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On February 1 Captain Robinson, having‘finiahed'wy'interrogation,
further interrogations by hi"._ I accordingly sum up my recollections ané
state, not without repetitions, as follows:-

Tne interrogations on that day consisted of_the two points:

15 [ 55 1943.Fbreign.ﬁinistor ﬁibbentrophasked re if the Japanese Navy
had anydintention of strengthening the ccw"u;ication destruction warfare

with subrarines in the Micific, and proposed that he was ready, should the

Japanese Navy desire it, to have two Gerwan subrarines presented to the

-

Japanese Navy as suitable models for the purpese; (2) He infor~ed me thad
orders had already been issued to kill the trew of any'U.S. vessels aung
by Gérfan submarines,

The first point was a fact. 1 ifﬁfdiately notified Viee Admiral
NOMNURA, MNaval Cor~issioner, and Rear Admiral YOKOI, Naval Attache in
Berlin. The two adrirals accordingly cabled the Japanese Naval auticritios
(mreaning Novy Minister and Chief of the Naval General Etaff). As Tor
ryself, I sent a teclegra— to the Foreign Minister asking hir to transit it

to the Naval authorities. Then the Japanese Naval authorities cabled

instructions to the two adrirals to negotiate transfer of the German

o

submarines. Though I infor+ed Foreign Ministcr Ribbentrop of this
teiegraw at the recuest of th; two admirals, I had hgd ﬁothing to do
with the matter since thét time, the negotiations being held_exclusifgly
between the two adrmirals and the German Navy. Under the German system,
Foreign Rinistar-?ﬂbbentrop had the autharity to take part iP and talk
over such rilitary affairs, just as he told me of the above matter

at the outset, But it was entirely different with us; neither the
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Foreign Minister nor the Ambassador had any such authority whatever as
the Navy had the exclusive jurisdiction over such matters. We only

transritted informations to the Navy. This was why I received no
telegram at all fror either the Japanese Navy or the Foreign Ministry,
from the beginning to ths end,

Regarding the seccnd point at the Captain's last fnterrogation.
I misunderstood that it was also notifieq by Germany in'}9h3 together
with the matter of strengthpning the submarine warfaré.u”enticnod as the
first_point.'and_l éﬁfehuw mixed the first and second points, But after
tracing back in my memory, I reealled that'this had been told by Hitler
in January 1942 (this was published in newspaper artieles)s Therefore.

I am sure that this matter was not mentioned at the interview with -

Foreign Mﬂnist;r Ribbentrop in 1943. According to my memary I did not
cablc this to my Government for the following reasons:-

l. The German Government had only told me about sueh steps,

without any official request to the Japanese Government. g

2y That sueh measure was against the traditional spirit of Japan

.

and was not worth any serioug ceonsideration. (At the last interrogation

I told him the following story which was a noted fact and which comes

from the traditional spirit of cur Navy: At the time of the Russo-

'Japapese bar KANIMURA Sjuadron rescued the drowning Russian officers

and ren even at the cost of suspending the chasing of the Vladivostok

Squadron, The Captain, however, mentioning several exa™ples, assertcd that
therc had been contradictory facts in the last war. As I had been in

Germany during the Greater East Asia Var, I do not know about the changes,

but I, who left Japan five years ago, eannot.- imagine that the massacre
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of the crew of the sunkcn vessels should have been rpetmted.)
3: This proble™ was under ‘the sole jurisd:.ctlj of the Navy, ond
not in my authority, Ferhavs I may have ™mentioned 1t to Admirals

NONURA and YOXOI, but my memory is not’clear about 3t. The other day the

w—-

Captain inquired whether I had received a cable ord r from the Japanese

Navy dated Nar, 20th 1§43, but I can positively. uas‘rt that T never

received such a cablcgran*. At that time, the Gaptain rc¢fecrred te the

sinking of an American ship in the Indian Cecan cn July 2nd 1944, but

I was never notified abeout that. With regerd to the massacre of the
orew of sunken ;@“erican vessel, I d}u‘ not have any tallfs with the German
Governments lNorcover such a problem was undcr the sole jurisdictign
of the Navy according to the tradition in Japan aﬁdl '!;he Fﬁreigl Ninistry
had nothing to do with it. As for as I know, the r:c:present;ltijres of
the Japanese Nswy never talked about this probler with the German Naval
autllz:.aritiosa

Incidentally I will state that therc was+oppcsition agzinst such a
Tagsacre even a"ong the Ger™an Navy. 'I‘“hq#, then Chicf of the Opcretions
Section of the Ger™an Navy, Admiral Gross (T.N. Phaenetic) who had beenﬂ
the liaison eofficer with the Japanese 'Nﬂvy (nov lives at Frelburg, Gcr"‘an.y)
oncc told me that such a Mensure was z2grinst ‘Eqay_al custo™s in general.

I have stated the sbove acearding to ™y ™c™orye. I decsire that this ™
matter be investigated through the Japanese Navy,

Dated Febe. 19th 1946.

/S/ Hiroshi OSHIMA

(I attach hercwith a translation of the above statc..r"cnt into English for
reference ) .
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