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Rcfense Nocument 401 (68)

Mot ct el

REPOURTED JAFAFLSLE TROOF MCOVEMENTS

Secrctarv Yull cenforr:d with the Japancsc fmbassador and ir.
furusu on Dccember l.“ThL Scerctary said that in the currcnt discussions we
had to takce inteo account the bellicosc uttorances emanating from Tokyo. He
emchasized that wc did not orenosc to go into partnership with Japan's
military lcaders; that he had not hesrd on. whisper of pcac¢ frem thom, "only
bluster and bloodcurdling thrcats!, “Thc Japancsc represcntatives said that
stztements of Japancsc cofficials werc taken morc scriously in the United States
than was warranted; that thusc statuments were misquotcd in the nress,

The Scerctary :aid that this Government had no idca of trying to
bluff Javan and that h. saw no occsassion fer Jznan's grying to bluff us; he
cmphasizca that "thore is e limit boyend which we cannot zo',

ric made clcar th2t this Covernment was anxious te help settle the
China affair if a scttlocmecnt cculd be reached in 2ccordance with the basic
nrinciples discusscd in the conversaticns, snd that undcr such circumstances
wc weuld be glad to cffir our good officcs., Yo said that under cxisting
circumstanccs, whilc Janar was bound in the Tripartitc :act, Japan might just
&8 well ask us te ceasc aiding Britain as te coasc aiding China. The United
States would give Janan 2ll the matcriels it want.d, hc s3id, if Japen's
military l.adcers wouls oilly show that Jaran iantended to rursuc a -eacceful
coursc.

The Scerctary obscrved that Jzoancss troons in Indochins consti-
tuted a mennec te the South Scas arca; thet the stationing of th.sc troops in
Indochina was making it ncccessary for the United States and its fricnds to
kcep large numbers of zrmcd forccs immobilizcd in ﬁast Asla; that in this way
Japan's 2cts wcre having thoe cffcet of aiding Hitler. Mo c2lled attention to
r.rorts of hcavy Japancsc trco~ mevuments in Indocninz, steting that we could
nct be surc vhat the Japsncec military lcaders were likely to do. Tho Scerc-
tary said that vc could not "sit still" whilc thcse dcvelopments werc taking

placc; that we would not allow oursclves to be driven out of the Tacific. He
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s7id thot thcre was nc rcascn fer ceoanftict between the United States and Japan;

that Japan cdid not have to usc 2 swérd to gain "a scat at the head of the

The “Ambossacdir said the Javancsas vceonle belicved that the United
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states vanted to keep Jacen fishting with Chine and to kccn Janan stranglcd;
that the Joamoncsce ncople werc f2ced with the alternatives of surrcndiring to
the Unitcd Stat:s o of fighting, r. Furusu s2id that thc Jan2ncsc Covernment
had circcted hain te inguir. what was th. ﬁltimatp ain ¢f the Unitcd States in
the cenvorsitions and to request that the United States Government make "deccp
r.flcction of this mattoer®.

¢ cnnwhlle, this Government rcecived rerorts of continucd Japancsec
trouvn sovemants to Indechins. In o communicaticn of Neeccember 2, hendied to the
dananec Jmbtssacdor by Under Scerctsry ".clles, residunt Rooscvelt 1naulred ro-
gerdln” th.sc reports =nd asked to be informed of the nctunl reasens for thosc
steps,  The Frosicdont stated thot tho stztioning of inerosscd Javencsce forcus
in Indochina scemed to imply the intention to utilize thoesc forces for further
eggrossicn; that such aggression misht b: ~zninst the Fhilinpin. Islands, thce
L .therlands Indics, Burms, *ol-ys, or Thril=nd,

(n Decwmber 5 the. Jaranose Ambassador hended to Scerctery Hull 2 ronply
~hich stst.d th2t as Chincsce trcons had roccntly shown freguint siens of move-
ments ~leng the nerthoern fronticr ef “rench Indoching borduring on Chine,
Jimancse treons, with the objoet mzinly of toking prectutionary mersurcs, h-d
boun redinferecd to = ecrtoin cxtont in th. nerthora mort of Fronch Indcoching g
thet 2s 2 noturzl scquence of this stcov, corta2in movenonts hud been made among
thc treops stationed in the southurn nart of the szid territory; and that an
extggerated ronort hed bicn made of th.sc movemints.

In 3 ccnvirsation which followed with thc Jonancsc Ambassador =nd ir,
furusu, the Scerctary said that he had bocn under the impression thot Janan had
been meving forecs into northern Indechina for the purposc of zttnacking China
from therc; that he h-d ncver heard bofore thot thesc troop movcements werc for

the purnposc of definsc ng-inst Chincse attack.
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Ambassader Nemura said thet the Javancsc were alarmcd over the in- l
|
croasing navail and military pro~erations of the "ABCD povers'; that the ;
Tnited Stnt.os blamed Janan for' its peove inte Indochins but thot if Indochinn :
}
verc centrelled by othur noviers it would be a menacc to Ja2pan. Ir. Kurusu |
s21d that if »n agrcceaont could be roached on tinporary measurcs, we could
wrocecd with the cxnloration of fundomont-l solutions; thst whaot was nceded
imncdls tely wns a2 timporary cxncdicnt,
The Scerctrry said that we could seclve matt.rs vithout deday 3T the '
Jamnese Government would ronounce its peliey of force and agercssion. He
P g &8
ndded that we were not looking for troublc but that at the same time "we werc
nct running wy from mcnncces",
itxccrpt from "Feacc and War®
Cfficlal vublication
Yeporument of State, U..S. A.
Iazes 138-140
L]
|
]
F
)
|
:
“',




