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/ Evidence cf NX 1677 Private VEFDUN CIIVE BALL.

/ Verdun Clive Ball, Dbeing duly s7ora by IHis Hopour, states:

[ My full number, neme, rank and unit are NX 1677 Private Verdun Clive
Ball, 8th Mrision 4.4.5.C.. attached to 2/21 Aust, Infantry Battalione
Iy home adcress is Caswell Sireet, Pealk Hill, New South Vales,

I was captured on 3 February 19/12 and confined in Tan Toey campe I
was released on 10 Sepiembar, 1945,

I saw the bashing cf the Dutch personnel from the camp, I cannot
identify any of the Japanese guards involved. The distance from the
camp to the hill where the beating took place was about 150 yards.
The guerds vho did the bashing were not local guards and were taken
away latere.

I was oné of the 23 Australians who were beaten. We volunteered the
information that we had broken camp. A certain number were talken fram
the camp and eizht of the remainder volunteered tieir names., ’Je were
told the punishment would be lighter if we did this. I was taken to
the same Japanese Headquarters on the hill outside the camp. ‘e went
before a Jepanese Island Comrmander, Capt, Handor, who asked us question
through an interpreter. In the room we were bashed with pick handles
in front of the captain, One of the guards who bashed me was niclknamed
"Horsefacel,

After we had been beaten in the room ire were taien outside and tied
together in a row, with one hand in front and one beaind., Thilst I
wes there I saw Ikiuchi come out and belt one of the Australians who
was there when we arrived with a pick handle, He had a broken arm and
was belted all over the backe.

I was bashed again that night and tied up for the nizht, This occurred
about dusk. .e were tied around a tree in a ring, makin-; a complete
circle, ‘le had to stay there all nizht and were not allowed to lean
back azainst the tree, ‘hen we esked for water incividuzl guards would
give us a arink, e did net get any fcod until the next morning, vhen
the wusual ration of rice was brousht up fram the campe

Next day I was again bashed; this wes the heaviest beatin; of them all.
The Japauese guards beat us with picic handles and pieces of Dbowser
pipese I was hit mostly fram the small of the back down to the kneese
I do not mow the names of the men iavolived but I could identify them
by sights They were regular prison guacds at the tiie but were later
shifteds Two are still on Ambon Island; thare may be a lot more but I
have not seen then,
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” wille I was at the Headquarters, I saw a truck conme upe Ten men
/ were loaded on to the truck and onme into a motor car., He was
canpletely unconscious and may heve been deads I do not know what
had happened to these elaven men
before we arrived.
They were
I never saw those eleven

The Japanese guards put lighted cizarettes on the back of ny necl
and cnce on ny forehead, They ussd to flick me with their fingers
in the one spot on the foreheed for a cansiderable tii-e to zive me
@ headaches I saw them put lizhted cigarettes on same of the
Australians! noses to put them out,. :

Same of the men who were with me viaen I was bashed received worse
treatment than I did; they lay dowm and ware Kiclied and tied up,

I wvas put in hospital as a result of the beatings but the Japanese
sent down word that I was not to be Bept in hospital and I was then
sent back to the hute I was in bed for about three weels, I
practically lost the use of my legs and for three or four months
after I was just able to get about by shuffling, Gradually I
regained my strength., I cid 1lizht work and was ordzred by the
doctor not to go out to worlk. However, I did a little werk later
on on the working parties,

1 was present vwhen Private Tait was beaten, in about September 194
He was accused of Stealing binoculars from an air raid chelter,

He was brought back to the camp and I saw everythin: from the kitcher
vhere I was workin-z, He was bashed at the guard house in the camp
and was only about 30 yards away from me, across tae road. He was
beaten by a guard nicimamed "Frillneci®, I'duchi was present and
Saw the bashing, ihen the Ccmnandznt Came out, he hit him a couple
of times on the head with a lizht stick aud rolled him over a couple

of times so that the other suard could nit hin mnore. /0 .leimmmra
was also rresent,

tfrivate Tait was beaten with pPick handles. Two pick handles were
broken on himg eventually they got one Stronz enough. He was
knocked unconscious two or three tises; then the Commondant threw
water over him and when he care v0 he was beaten again,

end, he was left lying in the rain for about half an hour. Our
Officer tried all the time to have him reunoved and eventually he was
taken away to nospital on a stretecher, Fe never recovered properlye
He lost the use of his legs and coulé only Just get about,
Zventually, he died,

Not many of tae Australians who were beaten lost the use of their
Q& as much as I dicd; those who were fat dia not suffer so badly




r"' but the thin ones dide 1y normal weight is 10 stone 7 1lbs., but

my weizht when I came out of camp was about 9 stone, I was down tc
about 8 stone 7 lbs, at one time,

Up till one year ago the food was reasonable; you could live on it.
During the last year, however, from August until the end of the war
the rations were about 4 ounces of rice per day and a amall issue c
rotten potatoes that no~one else could eat.

It was a regular thing for someone to be beaten every morning, or
Junmped on or kicked, 'le were beaten for not being able to get abou
quickly or for being a bit late in caming out of our huts; it was

generally for very paltry things, Ikiuchi was the main one who
beat them on sores or ulcers, He hit llajor Westley one day on an

{ ulcer for being late on parade.

I certify that the above evidence is true and correct.

Taken and swvorn before me at liorotai
on this 25th day of September 1945
Ae liansfield

Cammissioner




