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A Letter from William Molyneux E/g. Secrezary of

the Philofophical Society of Dublin, 204 S. of
the R. S. giving an account of the Connough-
Worm,

Here fend you inclofed the figures of our Connough=~
worm, which is reported to be the only poyfonous
“Animalinour Kingdome ; but whether it be really
{o, or not, Icannot affcrt on'my own experience. That
from which the figures were taken, was fent alive to me,
from the Country, about 4o0. milesfrom Dublin. ‘The
Gentleman that fent it, had kept itabove fix weeksin
a large Box ona Grafly fod, now and then giving it a
freth fod, and Ragwort to eat, befprinkling them with
Dew. BeforeIcould get the figures taken, the creature
was fo unquiet, Iwas forced to ftifle it, as Hufwives do
their Bees, with the fume of fulphur. When the Gen-
tleman firlt took it, it was much {maller then when he
fent it to me; And had I been at the trouble of keeping
-it, it might have been yet much larger; {ome of them
beingasthickasa Mans thumb, and above three Inches
long, and fome live fo long as tohave fine hair thinly
difperfed over their bodys. Immediately upon my receipt
thereof, I writ to the fame Ingenious Gentleman that
{ent it me, propofing fome Queries to him concerning
it, the chief whereof were, whether: he had any certain
Experiment to prove them Venemous;What Symptomes
artended the Beafts affected by them ? And what cures
were applyed to them ¢ To the firft, his anfwer wastc
this effect, thathe had confulted the experienced Peo-
ple of the Country, whoall agree in afferting the Ani-
mal poyfonous, but he knew none that had made a fatif-
factory experiment thereof, none being able to fay they
ever
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ever fawa beaft eat it, or ftung by it. Andyet forhis
own Opinion, he was apt to think, that the Animal was
pernicious, if eaten by a beaft. Forfirft, the difeafe im-
puted to this Creature feldom or never affects the Cattle
but in Autumn, and then only this Infect is to be found ;
fecondly it feldom or never attends any Cartle but what
feed in low Marfhy grounds, and there only this Animal
frequents; Thirdly Cows who are greedy feeders by great
Morlells (by reafon of their chewing it afterwards in
their Cud,) but efpecially Swine that feed in low grounds,
are the only Creatures troubled by this Worm ; Fourthly,
the Worm is very rare and fcarce to be found in feven
years, and fo likewife is the diftemper that proceeds from
it, itbeing rare to have a Beaft affected by it. Astothe
fymptoms that attend its Venome, they are {welling in
the Head, and (as a peculiar Charalteriftick, the {fwel-
ling and Procidentia Ani, infomuch that the Reffum will
hang outabovehalfa foot. Theeffectual cure applyed
to this Malady in black Cattle, isa Drench of the Herb
Bears-foot, Rue, Garlick, buatter and beer; but for
Swine, Raddle pounded {mall mingled with Buttermilk,
Thefe only are ufed by the Englifh Husbandmen.But the
Irifh, asthey certainly impute the Malady to this Infect,
fo they draw the Remedy therefrom; for they affert,
that if an hole be bored 1in a Tree, and this Creature
ftopt up therein, foas to ftarve and dye, the leaves and
bark of that Tree ever after infufed in water, and given
asa Drench, cures the affected Beaft; and feveraif will
repair to fuch aTree ten miles for a cure. Another fancy
(& as ill grounded,) they have, that if a Man bruife this
Worm between his hands, and let the exprefled juice
dry thereon, ever after the water he firft wathesin, in
the morning, given to the Beaft to drink, curesit. And
the Worthy Gentleman that fent me the Worm , tho’
hebe far from giving credit to the cure, yet for the fa-
tisfaCtion of hus poor Neighbours, did feverall years ago
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bruife one of thefe Wormsin his hands, and ever fince
he hasbeen often applyed to from feverall parts of the
Country forhis Virtue, and the People go away well {a-
tisfied, affuring him (when he asks them afterwards,)
%ha t{;he Remedy proved very effeuall on their afflicted
caft,

But that I may give yon my own fentiments, I am
very apt to fufpect that this Worm is no more poyfon
then other Catterpillers (for ’tis of the Catterpiller
kind,) and I believe, in Godartius of Infeéts, lately en-
glifhed by the moft learned and ingenious Dr. Lifter, you
will find the very fame Animalas thisI fpeak of; but
atprefent I have not that book by me, having fentit to
my Brother in Holland. 1 never had,or havefeen, but
thisone, and fo I would make no experiment therewith,
being forced (asItold you,) to kill it. ButI verily be-
leve that the Uglinefs of the Worm (it being of a dark
fufcous, and as they fay, poyfonous colour,) together with
its largenefs-beyond common Catterpillers, has wrought
{o upon the fearfull and ignorant Vulgar, thatthey have
given itthe name of Venemouns. Asto the Gentlemans
forementioned Reafons, they are but conjectures, and as
{uch I fubmit them to your judgment ; and my negative
opinion has much the fame foundation, for I find the
People of our Country much in the wrong in fome partis
culars relating to the Animal, which makes me fufpect
they may be in anerror relating toits poylon. For firft
tis commonly afferted by them, that the two {pots
marked dd Fig: 1. are Goggle Eyes, whereas they are
nothing more then two Variegated fpots of a colour dif-
ferent trom.the reft of the Back.. Secondly, they aflert
likewife, that the part marked ¢ Fig: 1. isafting, where-
as this Protuberance in the Tailis common with itto
feverall other Catterpillers, and the greater the Catter-
piller, the larger this Horn. So that if their fearor

abhorrence of the Worm may make them believe thofe
parts
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parts Eys that arenot, and that parta Sting, which is
not at all like it, contrary to the plain View of the Crea-
ture ; It may likewife make them imagin it poyfonous,
when itis no fuch thing. ButyetIwill not conceal what
I have from another Gentleman (but with fome difi-
dence of the Experiment,) he gavethe juice of one of
thefe Worms to one Dog, which thewed no alteration
thereon, but another Dog, to whomhe gave the skin of
the Creature, was found dead three dayes after; but
whether his death proceeded from the poyfoneus skin,
he could not affert; for the Dog ran at liberty, and
mighthave been kild (for oughtas he knew,) by fome
other Accident, tho’ no externall fign of any Violence
offer'd to him did appear. Butleaving thefe conjetures,
I come to what is evident to the fenfes (and expe-
rimental Philofopby ought to gono farther,) the expla-
nation of the Figures.

Fig. 1. 4B. the Worm lying on his Belly, long 2} In-
ches. almoft. ¢. his head. 4d. two Variegated fpots mif-
taken for Eyes. e. a {mall Protuberance towards its
Tail, from whence arifes a part in fhape of a horn, mif-
taken for a Sting.

Fig. 2. Reprelentsthe Worm Reclined almoft onhis
back.F.His mouth formed like that of other Catterpillars,
asappeared in the Microfcope. gg, &c.fix {mall horny
feet or Claws, 3 on eachfide, as in other Catterpillars.
hh, &c. Eight Papille, with which he faftens himfelf to
what he goes or hangson, as Childrens fuckers are faft-
ned to wet flones.

2. Two larger Papille, with which he does both fuck him-
felf faft,but moft commonly therewith he grafps the ftems
of Grafs and Herbs, to which he clings with the other.

P. S. Since the writing of this Letter, Thave again
feen Godartius of Infects, and in him I find, (as I {furmi-
zed, Jour Connought Worm;defcribed by the Name of the
Elephant Catterpillar,Numb. 125. or 126

Yours Will, Molineux, H Part of
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