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SYMBOLS AND NOTES

Data not available (three dashes)

Category not applicable (three dots) • • •

Quantity is zero (1 dash) -

Magnitude greater than zero but less than
one-half of the unit used 0 or 0.0

Magnitude of the sampling error precludes
showing separate estimate {*)

NOTE: Due to rounding, detailed figures within

tables may not add to totals



ACUTE CONDITIONS

INTRODUCTION
In December 1958, the U. S. National Sur-

vey issued its first report on acute conditions

(Series B, No. 6). This report presented esti-

mates of the incidence of acute conditions and
the amount of associated disability for the year
June 1957-June 1958. These estimates, however,
were so inflated by the abnormally high num-
ber of cases of Asian influenza, a disease which
reached epidemic proportions during the year,

that they were not representative of a typical

nonepidemic year. Accordingly, a second re-
port (Series B, No. 18) was issued in June 1960.

This report presented estimates of the incidence

of acute conditions and associated disability for

the year July 1958-June 1959. The present re-
port, which is designed to supplement B-18, pre-
sents data for the same year, but the emphasis is

on the geographic variation of the conditions rath-
er than on the type of condition. Readers who are
interested in the specific condition groups, the

medical attention accorded acute conditions, or
the days lost from work or school because of

acute conditions should consult B-18.
The data presented in this report are de-

rived from a continuous probability sample of

the civilian noninstitutional population residing
in the United States. The method of collection is

by household interviews, and the sample is de-
signed so that interviews are conducted every
week of the year and in every State. During the

period July 1958-June 1959, approximately 37,000
households containing 120,000 persons were in-

terviewed.

A description of the design of the survey,
the methods used in estimation, and the general
qualifications of the data is presented in Ap-
pendix I. Particular attention is called to the

section "Reliability of Estimates." Since the data
are derived from a sample survey, all of the

estimates presented in this report are subject
to errors of sampling. The sampling errors for
most of the estimates are relatively low. How-
ever, when the estimated number is small, the

This report was prepared by Mary Grace Kovar
of the U. S. National Health Survey staff.

sampling error may be high and such estimates
must be interpreted with caution.

Certain terms used in this report are de-

fined in Appendix II. Since many of these terms
have specialized meanings in the survey, famil-

iarity with the definitions is necessary for proper

interpretation of the statistics. Most important

is the definition of an acute condition, which,

with certain exceptions, is defined as a condi-

tion which has lasted less than 3 months and which

has involved either medical attention or restrict-

ed activity. The exceptions, which are listed in

Appendix II, are certain conditions such as heart

trouble and diabetes which are always considered

to be chronic.

Appendix III is a facsimile of the question-

naire used by the U. S. National Health Survey

from July 1958-June 1959. ITie data in this re-
port are based on the responses to questions

11-17 and table I.

Questions 11-17 are designed to elicit in-

formation as to the presence or absence of ill-

nesses and injuries in the household. Each con-
dition which is reported as being present is en-

tered on a separate line of table I, and further

questions are asked about this specific condition

to obtain a better description of it and also to

obtain information about resultant effects on the

person.

It is extremely important to remember that

the only acute conditions included in this report

are those which involved either activity restric-

tion or medical attention. This survey procedure
may I influence the pattern of estimates of the

incidence of acute conditions because of the re-
lationship between utilization of medical facili-

ties and socioeconomic status. In an area where
the utilization of medical facilities is high, a

large proportion of the conditions are seen by a
physician and few conditions are excluded by the

above rule. Conversely, in an area where medical
utilization is low, a smaller proportion of the con-
ditions are seen by a physician and for this rea-

son more of the minor acute conditions involving

no activity restriction are excluded.
While the number of disability days asso-

ciated with acute conditions may be dependent
upon socioeconomic factors which govern the

individual’s likelihood of restricting his activity



or remaining in bed for the day, all days are
tabulated regardless of medical attention. There-
fore, the pattern of the estimated number of dis-

ability days should not be affected by survey pro-
cedures.

RESIDENCE

Residence, which is the term used to differ-

entiate areas of varying population density, is de-

fined for the U. S. National Health Survey as it

was for the 1950 Census of Population. In general,

the urban population includes residents of places

with 2,500 or more inhabitants as well as resi-

dents of cities and their urban fringes. The rural-

farm population includes all rural residents who
say that they live on a farm, and the rural-non

-

farm population includes all of the rest of the pop-

ulation. More precise definitions are given in

Appendix II.

Sex and Age

The distribution of acute conditions by sex
and age and the associated days of disability was
similar in the urban and the rural-nonfarm pop-
ulations (fig. 1). For both of these populations
there was a steady decline in the incidence of

acute conditions with increasing age. The dis-

ability days associated with the conditions also

declined from the high rates which were char-
acteristic of the early years of life, but after

Figure 1. Incidence of acute conditions per lOO

persons per year by residence and age.

middle age the rates again rose. For all males
and for females living in urban areas this rise
in the number of disability days per 100 per-
sons was not enough to bring the rates to the

levels found among children. For females in the
nonfarm population, the rise was more marked
and the rates for disability days associated with
acute conditions were higher in old age than at

any other time. A final point worth noting is that

in childhood, the average boy had more acute
conditions and more days of disability than the
average girl, although throughout the rest of life

the rates for females were higher than those for
males. None of the comments made above apply
to the rural-farm population. Although there
were similarities, there was much wider fluc-

tuation in the rates for this group. Part of the
fluctuation was due to the small population and
the consequent increase in sampling variability,

but even when this is taken into account there
were differences. Perhaps most striking was the
high rate of bed disability among females 15-24
years of age. Since the rate of incidence of acute
conditions for females 15-24 was of approximate-
ly the same magnitude in the three populations,

it is difficult to account for the high rate of disa-
bility in these young women living on farms. For
females aged 65 and over who live on farms, the

disability rates were higher than they were in the

urban or nonfarm populations, but the incidence
of acute conditions was also higher.

For males living on farms, the incidence of

acute conditions was lower and the disability

.rates were higher than they were in the other
two populations. However, when the age specific

rates are examined, it is obvious that the disa-
bility-day rates were lower before 25 years of

age than the corresponding rates in the other
two populations, and that the higher over -all

rates were due to the increased rates of disa-
bility days per 100 males aged 25 and over liv-

ing on farms.

Sex and Condition Group

Tables 1-3 show the data for the incidence of

acute conditions and the associated days of disa-
bility by sex and condition group for each of the

residence areas. Table A is a summary showing
the five major condition groups for both sexes.

The incidence of illness conditions was gen-
erally somewhat higher in the urban and nonfarm
populations while the incidence of injuries was
highest in the farm population. However, except

for infectious and parasitic diseases and digestive

system conditions, the number of days of disabil-

ity associated with acute conditions was as high

or higher for each condition group in the rural

-

farm population a*? it was in the other two groups.

Infectious and parasitic diseases had a some-
what higher incidence in the urban and non-
farm populations than they did in the farm pop-
ulation. The difference was mainly due to the

2



Table A. Incidence of acute conditions and associated days of disability by condition

group and residence: United States, July 1958-June 1959

Condition group

Residence All
acute

conditions

Infectious
and

parasitic
diseases

Respiratory
conditions

Digestive
system

conditions
Injuries Other

Incidence of acute Per 100 persons per year

conditions

Urban 215.6 25.6 127.4 12.3 28.0 22.4

Rural nonfarm 219.4 28.0 127.5 11.7 29.3 22.9

Rural farm 198.5 21.4 112.0 10.4 32.6 22.0

Days of restricted

activity

Urban 815.6 118.2 407.7 37.0 142.0 110.7

Rural nonfarm 888.8 129.2 412.8 41.7 171.5 133.6

Rural farm 883.9 96.5 403.1 31.0 208.7 144.6

Days of bed

disability

Urban 351.8 52.1 191.3 15.8 45.9 46.7

Rural nonfarm 366.4 59.3 188.1 19.4 45.5 54.1

Rural farm 382.8 41.4 190.8 15.6 73.4 61.8

very low rate of the "virus" in the farm popula-
tion. While it is possible that this was a real

difference among the three groups, it is also

possible that what urban persons reported as a

"virus" was reported as a respiratory condition

by persons in other areas.

Acute respiratory conditions had the highest •

incidence and accounted for more disaMUty
than any other acute condition group. Over half

of the acute conditions reported in the year ^ly
1958-June 1959 were respiratory conditions and
these conditions accounted for approximately
half of the disatulity days reported. The incidence

of these conditi^s was somewhat higher in urban
and nonfarm areas than it was in farm areas,
although the nunaber of days of disability per
100 persons was approximately the same in all

three residence areas. In all three areas rates
were higher for females than for males although
the difference was much less marked for the

farm residents than for the other two populations.

Females living in urban areas had higher rates of

disability due to acute respiratory conditions than
females living in either of the rural areas; males
living on farms had more disability due to respir-
atory conditions than males ^ing elsewhere.

The least common acute condition group
was the group affecting the digestive system.

The number of conditions and associated days
reported was so small that the differences were
all within the range of sampling variability.

The incidence of injuries was higher than

the incidence of any illness group except the

respiratory conditions. The incidence of injuries

was particularly high in the rural-farm popula-
tion where there were 32.6 injuries per 100

persons. Actually, the incidence of injuries for
males was about the same in rural-farm and noh^
farm areas; the difference in the rates for the

two rural areas was due to the difference in the

rates among females as there were approximate-
ly? more injuries per 100 women living on farms
than per 100 women in the nonfarm population.

Interestingly enough, the difference in the rates
of days of restricted activity in the two rural
areas was reversed—the females had approxi-
mately the same rates and the males had a high-
er rate in farm than in nonfarm areas. The num-
ber of days of bed disability due to injuries was
higher on farms than it was in rural-nonfarm
ar^as for both males and females.

For females, the genitourinary conditions

and conditions associated with pregnancy are
shown separately. The rates for these conditions

and for their associated days of disability were
highest in the rural-nonfarm population.

3



REGION

Sex and Age
Approximately 367.9 million acute condi-

tions involving either activity restriction or
medical attention occurred during the year July

1958-June 1959. The highest incidence was among
children under the age of 5 and the rate de-
creased progressively in each older age group.

Although this decrease in incidence with in-

creasing age was characteristic of all regions,

it was most noticeable in the West where chil-

dren under 5 averaged approximately 4 times as

many acute conditions during the year as adults

65 years of age and over.

Figure 2. Incidence of acute conditions per 100

persons per year by region and age.

The Western region had the highest incidence
01 acute conditions for every age group except

the oldest (fig. 2). The number of disability days
due to acute conditions was also higher in this

region than in any other.

The lowest rate of incidence of acute con-
ditions was in the South, but the amount of dis-

ability due to acute conditions was in line with

national estimates. Since the disability rates
were high, it is interesting that the incidence of

acute conditions was low. The answer may lie

in the criterion that an acute condition must have
involved either medical attention or activity

restriction. It is possible that in this region many
conditions did not receive medical attention and
therefore were excluded from the statistics un-
less they involved restricted activity.

Sex and Condition Group

Infectious and parasitic diseases had their

highest incidence in the Northeast, largely be-
cause "the virus" was so commonly reported in

that region. If "the virus" is excluded, there is

little regional variation in the incidence of these
diseases (table B).

Respiratory conditions—the largest group
of acute conditions— had their highest incidence
in the West and largely accounted for the high

incidence of all acute conditions in that region.

There were 1.6 respiratory conditions per
person in the West which caused 5.2 days of re-
stricted activity and 2.4 days of bed disability

as compared with the U. S. estimates of 1.3 con-
ditions per person causing 4.1 days of restricted

activity and 1.9 days of bed disability.

Injuries were the second most common acute

condition group in all regions except in the

Northeast. In this region infectious and parasitic

diseases were more common than injuries. The
incidence of injuries and the associated days of

disability per person was somewhat higher in the

West than in the other three regions; however
the relative low incidence of injuries and the

consequent high sampling errors indicate that

the differences among the regions were not sig-

nificant.
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Table B. Incidence of acute conditions and associated days of disability by condition
group and region: United States, July 1958-June 1959

Region

Condition group

All
acute

conditions

Infectious
and

parasitic
diseases

Respiratory
conditions

Digestive
system

conditions
Injuries Other

Incidence of acute Per 100 persons per year
conditions

Northeast 219.0 41.3 122.3 11.6 24.5 19.2
North Central 212.9 14.5 135.5 10.9 30.7 21.3
South 194.5 26.1 102.0 12.7 28.3 25.5
West 253.7 22.7 160.1 12.7 33.7 24.5

Days of restricted

activity

Northeast 869.4 179.0 404.9 32.5 150.2 102,9
North Central 715.4 62.8 398.7 29.7 118.7 105.6
South 858.2 119.7 366.5 48.7 186.1 137.2
West 1,047.5 133.2 524.5 41.0 196.7 151.9

Days of bed

disability

Northeast 358.4 78.5 182.5 12.3 43.9 41.2
North Central 316.1 27.3 187.5 13.3 41.5 46.5
South 365.5 56.9 174.4 22.0 52.2 60.0
West 441.7 55.7 243.0 21.2 66.4 55.3

5
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Table 1. Incidence of acute conditions according to residence by sex and age: United States,
July 1958-June 1959

[oata are based on household interviews of the civilian non i nst i tut i ona I population. The survey design, general quali-
fications of the data, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Ap-
pend i X I l]

Residence

Sex and age
U. S.

total
Urban Rural

nonfarm
Rural
farm

U. S.

total
Urban Rural

nonfarm
Rural
farm

Both sexes

Incidence of acute conditions
in thousands

Conditions per 100 persons
per year

All ages 367,941 221,720 108,013 38,209 214.8 215.6 219.4 198.5

0-4---
5-14-.

69,308
101,319

39,596
57,808

24,635
32,147

5,077
11,364

352.8
295.2

362.9
308.7

364.5
287 .6

256.8
257.2

15-24-
25-44-

43,697
83,765

26,980
51,718

12,051
24,723

4,666
7,325

199.0
184.1

206.3
188.0

197.8
176.3

167.5
184.6

45-64-
65+---

Male

50,006
19,846

33,012
12,607

10,524
3,932

6,471
3,307

142.7
133.9

143.7
131.2

134.1
118.0

153.1
176.1

All ages 170,579 100,193 51,779 18,608 204.6 204.7 211.6 187.2

0-4—-
5-14--

37,238
51,634

21,268
28,890

13,354
17,031

2,616
5,712

372.1
294.8

381.6
304.7

393.3
295.6

252.0
251.2

15-24-
25-44-

16,902
34,722

10,154
20,840

4,642
10,381

2,105
3,501

164.1
159.1

170.8
159.9

160.7
151.6

143.5
180.3

45-64-
65-1--

Female

22,999
7,085

14,557
4,482

4,907
1,464

3,535
1,139

135.5
105.2

134.6
109.5

123.4
91.0

161.5
110.5

All ages 197,362 121,527 56,234 19,601 224.4 225.6 227.2 210.5

0-4—
5-14-.

32,070
49,685

18,327
28,917

11,281
15,116

2,461
5,652

332.7
295.6

343.5
312.7

335.4
279.1

262.1
263.6

15-24-

25-44-

‘26,795

49,044
16,826
30,878

7,409
14,341

2,561
3,824

230.0
207.1

236.0
213.3

231.4
199.8

194.2
188.7'

45-64-
65+--

27,007
12,761

18,455
8,124

5,617
2,469

2,936
2,168

149.4
157.8

151.7
147.2

145.0
143.2

144.1
256.3

Excluded from .these statistics are all conditions involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention.
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Table 2. Days of restricted activity associated with acute conditions according to residence
by sex and age: United States, July 1958-June 1959

[oata are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutional popuiatlon. The survey design, general quali-

fications of the data, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given In Ap-

pend! X I l]

Residence

Sex and age
U. S.

total
Urban Rural

nonfarm
Rural
farm

U. S.

total
Urban Rural

nonfarm
Rural
farm

Both sexes

Days of restricted activity
in thousands

Days per 100 persons
per year

All ages 1,446,313 838,555 437,584 170,174 844.3 815.6 888.8 883.9

0-4
5-14

197,576
366,601

114,714
208,693

68,379
117,137

14,482
40,771

1,005.7
1,068.1

1,051.5
1,114.3

1,011.8
1,048.0

732.5
922.6

15-24
25-44

159,416
306,156

85,160
179,808

52,080
97,079

22,176
29,269

726.2
672.8

651.2
653.6

855.0
692.3

796.3
737.4

45-64
65+---.

264,589
151,975

164,261
85,919

61,371
41,536

38,957
24,519

754.8
1,025.4

714.8
894.0

781.8
1,246.2

921.8
1,305.6

Male

All ages 622,572 352,337 188,542 81,694 746.8 719.9 770.3 821.8

0-4
5-14

106,301
185,177

61,219
101,739

36,979
63,534

8,104
19,903

1,062.3
1,057.2

1,098.3
1,073.2

1,089.2
1,102.6

780.7
875.2

15-24
25-44

52,575
107,425

28,983
62,798

17,009
31,067

6,583
13,561

510.3
492.2

487.4
481.8

588.8
453.8

448.7
698.3

45-64
65+

113,604
57,491

67,846
29,752

23,622
16,331

22,135
11,407

669.1
853.9

627.4
727.1

594.3
1,015.0

1,011.2
1,106.4

Female

All ages 823,741 486,218 249,042 88,481 936.7 902.5 1,006.0 950.1

0-4
5-14 -

91,275
181,424

53,495
106,954

31,401
53,603

6,379
20,867

946.9
1,079.5

1.002.5
1.156.6

933.7
989.7

679.3
973.3

15-24
25-44

106,841
198,732

56,177
117,010

35,071
66,013

15,593
15,709

917.0
839.3

787.9
808.4

1,095.3
919.8

1,182.2
775.0

45-64
65+

150,986
94,484

96,415
56,167

37,749
25,205

16,822
13,112

835.2
1,168.2

792.6
1,017.9

974.2
1,462.0

825.4
1,549.9
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Table 3. Days of bed disability associated with acute conditions according to residence by sex
and age: United States, July 1958-June 1959

[oata are based on household interviews of the civilian non i nst i tut i ona
I
population. The survey design, general quali-

fications of the data, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix i. Definitions of terms are given in Ap-

pend i X I l]

Residence

Sex arid age U. S.

total
Urban Rural

nonfarm
Rural
farm

U. S.

total
Urban Rural

nonfarm
Rural
farm

Days of bed disability Days per 100 persons
in thousands per year

Both sexes

All ages 615,847 361,749 180,395 73,704 359.5 351.8 366.4 382.8

0-4 83,218 45,309 30,686 7,223 423.6 415.3 454.1 365.4
5-14 160,816 91,928 50,692 18,195 468.5 490.9 453.5 411.7

15-24 71,288 39,241 20,541 11,506 324.7 300.1 337.2 413.1
25-44 132,589 77,499 41,329 13,762 291.4 281.7 294.7 346.7

45-64 106,902 69,749 23,134 14,019 305.0 303.5 294.7 331.7
65+ 61,035 38,023 14,013 8,999 411.8 395.6 420.4 479.2

Male

All ages 266,528 152,746 80,391 33,391 319.7 312.1 328.4 335.9

0-4 43,978 23,607 16,252 4,119 439.5 423.5 478.7 396.8
5-14 78,175 42,592 27,234 8,348 446.3 449.3 472.6 367.1

15-24 23,006 12,436 7,753 2,818 223.3 209.1 268.4 192.1
25-44 50 , 249 28,194 15,059 6,996 230.2 216.3 220.0 360.2

45-64 49,146 31,623 9,545 7,978 289.5 292.4 240.1 364.5
65+ 21,975 14,294 4,548 3,133 326.4 349.3 282.7 303.9

Female

All ages 349,319 209,003 100,004 40,313 397.2 388.0 404.0 432.9

0-4 — 39 , 240 21,702 14,434 3,104 407.1 406.7 429.2 330.6
5-14 82,641 49,336 23,458 9,847 491.7 533.5 433.1 459.3

15-24 48,282 26,805 12,788 8,689 414.4 375.9 399.4 658.8
25-44 82,340 49,305 26,269 6,766 347.7 340.6 366.0 333.8

45-64 57,756 38,126 13,589 6,041 319.5
.

313.4 350.7 296.4
65+ 39,060 23,729 9,465 5,866 482.9 430.0 549.0 693.4
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Table 4. Incidence of acute conditions according to residence by sex and condition group; United
States, July 1958-June 1959

[beta are based on household interviews of the civilian

tions of the data, and tables of sampling errors are

non i nst i tut i onal population. The survey design, general quallfica-
given in Appendix I. Onfinitions of terms are given In Appendix I ij

Residence

Sex and condition group U. S.

total
Urban

Rural
non-
farm

Rural
farm

U. S.

total
Urban

Rural
non-
farm

Rural
farm

Both sexes

Incidenee of ac
in tho

ute condi
usands

tions Conditions p
per

er 100
year

persons

All acute conditions 36/ ,941 221,720 108,013 38,209 214.8 215.6 219.4 198.5

Infectious and parasitic diseases 44,240 26,343 13,780 4,118 25.8 25.6 28.0 21.4
The "virus" (NOS)
Other infectious and parasitic

20,381 14,036 5,779 566 11.9 13.7 11.7 2.9

diseases 23,858 12,307 8,000 3,552 13.9 12.0 16 -.2 18.4
Respiratory conditions 215,347 131,019 62,761 21,567 125.7 127.4 127.5 112.0

Common cold 115,292 73,901 30,710 10,681 67.3 71.9 62.4 55.5
Other upper respiratory 27,089 16,559 8,435 2,096 15.8 16.1 17.1 10.9
All other respiratory 72,966 40,559 23,616 8,791 42.6 39.4 48.0 45.7

Digestive system conditions 20,362 12,597 5,761 2,004 11.9 12.3 11.7 10.4
Injuries
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

49,468 28,765 14,418 6,285 28.9 28.0 29.3 32.6

and strains
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

14,177 8,585 3,944 1,648 8.3 8.3 8.0 8.6

sions, and superficial Injuries 23,424 13,587 7,069 2,769 13.7 13.2 14.4 14.4
Other injuries 11,867 6,594 3,405 1,868 6.9 6.4 6.9 9.7

Other conditions

Male

38,524 22,996 11,293 4,235 22.5 22.4 22.9 22.0

All acute conditions 170,579 100,193 51,779 18,608 204.6 204.7 211.6 187.2

Infectious and parasitic diseases 22,407 13,284 6,997 2,127 26.9 27.1 28.6 21.4
The "virus" (NOS)
Other infectious and parasitic

9,720 6,587 2,933 199 11.7 13.5 12.0 2.0

diseases 12,687 6,696 4,063 1,928 15.2 13.7 16.6 19.4
Respiratory conditions 95,796 56,558 28,900 10,338 114.9 115.6 118.1 104.0

Common cold 51,911 32,768 14,104 5,038 62.3 67.0 57.6 50.7
Other upper respiratory 11,106 6,467 3,836 803 13.3 13.2 15.7 8.1

All other respiratory 32,780 17,323 10,960 4,497 39.3 35.4 44.8 45.2
Digestive system conditions 9,005 5,442 2,640 923 10.8 11.1 10.8 9.3
Injuries
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

28,917 16,150 9,109 3,658 34.7 33.0 37.2 36.8

and strains
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

7,921 4,521 2,345 1,055 9.5 9.2 9.6 10.6

sions, and superficial injuries 14,105 7,997 4,451 1,657 16.9 16.3 18.2 16.7

Other injuries 6,891 3,633 2,312 946 8.3 7.4 9.4 9.5

Other conditions

Female

14,454 8,758 4,134 1,562 17.3 17.9 16.9 15.7

All acute conditions 197,362 121,527 56,234 19,601 224.4 225.6 227.2 210.5

Infectious and parasitic diseases 21,833 13,059 6,783 1,991 24.8 24.2 27.4 21.4

The "virus" (NOS)
Other infectious and parasitic

10,661 7,449 2,846 367 12.1 13.8 11.5 3.9

diseases 11,171 5,610 3,937 1,624 12.7 10.4 15.9 17.4

Respiratory conditions 119,551 74,461 33,861 11,229 135.9 138.2 136.8 120.6

Common cold 63,382 41,133 16,606 5,642 72.1 76.4 67.1 60.6

Other upper respiratory 15,983 10,091 4,599 1,293 18.2 18.7 18.6 13.9

All other respiratory 40,186 23,236 12,656 4,294 45.7 43.1 51.1 46.1

Digestive system conditions 11,357 7,155 3,121 1,081 12.9 13.3 12.6 11.6

Injuries
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

20,551 12,614 5,310 2,627 23.4 23.4 21.4 28.2

and strains
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

6,256 4,064 1,599 593 7.1 7.5 6.5 6.4

sions, and superficial injuries 9,319 5,590 2,618 1,112 10.6 10.4 10.6 11.9

Other injuries 4,976 2,961 1,093 922 5.7 5.5 4.4 9.9

Other conditions 24,070 14,238 7,159 2,673 27.4 26.4 28.9 28.7

Excluded from these statistics are all conditions involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention.
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Table 5. Days of restricted activity associated with acute conditions according to residence by sex and
condition group: United States, July 1958-June 1959

Data are based on household interviews of the civilian non i nst i tut i ona
I
population. The survey design, general qualifications

of the data, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix I

l]

Residence

Sex and condition group U. S.

total Urban
Rural
non-
farm

Rural
farm

U. S.

total Urban
Rural
non-
farm

Rural
farm

Both sexes

Days of restri
in tho

cted acti
usands

-vity Days per
per

100 perse
year

ns

All acute conditions 1,446,313 838,555 437,584 170,174 844.3 815.6 888.8 883.9

Infectious and parasitic diseases 203,719 121,541 63,605 18,572 118.9 118.2 129.2 96.5
The "virus" (NOS) -

Other infectious and parasitic
67,707 47,818 18,133 1,756 39.5 46.5 36.8 9.1

diseases 136,012 73,723 45,473 16,816 79.4 71.7 92.4 87.3
Respiratory conditions 700,072 419,218 203,253 77,601 408.7 407.7 412.8 403.1

Common cold 304,525 190,895 84,172 29,458 177.8 185.7 171.0 153.0
Other upper respiratory 89,198 52,171 27,433 9,593 52.1 50.7 55.7 49.8
All other respiratory 306,349 176,152 91,648 38,550 178.8 171.3 186.2 200.2

Digestive system conditions 64,566 38,061 20,527 5,978 37.7 37.0 41.7 31.0
Injuries
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

270,562 145,954 84,418 40 , 190 157.9 142.0 171.5 208.7

and strains
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

142,651 80,095 43,518 19,038 83.3 77.9 88.4 98.9

sions, and superficial injuries- 87,716 45,605 28,951 13,160 51.2 44.4 58.8 68.4
Other injuries 40,195 20 , 254 11,949 7,992 23.5 19.7 24.3 41.5

Other conditions

Male

207,395 113,780 65,781 27,834 121.1 110.7 133.6 144.6

All acute conditions 622,572 352,337 188,542 81,694 746.8 719.9 770.3 821.8

Infectious and parasitic diseases 104,235 61,149 33,983 9,103 125.0 124.9 138.8 91.6
The "virus" (NOS)
Other infectious and parasitic

30,335 20,834 8,888 613 36.4 42.6 36.3 6.2

diseases 73,900 40,315 25,095 8,490 88.7 82.4 102.5 85.4
Respiratory conditions 292,033 165,507 88,114 38,413 350.3 338.2 360.0 386.4

Common cold 129,142 76,268 38,240 14,634 154.9 155.8 156.2 147.2
Other upper respiratory 34,003 19,955 11,083 2,965 40.8 40.8 45.3 29.8
All other respiratory 128,888 69,284 38,791 20,813 154.6 141.6 158.5 209.4

Digestive system conditions 25,442 13,984 8,863 2,594 30.5 28.6 36.2 26.1
Injuries
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

135,099 74,782 37,973 22,344 162.1 152.8 155.1 224.8

and strains
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

73,393 42,794 19,155 11,444 88.0 87.4 78.3 115.1

sions, and superficial injuries- 41,471 22,361 13,177 5,934 49.7 45.7 53.8 59.7
Other injuries- 20,234 9,627 5,641 4,966 24.3 19.7 23.0 50.0

Other conditions

Female

65,763 36,914 19,609 9,240 78.9 75.4 80.1 92.9

All acute conditions 823,741 486,218 249,042 88,481 936.7 902.5 1,006.0 950.1

Infectious and parasitic diseases 99,484 60,393 29,622 9,470 113.1 112.1 119.7 101.7
The "virus" (NOS)
Other infectious and parasitic

37,372 26,984 9,245 1,143 42.5 50.1 37 .3 12.3

diseases 62,113 33,409 20,378 8,326 70.6 62.0 82.3 89.4
Respiratory conditions 408,038 253,712 115,139 39,188 464.0 471.0 465.1 420.8

Common cold 175,383 114,627 45,932 14,823 199.4 212.8 185.5 159.2
Other upper respiratory 55,194 32,216 16,350 6,628 62.8 59.8 66.0 71.2
All other respiratory 177,461 106,868 52,857 17,736 201.8 198.4 213.5 190.4

Digestive system conditions 39,124 24,077 11,664 3,384 44.5 44.7 47.1 36.3
Injuries
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

135,463 71,171 46,446 17,845 154.0 132.1 187.6 191.6

and strains
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

69,257 37,301 24,363 7,593 78.8 69.2 98.4 81.5

sions, and superficial injuries- 46,245 23,244 15,775 7,226 52.6 43.1 63.7 77.6
Other injuries 19,960 10,627 6,308 3,026 22.7 19.7 25.5 32.5

Other conditions 141,631 76,866 46,172 18,594 161.1 142.7 186.5 199.7



Table 6. Days of bed disability associated with acute conditions according to residence by sex and
condition group: United States, July 1958-June 1959

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian non i nst I tut i ona
I
population. The survey design, general qualifica-

tions of the data, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix | l]

Residence

Sex and condition group
U. S.

total Urban
Rural
non-
farm

Rural
farm

U. S.

total Urban
Rural
non-
farm

Rural
farm

Days of bed disability Days per 100 persons

Both sexes

All acute conditions 615,847

in tho

361,749

u sands

180,395 73,704 359.5

per y

351.8

ear

366.4 382.8

Infectious and parasitic diseases 90,770 53,605 29,201 7,965 53.0 52.1 59.3 41.4
The "virus" (NOS) 34,642 23,609 10,062 970 20.2 23.0 20.4 5.0
Other infectious and parasitic

diseases 56,129 29,996 19,138 6,995 32.8 29.2 38.9 36.3
Respiratory conditions 326,024 196,692 92,602 36,731 190.3 191.3 188.1 190.8

Common cold 113,388 71,502 30,439 11,447 66.2 69.5 61.8 59.5
Other upper respiratory 42,721 26,488 12,447 3,787 24.9 25.8 25.3 19.7
All other respiratory 169,915 98,702 49,716 21,497 99.2 96.0 101.0 111.7

Digestive system conditions 28,787 16,228 9,563 2,996 16.8 15.8 19.4 15.6
Injuries 83,762 47 , 240 22,398 14,124 48.9 45.9 45.5 73.4
Fractures, dislocations, sprains,

and strains 45,903 26,919 11,912 7,072 26.8 26.2 24.2 36.7
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

sions, and superficial injuries 25,515 13,900 6,644 4,970 14.9 13.5 13.5 25.8
Other injuries 12,345 6,421 3,843 2,081 7.2 6.2 7.8 10.8

Other conditions 86,504 47,985 26,631 11,889 50.5 46.7 54.1 61.8

Male

All acute conditions 266,528 152,746 80,391 33,391 319.7 312.1 328.4 335.9

Infectious and parasitic diseases 46,804 26,772 16,041 3,991 56.1 54.7 65.5 40.1
The "virus" (NOS) 15,863 10,551 4,961 352 19.0 21.6 20.3 3.5
Other infectious and parasitic

diseases 30,941 16,221 11,080 3,640 37.1 33.1 45.3 36.6
Respiratory conditions 138,068 78,971 40,977 18,120 165.6 161.4 167.4 182.3

Common cold 48,349 29,501 13,402 5,447 58.0 60.3 54.8 54.8
Other upper respiratory 17,409 9,693 6,129 1,587 20.9 19.8 25.0 16.0

All other respiratory 72,309 39,777 21,446 11,086 86.7 81.3 87.6 111.5
Digestive system conditions 10,153 6,059 3,390 704 12.2 12.4 13.9 7.1

Injuries 43,714 25,558 11,359 6,797 52.4 52.2 46.4 68.4
Fractures, dislocations, sprains,

and strains 25,273 15,734 5,449 4,091 30.3 32.1 22.3 41.2
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

sions, and superficial injuries 11,664 6,562 3,388 1,714 14.0 13.4 13.8 17.2

Other injuries 6,776 3,262 2,522 993 8.1 6.7 10.3 10.0

Other conditions 27,790 15,386 8,624 3,779 33.3 31.4 35.2 38.0

Female

All acute conditions 349,319 209,003 100,004 40,313 397.2 388.0 404.0 432.9

Infectious and parasitic diseases 43,967 26,833 13,160 3,974 50.0 49.8 53.2 42.7

The "virus" (NOS) 18,779 13,059 5,102 619 21.4 24.2 20.6 6.6

Other infectious and parasitic
diseases 25,188 13,774 8,058 3,355 28.6 25.6 32.5 36.0

Respiratory conditions 187,956 117,721 51,625 18,611 213.7 218.5 208.5 199.8

Common cold 65,039 42,001 17,038 6,000 74.0 78.0 68.8 64.4

Other upper respiratory 25,312 16,795 6,318 2,200 28.8 31.2 25.5 23.6

All other respiratory 97,605 58,925 28,270 10,411 111.0 109.4 114.2 111.8

Digestive system conditions 18,634 10,169 6,173 2,292 21.2 18.9 24.9 24.6

Injuries 40,048 21,681 11,040 7,327 45.5 40.2 44.6 78.7

Fractures, dislocations, sprains,
and strains 20,629 11,185 6,463 2,981 23.5 20.8 26.1 32.0

Open wounds, lacerations, contu-
sions, and superficial injuries 13,850 7,338 3,256 3,257 15.7 13.6 13.2 35.0

Other injuries 5,568 3,159 1,321 1,089 6.3 5.9 5.3 11.7

Other conditions 58,714 32,598 18,007 8,109 66.8 60.5 72.7 87.1
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Table 7. Incidence of acute conditions according to region by sex and age: United States, July 1958-June 1959

^Data are based on household interviews of the civilian non i nst i tut i ona

I

the data, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix
population. The survey design, general qualifications of

. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix !

Region

Sex and age
U. S.

total
North-
east

North
Central

South West U. S.

total
North-
east

North
Central

South West

Both sexes
Incidence of acute conditions in thousands Conditions per 100 persons per year

All ages 367,941 93,359 112,176 99,876 62,530 214,8 219,0 212,9 194,5 253.7

0-4
5-14

69,308
101,319

15,704
26,458

21,487
30,858

19,295
26,117

12,821
17,886

352,8
295,2

365,2
335,8

333,5
•

292,0
323,7
244,1

435.6
345.2

15-24
25-44

43,697
83,765

10,770
22,405

12,197
26,120

13,689
20,552

7,041
14,688

199.0
184.1

211,1
192,2

184,6
184,8

187,8
157,6

238.5
220.2

45-64
65+-

50,006
19,846

12,615
5,407

15,516
5,999

14,017
6,205

7,859
2,235

142,7
133,9

131,1
132,7

149,1
132,8

137.2
150.2

163.4
106.6

Male

All ages 170,579 42,736 51,900 46,108 29,835 204,6 206,5 199,3 186,9 249.6

0-4
5-14

37,238
51,634

8,501
13,240

11,494
16,105

10,949
13,123

6,294
9,165

372,1
294,8

381,2
334,1

350.7
295.8

364,8
240,7

419.9
344.8

15-24 ---

25-44
16,902
34,722

4,359
8,782

4,255
10,635

5,500
8,241

2,787
7,063

164.1
159.1

176.5
157.6

140,1
151,5

158,4
135,3

210.7
224.8

45-64
65f

22,999
7,085

5,738
2,115

7,162
2,250

6,527
1,768

3,573
952

135,5
105,2

123.6
116.6

139,3
106,1

135,2
96,5

151.1
98.6

Female

All ages 197,362 50,623 60,276 53,767 32,695 224,4 230,7 226,3 201,6 257.5

0-4
5-14

32,070
49,685

7,203
13,218

9,993
14,753

8,346
12,994

6,527
8,722

332,7
295,6

348,0
337,6

315,7
288,0

282,1
247,7

452.0
345.7

15-24
25-44

26,795
49,044

6,411
13,622

7,942
15,485

8,189
12,312

4,253
7,625

230.0
207.1

243,6
223,8

222,3
217,7

214,4
177.2

261.2
216.2

45-64
65f

27,007
12,761

6,877
3,292

8,354
3,749

7,490
4,437

4,286
1,283

149,4
157,8

138,2
145,7

158,7
156,3

138.9
193,0

175.4
113.5

Excluded from these statistics are all conditions involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention.
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Table 8. Days of restricted activity associated with acute conditions according to region by sex and age;
United States, July 1958-June 1959

[pata are Based on household interviews of the civiiian non i nst i tut iona
I population. The survey design, general qualifications of

the data, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix llj

Region

Sex and age
U. S.

total
North-
east

North
Central

South West
U. S.

total
North-
east

North
Central

South West

Both sexes
Days of restricted activity in thousands Days per 100 persons per year

All ages 1,446,313 370,631 376,878 440,604 258,200 844.3 869.4 715.4 858.2 1,047.5

0-4
5-14

197,576
366,601

55,338
98,805

47,797
98,197

53,108
98,998

41,332
70,601

1,005.7
1,068.1

1,286.9
1,254.2

742.0
929.4

890.9
925.4

1,404.4
1,362.7

15-24
25-44

159,416
306,156

38,880
78,567

33,959
80,987

62,441
87,819

24,136
58,783

726.2
672.8

762.2
673.8

513.8
573.0

856.4
673.5

817.6
881.4

45-64
65+

264,589
151,975

62,798
36,243

70,057
45,880

85,614
52,624

46,120
17,228

754.8
1,025.4

652.9
889.6

673.2
1,015.3

837.7
1,273.6

959.0
821.9

Male

All ages 622,572 160,700 158,302 190,980 112,591 746.8 776.6 607.9 774.1 941.9

0-4 -

5-14
106,301
185,177

28,421
49,370

23,398
50,284

31,024
51,229

23,459
34,295

1,062.3
1,057.2

1,274.5
1,245.8

714.0
923.7

1,033.8
939.6

1,565.0
1,290.3

15-24 —
25-44

52,575
107,425

12,007
29,899

11,804
27,975

20,454
29,092

8,310
20,459

510.3
492.2

486.3
536.5

388.5
398.5

589.1
477.8

628.1
651.1

45-64
65+ - —

113,604
57,491

26,993
14,011

28,235
16,605

38,512
20,669

19,863
6,205

669.1
853.9

581.2
772.4

549.1
783.3

798.0
1,128.2

839.9
642.3

Female

All ages 823,741 209,931 218,576 249,625 145,609 936.7 956.9 820.6 936.0 1,146.9

0-4
5-14

91,275
181,424

26,917
49,435

24,399
47,914

22,085
47,769

17,873
36,307

946.9
1,079.5

1,300.3
1,262.7

770.9
935.3

746.4
910.6

1,237.7
1,439.0

15-24 -

25-44
106,841
198,732

26,873
48,668

22,155
53,012

41,987
58,728

15,825
38,325

917.0
839.3

1,021.0
799.7

620.2
745.2

1,099.4
845.0

972.1
1,086.6

45-64 -

65+-

150,986

94,484

35,805

22,232

41,822

29,275

47,102

31,954

26 , 256

11,023

835.2

1,168.2

719.7

983.7

794.5

1,220.8

873.2

1,389.9

1,074.3

975.5
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Table 9. Days of bed disability associated with acute conditions according to region by sex and age; United
States, July 1958-June 1959

j^Oata are based on household interviews of the civilian non i nst i tut i ona
I
population. The survey design, general qualifications

data, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix ). Definitions of terms are given in Appendix I

ij

of the

Region

Sex and age
U. S.

total
North-
east

North
Central

South West U. S.

total
North-
east

North
Central

South West

Both sexes
Days of bed disability in thousands Days per 100 persons per year

All ages 615,847 152,811 166,526 187,633 108,878 359.5 358.4 316.1 365.5 441.7

0-4
5-14

83,218
160,816

20,221
41,958

24,258
43,016

21,281
44,311

17,457
31,531

423.6
468.5

470.3
532.6

376.6
407.1

357.0
414.2

593.2
608.6

15-24
25-44

71,288
132,589

19,710
34,890

15,967
36,486

24,604
37,715

11,007
23,499

324.7
291.4

386.4
299.2

241.6
258.1

337.5
289.2

372.9
352.4

45-64
6 54-

106,902
61,035

21,505
14,527

27,781
19,018

38,553
21,169

19,063
6,322

305.0
411.8

223.6
356.6

266.9
420.8

377.2
512.3

396.4
301.6

Male

All ages 266,528 61,941 69,555 86,432 48,600 319.7 299.3 267.1 350.3 406.6

0-4-

5-14
43,978
78,175

10,848
18,502

12,355
21,000

11,990
23,369

8,785
15,304

439.5
446.3

486.5
466.9

377.0
385.7

399.5
428.6

586.1
575.8

15-24-
25-44

23,006
50,249

6,299
12,081

4,639
13,433

7,993
14,900

4,075
9,835

223.3
230.2

255.1
216.8

152.7
191.4

230.2
244.7

308.0
313.0

45-64-
65+

49,146
21,975

10,030
4,180

10,483
7,645

19,954
8,225

8,678
1,924

289.5
326.4

216.0
230.4

203.9
360.6

413.5
449.0

366.9
199.2

Female

All ages 349,319 90,870 96,970 101,201 60,278 397.2 414.2 364.1 379.5 474.8

0-4 -

5-14
39,240
82,641

9,374
23,456

11,903
22,016

9,291
20,942

8,672
16,228

407.1
491.7

452.9
599.1

376.1
429.7

314.0
399.2

600.6
643.2

15-24
25-44

48,282
82,340

13,410
22,809

11,328
23,053

16,611
22,815

6,932
13,664

414.4
347.7

509.5
374.8

317.1
324.1

435.0
328.3

425.8
387.4

45-64
654-

57,756
39,060

11,475
10,346

17,299
11,373

13,599
12,943

10,384
4,398

319.5
482.9

230.7
457.8

328.6
474.3

344.8
563.0

424.9
389.2
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Table 10. Incidence of acute conditions according to region by sex and condition group; United States, July 1938-
June 1959

[Data are Dased on household ihterviews of the civiliah non i hst i tut i onat population. The survey design, general qualifications of the data,
and taples of sampling errors are given in Appendix 1, Definitions of terms are given In Appendix 1 1]

Region

Sex and condition group
U. S.

total
North-
east

North
Central

South West U. S.

total
North-
east

North
Central

South West

Incidence of acute conditions Conditions per 100 persons
in thousands per year

Both sexes

All acute conditions 367,941 93,359 112,176 99,876 62,530 214.8 219.0 212.9 194.5 253.7

Infectious and parasitic diseases 44,240 17,617 7,632 13,401 5,591 25.8 41.3 14.5 26.1 22.7
The "virus" (NOS) 20,381 11,565 1,788 6,195 833 11.9 27.1 3.4 12.1 3.4
Other infectious and parasitic

diseases 23,858 6,052 5,844 7,205 4,758 13.9 14.2 11.1 14.0 19.3
Respiratory conditions 215,347 52,131 71,400 52,360 39,457 125.7 122.3 135.5 102.0 160.1
Common cold 115,292 32,683 33,286 31,245 18,078 67.3 76.7 63.2 60.9 73.3
Other upper respiratory 27,089 8,849 7,414 6,698 4,128 15.8 20.8 14.1 13.0 16.7
All other respiratory 72,966 10 , 600 30,699 14,416 17,250 42.6 24.9 58.3 28.1 70.0

Digestive system conditions 20,362 4,965 5,737 6,525 3,135 11.9 11.6 10.9 12.7 12.7
Injuries 49,468 10,455 16,193 14,512 8,309 28.9 24.5 30.7 28.3 33.7
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

and strains 14,177 3,218 4,479 3,812 2,668 8.3 7.5 8.5 7.4 10.8
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

slons, and superficial injuries- 23,424 4,863 7,630 7,147 3,785 13.7 11.4 14.5 13.9 15.4
Other Injuries 11,867 2,374 4,084 3,553 1,856 6.9 5.6 7.8 6.9 7.5

Other conditions 38,524 8,192 11,215 13,079 6,039 22.5 19.2 21.3 25.5 24.5

Male

All acute conditions 170,579 42,736 51,900 46,108 29,835 204.6 206.5 199.3 186.9 249.6

Infectious and parasitic diseases 22,407 8,533 3,764 7,009 3,101 26.9 41.2 14.5 28.4 25.9
The "virus" (NOS) 9,720 5,484 889 3,034 313 11.7 26.5 3.4 12.3 2.6
Other infectious and parasitic

diseases 12,687 3,049 2,875 3,975 2,788 15.2 14.7 11.0 16.1 23.3
Respiratory conditions 95,796 22,845 31,401 23,410 18,140 114.9 110.4 120.6 94.9 151.8

Common cold 51,911 14,251 15,064 13,956 8,640 62.3 68.9 57.8 56.6 72.3
Other upper respiratory 11,106 3,718 2,877 2,674 1,837 13.3 18.0 11.0 10.8 15.4
All other respiratory 32,780 4,877 13,460 6,780 7,664 39.3 23.6 51.7 27.5 64.1

Digestive system conditions 9,005 2,454 2,550 2,915 1,086 10.8 11.9 9.8 11.8 9.1
Injuries 28,917 5,609 10,166 8,276 4,866 34.7 27.1 39.0 33.5 40.7
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

and strains 7,921 1,654 2,845 1,934 1,489 9.5 8.0 10.9 7.8 12.5
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

sions, and superficial injuries- 14,105 2,874 4,687 4,264 2,280 16.9 13.9 18.0 17.3 19.1
Other Injuries 6,891 1,081 2,634 2,078 1,098 8.3 5.2 10.1 8.4 9.2

Other conditions 14,454 3,294 4,019 4,498 2,642 17.3 15.9 15.4 18.2 22.1

Female

All acute conditions 197,362 50,623 60,276 53,767 32,695 224.4 230.7 226.3 201.6 257.5

Infectious and parasitic diseases 21,833 9,083 3,867 6,392 2,490 24.8 41.4 14.5 24.0 19.6
The "virus" (NOS) 10,661 6,081 899 3,161 520 12.1 27.7 3.4 11.9 4.1
Other Infectious and parasitic

diseases 11,171 3,003 2,968 3,230 1,970 12.7 13.7 11.1 12.1 15.5
Respiratory conditions 119,551 29,286 39,999 28,950 21,317 135.9 133.5 150.2 108.6 167.9

Common cold 63,382 18,432 18,222 17,289 9,438 72.1 84.0 68.4 64.8 74.3
other upper respiratory 15,983 5,131 4,537 4,024 2,292 18.2 23.4 17.0 15.1 18.1

All other respiratory 40 , 186 5,724 17,239 7,637 9,587 45.7 26.1 64.7 28.6 75.5
Digestive system conditions 11,357 2,511 3,188 3,610 2,048 12.9 11.4 12.0 13.5 16.1
Injuries 20,551 4,846 6,027 6,235 3,443 23.4 22.1 22.6 23.4 27.1
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

and strains 6,256 1,564 1,634 1,878 1,180 7.1 7.1 6.1 7.0 9.3

Open wounds, lacerations, contu-
sions, and superficial injuries- 9,319 1,989 2,943 2,882 1,505 10.6 9.1 11.0 10.8 11.9

Other injuries 4,976 1,293 1,450 1,475 758 5.7 5.9 5.4 5.5 6.0

Other conditions 24,070 4,897 7,196 8,580 3,397 27.4 22.3 27.0 32.2 26.8

Excluded from these statistics are all conditions involving neither restricted activity nor medical attention.
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Table 11. Days of restricted activity associated with acute conditions according to region by sex and condition group:
United States, July 1958-June 1959

[Data are based on household interviews of the civiiian non i nst i t u 1 1 ona I population. The survey design, general qualifications of the data, and ^aclo--

of sampling errors are given in Appendix 1 . Definitions of terms ore given In Appendix I l]

Region

Sex and condition group U. S.

total
North-
east

North
Central

South West U. S.

total
North-
east

North
Central

South West

Days of restricted activity Days per 100 persons
in thousands per year

Both sexes

All acute conditions 1,446,313 370,631 376,878 440 , 604 258,200 844.3 869.4 715.4 858.2 1,047.5

Infectious and parasitic diseases 203,719 76,296 33,106 61,475 32,843 118.9 179.0 62.8 119.7 133.2
The "virus" (NOS) 67,707 38,285 4,818 19,973 4,632 39.5 89.8 9.1 38.9 18.8
Other infectious and parasitic

diseases------------------------ 136,012 38,011 28,288 41,503 28,211 79.4 89.2 53.7 80.8 114.4
Respiratory conditions 700,072 172,604 210,008 188,164 129,296 408.7 404.9 398.7 366.5 524.5
Common cold---- 304,525 87,665 83,628 84,997 48,234 177.8 205.6 158.8 165.6 195.7
other upper respiratory 89,198 31,734 21,612 23,723 12,130 52.1 74.4 41.0 46.2 49.2
All other respiratory 306,349 53,205 104,768 79,444 68,932 178.8 124.8 198.9 154.7 279.6

Digestive system conditions 64 , 566 13,837 15,622 24,990 10,117 37.7 32.5 29.7 48.7 41.0
Injuries 270,562 64,012 62,527 95,529 48,493 157.9 150.2 118.7 186.1 196.7
Fractures, dislocations, sprains,

and strains 142,651 34,600 34,339 44,835 28,876 83.3 81.2 65.2 87.3 117.1
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

sions, and superficial injuries- 87,716 19,846 18,979 37,256 11,635 51.2 46.6 36.0 72.6 47.2
other injuries 40,195 9,566 9,209 13,438 7,982 23.5 22.4 17.5 26.2 32.4

Other conditions 207,395 43,883 55,614 70,446 37,451 121.1 102.9 105.6 137.2 151.9

Male

All acute conditions 622,572 160,700 158,302 190,980 112,591 746.8 776.6 607 .9 774.1 941.9

Infectious and parasitic diseases 104,235 34,806 18,290 32,353 18,785 125.0 168.2 70.2 131.1 157.2
The "virus" (NOS) 30,335 17,073 1,891 8,799 2,573 36.4 82.5 7.3 35.7 21.5
Other infectious and parasitic

diseases 73,900 17,733 16,399 23,555 16,212 88.7 85.7 63.0 95.5 135.6
Respiratory conditions--- 292,033 71,301 81,759 86,552 52,422 350 .3 344.6 314.0 350.8 438.6

Common cold----------------------- 129,142 35,987 34,209 38,143 20,803 154.9 173.9 131.4 154.6 174.0
Other upper respiratory 34,003 12,202 7,527 9,264 5,010 40.8 59.0 28.9 37.5 41.9
All other respiratory 128,888 23,111 40,023 39,145 26,609 154.6 111.7 153.7 158.7 222.6

Digestive system conditions----- 25,442 5,721 7,439 9,196 3,086 30.5 27.6 28.6 37.3 25.8
Injuries 135,099 33,638 32,236 43,434 25,791 162.1 162.6 123.8 176.0 215.8
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

and strains 73,393 19,328 16,246 23,311 14,508 88.0 93.4 62.4 94.5 121.4
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

sions, and superficial injuries- 41,471 8,861 10,664 15,866 6,081 49.7 42.8 40.9 64.3 50.9

Other injuries 20 , 234 5,449 5,326 4,257 5,203 24.3 26.3 20.5 17.3 43.5
Other conditions 65,763 15,235 18,578 19,444 12,506 78.9 73.6 71.3 78.8 104.6

Female

All acute conditions 823,741 209,931 218,576 249,625 145,609 936.7 956.9 820.6 936.0 1,146.9

Infectious and parasitic diseases--- 99,484 41,490 14,815 29,122 14,058 113.1 189.1 55.6 109.2 110.7

The "virus" (NOS) 37,372 21,212 2,926 11,174 2,059 42.5 96.7 11.0 41.9 16.2

Other infectious and parasitic
diseases 62,113 20,277 11,889 17,948 11,998 70.6 92.4 44 ,

6

67.3 94.5

Respiratory conditions--- 408,038 101,303 128,249 101,612 76,874 464.0 461.7 481.5 381.0 605.5
Common cold----------------------- 175,383 51,678 49,419 46,854 27,431 199.4 235.6 185.5 175.7 216.1

other upper respiratory 55,194 19,531 14,085 14,459 7,120 62.8 89.0 52.9 54.2 56.1

All other respiratory 177 ,461 30,093 64,745 40,299 42,323 201.8 137.2 243.1 151.1 333.4

Digestive system conditions--------- 39,124 8,115 8,183 15,794 7,031 44.5 37.0 30.7 59.2 55.4

Injuries 135,463 30,374 30,292 52,095 22,702 154.0 138.4 113.7 195.3 178.8
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

and strains 69,257 15,272 18,093 21,524 14,368 78.8 69.6 67.9 80.7 113.2

Open wounds, lacerations, contu-
sions, and superficial injuries- 46,245 10,985 8,315 21,390 5,554 52.6 50.1 31.2 80.2 43.7

Other injuries--- 19,960 4,116 3,884 9,181 2,779 22.7 18.8 14.6 34.4 21.9

Other conditions 141,631 28,648 37,036 51,002 24,945 161.1 130.6 139.0 191.2 196.5
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Table 12. Days of bed disability associated with acute conditions according to region by sex and condition group:
United States, July 1958-June 1959

[Data are based orr household interviews of the civilian non i nst i tut iona
i
population. The survey design, general qualifications of the data, and

tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix i. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix i i]

Sex and condition group
U. S.

total
North-
east

North
Central

South West U. S.

total
North-
east

North
Central

South West

Days of bed disability Days per 100 persons
In thousands per year

Both sexes

All acute conditions 615,847 152,811 166,526 187,633 108,878 359.5 358.4 316.1 365.5 441.7

Infectious and parasitic diseases 90,770 33,458 14,386 29,192 13,734 53.0 78.5 27.3 56.9 55.7
The "virus" (NOS) — 34,642 19,855 2,928 10,139 1,720 20.2 46.6 5.6 19.7 7.0
Other infectious and parasitic

diseases 56,129 13,603 11,458 19,053 12,014 32.8 31.9 21.8 37.1 48.7
Respiratory conditions 326,024 77,821 98,771 89,523 59,909 190.3 182.5 187.5 174.4 243.0
Common cold 113,388 33,272 30,571 33,580 15,964 66.2 78.0 58.0 65.4 64.8
Other upper respiratory 42,721 15,882 10,741 10,113 5,986 24.9 37.3 20.4 19.7 24.3
All other respiratory 169,915 28,666 57,459 45,831 37,959 99.2 67.2 109.1 89.3 154.0

Digestive system conditions 28,787 5,248 7,000 11,305 5,234 16.8 12.3 13.3 22.0 21.2
Injuries 83,762 18,731 21,857 26,800 16,374 48.9 43.9 41.5 52.2 66.4
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

and strains 45,903 9,549 11,056 15,885 9,413 26.8 22.4 21.0 30.9 38.2
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

sions, and superficial injuries- 25,515 6,851 7,098 8,037 3,529 14.9 16.1 13.5 15.7 14.3
Other injuries 12,345 2,330 3,703 2,879 3,432 7.2 5.5 7.0 5.6 13.9

Other conditions 86,504 17,553 24,511 30,813 13,628 50.5 41.2 46.5 60.0 55.3

Male

All acute conditions 266,528 61,941 69,555 86,432 48,600 219.7 299.3 267.1 350.3 406.6

Infectious and parasitic diseases 46,804 14,345 7,462 17,067 7,929 56.1 69.3 28.7 69.2 66.3
The "virus" (NOS) 15,863 8,828 1,034 5,093 907 19.0 42.7 4.0 20.6 7.6
Other infectious and parasitic

diseases 30,941 5,517 6,428 11,974 7,022 37.1 26.7 24.7 48.5 58.7
Respiratory conditions 138,068 31,460 39,049 43,075 24,483 165.6 152.0 149.9 174.6 204.8

Common cold 48,349 13,025 13,964 14,360 7,000 58.0 62.9 53.6 58.2 58.6
Other upper respiratory 17,409 6,418 3,314 5,314 2,362 20.9 31.0 12.7 21.5 19.8
All other respiratory 72,309 12,016 21,771 23,401 15,121 86.7 58.1 83.6 94.8 126.5

Digestive system conditions 10,153 1,634 2,828 4,099 1,592 12.2 7.9 10.9 16.6 13.3
Injuries 43,714 8,410 11,854 13,502 9,948 52.4 40.6 45.5 54.7 83.2
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

and strains 25,273 5,929 5,213 8,880 5,251 30.3 28.7 20.0 36.0 43.9
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

sions, and superficial Injuries- 11,664 1,869 4,058 3,564 2,173 14.0 9.0 15.6 14.4 18.2
Other injuries 6,776 611 2,584 1,057 2,524 8.1 3.0 9.9 4.3 21.1

Other conditions 27,790 6,092 8,362 8,689 4,648 33.3 29.4 32.1 35.2 38.9

Female

All acute conditions 349,319 90,870 96,970 101,201 60,278 397.2 414.2 364.1 379.5 474.8

Infectious and parasitic diseases 43,967 19,113 6,924 12,125 5,805 50.0 87.1 26.0 45.5 45.7
The "virus" (NOS) 18,779 11,027 1,894 5,045 813 21.4 50.3 7.1 18.9 6.4
Other infectious and parasitic

diseases 25,188 8,086 5,031 7,080 4,992 28.6 36.9 18.9 26.5 39.3
Respiratory conditions 187,956 46,361 59,722 46,448 35,426 213.7 211.3 224.2 174.2 279.0

Common cold 65,039 20 , 247 16,607 19,220 8,964 74.0 92.3 62.3 72.1 70.6
Other upper respiratory 25,312 9,464 7,427 4,798 3,624 28.8 43.1 27.9 18.0 28.5
All other respiratory 97,605 16,650 35,688 22,429 22,838 111.0 75.9 134.0 84.1 179.9

Digestive system conditions 18,634 3,614 4,172 7,206 3,641 21.2 16.5 15.7 27.0 28.7
Injuries 40,048 10,321 10,003 13,298 6,426 45.5 47.0 37.6 49.9 50.6
Fractures, dislocations, sprains.

and strains 20,629 3,620 5,843 7,004 4,162 23.5 16.5 21.9 26.3 32.8
Open wounds, lacerations, contu-

sions, and superficial injuries- 13,850 4,982 3,040 4,472 1,356 15.7 22.7 11.4 16.8 10.7

Other Injuries 5,568 1,719 1,120 1,821 908 6.3 7.8 4.2 6.8 7.2
Other conditions 58,714 11,461 16,149 22,124 8,980 66.8 52.2 60.6 83.0 70.7
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Table 13. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this report by residence, sex, and age:
United States, July 1958-June 1959

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian non i nst i tut i ona I population. The survey design, general quali-
fications of the data, and tables of samoling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Ap-
pend i X I l]

Sex and age

Residence

U. S.

total
Urban Rural

nonfarm
Rural
farm

Population in thousands
Both sexes

All ages 171,300 102,815 49,232 19,253

0-4 - 19,646 10,910 6,758 1,977
5-14 34,323 18,728 11,177 4,419

15-24 - 21,953 13,077 6,091 2,785
25-44 - 45,502 27,510 14,023 3,969

45-64 35,055 22,979 7,850 4,226
65h 14,821 9,611 3,333 1,878

Male

All ages 83,360 48,943 24,476 9,941

0-4 10,007 5,574 3,395 1,038
5-14 17,516 9,480 5,762 2,274

15-24 10,302 5,946 2,889 1,467
25-44 -— 21,824 13,035 6,846 1,942

45-64 16,978 10,814 3,975 2,189
65+-- 6,733 4,092 1,609 1,031

Female

All ages 87,941 53,872 24,756 9,313

0-4 - — - 9,639 5,336 3,363 939
5-14 - 16,807 9,247 5,416 2,144

15-24 11,651 7,130 3,202 1,319
25-44 23,678 14,475 7,177 2,027

45-64 - 18,077 12,165 3,875 2,038
65f - 8,088 5,518 1,724 846

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian
population of the United States, in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60.
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Table 14. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this report by region, sex, and age:
United States, July 1958-June 1959

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian non i nst i tut i ona
1
population. The survey design, generai quali-

fications of the data, and tabies of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Ap-
pend i X I l]

Sex and age

Region

U. S.

total
Northeast North

Central
South West

Population in thousands
Both sexes

All ages 171,300 42,632 52,678 51,340 24,650

0-4 19,646 4,300 6,442 5,961 2,943
5-14 34,323 7,878 10,566 10,698 5,181

15-24 21,953 5,101 6,609 7,291 2,952
25-44 45,502 11,660 14,134 13,039 6,669

45-64 35,055 9,619 10,407 10,220 4,809
6^ 14,821 4,074 4,519 4,132 2,096

Male

All ages 83,360 20,693 26,042 24,672 11,953

0-4 - 10,007 2,230 3,277 3,001 1,499
5-14 17,516 3,963 5,444 5,452 2,658

15-24 10,302 2,469 3,038 3,472 1,323
25-44 21,824 5,573 7,020 6,089 3,142

45-64 16,978 4,644 5,142 4,826 2,365
65+ 6,733 1,814 2,120 1,832 966

Female

All ages 87,941 21,939 26,636 26,669 12,696

0-4 9,639 2,070 3,165 2,959 1,444
5-14 16,807 3,915 5,123 5,246 2,523

15-24 11', 651 2,632 3,572 3,819 1,628
25-44 23,678 6,086 7,114 6,950 3,527

45-64 18,077 4,975 5,264 5,394 2,444
65+ 8,088 2,260 2,398 2,299 1,130

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian
population of the United States, in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60.
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APPENDIX I

TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS

Background of This Report

This report, Acute Conditions, Geographic Dis-
tribution. is one of a series of statistical reports pre-
pared by the U. S. National Health Survey which cover
separate health-related topics. It is based on infor-

mation collected in a continuing nationwide sample of

households in the Health Interview Survey, which is a

main aspect of the program.
The Health Interview Survey utilizes a question-

naire which elicits information on illnesses, injuries,

chronic conditions, disability, medical care, and other

health topics in addition to personal and demographic
characteristics. As data relating to each of these

various broad topics are tabulated and analyzed, sep-
arate reports are issued which cover one or more*of
the specific topics.

The population covered by the sample for the Health

Interview Survey is the civilian noninstitutional popu-
lation of the United States living at the time of interview.

The sample does not include members of the Armed
Forces, U. S. nationals living in foreign countries, or

crews of vessels. It should also be noted that the esti-

mates shown do not represent a complete inventory of

acute conditions for the specified calendar period since

no adjustment has been made for persons who incurred

acute conditions during the 2-week-recall period but

who died prior to the interview.

Statistical Design of the

Health Interview Survey

General plan.—The sampling plan of the survey
follows a multistage probability design which permits
a continuous sampling of the civilian population of the

United States. The first stage of this design consists of

drawing a sample of 500 from the 1,900 geographically
defined Primary Sampling Units (PSU's) into which the

United States has been divided. A PSU is a county, a

group of contiguous counties, or a Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Area,

With no loss in general understanding, the remain-
ing stages can be telescoped and treated in this discus-
sion as an ultimate stage. Within PSU's then, ultimate

stage units called segments are defined, also geograph-
ically, in such a manner that each segment contains an
expected six households. Each week a random sample
of about 120 segments is drawn. In the approximately
700 households in these segments, household members
are interviewed concerning illnesses, injuries, chronic

conditions, disability, and other factors related to health.

Since the household members interviewed each
week are a representative sample of the population,

samples for successive weeks can be combined into

larger samples for a calendar quarter or a year. Thus
the design permits both continuous measurement of

characteristics of high incidence or prevalence in the

population and, through the larger consolidated sam-

ples, "more detailed analysis of less common charac-
teristics and smaller categories. The continuous col-

lection has administrative and operational advantages
as well as technical assets, since it permits field work
to be handled with an experienced, stable staff.

Sample size and geographic detail.—The national

sample plan over the 12-month period ending June 28,

1959 included approximately 120,000 persons from
37,000 households in 6,200 segments, with representa-
tion from every State. The over-all sample was de-
signed in such a fashion that, from the annual sample,
tabulations can be provided for various geographic sec-
tions of the United States and for urban and rural sec-
tors of the Nation.

Collection of data.—The field operations for the

household survey are performed by the Bureau of the

Census under specifications established by the Public

Health Service. In accordance with these specifications

the Bureau of the Census designs and selects the sam-
ple, conducts the field interviewing and edits and codes
the questionnaires. Tabulations are prepared by the

Public Health Service using the Bureau of the Census
electronic computers.

Estimating methods.—Each statistic produced by
the survey—for example, the number of acute conditions

occurring in a specified period—is the result of two
stages of ratio estimation. In the first of these, the fac-

tor is the ratio of the 1950 decennial population count

to the 1950 estimated population in the U. S. National

Health Survey's first-stage sample of PSU's. This fac-

tor is applied for more than 50 color-residence classes.

Later, ratios of sample-produced estimates to of-

ficial Bureau of the Census figures for current popula-

tion are computed for 60 age-sex-color classes, and
serve as second-stage factors for ratio estimating.

The effect of the ratio estimating process is to

make the sample closely representative of the U. S.

population by age, sex, color, and residence, thus re-

ducing sampling variance.

As noted, each week's sample represents the pop-
ulation living during that week and characteristics of

the population. For statistics which measure the prev-
alence of a characteristic atone point in time, consoli-

dation of the weekly samples over any time period, such

as a year, produces an estimate of the average preva-

lence of the characteristic during that time period.

For statistics which measure the incidence of con-

ditions or disability days during a specified period of

time, the procedure is different. For such items, the

specified period on the questionnaire is the 2 weeks
prior to the interview. Therefore, the response is mul-
tiplied by 6,5 to produce an estimate for the 13-week
quarter, and the quarterly estimates are added to obtain

an estimate of the incidence during any longer time

period, such as a year. Thus, the experience which

actually occurred for each person in a 2-week period

is treated as though it measured the total of such ex-
perience during the year. Such interpretation leads to

no significant bias.
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General Qualifications

Nonresponse.—Data were adjusted for nonresponse

by a procedure which imputed to persons in a household

which was not interviewed the characteristics of per-

sons in households in the same segment which were in-

terviewed. The total noninterview rate was 5 percent;

1 percent was refusal, and the other 4 percent was pri-

marily due to the failure to find any eligible household

respondent after repeated trials.

The interview process.—The statistics presented

in this report are based on replies secured in inter-

views in the sampled households. Each person 18 years

of age and over, available at the time of interview, was
interviewed individually. Proxy respondents within the

household were employed for children and for adults not

available at the time of the interview, provided the re-

spondent was closely related to the person about whom
information was being obtained.

There are limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic

and other information collected in household interviews.

For diagnostic information, the household respondent

can, at best, pass on to the interviewer only the infor-

mation the physician has given to the family. For con-
ditions which were not medically attended, diagnostic

information is often no more than a description of symp-
toms. However, other facts, such as the number of dis-

ability days caused by the condition, can be obtained

more accurately from household members than from
any other source since only the persons concerned are
in a position to report information of this type.

Population figures.—Some of the published tables

include population figures for specified categories. Ex-
cept for certain over-all totals which are adjusted to

independent estimates, these figures are based on the

sample of households in the U, S. National Health Sur-
vey. They are given primarily for the purpose of pro-
viding denominators for rate computation, and for this

purpose are more appropriate for use with the accom-
panying measures of health characteristics than other

population data which may be available. In some in-

stances they will permit users to recombine published

data into classes more suitable to their specific needs.

The population figures differ from corresponding fig-

ures (which are derived from different sources) pub-
lished in reports of the Bureau of the Census. For pop-
ulation data for general use, see the official estimates
presented in Bureau of the Census reports in the P-20,
P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60 series.

Reliability of Estimates

Since the estimates are based on a sample, they

will differ somewhat from the figures that would have
been obtained if a complete census had been taken using

the same schedules, instructions, and interviewing per-
sonnel and procedures. As in any survey, the results

are also subject to measurement error.

The standard error is primarily a measure of

sampling variability, that is, the variations that might
occur by chance because only a sample of the population

is surveyed. As calculated for this report, the standard

error also reflects part of the variation which arises

in the measurement process. It does not include esti-

mates of any biases which might lie in the data. The
chances are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from
the sample differs from the value obtained from a com-
plete census by less than the standard error. The
chances are about 95 out of 100 that the difference is

less than twice the standard error and about 99 out of

100 that it is less than 2H times as large.

In order to derive standard errors which would be
applicable to a wide variety of health statistics and
which could be prepared at a moderate cost, a number
of approximations were required. As a result, the

tables of standard errors shown in this Appendix should
be interpreted as providing an estimate of approximate
standard error, rather than as the precise standard
error for any specific statistic.

The following rules will enable the reader to de-
termine the sampling errors for the data contained in

this report.

1. Estimates of aggregates: Approximate standard
errors of estimates of aggregates, such as the number
of acute conditions, the number of disability days, and
the number of persons in a major activity category, are
obtained from table I.

Example:
TTiere were 44,240,000 infectious and parasitic

diseases. Since the standard error for this esti-

mate is not shown in table I, it is necessary to in-

terpolate between the standard error for 30,000,000
conditions which is 1,800,000 and the standard error
for 50,000,000 conditions which is 2,500,000. Such
interpolation gives 2,298,000 as the standard error
for 44,240,000 conditions.

2. Estimates of percentages in a percent distribu-

tion: Approximate standard errors for the percentage
of the acute conditions in a category are given in table

II. Approximate standard errors for the percentage of

the disability days in a category are given in table III.

Examples:
(a) An estimated 12.0 percent of the 367,941,000

acute conditions were infectious and parasitic dis-

eases. Since neither the base nor the percentage
is shown in table II, it is necessary to interpolate

between 10 percent and 25 percent to obtain 0.740
as the standard error of 12 percent for a base of

250,000,000 and 0.727 as the standard error of 12

percent with a base of 500,000,000. A final inter-

polation between these results yields 0.734 as the

standard error for a statistic of 12.0 percent with

a base of 367,941,000.

(b) An estimated 14.7 percent of the 615,847,000
days of bed disability due to acute conditions were
caused by infectious and parasitic diseases. Since
neither the base nor the percentage is shown in

table III, it is necessary to interpolate between 10

percent and 25 percent to obtain 0.694 as the stand-

ard error for 14.7 percent for a base of 500,000,000
and 0.594 as the standard error of 14.7 percent
with a base of 750,000,000. A final interpolation

between these results yields 0.648 as the standard

error of 14.7 percent with a base of 615,847,000.

3. Estimates of rates of the number of conditions

or number of disability days for a specified number of

persons in the population: Approximate standard errors
for these rates are obtained as follows:

(a) Obtain the standard error of the numerator
from table I. Divide the standard error by the

numerator itself. Square the result.

(b) Obtain the standard error of the denominator
from table I. Divide the standard error by the

denominator itself. Square the result.

(Note: where the denominator is adjusted to

Bureau of the Census figures and not subject to

sampling error, this quantity is zero.)

(c) Add the answers from steps (a) and (b) above
and extract the square root.

(d) Multiply the answer from step (c) by the rate.

The result is the approximate standard error
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of the rate. This procedure normally gives an
overestimate of the true sampling error.

Examples;
(a) There were 55.7 days of bed disability due

to infectious and parasitic diseases per 100 per-
sons in the West. Utilizing Rule I we find that the
standard error for the numerator of 13,734,000 days
is 1,761,000, and the standard errorforthe denomi-
nator of 24,650,000 persons in a region is 314,000.
Completing the computation as follows;

yields 7. 19 as the standard error of 55.7 conditions
per 100 persons in the West.

(b) There were 21.4 infectious and parasitic

diseases per 100 persons living on rural farms.
Utilizing Rule 1 we find that the standard error for

the numerator of 4,118,000 conditions is 712,000,
and the denominator has no sampling error. Com-
pleting the computation as follows;

yields 3.70 as the standard error of 21.4 conditions

per 100 persons in a residence area.

Table I. Standard errors for the estimated
number of acute conditions, disability days,
and persons in a region

(All numbers shown in thousands)

When the
size of
estimate

is;

For estimates of the numbeif of:

Acute
conditions

Days of
disability

Persons
in a

region

The approximate standard error is;

100 ... 22
500 • • • • • • 50

1,000 350 500 70
2,000 500 700 100
3,000 600 900 120
5,000 800 1,200 160

10,000 1,100 1,500 220
20,000 1,600 2,200 300
30,000 1,800 2,700 330
50,000 2,500 3,500 350

100,000 3,500 5,500 400
200,000 • • • 8,000 • • •

500,000 15,000

NOTE: Since the estimated number of persons in any
residence-age-sex class is adjusted to official Bureau,
of the Census figures, such estimates are not subject to
samp I i ng e rrors

.

Table II. Standard errors of percentage dis-
tributions of estimated number of acute con-
ditions

When the
For estimated percentages of:

base of the
percentage

is:

(in thousands)

2 or
98

5 or
95

10 or
90

25 or
75

50

The approximate standard
error (expressed in

percentage points) is:

2,500 3.6 5.6 6.8 9.8 12.9
12,500 1.6 2.5 3.0 4.4 5.8
25,000 1.1 1.8 2.1 3.1 4.1
50,000 0.8 1.3 1.5 2.2 2.9

75,000 0.7 1.0 1.2 1.8 2.4
125,000 0.5 0.8 1.0 1.4 1.8
250,000 0.4 0.6 0.7 1.0 1.3
500,000 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.9

Table III. Standard errors of percentage dis-
tributions of estimated number of days of
disability

When the
base of the

For estimated percentages of:

percentage
is;

(in thousands)

2 or
98

5 \or

95
10 or

90
25 or

75 50

The approximate standard
error (expressed in

percentage points) is:

2,500 4.2 6.5 9.0 13.0 15.0
12,500 1.9 2.9 4.0 5.8 6.7
25,000 1.3 2.1 2.8 4.1 4.7
50,000 0.9 1.5 2.0 2.9 3.4

75,000 0.8 1.2 1.6 2.4 2.7

125,000 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.8 2.1
250,000 0.4 0.7 0.9 1.3 1.5
500,000 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.9 1.1



APPENDIX II

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

Terms Relating to Acute Conditions

Acute condition.—An acute condition is defined as

a condition which has lasted less than 3 months and

which has involved either medical attention or restrict-

ed activity. Because of the procedures used to estimate

incidence, the acute conditions included in this report

are the conditions which had their onset during the 2

weeks prior to the interview week and which involved

either medical attention or restricted activity during

that 2-week period.

The exception to the above definition is that certain

conditions, which by nature are considered to be chron-

ic, are always classified as such regardless of onset.

These conditions, which are excluded from this report,

are listed below.

Conditions Always Classified as Chronic

Asthma or hay fever
Tuberculosis
Rheumatic fever

Hardening of the arteries

High blood pressure
Heart trouble

Stroke

Hemorrhoids or piles

Peptic ulcer

Kidney stones

Arthritis or rheumatism
Prostate trouble

Diabetes
Thyroid trouble or goiter

Any allergy

Epilepsy
Mental or nervous trouble

All impairments, as defined

Note; Although all the code numbers in the Interna-
tional Classification are accounted for in the list above,
only those conditions which meet the definition of an
acute condition are included in this report.

Onset of conditions .—A condition is considered to

have had its onset when it was first noticed. This could
be the time when the person first felt sick or became
injured, or it could be the time when the person or his

family was first told by a physician that he had a con-
dition of which he was previously unaware.

Condition involving medical attention .—A condition

involving medical attention is a condition for which a

person consulted a physician for treatment or advice

either at its onset or at any time thereafter during the

2-week period. Advice from the physician transmitted

by telephone or through a nurse is counted as medical
attention, as well as visits to physicians in clinics or
hospitals. If the physician is consulted about more than

one condition at the same time, each condition is con-
sidered as having been medically attended.

For the purpose of this definition, physician in-

cludes doctors of m.edicine and osteopathic physicians.

Condition involving restricted activity.—A con-
dition involving restricted activity is a condition which
caused a person to substantially reduce his normal ac-
tivities for at least 1 entire day during the 2-week
period.

Condition group.—Conditions are classified ac-
cording to the International Classification of Diseases,
1955 Revision, with certain modifications adopted to

make the code more suitable for a household-interview
survey. In this report, all tables which have data clas-

sified by type of condition employ a 12 category re-
grouping. The International Classification code num-
bers included in each category are shown below.

International

Condition Groups Classification

Code Numbers

1

Infectious and parasitic diseases
The "virus" (not otherwise specified)

Other infectious and parasitic diseases

001-138
097
001-096, 098-138

II Respiratory conditions

Common cold
Other upper respiratory
All other respiratory

470-529, 783
470
471-479, 510-517
480-509, 518-529, 783

111

Digestive system conditions 530-589, 784

IV Injuries

Fractures, dislocations, sprains, strains
Open wounds, lacerations, contusions,

and superficial injuries

Other Injuries

N800-N999
N800-N849

N870-N929
N850-N869, N930-N999

V Other conditions

Female genitourinary conditions and
conditions associated with pregnancy

All other conditions

Remaining code numbers

590-609, 620-689
All other code numbers

Terms Relating to Disability

Disability days .—The disability days shown in this

report are days of restricted activity or bed disability

occurring in the 2 weeks prior to the interview week
which were attributed to specific acute conditions. Since

any particular day of disability may be due to more than

one condition, the total days for all acute conditions'

may be larger than the number of days which persons
actually experienced.

Restricted-activity day.—A day of restricted ac-

tivity is one on which a person substantially reduces
the amount of activity normal for that day because of a

specific illness or injury. The type of reduction varies

with the age and occupation of the individual as well as

with the day of the week or season of the year. Re-
stricted activity covers the range from substantial re-

duction to complete inactivity for the entire day.

Bed -disability day.—A day of bed disability is one

on which a person stays in bed for all or most of the

day because of a specific illness or injury. All or most
of the day is defined as more than half the daylight

hours. All hospital days for inpatients are considered

to be days of bed disability even if the patient was not

actually in bed at the hospital.

Demographic Terms

Age.—The age recorded for each person is his age

at last birthday. Age is recorded in single years and
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combined into groups suitable for the purpose of the

table.

Residence.—Residence is the term used to signify

the division of the United States into urban, rural-non-

farm, and rural -farm populations. The definition of

urban and rural areas is the same as that used in the

1950 Census.
Urban.—The urban population includes all per-

sons living in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or
more which are incorporated as cities, boroughs,

or villages; (b) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhab-

itants or more except in New England, New York,
and Wisconsin where "Towns" are simply minor
civil divisions of counties; (c) the densely settled

urban fringe including both incorporated and unin-
corporated areas around cities of 50,000 or more
inhabitants; and (d) unincorporated places of 2,500
inhabitants or more outside any urban fringe. The
remaining population is classified as rural.

Rural farm.—The rural-farm population in-

cludes all rural residents living on farms. In de-.

ciding whether the members of a household live on

a farm or ranch, the statement of the household
respondent is accepted with the following exception.

A house occupied by persons who pay cash rent for

house and yard only is not counted as a farm or
ranch even if the surrounding area is farm land.

This special case does not cover: (1) the living

quarters of a tenant farmer who rents farm land

as well as house and yard; (2) the quarters of a

hired hand who receives living quarters on a farm
as part of his compensation; or (3) separate living

quarters inside a structure which is classified as

being on a farm. In all of these cases the living

quarters are counted as being on a farm.

Rural -nonfarm.—The rural-nonfarm popula-
tion includes all of the remaining rural population

Region .— For the purpose of classifying the pop-
ulation by geographic area, the States are grouped into

four regions. These regions, which correspond to those

used by the Bureau of the Census, are as follows:

Region States Included

Northeast

North Central

South

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island,

Connecticut, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania

Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa,
Missouri, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas

Delaware, Maryland, District of

Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma,
Texas

West Montana, Idaho, Wyoming,
Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona,
Utah, Nevada, Washington,
Oregon, California
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APPENDIX III

QUESTIONNAIRE
The items below show the exact content and wording of the quest ionnai re used in the household survey. The actual

questionnaire is designed for a household as a unit and includes additional spaces for reports on more than one person.

The National Health Survey is authorized by Public Law 632 of the 64th Congress (70 Star 489: 42 U.S.C. 305). Ail information which

CONFIDENTIAL: would permit identification of the individual will be held strictly confidential, will be used only by persona engaged in and for the

purposes of the survey, and will not be disclosed or released to others for any other purposes (22 FR 1687).

Form NHS.2
(4-18-58)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

Actios os Collcciios Ascot (or the

U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY

2. (e) Address or descriptioo of locaci

1. QuescioBDsir

3. Ideo. 4. Sub- 5. Sample 6. PSU 7. Segment No'. 8. Serial No.
Code sample

weight
Number

(b) Type of tiv- |
Dwelling unit (c) Name of Special Dwelliog Place |c

. iog quarters Jq Other

I form Of ranch?
( ) Y«g r~| No

10. Whet Is tho tolopheno nwmbor horo?

(~1 No phoae

11. Whet Is the best time t

12- Are there ony ether living quorters, occupied or

vacant, in this building (oportment)? I I Yes | 1 No

14. Dees enyene else living in this building use YOUR
ENTRANCE to get to his living quorters?

| |
Yes (~^ No

Ask at all units eicept apartmeot houses

13. Is there ony ether building on this property for people

to live in - either occupied or vacant? Yes
| 1 No

INSTRUCTIONS

If "Yes” to questions 12, 13 or 14 apply definition of a dwelling unit to determine
whether one or more additional questionnaires should be filled and whether the
listing is to be corrected.

15. RECORD OF CALLS AT HOUSEHOLDS

Entire household

Callbacks for

individual
respondents

Date

Time

U. REASON FOR NON-INTERVIEW

I I
Refusal

[ I
No one at home-
repeated calls

r I
Temporarily absent

[ I
Other (SptcUy)

[ I
Vacant - non-seasona]

1~
1 Vacant - seasonal

i I
Usual residence elsewhere

I I
Armed Forces

1 I
Other (Sp*eHy)

I I
Demolished

[ I
In sample by mistake

[ I
Eliminated in sub-
sample

I I
Other (Sp^dly)

Interview not obtained for:

17. Signature of Interviewer

Special instructic

1. (o) Whot it the nome of the heod of this household? (Enter name in fiisi column)
(b) Whot ore the names of oil other persons who live here? (List all persons who usually live here

and all persons staying here who have no usual place of residence elsewhere. List these

persons in the prescribed order.)

(c) Do ony (other) lodgers or roomers live here? No
j

1 Yes (List)——

'

(d) It there onyone else who lives here who is now
owoy on business? On o visit? Temporarily in

\ 1 No | |
Yes (List) ' ' ' '

o hospital?

(e) Is there anyone else ttoying here now?
[
No QJ] Yes (List) — i

. —

-

(f) Do any of these people hove o home elsewhere?

I I
No (leave on questionnaire)

[

I Yes (If r I household member, delete)

2. How ore you related to the heod of the household? (Enter relationship to head, for example:

head, wife, daughter, grandson, mother-in-law, partner, lodger, lodger’s wife, etc.)
'

Relationship

3. How old were ) t your lost birthday?

Un^ef

1 year

4. Race (Check one box for each person)
[3 White

I I
Negro

[7^ Other

5. Sex (Check one box for each person)

i. Where were you born? (Kecerd state or foreign country)

(771 Female

(State or foreign country)

If 14 years old or over, ask:

7. Are you now morried, widowed, divorced, leporoted or never morried?

(Check one box for each person)

I 1 Under 14 years

I I Married

1 I
Widowed

!_ '‘Separated

Never married

8. Whot Is the highest grode you completed ip school?

(Circle highest grade completed or check "None”)

• Under 14 years

Elem: 1 2 ) 4 5 6 78
High: 12 3 4

College: 1 2 3 4 5 *

!
. None
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|( Male and |4 yeaia old oi over, aak:

9. (o) Old yaw over aarve In iha Arnad Foreaa of iKa Unliad Stotaa?

U •Yea/ aak;

(b) Ara yaw na» in tka Armed Farcaa. not cawnting tKa roaorvaa?

If "Yea/ delete ihia peraoo fron quciiionnaUe)*^^—

(c) Waa any of yaw* aarwlca dwrlnp a war or waa It paaea*tima only?

If •*ar.* aak:

(d) Dwrinp which war did yaw aarvoT

If *Peace-iinc* oely, aak;

(a) Vaa any af yavr aarvica bafwaan Jwna 27. 1950 and January 31. 19SS7

If 6 yeara old oc over, aak;

10> (a) Whet wara yaw doing moat af tha poet 12 mantha —

(Foe malea over 16): waekirtg, looking foe work, or doing aomathirvg alto?

(For femalea over 16): working, leaking far work, kaapirtg hawaa, or doing aamathirtg ataa?

(For children ^16): palitg to achaal or doing aamathing olaa?

If •Soneching elac* checked, aitd pcraon ia 50 yeara old or over, aak:

(b) Ara yew ratirad?

Interview each adult peraon for bimaelf for queacit

he ia at home. Enter column number of reapondent

I 11-26 and Tablea 1. II. and A. if

t each column.

Wa era Intaraatad In ell hinda of Ilirtaaa. whether aarlawa or itat ~

11. Wara yaw atek at eny time LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE?
(a) Whet wea tka mettar?

(b) Anythirtg alaa?

12. Laat weak or tha weak bafera did yaw heva eny eccldartta or ln|wrlaa, althar ot

homo or away from hanta?
(a) Whet wara they?

(b) Anything alaa?

13. Old yaw foal eny III affacta loat weak or tha weak bafera from <

inlwry thet hoooaftad bafora that time?

I accident or (a) Whet wara thaaa affacta?
(b) Anything alaa?

14. Laat weak or tha weak bafera did yew teka any madicina or traotmant for any

condition (baaldaa. . .which yaw told ma about)?
(o) Far whet canditlana?

' (b) Anything alaa?

15. AT THE PRESEHT TIME da yew have eny ollmanta or canditlana that have looted

far e lartg tioM? ([f *No*) Evan though they don’t bather yew ell tha time?

(a) What are they?

(b) Anything alaa?

a Yea

( I
Fern, or unJ. |4 y

I No

No

) War 1 Peace-

a Yea

^ 9W-U

FT! Korean

C3No

I _ )
Under 6 yeara

1 Vorking

Q*] Looking for work

1~
I Keeping houae

I 1 Going to school

^ 1 Something elae

QJ Rcaponded for aelf

Col. No. w«« reapondent

a Yea
I I No

a Yet CD No

a Ye* No

a Yea CD No

a Ye.
I I No

. . .?

Yca

I I No

TobU I ILLNESSES, IMPAIRMENTS AND ACCIDENTS

whet did tha doctor aey It

woa? ~dld ha waa eny

madicel tarma?

(If doctor not talked to - "No^
in col. (c) - record reapoe-

dent’a deaccipcioo)

(If ill-effects of earlier

accident, record ill effects

and also fill Table A)

For an accident or injury

occurring during past 2

weeks, ask:

What part af tha body was

hurt? What kind of ln|ury

was It? Anything also?

(Also, fill Table A)

(d-1)
^

If an impairment or

aymptoffl or a condition

from q. 13 or q. 17,

aak:

What wea tha cewaa af. . .7

(If accident or injury, also

fill Table A)

If eye

trouble

of any

kind

and

6 yra.

old or

ask:'

Con
yaw

rood

ordin-

ary

popar

with

glosaas?

(d-3)

DYes
( I No

What kittd af. . .traubla

la it?

allergy asthma

anemia rheumaciatr

arthritis auoke
tumor (or cysts)

OR

Any entry in cel. (d-1)

or (d-2) of:

uouble condition

disease

coupled

with

seeing or beating;

a part of the body;

"mental* or any

internal Organ

(d-4)

What part of tha body la

offsetad?

Show in following detail

for members listed below:

Haed . (Skull,

face)

Spina

or

bock

(Upper,

lower)

calp or

niddle oi

Arm - (Shoulder, upper,

elbow, lower, vrriac,

band)

Lag - (Hip, upper, knee,

lower, ankle, foot)

ALSO
If arm, leg, eye, ot ear,

state whether ONE or

BOTH.

LAST WEEK How
OR THE many

WEEK BE- days.

FORE did Inciwd-

Ing

you to cut tha 2

down on waak-

your uawol ands?
octivitiaa

for as much

oa a day?

Check one

No Yea

fOo

to

Col.

(e) (0 (s)

Days

Tabit II HOSPITALIZATION DURING PAST 12 MONTHS

Whan did How many To Interviewer

Line

number

Col.

No.

of

per-

Ques-

No.

you antar

tha hea-

pltol?

(Mooch, Year)

days wara

you in tha

hoapitol,

net eount-

doy you

laft?

How
many
of these
— days

the past

12

months?

How
many
of these

— days

were in

the past

2 weeks?

Was
this

still

in the

hospital

Sunday

night?

(If "they* did’t say, ask):

Whot did tha lest doctor you toikad to soy it woa?

(Show same detail as in cols. (d-l)-<d-5) of T.I)

(If condition from accident ot injury, fill TabteA)

on you dwing this stay ot

tha hoapitol?

If "Yea"

(o) Whot wea tha noma of tha

aparotion ?

(b) Any athor oparetions?

(«) (b) (c) (d) (e) (1) (B) (b) (i)

Mo: CD All Y«.
a Yea O No

Yr:

0,

1 Days Days Days

TABLE A (Accidants and ln|urias)

Line No.
ftOffl

Table 1

LZ]

1. Whot port of tha body was hurt? What kind of injury wot it? Anything alaa? 1 1
Accident happened during

past 2 weeks

i 1
Accident happened during

past 2 weeks

3. Whara did tha occldant happen?
1—1 A. (inside or outside the house)
1 ' (own home or someone else’s) Z 1

While in Armed Services Zj Some ocher place

4. Woa e cor, truck, bus or other mater vahlcla

Involved In tha Occident In any wey? 1 1
Yes No

5. Wara you at work ot yawr (eb or bwalnasa whan
tha oceidant happanad? av.s an» } I Under 14 years at time of accident
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16* Hot onyono In tho lomlly • you, your—, ote. *he4l eny of thoto conditions DURING
THE PAST 12 MONTHS?

(Retd Cord A, cooditioo by eoeditioo; record say cooditioot

neociooed io the columo for the pertoo)

17. Ooot onyono in tho fomlly hovo ony of thoto eenditlont?

(Read Card B, coaditioe by cooditioo; record aoy cooditioot

fflentiooed in the columo for the pertoo)

18. (o) LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK BEFORE did onyono in tho family . you, your-, ote.-telk

to o doctor or 90 to o doctor's offteo or clinic? Anyono olto?

If -Yet-
(b) How mony tlmot during tho post 2 wooht?

(c) Whoro did you tolk to tho doctor?

(d) How mony tlmot ot •• (homo, offlco, clinic, ote.)?

(Recotd total number of timet for each type of place)

(-Hospital clioic* etcludes overnight stays)

*. (o) Lott weak or tho wook boforo did anyono In tho fomlly go to a dentist? Anyone olto?19. (o)

If -Ye.

(b) How many tlmot during tho post 2 wookt?

20. How morvy tlmot altogether in tho post 12 months did you go to o dentist?

21. (o) DURING THE PAST 12 MONTHS hot anyone in the fomlly boon a patient In o hospltol
ovarnlght or longer?

If -Yes-
(b) How many tlmot wore you In the hospital?

22. (a) During tho post 12 months hot anyono In tho fomlly boon o patient in o nurtir>g homo
aonltorium?

If -Yes-
(b) How many timet wore you In o nursing homo or sanitarium?

Ye.
I I No

Ye.
,

No

Yet

Place

At borne _

At office _

Hospital clioic ....
Company or iodutuy
Over telepbooe ....
Other (Sp*ei(r) ....

O No

.No. of times

I 1 One
I I Three

Two Four or n

f I None

Yes (Table II)

Yes (Table II) No

25. During tho pest 12 months in which group did the totol income of your fomlly foil, thot is,

your's, your—*s,otc.? (Show Card H) Ineluda Incoma from all sources, such os wages,

solorios, rents from property, pensions, help from rolotlves, etc.

Group No.

Table 1 . ILLNESSES. IMPAIRMENTS AND ACCIDENTS

How many
of thoto

•• days

wore you

In bod

oil or

most of

tho doy?

I I None

If 6 years old

or over.ask:

Lett

or tho

wook
before

would

you

hove

boon

working

ot o |ob

or busU

except

for . . . ?

(If 6-16
yrs.,

ask,

.(-going
to

school*]

(i)

Yes

n No

If -Yes-

io col.(i):

How mony
days did

. . . keep

you from

work

(going to

school)?

Days

f~| None

Did you first notice . . .

DURING THE PAST 3 MONTHS
or boforo that time?

Check one

Before Duriog

3 3

noBths moatbs

(Go '

eof.

(•*»

(k) (1)

Did . . . start

during tho post

2 weeks or

boforo that

time?

(If during past

2 weeks, ask):

Which wook,

lost wook or

the wook
before?

I
I Last week

[ I
Week before

Before 2 wks.

To

Inter-

viewer:

If col.

(k)is

checked,

or the

condi-

eicher

one of

Cards

A or B,

continue;

othcf-

Did you first

notice . . .

DURING THE
PAST 1?

MONTHS or

before that

time?

(If during past

12 months, ask):

Y
J^^Befot^^^^ir^

Now long

since you

lost

tolkad to

(If less

than one

month,

enter

-Und. 1-

for -Mo.-)

Cl No Dr.

still toko

any modi-

treatment

thot tho

doctor

proscribed

for. . . ?

Or, follow

ony advice

ho govo?

O Yes

No

No Dr.

About

mony
doys

during

the post

12 months

hot . .

.

kept you

In bod

(or oil

of the

doy?

Days

[ I None

Ask after completing last

condition for each person:

Please

leek ot

rood ooeh

Btotomonl

Then toll

statement

best.

(Show

Cards C-

F, as

appro-

priate)

If 1. 2

or 3 io

col. (r):

Is thia

bocouto

of ony

of tho

condi-

tions

you

hove

told mo
about?

OYes
a No

•Ye^

col.

or -J-

io col.

(f) ask:

Pleoto

leek at

this

cord and

rood each

statsmont

Then toll

mo which

fits you

bast.

(Show

Card G)

Toble II HOSPITALIZATION DURING PAST 12 MONTHS

Whot is the name and address of tho

hospltol you wore in?

(Enter name, city or county and State)

For completed hospitalizations only:

Was any of

the hospital

bill paid for

by any kind

of insurance?

Cl Yes (Skip
CO col.n)

If -No- to

col. (k),

ask:

Or, by any

kind of

plan thot

poys for

hospltol

costs?

( 1 )

Yes (Skip
to col.n)

If -No- to

both cols.

(k) and (1)

Do you oxpect

any of tho

hoapital bill

to be peld for

by Insurance

of this kind?

(m)

a Yes

No (Stop)

What port

of the

hospital

bill was (will

be) token core

of by

Insuronco?

(a)

Under %

[ 1 V) up to Vi

'CJ % or more

Who corrlos the cost of this Insurance—thot Is,

pays the premium?

(o)

f~l Family member(s) [73 Other (Sp«elty)

P3 Employer

[73 Union, clubs, etc.

FOOTNOTES AND COMMENTS
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