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DIRECT EXAMINATICN CF NARITA, Katsushiro,
by Mr. Blakeney.
35387 X The witness identified and verified exhibit 3614 as his

| 35388 affidavit. * The affidavit stated that the witness served in the first
& section of the Turopean-Asiatic Rureau from June 1934 to January 1938;
1 in the Fmbassy in Berlin from March to Cctober 1938; in the embassy in
| Hsingking from December 193€ to Aupust 1940; as senior -secretary and

| later chief of the first section of the European-Asiatic Pureau from

| August 1940 to November 1942; and as chief of the personnel section

| from November 1942 to August 1945.

For over three years of his first service in the First Section
35389 * The Pureau Director was TCGO. In this poriod there ware numerous
Japanese-Soviet problems. TCCO's practice as hureau director in charpe
of Soviet affairs was to protest stiffly against any Soviet delicts, but
to be equally stern in reprimending those on the Jipaness side puilty of
| improper practices. They got many rscuests from. the war ministry or
the ambassador in Hsingking, who was concurrently C=in-C of the Kwantung
Army, to make protests to the USSR concerning border incidents. These
recuests were routed through the first section, were culte numerous,
and many were seen and managed by the witneass, and meny were not.
Recuests were sometimes made orally by *the war ministrv to his section,
T0GC frequently said that bafore making the protest further investipation
! 35390 would * have to be made to pive assurance that the fault was not on the
Japanese side, and in such cases had such instructions for further
investigation sent to the Fsingking embassy or war ministry. He often
suggested to the war ministry and Kwentung /irmy that they mend their
ways and refrain from committing wrongs themselves if they wished the
Japanese position to be strong when there weras cases of Soviet faults,
TCGC also -admonished military anthorities concerning other cases of
Soviet-Japanese or Soviet-Manchulkuoan disputes.

i N =

| . : : -
i Business men operating concessions in Sakhalin snd Japanese
}' fishermen operating in Soviat waters mwnder fisheries aprreements, fre-
| cuently complained te the foreign ministry, through the first section,
of Soviet oppression., TOGO often told them in the witnese'! presence
. , that there was fault on thelr side too, and that they were exapgerating
: or concealing facts, and were generally noit devotin; - =ir sincere
efforts to compliance with their concession contracts or fishery rights.
l: 35391 * Cn these occasions when they asked the miristry to take a strong
}; stand against the USSR, TOGC woulc tell them that th=y were attempting
, unduly to depend on government protection, and that cniv when the USSR
r had acted in a clearly illegal manner couldé they expect povernment
P help.
|

During this period the conclusion of the anii-Comintern Fact
had a cooling effect on Soviet-Japanese relations. Althourh it was the
I , Turopean-Asiatic Bureau under -TCGC which had to manage ihe foreign
ministry's work in connection with its conclusion, he h . 1« . then that
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35392

TCGO'8 bpinicn was that the cendlusion of a political apreéement por Nt

Goping withian jdeology was meaninpless. TOCO  strongly bppdsad“ﬂtﬁtng-

thening the anti=Comintern Fact, or anything in the' neture of a“ (Gexrman-
Japanesafltalian<allianceg.and.immedlately.on learning of >tha negotiations
he présented;histvihwa:tO'tha forelem minister to that affadt o The ="
wdtneds Jearned: that his copinion was that Nazi‘fofeign‘policyfﬁﬂu&urﬂrvr
evcntﬁally*ﬁring1ﬁermany-intoféonflict with the Sovist, Britain, and: 'L
other countries, and that such an alliance not only would not contribute
to solvingxthe:Ghina~kffair,.but would involve‘Japan'in‘Europe?and‘"?
oventually world turmoil.. TOGO's attitude toward tho allisnce,” and MiE
unrecponeivenaess to German supgestions of closer cooparation in” economic
matters Telating to Chind, jed to deterioration of his relationd with- =1y
Ribbentrop erd intensified opposition from military and naval citeles Lic
to whom his presence in-Berlin appeared an obatacla to realizing-their

- -desira for: tloser Cerman-Japanese collaboraticn,

35393

35394

1t was this attitude and opposition from military cirelas <7
which the witness 1earned brought about his removal from Perlin and i m
Voscow,: - What the witness 1earned then and reported to TOGO 4in a letter
of 6 December 193E, he identified as exhibit 26140, | * Fxhibit 3614 -A
stated that the wiitness weas suppesed ‘to have been informed that TOGC
nas actively working in NoscOw, while in Tokyco he was informed that thacl,
choica of ambassadors to ritein was difficult, and Foraign Minister e
UGAKI said it would be pood if TCGO went to London, but if he did so the
problem vould arisa of promoting OSHIMA to the ambassadorship. When the
army started to work for transferring the smbassador to Rerlin, UCAK]
*» was sald to have seen 1O necessity for the transfer, for the amhassador
at that time had not failed. However, malicioue telegrams Were gent from
Ma jor-General KASAFARA and Naval Attache KOJIMA, stating that TOGO was
avtremely unpopular with German anthorities and higher officials such
as Ribbentrop paid no attention to him, and at the time of tha Czecho-
glovakian problem all the ambassadors of friendly nations went to
Manich except TOGO. o LF

Yoreover, it bepan to be urped that CSHIMA should ba used for
the negotiations. The pressure of the military had thus prevailed. It
seemed therefore that the telegrams from Berlin pointine out OSHINA's
disqualification had hardly been-utilized hy foreipn of ce authorities.

. - The affidavit continued, and the witness added that this™
information came from the director of the European-Agiatic Bureau, who
was familiar with the matter. ' ion © ' how




NARITA, Katsushird

Social Status and Domicile: TOKYO Prefecture, military class.

| Date of Births Oct 5, 1904

|L -u % % n " 2 i s s b

g

f 1917 Apr. Enhtered 1lst Middle School of TOKYO Prefecture.

‘ 1922 Mar, Finished the Middle School Course.
1922 Apre. Entered Class A, Literary Course of 1lst High School,
1925 Mar. Graduated from Class A, Literary course of the said school.
1925 Apr. Entered Political Science Department,Law College TOKYO

Imperial Universitye.

1927 Nove 7 Passed Higher Civil -Service Examination for Diplomatic
Servicee.

| 1928 Mar. 31 Graduated from Political Science Department, Law College,
TOKYD Imperial University;
Appointed a clerk of Foreign Ministry;
Granted 5th Grade Selary (Poreign Ministry);
Ordered to stay in Britain (Foreign Ministry).

| 1928 July 17 Laft TOKYO,
1928 Aug. 30 Arrived at port in Iondon.

1929 Sep. 9 Appointed Diplomatic Probationer;
Received 7th Rank of Higher Civil Service (Cabime t);
Granted 4th Grade Salary (Foreign Ministry);
Ordered to stay in Britain (Foreign Ministry).

1929 Nov, 12 Appointed member of the suite to Delegate Plenipotentiary to
London Naval Conference. (Cabinet)

I S R it T e ﬁ" ,

1929 Oct, 1 Conferred 7th Court Rank, Junior Grade.
1931 Jan. 29 Ordered to stay in U.SeSRe (Foreign Ministry).
1931 Jun 30 Granted 3rd Grade Salary (Foreign Ministry).

1931 Nov,. 2 Awarded a silver cup for services in conclusion of London
Naval Treaty.
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1932 Jun 30

1932 Jul. 15
1934 Jun. 30

1935 June 11

1935 July 1
1935 Dec. 23
1936 Jan. 15
1936 July 1

1937 Jul 30

1937 Dec. 27

1938 Sep. 17

1939 Dec, 27

1940 Feb, 1

1940 Aug. 19

1940 Oct. 12

l9h-0 Dec, 21[.

Granted 2nd Grade Salary (Foreign Ministry);.
Received 6th Rank of Higher Civil Service(Cabinet).

Conferred 7th Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Appointed Administrative Official of Foreign Ministry;

Received 6th Rank of Higher Civil Service.(Cabinet);

Granted 7th Grade Salary ;

Ordered to serve in lst Section of Europe and Asia Bureau
(Foreign Ministry)

Appointed Secretary of Relief Investigation Committee.
(Cabinet)

Granted 6th Grade Salary (Foreign Ministry).
Received 5th Rank of Higher Civil Service (Cabinet).
Conferred 6th Court Rank, Junior Grade,

Granted 5th Grade Salary (Foreign Ministry).

Relieved as Secretary of Relief Investigation Committee.
(Cabinet)

Appointed 3rd Secretary to the Embassy;

Received 5th Rank of Higher Civil Service (Cabinet);
Granted lst Grade Salary;

Ordered to stay in Germany (Foreign Ministry).

Ordered to stay in Manchoukuo (Foreign Ministry).

Appointed 2nd Secretary to the Embassy;

Received 4th Rank of Higher Civil Service (Cabinet);
Granted 2nd Grade Salary;

Ordered to stay in Manchoukuo (Foreign Ministry).

Conferred 6th Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Appointed Administrative Official of Foreign Ministry;
Received 4th Rank of Higher Civil Service.(Cabinet);
Granted 3rd Grade Salary;

Ordered to serve in lat Section of Furope and Adia

Bureau (Foreign Ministry).

Appointed Secretary of Foreign Ministry,

Received )th Rank of Higher Civil Service (Cabinet);

Granted 3rd Grade Salary;

Appointed Chief of lst Section, Europe and Asia Bureau
(Foreign Ministry)e

Appointed concurrently Secretary of Railway Ministry;
Received 4th Rank of Higher Civil Service (Cabinet);
Ordered to serve in Transportation Bureau (Railway Ministry)

-0




N
"

1941 Jan.

13

1941 June 30
1941 July 8

191{.2 Sepe

1942 Nove

1942 Nov.

19h2 Octe
1943 Feb.

l9h0 Apre

1945 Auge

1945 Sep.

30

28

=

26

28

1945 Sepe 15

1946 Jan.

1946 Feb,
1945 Oct.

1946 Apr.

19&7 Bep-

19

30

30

Appointed concurrently Secretary of Agriculture

and Forestry Ministry;

Received L4th Rank of Higher Civil Service (Gabinet) 3

Ordered to serve in Fisheries Bureau (Agriculture and
Forestry Ministry).

Granted 2nd Grade Salary (Foreign Ministry).

Awarded the Order of the Sacred Treasure, 6th Order
of Hﬂritn

Received 3rd Rank of Higher Civil Service (mainduty) (Cabinet);
Granted 1st Grade Salary (Poreign Ministry).

Appoiinted Chief of Personnel Section of Minister's
Secretariat (Foreign Ministry);

(Secretary of Railway Ministry was renamed Railway
Official according to the Imperial Ordinance for
Administration Simplification.)

Relieved of the additional post as Secretary of
Agriculture and Forestry Minisiry (Cabinet).

Reliaved of additional duty (Cabinet).
Appointed standing member of Higher Civil Service
Examination Committee (Cabinet);

Appointed standing member of Higher Civil Service
Examination Committes, Section It (Cabinet).

Awarded the Order of the Sacred Treasurs, 5th Order of
Merit for services in China Incident.

Appointed Counciller of Ebréign Ministry;
Received 2nd Rank of Higher Civil Service (Cabinet) .

Appointed@ Investigator of Foreign Ministry;
Received 2nd Rank of Higher Civil Service (Cabinet).

Conferred 5th Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Appointed Councillor of Foreign Ministry and concurrently
Liaison Official of Central Liaison Office;

Received 2nd Rank of Higher Civil Service (Cabinet).
Relieved of additional duty (Cabinet).

Awarded the Order of the Sacred Treasure, 4th Order of Merit,

Became Administrative Official of Foreign Ministry according.
to Imperial Ordinance No. 193 of 1946.

Granted 26th Grade Salary (Mreign Minisiry)

Qualifications examined Vi s .N; under the purge directive/

-3 -
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International Military Tribunal for the Far East
THE UNITED STATES QOF AMERICA, ot al

-Vg=- | o
' £ ?%Hwﬂﬁw\
ARAKI Sadao, et al f ?Qiﬂr_ Ft
| < , N7 <(- |

- Defendants - V | 2, i

NARITA KATSUSHIRD €0

Having first duly sworn an oath as on the attached sheet,

in accordance with the procedurs prevailing in my country, 1
hereby depose as follows:

l. I entered the servica of the Japanese Forzsign Ministry
in 1928. T sorved in the First Section of tho European-Asiatic
Bureay from June 193 to January 1938; in Berlin as Third Sec-
retary of the Embassy, March-October 1938:; 1in Hsingking, as
Third and Second Secretary of the Embassy, from December 1938
to dugust 1940; as senior szcratary, later Chizf, of the First
Sectlion, European-isiatic Bureau, from August 19L0 to November

1942; and as Chief of the Personnel Section from November
1942 to August 1945.

2. For something over three years of the time of my first
service in the rirst Section of the European-Asiatic Bursau of

the kinistry the Bureau Dirsctor was Mr. 328 Shigonori. It was
2 perlod when there wers numerous Japansse-Soviet problems,
mostly growing out of the development of Kanchoukuo such as
boundary disputes and other disputes with Sovist na%ionals in
Manchoukuo and agitation against thaz Red menace. Mr. T3gd's

practice as burcau director in charge of Sovist affairs was to
protest stiffly agalnst any Soviet delicts, but to be equally
stern 1In reprimqnding those on the Japanese sida who were gullty
of improper practices. For 3xample, we used té pet many requests
from the ¥inlstry of War or the Ambaissador in Hsingking (who was
concurrently the Commandar-in-Chief of the Kwantung Army) to

make protests to the U S S R concerning border incidents reported
oy the Kwantung Army. These requests, which came eltherp as tele-
grams dirzct from Hsingking or in the form of copies of telegrams
to the War liinistry forwarded to us by them, were routsd thro

the First Section of the Zuropzan)isiatic Bureay, which had to

do with Russlan affairs; thay were cuite numerous, many of

them were seen and manipged by ma, many were not. Renussts ware
sometimes made orally by the War Ministry to officlalefy our sectim,
Bureau Director T3e35 frequently said that before making the
protests further invsctigation would have to be mads to glve
issurance that the fault.wasg rot on the Japanese slde, and in

such cases had instructions f v such fgsther Invastipation sent

to ths Hsingking Lmbaasj_qg:jaQUﬂsta imerafor sant to tha War
Ministry. In such cases hi eften sunnasted to the Wap Ministry

and the Kwantunz Army that thsy mend thairp wiys and refrain

from committing wrongzs themselves, if they wilshgd the Japanese
position to be strong whan thers wer: cisas gfsSpviet faults.

Mr. Togd also issued many sdmonitions to theu;g_%ﬁfLy'autharitias,
through the tEmbassy at Hsingking oratls War Higte Y, concerning
other cases of Soviot-Japanese or SP%& <. aManoHouk

i,
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3. Our businessmen oporating concessions in Sakhalin, p *
and Japanese fisharmen operating in Soviet waters under the |
fisheries agreements, made frequent complaints to the Foreign 2
Ministry, through the First Section of the Luropean-Asiatic |
Bureau, of Soviet oppression., Mr., T8g8 often told them in

my presence that there was fault on thelr side, too: .that

they were exaggerating their cases or concealing some of the
facts, were making undue profits out of their own laborers,

and in pgeneral were not devoting their sincerest efforts to
compliance with their concession contracts or fishériis rights,
Un thase occasions when they asked the Foraign Ministry to take
a strong stand against the U S S R Mr., T3g3 was accustomed to
tall them that thay ware attempting to depend unduly on
governmental protection, and that only whan the U 8 S R had
acted in a manner clearly 1llegal could they expect the govern-
ment to help thoem.

li. During the pariod mentioned above tha conclusion of
the Anti-Comintern Pact had a cooling effect on Soviet-Japanese
ralations. Althouzh 1t was the Europcan-Asiatic Bureau,
headed by Mr. T3g3, which under the vernment'a declsion of
the policy of entering into such a pact had to manage the
Forzign Minlstry's work in connection with its conclusion, I
heard at that time-that Mr. T8p8's opinion was that the con-
clusion of a political agreesment for the purpose of coplng
with an ideology was meaningless.

5. After I arrived st the Besrlin Embassy to serve as
Third Socretary, in March 1938, I le2arned that our Military
Attache, General Oshima, was reported to bz working for the
strengthening of the Anti-Comintern Pact. Although the details
were not known to thas Embassy staff, we did know that ths
Military Attaché was nepotiating directly with Foreign Minister
iibbentrop, without informing ths Ambassador. Ambassador T3gd
was strongly opposad to the strengthening of the Anti-Comintern
Pact, or anything in the nature of a German-Japanese-Italian
alliance, and immedlately upon learning of the nagotiations
which war2 in progress he presented to the Forecign Minister
his views to that effect. His opinion as I then learned it
Srom his dispatches to the Foralgn Minister and his aXplana£iona
t? m@ and other members of the staff, was that the Nazi foreign
policy would sooner or later bring Germany into conflict with '
the Soviat Union, Great Britailn, France and other countries, y
and that such a pact of alllance with Garmany and Italy not
only would not contrlibutz to the solution of the China Affair
but would 1nvelve Japan in the turmoll of Surope and eventually
of tha world. Ambassador I3g3's attitude toward the Japanese-
Garman 23lllance, as w2ll as his unresponsivensss to German
suggestions of closer cooperation in economic matters relating
to China, led to deterioration of his relations with Forsipn
Minister aibbentrop as well as to intensifled opposition from
our military and naval clrcles, to whom his continued presence
in Perlin appearcd as an nbstacle to realization of thair desire
of closar Garman-Japanese cuslairoration.

| 6. It was this atiit o »C Ambassador T3p83's and this

' opposition from millltary cicclass which, as I learned upon my

return to Japan in Hovembarr 1938, had brousght absut his removal ;
from Berllin to koscow., 4k.t I learnad at that time I reported "
to lir, Togo in a lattzr of 6 Decembar 1937, which I have been |
shown and c¢an identify is DafsnecDocumernt no. 2852, I can add

nothing more to that recital except to say that my information

came from the Direcfor of thz “urop2sn-Asiatic Bursau of the

Foraign ¥inlstry, who was familiar with ths mattar.

<25 | s
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7. As Chlief of the First Section of the European-Asiatic
Bursau during Mr. T3;5's flirst term as foreign minister I was
familiar with his attitude toward the US S R, owing to my
official connection with matters involving Japanese-Soviet
relations. From the time that he assumed office Mr. T3g3
worked assiducusly for the strict and faithful obssrvance, by
both parties, of the nasutrality then prevailing between Japan
and the Soviat Union. Thus on 22 November 1941 the Foreign
Minlster called in the Soviet Ambassador, Smetanin, and re-
minded him that on 5 and 13 August the Ambassador had had con-
versations with Admiral Toyoda, the then forzign minister, at
whic¢h time he had given the assurance that the U S8 S R would
remain falthful to the Nautrality Pact and would grant no mili-
tary bases on Sovlet soll to foreign powers. Mr. T3g3 then
agked Mr. Smetanin to confirm that that policy of the Soviet
Union remained unchanged, and that the Neutrality Pact would
continue to be for the U S S R, as well as for Japan, the

foundation of relations betwoeen the two countries. On 1 Decoember

Mr. Smetanin gave, "by order of the Soviat Government", the
assurance requested; and again on 6 Decembor, "by ordsr of
Foraign Minister Molotov", he reaffirmed that the Neutrality
Pact formed the basis of ths Soviat Union's policy toward Japan.

§. During the period from the outbreak of the Pacifie
War to the beginning of September 1942, théere werz several
questions in connection with the navigation of Soviet vessels,
ete. Our Navy had sstablished the so-called "sea-defsnece
zones" out of tho necessity for coast defencs, and déclded to
restrict, to a certaln extoent, the navigation in these arceas
of general craft and to glve certaln advicee concerning the
navigation of foreign vessels through specified areas. Ths
Foreign Ministry tock the step, on such occasions, of notifying
the Soviat Embassy at Tokyo beforehand, in compliance with
the recguest of the Navy Ministry, of the measures to ba taken
by the Japanese Navy in this connaction, and, when therz arose
questions such as dotention of a Soviet vessal, made efforts
for thair speedy settlement through release or some osthor
means.

Somo Soviet vessels were damaged, and some even sank,
in areas whero there were hostilities. On 23ll such occasions,
the Breign Mimstry did its utmost to accord, regardless of the
causes of tho incidents, all facilitizs possible for the pro-
tection or the repatriation of the erews , as wsell as for other
means of settlement.

9. Throughout Mr. T3gd's second term as Foraign Minister
I was chief of the Foreign Ministry's Personnel Scction. During
this time military circlcs intimated the desirability of re-
moving our ambassador to the US S R, Mr. Sat5 Naotake, who
was allagad to be "insufficlontly positive" in his attitude
toward the Soviet Union and the war. I brought up the quesstion

with Mr. T3g3, but ho “~1d mc that if Ambassador Sat3 wers

removsd from the U3 8 ¥ it would bz to a post in Europe whare
he would be able to 22 1> tou"n with the Governments of tha

United States and Greac “::.ai. with a view to ending the war,
With this explanation. bt » +,_d mes %o study the question of the
possibility of appuinti-- 1z rinister pue who was then serving

as ambassador, having ir 1= that t%: post to which Ambassador

Satd would have had to bz sant would -—ave baen Sweden, Switzerland

or the Vatican, wher: npr ulple=z-tic reprosontations were only
legations. Soon thesseaftor I mads a report to him on this sub-
Ject. Thesa discusslons wers hald soon ft-r Foreign Ministar

o
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Togd took office--in April of 1945, I think--but for some reason
nothing further came ~f the idea, principally because soon after-
ward projects for endin~ the war through the Intermediation of
the US S R were set in motion.

10. While in the cffice of Chief of tho Personnel Section,
Foreign Minister's Secretariat, I was personally in charge of
the examination of the services of Yoreign Ministry officials
for the grant of awards in connection with the China Arfairn and
I conducted the negotiatinn with the Board of Decoratlions 1in
this connection. At that timae, the Foraign Ministry had two
fixed standards to be anplisd in this examination of services,
The one was a list nf important mattars taking place during the
China Affair in which the Foreign Ministry was more or less
concerned (as examplus, tha negotiations with the Chinsse
Government directly after the outbreak of the Affair, the pro-
tection and withdrawal ~r Japanese reeidentg, the negotliations
concerning third Fowars concessions in China, the political
negotiations with ths Govornments of third Powers, etc.), and
examinition was made of the servicas of the various officials
ralating to cach of tha mattors enumerated, which wers not
limited to thosa that had diract connectlion with the China
Affair. Thoe other standird wase a table of official posts graded
in accordance with their imnor*ance in connection with the
China Affair. Ths careors nl oificlals were considered in the
light of this table, and 1l-.ug sarvice (ospscially at a eritical
period) in an immor_.an% voet justified a person's racaiving
a cortain gradc »f awara

l1l. In Mr, T3g3's case, the Board of Decoratiogs apgreed,
according to the first standard, that his services in the nego-
tiation of the truce of Nomorhan dzserved tha raception of
an award as the Foreipgn Ministry had recommended. I remember
that hz had alrzady beon put in tha category of thosza who de-
served the bestowal of dacorations, aceording to thz sscond
standard, for the fact that ha had successively h21d, during
the period subjected to the examination--that is, the period
from 7 July 1937 to 29 April 19L0--the most important posts
other than those in China, such as Dirsctor of the Bureau of

suropean-Asiatic Affalrs, Ambassador to Germany and Ambassador
to tha Sovict Union,

A8 for the Grand Cordon of the hising Sun, this is not
the highest decoration., Neithar was it boatoweg upon Mp, T3g3
for any special rzason. It was only/tB8CAHEf ®hat he hagd already
boen decorated with tha First Class Order of the Sacred Treasure
on the occasion of the periodical awards of May 1941, prior
to the final declsion on tho awards in conncction with services
durinz tha period of the China Af'lalr, and he was agwardzd the
next higher decoration in gzrnde , that 1s, thz Grand Cordon of
the Rising Sun,

i » i
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OATH

In accordance with my conscience I swoar to tell the o
whole truth, withholding nothing and addingz nothing. ‘ N
Narita Katsushir3d (seal) BRI |

On thkis 30th day of chober, 1947
At Tokyo
Deponent Narita Katsushiro
- I, Nishl Haruhiko, horeby certify that the above
statoment was sworn to by the deponont, who affixad hils signature
and soal thereto in the prescnce of thls witness,
On the same date 2

e At Tokyo

Witness: Nishi Haruhike (seal)

Translation Certificate

I, Nishi Haruhiko, of the Defense, hereby certify that I
am conversant with the =nclish and Japanese languagzes, and
that tha foregoling is, to the best of my knowladge and belief,
2 corrz2ct translation of the original document.

' Nishi Haruhikoe (szal)
- Tokyo ;
i November 1947




