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P R E F A C E

Have endeavoured 1n this Tranflation

to keep as near the Original as I could
without hurting my language; after L
had finifhed my own, I met with an
Enghifh one tranflated from the Frencly
of Madam Dacier, the expreffions oi
which {eem wvaried from the Greek, and
accommodated to the turn of Madam
Dacier’s Irench, which language is
much lefs capable than our own of re-
prefenting the clofe and {imple manner
of writing of the Ancients.

The bulinels of a Tranflator T will
put down in the words of Monf. de
Tourrell. “Now a tranflator, fays he,
¢ properly Ipeaking, is nQ qQther than a

b ¢¢ painter,
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¢ painter, who deals in copying. And
*eccvery copyer that mifplaces but the
cc oat-lmt_s., or fafhions them after his
<« own liking, i1s unfaithful. He errs in
«« the firft fetting out, proceeds againit
¢« his own plan, For want of remember-
< ing that all he has to do is to produce
<« 3 likenefs, and if he fails of that, he
<t does nothing. For my part then, I
<« have my model and I cannot follow
¢ him too clofely W hether therefore
«« ] extend or enlarce what he cuts fhort
¢« or abridges, whether I load with orna-
<« ments what he leaves plain, tarnifh his
«« beauties, or cover his faults; in fthort,
«« wherever 1 depart from his charaéter
<«in the words.I put into his mouth,
« it 1s no longer him but myfelf that I
«« defcribe 3 1 deceive under a borrowed
¢cappearance, and am no longer a tranf-
¢ latcr, but an original”’.

. Different people have different ideas
of the duty of a tranflator: the fentiments
of the above gentleman on this fubject
cxaltly agree with mine; and I hope- 1
have not entnely loft the {pirit to pre-

{erve the letter. | j.
" L SO.
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Socrates teils us in the beginning of
his Apology, that he has no other view
in addrefling himfelf to his judges, than
to declare to them the truth, and that he
1s more 1ntent upon things than words.
He ftudied not to deliver himfelf 1n thac
{ublime kind of Eloquence, which nre-
valled fo much at Athens, and deteiiin-
cd almoft every thing in their ccuncils
and aflfemblies. The ftile he {peaks in
has a plainnefs and fimplicity in it, and
a venerable air of antiguity, which I
have endeavoured to preferve 1in my
tranf{lation, and how far 1 have {ucceeded,
this muilt be decided by thafe, who arc
properly qualified to pronounce upon it

I have written fome Notes to illuftrate
the Apolegy, and haveadded a Poft{cripe,

hewing the want which the Heathens
had of a clearer revelation or God’s will,
>I"'is with this difpofition we thould {tudy
the ancient Philofophers, for if we take
up with them, and {top there, we wander
in the inextricable mazes of deifm, and
continuc to want the true food of our
fouls, the grace and favour of God af-
forded us in the goipel,

' - b2 I {halk
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I fhall conclude this Preface in the

words of Dr. Clarke. ¢ There is now,
fays he, no {uch thing, as a confiftent
fcheme of deifm in the world. The
I-{eathen Philofophers, thofe few of them,
who taught and lived up to the obliga-
tions of natural religion, had indeed a
confiftent {cheme of religion {o far as it
went ; and they were very brave and
wife men, 1f any of them could keep
fteady and firm to it. But the cafe 1s
not {o now. The {ame {cheme of deifm
1s not any longer confiftent with its own
principles, if it does not lead men to em-
brace and believe revelation, as 1t then
tavght them to hope for it .”
"~ In a word; thofe, who now do not
embrace revelation, are not {fuch men as
‘Socrates and Plato were, who with reve-
rence and modefty promoted the eternal
decrees of God in the reformation of
mankind.

INTRO-



INTRODUCTION.

WE find Socrates faying in the
eleventh Section of his Apology,

That calumny had before killed many
other good men, and that he thought it
would {till do {fo.  Calumny was the fArk
piece of wicked policy that ever was
practifed in the world ; the devil by de-
tracting from the geodnefs and veracity
of God, {trove to accomplifh his mifchie-
vous defign of deftroying the whole race
cf mankind. And St. Juftin tells us, as
cited 1n a dicourie on Plato by Madim
Dacier, < 'T'hat the evil angels fecing So-
crates endeavoured to reclaim men from
giving them religious worfhip, o ordered

b 3 the
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the matter by means of men who were
corrupt, and took pleafure in vice, that
.this righteous man was put to death aS
if he had been an unpious perfon, t that
hived without God in thP world, and in-
troduced new Gode,” Eocrates mndeed
could not be rec: :*trzh_d to the Theology
of the Poets, wwho reprefent quarrels,
animofities, and wars among the Gods;
he couid not believe with the people
thofe tabulous ftories about Jupiter put-
ting his father Saturn in chains, becaule
he devoured his children. On the con-
trary, he aiways Iltrove with the utmoft
{incerity to have a right underitanding in
divine matters, and to be well inftruéted
1n religion; on this account Melitus ac-
culed him of being profane and improus,
and mt*'oc..ucmg new oplnions about the
Deity. On the {fame LMJLul orounds did
Jie accufe him of corrupting “the yvouth ;
{ince Plato introduces Socrates faying,
in his Dialogue entitled T'heages, That
advice is a {acred thing, and if 1t 15 facred
in all other occafions of life, 1t 1s much
more {o about the care of youth; for of

all things on whichaman can alk advice,
there
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there is nothing more divine than that
which refpects the educarion of children.
His accufation of him for being conver-
fant 1n {ufpeéted {ciences, and pcrvc—:rtmcr
juftice, were equally untrue 3 for Socrates
{fought not fo much to teach men natural
philofophy, as to give them exalted ide-
as, and to engage them in the purluit of
their true happmef:,- he therefore did
not approve of detaining the mind too
much upon outward objelts, and fecond
caufes, as that would hinder it, he
thought, from raifing 1itlelf up to Ged,
who is the only true and firft caufe of
all things. And as to his perverting
juitice; Socrates had mndeed a great abi-
lity 1n confidering {fubjelts on “all fides,
and reafoning and dlﬁ:ourﬁng upon themn
for and afrawft s this his enemies charged
him with_ abufing in favour of m]uﬁ ce,
tho’ he Confantly employed it in the
caufe of juftice and truth. But the true
around of all their hatred and enmity
acramﬂ: him, was the hiberty with which
he reproved their vices. For we fnd;
the principal of his accufers were men of
vicious and corrupt lives, who thro’
their prejudice laughed at his morality,

b 4 and
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and wanted to get rid of him, thinking
by that means to free themiclves from
rendering an account of their lives and
ations to any one, as Socrates himfclf
tells us in his Apology. Melitus, the
chief of his accufers, was a }oung man
of the town of '*Plttheu not at all
known for any thing L/CL]*(:‘HE or praife-
worthy, and yet he D‘I‘Ct"”‘ndtd o accufe
this great man of ignorance 1 the moit
jmportﬂm. and {ublime matters, and of
corrupting his companions. Anytus,
another of his acculers, was a rich man,
and the firft that bribed -+ the judges at
Athens toward the latter end of the Pe-
roponnefian war., After the thrty tyrants
were expelled, and there was an inunda-
tion of 1njuitice, licentioulncis, and vio-
fcnce, Socrates was brought to a tnal,
ancl fell a facrifice to the envy and hatred
of his enemies. We iee i tns faft adt
of his life, how admirably he {fupported
the

* As Socrates teids us 1n the Diclegue calle!
Eotyphron.

+ Plutarch’s Life of Coiiolanus.
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the chara&er of an ancient philofopher;
he employed not the arts of human e¢lo-
quence, he did not intreat and {fupplicate
the judgzes (as was the cuftom) in order
to move their compaflion, but waited for
his {entence quietly and with a manly
refignation,  Fle Ipeaks to his judges as
he uled to do 1n his common difcourde,
with great plainnefs and ﬁmplicit} , and
difcovers thro’ his whele defence the no-
bleft fentiments of pilety and jultice. 1
thall clofe this introduétion with a pallage
from Montaign, as cited by DMadam
Dacier in her arcument of the Apology.
‘“Do but oblerve, {ays Montaign, by

what reafons Socrates rouzes up his cou
rage to the hazards of war; with what
'11~1.._1L1mer1t he Tortifies liis pa *‘u.,nm againit
u.lumny tyranny, and death. You wiil
1d nothing 1n all this borrowed from
ares and fciences. The fimpleft may

there difcern their own means and power.
>I'ts not poflible more to rctue, or to
creep more low. He has cone human
nature a great kindoefs, 1n fhewing it how
much 1t can do of idelf. Elis piea is

piain and pucrile, burtof an unimazinable
hught
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height, and offered 1n the laft extremity:
His ‘way of arguing is equally admirable
for its hmp11<:1ty and its force. >Tis an
eaficr matter to {peak hike Anftotle, and
live ke Caiar, than to {peak and live as
Socrates did. Here lies the greateft dif-
ficulty, and the laft degree of perfection,

that no artcan improve.”

£ Ao 55
St T
*ba_}'“:ﬁi"
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AP OL O GY

OF

S O C R A T E 8.

SECTION 1

Socrates profeffes himfelf not eloquent, and
begs that he may employ his ufual Mas-

ner of [peaking.

' OW vou have been affeéted, O
Athemans, by myaccufers, I know

not; I was {o affeCted by them, that
I had nearly forgot myfelf, they {poke
io perfualively, tho’ I do affure you they
ipoke

* Socrates was a Greek Philofopher, a Man
of an accomplifhed virtue. Paganifin never af-
forded a more admirable example; he was born
about the year of the world 3481, the 4th year of
the 77th Olympiad, and 467 years before the birth
of Chrift; he lived 71 years. Hisopinions had a
peculiar tendency to prepare mens minds for the
truths of the gofpel. e taught, that mankind
could not acquire virtue but by the help of God.,

B



2 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES.

{poke nothing true. Butof the many falf-
hoods, which they have aflerted, I chiet-
ly wonder at one, that they fhould
admonifh you to beware of me, left you
{hould be deceived by me, as an clo-
.quent {peaker,

And that they fhould not be athamed
to aflert this, which I fhall prefently
confute i1n reality, as I am an utter
ftranger to eloquence; this feemed to me
above all very {hameful, unlefs they call
{peaking the truth eloquence. For it
they fay this, I-confefs T am an orator,
but not after their manner. Thele then,
as 1 faid before, have faid nothing true,
but from me you thall hear all the truth.
You fhall not indeed, O Athemans, hear
from me, as from them, a {peech drefled
up and adorned with.eloquence of words
and names, but with {fuch words as offer
themielves occafionally. For, I truft,
that the things, which I fhall {ay, are
juft: nor let any of you imagine, that
I fhall {peak otherwife; for it would by
no means become my age, O Athenians,
to appear before you, as {chool-boys do,

with a ftudied form of words. But this
[ {

-
& -
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1 earneftly beg and intreat of you, that
lf}Ou thould hear me ufe in ‘my Apology
the fame words that I ufed in the Forum

and at the publick Banks, where many
of wou have heard me, as well as in

’
other places, that you would not be

'Ll‘h-.-r-.-:!’

rroubled at 1¢: for fo 1t will be. I ftand

now before this Court firft to be tried,
peing more than feventy years of age, fo
that 1 am an entire ffran oer to the man-
ner of fpcaking uied 1n This place. As
then, 1f T was a real ftranger at Athens,
you would pardon the manner of fpf:c.c]l
in which I was brought u», {fo now 1
afk this of you, as 1 think, not unjultly,
that you weuld pals over my form of
1pwcn which may be iometimes bztrer,
fometimes worie, and confider this only,

apply your attention to this, whether
what 1 {ay 15 mff, or un! uit, tor this is
the duty of a judge; 1t 15 the duty of

an orator to ipcak ¢ ht. truth.
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SECTION IL

He divides his accufers into two forls, the
former and the latter.

T 1s juft, O Athenians, that, in the
firft place, 1 fhould anfwer my firft
talfe accufation, and firft accufers, and
afterwards my laft accufation, and laft
accufers. For {feveral amongft you have
many years ago falfly accufed me, whom
I fear more than thofe, who are of Any-
tus’s party, tho’ thefe latter are formida-
ble too; but the others more fo, my
countrymen, who have prejudiced many
of you from your childhood, alledging
talthoods againit me, and endeavouring
to perfuade you of the truth of themj;
namely, ¢¢that there 1s one Socrates, a
wile man, who 1s an oblerver of what
pafles 1n the * heavens, and fearches
1Into

* The people had an averfion to natural Phi-
Jofophers, {uppofing that they lefiened the divine
power, by deducing things from natural unde-

figning caufes and an inevitable neceflity, Plu.
tarch’s Life of Nicias.
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into every thing in the bowels of the
earth, and can make a bad caufe*, a
ocood one’. Thefe my accufers, O
Athenians, are formidable, who have
{pread {uch reports of me; for thofe, who
hear thefe things, imagine, that enquirers
into nature do not beheve the Gods.
Many have been my accufers of this -
fort, and they have continued a -long. -
time, and have perfuaded you at an age,
when fome of you were moft credulous,
in your childhood or 1in artlefs youth‘-
qccuﬁncr a deferted caufe, none making. .

defence for it and what was moft R
unrcafonable of all, it was not poflible
to know their names and recite’ them, -
except that one of them was a Come-
dian+. And how many were there,
who thro envy and calumny perfuaded
fome, who being perfuaded themielves,

fome o

* T'his accufation was firangely perverfe, as
no man had a greater regard for juftice than

Socrates.

‘+ Meaning Ariftophanes, who was at the head
of Socrates’s fir{lt enemies, and had ridiculed him

in his comedy called the Clouds.
B 3
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perfuaded others! the number of thefe
are infinite, and cannot be brought into
Judgemem, nor confuted, and tht: mak-
ing a defence againft fuch 15 like fight-
ing with a fhadow and f‘frlvmg to
confute, when there are none to anfwer.
You perceive therefore, my accuiers are
divided into two forts, as I before faid,
thofe who accufe me now, and thofe
who accufed me formerly, whom I have
already defcribed, and whom you may
judge, 1t is neceflary that [ anfwer in the
firft place, {ince you have heard them
longer, and more grievouily accufing me,
than thefe of later date. Well then
I muft defend myfelf, O Athenians, and
endeavour to remocve thele calumnies in
fo thort a tune, which you have fo long
conceived againft me; and I wifh T
may be {o, if 1t is fi‘XpLdlCl’lt for you and
me, and that my Apolcgy may promote
farther good; but this, I think,
1s a difficult matter, and I am pretty
well aware of the iffue of 1t: however,
may the event be, as 1t fhall pleafe God.

The law muift be obeyed, and I muit
prepare for my defence.

SE C T-
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SECTION IIl.

He anfwers to thofe things, which his
Sformer accufers alledged againft hin.

LET us then repeat from the begin-
ning what was the accufation, on
which the calumny againlt me was
founded, that Melitus gave credit to,
when he arraigned me. Well then,
what was it they charged me with? fer
I mufl recite thelir accuiation as 1f 1t had
been made upon *oath; viz. ¢« that So-
crates acts uniuftly, and too inqguiii-
tively {earches mto the bowels” of the
carth, and what pafies in the heavens,
that he can make a bad caufe, a good
one, and moreover that he nftils thefe
doétrines 1nto others™.,  Such 1s the ac-
cufation, and iuch you have {een m

Arta

* Before a caufe could be brought to a format
trial, both plaintiff and defendant were obliged
to fwear that they would advance nothing but
truth, Potter L1, ¢ 1.

B .1
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Ariftophanes’s comedy, for there you
have the reprefentation of Socrates car-
ried about, and faying that he travels
thro’ the air, and many other tr.fles of
the like fort™. Of which things I
know neither more nor lefs. Nor do |
{ay this, as defpifing fuch knowledge, if
any one 1s {killed in matters of this fort,
left Melitus fhould accufe me of io
great a crime; but becaufe, O Atheni-
ans, I know nothing of thefe things +.
And I appeal to many of you as witnef-
fes of this, and beg of you to fthew and
tell one another, where at any time you
have heard me thus difcourfling, and
there are many of you prefent, declare it
therefore, if any of you have at any time
heard me difputing on {uch things either
maore or lefs : and hence you fhall know
that there are other fuch like reports,

which

* Socrates hints in the dialogue called Phe-
don, that it was not uncominon for comedians

to ridicule things of a {erious nature.

+ Socr'ltes conﬁdermg natural Phﬂofophy as
more curious than ufeful, applied himiclf to the-
ftudy of morality. .-
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which many fpread of me, but that
none of them are true. Neither 1s it
true, if you have heard of any one, that
I undertake to teach men, and make a
cain of it. But even that {feems to me
no {mall honour, if any perfon 1s able to
teach others, like *Gorgilas the lLeon-
tine, Prodicus of Ceos, and Hippias the
Fléan. For each of thefe going to eve-
ry one of the cities, and addrefling
themielves to the youths of thofe c1t1f:s
who may follow what difcipline they
Lke beft in their own country without
any charge; every one of thefe, 1 fay,
have the power to perfuade thofe youths
to forfake their former difcipline, and
follow them, ogiving them money, and
thanks into the barcram. T here 1s alfo
another wile man from Paros, who 1
find, 1s come here. And I have met
with a man, who has ipent more upon
Sophifts than all others, Callias, 1

mean, the fon of Hipponicus; and 1
a{ked

i e Sl —

* In the dialogue called Theages he ridicules
the high opinion, which the Athenians had of

thefe Sophidts.,
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ajked him, for he has two {fons. Callias!
fays I, 1t your fons were young horfes
or oxen, we fhould hire one to look
after them, and teach them thofe things,
which are neceflary for them to do,
and make them g¢ood and excellent in
their kind; and there may {ome {uch
oroom, or hutbandman be found. But
now as your ions are men, whom do
you think to fet over them? and who is
endued with the knowledge of human
and political virtues *2 For, I think, as
you have ifons, you have confidered
thefe things. Is there, fad I, {uch a
man, or 1s there not? there 1s, {avs he,
fuch a one furely. \Who? {aid I, and
from whence 1s he? and what falary
does he require ¢ Evenus the Parian,
fays he, Socrates ! and his wages are five
+Minz. 1 judge then Evenus happy,

it

* Morality among the Ancients included
Politicks, «r the laws and rights of civil {ccie-
ties, as well as Ethicks, which teaches the nature
of virtue and the governimnent of the pafilons.
Plutarch’s life of Solon,

+ 50 Crowns.
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if he has really this art, and teaches it
diligently. For 1 alfo ihould boaft,
and fet much ftore by mylelf, if I knew
thefe things. But in truth, O Atheni-
ans, I do not know them.

SECTION IV,

Fe flews what gave rife to their calumnics.

SOME onc then perhaps may afk,
what have you being doing ? Socra-
tes! and whence did thele calumnies
artfe againft you? For certainly unlels
you had done fomething uncommon,
and more than the reft of masnkind,
there cculd not be fuch a fame, and fuch
a talk about you. Tell us therefore
what 1t 15, that we may not judge rafhly
of you. Whoever {peaks thus, feems to
me to demand nothing more than what
1s juft.  And I will endeavour to explain
what 1t 1s, that has got me fuch a name,
and {fo much calumny. Attend then,

and
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and perhaps fome of you will think
I am jefting; but, know afluredly, I will
declare to you all the truth. Verily, O
Athenians, for nothing elie have I got
this name, but for a certain {fort of
wifdom; what wildom ? It may perhaps
be called human * Wildom ; for in this I
appear to be really wile; but thole,
whom I lately mentioned, have perhaps
fomething greater than human wildom,
or fomething that I have not, thall T fay,
for I am not endued with 1t : and if any
one fays I am poficfled of 1t, he {ays i1t
fallely, and to my pre]udlcc But do
not be troubled at 1t, O Athenians, if 1
fcem to lay fomethinﬂ‘ areat to you, for
I will not fay 1t on my own word only,
but I will bring a witnels worthy of
credit. If then I have any w1fdcrn,
fuch as 1t 1s, I bring as a witnefs for it

the Delphian Apollo. You undoubt-
ecly

* Becaufe no one underftood human nature

better than he, which knowledge is preferable
to fcttling the diftance of the planets, and com-

puting the times of their circumvolutions,
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'dly knew ¥ Chzrephon, who was my
companion from my youth, and a friend
to the whole penple of Athens, he 4 un-
derwent the fame banifhment with you,
and together with you returned to the
city. You know very well what{ortof a
man Charephon was, and how warmly
he interefted himfelf in whatever he un-
dertook. He wentonce to F Delphi, and
ventured to confult the oracle. And do
not take ill, my countrymen, what I am
ooing 1o fav, he afked 1if there were any
one wifer than me? The §Pythia an-
{fwered, that there was no one wifer.
And concerning thefe things his brother

will teftify, {ince he himielf 1s dead.
Con-

* The Englith tranflation from Madam Dacier
‘has rendered this pafifage, as if Chxzrephon were
-4hill a live.

+ He means here thofe, who retired from A-
thens to Phyle, a ftrong caftle on the frontiers of
Attica, which they fortified and defended againit
the thirty tyrants, whom the Lacedzemonians
had fet over the city.

t Delphi was a city of Phocis in Greece, and
‘famous tor a temple, where Apollo uttered his
smoft celebrated oracles.

¢ The prieltefs of Apollowas fo called. Porter.
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Confiler then on what account I fay
thefe things, viz. that I may declare to
you from whence this calumny arofe
arramﬁ: me; for when I heard thele
t]mwa, I thought thus with myfels,
what does the oracle {ay ¢ and what can
1t mean ? for I was not confcious to my-
felf of being wife, either more or lefs.
What then can it mean ? when 1t afierts,
that I am the wileft. For certainly 1t
cannot {peak any falfhood, this we may
not believe of the oracle. Thus I was
long in doubt about the meaning of 1t
and at length with much difficulty I
applied my felf to this kind of enquiry.
i went to one of thole, who feem to be
wife; that here, if any where, T might
confute the divination, and fhew by the
oracle, that, that perion was wiler than
me; tho’ you *faid 1 was the wifeft.
While therefore 1 was examining this
inan : (1t 1s not ncceflary te mention his

name, but he was one of the Politicians)
while

* By you I imagine, is mean’t the priefteis.
The Englith tranflation from Madam Dacier has
feft out this Sentence,
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while I was examining, and diiputing
with him, I found the matter to be thus:
O Athemans, I faw that that man feemed
to many otiers to be wife, and efpecially
to himielf, tho’ he was not {o; then 1
cndeavoured to convince him, that he
thought himielt wife, when he was not.
On which account I rendered mylelf
odious to him, and many, wio were pre-
{fent. Therefore as I was going away,
I made this refletion with mvit.,h“ I cer-
tainly am wiier than this man; tor it
appears, that neither of us know any
thing of the beautiful *and good; he
indeed thinks he knows fometlnnfr of 1t,
when he does not; I am then fo fdr
wiler than this man, that 1 do not think
1 know thofe things, which I know not.
After this, I went to another of thole,
who were accounted wifer than him 5 and
upon examining that perfon, I paﬂ"ed the
fame judgement upon him {o I got his
_hatred, and that of many others.

SEC T

* By the beautiful and good, he means virtue
and true wi{dom.

I
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SECTION V.

He fhews what Method he took to confute
their calumnies.

HEN from thefe 1 went afterwards
to others, tho’, being {enfible of
the hatred 1 had ralled againft me, 1
proceeded with'fome fear and concern.
Yet it appeared to me neceflary to prefer
the divine oracle before all things, and to
oo about {till trying tc find out “what the
oracle meant; and in order to this, to
apply to all thofe, who {eemed to know
any thing. And verily, O Athenians,
(for 1 ought to {peak the truth to you)
upon {trict enquiry 1n obedience to the
oracle, I found things much 1n this man-
ner; that thofe, who were moiftapproved
of in the opinions of men, appeared to me
to be very deficient in point of true
wifdom: and that thofe, who were leaft
eftecemed, had moltly the greateft fhare
of real prudence. It is worth while to
relate to you the refearches, and pains
that
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that I teok (like one that works at hard
labour) 1in order to determine the mean-
ing of the Oracle concerning me 1n fuch
2 manner, that 1t might be clear and
tnconteftible.  After going to the Poli-
ticians, 1 went to the l:""(mts the writers
Ol tmg“il s and (_llth)fl"m 1b1(:s * and
others, as ftJ};)pl:}ﬁn'“r myfelf here un-
doubtedly more 1znorant t’m.n 13"1:;_‘,—'.
T:ﬁ.};ing cherclore thof DOCMS Of theirs,
on wiich t*h.,j fecemod to have beltowed
the moit pains, I cnouired nto  ther

-y . om,

fenfe and mieaning, taar at the fame
time I mioht learn {fometning or them.
And I am a(ham{:d to declare thie trurh
Lo you, my countrymen, y et I muit
declare it, and do «fiure you, that almoit
ail thole, who were prefent, ipol'e berter
than them on thofe fubyects, wiich thcy
had written upon. I {oon therciore
percetved this of the Poets, that they aid
not cou‘xpoic their workss fo much by a
(trength of wildom, as by nature and 2

cer-

* Thefe hymns or dithyrambi were performed
in honour of Bacchus with mufick to which ths
chorus danced.



18 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES.
certain kind of infpiration®, like pro-
phets and divineis; for thefe fay many
and excellent things, of which they know
nothing themielves: 1n {fome {uch man-
ner the Poets {feemed to ime to be affeéted.
And morcover they thought themielves
on account of their poetick art, wifer
than the reit of mankind in other things,
tho’ they were not, 1 left them then
with the fame opinion, that I had of the
Politicians.  And laftly; 1 went to the
Artificers, being confcious to mylelf, that
1 knew nothmcr of their trade, as 1 may
fay, butl tnought they were {killed 1n
many and excelient things; nor was 1
deceived 1n this, for they knew things,
wiich I knew not, and {o far they were
wifer than me. But I tound, O Athe-
nians, the belt Artificers to have the fame
tault, which the Poets had; for, becaute
they underftood theiwr own art well, they
imagined they underitood every thing
clie,

* A poet muft have a peculiar gift of nature,
he cannot be made by art alone,
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clie, cven the higheft matters *; and this
error of theirs obfcured that degree of
wildom, which they had.  Whercetore 1if
I was to alk mylclt 1n the place of the
Oracle, which I would chule, to be as 1
am, neither knowing what they know,
nor be ignorant with them, or have both
thefe which they have? 1 would anfwer
myfelf and the Oracle, It is better to be

as [ am-.

* Socrates fays, in the dialogue called the I'irft
Alcibiades, that no onc of any trade or profeflhion
1s a wife man by his art only, and he proves this
again 1 the Second Alcibiades.

1 Socrates had a learned 1gnorance that knows

: t{elf.

C 2 SECT-
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SECTION VI.

He fhews firom whence he raifcd (he eninily
of many againft hin.

ROM this enquiry, O Athenians,

arofe many bitter and grievous en-
mitics againft me, from whence many
calumnies cnfued; however I got the
name of being a wife man, becaufe thefe,
who were prefent, thought I muft the-
roughly underftand thofe things, con-
cerning which I could confute others.
But it 2 appears, O Athenians, that God
only 1s truly Wlfe and this "1s what he
would fhew by this Oracle, viz. that
human wifdom is to be efteemed as little
or nothing; and he feems for this pur-
pole to mention Socrates, ufling my
name as an cxample; as if he {hould
{fay, he, O ye people, 1s the wifeft, who,
like Socmtes, knows that his w1idom 1S
really nothing worth. 1 f{till go about
therefore, 1in “obedience to the Oracle,
making diligent enquiry, and qpplymo-

myfelf
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myfclf to every one, whether citizen or
foreiener, whom 1 thmk to be wile, and
if 1 find 111 11 otherwife, 1in concurrence
with the Cracle 1 prove him not to be fo.
And on account of this conftant en-
cacement, I am not able to do any
thing worth mentioning, cither in pub-
hek  affairs, or 1 my own private
concerns, but am 1n extreme poverty for
the ervice of God*. Moreover, the
youtrhs, who follow me of therr own
accord, having affluent fortunes and
leifure, tale a pleaiure 1 hearing me
confute the reft of mankina, and oftt. I
imitate me  afterwards In examining
others; and by this means, I believe,
they tmd no imall number of men, wio
think they know 1onmth1ng, when they
know littie or nothing; on this account
therefore, thofe, wio are examined by
them, are angry at me, not at them,
and {2y, there 1s one Socrates, a molt
infamous man, who corrupts the youtn ;
and 1t any onc afks them, by dolngl

01C

* Socrates means the pains he took to fhew,
that man’s wildom is nothing worth,

C 3
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and teaching what? they are at a lofs,
and fhew themfelves ignorant; and left
they {hould be quite deftitute of matter,
they fly to thote objcections, which are
commonly made to Philotophers, and
{fay, that he {fearches into what pafies
in the heavens, and the bowels of the
carth, believes not the oods, and can
make a bad caufe, a r"rood one; they
wilfully, 1 think, omit “the true l‘ulfon
that they are angry at being expefed for
pretending to know, what they do not
know: {o being, 1 {fuppole, an ambitious,
violent, and Lune party, they bave, as 1t
were, by a kind of conipiracy, Jomcd
their powers of Rhetorick to perfuade
and prejudice you againft me, both
formerly and now, by ‘bitter calumies s
and to thefe h:,we added themiclves,
Melitus, and Anytus, and Liycon; Me-
litus 1s incenfed again{t me m behalf of
the Poets;, Anytus for the Aruficers,
and Politicians: and lLLycon on account
of the Orators. Wherctore, as I {aid ar
the firtt, 1 fhould wonder, if 1 could
alter vour opinicn founded on fuch, and
{o great calumnies, in {o fhort a ume.
‘Thele
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23
Theie things, O Athenians, whic! 1 |
have delivered 1o you, are truc, nciihev
have 1% omitted any thing, or concealc ed
any thing from you, cither more or leis,
tho” 1 pretty weil knew, that by dring
this I thould bring a greater odium unon
mes; and this 15 a fign, that what T have
fpoke to you 1s true, and that the
calumny and accufation againit me 1s as
I have told you: and if now, or at any
other time, you enquire 1nto theie
things, you will find them to be exallly
{o. Concunmg therefore thole thlngw,
which my firit accufers laid to my
charge, let this be a lufcient Apolooy
to you.

* He made his defence with fo much fisanli
city, that he {poke rather lilke an accufer than o
_]_thﬁnt;r

C 4 > 1l C T
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and teaching what? thc,y are at a lofs,
and fhew themfelves ignorant; and left
they {hould be quite deftitute of Lateer,
they fly to thole objections, which are
commonly made to FPhilofophers, and
fay, that he {earches 1nto what pafies
in the heavens, and the bowels of the
carth, bdlevcs not the gods, and can
mfake a bad caule, a f‘rood one; they
wilfully, I think, omit “the true ~cafon,
that they are angry at being expeled for
pretending to Lnow, what they do not
know : {o being, I {uppole, an ambitious,
violent, and Lll‘O“G‘ party, they have, as 1t
Were, by a kind of conipiracy, ]omed
their powers of Rhetorick to perfuade
and prejuaice you again{t me, both
formerly and now, by bitter calumnies
and to thefe have added themielves,
Melitus, and Anytus, and Lycon; DMe-
litus 18 incenfed againft me in behalf of
the Poets; Anytus for the Aruhcers,

and Politicians: and IL.ycon on account
of the Qrators. Wheretore, as T {fuid at
the firft, I fhould wonder, if 1T could
alter your opinion founded on {uch, and
{o great calumnics, 1 o fhort a nme.

Thele
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Thele things, O Athenians, which [
have delivered to you, are true, ncither
yOu, 3
have 1* omitted any thine, or conceaicd
.}'] =?

any thing from you, cither more or leis,
tho’ I pretty weil knew, that by d~ing
this I thould bring a greater odiur upon
me; and this 1s a {ign, that what T have
{fpoke to vou 1s true, and that the
P y > .
calumny and accufation againft me 1s as
I have told you: and 1 now, or at any
other time, you enquire 1nto thele
things, you will find them to be exallly
fo. Concerning therefore thaole things,
which my firit accufers lud o my
haroe, let this be a fufficic A nology
charge, let this be a fufmicient Avpolog,
to you.

* He made his defence with fo miuch fimnli-
city, that he {poke rather lilie an accufer than o
prifoner.

C 4 o jl C -
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SECTION VIL

Poffiug to his latter accrfers, Anytus aid
Melitus, who bring hii new (o a tiial,
hiz fhews againft tie forimer part rf.-.“{.
libel, that Melitus ne "/zr;‘f carcd for, nor
undeiftood the cducation of youth.

Will endeavour next to anfwc h{:
worthy Metitus, and  (as he calls
h'"nﬁ]f) a lover of his courn 1Ly, Nl the
reft of miy accufers,  And ::1_:;}11:, as Ui
aretrefhacculers, Imult ree
10N they made UPoOn oain; and1f was near-
Iy thus. e Sperates as anpiitly, corrunt-
ing the youth, and not hou_mlg the fame
cods, as the city docs, but other new
demoens”. Such 1s tite accufation, md
I will examine cvuy part of 1t Elc
fays then, that I act unjulily Oy corrupi-
mmg the yout.h I fay on the other hand,
O !‘Uhcmum, that Iviclitus acts un]uﬂly,
becauie he purpolely trifles, too rafhly

bringing men into judgement, pretend.
ing
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ing to be very anxious about, and to
talle care of thole things, which he
never had the leaft 1eo~1u1 for. And
that this 1s {fo, 1 will endeavour to {hew
yeu., €Ceme then, Melitus! tell me,
have you taken the greateft care, that the
youth Tould be made better? Melitus.

Y have. Socrates. Inform us  chen
who makes them better ? for certainly
vou muic know who it 1s, {ince you take
(O much care about it.  For fnding me,
18 you fay, a corrupter of tiem, you
brmf‘“ me bcfﬁr“ tie judecs, and accuic
me to them. Lomu then, inform us,

vho malies the vouth better, fhaw s
WO <15, %Y ag, youaie fiient, Micehitus
yOu ice you have npothing to fay.  But
dovs nor this appear fameiul o you?
and ﬁ"f:r::n“;'; prove what 4 J"d th:«.‘a'
you have taken no care aboutit. But
tell ue, oood Sir, wiho muares them

ol S ?

better ? Mel, The laws.  Soc. I do not
afle thar, worthy Sir, I afk who 1s 1t
knows this Sl neccflary itep, the laws o
I/lel, "Thede ju ‘:jﬁ:.:*, Socrates! Soc. What
do you :E-‘iy: then Delivus? that theie
judges can mitrudt the youth, and make

them
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them better? Mel. They can. Soc.
What all the judges? or that fome can,
and {fome can not? Mel. They all
can. Soc. You f{peak well by Juno,
and menton a fine number of thofe,
who prefit the youth, But what? can
this audience malke them better? or can
it not ¢ Mel. Yes 1t can. Soc. Do
the Scenators too?  Mel. Yes the Scena-
tors. Soc. Butr, Mclitus, do not thole
who harangouce 11 the publick aflemblies
corrupt the youth? or do thele aill make
them better? Mol Yes all.  Soc. All,
1t feceme, O Athenians, make them w(.,od
and (f‘hu&“tl]t, G}LCLpt me, 1 alone cor-
runt them., 1o you iday tnis?  Mel
Yes I do, and that heartly too. Soc.
You condemn me very unfortunately.
Aniwer me this? Do you think it the
fame with regard to horles? Do all men
make them better, and that there is only
one who Ipoils them? or is it not quite
the contrary, that there i1s but one who
is able to make them better? or are
there not very few good jockeys, but a
grcat many, who, if they meddle with

them, and ule them, {poil them ? Is not
this
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this true, Melitus, both of hor{es, and of
all other anumals? enurely fo, whether
vou and Anytus do, or do not allow it,
The young men have certainly a pecu-
liar lmpgm {s, 1if cneonly corrupts them,

and all others 1mmprove them. But,
Ivielitus, you iufﬁcumly declare, that
you had no regard for the youth, and
plainly fhew your carclefinels, and that
you have not well confidered the thines,
which you accuied me of.

SECTION Vi

l7e fliccos favther thiat Melitis vegarded not
* Lhe iinfiruétion of youth.

ESIDES, T conjureyou hy Jupiter,
Mehitus ! tell us, 15 1t better to hve
amongit good citizens, or bad oncs?
aniwer me, my friend, for 1t 1s not a
difficuit queftion. Do not the bad
always produce evil to thofe, that are
mofit converfant with them, but the good
PIo-
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promote the good of others? DNMel,

Undoubtedly they do. Soc. Is there
any one then, that had rather be hure
than prefited by thofe he lives amongit?
anfwer me, good Sir! for the law en-
joins you to aniweir; 1s there any one,
that had rather be hurt?  Nel, None
certainly.  Soc. Well then; do you

bring me hither as Lf‘rr'._"ht.ﬂrr the youth
i I B . .‘if. - TY 'il ¥ 1 r P "" ,:.] ¥ _;"" , 1,,‘..,:
\Vlll]n% 'y'r OCr unw ll 1 . (_ oAy Voit-

4

(v

lingly. Soc. What then, Melitus, areyou,
who are but young, {o much witer than
me an cld man, as to know theroughiy.
that the bad always produce evil to thofe

they arce much cenverfantg  aimoengll,

white the pool Prem the gnod i
otaers 2 and am 1 in fuch a ltote or
dotagz, as not to knovw even this, thatif
I make ¢ any of mv acouaintnce bad, I
run the rifque of {ufic: u‘zg ome evi foom
him? and do I bring this fo great a

evil upon myiclf w{ ?glyf’ Qs you are

pleafed to fay. I don’t telieve a word of
it, Melitus, nor do taink any body
eile does. I e:ther then do not corrupt
the youth, or it I do, I do 1t uns ,11}
ly s {o that beth ways vou {peais o foll-

I hood,

I -7 -
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hood. And 1if I corrupt them unwil-

Iingly ¥, the law does not punifh i"uch
11‘*'»7011.11“1!:.«.11)7 fauits, but privately teach
and admonifhes for them. For ic i_r.;

manifeft, if I was better informed, 1
fheuld leave off doing that, which I did
nvoluntarily.  But you avoid, and are
vnwitlin -, to teach me 1n a friendly
manner, and inform me bettery; and
bring me hither into judement, where
the law brings only thofe, who are wor-
thy of plnlﬂlment not tnoig, WO want
31‘1f01‘1‘11..-u(}*1. And now this, O Atheni-
ans, proves planly what 1 faid, that
Melitus rezarded the inftruction of youth
neither more nor lefs.

* They who run 1iNtO Cryors unwntmnly, fhall
not be arraigned in the publick court, but feme
adhortatory Teflons of their duty arc to be pri—
vairly inculeated.  Potter, 1. 1. ¢, 26.

S It CT-
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SECT1ION IX,

Floww in the other part of the libel Melitus

plaiily alferts, that Socrates 15 ai
Atherft.

OWEVILIR, tell us, Melitus, in
A, what manner you ainrm, -that I
corrupt the youth. Is 1t as you have
written 16 yeur accufation, that 1 do it
by tezching them not to hold the {fame
f‘rods as the city does, but other new
Jazmons ? do you fay this that 1t 1s by
teaching, that 1 corrupt the youth?
Mel. 1 affirm 1t heartily, that it 15 by
teaching., Scc. By thole gods, O Me-
jitus, about whom we are now difcouri-
ingz, I conjure you to explain yourfelf
more fully to me, and to thofe who are
prefent. For 1 don’t thoroughly know,
whether you fay, I teach the youth to
iold that there are fome gods, (and 1f I
think there are gods, then I am not alto-
aether an Athelf’c nor in this do 1 act
Ulk-
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unjuftly) though I do not teach them
the fame gods, as tihe city does, but
others : I don’t know, 1 {ay, whetiier you
accufe me of introducing other oods, or
whether you fay, that I myfelt alcogether
deny the gods, and teach others to do
the fame.  Mel. 1 {ay that you altoge-
ther deny the gods,  Soc. O unaccoun-
rable Melitus! why do you fay io? Do
I not think the {fun and nioon to be gods¥*,
as other mende? Mell By Jupiter, he
docs not, O judges! for he {ays, that
the {fun 1s a {tone, and the moon a kind
or -i-earth.  Soc. you think, friend Me-
litus, vou are acculing Anaxagoras, and
pay but hittle refpect to theie men by
juppofing them fo void of learning, as

not to lknow that Anaxagoras’s boolc

of

e

* Thofe Greelk Philofophers, who bclieved in
the fupreme God, did yet pay divine worfhip to
other fubordinate deities. Grotius on the Truth
of the Chriftian Religion.

1 The moon has been called by fome a ter-
reftrial ftar, and by others an olympian, or

celeftial earth. Plutarch’s Liife of Theleus.
) |
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of Clazomens is full of fuch * opinions.

And do the youths learn thefe things of
me ? which- they have bought perhaps
fome time {ince for a- Drachma in the
Orcheftra, and may laugh at Socrates,
if he pretends them to be his own,
cipecially as they are {o abfurd. But i
conjure you by Jupiter, do you mmagine
that I think there 15 no God? Mel
None by Jupiter, not any at all.  Scc.
MWhat you {fay, WMechitas, 1s not to be
believed, and, as it {eems to me, even by
yourfelf.  For this man, O Athenians,
appears to me to be quite injurious and
wnfoicnt, and to have drawn up his
accuiztion with a contumelious and un-
experienced rafhnels: for he feems to
have {aid to himielf, 1’1l put toocther a
kind of nddle, to try whether Socrates
the wile man can perceive that I am

| plea-

il

* Anaxagoras of Clazomenz in Tonia beld
that the flars are of a ftony {fubftance, and heavy,
and that the light they give is the cffelt of the
adlion ofthe /Ether. Plutarch’s Lifecef Lyfander.

+ 74 %
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‘pleafantly cavelling and jefting, and fay-
1ng things contrary to myfelf, and
‘whether I fhall dececive him, and thofe,
who hear me. For he appears to me to
{ay things direltly oppofite to himielf in
the very words of the accufation, as if

he fhould {ay, Socrates acts unjuitly, not
‘thinking there are gods, and at the fame

time thinking there are gods, and 1n this
manner we find him jefting and trifling,

SECTION X,

The charge of his being an Atheift Socrates
proves to be falle and contradifiory,
becaufe no one can think there are
inferior gods, 1. e. children of gods, who
does not alfo think there are gods.

OBSERVE my countrymen, on
what grounds he {fays thefe things;

and do you “anfwer me, Melitus! But do

not ye (as I intreated you at the begin-
D ning_}
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ning) be troubled at it, if I make ufe of
my ufual manner of {peaking. Is there
any one, Melitus, who thinks there are
works of men, and at the {fame time
thinks there are no men? let him anfwer
me, my countrymen, without perplexing
himfelt fometimes. with one thing, and
fometimes. with. another. Does any.
one think, that there are no horfes, and
yet that there are things relating to
horfes ? that there are no.muficians, and
yet things belonging to mufick ¢ There
1s not any one, worthy Sir! that thinks
fo. If you will not anfwer, 1 will make:
the reply myfelf to you, and to. thofe,
who are prefent. You may at leaft
anfiwer to this, which 1s more- to the
purpofe; is there any one, who thinks
there are operations of demons, and no
fuch dezmons? Mel. There is not.
Soc. How f{lowly it comes from youl
tho’ truth forces you to anfwer, ‘There-
fore don’t you {ay, that I think and
teach there are damons, whether they
be new ones, or old ones? for that I
think there are operations of {fuch de-
mons, you yourlelves have confeffedci
and.
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and I am ready to make oath of this in
my an{wer. Butif I allow their opera-
tions, I muft needs think there are {uch
demons, i1s it not fo? it i1s {fo un-
doubtedly ; for I fuppofe you acknow-
ledging i1t, as you make no anfwer.
Now do we not think demons to be
gods, or the children * of gods? do you
jay {fo, or not? Mel. We do. Soc.
Does 1t not, if 1 think there are demons,
as you allow, and thofle dxmons are a
kind of gods, does it not follow, as I
faid, that you propofe a fort of riddle,
and ludicroufly {ay, that I believe there
are no gods, again that I think there are
gods, fince 1 think there are deemons?
and if again de=mons are a {fort of {puri-
ous children of gods (whether of

+ nymphs, or of any others, as they are
faid

* Plato in his tenth book of Laws, Tom. z.
maintains an infinite number of damons, or
angels, whom the ancients looked upon as infe-
rior c¢ods, and children of the {upreme God.

+ The pcople had an opinion that demons
owed their generation to a correfpondence of the
gods with the nymphs, who prefided over waters,
and were the goddefles of woods and mountains.

D 2
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faid to be) what man can think there are
ghildren of gods, and yet no gods? It
would be jult as abfurd, as if any one
fthould think, that mules are the young
of horfes and affes, and yet that there
are no horles or affes. But, Melitus,
you {eem without doubt to have drawn
up your accufation- with this intent, to
make trial of my ingenuity, or becaufe
you have no real crime to alledge againit
me. And how can you perfuade any
one that has the leaft underftanding, that
the fame man can think there are opera-
tions of deemons, and divine things, and
again that the fame man fhall think
there are neither d®mons, nor gods, nor
heroes *» Fhis can be proved no other
way. So then, © Athemans, to- thew -
that I have not ofiended according to
Melitus’s accuiation, there needs, 1
think, no farther Apology, but thoile
things, which I have faid, are {ufficient..

SECT-
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SECTION XL

e fhews why he undertook fo dangerous «
courfe of life, becaufe God had appointed
him to form the Athenians to probity and
honefty, which poft he would not forfake
upon any -condition.

WI—I AT I {aid then from the firft

you dee to be true, that there is

much hatred raifed againit me amongft
many, and this 1s what will cut me off,
¥ T am cut off, not Melitus, nor Anytus,
but the calumny and envy of many,
which has before killed many other good
men, and, I think, will ft1ll do {o; for it
1s no wonder, if it does not {top at me,
But perhaps fome one may alk me, are
you not.afhamed, Socrates, to beengag.-
ed in fuch a way of life, as makes you
conftantly in danger of being put to
death? And to this I would return this
jult anfwer; you don’t fay well, my
friend, if you efteem life or death {o
highly, either of which is of {imall confe-
D 3 quence ;
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quence ; and do not rather confider,
whether what you do is juft or unjufit,
or whether you alt as a good or bad
man. Otherwife, according to your ac-
count, thofe Demi-gods, who fell ag
Troy, acted wrong ; and among others,
Achilles himielf, who fo much defpifed
danger, rather than undergo any thing
infamous, that when his goddefs-mother
ipoke to him haftening to kill Hector,
nearly (as I think) in thefe words: O
fon! if you fhould revenge the death of
your iriend Patroclus by killing Hector,
you yourfelf muit thortly die¥, for, fays
ithe, the {ame fate with Hector awaits
you. When he heard this, he lefs re-
garded death and danger, than to lead an
infamous life without revenging his
friend ; and immediately anfwered, That
he had rather die by punifhing an ene-
my, than lead an inglorious life amongft
the+ crefted fhips, and be a ufelefs bur-

den

* 11. 18, v. g6.

+ The ornaments wherewith the prows of the
Grecian fhips were beautified, refembled either
hglmets, or living creatures.  Potter, 1. 3. ¢. 15,
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den upon the earth. Now do you think
that he minded death and danger? and
fo truly it 1s, O Athenians, whether a
perfon has chofen a poft himielf, think-

ing it the beft, or 1s placed in 1t by a
{fuperior, in that, I think, he ought tc

remain, minding neither death, nor

danger, nor any thing elfe, fo much as
committing any thing bafe. And 1 my-

{felf, O Athenians, fhould have alted

very wrong, if, after I kept the ftation,
which the governors appointed me,
whom you det over me, both in * Poti-
dzea, and in Amphipolis, and 1n 4 Deli-
um, as others did, 1 fhould now, thro’
fear of death, or for any other caule,
defert the poit, in which God placed me
(as I imagined and thought he did) te
philofophize}, and to examine mylelf
+ and

* In this expedition Soqcrates preferved his
friend Alcibiades, who was wounded. Pluatarch’s
Life of Alcibiades. -

+ At this battle Alcibiades preferved Socrates.
1bid.

1 It was Socrates’s ufual manner to take every

occafion of philofophizing upon {fome ufeful
;fubjf':&-

D 4
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and others. That would have been a hei-
nous fault, and any one might then have
juitly brought me before this tribunal,
as not bt,]lf:VlI]D' the gods, difobeying the
Oracle, {feari mcr death, and thinking
my felf a wife man, when I was not.
For to fear death, my countrymen, is
nothing elfe than feeming to be wile,
when one is not, for it 1s {feeming to
know, what one does not know. For
nobody knows death, nor whether it may
be the chiefeit good, that can happen to
man; but men fear it, as if they really
knew it to be one of the worft of evils.
And 1s not this a ridiculous ‘ignorance,
for a man to think he knows, what he
does not know. And in this perhaps,
my countrymen, . differ from many
other men; and if I fhould fay I am
wifer in any thing, 1t would be in this,
that not {ufficiently knowing the invifi-
ble ftate, I accordingly acknowledﬂe,
that I do not know it. But to do
injuftice, and difobey fuperiors, whether
God or man, this I know to be evil and
bafe. Therefore I will not fear and fly
from thofe things, which 1 don’t know

whe-
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whether they be good or not, {ooner than
thofe, which I know to be evil. Where-
fore if vou would even now acquit me
(not giving credit to Anytus, who fays,
that I fhould either not have been
brought to a trial at firft, or if T was
brought there, fhould by all means be
condemned, telling you, that it I was
acquitted, your fons would follow the
difcipline of Socrates, and be entirely
corrupted) if you would fay thus to me,
Socrates, we do not regard Anytus, but
acquit you upon this condition, that you
do not {pend your time in examinations,
and Philofophy, and it we catch you ftill
doing this, you fhall die. If therefore,
as I faid, you would acquit me upon
thefe condirions, I would antwer you, O
Athenians, I have a great regard and
affection for you, but I muit obey * God
rather than you. And as long as I live,

and

* There is in this a brave refolution to do his
duty in the utmoit danger, much like that noble
declaration of the apollles before the corrupt
tulers of the Jews. Ads v. 29, We ought to
obey God rather than men.
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and am able, I fhall not ceafe to philofo-
phize, exhorting and teaching every one
of you, whom 1 fhall meet, as I ufed to
do, in the following manner: What?
good Sir! you who are an Athenian,
a citizen of the largeft and moft famous
city, for wifdom and power, do you not
blufh to beftow fo much pains to abound
in riches *; and glory, and honour? but
to have prudence and truth, and the
beft _habits of mind, you neither think
of, nor regard; and if any of you con-
tend with me, and f{ay, that you do
regard them, 1 will not prefently let that
man go, nor quit him, but will interro-
gate, examine, and confute him. And
if he appears to me not to poflefs virtue,
but to fay that he does, I will reprove
him, becaufe he lightly efteems thofe
things, which are of the greateft value,
and makes much of thofe, which are no-
thing worth. This I will do to young and
old, whomfoee rI meet, whetherforeigner

or

* Earthly treafures are trifling, when compared
with the value of a pious and well-difciplined
smind, ]
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or citizen, but chiefly to citizens, as you
are more nearly related to me; for this,
you well know, God commands. And
I think no greater good could have
haprened to us in the city, than this my
afliduity in the fervice of God. For I
co about doing nothing elfe than per-
fuading you, beth young and old, not to
regard your bodles, nor your money
more, nor any other thing fo much, as
your mind, that it may excel; faying,
that virtue {prings not from wealth, but
wealth from virtue, and all other good
things ari{fe from. hence to men, both
publick and private. If indeed by
teaching thefe things 1 could corrupt the
youth, they would then be hurtful.
And if any one fays, I teach any thing
elfe, he fays nothing to the purpofe.
And I muft confefs, that for the {ake of
thefe things, O Athenians, whether you
believe Anytus; or not, ar whether you
acquit' me, or not, 1 fhall do nothing
elfe, tho’ I were to die for it many times.

SEC T-
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SECTION XIL

That the Athenians by cordemning him to
death would hurt theifelves rather tha

f1i12.

. not trouble i, O Athenians, but as

I intreated you at the beginning,
hear me patlently’ tor, 1 think 1t - will be
for your advantage ro hear me, T will
therefore relate to you fome other things,
at which perhaps voun may raile a cla-
mour, but by no micans do this; it you
kil me bemrr fuch a one as 1 tdl youl,
know affuu.dly., yvou will not hurt me
fo much as youricives; for neither Meli-
tus, nor Anytus, {hall hurt me, becaufe
they cannot; fince, I think, it is not
perm1tted that a cood man fhould be

hurt by a bad one, yc_t he may kill ¥ him
per-

* How agrecable is this to what we find record-
ed 1n the word of Truth! 8St. Matt., x. 2Se
Fear not them which lkill the body, &e.
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perhaps, or banifh him, or take from
him the * freedom of the city, and this
he and fome others may think very great
cvilsy; but I do not think lo, but that
that 1s much worfe, which this man
does, to endeavour to iilla man unjuitly,
Wherefore, O Athentans, 1 have not {o
much occafion to malke an Apology tor
myielf (tho’ fome may {fuppole 1t) as for
you, lelt, condemning me, you fhould
offend ac.:..mﬂ: that of _"ICL which God has
incrufted yvou with. ifor if you kill me,
you will not ezfily find fuch another
actually given by God ro the city, which
pcrh*&pa it may be odd to {ay 1t) may
be compared to a large and genercus
horle, that on account “of his fize and
weight reeds {purs; fuch a one God
feems to have raifed u D to the city 1n me,
fince I ceafe not all the day to {top you
every where, exhorung, perfuading, and
CProving €very one of yous; and you
wont eafily get fuch another, O Atheni-
ans, therefore if you be lieve this; you

will

* This is the fenfe in which the Oxford Editor
anderflands this paflage.
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will acquit me. But you perhaps will
be out of temper, as perfons awaked out

of fleep, and, perfuaded by Anytus, will
kill me; 1if {fo, you will {leep on the reft
of your days, unlefs God looking upon
you {end fome one elfe to you. That1
have been fuch a one given to the city
by God, you may from hence perceive,
for 1t {feems to be {fomething more than
human, that I have neﬂle&ed every
thing of my own, and continued fo many
years in this nﬂnl1cence of my affairs,
always intent upon your good, perfuad-
Ing every one, as a fathcr, or an elder
brother, to have a regard {or virtue ; and
if T had reapecl fome fruits from thlS,
and had received a reward, there would
have appeared {ome human reafon for
my doing {o : but now you fee, that thefe

my accufers, who fo thamefully heaped
up fo many thmws againit me, had not

the front to 'ﬂledcre, and bring witnefles
to prove that [ ever 1equ1red or {ought
for any reward ; of this, I think, I bring

a {ufhicient Wltncfs, my poverty.

SECT.
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SECTION XIII.

That ke led a private life, and never en-
gaged in publick affairs, he afcribes to his
divine Monitor. |

UT perhaps 1t may be thought
| abfurd, that I fhould be {o bufy and
anxious In golng about privately to
confult the good of every one fingly, and
{hould never have the courage to appear
in the publick aflemblies to promote the
good of the city in general. Now the
reafon of this you have often heard me
declare, viz. that I had fomething divine
and {piritual, a voice * prefent with me,,
which Melitus makes a jeft of in his

ac-

* This good genius, or guardian' angel of
Socrates always warncd him of approaching
dangers, and taught him to avoid them; it re-
firained and controuled his own inchnations, and
enabled him to divert his friends from any wrong-
ftep or defign,

2
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accufation; but this voice* has been
with me from my childhood; and its
manner was, to reftrain me in what I was
about to qo, but it never urged me on
to aftion. And this i1s 1t, which pre-
vented me from engaging in publick
affairs, and it {feemed to refift me very
rightly. For, be you well aflured, O
Athenians, that if I had applied myfelf
to publick bufinefs, 1 had perifhed long
ago, and fhould not have been of the
leaft {fervice to you, or to mylfelf., Do
not, I befeech you, be angry at my fay-
ing the truth; no one can be long {afe,
who honeitly oppofes your, or any other
common wealth, and hinders them from
many unjult and iniquitous practices.
It is ncccilary therctore, that he, who
really contends for what 1s juft, and
would be cver {o thort a time 1n fafety,
muft live privately, and not meddle with
publiclk concerns.

i

* Chalcidius the Platonift relates an affertion
of Heraclitus, that fuch as deferved it, were
forewarned by the inftruéion of the divine
power. Notes upon Grotius on the Truth of

the Chriftian Religien,
SECT-
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SECTION XIV.

That he valued juflice above all things, he
Shews by feveral of his aélions.

S a farther proof of what I fay, I
will bring you (what you mmuch
regard) not words, but facts; hear what
happened to me, that you may perceive
I never yielded to any one beyond juft
bounds for fear of death, and by not
yielding I had nearly been cut off more
than once. 1 will declare to you fome
things, which indeed are difagreeable,
yet relate to your councils, and are
founded on truth. 1 never alted, O
Athenians, in the city as a magiftrate,
only as a® Senator. It happened that

my Antiochian tribe prefided, when you
con-

* Each of the ten tribes of Athens, into which
the people were divided, elefted, every year, out
of their own body, fifty fenators by lot, which

compofed the council of the five hundred.

K
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condemned promifcuoufly the ten Gene-
rals of the army, who took not up thofe
that were flain in the * fea-figlit, unjuftly
indeed, as appeared to all of you after-
ward. I only of the {enators, who
prefided, refifted your acting againft the
laws, and voted contrary to you. At
which time, when the Orators were
ready to accufe me, and bring me to
a trial, and ycu yourfelves joined them
with great clamour, I thought I had
better run any hazard for the fake of
law and juitice, than, being terrified by
death or imprifonment, decree with you
things that were unjuft. Thefe tranf-
actions were done while the city was
under a popular government. Again,

after that the power was lodged in the
hands

* At the ifles of Arginufze, two or three little
iflands adjoining to the Lefler Afiay where a battle
was fought againft the Lacedemonians under the
Archonfhip of Callias. The Athenian generals,
who obtained the viftory, were {eantenced to dic,

Becaufe they had not buried the dead. Plutarch’s
Life of Pericles,
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hands of a few; the thirty* -tyrants,
lending for me with four others to the
1 Tholus, commanded me to bring
L.con the Salaminian from } Salamin,
that he might be put to death; and
many f{uch like thirgs they ordered to
{everal others at the fame time, wanting
them to be involved 1n their crimes,
T'hen I again {hewed not by words only,
but in reality, that I had not (if it 1s not
unhandiome to {ay .it) the leaft concern
about death : but this was my chief care,
that I might not do any thing unjuit or
impious.  And that dreadful, tyrannick
power, was never able to make me act
unjuftly. For when we came from the
T holus, the other four went to Salamin,
and brought L.eon ; but 1 returned home :
and prebably they had killed me for

this,

* The thirty tyrants were cfiablithed at Athens
by Lyf{ander, a General of the Lacedamonians,
about the firft year of the g4th Olympiad, and
40z years before the birth of Chritt.

+ The Tholus was a fort of clerk’s ofhce, where
the {enators dined. Madam Dacier.

1 Salamin was an 1fland in the Saronick Bay,
oppefite the fhore of Attica. ‘

I 2
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this, had not their power been fhortly
atter diffolved; and of thefe things you
have many witnefies. Do you think
then I could have lived {fo many years,
if I had engaged in publick affairs, and
acted as became a good man? could 1
have {tood up for ]uﬁlce, and as 1 ought,
have preferred this above all things? I
could not, O Athenians, nor any “other
marn living! but thro’ my whole life, 1f ‘I
did any thing in publick, 1 behaved
mylelf in this manner, and in private too
I never yielded to any one beyond juft
bounds, neither to others, nor to any of
thofe, whom my accuiers call my difci-
ples,but I neverwas a {tipendiary teacher
to any man. Indeed 1f any one.delired
to hear me difcourfling and handling
things relating to my own opinions, =1
never denied him, whether younger, or
elder. 1 never was the man, who dif-
puted when I had a reward, and was
filent when I had none. But I put my

¥ queltions equally to rich and peor, and
1f

* This method was a very good one, becaunfe
if the perfon to whom the queftion was put, af-
firmed what was advanced to be true, he muft be
convinced. :
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if any one had 2 mind to make a reply,
he heard what 1 had to fay; and ththtr
any of thole were made good by it or
not, I cannot juftiy bear the blame,
becaufe I neither promifed nor taught
any pdl“'lCLl].ﬂI‘ doétrine to .any one.
And il any perfon fays, that he either
lcarned or heard any thing fromm me
privately, which I did not make common
to all others, know affuredly, he 1}1(:.,11«:3

not the trunh.

* Socrates thought, that a perfon might, only

by afking a man quc:ﬁions, without teachmg him
any thino at all direfly, caufe him to exprefs in
his anfwers true and exact determinations con-

cerning matters of right and wrong.

Cn

I« C T-



54. APOLOGY OF SOCRATES;

SECTION XV,

FUEy the yomths fought his company, wlomn
he never corrupted.

-UT you have heard, O Athenians,
on what account fome delighted to
fpend much of their time 1n my compa-
ny; I declared nothing but the truth to
you, when I faid, that men-took-pleafure
in hearing thofe confuted, who thought
themielves to be wile, when they were
not ; tor it was not an unpleafant thing :
and this, as I {faid, was enjoined me from:
God himfelf by Oracles, dreams, and
every other method, which the divine
will has appointed to make 1tfelf known
to- man. Thele things, O Athenians,
are true, and eafily to be proved. For if
I corrupt fome of the youths now, and
have corrupted fome before, it muft of

neceflity be, that cither thofe, who are
SrOwWR
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~rown old, knowing that I advifed them
to their Imrt when they were young,

would rife up c10'..11n{’c me, accuic me of 1t,
and demand that I thould be puntfhed
or if they were unwilling, fome of their
lkindred, fathers, brothers, or other near
relations, it their friends had actually {uf-
fered any detriment from me, would new
remember 1, and exact a punifhment tor
it. And a great-many of them are here;
i fee, firlt, Crito my cotemporary, and of
the fame Town * with mylelf, the father
of this Critobulus; next, Lylanias the
Sphecian, the father of this Azichines;
befides there 1s Antipho the Cephifian,
the father of Epigenes; there are yec
others, whole brethren 1 was acquainted
with, Nicoftratus the {fon of Zotidas, the
brother of Theodotus; Theodorus him-
{elf indeed 1s dead, {o that he docs not
want his brother’s affiftance ; here 1s Pa-
ralus the {on of- Demodocus, brother to
T'heages 3 Adimantus the {on of Anifto,
and brother to Plato; laftly ]Eantldoms,

bro-

* The city of Athens was compofed of feveral
towns or burroughs.

E 4



56 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES,

brother to * Apollodorus; and I could
mention many others, fome one of whom
Melitus ought to have produced as a
witnefs 1n his accufation; but if he for-
got, let him now bring him (I give him
full leave) and let him tell us it he has
fuch a one. But you will find it quite
the contrary, my countrymen; for, you
fce, all thofe come readily to my affift-
ance, whofe relations Melitus and Any-
tus pretend, 1 have corrupted and injur-
ed. It is no wonder 1if thofe,” who have
been depraved by me, fhould be willing
to help me ; but for what reafon can their
near kindred older than them, who were
never corrupted by me, {peak in my
behalt, except for the true and juft one?
that they know Mehtus {peaks a falf-
hood, and that I {peak the truth. Well
then, my countrymen, what I have to fay
in my defence are nearly thefe things,
and others of a like fort.

* What Madam Dacier fays here of Apolio-
dorus, is told alfo of Xantippe the wife of Socra-
tes, who, after he was condemned, faid to him,
alas you are condemned unjuftly! What would

you then, fays he, have had me juftly condemned ¢

SECT-
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SECTION XVI.

Why he made not ufe of the common art of
mOVIng compalfion.

PERHAPS fome of you may be
troubled, recolle¢ting what was his
own accuftomed manner, that when he
had a caufe of much lefs confequence
depending, he ufed to intreat and fup-
plicate the judges with many tears,
bringing his children before them, and
many other relations and friends, in order
to move their compaffion: but 1 will
have recourfe to none of thefe things,
tho’ 1 am, as I think, in extreme danger.
Some one then taking notice of this,
may be more highly provoked, and 1n
great wrath give -his vote againft me.
And if any of you is of that way of
thinking, I fhall not intreat him, but

fhall calmly addrefs myfelf to him thus;
I
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I have too, good Sir! {ome relations,
for I was born, as Homer {ays, neicher
of an oak nor a rock®, but of men; I
have kindred, O Athenians, I have three
fons, one of whom 1is yet young, the
other two are infants. Yet I fhall bring
none of them here, intreating to be ac-
quitted on their account. Why then
don’t 1 do this? not out of any contu-
macy,. O Athenians, or becaufe T would
treat you with indifference, but whether
I am indifferent as to death, or not, that
1s another queftion. Becaufe I don’t
think 1t for the credit of you and me,
and the whole city; I don’t think it right
that I fhould do {fo, at my time of lite,
and with the reputation that I have ac-
quired, whether juftly or unjuftly ; how-
ever it is a prevailing opinion, that Sc-
crates 1n {fome particulars exceis many

others. If therefore thofe amongfit you,
who

* The fenfe of this paflage, Mr. Pope {ays, in
the Odyfley is, you had a father and mother; you
are not, according to the old ftory, defcended
from an oak or arock. There is aifo a fimilar
paflage, lliad 22z, v. 126.

I
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who f{eemed to be eminent for wifdom
or tortitude, or any other virtue, will be
fuch, as I have often {een {fome, (to their
fhame Dbe 1t {poken) when they {tood to
be judged, tho’ they would be thought
fomething worth, they earneftly endea-
voured to mowve the pity of their judges,,
thinking they fhould f{uffer {omething
very grievous, if they departed out of
this life; asif they were immortal, if you
did not kil them. But {fuch {eem to me
to bring a difgrace upon the city, becaufe
1t g1ves forelgners occafion to think, that
thofe, who excel amongft the Athenians
in virtue, and are honoured by them
with magiftracies and offices, are no better
than women. Buat thefe things, O Athe-
nians, as you are invefted with authority,
are improper for you to do, or if we
defired it, to permit us: fhew therefore
this rather, that you much more diap-
prove of him, who makes the eity ridi-
culous by introducing f{uch lamentable
{cenes of compaffion, than him who
waits for his {entence quietly and wath
a manly refignation. Moreover, my
countrymen, {etting afide the credit of
the city, it does not appear to me to be

juit
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juft to {upplicate the judge, and to be
acquitted by intreaties, but to convince
and perfuade ; for the Judgt, IS not ap-
pointed to beftow juftice as a favour, but
to determine according to the law, and
he hath iworn, that he “will not be p'ﬂ‘tlal
to any one,.butj udge as the law requires ;
therefore it does not become us to want
you to forfwear yourlelves, nor you to
be accuftomed to 1t: for ncither of us
would thus act agrecable to religion.
Do not then imagine, O Athenians, that
I ought to do fuch things amongit you,
as I think neither honeft, nor juit, nor
holy 3 and this more particularly, by Ju-
piter, as I am accuied by this Melitus
of impilety to the gods. Trulyif I was
to go on perfuadmrr you, and endeavour
to bias you by intreaties from your cath,

I fhould then teach you to think there
were no gods, and whilft I was making
my defence, thould in reality accufe my-
felf of thinking there were none. But it
1s 1ndeed quite OtherW1fe, for 1 believe
in the gods more than any of my accul-
ers. And Ileave it to you and to God to
determine about me, as {hall be beft for

you and me. - _
S I CT-
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SECTI1ION XVIIL

Socrates being withdirawn a liltle from the
tribunal, and in the inean time condemned
by a majority of [uffrages, is now brought
forth again, that he may propofe, as was
ulvcl, what punifhment he thought him-
Jjef worthy of. He then declaves himfelf
worthy of being maintained at the publick
expence in the Piylancum.

HAT makes me not troubled, O
Athenians, that I am condemned

by you, among many other things, 1s this
in the firft place, that what has happened
to me is no more than 1 expected; 1 ra-
ther wonder at the near equality of votes
on each fide, for I did not think they
would have been {o near, but that there
would have been a much greater differ-
ence; fince it {eems, if three only had
happened otherwife, I had been acquictl-
£cd,
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ted. 1 have got clear of Melitus, T
think, and not only got clear of him,
but 1t is manifeft to every one, that un-
lefs Anytus and IL.ycon had joined him
in accufing me, he muft have * paid a
thoufand drachmas, as not obtaining a
fifth part of the votes. This man thinks
me worthy of death. Well: and what
do I think myfelf worthy of? that I
fhould have according to my deferts;
what fhould I have then? what do I
think I ought to {uffer or pay+? becaule
I have not kept to myfelf, what I learn-
ed in my paflage through life, but have
neglected thofe things, which the world

citeems, riches, ceconomy, power, ha-
ranguing

* If the plaintff failed of having a fifth part
of thc_fuff'rages, he was fined a thoufand drach-

mas, I. e. a hundred crowns. Potter, 1. 1,
C-‘ 2‘3.

+ In cafes where the laws had appointed penal-
ties, a fingle verdit was {ufiicient; but in cafes

where the laws were filent, a fecond fentencewas

required ; and before this fentence was given, it
was afked of the criminal, to what value he
thought his offence amounted. Potgter, 1. 1.

C. 21,
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ranguing the people 1n publick affem-
blies, and other magifterial offices; be-
fides I have avoided thofe confipiracies,
and {editions, which happened in the
city, thinking myielf born for more juft
employments, than to feek my fafety by
fuch matters; 1 did not apply myfelf to
fuch things, which if 1 had, they would
neither have profited you nor me; but 1
fet myfelf to this one thing, that addrefi-
ing myfelf to every oneof you privately,
I might promote, as 1 think, his greateft
intereft, by perfuading every one not to
mind the things that belong to him,
more than himfelf, how he may be good
and prudent; not to mind what relates
to the city, before the city i1tfeif, and
other things. in the fame manner. What
then ought'I to have, being {fuch a one:
fomething good, O Athenians, if you
treat me truly according to my deferts,
and {fuch a good as 1s {uited to me.
And what is fuited to a poor, beneficent
man, who defires to enjoy leifure, that he
may exhort you to virtue? no other re-
ward certainly, O Athenians,. 1s fo well

fuited to fuch a man, as to be maintained
in
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in the *Prytaneum at the publick ex-.
pence, and this would be more honour
to you, than if any of you conquered in
the horfe-race or chariot-race with two
or four horfes in the Olympick 1 games
for he only makes you feem to be hap-
py, I ftrive that you may be really fo;
befides he wants no maintenance, 1 really
want 1t. lIf therefore 1 was rewarded
according to my juft deferts, I think
myf{elt delerving of this, a {upport in the
Prytaneum.

* A common-hall fo called, where a daily main-
tenance was allowed to fuch as deferved well of

the commonwealth. Potter, 1. 1. c. 235,
+Cicero reports,’that aviétory in the Olympick
games was not much lefs honourable than a tri--
~umph at Rome, Orat, pro Flacco.

SECT-
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SECTION XVIIL

He gives a reafon why he lays not upon
himfelf a fine, or banifhiment.

PERHAPS in {aying this 1 may be
thought too arregant, as 1 was before,
when I {poke of moving compafifion by
intreaties ; the cafe 1s not {o, O Atheni-
ans, only fomething like it. 1 am per=-
{fuaded within mylfelf I would willingly
do injury to no one ; this indeed 1 cannot
perfuade you, we have had {o little time
to difcourfe together. Tho’ if you had
a law, as fome others have, where the
fentence of death 1s not pafled in one
day only, but more 1s left to determine
it, I think, I could then perfuade you ; but
now 1t would not be eafy toremove {uch
great calumnies in {fo fhort a time. Since
¢hen I would do injury to no one, it is
ftill more unlikely that I fhould do it to

k mys
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myfelf, and f{ay that I am deferving of
fomething bad, and determine any thmcr
of that kind for myfelf. What then : 3
fearing left 1 fthould undergo what Me-
litus thinks me worthy of, (‘Wthh I {ay,
I know not whether it be good or bad)
in order to avoid this, (hall I chufe {ome
one of thofe things, which I plainly know
to be bad, and think myiclf deferving of
that? fhall I chule fetters? and why
ought I to end my days in a prifon,
ferving under the perpetual government
of the * eleven? fhall I chufe a fine ? and
remain in prifon ‘ull 1t is paid. But I
have a little before {aid, that I have not
money to pay one. Shall 1 chule ba-
nithment? and perhaps you will think
me worthy of it. 1 fhould be too fond
of life, O Athenians, 1f I could be fo
m;prudent as not to be able to forefee,
that whilft you, my fellow citizens, are

tired of my company and dilcouries, and
that

* A perfon convited of a capital crime was
delivered into the hands of that number of over-
feers of the prifon, to receive the punifhment due

to his oftence. Potter, 1. 1, ¢c. 21.
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that they are {o troublefome and difagree-
able to you, that you have determined
now to be freed from them, yet to ima-
oine, that any others can bear with them.
It cannot be {o, O Athenians! My life
would doubtlels be very eligible to me,
to be banifhed at my age, to be tofied
from one city to another, and {uffer a
continual repulfe! and I know very well,
let me go where 1 will, the youths will
tollow me to hear my difcourfes, as they
do here. And if 1 hinder them, they,
perfuading their elders, will expel me
and it I do not hinder them, their fathers
and relations will expel me on their ac-
count. Perhaps fomce one may fay, but
can’t you, Socrates, live quietly and fi-
lently- in banifhment, acting differently
from what you do with us ? 1t is the molft:
difficult thing of all to perfuade fome of
you. For whether I {ay, that this would
be difobeying God, therefore I * cannot
be {ilent, you will not believe me, think-
ing I {peak 1ronically; or whether I fay,

that

* What a noble zeal he had for the fervice of
{od, and the good of mankind!

o2
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that 1t brings the greateft good to man,
to diicourfe every day about virtue, and
other things about which you have heard
me difputing and examining myfelf and
others, (for to lead an inconfliderate life,
1s {carcely hiving) in thefe things you
will much lefs believe me, tho’ they are
really {o, as I tell you, my countrymen,
but 1t would take fome time to perfuade
you of them. After all, I have not ac-
cuftomed mylelf to be deferving of any
thing bad. Had I money, I would fine
myfelf as much as I could pay, (that
would not at all hurt me) but T have not
money ; unlefs your fine fhould be no
more than I am able to pay. I could
manage perhaps about a mina* of filver,
theretore I fet the fine at that. But this
Plato, O Athenians, and Crito, and Cri-
tobulus, and Apollodorus {fay, I may fix
it at thirty mina 4, and they will be an-
{werable for ity I fix it therefore at {o
much, and they will be {ufficient fecuri-
ties for the money.

* 'Ten crowns. + Three hundred crowns.

SECT-
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SECTION XIX.

They paid no regard to the fine. Socrates
their [peaking to thofe judges, who con-
demned him, he fhews, that they hurt
their reputation for the [ake of a little
time, by killing him, who was (o old.

O R the fake of a little time, O A-

thenians, you will blaft your repu-
tation, and will afford matter to thofe,
who are willing to reproach the city, be-
caufe you have killed Socrates, a wife
man. For they will {fay I was a wile
man, tho’ I was not, who are ready to
reproach you. If you would therefore
wait a little, my death would happen
without your affiftance. For confider
my ace, how much I am advanced in
years, and that the time of my death can-
not be very far off. And I {ay not this
to you all, but to thofe, who condemned

me to die ; to thofe 1t 1s 1 {ay thefe things,
F 3 Per-
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Perhaps you think, O Athenians, I loft

my caufe for want of words, with which:
{ might probably have perfuaded you, if
I had thought 1t incumbent upon me, to
{fay and do every thing, to induce you to
acquit me. But it 1s quite otherwife: 1
was condemned not for a want of words,
but for a want of boldnefs and fthamelefi-
nefs, and not being willing to fay thofe
things to you, which would have been
agreeable to you to hear, as weeping and
wailing, and {aying and doing many other
things unworthy of me, as I {aid before,
but fuch as you have been accuitomed to
hear from others. But I did not think
from the firft, that I ought to do any
thing unbecoming me in order to avoid
danger, nor am I at all {orry for the me-
thod of my defence; but I had rather
die relying upon {uch a defence, than
live by a contrary one. For neither by
me, nor any other, 1s every fhift to be
employed at the bar or in war, by which
we may efcape death. In war it is ma-
nifeft, death might often be avoided, 1t
men would tamely lay down their arms,

and fupplicate their enemies. There are
allo



APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 71

allo many other devices in every danger,
by which a perfon might efcape death, if
he 1s not afraid to {ay and do any thing.
But remember, O Athenians, that it 1s
lefs difhicult to avoid death, than wick-
ednefs; for wickednefs runs {witter than
death. I being flower on account of my
age, am overtaken by the flower of the
two, death ; my accufers, being vehement
and precipitate, are overtaken by the
{wifter, wickednefs. And now 1 go
hence, condemned by you, as guilty of
death ; they, condemned by the truth,
are guilty of wickednefs and injuftice *:
we cach of us are contented with our
lot. Thefe things perhaps ought to he
{0, and I think they are not amiis.

* By difregarding the Oracle of Apollo, and
condemning a righteous man to death.

T 4 SECT.«
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SECTION XX,

He foretels, that they would kill ’hiin
272 Vain.

N D now, my judges who have con-
demned me! 1 have a mind to
prophely to you. For I am come to
that time, when men are wont to * pro-
phely, when they approach near death.
And I foretel to you, my countrymen,
if you kill me, a -} punifhment will over-
take you prelently after my death, much
worfe, by Jupiter, than that which you
inflict upon me. For now you have

done this, thinking to free yourfelves
from

* We {ee, in Homer, Iliad, 22. v. 359. Hector
pmphefying at his death that Achilles fhall fall
by the hand of Paris.

+ He foretels here what will be the natural
and neceflary confequences of their wickednefs
and anjuftice,
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from rendering an * account of vyour
lives and actions to any one. Bur as [
tell you, the direft contrary will happen
to you; fince there will be many, who
will ﬁnd fault with you, whom I have
reftrained, tho’ you perceived 1t not; and
the younger they are the more difagree-
able it will be, and you will bear i1t the
worfe. For if you think to retain men
from reproaching your lives, by killing
them, you do not judge rlc:rhtly, fince
this way of clearing yourfelves 15 nelther
avatlable, nor honeft. It 1s both the
eafieft and beft, not fo much for a perfon
to punifh others, as to take care that he
himielf be good. Foretelling this then,
15 all I {hall fay to you, who have con-
demned me.

* Nicias fays in the dlalogue called Laches,
that whoever converfed with Socr ates, he made
him by the thread of his difcourfe give an account
of the condu& of his life, and advertifed him of
his faults,

SECT-
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SECTION XXI.

Socrates addreffing himfelf to thofe, wlo
acquitled him, he conjeliures, that it inuft

be good for him to die, becaufe lis divine
Moniter never weftrained hime all the
whole tine.

AT\TD to you, who have acquitted me,
I fhall fr)eaL freely of the 1:1111‘10'5,

which have hap},..t,n(,d to me, as the ma-
giftrates are {ftill detained 1n bufineis, and
I am not yet to be led away to death.
Attend to me then, O Arthenians, that
Ittle ime, and let us converle together,
whilit we may: to you my friends I
would fhew what has now happened to
me, and what it means. Something very
wonderful has befallen me, O judges,
(fince I may juftly call you judges) for
my accuftomed {piritual Monitor always
frequently afore-time offered 1tlelf to me,

and reftrained me even in the fmalleﬂ:
mat-
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rnatters, 1f I was about to do any thing,

that was not right ; but now thefe thmrrs
have happ(,md to me, which you ﬁ,e

and which any one Would think dnd
reclkon to be the worft of evils; yet this
divine Momnitor never oppofed m(, ooIng
out from home in the morning, nor
when I alcended this roftrum Where I
plead my caufe, nor in any part of my
dlfcoulie.,, v h1chI delivered, tho’ at other
times frequently in the midtt of my ha-
rangue 1t ufed to reftrain me. But now
n this whole affair, neither while 1 was
acting or fpeakmcr did 1t oppole me.
Wlmt then am T to imagine the reafon of
this ? T will tell you. Tt appears from
hence, that what has happened to me 1s
cood. And we do not at all judge
rwhtly, whoever of us think death to be
an evil. And this to me is a great {ign
of 1it, that my Monitor would have op-
poled me, as ufual, unlefs I was going to
do {fomething good.

SECT-
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SECTION XXIIL

Ile Luilds his lopes in death upon farther
arguments.

\KZ‘E may conclude from hence, and

have great hopes, that 1t 1s Uood
For death muft be one of thefe two
things, it muft be cither a kind of anni-
hllanon, and that the dead have no fenfe
of any thing; or, as it 1s {faid, 1t is a
change and pdﬁdﬂ‘& of the f()ul from
hence to fome other place.  Wherefore
if the fenles are entirely extinguifthed,
and death 1s like that {ort of {leep, when
a perfon has no dreams, whata gain 1s 1t!
and, I think, 1f any one was to remark
that night, in which he f{lept {o found,
that he l:ad no dreams, and was to com-
are it with all the other nights and days
of his whole life, and, conﬁdumcr the
thing, {ay how many nights and dayq he

paﬁcd better and pleaianter I think
there
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there is not any private perfon, nor even
creat king, that would be able to count
many. if death then 1s fumething of
that forr, I call 1t Q;ain For by this
INEans t]"“ oreateft length of time {cems

to be but cne night. If again, that 1s
truc «which {eme {ay, that death 1s a pal-
{ace of the foul from hence to fome other
place, which thofe, who are departed out
of this life, inh abit, what can be a greater
good than thist O judges | forif any cne
gomg into this J.n?}im flate, and pafling
from thole, who are reckoned judges
here, fhall find thofe, who are reaily fo,
and who are {aid to judee there, Minos,
Radamanthus, ZE.IICU‘-;., 1 riptolemus, and
other demi- O‘Odb., WO were accounted
juft, while they lived here, can this be a
bad exchange ? to converfe with *Or-
pheus, Mulzeus, Hefied, Homer, can
any of you efteem this a fmall magtere 1
would even die many times, it thefe
things be true. Since fuch company
would

¥ This thought of meeting our friends hereaf-
ter is admirable well fitted to {hew the importance
of virtue in friendfhip.
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would be highly agreeable to me, thes
I thould be with Palamedes, and Ajax
the fon of Telamon, and others of the
Ancients, who died by an unjuit judge-
ment: I think 1t would be extlcmdy
pleafant to compare my {ufferings with
theirs. And this would be a great thmfr,
to pafs my time there proving and exa-
mining every one, as I have done here,
who was wile, and who thought himfelf
to be {o, but was not. Then how great
would it be, O judges, to try the con-
duct of that great king, who commanded
the forces at I'ro oy, that of Ulyfles,
Sifyphus, and innumerable others that
one might mention, both men and wo-
men to talk with whom, and to examine
by familiar conver{e, muft be an incon-
cewanle happinefs | and that thoife, who
are there, wiil not kill them for thele
things any more, 1n this they are happier
tshan us, and in this particularly, that
they are for ever immortal, if what is

faid be true,

SECT.
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SECTION XXIII.

Socrates fays that tlefe things have not
happcned to him by accident, but by God’s
appointinent.  Aid laftly, [peaking to his
enemies in the behalf of lis fous, he goeth
out cf the court.

O not you, O judges, who have ac-
quitted me, fear death, but be of a
cood hope, and 1eﬂe<_l on thls one truth,
that a cood man cannot be hurt, nuther
dead nor living, and that he 1s not neg-
lected by the "Gods. Neither has this
happened to me by accident, but 1t is
plain to me, that to die and to be freed
from my labours, 1s * better for me ; for
this

* Socrates did really put 1n practice, what he
{ays (in the dialoguc called Phedon) he had al-
ways heard, that a man ought to die in tranqui-
lity, and ble{ﬁng God.

O
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this reafon my Monitor has not refifted
me. And Il am not angry at thole, who
have acculed and condemned me, tho’
they did not accufe and condemn me
with this mtention: but becaufe they
thought to hurt me; for this I blame
them. And laitly, addre{ﬁncr mylelf to
them, I afk this one thmog that you
would, my countrymen, pun1f‘1 my fons,
when they are grown up, if they trouble
vou in the fame manner as 1 have done,
but above all, if they {feem to mind mo-
ney, or any thlnfT elie more than virtue
or if they think “themfelves to be fome-
thing, when they are nothing, reprove
them for 1t, as 1 have done you, if they
negleét what they ought to attend to,
and fancy themielves worthy, when they
arc not. If you do theie things, I fhall
think, that nuther myfeif nor my {ons
have been treated unjultly by you.
But now the ume 1s elapied, I mmuft go
out frem hence to ¥ die, and you to the
af-

* St Auftin fays in his City of God, Book 8.

ch. 3. the city of Athens publickly lamented the
lols



APOLOGY OT SoCR ATES. 81

T ke e

affairs of lite, but which of us have the
beft of it, God only knows.

b ]

dofs of Socrates, whom they had publickly con-

demned ; they then tarned their indignation and
revenge upon his accufeys, for Antidhencs wos
tne occafion of bamfliment to Anytus, and of
death to Mcelitus.

(s A P.
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T becomes thofe, who are fet apart for
ftudy and retirement, to employ their.
minds about the attainment of {uch
things as are honeft, and tend to a virtu-
ous and happy way of life, {fuch as {erve
to the improvement of their own reafon
and underftanding, and to the promoting
of virtue and piety amonglt mankind.
The preceding work, which I have-
chofen to tranflate, 18 the Apology of
Socrates before his judges, in which hg
appears worthy his great Wifdom and
Philofophy, when he enquires into the
fubjelts ot death and an hereafter, on
which pointg the thougits of chriftians
G 2 Can.
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can only be raifed above him in pmpor
tion to the advantage they have of {crip-
ture and revelation. When the iniquity
of the umes brought this great man to
his execution, hoéw noble is it to behold
him receive his fentence as if coing on an
agreeable journey! ‘T'his fteadinefs and
firmnels proceeded from a confciouinels
of a well {fpent life, and the conjectures,
which he had of a happy eternity.

I pur},oiu treating briefly in this Ap-
pendix, firlt, of Lhc knowledge, which
the heathens had of religion, “and their
Lonjcétmcs of ‘a future ftate; and after-
wards, of the clearer Lnowlf_dwe which
chriftians have of God by revchtlon, and
their more affured hopes of another life,
And firft, of the knowledge, which the
heathens had of religion, and their con-
jetures of a future ftate.

Archbithop Potter tells us in his An-
tiquities, that in Greece almoft cvery
city had different gods, and different

iodes of worfhip. The Grecians in
oeneral, and the Athenians in particular,
were {o exceflively {uperftitious, that they
-would not be content to worflhip therr
;o X an-
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ancient deities, but frequently confecrated
new ones of tlweir own making; and be-
fide thefe, affumed into the number of
their own, the gods of all the nations
“with whom they Incl any comimerce ; in-
fomuch that even in Hefiod’s time they
were thirty thoufand. < There are, {ays
he, thirty thoufand gods lflh..lDltlI]T the
ealth, who are 1ubJ<.c9:s of JL]pltCI‘ and
guardians of men”. Yet tho’ they were

fo defirous of new deities, none were
worfhipped ’tll they had been approved

and admitted by the Areopagites, whofe
court was the moft {acred and venerable

tribunal 1n all Giceece; and thence was
it, that when St. Paul preached amongit
them Jefus and the Refurreétion, he was
fummoned to appear before this council,
to give an account or his new doétrine.
And the Worﬂnpmno- of ftrange gods
was the crime tor which Socmtes was ac-
cufed and condemned, as L.aertius in-
forms us. * Among the ancient Philo-

fophers there were three hundred diiterent
| O pi-

* Dcifm Revealed. Vol. 1. p. 87, & 100.
G 3



86 APPENDI"U‘:’.

opinions concerning their {fupreme deity,
or rather as Vairo {ays, three hundred
Jupiters or {upreme deities.  So that So-
crates, who never travelled out of Greece,,
-nor, indeed, far from Athens, had nocllhg
to tfl(i’&. 3] fchcme of rehmon or morality
-on but the {cattered hamnents of truth
darkened by endlefs fupeiﬂ.mons, and
handed down from time imimemorial
among his countrymen, or imported by
A7y th&O'OI‘aS Thales, and others, who
had been in Ecrypt and the Eaft. Thefe
‘he picked out from a heap of abfurdities
and errors, and by the help of an extra-
ordinary capacity, laying them together,
comparing them with the nature of
mmgs, and drawi ving <confequences from
them, found reafon to qm:&ion the found-

«fs of the Grecian Theology and Mo-
raiity. He 1(::.:.1(,11@(1 cxirenicly  well
againft the prevailing errors of his time;
and acted with a firmnefs in the caufe of
virtue {uitable to the {trength of his na-
ture, and the lizhts he en ]oyed , and his
Philofophy, like his divine Monitor,
terved to fhew him what he ought to for-

bear and avoid. e {eems to have been
ali
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an in{trument, in the hand of Providence,
to beat down, or at leait fhuke the errors
of Paganifm. * And there have been in
almolt every age in the heathen world,
fome wile and good men, who have
made it their buflinels o {tudy and
pra&;ﬂ'z the duties of natural u'i”‘“.:)rr
themielves, and to teach and exhort
others to do the Liked Amonﬂ the
(3reelks Socrates was an ehtmmdmu/

example of this kind. Cumu“mg
whom we read in the preceding - Apo-
loay, how diligent he was m cxthoruag

and teaching every one sy that he did no-
thing elie, “but co continually about,
perfuading both old and young, not to
be¢ {fo much {folicitous to rr**atify the appe-
tites of the body, or to heap up wealth,
or to raife themiclves to honour, or gain
any outward advantagc wnatio{:vm, 45
to improve the mind by the continual
exercile of all virtue and goocdncels -
teaching them that a man’s t e value

id

* Evid. of Nat. & Rev. Belig. p. 132

+ Selt. 1.
G 4



§8 APPENDI X. |

did not arife from his riches, cor from any
outward circumftance of life; but that
true riches, and every real good, whether
publick or private, proceeded waolly
frcm virtue. * After him, Plato and
Arittotle and others followed his exam-
ple, in teaching morality. So that 1t
may jpuiftly be {fuppoled, that thele men
~men were raiied up and deligned by Pro-
vidence, as Inftruments to reprove 1n
fome mecafure, and put fome kindof check
to the extreme {uperftition and wicked-
neis of tire nations wherein they lived s or
at leaft to bear witnels againft, qnd.con-
«ermn it.  Iror this rcaifon, {ome of the
ancient writers of the church have not
fcrupled to call Socrates and Heraclitus,
and others of the beit heathen Moralilts,
by the name of Chriftians @ this too 1s an
oblervation of the excelient Blackwall on
the E wcred Clafficks, who fays farther,
Perhaps the 8OO d men might carry the

refpedts to the heathen Ivioralifts too fars
but itirey arve cerininly right when they

tell

*'“a

* Evid. of Nat, and Rev. Relig. p. 132.
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tell you, that as the * law of Moles wasg,
as i1t were, a ichoolmafter to bring the
Jews to the faith of Chrift, {fo {found
moral Yhiloiophy was to the Gentiles a
preparative  and introduction to the
+ Gofpel. I And thus far may {afely be
aflerted, that § whatever any of thele
men were at any ume enabled to deliver
wifely and profitably for the advantage
and benefit of the world, even in its
blindeft and moft corrupt {’mte, was de-
rived to them by a ray of that infinite
goodnefs, which does good to all ; from
(God the {ole author of truth and wifdom.
| But then it 1s certain the effeét of all
the teaching and inftruction of the beit
Philofophers in the heathen world, was
1n compariion {imall and inconfiderable.
They were not able to turn men from
their abfurd idolatry, to the acknowledg-
ment and worfhip of the true God.

Thei_r

* Clem, Alexand. Strom. 1.

+ Juftin Apol. z.

1 Evid. of Nat. and Rev. Relig. p. 1334
§ Origenin Celf. 1. 6.

| Evid. of Nat. and Rev, Relig. p. 134.
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T"heir dlﬁ:lple at leaft the practifers of

their do&rme were In thelr own Ilife-
time, *very ﬂ,w, as too plainly appears
from the evil treatment, which, we {ce,
Socrates met withal at Athens. f‘._nd
their followers quickly fell back into the
cemmon 1dolatry, fuperftition, and cor-
ruption of manners, which then prevailed
in the world. Thefe confiderations {o
much affected Plato, that great adrirer
of Socrates ; that he ibmetimef* feems to
o1VEe OVer 211 hores of working any re-
tormation in men by PlthfOpl .y 5 and

ays that a 4 good man, when he confi-
ders theie thlnfTS W()uld even chufe to it
quiet, and (hifr for hinielf ; hke a man
that 1n a viclent hurricane, creeps under
a wall for his detence; and {eeing the
whole world round about him flled
with all manner of wickednels, be con-
tent, if, preferving his finele ie]f from
miquity and every cvil work, he can pafs
away the prefent life in peace, and at

laft die with tranquility and a good hope.
But

* Arnob. adver{. Gentes, lib, 2,
1 Plato de Repub. 1. 6.
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But farther, the Philofophers were not
‘only unable to reform mankind, but were
themfelves ignorant of the firft and moft
neceflary thing of all, the ® nature and
attributes of God himfelf, notwith{tand-
ing the general helps of rcafon, thefe they
confefled were very difficult to find out,
and {till more difficult to explain. And
bocrates himfelf always openly prefefied,
that he pretended to be wifer than other
imen, only 1n this one thing, that he was
duly fenfible of his own ignorance, and
1 believed that 1t was merely for that
very reaion, that the Oracle pronounced
him the wieft of men. With regard to
outward worfhip alio, how this was to be
performed, they could not with any cer-
tainty dilcover. Lactantius obferves that
Socrates, at the conclufion of one of the
beft difcourfes that ever was made by any
Philofopher, {uperititiouily ordered a
cock to be offered in {acrifice for him to
Ficulapius. Tho’ Plato and the more
confidering Philofophers could not for-

bear

* Plato in Tim®o. 1 Apol. Soc. Se&. 6.
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bear frequently declaring that they
* thought thole rites could avail little om
nothmo‘ towards appeafing the wrath of
a provoL.ed God, or making their prayers
acceptable in his fight but that fome-
thing {till {eemed to them to be wanting,
thmwh they knew not what. Thelfc

crreat men had moreover much doubtful-
nefs and uncertainty in their conjectures
concerning a future {tate. For Socrates
{peaking o his judges a little before his
death, ++I am now, {aid he, about to
leave this world; and you arc {till to
continue in it: which of us have the
better part allotted us, God only lknows.
And again, a little before, 1 the fame
fpeech to h1s friends, I 1 have goed hopes
I am now going into the company of
good men, who have departed out of this
Iife.  And if death be only as it were a
paflage from hence to another place;

and . thofe things, which are told us, be
indeed true tlmt thofe, who are dc,ad ro

us, do all live thcw . then what a glori-
ous

* Plato’s Alcibiades 2. 4 Apol. Soc. Se&. z3.
1 Ibid. Se&t. 22. and Plato in Ph=d.
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ous exchange mufl 1t be! Tully ¥ tells
us, that thefe contemplations had {uch
an effect upon Socrates, that when he
was tried for his life, he neither defired
any advocate to plead his caufe, nor
made any {fupplication to his judges for
mercy ; and on the very laft day “of his
life, made many excelient difcourfes upon
this fubjelt; and a tew days before, when
he had an opportunity offered him to
elcape out of prifon, he would not lay
hold of it.  Yet thefe great men expref-
{ed a doubtfulnefs on this point, as we
find by Cicero {iealking himielf of the
fame fubjeét: 1 will endeavour, {aith
1 he, to explain wnot you delire; yee 1
would not have you depend upon what
I fhall {fay, as certain and infallible ; but
I may guels, as other men do, at what
fhall {feem moit probable: and farther

than this, I cannot pretend to go.
Having thus fhewn the l«..nowledo‘e
which the Heathens had of reilgion and
a future f{tate; (by availing riylelf of
Dr.

¥ Tude, Queft, Lib, 10 4 Tdem ilnd,
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Dr. S. Clarke’s Citations from the wifeft
and beft of them) 1 fhall in the next
place fhew, as I propoled, the clearer
knowledge, which chriftians have of God
by revelanon and their more afiured
hopes of another life. "T'he Philofophers

among the heathens, as was before ob-
ferved could not reform mankind, and
turn them from their abfurd 1dolatry te
the acknowledgment and worfhip of the
true God. * They had not a clear
knowledge of the method of God’s go-
verning the world, his delign in creating
mankind, the original dignity of human
nature, the ground and circumitances of
men’s pu.fentcorrupt condition, the man-
ner of the divine mtmpoﬁmon neceflary
to their recovery, and the glorious end
to which God intended final ly to conduét
them: all thefe dofétrines the chriftian
relicion teaches us, and they have every
one of them a natural tendency, to
reforma mens manners; and do all of

them together make up the molt con-
fi{tent

* Evid. of Nat, and Rev, Relig. p. 138,
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fiftent and rational icheme of belief, in
the world. Plato onc of the wileft of
the hecathens * weakly advifes men to
or{hip inferior gods, damons and ipi-
rits, and condcmned not the Worﬂhppmﬂ'
even-of {tatues and images, dedicated
according to the laws of their country
as if the honour thcy paid to lifelefs 1dols
could procure the faveur and good-will
ol God the creator of ali Lhmﬂ*s + T he
holy myiteries 1n the heathen religion
confecrated to Ceres and Bacchus were
{uch as Cato was athamed to be prefent
at. But on the contrary, the chriftian
religion teaches us to worthip God, who
1s a moft holy being, with a pure mmﬁ
and with {fuch acftious., 1S are cxa&ly
{uited to exalt our nature to its original
perfection; we are commanded to pray
vtor fuch things as are for the glory of
God : and for thofe things that lead to
cternity, we are to pray with all earneft-
nels,

* Plato de Legib. Iib. 4.

4 Grotius on the Truth of the Chrit, Relig.
Pp. 112,



96 APPENDIX.

nefs, viz. for pardon of our paft fins,
and for the affiftahce of the {pirit for the
future, that we may be able to refift {in-
ful remptations, and continue in a goaly
courfe. In the chriftian difpeniation,
juftice, mercy, and truth are met toge-
ther, righteoufnefs and peace have kiffed
cach other. * For what can be imagined
more honourable, and worthy of the {u-
preme Governor of the world 3 than to
fhew forth his mercy and goodnefs, in
forgiving the fins of frail and fallible
creaturcs, and fuffering hunfelf to be re-
conciied to them upon their true repent-
ance; and vyet at the {fame time to caule
{uch an cxpiation to be made for iin, by
tie fufterings and death of his own Son
in their nature, as might be an abundant
cevidence cf his i1rreconcileable hatred
againft {in, a juft vindication of the au-
thority and dignity of his laws, and a
{ufficient and effvctual warning to deter
men from {in, to create in them the
oreateft dread and deieitation of it, and
| for

* Tvid. of Nat. and Rev. Reho. p. 198,
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for ever to terrify them from venturing
upon wilful tranfn'reﬂion and difobedr-
ence? *as to the rewards which chrifti-
anity promifes; no age ever produced
any more excellent. The Greeks, who
had fome hopes of another life, fpoke
- very doubtfully concerning it, as appears

from the difcourfe of Socrates a little be-
fore his death. And mankind could go
no farther than conjecture on this point,
*t1ll Chrift difcovered the true knowledge
of their end, promifing to his difciples
and followers another life after this, in
which there fhould be no more death,
pain, or forrow, but our bodies will be
in perpetual vigour; and in brightnels
exceed the ftars; and our minds being
then enlarged to their utmoft capacmes
thall have a more perfect, certain and
clearer knowledge of God than we can
attain to in this life, and from the fight

of his glory, the love of his goodnefs,
and

- * Grotius on the Truth of the Chrift. Relig.
p. 10l
} Nelfon Feft. and Fafts, p. 421.
H
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and the admiration of all his excellencies,
we {hall be transformed into his likenefs,
both in the purity and {pirituality of our
fouls ; whence mufit refult infinite plea-
fure and fatisfaltion, 1nceffantly exprei-
{ing itfelf 1n hymns of praife and thanki-
oiving. Befides, 1t muit needs raife 1n
us frefh tran{ports of joy and rapture,
to {ee our glorified Redeemer exalted to
the right hand of God ; and all the blef-
fed inhabitants of heaven, will, 1n a
degree, contribute ta our happinels by
their profitable and delightful converfa-
tion. And to complete our blifs, 1t thall
never change nor have an end, but we
thall pafs eternity, in knowing, and lov-
ing, in pratfing and chearfully obeying
the fource and fountain of all truth.
* We fhall then, as St. Paul tells us, be
come unto mwount Sion, and unto the
city of the hving God, the heavenly
Jerufalem, and to an innumerable com-
pany of Angels, to the general affembly
and church of the firft-born, which are

written

* Hebr, 12, 22, 23, 24.
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written in heaven, and to God the judge
of all; and to the {pirits of juft men made
perfeét, and to Jefus the mediatour of

the new covenant, and to the blood of
iprinkling.

POSTSCRIPT.

When a Copy of this Book was fent
down to me to examine whether there
was any omiffion 1n the Lift of Sub-
fcriberss I was afthamed to {ee the
{hortnefs of the Work, and price 1t
bears ; but I comfort mylelf with this
reflection, that Charity is not eafily pro-
voked. And here I beg leave to re-
turn my grateful acknowledgements
to my kind Benefactors for their ge-
nerous Support; and can afifure them,
that the Publication has been delayed
no longer than was neceflary to avoid
cramping the efforts of my Friends,

for enlarging the number of my Sub-
{cribers.

&’.\! "

[
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