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Summary :

L. Produetion of synthetic grsoline never amounted to
cnough to meke plants producing it desireobic bombing targets.

2. J[lthough it had been planncd to attain a mazimum ycarly
production of #%,000,000 kilolitres the most ever produccd in onc year
was 134,000 kilolitres,

3. The lack of technical "know how" in re¢finery construction
was a major obstacle in sccuring e satisfactory volume of production,

4s The over-organized ~dministration for control and alloca~
tion of o0il lcd to confusion with the result that mazimum usc was not
mede of existing supplics and/or copacitics.
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Q. It has been reported that thc bombing of synthctic gasoline plents
was incffcctive because these plents were not 1n production as a
result of shortages in catalyst raw motcerials such as cobalt. 1Is

this truert
A. Production was very low but we had ~ sufficient stock pile of cobalt,

Q. What were thc factors, then, that causcd the slump in production?
L. Therc wcre four important factors:

. Shortagc of transportation
. Lack of propcr machinery meintencnce
Lbscnteclism

b
o
d. Shortagc of coal

) “That éffuct did'diroct B-29 reids have on the synthctic?
» It was not grc-t. Onc low temperaturc carbonization plant was
burned complctely, and onc hydrogenation plant. The Fischer plant

(Miike) rcccived 509 demagc. The cffcet on total production was
negligible.

0. Of the four factors you have listed oS becing the most important
causcs of low synthetic gasolinec production which do you consider
the most important?

. Of coursc it voried from pl-nt to plont Hut ‘overall the disruption
of transportation was the grentest couse. In certain plents the
conl shortoge was the,-grentest limiting factor. B

Q. TWerce these fectors 211 results of cir attock on allicd industry,
transport. tion, and urban APCnsT
A I would sey yes, definitely.

@. Then the B-29 raids:actually rcducced production of synthetice
gasoline although not by dircet attock on synthetic grsolinc
plants?

. A, That 1s TI0g.

Q. Can you cstim atc total synthetic gesolinc production by yecars
for me? - i
L. I heve approxim~te figures with mc.

1K) R 91,000 kilolitres
T T (ORI |, . )€ < ; + B
11 A ———— 134,000 "
1945 —mm—mmmmm—===34,800 "

rl@LS rcprésontcd'fiﬁc months production only.

QL" Wheat h-d you planned Q.S youf maZimum nnu~l throughput?
A. In 1941 we planned to attaln an -nnucl production of 4,000,000
kilolitrces.

Q. What were the rcesons for the ercot disparity bctween your plonned
production and your actual throughput?

4. I would say the four reasons I gove you before, plus the foct
thot we were unacble to build 2il the plemts we had planned because
of the shortage of stecl,

Q. Isn't it truc that you 1-~cked .the technical "know-how" to burld
an cffcetive synthetic industry?

L. Ve did all right in the laboratory but when it coame to actual
production in the refincry we ron into troubhlec with high pressurcs
snd high tempcraturcs. Our refinery construction was not good.

Q. In 1945 how was your crnpacity divided among synthetic processces?
L. Fischer-Tropach accounted for sixty wnercent; hvdrogenation —-
2%s ond low tempereaturc corbonization---38%,
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Q. Did actuel production break do'm on tho sare pereentage basisd
L. 40, Lov tenpcrature carbonization nlerts accounted for 3053
Fischer==15u, and hydrogrcnation 5% e

0, hy didn't production follow erpacity norc closcly?

i Tr0 lerec Fischer plants ~¢ e ~oL oucr: Ling, Je could not finish
the ltunoi plents beesusc we lacred stcel, ‘the’ ine-asaki plant with
e capacity of 40,000 i-ilolitres to be nanufz cturcd frox westc gas
available from the imayrosaki Iron Tlorks was not in o errtion be-
cruse trc iron uorks ras shut doun,

Qe Cun you rive ne trc olesncd capreity, actunl cevacity, and through-
put of the follo :in: Fischer plantseeeiliikc Coal iiquefaction, Talikawa,
:nd Anngascki?

Mo YCB,
rlant »1anncd Copacity Conﬁictog Capacity Throu hout
[ ike 40,000 +1/y 40,000 k1/y 20,000 k1/y
Tel-ikava 80,000 40,000 /., 000 -
imarasaki 40,000 £.0,000 F———

1, How mcny iso=octonc plunus did you hove ¢nd here erc they located?
A, .¢ had threcc plants===Universcl 0il .roducts processe===locaicd at
Psuruni, Favesali, snd veluni,

0, h't vas tre ye rly capacity for thesc plants?
A, Tsuru i=--=2400 kilolitres, - o-psalie==A00 kilolitres, and Iuakuni
-==/, 300 l:ilolities,

0. ‘hat was your cctual production by plant?
A, iractically nothinges They werc 211 burned sut by thc bombing attecks

Q. iajor Tekahashi, In closing i.is int~rvies, I should lilc teo ged your
opinion on & wattcr not dircctly econcerncd trith synthctic nroduction
but one with wnien you werc intirctely concernsd and thet is the
overall ad 'inistration of petroleour during the ver, 1 »ave made quite
a study of thc orzaniz: tional sctup tg control and allocate oile-the
Cebinet « lanning Board, the irmy .nd = oavy 0il Comuittec, the Tuel
Buresu, the soterisl ‘obilization Secefion of the irmy ...nistry, the
Jilitary fuecl Goard, Alr Service Board, and Ordnuncc Doard, cond it
appeals to wz lhat confuslon ust neve resulted fron the ovcrelap
of -uthority, and the un:icldy size of your organization. ‘hat is
your 0:inion.

A, Yes, there was .uch coniueion ostly resultin: frov bic eri~g lLe=
tween the Arny cnd the lavy, Thls not only rcduced the cfficicacey
of tho .iilitery but nurt thc civilian econonry as rrelle




