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THE TRAVELS OF MINGLIAOTSE (Cont'd)
By T'u Lunc

Rendered into English by LIN YUT'ANG

(Concluded)

“No,” replies Mingliaotse. *“I have felt sad from ths
sense of the instability of life, and I have come to an awaken-
ing from this feeling of sadness. King Ching of Ch'i feared
that his power and glory were temporary and wanted to enjoy
them for ever and exhaust the happiness of human life. On
the contrary, I feel the instability of wealth and power and
wish to keep them at a distance, in order to run my normal
course of life. Our aims are different.”

“Have you already attained the Tao, then?”

“No, I have not attained the Tao. I am only one who
loves it,”’ replies Mingliaotse,

“Why do you wander about, if you love the Tao?”

“QOh, no, do not confuse my wanderings with the Tao.”
replies Mingliaotse. “I was merely tired of the restrictions
of the official life and the bother of worldly affairs, and I am
travelling merely to free myself from them. As for winding
up the ‘great business of life’ [in the attempt of attaining the
Tao], I shall have to wait until I return and shut myself up.”

“Are you happy, going about with a gourd and a eassock
and begging and singing for your living?”

“T have heard from my teacher,” replies Mingliaotse, “that
the art of attaining happiness consists in keeping your plea-
sures mild. When people come to a feast where lambs and
calves are killed and all the delicacies that come from land and
sea are laid out on the table, they all enjoy them at first, but
when they come to the point of satiety, they begin to feel a
sense of repulsion. Much better are meals of plain rice and
green vegetables, which are mild and simple and good for one’s
health and which will be found to have a lasting flavour, after
one gets used to them. People also enjoy themselves at first
in parties where there are beautiful women and charming
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boys, where some beat the drum and others play the sheng’
and a lot of things are going on in the hall. But after the
mood is past, one gets, on the contrary, a sense of sadness. It
is much better to light incense and open your book and sit
quietly and leisurely, maintaining a calm of spirit, and the
charm deepens as you go along. Although I was at one time
of my life an official, I had no property or wealth outside a
few volumes of books. At first I travelled with these books.
but fearing that they might be the cause of envy on the part
of the water spirits, I threw them into the water. And now
I haven’t got a thing outside this body. Does not, then, the
charm of life remain for me long and lasting, when my burdens
are gone, my surroundings are quiet, my body is free and my
heart is leisurely? With a cassock and a gourd, I go wherever
1 like, stay wherever I choose and take whatever 1 get. Stay-
ing at a place, I do not inquire after its owner, and going away,
I do not leave my name. I do not feel ill at ease when I am
left in the cold, and do not become contaminated when I am
in noisy company. Therefore, the purpose of my wanderings
is also to learn the Tao.”

Having heard this, his friend says with a happy smile,
“Your words make me feel like having taken a dose of cooling
medicine. The disturbing fever has left my body without my
knowing it.,”

[Here follows a discussion on the identity of the Three
Religions and the existence of God and Buddha and faries
and ghosts.]

After a while a young man comes along and, pointing his
finger at Mingliaotse, shouts, “Get away from here, you
beggar! A Taoist ought to go away quietly when he receives
his food. If you keep on babbling nonsense, I must regard
you as a sorcerer and prosecute you at court.” The young
man rolls up his sleeve as if to sirike at Mingliaotse, but the
latter merely smiles without making a reply. The quarrel is
settled by some passer-by.

Mingliaotse goes away singing his songs. At night he
stops at an inn, and there is a very well-dressed woman of
fascinating appearance peeping in at the door. Gradually she
approaches and begins slyly to tease him., Mingliaotse thinks
to himself that she must be an evil spirit, and remains sitting
alone. “I am a fairy,” says the woman, “and I have come to

1An ancient Chinese musical instrument consisting of many vipes
of different length.—T',
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save you because I know that you have been trying very hard
to learn the Tao. Besides, I had an appointment with you
in the previous incarnation. Please don’t doubt me. I will
accompany you to the Enchanted Land.” Mingliaotse remem-
bers that when Lii Ch'engtse was learning the Tao at Ching-
shan Hill, he was once thus deceived by a temptress and finally
enslaved by an evil spirit. He lost his left eye, and died with-
out being able to attain the Tao. Even the Classics regard
the failure of Lit Ch’engtse as due to his lack of complete con-
trol of his mind and to the existence of evil desires. It is
natural that, when ghosts and fox spirits tempt people, they
destroy their life, and they should therefore be avoided. But
even if sages and saints should make a mistake and be thus
deceived, it would be a wrong way to control their mind and
preserve their spirit. So he sits austerely as before and the
woman all of a sudden disappears. Who can know whether
she was a ghost or a fox spirit or a temptress?

Thus for three years Mingliaotse continues in his travels,
wandering almost over the entire world. Everything that he
sees with his eyes or hears with his ears, or touches with his
body, and all the different situations and meetings, are thus
used for the benefit of training his mind. And so such
vagabond travel is not entirely without its benefits.

He then returns and builds himself a hut in the hills of
Szeming and never leaves it again.

[The End]
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