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(Popenoe and Johnson, Applied ..aummumow..v

A deep desire for that “terrestrial immortality’’ involved in posterity should be
fostered. The doctrine of the continuity of germplasm might play a large part in
religion. It should at least be brought home to everyone at some point in his
education. Man should have a much stronger feeling of identity with his forbears
and his progeny. Is it not a loss to Christians that they have so much less of thig

feeling than the Chinese?
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Schiller, Polities and w:mmu.amv

We might ask them (the politicians) to contemplate a fundamental fact of social
life, which Western civilization has never properly appreciated, and is now in danger
of forgetting altogether. It is simply this, that THE BIOLOGICAL UNIT OF
HUMAN LIFE 1S NEITHER THE INDIVIDUAL NOR THE STATE BUT
THE FAMILY. .

It follows that the first condition of social prosperity is an organization which is
biologically sound, and that Individualism and Socialism are both profoundly wrong,

and dangerous to human survival, if they cannot satisfy this first condition.
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It may be urged in opposition that such coneeptions (the feeling of identity with
one’s forbears and one’s progeny and the like) are dangerously static and have
thereby harmed China. But that can be avoided by shifting the balance a little
from the progenitors to the posterity.
A&aﬁA%r%@é | BEEEREREWR RIS
NEERYE- SWNrSEXERNREOEE
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There are at present in existence two great social schemes which have shown great
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vitality and power of endurance, and attained a high degree of civilization.«« I refer,
of course, to China and Japan, Both these states have in our day undergone
enormous revolutions and are still confronted with stupendous ‘problems in adjusting
their economic and moral order to the new situations created for them by the
contact of an aggressive civilization which was technically their superior. It seems
probable enough that their intelligence and statesmanship will suceeed in assimilating
the technical methods and material and military advantages of Western science,
but no one as yet can hazard a guess as to what will be the spiritual effects of
Europeanization on the fabric of their beliefs and institutions. But if these can be
adjusted to the new knowledge, if science can be absorbed without destroying ﬁrm
moral unity of the family, if the ancestor-worship of the animist can be developed

into the descendant-worship of the eugenist, one can see 1o reason why there should



not be prognosticated for both of them a rosier future and a more assured
continuance than for our European societies,ees«s .
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For after all most of these canses of decay may be seen operating elsewhere,
without leading to a complete collapse. In China, for example, they have merely
produced a stationary eivilization, Why should not Rome have remaincd stationary
like China which has always tamed and absorbed her barbarian conquerors. The only
vital difference I can see in the two cases is that for 3,000 years China, wunom@moﬁé.
of the guarrels of her dymasts, recruited her administrators by a competitive Civil-
Service Examination in the classics, and that this somehow picked out the best

brains.
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