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THE SUPREME NEeED OF CHINA,
. Tse-lien Chiu (BRESESH)
&%ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁk%ﬂt AR TR — R
" The brilliant success of our revolutionary war has occasioned gr-
eat surprises over the world. In the beginning, there was a nationwide
expectation that the fruit of republican rule would immediately follow
the declaration of a new form of government, But has this hope been
realized? No, it still remains to be a vision. We have been plunged in-
to the perilous depths of continual civil strife. Towns and villages have
been reduced to ruins and hundreds of thousands of homeless men,,
women and children in all parts of the country have been driven in-
sane before the bayonnets of the ever increasing mercenaries, Indeed,
our country has been led to the brink of impoverishment and devast-
ation, our country has been in constant danger of bankruptey and in-
ternational partition. In this chaotic condition, what is China’s supreme
need? Whenever this question is brought up, the current opin‘on is so
diversified that we can hardly find the right one. The followmg are
some of these opinions,

Firstly, in the mind of most people, they want militarism to be

. suppressed. The militarists who were of scant importance in former
days. have wielded the sceptre of power both in Peking and in all
parts of the Republic. At first, the conflicts were only between the
southern and northern provinces, but, recently, wars have been raging
even among the once-sworn brothers of the same party. They have
left behind them nothing beneficial to the people but an unprecedente i
record of nation-wide suffering, incalculable material losses and in-
deed, a trail of ruins throughout the past fourteen years. '
Secondly, it has been the opinion of another group of people



—

that China isin urgent need (f a well-drawn and workable permanent
constitution. It is really a great disgrace that, for fully fourteen ye-
ars, China has been without a permanent constitution in spite of the
fact that she has claimed to be a republic. Although we heve made
geveral attempts to draft a permanent constitution, yet no one ¢an be
declared as the permanent constitution of China for they were drawn
by only a few men who were not the real representatives of the peo-
ple, Moreover, they are inapplicable to our country as the drafters
were ignorant of the actual conditions throughout the country and co-
pied blindly the ready made constitutions of other nations., It is the
lack of a permanent constitution that sets the Celestial Land in such
a chaotic and disorderly condition: | '

Thirdly, according to some people, China should be industrialized,
This problem has been greatly intensified since the ingress of west-
ern standard of living, As we produce less manufactured goods than
consumed, enormous excess of imports over exporfs kas been eonst-
antly recorded, and these excesses must be paid for, On the other ha-
nd, our infant industries have been greatly hampérei by keen foreign
competition. We fine no means to potect these young industries by
setting up a tariff wall, as our tariff rates have been fixed by treat-
jes. Though a United Press dispatch from Washington forecasts the
rapid industrialization of China as a result of revision of tariff rates,
yet China will never be industrialized unless tariff automomy should
be unconditionally granted.

Fourthly, during these few years, we have been unanimously
demanding for the abrogation of unequal treaties, for it is these tre-
aties that have hampered our industries, infringed our sovereign rights
and impaired the territorial and administrative integrity of China, It
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is due to these unequal treaties that there is the phenomenon of a
multiplicity of courts in one and the same locality. It is due to these
treaties that China has been deprived of her right fo fix her own ta-
riff rates, a right enjoyed by all sovereign states throughout the wo-
rld. Besides, the right of railroad building, of coasted and inland na-
v'gation and of mining have also been vested in the hands of foreign
nations by these very treaties made decades ago under duress and
gpecial conditions. '
_ The above mentioned may represent the current opinion of most
Chineze about the question "“What is the supreme need of China?”
But in my opinion, it is neither the supression of militarism, nor the
draft of a permanent constitution; nor the industrialization of China,
~nor the revision of unequal treaties that is the most urgent need at
the present eritical moment. We want a basic and more fundamental
reform, We want an effective, stable and strong central government-
agovernment that is based upon the consent of those who are govern-
ed, a governmeut that will expréss the will of the people, and a governme-
nt that will command the respect and obedience of all provinces, Mr.
Tong Shao-yi, our veteran statesman, once said: ”For more than ten
years, we have not had a govevnment which could be respected by
foreign nations. Consequently not a single thing has been aceomplis-
hed. We must have a sound government before we can expect to be
respected and frusted by others”. Yes when we have a sound govern-
ment, we will be able to carry out many reforms and command the
respect of other powers, |
With the establishment of a strong government, militarism will
dle a natural death. If any Tuchun or militarist is bold enough to dis-
rezard any order from the central government, he would be disciplin-
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ed by the hand of law, It is to be expected that the first ease of th-
is kind will have such sobering effect that any other so called milit-
arist would not dare to trespass his own boundary and to perform the
melicious deeds as he has done before, Then acts of self-aggrandise-
ment on the part of a Tuchun will no longer be witnessed. When su-
‘ch situation should prevail in China, peace and order will reign over
the Repuflic and law will no longer be the personal will of the mil-
itarists,

“ Moreover, under the strict supervision of this central govern-
ment, a permanent constitution can be drafted as well by worthy me-
mbers of parliament elected directly by the people. To prevent any
immoral praétice, the central government would vigilantly supervise
over the drafting. Whenever there is anything wrong the wrong doer
would be mercilessly punished by the mighty Weapon of the people.
When a permanent constitution has been drafted, the weakest of all
the weak points in- the Chinese system would be eliminated. Until
that time, China can easily demand the complete independence from
foreign interference and will be without doubt a real master in her
own household. But it is only through the strict supervi_sion of a st-
rong government that a permanent constitution like this can be lega-
lly drafted. | o

* Furthermore, the industrialization of China can be realized if it
is backed by a strong government, Railroads will be no Ionger inter-
fered by the militarists and quick transportation of freight and pass-
enger will de rendered possible. The probable extension and constru-
ction of new roads will bring unlimited resources of coal and iron from
their mines to the great manufacturing or distributing centres. Other
minerals such as copper. lead, zinc and other basic materials, essenti-



als to all industrial development, can also be easily conveyed from
one place to another by modern transportation facilities, Through the
streneous efforts of an effective govenment, tariff autonomy will be
easily carried out to foster our young industries so that the infernat-
jonal trade balance will be no longer unfavorable to us. Therefore the
rapid industrialization of China will be easily realized whenever there
is a strong government to direct its effort for the protection and fos-
tering of infant industries. - ..

. Finally, when we have an effective and stable government, the
revision or even abolition of unequal treaties will be made an easy ta-
sk, for foreigners can no longer refuse our demand on the ground th-
at China has not a stable government responsible for the protection
of foroign people. Since most of our treaties were concluded under du-
ress or special conditions, we have ample reasons fo demand for their
rovision. But if we have no stable gover..ment to back up the demand,
our claims will never be effective. If once all the unequal treaties
were revised, our territorial and adminstrative integrity would be
respected, Under such circumstances, there would be an equal opport-
unity for commerce and industry between China and other nations,
We shall have no more multiplicity of courts in one and the same
Jocality. We shall have absolute freedon in fixing the tariff rates, and
indeed, we shall regain all the rights we are deprived of by these tr-
eaties years or decades ago. Now, geuntlemen, you might disbelieve in
what I have said; but, I can show you ample historical proof about
this, A century ago, Japan was fettered by unequal treaties justas
China is at present. But, being backed by a strong government, Jap-
an has thrown off the ycke of foreign domination and carved out a
place for herself in the affairs of the world,



e 6 enem

Now, we have seen the relation of a strong government with the
suppression of militarism, the draft of a permanent constitution, the
industrialization of China and the revision of unequal treaties, Thera-
fore I dare to conclude that it is through the establishment of a strong
central government that China will set her house in order and it is
only. through the establishment of a strong government that hér mo-
urnful wilderness will be turned into beautiful cities and her arid
deserts will be transformed into blessed oases of peace and culture,
Let us, and us all, demand an offective and strong central govern-
ment so that China will once more glitter with its *feasts amidst pestil-
ence,” its prosperity and its splendor among the family of natioms.
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