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"Therefore, I repliod to the minister that I would take up
the mission,"

The next day = 4 Nov. 1941.

"I visited Prime Minister Tojo in his War Ministry rosidenco

whon Tojo_told me, among other things that: 'I think chances of
success might be 30 percont and of failure orcent, !

"Tojo stressed that, owing to various circumstances in nepo-

tiation, there would be no _more_delay permittod than the certain
period of time fixed,."

A A AR S

"eseel visited the U.S. Ambassador and thankod him for his
help in obtaining the plane seat for my trip to tho U.S.A., At
that time the Ambassador /Grow/ asked me whother I was carrying
somo_ncw proposal or not, to which I replioed, 'no! and he showed

, an gir of disappointment and said that then there would be no neced
| | of my going to the U,S.A,

* % ¥ % ¥ *

"I also visitod ARITA/Hachiro/ ox-foreign ministor .., .ond
in reply to his cuestion I told him my foelings regarding the
state of development of war oporations plans,™ (A.N.~-Bight also

be "I frankly expressod my opinion and tho possibility that tho
plan of operations is being carried on.")
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I, HAYASHI Kaoru hereby certify

that I am officially connected with the Japanese Government in the

follt:;wing cepacitys Chlef of the Archives' Sectlion,

o — e ———

Forelgn Minlistry

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
and that as such official I have custody of the document hereto

attached consisting of 60 pagcs, dated 5,June 1942, and
"iMbassador KURUSU's report"

descfibed 0.8 follows!

}(

officinl doocument of the Japanese Gevernment, and that it is part
’of the official archives and files of the following named ministry

or department (specifying alsc the {ile number or citation, if any,

or any other official designetion of the regular location of the

document in the archives or files)s

3
E
I further certify that' the attoched record and document is an ; J
i
y
§
|

Foreign Minlstry

il
r‘
|
l

Signed at ToOkyoO on this

156th day of December, 1947,

. SEAL )
Witness: Chiefmﬂrchives, Section. ; .
. Official Capacity :
Statement of Official Procurement
I, BEWRY SHIMDJIMP ., hersby cortity
that I em associated with the General Hendquarters of the Supreme
Commender for the Allied Powers, and that the above certification :
wes obtained by me from the above signed officiunl of the Japanese | s

Government in the conduct of my officiel business.

Signed at gijﬁ? on this
ST

day of Da.c - , 19447

Witness: 2” /Zf"-/“‘/}
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arp SSAIOR, KUZUSTZS reORT, 5 June 1242

TATIE OF_Cf T TS -
' = - Debails of the visit to America.

. 9 Crossing of the FTacific Qcean

B Details of the Negotiatio’s.
Lo Various ccnditions after the outbreak of var.

-.--_--

n =1 JI-57I5U Annivarsary '3 NovemHﬂTf 1047, helng
the officiel

axr ectedly, 1 went O

are Forelfn pMinister ™CO, 13 ce-ldnister

Those present upgtalirs W
NICFI and rriefs of the buraaus OT saections 1in cha-ge of the matters

ccncernin?'the nspotiations with Americe and it csemed that am impor-
cluded, After rourhly dnserihinr the

tant conferenCE'had just heen con
present state of %the nepotiations wvith Amarica, the Forelfn Minisuer
askad m2 o EO to Amorica aS @ srecial envoy to make & 1ast effcort 1O

sattle the nerotiations. :
the relations hetween

nccording to the Minister's exy Lanation
in a criticel ctate;

Javan and America Were, not te mince natters,
attitude 1 the nerotiations was as obetiratc

that 1is, the Am~rican &%

and firm as &ver, pivine ne avicences of comporise. On the other

han¢, the economic pressure of America had Frovn mMOTE and mOTC gerious
;4 apy further jelay /in taxing /

t£il) the circumstances gid not marnm
the relative doploymantﬁ of the

a resoluta step to meet 13 hasides,
' apy delicat?® wurn,
as EYCWINE less

military forcas o
! was steadily shrinking.

. end the 1ittle timo 12
and less and the ! common ! groun .
“mTle, must be complet91? riven ur
of communications,

gendin an envey to amarica, for X

for the time heing i view of the current jnter-upuion

» “gnd 8C O7e guch wera “he circumstances manticnac hy the Mi"ister’.
oyt according to the Forelfn ¥inistar's axrlanation, if it were for-

tunataly possiblo to fly ovar the Pacific in & nelirnar® shrourh the

cooperation of the U.S. Fovernment,'it wae estimatad +1.at after W/
arrivel in the 3 hao gHill some more Cays 1.aft,

United ctates there would * |
scanty as ther WaTe, for negotl +p hanc, as 1

s+ion. And on the oth
judged that the two prorosals, 4 and R, which had heen showm in pri-
vate at the meeting as the 1ast provosals

of our country, were compar-
- +iyely simple ir formula anc thot T might De ~hla tc yave

the way for
the sclution of tha situntion, OF mirh

+ nt least gain an ipkling of
America's £inal intentions vhich had bhnen pluays A matuer of douht to
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us, so I ventured to rerly that I would undertake the important duty.
Needless to say, the vhole nation should arise as cne man te face and
overcome the serious situation which has been almost unprecedented in
our country, but it is my long cherished cpinion thet true national
| solidarity which is to he estahlished voluntarily by thc will of all
| | classas of the nation should not be sourbt by preassure, and tnat such
' ¥ solidarity may he estahlished only when the whole people are well ac-
cuainted with the fact that our country has beer doing hor hest-tc the
last moment to exbaust evory means for the meintenonce of poace, More- 1
ovir, there wasn't, of course, time to look for the most suitable man
deliberatelr at the critical moment, and it was also extiremelv diffi-
cult to trouble an elder exnerienced g-onior in viow of the mede of
' travel plarn-d at that time, Such heing the circumstancns, I cama to
tha conclusiorn that there was »o other wav but toc undortake the task
myself. T-en T asked him /the Vinister/ to choose a suitable sncre- |
tary tc eccompany me who wvas well-informed of the prorross of the N
\ nepctiations ur to that tir-a, The Vice-I'inister and othars talked the B
metter over, and as a rosult, thov ihfermelly decidaed teo trouble
Shiroji YUKI, former Chief of tha First ~2ction of the Puroru- of
tmerican Affai-s., And as to sacuring spoats ir the airplana, Section
| Chief Mr. KAST was tc promptly ask Am*rssador Crew to use his influ-
| arco, Thus, the main arranromonts having been made; I recelved the
| | important documants related te the matter and roturned homo. Faving 3
a crowd of ermotions in my henrt, I trird to pot some slacr, :

I

On th~ following morning, from n further investifation of the

documents conc-rnad and frem hearing of the competent officiamls! ax- -
planations, I bocame acouaintod ¥ith the outline of the circumstanc s o
under which the nerotinticns which had rrepressed comparstivelv well :
til11 then had come suddenly to a deadlock owing to tno advance of tha i§

Jaranese troops inte Franch Indc=-China ancd lrarnad that the most Aiffi-
cult rointe in this negoti-tion lay (1) in the probliom of evacuation
from Chine (2) in tho opan-door problem ir China, snd (3) in the pro-
hlam of the Trimartite Pact hotvaen Jupan, Germany and italy. Mien-
wvhile, Forcirn Ministor TGGO rmorted to the Throne through thn Frime
Minister that I was tc be sant te the U,5.4,, and by the efficial ]
concornad I was informad that the Ambassador of tha ,.3.h. had resdily .
consantad to use his good offfices and had cabled to the Ttate DJepsri- i3
ment calling for its approval ragardin: the said guestion. In the A
aftornoon the Amcrican Governmont gave a re~ly throt it would resaerve A
a saat for me in the "Clipper" and that the rlsane would wait for me '
at Fongkong postponin~ her departure for twe days. Now all the i -
arranfements for my Jaavine for Americs had hz2on completad, r

Then, after baving made vericus arrangements with Foreiem Minister -
T0GO, I callad cn Fromier TCJO at the Var Ministor's officisl rrosiderce " B
and, as srrcisl envoy to Amrica, I asked the Fromior, vwhom I wvas |
mecting for tha first time, to five his instructions, The Fremier
told me, recalling reverently to the mind what His Maj:sty had told him
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at the time of his report to the Throne, that Fis Majesty had beon gra-
ciously pleased to ask ouestions ahout my heclth, and I sted toars of
eratitude. Of course, the Premier fell in with the Foreign Ministor's
view that it would ha very difficult for me to accomplish my mission,
but he expected that Amarien would not wish the commencement of hostili-
ties rashly in vinw of tho fact that (1) the preparations for the two-
ocean operations ware insufficient, that (2) tho whole American peoorle ;
had not yet approved of war, and thnt (3) important notional defense x
materials such as rubber, tin, and so for, hacd not suffiently been pro-
vided for, and it vas his opinion that ve should not conclude that ¥
thers would bn ahsolutely no rossibility cf conecluding the nefotia- 7
: tions, and that the probahilitv of success to failure was as throe to
| saven, Ha thor emphagizad that, of the thr a diffi=nlt roints in the
| regotistions, the »roblem on thn withdrawal of troops vould admit of l
ne coneassion vhatsoever, and that in vi-w of the various circumstances ™
nc rostrenement of rora than a certain period of time would he rer- '
mitted for tha concluding of nepotiations. I sair Food-bye to him aftar ;
asking a few cucctions on som2 imrortnnt poi-ts and rivine my frank 4
viecws on nation:] unity. I thon mnde n farewell visit tce the Americsan
| ‘mbassader, an old friond of mine, to thank him for his kind services
in arrangirg s ~lane saeat for ma, Ha asked me if T were taking any new ,
proposal vith me. At my answer "'mo", hea lookad much disappointed and 2
frankly exprossed the vier ns an ol@ acquaintance that if such be the
: casa, thare w=s no necassity of my taking the trouble of poirr over to
America, On this, I told him thot if we had a capital plar that would . -
immedizately save the situntion unger the curre-t acute situstion as the |
imbassador exrectea, an irmmediate wire to Washingten would save my foing :
to dmerica, Fowever, it was our Imparial Covernment's aim to try ewory f
possible means te meintain r2ace, For instance, as both the American and
the Jarenese nepotistors in "eshington had royreatedly discussed the e
same rointe at issue for mores then 3ix months in the past, we should :
not he ble te puarantoe, humanly spaakirg, thet the roints of theoir
chservation had not hicome sterocotyred and, to my thinking, theres mipht
still ho some chance thet mr participation would lead to a somewhat now
Fhase,
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The Amhassador seamed to have uncerstood me. On mv leaving, the
ambassador called in Mrs, Crew whom I had knowvm for a leng tim» and we
shook hands. She was moved to tears finally, Considering that )Mr. and
Mrs. Grew had b=en in Japan for a long time endeavoring to promote the
relations hatween fmorica and Jaran, I did not find it herd to onter
into their frelinps, Aftar that, thae same nirht, I called on ex-
Foreigrn Minister ARITA to exchange opirions with him snd hesrd some
vary imrort-nt heme nawvsg from him. In rotly to his cuestion I ex-
Fressed mv copi-ion as to anv- rossible devolopment in the military opera-
tion plar. On my way heme, I further visitnd Mr, higeru YOSHIDA and
afther exchanping views with hirm, raturnad home at two 8.Mm., and took a
nap. At four in the mo ning, I left homo for Tokyo Station., I went to
Oprama with “ecrotary YUKI and confidential Secretary SFIMAZU by the
first train on the Yokosuka I'ine., After a srort rost, we rot in a middle
sizad Navy homber and flew strairht to Formosa, it 4 p.m. wo reached
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Okayama Airfield neoar Takao. The grand spectacle of Navy planes fiying
side by side overawad the airfiald and made a deep impression upon me.
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