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The idea of “the ordination of Heaven” impressed to a neighbour.

By Professor T. Nagamochi.

No other names come to the level of the names of Dr. Sun Wen and Yuan Shi K’ai among
<0 mony great personages of the modern China. It was through the lips of American peovle
that I first became familiar with these two names during my sojourn in America.

From America I proceeded to England and France, and then I went back to Japan. Then
again, by the ordination of Heaven, I was so guided as to proceed to China. I have used the
term “th eordination of Heaven” on purpose here, for it was through the Confusian works that
1 was acquainted with the very word in the days of my childhood. Since then I have been quite
accustomed to use the words “the ordination of Heaven” without any special consideration
about the meaning. It was, however, during these seven years since I came to live in China,
that I have realized what this term really means.

Only a few days after I came to Peking, I heard the short phrase mei fah tzu” for the first
time through the Chinese lips. Since then I have so often heard the same short phrase used
repeatedly. And every time I have heard the phrase “mei fah tzu” used in one’s conversation,
1 could not help but associate with it the two Chinese characters “tien ming”, the ordination of
Heaven.

“By the ordination of Heaven is meant the promulgation and bestowal of the laws of Hea-
ven in nature; viz., that whereby all creation obtains its order.” Thus Chutzu interprets. But,
how often this idea of the ordination of Heaven disturbs and still is disturbing the activity of
the Chinese. How often this same idea misled them and made them run to an ideal that is
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impossible to realize. Thus, as Yuan Shi K’ai failed as a monarchist, so Dr. Sun Wen has fail-
cd as an anarchist. The psychological foundation of the conservative as well as the progres-
sive Chinese, it appears to me, is placed upon this idea of “the ordination of Heaven.”

It is said that China is the nation which is so easily capable of running to fancy more
than, it really is. I think it is quite true, because I know that they are a nation who have the
mental tendency to make more complicated and almost unpracticable forms than are really
needed. Take, for an example, the case of “li.”” This connotes the idea of the offerings and
respect due to gods and men. This is one of the greatest words that the Chinese ever invent-
ed. I believe that all the people will not only pay respect to this big word but also will pay due
respect to the Chinese who was the inventer of this word.

I am quite sure that this “li”, according to the Confucian idea, is the indication of men’s
due respect who belong to the lower class against the higher class in society. This, T think,
i< the only one interpretation of the word “li” among many others. But how far the practise
of this word has gone. I should say this is the result of the Chinese mental tendency who like
1 make fancy from all and to make the complicited and almost unpracticable forms.

The higher as well as the lower class of the Chinese society, the progressive as well as the
conservative Chinese — they are quite obedient to the ordination of Heaven, be-
cause they all are believing that this is the promulgation and bestowal of the laws of Heaven
in nature. Soithey are quite ready to pay due respect to the indication that appears to their
mind. To them, there is no doubt, this indication is no other than the ordination of Heaven.
And I should say this ordination of Heaven is one of the essential ideas in the Confusian system

Alfred W. Martin, the associated leader of the society for ethical culture of New York,




described thus:

“If Gotama’s system may be described as a religion of the head, because of his emphasis
on self-renouncing love; if the system of Zoroaster may be designated a religion of the hand,
because of the stress laid upon purifying, saving work; then that of Confucius may be called a
religion of the head, because intellectual mastcry of his principles and rules of morality was
tke surest guarantee of an ideal social order.”

And I am quite sure that the outstanding figure that guaranteed the ideal social order, was the
ordination of Heaven, g

Like Confucius, Lao-Tze believed that man’s chief end is to reproduce in all the personal
and social relations of life the moral prototype furnished by nature’s order and harmony, but
he differed from Confucius as to the means whereby this end should be reached. Lao-Tze pro-
pesed that to achive the desired end, one must develop inner poise, purity, i.e., self-subor-
dinate to the promptings of “Tao.” Lao-Tze determined man’s life from within; Confucius,
from without. Lao-Tze was an anarchist in the philosophical sense. And Confucius was a
monarchist. As Lao-Tze was an anarchist, so was Dr. Sun Wen. As Copfucius was a monar-
chist, so was Yuan Shi K’ai. And needless to say their psychological foundation is on the idea
of the ordination of Heaven that appeared to their mind.

“A New Year's Day with blackend sky brirgs luck without doubt.

But if there comes a snow-storm, it means a year of drought;

If at Li-ch’un the lifelong day, the sky is clear and bright,

Light work and bounteous recompense the farmer will delight.”

May it be a year of drought or may it not be that is the ordination of Heaven, so it does

&% The idea of “The ordination of Heaven” B <
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not matter either to Dr. Sun Wen or to Yuan Shi K’ai whether his work failed or not, because
1 am sure that both of them surely trusted to the ordination of Heaven that appeared to each
his mind thus to be.

“China will pass again through the melting-pot, to emerge once more, as on all previous
cccasions, purified and strengthened by the proccss.” Thus wrote Professor Herbert A. Giles
ir his work “The civilization of China.” And again he writes thus: “Those who sit in the
seat of authority at the capital are far too well acquainted with the temper of their country-
men to believe that there can be anything contemplated save steady and satisfactory progress
towards the goal proposed.” And I should say the steps to that goal must be guided by the
ordination of Heaven as it used to be from the Dynasty of Yao and Shun.

Peking; March, 26th, 1925.
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