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MEMORANDUM MINUTES OF THE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS

WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 MAY I960 *

EXECUTIVE SESSION

-^Public Law 181, 6lst Congress, Establishing the Commission of Fine Arts
was signed by President Taft on May 17, 1910.

The Commission met pursuant to notice, at 2:00 PM, with David E.
Finley, Chairman presiding.

Present were: David E. Finley, Chairman
Felix W. de Weldon
Michael Rapuano
Ralph Walker
Douglas W. Orr
Peter Hurd

L.R.Wilson, Secretary
Susan E. Bennett, Admin.Asst.
Gilbert E. Halasz, Stenotypist

I. ADMINISTRATION

1. As a commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the first meet-

ing of the Commission of Fine Arts, Mr. Felix W. de Weldon, the sculptor
member of the Commission, presented the Commission with a granite plaque
on which the much-admired words of the first Chairman of the Commission,
Daniel H. Burnham, had been engraved. The Chairman accepted the plaque
on behalf of the Commission. He described it as a most fitting gift for
the occasion, and a lasting tribute to the founders of the Commission of
Fine Arts and to the drafters of the McMillan Plan. It will serve, he
said, as a constant guide to the present and future members of the Com-
mission. The members of the Commission all joined in thanking Mr. de
Weldon for his generous gift. (Note: The plaque is 31 1/2” wide by
22 3/4" high. The material is black Swedish granite of a type called
"emerald pearl.” The letters are sandblasted in the surface which has
a high polish.)

2. Approval of Minutes of April Meeting

The minutes of the April meeting were approved as written.

3. Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting of the Commission was confirmed
for 15 June, with the Executive Session to be held on 14 June.
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4* Enactment of S. 2778, "A bill to amend the Act Relating to the
Commission of Fine Arts. 1* with Respect to Lifting the Limit of
Authorization for the Commission

The secretary reported that the legislation (S. 2778) to change
the limit of authorization for appropriations had been enacted into law
(P.L. 86~46l/86th Congress) on 13 May I960 following acceptance by the
Senate of the -wording of the House Bill (H.R. 7923)* During the discus-
sion on the floor of the House, the number of the Senate Bill had been
affixed to the text of the House Bill, which, in effect, had removed a
fixed sum as the limit of authorization and made appropriations dependent
on the justification of needs by the Commission. The members considered
this amendment of enabling legislation of the Commission (P.L. 181, 61st
Congress) by the Congress, and by the President, an appropriate notice of
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Commission, and directed the Chairman to
send letters of thahksto the Congressmen who had sponsored the Amendment
in the Senate and the House of Representatives. EXHIBIT 1

5. Request for Supplementary Appropriation for Fiscal Year 1961

The Secretary reported that a request for a supplemental appropria-
tion in the amount of $26,700 had been forwarded to the Bureau of the Budget,
in accordance with desires expressed by the members of the Commission. This
sum represented the amount stricken by the Congress from the Commission’s
budget estimate for fiscal year 1961, because the Congress did not wish to
appropriate a sum that exceeded to so great an extent the fixed limit of
authorization, $35,000, although legislation to remove this technicality
was pending, at the time, in both Houses of Congress. The restoration of
the $26,700 would enable the Commission to employ two technical assistants
whose services otherwise would not be available until fiscal year 1962,
and to print the Fiftieth Anniversary Report. Having once been approved
by the Bureau of the Budget, favorable action on the request by the Bureau
of the Budget was expected.

II. SUBMISSIONS

1. National Society of Interior Designers
White House. Diplomatic Reception Room. Refurnishing

The members of the Commission, accompanied by Mr. Michael Greer,

President of the National Society of Interior Designers, met with Mr. West,

the Chief Usher, at the White House to discuss plans for refurnishing the
Diplomatic Reception Room as a gift from the members of the Society. This
visit made it possible to judge the suitability of the proposed fujsiishings

in relation to the actual size and scale of the room and with the portraits
that hang there.

It was at once evident that, because of the height of the room, a
chandelier was undesirable and it was recommended that the offer of the

2
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crystal chandelier be declined with thanks. The proposed rug was approved

as to design and color. The other items in the proposed scheme, such as

the furniture, were also approved, as well as the color of the walls and
fabrics, in accordance with samples, which Mr. Greer left with Mr. West.

A suggestion was made to replace the existing doors at the south end of

the roan with French doors and it was understood that such a change could

be made. Some thought was also given to the replacement of the existing
grandfather clock with one more suitable to the room. The members also
agreed that the design for the doors of the china cupboards would be
improved if changed in accordance with Mr. Greer’s sketch, but Mr. West
thought that it would be impossible to make such a change at the present
time.

The Secretary was directed to prepare a letter for the Chairman’s
signature to Mr. Greer, this letter being made a part of the permanent
record of the proceedings. EXHIBIT 2

2. Department of the Interior
National Capital Farks
a. Inner Loop Freeway - Tunnel Through Lincoln Memorial Grounds

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Harry Thompson, Director, National
Capital Parks, who attended the meeting to present the preliminary plans
for a roadway and tunnel through the Lincoln Memorial Grounds between
the Watergate and the Memorial. Mr. Thompson informed the members of
the Commission that the National Parks Service had recently awarded a
design contract for a roadway and tunnel carrying six lanes of traffic
through and beneath the Lincoln Memorial Grounds as a link in the ‘’inner

loop** freeway system. The roadway and tunnel was to loop around the
Memorial on the Potomac River side. On the south it would emerge and
connect with Independence Avenue; and on the north, near Constitution
Avenue, it was to join up with the Inner Loop Freeway and approaches to
the Theodore Roosevelt Bridge under the jurisdiction of the District
Highway Department. Mr. Thompson stated that the tunnel would disturb

neither the Lincoln Memorial’s foundations nor the plantings on the
memorial terrace. Only a portion of the 1,250 foot tunnel would pass
directly beneath the memorial grounds and none of it would go under the
Memorial itself.

Mr. Thompson also outlined plans for the construction of two one-
way drives along the Mali on either side of the Reflecting Pool and
parallel to it. These roads merged with existing roads and flowed
around the Memorial grounds to connect with Arlington Memorial Bridge.
Construction of these two roads would enable the Park Service to eliminate
automobile traffic entirely from the eastern portion of the Lincoln
Memorial circle with the area overlooking the Reflecting Pool. Authoriza-
tion to complete these drives, however, would have to await the demolition
of temporary building, including the Old Navy and Munitions Buildings

3





south of Constitution Avenue

The members of the Commission felt that the designs for the tunnel,

were, in general, satisfactory although they emphasized that they could

never approve the Inner Loop itself. They agreed that elimination of

motor traffic east of the Memorial seemed desirable, but felt that the
plan submitted needed further study. There was also sot© discussion of

the existing landscaping of the Lincoln Memorial grounds, which is

beginning to hide the podium on which the Memorial stands. No formal
action was taken, at this time, on any of these matters because of the
preliminary nature of these plans. Mr. Thompson was thanked for bring-
ing the plans at an early stage and was invited to return when developed
further.

b. Central Maintenance Shop. Brentwood. Md.

The members studied the design proposed for the group of

connected buildings to house the Central Maintenance Shops of the
National Capital Paries at Brentwood, Maryland. They considered the

design satisfactory in general. Further discussion was reserved until
the following day when representatives of Nation®. 1 Capital Parks were
scheduled to attend the meeting of the Commission.

c. George Washington Memorial Parkway

(1) Glen Echo. Md. Bridge (Revised Design )

The members noted that the drawings submitted for the
Glen Echo, Md. Bridge on the George Washington Memorial Parkway appeared
to be the same as those submitted at the April meeting of the Commission.
Mr. Haussmann pf National Capital Parks,was scheduled to discuss this
design with the members of the Commission at the meeting on the following
day and further discussion was withheld until that time.

(2) Turkey Run and Bead Hun. Va. Bridges

The Secretary presented designs submitted by National
Capital Parks for bridges at Turkey Run and Dead Run, Va. , which would
be part of the George Washington Memorial Parkway System on the
Virginia side of thePotomac River. Both bridges were almost identical
in design, consisting of heavy concrete piers and beams supporting
steel girders. The members considered the design of the piers and
beams to be somewhat heavy. Representatives of National Capital Parks
were scheduled to be present at the meeting of the Commission on the
following day and final action was withheld until that time.

4
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3. District of Columbia Government
a. Department of Sanitary Engineering

Sewage Pumping Station

The members studied the sketches of the proposed sewage

pumping station between the eastern approaches to the Theodore Roosevelt

Bridge. The Secretary reported that the distance from the approach
roadways had definitely been fixed and that it would now be possible
to study the design in relation to the embankments of these roadways,
and to the Inner Loop, from which the pumping station would be entered.

A conference being scheduled for the next day with representatives of

the Department of Sanitary Engineering, further action was withheld
until that time.

b. Department of Highways and Traffic

(1) Theodore Roosevelt Bridge Approaches
The Chairman stated that General Welling, Engineer

Commissioner for the District of Columbia, had been requested in writing
to submit the plans for the approach roads to the Theodore Roosevelt
Bridge, but no answer had been received to the letter.

(2) Inner Loop. Southwest Freeway. Eleventh Street Overpass

The members studied the drawings of the proposed Eleventh
Street Overpass, Southwest Freeway, which was to be a part of the Inner
Loop Freeway System. There were no serious objections to the design of
the overpass, which follows in general the patterns of previous submis-
sions. However, final action was deferred until the following day when
discussions were scheduled with representatives of the District of
Columbia Department of Highways and Traffic.

4. National Capital Planning Commission
a. Land Acquisition. Fort Drive - Confirmation

The members of the Commission confirmed the Chairman’s prior
approval of a land acquisition at Fort Drive, District of Columbia.

b. Columbia Plaza Urban Renewal Project

Mr. William E. Finley, the Director of the National Capital
Planning Commission met with the members of the Commission of Fine Arts
and showed them the proposal for developing an area in Northwest Washing-
ton to be called Columbia Plaza, bounded by 23d Street, Virginia Avenue,
25th and E Streets, Northwest. He stated that a public hearing ms to
be held on the following day by the District Commissioners with reference
to determining the advisability for establishing a renewal program for
this area under the auspices of the Redevelopment land Agency and the
National Capital Planning Commission.

5





The members of the Commission of Fine Arts studied the plans for
the development of Columbia Plaza and agreed that its location made it
preferable to develop this area as a unit rather than haphazardly by
real estate promoters. The Commission recommended that favorable action
be taken by the Commissioners in the District of Columbia in authorizing
the development of Columbia Plaza as an urban renewal project.

A letter was to be prepared, for the Chairman* s signature, to the
Board of Commissioners of the District of Columbia, informing them of
the views of the Commission of Fine Arts, such letter to be made a part
of the permanent record of the proceedings. EXHIBIT 3

c. June 16 Meeting. n2GQ0 A.D. Planning Session*

The Secretary informed the members that an invitation had
been received from the National Capital Planning Commission to attend
their meeting on June 16, at which time they planned to discuss planning
for the year 2000 A.D. It was suggested that since the Commission of
Fine Arts would hold its meeting on June 15, at least one of the members
might remain in Washington until the following day, in order to attend
this meeting of the Planning Commission. The Chairman said he would
attend and hoped sane of the members could do so also.

5. Department of the Army
Improvements. Quarters 7. Fort liver

The members of the Commission met with representatives of the
Department of the Army and the architect to discuss proposed remodeling
of Quarters 7, Fort Myer, Virginia, which was currently being occupied
by the Chief of Staff of the Air Force. It was planned to increase the
size of the living room, add a larger dining room, increase the size
of the library, and increase bedroom and closet space on the second floor.
The members considered that the proposed changes would improve the appear-
ance of the house and approved such plans as presented. EXHIBIT 4

6. General Services Administration
Public Buildings Service
a. Oaklahoma City Courthouse - Sculpture - Status

Mr. de Weldon reported that he had inspected preliminary
sketches for the sculpture for theOklahoma City Courthouse, but they were
very sketchy and it was not possible to formulate a firm opinion of then.
More sketches were to be submitted at a later date.

b. Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Building
The Secretary reported tha t the Federal Deposit Insurance

Corporation Building was under restudy as the result of a decision to
set the building back further from the street. No new drawings were
ready to be submitted at this time.

6
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7. Department of State
Statue of George Washington for Presentation to Uruguay

The Secretary displayed plans and photographs, which had been
received from the State Department, and which outlined details for pre-
senting a copy of a statue of George Washington to the people of Uruguay,

in accordance with Public law 86-345, 86th Congress.

The State Department proposed to use a bronze replica of the statue

of George Washington by Houdon which stands in the United States Capitol.

The only changes from the original involved reducing the height of the
pedestal.

The plans were approved with the recommendation that the projecting
plinth at the bottom of the pedestal be omitted, thus making thepedestal
a single block of marble, of the same overall height, as shown in the
sketch drawing.

The Secretary was directed to prepare a letter for the Chairman*

s

signature, to the Secretary of State, such letter to be made a part of
the permanent record of the proceedings. EXHIBIT 5

8. U.S. Senate Committee on Aeronautical and Space Sciences
Design of Robert H. Goddard Medal

The Secretary reported that the U.S.Senate Committee on Aero-
nautical and Space Sciences had verbally requested the assistance of the
Commission of Fine Arts in selecting a design for the proposed Robert H.
Goddard Medal (H.J.Res. l9/86th Congress). Sketches were being made for
the Committee by the Mint, but were not yet completed. In order to save
time a conference had been scheduled for the following Friday at which
time the Chairman and Mr. de Weldon, sculptor member of the Commission,
intended to view these drawings. The members asked the Chairman to make
any necessary decisions to advance the design, so that it could be presented
at the June meeting.

Rehabilitation of Central Business Area
9. Downtown Center. Inc .

The Chairman reported that he had attended an exploratory
conference called by the director of the Downtown Center project for
the purpose of discussing the contributions that the various Federal
agencies ecuId make in carrying out the plans by Downtown Center, Inc.
Representatives of the National Capital Planning Commission and the
National Park Service, and others, also presented the views of their
respective agencies. The Chairman, in explaining the role of the Com-
mission, stressed that the area to be rehabilitated touched the Ship-
stead =Luce Area on Pennsylvania Avenue and 15th Street, N.W. No specific
plans have yet been developed, but there was agreement that accomplishment
of the aims of Downtown Center Inc. would be beneficial to the city.

7
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Board of Trade - International Trade Fair

The Chairman reported that he had attended a luncheon at which

the Board of Trade announced its interest in erecting a building from

8th Stree t to 11th Street and from D to E Streets, to include an under-

ground bus terminal, an information bureau, an auditorium seating at
least 10,000 persons, a hotel, and other units for business enterprises

who might which to join in promoting a trade fair. Ninth and 10th Streets

were bridged by the building. Drawings that were exhibited showed a very
large structure, which will be tangent on its south side to the Shipstead

-

Luce Area. It was expected that plans for this proposed building would

be submitted at a later date. No qpinion was expressed at this time, al-
though there was some question raised about the effect such a building
would have on the governmental area and the overall plan of the city.

XIX. SHXPSTEAD-LUCE ACT

a. Report of Actions Taken on Shiostead Luce Applications Since
19 April I960 (Report dated 17 May I960 - Appendix 1)

The Secretary reported the actions taken, after recommendations
of the Shipstead-Luce Panel of Architects, on the Shipstead-Luce Building
Applications forwarded for review by the District of Columbia Department
of Licenses and Inspections since 19 April I960. This report was dated
17 May I960 and comprised Appendix 1 of the Order of Business. After
discussions, the action as noted on Appendix 1 was confirmed by the mem

—

bers and action was taken on the following cases which had been disapproved
by the Shipstead-Luce Panel and held for review by the Commission:

SL 2274
SL 2275
SL 2277

SL 2279
SL 2281

SL 2280

2260 Cathedral Ave. ,N.W.
2230 Cathedral Ave., N.W.
6200 Nebraska Ave., N.W.
Army Distaff Foundation, Inc.
5860 Oregon Ave., N.W.
535-15th Street, N.W.
Washington Hotel-Delta Airlines
500 North Capital Street,N.W.
Hotel Pierre L*Enfant

Exterior Alterations
Exterior Alterations
5-story brick Distaff
Hall
1-story brick residence
1 sign

1 sign

EXHIBIT 6
b. Preliminary Submission: Qlmstead Building (revised design)

17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue. N.W.

The Secretary reported that Mr. Koubek, the architect of the
proposed building, had revised his designs, after a conference with the
Shipstead-Luce Panel, and was scheduled to attend the meeting on the fol-
lowing day to present new drawings, which had not yet been submitted.

8





c. Preliminary Submission: Combine two stores at 941 and 943
Pennsylvania Ave.. N.W. into one store for Penn Camera Exchange. Inc.

The members discussed the plans to combine two stores at 941 and

943 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., into one store. They recommended that the

remodeling be approved, provided the show windows were kept within the
building line.

IV. GEORGETOWN ACT

Report of Actions Taken on Old Georgetown Act Applications Since
19 April I960 ('Report dated 17 May I960 - Appendix 2)

The Secretary reported the actions taken on the Old Georgetown Act
Applications forwarded for review by the D.C. Department of licenses and
Inspections since 19 April I960. This report was dated 1? May I960 and
comprised Appendix 2 of the Order of Business. After discussions, action
as noted in Appendix 2 was taken by the members on the following cases
which were not recommended by the Old Georgetoisn Board and which had
been held for review by the Commission:

OG 2589
OG 2591

OG 2595

2621 P Street, Russ Pharmacy 1 sign

3043 K Street, American Dis~ 1 sign
infectant Company
3127 P Street, N.W. Replace existing

iron steps with brick
steps

EXHIBIT 7

V. LEGISLATION

1.

S. 3381 - Mr. Chavez - 19 April i960 - ”To amend the National
Cultural Center Act as amended, to enlarge the site within which the
National Cultural Center may be built.’*

2. H.R. 11871 - Mr. Jones - 21 April I960 - Same as above.

3. S. 3409 - Mr. Dirkson - 25 April I960 - Same as above.

The Secretary read to the members the report which had been
written on S. 3381, stating that, in the opinion of the Commission, the
success of the design of the National Cultural Center was contingent upon
the acquisition of more land to the north and in order to reroute the
existing Potomac Parkway to the east of the building. This report was
approved by the members of the Commission. EXHIBIT 2

U, S. 3386 - Mr. Johnston - 19 April i960 - ”To provide for the
acquisition or construction of a building to be used as a residence for
pages of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, for a Capital
Pages Residence Board, and for other purposes.”

9
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The Secretary reported that the Commission had been requested to
submit a report on this legislation. However the provisions of the
bill placed the responsibility for selection of the site, and approval
of the design in the hands of the architect of the Capitol and the Capitol
Pages 1 Residence Board, with no provision for seeking the advice of the
Commission of Fine Arts. A letter had been forwarded to the Senate
Committee on Public Works to this effect. EXHIBIT 9

5* H.R. 8911 ~ Mir. Seldon - 27 August 1959 - "to provide for the
presentation by the United States of a Statue of General George Washington
to the people of Uruguay and for other purposes.’*

It was noted that in September 1959, a report was forwarded to the
Bureau of the Budget stating that the Commission of ^ine Arts had favored
enactment of this legislation. (See paragraph II. 7*) EXHIBIT 10

6. S. 3403 - Mr. Humphrey - 21 April I960 - ”To amend the Public
Buildings Act of 1959 to provide a study as to the ]?est location for a
new building for certain courts of the United States, to preserve the
Dolly Madison House and other historic buildingsnear the White House for
Cultural and Educational purposes in keeping with the national policy as
enunciated in the historic sites, buildings and antiquities act, and
for other purposes.

A report was written and forwarded on IB May stating that the
Commission of Fine Arts would be glad to cooperate the General Services
Administration and the National Capital Planning Commission in making
a study of the possibility of constructing adequate facilities to house
the Court of Claims, the Court of Customs and Patent Appeals, and the
Tax Court of the United States on a site or sites near the Supreme
Court, Judiciary Square, or along 17th Street, N.W. EXHIBIT 31

L. R. Wilson
Secretary
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?n ga#c : Taft t&. nr.; X?, 19-10*

2 . (X [J<u

2:15 pm

2*

a*

b.

Approval of Minutes of April Ko*ti3Rg

Date of ?»ex£ mooting: 15 Jan© 1950

Easecuiive Seaaion: 14 June I960

c« firmctjafleat of S. 2773, lifting limit cf Authorlaat icr-

for Caanisatai of Fin® Arts

<4. Request for Suppl^ssaat»ry Appropriation for Fiscal
Year 1961.

3. mmm®
** fetleaaX. Soclat.T of Atarlor Ocgtoftre

White House, Diplomatic Reception Boo®* Reftmrlaiirijfc

(Conference at Ifoite House with Mr. Xiehael Gr««-r,

Praaldent
,
national Society of Interior Designers!*

&n,iMr. J* 3« West* Chief Ceher)

4 J00 pa b* Mft,Jfe&g£l££
national Capital Parka

(1) Irmer Loop Freeway - Tunnel through Us.coin Mai-
oria.1 Grounds (Mr* Harry Thompson, Director, Hatl.

Capital Parke)

(.2) Central >isd.nt-er^.noe Shop, . Md.

(>) (ieorge Washington Memorial Bsrkwsay

(a) Gl«*i Ijcho (Hd#) BriJgs. Revised Sedge
(bj Turkey 'Kan (

T/fc*)

(c) Dead Ifen (Y&*) Bridge





Seb^ze Pwaplt>£ StAtic-V;
?^-

(<) ^ /jjjJ

(a) Iheodore .^ooserelt Br . *$*> Approa^hei? W *

(b) Inner Loop . Southwest Freeway, BLemith Dir*** l

OvarpMs '

<(dOC

(1} Lerv: Acquisition* Fort Mw ~ OoriiirmtiQJi

1T^

(2) Ool’jsfeiia FX»zft Urban R*as©wsal Project .v^y^

(.3) June .16 Keating **2000 AD P2^.ni?5g Session**

ol the. Agar
v! Bixay* Kr P SaBspirten, Dept

2apr<m®®£it8 Quarters 7# Fwfe K>"* ;r

O^isl^ryloes Aja^Mmtis&

.Siiafea
vu
"us(1) Oklahoma City G^mHhousa - Sculpture - 3^--

(2) Federal Deposit. Insurance Corporation Falling

Arnsorr Group

Georgetown Post Office (Cueions House) Alterations - Si.&iW'.r

^cetefst of >%nt$ O Ljp $JUl4) •‘Vfe^ [tlrU^

Statue of George Washington for Pre»«»bftti«£i f-o





4

a* Hsparb of action taken tso Shipstee44Lace Ap|slioatl«w®

Since 19 April I960 (f^fiort dated 1? J3ay 1960-dpp^iifc 3.)

b. Pr^iMmrjr Subs&ssioas G;Ss®te*d .Building (revlaed d»ai$fc)

17th Street end Pennsylvania Aventte,SLW*

c. PreXisdn&ry Scalar,?,on s Ccobine tm stores at %X &ad 943
fVmsylv&nia tf«V. into one sioro for. r«na Casaer®.

&cefea»ge* Bwe &<LaM
5. sffiss&jsx

Report of Actions Taken ea Old Goorgotom Act Applications
Sine? 19 April I960 (B&port dated 17 Hay IRoC^-Appeodis; 2)

6 . mm*sm
S. 3381 - Mr. C!r;&Vs* *• 19 %jdl I960 - "To assesses the
national Cultural Center Act, as amended, to enlarge
the sit© •within which the Ihtticaal Cultural Center rasy

be built.w (Report requested and forwarded to Budget Bulpeau.}

be S. 3386 - Mr. Johnston 0 19 April I960 - riTo proride for
the acquisition or construction of a building to be \*#ed

as & residence for pages* of the Semte and of the Htouws

of Representatires , for a Capital Fag«® Residence Board,

and for other purposes. (Rpt requested, letter fwd to
Coamittee)

c, H«R* 8911 - Mr. Seldon ~ 2? August 1959 - *T© provide for
the presentation the United States of a Statue of Gets?.

V^sSiingtorj to thepeeple of Uruguay «nd for ether
grarpoesa.™ (ftpt requested and forward*. 3 to Badge! Bafroyti

nnd Cessed,ttee

}

d. H.R. H8?l - Mr. Josses - 21 ^irli i960 - Sepe as a*

$' 3409 - Mr. Dirfesc**. - 25 April I960 - 2a,^ &?; a. Ab&«*

,

$<• 3403 - Hr* Humphrey • & April • 960 .*&!«»* tivao

Fvi>;..ltV /VU Orv: ;. 1 ;fc

fcrit j' :*•'•
.

/::• £>*v

e£ ihe 'United 8t#U •: „
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$* 3 » 3437 ~ April I960 - Mr* Mar## - provide
tor the eetabllsfraaguai of & munlcip&l *rt» eo^cil
representative of local oo® profit or.'pnl£&ticn$ sad
iaatitd^ws, in the District of Columbia*with acttT©

/T; ,/fL. progrsssas in the arts, to set aside for skaeh local
!y^

f , ^ cultural aotiudtis-f. I p£X* out of e&ofe .ll of tax
revenue of the Ocnf^mant of the District of Colsaafels

and for othar purposes* (Report raquest-ed)
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27 ISt • I960

boar Hr* Oreorj

The mdbera of the Cossstsaion of Fine Arts Tom- it wry
helpful to sneet with you end Hr. West the Chief Usher, at the
White House, on Hay 17 and to discuss the > Ians for refuraishing
the f&floraatie Gtoofptlcn Boots on the rvxmi i floor* this visit
rjft'le it oossifcle to judge the suitability of the proposed furnish-
ings in relation to the actual siae and scale of the room and with
the portraits that hang there.

It was at once evident that, because of the height of the roors,

a chandelier was undesirable a ^ it ms reoorrmded that the offer
of the crystal chandelier be declined with cany thanks for such a
generous offer, the prorosed rug was approved, as to -design and
color. The other itews of furniture were also approved, as well
as the color of the 'mils and fabrics in accordance with the say.les
which you left with Hr* rest. A suggestion was sade to r@> lace the
ejdsting doors at the south and with French doors and I understand
that such a change can be cgd©. The snafeera also agreed that the
dmim for the doors of the china cupboards would be ir^roved i

'

changed in accordance with your sketch, but Mr* West thought that
it would be Impossible to rake such changes at the present iisne*

The next meeting of the Qv^ission will be he.l caa June 14,
when ve will save tiro for further discussion, if you so desire and
will let ub know.

For the Ccemission of Fine Arts 5

Sincerely your®.

David B» Finley
Chairraa

Mr. Michael Sfereer

President
national Society or Interior Designers
50 last 57th Street
Hew York 22, 8.7.

eXHiLiT h
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17 May I960

The Board of Commissioners
for the District of Columbia
District Building
Washington 4, D, C.

Dear Sirs:

A t the meeting of the Commission of Dine /. rts

today, Mr. V/illiam E. Finley, the Director of the National
Capital fTannin; Commis sion showed the nember? of the

Commission of Fine Arts a proposal for developing an area
in Northwest .Washington tc be called Columbia lara

,
bounded

by 23rd Street, Virginia venue, 25th and C Streets. We under-
stand that a hearing is to be held tomorrow with reference to

determining the advisability for establishing a renewal program
for this area under the auspices of the H ©development Land
Agency unci the National Capital lanning Cc remission.

The members of the Comn.-is iion of Fine Arts studied
the plans for the development of Columbia lara and agreed that

it would seem advisable to develo? this arpft as a unit. The
Commission recommends that favorable action be taken by the
Commissioners of the District of Columbia in authorizing the

development of Columbia > laze as an urban renewal project.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours,

David E. Finley
Chairman





2? H%sf

Dear Golem 1

At Alw&r E*9$t.ittg at 17# *&® im&xta of Um Cu.enisaiaa

of Fiat Arts, oonjforrod triUt of tb» District
I^sglnday, th» Air Forco# acri the *rmlt#ei rogj&riixig sha&gos to
^uartars 7, Fort Ttr^lniJu

Vas :2& b&r* '.wialia.'** u«r i;i# oae.J v^ -x-

i.,proy» taa fl^esx^&se of tine iaews asvl auch *iaoa
*3 H*©s«iUM#

For tae ZcmtXw&&Di of Flos Arta:

-Sincerely your®,

!M4 S. Finlay
Chairman

Lt Colonel 3e&«rt L* Co|.w
:Cagia*«r 3©cti©a
Ffcer* 1525
BullSing T-7
Orsmlly Feint
Hfeght^ai 25# 0* 0#

£XHfC it 4
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27 Hay I960
C-

i
.*.- £5<

** «

Oear Mr. Secretary:

I m writing Xn reply to Mr* Boosgtra* s repeat for the
views of the Gosrlssioa of Fine Arts or plans for -presenting

a status of Georgs to the peo. u of yruguay, as
authorised in Public Las? £6-345, 66th CcmgrasB.

H,

-

The esaibera of the Cko&lssics studied the mterial 4neh
l#* Boottstmf a affloe ]: resented at their meeting on Ha, 17* they
noted' that the statue was to be a bronze repliaa of the statue of
George Hashingtas by Hawlm that stands in the Doited States Capitol;
and that trie only olsenros fiu: the origin* involve lowering the
base of the pedestal*

U+

The plans were approved as isresaeiied, i/t h the reocttastidaiicn

that the lower projecting
* Hath of the baas be omitted, and a

single block -of of the saris overall height., as shown in the
skeboh drawing, be used. It weu24 sot be neoessary to aubcdt fur-
ther drawings -:f the proposed changes la the pedestal, ^deh we
usleraband, will be rrade.

. J..

^
ft

For the CceasissiGS of Fisa Arts:
c • * &

Sinceraly yeura.

p.

vS U David H* FiaXey
O ' ' *f' TT

Cbairistai*

Honorable Christian A. Harter
Secretary of State
JtopOtismt of state
%a£dngtctt 25 , D. C.

Exh a B sT 5
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29 April I960

Soar Mr, Ohairrusn:

I an writing in reply tc your latter requesting the views of the-

Consnisaion of Pine Aria on 3. 33S1» 86tb Congress, a hill "to a en

the National Cultural Canter Act, as amended, to enlarge the site
within which the Katicnai Cultural Ceir-ar -ay b« built.”

The Comission o.f Pine Arts has carefully studied the design of
the proposed 'iafcional Cultural Center aud, in the ue -bers 1 opinion,
the success of the design, with its river facade, is contingent on
the acquisition of wore land at the north and in order to reroute the
existing Port “ac Parkway to the east o;. the bu.il-d.nr. The LwpcrWmt
position this building will occupy In tho cultural life of -Washington

and the Matlon will justify the expenditures ~equirod. Tho Cons&aslon
therefore urges favorable action on 3. 061 to e. uhorlse the acquisi-

tion of land required for th 1 s purpose.

The Bureau of the Budget has indicated that there is no objection
to the submission of this report,

For the Coiarxlsaicwi of Pina Arts:

Sincerely yours.

Davii £. Finley
' Chair ’An

Honorable; S«nni3 Ch&rrox *

Chad roar.

Cewnittae on Public Work 3 r-V'd.,

Ihiited States Seriate

Washington, D„C.

PAH10IT $





86th CONGRESS
2d Session S. 3381

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

April 19, 1960

Mi*. Chavez introduced the following bill
;
which was read twice and referred

to the Committee on Public Works

A BILL
To amend tbe National Cultural Center Act, as amended, to en-

large the site within which the National Cultural Center

may be built.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepresenta-

2 lives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That section 3 of the National Cultural Center Act (72

4 Stat. 1698) ,
as amended, is amended by striking out section

5 3 and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

6 “Sec. 3. The Board shall construct for the Smithsonian

7 Institution, with funds raised by voluntary contributions, a

8 building to be designated as the National Cultural Center on

9 a site in the District of Columbia bounded by the Inner Loop

10 Freeway on the east, the Theodore Roosevelt Bridge ap-

I
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7
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11

2

proaches on the south, the Potomac River on the west, and

G Street, between the Potomac River and Twenty-sixth

Street, and F Street, between Twenty-sixth Street and the

Inner Loop Freeway, on the north, which shall be selected

for such purpose by the National Capital Planning Commis-

sion. The National Capital Planning Commission shall ac-

quire by purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, lands neces-

sary to provide for the National Cultural Center and related

facilities. Such building shall be in accordance with plans

and specifications approved by the Commission of Fine

Arts.”
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26 April I960

Dour Mr. Ch*i ream:

I ar. writing in reply to your letter of April 21, requesting
the views of the Courissicn of fine Arts on 3. 3366, 66th Congress,
a bill nto provide for the acquisition or construction of a building
to be used as a residence for pares of the Senate and of the Hones
of Heproeentativea. for a Capitol Pages* Residence Hoard, and for
other purposes."

The provisions of this bill place the responsibility for
selection the site, and approval of the design of the proposed
Capitol Papes* Residence, in the hands of the Architect of the Capitol
and' the Capitol Pages* Residence Board. Mo provision i? made for
seeking the advice of the Cciamiasion of Pine Arts. While the Conv-

rdssicn of Pina Arts is, therefore, not in a rosition to corarent on
this legislation, we would, of course, be willing to render advice
on the design of the building, if requested to dr 30 .

For the Conmissicn of Fins Arts:

Sincerely vonra,v w *

David E. Finley
Chai rraan

/u/-)
—

"

Honorable Dennis Chavea
Chaiman \ Y
Coredtte« on Public Works
United States Seitate ^

(

Washington, 0. C.

FXW/O'-r f





86th CONGRESS
2d Session S. 3386

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

April 19, 1960

Mr. Johnston of South Carolina introduced the following bill; which was
read twice and referred to the Committee on Public Works

A BILL
To provide for the acquisition or construction of a building; to

be used as a residence for pages of the Senate and of the

House of Representatives, for a Capitol Pages’ Residence

Board, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepresenta-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled
,

3 That, there is hereby created a Capitol Pages’ Residence

4 Board (hereafter in this Act referred to as the “Board”),

5 which shall be composed of three Senators, to be appointed

6 by the President of the Senate, and three Members of the

7 House of Representatives, to he appointed by the Speaker of

8 the House of Representatives.

9 Sec. 2. (a) The Board shall (1) acquire real prop-

I



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
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22

23

9

erty for use, or to be renovated for use, as a residence for

pages of the Senate and the House of Representatives, or

(2) select a site and have a building constructed thereon,

for use as such a residence, in accordance with plans prepared

by or under the direction of the Architect of the Capitol

and approved by the Board. Such residence, whether pro-

vided pursuant to clause (1) or (2) of the preceding sen-

tence, shall be in the vicinity of the United States Capitol,

and shall include a gymnasium, cafeteria, television and

recreation room, and study hall.

(b) (1) The Architect of the Capitol shall acquire on

behalf of the United States by purchase, condemnation, dona-

tion, or otherwise, the real property or site selected by the

Board pursuant to subsection (a) of this section.

(2) Any proceeding for condemnation brought under

paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be conducted in ac-

cordance with the Act entitled “An Act to provide for the

acquisition of land in the District of Columbia for the use of

the United States”, approved March 1, 1929 (D.C. Code,

secs. 16-619 to 16-644, inclusive)

.

( 3 )
There is hereby authorized to be appropriated such

sums as may be necessary (A) to acquire and renovate the

real property selected by the Board pursuant to clause ( 1 )
of



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

3

subsection (a) of this section, or (B) to acquire the site

and construct the building authorized by clause (2) of such

subsection.

Sec. 3. (a) Until the residence provided for in section

2 of this Act is ready for occupancy, the Board shall utilize

as a residence for pages of the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives so much of that real property at lot 20, square 692

in the District of Columbia (now known as the Congressional

Hotel) as the Board determines is necessary for such

purpose.

(b) During the period of its use as a residence for pages

of the Senate and House of Representatives so much of the

real property referred to in subsection (a) of this section

as may be used for such purpose shall be known as the “Cap-

itol Pages’ Residence”, and thereafter the building acquired

or constructed pursuant to section 2 of this Act shall be

known as the “Capitol Pages’ Residence”.

(c) The Board shall appoint a headmaster who has had

professional training as an educator and in youth guidance

and two assistant headmasters to supervise pages residing in

the Capitol Pages’ Residence dining such periods as they

are not attending school or are not under the supervision of

an officer of the Senate or House of Representatives. The



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

4

person appointed as headmaster shall also be responsible for

the operation and maintenance of the Capitol Pages’ Resi-

dence under rules made by the Board.

Sec. 4. (a) Each page employed by the Senate or the

House of Representatives shall be required to reside at the

Capitol Pages’ Residence while the Senate or the House of

Representatives, as the case may be, is in session and during

all periods when he is entitled to receive compensation as a

page, unless he is residing with a parent or legal guardian or

a person selected for such purpose by one of his parents or

his legal guardian.

(b) Any page employed by the Senate or the House of

Representatives may, with the approval of the Board, reside

at the Capitol Pages’ Residence during such times as the

Senate or the House of Representatives, as the case may be,

is in recess or adjournment, if he was entitled to reside at

such residence during the session of the Senate or the House

immediately preceding such recess or adjournment or if

he has been appointed as a page subsequent to the end of

such session.

Sec. 5. The Board shall establish such rates and fees

as it deems necessary for residing at the Capitol Pages’

Residence. Such rates and fees shall, insofar as practicable,

be sufficient to make the operation and maintenance of such

residence self-sustaining, but shall not exceed the average
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of rates and fees charged for comparable accommodations

by college and university dormitories in the District of

Columbia. The obligations incurred by any page employed

by the Senate or the House of Representatives, for residing

at the Capitol Pages’ Residence shall, at the request of the

Board, be deducted by the Secretary of the Senate or the

Clerk of the House of Representatives, as the case may be,

from any compensation to which such page is entitled. All

amounts charged for residing at the Capitol Pages’ Resi-

dence, including amounts deducted from their compensation

under authority of this section, shall be paid to the Secretary

of the Senate and shall be credited to the current appropria-

tion for the operation and maintenance of the Capitol Pages’

Residence.

Sec. 6. There are authorized to be appropriated such

sums as may be necessary for the operation and maintenance

of the Capitol Pages’ Residence, to he disbursed by the

Secretary of the Senate on vouchers signed by a member of

the Board designated by it for such purpose.
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15 ie er 1959

Sear Kr. Stans:

I &' writing in reply to the req es+ cf rfr. Phillir

^^r%A3
r

4“^t
«

D1
r
eCl°r

;V
~'

f '* ^ferer-ee? for ’the
7>

s T-k® CaEmiasion o; Fine A -is ->n :rolled bill {. R
1, an act "To pro -lie for the

r ,y t .* United^ea <>: a etatwciOe--;.
' 1 Uruguay, and for other ;ur 3e&,

Wie CouRulasion of Fine Arts has re/iously fav- r* ' >

accent of legislation for this ;ur; ose im ‘ a
'

-la .f
' t the« >n,?ro3s has now lone so. Farora’, ,

- •

•

. >v 1 >;»» wjsiJe/tis r©cqrr\ended.

For the Co^aai n of ?! o i r;:-

S
- 7 /ours,

-avid « Finley
Chairsaan

Honorable Maurice Stans
D1 rector
Bureau of the Budget
Washington 25, D. C.

Pnmn/ff





86th CONGRESS
1st Session

Union Calendar No. 480

H. R. 891

1

[Report No. 1118]

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

August 27, 1959

Mr. Selden introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs

September 1
,
1959

Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State of the Union
and ordered to be printed

A BILL
To provide for the presentation by the United States of a statue

of General George Washington to the people of Uruguay,

and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepresenta-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled
,

3 That the Secretary of State is authorized and requested to

4 procure a bronze statue of General George Washington and

5 present the same, on behalf of the people of the United

6 States, to the people of Uruguay as an expression of appre-

7 ciation for the gift by the people of Uruguay of a bronze

8 statue of General Jose Gervasio Artigas to the United States.

9 Such statue shall be prepared only after the design, plans,
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4
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6
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8
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10

2

and specifications therefor have been submitted to and ap-

proved by the National Commission of Eine Arts.

Sec. 2. There are authorized to be appropriated such

sums as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this

Act, including payment of the cost of such statue, the design

and construction of a suitable pedestal therefor, transporta-

tion, including insurance, and traveling expenses of persons

delegated by the Secretary of State to present such statue, on

behalf of the people of the United States, to the people of

Uruguay.
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AO .'fay l>60

3*&r Chairnan:

X aa writing in reply to your re^ueel ;i»ioa

of Art.3 on 3* }2?9 t a bill, tJ To «hjou th , . j.bll - y.iiiriinga Act of IV59
to provide a study by the National af4 tal ilo. ilsif .'.•••?'•

I*..-jicin, tho Conaral
Service* Ad Inistr&tlori, and ti» Ccn -lac '..on of : '\aa a ta &» to the beet
location for & new Unite? Staten Court .? Cia -i3 ^dlding, and for other
purposes,** deports have also bee.*, reqyvsted on two .--> irdlar bills, S. 3380
and 1. 3403 1 for which it is hoped that t ds re-; ’ill suffice.

The Cotsaiaetan of ^ine Arts w *1 cooperate tilth the General
Services Adc.Aaiatratidft and if - -

•?.. i K> *
' .an -.1 Uoandeaien n easing

a sl-v of the i«oaaibiliti«s c-i n :?r.- n* -'v.jveF.*? facilities « bovao
the '.'cart of G3Alr.fi, the Court of Gastons a-.J Pktent Appeals, and tho Tax
Court of the United a site o. sites near the Supras-se Court,

Judisiary Square, or along 17th .street, .orthwteot.

The CguftiHeion of fine Art 3 understands that, in a iitiots to the United
States Court of Claiwa, a**? the Untteh States Court of . .jstems and. Patent
Appeals, the Tax Court of the United itatea, now hou»r» : in the Internal
ilsvenue building, la badly in need i i new quarters. ;he Tar ior-r has asked
that a building be provided at the sa-a t. h-.u provision l*a • *.ie for tha two
other Courts* lie understar, also that the require *sntn f- r t r tri "©© Courts
would ;-^ak» it laposslbla to ; face tbetj, as proposed, or. the easx air’s of
Lafayette Square without erecting a building that wov.1 •;« a* tail as to
be out of scale vdth other buildl- rs in v.iai area.

At. a hearing which was held before the suboeesstitteo of the donate
Ccomlttee on Public ’.storks on 5 June an ! 2 July 1956, I gave tue views
of the Cosedsal on of Fine Art a as regards a building for the Court of Claims
which we felt should be placed near the District Courts or r««tar the iiuprere

Court, &.» are the other Court » In r/aaliir ^ton* The Cowaiseion of Pin* Arts
is still of the sa~e opinion, and believes the other two Courts should also
be erected in theso general aeipdilxnrhocxie.

If this As not feasible, the Camismion will be glad t© -sec a ha^iaoee
building erected for each of the Courts between Paw Xork and Pennsylvania
Avenues or 17th iVreet, which could be lv- oar ony vie h the boilting of the
A?r*rioaa ’a#d "rcsi.s, ths ira£i Ai.orioan ’buicia, or •

-4 .v; luililitg’. This

£.y ffej? //





site is especially important ae the building areas along 17th Street from
Mew Tork tc Penneylva xia Avenues face the ‘Whi re House Grove's a d the
Pro s 1 lential O’* or- *3

,

Ln the event the Courts are placed in. any cf these areas, we shall be
tffiwnt retain the buililogs on the o&st side of Lafayette

Square, particularly the Belasco Theater which would be useful, if it were
to be rehabilitated, While the house i orderly occupied by irg, dadiron aid
the Cosmos Club has been rreatiy changed fms the tirae Mrs. a*, son lived
thorc, the Ccrardssion would be h*J to see* hi 3 building, end also tho
i'ayuoe House, retained and use I E •

•
• ^ent or rju d-public arenaies,

tins keeping the building • around afayoite Square in scale wit.; .it, John*s
Church and Parish louse on tho north side of the Square, the Goard-ssion
regrets tiiat Lafayette bqnare $ui not aoned urj 7 years a:-. , so that it
would have retained its residential character wiUi its -any interesting
and historic houses.

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that Lt has no objection to the
subs&saion of this report,

For the Goaslselata of Pine i- -

A

Sincerely yours,

David E. Finley
Chairman

s

Honorable hmmis Chaves
Chairman
Coecslttee on Public Dorics

tfaited States Senate
Washington, Q.C.





86th CONGRESS
2d Session S. 3403

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

April 21, 1960

Mr. Humphrey introduced the following bill; which was read twice and

referred to the Committee on Public Works

A BILL
To amend the Public Buildings Act of 1959 to provide a study

as to the best location for a new building for certain courts

of the United States, to preserve the Dolly Madison House

and other historic buildings near the White House for cultural

and educational purposes in keeping with the national policy

enunciated in the Historic Sites, Buildings, and Antiquities

Act, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepresenta-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That the Public Buildings Act of 1959 is amended by adding

4 at the end thereof the following new sections

:

5 “Sec. 18. The Administrator is authorized and directed

6 to conduct a joint study, together with the National Capital

7 Planning Commission and the Commission of Fine Arts, for

I—

O



4

1 this section. The provisions of section 214 of the Act of

2 May 3, 1945 (59 Stat. 134; U.S.C. 691), shall be

3 applicable to any interagency committee created pursuant to

4 this section.”
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