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I, Joseph C, Grew, being first duly sworn, make ocath amd say that
on January 17, 1938, I called on Mr. Koki Hirota, the Minister for Foreign
bffairs of Japan,’at the official residence and after reading and presenting
our note I said to Mr, Hirota that in the interests of a clear understanding
of- the situation I desired to make some supplementary observations., Incoming
American newspapers and i:eriodicals have shown beyord doubt: that the entire
American nation hAS .\men profoundly stirred by the PANAY incider.)t:‘ -

For turg tely, owing to the good sense of both of our Governments, the incident
was prevented by_éz;rkexchange of notes from leading to more serious develop-
ments., Nevertheless, I felt that the Minister ought to realize that the
requests and expectations set forth in our note of December 1) were no idle
gestures anc that they meant precisely what they said. I therefore could not
feel that the PANAY incident could be regarded as liquidated if the Japanese
authorities failed to carry out effectively and in good faith the assurances
given in the Japanese note of December 24, There had already occurred
numerous unlawful interferences by Japanese forces with American nationals 3
interests, and property in China since those assurances were given and I felt
that this looting of ‘merican property was an especially serious aggression,
If these various acts of interference and aggression should continue -- and
it was quite certain that they would find their way into the American press —-
I greatly f.eared that the American people would begin to question the trust-
worthiness of the assurances which had been given us as a direct result of t!
PANAY incident ard that public opinion in the United States would become
incrcasi/ngly exacerbated, Facts count more than statements.. I therefore
desired emphatically to impress upon the Minister the real dangers inherent

in these repeated acts of interference and aggression. I reminded the Minister

of the furor which had been created in Japanese military circles and in the
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Japanecse press when a Japanese flag had been subjected to disrespect in the
streoté of Shanghai, The Japanese authoritics were consequently in a
favorable.position to appreciate the fe;lings of the American Government and
neople arising ﬁut of the reports that American flags in Nanking, Hangchow,
and other places had been torn down, burned, and otherwise mutilated, I
spoke of the‘emotionaldevotion which our flag inspired among our people,
The seriousness of such incidents was self-evident.

In conclusion I once again appealed to the Minister gravely and
with the utmost emphasis to take further steps which would effectively
implement the assurances of the Japanese Governmént and would obviate the
dangers to the relatiops bétWeen ocur countrics which must'inevitably and
progressively increase if the variﬁus acts of interference vith American
interests in China should continue. I told him in the strongest terms at
my command that I was sericusly worried at the outlook,

The Ministor said that he could not at all understand how these
undiseiplined acts by Japanese troops could have occurred beccause the
strongest possible orders had gdnﬁ out to both /rmy an@ Navy to avoid acts
Or mcasures which might interfere with Japan's good rclations with the United
States. He tried to pin me down as to thec precise dates and I left him in
no doubt that these acts hag occurred subscquent to the Japanese assurances
and are still continuing. He authorized me to tell the Seeretary of State

in reply to my insistence that he would bring my representations to the

"highest quarter,™ i.e., the Emperor.

(Signed) Joscph C. Grew
Joseph C, Grew

“Washington, D, C,
October 15, 1947

SWCRN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFURE ME, 4 NOTARY FUBLIC FOR THE DISTRICT CF COLUME.

THIS 17th. DAY OF OCTOBER, 1947,

(SEAL) (Signed) Martha H. Wilhelm

My Commission,Exbires Sept. 1, 1951
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Def. Doc. #2069

On this day of the eightieth anniversary of thc cormencercnt of
our intercourse, I express the fervent hope that our cordial relations

will continue to be still further promoted to the lasting bencfit of

boath nations.
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our composure and sobriety, and "strey nbt from the path of rectitude, and
in oction alwoys embrace the golden mean", I am confident that Japan hes
nothing to feer, ond her future will be full of hope. We should not forget
for e moment theot Japan, serving as, the only cornerstone for the edificc of
the pecce of East Lsia, becrs the entire burden of responsivilitics. It is
this importont position and these vast responsibilities in which lapan's
diplomacy and national defense arc rooted: Our nationa! lcfe-e ia organized
in its very nature for defecnsive ond self-protective purpoccc. 4Lv whe same
time owr diplormacy has no claims to put forth save whet is legitimate and
rotional ond consonent with our nationel mission. That eventually this
position, in which Japan naturally and cctuelly finds herself, will be

rightly understood by other Povers is, I believe, o foregone conclusion.
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On this day of the eightieth anniversary of the commencercnt of

our intercourse, I express the fervent hope that our cordial relations

Wwill continue to be still further promoted to the lastirgz Bencefit cof

bath nations.
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On this day of the eightieth anniversary of thc commencercnt

our intercourse, I cxpress the fervent hope that our cerdial relations

.

will continue to be still further proroted to the lasting boncfit ol

both nations.
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On this day of the eightieth anniversary of the correncercnt
our intercourse, I express the fervent hope that our cordial relations

w1ll continue to be still further prormoted to the lasting vuncfit of

bath nations.
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On this day of the eightieth anniversary of the commencercnt of

our intercourse, I express the fervent hope that our cordial relations

will continue to be still further rromoted to the lasting dencfit of

boath nations.
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On thIs day of the eightieth anniversary of thc cormencercit
our intercourse, I express the fervent hope that our cordial relations
wlll continue to be still further promoted to the lastirg buncfit of

bath nations.
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