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United States of Americs

N
)

City, County and State of New York

. George E. Sokolsky, a native born cltizen of the United

Stetes and a restdent of 300 West &nd Avenue, in the City and State

of New York, being duly sworn, doth depose and say:

1 do not recell when I first met Mr. Mamoru Shigemitsu., I

arrived in Chine in the Spring of 1918 and fipelly et 1t.4An"1931%,

During the intervening years 1 became acquainted with Ko moru
Shigemitsu and his wife and we formed a fast friendship which
lasted until 1 left the Far East 1n 1531. Ve dined together; we
visited each other's families; we of'ten ettended dinner parties
and dances et the Majestic Hotel and other places. bany American,
British, and Chinese guests attended these parties and many of

them were gliven by Chinese in his honor. ©Shigemitsu achieved a

personal popularity among Chinese unequalled by any other Japanese.

My own friendship with Shigemitsu arose from the fact that I
had been véry fond of his predecessor at the Japanese Embassy in
Feking, Saburi, whe had committed sulcide because of opposition
to militarism in his country. I knew that Shigemitsu had come
ander the influence of Saburi and that his tendencies and opinions
were anti-militarist, toward the West, and toward what is 80
generelly ocalled nowadays, d emocratic government. In many conver-
sations over meny years we discucssed these problems with utter

and complete candour and I think I knew his mind as well as anyone
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could and that he, at all times, believed that the future of hiax.
country lay in the slosestﬁ;elations with Great Britain and the
United States.

I find, among my notes, that on “unday, December 21, 1930,
I discussed with Shigemitsu, “hinese Minister of Finance T, V,
Soong's plen Tor settling the outstanding difficulties between
Chine and Japan, particularly in relationship with loans and
loan egreements. At that time Mr., Soong was discussing this
problém with representatives of the Japanese Government and Japanese
banking interests. Conversations had been held &t various tlimes
and places prior to my conversation with Shigemivsu, The previous
June, I had been in Tokyo and had discussed this aquestion with
Baron “hidehara and Mr. Inouye of the Yokohema Specie Pank and it
appears that both expected an early settlement of tihe finencial
and political problems and w expressed greet hope for it. “~hige-
mitsu, during that conversation, m& made the point that it would
be simpler to fihga.soft spot in Japan than it was in China; that
the anti-Japanese movemsent in vhina was stronger than the resistance
to Yhine in Japan. At sny %X rate, we talked for some three hours,
covering ths entire field, end “higemitsu thsn expressed & desire
that & settlement should be reached with great speed as h&F@ared
that there might be trouble betwesn the two countries, if nothing
were done. ile did not threaten trouble, but cleerly hored that a
way could be found to settle once and for all the impedi‘mﬂnts
to friendly relations. 3

My notes indicate that he expressed hidmself as follows: that
he feels that his career 1s at stake in the s ettlement of this
questibn and he also realizes the necessity for speed and that he

2




Def. Dow. #1793 |
will devote himself to finding a basic formulae without resorting

to what he called a scientific solution. My iﬁpression at the

time was that he would meske & proposal to accert a fifty per cent
debt which
settlement of this BEbxxwhizk the Uhinese owed the Japanese. <The

n
whole conversation indicated a very strong desire to be of tremem-

dous assistance to China.

1n March of 1931, I found myself ageiln in Japan and before
this visit to Japan, “higemitsu, T. V.Soong and I had lunch in
T.V.Soong's office in Nanking where we discussed the entire
prospect again of a settlement between Chine and Japan and Shige-
mitsu practically pleced himself at the disposal of T, V. Soong.
I was astonished that a representative of any forelgn couptry,
particularly Japan, would go es far es Shigemitsu did 1n alding
China. -

I heve before me a letter, written on March 17, 1931, by me
to T.V.Soong. That letter would indicate that 1 had been Mr.
Takeuchi and Mr. Tani of the Foreign Office end thet a draft had
been drawn up for me to send to Soong and that they had agresed
that this questicn of setilement of the outstanding problems
between Chine and Japan should be handled in Japan by Nr. Takeuchl
and Mr. Tani and in “hina by Shigemitsu. I quote the first sentences
of the memorandum:

"I gxplained to Mr, Takeuchi that I was not empowered to
discuss the Consolidated Debt Ruestlocn but that negotiations were
continuing between Minister Soong and Mr. Shigemitsu and that I
looked forward to an early settlement..;"

The gist of this memorandum bs of no impordtance in the

present instance except to indicate the general feeling in Japan

3
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at the time, particularly in the Foreign Office and the Ministry
of Finance and among Japanese bankers that Shigemitsu was closer
to the Chinese than any Japanese had been in recent years and
that he was doing a great service to prevent a break between the
two countries. I must make this point, that in March I Iaxm=mdyx :
already knew that should this discus&ion feil, the consequence

might be a complete break of all relations between “hine and Japan--
a break which occurred the following September -- and that 1f
Shigemb¥itsu failed, the failure would be of world-wide consequence.
It is from this standpoint that I quote & paragraph from my memo -
rendum of that date:

"His people (the Jaranese to whom I was speaking) would kike
l1ike to go ahead with the plan now being considered by the Minister
and ¥r. Shigemitsu, and will be ready to make a reasonable sacri-
fice, provided =11 the other creditor countries make similar
gacrifices. At any rate, they were anxious for speed 1n settlement,
es they believed that speed involved a bremendous advantage to the
National Government, while at the same time, it would ¥ close
this question in Japanese political and financial circles and
engender a better atmosphere. I agreed that =pyp speed was a2 neces-
sity and hoped thet the conversations between the Minister of
Finance (T.V.Soong) end Mr, ~“higemitsu would, at any rate, be so
far advanced by May 5, that it would be possible to include a
discussion of the problem in your (Soong's) address to the “Yonsti-
tuent Assembly which opened at that time, Mr, Takeuchl expressed
the Opihion that Japan would place no obstructions in your path,
provéded & fair percentage could be worked out. “he Japanese
recognized the necessity for reduction and the question of the

L
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percentege of reduction involved fairness anﬂfmateimanship on

both sides."

During the week of March 10 to 17, 1931, the date is not
specific in my notes, I spent an hour and one half with Baron
Shidehara who was then in cherge of the Foreign Office. Nr, Tanl
was present. DBaron Shidehara was, at that time, under terrifioc
attack in Japen beceause of whet was regarded_as an over-friendly at-
t1tude toward China, His own position was becoming increasingly
difficult. He said that he depended entirely upon Shigemitsu
whose attitude toward China he believed to be right. He spoke of
Shigemitsu in the highest terms and expressed the hope that Shige-
mitsu's policy of friendshlp between Japan and Uhina eand the
settlement of outstanding obstacles to frieddship would succeed
as it was the only sound poliocyfor his country to pursue. He
indicated to me that if Shigemitsu feiled, his government would
fail and that decades of progress in Japan viould be wiyke wiped
away .

I oite these-incidents tc indicate that over a period of
years when the general attitude in Japan towasrd China was antago-
nistic, Shigemitsu staked his cereer upon & policy of friendship
and cooperation., His attitude was, without exception, generous
not only toward China but toward my own country. 1 cen not
belie;e that anything, beyond the call of duty and m% beyond
compulsiong, could have changed his mind during x=f=® recent
years when, of course, I have not seen him,

For his personal integrity, his honor as = gentlem;n, I have

the highest regard.
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I give this affidavit prompted only by the desire that the

facts, as 1 know them, be recorded.

/s/ George E. Sokolsky

. Sworn to before me this_17th

i day of January, 1947.

/s/ Nettie J. Zimmerman

Notary Fublic, State of New York
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above statement was sworn by the Leponent, whe uitfixed
his signature and sesl thereto In the prosence JT

this Wwitness.

On the sanme uvate

Witness: (signed)
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84 STATEVENT BY SOKOLSKY

United States of AFeriea )
)84 S,

City, County and State of New York)
I George Ei Solcow. 8 pative born citizen of the United States
and a resident of 300 Wes$ £nd Avenue, in the City and State of New York
being duly svorn, doth depose and say;

. - -

I do not recall when I first met ¥r, ¥eMoru Shige™itsu, I arrived
in Ohina in the Spring of 118 and finally left it in 1931, During

the intervening years I beea™e acquainted with Mamoru Shigemitsu and

his wife and we for™ed a fast friendship which lasted until 1 left the

Far Bast in 1931s Ve dined together; we visited each other's families;
we often attended dinner parties and dances at the Yajestic Hotel and
other rlaces, ~any Amgrican, British, and Chinese guests attended these
parties and "‘an; of the™ were given by Chinese in his honor. Sl'.;iga‘“itau.
achieved a personal popularity a™ong Chinese unequalled by any other
Japanese, |

Xy own friendship with ShigeR®itsu arcse fro- the fact that I had
been very fond of his predecessor at the Japanesc Embassy in Feking,
Saburi, who had co™itted éuicide_‘_becauae of opposition to militariam

in his country. I knew that Shigemitsu had co™e urder the influence of

Saburi and that his tendencies and opinions were anti-militarist, towa: -

ca.lsu nowadays, de™oeratic

gsvernment. In Many conversations over ™ year: we Giscussced these
. any
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proble™s with utter and co™plete candour and I think I knew his ™ind

-? 48 well as anyone could and that he, at all tiTes, believed that the

future of his country lay in the closest relations with Great Britain

4 _ and the United States.

-

I find, among ™y notes, that on Sunday, Dece“bér 21, 1930, I

f discussed with Shige™itsu, Chinese }inister of Finance Ts V. Soong's

Ar plan for settling the outstanding;diffioultias between China and Jay:

particularly in reletionship with loans and loan agree@ents., At that

¥ tive i, Soong was discussing this problen with representatives of the

Japanéae Govern®ent and Japanese banking interegts. Conversations hag

S nbeen held at various tives and rlaces prior to ™y conversation with

i, Shige™itsu, The previcus June, I had been in Tokyo and had discussed
]

? this question with Baron Shidehara and lr, Inouye of the Yokohata Spoecie

Bank and it appears that both expected an early settle™ent of the

financial and political provle™s and expressed graat hope for it.

w~ Shiggfitsu. during that conversation, made the point that it v'ould

;,3 be simpler to‘fini;a soft spot in Japan than it was in China; tha% the

} anti-Japanese ™Move™ent in China was stronger than the resistance to

China in Japen. At any rate, we talked for so™:

" i -

toree hours, covering

the entire field, and Shige™itsu then expressed a desire that a settle-

e e e

ment should be reached with great speed as he Ye~vcd that there might

B be trouble between the two countriss, if nothing were dons. Be did no.

et threatcn trouble, but clearly hoped that o 'ey «ouli Le found to settle

-Ei once and for ali the impediments to friendly ,u.
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“y notes indicate that he civressed hiZself as follows: that he

feels that his career is at stake in the settlem™ent of this question

anE he also realizes the necessity for speed and that he will devote

nimself to finding a basic formula without resorting to what he called 4

ol & scientific solution, My i®pression at the ti™e was that he would ™aj,

¥ 2 Proposal to accept a f'i'fty_ per cent settlem™ent of this debt vhich i~

Chinese owed the .Tapanaae.__ The whole conversation indicated a ver:

|
‘f strong acsire to be of treMendous assistance to China.
.:' | In *arch of 1931_,_._ I found ®yself again in Japan and before this

| visit to Japan, Shigemitsu, T. V. Soong and I had lunch in TeV.Soong's

office in Nanking where we discussed the entire prospect again of a
settle™ent between China and Japan and Shige™itsu practisally placed

',‘ hi™self at the disposal of T,V. Soong. I was astonished that a
|

repfeaentative .?.f any foreign country, rarticularly Japan, would go

as fer as ChigeMitsu did in aiding China,
I have before ™g a letter, written on March 17, 1931, by =e to
g TeVe Seong. That letter would indicate that I had seen *r, Takeuchi

and +r, Tani of the Foreign Office and thst a draft had been drawn up

| be hapdled in Japan by ¥r, Tekeuchi ang “re Tani ~nd in China by

} . . g
i ShigeBitsu, I Quote the first séntence - > % - memaprandum,

L
B
_.' A L

"I explained to ¥r. Taksuchi that I vae ned coevared to discuss :

.‘*'l-i- -

the Consolidated Debt Question but that negotiotl ne ware continuing

~01, 4l 58U end that I looked rorvard

between Mini ster Soong and
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Shigeﬂitm. and will be ready to

all the other ecreditor countries make pi™

they Were anxiouc

’ inrolggd a trem

and financial circles and e12

Bpecd was a necessity and hr.ed that the

Yinister of Finance {T.V.Soong) and sp,

be so far advanced by *%ay 5,

-

to an early settlsment "

- 8

- -

The gist »f this meMorandun

-

18 of nc i™portance in the present

instance eéxcept to indicate the gereconl Pseling in Japan at hs tirg,

particularly in the Foreign Cffiﬁp Lhu ths “dnistry of inance and

a%ong Japanese bankers that ShigeMitel was ¢losar to the Chin... “jar on

L

Japanese had been in recent years and that he ras doing a great » .y

to prevent a brezk between tha

tvo countries., I ™ustg make chls 1

s arh 'l

= 8 break which occurred the Tollowing ‘Septe™er -- ang

if S@{gﬁ”itsu failed, the failure Wwould be of worlda-wide consequence

L] -a T ol .

It is fro™ this standpoint that T quote = paragraph from™ ™y

of that date;

me™orandu™

- -

"His people (the ~-Japanese to who™ I Wwas speaking) would like to

& ahead vith the plan now being considered by the ¥inister and sup,

make a reascnable sacrifice, provided

ilar sacrifices, At any rate,

for speed in gsettle™ent, as they believed that speea

endous advantage to the National Govern™ent, while at

are ti™e, it would close this question in Japanese pPolitical
“tCer a bhotter atmorhh:re, I agreed thot
conversations between the
Shigemitsu'would. at any rate.

that it would pe Poszible to include a

- b -
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discugsion of the proble® in your (Soong's) address to the Constituent

.Asse™bly which opened at that time. ¥, Takeuchi expressed the opinic

that Japan would place no ocbstructions in your path, provided a fair

percentage could be worked out. The Japanese recognized the necessity
for reduction and the question of the percentage of reduction involve:
fairness and stateeRanship on both sides."

During the week of *arch 10 to 17, 1931, the date is not spec.:
in &y notes, I spent an hour and one half with Baron Shidehara vho voc
then in charge of the Foreign 0ffice. ¥r. Tani was present. Baron

Shidehara was, at that ti%e, under tarrific attack in Japan bocouse of

what was regarded as an over-friendly attitude toward China., Eis own '

position was beco™ing increasingly difficult, He said thet he depended

entirely upon Shige™mitsu whose attitude toward €hina ho believed to be

righte He spokc of Shige™itsu in the highest ter™s and expressed the

hope that Shigemitsu's policy of friendship between Japan and China and

the settle™ent of outstanding obstacles to friendship would succeed

as it was the onl, sound policy for his country to pursue. He
indicated to Me that if Shige™itsu failed, his govern™ent would fail an
that decades of progress in Jepan would bae wiped away,

I cite these incidents tc indicate that over a period of years
when the general attitude »:. Jepan towaru vii.. .as antagonistic,
Shige™itsu staked his career upon u policy ~f fiisndship and cooper. .ti
His att_i_._tude was, without exception, gencrous "1o¢ only tevard China bu
towvard ™My own countrys I canndi Lelieve tact enyrhiiz, hoyond the ca:

of duty and beyond co™pulsion, cv.mid have changed i ™ind during rec
A oy e
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years wnen, of course, I have not seen hi™.

For his personal integrity, his honor as a gentle™an, I have the

highest regard.

I give this affidavit pro™pted only by the desire that the facts,
as I kiow the™, be recorded.

/S/ George E. Sokolsky
Siiorn to before ™e this 17th
day of Jaauary, 1947.

{3( Mttiﬁ Je Zi"""‘er""an
Notary Public, State of New York

On thie l7day of Jan, 1947
At Nevw York State of

- - - -

DEXONENT /S/ George E. Sokolsky (sail)

I'_ Nettie J. Zi'™er™an hercby certify that the above state™ent
%as sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto
in _the presence of this Witness.

On the Ra™e date, at the sa™e place.

Witness: /&/ Nettie J. Zi™™erman (seal)
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