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I: - Congress of the United Btates,
I Joint Committee on the Inyestigation
| of Feerl Harbor Atteck,
i : w;-lhincton, D._ 0,
The Joint Comuittee wet, pursuent to adjournment , &t

L0:00 £M., in the Ceucus Room (room 318), Benate Office
ii Building, Cenetor hlben W. perkley (chelrmen) presiding.
i' Fresenpt; Cenptors Berkley (cheirmen), George, luces,
; end Ferguson .
| Representetiyes Cooper (yice chelirmen), Clerk, Wurphy,
| Ceerhert, end ¥eefe.

il

}

! hleo present; Williew . Witchell, Generel Counsel;

| Gerherd ,. Geeell end John E. Vesten, of counsel, for the

| joint committee,
|
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| The Chairman: The committee will come-to order.

Congressman Gearhart had not finished examining Admiral
| Stark. |
i TESTIMONY OF ADMIRAL HAROLD R. STARK
(resumed)

Admiral Stark: May I say just a word before the exami-
' nation starts, sir?

The Chairman: Yes.
| The committee will come to ;:arder.

Admiral Stark: It had reference to Senator Lucas' exami-
nation yesterday, and I think perhaps it might be better to
wait until he gets here. I didn't realize he wasni’t present.

The Chairman: All right.

Go ahead, Congressman.

Mr. Gearhart: Adm;lral Stark, yeaterday I asked you &
few very brief 'queationa about the flying' orders under which
then Flying Lieutenant Clarence Dickinson flew from Pearl
Harbor to Wake, or Midway, whichever it was, on November 22,

- 1941,

At that time you replied you did not know about the
' orders that he flew upon or anything about the incident.
| Have you in the meantime discussed the subject with
anybody connected with the Navy Department?
Admiral Stark: No, sir, I have not pursued it at all.

Mr. Gearhart: Mr. Chairman, I have referred to this
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Witness 3tark Questions by: Mr. Gearhart

incident time and time again during the course of these

hearings. On the second or third day of these hearings I

e — - - —

made the request that copies of those orders be supplied me

and though six weeks have gone by they haven't been supplied

-
---.-..-..—-—*

| g | to date.

! 7 May I iInquire as to whether or not any effort has been
8 made to locate those orders, and if so, whether or not they
n |, are not available?

(0 Mr. Mltchell: Mr. Congressman, I beg your pardon, but

1 I was.looking at some papers and I didn't hear jﬁat what the
1ﬁ ordefs vere.

Mr. Gearhart: During the course of these hearings and

B at different times in my cross-examination of various witnesses

15 I have referred to the flying orders under which then Flying

< O "NOLONIHSYM "INvYd B Qv
-

1C Mval Lieutenant Clarence Dickinson flew from Pearl Harbor
17 to Midway or Wake, whichever it was, I have forgotten, on

e November 22, 1941, three weeks before Pearl Herbor, and on

1o |, the second or third day of these hearings when I first re-
0 ferred to this incident I requested the orders, a copy of

! the orders under which now Commander Dickinson flew. I

-
s

)
3

rave not been supplied them. I was wondering why they havé

' 1z:o0t been made available.

-~
. i
-

4

| Mr. Mitchell: Would you let us report at 2:00 ofclock
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li 431 Mr. Gearhart: I will be glad to do so.
h‘ . s M Mr. Mitchell: He was in Halsey's command, was he not?
| Mr. Gearhart: I think so.

| Mr. Mitchell: My dim recollection is that I felt we

' d1dn't have any written orders and that when Halsey was on

‘)
. the stand wé would be able to find out what orders he gave
to his own people. 'He 1s lined up as a witness. I haven't

3
asked him myself whether he has any orders, written orders,
T or if he knows what the oral orders were, but I will check
during the noon hour and try to satiéry your interest there.
12 Mr. Gearhart: Commander Dickinson in his article which
' appeared in the Saturday Evening Post of October 2nd or

|1 October 9th, 1942, I am not precise as to the date, somebody

|5 as helped themselves to my copy of the article, and which

D O 'NOLONIRSYM INvd % QMYA

G is being replaced --
17 Mr. Mitchell: 1In that article does he say whether he

(e had written or oral orders?

0 Mﬁ. Gearhart: He doesn’t say whether they were written
or oral, but he definitely says what those orders were. He
sald he was flying under absolute war orders, period, under
a- | instructions to sink any Japanese ships that he encountered
e ; upon the sea and to shoot down any flying craft that he met
in the‘air, and to keep his mission secret at all costs.

or Now, 1f' there were any such orders issued in the Pacific
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Witness Stark Questions by: Mr. Gearhart
The Chairman

prior to Pearl Harbor that is a fact, it is a fact of which
+»e country should : informed. .-I do hope that those orders
are furnished me if they are in writing, or if not in writing,
a statement in respect to what the situation was.

I ask about it now because under the ruling of the
committee yesterday we are Igoing to proceed to the examination
of Admiral Kimmel and General Short upon the conclusion of
the testimony of the distinguished witness who now occupies
the stand. I will want to examine those witnesses in reapeot'
to those orders. ‘

The Chairman: Might the Chair ask Admi;'al Stark if
those were orders, 1f there were any such ordera, and if they
were given by Admiral Halsey, would they appear as a matter'
of record in the Department here?

Admiral Stark: I think not, sir.

The Chairman: Well, Admiral Helsey is to be a witness,
I believe, isn't he?

Mr. Mitchell: Yes.

The Chairman: And, of course, if there are no written

orders in the Department, or in his files, he would be the
Lest witness as to whether he gave any such oral orders.

Admiral Stark: I would think so, yes, sir.

Mr. Mitchell: %+“e may get ahold of Admiral Halsey and

/

1f 1t was oral get his statement preliminary to his going on
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| |
the stand and we can furnish it to the Congressman.

q The Chairman: Yes. I imagine, in view of the very allur-

1 | ing picture of the Admiral in the paper this morning, you may

] « | have difficulty in locating him today. (Laughter).

L g | Mr. Gearhart: That reminds me, we are goling to get a

f 7 chance to see that saddle? (Laughter)

F 8 | There is one other matter. This was not a request or

| 0 ; mine, Mr. Chairman, but the request was made by another member
(G of the committee, that we be furnished with the copy of the

11 Roberts Report as it was originally submitted to the White

» || House, together with such changes, alterations, additions,
subtractions, that were made.

14 I want to point out again, in view of the fact that we

I’ are going to have Admiral Kimmel and General Short before

2 O '"NOLONIHSYM "INYd ¥ QUvm

1 1 us shortly, that we ought to have that report before the

? 17 committee at the earliest possible moment. The request for

e that report and interlineations, changes, additions and sub-

10 tractions was made the earliest day of this hearing, and

L oo | the request has been repeated by different members of this

committee. Now we are right up against the guns. We are

c~ | 20ing to examine the witnesses concerning whom those changes
27 |: and that report are going to be material.
|

I am constrained to inquire as to whether or not we

a5 || are going To have the original Roberts Report with such
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2 | 1nformation as would be important to this committee in

2 | respect to changes that were made in it.

| 4 Mr. Mitchell: The answer is that we have been searching

| ~ |l in all of the Departments ever since then to try to find the

: ¢ | original report, and have failed utterly, in the War, Navy,
7 State, and every other Department, to find any such document.
8 Two days ago I wrote to Justice Roberts and told him we had
%., o | Talled and that the committee wanted it and asked him if he
10 gould kindly give us any sort of relief as to where to find
I ] Lt and who had it. That is the best we have been able to do.

12 Mr. Gearhart: Thank you very much. Up to date the

INYd ¥ AQHYM

13 Information is we have not been able to locate the original

report?

15 Mr. Mitchell: Emétly; not because we havenit put an

9 QG "NOLODONIHSYM

| 10 affort on it, either.

| 17 The Chairman: Proceed. Is that all of the preliminary
| |
| 10 matter?

10 Mr. Gearhart: That is all for the moment.

0 The Chairman: You may proceed.

|
l
AR I Mr. Gearhart: Now, in your statement, Admiral otark,

| . 23 ' you referred to a Presidential direction to prepare the Navy
| 0o |t within 30 days for the capture and occupation of the Azore

| o4 Islands?

20 Admiral Sterk: That is correct, yes, sir.
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Mr. Gearhart: Will you tell me something more about
the details of that direction you received from the President?

Admiral Stark: The basis for that directive was, I
believe, our apprehension that poaéibly Germany might go down
into Spain and Portugal. We often discussed what the effect
of 1t might be, and particularly if Gibralter should be taken
#t the same time. The Azores in non-friendly hands, or in
Axis hands, would have been a very great threat to oﬁr

communications on the sea, and the preparation to take the

. Azores, if necessary, was predicated on that possibility,

namely, fgat Germany might go into Spain and into Portugal.

We had hoped ultimately, and ultimately we did get
permission to go into the Azores and operate from there, and
1t was extremely advantageous, particularly with regard to
patrolling the seas with long-range aircraft against sub--
marines.

The President gave me that order and told me to be
ready in 30 days.

Now, just why he gave it to me at that time and just

wvhy the 30 days, 1 don't recall. He gave me the direct order

'~ and right away I went to preparing the plans for it. It

vas a good thing, in any case, to have the plans ready.
For example, we likewise laid plans to take Martinique

1f necessary on the assumption that that Island might join
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Witness Stark Questions by: Mr. Gearhart

the Vichy Government under circumstances which would be
detrimental to our communications in the Caribbean.

Mr. Gearhart: You mentioned the Azores preparation in
Jour letter to Admiral Kimmel of 24 May 1941 and stated that
the Pres'j.dent gave you that positive direction two days before.
That would make the date upon which you received your in-
structions from the President the 22nd day of May 1941; is
that apprbximately correct?

Admiral Starl:; Yes, sir.

Mr. Gearhart: It was because of action which the
President was directing from day to day against the Germans
uhe consequent exchange of fire with German submarines which
rosulted that caused you to state that we were at war in
“he Atlantic before Pearl Harbor?

Admiral Stark: That i1s correct, yes, sir.

Mr. Gearhart: Now, if you reached a conclusion sometime
that we were at war in the Atlantic prior to Pearl Harbor,
there must have been a time when that became fixed in your
mind. I asked you the question yesterday but I think we
became diverted and you didn't reply as to when you considered
that the war in the Atlantic with Germany commenced.

Admiral Stark:; Well, it commenced about the time of the
shooting order, along after the President talked, I would

say, in September. That is, his talk to the nation. And the
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Witness Stark Questions by: Mr. Gearhart

actual shooting orders we gave in October.

I would invite attention, however, to the fact that
when I say ve were at wvar we were at war in effect so far as
sttacking German craft, sub-surface or surface, which crossed
% line ﬁhioh we had defined, and which sl1id down the east
coast of Iceland to the 26th Meridian and south on the 26th
lieridian, a.nd'later there was a line drawn to the westward
of the west coast of South America.

Technically, or from an international standpoint, we were
20t at war inasmuch as we did not have the right or belligerents
because war had not been declared, but actually, so far as
the forces operating under Admiral King in certain areas,
1t was war against any German craft that came inside that
erea. They were attacking us and we were attacking them.

Mr. Gearhart: As a matter of fact, actually there was
no difference between the situation which existed and which
vould have existed if a formal declaration of war had been
declared by Congress?

Admiral Stark: Not as regard that particular phase.

I might, however, read two dispatches, they are short, which

Z think will exemplify the differences which I have mentioned.

On 1 December 1941 I received a dispatch from our

.opecial Naval Observer in London, Vice Admiral Ghormley,

| ﬁhich reads as follaows:
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"Phe Admiralty zelieves that the French merchant vessel,
. Plerrel D. Mas, of long cruising radius, has sailed for Europe

[l or North Africa via Cape Horn about 25-27 November with cargo

rubber for transshipment to Germany. One of German ships at
0 Kobe believed preparing to sail for Europe carrying rubber

7 | and nationals about 1 December. Report has been received

8 shat Germans are planning to send ships to Europe monthly.

0 The Admiralty asks if Navy Department will cooperate as in

i |- the Odenwald case and intercept these vessels off Cape San
i | Roque. If so information will be available as at Bad Washn."

12 That 1s the British Admiralty detachment in Washington.

@

13 I replied to that dispatch the following day, 2 D_ecamber,
B and the dispatch reads:

¥ "U.S. not being at war dces not enjoy full belligerent

2 Q "NOLDNIHSYM "INYd ¥ QY

16 rights and Navy Department cannot be committed to interception
17 reZerenced vessels in specific locations. Your 010922.

T Odenwald made mistake of flying American flag and crew

1)

ebandoned ship thus becoming subject to boarding and salvage.
c0 | Such American men-o-war as may be in the vieinity can operate

s ¢nly under directives contained in WPL-52 and current opera-

| Q e ' Yion orders of Commander _'in Chief Atlantic based thereon."
F SO | Mr. Gearhart: Despite the assertion there that we

¢1ld not enjoy full belligerent rights because we were not

legally at war, what belligerent right were we not exercising?
asnefner

follows

. -




Shefner
fles LaChar
10:25 am :

('}

U

)

1

Il

S Q 'NOLONIHSY A 'INYd W QHYA

| I3

()

| | , 0153

by
 Witness Stark Questicns by: Mr., Gearhart

Admiral Stark: Th&t 1s one, the belligerent right of

| ]

i
|
|
/

Mr. Gearhart: Weren't we execising that whenever the

|
1
i.what 1s known as vis it and search.
l
b

. occasion arose?
|

Admirel Sturk: No, sir.

- — —— -

.y Gearhart: The reason why we were not exer sing it

- was 8lmply because the Germans were using submarines and it

T M .

was not practical to go aboeard submarines, 1sn't that correot?

Admiral Stark: Well, any vessel, - a ralder we likewise

- would have attacked, We 1laid out an area in which we tbld

them to keen out and if they came inte that we would attack

them;, that is, an Axis man-of-war.

Mr., Gearhart: Then by declaration we we» e alreédy eXar=-

olsing the right of search and would have exercised it if the

{

—

| ooccaslen arose becaulde we told them that we would, 1s that not

|

L gorreoct?

Admiral Stark: We told them we would attack. In this

| particular case of a merchant ship, we refused to intercept
f;her, The Odenﬁald CzBey - I do not know whether you reoall
ilt, 1t was in the press at the time, - was loaded with a very
1va1uable czrgo for Germany., She was flylng a flag, the Ameri-~
~can flag, and one of our orulsers in the South Atlantio became

abandoned the vessel and as I recall; - I am not sure, = prior

.}auspioloua of her and when the cruiser approached her the orew
|
|
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T,
'to that hdd dumped a good deal of the cargo, We took that

' vesse0 1into Puerto Rico, as I recall, and the subsequent action
l
- wilth regard to that vessel I think was predlcated on inter-

;national law. I have forzotten for the moment Just what hap-

‘pened to 1t,

| Mr. Gearhart: Well, on that one 0ccaslon that you point

— . — — e S

out we 4id exerclse the right of search, didn't we?

| Admiral Stark: But the vessel had been abandoned and she
Ewas flying, - she was operating under false colors, We did

' 80 aboard and put a orew aboard and teke her and bring her

h Mr. Gearhart: Yes. She was abandoned because they ex-

lpeoted shells from the Ameri~an contingent, didn't they?

]
L]

into port.

-

I
| .
| Mr. Gearhart: Wwell, of course, as a reasonable individual

l
]i

j Admiral Stark: I do not know.
l

you would expect that, you would accept that inference, wouldn't

?rou?

I
t Admiral Stark: Well, I don't know, I think i1f I had

[
|

L

been skipper of that vessel I might have hunt on until an

|
¥
:American visit and search party had come aboard, but she had

 mado the mistake of flying false colors and that put her open

to capture and she was captured after the orew had abandoned

”the vessel.

Mr, Ggarhrrtz_ Yes, Well, now, there 1s no use Quibbling.
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| _
i, We were prepared to do anything that was necessary to end

1
American Navy,

Admirsl Stark: No, 8ir. The orders to the Aperican Navy

':

- 1in certaln areas wae to insure the safety of communications and

' the delivery of the hundreds of millions of dollars worth of

—

material which were being sent to Britain under the terms of

- —— — e —— —— o=

the Lend-Lease. Congress having made the United States Tregsury
practically avallable to manufacture war material and to de-

- 1iver 1t, the Presldent took steps to insure the delivery of
l
i-lthat materlal so far as we could by esocorting, guarding and
';oovering our ships golng across to the Unlted Kingdom.

i

Mr. Gearhart: In insuring the delivery of American zoods

to England we were merely indirectly insuring the destruoction

'!of Hitlerlsm, were we not?

| Admiral Stark: That 1s correct.

Mr. Gearhart: A4nd that was our objective.

?‘ Admiral Stark: Thet was the objJeztive of the Lend-Lease

7flaw, as I understand 1t,

!

| Mr, Gearhart: And there was no limit upon your belliger-

Admiral Stark: Our areas were limited, I gave them to

|
! you yesterday. They show what they were, For example, we

were not sending anythipg into the Medlterranean to fight
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)

- Italy allied with Germany, nor were we going outside of what

{ I believe the President defined as our.waters. It was nct all-
|

¢ | my mind, inside those limits,

out, It was limited, but it was effective and it was war, o

|
; ;E Mr. Gearhart: Yes, but not considering what you were

7 E not dolng but considering what you were doing, the things

|

8 ; that the American Navy was doing was var, wasn't 1t?

2+ Admiral Sturk: Yes, sir., As I ssaid Yesterday, when yéu

3 5 are shootling at the other fellow and he is ehoqfiﬁéaafiyg&?t

] i 1t to all intents and purposes 1s war,,ovén.thouéh ;f?ai;ﬁ.ij!'
- | : | : . & My A ¢ 'y s v F X1 1 r
& lgstrioted nature. We were not, for example, flying planoé'over

Lyl Germany .

g Mr. Gearhart: Now, to quote from Preaident Roosevelt'e

' 1nepliring epeech of Ooctober 27, 1941, he eays very bluntly

i
|

At fhhere in effeot that the objective of the United States military
17 iOperation upcn the high seas was to destroy Hitlerism, does

i he not, when he uses these words:

l "The forward march of Hitlerism ocan be stopped —-

and 1t willl be stopped and very 8lmply and very bluntly --

| we are pledged to put oyr own oar into the destruction

of Hitlerism,"

. .

That indicates very clearly what was in the mind of the

:Preaident on the 27th day of Ootober 1941, doesn't 1it?

- Admiral Stark: I think thers is no doubt about 1t and
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-

| I think there was no dwubt about it before thet. His speech

::1n early September was likewlse very olear.

;i Mr. Gearhart: In another part of his spesach he mays:

: "Meny American owned merchant ships have been sunk

]1 on the high seas. One American destiroyer was attasked

| on September 4th. Another destroyer was attacked and hit

on October 17th, Eleven brave and loyal Amerisan men of
our Navy were killed by the Nazis."

f That shows that they were making war on us, too, doesn't

1te

| Admiral 3S% sark: Yes, 1t does. I am simply trying --

! Mr. Gearhart: I know, you are trying to point out the

. ' legalistic dirrerenooaa

{I Admlral Stark: Just the legal points. We had not gone

all-out, We were not basing planes in England to fly againnt

| Gormany. all those things that came into effect the minute war

| was legally declared. Legally we were, in our opinion, at war

on the high seas so far as guaranteelng the safe transit of

our vessels towards Ioceland and continental Surope, or the

United Kingdom would be better than continental Euronpe there.
Mr, Gearhart: Yes. Now, the activities of the Amerinan

| Navy that we have Just veferred to conetitute, do they not,

legally overt aots against the Axis?
| :
{

1 Admiral Stark: I should say we were both making overt
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| aots against each other. I was asked with regard fto that by,-

I have forgotten whioch Congressional committee, I was appear-

- . -
- — 11’-'?-“-“_—‘ e

| ing before a number of them regularly, - and I stated and 1%

ion 1t 414 n ot make much differsnce what we 4143 that Hitler

i
|
l will undoubtedly be in the record somewhere, that in my opilne
=3
;' had every reason, if he wanted to exer clee 1t so far as in-
s+ | ternational law wae ooncerned, to go %o war with us at any
o | time but that he would choose hils own time and 1t would be

1 ; a cold blooded declslon with him as to when that time would Dbe

E a2 ! most effective.
E 12 : Mr. Gearhart: Now, an overt act agalnal Germany in
; .3 ; 1941 constituted an overt act azalnst Japan in law, 414 1t -
% ] : not?
i i ﬁ Admiral Stark: No, &ir, not in my opinlon, We were not !
ﬂ 163 E at war with Japan, Japan was not at war with anybody except |
Vi T the Chinese, We were endeavoring, - that is, the Preéident |
'+ | and Mr. Hull were, in my opinion, ;nd I was close S0 them, - %
4] ¥ not to precipitate a war in the Pacifila.
, Mr. Gesrhart: Yes, but didn't 1t ever enter into your
f discuselons as a member of the War Council consisting of the
. 1 President, the three Secretaries and the two Chiefa of Staff,

didn't it ever entsr into your discussion as to whether or
net an overt act of a millitery nature agalnst Germany might

' oongtitute or alac constituted an overt act against the Japan~
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ese’
Admiral Stark: I do not reocall it. I had never thought
of 1t until you just asked the question.

Mr. Gearhart: Well.rlet me direct ycur attention to

-
-—

page 84 1n Peaoce and War., I will read you a paragraphg
j "On September 27, 1940 Germany, Italy and Japan
3 signed a far reaching treaty of alllance. In that treaty
0 | it was provided that Japan recognized and respeoted the
: leadership of Germany and Italy in the establishment of
gL a new order in Europe: that Germany and Italy recognized

[ 4 X and respected the leadershlp of Japan in the establlsh-

-
»
=
-
-
2
*
3
C

ment of a new order in Greater Aslai and that the three

ocountries would aseist one another with all political,

9 Q NOLONIHSYM

economic and military means whén one of the powers was

L attacked by a power not then involved in the European

L | var or in the Chinese-JaﬁanéBe_oonfliotu“

Now, it would appecr from thet, would i1t not, that Javan

' became obligated to attack the Unlted States under its agree-
{ ment with Germany and It:ly of September 27, 1940 upon the

- United Stutes attacklng Germany?

| Admirsl Stark: Yes, I think that 1s correot, although
| % * ' ;
I believe that the State Dspartment might testify to thef act
?.that Japan 1n the last analysle wculd make her own decision

a8 to carrying out that provision and she would or would not,




>
>
x
0
>
v
3=
c
r
<
-,
¥
X
4
A
Y
C
-
)
p

(i

8

.

1 (

6160

Witness Stark Guestions by: Mr. Gearhart

according to_whothar or not 1t would be useful to her.
| Mr. Gearhart: Well, do you agree with thie conolusion
Efwhioh 18 drawn by the writer of this book, evidently with
- the approval of the Seoretary of State of that day:
?. "The last of these provisions obviously was aimed
| directly at the United States."
| Admiral Stark: Yes, I think that may be correct, sir.
F I think that they had us in mind.
E Mr, Gearhart: Then 1t was the belilef of the State De~
; partment and possibly of the War Counoil that Germany, Italy
é!and Japan had in mind belligerent actionbn the part of the
;?United States &t the time they entered into that agreement?
{ Admiral Stark: I think so, as a possibility of it. I
' might add that for a long period our diplomatio effort was to
i'pry Japan logse from that Axis setup or tripartlite agreement.
' Mr. Gearhart: Well, you were familicr with the inter-

cepts, in one of whioh. the Japanese in Washington, or, r:ther,

| in Tokyo informed Berlin of their'steadrast adherence to the

. tripartite agreements?

Admiral Stark: Yes, sir,
Mr. Gearhart: So far as anything that has ever been ac-

' quired along the line through any of the intercepts or through

' any of the 4iscussions with the Japanese Ambassadors no Pro-

;gresa wae made towarde separating the Japanesse from their Axis

cE—

e e - & . e - o — - —
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- obligations.

9 | Admiral Stark: No, sir, we didn't getto £irat base on

Y Mr. Gearhart: Yes. And thé interceptis told you all of

+ ! the time that we were negotiating with them that the Japanese
7 i.were adhering strictly to their Axis obligutions?
8 l Adriral Sterk: I believe there was one intercept show-

| |

o | ing Germany's dissatisfactlon with the fact that Japan was

i'not doing more, at least one,
| .
{ . Mr. Gearhart: Well, I won't take the time.

12 il The Chairman; The chair understands the Congreseman 1s

14 i through.

14 | Mr, Geerhert: I will announce to the chairman when I
[

D 4 'NOLONIHSYM "TNivd N QuyM

15 1\ am through. _

16 ;: The Chairman: Well, you s8ald you would not take time,
T Mr. Gearhart: I would not take time to look up that
s | 1ntercept because it 1is already in evidencs.

to | Now, getting back to the meetlng of the War Cpuncll of

v | November 25th, 194l. Now, according to the Army report there

are three different kinds of informal organizations which

- e —— B

have been referred to colloquially as the "ar Cpuncll.

Admiral Sterk: Yes, sir. I was originally a little

Eoonfused as to Just which one they referred, I belleve at

>4 | one tlme Mr. Hull referrsed to his meetlnga with the Secretary
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of War and Seoretary of State as a ‘ar Council -- or Secore-

tary Stimson referred to it, but I do understand when you re-

fer to 1t you mean the metingzs of the Secretaries and the

Chiefs of Staff with the rresident.

‘s

Mr. Gearhart: That 1s right.

Admiral St.rk: Yes, sgir,

W — i — e A A ——— . — i

Mr. Gearhart: Now, there was a meeting in the morning

0 | of the smaller Yar Qouncil, the three Seoretaries, in which

1

Mr. Hull explained to them what he was trying to do with the

|
|
+
|
|
.'

A2 Japanese. According to the Army report he explained definite-

‘2 | 1y the thmee montha truce agreement and which has been re-

i
fferred to as %he modus vivendi.

I
|
i

]
-
T e — . — e . e S - S, el i N Bt e e, W L i e i T e ]

1 Admiral Siark: Yes, sir,

—

10} ;i Mr, Gearhart: And at that meeting Mr. Hull expressed

- N - 'HOLQ{JIHS‘UM AINYd O JdHY M

- 1 ?%doubt a8 to whether or not he would present it. To quote
¥ ;iSooretary Stimson:

"Hull showed me the proposal for a three months
| truce which he was going to lay before the Japanese to-
| day or tomorrow," - which 1s on the 25th that this 1s.
. ] "It adequately s afeguarded all ou::"* interests I thought

and secured 1t but I 3414 not think that therse was any

chance of the Japanese accepting 1t because it was so

drastic, "

Quotinz furthers:

i

T
®
|
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"We are an hour and a half with Hyll and then I

-

went back to the Department and I got ahold of Marshall "
Now, that indicates quite Olearly and it is the conolu-
' slon of the writers of the Army reports that the Seoretary
| of War was very much concerned over the developing situation
and very much worried as to what the result was to be.
Now, 1in the afterncon or, r«ther, at hizh noon there

wae a meeting of the full War Counoil, 80-0called, at the White
IHouaeu You were there, were you not?

Admiral Stark: I was, yes, sir,

Mr., Gearhart: You met at 12 and those present were Hull,

Knox, Mearshall, Stimson and yourself,

Admiral Stark: That is right, yes, sir,

Mr. Gearhart: Now, did Seoretary Stimson bring ﬁp the

subject of the kind of an answer that Secretary Hull was

| contemplating delivering to Mr. Nomura the next day?
Admiral Stark: I do not recall. I do not remember Just

{what ocourred et that meeting. We unques técnably got together

'to go over the situation and I assume that it was discussed
|
from all angles, but Just what these discussions were I have

been unable to recall.,

Mr. Gearhart: Do you remember whether or not Mr. Hull

‘eaid anything about being in doubt es to whether he would

TBerve the three menths truce statement or whether op not he
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| would serve another one on them or whether or not he would
EJust do nothing at all?

| .
Admiral Sterk: I do not remember. I think perhaps the

;beat blt of evidence we have as to ~hat Mr. Hull was think-

q ;ling of at that time is contained in, I think, a memorandum of
7 I the 27th when he mentioned, as I reoall 4in effect, that on

B

about the 25th, as early as the 25th he was considering

{)

|
!
i abandoning the modus vivendl and on the 26th he d1d abanion

1 i1t.

You recall the paper to which I refer, in which he was

|
l
|
|
|

!disoueaing the matter with one of the forelgn diplomats. I

1.3

'have that paper, 1t 1s short, and I think thet gives his

|
|
: viewpoint very oclearly.

|
L ]
i
1
¥

15 || Mr. Gearhart: I am more interested in your memory of

'

D O 'NOLONIHILGYA INYd ¥ Qv

16 ﬂthat proceeding than I am in any other witness who 18 not on

'7 | the stand. I am talking to you about that.

Admliral Stark: Yes, I do not recall it.

l .
19 ] Mr., %earhart: Well, we en't you very, very much disturbéd

4

by the prograss of that conference and wasn't Ceneral Marshall

-

. very much disturbed by the progress of that conference in the
thinzs that were said and the thinzs that were being planned
by Mr. Hull?

S i —— e T
-

} Admiral Stark: We were disturbed because we thought

||
:things were headinz up so fast towards s ghow=down, if you

|
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2 ;-111. and we wanted more time and 1t began to look as though

4 || W6 were not going to get 1t.

4 || I am sure with regard to the modus vivendi, - I do not

|

|
5 | know whether this thought has orossed your mind or not, If

¢ || ¥you read the modus vivendi in 1tself 1t is nothing like so

7 drastic as the so-called ten peint note which he handed to

8 | the Japs on the 26th, but 1t is 0y understanding that the ten
{

“ llpointe mentioned in the note on the 26th were the pointe
|

't |which were goling to bs taken Up; perhaps one at a time, under

i) the modus vivendi and that the modus vivendi would provide a

12 ;;period of some weeks or three months to disouss these par-

17 || tiouler polnts and that then thé modus vivendi wae thrown over-
I .;board and the points with which you are all famiiiar were

15 handed to the Japanese.

o O NOLONIHSYM "TNYd B GaY M

b0 L7} Mr. Gearhart: It has been stated that the modus vivendi

was abandoned because Chiang Kai-shek vigorously objected to

15 |l 4, Was aly mentlon made of Chiang Kai-shek's attitude

¥ || towards the modus vivendl in that meeting of the 25th?

!

20 | Admiral Stark: I do not recall that it was. I have an
!extremely clear reeolleotion of Mr. Hull telling me how he
| +

22 ;tolt about the modus vivendi separate from that meeting of the

24 | Mr, Gearhart: Did you hear Mr, Stimsen Bay at that meet

25 ing anything about whether he approved the three'months truoce,

P L
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- the modus vivendi, or not?
Admirgl Stark: I haﬁe trled to reconstruct that meeting
éiand what was said.

E’ Mr, Gearhart: I am trying to help you reconstruct it
| :

Admiral Stark: No, I do not recall., I remember the

?tenae atmosphere and the diaousqiona in general of the period,

,;tlme we have tried to reconstruct it for gbout three hours
|
We Just ocannot do it. That 18 around the 25th, 26th and 27th.

|
'But as to what actually transpired at that meeting and what

Mr. Hull m¢y have sald and Mr. Stimson may have said, I have

'been unable to recall.

|
I Mr. Gearhart: But you do remember that the Japanese

' dead 1line intercept, whioh.aaid that after the dead line hsd

i

Ipaaﬂed things were goilng to automatiocally begin to happen,

'that was discussed; you remember that, don't you?

|

Admirgl Stark; I remember thé message, I remember the

tdespatch very clearly and whether at that partioular time 1t
was read or discussed I could not say. It very well may have

been, probably was, but I do not resall the discussions at thst

 meeting.

PR N e

—
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2 ; Mr, Gearhart: You heard the President say in the course &
. 3 of that meeting, in substance or in effect, that we were 1
P likely to be attacked, perhaps as soon a8, perhaps next Mone é
s | aay? |
g Admiral Stark: Yes, I recall that, I believe that -- I |

7 || am not sure; I think I put that down in one of my letters, *

8 ItWhat I wrote and in whioch my statement abounds are faotual,

9 ||written at the time, but I do not recall the conversation at

o]
1€ i that time., Of ocourse, it covered the seriousness of the sit-

Sledy A

‘uation. !'That was what the meeting was called for.

|
' ’
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Mr. Gearhart: Do you remember that the President saild
that the Japanese were notorious for making an attack without
wvarning and that the question was what should be done about 1t? |

"Admiral Stark: I assume he did. We at one time bef'ore
had alreedy mentioned that ourselves. Now the one thing that
I do remember -- and I do not know that it is necessary to
recd again -~ is my postscript to my letter of the 25th in
vhich you will recall that I held up a letter for a day
recause of that meeting. I will read it again if you like.
It is on the record. That is wvhat I do remember.

Mr. Gearhart: How long i1s it, Admiral Stark?

Admiral Stark: It is short.

Mr. Gearhart: Read it in again. It will mske it
gasier to follow.

Admiral Stark: "I held this up pending a meeting with

. the President and Mr. Hull today. I have been in constant

touch with Mr. Hull and it was only after a long talk with

- nim that I sent the message to you a day or two ago showing

the gravity of the situation. He confirmed it all in today's

meeting, as did the President. Neither would be surprised

'+ on the Philippines would be the most embarrassing thing

that could happen to us. There are some here who think 1t

l1ikely to occur. I do not give 1t the weight others do, but

aztr—-
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i included it because of the strong -feeling among some

;
|
*?

feople. You know I have generally held that it was not time {
{

' Tor the Japanese to proceed against Russia. I still do. )

£1so I still rather look for an advance into Thailand, Indo-

China, Burma Road area as most likely."

il
Then I went on to state I did not know what we would

A<, and the rest of the paragraph was meant to be prepared

/s
o Tor anything.
Mr. Gearhart: This being surprised or not being surprised

I (

reminds me of "on again off again Finnegan". Why 1is this

assertion made one moment that the President was surprised 1
énd the assertion made the next moment that he was not sur-
| urised?

15 Admiral Stark: I might say in regard to surprise, )

<9 Q 'NOLONIHSYM "Invyd © d™Y A

» was inf'erring last night, in regard to surprise and war varn-

17 || ing, to get down to some simple statement which might show

.~ || my feeling about it. Fop example, one takes a step or steps

i« | 2t times to avoid being hurt, even though he does not really

« 0

a@xpect to be hurt or he may regard it only as a possibility.

| Now with the war warning our feeling was, except for

; aking the offensive, that the officers to whom that message

;. ¥as addressed would practically assume we were at wvar, so
far as taking measures against surprise was concerned. I

believe had we not been attacked at that time -- and I am
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a3suming this and you can verify it because T may be wrong --
but had wve not been attacked at that time but had Japan
declared war against us » Ve would have started reconnaissance
and those other measures in the outlying stations to guard
against surprise.

I assumed whenw stated the imminence of war that those
iieasures would be put into effect.

For example, I doubt if anybody in Washington, or perhaps
enybody in the Hawaillan area, in Oahu, Pearl Harbor, would
have expected an attack in late 1944 or 1945 when we were
:znocking at the gates of Japan, nevertheless I dare say they

were taking continuous 24-hour effective measures against

Mr. Garhart: Well, to come back to the meeting of
the 25th, the War Council --

Admiral Stark: Yes, sir.

Mr. Gearhart: Don't you have an impression now that
you left that meeting disturbed by what Secretary Hull said
he contemplated handing to the Japanese the next day?

Admiral Stark: I was distur<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>