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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/O POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATICH HO. (USSBS 138) Place: Tokyo
NAV NO, 33 Date: 2O October 1945

Division of Orisin: Naval Anelysis Division.

subject: 3Battle of GUADALCANAL, 12-14 November 1942,
Battle of MIDWAY, 4-5 June, 1942.
S=ttle of VILLA STaNMORE, 6 March, 1943.

Personnel interro,.ated and backoround of each:

T0LUNO, Hiroshi, Lt. Comcér., IJN, was Assistant Gunnery Officer on the

Bottleship KIZISHEINMA from the bezinning of the war until it wes sunk st

GUAZALCOALAL, 14 November, 1942. Subsequently he ws= Gunnery Officer on
the (DD) MINEGUMO which was sunk off VILLA in nisht action on 6 Mareh
1923, Later he wee Executive Officer of the MILLE Garrison,

Where interviewed; MEIJI Buildinz. Room 749,
Interrogstot: Captain C. Shands, USH,
Interpreter: ILt. (3j~) R. P. Erown, USHR,

Allicd Officers Present: None.
SUMMARY

The HIEI (F) and the KIRISHIMa (BBs) vith destroyers depsrted TRUK to
bombard the U.S. airfield on GUADATCANAL on 12-14 llovember, 1942 as support
for the leondin-~ opers=tions. Just beforc reechins the firins positinn, U.S.
Cruisers noen~d fire on the HIEI, Badly dema-in~ it. Course wes roversad and
the J=2p Tock Force less HIEBI retired. EIEI remsined in the ~cnersl sres= =nd
sank the next nizht. On the nisht of 14 November the KIRISHIMA roturned to
GUADALCAFAL Ares. Durin~ the sppro=ch it enraged the SOUTH DaXOTA but wee in
turn engssed by the VASEINGTON which dema. ed the- 8te~ring cear, c2usings the
KIRISEI~ to turn in circles while bein:t subjected to U.S., fire. A4about two
hours after the b-ottle commenced, the.XIRISHIIM wes scuttled and sank. The
successful destruction ofthe heavy bombsricdment sroup prevented the nisht
bombardment of HEDERSOK Field whick permitted the U.S. aircraft the next. day

t0 attack and disperse the Traneport Force destined for the recapture of
G'U.:‘.DAL C.:L....:LL .

-

Lo bomb kits on KIRISHIMA orp HARUNA =t MIDVAY, 6 June 1942. The DD's
MINBEGUJC »né MURASAMT  sunk in night action neer KOLOMBANGARA 6 March 1943,
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\ TRANSCRIPT
(BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL)

Transcript of Interrogetion (Lieut. Comdr. TOKUNO, Hiroshi, IJNp
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Where you present a2t the Battle of GUADALCANAL, 12-14 N,vember 19427

Yes, I was the Assistant Gunnery Officer of the KIRISHIMA (BB). I was in
charge of anti-aircraft weapons and small guns. My station was in the mast.

What ships were precsent?

2 (BB), KIRISHIMA snd HIEI from the 1lth Squadron.
1 (CL), WATORI class
11(DD), Class unknown.

What ships were sunk?

The alizl was bzdly dameged on the night of the 13th and sank the next day.

-r'—""- N

The KiiTonada (CA) and the aYaWlaMl (DD) from annther force were 2lso sunk.
The nl.ISHINa (55) was lost the night of the l4th.

. What wee the misszion bf vouri forch?

We had plannedte vomberd the =2irfield on GUADALCANAL while trensports un-
loaded nmilitary personnel.

Did you znow th=t 2 sm=1ll portion of the American Fleet wes in thet =rea?

~Yes, we knew it, but did not think that it w=s strong enouch to fight us.

How did y»u appro=ch the b=attle ares?

We opprosched TUADALCANAL from the north, then went southwest post the tip
of SA.TA ISaBEL ISLAUD tn SAVO ISLALD, pageing to the guth of SAVD towards
T DT

GUADaLlabnl, The EIZI w=s leading with the XIRISHIMa 1500 meters sstern in
eolnmn,

Give me = descrivtion of the sction during the first night hattle on the 12th,

It w=s our plan t2 stesm southwest to = firing position on the =irfield, then
reverse course =nd retire. While stceming southwest, the battlc commenced.

The HIBL ond KIKISHIMA beth turned tc the left to reverse course. The HINI

in the le=d, was being hit and did not turn =2s fast =2s thc KIRISHIMA. Although
they were supposed to be in column, the KIRISHIMA was on the port quarter of

the HRIEI, then later shead of it. I d» not know how many times the HIEI was
hit, but the KIRISHIMA we2g hit only once 211 night. That was by 2 15cm shell,

There were many s2lvos 2nd many near misses sround both b=ttleships. about
450 men were lost on the HIZEI.

Dic you have radar st thot time?
We did not heove radar fire control. Fire contrnl was visusl only, unless

we received =2id fr~m =2irplsnes. I think that one cruiser had rader seerch
control, pbut it waes not very relisble.

. Do you know if the HIEI bombarded the =irficld before it sonkh

I &0 not think so. It wes very badly domag>d =2nd could not steer. I heard
thot it sank the next night =fter air attack during the day.

During your approach were ynu sttacked by airpleanes?

No. The HIZI sichted twen planes but they were so far sway that we could nnt
see then,

. While you retired nn the day sfter the EIEI wee sunk, were you attacked by

2irpl=enes?

Nﬁ. wa were nevey sttackeAd hv of rnlg:nag‘during the entire time wo were near
GUADALCATAL,
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Trenscript of Interrogation (Lieut. Comdr. TOXUNO, Hireshi, IJN)
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Give mca dcescription of the battle the night of the l4th.

The KIRISHIMA was again proceeding towards GUADALCANAL to support the trans-
port lamdingz by shelling the airfield. Our speed was about 28-20 knots, One
of our destroyers turned its search light on the SOUTH DAKOTA gnd we opencd
fire. We think we hit the SOUTH DAKOTA many times, inflicting much damage.
We received about 9 — 16" hits 2nd about 40 —~ 5" hits. We didn't think that
the SOUTH DALOTA hit us at any time. However a second battleship was firing
upon us. Wo couldn't see it becausec of the glare from the destroyers searche
lights, [receusco e were hitting the SOUTH DAKOTA snd couldn't see the second
battle ship, we did not shift fire. Two heavy cruisers were with us 2nd were
hit but not damaged bedly. They were of the TAKAO class.

Did the EIRISHIMA sink as a result of the sunfire?

, Yo. Shortly =fter the American ships opened fire the steering gear of the

ZIldHdibva wae so dodiy doraged that we were unsble to steer or repair it.

We kemnt turnine in o cireie tal counldn't get awer. VWe slowed down te try to
steer with the erngines hHuat 14 wr2 no use. Our engines were not bedly damaged,
but wa were rece.vrng rmany rnits Trom the WASHINGION, Then the Captain decided
that since wo cculdn'i sterr and the engines were dameged thet it would be
better to scuttle the ship. He then gave the order to open the Kingston Valves,

How long did the ship remain aflost after receiving the first hit?

It took about two and one-h=1lf hours to sinlz, Destroyers came alongside and
taolz off about one—~querter of the men. The rest of the men Jumped over the

side and were later picked up by destroyers. We had 2bout 1400 men on board
and lost 2bout 250. I stepned from the KIRISHIMA to e destroyer and did net
even get wet.,

Was the KIRISHIMA ever hit by torpedos?

No,

How do rou know that the ship w2s not sunk by shell firef

I heard the Captein give the order toscuttle the ship. Later, on the destroyer,

one of the engineers told me that they had opened the Kingston Valves. The

Captein was a2lso informed thet the valves had been opened before he transferred
to a destroyer.,

While wou were retiring on the destroyers, were you attacked by =irvlenee?

While we were on the way beck to TRUK one destroyer was sttacked by two dive
bombers, put dld not receive any damage,

Was any d-mage inflicted upon the Transport Force?

I do not know, Ve were operating in seper=te forces.

Do you know if you damsged any of the American ships?

We thought thot we had bodly damaced or sunk the SOUTH DAKOTA.

Did the loss of your ships in this action effect the plans for your SCLOMON
Campaign.

It effected it to= certein extent, but not too much., It was decided not to
try to recspture GUADALCANAL, About a month later it was degcided to use

destroyers to take Japanese tooigg ggi of GUADALCANAL,




4

BATTLE OF MIDWAY 4-5 June 1942

Transeript »f Interrogetion(Lieut. Comdr. TOKUNO, Hiroshi, IJN)
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Werc you present =t the Battle of MIDWAY, 4-5 June 19427

Yes, I wes Assistent Gunnery Officer on the Battleship XIIIS4IMa, I wsas
stetionod in the mest in charze of all anti-sircraft weapons and sm2ll guns,

The BA . Ula (BB) was with us in formstion. Also four sirer=ft carriers and
snme destroyoers.

Wag thoe KIAISHIMA dsmaged in thet bottle?

No, nn hits on either the KIAISEIMA or HARUNA. One dive bomber attacked the
BlalSallla and splashed wsater nn the stern, out no demesce, EHish horizontsl

bombers dropped bombs about 100 meters from HARUNA, but no dam=;e.  We were

in formation. Dive bombers attacked cerriers snd inflicted much damege.,

Were you =ttacked by torpods plenes?

Torpedo plancs sttacked csrriecrs in the morning, but not us. The Plenes did
not et very clnse, We &id nnt like dive bombers., Bacsuso they ceme in such
high an«le, they wero very herd to fire 2t. We c-11d doire torpedoes =and
norizontal onmbers.

VILLA-STAITMOXE 6 March 1943

Were y~u 2n the drstroyer MINEGUMO ot KOLOMBANGARA ~n 6 March 194737

Yes I wos Gunnery Officer when it wes sunk thers. The MUKASAME (DD) wae .-
sunk =2t the same tine,

¢

Whot was the missi-n?

We had 1loft BUIJ in the lete afternoon, vpassed botween VELLA LAVEILA snd
KOLOVbal Gatls ISIADS up to VILLA where we unloaded sunmlies, no tronops.

How were you sunk?

after leavin~ VILLA, it wes very dark. We were stcamins to the nnrth when
sbout eicht Ameriean ships commencad firine =t us., We thoucht thet they
were cruisers. We had nnt seen them befnre they commenced firins. We were
hit so giickly that we were only sble to fire s few shots. I do nnt think
we ait. Dboth the HITZSGUMO onéd the MURASAME sank very quickly. Only 49
pcople seved. It took us seven rours to swim ashore.
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