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HALF A TON OF DYNAMITE
BY MARTIN SWAYNE

On a pleasant summer’s evening Mr. and
Mbrs, Levison® were seated in a corner of their
Immense drawing-room,® listening to the
Strains of a cabinet gramophone,® For the
fivet time for some weeks' the Levizons found
they had an evening to themselves,® and
they determined to spend it® in a simple
and homely manner. Mrs. Levison rested
I uegligent attitude’ on a couch, while
her hushand, clad in® a purple, quilted gmok-
Ing-jacket, with a large cigar in his mouth,
reclined in an arm-chair, smoothing his sleek,

black hair with one hand and heating time to
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the musie with the other,! Iliz feet rested

upon the back of another chair.

Mr. Levison was one of those simple and
unassuming men who, from the moment they
hegin to think,® concentrate all their faculties
on? the aequisition of money.* His success
had been slow, but steady,® and each passing
vear® saw him rising higher on the steep
way’ that, in his opinion, was the only way
of life. DBut although he was successful, Mr.
Levison remained a° simple and unassuming
man, timid in manner’ to those whom he
fancied were his betters,’ and easy and natural

to his inferiors.
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“My dear,” he remarked to his wife,
reiwoving his cigar from his lips, **it is very
nice to have a quiet evening together.”’

It iz, my love.”” replied his wife, with
a contented sigh.?

The gramophoue musie ceased, and a
corgeous footman, who had Leen standing in
the distance,® advanced and stopped the
machinery.

" Edward,”” said Mrs, Levizon, ‘‘go up-
stairs to the nurseries and get the report of
the night nurse.”’

He Yes, adain.®”

The footman withdrew, and Mr. Levison
loosened the buttons of Lis white evening
waistcoat;* the Levisons were in the habit
off dining late and their chef¢ had excelled
himsclf? that evening.
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Mr. Levison v.ew a cloud of fragrant blue
smoke towards the carved ceiling, and his
eyes began to wander round the room.! He
was justly proud of* the apartment. It was
one of the largest drawing-rooms in London,
and it was hung with a vast number® of
valuable pictures. In an alcove, soltly il-
luminated by concealed lights,* stood the
Levizon collection of china,® gparkling with a
thousand radiant hues,® Charming examples
of sculpture stood about,” supported on marble
columns. The furniture was not crowded,
but each article was exquisite, for Mr. Levison
was sufficiently a connoisseur to know® when
a thing was genuine, and what its price should
be. Althougﬁ the Levisons had only taken

1. Wander (won'd®r) round the room, P4 & = wh. 2.
Justly proud of, & # 5 &. 3. Vast (vast) number, & £ (X
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the mansion a year ago, it was already stored
with? treasures of art, from attic to cellar.

The footman entered the room from a
distant door and crossed the wide floor with
noiseless tread.®

** Master David is asleep, Master Samuel
is asleep, and Miss Miriam 13 asleep,” he
announced.

Mrs, Levison nodded contentedly.

“Thank you, Edward; you can go,”” said
Mrs. Levison, waving her hand; “*we do not
wish to be disturbed® now.”

“Very good, madam.”’

The footman cast a glance round the
room, to see that everything was in order,
and then departed. Mrs. Levison settled
herself* more comfortably, and prepared to
eo to gleep.  Ter husband readjusted his feet

1. Stored with, 6 8 2. Noiscless treanl (tred;. 81 45 #8
G2 Bk 3. To be disturbed (dis-tiwbd’), A B IR; 88 To
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at a still higher angle at the back of the chair,
and gave himself up to* those deep and calm
trains of thought whose outcome showed them-
selves as shattering cataclysms® in the world
of finance.? The long, gold-coloured curtains
before the open windows stirred softly in the
evening breeze.* The mwmur of London
penetrated musically into theroom. A quaint
clock on a writing-table near by’ ticked® a
gentle and soothing rhythm, and soon Mrs,
Levigon’s breathing told that she was in the

world of dreams.®

A quarter to ten chimed softly® from the
clock on the writing-table, followed at inter-
vals’ by chimes that came from all parts of the
great apartment. Mr. Levison stirred himself*

o — — —
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and once more began to let his eyves wander
round the room of which he was 20 justly
proud. He noted his Velazquez! and his
Tintoret;* he dwelt lovingly on his little
cabinet of Empire miniatures;® he doted on
the marble Pandora,® and had turned his
head a little to enjoy the Vandyke,* when he
noticed a man seated on a couch half way
down the room.*

Mr. Levizon started =lightly.

The stranger was in evening dress, and
even from that distance he looked® a distin-
guished figure. He was carezsing a long black
moustache, and looking with interest® at the
wonderful collection of china opposite him.
Mr. Levigon removed his feet from the back
of the chair, and =at up.’ lle felt a little

| — - - e e v -
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agitated,® Was it possible that he had
been asleep and that the visitor had been
announced unheard® by him? In questions of
social duties,® Mr. Levizon was always a little
agitated. The sight of* the distinguished
stranger, =itting alone and unheeded, made
him feel as if he were® guilty of a crime.

He hastily buttoned up his waisteoat and
adjuzted his evening tie. Then, with a
surreptitious movement,® he roused Mrs.
Levizon. When she realized what her hus-
band was trying to convey to her by violent
gestures,” she serambled into a sitting posi-
tion® and smoothed down the folds of her
elaborate yellow satin tea-gown that she had
put on for comfort.

“Who ean he he?” she whispered, in

some excitement.”

——— e
1. A little agitated (0j"-tde-Gd), BATH. 2. Annonnesd
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“T do not know, myv dear.” replied M.
Levison, nervously. ‘*He must have heen
announced when we were asleep. His face is
vaguely familiar,?”’

‘““So many people come to our dinners
whose names we scarcely know,*"’ said his
wife, plaintively. *‘‘But go and speak to him,
Joseph. Be very polits, and pretend you
know him. It iz always rude to ask a per
son’s name."’

Mr. Levison braced himself up® and
began his journey down the brilliantly-lighted

room. The stranger, on his approach,’ rose
and bowed in a foreign manner.

““Good evening,”® said Mr. Levison,
rubbing his hands, and bowing also.

“Good evening. 1 trust I do not disturb
you,’’ replied the stranger.

e
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““Tt is so kind of you! to come,” said
Mr. Levizon, nervously. He continued to
rub his hands.
The stranger, who was very tall, gaze
down at him with a pair of dark, inscrutabl
eves. He smiled slightly. |
“7T walked in,”” he =aid. ‘‘The doo
was open. Your butler is conversing with g
voung lady at the corner.®* The footmen ir
the hall are fast asleep.® So I walked up.
stairs.”
““Tut, tut!” exclaimed Mr. Levison; ‘I
am 0 sorry no one announced you!”

“Not at all.¥ You szee, I know the
house very well.”’

“0Of course! 7% exclaimed Mr. Levison.,
He was greatly embarrassed. Who could he
be? He ought to know hiz name. He made

1. So kind of yon, ; HE B MR (APLIL).
2. At the corner, £ 3 79. 3. Fast aslecp, A5 8 A £ 4. Nt
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a movement towardst his wife, and the
stranger accompanicd hitn,

“« £h—you kuow Mrs. Levison, of
course,’”’ murmured Mr. Levison, waving his
plump little hands vaguely. The stranger
bowed again, very deeply.®

“How d'ye do? ™™ aaid Mrs, Levison, in
her best manner, and then =ilence Iell on gl]
three.* Only the stranger scemed at ease’

‘T was just telling your hushaud that [
know this house very well,” he remarked, at
length.”

“Oh, ves,” exclaimed  Mrso Lovison,
rapidly. “Of cowrre. [ know you have been
often herc; such o pleasure; please sit down,
won’t you?”

The stranzcer bowed, but remained stand-
ing.

o W —
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““My name is Kromeski,”” he announced,

calmly.

“Oh, I know—yes, yes, of coursel
Prince Kromeski,!”” murmured the unhappy
Mrs. Levison, who was greatly agitated, and
quite at her wits’ end.

“Your Highness—began Mr. Levison,
spreading out his hands.

““No; not Prince Kromeski. Sunply
Kromeski.”

He bowed again. He was obviously
foreign. The Levisons bowed too. Who on
earth could he be?* Ilis manner was magnifi-
cent, although cold and distant.® IMis lean,
muscular frame was set off' to perfect advan-
tage® by his evening clothes. Iis composure
was almost startling. DMrs. Levison was too

e e— . =
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upset to notice* that he was waiting for her

to sit down.

“Will you take a little refreshment?”
inquired Mr. Levison, at length, in despair.?
““ Something, perhaps, to drink?”

““You are most kind and thoughtful,”
gsaid the stranger. Was it possible that there
was a sinister gleam® in his cyes? D
Levison, at any rate,* did not observe it.

“Some champagne?” he asked, timidly,

¢ Thank you. A little really good cham-
pagne, well iced,® would be very refreshing,”
was the singular reply.® Mr. Levison at
once’ hastened to the bell.®

““We keep some excellent brands,”’ he
exclaimed, obsequiously. The footman en-
tered. *‘‘Bring up a bottle of champagne from

— W W w— v ——— e i——
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bin number eighty-eight, and let it be iced,
Be quick!’’ he commanded.

The footman vanished.
““The weather is a little hot,” he con.
tinued, rubbing his hands. “‘One needs

refreshment.”’

‘““Quite so0,”’! said the slranger, He
looked round®the room. *‘ You have some
wonderful treasures here. The size of the
apartment shows them off to perfection.”®

“Yes,” said Mrs. Levison, who was
getting tired of' standing; ‘it is a large
room.”’

““The largest in London,’ said the
stranger. ‘‘ It took some planning,® I assure
you, to build it. Such a vast span® of orna-
mental eceiling, without central support, is

T S ——
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difficult to conastruct. At first' 1 thought 1
could not manage it."’

The Levisons stared at him in surprise,

““ You see,” said the stranger, with a
smile, T am the architect who designed this
house. ™

“Oh!"” exclaimed Mrs., Levison. They
looked at each other in surprize.

““ The architect!” said her husband, with
raised eyebrows.”

“Just faney!’” added Mrs. Levison,
sitting down at once. ‘‘How extraor-
dinary!”’

“What is extraordinary ?’’ asked

Kromeski.
““Your being only the architect,” she

said, resuming her attitude of complaceney!
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on the couch. ‘‘I thought you were some.
body quite different!”’

In the scheme of life whieh Mrz. Levison
had adopted, all people who followed a
definite profession® were treated coolly, for
they were the servants of gold. Her husband
—3 person of finer se nsibilities®—did not
hold quite the same views. He motioned
Kromeski to a seat.”

““ Dear, dear,” he said, in tones of relief,
““T didn’t know what to make of* you. So
you are the architect? Well, you didn't
malke a bad job of thig house.”

““Not bad,” =aid his wife, carelessly.
““ We should have preferred to build our

own house. But Joseph thought this would
do.”8

1. To follow a profession (pro-fesh'im), VL4t B 5 4 &
2. Tiner sensibilities (sin-si-DIVI-15), AE 4 MR B AR
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At this moment the butler, followed by
three footmen, entercl the room. They
formed up' at the door and advanced in g
little procession. Omne footman carried g
silver ice-pail, containing the bottle of
champagne; another, a tray on which wasa
glass; the third hore a table. The butler

superintended their mana@uvres.

Kromeski watched them with a curions

expression.”

“That is very good champagne,’’ observed
Myr. Levison, after the servants had left.
‘“ From bin eighty-eight.

““Yes,”” echoed his wife; ‘‘you buil
good cellars here. We have over twe

thousand pounds’ worth of wine stored i1
them.”’

1. Formed up, & 47. 2. Curious (kit'rietis) exprossion
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“That is true,”” said Mr. Levison, with

4 look of satisfaction.?

““The attics, too, are full of valuables,”
continued his wife, in a kind of chant:?
‘“ they contain the contents of two valuable
libraries which Joseph bought last month.?*’

““They are worth twenty thousand
pounds,’” echoed Mr. Levizon, rapidly; ““one-
fifth the value of this room."’

““Yes,” continued his wife, ‘‘Joseph
values the contents of thiz room at one
hundred thousand pounds.”

“And that is apart from® the china,
which, by itzelf, is worth ten thousand
pounds, at least.”’*

- They paused, a little breathless, and
looked at each other with an expression of
mutual satisfaction.

_. o e S -

1. Look of satiafaction (siit-1s-fik’shin), 3 2 8k 2. Chaw
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“And the whole house ?” asked
Kromeski. ‘‘What is that worth ? 7
“ Contents and all, about three hundred
thousand pounds,’” said Mis., Levison.
““ Rather more,* my dear,”” corrected her

hugband; ‘‘about three hundred and fifty
thousand pounds.”™

Kromeski poured himself out a glass of
champagne and drank it zlowly. He put the
ulass down again on the table.

*“ 1T am a Nihilist,” ™ he remarked, reflec-
tively.

““ A what ? 7 asked Mys. Levison, with a
YVAWIL.

““ Au Anarchist.”™

The Levisons both sat up* and stared at
him.
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“An Anarchist 77

“Yes.”’

Mrs. Levison gazed at him reproachfully.
** But you =aid you were an architeet!”’

%1 am bot 7 replied Kromeski, with

great calmness., ‘I create things; but if
they do not please me, I destroy them. 1
created this house, but it does not please me.
So I am going to destroy it.”’

Mr. Levison, who had been momentarily
alarmed,* was reassured by the stranger’s
calm manner. He laughed, and nudged his

wife.
YOIt ix o ittle joke, ™ he whisperaed.
**Oh, " she returned, ‘““ajoke!?””  She at
onee leaned back again on the couch.
“You forget, my friend, that T bought

the house,’” said Mr. Levison, entering into

Lo o U L e ——— W = T e  — e s a——

L. Momentarily (md 'mén-tao e 1§) alarnnsd  (a Lirnd”),
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the spirit of the jest.? ' You cannot destroy
it.”’

Kromeski did not answer. He rose and
crossed the room to observe a picture more
closely. Then he returned and poured out
another glass of champagne. His manner
was very compozed.

*“That is a genuine Daubigny® you have
there,’’ he observed, sitting down.

“Yes,’" said Mr. Levison. ‘' 1 paid over
a thousand pounds for that.’’

‘“ 1t is a pity that it will be destroyed.”

‘““Ha ba! That is very amusing,’’ M.
Levison exclaimed. ‘8o you are still deter-

mined to destroy the house 27

‘“ Of course,” said the stranger. ‘‘ That

is why I came to see you to-night.”’

T~ —— - -—.’-———-——'“

1. =pirit of jest, X 3.
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¢‘- Excellent,”” eried Mr., Levison. ““And
how are you going to destroy it 7 *’
““ WWith dynamite.*’

““ Of courzse. With dynamite!’’ echoed
Mr. Levison, greatly entertained.?

*“ It would require a lot of dynamite to
destroy this house,”” said Mrs. Levison,

contentedly.

‘““ About half a ton,”” said Kromeski,
looking round the room.

““You would need a cart to bring it
here! ’’ she added, smiling broadly.

““ No,” he answered, ‘‘It is here
already.”’

The look that accompanied the statement
was so curious that Mr. Levison’s gaiety left
him, and a chill feeling® crept into his heart.

1. Greatly entertalned (Cn-tfrtand’), 3 2 % 5 Mgk 2
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He was naturally a timid man, and any
suspicion of! physical danger upset him.

““ Here 7?7’ he exclaimed, in amazement.

“Yes.”

Mr. Levison looked at hiz wife. She
was sitting up, studying Kromeski's face.
Her expression®showed she was uneasy.

““ Where is the dynamite ? *’ she asked,

at length.
““In the cellars.”

¢ Impossible ! 7’ zhe cried. *‘ The cellars
are always locked. The butler, James, has
the keys. It can’t be in the cellars!”™
It is, however, in the cellars.”’
‘“ But there is no room for® half a ton of
dynamite in the cellars!’’ cried Mrs. Levison;
‘“ the wine-bins occupy all the space !

1. Any suspicion (sis-pish’in) of, 8 3% 40 %% 3% M1 A7 2.
2, Uneasy expression, /& @ £ Z k. 4 No room for,
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““ The dynamite iz under the wine-bins,’*
Once more' the Levisons exchanged
glances. Mrs. Levison uttered an exclama-
tion of impatience. ‘‘ How can it be under

the wine-bins ? ’* she said; *‘ the floors are
of concrete. You are talking nonsense.’’?

- ““The dynamite is under the concrete.’’
There was a pause. Mr. Levison threw
up his arms with a gesture of incredulity.®
‘“ How is that possible ? Who put it there 2’
““ T put it there when I laid the founda-
tions of the house.”’

This startling piece of information* made
Mr. Levison’s heart contract. His wife
turned pale. They sat gazing at the sinister
visitor with terrified eyes. What was this
extraordinary tale ? Mr. Levison, with an

1. Onee more, 3, . 2. Talking nonsense (udn'séns),
MW RERZE. 3. Gestare of incredulity (in-kré-d¥le-ti
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effort, pulled himself together* and en-
deavoured to assume a courageous manner.

“You are mad ! ’ he exclaimed, * How
dare you come here with this fairy tale ! 1
will have you turned out of the house!?”’

““ It is ridiculous! ”” said his wife. ““And
even if there 73 some dynamite under the
concrete, it is safe enough there. It cannotl
explode.”’

““On the contrary,”® said Kromeski,
looking intently at her. ‘It can explode.
On the top of the dynamite there iz a time-
machine, connected with an electrical appa.a-
tus. I put it there myself, exactly a year
ago. It has been ticking, unheard, all this
year; 1t 18 an ingenioug time-machine, I
made it myself.”’

Mr. Levison sprang to his feet. His wife
stood up also.

'_-I—l-r—--———-—--.-- -

L. Polled himeelf together, Pt 86 %35 2 5. 2 On
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“You mean it may go off' at any
moment ? 7

“No. It will go off at a certain definite
time, which I arranged when I set it.”’

““ And when is that ? "’

““ To-night, at half-past ten.”’

Mrs. Levison uttered a cry, and sank
down upon the couch.

“CGood heavens! You are a maniac!
You are dangerous! I will get the
police ! 77 Mr. Levison rushed towards the
hell.

““Stop ! ” gaid Kromeski, imperatively.
Mr. Levison halted and turned. *‘If you
cct the police, nothing can save your house.
[t would take a week of digging® to find that
dynamite. You have only a few minutes.”’

Mr. Levison looked at the clock. 1t was
five minutes pas=t teu.

1. Gio off, m 3¢,
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“Good heavens!" he muttered.  “* What
am[todo??”

Kromeski roze. He began to saunter
towards the nearest window that overlooked
the street.® Mr. Levison stood irresolute.’
He had twenty-five valuable minute: in
which to decide on a course of action,* Iis
wife seemed in a state of collapse. He went
to her and endeavoured to comfort her.
Kromeski pulled the curtains aside, looked
into the street in a casual way,” and then
turned back.

““Joseph,” muttered Mrs. Levison, ‘“he is
a dangerous man—we must get the children
out of the house.” '

““ But are we to believe him 7’ whizpered

her husband. ‘‘It may be lies—it must be
lies!

—

1. Good heavens, £ BEEGE MK P 2 2 B, 2. Over-
looked (0'vir-look') the street, B #F. 3. Stood irncsolute
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Mis. Levison was silent. Then she sat
up and looked intently at Kromeski, who
was examining a small table, covered with
delicate ivory work,

““ That is true,’’ she said, in a low voice,
““It may be simply a clever trick to get
money out of you.”

The contending emotions* upon Mr. Levi-
son’s face began to subside, and a cunning
expression crept into his eyes. He gave his
wife’s hand a squeeze, as if to show he hagq
made up his mind,” and moved towarqs
Kromeski. He stood on the other side
the ivory table, thrust hiz hands into h.
pockets, and eyved® him craftily.

“Ivory is not a very good medium for
art,”’* observed Kromeski, critically. ** It is
flat and cold—altogether too dead.”

L -‘l----i--ﬂ_—-i—l-—-————--—- ———— w
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i Dynamite 1 & better medium for art
--:d Myr. Levizon, softly. ‘‘I mean for t

— h pd

-yt of Iving.”

Kromeski looked at him in slight &
.o other continued with sudd

- Lemence. ‘¢ Yes, that’s what I think j

cre—ga liar! a shameless impostor! Cu

wou ! do you think you are going to w

:-0 my house and tell me a cock-and-l

- .

wory® for nothing 7 ['ll have you arrestec
Jo vou hear 277

‘¢ Certainly,” said Kromeski. ‘‘H
e arrested, by all means.* That will
save yvour house.”

“* Indeed!?’ sneered Mr. Levison. “‘/
what, pray, will save my house ? ”

““ Heaven knows,'"™ said Krome:

soberly; “‘ I’'m sure I don’t. To me, you

R e

1. Cock-and-bull story, %% 4 B 3. 2. DBy all weans,
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one of the most loathsome creatures in Lon-
don., It is said you have never given a penny
to charity; it i¢ said you have ruined more
people than there are hairzs on your head.
You are universally detested.* The society
to which I belong marked you down® many
years ago. When you took this house you
walked straight into a trap, my friend.”’

Mr. Levison balanced himself on his toes,
and reflected. Then he leaned across the
table. All his business cunning was aroused.

““If you are an Anarchist and wish to
destroy me, why do you come here to-night
and warn me ? "’

" Because our society does not zeek to
destroy life. It destroys property. We hold
life to be sacred—even lives such as yours—
a;ld endeavour to save it."

1. Universally (G-nt-v&r'sal-1§) detested (d&-tist’ed ), KM
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Kromeski turned away, and lelt M.
Levizon thinking deeply.t e was seeking to
deteet a flaw in Kromeski's attitude.

“It was unnecessary for you tn come,”
he said, at length; “‘ you could have merely
written.’’

“True. But would you have paid any
attention to® the letter 7 Every very wealthy
man of your type receives threatening letters
every day. He flings them into the waste-
paper basket. I came myself, so that yoflu
might thoroughly understand, and act as yoh

thought best.”’
‘““ An Anarchist does not drink cham-

pagne! '’ exclaimed Mrs. Levizon, suddenly,
rom across the room.

““ Why not, madam ? There is no harm
in champagne,”’ replied Kromeski, simply.

- —— -

1. Thinking deeply, SR . 2. To pay attention Giti&n'-
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““T do not quarrel with the normal pleasures?
of life. For a man to possess a few good
pictures, a reasonable house, a few pounds’
worth of wine in his cellars, is normal. We
are not fanaties. DBut to possess more than
a hundred priceless® pictures, to live in a
palace, to have two thousand pounds’ worth
of wine in one’s cellars—~that is a erime
against humanity.”’

““Then why did you design the house—
the palace ?’’ asked M. Levison, shrewdly.

“To trap people like youn. I have
designed three palaces like this in my lifetime.
One in New York, one in Paris, and this one
here in London. The one in New York is
20 much dust, dispersed over the city, together
with half a man’s fortune. The one in Paris

1s Just completed, and, like a gorgeous spider,

""'""—"“"""'P“'-‘-_ﬁ--——-“-- * s ——

1, Normal (nor'mal) pleasures, 4% 3 op 2 P, 2. Drice.
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awaits itz fly.  Thiz one—well, you know all
about this one, now."’
“Who lived in the New York one?”
asked Mr. Levizon, sharply.

““ Lucas Spyer.”’
=, Levison uttered an exclamation, and

Mr. Levizon’s colour faded a little.* He

rallied his forces,® however, and pointed an
accusing finger.

““ Lucas Spyer was blown up® with his
house ? "’

““Yes. He refused to believe' my story,
He had me turned out of the house. I
could do nothing more.”

Mr. Levison was about to ask another
question, when the footman entered and

said something to him in a low voice.

e —— e — . W .
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Levison started. A flash of fear showed in
his eyes. Then he nodded, **1 will come
at once,’’ he =aid, and waved the man away.?
He crossed to his wife. °‘ My dear,”” he
whispered, bending down,* *‘ a superintendent
of the police has called. They are probably
on thig man’s track.’”
““The police | ” muttered his wife,
“Hush! Notaword! I will go and
see him. I will tell a footman to stand out-
side the door in my absence.* He will enter
at & ay from you. Keep the madman
occupied’—keep him talking. Tell him the
doetor has called, and I have gone to see

him.”?

— -

1, Waved him away, 3 F 4 K B. 2, DBending down,
# . 3. On his track, SB 8 B A. 4. In my absence
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Levison stole out of the room. Kromeski
studied a pieture for a minute or two. Then
he turned, and frowned slightly.

““ Where has your husband gone 7 ” he
asked, returning swiftly. I thought he was
here! ”’

““He has gone to speak to the doctor.
One of the children is ill. The doctor zent in
a message to say he wished to see M.
Levizon. It is little David who i= ill. Ie
iz owr eldest boy. Next week he will be all
right, IHe was taken ill quite zuddenly—this
evening.”’

Mrs. Levison paused a moment. [t was
eszential to go on talking. Her thouglhts ran
swiftly, and she continued: *‘Yes, he had
a shivering fit, and was a little sick. So we
thought it was probably a fever. Most

e T : . == - — e e s s ———
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fevers begin in that way, don’t' they ? But
he has already had scarlet fever and measles.
So I don’t know what it will be. It may
be measles again. Does one have measles
twice ? »?

She looked at the Anarchist wistfully.

““ T think not, as a rule,’” said Kromeski,
after a moment’s thought.

‘“But I have heard of cases,’” said Mrs.
Levison. She gazed at him helplessly.
“* What 13 yvour real name ? 7’ she cried, af
lagt. *° Who are you? "’

Kromeski smiled slightly.

““That is of no consequence,’ My names
and my disguises are many. In ordinary life
yvou would not recognize me.”” He touched
his hair and moustache, and continued to
smile. ‘I think you should begin to clear

Ll e — o e ——. -
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the house,’’ ! he added; ** you have not muecl
time left.”’

Mrs. Levison clasped her hands, and
before she replied her husband entered. His
appearance gave her a shock of fear. He
was very white. His eyes seemed to hulge
from his head and his whole body was
trembling. She beheld him with horror.

““*Joseph ! ? she cried, weakly.
Ie took no notice,” but went straight to

Kromeski. She could see he was making a

powerful effort to control himself.

““1I have been thinking over what you
said,”” he began, gulping a little and trying
to smile. ‘I am ineclined to believe® you are
speaking the truth. Of course it iz difficult

L

to say, very difficult.” He gulped again, and
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steadied himself. He continued more calmly:

““1 propose to offer you a large sum of

money, on condition that' you stop the time-

machine.”’
Kromeski clenched his hands.

““ Never ! '’ he said, fiercely.

Levison’s face turned a shade whiter.

““The money, of course, would be for
vour society,’”’ he continued. ‘‘I offer ten
thousand pounds.’” He gulped, and watched
the other intently. ‘‘Or, rather,”” he went
on, in a strained voice,” ‘‘ I offer a sum oﬂ
{wenty thousand pounds for the society.’\’

The Anarchist’s face was set like flint.

““ Well,” said Levison, catching at a
chair to support him, ‘I will make it thirty
thousand. I will write a cheque,® and also a

1. On condition that, 3F; #. 2. Strained (strind) voice,
MM H R Z (X hEDR. 3 Cheque (chik), | Check,
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covering letter to my bhankers. You will be
able to cashi it in the morning.”” A slight
gesture from Kromeski brought his emotion
to @ head. ‘‘ No, I swear it! ' he chrieked.
““1 will not stop that cheque.* You shall
have the money, if you prevent the explosion,
I know what you are! I swearit!”

Mrs. Levison stood up and came to hex
husband with outstretched hands.

““ But can he prevent the explosion ?
she exclaimed, hysterically.

Kromeski sat down and looked quietly
at them.

““Yes. I can stop it,”’ he said, at last.
‘“ There is a hidden wire in the cellar. If L
cut it, no explosion will oceur. You my‘
vou will give thirty thousand pounds for the
cause 7 7’%

e e————eee e————————— &
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“Yes! I zawearit! Ounly, for Heaven's
sake,” stop the explosion !’ Levison’s eyes
fell on his wife. ‘‘Itis true!’’ he muttered.
““ Good heavens, the dynamite ! ?’

““Ring for® the cellar keys !’ said
Kromeski, with sudden sharpness. *‘‘ Heaven
knows if I have time to do it. Write that
cheque and letter at once !

Mrs. Levison rushed to the door and
called the footman. Her husband staggered
to the writing-table, took a cheque-hook from
the drawer, and began to write. Kromeski
leaned over his shoulder. A minute passed,
and Kromeski straightened himself. He held
the cheque and letter in his hand. Mrs.
Levison held the keys out to him.

“I will go down to the cellar and cut
that wire,”” said the Anarchist, coolly. ‘‘I

1. Tor Heaven's snke, X ¢ W H 0§ 2 11 (I % th i %
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have a revolver in my pocket. If anyone
tricz to prevent my leaving the house, T will
kill him. Tf you stop the eheque, T will shoot
vou, Levizon. Dy you understand 77’

Levison nodded.

“Both of you will stay here,” said
Kromeski, going to the door. ‘I have four
minutes left. You may consider yourselves
very lucky. But for the fuet' that my society
needs: money, you would not have ezcaped sc
lightly. Good night.”’

He went out of the room, slamming thﬁl,
door behind him. Mr. Levison rose, andj
put a shaking finger to his lips.?

“We've got him! ** he whispered to his
wife. She gazed at him wonderingly. Ie
tip-toed to her. ‘‘ A raid was made to-night

on the premises of a dangerous Anarchisl
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s0Mety,  he sald, hoarsely. " Papers wers
foutil relating to Lueas Spyer and to us.
The police came straight here to warn me."™

“ Then it is all true ? 7" she gasped.

" Absolutelr true! But we've got him,
Ine superintzndent knew. from letters that
were fonnd. thar the :ocletr was short of
woneyr.  He suggested my offering money.”

tYes ves " shie said, eagerly. ““Bux
the cheque ! He will cash it !"*

Mr. Levison, still very white, shook his
head cunningly. ‘' The police are going 10
arrest nim outside. The house is surroundedl.

¢ will he arrested with the cheque on him—

L -

a piece of damning evidence ! ¢
“Jotepu !’ She made as if to' embrace
him. He pushed her awayr. His eve: were

- v e E—— L — — e — e i — i —
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on the clock. The sweat poured from his
brow,*?

“We are not out of danuger!®* Coud
heavens, the dynamite! Half a ton of
dynamite ! ™’

*“ Supposing he doesn’t cut the wire! "
she moaned in terror.

“He'll cut it,”” Lhe whispered. ** The
bank would be suspiciousz if the house was
blown up. They wouldu’t cash the cheque.
He would foresee that.”

They waited hand in hand,” until the
clock pointed to half-past ten. A door
Langed far below in the house, and the sud-
den sound almost made Mrs, Levison faint.

‘““He’sdone it " Mr. Levison exclaimed,
jumping up. ‘" He’s gone out! The police
will have got him [ "’

———— . —— e ————— e e e | | e —— i — e — -
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He ran out, followed by his wife. The
front door bell was ringing loudly. There
was a sound of rapid steps in the hall. Mu.
Levizon went cautiously downstairs, peering
over' the banisters.

“We've got him, sir!”’ cried a hearty
voice. The superintendent was standing in
the hall, looking up, his bronzed, honest face
beaming with pleasure.? ‘‘ We caught him
at the corner of the street! *’

““Thank Heaven!’'’ said Mr. Levison,
coming down to meet him,

““ A good night’s work,’” said the super-
intendent; *‘our little plan worked out well,®
sir! "

Mr. Levison pressed some gold coins into
the superintendent’s hand., Relief rendered
him speechless.*

1, Peering (por'ing) over, T fll. 2. Beaming with pleasure,
WG (G RER). 3 Worked out well, % B 4
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“Thank you, sir. If you'd" step round
to the police-station in the morning, we'd"
be much obliged® —and Mrs. Levison, too
Good night,* sir.”

““Good night! ”” cried the Levisons,
gaily, waving their hands.®

““Take care of® the cheque!’’ added Mr.
Levison.

““ Oh, that’s™ all right,® sir ! We'll look
after it. We need it for evidence againsi
him., Good night, sir; and thank you.”

Next morning, about ten o’clock, Mr.
Levison received a message from the police-
station, asking him to come round and give
evidence against the prisoner. Accompanied
by his wife, he drove round in his magnii-
icent yellow limousine. The Levisous were

1. You'd (=yvou would). 2 We'd (=we wonld). 3.
Much obliged (0-blijd"), 8% E&. 4. Good night (38 good eve-
ning AW, - BN R E% —JB IR RE JRE®R). 5 Waing
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in high spirits.? It is difficult, therefore, ts
describe their dismay® when they found tha
nothing was known at the police-station abou
the sensational arrest® of the previous eve
ning,* nor had any message been telephone:
from there to Mr. Levizon that morning. I
was only when Mr. Levison discovered, afte
telephoning to his bankers, that the chequ
had been cashed half an hour previously, tha
he began to estimate the events of the pre
ceding night at their true value.® For he hac
entertained unawares® two of the cleveres

thieves of modern times.

1. In high spirits, fk 3. 2. To describe(dé-skrib’) the
dismay (diswmd"), FBE X RIZEBE (X P L ZHFMAT R
8. Senzalions] (#fn-=a’shiin-gl) arrest (dr-rést’) , A W I § .
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