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Photographic Reconnaissance of the Mito-Hitachi areca of Honshu,
Japan was performed on 10 July, 1945 by combined airecraft of Fhoto-
graphic Squadron One and Photographic Squadron Three with Commander
Photographic Group Two as flight leader.

Taking off from Iwo at 0615 King, the composition of the fliszht
was as follows:

Plane 28-Lt., Comdr. J. C, HUTCHISON, ComPhotoGroup 2 and
C. 0, VD=1

Plane 24 Lt. W. E. HUGHES, VD=l

Plane 27 Lt. H. O. ENDERSON, VD-l

Plane 33 Lt, J. E. TOMES, VD=3

Off Choshi Point, the formation was on its final climb to 20,000
feet, when Plane 28 commenced developing operational difficulties.
Engine No, 2 showed excessively high (290 C.) cylinder head. and oil
temperatures (100 C.) and the communications equipment became unreliable
with operation of the VHF and intercom intermittent.

Landfall was made at Onohama. The aircraft formation broke up
and each plane went about the problem of running the flight lines assigned
to it. These flight lines ran approximately north and south, parallcl-
ling the beach from Isohara to Onuki. Eizht lines twenty-five miles
long and nearly two miles apart comprised the assigned mission. It was
not, therefore, possible for the aircraft to fly close enough together
to afford mutual support in the event of fighter interception.

Just as Planc 28 started its initial fliiht line, the crew observcc
six fighters approaching from the west. As the distance closed, they
were identified as Tony's. They broke their loose formation and one
Tony came in on the Liberator from five o'clock high firing wing guns
and cannon. The ecannon appeared to fire thru the arc of the fighters
propeller. Waist, tail and top deck puns of Plane 28 returned the fire
as the photo plane continued on 1its flicht line. The Tony broke off
the attack, passed bencath the Liberator and then climbed for altitude,

Lt. Comdr. HUTCHISON, PPC of Plane 28 was unable to establish
communieations with other Liberators of the flight., In an effort to
close with Plane 33, he increased power settings. Four Tony's scissored
back and forth above the Liberator, but did not renew the attack,
appearing rather to be jockeying for a favorable position from which to
initiate an attack.

After about thirty seconds operation at high power, cngine No, 2
swallowed a valve, blew a cylinder and the propeller had to be featherec.
Seeing this, two Tony's made flat side runs on the Liberator which novw
broke from its flight line and took violent evasive action, diving as
it headed for the coast. Another Tony made a head on run from tuelve
o'clock low. Camnon firc and M.G. firc was observed coming from all
enemy aircraft that closed to attack. Wwith the cxception of the head
on attack, thc other runs did not appear to be well cxecuted. No hits
were scored on the Liberator, due perhaps to the evasive action, whith
itself made improbablg any damage being inflicted on the encmy fighters
by the free guns of Plane 28,

The encmy fighters broke off as the Liberator commenced passing
over the antiaircraft batteries around Mizuki. Flak was heavy, intensc
and accwrate. About 25 bursts were counted, some ahead, but most bchind
and on altitude. As Planc 28 headed on out to sca, bomb bay tanks were
jettisoned as the Liberator continued diving for high speed retirement
from the action, and to reach cloud cover that appeared to be about Bhi ¥
miles offshore. Planoc 28 did not again observe the enemy aircraft.
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At 10 000 feet it was again possible to usc the VHF and intercom
on Plane 28 Communlc tions were established with Lt. HUGHES in Planc
24, and control of thc flight turncd over to him. In order to cnable
Planc 28 to return to Iwo on three engines an auto lean, belly turret,
woist guns and ammunition werc throwm over the sidc.

The other photo-Liberators continued the assigned mission, Nonc
was interecpted by cnemy aircraft. Flak was generally heavy, intensc
and accuratc, Heaviest concentrations werc found over Mito, Hitachi,
lozuki and Ota. Lt. ENVDERSON in Planc 27 ran into continuously pointed
firc over Mito. He was forccd to break off his flight linc when his
planc was rocked, but not hit by a burst close aboard, which appearcd
almost colorloss. He belicves that the fire may have'becn heavier than
it appearcd, and that somc smokclaess powder rounds may have becn fired
along with the black powder -—ci:ds. No photo-Liberator was hit by flak.

Good quality K-18 twerly-touv: inch coverage was obtaincd of approx-
imately 80% of the assigned target arca. In this mission which was the
first mapping flight by a na.y photographic squadron over thc home i%land
of Honshu, Licut. HUGHES uscc fer the first time in combat, the new K-l&
mount vhich he had developed. With this innovation many of the "Holidayc™
which inevitably appecar between flizht lines run over strongly hcld
and defended cnemy positions were filled, and much territory that would
not have been covercd with other than six inch Tri-Metrogon was obtained.,

While this photo mission was scheduled to coincidec with a fast
carrier task forec strike on airficlds in the Tokio arca by units attached
to the Third Flecct. This planning was of questionablc valuc. Fewer than
fifty presumably friendly aircraft werc sighted, and thesc werc in the
vicinity of Choshi and flying at low altitude. The photographic target
area was far cnough rcmovcd fror the Tokio strikec aree to canccl any
possibility of carricr flecet fighters supporting or protccting the photo-
graphie planes. .

Because Army and Navy units on Iwo had already committed all their
available aircraft to the support of a B-29 and flﬁhtor strikec on the

Nagoya arca, neither fighters nor Dumbo could bc assigned the photograp: o

L

mission. Accordingly, thc mission was flown without cither fighter csc
cover, or Dumbo. While scarch Liberators arc able to operatc in areas
dominated by enemy fighters, photographic ploncs connot fulfil their
assigned mission if interceptcd.

All aircraft of thce flight had returned and landcd at Iwo when
Plane 28 camc in at 1715 King. ;ﬂ
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