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PROCEEDINGS

or

AND DEBATES

THE SENATE OF THE UNITED SBTATES,

AT THE THIRD S8ESSION OF THE ELEVENTH CONGRESS, BEGUN AT THE CITY OF
WASHINGTON, MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1810.

Moxnay, December 3, 1810.

The third session of the eleventh Congress,
conformably to the Constitution of Government
of the United States, commenced this day ; and
the Senate assembled at the City of Washington.

PRESENT

Niceoras GiLmax and Caarnes Currs, from
New Hampshire.

Crauncey Gooonica and BamvsL W. Dana,
from Connecticut.

JonaTaan RoBinsow, from Vermont.

Osapiar GERMAN, from New York.

MicHAEL Lnuhfrom Pennsylvania.

Ovurereripae Horaey, from Delaware.

SamueL 8miTH, from fMaryland.

WiLLiam B. GiLzs, from Virginia.

JYoan GaiLLamD, from South Carolina.

WiLLian H. Caawrorp and Craries Tarr,
from Georgia.

Jouxn Pors, from Kentucky.

Avrsxanpeg CauprzLy, from Ohio.

Joun GaiLLarp, President pro tempore, re-
sumed the Chair.

The number of Senators present not being
sufficient to constitute a quorum, the Senate ad-
jonrned,

Tousspay, December 4.

Jorn Lamssrr, from the State of New Jersey,
EvisBa Mataewson, from the State of Rhode
Island, and PaiLie ReeD, from the State of Ma-
ryland, severally attended.

The credentials of CrarrLue CurTs, appointed
a Senator by the Legislature of the State of New
Hampsbire, in place of Nahum Parker, Esq., re-
signed ; also, of SxmusL W. Dana, appointed a
Senator by the Legislature of the State of Con-
necticut, in place of James Hillhouse, Esq., re-
signed, were severally read; and the oath re-
quired by law was, by the PresipenT, adminis-
tered to them, respectively.

That the Becretary acquaint the
House of Representatives that a quorum of the
Senate is assembled and ready to proceed to
business.

That Messrs. S8uitn, of Maryland,

and GiLMAN, be a committee on the part of the
Senate, together with such committee as may
be appointed by the House of Representatives on
their part, to wait on the President of the United
States and notify him that a quorum of the two
Houses is assembled and ready to receive any
cou;munieation- that he may be pleased to make
to them.

A message from the House of Representatives
informed the Senate that a quorum of the House
of Representatives is assembled and ready to
proceed to business, The House of Representa-
tives have appointed a committee on their pa:ﬁ
Jjointly, with such committee as may beappoint
on the part of the Senate, to wait on the Presi-
dent of the United States and notify him that a
quorum of the two Houses is assembled and
ready to receive any communications that he
may be pleased to meke to them.

n motion, by Mr. 8miTH, of Maryland

Resolved, That each Senator be supplied, dur-
ing the present session, with three such newspa-
pers printed in any of the States as he may
choose, frovided that the same be furnished at
the usual rate for the annual charge of such pa-
pers: and provided, also, that if any Senator
shall choose to take any newspa other than
daily papers, he shall be supplied with as many
such papers as shall not exceed the price of three
daily papers.

On motion, by Mr. 8miTa, of Maryland,

Rnolvedb‘l'hat James Mathers, Sergeant-at-
Arms and oorkeeger to the Senate, be, and he
is hereby, authorized to employ one assistant and
two horses, for the purpose of performing such
services as are usually required by the Door-
keel]:er to the Senate; and that the sum of twenty-
eight dollars be allowed him weekly for that pur-
pose, to commence with, and remaia during the
session, and for twenty days after.

Mr. Smits, of Maryland, submitted the fol-
lowing wotion for consideration :

Resolved, That two Chaplains, of different denomi-
nations, be appointed to Congress during the present
n:iko‘n, one by each House, who shall interchange
woekly.

Mr. Giuzs presented the petition of Larkin

142942
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Bmith, Collector of the District of Norfolk and
Portsmouth, in Virginia, praying additional com-
Pensation, for reasons stated at large in his peti-
Lion; which was read, and referred to a select
.committee to consider and report thereon; and
Messrs. GiLes, CrawroRD, and LEs, were ap-
;pointed the committee.

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, reported from the
joint committee that they had waited on the
'gresiden! of the United States, and that the
President informed the committee that he wonld
smake a communication to the two Houses to-
anorrow, at 12 o’clock. .

Mr. Surrs, of Maryland, gave notice that, to-
morrow, he should ask leave to bnn, in a bill to
suspend the second section of the “Act supple-
mentary to the act, entitled ‘An act regulating
foreign coins, and for other purposes.”

Wepnespay, December 5.

TimoTBY PicKERING, from the State of Massa-
chusetta, and STerBEN R. BrabLEY, from the
Siate of Vermont, severally attended.

PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE.

The following Message was received from the
Presinent oF THE UNITED STATSS:

Fellow-citizens of the Senate
and House of Represenlatives : od

The embarrassments which have prevailed in our
foreign relations, and so much employed the delibera-
tions of Congress, make it a primary duty in meeting
you to communicate whatevor may have oocurred in
that branch of our national .

The act of the last session of Congress concerning
the commercisl intereourse between the United States
end Grest Britain and France, and their dependen-
cies, having invited, in a new form, & termination of
their edicts against our neutral commerce; copies of
the act were immediately foﬂyudod to our Ministers
ot London and Paris, with a view that its object might
be within the early attention of the Fronch and Brit-
ish Governments. o

By the communication received through our Minis-
ter at Paris, it sppeared that a knowledge of the act
by the French Government was followed by a declar-
ation that the Berlin and Milan decrees were revoked,
and would cease to have effect on the first day of No-
vember ensuing. These being the only known edicts
of France within the description of the act, and the
revocation of them being such that they ceased at that
date to violate our neutral commerce, the fact, as pre-
scribed by law, was announced by a proclamation,
bearing date the second day of November.

It would have well accorded with the conciliatory
views indicated by this proceeding on the part of
‘Prance, to have extended them to all the grounds of
just complaint which now remain unadjusted with the
United States. It was particularly anticipated that,
as a further evidence of just dispositions towards
them, restoration would have been immediately made
of the property of our citizens, seized under a missp-
plication of the principle of reprisals, combined with
' @ misconstruction of the law of the United Btates.
This expectation has not been fulfilled. .

From the British Government, no communication

on the subject of the act has been received. To a
communication, from our Minister at London, of a
revocation, by the French Government, of its Berlin
and Milan decrees, it was answered, that the British
system would be relinquished as soon as the repeal of
the French decrees should have actually taken effect,
snd the commerce of neutral nations have been re-
stored to the condition in which it stood previously to
the promulgation of those decrees. This pledge, al-
though it does not necessarily import, does not ex-
clude, the intention of relinquishing, along with the
Orders in Council, the practice of those novel block-
ades, which have a like effect of interrupting our neu-
tral commerce: and this further justice to the United
States is the rather to be looked for, inasmuch as the
blockades in question, being not more contrery to the
established law of nations than inconsistent with the
rules of blockade formally recognised by Great Britain
herself, could have no alleged basis other than the
plea of retaliation, alleged as the basis of the Orders
in Council. Under the modification of the original
orders of November, 1807, into the orders of April,
1809, there is, indeed, scarcely a nominal distinction
between the orders and the blockades. One of those
illegitimate blockades, bearing date in May, 1806, hav-
ing been expressly avowed to be still unrescinded, and
to be, in effect, comprehended in the Orders in Coun-
cil, was too distinctly brought within the purview of
the act of Congress mot to be comprehended in the
explanation of the requisites to a ecomplisnce with it.
The British Government was accordipgly apprized by
our Minister near it, that such was the light in which
the subject was to be regarded.

On the other important mgom depending between
the United States and that Government, no progress
has beem made from which an early and satisfactory
result can be relied on.

In this new of our relations with those Pow-
ers, the ideration of Congress will be properly
turned to & removal of doubts which may occur in the
exposition, and of difficulties in the execution, of the
act above cited.

The commerce of the United States with the north
of Europe, heretofore much vexed by licentious crui-
sers, particularly under the Danish flag, has latterly
been visited with fresh and extensive depredations.
The measures pursued in behalf of our injured citi-
zens, not having obtained justice for them, a further
and more formal in ition with the Danish Govern-
ment is contemplated. The principles which have
been maintained by that Government in relation to
neutral commerce, and the friendly professions of His
Danish Majesty towards the United States, are value-
ble pledges in favor of & suocessful issue.

Among the events growing out of the state of the
Spanish manarchy, our attention wss imperiously at-
tracted to the change developing itssif in that portion of
West Florida which, though of right appertaining to
the United States, had remained in the possession of
Spain, swaiting the result of megotiations for its actual
delivery to them. The Spanish authority was subverted,
and a situation cgrodueed exposing the country to ulte-
rior events which might essentially affect the rights and
welt:r;‘ of t;he Unioa. In such r:d c;_mj&nauro I did
not de e interposition required for the occupan
of the wymtory we?::f the river Perdido, to which tl'z
title of the United States extends, and to which the
Inws provided for the Territory of Orleans are applica-
ble. With this view, the proclamation, of which a
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is laid before you, was confided to the Governor
::pt’ht Territory, to be carried into effect. The le-
gality and necessity of the course pursued, assure me
of the favorable light in which it will present itself to
the Legislature, and of the promptitude with which
they will sapply whatever provisions may be due to
the essential rights and équitable interests of the
i:hm brought into the bosom of the Amum
On{ amity with the Powers of Barbary, with the
exception of a recent occurrence at Tunis, of which
an explanation is gu-t received, appears to have been
unindtfmptcd, and to have become more firmly estab-
lish

6

With the Indian tribes, also, the peace and friend-
ship of the United States are found to be so eligible
that the general disposition to preserve both continues
to gain strength.

1 feel particular satisfaction in remarking that an
interior view of our country presents us with grateful
proofs of its substantial and increasing prosperity. To
a thriving agriculture, and the improvements related
to it, is added a highly interesting extension of useful

manufactures, the combined uct of professional
occupations and of household industry. Such, indeed,
is the experience of economy, as well as of policy, in
these substitutes for supplies, heretofore obtained. by
foraign commerce, that, in a national view, the change
is justly regarded as, of itself, more than a recompense
for those privations and losses, resulting from foreign
injustice, which farnished the genenl impulse re-
quired for its accomplishment. How far it may be ex-
pedient to guard the infaney of this improvement in
the distribution of labor by regulations of the com-
mercial tariff, is a subject which cannot fail to suggest
iteelf to your patriotic reflections.

It will rest with the consideration of Congress, also,
whether a provident, as well as fair encouragement,
would not be given to onr navigation by such regule-
tions as would place it on a level of competition with
foreign vessels, particularly in transporting the impor-
tant and bulky productions of our own soil. The fail-
ure of equality and reciprocity in the existing regula-
tions on this subject in our ports, as a pre-
mium to foreign competitors; and the inconvenience
must increase as these may be multiplied, under more
favorable circumstances, by the more than counter-
vailing encouragements now given them by the laws
of their respective countries.

‘Whilst it is universally admitted that a well in-
structed people alone can be permanently a free peo-
ple, and while it is evident that the means of diffusing
and improving useful knowledge form so0 small a pro-
portion of the expenditures for national purposes, I
cannot presume it to be unseasonable to invite your
sttention to the advantages of superadding to the
means of education, provided by the several States, a
seminary of learning, instituted by the National Legis-
1ature, within the limits of their exclusive jurisdiction,
the expense of which might be defrayed or reimbursed
-out of the vacant grounds which have acerued to the
nation within those limits.

Such an institution, though local in its legal char-
acter, would be universal in its beneficial effects. By
enlightening the opinions, by expanding the patriot-
ism, and by assimilating the principles, the senti-
ments, and the manners, of those who might resort to
this temple of science, to be redistributed, in due time,
through every part of the community, sources of jeal-

ousy and }m'udiee would be diminished, the features
of national character would be muitiplied, and greater
extent given to social harmony. But, above all, a well
constituted seminary, in the centre of the nation, is
recommended by the consideration that the additional
instruction emanating from it would contribute not
less to strengthen the foundations than to adorn the
structure of our free and hagpy system of Government.

Among the commercial abuses still committed under
the American flag, and leaving in force my former ref
erence to that subject, it appears that American citi-
zens are instrumental in ing on a traffic in en-
dlaved Africans, equally in violation of the laws of
humanity, and in defiance of those of their own coun-
try. The same just and benevolent motives which
produced the interdiction in force against this criminat
conduct, will doubtless be felt by Congress in devising
farther means of suppressing the evil.

In the midst of uncertainties necessarily connected
with the great interests of the United States, prudence
requires a continuance of our defensive and precau-
tionary arrangement. The Secretary of War and
Becretary of the Navy will submit the statements and
estimates which may aid Congress in their ensuing
provisions for the land and naval forces. The state-
ments of the latter will include a view of the transfers
of appropriations in the naval expenditures, and the
grounds on which they were made.

The fortifications for the defence of our maritime
frontier have heen %ru:cuted according to the plan
laid down in 1808. works, with some exceptions,
are completed, and farnished with orinence. 080
for the security of the city of New York, though far
advanced towards completion, will require a further
time and appropriation. This is the case with a few
others, either not completed, or in need of repairs.

The improvemeonts, in quality and quantity, made
in the manufacture of cannon a:\’d of small arms, both
at the public armories and private factories, warrant
additional confidence in the competency of these ve-
sources for supplying the public exigencies.

These preparations for arming the militia havi
tlm:h far provided for l.:né of the objod(:u contem, ated
e power vested ongreas with respect to
geat bulwark of the public safety, it is for their con-
sideration whether further provisions are not requisite
for the other contemplated objects of organization and
discipline. To give to this great mass of physical and
moral force the efficiency which it merits and is capa-
ble of receiving, it is indispensable that they should

boimlnctedmd’irwﬁnd in the rules by which

are to be govern: Towards an accomplishment of
this important work, 1 recommend for tho considera-
tion of Con, the expediency of instituting s sys-
tem which ,in the first instance, call into the field,
at the public expense, and for a given time, certain
portions of the commissioned and non-commissioned
officers. The instruction and discipline thus acquired
would gradually diffuse through the entire body of the
militia that practical knowledge and promptitude for
active service which are the great ends to be pursned.
Experience has left no doubt, either of the necessity
or of the efficacy of com t military skill in those
portions of an army, in fitting it for the final duties
which it may have to perform.

The corps of engineers, with the Military Academy,
are entitled to the early attention of Congress. The
buildings at the seat fixed by law for the present
academy are 20 far in decay as not to afford the neces-
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sary accommodation. But a revision of the law is re-
commended prineipally with a view to a more enlarged
cultivation and diffusion of the advantages of such
institutions, by providing professorships for all the
necessary branches of military instruction, and by the
establishment of an additional scademy at the Seat of
Government or elsewhere. The means by which war,
as well for defence as for offence, are now carried on,
render these schools of the more scientific operations
an indispensable part of every tde&nl;te system. Even
among nations whose large standing armies and fre-
quent wars afford every other opportunity of instruc-
tion, these establishments are found to be indispens-
able for the due attainment of the branches of military
science which require a regular course of study and
experiment. In a Government happily without the
other opportunities, seminaries, where the elementary
principles of the art of war can be taught without ac-
tual war, and without the expense of extensive and
standing armies, have the precious advantage of uni-
ting an essential preparation against external danger,
with a scrupulous regard to internal safety. In no
other way, probably, can a provision of equal efficacy
for the public defence be made at so little expense, or
more consistently with the public liberty.

The receipts into the Treasury during the year end-
ing on the 30th of September last, (and amounting to
more than eight millions and a half of dollars) have
exceeded the current expenses of Government, includ-
ing the interest on the public debt. For the pu
of reimbursing, at the end of the year, three millions
seven hundred and thousand dollars of the prin-
cipal, a loan, as authorized by law, had been negotiated
to that amount; but has since been reduced to two
millions seven hundred and fity thousand dollars;
the reduction being permitted by the state of the
‘Treasury, in which there will be a balance remaining
at the end of the year, estimated at two millions of
dollars. For the probable receipts of the next year,
and other details, f refer to statements which will be
transmitted from the Treasury, and which will enable

ou to judge what farther provisions may be necessary
¥or the ensuing years.

" Reserving for future occasions, in the course of the
session, wlutevlezl othe:h eommuniubt;onl may claim
our attention, I close the present, by expressing m:
Jy'eli:nce, under the blessing of Divine Providence, oz
the judgment and patriotism which will guide your
Imeasures, at a period icularly calling for united
councils, and inflexible exertions, for the welfare of
our country, and by assuring you of the fidelity and
alacrity with which my co-operation will be afforded.

JAMES MADISON.

‘Wasarxeron, December 6, 1810,

The Message and documents therein referred
to were read, and five hundred copies thereof or-
dered to be printed for the use of the Senate.

Mr. SmiTh, of Maryland, asked and obtained
leave to bring in a bill to suspend the second
section of the act, entitled “An act regulating
foreign coins, and for other purposes;” and the
bill was read, and passed to the second reading.

Mr. GiLes presented the petition of the Presi-
dent, Directors, and Company, of the Farmers’
Bank of Alexandria, praying a charter of incor-
poration, for reasons stated at large in the peti-
tion ; which was read,and ordered to lie for con-
sideration.

Trurepay, December 6.
The number of Senators present not bein,
sufficient to constitute a quorum, the Senate ad-
journed.

Fripav, December 7.

Joszra AnpERSON, from the State of Tennes-
see, attended.

The bill to suspend the second seetion of the
act, entitled “An act reguhting foreign coin
and for other purposes;® was read the secon
time, and referred to a select committee, to cone
sider and report thereon ; and Messrs. SmiTa, of
Maryland, Ceawrorn, and Dana, were appointed
the committee.

The Senate resumed the motion made on the
4th instant, for the appointment of Chaplains;
and the further consideration thereof was post-
poned until Monday next.

On motion, by Mr. Girzs,

Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presf-
dent of the United States as concerns the relations
between the United States and France and Great
Britain, with the accompanying documents, be referred
to a select committee to examine and report thereon
to the Senate, and that the committee have leave to
report by bill, bills, or otherwise.

Ordered, That Messrs. GiLES, CRAWFORD, AN-
DERSON, GoobpRicH, and Pork, be the committee.

The following motion was submitted by Mr.
GiLes:

Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi-
dent of the United States, as relates to the oceupation
of that part of West Florida which is included within
the boundaries described by the treaty for the acquisi~
tion of Louisiana, with the sccompanying documents,
be referred to a select committee, with instructions to
examine the same, and report thereon to the Senate ;
and thet the committee have leave to report by bill,
bills, or otherwise.

Ordered, That it lie until Monday next.

On motion, by Mr. Smita, of Maryland,

Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi-
dent of the United States, as relates to the corps of
engineers and Military Academy, be referred to a se-
lect committee, to report by bill, bills, or otherwise.

Ordered, That Messrs. Smite of Maryland
Gruman, BrRapLey, PickeRING, and REep, be the
committee.

On motion, by Mr. GiLEs,

Resolved, That the petition of the President, Direc-
tors, and Company of the Farmers’ Bank of Alexan-
dris, praying a charter of incorporation, presented on
the 5th instant, be referred to a select committee, to
consist of five members, to consider and report thereon
by bill or otherwise.

Ordered, That Messrs. GeLes, Leis, Goon-
ricH, CRAWFORD, and Curre, be the committee.

—

Monpay, December 10.

M. LeiB presented the resolutions of the Legis-
latare of the State of Pennsylvania, passed 18th
March last, approving the measures pursued by
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the Administration of the United States, on our
foreign relations; and the resolutions were read.

The Senate resumed the motion made the 4th
instant, for the appointment of Chaplains; and
on motion, by Mr. CEawroap, to amend the mo-
tion ax follows:

“That a Chaplaih shall be appointed to Congress
during the present seesion, who shail perform divine
service on the Sabbath day in the Representatives’
Hall, and shall interchange weekly ;"

It passed in the negative.

80 it was Resolved, That two Chaplains, of
different denominations, be appointed to Con-

ress during the present session, one by each

ouse, who shall interchange weekly.

The Senate resumed the consideration of the
motion submitted the 7th instant ; and,

Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Prexsi-
dent of the United States, as relates to the occupation
of that part of West Florida, which is included within
the boundaries described by the treaty for the acquisi-
tion of Louisiana, with the sccompanying documents,
be referred to a select committee, with instructions to
oxamine the same and report thereon to the Senate;
and that the committee have leave to report by bill,
bills, or otherwise.

Ordered, That Messrs. GiLes, PO"L Craw-
PORD, AnDERsON, and BraoLey, be the com-
mittee.

On motion, by Mr. CaMPBELL,

Reeolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi-
dent of the United States as relates to commercial
abuses committed under the American flag, in carry-
ing on an illegal traffic in enslaved Africans, be refer-
red to a committee, to examine and report thereon to
the Senate; and that the committee have leave to re-
port by bill or otherwise.

Ordered, That Messrs, CaMpeaLL, Dana, Brap-
LEY, CuTrTs, and GiLMAN, be the committee.

Mr. AxpERson presented the petition of the
President and Directors of the Bank of Poto-
mac, praying & charter of incorporation, for rea-
sons stated at large in the petition ; which was
read, and referred to & select committee, to con-
sist of five members, to consider and report
thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Ax-
DERSON, (GiLMaN, Tair, GoopricH, and L1,
were appointed the committee,

On motion, by Mr. GiLMAN,

Resolved, That s committee be inted
ey ok g e

Ordered, That Messrs. Currs, Horsey, and
GILMAN, be the committee.

On motion, by Mr. Lers,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, agreeabl,
to the 424 rule for conducting bmigg:s in the Scnttey.

Ordered, That Messrs. Lz, CaAnpBsLL, and
Daxa, be the committee.

td—

Tuesoay, December 11.
Ricaanp Brent, from the State of Virginia,
attended. -
A message from the House of Representatives

informed the Senate that the House concur in
the resolution of the SBenate of the 10th instant,
for the appointment of Chaplains, and have ap-
pointed the Reverend Jesse Lee Chaplain on
their part.

On motion, by Mr. L,

Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi-
dent of the United States as relates to the organiza-
tion and discipline of the militia, be referred to a com-
mittee, with leave to report by bill or otherwise.

That Messrs. Leis, REED, SmiTh of
Maryland, Axperson, and GiLMAN, be the com-
mittee.

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, from the committee
to whom was referred the bill to suspend the
second section of the act, entitled *“ An act regu-
lating foreign coins, and for other purposes,” re-
ported it without amendment.

Oa the question, Shall this bill be engrossed
and read a third time? it was determined in the
affirmative.

‘Webpnespay, December 12.
The Vice PresipEnT of the United States re-
sumed the Chair.
Jesse Franxiix, from the State of North Ca-
rolina, also took his seat in the Senate.
The following Message was received from the
Presipent of THE UNITED StATES:

To the Senate and House of .
_Re{mnldioa of the United States :
1 lay before Congress, and recommend to their early

attention, a re of the of State, from
which dit t:ﬂlh::.m that a very h:uidob.‘ nbl:nnod dunnlh
ond the appropriations, n in
mmpponofnczmnmw seizutes, in differ
ent parts of Europe, of the vessels to which M{‘
longed. JAMES MADISON.
Dzozxaza 13, 1810,

The Message and report were read, and refere
red to a select committee, to consider and report
thereon ; and Messrs. Franxrin, CRAWFORD, and
Goobgicn, were appointed the committee.

The PresipEnT laid before the Senate the re-

rt of the Secretary of the Treasury, prepared
in obedience to the act, entitled “ An act to es-
tablish the Treasury Department,” which, to-
gether with the accompanying documents, were
read, and ordered to lie for consideration.

Mr. Currs, from the Committee on Enrolled
Bills, re orted the bill to suspend the second sec-
tion of the act, entitled “An act regulating foreign
coins,and for other purposes,” carrectly engrossed ;
and the bill was read the third time, and on mo.
tion, by Mr. Syt of Maryland, it was agreed
by unanimous consent, to strike out the ‘word
“for,” incorrectly quoted from the origioal bill.

8o it was Resolved, Thut this bill pass, and
that the title thereof be * An act to suspend the
second section of the act, entitled * An act regu-
lating foreign coins, and for other purposes.”

Mr. BRENT presented the petition of the stock-
holders of the Bank of Washington, praying a
charter of incorporation, for reasons stated at
large in the petition. He also presented the me-
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morials of sandry citizens of Washington county
on the same subject; which were read, and re-
ferred to Messrs. ANDERSON, GiLMaN, TarT,
Gooprica, and LEis, the committee to whom
was referred, on the 11th instant,a Eetition of the
President and Directors of the Bank of Potomac,
to_consider and report thereon by bill or other-
wise.

On motion, by Mr. BrapLEy, the Senate pro-
ceeded to the election of a Chaplain on their

rt, in pursuance of the resolution of the two

ouses; and, on counting of the ballots, it ap-
ared that the Reverend WaLTeR D. Appison
ad a majority, and was accorditi%ly elected.

A message from the House of Representatives
informed the Senate that the House have passed
a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the trans-

ortation of certain documents free of postage;”
in which they request the concurrence of the
Senate.

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed

to the second reading. .

Taurspay, December 13.

Hexry CLay, from the State of Kentucky, took
his seat in the Senate.

The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the trans-
portation of certain documents free of postage,”
was read the second and third time, by unani-
mous consent, and passed.

Mr. Leis submitted the following motion:

Rezolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire
into the expediency of directing the Secretary of the

Treasury to dq)aiu, for collection, in other banks than
that of the United States and its branches, the bonds
given to the Government for duties ; and that the com-
mittee have leave to report by bill or otherwise.

The PresipeNT communicated the report of
the Secretary for the Department of Treasury,
made in pursuance of the resolution of the Sen-

—ate of the 25th of April, 1810; and also a report
made in pursuance of the resolution of the Sen-
ate, of the 1st of May, 1810, on the subject of
claims barred by the statute of limitations; to-
gether with an explanatory letter from the Re-
gister of the Treasury on the same subjeet;
which were read, and ordered to lie for consid-
eration.

Fripay, December 14.

The Senate resumed the consideration of the
motion made {eaterday on the subject; and
ved, That a committee be appointed to
inquire into the expediency of directing the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to deposite for collection
in other banks than that of the United Statesand
its branches, the bonds given to the Government
for duties; and that the committee have leave to
report by bill or otherwise.
That Messrs. Leie, CrawrorD, and
GoobricH, be the committee.
Mr. GiLgs presented the memorial of the Cit
Council of Washington, ?raymg sundry amend-
ments to their charter of incorporation; which

was read, and referred to a select committee, to
consist of five members, to consider and report
thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Dana,
Tart, GaiLLarp, HorsEy, and GiLEs, were ap-

pointed the committee.

THE MILITIA.

The PResipENT communicated the report of the
Secretary for the Department of War, made in
obedience. to the resolution of the Senate of April
7,1810, directing him to prepare a system of regu-
lations for improving the discipline of the militia
of the United States; which was read, and refer-

.| red to Messrs. LEtr, REED, SmiTH of Maryland,

ANDERSON, and GILMAN, the committee to whom

was referred, on the 11th instant, so much of the

Message of the President of the United States as

relates to the organization and discipline of the

militia, with leave to report by bill or otherwise.
The report is as follows:

Wan DxearTuxxr, December 13, 1810,

Sz : In obedience to a resolution of the honorable
the Senate, passed April 7, 1810, « directing the Becre~
tary of War to prepare a system of regulations for im-
proving the discipline of the militia of the United States,
comprehending the infantry, cavalry, and artillery, and
to report the same to the Senate at the next session of
Congress,” the following regulations for the infantry,
uv::-ly, and artillery, are herewith respectfully pre-
sented.

In determining on the regulations which it may be
most eligible to establish for the government of the in-
fantry, several considerations present themselves : first,

‘the organization of companies, battalions, and regi-

ments, as ordained by existing laws; secondly, the
proficiency already made, with the experience acquired
under the present system. Were the militia to be or-
ganized at this time from the population of the United
States, and regulations to be adopted for their govern-
ment and discipline, without regard to their present
organization and discipline, the system of organization
and tactics of the French armies would claim a prefer-
ence. But the adoption of this system would require
an entire new organization of companies, battalions,
and regiments ; and it is at least doubtful whether the
officers of the militia would bestow, gratuitously, the
time and attention necessary for their own, and the in-
struction of the men under their command, in the new
and additional dities thus devolving on them.

The regulations prepared by the late Baron de Steu-
ben, and ordered for the government of the troops of
the United States by the Continental Congress, March
29, 1779, are acknowledged to contain the necessary
instructions and directions for the discipline and gov-
ernment of an army, and have been the general rule
of practice observed by the militia as well as the Army
of the United States. It has therefore been judged
expedient to continue these regulations as a basis, and
to add to them such amendments and alterations as
have been suggested by experience, with some manceu-
vres which make a part of more modern tactics. Should
this proposal be adopted, the ordinance of March, 1779,
as altered and amended, will require to be reprinted.

For the government of the Cavalry—The ordinance
for the exercise and manceuvres of the light cavalry of
the French armies having all the advantages and im-
provements derived from long experience and actual
service, appears to be well calculated. In order that a
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the whole of that ordinance, together with a volume of
plates, el})llnawry of the directions, is herewith trans-
mitted. In case it shall be approved, a revision of the
work, by a person conversant with military science,
will be necessary, in which the terms will be rendered
snalogous to our languege; the whole may be abbre-
viated, and such parts as are not applicable to light
cavalry may be entirely omitted.

For the Artillery—+*A compendious exercise for
garrison and field ordnance,” selected from the most
approved authorities, by officers of experience, is pro-
posed, and herewith reported for consideration.

All which is respectfully submi

WILLIAM EUSTIS.

’ Secretary of War.
Przsivsxr of the Senate, &c. =y of

Monxpay, December 17.

James Liovp, from the State of Massachu-
setts, took his seat in the Senate.

The PreeipENT communicated the report of
the Secretary of the Nav’ on moneys transferred,
during the last recess of Congress, from certain
appropriations for particular branches of expendi-
ture in that department, and of the application of
such moneys; also, his report’ shownng the state
and disposition, at this time, of the public vessels
of war and gunboats; which were read for con-
sideration.

Tuespay, Deeember 18.

‘Jonx ConbiT, from the State of New Jersey,
and JorN Smith, from the State of New York,
severally took their seats in the Senate.

Mr. Leis presented the petition of William
Davz and Son, and others, merchants and traders
of Philadelphia, stating that they are ownersof a
large property beyond the Cape of Good Hope,
and praying exemption from the provisions of the
act, entitled “ An act concerning the commer-
cial intercourse between the United States and
Great Britain and France,and their dependencies,
and for other purposes;” uoder which they are
apprehensive thesaid property may be implicated;
and the petition was read, and referred to Messrs.
GiLEs, Crawrorp, ANDERSON, GooDRIOH, and
Porg, the committee to whom was referred, on
the 7th instant, so much of the Message of ths
President of the United States as soncerns the
relations between the United States and France
and Great Britin, to consider and report thereon
by bill or otherwise.

BANK OF THE UNITED STATES.

Mr. Lsie_presented the petition of the Presi-
dent and Directors of the Bank of the United
States, praying a renewal of their charter, for rea-
sons therein stated ; and the petition was read,
and referred to a select committee, to consist of
five members, to consider and report thereon ; and
that the petition be printed for the use of the
Senate.

Messrs. Crawrorp, Leis, Lroyp, Porg, and
ANDERBON, were appointed the committee.

The memorial is as follows:

chra
United Stales of America, in Congress assembled,
the memorial of the Stockholders of the Bank of the
United States, respectfully showeth :

That, by an act of Congress, passed on the 26th of
February, 1791, the subscribers to the capital stock of
the Bank of the United States, their successors and
assigns, wore incorporated for s term of years, which
will expire on the 4th day of March next.

Aware of the evils which must result from the sud-
den termination of the operations of an institution, inti-
mately and extensively connected with the commerciat
interests of the nation, with the public credit, and the
fiscal concerns’of the Government, yonr memorialists
submitted to the tenth Congrees, an application for the
extension of their charter. The wisdom of Congress
having, hitherto, declined - a decision upon the subject,
it becomes the duty of your memorialists again to sub-
mit to the legislative consideration, and to repeat their
prayer, that the charter of incorporation under which
they have hitherto existed, may be renewed.

Had your memorislists consulted merely their own
convenience and security, under the uncertainty in
which the success of their application has since that
time remained, prudence would have.required them
gradually to call in their fands, as a measure of pre-
caution, in case of a dissolution. But, considerations
of public utility, which have always influenced the
conduct of this institution, and a belief that the gen-
eral interest required, and would, therefore, obtain a
continuance of its incorporation, have postponed the
sdoption of a measure, in whatever manner effected,

uctive, as they apprehend, of grest public as well
as private distress.

The superior information of the Legialature renders
it unnecessary for your memorialists to detail the gen-
eral benefits of banking institations. The experience
and the practice of all nations, in modern times, suffi-
ciently prove their utility to trade, their aid in the
management of the national revenues, and their ne-
cessity in times of public emergency and general
calamity. In no country bave these benefits been mare
forcibly exemplified, or more fully experienced, then
in the United States. The truth of this remark, is
obvious in the amount of the productive capital of the
country, above the quantity of the precious metals, in
the rapid advancement of agriculture, manufactures,
and commerce, the solidity of private as well as public
credit, the ease with which the moneyed operations of
the Government, of societies, and of individuals, to an
immense amount are carried on; the accumulation of
wealth, and the general prosperity of the nation. Itis
not intended to suggest, that the creation of banks has,
of itself, produced these effects ; the activity, the energy,
and enterprise of the people, under the protection of a
wise and able Government, have erated in their
production ; but, without the augmentation of the
active capital of the country, and the other facilities to
business produced b; banking institutions, that activity,
energy, and enterprise, would have but feebly o 8
That the public opinion, the correct arbiter of the pub-
lic interest, coincides with that of your memorialists,
is evidenced by the institution and increase of banks
in every State of the Union. .

In producing these beneficial effects, your memori-
alists reflect with pleasure, that the Bank of the United
States has contributed in an. eminent degree. Its
early institution, its extensive and combined operations,
and the weight of its capital, at the same time that
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they afforded it the opportunity of being acquainted
m.ti the trading interests of the Union, gave it, also,
the means of essentially advancing them, while its dis-
ition to do so has slways kept pace with its ability.
m restricted to any particular district, it has acted as
‘the general guardian of commercial credit, and by
preventing the balance of trade in the different States
from ucing a deficiency of money in any, has ob-
viated the mischiefs which would have been thereby
uced. It has fostered and protected the banking
institutions of the States, and has sided them, when
unexpectedly pressed; its disposition towards them is
mimed in the quantum of its capital, of which they
have generally had the use, not much less in amount
than one tenth of the whole. *

In its accommodations to individuals it has been lib-
eral, but, at the same time, discreet, with a view as
well to their safety as itrown. By means of it, the
merchant and the manufacturer have been enabled to
push their operations to an extent far exceeding what
would have been practicable without it ; judicious and

rudent enterprise has been encouraged, rash and pro-
SIgd adventure has been discountenanced, and a suf-
ficient fand being provided, from which reasonable
. loans could be obtained, usury hasbeen prevented, and
usurious lenders repressed.

Its im ce in the administration of the finances,
and its utility in the operations connected with the
public credit zavo been fully establiehed.

It has afforded a place of deposite for the public
moneys, without expense, and without hazard to the
Government.

It has aided in the collection of the revenue, by in-
troducing a punctuality in the payment of duties,
otherwise unattainable, and by accommodating with
loans those who had such payments to make; thereby
assuming upon itself the risk, which otherwise had
been borne by the Government.

It has, at all times, upon its own responsibility, and
ot its own expenre, transmitted the public moneys
from one part of the Union to another, so as to meet
the exigencies of the Government, and, from the sur-
plus revenue of one place, to supply the deficiency of
another. By this means the Government has always
been enabled, with convenience, to pay the interest on
the public debt, and to meet its other demands, at
such places as its engagements required ; an operation
which, without such an aid, would have been produc-
tive of trouble, hazard, and expense to the Government,
and would stiil have been liuble to disappointment.

It has, by its loans, enabled the Government to com-
ply punctually with its engagements, when deficien-
cies or delays have occurred in the revenue, and has
thus enabled it to maintain inviolate the public faith
and credit, both at home and abroad. There have
boen periods when the nation found it necessary to
borrow largely from this institution, and, at one time,
had upen loan considerably more than three-fourth
parts of ite active capital.

It has, for the accommodation of the Government,
established branches at places disadvantageous to its
business, and from which no profit was expected to be
derived.

Most of these operations have been attended with
inconvenience, and with expense to the bank, but they
::;v: always been performed with alacrity and cheer-

ess.

While your memorialists thus recount the aids th
have afforded, they feel no disposition to forget the ad-

vantsges they have received from the Government in
retyrn.  The support which it has given to the bank,
and the confidence which it has reposed in it, founded
upon a knowledge of its management and condition,
bave conferred upon it a stability, a dignity, and a
splendor, which have preserved its credit from suspi-
cion, and have mure«f to it the confidence of Europe,
a8 well as America.

Thus, mutually aiding and aided by the Govern-
ment, has the Bank of the United States, for twenty
years, continued its operations, and during that time,
has obtained the general acknowledgment that its af-
faire have been conducted with honor and dignity,
with impartiality and candor, with liberality and pru-
dence.

To the original motives for the institution of this
bank, the success of experiment is now added, and
with the existing proofs of its uses and its services,
every consideration of policy and of justice, urge its
continuance. Independent of the positive evils its dis-
solution would produce to the community, the Gov-
ernment would at least be deprived of those advanta-
ges it has hitherto derived from its existence; unless
they could be supplied from some other quarter, either
by the banks established by the several States, or by a
bank upon a foundation altogether new. As to the
State banks, your memorialists are fully sensible of
the benefits resulting from their establishment, and of
their sufficiency for the purposes of their institution,
the local accommodation of the places in which they
oxist. But their capitals are by no means adequate to
the demands of the General Government, in a time of
emergency; a time when the ordinary claims of their
own State Governments, and of their own particular
customers, would be increased and entitled to prefer-
ence. Neither could the transmission of the public
mouneys, from one quarter of the Union to another, be
effected with sufficient ease and dispatch, or to the re-
quisite extgnt, by banks of limited capital, having no
connexion with, nor direction over, each other.

Nor would it be prudent in the Government, to
trust the deposite of its funds, to the extent to which
they sometimes exist in a variety of institutions, united
by no common bond, and in no degree responsible for
each other; over whose conduct the General Govern-
ment could have no control, into whose management
and condition it could not legally inquire, and which
those institutions, even if disposed, could not legally
communicate. Independent of the hazard to which
the public moneys might be subjected by mismanage-
ment, a power would be placed in hands, which, from
want of responsibility, and went of control, might be
used to injurious purposes.

In addition, the dignity of the Government seems to
require its fiscal operations to be conducted through
the medium of an institution organized by itself, of
whose ability to answer all the purposes of revenue and
public credit, no doubt can exist; of whose situation
and proceedings s competent knowledge can be had ;
over whose conduct a sufficient degree of control to
prevent wilful misconduct should exist, and upon
whose disposition to assist the Government in times
of exigency, reliance may be confidently placed. Such
an institution is the Bank of the United States, and
such it will remain, if continued in its present form.
The amount of its czpiul gives it sufficient power;
its situation is perioditally communicated to the Trea-
sury Department: over its proceedings the Govern-
ment possesses a powerful control, by the extent of its
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deposites : of its disposition to yield every legitimate
mgon nce to the WM&, it has given the strong-
est evidences, and to insure the continuance of this
disposition, its interest and its duty combine.

?f a National Bank be thus conducive to the inter-
ests of the community, and of importance to the Gov-
ernment, no obvious motive suggests itself to your me-
morialists against the continuance of the present bank.
At any time, and especially at the present, when =0
large & portion bf American property remains unpro-
ductive in Europe, so great a reduction in the amount
of the active caénu! of the country as the dissolution of
the bank woul
and gemeral injury, from the depreciation in value of
property, the stagnation of business, and the check to
commercial enterprise, which 'f”h:hmn“ from it.
And in stopping the operations of such an engine, one
of two consequences must be uced, either that in
discharging the debts due to the bank, great sacrifices
must be made, and every resource of the merchant
drained, or, in the failure to pay them, an irreparable
:Il;)w must be given to commercial credit and punctu-

ity.

ﬁor is it easy to calculate the effects, which the de-
struction of the bank would produce in the loss it
would occasion to the public revenue, to charitable in-
stitutions, widows, children, snd others, interested in
the stock ; from the pressure to which the other banks
must be inevitably subjected, from the want of confi-
dence it would create in the stability of our institutions,
and from the general derangement of credit.

Under these views and impressions, your memori-
alists solicit the renewal of their charter ; and upon the
wisdom and justice of the Legislature, and its regard
for the rights and interests of its citizens, they rely for
its concession.

Signed on behalf of the stockholders.
: DAVID LENOX, President.
Paizaprrrata, Dec. 10, 1810. .

TERRITORY OF ORLEANS.

Mr. GiLes, from the committee to whom was
referred, on the 8th instant, so much of the Mes-
sage of the President of the United States as re-
Iates to the occupation of that part of West Fior-
ida which is included within the boundaries de-
scribed by the u-enr for the acquisition of Loui-
siang, reported & bill declaring the laws now in
force in the Territory of Orleans, to extend to
and to have full force and effect to the river Per-
dido, pursuant to the treaty concluded at Paris on
the 30th day of Aprl, 1803, and for other pur-
poses; and the bill was read, and passed to the
second reading.

The following is the bill: .

“That the Territory of Orleans, as described by an
act, passed the twenty-sixth day of March, one thou-
sand eight hundred and four, entitled “An act erecting
Louisiana into two Territories, and providing for the
temporary government thereof,” shall be deemed, and
is hereby declared, to extend to the river Perdido; and
to include all that territory south of the Mississippi
Territory, and eastward of the river Mississippi, to the
said river Perdido, according to the provisions of the
treaty concluded at Paris, between the United States
and France, on the thirtieth day of April, one thou-
sand eight hundred and three.

“Bxc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the

occasion, must be attended with great-

laws heretofore passed, and now in force in the Terri-
tory of Orleans, shall be deemed, and are hereby de-
clared, to extend to and to have full force and effect
in the territory described in the first section of this

act. .
8xc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the
pu of more conveniently ascertaining the titles
nnﬂdﬁmhlmd within the territory described in
the first section of this act, the same shall be formed
into one district of the Territory of Orleans; and the
President is hereby authorized and required to nomi.
nate, and, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate, appoint one register of land titles, who shall
rm the duties, receive the same compensation for

is services, and be subject, in all , to the same

regulations and i n-.umogthpruaM

gﬂ&emishn the other districts of the Territory of
eans.

Sxc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the com-
missioners heretofore :p;ru’nud. in virtue of the fifth
section of the act, entitled “An act for ascertaining
and adjusting titles and claims to land within the
Territory of Orleans, and the District of Louisiana,”
shall meet within the aforesaid Territory, at such place
as the President shall have directed thereim for the
residence of the register, on or before the —— day of
———, and they shall not adjourn to any other place,
nor for a longer time than three days, until the ——
day of ——, and until they shall have completed the
business of their sppointment: and it be their
duty to decide, in a summary way, according to just-
ice and equity, upon all claims filed with the register,
conformably, in all cts, to the provisions now in
force and observed in :ge Territory of Orleans; which
decisions shall be laid before Congress in the same
manner, as is now done in the other districts of the

Territory of Orleans, and be subject to the determina-~
tion of Congrees. thereupon.”
———

WEeDNESDAY, December 19.

CrrisTorHER GRANT CHAMPLIN, from the State
of Rhode Island, took his seat in the Senate.

The bill declaring the laws now in force in the
Territory of Orleans, to extend to and to have
full force and effect to the river Perdido, pursu-
ant to the treatg concluded at Paris ou the 30th
day of April, 1803, and for other purposes, was
read the second time.

Mt. Dana submitted the following motion for
consideration : :

Resolved, Thet s committee be sppointed to inguire
into the expedience of authorizing such surveys and
examinations to be made respecting the lakes or wa.
ters, along the northern confines of the United States,
as may conduce to the safety and convenience of com-
munication thereon; and that the commi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>