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DATE SYNOPSIS

18 Jun Editorial "We're Giving Jarnan 'Llemocracy!
ing y
etc.” by Helen lMears

20 Jun Memorandum Helen lears

S&t. Lven. 90 JuRk Edil torial Gen. MacArthur Protests Post
¥ditorial

Ben Hibbs, Edito Gen. MacArthur Will publish protest
Gen., MacArthur 3 Ben Hibbs Thenks for courtesy of reply

Houghton Kifflin GHQ | Application for permission

to nublish MIRROR FOR AMERICANS
in Jananese

| o
ben, MacArthur 6 Aug Houghton Mifflin| “easons for rejection of appli- °
( Thomnson) cation '

later warrants, please inform

Lovell Thompson |18 Aug Gen., MaciArthur Regrets decision; if situation i

flelen liears 18 Jan Gen, MacArthur Unless receive direct denial
will quote from letter denying
right of nublication of book,

SatEvePost 29Apr50 | Editorial ‘‘Russans Making Most of
‘Imperialist Rule’ in Japan’
by Helen Mears.
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‘Imperialist Rule’ in Japan’”

elen Mears

Editorial ‘““The Russians are Making the Most of our
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®
541, HOTEL LATHAM
4 EAST 38 STREET Janue rv 8‘,1050 3
NEW YORK CITY 1€ ’
Dear Genersl MacArthur, ;
iy publisher,Houghton Mifflin Co, has _
: sent me a copy of vour letter denyln? the rigzht to publica=-
1 tion in Japan of my book "Mirror for Americen gs-Japan"e I
- can not,of course, agree sither with the principle of cen-
g sorship or the specific charges ageinst my book on which
: you bese your right to censor. I may wish to discuss your
% censorsnip in print and in that cese would wish to quote
v
; directly from your letter. Unless I receive fronm vou a
direct denial of my right to so quote from the letter,I
shall assume that you have no objections.
| e aea/
HeleniMears
(
.:eneral Dou "'1&8 rlacArthur :.
APC S00 :
San Francisco,Cal.
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COFY HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
<z Park Street, Boston "

August 18, 1949

General Douglas MacArthur

General Headquarters

Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers
Office of the Supreme Commander

A.P.0O. 500

o/o Postmaster

San Francisco, California

Dear General MacArthur:

e Thank ycu for your letter of the 6th. I regret your decision.
> : I found much truth in MIRRCR FOR AMERICANS, and, though in reading
the book, I felt that -mach should be added in explenation and that

if much were added the reader might reach different conclusions after
his reading, nonetheless the things that are said by Miss Mears will
ve salid sooner or later in Japan, and it seems to he better that they |
should be said now by an American who honestly believes that their 4
consideration will assist us in the resolving of our problems, than :
that they should be said later by some neo=fascist who is only ine
terested in the breakdown of governmental authority.

. T '
el A RO

If later this situation in Japan seems to you to be sufficiently
stable to warrant publication of such & book, 1 hope you will so
inform us. Thank you g&gain for your considered reply to our request,

Sincerely,

(sgd)

Lovell Thompson
Vice«president
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August 18, 1949

General Douglas MascArthuar

General Headquerters
Bupreme Compander for the Allied Powers
¢ . Offioe of the Bupreme Commander

:7.0. 800 |
s Postmagter
San Francisco, Californis

Dear Gemeral MasArtinaurs

Thmk you for your letter of the 6the I regret your decision,
I found mash truth in MIRROR FOR AMERICANS, snd, though in reading
the book, I felt that mmch should be in explanation and that
if mch wars added the readsr ‘ '

If later this situation in Japan socms %o
stable %o warrent publication of sush a ‘
inform use Thank you ggain for yowr considered reply to our reguest,
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6 August 1949

lire Lovell Thompson

c/o Houghton Lifflin Company
2 Park Street

Boston, 7, lMassachusetis

Dear lir. Thompsons

Your letter of July 8, 1949 requesting permission To assign to the firm
of Akatsuki Shobo, Tokyo, Japan the right to trauslate and publish in the Jap-

anese language Mirror for Americans: Jagan, by Helen llears has been given care=
ful consideration by the appropriate section of ry Headquaertvers which recommended
that the authority sought be denieds.

Because of my abhorrence of any form of censorship or the restriction of
the freedom of expression I undertook, personally, to review the book in order
to test the necessity for such denieal., In so doing I was shocked To discover
expressed therein a point of view calculated to impalr the public faith in the
integrity of the historic part played by the United States in the events re-

Jjated to the causes and conduct of the Pacific Viars

While as & medium of searching self criticism the right to publicaticn of
such & point of view within the United States cannot berque stioned, there ap=-
pears no justification whatsoever for its publication in Occupied Japan. Io
the contrary wore euch action permitted its effect would be %o impair the honor
and prestige of the United States in the eyss of many Japanese unable To dis~
tinguish between fact and propagande and possibly swayed by the power of an
American viewpoint, particularly when presented under the sponsorship of so
distinruished and responsible a publishing house as yourss

The book propegates a point of view which some few Japanese probably en=-
tertain and many more might--one which accords moral justification Co Japan's
attitude and actions in the decade preceding her surrender. Its denunciation
of the policies and actions of the United States finds no counterpart in auy
other post-war writings. Indeed, in the technique of slanting, misrepresenta=
tion and perversion of historical record, not even the propagenda emanating from
Soviet sources has surpassed 1Te

Specifically, the book from beginning to end is & constant effort To propa=.
gate the theses that (1) the United States and not Japan was primarily responsible
for the attack on Pearl Harbor and emsuing Pacific War; (2) Japan was never a
military threat to the United States; (3) United States conduct of the Pacific

War was unjustifiably brutal; (4) +the United States decision to occupy Japsn
wes directed at enslavement of the Japanese people and extermination of a large
percentage thereof; and (5) the United States participation in the FPacific War
wes in fect shameful assistance to Buropean nations in their re-conquest of Asiae

...-7/
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The bias, distortion and vehemence with which these theses are supported
i, the book are illustrated in tThe following sample excerpis:

"I+ geems evident that Pearl Harbor was not the cause ol our
war with Japan, but only & move in & War America and Japen
were already waging against each other. The question of 'Vhy
did Japen attack us,' thereiore, must be supplemented by the
question of 'Vihy were we already weging war agalnst Japan, *
s we want to solve the riddle of Pearl Harbore" (p. 16)

"ty kill two thousand civilians (as was done by the Japanese
in a Philippine village) during the h steria of & losing battle
is a terrible crime. But is 1T more terrible than the act of &
powerful people, nov fighting & last-ditch fight, but after the
war had already been won, in fect if not in name, in unleashing
s new weapon that killed or injured over one hundred and twenty

- . thousand civiliens in a split second?" (p. 22 )

" _.our decision to occupy Japan carried with it intentions of
repression of a whole people and theilr civilization which go |
far beyond anything we have, up to now, considered legitimeve | e
acts of war, or repargtion. The progrem means tpunishment' and o
'pestraint' on such a broad and sweeplng scale that--~pegardless
of our intentions--if it is carried through as proposed, it will
nesn the destruction of much of Japan's traditional civilization,
virtual serfdom of the Japanese people, and the certain extermination
of a very large percentage of the populationes..lin puniching Japan, %
however, all the people~-men, women and children, are included in '
a blanket condemmation based on evidence compiled from wartime emo=
tional propageanda and never re=examined., Our right to punish the
whole Japdnese people rests on extremely shaky sroundse. ™ (pe 53)

"I+t is not easy tc see how we can justly punish the Jepanese for
since we claim 1T as

tfighting to defend thelir vital interests’
our right to do this. 1IT 1s even less easy to see how We can
justly punish the Jgpanese on the charge that they tried to 'con-
quer the world' when our own official records accept as sincere
disclaimer of eny such intemtion, Ior is it easy ©o

. see how we can justly punish them on the grounde that Pearl Harbor %

; wes an 'unprovoked' attack in an attempt To conquer the United 2
States when our own records doéument the fact that it was nothing %
of the sort, but was instead a counter-attack against an economic 5

war which we had been waging against them." (p. 58)

4 to conceal the fact that much of

= our wsrtime fear of the Japanese military prowess Was not based on

| & objective reality. The Japanese militar
safety of the United Statese i (p, 64)

v was never & 'memace TO the
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"Tn Uarch 1945, however, desplte the evidence that Japan's

agzressive power Was destroyed, we began our saturation fire-
vomb raids with a mass attack on Tokyo, and by July we had re=-
duced the Japanese Air IForcse and Navy to such a stave of impo=-
tence that General LelMay, 'in a gesture of contempt for the

enemy war leaders and their ability to defend Jepan, ' dropped
1eaflets on eleven Japenese cities, explaining that ‘within &
few days' each of these ~itieos would be bombeds Calling atien=
tion to 'America's well-known hamenitarianisn,! the General told
the people to get out of the cities. In July also, Admiral Hal=-
set set out on an 'unchallenged rampage ,' cruising along the coast
cities close enough to bombared with naval gunse" (p. T1)

"prrom the facts of our losses under such conditions (on Iwo Jima

end Okinawe) and the vastly greaver Japenese losses, we have
built up a phony picture of a 'warrior race,' forgetiing that to
defend unsuccessfully, secattered island territories 1s & Very
different sort of operation from invading and congquering & pow=
orful distent continent. This exaggerated picture, however, was
wsed as a basis for deciding policy==both for fighting the war
and planning the peaCesses Tn indiceting the Japanese as & milie
taristic race, we have reasoned in reverse. e used the fact of
our own superior power as proof of Jeapanese fanaticism. e even
used the atom bomb as further procf. We made the baseless charge
+that we needed to use a powerful new weapon in order completely
to subdue theme. And then sconsidered our act in using the bomb as
further proof of our charge. 1f we Americens want peace in whe
fMiture we should be somewhat more oritical of the conduct of our
foreign policy. 1t 1s not only the Japanese people who cen bé
tmigsled! into the appearance of desire for world congueste" (Ppe

n__.oven at best the Japanese soldier led & spartan life... The
Japanese soldier=--whether officersor men--were n
cCoce=Cola and turkey, flowm in for Thanksgivinge ‘I;hey didn't fly
ice cresam up into the stratosphere to freeze. They didn't cool
beer by pouring gasoline over it., The Japanese were as hard pressed
for everything as we were oversuppliedesss” (p. 88)

"] f the Japanese set out To conquer the world in 1931, it is cer-
tain that we and the British and Dutch and French must be marked
down as colleborators in this enterpriseee.. Ve built up & small-
scale 'menace' and then went after iT as though it were a major
one." (p. 95)

"and the atom bombs which we used ageinst the Japanese were used,
not in a war agesinst Jeapan for Japan already has been overwhe lm=
ingly defeated, but in a political wear against Russia. And our
Occupation is a device for cerrying out certelin political and eco-
nomic objectives which are connected with the Jepanese only in the

sense that they (like the Chamorros happened to inheblT some stra=-
tegically placed islemds.™ (p. 108
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"One of our first post-war directives in Japan ordered the sup=-
pression of State Shinto--the Japanese official religion--on

the basis that it is inherently aggressives (This is, of course
untrues The only action was to eliminate state support of any
religion and to make religious worship entirely frees Douglas
MacArthur) Asiatics, who are more familiar with Far Eastern
history than we appear to be, are going to find this sort of
thing inronic. For=-using the sort of evidence we used to in-
diet Shinto--it would be much easier to meke & case against
Christianity as an aggressive warlike religion." (p. 131)

"We have given the Japamese a fifth freedom--freedom to starve,
VWie can call this democcracy if we wishe The Jepanese, however,
cannot be expected to be much impressed by & democracy that ap=-

pears to nean, in practice, unemployment, and semi-starvation on
a United States doles" (p. 260)

"The war in Asia, which we called a war for 'liberation! turned
out to be & war for the reconquest of Asia by Burope--with (to
our shame) United States help." (p. 288)

These are but a few examples of the sort of statements to be found through-
out the book in which the motives and honesty of the United States are impugned and
derided with those of Japan exalted, the ideals by which Ameriocan live belittled,
with even Chriatianity maligned, and odious comparisons drawvn between the Ameri-
can and Japanese soldier.

To a large extent these ideas are identical with those propagated by the
TOJO machine before and during the war to inf'lame Japanese public cpinion against
the United Statese 4 Japanese author who made such statements before Pearl Her-
bor would now be designated as a militarist and ultranationalist pursuant to con-
trolling Allied policy. The Japanese author and publisher of such & book at the
present time would expos® himself to charges of spreading hestile propagandas
The publication here of distorted and false statements aimed &t justifying the
past Japanese record of aggression and vilifying the record of the United States
could only tend to arouse in the Japanese people a feeling of self-righteousness
with resulting threat to the security of ocur Occupation forces and retardation
of Occupation progresse It would bring confusion and dismay to the vast majority
of the Japanese who are now well disposed toward the United States, some of whonm
steadfastly rejected under threat of police oppression the identical theses which
this book advances, and would comfort and encourage cur country's potential ene-
miese It would be a betrayal of the heroic dead who yielded their lives on the
Pacific in defense of The wvery principies which this bock seeks to belies

I am confident that you cannot fail to fully appreciate these reasons for
not favorably considering your requests

Sincerely yours,

DOUGLAS MacARTHUR




© v Ml e d Y o
TS i'b’ WA ] IP‘". Wi
. d . I,l'}' . : {

COFI HOUGHTON BIFFLIN COUMPANY
2 Park Streety,

Boston, 7, liasse

July 8, 1949

General Headquarters,

Supreme Commander for the Alllied Powers
f- Civil Informetion and Education SectTlon
APQ 500
'_. | c/o Postmaster, San Francisco

Dear Sirss

We are the publishers of HNIRROR FOR ALTRICANS=
JAPYAN by lelen liears, and have authorized Dr. Franz
Je Horch, 325 East 57th Street, New York, 22, New
York, to represent us in the sale of the translation

rights of this worke

We hereby apply for permission To enter into a
contract with the Japanese publishing firm of Akatsuki-
Shobo (Editor-in-Chief, lir. Hirowo Nakecka) &, Jimboh=
Che, 7=-chome, Kanda, Chiyocda-Ku, Tokyo, Japan, granting
them the right to translate and publish the sald work in
volume form in the Japanese language.

Very truly yours,
HOUGHTON LIFFLIN COMPANY
(signed)

Lovell Thompson
Vice-~President
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6 July 1949
2 060308
TO: MR BEN HIBBS, EDITOR
4 THE SATU ,..DAY EVER 1(. P
.ﬁ - '!r-‘ 1 f Y
: PHILS ;m;;LP..Lim, '»3:::'1:°YL*'A, LA
3 <L 1576 MY THANKS FOR THE PROMPT COURTESY OF YOUR REPLY
E AND APPRECIATION FOR THIE FAIRNESS OF YOUR ACTION. SIGNED lNecARTHUR
?
— - ﬁ
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Colonel, AGD ;

| Adjutant General . :
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polated out by you is reflected in' Japenese labor end porsonal sorvices,
equiviient %o a publie works progrem, relisving en wnomployesst problem
ﬂﬁehmm"mubonnhmmto,M&nlw for Oeoupation per=

"This prevdee pight well be reconciled with e failure to somprehsad
the facts benring wpon the conclusion reeched, but the seoond promise is
for more diffioult of reconciliation with Ghe detinguished record snd 1l=
lugtdous heritage of yowr great jouwrmels For by At yon troat those lnman
1ibertics dream fron the immtedbls Anmericsn concepts to whish your LS
SR, founder, Benjmnin Frenklin, contributed so greeatly as in effect burdone
som® coprandities %o be bestowed or suppressed, ascoerted or rejected, ox-
panded or sontracted, in giriet ascorderwe with the econcmic stature of the
people Anvolved, This ig & strenge concept, indosd, widoh heppily weas not
within the minde of Benjamin Pranklin ard his illustrious compatriots at
the ting the Amaricen woy of 1ife first weas charted, Othoarwise, in all
probability, we would still occcupy & oolonial status and civilization would
mwﬁmwwmuimmmpwuummm
Pas

eruu'wd‘th-r-
udﬂm&uotﬂumh. In consoncnse with ¢l histeris
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
Eeconomic and Scientifie Section
APO 500

TC/rk

20 June 1949

MEMORANDUM:
SUBJECT:

l« Helen lears is an amateur sociologist, lecturer , and free lance
writer who was a member of the Labor Advisory Committee which visited Ja=-

pan from February through July 1946, Mrs, lMears was in Japan also in 1938,
She has not returned to Japan since 1946,

¢« The Labor Advisory Committee was selected by the Army Department
upon request from SCAP., The request was made in November 1945 and was injie
tiated by Col. R. C. Kramer, then Chief of ESS, “embership of the Committee
included the following: Frederick Eberling, Professor, Vanderbi

(Chairman); Paul L, Stanchfield, Deputy Chairman; Benm jamin Aaron,
Board; John Abersold, Professor,

of Business; Tillman Sogge, Bure
of Labor; Joha J. lurphy,

»
» Labor Department; Fletcher

vice, and Helen Mears,

S¢ The report of the Committes was concurre
but Nrs, liears wrote her own
the establishment of a women's section in GHQ,
for the purpose of giving the problem
sufficient attention, Mrs. Mears! reiationships with the remainder of the
Committee were generally bad. She accused them on repeated occasions of

disregarding her view and of i gnoring her because of her 86X,
members of the Committee, on t

llears' abilities as an economi.
support of their opiniong

Ae Mlrse Mears alleged that the Japanese, prewar, were discriminated
against because the exchange rate was two tc one and that since to a Japanese
& yen had the same value as a doller had Lo an American, the Japanese had to
pey twice as much for their imports as the Americans dide

American,
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4e Prior to her earrival in Japan, lirs, Mears was the author of' one
book entitled "The Year of the Wild Boar" (1940), generelly considered

Yorker on life of occupationnaires and one book, "Mirror for Americens™
(1948), which took the view that the United States was equel ly responsible
for starting the war as Japan. She also maintained thet the Americans were

trying to reform Japan in their ovn image without any appreciation of the
virtues of the Japanese or the faults of the United States,

Japan would never have waged war, and that Americans were not capable of re-
forming Japan in any event, Her two year delay in critieci zing the Occupa~
vion publicly may be attributed in part to the determination expressed to
her by most of the other members of the Labor Advisory Committee at the time

of their visit to Japan that they would all castigate her publicly were she
to venture into print,

6o Mrs, Mears is generally regarded by well-informed persons on Japan
as well-meaning, sympathetic to the Japanese, and a good technician in mate
ters of writing, but wholly ignorant in economies and économi.c analysis,
with a tendency towards irresponsible statements, It is not believed that

her views will influence government circles, specialists in Japanese matters
or economists generally,.
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EDITORIALS

THE SATURDAY EVENING POST

June 18, 1949

WE'RE GIVING JAPAN 'DEMOCRACY', BUT SIik CAN'T FARN HER LIVIRKG

By HELEN MEARS

In Japan we have on our hands, and are responsible for, & bankrupt nation of
more than 80,000,000 people, which can support only & fraction of its population and
is existing today at a semistarvation level on a dole from us. We've given these
people & new constitution guaranteeing the utmost in individual liberty. We've given

them a brand-new Labor llinistry, a new protective Labor Standards Law considerably more

liberal than even our own Wagner Aict. ‘e've broken up their big-business corporations
and enforced & system for redistributing land ownership. Ve've revised their educa-
tional system, raised the compulsory school term to nine yeers, and given women the
vote.s The only thing that's wrong is that these liberated people can no longer earn
even a prewar standard of livinge.

For instance, early in the occupation we energetically encouraged Japanese
workers to form unions and fight aggressively for higher wages and other benefits,
The Japanese did so, and wages rose with phenomenal rapidity. But the situation for
Jepanese labor is worse than ever before. Ithy? Because there has been, and 1is,
such & drastic shortage of all consumer's goods and rew materials that there has been
a wildecat inflation. In 1934 an average fanily of four could live comfortably by
Japanese standards on 50 yen a month; today they need 12,600 yen a mongh just To gev
bye This is being liberated the hard way,.

Utopia is expensive. To run our reform programs the Japanese Government had to
set up not only the entirely new Labor liinistry but literally dozens of special
bureaus, and agencies which had to be staffed, eoquipped and paid. The government also
had to take over responsibility for various welfare programs which traditionally
had been the responsibility of business., The government also had to put on its pay-
roll hundreds of thousands of Japanese who work directly on occupation projects-=-as
servants, or construction workers for housing and airfields. Recently we ordered them
to take some of the bureaucrats off the payroll, and the government has announced &
plan to dismiss around 750,000, Since there are no other jebs for most of them, some
sort of relief progrem will have to be set up. Another is being set up to take care
of the rising dismissals {rom industry.

Japenese government budgets during the occupation have been phenomenal, During

the early '30's a typical budget was around 1,750,000,000 yen, including costs of their

- -

armed services. Their latest annocunced budget is 704,000,000,000 yen, which is around

$2,000,000,000 at today's exchange rate. At the 1935 excahange rate it would have been

over $200,000,000,000, These huge budgets are largely due to the very high cost of
the occupation and our reform pPrograms.

#here the government will get the revenue to keep going is a nystery. Traditionally
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Japan has supported around half her population and run her government by profits from for
foreign trade, cverseas enterprises, and services like shippinge Allied policy has
destroyed all these sources of income. Under the conditions that exist today, Japan
cannot produce to sell at a profit, and so cannot pay for her essential imports plus
che high cost of shipping. Sco far we've made up the difference and charged it against
the Japanese Government, hoping that sometime inthe future they'll be able To pay it
backe In a sense, of course, they have already paid it back by supplying us, for
ccupation needs, from their short-supply materials--such as coal, lumber and cement,

and the other numerous and expensive services for occupation requirements,

barly in the occupation General MacArthur told the Japanese that our policies
were intended to promote the "dignity and the well-being and happiness of the in-
dividual.” Up to now, our policies have soc conspicuously failed to do this that
General lacArthur finally issued another statement in which he told the Japanese
that when we say "democracy" we don't mean a decent standard of living. Democracy,
the general said, is a "spiritual commodity™ that "springs from hardship, struggle
and toil." liaybe the general is right, but we can't expect the commumists not to
laugh their heads off.

Sditors lote: lliss liears recently spent four months in Japan as a member of =
labor advisory committee., She is the author of lfirror for Americans: Japan (Houghton,
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