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INTERROGATION OF
EIROTA Koki
Date and Time: 29 January 1946, 1415-1600 hours.
Place : Sugemo Prison, Tokyo, Japan.
Present : HIROTA Koki

Captein Calhoun W, J. Phelps, Interrogator
J. K. Sano, Interpreter
Miss Lucille C. Brunner, Stenographer

Questions by ¢ Captain Phelps
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Among the answers I gave to you yesterday, at the time I was
not able to give you the name of the Agssistant Navel Attache
at Washington. That man's name is Isoroku YAMAMOTO. Also
you propounded & question to me on one YOSHIDA Shigeru. I
know two YOSHIDA Shigeru. One of them ig o person, I explain,
is connected with the Foreign Ministry and now the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, The other YOSHIDA Shigeru was the Chief
of Planning and Research Bureau under the OKADA Cabinet.

This same person remained in the same cepacity in my Cabinet.
I did not know which YOSHIDA you really meant and I want to
clarify that. This latter YOSEIDA later became the Minigter
of the Ministry of Welfare in one of the later Cabinets. I
don't think it was the TOJO Cabinet, but perhaps before the
TCJO Cabinet. However, he might have held the same office
again 1n a later Cabinet. I agm not very clear on that point.

For the purposes of the record, there were two YOSHIDA Shigeru

personages in your Cabinet!?
In my Cabinet one of the YOSHIDA wag recommended to become

Minister of Foreign Affairs, but dw to the objection made by
the War Department his appointment was not materialized.

Who in the War Department objected to his appointment?
I think the War Department in group protested his appointment.

For what reason?
For the reason that he was pro-American;at th¢saeme time he

is a son-in~law of Count MAKINO.
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HIROTA Koki 1/29/46

At this time who was the Minigter of War?
This objection against YOSHIDA was raised at the time portfolio

Q.
A,

v

for my Cabinet was under discussion.

At that time General

TERAUCHI was slated to hold Wer Minister because YOSHIDA was
I wanted him to be appointed as

pro-British and American.

Foreign Minister in my Cabinet.

But General TERAUCHI objected to his being appointed as

Foreign Minister?
Yes.

The other YOSHIDA Shigeru, who wee Chief of the Planning and
Research Bureeu,was in what Department of the Government?
That Planning and Research Bureau belonged directly under the

Cabinet.

Under the Prime Minigter, is that correct?

Yes.

Last evening, Mr. HIROTA, you mentioned that when General TERAUCHI
had been recommended to you as Minister of War, by whom was he

recommended?

First, when I was requested to form a Cabinet I asked who would
be influential enough to reform the Army and the answer was that
General TERAUCHI's past assignments had been away from Tokye

and naturally he is more neutral in his position to hold War
Minigter. In other words, he being outsider in so fer as what
is going on wvithin the Army at the time he could exercise inde-
pendent Judgment in reforming the Army.

Mr. HIROTA, I asked you who recommended TERAUCHI to you and you
answered that he was a neutral in thought.

The peracn from whom I ascertained that opinion is General

Of course, the information from General

SUGITAMA was the preliminary and confidential one. However, when
any War Minister is officially recommended, then we consult the
Army group officially whether he would be acceptable or not.

SUGIYAMA, Gen or Hajime.

What was General SUGIYAMA's official position?! Was he Chief of

Staff?

Although my recollection is not clear, I think he might have been
the Aesistant Chief of Staff, db¢ I am reasonabdbly sure that he

wae not Vice War Minister.
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So it ie possible in the Japanese Government that the Chief
of Staff may recommend or even appoint the War Minister, ig
that correct?

At about that time the Ohief of Staff was a member of the
Imperial Household. However, the military personnel matter
wae handled by three high officials composed of Minigter of
War, Chief of Staff, and Genersl Superintendent of Military
Education. Those three held what is known as the Big Three
Conference.

Was this called the MASAKI group?

I don't think it could be called as s MASAKT group, but I don't
know. However, that group is composed of three high-ranking
officials.

So that General SUGIYAMA as Assistant Chief of Staff was acting
for the Big Three group!?

The Chief of Staff was a member of the Imperial Household:; the
War Minister had already resigned, and the General Superintendent
of Eduwation were the ones who conslidered the future recommenda-
tion.

Who then was the Chief of Staff who wvas a part of the Imperial
Hougehold? |
It was Prince KAN_IN.

Then 1t became possible for Prince KAN_-IN to exert influence on
the Bmperor the same as it would for the Keeper of the Privy Seall
In order to explain that 8ltuation I must tell you that there is
a form we have to go through in comnection with the appeintment

of Army and Nevy Minisgters. Under Army and Navy regulations

their Ministers must be high-ranking officers of respective
Depertments. Therefore, whoever receives appointment for a
ministerial office must as a matter of procedure ask the highest
ranking officer in Navy or Arny, respectively, to recommend them
for the position.

That highest ranking officer will be the Chief of Staff of the
Army or the Chief of Staff of the Navy, 1s that not correct?
That is corract.

Do you know NAGANO, Oeani?
Tes. I know him. He came recommended as Navy Minister for ny
Cabinet.
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So he is an Admiral?
Yes.

What 1s his reputation for truth and honesty?
He 1s known to be very exact in doing things.

Is it not true he is also known to have opposed the Washington
Naval Limitations Conference!?

As to that I do not know well enough.

Do you know HAYASHI Raizburo?
Yes, I do. He became Minister of Justice in my Cabinet.

What 1s his reputation for truth and honesty?

He was known to be o very honest man. At first Mr. Choku OHARA
wag recommended for Justice Minister, even by Prince KONOYE,

I believe I was given n 8lip of paper indicating 8o, and I knew
him because of my relationship with him in the OKADA Cabinet.
He waes an advocate of the Emperor's office as a compromise can-
didate, as a result of which Army eide objected to his appoint-
ment, there being nothing else to do bt to change appointment
to Raizburo BAYASHI for Justice Minister.

(Mr. HIROTA states thet the term Emperor 1s wsed by him to
denote an organ of government and not as a religious symbol
and he did not like to be quoted as one who is defining that
term because even the constitutional lawyers in this country
have not been able to Clearly define his pesition.

Captain Phelps now states "Your interpretetion ie accepted by
me for the duration of our ciscussions?)

Continuation of above answer:

For that reason, es I said. before Choku OHARA's appointment
to the Justice Minister wes objected to by the Apmy side. At
the time his qualification for Minister of Justice was dis-
cugsed. I believe hLe vas Attorney General, but I am not very
clear on that point. Mr. HAYASHI now is a member of the
Privy Council.

What was his reputation for truth and honesty?
He is considered quite honest. :
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Do you kmow Mr. Hachisaburo HIRAO?
Yes, I know him.

What is his reputation for truth and honesty?

He is one of the leading businessmen and he was so devoted to
the education of young people, even establishing a higher
school. Because of his interest in education he was made &
Minister of Bducation in my Cabinet. '

Do you know Toshio SHIMADA?
Yes, I know him.

What is his reputation for truth and honesty?

He is a leading member of Seiyu-Kai Political Party: there
were two members from said Party to occupy ministerial
offices in my Cabinet, and he was one of them. He is &
man well-versed in agricultural problems: therefore, he
was appointed as a Minister for Agriculture and Forestry
in my Cabinet.

Do you know Field Marshal UEHARA?
I do not know him. -

Do you kmow him by reputation?
Yes, I know him by name.

What is his reputation for truth and honmesty?
He is a man who died quite some time ago.

Do you know UEDA Shumichi?
I do not know him.

Do you know him by reputation?
I do not know anyone by that name.

He was not the Secretary to Prince KONOYE?
I can not recollect anyone by that name.

Do you know KAWASAKI, Takukichi!?
Yes, I know him.

What is his reputation?

He was an influential member of Minsel-to, a political party.
He came recommended by Prince KONOYE when I formed ny
Cabinet, and he became the Minister of Commerce and Industry.

During the tim¢lGeneral TERAUCHI was Minister of Wer in your
Cabinet, did he or did he not attempt to influence you to
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HIROTA

A, No.

Q. On whom do you place responsibility for the
A. During my term of offi

Koki 1/29/46
wage war on China?

out break of war
in China during your term of office?

ce as Premier of my own Cabinet
Chinese inci dents were very few. At the same time major

issues confronting Army was the reformation of Army itself.

Q. Were you not Prime Minister on 7 July 1937 by Occidental

A
Q.
A,

Q
A.

Q.
A,

O

persusied to join it.

calendar at the time when theDkachio

Bridge incident hap-
pened?

. I was not Premier at that time.

You were Foreign Minigter?
Yes.

In whose Cabinet, Prince KONOYE?
Yes, his First Cabinet.

Do you know OGAWA, Gotaro!?

Yes, he also was an influential memher of Minsei-to Political

Party. When I formed my Cabinet one TANOMOGI and KAWASAKT
Joined us. Shortly afterwvards KAWASAKT died. Then Gétars
OGAVA came to take his place in my Cabinet. Ha also was a
member of the Minsei-to Political Party.

What is Mr. OGAWA's reputation for

trth and honesty?
He is quite honest

. He was once Professor at Kyoto Imperial

What ig Mr. TANOMOGI's reputation for trubh and honesty?
He also was g £00d man.

By good do Jou mean honest!?
He was thought to be honest.

At this particular time when
vere elected by Genyosha!?

Tes, the fact of being a member of Genyosha goes back when
I vas a young man and when I became a diplomat I was ageain

you were Prime Minister you
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Q. You mean to become active again, not to rejoin, do you
not?

A. Let me explain on that point: in my middle school days I
ruined my health and in my neighborhood there was a Judo
g&mnasium close by our place. For a period of three years
I attended the gymnasium for physical training. There-
after, I came to Tokyo and attended schools, as I stated
yesterday, and finally became & diplomat. Then staying
in England for a period of over four years I returned to
Japan. At that time I was requested to remain as a member

of Genyosha because one who received Judo training at its
- &ymnasium became diplomat.

As an honorary member, do you mean?
Just an ordinary member.

So you would be ecalled a director? -

I did not have any other conmection that that of a member.
The Genyosha is in Fukuoka Prefecture, and because of my
assignment as diplomat student otherwise outside of the

Prefecture I did not have any direct conmection with its
operation.

re reo

Capt. Phelps: I believe we will leave you now and return sOme
other time.

—CERTIFICATE OF INTERPRETER
I, J. K. Sano, being sworn on oath, state that I truly translated
the questions and answers given from English to Japamese and from

Japanese to English respectively, and that the above transcription
of such questions and answers, consisting of seven (7) pages, are

true and aecurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this /A day of

lebiwry o Bt i

-7. international Prosecution Sec.GHQ, ScAP




Certificate of Stenographer

I, Lucille C. Brunner, hereby certify that I acted as stenogravher
at the interrogation set out above, and that I transcribed the

foregoing questions and answers, and that the transcription 1s true
and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

I, Calhoun W. J. Phelps, Captain, JAGD, Serial No. 0-904367, certify

that on the twenty-ninth day of Januwry, 1946, personally appeared
before me HIROTA Koki, and according to J. K. Sane, Interpreter, gave

the foregoing answers to the several questions set forth therein.

Suamo Prison, Tovo, Jman = aldos 2U.

Captain, J
/ 4\% /T
Date
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INTERROGATION OF

Koki Hirota

Date and Time: 4 February 1946, 1000-1600 Hours
Place

Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Japan

Present ¢ Koki Hirota
Captain Calhoun W. J. Phelps, Interrogator
J. K. Sano, Interpreter
Ruth F. Anderson, Stenographer

Juestions by : Captain Phelps

BY CAFTAIIl FHILPS: Do you solemnly swear, by Almighty God, that you will truly
and accurately interpret and translate from English into Japanese and from
Japanese into English, as may be required of you, in this proceeding?

BY MR, SANO: I do,
'« Mr, Hirota, what was the purpose of Cenyosha?

A. I am wondering if' the Genyosha was organized about the time of the Meiji -
the tenth year of leiji Incident. What is known as the Seigo Insurrection?
That is before I was born. It appears that younger people who are des-
cendants of the Old Samurai Clan who joined with forces of the Seigo who
arose against the Shoshu Faction represented civil groups in the government
then existing., This Seigo represented a group of people known as Sasshu
Faction, the military faction, against a group of governmental officials
who usurped for themselves the power of the government for their own
selfish purposes, although the Meiji Hestorations granted more liberal
power to the people. To this faction, led by Seigo, were joined such
statesmen as Taneoml SO&JIMA of Hizzen, particularly of Saga area, and
Taisuke ITAGAKE of Tosa and Shimpei ETO. Together they rebelled sgainst
the government as a result of which civil disturbances arcse in variomas
parts of the country. The Seigo rebellion was the most noticable one
among them, and it later became known by the name of the Seigo Rebellion,
Wnen the Seigo group arose agsinst the government, the young people, as
I mentioned before, from the Fukuoka area, joined with them, As a result
of that insurrection, older people of the Fukuoka Prefecture either died
or were put to death and some committed suicide, leaving young people
fifteen or sixteen wvears old., The way I understand the Genyosha came
into being is briefly as I mentioned above, I did not know just for
what purpose those people organized the Genyosha, In the constitution
of the Genyosha were found three principles, and they were in substance,
although I am not ouoting verbatim: First, to respect and honor the
Emperor, and I think what was meant by that is that some group of people

§ instead of the BEmperor was exercising governmental power, The second

3 £‘:',.f§ H-..;?.;;' z/(?//._, 3
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Interrogation of Koki Hirota 4 Feb 1946

principle was immedi ately proceeding the Meiji Restoration a new
doctrine was adopted for opening a country and becoming a more liberal
nation and to foster the prosperity of Japan, because up to the Mei ji
llestoration, Japan closed her doors to the outside world, Thirdly

to expand the right of the people, After the Mei ji Restoration, ﬁmeror
Meiji issued an Imperial rescript known as the Five Article Pledge of
the Meiji Emperor, and in that Imperial rescript contained one old
governmental function which will be carried out by first consulting
public opinion. As a result of that provision in the Imperial pledge,
people wanted to establish the Diet system. I have read these things

I have mentioned herein in what is known to be the principles followed
by the Genyosha., I think they were the principles adopted by this
society,

yes or no and then at the end of each day's interrogation, I will give
you time to make such supplemental remarks as you wish to make,

Yes,
That is agreeable with you?

Yes,

In later years would you say the principle or the purpose of the Genyosha
was to improve relations with China and to educate and train all Japanese
persons to work harder for Japan?

Partially yes and partially no.

fias the portion of which you would answer yes to educate and train all
Japanese to work harder for Japan?

I don't think that would be completely true, however, I believe they
taught the Chinese language among their work., '

You are answering the whole thing then, is that correct?

As an educational program, they taught the Chinese language to twekve
or thirteen of their members. More energy was expended in the physical

development of their men,

How did they carry out their program? Other than teaching, did they use
magazines or just what means were used?
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A,

A

JQ.

I believe Chinese language instruction was -given some of the members of
the society who knew the language, however, for the last two or three
years, I believe they issued a leaflet folded into two parts (indicating
about 14 inches by about 16 inches long). In other words, the size of
the leaflet was just about twice as large as this writing tablet, and

I believe the society was sending those leaflets to their members,

Who published this leaflet?

I don't know in detail, however, those leaflets must have been published
by the staff members of the society at Fukuoka,

Genyosha was a national organization, was it not?
No, it never was.
Do you know who were members of this organization?

I do not. know, because I haven't even seen the roster of the membership,
but I presume some of the men with whom I received my physical training
must no doubt remain as their members.

Neme some of them,

1

uite a few of them passed away, but a man such as Tatsuma HAKODA, Shintaro
SHINDO, Taketora OGATA, Kazuma SHINDO, Kokura YOSHIDA, who is much older a

person than I am. You want some more?

Yes.

wasaburo YAMASAKI, these are the men whom I know rather well as members
of the Genyosha,

«ere the members of Genyosha of any specific type such as high government
officials, business people, army people, influential people, or what?

OUne of the most influential members of the Genyosha who has maintained
a long relationship with it was Mitsuru TOYAMA, however, this man did
not have anything to do with the government, If any one at all who had
any relationship with the governments, perhaps I and Mr. Ogato would be
the only one,

Your answer, then, is no specific type of people were members of the
Genyosha? :

¥y answer is that those who attended the physical training at Genyosha

are the ones who became the members, chiefly so. Shortly before I was
brought over here, to Sugamo Prison, I was told that one lLieutenant

- -

- s o _ Tk
e e



Interrogation of Koki Hirota L Feb 1946

Q.

A,

General now in Reserve Service by the name of Hatsutaro HARAGUCHI also
was a member of Genyosha,

Did Genyosha train young pebple by making them apprentices?

No, they did not, absolutely, They taught principally the Qrt of Judo
and fencing,

Is the membership of the Genyosha secret?

Genyosha is permitted by the government to function as an incorporated
body to foster and to educate young people of the rural districts,

Is that all of Japan?
It is of that particular district or area,

My question was, is membership in the organization secret?

The membership in the Genyosha was not secret at all, I think it was not
secret because it was an incorporated body recognized by the government.

Was TOYAMA an organizer of Genyosha?
I believe perhaps he was,

In your opinion,did this organization formulate secret policies and force
them upon the government?

I believe as Genyosha, it did not have such inference, As I have explained
before, this organization devoted itself to the education of young people
but never had mnything to do with politics., It is not a political or-

ganization,

So it never used terror in any manner at all?

It is said fifty or sixty years ago they resofted to terror,
But not recently?

Never,

Did Gerieral Doihara, as head of the Special Service Organization, - would
he be in a position to know whether or not Genyosha had used terror in

recent years?
I do not know whether he would have or not.

Have you ever heard of Shimpeitai using terror to force policies on the
government ?

<5 K=




Interrogation of Koki Hirota 4 Feb 1946

A,

Je

A

I read it in newspapers when they were arrested, - when the members of
Shimpeitai were arrested.

When was that? Approximately?

Although my recollection is not very clear, I think it was four or five
years ago or maybe five or six yesars ago.

#ere you not a member of TQYAMA's funeral committee in COctober of 19447
Yes, I was amember of the committee, ‘
Was TOYAMA a member of the Black Dragon Societyl Kokuryukai?
I do not know, |

Is it not true that representatives of TOYAMA went to the Premier on several
occasions to tell him how to act in certain matters?

I do not know clearly in what matters they did or if they did at all,
however, I was told that TOYAMA in person made an approach to the government
before the Japanese-Russo War.

Did that also hapven prior to the Manchurian Incident?

At about the time of the Manchurian Incident I was stationed in Russia,
so I do not know that situation.

Did you ever receive letters from Mr. TOYAMA when you were in Russia?
I never had any exchange of commnication between myself and M. TOYAMA,
Yet you were raised in the TOYAMA household were you not?

No.
Were you not adopted by M. TOYAMA, or did you not live in their home?

Absoultely not,

Did you live in their home? You told me the other day when you came to
the Imperial University you lived with Mr, TOYAMA, is that not correct?

I aid not, I mentioned, however, that I called on him once when I came
to Tokyo after graduating from military school,

You were a member of Genyosha, is that correct?
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L Feb 1946
As I said previously, upon return from England they asked me to join then
for the sake of educating young people, so I became a member,

Do you know any members of the Kokuryukai ?

I don't know his first name, but I know one by the name of Kuzuo.

He was president of the organization, is that right?

I don't know whether he was the president or not, but he was actually in
charge,

Was he a member of the Army?

I don't know, but perhaps he‘was not.,

Was this organization a secret organization?

I don't know real well whether it was or not, but their activities were

so well known to the public and they were quite active before the Japanese-

Russian war,

Did this organization take any part in formulating the polities of the
attack on Manchuria?

I do not know, because I was not in Japan then.

Did you ever near of individuals of the Kokuryukai getting up in the Diet
and telling the government how they should act?

I don't know whether any member of Kokuryukai, the Black Dragon Society,
was a member of the Diet,

Is it not true that this organization was the motivating force in the
formation of the Ethéopian question confrerence?

I have a faint recollection, although I do not know, just what they did,
but they might have been connected with the Etheopian conference,

Did they not work for assistance to E&hiopia as against Italy?

My understanding is that discriminating acts against other nations is
not good, therefore, I think they were against Italy.

Actually the Black Dragon Society was a militaristic and bureaucratic
organization, was it not?

If you observe them from outside, one could perhaps say that they were
nationalistic, but I do not know whether they were militaristic or not.

i
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Interrogation of Koki Hirota

Qe

A,

f_é.

Ao

L4 Feb 1946

Is it not true that the Fascist movement in Japan was begun in this
organization?

My understanding of the RBlack Dragon Society is that they were opposed
to Fascisism and were behind the family system of Japan,

Imperial rule?

Yes.,

Did individuals of this organization ever get up and tell the government
how to act in certain matters?

I believe they advocated the popular election system which is based upon
the family system of Japan.

In what ways did they advocate that system?

I do not remember it well, but I think that the right to vote in a popular
election would be given to the head of each family. I don't know for sure
wnether that was advocated, by Black Dragon Society specifically,

You don't know, then, who advocated such a vote?

What I believe is that that movement was carried on by individuals who
could be considered as a member of the Black Dragon Society as well as by
people other than the members of the Black Dragon Society,

How do you know that the Black Dragon Society was interested in this
popular suffrage?

I feel that way because I have been receiving various pamphlets around
that time.

Where was the headquarters for the Black Dragon Society?
I don't know. |
You don't know it was in Tokyo?

Of course, it was in Tokyo.

When was this society organized?

I don't know when it was organized, but the person who organized it is
RyOhei USHIDA'-




Interrogation of Hoki Hirota
Qe Is he still Lving?

A. He died. After he died the person who handle

Qs Whose first name is what?

A. Yoshihisa, I think perhaps it is so. E
Jde You were quite close to this society, were you not? E
As No, sir, | ;
(e Your name is carried on the roster of members of the Black Dragon Society? ;
A. I don't know, | o j

Qe Well, youﬁknow it now,

A. I still don't know because I never became a member,

e Do you believe you were an honorary member on the Board of Directors?

A. Not in any capacity at all,

e To your knowledge?

A, I firmly believe I was not.

Qe Why do you firmly believe it?

A. I never becams a member of aﬁj and all societies, except retaining a
membership in my own alumni association or in institutions where I trained
myself in the art of Judo,

4. My statement was you might have been a member of the Board of Directors, 5
an honorary member?

A. I understand that, but I never was,
Ye To your knowledge?
A. That is right. From what I know I never was.

2e Did you ever hear that the principle of this organization was to serve
Imperialism and to promote the Imperial rule which will include the six

directions?




Interrogation of Koki Hirota L, Feb 1946

A,

Qe

A.

Six directions?
Heaven and Earth, North, South, East, and West?

I have never heard of anything like that, nor have I read or have I
heard or seen anything like that,

. Wlere you friendly with Nakano SEIGO?

Yes, He came from the same place, and he was 2 member of the Diet, and
I believe he was a member of Genyosha,

He was also a member of the Black Dragon Society?
I don't know,
Did he keep it a secret from you that he was a member of such society?

Ly relationship with him did not go that far, and he did not disclose it
to me, therefore, I do not know. Not only that, Mr. Nakano followed the
policy to fight against me,

The membership in this organization was secret, was it not?
That I do not know,

But you suspicion that since it was a large organization and you only
know one member?

That I don't believe the membership was kept secret., I don't know for
sure, and l{r. Kuzuo should know all about it. .

Was not this organization used by the War Ministry as a secret organization

abroad?

That I don't know. I don't know absolutely,

Do you know iir, Toyataro OBATA?

I know him,

Do you knqw if he was a member of the Black Dragon Society?
I believe he was a member, |

Do you know Hiroshi Ikeda?

Perhaps he was, because those people are followers of Masuzo YOSHIDA.
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Do you know Masuzo YOSHIDA?

I know him,

Was he also a member?

Perhaps he was,

Do you know Mr, Shin KO.JATARI?

I know him, .

Is he a member of the.same club?

Perhaps he is a member of that ciub.

Do you know if he was a member of the Black Dragon Society?
Perhaps hé was, because he was close to Mr, Yoshida. ;

Do you know Mr. Iwao Saichi?

There is some name similar to that. I don't know.
Do you know lir, Rokusuke SAKAI?

I don't know him, I

Mr. Ichiro SUZUKI?

I don't know him,

Shinichiro KAWAHARA?

I aon't believe I have heard his name,

Do you know Colonel Kingoro HASHINOTC?

I know his name,

Wwas he a member of the Black Dragon Society?
I don't know, |

Do you know Professor Genchi KATO?

I don't know him,

L Feb 1946
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A

Qe

A

Do you know lir. Toyasaburo KIKUCHI?

I don't know him, I believe‘there might have been a lfinister of Education
by that name, 1

That is the one., ;
But I am not sure whether he is the one you have in mind.

That is the one, Was he a member of the Black Dragon Socciety?

I don't know him at all personally. I

Do you know Kamakichi TAKAHASHI?

I know his name only.

Do you know whether or not he was a member of the Black Dragon Society?
I don't know at all. |
Do you know Yoshihisa FUJII?

I don't know him, ‘

Taketora OGATA?

I know him,

Do you know whether or not he was a member?

That I don't know,
He was close to this same group, was he not?
I don't know as to that, however, he is a newspaper man,

You don't know whether this society had any members in China spreading
propaganda, do you?

I don't know.

In your opinion, would their membership have been that large, that they
may have members - :

I don't know what they have been doing, nor do I know what size the
membership was.

What kind of propagantla did they have?
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I don't know at all,
You never saw any?
I have never seen or heard of « 1 P

In your opinion, did this soclety have any connection with the 2.26
Incident?

That I don't know, I can't even imagine }hey had,

You would not know whether or not Ikki KITA was a member of this society?

I know Ikki KITA by name only, however, I do not know if he had any
relationship with the society,

Although not a member of this society, were you close to the society?
I didn't have anything to do with that, close or otherwise,
Were you close to Kuzuo, Ikeda, Yoshida, any of those men?

No, except Lr., Yoshida who came from Fukuoka Prefecture and is a senior
to me, |

Senior to what?
Senior citizen from Fukuokz Prefecture,

Did Mr. Yoshida ever attempt to force his policy on you either when you were
Foreign lMinister or Premier?

I believe Mr. Yoshida was dead about the time I held office. Of that, of
course, I am not clear as to the date, however, I do not have any recolleé-

tion ever that he forced any policy on me,
Did any of these other friends of his attempt to influence you in any manner? |
They did not.

When :you were in office, did you ever receive any threats from the Black
Dragon Society?

I don't believe I received any.

You would have known it if you had, would you not?

Yes, that is right,
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Qe

-

And you did not? To the best of your recollection, you did not?
No, sir, I did not. * |

Who was responsible as Foreign Minister for your passing upon your three
principles in relation to China?

The three principles, in dealing with China in a diplomatic way, was
brought about as a result of a conference between the Foreign Ministry
and the War Ministry, :

Between yourself and whom?

On the discussion of a policy in China, why, we who are of the Foreign
Ministers Office and the military group get together and talk about it
and present it to - members of that end present it to me as Foreign
ldnister,

Does the Foreign linister alone formulate policies for foreign countries?
Hardly ever,

Actually does not the Chief of Staff of the Army formulate your policy
in dealing with foreign countries?

I can't tell you whether it was from the Chief of Staff or from the War
Minister, but they come from the military source,

You can tell me, can you not, who told you to put into effect these three
principles in China?

I can not tell,
You mean you do not remember?

As I said before, a matter of that nature is discussed among the staff
members, and then was brought up to me,

TERA-VCHI @qu
The Jiar ldnister in your Cabinet was TAROCHI, was 9t not?

Yes,
Did he make you adopt this policy?

When he referred to these three fundamental principles, = ~ould you help
me to the extent of giving a date?

It was at the time you were Foreign Minister and about 1935 in the Occidental

calander. Late 1935 or early 1936,
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TERRUCHI Cufff _
A. TAROCHI was not War lfinister in these ycars,

D Who was? c

A. At the time of the February 26 Incident, the War lMinister was General
KANWASHIMA, who succeeded General Senjuro HAYASHI, When I presented my
three fundamental principles in dealing with the China affair, I can
not tell just which of these two War Ministers was in office.,

0. But it was probably KAWASHIMA, was it not? |

A, Because of how many months General KAWASHIMA remained in office as the
War Minister, I can not tell you definitely.

0. But you knew or probably knew when you had to write these three principles
that they did, in effect, reduce China to a Japanese colony should China
accept those three principles?

A. There was no such a thing contemplated.

Q. That is, it was not contemplated by you?

A. I did not contemplate anything like that at all.,
0. But the Armmy may have contemplated 1t?

A. I wonder if my three fundamental principles - so-called my three funda- _
mental principles - could be incorporated in that matter. ;

J. By the Amy?
A. By any one at all who heard my three principles.

7. Was not a copy of these three principles delivered to the office of Mr.
Grew here in Tokyo?

A. T don't know, and if he said he received one, he must have received it,
but my three principles were not anything which should be kept away from

0. ‘We will see you after lunch,

1200 HOURS
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Before we go into the three principles, let's go back to these societies
again. Did you belong to any society other than Genyosha?

I did not except Genyosha,
So you were not a member of the Kokuikai at all?

I remember I was invited to join the Kokuikai once, but I am not sure
whether I am a member of it or not.

Nere you invited there by lir. Izawa?
Perhaps it was so,
Or by Prince Konoye, might it have been?

I don't know just who extended to me the invitation, but when I returned
from Russia, I was invited to attend one of their parties,

You were not a member of the Sekiseika were you?

NO, Sir-

Do you know anything about the organization?

My understanding is that Sekiseika was operated by Kingoro HASHIMOTO who
maintained an office near my place. For that reason, I used to see him
as I walked along the street,

Do you know any of its members?

I don't know anything about that.

Do you know the purpose of that organization?

That, too, I do not know, but all I remember is whoever they were wore
uniforms,

Do ybu know anything about the Kokuhonsha?

T don't know that either,

Did you ever hear that Baron Hiranuma founded the Kokuhonsha?

Yes, I heard that part of it.
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Q.

And it would have been founded about 1904 or 1905, is that about right?
I don't know anything about that at all, l
Who were some of its members?

I don't know any of the members, but I presume those who were close to
Mr. Hiranuma could have been the members,

Maybe General Hatg Shinge?

I really don't know the individuals.

Would you know the purpose of the organization?

I don't know who they were, because I wasn't paying any attention,
Did any of your close friends belong to this organization?

As I said, I don't know any who belonged as a member, but any one who
was close to lr. Hiranuma could have been a member,

What do you know about the Kochisha?
I don't know anything.
What do you know of the Shimpeitai?

I rcad about it in the newspaper, btut I really don't know what the true
nature of that organization was.

Wiould you remember whether it was organized before the 1932 Incident?

I know that people connected with Shimpeitai were arrested and are being
tried in the court, but I don't know anything about it.

Do you re€all the names Tatsuo Amano and Torao MAEPA?

I remember this AMANO called on me once or twice at my residente, but
as to the latter, I don't know anything about him,

ihat was the nature of AMANO's visit to your residence?

r. AIANO was brought over to me by Seigo NAKANO. That was toward the
end of the year before last.

For what reason did he come to see you?
He was greatly concerned over the progress of the war and he was opposing

the policy of Tojo.
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Q4
A.

Q

we

A

e

A.

Is it not true that Mr. Amano is one of the founders of the Shimpeital?

That I do not know,

Did you ever hear that the purpose of the assassinations in 1932 were to
assassinate the entire cabinet then in power,

That I don't know.

Did you ever hear that the Shimpeitai wished to establish a new cabinet

under Prince %ﬁf

That I don't know.,

Did you ever hear that they desired to get rid of people who opposed the
aggression in Manchuria?

I don't know about that, Most of these things, if they are.true, occurred
when I was in Mussia, and I don't know.

After your return from Russia, have you ever heard that the Shimpaitei
tried to force its policy on the government by threats of assassination
or otherwise?

As to that, I have no knowledge, nor have I heard about it, I have no
knowledge about them at all,

Did you ever hear that the Emperor was forced to publish a rescript de-
claring war at the point of a gun?

I don't know.
Are you familiar with the Tokummu Kikan?
Are you referring to the activities in China or in Japan?

Both.

I heard that Tokumm Kikan were functioning in China in various ways.
Did you ever learn of any of its membeps?

T don't know anything about that.

Did you ever know anything about that?

No,
Did you ever hear that Tashio Shiratori was connected with this?

I am‘learning for the first time now, I don't Know anything about him,

= 17




Interrogation of Koki Hirota L4 Feb 1946

Qe Do you know anything of the Ketsumeidan Jiken?

~A. I learned through the newspapers.

Qe Do you know any of its members?

A. I don't know,

Q. What was ‘the purpose of this organization?

A. That, too, I do not know except that the case was tried in court.

Qe What case do you refer to?

A. The Ketsumeidan trial,

Qe YWhat do you know of Yoku Sei Kai?.

A. I only know the name, -

Qe Who organized this party?

'. A, I don't know, but perhaps the politicalists then must have organized it,
: 0. It was organized was it not about April of 19422

& A. I don't know as to that, but I think it must have been organized following
| the Yoku SeiKai., '

\ Q. Did you ever hear that General Abe founded the Yoku Sei Kai?

A, I heard General Abe became president of it, but I don't know whether
he founded it or not.

all Bad

Q. This was an ultra-Nationalistic society, was it not?

LS | "."-

A, Membership in the Yoku Sei Kai embraced practically all members of the
Diet and naturally there might have been a difference in individual opinions,

.‘-ﬁ -
g - =
- i

Were the generals, the elder statesmen, also members of this organization?

o
e =
L]

While I haven't been paying much attention to that, and I don't remember
it very well = |

0. But you were a member of the elder statesmen, were you not?

A, Yes, I was,
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Yet you were not a member of the Yoku Sei Kai?
NO, Siro .
Was the purpose of the Yoku Sei Kai, in your opinion, to wage war?

I don't know because I had nothing to do with it,

I asked for your opinion,

I don't know anything about it, therefore, I can't express an opinion
concerning it,

Would you have considered it the war party of Japan?

You mean to say war referring to this Pacific conflict that we had?
Yes.,
I won't be able to tell you because I don't know what they were doing.

Would you say that Admiral Seizo KOBAYASHI was a member of the Yoku
Sei Kai?

I am just wondering if Mr, KOBAYASHI became the head of it at one time.

But as best you recall, he was a member?

I remember he became the president of the organigation, but I don't know
whether he was a member before he became a president of the organization,

What do you know of Akita-Ken?
I don't know,
Did you ever hear of Yazonsha?

I don't know anything about it.

You would not know whether Hasigawa, who was the Procurator of the
Marioka District Court was a member or not?

I don't know that person either.

Or whether Shumei OKAWA was a member ?

I don't know him. I know his name, of course,

Or whether Ikki Kitney a member?

=21 Qs
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Qe
A,

Qe

A.

A.
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A,

A

\
Q

A,

I don't know,

What do you know of Sakura Kai?

I don't know, '

You ddn't know anything?

I don't know anything about Sakura Kai, the Cherry Club. The only knowledge
I have of Sakura Kai is that that organization existed among the army
officers and his name was mentioned about the time of the 2,26 Incident,
Whose name was mentioned?

Sakura Kai,

There are still boys clubs belonging to Sakura Kai, are there not?

I don't know anything about it at all. |

Do you know anything about Kozakura Kai?

I don't know anything about it, .

Do you know anything of Seyo Kai, the Stars and Ocean Club,

I don't know.

Would vou know whether or not navy men belonged to this organization?

I haven't heard anything about that. |
/hat do you know of the Thirty Six Club?

I don't know ;nything about it. .

Did you ever hear that Colonel KOBAYASHI formed the Thirty-Six Club?

I have a slight recollection that I have seen a small.pamphiet'with the
title, "The Crisis of 1936 and 1937," referring to year.

Was Colbnel KOBAYASHI named on the pamphlet?

1 don't remember,
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A

o 4 [}

A.

Going back to Kokuikai, was this organization founded from the Shin
Kanryo?

The Shin Kanryo or New Bureaucracy, - I can't tell whether it was solely
organized by people connected with Shin Kanryo or not, but possibly it
embraced people connected with politics as well as business men.,

And army and navy personnel?®

I don't know as to that because I am not familiar with the inner organiza-
tion,

‘Do you believe lir, Izawa formed this organization after the Manchurian

Incident of 19317

I don't know. I learned of this name Kokuikai upon return from Russia.
Until that time I never heard of even the name,

flho was the leader of this organization at the time when you were invited
to become a member?

I don't know who was the leader, but a man such as Mr. Yuzawa was no doubt
a leader. |

That is liichio Yuzawa?

I believe that is right, that name is right, but that is my vague recollec-
tion of his name.,

But men like Mr. Masaatsu Yasuoka?

Perhaps he was, I think,

Mr. Yasuoka was an associate of Mr., Qkawa, was he not?

I don't know about that.,
Prince Konoye was a member of this organization, wasn't he?
T don't remember clearly.

General Araki was a member, wasn't he?

That, too, I don't know very definitely.

Fumio Goto was a member too, was he not?

1& could be, I think,

) Al A aidh > aal ingl + ) ae
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A. As to him, I can not say definitely that he was a member, but he could be,

M

o

Mr, Karasawa was a member, wasn't he?

As to that, I have no clear-cut recollection, but perhaps so.
lir, Hozaka, the Governor of Tokyo, was a member, was he not?
As to him, I have no definite recollection, but he might have been.

Viscount Okabe was a member, was he not? His first name is Nagakage,

I know him, He formerly was a career diplomat,
Was he a member of this organizat:on?
I am unable to say that he was a member,

Mr. Kawada Isao was a member, was he not?

I don't know,

Mr. Kazuo Aoki was a member, was he not?

I know him, but I don't know whether he was a member or not.

Mr., Tokuozo Aoki was a mamber, was he not?

I know him, but I don't know whether he was a member or not?

Mr. Matsumoto Gato was a member too, was he not?

I know him, but I dn't know as to his membership in the organization.,

Mr. Shigiro Yoshita who was not the cabinet member was also a member of
this organization, was he not?

There are two Shigiro Yoshitas, both served in the cabinet. One is
now holding the office of linister of Foreign Affairs and the other
one held the office of Minister for the Department of Welfare. I think

you mean that Welfare Department iinister.

168, °

Count Sakai was a member , was he not?
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A,

A. I don't know much about that situation,

I think perhaps he was a member,
General Abe was a member, was he not?
I don't know,

Was Tomizo Abe a member?

Perhaps he was, I think,
Was Inosuke TOMITA a member?
That name is not very familiar to me,

Was Seinosuke Eashimoto a member?

I don't know any one by that name, but I am just wondering whether
that name is given to me incorrectly?

Could be, Was lir, Tetsujro Oshima a member?

I know his name and perhaps he was a member,

Was Mr. Tatsujro lachida a member?

Perhaps he was, I think,

¥ . ol i
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Did not this organization attract public notice in connection with the
Kinkei Gakuin, the Academy of the Golden Pheasant?

3 L e e

T don't know whether they were comnected with that organization or not,
but I know there was such an institution in existence.

Is it not true that you and Mr. Goto and Generak Araki were directors .
of this organization at one time, but resigned because of the stipulation
of the charter of this organization that no officer could be a Kinister

in the government?

I don't remember any such a thing.

Isn't it true that the party became most famous around July of 1934 when
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