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S=AT A A4 W) AEL AE. AT TG R —

“All the time I spent in Bombay during my first visit
I stopped at his house, and never had I in those early days
seen such a well-trained and highly refined houschold as Dr.
Atmarsm’s, The only other family that could approach it
was that of Mr. Ramchandra Balkrishna, but he was dead,
and Dr. Atmaram was the head, and as it were, the father
of both families, The daughters were better educated than
any Hindu girl of another Indian city I knew. In his zeal
for female education he was unique in those days, and while
we in Bengal only talked and discussed the subject, he gave
practical effect to his ideas. Not that we agreed on those
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ideas; the Bombay men, as well as Keshub Chandra Sen

and myself differed from them a good deal. But the
~ straightforwardness and courage with which he carried
out his principles on this and other matters almost single-
handed, showed that he had the stuff of the true reformer
in him, and we all loved and admired him for it, But he
was not a mere reformer; he was pure-minded God-fearing
man, All the time I knew him he was the President of the
Prarthana Samaj and no one ever drcamed of electing any
body else at any time. Dr, Atmaram was a popular and
extensive medical practitioner, but never did I find him
absenting himself from Divine Service, though he had some-
times to leave in the midst of it on urgent calls of profes-
sional duty, He was a very quiet man, I never remember
to have heard him make a speech, But he was an earnest
man, he never trifled with a subject, and nobody could trifle
with him. Cordial and warm in his friendship, gentle and
kindly to every one, he could be frank, plain-spoken, and
fearless, Hence men of sterling worth respected and ap-

preciated him, though he had critics here and there, No-
thing struck me as more noteworthy than his friendship with
the late Mr. Vishwanath Mandlik. It was like a frienship
between Cardinal Newman and Frederick W. Harrison, the
Positivist. Yet as both men were genuine, they under-
stood each other inspite of their differences. Of course,,
such worth as Dr. Atmaram’s was highly esteemed by tha
English community and through him 1 made an importaut
friendship which did a great deal of good. It must have
been by their friendly interest he got the Shrievalty of
Bombay. With all the honor he got, and all the reforms
he made he never left his simple Hindu habits. He wore
the full grown of his white hair with a big tuft at the back
of his head, He wore the old-fashioned dkotar, ate out of
the old-fashioned metal vessels, and spoke the old mother
tongue with real pleasure, ' He was a sort of universal
elder brother to the Bombay community. From Morarji
Gokuldas and Sorabji Shapurji to the youngest novice of
the Prarthana Samaj every one called him Dada, That
Dada (elder brother) we have lost. Will Bombay be the
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same ! Bombay without him ? Many cruel sorrows had he-
suffered in his long life, many disappointments and grievous
losses. DBut he bore his burden silently and patiently like
a man, He loved man, he trusted in God, he did his duty
to the last, Let all theists join in praying for the rest of
the spirit of Dr. Atmaram Pandurang,

SFA.
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