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STATEMENT OF TEE Jirs4iNKS.s GOVE-NMENT CONCuRNING

'HS MANCHURIAN .LFFATRS, BEC 27, 1931.

ki : a
1. <‘he maintenanc: of pecac: and order in Manchuria is 2

— i

matter to which the Governacnt of Japan hr ve alvzays attached
the utmost importance. They h: vc or varioas occasions taken
every lawful step in order to :zcurc it, ani to prevent
Manchuria {»:m becoming the¢ baiitle-groand oi militarist fac-
tions. Only if pescc and orde:® prevail, can t"e country be
safe either for the OChincss ox for the forcigmer: in the

nbsence of peace and ordcr it ‘.= futlle to spénk of the Open

Door or of cqual opportunity for the sconomic ativities

of all nations. But the cvents of September last have, in
spite of nor wishes, crcated & now responsibility and a

wider snherc of action .for Japan. attackzd by Chilnesc violencs,
her acts of nccessary sclf->rotection resulted, to her con-

siderablc em! :rrassment, in v having to assumc the ~uty of

maintaining public order and »rivate rights throughout o widc

arca. +‘he local a2uthoritics might have becn expecied to

cq-operate- in uphold.ng law and order. But, in fact, they
almost unanimously fled or rcsigned. 4t was {upan's clcar
duty to rendcr her steps of sclf-defunse as little disturbing
as possible Lo the =~ ;aceable inhabitants of the region.

I+ would have bcen a brsach of that duty to have left the

population a prey to anarchy-deprived of all the apparatus
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of civilizcd 1life. Thcrefore,:the Japanese military nave,
at considerable sacrifice, expended much time and energy
in securing the safety of Dersons nd property in the dis-
tricts where the native authorities had become ineffective.
This is a »csponsil ility which was thrust upon them by
events, and onc which they had as little desire to assumc
as to evade,

o, But further than that, not only did the existing
machinery of justice and civilizc. cxistence break dowm,
but the criminal activities of the bandits who infest
the country werc naturally stimulated. The prestige and
officicncy of the Japanesc troops WCre for some time
gufficiont to keep them in check, and to maintain ordesr
wherever they werc stationcd. Since the beginning of Novem-
ber, ho cver, & sudden increaso in the activities of the
bandits has been not.d in the vicinity of the South
Maonchuria Railway 4one, and cspecially to the west of the
Main Line, -- and it has been ecatr'lished to demonstration,
by the cexamination of arrested individuals, by documents
which ha#% been seized, and from other sources of information,

that their depredatlions are being carried on through the

gystematic intrigues of the Chinéhow military authorities.

Reports have, indced, been mede by certain of the foreign

military obscrvers suggesting that thoy found no cvidence
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of any proparations being made by the Yhinese for an attack.
But as o matter of fact the military authoritics at Chinchow
are maintainir z; largo férces at various points, west of
Takushan, on the “eiping-Mukden Railway and in tho adjacent
territory. Riconnaissances conducted by the J .panecve army.
havec not only definitely confirmed the assurance that these
forces are cngaged in making pro-paration for wer, but have
also revcaled th: fa - that their outposts are stationed
along a line connecting Ticnchuantai Tai-an, Pcichipao,
and ot.acr points on the right bank o. the River Liao, well
advanc..d froa Chine! ow. 4t wlll reacily be admitted tlat
to thce Japancse contingents  dispersed along the South Manchuria
Railway 2nd elsewhere, but the danger is even greater than
it scems at first sight, if the further fact is taken into
consideration that the Zeining-llukdcn Rallway places the
citles of Hukden, ¥Yinkao and Hopecl within a short journey
of threc or four hours from Takushan and Toupantsu (which
arc bases of the Chinese forces).

" The bandit forces, ‘which include a large number of
officers and men dischargzecd fron the Chinese army), arc
daily geining strength. Yor Instance, the number of baandits
on the western flank of tho main line of thc South Manchuria
" Railway was estimated curly in ﬁovombér at 1,300, whereas
investigations conducted in carly Deccembor revealed the

fact that thoy numbered over 30,000. Moreover, they are
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banded together in largc aroupns comprising sgyeral hundrcds,
or cven thousands, each cquipped with machine guns 2and
trench mortars; so that they can no longer bec distinguished
from regular troops. *his points unmistakably to the existence
plia staﬁc of things in which the so-called bandits are
dirccted and provided with arms b the cvhinchow military
authorltiés. hccording to thc statistics compilcd in the
Jop anese Consulate-General at Mukden, the cas:s of bandit-
raid in the viciniﬁg of the Railway “one numbercd 278 during
the first ten days of November, 341 during the sccond ten
days, 438 during the finel ten days of the month, and 472
during the first ten days of Deccmber, thus reaching the
astoundins total of 1,529 in forty days. -+t is the usual
strategy oo thuse bandit-troedrs, whon attacked by our ien,
to fly westward, or to take rofuge on the right bank of the

River Liao:; where our army, anxious to avoid any collision
with thc Chineso Regulars, has made it a point to refrain
from further pursuit. .

z. On the 24th November, thc Forcign Minister of China
medc an intimation to the Ministers at "'anking of the principal
Powers to the effect that the Chinese Government, in order
to avoid any collision betwcen Yhincse and Japanese forccs,
were nreoparcd to withdraw their troops to points within
the Great Wﬁll. Upon a proposal to that cffect beling

officinlly made on the 26th, this Government signifiod their
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readincss to accept it_in ﬁrinciplq, -- at the sau:z time
jnstrncting the Japanesc Ministeér at Shanghai, and the
Legation at Peiping, to opcen conver..tion on the mat£or
with the Chinase Forcien Hinister and with Marshal Chang
Hsueg-liang respectivo.j. |
The Japanesc Ministcr in China hed several confercences

accordinglﬁ with the (ainese Foroign ﬁ?nister betBcen Sofh
November and 3rd Deccomber. In the aidst of these convcrsa-
tions, the latter withdrcw the overture, and declincd further
ncgotiation. wapshal . Charg Esuch-liang, with whom our
repr:sentativye at Peciosinz carricd on negotiations from the
4th Dccember onwards, either.directl.” or through the
Marshal'!s sunordinates, exprossed on the 7th his willingness
to call in his Chinchow forces as o spontuncous move of
withdrawal; and he has since given raﬁeated assuranccs as
to the sncedy excution of his Sromise. In point of fact,
however, there is no sign of any suc™ withdrawal, On thc
contrary, the defcnses of Chinchow hav: since been strengthencd.

4., 4Accordingly, at .ths prcsent momont, now almost a
month subsequent to the initiation of these negotiations
for the withdrawal of the CGhinchow troops, therc appcars
no prospcct of obtaining any’ ﬁangible rez.lt, uwing entirely
to the want of good faith on the Cliinese side. At the
same time, the increased activity, apbove descriued, on the

nart of marauding bancs, threatens to bdbrin about a completec
I . g

|
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destruction of all pcace and securitcy througtout the whole

oxtent of Louth Manchurin. In thesc circumstdncos, the

. Japanesc forces e ve 10w begun a gencral movement with a
view to a campaign against the bandits on 2 more extensive
scalc than hitherto. It is obvious. from what has been
said above, that the Japanese army, if it is to achiecve
anything like adcquatc suceess, will have to advance to the
points west of the Rivor Tiao whore the 2andits have thelr
base. Certainly, thc Japancsc forces, im defercnce to the
Resolutions of the League Council adopt 31 on 30th September
and 10th Dcecmber, arc not in ~he ficld against thc Regular
Chincsc forccs: but in the proscnt abnormal conditions
pro?ailing in sanchuria, the nccessities of the casc compel
them to continue their opcrations ¢ jainst lawlecss elemcntse.
This is ¢ noint on which the ﬁépresantative of Japan at the
rocont scr :ion of the Council of thc League held on the
10th Dccomber made 2o definite declaration. &0 long as the
Chinchow military authoritics, #hile simulating nn unaggrossive
attituic, continue to instigate and manipulate the movcments
of bandit ‘orcamizations against tl.2 Japanese army as well
as Janancsc and other pcaceablc inhcbitants, and so long
as the officers and men of the Chinchow army mingle in largec
numbers with thesc banbit groups and so render it impossiblc toO
distinguish the latter from Rogular troops, so long must,

the rcsponsibility for thc conscquinces of any action which

e Gl
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may be entailcd upon the Japancsc srmy in gsglf-defensc
rcst oﬁtircly with thc Chincsce.

5. Yuring the course'of ~ho past month, in spite of - the
indignation arouscd throughout thc country-by the bchaviours

of the Chinchow military authoritics, and in accordanccC

with the constant desire of the Japanesc Government to

abide scrupulously DY the resolutions of tho League Uouncil,
the opcrations of the Army against the bandits have been
restratined within comparatively narlrow l1imits, and the
Governmént nave donc everybthing in tacir power ©O dcvisc
means for forcstalling 2 collision between the forces of the
two countries in the coursds of an cventual antibandlt
campﬁign. The Jandancse Govecrnment arc confident that thelr
srolongud forbearaicc and their dcsire strictly to adhers

to thc stipulations of 1nterna:ional”bng&gomcnts will not
fa2il to comnand rccognition by the public opinion of t¢

worlde - \
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Cx " IJFICATE OF SOURCE aFD AUTHsSRTICILY

I, FAYASHI, Kaor, who occupy the post ¢f the Chief

of the Archives of Foreign Office, hercby certif that the

® document hecreto attached, written in Japan:se and Xnglish

consisting of J. 5, B. 7, page and .ntitled "Statemcnt of the

Japanesc Govermant concorning the hanchuqipn Affeirs, Dece

27, 1931" is an exact and authorized cx-zrpt from an official

document in the custody of Jananese Govcrnment(Foreign Office).

Certifiel at Tokyo,

on this 26 day of July, 1947

/S/ BHAYASHI, Kaoru (seal)

I hercby certify that th abov: signature and seal werc
affixed hi . cto in the prs:scncc of the Witness.
At thc same place,

on this same date

Witness: TURABI, Katsuma (scal)
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