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The Englijh-American his Travail by Sea and Land: 

OR, 

new svrvey 

OF THE 

•§& 

CONTAINING 

A JouraaJ* 1 of Three thoufai^lndThree hundred 
Miles within the main Land of AMERICA. 

Whcrm is let forth his Voyage from Spain to S'.lohn de Vlbur 
and from thence to Xalapfa, to tlaxcaila, the City of Anreles and ’ 

forward to Mex.ee, With the defeription of that great C ty 

as it was m former times>d afe at this preftntf Y 

Likewife his Journey from Mexico through the Provinrrc nf r„ 

'I’/t , ’ v,r‘ rjtzszs:. tim ■ 
abode Twelve years about Guatemala, and efpeciatly in the 

Indian-towns ofMixco, Pimla^tapaJmathlL 

As alfo his ftrange and wonderffil Converted Calling from thofe 
i emote Parts to his Native Countrey f 

With his return through the Province of Nicaragua and Coftt nir,i 
to N,co}a, Panama, Pombelo, Canagna, and Havta,'withers ’ 

occurrents and dangers that did btfaf in the faid Journey. 

A L S 0, 

AthSamd of '«« Sp^nilh Navigation to 
* rlrt 5 ond °Ltheir D°“*> Government, Religion Forts 

Calfles, Ports, Havens, Commodities, failiions, behaviour of ’ 
SpamardSjPr'efts and Friers,ElackmoreSjVluIateo’sjMeftilb’s, 

Indians; and of their Feaftsand Solemnities. 

With a Grammar, or fome few Rudiments of thiUan Tongue 
called, Poconchi\ or Pocomdn. 5 5 

•8* 

By the true dndpainfull endevonrs of T h o m x « C' _i» . 

iWiw Printed by R Cotes, and are to be fold by H^phre, BdldUCl 
Caftlem CornhiU,and Ita Wi*,, the Bible in link litail ,71 
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To His Excellency 

Sr THOMAS FAIRFAX Knight, 
Lord FAIR F-A X 

O F 

MERON 
CAPTAIN-GENERALL 

of the Parliaments Army, 

And of all their Forces in ENGLAND, and 
the Dominion of W A L E Ss 

May it pleafe your 
Excellency, 

He Divine Providence hath hitherto fo ordered 
my life, that for the great eft fart thereof } I 

havehvtd (as it were) in exile from my native 
Countrey : which happened, partly, by reafon 
of my education in the omifh Religion, and 
that in forraign Quiver fittest and partly, 

by my entrance into Monajiicall orders. For twelve years fface 
of which time, l was wholly dijfofed of in that part of America 
rtf/Ze^Nevv-Spain, and the parts adjacent. My difficult going 
thither, being not permitted to any, but to tbofe of the Spanifb 
Nation j my long flay tbrre} and lafily my returning home, not 
enely to my Country, but to the true hpowledg audfree-profejpon of 
the Goff els purity, gave me reafon to conceive. That thefe great 
mercies were not appointed me by the heavenly Powers, to the end l 
fhonld bury my Talent in the earth, or hide my light under abu/bell, 
but that I Jhonld impart what l there faw and knew to the nfe 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 

and benefit of my Englijh Country-men \ And which the rather 
I held my felf obliged unto, becanfe in a manner nothing hath 
been written of thefe Farts for thefe hundred years lafi faff 
which is almoft ever fince the firfl Conqwft thereof by the Spa¬ 
niards, who are contented to loje the honour of that wealth and 

felicity they have there fince purchafed by their great endevours, 
fo they may enjoy the fafety of retaining what they have formerly 

gotten in peace and fecurily. In doing whereof I fib all offer no 
Collections , but fuch as fib all arife from mine own obfervations, 

which will at much differ from what formerly hath been hereupon 
Written, as the piSlure of a perfon grown to mans eflate, from that 
which was fallen of him when he was but a Ckilde $ or the lafi 
hand of the Painter, to the firfl or rough draught of the piflure. 
I am told by others, that this may prove a m.ofi acceptable worfy 
but I doe tell my felf that it will prove both lame and imperfefl, 
and therefore had need tofihelter my felf tender the fbadoyp of fome 
high protection, which l humbly pray your Excellency to afford 
me\ nothing doubting, but as God hath lately made your Excellency 
the happy inflrument, not onely of faving my felf but of many 
numbers of godly and V?eU affefled people in this County of Kent 
(where now I refide by the favour of the Parliament) from the 
imminent ruine and defiruBion plotted againfi them by their mofi 
implacable enemies j fo the fame God who bath led your Excellency 
through fo many difficulties towards the fettlement of the peace of 
this fingdom, and reduction of Ireland, will, after the perfefling 
thereof (which God ofbis mercy haften) direByour Noble thoughts 
to employ the Souldiery of this Kingdom upon fuch jufi and honou¬ 

rable defignes in thofe parts of America, as their want of attion 
at home may neither be a burden to themfelves nor the Kwgdome. 

To your Excellency therefore I offer a New-World, to be the fab- 
je£i of yourfuture pains, valour, and piety, beffeeching your accep¬ 
tance of this plain but faith full relation of mine, wherein your 
Excellency, and by you the Englifb Nation jhall fee what wealth 
and honor they have lofi by one of their narrow hearted Princes, 

irho living in peace and abounding in riches, did notwithflanding 
rejeil the offer of being firfl difcoverer of America 5 and l fit it 
unto Ferdinando of Arragon, who at the fame time was wholly 
taken up by the Warrs, in gaining of the City andKingdome of 

Granada/>m the Moores; being foimpoven(bed thereby m that 

be was compelled to borrow with fome difficulty a few Crowns of a 

very 



The Epiftle Dedicatory. 

very mean man^ to fet forth Columbus upon fo glorious an expe» 
dition. And yet f if time were clofely followed at the heels, we arc 

not fo farr behinde, but we might yet take him by the fore-top. 

To which purpofe, our Plantations of the Barbadoes, St. Chri- 
ftophers, Mems, and the reji of f&eCaribe-Iflands, have not 

onely advanced our journey the better part of the way} but fo 

inured our people to the Qlime of the Indies, as they are the more 

i nab led thereby to undertake any enterprifs upon the firm Land 

with greater facility, Neither is the difficultyof the attempt fo 

great, as fame may imagine; for l dare be bold to affirm it know¬ 

ingly, That with the fame pains and charge which they have been 

at in plant ingene ofthofepettie If and sy hey might have conquer'd 

jo many great Cities, and large Territories on the main Continent • 
as might very 7bell merit the title of a Kingdome. Our 2\Neighbors 

the Hollanders may be our example in this cafe, who whiljl we 

have been driving a private Trade from Tort to Tort, of which 

we are Itkgly nolb to he deprived, have conquered fo much Land in 

the Eaft and Weft-Indies, that it may be [aid of them0 as of the 

Spaniards, That the Sunn never lefts upon their Dominions. 
And to meet with that obje&ion by the way, That the Spaniard 
being intituled to thole Countries, it were both unlawfull 
and againft all eonleienee to diipoffefs him thereof, I anfwer3 
that (the Topes donation excepted) I fnow no title he hath but 

force, Tbhich by the fame title, and by a greater force may be 

repelled. And to bring in the title of Firft-di fcovery , to me it 

feems as little reajofij that the failingof a Spanilh Ship upon the 

coaji of India, fhould intitle the Kmg of Spain to that Countrey ^ 

as the faylihg of an Indian or EngliCh Ship upon the coaji of Spain^ 
jhould intitle either the Indians or Englifh unto the Dominion 

thereof. No queflion but the juji right or title to tkofe Countries 

appertains to the Natives themfdves 3 who, if they jhall willingly 

and freely invite the Englifli to their protection, what title foever 

they have in them, no doubt but they may legally transferr it or 

communicateitto others. And to fay, That the inhumane butchery 

which the Indians did formerly commit in facrifcing of fo many 

reajonable Creatures to tbeir wicked Idols, was a fnffeient war- 

rant for the Spaniards to diveff them of their Country, The farm 

argument may by much better reafon be inforced againji the Spa¬ 
niards themfelves, who have facrifcedfo tnany millions ^Indians 
to the Idol of their barbarous cruelty y that many populous Iffands 
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and large Territories upon the main Continent, are thereby at 

this day utterly uninhabited, as Barcholomeo de las Cafes, the 
Spanifh Bijhop of Guaxaca in New-Spain, hath by his Writings 
in Frint jufficiently tejlified. But to end all dilutes of this na¬ 

ture $ fince that God hath given the earth to the fons of Men to 
inhabite; and that there are many vajl Countries in thofe 
parts, not yet inhabited either by Spaniard or Indian, why jhonld 
my Country-men the English be debarred from making ufe of that, 

which God from all beginning no quejiion did ordain for the 

benefit of manhfnde? 
But I will not moleji your Excellency with any further argu¬ 

ment hereupon} rather offering my felf and all my weafiendeVours 

(fuch as they are) to be employed herein for the good of my 
Country , I befeech Almighty God to profper your Excellency, 

Who am 
- - * 4 , ~ « ' - ;v , \ 

The moft devoted and humbleft of 

your Excellencies fervants. 

tho. cage: 
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UPON 

This WORTHY WORK, 

Of his moft worthy Friend 
THE 

EADER, behold prefented to thine eye. 
What us Columbus off red long agoe. 
Of the New-World a new difcoverie. 
Which here our Author doth fo clearly fhow 5 

That he the ftate which of thefe Parts would know, 
Need not hereafter fearch the plenteous {lore 
Of Hackluit, Pure has and Kamufto, 

Or learned Acoflas writings to look ore; 
Or what Herera hath us told before , 

Which merit not the credit due from hence, 
Thofe being but reck nings of anothers fcor< 
But thefe the fruits of felf-experience ; 
Wherein our Author ufeth not the fence 
Of thofe at home, who doe their judgments leave, 
And after wandring farr with vaft expence, 
See many things, which they doe ne r perceive 5 
Laborious are by ftudy much at home 

To know thofe Parts, which they came lately from. 
Lefs doth he ufe us as the late writ Books 
Of journeys made unto the Levant-States; 
Wherein when we doe pry with curious looks. 
Of Greece,and Troy to know the prefent fates; 
They tell us what Tbncidides relates, 

What Strabo writes, what Homer crown’d with bayes5 

What Authors more, who have out-worn their dat'esJ 
Befides what Plutarch and Polibius fayes; * 

So what they were, not what they are^ they fing, 
And file w their reading, not their travailing. 
But here our Author neither doth us tell, 
Or to us fhe w one inch of Sea or Ground, 

\ 

Unicfs 



To the READER. 

Unlefs i’uch acts which in his time befell 

Orwhat his eyes faw the Horizon bound •• 
He uttereth nought at all he heard by found, 
He i'peaks not of a City or a Street 

But where hiifefelf hath often gone the round. 
And measured o’re with his induftrious feet. 
And y et i t mull acknowledg’d be for true 

Since worthy Hawkjns, and the famous Drake 
Did firft prefent uaro the Englifh view 

This New-found-world, for great Eliza’s lake; 
Renowned Tfymleigh twice did Undertake 

With labours great, and dangers not a few 
A true difeovery of thefe Parts to make, 

And thereof writ both what he faw and knew. 
But as the man who in a Ship doth pafs 

Our narrow Seas, the flowings of each tide 

The Ships eourfc, foundings, turnings of the glafs. 
What Land he makes on North or Southern fide 
He may impart: But who they be abide * 

Or what Religion, Language, or what Nation 
Poffefs each Coaft; fincehe hath never tride 

How can he make thereof a true Relation? * 

So thole who have deferib’d thefe Parts before, 

ru u ,f’ Vy,nds> Currents, Hurican’s doe tell. 
Of Headlands, Harbours, trendings of the Ihore 
Of Rocks and Ifles .• wherein they might as well 
lalk ot a Nut, and onely Ihew the (hell; 
The kernell neither tailed, touch’d nor feen 
Had yet remain’d; but that it fo befell 

T at thefe Relations to us made have been ; 

Differing as much from what before y’have heard. 
As doth a Land-Map from a Seamans Card. 

But how thefe truths reveal’d to us fliould bee 

A;V, en. none but Spaniards to thofe Parts may go; 
Wh.ch was eftablilh’d by fevere Decree 7 § 

Left Foram people Ihould their fecrcts know; 
This Order yet to be negleaed fo 

As that our Author had permiflion free, 

lole Nation too they count their greatellfbe 
Seemeth almoll a miracle to me. * 

: .h 
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7 o the Reader. 
Sure the prefcience of that power Divine, 
Which fafely to thole parts did him convey, 

Did not lor nought his conftant heart incline 
1 here twelve whole years fo patiently to flay i 
That he each thing exa&Iy might furvey, ? 

Then him return’d, nay more did turn to us, 

And to himfhew’d of blils the perfeQ; way, i: 

Which of the reft feems moft miraculous. ' 
For had the laft of tbefe not truly been, 

Thefe lair Relations we had never feen. 
Nor can I think but this moft ufefull Book 

Jn time to come, may like fome newborn Star^ 
DireS luch wifemen as therein will look, 

Andfhew their way unto thefe Regions far. 
And though we now lie funk in Civill war. 
Yet you the worthy Patriots of this Land/ 

Let not your hearts be drowned in defpair^ 
And fo your future happinefle withftand. 
For time will come you (hall enjoy a Peace^ 
But then no longer you muft joy in fin, 

When they no more.-(hall raign, thefe Wars (hall ceafe* 
And then your after blifs fhall foon begin, 
fhe fiery tiials which you now are in. 

In ftead of foes fhall prove your beft of friends, 
And you from fervilebafe affeftion win, 
Fo fit your hearts for high and Nobler ends : 

Your Drums which us’d to beat their Martiall dance 
Upon the banks of Garone, Seine^ and Soane • 

VVhilft youtrode meafures through the Realm of FranceJ 

Do now at home (Oh grief !) on both fides groan, * 
As if they did your ill lpiltbloud bemoan j 

Which long ago with Richard, England’s King, 
VVhen he the holy War maintain’d alone, 
Their dreadfull notes did through Judea ring* 
Now fhall the tawnie Indians quake for fear 
I heir direfull march to beat when they do hear 5 

Your brave Red Croffes on both fides difplay’d, 
1 he noble Badges of your famous Nation, 

Which you yet redder with your blouds have made 

And dyed them deep in drops of deteftation* * 

Yott 



To the Reader, 

You {hall again advance with reputation, 
And on the bounds of utmoft Weftern fliore 
Shall them tranfplant, and firmly fix their ftation, 

Where Englifh Colours ne’rdidfly before. 
Your well-built Ship, companions of the Sun, 

As they were Chariots to his fiery beams, 
Which oft the Earths circumference have rua, 
And now lie rnoar’d in Severn, Trent, and Terns, 
Shall plough the Ocean with their gilded Stems, 

And in their hollow bottoms youconvay 
To Lands inrich’d with gold, with pearls and gems. 

But above all, where many thoufands ftay 
Of wronged Indians, whom you {hall fct free 

From Spanijh yoke, and Romes Idolatry. 

All this and mbte; by you {hall fare be done. 

Yet I no Prophet, nor no Prophets fonne* 

'Thomas Cb doner. 

? 
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I 

OF THE 

V VES T INDIES 
CHAP. I. 

How Rome doth yearly vifit the American and Aft an Kingdoms. 

E policy, which for many yeares hath upheld the erring 
Church of Rome, hath clearly and manifeftly been difcovered 
by the many Errors which in Overall times by fundry Sy¬ 
nods or Geneiall Councells , (which commonly are but 
Apes of the Popes fancy, will, pleafare, and ambition ) have 
been enaffced into that Church. And for fuch purpofcs doth 
that man of Sinne, and Antichriftian tyrant, keep conftantly 
In Rome fo many poor Penfionary Bifliops as Bounds at his 
table, fmelling out his ambitious thoughts, with whom he fills 

the Synods,when he calls them,charging them never to leave off barking and wearying 
out the reft of the Prelates, untill they have them all as a prey unto his proud and ambi¬ 
tious defignes; from which if any of them dare to ftart,not onely their Penfions (hall 
befurely forfeited, but their fouls fhall bee curled, and they as Hereticks Anathemati¬ 
zed with a Cenfurc of Excommunication latafmtmi*. Hence fprung that Mafter- piece of 
Policy,decreeing that the Pope alone ftiould be above the Generali Councell, left other- 
wife one Mans pride might be curbed by many heads joyned together; And fccondly, 
that Synodicall definition, that the Pope cannot erre, that though theCouncels power, 
wifdome and learning were all lifted into one mans brain, all points of faith ftraitnecj 
into one head and channellj yet the People fhould not ftagger in any lawful! doubts, 
nor the learned fort follow any more the light of reafon,or the funfhine of the Gofpel, 
but all yeelding to blind Obedience, and their moftholy Fathers infallibility, in the 
foggie and Cimmerian mift of ignorance,might fecure their fouls from erring, or devia¬ 
ting to the ScyUa or Cbarjbdis of Schifm and Herefie. What judicious eye, that will 
not be blinded with the napkin of ignorance, doth not eafily fee that Policy only hath 
been the chief Aftor of thofe damnable Opinions of Purgatory, Tranfubftantiation, 
Sacrifice though unbloody (as they term it)oftheMafs,Invocation of Saints,their Cano¬ 
nization or inftalling of Saints into the kingdom of heaven, Indulgences,auricular Con- 
fe(fion,with fatisfa&ory Penance,and many iuch like: Ail which doubtles have been com¬ 
manded as points of Faith, not fo much to favc thofe wretched fouls,as to advance thac 
crackt-brain head in the conceits of his European wondercrs , who long agoewere 
efpyedoutby the Spirit of >£*wondring after the Beaft, worfhipping him for his 
power, and faying,is like unto the Beafi, who is able to mak$ wane with him} Revel, i 
3,4. Thus Can Policy invent a Purgatory, that a Pope may be fought from all parts of 
furope,nay now from Eaft and Weft India's, to deliver fouls from that imaginary Fire 
which never God created, but hehimfclfhathfancyed, thatfo much glory may be afcri- 
bed to him, and his power wondered at, who can plunge into torments, condemn to 
burning, and when he lift,deliver out of fire. Much more would he be admired, and his 

b 8 goodneft 
» 



a A Nw Survey of the Weft'Indies. 

goodnefle extolled, if he would deliver at once ail thoie nis Purgatory Prifoners with¬ 
out that Simoniacall receipt of money. But policy can afford an infinite price and value 
of afacrificeof the Made, to delude the ignorant people, that, though they leave their 
whole eftates to enrich Cloyfters, and fat pr^ud Prelates and Abbots; yet this is no¬ 
thing, and comes farre fhort (being finitejto that infinite Sacrifice, which oneiy can and 
reaft deliver their fcoiching, nay broy ling fouls: And if this infinite Sacrifice be not 
enough,(which will not be enough,whereasChriftsinfinit fatisfa&ion was not enough 
in the opinion in that erroneous Church)Policy will give yctpower to a Pope Jr divitU 

affiuanty if money and rich bribes abound, to grant fuch plenary Indulgences, Which 
may upon one Saints day, or at fuch a Saints * Altar 9 work that foul out, which 
lyeth lurking and frying in the deepeft pit of Purgatory* Q who is like unto the 
Beaft? But will thole that wonder at him, bee alio wondrcd at as workers of 
wonders and miracles ? Policy will give power to a Pope to canonize fuch , and 
and fet them at Gods right hand, fit to be prayed unto, and called upon as Judges of our 
neceffitics, and Auditors of our wants: But this honor muft be given, alter that the 
whole Colledge of Cardinalls have been clothed with new Purple Robes, and Loads 
of money brought to the Court of Rome, Witnefs thole many thoufand pounds, 
which the City of Barcelona, and the whole Country of Catalonia (pent in the Canoni¬ 
sing of Raimundtts de Tennafort^z Dominican Fryer: Witnefle at lead ten Millions,which 
I have been credibly informed, that the Jefuites (pent for the canonization of their two 
Twins, Ignatius Loiola, and Francifcw Xavier, whom they call the Eaft India Apoftle. 
And it is notfeven years ago yet that it was my chance to travail from Frank^ord in Ger¬ 
many as far as Mill an in company of one Fryer John Baptijl a Francifcan, who told me. 
That was the fourth time of his going to Rome from Valencia in the Kingdome of Arra- 

gon in Spain about the Canonization of one John Capijlrano of the fame Order; and that 
befides the great Aimes which he had begged over many Countreys, (and in that journey 
Went purpofely to lnfpnrg to the Prince Leopoldo for his Aimes and Letters of commen¬ 
dation to the Pope and Cardinals) he had lpent of the City of Valencia onelyfivethou- 
land Duckets, and yet was not his Saint enthroned, as hedefired, in heaven; But ftill 
money was wanting,and more demanded forihe dignifying with a Saints title him,who 
had lived a Mendicant and begging Frier. Thus are thole blinded Nations brought by 
Policy to run to Rome with rich trealures, and thus doe they ftrive who fhall have moll 
Saints of their Countrey or Nation, though impoverifhingthcmfelvesj whilft at Rome 
ambition and Policy fay not, It is enough,fit matesfor the Horfleechhis two daughters, 
crying. Give, give, ?rov.$©. 15. Give, fay they, and the rigid Penance juftly to be impo- 
fed upon thee for thy finnes mod hainous, fhall be extenuated and made eafiefor thee* 
Give, fay they, andthoufhtttbedifpenfed withto marry thy neareft Kinfwoman or 
Kinfman. It would be a long dory to infert here how the Popes policy fucks out of 
“England our gold and iilver for the authorizing of our Papids private Chambers and 
Altars for the gaining of Indulgences in them,and delivering of fouls out of Purgatory, 
when Mattes are faid and heard at them. Thus hath Romes policy blinded and deceived 
many of the European Kingdomes; and with the fame greedinefle gapes at Afia and 
America. W ho would not admire to fee that at this day in America oneiy , the Popes 
authority and ufurped power is extended to as many Countreys as all Europe containes, 
wherein no Religion but meer blinde Obedience and fubjeftion to thet Man of Sin is 
known > And daily may it more and more encreafe, whereas the King of Spain gloryetfi 
to have received from the Pope power over thole Kingdomes farr greater than any other 
Princes of Europe have enjoyed from him. But the pity is,that what power thefe Princes 
have, they muft acknowledge it from Rowe, having given their own power and ftrength 
onto the Beaft, Revel. 17.13. flittering themfelves to be diverted of any Ecclefiafticall 
power over the Clergy, and unabled to tender any Oath of Supremacy and Allegiance to 
their own and naturall fubje&s, oneiy fo farre as his Holinette fhall give them power. 
Which, Policy lince the firrt Conqiieft of the Weft India's^ and ambition to advance 
the Popes name, hath granted to the Kings of Spain, by a fpeciall title, naming thofe 
Kingdomes,E/ Patrimonio Rea!, The Royall Patrimony; upon this Condition, that 
the King of 5;«Bmuft maintain there the preaching of the Gofpel, Fryers, Priefts and 
Jefuites to preach it with all the erroneous Popifhdo&rines, which tend to the advance¬ 
ment of the Popes glorv, power, and authority. S© that what power heehith diverted 
himfelf of, and inverted the Pope with j what power other Princes arc diverted of, and 
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the King of Spain in his Kingdomes of Europe, from medling in Ecclefiafticall affaires, 
or with Ecclefiafticall men ; Arch-Bifhops, Bifhops, Prcifts, Jefuhes, Monkes and 
Fryers- that fame power by way of RoyaH Patrimony is conferred upon him in the 
India's only. And this only politickly to maintain there Popery:el(c never would it have 
fo much increafed therefor poor Preilfs and mendicant Fryers would never have had 
means enough to beatthechargesof fending yeerly Floekcs and Sholes of Fryers thi¬ 
ther , neither to keep and maintain them there i neither would the covetoufnefle of 
the Popes themfelves have afforded out of their full and rich treafiires, means fufficienc 
for the maintaning of fo many thoufand Preachers as at this day are preaching there,, 
more Rome and Antichrifts name,then the name of Chritt and the truth ofthcGofpel! 
And policy having thus opened way to thole American parts, the charges thus being 
laid upon the Crown of Spain, and the honour of a Royall Patrimony, with power 
over the Clergy thus conferred upon the Kings of Spain; how doth the Pope yeerly 
charge the Catholike King with troopes of Jcfuites and Fryers to be conveyed thi- 
ther?^ Now the Jefuites (the beff fcholars of Romes policy) feeing this to bee thus 
fetlcd between the Pope and the King of Spain, for the increasing of their Order, and 
to fuppreffe the increafe erf other Religions there^ave thought firftof a way of chal¬ 
lenging all the India9j to themfelves, alleadging that Francis Xavieriut companion of 
Ignatius Loiola was the firft Preacher that ever preached in the Eafi India's, and fb by 
right that they being of his profcffion ought only to befent thither.But this their way 
being hopped by the oppofition of all other Religious orders, efpecially by the folici- 
tation of one Fryer Diego CcUiado, a Dominican, as hereafter I will fhew more large¬ 
ly: Now,fccondIy,their policy is to leane more to the Popes of Row^thenany other 
of thole Orders, by a fpeciall Vow which they make above the three Vowes of other 
orders. Poverty, Chaftity, and Obedience to their fuperiorsj to wit, to be alwaies 
ready to go to preach when or whither foever the Pope fhall lend them,and to advance 
bis name, defend his power in what parts foever, maugre whatfoever danger, or op¬ 
pofition. Thus though the remotenelfe of America may difeourage other Orders from 
going thither to preach, and their freewill which is left unto them to make choice of 
fo long and tedious a journey may retard their readinefle, and the dangers of the Bar* 

barians^ unwillingnefle to fubmitt© a Popes power, and admit ©fa new Religion as fu- 
perftitious as their own, may affright them from hazarding their lives among a barba¬ 
rous, rude, and idolatrous people • yet if all others faile, the Pope, and the Tefu- 
ites being thus agreed, and the King of Spain bound by the new RoyaH Patrimony, 
Preachers have nor, nor fhall ever be wanting in thofe parts:’ And in Head of the old 
Jemitesand Preachers grown in age, yeerly are fent thither Miffions( asthey call 
them; either of Voluntiers, Fryers mendicant?, Preifts or Monkes, or elfe of forced 
Jefuites: All whichentring once into the Lift and Bond of Miffionaries, muft abide 
there,and be maintained by the King of Spain ten yeers. And whofoever before the 
ten yeers expired, fhall.defire to fee Spain again, or runagate-like fhall return, maybe 
con (trained (if taken in Spaing to return again to the India's, as it happened whiift 
l lived in thofe parts, to one Fryer Peter de Balcazar a Dominican, who privily fly¬ 
ing back to Spain, was the year after Ihipped, andreftored again to his forced fervice 

under the Pope of Rome. And thus doth policy open the wayes to thofe gemote and 
forain parts of America. Thus hath policy wrought upon the Kings of Spain. and 
Jefiiiticall policy meeting with Antichrifts policy and Ambition, doth Rome'yeerly 
vific her new nurfed Children greeting that Infantile Church of Afia and America with 
troopes of meffengers one after another, like JFoAr meflengers, bringing under pretence 
of lalvatioh, damnation and mifery to their poor and wretched fouls. 

CHAP. II. 

Shewing that the Indians wealth under a pretence of their Converfion hath cor- 
ruped the hearts of peer begging Fryers, withJinfe, hatred, and ambition, 

ITh a moft truea»d certain faying, Odia F-tligionttm funt ocerbippms, hatred grouR- 
dca in points and differences of Religion (let me adde, if ambition blow the fire to 

that hatred ) is the moft bitter arid rincapable of reconciliation. Nay, it is an obfer- 

B * vatioW 
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vation worth noting of fome (fee Doftor Day upon the i Cor.^ 16.9. Verfe ) that the 
neerer any are unto a conjua&ion in matters of Religion, and yet fome difference re¬ 
tained, the deeper is the hatred; As hee obferves, a Jew hates a Chriftian farre worfe 
thenhee doth a Pagan, oraTurke; a Papift hates a Proteftant worfe then hee doth 
a Jew, and aFormalift hates a Puritan worfe then hee doth a Papift. No fuch hatred 
under heaven ( faith hee) as that between aFormalift, and a Puritan, whereof our 
BOwDomeftick and Civill Warres may bee a fad and woefull experience. A truth 
which made ?aul bur ft out into a lamentable complaint, 1Cor. 16. p. faying, A great 

dome and effectual! is opened unto mee^attd there are many adverfaries. 
And as when the doore of true Faith once is opened, then Adverfaries begin to 

fwarrae and rage., fo in all points of falfe and fained Religion where the entrance to 
it is laid open, hatred and enmity will a& their parts. But much more if with fuch 
pretended Religion, Wealth and Ambition as counterfeit Mates thruft hard to enter 
at the opened doore, whatftrife, hatred, and envy doe they kindle even in the hearts 
of fiich who have vowed poverty and the contemptof worldly wealth ? I may adde 
to what hath beene obferved above, that no hatred is comparable to that which is be- 
tweene a Jefuite and a Fryer, or any other of Romes Religious Orders; And above all 
yet betweenea Jefuite, and a Dominican. The ambition and pride of Jefuites is in- 
confiftent in a Kingdome or Common-wealth with any fuch as may bee equall to them 
in Preaching,Counfell or Learning. Therefore ftrive they fo much for the education 
of Gentlemens Children in their Colledges, that by teaching the fonnes, the love ot 
the fathers and mothers may bee more eafily gained : and their love and goodwill 
thus gained, theymay withallgaine tothemfelves whatfoever praife, honour,glo¬ 
ry may bee fit to bee beftowed upon any other Ecclefiafticall Perfon. Which Policy 
and Ambition in them being fo patent and knowne to all the World, hath ftirred up in 
all other Religions a hatred to them uncapable ever of Reconciliation. This hath 
made them all to confpire againft them, and to difeover their unfatisfied covetoufneffe 
in beguiling the rich widowes of what meanes hath beene left them by their deceafed 
husbands, to creft and build thole ftatcly Colledges beyond the Seas, the fight where¬ 
of both outward and inward doth draw the ignorant people to refort more to their 
Churches and preaching then to any other. Thus whileft in Venice^ they got the fa- 
vourof one of the chief Senatours of that Common-wealth, they politickly drew 
him to make his will according to their will and pleafure,leaving to his fonand heire 
no more then what they fhould think fit to afford him.But they appropriating to them¬ 
felves the chiefeft part ©f the young heires meanes, and with fo proud a legacy think¬ 
ing to overpower all other Orders, were by them oppofedfo, that the Will was called 
for by the whole State and Senatours of Fe»zce,fully examined, and they commanded 
to reftorc to the heire the whole Eftate asenjoyed by his Father. Well did that wile 
Senate conceive, that as one Nobleman had been cheated by them of his fortunesjo 
might they one by one, and fo at.length the riches of Venice might become a treafore 
onely for Jefuites to maintaine the pride and pompeof their glorious fabricks. And 
though thofe vowed fervants to the Pope obtained his Excommunication againft the 
whole Eftate of Venice upon non-complying with the forefaid Will and Teftament; 
yet foch was the preaching of all other Preifts and Orders againft them, that they 
caufed the State to flight the Excommunication, and in lieu of making them heires ot 
the deceafed Senatours Eftate, they fhamefullybani&ed them out of Venice. Thus alfo 
have the Preifts and Fryers of Bifiayam Spain prevailed againft the admitting of Je- 
foits into San-Sebnflian,though by the favour of fome they have in feverall oocafionsob- 
tained an houfe and ereffced a Bell to ring and fummon in the People to their pretended 
Church and CoJledge. Nay the very houfe wherein their Patron Ignatius Loiola lived, 
have they often ferioufly offered to buy for a Colledge; yet fuch hath been the oppo- 
fition of the Preifts and Fryers of that Countrey, that they have dallied to nought 
their often iterated endeavours to purchafe that which they efteem their chiefeft Relique. 
But to cbtnc neerer to our owne Countrey, whatacombuftion did this firife betweene 
Jefuites and other Preifts of England e^uft among our Papifts ten yeares agoe, when 
the Pope fending into England Doftor Smith pretended Bilhopo fChalcedm to bee the 
Metropolitan head Over all the Clergy and other Orders, how then was it to fee the 
pride of the Jefuites as iaconfiftent with any one that might oyerfway them, or gain 
more credit then themfelves ^ who never left perfecting the BUhop, till by the 

Popes 
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Popes Letters they hadbani(h:dhimoutofE»'/W Whichcm-Mie rh» f t n~^T 
gaining yet t. head ovmhetn with tide of Archdeacon l^n * ^“L"P",fts 

ail Papiftscomers and goers to S t,U!® to entertaine there 
of moil ofthe Panilis ,ffX f a t i and fo,mi«ht w,n to themfelves the hearts s=si|sps 
S^assssssssss 
SssSSS^sssess 
and from the gteateft part ofthe Eliate of Mr. S MM, whom whTju-h 
m their Colledgts, they cherifhed with their beftdaindes a„dS h„™. ,k h 
day heeftould bee a Canonized Saint of their Relieious Order rtli "°Pes ,bfc 
even thofePreifts of thefamePopifl, P.el miL , f AlIt!>ef= knavenesdoe 
to make them od.ous. Andthoui of alTX fc f”’ and thereby endfaTO' 

^ l^t p*00** the Secular Preifts, Benedi&inle Monktj ^an^the Fcy^from this dan-T*^ 
naUefinne; who alfo drive for wealth and meane,foXr 

Collcdges, and lofe no opportunities at the death of their Popifh favourites for the 

^t^ttefforthdr^MaffM 0r^us^be^thnf><!>Uir^S3KI^Ur*n^t!1611 ** f°uks *** 
zeale of fonles feeke toruppreffe one ano hlr 'if ?"**“ *? ‘t ^ be3t ofth™ 
they the Converfion of Emltlj theoneWobieft ofth® T't P°Vert7f y« ™ke 

fUnd upon theirGttardin their Cloifters in many Sides! T?f"£ '° 

«can Library, where was found the quite contrar/ wo^^o w^t^eTlfl^te' 

' B 3 had 
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had caufed to be printed hec was forced to conteffe his knavery, was hardily repre¬ 
hended, and with the apprehenfion of that great affront, the next night gave up is 

ohoft to his father, thefatherof lies and falfhood. , , 
b Anotherreafonof this mortallenmity between thefe two Orders, is for that the 

Tefa'»tesfurpafle all others in ambition of honour, credit, and eftimatton, whence 
it is they cannot indure to behold the Dominicans to exceed them in any preferment. 
Now it is that by the Laws of Anagon and theKingdome of Valencia, the,Kings.°* 
Spain are tied to have a Dominican Fryer for their ConfefTor or ghotily father^which 
could but the Jefuites obtain, how would they then rule and gowra. Spam ana the 
Kings heart? ‘But though they could never yet prevail to alter t.us eUabluhed law, yet 
have they prevailed now lately fo that Antoniode Sotomajor the King;oii SpurnrContef- 
for fhould lie at reft in the Court of Madrid, with a penhon and dry title only, 
and that Florenda that grand Statift fhould be ConfefTor to the Count of Olivares, the 
Roy all Iffue, the Queen,and fhould hear the Kings confeflionsoftner then bis chofen 
andele&ed ConfefTor Sotomajor. Secondly,the Dominicans asfirft Authors of the In- 
quifition ( which they prove from their Martyr Fttetoi Verona ) ft ill enjoy the high 
places of that Court, which is a wofull fight to the: Jefuites to fee their Religion af¬ 
faires handled, their Church kept pure from what they call herefy by any but them- 

felves. O had they ( as they have often ftrived for it) in their hands the judicature 
of thattribunall, how fhould all Dominicans,nay all forts of Preifts but their own, 
prefcntly by them be branded with herefy? Thirdly, in Rowe there is an other prefer¬ 
ment fucccffively due to Dominicans,from the time of Dminicus dt Guzman founder 
of that Religion,to wit,tobe magi ft er SacriPahatii, the Popes Palace mafter,inftmited to 
this purpofe that about him there may be fome learned Divine ( for common.y the 
Popes are more Statifts3and Canonifts,then Divines ) to read a daily le&ureof Divim y 
to fuch as will be inftru&ed thcrein,and to refolve the Pope himfelfeof whatsoever dif¬ 
ficult points in Divinity may be queftioned. This is the Dominicans due with a penft- 
onto maintain Coach and fervants within the Palace of St- Peter. Which the Jeiuices 

have often by favour and cunning Jefuiticall trickes endeavoured to bereave the Domi¬ 
nicans of r but proving labour in vain, they continue ftill in their implacable enmity 
and hatred againft them. And thus you fee the fountames of their ftnfe; which as 
here in Europe hath been well feen, fo hath this contentious fire overpowered the fire ot 
their zeal of foules in the Baft and Weft-Indies-, and the wealth and riches of tho e 
Countries, the ambition of honor in their Gofpel function hath more powerfully 
drawn them thither,thcn(what they pretend)the converfion of a barbarous and idol * 
trous nation.This was well published to the view of the whole world by a moft infa¬ 
mous libel which in the year 1626 fryer Diego deCoSiado a miffionary Fiyer m ?hlUPPl 
nos and Japan fet out of the unheard of paffages and proceedings of the jefuites in tho c 
Eaftern parts. At that time the Jefuites pretended that rniffion to themfelves only , and 
petitioned the King of Spain, that only they might go thither to preach, having been 
the firft plantation ofFrancifcw Xavier, and fince continued fuccemve y y e 
Preifts. To this purpofe they remembred the King of the great c^ar^s, W^S a* 
fending fo many Fryers and maintaining them there; ail which fhould be faved,might 
they only have free ingreffe into thofe Kingdomes. All which charges they offered 
themfelves to beare, and further to bring up the Indians in the true faith , to lnltruCt 
them and civilize them, to teach them all liberall fciences , and to perfeft them in mu- 
fickand all muficail inftruments,andin fcncing,dancing,vaulting,paintmg andwhac- 
foever els might make them a compleat, and civill people. But againft all this was ob- 
iefted by Diego Colli ado, that notzeal only and charity moved them to this offer,but their 
ambition and covetoufneffe, which would foon be feen in their encroaching upon the 
filly and iimple Indians wealth* bringing inftances of many thoufand pounds which 
they had fqueezed from the poore Barbarians in the Ifiands of Philippine-, And that 
their ernrins into Japan was more to enrich themfelves, then1 to convert the japomans 
toChriftianifroe: that whenfoever they entred into theKingdome they conveyed from 
Manilas hole (hips laden with the rickeft commodities of thofe Iflandsj that theirgra¬ 
ding was beyond all other Merchants trading, their Bench for exchange mony farre 
moreaccuifomed then any other whither for China, for Japan,lor Pent and Mexico-, 

and that the Viceroy himfelfe madeafe of none other, but their.". That to keep out 
RH other orders out of Japan, they had ingratiated themfelves fo farre, under pretence 
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of trading, into the Empcrours favour by gifts of Watches, Clocks, Dials, Lockes, 

and Cabinets, and fiich like prefencs of moft curious and artificial! Workman(hip,that 
they had got free accede to his Court, and counfelled him to beware of Fryers, which 

cunningly crept into his Kingodme to preach a new law, perfwadinghim by rigorous 
fcarch and enquiries to root them outtthuspolitickly for their own ends hindering the 

increafcof Chriftiamfrne by any means or inftruments live themfclves; andblinding 

the Emperors eyes with their cunning in(inuations,that he might not fee in them,whac 
they defired he might difcover in others, thatthey might appear in (heep skins, and 

others clothed with wolves skins; and fo the Fryers might have little heart to trade, 
but enough to doe to fave themfelves from the ftormy perfecution, w hi I ft they freely 

might enjoy the liberty of rich trading. This brand upon thefe cunningfoxes was 
commanded to be printed, thankes given to*DkgoCeUiado for difcovering to the Eftate 

their crafty proceedings :th notafewtenents maintained by them in japan even a- 

gainft their owneSoveraigne; a fat Biftioprick was offered to the Fryer, which he refu¬ 
ting, commiflion was given unto him for the railing of forty Fryers out of Spain, and 

the conducing of them to the Iflandsof Fbilippinaf, and thatitfhould be free for ail 
Preifts and Fryers, as well as Jefuites,to paffe to thofc parts for the preaching of Chrift 

and the extending of Chriftianifme among the Heathens and Barbarians. O that this 

my difeovery made to England of thofc dilfemblingand falfe Preifts , would make us 

wife to know and difcover under the afhes of their pretended PveIigion,the fire of ftrife 

and contention which they kindle in Kingdomes, and to rake up that covetoufneffe* 
which we may eafiiy find in them; tending to the mine of many fair eftates,and to the 
temporall and fpirituall danger of this our flourifhing Kingdome ! 

CHAP. III. 

Shewing the manner of the Mijfions of Fryers and Jefnites to the 
India’s. 

All the Kingdomes of America, that have been conquered by the Kings of Spain ' 

ire divided as into feverall temporall governments, fo into feverall fpirituall jurifc 
di&ioHs, under the name of Provinces, belonging unto feverall religious Orders, and 

their Provincials. Thefc thoughfofarrediftant from Europe, yet live with a depen¬ 
dency and fubordination unto the Court of Rome, and are bound to fend thither a 

fttift account and relation of what moft remarkable paffages and fuccefies happen 
there, as alfo what want of Preachers there is in every feverall Province. Which is to 

be performed in this manner. Every religious Order ( except the Jefuites and Domi¬ 

nicans, whole Generali continueth till death, unlefle a Cardinals cap be bellowed 
upon him ) maketh eleftion of one of the fame order to be the head Ruler, or( as 

they call hira)GeneraIl overall thofc of the fame profelfion every fixth year.The fubje&s 
unto this Generali which are dilperfed in Italy, Germanyi Flanders, F ranee ^ Spain, Jsajl 

and JFtfi-India’s are divided intofundry Provlnces.as in Spain there is one Province of 
Andaluzia, another o f Caftilianutva, new Caftile, another of C aft ilia vieia, old 

Caftile, another of Valencia , another of Arragon, of Murcia, of Catalonia • So 
likewifein America there is the Province of Mexico, of Mechoacan^ of Guaxaca,of Chi- 

apa and Guatemala, of Cbmajagua, Nicaragua and the like. Every Province of thefc 

hatha head named the Provincial!, chofcn by the chief of the Province every three 
years; which ele&ion is called a Provincial! Chapter,and the former a Generali Chap- 

ter,which alfo is allotted to be in fome chief City ,cotumonIy in Italy ,F ranee, or Spain* 
W hen the Provinciall Chapter is kept,then by the confent of all that meet in it is there 

one named by name of Procurator or Diffinitor, who is to gee in the name of the 
whole Province to the next ele&ion of the Generali, and there to demand fuch things 

as his Province (hall think fit, and to give an accountof the (fate of the Province from 

whence he is fcnt. Thus from the JVefi-lndia’j are lent Procurators, who commonly 
are the b?ft prizes the Holland (hips meet with, for that they carry with them great 

wealth, and gifts to the Generalls, to the Popes and Cardinals and Nobles in Spain, 
as bribes to facilitate whatfoever juft or unjuft , right or wrong they are to demando 

Among other bufineftes their charge is this, to make known the great want of labo- 
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fers intheaboundant and plentiful! harvell of thclndids (though not all Provinces 

demand Preachers from Spain as I will fhew hereafter) and to defire a number o* 

thirty or forty young Preifts, who may be fit for any India?! language and to fucceed the 

The Order of the Province being read to the Generali, or his Generali Chapter,tnen 

are Letters Patents granted u;.to this Procurator from the Generali, naming him his 

Vicar Generali for fuch a Province, and declaring his fufficiency ana worthy parts, 

(though none at all in him, as [ have beene witneffe of feme ) the great paineshee 

hath taken in the new planted Indian Church, and how fit hcc hath been judged to 

convey to thole parts, a Million of fuch as (hall voluntarily offer them.elvcs for the pro¬ 

bation of Ghrillianity amongft thole Barbarians. Then the uimy Indian Fryer be¬ 

ing well fet out with high Commendations,and fairly pain ted with flattering FI ogles, 

oreients thefe bis Patents (and with them perad venture a little, wedge of Gold, a Box 

ofPearles, fome Rubies or Diamonds, a Cheft ofCochinill, or Sugar,with fome boxes 

of curious Chocolatte, cr fome feather works of Meck.aca;^ fome fniall hints of his 

great paines and labour) to the Pope 5 who for his firft reward gives him his Toe and 

Pantofle to kiffe, Seconding this honour with a joy full countenance to behold an A- 

poftle judging him worthy of the beft of the Indian wealth, and bis foule peradventure 

fit for the title of a Saint; This complacency in the gift and the giver, breeds imme¬ 

diately a momproprius in his Holineffe to grant a Bull with a degree of the Popes 

Commiffary. wherein this poore Mendicant Fryer is inabled to runne over all the 

Cloifters of his Profeflion in Spain, to gather up his thirty or fotty yong Preachers. 

Who for their better encouragement are at their firft lilling by the 1 opes Authority ab- 

folved dculpa & Abanayfrom all finne, and from their Purgatory and Hell due unto it, 

by a plenary Indulgence. And whofoever (hall oppofe,or any way difeourage this Popes 

Commiffary,or thofe that are or would be lifted by him, arc ipfofattoexcommumcated 

with an Anathem referved only to this Commiffary or his Holinels himlt.f.O what is it 

to fee, when fuch a Commiffaries coming is knowen,how the young birds, that as in 

Cages are fhut up within the walls of a Cloifter, leap and chenfh themlelves with hopes 

of liberty > What is it to fee difordered Fryers, who for their mifdemeanours, and 

leaping over their Cloifter wals in the night to find out their wanton harlots, have 

beenimprifoned, now rejoyce at the coming of a Popes Commiffary, and Plenary 

Indulgence,freeing them from finnes paft, and fitting them for the Conversion of fouls, 

though there one be not averted from their Harlot,nor as yet truly and unfainedly con¬ 

verted to the love of God ? True it is, I have kowne fome that have written their 
names in the lift of Indian Mitfmariej, men of fober life and Conversion, moved 

onely with, a blind zeale of encreafingthe Popifti Religion : yet I dare fay and confi¬ 

dently print this truth without wronging the Church of Rome, that of thirty or forty 

which in fuch occafions are commonly tranfported to the India*the three parts of 

them arc Fryers of leud lives, weary of their retired Cloifter lives, who have beenc 

punifhed often by their Superiours for their wilfull back-Aiding from that obedience 

which they formerly vowed , or for the breach of their poverty in clofeiy retaining 

money by them to Card and Dice, of which fort I could here namely infert a long 

and tedious Catalogue ; or laftly fijeh, who have beenimprifoned for violating their 

vow of chaftity with leud and lafcivicus women, either by fecret flight from their 

Cloifters, or by publike Apoftatizing from their Order, andcloathing themlelves in 

Lay-mens Apparefl, to run about the fafer with their wicked Concubines. Of which 

fore it was my chance to bee acquainted with one Fryer lohn Navarro a Francifcan in 

theCityof Guatemala, who after hce had in fecular apparell enjoyed the leud com¬ 

pany of on e Amaryllis a famous Woman player in .Spain ftor the fpace of a year, fear¬ 

ing at 1 aft hee might bee discovered, lifted himfelfeina Million to Guatemala the year 

1632, there hopingto enjoywith more liberty and lefle fearcof punifhment any luft- 

full or carnfuli objeft. Liberty ?in a word, under the Cloak of Piety and Converfion 

of SouleSjitis, that drawes fo many Fryers ( and commonly the ypunger fort) to 

thofe remote American parts- whereafter they have learned tome Indian language, 

they are licenced with a Parifti Charge to live alone out of the fight of a watching 

Prior orSupericur, out of the bounds and compaffeof Cloifter walls, and author^ 

Zed tokeephoufeby themfelves, and to finger as many Spanifh Patacones, their 

wits device (hall teach them to fqueezeout of the newly Converted Indians wealth. 1 nis 
liberty 
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liberty they could never injoy in Spain, and this libetty isthe Midwife of' fo^nTfouk 

falls of wicked Fryers in thole parts. For theprefentonely, I (fall return again to my 

Fryer lohn Navarro^ho at bis comniing to Guatemslajodng made for his wit and lear¬ 
ning,Mailer and Readerof Divinity, and much elkemed of for his acute Preaching a- 

mongmany others got theeftinution and love of a chief Gentlewoman , (Quo femel eft 
imbuta rectns ftrvabit odoremjefta din)who continued in Navarro his heart the former Pent 

of the unchaft love of Amaryllis, lb far that the Fryer being blinded and wounded with 

Cupids Arrow flicking in his heart,ran headlong to quench hisluftfull thirft upon St. 

James his day, 16 35 .for better memory of the Tragical eventf being the Spaniards com-* 

mon Advocate,and fpeciall Patron of that City5named Sc .Jagode Guatemala) where cru- 
ell Mars oppreflingF'mar in her wanton Atts,the injured husband afting Marsfr find¬ 

ing Navarro Cupids page faluting his Venus upon her bed, drew his fword, cutting the 

Fryerfirftin the head and faee^who ftrugling with death,and purchafmg his life with a 
fwift and nimble flight to a Garden, where his own brother a Fryer of the fame Order 

& Pander to that foul a£t, entertained the Motherlefle children; for the husband having 
milled his fatall blow (willingly as fome imagined , or unwillingly as others judged) 
in the Fryers heart, wilfully laid it in the throatof his unchaft Wife,fcarce leaving way 

for breath to make a fpeedy Confeflion ofherlinneto Navarro his Brother- who ten" 
dring her foule as much as his Brother had tendred her bodyabfolved her from her 

finne, finding Agues, though no uttering fpeech of Repentance, while the murderer 
fled, and the murdered lay in thedoore of her houfe for a lad objeft to all, that imme¬ 
diately flocked thither to fee that bloody Tragedy. The Wife being the fame day buried* 

the Husband being retired to a dole San&uary, Navarro was carried to his Convent to 

bee cured 5 and after his Cure was banilhed that Country j whom two yeares after 
it was my chance to meet in Cartagena returning to Spain with his (card face, bearing 

the marke ofhislafcivious life, andofthatliberty which heehad injoyedin Amnicl 
Such are the fruits of the zeale of thofe wretches, who upbraid our Church and Mini- 

fters for want of zeale to labour in the Convepfion of Infidels. Who when they ar¬ 

rive to thofe parts, are entertained with ringing of Bells, with founding of Trumpets 
moft part of the way as they travaile,and as Apoftles are received by the Indians ^though. 

foon tike Judas they fall from their calling, and forpleafureand covetoufnefle fell a- 

way Chrift from their Soules. England may here learn to beware of fuch Converters, 

who are daily by name of Milfionaries lent hither by the Pope to preach among us Po- 
pery - but like Navarro come to feed and cherilh their wanton lults,as I could give ma¬ 

ny inftances, might I not be cenftircd for Iongdigreflions in mingling EnglilhHiftories 
with my American Travail es. 

CHAP. IV. 

Shewing to what Provinces of the Eaft and Weft India’s belonging to the Crown 
0/ Caftilia are fent Miftions of Fryers and Iefrites. And ftp eci ally of the 
Mifftion fent in they ear e 1625. 

IN all the Dominions of the King of Spain in America, there are two forts of Spaniards 

more oppolite one to another then in Europe the Spaniard is oppofite to the French, 

or to the Hollander, or to the Portingall j To wit, they that are born in any parts ot 
Spaing nd goe thither, and they that arc borne' there of Spanilh parents , whom the 

Spaniards,to diftinguilh them from themfelves, termeCrzo/xV/ , fignifylng the Natives 

of that Countrey. This hatred is lb great, that I dare lay, nothing might] bee more 

advantagious then this, to any other Nation that would conquer America. And no¬ 
thing moreeahly gained, then the Wils and affe&ions ofthe Natives of the Country, 

to joyne with any otherNation to freeand refeue themfelves from that fubje&ion, or 
kind of flavery, which they fufier under the hard ufage of the Spaniards, and their 

partial! Government and juftice toward them, and thofe that come from Spain. This 

xs fb grievous to the poore Criolio’s cr Natives, that my fclle have often heard them 

fay. They would rather bee fubjeft to any other Prince* nay to the Hollanders, then 

to 
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to the Spaniards, it they thought they might enjoy their Religion ; anu others wip¬ 
ing the Hollanderj, wheh they tooke Truxillio in Honduras., had ttayed in it and entred 
further into the land, they Iheuld have been welcometothem - and that the Religion 

they enjoyed with fo much (lavery, was nothing fweet unto them. This mortal! ha¬ 
tred betwixt thele two fort* oi Spaniards, made the Criolio’s io ready to joyn againft 

the Marquefle of Gelms Viceroy of Mexico, in the tumult and mutiny oi that City, 
wherein they cleaving.to Von Alonfo dt Zerna , the Arch-Bilhop caufed the Viceroy to 

efcape for his life by flight, and would then have utterly rooted out the Spaniffi Go¬ 

vernment, had not fome Preifts diflwaded them from it} butofthis I lhall fpeak more 

lately hereafter. Thecaufeof this deadly hatred hath proceeded from a jealculie 

which the Spaniards have ever had of the Criolio’;*, that they would fains withdraw 
themfelves firftfrom the commerce with Spain, and fecondly, from the Government 

which is laid upon them ; which is fuch, that the Criolio’s muft be alwaies under, 

andafubjeft, alwaies governed, but fcarce any a Governour. Never yet was there 
(een any Criolio made Viceroy of Mexico, or Peru; or Prefident of Guatemala, or 

Santafe, or S. Domingo- or Governour of Tucatan0 Cartagena, Havana- or A.calde 
Mayor ( as they call them 3 of Suconttfco, Cbiapa, San Salvador, and fuch like places 

of credit. So like wife in the Courts of Chancery, as S'*- Domingo, Mexico, Guate¬ 

mala Lima, and the reft, where commonly there are Six, called Ojdores and one Fi- 

fcal * fcarce one of them to be found a Criolio, or native of the Countrey 5 though 

there be among them thofethatdefeendedof the chief Conquerors^* in Lima and Pep 
i rtt the Pizarros, in Mexico and Guaxaca the houie of the Marquefle Dell Valle , Ft di- 

nando Cortes hisSucceflfors, others of thehoufeof Giron, others of the houfe of Altt* 
arada, others of thtGufmants, finally many of thechiefefthoufesof Spaing yet none 

of thefe ever preferred to any dignity. And not onely thus are they kept from offices, 
but daily affronted by the Spaniards'as uncapable of any Government,and termed halfe 

Indians by them. _ v f . 
Which generall contempt hath alfo fpread it felfc in the Church, where no Criolio 

Preift is fcarce ever preferred to be a Bilhop,or Canon in a Cathredall Church, but all 

fuch as come from Spain.So likewife in the religious orders they have many years indea- 

vored to keep under and fupprefs fuch as have bin admitted to their orders of the natives 

of the Coun trey, left the number of them fhould prevail againtt thole that are brought 

from Spain^thcy have been very nice in choofing of theB33& though they have been for¬ 
ced to admit offome,yet ftil the Provincials,the Priors,and all Superiors have been \Spa- 
niards born in Spain. Till now lately fbme Provinces have got the upper hand andpre- 

vailed againft the Spaniards,8t have fb filled their cloifters with Criolio’s or narives,that 

they have utterly refilled to admit the fupplies of Spanijb Miffions which formerly were 
fent unto them, and till this day are fent to others.ln the Province of Mexico there are 
Dominicans,Francifcans,Auguftines,Carmelite8,Mercenarians, and Jefuites, whereof 

thejefuitesand Carmelites only to this day prevail againft Criolio’s,bringing every two 

or three years Miflions from Spain. The laft Million that was fent to the Mercenarians 
was the year 1625. and then was the oppofition fuch between that Million and the 

Criolio’s, that in the eleftion of the next Provincial! in their Cl oitter of Mexico, the 

Fryers drew knives one againft anothcr,and were like to kill each other, had not the 

Viceroy gone to theirCloifter to make peace, and imprifon Come of them. Yet at 
laft by the multitude of voices the native partly prevailed, and till this day have ex¬ 

empted themfelves from Spanijb Miflions, alleadging (as others have done 3 that they 
have Fryers enough in their Cloifters,and need none to be lent them from Spain 5 lub- 

mittingthemfelves to the Pope, andprefenting to him as (lately gifts as.ever Spaniards 

did before them. In the Province of Guaxaca none admit of Miffionaries from Spain 

true itis the Dominicans are but newly fubdued by the Criolian party; and as yet are 
ftrongly pleading at Rome for Spanijb Fryers, alleadging that the glory and lujtre of 
their Religion hath been much blurred fince the non-admittance of fupplies of 
their zealous Compatriots. The Province of Guatemala,^ which is of a large extent) 

containing Guatemala, Cbiapa, the Zoques, part of Tabafco, theZtldales, the Sacapu- 

las, the Vera Paz,si\\ the coaft lying to the South fea SucbutepeqUes and Soconufco, Comay- 
agtta, Honduras, S. Salvador,Nicaragua,hath in it thefe orders chiefly , Dominicans, 

Francifcans, Auguftines, (who are lubjcft to Mexicobcing one poore Cloifter in Gua¬ 

temala 3 Jeluites alio in Guatemala fubjeft to thegoverment of Mexico and Mecenariansj 
whereof 
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whereof the three orders of Dominicans, Francilcans, and Mercenarians, are the 
only Preachers and parilh Preifts throughout all the forenamed Provinces. And thefe 
three Orders have ftill kept under the Criolian party, never as yet fullering any of them 
to be Provincial!, bringing every two or three years fome one year and forne another, 
Milhous of Fryers from Spain to maintain and keep up their faction againft the Crio- 
lians.The Provinces of Peru being more diftant from Spain,and hard to come to by lea, 
have no Millions ftnt unto them.Therc are of the moft Romilh religious orders,yet the 
chief are Dominicans, and they all live above their vow of poverty ,abounding in wealthy 
riot, liberty and plcatures. IntheKingdomeof Nuevo reins de Granada, and Cartagena, 
Santa fce.B arinas, Pop ay an,.and the government of St.Martha,are Dominicans, Jefuites, 
Francilcans,Carmelites, Auguftines and Mercenarians;whereof the Dominicans, Jefu- 
ites and Francifcans till this day admit of Millions from Spain.The Ifland of Cuba, Ja¬ 
maica,la Margarita, Puerto rico, all are fubje&to the head Provincial! ofSanto Domingo, 

being Dominicans, Jefuites, and Franci(cans,and have all now and then Millions from 
Spain. Tucatm hath in itonl* Francifcans, who live moft richly and plentifully>and 
ftrongly uphold the Spanijh ; &ion with European Miftlom: Mechoaean belongeth to the 
CMp.xican Fryers, and is in the fame condition as was faid before of Mexico. Thus have 
I briefly run over ail America that pertains to the Crown of Ca(lilia:fov the Eafl-lndia't 

they belong to the Crown of Tortingall and BraJiN, as firft difeovered and pofleffed by 
the PortingaQs, and now doubtlelfe are fubjett to King lohn, the new King of Port'm~ 
gall. Yet the I(lands of Pbilippinat are lubje& to the King of Spain, and there are Do¬ 
minica nSjFrancifcans, Auguftines,and jefuites,all which lie ftill in wait in Manila the 
Metropolitan City, for fome fure (hipping to L/paw, to convert that Kingdome. And 
though they admit of fome few Crioli’os among them, efpecially fome of their Con¬ 
verts of China and Iapan • yet their chief number and ftrength is of Spanilh MiHio* 
uaries, who are more frequently conveyed thither then to the parts afore-mentioned 
of America. Firft they are tent in the (hips that are bound for Nueva Efpana and Mex¬ 

ico*, and after they have refted two or three moneths in Mexico, they are lent to Aca¬ 
pulco, ly ing on the Mar. delZ«r5there they are fhipped in two great Caracks which year¬ 
ly go and come richly laden with China,Iapan, and all Eajl-lndia ware from Manila to 
Acapulco to enrich Mexico with farre greater riches then any are fent by the North fea 
from Spain. Thevoiage from Acapulco thither, is longer then from Spain to Mexico* 
and caly and pleafant, though the return is farre longer and moft dangerous. The 
year of our Lord 1625. there were four Millions fent; the one of Francilcans to Tuca~ 

tan, the other of Mercenarians to Mexico, the other two of Dominicans and Jefuites 
to Philippine. At which time it was my fortune to refide among the Dominicans in 
Xenz in Andaluzia. The Popes CommilTary for that Million wasVryerMatbeo de la 

Villa, who having a Commiffion for thirty and having gathered fome 24 of them 
about Cajlilia and Madrid, lent them by degrees well ftored with mony to Calts.to take 
upa convenient lodging for himlelfeand the reft of hie crew, till the time of the let¬ 
ting forth of the Indian Fleet. This Commifiary named one Fryer AntonioCalvo to be 
hisluhftitute, andtovifittheCIoiftersof Andaluzia lying in his way ; namelyCWo- 
va9 StviU, S*‘ Lucar, and Xerez, to try if out of them he could make up his compleat 
number of thirty, which was after fully completed. About the end of May came 
this worthy Calvo to Kerrs,and in his Company one Antonio Melendez of the Colledge 
of S*' Gregory in Valladolid, with whom I had formerly neer acquaintance. This 
Melendez greatly rejoyced when he had found mee; and being well ftocked with India* 

Patacones; the firft night of his coming invited me to his chamber to a ftately flipper. 
The good Xerez Sack which was not fpared, let my friend in fuch a heat of zeale of 
converting laponians, that all his talke was of thole parts never yet leen, and at leaft 
fix thoufand leagues diftant. Bacchus metamorphofed him from a Divine into a 
Orator,and made him a Cicero in parts of Rhetoricall eloquence. Nothing was omit¬ 
ted that might exhort mee to joyne with him in that funftion, which he thought was 
Apoftolicali. Nemo ‘Propletain patri* Jua,was a great argument with him; fometimes 
he propounded Martyrdoms for the Gofpel fake, and the glory alter it, to have his 
life and death printed , and ofpoore Fryer Antony a Clothiers fon of Seqmvia to bee 
ftiled S*> Anthony by the Pope, and made collateral! with the Apoftles in heaven; thus 
did Bacchus make him ambitious of honor upon the earth, and preferrement in hea¬ 
ven. But when he thought this Pohetoricke had not prevailed, then would he a ft a 
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Midas and Cr&\w, fancying the indies paved with tiles ot gold and iiiver, ih~ Uones 
to be Pearls, Rubies, and Diamonds, the trees tobee himg'with clufters of nutmegs 
bigger then thecluftersof grapes of Carman, the fields to be planted with Sugar Canes, 
which fhould fo fweeten the that it (hom'd farre exceed the milke and hony 
of the land o t promife; the hikes of China hee conceited fo common , that the 
failesot the Chip3 were nothingelfe ; finally he dreamed of Midas happineffe, that 
whatfoever he touched fhould be turned to golu.-Thus did Xerez Neftar make my friend 
and mortified Fryer, a covetous worldling. Andyetfroni a rich covetous Merchant 
didiefhapehimtoa Courtier in pieafures; fancying the Philippine to be the Eden, 
where was all joy withouttearcs, mirth without fadneffe, laughing without forrow, 
comfort without griefe, plenty withouc want,no not of Eves for Adams, excepted only 
that in it fhould be no forbidden fruit, but all lawful! tor the tafie and iweetni ng of the 
palate; and as Adam would have been as God, fo conceited Melendez himfefle a God 
in that Eden; whom travelling, Indian Waites and trumpets fhould accompany; and 
to whom, entringinto any Town, nofegaies fhould be prefented, flowers and boughes 
{hould be ftrowed in his way. Arches fhould be erected to ride under,Bds tor joy fhould 
be rung, and Indian knees for duty & homage,as to a God,fhould be bowed to the very 
ground. From this ioduringargumenCandreprefemation of a Paradife, he fell into 
aftrongRhetoricall point of curioficyjfinding out a tree of knowledge, and a Philo- 
fophicall maxime, Omnia homo naturalikrfeire dtjiderat, man naturally inclines to knew 
more and more; which knowledge he fancied could be no where more furnifhed with 
rare curiofities then in thofe parts 5 for there fhould the Gold and Silver, which here 
are fingered,in their growth in the bowels of the earth be known; there fhould the 
pepper be known in its feafon, the nutmeg and Clove, the Cinnamon as a rine or bark 
on a tree; the fafhioning of the Sugar from a green growing Cane into a loaf; the 
ftrangelhapingtheCcc^iw/froma worme to fo rich a Scarlet die; the changing of the 
‘Iinta which is but grafic with ftalke and leaves into an /Wigoblack dye,fhould be taught 
and learned; and without much labour thus fhould our ignorance be inftru&ed with 
various and fundry curiofities of knowledge and underftanding. . Finally* though Xe- 
rez liquor ( grapes bewitching tears ) had put this bewitching eloquence into my An¬ 
tonies brain ) yet he doubted not to preferre before it his wine of PhiUppinos^ grow¬ 
ing on tall and high trees of Coco, wherein he longed to drinke a Spanifh Brindisin my 
company to all his friends remaining behind in Spain„ Who would net bee moved by 
thefe his arguments to follow him, and his Calvo, or ball pated Superiouj-/* Thusfup- 
per being ended my defired to know how my heart flood afftfted to his jour- 
ney ; and breaking out into a Veto a Vies with his converting zeal,he fwore he fhould 
have no quiet nights reft untillhe were fully fatisfied of my refolution to accompany 
him. And having learned the Poets expreflion, Quid non morteliapeVora cogit, Anri Ja~' 

era fames \ he offered unto me halfe a dozen of Spanifh piftols, afluring me that I fhould 
want nothing,and that the next morning Calvo (hould furnifhme with whatfoever mo¬ 
nies I needed,for to buy things neceflary for the comfort offb long and tedious a jour- 
ny.To whom I anfwercd,fuddain refolutions might bring future grief and forrow,and 
that I fhould that night lye down and take counfell with my pillow, afluring him that 
for his fake I woulddoemuch, and that if 1 refolved to goe,my refolution fbou’ddraw 
on an other friend of mine, an Irilh Fryer, named Thomas Velcon. Thustookelmy 
leaveof my Meletidez) and retired myfelf to my chamber and bed, which that night 
was no place of repofe and reft to me as formerly it had been. Imuftneedsfay Melendez 

his argument?, though moil of them moved me not; yet the opportunity offered me 
to hide my felffrom all fightand knowledge of my deareft friends, ftirred up in me a 
ferious thought of an angry and harfh letter, which not long before I had received 011c 
of England from mine own father, fignifying untome the difpleafure of moft of my 
friends and kindred, and his own grievous indignation againft me, for that having 
fpent fo much money in training me up to learning, I had not only utrerly refufed to 
be of the Jefuites Order ( which was his only hopes) but had proved in my affeftions 
a deadly foe and enemy unto them. And that he would have thought his money better 
fpent, if I had been a Scullion in a Colledge of Jefuites, then if 1 {hould 
prove a Generali of the Order of Dominicans; that I fhould never think to 
be welcome to my Brothers nor kindred in England, nor to him ; that I fhould not ex¬ 
pert ever more to hears from him, nor dare to lee him if ever I returned to England 
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cxpcft that he would fee upon niee even Jefuitcs , whom I had deferted and oppofed, 
to chace mee out of my Country 5 that Hailing houfe though hee had loft it with much 
more mcanes for his Pveligion during his life; yet with the content of rpy Eldeft Bro¬ 
ther (now Governour of Oxford, and Malfe-founder in that our Famous University ) 

hec would fell it away 5 that neither from the Etlate, or money made of it, 1 might 
in joy a childs part due unto mee. Thefe reafons Hole that nights reft from, my body , 
and fleep from my eyes, teares keeping them unclofed and open,Ieft Cynthia's black and 
mourning Mantle ftiould offer to cover, clofe and fhut them. To this Letters considera¬ 
tion vvas joy ned a ftrongoppoficion,which ferious Studies & ripenefle of Learning, with 
a carefull difeuftion of fome Schoole-pointsandControverfies had bred in mee againft 
feme chief of the Popilli Tenents. Well could I have wifhedto have come to England, 
thereto fatisfieand eafemy troubled Confcience; well conlidered I, that if I flayed in 
Spain,vihm my Studies were compleatly finished, the Dominicans with a Popes Man¬ 
damus would fend me home for aMiflionary to my Country.But then well confidered I 
the fight of a wrathfull Father,the power of a furious Brother a ColonelI,who (as now 
landed in England to fcarch me out,and do me milchief^thei^when Zepbryus with a plea- 
fantgale fecondedhis Popifh zeale,might violently aflault mee. Well confidered I the 
increafed rout and rable of both their great friends, the Jefuites, who what with Court 
friends power, what with fubtile plots and Policies would foonc and eafily hunt me out 
of England. Laftly, well confidered I my Melendez his laft inducing Argument of 
the increafe of knowledge naturall by the infight ofrich^er/ejandflourifhing AJia, 

and of knowledge (pirituall by a long contemplation of that new planted Church.and 
of thole Church Planters lives and Conventions. Wherefore after a whole nights 
flrife and inward debate, as the glorious Planet began to banifh nights difinall horror, 
rifing with a bright and cheerefull countenance, rpfe in my minde a firme and fetled re- 
(olutionto viftt America, and there to abide till fuch time as Death fhould furprife my 
angry Father, Ignatius Loiola his devoted Mecaenas, and till I might there gain out of 
Potoji or Sacatecas treafure that might Counterpoise that Childs part, which for de« 
telling the foure Cornered Cap, and black Coat of Jefuites, my Father had deprived 
mee of. So inrecompenceofthe Supper which my friend Anthony had beftowed up¬ 
on mee, I gave himamoft pleafing breakfaft by difeovering unto him mypurpofe and 
refolution to acompany him in his long and Navall journey. And at noon I feafted him 
with a dinner of one dilh more then his breakfaft, to wit, the company alfo of my 
Irifh friend Thomos Deleon. After dinner wee both were prefented to Calvo the bald patq 
Superiour ; who immediately imbraced us, promifed to us many curtefies in the way, 
read unto us a Memorandum of what dainties he had provided for us,what varieties of 
fifhand fielhj how many Sheep, how many Gammons of Bacon, how many fat Hens, 
how many Hogs, how many barrels of white Bisket, how many Jars of wine of Cafith 

la, what ftore of Rice, Figs, Olives, Gapars, Rayfins, Lemmons, fweet and fowre 
Oranges, Pomegranates, Comfits, Prefems, Conferves and all forts ofPortmgaU fwee£ 
meates 5 hee flattered us that hee would make us Mailers of Arts,and of Divinity in M&* 

nila; then opened hee his purle, and freely gave us to fpend that day in Xerez, and to 
buy what moll we had a mind to, and to carry us to Cales; Laftly hee opened his 
hands to Bellow upon us the holy Fathers Benedi&jon, that no mifehiefe might befall 
us in our way • I expected fome Relique or naile of his great toe, or one of his velvet 
Pantofies to kilfe;But peradventure with frequent kifting through Italy and all Caftilia it; 
was even worn thredbare. Much were wee frowned at by the Dominicans our chiefeft 
friends of ^ere^but the liberty which with Mtlende'z we injoyed chat day about the City 
of-ferf^tookefrom us all fad thoughts,which fo fuddaine a departure from our friends 
might have caufed in us. And Calvo much fearing that the love of fome Nuns (too 
powerfull with Spanifh FryersJ mightyet keep us back from purfuing our purpofed 
journey, with cunning policy peifwaded us to depart from Xerez the next morning, 
Which willingly wee performed in Company of Melendez and another Spanifh Fryer 
ofthafcCity (leaving our C hells and Bookes to Galvo to fend after usj and that day 
wee travailed like Spanifh Dons upon our little Eoricoes, or Afles towards Ftterto dt 
Santa Maria^ taking in our way that llately Convent of Cartufians, and the River of 
Guadalethe, the former Poets River of oblivion, tailing of the fruits of thole EljJian 
fields and Gardens and drinking of Gmdalethes Cry Rail Streams,that fo perpetual! ob¬ 
livion might blind and coverall thofq Abft^&ive Species which the intuitive know* 
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ledge of Spains and Xerezes pleafant objefts had deeply damped’ in our thoughts and 
hearts. At evening wee came to that Puerto fo famous for harbouring Spains chief Gallies, 
and at that time 'DonFnderiquedc Toledo^ whohearingof the arrivaJl of foure Indian 

Apoftlcs, would not loole that occasion of fome Soule-Sanftification (which he thought 
might bee his purchafe) by entertaining us that night at Supper. The Town thought 
their Streets blefled with our walking in them, and wifhed they might injoy fome Re- 
liques from us, whom they beheld as appointed to Martyrdome forChriftand Anti- 
chrifts fake together; theGalley flaves Itrived who (hould found their Waits and Trum¬ 
pets moft joyfully, SVonFrederique fpared no coll in Filh and Flelh that night , doubting 
not but that receiving foure Prophets, hee (hould receive a fourefold reward hereafter.* 
Supper being ended, wee were by *Don Frederique his Gentlemen conveyed to the Cloi- 
fter of the Minims appointed by VonFrederiqueto lodge us that night, whoto (hew 
their brotherly love wafhed our feet, and fo recommended us to quiet and peaceable 
reft. The next morning after a (lately breakfaft beftowed upon us by thofe poor Men¬ 
dicant Fryers,a boat was prepared for us and Von Fndmqut his Gentlemen to wait on 
us, and to convey us to Ca/es. Where wee found out our fellow Apoftles , and the 
Popes CommiflTary Fryer LMatben>VelaFrillai, who welcomed us with Romes Indul¬ 
gences, a culpa & a pana3 and withadotuifhing Table ftored with Fifh and Flelh for 
dinner. There wee continued in daily honour and eftimation , enjoying the fights 
moft pleafant which Cales both by Sea and Land could afford unto us, untill the time 
of the Fleets departing. Which when it drew neere, our Grand Apoftfe Fryer Mathew 
De laVHla3 (whom wee thought burned with zeal of Martyrdome) tooke his leave of 
us; (hewing us the Popes Commiflion to nominate in his place whom hee lift, and 
naming bald Calvo for Superiour, returning himfelfe to Madrid with more defire to 
enjoy a Bilhoprick in Spain (as wee underftood) then to facrifice his life in Japan. His 
departure caufed a Mutiny antong us, and cooled the fpirit of two of our Miflionaries , 
who privily fled from us* The reft were pleafed with honeft Calvo3 for that hee was a 
fimple and ignorant old man, (whom they could more jeere then any way refpeft) 
more Scullion-like in daily greazing his white habit with handling his fat Gammons 
of Bacon, then like a Popes Commilfary j forhisMafters Toe the proudeft of our 
Miffioners then would willingly have k*(Ted • yet Calvoes greazy fills the humbleft 
would loath to havekifled. Thus under a floven was that Apoftolicall Miflion to bee 
conveyed firftto Mexico three thoufand Spanijb Leagues from Spain 3 and afterwards 
three thoufand Leagues further from thence to Manila the Metropolitan and Court Ci¬ 
ty of the Iflands of Philippines. 

CHA P. V. 

Of the Indian Fleet that departed from Cales,Anno Dom. 1625. And of fome 
remarkable fajsages in that Voiage. 

VPon the firft of July in the afternoon, Von Carlos de Tbarra Admirall of the Galeons 
that then lay in the Baye of Cales gave order that a warning Peece (hould be (hot off 

to warne all Paffengers,Souldier s, and Mariners to betake themfelves the next morning 
to their Ships.O what was it to fee fome of our Apoftolicall company who had injoyed 
much liberty for a moneth in Cales3 who had began to entangle their hearts with fome 
young Nuns love, now hang down their heads, and aft with fad and demure lookes 
loath to depart,and cry out3Bomm eft nos hie effect is good for.us to be here?and amongft 
them one Fryer Iobn Ve Pacheco made the warning Peece to be a warning to him to hide 
himfelf(who could no more be found amongft his fellow Millioners)thinking it a part 
of hard cruelty to forfake a young Francifcan Nun to whom he had engaged and whol¬ 
ly devoted his heart.What was it to fee others with weeping eyes piercing through the 
Iron grates the tender Virgins hearts, leaving and bequeathing unto them fome pledges 
of their wanton love, and receiving from them fome Cordialls againft Sea-licknefle, 
Caps,$hirts and Hand-kerchiefs, to eye them or wearethem when JEolus or Neptune 

(hould moft oppofe them? The (econd of July in the morning early notice was given 
unto us, that one Fryer Pablo dtLondrts , an old Crab faced Englifh Fryer living in 
St .Lttcar hadgotthe Duke of Medina his letter and fent it to the Govcrnourof Coles 

charging 
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charging him to fearch for me & to Hay me/ignifying the King offyu'orwill and plea- 
fure,thac no English fhould paffe to the India's, having a Countrey of their own to con** 
vert;this did that old fryer to flop my pa(fage,having before wrote unco me many letters 
to the fame purpofe,aud got a letter from that htherMajier that was in 'England before 
with the Count of Gmdomar, alias Fryer Diego de U Fluente, then Provincial! of 
Capita, andfent itimto mee, wherein that Superiour offered mee many kind offers 
of prcferremenr, if I would defift from my journey, and return to him to Capita * 
but none of thefe letters eonld prevail with mee j nor the Governours fearching 
hop mee j for immediately I was conveyed alone to our fhip, and there clofcly hid in 
a barrell that was emptied of Bifquetto that purpofe; fo that when the Governour 
came a (hip-board to enqtf reforan 2:wg///&man,Fryer Calvohaving the father of liers 
in my head about him, refolutely denyed mee, who would not be found, becaule 
not fought for in a barrells belly. This found our Apoftles fport and talk that firrt day„ 
Then wentout the fhips one by one crying A dios, A dios, and the Towne replying 
T>uen viaie, buen viaie\ when all were out and no hopes of enjoying more Calcs plea- 
fares and liberty, then began my young Fryers to wifli themfelves again a Land, feme 
began prefently to feed the fifties with their Nuns fweet dainties * others to wonder at 
the number of ftately (hips, which with eight Galeons that went to convey us beyond 
the I(lands ©f Canaria were fourty one in all 5 fome for one Port of the Indians 3 and 
Come for another. To Puerto Rico went that year two (hips; to Santo Domingo three , 
to Jamaica two, to Margarita one, to the Havana two, to Cartagena three , to 
Campeche two , to Honduras and Truxillo two, and to S*. John Dilva, or Vera Crux fix- 
teen ; all laden with Wines, Figs, Raifins, Olives, Oyle, Cloth, Garfies, Linnen* 
Iron, and quick filrer for the Mines, to fetch out the pure filver of Sacatecat from the 
earthen droffe from whenceic is digged.The perfbns of moft note that went that year, 
was firft theMarquefle de Serraho with his Lady , who went for Viceroy of Mexico 

in Head of theConde de Gclves then retired to a Cloifter for feare of the common 
people, who the year before had mutinied againft him5 this Marqueffe went in the ftiip 
called St. Andrew, and with him in the fame (hip went Don tyartin de Car ill9 a Preift and 
Inquifitor of the Inquifitionof Valladolid; who was lent for Vifiter Generali to Mexi- 

Co, to examine thcftrife between theConde de G elves and the Arch-Bifhop, and the 
mutiny that for their fakes had happened; with full Commiflion aud Authority to im- 
prifon, banifh, hang and execute all Delinquents. In the fhip called Santa Gertrud* 
went Von John Nino de Toledo, who was Cent Co be Prefident of Manila in Philippine 5 
and in the fame (hip with him went the whole Million of thirty Jefuites fent to Philip- 
pinas. who had already go®the favour of the Prefident, and pelitickly fought to 
bepaffengersin the fame (hip, that fo they might the more ingratiate themfelves to 
him 5 for this cunning generation ftudies purpofely howto infinuate themfelves with 
Kings,Princes, Great men,RuIerSjat!d Commanders. In the (hip called St. Antony went 
my Dominican Million of 27 Fryers.In the (hipcalled Nop a Sennora de Reglawent four 
and twenty Mercenarian Fryers bound for Mexico-, partofthofe that afterwardsdrew 
their knives to (lafh and cuctheCriolio’s of their Profeftion. Thus with the Convoy of 
eight Galeons for fear of Turves and Holldnders(yjhom the Spanilh Dons (hake and trem¬ 
ble at J(et forward our fLet with a pleafant and profperous gale,with a quiet and milkers 
fea, untill we came to the Golfe, called Golfo de Teguot,or of kicking M*w,whofe waves 
and fwellingfurges did fo kick our fhips, that wee thought they would have kicked 
our St. Anthonies gilded image out of our (hip, and bereaved my Antonio Melendez of 
his gilt and painted idol, (to whomhee daily bowed and prayed agaiaft the mer-* 
cilefieelementDand that all our (hips galleries would have been torn from us With thefe 
fpurnings and blowesof that outragious Golfe. But at laft having overcome the 
danger of this Golfe, the eight Galeons took their leave of us, and left our Merchant 
(hips now to fnift for themfelves. The departure of thefe Galeons was moft folemnly 
performed on each fide, faluting each other with their Ordnance, vifiting each other 
with their Cock-boates, the Admirall of the Fleet feafting with a ftately dinner in hi$ 
fhip, the Admirall of theGaleons; and the like performing moft of theother fhips t©' 
the feverall Colonells and Qaptains and other their allied friends that were of the Roi- 
all Fleet. Here it was worth noting to heare thefighes of many of our Indian Apo¬ 
ftles, wifhing they might return again in any of thofe Galeons to Spaim, theirzeal was 
now cold, and fome endeavoured many waies for Calvo his licence to returne ( which 
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could not be granted ) others imployed themleives moil of thatday in writing letters 
to their friends, and Sifters in Calcs. Thus dinner being ended, and the two Ad mi - 
ralls folctnnly taking their leaves, the warning piece being fhot off for theGaleonsto 
joyn together, and turnetheir courfie to Spain, we bad mutuall adieu, crying one to 
another Buen Viaie, Bmn pajfjge• we kept our courfe towards America, (ailing before 
the wind conltantly till we came to America. a thing worth noting in that voiage from 
Spain to the Indies^ that after the 10 uids of Canar'ut are once left, there is one conftant 
wind , continuing to America ftill the fame without any oppofition or contrariety of 
other windsi and this fo profperousandtullon the Riles, that did it blow conftantly, 
and were it not interrupted with many calmes, doubtleffe the voiage might be ended in 
amoneth orleffe. But fuch were the calmes that many times we had, that wc got not 
to the fight of any land till the twentieth day of Augujhfc that neer fix weeks we failed 
as on a river of frefh water,much delighting andfporting our felves in fifhing many furts 
fifties, but efpecially one, which by the Spaniards is called Dorado, the golden fifb3 
fortheskinandfcalesof it that glitter like gold^of this fort we found fuch abundance, 
that no fooner was the hooke with any fmall bait cart into thefea, when prefcntly the 
Dorado was caught, lo that we fcooke them many times for pleafure, and cart them a* 
^aine into the lea, being a filh fitter to be eaten frelh then faked. Many were the feafts 
and fports ufed in the (hips, till wee difeovered the firft land, or Ifland called Dejfeada. 
Thelaftdayof Jt*ly ( being according to the Jefuites Order,and Romzs appointment, 
the day of Ignatius their Patron and founder of their Religion ) the gallant fhip cal¬ 
led Sta- Gertrudi* ( wherein went 30 Jefuites) for theirs and their Saints lake made to 
all the reft of the Fleet a raoft gallant fhew, fhee being trimmed round about with 
white linnen,her flags and top gallants representing fome the jefuites arms, others the 
pifture of Ignatius himfelf,and this from the evening before,(hooting off that night at 
Icaft fifty ftiotof Ordinance,belides four or fivehundred fquibs (the weather being very 
caknejandall her maftsand tacklings hung with paper Lanchomes having burning 
lights within them^the waicsceafed not from founding,nor the ^Spaniards from finging 
all night. Thcdaies folemne fport was likewife great, the Jefuites increafing the Spa¬ 

niards joy with an open proceflion in the fhip5 finging their fuperftitions Hymnes and 
Anthcmes to their fnppofed Saint, and all this feconded with roaring Ordnance,no 
powder being fpared tor the compleating of thatdaies joy and triumph. Thcfourth 
of Augujl following,being the day whichjKffwe doth dedicate to Dominic^, the firft 
the founder of the Dominicans or Preachers Order, the fhip w herein I was , named 
St. Anthony, ftrived to exceed S^-Gertrudis, by the afliftance of the 27 Dominicans that 
were in her. All was performed both by night and day 5 as formerly in Sta• Gertrpdh, 
both with powder, fquibs, lights. Waits and mufick. And further did the Domini¬ 
cans joy and triumph exced the Jefuites, in that they invited all the Jefuites, with Don 
John Nino de Toledothe Prefidentof Manila, with the Captaineof thefhipof^-Gcr- 
irudis9to a (lately dinner both of Fifh andFlefh* whichdinner beingendfd, for the 
afeernoones fport they had prepared a Comedy out of famous Lope de Vegayxo be a£ted 

by fome Souldiers, Paffengers and fome of the younger fort of Fryers• which I con- 
feftc was as (lately a&cd andfetforthbothin ftiewes and good apparell, in that narrow 
Compaffeof ourfhtp, as might have been upon the bed ftage in the Court of Madrid. 
The Comedy being ended, and a banquet of fweec meates prepared for the doling up of 
thatdaies mirth, both ours, and Sta. Gtrtrudk Cock-boat carried backe our invited 
friends, bidding each other adieu with our Waits and chiefeft Ordnance. Thus went 
we on our Sea Voiage without any ftorme, with pleafant gales, many calmes, dayly 
fports and paftimes till we difeovered the firft land called Dejfeada upon the twentieth 

day of Attgufl. 

CHAP. VI. 

of our difeovery of fome Ijlands, and what trouble befell us in one of them, 

THe Admirall of our Fleet wondring much at our flow failing,who from the fecond 
of jfw/ytothe ipof Augujl had feen nor difeovered any land, fave only the Iflands 

©f Canaria-, thefameday in the morning called to Councellall the Pilots of the (hips. 
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to know their Opinions concerning our preient being, and the necrnefle of Land. The 
Ships therefore drew neere unto the Admiral 1 one by one, thatevery Pilot might de¬ 
liver his opinion. Here was caufe of laughter enough, for the paflengers to heare the 
wife Pilots skilj One laying,we were three hundred miles, another two hundred,ano- 
ther one hundred, another fifty, another more, another lefTe, all erring much from 
the truth (as aftei^Urd appeared) fave onely one old Pilot of the fmalleft Veffell of 
all, who affirmed refolutely, that with that fmall gale wherewith wee then failed, wee 
ffiould come to Guadalupe the next morning. All the reft laughed at him, but he might 
well have laughed at them, for the next morning by Sun-riling weeplainly difeovered 
an Ifland called Vejfeada by the Spaniards , or the defired Land, for that at the firft 
difeovery ofche India's it wasthe firft Land the Spaniards found, being then as defirous 
to find feme Land after many dayes failing as wee were. After this Ifland prefently we 
difeovered another called Marigalantej then another called Dominica, and laftly, ano¬ 
ther named Guadalupe, which was that wee aimed at to refeffiour felves in> to waffi 
our foule cloathes, and to takeinfrelh water, tvhereof wee flood in great need. By 
two or three of the clock in the afternoone wcecanie to a fafe Rode lying before the 

' Ifland, where wee caft our Anchors, nowayes fearfull of the naked Barbarians ofthac 
and the other Iflands, who with great joy doe yearly expeft the Spanifh Fleets com- 
ming, and by the Moones doe reckon the Moncths, and thereby make their gueffe 
at their comming,and prepare fome their fugar Canes,others the Plantin,other the Tor- 
tois, fome one Provifion, fome another to barter with the Spaniards for their fmali 
Haberdaffi, or lron,Knives, or fuch things which may help them in their Wars, which 
commonly they make againft fome other Iflands* Before our Anchors was caft, out 
came the Indians to meet us in their Canoa’s, round like Troughes, fome whereof had 
beene painted by our Englijbfome by the Hollanders^bme by the French, as might appeare 
by their feverall Armes,it being a common Rode and harbour to all Nations thatfaile 

to Atnerica. 
Before wee refolved to goe to fhore, wee tailed of thole Indian fruites, the plan" 

tin above all pleafingour tafte and Palate. Wee could not but much wonder at that 
light never yet lecne by us of people naked, with their haire hanging down to the mid¬ 
dle of their backes, with their faces cutout in feverall falhions, or flowers, with thin 
plates hanging at their Nofes, like Hog-rings, and fauning upon us like children, 
Lome fpeaking in their unknowne tongue, others ufing figns for fuch things as we ima¬ 
gined they defired. Their figne for fome of our Spanifh Wine was eafily perceived, 
and their requeft moft willingly granted to by our men, who wich one reasonable Cup 
of Spanifh Sacke prefently tumbled up their heeles, and left them like fwine tumbling on 
the Deck of our Ship. After a while that our people had fported with thefe rude and 
Savage Indians, our two Cock-Boates were ready to carry to fhore fuch as either had 
clothes to waffi, or a defire to bathe themfelvcs in a River of freffi Water which is 
within the Ifland, ora mind to let their feet again upon unmoveable Land, after fo 
many dales of uncertain footing in a floating and reeling Ship. But that day being 
farrefpent, our Fryers refolved to flay in the Ship, and the next whole day to vififi 
the Ifland . many'of Mariners and Paflengers of all the Ships went that evening to 
fhore, fome returning at night, and fome withoutfeare continuing with the Indiana 

all night on ffiore. The next morning my felfe and moft of our Fryers went and 
having hired fome Spaniards to waffi our cloathes, we wandred fometimesall together 
fometimes two and two,and fometimes one alone about the Ifland , meeting with many 
Indians, who did us no hurt,but rather like children fanned upon us,offering us of their 
fruits,and begging of us whatfoever toies of pins,points or gloves they efpied about us.’ 
Wee ventured to goe to l'ome of their houfes which flood by a pleafant River, and 
were by them kindly entertained, eating of their fiffi, and wild deeres fleffi. About 
noone weechancedto meet with lomeofthe Jefuites of Santa Gmrudis Ship in the 
mid ft ofche Mountain, who werevery earneftin talke with a Mulatto, all nak^d like 
the reft of the Indians. This Mulatto was a Chriftian,born in SeyiU in Spain,and had 
been Have there formerly to a rich Merchant, his name was Lewis,and fpoke the Spanifb < 
Language very perfe&Iy. Some twelve yeeres before, bee had run away from his Mafter 
by reafon of hard and flaviffiufage,and having got to Cales, offering his fervice to a 
Gentleman then bound for America, the Gentleman fearing not that his true Mafter 
ffiould ever have more notice of him from a new -Warid, took him a Ship board with 
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him as his (lave. The Mulatto remembring the many ftripes which hee had fuffered 
from his firfl cruellMatter, and fearing that from America hee might by f me intelli¬ 
gence or other be fentback again to Spain, and alio jealous of his fecond Mailer (whole 
blowes hee had begun tofu fler in the Ship) thathee would prove as cruellashis firfl; 
when the Ships arrived at Guadalupe, refolved rather to die the Indians(which 
hee knew might be his hardeft fortune)then evermore to live in fHPrbry under Spaniards. 

So calling his life upon good or bad fortune, hee hid himfelfe among the trees in the 
Mountaine till the Ships were departed ;who after being found by the Indians,wd giving 
them fome toyes which hee had got by health from his Maher, hee was^entertained 
by them, they liking him, and hee them. Thus continued this poore Chrihian (lave 
among thofe Barbariansfrcm yeare to yeare; who had care to hide himfelfe at the 
commingof the Spanifi Fleet yearely. In twelve yeares that hee had thus continued 
amongflthem, hee had learned their language, was married to an Indian , by whom 
hee had three children living. The Jefuites by chance having met with him,- and per¬ 
ceiving more by the Wooll upon his head, that hee was a Mulatto^, then by his black 
and tauny skin (for thofe Indians paint themfelves all over with a reef colour) they 
prefently imagined the truth that hee could not come thither but with fome Spaniard, 

l'o entering into difeourfe with him, and finding him to fpeak Spanijb , they got the 
whole truth of him. Then wee joy ning With the Jefuites,began to perfwade the poore 
Chriftian to forfake that heathenifli life, wherein his foule could never bee laved, pro¬ 
ofing himif hee would goe along with us , hee fhould bee free from flavery forever. 
Poore Soule, though hee had lived twelve yeares without hearing a word of the true 
God, worfhipping ftockes and ftones with the other Heathens ; yet when hee heard a- 
gain of Chrilt, of eternall damnation in hells torments, and ofeverlafting Salvation 
in Heavens joyes, hee began to weep, alluring us that hee would goe with us, were 
it not for his Wife and Children, whom hee tenderly loved, and could not forfake 
them. To this wee replyed, that hee might bea meanes of faving likewife their Souls, 
if hee would bring them with him ; and further that wee would affin e him that care 
Ihould bee taken that neither hee, his Wife, nor children fhould ever want meanes com¬ 
petent forthe maintenanceoftheir lives. Tiit Mulatto hearkned well toal! this,thougk 
a fuddaine fearc furprized him, becaufe certaine Indians paffed by, and noted his 
long conference with us. The poore and timorous Mulatto then told us, that hee was 
in danger, for having been knowen by us, and that hee feared the Indians would kill 
him, and fafpeft that wee would fteale him away; which if they did, and it were 
noifed about the Ifland, wee fhould fbonc fee their love changed into cruell rage and 
Mutiny. Wee perfwaded him not to feareany thing they could doe to us, who had 
Souldiers, Guns and Ordnance to fecure ours and his life alio, wifliing him to refolve 
to bring his Wife and Children but to the Sea fide, where our men were drying their 
Clothes, and would defend him, and a Boat fhould bee ready to convey him with his 
Wife and Children a Ship board. The Mulatto promifed to doe as wee had counfelled 
him, and that hee would entice his Wife and Children to the Sea fide to barter with 
Us their Wares for ours, defiriagfome of the Jefuites (whom hfcefaid he fhould know 
by their black Coates) to bee there ready for him with a Cockboat. Lewis departed, 
as to us hee feemed refolute in what bee had agreed; Our joy likewife was great with 
the hope of bringing to the light of Chriftianity five Soules out of the darknefle of 
heathenifli Idolatry. The Jefuites who had begun with this Mulatto were defirous that 
the happy end and conclufion might bee their glory. So taking their leaves of us,they 
haftenedtothe Sea to informe the Admirall of what they had done, and to provide 
that the Cock-Boat of their Ship might bee In readinelfe to receive Lewis, and his fa¬ 
mily. Wee likewife returned to she fhore to fee ifour Shirts, and Clothes were dry. 
Moftof us (among whom my felfe was one) finding ourLinnen ready and our Boat 
on fhore went aboard to our Ship.lcaving two or three of our company with many of 
other Ships on fhore, efpecially the Jefuites waiting for their prey. When we came to 
our Ship, moll ofourFryers with what love they hadfound in the Barbarians, were 
inflamed with a new zeale of ftayingin that Ifland, and converting thofe Heathens to 
Chriftianity, apprehending it an eafie bufinefle (Cey being a loving people) and no 
wayes dangerous to us, by reafon of the Fleet that yearely paffeth that way, and 
might enquire after our ufage, But by fome it wTae obje&ed,that it was a rafh and foolilh 
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xeale with great hazard of their lives, and many inconveniences were obje&ed againft 
fo blind and fimple an attempt. But thole shat were moll zealous flighted all reafons 
faying that the worft that could happen to them could bee but to be butchered , lacri- 
liced and eaten up; and that for Inch a purpole they had come out of Spain to be crown¬ 
ed with the Crowne of Martyrdome for confelling and preaching Jefus Chrift. While 
wee were hot in this folemne confutation, behold an uproare on the flioare* our people 
running to and fro to five their lives, leaving their clothes, and halting to the Gocfc- 
Boats,filling them fo fa ft and fo full,that fonie funke' with all the people in them; Above 
aI,moft pitiful and lamentable were the cries of fome of our women,many calling them- 
felvestothe Sea, choofing rather to venture to be taken up by lome Boat, oratworft 
to bee drowned, then to bee taken and to bee cruelly butchered by the Indians. Wee 
wondering at this fuddain alteration, not knowing the caufc of it, at laft perceived the 
Arrowes to come out thick from the Wood from behind the Trees, and thereby guefled 
at the truth that the Barbarians were mutinied. The uproare lafted not halfe an houre, 
for prelently our Admirall fhot off two or three Peecesof Ordnance and fent a Com¬ 
pany of Souldiers to (hore to guard it and our people with their Muskets; which was 
well and fuddainly performed , and all the Indians loon difperfed, Three of our Fry¬ 
ers who had remained on the land, our Cock-Boat brought them to us with more of 
our Paflengers, among whom one Fryer JobnDelaGueva^ was dangeroufly Ihot and 
wounded in one of his Shoulders • this Fryer hadbeene earned with mee to flay on 
Ihorewith him, which I refuted, and fo efcaped that cruell and fiery onfet of the In* 

dians. Befides thole that were drowned and taken up at Ihore (which were fifteen per- 
fons^) two Jefuites were found dead upon the Sand, three more dangeroufly wounded, 
three paflengers likewite flaine, ten wounded, befides three more of the Fleet which 
could never bee found alive or dead, and were thought to have beene found in the 
Wood by the Indians9 and to have beene murthered by them. Our Mulatto Lewis 

came not according to his word; but in his ftead a fuddaine Army of treacherous In- 
dians9 which gave us motive enough to thinke, that either Lewis himtelfe had dilco- 
vered thcjelifltes Plot to take him away with his Wife and Children 5 or that the In¬ 
dians fulpe&ing it by his talke with us had made him confefle it. And certainly this was 
the ground of their Mutiny; for whereas Lewis before had faid, that hee would know 
the Jeliiitesby their black Coats, it leemes hee had well defcribed them above all the 
reft unto the Indians, for (as it was after well obterved) moft of their Arrowes was di¬ 
rected to the black Markes, and fo five of them in little above a quarter of an houre 
flaine and wounded. All that night our Souldiers guarded the Coaft, often (hooting 
off their Muskets, to affright the Indians^ who appeared no more unto us. All that 
night wee fleptlittle, for wee watched our Ship; left the Indians in their Canoas 
Ihould tetuponusandtakeusafleepe. Some lamented the dead and drowned, others 
pitied our wounded Fryer John T>e la Cueva,who all that night lay in great torment and 
mifery, others laughed and jea red at thole zealous Fryers, who would have flayed in 
that Ifland to Convert the Barbarians, faying they had had their full defire of Martyr- 
dome, for had they beene but that night with the Indians , doubtlefle they had beene 
fibred for their Suppers. But now wee perceived their Zeale was coole, and they defi~ 
red no more to flay with fuch a Barbarous kind of Peoplejbut rather wilhed the Aanal- 
rall would (hoot off the warning Peece for us all to take up our Anchors, and depart 
from fo dangerous a place. In the morning all the Ships made haft to take in fuch frelh 
water as was neceflary for their voiage yet to America, a ftrong watch being kept along 
the Coaft, and a Guard guarding onr men to the River; and all the morning while 
this was doing not one Indian could bee found or feen,nor our three men that were mifl- 
flng, appeared. Thus at noone with a pleafant and profperous Gale wehoiftedupouc 
Sailes, leaving the Iflands,and harbour of Guadalupe* 

CHAP. VII. 

of our further Sailing to St. John de Vlhua, alias, Vera Crux . and of our 
landing there. VPonche 22 day of Augu^ wee failed fopleafantly thatwee foone leftthefight of 

tne lilands5 The Indians uproare had weaved for us a thred of long dilcourfe; Is 
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made fomc hate their calling to teach and convert Indians. But Calvo hee en our. ged 
us, telling us many ftorlesot the good and gentle natureof the Indians of Fhilippinasy 

to whom we were going, and thatmoft of them wercChriftians already,who efteetn- 
ed their Pi eiftsas Gods upon the earth j and that thofe that were not as ytt converted 
toChriftianity, were kept in awe by the power of the Spaniards. Our chiefecare the 
firfttwo or three daies was tolooke to our plantins which we got from the Indians. 

This fruit pleafed us all exceedingly, judging it to bee as good,or better then any fruit 
in Spain. It is notgathered ripe from the tree, but being gathered green, it is hung 
up (ome daies , and fo ripens and growes yellow and mellow, and every bit as fweec 
as honey. Our Sugar Canes were no lefTe pleafing unto us, whilft chewing the pith,we 
xefrefhed and fweerned our mouthes wich the juice. We fed fonhe fiift week almoft 

% upon nothing but Tends ; which feemed Iikewifeto us that had never before feen it 
one of the Sea monfters,thc fhell being fo hardastobeareany Cartwheel, and in Come 

above two yards broad; when firft they were opened,we were amaaed to fee the num¬ 
ber of egges that were in them, a thoufand being theleaft that we judged to be in fome 
of them. Our Spaniards made with them an excellent broth with all forts of fpices.The 
meat feemed rather flefh then Sea fi(h, which being corned with fait, and hung up two 
or three dayes in the aire, tailed like Veal. Thus our Hens, our Sheep, our powdred 
Beef, and gammons of Bacon, which we brought from Spainfweie Come dayes fligh¬ 
ted, while with greedy ftomacks we fell hard to our Sea Vealc. 

After foure dayes fail, our Fry er John dt la Cueva, w ho had been (hot by the Indian/, 
died j all his body being fwelled, which gave us juft occafion to thinke,that the arrow 
which was (hoc into his (houlder was poifoned. His buriali was as foJcmnJy perfor¬ 
med as could be at Sea. His grave being the whole Ocean,he had weighty ftonos hung 
to his feet, two more to his (boulders, andonetohisbreft 5 and then the fuperflitioua 
Romijb Vjrige and Reyaionbeing fung for his foul, his Corpfe being held out Co the Sea 
on the (hip fide,with ropes ready to let him fall,all the (hip crying out three limes, bwn 

Viaie(that is,a good Voiage)to his foul chieflly,and alfo to his Corple ready to travail 
to the deep to feed the Whalcs:at the firft cry all the Ordnance were (hot off, the ropes 
on a (uddain loofed, and John de la Cntva with the weight of heavy ftones plunged 
deep into the Sea, whom no mortall eyes ever more beheld. The like we faw perfor¬ 
med in the (hip of Santa Gertrude, to another Jefuite, one of the three who had been 
dangeroufly wounded by the Indians of Guadalupe • who likewile died like oiir Fryer, 
his body being fwelled as withpoyfon. Now our failing was more comfortable then 
before; for we palled in the fight of thclandof Puerto Rico, and then of the great 
Iflandof S*1’Domingo and hcreour company began to be Ieffened, fomc departing 
to Puerto Rico} and S'*' Domingo, others to Cartagena, and Havana, and Honduras3Ja> 

#i*ica3 and Jucatan.We remained now alone the Fleet for Afexico&nd Co failed till we 
came to what the Spaniards cal! la Sonda,or the found of Adtxicojfot here wc often foun¬ 
ded the Sea; which was fo calme, that a whole week we were flayed for want of wind, 
fcarce ftirring from the place where firft we were caught by the calme. Here likewife 
we had great fport in fiftiing, filling again cur bellies with Dorados, and faying that 
provifion which we had brought from Spain. But the heat was fo extraordinary, that 
the day was no pleafure unto us ; for the repercuflion of the funs heat upon the ftill 
water and pitch of our fhips, kindled a fcorching fire, which all the day 
diftempered our bodies with a conftant running fweat, forcing us to cart 
off molt of our clothes. The evenings and nights were fomewhat more comforta¬ 
ble, yet the heat which the fun had left in the pitched ribs and plankes of the (hip Was 

' foch, that under deck and in cur Cabins wee were not able to deep , but in cur (hirts 
were forced to walke, or fit, orlie upon the deck. The Mariners fell to wafhingthem- 
felvesand to fwimming, till the infortunate death of one imhe fhip called Stfrandfco, 
made them fuddainly leave off that fport. The neerer Wee come to the main land: the 
fea abounds with a monftrous fi(h called by the Spaniards , 7Huron. Some mikake 
this ffh for the Caiman, or Crocodile, holding them both for one* and thinking that 
It is only the Caiman or Crocodile ( by abufe called Tiburon ) which devoutes mars flefh, 
awholejoyntata bit in the water. But themiftake isgroffe, for the Caiman is plated 
all over with (hells, whereas the Tiburon hath no (hell?, butorly like other great Sea 
fiffes, bath a thick skin. The Caiman though the Indians cat of it, yet the Spaniards 

hateic. whoeatof th.eTikure*i and in ouifhip caching one with a cridentall iron 

Fork, 
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Foa k, and haling him with a Cable rope to the fhip fide, and then binding him with 
ir, ( being as much as a dozen or fifteen men could do to hoife him up into the (hip) wc 
found him to be a molt monfirous creature, twelve els long at leaft3which we falted,and 
found likewife toeat like flefh, as hath been laid of th eT/jrtoij. This kind is as rave- 
nous after mans flefh as the Crocodile, and many of them were to be feen in this Sound 
of Mexico. 

The Spaniards bathing themfelves dayly by the fhips fide, ( wherethereis no fuch 
dangerof thcTiimron-, whouleth not to come too neere the (hips )one Mariner of 
the fhip called St. Francifeo being more venturous then thereil, and offering to 
fwimme from' his fhip , to fee fome friends in another not farre off, chan¬ 
ced to beamoft unfortunate prey to one of them, who before any boat could be 
iet out to help him , was thrice feen to bee pulled under water by the Monfier^who had 
devoured a leg,an arme, and part of his fhouldcr; the reft of the body was after 
found and taken up, and carried to S. Francifeo, and there buried in the forme and 
manner as hath been faidof our Fryer John delaCtteva. T hey that goe downe to the fa 

injlrips, tbeje fee the worlds of the Lord, and his wonders in the deepey Pf. 107. 23, 24, 
Here they (hall fee not only Whales, but other Fifties like Monfters maftering itrong 
and valiant men, with feverall fetsof fharpe, ftrong and mighty teeth, devouring ac 
onebit wholeIimmes with flefli and bones together. This tnifchance (added all our 
Fleec for three daies till it pleafed God to refrefh our burning heat with a cool and pro¬ 
sperous wind,driving us out of that calm Sound,whicb(ifwe had continued in it with 
thac exceflive heat) might have proved moft unfound and unhealthy to our bodies. 
Three daies after we had failed , being Munday in the morning about feven of the 
clock, one of our Fryers faying Made, and all the people in the (hip kneeling to hear 
it, and to adore their bread God, one Mariner with a loud and fuddain voice criech 
out T ierr*yTierr*0 Tierra, Land,Land, Land,which rejoyced the hearts of ail that were 
inthelhip, asitfeemed, more then their Maffe9 for leaving that, and their God upon 
the Altar with the Preilt to eat him alone, they arofe from their knees, to behold the 
Continent of ^/nmcd.Great was the joy of all the (hips that day; and great was the 
(laughter which our old Calvo made among his fowles,(which he had (pared formerly) 
to feaft that day his Fryers. About ten of the clock the whole face of the land was 
vifibly apparent, and wee with full fale running to imbraceit. But our wife Admiralli 
knowing the danger of theCoaft, and efpecially the dangerous entring into the Ha¬ 
ven, byreafonof the many rockes that lie about it, and are known orjly by markes 
aod flags fet out to give all fhips warning of them, perceiving that with the wind 
wherewith wee failed then,we fhould not come till towards evening to the Portland laft- 
ly,fearing left fome North-wind ( which is dangerous upon that Coaft,and ordinary in 
the month of September) f^\ov\d in the night arife, and endanger all our fhips upon the 
rockes; he therefore called to Councell all the Pilots, to know whether ic were bed to 
keep on our failing with full fail that day, with hopes to get that day in good time in¬ 
to the Haven, or elfe with the middle fail only to draw neer, that the next morning 
with more fecurity wee might with the help of boats from land be guided in. There- 
fult of the Councell was not to venture that day too neer unto the Port,for fear of be¬ 
ing benighted, but to pull down all, but the middle fail. The wind began to calme, 
and our (hips to move flowly towards land, and fo we continued till night. A double 
watch was kept that night in our fhip, and the Pilot was more watchful! himfelfe and 
morecaretull then at other times; But our Fryers betooke themfelves to their reft^whicb. 
continued not lo.ng; for before midnight the wind turned to the North, which caufed 
a fuddain and generall cry and uproar in ours, and all the other fhips. Our Mariners 
came to the Fryers, tiling almoft the fame words of Jonah 1.6, What tneaneji thou , 0 
Jletper ? Arife cal! upon thy Gody iffo bee that God willthinke upon «f, that we penfh not. 

They changed rhe name of God into thebleffcd Virgin Mary, in whom they feeme 
to confide in fuch occafions more then in God himfelfe. Their feare was more for the 
apprehenfion of danger by that kind of wind, and of what might happen, then for 
what as yet the wind threatned,which was not ftrongnor boifterous-however hallow¬ 
ed wax candles were lighted by ihe Fryers, knees bowed to MarjyLctanies and other 
hymnes and prayers fung aloud unto her, till towards th-e dawning of the day; when 
behold the North wind ceafed, our wonted gale began to blow again, it being Gods 
Will and pleafure* and no effe& of the howling Fryersprayers to M arj9 who yet fuper- 
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ftitioufly to deceive the fimple people , cryedout, Milag,o3 Mi/agro, M/W a mira- 
de3 a miracle, a miracle. By eight a clock in the morning wee came to the fight of 
the houlesj and made hgnes for boats to convey us into the Haven - which immediate- 
ly with great joy came out, and guided us one by one between thofe Rockes which 
make that Port as dangerous as any I have difeovered in all my travailes both upon the 

North and South fea. Our Waits plaiedmoftpleafantly, our Ordnance faluted both 
lowne and Fort over againft it, our hearts and countenances reciprocally reioyced- 
wee caft our Anchors, which yet were not enough to fecure our {hips in that moft dan¬ 
gerous Haven, but furt.h er with Cable ropes we fecured them to Iron ring* which for 
that purpofe are faftned into the Wall of the Fort, forfeareof theftrong’and boifte- 
rous Northerne winds. And thus welcoming one another to a new world many 
boates waiting for us, we prefemly went with joy to fee footing in Amerca * 7 

CHAP. VIII. 

Of our Landing at VeraCrux, othermfe John de Ulhua, and of our en¬ 
tertainment there. 

:Pon the 12 day of Sipttmber, we happily arrived in Armimia that famous 
Towne, ca led St. John de Vlhua, otherwhe Vera Crux , famous for 

WS? thatltwasJhehrft beginning of the famous conqueft of that valiant and ever 
^ renowned Conqueror Hernando Cortez, Here firft was that noble and generous 

refouuon, that never heard of policy, to finke the fhips, which had brought the 
firit Spaniards to that Continent, greater then any of the other three parts of the 

dj 5° intent thatnhey might thiiike of nothing but fuch a conqueft as'after 
followed, being deftituteof the helpe of their {hips, and without hopesEvermore to 
returneto Cuba Tucatan, or any of thofe parts from whence they had come. Here 
it was, that the firft five hundred Spaniards ftrengthned themfelves againft millions of 
enemies,and againft the biggeft fourth partofall the world. Here were the firft Ma- 
giftrates. Judges, Aldermen, Officers of Juftice named. The proper name of the 
Towne is 5. John de Vlbua, other wife called Vera Crux, from the old Harbour and 
Haven of Vera Crux, fix leagues from this, and fo called for that upon good Friday 
It was firft difeovered. But the old VeraCrux proving too dangerous an Harbour for 
imps, by reafon of the violence of the Northern winds • it was utterly forfaken by the 
Spaniard]3who removed to St. John Tie Vlbmtwhere their fhips found the firft fafe road 
by reafon of a Rocke, which is a ftrong defence againft the winds. And becaufe the 
memory of the workeof that good Fridayfhould never be forgotten; to S.JobndeVt- 
bua they have added the name alfo of Vera Oa^taken from that firft Haven which Was 
difeovered upon good Friday, Amo 151^. 

As fooneas we came to fhore, wee found very folemne preparations for entertain- 

/ ir ^ ref0vte.d t0 ^ ?ea fidc 5 aI1 the Prehis and Canons of the 
Cathedral! Church, all the religious Orders of the feverall Convents ( which are 

\Fr™fCr™S\Mercenarian*> and Kuites ) being in a readineffe 
with their Crofles borne before them, to guide the new Viceroy of Mexico, inprocefti- 
on to the chiefe Cathedrall Church. The Fryers and Jefuites were quicker in going 
to land then the great Von the MarqueTe de Serra/vo and his Lady. Some of them 
kiHed the ground as holy in their opinion,for the Converfion of thofe Indians to Chri- 
ltianity , who before had worfhipped Idols, and facrificed to Devils, others kneeled 
upon their knees making fhort prayers fame to the Virgin ^othei’s to fuch Saints 
as they belfiafFc&ed 5 and fo betooke themfelves to the places and ftations of thofe ®f 
their profeffion. In the mean time all the Cannon playing both from fhips and Caftle, 
landed the Viceroy and his Lady and all his Traine,accomp?.nyed with Von Martin de 

Cfm:°^eVifitergeneral! for the ftrife between the Count of Gehej the laft Viceroy,& 
the Arch 01 ill op of Mexico. The great Don and his Lady being placed under a Canope of 
ltate,began the T* Veumto be fung with much variety of muficail inftruments, all mar- 

C!UngfiI wr°Ceffi the CathedralJjwhere with many lights ef burning lampes, tor- 
ches,& Wax candies, was to the view of all,fet upon the high A har iheir God of bread- 
to whom all knees werebowed5a prayer of ihanks-givicgYun^holy water by a Pieift’ 

fprinkled 
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fprinkled upon all the people,and laftly a Made with three preifts folemnly celebrated. 
This being ended the Viceroy was attended on by the Chief High Juftice, named Al~ 
calde Major by the Officers of the Town ,fome Judges fent from Mexico to that purpole 
andallthe SouldiersoftheShips and Townuntohis lodging; The Fryers likewile 
in Proccffion with their Croffe before them were conduced to their feverall Cloifters. 
Fryer Calw prefented his Dominicans to the Prior of the Cloifter of St. Dsminkk^ who 
entertained us very lovingly with fome fweet Meates, and everyone with a Cup’of 
the Indian drink called Cbocolatte, whereof I (hall fpeake hereafter. This refreffiment 
being ended, wee proceeded to a better, which was a moft (lately Dinner both of Fiffi 
andFleffi; no Fowles were (pared, many Capons, Turky Cocks, and Hens were pro¬ 
digally laviftied, t<j (hew us the abundance and plenty of Provifion ofthat Country. The 
Prior of this Cloifter was no flayed, ancient, grey-headed man , fach as ufually are 
HiadeSuperiours to govern young and wanton Fryers; but hee was Gallant and Amo¬ 
rous young Sparke, who (as wee were there informed) had obtained from his Superi- 
ourxhe Provinciall the Government of that Convent with a Bribe of a thoufand Duc- 
kats. After dinner hee had fome of us to his Chamber, where wee oblerved his light- 
nefle and little favour of Religion or Mortification in him; We thought to have found 
in his Chamber fome ftately Library,which might tel us of Learning and love of Study; 
but we found not above a dozen old Bookes,(landing in a corner covered with duft and 
Cobwebs, as if they were aftiamed that the Treafurc that lay hid in them, (hould be fo 
much forgotten, and undervalued, and theGuitarra (the Spanijb Lute) preferred and 
let above them. His Chamber vc as richly dreffed and hung with many pictures, and 
with hangings,fome made with Cotten Wooll, others with various coloured feathers 
of Mecboacan^ his Tables covered with Carpets of Silk; his Cubboards adorned with 
feverall forts of China Cups and Diflies, ftored within with feverall dainties of fweet 
Meates and Conferves. 

This fight Teemed to the zealous F ryers of our Million moft vaine, and unbefeeming 
apooreand mendicant Fryer; to the others, whofeendin comming from Spain to 
thole parts was Liberty, andloofnefie,and covetoufnefle of riches, this fight was plea- 
fing and gave them great incouragement to enter further into that Country, where 
foone a Mendicant Lazarus might become a proud and wealthy Dives. The dilcourle 
of the y oung and light headed Prior was nothing but vaine boa (ling of himtelf, of his 
birth,his parts, his favour with the chiefe Superior or Provincial!, the love which the 
belt Ladies, the richeft Merchants Wives of the ToWne bare unto him, of his 
cleere and excellent voice, and great dexterity inMufick, whereof he prefently gave 
us a tafte, tuning his Guitarra and finging to us fome verfes (asheefaid, ofhiscwne 
competing) lomelovely Amaryllis, addingfcandalltofcandall, Ioofemffc to liberty 
which it grieved fome of us to fee in a Superiour who (hould have taught with words , 
and in his life and Convention examples of Repentance and Mortification. No loon- 
er were our fenles of hearing delighted well with Mufick, our fight with the objefts of 
Cotten-WooI,Silke and Feather workes, but prefently our Prior caufed to be brought 
forth of all hisftoreof dainties, fuch variety as might likewile relifhwell and delight 
our fenfe of tafting. Thus as wee were truely transported from Europe to America, fo 
the World Teemed truely to bee altered, our fenfes changed from what they were the 
night & day before when we heard the hideous noife of the Mariners hoifir « up Sailes, 
when wee faw the deep and monfters of it, when we tafted the ftinking water, when 
we fmelttheTarre and Pitch;but here wee heard a quivering and trembling voice and 
inftrument well tuned, wee beheld wealth and riches, wee tafted what was fweet, and 
in the Sweet- meates (melt the Muske and Civit, wherewith that Epicurean Prior had 
feafoned his Conferves. Here wee broke up our difeourfe and paftimes, defirous to 
walke abroad and take a view of theTowne, having no more time then that, and the 
next day to flay in it. Wee compafled it round about that afternoone; and foundthe 
fituation of it to bee Tandy, except on the South-Weft (ide5where it is Mooriffi ground, 
and full of (landing Bogs, which with the great heates that are there, caufeittobeea 
very unhealthy place ; The number of Inhabitants may bee three thoufand,and amongft 
them fome very ricli Merchants, fome worth two hundred, fome three hundred, and 
fome foure hundred thoufand Duckats. Of the buildings little we obferved, for they 
are all,both Houles, Churches, and Cloiflers built with Boards and Timberjthe Walls 
of the richeft mans houie being made but ofboards, which with the impetuous Winds 
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from the North hath bin caule thacmany times the town hath bin for the molt part of it 
burnt down to the ground.Thc great Trading from Mexico, & by Mexico from the Eaji- 
India’s, from Spain, from Cuba, Sto.Domingo, Jucat an,Portables, and by Portabello from 
Peru,from Cartagena,and all thelflands lying upon the North Sea,and by the River sh 
varado going up to Zaputecaf^St. lldefonfo}aT)d towards Guaxaca, and by the River Gri- 
jala, running up to 1 abafeo, Loj Zoques and Cbiapa de Indies, maketh this littie Town 
very rich, and to abound with all the Commodities of the Continent Land, and of all 
the Eaft and Weft-India's Treafures. The unhealthineffe of the place is the realbn of 
the paucity of Inhabitants, and the paucity ofthem, together with the rich Trading 
and commerce, the reafons that the Merchants therein are extraordinaiy rich • who 
yet might have been farre richer, had not the Town been fo often fii£d,and they in the 
fire had great Ioffes. All the ftrength ofthisTowneis firft the hard and dangerous en¬ 
trance into the Haven • and fecondly, a rock which lyeth before the T own leffe then a 
Musket fhot off; upon which is built a Caftle, andin theCaftle a flight,Garrifbn of 
Souldiers. In the Town there is neither Fort, nor Caftle, nor fearce any people of 
warlike miedes. TheRocke and Caftleareas a Wall, defence, andinclofure tothe 
Haven, which otherwife lyeth wide open to the Ocean, and to the Northern Winds. 
No Ship dares caft anchor within the Haven, but oneiy under the Rock and Caftle, 
and yet not fure enough fo with Anchors, except with Cables alio they be bound and 
fattened to Rings of Iron for that purpole to the fide of the Rock ; from whence fome- 
timesit hath happened that Ships floating with the Stream too much on one ftde the 
Rocke have been driven off and caft upon the other Rockes or cut to the Ocean , the 
Cables of their Anchors, and thole wherewith they have beene faftnedto tbeCaffle 
being broken with the force of the Winds. This happened to one of our Ships the 
firft night after we landedjwho were happy that we were not then at Sea; for there arole 
fuch aftorme and Tempett from the North, that it quite broke the Gables of one Ship 
and drove it out to the mainc Sea, and wee thought it would have blowne and droven 
us out of our beds after it,for the flight boarded houles did fo totter & fnake, that we ex¬ 
pedited every hourc when they would fal upon our heads. We had that firft night enough 
of St. John deVlhua^ and little reft, though feafted as well at Supper as at Dinner by 
our vaine boafting Prior, who before wee went to bed, hadcauledallour feet to bee 
walhed, that now ineafier beds then for above two moneths together the ftrait and 
narrow Cabins of the Ship had allowed us, our fleep might be more quiet, and more 
nourilhing to our bodies • but the whittling Winds and tottering Chambers, which 
made our Beds uneafie Cradles to us, cauled us to fliefrom our reft at midnight, and 
with our bare (though walhed) feet to leeke the dirty Yard for fafer fhelter. In the 
morning the Fryers of the Cloifter who were acquainted with thofe winds and ftorms9 
laughed at our fearefulnefle, affuringus, that they never fleptbetter then when their 
Beds were rocked with fuch like blafts. But that nights affrightment made us weary 
already of our good and kind entertainment; wee delired to remove from the Sea fide; 
which our SuperiourC^o yeelded to , not for our feare fake fo much,as for his feare, 
left with eating too much of the fruits of that Countrey, and drinking after them too 
greedily of the water (which cauleth dangerous Fluxes,and hafteneth death to thole 
that newly come from Spain to thofe parts J wee ftiould fall fick, and die there,as hun¬ 
dreds did after our departure for want of temperance in the ule of thole fruits*, which 
before they had never leen, oreaten. Thirty Mules were ready for us, which had 
bin brought a purpofe from Mexico,and had waited for us in St. John de Vlhua fix days 
before ever the Fleet arrived. Caho that day bulled himlelfe a Ship board in fending to 
fhore our Chefts, and fuch Provifion as had been left of Wines, and Bisket, Gammons 
of Bacon, and falted Beefe,whercof there was fome ftore,befides a dozen Hens and three 
Sheep, which was much wondred at,that fo much Ihould be left after to long a voiage. 
In the mean time we vilited our friends and tooke our leaves of them in the forenoone; 
and after Dinner feats were prepared for us in the Cathedral! Church to fit and fee a 
Comedy afted, which had beene on purpofe ftudied and prepared by the Town for 
the entertainment of the new Viceroy of Mexico. Thus two daies oneiy we abode in 
St. John de Vlhuajund fo departed. 
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CHAP. IX. 

of ourj gurney from S*. John de Ulhua to Mexico *, and of the mofi remark e- 
able Torvnes and Villages in the way. SPon the i^.day of September we left the Town and Port of S.Jobn de VJk*a,cti¬ 

ering into the rode to Mexico , which we found the firft three or four leagues 
to bee very fandy, a? wide and open as is our rode from London to S. Albans, 

The firft Indians we met with, was at the old Vera Crux, a Towne feated by 
the lea fide, Which the Spaniards that firft conquered that countrey thought to have 
made their chief Harbour^but afterwards by reafon of the (mall Ihelter they found in it 
for their Chips againft the North winds,they left it,and removed to S.Jobn de Vlkuu 
Herewebegan to difeover the power of the Preifts and Fryers over the poore Indians, 

and their fubje&ion and obedience unto them. The Prior of S. John de Vlbua had 
writ a letter unto them the day before of our palling that way,charging them to meet 
usinthe way,and to welcomeusintothofepartsjwhich wasby the poor Indians gal¬ 
lantly performed; for two miles before we came to the Towne,there met us on Horle- 
backfome twenty of thechiefe of theTowne, prclenting unto every oneofus a nole- 
gay of flowers; who rid before us a bow (hot, till we met with more company on 
foot, to wit, the Trumpeters, the Waits* ( who founded pleafantly all the way be- 
fore us ) the Officers of the Church, (uchasherewe call Church-wardens, though 
morein number, according to the many fodalities or confraternities of Saints whom 
they lerve, thele likewife prefented to each of us a nofegay ; next met us the finging 
men and boyes, all the Quirifters, who foftly and lcifurely walked before us finging, 
Te Deum laudamw, till we came to the midft of theTowne, where were two great 
Elme trees, the chiefe Market place;!!there was (et up one long arbour with green bowes, 
and a table ready furniftied with boxes ofconferves, and other (weat meates,and diet- 
bread, to prepare our ftomacksfor a cup of Cbocolatte, which while it was (eafoning 
with the hot water and Sugar, the chicfclndians and Officers of theTowne made a 
fpeech unto us, having firft kneeled downe and killed our hands one by one* they wel¬ 
comed us into their Countrey, calling us the Apoftles of Jefus Ghrift, thanked us for 
that we had left our own Countrey, our friends, our fathers aud mothers for to fave 
their foules • they told us they honoured us as Gods upon earth; and many fuch com¬ 
plements they uled till our Cbocolatte was brought.We refreffied ourfclves for the (pace 
of one hour,and gave hearty thanks to the Indians for their kind relpe&s unto us,allu¬ 
ring them that nothing was more deare unto us in this world then their fouls, which 
that we might fave, wee regarded not lea, nor land dangers, nor the unhumane cru¬ 
elties of barbarous and lavage Indians,(who as yet had no knowledge of the true God) 
no norourowne lives. 

And thus we took our leaves,giving unto the chief of them fome Beads,(bme medals, 
fome Crofles of brafle, fome Agnus Dei,fome reliques brought from Spain, and to eve¬ 
ry one of the Town an Indulgence of fourty years^which the Pope had granted unto 
us, to bellow where and upon whom, and as often as wee would) wherewith we began 
to blind that fimple people with ignorant, erroneous, and Popilh principles. As we went 
out of arbour to take our Mules, behold the Marketplace was full of Indian men and 
women 5 who as they law us ready to depart, kneeled upon the ground as adoring us 
for a blelfing, which as we rid along, we bellowed upon them with lifted up hands on 
high, making over them the figne of the Croflc. And this fubmiflion of the poor In¬ 
dians unto the Preifts in thole parts; this vain-glory in admitting fuch ceremonious 
entertainment and ptiblike worftiip from them, did fo puffe up fome of our young Fry¬ 
ers heartSjthat already they thought themfelves better then the beft Bilhops in Spain9 

who though proud enough, yet never travail there with luch publike acclamations as 
we did, Th« Waits and Trumpets founded againe before us, and the chiefe of the 
Town conduced us a mile forward, and fo tooke their leaves. The firft two daies we 
lodged but in poore fmall Indian Townes, among whom we ftili found kind entertain¬ 
ment, and good ftore of provifion,efpeci4lIy of Heni, Capons, Turkeys, aud feve- 
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rail forts of fruits. The third day at night we came to a great Towne cdnlil-ting of 
neere two thouland inhabitants* fome Spaniards fome Indians* called Xalappa dt U 

rtraCrux This Tpwne in the yeare 1634. w/s made a new BiftoPs Sea C 1 BiL- 
prick of the City, called L* Puebla de los Angeles being divided into two) and this be* 
ing not above the third part of it, is thought to be worth ten thoufand cuckats a 
yeer. It itand s in a very fertile foile for Indian wheat called (JWaiz, and fome Spanifo 

wheat. There are many Townes about it of Indianbut what makes it rich, are the 
manyfai-m^of Sugar, and fome which they call EjtamU’j, rich farmes for breeding 
o Mules, and cactell • and likewife fome Farmcsof Cochintl. In thisTowne there 
is but one great Church andan inferiour Chappell, both belonging to a Cloifterof 
FrancifcanFriers, wherein we were lodged that night and the next day, being the 
Lordsday. Though the revenues of this CJoifter be great, yetit maintaines not a- 
bovehalfea dozenFryers, where twenty might be plentifully maintained, that Co 

thofe few lubbers might be more abundantly, and like Epicures fed and nourifted. 
1 heSuperiour or Guardian of thisCIoiller was no IelTe vaine then the Prior of S.hbn 

de Vlbua^nd though he were not of our proftffion,yet he welcomed us with tfateiy 
entertainment. Here and wherefoever further we travailed, we ftill found in the 
Preifts and Fryers loofenefie of life, and their waits and proceedings contrary to the 
waiesof their profeflion , fworne to by a folemne Vow and Covenanr. This Order 
efpecially of the mendicant Francifcan Fryers voweth ( befides chaliity and obedience) 
poverty more ftri&ly to be obferved, then any other Order of the Romijh Church • for 
their Clothing ought to be corfefackcloth, their girdles made of hemp fhould be no 
finer then firong halters, their fhirts fhould be but woollen, their legs fhould know 
no (lockings,their feet no fhoes,but at the mod and bed either wooden clogs,or fandals 
cd hemp, rheir hands and fingers diould not 16 much as touch any money , nor they 
have the life or poffedion dr propriety of any, northeir journeys be made’eafy with 
the help of Horfes to carry them, but painfully they ought to travaile on foot; and 
the breach of any of thefe they acknowledge to be a deadly and mortall finae, with 
the guilt of a high foul-damning and foul-curfing excommunication. Yet for all 
thefe bonds and obligations, thofe wretched Impes live in thofe parts as though they 
had never vowed unto the Lord, Slewing in their lives that they have vowed what 
they are not able to performe. It was tous a drangeandfcandalous fight to fee here in 
Xahppa a Fryer of the Cloider riding in with his lackey boy by his fide.upon a goodly 
gelding, ( having gone but to the Townes end, as we were informed, to heare a dy in<* 
mans confeffion ) with his long habit tucked up to his girdle, making (hew of a fine 
filke orange colour ftockin upon his legs, and a neate Cordovan (hoe upon his foot. 
With a fine Holland paire of drawers, with a lace three inches broad at knee. This 
fight made us willing to pry further into this and the other Fryers carriages, under 
whofe broad fleeves we could perceive their dublets quilted with filke,and at their wrifls 
the laces of their Holland fhirts.fn their talke we could difeerne no mortification, but 
meer vanity and wordlinefle. After fupper fome of them began to talk of carding and 
dicing;they challenged us, that were but new comers to thofe part3,to a Primera;which 
though moft of ours refufed,fomeforwantof money,fome for ignorance ofthat game, 
yetatlaft with much ado they got two of our Fryers tojoyn with twooftheirsTo thi 
cards were handfomely (huffled,rhe vies and revies were doubled, Ioffe made fome hot & 
blind with pa(Tion,gaia made others eager and covetous, and thus was that religious 
Cloifter made all night a gaming houfe,and fworne religious poverty turned in to pro¬ 
fane and worldly covetoufneflTe.We that beheld fome part of the night the game found 
enough to obferve, for the more the fport increafed, fcandalls to the fport were added, 
both by drinking and fwearing that common oath Veto aChrip, Vote a Dios, and 
alfoby fcoffing and jearing at the religious vowes of poverty which they had vowed ; 
for one of the Francifcans though formerly he had touched money, and with his fin¬ 
gers had laid it to the (fake on the table; yet fomecimes to make the company laugh, 
if he had chanced to winne a double vie £ and fometimes the vies and revies went round 
of twenty patacons) then would he take the end of one fleeve of his habit, and open 
wide the other broad fleeve , andfo with his fleeve fweep the money into his other 
fleeve, faying,! have vowed not to touch money, nor to keep any, I meaned then a 
naturall contaa^of it; butmy fleeve may touch it, and my fleeve may keep.ir: fliewing* 
with Icoffes and jells of his lips, what religion was in his heart. My eares tingled with 

hearing 



A New Survey of the Weft-Indies. 

hearing fuch oatfce$,my tongue would have uttered fonie words of reproofe, but that! 
considered my iel f a gueft and ftranger in a ftrange houfe,and that if any thing I fhould 
fayj it would doe no good ; fo fikmly I departed to my reft, leaving the Gameftersj 
who continued til Sun-rifing,and in the morning I was informed that the jefting Fryer, 
that rather roaring Boy then religious Francifcan,fitter for Sardmapalws or Epicurus his 
Schoole, then to live in a Cloifter, had loft fourefcore and odde Pat icons, his flecve 
(it feemes) lefufingto keep for him what hee had vowed never to poffelfe. Herelbe- 
gan to 6nd out by experience of thefeFrancilcans, that liberty and loofneffe of life it 
was that brought yecrly fo many Fryers and Jefuicesfrom Spain to thofeparts, rather 
thenzeale of Preaching the Gofpel and Converting Soules toChrift, which indeed be¬ 
ing an aft of higheft Chari ty,rhey make a fpeciall badge ofthe truth of their Religion: 
But theloofnefle of their lives fheweth evidently that the love of money,ofvain-glory, 
of Power and Authority over,the poore Indians, is their end and aime more then any 
love of God. From Xalappa we went to a place called by the Spaniards , LaRinconada, 
which is no Toivne nor Village,and therefore not worth mentioning in fuch a Rode as 
now l am in; yet as famous in two things, it muft not bee omitted amongft greater 
places. This placeftands fo far from any other Town,that Travellers can fcarce make 
their journeys without either baiting there at noone, or lyingthereat night, or de¬ 
clining three or foure miles out of the Rode to feme IndianTown. It is no more then 
one houfe, which the Spaniards call, Vtnta, or as our Englifh,Tnnes,feated in the corner 
ofalow Valley, which is the hotteft placefrom St. John deVlbx a to Afixico- aboutic 
arethebeft Springsand Fountaines in all the Rode,and the water though warnie with 
the heat of the Sun,yet as fweet asany Milk-Tile Inne-keeper knowing wel the Spaniards 
heat?that it feeks coole and refrefhing drink,have ipeciallcare fo to lay in water in great 
earthenVeftels,which they fet upon a moift and waterifh Sand,that it is fo cold that it 
maketh the teeth to chatter. Thisfweetnefle and this coolnefie together of that water in 
fo hot and fcorching a Countrey, was to us a wonder, who could find no other refrelh- 
ment from that extraordinary heat. Bcfides our Provifion hereof Becfe, Mutton,Kid, 
Hens,Turkeys,Rabbets, Fowles,and efpecially Quailes, vvasfo plentifulland cheape, 
that wee were aftonifhed at it. The Valley and Countrey about it is very rich and 
fertile, fullof Spanijb Farmesof Sugar, and Ccchinil, Spanijh and Indian VVheate* 
But what maketh mee more efpecially remember this Venta, or Inne, is, for that 
though Art and experience of man have found a way to provide for Travellers in fo hot 
a place coole and refrefhing water , and God have given it the fweetneffe of Milk, and 
to the place fuch abundance of Provifion* yet all this in the day onely is comfortable 
and pleafant;but in the night the Spaniards call it, Cumftes m inferno , that is to fay, 
Cunifits in hell, for not onely the heat is fo extraordinary, that it is impoflible to bee 
feeding without wiping away the continuall fweat of the Face, whofe drops from 
the Browes are alwayes ready toblindour eyes and to fill with fauce our difhes, but 
the fwarmes of Gnats are fuch that waking and fleeping no device of man is able to 
keep them off. True it is, moft of us had our Pavilions which weecarried (with us to 
hang about and over our beds, but thefe could not defend us from that piercing and 
flinging Verniine, which like Egjpts Plague of Frogs would be fure to be in every place, 
and through our Curtaines Co come upon our very Beds. Yet in the day they are 
not; but juft at San fetting they begin to (warme about, and at Sun riling away they 
goc. After a moft tedious and troublefome night, when weefound the riling of the 
Sun had difperfed and banifhed them away, wee thought it beft for us to flieaway from 
that place with them ; and fo from thence earely wee departed to a Towne as pleafant 
and fertill and abounding with Provifion as this Rinconada, and free from fuch bufie 
guefts and individual! Mates and Companions as the night before had intrudedthem- 
felvesupon us. The next night wee got to a Towne called Stgura0 inhabited both by 
Indians and Spaniards, confiding of about a thoufand Inhabitants; here again without 
any charges we were (lately entertained by Francilcan Fryers,as light and vain glorious 
as thofe of Xahppa. This Town had its firft beginning and foundation from Hernando 

Cortez^ and is called Segura de laFrontera, being built up by him for a Frontier Town 
to fecurethe Spaniards that came from St. John deVIhtt t to Mexico, againftthe Culhu- 
acans and people of Tepeacsc, who were allied to the Mexicans, and fo much annoyed 
the Spaniard,. But what moft incenfed Cortez was,that after his firft repulf from Mexi¬ 

co, the Indiansinfiilting over him and the reft ofhis Company, whom they heard had 
U 2 been 
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beenedangeroufly wounded, and were retired to T laxcaH an to recover andftrengthen 
themfelves 5 the two Townes, Gulbua and Tepeacac, then in League with the Mexi¬ 
cans again ft Cortez and the Town of Tlaxcallan^ lying in wait for the Spaniards, took 
twelve of them, and facrificed them alive to their Idols and eat their flefb. Where- 
upon Cortez dcitred Maxixca, a chief Captain of Tlaxcallan, and divers other Gen¬ 
tlemen ofthatTownetogoe with himand to help him to bee avenged of the people 
of Tepeacacfov the cruelty uftd to twelve of his Spaniards ^ and for the daily and great 
hurt they alfo did to the Inhabitants ot Tlaxcallan with the helpe of their allied friends 
the Culbuacans and Mexicans. Maxixca and the chief of Tlaxcallan forthwith entred 
into counfell with the Scares and andCommunalty of the Town, and there determined 
with general! content to give unto him forty Thoufand fighting Men,belic?es many Ta* 
mcmez, who are Foot Carriers, to beare the Baggage, Vi&uall, and other things. 
With this number of Tlaxcalteca'>si hisowne men, and horl.es, Cortez went to Tepeacac, 

requiring them in fatisfaftion of the death of the twelve Chrilfians, that they fhould 
now yeeld themfelves to the obedience of theEmperourand Kingo( Spain hisMaller, 
and hereafter never more to receive any Mexican into their Town or houfes, neither yet 
any of the Province of Cttlhua* The Tepeacacf anfwered that they had (lain the 
niards for good and juft caufe, which was that being time of Warre, they prefumed to 
pafle through their Countrey by force without their will and Licenfe. And alfothat 
the Mexicans and Culbuacans were their friends and Lords, whom alwayes they would 
friendly entertaine within their Towne and houfes, refufing utterly their offer and re- 
queft, protefting to give no obedience to whom they knew not, wiffiing them there¬ 
fore to return incontinent to TlaxtaHan^cxceptthey had defire to end their weary days, 
and to be facrificed and eaten up as their twelve friends had been. Cortez yet invited 
them many times with peace; and feeing it prevailed not, he began his Wars in earneft. 
The Tepeacacs with the favour of the Culbuacans were brave and lufty, and began to 
flop and defend the Spaniards entrance into their Town. And being many in number 
with divers valiant men among them, began to skirmiffi fundry times 5 but at the end 
they were overthrown and many flain without killing any Spaniard, although many 
7’laxealteca’f were killed that day. The Lords and principall Perfons of Tepeacac fee¬ 
ing their overthrow, and that their ftrength could not prevaile, yeelded themfelves 
unto Cortez for VafTals of the Emperour with condition to banifh for ever their allied 
friends of Culbua 5 and thathee fhould punifh and correft at his will and pleafure all 
thofe which were occafion ofthe death of the twelve Spaniards. For which caufes and 
©bftinacy, at the firil Cortez judged' by his fentence that all the Townes which had 
been privy to the niurther, fhould for ever remain Captives and flaves • others affirm 
that he overcame them without anycondition , and corrected them for their difobedi- 
ence, being Sodomites,Idolaters and eaters of mans flefh,and chiefly for example of all 
others. And in concluflon,they were condemned for flaves,and within twenty daies that 
thefe War6lalled, hecpacihed all that Province, which is very great, hee drave from 
thence the Culbuacans, hee threw down the Idols,and the chiefeft perfons obeyed him. 
Andfor more affurance he built there this Town,naming it Segura De laFrontera, ap¬ 
pointing all Officers for the purpofe, whereby the Ghriftians and ftrangers might patfe 
without danger from Vera Crux to Mexico. This Town likewife, as all the reft from 
StJobndeVlbua to Mexico, is very plentiful of provifion, and many forts of fruits, 
namely Plantins, Sapots, and Cbicofapots, which have within a great black kernell as 
bigas our horfe Plumr, the fruit it felf is as red within as Scarlet, asfweet asHoney; 
but the Chicofapotte, isleffe and fome of them red, fomebrowne coloured,and fo jui¬ 
cy that at the eating the juyee like drops of Honey fall from them, and the fmell is 
like unto a baked Peare. Here likewife were preferred unto us Clufters of Grapes a£ 
faire as any in Spaint which were welcome unto us,for that wee had feen none fince we 
came from Spain, and wee faw by them that the Countrey thereabouts would be very 
fit for Vineyards, if the Kingof Spainwould grant the planting of Vines in thofe 
parts ^which often hee hath refufedto doe, left the Vineyards there fhould hinder 
the Trading and Trafique between Spain and thofe parts, which certainly had they 
but Wine, needed not any commerce with Spain. This Towneis ofa more temperate 
Climate then any other from Vera Crux to Mexico , and the people who formerly 
h?d been eaters of Mans flefh, nowascivill and politick, as loving and curtcousasa- 
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any in the rode. From whence we declined a little out of our way more Weftward(the 
rode being North -Wcfhvard ) only to fee that famous Towne of Elaxcallan, whole 
inhabitants joyned with Cvruz , and wee may fay were thechiefe inftruments of thaS 
great and unparalleld Conqueftv 

CHAP. X. 

Wherein is fet dorvne the eflate and condition of the great Torvne of Tlaxeallan, 
when thefrfi Spaniards entred the Empire of Mexico^ Cortez his frjl en- 
counter with the Tlaxcalteca’s • their league with him 5 with a defcription of 
the T cwne-j and of thefate and condition of it noiv. 

Laxcalian being worth all the reft of the Townes and Villages between S. join 
|i| ds Vlbua and Mexico- I thought it not fit to parallell it with the others in 

M/JPI naming it briefely and palling by it as a Traveller* but rather I judged it con¬ 
venient, and befeeming my prefent Hiftory, to record to pofterity with one 

wholeChapter, thegreatnefleof it, and the valour of its inhabitants, from the con~ 
queftof America made by Hernando Cortez. Who being upon his march to tJMexico, 
and having arrived to Zaclotan, and being informed that the E laxcaltecd's were men or 
valour, and enemies to Montezuma the Enaperour of Mtixeo, thought it his beft po~ 
licy to joyne with them againft the Mexicans. 

Whereupon hee dilpatched unto them foure Indians of a Towne called Lempodllan^ as 
Ambafladours to acquaint them of his coming into thole parts, and of his detife to vj- 
fit their Towne, not for any hiarme he intended to them, but rather for their good. 
The T laxcalieca’s fearing Cortez, and judging him a friend of Montezuma, becaufr upon 
his way to vifit him, and having heard of the many coftly prefents which the Empe- 
rour had lent unto him 5 they refolved to refill his coming^and to fend him no ani wer 
to his ambalfage; but tooke the four Meflengers which he had lent, and imprilbned 
them, minding to lacrifice them unto their Gods as Efpies. Cortez feeing the long tar¬ 
rying of the Meflengers, departed from Zaclotan, without any intelligence from Tlax- 

eaSan. His camp had not marched much after their departure from that place, but 
they came to a great circuit of Hone made without lime or mortef, being of a fadome 
and a halfe high, and twenty foot broad, with loupe holestoftiootat; this wall crcl- 
led over a whole valley, from one mountain to another, and but one only entrance or 
gate, in the which the one wall doubled againft the other, and the way there was 
fourty paces broad, in fuch fort that it was an evil and perillbus paflage , if any had 
been there to defend it. Cortez demanded the caule of that circuit, and who had built 
it 5, the Indians that went with him,toId him that it was but a divifion from their coun¬ 
trey a nd TlaxcaUan, and that their Anteceflbrs had made the lame to difturbe the en¬ 
trance of the T\azcaltit<f s in time of warre, who came to rob and murther them becaule 
of the friendfhip betwixt them and Montezumd^hoCc vaflals they were. That ftrange1 
and coftly wall teemed a thing of great majefty to the Spaniards, and more luperfluous 
then profitable, yet they fufpe&ed that the Tlaxcalteca's were valiant warriers , who' 
had fuch defence made againft them. But Cortez fetting all fear afide, with three hun¬ 
dred Souldiers on aranke, entred the way in the wall, and proceeded in good order 
all the way forwards, carrying the Ordnance ready charged, and he himfelfe the Lea¬ 
der ofall his Army, and fometimes he would be halfe a league before th£m,to dilcover 
and make the way plain. And having gone the fpace of thr£e leagtfes from that circuit 
he commanded his Foot-men to make hafte,becaufe it wasfomewhatlate,and he with 
his Horlc-mcn went todefery the way forwards,who afeending up a hill, two of the 
formoft Horle-meri met With fifteen Indians armed with fwords, and targets, and tuffes 
of feathers, which they u(ed to weare in the warres. Thefe fifteen being Spies,when 
they law the Horfe-men, began to flie with fear, or elfe to give advice. But 
Cortez approaching with other three Horlemen called to them to (lay; which they by 
no means would hearken unto • till (ix more Horle-men ran after them, and overtooke' 
them. The Indians then joy ning all together with determination rather to die then 
to yecld, (hewed to the Spaniards flgnes to Hand ftill. Bat the Horfsmen coming to* 
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lay hands on them-they prepared themfelves to battcl,and fought,defending themfelves 
for a while.In this fight the Indians (lew two of their Horfes, and ( as the Spaniards do 
witnefle )at two blowes they cut off a Horfe head,bridle and all.Then came the reft of 
the Horfemen,the Army al(o of the approached,for there were in fight neerfive 
thoufand of them in good order, to fuccour their fifteen fighting men; but they came 
too late for that purpcfe, for they were all flain by the Spanijb fury’ becaufe they 
would not render themfelves in time, and had killed two of their Horfes. Yet not- 
withHanding their fellowes fought,until theyefpied the Spanifi Army coming,and the 
Ordnance, then they returned leaving the field to the Spaniards, whofe Horfe-men fol¬ 
lowed them, and flew about feventy of them, without receiving any hurt. With 
this the Indians perceiving the great advantage which the Spaniards hzd againft them 
with their Horfes,and meaning to come upon them fubtilly with a more powerful Ar¬ 
my ,that they might the better deceive and delude them,they fent unto Cortez, two of the 
four Meflengers which had been fent unto them with other Indians, fay ing, that they 
of TlaxcaBan knew nothingof the things that had happened, certifying likewifc that 
thofewith whom he had fought, were of other communities, and not of their juri£ 
diftion, being forrowfull for that which had pafTed • and for fo nmch as it happened 
in their countrey, they would willingly pay for the two Horfes which were f]ain,pray- 
ing them to come in good time to their Towne, who would gladly receive them, and 
enter into their league of friendship, becaufe they feemed to bee valiant men* But all 
this was a feigned and a falfe meflage. Yet Corttz bekeved them, and gave them thanks 
for their courtefie and good will; and that according to their requefl he would goe 
unto their Towne, and accept their friendfhip. And touching the death of his Horfes, 
hce required nothing, for that within fhort time he cxpedled many more ; yet forrow- 
iull he was not fo much for the want of them, as that the Indians fhould thinke that 
Horfes could die or be flain. Cortez proceeded forwards about two leagues, where the 
Horfes were killed,although it was almofl fun fe£,and his men wearied,having travelled 
far that day. He planted his Army by a river fide,retnainingall that night with good 
watch both of Foot-men and Horfe-men, fearing fomeaffaultj but there was no at¬ 
tempt given that night. The next morning at fun rifing, CVff*departed with his Ar¬ 
my in good order, and in the midfl of them went the Fardage and Artillerie, and after 

a little marching they met with the other two Meflengers whom they had fent from 
Zaclotan • they came with pitifull cryes exclaiming of the Captaine3 of the power of 
j-laxcallan^vino had bound them and detained them from returning; but with good 
fortune that night they had broken loofe,and efcaped , for otherwife in the morning 
following they had been facrificed to the God of Vi&ory, and after the facrifice they 
had been eaten for a good beginning of the warres; the Tlaxcalteca’s protelling to doe 
the like to the bearded men ( for fo they termed the Spaniards ) and to as many as came 
with them. They had no fooner told their tale, when there appeared behind a little hil 
about a thoufand Indians psery well appointed after their falhion,and came withfuch a 
marvellous noife and cry, as though their voyces Ihould have pierced the heavens; hur¬ 
ling at the Spaniards, Hones, darts, and (hot with bowes and arrowes. Cortez made 
many tokens of peace unto them, and by his Interpreters defired them to leave 
thebattail. But fo much the more as heintreated for peace, the more hafty and ear¬ 
ned were they, thinking either to overcome them, orelfe to hold them play, to the in¬ 
tent that the Spaniards Ihould follow them to a certame ambufh that was prepared for 
them , of more then fourefcore thoufand men. Here the Spaniards began to ceafe 
from words, and to lay hand upon their weapons; for that company of a thoufand 
were as many as on the Spaniards fide were fighting men 5 though they were well praftP 
led in the warres, very valiant, and alio pitched in a better place for fight. This bat- 
tail endured csrtaine houres, and at the end the Indians being either wearied, orelfe 
meaning to take the Spaniards in the fnare appointed, began to flic towards the main 
battail, not as overcome, buttojoyne with their own fide, The Spaniards being hot 
m toe hghtand daughter, which was not little, followed them with all their fardage, 
and unawares fell into the ambufh, among an infinite numberof Indians armed ; they 
itayd not, becaufe they would not put themfelves out of order, and pafTed through 
their campe with gieat ha lie and fear. The Indians began to fet upon the Spanifi Horle- 
men, thinking to have taken their lances from them , their courage was fb flout • ma- 
tiy of the Spaniards had there perifhed, had it not been for their 'Indian friends, who 

had 
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had come with them from Zempoallan and Zaclatan, Likewife the courage of Cortez 

did much animate them • for although hee led his Army making way , yet divers times 
hee turned him back to place his men in order* and to comfort them, and at length 
came out of that dangerous way and ambuflb * where the Horfes might help, and the 
Ordnance hand in Head, which two things did greatly annoy the Indians to their 
great wonder andmarvell, and at the fight thereof began to flie. In bothincoun- 
ters remained many Indians (lain and wounddd,and of the Spaniards Come were hurt,buc 
none killed, who gave moll hearty thankes unto God for their delivery from fo great 
a mnltitudc as were foure fcore thoufand againft one thoufand onely of Indians 

and Spaniards joy ned together .The Indians of ’Lempoallan and 'Laclotan did play the va¬ 
liant men that day,wherefore Cortez honoured them with hearty thankes. Then they 
went to pitch their Campe in a village called Teoacazinco3where was a little Tower and a 
Temple,and there fortified therafelveS.The night following the Spanairds flept notquiet- 
ly with fear of a third Invafion of the Tte^/eca’i.Asfooneasit wzsday Cortez lent to 
the Captains of to require them of Peace and Friendfhip,willing them quiet¬ 
ly to fuffer them to pafle through their Countrey to Mexico, for that they meant them 
no hurt,but rather good wil.The anfwer of the captains of Tlaxcallan was,thatthe next 
day they would come and talke with him and declare their minds.Cor/es was well pre¬ 
pared that night, for the anfwer liked him not, but rather feemed brave, and a mat¬ 
ter determined to be done, as feme had told him ( whom hee tooke prifoners ) who 
like wife certified that the T laxcaltecc? s were joy ned together, to the number of a hun¬ 
dred and fifty thoufand men to givebattaile the next day following, and to fwallow 
up alive the whom fo mortally they did hate, thinking them to bee friends 
unto the Emperour Montezuma^unto whom they wifhed all evill and mifehief. Their 
intent was therefore with all their whole power to apprehend the bearded men, and 
to make of them a more folemne Sacrifice unto their Gods then at any time they 
had done, with a generall banquet of their ftefh, which they called Celefiiall. 

The Captaines of T/****#^ divided their Souldiers into foure Battaile$,rhe one to 
Tepetiepac, another to Ocotelulco3 the third to TizatUn, a d the fburt to Quiahuiz** 

l/a»,thatisto fay, the men of the Mountaines, the men of the Limcpits, the men of 
the Pinetrees, and the Water men 5 all thefe foure forts of men did make the Body of 
the Gommon-weelth of tlaxeaUany and commanded both in time of War and Peace. 
Every of thefe Captaines had his juft portion or number of Warriers,but the Generali 
of all the whole Army was called Xicotencal, who was of the Limepits ; and hee had 
the Standard of the Common-wealth,which is a Crane of gold with his wings fpread, 
adorned with Emeralds and filver worke, which Standard was according to their 
ufe either carryed before the whole Hoft, orelfe behind them all. The Lieutenant 
Generall of the Army was Maxixcazin• and the number of the whole Army was a 
hundred and fifty Thoufand men. Such a great number they had ready againft foure 
hundred Spaniards, and feven hundred Indians of Zmpoallam imdZachtan3 and yet at 
length overcome 5 and after this fight they were the greateft friends that Cortez had in 
thofe parts againft Montezuma. Thefe Captaines came with their Companies, that 
the fields wherethey were feemed a Forreft. They were gallant Fellowes and Well 
Armed according to their ufe, although they were painted, fo that their faces (hewed 
like Devils, with greattuffesof Feathers,and they boafted gallantly. Their Weapons 
and Armour were Slings, Staves, Speares, Swords, Bowes and Arrowes, Sculles, 
Splintes, Gantlets, all of Wood, guilt or elfe covered with Feathers or Lea¬ 
ther; their Corfelets were madeof Cottcn Wooll, their Targets and Bucklers 
gallant and ftrong, made of wood covered with leather and trimmed with tot- 
ten, and feathers 5 their Swords were ftaves with an edge of flint ftone cunningly 
joyned into the ftaffe, which would cut very well and make a fore wound. Their in- 
ftruments of War were hunters homes, and Drummes called Ataballs made like a Cal« 
dron and covered with Vellam. So that the Spaniards in all their difeovery of India 
did never feea better.Army together,nor better ordered; that which I could not o- 
mitco fpeakeof here, having come in the orderof my hiftory to Tlaxcallan;, where 
this numerous and gallant Indian Army was fet forth againft 400 Spaniards and 60© 
Indians their friends. Thefe Indians thus ordered in Battalia bragged very much a* 
gainftthe Spaniards, and faid amongft themfelves,What mad people are thefe beard¬ 
ed men that threaten us and yet know us not 1 But if they will bee fo bold to invade 



£40* 

32 ^ New> Survey of the Weft-Indies, 

our Countrey without our licence, let us not fet upon them fo fcone it is meet they 
have a little reft, for wee have time enough to take and bind them; let us alfo fend them 

meat/or they are come with empty ftomaekesjandfo they (hall not fay that we do ap¬ 
prehend them with wearineSe and hunger. Whereupon they fent unto the Spaniards 

three hundred Turkey eoeks and two hundred baskets of bread, called Centli; the 
which prefent was a great fuccour and refrefhment for the need the Spaniards hood in 
And foone after, Now ( fay they ) let us goe and fet upon them, for by this time they 
have eaten their meat, and now we will eat them, and fofhall they pay us the viftu- 
als that wefent.Thefe & fuck like brags they ufed,feeing fo few Spaniards before them 
and not knowing the ftrength of their Ordnance againft their fo numerous an hoft! 
1 hen the foureCapuines fent two thoufand of their valianteft men ofwarre, and old 
Souldiers, to take the Spaniards quietly, with commandement that, if they did refill 
either to binde them, or elfe to kill them, meaning not to fet their whole Army upon 
them,iaymg3thac they fhould get but fmall honour for fo great a multitude to fight a- 
gainft fo few. The two'thoufand Souldiers pafled the trench that was betwixt the two 
campes and came boldly to the Tower where the Spaniards were. Then came forth 
the Horfe-men, and after them the Footmen, andatthe firft encounter, they made 
the Indians feele how the iroa fwords would cut • at the fecond, they (hewed of what 
force thofe few m number were, of whom a little befdre they had fo jelled ; but at 
the third brunt, they made thofe lufty Souldiers flie, who were come to apprehend 
them, for none of them efcaped, but onlyafewfuch as knew thepaflageof the treh- 

chesorditch. Then the main battail and whole Army fet forth with a terrible and 
marveilousnoife, and came fo fierce upon the Spaniards, till they entred into their 
campe without any refiftance, and there were at handy ltrokes with the Spaniards, and 
m a good (pace could not get them out, many of them being killed,which were fo bold 
to enter. In this fort they fought four houres, before they could make way among 
their enemies. Then the Indians began to faint,feeing fo many dead on their fide, and 
the great wouads they had, and that they could kill none of the Chriftians, yet the 
battail ceafed not, till it drew neere night, and then they retired. Whereof Cortez 

and hi? Souldiers were exceeding gIad,for they were fully wearied with killing of lndh 

ans 1 he nextday in the morning Cortez went forth to fhnne the fields as he had done 
before, leaving halfe his men to keepe the campe 5 and becaufe he fhould not be efbied, 
he departed before day, and burned about ten Townes, and facked one Towne, which 
Was of three thoufand houfes, in the which were found but few people, becaufe the 
molt of them were gone to their campe. After the fpoile he fet fire on the Town and 
came his way to his campe with a great prey by noose time. The-Indians purfued 
thinking to take away their prey,and followed them into the camp,where they Fought 
hve houres, and could not kill one Spaniard, although many of their fide were (lain • 
for even as they were many, and flood on a throng together, the Ordnance made a 
wonderfull fpoil among them, fo that they left off fighting, and the viftory remained 
forth e Spaniards whom the Indians thought were inchanted, becaufe their arrowes 
could not hurt them. The next day following, the four Captaines fent three feve- 
ra I things m prefent to Cortez, and the meflengers thaebrought them faid. Sir, behold 
here hve (laves, and if thou be that rigoroueGod that cateft mans flelh and bloody 
eat thelewhicn we bring unto thee, and we will bring thee more. And if thou be 
the gentle and meek God , behold here frankincenfe and feathers. And if thou bee 
amor tall man, take here fowle, bread and cherries. Cortez anfwered that both he and 
his were mortall men even as they were. And becaufe that alwaieg he had ufed to telf 
them truth, wherefore did they life to tell him lies, and likewife to flatter him,for he 
dehred to be their friend, advifing them not to be mad and ftubborn in their qpinion » 
for Jf they jo did, anuredly they fhould receive great hurt and dammage. 

Not^th (landing this anfwer, there came againe about thirty thoufand of them e- 
ven to Certez.his campe, to prove their corflets , as they had done the day before, but 
theyreturned with broken pates. Here is to be noted that although the firft day the 
Whole holt of Indians came to combat with the Spaniards 5 yet the next day they did 
none, but every feverali Captaine by himfelfe , for fo divide the better the travaile 
and paines equally among them; and becaufe that one lhould not difturbe another 
through the multitude, confidering that they (hould fight but with a few, and ia a nar¬ 

row place; and for this confideration their battails were more frefla and firong, for 

eacls 
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each Captain did contend who fhould doe moft valiantly for t© get honour, and efpe- 
cially in killing one Spaniard, for they thought that all their feuits Ihould be fatisfied 
tvith the death of one Spaniard}or taking one prifoner. Likewil'e is to be conficfered 
the ftrangenclfe of their battail, for notwithllanding their controverfie fifteen daies 
that they were there , whether they 1 ought or no , they lent unto the Spaniards cakes 
of bread, Turkey cocks and cherries. But thi s policy was not to give them that meat 
for good will, but onely to elpie and fee what hurt was done among!! them, and alfb 
to fee what feare or ftomack they had co proceed. But finding by their many fpies that 
the Spaniards were nothing daunted nor diminilhed, they refolved to fend unto Cortez 
Xicotencatl^ who was chiefe and generall Captain in Tlaxcallant and of all the warreS| 
he brought in hiscompany fifty perfons of authority to keep him company. They ap¬ 
proached neer where Cortez was,and faluted each other according to the ufe of theic 
countrey. Their falutations ended, and the parties being fetdowne* \icotencatl be¬ 
gan the talke, faying. Sir,I am come on mine owne behalfe and alio of my fellow Cap¬ 
tain and Lievetenant Maxixca, and in the name of many other noble perfonages, and 
finally in the name of the whole State and Common-wealth of Tlaxcallan, to befeech 
and pray you to admit us into your friendfhip, and to yeeld our feives and countrey 
unto your King, craving alio at your hand pardon for our attempt in taking up armes 
againftyou, wee not knowing what you were, nor what you (ought for in our coun¬ 
trey. And where wc prefumed to refill and defend your entrance* weedid itasagainft 
llrangers whom we knew not, andfuchmenas we had never heretofore leen; and 
fearing alfo that you had been friends to Montezuma, who is, and alwaies hath been 
our mortall enemy. And we had rather all in generall to end our lives, then to put 
our feives infubje&ion to him ; for we thinke our (elves as valiant men in courage as 
our fore-fathers were, who alwaies have refilled againft him and his grand-father,who 
was as mighty as now is he. We would alio have withllood you and your force,but we 
could net, although we proved all our poflibility by night and day, and found your 
ftrength invincible, and we no lucke againftyou. Therefore fince our fate is fuch, we 
had rather be fubjeft unto you then unto any others $ for wee haye knowne and heard 
by the TjcmpoaUanczcs^ that you doe no evill, nor came not to vexe any, but were moft 
valiant and happy, as they have feen in the warres, being in your company. For 
which confideration, we truft that our liberty fballnot be diminifhed, but rather our 
own perfons, wives and families better pre(erved,and our houlesand husbandry not 
deftroyed. And^in (ome of his talke, the tears tricklingdown his cheeks, he befought 
Cortez to weigh that Tlaxcalian did never at any time acknowlege any luperiour Lord 
or King, nor at any time had come any perfon among them to command, but only he, 
whom now they did voluntarily eleft and choofe as their Superiour and Ruler. Cortez 

much rejoyced with this ambafiage, and to leefiich a mighty Captaine, who comman¬ 
ded a hundred and fifty thoufand Souldiers, comeunto his camp to lubmit himfelfej 
judging it alfo matter of great weight to have that Common-wealth in fubje£Uon, for 
the enterprile which he had in hand, whereby he fully made an account, that the 
wars were at an end, to the great contentation of him and his company, and with 
great fame and reputation among the Indians.So with a merry and loving countenance 
he anfwered, laying firft to their charge,the hurt and damage which he had received in 
their countrey, becaufe they refilled at the firft to hearken unto him, and quietly to 
fuffer him to enter into their countrey,as he had required and defired by his melfengers 
lent unto them from Tjaclotan. Yet all this notwithllanding he did both pardon the 
killing of his two Horfes, theaffaulting of him in the high way, and the lies which 
they had moft craftily ufed with him,(Tor whereas they themfelves fought againft him, 
yet they laid the fault to others } likewile their pretence to murther him in the ambufti 
prepared for him ( enticing him to come to their Towne ) without making firft defi- 
ance according to the law of Arms. Yet thefe injuries notwithllanding , he did lo¬ 
vingly receive their offer madeinfiibjeftioti to the Emperour, and that very fiiortly he 
would be with him inTlaxcatlan. At this fame time there were Ambalfadours from 
Adontezunta with Cortez, who grieved much to fee the League that was now beginning 
between the Tlaxcalt tea’s and the Spaniards'jtMty adviled Cortez to give no credit unto 
them, faying, they meant nothing but treafon, and lies, and to lock them up in 
Tlaxcallan. Cortez anfwered the Ambalfadours, that although their advice weretrue, 
vet he did determine to aoe thither, for that he feared them lelfe in the Towne thfcn in 
J tbs' 
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the field. They hearing this am wer and determination, bel'oughi him to give unto 
one of them licence to returre unto Mexico, to ad fertile Monuzum* of all that was p*ft, 
with an an! wer to their ambaflage, promifing within fix dayes to have newes from 
Mexico, and till then prayed him not to depart with hiscampe. Cortez granted their 
requeft, and abode therethe time appointed, expe&ing their anfwer, and within him- 
felte rejoycing to fee how the Mexicans began to feare, that his peace with the Tlaxcal- 

tecaj would be their mine and deftru&ion, as indeed afterwards it proved. In this 
mean feafon came many of Tlaxcalian to the campe, forae brought Turkey cockes, o- 
ther brought bread and cherries, with merry countenances, defiring them to goe home 
with them unto their houfes.Thefixt day the Mexican Ambafiadourcame according to 
promife, and brought unto Cortez ten jewels o> gold , both rich and well Wiought, 
and fifteen thoufand garments of Cotton exceeding gallant,and moltearneltly befought 
him on the behalfe of Montezuma,that he fhould not danger himfelfe in ti ufling to the 
words of the Tlaxcaltecds, who were fo poore that with neceffity they would rob him 
of the things and prefents which his Matter had lent him, yea and likewife murther 
him, knowing of the friendfhip between his Matter atfdhim. At thevery fame time 
all the chiefeft Lords of Tlaxcatlancame tointreac him to goe with them to TlaxcaUan, 

where he fhould be cherifhed, lodged and well provided : for it was a great difhonour 
and fhame unto them to permit fuch perfonages to abide in fuch vilccottages, as they 
were in. And if ( faid they}you truft us not, then we are ready to give you for your 
fecurity whatfoever pledges or gages you (ball demand. And they did both fwear and 
faithfully promife that they might fafely goe with them , faying alfo that the Oath 
and Faith ouheir Common-wealth fhould never be broken for all the goods in the 
world. Thus was Cortez on both lidesearneftly folicited, and intreated; the Mexicans 

fearing his League and friendfhip with the Tlaxcalteca’j, and thtfe hoping that his 
friendfhip with them would be their chicfe protection againft the tyranny eSMontezu¬ 
ma. But Cortez aiming chiefly at the Empire of Mexic o which Montezuma his diflem- 
bled friendfhip would never helre him to enjoy ; and feeing the good will of fomany 
gentlemen his new friends of T laxcaUan, the moft mortall enemies of Montezuma, 
and likewife the Indians of Zempoallan, of whom he had good credit, did fo impor¬ 
tune him, and allure him of his going, he commanded his Fardage to be laden, and 
alfo his Ordnance, and departed toward Tlaxcalhn, with as good order as it had 
been to abattailjand atthe Tower where he had pitched his camp, he left certain croffes 
for a memory with a great heape of ftones ( which till this day remain in the place 
and my felfe have feen them ) and entred into 7 laxcaUan the eighteenth ©f September. 
There came out fuch a multitude of people to fee him and to meet him in the way, that 
it was a wonder to fee. He was lodged in the greateft Temple, which had many 
great and fair lodgings fufficient for him and all his company, except the Indians of 
Zempoallan and Zaclotan his friends, who were lodged in other Temples. He fet cer- 
tainc limits, out of the which he commanded ftraitly that none of his company ftiould 
paffe upon pain of death, and alfo commanded that they fhould take nothing, but 
what fhould be given them. His commandement was well obferved, for none prefu¬ 
med to goe a ftones call without his licence. The Indian gentlemen Slewed great plea- 
lure and curtefie to the ftrangers, and provided them of all things neceflary, and ma¬ 
ny of them gave their daughters unto them in token of true friendfhip , and likewife 
to have fruit of their bodies, to be brought up for the wars, beingfuch valiant men. 
Cortez being throughly fatisfied of their hearty good wills, demanded of them the 
eftate and riches of Montezuma. They exalted him greatly as men that had proved 
his force. And as they affirmed it was neer a hundred yeers , that they maintained 
warres with him and his father Axaica, and others his uncles and grand-fa¬ 
thers 5 they allured him alfo that the gold and treafure of Montezuma was without 
number, and his power and dominion over all the land, and his people innumerablej 
for (faidthey )he joyneth fometimes two hundred thoufand men , yea and three 
hundred thoufand for one battail. And if it pleafed him, he would make as many 
men double, and thereof they were good witnefie, becaufe they had many times 
foughtwich them.Cortex told them he wae nothing difeouraged at all that hispower, 
but intended a journey to Mexico, not doubting to oppofe Montezuma, if hee fhould 
encounter him in the way. He promifed them likewife that he would free them from 
his tyranny, andfubduein hisway all chofeTownes which were allied to the M*xu 

__ cans, 
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cans, and did any way annoy them and their Common-wealth. They gave him 
hearty thankes, alluring him toaffift him and accompany him to CMexico. and for 
the prefent offered him twenty thonfand men, making a lolemne League and Cove¬ 
nant never to forfake him. Thus was Tlaxcallan fubdued and fworne to the power 
and command of the Spaniards, being in thofe times one of the chiefeft , though 
not richeft, Townes in America. whole Inhabitans after clave moft faithfully to Cor* 

tez, and were chief inftruments for [the fubduing of Mexico • and therefore to this 
day are freed from tribute by the Kings of Spain, paying not the money which as a 
tribute taxe is layed upon every Indian to bee payed yeerely, but onely in acknow- 
ledgemcntof lubje&ion they pay yeerely one corne of Maiz, which is their Indian 

Wheat. This great Towne of Tlaxcallan is properly in the Indian tongue as much as 
to fay, as bread well backed, for there is moreGraine called Centli gathered, then in 
all the Province roundabout. In times paft the Towne was called TexcaUan, that 
Istofay, a Valley betwixt two hills. It is planted by a River fide, which fpringeth 
out of a hill called Atlancapetecy and watereth the moft part of the Province, and from 
thence fiftieth out into the South Sea , by Zacatullan. This Town hath foure goodly 
ftreets, which are called Tepeticpac , Ocotelulco, Tizatlan, Quiahuiztlan. Thefirft 
ftreet ftandetbon high upon a hill, farre from the River which may be about half a 
League, and becaufeit ftandethon a hill> it Is called Tepeticpat, that is to fay, a 
hill, and was the firft population , which was founded there on high becaufe of the 
Wars. An other ftreet is fituated on the hill fide towards the River* becaufe at 
the building thereof, there were many Pine trees, they named it Ocotelulco , which 
is to fay, A pine apple plot. This ftreet was beautiful!, and moft inhabited 
of all the Town, and there was the chiefeft Market place, where all the buying and 
fellingwasulcd, and that place they called TianquizJtli5 in that ftreet was the dwel¬ 
ling houfe o{Maxixca. Along the River fide in theplaine ftandeth another ftreet cal¬ 
led Tizatlan, becaufe there is much Lime and Chalke. In this ftreet dwelled Xicoten- 
call, Captaine Generali of the whole Common-wealth. There is anotherftreet named 
by reafon of the brackilh water, ®uijbniztlan. but fince the Spaniards came thither,all 
thole buildings are alnioft altered,after a betterfalhion,and built with ftone. In the 
plain by the riverlfide ftandeth the Town houle, & other Offices,as in the City of Venice. 

This Tlaxcallan was governed by Noble and rich men; they uled not that one alone 
Ihouldrule, but did rather file from that Government as from tyranny, and therefore 
hated Montezuma as a tyrant. In their Wars (as I have faid before) they had foure 
Captaines,which governed each one ftreet,ofthe which foure they did eleft a Captaine 
Generali. Alio there were other Gentlemen, that were Under-Captaines, but a fmall 
number. In the Wars they uled their Standard to bee carried behind the Army, but 
when the battaile was to be fought,they placed the Standard,where all the Hofte might 
fecit,& he that came not incontinent to his Ancientt,payed a pen *lty;Their Standard 
had two Croffe-bow Arrowesfet thereon,which they efteemed, as the Rdiques of their 
Anceftours. This Standard two old Soaldies and valiant men, being of the chiefeft 
Captaines, had the charge to carry, in the which an abufe of foothlaying ei¬ 
ther of lofle or vi&ory was noted. In this order they ffiot one of thele Arrowes againft 
the firft enemies that they met, and if with that Arrow they did either kill or hurt, it 
was a token that they (hould have the victory,and if it neither did kil nor hurc,then they 
afluredly believed that they ftiould lofe the field. This Province or Lord (hip of Tlax- x 
callan had 28. Villages and Townes, wherein were contained 150000 houftiolders. 
They are men well made, and were good Warriers, the like were not among the In¬ 

dians. They are very poore, and have no other riches, but onely the Graine and 
Corne called Centli, and with the gain and profit thereof, they doe both clothe them- 
lelves, and provide all other Hecefiaries. They have many Market places,but the great- 
eft and moft ufed daily, ftandeth in the ftreet of Ocotelulco, which formerly was fo 
famous,chat 20000. perfons came thither in one day to buy and fell, changing on$ 
thing for another, for they knew not what money meaned. They have now and 
had formerly all kind of good policy in the Town • there are Goldfmiths, Feather- 
drefters. Barbers, hot houles, and Potters, who make as good earthen Veflel, as is 
made in Spain. The earth is fat and fruitfall forCorne, fruit, and Pafture, for among 
the Pinetrees groweth lo much grade, that the Spaniards feed their Catteil there,which 
in Spain they cannot doe. Within two Leagues of the Town ftandeth a round hill 

of 
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of fix miles of heigth,and five and forty miles in comparand is now called St.Bartboh- 

tnerves hill, where the fnow freezeth. In times paft they called that hill Matealcncie, 

who was their God for water. They hadalfoa God for Wine, who was named 
Oimtocbtli, for the great drunkeneflc which theyufed. Their chiefeft God was called 
Camaxtlo5 and by another name Mixcovatl, whole Temple Hood in the ftreet of 
Qcotdttlco, in the which Temple there was facriced fome yeeres above eight 
hundred perfons. In the Towne they fpeak three languages , that is to fay, iVw- 
hualb, which is the courtly fpeech, and chiefeft in all the land of Mexico} another 
is called Otomir, which is moft commonly ufed in the Villages; There is one onely 
ftreet that fpeaketh Vinomer , which is the grofleft fpeech. There was alfo formerly 
in the Town acommon Jayle, where Felons lay in Irons, and all things which they 
held for finne,were there corre&ed. At the time that Cortez was there it happened that 
a townfman ftolefrom a Spaniard a little gold; whereof Certez complained to Maxix- 

ca, who in continent made fuch enquiry,that the offender was found in Cbololla, which 
is another great Town five Leagues from thence;they brought the prifoner with the gold, 
and delivered him to Cortez, to doc with him his pleafure. Cortez would not accept 
him, but gave him thankes for his diligence; then was hee carried with a cryer be¬ 
fore him, manifefting his offence, and in the Market place upon a Scaffold they 
brake his joyirts with a cudgell: the Spaniards marvelled to lee fuch Orange juftice,and 
began to bee more confident that as in this point they bad endeavoured to pleafure 
and right them, fo likeuilethey fhould afterwards find them very forward to doe 
their wills and pleafures for the better conquering of Mexico and Montezuma. Ocote- 

lulcoznA Lizatlan, are the twoftreets which now are moft inhabited. In Ocotelnlco 

ftandeth aCloifter of Francilcan Fryers who are the Preachers of that Town ; they 
have there joyning to their Gloifter a very faire Ghurch,to which belong fome fifty 
Indians fingers, Organifts, players onMuficall Inftruments, Trumpeters and Waits, 
who fet out the Mafle with a very fweet and harmonious Mufick, and delight the fan¬ 
cy andlenles, while the fpirit is fad and dull as little acquainted with God, who 
will bee worlhipped in fpirit and in truth. In Tepeticpac and Quiahuiztlan are two 
Chappels onely,to which on the Lords Day, andupon other occafionsthe Fryers of 
the Cloiftcrrelort to lay Mafle. In this Cloifter wee were entertained a day and two 
nights with great Provifion of Flefh and Fifh, which is very plentifull by rcafon of 
the River 5 The Fryers are allowed bytheTown a dozen Indians who are free from 
other lervices onely to filhfor the Fryers. They change their turnes by Weekes, 
foure oneWeekeandfoure another,except they be called upon for fome fpeciall oceafi- 
on, and then they leave all other worke, and attend onely with filh upon the Fryers. 
The Town now is inhabited by Spaniards and Indians together* and is the feat of a 
chief Officer of Juftice lent from Spain every three yeares, called Alcalde Major, 
whole power reacheth to all the Townes within twenty Leagues about. Befideshim 
the Indians have Ilkewife among themfelves, Alcaldes, Regidores and Alguaziles, lii- 
periourand inferiour Officers of Juftice appointed yeerelv by the Alcalde Major, who 
keepesthem all in awe, and takes from them for his lervice as many as hee pleafeth 
without paying any thing for the lervice done unto him. The hard ulage of this Al¬ 

calde Major and other Spaniards hath mnch decayed that populous Town,which Ihould 
rather have been cherifhed,then difheartned by the Spaniards by meanes of it gain¬ 
ed all the reft of the Country. 

CHA P. XI. 

Concluding the ref of our journey foem Tlaxcallan to Mexico, through the 
City of Angels, and Guacocingo. 

HE next place moft remarkable in the Rode wherein wee travelled was the 
City called by the Spaniards f La Puebla de los Angeles, the City of Angels. 
To the which wee were defirous to goe,knowing that in it there was a Con- 

vent of Dominicans of our profeflioB,not having met with any fiich lince the 
day we departed from St. JobfideVlbna. Here wee refrelhed our felves at lealure three 
dayes,finding our lelves very welcome to our owneBrethren^wholpared nothing that 

was 
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was fit for our entertainment. Wee vificed all the City, and tooke large notice of it, 
judging of the wealth and riches ofitnot only by the great Trading in it, but by the 
many Cloiftcrs both of Nuns and Fryers, which it maintaineth, f&ch being common¬ 
ly very burthenfome to the places where they live, an idle kind of beggers who mak; 
the people believe the maintaining of them is meritorious and favingtotheir Soules, 
and that their prayers lor them is more worth then the meanes and fuftenanee which 
they receive from them.Of thefe there is in that City a very great Cloifter of fome fifty 
orthreefcore Dominicans,another of more Frar.cifcans,another of Auguftins, another 
of Mercinarians, another of difcalced Carmelites, another of fefueits, befides foure 
of Nuns. This City is feated in a low and plealant Valley, about ten leagues from a 
very high Mountaine,which is alwayescovered with fnow 5 It ftandeth twenty leagues 
from Mexico, it wasfirftbuilt and inhabited in the yeare 1530. by thecommandof 
*JOon Antonio de Mendoza Vieroy of Mexico, together with the conlent oi Sebajl'tan 
Ramirez, who was a Bilhop, and had been Prefident in time pad in Sto ‘Dommgo, and 
Was that yeare in Head oiNunniodeGuzmanQNho hadbehaved himfelfe very evill both 
with the Indians and Spaniards') lent to beePrefidentof the Chancery of Mexico with 
thele other foure Judges the Licenciates Join de Salmeron, Gafio Quirog*, Francifco Cej- 

ms< and Alonfo Maldonado. Thele Judges governed the land farre better then Nunnio 
de Guzman before them had done 5 and among other remarkable things they did, was 
to caufe this City to bee inhabited; and fet at liberty the Indians who inhabited there 
before, and were grievoufly fuppreffed and inflaved by the Spaniards, and therefore 
many of them departed from thence, who had inhabited there before, and went to 
feeketheir living at Xalixco, Hmduras, Guatemala and other places, where Warre 
then was. This City was formerly called by the Indians CuctlaxCoapan, that is to 
fay, a Snake in water* the reafon was, becaufe there are two Fountaines, the one of 
evillwater, and the other of good. This Cityisnowa EilliopsSea, whole yeerely 
Revenues lince the cutting off from it Xalappa De laVeraCrux, are yet worth above 
twenty thoufand Duckats; By realbn of the good and wholelome aire it dayly 
increafeth with Inhabitants, who refort from many other places to live there5 
but elpecially the yeare 1634. when Mexico waslike to bee drowned with the inun¬ 
dation ofthelake, thoufands left it, andcame with all their goods and Families to 
this City of the Angels, which now is thought to confift of ten thouland Inhabi¬ 
tants. That which maketh it moft famous is the Cloth which is made init,andis 
lent farre and nee re, and judged now to bee as good as the Cloth of Segovia, which 
is the beft that is made in Spain, but now is not Co much efteemed of, norfentfo 
much from Spain to America by reafon ofthe abundance of fine Cloth which is made 
in this City of Angels. The Felts likewile that are made, are the bell of all that Coun¬ 
try ; thereislikewifeaglaflehoufejwhichisthere ararity, none other being as yet 
knowrae in thole parts. But the mint houle that is in it, where is coyned halfe the 
Silver that cometh from Sacatecas, makes it the fecond to M.xicoj audit is thought 
that in time it will becas great and populous as Mexico. Without it there are many 
Gardens, which ftore the Markets with provifion of Salets; the Icile abounds with 
Wheat, and with Sugar Farmes; among the which not farre from this City there 
is one lo great and populous(belonging to the Dominican Fryers of Mexico) t hat for 
the work onely belonging unto it, it maintained in my time above two hundred black- 
more Haves men and women befides their little children. The chief Town betweene 
this City of Angels, and Mexico, is called Guacocingo confiding of fome five hundred 
Indians, and one hundred ^jniWrlnhabitants. Here is likewife aCloifterof Fran- 
eifeans, who entertained us gallantly, and made (hew unto us of the dexterity of 
their Indians in Mufick. Thofefat Fryers wanted not like the reft all Provision ne« 
ceflaryfor the body. But their greated glory and boafting to us was the education 
whichtheyhad given tolornechildren of theTown, efpecially fuch as fierved them 
in their Cloiller, whom they had brought up to dancing after the Spanijb fafhionat 
the found of theGuitarra. And this a dozen of them ( the biggeftnot being above 
fonrteene yeears of age) performed excellently for our better encertainment that night, 
wee Were there till midnight, finging both S-panijh and Indian tunes, capering and 
dancing with their Callannettas, or knockers on their fingeis with fuch dexterity, as 
not onely did delight,but amaze and aftonifh us. True it is,wee thought thole Fran- 
eifeans might have been better imployed at that time in their QH’reat their midnight 
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devotions according to their profeilion 5 but we ttill found vowed religious duties 
more and more negle&ed 3 and worldlineffe too too much imbraced , by fuch as had 
renounced and forfaken the world and all its pleafures , fports and paftimes. 

ThisTowne of Gnacocingois almoft as much as Tlaxcallanpriviledged by the Kings 
of Spain •, for that it joyned with Tlaxcallan againft the Mexicans, in defence of Her¬ 

nando Cortez and the reft of the Spaniards that firft conquered that land. Thefe of Gua- 

cocingo being confederated with the inhabitants of Tlaxcallanfihololla, and Huacacbo/U 
ftrongly defended the inhabitants of Cbalco, when they lent to Cortez for fuccour, decla- 
ringthatthe Mexicans madegreat fpoile among them, Which fuccour Cortez at that 
time not being able to fend themj being bulled in lending for his Vergantines to beliege 
Mexico by water as well as by land, he remitted them to the hclpe of the TlaxcaltecJs, 

and unto thefe of Gnacocingo , Cbololla, and Httacacbolla j who fhewed great valour 
as yet never buried in oblivion , in relieving Cha'co againft the ftrength, and power of 
Montezuma, which had ilfued out of Mexico, to keep the Spaniards from drawing 
ncer unto that City. For thatfaft is this Towne with the othersfore-mentionedj un¬ 
till this day priviledged and highlyeileemed of the Spaniards. From hence wee made 
our laft journey to theCity of Mexico, palling over the fide of that high hill which we 
haddifeovered at the City of Angels, fome thirty miles off. There arc no Alpes like 
unto it for height, cold, and conftanc fnow thatlieth upon it. From Spain to that 
place we had not felt any filch extremity of cold, which made the Spaniards that had 
come out of the hotdimateof Spain, and endured excelfive heat at lea, wonder and 
admire. T his laft journey from Gnacocingo to Mexico we reckoned to be thirty Jingblb 

miles, and of the thirty miles we judged atleaftthe fifteen to be up and downe the hill; 
and yet the top of it ( whither we afeended not) was far higher. From that highcli 
part of it which we travailed over, wedifcoveredtheCity of Mexico, and the lake a- 
boutit, which feemedtous tobeneerathand. Handing fome ten Englijb miles in a 
plain from the bottome of this mountaine. When Hernando Cortez went the fccond 
time from Tlaxcallanto Mexico , to befiege it by land and by water, with Vergantines 
which for that purpofe he had caufed to be made, on the fide of this mountaine were 
his land Forces lodged, where many had pcrilhed with cold, had it not been for the 
ftore of wood which they found there. Butin the morning he afeended upwards on 
this hill, andfent his fcoutof foureFoot-menandfoUrHorle-mentodifcover, who 
found the way flopped with great trees newly cut downe by the Mexicans, and placed 
croffewifein the way. But they thinking that yef: forwards it was not fo, proceeded 
forth as well as they might,till at length the let with great huge Cedars was luch, that 
they could paffe no further,and with this newes were forced toreturn3certifyingCWej& 
that the Horfe-nien could notpafle that way in any wife. Cortez demanded of them 
whether they nad feen any people; they anfwered No. Whereupon he proceeded for- 
ward,with all the Horfe-men,and a thoufand Foot-men3commandingall the refidue of 
his Army to follow him with asmuchfpeed as might be* fothat with that company 
which he carried with him,he made way, taking away the trees that were cut downe to 
difturbe his paffage; and in this order in fhort time paffed his hoft without any hurt or 
danger,but with great pain and travaile5for certainly if the Mexicans had been thereto 
defend thatpafiage, the Spaniards had not palled , for it was then a very evill way 
(tnough now it be areafonoblc wideopen rode,where Mules laden with wares from 
St. John de Vlbua, and the Sugar farmes daily paffe) and the Mexicans alfo thought 
the fame to be fure with the trees which were eroded the way ; whereupon they were 
careleffe of that place, and attendedtheir coming in plain ground ; forfrom Tlaxcal¬ 
lan to Mexico are three way es, of the which Cortez chofe the worft , imagining the 
thing that afterwards fell out, or elfe fome had advifed him how that way was cleare 
from the enemies. At the defeent of this hill Cortez abode and refted himfelfe, till all 
the whole Army were come together , to defeend downe into the plainc- for from 
hence they deferied the fires and beacons of their enemies in fundry place’s, and all 
thofe who had attended their coming by the other two waies, werenpw gathered to¬ 
gether, thinking to fet upon them betwixt certain bridges ( which are in the plain made 
lor travellers by reafon of the many dikes and currents of water which iffue from the 
lake ) where a greatcompany abodeexpeaing their coming. But Cortez fent twenty 
Horfe-men who made way among them, and then followed the whole Army, who 
flew many of them without receiving any hurt. Thus did the remembiiance of thofe 
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antiquities newly refrefhed by the object of the hill and plain beneath, make that cold 
and hard paffage more comfortable aud eafieuncous. The firft Towne weeametobe- 
low the hill, was Quabtitipec^ oi the jurifdi&ion of Tezcuco^ where we alfo called to 
mind,that this was the place, neer unto whiclnvas pitched the Campe of the Indians 
of Culkua , which was neer a hundred thoufand men of warre, who were fent by the 
Seniors of Mtxico and Tezcuco to encounter Cortez*, but all in vain; for his Horfe-men 
broke through them, and his Artillerie made fuch havock among them, that they were 
foon put to flight. 

Three leagues from hence on our right hand as we travailed, we difeovered Tezcuco 

by the fide of the lake, and out of the Rode; yet it miniftred unto us matter of a 
large difeourfe, taken from the time of Cortl and the firft Conquerors, who found 
it a great City, and at that time even as big as Mtxico * though in it Cortez met with 
no refinance* for as he journeyed towards it, foure principall perforis inhabitants of 
it met tvith his forces, bearing a rod of gold with a little flag in token of peace, fay- 
ing th»t tyacnacoyocin their Lord had fent them to defire him not to make any fpoile 
in his City, andTownes about it* and like wife to offer his friendfbip, praying alfb 
that it might pkafe him with his whole Army to take his lodging in the Town of 
2Ysc»w,where helhould be well received. Cortez rejoycing at this meflage, yet jea¬ 
lous of fomc treachery, and miftrutting the people of Tezcuco ( whole forces joyned 
with the Mexicans and Culbnacans he had met with a little before ) went forward on 
his way and came to Ghtabtttichanand Huaxuta ( which then were fuburbs of the great 
City Tezcuco, but now are petty Villages by themfelves) where heand all his hoft were 
plcnteoufly provided of all things neceflary, and threw down the Idols. This done 
he entred into the City, where his lodging was prepared in a great houfe, fufficienc 
for him and all the Spaniard/, with many other his Indian friends. And becaufe that 
at his firft entry, he faw neither women nor children, he fufpe&cd fonie treafon, and 
forthwith proclaimed upon pain of death that none of his men fhould goe out. In 
the even ing the Spaniards went up into theZoties and galleries to behold the City,and 
there they faw the great number ofCitizens that fled from thence with their ftuffe,fome! 
towards the mountaines, and others to the water fide to take boat, a thing ftrange 
to fee the great hafte and ftirre to provide for themfelves. There were at that time at 
leaft twenty thoufand little boats (calledCanvas')occupied in carrying houfhold-ftuffe 
and paflengers* Cortez would faine have remedied it, butthe nighc was fo nigh at 
hand, that he could not. He would gladly alfo have apprehended the Lord, but hee 
was one of the firft that fled unto Mexico. This Tow ne of Tezcuco to this day is fa¬ 
mous among the Spaniards', for that it was one ofthe firft, if not the firft ( which ac- 
cordingto the Hiftories of thofe parts is very probable ) that received a Chriftian King 
to rule and governe. For Cortez hearing that Coacuaccyocin then Kingot that City and 
Townes adjacent was fled , caufed many of the Citizens to be called before him, and 
having in his company a young gentleman of a Noblehoufe in that eountrey,who had 
beenlately chriftened, and had tonam z Hernando ( Cortez being his God-father, who 
loved him well )faid unto the Citizens, that this new Chriftian Lord Dan Hernando 

was fonneunto Nezwalpincintli their loving Lord, wherefore he required them to 
make him their King, confidffing that Coacuacejocin wa* fled unto the enemies , lay- 
ing alfo before them his wickecj fa& in killing of Cacuza his owne brother, onely to 
put him from his inheritance and Kingdome, through theeuticement of Quahutimcecin 

a mortall enemy to the Spaniards. In this fort was that new Chriftian Don Hernando 

elefted King, and the fame thereof being blown abroad,many Citizens repaired home 
again to vific their new Prince, fo that in (hortfpace the City was as well replenifhed 
with people, asit was before, and being alfo well ufed at the Spaniards hands, they 
ferved them diligently in all things that they were commanded. And Don Hernando 

abode ever after a faithfull friend unto the Spaniards in their warres again ft Mexiw0 and 
in fhort time learned the Spanijb tongue.. And foone after came the inhabitants of 
GhtahMticban, Huaxuta, and Auttnco to fubmit themfelves, craving pardon if in any 
thing they had offended, Within two daies after DonHernando was made King of this 
great City and Territorie belonging to it (whofe borders reach unto the borders of 
TlaxcaUan) came certaine gentlemen of Huaxttta and g>)uabutieban, to cer title unto him, 
how all the power of the Mexicans was coming towards them , and to know if it were 
his pleafore, that they fhould carry their wives 3 children and other goods into the 
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mountaines, or elfe to bring them where he was, theirfeare was fo great. Co,t<z for 
the King his God-child and favourite made unto them this anfwer, faying, Bee ye 

„ of good courage, and fea re ye not. Alfo I pray you to command your wives and 
families to make no alteration but rather quietly to abide in your houfes. And con¬ 
cerning the enemies I am glad of theircoming, foryee {halllee how I will deale with 
them. But the enemies went not to Huaxuta^s it was thought, nevertbelefle Ccrttz 

having intelligence where they were, went out to encounter them with two pieces of 
Ordnance, twelve Horlemen and two hundred Spaniards, and with many Indians Of 
TlaxcaBan. He fought with the enemy, and flew but few, for they fled to the water, 
and fo efcaped in their Canons. Thus did Cortez in Tezcuco defend himfelfe and friends 
from the great powenof the ^Mexicans, who daily attempted to be revenged on him, 
and the new Chriftiatf King whom he had made. But Cortez, thinking that place the 
moft convenient to lanch his Vcrgantines to the water, and hearing that they were fi- 
niftied ztTlaxcaBati;, fent Gonzalo de Sandoval to bring them from Tlaxca&an*, who 
at the border of that Province met with them being brought in pieces,as tables,planks 
and nayles, with all other furniture, the which eight thoufand men carried upon their 
backes. There came alfo for their fafeconduft twenty thouland men of warre, and a 
thouland Tamemez, who were the Carriers of victuals, and fervants. Chichimecatetl^ 

a principall and valiant Indian and Captaine of a thouland men had the Rere-gard. 
And Tupitil and Teutecatl, very principall gentlemen, had the Vant-gard with ten 
thouland men. Inthemidft were placed the Tamemez, and thole that carried the 
Foyfl, with all the apparell of the Vergantines. Before thole two Captains went a 
hundred Spaniards, and eight Horfe-men, and behind and laft came Gonzalo de San- 
dovalvixth all the refidue, and (even Horfe-mcn. Thus they tooke their way towards 
Tezcutg, with a marvellous noile, crying, Chriftians, Chriftians, Tlaxcallan, 
llaxcaHan , and Spaine. When they came to Tezcuco , they entred in in very «gpod 
order, with the found of Drummes, Snail (hels, and other like inftrunients of muflekj 
and again ft their entry into the City, they put on all their bravery of cloches, and 
buftiesof leathers, which was a gallant light; they were fix houres in entring into the 
lowne, keeping their array. At the fame of this many Provinces came to fubtnic 
and offer their fervice unto Cortezy fome for fear of deftruftion,and others for the ha¬ 
tred which they bare to the Mexicans * fo that now Cortez was ftrong both with Spa¬ 
niards znd Indians h and his Court at Tezcuco was as great, or greater then Montezn• 

t*a’j formerly had been at Mexico. And here Cortez made his preparation for the liege 
of Mexico with all haft, and furnifhed himfelfe with lading ladders, and other necef- 
faries fit for fuch apurpole.His Vergantines being nayled and throughly ended, he made 
a (luce, or trench of halfc a league of length, twelve foot broad and more, and two 
fadome in depth. This worke was fifty daies a doing , although there were foure 
hundred thoufand men daily working; truly a famous worke and worthy ©fmemory, 
which hath made Tezc*c*glorioufly mentioned, though now almoft decayed in the 
great number of inhabitants. The Dock or Trench being thus finilhed, the Vergan¬ 
tines were calked with towe and cotton wooll, and for want of Tallow and oyle, 
they were ( as fome Authors report )driven to take mansgreafe, not that Cortez per¬ 
mitted them to flay men for that effeft, but of thole which wereflainein the warres, 
and of fuch as fallied dayiy out of Mexico to hinder this work,and fighting were fialne. 
The Indians, who were cruel and bloody Butchers,ufing facrifice of mans flefti,would in 
this fort open the dead body and rake out the greale. The Vergantines being lanched, 
Cortez muttered his men, and found nine hundred Spaniards, of the which were four- 
{coreandhxHorle-men, and a hundred and eighteen with CrofTe-bowes, and Harga- 
buibes; and all the refidue had fundry Weapons, as Swords, Daggers, Targets, 
Launces, and Halberts. Alfo they had for armour, Corflets, coats of Mayle, and 
Jackes. They had moreover three great Peeces of caft Iron^fifteen fmall peeces of brafle, 
and ten hundred weight of powder, withftoreof thot, befides a hundred thoufand 
Indians, men of warre. On Whitfunday all the Spaniards canie into the field , that 
great plaine below the high mountaine fpoken of before, where Cortez made’three 
chiefeCaptaines, among whom he divided his whole Army. Unto Pedro de Aha* 
rado the firit Captaine he appointed thirty Horle-men , and a hundred and feventy 
Foote*men of the Spaniards, two peeces of Ordnance, and thirty thoufaftd Indians, 
commanding him to campe mThtopan. Unto Cbrijlwal de G lid the fecond Captaine 
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hee give three and thirty horfermn,and a hundred and eighteen footmen of the Spanifi 
Nation, two Peeces of Ordnance and thirty thousand Indians, and appointed him to 
pitch hts campe in Culbttacan. To Gonzalo de Sandova', who was the third Captaine 
hee gave three and twenty horlemen, and a hundred and tbreefcore footmen, typo 
peeces of Ordnance, and forty thoufand Indians , with Comrniffion to choofe a 
place to pitch his campe. In every Vergan tine hee planted a pecce of Ordnance, fix 
Hargabulhes, or CroHe* bowes, and three and twenty Spaniards, men mod fit for that 
purpole. Hee appointed allb Captaines for each, and hi mfelfe for (general], whereof 
lonie ofthechiefeft of his Company began to murmur, that wentbyland, thinking 
that they had been in greaterdanger; wherefore they requited him to goe with the 
maine battaile, and not by water. Cortez little efteemed their words ; for although 
there was more dangerin the land then in the water, yet it did more import to have 
greater care in the Warrcsby water, then on the land, becaufe his men had beene in 
the one , and not in the other. Befides the chiefelt hopes that Cortez had to winne 
Mexico, were thefe Veflels, for with them he burned a great part of the Cama's of. 
Mexico, and the reft hee fo locked up, that they were no help unto the Mexicans, 

and with twelve onely Vergantines hee did annoy his enemy as much by water, as the 
reft of his Army did by land. All this preparation for the fiege of Mexico by land 
and water, with above a hundred thoufand Indians, bebdes the Spanirds above men¬ 
tioned , and the twelve Vergantines by water, was finifhed in this City of Tezcttco, 

which is a fufficient argument of the greatnefle of it at that time,maintaining wi th Pro¬ 
ton fit and neccflary fo many thoufandsof people, and it yeelded matter enough 
unto us fora large difcourfe,whilft not farre from the fight of it wee travelled in the o- 
pen and direft plaine Rode to Mexico. And as we talked of the greatneffc of it in for- 
mertimes, fo likewife weenow wondered toconfider itfo bee but a fimall Govern¬ 
ment, where doth conftantly refide a Spanifh Governour lent from Spain, whole 
power reacheth to thole borders of TlaxcaHan and Guacocingo, and to molt ofthe pet¬ 
ty Townesand Villages ofthe plaine, which wefe formerly under the command and 
power of a King; but now ate not able to make up above a thoufand Duckats a ycer, 
which is fuppofed to bee tbeyeerly revenues of the Governour . and Tezcuco it fielf this 
day judged toconlift onely of a hundred Spaniards, and three hundred Indian Inhabi¬ 
tants, whofechiefe riches come by gardening, and fending daily in their C anna's 
Herbes and Salets to Mexico.Some wealth likewife they get by their Cedar trees which 
grow there, and are ready timber for the buildings of Mexico. Yet now alfo are thele 
Cedars much decayed by the Spaniards, who have wafted and fpoiled them in their 
too too fumptuous buildings. Cortez onely was accufed by Pamfilo deNarvaez for that 
hee had fpent feven thoufand beames of Cedar trees in the worke of bisowne houfe. 
Gardens there were in Tezcuco formerly, that had a thoufand Cedar trees for walls 
and circuite, fomeoftheni ofa hundred and twenty foot long,and twelve foot in com- 
paffe from end to end; but now that Garden that hath fifty Cedar trees about it, is 
much regarded. At the end of this plain Wee pafled through Mexicalcincowhich 
formerly was a great Town, bur now not of above an hundred Inhabitants, and from 
thence to Guetlavac, a petty Village, yet mofr pleafant for the lhade of many fruit trees. 
Gardens, and (lately houlcs which for their recreation fome Citizens of Mexico have 
built there,being at the foot of the Cawfey which from this Town through the Lake 
reacheth about five Englifb miles to Mexico. And thus upon the third day of October 

1625. wee entred into that famous and gallant City, yet not abiding in it, but onelv 
palling through it,till we came to a houfeof recreation,ftanding among the Gardens in 
k Cbapnltepec,Ti3ti)cd Saint belonging to the Dominicans of Manila in 

the Eaft-India's,(whither ourcourle was intended)where wee were ftatcly entertained, 
and abode till after Candlemafeday, the time of our fecond Ihipping at Acoapitfco (80! 
leagues from Mexico) by the South-Sea to CManila the chief City of the Jflands named 
FbUippinas. 

E * CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Shewing fome particulars of the great and famous City of Mexico in former 
times,with a true description of it now ^ and of the State and condition 
of it the year e 1625. 

|T hath been no fmall peecc of Policy in the Fryers and Jefuites of Manila 
andthelflands of Vhilippinas to purchafe neere about Mexico, fome houfe and 
Garden to carry thither fuch Miffionary Preills as they yeerly bring from 
Spain for thofe parts. For were it not that they found fome reft and place of 

Recreation , but were prefently clofedup intheCloiftersof^a/co to follow thofe Re¬ 
ligious duties (whichforeagainft their wills raoft of them are forced toj they would 
foon afcer a tedious journey from Spain by Sea and land relent of their parpofes of 
goingforward, and venturing upon a fecondvoiage by the South-Sea; and would ei¬ 
ther refolve upon a returne to Spain, or of flaying in fome part of America. as my 
felfe and five more ofmy company did, though fecretly and hiddenly, and fore againll: 
the will of Fryer Calvo and others, who had the tutoring and condufting of us. 
Therefore that all fuch as come from Spain to bee (hipped againe at Acoapul'ca for 
Tbilippinas, may have all manner of incouragement, reft and recreations becomming 
their Profeffions, whilftthey doe abide in America, and may not bee difheartned by 
thofe that live about Mexico, (who doe truely envy all that paffe that way to AJid)the 
Fryers and Jefuites have purchafed for their Millions houfes of Recreation among the 
Gardens, which arc exempted from the power and command of the Superiors of Mexi¬ 
co , andarefubordinate unto the Government of the Provincials of Philippinas , who 
fend from thence their fubftitute Vicars to rule,and to looke to the forementioned hou¬ 
fes and Gardens. To the Dominicans belonged this houfe called St. Jatintbo,wh\- 
ther wee werecarried, and where wee did abide neere five moneths, having all things 
provided that were fit and necefTary for our Recreations, and for our better encourage¬ 
ment to a fecond voiage by Sea. The Gardens belonging to this houfe might bee of 
fifteen Acres of ground, divided into fhady walkes under the Orange and Lemmon 
trees? there wee had the Pomegranates, Figges, and Grapes in abundance, with the 
Plantin, Sapotte, Chicofapotte, Pine-fruit, and all other fruits that were to bee 
found in Mexico. The Herbes and Salets, and great number of Spanifr Cardoes which 
were fold out, brought in a great Pvent yecrely; for every day there was a Cart 
attended to bee filled and fent to the Market of Mexico • and this not at fea- 
fons of the yeere, as herein England and other parts of Europe, but at all times 
and feafons, both Winter and Summer, there being no difference of heat, cold, 
frofts, and fnow, as with us 5 but the fame temper all the whole yeer,the Winter differ¬ 
ing onely from the Summer by the raine that falls, and not by exceffive frofts that nip. 
This wee enjoyed without dores; but within wee had all forts and varieties both of 
fifhandflefh. What moftweewondredat, was the abundance of fweet-Meat«$ and 
efpeciallyof Conferves that were provided for us 5 for to every one of us during the 
time of our abode there, was brought on Munday morning halfe a dozen Boxes of 
Conferveof Quinces, and other fruits, befides our Biskets, to flay our ftomackes in 
the mornings and at other times of the day j for in our ftomackes we found a great 
differencebetweene Spain and that Countrey. For in Spainand other parts of Europe 

a mans ftomack will hold out from meale tomeale, and onemealc here of goed cheer 
willnourilh and cherifti the ftomack foure and twenty houres • But in Mexico ando- 
ther parts of America wee found that two or three houres after a good meale of three 
or foure feverall difhes of Mutton, Vealeor Beefe, Kid, Turkies,or other Fowles, our 
ftomackes would bee ready to faint, and fo wee were faine to fupport them with ei¬ 
ther a cup of Cbocolatte, or a bit of Conferve or Bisket, which for that purpofe was 
allowed us in great abundance. This feemed tomee foftrange, ( whereas the meat 
feemed as fat and hearty, exceptingtbe Beefe, as ours in Europe ) thatl for fome fa- 
tisfaftion prefently bad recourfe to aDo&orof Phyfick; who cleared my doubt with 
thisanfwer, That though the meat we fed on was as faire to looke on , as in Spaing 
yet' the fubftance and nourifhment in it came farre fhort of ic, by reafon of the pafture, 
which is dryer and hath not the change of fprings which the paftures of Europe have, 
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but is fhort and wither* foone away. But fecondly, bee told mee that the Climate of 
thofe parts had this effeft, to produce a faire flicw, but little matter or Tubltance. As 
in theflefh weefedon; fo likewife in all the fruits there,which are molt faire and beau• 
tifull to behold, moftfweetand lufcioustotafte, but little inward virtue dr nourifb- 
ment at all in them, not halfe that is in Spanifb Camuefa, or Englijh Kentifh Pippin. 
And as in Meat, and fruit there is this inward and hidden deceit, fo likewife the fame 
is to bee found in the people that are borne and bred there, who make faire outward 
fhewes,but are inwardly falfe and hollow hearted. Which I have heard reported much 
among the Spaniards to h-ave beene the anfwerofour Queene Elizabeth ot England to 
fome that prefented unto her of the fruits of America, that fiirely where thole fruits greiv, 
the women were light,and all the people hollow and falfe hearted.But further reafbns I 
omit to fearch into for thisjof experience onely I write,which taught me that little fub- 
ftancc & virtue is in the great abundance and variety of food which there is enjoyed,our 
ftomackes witneffing this truth,which ever and anon were gaping and crying,Feed,feed. 
Our Conferves therefore and dainties were plentifully allowed us; arid all other in- 
couragements and no occafion denied us of going to vifit Mexico, ( which was not 
two full miles from us) all the while wee abode there. It was apleafant walke for us 
to goe out in the morning,and to fpend all the day in the City and come home at nigh t5 
our way lying by Arches made of hone, three miles long tp convey the water from 
Chapultepec unto the City, Take therefore,gentle Reader, from mee what for the fpace 
of five moneths I could learne concerning it in former and prefent times. The fitua- 
tion of this City is much like that of Venice • but onely differs in this, that Venice is 
built upon the Sea-water, and Mexiso upon a lake, which feeming one, indeed is two- 
one part whereof is Handing water^the other ebbeth and floweth according to the wind 
that bloweth. That part which ftandeth, is wholefome,good,and fweet, and yeeld- 
cth ftoreof fmall fifh. That part which ebbeth and floweth, is of faltifb,bitter,and pe- 
ftiferous water,yeelding no kind offifh, fmall cr great* The fweet water ftandeth 
higher then the other, and fallethinto it, and reverteth not backward, as fome conceive 
it doth. The fait Lake containeth fifteen miles in breadth, and fifteen in length, and 
more then five and forty in Circuite; and the Lake of fweet water containeth even as 
much; in fuch fort that the whole Lake containeth much about a hundred miles. The 
Spaniards are divided in opinions concerning this water and the fprings of it* fome 
hold that all this water hath but one fpring out of a great and high Mountaine which 
ftandeth South weft within fight of Mexico, and that thecaufe that the one part of the 
Lake is brackifh orfaltifh, is that the bottome or ground is all fait; But however this 
opinion bee true or falfe, certaine it is and by experience I can witneffe that of that part 
of the fait water great quantity of Salt is day ly made, and is part of the great Trading 
of that City into other parts of the Countrey,nay it is fent part of it to the Fhilippina 
Iflands. Others fay that this Lake hath two fprings, and that the frefh water fpringeth 
out of that Mountaine which ftandeth Southweft from Mexico, and the fait brakifh 
water fpringeth out of other high Mountaines which Hand more Northweft* But 
thefegive no reafon for the falcnefle of it, without it bee the agitation of it in theeb- 
bing and flowing;; which not being with tides like the Sea, but with the winds one¬ 
ly (which indeed make it as ftormy fometimes as is the Sea) why may not the wind? 
produce the fame effe&inthe frefh water Lake? I think rather, if it fpring from a 
different fpring from that from whence fpringeth the frefli Water, the brackifhnefte 
andfaltifhnefleofic may proceed from fome brackifh and fulphurous minerals through 
which it pafiferh in thofe Mountaines. For by experience I know the like in the Pro¬ 
vince of Guatemala, whereby aTowne called Amatitan, there is a Handing Lake of 
water not altogether fweet and frefh, but a little brackifh,which certainly hath its fpring 
from a fiery Mountaine called there a Vulcan,Qwho(e burning proceeds from the Mines 
of brimftone that are within it) from whence fpring neere the fameTowne likewife 
two or threefprings of exceeding hot Water, which are reforted to for wholefbmc 
bathes, as coming through a fulphurous mine, and yet the ftanding Lake proceeding 
from the fame Mountaine is of that quality that maketh it the ground about it fa’t,and 
and efpecially in the mornings the people go to gather up the fait which lyeth upon the 
ground by the water fide like unto a hoary froft. But thirdly,others concieve that that 
part of the Lake of Mexico which isfaltifhand btackifh comes through the earth from 
the North Sea 5 and though fprings of water which come from the Sea lofe their 

brackifhncfle 
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brackifhneffe through the earth, yet this may keepe fome brackifhnefie by reafon of 
the minerals, which are many in chofe parts; or by reafon of the great , wide and o- 
pen concavities of thofe mountaines, which being very hollow within (asweefindby 
experience of the Earthquakes which are more frequent there then here by reafon of 
the wind that getteth into thofe concavities , and fo fhake the earth to get out) give no 
way to the water to fweeten through thcearth, or to lofeall that falcnefe u inch it 
brought with it from the Sea. Butwhatfoever the true reafon bee, there is not the like 
Lake knowneof fweet and faltilh water,one part breeding fifh,che other breeding none 
at all. This Lake had formerly fome fourefcore Townes,fome fay mores fituated round 
about it; many of them containing five thoufand houlholds, and fome ten thoufand 
yeaand T(z:hco (as I have faid before) wasasbiggeas Mexico. But when I was there, 
there might bee thirty Townes and Villages about it, and fcarce any of above five hun¬ 
dred houlholdes between Spaniards and Indians; fuch hath beene the hard ufage of 
the Spaniards towards them, that they have even almoii confirmed that poore Natron. 
Nay two yeers before Icamefromthofepart?,whichweretheyeersofi635.and 163d. 
I was credibly informed that a million of Indians lifes had been loft in anindeavour 
of the Spaniards to turne the water of the Lake another way from the City, which was 
performed by cutting away through the Mountaines, for to avoid the great inundati¬ 
ons that Mexico was fiihj ft unto,and efpecially for that the yeerltf^.the waters grew 
fo high that they threatned dellru&ion to all the City,ruinating a great part, and com¬ 
ing into the Churches that flood in the higheft part of ir, in fo much that the people 
ufed commonly boats and Canons from houfe to houfe. And moft of the Indians that 
lived about the Lake were imployedto ftrive againft this ftrong Element of water, 
which hath been the undoing of many poore wretches, but efpecklly of thefe thirty 
Towns and Villages that bordered near upon the Lakejwhich now by that great work 
is further from the houfes of the City;and hath a paffage made another way, thoughit 
was thought it would not long continue.but would find againe its old courfe towards 
Mexico. This City when Cortez firft entred into it,(was as fome fay)of fixty, but more 
probably it is reported to have beenc of fourefcore thoufand houfes. CMontezuma his 
palace was very great,large and beautifull, which in the Indian language was named Te- 
pac • and that had twenty doores or gates, which had their out coming into the com¬ 
mon ftreets. It had three Courts; and in theone flood afaire Fountaine,many hals, 
and a hundred chambers of three and twenty, and thirty foot long, an hundred 
bathes, and hot houfes; and all this without nailes, yet very good workmanfhip. 
The walls were made ofMafons worke, and wrought of Marble, Iafpe, and other 
black ft one, with veines of red, like unto Rubies and other flones which glittered very 
faire; the roofs were wrought of timber, and curiouOy carved , being of Cedar, Cy¬ 
pres,and Pine tree; the Chambers were painted and hung with cloth of Cotton, and 
of Coneys haire and feathers. The beds onely were unfeeming £is great date, very 
poore and of no value, fuch as to this day the beftand richeft Indians ufe; for they 
weare nothing but mantles laid upon mattes,or upon hey, or elfe mattes alone. With¬ 
in this Palace lived a thoufand women, nay fome affirme three thoufand , reckoning 
gentlewomen , fervants and (laves, all together 5 But the mod were principal! Indians 

daughters; of whom Montezuma tooke for himfelfe thofe that liked him befl,andthe 
others heegavein marriage to gentlemen bis fervants. It is credibly reported among 
the Spaniards that hee had at one time a hundred and fifty women his wives with 
child, who commonly tooke medicines to call their creatures, becaufe they knew that 
they fhonld not inherit the State ; and thefe had many old women to guard them,fbr 
no man was permitted to looke upon them. Befides this Tepac, which fignifieth, 
Pal^Montezuma had yet in Mexico another houfe with very curious lodgings and fair 
Galleries, built upon pillars of Iafpe, which looked towards a goodly Garden, in 
the which there were at Ieaftadozen Ponds, fome of fait Water for Sea fowlesy and o- 
thers of frefh water for River fowled and Lake fowles, which Ponds were devifed 
with Sluces to empty and to fill atpleafure for the cleannefTe of the Fowles feathers, 
and thefe Fowles are faid to have beene fo many in number, that the Ponds could 
Icarcely hold them, and of fuch feverallforts,andof fuch flrange and various coloured 
feathers, that the moft of them the Spaniards knew not, nor had at any time feen the 
like. There did belong to that houfe above three hundred perfons of ferrice, who 
had their feverall charge concerningthefc Fowles; fome had care to eleanfc the Ponds. 

others 
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others were appointed to fifti for bait;Qthers (erved them with meat;and to every kind of 
fowle they gave fuch bait as they were wont to feed of in the fields or rivers • others did 
trim their teathcrs.others had care to look to their egs jothers to let them abroodthe 
principalleft office was to pluck the feathers; for of them were made rich mantles, tapi- 
Kry,targets, tuffes of feat hers, and many other things wrought with gold and filver. 

Befidesthis houfe, Montezuma had yet another houfe within Mexico, appointed 
only for hawking fowles, andfowlesof rapine. In which houfe there were many 
high Halls, wherein were kept men, women, and children, fuch as were dwarfes, 
crook backs or any monftrous perfons, aad with them fuch as were born white 
of colour, which did very feldome happen* nay fome would deform their chil¬ 
dren on purpofe to have them carried to the Kings houfc,to helpeto let forth his great- 
neflfc by their deformity. In the lower Halls of this houfe there were Cages for fowls 
of rapine of all forts, as Hawkes, Kites, Boytersf which are very many in thole 
parts) and of the Hawkes neer adozenlundry kinds of them. This houfe had for dai¬ 
ly allowance five hundred Turkey cocks, and three hundred men of fervice, befides the 
Falconers and Hunters, which fome fay were above a thoufand men.The Hunters were 
maintained in that houfe, becaufe of the ravenous beads which were alfo kept in the 
lower Halls in great cages made of timber, wherein were kept in fome Lions,in other 
Tygres, in other Qwnzes, in other Wolves ; in conclufion, there was no four-footed 
beaft that wanted there, only to the effeft , that the mighty Montezuma might fay that 
he had fuch things in his houfe; and all were fed dally with Turkey cocks, Deare, 
Dogges, and fuch like. There were alfo in another Hall great earthen veffels, fome 
with earth, and fome with water, wherein were Snakes, as grofie as a mans thigh. 
Vipers, Crocodiles which they call Cajmanes, of twenty foot long withfeales and 
head like a Dragon; befides many o ther fmalier Lifarts and other venemous beads and 
Serpents, as well of the water as of the land. Tothefe Snakes and the other vene- 
mous beads they ufualJy gave the blood of men (acrificed to feed them. Others fay 
they gave unto them mans fleffi,which the great Lifart*,or Caimanes eat very well.But 
what was wonderfull to behold, horrid to fee, hideous to heare in this houfe, was 
the Officers dayly occupations about thefebeafts, the floor with blood like a gelly, 
(linking like a flaughter-houfe, and the roaring of the lions, the fearfull hilling of the 
Snakes and Adders, the dolefull howling and barking of the Wolves, the forrowfull 
yelling of the Ownzes and Tigres, when they would have meat. And yet In this place, 
which in the night feafon feetned a dungeon of Hell, and a dwelling place of the Dc- 
vill,could a heathen Prince pray unto his Gods and idols; for neer tp this Hall was a- 
nothcrof a hundred and fifty foot long and thirty foot broad, where was a chappell 
withtheroofeof filver and gold in leafe wainfeotted and decked with great (lore of 
pearl and (tone, as Agats , Cornerines, Emeralds, Rubies, and divers other forts; 
and this was the Oratory where MontezHma prayed in the night feafon, and in that 
chappell the Devill dfifd appear unto him , and gave him anfwer according to his pray¬ 
ers, which as they were uttered among fo many ugly and deformed beafts,and with the 
noife of them which reprefented Hell itfeife, were fitted for a Devils anfwer. He had 
alfo his Armoury, wherein was great ftore of all kind of fuch Ammunition which 
they u(ed in their wars, as Bowes, Arrowes, Slings, Launces, Darts, Clubs, 
Swords and bucklers, and gallant Targets more trimme then ftrong, and all made 
of wood, gilt or covered with leather.The wood whereof they made their Armour 
and Targets was very hard and ftrong ; and at their arrowes ends they inclofed a little 
peeceof flint-ftone, or a peece of a fifh-bone called Li^ifa, which was (o venemous, 
that if any were hurt with it, and the head remained in the wound, it fo feftered that 
it was almoft incurable. Their Swords were of wood, and the edge thereof was 
flint-ftone, inclofed or joyned into a ftaffc; and with thefefwords they cutfpeares, yea 
andaHorfes neck at a blow, and could make dents into iron, which feemeth a thing 
unpoflible and incredible.Thefe flints were joyned into the ftaffes with a certain kind 
ofglew,which was made of a root called 7jatolt,zndTeuxaIli, which is a kind of ftrong 
fand, whereofthey made a mixture, and after kneaded it with blood of Battes, or 
Rea re-mice and other fowle, which did glew fo ftrong, that it fcarce ever uncleaved 
again; and of thefe Montezttnta had in his houfe of Armour great ftore. But befides 
thefe hollies it is wonderfull to relate, yet many others which that great heathen Etn- 
perour had for his only recreation and paftitne, with excellent fair gardens oi medict- 
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nail herbs, fweet flowers, and trees of dele&able favour. But of one garden mor e e- 
lpecially it is faid , that in it there were a thoufand perfonages made, and wrought ar¬ 
tificially of leaves and flowers, And Montezuma would not permit that in this gar¬ 
den fhould be any kind of Pot-herbs, or things to be fold,faying that it did not apper¬ 
tain to Kings to have things of profit among their delights and plealures, for that 
fuch did appertain to Merchants. Yet out of Mexico he had Orchards with many 
and fundry fruits ; and likdwife pleafant houfes in woods and forreits, of great com¬ 
pare, environed with water, in the which he had fountaincs, rivers, ponds with fifb, 
rockes and coverts where were Harts, Bucks, Hares, FoxeSj Wolves and fuch like, 
whither he himfelfefeldome went5 but the Lords of Mexic ufed to goe to (port 
themfelves in them. Such andfo many were the houfes of Montezntna}wherdn.few 

Kings were equall with him. Hehaddayly attending upon him in his privy guard 
fix hundred noblemen and gentlemen , and each of them three or foifrefervants, and 
fbme had twenty fervants or more according to their eftate 3 and the molt credible re- 
pdrt goes, that in this manner he had three thoufand men attendants in his Court, all 
which were fed in his houfe of the meat that came from his table. There were in thofe 
times underthe Mexicali empire three thoufand Lords of Townes, who had many vafi* 
fals 3 but more efpecially there were thirty of high eftate, who were able to make each 
of them a hundred thoufand men of warre. And all thefe noble men did abide in 
yh/t-xic^cerraine timeoftheyeareinthe Court of Montezuma, and could not depart 
from thence without efpeciall licence of theEmperour, leaving each of them a fonne 
or brother behind them forfecurity of rebellion ; and for this caufe they had general¬ 
ly hou'es in the City ; fuch and fo great was the Court of Montezuma. Moreover he 
fpent nothing in the buildings of all thefe his houfes,for he had certaine Townes that 
payed no other tribute, but only to work and repair continually his houfes at their 
own proper coft, and payed all kind of workemen, carrying upon their backes, or 
drawning infleds ftone, lyme, timber, water, and all other neceflaries for the 
worke. Likewife they were bound to provide all the wood that fhould be fpent in the 
Court, which was five hundred mens burthens,and fomedaies in the winter much 
more. But efpecially for the Emperours chimneys they brought the barke of Oke trees, 
which was efteemed for the light. Thus was that great City formerly illuftrated with 
a mighty Monarch, his houfes, and attendants There were then alfo in Mexico three 
forts of ftreets, very broad and faire; the one fort was only of water, with many 
bridges, another fort of only eatith'j and the third of earth and water, theonehalf 
being firme ground to walke upon, and the other halfe for boats to bring provifion to 
the City^ themoftpartof the houfes had two doores, the one toward theCawfey, 
and the other toward ihe water, at the which they tooke boat to goe whither they lift. 
But this water ( though fo nter to the houfes) being not good to drinke , there is 
other water frefh and fweet brought by conduit to Mexico, from a place called CbapuU 

tepee three miles diftant from the City,w hich fpringeth out of a little hill, at the foot 
whereof flood formeidy two ftatues, or images wroughtin ftone , with their Target* 
andLaunces, theone of Montezuma, the other of Axaiaca his father. The water is 
brought from thence to this day in two pipes built upon Arches of brick and ftone like 
a fair bridge; and when the one pipe is foule, then all the water is conveyed into the 
othe^ till the firft be made cleane. From this fountaine all the whole City is provi¬ 
ded, and the Water-men go felling the fame water from ftreet to ftreet, fome in little 
boats,others with earthen Tankards upon Mules orAfles backs. Thecbiefe and prin¬ 
cipal! divifion of this City when the Spaniards firft conquered it, was into two ftreets, 
the one was called TUtelulco, that is to fay,a little Ifland, and the other Mexicojnhere 
Montezuma his dwelling and Court was, fignifying in the language# fpring. And be* 
caufe of the Kings palace there, the whole City was named Mexico. But the old and 
firft name of theCity according tofome Hiftories was Tenuchtitlan, which fignifieth 
fruit out of a ftone, being a compounded name of Tetl, which in the language is ftone, 
and Nttcbtli, which is a fweet fruit called generally in Cubay and all other parts of A- 

uterica by the Spaniards, Umas', the name of the tree whereon this fruit groweth is 
called Nopal. And when this City begunne to be founded it was placed neer unto a 
great ftone that flood in themidft of the lake, atthefoot whereof grew one of thefe 
Nopal trees 5 which is the reafon why Mexico giveth for armes and device the foot of a 
N£pal tree fpringing from a ftone according to the firft name of the City TeKH.btlitan. 
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Bat others do affi rme that this City hath the name of the firft founder of it , called Te- 

nucb, the fecond tonne of IztacmixcoatlywhoCcfonncs and dependents did firft inhabit 
all that part of America, which is now called new Spain. Mexico is as much as to fay 
a fpring or fountain, according to the property of the vowell or fpeech, from whence 

fome judge that City to be fo named.But others doe affirme that Mexico hath its name 
from a more ancient time, whofe firft founders were called Mexifz, for unto this day 

the Indian dwellers in one ftreet of this City are called of Mexica. And that thefe Mex- 

iti tooke name of their principall idol called Mexitli} who was in as great veneration as 
Vitzilopucbtli , God of the warre. But others affirme ( and this opinion is rood re¬ 

ceived among the Spaniards ) that the Mexicans firft were the inhabitants of nova Galici- 

4$ from whence they made a violent irruption Amo Domini 720. and lingered in divers 

places till the yeare 902. when under theleading of Mexi their chiefe Captaine they 
built this City, and called it after the name of their Generali. They were in all fe- 

ven Tribes, which ruled long in an Ariftocraticall ftate • till the mo ft puiflant of the 
Tribes called Navatalcaty elected a King to whom they fubmitted themielves. The 

firft King that was thus elefted, was called Vitzjlovitli; the fecond, Acamopitzli 5 the 

third, Cbimalpapoca • the fourth, Izcboalt; the fifth, C.Montezuma the firft; the fixth, 

Acad*; thefeventh, Axaiaca • the eighth, Antzlol. the ninth, Montezuma the fe« 

cond, who reigned when Cortez came firft; the tenth, was Qnabutimoc, who loft Mex¬ 

ico, and in whom ended that Indian Empire. The moft fortunate of thefeKings was 
Izfhoalty who by his coufin Tlacaellec, fubdued the other fix Tribes,and brought them 
under the Mexican Kings. And after the death of lzchoalty T lacacllec was by the firft 
ele&ours ( which were fix in number ) chofen King , as a man of whofe vertue they 

had formerly made try all. But he very nobly refuted it, faying that it was more con¬ 
venient for the Common-wealth that another ffiould be King, and that he ffiouM ex- 

ecute that which was otherwife more fit for the neceffity of the State, then to lay the 

whole burthen upon his back ; and that without being King, he would not leave to 

labour for the publike as well as if he were King. Upon this generous refufall they 

made choice of Montezuma the firft. The moft unhappy Kings of that nation ( at 

whofe birth could not but be fome dyfaftrous afpeft of the Planets ) were the two laft 
Montezuma thefecond, and Quabutimocy who were both vanquifhed by Ferdinattdo Cor- 

tezy who tooke Montezuma prifoner out of his owne palace, and with fair words and 
language carried him to his lodging in Mexico; and kept him there, knocking a pairc 
of gyves on hislegges, untill the execution of {gualpopoca Lord of Nahutlan, now 

called Almeria ( who was to be burnt for killing nine Spaniards ) was paft. But this 
imprifonment of ^heir Emperour ftirred up the hearts of all the Mexicans to confpire 

againft Cortez and the Spaniards, againft whom they fought a moft fierce and bloody - 

battaile two or three dales together, crying out for their Emperour, and threading 

them with the cruelleft death that ever man Pilfered. Whereupon Cortez defired Mon* 

tezuma to goe up into the Sotie of his houfe which they were battering with ftones,and 
to command his fubjetts to ceafe from their heat and fury; who at Cortez his requeft 
went up and leaned over the wall to talkewith them, and beginning to fpeake unto 

them, they threw fo many ftones out of theftreet, houfes, and windows, that one 

happened to hit Montezuma on the temples of his head, with which blow he fell down 

dead to the ground ; and this was his end, even at the hands of his owne fubje&s and 

valfals againft their wills, in the City of his greateft glory, and in the power and cu- 
ftodyof a forain and ftrange nation. The Indians affirm that he was of the greateft 
blood of all his linage, and the greateft King in eftate that ever was in Mexico. And 
from hence it may very well be noted, that when Kingdomes doe moft flouriffi, then 

are they nigheft to a change, or els to change their Lord, as doth appeare in this Hifto- 
ryof Montezuma, whofe great glory and majefty prefaged the downfall of that City 

and people; who though after the death of Montezuma they made ghtabutimoc their 

Emperour, andperfiftingin their furious battery againft Cortez his palace, caufed him 

and all his Spaniards to fiie out of Mexico; yet having ftrengthened themfelves againe 

in Tlaxcallan ; and prepared fixteen,or as others (ay,eighteen Vergantinesfor the lake, 

they foone after befieg :d Mexico fo by water and land, that the Citizens were in great 

neceffity, andfo many dead with hunger and ficknelfe, that there were heapes of 

dead bodies i n the houfes, only to keep clofe their exrreme mifery; who would not 

yeeld even when they faw their King guabutimoc his fair houfes burned,and the greateft 
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part of their City confumed with fire and beaten downe plaine with the ground, fo 
longas they could injoy any one ftreet, Tower,or Temple to defend themfelves and 
oppofe the Spaniards - who after many fierce and bloody fights by land and with 
their boates by water having wenne the chief Market placeand molf of the City , as 
they went walking in the ftreets found heapesof dead bodies in thehoufes, ftreets, 
and in the water, and the very barkesof trees and roots gnawne by the hungry crea* 
tures, and the men fo leane and yellow that it was a pitifull fight to behold. 
And with this Cortez yet required them to yetld- but they although they were fo 
leane of body were ftrong in heart, and anfwered that hee (hould notfpeak ofany 
friendfhip to them, nor yet hope of theirfpoile, for when no fortune would fa¬ 
vour them, then they would eitherburne their treafure, or throw it into the Lake, 
where they (hould never profit thereby , and that they would fight while one alone 
(hould remain alive. 

Cortez defirousto fee what remained of the City to win, went up into a high Tow¬ 
er, and having well viewed the City, hee judged that of eight parts one remained 
yet to win. And aflaultingthe fame, the forrowfull Citizens bewailing their unfor¬ 
tunate fate and deftiny, befeeching the Spaniards to make an end, and tokilltliJfe all 
out of hand; others (landing at the brim of the water neereunto a draw-bridge cri¬ 
ed out, Oh Captain Cortez, feeing that thou art the Childof theSun, why doff thou 
not intreat the Sun thy Father tomakean end of us? Oh thou Sun that cahft goe 
roundabout the World in a day and a night, wee pray thee make an end of us and 
take us out of this miferable life,for we dcfii e death to goe and reft with our God 
cavatlh who tarrieth for us. Cortezleting the great extremity that thefe poor wretched 
people were in, thinkng now that they would yecld unto him, lent a mefiage to 
Ghiakutimoc, defiring him to confider his Subje&s great extremity,which yet might be 
greater if hee yeelded not to Peace. But when the ftubborn King heard this ambaflage, 
hee was fo moved with ire and choler, that forthwith hee commanded Cortez his 
Ambaffadour to bee facrificcd, and gave the reft of the Spaniards that went with him 
for anfwer blowes with ftones, {laves and Arrowesj faying that they defired death 
and no Peace. Whereupon Cortez feeing the King fo ftubborn and refra&ory after fo 
much daughter and mifery of his fubje&s, after fo many Combatesand skirmifhes 
made with thelofle ofalmoft all the City, lent forthwith Sandoval with his Vergan* 
tines oneway , and went hjmfelf another combating thehoufes and forts that yet 
remained, where hee found fmallrefiflance, fo that hee might doe what hee pleafed. 
One would havethought there had not been five thoufand left in all the City feeing 
the heapes of dead bodies that lay about the ftreets and in the houfes5and yet foch was 
this laft combate, that there were that day flain and taken prifoners forty thoufand per- 
fons.The lamentable cry and mourning of the women and children,would have made a 
ftrong heart relent, the ftenchalfo of the dead bodies was worderfull noyfbme. That 
night Cortez purpofed to make an end the next day of the Warres • and Ghtabutimoc 
pretended to flie, and for that purpofe had enbarked himfelf in a Carna of twenty 
Oares. When the day appeared, Cortez with his men, and foure Peeces of Ordnance 
came to the corner where thofe that yet remained werefhut upas Cattel in a Pound. 
Hee gave order to Sandoval and Alvarado what they fhould doe, which wastoberea- 
dy with their Vergantines, and to watch the coming out ofthe Caruso's, which were 
hidden betwixt certaine houfes, and efpecially to have regard unto the Kings perfbn, 
and not to hurt him, but to take him alive. Hee commanded the re|idueofhis men 
to force the Mexican boates to goe out, and hee himfelfe went up into a Tower, in¬ 
quiring for .the King, where hee found Xibuacoa, Governour and Captaine Generali 
of the City, who would in no wife yeeld himfelf. Then came out of theCity a great 
multitude of old folkes, men, women and children to take boat. The throng was 
fo greac with haft to enter the Canods, that many by that meanes were drowned in 
the Lake. Cortez required his men not to kill thofe miferable creatures 5 But yet hee 
could not ftay the Indians his friends of TlaxcaUan, and otherplaces, who flew and 
facrihced ab'-ve fifteen thoufand. The men cfWarreflood in the houfetoppes, and 
Zones beholding their perdition. Aft the Nobility of Mexico were enbarked with the 
King. Thm Cortez gavefigne with the (hot of ahand-Gunne, that his Captaines 
fbould bee in a readinefte,^fo that in fhort fpace they wan fully and wholly the 
greac City of Mexico. The Vergantines likewife brake in among the Fleet of boatea 

without 
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without any refinance, and presently beat down guabutimochisRoyall Standard. Gar¬ 

cia Holguin who was aCaptaineof oneof the Vergantines, efpied a great Cano a of 
twenty Oaresdeep laden with men, who (being by one of his prifoners informed 
that the King was in iO gavechaleto itand prefently overtooke it. When Quahnti- 
moc9 who flood upon the Puppe of his Canoa ready to fighr, faw the Spaniards Crofle- 
bowesbentto fhoot, and many drawne fwords againfthim, heeyeelded himfelfe,de- 
claring that hee was King. Garcia Holguin beinga glad man of fuch a prifoner tooke 
him and carried him unto Cortez , who received him very refpe&fully. But when 
Quahutimac came neer unto him, hee laid his hand upon Cor/es his dagger, faying, I 
have done all my beit and poflible endeavour to defend my felf and my Vaffals accor¬ 
ding to my duty, hoping not to have come to this eftate and place where now I if and j 
and conkdering that you may doe with mee what you pleafe , I befeech you to kill 
mee, and that is my onely requeft, Cortez comforted him with faire words , giving 
him hope oflife j and tooke him up into a Znie, requiring him to command his 
Subjefts that yet held cut, to yeeld and render themfelves. Which Quabutimoc pre¬ 
sently performed ; and at that time after fo many Prifoners taken, and Co many thou¬ 
sand* flain and ftarved, there were about threefcore and ten thoufand perfons, who 

‘ feeing their Prince a Prifoner, threw down their weapons and fubmitred themfelves. 
Thus did Hernando Cortez winne the famous and ftately City of Mexico, on the 13. 
day of Augujl, Anno Horn. 1521. In remembrance whereof every yeere on that day 
they make in Mexico a furoptuous feaft and folemne proceflion, wherein is carried 
the Standard Royall, with the which the City was wonne. In thelofle of it was 
as much to bee obferved as Antiquity can produce of any Viftory 5 wherein xvasone 
Emperour the greateftthat ever was in thofe parts flain •. and another as great a War¬ 
ner as ever America hadknowne, taken Priloner. The Siege endured from the time 
the Vergantines came from Tlaxcallan three nioneths, and therein were on Cortez his 
fide neer 200000 Indians,who dayly increafedand came in to help him,9oo Spaniards; 
fourefcore horfes onely, feventeen or eighteen Peeces ©f Ordnance; fixteen or as fome 
fay eighteen Vergantines, and atleaft 6oooCamds. In this Siege were flain fifty 
Spaniards onely and fix horfes, and not above eight thoufand of the Indians Cortez his 
friends. And on the Mexicans fide wereflaineetleaft a hundred and twenty thou¬ 
fand Indians, befides thofe that died with hunger and Peftilence. At the defence of 
the City were all the Nobility, by rcafen whereof many of them were flaine. 
The multitude of people in the City was fo great, that they were conftrained to eat 
little, to drink fait water, and to (jeep among the dead bodies, where was a horri¬ 
ble flench 5 and for thefecaufes thedifeale of Peftilence fell among them, and there¬ 
of died an infinite number. Whereupon is to bee confidered their valour, and fled- 
faft determination; for although they were affli&ed with fuch hunger that they were 
driven to eatboughes, rindesof trees, and to drink fait water, yet would they not 
yeeld themfelves. And here alfo is to be noted that although the Mexicans did eat mans 
fiefh, yet they did eac none but fuch as were their enemies; forbad they eaten one 
another and their owne children, there would not fo many have died with hunger. 
The Mexican women were highly commended, not onely becaufe they abode with 
their husbands and fathers, but alfo for the great paines they tooke with the fick and 
wounded perfons; yea and alfo they laboured in making flings, cutting ftones fit 
for the fame, and throwingftonesfromtheZ^/;forthereinthey did as much hurt 
as their men. The City was yeelded to the fpoile , and the Spaniards tooke the 
gold, plate and feathers, the Indian friends had all the reft of cloth and other ftuffe. 
Thus was that famous City ruinated, and burnt by the Spaniards, and the power of 
that Nation brought under the Spanijb fubje&ion. Cortez having found the aire of 
that City very temperate andpleafanc for mans life, and theficuation commodiou*, 
thought prefently of rebuilding it,and of making it the chief Seat of Juftice and Court 
for all that Country, But before I come to fpeakeofitasrebuildcd andnowflouriftr* 
*ng 3 I muftadde unto what hath been faid of Afontezuma his former ftateaud houfes 
in it, the greatneffe of the Market place and Temple, which was in it, when the Spani¬ 

ards ruined and deftroyedit. The conveniency of the Lake about this City gave en¬ 
couragement to the Mexicans to let apart amoftfpatious Market place, whither all 
the Country about might refort to buy, exchange and fell; which was the more ea- 
fie for them by reafon of the abundance of Boates which were made onely for fuch Tra~ 

F fique-r 
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fique.In this great lake there were at that time above two hundred thoufand ofthefe lit¬ 
tle boats, which the Indians call AcaBes, and the Spaniards call then) Conors, wrought 
like a kneading trough , Tome bigger then ethers according to the greatneffe of the 
body of the tree,whereof they are made. And where I number two hundred thoufand of 
thefe boats, I fpeak of theleaft, for Mexico alone had above fifty thoufand ordinarily 
to carry and bring unto the City viftuall, provifion, and paffengers, fo that on the 
market'daiesalltheftreetsof water were full of them. The Market is called in the 
Indian tongue Tlanquiztli; every parilh had his Market place to buy and fell in • but 
Afexico&nd T latclulcv only,which are the chiefelf Cities,had great Fayres and places fic 
forthefame* and efpecially Mexico h^d one place, where moltdayes in the yeer was 
buying and felling 5 butevery fourth day was the great Market ordinarily. This place 
was wide and large compared about with dores,and was fo great that a hundred thou¬ 
fand perfonscame thither to chop andchange,as a City molt principal! in all that regi¬ 
on.Every occupation and kind of merchandize had hisproper place appointed, which 
no other might by any means occupie or difturb. Likewife pefterous wares had their 
place accordingly , fitch as ftone, timber, lyrae, brickeand all fuch kind of Ituffe 
unwrought, being neceffary to build withall. Alfo mattes both fine and courte, of 
fundry workmanfhip; alfo coales, wood, and all forts of earthen veflells, glczed and 
painted very curioufly. Deere skinnes both raw and tanned in hair and without hair, 
of many colours , for Shoemakers, for bucklers, Targets, Jerkins, and lining of 
woodden corflets. alfo skinnes of other beafts, and fowle in feathers ready dreited of 
all forts. The colours and ftrangenefle thereof was a thing to behold. The richeft 
imerchandize was fait, and mantles of Cotton wool of divers colours,both great and 
fmall; fomeforbeds, other for garments'and clothing, other for Tapiftry to hang 
houtes; other Cotton-cloth was wont tobe fold.there for linnen drawers ( which to 
this day the Indiansufe') for fhirts, tablecloths, towels, and fuch like things. There 
Were alfo mantles made of the leaves of a tree called Metl3 and of the Palme-tree and 
Conie-hair , which were well efteemed, being very warme, but the coverlets made of 
feathers were the beft. They fold thred there made of Conie-haire, and alfo skains 
of other thred of all colours. But the great ftore of poultrey which was brought to 
that Market was ftrange to fee, and the ufesthey fold and bought them for; for al¬ 
though they did eat theflefh of the fowl, yetthe feathers ferved for clothing, mixing 
one fort with another. But the chiefe bravery of that market wasthe placfc where gold 
and feathers joy ntly wrought were (bid • for any thing that was in requeft , was there 
lively wrought in gold and feathers and gallant colours. The Indians were fo expert 
and perftft in this fcience, that they would work or make a butter-flie,any wild beafr, 
trees, rofes, flowers,hearbs,roots, or any other thing fo lively that it was a thingmar- 
vellous to behold.lt happened many times that one of thefe workemen in a whole day 
would eat nothings only to place one feather in his due perfeftion, turning and tol¬ 
ling the feather to the light of the lunne,into the (hade or darke place to fee where was 
his moft naturall perfeftion, and till his worke were fimlhed he would neither eat nor 
drinke. There are few nations of fo much fleaftte or fubftance. The art, or fcience of 
Gold-fmiths among them was the moft curious, and very good workmanfhip.engravui 
With tooles made of flint or in mould. They will call a platter in mould with eight 
corners, and every corner of feverall metall, the one of gold, and the other of filver, 
without any kind of folder. They will alfo found or caft a little cauldron with loofe 
handles hanging threat* as we ute to caft a bell; they will alfo caft in mou'd a fifh of 
metall* with one fcale of filver on his back, and another of gold ; they will make a 
Parrel or Popingay of metall, that his tongue ftiall {hake, and his head move, and his 
wingsflutter* they willcaft an Ape in mould, that both handfe and feet (hall fiirre, 
and hold a fpindle in his hand teeming to fpin, yea and an apple in his hand as though 
he would eat it. They have skill alfo of Amdl work and to fet any pretiotis ftone. But 
now as touching the market, there was to fell gold, filver, Copper, Lead, Latten, and 
Tinner although there was but very little of the three laft metals mentioned. There 
were pearls, pretious ftoncs, divers and fundry forts of fhellts, and bones. Sponges, 
and Pcdlers ware. There were alfo many kind of herbes, roots, and tecds, as well 
tobeeaten, as for medicine* forboth men, women and childien had great know¬ 
ledge in herbs, for through poverty and neef fitty they did fecke them for their fufte- 
Uance and help of their infirmities and diteates.They did fpend little among Phyfitians, 

although 
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ale hough there were fome of that art, and many Apothecaries, who did bring into 
the market, oyntments,fyrups5 waters, and other drugs fit for fickpei fons. Theycure 
all dileales aimoft with herb?; yea as much as for to kill lice they have a proper herb 
for the purpofe. The feverall kinds of meats to bee fold was without number,as Snakes 
without head and tail, little dogges gelt, Moules, Rats, Long-wormes, Lyce, 
yea and a kind of earth 5 for at one fealon in the yeer they had Nets of Mayle , with 
the which they raked up a certaine duit that is bred upon the water of the lake of Mtxi- 
c#, and that is kneaded together like unto oas of the fea. They gathered much of 
this and kept it in heapes, and made thereof cakes like unto brick-bats. And they 
did not only fell this ware in the Market, but alfo fent it abroad’ to other Fayres and 
markets afarre off; and they did eat this meal with as good a ftomack as we eat cheefe; 
yea and they hold opinion, that this skummeor fatnefie of the water is thecaufe that 
ilich great number of fowl comcth to the lake, which in the winter fcafon is infinite. 
They fold likewife in this market Venifon by quarters or whole, as Does, Hares, 
Conies, and Dogges, and many other beafts, which they brought up for the pur¬ 
pofe and tooke in hunting. The great ftorc of fundry kinds ©f fruits was marvellous, 
which were there fold, both green and ripe. There is a fort as bigge as an Almond 
called Cacao (whereof is the drinke called Cbocolatte well known now in Ghriftendome) 
which is both meat and currant money. In thefe times of the bigger fort fixfcore or 
fevenfeore and of the leffer fort two hundred are worth a Spanijb Rial!, which is 
fixpence, and with thefe the Indians buy what they lift* for five, nay for two Cacao’s 
which is a very (mail part of a Riall,they doe buy fruits and the like. There were di¬ 
vers kinds of colours to be fold, which they made of roles, flowers, fruits, barks of 
tree* and other things very excell nt. All the things recited, and many others which 
I fpeak not of, were" fold in this great market, and in every other Market of Mexi¬ 
co * wd *\\ the fellers payed acertainfumme for their fhopsor ftandings to the King, 
as a cuftome, and they were to be preferved and defended from theeves and robbers. 
And for that purpofe there went Serjeants or Officers up and down tkemarket to efpie 
out malefa&ors. In the tnidft of this Market flood a houfe, which was to bee feen 
throughout the Fayr, and there did fit commonly twelve ancient men forjudges to 
difpatch law matters. Their buying and felling was to change one ware for another, 
one eav e a hen for a bundle of Maiz, others gave mantles for fait or money which was 
Gscao. They had meafure and ftrike for all kind of corne, aBd other earthen meafures 
for hony and oyle, and fuch wines as they made of Palme-trees, and other roots and 
trees. And if any meafure were falfified, they puniffied the offenders and brake their 
meafures. This was the civility they had when they were Heathens, for buying and 
felling. * And although they knew not the true God, but worffiipped Idols 5 yet to 
their Idols and to the Divell they dedicated Temples and places of worffiip, where¬ 
in they ufed thofefacrificewhich^Wfpeaksof in the 106.Pf. 37. faying. They facri* 

Seed their fotmes^ and their daughters unto Devills. 
The Tern pie is called in the ^Mexican language feucalti, which is a compound word 

o(Teutl> which fignifieth God, and CaM, which fignifieth a houfe. There were ita 
Mexico many parilh Churches with towers, wherein were Chappels and Altars where 
the Images and Idols did (land. All their Temples were of onefalhion* the like I be- 
leeve was m ver feen nor heard of. And therefore it (hall be now fufficient to deferibe 
the chicfe and greateft Temple, which was as their Cathedrall Church. This Tem- {>le was fquare, and did containe every way as much ground as a Croffe-bowcan reach 
evell. It was made of ftone, with four dores that abutted upon the three Gawfeys, 

and upon another part of the City that had no Cawfey, but a fair ftreet. In the midft 
of this Quadern flood a mount of earth and ftone fquare likewife , and fifty fadome 
long every way , builc upward like unto a pyramide of JEgypttfaviog that the top was 
not ffiarpe, but plain and flat, and ten fadom fquare. Upon the Welt fide were fteps 
up to the top, in number a hundred and fourteen, which being fo many, high and 
madeof good Hone, did feemeabeautifullthing. It was a ftrange fight to behold the 
Preifts, fome going up, and fome downe with ceremonies, or with men to be facrifi- 
ced. Upon the top of this Temple were two great Altars, a good fpace diftant the 
one from the other, and fo nigh thcedgeorbrimmeof the wall, that fcarcely a man 
might go behind them at pleafure.The one Altar flood on the right hand,and the other 
on the left t they were but of five foot highj each of them had the back part madeof 

4 ‘ ' F 2 ftone* 
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itone, painted with n onfrrous and foul figures. The Chappell was fair and well 

fi n » i »ii * ; every Chappell had three lofts one above ano¬ 
ther, iuftained upon pillars, and with the height thereof it (hewed like unto a faire 
tOVjTr5 andbeautihed the City afarreoff. From thence a man might fee all the City 
and Towns round about the Jake, which was undoubtedly a goodly profpeft. And 
becaufeGrnct and his company (hould fee the beauty thereof, Montezuma h:mfelfefto 
make the more orientation of his greatneffe and the Majcfty of his Court ) carried the 
hrlt Spaniards thither, and (hewed them all the order of the Temple,even from the foot 
to the top. There was acertain plot or fpace for the Ido 11 Preiits to celebrate their 
fervjce without difturbance of any. Their generall prayers were made toward the 
riling ot the funne ; upon each Altar flood a great Idoll. 

Beiides this tower which flood upon the Pyramide, there were fourty towers great 
and (mall belonging to other little Temples which flood in the fame circuitejthe wLich 
although they were of thefame’making, yet their profpeft was not Weft-ward , bus 
ether Wales, becaufe there (hould be a difference betwixt the great Temple and them. 
Some of thefe Temples were bigger then others, and every one of a feverall God - a- 
mong the which there wa6 one round Temple dedicated to the God of the ayre called 
ghtecalcovatl.for even as the ayre goeth round about the heavens, even lor thatconfide- 
ration they made his Temple round. The entrance of that Temple had a dore made 
like unto the mouth of a Serpent, and was painted with foule and divellifh geftures. 
withgi eat teeth and gummes wrought, which was alight to fear thofe that (hould en- 
term thereat, and efpecially the Chriftians unto whom it reprefented hell it felfe 
vvitn that ugly face and monftrous teeth. There were other Teucallies in the CitV 
that had the amending up by fleps in three places; and all thefe Temples had houfes by 

themklves with all fervice belonging to them, and Preiits, and particular Gods. And 
kef u ma”?er of tht’fe Heathens Temples, and Altars made with fleps , wee may 

observe how like unto them is now the Church of Rome, which as it confefleth that 

nKeV^WaSn?hurCrh wkhout a vif,bIe Sacrifice , and therefore teacheth that 
Chrilts body muft be broken upon their Altars,and diftributed not only as a facrament 
to the people, but asafacrifice in the Preifts hands, differing only that the facrifices of 
Shdep and Oxen in the old law, and theteof the Heathens were bloody facrifices, but 
theirs of Chriftsbody they cdll Iricrutntum Sacrificittm, an unbloody facrificC; To 
likewife in the building* of their Churches with leverall Towers and Altars and Chip- 
pels dedicated to (everall Saints they feem to have taken from the very Heathens- but 
efpecially in the many fleps whereby they attend ap to their Altars,they refemble thefe, 
forgetting Gods words in Exod. 20. 26. faying, Neither/halt thou goeup by fleps unto 
mine Altar, that thy nal^dneffe he not difeovered thereon. And laftly in their hoiifeS and 
cloiliets joyrnng to their Churches for the fervice of them, being full of idolatrous 
Preifl sand Fryers confecraud for their fervice, they feem likewife to have borrowed 

nrtLOnr?,j5 Abb.cy*3 and pHories from the very Heathens, who (as pre- 
fen ly I fliall (hew ) had necr joyningto this great Temple, houfes containing thou- 

r?d4°f PrcIftS;> w,tb yeerIy *nd revenues , like thofe of Romes Abbeys, and 
Cloifters. At every doreof this great Temple of Mexico flood a large halLand^odly 
lodgings both high andiow round about, which houfes were common Armories for 
*hlrl9Ity; Tbc Heathens itfeemshad fo much underftanding as to know that the force 

i^ht^ehouror^s^rountrey is ,hc Tea,pk3and ,herefore •*■*** 
They had other darke houfes full of Idols great and fmall, wrought of lundry me- 

£fIf? 'vhichwere all bathed and waftied with blood,and did (hew very blacke through 
theirdayly (pnnkling and anointing them with the fame, whenany man was facrifi- 
ced ; yea and the walls were an inch thick with blood, and the ground a foot thick 
°f it, fo that there was a divelhlh flench. The Preifts went day ly into thofe Ora- 
ton s, and fuflered noneother but great perfonages to enter in. And when any fuels 
wentm, they were bound to offer fome man to be facrificed,that thofe bloudy hang- 
nun and[ Mmifters of the devil! might wafli their hands in the blood of thofe fo facrifi- 
ced and might fprmkle their houfc therewith. For their fervice in the Kitchinthey 
had a pond of water, that was filled once a year, which was brought by the Con- 
dmt pipes before mentioned,from the principal! fountaine. AH the rdldue of tte fore- 
taid circuit ferved for places to breed fowles, With gardens of herbs and fweet trees, 

with 
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with rofes andflowersfor the Altars • and this is alio, the Church of Rimes cuftome 
' and fup^rftition, to trim and deck their Saints and Altars with Garlands and Crowns 

of Rofes and other flowers. Such, fogreatandftrangewas this Temple of Mexico, 
for the fervice of the devill, who had deceived thole Ample Indians. There did refide 
(as I faid before ofMonkes and Fryers in their Cloifters joyning to their Churches J 
in this Temple and houfes joyning to it, continually five thoufiand perfons ^ and all 
thefe were lodged artd had their living there; for that Temple was marvellous rich, 
and had divers Townes onely for their maintenance, and reparation, and were bound 
to fuftaine the fame alwaies on foot. Thefe Townes did fow corn, and maintain all 
thofe five thoufand perfons with bread, fruit,fle(b, fifh,and firewood as much as they 
needed, for they fpent snore firewood then was (pent in the Kings Court. Thefe per* 
font did live like Romes Abby-lubbers at their hearts eafe,as fervants and vaflals unto 
the Gods, which were many • and every God had feverall rankes and Orders of Preifts 
to fervehinij as the feverall Saints canonized by the Popes of Rome have under them 
diftinft Religious Orders of Preifts, Dominick hath Dominicans, Francis Franci- 
fcans, Benedi&Benedittincs, Bafil Bafilians,Bernard Bernardmes,Auguftin Auguftines, 
and the like. 

The Gods of Mexico fas the Indians reported to the firft Spaniards ) were two 
thoufand in number; thechiefeft wereVitzilopucbtli, andTezcatlipuca^ whole Ima¬ 
ges flood higheft in the Temple upon the Altars. They were made of flone in full 
proportion as bigge as a Gyant.They were covered with a lawne called Nacar$hcy were 
befetwith pearles, predous(tones, and peeces of gold, wrought like birds, beafts, 
fifties,and flowers,adorned with Emeralds, Turquies, Chaleedous, and other little fine 
{tones, fo that when the lawne was taken away, the Images feemed very beautifull and 
glorious to behold. But mufti find out Rom ftill among thefe heathens} and will 
the Papifts bee angry if I tell them plainly that what I miflike in thefe Idolatrous Mexi¬ 

cans , I miflike in them ? for doe not they deck and adorne their Idol Saints, as the 
heathens did Vitzilopucbtli and Tezcatlipuca 1 Doe not they cover their woodden and 
ftony ftatues of Saints, and of the Virgin Mary with fine lawne fhirts, and hide 
them with curtaines of cloth of Gold, and crowncthem with Crowns of Silver and 
Gold, and enrich them with coftly and pretious Jewels and Diamonds • not confider- 
ingtbat they are theworkesof their owne hands? , Adtfuidperditiobzc> poterant enim 

vennndari, & dartpauptribut. Thefe two Indian Idols had for a girdle great fnakes 
of gold, and for collars or chaines about their necks ten hearts of men made of gold* 
and each of them had a counterfeit Viforwdtfr eiesofglafie, and in their necks Death 
painted. Thefe two Gods were brethren, for Tezcatlipuca was theGod of Providence, 
and Vitzipoluchli, God of the Warres ; who was worshipped and feared more then 
all the reft. There was another God, who had a great Image placed upon the top 
of the chappcll of Idols, and hce was efteemed fora (peciall and Angular God above 
all the reft. This God was made of all kind of feeds that grow in that Countrey, 
which being ground,they made a certain pafte tempered with childrens blood and Vir¬ 
gins facrificed,who were opened withrafors in their brefts,and their hearts taken out, 
to offer as firft fruits unto the Idoll. The Preifts confecrate this Idoll with great pompe 
and many Ceremonies. All the Comar cans and Citizens were prefent at the Confecra- 
tion with great triumph and incredible devotion. After the Con Aeration many de¬ 
vout perfons, came andfticked in the dowy Image pretious ftones, wedges of gold, 
and other Jewels. And after all this pompe ended, no (ecular man might touch that 
holy Image; no nor yet come into his Chappel; nay fcarcely religious perfons, 
except they were Tlamacaztli^ who were Preifts of Order. They did renew this 
Image many times with new dough, taking away the old. And then (likeagarne 
unto the Papifts|who think themfelves happy with their Saints rcliques, though 
ragges or bones) bleffed was hee that could get one peece of the old ragges,or a peecc 
of the old dough, for the which there was moftearneft fuites made by theSouldiers, 
who thought themfelves fure therewith in the Warres. AHoat the Consecration of 
this Idoll, a certaine velfell of water was blefled with many words and ceremonies 
(peradventure from this heathenilh Ceremonie came the fuperftidous holy water to 
Rome') and that water was prelerved very religioufly at the foot of. the Altar, for to 
coniecrate the King when hee fhould bee crowned, and aUo to bleffe any Captainc 
Generali, when hee fhould be ele&ed for the Wars, with onely giving him a draughs 
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of that water. And as the Romijh Church make* much of their dead mens ikullei 
and rotten bones, laying them up in their Ch urchyards under fome arches made for 
thatpurpofe in the Church walls, even fo was it here in Mexico s for without this Tem¬ 
ple, and over againft the principall doore thereof, a ftones caft diftant flood a Char* 
nell houfe oncly of dead mens heads, prifoners in Warresand facrificcd with the 
knife. This monument was made like unto a Theatre,more large then broad,wrought 
of lime and ftone, with afeending rteps; in the walls whereof was graded betwixt 
ftone and ftone a skull with the teeth outwards. At the foot and head of this Theatre, 
were two towers madeonely of lime and skulles, the teeth outward, which having 
no other ftufle in the wall Teemed a ftrange fight. At and upon the top of the Theatre 
were therefore and ten poles, ftanding the one from the other fourcorfive foot di- 
ftant, and each of them was full of ftaves from the foot to the top. Each of theft 
ftaves had others made faftunto them, and every one of them had five skulks broch* 
ed through the temples. When the Spaniard firft entred into Mexico as friends be¬ 
fore the death of Montezuma they vifited all thefe monument*; and in what they 
have written and tranfniitted topofteriryof that City, it is recorded of one Andtua 
dt Tapia,and GonzaJo de Vmbria that one day they did reckon thefe skulle8,and found a 
hundred thirty and fix thoufand skulles on the poles, ftaves and fteps. The other 
Tower* were replcnifhed out of number; and there were men appointed, that when 
one skull fell, to fet up another in his place, To that the number might never want. 
But all thefe Towers and Idols were pulled down, andconfumed with fire, when the 
Spaniards wannethat City. And certainly they had beene more renowned in de* 
ftroying thofe Altars of the devill and thofe Idoll Gods, if in their ftead they had not 
fet up new Idols and Saintsof ftockesand ftones, and built unto them as many more 
Churches as they found at their comming thither. AH therefore that hath been men¬ 
tioned hitherto of Momexjuma his houfes and Gardens, of the fpacious Market placft 
and Temples of that City was uttterly deftroyed and brought downe to the very 
ground. But Cortez reedified it againe, not onely for the fituation and majefty, but 
alfo for the name and great fame thereof. Hee divided it among the Conquerouri* 
having firft taken outplaces for Churches, Market place*, Townehoufe and other 
neceflary plot* to build houfes, profitable for the Common-wealth. Hee feparated 
the dwelling* of the Spaniards from the Indiana, fo that not* the water pafieth and 
maketh divifion betwixt them. Hee promifed to them that were natural!* of the City 
of Mexico plotts to build upon, inheritance, freedomc, aud other liberties, and the 
like unto all thofe that would come and inhabit there, which was a meanes to allure 
many thither. Hee fet alfo at liberty Xibuaco, the Generali Captaine, and made him 
chief over the Indians in the City, unto whom hee gave a whole flreet. He gave like- 
wife another ftreet to Von ftdro Montezuma who was founeto Montezuma the King. 
AH this was done to winne the favour of the people. Hee made other Gentlemen 
Seniors of little Iflands, and ftreets to build upon, and to inhabit, and in this order 
the whole fiction was reparted, and the work began with great joy and diligence. 
And when the fame was blowne abroad that Mexico fhouJd bee built again, it was a 
wonder to fee the people that reforted thither hearing of liberty and freedomc. Thu 
number was fo great that in three miles compaffe was nothing but people men and wo¬ 
men. They laboured fore and did cate little, by reafon whereof many fickned, and 
peftilence enfued, whereof died an infinite number. Their paines was great, for 
they bare on their backes, and drew after them ftones, earth, timber, lyme,brick 
and all other things neceflary in this fort; And by little and little Mexico was built 
againe with a hundred thoufand houfes, more ftrong and better then the old building 
was. The Spaniards built their houfes after the Spanifh fafhion ; and Cortez built hi* 
houfe upon tne plot where Montezuma his houfe flood, which renteth now yeerely 
foure thoufand duckats, and is called now the Palace of the Marques Vel Vatic , 

the King of Spain having conferred upon Cortez and his heires this title from the 
great Valley of Gnaxaca. This Palace is fo ftately that ( as I have obferved before) 
(even thoufand beames of Cedar Trees were fpent in it. They built faire Dockesco¬ 
vered over with Arches for the Vergantincs; which Dockes for a perpetuall memory 
doe remtine untill this day. They dammed up the ftreets of water, where now faire 
houfes ftand, fo that Mexico is not as it was wont to bee, and cfpecially fince the 
yearc 1^34* the water cosncih not by farrefo nccre the City aiit was wont to come* 

The 
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The Like fometimes cafteth out a vapour of ftench, but other wife it is a wholefocae 
and temperate dwelling, by rcafon of the Mountaincs that (land roundabout it 
and well provided through the fertility of the Councrcy, and commodity of the Lake* 
So that now is Mexico one of the greateft Cities in the World in extentionof the 
fituation for Spanifb and Indian houfes. Not many yeeres after the Conqueft it was 
the Nobleft City in all India at well in Armes as Policy. There were formerly at the 
leaft two thoufand Citizens, that had each of them his horfe in his liable with rich 
furniture for them, and Armes in readinefle. But now fince all the Indians farre and 
ncer arefubdued, and mod of them elpecially about Mexico confumcd, andthereis 
no feare of their rifing up anymore againftth c Spaniards, all armes are forgotten, 
and ihe Spaniards livefofecure from enemies, that there is neither Gate, Wall, Bul- 
warke, Platforme, Tower, Armory, Ammunition, or Ordnance to fccure and defend 
the Citv from a Domcftick or forraine enemy 5 from the latter they thinke St .John de 
VUma fufficient and ftrong enough to fecurethem. But for Contraftation it is one 
of the richeft Cities in in the World • to the which by the North Sea commeth every 
yeer from Spain a Fleet of necre twenty fliips laden with the bed Commodities nos 
onely of Spain but of the mod part* of Chridcndome. And by the South Sea it en¬ 
joyed* Traffique from all parts of Peru 5 and above all it Trades with the EaJt»l»diayj 
and from thence receivetb the Commodities as well from thofe parts which are in¬ 
habited by Pirtingals, as from the Countries of Japan and China, fending every 
yeere two great Caracas with two fmaller Vefifcls to the Iflands of Philippine and ha¬ 
ving every yeere a returne of fuck like fhips. There is alfo in Mexico a Mint houfe 
where Money is dayly coyned; and is brought thither in wedges upon Males from 
the Mines called St.Lewis de Sacatecat 9 Handing fourefcore Leagues from Mtxice 
Northward , and yet from Saeatteas forward have the Spaniards entred above a hun¬ 
dred Leagues conquering daily IndiansfNhcrc they difeover ftorc of Mines* and there 
they have built a City, called Neva C^fewayiew Mtxkt. The Indians therearc great 
Warders, and hold the Spaniards hard to it. It is thought the Spaniard will notbee 
fttiified * untillhee fubdue all the Country that way, which doubtleflTe rcacheth to 
oar plantations of Ptrginia and the reft being the fame continued continent land.There 
ia yet more in lexica, a faire fchoole,which now is made an Univerfity, which the 
Viceroy Dm AntmioDe Mendez* caufed to be built. At the rebuilding of this City 
there wat a great difference betwixt an Inhabitant of Mexico and a Conaueroor j for 
a Conquerour was a name of honour, and had lands and rents given him and to 
his pofterity by the King of Spain, and the Inhabitant or onely dweller payed rent 
for his houfe* And this hath filled all thofe parts of America with proud Dans and 
Gentlemen to this day; for every one will call himfelfe a dependent from a Con¬ 
querour, though hee bee as poorcas Job; andaskehim what is become of his Efface 
and fortune, hee will anfwcr that fortune hath taken it away, which fball never take 
away a Dm from him. Nay a poore CobIer,or Carrier that runs about the Countrty 
farre and neerc getting his living with half a dozen Mules, ifhee bee called Aiendasta. 
or Guzman, will fweare that hee defended from thofe Dukes houfes in Spain, and 
that hit Grand-Father came from thence to Conquer, and fubdued whole Countries 
to the Crowne of Spain, though now fortune have frowned upon him, and covered 
his ragges with a thredbare Cloake, When Mexico was rebuilt, and Judges, Aiders 
mvn, Attorneys, Towne Clerks, Notaries, Skavengeri, and Serjeants with all o- 
ther Officers ncceflary for the Common-weale ofaClty were appointed, the fame of 
Certtz and majefty of the City was blowne abroad into fatra Provinces, by meanes 
whereof it was foone replenifhed with Indians againe, and with Spaniards from 
Staint who foone conquered above fonre hundred Leagues of Land, being 
all governed by the Princely Seat Of Mexito. But fince that firft rebuilding, I 
may fay it is now rebuilt the fecoad time by Spaniards, iwho have confumcd moft 
of the Indians j fo that now I will not dare to fay there are a hundred thoufand hou¬ 
fes which foone after the Conqueft were built up, for moft of them were of Indians, 
Now the Indians that live there, live in the fuburbs of the City, and their fituation 
is cdUdGnadalup*. In the ycareltfi*. when I went to thofe parts, this Suburbe 
was judged tocontainc five thoufand Inhabitaoij lac fince moft of them hate beenc 
confumcd by the Spaniards hard ufage and the workc of the Lake. So chat now there 
may not bee above two thoufand Inhabitants of metre !*$**/, and a thoufand of fuch 
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as chey call there Me ft izos, who arc of a mixt nature of Spaniards and Indians, tor 
many poore Spaniards marry with Indian viomm, and others that marry them not 
but hate their husbands, find many trickes to convey away an innocent Vriab to enjoy 
his Bathfkeba, The Spaniards daily coufen them of the final! plot bf ground where 
their-houfes hand, and of three or foure houfes of Indians build up one good and fair 
houfe after the Spanijb falhiori with Gardens and Orchards.And fo is almoft alj Mexi¬ 
co new' built with very faire and fpatious houfes with Gardens of recreation. Their 
buildings are with ftone, and brick very ftrong, but not high, by reafon of the many 
Earth-quakes, which would indanger their houfes if they were above three ftoriea 
high. The ftreets are very broad * in the narroweft of them three Coaches may goe, 
and in the broader fix maygoeinthe breadth of them, which makes the City feeme a 
great deale bigger then it is. In my time jit was thought to bee of betweene thirty 
and forty thoufand Inhabitants Spaniards, who are fo proud and rich, that half the 
City was judged to keepe Coaches, for it was a moft credible report that in Mexico in 
my time there were above fifteen thoufand Coaches. It is a by-word that at Mexico 
there are foure things faire, that is to fay, the women, the apparel!, the horfes, and 
the ftreets. But to this I may adde the beauty of fome of the Coaches of the gentry, 
which doe exceed in coft the beft of the Court of Madrid and other parts of Chriften- 
dome5 for there they fpare no Silver, nor Gold, nor pretious Hones , nor Cloath of 
Gold, nor the beft Silkcs from China to enrich them. And to the gallantry of their 
horfes the pride of fome doth adde the coft of bridles, and fhooes of filver. The 
ftreets of Ghriltendome muft not compare withthofein breadth and cleanneffe, but 
efpecially in the riches ofthe (hops which doeadorn them. Aboveall the Goldfmiths 
fliops and workes are to bee admired. The Indians, and the people of China that have 
been made Ghriftians and every yeere come thither, have perfefted the Spaniards in 
that Trade. The Viceroy that Went thitherthe yeere 1625. caufed a Popingay to bee 
made of filver, gold , and pretious ftones with the perfeft colours of the Popingays 
feathers, (a bird bigger then a pheafant) with fuch exquifite art and perfe&ion,to pre- 
fent unto the King of Spain, that it was prized to bee worth in riches and workman- 
(hip halfe a Million of Duckats; There is in the Cloifter of the Dominicans a lampe 

" hanging in the Church with three hundred branches wrought in filver to hold fa ma¬ 
ny Candles,befides a hundred little limpes for oyle fet in it, every one being made with 
fsverall Wormanfbipio exqnifitely,that it is valued to be worth four hundred thoufand 
duckatSjand with fuch like curious workesare many ftreets made more rich and beauti¬ 
ful! from thefhops ofGoldfmiths.To the by-word touching the beauty ofthe women 
Imuft adde the liberty they enjoy for gaming, which is fuch that theday and night 
is to fhort for them toend a Primera when once it is begun • nay gamingis fo com¬ 
mon to them that they invite gentlemen to their houfes for no other end.To my felf it 
happened that paflingalong the ftreets in company with a Fryer that came with me that 
yeare from a gentlewoman of great birth knowing us to beChapetms(Co they call 
the firft yeer thole that corne^from Spain') from her window called unto u$, and af¬ 
ter two or three flight queftioni concerning Spain asked us if wee Would come in and 
play with her a Game at Primera. Both men and women are excelfive in their ap- 
parell, ufihg more filkes then ftufFes and cloth; pretious Stones and Pearles further 
much this theirvaine oftentation ; a fiat-band and rofe madejofDiamonds In a Gen¬ 
tlemans hat is common,and a hat-band of Pearles is ordinary in a Tradesman; nay 
a Blackmore or Tauny young maide and flaye will make hard Ihift but fhee Will bee 
in fafhion with her Neckchaine and Bracelets of Pearls, and her Eare-bobs of fome 
eonfiderable jewels. The attire of this bafer fort of people of Blackmore* ajfd Muriat¬ 
ic's (which are of a mixt nature, of Spaniards and Biackroores) is fo ligby and their 
carriage fo enticing, that many Spaniards even ofthe better fort (who are too too 
prone to Venery)difdainc their Wives for them. Theircloathing Is a Petticoate, of 
Silk or Cloth, with many filver or golden Laces, with a very broad double Ribband 
of fome light colour with long filver or golden Tags hanging down before, the whole 
length [of their Pcticeat to the ground, and the like behind; their VVafcoats made 
like bodies,with skirts, laced likewife with gold or filver, without fleeves, 4nd 2 girdle 
about their body of great price iluck with Pearls and knots of Gold, (if thty bee any 
waies well eftecnied of ) their fleeves are broad and open at the end, of Hollander fine 
China I inner wrought fomcVith coloured filkes, fome with filke and gditf, fome 

with 
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with filk and filver, hanging downe almoft unto the ground; the tacks of their heads 
are covered with fome wrought qaoi fe,& over it another ofnet work of filk bound with 

a fair filx,or filver or golden ribband which croflcth the upper part of their forehead 
and hath commonly worked out in letters fome light and foolifo love pofie: their bare 
black and tauny breath are covered with bobs hanging from their chaines of pearls. 
And when they goe abroad, they ufe a white mantle of lawneor cambricke roun¬ 
ded with a broad lace whichfomeputovei their heads, the breadth reaching only 
to their middle behind , that their girdle and ribbands may be teen, and the two ends 
before reaching to the ground alrooft 5 others caft their mamlesonly upon their fhoul- 
ders, and lwaggercrs like,caft the one end over the left fhouldcr, that they may the 
better jog the right arme, and fhew their broad fleeve as they walke along • others in- 
itead of this mantle ufe lomc rich hike petticoat, to hang upon their left (houlder,while 
with their right arm they fiipport thelower part of it,more like roaring boyes then ho- 
nett civil maids.Their fhoocs are high & of many foies,the outfide whereof of the pro- 
phaner fort arc plated with a lift of filver, which is faftned with fmall nailes of broad 
filver heads. Moft of thefe are or have been (laves, though love have fet them loofe at 
liberty, to inflave fouls to finne and Satan. And there are fo many of this kind 
both men and women growiie to aheight of pride and vanity, that many times the 

have feared they would rife up and mutiny againft them. A nd for the Ioof- 

i r° ' . C|r rTeS* and publike Icandals committed by them and the better fort of 
thcSpapqgj^l have heard them fay often who have profefled more religion and feare 
of God, xttey verily thought God would deftroy that City, and give up the Countrey 
into the power of fome other nation. 

I will not relate particular* of their obfeene and fcandalous, yea and publike carria¬ 
ges, which would offend my Readers patience, and make his cares to tingle; only f 
fay, certainly God is offended with that fecond Sodom, whofe inhabitants though 
now they be like the green bay-tree flouriftiing with jewels,pearies,goId/ilvcr, and all 
worldly pleafureij They paU feone be cut downe like the grape and wither at the Qteen her be, 

tf 37* 1* though their great Maftcr and CardiUall BeBarmine make outward 
happinelle andflourifhing a marke and note of a true Church and Congregation of 
Gods people: and of my felfe I could fay wich Vavid'iti the 73. P/. 2, 3. when I lived 
blindly amongft them, lMj fm were slmofigone, my Jiepj hadWell-nigh (lip • for I w* 

tnviow at the foolijb, when 1 faw the profperity of the wicked i yet now being cnlightned 
ina more fore and certaine truth. I will conclude of them, asZWof the flourifhlne 
wicked men of time in the fame Chapter the 16,17,18. v. When I thought to know 

* MtoopAinfullformee, umill 1 went into tbeSauttuary of God, then under pood I 

lHnly iht 0M fei tbem infipptry places - thou calltfi them downe to definition. 
And I doubt not but the flouriftiing of Mexico in coaches, horfes, ftreets, women, 
and apparell isvery flippery, and will make thofe proud inhabitants flip and fall into 
the power and dominion of fome other Prince of this world, and hereafter in the 
world tocome,into thepowerfull hands of an angry judge, who isthe Kingof Kings 
and Lord of Lords, which Pml faith Heb. 1 o. g 1. h « feurfuB thing. For this City 
doth not only flourilh in the waies aforefaid,but alfo in their fuperftitiotu worlhiping 
of God and Saints,they exceed Rome it felfe,and all other places of Chriftendome. And 

«is a thing which I have very much and carefoilyobferved in all my travailes both in 
Europe and in America, that in thofe Cities wherein there is moft lewd licentioufncfTe 
of life, there is alfo moft coft in the Temples, and moft publike fuperftitious worfhip- 
pmgof God and of the Saint*. 

It feems that religion teacheth that all wickednefleis allowable, fo the Chuches and 
Clergy tiounftiinay while thepurfei* open tolafcivioufnelfe, if it belikewife opened to 
enrich the temple walls and roofe*, this is better then any their holy water to wafh 
away the hlth of the other. Rome is held to be the head of fuperftition; and what 
ftately Churches, Chappels, and Cloifters are in it 1 what faftings, what procefli- 
ons, what appearances or devotion? and on the other fide, what liberty, what pro- 
taneneffe, what whoredomes, nay wbatfinnes of Sodom are committed in it? In fo 
much that it could be the faying of a Fryer to my felfe while I was in it, that he verily 
thought there was no one City in the world wherein Were more Atheifts then in Rome, 

I might (new this truth in Madrid, Sevill, Valladolid, and other famous Cities in 
pAine, and in Italy, in MiUan3 Genoa and Naples relating many iftftances of fcandalls 
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committed in thofe places,and yet the 'Temples mightily enriched by fuch who have 
thought thofe alms a fufficient warrant to free them from hell & Purgatory. But I muft 
return to Mexico which is mille teflej of this truth,fin and wickedneffe abounding in it} 
and yet no fitch people in the world toward the Church and Clergy , who in their life 
time ftrivejto exceed one another in their gifts to the Cloifters of Nuns and Friers, 
fome erecting Altars to their beft devoted Saints, worth many thoufand thoufand duc¬ 
kats,others prefen ting crowns of gold to the pictures of M*y) others lamps,othe/ s gob* 
den chains,others building Cloifters at their own charge,others repairing them,others 
at their death leaving to them two or three thoufand duckats for an annnall ftipend. A- 
mong thefe great Benefa&ors to the Churches of that City I thould wrong my Hiftory 
if 1 fhould forget cnethatlived in my time,called AlonfoCuellar5 who was reported to 
have a Clofet in his h oufe laid with bars of gold in (lead of bricks5though indeed it was 
not fo, but only reported for his abundant riches and ftore of bars of gold which he 
bad in one cheftftanding in a dofetdiftant from another, where he had a cheft full 
of wedges of filver. This man alone built a Nunery of Francifcan Nuns,which flood 
him in above thirty thousand duckats, and left unto it for the maintainance of the 
Nuns two thoufand duckats yeerly, with obligation of fome maffes to be faid in the 
Church every yeer for his fbule after hisdeceafe. And yet this mans life was fo fcan- 
dalous, that commonly in the night with two fervants he would round the City, vifi- 
tingfuch fcandalousperfonswhofc attire before hath been described, carrying his 
beads in his hands, and at every houfe letting fall a beade and tying a falfeMHt, that 
when he came home in the morning towards breake of the day he might rfamber by 
hisbeades the uncivil llations he had walked and vifited that night.But thefe his works 
of darkeneffe came to light, and were publifhed farre and neer for what happened unto 
him whilft I was in Mexico; for onenight meeting at one of his ftations with a gentle¬ 
man that was jealous of him, fwords on both fides weredrawne, the Concubine 
firft was ftabbed by the Gentleman who was better manned and attended} and Cuellar 

(’who was but a Merchant) was mortally wounded and left for dead, though after¬ 
wards he recovered. Great Aimes and liberality towards religious houfes in that City 
commonly are coupled with great and fcandalous wickednefie. They wallow in the 
bed of riches and wealth, and make their Aimes the Coverlet to cover their loofeand 
lafeivious lives. From hence are the Churches fo fairly built and adorned. There are 
not above fifty Churches and Chappels, Cloifters and Nunneries, and Parifti Chur¬ 
ches in that City 5 but thofe thatare there are the faireft that ever my eyes beheld, the 
roofes and beams being in many of them all daubed with goId,and many Altars with 
fundry marble pillars, and others with Brafil wood ftaies (landing one above another 
with Tabernacles for feveral Saints richly wrought with golden colours,fo that twen¬ 
ty thoufand duckats is a common price of many of them. Thefe caufe admiration 
in the common fort of people, and admiration brings on daily adoration in them to 
thofe glorious fpeftacles and images of Saints; fo Satan ftewes Chrift all the glory of 
the Kingdomes to intice him to admiration, and then AU thefe things nil! 1 givetbee if 
thoH wilt fall d/rvne and rvorjbip mee, Mat. 4. 8,9. The devill will give all the world to 
be adored. 

Eefides thefe beautiful! buildings, the inward riches belonging to the Altars are in¬ 
finite in price and value, fuch as Copes, Canopies, hangings. Altar cloths, Candle- 
ftickes,Jewels belonging to the Saints, and crownes ofgold andfilver,and Tabernacles 
of gold and Cryftall to carry about their facrament in Proceifion, all which would 
mount to the worth of arealonablemine offilver, and would be a rich prey for any 
nation that could make better ufe of wealth and riches. I will not fpeake much of the 
lives of the Fryers and Nuns ot that City , but only that there they enjoy more liber¬ 
ty then in the parts of Europe ( where yet they have tooffiuch } and that furely the 
fcandals committed by them doe cry up to heaven for vengeance,]udgement, and deftru- 

In my time in tbeCIoifter of the Mercenarian Fryers which is entituledfor the Re¬ 
demption of Captives, there chanced to bean eleftion of a Provinciall to rule over 
them, to the which all the Priors and heads of the Cloifters about the countrey had 
retorted, and fuch was their various and faftious difference, that upon the fubdain all 
theConventwasinanuproare, their canonicall efeaion was turned to mutiny and 
itnte, knives were dr&wn, many wounded, thefcandall and danger of murther fo 
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great, that the Viceroy was faine to mterpofe his authority and tofitamongft them 
and guard the Cloifter untill their Provinciall was clefted. It is ordinary for the 
Fryers to vifit their devoted Nuns, and to fpend whole daies with them, hearing their 
muficke, feeding on their fweet meats,and for this purpofe they have many chambers 
which they call Loquutorios0 totalkein, with wooden bars between the Nuns and 
them , and in thefe chambers are tables for the Friers to dine ac. and whilcthey dine* 
the Nuns recreate them with their voices. Gentlemen and Citizens give their daugh- 
ters to be brought up in thefe Nunneries, where they are taught to make all forts of 
conferves and preferves , all forts of needle worke, all forts of muficke, which is fo 
exquifitein that City, that I dare be bold to fay, that the people are drawne to their 
Churches more for thedelight of the mufiefc, then for any delight in the ferVice of 
God. More, they teach thefe young children to aft like players, and to entice the 
people to their Churches make thefe children to aft fhort dialogues in their Quires, 
richly attiring them with mens and womens apparell, efpecially upon Midfummer day, 
and the eight daies before their Chriftmas, which is fo gallantly performed,that many 
faftious ftrifes, and Anglecombatcs have been , and fome were in rtiy time, fordefen- 
ding which of thefe Nunneries mod excelled in mtilick, and in the training up of 
children. No delights are wanting in that City abroad in the world , nor in their 
Churches,which fhould bethehoufeof God, and the foules,not the fenfes delight. 

The chiefe place in the City is the Market place, which though it benot as fpaci- 
ous as in M<mtezttm* his time, yet is ac this day very faire and wide, built all with Ar¬ 
ches on the one fide where people may Walke dry in time of raine, and there ai e (hops 
of Merchants furnifhed with all forts of ftuffes and filkes, and before them fit women 
felling all manner of fruits and herbes; over againft thefe fhops and Arches i$ the 
Viceroy his palace, which taketh up almoft the whole length of the market with the 
walls of the houfe and of the gardens belonging to it. At the end of the Viceroy his 
palace, is the chiefe prifon which is ftrong of ftone worke. Next to this is the beau- 
tifullftreec called laplatcria, or Gold-Imiths ftreet, where a mans eyes may behold iii 
leffe then an houre many millions worth of gold, fiver, pearles and jewells. The 
ftreet of St. Auftinis rich and comely,where live all that tradein filkes; but one of the 
longcft and broadeft ftreets is the ftreet called Taettbd,, where almoft all the fhops are of 
Ironmongers, and of fuch as deale in bra fie and fteel, which is joyning to thofe Ar¬ 
ches whereon the water is conveyed into the City,and is fo called for that it is the way 
out of the City to a Towne called Tacuba; and this ftreet is mentioned farre and neer 
not fo much for the length and breadth of it, as for a fmall Commodity of needle! 
which are made there, and for proofe are the beft of all thofe parts. For ftately buil¬ 
dings the ftreet called del Aquila9 the ftreet of the eaglc,exceeds the reft, where live Gen¬ 
tlemen, and Courtiers, and Judges belonging to the Chancery, and is the palace of 
the Marqueffe^/^l/e from the line of Ferdinando Cortez5 this ftreet is fo called from 
an old Idoll an Eagle of ftone which from theconqueft lieth in a corner of that ftreet, 
andistwiceasbigas London ftone. Thegallants of this City fhew themfelves daily 
fome on Hor fe-back, and moft in Coaches about four of the clock in the afternoone in 
apleafantfhady field, called la Alamtda , full of trees and walkes, femewhat like 
unto our More-fields, whe re doe meet as conftantly as the Merchants upon our Ex¬ 
change about two thoufand Coaches, full of Gallants, Ladies, and Citizens,to fee 
and to befeen, to court and to be courted , the Gentlemen having their train of black- 
more (laves fome a dozen, fome halfe a dozen waiting on them, in brave and gallant 
Liveries,heavy with gold and filver lace, with filke ftockins on their black legs, and ro¬ 
les on their feet, and (words by their fides5 the Ladies alfo carry their traine by their 
coaches fide of fuch jet-like Damofells as before have been mentioned for their light ap» 
parell,who with their bravery and white mantles over them feem to be,as the Spaniard 

laith, mofea ert lecbe^i flie in milke.Buc the train of the Viceroy who often goeth to this 
place is wonderfull ftately,which fome fay is as great as the train of his Matter the King 
of Spaine. At this meeting are carried about many forts of fweet-meats and papers of 
comfites to be fold, for to relifh a cup of coole water, which is cried about in curious 
glaflcp, to coole the blood of thole loVe hot gallants. But many times thefe their mee- 
tingsfweetned with conferves and comfits have fowre fawce at the end, for jealoufie 
will not fufferaLady to be courted,no nor fometimes to belpokento, but puts fury 
into the violent hand to draw a (word or dagger and to ftab dr marther whom he was. 

/ • jealoui 
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jealous of, and when one (word is diawne thoufands areprefencly drawne, fome to 

right the party wounded or n-jtirthered • others to defend the party murtheringjwhole 
friends will not permit him to bee apprehended.but will guard him with drawn fwords 
untili they have conveyed him to the Sanftuary of fome Church , from whence the 
Viceroy his power is not able to take him for a legall tryall. 

Many of thefe fuddain skirmifties happened whilefl I lived about Mexico:ofwhich Ci¬ 
ty a whole volume might bee compiled, but that by other Authors much hath beene 
written, and I defire not to fill my Hiftory with trifles, but onely with what is moft 
remarkable in it. I may not omit yet from the fituation of it upon a lake to tell that 
certainly the water hath its paflage under all the ftreets of it; for toward the ftreet of 
St. Attain and the lower parts or the City, I can confidently averre that in my time 
before the removing of the Lake thofe that died were rather drowned then buried, for 
a grave could not bee digged with an ordinary graves depth, but they met with water, 
and I was eye-witnefle of many thus buried, whofe coffins was covered with water. 
And this is fo apparent that had not the Cloifter of the Augufines often been repair¬ 
ed and almoft rebuilt, it had quite lunk by this. In my time it was a repairing, and 
I few the old pillars had funk very low, upon the which they were then laying new 
foundations, and I was credibly informed thatthac was the third time that new pil¬ 
lars had been ere&ed npon the old which were quite funk away. This City hath but 
three wayes tocomeuntoitbyCawfey; theoneisfromthe Weft3and thatCawfeyis a 
mile and a halfe long. Another from the North, and containeth three miles in length. 
EaAward the City hath no entry • but Southward the Cawfey is five miles long,which 
was the way that Cortez entred into it, when hee conquered it. 

The fruit called NucbtH (whereof I have fpoken before, and fome fay this City 
was called Tenttcbtitlan from it) though it bee in moft parts of America, yeaandnow 
in Spaitiy yet in no phee thercis more abundance of it then in Mexico, and it is abfo- 
lutely one of the beft fruits in it. It is like unto the Figge, and fo hath many little ker¬ 
nels or grains within, but they are fomewhat larger, and crowned like unto a Medler. 
There are of them of fundry colours,fome are green without, and carnation-like with¬ 
in, which have a good tafte. Others are yellow, and others white, and fome fpeck- 
led; thebeft fort are the white ; It is a fruit that will laft long. Some of them tafte 
of Pears, and other fome of Grapes; It is a cold and a frelh fruit and beft efteemed in 
the heat of funnier. The Spaniards doe more efteem them then the Indians. The 
more the ground is laboured where they grow, the fruit is fo much the better. There 
Is yet another kind of this fruit red, and that is nothing fo much efteemed,although 
his tafte is not evill; but becaufe it doth colour and dye the caters mouth, lips and 
apparell, yea and maketh the Urine looke like pure blood. Many Spaniards at their 
firft comming into India, and eating th:s fruit, were amazed and at their wits end, 
thinking that all the blood in their bodies came out in Urine1; yea and many Phyfi- 
tians at their firft comming were of the fame belief. And it hath happened when they 
have been fent for untofuch ashaveeaten this fruit, they not knowingthe caufe3and 
beholding the Urine, by and by they have admsniftred medicines to ftaunch blood • a 
thing to laugh at, to fee Phyfitiansfo deceived. The skinne of the outfide is thick 
and full of little fmall prickles, and when it is cut downeright with one cut to the 
kernels, with one finger you may uncleave the whole skin round about without break¬ 
ing it, & takeout the fruit to tztJThcSpaniardso&to jeft with it with ftrangers,taking 
half a dozen ofthem,and rubbingthem in a napkin,thofe final prickles which can fcarce 
beeleen or perceived flick invifibly unto the napkin, wherewith a man wiping his 
mouth to drink, thofe little prickles ftick in his lips fo that they feeme to fow them up 
together, and make him fora while faulter in his fpeech,till with much rubbing and 
wafhing they come off. There is another fruit twice of the bignefle of a great warden, 
which they call the growing Manjar Blanco, orwhite meat, which is a dainty difh 
made by them with the white of a Capon3Cream, and Rice, and fugarand fweet wa¬ 
ters,much like unto the which tafteth this fruit. It is as fweet as any hony,and diffolves 
like melted fnow in the mouth into a juyee moft IufciouS; within,it is full of hard black 
kernels orftones, which being cracked are bitter,and thefe not joy ned together, but 
by divifion one from another, each one having a bag, or little skin difcernjng them 
in their rankes and orders, fo that when you cut this fruit in the middle it reprefentsa 
Chequer board with black and whitejthe white is fuckt or eaten and the kernels thrown 
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away. But I cannot forget that which they call Pinia} or Pine applqnot the Pine apple of 
the high Pinetree,buta pine app!e,thatgroweth upon a lower Ihrubwith prickly leaves, 
and is bigger then our biggeft Muskmillians in E»g/W,when it is ripejic is yellow with¬ 
out and within5without it is full of little bunches, and within fojuycy and cool that 
nothing more dangerous then to eat much of it.Before they eat it, they cut it in round 
flice»,and lay it a while in fait and water,and fo being fcoured half an houre in that fait 
and water which taketh much of the rawnes and coldnes from it, and then putting into 
difhea with more frelh water they eatitthus. Butthcbetter way of eating it, is pre- 
lerved, which is abfolutely the belt prelerve in all that Countrey, There isalfothe 
Grape, (though they make not wine of it) the Apple, the Peare,the Quince, the Peach, 
the Apricock, the Pomegranate, the Muskmillian, the Plantin, the Figge, the Walnut^ 
the Chefnut, the Orange,the Lemmon both lowre and fweet,the Citron in great abun¬ 
dance. Mo ft of the fruitts of Europe, and as many more which Europe never knew. A- 
bout Mexico more then in any other part groweth that excellent tree called Metl ± 

which they plant and drefie as they doe their Vines in Europe. It hath neere forty 
kindes of leaves, which ferve for many ufes; for when they bee tender they make of 
them Conlerves, Paper,FIax,MantIes, Mats, Shooes, girdles, and cordage. On theft 
leaves grow certaine prickles fo ftrong and fharpe that they uft them in ftead of fawes; 
from the root of this tree cometh a juyeelike unto fyrup, which being lodde will be» 
come Sugar. Vou may alfo make of it Wine and Vineger* The Indians often become 
drunke with it. The rind rolled healeth hurts and fores, and from the top boughs 
iflueth a gumme, which is an excellent antidote againft poyfon. There is nothing in 
Mexico and about it wanting which may make a City happy • and certainly had thole 
that have lo much extolled with their pens the parts of Granada in Spain, Lombardy. 

and Florence in Italy, making them the earthly Paradife, had they beene acquainted 
with the new World and with Mexico, they would have recanted their untruths. 

Oh that the Lord were truely worfhiped where heehath powred forth the treafures 
of his goodnefle for the children of men ! Oh that in that Eden the tempting and 
entiling Serpent were not fo much obeyed in the ufe of the faire feeming Apple of plea- 
fures, and the Lord that hath enriched it with fuch varieties fo much neglefted! How 
long O Lord God, how long (hall the line of the wicked flourilh, and the beft portion 
be fallen to Idolaters and to the workers of iniquity > 

This City is the feat of an Archbilhop, and of a Viceroy, who commonly is 
(ome great Noble man of Spain, whofe power is to make Lawes and Ordinances $ 
to give dire&ions, and determine controverfies, unlefle it bee in fuch greatcaufes, 
which are thought fit to bee referred to the Councell of Spain. And though there 
bee about the Country many governments with fcverall Governours, yet they arc 
all fubordinate to this Viceroy, and there are at leaft foure hundred leagues of land 
all governed by the Princely feat of Mexico. Moll of the Governours about the Coun¬ 
try being the Viceroy his Creatures, placed by him, doe contribute great gifts and 
bribes for their preferment; fo likewile doe all the reft whole right or wrong proceed¬ 
ings depend upon the Viceroy his clemency and mercy in judging the daily appeales 
of Juftice which come unto him. The King of Spain allowcs him out of his Ex¬ 
chequer yearly a hundred thoufand Duckats whileft hee governes 5 his time being but 
five yeers. But commonly with their bribes to the Courtiers of Spain, and to the 
Counfellours for the Etlate of the India's they get a prorogation of five yeeres more* 
and lometimes of ten. It is incredible to think what this Viceroy may get a yeer in 
that place belides his hundred thoufand duckats of rent, if hce bee a man covetous 
and gjven to trading, (as molt of them are) for then they will bee Mailers of what 
commodities theypleafc, and none elfefhall deale in them but themfelves* as did the 
Marquefie of Serralvo in my time, who was the bell Monopolift of fait that ever thole 
parts knew. This man was thought to get a Millian a yeer, what with gifts and pre- 
lents,what with his Trading to Spain and PbilippinatMe governed ten yeares,and in this 
time he fent to the King of Spain a Popingay worth halfaMUIion,andinone year more 
he fent the worth of a Million to the Count of Olivares, and other Courtiers to obtain 
a prorogation for five yeers more. Belides the Viceroy there are commonly fix Judges 
and a Kings Attorney, who are allowed onto! the Kings Exchequer yeerly twelve 
thoufand duckats a peice rent, belides two Alcaldes de Corte, orhigh Juftices,who with 
the Viceroy judge all Chancery and criminall caufes. But thefe(though united to- 
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gether they may oppofe the Viceroy in any unlawfull and unjuttifiable aftion , as (bme 
have done and have fmarted for it, yet commonly they dare not. So that hee doth 
what helifteth , and it isenough for him to fay, Jlat pro rat iont voluntas. Thispower 
joyned with covetoufneffe in the Viceroy, and threefcore thoufandduckats yeeriy, 
joyned with pride in the Arch-biffiop, was like to be theruineof that City in theyeer 
1^24. Then was the Count of Gelves Viceroy, and Von dlonfo dt Zerna Archbi- 
fhop, whofe two powers ftriving and (hiking at one another like two flints,had almoft 
brought to coniballion that gallant City, and did fetonfire the Viceroy’his palace, 
andtheprifon joyning to it. 

The ftory was thus, which may be profitable for other nations, to beware of cove¬ 
tous governours, and proud Prelates 3 and therefore I thought fit to infert it here. 
The Count ot G'e/iw was in fofne things one of the bell Viceroys and Governours that 
ever the Court of Spaine Cent to America^ for he was called by the Spaniards , el terrible 

Jujliciero, jfmgo de Ladidnes^hat is,terrible for Juftice, and fire to conffime all theeves. 
For hecleered all the high waiesof theeves,hangingthefti as often as they were caught 
without mercy* artd dtd fend out troopes and officers to apprehend them, fo that ie 
Was generally repo ted that fince the conqueft unto thofe dayes of his there had never 
been fo many theeves and malefa&ors hanged up as in his time. So in all other points 
of juftice he was fevere and upright. But yet covetoufnefle did fo blind him to fee his 
owneinjuftice, that before he could fee it, he had brought the City of Mexico and 
the wholeKingdome to a danger of rebellion. What he would not to be feen in him- 
ielfe, he afted by others his inftruments. And oneof them was one Von Pedro Mexiay 

a mighty rich Gentleman of Mexicb^hotn hee chofeto joyne with him in monopoli¬ 
zing all the Indian Maizgtnd wheat about theCoimtrey.Do* Pedro Mexia of the Indians 

boughtat the price he lift their Maiz,and the wheat ohhe Spaniards he bought it accor¬ 
ding to that price at which it is taxed by the law of that land to be fold at in time offa- 
minejWhich is at fourteen Rials a buffiell/which is not much there confidering the a- 
bundanceof gold and filver>t which price the Farmers and husbandmen knowing 
it to be a plentiful yeer Were glad and Willing to fel unto him their wheat,not knowing 
what the end Would be,& others fearing to gainfay him,whom theyknew to b^Vice- 
royes favorite. Thus Von Pedro Mexia filled all his battles which he had hired about the 
Countrey,and himfelfeand the Viceroy became owners of all thewheat.He had his^ffi- 
cers appointed to bring it into the Markets upon his warning,and that was when fome 
final remnants that hadefcaped his fingers were fold,and the price raifed.Thcn hoifed he 
hisprice, and doubled it above What ithadcoft him. The poore began to complaine 
therichtomUrrtiUre, thetaxeof the law was moved in the Court of Chancery before 
the Viceroy. But he being privy to the Monopoly expounded the law to bee under- 
ftood in time of famine j, and that he Was informed, that it Was as plentiful! a yeer as 
ever had been , and that to hi$ knowledge there was as much brought into the Mar¬ 
kets as ever had beem, and plenty enough for Mexico and all the Countrey. Thus was 
the law flighted,thfe rich nlocked5the poore opprefled,and none fold wheat but Von Pe¬ 

dro Mexia his officers for himitlfe and the Viceroy. When Iuftice would be no father, 
thepeoplego to their mother the Church;& havingunderstood the bufinefle bettcr,and 
that it was Von Pedro M&ia, who did tyrannnize and opprefle them with the Viceroy 
his favour, they Intreat the Archbiffiop to make it a caie of Confcience,and to reduce 
it to a Church cenfure. Don Alonfo de Zerna the Archbiffiop, who had alwaies ftoraa- 
cked Von Pedro Mexia and the Viceroy,to plcafe the people,granted to them to excom¬ 
municate Von Pedro Mexia^ and fo lent out bits of excommunication to be fixed upon 
all the Church dores againft Von Pedro* who not regarding the excommunicatidh, and 
keeping clofe at home, and ftill felling his wheat,, raffing higher the price then it was 
before; the Arch-biffiop railed this cenfure higher againft him, adding to it a Bill of 
Cejfatioa divinity that is,areflation from all divine fervice. This Cenfure is (o great 
with them, that it is neVer uffid but for fome great mans fake, who is contumacious 
andftubborninhiswaies, contemning tbepower of the Church. Then are all the 
Church dores ffiut up, (let the City be never lo great) no mafles are faid, -no prayers 
ufedj no preaching permitted, no meetings allowed for any publike devotion or cal¬ 
ling upon God. Their Church mournes as it were, and makes no (hew of fpiritUall 
joy and comfort, nor of any communion of prayers one with another, fo long as the 
partic continues ftubborn and rebellious in his finne, andfcandall, and in yeddktg to 

the 



A New Survey of the Weft-Indies. 

the Churches cenfure. And further whereas by this ceffation a diviuu, many Chur¬ 
ches andlefpccially Cloifters fufFer in the means of their lively hood, who live upon 
what is daily given them for the MalTes they fay, and in a Cloifter where thirty or 
fourty Preifts fay Made, fo many peices of Eight or crowns in Mexico doe daily come 

/ni,rhr-0rCrthi?CCnfure °r c/ffatio * divinis is fo inflicted upon the whole Church 
( a 1 urferingforitastheyfay infpirituall, and fome in temporall waies) that the par¬ 
ty offending oir fcandalizing, for whofe fake thiscurfe is laid upon all, is bound to 
latishe all Preifts and Cloifters which in the way aforefaid fufFer, and to allow them fo 
much out of his raeanes, as they might have daily got by felling away their MafFes 
rorfo many crownes For their daily livelyhood. Tothis would the;Arch-bifhop have 
brought 'Don Pedro Alexia, to have emptied out of his purfe neera thoufand crownes 
_aily, towards the maintenance of about a thoufand Preifts ( fo many there may bee in 

Mexico 3 who from the Altar fell away their bread-God to fad she with bread and food 
their hungry ftomackes.^ And fecondly by the peoples fiafferingin their fpirimall com- 
foit, and non-communion of prayers and idolatrous worfhip, hee thought to make 
Von Peat'oMexia odious to the people. Von Pedro perceiving the fpightfull intents of 
the Archbifhop, and hearing the outcries of the people in the ftrects againft him, and 
their cries for the ufe and liberty of their Churches, fecretly retired himfelfe to thePa- 
lace of the Viceroy pegging his favour and proteaion, for whofe fake he fufFered. 
I he Viceroy immediately lent out his Ordcrs,commanding the bills ofexcommunica- 
tion and ceflation Adivinit to bee pulled from the Church dores3and to all the Superi¬ 
ors or the Cloifters to fet open their Churches, and to celebrate their ferv-ice and maf* 
fes as formerly they had done. But they difobeying the Viceroy through blind obedi¬ 
ence to their Archbifhop, the Viceroy commanded the Arch-prelate to revoke his cen- 
lures. Bat his anfwer was that what he had done, had been juffly done againft a pub- 
like offender and great oppreffor of the poore, whofe cries had moved him to com- 
miferate their (uttering condition, and that the offenders contempt of his firft excom¬ 
munication had deferved the rigour of the fccond cenfure • neither of the which hee 
would or could revoke until! Von Pedro Mexia had fubmitted himfelfe to the Church 

and to a publike abfolution, and had fatisfied the Preifts and Cloifters who fufFered 
tor him, and had declaimed that unlawfull and unconfcionable Monopolie, where- 
With he wronged the whole common-wealth, and efpecially the poorer fort therein. 

inus did that proud Prelate arrogantly in termesexalt himfelfe againft the theau- 
tnority of: his Prince and Ruler, contemning his command with a flatdcniall, think¬ 
ing himfelfhappy in imitating Ambrofe his fpirit againft the Emperour Theodofius,truft» 

,n8*n l ke?es’ anc* *n ^ren?th of his Church and Clergy, which 
with the rebellion or the meaner fort he refolved to oppofe againft the power and 
itrength of his Magiftrate. The Viceroy not brooking this fa wey anfwer from a 
Preift, commanded him prefently to be apprehended and to be guarded to St. John dt 

t”5fe to be fhipped foe Spaine. The Archbifhop having notice of this the 
Viceroy his refolution, retired himfelfe out of Mexico to Guadalupe with many of his 
Preifts and Prebends, leaving a bill of excommunication upon the Church dores a- 
gamlt the Viceroy himfelf,and thinking privily to flie to Spain there to give an account 
of his carriage and behaviour.But he could not flie fo faft,but the Viceroy his care and 

tim.• lC l * eycd liim,and with his Serjeants and Officers purfued him to Guadalupe. 
Which the Archbifhop underftanding,he betpok himfeltf to the fan&uary of the church, 
and there caufed the candles to be lighted upon the Alt^r, the facra-ment of his Breads 
God to be taken out of the Tabernacle, and attiringdiimfelfe with his Pontifical 1 vefti- 
ments, with his Mitre on his head, his Crozierlh one hand, intheotherhetook his 
God of bread, and thus with his traine of Preifls about him at the Altar, he waited 
for the coming of the Serjeants and Officers, whom hethought with his God in his 
hand, and wich a Here I am, to aftonifh and amaze, and to make them as Chrift the 
Jewes in the garden, to fall backwards^ and to difable them from laying hands upon 
him. The Officers coming into the Church went towardstke Altar where the Bifliop 
flood, and kneeling downe firft to worfhip their God made a fhort prayer, which be¬ 
ing ended, they propounded unto the Bifhop with courteous and faire Words the eauft: 
ot their coming to that place, requiring him to lay downe the Sacrament; and to 
come out of the Church, and to heare the notification of what orders they brought 
unto him in the Kings nam.% To whom the A rchbifh up replied, that whereas their 
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Mailer the Viceroy was excommunicated he looked upon him as one out of the pale of 
theChurch j andone without any power, or authority to command himin the hqnte 
of God^and fo required them as they tendered the good of their foules to depart peace¬ 
ably , and not to infringe the priviledges and immunity of the Church, by exercifing in 
it any legall aft of lecular power and command; and that he would not goe out of the 
Church, unleflethey durft take him and the Sacrament together. With thisthehead 
officer named Tiroll, flood up and notified unto him an order in the Kings name to ap¬ 
prehend his perlon in what place foever he ffiould find him , and to guard him to the 
Port of St, John deVlhua, and there to deliver him to whom by further order he 
ffiould be diretted there, to be (hipped for Spain asaTraicour to the Kings crownc , a 
troubler of the common peace, an author and mover of (edition in the Common¬ 
wealth. The Arch-biffiop fmiling upon Tiroll anfwered him. Thy Mafter ufeth too 
hightermeS; and Words which doe better agree unto himfelte $ for I know no mutiny 
orfedition like to trouble the Common-wealth, unlefieit bee by his and Von fedn 
Mexia his ©ppreffing of the poore. And as for thy guarding meeto St. John dt Vlhtta, 

I conjure thee by jefusChrift whom thouknoweftl hold in my hands, not to ule 
here any violence in Gods houle , from whole Altar 1 am refolved not to depart- take 
heed God puniffi thee not as he did Jeroboam for ftretching forth his hand at the Altar 
againft the Prophe * let his withers! hand remind thee of thy duty* But Tiroll Cuffc- 

red him not to fquander away the time and ravell it out with further preaching , but 
called to the Altar a Preifl whom he had brought for that purpofe,and commanded him 
in the Kings name to take the Sacrament out of the Arch-biffiops hand ; which the 
Preifl doing, the Arch-bifhop unveiled himfelfe of his Pontificals, and ( though with 
many repetitions of theChurcheS immunity )yeelded himlelfe unto Tiroll, and ta¬ 
king his leave of all his Prebends, requiring them to bee witnefles of what had been 
done, he went prifoner to St, John dt Vlhua, where he was delivered to the cuftody 
of the Governour of the Caflle, and not many daies after was lent in a ffiip prepa¬ 
red for that purpofe to Spaint to the King and Councell, with a full charge of all his 
carnages and mildemeanours. Some of the City of ^Mexico in private began to talke 
ftrangely againft the Viceroy, and to ftomacke the baniffiment of their Arch-biffiop, 
becaule he had flood out againft fo high a power in defence of the poore and opprefled, 
and theffi their private grudges they foone vented in publike with bold and arrogant 
fpeeches againft Von Pedro Mexia, and the Viceroy, being fet on and incouraged by 
the Preiflsand Prebends, who it leems had fworne blind obedience to their Arch-Pre¬ 
late, and therewith thought they could difpence with their conlclences in their obedi¬ 
ence and duty to their Magiftrate. Thus did thole Incendiaries for a fortnight together 
blow the fire of (edition aud rebellion, efpecially amongft the inferiour fort of people 
and the Criolians or native Spaniards,and the Indians and Mulatto’s, whom they knew 
brooked not the fevere and rigorous juftice and judgement of the Viceroy , no nor any 
Government that was appointed over them from Spaineb untill at the fortnights end, 
Ttroll returned from St. John dt Vlhua • and then began the fpite and malice of all the 
malecontents to breake out, then began a fire of mutiny to be kindled, which was 
thought would have conlumed and buried in allies thatgreat and famous City. Tiroll 

was not a little jealous of what mifehiefe the common rabble intended againft him,and 
fo kept dole,not daring to walke the ftreets; yet his occafions inviting him to the Vice¬ 
roy his palace, ventured himlelfe in a Coach with drawnecurtaines, which yet could 
not blind the eyes of the fpightfulland malicious male-contents , who had not ice that 
he was in the Coach, and before hecould get to themarket place, threeorfour boyes 
began to cry otlt, Judas, Judas, alia va Judas,thcre gocth Judas that laid His hands 
upcnChriits Vicar; others joyned with them laying, ahorquemos a ejle Judas, let us 
hang up this Judas the number of boyes yet increaled, crying aloud and boldly af¬ 
ter the Coach , Muera el pellaco defcomulgado la muerte tie Judas , muera el pica- 
rq, muera «l perro, letthisexcommunicatedrogueanddog die the death of Judas; 
the Coach-man laffied tht mules, the Coach polled, the boyes hailed after with Hones 
and dirt, the number increafed fo that before TiroBcould get through two ftreets only, 
there were rilen above two hundred boyes, of Spaniards, Indians, Plaeh^mores, and 
Mulatto’s. With much adec Tiroll got to the Viceroy his Palace, polling for his 
life, and his firft care was to wiffi the Porters to ffiut all the Palace gates: for he was 
fearfull of w h at prelently happened, of a more generallinfurre&ion and uproar. For 
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no (bonerwas heegotinto the Viceroy his houfe, and the gates ftm up, but there were 
gathered to the Market place (as I was credibly informed by thofe that faw and ob- 
ferved diligently that daies trouble) above two thoufand people,all ofinferiourrank 
and quality 5 and yet the number ftill increafed till they were judged to bee about fix 
orfeven thoufand.They all cried out for TiroU the jW*,fparing neither ftones nor dirt 
which they did fling at the Palace windowesi 

The Viceroy fent a meflage to them defiring them td be quiet, and to betake them- 
felves to their houfes, certifying them that TiroU was notin his Palace, butefcaped 
out of a back doore. The rude multitude would not bee fatisfied with this, being now 
fet on by two or three Priefts who were joyned with them, and fo they began more 
Violently to batter the Palace gates and walls* having brought pikes, and holbards, 
and long poles; others had got a few Piftols, arid birdirig Peeces, wherewich they (hot, 
not caring whom they killed or wounded in the Palace. It was wonderfull to fee 
that none of the better fort, none of the Judges,no high Juftice, noinferiour Officers 
durft or would come out to fupprefie the multitude, dr to affift the Viceroy being iri 
fo great danger 5 nay I was told by f©me ffiopkeepers who lived in the Marketplace, 
that they made a laughing bufinefle of it,and the people that palled by went finding and 
faying. Let theboyesand yoiingfters alone, they will wright our wrongs, they will 
find out before they have done, both TiroU and eJMexia and him that protefts them, 
meaning the Viceroyjbutamongft them was much noted one Pried,named Salazar, who 
(pent much (hot and bullets, and more his (pirits in running about to fpie fome 
place of advantage, which hee might fooneft batter downe. They found it feemes 
theprifon doores eafierto open, orelfe with helpe within they opened them, and 
let out all the malefactors, who joyned with them to aflault the Palace. The Viceroy 
feeing no helpe came to him from the City, from his friends, from the Judges of 
the Chancery, from the Kings high Juftices, nor other Officers for the peace, went 
up to the Zoties of his Palace with his Guard and Servants that attended on him,arid let 
up the Royall Standard,and eauled a Trumpet to bee founded to call the City to ayde 
and affift their King. But this prevailed not,none ftirred, all the chief of the City kept 
within doores. And when the multitude faw the Royall Standard out, and heard the 
Kings name from the Toths, they cryed out, and often repeated it, Viva el Rex, mu- 

era el nul gevierno, mueran los des comulgados, that is to fay. Our King live long, but 
let the evill government die, andperiffi, and let them die that are excomfiiunicated. 
Thele words faved many of them from hanging afterwards, when the bufinefle was 
tried and fearchcd into by Von LMartinde CarriUo. And withthefe wordsin their 
mouths, they skirmilhed with them of the Zoties at leaft three houres, they above hur¬ 
ling downe ftones, and they beneath hurling up to them and fome (hooting with a 
few Piftols and birding peeces at one another: and marke that in all this bitter skir- 
miffi there was not a peece of Ordnance (hot, for the Viceroy had none for the defence 
of his Palace or Perfon, neither had or hath that great City any for Its ftrength and 
fecurity, the Spaniards living fearelefle of the Indians, and (aSthey thinke) fecure 
from being annoyed by any forraine Nation. There were (lain in about fix houres in 
all that this tumult lafted, feven or eight beneath in the Market place, and one 
of the Viceroy his Guard and a pagein the Zoties above. The day drawing to an 
end the multitude brought pitch and fire, and firft fired the prifon, then they 
fet on fire part of the Palace, and burnt downe the chief gate. This made fome 
of the City , of the Gentry, and of the Judges to come out, left the fire ffiould pre" 
vaile farreupon the City, and toperfwade the people to defift, and to quench the fire, 
Whileft the fire was quenching, many got into the Palace, fome fell upon the Vice- 
royes itables, and there got part of his mules and horfis rich furnitures,others began 
to fall upon fome chefts, others to teare down the hangings, butfthey were foone 
perfwaded by the better fortof the City, to, defift from fpoile or robbery, left by that 
they ffiould bee difeovered; other (earched about for 7)on Pedro Mexid, for TiroU 

and the Viceroy. None of them could .bee found,having difguiled themfelves and fo 
efcaped. Whither Don Pedro Mexia and TiroU werit, it could not bee knotven in 
manydayes; butcertaine it was that the Viceroy difguifed himfelfe in a Francifcan 
habit, and Vo in company of a Fryer went through fhemultitude to the Cloifter of 
the Francifcans, where hee abode all that yeer, (and there I faw him the yecre after) 
not daring to come out, untill hee had informed the King and Counfell of Spain 
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with what hath happened, and of the danger himfelfe and the City was in, if not 
timely prevented. The King and Counfell of Spain took the bufinetfe to conlidera- 
tion, and looked upon it as a warning peece, to a further mutiny and rebellion,and 
an example to other parts of America to follow upon any fuch like occasion, if 
iome punilhment were notinfli&ed upon the chief offenders. Wherefore the yeere 
following 1625. which was whenl went tothofe parts, the Kingfenta new Vice¬ 
roy theMarquts of Serralvo to govern in the place of the Conut o fGelues, andefpeci- 
ally to aid and aflift Don Martin de Carrillo a Prieft, and Inquilitor of the Inqmhtion 
of Valladolid,1 who was lent with large Commiffion and authority to examine the 
forefaid tumult and mutiny, and to judge all offenders thatlhouldbefoundinit, yea 
and to hangup fuch as (hould deferve death. I was at Mexico in the bell time of the 
tryall, and had intelligence from "Don Martin de Carrillo his owne Ghoftly father a 
Dominican Fryer of the chief paffagesin the examination of the bufineffe; and the 
refult was, that if Juftice Ihould have beene executed rightly, mod of the prime of 
Mexico would have fuffered, for not comming in to the Royall Standard, when cal¬ 
led by the found of the Trumpetj the Judges fome were put out of their places, though 
they anfvvered that they durft not ftirre out, for that they were informed that all the 
City would have rifen again!! them if they had appeared in publick. The chief aftors 
were found to bee the Crioliansor Natives of the Countrey,who doe hate the Spanifh 

Government, and all fuch as come from Spain-, and reafon they have for'it, for by 
them they are much oppreffed, as I have before obferved, and are and will bee al- 
wayes watching any opportunity to free themfelves from the Spanijh yoke. But the 
chief fomenters of the mutiny were found to bee the Bilbo ps party the Preifts; and 
fo had not Salazar and three more of them fled, they had certainly been fent to the 
Gallies of Spain for Galley flam 5 this judgment was publilhedagainft them. There 
were not above three or foure hanged of fo many thoufands, and their condemnati¬ 
on was for things which they had ftollenoutof the Viceroys Palace. And becaule 
further inquiry into the rebellion would have brought in at leaft halfche City either for 
aftors, or councilors, or fomentors, the King was well advifedto grant a general! 
pardon. The Archbilhops proceedings were more difliked in the Court of Spain. 

then the Viceroyes,and was long without any preferment; though, at laft that there 
might be no exceptions taken by his party, nor caufe given for a further ftirring the em¬ 
bers to a greatercombuftion,the Councel thought fit to honor him in thofe parts where 
hee was born- and to make him Bilhop of Zamora a fmail Eilhoprick in GaJtile - fo 
that his wings were dipt, and from Archbilhop hee came to bee but Bilhop, and 
from threefcore thoufand Crownes yeerely rent he fell to foure orfivethoufandonely 
a yeere. The count of Gelnes was alfofentto Spain, and well entertained in the 
Court, and therein made Mailer ofthe Kings horfe, which in Spainis a Noblemans 
preferment. 

And this Hi (lory fhewing the Hate and condition of Mexico, when I travelled to 
thole parts I have willingly fetdown, that the Reader may by it bee furnilhed with 
better obfervations then myfelf (who am but a Neophyte) am able to deduft. Some¬ 
what might bee obferved from the Viceroyes covetoufneffe; which doubtleffe in all 
is a great finne, for as Paul well advlfeth, 1 Tim. 6. 10, The love ofmony it the root of 

all evilly but much more to bee condemned in a Prince or Governour; whom it may 
blind in the exercife of Juftice and Judgment, and harden thofe’tender bowels 
(which ought to bee in bim)of a father and Ihepheard to his flock and children. Wee 
may yetfromthis Viceroyes prafticeand example againftachiefehead ofthe Romifb 
Church, difeover thaterrour of the Preifts and Jefuites of England, who perfwade the 
people here that no temporal! Magiftrate hath power over them, a nd that to lay hands 
on them in wrath and anger (being as they fay Confecrated to God and his Altar) 
Uipfofatto a deep excommunication; whereas wee fee the contrary in this Viceroy a 
member ol the Church of Rome, and yet exercifing his temporall power again!! an 
Arch-Bifhop, and by Tiroll taking him from the Church, and as his prifoner lending 
him with juft wrath and anger to a forraine and remote place of baniffiment. But 
laftlyitismy dehre that the High and Honorable Court of Parliament which now is 
fitting forthe good of this Kingdome, and for the good of it hath already pulled 
duiv ne the Hierarchy of Inch Prelates and Archprelates, would looke upon the trou¬ 
ble and uproare which the keys of the Church in the hand of an undifereet Preift 

brought 
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brought upon that City of Mexico. Certainly as the ftrength of the Church well 
fetled, and governed with fubordination to the Magiftrate, is likewife the ftrength 
of the Coraraon-wealth ; fo on the other fide the power of the Keyes in the Clergies 
hand eocaltout whatinceftuous Corinthian theypleafe, without the reft of the Corin¬ 

thians confenr, i Cor. 5.43 5. may prove dangerous and troublefome fo the Common- 
weale and good. For if the Clergy may ufe by itfelfe, without the overfeeing eye of 
the Magiftrates Commiflioners, the power of the keyes • who (hall bee free from 
theircenfures, thatany way will oppofe them ? Thepoor and ignorant will notoneiy 
bee the objeft of their cenfures, but the rich and wife and noble, Ruler and Magi¬ 
ftrate will alfo come under their cenfures ; wherein Ifinde a Minifter may then as a 
Pope encroach upon the higheft Crowwe of an Emperour. Nay certainly in England 

the thoughts of fome fuch afpiring Minifters have been higher then the thoughts of 
this Arch-Bifhop of Mexico over a Viceroy, the conceipt of their power with the 
Keyes have hoifed them above their Prince, for I have heard one of them fay,he knew 
not but that by the power of the keyes hee might as well excommunicate the King as 
any other private perfon. This conceit hath made the Pope of Rome feare no earthly 
Prince, Emperour, Ruler or Magiftrate; nay this hath made him to beefeared and 
refpefted and honoured by Kings and Princes; And why may not the fame power in 
the hands of a Proteftant Clergy, make the meaneft and the higheft to feare and dread 
them? But fo me will fay, the Word of God being the Touchftone wherewith they 
are to try what points may be the fubjefts of their cenfures, by fuch a light and gui¬ 
dance theyarenot liketoerre. But they then being themfelves the Judges of the fenfe 
and meaning of the Word, who fhall oppofe their judgment, and their enfuing cen¬ 
fures? What ifto their triall and judgment they fhall bring any Law enafted by a 
High Court of Parliament,and fhall judge it not according to the Word of God,and fo 
preffe it to the peoples confidences ; threatning with their cenfures fuch as fhall obey it? 
in fuch a cafe how may the power of the keyes unlock and openadooreto the peo¬ 
ple of rebellion againft their lawful! Magiftrates > Oh what dangers may befall a 
Comnjion-wealth, when thus the Clergy fhall ftand over poor and rich, Subjeft and 
Magiftrate, as Peters ft atue at Rome, with Grofle-keyesin his hand? What a rebelli¬ 
on did the Archbifhop of Mexico caufe by excommunicating Don Pedro Mexia firft, and 
then the Viceroy ? and how did the people fear his keyes more then their Viceroys 
temporall power and authority, fiding with him againft fuch as hee had excommu¬ 
nicated? What troubles did that Doftor Smith Bifhop of Chalcedon bring among the 
Papifts, fmall and great ones,not longagoe here in Englanl^ laying upon them by the 
power of the Keyes a cenfure of Excommunication, if they confefledto, or did en- 
tertaineand heare the Maffe of any, that had not derived their authority from him? 
Then were they in open rebellion one againft another ; thefecular Preifts againft the 
Monkes, Fryers, and Jefuites, and the Laity all troubled, fome fiding with one,and 
fome with another, untill Doftor Smith having thus kindled the fire, was faine to 
leave it burning,and to betake himfelf to Paw, and from thence to foment the diflen- 
tion which with power of the Keyes hee had caufedhere. 

Oh furely the Church fo far is a good Mother, as it all owes a Magiftrate to be a Fa¬ 
ther. And great comfort have thofe that live within the pale of the Church, to know 
that they have the Magiftrate a Father to flye unto in their preffures and difeomforts, 

I mult ingenuoufly confefle that orie maine point that brought me from the Church 
of Rome, was the too too great power of the Keyes in the Popes, Bifhops, and Preifts 
hands, who ftudying more felfe Policy, then common Policy, looke upon the peo¬ 
ple, and with their power deale with them more as their fubjefts, then aspolkicall 
Members in a Common-wealth,rending and tearing them daily by their cenfures from 
that common and Politicall body to which they belong, without any hopes of care 
to bee had of them by their Magiftrate and Politicall head and Governour. And I 
hope I fhall not have fled from Antichrift who exalteth himfelf as head of the Church, 
and from that power hath his influence over all State and Politicall Heads and Rulers 9 
to find in a Proteftant Church any of his fpirit, making a diftinftion of a fpirituall 
and temporall head,forgetting the onely head Chrift Jefus 5 which were it once grant¬ 
ed 3 as the fpirit is more noble then the body, fo would the inference foon bee made, 
that they that are over the fpirit,are higher in power then they that are over the body 5 
which conclufion would foon bring Mixicoes troubles among Proteftants, Experi¬ 

ence 
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ence in all my travails by fea and land,in moft parts of Europe and of America, hath ever 
taught mee, that where the Clergy hath been too much exalted and enjoyed power o* 
ver the people, there the Common-wealth hathfoon fallen into heavy preffures and 
troubles. And let not this my obfervation feem ftrange as coming from aMinifter, 
for I have learned from Chrift,Mattb' 20.25,26,27. That the Princes of the Gentiles exer* 
cife Dominion, and they that are great exercife authority. But it fhaU not beefo among you, but 

whomever will bee great among you, let him bee jour Minifler; and whofoever mil bee cbiefe 
amongyou, let him bey our Servant. 

I hope the High Court of Parliament will fo fettle the Church and State here that this 
(hall notfeare any further troubles from that; and that wee who have our portion 
from the one, may bee Minifters and Servants upder theCommitfioners of the other# 
And thus largely I have dtferibed the State and condition of Mexico in ^thc time of 
Montezuma, and fincc his death the manner and proportion of it, with the troubled 
condition I found it in when I went thither, by reafon of a mutiny and rebellion 
eaufed by an Arch Bilhop the yeer before. I (hall now come out of Mexico, and 
prefent unto you the places moft remarkable about it; and from thence the (everall parts 
and Countries of America, before I betake my felf to the journey which I made from 
Mexico to Guatemala, lying nine hundred Englifb miles Southward, and from thence 
yet to Cojlarica, aud Nicoya, being nine hundred miles further towards the South. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Shewing the fever all farts of this new World of Anwricit; and the places 
of note about the famous City of Mexico, 1 

^though my travailes by Sea and Land in America were not above three or 
foure thoufand miles (which is not thefiftpartofit, if exaaiy compared) 
yet for the better compleating of this my worke I thought fit to inlarge 
my (elftoafulldivihon ofthemany and fundry parts thereof, here firft in 

gcnerall5 and hereafter more in particular of thofe parts wherein I lived twelve yeeres, 
and of thofe which I more exactly noted and obferved as I travailed and pa (Ted through 
them. The chief divifion therefore of this greateft part of the World, is twofold 
onely, to wit, the Mexicans, and the Peruan parts , which containe many great and 
lundry Provinces and Countries,{ome as big as our whole Kingdom of England. But 
Mexico giving name tohalfe America, is now called Nova Hifpania, new Spain,from 
Whence the Kings of Spain doe ftile themklves,Hifpamamm Reges. The Mexican part 
containeth chiefly the Northern Tra£t, and comprehendeth thefe Provinces hitherto 
knowne and difeovered, to wit, Mexico,guivira, Nicaragua, Jucatan, Florida, Virginia, 
Norumbega,Nova Yrancia) Corterialis, and EJlotilandia. The compare of this part of 

merica is thirteen thoufand miles. The Peruan part containeth all the Southern 
l ract, and istyedtothe Mexican by the Iflbrnut orftraitof Darien, being no more 

uV 7* u0oaS °'as fay9 in the narroweft P,ace but 12.miles broad from the North to 
the South Sea And many have mentioned to the Councell of Spain, the cutting 
0 f , avLSa^e Channell through this fmall IJlbmut, fo to (horten the Voiage to China• 
and the Moluccoes. But the Kings of Spain have not as yet attemped to doe it, fome 
fay left in the worke heefbould lofe thofe few Indians that are left (would to God 
it were lo that they were and had been fo careful! and render of the poore Indians liVts, 
more populous would thatvaft and (patious Countrey bee at this day: ) but others 
fay he hath not attempted that great worke, left the pafTage by the Cape Vona Efpe- 
ranza: good hope, being left off» thofe Seas might become a receptacle of Pirates. How- 
ever this hath not been attempted by the Spaniard/^ they give not for reafon any ex- 
traor mary great charge, for that would foone bee recompenied with the fpeedy 
and ealie conveying that way the Commodities from South to North Seas. This 
Pewan part of America'containeth thefe Countries, or Kingdomes,to wit, CaBeBaaa- 
rea, Gnuna, PeruSrafil,Chile-, and the compafleofitis feventeen thoufand miles. I 
lhali not (peake diftinftly of all thefe parts, which better writers, and of more know- 

ledge 
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ledge have before me difeovered. and bscaufe fome of them being out of the Spaniard 
reach and dominion,from whom I have received my beftintelligence,! have from them 
had little notice of them, nor experience, which indeed I intend to make my bed guide 
in this my worke. Therefore to returne again to the Mexican part, and the 
Northern Traft, I (hall fall again upon the firft and chiefe member of that divifionj 
which I faid was Mexico. This aboundeth with golden fanded rivers,in which are ma¬ 
ny Crocodiles (though not fo bigasthofeof which the Indian people eat. 
It glorieth in the mountaines Popochampecbe, and ‘Popocatepec, which are of the fame 
nature with JEtna and Vefttvius.Nay all the way South-ward as farre as Lion in Nica¬ 

ragua, there are many of tbefc fiery mountaines. But Popocatepec is one of the 
chiefe of them, which fignifieth a hill of fmoake, for many times it cafteth out 
fmoake and firej it ftandeth eight leagues from Chololl^ the afeendingupuntoitis 
very troublefome, and full of craggie rocks. When Cortez pafTed that way to Mexi¬ 
co, he lent ten Spaniards to view it, with many Indians to carry their vi&uals, and to 
guide them in the way. They approached fo nigh the top, that they heard fuch a ter¬ 
rible noyfe which proceeded from thence, that they durft iiot goe unto it, for the 
ground did tremble and (hake, and great quantity of afhes did much difturb their way. 
But yet two of them who feemed to be rood hardie, and defirous to fee ftrange things, 
went up to the top, becaufe they would not return with a (leevelelTe anfwer, and that 
they might not be accounted cowards, leaving their fellowes behind them, proceeded 
forwards, and palfed through that defart of alhes, and at length came under a great 
fmoake very thick , and (landing there a while, the darknefle vanished partly away,and 
then appeared the Vulcah and concavity, which is about halfe a league in compafie^ 
out of the which the aire came rebounding with a very great noife,very Ihrill and whift- 
ling, fo that the whole hill did tremble 5 it was like unto an oven where glafle is made. 
The fmoake and heat was fo great that they could not abide it, and of force were con¬ 
tained to return by the way that they had attended. But they Were not gone farre, 
v hen the Vulcan began to flafli out flames of fire, afhes and embers, yea and at thelaft 

flones of burning fire, and if they had not chanced to find a rocke, under which they 
(hadowed themfclves, undoubtedly they had there been burned. It is like unto the 
Vulcan of Sicilia, it is high and round, and never wanteth fnow about fome part of 
it. Before the coming of Cortez for ten yeers fpace it had left off expelling vapour or 
fmoake; but in the yeer 15 40. it began again to burn, and with the horrible noyfe 
thereof^ the people that dwelt four leagues from it were terrified} the afhes that pro¬ 
ceeded then from it reached to Tlaxcallan, which ftandeth ten leagues diftant from it 5 
yea fome affirme that it extended fifteen leagues diftant, and burned the herbs in the 
gardens, thecorneinthe fields, and clothes that lay a drying. And many ftfch hilsand 
mountaines doth this Mexican part of America, or new Spainc abound with. Theli- 
mitsof itareontheEaft, Jucatan, and the gulfe of Mexico, on the Weft Californio, on 
the South the Pmwwpart. TheNorthern bounds are unknowne, fo that we cannot 
certainly avow this America to be continent, nor certainly affirme it to be an Ifland, 
diftiugniChed from the old world. It was very populous before the arrivall of the Spa- 
ntards, whoin feventeen yeers flew fix millions of them, roalling fome, plucking out 
the eyes, cutting off the arms of others, and calling them living to be devoured of 
Wilde beafts. This chiefe Province of America named Mexico, is further fubdivided 
into four parts, that is to fay, Tbcm'ifiitan, Nova Galicia , Mecboacan, and Gttafta- 
chart. Tbemlftitan is the greateft and nobleft of thefe foure; for that it containeth fix 
Cities, and of them one is Mexico, which giveth name to the halfe part of America,, 

and is the feat of an Arch-bifhop, and of the Spmifb Viceroy, whofe greatnefle with¬ 
in I have before laid open ; the lecond City is La Puebla de los Angeles, the City of 
Angels; the third Villaruca^ the fourth Antitbero; the fifth Meccioca 5 the fixth Otto- 
pan. But all thefe,excepting the two firft,are but fmall places, named Citties formerly, 
for that the Spaniards thought to have made them Bifhops feats, which they have not 
been able to performe, by reafon that and the Cicy of Angels hath drawne to 
them the chiefe trading, andmoftof the inhabitants of the other foure. Efpecially 
the refort to Mexico is fo great,that all the Townes about ( which formerly were of In- 
dians)zxt now inhabited by Spaniards and Meftizees. I may not omit about Mexico that 
famous place of Chapultepec, which in the Heathens times was the burying place of the 
Ernpsrours j and now by the Spaniards is the Efcuriall of America, where the Vice* 
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royeS that die are alfo interred. There is a fumptuous palace built with many fair gar¬ 
dens, and devils of waters, andpondsof fifh, whither the Viceroycs and the gentry 
oiMekico do refort for their recreation. The riches here belonging to the Viceroyea 
Chappell are thought to be worth above a million of crownes. * 

Tacuba isalfo a pleafant Towne fuli of orchards and gardens, in the very way to 
Cbapuhepcc. South-ward is 7V*c<?,rich alfo for trading, but above all much mentio¬ 
ned for the Bacon, which is the beft of all thofe parts,and is tranfported far and neer 
Weft-ward is th Townecalled, LaPkdad at the end of a Cawfey, whither the 

people much refort from Mexico, being drawn to the fuperftitious worlhip of a piftare 
of Mary, which hath been enriched by the chiefe of Mexico with many thoufand 
pounds worth of gifts of chaines, and crownes of gold. 

But more Northweft-ward three leagues from Mexico is the pleafanteft place of all 
that are about Mexico, called La Soledad, and by others el defierto, the folitary or defert 
place and wilderneffe. Were all wilderneffes like it, toliveina wildernefie would be 
better then to live in a City. This hath been a device of poor Fryers named difcalced 
or barefooted Carmelites, who to make {hew of their hypocritical! and apparent god- 
lineue, and that whilft they would bethought to live like Eremites, retired from the 
world, they may draw the world unto them; they have built there a ftately Cloifter 
which being upon a hill and among rocks makes it to be more admired. About the 
Cloifter they havefalhioned out many holts and Caves in, under,and among the rocks 
like Eremites lodgings, with a room to lie in,and an Oratory to pray in,with pi&ures* 
and images, and rare devices for mortification, asdifeiplines of wyar, rods of iron’ 
haire-doths, girdles with (harp wyarpointes to girdle about their bare flefb, andma? 
ny fuch like toyes which hang about their Oratories,to make people admire their mor¬ 
tified and holy lives. All thefe Eremeticall holes and caves ( w hich are fome ten in all) 

are within the bounds and compare of the Cloifter ) and among orchards and gardens 
full of fruits and flowers, which may take up two miles compaffe; and here among 
the rockesare many fprings of water, which with the fhade of the plantins and othe? 
trees, are moftcoole and pleafant to the Eremites; they have alfo the fweet fmell of 
the rofe and jazmin, which is a little flower, but the fweeteft of all others; there is 
not any other flower to be fouud that is rare and exquifitc in that countrey which is 
not in that wild ernefle to delight the fenfes of thofe mortified Eremites. They are 
weekly changed from the Cloifter, and when their weeke is ended , others arefent, and 
they return unto their Cloifter^they carry with them their bottles of wine9fweet-meats 
and other provision ; as for fruits the trees about do drop them into their mouthes. It 
is wonderfull to fee the ftrange devifesof fountains of water which are about the gar¬ 
dens; but much more ftrange and wonderfull to fee the refort of Coaches, and gallants 
and Ladies, and Citizens from Mexico thither, to walke and make merry in thofe defart 
pleasures, and to fee thofe hypocrites, whom they looke upon as living Saints, and fo 
think nothing too good for them, to cherifh them in their deGrt confli&s with Satan. 
None goes to them but carries fome fweet-meats, or fome other dainty dilh to notirifh 
and feed them withal!; whofe prayers they likewife earncllly folicite, leaving them 
greatalmes of mony for their maffes; and above all, offering to a pi&ure in their 
Church, called our Lady of Owe/,trcafures of diamords, pearles, golden chaines and 
crownes, and gownes of cloth of gold and filver. Before this piaure did hang in my 
time twenty lampesof filver; theworftof them being worth a hundred pound tiue- 
ly Satan hath given unto them what he offered Chrift in the defart, All thefe things wil 
I give theeif thou wilt fall down and worfhip me; all the dainties and of all the riches 
of America hath he given unto them in that their defart, for that they daily fall downe 
and worfhip him. In the way to this place there is another Towne yet called Tacu- 
baya, where is a rich Cloifter of Francifcans,and alfo many gardens and orchard* 
but above all much reforted to for themuficke in that Church, wherein the Friers have 
made the Indians fo dexterous and skilfull, that they dare compare with the Cathedrall 
Church of Mexico. Thefe were the chiefe places of mineand my friends refort, whilft 
I abode about Mexico, which I found to be mod worth a Hiftory, and fo thought fit 
here to infert them, and fo pafle on to the other parts or Provinces of Mexico. & 

Next to this is the Province of Guajiachan, which licth in the rode from St. John de 

Vlbua to Mexico, which is not fo poore as Beylin maketh it,for that now it doth abound 
with many rich farrnes of Sugar,aiidof Cochinil, and rcacheth as farre as the Valley 

of 
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of Guaxaca which is a raoftrich place.The chiefeCity of this Province waswont to be 
laxcdllatt}'® hereof I have formerly fpoken; but now the City of Guaxaca which is a 

Bifhops feat,and Xalappa which is alfo of late made a Biffiops feat, makes it more famous, 
glories alfo in ViBakica a PortTowne very wealthy, beeaufc all the traffique betwixt 
the Old and New Spain do paffethrough it.Thc Spaniards have in it two rich Colonies, 
called Tamico, and St. James in the valleys. The third Province of Mexico is called 
UWechoacan, which containeth in circuit fourfeore leagues. It is alfo an exceeding rich 
countrey, abounding in Mulberry trees, fi lk, hony, wax, black-amber, works of 
divers coloured feathers,moft rich,rare,and exquifite,and fiich ftore of fiffi, that from 
thence it tooke its name, Mccbuouca», which fignifieth a place of fiffiing. 

Thelangnage of the Indians is moft elegant and copious, and they tall, ftrong, a- 
ftive, and of very good wits, as may be teen in all their workes, but efpecially in thofe 
of feathers, which are fo curious, that they are prefented for rich prefents to the 
King and Nobles of Spaint. Thechiefe City of thisProvince is Valladolid a Bifhops- 
feat} and the beft Townes are Sinfente, which was the refidence of the Kings of fehis 
countrey. There is alfo Fafcttar and Colima very great Townes inhabited by Indian and 
Spaniards. There are alfo two good havens, called St. Anthony , and St. lames, or 
Santiago. This country of Mtcboacan wasalmoftas great as the Empire of Mexico, 
when Cortez, conquered thofe parts. The King that was then of Mecboacan was cal¬ 
led Gaconzin, who was a great friend unto Cortez., and a fervitor to the Spaniards, and 
willingly yeeldedhimlelfe as vaflall to the King of Spai*eh yetfuch was the cruelty of 
Von Nttnio dt Guzman, the firlt Ruler and Preiident of the Chancery of Mexico after 
the conqueft, that underftanding he was put out of his office, he tooke his journey 
againft the Teucbicbimecas, and carried in his company five hundred Spaniards, with 
whom and fix thoufand Indians which by force he tooke out of Mecboacan,he conque¬ 
red Xalixco which is now called the new Galicia. And as for this purpofe hee palled 
through Mecbeacan, he tooke prifoner the King Caconzfn, ( who was quiet and peace¬ 
able and ftirred not againft him ) and tooke from him ten thoufand markes of plate, 
and much gold and other treafure, and afterwards burned him, and many other j#di- 
d'tan Gentlemen and principall perfons of that Kingdome,becaufe they ffiould not com- 
plaine, faying that a dead dog bitethnot. They were in this Kingdome as fuperftiti- 
ous and idolatrous as in the reft of America. No divorcement was permitted amongft 
them, except the party made a folemn oath, that they looked not the one on the other 
ftedfaftly and direftly at the time of their marriage. In the burying likewife of their 
Kings they were foperftitious, cruell, and Idolatrous. When any King of Mechoa- 

can ha ppe ned to be brought to fuch extremity of ficknefle that hope of life was paftj 
then did he name and appoint which of his fons ffiould inherit the ftate and Crown, 
and being known the new King or heir prefently lent for all theGovernours,Captains, 
and valiant fouIdiers,who had any office or charge, to come unto the burial! of his fa¬ 
ther , and he that came not, from thenceforth was held for a Traitour, and fo puni- 
ffied. When the death of the old King was certaihc, then came all degrees of eftates, 
and did bring their prefents to the new King for the approbation of his Kingdome.* 
Buuf the Kingwere not throughly dead, but at the point of death, then the gates 
wereffiutin, and none permitted to enter; and if he were throughly dead , then be 
gan a generall cry and mourning, and they were permitted to come where their dead 
King lay, and to touch him with their hands. This being done the carkafle was waffi- 
ed with fweet waters, and then a fine ffiirt put upon him, and a pay re of ffiooes amde 
of Dear skinne put on his feet, and about his ankles were tied bells of gold , about 
the wrifts of his hands were put bracelets of Turkifes and of gold likewife* about his 
neck they did hang collars of pretious ftones and alfo of gold, and rings in his eares, 
with a great Turkifein his neither lip. Then his body was laid upon a large Beere 
whereon was placed a good bed under him; on his one fide lay a bow with a quiver 
of arrowes, and on his other fide lay an Image made of fine mantles of his own fta- / 
tureorbigneffe, with a great ruffe of fine feathers, ffiooes upon his feet, with brace¬ 
lets and a collar of gold.While this was a doing,others were bufied in waffiing the men 
and women, which ffiould be (lain for to accompany himinto hell. Thefe wretches 
that were to be (lain, were firft banqueted and filled with drinke,becaafe they ffiould re¬ 
ceive their death with leffe paine. The new King did appoint thofe who ffiould die for 
to fervethe King his father; and many ofchofe fimple foules efteemed that death fo 

odious 
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odious for a thing of immortall glory. Firft fix Gentlewomen of noble birth were 
appointed to die 5 the cne to have the office of keeper of his jewels, which he was 
wont to wearer another for the office of cup-bearer; another to give him waterwitha 
bafon and Ewer • another to give him alwaiesthe Urinall; another to be his Cooke • 
andanother to ferve for Landrefs. They flew alfomany women,flaves,and free-maidens 
for to attend upon the Gentlewomen5and moreover one of every occupation within 
the City. When all thefe that were appointed to die were waffied, and their bellies full 
with meat and drinke, then they painted their faces yellow, and put garlands of fweet 
flowers upon each of their heads. Then they went in order of proceffion before the 

j d®ad WaS carr*ed 5 *°me went Paying on inftruments made 
of Snaflffiefls, and others played upon bones andffiells of Sea Tortois, others went 
whittling, and the molt part weeping. The Tons of the dead King and other Noble men 
carried upon their ffioulders the Beere where the Corps lay, and proceeded with an ea- 
he pace towards the Temple of the God called Curicaveri. his kinfmenwent rounda¬ 
bout the Beer unging a forrowfull fong.l The officers and houffioldTervants of the 
Court, with other Magiftrates and Rulers of jnftice bare the Standards and divers o- 
ther Arms. And about midnight they departed in the order aforcfaid out of the Kings 
Palace with great light of fire-brands, and with a heavy noyfeof their trumpets and 
drummes. The Citizens which dwelt where the Corfe palled, attended to make clean 
thettrect. And when they were come to the Temple, they went four times round a- 
bout a great fire which was prepared of Pine tree to burn the dead body. Then the Beer 
was laid upon the fire, and in the meahe while that the body was burning,they mawled 
with a club thofe which had the garlands, and afterward buried them four and four 
as they were apparelled behind the Temple. The next day in the morning the allies, 
bones and jewels were gathered and laid upon arich mantle, the which was carried to 
the Temple gate, where the Preifts attended to blefie thole divelliffi reliques, whereof 
they made a dow or pafte, and thereof an Image, which was apparelled like a man 
with a vifor on his face, and all other forts of jewels that the dead King was wont to 
Weare,fo that it leemed a gallant Idoll. At the foot of the Temple ftaires they opened 
a grave ready made,which was lquare& large, two fadome deepest was alfo hanged with 

RuWr?li1 jUn<J an0tlt’ and a fairc bed tfaerein,in the which one of the Preifts placed 
the Idoll made of affies with his eyes towards the Eaft part, and did hang round about 
the walls Targets of gold and filver,with bowes and arrows, and many gallant tuffes of 
feathers with^arthen veflels,as pots, diffies, and platters,fo that the grave was filled up 
With houlhold-fiuffe, chefts covered with leather, apparell, Jewels, meate drinke and 
armour. 1 his done, the grave was fhut up and made fure wish beames, boardes, and 
floored with earth on the top. All thofe Gentlemen who had ferved or touched any 
thing in the burial], waffied themfelves and went to dinner in the Court or yard of the 

ings houfe without any table, amoving dined they wiped their hands upon certain 
lockes of Cotton-wooll, hanging downe their heads, and not fpeaking any word, 
except it were to aske for drinke. This ceremonie endured five daies, and in all that 

ume no fire was permitted to be kindled in the City, except in the Kings houfe and 
1 emples, nor yet any corne was ground, or market kept, nor any durft goe out of 

A A,!?- ^ewr,n^ ai11 *he forrow that might be poflible for ihe death of their King. 
And this was the fuperttitious manner of burying the Kings of Uecboacan. This people 
tit Plinl(haduItfrynio(l ngoroufly ; for to commit it was death as well for the man as 

oman. But if the adulterer were a Gentleman, his head was decked with fea- 
thers , and after that he was banged, and his body burned ; and for this offence was 
no pardon, either for man or woman. But for avoiding of adultery they did permi t o- 
ther common women, but no publike and ordinary ftewes. Now the Wials of Me- 

parTof Jmfricf7 ^ ^ P°pi(h dcvices’and are ftrong in that religi©n,as any 

^2h!ndTKlLarndlf ?ruVlnCe°f the Cou.ntrey or Empire of Mexico, is called Galicia 
h a- Jter4d!v“htW0very great rivers, the one named Piajile, and the other 

J^?V nce glorleth in many great Townes of Indians . but efpe- 

takenbv^ ^ ^jW"*5 theM and chiefeft’is XalL, 

nerandffi^npHt f " fr0ffl Wxko in a rag*> *nd tookeprifo^ 
Th cfou rt //g ™efec0nd ^adalaiara The third cL«m. 
The fourth Compofie/la. The fifth, St^fpkiu The fixth, C>/*, which now iscalled 

Nova 
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Nwj new Mexico. And here it is that the Spaniards are daily wan ing againft 
the Indians which live Nort^i ward, and are not as yet reduced nor brought under the 
Spanip yoake and government. They are valiant Indians,and hold the Spaniards hard 
t° it; and have great advantage againd them in the rocks and mountaines, where they 
abide and cut off many Spaniards. Their chiet weapons are but bowes and arrowes 
and yet with them from the thick Woods, hils and rockes they annoy and offend 
the Spaniards exceedingly. I have heard (ume Spaniards fay that they die and dinihe 
up the rocks like Goates; and when they draw nigh unto them * then they cry out 

WljhnajhideOUSn°ire ftooting their arrowes at thrm, and in an inftant are departed 
and tied unto another rock. Thereafon why the Spaniards are fo earned to purfue 
and conquerthefe Indians, more then many others of America, which as yet are not 
brought in fubje&ion to the Spaniards, is for the many Mines of filverand treafureof 
gold which they know to bee there. They have got already lure poffdfion of part 
ot tholerichesin the Mines, called St. Lends Sacatecas, from whence shey lend all 
thelilver thatiscoyned intheMinthoufcs of Mexico and the City of Anaels ande» 
very ycere befides to Spain in filver wedges at lead fix Millions. But the further the 
Spaniards goe to the North, dill more riches they difcover. and faine would they 
lubdue all thole Northern parts (as I have heard them fay) led our Englifh from 
yW”1*, and their other plantations, get in before them. I have heard them 
der that our Englifh enter no rurtherinto the maine land; farely fay they either they 
teare the Indians, or elle with a little paultry Tobacco they have as much as will 
mamtaine them in lazineffe. Certainly they intend to conquer through tholi heathen- 
ilh Indians, untill by land they come to Florida and Virginia, (for fotheyboad) if 
they bee not met with byfomeof our Northern Nations of Europe, who may better 
keep them off then thofe poor Indians,and may doe God greater and better lervice with 
thole rich Mines,then the Spaniards hitherto have done* 

t . Thu* havi»8fPoked fomewhatof the foiire Provinces of Mexico which was the 
hrlt member of the divifion Mexican and Peruan. Now I (hall briefly fay fomewhat 
further or three more Countries belonging to the Mexican or Northern Traft as op- 

P°5 °vhe j>erWr3 omiting Florida, Virginia, Nemmbega, Nova FranciaCorterialti\ 
and LJtotilandia, becaufe Iwillnotwrite as many doe by relation andhearfay, but 
by more fure intelligence, rnfight and experience. In my fird divifion next to Mexu 

co, 1 placed h/uivira, Jucatan,and Nicaragua ; of thefe three therefore I Ihall fay a lit¬ 
tle, and then fomewhat of tht Peruan part. Quivira isfeatedon the mbd Wedern 
part of America, j uft o ver again ft 7*r/*ry, from whence being not much didint fome 
luppole that the Inhabitants fird came into this new World.And indeed the Indians of 
America in many things feeme to bee of the race and progenie of the Tartars in that 

Pi’11 theWeftfrde of the Country towards Afa is farre more Populous 
then the Ead towards Europe, which fheweth thefe parts to have been fird inhabited 
Secondly, their uncivility, and barbarous properties tell us that they are moft like 
the Tartars ofany. Thirdly, the Wed fide of America ifit bee not continent with Tdr- 
tarj is yet dis/oyned by a final! ft raight. Fourthly, the people of guivira neered to 

1 artary, are faid to follow the feafonsand paduring of their cattell like the Tartar'^ 

ans. All this fide of America is full of herbage, and injoyeth a temperate aire. The 
people are defirous of glade more then of gold; and in fome places to this dav ari 
Cannibals The chief riches of this Country are their Kine, which are to them Is wc 
lay ot our Ale to drunkards, meat,drink and cloth,and more too. For the Hides yeeld 
themhoufes, or at lead the coverings of them; their bones bodkins, their hair thred 
their finews ropes; their horns, mawes and bladders, veffels; theirdung fire- theiJ 
Calve skinnes, budgets to draw and keepe waters their blood,drink •’their flefa 
meat. 5 CUJ> 

There is thought to bee fome traffique from China, or Cathay* hither to thofe parts - 
whereas yetth e Spaniard, have not entred. For when VasJnzde Coron.dc conquered 
fome part of ir, hee fawin the further Sea certaine (hips, not of esmmon making, 
which leemed to bee well laden, and bare in their prowes, Pelicans, which could not 
bee conjettured to come from any Country, but one of thefe two. In vira there 
are but two Provinces knowneunto us, which are Cibola, andNova Alblm. Cibola\y~ 

eth on the Eaftfide, whofe chief City is of the fame name,and denominates the whole 
Province. The chief Town next to Cibola is called Totontaa, which is tempera-re and 
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oleafant,being fnuated upon a River To called. The third Town worth mentioning is 
called Tinguez, which was burnt by the Spaniards} who under the condu^ of Fr^«- 
ci(co Vafquez de Coronado made this Province fubjeft to the King of sP*m3 AnnolJom. 
Is;40. And fince this Town of Tmguez hath been rebuilt and inhabited bythe Spaniards5 
There is a goodly Colledge of Jeiuites,who only preach to the Indiansof that co«ntry* 
Nova Albion lyeth on the Weft fide towards Tartary, and is very little inhabited bythe 
Spaniards- who have found no wealth or riches there. Our ever Renowned and Noble 
Captain Sir Franch Drake difcovered it, entred upon it, and hee named it Nova Albion, 

becaufe the King that then was,did willingly fubmit himfelf unto ©ur Queen Elizabeth. 
The Country abounds with fruits pleafing both the eye and the Palate. The peo¬ 

ple are given to hofpitality, but withall to witchcraft and adoration of devils. The 
bounds between this gtiivira and Mexico Empire is Mar Virmiglio, or Californio, I he 
third Kingdome belonging to the Mexican part and Northern Tradt is Jucatan^ which 
was fir It difcovered by Francifco Hernandez de Cordova, in the year 15I7. It l seal- 
led Jucatan, not as fome have conceited from Jo SI an the fon oi Htber,who theythinke 
came out of theEaft, where the Scripture placeth him, Gen. 12.23. to inhabite here, 
but from Jucatan which in the Indian tongue, fignifieth,what fay .you ? for when the 
Spaniards at their firft arriving in that Country did aske of the Indians the name of the 
place, the Savages not undemanding what they meaned, replyed unto them Jucatan, 
which is what fay you? whereupon the Spaniards named it, and ever fince have cal¬ 
led it Jucatan. The whole Country is at leaft 900. miles in circuit, and is a fW 
(nU.\t isfituated over againftthe Ifleof Cuba-,and is divided intotbree paits, firit 
catan it felfe , whole Cities of gfeateft worth, are Campeche JValladohd,Merida,bima- 
ricat. and one which for his greatneffe and beauty, they call Ctf/re. This Country 
among the Spaniards is held to bee poor; the chief Commodities in it are hony,wax, 
Hides, and fome Sugar, but no Indigo,Cochinil, nor Mines officer. There are yet 
fome drugs much efteenied of by the Apothecaries, Cam fifttt’ aJLar zap ariB a clpecially, 

and great lore of Indian Maiz. There is alfo abundance of good Wood and Tim¬ 
ber fit for (hipping, whereof the Spaniards doe make very ftrong fhipsj, which they 
ufe in their voiages to Spain and back again. In theyeer 1632. the Indians of this 
Country in many places of it were like to rebell againft their Spanijh Governour,who 
vexed them forely, making them bring in to him their F owles and Turkies ( whereof 
there is alfo great abundance>nd their hony and waxfwherein heetraded>t the rate 
and price which hee pleafed to fet them for his better advantage; which was1 fuch a dif- 
adrantage to them, that to enrich him they impoverifhed thernfelves; and fo relol- 
vedto betake themfelves to the Woods and Mountaines; where in a rebellious way 
they continued fome Months , untill the Francifcan Fryers, who have there great 
power over them, reduced them back, and theGovernour (left hee fhould quite lole 
that Country by a further rebellion) granted to them not onely a general 1 pardon 
in the Kings name, but for the future promifed to ufe them more mildly and gently. 

The fecond part of it is called Guatemala, (wherein I lived for thefpace of almoft twelve 
veers') whofe Inhabitants have loft formerly halfe a million of their kinfmen and 
friends by the unmercifull dealing of the Spaniards • and yet for all the lofie ot io 
many thoufands, there is no part of America more flourilhing then this with great 
and populous Indians Townes. They may thank the Fryers who defend them daily 
againft the Spaniards cruelty, and this yet for their owne ends ; for while the Indians 
fldurifh and increaftjthe Fryers purfes flourilhalfo and are filled. This Country is very 
frefh and plentifull. The chief Cities are Guatemala, Cajfuca, and Chapa • whereof 
1 (hallfpeak more largely hereafter. The third part of Jucatan h Acafamil, which is 
an Ifland over againft quatemala, which is now commonly called by the Spaniards 

Sta.Gruz, whofe chief Towne isSta.Cruz. ~ A 

The fourth and laft Country of the divifion of the Mexican part and Northern 1 race 
of America^(which is under the Spanijh Government, and my beft knowledge and 
ezperieuce) is Nicaragua, which ftandeth South Eaft from Mexico, and above toure 
hundred and fifty leagues from it. Yet it agreeth fomewhat with Mexico in nature both 
of foile and Inhabitants. The people are of good ftature, and of colour indifferent 
white. They had, before they received Chriftianity, afetled and politick forme of 
Government; Onely, as Solen appointed no Law fora mans killing of his father, o 
had this people none for the murtherer of a King, both of them conceiting,that men 
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were not fo unnatural!, as to commit fuch crimes. A theefthey judged not to death 
but adjudged him to be flave to that man whom hee had robbed; till by his lervicd 
hee had made (atisfa&ion ; a courfetiuely more mercifull and not leffe iulL then the 
Ioffe oflife. ' ■ *-■ 

This Countrey isfopleafing to the eye, and abounding in all things neceflfary 
that the Spaniards call it Mahomets Paradife. Among other flourifhing trees,here grow- 
eth one ot that nature, that a man cannot touch any ot its branches, but it witherethi 
prefently. It is as plentifull of Parrets, as our Countrey of England is of Crowes * Tur- 
kies,FowIes,Quailes and Rabbets are ordinary meat there. There are many populous 
Indian Townes (though not fo many as about Guatemala) in this Conn trey ;andefpe^> 
dally two Cities of Spaniards- the one Leon, a Bifhops Seat, and the other' Granada 

which ftandeth upon a Lake of frelh water, which hath above three hundred miles in 
compaffe, and having no intercourfe with the Ocean, doth yet continually ebbe and 
flow.But of this Countrey,and of this City efpecially I (hall fay fomewhat more, when 
I come to fpeake of my travailing through it. 

Thus I have briefly touched upon the cMexican part, and fo much of the Northern* 
Tra&as is under the King of Spain his Dominion, leaving more particulars, untill I 
come to (hew the order of my being in and journeying through (ome ofthefe Coun¬ 
tries. I will now likejvife give you a glimpfe of the Southern Trad, and Peruan part 
of America- Whichcontaineth chieflyfive great Countries or Kingdomes/ome in whole, 
and others in part,fubje& to the Crown of Spain and Portugal, which are, firft Caflella 
aurea-y fecondly, Guyana; thirdly, Peru; fouxthly,Brafile; fifthly, Chille. But I will not 
fill my Hiftory with what others have written of the foure laft named Countries, 
wherein I was not much; but what I could learneof Peru, I will briefly fpeak5and 
fo come to the firft Cafella aurea, through which I travail ed.Peru is held to be yet more 
rich a Countrey then is Mexico - for although it hath not the conveniency of trafique 
by the North Sea,which Mexico hath;but doth fend the Commodities in it to Panama, 
and from thence tranfports them either over the ftraight lfthmw, or by the River Chi- 
agre to Portahel upon the North Sea . yet the Countrey is farre richer then Mexico, by 

reafon of the more abundance of Mines of filver which are in it. The mountaines na¬ 
med Potofi are thought to be of noother metall, which the King of Spain will not 

have to be opened until they haveexhaufted thofe which are already difcovered and dig¬ 
ged, and have found the Spaniards worke enough, and yeelded them treafure enough 
ever fince they firft conquered thofe parts. The foile is very fruitfull of all fuch fi ufts 
as are found in Spain. The Olives are bigger then thofe of Spain, the oyle Tweeter and 
cleerer. The Grapes yeeld alfo a wine farre ftronger then any of Spain, and there is 
much made, by reafon it cannot conveniently bee brought from Spain. There is like- 
wife wheat in great ftore ; and all this fruitfull foile lyeth low under high Mountaines 
which divide betwixt Indians not as yet conquered and Brafile. But thofe Mountaines 
are a great helpe unto thofe pleafant Valleys with the waters that fall from them 5 
for in all thofe parts inhabited by Spaniards towards the South Sea, it is moll certain 
and moftobfervable thatitneverraineth, info much that the houfes are uncovered 
on the tops,and onely rnatts laid over them to keep off the duft, and yet is this Coun- 
trey what with the waters that fall from the Mountaines, what with the morning and 
evening dewes, as fruitfull and plentifull as any Countrey in the World. The chief 
City is called Lima^ where there is a Viceroy and a Court of Chancery, and an Arch- 
Bilhop. It hath a Port fome two miles fcom it named CaJlatr, where lie the (hips that 
convey yearly the treafure of that Kingdome to Panama. There lie alfo other (hips 
which trafique to the Eaft-India’s, and to alltheCoafts of Guatemala, and to Aca¬ 
pulco the Southern Haven of Mexico. This Port of Callau is not (o ftrong as the great, 
nay ineltimable wealth that is commonly in it and In the City of Lima fhould re¬ 
quire, fori have heard many Spaniards fay, that in the yeare 16 20. afewlhips of Hoi- 

landers (as fome fay) or of Enghfh (as others aflirme) appeared before the Ha- 
yenvoaiting for the (hips that were to convey theKingsrevenews to Panama,and hear¬ 
ing that they were departed (though by a falfe report) followed them, and fo for- 
looke the attempting to take theCaUau- which certainly had they manly attempted, 
they had taken it, and in it thegreateft treafure that in any one pare of the world 
could have beene found. Butche Spaniards feldonie fee thereabout foraine (hips, 
and fo live more carelefly inferring or ftrengchning that Coaft, Though Peru bee 
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thus rich in fruits and Mines, yet CbiUe farre exceedcth it in gold ; which edgeth the 
Spaniards to a conftantand continuall Warre with the Inhabitants?which are a ftrong 
warlike, and molt valiant people. They are grown as skilfull in the ufe of weapons’ 
fwords, Piftols and Muskets as the Spaniaods, and have taken many Spaniards men 
and women prifoners; and of the Spanijb women have had To many children called 
Mefizoes, that by them (who have proved moft valiant) they have much increafed 
both their ftrength and skill. They hold the Spaniards hard to it, and the War is be¬ 
come the moft dangerous of any the Spaniards have. info much that the Counfell of 
Spain doth pick out from Flanders and Italy, the beft fouldiers to fend them thither. 
And a Captaine that hath ferved long, well and faithfully in Flanders, by way of credit 
and promotion is fent to the Warres of Cbille, to fight for that great treafure of gold 
which certainly is there. The Spaniards have it in three faire Cities . the. Conception 
( which is aBilhops Seat) and Santiago, and Va'divia. This laftisfo named from 
°wt Valdivia, who was Governour of it, and the firft caufe and author of thofe Wars 

This man was fo extraordinarily covetous of the gold of that Countrey, that liee 
would not let the Indians poffeffe or in/oyany of it themfelves; but did vex them 
whip, and beat yea and kill fome of them, becaufe they brought him not enough! 
and imployed them daily in feeking it out for him, chargingthem with a tax and im- 
pofation of fo much a day ; which the Indians not being able to performe, nor to fa- 
tisfie an unfatiable minde and greedy covetoufneffe, refolved torebelI,but fo that firft 
they would filland fatiate his heart with gold fo that hee ftiould never more covet af¬ 
ter that yellow and glittering metall. Wherefore they joyned and combined them- 
ielves together in a warlike pofture, and tooke fome quantity of gold and melted it 
and with it refolutely came upon Valdivia the Governour, faying, O Valdivia we fee 
thou haft a greedy and unfatiable minde and defire after oqr gold 5 wee have not been 
able to fatisfic thee with it hitherto. but now wee have devifedaway to fatiate this 
thy greedy covetoufnefTe- here is now enough, drink thy full of it* and with thefe 
words they tooke him, and powred the melted golddownehig throat, wherewith 
he died, never more coveting after that bright and fhioing droffe, and naming with his 

PIty °* Valdivia> and with his covetoufneffe leaving a rebellion 
which hath continued to a cruell and bloodv War unto rhi* rfav 
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downe,aad to be rebuilt in a more healthy and convenient place: which was performed 
by Peter An as\nPortabel, But being now upon Nombre de Dios, I fhould wrong my 
Councry it I (huuld not let out to the publike view the worth of her people fheWed up¬ 
on this place? and t® this day talked on and admired by the Spaniards,who doe not on- 
ly remember Sir Francis Drafy, & teach their children to dread and fear even hi*- name 
for his attempts upon Cartbagena and all thecoaft about, and efptcially upon Nombre 
deDios, and if omit marching as farre as the great mountaine called St, Pablo towards 
Panama: but furthermore keep alive amonglt them ( and in this my Hiftory it fhall not 
die ) the name of one of Sir his followers and Captains named John 
Oxenham,whole attempt on this Coaft was rcfolute and wonderful]. 

This Noble and gallant Gentleman arriving with three/core and ten fouldiersiri his 
company as refolute as himfelfe , alittleabovethisTowneof Nombre de Dios drew a 
land his fhip, and covering it with boughes, marched over the land with his Gompa« 
ny guided by Tllack^mores, untill he came to a river. Where he cut downe wood,made 
him a Pinnace, entred theSouth-fea, went to thelflandof Pearles y where hce lay 
ten daies waiting for a prize,which happily he got(though not fo happily after kept it) 
for from that Ifland he fet upon two Spanifib (hips, and finding them unable to fight,he 
fpeedily made them yeeld, and intercepted in them threelcore thoufand pound weight 
of gold, and two hundred thoufand pound weight in barres or wedges of filver^and 
returned fafely again to the maineland. And though by .realbn of a mutiny made 
by his owne Company he neither returned to his country nor to his hidden fhip • yet 
was it fuch a ftrange adventure as is not to be forgotten, in that the like was never by 
any other attempted, and by the Spaniards is to this day with much admiration recor¬ 
ded. , 

Much part of this Cajlella aurea as yet is not filbdued by the Spaniards,and fo doubc- 
lefle a great treafure lieth hid in it for that people and nation whofe thoughts (hall a- 
fpire to find it out. In the year 1637-when I chanced to be in ^Panama returning home- 
wardsro my Country, there came thither fome twenty Indians Barbarians by way of 
peace to treate with the Prefident of the Chancery concerning their yeelding up them- 
lelves to the government of theKingof Spaine. But as I was informed afterwards at 
Cartbagena, nothing was concluded upbh^ for that the Spaniards ddre not cruft thofe 
Indians, whom they have found to have rebelled often againft them for their 
hard ufageand carriage towards them. Thefe Indians which then t faw were very pro¬ 
per, rail andlufty men, and well complexioned • and among them one of as red a 
haireasany our nation can (hew 5 they had bobsof gold in their eares, and fome of 
them little pieces of gold made like a halfe moone hanging upon their neither lips, 
which argues (lore of that treafure to be amongft then! Unto this country is joy- 
ning Nova Andaluzh, which hath on the North fide Cajlella del oro, and on the South 
Peru ; The beft Cities in it are TocoioJ now by the Spaniards called St, Afargarets,and 

another called S. EJpiritu. Nova Granada is fituated on the South fide of Cartbagena, and 
from the abundance and fertility of Granada in Spaine it hath taken its nacne.The chicfe 
Townes and Cities in it are fix. Firfi Tungia, which is ftippofed to be direttly under 
the JFpnator. The fecond is Tcchaimtim. The third,Popaian, thericheftof them all; 
The fourth, Sta. Fee, or St. Faitb, an Archbifiiopsfeat, and a Court of Juftict and 
Chancery, governed like Panama and Guatemala5 by a Prefident and fix Judges, and 
a Kings Attorney and two high Juftices of Court; who have fix thoufand duckats a 
yeer allowed them out of the Kings treafure. The fifth City is Palma-, and the fixth 
Merida. From Cartbagena through this countrey of Granada lieth the rode way to Li- 
ma in Peru, all by land. This Country is very ftrongby reafon of the fituation of 
it much amongftftony rockes, which compafic and environ it, and through which 
there are very narrow paflages. Yet it is full of pleafant valleys which do yeeld much 
fruit, Corneand Indian Maiz. There are alfo in it fome Mines of filver, and many 
golden fanded rivers. Cartbagena, which is thelaft Province of Caflelia <j«re*,haih al¬ 
fo a very fruitful! foil, in the which groweth a tree, which if any one do touch 5 he 
will hardly efcapeapoyfoning. 

The chiefe Cities in it are, firft Cartbagena,which Sir Francis Drake in theycer 158/, 
furprifed, andf as the Spaniards afhrme') burned moft part of it, andbefides ineftima- 
ble fums of money ,took with him from thence 230.peeces ofOrdnance.I dare fay now 
it hath not fo many* yet it is reafonable well fortified; though not fo ftrong as Porta- 
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btl. It is a faire and gallant City and very rich, by reafon ot the pearles which are 
brought to it from Margarita, and the Kings revenues, which from all Nova Granada 

are fent thither. It is a Bilhops ieat, and hath many rich Churches andCloifters. It 
is not governed by a Court of Juftice and Chancery as S**' Fee is, but onely by one 
Governour.lt hath been often moved to the Councell of Spaine to have fome Galleys 
made to runne about thofe Seas, and that Carthagena bee the chiefe harbour of them. 
From this City received England the lode of that little Ifland named Providence by us, 
and by the Spaniards Sta.Catalina,which though but little, might have been ofa great, 
nay greater advantage toour Kingdom, than any other of our plantations in America ■ 
which the Spaniards ivel underftood when they fet al their ftrength of Carthagena againft 
itjbut I hope the Lord hath his time appointed when we fhall advantage our felves by it 
again.T o this City of Carthagena cometh every yeer alfo in fmall Frigots moft of the In- 
digo5Cochinil & Sugar,which is made in the country of Gnatemalayhi Spaniards think¬ 
ing it fafer to (hip thefe their goods in little Frigots upon the lakeof Granada in Nicara¬ 

gua,& from thence to fend them to Carthagena to be fbipped with the Galeons that come 
from P ortahel with the treafure of Peru, than to fend them by the (hips of Honduras,which 
have often been a prey unto the Hollandm.TbeCe frigots were thought by the Spaniards 

to come too neer the reach of Providence,and therefore it hath been their care and provi¬ 
dence to remove us from this reach of their Frigots. The fecond great Townejof this 
Countrey of Carthagena is Ahuida.Tbe third St a. Martha^which is a rich government of 
Spaniards,and doth much fear our Englijb and Hollandffiips;it is feated on the-river de A- 

J#«£*,otherwife called St. John and Rio di Grand!There is alfo Venezuela and NewCaliz, 

great, rich, and ftrong Townes. And thefe three laft regions, Andaluzia Nova,Nova 

Granada, and Carthagena are by the Spaniards called T ierrafirme, or fir me land;, for that 
they are the ftrength of Peru from the North, and the bafis of this reverfed Pyrami*. 

Thus have I brought thee. Gentle Reader, round about America,and (hewed thee 
the Continent of thatbiggeft part of the world; from the which thou mayft obferve 
the power and greatnefle of the King of Spain, who hath got under his Scepter and 
Dominion fo many thoufand miles, which were they reckoned up, would be found to 
be more then are aboutall Europe.But not only is America great and fpatious by land,but 
alfo by fea,glorying in more and fome greater Iflands,then any other part of the world. 
It would but caufe tedioufnefle, and feem prolixity to number them all ap, which is 
a worke hard and difficult, for that many as yet are not knowne nor inhabited, and 
whole goodneffeand greatnefle is not difcovered • for the Wands called Lucaidas are 
thought to be foure hundred at leaft. Therefore I will omit to be over tedious and pro- 
lixe, and will but briefly fpeake of the beft and chiefe of them, taking them in order 
from that part of the Continent, Carthagena,where even now I left thee. But in the 
firft place calls upon my pen the Jewel Iflandcailed Margarita, which is Situated in the 
fea nigh unto Cafiella aurea, and not farre diftant from two other Iflands,named Cubag- 

na and Trinidado. True it is this Ifland of Margarita is by fome much flighted for want 
of corne, grafle, trees and water; info much that it hath been knowne fomedme 
that an inhabitant of that Ifland hath willingly changed for a Tun of water a Tunne 
of wine. But the great abundance of pretious ftones in it maketh amends for the for¬ 
mer wants and defers 5 for from them is the name of Margarita impofed on that I- 
fiand. But Specially it yeeldeth ftore of pearles, thofie gemmes which the Latine wri¬ 
ters call Vniones, becaufcnubi duo reperiuntur indifertti, they alwaiee are found to ^row 

an couples. In this Ifland there are many rich Merchants, who have thirty, fourty, 
fifty Blac^more Haves only to fiffi out of the fea about the rockes thefe pearles. Thefe 

' Blacb^morts are much made of by their Matters, who muft needs truft them with a trea¬ 
fure hidden in the waters5and in whole will it is topafle by of thofe they find,none,few, 
or many. They are let downe in baskets into the Sea, and fo long continue under 
the water, untill by pulling the rope by which they are let downe,they make their fign 
to be taken up.I have heard fome lay that have thus dealt in pearles,that the chief meat 
they feed their Blackmons with,is roaft-meat,which maketh them theifwind & breath 
longer in the water. From Margarita are all the pearles fent to be refined and bored to 
Carthagena, where is a faire and goodly ftreet of no other (hops then of thefe Pearle- 
dreifers. Commonly in the moneth of July there is a ffiip or two at moft ready in that 
Ifland to carry the Kings revenue,and the Merchants pearles to Carthagena. One of thefe 
(hips are valued commonly at threefcore thouland, or fourfeore thoufand duckats, 
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and fometimes more- and therefore are reafonable well manned; for that the Spaniards 

nsiich feare our Enghjb and the Holland (hips. Theyeare that I was in CartbagenapNhich 
was 1637. atbipof thefe laden with pcarles was chafed by one of ourfhips from the 
Ifland of Providence fby fome it was thought to be our (hip called the Neptune") which 
after a little fighting had almoft brought the poore Spaniard to yeeld his pearles, and 
had certainly carried away that great creafure ( as l was informed in Cartbagena roure 
daies after the fight by a Spaniard who was in the {hip of Margarita) had not two other 
{hips of Holland come between to challenge from earlinglifb man that prize, alleadg- 
ing their priviledge from the mighty States united for all prizes upon thofe Teas and 
coaft. And whilft our Englijh and Hollander did thus ftrive for the Pearles, the Spanifi 

(hip ran on {hore upon a little Ifland, and fpeedily unladed and hid in the woods pare 
of the treafures, and perceiving the Hollander coming eagerly in purfuit of it, the Spa¬ 

niard fet on fire the {hip, and neither Spaniard, Englifb, nor Hollander, enjoyed whac 
might have been a greatand rich prize to England. From Cartbagena was fent prefently 
a man of Warre to bring home thepearles hid in the wood, which were not the third 
part of what was in the {hip* 

Jamaica is another Ifland under the power of the Spaniardsythieh isin length 280. 
miles, and 70, in breadth,which though it exceed Margarita in fweet and pleafant 
ftreames and fountaines of water, yet is far inferiour to it in riches.Some Hides, (bme 
Sugar, and fome Tobacco are the chiefe commodities from thence. There are only 
twoTownesof note in it,Orijlana and Sevilli^ here are built (hips which have proved 
aswellatfca, as thole that are made in Spaint. This Ifland was once Very poulous, 
but now is almoft deftitute of Indians ; for the Spaniards have {lain in it more then 
6ooco; in fo much that women as well here as on the Continent did kill their children 
before they had given them life, that the iflTues of their bodies might not ferve fo cruell 
a nation. But tarre beyond the two former is the Ifland of Cnba^which is three hun¬ 
dred miles long, and feventy broad, which was firft made knowneto Europe by Colum¬ 

bus his fecond navigation.This Ifland is full of Forrefts,Lakes, and mountaines.The 
aire is very temperate, the (bile very fertill, producing brafle of exaft perfeftion,and 
fome gold though droflle hath formerly been found in it. It aboundeth alio with Gin¬ 
ger, Caftia, Mafticke, Aloes, (ome Cinnamon, Cana fiftula , Zarzaparilla, and 
Sugar, and hath of flefh, fifh, and fowles great plenty; bat efpecially fuch ftore of 
(eaTortois, and Hogs, thatthe(hips at their returneto Spaine make their chiefe pro- 
vifion of them. My (elfe chanced to takephyficke there, and whereas I thought that 
day I (bould have a fowle or rabbet after my phyficks working, they brought me a boy- 
led peece of fre{h young Porke, which when I refufed to eat, they allured meit was the 
beft difh the Doftors did ule to prefcribe upon fuch daies. 

The chiefe Cities of this Ifland are Santiago on the Northerne (hore, buil t by James 
deValafco,a Bifhops (eat sand fecondly ^Havana, which is alfo on the Northerne fhore,and 
is a fa fe Rode for {hips, and the ftaple of merchandize, and{a* the Spaniards call it) 
the key of all the Wejt- India's, to lock up or unlock the doore or entrance to all Ame¬ 

rica. Here rideth the King of Spaines Navy, and here meet all the Merchant {hips from 
fcverall ports and Havens of all thofe Countries afore-named,whether from the Iflands 
or from the Continent: in a word here commonly in the month of Septemberjoyned 
all the treafiire as I may fay of America0all theKingof Spains revenews, with as much 
more of Merchant goods,which the yeer that I was there were thought to be in all the 
worth of thirty millions. And the {hips which that yeer there did meet to ftrengthen 
one another were 53. (aile, and fet out fooner that yeer then any other upon the 16. 

of September,having that day a faire wind to wafee them homewards through the Gulf 
of Bahama. Havana therefore being the ftore-houfeof alll Americaes treafure, it hath 
been the Spaniards chief: care to fortifie that 5 and truely it is fo ftrong, that the Spani¬ 
ards hold it impolhbhtobe taken, anddoeboaftof foure impregnable forts, to wit at 
Antwerp, Mill an, Pamplona, and Havana. This hath two ftrong Caftles, the one at 
the point or entrance of the Haven toward the Sea; the other more wi thin, on the o- 
ther fide almoft over againft it; which two Caftles ( the paflagein the mouth ofche ha¬ 
ven being (o narrow, chat one onely fhip in bread may enter) will keep and defend the 
Port from many hundred faile. I was my felfe in the great and chiefe Gaftle, and truly 
found it very ftrong, though by land I judged it might be as eafily taken,as other ftrong 
Caftles here in Europe have been overpowerd by a great and powet'full army. It hath in 



it befides many others,twelve peeces of Ordnance of brafle exceeding great,which they 
call The twelve Apoftles.But for all this ftrength of the Havana,it could not once de¬ 
fend fix or feven millions (according to the owne account ) which the one 
part of the Kings Navy broughtficm St. John de Vllma to the fight of this impregna¬ 
ble fort, andprote&edwithfuchtwelveApoftles. Itwasasltake it the veer 1629. 
when that ever renowned Hollander ( whom like unto our ‘Drak? the Spaniards to this 
day fear and tremble at, calling him Pie de Palo, that is, wooden leg) waited at the 
Cape of St. Anthrny for the Spanijh fleet of Nova Hifpania- which according to his ex¬ 
pectation coming* he manly fet upon it,falutingand welcoming the great ti eafure in it 
With a fullfideof roaring Ordnance; the found was more dolefull then joy full and 
welcome to the Spaniards, who thought it fafer deeping in a whole skiflile , then to be 
unquieted by fighting, and with the fight of torne and mangled bodies, by Mars his 
lurious and fiery balls, and fo called a Councell of warre to refolve what they Ihould 
doe to fave the Kings great treafurc which was intruded to them in thofe fbips. The re- 
fultof the Councell was to flic and with lomedilcharging of their Ordinance to de¬ 
fend themfelves, untillthcy could put into ariver in the Ifland of Cuba, notfarfrom 
Havana called Matanzos. There were in that fleet of Spaine many gallants and Gen¬ 
tlemen, and two Judges of the Chancery of Mexico, which were that yeer fent t. to 
Madrid as guilty in the mutiny before mentioned, there was in it of my acquaintance 
a Dominican Frier, named Frier Jacinth de Hozxs, who bad been fent to thofe parts to 
vifitall the Dominican Cloifters of New-Spaine, and had got of bribes at lealt eight 
thoufand duckats ( as I was informed theyeer after by a Frier his compainon,whomhe 
fent from Havana to Guatemala to make knowne to his friends his lofle of all that hec 
had got, and to beg a new contribution to helpe him home) there was alfo in that fleet 
Don Martin de Carilloh who was the Inquifitor and Commiflioner to judge the Delin¬ 
quents in the fore-mentioned mutiny of Mexico, who was thought to have got twen¬ 
ty thoufand duckats cleer 5 befides thefe a Bilhop, and many rich Merchants, all under 
the command of Don Juan de Guzman y Torres Admirall to all the fleet. They all 
fled for their lives and goods; but the gallant Hollanders chafed them. The Spaniards 
thinking the Hollanders would not venture up the river after them, put into Matunzos- 

but foone after they had encred, they found the river too (hallow for their heavy and 
great bellied Galeons,and fo run them up on ground; which done,the better and richer 
fort efcaped to land, endeavouring to efcape with what wealth they could; fomegot 
out Cabinets, fome bags ; which the Hollanders perceiving came upon them with bul¬ 
let meflengers, which fooneovertooke and ftopt their flying treafores. Some few Cabi¬ 
nets were hid, all the reft became that day the gallant Pie de Palo or the wooden legd 
Captaines prize for the mighty States of Holland. The Frier Hozes was got into a boat 
with his Cabinet under his habic, which had in it nothing but chaines of gold, dia¬ 
monds, Pearles and pretious ftones;and haife a dozen Hollanders leapt into the boat af- 
terhim, and fnatcheditfrom him, as his owne friend and companion related afterto 
us in Guatemala. Don Juan de Guzman y Torres the Admirall when he came to Spaine 

wasimprifoned, loft his wits for a while, and after was beheaded. Thus in the fight 
of impregnable Havana and of thofe 12 brazen Apoftles, was Holland glorious ard 
made rich with a (even million prize. 

But before I end this Chapter, I may notforget thechiefeftof allthclflands ofthis 
new world.which is called Hi/paniola, & formerly by the natives Hatie^hlch lamenteth 
the lofle of at leaft three millions of Indians murthered by her new IVi afters of Spaine 
This Ifland is the biggeft that as yet is|difcovcred in al the world;it is in compare about 
1500. miles,and enjoyneth a temperate aire, afertill foile, rich mines; and trades 
much in Ambar, Sugar, Ginger, Hides, and Wax. It is reported for certaine that here 
in twenty daies hetbes will ripen and roots alfo and be fit to be eaten, which is a fti ong 
argument of the exaft temperature of the aire. It yeeldeth in nothing to Cuba, but 
excelleth it in three things efpecially; firftin thefinenefle of the gold , which is here 
more pure and unmixed ; fecondly,in the increafc of the Sugar, one Sugar Cane here 
filling twenty and fometimes thirty meafures. and thirdly,in the goedneffe of the 
foile for tillage, the corne here yeelding an hundred fold. This fertility is theughtto 
be cauled by four great rivers,which water and enrich all the four quar ters of the Ifland. 
all four doe fpring from one only mountaine, which ftandeth in the very midft 
and center of the Country, Jamming to the Eaft, Anibimacw to the Weft, Jacchui 
to the North, and Naibus to the South. . J ~rh- 
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ThisCountrcy is fo repleniffied with Swine and Cattell, that they become wild a- 
mong the woods and Mountaines, fochat the (hips that fade by this Ifland, and want 
provifiori, goe here a ffiore where it is little inhabited and kill of Cattell, wild fwine 
and bores, till they have made up a plentiful! provision. Much of this Countrev is not 
inhabited, by reafon that the Indians are quite confiimed. Thechiefplaces initarefirft 
St. Domingo, where there is a Spanijh Prclident and Chancery with fix Judges and the 
other officers belonging to it, and it is the Seat of an Archbiffiop, who though hee 
enjoy not fo much yeerly rent and revenues as other Arch biffiops. efpecially they of 
Mexico and Lima. yet hee hath an honour above all the reft, for that hee is the primate 
of all the India’s, this Ifland having been conquered before the other parts, and fo 
bearing antiquity above them all. There are alio other rich Townes of trading, as 
Sta.Ijabtlla^S.Thome, S. lohn)LMaragna,znd?orto. And thus hath my pen run over 
Sea and Land, Iflands and moftof the Continent that is fubjeft to the Spaniards to 
(hew thee, my Reader , the ftate of America at this time. It is called America becaufe 
Americw Vefpufius firft difeovered it; though afterwards Columbus gave ns the firft 
light to difeernthefe Countries both by example and dire&ions. Befides the fa&ions 
fpoken of before between the Native Spaniards and thofe that come from Spain, there 
is yet further in moft parts of it, but efpecially in Tern a deadly faftion and mortall 
hatred between the Bifcains and the Spaniards of Cajiile and Eflremadura, which hath 
much fhaken the quiet ftate ofit ,and threatned it With rebellion and deftru&ion. 

There are in all America foure Archbiffiopricks, which are Sto.‘Domingo, Mexico, 
Lima, andSta. Fee, and above thirty inferiour Biffiops. The politick Adminiftration 
of Juftice is chiefly committed to the two Viceroy es refiding at Ligand ^Mexico, and 
with fubordination unto them untoother Prefidents,GoVernours, and high Juftices, 
called Alcaldes Majoref, except it be the Prefident of Guatemala^nd of Santo Domingo, 

who are as abfolute in power as the Viceroyes,and have under them Governours, and 
high Juftices,and are no wayes fubordinate to the former Viceroyes,but onely unto the 
Court and Gouncell of Spain. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Shewing my j onrntj from Mexico to Ghiapa Southward^ And the moft remark¬ 
able faces in the way. 

; Aving now gone round America with a brief and fijperficiall defeription of it, 
‘ my defire is to ffiew unto my Reader what parts ofit I travailed through,and 

did abide in, obferving more particularly the ftate, condition, ftrength, 
and Commodities ofthofe Countries which lie Southward from Mexico. 

It is further my defire,nay the chief ground of this my Hirtory,that whilttmy Country 
doth here obferve an Eng/ijb man , become American, travailing many thoufand miles 
there, as may bee noted from St. John deVlhua to Mexico, and from thence Southward 
to Panama, and from thence Northward againe to Cartbagena, and to Havana, Gods 
goodneffe may bee admired, and his providence extolled who fuffered not the meaneft 
and unworthieft of all his Creatures to periffi in fuch unknownc Countricsjto befwal- 
led by North or South Sea, where ffiipwracks were often feared; to bee loft in Wilder- 
nefles where no tongue could give dire&ions; to bee devoured by Wolves,Lions, Ti¬ 
gers, or Crocodiles,which there fo much abound; to fall from fteepy rocks and moUti- 
taines, which feeme to dwell in the aereall Region, and threaten with fearefull fpe&a- 
cles of deep and profound precipices,a horrid and inevitable death to thofe that climbe 
up to them ; tobeeeaten up by the greedy Earth which there doth often quake and 
tremble, and hath fometimes opened her mouth to draw in Townes and Cities ; to 
bee ftricken with thofe fiery darts of Heaven and thunderbolts which in winter feafon 
threaten the Rockes and Cedars j to bee inchanted by Satans Inftruments, Witches 
and SorcererSjWho there as on their own ground play their prankes more then in the 
parts of Chriftendome; to be quite blinded with Remifb Err ors and Superftitions,which 
have double blinded the purblind heatheniffi Idolaters 5 to bee wedded to the pleafures 

and' 
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and liccntioUlnei&, which doe there allure; to bee glutted with the plenty and dain- 
ties ol hth, 9c£h,fowles,and fruitsj which doe there entice; to bee puffed up with 
.hefiMrtt ot pride and powenull command and authority over the poor Indianimshich 

ooth there provoke; to bee tied with the Cords of vanity aud ambition, which there 

ate l roag; and finally to be glewed iohearc,andaffcaiontothedroffeofgold,f,lver, 
Pearland JewylSjwhofe plenty there doth bind,blind,captivate and enllave the foule! 
9!}1 7’ let t! p L°r^ Sre« goodnefie and wonderfull providence bee obferved who 
iuffcred notan Engkfh Itranger mail thefe dangers tomilcarry, but was a guide unto 
him there in all his travailes, difcovered unto him as to the efpies in Canaan , and as 
f. Jfpb'nEpp the ?rov,Ron, wealth and riches ofthat world, and fafely guided 
Bun.back to relate to Englandthe truth of whatno other Englijh eye did ever vet be¬ 
hold. From the monethof OSoUt until! Fehmary l did abide with my friends and 
companions the Fryers under the command of Fryer Calvo in that houfe of recreation 
called St. and from thence injoyed the fight of all the Townes and of what 
elle was worth the feeing about Mexico. But the time I was there, I was carefi.M rn 
anfbrme myfelt of the ffattlofThilippina,, whither my firli purpofcs had drawn" me 
from Spain. It was my fortune to light upon a Fryer and an acquaintance of (ome of 
myfnends, who was that yeer newly come from Manila whither I wasgoing; who 
wilhed mee and fome other of my friends as wee tendred our foules good never to goe 
to thofe parts, which were but fibres and trap-dores to let downe to hell where occa- 
lions and temptations to hnne were daily, many in number, mighty in ftren°th and 
to get out of them,^ labor & opm, hard and difficult. And that himfelf,had not he by 
ihalrh gotten away^and that to lave his fouljcertamiy he had never come from thence^ 
who had often upon h,s knees begged leaveof hisfuperiours to returne to Spain a„d’ 
could not obtaine it. Many particulars wee could not get from him, northerea- 
fonsoth,scorn,ngaway; Onely hee would often fay that the Frye.s that live there 
are devils in private and in thofe retired places where they live among the Mian, 'to 
inftmft and teach them; and yet in publick before their fuperiours and the reft of Fry¬ 
ers they muftappeare Saints, they muft put on the cloak of hypocrifie to cover the* 
nward devil,Ihneffe, they muft bee cloathed with ffieeps skins though within they bee 

l«p rapaeejy ravenous Wolves, ravening after their neighbours Wiv*s,and ravening af! 
er their neighbours wealth ; and yet with all this unpreparedneffe, with this f u . 

wl’ 'e7"ngand/Th\fan?ity’ “d inward helliffineffe and deep rooted world- 
nefte and covetoufnefle,when the Superiours command and pleafe tofend them, they 

,goe ?n “dilguifed manner to Japan or China to convert to Chriftianity tbofepeo- 
ple though with peril! and dangerof theirlives. Many fuch like difeourfes weePgot 
ou of this Fryer; and that if wee went to live there, we muft bee fubjeft to the penal- 
ties of many Exconimunications fortriviall toyes and trifles, which the Superiours 
doe ky upon the Confidences of their poore Subjeas, who may as foone ft, fee againft 
the common courfe ofnaturenot to fee with their eyes, nor hearwith their eares nor 
fpeake with their tongues, as to cbferve all thofe things which agaiuft fenfe, reafon 

g"ev0“s «nfUres.nnd Excommunications arecharged andfaftencd£ 
on them. Hee told us further of fome Fryers that had defpaired under thoferigorons 
courfes, and hanged themfelves, not being able to beare the burden of an affiled and 
tormen ted Confidence; and of others that had been hanged, fome for murtheiing of 
their rigid and cruel! Superiours; andfonie that had beene found in the morning 

Jphr"8 “/o' 3uca,nes,at‘he Cjoifte<; gates, having beene foundtogetherin thf 
V u murthcred and hanged up either by the true Hutband, or by fome o- 

therwho bare affeaicn to the woman. Thefe things feemed to us very ftrange, and 
wee perreived that all was not gold thatglirtred, nor true real of foules that carried 
fo many from Spam to thofe parts; or if in fome there were at firft a better and tiucr 
zeale then mothers, whenthey came to•Thlippina,, and among thofe ftrong tempta. 
talons, wee found that then reale was foone quenched. Thisfcafon moved me” and 
threemore of my friends to relent in onrpurpofes of leaving of America, ard going 
anyfimher, for wee had learned that maxime, rjuiama, pricnlum, prM.in.c^Zt 

y ’ WiTt ■ uad ,?f,hit ,0V£th ffial] fall and periffi in it • 
and hee that toucheth pitch (hail bee fmeared by it. Wherefore wee ccirmoncd 
privately with our fefves, what courfe wee might take,how wee might that yeer return 
back to Spam, orwheiewce might abide, if wee returned not to Sp«,n? For wee 

knew 
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k';,w if our Superiour Coin (liould underttand of ourpurpofesto goenofurthcr,he 
would lav uponus an Excommunication tofollow, nay and that hce would lecure us 
in a Cloiftft prifon untill the day and time of our departure from Mext.o. Our re- 
folutions wee made a fecrct ofour hearts; yet could not I but impart k to one mote 
foeciall and intimate friend of mine, who. was an Infh Fryer, named Tmmai deheon^ 
uhom I perceived a little troubled with To long a journey as was at hand, and found 
often wifhing hee had never come from Spain • and asfoon as I had acquainted him 
with what I meant to doe, hee rejoy ced and promifed to flay with mee. The time 
was fhorc which wee had to difpofc of cur (elves . but in that time wee add relied our 
felves tofomc Mexican Fryers and made knowneunto them, that it our Superiour 
Calvo would give us leave, wee would willingly flay in Mexico or in any Closer there¬ 
abouts untill wee could better fit our (elves to returne to Spam againe. But they be¬ 
ing natives and borne in that Countrey difeovered prelent! y unto us that inveterate 
(bight and hatred which they bare to fuch as came from Spain- they told us plainly 
that they and true Spaniards born did never agree, and that they knew their Superiors 
would bee unwilling to admit of us 5 yet furthermore they informed us that they 
thought wc might be entertained in the Province of Giww**,where halt the Fryers were 
of Spain and half Criolians and Natives ; but in cafe wee fhould not fpecd there, they 
would warrant us we ftiould be welcome to the Province of Guatemala where almoif all 
the Fryers were ofSpain^nd did keep under fuch as were Natives born in that Country. 
It did a little trouble us to confider that Guatemala was three hundred leagues off, and 
that we were ignorantofthe tongue,and unprovided of mony and horfes for 
lb Ion" a journey. But yet we confidered Philippine tobe furthered no hopes there of 
returning ever again to Chriftendome-, wherefore we reiolved to rely upon Gods provi¬ 
dence onely.and to venture upon a three hundred leagues journey with what fmal means 
we had and to fell what Books and frnall trifles we had to make asmuch money as imght 
buy each ofus ahorfe.But while we were thus preparing our felves feceretly for Guate- 

m*l* wee were affrighted and difheartnod with what in the like cafe to ours happpened. 
A F^yer of our company named Fryer VeUr Borrallo, without acquainting us or any o - 
ther of his friends with what he intended,made a fecret efcape from us, and (as after we 
were informed>ook his way alone to Gt/^^.Thisfoincenfed our Superior Calve, 

that after great fearch and enquiry after him,he betook himlelf to the Viceroy begging 
hisafliftance and Proclamation,in the publick Market place, for the better finding out 
his loft fheep, and alkadging that none ought to hide or privily to harbour any 
Fryer that had been fent from Spain to Philippine to preach there the Golpdl,for that 
the forefaid Fryers were fent by the Ring of Spain, whole bread they had eate, and 
at whofe charges they had been brought from Spain to Mexico, and at the fame Kings 
charges ought to bee carried from M> xico to Philippine . and therefore if any Fryer 
now in the half way ftiould recant of his purpofeof going to Philippine, and (hould 
by flight efcape from his Superiour and the reft of his company, the fame ought to be 
punithed as guilty of def rauding the Kings charges. This reafon ofr Calvo being a 
politicke and ftate reafon prevailed fofarre with the Viceroy, that immediately hee 
commanded a Proclamation to bee made againft whofoever fhould know of the faid 
feter 'Borrallo and fhould not produce him to his Highnefle, or fhould harbour him or 
any other Fryer belonging to Philippine from that time forward until! the (hips were 
departed from Acapulco. and that whofoever fhould trefpaffe againft this Proclama¬ 
tion fhould differ imprifomnent at hisHighneffe his will and andplealure, and the 
penalty of five hundred Duckats to bee paid in at the Kings Exchequer. With this 
Proclamation Calvo began to infult over us? and to tell us , wee were the Kings flaves 
under hiscondua, and thatifany of us durft to leave him (for her was jealous of 
moft ofus) hee doubted not but with the Viceroy his affiftance and Proclamation he 
fhould find both us and Veter Borrallo out to our further fhame and confbfion. This did 
very much trouble us, and made my bijh friend 7home de Leon his heart to faint, and 
his courage to relent, and utterly to renounce before mee his former purpofes of flay¬ 
ing and hiding himfelfe; yet hce protefted to mee, if I was flill of the fame minde, 
hee would not difeover mee • but feeing his weakneffe, I durft not truft him,but made 
as if I were of his minde. Thus I betooke my felt to the other three of my friends ( of 
whom one was Antonio Melendez that had beenethe firft caufe of my comming from 
Spain) whom I found much troubled £ doubtfull and wavering what courie to take. 
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ihey considered if wee fhould hie, what a lhame it would be to us to be taken and 
brought back to Mektco as prifoners,and forcedly againft our wills to be ffiipped to Pbi 

lipping they considered further if they went,whata flavifb and uncomfortable life they 
fhould live m Philippine without any hopes of ever returning again to Chriftendorm 
yet further they looked upon the Viceroy his Proclamation, and thought it hard to’ 
breake through the oppobtion and authority of fo great a man- and laftly in the Pro 
clamation they beheld the ellimation thatCalvo had of them, as of Oaves and Wi 

tives to be cried in a publike Marketplace. But after all thefeferious thoughts our 
only comfort was that Peter Bor alio was fafely efcaped, and ( as we were infer me d )had 
been met farre from Mexico travailing alone towards Guatemala. And we thought why 
might not we ifeape as well as he. Then I told them that my refolution was to Hay 
though alone I returned either to Spains, or tooke my journey to GnatimUa . the reft 
were glad to fee mee refolute,and gave their hands that they would venture as much as 1 
fhould Then wefet upon the time when we fhould take oar flight, and agreed that eve¬ 
ry one mould have a Horfein readinefle in Mexico, and that the night before the reft of 
our company Ihould depart from Mexico towards Acapulco to take (hipping we fhould 
by twoand two in the evening leaved/. Jacintbo, and meet in Mexico where our Horfes 
ftood5 and from thence fet out and travaile all the night, continuing our journey fo 
the firfttwo or three nights and refting in the day time , until! we were fome twenty 
or thirty leagues from Mexico. For we thought the neXt morning Calm awaking and 
milting us would not ftop the journey of the reft of his company for our fakes to 
fearch and inquire after us; or if he did , it would be but for one day or two at the 
moft, till he had inquired for us in Mexico, or a dayes journey in fome of the common 
or beaten rodes of Mexico, where we would be fure he Ihould not heare of us- for we 
alfo agreed co travail out of any common or knowne fode for the firft two or three 
nights. This refolution was by us as well performed and carried on, as ic had been a- 
greed upon,though lome had beelifearfull thata counfell betwixt fourecould never be 
kept fecret,nor fuch a long journey as of nine hundred miles be compared with fuch 
fmall means of money as was among Us, for the maintenance ofour felvcs and Horfes* 
for after our Horfes were bought,we made a common purfe,and appointed one ro be the’ 
purfe-bearer,& found that amongft us all there Were but twenty duckars, which in that 
rich and plentifull country was not much more then here twenty Englifh (hillings,which 
feemed to us but as a morning dew,which would foone be fpent in provender only for 
our Horfes s yet we refolved to goe on,relying more upon the providence of God, then 
upon any earthly meanes; and indeed this proved to us a far better fUpport then a 11 the 
drofte of gold and filver could have done; and we reckoned that after we had 
travailed fourty leagues from Mexico, and entred without feare into the rode, we had 
for our twenty duckats necr fourty now in our common purfe. The reafoh was fbr 
that moft commonly we went either to Friers Cloifters who knew us not, of to rich 
farmes of Spaniards who thought nothing too good for us, and would not onely en- 
r.ertaine us (lately, but at our departure would give us money for one or two daies jour¬ 
ney. All our feare was to get fafely out of Mexico, for wee had been informed that 
Salvo had obtained from the Viceroy officers to watch in the cbiefeft redes both day 
and night untill he had departed with his Traine of Friers to Acapulco. 1 

And tor all the Viceroy his Proclamation we got a true and truftie friend, who offe¬ 
red to guide us out of Mexico by fuch a way as we needed not to feare any wculdwatch 
for us.So with our friend and a map about us to guide us after he bad left us in the mor¬ 

ning, we cheerfully fet out of Mtxico about ten of the clock at night3about themiddia 
of February, and meeting no body about Guadalupe which was the way wee went out 
f though the contrary way to Guatemala, which on purpefe we followed for feare the 
true way fhould be befetjwc comfortably travailed all that nighr,till in the morning we 
came to a little Town of Indians,where we began to fpend of our fmall ftock.calling up* 
on the Indians for a Tut key and Capon to break ctir faft with our friend and guide be¬ 
fore he returned to ^exitw.Breakefaft being ended we took our leaves of him,and went 
to reft, that we might be more able to perf orme the next nights journey,wbic h was to 
Crofle the CcUntrey towards tAtlifco, which is iu a valley of twenty miles about at 
lcaft,and doth give it the name of the valley of Atlixco and is a valley much mentioned 
in all thofe parts,for the exceeding great pit my of wheat that is there reaped tvei y yeer 
and is the chief fuftenance and reliefe of CWexicoand all the Townes about In this 
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Valley are many rich Townes of Spaniards and Indians 5 but we fliunned to enter into 
them, and went from farme to farme out of the high-waies, where we found good 
entertainment of thole rich Farmers and Yeomen , who bare fuch refpea: unto the 
Preifts, that ti uely they thought themfelves happy with our coriipany. Here we be¬ 
gan to (hake off all (ear, and would no more like Bats andOwIes fly in thenioht,buc 
that we might with more pleafure enjoy the profpeft of that valley,and of the reft of the 
Countrey we travailed by day; yet (fill crofting the Countrey,we went from thence to¬ 
wards another valley called the valley of St.Pablo,or Pauls valley,which though it be not 
as big as the valley of Atlifco,yet is held to be a richer valley-for here they enjoy a double 
harveft of wheat every yeer.The firft feed they fow is watered,and growes with the com¬ 
mon (ealon raine; and the fecond feed which they fow in fummeras foone as their 
firft harveft is in, when the feafon ofraine is paft,they water with many Springs which 
fall into that Valley from the mountaines which round befet it, and let in the water 
among their wheat at their pleafure, and take it away when they fee fit. Here live Yeo¬ 
men upon nothing but their farms,who are judged to be worth feme twenty thoufand 
fome thirty thoufand, fome fourty thoufand duckats. In this valley we chanced to 
light upon one farme where the Yeoman was country-man to my friend Antonio Melen- 
dezy borne in Segovia in Spaing who for his fake kept us three daies and nights with 
him.His table was as well furnifbed as the table of a Knight might be,his fide board full 
offilver boules and cups,and plates inftead of trenchers ; he fpared no dainties which 
might welcome us to his table,no perfumes which might us delight in our chambers,no 
mufick ( which his daughters were brought up to)which might with more pleafure help 
to pafle aWay the time .To him Antonio A4elendezma.de known our journey towards Gu* 
atemala; and from him we received dire&ions which way to fteere our courfe untill we 
might b§ throughly free from feare and danger; here we began to fee the great provi¬ 

dence of God, who had brought us being ftrangers to fuch a friends houfe, who not 
onely welcomed us to him, but when we departed gave us a guide for a tyhole day, and 
beftowed upon us twenty duckats to helpe to bear our charges. From this valley wee 
wheeled about to Tafco, aTowneof fome fitfe hundred Inhabitants which enjoyeth 

great commerce with the Country about by reafon of the great ftore of Cotton-wool 
which is there. And here We were very well entertained by a Francifcan Frier who 
being of Spaine made the more of us, knowing we came from thence. Herewegotin- 
to the Rode of Guaxaca, and went to Chautla, which alfo aboundeth with Cotton* 
wool, but in it we found no entertainment but what our owne purfes would afford u®. 
Next to this place is a great Town called Zumpango,which doth confift of at leaft eight 
hundred Inhabitants, many of them very rich both Indians and Spaniards. Their 
commodities are chiefly Cotton-wooll, andShgar, and Cochinil. But beyond this 
Town are the mountaines called la Afijlccd, which abound with many richand great 
Townes, and doe trade with the beft hike that is in all that Country.Here is alfo great 
ftore of Wax and Honyj and Indians live there who traffique to Mexico and about the 
Country with twenty or thirty mules of their owne,chopping and changing, buying 
and felling commodities,and fome of them are thought to be worth ten, ortwelve,or 
hiteen thoufand duckats,which is much for an Indian to get among the Spaniards, who 

lhe™ches of little enough for themfelves. From thele mountaines 
ot Mijteea to Guaxaca we faw little obfervable, only Townes of two or three hundred 

inhabitants; rich Chnrches, well built,and better furniflied within with lampes, can- 
dlefticks, crownes of filver for thefeverall ftatues of Saints; and all the way wee did 
obferve a very fruitfull foil for both Indian and Spanijh wheat, much Sugar, much Cot- 

ton-wool, Hony, and here and there fome Cochinil, aud of Plantins, and other 
iweet and lufcious fruit great ftore;butabove all great abundance of catteLwhofe Hide3 
are one or the greateft commodities that from thofe parts are fent to Spake. Somere- 
ported that about Mijieca formerly much gold had been found, and the Indians were 
wont to ufe it much, though now they will not be knowne of any, left the greedineffe 
p( the bring them to mifery anddeftruftion, as it hath their neighbours a- 
Dout them. Alfo it is reported (or certaine that there are Mines of fllver, though as 
y et the Spaniards have not found them. 

.. There are many Mines of Iron which the Spaniards will not bufle themfelves in dig¬ 
ging, *cau e they have it cheaper from Spain • from hence wee came to the City of 
Guaxaca, whis is a Bifhops Seat, though not very bigge, yet afaireand beaudfulf City 

i tt/ 



A Nw Survey of the Weft-Indies. 
rr-T- - - - - - 1 1    - ...-     ^ ■■*-* • —■——■■■    - —...... 

to behold.lt ftandeth touiefcorc leagues from Mexico in a pleafant valley from whence 
Was named Marques del Falle^hc Marquefle of the Valley .This City,asall the reft 

of ^wzeric<z,(exceptthe Sea d owns lyeth open without walls^BuIwarkes, Fors, Towers, 
or any Gallic, Ordnance or Ammunition to defend it. It mayconfift of at the moil 
twothoufand Inhabitants, and are governed by a Spanijh High Juftice called Alcalde 
Major^ whofe power reacheth over all the Valley, and beyond it as farre as Nixapa, 
and almoft to Tecosntepeques aSeaTowne upon MardelZur. The Valley is of atleaft 
fifteen miles in length, and ten in breadth, where runneth in the midft a goodly Pvi- 
ver yeelding great Itore of fifh.The Valley is full of Sheep and other Cattell,which yeeld 
much Wooll to the Clothiers of the City of Angels^ ftore of Hides to the Merchants of 
Spaintand great provifion of flelh to the City of Guaxaca0 and to all the Townes about, 
which are exceeding rich, and doe maintaine many Cloiftersof Fryers, and Churches 
with (lately furniture belonging unto them. But what doth make the Valley of 
Gttaxaca to bee mentioned farre and neer, are the good horfes which are bred in it,and 
efteemed to bee the belt of all the Country. In this Valley allb are fome farmes of 
Sugar, and great ftore of fruits, which two forts meeting together have cried up the 
City of Gttaxaca for the beftConferves and Preferves that are made in America. Jn 
the City there are fome fix Cloifters of Nuns and Fryers, all of them exceeding 
rich; but above all is the Cloifterofthe Dominican Fryers, whofe Church treafure 
is worth two or three Millions; and the building of it the faireft and ftrongeftin all 
thofe parts, the walls are of ftone fo broad, that a part of them being uponfiniftiing 
when I was there I faw Carts goe upon them, with ftone and other materials. Here 
are alfo two Cloifters ofNuns,which are talked of far and neer not for their religious 
praftices,but for their skill in making twodrinkes which are ufed in thofe parts, the 
one called Cbocolatte (whereof I {hall fpeake heereafter) and the other Atolle, which 
is likeuntoour AlmondNlWk, but much thicker,and is madeofthe juyceof the yong 
Maiz or Indian wheat, which theyfo confe&ion withfpices, musk, and fugar, that 
it i s not onely admirable in the fweetnefle of the fmel!,but much more nourifbing and 
comforting the ftomack. This is not a Commoditie that can bee tranfported from 
thence, but is to be drunk there where it is made. But the othersCbocolatte, is made up 
in Boxes, and fent not onely to Mexico and the parts thereabouts, but much of it is 
yeerly tranfported into fycds.This City of Gttaxaca is the richer by reafon of the fafety 
they enjoy for the carriage of their Commodities to and from theportofSc. Iohn de 

Vlbua by the great River Alvarado which runneth not far from it; and although the 
Barkescomenotto the City of Guaxaca, yet they come up to the Zapotecas, and to St. 
l/defonjo, which is not farre from Gttaxaca. And the carelgflenefle of the Spaniards 

here is to bewondred at,that all along this River which runneth up into the heart of 
their Country, they have built as yet no Gaftles,Towers,orwatch-hou{es,or planted 
any Ordinance, trufting onely in this, that great {hips cannot come up, as if Frigots 
or fmaller Barks, fuch as they themfelves ufe, may not bee made to annoy them. But 
of Guaxaca I-fhall fay no more, butconclude that it is of fo temperate an aire, fo a- 
bounding in fruits, and allprovifion requifite for mans life, fo commodioufly fitua- 
ted between the North and South Sea, having on the North fide St. hbn de Vlbua0 and 
on the South T ecoantepeque afmalland unfortified harbour, thatno place I fo much 
defired to live in whileft I was in thofe patrs as in Guaxaca, which certainly l had 
attempted as I travailed by it, had I not underftood that the Criolian or Native 
Fryers were many and as deadly enemies unto thofe that came from Spain as were the 
Mexicans. And this theirfpight and malice they {hewed whileft wee were there, to 
an ancient and grave old Fryer Mafter in Divinity, who living had been for learning 
the Oracle of thofe parts. This old man died when 1 was there, and becaulewhen 
hee lived they could pick no hole in his Coat, being dead they fearched his chamber, 
and finding in a Coffer fome moneys which hee had not madeknowne to his Supe¬ 
rior when living (which they would reduce to afinne againft his profefled pover¬ 
ty, called Propriety, and fubjett to the cenfure of Excommunication) they reported 
that hee had died excommunicated, and might not injoy their Chriftian buriall in 
the Church or Cloifter,and fo ignominioufly buried their old Divine,and with him his 
Credit and reputation in a grave made in one of thier Gardens. A thing much talked on 
as fcandalous to all the City and Country, which they falved with faying hee w^as ex¬ 
communicated; but the truth was,hewasof Spaine9 and therefore at his death they 

would 
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would (hew their fpight unto him. For certainly they could not doe it for thefinneof 
Propriety which by him had been committed in his life; and to them all may be well 
Paid what our Saviour faidto the Jewes bringing to him a woman found in adultery 
to beeftoned, Whofoeverof you is without finne$ let him call: the firft done; for all 
of them, yea even the beft Fryers that live in America, are fomewayor other,muehor 
lefie guilty of the finne of Propriety which they profefle and vow againft. With 
this which wee faw with our eyes, befides what with our eares wee had heard ofdifi* 
cords and fa&ions amongft them, wee thought Gnaxaca was no place for us to live in 5 
fo after three daies we nladehafte out of it, and departed towards Chiapa, which lyeth 
three hundred miles from thence. And for our comfort in our further travailing we were 
informed in Guaxacasthat in moft Towns of the Rode through that couryry3the Indians 

had an order from the High Juftice to give unto Fryers travailing that way either 
horle to ride on, or to carry their carriages and provifioq of food freely without 
mony,ifthey had none/o that at their departure they ffiould write it down in the town 
booke what they had (pent, not abiding above foure and twenty houres in the Town 3 
which expences of travailers th elndians afterwardsat the yeers end of their ordinary 
Juftice and Officers were to give an account of with carrying their Towne book un» 
to the Spanijb Juftice to whom they belonged, and by fo doing thefe expences were ah- 
lowed of to bee difeharged by the common Towne Purfe or Treafure, for the which 
a common plot of ground was alloted to bee yeerly fowen with wheat or Maiz. 
With this charitable relief and help of the Townes wee conceived better oftfoereft 
of our long journey, and hoped to compaffe it with more eafe. And fo joyfully we 
went on, and the firft place where wee made triall of this order was at a great Town 
called Antequera, where weefreely called for our fowles and what other provifion we 
faw in the Town, fed heartily on them, and the next day when we were to pay and 
to depart, wee called for the Town book, fubferibed our hands to what wee had 
(pent our felves and horfes, and went our way, praifing the dilcretion of the Juftices 
of that Country, who had fetled a courfefo ealy and comfortable for us, efpecially 
who hadbut ftiallowpurfes forour longjourny. v Yet we found in fomefmall Towns 
that the Indians were unwilling, and (as they alleadged Junable to extend this Charity 
to us, being foure in company, and bringing with us the charge likewife of foure 
horfes, which made usfometimes make the longer journey that wee might reach unto 
fome great and rich Towne. The next to Anttquera in that Rode hNixapa^ which 
is of at the leaft eight hundred Inhabitans,£/>tf»zW.f and Indians^(landing upon the fide 
of a River, which wee were informed was an arfne of the great River Alvarada. In 
this Town is a very rich Cloiftcr of Dominican Fryers,where we were well entertained; 
8c in it thereisapiRureofourLady,whichfuperftitiouj(ly they fancy to have wrought 
miracles, and is made a pilgrimage from far and neere , and cqnfequently hath great 
riches and Lampes belonging unto it. This is counted abfolutcly one of the wealthi-? 
eft places of all the Countrey of Guaxaca ? for here is made much Indigo,Sugar, Co~ 
chiniHi and here grow many trees of Caca&3and Achiotte, whereof is made the Chocolate 
fe,andisa commodity of jmuch trading in thofe parts, though eur Englijb and Hollan¬ 

ders make little of it when they take a prize of it at Sea,as not knowing the fecret virtue 
and quallity of it for thegoodoftheftomack. From hence we went to Aguatulco and 
Capalitaialfo great Towns ftanding upon a plain Country full of Sheep and Cattell, a- 
bounding with excellent fruits,efpecially Pines and S audio* s^which are as big as Pumpi- 
ons,andfo wateriffi that they even melt like fnow in the mouth, &cool the heat which 
there is great,by reafon it is a low and Marfftkind of ground,lying neer the South Sea. 
The next chief Town and moft considerable after Gapalit a is Tecoantequepete• this is a Sea 
Town upon Mar del Z»r,and a harbour for ftnall vefiels,fuch asTrade from thofe parts 
to Acapnia and Mexico^and to Kealejo and Guatemala^ andfometimesto Panama. Here 
upon fomeoccafions Ships which come from Peru to Acapulto doecallin.lt is a port 
no farthet Cafe,then that no Englifb or Holland Ships doe come thereabouts, which if 
they did,they would there find no refiftance, but from thence would finde an open artd 
eafie Rode over all the Countrey. Upon all this South Sea fide from Acapulco to Pana* 

whieh is above two thoufand miles by land there is no open harbour, but this 
for Gnaxaca ^ and La Trinidad for Guatemala , and Reale jo for Nicaragua^ and Go{° 

fode Salinas for firtall veflelsin CojloRica, and all thefe unprovided of Ordnance and 
Ammunicion.all opendores to let in any Nation that would take the pains tofurround 
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the Yv^orld to get a trealure. This port of Tecoantepeque is the chiefe for filhing 
in all that Countrey 5 wee met him in the wayes fometimes with fifty, fomc- 
times with a hundred mules together laden with nothing but fait fifh for Guaxa- 
ca, City of the Angels and (Jlfexico. There arc Tome very rich Merchants dwell in 
it, who trade with Mexico, Peru and Philippinas, fending their fmallveflfels out from 
Port to Port*, which come home richly laden with the Commodities of all the 
Southerneor Eafterne parts. From hence to Guatemala there is a plaineRode along 
the Coaft of the South Sea, palling through the Provinces ofSocwH^coand Suckutepe- 

qKes 5 but wee aiming at Cbiapa tookeour journey over the high Rocks and Moun- 
taines called ghtdenes, travailing firft from Tecoantepeqtteto EJlepeque, and from thence 
through a defertof twodayes journey, where weewerefaineto lodge one night by a 
(pring of water upon the bare ground in open wide fields,where neither Town nor houfe 
is to bee feene, yet thatcht lodges are purpofely made for travailers. This plain lyeth 
fo open to the Sea, that the wind from thence blow fo ftrongly and violently that tra¬ 
vailers are fcarce able to fit their horfes and mules 5 which is the reafon no people in¬ 
habit there, becaufethe windes teare their houfes, and the leaft fire that there breaks 
out, doth a great deale of mifehief. This plaine yet is full of Cattell, and Horfes 
and Mares,fome wild, fome tames and through this windy Champaigne Country 
with much adoe we travailedjthough my felf thought I (hould even there end my daies, 
for thefecond day being to reach to aTowne, and my three friends riding before, 
thinking that I followed them, evening now drawing on they made more haft to find 
the Town, But inthemeane while my horfe refufedtogoeany further, threatning 
to liedowne if I put him to more then hee was able. I knew the towne could not be 
far, and fo I lighted, thinking to walke and lead my horfe, who alfo refufed to bee 
led, and fo lay downe. With this a troop of thoughts befettaee, and to none I could 
give a flat anfwer. I thought if I (hould goe on foot to findc out the Towne and my 
company and leave my (horfe there fadled, I might both lofe my felfe, and my horfe 
and faddle 5 and if I (hould find the Towne and come in the morning for my horfe,the 
plain was fo wide and fpatious,that I might feeke long enough, and neither finde him, 
nor know the place where 1 left him, for there was nothing neere to marke the place, 
nor where to hide the faddle,neither hedge,tree,lhrub,within a mile on any fide. Where¬ 
fore I confidered my belt courfe would bee to take up my lodging in the wide and o- 
pen wildernefle with my horfe, and to watch him left hee (hould wander and dray a- 
way, untill the morning or untill my friends might fend from the towne to fee what 
was become of mee ; which they did not that night, thinking I had taken ray way to 
another Town not far from thence,whither they fent in the morning to enquire for me. 
I looked about therefore for a commodious place to reft in,but found no choice of lodg¬ 
ings, everywhere I found a bed ready for mee, which was the bare ground; a bolfter 
onely or pillow I wanted for my head, and feeing no bank did kindly offer it felfe 
to eafea loft ftranger, and pilgrime, I unfadled my weary Jade, and with my faddle 
fitted my head in Head of a pillow. Thus without a fupper I went to bed in my Mothers 
ownebofome, not a little comforted to fee my tired horfe pluck up hisfpirits, and 
make much of his fupper, which there was ready for him,of (hort, dry and withered 
grade, upon which hee fed with a greedy and hungry ftomack, promifing mee by his 
feeding that the next day he would performe a journey of at leaft thirty or forty mjJes. 
The poor beaft fed apace,my careful eye watched him for''at lead an houre,when UpOn a 
fuddain I heard fuch an hideous noife of how ling,barking,and crying,as if a whole Ar¬ 
my of dogs were come into the wildernefle, and howled for want of a prey of fome 
dead horfe or mule. At firft the noife feemed to be a pretty way off from mee ; but the 
more I hearkened unto it, the nigher it came unto mee, and I perceived it was not of 
dogs by fome intermixt (hriekings as ofChriftians, which I obferved in it. An obfer- 
vation too fad for alone man without anyhelpeor comfort in a wildernefle, which 
made my haire to ftand upright, my heart to pant,my body to bee covered with a fear- 
fnll fweat as of death. I expefted nothing elfe, not knowing from whence the noife 
proceeded- fometimes I thought of Witches,fometimesof devils,fometimes of Indi¬ 

ans turned into the lhape of beads, (which amongft fome hath beene ufed) fometimes 
of wild and favage beads, and from all thefe thoughts I proraifed my felf nothing but 
fure death, for the which I prepared my felfe recommending my foule to the Lord, 
whilftl expetted my body (hould bee a prey to cruell and mcrcilefleflc tbeafts; or 
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fome infirumentsof that roaring Lion who in the ApoAIe gocth about feekingwhom 

he may devoure. I thought I could not any waies prevails by flying or running away, 

but rather might thac way runne my felfe into the jawes of death; to hide there was 

noplace, to lie ftill I thought was iafelf, for if they were wild beafls, they might fol¬ 

low their courfe another way from mee, and fo I might efcape. Which truly pr oved 
my fafell courfe, for while I lay fweatingand panting, judging every cry^ every how¬ 

ling and shrieking an alarm to my death,being in this agony and fearfull confli& till 

about midnight, on a fuddain the noife ceafed,fleep(though but the fhadow of death) 
feized upon my wearied body,and forfook me not, til the mornings glorious lamp (tu¬ 

ning before my flumberingeies and driving away deaths fhadow greeted me with life Sc 

(afety. When I awaked, my foul did magnifie the Lord for my deliverance from that 

nights danger,I looked about t/. (aw my horfe alfo neer the place where I had left 

him,I fadled him prefently with defire to leave that wildernefle and to find put my com¬ 

pany, and to impart unto them w hat that night had happened unto mee 5 I had not rid 
above a mile, when I came to a brook of water,where were two waies,the one ftraight 

forward along the de(art,where I could difcover no Towne,nor houfes, nor trees in a 

profpeft of five or fix miles at leaft 5 the other way was on the left hand, and thas 

way fome two or three miles off I (aw a wood of trees* I imagined there might be the 
Towne* I followed that way, and within a quarter of a mile my Horfe beganne to 
complainc of his poore provender the night before, and to flight me for it; I was fain 

to light and lead him; and thus againe difcouraged with my Horfe, and difcomforted 
for the uncertainty of my way, looking about I fpied a thatchthoufe on the one fide 

of the way, and one on Horfe-back, who came riding to mee; it was an Indian be¬ 

longing to that houfe which was the farmeof a rich Indian, and GovcrnoUr of the 
nextTowne, of whom I asked how farre it was to the Town of EJlepeque9 he (hewed 

me the tre$, and told me that a little beyond them it flood,and thatl fhould not fee it 

untill I came unto it. With this I got up againe and fpurred my fullen jade, untill 1 
reached ufito the trees,where he was ata (land and would goe no further. Then I un« 

fadled him, and hid my faddle under fome low (hrubs, and leaving my horfe ( whom 

I feared not that any would fteale him ) I walked unto theTowne which was not above 

halfe a milefrom thence, where I found my three friends were waiting for me, and 
grieved for the lofle of nie,had fent to another Towne to enquire for me } it was the 

(eaft thought they had thatl had been a lodger in the defart. When I related unto them 
and to the Indians the noife and howling that I had heard,the Indians anfwered me that 

that was common mufick to them almoft every night, & that they were Wolves andTi- 
gres which they feared not,but did often meet them and with a fticke or hollowing did 

(care them away, and that they were onely ravenous for their Fowles, Colts, Calves 
or Kids. Aftera little difeourfe I returned with an Indiaritofeeke my Horfe and fad¬ 

dle, and in that Towne I fould my wearied Mexican beaft, and hired another to Ecate« 

feqtse whither we went all four friends again in company .Where note that in this plain 

and champaigne country of Tecoantepeque are live rich and pjealant Townes full of 

fruits and provifion of vi&uall,all ending in Tepequf, to wit, Tecoantepeque, Eftepequey 
Ecatepequi, Sanatepeque, and Tapanatepequc. Now from Ecatepeque wee could discover 

the high mountainesof ^uele»es9 which were the fubjeft of moftof our difeourfe to 
Sanatepeque, and from thence to Tapanalcpeque.E or We had been informed by Spaniards 

and Travailers in the way, that they were the moft dangerous mountains to travail over 

that were in all thofe parts 5 and that there were on the top of them fome paflages fo 
narrow, and (o high, and fo open to the boifterous winds that came from the South- 
lea, which feemed to lie at the very bottom of them; and on each fide ol thefe narrow 

paflages fuch deep precipices among rocks,that many times it had happened, that the 
wind blowing furioufly had caft downe Mules laden with heavy carriages downe the 

rockes, and likewife Horfe-men had been blown down both Horfe and man. The fight 
of the rockes and mountaines did terrific us,and the report of them did much affright 
11?; fothatin all this way we did conferre which way to take, whether the rode way to 

.Guatemala which Iieth under thofe mountaines along the coaft by the Country of Saco- 

nuzcof rom whence^ though out of our way ) we might have turned to Chiapa3or whe¬ 

ther we fhouId fteerour tight courfe to Cbiapa over thofe monntains,which we had been 
informed, we might (afelypafle over if the winds did not blow two boifleroufly. We 

refolved that when wee came to T apanatepequt we would choofe our way according as 
I 3 ths 
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the winds did favour or threaten us, but however to Cbiapa we would goe,becaule there 

wehadunderttood was the Superiourand Provincial! of all the Dominicans of thole 

parts, (to whom weought to addredc our felves ) and alfo becairfe we would lee that 
famous and much talked of Province of Cbiapa. In Sanatepeque wee met with a Frier 
who gave us (lately entertainment, and from thence gave us Indians to guide us to Ta- 

panatepeque, and a letter to the chiefe of the To wne ( which alfo was at his command') 

to give us Mules to carry us, and Indians to gulde ns up the mountaines. Here the reft of 

Our Horfes alfo failed us, but their wearinefle was no hinderance to us, for the Indi¬ 
ans were willing to give us as much or more then they had coft us , becaufe they were 

true Mexican breed, and all the way we went to Cbiapa and through that country to 

Guatemala the Towns were to provide us of Mules for nothing.We came to Tapanatepe- 
que ( which ftandeth at the bottome andfoot of guelenes) on Saturday night, and 

with the letter we carried were very much welcomed and entertained well by the Indi¬ 
ans. 

This Towne is one of thefweeteft andpleafanteft of any we had feen from Gttaxac* 

thither, and it feems God hath replenilhed it with all forts of comforts which Tra- 

vailers may need to afeend up thofe dangerous and fteepy rockes. Here is great plenty 
' of cattel for flefti, and rich Indians which have farmes, called there Eftantia’s, in Come 

athoufand, in fome three or fourtfaoufand head of cattell. fowles here are in abun¬ 
dance, fifhthebeftftoreandchoifeftof any Towne from Mexico thither* for the Sea 
is hard by it, and befides there runneth by it a fraall river which yeelds divers forts of 

fifti. From the mountaines there fall fo many fprings of water, that with them the 
Indians water at their plealure their gardens which are ftored with much herbage and 

fallets. Thelhade which defendsfrom theheatf which there is great) i* the daughter 
of moftfweet and goodly fruit trees, and of Orange, Lemmon, Citron and Fig 
leaves. The Sabbath morning was lo calme that we deiired to make ufe of it, left by 
longer delayes the winds Ihouldftay us, or force us to thecoaftof Soconufco. But 

the Indians intreatedustobeetheir guefle at dinner, not doubting but the weather 

would hold, and promifing us to provide us ftrong and lufty Mules, and provifion of 
fruits, and fried fib, or fowles, or what our felves defired. We could not refule this 

their kind offer, and fo ftayed dinner with them. After dinner our Mules were brought, 
and two Indians to guide us and carry our provision, which was lome fried filh, and a 

cold rolled Capon, with fome fruit as much as might fuffice us for a day, for the chief 

alcent and danger is not above leven leagues, or one and twenty Englijb miles, and 

then beyond the top of the mountaines three miles is one of the richeft farms for Hor¬ 
fes, Males, and Cattel, in all the Countrey of Cbiapa, where we knew we (hould be 

welcomed by one Von John de Toledo, who then lived there. Though thefe moun¬ 

taines Ihew themfelves with Overall lharp pointed heads,and are many joyned together, 

yet one of them is only mentioned in thatCountry by the Travailers, which is called 
Maquilapa, over the which lieth the way to Cbiapa. To this high, fteepy, and crag¬ 

gy Maquilapa we tooke our journey after dinner, and were by the proud mountaine V 

that night well entertained, and harboured in a green plot of ground relembling a 
meadow,whieh lay as a rib of the one fide of that huge and more then Pyrenian mon- 

fter. The Indians comforted us with the (hews of faire weather,and told us that they 
doubted not but the next day at noone we Ihould beat Von John de Toledo his EJiancia, 

or farms. With this we fpread our fupper upon the green table-cloth, and at that firft 

mealeeat up our Capon and moft of the provifion of our cold fried fifti, leavingonly 
a bit for our mornings breakefaft, the fprlngs of water like Conduit-pipes , trickling 
downe the rockes, gave us melodious muficke to our fupper • thefed merrily, 

and our Mules contentedly, and fo the fountaine Nymphes fung us afleep till morning* 
which leaned to us as ealme and quiet as the day before, and encouraged us haftily to 

(natch that bit which we had left and fo up from breakefaft, to fay merrily, upto Ma¬ 

quilapa. We had not winded the mountaine upwards much above a mile, when the 
higher we mounted, the more we heard the wind from above whittling unto us,and for¬ 

bidding ustogoe any further. Wewerenowhalfewayup, anddoubtfull what wee 

Ihould doe, whither go forward, or rcturne to Tapanatepeque to eat more ii(h,or to flay 
where we were a while untill the weather were more calme, which we thought might 

be at noone or towards evening. The Indians told us that about a mile further there 

was a fountaine of water, and a lodge made under trees on purpofe for Travailed that 

were 
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weretither benighted or hindred by the winds tocompafle their journey up the moun- 
taine. Thither we Went with much adoe, hopingthe wind would fall; butftillche 

higher we climbed, the ftronger we felt the breach of lEolw, and durft not like the 

people called ?filli( of whom Herodotus writeth ) march againft him, leaftasthey in 

ftead of a victory found a grave in the lands where they metto oppofe him,fo we in dead 

of afcendingftouldby a furious blaft be made to deflend into thole deep and horrid 
precipices, which truely threatned death,and offered themlelves tohe a grave unto our 

torne and mangled bodies. We liked the foantaine very well, and the lodge better for 
the harbour of trees which compalfed it about. The wind kept on breaching,and we 

flood ltill fearing, till the day was fofarre fpent that we had no hopes of going back, 
or forward. Of any flipper Wt defpaired that night, who would have been glad now 

to have picked a bone of a Capons leg, or to have fucked a fifties head, and law there 
was nothing for us,but only to feed our hungry ftomackes with the remembrance of the 

plenty the night before.Thus gazing one upon another,and fometimes looking down to 

thefountaine, fometimes looking up to the trees, we perceived anaongft them a Lem¬ 

mon tree, full of fmall and very foWre green Lemmons. It wa$ not with ns as with 
Tantalus who could neither injoy the fruit above him, nor the waters beneath him5wc 

could and did moft greedily catch and fnatch the Lemmons, which were fawce for no 

tneate> but onely to fill an empty ftomack; with them wee flipped and tooke our reft. 

The next morning the wind was rather ftronger then calmer, and we as ftrong the ie- 

cond day as thefirftin ourpurpofe of flaying there, and not turning our backes like 

Cowards. The Indians were alio willing to flay yet one day longer; fo we fell to our 
breakefaft of Lemmons which were fomewhat coole to a falling ftomack, and relifhed 

nothing the better with a draught from the cleerfi fountaine. And of what we left on 
the tree we made our dinner and fupper, adding to our water what we faw the Indians 

did drinke, who had their fmall bags full of powder of their Maiz, of which firft ma¬ 

king cakes as dry as bisket they then grind them to powder, and when they travaile, 
carry with them that powder to drink with water. This wee thought might bee more 

nourifhing to us, then Lemmons and water onely, and lo for that day we bought of 
them halfe a bagful! of powder giving for it in oiir want and neceflity four rials,or two 
Unglijb (hillings, which otic of Afaqttilapa and that oiir feare of ftarving might not be 

worth above a penny; and yet this was but weake nourifhment for our feeble bodies. 

Thus we waited all T uefday for the laying of the wind, refolving the next morni ng ei¬ 
ther togoe up the hill, or downeagairie toTapanatepeque. But on wedne(day morning 

the wind Teeming to be fomewhat laid,wepurpofed to flay till noon hoping then it 
would be fure travailing; but it ceafed not but rather increafed a lictle5whereupon one 

of our company refolved to goe up wards a mile or two on foot, and trie the pafla- 
ges, and the danger of the wind and to bring us word againe; for we thought our 
feare might be greater then the danger, who had! heard much talke, but had not as yet 

feen any thing worth our feare. Up therefore went our friend,who (laid from us neer 

twohoures, and then returning backe he told us he thought we might get up leading 
our Mules by the bridles. But what with further quetiions and debates the time pafled 

away,fo chat we thought it might be too late; and for that day we put off our journey 

until! the next morning,refolutely purpofing to goe forwards altogether if the wind 
were not much increafed. So that day we fell again to our green crabby Lemmons, wa¬ 

ter and Maiz powder, all which we found had much weakned our bodies and feared if 

we continued there any longer they might haften our death. Wherefore on ThurfHay 

morning (the wind being a$ the day before ) commending our (elves firft unto the pro¬ 

tection of that Lord whom the winds and fea obey, we mounted up upon our Mules 
(leaving our names written in the barke of agreattree, and the daycs we ftayed there 

Without food ) and fo went upward. Wee perceived no greatdanger in the wind a 

great while,but fome fteps and paflTages upon ftony rockes wefeared for the narrownefie 
of them, and there we lighted ,thinking our felves fafer upon our own two feet, then 

upon the four feet of a beaft.Buc when we came up to the very top of M<tquilapa{which 

flgnifies in that tongue, A head without halre ) we perceived truly the danger fo much 
talked of, and wiftied our Lives again with our green Lemmons in the way to Tapana- 

tepe<jne0 for we found it indeed a head without haire, a top without a tree or branch co 
(belter a fcarfull Traveller ; the paffage that lieth open to the (ea may be no more than 

a quarter of a mile, but the height and narrownife of it ftupefieth, for if welookeon 

the 
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theonefide, there is the wide and fpatious South-dea lyingio deep and low under it 
that it dazleth the eies to behold it. if wee looke on the other fide, there are rockes of 
at leaft fix or (even miles depth; whole fight doth make the ftoutell and hardeft heart 
("though like themfelves ) to quake and quiver; fo that here the lea expefts to fwallow, 
there the rockes threaten to tear with a downfall,and in themidftof thofe dangers in 
(bmeplacesthepafiageisnotaboveaneli broad. We needed better cordialls for that 
quarter of a mile then feeding three daics upon green Lemmons and wareiymd durft not 
man our felves fo much as to goe through it upon our MuIes;Welighted3and gave the 
Indians our Mules to lead,and we followed them one by one not daring to walk upright 
for fear of head giddineffe with looking on either fide, but bowing cur bodies we crept 
upon our hands and feet as neereunto the trackes which beafts and Travailershad made 
as we could without hindering our going. And when we had got to the end of that 
paflage, and where the mountaine was broader, and the trees promifed reliefe}we then 
looked back boldly, and acetified of folly both our felves and all other Travailers that 
fought no other way though ten miles about, to avoid that danger both for man and 
bead. From thence joyfully we made hafteto Von John dc Toledo, who made us wel¬ 
come and gave us fome warme broath to comfort our ftomacks, which were fo weake 
thatnofooner had wee eat anything, but pefently we caft it up againe; till after ma¬ 
ny fups of broath and wine we recovered ftrength towards night, and eat our fuppcrsj 
there we flayed two daies ; and thus throughly refrefhed wee ivent to Acapala a very 
great Towneof Indians in the Province of Chiapa, ftandingby the fame river that 
pafieth by Chiapa, which is called Chiapa de Indios, or Chiapaof the Indians, to di- 
>Vinguifh it from another Chiapa j called Chiapa Read the Roial Chiapa , or Chiapa de 

Efpanoles, Chiapa of the Spaniards. From Acapala we went fir ft to Chiapa of the Indi¬ 

ans, which flandethalmoll as low as Maquilapai* high, featedupona river as broad 
as is the Thames at London, which hath its fpring from the mountaines called Cuckuma- 
tlanes, in the rode from Chiapa Real to Guatemala, and runnes towards the Province 
of Zoques, where it entreth into the river of Tahafco, But of thin Cbiapal will fpeak 
a little more in the next Chapter;, and now onely fay that here we were joyfully enter¬ 
tained by thofe Fryers, who looked upon us as members belonging to the Corporati¬ 
on of that their Province,and allured us that the Provinciall and chief Superiour would 
be very glad of our coming, who Wanted Spanijh Fryers to oppole the Criolians and 
Natives who flrived to get a head as they had done in Mexico and Guaxaca. Here we tin- 
derftood that the Provinciall was not above one daies^ journey from thence. Here al- 
fowemet with our friend Ptier Horallo, who had come before us alone, and made his 
efcape from Mexico:he comforted us much with the good and kind ufage which he had 
found there; yet he told us how Calvo was gone with the reft of his traine from Mexi¬ 

co to Acapulco, & from thence was fhipped with them to Philippine-,but that at his depar¬ 
ture he had writ a letter of bitter complaints unto the Superiour of Chiapa and Guatema¬ 

la againft him and us four, defiring the Provinciall not to entertaine us, but to fend us 
backe to Mexico, to be fhipped from thence the next yeer unto Philippinevs - which let¬ 
ter was not regarded; but much flighted by the Provinciall. After we had been a week 
feafted in Chiapa, vie thought it now fit to prefent our felves to the Provinciall ( whofii 
name was Fryer Peter Alvarez') that from him we might receive judgement,and know 
whether we (hould ftay in that Province,or be forced to return toSpaine,for in noother 
part of America we could be entertained. We found the Provinciall in a little Towne 
called St. Cbriftopber, betwcenCbiapaof the Indians and theRoiall Chiapa, recreating 
himfelfein thefbady walkes, which are many fweetand pleafantin that (mail Towne; 
where alfo there is ltore of fifh, and great abundance of rare, and exquifite fruits. 
He entertained us very lovingly with faire and comfortable words,with, a Itatcly dinner 
and (upper, and before we went to bed, tofhew his humility hee did unto us what 
Chrift to his Difciples, hee wafhed our feet. The firft day he laid little or nothing 
unto us concerning our continuing in that Country; but the next day he difeovered 
unto us his full refoiutions, with many wife and cunning fophifmes. Foi firft he read 
unto us the letter which Calvo had writ unto him againft us, gloflingupon it how ill we 
had done in forfakingour firft love and calling to Philippine, and the danger many 
Indian fioules might bee in by reafon of our not going thither to convert and inftruft 
them, whofe gifts and abilities he fuppofed might have been more profitable and com¬ 
fortable to thofe fouls,then thofe who in our ftead and abfence fhould be (ent amongft 

them 
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them. And fecondly,hee told us how wee had fruftrated the King of Spaines good 
hopes of us’vvho had allowed us means and maintenance from SpaintoMexicoJioping 

that by us many .foulesof Indians in Philippine might bee faved. Thirdly, heetold 
us that hee looked upon us as his prifoners, in whofe power it was to imprifon us,and 
to lend us prifoners to Mexico to the Viceroy, to bee (hipped fromthcuce to Manila, 
according to Calvo his demand. But for the prefent hee would not let us know what 
hee meant to doe with us • Onely hee bad us not to bee difeouraged, but to be merry 
and recreate our (elves, and that after dinner wee (hould know more from him,when 
he had received an anfwer to a Letter which hee had writ unto the City of Cbiapa con¬ 
cerning the difpofall of our perfons. Thefe reafonings of the grave and old Provinci¬ 
al! did not a little fad our hearts ; for the Ioffe of foules , and King of Spain his in¬ 
tentions and charity charged upon us,and imprifonment fpoke of by the by, were words 
which feemedofa very high ftraine, and fo could hardly bee digefted by us; this mor¬ 
nings breakfaft had quite taken away from us our ftomack to our dinner. And thus 
wee departed from the prefence of the venerable Fryer Peter Alvarez^ and betooke our 
(elves to a (hady walke under Orange trees belonging to the houfe where thisSuperioUr 

In this fhade wee conferred with our felves upon the words of Alvarez, and was. 
finding them of fo high a nature, as involving foules, a King, and imprifonment, we 
thought verily wee fhould bee lent back to Mexico^ and from thence like fugitive flaves 
bee forced to Philippine. Here my hopes of ever more feeing England were loft* Antonio 
Melendez his heart panted,wi(lied himfelf again upon the higheft top of Maquilapa ; 
another wifhed himfelfe with old Calvo at Sea failing to Manila, though it were but to 
help him ferape his rufty Gammons of Bacon. 

The motion was made to make an cfcape from Alvarez, as wee had done from 
Calvo $ but to this anfwer was made, that whither fo ever wee went, not knowing the 
Country,wee fhould bee difeovered 3 and that put cafe theworft, wee fhould bee fent 
to Mexico, wee might better efcape in the way, then there where wee were. Atlaftt 
told the reft, that I could conceive no hard nor harfh ufage from that fmiling and 
loving countenance of the Provinciall,nor after that his low and humble aft of wafhihg 
our feet the night before; and that I thought verily hee wifhed us well for having 
come fo far to offer our felves for fellow-labourers in'that harveft of fouls belonging to 
his charge,and whom wee knew wanted fftch as we were newly come from Spain to op- 
pofe the Criolians or Natives faftionia that Province j alleadging furthermore the 
example of our friend and companion Peter Borallo, whom hee had already incorpo¬ 
rated into that Province,and could doe no lefle with us without partiality and accepta¬ 
tion of perfons. And laftly, my opinion was, that in cafe wee ought not to be enter¬ 
tained there, yet the Provinciall would not fend us back to Mexico^ here to be difgraced 
and affronted, but would give way unto ustoreturne to Spain, or whither elfe wee 
would, with fome relief and mony in our purfes. Whilft wee were thus troubIed,and 
in this fad and ferious difeourfe, old Alvarez it feemes had been eying ofus from his 
window, and as Jofepb could not long fuppreffe and keep in the expreffions of a loving 
and tender heart unto his brethren;fo this good Superior perceiving that vve were trou¬ 
bled with what he had faid unto us,fent his companion unto us to comfort us; which 
wee cafily perceived by his difeourfe when hee came unto us. For as foorie as hee came 
hee asked us why wee were fo fad and melancholy ? heetold us, the Provinciall alfb 
had obferved that wee were troubled. But, faid hee, bee of good cheare; bee con¬ 
fident that the Provinciall wifheth you very well,and needeth fuch as you are, and having 
come into his Dominion to thruft your felves upon his mercy, by harfh and unkind 
ufage hee will not doe what Martiall Law forbids a hard hearted Souldier'to doe unto 
his enemy upon fuch termes. Many fuch comfortable words did he fpeak unto us 3 and 
told us further that the Provinciall had been much cenfurcd by the Criolian party for 
entertaining of Peter Borallo 3 and that now they would ftir worfe feeing four more 
come to weaken their faftion* and therefore hee defired to bee well advifed concerning 
us, and to carry our bufineffe with fuch difcretion,as might g’velictle offence to thofe 
who were apt to judge and cenfure the beft of all his aftions. And finally hee did af- 
fure us, that wee fhould never bee fent back as prifoners to Mexico by the Provinciall, 
who in cafe hee could not entertaine us in Cbiapa, or Guatemala, would further us 
with all his favour, and friends, and money in our purfes to return againe to Spain. 
Thefe reafons were heart fainting Cordials unto us, and ftomack preparatives to a 
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g;ood dinner, to which by the found of a bell wee were invited. When wee came in, 
theloving,fmiling,and fatherly couritenance of the good Provincial! did chcar us more 
then allthecheare that waited for us upon the table in feverall difhes, all which werq 
feafoned to our palates with the fauce of the comfort, which the Provincials meffenger 
had brought untotis in the (hady Orange walke in the garden. The great provilioii 
offilhand flelb, with fruits arid fweet meats were yet to us a ftrong argument that wee 
werevery welcome} for what wee fed on that day, might well become a Noble mans 
Table • Befides in many paflages of our difccurfe wee perceived that good old Alvarez 

his heart was overjoyed with our comming to him. Dinner being ended the Provin¬ 
ciall defired to play a gameatTables with us round about, faying hee would not Win 
our money, becaufe hee judged us poore after fo long a journey. But thus hee fetled 
the game and fport; thatifhedid win,wefhould fay for him five Pater andfive 
Ave Maries ^ but if weewun, wee fhould win our admittance, and Incorporation in¬ 
to that Province. This fport pleafed us well, for cur winnings wee judged would be ^ 
to us more profitable at that time* then to Winne pounds, andcur Joofings we valued 
not; befides wee were confident all went well with us, when from the favour of the 
Dice, wee might challenge that favour which with many weary jourrieys Wee had 
come to feck above foure hundred miles. The fport began , and wee young blades 
taking one byoneourturnes were too hard for the old man, who(as wee perceived) 
would willingly bee the lofer, thatfiis Very Jofles might fpeak unto us what through 
policy and diferetion hee would not Utter with words. Yet wee boldly challenged 
our winnings, which asfbone as wee had ended our game were now furely con¬ 
firmed unto u* by the returne of an Indian meffenger, who that morning had 
been fent to the City of Cbiapa for advice and counfell from the Prior and the chiefe 
of the Cloifter concerning our difpofaI,and now was returned with an anfwer from the 
Prior, who in his letter expreffed great joy unto the Provinciall for our comming, 
and fo from the reft of the Seniors of the Cloifter, and did earneftly begge of the Su- 
periour, that hee would fend us to him to bee his gueffe, for that cur cafe had beene 
hisownefome ten yeers before, for heehadalfoat Mexico forfaken his company to 
Thilippinaiy and fled to Guatemala, where for his learning and good parts hee had 
been as a ftranger much envied by the Criolian fa&ion. but now hee hoped hee 
fhould havefome to fide with him againft fuch asfpighted and maligned him. Old Al¬ 
varez was much taken with his letter, and told us hee muft pay what hee bad loft, and 
that the next day he would fend us to Ckiapa9 there to abide untill heetooke further 
care of us, to fend us to other parts of the Country ,tolearne the Indian languages,that 
wee might preach unto them. This difccurfe being ended weebetookeour felves again 
to the Garden which fmelled more of comfort then before dinner, and to our fbady 
walks which now offered us a fafer protection then they haddonein the forenoone, 
countenancing that protection which we had gained from the Provinciall. 

Here we began to praife God,who had looked upon us in our low eftate, not forget- 
tingthe wife and politick Provinciall , who though hee had loft his games for our 
comfort, wee would not hee fhould lofe oUr prayers, which there wee offered up to 
God for his health and fafety. And fo till fupper time wee continued our difccurfe in 
the Garden fuller of mirth and pleafant jefts ? then wee had done before dinner,fnatch- 
ing now and then at the Oranges and Lemmons, which were there both fowre and 
fweet, eating of fome, andcaftingfome oneatanother,butefpecially at him w ho had 
wifhed himfelfe with Calvo drefting his rufty Bacon,whom we drived to beat out of the 
garden by force of Orange and Lemmon bullcts5 which fport we continued the more 
willingly, becaufe wee perceived the good Provinciall flood behind a Lattice in a Bal¬ 
cony beholding us, andrejoycing to fee our hearts fo light and merry. Wee had 
no fooner beat Calvo his friend out of the garden, when the bell to fupper founded a 
retreat to us all, and called os again to meet our beft friend Alvarez, who had fur- 
nilhedusa Table againe like that at noone. After fupper hee told us that the next mor¬ 
ning hee would fend us to Chiapa, for that the Prior had writ unto him he would meet 
usirithe way with aBreakfaft at a Towne called St. Philip; wherewith wee conceited 
very highly of our felves to fee that Provincialls and Priors were fo forward to feaft 
us. Yet before we went to bed, the Provinciall would try rgain ? game at Tables with 
every one of us, to fee if now hee could beat us that had been too hard for him at noon. 
The matter of our game was now altered, and what we played for was this 5 if the Pro¬ 

vincial! 
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vinciali wun, wee were to bee his piifaner$,(whichmy(lery wee underftood not till the 
next day, for the old man was crafty and Politick, and Knew bee could winne of us 
when he lifted, for hee was an excellent gamefter at Tables) but if wee Wun of him, 
hee was to give us a box of Ckocalatte, which was a.drinke wee liked very well. The 
Game went on, and wee every one of us one by one were Jo (e.s, yec underftood not 
how wee (hould bee his prifoners,but flighted our lodes. Yet for all this the merry 
Provincial told us, hee was Tory wee had loft, and wished wee might never bee prifon- 
eis toaworfe enemiethen hee; and that wee (hould perceive it, hee would corn-fart 
us each one as a prifoner with a box of ChocoUtte,, to drinke for his fake, and to com¬ 
fort our hearts, when mo ft wee (hould find them difcomforted for our lodes. Wee un- 
derftoodnot his meaning dll the next day at noone, but thought it was a left and a 
word of fport and mirth, like many fuchlike which in his difcourfe had come from 
him. 

With this weetooke our leaves, and went tobed with light and herry hearts. In 
the morning two Mules of the Provinciall and two of his Companion were fadJedfor 
us, and at leaft a dozen Indians on borfe back waited for us to conduct us up a ftcepy 
hill and through woods to the Towne of St. Philip. After our breakfaft the good Pro - 
vinciallirabractdus, and bad us farewell, defiring us to pray for him; and not to bee 
difcouraged by any thing that might befall us, aduring us hee wifhed us very well,and. 
would doe what lay in his power for our good • yet fo, that hee muft ufe policy and 
diicretion to flop the mouths of the Grioliansywhom hee knew hated both him and us. 
Thus we departed with Waits and Trumpets founding before us,which rebounded an 
Echo all the way up the hill from us to old Alvarez whom we had left in a low bottome 
compared about with hils on every fide. Wee had no fooner afcended up to the top of 
the Mountaine,when we difcovered a little Valley, and in it the City of Chiapa of the 
Spaniards; with two or three (mail Villages,of which one was St. Philip at the bottom 
of the Mountaine,which we were to defcend. The Trumpets which ftill went found¬ 
ing before us were a fufficient and loud Alarme to St. Philips Inhabitants of our com¬ 
ing. and a Warning for the fpeedier hafteningof our (econd breakfaft, for the which 
the cold morning aire ("which wee found fomewhat piercing upon the Mountaine} 
had whetted and through prepared ourftomacks. We had not got down the Moun¬ 
taine halfeamile, when wee met with a matter of twenty gallant Indians on horfe- 
back with their trumpeters founding before them,and behind them came upon a (lately 
Mule the Prior of Chiapa, (whole name was Father JobnBaptifl') a merry fat Fryer, 
who calling us his brethren fugitives from Philippine, told us wee were welcome to 
that country,and to him e(pecially,and that in the next St.Philip he would (hew us bet¬ 
ter (port, then any St.Philip in all the Philippine Iflands could have (hewed us, if wee 
had gone thither. Thus with a pleafant difcourle, and many merry conceits from 
the good Prior wee foone came downe the hill, where the whole Village oiSt.Philip 

waited for us both men and women,(ome prelenting unto us nofegaies, others hurling 
Pv.ofesand other flowers in our faces, others dancing before us all along the ftreet, 
which wasftrowed with herbes and Orange leaves, and adorned with many Arches 
made with flowers and hung with garlands for us to, ride under untill wee came to the 
Church, where for halfeanhoure wee were welcomed with the bell: mufickfrom the 
City of Chiapa, which the Prior had hired to come with him to entertaine us. Our 
Mufiek being ended 9 fat Father JohnBapiifl flood up and made a (hortfpeech unto 
the Indians, giving them thankes for their kind and pompous entertainment of us 
hisfpeciall friends, and that their foules might gaine by it, hee granted unto them 
aplenary indulgence of all theirfinnes pad tobee gained by as many of them as (hould 
vifit that Church the next Lords Day ei ther before or afternoon. And thus from the 
Altar wee went unto ourbreakfafting Table,which was furnifhed with many well Tea'* 
foned difhes of fait and well peppered and fpiced meats, all fit to make us relifh better 
a cup of Sfanijh Pier Ximeny which the Prior had provided for us. After our fait meats, 
came fnch rare and exquifite forts of fweet meats made by John Baptift his bell devoted 
Nuns of Chiapa, tbatthelike wee had not feen from St. Johnde Vlhna to that place. 
Thefe were to prepare our ftomacksfor a Cup of Chocolatte, with the which we end¬ 
ed our breakfall.But wliilft all this was gallantly performed by the Prior,it was a hard 
Puddle unto us, what hee often repeated unto us faying,Brethren break your faft well, 
for your dinner will be the meaneft as ever yee did eate in your lives, and now enjoy, 
this fweet liberty which will not laftlong unto you. Wee obferved the w’ords, but 
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knew not what to make of them, till wee came unto the Cloifter. After our bieakfaft 
the Indians (hewed us a little fport in the Market place, running races on hoi fe-back, 
and playing at Iaegode Canna's-, which is to meet on horfeback, with broad Targets 
todefend their heads and (houlders while parting by they hurleCane?,or darts one at a- 
nother, which thole Indians afted with great dexterity.. 

Thus the good Prior of Ckiapa feafted us, and permitted us to injoy cur liberty as 
long as it feemes it had beene agreed upon by letters between him and the Provincial], 
which was till it might be dinner time in the Cloifter of Chiapa, where wee were to bee 
before noone. The time drew neere, and we had from St. Philip to the City of Chiapa 

fometwoEnglifh milestoride; Wherefore the Prior commanded our Mules to bee 
brought; thewaitsand tiumpetsgavewarningtotheTownofourdeparture; andfo 
with many horfemen , with dances, Mufick and ringing of Bells wee were as 
ftately and joyfully conduced out of the Town, as wee had beenindufted intoic. 
At the firft halfe miles end the Prior gave thankes unto the Indians, and de- 
fired them to return, the Cloifter being neer where wee expefted another kinde of 
entertainment, not ufing in the City and Cloifter that pon’pe and ftate, which 
in the Country might bee allowed. The Indians tooke their leaves of us • and on we 
Went with onely two as guides before us. Within halfe a mile ofthe City,the Prior 
and a companion of his flopped, and tooke out of his pocket an order from the Pro- 
vinciall,which he read unto us, tothiseffed, That whereas wc hadforfaken our law- 
full Superior Ca vo in the way to Philippine, and w ithout his licence had come unto 
the Province of Chiapa^ hee could not in confidence butinfliftfome puniftmenc upon 
us before he did enable us to abide there as members under him;therefore hee did tti i ft- 
ly command the Prior of Chiapa, thatasfoone as wee fhould enter into his Cloifter, 
heefhould (hut us up two by two in cur chambers, as in prifons, forthree daics, net 
fuffering us to goe out to any place, fave onely to the publick place of reftdion (called 
RefeftoryJ where all the Fryers met together to dine and fup, where at ncontimewe 
were to prefent our felves before all the Cloifters fitting upon the bare ground,and there 
to receive no other dinner,but only bread and watcr5but at fupper we might have in our 
chambers,or Prifons, what the Prior would be pleafed to allow us. This was the Pe¬ 
nance enjoined upon us by the wife and cunning Provincial!. This newes at the firft 
was but fowre fawce, or a dry Poftpaft after a double fumptuous breakfaft; it was a 
dolefull ditty tousafterourMufick, and dances, to heare of a treble faft after our feaft; 
to heare ofimprifonment after fo great liberty. We now began foremen berthe Pro- 
vincialls winnings at Tables the night before , and the myftery thereof» and be¬ 
gan to thinke how comfortable his boxes of Cbocolatte would be unto us after a meale 
of bread and water. Now wee called to minde the (hort dinner the Prior had told us 
at Sc .Philips wee were like to have that day, and of the liberty hee bad us then make 
much of. But the good Prior feeing us fad upon a fuddaine, and our countenances 
changed, fmiled upon us, wifhing us not to thinke the worfe of him, nor of the Pro¬ 
vincial! , who did that out of Policy,and to flop the Crioliansmouths,whomhe knew 
would murmur,if no punilhment were inflifted Upon us. Heeaffured us, after our im- 
prifonment, of honours and preferments, and that as long as wee were with him, wee 
fhould want no incouragement. and that after a bread and water dinner heecould fend 
us to our chambers a Supper,that fhould ftrongly fupport our empty ftomack?,and furre 
and line them well for the next foure and twenty houres. With thefe incouragements 
on wee went to the Cloifter of Chiapa, where wee were welcomed by molt of the Fry¬ 
ers, but in fomefew wee noted a ft owning and difaffefted countenance. We were no 
fooner conduced to our chambers, when the bell founded to dinner for the reft, and 
cry ed aloud to us Penance with bread and water. Downe wee wTent to the common 
dining place, and thanks being given, the Fryersfitting round the tables, wee foure 
Philippinian Jonahs ( fo feme Criolians were pleafed to term us) betook our felves to 
the middle of the Refeftory,where without culhions,ftooles, feats or forms, wee fare 
upon the bare ground crofle legged like Tailors, afting humility now for our difobedi- 
ence unto flovenly CV-yo.While the firft difh was prefented round the tables,to each of us 
wasprefented a loafeof reafonable bigneffe, and a potof pure Cryftall water, where¬ 
of wee fed and dranke moft heartily though with full ftomacks from a double breakfaft 
before. Yet even herein this publick Aft of fliame and difgrace ( which weekrew 
Was ufuall among Fryers for lefle faults then curs) we had this comfort, that we had 
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a Prior andProvinciailfor friends, and that that punifhment came from a friendly 
hand, whofeChocoIatte wee had to comfort our failing bodies j and fecondly, 
wet knew that wee Ihould have that night in our prifon chambers a better* 
(upp r than any of thofe before us , who fed upon their three or foure diflies. 
But thirdly, it was our comfort that at that very time a Criolian Frier alfb fate upon 
the ground with us ( of whofe company we had been informed by fome friends be¬ 
fore wee went into the refectory ) lorfomelove letters which had been intercepted be» 
tween him and a Nun of that City, tending to much uncivility , and breaking their 
oathof profeffedchaftity. But when I perceived this Frier to looke difcontentedly 
upon us, I choie my place as neerunto him as Icould, and hearing him mutter with¬ 
in hi mfelfe again ft us, calling us diibbedient Pbilippinian ‘Jonah, I foftly and friend¬ 
ly (poke unto him with thele two following Hexameters,which fuddenly came unto my 
mind about his raifdemeanor. 

Si Moniulu Amor te lurpia feribere fecit, 
Ecce tibi frigid£ prebent medteamina lymph £. 

But my good neighbour Inuffing and puffing at my fuddain mule, feemed to be more 
difeontented then before, and would iaine withdraw himfelfe by degrees from mee, 
not riling up (tor that was not law!ull to doe till dinner had been ended ) but wrigling 
his elbowes and fhouldcrs fcornefully from me, whom in like manner 1 followed, clea¬ 
ving friendly to him with this verfe, 

Solamen mij'ero eft focios retimre Panettts, 
Hee thought I followed him to fteale away his loafe from him. This new 

found word, Panettes9 had almoft choaked him, had not hee made ule of 
the raedicinall water which flood before hinijof the which he dranke a good draught, 
whereby I perceived his courage again ft me and my friends was tamed, and I told him, 
I hoped his burning wanton love was cooled. 

Thus with my Criolian neighbours company my bread and water went down cheer¬ 
fully ; and dinner being ended, we were again condufted to our chambers, where 
we dranke a cup of old Alvarez his Cbocolatle. The Caftilian Friers flocked unto our 
prifons, fometo talkewith us, (ome bringing us conlerves and (weet-meats* others 
other dainties^ which they had prepared to hclpe our digeftion of bread and cold wa¬ 
ter. My fuddain verfes to my Criolian neighbour were prefently noyled about the 
Cloifter,and were the chiefe fubjeft of our taike that afternoonc. Our (upper was pro¬ 
vided for us according to the promile and generous (pirit of the Prior, who alfo ho¬ 
noured our prifon that night with his owne and two other Friers company fupping 
with us all in one chamber tDgether. And thus wepafted our three daies of imprifon- 
ment merrily and contentedly, wilhing we might never (uflFer harder ufageinany prifon 
then we had done in this, which was not to us fuch a punifhment as did bring with it 
the privation of any liberty of enjoying the company of friends, of feafting with 
them, but onely the privation of the liberty of ourlegsto walke about thole three 
daies; and this rather an eafe then a punilhment, for that we wanted rather reft, then 
much llirring after fo long and tedious a journey as we had compafled from Mexico thi¬ 
ther. We were no foonerfet at liberty, but we prefently found the Provincial! and 
Prior ready todifpofeof usfo, that in lieu of our imprifonment we might receive 
honor and credit. Two were fent into the Country to learne lome Indian language, 
that fo they might be beneficed and preach unto the Indians. My lelfe and another de* 
fired to goe farther to Guatemala, that there we might pra&ife Philofophy and Divi¬ 
nity in the famous Univerfitie of that City. Nothing that we defired was denied un¬ 
to us, onely rhe time was thought not fit untill Michaelmas, becaulethen the fchooles 
were renewed, and new Orders letlf d. In the meane time the Provinciall having aUb 
heard of my verfes rx tempore to the Criolian Frier,and knowing that the Latin tongue 
is better grounded in England then among the Spaniards (who abule poore Prifcian and 
daily breake his pate with foolifhfoloecifmesj and confidering the want hee had of a 
Mailer of the Latine tongue to fupply a Lefture of Grammar and Syntax to the 
youthes of Chiapa in a Ichoole in that Cloifter,which brought a fufficient yeerly ftipend 
unto the Covent, defired me to accept of that place untill fuch time as he Ihould take 
care to fend me to Guatemala, promifing me all incouragements in the meane time fit¬ 
ting, and that I {hould when I would go about to fee the Gountry( which I much defi¬ 
red) and alfo that out of thelchoole annuity I (hould have my allowance for bookes, 
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and other neceffaries. I could not but accept of this good offer; and fo wi th this un- 
ploytnent I remained in that City from dprid to the end of September , where I was 
much efteemed of by theBilhopandGovernour,. but efpecially by the Prior , who 
would never ride about the Country for his recreation,but he would take me with him, 
whereby I had occafion to note concerning theProvmce, riches, commodities, and 
government of Chiapa, what in the enfuing Chapter I lliall faithfully commend unto 

the preffe. 

CHAP. XV. 

Veferibingthe Countrey of Chiapa, with the chiefefi Townes and Comma- 

dities belonging unto it. 
Hough Cbiapa in the opinion of the Spaniards be held to be one of the pooreft 
Qountrjes 0f America becaufe in it as yet there have been no mines duco- 

; Vered nor golden fands found in the rivers,nor any haven upon the South-fea, 
-- whereby commodities are brought in and carried out,as to Mexico, Guaxaca 

and Guatemalayetl may fay it exceedeth moft Provinces in the greatnelsand beauty of 
fair Towns, and yeeldech to none except it be to Guatemalai- nay it furpaireth all the reft 
of America in that one, and famous and moft populous Towne of Cbiapa ot the Indi¬ 

ans. And it ought not to be fomuch flighted by the Spaniards as it is, if they would 
looke upon it as handing between Mexico and Guatemala, whofe ftrength might be all 
Americas ftrength, and whofe weakened may prove dangerous toall that fioim- 
fhing Empire, for the eafy entrance into it by the river of Tabafco, or tor its necr joy- 
ning and bordering unto Jucatan. Befides, the commodities in it are fuch as doe up¬ 
hold a conftant trading and commerce amongft the inhabitants themlelves,and with o- 

ther neighbouring Countries, and from no one part of America doth Spain* get more 
Cocbinil then from one of the Provinces of Cbiapa • the Townes alfo being great and 
populous, by their yeerly pole tribute do adde much to the King of Spaines reve- 

mThis Country is divided into three Provinces, to wit, Cfnapa^Zeldalts, and'Zopen 

whereof Chiapa it (elfe is the pooreft. This containes the great Towne of Cbiapa of 
the Indians, and all the Townes and farmes North-ward towards Maquilapa, and 
Weft-ward the Priory of Comitlan, which hathfome ten Townes, and many tarmes 
of Cattle Horfes, and Mules fubjeft unto it* and neighbouring unto it ueth the great 
valley of Capanabaftla, which is another Priory reaching towards Soconuzco.Ihis val- 
ley slorieth in the great river, which hath its fpringfrom the mountains aSkdCudm. 
Jatlanes, and runneth to Chiapa of the Indians, and from thence to TaUfio. It is alfo 
famous for the abundance of filh, which the river yeeldeth, and the great ftore ot Cat- 
rell which from thence minifter food and provilion both to the City of Chapa, and to 
all the adjacent Townes. Though Chiapa the City, and Comitlan as (landing upon the 
hils, bee exceeding cold, yet this valley lying low is extraordinary hot,and from May 

to Michaelmas is fubjeft to great ftormes and tempells of thunder and lightning. 1 he 
head Towne where the Priory Hands, is called Copanabaflla, confiding of above eight 
hundred Indian inhabitants. But greater than this is lzyumtenannit the end ot the 
valley and at the foot of themountaines of Cucbumatlanes Southward. And yet bigger 
then this is the Towne of St.'S artbolomerv Northward at the other endl of the valley, 
which in length is aboutfourty miles, and ten or twelve onely in breadth. All the relt 
of the Townes lie towards Soconuzco, and are yet hotter and more fubjedUo thunder 
and lightning,as drawing neerer unto the South-fea coaft.Befides the abundance otcat- 
tell, the chicle commoditie of this valley confifteth in Cotton-wooll, whereof are 
made fuch ftore of mantles for the Indianr wearing,that the Merchants far and neer come 
for them. They exchange them to Soconuzco and Xucbutepe^ues for Cacao , whereby 
they are well ftored of that dfinke. So that the inhabitants want neither filh 
which>hey have from the river ) nor flefti ( for that the valley abounds with 
Cattell ) nor clothing ( for of that they fpare to others^ nor bread , though not ot 
whear, for there growes none 5 but Indian Maiz they have plenty^of; and bebdes they 
are exceedingly ftored with fowlcs and Turkeys, fruits, Hony, Tobacco and Sugar- 
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canes. Neither is mony here nor in Chiapa lb plentiful! as in Mexico and Guaxaca- and 
whereas there they reckon by Patacones, or pieces of Eight; here they reckon by 
Toftones which are but halfe Patacones. Though the river be many waies profitable 
to that valley, yet itiscaule of many difafters to the inhabitants, who lole many 
times their children, and their Calves and Colts drawing neereto the water-fide, where 
they are devoured by Cay manes, which are many and greedy of flelh, by realbn of the 
many prizes they have got. The City of Chiapa Real, is one of the ineaneft Cities in 
all America, conlifting of not above four hundred houlholders and about an 
hundred houfes of Indians joyningto the City, and called el barrio de los lndios^wbo 
have a Chappell by themfelves. In this City there is no Parifh Church, but onely the 
Cathedrall, which is mother to all the inhabitants. Befides, there are two Cloifters,one 
of Dominicans, and the other of Francifcans, and a poore Cl oilier of Nuns, which 
are burdenfome enough to that City. But the Jefuites having-got no footing there 
(who commonly live in the richeft and wealthieft places and Cities) is a fufficient ar¬ 
gument of either the poverty of that City, or of want of gallant parts , and prodi¬ 
gality in the gentry, from whole free and generous Ipirits they like Horfe-leeches are 
dill fucking extraordinary and great almes for the Colledges where they Iive5 but here 
the Merchants are dole handed, and the Gentlemen hard, and (paring,wanting of wit 
and Courtiers parts and bravery, and fo poore Chiapa is held no fit place for Jeluices* 
The Merchants chiefe trading there is in Cacao, Cotton-wool from the adjacent parts 
of the Country, in Pedlers fmall wares, and in lome Sugar from about Chiapa of the 
Indians, in a little Cocbinilh for commonly the Governour ( whole chiefe gaine confi- 
fteth in this) will not fuffer them to be too free in this commoditie, left they hinder 
his greedy traffique. Thele have their Ihops all together in a little Market-place before 
the Cathedrall Church, built with walkes and Porches, under which the poore Indian 
wives meet at five a clock at evening to lell what flap and druggesthey can prepare moft 
cheape for the empty Criolian ftomackes. The richer fort of thele Merchants go and 
fend yet further to Tabafco for wares from Spaine, fuch as wines, Linnen cloth,Figs, 
Raifins, Olives, andiron, though in thefecommodities they dare not venture too 
much, by reafon the Spaniards in that Country are not very many, and thole that are 
there,are fuch as are loath to open their purfes to more then what may fuffice nature. So 
that what are Spanijh commodities are chiefly brought for the Friers who are the belt 
and jovialleft blades of that Countrcy. TheGentlemen of Chiapa are a by-word 
all about that Country, fignifying great Dons ( dones, gifts or abilities I Ihould fay} 
great birth, phantafticke pride, joyned with fimplicicy, ignorance, mifery and penu¬ 
ry. Thefe Gentlemen will lay they delcend from fome Dukes houfe in Spain, and im¬ 
mediately from the firft Conquerors; yet in carriage they are but clownes, in wit, a- 
bilitics, parts and difcourleas (hallow brained, as a low brooke, whofe waters are 
fcarce able to leap over a pibble ftone; any fmall reafon foone tries and tires their weak 
braine, which is eafily at a ftand when lenleis propounded,and Aides on fpeedily when 
non-fenfe carrietb the ftreame. The chiefe families in this City, are named, Cortez, 
Solis, yelafeo, Toledo, Zerna, and Mendoza. One of thele, who was thought the 
chiefe in my time, called VonMelchor deVelafco^one day fell into dilcourfe with mee 
concerning England, and our Englijh nation, and in the belt, moft ferious and judici¬ 
ous part of his Don-likc conference, asked me whether the lun and moone in Eng¬ 
land xvere of the fame colour as in Chiapa,and whether English men went barefoot like 
the Indians, and facrificed one another as formerly did the Heathens of that Coun¬ 
trey ? and whether all England could afford fuch a dainty as a dilh of Frixoles(which 
is the pooreft Indians daily food there, being black and dry Turkey or French beanes 
boyled with a little biting Chille or Indian pepper with garlicke, till the broath be¬ 
come as black as any Inke) And whether the women in England went as long with 
child, as did the Spanijh women} And laftly,whether the Spanijh nation were not a 
farre gallanter nation then the Englijh > When I perceived my Don ran farther and 
farther into his Ample and foolifhqueftions, I cut him offfuddenly,telIing him, Sir,It 
is long fines I came out of England,\f you give me leave to recoiled my memory,1 will 
anfiverfome of thefe your hard queftions the next time we meet (thinking hereby to 
try my Dons wit further,whether he could perceive I jeared him.)To which my Ample 
Don replyed, I pray Sir doe, and whenfoever you come,you (hall be welcome to a dilh 
of Frixoles, With this I tooke my leave of hiffl,and at our farewell, he againe defired 
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mee to ftudy well his queftions,and to return him a fpeedy aniwer, whereby I was more 
confirmed in my conceit of my 2>o»,that he was either tonto or bobofoo\t or hm?\e. Yet 
thought I my beft way to anfwer is to anfwer a fool according tohis folly,and fo refolved 
within two or three daies to return unto him fome fimple anfwer according to his fimple 
and foolifh queftions. Therefore fpecdily I fingled out a good occafion of meeting with 
him at his own houfe, who welcomed me with much Spanijb gravity,and fitting down 
before Donna Angela, his painted wife and Angel; began to anfwer, or more to jeer his 
DonJbipA began with the Sun and Moon,telling him that they were planets, & had their 
fpeciall influences upon feverall nations, as all planets have upon mans body. And fo 
they did (hew themlelves according to the inclination of the people of feverall King- 
domes. And therefore as the Spaniards were much inclined to Venus and to beauty,and 
not contenting themfelves with thenaturajlbeauty of their faire Ladies, would yet 
have Art add to nature by the skill and ufe of the beft painting colours; fo thefe glo¬ 
rious planets of the Sun and Moon among the Spaniards, and efpeciallyin Cbiapa, 

(hewed themfelves moft comely, bright, glorious and beautifull, working the like in¬ 
clination to beauty upon, and in al [Spaniards. My inftance was in the land of the 
Blackmores, where I told them that their bodies were black, and that among them 
the Sun appeared with a dark and fad vifage. Here my Don cried out; An excellent 
example. I gave him yet a fecond inftance from the Eclipfe of the Sun ; which being 
cclipted, made all the Earth, mens faces and bodies leemeof adarke, or yellow co¬ 
lour tofhew the proportion or fy mpathy of fublunary odies to that high and overmafte- 
ring plnet.To this that good Den replyed-Jennor no fe puede decirmas,fir,nothing can be aft- 
fwered orfaid more or better. Vengamos agora a IngalatierraJLtt us draw now to England. 
To which I anfwered him, that in England the Sun and Moon appeared halfc yeer 
of one colour, and half of another • for the women one half yeer it appeared as in 
Spain and Cbiapa, beautifull and glorious, for that naturally without painting they 
veelded to none in beauty. But the other half yeer it appeared as red as blood,or fear- 
let* and the reafon might eafily bee guefledat, for that no Nation is more warlik and 
high fpirited then the Englijh, whofe very clothes were fiery, wearing more fcariet then 
any nation in the World • as hee might perceive by their coming fo much with their 
Blips to the Indian Coafts to fight with the Spaniards • and that as they delighted to 
goeinred, and to bee like the Sun, fo naturally they were brought to thofe Seas 
to fingle out fuch (hips as from America carried the rich Commodity of CocbiniU, where¬ 
of they make more ufe then Spain it felfe to die their cloaths and Coats withall. Here 
ray Don jogged his head, and replyed; Sir, I thought no nation had been folike the 
Sun as the Spaniards 5 for I have read that when our Anceftors came to conquer thefe 
parts, the Indians called them, bijos dclSoljhuh, fonsoftheSun, being comely and 
gallant,and more like the Sun then any other people. To this I anfwered him. Sir, no 
doubt but you are like the Sun here, and none more glittering and bright, your very 
hatbands (hining with Pearls and Diamonds like the brightnefie of the Sun; But as I 
faid before the Blackmores are like their Sun,fo l fay,the Englijh is like their Sun,which 
is red, and fo doe and will affeft to wear Scarlet, as long as any CocbiniU is to be found 

in the India’s* , „ , , f, , . 
Now Von Melcbor began to underftand mee, and told mee, never man had 

fatisfied him with better reafons then my fe If. Hee thanked mee heartily, and 
told mee, hee thought no Gentleman in could lellfo well as himfelf now why 
the Englijh (hips came fo much upon their Coafts; and that my difeourfe had fatisfied 
him to the full. Hee defired mee to'goe on to his other queftions. To his fecond de¬ 
manding whetherthe Englijh went barefoot like the Indians, I told him I thought 
that the Count of Gondomar, (who had been many yeers Ambafladour from Spain in 
England) had fatisfied all the Spaniards that doubt,who coming from England to Ma¬ 

drid, and being there asked by lome Courtiers, whether London was as big as Madrid, 
and as well peopled*,he made anfwer, that hee thought there was fcarce a hundred left 
in London. Hee proved it from the ufe and cuftome of his own Countrymen of Spain*, 
who when they are to make a journey, (hew themfelves two or three daies before in 
colours, walking with boots and fpurs, that their friends may take notice that they are 
departing out of the Towne or City. So faid the Count of Gondomar, I think by this 
there are very few People in London ; for when I came from thence I left them all 
almoft in cloaths of colours, bowed andlpurred as ready to depart and take fome 

journey 
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ourney. Andtruely my Dm (quoth l) your owne Count hath aniWered for mee- 
yet I fay, the‘.Englifb are fo farre from going barefoot, that they goe booted, and 
are all in a readmefle to move out ol-England for any noble and generous deligne • but a 
bove all they are (till ready for America, where they know is (lore and abundance 
of Hydes to make them Bootes to cover the barenefie of their legges, that theyrmy 
not be fufpefted to be like bare-footed Indians. Here Won Mdchor reply ed , I pray 
fir, when they come by Sea to thefe parts doe they come alio booted and 
fpurred ? For I fhould thinke, when they fight, their fpurs fhould hinder them. 

To this his doubt I anfwered firft,as concerning fpurres in the (hips, with theexam- 
°f h‘u and°/ thebeft divines in Spain, living in my time in 

Vtuaaohdj' called MatJIro Ntmno , (Reader of Divinicy in the Colledge of St. Gre¬ 

gory, but in his carriage and experience in the World a finiple noddy ) who be¬ 
ing invited by a Noble man to goe with him in his Coach out of the City a mile 
or two to a garden of recreation,went haftily about the Colledge to borrow boots and 
fpurs; and when he had put them or*, being asked whither he went,and why he put on 
boots and fpurs, anfwered that he was to goe in a Coach out of the City,and that hee 
thought the Coach and Mules would want fpurs to goe and come the fooner.Even fo my 
Z>0w(quotR I)the Engl/fi men come booted and fpurred in their (hips,to make their (hips 
fai! on the fwifter. And this is the reafon why the Englifb (hips faile fafter,and when they 
are in fight turn about quicker then a Galeon,becau(e they are (purred & kicked 
within.O fir,l humbly thank you (/aid Von Melcbor)$ox that by your difcourfe now I 
know the truth of what indeed I have often heard fay, that the Englifb (hips are 
nimbler,and quicker at Sea then our heavy Galeons. Now as for fighting the Englifb 
mens fpursffaid I)are no hinderance to them,but rather a great advantage. For they 
fight with weapons, with their hands and with their feet, wherein they exceed the 
Spaniards j for when they have (hot with their peeces, or cut down with their fwords 
any enemy, or knocked him with their holbards,then with their feet andfpurres they 
fall upon him, and fo foone rid him out of the way, that hee may no more rife un 
againit them. All you have told mee (faid the wife Velazco ) (lands with fo much 
reafon, that my judgment is convinced by you. As for eating and facrificing one 
another like the Indians (I told him) that the Englifb filled their betties fo well with 
fat Beef and Mutton, fowles, Rabbits, Partridges and Pheafants, that they had no 
ftomacke at all to roans flefh. And that truly for frixoles drefled with garlick, that 
onely datntie difh was wanting in England} and that for Garlick, three rcafons 
mqyed the Engltfb not to bee lavifliing of that little they had5 firft, for feare they 
fhould want it for their horfes drenches; Secondly, for that they felt not themfelves 
lo much troubled with the wind, nor puffed up with windy and vaine conceits as 
other nations did 5 but thirdly and chiefly they refrained from it among them- 
felves, that they might notfmell of it, and that bythe fentandfmellof itafarre 
ofi at Sea they might when they came to the Coaft of America, fmell out a Spanifh 

fhip, and know it from a Hollander. Here my Don Melchor fell into admiration, at 

urmg mee hee had never heard more folid rcafons from any man. Alas poore 
Criohan ofCbupa (thought I) if I had fpoken fenfe, thy (hallow braine had not 
beeneable to have leaped over it, but after non-fenfe thou art eafily carried away. 
As tor his laft queftion, I told him that was above my reach, for that poore Fryers 
ought not to meddle with women, neither had my mother ever told mee how lone 
fbee went with mee. But how ever if Vmna Angela would tell mee how lone (hee 
went with her children,! would by the conftellations of the Heavens fearch out againft 
our next meeting,how long the English women went with their children. To this mV 
Don Melchor anfwered that he would not trouble me to ftudy what he thought was not 
betonging to my profeffiombut he knew that if I would ftudy that or any other hard & 
difhcult pomt,l could gtve him more & better fatisfaffion then any fcholar in that City. 

• And thus( Reader)by this Don Mdchor, wit and ability would I have thee judge of 
the Gentlemen Criolians or natives of Chief a; and yet as prefumptuons they are and 
arrogant, as if me noblell blond in the Court of Madrid ran through their veines. It 
is a common thing amongft them to make a dinner only with a difh of Frixoles in black 
broath boyled with pepper and garlicke, (kyingitisthemoftnourilhingmeat in all 
the India s; and after this fo (lately a dinner they will be fure to come out to the ftreet- 

doreot theirhoufestofeeandtobefeen, and there for halfe an houre will they (land 
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fhaking off the crums of bread from their cloaths, bands ( but eipecially from their 
ruffes when they ufed them ) andfrom their muftachoes. And with their tooth-pic¬ 
kers they will hand picking their teeth, as if fome fmall Partridge bone ftuck in them5 
nay if a friend paffe by at that time, they will be fure to find out fome crum or other 
in their muftacho ( as if on purpofe the crums of the table had been fhaken upon their 
beards, that the loffeof them mightbe a gaining of credit for great houfe keeping) 
and they will be fure to vent out fome non-truth, as to fay, A Semr que linda perdiz 

he comido oy, O Sir, what a dainty Partridge have I eat to day, where as they picke 
out nothing from their teeth but a black husk of a dry frixole or Turkey bean.Though 
great in blood and in birth they fay they are, yet in their imployments they are but 
rich Grafiers, for moll of their wealth confifteth in farmes of Cattell and .Vules. 
Some indeed have Townes of Indians fubjeft unto them, whereof they are called En- 
comendero’s, and receiveyeerly from every Indian a certaine Pole tribute of fowles 
andmony. They have moft cowardly fpirits for warre, and though they will fav, 
they would faine lee Spam, yet they dare not venture their lives at fea; they judge 
fleeping in a whole skin the beft maxime for their Criolian fpirits. One hundred figh¬ 
ting fouldiers would eafily layilow thofe Chiapa Demand gain the whole Cjty, which 
lyeth fo open to the fields,that the Mules and Affes come in and grafe, the ftreets being 
very commodious to entertain Affes from withi n,and from without. Yet in this City li- 
veth coitemonly a Governour,or Alcalde Major,and aBiftop.The Governours place is 
of no fmall efteem and intereft,for that his power reacheth farre, and he tradeth much 
in Cacao and Cochinil3and domineers over both Spaniards and Indians at his will and 
pleafure. But ill gotten goods never thrive, as Was feen in Don Gabriel de Orellana 

('Governour of thisCity and Countrey in my time ) who havingfent the worth pf 
eight thoufandcrownes in Cochinil, Cacao, Sugar, and Hydes by the river of TabaJ- 

co towards the Havana loft it all into the hands of the Hollanders, who doubtkffe knew 
how to make better ufe of it, then would have done that tyrannizing Governour. The 
Bilhops place of that City is worth atleaft eight thoufand duckats a yeer,which truly he 
had need of that comes fo far from Spain to live in fuch a City where are fuch able Dens, 

as Don Melcbor de Velafco^nd where Affes are fo freely fed and bred. Moft of this Bi- 
fbops revenues confifteth in great offerings which he yeerly receiveth from the great In¬ 

dian Townes, going out to them once a yeer to confirme their children, whofeconfir- 
mationisfucha means to confirme and ftrengthenthe Bifhops revenues, that none 
muft be confirmed by him who offer nota faire white Wax-candle, with a ribban and 
at leaft foure Rials. I have feen the richer fort offer him a Candle of at leaft fix pcflind 
weight with two yards of twelve penny broad ribban, and the Candle ftucke from 
the top to the bottom with fingle Rials round about. Nay the poore Indians make it 
the chiefe matter piece of their vanity to offer proudly in fuch occafions. Don Bernar¬ 

dino de Salazar wastheBifhopof this City in my time, who defired my company to 
ride with him his circuit but one tnoneth, about the Townes neer to Chiapa,and in this 
time I was appointed by him to hold the bafin wherein the Spaniards and Indians 

Cwhilft he confirmed their children ) did caft their offerings, which my felfe and a- 
nother Chaplaine did alwaies tell and caft up by good account before we carried the 
mony up into his chamber, and I found that at our returne at the moneths end he had 
received one thoufand and fix hundred duckats of onely offerings, befides the fees 
due to him for vifiting the feverall companies, or fodalities and confraternities belon¬ 
ging to the Saints or foules in their purgatory ( which are extraordinary rich there) 
whereof he and all other Bifhops in their diftrift take account yeerly. This Bilhop was 
( as all thereft are there ) fomewhat covetous; but oiherwife a man of a temperate 
Ufe and converfation, very zealous to reforme whatfoever abufes committed in the 
Church, which coft him his life before I departed from Chiapa to Guatemala, The wo¬ 
man of that City it feems pretend much weakeneffe and fqueamifbneffc of flomacl^ 
which they fay is fo great, that they are not able tacontinue in the Church while a 
Maffeisbriefly hudled over,much leffe whileafolemn high Mafle(asthey callit)isfung, 
and a Sermon preached, nulefie they drinke a cup of hot Chocolatte, and eat a bit of 
fweet-meats to ftrengthen their ftomackes. For this purpofe it was much ufedbythem 
to make their maids bringto them to Church in the middle of Maffecr Sermon a cup 
of Chocolatte, which could not be done to all, or m-eft of them without a great 
confufion and interrupting both Mafic and Sermon. The Bifbcp perceiving thisabufe 

and 
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and having given faire warning for the omitting of it, but aJI without amendment, 
thought fit to fixe in writing upon the Churches dores an excommunication againft all 
fuch as fhould prefume at the time of ferviceto eat or drinke within the Church. This 
excommunication was taken by all,but Specially by the Gentlewomen much to heart, 
whoprotefted if they might not eat or drinke in the Church, they could not continue 
in it to heare what otherwile they were bound unto. The chiefe of them knowing 
what great friendfhip there was between the Bifhop and the Prior, and my felfe, came 
to the Prior and mee defiring us to ufe all meanes wee could with the Bifhop for 
the revoking that his excommunication fo heavily laid upon them,and threatning their 
foules with damning judgement for the violation of it. The good Prior and my felfe 
laboured all we could ,alleadging the cuftome of theCountrey, the weakened of the 
fex whom it moft concerned, and alfo the weaknefleof their ftomackes, the contempt 
that might from them enfue unto his perfon, and many inconveniences which might 
follow to the breeding of an uproar in the church and in the City,whereof we had fome 
probable conjtfture from what already we had heard from fome. But none of thefe 
reafons would move the Bifhopj to which he anfwered that he preferred the honour of 
God, and of his houfe before his owne life. The women feeing him fo hard to be in- 
treated, began to ftomacke him the more and to fleighc him with fcornefull and re- 
proachfull words* others fleighted his excommunication , drinking in iniquity in 
the Church, as the tifh doth water, which caufed one day fuch an Uproare in the Ca¬ 
thedral!, that many fwords were drawne againft the Preifts ahd Prebends, who at¬ 
tempted to take away from the maids the cups of Chocolatte, which they brought 
unto their miftreftesj who atlaftfeeing that neither faire nor foule meanes would pre¬ 
vail with the Bifhop, refolved to forfake the Cathedrall, where the Bifhops own and \ 
his Prebends eiesmuft needs be watching over them; and fo from that time moft of 
the City betooke themfelves to the Cloitler Churches, where by the Nuns and Friers 
they were noc troubled nor refilled, though fairely counfelled to obey the command 
of the Bifhop 5 wbofe name now they could not brooke, and to whofe Prebends they 
denied now all fuch reliefe and ftipend for Mafies which formerly they had ufed to be- 
ftow upon them, conferring them all upon the Fryers who grew rich by the poor ira- 
poverifhed Cathedrall. This lafted not long, but the Bifhop began to ftomacke the 
Fryers, andtofetupanothertxcommunication,bindingallthe City to refort unto 
their owne Cathedrall Church 5 which the women would not obey, but kept their 
houfes for a whole month5 in which time the Bifhop fell dangeroufly fick,and defired 
to retire himfelfe to the Cloifter of the Dominicans,for the great confidence he had in 
the Prior that he would take care of him in his fickenefle. Phyfitians were fent for far 
and neere, who all with a joy nt opinion agreed that the Bifhop was poifoned; and he 
himfelf doubted not of it at his deaths praying unto God to forgive thofe that had been 
the caufe of it, and to accept of that facrifice of his life, which he was willing to of¬ 
fer for the zeale of Gods houfe and honour. He lay not above a week in the Cloifter, 
and as fooneas he was dead, all his body, his head and face did fo (well, that the leaft 
touch upon any part of him caufed the skin to break and caft out white matter, which 
had corrupted and overfiowneall his body. A Gentlewoman with whom I was well 
acquainted in that City , whowasnoted to beforaewhat too familiar with one of 
the Bifhops Pages, was commonly eenfured to have preferibed fuch a cup of Chocolate 
te to be miniftred by the Page which poyfoned him who fo rigoroufly had forbidden 
Chocolatte to bedrunk in the Church.My (elf heard this Gentlewoman fay of thede- 
ceafed Bi(hop,that {he thought few grieved for hisdeath,^ that the women had norea- 
fon to grieve for him, and that {be judged, he being fuch an enemy to Chocolatte in the 
Church, that which he had drunk at home in his houfe had not agreed with his body. 
And it became afterwards a Proverbe in that Country,Beware of the Chocolatte of 
Cbiapa* which made me fb cautious, that I would not drinke afterwards of it in any 
houfe, where I had not very great fatisfa&ion of the whole Family. The women of 
this City are fomewhat light in their carriage, and have learned from the Devill many 
entiling lefTons and baits to draw poore foules to finne and damnation* and if they can¬ 
not have their wiils,they wil furely work revenge either by Chocolatte or Conferves,or 
fome faire prefent, which {hall furely carry death along with it. The Gentlewoman 
that was fufpefted (nay was queftioned for the death of the Bifhop) had often ufed to 
fend me boxes of Chocolatte or confervesj which I willingly received from her, judg¬ 

ing 
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ingit to be a kind of gratuity for the paines I tooke in teaching her fin Latin.She was 
of a very merry and pleafantdifpofition, which 1 thought might ccnfift without fin- 
untill one day (he fentunto mee a very faire plantin wrapped up in a bankerchief,buri- 
ed in fweet Jazmines and rofes; when I untied the handkerchief, 1 thought among the 
flowers I ffiould find fome rich token, orfomepeeces of eight,fcut finding nothing but 
a plantin, Iwondred; and looking further upon it, I found worked upon it with a 
knife thefafoion of a heart with two of blind Cupids arrows flicking init,difcovering 
unto my heart the poifoned heart and thoughts of the poifoner that lent it.I thought 
it a good warning to be wary and cautious of receiving more prefents or Chocolatte 
from fuch hands,and fo returned unto her againe her plantin with this fhort rhyme cut 
out with a knife upon theskinne fruta tanfria, amor no cria, as much as to fay, fruit 
fo cold , takes no hold. This anfwer and refolution of mine was foone fpread over 
that little City, which made my Gentlewoman outragious, which prefently (he fkwed 
by taking away her fonne from fchoole, and in many meetings threatning to play me 
a Cbiapaneca tricke.But I remembrtd the Biffiops Chocolatte and fo was wary,and flaid 
not long after in that poifoning and wicked City, which truly deferves no better rela- 
tioa^tben what l have given of the Ample Dons, and theChocclatte-confeftioning 

Donnds. •_ 
There is yet twelve leagues from this City of Cbiapa,another Cbiapa which deferveth 

better commendations. Thisconfifteth moft of Indians, and is held to be one of the 
biggeft Indian Townes in all America, containing at leaft four thoufcnd families. This 
Townehath many privileges from the King of Spain, and is governed chiefly by In- 

dians (yet with fubordination unto the Spanijb government of the City of Cbiapa ) 
who doechoofean Indian GovcTnour with other inferiour officers to rule with him. 
This Governour may wear a rapier and dagger, and enjoyeth many other liberties 
which to the reft of the Indians are denied. No Townehath fo many Dons in it of In¬ 

dian blood as this. Von Fbilip do Guzman was Governour of it in my time,a very rich 
Indian., who kept up commonly in his ftable a dozen of as good Horfes for publike 
(hewes, and oftentation as the beft Spaniard in the Countrey. His courage was not 
inferiour to any Spaniard, and for defence of fome priviledges of his Town fued in the 
Chancery of Guatemala the proud and high minded Governour of the City off biapa, 
fpending therein great fums of money till he had overcome him, whereupon he cauftd 
a feaft to be made in the Towne, both by water and land, foftately,that truly in the 

Court ©f Madrid it might have been afted. 
This Towne lyeth upon a great river, whereunto belong many boats and Canoas, 

wherein thole Indians have been taught to aft lea-fights, with great dexterity,and 
to reprefent the Ny rnphes of Farnajfw, Neptune, Molus, and the reft of the heathenifh 
Gods and Goddeffies, fo that they are a wonder of their whole nation.They will arme 
with their boats a fiege againft the Town, fighting againft it with fuch courage til they 
make it yeeld , as if they had been trained up all their life to fea-fights. So likewife 
within the Town they areas dexterous at baiting of buls,at juego de C*nnat,*i Horfis- 
races, atarmlng aCampe, atall mannerof Spanijb dance?, inftruments, and mu» 
lick as the beft Spaniards.They will ereft Towers and Caftlesmade of wood and pain¬ 
ted cloth, & from them fight either with the boats or one againft another,with fquibs, 
darts, and many ftrange fire-works, fo manfully, that if inearneft they could per¬ 
form it as well as they do it in fport and paftime, the Spaniards and Fryers might foon 
repent to have taught them what they have. As foraftingof playe?,this is a common 
part of their folemne paftimes; and they arefo generous,thatthey nothing think too 
much to fpend in banquets & fweet-meatsupon their Friers,and neighbouring Towns, 
whenfoever they are minded to ffiew themfelves i»a publikefeaft. The Towneisvery 
rich,8c many Indians in it that trade about theCountry as the Spaniards do.They have 
learned moft trades befitting a Common-wealth, andpraftife and teach them within 
their Town. They want not any provifion offiffi or fleffi,having for the one that great 
river joyning unto their Towne, and for the other many Eftanda’s^ as they call them) 
orfarmes abounding with cattell. In this TownetheDominicanFryers bear all the 
fway, who have a rich and ftately Cloifter with another Church or Chappel fubordi- 
nateunto it. The heat here is fo great,that both Fryers and Indians commonly wear a 
linnen towel about their necks to wipe offthe conftantfwet from their faces,which ma* 
keth the Friers fit longer at their dinner then els the would do,for that at every bit they 
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eate, and draught theydrinke, they arefaineto niakeaftop to wipe their dropping 
browes. Yet the evenings are frefh and cool,which are much made of there, and Ipenc 
in the many walkesand gardins which joyne dole unto the River fide.Two or three 
leagues from the Towne, there are two Ingenids or Farmes of Sugar, the one belong¬ 
ing to the Gloifter of the Dominicans of the City of Cbiapa; the other unto the Cloi- 
fterof this Towne, which containeneer two hundred Blackmores, befides many /»- 
dtunj9 who areimployed in thatconftant worke of making Sugar for all the Coun¬ 
try. Hereabouts are bread great ftore of Mules, and excellent horfes lor any fervice. 
The Towne of Cbiapa of the Indian j, and all the Townes about it want nothing but a 
more temperate climate and cooler aire, and Wheat, which there cannot bee Towne* 
yet for Spaniards and fuch as cannot live without it, it is brought fiomCbiapa of the 
Spaniards diiid from about Comitlan; yet this is not generally acknowledged a want by 
reafbn of the great plenty of Maiz which all the Townes enjoy, and which is now 
more ufed both by Spaniards and dainty toothed Fryers then bread of Wheat. 
Yet your poore Spaniards^ and fome Indians who have got the trick of trading from 
them doegainenot a little in bringing to thefe Townes bifquets of wheaten bread y 
which though it be dry and hard,yet becaufe they are novelties to the Indians^they get 
by changing them for other commodities, efpecially of Cotton wool!, which here is 
more abounding then in the Valley of Gopanabajllau. 

Upon this Country o(Cbiapa ohhe Indians bordeieth the Province of Toques, which5 
is abfolutely the richeit part of Cbiapa. This reacheth on the one fide toTabafco, 
and by the River named GrijJva fendeth commonly the Commodities which are in it 
with fafecy unto St. John dt Vlbua, or Vera Cruz. It trafiqueth alfo with the Country 
of Jucatan by the Haven called Puerto Real, which lyeth betweene Grijalva and Juca- 
t&u. Yet thefe two, the River of Tabajco, alias Grijalva^nd Puerto Real9 though they 
bee commodious to this Province of Toques, yet they arecaufesof daily feares unto 
the Spaniards, who well know the weaknefte of them, and that if a forraine Nation 
fhould manfully thruft into that Country by any of thefe two wayes, they might fo 
conquer all Cbiapa, and from thence pafle eafily unto Guatemala♦ But the River of Ta~ 
bafeo lying !ow,and being fomewhat hot, and the Towns about it infefted with many 
gnats,and the chiefeft commodity there being but G*c*0,have often difeouraged br/th our 
Englijh and Hollanders ,who have come up iome part of the River,and minting more the 
forefaid reafbns, then what was forward to bee had* have turned back, lofingarich 
Country and flighting an eternall name, for few and frivolous prefent difficulties. In 
this Province of ZoqUer^ the Towns are not very bigge,yetthey bee very rich; the chief 
Commodities are Silk and Cocbinill; whereof the latter is held the belt of Americat and 
the ftore of it fo great that no one Province alone exceeds it. Few Indians there are who 
have not their Orchards planted with the trees whereon the worms breed which yeeld 
unto us that rich Commodity; not that the !»<&*»/themfelves efteem otherwife of it, 
then as they fee the Spaniands greedy after it,offering them mony for it, & forcing them 
to the prefervation of it in thofe parts, which have proved moft fliccefTeful for this kind. 
There is great ftore of filk in this Country, in fomuch that the Indians make it their 
great Commodity to imploy their wives in working Towels with all colours of filk, 
which the Spaniards buy , and fend into Spain. It is rare to fee what works thofe 
Indian women will make in filk, fuch as might ferve for Patterns and famplers to ma¬ 
ny School-Miftreffes in England. The people of this Country are witty, andingeni- 
ous, and faire of complexion ; the Country cowards Tabafco is hot, but within in 
fome places very cold. There is alfo plenty of Maiz,but no wheat j neither is there 
fuch plenty of Cattell as about Cbiapa, but Fowles and Turkies as many as in other 
parts. The Province called Zeldales lyeth behind this of the Zoques, from the North 
Sea within the continent,running up towards Cbiapa,and reacheth in fome parts neer to 
the borders of Comitlan north-weftward.South-eaft ward it joy ns to fuch Indians which 
as yet have not been conquered by the Spaniards, who make many iqvafions upon the 
Chriftian Indians,and burn their Towns, and carry away their Cattell. The chief and 
headTown in this Province is called Ococingo,which is a Frontier againft thofe Heathens. 
This Province is eftcemed rich for the Spaniards,w/ho make much o( Cacao,which ferveth 
to make their drink of Chocolatte,and here is great ftore ofit.There is alio anorher Com¬ 
modity, great among the Spaniards, called Acbiotte, wherewith they make their Choco- 
httee looke of the colour of a brick. Here is alfo plenty of Hogs and Bacon, Fowles, 

Turkies,- 
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Turkies, Quailes, Cattell, Sheep, Maiz,Hony, and not fame from Ococinga, in my time 
was fetting up an Ingenio, or Farm of Sugar,which was thought would prove as well as 
thofe about Cbiapa of the Indians. The Country in molt parts is high and hilly ; but 
Qcecingo Hands in a pleafant Valley, in/oying many Brookes and ftreams of frefh wa¬ 
ter, and therefore hath been thought a fit place for Sugar. Here alfo in this Valley the 
Fryers have attempted tofow Wheat, which hath proved very good. Thus Reader,! 
have (hewed you the Country of Cbiapa^ which as it is compared about on the one 
fide by Socomzcoyand from thencealmoft to Guatemala, by the Province of Suchutepeques, 
on the other fide by Tabafco, and on the other fide by Zeldales with exceffive plenty of 
Cacao and Acbiotte,which are the chief drugs for the making of Chocolatte^l wil yet before 
I depart from Cbiapa to Guatemala, fay lomewhat of that drinke fo much ufed by the 
Spaniards,and in my judgment not to be fleighted, but rather to bee publifhed and made 

. known to all Nations^ whofe ufe might remedy the great abufe of wines and ftrong 
drinks which too much are efteemed amongft us here in Europe. 

CHA P. XVI. 
> 'v . d • • ’ ‘ ' 

Concerning two daily and common Brink is , or Potions much ufed in the 

India's jailed Chocolattejwd Atolle. 

Hocolatte being this day ufed notonely over all the WeSi-lndia’s, but alfo in 
Spain, Italy, and Flanders, with approbation of many learned Dottors in 
Phyfick, among whom Antonio Colmentro of Ledefma* (who lived once in the 
India's') hath compofed a learned and curious Treatife concerning the nature' 

and quality of this drinkjl thought fit toinfert here alfo fomewhat o fit concerning my 
own experience for the fpace of twelve yeers. This name Chocolatte is an Indian name, 
and is compounded from Atte,as fome fay or as others, Atle, which in the Mexican lan¬ 
guage fignifieth wate r, & from the found which the water(wherein is put the Chocolat¬ 
te) makes, as Choco, Choco,Choco»whenitis ftirred in aeupby an inftrumenc called a 
Molinet, or Molinillo.untill it bubble and rife unto a froath. And as there it is a name 
compounded, fo in Englijb wee may well call it a compounded or a confeftioned drink 
wherein are found many and feverall Ingredients, according to the different difpofition 
of the body of them that ufe it. But the chief Ingredient(without which it cannot be 
made) is called Cacao, a kind of nut or kerncll bigger then a great Almond, which 
growes upon a tree called the tree of Cacao , and ripens in a great huske, wherein 
fometimes are found more, fometimes leffe Cacao’s, fometimes twenty,fometimes thir¬ 
ty, nay forty,and above. ThisCacao, though as every fimple, itcontainesthequali- 
ty of the foure Elements, yet in the common opinion ofmoftPhyfitians, it is held to 
bee cold and dry, a pr/dorninio; It is alfo in the fubllance that rules thefe two qualities, 
reftringentandobftru&ive, of the nature of the Element of the earth. Andasitis thus 
a mixed, and not a fimple Element, it.hath partscorrefpondent to the reft of the Ele¬ 
ments; and particularly it partakes of thofe which correfpond with the Element of 
Aire, ’that is,heat and moifture, wich are governed by un&ious parts; there being 
drawn out of the Cacao much Butter,which in the India* s I have fee n drawn out of it 
by the Criolian women for to oint their faces. And let not this feeme impoflible to 
believe that this graine or nut of Cacao fhould beefaid to bee firft cold and dry , 
and then hotandmoift; for though experience bee a thoufand witnefies, yetinftan- 
ces will further clear this truth ; and firft in the Rubarbe, which hath in it hot and 
loluble parts, and parts which are binding, cold and dry, which have a virtue to 
ftrengthen, bind and flop the loofeneffe of the belly. Secondly, wee fee this cleerly 
in the fteel,wbicb having fo much of the nature of the earth,as being heavy,thick,cold, 
and dry, fhould be thought unproper for thecurirg of Oppilations, but rather to bee 
apt to increafe them ; and yet it is given for a proper remedy againft them. The au¬ 
thority of Gain may further cleare this in the third fcockeof the Qualities of fim- 
ples, where hee teacheth that almoft all thofe medicines, which to our fenfe feeme 

to 
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to be fimple , are notwithftanding naturally compounded, containing in themfelves 
contrary qualities, that is to fay, a quality to expel!, and to retaine, to incraflate and 
to extenuate, torarifieand to condenfe. And in the fifteenth Chapter following in 
the fame booke, he puts an example of the broth of a Cock,which moves the belly,and 
the flefti hath the virtue to binde. Yet further that this differing virtue and quality is 
found in divers fubftances, or parts6f fimple medicaments, he fhewes in the firft book 
of his fimple medicines in the feventeenth Chapter,bringing the example of milke, in 
which three fubftances are found and feparated,thatisto fay , the fubftance of cheele 
which hath the virtue to flop the fluxe of the belly* and the fubftance of whay, which 
is purging, and butter, as it is expreffed Chap. 15. AHo we find in wine which is in 
the Muft, three fubftances, that is to fay, earth, which is the chiefe; and a thinner fub¬ 
ftance, which is the flower, and may be called the feum, orfroath; and a third fub¬ 
ftance which we properly call wine; and every one of tbefe fubftances containes in it 
felfe divers qualities and virtues, in thecolour, in the fmell, and in other accidents. 

And this is very comformable to reafon,if we confider that every aliment,be it never 
fofimple, begets and produceth in the liver four humours , not only differing in tem¬ 
per, butalfo in fubftance • and begets more orleffe of that humour, according as the 
aliment hath more or fewer parts correfponding to the fubftance of that humour, 
which is moll ingendred. From which examples we may gather that when the Cacao 
is grinded and ftirred, the divers parts,which nature hath given it, doe artificially and 
intimately mixe themielves one with another * and fo the un£hious,warme, and moift 
parts,ming!ed with t^e earthy repreflech,and leaveththem not fb binding, as they were 
before • but rather with a mediocrity , more inclining to the warme, and moift tem¬ 
per of the aire,then to the cold and dry of the earth;as it doth appear,when it is made 
fit to drink,that fcarce two turnes are given with the Molinet, when there arifeth a fatty 
fcum,by which is feen, how much it partaketh of the oyly part. So that from all that 
hath been faid,the error of thofe is weldifcovered,who fpeaking of this drink of Cho- 
colatte, fay,thatitcaufeth oppilations,becaufe Cacao is aftringenr5as if thataftrifrion 
were not corre&ed and modified by the intimate mixing of one part with another, by 
meanes of the grinding, as is faid before. Befides it having fo many ingredients,which 
are naturally hot, iemuftof necelfity have this effeft,that is to fay, to open^attenuate, 
and not to binde. And leaving afide more reafons, this truth is evidently feen in the 
Cacao it felfe . which if it be not ftirred,grinded and compounded to make the Gho- 
colatte; but be eaten as it is in the fruit (as many Criolianand Indian women eat it} 
it doth notably obftruft and caufeftoppings, and make them lookeof a broken, pale 
and earthy colour, as doe thofe that eat ear then ware, as pots, or pieces of 
lime-walls ) which is much ufed among the Spanijb women thinking that pale 
and earthy colour,though with obftru&ions and flopping?,well becomes them) and 
for this certainly in the Cacao thus eaten there is no other reafon, but that the divers 
fubftances which it containes,are notperfe&ly mingled by the maftication onely, but 
require the artificial! mixture, which wee have fpoken of before. 

The tree which doth bearethis fruit,is fo delicate, and the earth where it groweth 
fo extream hot, that to keep the tree from being confirmed by the funne, they firft 
plant other trees, which they call, lot Madres del Cacao, mothers of the Cacao; and 
when thefe are grown up to a good height fit to fhade the Cacao trees, then they plant 
the Cacaotals, or the trees of Cacao; that when they firft fliew themfelves above the 
ground, thofetrees,\ which are already grown may fhelter them, and as mothers nou- 
rifti, defend, and fhadow them from the funne • and the fruit doth not grow naked, 
but many of them ( as I have faid before) are in one great huske or cod, and therein 
befides every grain is clofed up in a white juicy skin,which the women alfolove to fuck 
off from the Cacao, finding it coole, and in the mouth difiblving into water. There 
are two forts of Cacao; the one is common, which is ofadarke colour inclining to¬ 
wards red,being round and peeked at the ends j the other is broader, and bigger, and 
fbtter,and not fo round,which they call,Patlaxte,and this is white,and more drying,’ 
and is fold a great deal cheaperthentheformer. And this efpecially , more then the 
other, caufeth watchfullnefle, and drives away fleep, and therefore is not fo ufefull as 
the ordinary, and is chiefly fpent by the ordinary and meaner fort of people. As for 
the reft of the ingredients which make this Chocolatticallconfeftion, there is notable 
variety 5 for fome put into it black Pepper,which is not well approved of by the Phy- 

fitiatis, 
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fltians, becaufe it is (o hoc and dry, but ondy for one who hath a very cold liver; but 
commonly inftead of this Pepper,they put in to it long red Pepper, called Chile,which 
though it be hot in the mouth, yet is cool and moift in the operation. Itisfurther 
compounded with white Sugar , Cinnamon, Clove, Annifeed, Almonds, Hafell- 
nutSj Orejuela, Bainilla, Sapnjoll, Orenge flower water, lon e JVluske, and as much of 
Achiotte,as will make it looke of the colour of a red bricke. But how much of each 
of thefe may be applyed to fuch a quantity of Cacao, thefeveralldifpofitionsofmens 
bodies rauft be their rule. The ordinary receipt of Antonio Colmenero was this • To e- 
very hundred Gacao’s^wo cods of Chile, called long red Pepper, one handfull of 
Annifeed and Orej»ela*s, and two of the flowers calledMecbafuclul, oirBainilla) or in¬ 
ftead of this fix roles of Alexandria, beat to powder, two drams of Cinnamon, of 
Almonds and Hafel-nuts, of each one dozen • of white Sugar halfe a pound,of Achi- 
otte, enough to give it the colour. This Author thought neither Clove, nor Musk, 
nor any fweet water fit, but in the Indicts they are much ufed. Others ufe to put in 
Maiz, or Panifo, which is very windy 5 but fuch doe it onely for their profit, by in- 
creafing the quantity of the Chocolatte^becaufe every fanega or meafure of Maiz con¬ 
taining about a bufhel and a half,is fold for eight (hillings, and they that fell Ghocolat- 
te,(ellitfor four (hillings a pound, which is the ordinary price.The Cinnamon is held 
one of the beft ingredients, and denied by none, for that it is hot and dry in the third 
degree, it provokes urine,and helpes the kidneys and reines of thole who are troubled 
with cold difeafes,and it is good for the eyes, and in effe&itis cordial!,asappearethby 
the Author of thefe verfes, 

Commoda & urinse Cinamomum & rinibus ajfert, 
Lumina clarijicat3 dir a venena fagat. 

The Acbiotte hath a piercing, attenuating quality,as appearethby the common prattice 
of the Pbyli ians in the iWia’^experienced daily in the effects of it, who do give it to 
their Patients to cut and attenuate the groflie humors, which doe caule fhortnefle of 
breath, and (topping of urine: andfo it is ufed for any kind of oppilations, and is 
given for the (toppings which are in the brea(t,or in the region of the belly,or any other 
part of the body.T his /4cfwtteaIfiogroweth upon a tree in round huske?,which are full 
of red grainesjfrotn whence the Acbiotte is taken, and firft made into a pafte, and then 
being dried up is fafhioned either into round balls or cakcs,or into the forme of little 
brickes, and fo is fold. As concerning the long red Pepper, there are foure forts of it; 
one is called Cbilcbotes ; the other is very little, which they call Cbilterpin, and thefe 
two kinds are very quick and biting. The other two are called, Tonalcbiles, and thefe 
are but moderately hot, for they are eaten with bread by the Indians , as they eat o- 
therfruits.But that which is ufqally put into Chocolatte, is called Cbilpaclagua,,which 
hath a broad huske,and is not fo biting as the firft, nor fo gentle as the laft. The Me- 
chafuchil, or Bainilla hath a purgative quality. All thefe ingredients areufually put 
into theChocolatte, and by fome more,according to their fancies. But the meaner fort 
of peopIe,as and Indians,commonly put nothing into it, but Cacao, Acbiotte, 

Maiz, and a few Chiles with a little Annifeed. And though the Cacao is mingled with 
all thefe ingredients, which are hot; yet there is to be a greater quantity of Cacao,then 
of all the reft of the ingredients, which ferve to temper the coldnefle of the Cacao rom 
whence it followeth that this ChocoJatticall confe&ion is not fo cold as the Cacao, nor 
fo hot as the reft of the ingredients,but there refults from the a&ion and rea&ion of 
thefe ingredients, a moderate temper,which may be good, both for the cold and hot 
ftomacks,being taken moderately. 

Now for the making orcompoundingof this driiike, I (hall fee downe here the 
method. The Cacao, and the other ingredients muft be beaten in a merter of done, 
or ( as the Indians ufe ) ground upon a broad done,which they call Metate,znd is only 
made for that ufe. But firft the ingredients are all to bedi ied, except the Acbiotte, with 
care that they may be beaten to powder, keeping them (fill in ftirring, that they be 
not burnt, or become black; for if they be overdried, they will be bitter, and lofe 
th&ir virtue. The Cinnamon and the long red pepper are to be firft beaten, with the 
Annifeed, and then the Cacao, which mult be beaten by little and little,till it be all pow- 
dred ; and in the beating it mnft be turned round, that it may mixe the better. Every 
one of thefe ingredients muft be beaten by it felfe,and then all be put into the veflell, 
where the Cacao i^which you muftftirre together with a ipoon,and then take out that 
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pafte, and put it into the raorter,under which there mult be a little fire, after the con-” 
fe&ion is made ; but if m re tire be put under then will only warme it, then the unftu- 
ous part will dry away. The Achiotte alfo muft be put in in the beating, that it may the 
better take the colour. All the ingredients mull be fearfed, fave onely the Cacao, and 
if from the Cacao the dry fhell be taken, it will be the better. When it is well beaten, 
and incorporated f which will be known by the fhortnefleof it) then with a fpoon(fo 
in the India's is ufed )is taken up fomeof thepafte, which will bealmoft liquid, and 
made into tablets,or elfe without a fpoon put into boxes,and when it is cold it will b£ 
hard. Thofe that make it into tablets, put a fpoonefull of thepafte upon a peece of 
paper ( the Indians put it upon the leaf of a plantin tree)where,being put into the fhade 
Cfor in the funne it melts and diffolves) it growes hard • and then bowing the paper or 
leaf, the tab t falls off, by realon of the fatnefle of thepafte. Butif it be put in¬ 
to any thingof earth, orwood, itftickesfaft, and will not come off, butwith ^ra¬ 
ping or breaking. The manner of dcinkingk, is divers; theone ( being the way 
moll ufed in Mexico ) is to take it hot with Atolle, diflolving a tablet in hot water, and 
then ftirring and beating it in the eup, where it is to be drunke, withaMolinet, and 
when it is well ftirred to a feumme or froath, then to fill the cup with hot Atolle and 
fo drinke it fup by fup. Another way is, that the Chocolatte, being diflolved with 
cold water aDd ftirred with the Molinet, and the feumme taken off and put into ano- 
veffel; the remainder be fet upon the fire, with as much fugar as will fweeten it, and 
when it is warme, then topowre ituponthefeum which was taken off before, and fb 
to drinke it. But the molt ordinary way , is, to warme the water very hot, and then 
topowre out halfe the cup full chatycu mean todrinkf; and to put into it a tablet or' 
two, or as much as will thicken jeafonably the water, and then grind it well with the 
Molinet, and when it is well ground and rifen to a feum , to fill the cup with hot wa¬ 
ter, and fo drinke it by fups ( hiving fweetned it with Sugar) and to eat it with a little 
conferve,or maple bread, fteeped into the Chocolatte. Bcfides thefe waies there is a- 
nother way ( which is much ufed in the Ifland of Santo Domingo ) which is, to put the 
Chocolatte into a pipkin, with a little water, and to let it boyle well till it be diffol- 
ved, and then to put in fufficient water and fugar accordingjx>-the quantity o the 
Chocolatte, and then to boyle it againe, untill therexomes an oily feumme upon it, 
and then to drinke it. There is another way yet to drinke Chocolatte, which is cold, 
which the Indians ufe at feafts, to refrefh themfelves, and it is made after this man¬ 
ner. The Chocolatte ( which is made with none or very few ingredientsJbeing diffol- 
ved in cold water with the Molinet, they take off the feumme or crafty part,which ri- 
feth in great quantity, efpecially when the Cacao is older and more putrefied. The 
feumme they lay afide in a little difh by it felfe , and then put fugar into that partfrom 
whence was taken the feum, and then powre it from on high into the feumme,a!id fo 
drinke it cold. And this drinke is fo cold, that it agreeth not with all mens ftdmacks; 
for by experience it hath been found, that it doth hurt, by caufiug pains in the ftomack, 
efpecially to women. The third way of taking it is the moft ufed^ and thus certain¬ 
ly it doth no hart, neither know I why it may not bee ufed as well in England as in o- 
ther parts both hot and cold; for where it is fo much ufed, the moft,if not all,as well 
in the India's, as in Spaine, Italy, Flanders (which is a cold Countrey) find that it a- 
greeth well with them. True it is, it is ufed more in the Indicts, then in theE»r^<e- 
an parts, becaufe there the ftomackes are more apt to faint then here, and a cup of Cho- 
eolatte well confe&ioned comforts and ftrengthens the ftomack. For my felf I muft 
fay, I ufed it twelve yeersconftantly, drinking one cup in the morning , another yet 
before dinner between nine or ten of the clock; another within an houre or two af¬ 
ter dinner,and another between four and five in the afternoon^nd when 1 was purpo- 
fed to fit up late to ftudy, I would take another cup about (even or eight at night, which 
would keep me waking till about midnight. And if by chancel did negle&any of 
thefe accuftomed hoares, I prefently found my ftomacke fainty. And with this cuftome 
I lived twelve yeers in thofe parts healthy , without any obftfu&ions, of oppilations, 
not knowing what either ague, or feaverwas.Yetl will not dare to regulate by mine 
owne the bodies of others, nor take upon me theskilof a Phyfitian, to appoint and 
define at what time and by what perfons this drinke m iy be ufed, Onely I fay, I have 
known fome that have been the worfe for it,either for drinking it with too much fugar, 
which hath relaxed their ftomackes, or for drinking it too often. For certainly if it 

L , be 
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be drunkc beyond meafure, not only this Chocolatte but all other drirckes, or meats, 
though of themfelves they are good and wholefome, they maybe hurtful/. And if 
fome have found it oppilative, it hath come by the too too much ufe of it; as when 
one drinkes overmuch wine, infteadof comforting and warming himfelfe, he breeds 
andnourifheth cold difeafes, becaufenaturecannotovercomeit, nor turne fo great 
a quantity into good nouriihnient. So he that drinkes much Chocolatte, w hich hath 
fatparts , cannot make diitribution of fo great a quantity to all the parts; and that 
part which remaines in the (lender veines of the liver mull needs caufe oppilations and 
obftru&ions. But laftly, to conclude with this Indian drinke, I will adde what I have 
heard Phyfitians ol the India’s fay of it, and have feen it by experience in others 
(though never 1 could find it in my felfe ) that thofe that ufe this Chocolatte much , 
grow fat and corpulent by it: which indeed fjiay feem hard to beleeve; for confide- 
ring that all the ingredients, except the Cacao,doe rather extenuate, then make fat, 
becaufe they are hot and dry in the third degree. And we have already laid , that the 
qualities which doe predominate in Cacao, are cold and dry, which are very unfit to 
adde any fubftance to the body. Neverthelelfe it may be anfwered thatthe many unftu- 
ous parts, which have been proved to be in the Cacao , are thole which pinguifie and 
makefat; and the hotter ingredients of thiscompofition ferve fora guide, or vehi- 
call, to pafle to the liver, and the other parts, untill they come to the flffhyparf*. and 
there finding a like fubftance which is hotandmoift, as is the unftuouspart,, conver¬ 
ting it felfe into the fame fubftance,it doth augment and pinguifie. But howrthen might 
this Cacao with the other Indian ingredients be had in England1 even by trading in 
Spaine for it,as we doe for other commodities; or not fleighting it lo much as we and 
the Hollanders have often done upon the Indians Teas ; of whom i have heard the Spa.<• 
niards fay that when we have taken a good prize, a Ihip laden with Cacao, in anger and 
Wrath we have hurled over board this good commoditie, not regarding the worth arid 
goodntfleof if? but calling it in bad Spanifb, Gagaruta de Carnero, or fheeps dungin 
goodEnglifb. It is one of theneceflarieft commodities in the India’s, and nothing 
enricheth Cbiapa in particular more then it, whither are brought horn Mexico and Ga¬ 

ther parts, the rich bags of Patacons onely for this Cagaruta de Carnero, which wte 
call Iheeps dung. The other drinke which is much ufedin the India’s is called Atolle* 
of which I will fay but a little* becaufe I know it cannot be ufed here. This was the 
drinke of-the ancient Indians, and is a thick pap made of the flower of Maiz, ta¬ 
king off the huskes from it, which is windy and melancholy. This is commonly car* 
riedby the Indian women to the Markets hetin pots, and there is fold in cups. The 
Criolian ftudents, as wee goe to a Taverne to drink a cup of wine, fo they go in com¬ 
pany to the publike Markets, and as publikely buy and drinke by mealure of this Atol* 
le; which forotimesijfi feafoned with a little Chile, or long Pepper, and then it plea- 
feth them beft.Butthe Nuns and Gentlewomen have gota trickof confe&ioning ic with 
Cinnamon, Sweet-waters, Amber, or Muske, andftoieof Sugar, and thus it is 
held to be a moft ftrong and nourifhing drinke,which the Pbyfitians doe preferibe unto 
a weake body3a8 we doe here our Almond-milke. But of what England never knew 
nor rafted, I will fay no more, but haften my penne to Guatemala, which hath been my 
fecond patria» 
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CHAP. XV. 

Shewing my jeurny from the City of Chiapa , unto Guatemala, And the chief 
places in the way. SH E time now being come that I was to leave the little City dlChiapa,! took 

fome occafion before-hand to take my leave of my beft friends, whole chil¬ 
dren I had taught, and at my departure I muftconfefle I found them kind and 
bountifull, except it were Donna Magdalena de Mot ala, from whom I did 

not expeft, neither did I defire any farewell, or Adieu token. But among all,the Go¬ 
vernors wife was moft liberall unto mee,(ending mee many boxes ofAromaticall Cho- 
colatte, and one extraordinary great box with fourefeveralldivifions of different con- 
fervesgilt over,befides many Maple breads,and Biskets made with Egs and Sugar,a pre¬ 
lent it was which might have been lent to a greater man then to a poor worthleffe Men¬ 
dicant Fryer , and with this in a handkerchief a dozen peeces of eight. Von Melthordil 

Velazco yet exceeded her,in words and complements Imeane, but in deeds, hee and all 
the crew of theCriolians muft thinke to comelhortof them, who are borne in Spain. 

The firft Town I went unto, was Tbeopixca, fix leagues from Chiapa, a faireand great 
Towneof Indians, who are held to bee next unto the Indians of the other Chiapa iri 
fitting and riding a horfe. In this town is nothing lb confiderable as the Church,which 
isgreatandftrong, andthe mufick belonging unto it fweet and harmonious. The Vi¬ 
car or Curate of this place was one Fryer Peter Martir a Criolian,whom I knew could 
not indurethe Prior nor mee, yet he Would diffemble a lovecomplementall exceeding 
well, and in outward (hews raife it up to grades tit O&o. He knowing my prevalency 
with the Prior, durft not but give mee very good entertainment, which continued two 
dayes,untill I was weary of his complements. 

The third day I tooke my leave of him, who would not yet leave mee,but would 
conduft mee to Comitlan, whither I was invited by the Prior of that Cloifter, named 
Fryer Thomas Kocolano^ a French man, who beingaftrangertothe Spaniards (for be- 
fideshim andmylclfe there was no other ftranger in that County) defired acquain- 
tance with mee, which hee began to fettle by meeting mee at the half way with ma¬ 
ny Indians on horfe back, having provided an harbour where wee might more cort- 
veniently conferre and reft while our Chocolatteand other refrefhments were provided. 
But theCriolian Peter Martir was not a little envious, (as I was afterwards informed 
in the Cloifter) to fee mee (bmuch made of and efteemed in the Country, yet his 
faire words and complements farre exceeded the fincerity and down-rightneffe of my 
French friend. At Comitlan I ftaied a whole weeke, riding about with the Prior unto 
the Indian townes, and downe the hill to the valley of Copanabaftla, where I injoyed 
much paftime and recreation among the Fryers and Indians and was feafted after the 
mannerof thatCountry, which knowethmore of an Epicurian diet then doth E«- 
gland, or any part of Europe; nay I am perfwaded ( and I have heard Spaniards con- 
feffe it) that Spain hath taken from the India's fince the conqueft many leflbns for the 
drefling of feverall difties and compleating a feaft or banquet. After the Week was en¬ 
ded my French friend the Prior conduced mee to Ixquintenango,to fee mee well farnifh- 
cd up the Mounraines of Cucbutnatlanes. This Towne ( as 1 have formerly obferved) 
ftandeth almoftat the end of the Valley of Copanabajtla, and within two leagues of the 
Cucbumatlanes. It i* one of the fineft Indian Townes of all the Province of Chiapa, 
and very rich, by reafon of the much Cotton wooll in it, and efpecially by rcafon of 
its fituation, for (landing in the Roade way to Guatemala, all the Merchants of th6 
Country that trade with their mules that way, pa(Te through this Towne, and there 
buy and (ell,enriching it with mony and farre brought Commodities. It is moft plen¬ 
tifully ftored with fruits, efpecially with what they call Pina’s or Pine fruit.lt ftandeth 
clofe by the great River, which runneth to Chiapa of the Indians, and hath its (bring 
not farre off from the Cuchamatlanes, and yet at this Town is very broad arid deep.No 
man nor beaft travlling to Guatemala can goe into it, or from Guatemala can goe out of 
it, but by ferrying over. And the Rode being much ufed and beaten by travellers, 
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and by fuch as they call Requas oi males (every Requa confuting offitcy or threelcore 
males) this Ferry is day and night imployed) and yeelds much treafure to the town 
at theyeers end. The Indians or the Town befides the ferry boat, have made many 
other little boats, or Canoa’s to goe up and down the River. Hither when the Prior 
of ComitUn had brought me, we were waited for by the Vicar or Fryer of that Town 
with the chief and principal! Indians, andmoftotthe Canoa’s. As we ferryed over, 
the little Canoa’s went betore us with the Quirifters of the Church finging before 
us, and with others founding their Waits and Trumpets. The Fryer that lived in this 
Town,was called Fryer Geronymo de Guevaray little in ftature, but great in Hate, pride 
and vanity, as hee (hewed himfelf in what hee had provided for us both of fi(h and 
flefli. A brave.profellour or vower of Mendicancy and poverty he was,who in twelve 
yeers that hee had lived in that Towne, what by mumming ofMafles for the dead and 
living, what by (hearing and fleecing the poore Indians, what by trading and traf- 
fiquing with the Merchants that ufed that Rode,had got fix thoufand Duckats, which 
hee had fent to Spain to the Court of Madrid^to trade with them Simoniacally for the 
Bifhoprick of Cbiapa,which if he obtained not, {yet when 1 came outof that Country 
the report went that hec had obtained it) hee would and was well able with a fecond 
fupply to obtainea better. After two daies feafting with him, hee and the Prior of 
Gemitlan both joyned their power and authority to fee mee well manned with In¬ 

dians, to the firft Towne of the Cucbumat lanes. A mule was prepared to carry my 
bedding, (which wee commonly carried with us in cherts of leather called Petaca’s ) 
another Indian to carry my Petaquilla wherein was my Chocolatte and all imple¬ 
ments to make it; and three more Indians to ride before and behinde to guide me • but 
to all the(e nothing was to be paid, (left a cuftome of paying fhould bee brought in, 
for fotheydoftrinedmeeas a novice in that Country) except it were to give them a 
cup of Chocolatte if I drank in the way, or when I came to my journeys end. Here 
I tooke my leave of my good French friend, (who yet continued fricndfhip with 
mee by frequent letters to Guatemala) and of my low but high minded GueVara}who 

bad mee expert no friendly entertainment, until! I were well pafled over the Cuchuma- 
tlanes and arrived at Sacaptday which wasfoure daies journey from thence. Yet hee 
told mee I might demand what fcrvice I lift from the Indians,and call for what I had 
a minde to eat without paying any mony,(b that I did writedown my expences in the 
common Town Book. 

Thus I went away from my friendsfomewhat heavy having no other company 
but unknowne Indians, leaving a pleafant and delightfome valley behind mee , and 
feeing nothing before mee but high and ftecpyhils and mountaines, and confidering 
that in foure or fivedayes I fhould fee no more gallant Dominican* and of mine own 
profeflion. Now I wiftied I had the company of my Melendez and other friends,who 
were a comfort one to another upon the hills and rocks of Maquilapa. Yet at laft 
I concluded, up Englijh heart and courage, quondam bac meminijfe juvabit. Though 
the mountaines feemed high afar off, yet as I travelled on, I found the way lie between 
them very eafie and paflable, and met now and then Requas of mules, which were 
no little comfort unto mee to confider, if they being heavily laden could goethrough 
thofe Mountaines, my mule that had in mee but alight burden would eafily over¬ 
come any danger; it comforted mee alfo to confider that there were Towaes(though 
but little ones) where I might reft every night. The further I went, the better and 
more open I found the Rode; Onely theraine and dirt troubled me, which 1 could 
not avoid, it being the end of September^or as there they reckon,the end ofwinTer.The 
firft Town I came to amongft thofe Mountaines was called St. Martin^ little place of 
fometwenty houfes; I went to the houfe that belonged to the Francifcan Fryersfwho 
feldome in the yeer came to that poverty of houfe and houfe roome) where I lighted 
and caufedthe Indians to bee called who were appointed to give attendance to tra¬ 
vellers and paflengers. I found them very tra&ableand dutifull, bidding mee wel¬ 
come, bringing mee hot water for my Chocolatte, which I drunke off heartily, and 
gave unto my Indians of lzquintenango, who refrefhed themfelves and their mules well 
for nothing, this being a cuftome among jthofe Townes in the Rode to welcome 
one another whenfoever they come with travellers. I might hfave had for my fupper 
any thing that place would afford, but I made choice of a pullet, which 1 thought 
would bee cheapeft for the poore Indians, I was glad I had brought with mee a good 

big 
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big Frafco,as they call it,or bottle of wine,for I began already to find the Cuchum at lanes 
cooler then the valley of Copanabaftla, My bed was made in a little thatched Cobe,and 
Indian boyes appointed to deep in the next room to me,and co be at hand if in the night 
I thould want any thing. Thus having appointed what attendance I had need of in the 
morning to the next,Town,difcharging the Indians that had brought me from Izqnin- 

tenango, I wentunto my reft, which I tooke as quietl^as if I had been in the compa¬ 
ny of my belt friends. The next day being accompanied by two Indians, having fent 
my carriage by another, 1 tooke my journey to the next Towne, which is called C»- 
chumatUngrande, becaufeit ftandethonthe highelt part of thofe Mountaines, and in 
the way the Indianslhewed mee thehead fpring or fountaine of the great River of 
Chiapa of the Indians^ which is the onely remarkable thing in that Rode. Cuchuma- 
tlangrande is a Towne a little bigger then St, Martin, and of Indians very curteous , 
who areufed and beaten to daily travellers, and fo make very much of them. Here 
I was entertained as the night before; and found the poore Indians,willing to 
give mee whatfoever I demanded for my better and fafer guiding and conducting the 
next day, and that night for tny Ripper what I pleafed to call for, without any pay* 
but onely writing down my name and expences with the day and moneth in their com - 
mon booke of accounts. This are thofe poore wretches brought to by the Fryers and 
commanding Juftices, though of themfelves they have no more then a Milpaof Maiz 
as they terme it, or a little Indian Wheat Plantation, with as much Chile as will fuffice 
them for the yeer,and what the Merchantsand Travellers give them voluntarily,which 
is little enough. From this Town I would not follow the Rode to the next, which 
was a long journy of feven or eight leagues without baiting by the way; and alfo be- 
caule I had beene informed at Chiapa and at Copanabaflla of a ftrange pi&ure of pur 
Lady, which wasamongft thelc Mountaines in a little Towne of Indians called Cbiant la, 

which in this dayes journy being not above aleague out of my way, I wasrefolved to 
lee.The wayes wcrcbad,tying out oftheRode$yet by noon I got to Qhiantla^which is 
a Town belonging unto Mercenarian Fryers,who doubtlefle would not be able to liib- 
lift in fo poore a place, had they not invented that loadftone of their pi&ure of Mary, 
and cried it up for miraculous, to draw people farre and neere,and all travellers from 
the Rode to pray unto it, and to leave their gifts and almes unto them for their pray¬ 
ers and Malles. Such an income of trealureand riches hath beene from deluded and 
ignorant foules to this beggerly Towne, that the Fryers have had wherewith to 
build a Cloifter able to maintaine foureor five of them. The Church is richly fur- 
nilhed , but efpecially the high Ahar where the pifture ftandeth in a Tabernacle with 
half a dozen curtaines of Silk, Sattin, cloth of gold, with borders of golden lace be¬ 
fore it, wearing a rich Crowne of gold, thickly befet with Diamonds and other pre- 
tious ftones. There hang before it at leaft a dozen rich lampesof Giver5 and in the 
veftry of the Church are many gownes, Candleftickes of Giver, Cenfers to burn Fran* 
kincenfe before it, befides rich Copes,Veftments, Ornaments for the Altar, and hang¬ 
ings for all the Church. 

To conclude,here is a treafure hid in the Mountaines; Oh that it could bee found 
out to doe the Lord fervice. I was welcomed to this place by thole Fryers, who were 
Grangers unto mee; my head was filled that day by them with relations of ftrange and 
many miracles or lies, which they told mee of that pi&ure • but the heavinefle of my 
head did mee good infomething, for it made mee more drowfie at night and apter to 
rake good reft. The next day I got into the Rode againe, and went to the laft Town 
of thefe Cucbumatlanes called Chantlan^ where I ftayed all that day and night,and fent 
before alettertothe Prior of Sacapulaoi my going thither the next day. InC bautlan 
I was very kindly uled by the Indiuus, and liked the Towne the better for the excel¬ 
lent grapes which there I found, not planted like vineyards, but growing up in har¬ 
bours,which (hew thatifthat land were planted,it would certainly yeeld as good grapes 
for wine, as any are in Spain. They arecarried from that place to Guatemala, which 
Hands from it neer forty leagues, and are fold about the Greets for rarities and great 
dainties; and well may they,for from Mexico to Guatemala there are none like them.The 
next morning I made hafte to be gone, that I might come looner to Sacapnia, where I 
was to finde thofe of mine owne profeflion, with whom I knew I might ftay and reft a 
whole weeke if I pleafed. I had not rid above three leagues, when I began to difcpvec 
at a low and deep bottome, a pleafant and goodly valley, laced with a River, whofe 
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waters receiving the glorious brightneffi of beames reverberated up to the top 
of the Mountains adcligbtfomeprofpeato the beholders 5 the more I hafted to that 
feemina Paradife, the more did the twinkling and wanton ttreame invite mee down 
the hill • which T had no fooner defended,but I found in an haibour by the water fide 
the Prior of Sacapnia himfelfe with a good traine of Indians waiting lor mee with a 
cud of Ghocolatte. At the firft fight I was a little daunted to behold the Prior, who 
looked moft fearfully with a bladder from his throat fwelied almoft roundI his necke, 
which hung over his fhoulders andbreaft, and dayed up his chin, and lifted up his 
head fo that hee could fcarce looke any whither but up to heaven. In ourdilcourle 
he told mee that difeafe had beene upon him atleaft ten yeers3and that the water of that 
River hadcaufed it in him, and in many others of that Town. This made mee no w 
as much out of love with the River, as above the hill I had liked the goodly jight of 
it and therefore refolved not to ftay lo long in that place as I had thought, left the 
waters fhould marke me for all my life, as they had done this Prior 5 whofe name was 
Fryer John Ve'laCruz, a Bifcaine borne9andClike fome of that NationJ a little trou¬ 
bled with the fimples, but a good hearted man, humble, and wellbeloved over all the 
Country both by Spaniards and Indians. When I came to the Towne I difcovered 
many men and women with bladders In their throats like the poore Prior,which made 
mee almoft unwilling to drink there any Chotolatte made with that water, or eat a- 
nv thing drelfed with it; untillthe Prior did much incourage mee and told mee that 
it did not hurt all but onely fome, andthofewho did drink it cold 5 wherewith I re¬ 
folved toftay there foure or five daies, becaufe of the old Priors importunity, who 
would faine have had mee continue to live with him, promifingto teach mee the i«- 
dian language in a very fhorttime. But higher matters calling mee to Guatemala \ 

cxcufedmy felfe, and continued there five dayes with much recreation. The Town 
though it be not in thegenerall very rich, yet there areTome Indian Merchants who 
trade about the country and efpccially to Suchutepeques where is the chief ftore of Cacao, 
and thereby fome of this Towne of Sacapula, have inriched themfelves; the reft ot 
the people trade in pots and pans, which they make of an earth there fit for that pur- 
oofe. But the principall Merchandize of this place is falt,which they gather in the 
morning from the ground that lyeth neere the River. The sure is hot, byreafon the 
Town ftandeth low, and compafied with high hills on every fide. Belides many good 
fruits which are here, there are Dates as good as thole in that come from Earbay* 
and many trees of them in the Garden belonging to the Cloifter. After I had here 
wearied out the wearinelTe, which I brought in my bones from the Cucbumatlanes, 
I departed taking my way to Guatemala, and from Saeapula I went to a Town called 
St. Andres .ot St. Andrew,which ftandeth fix or feven leagues fromSaeapula, a great 
Town, but nothing remarkable in it, fave onely Cotton wooll and Turktes, and about 
it fome rich Eftancia’sor Farmes of Cattell, which are commodioully leated here, it 
being a plain Champaigne Country. Yet at further end of this plain there is a Moun¬ 
tain which difeourageth with the fight all fuch astravell to Guatemala .from St. An¬ 

dres I prepared my felfe for the next daies journey, which was of nine long le^ues> 
to a very great Town called by two names, by fome Sacualpa, by others Sta. Maria 

XoUbaL to the which I could notgoe without palling over that Mountain. 1 lent 
word of going to Zojabah the day before (asisthecuftomethere) that mules and hor- 
fes might meet mee upon the Mountain; and the night before I wentto a Rancho 
f which is a lodge built for travellers to reft when the journey is long; which ltood 
within a league of the Mountain by a River, where with the waters murmur, and 
refrefhing gales I cooke good reft. In the morning having refrelhed my felfe, and my 
Indians with Chocolatte I fee out to incounter with that proud Mountain ; and when 
I came unto it I found it not fo hard to overcome, as I had conceited, the way lying 
with windings and turnings; But the higher I mounted the more my eyes were trou¬ 
bled with looking to the River below,whofe rockes were enough to aIjonsfh and make 
a flout heart tremble. About the middle of the Mountain the Indians of Z ojabab 

met with a mule for mee, and another for my carriage in a narrow pafiage where the 
Way went wheeling. Here I lighted, whilft the Indians helped one another to unload 
and load the mule that cameof refrefh. Out ofthe narrow way the fide of the Moun- 
taine was fteepy, and afearefhll precipice of two or three miles to the bottom, alniolt 
bare of trees, here and there one onely growing. My heart was true unto mee,wiftimg 
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mee to walke upafootuntilll came unto Tome broader paflage; but the lndia?is per¬ 
ceiving my feare told me there was no danger, affuring mee further that the Mule they 
had brought was fure, and had beeen well ufed to that mountaine.With their perfwa- 
fions \ got up, but no fooner was I mounted when the Mule began to play her prankes 
and to kick, and to leap out of the way, calling me down and herfelfe, both rouling 
and tumbling a pace to the ro ekes and death,had not a fhrub prevented me, and a tree 
Hopped the Mules blind fury. The Indians cried out, milagro, milagro, miracle, mira¬ 
cle, Santoy SantOy a Saint, a Saint, to me foloud as if they would have had their cry 
reach to Rente to helpe forward my canonization; for many iuch miracles have fome 
been noifed.at Rome, and with further contribution of many have been enrolled in the 
books and Catalogue ot Saints. Whilft the Indians helped me up and brought the Mule 
againe-into the way, they did nothing but flatter me with this terme Saint-which they 
needed not have done, if as they considered my dangerous fall and flopping at a fhrub 
f which wasbychance,and not by miracle)they had further confidered my paflion and 
iiafly wrath(not befitting a Saint)wherewith I threatned to baft their ribs for deceiving 
mee with a yong Mule not well accuftomed tothefaddle. But all my hafty words and 
anger could not diferedit me with them, nor leflen their conceipt of my holinefle and 
fanftity,who hold the anger and wrath of a Preift to be the breath of Gods noftrils, 
and with this their foolifh conceipt of mee, they kneeled before me kiffing my hands. 
The bufinefle being further examined,they confefftd that they had been miftaken in the 
Mules, having fadled for mathat which fhould have carried my Petaca’s, or leatherne 
chefts, which was a young Mule accuftomed onely to carriages, andnottothe fad- 
dle, and upon that which fhould have been fadled they put my carriage. Wbilitthey 
unloaded a,nd loaded again and fadled the right Mule,I walked up the hill about a mile, 
and when they overtookeme l got up and rid till! met with my refrefhing harbour and 
Ghocolatte, and many Indians thatcame to receive me, among whom it was prefent- 
Jy noifed that I was a Saint and had wrought a miracle in the way; with this the reft 
of the Indians kneeled to me and killed my hands, and in the way that we went to the 
Towne, all their talk was of my fan&ity. 1 was much vexed at their fimplicity , but 
the more they fawmee unwilling to accept of that honour, the more they prefled it 
upon me. When I came to the Town I told the Frier what had happened, and what 
the foolifh Indians bad conceited ; at which he laughed, and told me that he would 
warrant me it l flared long in the Towne, all the men and women would come to 
kitfemy hands and to offer their gift? unto me. He knew well their qualities, orelfe 
had taught them this fuperftition with many others; for no fooner had we dined, but 
many were gathered to the Church to fee the Saint that was come to their Towne, and 
that had wrought a miracle in the mountaine as hecame.With this I began to be more 
troubled then before at the folly of the Ample people, and defired the Fryer to checke 
and rebuke them, who by no means wou!d,but rather laughed at it,faying,that in po¬ 
licy we ought to accept of any honour from the Indians, for as long as we had credit 
and an opinion of Saints among them,fo long we fhould prevaile to do any with them, 
yea even Co command them and their f ortunes at our pleafure.With this I went downe 
with the Frier to the Church, and fate downe with him in a chaire in the Quire,repre- 
fenting the perfonof fuch a Saint as they imagined me to be, though in reality and 
truth but a .watched finner. 

No fooner had we taken up out places,when the Indiansymtn , women, and chil¬ 
dren came up by three and four,or whole families to the Quire, firft kneeling down for 
my blefling, and then killing my hand?, they began to fpeake to mein their Indian 
complements to this purpofe, that their Town was happy and doubdefle blefled from 
heaven by my coming into it, and that they hoped their foules fhould be much the bet- 
tter if they might partake of my praiers to God for them. And for this purpofe fome 
offered unto me money, fome hony, fome egs, fome littlemantles, fome Plantins, 
and other fruits, fome fowles, and feme Turkeys. The Frier that fate by me I per¬ 
ceived was overjoyed with this, for he knew I was to be gone, and would leave unto 
him all thofe offerings1. I defired him to make anfwer unto the Indians in my behalfe, 
exculing me as not well verfed in their languageC yet the fooles if they thought and 
judged me to be a Saint, might have expefted from me alfo the giftof tongues)which 
he did telling them that I hadbeen but a while in that Country, and though I under- 
ftoodpartof their language, yet could not fpeake nor pronounce it perfe&Iy, and 

therefore 
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therefore from me he did give them hearty thankes for the great love they had (hewed 
unto an Ambaffadour of God, witnefling it with fomany forts of offerings, which 
afiuredly fhould remind him and mee of our offerings for them, in our praiers and 
hearty recommendations of them and their children unto God. Thus was that cere¬ 
mony ended,the Indians difmiffed,and the Frier and I went up to a chamber, where he * 
began to tell his egs and fowles and to difpofe offome of them for our fupper; he told 
me he would take them,but at my departure would give me foinewhat for them;he bad 
me keep what money they had given me,and told me I was welcome unto b inland no 
burdenfome gUefle, but very profitable, who had brought with me ffore of provision 
for my felfe and for him many daies after. The money I received cane to fourty Rials, 
befides twenty which hegave me for the other offerings, which might be worth four¬ 
ty more • all this I got for having a fall from a Mule, and for not breaking my necke. 
I would faine have departed the next morning, but John y’idall ( fo was the Frier na¬ 
med) would not permit me, for that the next journey was of at leaft 20 leagues, 
and therefore he would have me reft my felfe the nexeday. 

This Towne of Zojabah, or Sacualpa is the biggeft and faireft of all the Towns that 
belong unto the Priory of Sacapula • the Indians are rich, and make of their Cotton¬ 
wool many mantles, they have plenty of hony, and great flocks of goats and kids; 
but here, nor in all the Townes behind there is no wheat, fave only Indian Maiz. The 
next day fome fmall offerings fell unto mee, but nothing like the day before; and fo I 
told the Frier, that now the peoples devotion was decaied, I would bee gone in the 
morning before day. That night the chiefe Indians of the Towne came to offer their 
(ervice and attendance upon me to a Rancho or lodge that ftandeth in the middle way; 
but I would not accept of the great ones, but defired that I might have three onel y ot 
the meaner fort to guide mee till I met with company from the Towne whither I was 
going, and whither I had fent warning of my comming. The time appointed was 
three of theclock in the morning; at which houreaftera little fleep I was called, and 
having drunke my Chocolatte, and eat a maple bread with a littleconferve,I prepared 
my felfe for my journey, and found the Indians ready waiting for me in the yard, with 
pieces of pine-wood, which burn like torchcs,and with which they ufe to travell in the 
night, and to (hew the way to him whom they guide. A little from the Towne wee 
had fome craggy wayes, which indeed had need of lights, but afterwards we came in« 
to aplaitiechampaigncCountrey, which continued till within a league of the middle 
way lodge; to the which we were to defend a fteep hilJ.When we came thithei(which 
was about feven in the morning)we found our fre(h fupply waiting for us,who had fet 
out from their Towne at midnighc to meet us (note the Indians fubje&ion to their 
Preifts command ) and had made us a fire, and Warmed water for our Chocolatte. 
Which whilft I was drinking, the Indians of Zojabab^who had guided me thither, gave 
notice to thofe that came to receive from St. Martin ( fo Was the Towne called whi¬ 
ther I was that day minded ) of my miracle and fan&ity, wifhing them to reverence 
and refpeft me in the way. But not for this their foolifh report did I make t he Indiana 

of Zoiabahdrinke every one a cup of Chocolatte,and fo difmifled them; and took for¬ 
wards my journey to St. Martin. Moft of the way was hilly and craggy till we came 
within two miles of the Towne • to the which we airivedby noone* This Towne is 
cold, ftanding high , yet pleafant for the profpett almoft to Guatemala; here, and in 
moft of the Towns about it is moft excellent wheat. ThehOfoyof this Towne is the 
belt in the Countrey ; but above all it furniftieth Guatemala with Quailes, Partridges, 
and Rabbits. It is the firft Towne wee enter into belonging to the Cityand command 
of Guatemala, which did not a little comfort me , that now I wanted but one good 
journey to make an end of my long, tedious and wearifome travelling. The Frier 
of this Towne named Themat de la Cruz belonged unto the Dominican Cloifter of 
Guatemala5 he was a Criolian, but yet he entertained me very lovingly. I ftaied with 
him but that night. And in the morning (though I might have gone to dinner to Gua- 

would needs goe by the way tooneof the biggeft Townes in that Cc untrey, 
called Chimaltenango, (landing in an open' valley three leagues from the Ciiy,confi(iing 
of a thoufand houfe-keepers, and rich Indians who trade much about the Ccuntrey. 
In this Towne in my time there was one Indian 9 who alone bad beftowtd upon the 
Church fivethouland duckates. The Church yeelds to none in the City of Guatemala^ 

and in mufick it exceeds moft about the Country. The chief feali of Chimaltenango is 
upon 
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upon the 26. day of July, (which they call St. Annes dayj and then is the richeft faire 
that ever my eyes beheld in thofe parts of all forts of Merchants and Merchandize} 
Icisfuther fet forth with Bull-baiting, Horce-racing,Scage-playes, Maskes, dances, 
Mulick, and all this gallantly performed by the Indians of the Town. The Fryer of 
this Town was a Dominican, belonging to the Cloifterofthe Dominicans of Guate¬ 

mala, named Alonjo Hidalgo, a foure eyed old man, for hie alwaies wore fpe&aeles. 
Hec was a Spaniard borne, but having beene brought up in that Country from his 
youth, and having taken his habit and vowes in Guatemala amongft the Criolians, 
hee degenerated from his birth and Country-men, hating all fuch as came from Spain. 

Hee was deadly enemy to the Provinciall (ayming indeed himfelfe to bee Provinciall 
with the favour of theCriolians) and fo I perceived hee would have picked a quar- 
rell with mee) whilti I was with him} hee toldmeelwas welcome, though hee had 
little reafon to bid any welcome that had come from Spain, who hee thought came 
but to fupplant thole that had been born and brought up there in their own Country, 
and that forought hee knew, I learning the language of thole Indians might one 
day difpoflefle him of thatTowne, wherein hee had continued above ten yeers j hee 
envied much againll the Provinciall and Fryer John Baptifi the Prior of Guatemala, 
whom hee knew to bee my friend; But toallthislanfwered not a word, refpe&ing 
his grave and old ag?, and Cryftall Ipeftacles. At laft he told mee that hee had heard 
fay, that the Indians q{Zojabab had cried mecupfor a Saint, which heecould not be" 
leeve of any that came from Spain} much lefleof mee that came rom England a coun¬ 
trey of hereticks 5 but hee feared rather that I might come as afpie, to view the ri¬ 
ches of that their Country, and betray them hereafter to England^nd that in Guatemala 

there were many rich pieces, efpecially a piffure of our Lady, and a lampe in the Cloi- 
fter of the Dominicans, which he doubted not but I would bee carefull to pry into. But 
all this I put up with a jeft, faying, that I would bee fure to take notice firft of the 
riches of his chamber inpi&ures, hangings,and rich Cabinets, and that if the Englifb 

came thither in my time, I would furely conduft them to it; and if hee himlelfc 
would but caufe a fet of teeth of filver to bee fet in his gums and jawes in head of thofe 
leaden ones, (for hee was (bold that hee had loft allhisteeh, and had got fome of lead 
in their Head) then finely I would alfo conduct the Englifb to him as to a rich prize tfor 
his teethsand that I would warrant him hee fhould bee well uled for his outward and 
inward riches . and that this my counfell might bee profitable and of confequcnceto 
him, I told him; for iftheE»£*i/£{houldcome, certainly they would try of what 
metall his teeth were made, thinking that they might bee offome rare and exquifitc 
fubftance found onely in that Country, and fo might caufe him to drink fuch hoc and 
fealding broth, (to try whether they were lead) as might melt them in his mouth,and 
make the melted lead runnedowne his throat, which if they were of filver,they would 
not doe. Hee perceived I jeared him, and fo hee let rnee alone; I was glad I had put 
him out of his former byas of ray ling; fo dinner being ended,! told him I would not 
flay fupper, but goe to Guatemala to alight fupper in theCloifter, for that hee had 
given mee fuch a dinner, as I feared I fhould not have digeftedit in few daies. I de- 
fired him to let me have Indians to guide me to Guatemala^which he willingly performed, 
peradventure fearing that if I flayed fupper with him, I fhould melt the teeth in his 
mouth with fome fealding cup of my Chocolatte brought from Cb?apa9 or that in 
the night I fhould rifle or plunder his chamber of his rich Idols and Ebony Cabinets., 
The Indians being come, I made haft to be gone from that four eyed beaft,being now de- 
firousof a conftant reft in Guatemala. Within a league from this Town of Cbimaltenango^ 
the Rode way leaving that open,wide, and fpatious valley ,contra£ls and gathereth in 
it felfe between hils and mountaines ftanding on each fide , and focontinueth to the 
City. From this Valley unto Guatemala, neither is there any afeent or defeent bap a 
pi a in e, broad and Tandy way. The eye hath much to view, chough compafled with 
Mountaines, in thefe two laft leagues ; for vet it may behold a Town of Indians which 
taketh up moft of the way, andiscountedasbigas Cbimaltenango, if not bigger, the 
houfes lyingfcartered with a diftance one from another, mingled with many fair build¬ 
ings of Spaniards, who refort much thither from theCity for their recreation. This 
Town is called Xicotenangi) of a fruit named Xocotte, which is moll plentifull there, 
and all abautthe Country, it is frefh and cooling, ofa yellow colour when ripe, and 
of two forts, fome fweet.ani others fowre, of the Hones whereof the Indians make a 

firey 
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17 they lie fo thickknhe way, d ropping from the treesfor want of gathering and 
lending them all,thatthe Spaniards have begun to praftife the buying of Hogs on pur- 
nofetofetthem runne about that high way, finding that they fat as fpeedily and as 
well with thofe plummet as our Hogs doe in Eng/and vsith Akorns, All this way are 
^r ^nvf.irehardens, which fupply the Markets of Guatemala with herbs, roots, 
f f?r. and flowfrsall the veer. There are further in this Rode three water nulls for 
the corn of^he City,whereof the chief and the richeft belong, to the Dominican Fryers 
of Guatemala who keep there a Fryer conftantly with three or foure Blackmores to doe 
and overfee the worke; What will not thofe Fryers doc to fatisfie therr covetous 
minde” Even dufty Millars they will become to get wealth The Frontifp.ce of the 
Church of this Town is judged one of the bed pieces of worke thereabout,; theh.gh 

Alur within is alfo rich and ftately, being all daubed with gold. I made no flay in 
this place, becaufe Iknewllbould have many occafions after my fetlingm the City to 
come" nnto it. And thus keeping between the hils I continued on my |ourney till I came 
to Guatemala, whofe Dominions, riches and greatnefle the following chapter (hall 

largely (hew. 

c h a;p. xviil 

Defcrihing the Dominions, Government^ Riches > and greatnefle of the City of 
Guatemala,and Country belonging unto it. 

Had not rid on above a mile from the Church of Xocotenastgo fNhen the hils 
and Mountaines feemed to depart one from another, leaving a more pati- 
ous obiett for the eye to behold,and a wider Va ley to wander m.The fame 
of that City from Mexico and Cbiapa had railed up my thoughts to con- 
ceic0f fomeftrongwalls, Towers,Forts;or-Bulwarks to keepbptjnarpi- 

rine or attempting enemy-But when I came neere and leaft thought of it,I found my felf 
in k without entrfng through walls, or gates,or paffing over anybridge^rfindingany 
watch or guard to examine who I was j but paffing by a new built Church , Ending 

hand At mv firft turning I difcovered a proud and ftately Cloifter, which was the 
place of reVto my ” body. I fur/ounded it to finde out the back gate, and 
There lighted, and enquired for the Prior,who bad me very welcome, affuringmethat 
for the Provincials fake, Hhouldwantnoincouragement, and thathee would doe for 
mee much more then what the Provinciall had fignified unto him by Letters. He told 
mee hec had beene brought up in Spain, in the Country of ■iftun-x, where many En- 

glijh (hips did ufeto come,and having feen there many of my 
vervmuch and to mee as one of fo good a Nation,andas a ftranger and Pilgrime out or 
my^owne Country, hee would (hew all the favour that the utmoft of his power would, 
alford How glad was I,to find in him fo contrary an opinion to that of foure eyed t- 
daleo > And howdid he performe hi, words? He was the chief Made.-and Reader of 
Divinity in the Univerfity, his name Mailer JacinthdeCabannat, who 
firou, to follow the Schools, and Specially to hearfrom him (omeleffons ofTheologle 
within the firft quarter of yeer.that I had been his conftant and attentive Audtcor graced 
mee with a publick ad ofconclufions of Divinity which.1 wasrto defend under bs 
slireftion and moderation in the face of the whole Univerfity and Aflembly of DoEtor, 
an” Divines, againft the Tenentsof Wand Suarez. But theprincipal! and hea^ 
concluiion was concerning the birth of the Virgin /Lfary.whom both Jem.tes,5«arez 
andFrancifcans, and Scotifts hold to have beene borne without Ong.nall Cme^or 

tif 
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any guilcor ttaine of it, againrt whole fond,foolifh and ungrounded fancies, I publick- 
ly defended with Thomas Aquinas yind all Thomills, that (hee (as well as all Adams po- 
fterity) was borne in Originall. Itwasanaft, the like whereof had not been To con¬ 
troverted in thac Univerfity with arguments in contra, and their anlwers and folutions, 
and with reafons and arguments in pro many yeers before. The Jefuites ftamped with 
their feet, clapt with their hands, railed with their tongues, and condemned it with 
their mouths for a herele, faying, that in Sttgland ^ where were hereticks, fuch an 
opinion concerning Chrills mother might bee held, and defended by mee who had 
my birth among hereticks , but that Mailer Cabannat borne among Spaniards $ and 
brought up in their Univerfities, and being the chief Reader in that famous Academy 
fhould maintainefuch an opinion?they could not but much maryaile and wonder atit. 
But with patience I told them, that llrong reafons, and thefurther authority of many 
learned Tbomijl Divines Ihould fatisfie their vaine and clamorous wondring. The 
Aft was ended, and though with jefuites l could get no credit, yet with the Domi¬ 
nicans, and with Mailer Cabannat, I got lo much that l never after loll it for the fpace 
ofalmoll twelve yeers 5 but was Hill honored by the meanes of this Cabannat and 
Fryer John Baptijl the Prior of Cbiapa (who at Chriftmasenluirig was made Prior 
of Guatemala) with honors and preferments as great as ever llranger was living among 
Spaniards. Thefe two above named being at Candlemas or beginning of February 

that (ameyeeratCbiapa, at theeleftionof a new Provincial^ would not forget mee 
their pooreft Friend fill abiding in Guatemala^but remembring that the tlniverfity(which 
belonged chiefly to the Cloiller) at Michaelmas would want a new Reader or Mailer 
of Arts to begin with Logick, continue through the eight bookes of Phylicks, and 
to end with the Metaphylicks, propounded mee to the new elefted Provincialll(wholc 
name was Fryer John Ximentytid to the whole Chapter and Conventicle of the Pro¬ 
vince for Reader of Arts in Guatemala the Michaelmas next enfuing. Their fuit for me 
was foearnelt and their authority fo great that nothing could bee denied them, and 
fo thev broughtunto mee from the Provincial! Chapter thefe infuing Letters Patents, 
from Fryer John Ximeno,whole form and manner I thought fit here to inlert out of thg 
Original in SpaniJb(yj\\icb to this day abideth withme)for curiofityand fatisfaftion of 
my Reader. 

FRay Iuan Ximeno Predicador General y Prior Provincial defia Provincia 
de San Vicente de Chiapa y Guatemala, Ordende Predicadores. Por quanto 

meflro Convento de Sancto Domingo de Guatemala carece de Letfor de Artes. 
Por la prefente Infiituyo y doy por Lector Al Padre fray Thomas de Sancla Ma¬ 
ria (fowas my Name then, and by this name willfome Spaniards know mee, 
who may chance hereafter to read this, and curfe mee) por la fatisfaccion que 
tengodefu fufficiencia. T mando al Pe, Prior del d/chonueftro Convento le 
ponga enpofieffion del taloffcio. T para mayor merito de obediencia le mando 
in virtute Spirit Us fantfi,etfancla obedientia, et fub'pracepto formali . In no¬ 
mine PatriSy et Fihi.et Spiritus fancti. Amen. Fecho en efle nuefiro Convento 
de Chiapa la Real en nueve de Febrero de 1647, T la mande fcllar confcllo mayor 
de nuifiro officio. 

Fray Juan Por Mandado de Noftro RdOo 
or Padre,Fray Juan dc Sto» 

Kimeno Plis Domingo Noto. 

Not if que efia Patente a el Contenido, en 12 di as delmes de Abril de 1^27. 

Fray Juan* 
Baptifta Por* 

This Form according to the Originall in Spanijh is thus in Mnglijh,and to this purpofe0 

Ryer lohn Ximeno Preacher Generali, and Prior Provinciall of this Pro¬ 
vince of Saint Vincent of Chiapa and Guatemala, Order of Preachre; 

Whereas 
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Whereas our Convent of Saint Dominick of Guatemala wanteth and Rands 
in need of a Reader of Arts : By thefe prefents I doe inftitutc , name and 
appoint for Reader Fryer Thomas of Saint Mary , for the great fatisfadion 
which I have of his fufficiency. And I command the Prior of the forefaid 
our Convent, that hce put him into full pofTcffion and enjoyment of the faid 
Office. And for the greater merit of obedience I command him (our fore- 
named Reader,) by vertue of the Holy Ghoft,and of holy obedience,and un¬ 
der a formall precept, In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft, Amen.Dated in thb our Convent of Chiapa the Royalf,the ninth 
of February, 1627. And I commanded thefe to bee fealed with thegre^t Seale 
of our Office. 

Fryer John By the command of our Reverend 
or Father Fryer John of St. Do- 

Ximeno Pal. mintck.Notary. 

7 notified thefe Letters^ Patents, unto the contained in them the 12. day of the 
moneth of Aprill. 1527. 

Fryer John 
Baptifi. Par. 

This honour conferred upon mee a Granger, and new commer to the Province, 
made the Criolian party and forne others Oho had aymed at that place and prefer¬ 
ment in the Univerfity) to ftomack mee. But to mee it was a fpurre to ftir and prick 
mee on to a more eager purfuit of learning, to frequent the Academy leffons with more 
care and diligence; and tofpend myfelfe and time, day and night, more in ftudying , 
that fo I might performe with like honour that which was laid upon mee, and anfwer 
the expe&ation of my beftand torwardeft friends, Three ycers I continued in this 
Convent and City in obedience to the forecited Patents; oftentimes I thought within 
my felf that the honour of my Englijb Nation here lay upon me in Guatemala, in not 
fiiffering any Spaniard to goe beyond mee, or to outbrave mee with gallant, witty and 
well feeming arguments; and fo many times I would at nine of the clock at night, 
when others were gone to bed, take in my chamber a cup of hot Chocolatte, that with 
it I might banifh fleep from mine eyes, and might the better continue in my ftudy till 
one or two in the morning, being bound to awake and bee up again by fix.I was loath 
in thefe three yeers to take upon mee any other of fuch charges which are common in 
fuch Convents * butefpecially to preach much, and to hear the Ccnfcflions of fuch 
both men and women as referred to theChurch of that Cloifter* left hereby my ftu- 
dies might bee hindered, and time fpent in other waies. Yet the Prior and Mafter Ca- 
hannas would often bee very importunate with mee, to obtainetheEiftiops Licenfe for 
hearing of Confeftions, and Preaching abroad in the City and Country ( for in the 
Church of that t^loifter 1 might and did fbrnetimes, though feldome preach with Per- 
miffion of the Provincial!) but this I ftrongly refufed,untill fuch time as the Provincial! 
himfelfe came to Guatema who hearing me once Preach, would by all meaneshave 
mee further licenfoFand authorifed from the Biftiop, that fo I might not bee ftraitned 
within the Cloifters limits, but abroad in other Churches might freely Preach, and 
thereby get feme money for the better furnifhing my felfe with Bookes. Hee therefore 
commanded mee to bee examined by five examiners all able Divines, for the {pace of 
three houres (as is thecuftomeoi chatOrder)and having three houres flood under their 
hard and rigid queftions and examination, having alfo at the end obtained their appro* 
bation, then the Provinciall prefented mee unto the Biftiop with thefe words follow¬ 
ing,being taken out of the Originall yet abiding with mee. 

jpitejf Juan Ximeno Predicador General, y Provincial deft a Provincia de 
San vicenu de Chiapa y Guatemala, Ordcn de Predicadcrcs, Prefento a. 

Pefira 
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Vue fir a Sennoria Illuflrifima d Padre Fray Thom.is de Sand a Maria5 exa- 
minado y a provado-por cinco examinadores per vota Secret a5 conformed 
nuefras C onfit uti ones 5 Para que Vue fir a Sennoria Illuflrif.ma fe firva de 
darle licencia far a Confeffar y Predicar a todo genero de Gente en frobif 
pado, Conforme a la Clementina5 Dudem de Sepulturis* < 

A Vueflra Sennoria lllujlrifma Suphco le ay a por Prefent ado, y fefirva 

de dalle la dicha licencia, que en ello recibire merced. 

Fray Juan 
or 

Ximcno, Palis* 

This forms of Prefentation, ufed among them, naming the party prefentingj 
and the party prefented, is in Engliihmuch to this purpofe. 

Rier Iohn Ximeno^Preichet: Generali,and Provinciall of this Province of 
St. Vincent, of Chiapa and Guatemala, Order of Preachers,do prefent un¬ 

to your Lorfhip the father Frier Thomas of St. Mary ( already examined, 
and approved by five Examiners by fecret Votes 5 according to our Rule and 
Confbtutions ) that your Lordfhip may be plealed to grant him licence to 
heare Confeffions, and to preach to all forts of people in your Bifhoprick, ac¬ 
cording to that Rule and Canon of Pope Clement, beginning with thefe 
words, Dudum de Sepultures. 

I humbly befeech your Lordfhip, to have him for prefented, and to grant 
him your forefaid licence, and therein I fhall receive great favour* 

Frier Iohn 
or ■ v 

Ximeno. Palis. 

The Bithop of Guatemala being my great friend,and a Well-wifher to learning and e- 
fpecially to that Univenicie, needed not many words of intreaty, butprefent- 
ly gave me this Licence written on the back-fide ofchePrefentation,and that with¬ 
out any further examination by his Clergy and part of his Chapter, which hec 
may and doth ufe when he pleafeth. 

NOs el Maeflro Don Fray loan de Sandoval, y^ Capata5 de laOrden de 
San Auguflin por la Divina Gracia obifpo de Guatemala y la Vera 

Paf, del Confejo de fu Magiflad etc. For la Prefente damos licencia al 
Padre Fray Thomas de Santa Maria de la or den de Predicadores Conteni- 
do en la Prefentacion de fu Religion atras Contenida, Para que en todo 
efe nueflro Ob fpado pueda Predicar5 y Predique la Palabra de Dios, y para 
que pueda admimflrar, y admmiflre el Sacramento Santo de la Pemtentia 
generalmente a todas las P erf on as que con el tubieren Devocion de Confef¬ 
far e ( excepto Memos') y a la's Perfonas que Cenfeffare pueda abfolver, y 
abfuelva de todos fus pecados, Crimines y exceffos, excepto de los cafos re- 
fervados a fu fantidad, y a Nos por Dir echo, Dada en la Ciudad de San¬ 
tiago de Guatemala, en quarto de DiTfembre de Mill5 y Seyfcientos y veyn- 
te y nueve Annos. 

Por M^ndado del Ill""' mi Sen- 
nor Pedro Ramirez de Valdes, 
Secretario. 

M This 

Cl Obifpo de 
Guatemala 
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This forme of licence to preach and heare confeflions, from the Bifhopof Guate- 

mala, is worth Engliftingfor fome things in it, which I (hall obferve with inclo- 

fed Parenthefesas I goc along for the better reminding my Reader of them. 

\7\7Ec ( B flops in that Church fcorne the name of a fingular perfon, 
V V (having they have the fewer of all ferfons joyned together in them, 

of rich and poore, of fubject and Prince ) Matter and Lord Frier John de San¬ 
doval y Capata of the Order of St. Auguftin{ though brought up in a poore 
Mendicant Cloifter, yet now he takes upon him the Title of a Lord , and jhewes 
how Prelates in that Church ufe to Lord it over the people) by the Divine Grace 
Bifhopof Guatemala and the Vera Pa^( he files himfelfe a Bijhop by Divine 
Grace whereas he himfelfe acord mg to the common report of him, as alfo are 
mofl Bi [loops there made, was made Bijhop not by any Divine Grace, but by un¬ 
warranted Simony aud favour from Courtiers, having given many thoufand 
Crovones for that his Bijhopricke ) of his Majefties Councell ( Bifhops there 
mufl be Counfellors to Kings, and meddle m Court and Politicke affaires )by 

thefe Prefent give licence to Father Frier Thomos of Saint Mary, of the Or¬ 
der of Preachers, contained in the Prefentation from his religious O rder on 
the back'fide of this our licence, that throughout all our Bifhopricke he may 
and doe preach the word of God ( yet I confeffe This word of God is little ufed 
in Sermons in that Church, but rather the words of Saints of theirs and Fathers, 
and lying words of miracles,wherewith they fluff up a whole houres preaching) 
and that he may and doe adminifter the holy Sacrament of Penance( not only 
as it came from the mouth of him to whom the S eraphms cry B oly, B oly, B oly, 
but as it came from the head of Rome, who facrilegioufly files himfelfe Boli~ 
yjeffe and mofl Boly Father. Not a Sacrament asfo left and ordained by Chrifl, 
hut one of Romes feven Sacraments, which as it is a City knowne and diftin- 
guijhed by Jeven hills ff will that Church he knowne and diftinguifhedfrom the 
true Church by feven Sacraments ) generally to all perfons, which {hall have 
devotion to confeffe with him, excepting Nuns (this Bijhop had in that City 
ene of the fix Judges of the Chancery his daughter a Nun called Donna Juana 
de Maldonado y Paz, whom he loved dearly, and much conferred with her in 
private in the Cloifler, whofe private conferences he was jealous they jhould 
be knowne in Confeflion, and therefore would fuffer none to hear Nuns Confef- 
fions, but fuch as were his mofl intimate friends, and of whom he had great 
fatisfaction, alleadging this reafon that fuch as heard Nuns Confefions ought 
to be very skilfull and experienced in fuch w dies,and men of age-, for that grea¬ 
ter cafes of Confcience were to be met with in Nuns Confepons, than in others. 
By which reafon he unwifely brought an afperfion upon thefe Virgins, who jhould 
live chaflly andholily asfeparatedfrom the world and inclofed, and yet it feems 
by this Bifhvps opinion, that withintheir inclofed walls fins are committed more 
grievous then abroad in the wide world, and fuch as may pulflje a Ghoflly Fa¬ 

ther if not skillfull and ancient) and that he may and doe abfolve all perfons 
which fhall confeffe with him ( if onely God can pardon and abfolve from fmne. 
Oh how is Gods power arrogated and taken, yea and abufed by thofe facrilegious 

Pnefls !) from all their fins, crimes, and exedfes, excepting fuch cafes as are 
referved to his Holinette, and to us by Canon right. (A wicked rule and Ca¬ 
non, a Government certainly ?nofl cruell and tyrannicall, thatbindes poor wret¬ 
ches in feme cafes to goefyom America to Rome,;# leaf eight thoufand miles to 
cleave their Confciences before the Pope, or elfe they mufl die without pardon 
and absolution from finne, many having not meanes to goe thither, nor gifts to 

bellow upoh their Pope, who mufl be bribed to abfolve them* 0 how more fweet, 
comfor- 
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comfortable and fafe is it for a heinousfinner andojfendour even at home or in 
the Church grievous within his heart, and keeping within himfelfe , to lift up 
a broken heart, and make that pojle and Jlie with wings of Eagles to the high 
Throne of Gods grace and merey, with affured confidence that there only is par- 
don, remifion and abf dution granted to all fuch as doe truely and unfeig¬ 
ne dly repent of their fins ^crimes and exceffes!) Dated n the City of St. lames 

of Guatemalajihc fourth day of December, in the yeer of our Lord 1629. 

The Bifop of By the Command of my moft 
Guatemala T Jllufiriotts £<W,Peter Ramirez 

de Valdes. Secretary. 

Thus with full and ample Commiflion from the Bifhop and the Provinciall was I fet~ 
led in Guatemala, to read and preach* where, ( although I might have continued many 
yeers and was offered to read Divinity, having in part begun it one quarter of a yeere } 
I continued yet But three yeers and almoft an halfe for the reafon I (hall (hew hereafter. 
So what in that time I could obferveof that City, and of the Countrey round a- 
bout, having had occafions to travaile about it both when I lived in Guatemala, and 
afterwards when 1 lived for above leven yeers in the Countrey Townes, I fhall truly 
and faithfully recommend unto my Reader.This City of Guatemala C called by the 
Spaniards Santiago, or St. James of Guatemala is feated in a valley,which is not above 
two miles and a halfe broad/or the high mountaines doe keep it dole in;buc in length 
towards the South-lea it continues a wide and champaigne Countrey, opening it felfe 
broader a little beyond that Towne, which to this day is called la Ciudad Vieja,or the 
old City, handing fomewhat above three miles from Guatemala. Though the moun¬ 
taines on each fide doe ftrongly environ it, and efpecially on the Eaft-fide feem to hang 
over it, yet none of themare hinderers to Travellers, who over them have opened 
waies eafie for man and beafts though heavily laden with wares of all forts. The way 
from Mexico , if taken by the coaft of Soconuzco , and Suchutepeques comes into the 
CityNorth-weft-ward, which is a wide, open and fandy rode; if it be taken by 
Cbiapa, it lieth North'caft, andentreth into the City between the mountaines, as 
before hath been noted. Weft-ward to the South-lea the way lieth open through the 
valley and a champaigne Countrey. But South or South-Eaft, the entrance is over 
high andfteepy hils, which is the common Rodefrom Comayagua9 Nicaragua, and the 
Golfo dulce or (weetGulfe, where the (hips come yeerly and unlade all the Commodities 
which are brought from Spaine for Guatemala, This alfo is the way followed by them 
who take a journey meerEaft-ward from this City.But thechiefeft mountaines,which 
ftraightenin this City and valley are two, called Vulcanes, theonebeing a Vulcan of 
water, and the other a Vulcan or mountain of fire.,termed lo by the Spaniards,,though 
very improperly a Vulcan may be faid to containe water, it taking its name from the 
beathenfth God Vulcan, whofe profeflion and imploymencchiefly was in fire. Thele 
two famous mountaines (land almoft the one over againft the other, on each fide of the 
valley; tbac of water hanging on the South-fide almoft perpendicularly over the City, 
the other of fire ftanding lower from it, more oppofite to the old City.That of water 
is higher then the orher,andyeelds a goodly profpeftto the fight,being almoft all the 
yeer green, andfullof /a^idwMilpa’s, which are plantations of Indian wheat; and in 
the I'mall and petty Townes which lie fome halfe way up it,fome at the foot of it,there 
are Roles, Lillies, and other flowers all the yeer long in the gardens, befides Plan- 
tins, Apricockes, and many lorts of fweet and delicatefruits.lt is called by the Spani¬ 

ards, el Vulcan del agua, or the Vulcan of water, becaufe on the other fide of it troni 
Guatemala it fprings with many brookes towards a Towne called Saint Chrifiopher, and 
efpecially is thought to preferve and nourifh on that fide alfo a great lake of frefh water, 
by the Townes called Amatitlan and Petapa, But on the fide of it towards Guatemala 
and the valley ityeelds alfo fo many fprings of fweet and fre(h water,as havecauled and 
made a river which runneth along the valley clofe by the City, and is that which drives 
the water-mills fpoken of before in Xicotenangj. This river was not known when firft 
the Spaniards conquered that Country; butfince, according to their conftantTraditi- 
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on)theCity of Guatemala landing higher and neerer to the Vulcan in that place and 
Town which to this day is called laCiudadVieja, or the old City,there lived in it then 
about the yeer 1534* a Gentlewoman called Vonna Maria de CafiHia, who having left 
her husband in the warres, and that lame yeer buriedalfo all her children, grew fo im- 
patient under thefe her erodes and aftli&ions, that impioufly (he defied God,laying. 
What can God do more unto me now then he hath done>he hath done his worft with¬ 
out it be to take away my lifealfo, which I now regard not. Upon thefe words there 
gufhed out of this Vulcan fuch a flood of water as carried away this woman with the 
ftreame, ruined many of the houfes, andcauled the inhabitants to remove to the place 
where now ftandeth Guatemala. This is the Spaniards own Tradition,which if true, 
fhould be our example to learne to teare and nottodefie God, when his judgements 
(hew him to us angry and a God that will overcome, when he judgeth.Fromtbat time, 
and from this their Tradition is the Towne nowftanding where firft flood Guatemala, 
called la Ciudad Vieja0 or the old City, and hath continued a river which before was 
not knownc, having its head and fpiingfrom this high Vulcan, whofe pleafant fprings, 
gardens, fruits, flowers and every green and flourilhing profpe£t might be a fair objeft 
to a Martials wit, who here would fancie a new Varnaffus^ find out new fteps of flying 
Pegafus, and greet the Nymphes and nine Sifters with this their never yet difeovered 
and American habitation. This Vulcan or meuntaine is not fo pleating to the fight 
( whofe height is judged full nine miles unto the top ) butthe other which ftandeth on 
the other fide of the valley oppofite unto it,is tinpleafing and more dreadfull to behold, 
for here are allies for beauty,ftoncs and flints for fruits and flowers.baldnefle for green- 
nefle,barrennefle for fruitful nefle, for water whifperings andfountaine murmurs, noile 
of thunders and roaring of conluming metals,for running dreams,flafhings of fire,for 
tall and mighty trees and Cedars,1Cattles of lmoak rifing in height to out-dare the skie 
and firmament, for fweet and odoriferous and fragrant fmels,a ftink of fire and brim- 
ftone, which are ftil in a&ion ftriving within the bowels of that ever burning and fiery 
Vulcan.Thus is Guatemala feated in the midft of a Paradife on the one fide and a hell on 
the other, yet never hatbjthis hell broke fo loofe as to confume that flourifhing City. 
True it is formerly many yeersagoe it opened a wide mouth on the top, and breathed 
Olft fuch fiery allies as filiedifhe houfes of Guatemala zx\<\ the Country about, and par¬ 
ched all the plants and fruits, and fpued out fuch ftones and rockes which had they 
fallen upon the City would have cruftied it to pieces, but they fell not farre from it,but 
to this day lie about the bottome and fides of it,caufing wonder to thole that behold 
them,and taking away admiration from them that admire the force and ftrength office 
and powder in carrying on a weighty bullet from the mouth of a cannon,whereas here 
the fire of this mountaine hath caft upinto the aire and tumbled dowfle to thebottom 
of it fuch rockes as in hignelfe exceed a reafonable boufe, and which not the ftrength of 
any twenty Mules ( as hath been tried ) have been able to remove. The fire which fifti¬ 
eth outof the top ofthis mountain is fometimes more and fometimes ldfe.yet while 
I lived in the City, on a certaine time for the fpace of three or foure dayes and nights 
it did foburne that my friend Mr.Cabannas confidently avouched to mee and others, 
that handing one night in his window he had with the light of that fire read a letter, 
the diftance being above three Englijh miles. The roaring alfo of this monftrous 
beaft is notconftantly alike, but is greater in the fummer time then imthe winter, that 
iSjfrom OElober to the end of Aprils then all the reft of the yeer; for then it feems,the 
winds entring into thofe con cavities fet the fire on work harder then at other times,and 
caule the mountaine to roare and the earth about to quake.There was a time three yeers 
before my commingto that City, when the inhabitants expend nothing but utter 
ruineand deftruftion,and durft not abide within their houfes for nine dayes(the earth¬ 
quakes continuingand increafing more and more)but made bowers and arbours in the 
Market place,placing there their Idoll Saints and Images,efpecklly St.5e^]l^«3whom 
they hoped would deliver them from that judgement, and tor this purpofe they day ly 
carried him through the ftreets in folemn and idolatrous proceflion and adoration.But 
all the while I lived there the noife within the mountaine, the fmoake and flalhes of fire 
without, and theSummer earth-quakes were fuch that with the ufe and cuftotne of 
them I never feared any thing,but thoughtthatCity the healthieft and pleafanceft place 

- of d welling that ever 1 came into in all my travels. The climate is very temperate,farre 
exceeding either Mexico or Quaxaca, Neither are the two fore-named Cities better 
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ftored with fruits, herbes for fa lets, provifion offi(h,and flefh,Bcef, Mutton,Vcale*Kid* 
Fo wles,Tui kies,Rabbecs, QuaiJes, Partridges, Pheafants , and of Indian and Spunifi 
Wheat, then is thisCicy .* from the South Sea (which lyethlnfomeplaces not above 
twelve leagues from it} and from the Rivers of the South Sea Coaft, and from the 
frelhLake of AmatitUn and Petapa,and from another Lake lying three or foure leagues 
from ChimalienavgOy it is well and plentifully provided for of fifh. But for Beef there is 
fuch plenty, that it exceeds all parts of America jNithout exception, as may be known 
by the Hydes, which are fentyeerly to Spain from the country of Guatemala, where 
they commonly kill their Cattell, more for the gaine of their Hydes in Spain, then 
for the goodnefleor fatneffe of thefleft, which though it bee not to bee compared 
to our Beef, yet it is good mans meat, and fo cheap, that in iny cime it was 
commonly fold at thirteene pound and a halfe for halfa Riall, the lea ft coyne there* 
and as much as three pence here. Though all about this Country there are very great 
and fpatious Eftancia^s, Or Farmes for breeding onely, evenneer to the GolfoVufa 
Where the fbips iide that come from Spain, yet from Comayagua, St. Salvador ind Ni¬ 

caragua^ is Guatemala ftored ; But above all are the great Effancia’s in the South Sea 
Coaft or Marfti, wherein my time there was a Grazier that reckoned up going in, his 
owne Eftancia and ground, forty thoufand heads of Eeafts, fmall and great, befides 
many which are called there Simarrones,' or wild Cattell,which were ftrayed among 
the W oods and Mountaines, and could not bee gathered in with the reft, but were 
hunted by the Blackmores like wild Bores, and daily fhot to death, leaft they fhould 
too much increafeand doe hurt. My felfe chanced to bee prefent at the Fair of the 
Town of Petapa , with a friend named Lope de Chaves, (who was as they call there, 
Obligado, or charged to provide flefhfbr fix or feVen Townes thereabouts ) who at 
one bargain, and of one man, bought fix thoufand head of Cattell, great and fmall, 
paying one with another eighteen Rials,or nine Englifh (hillings a head. 

The manner and cuftome of Guatemala for the better providing both Beef and Mutton 
for it, and the Country Townes about, is this. Nine daies before Michaelmas, every 
day Proclamation is made about the City for an Obligado, or one that will bee 
bound to the City and Country for competent provifion of Flefhmeat upon forfei¬ 
ture of fhch a fumme of money to his Majefty, if heefaile, as fhallbecagreed up¬ 
on between him andtheCourt, and tb the Inhabitants of the City; if heefail inbeef* 
heeis to allow in Mutton (o many pounds at the fame rate as hce fhould have allow¬ 
ed beef. If the Obligado faile in Mutton, hee is to allow in Fowle flefh, fomany 
poundsand at the fame rate as hee was to allow the Mutton; and this with con- 
^deration of the family, what competent allowance of flelh meat (hall bee judged for a 
day, or the dayes that the Obligado fhall fail. Befides this the Proclamation i6 made 
for whom offers moft to his Majefty for one yeers Obligation.So that fometimes it hap- 
peneth that the eight daies feverall men Come into the Court,ofFering more and more, 
till upon the ninth day and laft Proclamation, the Office i$ fetled for one yeere upon 
him that hath offered moft unto his Majefty. Thus many Butchers are not allowed 
but one onely Obligado,who alfo is abridged to fo many pound for fo much mony,to 
thatif any other hefides him offer to kill or fell, he may follow an a&ion and the Court 
againft him : Thus the Obligado(who commonly is a monied man ) buyeth by the 
hundred or by the thoufand, as for the prefent hee findeth the expence of the City* 
without hee bee himlelf fuch a Grazier, as hath Cattell enough of hisowne. Though 
Mutton bee not fo plentifull as is Beef^yet there never wants from the Valley of Mix- 
co, Pinola, Petapa, and AmatitUn,and the Marjb and other places. In the Valley fore- 
named I lived, and was well acquainted with one AlonfoCdpata,. who hadI conftantly 
going in the Valley four thoufand fheep. Guatemala therefore is fo well ftored with 
good provifion, plenaifull and h eap, thatitis hardtofinde in it a begger, for with 
halfe a Riall the pooreft may buy beef for a weeke, and with a few Cacao’s they may 
have bread of Indian Maiz, if not of Spanifb Wheat. This City may confift of about 
five thoufand families, befides a Suburb of Indians called el Barrio de Sto. Domingo£ 
where may bee two hundred families niore. Thebeft part of the CitjMS that whic 
joyneth to this Suburb of Indians, and iscalled alfb el Barrio Santo de Domingo,by rea 
Ion oftheCloifter of Saint Dominick^ which ftandeth in it* Here are the richelt an ~ 
beft fhopsoithe City, with thebeft buildings, moftofthe houfes being new, an 
ately. Here isalfoi dayiy Tianguez (aithey call it) or petty Market, where fom?;, 
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allche day fit felling fruits, Heibs, and Cacao, but at the foure in the after, 
noone, this Mat ket is filled for a matter of an houre, where the Indian women meet to 
U their Country flap, (which is dainties to the Cr.obans) as Atolle, Pinole, folded 
Plantin', butter of the Cacao, puddings made of Indian Maiz, with a bit o Fovvle 
nr frcth Porke in them feafoni d with much red biting Chile, which they call Anaca- 
tamaies. Thetradingof the City is great, forbyMulesitpartakesofthebeftcommo- 
ditiesof Mexicotfuaxaca and Cbiapa, and Southward of Nicaragua^dCofianca By 
S a it hath commerce with Pern, by two Sea Ports and Havens, the one called\ la VtUa 

TuTrimJjd, the Village of the Trinity, which lyeth Southward from It five and 
rwentv leamiesand by another called el Realty,which lyeth five or fix. and forty leagues 
from it It hath traffique with Spain by the North Sea from Golfo duke,. lying three- 
fcore leaguesfromit. It is not fo rich as other Cities, yet for the quantity of it, it 
,“ids to none. There were in my time five (befides many other Merchants who were 
Loed worth twenty thoufand Jfockats, thirty thoufand, fifty tnoufand, fome few 
’a hundred thoufand) who were judged of equal wealth, and generally reported to 
bee worth each ofthem five hundred thoufand Doctors, thefirft was TbomaadeStUt- 
ztr aBifcainborn, and Alcalde de Carte, the Kings High Juflia:, or c met Officer at 
Court- tbefecondwas Antonio lupniano, a Genov™ born, and onethac bore often 
Offires’in the City, and had many Tenements and houfes, Specially a great and rich 
Fame for corn and Wheat in the Valiev tat Mexico. The third was Pedro de Lira,born 
in Calii'ia, the fourth and fifth, Antonio Fernandez and Bartolome Numcz, both Portm- 

oals, whereof the firll in my time departed from Guatemala for fome reafons which 
|-re Imuftconceale. The other foure Ileft there, the three of them living'* that 
end of theCity called Barriod, Santo Domingo, ortbellreet of St. Dommck^ whole 
houfes and presence makes that lireet excell all the reft of the City, and their wealth 
and trading were enough to denominate Guatemala a very rich City. The Govern¬ 
ment ofall'hc Country about, and ofa’l Honduras,Stcottufa, Comayagua, Nicaragua, 

ColiaB.ua, Vera Paz,,Cucbutepeqms, and Chiafa, is fubordmate unto the Chancery 
ot Guatemala, for although every Governour over thefe fcveralj Provinces is ap¬ 
pointed by the King and Councell of Spain, yet when they come to thofe 
parts to the enjoyment of their charge and execution office, then their aftions, if 
P„;,v a,eweighed, judged, cenfured, and condemned by the Court refiding in 
the Citv Thfs" Court of Chancery confifteth of a Prefident, fix Judges, oneKings 
Attorn ey and two chief Juttices bf Court. The Prefident, though her have not 
the name and title of Viceroy, as they of Mexico and Pern, yet h.s power is asgpeat 
and abfoiute as theirs. His Penfion from the King is but twelve thoufands Duckatt 
a veer- but befides this, if he be covetous, hee makes by bnbes and trading twice as 
much more, nay what ih.ee lift, as was feen ,n the Coma de laG.mra, Prefident ol that 

j r hancerv for the fpace of fourteen ycers, who departed in old age from 
^UltocS wherePwashtshou(e ajid place of birth) wo,th Millions of 
n,lru,t<: AftPr him fuceeeded Von Juan de Guzman, formerly Prefident of Santo 

LiiLwho lofing his Wife and. Lady in theway,loft alfo his former fpirit and cou¬ 
rage Staking himfelfe wholly to his devotions contemning wealth and riches, go¬ 
verningwith love and mild nefie, which made the reft of the Tudges,who were all for 
lucre, foone weary him out of his office, continu.ng in it but five ycers. His foccef- 

for (whom 1 left there wbenl came away) was Don Gonfalode Paz y Lomcana, who 
was promoted from the Prefidency of Panama to that place , and came into it with 
fitch a Point of covetoufnelleas the like had not been feen in any former Prchdenr. 
Hee forbad all gaming in privatehoufes in the City,which there ismuch ufed(though 
by women not lo much as in Mexico) notforthathee hated it, but becaafe hee en- 
vfed others, what they gotand gained by their Cards, drawing to himfelfe thereby 
all that gaine,foending Ibmctmies in one night foure and twenty pane of Cards, ap- 
poinfingaP ge to aff, liar the Tables, andto feethebox wellpa.d for every pat,e of 
Cards which for his, and his Court relpeft, was feldome leffe then a crown or two 
for everypaire. Thus did hee lick up with his Cards moftofthegameftersgames, and 
would grudge and pick quarrels with fuch rich men whom hee knew to affe& ga¬ 
ming, if they frequented not his Court atnight time for that bewitching Recrea- 

The Penfion which the King alloweth to every Judge of Chancery is foure Aoufond 
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' duckats yecrly,and three thoufand to his Attorney,aIl which is paid out of the Kings 
Exchequer abiding in that City. Yet what befides they get by bribes, and trading is 
fo much, that I have heard a fudge himlelfe Don Luis de las Infantas fay,that though 
a Judges place at Mexico and Lima be more honourable, yet none more profitable then 
Guatemala. In my time were fuch caufes at Chancery tried, gs had never been,of mur- 
thers, robberies, and oppreftions, and whereas it was expe&ed the offendants fomc 
fhould be hanged, fome baniflied, lotne imprifoned,fome by fines impoverifhed, bribes 
took all off,fo that \ never knew one hanged in that City for the (pace of above eight 
yeers.The Churches though they be not fo fair and rich as thofe oi Mtxico^yet they arc 
for that place wealthy enough.Thereisbutone Pari(h Church and aCathedrall which 
ftandeth in the chiefe Market-place. All the other Churches belong to Cloiftersj which 
are of-Dominicans, Francifcans, Mercenarians, Auguftines, andjefuites, and two 
of Nuns, called the Conception and St. Catbarine.The Dominicans,Francifcanssand 
Mercenarians are (lately Gloifters,containing neer a hundred Friers a piece, but above 
all is the Cloifter where I lived,of the Dominicans,to which is joyned in a great Walk 
before the Church the tlniverfitieofthe City.The veerly revenues which come into this 
Cloifter, what from the Indian Towns belonging to it, what from a water-mill, what 
from a farme for corne, what from an Eftancia, or farme for Horfes and Mules, what 
from an Ingenio, or farme of Sugar,what from a Mine of filver given unto it the yeer 
1633. are judged to be C exceptingall charges) at leaft thirty thoufand duckats ; 
wherewith thofe fat Friers feaft themlelves, and have to fpare to build, and enrich 
their Chnrch and Altars. Befides much treafure belonging to it, there are two things 
in it, which the Spaniards in merriment would often tell me that the Eng'ifb nation 
did much inquire after, when they tooke any (hip of theirs at fea, and that they Fared 
I was come to (pie them, which were a Lampeof filver hanging before the high Al¬ 
tar, fo big as required th ftrength of threemien to hale it up with a rope- but the o« 
therisof more value; which is a piftureof the Virgin Mary of pure filver, and of 
theftatureof a reafonable tall woman, which ftandeth in a Tabernacle made on pur- 
pofe in a Chappel of the Rofary with at leaft a dozen lampes of filver alfo burning be¬ 
fore it. A hundred thoufand duckats might foone be made up of the treasure belon¬ 
ging to that Church and cloifter. Within the walls of the Cloifter there is nothing 
wanting which may further pleafure and recreation. In the lower Cloifter there is a 
fpatious garden, in the midft whereof isafountainecaftingupthe water, and fpou- 
tingitoutof at leaft a dozen pipes, which fill two ponds full of fifties, and with this 
their conftant running give muficke to the whole Cloifter, and encouragement to ma¬ 
ny water-fowles and Ducks to bath and wafti themfelves therein. Yet further within 
theCloifter, there areother two gardens for fruits and herbage, and in the one a pond 
of a quarter of a mile long, all paved at the bottom,and alow (tone wall about, where 
is a boat for the Friers recreation, who often goe thither to fifti, and doe fometimes 
upon a fuddaine want or occafion take out from thence as much fi(b as will give to the 
\vholeCloifter a dinner. The other Gloifters of the City are alfo rich , but next to 
the Dominicans is the Cloifter of Nuns , called the Conceptionjn which at my time 
there were judged to live a thoufand women, notall Nuns, butNuns,and their fer- 
ving maids or Oaves, and yong children which were brought up and taught to worke 
by the Nuns. The Nuns that are profeffed bring with them their portions, five hundred 

^duckats the leaft,fome fix hundred,fome feven, and fome a thoufand, which portions 
after a few yeers( and continuing to the Cloifter after the Nuns deceafe)come to make 
up agreatyeerly rent. They that will have maids within to wait on them may , brin¬ 
ging the bigger portion, or allowing yeerly for their fervants diet. In this Cloifter li~ 
ved that Donna Juanade Maldonado Judge Juan Maldonado dc P*z his daughter,whom 
the Bifhop fo much converfed withall. She was very fair and beautifull5and not much 
above twenty yeers of age, and yet his love blinding him, he drove what he could 
in my time againft all the ancient Nuns and Sifters,to make her Staperioar and Abbefle, 
and cauled (uch a mutiny and ftrife in that Cloifter, which was very fcandalous to the 
wholeCity, and made many rich Merchants and Gentlemen run to the Cloifter with 
their fwords drawne,threatning to breake in amongft the Nuns todefend theif1 daugh¬ 
ters againft the powerful! fa&ion which the Bifhop had wrought for Donna Juana de 
Maldonado: which they had performed if the Prefident Don Juan de Guzman had 
not fent Juan Maldonado de Faz)the yong Nuns father,to intreat her to defift in regard 
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ot her yong age from her ambitious thoughts of being Abbelfe. With this the mutiny 
both within and without ceafed,the Bifhopgot butfhame,and his yong Sifter continu¬ 
ed as before tinder command and obedience, to a more religious, grave, and aged Nun 
then her ("He. EhlsDonna Juana de Maldonado y Pazwas the wonder of all that 
Cloiftel^ea of all the City tor her excellent voice, and skill in muficke, and in carri¬ 
age, and education yeelded to none abroad nor within ; fhe was witty, v ell fpoken 
and above ail a Calliope, or Mufe for ingenious and fuddain verfes • which the Bid,op 
faid, fo muchmoved him to delight in hercompany and converfation. Her father 
thought nothing too good, nor too much for her ; and therefore having no other 
children, he daily conferred upon her riches, as might heft befeem a Nun,as rich and 
coftly Cabinets faced with gold and filver, pictures and Idols for her chamber with 
crownes and jewels to adorne them ; which with other prefents from the Bifhop ( who 
dying in my time left not wherewith to pay his debts, for that as the report went he 
had lpent himfelfe and given all unto this Nun) made this Donna Juana de Maldom- 

. rlc^ a“^ Vately3.ather owne charges fhee built for herfelfe a new quarter 
within the Cloilter with roomes and galleries, and a private garden-walke, and kept 
at worke and to wait on her halfe a dozen Blacl^more maids; but above all fhe placed 
her delight in a private Chappel or Clofet to pray in,being hung with rich hangings 
and round aboutit coftly IaminaX as they call them ) or piftures painted upon brafle 
let in blacke bbony frames with corners of gold, fome of filver brought to her from 
Romeo her Altar was accordingly decked with Jewels, Candlefticks, Crownes,Lamps 
and covered with a Canopie embroidered with gold; in her Clofet fhe had her fmall 
organ, and many forts of muficall inftrumems, whereupon fhe played fometimes by 
herfelfe, fometimes with her beft friends of the Nuns; and here efpecially fhe enter¬ 
tained with mufickeher beloved the Bifhop. Her Chappel or place of devotion was 
credibly reported about the City to be worth at leaft fix thoufand, which was enough 
for a Nun that had vowed chaftity, poveroy, and obedience. But all this after her de- 
ceafe fhe was to leave to the CIoitter;and doubtlelfe with this Stare,and riches fhe would 
win more and more the hearts of the common fort of Nuns,till fhe had made a ftrong 
party, which by this may have made her Abbefle. t'hus is ambition and defire of com¬ 
mand and power crept into the walls of Nunneries,like the abominations in the wall of 
Ezekiel, and hath pofleffed the hearts of Nans, which fhould be humble, poore and 
mortified Virgins. r 3 

But befides this one Nun, there are many more, and alfo Friers, who are very rich 
font the City be rich (as is this) and great trading in it, they will be fure to have a 
(hare. Great plenty and wealth hath made the inhabitants as proud and vicious as are 
thofeof Mexko. Here is notonely Idolatry ,but Fornication and uncleanneffe as 
publike as many place of the India s: The Mulattos, Black-mores, Mecca's, Indi¬ 

ans, and all common fort of people are much made on by the greater and richer fort 
and goe as gallantly apparrelled as doe thofe of Mexico, fearing neither a Vulcan or 
mountaine of water on the one fide,which they confeflc hath once powred out a flood 
and river executing Gods wrath againft fin there committed; neither a a Vulcan of fire 
or mouth of hell on the other fide,roariiig within and threading to raine upon them 
S°d°ms ruine and deftruaionjndther the weaknefs of their habitation-lying wide open 
on every fide, without walls, or workes, orbulwarkes, to defend'them,or without 
guns, drakes, bullets,or any Ammunition to fcare away art approaching enemy who 
may fafeIy c?m^ anc* without refiftance upon them who live as profeffed enemies 
of JefusChrift. This is the City of St. James or Santiago de Guatemala the head of 
a vafte andante Dominion, which extendeth it felfe nine hundred miles to Nicoya 

and Cojta Rica South-wardjthree hundred miles to C^i^andZo^North-ward- 
a hundred and fourefcore miles to the further parts of Fera Paz, and the Golfo dulce 
Eaft-ward • and to the South-fea twenty or thirty, in fome places fourty miles Weft- 
ward. 

From Tuoantepequc ( which is no harbour for any great fhips ) which ftandeth from 
Guatemalan leaft foure hundred miles, there islanding place for fhips neerer to this 
City then js theviilage^ la Trinidad, or of the Trinity. The chiefe commodities 
Which from along thatcoaft are brought to Guatemalafrom the Provinces of Seco- 
nuzco and Sucbutepeques, which are extreame hot, and fubjeft to thunder and light¬ 
ning, where groweth[fcaiceany remarkeable commodity, faveonly Cacao, Alwtte, 

MecaJucbil, 
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t-MecbajMCfoi, BainiHas and other drugs for Chosolatte, exetpt it be fome Indigo and 
Cocbinil^QuiSt. Antonio,which is the chiefeand head Town of all the Sucbutepeques. 
But all the coaft neer joyningto Guatemala^cfpccialliy aboutaTowne called Izquinta, 

or Izquintepeque twelve leagues from Guatemala, is abfolutely the richeft par* of the 
Dominion of this City ; for there is made the greatelt part of the Indigo whic isfent 
from Honduras to Spaine, befides the mighty farmes of Cartel which arc all along that 
n:ar(h.Though the living there be profitable and the foile rich, yet it is uncomfortable 
by reafon of the great heat, thundcings and lightnings, efpecially from May to Mi- 

cbaelmas, I i Guatemala be ftrong (though not in weapons or Ammunition ) in peo¬ 
ple, it is drone; from hence from a defperatc fort of 'Blacl^mores^ who are (laves in thole 
Eftancia’s and farms of Indigo. Though they have no weapons but a Machette^which 
is a (hort Tuck, or lances torun at the wild Cattel, yet with thefe they are fo defperate^, 
that the City of Guatemala hath often been afraid of them, and the Matters of their 
owne (lavesand (ervants. Some of themfeare not to encounter a Bull though wild 
and mad,and to graple in the rivers (which are many there ) with Crocodiles * or 

Lagarto’s, as there they call them, till they have overmaftered them,and brought them 

out to land from the water. 
This hot,but rich Country runnes on by the Sea fide unto the Village ofthe Trinity^ 

which (though fomew hat dangerous ) yet is a haven for (hips from Panama, Tetuy 

and Mexico; It ferves to enrich Mexico, but not to rtrengthen it, for it hath neither 
Fort,nor Bulwarke, nor Caftle,nor any Ammunition to defend it felfe. Between this 
Village and the other Haven called Realejo, there is a great Creek from the Sea; where 
fmall veflels doe ufetocomein forfrefti water and Victuals to St. Miguel* Towne of 
Spaniards and Indians, from whence thofethat travaile to Rtalejo paife over in lefte 
then a day to a Town of Indians called La Vieja> two miles from Real jo, w hither the 
journey by land from St. Migtcelis of at ieatt three daiesi But neither this Creeke or 
Arme of the Sea is fordfied(which mightbe done with one or two peeces of O; dnance 
atmoft placed at the mouth of the Teas entrance ) neither is the Realejo ftrong with a- 
ny Ammunition, no nor with people, for itconfifts not of above two hundred fami¬ 
lies, andmoftof them are Indians zud Mexico’s> a people of nocourage,and very un¬ 
fit to defend iuch an open paffage to Guatemala and Nicaragua, which here begins and 
continues in fmall and petty Indian Townes unto Lem and Granada. 

On the North fide of Guatemala I (hall not need to adde to what hath been faid of 
Sucbutepeques and Socomtzco&nd my journythat way from Mexico and Cbiapa. The 
chiefe fide of Guatemalan that on the Eatt, which points out the way to the Golfe, or 
Golfo duke, or as others call it St. Thomas de Capita. This way is more beaten by Mules 
and Travellers, then that on the North fide, for that Mexico ftandeth three hundred 
leagues from this City, and the Golfe but threefcore, and no fuch paflages as are in 
fome places in the Pvodc to Mexico. Befides the great trading, commerce, and traf- 
fique, which this City injoyeth by that Golfe from Spaine, hath made that rode exceed 
all the reft. V In July or at furtheft in the beginning of Auguft come into that Golfe 
three lhips,or two,and frigate,and unlade what they have brought from Spain in Bode¬ 
ga’s or great Lodge9,buiIt on purpofe to keep dry and from the weather the commodi¬ 
ties. They prefently make haft to lade againe from Guatemala thole Merchants commo¬ 
dities of returne, which perad venture have lien waiting for them in the Bodega’s two 
or three moneths before the (hips arrivall. So that thefe three moneths of July, 
Augufl and September, there is fure to be found a great treafure. And O the fimplicity 
or lecurity of the Spaniards, who appoint no other watch over thefe their riches, five 
only one or two Indians and as many Mulatto’s , who commonly are fuch as have for 
their mifdeamours been condemned to livein that old and ruinatedCaltJe of S Thomas 

de CaflilialTrue it is,above it there is a little and ragged Town oflndi jHfyCa\ledS.Pe~ 
dro confiding of fome thirty families, who by reafon of the exceeding heat, and un- 
healthineife of the air, arealwaiesfickly and fcarceable to (land upon their legs. But 
the weakeneflfe of this Golfe within might well bee remedied and fupplyed at the 
mouth of the (ea, or entrance into it by one or two at the moft good peeces of Ord¬ 
nance placed there. For the entrance into this Golfe is but as one (hould come in at 
thedooreof fome great Palace* wherealthough the dore and entrance be narrow, the 
houfe within is wide and capacious. Such p this Golfe, whofe entrance is ftraitned 
with two rocks or mountaineson each fide (Which would well become two great Pee¬ 

ces, 
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ces, and fo fcorne a whole fleer, and (ccure a Kingdome of Guatemala, nay mod of all 
America') but here being no watch nor defence,the fhips come freely and fafely in ( as 
have done feme both Englijb and Holland lhips ) and being entred find a rode and har¬ 
bour fo wide and capacious as may well fecure a thoufand (hips there riding at anchor, 
without any thought of feare from St. Pedro3ot Santo Thomas de Caflilia. 1 have of¬ 
ten heard the Spaniards jear and laugh at the Enghjh and Hollanders, for that they ha¬ 
ving come into this Golfe, have gone away without attempting any thing further up¬ 
on the land. Nay while I lived there, the Hollanders let upon Tmxillo the head Port of 
Gotnayagm and Honduras, and tooke it ( though there were fome refiftance ) the people 
for the moft part flying to the woods, trufting more to their feet then to their hands 
and weapons )fuch cowards is all that Coun trey full of) and whilft they might have 
fortified themfelves there and gone into the Countrey ,or fortifying that have come on 
totheGoIfe( all Guatemala fearing it much and not being able to refift them) they 
left Truxillo contentingthemfelves with a (mall pillage, and gave occafion to the Spa¬ 

niards to rejoyce and to make proceflionsof thanklgivingfor their fafe deliverance out 
of their enemies hands. 
^ The way from this Golfe to Guatemala is not fo bad as fome report and conceive, e- 
fpecially after Michaelmas untill May, when the winter and rain is part and gone, and 
the winds begin to dry up the waies. For in the worft of the yeer Mules laden with 
four hundred waight at lead goe eafily thorow the fteepeft,deepeft,and moft dangerous 
paffages of the mountaines that lie about this Golfe. And though the waies are at 
that time of the yeer bad, yet they are fo beaten with the Mules,and fo wide and open, 
that one bad ftep and paffage may be avoided for a better; and the worft of this way 
continues but fifteen leagues, there being Rancho’s, or Lodges in the way, Cattel and 
Mules alfo among the woods and mountaines, for reliefe and comfort to a weary Tra* 
veller. What the Spaniards moft feare untill they come out of theft mountaines, are 
fome two or three hundred B lacl^mereSjSimarrones,who for too much hard ufage,have 
fled away from Guatemala and other parts from their Matters unto theft woods, and 
there live and briBg up their children and encreafe daily, fo that all the power of Gua¬ 

temala., nay all the Countrey about ( having often attempted it) is not able to bring 
them under fubjefti on .Theft often come out to the rode way,and ftt upon the Requa’s 
of Mules, and take of Wine, Iron, clothing and weapons from them as much as 
they need, without doing any harme unto the people, or (laves that goe with the 
Mules 5 but rather theft rejoyce with them,being of one co!our,and ftbjeft to flavery 
and miftry which the others have fhaken off* by whofe example and encouragement 
many of theft alfo (hake off their miftry,and joyne with them to enjoy libertie,though 
it be but in the woods and mountaines. Their weapons are bowes and arrows which 
they ufe and carry about them, onely to defend themfelves, if the Spaniards fet upon 
themjelft they uft them not againft the Spaniards, who travell quietly and give them 
part of what provifion they carry. Theft have often faid that the chiefe caufe of their 
flying to thoft mountaines is to be in a readinefle to joyne with the Englijh or Hollan¬ 

ders, if ever they land in that Golfe; for they know, from them they may 
in joy that liberty which the Spaniards will never grant unto them. After the firft fif¬ 
teen leagues the way is better, and there arelittle Towns and villages of Indians, who 
relieve with provifion both man and beaft. Fifteen leagues further is a great Town of 
Indians,called Acabajllan, (landing upon a river, which for fifh is held the beft all that 
Country. Though here are many forts,yet above all there is one which they call Bo¬ 
bo, a thick round fifh as long or longer then a mans arme, with onely a middle bone, 
as white as milke,at fat as butter,and good to boil,fry,ftew or bake.There is alfo from 
hence moft of the way to Guatemala in brooks and (hallow rivers, one of the beft fort 
of fifties in the world,which the Spaniards judge to be a kind of Trout, it is calledthere 
Tepemechin, the fat whereof refembles veal more than fifti. 

This Towne of Acahajllan is governed by a Spaniard who is called Corrigidor; 
his houfe extendeth no farther then to the Golfe, and to thoft Townes in the 
Way. This Governour hath often attempted to bring in thoft Simarrones from the 
mountaines, but could never prevaile againft them. All the ftrength of this place may 
bee fome twenty muskets ( for fo many Spanifh houfts there may bee in the Towne)and 
fome few Indians thatufe bowes and arrowes, for the defence'of the Town againft the 
Blackgiore Simarrones. 

About 
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Abouc AcjcabaJilan, there are many Ettancia’s ofCattell and Muks, much Cacao, 
Achiotte, anddrugsfor Chocolatce; There is alfo Apothecary drugs, as Zarzaparilla, 

and Cannafijittla, and in the Town as much variety of fruits and gardens, as in any 
one Indian Town in the Country 5 But above all Acacabajllan, is farre known, and 
much efteemedofin the City of Guatemala, for excellent Muskmillians, fome fmall* 
fome bigger then a mans head, wherewith the Indians load their mules and carry 
them to fell all over the Country. From hence to Guatemala, there are but 
thirty (hort leagues, and though fome hills there be, afeents and defeent, yet nothing 
troublefome tomanorbeaft. Among thefe Mountaines there have beene difeoveredi 
fome mines of metall, which the Spaniards have begun to digge, and finding that 
they have been fome of Copper, and fome of iron, they have let them alone, judge- 
ing them more chargeable then profitable. But greater profit have the Spaniards loft, 
then of iron and copper, for ufing the poore Indians too hardly, and that in this 
way, from AcacaBjfiian to Guatemala, efpecially about a place called, tlAgua Caliente 

the hot water, where is a River,out of which in fome places formerly the Indians found 
fuch (tore of gold, that they were charged by the Spaniards with a yeerly tribute of 
gold. But the Spaniards being like Valdivia in Cbille, too greedy after it, murthering 
the Indians for not difeovering unto them whereabout this treafure lay,have loft both 
treafure and Indians alfo. Yet unto this day fearch is made about the Mountaines, 
the River,and the fands for the hidden treafure, which peradventiare by Gods order 
and appointment, doth and fhall lie hide, and kept fora people better knowing and 
honouring their God. At this place called el Agua Caliente, or the hot water, liveth 
a Blackmore in an Eftancia of his own,who is held to be very rich,and gives good enter® 
tainemenc to the Travellers that pafle that way$Jtje.is rich in Cattell,Sheep, and Goates, 
and from his Farm ftores Guatemala sinSfoti^ge&ph thereabout with the beft Cheefe of 
all that Country. But his riches are tlm'qght not fo much to increafe from his Farm 
and cheefes, but . from this hidden treafure, which -credibly is reported to be known 
unto him. -He hath been queftioned about it in the Chancery of Guatemala, but hath 
denyed often any fuch treafure to be known unto him. The jealoufie and fufipicion 
of him, is, for that formerly having been aflave, hee bought his freedome with great 
fummes of money, andfince hee hath been free, hath bought that farm and much 
land lying to it, and hath exceedingly increafed bis ftock • To which hee anfwereth, 
that when hee was young and aflave, hee had a good Matter, who let him get for 
himfelf what hee could, and that hee playing the good husband, gathered as much 
as would buy his liberty, andatfirft alittle houfe tolivein, to the which God hath 
fince given a blefling with a greater increafe of ftock. From this hot water three 
or foure leagues , there is another River called,2?zWe/z» Vaccas,or the River of Corves^ 

where are a company of poore and country people moft of them Meftizo’s, and Mu¬ 
latto’s, who live in thatched houfes, with fome fmall ftock ofCattell, fpending their 
time alfo in fearching for fands of Gold, hoping that one day by their diligent 
fearch they and their children, and all their Country (hall bee inriched, and that 
Jlio de las Vaccar, fhall parallel Fa&olus, and ftirre up the wits of Poets to fpeak of it as 
much as ever they have fpoke of that. From this River isprefently difeovered the 
pleafanteft valley in all that Country, (where my felfe did liveatleaft five yeers)called 
the Valley of Mixco} and ’Simla, lying fix leagues from Guatemala, being fifteen miles 
in length, and ten or twelve in breadth; Outof the inclofures this Valley is ftored with 
fheep ; the ground inclofed is divided into many Farmes, where groweth better wheat 
then any in the Country of Mexico. From this Valley the city is well provided of 
wheat, and Bisket is made for the fhips that come every yeere unto the Golf. It is 
called the Valley of Mixco, and Timla from two Townes of Indians, fo called,ftanding 
oppolice the one to the other on each fide of the Valley, Pinola,on the left fide from 
de las Vaccas, and Mixco on the right.Here do live many rich Farmers,but yet Country 
and clownifh people, who know more of breaking clods of earth , then of managing 
Armes offenfive or defenfive. But among them I mutt not forget one friend of mine, 
called Juan Palomeque, whom I fhould have more efteemed of then I did if I could have 
prevailed with him to have made him live more like a man then a beaft, more like a free 
man then a bond Have to his gold and filver. This man had in my time three hundred 
lufty mules trained up in the way of the Golf, which hee divided into fix Requa’s, or 

com- 
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companies; and tor them be kept above a hundi ed Blackmon flaves.men, women and 
children, who lived neer Mixco in feverall thatched cottage?. The houfe he 
lived in himfelfe was buc a poore thatched houfGjWherein he tooke more delight to live 
then in other hoafes which he had in Guatemala. , for there hee livid like a wilde 
Simmon among his Haves and Black^mores, whereas in the City he fhould have lived 
civilly; there he lived with milke , curds, and blacke^ hard and meuldy bbker, 
and wich a dry taflajo, which is dry faked beefe cut out in thinne dices, and 
dryed in the fun and wind, till Lhere be little fubftance left in ir,fuch as his flaves were 
wont to cary to the Golfe for their provifion by the way, whereas if he had lived in 
theCity, he mult have eat for his credit what others of worth did eat. But tbemifer 
knew well, which was the belt way to fave, and fo chofe a field for a City , a cottage 
forahoule, company of Simarrones and Black-mores for Citizens, and yet he was 
thought to be worth fix hundred thoufandduckats. He was the undoer of all others 
who dealed with Mules for bringing and carrying commodities to the Golfe for the 
Merchants; for he having lufty Mules, tufty flaves, would let the price or rate for the 
hundred weight fo, as he might get, but others at that rate hiring Indians and fervants 
to goe with their Mules, might Iofe. Hewasfocruell to his 'Blackmons, that if 
any were untoward, he would torment them almoft todeath; among!! whom he had 
one (lave called Macaco(for whom I have often interceded, but to little purpofe)whom 
he would often hangup by the armes, and whip him till the blood ran about his back, 
and then his flelh being torne, mangled, and all in a goar blood, he would for lalf cure 
powreboylinggreafeuponitj he had marked him for a Have with burning irons upon 
his face, his hands, his armes, his back, his belly, his thighes, his legs, that the 
poor (lave was weary of life,and I thinke would two or three times have hanged hini- 
(elfe, it I had not counfelled him to the contrary. He was fo fenfuall and carnall 
that he would ufe his own flaves wives at his pleafure; nay when he met in the City a- 
ny of that kind handfome and co his liking, if fhe would not yceld to his defire, he 
would goe to her mafter or miftrefie,and buy her,offering far more then fhe was worth, 
boafting that he would pull downe her proud and haughty lookes, with oneyeers fla- 
very under him. He killed in my time two Indians in the way to theGolfe, and with 
his mony came off, as if he had killed but a dog. He would never marry, becaufe his 
flaves fupplyed the bed of a wife, and none of his neighbours durft fay him nay; 
whereby he haded to fill that valley with baffards of all forts and colours, by whom, 

' when that rich mifer dieth,all his wealth and treafure islike to beconfumed. 
Belides the two Townes which denominate this valley, there ftandeth at the Eaft 

end of it clofeby the Rio del as Vaccas an Ermitage, called Nojira Sennora del Carmel, 

or our Lady of Carmel, which is the Parifh Church to all thofe feverall farmes of Spa- 

niards living in the valley; though true it is, mod conftantly they doe refort unto the 
Indian Townes to Mafic, and in Mixco efpecially, the Spaniards have a rich fodality 
of our Lady of the R ofary, and the Blackjmorcs another. In afl the valley there may 
be between fourty and fifty Spanijb farmes or houfes belonging to the Ermitage, and 
in all thefe houfes, fome three hundred flaves, men and women, Blacl^mores and Mu¬ 
latto’s. Mixco is a town of three hundred families,but in it nothing confiderable,but the 
riches belonging unto the two forenamed Sodalities,and fome rich Indians,who have 
learned of the Spaniards to break clods of earth,and to fow wheat,and to traffique with 
Mules unto theGolfe. Belides what fowles and great (lore of Turkeys which in this 
Towne are bred, there isa conflant {laughter houfe, where meat is fold to the Indians 
within, and to the farmes without, andprovifion is made for all the Requa’s and 
flavc-s that go to the Golfe with their makers Mules. Befides the fix Requa’s before na¬ 
med of Juan Palomeqtte, there are in this valley four brothers, named DonGafpar, 
DonDiego, Don Thomas, Don Juan ds Colindres, who have each of them a Requa of 
threefcore Mules ( though few flaves, and onely hired Indians to goe with them ) to 
traffique to the Golfe, and over all the Country as far as Mexico fometimes. Yet be¬ 
fides thefe there are fome fix more Requa’s belonging toother farms,which with thofe 
of theTowneof Mixcomzy make up full twenty Requa’s; and thofe twenty Requa’* 
contains above a thoufand Mules, which only from this valley are imployed to all 
parts of the Country by the rich Merchants of Guatemala. But to returne againe to 
theTowneof cJMixco, theconftant paflagethorowit of thefe Requa's, of rich Mer¬ 
chants, of all paffengers that goe and come from Spain,hath made it very rich; where* 



A New Survey of the Weft- Indies. 135 

as in the Town it felf there is no other commodity,except it be a kind of earth,where¬ 
of are made rare and excellent pots for water, pans, pipkins, platters, diflies, cha* 
fing-di(hes, warming-pans, wherein thofe Indianj (hew much wit, and paint them 
with red, white, and fever all mingled colours, and fell them to Guatemala, and the 
Towns about,which fome Criolian Women will eat by full mouth fulls,endangering 
their health and lives, fo that by this earthly ware they may looke white and pale. 
The Towne of *Pinola in bignelfe is much like unto Mixco, but a far pleafanter Town, 
more healthy and better feated, handing uponaplain, whereas Mixco Hands on the 
fideonahill, which carrieth the Travellers quite out of thefightof the valley. In Pi- 

nola there is alfo a (laughter houfe, where beef is dayly fold, there is plenty of fowles, 
F ruits, Mate, W heat £ though not altogether fo bright as that of Mixco ) hony, and 
the bell water thereabouts ; it is called in the Indian tongue Panac£ fome fay ) from a 
fruit of that name which is very abundant there. On the North and South fide of 
this valley are hils, which are moil fbwn with wheat, which proveth better there then 
in the low valley. At the Weft end of it, ftand two greaterjTownes then Mixco and 
Pinola, namedPetapa, and Amatitlan, to the which there are in the midftof the val¬ 
ley fome defeents and afeents, which they call Baranca’s or bottomes* where are plea* 
fant ftreaoies and fountaines,and good feeding for fheep, and Cattel. 

Petris a Towne of at leaft five hundred inhabitants very rich, who fuffer alfo 
fome Spaniards to dwell amongft them, from whom alfo thofe Indians have learned to 
live and thrive in the world. This Towne is the paffage fromComajagua, St. Salvador, 
Nicaragua, andCoJla Rica, and hath got great Wealth by the conftant goers and 
comers. It is efteemed one of the pleafanteft Townes belonging unto Guatemala, for 
a great Lake of frefh water neer unto it, which is full of fifli, especially crabs, and a 
filh called, Mojarra,which is much like unto a mullet (though not altogether fo big ) 
and eateth like it. In this Towne there is a certaine number of Indians appointed, 
who are to fi(h for the City, and on Wednefdayes, Fridayes, and Saturdayes, are 
bound to carry fuch a quantity to Guatemala, of Crabs and Mojarra’s, as the Gorre- 
gidor and Regidores,Major and Aldermen ( who are buteight) (hall command week¬ 
ly to be brought. 

This Towne Petapah fo called from two Indian words, Petap, which fignifieth a 
Mat, and ha, which fignifieth water, and a Mat being the chiefe part of an Indiant 

bed, it is as much as to fay a bed of water, from the fmoothncfle,plainnefle,and calm- 
nefle of the water of the Lake. There liveth in it a principall family of Indians,who 

are laid to defcend from the ancient Kings of thofe parts, and now by the Spaniards 
are graced with the noble name of Guzman • out of this family is chofen one to be 
Governour of the Towne with fubordination unto the City and Chancery of Guate¬ 

mala. Von Bernabe de Guzman was Governour in my time, and had been many yeers 
before, and governed very wifely and difcreetly, till with old age he came to loofe hig 
fight; zndinhis \\diCtznivedh\s ion V on P tdro de Guzman, of whom the reft of the 
Indians flood in great awe, as formerly they had to his father. Had not thefe Indi- 
ans beemgiven to drunkennefle ( as moH Indians are ) they might have governed a 
Town ot Spaniards.This Governour hath many priviledges granted unto him(though 
none to weare a fword, or rapier, as may the Governour of Cbiapa of the Indians') 
and appoints by turnes fome of the Towne to wait and attend on him at dinner and 
fupper, others tolooke to his Horfes, others to fifh for him, others to bring him 
wood for his houfe fpending , others to bring him meat for his Horfesj and yet after 
all this his attendance, he attends and waits on the Frier that lives in the Towne, and 
doth nothingconcerning the governing of the Towne and executing of juftice, but 
what the Frier alloweth and advifeth to be done. There is alfo great fervice appointed 
forthisFrier, of Filhermen, and other attendants in his houfe, who liveth as ftate- 
ly as any Bithop.Moft trades belonging to a well fetled Common-wealth are here ex- 
ercifed by thefe Indians, fa for herbage,and garden-fruits,and requisites, it bath what- 
fbever may be found,or defired in the City of Guatemala. The Church creafare is very 
great,there being many Sodalities of our Lady and other their Saints , which are en¬ 
riched with crowns,andchains,and bracelets,befides the lamps,cenfers,& filver candle- 
flicks belonging unto the Altars.Upon Michaelmas day is the chief fair and feaft of the 
Town,which is dedicated unto St. Michael,whither many Merchants reforc from Gua 

temala to buy and felljin the afternoon,and the next day following,BuIJ-baiting is the 

N common 
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common fporc for that feaft with fome Spaniards and Blackrnores on Horie-backe, and 
other' Indians on foot 3 who commonly being drunke, fome venture, fome lofe their 
lives in thefport. Befides thisgenerallconcourfe of people every yeer at that time 
there is every day at five a clock in the afternoone a Tianguez or market, upheld by the 
concourfe of the Indians of theTown among themfelves. Befides the lake, there run¬ 
neth by this Town a rivcr,which in places iseafily waded over, and waters the fruits 
gardens, and other plantations,and drives a mill which ferves moft of the valley to 
grind their wheat. Within a mile and a halfe of this Towne there is a rich Ingenio 
orfarmeof Sugar belonging to one Sebaflian deSavjaletta, a Bijcaine borne, who came 
at firft very poore into that Country, and ferved one of his Country men 5 but with 
his good induftry and paines, he began to get a Mule or two to traffique with about 
the Country, till at laft he increafed his ftocke to a whole Requa of Mules, and from 
thence grew fo rich that he bought much land about Petapa, which he found to be ve¬ 
ry fit for Sugar, and from thence was incouraged to build a princely houfe , whither 
the belt of Guatemala doe refort for their recreation. This man rtiaketh a great deale 
of Sugar for the Country, and fends every yeer much to Spamt • he keepeth at lead 
threefcore (laves of his own for the worke of his farmcj is very generous in houfe kee¬ 
ping, and is thought to be worth above five hundred thoufand Duckats. Within halfe 
amilefrom him there is another farme of Sugar, which is called but a Trapiche 

belonging unto the Auguftin Friers of Guatemala, which keepes fome twenty (laves, 
and is called a Trapiche , for that it grinds not the Sugar Cane with that device of the 
Ingenio, but grinds a lefle quantity, and fo makes not fo much Sugar as doth an In¬ 
genio. From hence three roilesis the Town of Amatitlan, neer unto which ftandeth 
a greater Ingenio of Sugar, then is that of Savaletta, and is called the Ingenio of one 
Anisy becaufe he firft founded it, but now it belongeth unto one Pedro Crejpo thePoft- 
mafter of Guatemala5 this Ingenio feemeth to be a little Town by it felfe for the many 
cottages and thatched houfes of Slackmore (laves which belong unto it, who may be 
above a hundred, men, women, and children. The chiefe dwelling houfe is ftrong 
and capacious, and able to entertain a hundred lodgers. Thefe three farmes of Sugar 
(landing fo neer unto Guatemala, enrich the City much, and occafion great trading 
from it to Spaine. The Town ot tsimatitlan, though in it there live not f© many Spa- 
niardr as in Petapa, yet there are in it more Indian families then in Petapa. The ftreets 
are more orderly made and framed like a Chequer board, they are wide, broad,p!ain, 
and all upon duft and fand. This Towne alfo enjoyeth the commodity of the lake’ 
and furnifheth with fi(h the City oC Guatemala,upon thole daies before named of Feta~ 
pa. And though it ftandeth out of the rode-way, yet it is almoft as rich as Petapa. 
For the Indians of it get much by the concourfe of common people, and the Gentry 
of Guatemala, who refort thither to certain bathes of hot waters, which are judged 
and approved very wholefome for the body. This Towne alfo getteth much by the 
fait which here is made, or rather gathered by the lake fide, which every morning ap¬ 
peared like a hoary froft upon the ground, and is taken up and purified by the Indians, 

and proves very white and good. Befides what they get by the fait, they get alfo by 
theRequa’s of Mules in the valley, and about the Country, which are brought to 
feed upon that fait earth a day, or halfe a day, untill they be ready to burft ( the ow¬ 
ner paying fix pence a day for every Mule ; and it hath been found by experience, 
that this makes them thrive and grow lufty and purged them better then any drench, 
or blood-letting. They have further great trading in Cotton- wool3more abundance 

of fruits then Petapa, a fairer market place with two extraordinary great Elm-trees, 
under which the Indians daily meet at evening to buy and fell. The Church of this 
Towne is as faire and beautifull as any about Guatemala, the riches and ftate whereof 
hath caufed the Dominican Friers Cl nee the yeer 1635,50 make that place the head and 
Priory over the other Townes of the vall.ey,and to build there a goodly and fumptuous 
Cloifter, in which in my time there was(for I told then moft of it, and doubtlelfe fince 
it hath much increafedjeight thoufand Duckats laid up in a cheft,with three lockes for 
the common expences of the Cloifter.Thus my Reader,! have led thee through the val¬ 
ley oCAdixco ,and Pinola, Petapa and Amitttlan9 which in riches and wealth, what with 
the great trading in it,what with the fheep & cattell^what with the abundance of mules, 
what with three Farmes of Sugar, what with the great Fa rmes-of Corn and Wheat, 
what with the churches treafures yeelds to no other place belonging unto the dominions 

of 
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of Guatemala.! may not forget yet a double wheat harveft(as I may well term it)in this 
Vally.Thefirflbeingof a little kinde of Wheat,which they call TrigoTremeJino,a word 
compounded in Spanijb from thefe two words,/rex mejes^ or from the Latin tresmenfej') 
which afterthree monethsfowing is ripe and ready to be cut down, and being fowed 
about the end of Auguji, is commonly harvefted in about the end of November, and 
although in the fmalneffeofit, it leemes to have but a little Flower, yet it yeelds as 
much as their other forts of Wheat, and makes as white bread, though it keep notfo 
well as that which is made of other Wheat, butfoone groweth Hale and hard. The 
other harveft Cwhich isof two forts of Wheat, one cal led Rubio, or red Wheat, the o- 
ther called Blanquilleo, or white like Candia Wheat') followeth foon after this firfl of 
Tremejino, for prefently after Chriflmas every one begins to bring theis Ik kies into 
the field, where they doe not onely reap down their Wheat, but in head of threfhing 
it in barnes, they caufe it to bee trod by Mares inclofed within floores madeonpur- 
pofein the fields; and when the Wheat is trod out of the Earesbythe Mares tram¬ 
pling, who are whipped round about the floores that they may not Hand Hill,but tread 
it conftantly and throughly; then the Mares being let out of the floores, the wheat is 
winnowed from the chaffe.and put up clean into lackes, and from the field carried to 
the Barnes; but thechaffeanclmofiofthefirawisleft torotin thefields, which they 
efieem as good as dunging; arid further fet all thefields on fire, burning the Hubble 
that is left a little before the timeof thefirfl fhowers ofraine, which with the afhes 
left after the burning fatteth the ground, and by them is held the belt way to hu£ 
band or dung their ground. Others that will fow a new and woody peece of land, 
caufe the trees, though timber trees to bee cut down, and (ell not a flick of that wood, 
(which there is foplentilull, that they judge it would not quit their coft to carry it 
to Guatemala) though in England it would yeeld thoufand pounds ) but they let it 
lie and dry, and before the winter raine begins, they fet on fire all the field , and 
burn that rich timber, with the afhes whereof that ground becomes fo fat and fertile, 
that whereupon an Aker wee fow here three bufhels of Wheat, or upwards, they 
fow fuch ground fothin, that theyfcarce dare venture a full bufhell upon an Aker, 
lefl with too much fpreading upon the ground it grow too thick, bee lodged, and 
they loofe their crop. The likethey doe unto the paftureof theValley ; aboutthe 
end of March, it is fhort and withered and dry,and they alfo fet it on fire, which be¬ 
ing burnt caufeth adifmallfight, andprofpeft of a black valley; but after the firft 
two or three fhowres, it puts on againe its greene and pleafant garment, inviting the 
CattelI,Sheep,L3mbs, Goats,and Kids, (which for a while were driven away to other 
pafturing ) to return and fport againe, to feed and refl in its new flourifhing bo- 
fome. But now it is time, I return again back to the other end of this valley, to the 
Kio.de las Vacas (from whence I have viewed the compafle of if, and made my long 
digreffion from Eaflto Wefl, to thefartheflTowneof Amatitlan) to {hew thee, my 
Reader, the little part of thy way remaining unto Guatemala. True it is, from the 
Ermitage of our Lady, there is a flreight way through the middle of the valley leading 
almofl to Amatitlan^nd then turning up a hill out of the valley on the right hand;But 
that hath many afeents and defeents, faottomes, falls and rifings, and therefore is not 
theconflant Rode, which from the Ermitage pointeth on the right hand, obferving 
the Towne of Mixco, Handing but five miles frorii Guatemala, from Mixco the way 
lyeth up a hill, and leadeth to a Town fbmewhat bigger then Mixco, of Indians cal¬ 
led San Lucas, or St .Luke, a cold Town, but exceeding rich ; the temper and cold- 
neffeof it, hath made it the fiorehoufe, or Granary for all the City • for whereas be¬ 
low in’the Valley;the Wheat will not keep long without mufling,and breeding a worm 
called GurgajoJ}rich is the temper of thisTown ol St.L«fe3that in it,theWheat will keep 
two or three yeeres ready threfhed, with a little turning now and then ; and as it lyeth 
will give and yeeld,(a* experience taught meethere)fo that he that hath laid up in that 
Town two hundred bufhels of Wheat, at the yeers end fhall find neer upon two hun¬ 
dred and twenty bufhels. This Towne therefore receives from the Valley mofEof 
the harvefl, and is full of what wee call Barnes, but there are called Trojas, without 
floore-, butraifed up with ftackes and bordsa footortwofrom the ground, and 
covered with mats, whereon is laid the Wheat, and by fome rich Monopolifis from 
the City is kept and hoarded two and three yeers,untill they find theirbeft opportunity 
to bring it out to fale, at the rate of their own will and pleafure. From hence to 
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Guatemala there is but three little leagues , andoneonely Barranca, orbottome, and 
on every fide of the way little petty Townes, which they call Milpat, cor. filling of 
fome twenty Cottages. In the middle of the way is the top of a hill,which difcovereth 
al! the City, and ftandeth as overmaftring of it,as if with a peece or two of Ordnance 
it would keepe all Guatemala in awe 5 But befides this hill, which is the wide and o- 
penRode, there Hand yet forwarder on the right and left hand other mountaines 
which draw neerer to the City, and what this top peradventure with too much di- 
ftance,is not able to doe or reach, the others certainly would reach with Cannon (hot, 
and command thatfarre commanding City. Downe this hill the way lies broad and 
wide, and as open as is the way downe Barnet or Higbgate Hill5 and at the bottome 
it is more ftraitned betweene the Mountaines, for the fpace of a bowfhot, which pafc 
fage alfo is craggy by reafonof ftoncs and fome fmall peeces of rocks which lie in a 
brook of water that defcends from the Mountaines, and runs towards the City. But 
at a little Ermitage called St. lohn, the way opens againe itfelfe,and fheweth Guatema¬ 

la, welcoming the weary travellers with a pleafant profpeft, and eafing theirs, or 
their mules or horfes feet, what with green walkes, what with a Tandy and gravelly 
Rode unto the City, which never (hut gateagainft any goer or comer, nor forbad 
their entrance with any fenced walls, or watchmens jealous queftions, but freely 
and gladly entertaines them either by the back fide of the Dominicans Cloifter, or by 
the Church and Nunnery called the Conception. And thus my Reader, and coun¬ 
try man I have brought and guided thee from the Golfe unto Guatemala, fhewing what 
that way is mod remarkable. I (hall not now (hew thee any more of this Cities Do¬ 
minions toward Nicaragua and the South ( having already fhewed thee the way as far 
as Realejo) leaving that untill I come to tell thee of my journey homewards, which I 
made that way. There remaines yet the Country of the Vit a Paz and the way unto 
it to difeover, and fo to dole up this Chapter. The Vera Paz is fo called,for that the 
Indians of that Country hearing how the Spaniards had conquered Guatemala, and did 
conquer the Country round about, wherefoever they came, yeelded themfelves peace¬ 
ably and without any refiftance unto the Government of Spaine. This Country for¬ 
merly hada Bifhopco it felfediftinft from Guatemala, but nowisinadeone Biflioprick 
with that.It is governed by an Alcalde Maior,or highjuftice fent from Spain%mth fob- 
ordination unto the Court of (juatemala. The head or (hire Town of it, is called Cobatiy 

where is a Cloifter of Dominican Friers, and the common place of Residence of the 
Alcalde Maior* All this Country asyet is not fubdued by the Spaniards, who have 
now and then fome ftrong encounters with the barbarous and heathen people, which 
lie between this Country and Jucatan • and faine would the Spaniards conquer 
them, that they might make way through them unto a Town called Campin belong¬ 
ing to Jucatan, and fettle commerce, andTraftique by land with that Country, 
which is thought would bee a great furtherance to the Country and City of Guatema- 

la> and a fafer way to convey their goods to the Havana, then by the Golf, for often¬ 
times the (hips that goefrom the Golf to the Havana, are met with by the Hollanders 

and forprifed. But as yet the Spaniards have not been able to bring to pafle this their 
defign, by reafon they have found ftrong refiftance from the heathenifh people, and 
a hot (ervice to attempt the conquering of them. Yet there was a Fryer a great 
acquaintance of mine, called Fryer Francifco Moran y who ventured his life among thole 
barbarians, and with two or three Indians went on foot through that Country,untill 
he came unto Campin3 where he found a few Spaniards,who wondred at his courage and 
boldnefle in comming that way. This Fryer came back again to Coban and Vera Paz, 

relating how the barbarians hearing him fpeake their language , and finding him 
kind,loving and curteousto them, ufed him alfo kindly,fearing(asheelaid) that if 
they (houldkill him, the Spaniards would never let them bee at reft and quiet, untill 
they had utterly deftroyed them. Hee related when he came back, that the Coun¬ 
try which the Barbarians inhabite, is better then any part of the Vera Paz, which is 
fubjeft to the Spaniards, and fpokemuchof a Valley, where is a great lake, and a- 
boutitaTowneof Indians, which hee judged to bee of at leaft twelve thoufand In¬ 
habitants, the Cottages lying in a diftance one from another. This Fryer hath writ 
of this Country, and hath gone to Spain to the Court to motion the conquering of 
it, for the profit and commodity that may enfoe both to Guatemala and Jucatan, if 
a way were opened thither. But though as yet on that fide the Spaniards and the 
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Country of the VeraPaz, bee ftraighened by that heathenife people, yet on the o- 
ther fide it hath free paffage unto the Golf, and trade there when the (hips doe come, 
carrying Fowles and what other Provifion the Country will afford for the (hips, 
and bringing from thence wines, and other Spanifb wares unto Coban. This Coun¬ 
try is very hilly and craggy, and though there bee fome bigge Townes in it, they are 
not above three or foure that are confiderable. The chief commodities, ar c Acbiottc 
which is the bed of all the Country belonging to Guatemala) and Cacao, Cotton 
Wooll, hony,Conns fifiulo, andZarzaparilla, great ftore of Maiz, but no Wheat, 
much waxe,plenty of fowles and birds of all coloured feathers,wherewith the Indiana 
make fome curious works,but not like unto thofe of Mecboacan-,here are alfo abundance 
of Parrets, Apes and Monkies which breed in the Mountaines. The way from Gua¬ 

temala to this Country is that which hitherto hath beenefpoken of from the Golf, 
as far as the Town of St. Luk^\ and from thence the way keeps on thehilsandmoun- 
taines which lie on the fide of the Valley of Mixco. Thcfe hils are called Sacatepeques, 

(compounded of Sacatt and Tepee, the latter fignifying a hill, and the former, herbe 
or grade, and thus joyned, they fignifie mountaines of grade) and among them are 
thele chief Townes, firft Santiago or St. James, a Town of five hundred Families, fe- 
cond\y9 San Pedro or St. Peter, confiding of fix hundred families, thirdly, St. Juan, 
or St. John confiding alio of at lead fix hundred Families,and fourthly, Sto Domingo Se± 
nano, or St. Dominic of S tnaco, being of three hundred Families. Thele foure Towns 
are very rich, and the two lad very cold, the two firft are warmer; there are about 
them many Farmesof corn and good Wheat, beddes the Indian Main,. Thcfe In¬ 

dians are fome what of more courage then thofe of other Townes, and in my time 
were like to rife up againft the Spaniards for their unmercifull tyranny over them. The 
Churches are exceeding rich; in the Towne of Santiago, there was living in my time 
one Indian, whoforonely vaine-glory had bellowed the worth of fix thoofand Du- 
ckates upon that Church, and yet afterwards this wretch was found to bee a Wizard 
and Idolater. Thefe Indians get much mony by letting out great tuffes of feathers, 
which the Indians ufe in their dances upon the feafts of the Dedication of their towns. 
For fome of the great tuffes may have at leaft threescore long feathers of divers colours, 
for every feather hiring they have halfe a Rial!, befides what price they fet to every 
feather, if any ftould chance to be loft. From the Town of St. lohn, which is the fur- 
theft the way lies plain andpleafant unto a little village of fome twenty Gottages,cal- 
led St.Kaymnndoor St.Raymond}from whence there is a good dayes journy up and down 
Barrancas, or bottomes unto a Rancho, or lodge Handing by a River fide, which is 
the lame River, thatpafleth by the Town of Acocabafilan fpoken of before. From 
this is an afeent or a very craggy and rocky Mountaine, called the Mountaine of 
RabinaU, where arc fteps cut out in the very Rockes for the mules feet, and (lipping 
on one or the other fide, they Fall fiirely downe the rockes, breaking their neckes,and 
mangling all their limbes and joyntsj but this danger continueth not long nor 
extendeth above a league and a half, and in thetopand worftof this danger, there 
is the comfort of a goodly Valley, called El Vaide de San Nicholas, StMcbolat his Val¬ 
ley , from an Eftancia called St. Niebolos belonging to the Dominicans Cloifter of Co¬ 
ban. This Valley though it nauft not compare with that of Mixco and Pim/a • yet next 
after it, it mty well take place for onely three things confiderable in it. The firft 
is an Ingenio of Sugar, called San Gerenjmo, or St. Hitrome, belonging unto the Domi¬ 
nicans Cloifter of era*/*,which indeed goeth beyond that fpoken of of-Amatitlan, 

both for abundance of Sugar made there, and fent by mules to Guatemala over that 
rocky Mountaine, and for multitude of (laves living in it under the command of two 
Fryers, and for the excellent horfes bred there, which are incomparably the 
beftof all the Country of Guatemala for metle, and gallantry, and cherel or t( though 
mules are commonly ufed for burthens) are much defired and looked after by the Gal¬ 
lants and Gentry of the City, who make it a great part of their honour to prance a- 
bout the ftreets.The fecond thing in this Valley is the Eftancia or Farm of St. Nicolas 

which is as famous for breeding of mules, as is St. Hierome (or horfes. The third or¬ 
nament to it is a Town of Indians, called RabinaU, of at leaft eight hundred Families, 
which hath all that heart can wife forpleafure and life of man. It inclineth rather 
to heat thencold, but the heat ismoderate and much qualified with the many cool 
and feady walkes. There is not any Indian fruit, which is not there to be found, be- 
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firle*thc fruics of Spain, as Oranges, Lemmons, fweetandfowre, Citrons, Pomegra¬ 
nates Grape s5 Figs,Almonds, and Dates , theonely want of wheat is not a want to 
u mind bread of wheat more then of Maxtor in two dayes it is eafily brought 

f Townes of sS~ Forflelh, it hath Beef, Mutton, Kid, Fowlcs, Tur- 
tT Ouailes Partridges,Rabkts,Phearants5and for fift.it hath a River running by the 
^ r?T, liirh vreldctli plenty both great and fmall. The lu&am of this Towne 
aremuAUke unto thofe of Cbhpa of tile I«d<a-»,for bravery for feafting, for riding of 
horfe and (hewing themfelves in fports and pafiimes. This Town my fri®dFry« 
UbnfapUft, after hee had been Prior of many places, and efpecially of Cfaafa and 
Guatemala, chofc to live in to injoy quietnefle,pleafure aid oontent 5 and in this Town 
was I feafted by him in fuch a fumptnous,prodigall and laviftung way, as truely might 
make poor mendicant Fryers alhamed to come fo neer unto Prwcesin vanity of hteand 
?*this Valiev unto the Vera fan, or Coban , the headTown of it, there is 
nothing confidence,Cave onely one Town more called St. CbriJIeval or St. Cbrifpher, 
which enioyeth now a pleafailt Lake,and bottomelefle,as is reported. Formerly there 
K* L,au ^a great Earthquake, the earth there opened, and fwallowedup 
manv^ufesleavingTlds^Lake which ever fince hath continued. From hence to Coban 

the wayes are bad and mouBtainous,yet fnch as through the worft of them,thofe coun- 
irv mies with heavy burthens eafiiy goe through. And thus with my pen,Reader,have 
I cone through molt of the bounds and limits of Guatemala, which is more funrnflied 
KsOowns of India*., theni,any part ofall America, anddoubtleffewere 
the India*! warlike, induftrious, aftive for warre or weapons, no part in all America 

might bee ftronger in people then Guatemala. But they being kept under and op- 
orefred bythe Spaniard!, and no weapons allowed them, not to much as their natu¬ 
ral Bowe^ and Arrowes, much leffeGuns, Piftols, Muskets, Swords, or Pikes, that 
courage is gone, their afTeffions aUenated from the Spaniard!, mi Co At Spaniard! 

micht verv wall feare,that if their country (hould be mvaded.the multitude of their In- 
S’ oeoDle would prove to them amultitude of enemies, either running away to ano¬ 
ther fide s or forced to help,would bee to them but as the help of fo many flies. 

CHAP. XIX. 
Sherri*? the cond,tio»,quality,fafhion, rmdMavmr of the Indians#/ 

Country of Guatemala fince tht Cenq«eft,andeftecutUy ofthetrfeap, and 
ycerly Solemnities. 

IH E condition of the Indians of this Country of Guatemala is as fad, and as 
much to bee pitied asof any Indian! in America, for that Imayfay it is with 
them in fome fort, as it was with Ifrael in fyjph of whom it is laid, Exod.i.y. 

- 1 They Were fruitful! and increafed abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed excluding 

mighty, and the land wet filled with them, and therefore Fharaob faid unto his people, 
Verf.io. Let w deale wifely with them, lefl they multiply, and it erne to page , that »bm 

there falletb out any Wane, they joyne alfo unto ourtnemit /, and fight agamfi us. 1 here- 
fore they did fet over them taskemafters, toafflift them with their burdens, and 
they made their lives bitter with bondage, in morter and in brick, andm all manner 
of fcrvice in the field;and all their fervice wherein they made them ferve was with rigor. 
Though it is true,there ought not to be any companfon made betwixt the lfraeUtes and 
the Indians,thofe being Gods people,thefe not as yct;nevertheleffe the companfon may 
well hold in the oppreffion of the one and the othcr,and in the manner and caufeot the 
oppreffion5that b-ing with bitterneffe,rigour, and hard bondage, and left they lhould 
multiply and ihcreafe too much.Certain it is, thefe Indians fuffer great oppeffion from 
the Spaniards five in great bitterneffe,are under hard bondage, and fcrve with great n- 
Por/nd al ihis,becaufe they are at Ieaft a thoufand of them for one Spauiardyhey daily 
multiply and increafe,in children and wealth,and therefore are feared left they fbould be 
toomighty3and either rife up of themfelves,or joyn themfelves to any enemy againl 
their oppreflbrSifor both which fears and jealoufies,they are not allowed the ufe °f a*jy 
weapons or arhies3no not their bows and arrows,which their anceftors formerly uled $ 
fo that as hereby the Spaniards are fecured from any hurt or annoyance from them as an 
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unarmed peoplc^o may any other nation,that (hall be incouraged to invade that land, 
be fecure alfo from the Indianj,& confequently the Spaniards own policy for themfelves 
aaainft the Indians maybe their greateft ruine,anddeftruaionsbemg a great people and 
vet no people; for the abundance of their Indians would be to them as no people 5 and 
they themfelves,(who out of their few Towns and Cities live but here and there, too 
thinlv fcattered upon fo great and capacious a land ) would be but a handful! tor any 
reafonable Army 5 and of that handfull very few would be found able or fitting men 5 
and thole able men would do little without the help of guns and ordnancejand it their 
own oppreffedpeople. Black-mores and I»^4»j(which themfelves havealwaies feared) 
(hould fide againft them,foon would they be fwallowed up both from within and from 
without. And bv this it may eafily appear how ungrounded they are,who lay,it is har¬ 
der to conquer America now then in Cortez his time, for that there are now both Spam- 
aril and Indiani to fight againft, and then there were none but bare and naked Indian,. 

This I fay is a fclfe ground; for then there were Indian, trained up in wars one agamit 
another) who knew wel to ufe their bows and arrows, and darts, and other weapons^ 
and were defperate in their fights and fingle combats,as may appear out of the hiHones 
of thermbut now they arecowardized, oppreffed, unarmed, foon frighted with the 
noife of a muskct,nay with a fowre and grim look of a Spaniard^o from them there is 
no fearsneither can there be from the Spaniards,who fromal the vaft dominions of Cj//*- 
temala are not able to raife five thoufand able fighting men, nor to defend fo many pal- 
faees as lie open infeverall parts of that Country, which the wider and greater it 
is, might be advantagious to an enemy, and while the Spaniard in one place might 
oppofe his ftrength, in many other places might his land be over-run by a foraine 
nation 5 nay by their owne flaves the 71 lack-mores, who doubtlefle to be fet at liberty 
would fide againft them in any (uchoccafion5 andlaftly, the Cnolians who alfo are 
fore oppreffed by them, would rejoyce in fuch a day, and yeeld rather to live with free- 
dome and Hbercy under a forain people, then to be longer oppreffed by thofe of their 

The miferable condition of the Indians of that Country is fiich, that though the 
Kings of Spain have never yeelded to what forae would have, that they fhould be 
flaves, yet their livesareas fullof bitterneffe as is the life of a flave.For which I have 
known my felfe fome of them that have come home from toyhng and moyling with 
Spaniards, after many blowes, fome wounds, and little or no wages, who have ful- 
lenly and ftubbornly lain down upon their beds, refolvingtodie rather then to live 
any longer a life fo flavifh, and have refufed to take either meat or drmke or any thing 
elfe comfortable and nourithing, which their wives have offered unto them, that fo 
by piningand ftarvingthey mightconfume themfelves. Somel have by good perfwa- 
f/ons encouraged to life rather then to a voluntary and wilfull death s others there 
have been that would not be perfwaded, but in that wilfull way have died.The Spani¬ 

ards that live about that Country (efpecially the farmers of the valley of Mixco,Pt- 
nola Tetapa, AmatitUn, and thofe of the Sacatepeques)ilkad%c that all their trading, 
and farming, is for the good of the Common-wealth, and tnerefore whereas there 
are not Spaniards enough for fo ample and large a Countrey to doe all their work and 
all are not able to buy flaves and Blackporef, they ftand m need of the Indians help to 
(erve them for their pay and hire 5 whereupon it hath been considered, that a partiti¬ 
on of Indian labourers be made every Monday, or Sonday in the afternoon to the 
Spaniards, according to the farmes they occupie, or acordmg to their feverall employ- 
men ts,calling,and trading with Mules,or any other way.So that for fuch and fuch * 
diftrift there is named an officer, who is called JuezRepartidor, who according to a 
Lift made of every farme, houfe, andperfon, is to give fo many Indians by the week. 
And here is a doore opened to the prefident of Guatemala,and to the Judges to provide 
well for their meniail fervants, whom they commonly appoint for this office, which 
Is thus performed by them. They name the Town and place of their meeting upon 
Sonday or Monday, to the which themfelves and the Spaniards of that diftrift do re¬ 
fort. The Indians of the feverall Towns,are to have in a readineffe fo many labourers 
as the Court of Guatemala hath appointed to be weekly taken out of fuch a Towne, 
who areconduaed by an officer to the Towne of general! meeting 5 and when 
they come thither with their tooles, their fpades, (hovels, bils, or axes, with their 
provifion of viauals for a week ( which are commonly fome dry cakes of^Maiz, 
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puddings ut frixoles, or Frencb beanes, aud a little Chile or biting long pepper, or a 
bit of cold meat for the firft day or two ) and with beds on their backeaf which is 
only a courfe woollen mantle to wrap about them when they lye on the bare ground) 
then are they (hutupintheTowne-houfi, fomewith blowes, fome with fpurnings, 
fome with boxes on the eare, if prefintly they goe not in. Now all being gathered 
together, and the houfe filled with them, the Juez Repartidor or officer, calls by the 
order of the Lift (uchandfucha Spaniard, and alfo calls out of the houfe fo many 
Indians as by the Court are commanded to be given him ( Tome are allowed three, fome 
foure, fome ten, fome fifteen, fome twenty, according to their employments) 
and delivereth unto the Spaniard his Indians, and fo to all the reft, till they be all fir- 
ved - who when they receive their Indians, cake from them a toole, or their mantles* 
tofecure them that they run not away ; and for every Indian delivered unto them^ 
they give unto the Jue2 Repartidor or officer, halfe a Riall, which is three pence an 
Indian for his feet, which mounted) yeerly to him to a great deale of money; for fome 
officers make a partition or diftribucion of four hundred, fome of two hundred/ome 
of three hundred Indianj, every week, and carrieth home with him fo many halfe hun¬ 
dred Rials for one, or halfe a dales workc. If complaint be made by any Spaniard 
that fuch and fuch an Indian did run away from him, and firved him not the week paft, 
the Indian mub be brought, and furely tied to a port by his hands in the Marketplace, 
and there be whipped upon his bare backe. But if the poor Indian complaine that the 
Spaniardscoufencdand cheated him of his (hovel!, axe, bill,mantle, or wages, no 
jufticc (hall be executed againft the cheating Spaniard,neither (hall the Indian be righted, 
though it is true the order runs equally in favour of both Indian and Spaniard. Thus 
are the poore Indians fold for three pence a peece for a whole weeks ilavery, not permit* 
ted to goe home at nights unto their wives, though their worke lie not above a mile 
from the Town where they live 5 nay fome are carried ten or twelve miles from their 
home, who muft not returne till Saturday night late, and muft that week do whatfo- 
ever their Mafter pleafeth to command them. The wages appointed them will fcarce 
find them meat and drinke, for they are not allowed a Riall a day, which Is but fix- 
pence, and with that they are to find themfilves, but for fix dales worke and diet they 
are to have five Rials, which is halfe a crowne. This fame order Is obferved in the 
City of Guatemala , and Townes of Spaniards, where to every family that wants the 
fervice of an Indian or Indians,though it be but to fetch water and wood on theirbacks, 
or to goeof arrants , is allowed the like fervice from the ncereft IndianTownes. It 
would grieve a Chriftians heart to fie how by fome cruel! Spaniards in that weeks fir- 
vice, thofe poor wretches are wronged and abufid; fome vifiting their wives at hornet 
whilft thtir poore husbands are digging and delving 5 others whipping them for their 
flow working. others woundingthera with their fwords, or breaking their heads for 
fome reafonable and well grounded anfwer in their own behalfe, others dealing from 
them their tooles, others cheating them of halfi, others of all their wage*,alleadg- 
ing that their fervice coft them halfe a Riall,and yet their worke not well performed. 
I knew fome who made a common pra&ice of this, when their wheat was fowne, and 
they had little to do for the Indians; yet they would have home as many as were due 
unto their farme, and on Monday and Tuefday would make them cut and bring them 
on their backesas much wood as they needed all that week, and then on Wednefday 
at noon ( knowing the great defire of the Indians to goe home to their wives, for the 
which they would give any thingjwould fay unto them,What will you give me now, 
if I let you goe home to doe your own worke > whereunto the Indians would joy¬ 
fully reply and anfwer, fome that they wouldgive a Riall, others two Rials, which 
they would take and fend them home, and fo would have much worke done, wood to 
ferve their houfe a week, and mony as much as would buy them meat, and Cacao for / 
Chocolatte two weeks together; and thus from the poor Indians doe thofe uncon- 
fcionable Spaniards pra&ice a cheap and lazy way of living. Others will fill them 
away for that week unto a neighbour that hath prefint need of worke, demanding 
Rials a piece for every Indian, which he that buyeth them, will be fore to defray out 
of their wages. So likewife are they in a flavifh bondage and readineffe for all paffen- 
gers and travellers, who in any Towne may demand unto the next Towne as many 
Indians do goe with his Mules, or to carry on their backes a heavy burthen as he (hall 
need, who at the journeys end will pick fome quarrell with them, and fo find them 
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back with blowes and ftripes without any pay ata)I. APetaca,or leatherne Trunke, 
aud cheft of above a hundred weight, they will make thole wretches to carry on their 
backs a whole day,nay fome two or three daies together ,which they doe by tying the 
cheft on each fide with ropes,having a broad leather in the middle, which they erode 
over the forepart of their head, or over their forehead, hanging thus the waitgh upon 
their heads and browes, which at their journeys end hath made the blood flick in the 
foreheads of fome,galling and pulling off the skin,and marking them in the fore-top 
of their heads, who as they arc called Tamemez, fo are eafily known in a Towne by 
their baldnefle, that leather girt having Worn oft all their hair. With thefe hard u- 
(ages, yet do thofe poor people make a (hift to live amonft the Spaniards, but fo that 
with anguifh of heart they are (till crying out to God for juftice,and for liberty,whofe 
only comfort is in their Preiftsand Friers, who many times doe quiet them when they 
would rife up in mutiny, and for their owne ends doe often prevaile over them with 
fait and cunning perfwafions, to bear and fuffcr for Gods fake, and for the good of the 
Common-wealth that hard task and fervice which is laid upon them. And though in 
inallfeafons,wetand dryjCold and hot,and in all wayes plain and mountainous, green 
and dirty, dufty and ftony,they muft pcrforme this hard fervice to their commanding 
Mafters, their apparell and cloathing is but fuch as may cover the nakednefle of their 
body, nay in fome it is fuch torne rags as will not cover halfe their nakednefle. Their 
ordinary cloathing is a paire of linnen or woollen drawers broad and open at the 
knees, without fhooes (though in their journeys fome will put on leatherne fandals 
to keep the foies of their feet) or ftockins, without any doublet, a fhort courfe fliirt, 
which reacheth a little below their wafte,and ferves more for a doublet then for a (hirt, 
and fora cloake a woollen or linnen mantle, ( called Aiate) tied with a knot over 
one (houlder, hanging down on the other fide almoft to theground,witha twelve pen¬ 
ny or two {hilling hat, with after one good (bower of raine like paper falls about their 
necks and eies; their bed they carry fomedmes about them, which is that woollen 
mantle wherewith they wrap themfelves about at night, taking off their fliirt and 
drawers, which they lay under their head for a pillow 5 fome will carry with them a 
fhort, flight, and light Mat to lie, but thofe that carry it not with them,if they can¬ 
not borrow one of a neighbour,lie as willingly in their mantle upon the bare ground* 
as a Gentleman in Ewg/Wupon a foft down-bed, and thus doe they foundly fleep, 
aud lowdly fnort after a daies worke, dr after a dales journey with a hundred weight 
upon their backs. Thofe that are of the better fort, and richer, and who are not 
employed as Tamcmez to carry burthens, or as Labourers to work for Spaniards, but 
keep at home following their own farmes, or following their owne Mules about the 
Country, or following their trades and callings in their (hops, or governing the 
Townes, as Alcaldes, or Alguaziles, officers of juftice, may goe a little better appa* 
relied, but after the fame manner. For fome will have their drawers with a lace at the 
bottom, or wrought with fome coloured Silke or Crewel, fo likewife the mantle a- 
bout them, fhall have either a lace, or fome work of birds on it, fome will wear a 
cut linnen doublet, others fhooes, but very few ftockins or bands about th?ir neckes* 
and for their beds, the beft Indian Governour, or the richeft,who may be worth four 
or five thoufand Duckats, will have little more then the poor Tamemez; for they lie 
upon boards, or Canes bound together, and railed from the ground, whereon they 
lay a broad and hand fome Mat, and at their heads for man and wife two little (lumps 
of wood for holders, whereon they lay their fhirtsand mantles and other cloaths for 
pillowes, covering themfelves with a broader blanket then is their mantle, and thus 
hardly would Don Biinabt de Guzman the Governour of Petapa lie i and fo efoe all 
the beft of them. The womens attire is cheap and (bon put on; for mod of them 
alfo go barefoot, the richer and better fort wear (hooes,with broad ribbons for ftiooe- 
flrings, and for a petticote, they tie about their wade a woollen mantle, which in 
the better fort is wrought with divers cofourSjbut not fo Wed at all, pleated or gathered 
in,but as they tie it with a lift about them* they wear no (hift next their body,but cover 
their nakednefle with a kind of furplice ( which they call Guaipil) which hangs loofe 
from their (houlders down a little below their wade, with open (hort fleeves, which 
cover halfe their armes; this Guaipil is curioufly wrought, efpecially in the bo- 
fome,with Cotton, or feathers. The richer fort of them wear bracelets and bobs a- 
bout their wrifts and necks 5 their hair is gathered up with fillets,without any quaife 

or 
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or covering, except it be the better fort. When they goe to Church or abroad, they 
put upon their heads a vaile of linnen, which hangeth almod to theground, and this 
is that which coils them moil of all their attire,for that commonly it is of Holland or 
fome good linnen brought from Spain, or fine linnen brought from China,which the 
better fort wear with a lace about. When they are at home at work they commonly 
take off their Guaipil, or furplice, difcoveringthe nakedneffeof their breads and bo¬ 
dy. They lie alfo in their beds as doe their husbands, wrapped up only with a mantle, 
or with a blanket. Their houfesare but poore thatched cottages, without any upper 
roomes, butcommonly one or two only roomes below, in the one they drefie their 
meat in the middle of it, making a compare for fire, with two or three Hones, with¬ 
out any other chimney to convey the fmoak away, which fpreading it felfc about the 
the roome filleth the thatch and the rafters fo with fut, that all the roome feemeth to be 
a chimney. The next unto it, is not free from fmoak aud blacknefie, where fome- 
times are four or five beds according to the family. The poorer fort ha\e but one room, 
where they eat, drefie their meatt and fleep. Few there are that fee any lockes upon 
their dores, for they fear no robbing nor dealing, neither have they in their houfes 
much to lofe, earthen pots, and pans, and difhc?, and cups to drinke their Chocc- 
latte, being the chief commodities in their houfe. There is fcarceatiy houfe which 
hath not alfo in the yard a dew, wherein they bath themfelves with hot water, which 
is their chief phyfick when they feel themfelves difiempered. Among themfelves they 
are in every Town divided into Tribes, which have one chief head, to whom all that 
belong unto that Trihe, doc refort in any difficult matters, who is bound to aid, pro¬ 
tect, defend, counfell,and appear for the red of his Tribe before the officers of judice 
many wrong that is like to bedone unto them. Whenany is to bemarried,the father 
of the fon that is to take a wife out of another Tribe , goeth unto the head of his 
Tribe to give him warning of his fons marriage with fucha maid. Then that head 
meets with the head of the maids Tribe, and they conferre about it. The bufinefle 
commonly is in debate a quarter of a yeer; all which time the parents cf the youth or 
man are with gifts to buy the maid • they are to be at the charges of all that is (pent in 
eating and drinking, when the heads of the two Tribes doe meet with the red of the 
kindred of each fide , who fometinies fit in conference a whole day, or mod part of 
a night. After many dayes and nightsthus (pent, and a full triall being made of the 
the one and other fides affettion, if they chance to difagree about the marriage,then is 
the Tribe and parents of the maid to reftore back all that the other fide hath (pent and 
given. They give no portions with their daughters, but when they die, their goods 
and lands are equally divided among their fons. If any one want a houfe to live in, 
or will repair and thatch his houfe anew, notice is given to the heads of the Tribes, 
who warn all the Town to come to help in the work,and every one is to bring a bundle 
of draw,and other materials, fo that in one day with the helpe of many they fin:fil a 
houfe,wit iout any charges more then of Chocolatte,which they miniller in great cups 
as big as will hold above a pint,not putting in any eodly materials^ doetheSpaniarc/j, 

but only a little Annifeed, and Chile, or pepper; or elfe they halfe fill the cup 
wich Attolle, and powre upon it as muchChocolatte as will fill the cup and colour it. 
In their diet the poorer for tare limited many times to a difh of Frixoles, or Turkey 
beancs, either black or white ( which are there in very great abundance, and arekept 
dry for all the yeer ) boyled with Chile; and if they can have this, they hold them¬ 
felves well fatisfied; with thefebeanes, they make alfo dumplins,fird boyling the bean 
alittle, andthen minglingit witha made of Maiz, as we do mingle Currants in our 
cakes, and fo boile again the frixoles with the dumplin of Maiz maflejand fo eat it hot, 
or keep it cold; but this and all whatfoever elfe they eat, they eithereat it with green 
biting Chile, or elfe they dip it in waterand fait, wherein is bruifed fome of that 
Chile. But if their means will not reach to frixoles, their ordinary fare and dietis, 
their Tortilla’sC fo they call thin round cakes made of the dow and made of Maiz) 
which they eat hot from an earthen pan, whereon they are foon baked with one tur¬ 
ning over the fire; and thefe they eat alone either with Chile and fait, and dipping 
them in water and fait with a little bruifed Chile. When their Maiz is green and ten- 
der,they boil fome of thole whole ftalkes orcluders,whereon the Maiz groweth with 
the leaf about, and focafting alittle fait about it, they cat it. I have often eate of 
this, and found it as dainty as our young green peafe,and very nouri(fiing,but it much 
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increafeth the blood. Alfb of this green and tender Maiz they make a Furmity, boiling 
the Maiz in fome of the milke which they have fir ft taken out of it by bruifing it. The 
pooreftnever wants this diet, and is well latisfied, as longas his belly is tho- 
rowly filled. But the pooreft that live in fuch Townes where fltfh meat is fold, will 
make a hard {bife, but that when they come from worke on Saturday night , they will 
buy one halfe Riall, or a Riall worth of frefh meat to eat on the Lords day .Some will 
buy a good deal at once, and keep it long by drefling it into Taflajo’s, which are bun¬ 
dles ot flefh, rowled up and tied fait; which they doe, when for examples fake they 
have from a leg of beefe diced off from the bone all the fiefh with the knife, after the 
length,forme, and thinneffeof a Iine,or rope. Then they take the fiefh and fa/t it, 
(which being diced and thinly cut, foon takes fait) and hang it up in their yards like 
aline from poll to port, or from tree to tree, to the wind for a whole week, and then 
they hangit in the fmoak another week, and after rowle itupin fmall bundles,w hick 
become as hardasaftone, and fo as they need ic,they wafh it, boylicand eatit.This 
is America's powdered beef,which they call Taffajo, whereof I have often eaten, and 
the Spaniards e&tmuch of it, efpecially thofe that trade about the Countrey with 
Mules; nay this Taffajo is a great commodity , and hath made many a Spatiiardrich, 
who carry a Muh or two loaden with thefeTadfajo’s in fmall parcels and bundles to 
thofe Townes were is no fiefh at all fold, and there they exchange them for other 
commodities among the lndianr0 receiving peradventure for one Taffajo or bundle, 
(which coft them but the halfe part of a farthing) asmuch Cacao, asin other pla¬ 
ces they fell for a Rial! or fixpence, T he richer fort of people will fare better, for if 
there be fifh or fiefh to bee had, they will have it, and eat rnefi greedily of it; and will 
not fparetheir fowls and Turkeys from their own bellies.Thefealfo will now and then 
getawild Dear, fbootingit withtheh bows and arrows. And when they have killed it, 
they let it liein the woodin fome hcleor bottom covered with leaves for the fp -ce of 
about a week, until! it ftinke and begin to be full of wormes;then they bring it home* 
cut it out into joy nts, and parboil it with an herbe which groweth there fomewhat 
likeunto our Tanzy, which they fay fweetneth it again, and maketh the defh eat ten¬ 
der, and as white as a peice of T urkey. Thus parboiled, they hang up the joynts in 
the (moke for a while, and then boyle it again, when they eat it, which is commonly 
drefied with red Indian pepper 5 and this is the Venifon of America , whereof I have 
lometimes eaten, and found it white and ftiort, but never durtt be too bold with it, 
notthatlfoundanyevilltafteinit, but that the apprehenfion of the wormes and 
maggots which formerly had been in it, troubled much my ftomack. Thefe Indians 
that have little to doe at home, and are not employed in the weekly fervice under the 
Spaniards in their hunting, will looke ferioufiy for Hedge-hogs,which are juft like un¬ 
to ours, though certainly ours are not meat for any Chriftian, They are full ofpricks 
and brifleslike ours, and are found in woods and fields, living in holes, and as they 
fay feed upon nothing but Amits and their egs, and upon dry rotten flicks, herbes, 
and roots; of thefe they eat much, the fiefh being as white and fweet as a Rabbit.and 
as fat as is a January hen kept up and fatted in a Coope. Of this meat I havealfo ea¬ 
ten, and confeffe it is a dainty difn there, though I will not fay the fame of a Hedge¬ 
hog here* for what here may bepoyfon, there may be good and lawfull meate , by 
fome accidental difference in the creature it felfe,and in that which it feeds upon ,or in 
the temper of the air and climate. This meat not only the Indians but the beft of the 
Spaniards feed on it; and it is fo much efteeemed of, that becaufein Lent they are com¬ 
monly found, the Spaniards will not be deprived of it,butdoeatit alfo then, alleadg- 
ging that it is no fiefh ( though in the eating it be in fatnefle and in tafte, and in all like 
unto fiefh ) for that it feeds not upon any thing that is very nourifhing, but chiefly 
upon Amits egs, and dry flicks. It is a great point of controverfie amongft their 
Divines, fome hold it lawfull, others unlawfuil for that time;it feemsthe pricks and 
brifles of the Indian Hedge-hog prick their confluences with a foolifh fcruple. Another 
kind of meat they feed much on which is called Iguana; of thefe fome are found in 
the waters, others upon the land. They are longer then a Rabbit,and like unto a Scor¬ 
pion, with fome green, fome black feales on their backes. Thofe upon the land will 
run very faft, like Lizards, and will climbe up trees like Squerrils, and breed in the 
roots of trees or in ftone walls. The fight of them is enough to affright one; and 
yet when they are dreffed and ftewed in broth with a little fpice, they make a dainty 
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broth, and eat alfo as white as a Rabbit, nay the middle bone is made jnlt like 
the backe bone of a Rabbit. They are dangerous meat, if not throughly 
boiled, and they had almoft colt mee my life for eating too much of them, not being 
ftewed enough. There are alfo many water and land Tortofs,which the Indians find 
out for themfelves,and alfo relifh exceeding well Unto the Spaniards palate. As for 
drinking, the Indians generally are much given unto it 5 and drinke if they have no¬ 
thing elfe, of their poore and Gmple Chocolatte, without Sugar or many compounds, 
or of Atolle, untill their bellies bee ready to burft. Bat if they can get any drink that 
will make them mad drunk, they will not give it over as long as a drop is left, or a 
penny remaines in their purfe to purchafe it. Among themfelves they ufe to make fUch 
drinks as are in operation far ftronger then wiHe5and thefe they confeftion in fuch great 
Jarres as come from Spain ; wherein they put fome little quantity of water, and fill 
up the Jar with fome Melalfo’spr juyee of the Sugar Cane,or fome hony for to (weeten 
it; then for the ftrengthning of it, they put roots and leaves of Tobacco, with o- 
ther kinde of roots which grow there, and they know to bee ftrong in operation, nay 
in fome places I have known where they have put in a live Toad,and fo clofed up the 
Jarre for a fortnight,or moneths (pace, till all that they have put in him, be throughly 
fteeped and the toad confamed, and the drink well ftrengchned, then they open it,and 
call their friends to the drinking of it, (which commonly they doe in the night time, 
left their Preift in the Towne Ihould have notice of them in the day Jwhich they never 
leave off, untill they bee mad, and raging drunke. This drink they call Chicha,which 
ftinkelth moft filthily, and certainly is the caufe of many Zs<&*»/death,efpecially where 
they ufe the toads poy fon with it.Once I was informed living in Mixtv,of a great meet¬ 
ing that was appointed in an Indians houfe^and I took with mee the Officers of Juftice 
of the Town, tofearchthat Indians honfe, where I found foure Jarres of Cbicba not 
yet opened, Icaufedthem to be taken out, and broken in the ftreet before his doore, 
and the filthy Chicha tobeipoured out, which left fuch a (linking lent in my noftrils, 
that with the fmell ofit,or apprehenfion of its loathfomeneflTe, I fell to vomiting, and 
continued fick almoft a whole week after. 

Now the Spaniards knowing this inclination of the Indians unto drunkenneffe, doe 
herein much abufe and wrong them; though true it is, there is a ftri& order, even to 
the forfeiting of the wine ©f anyone who (hall prefume to fell wine in a Towne of 
Indians, withamony mulft befides. Yet for all this the bafer and poorer fort of 
Spaniards for their lucre and gaine contemning authority, will goe out from Guate¬ 
mala, to the Towns of Indians about, and carry fuch wine to fell and inebriate the 
Natives as may bee very advantagious to themfelves; for of one Jarre of wine, they 
Will make two at leaft, confc&ioning it with hony and water, and other ftrong drugs 
which are cheap to them, and ftrongly operative upon the poore and weak Indians 

heads, and this they will fell for currant Spanijh wine, with fuch pint and quart mea- 
fures,as never were allowed by Juftice Order, but by themfelves invented. With fuch 
wine they foone intoxicate the poore Indians, and when they have made them drunk, 
then they will cheat them more,making them pay double for their quart meafure; and 
when they fee they can drinke no more,then they will caufe them to Iy down and deep, 
and in the meane while will pick their pockets. This is a common finne among thofe 
Spaniards ot Guatemala, and much praftifed in the City upon the Indians, when they 
come thither to buy or fell. Thofe that keep the Bodegones (fo are called the houfes 
that fell wine, which are no better then a Chandlers (hop, for befides wine they fell 
Candles, Fiffi, Salt,Cheefe and Bacon)will commonly intice in the Indians, and make 
them drunk, and then pick their pockets, and turnethem out of dooreswith blowes 
and ttripes, if they will not fairly depart. There was in Guatemala in my time one of 
thefe Bodegoners, or ffiopkeeperof wine andfmall ware, named lean Ramos, who 
by thus cheating and tipling poore Indians fas it was generally reported) was worth 
two hundred thoufand duckates,and in my time gave with a daughter that was marri¬ 
ed, eight thoufand Duckats. No Indian fhould paffe by his doore, but he would call 
him in, and play upon him asaforefaid. In my time a Spanilb Farmer, neighbour of 
mine in the Valley of Mixco , chanced to fend to Guatemala his Indian fervants with 
half a dozen mule* loaden with wheat to a Merchant, with whom hee had agreed be¬ 
fore for the price, and ordered the money to bee fent unto him by his fervant(whom 
hee had kept fix yeers, and ever found him trufty) the wheat being delivered,and the 
money received (the which mounted to ten pound, fixteen (hillings,every mule car¬ 

rying 
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rying fixbuftiels, at twelve Rials a buftiel, as was then the price) the Indian with ano- 
therMate of his walking along the ftrests to bay fome fmall commodities, palled by 
John Kamos his (hop, or Bodegon, who enticing him and his Mate in, foone tripped up 
their heals with a little confe&ioned wine for that purpofe, and tooke away all his 
mony from the intruded Indian, and beat them out of his houfe-who thus drunk being 
forced to ridehome,the Indian that had received the money, fell from his mule, and 
broke his neck, the other got home without his Mate, or money. The Farmer pro- 
fecuted Jehu 'Kamos in the Court for his money ,but Kamos being rich and abler to bribe, , 
then the Farmer,got off very well, and (o had done formerly in almoft the like cafes, 
Thefe are but peccadillo’s amongtho& Spaniards, to makedrunke, rob, and occafion 
the poor Indians death, whofe death with them is no more regarded nor vindicated, 
then the death of a fheep or bullock, that falls into a pic. And thus having fpoken of 
apparrell, houfes, earing and dr inking,it remaines that I fay fomewhat of their civility, 
and Religion of thofe who lived under the Gpvernment of the Spaniards. From the 
Spaniards they have borrowed their Civill Government, and in all Townes they have 
one, or two Alcaldes, with more or lefle Kegidores, (who are as Aldermen or Jurates a- 
mongft us) and fome Alguaziles, moi*eor leffe,who are asConftables,to execute the or¬ 
ders of the Alcalde^ who is a Maior)with his Brethren. In Towns of three or four hun¬ 
dred Families,or upwards,there are commonly two Alcaldes,fix Regidores,two Algua- 
2iles Maiors, and fix under,or petty Alguaziles. And fome Towns are privfi edged widi 
an Indian Governour, who is above the Alcaides ,and all the reft of the Omcers.Thefe 
are changed every yeer by new ele&ion, and are chofen by the Indians themleIvcs,who 
take their turnes by the tribes or kindreds,whereby they are divided. 1 heir offices 
begin on New-Yeers day, and after that day their eleftion iscarryed to the City ot 
Guatemala (if in that diftria it bee made) or elfe to the heads of Juftice, or Spamfb 

Governors of the feverall Provinces, who confirm the new Ele^ton, and take account 
of the laft yeers expences made by the other Ofticers,who carry with them their Town- 
Book of accounts * and therefore for this purpofe every Town hath a Clerk, ot Scri¬ 
vener, called Efcrivano, who commonly continueth many yeers in his office, by realon 
of the paucity and unfitnefie of Indian Scriveners, who are able to beare fuch a charge. 
This Clerk hath many fees for his writings and informations,and accounts, as hive 
the Spaniards, though not fo much money or bribes, but a fmall matter, according 
to the poverty of the Indians. The Governour is alfo commouly continued many 
yeers, being (ome chief man among the Indians, except for his milderaeanours bee 
bee complained of, of the Indians in generall doe all ftomack him. ^ 

Thus they being fetled in a civill way of government, they may execute luftice up* 
on all fuch Indians of their Town as doe notorioufly and fcandaloufly offend. They 
may imprifon, fine,whip, and banifh>but hang and quarter they may not > but muit re¬ 
mit fuch cafes to the Spanifb Governour. So likewife if a Spaniard parting by the 
Town, or living in it, doe trouble the peace, and mifdemean hinuelf, they may lay 
hold on him, and fend him to the next Spanijh Juftice, with a full information of his 
offence, butfinc him, or keep him about one night in priion they may not.This order 
they have againft Spaniards,but they dare not execute it,for a whole Town ftandeth in 
awe of one Spaniard, and though hee neverfo hainoufly offend,and bee unruly, with 
oathes, threatnings, and drawing of his fword, hee maketh them quake and tremble, 
and not prefume to touch him 5- for they know if they doe, they lhall have the worft, 
either by blowes, or by fome mif-iaformation, which hee will give againft them. And 
this hath been very often tried, for where Indians have by virtue of their order in- 
deavoured to curbe an unruly Spaniard in their Town, fome ot them have been woun- 

nrliar. and when thev have carried the Spaniard betore a Spamjh Juitice 

mjkc an endnf him. and of all the Spaniard,. With thefe and fuch like falfe and lying 



mutiny and rebellion againlt the King, and his belt lubje&s they had beene ferved well 
enough • and thatifthey gave not attendance unto the Spaniard, that palled by their 
Town* their houfesftiould bee fired, and they and their children utterly confumed. 
With fuch like anfwers from the Jufticcs, and credency to what any bale Spaniard (hall 
inform againft them, the poore Indians are fain to put up all wrongs done unto them, 
not daring to meddle with any Spaniard, bee hee never fo unruly , by virtue of that 
Order, which they have againft them. Amongft themfelves,if any complaint be made 
againft any Indian, they dare not meddle with him untill they call all his kindred,' and. 
efpecially the head of that Tribe, to which hee belongeth ; who if hee and the reft 
together, find himtodeferveimprifonment, or whipping, or any other punilhment, 
then the Officers of Juftice, the Alcaldes or Maiors, and their Brethren the Jurates in- 
flift upon him that punilhment 5 which all (hall agree upon. But yet after judg¬ 
ment and fentence given, they have another, which is their laft appeale, if theyplealc, 
and that is to their Prieft, and Fryer, who liveth in their Town, by whom they will 
fometimes bee judged, and undergoe what punilhment hee (hall think fitteft. To the 
Church therefore they often refort in points of Juftice, thinking the Preift knoweth 
more of Law and equity, then themfelves; who fometimes reverfeth what judgement 
hath been given in the Town houfe, blaming thcOfficersfor their partiality and paffion 
againft their poore Brother, andfetting free the party judged by them; which the 
Preift does oftentimes, if fuch an Indian doe belong to the Church, or to the fervice 
of their houle,or have any other relation to them, peradventure for their wives fake, 
whom either they affc&, or imploy in wathing, or making their Chocolatte. Such, 
and their husbands may live lawleffe as long as the Preift is in the Town. And if 
when the Preift is abfent, they call them to triall for any mifdemeanor, and whip,fine, 
or imprifon, (which occafion they will fometimes pick out on purpofe) when the 
Preift returnes, they (hall bee fore to heare of it, and fmart for it, yea, and the Officers 
themfelyes peradventure bee whipped in the Church, by the Preifts order and appoint¬ 
ment; againft whom they dare not ipeake, but willingly accept what ftripes and pu¬ 
nilhment hee layeth upon them, judging his wifdome, fentence, and punilhing hand, 
the wifHome, fentence and hand of God • whom as they have been taught to be over 
all Princes, Judges, worldly Officers,fo likewife they beleeve,(and have been fo taught) 
that his Preifts and Minifters are above theirs, and all worldly power and authority. 
It happened unto meelivingintheTownof Mixco, that an Indian being judged to 
bee whipped for fome diforders,which hee committed,would not y eeld to the fentence, 
but apealed to mee, faying hee would have his ftripes in the Church, and .by my or¬ 
der, forfo hee faid his shipping would doe him good, ascommingfromthchandof 
God. When hee was brought unto mee, I could notreverfe the Indianr judgment, for 
it was juft, and focau fed him to be whipped,which hee tooke very patiently and mer¬ 
rily, andafeer kiffed my hands and gave mee an offering of mony for the good hee 
fa’d, I had done unto his foule. Bdides this civility of juftice amongft them,they live 
as in other Civiil and Politick and wellgoverned Common-wealths; for in tnoft of 
their Townes,thereare fome that profefle fuefa trades as are praftifed among Spaniards, 

There areamongftthem Smiths,Taylors,Carpenters, Mafons, Shoomakers, and the 
like. Ic wai my fortune to fet upon a hard and difficult building in a Church of 
Mixco, where I defired to make a very broad and capacious vault over the Chappell, 
which was the harder to bee finifbed in around circumference, becaufeit depended up¬ 
on a triangle, yet for this work I fought none but Indians, fomeof theTown, fome 
from oth r plac s, svho aiide it fo compleat,that the belt & skilfulleft workmen among 
the Spaniards had enough to wonder at it. So are mod of their Churches vaulted 
on the top, and all by Indians-they onely in my time built a new Cloifter In the Town 
of Amatitlan, which they finifhedwith many Arches of ftonebothinthe lower walks 
and in the upper galleries, with as much per fe ft ion as the beft Cloifter of Guatemala, 
had before beene built by the Spaniard, Were they more incouraged by the Spaniards, 
and taught better principles both for foule and body, doubtlefle they would among 
themfelves make a very good Common-wealth. For painting they are much inclined 
to it, andmoftof the piftures, and Altars of the Country Townes are their workman- 
Ihip. In moft of their Townes they have aSchoole, where they are taught to read, 
to fing,and fome to write. To the Church there doe belong according as the Town is 
in bignefle, fomany Singers, and Trumpeters, and Waits, over whom the Preift hath 

one 
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OneOfficer,who is called Fijca'^he goeth with a white StafFe with a little SilverCroffe on 
the top to rcprelencthcCfiurch,and (hew that he is the Pi eifts Clerk and Officer.When 
any cafe is brought to be examined by the Preift, this Fifcall or Clerk executeth Jufiice 

' by the Preifts Order.He muft be one that can read & write, and is commonly the Maftcr 
of Mufick. He is bound upon the Lords Day and other Saints dayes, to gather to the 
Church5 before and after Service all theyong youths, and maids, and to teach them the 
Prayers, Sacraments, Commandements, and other points of Catechifme allowed by 
the Church of Rome. In the morning hee and the other Muficians at the found of the 
Bell, are bound to come tojChurch to fing and officiate at Maffe, which in many 
Townes they performe with Organs and other mulicall fnftruments, ( as hath beene 
obferved before ) as well as Spaniard/. So likewife at Evening at five of the clock they 
are again to refort to the Churchj when the Bell calleth, to fing Prayers, which they 
call Completa’s, orCompletory,with Salve 1$igina9a prayer to the Virgin Mary. This 
Fifcal is a great man in the Town, and beares morefway then the Majors, Jurates,and 
other Officers of Juliice, and when the Preift is pleafed , giveth attendance to him, 
goeth about his arrants, appointech fuchasareto wlit on him, whenhee ridethout 
of Town. Both hee and all that doth belong unto the Church, are exempted from 
the common weekely fervice of the Spaniards, and from giving attendance to Tra- 
vellers, and from other Officers of Juliice. Butthey are to attend with their Waits, 
Trumpets5and Mufick, upon any great man or Preift that cofneth to their 1 own,and to 
make Arches with boughes and flowers in the ftreets for their entertainment. ^ Befides 
thefe, thofe alfo that doe belong unto the fervice of the Preifts houfe, arepriviledged 
from the Spaniards fervice. Now the Preift hath change of fervants by theweekjwho 
take their turnes fo, that they may have a weeke or two to fpare to doe their work. If 
it bee a great Town, hee hath three Cookes allowed him, (if afmall Town,but two) 
men Cookes who change their turnes, except hee have any occasion of feaftingj then 
they all come. So likewife hee hath two or three more (whom they call Chahal) as 
Butlers, who keepe whatfoever Provifion is in the houfe under lock and Key; and give 
to the Cooke whatthe Preift appointeth tobeedreffed for his dinner, or fupper;thefe 
keep the Table Clothes, Napkins,Diffies,and Trcnchers,and lay the Cloth, and take a- 
Way, and wait at the Table ; hee hath befides three or foure, and in great Towns half 
adozen of boyesto doe his arrants, wait at the Table, andfleepin the houfe all the 
Week by their turnes, who with the Cookes and Butlers dine and fup conftantly in the 
Breifts houfe, and at his charges. Hec hath alfo at dinner and fupper times the atten¬ 
dance of fome old women (who alfo take their turnes) to overfee half a dozen yong 
maids, who next to the Priefts houfe doe meet to make him, and his family Tortilla’s 
or Cakes ofMaiz, which the boyes doe bring hottothc Table by halfea dozen at a 
a time, Befides thefe fervants, if hee have a Garden hee is allowed two or three gar¬ 
deners; and for his liable, at leaf! half a dozen Indians, who morning and evening 
are to bring him Sacate(as there they call it)or herb and grade for his Mules or Horfes, 
thefediet not in the houfe* but the groome of the liable, who is to eomeat morning, 
noone, and Evening, (and therefore are three or foure to change) or at any time that 
the Preift will ride out; thefe I fay and the Gardners (when they are at work) dine 
and fup at the Priefts charges; whofometimesin greatTownes hathlabove a dozen 
to feed and provide for- There are befides belonging to the Church priviledged from 
the weekly attendance upon the Spaniards twoor three Indians, called Sacriftanes,who 
have care of the Veftry and Copes, and Altar Clothes, and every day make ready 
the Altar or Altars for Maffe; alfo to every Company or Sodality of the Saints, or 
Virgin, thereare two or three, whom they call Mayordomo’s, who gather about the 
Towne Aimes for the maintaining of the Sodality; thefe alfo gather F.gges about the 
Town for the Preift every week, and give him an account of their gathering*, and al¬ 
low him every moneth, or fortnight, twoCrownes for a Mafic to bee fung to the 

Saint. 
If there be any fiffiing place neer the Town, then the Preift alfo is allowed for to 

Peek him fifh three or foure, and in fotne places half a dozen Indians^ befides the offerings 
in the Church, and many other offerings which they bring whenfoever they come to 
fpeak unto the Preift, or to confefle with him, or for a Saints feaft to bee celebrated, 
and befides their Tithes of every thing, there is a monethly maintenance in money al¬ 
lowed unco the Preift, and brought unco him by the Alcaldes,or Maiors, and Jurates, 

O a which 
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which hefetteth his hand unto in a book of the Townes expences. This maintenance 

(though it be allowed by the Spanifb magiftrate, andpaidinthe Kings name lor the 
preachingof theGofpel) yet it comes out ot the poor Indians purfes and Iabour,and 

is either gathered about the Town, or taken out of the Tribute, which they pay un¬ 
to the King, or from a common plat of ground which with the help of all is (owed 

and gathered in and fold for that purpofe. All the Townes in America, which are 

civilized and under the Spanifb government, belong either to the Crowne, or to feme 

other Lords,whom t hey cal Encomendero’s,and pay a yeerly tribute unto them.Thofe 

that are tenants to their Lords or Encomendero’s(who commonly are fuch as defeend 

from the firft conquerorsjpay yet unto the King fome fmall tribute in mony , befides 

what they pay in other kind of commodities unto their owne Encomendero , and in 
Inony alfo,There is no Town fo j 00 r,where every married Indian doth nor pay at the 

leaft in mony four Rials a yeer for tribute to the King, betides ether lour Rials to his 
Lord,or Encomendero.And if the Town pay only to the King,they pay at lead fix,and 
in fome places eight Rials by ftatute, befides what other commodities are common to 

the Town or Ccufttry where they live, as Maiz,f that is paid in all Townes ) hony. 

Turkeys, fowles, fait, Cacao, Mantles of Cottonwool; and the like commodi¬ 
ties they pay who are fubjeft to an Encomendero ; but fuch pay only mony, not com¬ 

modities to the King. The Mantles of tribute are much elteemed of, for they are 
choifeones, and of a bigger fze,then others,folikewifeis thetribute Cacao^Achutte^ 

Cocbinil, where it is paid ; for the belt is fet apart for the tribute ; and if the \ndiant 

bring that which is iiot prime good, they {hall Purely be ladled, and font backc lor 

better. The heads of the feverall Tribes have care to gather it, and to deliver it to the 
Alcaldes and Regidores, Maiorsand jurates, who carry it either to the Kings Exche¬ 

quer in the City, or to the neereft Spanish fuiYice (if it belong to the King ) or to 
the Lord, or Encomendero of the Towne. In nothing I ever perceived the S/wzz- 
ards merciful! and indulgent unto the Indians, but in this, that if an Indian bee very 
weak, poore, and ficjkly and not able to work, or threefeore and ten yeers of age, 

he is freed from pairing any tribute . There be alfo fome Towns priviledged fiom 
this tribute 5 which ^rethofe that.can prove themfelves to have defeended from *Th)x- 
callan, or from certaihe Tribes or families of or about Mexico, who helped the fi. ft 

Spaniards in theconquefbof that Country. As for their carriage and behaviour,the 

Indians are very courteous and loving, and of a timorous nature, and willing to ferve 
and to obey, and to doe gcod,if they be drawn by love;but where they are too much 
tyrannized ,* they aredogged,unwilling to pleafe, ortoworke, and will chooie ra¬ 

ther ftrangling and death then life. They are very trully, and never we're known to 
commit any robbery of importance^ that the Spaniards dare trull to abide with them 

in a wildernelfe all night, though they have bags of gold about them. So for fecrecy 

they are very dole; a nd will not reveal any thing againft their own Natives, or a Spa¬ 

niards credit and reputation, if they be any way afft&ed to him. Eut above all un¬ 

to their Preift they are very refpe&ive unto him ; and when they come to fpeak unto 

him* put on their beft clothes,ftudy their complements and words to pleafe him,They 
are very abundant in their expreflions,and full of circumloquutions adorned with pa¬ 

rables and limile’s to exprefle their mind and intention. I have often fate ftill for the 

lpaceof anhoure, onely hearing fome old women make their fpeeches unto me, with 

fo many elegancies in'their tongue (which in Englijb wculdbt non-fenfe, or barba¬ 

rous expreflions ) as would make me wonder, and learne by their fpeeches more of 
their language, then by any other endeavour or fludy of mineowne. And if Icould 
reply unto them in the like phrafes and expreflions ( which I would often endeavour ) 

I Ihould be fure to win their hearts, and get any thing from them. As for their Religi- 

on,they are outwardly fuch as the Spaniards0 but inWardly hard to beleeve that which 
is above fenfe,nature,and the vifible fight of the eyc5and many of them to this day doe 

incline to worlhip Idols of flocks and ftone*,and are given to much fuperflition,and to 
obferve crofle waies,and meeting of beafts in them,the flying of birds,their appearing 

and flnging neer their houfes at fuch and fuch times. Many are given to witchcraft, 

and are deluded by the devill to beleeve that their life dependeth upon the life of fuch 
and fuch a beaft (which they take unto them as their familiar fpirit) and think that 
when that beaftdieth they muft die; when he is chafed, their hearts pant, when he 

is faint they are faint; nay it happeneth that by the devils delufloii they appear in the 
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(hape of that bead:, ( which commonly by their choice is a Buck, or Doe, a Lion , or 
Tigre or Dog,or Eagle) and in that fhape have been (hot at and wounded, as I (hall 

(hew in the Chapter following. And for this reafon (as I came to underhand by fome 

of them ) they yeeld unto the Popifti Religion, efpecially to the worftiiping of Saints 
Images becaufe they looke upon them as much like unto their forefathers Idols * and 

lecondly5becaufethey fee fome of them painted with Beafts 5 as Hierom with a Lion9 

Anthony with an Afle, and other wild beads, Vominickjjvith a Dog, Bias with a Hog, 

Mark with a Bull, and John with an Eagle, they are more confirmed in their delud- 

ons , and thinke verily thofe Saints were of their opinion, and that thofe bealts were 

their familiar fpirits, in whole (hape they alfo were transformed when they lived, and 
with whom they died. All Indians are much affixed unto chefe Popiffi Saints, but 

efpecially thofe which are given to witchcraft,and out of the fmalneue oftheir means 
they will be fureto buy fome of thefe Saints and bring them to the Church,that there 

they may ftand and be worlhipped by them and others.The Churches are full ol them* 

and they are placed upon ftanders gilded or painted, to be carried in pioceflion upon 
mens {boulders, upon their proper day. And from hence cometh no little Profit to the 

Preilfs • for upon fuch Saints daies, the owner of the Saint maketh a gteatdealt m the 
Towne, and prefenteth unto the Preift fometimes two or three, iometimes four or five 

crownes for his Maffe and Sermon, befides a Turkey and three or four fowls, with as 

much Cacao as will ferve to make him Chocolatte for all the whole 08*ve or eight 
daies following.So that in fome Churches,where there are at leaft fourty of thefe Saints 

Statues and Images, they brihg unto the Preift at leaft fourty pounds a yeer.The Preift 

therefore is very watchfull over thofe Saints daies, and fendeth warning before hand 
unto the Indians of the day of their Saint, that they may provide themfelves for the 

better celebrating it both at home and in the Church. If they contfibute not boun- 
tifully,then the Preift will chide,and threateothat he will not preach. Some Indians 

through poverty have been unwilling to contribute any thing at all, or to folemmze in 

the Church and at his houfe his Saints day, but then the Preift hath threatned to caft 
his Saints image out of theChurch, faying, that the Church ought not to be filled 

with fuch Saints as are unprofitable to foul and body,and that m fuch a ftatues room 
one may ftand, which may doe more good by occafioning a folemn celebration of one 

day more in the yeer. So likewife if the Indian that owed one of thofe images die 

and leave children,they are to take care of that Saint as part of their inheritance* and 
to provide that his day be kept* butif no fon, or heirs be left, then thePreift calleth 
for the heads of the feverall Tribes, and for the chief officers of juluce, and maketh a 

{beech unto them, wherein he declareth that part of the Church ground is taken up 
in vain by fuch an image, and his ftander,without any profit either to the Preift ,the 

Church.or the town.no heir or owner beingJeft alive to proceed for that orphan Saint, 

to owne it; and that in cafe they will not feek put who may take charge o him , and 

of his day! the Preift will not fuffer him to ftand idle in his Church,like thofe whom 
ourSaviourin theGofpel rebuked , quid bicfijtutotJ die for that they flood 

idle in the market all the day (thefe very expreflions have I heard there from fome Fri¬ 

ers'} and therefore that he aiuftbanifh fuch a Saints pifture out of the Churchy and 
mult deliver him up before them into ihcjuftices hands to be kept by them in the 

Town-houfe, until! Inch time as he may be bought and owned by fome good Chnlti- 
an The Indians when they hear thefe expreflions, begin to feare., left lome judge¬ 
ment may befall their Town for fuffering a Saint to be excommunicated and caft out 

of their Churcb,and therefore prefent unto the Preift fome offering for his prayers un¬ 

to the Saint, that he may doe them no harme, and defirehim to limit themia time to 

bring him an anfwer for the difpofing of thac Saint(thinking tt will prove a dlfparage- 

ment and affront unto their Town.if what once hath belonged to the Church,be now 

out and delivered up to the fecular power ) and that in the mean time.they will hnd 

out fome good Chriitian, either of the neereft friends and kindred to him or them 

who firft owned the Saint , or elfe fome ftranger, who may buy that Saint of the 

Preift f if he continueintheChurchJorof the fecular power ( if hebecaft out of 

the Church and delivered up unto them, which they are unwilling to yeeld to, having 

been taught of judgements in fuch a cafe like to befall them land may by fome fpeedy 

feaft and folemnity appeafe the Saints anger towards them, tor hav.ng beeen fo Heigh- 

tedby the Town. Alaspoore Indim,, what will they not be brought unto by^hole 
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Friers and Preifts, wholiudy nothing more than their own ends,and to enrich them- 
felvesfromtheChurch and Altai! their policies ( who are the wife and prudent chil¬ 

dren of this wjorld Ipoken of intbeGofpel) can eafily overtop and mafter thefim- 
plicily of the poor Indians; who rather then they will bring am affront upon their 

Towne, by fuffering any of their Saints to be caff out of their Church, or to be with 
niony redeemed out of the fecular powers hands, will make haft to prefentunto him 

an owner of that osphan Saint, who for him fhallgiveto thePreift not only what he 

may be prized to be w orth in a Painters (hop for the workmanfhip, gold and colours 
belonging to him • but belides (ball prefent him what before hath been obfcrved, for 
the folemnizing of his feaft. Thefe feafts bring yet unto the Saints more profit then 

hitherto hath been fpcken of ; for the Indians have been taught that upon fuch daies 

they ought to offer up fomewhat unto the Saints; and therefore they prepare either 
mony ( fome a Riall, fome twosome more^or elfe commonly about Gnatemala white 

wax*candles, and in other places Cacao, or fruits, which they lay before the image 

of the Saint,whilll theMafleiscelebrating.SomelWftw.r will bring a bundle ofcan- 

dles of a dozen tied together of Rials a peice fome, fome of three or four for a Riall, 
and will if they be let alone light them all together and burne them out, fo that the 
Preiit at the end of the Maffe will find nothing but theends. Therefore( knowing 

well of the waies of policy and covetoufneffe) he chargeeh the Church officers,whom 
I Paid before were called Majordomtfs tolooke to the offerings,and not to fuffer the In¬ 

dians who bring candles to light more then one before the Saint,and toleave the other 

before him unlighted (having formerly taught them,that the Saints are as well pleafed 

with their whole candles as with their burnt candles) that fohee may have the more 

to fell and make mony of. After Maffe the Preift and the Adajordome’s take and fweep 

away from the Saint whatfoever they find hath been offered unto him ; fo that fbme- 
times in a great Towne upon fuch a Saints day the Preift may have in mony twelve or 
twenty Rials, and fifty ora hundred candles, which may be worth unto him twenty 

or thirty (hillings, befides fome ends and pieces. Moft of the Friers about Guate¬ 
mala are with theft offerings as wel ftored with candles,as is any Wax-chandlers flhop 

in the City. And the fame candles, which thus they have received by offerings they 

need not care to fell them away to Spaniards9w ho come about to by thetn(though fome 

will rather fell them together to fuch though cheaper, that their mony might come in 
all at once ) for the Indians themfelves when they want again any candles for the like 
feaft, or for a Chriftening, and for a womans Churching (at which times they alfo 

offer candles) will buy their own againe of thePreift, who fometimes receiveth the 
fame candles and mony for them again five or fix times. And becaufe they find that the 

Indians incline very much to this kind of offerings,and that they arefo profitable un¬ 

to them, the Friers doe much preffe upon the Indians in their preaching this point of 

their Religion, and devotion. But if you demand of thefe ignorant,but zealous of¬ 
ferers the Indians an account of any point of faith, they will give you little or none. 

The myfteryof the T rinity, and of the incarnation of Chrift, and our redemption 
by him is too hard for them 5 they will only anfwer what they have been taught in a 

Catechifineof queftionsandanlwers* but if you ask them if they belceve fucha 

point of Chriftianity, they will never anfwer affirmatively, but only thus5Perhaps it 
may be fo. They are taught there the doftrin of Rome, that ChritiS body is truely 

and really prefent in the Sacrament, and no bread in fubftance,but only the accidents- 
if the wifeft Indian be asked, u hether he beleeve this, he will anfwer,Perhaps it may 
befb. Once an old woman,who was held to be very religious,in the Town oiMixco^ 

came to me about receiving the Sacrament,and whilfil was inftrufting of her ,1 asked 
her if fhe beleeved that Chrift body was in the Sacramen't,ffieanfwered,Peradventure it 
may be lb. A little while after to try her and get her out of this drain and common an- 

fwer,I asked her what & who was in the Sacrament which ffie received from the Preifts 

hand at the Altar-ffie anfwertd nothing for a while, and at laft I prtfled upon her for 

an affirmative anfwer; and then fhe began to looke about to the Saints in the Church, 
(which was dedicated to a Saint which they call St. VominickJ and, as it feemed, be¬ 

ing troubled and doubtful what to fay,atlaft ffiecaft her eyes upon the high Altar-bucI 

fteing (he delayed the time,asked her again who was in the Sacrament?to which ffie re- 
plyed S£>omi*ickyi\\o was the Patron of that Church and Town. At this I fmiled,?.nd 

would yet further try her fimplicity with a fimplequeftiop.I teld her ffie faw S.Dominick^ 
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Was painted with a dog by him holding a torchin his mouth, and the globe of the 
world at his feet; I asked her, whether all this were with St. Dominick in the Sacra- 

ir.ent? To which fihe anfwered, Perhaps it might be fo; wherewith I began to chide 
her, and to inftruft her. But mine inftru£tion,nor all the teaching and preaching of 
thofe Spanijb Preifts hath not yet well grounded them in principles of faith • they are 

dulland heavie tobeleeve orapprehend of God,orof heaven,more then with fenfeor 

reafonthey can conceive. Yet they goe and run that way they teethe Spaniards run, 

and as they are taught by their idolatrous Preifts. Who have taught them much for¬ 
mality,and fo they are( as our Formalifts formerly in England^very formall, but lit¬ 

tle fubtlantiall in Religion. They have been taught that when they come to confefli- 

on, they muft offer fomewhat to the Preift, and that by their gifts and almes, their fins 
(hall befoonerforgiven5 this they doe fo formally obterve, that, whenfoever they 

come to confeflion, but efpecially in Lent, none of them dareth to come with empty 

hands; (omebring mony, fome honey, fomeegs,fomefowls, fome filh, fome Ca¬ 
cao, fome one thing,(ome another,fo that the Preiit hath a plentiful! harveft in Lent 

for his pains in hearing their Confeflions. They have been taught thatalfo when they 

receive the Communion, they muft furely every one give at lcaft a Riall to the Preift, 
( furely England was never taught in America to buy the Sacrament with a two pence 

offering, and yet this cuftome too much pra&ifed and prefled upon the people)which 
they performe lo, that I have known fome poor Indians, who have for a week or two 

forborne from coming to the Communion untill they could get a Riall offering* It is 

to be wondred what the Preifts doe get from thofe poore wrerches in great Towns by 

Confeflion and Communion Rials in great Townes, where they denie the Sacrament 
to none that will receive it, ( and in fume Townes I haveknowne a thoufand Commu* 
nicants )and force all above twelve or thirteen yeers of agno come to Confeflion in 
the Lent. They are very formall alfo in obterving Romes Monday, Thurfday, and 
good-Friday, and then they make their monuments and tepulchres, wherein they 
fee their Sacrament, and watch it all day and night, placing before it a Crucifix on 

the ground, with two bafins on each fide to hold the fingle or double Rials, which 

every one muft offer when hecometh creeping upon his knees,and bare-footed to kifte 

Chrifts hands, feet, and fide. The candles which for that day and night and next 
morning are burned at the fepulchre are bought with another Contribution-Riall, 
which is gathered from houfe to houte from every Indian for that purpote. Their 

Religion is adear and lick-penny religion for fuch poor Indians,and yet they are car¬ 

ried along in it formally and perceive it not.They are taught that they muft remember 

the fouls in Purgatory,and therefore that they muft caft their almes into a cheft, which 
ftandeth for that purpofe in their Churches, whereof the Preift keepeth the key, and 

openeth it when he wantethmony, or whenhepleateth. I have often opened fome 
of thofe cheftsj and have found in them many fingle Rials, (ome halfe pieces of eight, 

and fome whole pieces of eight. And becaufe what is loft and foundin the high-waies, 

muft belong to fome body, if the true owner be not knowne, they have been taught 
that fuch monies or goods belong alfb to the foules departed; wherefore the Indians 
(furely more for fear or vanities fake that they may be well thought on by the Preift ) 
i f they find any thing loft will beftow it upon the foules fiirer then the Spaniards tbem- 

telvesfwhoif they find a purfe loft will keep it,) and will bring it either to the Preift 
or caft it into the cheft. An Indian of Mixco had found a patacon or peece of eight in 
a high-way, and when he came to Confeflion, he gave it untome telling me he durft 

not keep it, left the foules fhould appear unto him, and demand it. So upon the (e- 

cond day of November which they call AH foules day, they are extraordinary foolifh 
and (uperftitious in offering monies, fowles, egsand Maiz, and other commodities 
for the foules good, but it proves for the profit of the Preift, who afrer Maffe wipes 
away to his chamber all that which the poore gulled and deluded Indians had offered 

unto thofe foules, which needed neither mony, food, nor any other provifion, and 

he fills his purfe, and pampers his belly with it. AFrierthac lived in Tetapa boafted 

unto me once that upon their All Soules day, his offerings had been about a hundred 
Rials, two hundred Chickens and fowls, half adozen Turkeyes, eight bulhels of 

Maiz, three hundred egs, four fontlesof Cacao, (every footle being four hundred 

granesj twenty clufters of plantins, above a hundred wax candles , befides fome 

loaves of bread, and other trifles of fruits. All which being fuaimed up according 
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to the price of the things there, and with consideration oi the coyn of mony there 
(halfe a Ryall,or three pence being there the leaft coyn) mounts to above eight pounds 
of our money, a faire and goodly ftipend for a Made, brave wages for halfe an houres 
work; a politick ground for that Error of Purgatory, if the dead bring to the living 
Preift fuch wealth in one day onely. Chriftmas day with the reft of thofe holy daies 
is no leffe fiiperftitioufly obferved by thefe Indians; for againft that time they frame 
andfet in fome corner of their Church a little thatched houfe like a ftall, which they 
call B*tblebem,mth a blazing Starre over, pointing it unto the three Sage wife men from 
the Eaft; within this ftall they lay in a Crib, a child made of wood, painted and 
guilded (who reprefents Chrift new borne unto them) by himftands^ry on the one 
tide, and Jofepb on the other, and an Affe like wife on the one fide and an oxeon the 
other, made by hands, the three wife men of the Eaft kneel before the Crib offering 
gold, Frankincenle and Myrrhe, the fhepheards ftand aloof off offering their Coun¬ 
try gifts,fome a Kid/ome a Lambe, fome Milk,fome Cheefe,and Curds,fome fruits, the 
fields are alfo there reprefented with flocks ofSheep and Goats 3 the Angels they hang 
about the ftall fome with Vialls,fome with Lute6,fome with Harps, a goodly mumming 
and filent ftage play,to draw thofe fimple fouls to look about,and to delight their fenfes 
and fantafies in the Church. 

There is not an Indian that cometh to fee that fuppofed Bethlehemt ( and there is 
not any in the Town but doth come to fee it) who bringeth not either money or 
fomewhat elfefor hisoffering. Nay the policy of the Preifts hath been fuch, that 
(toftirreupthe Indians with their Saints example) they have taught them to bring 
their Saints upon all theholy dayes,untill Twelfth day in Proceffion unto this Beth¬ 

lehem to offer their gifts,according to the number of theSaints that ftand in tbe Church, 
fomedaies there come five, fomedaies eight, fomedaiesten, dividing them into fuch 
order, that by Twelfth day all may have come and offered,fome money,fome one thing, 
fome another; The owner of the Saint, hee cometh before the Saint with his friends 
and kindred (jf there bee no fodality or company belonging unto that Saint) and 
being very well apparelled for tHatpurpofe, he bowes himfelfe and kneels to the Crib, 
and thenrifing takes from the Saint what hee bringethand leaveth it there, and fo 
departs. But if there be a fodality belonging to the Saint,then the Mayordomo’s or 
chief Officers of that company they come before the Saint, and doe homage, and of¬ 
fer as before hath been faid. But upon Twelfth day the Alcaldes, Maiors, Jurates, 
and other Officers of Juftice, muft offer after the example of the Saints, and the three 
Wife men of the Eaft (whom the Church of ibrae teachech to have been Kings ) be- 
caufe they reprefent the Kings power and authority. And all thefe daies they have 
about the Town and in the Church a dance of Shepheards, who at Chriftmas Eve at 
midnight begin before this Bethlehem, and then they muff offer a Sheep amongft them. 
Others dance clothed like Angels and with wings, and all to draw the people more 
to fee fights in the Church, then to worfhip God in Spirit and in Truth. Candlemas 
day is no leffefuperftitioufly obferved ; for then the picture of Mary comes in proceffion 
to the Altar,andoffereth up her Candles andPigeon6, or Turtle-Doves unto the Preift, 
and all the Town muft imitate her example, and bring their Candles to be bleffed and 
hallowed• of foure or five, or as many as they bring, one onely (hall bee reftored back 
unto them, becaufe they are bleffed, all the reft are for the Preift, to whom the Indians 

refort after to buy them,and give more then ordinary, becaufe they are hallowed Can¬ 
dles. At Whitfbntide they have another fight, and that is in the Church alfo,whillt 
a Hymne is fung of the Holy Ghoft, the Preift standing before the Altar with his face 
turned to the people, they have a device to let fall a Dove from above over his head well 
drafted with flowers,and for above half anhoure,from holes made for that purpofe,they 
drop down flowers about the Preift fibewing the gifesof theholy Ghoft to him, which 
example the ignorant and fimple Indians are willing to imitate, offering alfo their 
gifts unto him. Thus all theyeer are thofe Preifts and Fryers deluding the poore peo¬ 
ple for their ends, enriching themfelves with their gifts, placing Religion in nicer 
Policy 5 and thus doth the Indians Religion confift more in fights, fhewes and forma¬ 
lities, then in any true fubftance. But as fweet meat muft have fowre fawce • fo this 
fweetnefle and pleafing delight of fhewes in the Church hath its fovvie fawce once a 
yeer(befides thefowrenefle of poverty which followeth to them by giving fo many gifts 
unto the Preift)for,to fhewthat in their Religion there is fome bitterneft, St fawreneffe. 
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they make the Indians whip thenifelves the weeke before Eafter, like the Spaniards , 

which thoie fimplesboth men and women perform with fuch cruelty to their owne 
fltlh, that they butcher it, mangle and teare their backs,till fome fwound,nay fomefas I 
have known)havedied tinder their own whipping,and havefelfemurthered themfelver, 
which the Preifts regard not, becaufe their death is fure to bring them at Icaihhree 
or foure Crownes for a Made for their foules, and other'offerings of their 
friends. 

Thus in Religion they are fuperftitioufly led on, and blinded in the obfervance 
of what they have been taught for the good and profit of their Preifts, then for any 
good of their foules, not petceiving that their Religion is a Policy to inrich their 
teachers. But notonely doethe Fryers and Preifts live by them and eat the fweat of 
their browes; but alfo all the Spaniards, who not onely with their worke anti fervice 
(being themfelves many given to idlenelfe) grow wealthy and rich; but with need- 
lcffe offices, and authority are ftill fleecing them,andtaking from them that little which 
they gaine with much hardnefle and feverity. 

The Prefident of Guatemala, the Judges of that Chancery, the Governours and High 
Jufticesof other parts of the Country,that they may advance and inrich their menial! 
lervants, make the poor Indians the fubjeft of their bountftul nefle towardsfuch. Some 
have offices to vihc as often as they pleafe their Towns,and to fee what every Indian hath 
lowed of Maiz, for the maintenance of his wife and children5 Others vifit them to 
fee what fowles they keepe for the good and (tore of the County; others have order 
to fee whether their houfes bee decently kept and their beds orderly placed according 
to their Families; others have power to call them out to mend and repaire the high 
wayes, and others have Commiffion to number the Families and Inhabitants of the 
feverall Townes, to fee how they increafe that their Tribute may not decreafe^ but ftill 
beeraifed. And all this, thofe officers doe never perform but to, that for their pains 
they muft have from every Indian an allowance to bear their charges, (which indeed 
are none at all) for as long as they ftay in the Town, they may call for what fowles 
and provifion they pleafe without paying for it. When they come to number the 
Townes, they call by liftevery Indian and caufe hischiidren, fonnes and daughters to 
be brought before them,to fee if they bee fit to be married- and ifthey be ofgrowth and 
age,and bee not married,the fathers arethreatned for keeping them unmarried,and as 
idle lives the Towne without paying tribute- and according to the number of the 
fonnes and daughters that are marriageable, the fathers tribute is raifed and in- 
creafed,untUl they provide husbands and wives for their fon sand daughters, who as 
foone as they are married, are charged with tribute, which that it may increafe, they 
will futfer none above fifteen yeers of age to live unmarried; Nay the fet time of age of r 
marriage appointed for the Indians, is at fourteen yeers for the man , and thirteene 
lor the woman,alleadging that they are fooner ripe for the fruit ot Wedlock,and fooner 
ripe in knowledge and malice, and ftrength for worke and fervice, then are any b- 
tfaer people. Nay fometimes they force them to marry who are fearce twelve and thir¬ 
teene yeeres of age, if they find them welllimbed, andftrongin body , explicating 
a point of one of Rmes Canons, which alloweth fourteene and fifteen yeers, nifi ma- 
litia fuppleat *tate/n. When I my felfe lived in Pinola,that Town by order of ^Don Juan 

de Guzman, (a great Gentleman of Guatemala^ o whomit belonged)was numbred and 
an increafe of tributary Indians was added Unto it by this meanes. The numbring it 
lafted a full week, and in that fpace I was commanded to joy rie in marriage neer twen¬ 
ty couple, which, with thofe that before had been married fince the la ft numbring of it 
made up to the Encbmcndero or Lord of it an increafe of about fifty Families.Buc ic was 

a fbame to fee how young fome were that at that time were forced to marriage, neither 
could al my driving arid reatoning prevail to the contrary,nor the producing ofthe Re* 
gifter Book to fhew their age,but that fome were married of between twelve arid thirteene 
yeers of age, and oneefpecially who in the Regifterbooke was found to beenotfu'I- 
lyof twelve yeers,whole knowledge and ftrength of body was judged to fupply the want 
of age. In this manner even in themoft free aft of the will, (which oughttobeein 
marriage) are thofe poore Indians, forced and made (laves by the Spaniards,to fupply 
with tribute the want of their purfes, andchemeannefle of their Eftates. Yet under 
this yoke and burden they are cheerfull, and much given to feafting, fporting and 
dancing, as they particularly (hewin the chief feafts of their Townes, which are kept 
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upon that Saints day to whom their Town is dedicated. And certainly this fuperftition 
hath continued alio in JL?igland from the Popifli times* to keep Faires in many of our 
Towns upon Saints dayes(which is the intent of thePapiftsto draw in the people and 
country by way of commerce and trading one with another,to honor?worfhip,and pray 
to that Saint, to whom the Town is dedicated) orelfewhy are our Faires common¬ 
ly kept upon JohnEaptift, Jamer,Veter,Mattherv,Bartholomew, Holy Rood, Lady dayes, 
and the like, and not as well a dayjor two before, or a day or two after?which would 
bee as good and fitdayesto buy and fell, as the other? Trueit is, our Reformation 
alloweth not the worfhipping of Saints, yet that foiemne meetiniof the people to Fairs 
and mirth,! and fport upon thofe dales it hath kept and continued, that fo the Saints 
and their dayes may bee and continue frill in our remembrance. There is no Town 
in the India's great or fmall (though it be but of twenty Families) which is not dedi¬ 
cated thus unto our Lady or unto fome Saint,and the remembrance cf that Saint is con¬ 
tinued inthemindes notonely of them that live in the Towne, but of all that live 
farre and neere by commercing,trading, fporting,and dancing,offering unto the Saint, 
and bowing, kneeling, and praying before him. Before this day day cometh, the 
Indians of the Town two or three Monethshave their meetings at night, and prepare 
themfelves foe fuch dances as are moft commonly ufed amongll them^and in thefe their 
meetings they drinke much both of Ghocolatte and Chicha.For every kind of dance 
they have feverall houfes appointed, and matters of thatdance, who teach the reft that 
they may beeperfe&ed initagainft the Saints day. For the moftpart of thefe two 
or three moneths the filence of the night is fJncjuieted,what with their linging,what 
with their hollowing, what with their beating upon the fhels of fi{hes,what with their 
Waits, and what with their piping. And when the feaft cometh,then they a& pub- 
likely, and for thefpace of eight dayes, what privately they had pra&ifedbefore.They 
are that day well apparelled with (ilkes, fine linnen, ribbands and feathers accor¬ 
ding to the dance 5 which firft they begin in the Church before the Saint, or in the 
Church yard,and from thence all the OBavz, or eight dayes they goe from houfe to 
houfe dancing, where they have Chocolatte or fome heady drink or Chicha given them. 
All thofe eight daies the Towne is fure to bee full of drunkards; and if they bee re¬ 
prehended for it $ they willanfwer, that their heart doth rejoyce with'their Saint 
in heaven, and that they mutt drinke unto him, that hee may remember them. The 
chief dance ufed amongft them is called Toncontin, which hath been danced before 
the King o{Spain,\n the Court of Madrid by Spaniards, who have lived in the India's 
to (hew unto the King fomewhat of the Indians fafbions; and it was reported to have 
pleafed the King very much.This dance is thus performed.The Indians commonly that 
danceic (if it bee a great Towne) are thirty or forty* or fewer, if it be a fmall Town. 
They are clothed in white, both their dublets, linnen drawers, and Aiates, or towels, 
which on the one fide hang almoft to the ground. Their drawers and Aiates are 
wrought with fome workes of Silk , or with birds, or bordered with fome Lace. 
Others procure dublets and drawers and Aiates of Silk, all which are hired for that 
purpofe. On their backs they hang long tuffes of feathers of all colours, which 
with glew are faftned into a little frame made for the purpofe, and guilded on the out- 
fide • this frame withl Ribbands they tie about their fhoulders faft that it fall not, nor 
flacken with the motion of theirbodies. Upon their heads they wear another lefle 
tuffe of Feathers either in their hats, or in fome guilded or painted head- pecce,or hel¬ 
met* In their hands alio they carry a fan of feathers, and on their feet moft willufe 
feathers alfo bound together like Ihort wings of birds; loroe wearefhoocs, fome not. 
And thus from top to toe they arc almoft covered with curious and coloured feathers. 
Their Mufick and tune to this dance is onely what is made with a hollow ftock of a 
tree, being rounded, and well pared within and without, very fmooth and fhining, 
(omefoure times thicker then our viols, with two or three long clefts on the upper 
fide and fome holes at the end which they call Tepanabaz,. On this ftock(which is placed 
upon aftoolorfourm in the middle ot the Indians) the Matter of the dance beates 
with two flicks, covered withwooll at theends, and a pitched leather over the wooll 
that it fall not away. With this Inftrument and blowes upon it (which foundeth but 
dull and heavy, but fomewhat loud) hee giveth the dancers their feverall tunes, and 
changes, and fignee of themothion of their bodies either ftraight or bowing,and giveth 
them warning what and when they are to fing. Thus they dance in compaffe and 

circle 

/. 
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circle round about that inftrumenc, one folio wing another fometimes ftraight, fome- 
times turning about, fometimes turning halfway, fometimes bending their bodies and 
with the feathers in their hands aimoft touching the ground, and tinging the life of 
that their Saint, or of fome other. All this dancing is but a kind of walking round* 
which they will continue two or three whole houres together in one place, and from 
thence goe and perform the fame at another houfe. 

This Toncontin the chief and principal! onely of the T owne doe dance it 5 It was 
the old dance which they ufed before they knewGhriftianity,except that then in ftead 
of tinging the Saints lives, they did ting the praifes of their hcathenilh Gods. They 
have another dance much ufed, which is a kind of hunting out (ome wild Beaft 
(which formerly in time of Heathenifme was to beefacrificed to their Gods) to bee 
offered up unto the Saint. This dance hath much variety of tunes, with a (mail Te-' 
panabaz, and many fhels of Tortoi’s, or in ftead of them with pots covered with lea* 
ther, on which they ftrike as on Tepanabaz, add with the found of pipes; in this 
dance they ufe much hollowing and nolle and calling one unto another, and fpeak- 
ing by way of Stage play, fome relating one thing, fome another concerning the 
Beaft they hunt after; Thefe dancers are all cloathed like Beafts, with painted 6kins 
of Lions, Tigers, Wolves, and on their heads fuch headpieces as may reprefent the 
head of foch Beafts, and other weare painted heads of Eagles or Fowles of rapine, 
and in their hands they have painted Stave?,Biis, Swords and Axes, wherewith they 
threaten to kill that Beall they hunt after. Others in ftead of hunting after a Beaft, 
hunt after a man, as Beafts in a wilder nefle Ihould hunt a man to kill him. This man 
that is thus hunted after muft bee very nimble and agil, as ohe flying for his life, and 
(hiking here and thererat the Beafts for his defence, whom at laft they catch and 
make a prey of. As the Toncontin confifts moft of walking and turning and leafurely 
bending their bodies, fo this dance doth wholly contift in aftion, running in a cir¬ 
cle round,fometimes cut of circle, and leaping and (hiking with thole toolcs and in- 
lhuments which they have in their hand.This is a very rude (port,and full of ferieking 
and hideous noife,wherein I never delighted- Another Mexican dance they ufe,fome 
clothed like men, others like women, which in Hcathenilh times they did ufe with 
imgmg praifes unto their King or Emperour; bat now they apply their fongsunto 
the King of Glory, or onto the Sacrament, uflng thele or commonly she like words 
with very little difference,and fome variety of praife, 

Salid Mexican# Jaailad Tancpntin. 
Canfalat galan# tn etterpo gtntil. And againe, 
Salid Mexican# bailad Toncontin. 

Al Key de la gloria tentmos aqui. Thus they goe round dancing, playing In fome 
places very well upon their Guitarres, repeating now and then all together a verfe ©t 
two,and calling the Mexican Dames to come out to them with their gallant Mantles to 
ling praife unto their King of Glory. Betides thefe they have,and ufe our Morris dances, 
and Blackmore dances with Sonajas in their hands, which are a round let of (mall 
Morris dancing bells, wherewith they make variety of founds to their nimble feet. 
But the dance which doth draw to it the peoples wondering is a Tragedy afted by 
way of dance , as the death of St. Peter, or the beheading of John the Baptiji. In 
thefe dances there is an Emperour, or a King Herod with their Queens clothed, ano¬ 
ther cloathed with a long loofeGoat who reprelents St. Peter, or John the Baptiji 9 
who whilft the reft danceth, walketh amongft them with a book in his hands, as if 
hee were faying his prayers , all the reft of the Dancers are apparelled like Cap- 
taines and fouldier s with Swords, Daggers, or Holbards in their hands. They 
dance at the found of a final! drum and pipes, fometimes round', fometimes 
in length forward, and have and ufe many fpeeches to the Emperour or King, and a - 
mong thetnfelve* concerning the apprehending and executing the Saint. The King 
and Queen tic fometimes down to hear their pleading againft the Saint, and his plea¬ 
ding for himfelfe; and fometimes they dance with the reft; and the end of their 
danceistocracifieSt. Peter downwards with his head upon a Crofle, or behead lobn 
the Bjptiflj having in readinefle a painted head in adifti, which they prefent unto 
the King and Q5*en,for joy whereof they all again dance merrily and fo conclude, ta¬ 
king down him chat afted Peter from the Crofle. The Indians that dance this dance 
moft of them are fuperftitious for what they do,'judging as if it were indeed really afted 
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and performed what oncly is by way of dance reprefented. When I lived amongft 
them it was an ordinary thing for him who in the dance was to aft St. Peter or lohn 

the Baptifti tocomefirftto Confeflion, faying they mud bee holy arid pure like that 
Saint whom they reprelent, and muft prepare themfelves to die. So likewifc hee 
that afted Herod or Herodias, and fomeofche Souldiers that in the dance were to (peak 
and to accufe the Saints, would afterwards come to confefleof thatfinne, and de¬ 
fire abfolution as from bloodguiltinefie. More particular paflages of the Indians ac¬ 
cording to my experience of them,! (hall in the Chapter following truly relate unto my 

Reader. 

CHAP. XX. 

hewing how and why I departed out of Guatemala to leame the Poconchi 

language, and to live among the Indians,and offome particular pajjages and 

accidents whilft l lived there. 

Aving read in the Univerfity of Guatemala for three years (pace a whole 
courfe of Arts, and having begun to read part of Divinity, the more I ftu- 
died and grew in knowledge, and the morel controverted by way of Argu¬ 
ments (bme Truths and points of Religion, the more I found the (pirit of 

Truth inlightening me,and difcovering unto me the lies,errors,falfities and (uperditions 
of the Church of RomeMy confidence was much perplexed, and wavering, and I defi- 
rous of (bme good and full fatisfaftion: Which I knew might not bee had there; 
and that to profeflc and continue in any opinion contrary to the Doftrineof Rome, 
would bring mee to the Inquifition,that Rack of tender Confidences, and from thence 
to no leflethen burning alive, in calc I would not recant of what the true Spirit had 
infpiredinto nice. The point of Tranfubftantiation, of Purgatory, of the Popes 
power and authority, of the merit of mans workes, of his free will to choofe all (oul« 
faving wayes, the facrifice of the Made, the hallowing the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper unto the Lay people, the Preifts power! to" abfolve from finne , the wor- 
(hippingof Saints though with as they call it, and not with and the 
Virgin M&ry with a higher degree of worfliip then that of the Saints, which they 
call -iSpOxthe drange lies and blafphemies which they call miracles recorded in the 
Legend and lives of their Saints, the infallibility of the Pope, and councell in defi¬ 
ning for truth and pointof Faith, whatinitlelfeisfalieand erroneous, the(e points 
elpecially, with many more of Romes policiesj and the lewd lives of the Preills, Fryers, 
Nuns, and thole in authority, did much trouble and perplex my confidence, which I 
knew would bee better fatisfied if I could returne againe to my owne Countrey of 
England; where I knew many things were held contrary to theChurchof Rowe, but 
what particulars they were, I could not tell, not having been brought up in the Pro- 
teftant Church,and having been (entyoung over to St.0wer.r.Wherefore I earneftly ad- 
drefled my (elfe to the Provincial; and to the Prcfident of Guatemala; fora licence to 
come home, but neither of them would yeeld unto it, becaufi: there was a drift or¬ 
der of the King and Councell, that no Preift lent by his Majefty to any of the parts 
of the India's to- Preach the Gofpell, (hould return againe to Spain till ten yeers were 
expired. Hereupon I feeing my (elf a priloner, and without hopes for the prelent 
of (eeing England in many yeers, refolved to day no more in Guatemala; buttogoe 
out to learne fome Indian tongue, and to preach in fome of their Townes, where I 
knew more money might bee got to help mee home, when the time (hould come,then 
if l did continue to live in the Gloider of Guatemala. Yet in the mean time I thought 
it not unfit to write to Spain to a friend of mine an Englifh Fryer in San Lucar, called 
Fryer Pablo de Londres to defire him to obtian for mee a Licenfe from the Court, and 
from the Generali of the Order at Rome; that I might return unto my Country. In 
this (eafon there was in Guatemala, Fryer Franetfeo de Moran; the Prior of Coban in the 
Province of VeraPaZ; who was informing thePrefidcnt and whole Chancery , how 
neceflary it was that fome Spaniards (hould bee ay ding and afliding him for the difeovery 
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of a way from thatCountry unto Jucatan, and forthefupprefling of fuch barbarous 
people and Heathens* as flopped his paffage,and did often invade Tome Indian Towns 
of Chriftians.This Moran ( being my fpeciall friend, and having been brought upin 
Spain* in the Cloifter of San Pablo de Valladolid, where my felfe was firft entred Frier,) 
was very defirous of my company along with him,for the better bringing into Chrifli- 
anity thofe Heathens, and Idolaters, telling me that doubtleffe in a new Countrey 
new treafure and great riches was like to be found, whereof no fmall (hare and porti¬ 
on fhould befall him and me for our pains and adventure. I was not hard to be per- 
fwaded, being above all defirous to convert to Chriftianity a people that had never 
heard of Chrifl • andfo purpofed to torfake tbac honour which I had in the Univer¬ 
se, for to make Chrifl knowne unto that Heathenifh people. The Provincial! was 
glad to feethis my courage,and fo with fome gifts and mony in my purfe.fent me with 
Moran to the Vera Paz in the company of 50. Spaniards, who were appointed by the 

Prefident to aid and affifl us. 
When we came to Coban we were well refreshed and provided for a hard and dange¬ 

rous enterprize. From Coban we marched to two great Towms of Chriftians called 
St. Peter, and St. John, where were added urtto us a hundred Indians for our further af- 
fiftance.From thefe Towns two daies journey Wecould travail on Mules fafely among 
Chriftians and fome fmall village^but after the two daies we drew neer unro the H a- 
thens Frontiers,where there was no more open Way fof Mules, but we mult trult unto 
our feet. We went up and down mountaines amongft woods for the fpace of two daies, 
being much difcouraged with the thickets and harduefle of the way, and having no 
hopeof finding out the Heathens, In the night we kept watch and guard for feare of 
enemies, and relolved yet the third day to goe forward. In the mountaines we found 
many forts of fruits and in the bottomes fprings and brookes with many trees of Ca¬ 
cao and Achiotte. The third day we went on, and came to a low valley,in the mi ft 
whereof ran a {hallow river* where wefoundfome CMilpa*s or plantations of Maiz* 
Thefe were a teftimony unto u$ of fome Indians not far off, and therefore made us 
keep together and be in readinefle, if any affault or onfct fhould be made upon us by 
the Heathens. Whilftyve thus travelled on, we fuddtnly fell upon halfea doien poore 
cottages, covered with boughes and plantin leaves* and in them wee found three /»- 
dian women, two men and five young Children, all naked* who faine would have 
efcaped, but they could not. We re^rcfhed our felves in their poore cottages and gave 
them of our proyii ion, which at the fii ft they refufed to eat, howling and crying and 
pulling, till Moran had better incouraged and comforted them, whofe language 
they partly underftood. We clothed them and tooke them along with us, hoping 
to make them difcover unto us fome treafure or fome bigger plantation* But that day 
they were fo fullen that.we could get nothing out of them. Thuswe went on,follow¬ 
ing fome tracks which here and there we found oi Indians, till it was almoft evening, 
and then we did light upon above a dozen cottages more, and in them a matter of 
twenty men, women, and children, from whom we tooke fome bows and arrowes, 
and found there ftore of piantins,fome fifh,and wild Venifon,wherewith we refrefhed 
our felves, thefe told us of a great Towne two daies journey off, which made us be 
very watchfull chatnight.Here I began with fome more of our company to be lick and 
weary, fo that the next day I was not able to goe any further $ whereupon we relol¬ 

ved to let up our quarters there, and to fend out fome fcouts of Indians and Spaniards 

to difcover the country, who found further more cottages and plantations of Maiz, 
of Chile,of Turkey beans,and Cottoa-wooll,but no Indians at all, for they were all 
fled. Our fcouts returned, and gave us fome ineouragement from the pleafantneffe 
of the Country; but withall wifhed us to be watchfull and carefull, for that certain¬ 
ly the flight of thofe Indians was a figne that our coming was noifed about the Coun¬ 
try The next day we purpofed to move forward to that plantation which our fcouts 
haddifeovered, being (as we were informed ) fafer and more open to forefee any 
danger ready to befall us. All thefe plantations lay along by the river* where the fun 
was exceeding hot, which bad caufed feavers and a fiu*in r°me of us. With much 
weari neffe and faintneffe I got that day to our journeys end, beginning now to repent 
meeof what I was ingaged in and on foot, and fearing fome fuddain danger,by reafon 
our coming was now known by the Indians. The prifoners we had with us began to 
tell us of fome gold that they did fometimes find in that river, and of a great lake yet 

P forward. 
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forward, abouc which did inhabit many thouUnd Indians, who were very waj like, 
and skiifull in their bows and arrows. Theoneincouraged fome, the othermuch 
difcouraged the reft, who wifhed themfelves out of thofe woods and unknown places, 
and began to murmur againft Moran, who had been the caufeot their ingagement in 
that great danger.Our night was (et,and I and the reft ofthefickS/^wwr^j went to reft, 
fomeupon the bare ground,but my (elf and others inhamacca’Sjwfoich are of net work 
tied at two pofts or trees, and hanging in the aire, which with the leaft ftirring of the 
body, rockeoneafleepasinaCradle. Thus I tooke my reft till about midnight; at 
which time our tvatches gave an alarm againft our approaching enemies, who where 
thought to be about a thoufand. They came defperately towards us, and when they 
(aw they were difcovered, and our drums beat up*and our fowling peeces and muskets 
began to (hoot, they hollowed and cried out with a hideous noife, which uproar and 
fuddain affrightment, added fweat and fear to my feaver. But cMoran (who came to 
confefie with mee, and to prepare himfelfe for death or for feme deadly wound Jeom- 
fortedme, wiftung me to fear nothing, and to lie ftill,for that I could doe them no 
good, and that leffe was my danger then I apprehended, becaufe our Souldiers had 
compared me about, (b that on no fide the Heathens could come in,and flie we could 
not without the lofle of all our lives.The skirmifti lafted not above an hour, and then 
our enemies began to flie back. We tooke ten of them, and in the morning found 
thirteen dead upon the ground, and of ours five onely were wounded, whereof one 
died the next day. 

In the morning our Souldiers began to mutiny and to talke of returning back/ea¬ 
ring a worfe and more violent onfet that day or the night following* for fome of the 
Indians who were taken, told them plainly that if they went not away there would 
come fix or (even thoufand againft them. They told us further, that they knew well 
that the Spaniards had all the country about, except that little portion of theirs ,which 
they defired to enjoy quietly and peaceably, and not to meddle with us, but rather if 
we would fee their countrey and goe through it as friends, they would let us without 
doing us any hurt^but if we came in a warlike manner to fight and to bring them into 
flavery, as we had done their neighbours,they were all refolved to die fighting rather 
then to yeeld.With thele words our Souldiers were divided,fome with Moran were of 
opinion to try the Indians,and to go peaceably through their Country til they could 
come to fome Towne of Jucatan-, others were of opinion to fight, others to return 
back again, confidering their weakenefle againft fo many thoufands of Indians as 
were in the Country. But that day nothing was agreed upon, for that we could not 
ftir by reafon of the fick and wounded. So we continued there that night, and as the 
night before much about the fame time the enemies cameagaine upon us,but finding us 
ready and watching for them,they foone fled. In the morning we refolved to rcturne 
back,and Moran Cent the Heathens word,that if they would let him goe through their 
country quietly to difeover fome land of Jucatan, he would after a few monthes come 
peaceably unto them with halfe a dozen Indianstno more, trufting his life upon them. 
whom he knew if they wronged, all the Spaniards in the country would rife up a- 
gainftthem, and not leave one alive. They anfwered that they would entertaine him, 
and any few Indians well and willingly 5 all which Moran and they performed accor¬ 
ding to their agreement the nextyeer following. 

Thus we returned that day backe the fame way that we hadcomc,and I began to find 
my felf better,and my feaver to leave me. We carried with us fome of thofe young chil¬ 
dren which we had taken,to prefent them Unto the Prefident of Guatemala. And in Coban 

the Prior Moran thought he might firft do God good fervicc if hechriftened thofe youg 
children, faying that they might become Saints, and that afterwards their prayers 
might prevaile with God for the eonverfion of their parents and of all that country 
to Chriftianity. I could not but oppofe this his ignorance, which feemed much like 
unto that of the Friers whoentred America with Cortez, a ndincreafed after the con- 
queft daily more in number, who boafted to the Emperour, that they had 
fome of them made above thirty thoufand Indians Chriftians by baptfeir g them ; 
Which truelythey didasftieep are forced to the waters and driven to be walhedjfo were 
thofe firft Indians by thoufands fprinkled ( or if I may ufe their word, baptized) for 
they were driven by compulfion & force to the rivers5neither were they firft principled 
in any grounds of belief and Chriftianity, neither themfelves beleevers, nor children 

of 
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of beleeving anTfalchiull parents. So would Moran chriften theft children, though 
I told him that they ought not to partake of that facrament and Ordinance of C hnft 
unftflethey were grounded in articlesof Chriflianity andbeleeved,or were children 
of Meeving parents. But as he had been brought upm errours, whereof that Church 
of Rome is a wide and Ipatious neft, fo he would be obflinate in this point agamtt me 
and the truth, fprinkling with water thofe children, and naming them with names 
of Chriftians. After this he fent them well apparelled to_the: rehdent: of Guaitma a 
who commanded them to be kept, and broughtup in the Cloifter ot the Dominican 

Remained after this for a while in Cohan, and in the Townes about, .undll fuch 
time as the fhips came to the Gulfe ; whither I went with Moran to buy wines , oyle, 
iron cloth and fuch things as the Cloifter Wanted for the prefent. At which time 
th being a frigate ready to depart to TruxiBo) Tome occcafions draw.ng Moran thi • 
ther ^ I tooke ftfip with him. We ftaied not much above a week in that Port ( which 
is aweakonejas the Englifl? and Hollanders takingof itcanwitneOe) but prefently we 
houTht of returning back to Guatemala by land through the countrey of Camay agua 

commonly called Honduras.This is a woody and mountainous countrey, very bad and 
inconvenien t for Travellers,and befides very poore 5 there the commodities are Hides, 
Canna fiftula and Zarzaparilla3and fuch want of bread, that about^ rttxi o t ey ma e 
ufe of what’they call Ctfave,which is a dry root,that being eaten dry doth choaMnd 
Therefore is foaked in broth,water5wine or Choco!atte,that fo it may go down.Wi in 
the Countrey and efpecially about the City of Comayagua ( which is a B (hops feat, 
though a frnall place of fomefive hundred inhabitants at the molt )there is imore ore 
of Maiz bv reafon of Tome Indians^vshkh are gathered to Townes,few and frnall. I 
found tiffs Countrey one of the pooreft in all America.The chief place m it for health 
and eood living is the valley which is called Gracias a Dzu/,there are feme rich farms 
of Cattle and Wheat • but becaufe it lieth as neer to the Countrey of Guatema a as to 
Comaymta and on ’this fide the wales are better then on that, therefore more of 
Zt Wheat is tranfported to Guatemala and to the Townes about it,then to Comay agua 

or TvuxiUo. From Trstxillo to Guatemala there are between fourefcore and a hundred 
1 o twliirh we travelled by land,not wanting in a barren Countrey neither guides 
nor provifion, for the poore Indians thought neither their perfonall attendance, not 

an¥husw^amcS°oG»!i3^ andwereby the Friers joyfully entertained, and 

hv the Prefident highly rewarded, and by the City called true Apoftles, becaufe we had 
by the Prel dent mgniy^ ^ Heathens, and opened a way for their conveifi- 

venture chief place of their refidence, and fent before us thofe children 

°o t5heCity,U who witnelTed wkh being in the Cloifter our pains and indehavours’^ j 
was fo puffed up with thePrefidents favour, and the popular applaufe3that he refolv 
was lo punea up • his life, and, according to that meffage which he had 

ftnt before to the Heathen Indians, to enter amongft them in a peaceable way with 
h Ifp a dozen Indians. He would fain have had me gone with him} but I confidere 
haffe a dozen 1 v hich j thought I fhould not be able to perform on foot; 

Ind alfo Tfeared that the 'Barbariansmight mutiny againft us for thofe children w lich 
M Krnnpht • and lafty I liked not the Countrey, which feemed poore and not tor 

mvDurpofe fo get mean/s fnfficient to bring me home to England, which was the 
mX Pf ft^nnrht and defire of my heart for the fatisfaaion oF my conference, which I 
chiefeft though ( refoIved to forfake the company of my friend Metm 

found Ail ‘ dif eries 0f Heathens, and fuch difficult undertakings, which 

mf^endanger^"my health and life, and at laft bring no profit but only a little vam 
might endanger y Countrev. I thought I might better employ my time, 

it°Hearned (ome Indian tongue neerer to Gaaiom/a, where Iconfideredthericiws of 
i Townee rhe readinefleof the lndians,znd their willingnefie to further their Preifts 
the Townes,the readm , rance in fon,e points of Religion, which I thought I 

w?n“ ’ |’“td clear with fome found doRrin^and with preaching Chrift crucified1 un- 
to'fhem Ind bdnging them unto that rock of etemall bliffe and falvatlon.I trufted m 

writetoSpaiC^^have every yeer an anfwer eafier then any where elfe. 1 opened m^ 
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mind unto the Provinciall (who w as ihen at Guaiemala)ar.ti he prdentJy and willingly 

condefcended to my requeit, and counfelled me to learn the Pm>Hc/?ilanguage,(where- 
of I had already got fome grounds in the Vera Paz) which is molt uled about Guate¬ 
mala, andalfois much pra&ifed inVera Paz, and in the Countrey of San Salvador, 

He promifed to fend me to the Town of Petapa, to learne there the language, with a 

fpeciall friend of his named Frier PettrMolina, who was very old, andwantedthe 

help and company of fome younger perfon to eafe him in the charge that lay upon 

him, of logreataTowne, and many Travellers that pafTed that way. TheProvin- 
ciall a* if he had knownemy mind, pitched upon my very hearts delIreland thus two 
weeks before Midjummer day I departed from Guatemala to Petapa,,which is fix leagues 

from thence, and there fetled my Fife to learn that Indian tongue.The Friers of chofe 

parts that are any way skilful in the 7w^/a»languages,have compofed Grammars & Di¬ 

ctionaries for the better furthering of others who may fupply their places after their 

deceafejbut whilft they Bye are unwilling to teach the languages unto others, left their 
fchollers fhould after a gdod and well grounded knowledge of the tongues, fupplant 

their own Mafters, and be means of taking from them that great profit which they 
have by living as Curates in the Indian Townes. Yet this old Molina confidering him- 

felfe in yeers,and for his good friends fake the Provinciall,was not unwilling to accep 

of my company, and to impart unto me what knowledge he had got by : any yeers 

pra&ice of the Poeoncbi tongue. He gave me therefore a fhort abftraCfc of all the rudi¬ 
ments belonging unto it,which did conlift chiefely of declining Nounes,and conjuga¬ 

ting Verbs, ( which I eafily learned in the firft fortnight that I had been with him)and 

then aDi&ionary of Indian words, which was all the reft of myftudy to get with¬ 
out book, untill I wasable of my leIfe to preach unto the Indians, which with much 

eafineffe I obtained by difeourfing and conferring with them, what with my private 
ftudy I had learned. 

After the firft fix weeks Molina writdowne for me in the tongue a fhort exhortation, 
which he expounded to me, and wifhed me to learne it without booke,which 1 prea¬ 
ched publikely upon the feaft of St. James. After this he gave me another fhort ex¬ 

hortation in spanijb, to be preached < \ on the fifteenth of Jugttfi, which he made me 
tranflateinto the Indian tongue, and hecorre&ed in it what he round amiffe, where¬ 

with I was a little more emboldened, and feared not to fhew my felfe in publick to the 

Indians• This pra&icel continued three or four times until! Michaelmas, preaching 
what with his help I had tranflated out of Spanijb9 until! I was able to talke with the 
Indians alone, and to make mine own Sermons. After Michaelmas Molina being not 

a little vainglorious of whathehaddone with me, in perfecting me in an unknowne 
tongue in fo fhort a fpace,which was very little above one quarter ofthe yeer, writ un¬ 
to the Provinciall acquainting him of what paines he had taken with me, and of the 
good fuccefTe of his endeavours, alluring him that I was now fit to take a charge of 

Indians upon me, and to preach alone, further defiring him that he would beftow up¬ 
on me fome Indian Towne and Benefice, where I might by conftant preaching pra¬ 

ctice and further that which with fo much facility 1 had learned. The Provinciall 

C who had alwaies been my friend ) needed not fpurs to ftir him up to fhew more and 
more his love and kindneffe unto me • but immediately lent me order to goe unto the 

two Townes of Mixco and Pinola, and to take charge ofthe Indians in them, and to 

give quarterly an account of what I received thence unto the Cloifter of Guatemala, 

unto which all that valley did appertaine. All the Indian Townes and the Friers that 
live in them arefubordinate unto fome Cloifter * and theFriers arecalled by their Su¬ 

periors to give Up for the Cloifters ufe what monies they have fpared, after their own 
and their fervants lawfull maintenance. Which Order yet in Peru is ndt obferved, 

for there the Friers who are once benefited in Indian Towns, depend not upon any 

Cloifter, but keep all that they get for themfelves, and fo receive not from their Cloi¬ 

fters any clothing, or help for their provifion, neither give they any account to their 

Superiours, but keep, clothe and maintain themfelves, with what offerings and other 
duties fall unto them from the Indians. which is the caufe that the Friers of Peru are 

the richeft in all the India* s,*nd live not like Friers but rather like Lords,and game and 
Dice publikely without controuh But the Friers of Guatemala.Guaxaca,and Mexico, 

though they have enough and more then is well finable to their vow and profeflion 

of poverty, yet they enjoy not the liberty of the Peruan Friers in their Indian Bene¬ 

fices. 
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for what is over and above their expences,they give to their Superiours5and from them 
they receive every month a jar of wine* of an Arrobeanda halfe, and every yeer a 

new habit with other clothing. Yet with what I have faid I muft not exeufl* the Fri- 
ers of Guatemala from liberty,and the enjoyment of wealth and riches 5 for they alfo 

game and fporr, and fpend, and fill their bags,and where in their accounts and recko¬ 
nings to the Cioifters they might well give up in a yeer five hundred Crownes befides 

their own expvnces, they give up peradventure three hundred, and ufurpe the reft for 

themfelves* and their vain and idle ufeS; and trade and traffiquc under hand with Mer¬ 

chants againft their vow of poverty. 
With this flibordinationthereforef which I have {hewed ) unto the Prior and C/oifter 

of Guatemalans^ I lent to preach unto the Indians of Mixco and P inola, from whence 

for my fake ^as removed an old Frier of almoft fouricoreyeers of age, and called to 
hisCloifterto reft, who was notable to per forme the charge which lay upon him of 
two Townes, three leagues diftant one from another. The (ecled means for mainte¬ 

nance which I enjoyed in thefeTownes, arid the common offerings and duties which 
I received from the \ndians was this. In Mixco I was allowed every moneth twenty 

Crownes, and in Pinola fifteen, which was punctually payed by the Alcaldes and 
Regidores, Maiors and Jurates , before the end of the moneth $ for which paymenr, 

the Townes lowed a common peece of land with Wheat or Maiz,and kept their book 
of accounts, wherein they let downe what crops they yeerly received, what monies 

they tookein for thefale of their Corne, and in the fame booke I was to wrice downe 
what every moneth I received from them,* which booke at theyeers end they were to 
prefent to be examined by fome officer appointed thereunto by the Court of Guatemala. 
Befides this monthly allowance, I had from the Sodalities of thefoules in Purgatory 

every week in each Town two Crownes for a MafTe; every moneth two Crownes in 
*Pinola upon the firft funday of the moneth from the Sodalitie of the Rofary; and in 
MtxcolikewiCe every month from three Sodalities of theRofaryof the Virgin Marj% 
which were there belonging unto the Indians, the Spaniards, and the Blael^ mores, two 

Crownes a peece. Further from two more Sodalities belonging to the Vera Cruz, or 

the Groffs of Chrift, every moneth two Crownes a peece. And in Mixco from a So¬ 
dality of the Spaniards belonging to St.Nicolai deTolentino3two Crowns every month. 

And from a Sodality of St. Blot in Vinola every moneth two more Crownes; and fi¬ 
nally in Mizco from a Sodality entituled of St<. Jacitttbo every moneth yet two 

Crownes 5 befides fome offerings of either mony ,fowles,or candles,upon thofe daies 

whereon thefe Maflfes were lung •, all which amounted to threefcore and nine Crowns 
a month,which was furely fetled and paid before the end of the moneth. Befides from 
what I have formerly faid of the Saints ftatues which doe belong unto the Churches, 

and doe there constantly bring both mony, fowles, candles, and other off rings 
upon their day, unto the Preift, the yeerly revenues which I had in thofe two Towns 
will appear not to have been fmall; for in Mixco there were in my time eighteen Saints 
Images, and twenty in Pinola 5 which broughtunto me upon their day four Cro wns 

a peece for MafTe and Sermon,and proceflion, befides fowles, Turkeys and Cacao , 
and theofferings before the Saints,which commonly might bee worth at lead three 

Crowns upon every Saints day,which yeerly amounted to atleaft two hundredth ree- 

fcore and fix Crownes. Befides the Sodalities of the Rofary of the Virgin, 
Cwhich as I have before faid werefoure, three in Mixco, and one in Piv0/<f)upon five 
(everall feafts of the yeer (which are moftobferved by the Church of Rome') brought 
unto me four Crownes, two for the dayes Maffe, and two for a MafTe the day fol¬ 

lowing, which they call the Anniverfarie for the dead, who had belonged unco thofe 
Sodalities, which befides thofe dales offerings (which fometimes were more, fanle- 

timesleffe ) and the lndiant pfefents of fowles and Cacao, made up yeerly fourfeore 
Crowns more. Befides this, the two Sodalities of the Vera Cruz upon two feafts of 
the Croffe-che one upon the fourteenth of September, the other upon the third of May, 

brought four Crownes a peece for the MafTe of the day, and the Anniverfary MafTe 
following,and upon every Friday in Lent two Crownes,which in the whole yeer came 

to four and fourty Crownes 5 all which above reckoned,was as a fure rent in thofe two 
Townes. But, fhould l fpend time to reckon up what befides did accidentally fall, 

would be tedious. The Ghriftmis offerings in both thpfe two Townes, were worth 

toms when I lived there atleaft fourty Crownes. Thurfday andFriday offerings’bc- 

. P 3 fore 
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forcEafterday were about a hundred Crownes* all Soules day offerings commonly 
worth fourefcore Crownes; and Candlemas day offerings commonly forty more. 

Befides what was offered upon the Feaft of each Town by all the Country which came 
in, which in Mixco oneyeer was worth unto mee in Candles and money fourefcore 
Crownes, andinPi»o/<* (asI reckoned it) fifty more. The Communicants (every 

one giving a Riall) might make up in both Towns at Jeaft a thoufand Rials; and the 

Confeflions in Lentacleafta thoufand more,befides other offerings of Eggs,Hony,Ca- 

cao, Fowles and Fruits. Every Chriftcning brought two Rials,every Marriage two 

Crowns,every ones death two Crowns more at leaf! ; and fome in my time dycd,who 

would leave ten or twelve Crownes for five or fix Maffes to bee fung for their 
ibules. 

Thus are thole fooles taught that by the Preifts finging their fbules are delivered 

from weeping, and from the fire and torments of Purgatory; and thus by finging all the 
yeerdoe thole Fryers charme from the poore Indians and their Sodalities and Saints 
an infinite treafure wherewith they inrich themlelves and their Cloifters; as may bee 

gathered from what I have noted by myowne experience in thofe two Townes of 
Mixco and Pinola, (which were farre inferiour yet to Petapaznd Amatitlan in the 

fame Valley, and not to bee compared in offerings and other Church duties to ma¬ 
ny other Townes about that Country) which yet yeeldedunto mee with the offer¬ 

ings caft into the Cherts which ftoodinthe Churches for the fouls of Purgatory,and 
With what the Indians offered when they came to fpeake unto mee (for they never 

vifitjthc Preift with empty handstand with what other Maffe ftipends did cafually come 

in, the fummeof at leart two thoufand Crownes of Spanifi money, which might 

yeerly mount to five hundred Enghjb pounds. I thought this Benefice might bee a 
fitter place for mee to live in, then in the Cloifter of Guatemala , wearying out my 

braines with points of falle grounded Divinity for to get onely the applaufe of the 
Scholars of the Univerfity, and now and then fome fmall profit; which I thought I 
might looke after as well as the reft ofmy profeflion, nay with more reafon, for that 
i intended to return to England, and I knew I fhould have little help for fo long a 

journey in leaving there my friends, if fo bee that I made notmy mony my beft freind 

to affift mee by Sea and Land. My firft indeavour was to certifie my felfe from the 

Book of Receipts and Accounts in the Cloifter ofGuatemala^hn reckonings my Pre- 

deceffor and others before him had given up to the Cloifter yeerly from Mixco and Pz~ 
nola9 that I might regulate my felfe and my expenfes fo, as to be able to live with cre- 

dit,and to get thanks from the Cloifter by giving more then any before me had given.I 

found that four hundred crowns had been the moft that my old Predecefiour had given 
yeerly in his Accounts • and that before him little more was ufually given from thofe 

two TownsjWhereupon I took occafion once in difeourfe with the Prior of Guatemala 

to aske what hee would willingly expeft from mee yeerly whilft I lived in thofe two 
Towns;to which he replyed that if I upheld for my part the Cloifters uftiall and yeerly 

Revenues, giving what my Predeceffour had given, he would thanke me, andexpeft 
no more from mee, and that the reft that befell mee in thofe Towns, I might fpend it 

In Books, Pi&ures, Chocolattee , Mules, and Servants; to which I made reply,that 
I thought I could live in that Benefice creditably enough,and yet give from it more to the 

Cloifter then ever any other before mee had given, and that I would forfeit my conti¬ 
nuing there if I gave not to the Cloifter every year four hundred and fifty Cro ivns.The 

Prior thanked mee heartily for it, and told mee Khould not want for wine, (wifhing 

mee to fend for it every moneth) nor for clothing, which hee would every yeer once 
beftowupon me. This I thought would fave'a great part of my charges,and that I was 
well provided for as long as I lived in the India's. And here I defire, that England may 

take notice how a Fryer that hath profelfed to be a Mendicant, being beneficed in Ame- 

rica> may live with foure hundred pounds a yeer cleare,and,fome with much more,with 

moft of his doathing given him befidesj and the moft charge of his wine fupplyed, 

with the abundance of Fowles, which coft him nothing, and with fuch plenty of 
Eeef, asyeelds him thirteen pound for three pence? Surely well may hee game, buy 

good Mules, furnifta hischamber with hangings, and rich pi&ures, andCabinetf,yea 
and fill them with Spanijb Piftols, and peeces of eight, and after all trade in the Court 

of Madrid for a Mitre and fat Bilhoprick, which commonly is the end of thofe proud 
worldly and lazy Lubbers. 

After 
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After I was once letled in thefe my two Townes, my firftcare was to provide my 

felfe of a good mule, which might foon and eafily carry mee (as often as occafion cal- 

led) from the one Towne to the other. I foon found out one, which coft mee foure- 
fcore Crownes, which lerved my turn very well, to ride fpeedily the nine miles erode 

the Valley, which were between the two Townes. Though my chief hudy here was 
to perfect my felfe in the Indian tongue, that l might the better preach unto them,and 

be well underftood • yet I omitted not to fearch out the Scriptures daily, and to ad¬ 
dict my felfe unto the Word of God, which I knew would profit mee more then all 

thole riches and pleafures of Eg^*,which for a while I faw I muttenioy,tiIl my ten yeers 
were fully expired,and Licence from Rome or Spain granted for me to return to England, 

which I began fpeedily to follicite by meanes of one Captain IJidrode Zepeda, a Sevill 

Merchant and Matter ofoneofthe Ships, which came that firftyeer that I was fetled 
in Mixco with Merchandize for Guatemala • By this Captain(who paffed often through 

the Valley) t writ unto my friends in Spain and had anfwers, though atfirft to little 
purpole,which did not a little increafe the troubles of my Confidence, which were 
great,and fuch whereof the wife man faid, A wounded Confidence who can bear ? My 

friendfhip with this Captain Zepeda was fuch, that I broke my mind unto him,defiring 
him to carry mee in his Ship to Spain-, which he refufed to doe,telling me the danger he 

might bee in,if complaint fhould be made to the Prefidentof Gnat.tnaluy and wifbingme 
to continue where t was,& to ftore my lelf with mony that I might return with Licence 

and credit.I refolved therefore with David in the 16 P/aLand the S.V.to fetthe Lord al« ' 

wayes before me, and to choole him for my onely comfort, and to relie upon his provi¬ 

dence who I knew only could order things for my good,and could from America bring 
me home to the Houfe of Salvation,and to the houfhold of Faith 5 from which I confi- 

deredmyfel fan exile, andfarrebanifhed. In the mean time I lived five full yeers in 
the two Townes of Mixco znd Pinola. Where I had more occafion to get wealth 
and money, then ever any that lived there before mee ; forthe firft yeer of my abiding 
there it pleafed God to lend one of the plagues of €gipt to that Country, which was 
of Locufts, which I had never leen dll then. They were after the manner of ouc 

Gralhoppers, but lomewhat bigger, which did flye about in number lo thick and in¬ 

finite that they did truly cover the face of the Sun and hinder the fhining forth ©f 
the bearnes of that bright planet. Where they lighted either upon trees or Handing 

Corn, there nothing was expe&ed bncruine,deftruftion and barrennelfe- for the corn 

they devoured, the leaves and fruits of trees they eat and confumed, and hung fo thick 
upon the branches,that with their weight they tore them from the body .The high waies 
were fo covered with them that they ftartled the travelling Mules with their fluttering 

about their head and feet; my eyes were often ftruck with their wings as I rid along, 
and much a doe I had to lee my way, what with a Montero wherewith I wasfaineto 

cover ray face, what with the flight of them which were {fill before my eyes. 

The Farmers towards the South Sea Coaft,cryedoHt for that their Indigo which 

was then in grade, was like to bee eaten up5 from the Ingenio’s of Sugar, the like 
moan w as made,that the young and tender Sugar Canes would bee deftroyed; but a- 

bove all grievous was the outcry of the husbandmen of the Valley where I lived,who 
feared that their Corn would in one night be fwaliowed up by that devouring Legion. 
The care of the Magiftratewas that the Townes of Indians Ihould allgoe out into 

the fields withfiTrumpecs, and what other inftruments they had to make anoife, and 

fo to affright them from thole places which were moftconfiderable and profitable to 

the Common-wealth 5 and ftraBge it was to lee how the loud noife of the Indians and 

founding of the Trumpets, defended fome fields from the feare and danger of them* 

Where they lighted in the Mountaines and High wayes, there they left behind them 

their young ones, which were found creeping upon the ground ready to threaten 
with a fecond yeers plagues if not prevented • wherefore all the Townes were called 

with Spades, Mattocks and Shovels to dig longTrenches and therein to bury all the 

young ones. . , 
Thus with much trouble to the poore Indians, and their great paines (yet after 

much hurt and lolfe in many places)was that flying Peftilence chafed away out of the 

Country to the South Sea, where it was thought to beeconliimed by theOcea.n, and , 

to have found a grave in the waters, whilft the young ones found it in the Land* 

Yet they were not all fo buried, but that Ihortly fome appeared, which not be¬ 

ing 
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ing fo many in number as before were with the former diligence loon overcome. 

But whilft all this fearewas, thefe outcries were made by the Country and 
this diligence performed by the Indians, the Preifts got well by it ; for every 

where Proceflions were made, and Maffes fung for the averting of that Plague. 
In Mix'o moft of the idols werecarryed to the field, efpecially the pi&ures 
of our Lady, and that of St. Nicolas Tolentine, in whole name the Church of 
Ktmc doth ule to bleffe little Breads and Wafers with the Saint (lamped upon them; 

which they think are able to defend them from Agues, Plague, Peftilence, Contagion, 
or any other great and imminent danger. There was (carce any Spanijb Husbandman 

who in this occafion came not from the Valley to the Town of with his offering 
to this Saint, and who made not avow to have a Maffefung unto Saint Nicolas \ they 

all brought breads to bee blefied, and carryed them back to their Farmes, fome calling 

them into their Corn, fome burying them in their hedges and fences, ftrongly tru- 

ftingin Saint Nicolas 0 that his bread would have power to keepe the Loculi out of 
their fields 5 and fo at thelaft thole fimple, ignorant, and blinded fouies, when they 

faw the Locufts departed and their Cornfafe, cried cut to our Lady fome, others to 

SzlmNicolas, M agro, aMiracle, judging the Saint worthy of praife more then God, 

and performing to him their vows of Mafles, which in their feare and trouble they 

had vowed, by which erroneous and idolatrous devotion of theirs I got that yeerma- 
ny more Crownes then what before I have numbred from the Sodalities. The next 

yeere following, all that country was generally infefted with a kindc of contagious 

lickneffe,almoft as infe&ious as the Plague, which they call Tabardillo, and was a Fea- 
verinthe very inward parts and bowels, which (carce continued to the leventh day, 

but commonly tooke them away from the world to a grave the the third or fifth day. 

The filthy fmell and llench which came from them,which lay lick of this difeale was 
enough to infeft the relief the houle, andall that came to leechem; Itrotted their 
very mouths and tongues, and made them as black as a coal before they died. Very 
few Spaniards were infe&ed with this Contagion j but the Indians generally were ta¬ 

ken with it. It was reported to have begun about Mexico y and to have fpread from 

Town to Town, tillitcameto Guatemala, and went on forwards* and (blikewile did 
the Locufts the yeer before,marchingasit were from Mexico over all the Country. I 

vifited many that died of this infeftion, ufing no other Antidote againft it* faveonely 

a handkercheif dipped in Vineger to Irnell unto, and I thanke God Ielcaped where 

many dyed. In Mixco, I buried ninety young and old,and in Pinola above an hundred • 

and for all thele that were eight yeere old, or upwards,! received two Crownes fora 
Malfe for their Ibules delivery out of Purgatory. See good Reader, whether the con¬ 

ceit of Purgatory have not been a maine policy of Rome to enrich the Preift and Clergy* 
with Made ftipends from fuch as die,making them beleeve that nothing elfe can helpe 

their fouies if once plunged into that conceited fire; Where thou maift fee thatonecon- 
tagious fickneffe in two fmall Townes of Indians brought untome inleffe then half a 

yeer neere a hundred pounds for Maffes,for almofl two hundred that died. Nay fuch 
Is the greedy covetoufnefle ofthofe Preifts, that they will receive three or four Made 

ftipends for one day, making the people beleevethat the lame Malle may bee offered up 

for many, and doe one foule as much good as another. Thus with the Plagueof Lo¬ 

cufts, and the contagion of fickneffe,for the firft two yeers together had I an occafion 
to enrich my felf, as did other Preifts my neighbours. But think not that becaufe fo 
many died, therefore the Towns growing lefle my offerings for the future were lellen ■ 
cd. The Encomendero’s or Lords of the two Towns took care for that, who, that 

they might not lole any part of that Tribute which was formerly paid unto them, 
prefently after thefickneffe wasceafed, caufed them to bee numbred, and( as I haveiu 

the Chapter before obferved) forced to marriage all that were twelve yeers and up¬ 

wards of age; which alio was a new ftreame of Crownes Bowing into my bagges^for 
from every couple that were married I had alfo two Crownes befides other offerings, 

and in both the Towns, I married in chat occafion above fourefcore Couple* Truly 
by all this,I thank the Lord, I was more ftrengthened in my conceit againft the Church 

of jjorae, and not with that greedineftc of that Lucre intiled to continue in it, though 
I found the preferments theie farregreater then any might bee in the Church of Err- 

gland, w here I knew nothing was to bee got with linging, or hudling over a Malle; 
Buf vet though for the prefent my profit wasgrear, my eyes were open to lee the er- 

rour.s whereby thatprofic camefo plentifully to mee, and to allthac crew of Idola- 
?; trous 
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trous Preiftsi The judgments ceafed not here in that Country in my time; but after 

this contagion there was fuch an Inundation of rain that the hu bandmen feared again 
the Ioffe of all their Corn, At noonetime the darke clouds for a month together be¬ 

gan to thicken and cover the face of the heavens, powrirsgdown fuch ftormy fhowres 
asfwept away much Corn, and many poore Cottages of Indians-, befides theraine, 

the fiery thunder bolts breaking through the clouds chreatned a dolefull judgement 

to all the Country. In the Valley of Mixco two riding together were ftricken dead 
from their Mules, theChappelof our Lady of Carmel in the feme valley was burnt 

totheground, and likewife twohoufes at the river of Vacaf. In Petapaanother tlafh 

of lightning , or thunderbolt fell into the Church upon the high Altar,crack ing the 

walls in many places, running from Altar to Altar, defacingall thegold, and lea¬ 
ving a print and ftamp where it had gone without any more hurt. In the Gloifter of 

the Francifcans in Guatemala, a Frier deeping upon his bed after dinner, was ftricken 

dead,his body being left all blacke as if it had been burnt with fire, and yet no figne 

of any wound about him. Many accidents happened that yeer which was 1632. all 
about the Countrey. Butmyfelfe was by the fete protection of the Almighty won¬ 

derfully faved ; for being on a Saturday at night in Mixta trembling and tearing,and 
yet tiufting in my God, and praying unto him in my chamber, one fiafh of light¬ 

ning or thunderbolt fell dole to the Church wall to which my chamber joyned, and 
killed two Calves, which were tied to a poif in a yard, to be flaughtered the next mor¬ 
ning. The lightning was fb neer and terriblethat it feemed to have fired all my houfe, 
and ftrucke me downe unto the ground, where I lay as dead for a great while;when I 

came again to my felf,I heard many Indians about my houfe,who were come to fee if 

either it or the Church were fee on fire. This ftormy feafon brought me alfo much 
profit, for Q as formerly ) the Spaniards of the valley and the Indians betcoke them- 

felves to their Idol Saints carrying them about in procelfion, which was not done 
without mony, which they call their almea unto their Saints, that they may the bet¬ 

ter be heard and intreated by them. 
The fumrrter following there was more then the ordinary earthquakes, which 

were fo great that yeer in the Kingdome of that * whole City called Truxillu 
was fwailowed up by the earth which opened it felte, andalmoft all the people were 
loft, whilft they wereat Church worlhiping and praying unto their Saints. Thehurt 

they did about Guatemala was not fo much as in other places * only fome few mud 
walls were (haken downe, and fome Churches cracked; which made the people fear 

and betake themfelves again to their Saints, and empty their purfes before them for 
Maflesand proceftions, left the danger Ihould prove as great, as was that of the great 

earthquake which happened before my coming into that Country. Thefe earthquakes 
when they begin are more often, then long, for they laft but for a while, ftirring the 

earth with three motions , firft on the one fide, then on the other, and ivith the third 
motion they feem to fet it right againe. If they (hoiild continue, they would doubt- 

lelfe hurle downe to the ground any fteeple or building though never Co great, and 
ftrong. Yet at this time in Mixco fome were fo violent, that they made the fteeple 
bend fo much that they made the bells found.I was foufed unto them that many times 

in my bed I would not ftir for them. Yet this yeer they brought me to fuch a feare, 
that had not the Lord been a prefent refuge to me in time of trouble I had utterly been 

undone. For being one morning in my chamber ftudying, fb great and fuddain was 
an earthquake, that it made me run from my table to a window, fearing that before I 

could get down the ftaires, the whole houfe might fall upon my head, the window 
was in a thicke wall vaulted upwards like an arch ( which the Spaniards hold to be the 

fafeft place if a houfe fhouid fall ) where I expefted nothing butdeath* as foon as I 
gotunderit, the earthquake ceafed, though my heart ceafed not to quake with the 

fuddain affrightment. Whilftl was muling and thinking what to doe, whether I 
fhouid run downe to the yard, orcontinue wherel was, therecamea fecond {baking 

worfethen thefirft. I thought with my felfeif the houfe fhouid fall, the Arch would 

not fa ve my life, and that I (bould either be ftifled or throwne onto! the window, 
which was not very low and neer unto the ground, butfomewhat high wide open^ 
having no glade cafementtsbut woodden ftiuts,f fuch as there are ufed)and if 1 leaped 

out of the window, I might chance to breake a leg, oralimbe, yet feve my life. The 

fuddainnede of the aftonilhmerat tooke from me thebeft and moft mature deliberation 
in 
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in fuch a cafe5and in the midft of thefe my troubled and perplexed thoughts a third mo¬ 
tion came as violent as the former, wherewith I had now let one foot in the window to 
leap down,had not the fameLord(to whom "David faid in the 46 Pf. v.2. Therefore will 
not weefeare , though the earth bee moved) by his wonderfull providence fpoken 
both to mee and to the moving earth, faying as in the 10. Verfe, Beeftill and know 
that am I God 5 forcertainly had it gone on to a fourth motion,I had by calling down 
my felf broke either my neck, or a legge,or fome other joynt. Thus was I twice faved 
by ray good God in Mixco9 and in Pinola I was once no lefts in danger in lofing a leg 
by means ofafmaller inftrument then is a flea. 

ThisTowneof Pinola in the Indian language is called Panac- Pan, flgnifieth in, or 
amongft, Cac , fignifieth three thinges; for it flgnifieth the fire, or a fruit other- 
wife called guiava ; or thirdly, a fmall vermine, commonly called by the Spaniards, 

Nigna . which is common overall the India* j, but more in fome places then in others. 
Where there are many hogs, there is ufually much of this fort of vermine. The Spa¬ 
niards report that many of the Souldiers of Sir Francis Drake died of them, when 
they landed about Nombre deDios, and marched up the high Mountaines of St. Pablo 

towards Panama^ who feeling their feet to itch, and not knowing the caufe thereof^ 
fcratched them fo much, till they feftred, and atlaft, (if this report be truejcoft them 
their lives. Some fay, they breed in all places, high and low, upon Tables,Beds,and 
upon the ground; but experience fheweth the contrary, that they onely breed upon 
the ground, for where thehoufesare fluttifli, and not often fwept, there commonly 
they are moft felt; and in that they ufually get into the Feet and Shooes, and feldome 
into the hands or any other part of the body, argues that they breed upon the ground. 
They are leffe then the lead Flea, and can fcarce bee perceived, and when they enter in¬ 
to the Foot,they make it burn and itch ; and if then they bee looked to, they appeare 
black,and no bigger then the point of a pin, and with a pin may eafily bee taken out 
whole; but if part of them bee left, the fmalleft parti will doe as much harm 
as the whole, and will get into the flefh. When once they are got in, they breed a 
little bagge in the flefh,and in it a great many Nits, which increafe bigger and bigger to 
the bigneffe of a great Pea • then they begin again to make the Foot itch, which if it be 
fcratched, falleth to fettering,and fo indangereth the whole Foot. Some hold it beft 
to take them out when they caufe the firft itching and are getting in; but this i s hard 
to doe, becaufe they can hardly then bee perceived , and they are apt to bee broken. 
Therefore others commonly let them alonejUntill they bee got into the flefb, and have 
bred a bag with nits, whichlikeablifterlhewethit felf through the skinne, and then 
with the point of a pin, they dig round about the bag, till they can with the pins point 
take it out whole,if it bee broken,it comesto breed againej if it bee taken out whole, 
then they put in a little Eare wax, orafhes where the bag lay, and with that the hole is 
healed up againe in a day or two. The way to avoid this vermines entering into the 
foot,is to lay both fhoos and (lockings,or whatfoever other clothing upon fome ftool or 
chair high from the ground,and not to go bare-foot;which yet is wonderfull in the In¬ 

dians themfelves, that though they cmmonly doe goe barefoot, yet they are feldome 
troubled with them , which is attributed to the hardneffeof their skin; for certainly 
were they as tender footed and skinned as are thofe that wear both fhoos and ftockihs, 
they would be as much troubled with them as thefe are .Pancac or Pinolajs much fubje& 
to this Vermin,or Nigua, and I found it by wofull experience, for at my firft comming 
thither not knowing well the quality of it,I let one breed folong in my foot, and conti¬ 
nued fcratchingit,untill my footcame to be(ofeftered,that I was fain tolietwo whole 
months in a Chirurgions hand, and at laft through Gods great mercy and goodneffe to 
me I loti not a Limbe.But that the Providence of God may be known to me the worft of 
all his Creatures, living in fo farre a Country from all my friends, and from me may be 
related unto future Generations, before I conclude this Chapter, I fhall further (hew 
both my dangers and deliverances. Though true it is, moft of the Indians are but for¬ 
mally Chriftians, and onely outwardly appear fuch, butfecretly are given to witchcraft 
and idolatry, yet as they were under my charge, I thought by preaching Chrift unto 
them, and by cheriihing them, and defending them from the cruelty of the Spaniards ,1 
might better workeupon them to bring them to more knowledge of fome truths, at 
lead concerning God and Chrift. Thereforeas I found them truely loving, kind and 
boantifull unto mee,‘ fo I indeavoured in all occafions to fUw them love by coramife- 

rating 
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rating their fuffierings,and taking their part againftany Spaniard that wronged them,and 
keeping coniUntly in my Chamber filch drugs(ashoc Waters, Annifeed and wine and 
thelike) which 5 knew might molt pleafe them, when they came to fee mce, andmoft 
comfort them, when they were fick or grieved. This my love and pity towards them 
had almott in Pinola colt mee my life • For an Indian of that Town fervinga Spaniard 

named Francijco de Montenegro (who lived a mile and a half from thence) was once fo 
pittifully beaten and wounded by his Mailer, for that hee told him hee would com¬ 
plain to mee that hee payed him not his wages,that he was brought home to the Town, 
and had 1 not out of my charity called tor a Chirurgion from Petapa to cure him, he 
had certainly dyed. I could not but complain for the poor Indian unto the Prefident 
of Guatemala, uhorcfpefting my complaint, fentfor my Spaniard to the City, im- 
prilonedhim, and kept him clofe untill the Indian was recovered, and (o with a Fine 
lent him back againe In a Sermon further I preflld this home unto the neighbouring 
Spaniards,warning them of the wrongs & abufes which they offered unto the poor In¬ 
dians, which I told them I would put up no more then any injury done unto my felf,for 
that I looked upon them as Neophytes and new plants of Chriftianity,who were not 
to be difcouragcdjbut by all means of love incouraged to come to Chrift ^withall I com¬ 
manded all the Indians that had any wrong done unto them, to come unto mee , aD 
Turing them that I would make fuch a complaint for them as fhould bee heard,as they 
might perceive I had lately done to fome purpofe. This Sermon ftuck fo in Montenegro 

hisftomack, that (as I was informed) hee made an Oath, that hee would procure my 
death. Though it was told mee; yet I could hardly beleeve it, judging it to be more 
a bravery and a vainc boafting ofa Spaniard,then anything elfe; Yet by the auvice of 
Tome friends I wascounfelled to looketo my felfe, which yet I flighted , untill one 
day the boyes and Indians that Terved in my houfecarne running to my chamber door, 
wilhing mee to look to my felfe, and not to come out, for that Montenegro was come 
Into my Yard with a naked fword to kill mee. I charged them from Within to call 
the Officers of the Towne tp aid and affift mee; but in the mean while my furious 
Spaniard perceiving hinafelfc difcovered left the Town. With this I thought of lecu- 
ring of my felt better, and called for a Blackmore MiguelVaha a very flout and lufty 
fellow who livedfromniee haifeamile, to bee about mee untill I could difcover more 
of Montmegroes defignes and malicious intents. The next Sabbath Day in the morn- 
ing being to ride to the Town of Mixeo, I parried my Blackmore, and half a dozen 
of Indians in my company, and going through a little wood in the mid A of the Val¬ 
ley, there I found my enemy waiting for mee, who feeing the train I brought, durft 
doe nothing, but gave m?c fpightfull languages, telling mee hee hoped that hee ihould 
finde mee alone fome time or other. With this I thought fit to delay no longer my fe- 
cond complaint to the Prefident againft him, who as before heard mee willingly, and 
after a moneths iaiprifonmentbanilhed Montenegro thirty leagues from the Valley.And 
not onely from Spaniards was I in danger for the Indians fakewhilftl lived in thole 
Townes* but alfo from fome Indians themfelves, (who were falfe in Religion) I did 
undergoe great perils, and yet was ftill delivered. 

In Pincla there were fome, who were much given to witchcraft, and by the power of 
the Devill did aft ftrange things. Amongft the reft there Was one old woman named 
Martha de Carrillo, who had been by fome of the Town formerly accufed for bewitching 
manyjbut the Spanifh Juftices quitted her,finding no fare evidence againft her} with this 
fhe grew worfe and worfe,and did much harm.When I was there,two or threedycd,wi- 
theringaway,declaring at their death that this Carrillo had killed them,& that they faw 
her often about their beds,threatning them with a frowning and angry look.The Indi¬ 
ans for feare of her durft not complain againft her,nor meddle with fler; whereupon f 
Tent word unto Von Juan deGuzntan the Lord of thatTown,that if hee tookenot order 
with her3fhc would deftroy his Town.He hearing of it, got for mee a Commiffion from 
the Biftiop and another officer of the Inquifition to make diligent & private inquiry after 
her life and aftionsjwhich I did,and found among the Indians many and grievous com* 
plaint»againft her,moft of the town affirming that certainly fhe was a notorious witch, 
and that before her former accusation ffiee was wont whither fbever ffiee went about 
the Town to goc with a Duck following her, which when ffiee came to the Churchi 
would flay at the doore till ffiee came out again,and then would return home with her, 
which Duck they imagined was her beloved Devill* and familiar Spirit, for that they. 

had 
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had often (et dogs at her and they would BOt meddle with her , but rather run away 
from her. This Duck never appeared more with her,fince the was formerly accufed be¬ 
fore the Juftice,which was thought to be her policy,that (he might be no more fufpe&cd 
thereby. This old woman was a widow,and of thepooreftof the Town in outward 
(bew,and yet (he alwaies had (lore of mony,which none could tel which way (he might 
come by it.Whilft I was thus taking privy information againfther(it being the timeof 
Lent9 when all the Town came to Confeflion)(he among the reft came to the Church 
to confeffe her fins, and brought me the beft prefent and offering of all the Towne,for 
whereas a Riall is common (he brought me four, and befides a Turkey, egs, fifh, and 
a little bottle of hony. She thought thereby to get with me a better opinion then I 
had of her from the whole Towne; I accepted of her great offering, and heard her 
Confcflion, which was of nothing but trines, which could fcarce be judged finfull 
attions. I examined her very clofe of what was the common judgement of all the 
Indians, and efpecially of tbofe who dying had declared to my felfe at their death that 
(he had bewitched them, and before their fickneffe had threatned them, and in their 
ficknes appeared thrcatning them with death about their beds,none but they themfelves 
feeing her.To which (he replyed weeping, that(he was wronged ; I asked her,how (he 
being a poore widow without any Tons to hclpe her, without any meanes of lively- 
hood had (o much mony, as to give me more then the richeft of the Town, flow (he 
came by that fi(h, Turkey, and hony, having none of this of her owne about her 
hou(e? to which (he replyed, that God loved her and gave her all thefe things, and 
that with her mony (he had bought the reft. I asked her of whom ? (he anfwered that 
out of the Towne (he had them. I perfwaded her much to repentance, and to for- 
fake the Devill and all fellowlhip with him* but her words and anfwers were of a 
Saintly and holy woman; and (heearneftly defired me to give her the Communion 
with the reft that were to receive the next day. Which I told her I durft not doe, ufing 
Chrifts words,Give dot thechildrens bread unto dogs,nor caft your pearls unto Twine* 
and that it would be a great fcandall to give the Communion unto her, who was fu- 
fpefted generally ?and had been accufed for a witch.This (he took very ill telling me that 
(he had many yeers received the Communion, and now in her old age it grieved her 
to bedeprived of it • her teares were many, yet I could not be moved with them,but 
refolutely denied her the Communion, and fo difmiffed her. Ac noone when 1 had 
done my worke in the Church, 1 bad my fervants goe to gather up the offerings, and 
gave order to have the fifb drelfed for my dinner which (he had brought; but no foo- 
ner was it carried into the Kitchin,when the Cook looking on it found it full of mag¬ 
gots, and (linking, (o that I was forced to hurle it away. With that I began to fuf- 
pe£my old witch, and went to looke on her hony, and powring it out into a dilb, I 
found it full of wormes, her egs I could not know from others, there being neer a 
hundred offered that day; but after as I ufed them, we found fome rotten, fiome with 
dead chickens within; the next morning the Turkey was found dead; as for her four 
Rials,I could not perceive whether (he had bewitched them out of my pocket,for that I 
had put them with many other,which that day had been given me,yetas far asl^could, 
I called to memory who and what had been given me, and in my judgement and recko¬ 
ning I verily thought that I miffed four Rials. At night when my fervants the Indians 

were gone to bed, I fate up late in my chamber betaking my felfe to my bookes and 
(ludy, fori was the next morning to make an exhortation to thole that received the 
Communion. After I had ftudyed a while, it being between ten and eleven of the 
clock, on a (iiddain thechiefdoor in the hall (wherein a lower roome was my chan:* 
ber, and te (ervants, and three other doores ) flew open , and I heard one come in, 
and for a while walke about; then was another doore opened which went into a lit¬ 
tle room,where my faddles weielaidi* with this I.thoughtitmightbc the Black-more 
Miguel Valva, who would often come late to my heufe to lodge there, efpecially fince 
my fear of Montenegro^and I conje&ilred that he was layingup his faddle ,1 called un¬ 
to him by hisnametwo or three times from within my chamber, but no anlwer was 
madejbutfuddainly another door that went out to a garden flew alfo open,wherewith 
I began withinto feare, my joynts trembled, my haire ftood up, I would have called 
out to the fervants, andmy voice was.as it were flopped with the fudden afFrigbt- 
ment, I began to thinke of the witch, and put my truft in God againfther, and ne- 
couraged my (elfe and voice calling out to the fervants, and knocking with a cane at 
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nJTdooiewittothat they might heare me, for I durft not open it and goe out.With 
the noife which l made the fervants awaked and came out to my chamber doore; then 
I opened it, and asked them if they had not heard Tome body in the hall, and all thq 
doores opened. They faid they were afleep, and heard nothing, onely one boy faid 
he heard all, and related untome the fame that I had heard. I tookemy candle then 
in my hand’and wentout into the hall with them to view thedoors, and I found them 
all (hut, as the fervants faid they had left them.Then I perceived that the witch would 
have affrighted me, but had no power to doe me any harme 5 I made two of the fer¬ 
vants lie in my chamber, and went to bed. In the morning early Ifent for my Fifeal 
the Clerk of the Church , and told him what had happened that night- he fmiled 
upon me and told me it was the widow Carillo,who had often played fuch tricks in the 
Town with thofe that had offended her, and therefore he had the night before come 
unto me from her defiring me to give her the Communion, left fhe fhould doe me fome 
hurt which I denied unto him,as I had done to her felfe.The Clerk bad me be of good 
cheere,for he knew (he had no power over me to do me any hurt. After the Communi¬ 
on that day fome of the chief Indians came unto me,and told me that old GariBo had 
boafted that fhe would play me fome trick or other, becaufe I would not give her the 
Communion. But I to rid theTowneof fuch alimbeof Satan, fent her to Guate¬ 

mala with all the evidences and witnefTes which I had found againft her unto the 
Prefident and Bifhop, who commanded her to be put in prifon,where fhe died within 

twomoneths. . 
Many more Indians there were in that Town,who were laid in my time to doe very 

ftrange things. One called John Gonzalez was reported to change diimfelfe into the 
lhape of a Lion, and in that lhape was one day (hot in the nofe by a poore harmelefle 
Spaniard who chiefly got his living by going about the woods and mountaines, and 
(hooting at wild Deer and other beads to make mony of them. He efpied one day a 
Lion and having no other ay me at him but his fnout behind a tree, helhot athira; 

the Lion run away i the fame day this Gonzalez was taken lick, I was (ent for to 
hear his Confeflion, Ifawhis face and nofe all bruifed, and asked him how it came, 
he told me then that he had fallen from a tree and almoft killed himfelf* yet afterwards 
he accufed the poore Spaniard for (hooting at him • thebufmeflewas examined by a 
Spanifh Tuftice, my evidence was taken for what Gonzalez told me of his fall from a 
tree, the Spaniard was put to his oath, who fware that he (hot at a Lion in a thicke 
wood, where an Indian could fcarce be thought to have any bufineffe , the tree was 
found^out in the wood, whereat the (hot had been made and wasftiil marked with the 
(hot and bullet.which Gonzalez confeffed was to be the place.and was examined how he 
neither fell nor was feen by the Spaniard, when he came to (eeke for the Lion think- 
|n<7 he had killed ; to which heanfweredthathe ran away left the Spaniard (hould 
killiiim indeed. But his anfwers Teeming frivolous, the Spaniards integrity'being 
known, and the great fufpicion that was in the Town oIGonzalez his dealing with the 
Devill, cleared the Spaniard from what was laid againft him. 

But this was nothing to what after happened to one John Gomezyhe chiefeft Indian 

of thatTowne of neerTourfcoreyeers of age, the Head and Ruler of the principalleft 
Tribe among the Indians, whofe advife andcounfell was taken and preferred before all 
the reft, whofeemed to be a very godly Indian, and very feldome mifled morning and 
evening prayers in the Church,and had beftowed great riches there. This Indian very 
fuddainly was taken fick (T being then in my other Town of Mixed) the Mayordcmos, 
or ftewards of the Sodality of the Virgin (earing that he might die without Confefli¬ 
on and they be chid for their negligence,at midnight called me up at Mixco3deGring me 
to goe prefently and helpe John Gomez to die, whom alfo they faid defired much to fee 
me and to receive fome comfort from me. I judging it a work of charity, although 
the time of the night wereunfeafonable, and the great rain at the prefent might have 
(topped my charity,yet I would not be hindred by either of thetn,and fo fet forth to 
ride nine miles both in the dark and wet. When I came to Pinola being tborow wet to 
the skin,I went immediately to the houfe of old flek Gomez, who lay with his face all 
muffled up,thanked me for my pains and care I had for his foul5 he deflred to confeflf, 
and by his confeflion and weeping evidenced nothing but a godly life , and a willing 
defire to die and to be with Chrift.I comforted him and prepared him for death, and 
before I departed,asked him how he felt himfelfe5heanfweredchat bisfickneflewas no- 

CL thing 
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nothing but old age, and weaknefle. With this I went to my houfe, changed my felf 
and lay downe a while to reft, when fuddainly I was called up again to give Gomez the 
extream un&ion, which the Indians ( as they have been’ignorantly taught) will not 
omit to receive before they die. As I anointed him in his nofe, his lips, his eyes, his 
hands and his feet, I perceived that he was fwelled3and black and blew; but made no¬ 
thing of it, judging it to proceed from the ficknefle of his body; I went again home 
being now breakeof the day , when after I had taken afmall nap, fome Indians come 
tomydoore for to buy candles to offer up for JohnGomez his foule , whom they 
told me was departed, and was that day to be buried very folemnly at Mafte. I arole 
with droulie eyes after fo unquiet a nights reft; and walked to the Church , where 1 
faw the grave was preparing. I met with two or three Spaniards who lived neer the 
Towne and were come to Mafle that morning, who went in with me to my chamber, 
and with them I fell intodifeourfe about John Gomez, telling them what comfort l 

had received at his death, whem 1 judged to have lived very holily, and doubted not 
of hisfalvation, and that the Towne would much want him, for thathee was their 
chief guide, and leader, ruling them with good advife and countell. At this the 
Spaniards fmiled one at another, and told me 1 was much deceived by all the Indians, 
but efpecially by the deceafed Gomez, if I judged him to have been a Saint, and holy 
man. I told them that they as enemies to the poore Indians judged ftill uncharitably 
of them ; but that I who knew very well their confidences,could judge better of theni 
then they.5 One then replycd, that it feemed I little knew the truth of JohnGomezhis 

death by the Confeffion which he had made unto me,and that I feemed to be ignorant 
of the ftir which was in the 1 owne concerning his death.This feemed fo ftrange unto 
me, that I defired them to informe me of the truth. Then they told me that the re¬ 
port went,rhat John Gomez was the chiet wizard of all the wizards and witches in the 
Town, and that commonly he was wont to be changed into tbefhapeof a Lion, and 
fo to walke about the mountains. T hat he was ever a deadly enemie to one Sebafiian 
Lopez an ancient Indian, and head of anotherTribe; and that both of them two 
dates before had met in the mountaine, Gomez in the ffiaj.e of a Lion, and Lopez in 
thefhape of aTigrr, and that they fought moft cruelly, till Gcmez(who was the ol¬ 
der, and Weaker) was tired, much bit and bruifed; and died ofit. And furtherthat 
I might be allured of this truth, they told me that Lopez was in prifon for it, and the 
two Tribes driving about it;and that the Tribe and kindred of Gomez demanded from 
Lopez aijd his Tribe and kindred fatisfattion,and a great fum ofmony,or els did threa¬ 
ten to make the cafe known unto the Spanijb power and authority,which yet they were 
unwilling to doe if they could agree and fmother it up among themfelves, that they 
might not bring an afperfion upon their whole Towne. This feemed very ftrange un¬ 
to me,and I could not refolve what to beleeve, and thought I would never more be- 
keve an Indian, if I found John Gomez to have fo much diflernbled and deceived me. 
I tooke my leave of the Spaniards and went my felfe to the prifon, where I found Lo¬ 
pes with fetters. 1 called one of the officers of the Towne, w! o was Alguazil Maior, 
and my great friend , untomy houfe, and privately examined him why Lopezw as 
kept fo clofe pi ifoner; he was loth to tell me fearing the reft of the Indians, and ho¬ 
ping the bufinefie would be taken and agreed by the two Tribes, and not noifed about 
the Country which at that very inftart the two Alcaldes and Regidores, Maiors and 
Jurate?, with tbechiefe of both Tribes were fitting about in the Towne-houfe all 
that morning. But I feeing tire officer fo timorous,was more defirous to know lorne- 
thing, and prtffed more upon him for thetruth.givitig him an inkling of what I had 
heard from the Spaniards before. To which he anfwered that if they could agree a- 
mongft themfelves, they feared no ill report from the Spaniards againft their Towne.I 
told him 1 muft know what they were agreeing upon amongft themfelves fo clofely in 
the Towne-houfe. He told me, if I would promife him to fay nothing of him(for 
he feared the whole Towne if they ffiould know he had revealed any thing unto mee) 
he would tel me the truth. With this I comforted him,and gave him a cup of wine,and 
encouraged him,warranting him that no harm fhould come unto him for what he told 
me. Then he related the bufineffe unto me as the Spaniards had done, and told me that 
he thought the Tribes amongft themfelves would not agree, for that fome of Gomez 

his friends hated Lopez and all ffich as were fo familiar with the Devil], and cared not 
if Gomez bis diffembling life were laid open to the world ; but others he Laid, who 

J were 
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were as bad as Lopez and Gomez, would have it kept clofe, left they and all the wit¬ 
ches and Wizardsoftbe Townlhould bee dilcovcred. This ftriick mee to the vety 
heart, to think that I {hould live among filch people, whom I faw were (pending all 
they could get by their worke and labour upon the Church,Saints and in offerings, and 
vet were fo privy to thecounfels of Satan; it grieved mee that the Word I preached 
unto them, did no more good, and I refolved from that time forward tofpendmoft 
of my indeavours againft Satans fubtility,and to (hew them more then I had done, the 
areat danger of their foules who had made any compaft with the DeviU, that I might 
make them abandon and abjure hit workes, and clofe with Chrift by FaitH. I dif- 
miffedthe Indian, and went to the Church, to fee if the people were come toMaffe* 
I found there no body but onely two who were making Gomez his Grave. I went 
back to my Chamber, troubled much within myfelf, whether I (hould allow him a 

^ • I I 1 • 1 1 1 • J Z'.  !  _ d 1 m a it I 1-k a n • r/x ■» yi % a s-w \r a r.kiftnn Rnriall. who had lived and died fo wickedly, as I had been informed. Yet 

Tuftice, whodetired mee to forbearethat day the burying of John Gomez, for that 
they had refolved to call a CrowneOfficer to view his Corps and examine his death, 
left they all (hould bee troubled for him, and hee againe unburied. 1 made as if I 
knew nothing,but inquired of them the reafon; then they belated all unto me,and told 
me how there were witneffes in the Town whofaw a Lyon arid a Tyger fighting,artd 
prefently loft the fight of the beafts, and faw John Gomez,a.rid Sebajitan Lepez, much 
about the fame place parting one from anothcr^and that immediately John Gomez came 
Home brUifed to Bis bed, from whence he never rife more,and that he declaredupon his 
death-bead unto feme of his friends that Sebafiian Lopez had killed him; whereupon 
they had him in fafe cuftody.Further they told me that though they had never known 
fo much wickedneffe of thefetwo chief heads of their Towne whom they had much 
refpefted and followed,yet now upon this occafiori, from the one Tribe and the ether 
they were certainly informed that both of them did conftantly deale with the Devill, 
which would bee a great afperfion upon their Town, but they for their parts abjured 
all fuch wicked wayes,and prayed me not to conceive the worfe of ill fora lew, whom 
they were refolved to perfccute, and fuffer not to live amongft diem. I told them I 
much liked their good zeal, and incouraged them as good Chriftianstoindcavourthe 
rooting out of Satan from their Towne, and they did very well in giving notice to 
Guatemala, to the Spahijk powerpf this accident, and that if they had Concealed it, 
they might all have been punifhed as guilty of G&ez his death, and Agents with Satan, 
and his inftruments. I affured them I had no ill conceipt of them,but rather judged well 
of them for what they were agreed to doe. The Crowne Officer was lent for who 
came that night and fearched Gomez his body \ I was prefent with him, and found it 
all bruffed, fcratched, and in many places bitten and fore wounded. Many eviden¬ 
ces andfufpitions werebrought in againft Lopez by the Indians of the Town, efpeci- 
all by Gomez his fiends, whereupon hee ^aS carry ed away to Guatemala, and there 
againe wastryedby the fame witneffes, and riot much denying the fact hirofelt, was 
there hanged. And Gomez, though his grave was opened in the Church, hee was not 
buried in it,but in another made ready for hi min a Ditch. 

In Mixco I found alfo fo me Indians no leffe diffemblers then was this Gomez, and 
thofe of the chiefeft and richeft of the Town,who were foure Brothers called FuenUs, 

and half a fcore more. Thefe were outwardly very fairc tongued, liberal!, and free 
handed to the Church, much devoted to the Saints* great fcafters upon their dayi 
anrlwrin Cm*t areat Idolaters. But it pleafed God to make mee his inftrument, to 
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much ado,promifing to follow their ways,and their God,got out ot them the place and 
Mountain where they might find him.T hough this in drunkennes were agreed upon,yet 
in fobernes the goodChriftians thought better of what they had agreed upon, flighted 
what before in drinking they heard, and yet it was not kept by them focJofr,but that it 
catne to the ears of a Spaniard in the Vally • who finding himfelf touched in Confluence, 
came to Mixco to me,and told me what he had heard,that fome Indians of that town foF 
lowed an Idol^and boatted that he had preached unto them againft my Do&rine,and for 
the ways of the former Heathens.! thanked God for that he waspleafedto undermine 
the fecret works of Satan dai!y;and dehred the Spaniard to tell me by whom heecame to 
know of this.Hetold me the Indians name from whom he had it, and that he was afraid 
to difeover the Indians, and to tell mee of it. I fent for the Indian before thzSpaniard^ 

who confefled unto mee that hechad heard of fuch a thing* but knew that if hee did 
difeoverthe Indians, they with the power of the Devil 1 would doc him much harm; 
I told him, if hee were a true Chiiftian, hee ought to fight againft the Devill, and not 
to feare him,who could do him no harm if God were with him,and heclofed by Faith 
with Chrift, and thatthedifeovery of thatIdoll might bee a meanesfor theconvert- 
ingof the Idolaters, when they fhould fee the fmall power of their falfeGod againlt the 
true God of theGhriftians. Further I told him plainly, that if hee did not tell mee 
who the Indians were, and where their Idol was,that I would have him to Guatemala^ 

and there make him difeover what hee knew. Here the Indian began to tremble, and 
told mee the F uentes had boalled of fuch an Idol,whom they called their God, and gave 
fome Cgnesofa Fountaine andofa Pine Tree at the mouth of a Cave in fuch a Moun- 
taine- I asked him, if hee knew the place, or what kind of Idol it was* heetold mec, 
that hee had often been in that Mountaine, where hee had feen two or three fprings of 
water, but never was in any Cave. I asked him if he would goe with me, and helpe mee 
to find it out, hee refilled frill fearing the Idolaters,and wifhed mee not to goe, for fear 
if they fhould bee there, they might kill mee rather then bee difeovered. I anfwered 
him that I would carry with mee fuc'n a Guard as fhould bee able to defend mee againft 
them, and my Faith in the true livingGod, would lccure mee againft that falfeGod. I 
rcfolved therefore with the Spaniard to goe to fearch out the cave the next day, and to 
carry with mee three or foure Spaniards and my Black more Migutl Dalva , and that 
Indian. I told him I would not fuffer him to goe home to his houfe that day , for 
feare hee fhould difeover in the Towne my defigneand purpofe, and fo wee might bee 
prevented by the Idolaters, who certainly that night would take away their Idol. The 
Indian ftillrefufed, till 1 threatned him to fend for the Officers of Jufiice, and to fe- 
cure hisperfon; with this hee yeelded, and that hee might have no difecurfe with any 
body in the Town, nor with the Servants of my houfe, I defiredthe Spaniard to take 
him home to his houfe, and to keep him there clofe that day and night, promifing 
to bee with him the next morning. I charged the Spaniard alfo with fecrefie, and fo 
difmifled him with the Indian. That day I rid to Pinola for the Blackmore Mignd 
Valva, and brought him to Mixco with mee, not telling him what my intent was; I 
went alfo to foure neighbouring Spaniards, defiring them to bee in a readinefle the next 
morning to goe a little way with mee for theferviceof God, and to meet mee at fuch 
^ neighbours houfe, and that if they would bring their Fowling peeces, wee might 
chance to find fome fport where wee went, and as for Provifion of Wine and Meat, I 
would provide fufficiently. They promifedtogoewith mee, thinking that although 
I told them, it was for the fcrvice of God, my purpofe onely was to hunt after fome 
Wild Deere in the mountaines. I was glad they conftrued my a&ion that way, and fo 
went home,and provided thatnighta good Gammon of Bacon, and fomeFowles rotted, 
cold, and others boiled, well peppered and falted for the next dayes work.Where I had 
appointed my Indian to be kept, I met with the reft of my company, and from thence 
wee went together to the place of tfe Idolaters worfhipping, which was fome fix miles 
from Mixco towards theTown of St. JohnSacatepeqxes. When wee came into the 
Wood wee prefently met with a deep Barranca, or bottome, where was a running, 
which incouraged us to make there diligent fearch, butnothing could bee found;from 
thence wee afeended up out of the Barranca, and found after much time fpent a fpring 
of water, and looked carefully about it, but could finde no Cave. Thus in vaine wee 
fearched till the Evening, and fearing lettvvee might lofeourway and our felves, if 
the night overtook us/ny friends began to fpeak of returning homewards. But I con- 
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dering that as yet wee had not gone over one half part of the Wood,and to goe home 
and come againe might make us to bee noted, andfpokenof, wee thought it ourbeft 
way to take up car lodging that night in the Wood, and in that bottome which we firft 
fearchcd, where was good water lor todrinke Chocolatte,and warm lying tinderuhe 
trees, and fo in the morning to make our fecond fearch. The Company was very 
willing to yeeld unto it,and the calme night favoured our good intentions. We made 
a fire for our Chocolatte, and Topped exceeding well of ourcold meat,and fpent mod: 
part o» the night in merry difcourle, having a watchfull eye over our Indian^ left hee 
(hould give us the flip, and committing him to the charge of Miguel Valva. In the 
morning wee prayed unto God, befeeching him to guide us that day in the work wee 
went about, and to difcover unto us theCaveof darkeneffe and iniquity, where lay 
hid that inftrument of Satan, thatfo by his difcovery Glory mightbecgiven unto our 
true God, and fhame and punifhment brought upon his enemies. Wee entered a- 
gaine into the thick Wood upalteepy hill, and having throughly fearched all the 
South fide of it, wee went on to the North fide, where wee found another deepe de- 
fcenc, which wee began to walke downe looking on every fide, and not in vain; for 
almoft half a mile from the top wee found fomemarkesof away that had beenufed and 
trodden, which wee followed untill we came to another Ipring of water; we fearched 
narrowly about it,and found lomepeeces of broken earthen difhes and pots, and one 
peece ofa chafing di(h,fuch as th^Indians ufe to burneFrankincenfein,in the Churches 
before their Saints, we verily imagined that thefe were peeces of fome fuch inftruments 
wherewith the idolaters performed their duty unto their Idol, and we were the more 
comforted for that wee knew that earthenware had beene made in Mixco; the pine 
Tree which immediately we dilcovered confirmed our hopes. When wee came unto 
it we made very little more fearch,for neer at hand was the Cave,which was dark with¬ 
in, but light at the mouth, where wee found more Earthen ware, with afhes in them, 
which affured us of fome Frankincenfe that had been burned. Wee knew not how 
farre the Cave might reach within, nor what might bee in it, and therefore with a flint 
wee ftruck fire and lighted a couple of candles and went in; at the entering it was 
broad, and went a little forward, but when wee were in, we found it turn on the left 
hand towards the mountaine,and not farre • for within two rods wee found the Idol 
(landing upon a low ftooll covered with a linnen cloth. The fubftance of it was wood^ 
black (hining like Jet, as if it had been painted or fmoaked, the form was of a mans 
head unto the fhoulders, without either Beard or Muftachoes, his looke was grim 
with a wrinkled forehead,and broad ftartling eyes. We feared not his frowning look, 
but preiently feized upon him; and as wee lifted him up we found under him fome An¬ 
gle Rials, which his Favorites had offered unto him, which made us fearch more di¬ 
ligently the Cave. and it was notamifle, for wee found upon the ground more Angle 
Rials, fome plantines and other fruits, wax candles halfe burned, potsofMaiz, one 
little one of Hony, little dirties wherein Frankincenfe had been burned,whereby I per¬ 
ceived the Idolaters and Chriftians both agreed in their offerings; and had I not been 
informed that they called this Idol their God, I could have blamed them no more then 
the reft of the Townes who worfhip, kneel before and offer fuch offerings unto their 
Saints made of Wood, and fomeno handfomer then was this Idol, which I thought, 
might have beene fome hearts fhape; but being the fhape and form of a man, they 
might have named him by the name of fome Saint,and fo fome way have excufed them- 
felves, which they could not doe, nor would they doe it, in that they pernfted in this 
error, that he was their God,and had fpoken and preached unto thtm,and being after¬ 
wards asked by true, whether it were the pifture of any Saint, fuch as were in A4ixco9 
and other Churches, they anfwered,No, but that hee was above all the Saints in the 

Countrey. 
Wee were very joy full to fee that wee had not fpent our time mvame, wee cut 

down boughes of trees, and filled the Cave with them and flopped the mouth of it up, 
and came away, making the Indian that went with us carry the Idol on his back wrap¬ 
ped up in a cloth, that it might not bee feen or perceived as wee went. I thought it fit 
to delay the time till night, and then to enter into Aiixco^ that the Indian^ mighty fee 
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fomewhatto fay unto them and their Blackmores concerning their Sodalities for I 
would not have them know of the Idoll, till they heard of it and faw it in the Church 
left it ftiould come to the Indians hearing, and fothe Idolaters might abfent them- 
felves. At night I tooke my Indian, and Miguel Dalvawith mee, and went home, and 
(hutting up the Idol in a chell till the next Sabbath, I difmififed the Indian^barging 
him to fay nothing, for hee knew if heedid what harme might come unto him from 
the Idolaters, and I knew few words now would fuffice, for that hee feared himfelfe 
if it ftiould bee known that hee had been with mee, I kept MigudDalva with mee 
who Was defirousto fee the end of the bufinefle,and prepared my left againft the next 
Sabbath to preach upon the 3<v.of the 20. of Exodus, Then fialt have none other Gods be¬ 
fore wee,though it were a Text nothingbelonging to the Gofpel of the day,from whence 
commonly in the Church of Rome, the Texts and fubjeftsof Sermons aeededu&ed; 
but I judged that Text mod feafonable for the prefent occafion. On the Sabbath day 

in the morning, when the Pulpit was made ready by him who had care of the Church 
and Altar?, I caufed ^g#e/ Valva to carry under his Clpak the Ido], and to leave it 
in the Pulpit upon the the ground that it might not bee feene, till fuch time as I 
ftiould thinke fit in my Sermon to produce it, and to watch abcut the Church 
till the Congregation came in, that none might fee it or take it away. Never was there 
a greater refort from abroad to that Church then that day of Spaniards and Black- 
mores, who by the warning I lent unto them expe&ed fome great matter from mee, 
and of the Town very few were abfent, the Fumtes and all the reft that were fufpe&ed 
to be that Idols favorites(littIe thinking that their God was brought from his Cave,and 
now lay hid in the Pulpit to (hamethem) came alfo that day to Church. I com¬ 
manded Miguel DjIvj, to bee himfeif neer the Pulpit at Sermon time, and to warne 
thofe Spaniards that knew the bufineffe, and fome more Blackmores his friends tobee 
aUb neere the Pulpit {hires. 

Thus Mafle being ended, I went up to preach ; when I rehearfed the words of 
my Text,! perceived both Spaniards send Indians began to look one upon another,as not 
being ufed to Sermons out of the OldTellaraent.I went on laying open this command of 
God,for having no other Gods before him,fo that the Doftrine might feem to convince 
all that were there prefent,as well Saint-worfhippers,as indeed that Idols worfhippers,if 
thecaufe ofmy preaching upon that Subject had not diverted their eyes from themfelves 
to behold their own guiltinefs of Idolatry,& to look only upon thofe who worftipped 
a peeccof wood for God,& not,as they did,for a Saint (which yet in my judgment was 
much alike.) After I had fpoken what I thought fit concerning that horrible fin, and 
(hewed that no creature could have the power of God (who was the Creator of all 
things) neither could doegood or harme without the true living GodsCommiffion, 
efpecially inanimate Creatures as flocks,and ftones,who by the hands and workmanftip 
of man might have eyes, and yet were dead Idols, and fee not, might have eares and 
not heare, might have mouths, and notfpeak, might have hands,and not worke, nor 
helpe or defend with them fuch asworfhippedthem,and bowed down unto them. 

Thus having halfe finifhed my Sermon, I bowed my felfedowne in the Pulpit, and 
lifted up the black, grim, and flaring Devill, and placed that Dagon on one fide of the 
Pulpit, with my eyes fixed upon fome of the Euentes and others,who I perceived chan¬ 
ged theircolour, blufhed,and were fore troubled looking one upon another, l de- 
fired the Congregation to behold what a God was worftipped by fome of them , and 
all to take notice of him, if any knew what part of the earth was the Dominion of 
this God, or from whence hee came. I told them that fome had boafted that 
this peece of wood had fpoken, and preached againft what I had taught of Chrifl, 
and that therefore hee was worftipped by them for God, and they hed offered mony 
bony,and of the fruits of the earth unto him, and burnt Frankincenfe before him in a 
fecret and hiddenCave under the earth,ftewing thereby that they were afhamed to own 
him publickly, and that hee lurking in the darkneffe of the earth, fhewed certainly 
that hee belonged to thePrinceof darkneffe. I challenged him there in publicke to 
fpeak for himfeif, or elfe by filence to fbameand confound all his worfhippers. 1 ftew- 
•d them h ow being but wood, hee had been made and fafhioned by the hands of man, 
and therefore was but a dead idol. I fpent a great deal of time arguing with him, and 
defying Satan who bad ufed him as his inftrnment, daring the Devill himfelfe to take 
Mm from that place which I had confined him to if hee could,to ftew what little power 

hee 



AN&& Survey of the Weft-Indies. *7“» 

he or Satan hid againft the power of my faith in Chrift. Alcer much arguingandrea- 
foning according to the (hallow capacity ot the Indians prelent, I told them if that 
their God had power to deliver him from that execution,which I had intended againft 
him ( which was there publikely to have him cut in pieces and bur nt) they fhould not 
beleeve the Gofpcll of Jefus Chrift; but if they law no power at all in him againft 
me the weakeil inftrument of the true living God, then I befeeched them to beconver- 
ted unto that true God who created all things, and to imbracefalvation by .his Son 
the only Mediatour and Saviour Jefus Ghrift, and to renounce and abjure from tha,t 
time all Heat henifh Idolatry of their forefathers * affuringthem for what was paft I 
would intercede for them , and fecure them from what punifhment might be infli&ed 
upon them by the Prefidcntand Bifhop,and if they would come to me, I would fpend 
my beft indeavours for the helping and furthering of them in the way of Chriftia- 

nity. 
And thus concluding without naming any perfon, I went downe out of the pulpit, 

and caufed the Idol to be brought after me, and fending for an axe, and for two or 
three great pans of coales, I commanded him to be hewen in very finall peeces,and to 
be caft in the fire and burned before all the people in the midft ol the Church. The 
Spaniards cried out joyfully Victor Vi$or0 and others repeated, Gloria it noflro Diof^ 

Glory to our God, the Idolaters held their peace and fpake not then a word. But af¬ 
terwards they afted moft fpightfully againft me, and conlpired day and night to get 
me at fome advantage,and to kill me. I writ to the Prefident of Guatemala informing 
him of what l had done 5 and to the Bi(hop( asanlnquifitor to whom fuch cafes 
of idolatry did belong ) to be informed from him of wnat courle I fhould take with 
the Indians who were but in p.irt yet difcovered untome, andthofeonely by the rela¬ 
tion of one Indian. From both I received great thanks for my paines in fearching the 
mountaine,and finding out the Idol, and for my zeal in burning of it. And sis touch¬ 
ing the Indian Idolaters their counfell unto me was, that l fhould further enquire af¬ 
ter the reft and difeover as many as I could i and indeavour to convert them to the 
knowledge of the true God by faire and fweetmeanes, fhewing pity unto them for 
their great blindnefie, and promifing them upon their repentance pardon from the In- 
quifition, which confidering them to be but new plants ufeth not fiich rigour with 
them, which it uleth with Spaniards if they fall into fuck horrible fins. This advife 
I followed, and fent privately for the fuentts to my chamber, and told them how mer- 
cifull the Inquifition was unto them, expe&ing their converfion and artiendment.They 
leemed fomewhat ftubborne and angry for that I had burned that God,whom not only 
they, but many others in theTowne, andalfo in theTowne of Saint John Sacatepe•" 

qites did worfhip. I ufed reafons to perfwade them no honour was due unto it,as to a 
God. But one of them boldly rcplyed, that they knew that it was a peeceof wood 
and of it felfe could not fpeake, but feeing it had fpoken ( as they were all witnefles ) 

this was a miracle whereby they ought to be guided, and they did verily beleeve that 
God was in that piece of wood, which fince the fpeech made by it was more then or¬ 
dinary wood, having God himfelfe in it, and therefore deferved more offerings and a- 
doration then thofe Saints in the Church, who did never fpeake unto the people. I 
told them that the Devill rather had framed that fpeech (if any they had heard) for 
to deceive their fouls and lead them to hell. which they might eafily perceive from the 
Doftrin which I was informed he had preached againft Cbrift the only begotten fbn 
of God, whom the Father Ioveth and in whom he is well pleafed, and againft whom 
he certainly would not fpeake in that idol. Another anfwered boldly, our forefathers 
never knew what Chrift was, until the Spaniardscumc unto that Countrey, but they 
knew there were Gods,8c did worfhip them, and did facrifice unto them-and for ought 
they knew this God of theirs belonged in old times unto their forefathers. Why then, 
faid I unto them , he was a weake God who by my hands hath been burned > I per¬ 
ceived that at that time there was no reafoning with them, for they were llubborn and 
captious, and fo I difmifled them. Had not God moft graeioufly protefted me againft 
thefe my enemies, I had certainly been murthered by them; for a moncth after the 
burning of the idol, when I thought all had been forgotten, and that the Idolaters 
were quiet, then they began to a ft their fpight and malice, which firft I difeovered by a 
noife which emee at midnight I heard of people about my houfe, and at my chamber 
doore; to whom I called oat from my bed not daring to open, but could have no 

anfwctf 
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anIwer tronuhem,I perceived they would havecome in by force/orthey pu(hed hard 
at the doore. Whereupon i tooke fiidddnly the fheets from ofifrny bed, tying them 
ivirh a flrongknot together, and with another to a bar of the window, making my 
felfe ready to fall down by them to the ground , and fo to flic in the dark night, if they 
had uled violence to come in. The fheets being thus prepared, and they itili at the 
doore thruiling without any word from them, I thought by calling and crying out 
aloud 1 might affright them away .Wherefore with a Ml voice I called firfl to my ier- 
vants,wno were but boyes, and lay at the further end of a long gallery then I erved 
out to the neighbouring hotifcs to come and affifl me againft theeve*. Thefervants had 
heard the noile and were awake, who prefently at my call came out; and with their 
coming my enemies ran down the ftaires, and were heard no more that night But I 

perceiving which way their fpight and malice was bent, theughtfitto be no more a- 
lone in the night, with boyes only info great a houfe as was that of Mixco. where¬ 
upon the next day I fent for my trufty friend Migul Dalva who was able to fight a- 
lone with any halfe dozen of Indians , wilhing him to bring with him what weapons 
he could get for my defence. I kept him with me a fortnight; and the next Sabbath 
1 gave warning in the Churchy tint whofoever came in the night to my houfe to af- 

fnghtme, or todoemeany other mifchiefefhouldlooketo him felfe, for that I had 
weapons both oflenfiveand defenfive. Though for a while I heard no moreof them 
y et they deliked not altogether from their evill and malicious intents* for, knowing 
that Miguel Valva did notlie in the fame chamber with me, a fortnight after ( I being 
till about mid night with my candle Undying ) they came up the ftaires fo foft/y that I 
neaid them not; but the Bhcl^-tnore being awake it feems perceived that they were 
corning up, and fofely arofe up from a long rable were he lay upon a Mat, and tooke 
m his hand a couple of brick-bats of many which lay under the table for a worke 
which 1 had m hand, and as he opened the dore made a little noife,which was to them 
an item to hie down the ftaires, and to run ( as they thought) for their lives. The 
Blacl^more did alfo run after them, and finding they had got too much advantage of 
him, and not knowing which way they might take, lent after them with a fury his 
two brick-batSjwherewkh he fuppofed he did hit one of them,for the next day walk¬ 
ing about the Tovvne he met with one of the Fuentes having a cap on his head, and he 
inquired of fone Indians what he ailed, and he underftood by them that his head was 
broke, but how they knew not. They perceiving that I was thus guarded by cJW*- 
guet Dalva, debited from that time from coming any more in the night unto my 
houfe, but yet debited not from their fpight and malice and from a&ing mifehiefe a- 

gainltme. kora month after when I thought that all had been forgotten, and they 
feemed outwardly to be kind and curteous, there came a melfenger to me from the ol- 
deli of them,named Pablo de Fuentes ^to rel me that he was very fick,and like to die,and 
dehred uie to goe to comfort and iriftrua him in the truth,for that he truely defired to 
be converted.| conceived very great joy at this newes,and doubted not of the truth and 
certainty of it, and prayed to God todireftmein the converfion of that foul * and 
fo w ith halteand good zeal, I went unto his houfe, where foon my joy and comfort 
Was turned intobitternefTe; for when I came to the dore of his honfe/and was with 
one ^P cntred I ound all the brothers of Pablo Fuentes, and feme others who were 
(ufpefted to be Icblaters3fitting round the roomjand miffing Pablo,I withdrew my foot 
a little, and asked them where he was.miftrufting fomewhatto fee them there all gathe¬ 
red together; but when I perceived that they flood not up, noranfwered me a word, 
nor fo much as tooke offtheir hats to me, then I began to fear indeed, and to fufpeft 
fome treachery; and fo I turned back refolving to goe home again. But no fooner 
was I turned,but behold Pablo Fuentes ( who by his meffageffiad feigned both fickneffe . 
and converfion, came from behind his houfe with a cudgell in his hand, liftingitup 
to rtnke at me. Had I notcatched hold of his flick whh both my hands, and§ Pre- 
vented the intended blow, certainly he had ftruck me down. But whilft he and I were 
flriving for the flick who (hould be Mafler of ir, the reft of the who were fit¬ 
ting in the houfe,came out into the yard ( which being a publick place was morecom- 
fort to me then if they had compared me about within the houfe landbefet me round, 
fome pulling mee one way, feme another^earing my clothes in two or three places 
another10 make me let goemy hand from theftick with a kniferun me into the hand 
(which tothis day a ;mall fear doth witneflej and certainly had we not been in a pub¬ 

like 
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like yard, chat party would alfo have run his knife into my fidesj another feeing 1 
would not let goc the (lick, tooke hold of it with Pablo and both together thruft it 
againft my mouth, and with fuch ftrength that they broke fome of my teeth, and fil- 
led ray mouth with goar blood,with which blow I fell, butfoone recovered my felfe 
andarole, they laughing at me, but not daring to doe me any more harme for feare 
they (hould be feen, as God would have feen what already they had done • for a Mu- 
latta (lave to a Spaniard in the valley,at that very time when I was down and rifing paf- 
fcd by , and hearing me cry out for help to the neighbours ( who lived fomewhat far 
off that might helpe and fuccour me , for all the houfes thereabouts were of the bro¬ 
thers thtFuentes ) came into the yard, and feeing me all in blood thought I had been 
mortally wounded, and calling them murtherers ran along the ftreet crying mUrther, 
wurthcr in Pablo Fuentzs his yard, till file came to the Market place andTown-houfe, 
where fhe found the Majors and Jurats litting,& a couple of Spaniards,who when they 
heard of my danger,with drawn fwords came prefently running with all the officers of 
Juftce to the yard of Pablo Fuentes to aid and affift me5but in the mean while the Idola¬ 
ters perceiving the outcry of the Mulatta , began to fall away and to hidethemfclveS; 
Tablo Fuentes going to (but up his houfe alfo to abfent himfelfe, I held him hard to it, 
thriving with him that he might not efcape away till fome help came unto me.The Spa¬ 
niards when they came and faw me all in a blood, made furioufly to Pablo F mates With 
their naked fwords, whom I Hopped defining them not to hurt him, left what harme 
they did unto him fhould beimpuced unto me. I wiftied the Juftice not to feare him 
though he were a rich Indian, and as they would anfwer before the Prefident of Gua¬ 
temala to lay hold of him, and ro carry him to prifon, which they prefently perfor¬ 
med. I made the Spaniards and the Mulatta to witnefie under writing by way of in¬ 
formation what they had feen, what blood about my clothes, what wound in my 
hand, what blow in my mouth they had found, and fent with fpeed to the Prefident 
of Guatemala this their information. The bufinefle was foon noifed about the valley, 
whereupon moft of the Spaniards came to offer their help and aid unto me 5 Migu&l 

fDalvasACo chancing to be neer at a Spaniards houfe in the fame valley eam^ with the 
reft , who would have done that night fome mifehief among the Indians if I had not 
prevented them. I defired them £0 depart and goc home to their houleS, tel ing them 
I feared nothing, and that Miguel Valva his company would be guard enough unto 
me. But they would by no meanesyeeld unto this, faying that night might prove 
more dangerous unto me then I imagined, and that I needed a ftronger guard then of 
one man alone, for they conceived that the Idolaters knowing what already they had 
done, and fearing what grievous puniffiment mightbe inflifted upon them from the 
President of Guatemala, feeing themfelves loft and undone men might defperately that 
night refeue their brother out of prifon5and attempt fome mifehiefe againft me, and 
foflieaway. Which! could not be brought to fear, or to beleeve any fuch thing of 
their cowardly fpirits, nor that they would flie away for that they had houfes and 
land there in and about the Towne, yet I was willing for one night to yeeld to have a 
ftronger guard o{Spaniards then at other times I had had with the Blackmore Miguel 
Valva alone. After fupper they kept watch about my houfe till fuch time as they per¬ 
ceived all was ftill, and the Indians a bed, and then they fet a watch about the prifon 
that Patio Fumes might not betaken out; and after this ( pretending that they were 
in danger as wel as I being butaboutadozen^f the Towne (hould all rife and mutiny 
by the fuggeftion of the Idolaters, whomoftof them were rich and powerful! with 
the reft, which yet I feared not) they would needs goc and raife up the two Alcaldes 
or Maiors alone, with two more petty officers to make fcarch about the Town for the 
reft of the Fuentes and other known Idolaters,that being found they might fecure them 
in the prifon to appear dXGuatemala^nd prevented from doing any mifehief either that 
night, or at any other time. With this ftir which they made, and their care of mee, 
they fuffered me not to take any reft that night*but wentand called up the Alcaldes and 
two officers and brought them to my houfe, defiring me to fignifie unto them, how fit 
and neceffary it was to fearch for the reft of the Indians. The poore Alcaldes trem¬ 
bled to fee fo many Spaniards at that time in my boufe with naked fwords, and durft 
notbut doe what they thought beft to be done, and fo from my houfe about midnight 
they walked about the Towne, fearching fuch houfes as they moft fufpe&ed might 
conceale any of the Fuentes^ioi the reft that had been that day in the rebellion and 

mutiny 
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mutiny againft mee. They could find none at home, till at Jalt comming to the houfe 
of one Lorenzo Fuenter, one of the brothers, they found all that had been in the con* 
{piracy againll mee, gathered together drinking and quaffing. The houf'e being belet 
there was no flying nor efcaping, and feeing the Spaniards naked fwoids , they dm ft 
not rebell, who doubtleffe Us wee were afterwards informed) would have made a 
great ftirre in the Town that night, and were met together to refeue Pablo their bro¬ 
ther, and to doe mee fome mifchkf and flye, not knowing that I was fo itrongly man¬ 
ned and guarded by the Spaniards. There were ten of them,and were prefently without 

S^nhrds Town carry cd to the Prifon, and there (hut up, and guarded by the 

In the morning the Prefident of Guatemala (who then was Von Juande Guzman 

a Religious Governour) taking into his confideration What the day before l had wnc 
unto him, and judging my danger to bee great, lent a Spanijb A!guaziIe,or Officer of 
Ju lce a very lar8c Commiffion to bring prifoners to the City all thofe Indians 
yvho the day before had been m rebellion againll mee, and in cafe they could not bee 
ound,then to feize upon what goods foever of theirs could be found in Mixco. But with 

oavinp11?hnCAl°f Che,Tr^ thuC n,ght>before thcy wcreall in a readineffe lor him,and 
pa>mg tile Alguazile firft his charges (which hee demanded as hee lifted') and bearing 
the charges oiAljguel I) aha, and two or three more Spaniards, who were commanded 
mthe KtngsName to b« aiding and alfifting the OfE«r forthefafa carrying^ to 
GHitemaip theywerc horfed and had away thatdaytothc Prefident. who committed 
: c"ftcl,oft Pnioners,and afterwards commanded them to be whipped about the llrtets, 
bamihed tnem from Mixco to the Golf of St .Thom* d,Car,ilia, and won d 
have bamihed them all, had they not humbled themielves, and defiled met to intercede 
for them, promiling to amend their lives, and to make mee great latisfaftion if tbev 
m!gh t return again to their Town,and that if ever more they did llirrc againff mee the 
would yeeld to be hanged and to lole al their goods. With this the Prefidentffining them 
yet to pay twenty Crowns a peece to the Church to be imployed in what 1 (hould think 

?hcmf lveTbrfo” mee wirhhmuctthey^d pr?mifcd> £ame unto . and humbled tnemklves before mee with much weeping, with many expreffions, ffiewine their for- 

iorw.hf'hty bad <kme,cafiing all upon the Devill, whom they 
confefled had been great with them in tempting them, whom alfo now they did ab- ' 

Inv rvJ /gnf0UnCe> Promillng to live as good Chriftiafts, and never more to worffiip 
any God but one. I was very much taken with their dtepe farrow cxprefTed wfth ma¬ 
ny tears,and mdeavouredI to inftruft them in the true knowledge of Chrirt, whom now 

I found they were very willing toimbrace. I lived not very long after in’ ffiat Towne 
ut lor the time I did continue m ir, I found a great change and alteration in their 

lives, which truly made mee apt to judge that their repentance was unfained And 

cd rohTCrPaT rSOf a Pew ^iiim of thofe two Towns, I havener hereinlcr- 
ted to bring an afperhon upon all chat Nation, (which I doe very much affeft !!„t 
would willingly ipend the bell drops of blood i/1 my vein'stoiKd® 

r f°U bUt 'c- CaU,'e ra‘her Pk? and commiferadon towards them/who 
?!? „/5maHy y«r*PKachmg havebeen madeasyetbut formal! and outward Chri- 
Ims, ndbytkou". Saints ot wood, which they have been taught towo.ibip by 

the Preilt, have rather been inclined to the fuperllition and Idolatry of their Fo^efa- 

thevda'iCl10 f C° '-"^.eaimesand bow to inanimate (locks and (tones, which 
they daily iee performed pubhckly in their Churches. Certainly they areota stood and 

flexible nature, and (were thofe Idol, of Saints iiatues remoVd fron, iheTr eyes 1 
hivffh nut rbh°Uf'U ‘n ‘ 7 WOr‘.l"P™£ flely G°d s and whereas they fo willingly 
avfliont their fmdlmeanes and what they labour for, in offerings to the Preillsand 

to their Saints, and in maintaining Lazy finging Lubbars, they without doubt would 
bee free enough to trueMimiiers of Gods Word, who (hould venture their li.es to 

^Z^^t^ZJelUS Chri,1> 3nd h'm lhjtlent him into the 

iF^f. that -^is ^rCj haPPene<i ln Mixco, I received from Home from the Gene¬ 
rali of the Dominicans Order, Licenfcto come home to England; at which I reioveed 
much,fornow 1 was even weary with living among the Indians,**, grieved tofeetheik- 
k ruit I reaped amongft them, and that for feare of the Inquifition 1 durft not preach 

anew Gofpcllunto them, which might make them true, rail, and inward Chriftia ns, 

and 
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andlaftly, for that I perceived that Antonio Mendezde Satomayar( who was Lord of 
the Towne of Mix:o ) did ftomack me for having cauied two of his Towne to bee 
banifhed, and publikely affronted the Puentes for heir Idolatry, which hee thought 
was a great afperlion laid upon his Indians. 

All which welll conlidered I writ unto the Provincial! ( who was then in Chiapa')^f 
my defire to returne home tp mine owne Countrey, for the which I had a licence lent 
unto me from Rome. But he having heard of what good I had done in the Town of 
Mixcojn reducing fome Idolaters,burning their idol,and venturing my life in fogood 
a caufe • and alfo for the perfeft knowledge which now I had of the Poconcbi tongue, 
would by no meanes yeeld that I fhould go* but with fair and flattering words incou- 
raged me to ftay, where he doubted not, but 1 did, and I might yet doe God much 
more good fervice; and that he might the better worke upon me, he lent a Patent of 
Vicar of the Towne and Cloifter of Amatitlan, where at the prefent there was a new 
Cloifter a building to feparate all that valley from the Cloifter of Guatemala. He de~ 
fired me to accept of that fmall preferment, not doubting but that I fpeaking fo well 
the Indian language might prevaile much in that place, and better then another, fur¬ 
ther the buildingof that new Cloifter; which worke would be a good ftep for him to 
advance me afterwards to fome better preferment. Although I regarded neither that 
prefent Superiority, nor any better honour which might afterwards enfue unto me, I 
thought the time which God had appointed for my returning to England was not yet 
come; for that if the Provinciall, and with him the President of Guatemala ( for fo 
much Iconjeftured out of the Provincialls fetter ) fhould both oppofe and hinder 
my departure from that Countrey, it would be very hard for me to take my journey 
any way, and not be dilcovered and brought back. Whereupon I refolved to ftay the 
Provincialls coming to Guatemala^ and there to confer with him facejto face, and to 
(hew him fome reafons that moved me to leave that Countrey,and to feck againe mine 
owne wherein I was borne. So for the prefent I accepted of the Towne of Amatitlan5 

where I had more occafions of getting mony than in the other two, where I had li¬ 
ved five full yeers* for albeit that Towne alone was bigger then both Mixco and Pina* 

la together, and the Church fuller of Saints pi&ures and ftatues,and very many Con¬ 
fraternities and Sodalities belonged unto it; befides this from without the Towne I 
had great comings in from the Ingenio of Sugar,which I related before ftoodclofe un¬ 
to that Towne,from whence 1 had dayly offerings from the Blad^mores and Spaniards 

that lived in it 5 and befides this I had under my charge another leffer Towne called 
St. Cbrifioval de Amatitlan, ftanding two leagues from great Amatitlan. This Town of 
St£hriftoval,or St Cbr>ftopber}is called properly in that language,P^/in^,^,fignifying 
water, and Pali, to ftand upright, and is compounded of two words .which exprefle 
water ftanding upright; for the Towne ftandeth on the back fide of the Vulcan of wa¬ 
iter, which looketh over Guatemala, and on this fide fendeth forth many fountaines, 
but efpecially fpouteth forth from a high rock aftream of water, which as it falleth 
from high with a great noife and down-fall, the rocke ftanding upright over the bot- 
tome where it falleth, and caufeth a moft pleafant ftream by the Townes fide, it hath 
moved the Indians to call their Towne, Palinha, from the high and upright ftanding 
rock, from whence the water falleth. In this Towns there are many rich Indians^ ho 
trade in the coaftof the South fea;the Towne is as an harbour fhadowed with many 
fruitful 1 trees; but the chief fruit here is the Pinna, which groweth in every Indians 

yard, and with the neernefle of the Ingenio of Sugar, are by the Spaniards therea¬ 
bouts much made up in Preferves, fome whole,fome in flices , which is the daintieft 
and moftlufeious Prefervethatl ever did eat in that Countrey. The Indians of this 
Towne get much by boards of Cedar,which they cut out of many Cedar*trees,which 
grow on that ficb of the Vulcan,which they fell to Guatemala and all about the Coun¬ 
trey for new buildings, , , 

Between great Amatitlan and this Town the way is plain,and lieth under a Vulcan of 
fire,which formerly was wont to fmoak as much as that of Guatemala; but having for¬ 
merly burft out at the top,and there opened a great mouth,& caft down to the bottome 
mighty ftones ( which to this day are to be feen Jit hath not fines been any waies crou- 
blefome unto the Countrey. In this way there was in my time a new Trapiche of Su¬ 
gar erefting up by one John Baptijla of Guatemala, which was thought would ,provei 
very ufefull, and profitable Unto the forefaid City. I had yet for the time that I lived 



A New Survey of the VVeft-indies. 

in ^Amatitlan another very little village at my charge, called Tampicbi at the bottome 
of a high mountaine on the other tide of the lake over again!!,which was but a Chap¬ 
pell of eafe unto great Amatitla?i, unto which I went not above once in a quarter of 
ayeer, and that for paftime and recreation ; for this village is well in that language a 
compound alfo of Pam, in, and Picbi, flowers/or that it ftandeth compared about 
with flowers, which make it very pleafant, and the boats or Canoa’s which doe con- 
ftandy ftand neer thedoores of the houfes,invites to much pleafureof hiking and row¬ 

ing about the lake. . 
And thus whilft I lived in Amatitlan I had the choice of three places wherein to re¬ 

create my felfe, and becaufe the charge of many foules lay in my hands, I had one 
conftantly to helpe me. TheTowneof Amatitlan was as the Court in refpe&of the 
reft, where nothing \vas wanting that might recreate the mind and fatisfie the body 
with variety and change ol fuftenance,both for fifh and flelh. Yet the great care that did 
lie upon me in the worke and building of the Cloifter, made me very foone weary of 
living in that great and pleafant Towne; for fometimes I had thirty ,fometimes twen¬ 
ty, fometimesfewer, andlbmetimesfourty worke-mentolookeunto, and to pay 
wages to on Saturday nights, which I iound wearied much my braine, and Hindi ed 
myftudies, and was befides a worke which I delighted notin, nor had any hopes 
ever to enjoy it. And therefore after the firft yeer that I had been there I betooke my 
felfe unto the Provincial!, who was in Guatemala, and againe earneftly befought him 
to perufe the Licence which I had from Rome to goe to England mine owne Countrey 
for to preach there ( for that was the chiefe ground of letting me goe home, as the 
Generali largely exprelfed ) where l doubted not but I might doe God great fervice, 
and in Confcience I told him I thought I was bound to employ what parts God had 

bellowed upon me, rather upon my own Countreymen, then upon Indians and ftranV 
gers. The Provinciall replyed unto me that my Countrey men were Heretickes, and 
when I came among!! them they would hang me up. I told him j I hoped better 
things of them, and that I would not behave my felfe among them foas to deferve 
hanging, not daring to tell him what was in my heart concerning points of Religi¬ 
on. After a long difeourfe I found the Provinciall inexorable, and halfe angry, tel¬ 
ling me that he and that whole Province had call their eyes upon me, and honoured 
me, and were ready and willing to promote me further, and that I would fhew my 
felfe very ungratefull unto them, if I Ihould forfake them for my owne nation and 
people, whom 1 had not knowne from my young and tender age. I perceived there 
was no more to be faid, and all would be in vaine,and fo refolved to take my belt op¬ 
portunity and with my Licence from Rome to come away uoknowne unto him. But 
for the prelent I humbly befeeched him to remove me from Amatitlan^ for that I found 
my felfe unable to undergoe that great charge, and too weakefor that ftrong worke, 
that was then building. With much adoe he would be brought to this, al'eadging 
what an honour it was to be a Founder and builder of a new Cloifter, in whofe walis 
my very name would be engraven to pofterity. all which I told him I regarded not, but 
eftemedmoreof my health and a quiet mind, then of fuch preferments and vanities. 
Upon which at laft hecondefcended to my requeft, and gave me order to goe to Pe^- 
pa, and that the Vicar of Pdapa ftiould goe to finilb the worke of Amatitlan. In Petapa 
I lived above a twelve moneth, with great eafe, pleafure and content for all things 
worldly and outward 5 but. within I had ftill a worme of Confcience, gnawing this 
gourd that Ihadowed and delighted me with worldly contentment. Here I grew more 
and more troubled concerning fome points of Religion, daylywiftnng with avi , 
that I had the wings of a Dove, that I might flie from that place of dayly Idolatry 
into England, a nd be at reft. I refolved therefore to put on a good courage, and relie 
wholly upon my God, knowing that the journey was hard and dangerous,and might 
bring frame and trouble unto me, if I fhould be taken in the way flying and brought 
back to Guatemala • here I weighed the afriftion and reproach which might enlue un¬ 
to me,after fo much honor.plealure,and wealth which I bad enjoyed tor about twelve 
veers in that Countrey • but in another balance of better confideration,I vveighed the 
trouble of a wounded Confcience, and the fpirituall joy and comfort that I might en¬ 
joy at home with the people or God, and fo refolutely concluded upon that place of 
Heb. 11. 25,26,27.with Jldojet, to choofe rather to fuffer affrftion with the people of 
God(who as Paul well obferveth, i Tbef. 3. 3. are appointed thereunto5and again Phil. 



I A New Survey of the Weft-Indies. 

3.29. unto whom it is given in the behalfc of Chrift, notonely cobeleeve inhim, 
but alfo to fuffer for his fake ) then to enjoy the pleafares of finne tor a feafon; eftee' 
ming the reproach of Chrift greater riches then the treafures in Egypt. So for 
faith and a fafeconfcience I now purpoled likewife with Adofes to forfakeEgypt, not 
fearingthe wrath ofthe Prefident the Kings owne Deputy , nor of the Provincial], 
and my belt friends; but toiudureail this ( if I fhouid betaken ) as feeing him who 
is in vitible. I thought this was a bufineffe not to be conferred with flefh and blooc£, 
left the belt friend knowing of it (bould betray me; yet on the other fide, I thought 
it hard to flie alone without fome friend for the firft two or three daies journey ; and 
befides having many things to fell away to make mony of, I thought I were better to 
imploy fome trufty friend , then to doe all alone. I thought of none fitter then Mi- 

gntl D.ilva} whom by long experience I knew tobe true and trufty, and that a fmall 
mony matter would content him 5 whom I fentfor to Pimla, and charging him with 
fecrecy, I told him I had a journey for my confcience fake to make to Rome (1 would 
not tell him that I intended England, left the good old Black^more (hould grieve think¬ 
ing never more to fee me , and for the love he bare me, and intereft he had many time£ 
from me, he (hould by difcovering my intent, feek to flop me ) which I would have 
none to know of but himfelfe,not doubti ng buttoreturneagaine, as he knew man$ 
had taken the like journey, and returned within two yeers. 

The Blacl^more offered himfelfe to goe with me, which I refufed , telling him that 
the leas would be too hard for his old age to endure?and that as a Blacky-more in foraine 
Countries he might be ftopped and apprehended for a fugitive; which reafon he liked 
well, and offered himfelfe to goe with mee as farre as the fea fide • for which I . 
thanked him and employed to fell me away fome Mules, Wheat, and Maijg Which I 
had, and what elfe. might well paffe through his hands. As for many rich pictures 
which hung in my chamber,I thought the Towne of Petapa would buy them for their 
Church, and propounded it unto the Governour, who willingly accepted of them. 
Moftof mybookes, ehefts, cabinets,quiks,and many good peices of houfhold-ftuffe, 
by the paines and induftry of CMiguel ( whom I kept with me for the fpace of two 
moraeths before I came away ) I fold to Guatemala, referving onely two Petaca’s or 
leatherne ehefts, with fome bookes and a quilt for my journey. When I had fold all 
that I intended, I found I had in Spanijh mony neer nine thoufand peeces of eight, 
which I had got in twelve yeers that I lived in that Country. So much mony I thought: 
would be too comberfome for a long journey • whereupon T turned above four thou- 
fand of them into pearles and fome pretious (tones, which might make my carriage 
the lighter; the reft I laid up fome in bags, fome I fowed into my quift, intending in 
the way to turne them into Spanijh Piftols. Thus the chiefe provilion being made of 
mony, I tooke care for Chocolatte and fome Conferves for the way,which were foon 
provided. Now becaufe I confidered that my flight the firft week muft be with fpeed, 
and that my ehefts could not poft day and night as my felfe intended to doe; I thought 
of fending my carriagefour dayes at leall: before me • and not daring to truft any In“ 
dian of Petapa, I fent to Mixco for one fpeciall Indian friend whom I had there, who 
knew the way that I was to travaile very well;to whom I opened my mind,and offered 
whatmony I knew would well content him , and at midnight fent him away with 
two Mules, one for himfelfe , and another for my ehefts, wifhing him to keep on 
travelling towards St. LMiguel, or Nicaragua till I overtooke him. I gave him the 
advantage of four daies and nights, and then refolutely with my good Blackmore in 
my company leaving the key of my chamber in my doore, and nothing but old 
papers within , when all the Indians where faft deep, I bad adieu unto Petapa, and to 
the whole valley, and to all my friends throughout America. 

R CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

Shewing my journey from the Tome of Petapa, into England 5 and fome 
chiefefafiages in the way. 

• 4 l • 

jje chiefe thing which troubled me in my refolved purpofe to come home,was 
^ 1=1 the choice of thefafeft way^which made me utterly forfake theGulfe(though 

? the cafieft way of all, and that Tea neereft to the place where I lived) for that 
I knew I (hould meet there with many of my acquaintance,and the letting out 

of the (hips wasfo uncertain,t hat before they departed, order might come from Guate¬ 

mala to flop me • if I (hould go by Lnd through Gomayagua toTruxillo) and there wait 
for the (hips,likewi(el feared left the Governour of that place by fome item from the 
Prelident of Guatemala might examine me, and fend me backe, and that the Mafters 
of the Chips might have charge given them not to receive me into their fhips.lf I Ihould 
goe backe to Mexico and far a Cruz, then I called to mind,how I was troubled in that 
long journey,when I came firft to Cbiapa in company of friends, and that now alone I 
Ihould certainly be much put to it,for I would carry Miguel'Dalva fo far by land with 
me. Wherefore rejefting thefe three wayes, I chofethe fourth,which was by Nicaragua 
and the Lake of Granada• and therefore I deferred my journey till the week after Cbrtjl• 
w^knowing that the time of the frigats fetting out from that lake to the Havana was 
commonly after the middle of January, or at Candlemas at the furtheft, whither I ho¬ 
ped to reach in very good time. Now that I might by no means be fulpefted to have 
taken this way • before I went I left by the hand of Miguel Dalva a letter to a friend of 
his to be delivered to the Provinciall in Guatemala, foure daycs after my departure , 
wherein I kindly cooke my leave of him, deliring him not to blame me nor to leeke 
after me;and whereas I had a (ufficient Licence from Rome^ and could not get his,that 
I thought I might with a fate Confidence goe where I was born, leaving Linguifts e- 
nough tofiipply my place amongft the Indians. And becaufe hefhould not make en¬ 
quiry after me by Nicaragua, I dated and (ublcribed my letter to him from the To wne 
of St, Antonio Suchutepeques 3 which was the way to Mexico and quite contrary to Ni¬ 

caragua, 
The next day after Twelfth day, being the feventh of Januaryii6^q.zt midnight! 

let out of Petapa upon a lufty Mule ( which afterwards in the way I fold for fourfeore 
peeces of eightjwith Miguel Dalva alone^and the firft part of the way being very hil¬ 
ly we could not goe fo faft as our hearts would have polled^ for it was breake of day 
before we could get to the top of the mountaine, which is called Serr0 Redondo, or the 
round hill 3 which is much mentioned in that Countrey, for the good pafture there 
which ferveth for the Cattell and Sheep, when the valleys below are burnt and no gra- 
fing left for Beafts. This hill is alfo a great refuge to Travellers, for there they find 
good entertainment in a Venta where wine and provifion is fold,and is a great Lodge, 
for to lay up dry what carriages they bring* there isbefidts one of the beft Eftancia s 
or farnies of Cattell in the Countrey, where of Goats and Ewes milke is made the beft 
cheefe thereabouts. This round hill or mountaine is five leagues from Petapa3 where 
I feared I might meet with fome people of Petapa3 and therefore the day now dawning 
I made hafte by ir, leaving in the lodge afleep many Indians,who attended on two Spa- 
nip Pvequa’s of Mules, which that day were to goe to Petapa 5 foure leagues further 
from this Serro Redondo is a To wne of Indians called Los I fclavos, or the Slaves , not 
that now they are more (laves then the reft of the Indians, but becaufe in the old time 
of Montezuma the Emperour, and the Indian Kings that were under him the people 
of this Towne were more (laves then any other, for from Amatitlan Q which is fo cal - 
led from Amaty which in the Mexican tongue fignifieth Letter, and Itlan which fig- 
nifieth Towne, for that it was the Towne of Letters as fome fay,for a rine of a tree, 
whereon they were wont formerly to write and exprefle their minds, or becaufe it was 
the place whither from all parts letters were fentto be carried about the Countrey ,and 



A blew Survey of the Weft-Indies. 18 3 > 
- _____ * ■ ' ' ---- .4 

to Pern ) thefe Indians of the Towne of Efdavo’s or (laves, were commanded as (laves 
to goe all about the Countrey with letters, or whatfoevcr elfe they (hould be charged 
with • and they were bound conftantly to fend every week To many of their Towne 
(as were appointedJ unto Amatitlan, there to wait and attend the pleafiire of that 
Towne for the conveying of letters, or any carriages to other parts. 

ThisTowne of los Ejclavosltandeth in abottomeby a river,overthe which the Spani¬ 
ards have built a very ftrong (tone Bridge to goe in and out of the Town, for other- 
wife with mules there is no parting by reafon of the violent and rapid ftreame of the 
water, and many rocks in the River, from which the water falleth down with great 
force. From this Town (where wee onely (fayed to drink a cup of Chocolatte and 
to bait our mules) wee went on that day to Aguacbapa^ being ten leagues further, and 
not farrefrom the South Sea, and the port called VelaTrinidad -7 whither wee came 
towards Evening,having that day and part of the night travelled about threefcore En- 
glijb miles up hils, and upon ftony wayes from the Efclavo'sunto this Town . which 
is much mentioned in that Country for two things. The one is for the earthen ware 
which is made there (as fome think) exceeding that of Mixes. The other is for a 
place within a mile and a halfefrom the Town, which the Spaniards doe credibly 
report and beleeve to be a mouth of hell. For out of it there is conftantly afeending a 
thick bkckfmoak fmelling of Brimftone, with fomeflafties now and^thenof fire* 
the earth from whence this fmoak arifeth is not high,but low. None ever durft draw 
nigh to find out the truth and ground of it 5 for thole that have attempted to doe ic,have 
been ftrickendown to the ground and like to lofe their lives. A friend of mine a 
Fryer (whom I thought verily I might beleeve) upon his oath affirmed unto me,that 
travelling that way with a Provincial! heerefolved to goe unto the place, and (atisfic 
himlelfe of the ground andcaufe of theftrange talke which was every where about 
the Country concerning that fmoke. He went within a quarter of a mile of it,and pre- 
fently, hee (aid, he heard a hideous noife , which together with the fteneb of the fiery 
fmoke and brimftone, ftruck him Into fuch a fear that he was like to fall to the ground, 
and retiring himfelfback with all (peed was taken with a burning Feaver,which was like 
to coft him his life. Others report that drawing neer unto it, they have heard great 
cries as it were of men and women in torment, noife of iron, ofehaines, and the like, 
which (how (imply I leave it to my Judicious Reader) maketh them beleeve that it is 
a mouth of hell. Of my knowledge I will fay no more, but that I (aw the fmoke,and 
asked the Indians what was the caufe of it; and if ever they had been neer unto 
it? And they anlwered meei that they could not imagine what might bee the caufe of 
it, neither durft they draw nigh unto it ? and that they had feen Travellers, attemp¬ 
ting togoeneereit, and that they were all ftricken either to the ground,or with fome 
fuddaine amazement, or Feaver. I told them that I would walke thither my felf,and 
they defired mee that I would not, if I loved my life. It was not yet for all this re¬ 
port the feare of being (o neer the Spaniards hell (as they call it) that made me hafte 
with fpeed out ofthat Town, but fear of fome meflenger that might come after mee to 
ftopmyjourny. For at midnight I departed from thence, and went to breake my 
faft to a grea t Town called Chalchuapan, where the Indians made very much of mee,be¬ 
ing Potomanes, who fpake the Poconcbi or Pocoman tongue which I had learned. They 
would willingly have had me to flay with them and preach unto them the next Sab¬ 
bath, which I would have done, had not a better deftgne called Upon mee to make 
hafte. 

Here I was troubled, how I (hould get through St. Salvador, which Was a City of 
Spaniards, and wherein there was a Cloifter of Dominicans, whom I feared moft of 
all, becaufe I was known by fome of them. My refolution was therefore when I came 
•neere unto the City, to turn out of my way to a Spdniards Farm as if I had loft my 
way, and there to delay the time till Evening in drinking Chocolatte, difcourfing,and 
baiting my mules well, thatfo I might travell all that night, and bee out of the reach 
of that City, and Fryers (who lived in Indian Towns about it) the next morning, 
early. This Cicyof St Salvador is poore, not much bigger then Chiapa3 and is go¬ 
verned by a Spanijh Governour. It ftandeth forty leagues at leaft from Guatemala^and 
towards the North Sea fide, is compaffed with very high mountaines, which are cal¬ 
led Chuntales, where the Indians are very poore. In the bottome where the City ftan¬ 
deth there are (bme Trabiches of Sugar, fome Indigo made, but the chief Farmes are 

R 2 Eftancia’s 
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Eftancia’s of Cattell. Towards Evening I departed from that Farm where I had well 
refreftied my felfeand my Mule, and about eight of the clock I rid through the City 
not beingknown by any body. My purpofe was to bee the next morning at a great 
River, called RiodeLcmpa, fome ten leagues from St. Salvador, for within two leagues 
of it there lived in an Indian Town a Fryer belonging to the CJoifter of St. Salvador 

who knew meevery well. Butfuch haftel made that before break of the day I palled 
thuough that Town, and before (even of the clock I was at the River, where -I found 
my Indian of Mlxco ready to palfe over with my carriage, who that morning by three 
of the clock hadfet out of that Town two leagues off. 1 was not a little glad to have 
overtaken my Che(ls,wherein was molt of my trealure. There I fate down a while by 
the River whillf my mules grazed, and my Indian flruck fire and made me Chocolatte. 
This River of Lempa is held the broadeft, and biggeft in all the jurifdi&ion belong¬ 
ing unto Guatemala ; there are conftantly two Ferry Boats to paffe over the Travellers, 
and their Requa's of Mules. This River is privileged in this manner, that if a man 
commit any hainous crime or murther on this fide of Guatemala, and San Salvador, or 
on the other fide of Sc. Miguel, or Nicaragua, if hee can Hie to get over this River, he 
is free as long as heeliveth on the other fide,and no Jultice on that fide whither hee is 
efcaped can queilion or trouble him for the murther committed. SolikewifeforDebt# 
hee cannot bee arrclled. Though I thanked God I neither fled for the one, or for the 
other,yet it was my comfort that I was now going over to a priviledged Country, where 
I hoped I fhould bee free and fure, and that if any one did come after mee, hee would 
goe no further then to the River of Lempa. My Blackmore did much laugh at this 
niyconceipt, and warranted mee that all would doe well. Wee Ferried (afely over 
the River5 and from thence went in company with my Indian to a little fmall Towne 
of Indians two leagues off, where wee made the belt dinner that we had done from the 
Towneof Petapa, and willingly gave reft to all our mules tillfoure of the clocke in 
the afternoone ^ at whichtime wee fet forth to another fmall Town little above two 
leagues off, through a plain, Tandy, and Ghampaigne Country. The next day wee 
had but ten leagues to travaile to a Town called Sc. Miguel, which belongeth unto 
Spaniards, and though it bee not a City, yet is as biggealmoft as San Salvador, and 
hath a Spanifb Governour; in it there is one Cloilter of Nuns, and another of Merce- 
narian Fryers, who welcomed mee unto their Cloiller • for here I began to (hew my 
face, and to think of felling away the Mule I rid on, being refolved from hence to goe 
by water or an Arm of the Sea, to a Town xnNicaragua called La Vieja. I would here 
have difmiffed my Indian, but hee was loth to leave me untill I got to Granada, where 
heedefired to fee mee fhipped. I refufed not his kind offer, becaufe I knew hee was 
trufty and had brought my Chefts well thither, and knew well the way to Granada. 
So I fent him by land to Realejo, or to La Vieja, which Hand very neere together and 
thirty leagues by land from St. Miguel,and my felf flayed that day and till the next day 
at noon in that Town,where I fold the mule,I rid on,becaufe I knew that from Realejo to 
Granadal could have of the Indians a Mule for nothing for a dayes journey.My Black- 
mores mule I fentalfo by land with the Indian,avA the next day went to the Gulfe^be- 
ing three or foure miles from St. Miguel, where that afternoone I tooke Boat with 
many other paffengert, and the next morning by eight in the morning was at La f^ieja, 

which journey by land would have taken meeup neere three dayes. The next day my 
Indian came at night, and wee went to Realejo, (as I haveobterved before ) a Haven 
very weak and unfortified on the South Sea ; where if I would have flayed one fort¬ 
night I might have taken (hipping for Panama, to goe from thence to Portabele, and 
there flay for tbeGaleons from Spain. But I confidered that the Galeons would not 
be here till June or J«/y,and that fo I fhould be at great charges in flaying fo long. But 
afterwards I wifhtd I had accepted ofthat occafion, for I was at laft forced to goe to 
Panama, and Portabelo. From hence to Granada I obferved nothing, but theplainneffe 
and pleafantneffe of the way, which with the fruits and fertility of all things may 
well make Nicaragua theParadifeof America. Betweene Realejo and Granada flandeth 
the City of Leon, neere unto a Vulcan of fire, which formerly burfl out atthetop, and 
did much hurt unto all the Country about; but fince that it hath ceafed, and now 
letteththe Inhabitants live without feare. Sometimes it fmokes a little, which fhew* 
eth that as yet there is within fome fulphurous fubflance. 

Here it was that a Mercenarian Fryer thought to have difeovered fome great trea fare, 
which 
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which might inrich himfclfeartd all that Country,being fully perfwaded that the me- 
tall that burned within that Vulcan was Gold • whereupon hee caufed a great Kettle 
tobeeraade, and hung atan iron chain to let ir doWnfrom thetop, think:ng there¬ 

with co take up gold enough to make him Bifhop and’to inrich his poor kindred. But 

fuchwas the power and itrength of the fire within, thatnofoonerhad hee let downe 
the Kettle, when it fell from the chain and from his hands being melted away* 

ThisCity of Leonis very curioufly built, for the chief delight of the Inhabitants 
confifteth in their houfes, and in the pleafure of the Country adjoyning, and in the 

abundance of all things tor the life of man, more then in any extraordinary riches, 
which there are not fo much injoyed, as in other parts of America. They are con¬ 

tented with fine gardens, with variety of finging birds, and parrets, with plenty of fifh 

and flefb, which k cheap* and with gay houfes, and fbjead a delicious, lazy and idle 

life; not afpiringmuchto trade and traffique, though they have neer unto them the 
Lake, which commonly every yeere fendeth forth fome Frigats to Havana by the 
North Sea, and Realejo on the South Sea, which to them might bee very commodious 

for any dealing and rich Trading in Per», or to Mixco, if their fpirits would carry 

them fo farre : The Gentlemen of this City are almoft as vaine and phantafticall as are 
thofeof Chiapa. And efpecially from the pleafure of this City, ia all that Province 
of Nicaragua, called by the Spaniards MahometsParadife. From hence the way is plain 

and Leveil to Granada, whither I got fafely and joyfully, hoping that now I had no 

more journey to make by land, till [ (hould land at Dover in England)and from thence 
poft up to London. Two dayes after I had arrived at this place and relied my felfe,and 

injoy ed the pleafant profpeft of the Lake, 1 began to think of difmiffing my Indian and 
Blackmore. But true and faithful! Miguel Vatva would by no meanes leave mee, till 

he faw me (hipped; and that I had no more need of him by land; Likewife the Indian 

would willingly have flayed, but by no meanes I Would permit him, for that I con- 
fidered hee had a wife and children to iooketo at home. Hee was as willing to re¬ 
turn a foot, as to ride, becaufe hee would have mee fellmy mules,and make what mo- 

ny I could of them ; but I feeing the good nature of the Indian, would rccompenCe 
his love with as much mony as might bee more beneficial! to him, then a tired Mule; 

which might have dyed in the way under him, and left him on foot; (o I gave him 

money enough to bear his charges home,and to hire Mules at his one pleafure, and fome 
to fpare,when he came home. The Indian with many teares falling from his eyes/ay- 

ing, hee feared hee fhould never more fee mee, tooke hfo leave of mee the third day after 
wee arrived at Granada, My Blackmore and I being left alone, fifrt began to thinke of 

felling away the two Mules, which had brought thither the Indian, and my Cherts* 

for which I got fourfeore and ten peeces of eight after (b long a journey,and thought 

they were well fold. I would have had Miguel have fold away that whereon hee ridi 

(which was his own Jand offered to buy him another that might better carry him back, 

but the loving and carefull Blackmore would not fuflfer mee to bee at foch charges,con- 
fidering the long journey which I was to make. After this,wee hearing that the fri¬ 
gats were not like to depart in a fortnight, thought of viewing well that ftately and 

pleafant Towne a day or two,and then to betake our felves to fome neer Indian Town, 
where wee might bee hid , (left by the great refort of Requa’s of Mules,which at that 

time brought Indigo and Cochinill from Guatemala to the Frigats, wee Ihould bee difc 
covered) and might now and then come to the Town to treat concerning my palling 

in one of the Frigats to the Havana or to Cartbagena. What in that Town wee obser¬ 
ved was, two Cloifters of Mercenarian and Francifoan Fryers, and one of Nuns, very 

rich; and one Parifh Church, which was as aCathedrall, for the Bifhop of Leon did 

more conftantly refide there then in the City .The h oh ft 8 are fairer then thole of Leons 

and theTown of more Inhabitants,among whom there afe fome few Merchants of very 
great wealth, and many of infericur degree very Well to paffe, who trade with Car- 

tkagena, Guatemala, San Salvador, and Cctnayagtia, andfomebytheSouthfeatoPe- 

r«andP<*«i*»w.Butatthistimeof the fending a way the frigats}thatTownisoneof the 

wealthieft in all the North Traft of America . for the Merchants of Guatemala fea¬ 

ring to fend all their goods bv theGulfe of Honduras, for that they have been often ta¬ 
ken by the Hollanders between that and Havaniy think it fafer to fend them by the fri* 
gats to Cartbagena, which paffage hath not been fo much flopped by the Hollanders as 

the other. So likewife many times the Kings treafiire, and revenues ( when there is 
R 3 any 



86 A Tfew Survey of the Weft-Indies. 

any reportof fhipsatfea, or about the Cape of St. Anthony ) are this way by the L ake 
ot Granada paffed toCartbagena.Tb.it yeer that I was there,bcfore I betooke my felfe to 

an IndianTowne, in one day there entred fix Requa’s ( which were at lead three hun¬ 

dred Mules) from St. Salvador and Comayagua oneiy, laden with nothing elfe but In¬ 

digo, Cochinil and Hides; and two dayes after from Guatemala came in three more, 

the oneladen with filver (which was the Kings tribute from that Countrey; the other 
withSugar, and the other with Indigo. The former Requa’s I feared not; but the 

latter made me keep dole within my lodging, left going abroad, Ifhould be knowne 

by fome of thofe that came from Guatemala 5 who after they had delivered what they 
brought, prefently departed, and with their depaiture fet mee at liberty, who 

for their fakes was a voluntary priloner within mine owne lodging. But fearing 

left more of thefe Requfsmight come and affright mee , I went to a Towneoutof 

the rode , a league from Granada, and took my pleafure up and downe the Countrey 
wherelwas much fealied by the Merctnarian Friers,who enjoy moftof thofeTowns. 
Amongft thefe I heard much of the pafiage in the frigots to Cartbagena,which did not 

a little di(hearten and difcoiirage me. For although , whilft they laile upon the Lake, 

they goe (ecurely and without trouble, yet when they fall from the Lake to the river 
(which there they cal! E/ Defaguadero) to goe out to the Sea,'bic labor, hoc opw eft9 here 

is nothing but trouble, which lometimes makes that fhort voyage to laft two moneths* 

for fuch is the fall of the waters in many places amongft the rockes, that many times 

they are forced to unlade the frigots,and lade them again with helpe of Mules which 
arc there kept for that purpofe, by a few Indianj that live about the river,and have care 

of the Lodges made for to lay in the ware?,whileft the frigots paffe thorow thofe dan¬ 

gerous places to another Lodge, whither the wares are brought by Mules,and put a* 
gaine into the frigots. Befide this trouble ( which muft needs be tedious to a paf- 

fenger, ?o be thus (topped, who would willingly comefooneto his journeys end ) 
the abundance of gnats is fuch, which maketh him to take no joy in hisvoiage,and 
the heat in fome places fo intolerable, that many doe die before they get out to the fea. 
Though all this was terrible to me to hear, yet I comforted my felfe that my life was 
in the hands of the Lord,and that the frigots did commonly every yeer paffe that way, 

and feldome any were loft. I went now and then to Granada to bargai ne fox my paf- 
fage, and to know when the frigots would for certaine fet out, and to provide my 

felfe of fome dainties and Chocolattefor my journey, having agreed with aMafterof 
a frigot for my diet at his table. The time was appointed within foure or five dayes; 
but (uddainly all was croffed with a ftrift command from Guatemala, that the frigots 
ftiould not goe out that yeer, becaufe the Prefident and whole Court was informed 

forcertaine that fome Eng/ip or Holland pip j Was abroad at fea, and lay about the 
mouth of the river or Defaguadero waiting for the frigots of Granada^and that the laid 
were lometimes lurking about the Iflands of St.John, and St.Catharine ( which then 

was our Providence ) which made all the Merchants of the Countrey to feareand 
fweat with a cold fweat, and the Prefident to be carefull for the Kings revenues, left 

the lode of them fhould be imputed to his wilfull negligence, in flopping the frigots, 
whilft he might, and had warning given. This was but fad new es untome, who 

knew not for the pre(ent,which way to difpofe of my felfe. I began to thinke of the 
fhip that was at Realtjo ready to fet out to Panama,thinking that would now be my beft 
courle, but enquiring after it, 1 was for certaine informed by fome Merchants that 

it was newly gone. Then my eyes looked upon Comayagua and Truxillo, and upon the 

(hips of Honduraf, but thefe were but vaine and troubled thoughts, arifing from a 
perplexed heart, for the fhips were alfo gone from thence, without fome fmall vefftli 

or friaot might be there with newes from Havana or Cartbagena (for thofe places fend 
oftenWord and notice of what fhips are abroad at fea}but this alfo was a meet chance, 
and not to be tru (led unto, as my friends did advife, and counfell me. Whereupon 

my perplexity more and more increafed; oneiy wy comiort was that there were more 

paffengers befidesmy felfe, who I knew muft take fome courfe, and whom I alfo refol¬ 
ded to follow by fea, or land. Amongft us all we were once refolving to hire a 
frigottocarry us oneiy toCartbagena, but this would not bee granted, for no body 

would hazard hisvtffeland life for our fakes Whileft we were thus diftreffed and per¬ 
plexed enquiring about Granada of the Merchants what courfe we might taketoget 

to Spaine that yeer, or to meet with the Havana or Cartbagena, one that wifbed us well, 
counlelled 
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counfclled us to goe to Coflarica, where at Carthago we ffiould be fure to hear of fome 
velfels bound for Portobel, either from the river called de las Anznelos, or from the ri¬ 
ve r called Suere, from whence every ycer went out fome fmall frigots to carry Meale, 
Bacon, Fowles, and other provifion for theGaleons to Vortohd. This we thought 
was a hard and difficult, and of neer a hundred and fifty leagues,oVer mountaines and 
through defarts, where we ffiould mifle thepleafure, variety, and dainties of Gua¬ 

temala andNicaragua, and after all this peradventure might mifle of an opportunity 
of any frigot bound to Portobelo. Yet fo unwilling were we all to returne to Guatema- 

. frorn whence we came,that we would rather go forward,and undergoe any difficul- 
ties/o that at laft we might find any (hipping to convey us where we might meet with 
the Galeons, which we knew were not to come to Portob 1, till the month of June or 
July. We therefore agreed foure of us, three Spaniards and my felfe,to goe to Cpfta* 
rica, and there to trie our fortune. They had each of them ( as my felfe had ) 
carriage for one Mule,and none to ride on; hut thought it their beft way to buy each 
of them a Mule to carry them, which they hoped after their journey to (ell againe at 
Coflarica , and to get mony by them,and for their carriages to hire Mules and Indians 

fromTownetoTowne, who alfo might ferve to guide us through many dangerous 
places and paflages, which we underftood were in the way. Now I wiffiedlhad my 
Mule which I fold at San Miguel, or any one of the two which I fold before in Grana•» 

da. But for my mony I doubted not, with the helpe of my BJad^-tnore, but I ffiould 
find one for my purpofe. I furniffied my felfe very fpeedily, for fifty peeces of eight, 
of one which I feared not would performe my journey. My good and trufty BlacC. 

wore would willingly have gone on with me, and further round the world if I would 
have permitted him 5 but I would noc; but £ thanked him heartily for what he 

done, and gave him money enough in his purfc,and difmiffed him ) hoping that 
the company of the three Spaniards would befufficient comfort unto me. 

Thus with one Indian to guide us we fee four of us out of Granada, enjoying for 
the two firft daies more of the pleafure of that Mahomets paradife Nicaragua, finding 
the way for the moft part plain, the Townes pleafant, the Countrey ffiady,and every 
where fruits abounding. Thefecondday after we fet out, we were much affrighted 
with a huge and monttrous Caiman or Crocodile, which having come out of the 
Lake ( which wc pafled by ) and lying erode a puddle of water bathing himielfe, and 
waiting for fome prey, as we perceived after, whom we not knowing well at the firft, 
butthinking that it had been fome tree that was felled or fallen,pa(Ted clofe by it-when 
on a fuddain we knew the (cales of the Cayman, and faw the monfter ftir and move 
and fet himfelf again!!: us5 wherewith we made haft from him,bue he thinking to have 
made fome of us his greedy prey, ran after us, which when we perceived,and that he 
was like to overtake us, we were much troubled, until! one of the Spaniards( who knew 
better the nature & quality of that beaft then the reft)called upon us to turn on one fide 
out of the way,and to ride on ftraightfor a while,and then to turn on another fidc-and 
lo to circumflex our way3which advice of his without doubt faved mine, or fome of 
the others lives,for thus we wearied that mighty monfter and efcaped from him, who 
(had we rid out ftraightway)had certainly overtaken us,and killed fome mule or man 
for his ftraight forward flight was as fwift as our Mules could run^but whilft he turned 
and w heeled about his heavy body, we got ground and advantage till we left him far 
behind us; and by this experience we came to know the nature and quality of that 
beaft, whofe greatnefle of body is no hinderance to rUn forward as (wift as a Mule * 
but otherwife,as the Elephant once laid down is troubled to get up, fo this monfter 
is heavy and ftiffe^and therefore much troubled to turneand wind about his body. We 
praifed God who had that day delivered us, and riding for a while by the fide of the 
lake,we were watchful that we might not fall again into the like danger.But the great- 
neffe of this lake of Granada may from hence be knowne,in that the fecond and third 
day of our journey, being at lead threefcore miles from whence we fet out we now 
and then found our way lying by it. Afcerthat wee had wholly loft* the fight 
of it, we began to enter into rough and craggy way es, declining more to the South 
then to the North fea. And in all the reft of our journey to Carthago, we obferved 
nothing worth committing to pofterity, but onely mighty woods and trees on the 
South fea fide, very fit for to make ftrong (hips, and many mountaines and defert pla-* 
ces, where we lay fomedmes two nights together, either in woods or open fields, far 

from 
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* from any Town or habitation of Indians, yet^rour comfort in thefe (o dtTeitplaces w* 
had ttil a guide with us,and found lodges,which by the command of the neerettjuftlces 
had been fet up for fuch as travelled that way. We came at laft through thoufand dan¬ 
gers to thecity of Carthago,which we found not to be fo poor as in richer p]aces,as Gua- 
tmala and Nicaragua it was reported to be. For there we had occalion to inquire after 
Tome Merchants tor exchange of gold andfilver, and wee found that fomewere very 
rith, who traded by Land and Sea with Panama, and by Sea with Portobelo, Cartha- 

oena, and Havana, and from thence with Spain. This City may conlift of fonre hun¬ 
dred Families, and is governed by a Spanifh Governour; It is a Eifhops Sea, and hath 
in it three Cloifters, two of Fryers, and one of Nuns. Here wee began to enquire af¬ 
ter that which had brought us through fomany Mountaines, Woods and deferts, to 
wit, after fome fpeedy occalion of (hipping our (elves for Portahelo or Carthagena; and 
according to our delires wee underftood of one Frigat almoft ready to let out from the 
River called De los Anzuelos, and another from the River Sum 3 and being well in¬ 
formed that Suerc would bee the beft place for us to Travaile unto by reafon of more 
provilion in the way, more Towns of and Eftancia’s of Spaniards, we rclolved 
within foure dayes after wee had refted mCarthago,to undertake a new journey toward* 
the North Sea. Wee found that Country mountainous in many places, yet here and 
there fome Valleys where was very good corn, Spaniards living in good Farmes,who 
as well as the Indians bred many hogs 5 but the Townes of Indians we found much 
unlike to thofe which wee had left behind in Nicaragua and Guatemala. and the people 
in curtefieand civility much differing from them, and of a rude and bold carriage 
and behaviour towards us; yet they are kept under by the Spaniards, as much as thofe 
whom I have formerly fpoken of about Gnatemala. Wee came in fo good a time to 
the River Snare, that wee flayed there but three dayes in a Spanifh Farm neere unto it, 

and departed. 
The Matter of the Frigat was exceeding glad of our company, and offered to carry 

mee for nothing, but for my prayers to God for him, and for a fafe paffage; which 
hee hoped would not bee above three or four daics failing. What hee carried was no¬ 
thing but (ome Hony, Hides, Bacon, meal and fowles. The greatett danger he told us 
of, was the fetting out from the River,(which runs in fome places with a very ftrong 
ftream, is (hallow and full of rocks in other places) till wee come forth to the maine 
Sea. Whither we got out fafely and had not failed on above twenty leagues,when we 
difeovered two (hipsmaking tow ards us 5 our hearts began to quake, and the Matter 
himfelfe of the Frigat wee perceived was not without feare, who fufpe&ed that they 
were Englijb, or Holland Ships 3 wee had no guns nor weapons to fight with, fave onc- 
ly foure or five Muskets and half a dozen Swords 3 wee thought the wings of our nim¬ 
ble Frigat might be our beft comfort, and flying away our chiefeft fafety. But this 
comfort foon began to fail us, and our beft fafety was turned into neer approaching 
danger 5 for before wee could flie oh five leagues towards Portohel, wee could from our 
Top Matt eafily perceive the two Ships to be Hollanders, and too nimble for our little 
Vdlell, which prefentlv oneof them (which being a Man of Warre, was too much 
and too ftrong for our weakneffe) fetchtup, and with a thundring Meffagemade us 
ftrike Saile. Without any fighting wee durft not but yeeld, hoping for better mercy. 
But O what fad thoughts did here run to and fro my dejefted heart, which was (truck 
down lower then our Saile ? How did I fometimes look upon Deaths frighting vi(age> 
But if again I would comfort and incourage my felfe againft this feare of Death; 
how then did l begin to fee an end of all my hopes of ever more returning to my wi- 
fhed and defired Country > How did I fee that my treafure of Pearles,pretious Stones, 
and peecesof Eight, and golden Piftols, which by fingingl had got in twelve yeers 
fpace, now within one halfe houre ready to be loft with weeping, and become a fure 
prey to thofe who with as much ea(e as 1 got them, and with laughing were ready to 
fpoile mee of all that with the found of Flutes, Waits and Organs I had fo long been 
hording up t Now I faw I muft forcedly andfainedly offer up to a Hollander what fu- 
perftitious, yea alfo forced and fained offerings of Indians to their Saints of Mixco, 

Pinola, Amatitlan and Petapa had lor a while enriched mee. My further thoughts were 
(bone interrupted by the Hollanders who came abordour Frigat with more fpeed then 
wee defired. Though their Swords, Muskets and Piftols did not a little terrifie, yet 
Wee were fomewhat comforted, when wee underftood who was their chief Captaine 

and 
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and Commander,and hoped for more mercy from him, who had been born and 
brought up amongft Spaniards, then from the Hollanders,who as they were little bound 
unto the Spanifh Nation for mercy, fo did wee expeft little from then). The Captain 
of this Holland Ship which took us was a Mulatto,born and bred in Havana, wbofe Mo¬ 
ther I faw and fpoke with afterwards that fameyeer, when the Galeons (truck into 
that Port to expeft there the reft that were to come from Vera Cruz. This Mulatto 
for fome wrongs which had been offered unto him from fome commanding Spaniards 
in the Havana, ventured himfelf defperately in a boat out to the Sea,where wTere fome 
Holland Ships waiting for a prize, and with Gods faeJpe getting unto them, yeelded 
himfelf to their mercy, which hee efteemed farre better then that of his own Country¬ 
men ,promifing to ferve them faithfully againft his owne Nation, which had moftin- 
jurioufly and wrongfully abufed,yea arjd (as I was afterwards informed) whipped him 
in the Havana. 

This Mulatto proved fo true and Faithful 1 in his good fervicesunto the Hollanders, 
that they efteemed mnch of him, marryed him to one of their Nation,and made him 
Captain of a Ship under that brave and gallant Hollander whom the Spaniards then 
fo much feared, and named, PiedePalo, or WooddenLeg. This famous Mulatto it 
Was that with his Sea Souldiers borded ourFrigat, in the which hee had found little 
Worth hisdabour, had it not been for the Indians offerings which I carry ed with mee, 
of which I loft that day t he worth of four thoufand Patacons or peecesor eight in 
pearles, and pretious ftones, and neer three thoufand more in money. The other 
Spaniards loft fome hundreds a peece, which was fo rich a prize, that it made the Hol¬ 
landers ftomach loath the reft of our grofle provifion of Bacon, Meale and Fowles, and 
our money tafted fweeter unto them, then the Hony which our Frigat alfo afforded 
them. Other things I had (as a Quilt to lie on, fome Bookes, and Lamina’s, which 
are pi&uresin brafie, and clothes) which I begged of that Noble Captaineche Mu-' 
latto, who confidering my Orders and calling, gave mee them freely, andwiftiedme 
to bee patient, faying that hee could doe no otherwife then he did with my mony and 
Pearles, and ufing that common Proverbe at Sea, Oy por mi, manana per ti, today 
fortune hath been for mee, to morrow it may bee for thee : or to day I have got what 
to mo.rrow I may Iofe again.Here I made ufe alfo of that common faying,that il gotteri 
goods never thrive,and perceived it was the will of my heavenly Father to take from me 
what fo unlawfully by fuperftitious and idolatrous Mafles,by Offerings unto Idols and 
Statues of Saints I had got amongft the Indians. I offered in lieu of thole former offer¬ 
ings my will unto my Lord Gods will, defiring him to grant mee patience to bear that 
great Ioffe. I confeff^, though it was very croffe to fie(h and blood , yet I found an 
inward fpirituall ftrengthning from above,and to be very true what Pan/writes to the 
Hebrews in the 12 Chapter , and Verle 11. faying. No chaining for the prefent feemeth to 
bee joyous, hut grievous, nevertheless afterward it yeeldetb the peaceable fruit of rigbteouf- 

nejfe unto them which are exercifd thereby : for that very day I found my inward man 
quiet and peaceable with a full and totall fubmifiion unto the holy will of God, 
which Idefiredmight bee done in earth, in the Sea, and performed and obeyed by me 
at that prefent, as itisalwayes done in heaven. And although this was my beft and 
chief comfort, yet from the creature by the Creators permiflion I had alfo fome com¬ 
fort left in a few piftols, fome (ingle, fome double, which I had fowed up in 
my Quilt (which the Captain reftored unto mee, faying it was the bed I lay in) and 
in the doublet which I had at that prefent, which mounted to almoft a thoufand 
Crownes, and in their fearching was not found out. After the Captain and Soul- 
diers had well viewed their prize, they thought of refrefhing their ftomacks with fome 
of our provifion; the good Captaine made a ftately dinner in our Frigat^nd invited 
mee unto it, and knowing that I was going towards the Havana, befides many other 
brindi’s or healths, hee drank oneunto his mother, defiring mee to fee her, and tore- 
member him unto her, and how that for her fake hee had uied mee well and courte¬ 
ously in what hee could 5 andfurtherat Table hee laid that for my fake hee would 
give us our Frigat that wee might return again to land, and that I might find out from 
thence fome later way and means to get to Portobelo, & to continue on my journey uri- 
to Spain. Afterdinner I conferred with theCaptain alone,andtold him thatl was no 
Spaniard, but an Englijb man born,(hewing him the Licence which I had from Ronfe to 
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goc to 'England, and that therefore I hoped, noc being of an enemy nation to the 
Hollanders, he would reftore unto me what goods were mine. But all this was of lit¬ 
tle confequence with him, who had already taken pofleflion of mine, and all other 
goods in the (hip* he told me, I muftfuffer with thole, among!} whom I was found, 
and that I might as wel claime all the goods in the (hip for mine. I delired him then to 
carry me along with him to Holland^ that from thence I might get to England, which 
alfo he refufed to doe, telling me that he went about from one place to another, and 
knew not when he (hould goe to Holland9 and that he was daily ready to fi^ht with a- 
ny Spanifi (hip, and if he fhould fight with the Spaniards whilft I was in his !fr'p,his 
fouldiers in their hot blood might be ready to doe me a mifehiefe, thinking I would 
doe them harm,if in fightthey fhculd be taken by the Spaniards. With thefe his anfwers 
I faw there was no hope of getting againewhat now was loif,therefore ( as before ) 
I commended my felfe againe to Gods providence and protc&ion. The Sculdiers 
and Mariners of the Holland (hip , made haft thatafrernoone, to unlodethe goods 
of our Frigat into their Man of warre,which tooke them upthat.and part of the next 
day, whilft we as prifoners were wafting up and down the fea with them. And where¬ 
as we thought our mony had fatisfied themenough,and to the full,we found the next 
day that they had alfo a ftomack to our fowles and Bacon, and wanted our Meale to 
make them bread, and our hony to fweenn their mouthes, and our Hydes for fhooes * 
andbootes; all which they tooke away, leaving me my Quilt, Bookes, and brafle 
pi&ures, and to the Matter of the frigat fomefmall provihon, as much as might car¬ 
ry us to land, which was not far off, and thus they tooke their leaves of us, than¬ 
king us for their good entertainment, And we weary of fueh guefts, fome praying 
toGod that they might never entertaine the like againe, fomecurfing them all, and 
efpecially the Mulatto to hell, calling him Renegado; feme thanking God for their 
lives which were given them for a prey, we all returned again to Sm re from whence we 
hadfetout, and going up the river, were almoft like to bee caft away, and lofe our 
lives, after we had loft our goods. When we came to land, the Spaniards about the 
Countrey pitied our cafe,and helped us wi$h almes gathering a Colle&ion for us, The 
three Spaniards of my company loft all their mony and moft of their beft clothes, yet 
they had referved fome bills of Exchange for money to be taken up at fortobel?. which 
I wifhed I had alfo for what I had loft. For theprefentwe knewnot what 
courfe to take; we thought of going to Rio de la Anzuelos, but we were informed 
that certainly the frigats there were either gone, or would be gone before we could get 
thither; and if they flayed not with the newes of the Ho#Wer/fbips at fea, they ei¬ 
ther already were or would be their prize,a* we had been. We refolved therefore with 
the charitable aftiftance of the Spaniards about the Countrey to returne again to Car¬ 

thage and from thence to take fome better direftions.In the way we conferred what 
wehadfaved, the Spaniards bragged yet of their bills of Exchange, which would 
yeeld them mony at Carthago, I wo uld not let them know what 1 had laved, but fome- 
whatltold them I had kept • and we agreed all the way we went to fignifie nothing 
but poverty and mifery, that the Indians and Spaniards in the way might pitty and 
commiferate us, and our great Ioffes. When we came toCartbago we were indeed 
much pittied, and Collections were made for us; and as it was cxpe&ed from mee, 
that I fhould fing againe at the Altars ( who truely could rather have cried to fee and 
confider my many misfortunes and difafters, which I defired might at laft by a fafere¬ 
turne to England, prove the trials of the faith I intended to fear’ch outjand that I 
fhould preach wherefbever I came ; foby thefe two Waies, of Urging and of hud- 
ling over Vominus vobifeurn and the reft of theMafle, and by accepting of what Ser¬ 
mons were recommended unto me, I began againe to ftore my felfe with monies. Yet * 
I knew that in fuch a poore Countrey as that was, where I was little knowne,I could 
not poffibly get enough to bring me home with credit into England. and therefore the 
cunning enemy finding me to ftand upon my credit, began ftrongly to tempt me to re¬ 
turne againe to Guatemala ( where I doubted not but I fhould be welcomed and enter- 

' tained by my friends ) and to fettle my felfe there, untill I had againe by facrilegi- 
ous, bale, fuperftitious, and idolatrous means, and works, made up a new purfeto 
returne with credit home. 

But I perceiving that God already had (hewed himfelfe angry,and juftly taken from 
roe, what by unkwfull meanes I had in twelve yeers obtained,bad Satan avaunt, pur- 

pofing 

# • . r 
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poling never more to returne to the flefhpets ot Egypt, and to goe Hill heme-tvards, 

though in the way I did beg my bread. Yetf Jelt Imightbe iufpe&ed amongft the 

Spaniardand troubled for not (xerul'ng my orders and funfticn ) I refolved to take 
what as to a ftrangera nd traveller for preaching or any other exeicife might be offer¬ 

ed unto me. 
Thus with courage refolving to goe on Bill towards England, I enquired at Carthago 

which way I might get to Portobelo. Butthis dooreof hope was fa ft (hut up* though 
my truft in Gods providence was not weakened. In this leafon, there came to Car- 
ibagoiibme two or three hundred Mules unfadled or unloaden with forne Spaniards, 7«- 

dians, and Blach^morer, from the parts of Comajagua and Guatemala to convey them 
to Panama by land, over the mountaines of Veragua there to be fold. This is the yeer- 

ly and cn^Iy trading by land, which Guatemala, Contajfagtta , and Nicaragua, hath 

with Panama over that narrow IJlbmw lying between the North, and South fea, 

which is very dangerous by jeifon of the craggy waies, rockcs, and mountaines,but 
moreefpeciaIly,by reafon of many Heathens,Barbarians and favage people, which as 

yet are not conquered by the Spaniards,and fometimesdo great hurt and mifehief, and 

kill thofe that with Mules pafle through their Countrey, efpecially if they mifdemean 

themfelves, or pleafe them §not well. Yet for all thefe difficulties,! was entertaining a 
thought to go along with thofe Mules and Spaniards,which. were now on their way by 

land to Panama.The three Spaniards were halfeof the fame mindjbut the providence of 

God who better ordereth a p.d difpofeth mans affaires then he himfelfe, difappointed 
thefe our thoughts for our good and fafety, as after we were informed ; for we heard 
for certain at Nicoya, that fome ot thofe Mules and Spaniards were killed by the Barba- 

rians and favage Indians, amongft whom my life might have been loft, if I had attem¬ 
pted that hard and dangerous journey^frotn which many well withers at Carthago did 

diffwade me,both for che danger of the Indians, and for the difficulties of the waies and 
mountaines, which they told me the weakeneffe of my body would never indure. Af¬ 

ter we had wholly defifted from this Land journey, the beft counfelI,that we had from 
fome Merchants our friends, was to try whether Mar del Zur, or the South fea,wou!d 

favour our deligne and journey,better thenthe Mar del Norte, or the Nort » fea had 

done* who wiffied us to goe to Nicoya, and from thence to Cbira, and to the Golfo de 

Salinas, where they doubted not but we fhould find fhipplng to Panama. Wee were 

willing to follow any good advife and cotjnfell; yet we knew that this was the laft ffiifc 
which we could make,and the»0K plus ultra of our hopes,and that if here we fhould be 
difappointed, we could expert no other way ever to get to Panama, except we fhould 

venture our lives moft defperately over the mountaines of Vsragua, and by land with¬ 

out any guide or company through the Countrey of the Barbarians, (who before 

had flaine fome Spaniards pafiing that way ) or elfe fhould returne againe, all the way 
that we h ad come,to Re ale jo, where our hopes might be fruftrated, and peradventure 

no (hipping found for Panama, without a yeers waiting for it. 
We refolved therefore to follow this our friends counlell, and to goe yet to Nicoya, 

and from thence to Golfo deSalinas, where laughing, I told the three Spaniards of my 

company, that if we were difappointed, we would like Hercules fet up a Pillar to e- 
ternize our fame, with our names, and this infeription upon it. Non plus 'Ultra, for 
thatbeyond it there was no other Port, Haven, orplacc, to take (hipping to Panama^ 

neither could any man have done more (nor ever did any Englijb man in that Coun¬ 

trey doe more then my felfe) then wee had done, but efpecially my felfe, who from 
Mexico had thus travelled by land to Nicoya at leaft fix hundred leagues, or eighteen 

hundred Englijb miles ftraighc from North to South,befides what I had travelled from 
r’era Cruz to Mexico, and from Guatemala to Per a Paz, and to Puerto de CavaBospr 

Goifo dulce-, and from thence to Trujillo, and from thence back againe to Guatemala 9 

which was at leaft thirteen or'fourteen hundred Englijb miles more,which I thought to 
eternize upon a pillar at Nicoya. Eut what there was not ere&ed, I hope here (hall be 

eternized, and that this my true and faichfull Hiftory (bail bee a Monument of three 
thoufand,and three hundred miles travelled by an English man,within the main land of 

America, befides other fea navigations to Panama,hom Port abet to Cartbagena, and from 

thence unto the Havana.The way which we travelled fromCartbagoto Nicoya was very 

mountainous,hard,8t unpleafant,for we met with few Eftancia’s of Spaniards,and few 

Indian To tv ns, andthofevery poor, final, and all of deje&cd and wretched people. Yet 
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Nicoja is a pretty Towne, and head of a Spanijh government, where wee found one 

Jufio de Salazar, Alcalde Maior, who entertained us very well, and provided lodg¬ 

ings for us for the time that wee fhould abide there, and comforted us with hopeful 
wo rds, th at though for the prefent there Was no (hip or frigat in the Golfe of Salman,* 
yet he doubted not, but very Ihortly one would come from Panama thither, for Salt 
and other commodities, as yeerly they were wont.The time of the yeer when we came 

thither, was a fit time for me to getagaine fome monies after my great Ioflt;for it was 
in Lent wl.icii is the Friers chiefelt harveft, who ( as I have before obferved ) then by 
Confeftions and by giving the Communion get many money offerings. 

The time, and the Franchean Frier who had the Paftorfhip and charge of that 

Towne, were both very commodious unto me,wbo could not refufe as long as I flay¬ 
ed there to exercife my funaion, left 1 fhould bring a juft caufe of fufpition and afper- 

llon upon my felfe. The Frier of theTownewasa Pertingal, who about three weeks 
before my camming thither had had a very great bickering and ftrife with Jufte de Sa¬ 
lazar die Alcalde Maior, for defending the Indians, whom Salazar did grievoufly 

oppreffe, employing them in his, and his wifes fervice as flaves, and not paying them 
what tor the fweat ot their browes was due unto them, and commanding them to be 

from their home and from their wives, and from their Church upon the Sabbath, 
working tor him as well that day as any other. Which the Frier not enduring, char¬ 
ged them in the pulpit, not to obey any fuch unlawfull commands from their Alcalde 

■y*lc?r» *^uc JHfl° ([e Salazar ( who had been trained up in warres and fighting, and 
had leived former] y in the Caftle of Atilan) thought it a great difparagement unto him, 

n^w £l°. cur^ by a Frier, and by fitch a one to be interrupted in his government of 
the lndian^and in the waies of his owne lucre and gaine. Therefore after many bit¬ 

ter woids and defiances, which had pafled between him and the Frier, he came one 
day reiolutely to the Friers houfe with his (word drawne • and certainly had not the 

Frier been affilled by fome of the Indians, he had killed him. The Frier being as hot 
as he, and {landing upon his calling. Orders, and Preifthood , prefuming that hee 
durft not touch h:m violently,left his priviledge fhould bring an excommunication up¬ 
on the flriker and offendour, would not fiie from him, but dared him boldly; which 

was aiftrong provocation to Salazars heat and paflion, andcaufcd him to lift up his 

iword, and aime his blow and ftroke at the Frier, which fell fo unhappily that with 

it he ftruckeof two of the Friers fingers,and had undoubtedly feconded another blow 

lll<jrn^1UrttU^ danrous to ^^e Frier, had not the Indians interpofed thrmfelves, 
and fhu». up their Preilt into his chamber. Jufio was for this a£tion excommunicated, 

yet tor that he wasaman of high authority, hefoonegotoff his excommunication 

from the Bifhop of Costarica , and lent his complaint to the Chancery of Guatemala 

againit the Frier, where with friends and raony he doubted not but to overcome the 
Mendicant Preift, as it happened after; for C as I was informed ) hee caufed the Frier 
to be lent for up to the Court, and there prevailed fo much againft him, that he got 
him to be removed from Nicoya. In this feafon the Frier kept his houfe and chamber* 

and would bf no means goe out to the Church, either to fay Maffe, or to preach , or 

hear Conftflions, (ali which that time of the yeer did require of him ) but had got 

one tohelpe him ; who alone not being able to performefo great a charge of many 
hundred Indians, Spaniards, Black^tnores, and Mulatto's, who from the Countrey 

Without, and from the Towne within expected to have their Confelfions heard, their 

ims a foiyed, the word preached, and the Communion to be given them ; hearing of 
my comn.jngdefirtd me to aftift and helpe him, and that for my paines I fhould have 
my meat and drinke at his table, and a Crowne daily for every Mafle,and u hatfoever 
elfe the people fhould voluntarily offer, betides the Sermons, which fhould be well re¬ 

warded unto me. 1 ftaied in this Towne from the fecond week of Lent untill Eafter 

weeke, where whac with three Sermons at ten Crowries a peece, what with my daily 

llipend and many other offerings, I got aboutan hundred and fifty Crownes. 
The weeke before Eafter newes came of a frigat from Panama to Golfo de Salinas, 

which much comforted us, who already began to miftruft the delay.The Matter of the 
frigat came to Nicoya, which is as Court thereabouts; and with him the three Spani¬ 
ards and my felfe agreed for our paffage to Panama. About Cbira, Golfo de Salinas, and 
Nicoya, there are fome farmes of Spaniards, few and very fmall Indian Townes, who 

arc all like flaves employedjby the Alcalde Maior, to make him a kind of thred called 

Pita, 
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Pica, which is a very rich Commodity in Spain, efpecially of that colour wherewith 

it is dyed in thefe parts of Niceja, which a is purple colour; for the which the Indians 

are here much charged to work about the Sea (hpre, and there to finde out certain ftels, 

wherewich they make this purple dye. 
There are alfo fhels for other colours, which are not knowne to be fo plentifully In 

any other place as here. About Chita and Golfode Salinas the chief commodities are 

Sak,Hony,Maiz, fome Wheat and Fowles, which every yeer they fend by fome few 

Frigats to Panama, which from thence come on purpofo to fetch them with this pur¬ 

ple coloured tbred, or Pita, which Ihavefpokenof. The Frigat which came when 
I was there,was foon laden with thefe Commodities,and with It we fet out hoping to 

have been at Panama within five or fix dayes. But as often before we had been eroded, 

fo likewife in this ihort paflage wee were ftriving wich the Wind, Sea, and Corrientes, 
as they are called ('which are fwift ftreamesas of aRiverJ fourehill weekes. After 

the firft day that wee fet out, wee were driven with a wind and ftorme towards Peru, 

till wee came under the very /Equino&iall line, where what with tfcceflive heat, what 
with mighty ftormes, we utterly defpaircd of life.But after one week that we had thus 

run towards, it pleated God ia whom and by whom all creatures live , move, and 

have their being, to comfort us againe with hopes of life, lending us aprofperousgaie, 
which drove us out of that Equino&iall heat, and ftormy Sea. towards the Iflands of 

Perlas, and Puerta de Chame3\ying on the South fide of the Mountaines of Veragm, from 

whence wee hoped within two dayes at the mod, to be at reft and Anchor at Panama; 
But yet thefe our hopes were fruftrated, for there our Wind was calmed,and we fell up¬ 
on thofe firong Corrientes or ftreams, which drave us back in the night for the fpace 

of almoft a fortnight as much as wee had failed in the day. Had not God againe been 
merciful here unto us,we had certainly perifhed in this our ftriving with the ftream; for 
although wee wanted not provifionoi food, yetourdrink failed U3fo, thatforfoure 
dayes wee tafted neither drop of wine or water, or any thing that might quench our 

thirft, fave onely a little hony which wee found did caufe more tbirft in us,which made, 

mee and fome others to drinK our own Urine, and to refirefh our mouthes with peeces 

of lead bullets, which did for a while refrefb, bat would not long have fufficed Na- 
ture,had not Gods good Providence lent us fuch a wind which in the day drave us quite 

off from thofe Corrientes. Our firft thoughts were then to ftrike either to the Conti- 

nent,or fome Ifland of many which were about us to feek for water,finding our bodies 

weak and languifhing; which the Captaine of the Ship would by no meanes yeeld un¬ 
to, affuring us that that day hee would land us at Panama * but wee not being able to 

foilc on without drink, unleffe wee ihouid yeeld to have our dead and not live bodies 
landed where hee promifed, thought it no good purchafe though we might buy all 

Panama with our lives, which wee judged could not hold out another day ; and feeing 

that the wind began to flacken, we all required him to ftrike into fome Ifland for wa¬ 

ter* which he ftubbornly refufed and denyed to doe; whereupon the three Spaniards and 

fome of the Mariners mutined againft him with drawn Swords,threatning to kill him 
if he betooke not himfolfe prefently to fome Ifland. The good Mafter thought it bad 

fportto foe Swords at his breaft, and fo commanded his Ship to bee turned to two or 

three Iflands,which were not above two or three houres fail from us. When we drew* 

nigh unto them, wee caft our Anchor, and our Cock-boat, and happy was hee that 
could firft caft himfolf into it to be rowed to land to fill his belly wich water. The 

firft Ifland wee landed upon» was on that fide unhabitable,where wee Ipent much time 

running to and fro,over heating our folves and increasing our thirft * thus whilft one 

ran one way, and another tryed another to find out fome fountain, our hopes being 

fruftrated and I loft in the Wood, and my Ihoocs torne from my feet,with ftony rocks, 
and many thornes and bufhes in other places; my company betook themfolves to the 

Cock-boat to try another Ifland, leaving mee alone, and loft in the Wood * oiiC 
of which at Jaft when I came, and found the Cock-boat gone from theihore, I began 

toconfider myfolf a dead man, thinking that they had found water and were gone 

to Ship, and not finding mee would hoifenp their (ailes for Panama. Thus being 

dejefted I cryed out to the Ship, which I perceived Gould not poflibly hear my weak 

<voyce, and running up and down the Rocks to foe if I could difoover the Cockboat, 

I perceivedic was not with the Ship, and efpied it at the next Ifland. With this I be¬ 

gan to hope better things of them that they would call for mee when they had gotten 
S ~ water % 
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water; fol came down from the Rocks to the plain (hore, where l found a fhade.of 
trees and amongft them fome berries (which might have been poifon, for I knew 
them not) wherewith l refrelhed my mouth for a while. bat my body fo burned that 
I thought there with heat, weaknelfe and faintnefle 1 (hould have expired and given up 
the Ghoft. I thought by dripping my felfe naked and going into the Sea unto my 
neck I might thus refrtlh my body, which 1 did, and commingout againe into the 
{hade*, I fellintoa deep deep, in fo nmch that the Cock-boat comming for mee, and 
the company hollowing unto mee, I awaked not, which made them feare chat I was 
dead or loft; till landing, one fearched for mee oneway, and another another, and 
fo they found me,who might have been a prey to fome wild Beaft,or dept till the Frigat 
had pone away, andfo have perilhed in a barren and unhabitable Sfland. When they 
awaked mee, 1 was glad to fee my good company, and the firft thing I enquired for, 
was if they had got any water; they bad mee bee of good cheere and a rile, for they 
had water enough, and Oranges and Lemmons from another Idand, where they met 
with Spaniards that did inhabit it. I made hafte with them to the Boat,and no fooner 
was I entred into it, but they gave mee to drink as much as I Would. The water waa 
warme and unfetled, for they could not take it up fo but that they tooke of t rie gravell 
and bottome of the Fountain, which made it look: very muddy ; yet for all this ( as 
though my life had depended upon it) 1 drank up a whole pot oi it • which no iooner 
hadldranke, but fuch was the weaknelfe of my ftomackthat it prefenxly caft it up a- 
gaine not being able to beare it. With this they wifhed me to eat an Orange ora Lem¬ 
mon • bat them alfo did my ftomack rejeft- fo to our Frig at wet went, and in the 
way l fainted fo that the company verily thought I would die, before wee got aboard. 
When wee came thither I Called againe for water, which was no fooner downe my ito- 
mack, but prefently up again; they had mee to bed with a burning Feaver upon mee; 
where I lay that night expefting nothing but death, and that the Sea fnouldbee my 

g The Mafter Of the Ship feeing the wind was turned,began to bee much troub!ed,and 
feared that with that wind he (hould never get to Panama. He refolved to venture upon 
away, which never before hee had tryed 5 which was, to get between the two Iflands 
which wee had fearched for water, knowing that the wind, which on this hde was 
contrary, on the other fide of the Iflands would bee favourable unto him. Thus to*- 
Wards the Evening hec tooke up Anchor andhoifed uphisfailes, and refolved to pane 
his Frigat bet wen the two Iflands; which how dangerous and defperate an attempt k 
was,the event witneffed.Uay in thisfeafon(as I may truely fay)upon my death bed,not 
regarding which way theMafter ofthe Ship,or fortune carried rnce,fo that the mercy 

of the Lord carryed my foule to heaven. No fooner had the Frigat fleered her courle 
between the narrow palfage of the two Iflands, when being carrycd with the dream 
too much to the one fide of the land it ran upon a Rock; fo that thevety ftern was lif¬ 
ted up, and aimed caft out of the Pilots hands, whocryed outnot to God, but unto 
the Virgin Mary faying, Ayudad noj Virgen Santiffima, que no aquinosperecemos, help 
us O moft holy Virgin, for if not, here were perifla. This,and the outcry of all that 
were in the Frigat gave unto mee an Alarm of death; from the which yet it P‘^a ^ 
God by the meanes and diligenceof thepainefull Mariners to deliver mee and all the 
Company, for withmuch adoe moft part of that night they haled from the Cock¬ 
boat the Frigat off from the Rock, after the ftreamehad made it three fcverall times to 
(hike upon it. After a very troublefome night in the morning wee got our little Ship 
out of) all danger and from between the twolflands on the other fide of them, where 
wee failed profperoufly towards Panama^ That morning my ftomack recovered fome 
of its loft ftrength, and I began to eat and to drink,arid to walk about, rejoycing much 
to fee thofe pleaiant Iflands which wee failed by. In the Evening wee got to Puerto ds 

Perico • where wee caft Anchor, expefting to bee fearched in the morning ; but that 
•night(the Mafter ofour Ship having gone to (hore)the wind turned and blew710 
that weeioft our Anchor,and and were driven back almoft to la Vacbeque and mated, 
wee (hould bee carried out into the Ocean againe fo farre that we ftiould with great air- 
‘ficolty get to Ranama.Rut that God whom the Sea and winds doe obey, turned againe 
that contrary wind into a prolpprous gale,wherewith wee came once more unto Pericofr 

and being (earched wee went on with full fail toPanama* Being neere the Port ana 
without an Anchor in our Ship the wind once more blew us back and had not 
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Matter fent us an Anchor, we had gon againe to Facbeque or farther. But with that 
anchor we flayed all that night at Perto, wondring among our felves tHac fo many 

crofleslhould befall us, which made fome fay that we were bewitched; others, that 

certainly there was amongft us fome excommunicated perfon, whom they (aid! 1 they 
knew oLhey would hurl? him over bord.Whilftthey were in this difcourfe,the wind 

turned yet againe, and we levying our anchor went on to Panama, whither it plea ed 

God that time (afely to conduft us in. I being now we 1 ttrengthened made no tay m 
that frieat, which I thought would have been my laft abiding place in thisi wor Id, ut 
wentwland andbetookemyfelfe totheCloifterof the Dominicans, where I Hay- 

edalmoft fifteen dales viewing and reviewing that City, which is 

mala by a Prefident and fix Judges, and a Court of Chancery , >^ »**>*£ 

leaft ftrengthof any place that I had entredim for lime and (tone is hard to come by, 
and therefore for that teafon, and for the great heattbere,moft of Che houfis are built 

of timber and bords;' the Prefidents houfe, nay the belt Church walls a'e b“* b°rd£ 
which fcrve for ftone and bricke, and for tiles to cover the top. The heat is lo extra 
ordinary that a linnenott doublet, with fome flight ftuffe or taffeue breeches ts the 

common cloathingof the inhabitants. Filh, fruits and herbage for fallets is more 

plend°ull there then fleth; the coole water of the Coco is the womens bett drinke 

though Chocolatte alfo, and much wine from Peru be very aboundi 
are in this City much given toflnne, loofenfe and venery c p c.al y ho n ake 

the ’Black-more,,( who are many, rich, and gallant; the chicle °b'e,^s 1 

It is held to be oneof the richeftplaccs in all Arnnca, having byF“d b? T 
ChUgre commerce with the North fea, and fay the South, trading withtall 
India11 Mexico and Hondttrat. Thither is brought the chiefc treafure of tern in 

two or*thrtegry at lhiPs,which lie at anchor at Puerto M ’T?******^'™ 
the Citv-for the great ebbing of the fea at that place efpecially fuffereth not any great 

leffdl to come nlrer, wherf daily the fea ebbs and falls away from, the 9117 two or 
threemilesdeaving a mud,which is thought to caufe much unhealthineffe in that place, 

being feconded with many other muddy and moorilh places aboutthle Towm 0 * 
fiftethof fome five thoufand inhabitants, and matntaineth at lead eight Cloitters ot 

Nunsand Friers. I feared much the heats, and therefore made as much hafte out of it 

as I could I had my choice of company by land and water to Portoklo. But con * 

The..!Ihkh.. v.r, pt.in, i.,.». »>.! p.r., ...i ■ *■ 

Btick^moreS) who belong unto the flat boates that carry t e _ nreach unto 
There I had very good entertainment by that people, whodefiredn P 
fliemthenextSabbldi day, andgave n/etwentyCrownes oraSeinion andprocdfi- 

on After five dales of mv abode there, the boats fet out, which were much itop 

ped in their paffage downe the river ; for in fome places we found tUe warer ve^ 

Fo that the boats ran upon the gravell; from whence with poles^^Uh fuch ft reams 
Black-mores they were to be lifted ofifagaine;fonietitnes again we met with luchttreams 

rf.at carried us with the fwiftneffe of an arrow downe under trees and boughes by the 

river fide which fometimes alfo flopped us till we had cut downe great benches* 

trees. Hadnot it pleafed God to fend us after the firft weeke ™neQ> 

made the water run downe from the mountaines and fill t ( «- butafter 

of it felfe is very (hallow ) we might have bad,a ^.XcKrf&TfiES 

toVen, a de CrJs and from thence to Panama, orelfe they wond 
and fortifie that Caftle, which in my time wan ted great reparation^ andwas eady to 

fall downe to the ground. The Governour of the Caftle was a notable wineOiDDer, 

who plyed us with that liquor the time that we flayed 'J8 \ut 
for himfelfe, and Souldiers, would faine have had me flayed wtth him , 
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matters called rne further, andlol tookemy leave of him, who gave us fome dain¬ 

ties of frcfh meat, fifti, and conferves, and fo difmiffed us. We got out to the open 
fea, difcoveringfirft the Efcudo de Veraguai and keeping fomewhat clofe unto the 

land we went on rowing towards Portobe^ till the evening which was Saturday nighr- 

then we calf anchor behind a little Ifland,refoIving in the morning to enter in PortobeL 
The Blac^-tnores all that night kept watch for fear of Hollanderwhom they faid did 

often lie in wait thereabouts for the boats of Cbiagre- but wepaffedthe night fafely, 
and next morning got to Portobelo , whofe haven we obferved to be very ftrong with 

two Cattles at the mouth and conftant watch within them, and another called St,Mi- 
guel further in the Port. 

When I came into the Haven I was forry to fee that as yet the Galeons were not 
Come from Spainey knowing that the longer I ttayed in that place3greater would be my 

charges. Yet I comforted my lelfe that the time of theyeerwas come, and that they 
could not longdelfly their coming. My firft thoughts were of taking up a lodging, 

which at that time were plentiful] andcheape, nay fome Were offered me for nothing 

with this caveat, that when the Galeons did come, I mutt either leave them, or pay a 
dear rate for them. A kind Gentleman, who was the Kings Treafurer, falling in 
difeourfe with me promifed tohelpe me, that I might be cheaply lodged even when the 

(hips came, and lodgings were atthehigheftrate.Hee, interpolinghis authority.went 

with metofeekeone, which at the time of the fleets being there, might continue to be 
mine. It was no bigger then would containe a bed, a table, and a ftooleor two,with 

roome enough befides to open and (hut the doore, and they demanded of me for k 
during the forefaid time of the Fleet, fixcore Crownes, which commonly is a fort¬ 

night. ^ For the Towne being little, and the Souldiers, that come with the Galeons 

for their defence atleaftfour or five thoufand;befides Merchants from Pern /rom Spain 
and many other places to buy and fell, is the caufe that every roome , though never 
fo fmall be dear; and fometimes all the lodgings in the Towne are few enough for fb 
many people, which at that time doe meet at Portobel. I knew a Merchant whogavea 

thoufsnd Crownes for a fhop of reafonable bignefle,to fell his waresand commodities 

thatyeer that I was there,for fifteen daies only,which the Fleet continued to be in that 
Haven. 1 thought it much for me to give the fixcore Crownes which were demanded 

of me for a room,which was but as a moufe hole, and began tb be troubled,and told 
the Kings Treafurer that I had been lately robbed at fea, and was not able to givefo 

much 5 and bee befides at charges for my diet, which I feared would prove as much 

more. But not a farthing would be abated of what wasasked; whereupon thegood 
Treafurer pitying me,offered to the man of the houfe to pay him threescore G'rowns 

of it,if fo be that I was able to pay the reft,which 1 mutt doe, or elfe lie without in the 

ftreet. Yet till the Fleet did come I would notenter into this deare hole, but accept- 

tedof another faire lodging which was offered me for nothing. Whileftlthus ex- 
pc&ed the Fleets coming, fome mony and offerings I got for Mafles, and for two Ser¬ 
mons which I preached at fifteen Crownes a peece. I vifited the Cattles, which in¬ 

deed feemed unto me tobe very ftrong; but what moft I wondred at was to fee the re- 

c[ua s of Mules which came thither from Pananta^l&d^n with wedges offilver* in one 

day I told two hundred Mules laden with nothing elfe, which were unladen in the 

publicke Market place.fo that there the heapes of filver wedges lay like heaps of ftones 

in the ftreet, without any feare or fufpition of being loft. Within ten daies the fleet 
came, confittingof eight Galeons and ten Merchant fhips, tvhich forced me to run to 

my hole. It was a wonder then to fee the multitude of people in thofe ftreets which 
the weeke before had been empty. 

Then began the price of all things to rife,a fowl to be worth twelve Rials,which in 
the main land within I had often bought for one; a pound of beefe then was worth 

two Rialls,whereas I had had in other places thirteen pound for half a RialJ,and fo of 
all other food and provifion, which was fo exceflive dear, that I knew not how to live 
but by fifh and Tortoifes, which there are very many, and though fomewhat deare, 

yet were the cheapeft meat that I could eate. It was worth feeing how Merchants fold 

their commodities, not by the Ell or yard, but by the piece and weight,not paying m 

coined peeces ofmony, but in wedges which were weighed and taken for commodl- 

*les* Tbis lafted but fifteen dayes, whilft the Galeons were lading with wedges of 

silver and nothing elfe j fo that for thofe fifteen daies, I dare boldly fay and avouch, 

that 
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that in the world there is no greater Fair then that of Portobel, between the Spamjh 

Merchants and thofe of ?em,Panama, and other parts thereabouts. 
Whileft thistfaffique was, it happened unto me, that which I have formerly teiti- 

fied in my pveemtation Sermon at Pauls Church, which if by that meanes it have not 

come unto the knowledge of many, I defire again to record it in thismy Hilfory}that 
to all England^ may be published; which was,that one day faying Malle inthechiefo 
Church, afrer the Gonfccration of the bread,being with my eyes (hut at that mentall 

prayer,which the Church of Rome calleth the Memento tor their dead,there came from 

behind the Altar a moufe,which running about,came to the very bread or wafer God of 

the Papifts, and taking it in his mouth ran away with it, not being perceived by any 
of the people who were at Made,for that the Altar was high by reafon ofthefteps go- 

in^upto it, and the people farre beneath* But as fooneas I opened myeyes to goe 

on with my Made, and perceived my God ftollen away,I looked about the Altai,and, 
law the moufe runningaway with it; whichon a fuddain didfo ftupifie me, that I 

knew not well what todoeor fay, and calling my wits together, I thought that if I 

fhould take no notice of themilchance, and any body elfe in the Church fhould, I 

might juftly be questioned by the Inquifitionibut if I Ihould call to the people to look 
for the Sacrament, then I might bee but chid and rebuked for my caicIeHenefie* which 

of th* two \ thought would be more eafily borhc^ then the rigour of the In^uifition# 
Whereupon not knowing what the people had feen, I turned my felfe unto them,and 

called them unt a the Altar, and told them plainely,that Whileft I was in my Memento 

prayers and meditations,a moufe had carried away the Sacrament,andthatIknewnot 

wh it to doe, unlelfe they would helpe me to find it out again. 1 he people called a 
Prieft that was at hand, who prefently brought in more of his Coat* and as if their 
God by this had been eaten up they prelently prepared themfelves to find out the thief, 

as if they would eat up the moufe that had fo alfaulted and abufed tfieir God 5 they 
lighted candles and torches to find out the Malefaftour in his fecret and hidden places 

of the wall • and after much fearching and enquiry for the facrilegious beaft, they 
found at laft* in a hole of the wall the Sacrament halfe eaten up; which with great joy 
they took out,and as if the Arke had been brought again from the Pbilifiims to the 

Ifraclitts, fo they rejoyced for their new found God, whom with many people now 
reforted to the Church, with many lights of candles and Torches, with joyfuli and 

folemne muficke they carried about the Church in proceflion. My felfe was prefent 
upon my knees, fhaking and quivering for what might be done unto mee, and ex¬ 
plain a my doome and judgement; and as the Sacrament paffed by me,I oblerved in it 

the markes and ftgnes of the teeth of the moufe , as they are to bee feen in a piece of 

cheele gnawne and eaten by it. % . 
This ftruck mee with fuch horrour, that I cared not at that prefent whether I had 

been torne in a thoufand peices for denying publickely that Moufe»eaten God, 
I called to my belt memory all Philofophy concerning fubftance and accidents, and re- 

folved within my felfe that what I faw gnawne, was not an accident, but fome reall 
fubftance eaten and devoured by that vermin, which certainly was fed and nourifhed 
by what it had eaten, and Philofophy well teacheth; fubfiantiaGibiQnon accidentii'^con- 

vertitur infubjlantiatnaliti3 the fubftancefnottheaccidentj of the food or meat is con¬ 

verted, and turned into the fubftance of the thing fed by it and alimented; Now here 
I knew that this Moufe had fed upon fome fubftance, or elfe how could the markes of 

the teeth fb plainely appeare? Eut no Papift will bee willing to anfwer that it fed up¬ 
on the fubftance of Chrifts Body, ergo by good confequence it followes that it fed up¬ 

on the fubftance of bread; and fo Tranfubftandation here in my judgement was con¬ 

futed by a Moufe ; which meane and bafe creature God chofe to convince mee of my 
former errours, and made mee nowrefolve upon what many yeeres before I haddoub- 
ted,thatcertainly the point of Tranfubftantiation taught by theChurchofRome is moft 

damnable and erroneous; for befides, what before! have obferved1, it contradi&eth 
that Philofophicall Axiome, teaching that duo contradittoria non pojjuntjjmul &femel de 

eodem verificarz3two contradictories cannot at once and at the fell fame time be faid,and 
verified of the fame thing; but here it was fo5 for here In Romes Judgement and opi¬ 

nion Chrifts body was gnawne and eaten, and at the fame time the fame body in ano¬ 
ther place and upon another Altar in the hands of another Preift was not eaten and 

gnawne* Therefore here are two contradictories verified of the fame body of Ghrift * 
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to wit, it was eaten and gnawne, and it was not eaten and gnawne. Thefe unpreflions 

at that time were fo great in me, that I refolved within my felfe, that bread really and 

truely was eaten upon that Altar,and by no meanes Chrifts glorious body which is in 

heaven, and cannot be upon earth, fubjeft to the hunger or violence of a creature. 

Here againe I defired with godly "David, that I might have the wings of a Dove to flio 
into my Country of England, and there be fatisfied upon this point, and be at reft of 

Confcience. Here I reiolved that if I had been queftionedfor my careleffeneffe, or 
for my contempt of that Romifh Sacrament ( which I thought would be the judge¬ 

ment of the Spaniards, who knew me to bean Bnglijb man borne ) that I would fa- 

crifice willingly my life for the Proteftant truth, which as yet I had been no otherwife 
taught, but by that Spirit which (as Solomon well obferveth) in a man is the candle 

of theLord.l conceived here that this was fome comlort to my foule,which my good 

God will afford mee in the way of my travelling to Canaan, that I might more wil¬ 

lingly beare whatfbever croffes yet might befall mee in my way and Journey to En• 

gland. The event of this accident was not any trouble that fell upon mee for it; for 
indeed the Spaniards attributed it unto the carelefneffe of him, who had care of the 

Altars in the Church, and not to any contempt in mee to the Sacrament. The part 

of the wafer that was left after the Moufe had filled her belly, was laid up after the So- 

Jemne Proceflion about the Church, ina Tabernacle for that purpofe,that afeerwards 

it might be eaten up by fome hungry Preift. Andbecaufefuch a high contempt had 

beene offered by a contemptible Vermin to their Bread God, it was commanded 
through Portabel that day, that all the people fhould humble themfelves and mourn, 

and fait with bread and water onely. Although I faw I was not queftioned for the 
cafe, yet I feared where there were fo many Souldiers, and forain people, that by 

fome or other Imightbee mifehiefed out of their blind zeale, wherefore I thought 

it not amiffe for a day or two to keepe within my lodging. Dm Carlos de Ibarra, 
who wasthe Admirall of that Fleet, made great hafte to beegonej which made the 
Merchants buy and fell apace, and lade the fhipswith filver wedges j whereof I was 

glad for the more they laded, the leffe I unladed my purfe with buying deare provi¬ 
sion,and fooner I hoped to be out of that unhealthy place, which of it felfe is very hot, 

and fubjeft to breed Feavers, nay death, if the feet bee not preferved from wetting 

when it raineth 5 but efpecially when the Fleet is there, it is an open grave ready 

to fwallow in part of that numerous people, which at that time refort unto it, as 
was feene the yearethat I was there when about five hundred of the Souldiers,Mer- _ 

chants, and Mariners, what with Feaverswhat with the Flux caufed by too much 

eating of fruit and drinking of water, what with other diforders loft their lives,find¬ 
ing it to bee to them not Porto hello, but Porto malo. And this is ufuall every yeare; 

and therefore for the reliefe and comfort ofthofethat come fick from Sea, orficken 

there, a great and rich Hofpitall is in theTowne, with many Fryers called De la 
Capacba, or by others De Juan de Dios, whofe calling and profeftion is onely to cure, 

and attend upon the lick, and to beare the dead unto their graves. The Admirall 
fearing the great fickneffe that yeare,made hafte to be gone,not fearing the report that 

was offome three or four Holland or Er.gUjb fhips abroad at Sea, waicing(asit wasfup- 

pofed) for fome good prize out of that great and rich Fleet. This news made mee 
beginne to feare^ andtothinke of fecuringmy felfe in one of thebeft andftrongeft 

Galeons 5 but when I came to treat of my paffage in one of them, I found that I 
could not bee carryed in any under three hundred Crownes, which was more then 

my purfe was able to afford. With this I thought to addrefle my felfto fome Mafter 

of a Merchants fhip, though I knew I could not bee fo fafe and fecure ina ny of them, 
as in a Galeon well manned and fortified with Souldiers, and Guns ofBraffej yet 

I hoped in God, who is a ftrong refuge to them that feare him, and in this occafion 

provided for meej a cheap and furepaflage. Formeeting oneday with my friend the 
Treafurer, hee againe pitying me as a ftranger and lately robbed, commended me to 

the Mafter of a Merchant Ship, called St. SebaJUan, whom hee knew was defirous to 
carry aChapIainewith him at his own Table. I no fooner addreued my felfe unto 

him, qfing the name and favour of his and my friend the Treafurer, but prefently I 

found him willing to accept of my company, promiting to carry me tor nothing,ana 
to board mee at his own Table, onely for my prayers to God for him and his• offer¬ 

ing further to give mee fome (atisfa&ion for whatfbever Sermons I Ihould preach in 
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his Ship. I bleffed God, acknowledging in this alfo his Providence, who in alloc- * 
Gallons furthered my returneto England, The Ships being laden wee fet forth towards 

Cartbagena ^ and the fecond day of our fay ling wee difeovered foure Ships which 
made the Merchant Ships afraid, and to keepe clofe to the Galeons, trufting to their 

ftrength more then their own. The Ship I was in, was fwift and nimble under fail, 

and kept ftill under the wings either of the Admirall or of lome other of the beft 
Galeons 5 but all the other Merchants Ships were notfo, but fonts (lowly came on 
behind,whereof two were carryed away by the Hollanders in the night, before ever wee 

could get to artbagena. 
The greateft feare that I perceived poffeffcdthe Spaniards in this Voyage, was about 

the Ifland of Providence, called by them Sta Catalina, or St .Catharine, from whence 

they feared left fome Englifi Ships fhould come out againft them with great ftrength. 
They curfed the Englifb in it, and called the Ifland, the den of theeves and Pirates , 
wifhing that their King of Spain Would take fome courfe with it;or elfe, that it would 

prove very prejudiciall to the Spaniards , lying neer the mouth ot the T) ejaguadc.ro,and 

to endangering the Frigats of Granada, and ftanding between Portobel and Cartbagena, 
and fo threatuing the Galeons, and their Kings yeerely and mighty treafure. 

Thus with bitter inveftives againft the Englifb and the Ifland o( Providence we fayled 

on to Cartbagena, where againe wee met with the foure Ships, which before had fol¬ 

lowed us and had taken away two of our Ships, and now at our entering into that 
Port, threatnedto carry away more of our company; which they might have done, 

if they would have ventured to have come upon the Ship wherein I went, which at 
the turning about the land point to get into the Haven, ran upon the (hore, which if , 
it had been rocky, asit was Tandy and gravelly, had certainly there beenecaft away by 

keeping too neere unto the land, from which danger by the care of the Mariners, and 
their active paines we were (afely delivered,as alio front the (hips which followed us as 
far as they durft for fear of the Cannon (hot of the Caftle;and thus we entered into the 
Haven of Cartbagena, and flayed therefor the fpace of eight or ten dayes; where I 
met with fome of my Country men their Prifoncrs, who had been taken at Sea by 

the Spaniards, and belonged unto the Ifland of Providence• among whom was the Re¬ 
nowned Captaine Roufe, and about a dozen more, with whom I was glad to meet, 
butdurft not (hew them too much countenance, for feare of being (ufpe&ed* yet I 

foon got the good will of fomeof them,who,beingdeftined to Spain,were very delirous 
to goe in the (hip,wherein I went; which deftre of theirs I furthered, and was (biter 

unto my Captaine to carry foure of them in his (hip, which for my fake he willingly 
yeeldeduntoj amongft the(e was one E award Lay field, (who afterwards fetting out 

of St. Lucar for England, was taken Captive by the and fince from Turkey 
writ into England unto mee to helpeto releafe him) with whom both at Cartbagena, 
and in the way in the (hip I had great difcourle concerning points of Religion, 

and by him came to know fome things profeffed in England, which my confluence 

(whilft I lived in ^«e«w)muchinclined unto. I was much taken with his company, 
and found him very officious unto mee, whole kindnefle I requited by (peaking (or 

him in the (hip to the Mafters and Mariners, who otherwiie were ready and forward 

to abufe him and the reft of the Englifb company as prifoners and (laves. 
At Cartbagena wee heard a report of threefcore (aile of (hips of Hollanders waiting 

for the Galeons-, which ftruck no little feare into the Spaniards; who called a councell 
whether our Fleet fhould winter there, or goe on to Spain> It proved to be but a falfe 

report of the Inhabitants of Cartbagena, who for their own ends and lucre would 

willingly have had the (hips and Galeons to have ftayed there; but *Don Carls de Ibarra 
replyed, that hee feared not a hundred faile of Hollanders, and therefore would goe 

on to Spain, hoping to carry thither fafely the Kings treafure. Which hee performed 
and in eight dayes arrived at Havana, where we ftayed eight dayes longer, expecting 

the Fleet from Vera Cruz.In which time I viewed wel chat ftrong Caftle manned with 

the twelve Guns, called the twelve Apoftles, which would doe little hurt to an Army 

by land, or marching from the River of Adatanfos. I vifited here the mother of that 

Mulatto, who had taken away all my meanesatSea; and fpent much time in com¬ 
forting my poore Country men the prifoners; but especially that gallant Captaine 

Ru«/e, who came unto mee to cotnplaine of fome affronts which had been offered unto 

him by Spaniards,in the (hip wherein he came 5 which hee not being able to put up. 
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thou0h a Priloner unto them delired to queftion in the field, challenging his proud 
contemners to meet him if they durft in any place ot the Havana, (a brave courage 

in a dejected and imprifoned Lnglifi man to challenge a Spaniard in his Country, a 
Cock upon his own dunghill,) which as foone as X underltood by Edward .Lapfield, 

I defired to take up, fearingthat many would fall upon him cowardly and mince him 
final] in peices. 1 lent for him to the Cloifter where I lay, and there had conference 
with him,prevailing fo far as that Imadehimdefift from his thoughts of going into 

the field and (hewing his manhood infuchatime and place, where his low condition 

of a Priforier might well excufe him.The reft of my poorc countr y men were here much 
difcouraged and in fome want5whomI relieved(efpecially Lay field Jmdincouraged as 

much as I was able.I chanced hereto haveoccafion to takea little phyfick bdore 1 went 

again to Sea, & thereby I learned what before I never knew,to wit, the dyet which o n 
luch aday the beft Phylitians of Havana prefcribe unto their patients. Whereas alter the 
working of my phyfick, I expefted fomepeece of button, ora fowl, or fome other 

nourishing meat, my Phyfitian left order that I (houldhavea peece of rolled Porke, 

which feeming unto mee a Dyet contrary to that daies extremityj I began to refute it, 
alleadging to my Doftor the contrary courfe of all Nations,the natural! quality ot that 

meat to open the body. To which he replyed , that what Porke might worke upon 
mans body in other Nations, it worked not there, but the contrary h andfohewilh- 

ed me to feed upon what heehad preferibed, alluring mee that it would doe mee no 

hurt. Now as Hogs flelh there is held to be fo nounlhing, fo likewife no other 
meat is more then it, and Tortoifes, wherewith allthe (hips make their provifion for 

Svain The Tortoifes 'they cut out in long thin dices, as [ have noted before of the 

Taffajos, and dry i° in the wind after they have well ialted it,and fo it ferveth the Ma¬ 
riner*, in all their voyage to Spain, which they eate boyled with a little garheke,and 
I have heardthem fay that to them it tatted as well as any Veale. They al.o take 

into theirihips fome fowlesfor the Matters and Captaines tables , and ive hog", 
which would item to be enough to breed fome infeaion in the fh.p, had they not 
care to wa!h often the place where fuch unckanbeaftshe^ In the fh.p where I was 

naflenger, waskilled every Weeke one for the Matters, Pilots and pafTengeis table. 

Thus all things being made ready for the (hips provifion to Spain, and the Merchants 

goods and the Kings Revenue being (hipped in nine dayes that we abode there, we 
now wanted nothing, but onely the company of the Fleet from ^raCra*, which 

fhould have met us there upon the eight day of StpKmkr.hat Von Carles deTbarrafit- 

ing it Hayed longer then the time appointed, and fearing the weather,S; the New Moon 
of that moneth which commonly proveth dangerous in the Golf of Bato»a,rcfolved to 

ftav no longer, but to f;t out to Spain. On a Sabbath day therefore in the morn, 
ingwe hoifed fails,Cbeingin all feven and twenty (hipswith thofewhich had met wiih 

us^heie from Hondiera, and the Iflands),and one by one we failed out of Havana to the 
main Sea, where we that day wafted about for a good wind,and alfo waiting for our 

guide, which was not yet come out of the Havana to guide us through the Guile of 

Bahama. But that night wee wifhed our felves againe in the Havana, thinking that we 

were compaffed about with a Itrong Fleet of Hollander,; many (hips came anl°ngft "G 
which made us provide for a fight in the morning. A Councell of War was called, and 
all that night watch was kept, the Guns prepared,red Clothes bung round the (hips 

Orders (ent about both to theGaleons and to the Merchants (hips what pofture and 

place to bee in. That which I was in, was to attend the Admirall, *’!‘ch 1 hfi°P.ed 
would bee aftrong defence untous. Our men were courageous and ready to fight, 
though I liked not fuch Martiallbufinefleanddifcourfe; butfor mecaplacewas pre- 
pared8where I might lie bid,and be fafe among fome barrels of bisketi I nad all the 

niuht enough to doe , to heare the confeffions of thofe m the Ship, who thought 
thev could not dye happily with the (hot of a Holland Bullet, until! they had confeffed 
Inkehfinnes unto mee,who towards morning had more need of reft, then of 

fighting after tlie wearying of my eareswith hearingfo many wicked, grievous and 

abominable finnes. But the dawning of the day difeovered our caufelefle feare; whic 
msfromfriends, and not from any enemies or Hollander, , for the Ihips which were 

ovned unto us in the night were as fearefull of ns,as we of them, and prepared them- 
felves like Wife to fight in the morning, whichlhewed untous their colours, whereby 

w« kn W that theygwere the Fleet which wee expoSed from £« Cr«s to goe along 
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with us to Spain. They were two and twenty Sail, which little thought to find us but 
of the Havana, but within the Haven lying at Anchor, waiting for their comming, 
and therefore in the night feared us much more then wee them. But when the day 
cleared our doubts, feares and jealoulies, then began the Martiall colours to be taken 
down- the joyful! found of Trumpets with the helpe of Neptunes Kingdomes ec- 
choedfrom {hip to fhip3the boates carryed Welcoming meffages from one to another, 
the Spanijh Brindis with buenViaje^ biwi pjJJ'aje, was generally cried out, the whole 
morning was fpent in friendly acclamations and falutations from Chip to {hip. But in 
the midlt ot this our joy, and Sea greetings, wee being now in all two and fifty Saile* 
C yet wee not knowing well how many they were from Vera Crttz} nor they how ma¬ 
ny wee were from the Havana) two {hips were found amongftus, whether Englijhor 
Hollanders wee could not well difeover, but the Englijh priloners with mee told mee 
they thought one was a fhip o^Englandcalled theNeptune ) which having got the wind 
of us, iingled outa (hip of ours (which belonged to Vunkgrl^ andfrom St. Encar or 
tales hadbeene forced to the Kings lervice in that voyage to the India's, laden with 
fugars & other rich commodities to the worth of at leaft fourfcoie thoufand Crownsj 
and fuddainly giving her a whole broad fide(receiving a reply onely of two Guns)made 
her yeeld,withoutany hope of help from fo proud and mighty a Fleet, for that fhewas 
fomewhat far llraggled from the reft of the fhips. The whole bufinefle lafred not above 
half an houre:but prefently fhee was carryed away from under our nofes*th e Spamards 
changed their merry tunes into voto a dios and voto a Jjhrijlo^ in raging,curfing,& { wear¬ 
ing, (bme reviling at the Captaine of the {hip which was titken,and laying that he was 
fade 8tyeelded onpurpofe without fighting,becaule he was forced to come that Voy- 
age 5 others curling thofe thattooke her,and calling them hijos dfputa^ Borrachos, in¬ 

fames Ladronesi Baftards, Drunkards, infamous thceves, and Pyrates^fome taking their 
fwords in their hands, as if they Would there cut them'in peeces, lomelaying hold of 
their Muskets as if they would there {hootat them, others ftamping like mad inen5and 
running about the fhip, as if they would leap over board, and make hafte after them- 
others grinning their teeth at the poore Englijh prifonersthat were in the {hip, as if 
they would ftab them for what (theyfaid) their Country men had done. I muft 
needs fay, I had enough to doe to hold feme of thofe furious and raging brains from 
doing Lajfield (ome mifchief, who more then the reft would bee fending, arguing and 
anlwering their outragiousnonfenfe. Order was prefently given to the Vice-Admi¬ 
ral 1 and two more Galeons to follow and purfue them • but allinvaine, for the wind 
was againft them, and fo the two {hips laughing and rejoycingas much as theSpani- 

ards curfed and raged, laired away conVjentoenPopa, with full Sail, gallantly boaft- 
Ing with to rich a prize taken away from two and fifty {hips, or (asl may fayj from 
the chiefeft,and greateft ftrength of Spain. 

That afternoone the Fleet of Vera Cr#£,tooke their leave ofus, (not being fiirnifti- 
ed with Provifion to goe on to Spain with us,) and went into the Havana ; and we 
iet forwards towards Europe^ fearing nothing forthepfeient but the Guile of Baha¬ 

ma ; through which wee got lately with the help and guidance of fuch Pilots, which 
our Admirall Von Carlos hadchofen, and hired for that purpofe. 

I {hall not need to tell theemy Reader ofthe fight which wee had of StAugujline} 

Florida, nor of many ftormes which we fuff-red in this Voyage, nor ofthe many 
degrees wee came under, which made us {hake with cold more then the Froft of 
England doe in theworft of winter- onely Ifay,that the beft of our Pilots notknow- 
ing where they were, had like to have betrayed us all to the Rocks of Bermuda 
one night, had not the breaking of the day given us a fa ire warning that we were 
running upon them. For which the Spaniards in ftead of giving God thankes for 
their delivery out of that danger,began againe to curfe and rage againft the Englijh 
which inhabited that Ifland, faying, that they had inchanted that and the reft of thofe 
Jflands about, and did Hill with the devill raHe ftormes in thofe Seas when the Spanijb 

Fleet palled that way. From thence when wee had fafely efcaped, wee failed well 
to che Iflands called Terceraf, where faine wee would have taken in frefii water,(for 
that which we had taken in at Havana now began to ftink,and look yellow, making us 
flop ournofes, whilft wee opened our mouthes,) but rigid Von Carlos would not 
pity the reft of his Company, who led us by the Iflands; and that night follow¬ 
ing wee all wi{hed our felvesin fome harbour of them; for (though in their con- 

ce-ipt 
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bvE”^ men’ butuinhabked by bol£and Ido" ccipt thole llianas w .t from them when there arofe the greateft 
latrous Papifts) w * all onr vovaee from Havana to Spain, which lafted full eight 
ft— «» Galeon!, which fhot off .heir 
dayeSin^oeeces (orhelpe, and made us all ftay and waicon them, till they had re- 
Wa- H theft Tadtltnw aPnd maine Maft. We went on fotnedmes one way, iomet.mes 
Pa'7he not we knowing where wee were, drinking ourflinkmg water by allow- 

an~of nint rill three oVfouredayes after the ftorme was ceafed., wte difcovered 
f rLS made all cry out, Hi/pania, Hifpania, Spain, Span, wh.Hl a Counfell 
land, which maae an y » jr>/ wh,t Iand that was, feme fold away barrels 
^lisrtm0onthe«o water, to thofethat wantedfeveryone thinking thatitwasfome 
or bisKet, otnersoi w > f rnnnfeU was after they had failed neerer 
part of Spam,) bu* tke !ie “ . ? ny waf,cS about it’,that it was thelfland of M*+ 
to thf landjand had ^^ ^^Lgj^^^nc^of the Pilots^ and made us all prepare our 
)era, which made fom c voyage. It pleafed God from the difeovery of this 
felves with patience tor a S 7 I „ where within twelve dayeswe dif- 

iaand,dcirlnd fomeofthe thips there feft us, but mod of them went forward 
covere > lsdjd thelhip wherein I went; when wee cameneereto the dange.- 
to San Lucar, as did th 1«J ^ LaB wee dur£t not venture our tbipsup- 

°USofr PiloTscwn knowledge; but called for Pilots to guide us in, who greedy of 
on our rilotscwn Knowi 5 5 Upon the eight and twen- 

JeThoTw 

tore' (havingfirft ^«£fiSd 

firft night to enjoy my friendSKmCdto takemy reVbetter abroad then 
fo long a voyage with me ) in fome fupper, a hard and 

1 *"E&T mny fooliftihq«eftionPs from old Fryer Table JeLmtoi concerning 
mean lodgmg, many to 4 , and finally the notfe of Bells and 
the Indtis, and my abo fr07m their {ieep to Matines at midnight. 
ratlers to roufe up jh Y JBnalifb Ordinary , where I refrefhed 
That night therefore X betooke .ny^ felfe to an W Urn n y, committed 
roy felfe and my poore ortfoners, (who by the Maher ot ^ ^ ^ comming 

joyfully to welcome mee from the India*, and alter very 

a/(Mps in ^thouSt^cvrity day a^wreTthat Iftayed there, and^iifpended. 
creptt anddotmgg » and (not knowing the fecretS of my heart) judged alrea- 
my Y0yaf rnnveffiou or turning of many Proteftant foulesto Popery waited tot 
dy that the Convert10no ,V J who was more defirous then fee: to bee 

my c0",mi"pd ”h‘ff f might have found wind, weather, and (hipping ready. But 
gone the next day , it J % t a ninetv daves failingfrom Havana to San Lu- 

who a ftorme,1 prepared^and furthered all things 
car, and had deli . acc0mpli(hment of my hope and defire, toreturne to 

ward (heepskin, whicn covers many *proteftant and Lutheran towns, 
which doubtleffe is the groundwhy. Pr“«, the cry out to the 
when the boyes and y™"!’"1 , (hut vour doores; meaning, that though what 
neighbours, faying, a Wol e, a Wolfe, ihutyour o , Lambtfkin a„d their con- 

they weare feeme to bee peUn ^ ^ff'^n , yet under it lyeth car Lnpinnm, a 

&t^S33aS.~K»» &•« 
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oirded about with a leathern belt, and over it from the ftioalders downward.a white 

Scapulary(fo called there,Changing fhorter then the gown both before and behindhand 

over that a white hood to cover the head, and laftly, over that a black cloak with a- 

nother black hood; both which together, theblackand whitemake the b ryeisSoftnaC 

proteffron look juft like Mag-pies, and is acknowledged by the Church of Rome itleit 

in a verfe which they faine of Mr. Martin Luther,(with what juft ground I know not) 

faying of his former life and profeflion before his Conversion , EnCorviu, bufica 
fui terfune ligatui. I was twice a Crow, twice a Magpie, and thrice was bound 

or tved with a Cord; by a Crow meaning an Auguftin Fryer, who is all m black § 

by a Magpie, meaning a Dominican, and by bound with a rope or cord, meaning a 

FrancifcaD,who indeed is girded about with a cord made of hempe. Though the 

Dominican Magpie by this his habit make fuch aglolfe and undemanding j which 

is contrary to his life and converfation 5 for by his outward black habit, hee aith, 

is fignified an outward {hew of deadnefTe and Mortification to the world, and by 

his inward white habit, tin inward puiity andchaftity of heart, thoughts and lie* 

both which trUely are little feeri in thofe Fryers efpecially,who outwardly are wond- 
ly , and livingto the world, covetous and ambitious of honours,preferments, Bilhop- 

jickes, and places of publique reading and preaching > and therefore have by favour 

obtained many places of authority, asby the laws of Aragm tobe the King o pat 

his Ghoftly father, to beejMafters of the Popes Palace, and there to read a e on 

of Divinity, to be chief heads of thelnquificion, and from thefe places toF10’ 

moted to fit in the Councell of the State in Spain, or to bee Cardinals 

fo Popes, or to injoy the richeft and facrelt B;(hopricks and Arch-DiLnopricKs ill 

Spain* Italy» and lndia’j9 which fheweth how little they are dead to the world, nay 

how they are livingto the world and its preferments, contrary to the blacK an eav^ 

colour of their habits. So likewife doe they not live according to the whiceneHe of 

their inward habits, whofe lives are found impure and unchaft, as I could exempli £ 
at large, (hewing what bale and unclean afts have been committed by lome of tha*, 

profeffion in the Low Countries, in Spainy in the India* s9 in Italy, nay here m «- 

eland by one Dade the Superior of them, by one Popbar well knowen to bee a good 

fellow, and liill at this day abiding in the Spanijh houfe, by one Crafts and others , 

Which would bee too too long a digreffion from the whitenefic of their habit, but 

I applying the Allegory of this black and white habit otherwife unto my felte, and 

an the outward black part of it feeing thefouleneffeand filthineffe of my ife an * 

dolatrous Preifthood in the exercile of that profeffion, and Orders which from Rome 
had received; and in the white inward habit confidering yet the purity, and inte¬ 

grity of thofe intentions and thoughts of my inward heart , in pursuance where© 

I had left what formerly I have noted, yea all America , which, had I continued in 

it, might havebeento mee a Mine of wealth, riches and treafhrt- teoive ere 

therefore to call off that hypocritical cloak and habit, and to put on men Apparel 

whereby I might no more appearea Wolfe in fheepskin, but might goe bo y to my, 

Country of England, there to (hew and make known the Candor of my heart,the pu¬ 

rity and fincerky of my thoughts, which had brought meefofarre, by a pub iKpro- 

fellion of the pure truths of the Gofpell, without any invention or a - ition , ar* 

unto it. With the fmall meanes therefore Which Was left mee after fo ong an a 

moft a whole yeeres journey from Tetapa to St. Lucar (haying yet about a un re 

Crowues) leave order for a fute of Cloatfoe® to bee made by an ng tj . ay or# 

which I willingly but on, and fo prepared my fclf for England. Three or four ips 

Were in readineffe, who had onely waked for the Fleet, to take in fome Commo¬ 

dities, efpecially fome wedges of filver, of which 1 was>with old Fab e e on res $ 
in doubt which to choofe. The firft thatwent out was thought fhould have beene 

my lot, in the which my friend Lay field imbarked himfef fe (for all the ng tjo pn o 

ners were there freed to goehometo their Country) and from which the great pro¬ 

vidence of God diverted mee, or elfe I had beene this day with Ujfield a Have in 

Turkey 1 for the next day after this fhip fetout, it was taken by the and car¬ 

ry ed away fora rich prize, and all the Englijh ink for prifoners to >ge . ut jo 

fwho I hope had referved mee for better things,) appointed for mee a fafer convoy 

home in a fhip (as I was informed) belonging to Sir WilUam Curtin, under the com¬ 

mand of an honeftFlemming, named Adrian Adrianzen living at D^fthen^wkU 
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whom I agreed for my paflage and dyet at his Table. This (hip fet out of the Barre 
of Sc. Lucar the ninth day after my arrivall thither, where it waited for the com¬ 
pany of foure (hips more, butefpecially for iomt Indian wedges of filver, which upon 
forfeiture of them it durft not take in within the Barre and Haven. 

And thus being no w cloathed after a new fafhion and ready to lead a new life^being 
now changed from an American into the fafhion of an Englijb mw* the tenth day af¬ 

ter my abode in San Lucar , I bad adieu to Spain and all Spanijb fafhions, fa&ions, 
and carriages, I bad farewell my old Fryer F able de Londres, with the reft of my ac¬ 
quaintance, and fo in a boat went over the bar to the (hip, which that night in com¬ 
pany of foure more fet forward for England. I might obferve here many things of the 
goodnefle of Adrian Adrianzen, and his good carriage towards mee in his fhip,which 
I will omit,havingmuch more to obferve of the goodnefle of God,who favoured this 
our voyage with luch a profperous wind,and without any ftormat all,thac in thirteen 
dayes wee came to D-over, where I landed, the (hip going on to the Downes. Others 
that landed at Margaret were brought to Dover, and there queftioned and fcarchedj 
but I,not fpeaking E»g/i Jfr,but £/>*»f/&,wasnotat all fufpefted,neither judged to be an 
Englijb man - andfo after two dayes I tookepoftin company offome Spaniards aad 
an Irijh Colonel, for Canterbury^ and fo forward to Gravefend. When I came to 
London, I was much troubled within my felfe for want of my Mother tongue, ffpr I 
could onelyfpeak fome few broken words) which made mee fearefull I Ihould not 
bee acknowledged to bee an Englijb man born. Yet I thought my kinred ( who 
knew I had beene many yeers loft) would fome way or other acknowledge mee,and 
take notice of mee, if at the firft I addrefled my felfe unto fome of them, untill 
I could better exprefle my felfe in Englijb. The firft therefore of my name, whom, I 
had notice of, was my Lady Penelope Gage, widow of Sir John Gage, then living in 
St. Jones; to whom the next morning after my arrivall to London , I addrefled my 
felfe for the better difeovery of fome of my kinred 5 whom though I knew to bee Pa- 
pifts,and therefore ought not to be acquainted with my inward purpofe and re(blution5 

yet for feare of fome want in the mean time, and that I might by their means pra- 
fticemy felfe in the uleof my forgotten native tongue,and that I might enquire what 
Childs part had beene left me by my father, that I might learn fome fafhions, and 
faftly, that in the meane time, I might fearch into the Religion of England\ and 
find how farre my confcience could agree with it, and bee fatisfied in thole fcruples 
which had troubled mee in America, for all thefe reafons I thought it not araifle to 
looke and inquire after them* When therefore I came unto my Lady Gage9 (hee be- 
ieeved mee to bee her kinfman, but laughed at mee, telling mee, that I fpake like an 
Indian or Welch man, and not like an Englijb man; yet (hee welcomed mee home, 
and fent mee with a fervant to a Brothers lodging in Long Ak$r, who being in 
the Country of Surrey, and hearing of mee fent horfe and man for mee to come to 
keepe Chriftmas with an Uncle of mine living at Gatton 5 by whom as a loft and for¬ 
gotten Nephew, and now after foure and twenty yeeres returned home againc, I was 
very kindly entertained, and from thence lent for to Cbeam, to one Mr. Fromand a- 
nother kinfman,with whom I continued till after twelfth day ,and lo returned agaiue 
to London to my brother. 

Thus my good Reader, thou feeft an American, through many dangers by Sea and 
Land,now lafely arrived in England 5 and thou maieft well with mee oblerve the great 
and infinite goodnefle and mercy of God towards mee a wicked and wretched linner. 
How I have anfwered to this Gods gracious calling mee from lo farre and remote a 
Country, to doe him fervice here, I will Ihew thee in the Chapter following, and lb 
conclude this my long and tedious Hiftory, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

Shewing how, And for what canfes, after I had arrived in England, I tooki' 
yet another Idurney to Rome , and other farts of Italy, and returned a- 
game to f .ttle my felfe in this my Country. 

Ow Reader, as theftone that is fallings the neerer it Cometh to its Centers 
raorehaiteit maketh.* So I the neerer I am coming totheconclufionofthis 
my Hiftory, morehafte Idefire to make in this la(t Chapter, for the com- 
pleating and finhhing of it. With brevity therefore I will relate fome of 

my travels in Europe, in whieft I will yeeld to many of my Nation, but for America, 
and my travels and experience therr,! dare boldly challenge all travellers of my Coun¬ 
try. After my return to London,from Surrej,\ began to ekpottulate with my younger 
Brother (knowing hee had been prefent at my Fathers death, and had a chief hand 
in the ordering and executing his laft Will and Teftament,) concerning what child? 
part was left unto inee. To which hee made meeanfwer, that my father had indeed 
left him, and my Brother the Colonell, and two other ions by a fecond wife, and 
my owne filler, every one iomewhat, but to mee nothing, nay that at his death he did 
not fo much as remember mee ; which I could not but take to heart, and called to i 
minde the angry and threading letter which I had recelvedfrcm him in Spain , be- 
caufe 1 would not bee a Jefuite. Though For the preientl (aid nothing, yet after¬ 
wards in many occafions I told my Brother I would have the Will produced , and 
would by courfeoflaw demand achilds part; butfaee putmeoff, affuring me I {hould 
never wantamongfi: other my friends and kindred,with whom hee knew J (hould bee 
well accommodated as long as I continued in England. After few dayes that I had 
been in London} my kinfmart at Cheam, defired me to cometo live with himjwherc I 
continued not long* for my Uncle at Gatton invited mee to his houfe, offering mee 
there meat, drink, lodging, horfe and man, with twenty pound a yeare, which hee 
promifed in other wales to make as good as thirty.Here I continued a twelve monethj 
refining my (elf in my native tongueiand(though altogether unknown to my Uncle and 
kindred Jlearching into the Doftrine and truth of the Gofpel profefled in England* for 
which caule I mademmy journeys to London,and then privately I reforted to (ome ehur* 
ches,and elpecially to Pauls Church to fee the ferviee performed,and to heare the Word 
of God Preached; but fo, that 1 might not be feen,known or dilcovered by any Papift. 
When in Pauls Church I heard the Organs, and .the Mufick, and the] Prayers and Col- 
leftsj and faw the Ceremonies at the Altar, I remembred Rome againe, and perceived 
little difference between the two Churches.I (earched further into the Common-Pray- 
er,and carryed with me a Bible into the Country on purpole to compare the Prayer?, 
Epiftles,and Golpels with a Made Book, which there I had at command, and I found 
no difference but onelyEnglilb and Latin, which made mee wonder, and to acknow¬ 
ledge that much regained dill of Home in the Church of England, and that I feared 
my calling was not right. In thefe my (cruples coming often to Lonaon, and con- 
verfing with one Dade, Popbam, and Crafts, Cennel and Brown, Englijb and Irifb Domi¬ 
nican Fryers, 1 found their wayes and corsverfations balejewd,light and wanton}likc 
the Spanijh and Indian Fryersywhich made me againe refleft upon the Popifh Church, 
upheld by fuch Pillars. I came yet to the acquaintance of one Price, Superiour^ to 
the Benedi&ine Monkes,whom I found to be a meer States-man, and a great Politician, 
and very familiar,private, and fecret with the ArchbHhop of Canterbury William Laud• 
in conversion with my Brother, ( who belonged then unto one Signior Con, the 
Popes Agent, and was in fuch favour at the Court,that hee was Cent over by the Queen 
with a rich prelent to a Popiflh Idol,named our I ady of Sicbem, in the Low Countries J 
I heard him (ometimes (ay, that hee doubted not but to bee (hortly Curate andParilh 
Preift of Coven Garden, (ometimes that he hoped to bee made Biftiop in England, and 
that then I (hoi^ld want for nothing, and (hould live with him, till hee got mee another 
Bifhoprick j by which dilcourfe ot his, and by his and other Preifis favour at Court 
and with the Archbilhop I perceived things went not v?ell,Spanijh Popery was much 
rooted, Proteftant Religion much corrupted, and the time not (eafonable for metal 
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diicovermy iecret intents and purpofe of heart. Ac this time comming once from 

Surrey to London, I chanced to bee difcovered and knowne to one of the State- Offi¬ 

cers, a Purievant, who had a large Commiflion for the apprehending of Seminary 
Preitts and Jefuites, named John Gray, who meeting raee one day in Long Afyr , fol* 

lowed and dogged me as far as Lincolns Inne wall,where he clapped mee on the (boulders, 

and told me, that he bad a Commiflion againft mee, to apprehend mee,and carry me 

to the Councell Table or to one of fits Majetties Secretaries. To whom I fpoke in 

Spanish (thinking thereby to free my felfe out of his hands for a Spaniard:') but this 

would not doe, for he replyed hee knew mee to bee an Englifh man born, and by the 

name of Gage, and Brother to Colonell and Mr. George Gage^nd that before he 

left mee I mutt fpeake in Engli(h to him,he carryed mee to a Tavern,and there fearched 

my Pockets for Letters and mony,which in difcourfe he told me was too little for him 

(not being above twelve (hilling) and that I mutt goe with him to anfwer before one of 
His Majetties Secretaries. I told him that I would willingly goe before the Archbifhop 

of Canterbury, or before Sir Francis Windcbanke^t which he fmi!ed,fayingj knew well 

whom to make choice of to favour and protect mee, but hee would carry mee to 

none of them, but to Secretary Cooke, 1 fearing the bufinefle might goe hard with 

me, and knowing him to be greedy of money, told him that I would give him any 

thing that might content him, and fo offered him twelve (hillings then about mee,and 
my word to meet him in any place the next day, with a better and fuller purfe. Hee 

accepted of my money for the prefent9and further offer for the day following,and ap¬ 

pointed the Angel Taverne in Long Aker, (knowing that 1 lodged thereabout) to bee 

the place of our meeting, and fo diftnififed mee. 1 being free from him, went immedi¬ 

ately to my Brother,and told him what had happened unto mee, what money I had al¬ 
ready given unto him,and what I had promifed the next day following. My Bro» 
ther hearing me began to chafe and vex, and to fall into furious words againft John 
Gray, calling him knave and rogue, and that he could not anfwer what he had done, 
and that hee would have his Commiflion taken from him, chidingmee for that I had 

given him any money, and calling me young novice and unexperienced in the affairs 

ofEiagW.This teemed ((range to me,that my Brother (hould not onely not fear a Pur- 

fevartt,but (hould threaten to take away the Commiflion from him,who was appointed 

tofearch forandfindeout Preifts and Jefuites. Yet I told him J would according to my 
word and promife meet him the next day,andfatisfiehim for hisfaire carriage towards 

mee; to which my Brother would by no means yeeld, but faid hee w«ifd meet him; 

Which hee accordingly performed, and although for my fake and promite he gave him 
fome money, yet he brought him before Signor Con,and there himfelfe and the Popes 

Agent with him fpake molt bitter words unto him, and threatned him very much if e- 
ver again he durft meddle with mee. 

After this my Brother carryed mee to one Sir William Howard a Papift Knightjiving 
at Arundel gate over Clements Church, who was very familiar with Sir E rands Winde- 

banke,ielling him what had happened unto me,and defiring him to carry me with him 
in his Coach to Sir Francis, and to get his proteftion for mee. Secretary Windibanle 

underftanding who I was, told mee I (hould teare no Purlevant of them all, and that if 
I lived quietly in England,no body (hould trouble me,and that John Gray was a knave, 

and wiffied me if ever he medled with me again to come unto him. Though for the 

prelent this was good and commodious for me to havefuch favour and protection^ et 

I perceived, this my Brothers power,and this conniving at Preifls and Jefuites could 

not bee ufefull for mee, if I (hould publifh my mind and and purpofe to alter my Re¬ 

ligion. I was therefore much troubled in mind and confidence, which I found was 
curbed with the great power of the Papifts, I refolved therefore to goe againe out of 

England, and to travell in fome other Countries amongft both Papifts and Prote- 

ftants, and to try what better (atisfa&ion I could findfor my confcience at Rome in 

that Religion, or in France and Germany amongft the Proteftants. I writ therefore 

to. the Generali of the Dominicans at 'Rome, (without whofe Licente I could not goe 

thither) that hee would bee pleated to (end mee his Letters Patents, to goe to con- 

ferre fome points with him; which hee willingly granted unto mee. I wanted not 

money from my LIncle (who commended unto mee fome bufinefle to bee dilpatched 

for him at Rome) for (olong a journey, other friends alfo helped mee; but my chief 

truft was upon my Brother Colonell Gage> then in the Lew Countries, whom I knew 
not 

m 
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not, nor hadfeen him from a child. I had no other paflfe to take {hipping at Dover, 

but onely the letter of a Papift in London, ( by meanes of one Popham a Dominican 
Fryer) to Sir lobn Manwood his Lady, who wasthenGovernourofDmTCaftle,and 
with the forelaid letter luffered mee not to bee troubled, examined or fearched, but 
gave order that I Ihould freely and quietly paflTe over in the Packet boat to Dunkirk?, 

wherewith in foure houres with a good wind I arrived,and from thence by Newport and 
Bridges wcnttoG^wt; not farre from whence my Brother with his Regimeut lay in 
field againft the Hollander. Hee was glad to fee mee, and knowing what journey I 
was minded to take, furnilhed mee with more money , and for my Uncles bufinefle 
recommended mee to the Marques Ve Seralvo (then at BruJJ'els) and to other great men, 
defiring them to give mee their letters to their friends at Rome 5 from them 1 got a let* 
ter to Von Fraud fee Bar bar ini, the Popes Nephew, and one of the chief Cardinals then 
in Rome Jike wile to Cardinal Cucua,2nd Cardinal Albornos both Spaniards. With thele 
letters I thought I Ihould have occafion of Tome convcrlation with thele pillars of 
the Church of Rome, and in difcourle might pry into the hearts andwayesof them, 
and lee whether in them were more Policy then Religion. By realbn of the Warres 
between France and the Low Countries, I durft not make my journey the neereft and 
{horteft way through France $ but though there were Wars alfoin Germany, I thought 
that would bee my lafeft way, and I defired much to looke into the Proteftanc, and 
Lutheran Church in that Country. Whereupon I refolvcd from Bmfels to goe to 
Namur s, and from thence by water to Loidget and from thence to Co Hen in Germany, 

From Leidge to Collen though wee were twelve in company, wee were much troubled 
with Souldiers 5 yet God ftill delivered me and broughtmefafe toCc&^from whence 
by the river Rhine I went in boat to Frankfort in September at the time of that great Fair, 
where I knew I (hould meet company of Merchants to any part of Italy. In all my 
travells I never made a more plealant journey then that which I made by the river Rhine, 
where I had occafion to lee many fair and goodly Cities. In Frankfort there I began to 
take notice of the Lutheran Church,and for the (pace of a fortnight that I ftayed there, 
had many thoughts of dilcovering my felfe there, anddifclaiming Popery, thinking 
that there I might be fure and fafe,and lie hid and unknowne to my Brothers and kin- 
red, who ia England would not liiffer me to live a Proteftant. Yet againe I confidered 
how hard it would bee for mee a ftranger to lubfift there, and to get any livelyhood,- 
for the which I muft firft get the native tongue, and though many points that were op- 
pofite to the Church of Rome, pleafedme, yetinfome points of that Religion my 
conference was not latisfied. At the end of the Faire I fought out for company, and 
found neere a dozen wagons which were upon fetting out towards Aujpurg with goods 
of Merchants, who had alfohireda Convoy of thirty foulders to goe along with 
them; which I thought would be fafe company for mee; with them,and many other 
paffengers and travellers that went in the Wagons.* and on foot, by them , I went as 
far as the famous and gallant City of Awfpurg^ftotn whence forward there was no great 
dagger, neither in what part belonged to the Duke of Bavaria, nor in the County of 
Tirol: from whence wee palled fome foure together to Trent • where I was taken with 
the firft Ague that ever in my life I remembred I had, v?hich continued feven months 
upon mee. I thought from thence to have continued my journey by land to Venice, 

but my Ague luffered mec to goe but to Verona» from whence I turned to Millan, and 
Co to Genoua, leaving my good company; that from Genoua I might goe by Sea to 
Ligorne, and lb likewile to Rome. After a fortnights ftay in Genoua, I went with the 
Galleys of the great Duke of Florence to Ligorne, where I found no boats ready to 
Rome, and lo in the meantime, whilft they were preparing, I went to PiJ"a and Flo• 
rence to fee thofe brave Gities,and returned again to ligorne,where I found many boats 

ready to let out to Rome. 
The firft night and day wee Had a faire winde to Piombino 5 but there it turned , 

and continued contrary for almoft three weekes. At laft it pleafed God to fend uS 
a faire wind wherewith wee went out many Boats and Falluco’s in company toge¬ 
ther,thinking all had been friends; but when wee came neereto the Caftle of Jldon- 

talto,vnoft. of the boats having got before us,two that went in company with the boat 
wherein I was, fuddainly fet upon us, and {hewed themlelves to bee French Pirats,who 
robbed us all, and tooke from mee all the money I had, which was not then above five 
pound,leaving me fome Bils of exchange which I had to take up mohy at Rome Jafter we 
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were robbed wee called in at Civita Vecba; for reliete, where I met with aigood Exglijh 
Merchant, who freely beftowed upon meeproyilion both of wine and meat, as much 
as would well fufifice mee and a friend to Rom, whither wee got in a day and night. 
When I came to Rowe I delivered my Letters to the Cardinals 5 of whom the two 
Spaniards I found proud and (lately 5 but Von Frandfco Barbarinis(who was intituled 
the Prote&orof England') I found more tra&able, kinde, and loving. I perceived 
by his difcourfe that hee knew much of England, and defired to know more 5 and 
propounded unto mee many queftions concerning the ftateof this Kingdome, and 
efpecially concerning the Archbifhop of Canterbury^whom he Teemed to affeft j and yet 
fometime againe would fay hee feared, hee would caufe fome great difturbance in our 
Kingdom?, and that certainly for his fake and by his means the King had diffolved 
lately the Parliament (which was that which before this now fitting was fo fiiddainly 
diffolved by his Majefty)which hee feared,5co//^n^and moft of the people of England^ 

would take very ill. Hee asked mee further what conceipt the people bad of the (aid 
Archbifhop; and whether they did not miftruftthat hee complyed much with toe 
Court of Rente. And laftly, he told mee that hee thought,the creating of an Englijb 

Cardinal at Romemightbeof great confequence for the conversion of thewhole King- 
dome. I laid up in my heart all this difcourfe,and well perceived fome great matters 
Were in agitation at Rome, and fome lecret compliance from England with that Court, 
which I purpofed to difeover more at large among fontsfriend? there. 

After this difcourfe with the Gardinall, I was invited to the Englijb Col!edge to 
dinner by one Father Fitzhefbert, who wTas then Re&or, a great States-man and Po¬ 
litician, with whom I had alfo great difcourfe concerning my Brother Colonel Gage, 
concerning my travels in America, and laftly concerning England; whereo* I per¬ 
ceived little difcourfe could bee had in Rome, except the Archbifhop William Laud had 
his part and (hare in it* The Jefuite began highly to praife the Arch-prelate for his 
moderate carriage towards Papifts andPreifls, boafting of the free accefle which one 
Simons, alias flood,a Jefuite had unto him at all houres,and in all occafions; and to ex¬ 
toll him the more, he brought in the Archbifhop,whom he cried down as much 
for a cruel enemie and perfecutor of the Church of Rome, and of all Papifts and Preifts. 
But the now Archbifhop, faidhee, is not onely favourable unto us there, but here 
defircth to make daily demonftrations of his great affe&ion to this our Court and 
Church 5 which, hee fhewed not long fince in fending a Common Prayer Booke, 
(which hee had compofed for the Church of Scotland) to beefirft viewed, and ap¬ 
proved of by our Pope and Cardinals. Who perufingit,liked it very well, for Prote* 
Hants to be trained in a Form of Prayer and fervicejyetconfideringthe State o $ Scotland, 

and the temper and tenents of that people,the Cardinals,(firft giving him thanks tor liis 
refpeft and dutifull compliance with them)fent him word,that they thought that form 
of prayer was not fitting for Scotland, but would breed lome ftir and unquietneffe thei e, 
for that they underftood the Scots wereaverfed from all fet Forms,& would not betyed 
andflimited to the invention of mans fpirit. having(as they thought)the true and uner¬ 
ring Spirit of God in them, which could better teach and direft them to pray.All this 
(faid Father Fiizkrbert)\ was witnefliof, who was thenfent for by the Cardinals(as in 
all like occafions, and affaires concerning England) to give them my opinion concern¬ 
ing the faid Common Prayer Booke, and the temper ot the Sow.But the good Arch¬ 
bifhop (quoth hee) hearing thecenfure of the Cardinals concerning his intention and 
Form of Prayer,to ingratiate himfelf the more into their favour,corre&ed fome things 
In ic, and made it more harfh and unreafonable for that Nation • which wee already 
heare they have ftomacked at,and will not fuffer it in many parts to be read; and wee 
juftly fear that this his Common Prayer Book, 8$ his great compliance with this Court, 
will at laft bring ftrife and divifion between the two Kingdomes of Scotland and England. 

And this moll true Relation of William Laud late Archbifhop of Canterbury, (though 
I have often fpoken of it in private difcourfe iand publiquely preached it at the 
Lefture oiWingbam in Kent,)\ could not in my confcience omit it here* both to vindi¬ 
cate the juftcenfure ofdeath,which the now fitting Parliament have formerly given a- 
gainft him for fiich like pra&ifes and compliance with Rowland fecondly to reprove the 
Ungrounded opinion anderrourof fome ignorant and Malignant fpirits, who to 
my knowledge have fince his death highly exalted him, and cryed him up for a Mar¬ 
tyr. At the fame time whilfl I was at Rome, l underftood of another great bufinefie con¬ 
cerning England, then in agitation amongft the Cardinals, and much profecutcd by 
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this Fitzberbsrt, and one father Courtney a Jefoite, fon to one Sir Thomas Leeds; which 
Was, to create one of the Engtijb Nation Cardinal! j that fo the Conversion of England, 
what by the Ailiffance of William. L ntd , what by the power of a higher per Ion, 
and what by the authority or the faid Cardinal, might be more fully and earneftly 
plotted and iudeavoured. .This bitfineffe was much agitated in England by Signior Con, 
at whofd houfe in Long Algr were many meetings of the chief Gentry of the Papilb. in 
Rome Sir William Hamilton then Agent for the Queene, vied much for the laid Cardi¬ 
nals Cap, and got a great number of friends co further this his ambitious defign. But 
hee was too yong, and (ome fcandall ofa Gentlewoman, Who (fuck too cjofc to him , 
made the red Cap unfit for his head • and fecondly, becaufe a greater then hee, to wit. 
Sir Kewlbam Vigby was appointed by the ^ueen to bee her Agent there ; who lent be¬ 
fore him his Chaplain, a great Politician and aftive Prieft, named Fittons to cake up s 
his lodging and make way, and friends for his ambitious preferment 5 who in his 
daily difco.urfe ci yed up his Mailer Digby for Cardinal!, and told mee abfolutely, that 
hee doubted not but hee would ca rry it. But though hee had great favour from the 
Queen, and was her Agent; yet hee had ftrong Antagonists in Fitzbtrbert, Courtney, 
and the reft of the crew of the Jefuites, who looked upon that honour and red Cap as 
better bscomming one of their profeffion, and fitter for a head which had formerly 
worne a ‘four Cornered black Cap, to wit,Sir7W»y Mathy. But in cafe the faid Cap 
fhonld fall from Sir Toby his head, then they would hclpe and further a third, whole 
birth and Nobility flhould advance him befoteSir Kenelbam Digky, to wit, Walter 
Mount ague, the old Earle of Adancbefter his fonne at that time. 

And-thus it was a generall and credible report in Rome, that either a Drgby, z Mathy, 

or a MountagueJhouid that yeere bee made Cardinal!. Whereby I perceived that En¬ 
gland was comming ncere to Rome, and that my defign of profdling and folio wing the 
truth in England was blalled, and that in vain I had come from America for fatisfa&ion 
of my confcisncein England. I was more troubled now then ever;' and defired to 
try all wayes, if I could bee better fatisfied concerning the PopHh Religion in Rome, 
Naples or Venice, (whither I wentj then I had been in America and among the Spaniards. 
But I found fuch exorbitances .and fcandallsin the lives of £bme Cardinals of Rome, 
whilftl was there, efpecially inDon Antonio Barbarini, and Cardinal Burgeji, who at 
midnight was taken by the Corchetes or Officers of juttice in uncivil! wayes, and came 
off frbinthenl with money, that I perceived the Ptdigibn was but as I had found it in 
America, a wide and open dobfe to loofneffe and policy, and the like in Naples and Fe- 
nice, which made mee even hate what before I had profeffed for Religion, and refblve, 
that ifl could not live in England,and there injoy my Confidence, that I would live id 
France, for a while, untill i had well learned thattongue, and then affociate my felfe 
unto the bell reformed Proteftant Church; Whereupon I obtained from the General 
of the Dominicans this enfiuing order to live in the Cloifter of Orleans, intending from 
thence at my biff opportunity to goe to Par is,Lyons,or fomc other place, and (hake off 
my Magpy habit,and to live and dye in France in the true Proteffanc and reformed Reli¬ 
gion as profeffed there. 

In Del fill o fibi DiUtto Fever end o Pairs fratri Thom re Gageo Provincial 

Anglican# Ordinis Prxdicatorum, Frater Nicolais* R&dulfius tot its* ejuf- 

dew Ordinis Magijl er Gcneralis ac fiirvvsfin Domino pi Intern. 

Conventui nopro Aurelia nenfi Provincial noftraFrand# de probo & optimo Pa¬ 

ir e Sacerdote providere cupientes fTenore pr#fentium,& noflri autboritate officii 

fupra nominal urn Fever endum Patrem Fratrem T ho mam Gageuffi revccamus 

te a quovis alio Conventu,& A [fig n am vs in ditto Convents nofird Aurelianenfi 

A fifignatumque dec lar amiss fin Nomine Pair is,& FiliiyfyS piritvs Santti, Amen. 
Mandantes Rdo. admodum Patri Magijlro Priori illiusyit te henigne recipiat, 
cum omni charitate trattet. * In qn.orm fidem his officii nofiri fijgillo mnnitis pro¬ 

pria wants(ubfieriffrnsss. Datum Swriani die nono Aprilis, 1640. 

Frater NicolausMagiffer Frater Ignatius Ciantes Magi' 
Ordinjs. ffer; -Provincialis Anglic 7: 

St Sac jus.' 
X 3 Tfor 
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The Forme whereof (as alfo the manner of fendingFryersfrora oneCloifter tolive 
in another, commonly called by them, an Aflignation) is in Englijb as followeth. 

• 

*To out Beloved in the Sow of God, the Kev trend Father Fryer Thomas Gage, 
of the Englifh Province jf the Order of Preachers^ Fryer Nicholas Rodul- 
hns of the fame whole Order Mafter Generali, and Servant in the Lort^ 

health and greeting. 

’EEbeing willing and defirous to provide for our Convent of Orleansy 
. w of our Province of France 5 of an honeft and very good Father and 

prieft. by Tenour of thefe prefent ,and by the authority of our O fhee doe recall 
you the above named Reverend Fryer 'Thomas Gage,from any other Convent, 
and doe Alfigne you in our faid Convent of Orleans5 and declare you to bee af- 
Eened, in the Name of the Father, andoftheSon, and of the HolyGhoft. 
Amen. Commanding the very Reverend Father Mafter Prior thereof, that 

hee receive you curteoufly, and entertaine you with all love and charity. In 
witneffe whereof with our owne hand wee have fubferibed thefe being lealed 
with the feale of our Office. Dated at Soriano the ninth day of April, 1640. 

Fryer Nicholas Mafter 
of the Order. 

Fryer Ignatius Ciantes Mafter 
Provinciall of England and 
Companion. 

^ ■% * 

Yet after I had got this Order, I bethought my felfe further that I would try one 
wav which was to fee if I could find out a Miracle, which might give mee better fans- 
faftionofthe Romifh Religion, then had the former experience of my life, and the lives 
of the Priefts, Cardinals, and all fuch with whom I hadlivedin £/>*;» and America. I 
had heard much of a Picture of our Lady of Loretta, and read in a Booke of Miracles or 

’ lies concerning the fame, that whofoever prayed before that pifturein the (late of mor- 
tall finne, the pifture would difeover the finne in the foule, by bluflung,and by fweat- 

Now I framed this argument to my felfe, that it was a great fin, the finof unbe- 
liefe or to waver and flagger in points of Faith 3 but in mee(according to theTenents 
of Rowe) was this fin,for I could not believe thepoint of Tranfubftantiation,and many 
other • therefore (if the Miracles which were printed of the forefaid Lady of Loretta 
were true and not lies) certainly (bee would blufli andfweat, when fuch an unbeliever 
as I prayed before her. To make this trial*, I went purpofely to Loretto, and kneeling 
downe before God, not with any faith I had in the pifture 5 I prayed earneftly to the 
true Searcher of all hearts, that in his Son Jefus Chrift he would mercifully looke up- 
on me a wretched finner,and infpire and enlighten mee with his Spirit of truth, for the 
good and falvation of my foule- In my prayer I had a fixed and feted eye upon the 
Ladies pi&ure, but could n»t perceive that fliee did either fweat or blufli, wherewith 
I arofe up from my knees much comforted and incouraged in my refolution to re¬ 
nounce and abandon Popery, and faying within my felfe as I went out of the Church, 
furelv if my Lady neither fweat nor blufli, all is well with mee, and I am in a good 
wav for falvation, and the miracles written of her are but lies. With this I refolved to 
follow the truth in fome Proteftant Church in France, and to relmquifli errour and 
lonerftition. Upon which good purpofe of mine, I prefently perceived the God of 
truth did (mile, with what I heard hee was ordering in England by an Army obScotland 
raifed for Reformation, and by a new Parliament called to fFeJlminfler, at which I faw 
the Papifts and Tefuites there began to tremble, and to fay that it would blafl all their 

defignes, and all their hopes of fetling Popery 5 W his policy was now con¬ 
demned and Gurfed, Con was dead at R ome, the Cardinals Cap for one of the 
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named was no more fpoken of, Fitton was daunted, Fitzberbert and Courtney quite dif* 
hearened, Sir Kenelbam Digby his Agency and comming to Rome put off and fufpendedi 

and with all this good newes I was much heartned and incouraged to leave off my jour¬ 
ney to France, and to return to England, where I feared not my Brother nor any kin¬ 
dred, nor the power of the Papifts, but began to trull in the prote&ion of the Parliament, 
which I was informed would reform Religion,and make fuch laws as Ihould tend to the 
undermining of all the Jefuits plots , and to theconfufion and fubverfion of the Romijh 

errours and Religion. I was too weak of body to make my journey by land (by reafon 
of my long Ague which Had but newly left mee) and fo refolved to goe to Ligorne to find 
out (hipping there ; where I found foure or five (hips of Engliflo and Hollanders ready to 
fetout, but were bound to touch at Lisboe in their way. I bargained with one Cap- 
taine Scot for my paffage, firft to Lisboe, intending there to make a fecond bargain. We 
had no fooner failed on asfarre as to theCoaft of France, joyning to the Vutcby of 
Savoy, but prefently from Canes came out part of a Fleet lying there under the com¬ 
mand of the Bifhopof 'Bordeaux todifeover us, and take us for a lawfull prize. I 
might fay much here of the valour of the good old Captaincies, who feeing all the 
other (hips had yeeldedto theFrazcBmenofWarre, would upon notermesyeeld to be 
their prize, (which they challenged becaufe wee were bound for Lisboe, then their ene¬ 
mies Country)but would fight with them all,and at laftrather blowup his fhip, then 
to deliver the goods which had been intruded to him by the Merchants of Ligorne. We 
were in a pollure to fightj our guns ready, and Mariners willing to dye that day,which 
was heavy news to me. After much treaty between the French and our valorous Cap- 
tain, who dill held out and would not yeeld, there came up to us two fhips to give us 
the lad warning that if wee yeelded not, they would immediately fet our fhip on fire. 
With this all the paffengers and many more in the fhipdefired the Captaine to yeeld 
upon fome faire Articles for thefecuring of what goods he had for England, and fbould 
appeare were not any way for the ftrengthening of any enemies totheStkeand King- 
dome of France. With much adoe our Captaine was perfwaded, and We were carried 
with the red into Canes for a lawfull prize. I feeing that the fhips were like to bee 
flayed there long, obtained the Bifhop of Burdeaux his pafle to goe to Marcells, and 
from thence by land through France. Which being granted, I went by water to Tolony 

and from thence to Marcells, and fo in company of Carriers to Lions, and from thence 
to Paris, Roane, and Deeps, where in the firft packet boat to Rye I paffed over to Eng- 
gland, where I landed upon Michaelmas day the fame yeere that this prefent Parliament 
began to fit the November following. My Brothers Spirit I found was not much daun¬ 
ted with the new Parliament, nor fome of the proudeft Papifts, who hoped for a fud- 
daindiffolvingof it; But when I faw their hopes frudrated by His Majedies content 
to the continuing of it, I thoughtthe acceptable time was come for mee, wherein i 
ought not to diffemble any further with God,the world and my friends, and fo refolved 
to bid adieu to fiefb and blood; and to prize Chrift above all my kindred, to own and 
proleffe him publiquely maugre all oppofition of hell and kindred to the contrary. I 
made my felf firft knowne to Doftor Brunnir\, Bifhop of Exeter, and to Mr. Shute of 
Lumbard Jlreet,from whom I had very comfortable and drong incouragements. The Bi¬ 
fhop of Exettr carried me to the Bilhop of Londonthen at Fullom,irom whom I received 
order to Preach my Recantation Sermon at Pauls: which done, I thought I mull yet 
doemoretofatisfie the world of myfincerity, knowing that Converts are hardly be¬ 
lieved by the common fort of people, unlefte they fee in them fuch a&ions which may 
further dilclaime Rome for ever for the future. Whereupon S refolved to enter into 
the Hate of Marriage (to which God hath already given his blefling) which the Church 
of Rome difavowes to all her Preifts* What I h&ve beene able to difeover for the good 
of this State I have done, andnotfpared (when called upon) to give in true evidence 
upon my Oath againft Jefiiites, Preifts, and Fryers; for the which (after a faire invita¬ 
tion from my Brother Colonel Gage, to come over again to Flanders, offering mee a 
thoufand pound ready money) I have been once affaulted in Alderfgatt facet; and ano¬ 
ther time like to be killed in Sbooe lane by a Captain of my Brothers Regiment, named 
Vincent who(as I was after informed)came from Flanders on purpofe to make me 
away or convey mee over, and with fuch a malicious defigne followed mee to my 
lodging, lifting tap the latch and opening thedoore, (as hee had feene mee done) and 
attempting to goe up theftaires to my chamber without any inquiry for mee,or knock- 
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ing atthecloore • from whom God gracioufly delivered me by the weak meanes of a 
Ionian my Land-lady,who flopped him from going any further 5 and being demanded 
his name,and anfweringby the nameoi Steward^ and my Land-lady telling him from 
mee that I knew him not, he went away chafing and faying that I fhould know him, 
before he had done with mee. But heethat knoweth God well, fhall know no enemy 
to his hurt j neither have I ever fince feene or knowen this man. 1 might here alio 
writedown thecontentsof athreatningletterfrom mineown Brother, when hee was 
Colonellfor the King of England and Governour of Oxford, which! forbear withfome 
tender confideration of flcfh and blood. At the beginning of the wa'rres I confeffe I 
was at a ftand as a Neophyt and new plant of the Church of England concerning the 
lawfulneffe ofthewarre; and fo continued aboveayeereinLeWo^fpendingniy owne 
meanes, till at lafl 1 was fully fatisfied,and much troubled to fee that the Papifls and molt 
of my kindred were entertained at Oxford,and in other places of the Kings Dominions; 
whereupon I refolved upon a choice for the Parliament caufe, which now in their loweft 
efiate and condition I arn not afhamed to acknowledge. From their hands and by their 
order I received a Benefice, in the which I have continued almoft foure yeers preaching 
conftantly for a through and godly Reformation intended by them,which lam ready 
to witneffe with the belt drops of blood in my veins, though true it is 1 have been en¬ 
vied, jealoufied and fufpe&ed by many* to whom I defire this my Hiltory may be a Better 
witnefle of my fincerity, and that by it I may perform w hat our Saviour Chrift fpoke 
to Tetert faying. And thou being converted flrengthen thy Brethren. I fhall think my 
time and pen happily imployed if by what here I have written, I may flrengthen the 
perufersof this frnall volume againft Popilhfuperftition whether in England, other parts, 
of Europe, AJia, or America. - for the which I fhall offer up my dayly prayers unto him, 
who (as I may well fay) miraculoufly brought me from America to England, and hath 
made ufe of mee as a lojepb to difcover the treafures of Egypt, or as the fpies to fearch into 
the land of Canaan, even the God of all Nations, to whombeafcribed by mee and all 
true and faichfull Beleevers,GIory, Power, Majefty and mercy for evermore* Amen, 

FINIS. 
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Some brief and fhort Rules for the better learning 
of the Indian tongue called Foconebi, or Fo- 

coman, commonly ufed about Guatemala and 
fome other parts of Honduras. 

Lthough it bee true that by the daily converfation which in 
moft places the Indians have mth the Spaniards, they for 
the moft part underftand the Spanifb tongue in common 
and ordinary words, fo that a Spaniard may travell a- 
mongft them, ar.dbce underftoodin what hee callethfor 
by fome or other of the Officers, who are appointed to at- 
l _,,-.11 ^ *^A t*ViPir townf^ ! "VCt bcCSUlC tend upon all fuch as travell and pafle through their townes : \ et becaule 

the perfect knowledge of the Spamjb tongue is not fo common to all Indiansi 
both men and women, nor fo generally fpoken by them as their owne-, 
therefore the Preifts and Fryers have taken pames to learn the native tongues 
of feverall places and countries, and Lave ftudied to bring them to a Form 
and method of Rules, thatfo the life of them may bee continued to fuch as 
Hall fuccecd after them. Neither is there any one language generall to all 
places but fo many feverall and different one from another, that from Chapa 
and Zoqries, to Guatemala, 'and San Salvador, and all about Honduras^ there 
are at leaft eighteen feverall languages; andm this difmct fame Fryeis who 
have perfeaiv learned fix or feven of them. Neither in any place are the /»- 
i^/tau-ht or preached unto but in their native and mother tongue,which 
becaufe tfe Preift onely can fpeake,therefore are they lo much loved and re- 

fpedled by theNatives. And although for the time I lived there, I learned 
and could fpeake in two feverall tongues, the one called Cacchqntl, the other 
ioconchi or Pocoman..which have fome connexion one withanother;y et the I o- 
conchi bemg the ealieft , and moft elegant, and that wherein I did conftamly 
preach and teach,I thought fit to fet down fome rules of it, ( with Lords 
Prayer, and brief declaration of every word in it) to witnelfe and teftifie to 
pofterity th e truth of my being in thofe parts, and the manner how thofe bar¬ 
barous tongues have, are, and may be learned. - r J 

There is not in the Veconchi tongue, nor in any other the deverhty of de- 
cknfions. which is in the Latin tongue -, yet there is a double way of decfi- 
nino all Nownes, and conjugating all Verbes, and that is with divers pai tides 
according to the words beginning with a vowell or a confonant;neither is there 
any diffeferice of cafes, but onely fuch as the laid Particles or fome Prepofiti- 

°nfi™\5aniclesfor the words or Nownes beginning witha Confanant are as 

P«,plural.c.«. Ala. Musque. As for example,Pat, fignifieth 3 

houfe, and Tat, fignificth father,which arc thus declined; 
Sing. Napat,my houie,/l/’.x,thy houfe,Rufat his houfe. Plural. C&fat, 

fioufe, A part a ^ your honfc, Zmpat tacque, their home. » 
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Sing.2totf,my Fathcr,^r<tf,thy Fathei^Rutat his Father.Plural.C4m/5our Fa¬ 
ther, At ana, your Father, gyitatacque, their Father. Thus are declined 
Nownes beginning with a Confonant. As, Queh, a horfe, Hnqueh, Aqueh, 
Ruqueh, &e. Huh, booke, or paper, Huhuh, Ahuh, Ruhuh. Moloh, Egge, 
Huntoloh, Amoloh, Rumoloh. Holom,Head, Nuholoyt, Aholom,Ruholom. Chi, 
Mouth, Huehi, Ruch't. C4w, hand,iVto?»,Rticam. Chac, ficih, 
Huchac,Achac,Ruchac. Car, fifh, Hucar,Acar, Rticar. Cacar,Acarta,Qti cart de¬ 
que. Chacquil, body or ffefh of man ; Nuchacquil? Achacq-ml, Ruchacqujl, 
Cachacquil,Achacquilta,Quchacquil tacque. ■ 

Some tvords there are which are pronounced like which are written not 
with ts, but with this letter 13, peculiar in that tongue •, as for tsi, dogge, tsi- 
quirt, bird, Hut si, my dog, ^tt/,thy dog,Rutsi, his dog,C<tfi/,our dog, Atsita, 
your dog, Quitfi tacque,their dog. Hut si quin, my bird, Atsiquin, thy bird, 
Rutsiqmn, his bird, Cat si quin, our bird, Atsi quinta,yom bird, Quit si quint at- 
qtie,their bird. 

There are no feveralfterminations for cafes, as in Latin ^ but the cafes are * 
diftinguifhed with fome particles or prepofitions, as for example. The houfe 
6f Peter, Rupat Pedro,putting the polTefTours mme,and the particle,£0, j^ich 
is a poftefllvc. So for the dative,add the particle Re 5 us for example, to 
Peter his dog, Chaye re Pedro rut Si. For the accufative,wEen it is motion to a 
place, or elfe not, adde Chi, as for example, I goe to the houfe of Peter, tyui- 
no chi rupat Pedro. The Vocative admitteth of this particle ah, or ha, of wi- 
fhing or calling, as, O my fon, or ho my fon,^h vacun, or ha vacun. The Ab¬ 
lative keeping ftil the fame termination wrth the Nominative,is expreffed with 
fome prepofition or other, as in my mouth, pan me hi, with my hand, chi nn- 
cam. In fignifying I, is undeclinable, as alfo^r, fi^nifying you, or thou. 
The poffehive mine, is alfo undeclinable,as vi chin,mine, or for me *, fo thine, 
or for thee, Ave. Where note that in this tongue there is no rv, but v, or u, 
are pronounced as rv, as though wee pronounce, wacun, my fonne, wickin, 
mine or for mcc,Am, thine or for thee •, wee write vacun, vichwyAve. 

The Particles or letters,whichfcrvc for Nounes beginning with a Vowell, 
are as followeth. Singular. V. Av. ii.Pural. C. or gu.Avta.C. or qu.tacque, 
as for example, Acun, fignifieth fon, Ixim, Corn, Ochoch, likewife houfe, 
which are thus declined. % 

Sing. Vacun,my fon, Av acun,S\y fon,RacunJS\s fon.Plural. C acun,out fon,A- 
'vacunta, your fon, Cacuntaque, their fon. 

Sing. Vixim, my com, Avixim,thy corn,i?/x/>/;,his corn. Plural, our 
coin, Aviximta,your corn, Quixim tacquesthdr corn. 

Smg.Vochech,my houfe,%Avochoch, thy houfe, Rochoch, his houfe. Plural. 
Cochoch, our houfe, Avochechta, your /houfe, Cochochtaque, their 
houfe. - * * 

So likewife are Varied or declined, Abix,Signifying a plantation, or peece of f round fowen. Acal, earth or ground. Vleu, alfo earth or ground. A each, 
en. Saveoncly that the words beginning with/, admit qn, in the firft and 

third perfon plurall; the reft admit for the fame perfons plurall, C, onely. 
And as thus I have obferved for the varying or declining of N ounes ; fo alfo 

doe all the Verbes admit of feverairparticles for their conjugating, according 
as they begin either with a vowell or a confonant. 

Thofe tLat begin with a confonant have fomewhat like the Nounes thefe 

articles following. 
Sing. Hu, Ha, Inr*. Plura\Jnca, Hatajnqnitacquc. As for example,iecoh, 

to loves Sing. 
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Sin^.Nulocoh,l \oy e,Nalocoh^xhow loveft, Inrulocoh,hee loveth.Plural. In- 

alecoh wee love , Nalocohta, yee love, Inqutlocohtaque, they love. 
Nuroca, or Nurapa, I whip, or beat. Naroea or Narapa, thou whipped or 

beateft • Inruroea, or Ihrurapa, hee whippeth or beateth. Plural. Incaroca, 
or Incarapa, wee whip, or beat*, Narocata, or Narapata-yct whip,or beat, 
Iaqutrocatacque^or Inquirjpamque, they whip or bear. 

Nutsiha,\ write,i^/Kthouwriteft, Inrut siha,hee wnteth. Plural, to- 
, wee write*' Natstbfta, yee write. In quits that deque, they write. 

There is no preterimjfSfeft tenfe,nor prete?$pluperfe&: tenfe •, but the preter- 
perfe<5t tenfe ftandeth fo^thetn*neither is there any Future,but the prefent tenfe 
ex preffeth it, and is underftood for it,according to the fenfe of the difeourfe, as 
Nulocoh Pedro,I love or wil love Peter Tinnlocoh,\ love thee,or I wil love thee. 
Yet fometimes for fuller expreffionof the Futuie tenfe, is added this Vcrbe, 
inva,I wil,navd,thou wilt,Inra,he will,as Inva nulocoh PedroJi will love Peter„ 
The Particles for the Preterperfedl tenfe,are as follow : 
S'mv.Ixm. Xa.IxruD\.u.td\..Ixca\Xd td.Ixqut tdeque.Whc- e note,that in all 

thefe panicles, and in all this language, the letter X, is pronounced hkc]h. as 
Ixnu^^nc Ifhnu.xa, like jhd. Ixru, like ifhru; Ixcd like I flu a, and fo forth. 

PrGrerperf. SingJx/iulocohfl have loved; X alfooh thou haft loved, Ixrulocoh, 
he hajfe loved. Plural. Ixcalocoh, we have loved, Xalocohta, yee have loved, /*- 
quilocoht deque, they have loved. And fo of all the Verbes above. 

The Particles for the Imperative Mood are thefe following; 
For the lingular number, and fecond perfon, Cha • for the third perfon lingu¬ 

lar Chiru- for the firft perfon plural, Chied• for the fecond, cha ta, for the third 
Chiqui tdeque: as for example. Chalocoh, love thou. Chirulocoh} let him love. 
Plural. Chiealocoh, let us love; Chalocohtd, love yee. Chiqnilot deque, let them 
love. And foofthe reft of the Verbes above. . ' 

The Optative Mood is the fam£ with the Indicative, adding to it this 
Particle Ta, which fignifieth as much as •utfnam, or, would to God, as 
Nalocoh ta Dios, would God thou love God 3 Ixnulocoh ta Dios, would God 

I had loved God. - . ... . ... 
The Conjunctive Mood alfo is the fame with the Indicative,adding to it this, 

Particle,or Prepofition vei, and ta if. As for example vei nulocoh ta Dios, if 
thou love God,vei ixnulocoh ta Dios, if I had loved God. 

There is no infinitive Mood,but the Indicative ferveth for it. As, guinchol 
nutsibay can write, guinquimir, fignifieth to die, Nuraeh, I defire, Nuraeh 

quinquimi, I defire to dye. rr I 
Note further, that in all Verbes A$ivcs, when mee and thee are exprefled* 

as the Accufative cafe followin&the Verbe, they ate coupled to the peifon that 
doeth or goeth before the Verbe, by thefe twoParticles for the prefent tenfe, 
grin,mee, Ti, thee. And for the preterperf^t tenfe, xw, mee, ixti, thee. As 

for example. * * v . 
^uimlocoh,thou loveft me,Xinklocoh,thou haft loved guinraaloc oh,thou 

wilt love me.Jgufnalocohtafiove me,or I pray God thou love me. Vei quinalo- 
coh,\£thou love me^vei xinalocoh'jl thou haft or hadft |oved m ee 5 ^uinarueh 
nalocoh,thou defireft to love me.So for the perfonbeing the Ac-cufativc.Tinulo^ 
coh,l love thee. Ixtinulocoh, I haVe loved thee. Diranulocah,I will love thee. 
Timlocobta, pray God I love thee *, veitinulocoh, if I love thee; veiixtinu- 

\ocoh, if I have or had loved thee. Dinuraeh nulocoh, I defire to love. 
Note further, thathefe two Verbes, guwchol, which fignifieth,! can or am 

able.and Inva. which fignifieth I will, when they are put with other Verbes ot 
530 * what 
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whatfoeverjperfon, they are elegantly put imperfonally in the third perfon lin¬ 
gular. As for example : 

Inchol nulocoh,1 can love. I nr a nulocoh,1 will love. Ixra ixnulocoh5 I have 
been willing to love. Ixchel ixnulocoh,1 have been able to love. Tichel nulo- 
cob51 can love thee, Tira nulocoh, I will love thee. 

The Letters or Particles for Verbes beginning with a Vowell, are thefe that 
follow. 

Sing. Inv.Nav.Inr.Plural ./zz^/.or Inc. Nauta. Inqu tacque, or /#£ tdeque. 
As for example, Tp^fignifieth to deliver,which is thus formed. 

S\x\v.Invent,! deliver.i'fa'iY^, thou delivered, Inre$a,he delivereth. Plural. 
Inque$ay wee deliver, Nave$ata, yee deliver; Inque^a tacque, they de¬ 
liver. 

^ is a Ample fignifying to wifli or defire,or will a thing,which is never found 
without thefe particles. 

Sing.Inva^l will,thou wilt, Inra9 he willjPlural. Inca, we wilfiNfa'i^ta, 
yee will, Incatacque, they will. Ivereh, to heare* Invivireh, I heare. Navivi- 
rehyxhou heareft/zw w^,he heareth. PluralJzz^»/^;>e^, we heare; Navivi- 
rehta,ytth^xtbInquivirah tacque, they heare. ^ 

Thus have I briefly fet downe the way of declining all forts of Noun^s,and 
conjugating all forts of Verbes of this tongue. It remaineth now that I {peak 
of Verbes A&ives •, their forming and their conjugating with like Particles. 
The Verbes A&ives being of divers terminations, are diverfly formed. 
Commonly thofe that end with an A, cut off the A, in the paflive, and to the 
laft confonant add hi. As for example, Nnr oca, I whip or beat, the paflive is 

1' Quinrochi. So Nurapa, I whip or beat, in the paflive is Qutnraphi. Except 
Jtutsiba, I write, which changeth b into m. guintsimhi, I am written. Thofe 
that end in ^change oh into onhi. As nulocoh,1 love, QuinloconbiyI am loved. 
So thofe that end in ch, doe change ch into hiyas Invivireh,1 hear, QUinivir- 
hi, I am heard. Nticuta, I teach, Quincuthi, I am taught, by the firft rule.But 
thofe that end in c<where note this letter £ or with a tittle under it, is pro¬ 
nounced like f)change the a into ihi. As for example: mve$a I deliver, Qui- 
7te$ibi,I am delivered. Nucam$a,I kill, Quincamcihi, I am killed .-thofe thapend 
in achb adde hi in the paflive,as Nu^ach, I forgive,in the paflive maketh Quin- 
^achhi, I am forgiven. The particles that vary, or conjugate the Verbes paf- 
iives, are thefeiollowing: 

Sing. Quin. Ti. In. Plural. Cohb or Co. Tita* Quitacque.ks fer example : 
Quinloconchijlzm loved, Tiloconhi, thou art loved. Inloconhi, heeis 

Plural. Coloconhiy wee are loved. Tiloc&nhita, yee are loved. Qmlcconhitac- 
que^ they are loved. 

Quinrochi, I am beaten or whipped; 77V^/,£hou art beaten or whipped; in- 
rochi, he is beaten or whipped. Plural. Corochi^wee are beaten or whipped-,TV- 
rochita, ye are beaten or whipped; Quirochi tacque 9 they arc beaten or whip¬ 
ped. 

The Particles for the preterperfeft tenfe are thefe following. 
Sing. Xin. Ixti. Ix. Plural. Xoh, or Xo. Ixti tah xi tacque. As for example. 

Smg.Xinloconhiyl hav^bin lo vcd.Ixtiloconhi, thou haft bin \ovedJxloconbiy 
hce hath been loved.Plural. XoloconhiyyeQ have been loved. Ixtiloconhita,yee 
have been \ovcdyXiloconhi tacque,they have been loved. Xinrochi, 1 have been 
whipped or beaten. Ixtirocbiythou haft been whipped or beaten. Ixrocbi hee 
hath been whipped or beaten. Plural. Xorechi, or xohrochiywc have been whip¬ 
ped or beaten, Ixtarochita^ye have been whipped or he^tcn.Xirochl°tacqueythcy 
have been whipped or beaten* , 

?■ The 
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The Imperative Mood is thus: 
Tihconht^ Bee thou loved, Chiloconho, let him bee loved. Plural. Chicalfa 

cmho, let us bee loved, Tiloeonhotd, bee yee loved, Chiquileconho tacque, let 
them bee loved. Where you fee the particle is changed into hoi 

The Optative Mood, and the Conjunctive are after the manner of the 
Verbs Actives,i>y put to ta in the Optative?and vei in the Conjunctive. As for 

example* 
gtiwloconhi ta, I pray God I bee loved. Tiloconhita^l pray God thou bee 

loved *, Inloconhita,1 pray God hee be loved 5 Cohloconhita,I pray God we bee 
loved.7 Tiloconhitata , I pray God yee be loved, gmloconhi ta tacque, I pray 
God they bee loved. * *•' . 

So in the preterperfeCt tenfe ta onelyis added.* as for example. 
Xtnloconhita, would to God I have or had been loved. Ixttl oconhita^xz?] God 

thou haft or hadft bin loved Jxioconkitafoxzy God he have or had been loved. 
Plur. Xoloconhita^xzy God we have or had been lovcdjxtiloconbi ta ta,l pray 
God ye have or had bin lovedfoloconhi ta tacque pray God they have or had 
been loved. Where note that the particle Ta, if any other word or fentence be 
put with the Verb,may bee put before the Verb,as Ntin tagujnloconhi,1 pray 
God I be greatly loved/Otherwife if theVerbe be alone, ta is placed after it; 

The Conjunctive Mood is thus,Vei gwnlocjonbtbe loved, Vei tilmnhi\ 
if thou bee loved ,* and fo forth* 

This is all, which commonly is taught concerning this tongue. In which 
grounds hee that is perfect in, and hatha Dictionary of the fevcrall words of 
it, may foone learn to fpeake it. As I (hall underftand by my beft fnends,th'at 
there is a defire of further printing a Dictionary,! fhall fatisfie their defires,and 
apply my felf unto it.Thefe few rules for the prefent I have thought fit to print, 
for curiofity fake,and that it may appear^how eafie the Indian tongues are to be 
learned.I fhall conclude this unparalkld work, with the Lords Prayer in that 
tongue, and with a brief explication of it. 

Cat at taxah vilcat5 N/mta incahar\ihi avi% Inchalita Avihanrifan CanaJn~ 
vanivita Navayahvir vachacal, be invantaxah. Chayeruna cahuhiinta quih 
*viic^ Na^achtacamac, he in'ca^achve quimac ximacqmvi chi quih, Macoaca* 
na chipam catacchihi fooaveqata china unche stiri, mani quire, he inqw.Amem 

■ T^ote. Cat at) according to the rule of declining Nounes,is the firft perfon 
plural,Which is known by the partlcie Ca^added to Tat,which fignifieth father j 
and Cat at is our father* 

Taxah fignifieth heaven^ it is put before the word or verb vilcat fox more ele¬ 
gancy fake, and for better placing of it, contrary to the Latin and Enplijh 
where es, and art, is put before in ccelis,or in heaven. Likewife it is put without 
a prepofition,contrary to the Greeke, Latin and Englifh : for in this tongue • 
many times the prepofitions are omitted and underftood. 

Vilcat fignifieth es ox art: it is the fecond perfon of the Verbe, Surn,es,fui, 
which is a Verbe Anomal,and riot conjugated after the rule of Verbes above. 
As for example. Vilquin, I am, Vilcat, thou art, villi6 hee is. Plural. Vile oh, wee 
are, Vilcatta, yee are, Vilque tacque, they are. The PreterperfeCt tence, XinviJ. 
have been, Ixtivi, thou haft been, Ixvi, hee hath been. Plural. X'ohvi, we havd 
been, Ixtivita,yee have been, Xivi tacque, they have been.Imperative. Tivi or 
Tivo, bee thou • Chivi or Chivo, let him be, Plurak Cohvi ta or Cohvo ta3 let 
us bee 5 Tivita or Tivota, bee yee • gutvi ta or £^uivo ta tacque, let them bee. 
The Optative and Conjunctive are according to the Rule above, by adding 
ta or vei^to the prefent tenfe,and preterperfeCt tenfe of the Indicative Mood. 

V r Nine 
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Nim ta Incaharcihi, which fignifieth, I pray God may be greatly magnified- 
Nim fignifieth great or greatly. Ta is optantis^ or of wifhing. Incaharcihi, is 
the third perfon of the Verbe gmncaharcihi, which fignifieth to be magnified 
or extolled ^ and is formed according to the rule above, from the adtive verbe, 
Nucahar^a,to magnifie or extoll ,by changing the laft a into ihi,and adding quin 
the particle of the paffiye. 

Avi thy name. Vi, fignifieth name, and according to the rule above for 
Nounes beginning with a Gonfonant a is the particle of the fecond 
perfon. 

Inchalita avihanri, let come thy Kingdome, is the proper expreffion of this 
in Englifh. Inc halt, is the third perfon of the Verbe '^mnchali, which 
fignifieth to come. Ta is as before opr ant is, or of wifhing. Ihanri or 
Ihauric, fignifieth kingdome. Av, added, fheweth the fecond perfon. 

Fan cana, upon our heads. This is a peculiar expreffion in that tongue - 
which ( as all other tongues) hath many phrafes, ftrange expreftions, proper 
elegancies and circumlocutions. Whereof this one, to fay. Let thy King- 
dome come upon our heads. Pam or Pan, is a prepofition, fignifying in or 
within, or upon. Na fignifieth head $ Nuna, my head,Cana, our head,accor¬ 
ding to the rule above: from whence they call a hit, Pan Nuna, as being upon 
the head. 

Invanivi ta Nava, let be done what thou wilt. They have no proper Noun 
to expreffe a mans will, but expreffe it by a Verbe: Invanivi, is the third per¬ 
fon of the Verbe, guinvanivi, which fignifieth to be made or done. The 
A&ive is Nuvan, I doe or make: from whence are formed many paffives, 
as Quinvan or Qmnvanhi, or Quinvani^ot Quinvanivi, or £hiinbanari; or 
guinvantihi, whereof this laft fignifieth to bee done fpeedily. And fo to 
all Verbes A&ives and Paffives, this particle tihi, is added atthe end,to figni- 
fie haft or fpeed in doing any thing. Nava, is the fecond perfon of the Verbe, 
Jnva, I will, according to the rule for verbes beginning with a vowell, Nava, 
thou wilt, Inra, he will. 

Pahvirvach a cal, here upon the face of the earth; Pahvir, isanAdverbe 
fignifying here,Vach,fignifieth face,Nuvach,vny face,Avach, thy face, Ruvach, 
his face. Acal, fignifieth the earth or ground. 

He invan tax ah, as it is done in heaven. He is an Adverbe,fignifying even as. 
Invan, is the third perfon of the paffive Verbe, guinvan, to bee done. Taxah, 
as before, fignifieth in heaven without any prepofition to it. 

Chaye runa, give to day. Nuye is the firft perfon of the prefent tenfe, fig¬ 
nifying, I give, Cha, is the particle (according to the rule above ) of the le- 
cond perfon of the Imperative,Mood. Chaye, give thou; Chyruc, let him give. 
Runa, to day. 

Cahuhun ta quih viic,our every day bread,where note that ca,put before bu- 
hnn is very elegantly placed,though it doe belong to the word viic, which figni¬ 
fieth bread. Nuviic,my bread, Caviic,our bread.Huhtw is an undeclined word, 
fignifying every one, or every thing, quih fignifieth the fun or the day. 

Na^ach ta camac, I pray God thou forgive our finnes. They ufe not here the 
Imperative Mood, as in Latin demitte,tm& in Englijl) forgivc,but with the par¬ 
ticle ta, of wifhing, they ufe the Optative Mood. Na^ach is the fecond perfon 
of the V erbe, Nu$ach, I forgive. Mac, fignifieth fin. Numac, my fin or finsy ca¬ 
mac,om fins. Laval is another word in that tongue alfo to fignifie fin. 
He inca^achve qnimacfcxzn as we forgive their fins.Inca^ach is the firft perfon 
plural, according to the rule above, for verbes beginning with a confonant-, ve 
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is put at the end for elegancy fake-Qa/ww is the third perfon plural. Where note 
thatina whole fpeech or fentence, fometimes the particle mqne obferved a- 
bove in the rule for declining is left out 5 and fometimes it is added. As here, 
quinmt their fins; orelfe ft:might have been qumniclacque. , 

mmmmM mMM. have finned again t our backs of Magnifying fin, 
'is this Verbe formed, qmnweqmwj.om.po likewife of Uvtljxn, is formed a- 
nother Verb, qitmUwni,tb fin. This Verbe quinmoc^ivi is a Deponent j of 
which fort there are many in that tongue, as qimcmm, to preach, which have 
the fame Particles as the Vetbes Paffives. CUqmh is ,3 word compounded of 
thePrcpofitroncfc and^.whfch fignifiethb^ck,andis varied like the Nounes 
beginning witha Vowcll, and joyhed with chi, figmfiyh againft, as Chtvth 
aoainftmee, againft thee, ctunb, againfthim. Plural Chtqmh again/! 

' uc cbmhta, againft yK,cMqmhucqpe, again it them. And if anotner third 

perfon bee named, dnrib, ftandctli foragainfl 
that is againtt the back. If many be named in the third perfon Plural.then chi- 
quihxlx&Aja.'i chiquihmche, or chiquih enrich e/<i/,againftall. 
tow, leave us not. This Verbe is here compounded 01 three: firft,^, 

is abbreviated from the word mmi,which fignifieth no or not, as likewife nrnn- 
chucu. Co or ceh, fisnifieth wee or us, and as in the rules be.ore I have obfer¬ 
ved .is put here before the Verb, which caufeth the »to be cut off from the verb, 
which otherwise fhould have beenznacana, of nacana, I leave;, nacana, thou 

lca.vcfkJ»ruc4ua,hc leaveth,and fo forth. * 
Chip am catacchtbi5 in our being tempted. This is another great elegancy in 

that tongue to ufe a Verbe Paflive for aNoune,and to add to it a Prepofinon 5 
as here. chtpam, which fignifieth in; and putting to the Veibe the Particles 
wherewith the Nounes are varied and declined. Numchih., fignifieth Ltempr. 
ThePaftivc Wquintacchihi.UK tempted • from whence mtacchihi, fignifieth 
my being tempted, or my temptation.3 mcchihi, thy temptation, rmcchihi, 
his temptation> catacchihi, our temptation* T 

Coavecata china unchc tsiri. Deliver us from all evil! things. 1 have 
noted before fionifyeth to deliver. ^ is the firft perfon Plural put before the 
Verbe, as I obferved in the rule above, and in that Conjun&ion or compound 
macoacana. China is a Prepofition, figmfying above or from. Unchefignifieth 
all which is undeclinable, tsiri^ is an ^cT^e poper y undeclinable alfo or 
unvanabledn Gender,Cafe,and Number , as are ah Adjedives in that tongue. 
It fignifieth evill or bad 5 as tsiri vinac,zn evill man, tsiri txoc, a bad woman, 
tsmchicop, a bad or evill beaft 5 fo likewife in the Plural number it is the fame. 
Without a Subftantivc it is as the Newter Gender, as malum for mala re*, hg- 
nifvin* an evill thin-, or evill things. The Subftantivc that is formed from 
it, is f?/>/^«//,whtch fignifieth evill or ndekednefte. Voronin, fignifieth the 

£lFXl€ 
mni mre,n ot good: this is put for a further expreffion of evils to be delivered 

from whatibever is not goodcMani I noted befoic^fignifiethnot. Qmrojs 
tsiri, an Adjedlive, figmfying good or a good thing, and is undeclinab e, unva- 
riable in both numbers. Qtiirovinac, -.a good man, quiroixoc, a good woman, 
cum chic op, a sood beaft * fo likewife in the plural number, qutro vtnac, good 
men.The Subftantivc that is derived from this Adje(ftive,is^»/^^/,goodnefs.' 
Chiohal,fignifieth the tomt.quirol*hjs Very good,tsinlah,very bad whereis 
added at t£e end of an adjeaive,it puts the fame aggravation as value in Latin, 

He inqui, even as he faith. The meaning is, even as hee faith that taught this 
prayer. Qgnqui, fignifieth I fay, tiqui, thou faieft, tnqm, hee faith, Cohq^ 



wee fay, tiqmu, yee fay, qmquitacque , they fay. 
Amen. All words which have no true expremon in the Indians tongues, 

are continued in the Sfanijh, or in the proper tongue, as here Amen. So wine 
which formerly they had not ^ they call vino 5 though by an improper word 
fomecallit C^?/7^^*,thatis,thewatei?ofCaftile. So God, they call Dios 
commonly 5 though fome call him Nim Ahval^ that is, the great Lord; 

And thus for curiofities fake, and by the intreaty of fome fpeciall friends, I 
havefurnifhed thePretfc with slanguage which never yet was printed, or 
known in England. A Merchant, Mariner, or Captaine at Sea may chance 
by fortune to be driven upon lome Coaft, where he may meet with fome Poco- 
man Indian* and it may bee of great ufe to him, to have fome light of this 
foconchi tongue. Whereunto I {hall be willing hereafter to add fomething more • 
for the good of my Countrey* and for the prefent I leave thee Reader to ftudy 
what hitherto hath briefely been delivered by mec. 
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Two hundred thoufand little boats called Canoa-s, belonged to Mexico , to 

bring provifi on into the City, p. 50. 
A Defcnption of the chiefe Market of Mexico, wherein a hundred thoufand 

perfons did ufually meet to buy and fell. p. 50,51. 
A Defcription of the great Church of Mexico ^before the ent ring of the Spa¬ 

niards, p.51, 52. 
The Papifis have continued the fa [hi on of their Churches5 Altars, Cloifters, 

and many other their abufes from the Heathens, p. 52, 53. 
The Gods of Mexico, two thoufand in; number. p* 53. \ 
Mexico after the Conquefi,was built again e with a hundred thoufand houfcs% 

p- 54* "" ' ' ; 
Fifteen thoufand Coaches are judged to be in the City of Mexico, p. 5 6. 

Vopingay prefented io the King tf/Spain, worth halfe a million of Due* 

hates, ibid. r ' 
A Lampe in Mexico worth foure hundred thoufand Crownes. ibid. 
The Attire of the female fex of Blackmores, Mulattos, and Meftiza’s in 

Mexico, p. 5 6, 57. 
T he Spaniards with their gifts to the Churches and Cloiflers cover their la* 

feivious lives 5 as is jhewedby an example in Mexico, p. 5 J. 
About two thoufand Coaches daily meet in the Alameda of Mexico, 59* 
of a fruit in the India’s, called Nuchtli. p. 60. ■ 
of feme other fruits, and efpecially of a tree called Met!, p. 6o5 6 i. 
A memorable hiftory of a great mutiny in Mexico, caufed by the too great 

power of an A}chprelateyand the Covet oufneffe of the Viceroy„■ With fwit obfer- 
vations gathered for the good of England out of the faid mutiny, p. 62* 
& fequent. 

CHAP. XIII. 
• /• • ' " - v ■ . . ‘V ' . . . x •_ 4 -'.v> > 

Shewing the fever all parts of this new world of America- and the places of 

Note about the famous City of Mexico, p. 68. 
Contents. 

A Defcriptton of the fiery Mountain, called Popocatepec* p* 69. 
The riches belonging to the Viceroy his chappell at Chapultepec, worth above 

A mi Hi on of Crownes. p. 70. 
A Defcription of a rich Defarty or wildernejje^ three leagues from Mcxicoa 

Thi 

The cruelty of Don Nunio de Guzman /wMechoac^n, p. 7*, 



The Contents, 

The manner of burying the Kings of Mechocan, before it was conquered by 
the Spaniards, p. 71, 72. J 

The Spaniards themfelves wonder that our Englifh Nation is not more Active 
in conquering more of the Continent of America bey ond Virginia, p. 73. 

Kova Albion i# America, namedfob) Sir Francis Drake, p. 74. 
How the Countrey of Jucatan was frfl named, ibid. 

Intheytar 163 2.Indians o/Jucatan mutinied againf the Spaniards.ibid. 
The City ofV aldivia /9 named from a Spaniard of that name too greedy and 

covetous of gold. p. 76. 

The famous Attempt of John Oxenham an Englifh manjrom the Coafi of 
Nombre de Dios, to the Ijland of Pearlesinthe South fea. p. 77. 

The Spanifh Fleet of Nova Hifpania taken by the Hollanders, in the river 
of Matanzos. p. 80. 

CHAP. XIIII. 

Shewing my tourney from Mexico to Chiapa, Southward, and the mofi re- 
markable places in the way. p. 81. 

Contents. 

For what reafons I flayed in America/#*/would notgoe on to the Philippine 
Ifands in the Eaft-India’s. p< 82. 

A Proclamation from the Viceroy in the market place ef Mexico , againfi 
fuch as Jhould conceal e, harbour ,md.hide any Fryer bound for the Philippina 
Ifands. p. S3. ,n 1 m pff.; 

A double Wheat harvep every yeer in a Valley ^called St. Pablo, p. 35. 
The Dominicans Cloifer in Guaxaca, very rich, andflrong. p. $6. 
The great River Alvarado, though it run from St. John de Ulhua far into 

the heart of the Countrey towards Guaxaca^f there is no Cafle, Tower, or 
Ordnance upon it. ibid. 

An Old Frier,Mafer of Divinity ,fpightfully andmalicioufly buried in a gar¬ 
den by the Friers of Guaxaca. ibid. 

Friers in ^India's may travaif and call for Turkeys, Capons, or what they 
pleafe to eat3 without any mony, upon the Indians charges, p. 87. 

Tecoantepeque aSeaTowne, upon Mar del Zur, altogether unfortified.bid. 
The Author lodged in a Wilderneffe. and offrivhtedwith a Cure avprehenfion 

cf death by Wild beads, p. 88, 89. 
The Author^ and his Companies dangerous paffage over the mountaine of 

Maquihpa, feeding three dates upon green fowre lemmons, and water, p. 90. 
& (equ. 

Two myflerious games of Tdies played between the Superiour of the Domini- 
can Friers of Chiapa, and the Author and his Company. p. 94, 95. 

Our fiately entertainment in a Towne colled St. Philip,neer Chiapa. p.95,9^. 
Our mprifonment in the Cloifer of Chiapa, and three dates penance with 

bread and water, p. 96. 
A Friers penance in Chiapa/or a Love letter to a Nun. p. 97. 
The Author made Schoole-mafer in Chiapa. ibid. 

CHAP. XV. 

Describing the Countrey of Chiapa5 with the chiefef Townes and Commodi¬ 
ties belonging to it. p. 98. 

Con- 
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Some foolifb qttepons moved to the Author by a great Don tf Cha$ty»d his 

h; «* 
moneth onelifor Confirmation of little children in Indian Townes, p. io j. 

A Bilim of Chiapa poifonedby teamen mthacnf of Chocolate, for forbid- 

din? Chacolatte to be drunke in the Church. p. 103. r,. 
The Author his anfwer to a token fent to him by a gentlewoman of Chiapa. 

P' Thtgreat Dent onty of the Indians of Chiapa in Jbewes,andpubltke feafis. 

UThe River of Tabafco very commodious for any Nation to enter up towards 

Chiapa. p. ioy. y 

CHAP. XVI. 
, • • .; r ' ' *x. " * -1 i 

Concerning two daily, and common Drinkes, or Potions much ttfedin the In- 

dia’s, called Checohtte, andAtoHe. p. 106. 
Contents. 

The Nature of the Cacao, and the tree it groweth it upon,and the two forts of 

cinnmonVne of the befi ingredients in the Chocolateand why? p. IoS. 
cAchiotie how it groweth & and for what it is good. ibid. 

Sever all waits to dr ink e the Chocolatte. p. 109. 
. > ' ) x 

CHAP. VII. 

Shewingmy Journey from^e City ofChiapa unto Guatemala,and the chief 

places in the way. p. m. ■-■v. 
1 •. Contents. 

Six th°ufMfD“ckj‘SJ™l [I u^ZnafTandflai Town of the Indians, 

P- HK. s 
Thfw^fofTerler of aTown^ called Scapula, eaufeth great fwellmgs 

" iif’ZZhtLgenus fall from the felt 
great deliverance attributed to a miracle hythe ln 1 '1 

dians had ofhisfwchty and holwe(Je, p. H5* •/ rt^lts 0f 
'The \n&nx\sguide the Friers in the night ^when they travail^ mth lights of 

Pine wood. p. 116. 
The rreat Fair of Chimaltenango. p. . rrKwWnan-* 

-The Author abufed,andfifpe£ted to be afpie, by an old frier in Chimaltena _ 

%°'suntof a fruit, orplumme, called Xocotte ,ft forfering,and alfogoodt« 

fat hogs. 117, 118. ,A. '■ 

Ar. 
A! • . 0 y:> CHAP.VIII. 

Vefcribing the Dominions, Government, Riches, andgreatneffe of the City 

of Guatemala, and Country belonging to it. p. i 18. 
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Contents. * 

Guatemala an open City without any walls\ forts : or Bulwarkes about it 
p. 118. . ■ 

The Author welcomed to Guatemala*, and frfl graced with a publick Atf of 
Divinity ^ and after made Mafter of Arts in the, fame City. p. 118 up. 

: rhef0r}ne °fthe Liters Patents^ as are ufedthere, andfent to the Ant hour to 
read Arts m thcUnivcrfity of Guatemala, ibid. 

The mannerofprefenting the Author U thefijhopfor obtaining his Licmeto 
preach publikely.y). 120.. 12I. * 

„ The forme of the Bfhops Licence toprtuch and hurt Confefyom within his 
Bijhopncke, m Spamfb, andE.n°\i(hwithfimtg/cffes upon it. p. I22. 

Donna Maria de Caftilia[wallowedup bp a river which Inddamly ru/hed out 
of a momtame neer n Guatemala Jor blafphemmg and defying God. 1124. 

The honour of the Vulcan of fire ueer Guatemala, ibid. 

Thirteen pound and a halfe of JSiefe fold about Guatemala for threepence. 

One man enely enjoying 40000. head of CatteH and one onely that hourht 
6000. neer Guatemala, ibid. . ■ ' 

How Guatemala and theTownes about areftored with provifion of Biefe and 
Mutton^ and by whom. ibid. r J ■ 1 

Foure exceeding rich Merchantt in Guatemala, befidesmam other of treat 
but infer tour wealth to them: p. 126 s ' • , . 6 5 

* i»gmet0U^e Prefldm °f Guatemala™ Carding and ga-' 

r/h!ltlthefandBuckats^ the rent of one Cloifterin Guatemala 5 be- 
Jides the treafure in it,worth a hundredthoufand Crownes.p. 127. 

mala commonly living within one Cloifter of Nuns in Guate - 

TheBifhop of Guatemala his Nun, very powerfull and rich, p.128. 
The ftrength of the Blackmon faves about the Countrey ^Guatemala.' 

p. 129* 

All the power of Guatemala is not able to reduce a few Blackmore (laves who 
are fled to the mountains about Golfo Dulce. p. 130. 

Between the Towne of Acacabaftlan and Guatemala are Mines of Copper 
and iron, and probably a treafure of Gold. p. 131. ^ 5 

vaUeyofM xco thoufand Duck at es, living likeabeaft in the 

A kind of wheat in the valley o/Mixco, ^//^Tremefino/ which after three 
wonethsfewneisharve/ledin.p. 135. J 

A Towne calledSt. Lucas, tv here wheat threjhed is laid up in Barnes ,andkee* 
peth two or three yeers with much increafe. ibid. 

‘ ^ Towne of twelve thoufand Indian inhabitants not yet conquered, rlyin? be- 
tween JucatanWVeraPaz. p. J 5 J 6 ... 

• • 0 . . .. . 

CHAP. XIX. 
, ., * C \ L. 

Shewing the Condition; quality, fa(h?on, andbehaviour of the Indians of the 
Countrcy of Guatemala,/^ the Conquefth and efpeciady of their feats and 
Joiemnities, p, 138. ■. c - J ^ ^ 

< i* i ■ .-.v .4 ■, Cori* 
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Contents. 

ThetnSiahs Sf the Codtirtj of Guatemala,//** mifrMites fy Pharaoh, 
much oppreffedby the Spaniards, tbejm*liitlf **d increase.p. 13Z. 

Awcfr-lndiaseafiertok fgnquered new, then in the time that Co'rtei 

fonqufred them. p. i3$- . . 
Some Indians choofe rather to die by fining way wiUwglyjbtn to befithyect to 

^Spaniards opprefjion and cruelty. ib\d. 
How the Indians are forced^ and distributed out by a S^antfh Officer to fervi 

f#i? Spaniards' weekly, p. 14D. . !' .. 2L 
The manner of the Indians beds * as alfo their manner of cloathing. p. 141 % 

are divided into Trikes, with achiefe head oyer ever) Tribe, p. 141.' 
Bow they agree upon contracting Marriage one with another. ibid. * 
The powdredbiefof the Indians^ commonly called Talfajo. p. 143* ^ 
The Indian Venifon^ or fief) of wild Beat,how dreffed and eaten* ibid. 

Hedgehog good meat in the India’s* ibid. 
of an Indian drinks, called Chicha.. p* *44* . f 
The Spaniards ufe much to make Indians drunke^tindthen picks their po£~ 

ketsi 144,145* • t , f j a 
The Preifis. that live in the Indian Townes are above the luftices, and GJpcin 

for peace, and whip, and give fen-ten ce and judgement in the Church againftthe 

hefi. p, 146. - - 
• The Service^and Attendants allowed tb the Prefi. p. 147. . • 

How, and what tribute the indiins faff eerly. p 148. 
The Saints and Idols of the Romijh Religion differ not from the hedlhenijh 

idols in ^Indians opinion, p. 149. . 
Saints held unprofitable by the Preifis in thelndiaS) and fit to be caft out of 

the Churches, which bring not mony and gifts unto them at leaf once a yiare. 

The Preifis trade much in wax candles^and fell fometimes one candle jive of 

fix times, p. 150* . 
Jteoldln&m womans judgement concerning the Sacrament of the Lords 

fuppef. p. 15°? I51, r 
All forties day, Chrfimas, Candlemas day, and Whitfunday , dales of great 

lucre ^ and profit to the Preifis. p. 151,152. _ . , 
The Indians are forced to marry at thirteen andfourteen yeers of age^and why ’ 

p. 
The ground of our Fairs in England, p. 154* 
Sever all dances of the Indians, p. 154,155. 

CHAP. XX. 

Shewing how, and why I departed out of Guatemala, to learns the Pbconchi 
language, and to live among the Indians- and of fome particular paffages 3 and 

Accidents whilst I lived there, p. i 5 d. 
Contents,- 

The Author going With fome few Spaniards, and Chrfiian Indians into 
Countrey ofunknowne Heathens^fell danger on fly ficky and was further in a skir 
tnijh with the Barbarians^ and by that meanes alfo in danger of his life, p. 157° 

. Indians growne up in age, forcedly driven to Baptifme, without any pfinck 
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pies in Chriftianity, by the Preifts and Friers that frft entred into A merica.ibid. 
/ Comayagua, a woody ^mountainous, and barren .Cqmtrey. p .159, 

In the India’s Are Crammers and Dictionaries of thefever all Indian tongues* 
p. 160. ■ • , - ■ * \v 

The Jut hour became perfect in the Pocohchi language in one quarter of a 

yeere. folds .--r" h . 
Themeanes,chiefly fromthe Chtfrch^tdhich the Authour enjoyed yeerly in the 

Townes ofMixco and/Pinolx. p. i6i, 162. 
A Plague of Locujts in the India’s brought no fmall profit to the Authour, 

The Spaniards 

n y -,VA,y 
Ah infectious dfeafe amongfi the Indians, broughtto the Author neer a hun¬ 

dred poundsjn halfe a yeer. ibid. 
The Authour ft ruck dorvne as dead to the ground with a ft aft of liq-htnin errand 

again in danger of his life by an Earthquake. p. 165, 166. 
Of a[mail Vermine, leffe then a flea called Nigua, common in the India’s 

wherewith the Author was in danger of lofting a leg. ibid. 
The Authour like to be killed by a Spaniard,/^ defending the poors Indians > 

p. ,167. 
A notorious Witch in the Town oft Pinola affrighted the Authour. p. 157. 

& fequ. . ' •- 
The Indian Wizards and Witches changed into ft apes of beafts by the De¬ 

vil^ as appeareth by two examples, p. 169.8c fequ. 
S ome Idolaters in the Towne 0/Mixco di[covered their preaching Idol found 

out by the Authour, and burnt publikely in the Churchand hee in great danger to 
bee killed by them. p. 171. & fequ. 

The Authors con fill within himfelfe about comming home to England/^ 
confcience fakeand his ref ilution therein, p. I So, 181. 

Neer upon 9ooo.peeces of Eight got by the Authour, in twelve yeers that hee 
lived in the India’s, p. 181. 

~ •• Cr-• ,* 1 | y • *! • **|. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Shewing my lottrneyfrom the Towne 0/Petapa into England; And Come chief 
fpgesinthewAy. p. 182. ,f. . S; ' ] . f' 

Contents. 
Relation of a face called Serro Redondo, five leagues from Petapa.p. 182.’ 
A ftrange fire and fmoake conftantly comming out of the earth neer unto a 

Towne, called Aguachapas which by the Spaniards isfuppofed to be a mouth of 
hell. p. 183. 

The priviledge of a great river, called Lempa, dividing the Countrey of 
St. Salvador, and Nicaragua, p. 184. 

A Frier thinking to take up goldfrom the bottoms of thefery Vulcan of Le¬ 
on deceived.jp. 185. . 

The City of Leon, and Countrey about, called by the Spaniards, Mahomets 
paradife. ibid. . ■ • 

About the beginning 0/February, the City 0/Granada in Nicaragua is one 
ef the rich eft places in the India’s, by reafton of many rich commodities, andfome 
of the King 0/Spain his revenews carried thither, to be tranfported by the Fri 

gats Carthagena or Havana, p. 185, 186. 
The 

* T . TV _ 
confidence in feme vleiie 

Jfl£i 
reads againft the plague of Locufts, 
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The dangerous paffagefrom the Lake o/Granada by the river5 commonly cal- 

led El Defe&uadero. p. 186. - ; 
The Authour and his Company like to be [unpriced bydmonfirous Cayman^ or 

Crocodile, p. 187. • • ; ' -: 
Authour robbed at fea by a Holland man of Wane3 o/Vfo valut of 7000. 

Brownes. p. 188,189. x 
, Frier for defending the poor's Indians c/’Nicoya two flngers 0 which 

were cut off by the Alcalde Maior. p. 194 
Author forced to dr ink e his otvne urine, lofl^ and like to perijh in an 

unknown e If and^ and afterwards upon a Roche. p. 193,194. 
Some particulars of the City of Panama, p. 195* 
The river of Chiagrc very fallow in many places, without fome great raint 

caufe the water to fall into it from the mountnines. ibid. 
Some particulars 0^Portobello, during the time that the Spanish Fleet flayeth 

there, p. 196, 
The Papifls Bread God,or Sacrament eaten andgnawneby a Moufle in Porto- 

bello-, with a Faf in bread and water for that contempt done unto their God, 

p. 197 , 198. 
The Spaniards/^? of the English that then inhabited the If and called Pro¬ 

vidence. p. 199. 
Some Englifh Prifoners at Carthagena, with one Captain Roufe, who at Ha¬ 

vana challengedfome Spaniards into the field^who hadabufea him. p. I995 200. 
Frcmthe whole Spanifh Fleet,one gallantly taken awayjvort hfourefcore thou- 

fandDuckatsfly two Holland or Engliih flips dot well knowne5 upon the Coaf of 

Havana, p. 201. 
The manner of the Dominicans habit, with the meaning oj it. p. 203* 

CHAP. X-XIL 
- - ' r* • h .1 . • 1 c* • j i 1 ^ \ .. ft*- 

Shewing how,and for what caufes ^ after I had arrived in England, I took yet 
another journey to Rome, and other parts ^ Italy, and returned again to fettle 

my felfe in this my Countrey. p. 205. 
Contents. 

Price a Monkc very familiar with William Laud late Archbiflop ^Canter¬ 
bury. p. 205. ' . . , , 

■ The Authors Brother in great favour at Court5 and afpiring to a B/flopr/cke5 
or to he Parifl Preifl of Coven garden, ibid.. 

The Authour apprehended by a Purfevant^and protected by Sir Francis VVin- 
debank.p.207. 

The Authour Jr om the low Countries got letters of recommendation to fome 

chiefe Cardinals in Rome. p. 207. 
The Author robbed French Pyrates going from Ligorne to Rome. ibid. 
The Cardinal Donprancifco Barbarini intituled the Proteciour of England 

and much acquainted with the affaires o/England5W efpecially with the actions 
and proceedings of William Laud Archbiflop of Canterbury. p. 208. 

William Laud his further Complyance with the Cardinals of Rome,^ tefli- 
fed by Fitzherbert the lefnite in aconference with the Authour. ibid. 

A defigne of making an E nglifh Car din all at Rome; and who chiefly eyed for 

thatpurpofe. p. 200. 
.A true Copy of the manner offending the Author to liv 

France, p. 209, 210. ^ » 
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The miracle printed hy the Pap if s of the hlufling andfw eating of the Ladies 
picture tf/Lofetto, tried hy the Am hour, and found to bee a meerlie. p.210. 

At the catling of the Parliament now fitting, the Romi/hmw in Italy much 
per flexed.ip« 210,211. 

The Authour taken again hy a French Fleet of flips, as he was coming home 
from Ligorne.p.211. * 

The Author twice a faulted in London by Papifis, and like to he killed for his 
prof eft on ofthe truth, andfer vice to the State, p. 211,212. 

FINIS. 
V •> 

I R A A t A. 

r.hamtig, p.1 <9,1.7, r-rrcudent^ p. 169,1.30, r. jujiea mm, ^.*70, 
nine water, 0.178,I.45, r. Priefts, p 179, 1.12»r- rentree a Patent, ibid:l l6- r. tofurther, p.l805!.2:r.a|ainft 
it, which, p.i82> I14, r. would not, p.l8?> 1. */#:r. Traptchts, p. 184* 1*5°’ r. there, p. 187,1-C, r. diftculc 
journey, p. 1 a 3,1.17, towards death, p. 198, l.i 3, r. would, p.2035l'3O> P.20p» !-4<>!49'Put^M^ 
iU/»£rk*-m nr\A Uovi* irmit in rV>p nfYt line, r.1! T 2.1-AO. r. Tlu% ibid ; 1.A2, r.quipat, p* 214)** 2 * r« 
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GAGE (Thomas). The English-Americanos SefaT^ee thousand and 
New Survey Of The West-Indias, Containing is set forth his 

Three hundred Miles within the mam fvom thence to Xalappa, to Tlaxcalla, 
Voyage from Spain to SI Iohn e u^> . Witb the description of that great 
the' City of Angeles, and forwardtoMe^ ^ his Jq . . . 
City, as it was in former times, and also ^m P , Vera paz> Truxillo, Corn- 
through the Provinces of Guaxaca, Chiapa, Guate, > ^ _ with his return 
ayagua ; with his abode Twelve years a ^ Nicoya, Panama, Portobelo, 
through the Province of Nicaragua and ' of ^Indian Tongue, called 
Cartagena, and Havana . . . With a Gram • • CoteSj and are to be sold by 
Poronchi or Pocoman . . . London, vrmteu y 

Mscolour.Uon, % 

end; old JSBty calf. 1648 Dominican monk who passed as a Spaniard. 
The hare original edition. Gage \Zrs absence in Spain; Mexico and 

In 1639-40 he made his way to after twenty y h His book 1S valuable as 

KSSssSS*East5- - “ ..... 
Wing, G109. 








