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The Art of Conversation

-

It is good to rub and polish our brain against that of others.—
Montaigne.

The first ingredient in conversation is truth; the next, good
sense; the third, good humor, and the fourth, wit.—S8ir W. Temple.

One of the best rules in conversation is, never to say a thing
which any of the company can reasonably wish had been left un-
sald. —Swift. ' _

Among well-bred people, a mutual deference is affected; con-
tempt to others disguised; authority concealed; attention given to
each in his turn; and an easy stream of conversation is maintained,
without vehemence, without interruption, without eagerness for
victory, and without any airs of superiority.—Hume.

To listen well, is as powerful a means of influence as to talk
well, and is as essential to all true conversation.

A single conversation across the table with a wise man is
worth a month’s study of books.—Chinese Proverd.

The art of conversation consists as much in listening politely,
as in falking agreeably.—Atwell.

I dor’t like to talk mueh with people who always agree with

me. Itis amusing to coquette with an echo for a while, but one soon
tires of it.—Carlyle. '
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The tone of good conversation is brilliant and natural....It is
neither tedious nor frivolous.... It is instructive without pedantry;
gay, without tumulfuousness; polished, without affectation; gallant,
without insipidity ; waggish without equivocation. —Rousseau.

As it is the characteristic of great wits to say much in few

words, so it is of small wits to talk much, and say nothing.—
Rochefoucauld.

There cannot be & greater rudeness than to interrupt another in
the current of his discourse.—Locke.

The extreme pleasure we take in talking of ourselves should

make us fear that we give very little to those that hear us.—
Roclefoucauld.

Take as many half mizuntes as you can get, but never talk half
a minute without pausing and giving others an opportunity to strike
in.—Swift.

The pith of conversation does not consist in exhibiting your
own superior knowledge in matters of small importance, but in

enlarging, improving, and correcting the information you possess,
by the authority of others.—Walter Scott.

In company it is a very great fault to be more forward in set-
ting off one’s self, and talking to show one’s parts, than to learn the
worth, and be truly acquainted with the abilities of men.... He thaf
makes it business not to know, but to be known, is like a foolish
tradesman, who makes all the haste he can to sell off his old stock,
but takes no thought of laying any new.—Clarron.

e, 2 P

The Possibility of Impossibility
WYX REBEGFHEBRMHLA

The writer is ever of opinion that the difference between those
who succeed and those who fail is wholly decided by whetber or not
they have an iron resolution of possibility. To speak the truth, a
man’s life means a battle. It is the resolute man who can arm
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himself to fight throungh all his life. He knows that nothing is
‘impossible if he will try. The block of granite which the coward sees
as a great hindrance in his path, becomes a stepping-stone in the way
of a resolute man. Obstacles and bhandicaps only stiffen his sinews
to overcome them. Failure is but a lesson to teach him to push on

to the goal of success. In a word, he aims only to make possibilities
of seeming impossibilities,_

On the other hand, the coward sees every difficult thing ahead
of him as impossible, When obstacles and handicaps knock on his
door, he yields to them. The words, *‘try’’ and ‘‘do,”’ are entirely
unknown to him. If he meets anything which is at all difficult, be
loses his courage. Instead of trying to do his best, he will say,
*It’s impossible; I can’t do that.”’ As a resnlt, this man, I am sure,
will accomplish nothing in his life. Certainly, it is a sad sight that
he should suffer a miserable life and submit to being a slave under
the pressure of hard impediments.

After a careful study of the famous men’s biographies of the
past, you will find how they surmounted all impossibilities and
raised themselves to the front rank of the world’s greatest. The
life of Abraham ILincoln, for instance, gives us a good model.
Being born from a poor family, bhe had no such good opportunity to
enter a school as other rich boys had.. In his youth, he had no
teacher and no books, Poor as he was, he had a right heart to
endure hardships and an iron resolution to conquer impossibilities.
He always kept his head up and his face toward success. It wasin
a humble log cabin without floor or windows that this bright boy
studied very diligently by himself. Lastly, without any outside
help, the poor boy turned out to.be the President of the United
States of America.

The second example here may be mentioned is George Stephen-
son. Being a miner’s son, it was out of his father’s power to sup-
port him at any school. When he was young, he watched cows for
his neighbor. Inspite of his poor situation, he used his leisure time
to make engines of clay with hemlock sticks for pipes. In 1814 he
actually built a locomotive engine. At first he failed to impress the
public with the value of his invention. The failure, however, only
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strengthened his determination to try again. To every one's ad-
miration and surprise, his “Rocket” made its appearance in England
and was used for the Liverpool and Manchester Railway. It
attained a speed of thirty-five miles an hour. Now, if we think of
the advantages of the railway, the name of George Stephenson will
certainly come to our memory.

During the decline of Athens, there was born a remarkable
orator, who, I think, stood second fo none among all the orators in
Athens. Demosthenes was the man. How could he enjoy the fame ?
To answer this question, two simple words may be used—*‘try"
and ‘“do.” DBeing an awkward, sickly, and stammering boy, he had
no special gift for oratory. When he first tried to speak before the
people, he failed, on account of the defects of his gestures and
speech. After discovering these, he made up his mind to correct
them. In order to train himself to speak with a loud voice before a
big audience, he went to the seashore, where he practiced speaking
above the noise of the waves, Knowing that he could not pronounce
every word distinctly, he put pebbles into his mouth, so that he
could not help speaking with effort. He also corrected his gestures
by putting a large looking-glass in his room and speaking before it.
After many years of patient effort in making himself a master of that

art, he became a most great and famous orator that Athens had
ever produced.

The above three models show that if every one has a deter-
nmined mind to try, everything is possible. The world always stands
aside for the resolute man. Napoleon Bonaparte onece said, ¢ ¢ Im-
possible’ is a word found only in the dictionary of fools.”” First
believe that you can do, and then go ahead. Don't say * Impos-
sible,” but “Try ! Keep your resolution in mind and say with
deep, earnest feeling: ‘I can succeed! All that is possible to any
one is possible to me!’” With a whole heart, with perseverance,
.and with determination make possibilities of seeming impossibilities.
Surely, you can succeed and stand forever among the greatest of
~mankind! '



