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Necessity Is the Mother of Invention

ERELERSXERRD

It is often said that necessity is the mother of invention.
The saying is -quite true; for necessity compels us to find out new
things to satisfy our wants. But we cannot realize anything without
eontrivance, which Ieads us to invention.

The most remarkable inventions of the present time are those
of flying machines, submarine boats, and machine guns, of many
sorts and of varying degrees of perfection. When we come to
reflect upon them, we are almost bewildered with their number and
diversity. Buf what called them to come into existence? Is it
curiosity, or is it the mere intention of showing one’s ingenuity
and cleverness? The answers to such questions are nof hard to
find out. If there were no other motive, both curiosity and vain '
glory would not be sufficient to bring out an invention, as it requires
us a lot of work, a lot of trouble, and a lot of money too. Therefore
flying machines were not made only because we should like to fiy like
birds, nor were submarine boats made because we should like {o be
under water like fish. It is chiefly or rather solely dme to the
necessity in the struggle of life that all these famous inventiona
were brought into this world.
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'If all the people on earth had been fnendly with one another
aII the time, all these enormous contrivances ‘just_mentioned would
not have been made. But since men are always inclined and
sometimes obliged to combat with ome another, and even to crush
one another, we must have some means to protect ourselves, and
if the old means are no more effective, we must have new ones
instead; we shall not have superiority if we do not try to find or
make some new instruments, and to make them as perfect as possible.
Thus, it is obvions that from necessity came all those formidable
inventions.

The long train on the railway and the huge steamer in the
ocean would not have been made, if we had not felt the need of
better conveyance; all telegraphic and telephonic systems would
~pot have been established, if we had not felt the need of beiter
communications; and so.for all others. When we want a thing very
urgently, we will have it at whatever cost, no matter how painful,
how troublesome, or how expensive is the way to obtain if. So let
us always remember that necessity is the mother of invention.

.A True Student
BRERX

China is in danger! She is insulted by her strong neighbors
in every respect. Those who govern the country do not seem able to
uplift the mnation and bring out the power which is latent in her.
Tnstead, they only continue to leave China in her present condition
which is just like that of a ship, sailing in a troublous sea with a
damaged rudder. Unless help is given, she may never reach her
appointed destination. ' ,

The help whereby Chma may be saved must come from her
sons. Nomne, however, will be capable of performing such a great

"‘ .
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deed unless he is under preparation when he is young. In ether
words, those who are to lead China out of the trackless sea must
be men of profound learning and sound character, of marvelous
patience and impregnable courage; otherwise they will do no good
to China but i m3ure her indeed.

It is therefore important that the students who claim to
be China’s sons should devote their time to study so that they may
turn out to be good citizens in the future and may be able fo reform
their country. But, recently, I have found a great number of
students wha pay little aitention to the real meaning of their
studies. They study simply because they fancy it an inevitable step
to preéminence either in the political or in the business world after
their graduation. Having this idea in mind, it is no wonder that
they miss the true sense of the word “study.”

Now, what is meant by the woerd ‘“study”? Webster's
dictionary says: ‘‘To study is to consider attentively.” It tells us
clearly that a student should study hard and carefully and should
master thoroughly the true meaning of every passage that he may
chance to read. No matter what kind of books he may come across,
he must examine it closely.

~

If it is difficult for him to understand, he ought to ask bhis
teachers or fellow students. Confucius said, ‘* To master what youn
know and to inquire what you do not know—that is the way of
acquiring knowledge” (mZz i M2 A Ml A 4 & 40 4). If one

follows this maxim, one may become learned and useful.

But this is not the whole of the matter. For he who merely
studies his daily lessons will only be a bookworm. Accordingly,
a student should, in addition to the acquirement of knowledge,
cultivate other virtues. Undoubtedly character iz the most im-
portant. He can do nothing without it, for he will never be trusted
by his fellow citizens. So character is worth cultivating even in the
busy hours of a student’s life.

Perseverance is next to character. Confucius said, “A man
withont perseverance can be neither a wizard nor a quack doctor”

(AT A UM ZE. And Mencius said: “When heaven
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is about to confer a great office on any man, it first exercises his
mind with suffering, and his sinews and bones with toil. Ii{ exposes
his body to hunger, and subjects him to extreme poverty. It fails all
his undertakings. By all these methods, it siimulates his mind,
consolidates his character, and increases his efficiency ” (& * 5% &
AEREANLSAEEHRHLESHGARABAZZS X & 47
BRI BFUS L Z%E &K T ). Soletus be patient
in doing everything. If one task is not yet finished, never give
it ap and set yourself upon another., One of the foreign proverbs
says, ‘‘ A rolling stone gathers no moss.” Indeed, if we do a thing
without perseverance, nothing will be well done in the end. |

Once there was a spider weaving her web in a certain place.
Six times she had failed in performing her task. Instead of stopping
her work she tried once again. Strange to relate, she succeeded in
her last attempt. Had this spider not been patient, she would
certainly have not had her work done with satisfaetion. Oh! how
important perseverance is!

Besides, a student should be courageous. When Napoleon
Bonaparte was going to lead his army across the lofty summit of the
Alps, many of his friends laughed at him. Nevertheless, Napoleon
kept on doing, undiscouraged by those disheartening words from his
friends. On and on, till at last, he, together with his army, reached
the plain of Italy in safety.

Now, let us not be discouraged when disappointment comes,
for hardship is the way leading to success. If we stop in the thick
of our undertaking either because difficulty arises or because tempta-
tion overcomes us, we are sure to fail. So we should not be hopeless
and despairing. On the confrary, we should be cheerful and coura-
geous in performing our fask,

In conclusion, it may be said that if China is not made a
strong nation, she will crumble to pieces. It is up te us to make
her what she ought to be. But if we are going to make her strong,
we must first make ourselves sfrong, namely, sfrong in knowledge,
stronpg in character, strong in patience, sfrong in courage. In a
word, we must be TRUE STUDENTS.
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