at five o clock
% in the afterndon. 1 went direttly to nform the- marﬂnl

“ and he.went that moment ta acquaint his majefty, wha
 ordered the corpfc to be embowelled, after which it was
« laid in a coffin, covered with black velvet, and a pall of
« rich gold tiffue fpread over it; it was then carried out
¢ of the fort to the church 'of the Holy Trinity, where the
<« corple lay in ftate till the z1th in the eveningy when it
s was carried back to the fort, and depofited in the royal
« butying vault, next the coffin of the princefs his ‘late
« confort; on which occafion the tzan and tzarith, and the
« chief of the nobiiity, followed in proceflion,: Various
4 were the reporgs that were fpread concerning/his death ;

€ it was given out publiclys that on hearing his f'ultence
¢ of dcath pronouriced, the dread ‘thereof threw hun into
* an apopleclic fit, of which he died ; wery fow believed be
% disd.a natural death, but it was dangfram Sor people fa
« [peak as thy thought. ‘The minitters of the empetor, angd,
« the ftates of Holland, were forbid the ‘court for {beakmg
¢ their thinds too freely.on this occafion, and, upon com-

& plaint againft them, were both recalled.” *
N . '

From
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From this account it appears that the
prince was ftill alive when Péter, with the
nobles and -bithops, remained in the fortrefs ;
and that he died in the interval between their
departure and the afternoon: but- it* by no
means follows, even from this ftate of the
cafe, that the tzarovitch was poifoned. For,
can we fuppofe that Peter would order a dofe
of poifon to be prepared for his fon at a chy-
mift’s thop; and that marfhal Weyde would
cpenly fend for it without the leaft myftery ?
May we not rather infer that the potion was
.moft probdbly a medicine fimilar to thofe
whicly had been already prefcribed for the
prince} who had for fome time been extremen
ly indifpofed? The fright of the chymifk
might proceed from his delivering a medicine
for the tzarovitch, who was faid to be in the
agonies of ‘death ; as, in a .defpotic country,
and under fuch a fov‘éreign as Peter, his own
fafety might be involved in the cataftrophe,
The agitation of marfhal Weydé.will be ftill
more eafily and fatisfactorily accounted for ;
if, according to Bufching, he was preparing
to perform, or had alfeady performed, the
€xecution,

The principal circumftance which feems
to contradi& the opinion that he was behead-

Llg ed,
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ed, is, that if Bruce’s narrative is to be de-
pended upon,” the prince, when he fell after-
wards into repeated convulfions, was vifited
- by the phyficians ; and yet, if Bufching’s ac~
count can be relied on, he muft have been
already bcheaded ; as marfhal Weyde, accord-
.ing to Bruce, had finally quitted the fortrefs.
But it is poffible that the phyficians, although
ordered to attend upon the prince',' might be
prevented from feeing him; it is poffible that,
marfhal Weyde mmht have fecretly: returned to
. the fortrefs wu:hout the knowledge of colonel
Bruce ; it is poffible that Bruce himfelf, as
being an intimate friend of marfhal Weyde,
might have been entrufted with the fecret,
but was unwilling to record, in his Memoirs,
fo horrid a cataftrophe, which was totally
- repugnant” to” the manifefto of the emperor ¢
~and indeed it . plainly appears from his narra-
tive, that he knew more than he chofe ta
difcover, When the fecret executionllof the
‘heir apparent of a defpotic empire becomes
the fubje@ .of inquiry; it 'muft always be
difficult to afcertain the truth; and ‘it %vould
be unreafonable to expect that no contradictory
circumftances fhould occur' in the different
“relations of fuch a myfterius tranfaction ;
'when, even in- the moft €ommon OCCUrTencess

. ’ ne
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no two_perfons would relate the fame event
precifely in the fame manner.

Catharine is not ‘free from fufpicics of be-
ing concerned in this. horrid affai. -as well
becaufe her fon by Peter was declared fuccef-
for, as becaufe Tolftoi, to whom the manage-
ment of the procefs and the private examina-
tion of Alexéy were chiefly entrufted, was
well known to,be a creature of Mentchikof,
whofe interefts were clofely connefted with
thofe of the emprefs, But-this accufation of
Catharine could be only a mere furmife;
and her interference, if fhe really interfered,
muft have been condued in fo fecret 2 man-
ner, af not to have been difcovered. Peter
himfel§ exculpated her; openly teftifying ¥,
interceded for his fon’s life; and
that, inftead of being put to death,
he might¥pe confined in a convent. Not to
mention tlat fuch proceedings militate {trongly
agamﬁ the well-known humanity of Catha-
rine; there was no occafion to irritate the fa-
vage temper of Peter, too much inclined to in-
fiit the fevereft punithment upon his fon, who
had threatened to overturn all his plans of re-
formation, and to de{’croy, in a moment, that,
vaft fabric of glory and power which he had

* Baflevitz,

employed i
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employed many years in ereCting. The mo-
narch who could himfelf attend the infliction
of torture; who had occafionally performed
the office of executioner; and who had even

- ordered the firlt partner of his bed to be
fcourged ; would not require any incitement
to command the execution of that fon, whom
he had publicly treated with the rnoﬂ; inhuman
ferocity. : .

The following note, ”writteu"with Peter’s
own hand to count Romanzof, who, in con-
junéion with count Tolftoi, brought the un-
fortunate Ale\qu from Naples, W1ll Terve to
difplay the inflexible fpirit of that m arch
who forge’c the feehnos of a father in h§ anx-

‘8 ral and the eﬁates of .Alexander ikm and
« Kuril Matathkin #, in confiderat}h
“ fignal fervice which you have ju
¢ not only. upon me, but, what is moye, upon
“ your country, in bringing back him,: who by
“ his birth Is my fon, and by his actions, the
* enemy of his father and of his country +.,”

# Two of A:icx‘cy’s untortunate adherents, who with
many others were executed upon this occafion,

+ 'This note, which has nct yet appeared. in print, was
communicated to me by a Ruffian nobleman, who favoured
me with a tranflation from the priginal,

. ) The



€, 11, CHARLOTTE CHRISTINA SOPHIA. §23

The wife of Alexey, Charlotte Chriftina
Sophia, whofe fate has already Deen briefly re-
lated, was daugliter of Louis Rhodolph of -
Brunfwick-Blankenburgh, and fifter of Eli-
zabeth Chriftina, confort of the emperor -
Charles VI, She was born on the 29th of
Auguft, 1694 ; efpoufed, on the 25th of Octo-
ber, 1711, at Torgau, the tzarovitch Alexey;
and in July of the enfuing year made her en-
trance into Peterfburgh *,

Although this amiable princefs feems ta
have been the choice of Alex¢y, who faw
her at her'father’s court, yet he always treated
her wjth ‘the utmoft negle&; and gave up
his whple time and attention to his favourite’
miftref§ Euphrofyne, a Finlandith girl of the
loweft eptraction. It does not, indeed, appear,
that the ¥rince, as is reported by fome writers,
treated he}in: o .inhuman a manner, that he
frequently ®ruck ber; for even if he had been
fufficiently " brutal to have been ‘inclined to
fuch a condu@, he would have been reftrained
by his apprehenfions of his father; who, as

well ‘as Catharme, always expreffed ~the

% This account of the princefs is chiefly taken from
Muller’s ¢ Von der Princefin von Wolfenbuettel als
“ vermahlten Ruffifchen Kronprinceffin,” In Buf. Hift,
Mag, XV. p. 234,

' B frrongeft -
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ftrongeft compafiion for her wretched fituation,
and fhowed hér conftant proofs of his afféc-
tion and regard. Her hufband’s unconquerable.
antipathy feems to have been chiefly derived
from his fufpicions that {hé lodged complaints
againft him to the emperor, who frequently
and roughly expoftulated with him on this
inftance of his ill-condu@. Unfortunately
her domeftic uneafinefs was ipcreafed by Ju-
iana princefs of Eaft-Friefland, who accom-
panied her into Ruffia; to whom fhe ufed to
unbofom her grief and anxiety ; and who im-
prudently fanned the flame inftead *of" endea-
vouring to quench it. -

The fruits of this ill-afforted uniof were
Natalia, who was born at Peterfb i
1714, and died at Mofcow in 1728 and a
prince, afterwards the emperor Petef IT. who
was brought into the world on t e‘égd of
O&ober, 1715.

A few days after. the prince’s bisth, the
confequences of her delivery, and the melan-
choly which had long preyed upon her frame,
hurried her prematurely to the grave s and
fhe expired on the 2d of November, in the
21t year of her age. ThéYapproach of her
death was affe@ting to all but her hufband

and herfelf; and her fpmt had been fo fub-
" dued -
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dued by affli¢tion, that fhe confidered Ah,er
diflolution as a welcome relea® from alt her
fufferings. Imprefled with this fentiment, -
the faid to her phyficians, “ Do not torment
““ me any more, for I will live no longer *.”

On the day which preceded her deceafe,
the ditated the following petition to Peter
the Great, which may be confidered as her -
will. ' '

“ The moft humble and Iaft entreaties
« from the under-written to his imperial
“ majefty.

1. “ His Tmperial majefty -will order my
« funegal as he fhall think proper. I could
¢ wifl} neverthelefs, that my body may -be'
« Tunt
“ undifffyrbed until the fecond coming of our
“ 2. Both my -beloved children I
d to the care and affeGion of his
“ imperial Bmajefty, my gracious fathei~in-
“ law, that they may be educated according
“ to their birth and fation. 3. 1 leave my
“ jewels and other valuable things in gold
“ and filver to my children; and a reafonable
“ part of my clothes and linen to my coufin
“ the princefs of' Eaft-Friefland. 4- I be-

({9

* Bruce’s Memoirs, p. 148,

¢ feech
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< feech his imperial majefty gracioufly to per-
“ mit thofe perfons who accompanied me"
¢ hither to return, and to defray. the expence
s of their journey. 5. On account of the
¢ dearnefs of this placc:‘,‘ and becaufe my
« fervants were ftrangers, I have contratted
*¢ fome debts, which I intreat his imperial
* majefty to difcharge, that I may be re-

"« membered with honour, apd -that no un-

¢ worthy reports may be circulated after my
«"death. The {ums, which the crown will
« fave by my deceafe, may be employed in
« difcharging thefe debts, fince it i§ God's
¢ will that I depast from this world fo pre-
* maturely and -unexpectedly. 6.
* forefeen and untimely death’ is

« fatlsﬁed that my fecretanes ‘Cluger and John
«« Clement, who had charge of myj difburfe~
“ ments, have ferved me with fidelity and
“ honour; I humbly entreat that their -ac-
¢ counts, which have receipts, may be 'paffed,
‘¢ and that the other expenditures may be ad-
“ mifted upon their oath. I repofe fuch COn=
« fidence in his imperial maJeﬁy that I truft
 he will not reje&t thls my laft requeft;

i  more
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“ mor¢ particularly when I, refleét on the
« repeated inftances which I &ve experienced

« of his paternal tendernefs and affection. I -
“ have this alfo to add, that I am only con~
“ cerned to leave this world at a time when
« his imperial majefty is indifpofed; a cir-
“ cumftance which has prevented me from
¢ thanking him in perfon for the frequent
¢ proofs I have received of his kindnefs and’
“« regard. May the Almighy be his aid
¢ and proteGtor; and may he add thofe years
“« to his life which are taken from mine;
« which I' likewife faithfully, and with my
 whole heart, implore for her majefty the
* emplefls ; and, after returning my acknow- '
“ Jedgwgents due to them for the repeated in-

“ ftanccQof their love and goodnefs, I expire,
* the mog humble and moft obedient daugh-
their majefties, o

“ CHakLoTTE CHRISTINA SoPHIA ¥

« St. Peterburgh, O&. 21, Nov. 1, N! 8, 1715 .

It is a fufficient proof of the bad terms on
which the princefs lived with hér hufband,
that fhe did not once mention his name in
this petition; unwilling, perhaps, to diftwb
her' laft moments .with any. diftreffing ze-

* Muller in Buf, XV. p. 237, .
. fle&ions,
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fletions. Her,ardent defire to fee the em-
peror before fh( expired, was gratified. Peter,
who was. at Schluffelburgh at the time of her
delivery, had fet off upon the firft news of
that intelligence for Peterfburgh ; but, upon
his arrival in the capital, was feized with a'
fudden illnefs, which confined- him to his
chamber. Upon perufing, however, the af-
fectionate expreflions of her attachment, he
~was placed upon a machine rolling upon
wheels, and thus conveyed to her apartment:
Their interview was awful: fhe tcok leave
of him in the moft moving languige and

and received from him every confolati
her fituation, would admit, and the

having bedewed them with' tea, delivered
them into_the hands of her hufband, whom
decency obliged to be prefent at this tender
fcene. - After having fuffered the moft acute
pains, and flruggled with fucceeding agonies,
the expired at midnight *. . y

She died a member of the Lutheran ‘reli-
gion, Whidll the had in. vain been folicited to

~ % Muller and Br‘qce;
* . . renounce ;
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tenounce ;3 and nothing co&c«;ys a ftronger
proof of the high efteem in“hich fhe was
"held by the ‘emperor; than that, although
‘the had not embraced the Greek pcrfuaﬁon,
‘her remains were interred in a Ruffian church :
they were depofited on the 8th of November
'in the cathedral of St: Peter and St. Paul,
with all the funeral honours due to her exalted
{tation. .

I have been thus 'particular in relating the -
principal circumf{tances which atLended her
death ; not only becaufe her fate is interefting
to every feeling mind, but alfo becaufe a few

0 tI*crc appeared in France thc fol‘ow-

paid no at¥ntion to her during her jlinefs,
‘ordered her to be buried without delay: a
picee of wood was fubftituted in ‘the place of
‘the body, and interred in the cathedral ; and
the princefs made her efcape into France.
Apprehenfive of being there difcovered, fhe
embarked for Louifiana ; where the married a
French ferjeant, who had formerly been at
Petertburgh, to whom fhe bore a daughtet.:
In 1752 the came with her hufband to Paris;

Vo 1L Mm was
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was difcovered sas fhe was walking in the
Thuilleries -b¥ marfhal Saxe, who promifed
fecrecy, and procurcd a.commiffion for her

- hufband in the Ifle of Bourbon. ‘Having

Ioft her hutband and child, the, in 1754,

,retumed to Paris with a negro woman. The

_bills upon the Eaft India Company, which,

fhe brought in her hufband’s name, being

‘refufed becaufe fhe could not prove herfelf to

be his wife; a gentleman, whom fhe had
known in the Ifle of Bourbon, offered his
afliftance, whlc}} the-declined. She confeﬁéd

- 1t is faid, to this gentleman her real chiralter ;

and from him the author of the accoynt pre-
tends to have reccived thefe anecdotes Fadding,
that fhe foon afterwards difappeared,fond was
{uppofed -to have retired to the cogft of her
nephew ..the duke of anfwwk In this
wondgrful narrative, the king off France is
alfo faid to have privately ackno®ledged her,
and even to have enjoined the governdt of the
Ifle of Bourbon to pay her thofe honours
which were due to her rank. It 1S, added,
that the fame monarch, in a letter written
with his own hand, communicated this dif-
covery to the emprefs of Germany (t‘hcn"'quccn‘

. of Hungary), who thanked the King for his

intelligence ; and immediately wrote to the

fuppbfed princefs, as to her aunt; -advifed her

7 - to
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to quit her hufband” and ciyld, whom the
king of France had promifed “to provide for,
and invited her to Vieana.

Although 1 had little reafon to give credit
to an anonymous authors and the whol¢ fory
carries with it the air of fition, I yet made it

- the fubje@ of my refearches. I found, upon
inquiry, that the circumftances of her death
were fuch as could not be doubted, and ac-
corded with the accounts which I have before
related ; and T was, imoreoyer, informed by a
Ruflian nobleman of high diftin&ion, that his
mother attended the princefs in her illnefs;
that flg was a witnefs 'to her laft moments;
and fav} herfélf the corpfe laid in flate, when
perfons\§f all ranks were admitted to kifs the

haid of Qe deceafed *, - ° .
t

* In L’Ex‘que"s Hiftory of Ruffia there is an ample
detail of the ril and progrefs of this anecdote of the prin-
gefs’s efcape and’ adventures. It firft made its appearance
in Richer’s Continuation of the Abbé Marcy’s Hiftoire
Moderne ; afterwards in Boffu’s Nouveaux Voyage dans
PAmérique Septentrionale ; and lately was revived in
¢ Pieces intereflantes et peu connues, pour fervir 3
“ 'Hiffoire 3" in which, as an additional autherity, it js
qualified asg an -extralt found among the papers of the late
Duclos, fecretary of the Royal Academy, and Hiftoriogras
pher of France. The anecdote, like all other ftories
which are improved-in their progrefs, is drefled in fome«
Wwhat different fhapes : in one the name of the hufband is
d’Aubag, in the other Moldack 5 in one fhe marries a third

Mmn2z time,
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It is certain, Zom the followmg paffage in a
letter from the %ing of Pruffia to Mr, d’Alem-

bert, that a woman appeared at Brunfwi,c,'pre-

té‘nding to be the deceafed wife of the tzaro-’
‘vitch :* and it is no Iefs certain that the was an,_
_nnpoﬁor.

¢ Je puis vous répondre avec plus de précifion’ fur e
¢ fujet de cette dame qui prétendoit pafler pour I’époufe dy
« czarowitz ; fon impofture a été découverte 4 Brunfwic,
« ou elle a paflé peu de mois apres Ja mort de celle dont
¢ elle emprunta le nom; clle y recut quelques charités,
" $¢ avec ordre de quitter le pays, ef de ne jamais prendre un
« nom dot fa maiffance Pécartoit fi fort.” Correfp. dy
Roi de Pruffe 2 &’ Alembert, ii. p. 138.

time, and again becomes a widow: the circumpfances off'
her efcape are alfo varioufly related, and in all wiglh the moft
evident marks of falfehood, and abfolute contyifition to
the moft undoubted faéls ;" fuch as that fhe wff aflifted in
her efcape by the countefs of Koningfmark, ofthough there
was no lady of that name-about her perfonffor at Peterf-
burgh; that the body of ‘the pnpcefs was fhiterred almoft
at the inftant of her deceafe, and without any funeral ho-
nours ; that Peter L was not at Peterfburgh Vjhen the died;
that the was brought to bed béfore her. time of a princefs,
with many-other fimilar affertions, which fcarcely deferve
any ferious refutation. The read\,r, who is deﬁrous of
further information upon the fubject, is referred to L’ Evefque
Hiftoire de Ruffie, Tom. IV. p. 384—389; and to the
Iatter part of Muller’s account, Von der Priiceflen von
Wolfenbuttel, in Buf. Hift. Mag. XV. p. 239 to 24T.mei’
An extra& alfo of the principal circumftances of this ftory
is given in the Gentleman s Magazine, and from thence is

‘;nfcrted in the Annual Regifter for 1776 .
A PlP E N-
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A PPENDI X cae

GOODS imported at KONIGSBERG
in PRUSSIA,in 1784.

Goods by the Pound, .
Lead - - - 1 '
White lead - - - 51 Z:ggg
Lead fhot - - -~ 209,078
Steel - - - - 79,300
Tin - ' - - 108,370
Copper . - - 131,082
Sugar - - - 2,412,300
Treacle - - - - 543,914,
Almonds ‘ - - 75,856
Coffee - - - 57,514
Currants - . - - 5 1,7 15
Cloves "o - - 472
Pepper - - T 64,807
Gingyr - - - 36,303
Raifs - - - 95744
Prune - - < 9130
Cinna - - - 1,272"
Cordam§n - - = S 207
ice - - - - 166,503
Tea - - r 6,604
Tobacco - T - -
Brazil wooc - - v 224,756
Indigo - - - - 32,192 "
Copperzs. . = - - 03,162
Saffron < - - 183
Smalgs - T - 17957
Allum - " " - 134979
Iron wire = ¢ " - T - 110,178
rafs wire - - " 7,983
Irgn plate - - —
Engmh fole leather - - 3,988
Goods by the Schxp
Iron . - - - 12,183
Dyfp - - - - &S

Goods

’

‘



L]

536 'AI:ZP_EN'Dtx}

. oods by the Laft.
French falt -. - = 5166 = 5
Spanifh ditto . s 4 2,345 16 —
Pomeranian, ditto - - - 4,163 —
Coalg - - -, = 158 — 3§
Lime - - el e - ——
‘Goods by the Catk, .
. Dutch herrings - - - 1,081
! Swedih ditto s - - 32,980
"“Tar - - - o, 1,054
T'rain oil .- Lo - 559
French wipe: - " s , - 12,214
Frontlmac ditto” o~ - a B 112
"""Rheith and_Mofel dlttO - e 110
" Spanith. dxttg R T PR 57
" Canary ditto" -+ =+, - k- a e —
. French brandy L e AR - 734
Vinegar- | <« -« o e vz 546
CSwectoll (a4 - -, - 147
Goods by the 'Value‘; x-dollarss
Broad cloth = sm s e e e s 60,778 -
MedtCﬂleS and drugs - - - 1, 1(11
Burgunny and Champa:gn wine & ‘ 22,430
T
. Goodsbytthhoﬁ . s
Tm plate j-‘ - - £ 182
Wmdow glaTs s ", e I 873
L : ‘Goods by the Plece. -

~ Cor
Oyﬁers‘ T A e '7»{‘ F_' = - 14,375
. Leinons ‘and.oranges, P 248,838
Lhaldcr grindit cncs T 365

A3l

thps entered 1,964.‘
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Digitized with financial assistance from the
Government of Maharashtra
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