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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST a

'Piﬁ UNITED STATES OF AMERICL, et al
VS
aReKI} Sedaoy et aly
SHOAN DEPOSITION
DEFONENTs SHIRLTORI, Toshis
1, SHIATOARIL, Toshio, being first duly sworn, according to the custom-
ary formality in this country, depose and statet |
l, 1 was born in 1887, in an obscure farn village same fifty miles

.frc:n Tokyo, and after receiving an education, extending over twenty years,

I entered the diplomatic service immediately on graduation from the %

'Tclqm Imperial University in July, 1914, I contifued in that service. for

twenty-seven (27) years almost to a day, when I resigned as advisor of

the Foreign Off'ice in July, 1941, Of that official career I spent four

and a half (4%) years in the Upnited States as Secretary of the Embassy;

three and & half (3%) yeers in China as Vise-Consul (Hongkong) and

Secretery of the Embassy (Pekiﬂg): two (2) years in pre-Hit)erite Germany
“ as Secretary of the Embassy; three (3) years in Scandinavia as Minister,

and eight and a half (31%) months in Italy as smbassador, The rest of my
| service was in the Fc:reign Office at Tokyo, as Secretary, Chief of Sec-
tions, Director of the Informat ion Bureau, &nd finally as idvisores None
of these positions which I held, both &t home and abroad, carried any polioy~

meking sutherity. &»ll my activities in office were, therefore, bound to

be along the liné of the policy edopted by the Goverament of the day.

2¢ The decade and & half between the Warld War I &nd ‘the Mano_hurian. I
affair of 1931 waes a period during which Japan pursued consistently and
scrupulously a policy of peace &nd of cooperation with foreign nations,
especially with the anglo-Saxon countries, That was cammonly called in this
country the Shidehara Diplomacy of Conciliation, of which, as & career dip-
1 1m1at:1 was, of course, a faithful votary. Having been mresent both at

the Washington Conference of 1921-22 and at the Geneva Nevel Conforence of
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3+« 7The Manchurian Incident of September 18, 1931, was a bolt from

the blue to the officials of the Fareign Office from Minister Shidchara

down, who under this rude shock did not, for a moment, know how to cope

with it, 4s was usual in Such a case, the Govermment adopted and publish-

ed a policy of non~-ageravetion and Specdy local settlement, ot the inste

ruction of the Fer eign Minister, the Information Bureau, of vhich I wag

Chief, d‘id all it could in its attempt at mobilizing the public epinion

in favor of &« peaceful adjustment of the affzir, but the press, which until

then had generally beem supposcd to be sympathetic to the Foreign Office,

did not this time so willingly reapond to our appeal as at the time of the

London Disarmament conferences, when, with thoir supvort, the Government

could carry the treaty through in the face of strong opposition at home 4

The chenge of the gcneral stmosphere secmed e lmost instantuncous, Thus with

8 press and public epinicn riug2d on the side of strong policy, the Fereign

bMinister and his subeordircies n.g a difficult time of it in their endeavor

to live up to the tradiiisns of their Jopartment. #hat edded 4o the C O«

plexity of the matter was whal =\e laonhurian affair socon ce2sed to be &

mere question of dipl TIeny. bhut hecams an amrortant polivical issue at hame

in Jepan, Just as the Yreaty of Commeree concluded with Comu~dor Pavrry by

the Tokugawas Wa s selzsed upon By the sdvocates of the Meiji Restoration as an

effective handle of attack upon the tditering Shogunate, so the sc-called

"weakeknoad® Policy of Beron Shidehara was utilized by vari-us refomist cle—

ments who had been demand ing & fundamental - Teenstruciion of the capitelist

liberal government of “corrupt” politicians.and politica] prticsy, That the

birth of the new state of Munchukuo with its Utopicn progrars commanded at

first such widespread ropularity and symputhy in Jupan cen only be properly

dppreciated in the light of this peculizv eiraumstance at howe, In such__a

Situation it was, after all, but litcle that tho .b;u:.:i:;n Off'ice_. so without
reso.rce, or powsr in internel politicsl affrirs, conld do to influence the

course of events one way aor anothery I was only a Burssu Chief in that
2 o :
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department. nlthoﬁgh foreign correspondents chose to refer to me as the
“spo_kesmau' of the Foreign Office, my maein business was nothing mare than

ha fﬂing out news items to them from day to day. Stetements and declara~

tions of policy by the Government concerning foreign affeirs were published

th_;'ough ay DBurezu, but it was merely pert of the routino belonging to thai
office.s
Jo &»fter serving threc ysars zs Minister to the four Scandinavian
countries, I was recclled and placed om the waiting list in 1936, 1
, neither sought nor was offured any new assignment for necarly two years,
During that time I seldom, if ever, visited the Foreign Off'ice and had
no gccess to officizl docunents and information in its possession, 4bout
the China war I knew cs much or s little as brdinury readers of newse-
papers, either in regard to the circumstnoces leading to its outbresk or
to the measures which the Goverament wzs adopting, cone after another,
In august, 1938, Foreign Miniater UG4AKI wanted me to call on him at
l | his officicl residence cnd csked me if I would go to Rapne as ambassudory
It was a promotion indeed, but it did not at all appcal to me, By that
time the China affeir hod become the all-absorbing question, the gquick
solution of which was cagerly ioped for by the entire nn:ione 4t . such a
] time the i ea of agein serving in forewsy “nrnpe, a@ad thav in & coun?ry
. about which I knew so little and with wnich Japan hac - aciically nothing

( to do, was rether rebugnant to mme 90 I declined &t firei, bat General

A UGaKI insisting, I prmmised him that I would think the matter over,

, Sinece I hzd reason to believe thet it wes Prince KONOYE who had recoamne nded

me to General UGakIl, I thought fit to gons'ult him about the matter, Thc.

Premier advised me to accept the mission, if o.nil.:,r to Fqualify myself", cs :

he put it, for the portfolio of Foreign &ffairs in the future., He told me,

' moreover, that, unlike in Stockholm. I womld this time find somcthing doing
in Romes I learned from him for ths “Irst tipe that thoere was talk of a
rapproachemcnt between Japan cud tl:. «xio powsrc, £fec sa’d that ho was ‘not
enemoured ‘of the idea himself Lub that inesmueh s divoet nogntistion with
| Chiang Kai-shek had so fur proved almo:st useless, some other diplamatioc

ro i ites . e, .'.-‘.
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means had to be aought to quickly dispose of the China mess. In his
opinion, a friendly intervention by England and America was the greatest

desideratum, but nothing short of & possible alignm=nt of Japan with the

aXis would cause them to malify the anti-~Japanese attitude they had maintein

ever since the.Manchurian imbroglio, I concluded from all he had told

me that at that moment it was not so much the actual rapprochement with

Germany and Italy that he really desired as the offect that such a gesture

on Japan's pert would have on Engliund and smerica in regerd to their
Far Eastern policys I felt I could agrec in principle to Prince KONOYE's
foreign policy thus outlined to me on this occasion, so I finally docided
to accept the Italian mission,.

4s for General UGuKI, he did not soc much =s mention to me the Pr 0=
pesed Axis treaty, neither did his sucoessor, Mr., ARITA, give me any
instruction at all ragardipg this matter befare my departure from Tokyo.
In point of faect, the whole question scemed to be still in a nebulous
condition, no definite decision having been reac hed by the Government as
yet. There was very little in the way of documﬁnfary information in the
Foreign Office bearing on tkris natter, and the hizh officisls of the
Dep&rtmgnt were still left ensirsly ia the dark ¢bout iy, Besides the

above mentioned talk with Jvip~.: FONT(RE. T A3 oot ficcusg the matter with

anyone in responsible position, includ::z. to the oish »° '¢y recoilection,

the new Foreign Minister, irita. himself, Tt will be clewy fromf the above
that it is not correct to say that, as the prosseution coutends (Exhibit

498; record p.6083), I was appointed to Hom= for the specific pufpose of

negotiating an alliance., Installed as 4mbessador in.September.#lQBB,

I did not leave for my post until late in Novem™2r, and then I chose the
slow route of travel via Suez. 1t was as late og +he 29%h of December,
1938, that 1 arrived at Rome, withot any avcdir) irestastion or even

sufficient informution abcut the neonase. tpasty wita Germany and ltaly.

Soon after I reached my destinchicn ¥ 1.iones of +he raesignrtion of
Yrince KONOYE, I gathered tuat reinge atetasaan as he ‘we&s., he saw

difficulties ahead for his cubiact én acounv of the contemplated re-

pprochement with the Axis, &8 to his successor,

i
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 Baron Hir:.'mu:.m, I do not remember ever meeting him before I left Japan
and I certainly had no knowledge or information about his diplamatic
viewss The entry in Count Cizno's diary (Exhibit 499~i4, record p. 6092)
to the dffcct that I told the It,alie.n Government that the new Premier was

]

openly in favor of the alliance, is not true.

5« 1 made ny first call on the Italian Foreign Minister on the |313t
of Docember, 1933, to acquaint him of ry arrival and to ask him to arrange
for the mesentation of my Letters of Credence to the King. I also requeste-
ed that at « proper fime I might be permitted to ey my respects to premier
Mussolini,, #8 a2 mctter of baurse; we did not on this occasion discuss
eny politiccl questions. The next time I sow Count Ciano was on the 6th
of Junuary, 1939, when he presented wme to the FPremier, himself acting as
interpreter between use &s 1 had no instructions ecither of the Konoye
Cabinet or of the new Hiranuma cabinet, and, moreovery as 1 was not gquali-
fied to cet s 'nmbasaadar. ry credentials not heving been presented yet,

1 was rather embarressed at this unexpect2dly early opportunity of mcet-
ing the Italian Premier. I had decided within ms that the safest thing
to do wes to listen. That peczution on my part proved unneccssary, howe-
evor, T or llussolini did all the talking: and would scarcely allow me to
say cnything beyond chiming in cceasionellys The entry in Count Ciecno's
diary for January 7, 1939, scems to attribute to me, whether by nmistake or
ctherwise, sane of the things sald by his father-in-law on thet occasion,
Nothing thet 1 gave them to understand warrants the statement contained in
Exhibit 499«4 (record p. 6092) that I was greoetly in favor of the alliance
which 1 regerded as & weapon to forﬁe Grect Britcin to concede "the nany
things she owed to us ell,” I may be permittcd to point out thot the clause
in quotctions stronzly rominds one of Mussolini who used to call Italy
"the prisoner in the Mediterranean® und who blamed that on Great Britein,
fhat 1 reiwsiber clearly to this day ebout this interview is that
Liuss:alini sscmed to te to be liuboring under the mistaken idea thet as far

as GL:I‘}:‘JI'.D&’ and Japan. were concerned, there was thcn a complete agreemont and

53 difficulty, =nd that it was only Italy's indecision that had so far been
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rataréding the fruition of & tr.partite arrcogement., He said that ital&'
now wonted a speedy concludion of the proposed trecaty and that he saw

no reason why it should not be done within a few weeks, © Fully aware ,

thet there wes et thet mosent no definite decision reached by Tokyo, and .

forewarned by the resignation of Prince Konoyec, I tried as best 1 could

e 4

te discourage the Itzlian Premier's taking too much for granted concerning a
Japan. That being the cese, I could not possibly have assumed the for-
ward attitude ascribed to me by Count Ciano in the exhibit in question.
That point would be made abundently clear if the telegraphic report I
sent home after thit interview could bs prcduced,
In & later entry in his diary (Exhibit 501, record p. 6096), Cianc
stetes that I “"zdvised him n;:t to accopt the Jupanese counter~proposal.®
Thot is & very unkind way of interpreting my words, whighraﬁ(;gbemgre]y

A

to ths cffect that I was afraid osur counter-~proposal would be unaccep=
table to him but that he did uct have to take it as the final wordes &8
to his stutensnt that I told him of my intention tc tender my resignation

in ~rder to force the cabinet to retire (Exhibit 501, record pe. 6096),

not only have I no recollcction whatever, but it-is ridiculdis on the

foce of it, for tle resignation of an ambassador, onky so short e time
in office, who haed no political backing ot home, could hardly have affected
hav: alterad

the life of a cabinet, w,‘ the forzign policy of his Govarnment,

apperently he received some such report from Tokyo where there scemed

to be =floct gt the time various baseless rumors about the tripartite
negctictions,

The bosic idea that influenced me during he whole course of the
negotiction was that which was berne in upon'me as a result of my con-
versation with Prince Konoye deseribed in the preceding paragraph.
Irrespective of whether the negotiztion was to succeed or not, I con-
sidered it of the first imporvence that the fact that such pc;urpa.rlars
were going on between Japun and the sxis powers should becone snown tO
the world, especially to =merice and England, I was, therefore, on

cccasion intentionally ocutspoken or indiscreet in my press interviews,

gonerally essuning an air of optimism even at monents when the successful

o g2
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. conclusion of the negotiction scemed more than doubtful. ‘That accounts
v, .
in part for the reputation I gained of becing a staunch advocate of the .
isxis pact, which was out of all proportion to the actual role I was N

pcrmitted to pley in the motter, .4t the same time I'felt that, although v
Baron Hircnuma had replaced Frince Konoye, it was not impossible that the

Tokyo Governnent was clsoc acting on a similer principle. Ostensibly the

discussions werc to be conducted in the strictest secrecy betwecn the

Gowermmaents concerncd, but press reports from Tokyo showed that free
. publicity wes -being given tho matter by the Japanese authorities, In

foeet, we lecarned incimp:..r:.ably more fram unofficial sources than fram

Government telegrams to us concerning what was going on in Tokyoe. 48 we

read history, thet is not the way important pacts of alliance are mado ¥

nctions,

The prosecution states thet I advocated, contrary to instructions,
an all-out military alliance without reservations with Germany and Italy
(Sxhibit 501, record p.6095)s That is not true. The text of the draft
treaty cccepted by all three nations ccr;cerncd at an early stagarws a

very weck «nd hamless document partaking more of the character of a treaty

of smtucl eonsultation and assistance than of a military alliance. 1

“\

never for a noment imagined that such a pact would by eny means dreg Japan,

against her will, into & war of Germcny's or Italy's making., Nor did I
r think that it wcould in the least stand in the woy of Japen concluding
separtte arrange:aents with England and dmerica concerning Ghina and the
Far East, On the contrary, the existence of such a mect, or its very
possibility or imminence, wes in iy opinion calculated to serve as a gort
of leverage - in moving the anglo-Suxon countries to reconsider their Far
Eastern policy, thereby mdk ing it possible for Japan speedily to wind up,
with their fricndly cooperction, the unfortunate conflict with China.,
as t0 the accusation that 1 acted contrary to instructions'fr:ﬂn ny Governs
went, I can etate with truth that there was not a single instence of any

such delinquency on ry part. It is true that I disegreed with iy Governa

| ‘ot in regerd to the secondary matter of reservations to be attached to
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the text, and that I made more than once emergetic representations to

~ the Foreign Minister,

But that belongs to the Proper functions of an

anbassador and is clearly allowed by
6

IQW-

That the 'proposed treaty with the 4xis was to be primarily

directed towards Soviet Russic was o Settled policy of the Japanese Governe-

ent, and there was no opposition to it in any quarters in Japan, That
point, however, seenmed to e to have been mede sufficicntly clear to

Germany and Italy in the course of the negotiation, The draft preamble
of the Treaty (Def, Exh, No. 2619) left no room for doubt in that rospeet,
Not dnly did the text of the Treaty explicitly limit the obligzation of

militery assistance to cases in which wantcn ettacks were wade on the
contracting perties, but the

reservetions prﬁposed by Japan in regard to

England and France were

largely accepted by Germany, the only point of

difference that remained to be adjusted narrowing down to whether these

reservations were to be commiitted to bleck and white,

or to remain an
oral understandfng, That appecred to e such a trivial matter,

efter all,
that it was beyond oy c

omprehension why the two Governments contested
that point so stubbornly to the last, So far &s.Gen:mrw Was ccncerned,

to offer sufficient explanation in this réegords There is no doubt that

the Nazi Govermment made full use of the proposed Japanesc alliance in
their diplomatie maneuvers in Moscow where they scored a tenporary suécesa

in nonplussing England and France

by winning the Soviets over to their
But the

Siden

statesmen in Tokyo apparcntly took the whole matter too seriously

to think of & slmllar usc being made of the axis negotiation in their ap-

Priach to the Uniteq States and Great Britam. Early in that yeer, around

February and lerch, I wired to r my Governmant more than once that in my

sued by Kaiser Wilhelm 1I, who zbetted the Czarist Russia in her Fer Esst-

era adventures by guarantying her rear in the west, My submission was en-

tirely disregarded. In 4pril, 1939, von Ribbecntrop intimated that if Japan
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hesitetod too long Germoany mizht be driven to approach Soviet Russia. But
the Jepanese Governucnt tock it for a sheer bluff; so impossible scemed
the whole idea to theme To my mind, however, the possibllity of such a

\

developaent was ulways there,s I, therofore, urged uy Govarnmnt\ not to

ettach too much importance to their formula of reservations, inasmuch as

tle stipulaztions contzined in the text itsolf afforded ample zuaranty against

involveilent in on eggressive war in Europe, which was extreuely unlikely to be

sterted by Englard or France. I considered it of utwost importance for

_ b, &8
Japen t b avoid, by all means, a complete diplomatic isolation vh ich would

render oll the more precericus the chance of &n early settlement by dip~

lomcey 4f the China affair, Unless therc were a fuir prospect of caning

~fisfact-ry cgreement with the anglo-Saxcn countries in the meantime,

the c-nblusion =f the axis paet for what it wes worth seemed, in my judge-

ent, to be almost the only way of pxﬁventing such an eve ntuality.

7., When the w.rss that I had feared came true, and the non=-8zzression
pact ‘bth t.t.-:canlf}c,rmny and Soviet Russia was c:;rnc_,ludad, I saw no sense in
staying «ny longer in Europe. My request for recall was granted by the
Goverunent. The prosccution cites & telegrem by the German ambassador in
Rzisc .iExhibit 2232, rceord p. 16,003), in which I @i rcpresented as having
essurad hin of igy-ccontinued efferts for the sake of Germen-Japanese friend=-
shipe OCould I have answe:.;ed stherwiac to a diplonatic colleague who oX-
pressed to Ec his c.neern about the eoffeet ry sudden recall at that par-
ticular juncture might have upon the relaticnship between Japen and the
£Xxis? according to the sanme oxhibit of the prosecution, I eam reported by
the Germon Esbassy in Rome as steting that 1 would partioula;'ly wclcome an
sppertunity to have 2 detailed talk-with the German Fareign Minister on
rmy homoward tripe I do nut understend how they could have put the metter

T

in that way, for to the best of my memory, it was lir, Mackensen himself who

t-1d -2 throuzh hic e-uncillor, cne Mr, Plessen, that he had been instructed

by von nibLentrop ts- inquire if I_ would not return to Japan by way of
Berlin, I unswered him that I had clready booked ny passege to New Y ork

sn the Itolicn steanmcr Conte di Sgvoiz, If I had zeally wanted t0 see
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hibbentrop, I cculd, of course, have easily made & trip to Berlin befare
my departure frim Rome, without consult ing Mr, Mackensen at all, The
statemcnt eontained in the St oxhibit, to the effect that I advised
anbessador 051115:.& not to execcute the instruction fraa Tokye to lodge a
protest with the Gormen Govermacnt over the German Soviet Non=hgzgression

Pect, rcquires sane cxplanation, I had suggested to Foreign Minister

~arita that the protest should be prescnted by himself to Lmbassador Ott

for transmission to Berlin, for I thought it would be too eruel thus to
make Mr, Oshim: "drink boiling weter® in additicn to his great chogrin

at the GermneSoviet rapprochc:n;nt; wh ich had materialized in spite of his
repeated predietions to thg centrery. I telephoned to ambassador Oshima
t- suzzest thet he night wait until Tokyo was further heard fron.,

Basides that bricf telephcne t;czlk, there was no cu,municatiin or exchange
of views betwecn the Japanese Embessy at Berlin and mysclf concerning the
new situction that hed arieen, There is & mention of iy neme in IES
Lxhibit No, 507, but, necedless to say, 1 pranised nobody, ncr gave anyone

t> understand, thet I would cosperate with the German Enbassy in Tokyo

.along the line indiceted in that docwa:nt, dhatever sctivities I may have

engzaged wyself in after caaing home froa Europe werc entircly of iy own
accord and in ny own judgnente I had absolutely no connections whatever
¢ither with the German or the Italian Embassy in Tokyo. In some of my
lectures and interviews I tried to show thet despite the German-Sovict
Niun-azsression Pact, the pussiblity was still there for Japan to enter
ints agreement with Germeny and Italy, together with Scviet Russia this
ti.m-:;. iiaving been relicved of 1y assignnent and placed on the waiting
list, I was ct liberty to say things which mizht not necessarily please

the G;'ver;maent, >r which might appesar to run counter to its policy. For

- T‘ o

cne tuinz, I hud to vindicate myself aguinst censures and criticisms poured

f_rth upon e in s-me quarters either for what I did or for what I failed

ts accuaplish wihils in Aoe, But oy oo in motive was the same then as be-
in my own wa¥ :

fore; that is to say, to c;ntributef\t -ward the spcedy ternination of the

Chine wer. In order to have the Denaocracics alter their attitude towards
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Japan, 1 judged it would be more effective to remind them that Jqpan's
isolation was not nearly so cmplete as appeared on the surface; than to
cunfess_weakness and openly court their sympathy and good will., The advos
cacy of views like mine by a certai‘n section of the Japanese people cculd
nct, in my opinion, have hampered the effcrts of the Govermment, but ocughts
on the coptrary, to have helped them along in effect,

The sudden flardidg up of public opinion in Japan in favor of the axis
Powers, vh ich cceurred towards the summer of 1940, was solely due to the
lightoing successes of the Genaan armg  in the Western frent and was in

noc way to be attributed to the activities of any individuals or groups

in this country,

8¢ The fall of the Ycnei Cabinet wes considered inevitable, in view
of the altered general ctuosphere. It was succeeded by the 2nd Konoye
Cabinet in July, 1940. 438 an ambassador on the weiting list, with no poli-.
tical connections whatever, I had no knowledge at all about the circun-
stances attar;ding this cabinet changes It was generally 'believed. however,
that there would be a reorientation of diplasatic policy at the hands of
the new ninistry. Havinz seen very liFtle of Prince Konoye sinqe Ly caning
home from Italy, I had no idea ::5 to exactly what he was contemplating doing
at the time, While his cabinet was foraing, s e newspapers nentioned me
as a possible Foreigzn Minister, butl . kpew better, of course,

when Mr, Matsuoka became Foreign Minister, 'he desired me to call oun
hirre We had not met for more than ten years before that. He told me that
he intended to effect a wholesale dismissal of senior diplomats and sug-
gested that I ahowed ke way by resigning the position of ambassador which I
had held- naminclly until then. By way of cmzpensatiou he offered me ad-
visorship in the Foreign Office. He zave me tabunderstand that I was to
be an advisor along with Mr. Szito, his intinate friend and confidant,.
He also t:f.ld rn. €hat it was H'ipce Konoye's desire that riy service should
be retained for the Foreign Office, a8 Vice-Minister, but that he had
ancther man in his mind for that post, | Not desirinz to lend any cslopr
to the idle zossip current in sone quarters, that I hasd been piqued at
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Kcnf:ye's choice of the members of his official family, I accepted Mr,
Motsuoka's offer without hesitation, with full knowledge of what it

2 \
meant to be an advisor under him&i% such circumstances. By C omaon,

+thau.gh tacit, consent, my position was to be a sinecure from the beginn—_‘.

ivge- 1 was never consulted by the Foreign Minister on eny matter of

policy. Moreover, important documents and informaticn concerning the
cardinal policies of the Governrent in foreign affairs were being kept
fran me, as a most striking instance of which I uight mention IPS Exe
hibit No. 541, a doccument cuntaining the basic policy of the Governnent
in regard to the conclusion of the Tripartite Pact,

It might have been supposed by scme people that my appointnent as
advisor was pert of the progran of the Governnent for the forthecaning
rapprochement with the 4xis Powers, but in point of fact, Mr, Matsucka
Scemed deternined from the cutset that no perscn, no¥ excepting Prince .
Konoye higsalf, should share with him cither the blame or the credit for
thé new diplometic venture he was embarking upon., 4&nd it was in the |
¢.nduct of the negoticticns with Messrs. Stahmer and Ott for the Tripar=-
tite Fact ti:at he was particularly secretive or exclusive., He made it a
point of distinguishing this [Bct from 'that abortive attempt of 1938-39,
and refused tuv study dccwients or ¢onsult persons that had anythinz to do
with the previcus negotistiozns., In deference to that sentiment of his,
1 carefully refrained from all attempts at butting in at‘any staue of
the whole affeir, 1 was advisor for >nly one munth prior to the coin~
clusion of the Pact. When I was first allowed to see the draft text of
thq treaty, it was already in a finished form in the English languzge.

I was never t:-1d by Mr, Matsuoka or any one else as to the real mecning
of the seversl articles =f the Fact, nor did I learn if there was any
Sceret understanding c-ncerning the dsocument, Until they were read or

tendered in evidence befire this ITribuncl, I was entircly ignorant of the

existence of so many cnnexes and exchanged notes bearing on the Tripar-

It is true thut soon after the conclusion =f the Treaty & was asked

for an interview by the Tokyo asahi Shimbun (PES Ex, 2234) end that I also

-
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one of them, but these represent

acthing but my own porscoal intespretation and argument,

based cn official informetion op inspiration, I anm pot ¢ inscious of

ever having put forth any spccial efforts to unite the nation behing

the uxis Fact as the prosecution contziids (reccrd Pe 16,919), So Une

animous was the acclumut ion accorded the Pact iﬁ Jamn when it was pub~

lished that eny such cfforts would have been quite superfluous,

In Mr, Metsu-ka's sthep diplometic moves, sueh as negotiatisns am

agreements with Prench Inds-China, Sicm and the Duteh East Indies, etc.,

1 was even less ccucernaed ur interested thgn in the Tripartite Lgrecmant,

Towards the end of Merch, 1941, socn after Mr, Matsucka left for

any activitiecs for nearly twelve months, durinz the most crucial period

in the history of mode rn Japan, Since that time I did m-t__ cnce put in

A appecrance in tho Foraign Office, nor did I ever see Mr, Matsucka

2zein until we were thrown tigether at Sugans carly in 1946, The prosew

cutizn' s charge that together with Mutsuzka I advocated, In July, 1941,

Japan“® s Farticipation in the Gernan-Soviet wap (record Pe 9292; 10,157~

53) is entire :ly without foundation, Evur since nyy return hone oo the

1o8nite L., carly in May, 1941, I was living 2 seeluded 1life by the seaside
1or neuriy a year, During thet time 1 never cano up to Lokyo, nor did I
receave any visitors exXcept a very fay personel friends,

It s & feet thet the German snbezssadsr called on m_é at oy cottage

in July. 941, It weas m Surprisc visit and quite an informal cne, I

“a8 3till in a very weckened contition mentally and phys:.cal]y. I do not

retain oy ..h,_r reccllcction of that interview, but M cculd never have

"heasn cuch ag i is cable to Bzrlin (IPS Exe No.. 1113) w-uld seen t- suggzest,

23 %0 *ha othar iaterviow wnieh Gener-l 0Ott &llezes t- have hagd with e

after thal A~tg (IDS Ex, No, 508), I caanct recall it et all, 4is the

Tbascadir wes &5 Lis so fide ecokte_e nnlx- during the sumper onths, it is

altozatliap mpossible Pir we to mnke -t how he eculd say that he h&d secn

22 1a D.caaber, 1951, and discussed current questions with pe, The more
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go since 1 had a slight .relapse ubéut thot time and was more than ever
sut of tough with the cutside worlde I venture to submit that these
samples sufficiently show the general character of the uany telegzraphic
reports of ambassador O0tt which the prosecution have produced as evidence
before this Tribunal, The testimony, morcover, of Ott himself contained
in Def., Doec. No, 1929 renders it clmost unnecessary for me to try and re-
fute all and each of thesec teleggrams. I was never in occupation of posi-
tions of responsibility in the Japanese Government at any period during
hmbassador Ott's sojourn in Japan, Therefore, there could not be any
question of officicl cuntact between us. Privately, we were qstf,:any @S-
pecially friendly terms and it was nostly on sueial ‘secasions that we saw

cach other. The prosecution alleges (reccord pe. 16,923) that 1 furnished the

arbossador with importent secrets of the Japcnese Government. 1 deny that
c:mphatically.x None of the exhibits 80 far produced prove the accusaticn
in any rmenner whatscever, This information, such as it was and false

as it was, I am informed came from W8 confidential secretary of Prinde |
Kbnoye. one 0ZuKl, Hidemi, who was later tried and executed., QZnKl was

a corxunist end associzte of Sorge, o Germen by birth but, as I am further
infermed, & Bussian spy who haed worked his way as a newspapernen into the
confidence of Genercl Ott. My neme was used mcrely to give oredit to the

information without my knowledze, as borne out in General Ott's interro-

gatories,

9 1 was elected to Parliament in &pril, 1942, from ry native province:

is zne of the so=cclled "recamended® members of Parliement, 1 was almost

autcatically made o member of the Imperial Rule assistance Political
Society, and was also ncninated an ordinary director of thet society. 'hs
however, my health was not yet quite normal atﬂ as perliamentary life and
intm"nul politics were new to mo, I was not able or alldwed to play any
role to- speak of either in Parliement or out of it 1 was soon relicved
of my seat on the directorate of the I.ReasPeSe and in the swmer of 1943

I resigned froa membership in the Political Society itself, 1 seldon

attended the sessiosns of the Diet, nor did I serve on any of the

- 1l = ‘ ‘: 1
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. - “Zarliasuentery Comnittees.
My ‘conoections with the Govormment coapletely onded when I resigned "j 1
es Foreign Office wfvisor ia Jwy 1941, and I never held any off icial 0
position egain until ‘he end of the war,+ T haa scarsely awy friond in '
the Government o in tho Arnz and Mavy, nor did L ¥ .ve any special source ;- |
- of inf-rmotion concerning cuirent eovenils andl tle rcal war situation.: __
I was a perfectly free and independent individusl holding no brief for any S
zroup or organization whatever. _
This 20th day of November, 1947, at Tokyo, _J'apan.
~ (seal) |
SHIRATORIL, Toshio - .
Sworn to, deposed, and stated, and subseribed beforc ne on the above
entioned dcte at the sene place.
. | ' (szal)
Sill;l.ﬂﬂ.‘ti Shill y
Counscl for Defendant SHIRLTCAL
0T
I swear ace.rdinz to my conscience to state the whole truth, reserve
J
a-thing that I know, nor add oaythiug that I do nect know,
X ‘ ____(seal)
S‘[llBhTORI' TJSHiD
;
- 15 12 ' ‘f‘h 8
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