


suwuary the Opinion of the German Fovernment

by amoassador Ott in Tokyo on 11 ..oy 1941l.

[t goes without saying that the Jauranese Government itself

would be in the best »nosition to decide to whs degree the royosal
of the anerican Sresident vould restrict future Japanese 1ction
in Grenter 1ast asia Co-prosnerity Shhere. The Uerman Govarnment
canndyt but consider the oroj’osal ~s originating from a fir-re-
aching deliberation of the American ‘resident aimed at
about the relaxation of tension in the rJaciilc, 1n OF
relieve the anxieties of the anti--war elements in the
to adv-nece in the established direction of oarticination
The onl - way tToO check the deterriination of the leaders of the
mericain Government to go to war has beel arifv the foet that
american entry into the war wilil nece
participation 1in the war. Therefore, no doubt t2t the
american fresident is planning first to neutralize this foct and
then to facilitate positive actlon on the bkuronean fronte.

ihe policy of the american Uovernment is to intensiivT de facto
unnentri.l octions (patrol or convoyr) without declaring W
wait for counter-acctions by Germany and Italy, and thus
the resoongi bility of sturting the war to the axis side,
fore, the Germun Government thini-s it proner for the Jadanese
Governnent in its renly to the US4 (1) to emnhisize th:'t the
continuince of actions contrary to internuational law such

satrol or convoy, now being taken b the iamerican Government Vadd
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18 Intentionnal measures of the US. to nrovoke war,
and that it will ncceessarlily force Japan to enter the war, (2) to
state clearly that the Japancsce Government is eady to study
imerlcan proposals if the USi. refraoins from such actions,

In view of the grave effects this mitter cain h.ve on the
powers of the Tripartile Pact, the German Government ﬁsks-of t he

Japanese Government that the content of the Jar.inecsc rcply before

belng disnatched he conf'ldentially shown to the German =nd Italin ;.

Government and that their oninions thereof be hard,
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