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It is perhaps not very diplomatic to begin a
pamphlet of ths kind with a shocking statement ; yet [ feel it my duty to point out
what I consider a serious drawback of IFastern education : the 2 soroban .# That other-
wise so convenient calculating machine keeps the brain of many a talented young man
shut up from a very important branch of intellectual activity : mathematics. ‘I he writer
admits that for beginners mathematics is a dry subject indeed , but stil there cannot
possibly be a more important science, because : matbematics means truth - the rest is
speculation ; it may or may not correspon- to reality .

Under mathematics let us understand here not that
wide field of so-called # pure mathematics 7 , of which a witty Oxford sclolar maintained
that # it had never done any good and never done any harm#but merely that clementary
training which enables our brains to consider scveral mathematical realities at the same
time and to derive from the ensemble rigorously exact conclusions .

Of course, as time has become to bte considered the
most precious value, time saving devices are a real necessity and the above statement
should be taken simply as a waming against an evil tendency : the exclusive use of
calculating machines even for problems which an ordinary human brain ought to be able
to solve without .

Some of us , whose time is very valuable , naturally
prefer to look only at the practical side of a new idea without taking the trouble to
investigate the mathematical facts that lie at the bottom of it . To those I would
recommend to pass over the second paragraph which explains in detail how my system
of an international phonetic vowel interpu wn = which forms the basis of the Stolze
della Spada international phonetic sho: d» #3vgs decided upon .
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These few pages , the author hopes , with their
practical suggestion, will be of use to those students _who study foreign languages not
for the sake of rushing thoughtlessly through all sorts of literature ( which sometimes
even the compatriots of the authors can hardly understand ) , or only with the vain ambition
of securing a good looking certificate - but for that ideal aim of this beautiful branch
of education :

for the sake of personal contact with people of other races and nations -
that wholesome contact which never fai's to teach those who have ears to hear and hearts
to feel , how much indeed we all may still leamn from cach other.

Otaru, March 1928

J. A. Degen
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[. An easy international phonetic short-hand system.

( Stolze della Spada )

The teachers of modern languages are still divided into two camps

(1) Those who maintain that the study of f oréing tongues ought to be carried out
absolutely without the help of the written language, at least for the first few months,
in order to safeguard the acquirement of good habits of speech, and
(2) those who find this too troublesome for both teachers and students.
These latter claim that the accoustic memory of the average student does not leave
very much room for the optimism upon which the purely oral methods are actually
based. Rather than wasting time in what they consider a hopeless enterprise, they prefer
to make straight for that which, in their minds, is the final goal of the study of
foreign languages: a good reading knowledge. In taking this stand they quite forget
however, how much precious time a conscientious teacher loses by the necessity of
continually correcting false pronunciation if this easy “book.method” is applied.

My suggestion is to solve the contioversy by giving the students something which
would be both practical as an exact phonetic transcription and at the same time
useful for other purposes. :

An international phonetic = Short-hand.

To learn short-hand is perhaps not so essential for Japanesc students in as much
as most of them are able to write down an idea in their mother tongue at considerable
speed, at any rate much quicker than we could render the same idea in our own
spelling.

It is my fum conviction, however, that the knowledge of a phonetically exact

speedwritng system—which after all is only a matter of a few weeks training — would
greatly assist them in the mechanizing and memorizing not only of words, but also

of full sentences and short speeches in foreign languages.

This very important work is rendered extremely difficult if they use conventional
spellings which are by necessity phonetically inconsistent.
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Originally all writing systems were more of Jless® phonetically exact, but as time
clapsed the spoken language changed—mostly perhaps on account of the influence of
foreign tongues==and more and more the old spelling became a hindrance not only
to foreign students but to the natives themselves. That is why the I'rench and Russian
governments have seen fit to take drastic steps for the reform of the old ortho-
graphic rules, steps which are quite likely to be copied by other governments.

Even Natives Confused.

Indeed the confusing effect of a phonetically inconsistent writing system gives rise
to such a variety of different pronunciation—at least of technical terms—among the
natives themsclves that finally even they are hardly able to understand each other.

Under these circumstances the proposal of the reformers to teach first pronunciation
with the exclusion of the conventional spellings, eventually with the use of textbooks
in phonetic trancription, scems perfectly justified.

Put if we are going to use such strange looking texts in our class rooms, would
it not be just as well if they were printed in some international phonetic short-hand 7
My proposal does not, however, aim at such a drastic step all at once. 1t only
leads to this final possibility through three distinct phases :

(a) The Della Spada international phonctic vowel interpunctation consisting only of
dots, dashes and commas of two different types (light and dark) replaces all the
vowel and diphthong sounds of a given text.

These simple signs (ninetcen in ll) can easily be added to any text in the same
way as centuries ago neumes were added to the text of old church songs or as
still nowadays inter-punctation is used to mark the tune of little Japanese songs on
sake bottles.

(b) The Della Spada international phonetic speedwriting system replaces all double
consonants by simple signs and also all interpunctation marks according to a very
simple rule : dots place the following consonant higher up dashes leave it on the
same level and commas place it on a lower line, the number of signs decides
the distance and dark interpunctation influences the type of the following consonant
correspondingly.

(c) The Stolze della Spada international phonetic short-hand. based upon forty
very simple consonant signs (as secen above) and a certain amount of conventional abbre-
viations replaces the rest of the remaining consonants.

Thus the ordinary bandwriting is reduced to such an extent that it becomes possible
to write five or six times quicker than the greatest possible ordinary handwrit'ng speed.

Pedagogical Standpoint.

From the purely pedagogical standpoint in addition to giving the students a quick and
_easy means of phonetic transcription, the introduction of such a system would forcso-to
speak-the_:l?qu-_csc student in particular to abandon the bad habit of mechanizing foreign
words on the basis of that very limited number of syllables which compose his mother-tongue
and thus a great stumbling block, which is very often underestimated, would be removed,

It cannot be too often repeated to the Japanese students that “Onsetsu bunri” may be
alright when they have to write and to memorize Japanese words, but to apply a sort of
“onsetsu-bunri”’ to KFuropean languages would mean learning first not only some fifty but
hundreds, perhaps thousands of different syllables, and that for this reason in the stuay of

foreign ianguages they must always clearly divide leuropean words intoa their particular con-

sonant and vowel sounds just as uropean children do when they first start to write,

—qt )

This very important task (boin-to shiin-no tunri) can be learnt by the application of a
short-hand system which clearly covers all the different vowel and consonant sounds of a
language.

To find such a system suitable for one language is easy, to arrange it in such
a way that it can be applied to all the most important languages is a little more
difficult but by no means a hojcless proposition in view of the fact that it is
possible to discover a surprisingly short list of easy wolds, which actually contain
all the different vowel and consonant sounds of the Irench, German, English, Italian,
Spanish, lussian and . apanese languages, and Isperanto.

The system of which | am the sponsor, is based upon such a list. It is an
adaption of the system Stolze-Sehrey which is popular in Germany and in Fwitzerland
to my personal needs as a student of modern languages and as such it has been
very helpful indeed.

[ do not maintain that the system Stolze-Schrey is the only one that allows such
adaption to new requircments; as a matter of fact, for the innovation which I propose,
it is of mo import which system is given preference, but about the great benefit
ttat may be derived from the innovation in itsclf, 1 have not the slightest doubt.

Every student who is able to mechanize properly that short list of monosyllables
and learns how to render them in the Stolze della Spada system or any other inter-
nationa' phonetic short-hand will have a sure mcans of exactly and quickly registering
the pronunciation of any of the hundreds of thousands of words t‘m

languages from which they are taken.
Not only that but’ikkyo rvotoku”at the same time, he will have obtained the
knowledge of an easy intermational short-hand system, an accomplishment that counts

very bhigh at the present time of speedy progress.

. S. ‘lThis introductary article was published in Tokvo in the # Japan limes & Mail #
on March the 11th 1928
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[1. The Della Spada international phonetic vowel interpunctation, of 20, the French language of 29, Ttalian of 23, Spanish of 19, Russian of 12,

Japanese of 16 and KEsperanto of 8 clearly distinguishable vowel and diphthong
sounds. (These figures include only a limited number of the most important diph-

If linguistic experts talk about the incon- thongs; about others see below)
sistency of our conventional spellings , they mean first of all the confusing way in Does this mean that altogether 148 different
which vowel sounds are represented in our written languages. vowel sounds are used in these languages 7

In English we have many classic examples, f. i.
the same “ou” combination in “loud”, “rough” , “neighbour” , “boudoir” and in “boumn”
stands for entirely different vowel sounds.

Of course not. There are sounds which occur with
only very slight variations in several of these languages at the same time. As to

e " -

In German we have only one letter respectively these variatio_ns therc may be ground for controversies among pedantic specialigts,
for three totally different “o0” ard “e” sounds. but for. practical purposes they ate really so small as to be indeed neglicible. It
In French the “en” in “lent” and in “bien” are would in fact not harm anybody if by some means, in accordance with the spirit of
not pronounced in the same way. our age, modern languages, instead of moving apart, were drawn a little closer
In Russian we write “ee” and pronounce “yeyo”, together.

the “o” in unaccented syllables is pronounced like *a”, etc. etc.

These few examples could be multiplied a
thousand times and all because of the deplorable fact that our alphabeths have not
sufficient letters to cover all the vowel sounds occuring.

The scheme below shows how from these different
languages similar sounds can be couveniently eliminated. ‘I'he broceeding, at the same
time allows us to judge the relative importance of the different vowels.

W ____.,_,_h,_,.._,‘.r..m_ m:

No other written language however shows such _ : [n thfﬁ 5‘-']}‘-'3““3 the reader can see how the
an arbitrary state of affairs as Modern English « Habits of *‘speech economy” which surely respective fmmber of different .:?{‘}UII{'IS contained in these eight different languages
were started in the very early Middle English period became in the course of time so (recorded in the A columns) is gradually reduced by eliminating from them the sounds "
deep-roojed, that all the efforts of the entire 1gth century to retum to *correct” recorded in the adjoining B columns. ‘
pronunciation “according to the spelling” have been in vain. No wonder that with this First of all however we have to agree upon this
agel?ng conflict bctwc_cn the conventional spelling and the 5?1)(2)1{611. Iang"t;:age the 1)r0h[em very i1mportant distinction of i
of English pronunciation represents for many students difficulties which are well-nigh a) open and closed vowels (the latter to be marked with a dash on top, f. i. ¢ 7,) i
i And yet, Engli:h children learn their mother- and b) short and long vowels {the latter to be marked with a dash in front osnts) ;
tongue just as casily as those of other nationalities and only as to the time which is
needed for the definite acquirement of good pronunciation there may be slight individual A B A B A B A B A B A
and national dilferences. ' e -
Here it is where plain mathematics comes in : English : 21 17 17 13 13 { -0 15
If the English language has a variety of 46 distinct vowels and consonants and the T2
Japanesc language has only 32 of these and 5 characteristic Japanese sounds besides, we German : 20 16 13 7 ( ‘"L‘ 5 .‘ 4
have a good explanation for the curious phenomenon that some foreign children born in -0 -u
Japan seem to learn Japanese more quickly thany are able to master the language of French : 29 { i 25 27 16 | e 12 I u 7
their parents. at least as far as counds are concerncd, and keeping these figures in
mind everybody at once understands the hopelessness of the attempt to try to render the Italian : 23 | e 19 16 8 .; s | o 4
sounds of the KEnglish language by a writing system based upon the syllables of oriental ' 4{ { i 0
languages. Spanish ¢+ 19 I 0 15 11 " - & +
I.ooked at from the stand point of international iy d
phonetics the Japanese language is in fact built up upon a comparatively small number of Russian : 12 l u 8 6 i 1 [ _ 1 1
quite natural sounds, easy to distinguish and to reproduce. But this does not mean that et e o
the phonetics of occidental languages are very much more complicated ; as will be seen Japanese : 16 12 9 '{ -e - a 3
from the following investigation the difference is in reality very small indeed. ' s o
Esperanto: 8 4 i - o % - g
How large is the variety of siunds which the human vocal apparatus 148 :: & —;l—
is able to produce ? e l o o
— . —— cnie— £
Evidently it must be considerable but no doubt 4 5 4 2 Y + 3 4 H = 8
linuted, For our purpose it will be sufficient to know with a certain degree of exactitude s~
the number of clearly distinguishable sounds used in all the most important languages. 51

We will here only try to settle this

question as far as vowels are concerned.
Professor Palmer in his # First course of
English phonetics # tells us that Southern English has 21 different vowel and diphthong

Thus the-original number of 148 is finally
reduced to 51 which we will divide into two gioups :

£ T ; . : ' 30 most important sounds occuring in two or more langua and
d f ; S i : 5 anguages an
sounds Starting from this basis we may equally say that the German language has a variety . S st for oettath Bingw _
{( 6))
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sounds are longer than the corresponding oriental diphthongs, which difference is marked
by a little vertical line across the latter’s interpunctation. ( ... ese ——— )

4 are we will investigate later; “
What the latter a ’ Similarly the same mark has been chosen for

to the former, which may be called International vowel sound's, we will apply the phonetic the vowels in 7 great 7 and » See #

interpunctation given below and classify them as follows : .

18 simple vowel sounds: and 12 diphthongs:

a---al ei -e’ -'Eq E i "'i; 01 ""0, ‘0. 0' U, "U, 0' -O' u’ -U, ai’ a'l.l, Eil e‘-ll 10] _lol lul ull uol mol

L1 i - L] - . o b i ’ " "y Y ’ ,’

The two different sounds

oi (international) and oi (German & French) , marked similarly by eee
will be distinguished by marking the first on top, the latter below:

ot & oi
ape

It will be noticed that this list of interpunctations
contains only dots, dashes, and commas of two diffcrent types, which can easily be
added to any printed text.

The application to the KEnglish language.

OfF all these sounds the English language has but eight, namely:
-= - ('--.) . .. » ’ ’ and LB
. occuring respectively in @

are yes 1S see pot all look root

calm
Besides these the Fnglish language has 13 other

vowel sounds which occur in the following words :
judge her why joy now great go fear there more sure a & and

which we will mark by the same sign but in a

different way as the nearest sound in the list above, paying careful attention to the difference.
l hus we will employ the same sign e for the wvowel

. .. ", ,-1.,. - ——Fp -’ -’ al by s N)H ‘, ,. ,' aese ®iw

# go 7 v 7 T.ohn #
L A
In this case the different position of the dashes and
commas is supposed to remind us that the English sounds involved arc actually diphthongs
ending with short 717 and 7 u # respectively.

Next let us consider the short English sound
in #and”. As there is no short #a” in English therc is no objection to mark this sound
in #and? like the short Z#a# of other languages. I'o mark the difference we will however
place the sign above in the Inglish words.

English 7 chat » French # cas 7 .

The only 1eal difficulty is caused by that
#Sorgenkind# of English phoneticians, the obscure sound in the indefinite article #a”
and in unstressed syllables. As it stands phonetically between » & - we might mark it
by a combination of the two = , but in view of our final purpose we will adopt the French
Zaccent aigu” ( ~ )."The sound thus marked may be considercd a deformation of an open
vowel (e, a, u, or 0) under the influence of stress, as it is always found in syllables preceding
or following a stressed syilable. ‘I his important fact we have to keep in mind.

As stress mark the French # accent grave ”
( ~ ) has been chosen. N\ 7

Similarly the final #murmur sound” of *tailor? is
not produced ,as many foreign students seem inclined to think, by the presence of final
# r” , but by the simple fact that so much stress is jut on tke first syllable, that a
clear and distinct pronunciation of the second syllable becomes, if not physically impossible,
at least more difficult than its actual rendering in modern F nglish.

Accordingly we may also consider # fear 7 .
there 7, # more # # sure # and even # her # as original bi-syilables, the second part of
which has become rudimentary under the influence of strong stress on the first syllable.
(This may not be true in every case, yvet 1 know of no simpler theory by which to teach
a foreign student the proper pronunciation of such words)

) As the first sound of these so - called diphthongs
is still decidedly longer than i in #kid” , ¢ in #let? , o in # got” and u in 7 look #

it has been decided to mark these sounds with two dots, dashes & commas respectively

plus 7 r 7 1. e.

S X i ee
in English #judge” as in the case of German #Gotz” « The German #Umlaut? sign fear there more sure or still better fear there more sure like her
will remind us that inspite of this similar interpunctation we are here in front of two --r ,,r IF | % v » |
different sounds, the German sound being a little more closed than the Knglish vowel °e se  es with marks on top or Lelow the #1’s , to remind

which in fact approaches the short a sound. With this restriction we may place the same
phonetic mark in the same way namely inside of the corresponding vowel :
judge love (Fnglish) Gotz (German) & swul (French)
°s Similarly we will mark
7 her” like #Gothe” & 7 ceux 7 (French) , remembering that the KEnglish
sound is open & nearly the same as the onec in #Gotz# but longer and is always, in
writing, followed by #r# which however in modern English is hardly audible in speech.

(Note that in order to keep these two sounds apart, the two dots in” her # have been placed
above the #r# in the German & French words above the vowel. )

Next we will mark

us that as as in her, girl, purse etc. an #r# marked thus is not pronounced tut displaced
so to speak by that same obscure sound of the indefinite article .

With these few reservations the application of
the Della Spada inteinational phonetic vowel interpunctation to the KEnglish language is

settled and we can proceed to the seven typical ¥rench and the one remaining
Russian vowel.

The seven typical French sounds in question
are those that occur in the following words :

Je leur dois un bon vin blanc .

As for the very frequent diphthong in #dois?
there is no objection to mark it in the same way as #au# which is so seldom in the
French language that it has not been included in the 28 Fiench vowel sounds. In order
to separate these two similar phonetic interpuncations we will mark

# why 7 like - kﬂ-‘ 4 International # au # tau with three strong dashes Lelow
4 bDY v v 7 o1 7 li‘l'ﬁﬂﬁh 7 o1 7 :-Ef o & » 4 above
7 now 7 v 7 kau 7 ) . = oo °n As to the long opense sound in 2 leur 7 we
& . will mark it like girl i. e. leur keeping in mind however that in the French word
remembering that the English
(8) ((9) ¥
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the # r #sound is clearly andible. Apart fiom this detail the two sounds in question
aie practically the same ; thus by marking them similarly we reduce the number of different
interpunctations by I , i. e. from 51 to 350.

The short closed o sound in # je # (always final like the corresponding long sound in

# ceux # ) will be marked by a big dot above the vowel : jé, me, le etc

The four French nasal sounds we will mark above of below the # n # i. e.

e 9 : [ I ]
un bon vin blanc
29 - -

At last we come to that dark vowel which forms the
stumbling b'ock of all foreign students of the Kussian language: #-bl # . As the Russian
language has ro o sou.d, we ca saf cly also choose * « 7 for this vowel, marking it however
below. Thus we will have

Mbl Tbl Bbl

All these arrangements above are summed up in a
clearly arranged synopsis below and all that remains to be done is to try out this

international  vowel interpunctation

on the most important languages and to inspect

_the final use we can make of it .

((10))

Della Spada’s synopsis of

An international vowel interpunctation.

for use in the

Stolze della Spada international phonetic short-hand.
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Directions for using this synopsis.

It is to be remembered that
a) All dots in this interpunctation  correspond in short—hand to an upward

vowel line, which in the case of one dot is short and steep

T —#‘
" » r two dots a little longer and less steep
P » 7 three dots still longer and still less steep.

———

All dashes correspond to horizontal vowel lines .
1 which also in every case may

All commas » r downward 7? »

be of three different lengths and of light or dark type .
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III. The Stolze della Spada international phonetic short-hand

and

its application to the KEnglish language .
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It is based upon the following principles : y

a) All consonants and consonant combinations are replaced by simpler signs.
( The futy signs atove, representing the consonants
of eight different languages, form the basis of the system, )
b) All vowels, diphthongs and triphthongs, with the help of the Della Spada international
vowel interpunctation, are expressed ( as in (Gabelsberger, Stolze Schrey and other '
systems ) by the position of the following consonant and in case of these vowels
being final by lines cotresponding to these positions. The number of these positions
has been increased to 18, which correspond to the 18 different signs of the above

mentioned international vowel interpunctation.
Inspite of this increasc the application, as will be

seen in the following pages is a child’s play, even ecasier, Idare say, than leaming
Kata Kana.
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The scheme beside shows the disposis
tion of these 18 positions !

From point O nine diffe-
rent lines can be drawn to point I, 1I,
111, etc. corresponding each to a certain
vowel sound, hence their name Vowel
lines. Below we have some of these
vowel lines illustrated with the corres-
ponding interpunctation,

We have from

! ¥l -
Oto1 the vowel line # — # correspond. to the vowel in Zet?,%est? ,2¢?&%e¢7 -
: (French) . (Italian)
OwlV ¢ @# & » » to 7 » P ryr & 2 M7
(French) (Russian)
Oto V ?* % » P AP » to 7 » z & (_i)
(Japanese exclam.) .
O to Nl * » o BB Vs to 7 o o 717 & #uyg»rr
( English)
O IN % PL R e ” T A oL S T
(English verb)
etc. efte.
Now drawing dark type lines we would have from
O to 1I the vowel line # = # correspond. to the vowel in # ah 7# -
(German & Irench exclam.)
Do ¥ e 4 ? to # # in “Zau” & %ay” e
(German) (lussian)
D V' 2 &7 ey ” to 7 S 4 7 eux 7 5o
( French)
O to VI 7 v v 7 I—!—# 4 to 7 v & CPAY (Oi) eer
(Japanese )
OwwlIX » 2# Voo WY i s S, 7 eut? 9
( French)

etc. etc.

+ The vertical dash across this vowel line and corresponding
inter-punctation reminds us that the sound in question is a short one,

Now suppose we have. mono-
syllables beginning with #t# and end-
ing with # r # (the short-hand signs
for which are # /# and 7 O 7) all
we have to do is to choose the proper
vowel line and to put #t# at the be-
ginning and #r# at the end of it

As we have nine light lines and
nine dark lines we have the 18 possi-
bilities illustrated beside.

Note that to the right we have
a dark type of 707 , the consonant
has taken the type of the preceding
vowel line. o

These 18 individual possibillities nced not in every
case correspond to exactly the same vowel sound in all languages, but tlose who will take
the trouble to find out for themselves will quickly come to the conclusion that the arrange-
ment suggested in the scheme of the international vowel interpunctation (see above) forms
about the most satisfactory solution imaginable.

‘I hat scheme tells us which different vowel sounds
may le rendered conveniently by the same position; in short the principle to be followed is
simply ¢ Use always the same position where the same vowel interpunctation would be applied,
or when reading shortshand, always associate the same position with the same vowel

interpunctation. _
Thus, out of the 18 different short-hand words above,

which according to our scheme might correspond to a large variety of totally different
sounding words, the following will be found as actually occuring in the languages which
said arrangement is supposed to cover :

I corresponding to “ter” ( Esperanto)
2 % to 7taire” ( French)
5 » to 72 Teer” (German)
5 7 to Ztar? ( English)
6 ” D 7 ta-ivgr 4 ( English)
7 ” to 7tir? (Esperanto) € 2TpP# (Russian)
8 » a)to 7tire” (French) & #Tierz ((ierman)
and b) to “Ztear” ( English)
9 7 to Ztire” ( Fnglish)
12 4 to #teuer? (German)
13 » to “Ztor? ( English)
14 7 to “Ztore” ( kinglish)
15 » to #Thor” (German)
17 » to Ztour?” (English) & ~#tour” (Irench)
to “tur? (Spanish) € ~#typ # (Russian)
18 7 to Zlwm? (Gierman)

(see:8a & 8b and 17a & 17b)

Now any one
of the 18 possibili-
tivs above presents
again 18 new poss-i-
bilities as for the
final vowel. Thus
we may magine §

11

|

In order to be phonetically exact the system, as wiil
be noticed, allows a slight difference in size, not in shape of the consonants in question.
Latin and-slavoric 7 / # is a little shoiter, Knglish and Japancse 2& *  slightly larger.

(Tt will be remembered that the rot pronounced
Fnglish final #r” has been preserved purposely in order to distinguish the two possibili-
ties of the O-V position (the two sounds in Ttea? & ftear’ )

J__,_ I..&.._._ yo—+

B g — . e i — - N

This leads us
into the wide range
of possibilitics espe=
cially in the latin and
oriental languages.
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Out of these possibilities we will notice only those to the left, representing @

I«l) #tg}ﬂ'? (Ru&&iﬂ.ﬂ)

b) 27 37 (Japanese )

<) ~aags (“""fi’ NB. The basis of ,0s (or the end of the
d) : tira '; (i‘%pan:s ) the vowel line of the first syllable) thus
e) 7torro” (Italian) kecomes the new 70, the starting point
f) # v y » (Japanese) of the vowelline of the second syllable.
g) #Thure” (German)

etc. etc.

It is tobe remembered that thus by simply

increasing the positions of ordinary short-hand from 12 to 18, not only 18 times 18
possibilities for bi-syllables, have been created but-as the international phonetic
vowel interpunctation allows 51 different interpretations of these 18 positions-we actually
have, as far as these 2 consonants plus 2 vow:ls are concerned, more than 2000 different

possibilities, which is most probably more than we need to cover all the corresponding bi-
syllables not only of the languages of our fellow men. but also of those of our friendly

quadrupeds and winged polyglots as well.
Now in order to prove the reliability of

my system from the phonetic stand point, I will first demonstrate its appiication to the

language which is supposed to have the most complicate phonetic rules ! English,
Out of the 40 signs in the following scheme

25 only are needed for the English langnage @

Cog g e Wl A R &

you, do, to, great, cat, but, place, sure, are, sea, here, love, joy, church,

Zf»,,.\_.."-\.\.g?[) C

my, and, bring why, look, ease, will, farm, there, thrill, pleasure,

the signs all corresponding to the underlined
consonat of the I'nglish words below. (Note the difference in size of these consonants.)

Now after this preliminary explanation let
us try this intcrnational short-hand on a little rhyme which was published in the Osaka
Mainichi on January the 23d and which is supposed to contain all the vowel and consonant
sounds of the English language.

The wretched thing (I call it a #wretched?
thing because it does not show in the least the considerable difficulties under which
it was put together) runs as follows:

((16))-

& LT

The thrills ?f' ceuntry life .

b g
l.ook here there’s a place for her #And you ,
.- [ ]

»

W hich sul'(:l}'-:' brings toil , bat pléastire  too .

Nia | . .1-
why', what great joys all trees will bear
' »

"

n

for the lovely farmér's home out there |

= i - -

Note the international vowel interpunctation . All the English vowel sounds are
rerresented . ( See ‘synopsis of Della Spada’s i. v.i. ) A closc inspection will also
prove the presence of all the KEnglish consonants.

as follows :

L]

a) All sounded vowels are replaced
by corresponding interpunctation.
Mute vowels are dropped. Every dot,
dash or comma occupies the space
of an ordinary letter.Final # r" s #
are preserved although they are
not audible. The #Zaccent aigu # of
the obscure wvowel sound is re-
placed (except in #a” and ?the”
and at the beginning of words)
by the interpunctation of the
open ¢ ( - ), the interpretation of
which will depend upon the location
of the stress mark ( « ) (sce above)

-

We now proceed

L’l«: heer thears 7 plea-c f.; J hear =nd }'n

wh.ch S 1 rle brengs  tasal bst plos.r t

is to be remembered by the characteristic word picture . )

b) Dots go above ,
commas below
dashes remain on the same level.

Definite article is reduced to # th #

+ id
Witues wh't g ot fans N . Wil OL.r
"
v Jthe Yol formas K thacet their
" vjw
4+ Note the two dashes and the effect of
stress. ( In speed writing of course the stress mark-: will be omitted and the word
L khorthaspleec f r hr ond vy
& " 4
wh'ech s 1" br'ngs t 1 bt pLs.r %
173 /)
Wh "wht gr..t i s Il tr's wil b.r
/ 7
Fr B TV Lamay b vt th ¥

only.

" /1)

(17))
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c) Following consonant takes the
p] ace and type of the last pre-

ceding interpunctation mark.
Thus the distance will be depen-

ding upon the number of signs.

final interpunctation is replaced
by a line of corresponding type,
length and direction .

T &
I, h th rs~/ pl - A Ry nd vy

k r \

ch ngs 1 ¢
wh S br t b plsr t
ﬂ/ \
g S I
Wh~"wh gr t j tr w bor
; AN
vi /
f th |1 f rmrs h ¢ th ¢
r m

b) Double consonants are replaced by the [abridged signs of the Stolze della Spada

international phonetic short-hand .

line cannot be strictly observed ; the only essential thing is however that, as ¥, 3.

( In the case of big size consonants the vowel

in the case of #look” the #k# will be standing at the end of the supposed vowel line
for short #u? ( O-WII ) i. e. in point VII and that the #k# takes the type of this

vowel line ( dark ).

ch. rl, br, ngs,

underlined sound in pleasure
or, 11, tr, vl, and rm combinations.

Vo

j—"

’;.’;LLJ/_"!ML NENRENY)
forl -« 1'1‘"'::?- 4 AL

|
4
+
|

#—T* FEFEREY 1 JFT R 1
i p {14 ] -
4 | ]

e) All remaining consonants are also replaced by the still simpler signs of said

short-hand system @

This is, in a nutshell, the aﬁ'mﬁm
of the Stolze della Spada internatio-
nal phonetic short-hand to the Eng-
lish language.

IV. The use of it .

When the little English rthyme appeared in the
Osaka Mainichi a friend of mine said to me : # Oh, a little English # waka # containing
in 31 words all the sounds of the English language , how very curious | Put, after all
the trouble it must have given you , what!s the use of it 7 #

Well , it did not takc me very long time to
discover some intelligent Japanese students who quickly found out what could be done
with it and this is what they are doing :

X The first of them recites the rhyme over and
over again as a sort of moming prayer . He can do it at the rate of 150 times in half
an hour ( hic] ) and he says it helps him to prepare his vocal apparatus for the English
language . ( I think he is absolutely right there . Children who leam to speak have
pronunciation difficulties only until they have mechanized a certain , surely limited
number of words containing all the sounds of their mother tongue . )

The second student tried the rhyme on a certain
foreign missionary and asked him, kindly to watch for his most conspicuous pronunciation
defects . In this way he found out with mathematical precision what the trouble was with

his English speech habits .

The third student who happens to be in my short-
hand class sat down at once and did not stop practising this little rhyme in short-hand
until at last he was able to write down the whole thing in 30 seconds, i. e. nearly as
quickly as he was able to recite it, and then , to his great surprise he all of a sudden
discovered that he had completely got the idea of the system and that now le could not
only write the 31 words of the little # waka # but was able, by simple analogy, to write
and read- in short<hand more than 1000 colloquial English words, in fact nearly 75% of
his entire vocabulary .

How this was possible will be deduced from the
following list of 1000 mostly colloquial English words in their rendering in the Della Spada
international phonetic short-hand , so grouped as to contain always the same vowel sound
in the vertical columns and in the horizontal columns always the same consonant sound ,

including at the bottom of the list also a large variety of typical English consonant
combinations .

Naturally for very great speed , like in the
German # Debattenschrift # a certain amount of conventional abbreviations will have to
be chosen for all languages. and the speciil treatment of a few difficult words will have
to be decided, but that, as in other systems, can easily be done within the general outline
o.ven in this short pamphlet. As it is the purpose of this pamphlet to demonstrate the
possibility of using an easy international short -hand system in the study of foreign languages,
the lists below naturaily contain only the full phonetic word pictures , which may be
shortened considerably as soon as the students arc able to associate them easily and
quickly with ¢heir correct oral rendering .

—((19))
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Similar phonetic lists for the French and German and Japanese
languages are in print ; other literature will follow and will be obtainable from the

Otaru Koto Shogyo Gakko # Ikkio riotoku # ciub .
Otaru , 19 of March 1928
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International short-hand transcription.
Table T.

Della Spada *s English phonetic tables
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Della Spada’s English phonetic tables
with

Intemational short-hand transcription.

Table 7. *
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Della Spada *s English phonetic tables
with

Intermational short-hand transcription.

Table T
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Table T.
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Plan of study .

Mechanize properly & memorize the short English rhyme.

Read aloud the vertical columns of the phonctic tables T. J[. J[. & .
paying special attention to consonant changes .

s # 2  horizomtal col. # L4 v » vowel 4 s

Practisc the rhyme in its phonctic short-hand transcription, paying special
attention to the different  English vowel-lines  ( their direction, length and
type ) until you are able to write the rhyme in shost -hand at a comfortable
and steady speed. For practise use specially ruled paper such as supplied by
the 7 lkkvo riotoku »  club.

Read the vertical short—hand columns paying careful attention to the
consonant changes.

Read the horizomal short ~hand columns # » » # # changes
in the vowel lines.

Write vertical and horizontal columns in short-hand upon dictation .

Write upon dictation short sentences composed of words contained in these
phonetic tables.

Apply amalogical treatment to other words of your vocabulary. I.ong words
which would result in a too complicate word picture are better divided up
into syilables which however must be written close to each other to remind
you that they represent one word only .

Apply to the # Ikkyo riotoku » club for informtion as to the special treat-
ment of difficult words.
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The Otaru Koto Shogyo Gakko 7Ikkyo riotoku?
club will supply to those interested in the ~#Stolze della Spada

international phonetic Short-hand 7 -
The present pamphlet containing all  necessary instructions for

beginners. Price 70 sen
Della Spada’s phonetic tables # 30 sen
per language . ( 20 sen only for orders above 50 copies. )
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