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An Accompt of fome Books.
I, 7he DIVINE HISTORY ofthe GENESIS of the
WORLD, explicated and illustrated | London 1670. in <o,

His Author (not thinking fit to give us his Name) taketh no fmall
pains to explain in this his Book the Genefis of the World , as “tis
delivered by Mofes , efteemed by him the only true’ Philofopher, In
doing which, he yet profefles, that he diffents not from the Pagan Phi-
lofophy cut of a Spirit of Contradiction, or to flazter Chriftianity, but
retains whatever of truth he hath found thercin, and all the 2ids of the
fame , whether they be Platonical Speculations , Peripatetical Ratiocina-
tions, or EpicurcanSenfations, and even Sceptical Caution it felf ; af-
firming , that he is Dogmatical only in fuch Pofitions, as lie proves by the
concurrence of Divine Authority, Human Argument, and Senfible Expe=
riment,

In his Preface he feems not to be a little difpleafed to hear fome Chrift;.-
an Philofophers affirm , thatthe very Effences and Formalities of all Ele-
mentary , Vegetative and Senfitive Natures , arc' only Marrer and
Motion,

Inthe Body of the Book he endeavorsto demonftrate , that the World
had a Beginning , and labors to difprove the poffibility of the Worlds be-
ing ab aserno.

Then, he attempts to give usfrom the firlt Chapter .of Gezefis a Body
of Natural Philofophy, difcourfing of the Chuaos, the Four Elements,
Quantity, Number, Time, Extenfion, Figure, Pdtofity, Denfity, Rari-
ty, Gravity, Levity, Reft, Motion, Place, Space, and Vacuity, (which
laft he reje®s , fhewing himfelf withal a great friend to Aotion of Tri-
on;) fufther of Generation and Corruption and the: Proceffe thereof ,
together with aScale and Order - of all Generable and Corroptible Na-
tures.  Thenhe proceeds to treat of Heat, Light, Colours, the Air and
its Elafticity ; where he examines the Torrice/lian Experiment , not ad-
mitting that to be anInftance of Vacuity, but efteeming , that a grear
force of Introfuction (fo he calls it) makestemporary poresand pervious
paflages; by which the Air pafies through the Body of Azercary it felfin-
tothe Tube,and thereby is fo very mrich expanded.

After this he confiders Cold, Sound, Meteors, Water, Odors, Sapors
the Fiux and Reflux of Waters | prefenting witho! his H)zrorbzﬁ: of
Tydes , and affigning certain Criteria, to try its truz by ; which done,
hegoes on to treat of the Earth, and of what is contrined in the Bowels
thereof; handling alfo of Drinefs, Confiftence, Magnetifme, snd Fic-
&ricity : Farther he thews himfelf a gre:t Favorer to the Ref of the
Earth; and having taken great pains to affert the fame | how fuccefsfully

good

[
]
The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to @ﬁ 2
Philosophical Transactions (1665-1678). RINGIS

®
Www.jstor.org



(1084)

good Altronomers may judge) he paffes on to difcourfe of Vegetables ;
then of the Celefltial Bodies , and among them of Comers, which he fup-
pofeth to be made up of the Kthereal Effluvia of the Luminaries | orthe
Conflavia of the Aithereal matter ; as Aereal Meteors are made of
Vapors.

I?urthet, he difcourfes of the Formation of Fifhes and Fowls. then, of
Senfation, Imagination, Appetite; Beafts, Man, Human Body, Human
Body, Human Spirit, theimageof Godin Man, and the Immortality of
the Human Soul : where he reprefents Man as the Centrick Orbe of
the whole World , making him the 4bflrat thereof, and thatone Na-
ture , which all other Creatures do circumferentially refpe@, relating to
him one way oranother , as{o many hinesina Circle to the Center.

Inthe Clofe, he obferves two things:

1. The Symmetrical and Uniform Chorography of the whole Maffe of
Matter, and of the feveral parts thereof , exadtly adjulted according to
the more or lefs Denfity of theirMatter | and the more or lefs AQivity of
their Qualities ;. viz. the Super-ather (as he terms ir) or the urmoft Cic-
cumference of the World ; and wichin that  the £ther ; and within this,
the Air; and withinthem all | the Zerragueonss Globe , and inmoft Center
thereof.

1. The eafie Comprehenfion of the A4ge of the World, accordingto
the Mofuical Chromilogy ; there being in that not above 150 Generations
between Usand Adam , inregard chatthat Sacred Writing enumerateth,
from ddam to Chrift inclufively , no more than 76 Generations ; and al-
lowing 4 Generations to every Century fince the Nativity of Chrift, the
Total will not exceed the number above-fpecified.

1. FRANC. TRAV AGIN I, S#per Obfervationibm a [¢ fa-
(tis tempore altimornm Terre-Motaum , ac potiffimum Ragufiani,
PHYSICA DISQUISITIO, feu, GYRI TER-
RAE DIVRNI INDICITU M. Lugduni Batavorum,
1669. in 400

His Penctian Philofopher acquaints the Curious in this Book with

fome Obfervations , made by himfelf in two late Earth-quakes, and

by othersalfo, in the laft about Ragafs , whence he thinks an Argument

may be drawnto confirm, among other proofs , the Dinrnal Motion of
the Earth.

His Obfervations are, thatinthofe Earth-quakes himfelf did find, be-
fides a fub/ulsing perpendicular motion , found by others | a concomitant
Lateral one , from weft to Eaff ; which lacter he conceives was not cau-
fed by the former, (which he alfo endeavors to prove} butonly difcovered
byit: jultas the progreflive Motion of a Boat , carried witha ftill fiream,
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is not produced 5 but only made fenfible s from an accidental checks to aperfon , thae
thall have been put in irafleep, when it was at r_eﬁ,, ‘bu: awakens 5 after it was
made to- {wim down a fill River 3 who will think himfelf un-moved , tll the
Boat meet with fome flop 5 whereby for the time its courfe will either be hindred ,
or difturbed ». and he made fenfible of his being in motion..

He alledges divers other Oblervations , made of Rviers, fufpended Bells, and
Church-Lamps, which were all obferved by himfelf and many others to have like-
wife the faid lateral and vibrating motion. ~ Whereupon he admonitheth his Readers,
that they would , on the like- occafions , take very particular notice of all the feveral
motions in Barthquakes 5 and then confider with themfelves 5 whether from f(uch Obfer-
vations » univerfally made , importing , that the Barth in Earth-quakes is vibrated to-
wards the Eaft, sndthat that Vibration cannot proceed from its {uccuffation ;. (which
is oncly able to caule a perpendicular motion in the trembling Earth, ) it may. be
validly infersed 5. that the Barth hath a Diumal Progreflive Motion from  Weft to

Eait.

111 QU4AEs1I0 TRIPLEX De ANNO MENSE ¢ DIE
CHRISTI NATI y, BAPTISTATI ¢ MORTHIL Auth,
R, P. Michaele Senelchallo. & 8. F.. Leodiiy 1670.. in 4o,

Iiis Author undertaketh to.prove in this Chronological Treatile not only the

Year and Month s but allo the Day and Hour of the Nativity of Chrifty and

of his Paptifme and Dedth. In the doing of which he maketh diligent refearch of all
Writers of Chronology in general ; and then examins: prrticularly -the Variety of their
Opinions concerning the Subject under Confideration ;- dikcovering much Induftry and

Learning in il thele Inquiries,

IV. HERMANNI GRHUBE , M. D. Commentarins de aodo- S I M-
PLICIHM MEDICAMENTORHUM FACULTATES cog«
nofcendi. Hafniz & Francofurti , 1669. in 8o,

= O this Treatife is prefixed an Epiftle of Dolor Thomas Bartholin concerning
T this very Bock and Argument; by which it appeareth, chat this Author is mot
contented with Ariffotle to enquire , Why. bitter or ftrong-{ented Medica-
ments- and Plants do moftly purge, and fragrant ones provoke to urine 3 nor with Ga-
len, to find out their Vertuesby the Colour, Smell and Tafte , but proceeds to par-
ticulat Experimentss. and examines alfo , HFow and upon what account the Vertues of
Plants ate difcoverable by the Smell and Tafte 3 defcending to thie confideration of the
feveral Particles, Figures, and Pores, upon which the diverfity of thofe Sen(stions de-
pends 3 and fuper-adding the Experiments of lober Chymifts, and the Principles of the
Gartefian Philofophy, to thofe of Arifiotle and Galen.

Mean while the Learned Bartholin commends very much the knowledge and ufe of
fimple Native Medicins, elpecially prepared of Demeftique Plants, and dire@s to
fuch at home , as may perform the part of Exoticks. VVh.re he {pecificth the ufc of
European Dock_ inftead of Rhubarb 5 of Elder inftead of sena; of Cumphry inflead
of Machoacans of Irisinftead of Falup y &c. For Pargatives he finds at home Green
Barley » the Powder of St. Fobn's wort 5 &c.  He taketh our Wallents o be a Succes
dancum to Nutmegs 5 the Root of Angelica to Coftus 5 Scordium or Penny-Royal to the
Dictamnce of Crere 3 the Sup of Fire, to Opobal{amum 5 the Geranium Mofchatum, or
{weet- fented Cranes-Billy ro the Indian adusk s &e.

Having donethis; he maketh a- Reflexion oo the Tndicstures taken from Plants by
their Tafte , and oblexveth , that though much may be thence colleéted 5 yet Experience
is the Chief Mafter of all : where he didains not to recommend even 1o grtacﬁv_hy,
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ficlans the ufe of fimple Medicins made of Herbs, ufed by plain Countrey-men, Nur-
fes, ‘Farriers, ¢o'c. affirming, that the chief of the Anticnt Phyficians, as Celfus,
Scriboniusy Marcellus, Diofcorides and others have done fo.

He taketh notice , Firft, That the external likene(s in fome Plants is not 1o be alto=
gether defpifed 5 affirming , that fromthence it was difcovered y that our A4 fbweed, like
to Guaiacum o is conducive to the Lues Peneres 5 and otber Maligne Dileales. se-
condlyy Thatneither the outward Signature is to be totally neglected 3 fince the Andients
thereby did firft difcover , that Hypericum was good for wounds ; Pulmonaria for the
Lungs ; Saxifraga, for the Gravels Wa!nuts for the Diflempers of the Heud. VVhere he
notes , that thele fignes do not fo much ieipe@ the partsof the Body, as their Diftemper.

He concludethwith obferving , that thofe Plants wvhichafford £ales of the like Figure,
feem to evince alikenefs in their Vertues. LUipon this accompt he compareth together
Wormwood and Pellitory on the Wali; Baulm and Fennel ; Licorifh and Capilius Ve-
neris 5 Rofemaryand Bug.ojfe. &c.

The Treatile it {elf 5 to which this Epift'e is an Inttodu@ion, is dire@ed to Medical
Pra&ice , and enlarged with divers ufeful Oblervations for the fake of young Phyficians.

V. DE L4CTE L#N A Differtatip Medica, Johannis Danielis Majoris, Ph.
¢ M. D. Kiloni1667 in 40.

His Book came but very lately to our view ; And that the extravaganr Name of irg
Subjeét may not take off {ober men from confidering it 5 we fhall ar the very firt
tell them , that by this affeted word of Lac Lune nothing elfe is meant here, than

Flores Argenti , -or afine white porous and fiiable Earth , infipid and without feent y dif-
foluble in water 5 and tinging it with a milky colour 5 and -fometimes raifing a kind of
ebullitionin-it 5 found commonly in Silver-Mines , and in them fublimed and flicking to
the roofs of the rocky Hils 3 having a drying and abflerfive quality 5 and therefore good a-
gainft the afflix of {harp humors in ulcerated parts 5 ferving alfo for an excellent Cofme-
tick. All which particulars are atlarge deduced and dilcourfed upon by the Author 3
who obferveth, firfl, That Gefner in his Book of Foffils taketh good notice of this
Mineral Earth; and .affirms it to be found in the Mountains of Helvetia, elpecially
that, whichis called adount Pilat., From whom he thinks chat others, as Eoethins g
Boot s Olaus Wormiusy Aldrovandusy €alceolariusy and others, have taken the hinc.
secondly, He maketh the matter of this Earth to be the Metallick Vapors of Silver~
Ore , by fome fermentation raifed and fublimed, and then condenfed.
Thirdly; Having commended its 4bfferfive and Cofmetique quality, he giveth this fol-
lowing Recipes
LaZ. Lune Drachm. V1L
Lacoe Virginian. wvel Elorentin. Drdchm. 1.
2Mofchi optim. gran 1T, vei 1IL
Mifc. exaite  fiat pulvis fubtilis.
shich Powder, be f2ith, when 'tis to be ufed for the face orhands , may, for more con-
vemiency, be moiftened with fome Efience of Bengoin, Rofe-water or Orange waters
whereby the skin fhall acquire a natural and florid whitenefs, withour any denger of
mifchicf. “
Fousth'y 5 Inquiring into the particalar places of the Generation of thisEarth , heaf
€iims icto be found 5 as in the above-named Mountains of Felvetia, (o in the Mines of
New Spain, and about the Adexican Bay, as alic about Pernfiumin Traly , in an e near
Hamborough , calied Heilige Land 5 belonging to the Duke of Holffein ; and in Sil:fig
near Brufnirg. :
Erraras In Numb. 58, p. 1186, 1 17. 1. 20 remove, px1o2. L x2. 1. at Franchin. P
1200, 1. 161, before noon.
In Numb. 59. p. 1041.1. 19. r. Pupiila which dilates, p. 1045. 1, 20. v."pipe,T took
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