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P R E F A C E

HE following humble attempt to lead

to the inveftigation of truth, and to
promote the caufe of religion and humani-
ty, confifts partly of fome obfervations
which once made their appearance in the
Gazette of the ifland of St. Chriftopher in
the Weft Indies; but as the author was
precluded from continuing to difclofe his
fentiments through that channel, by unex-
pected and unforefeen impediments, he has
thought it incumbent on him to avail
himfelf of an occafional vifit to his native
country, to complete his intended publica-
tion ; that opinions may not be fupprefled
which he believes to be founded in truth,
and thinks may be in fome meafure ufe-

ful.
It



iv PRETF A CE

It will probably appear fomewhat extra-
ordinary to the reader who has never vi-
fited the fugar colonies, that any reafoning
fhould be enforced, to prove what appears
fo evident as ¢ The capacity of negroes for
religious and meral improvement, in com-
mon with the reft of mankind.” Bat
the author is fully perfuaded, from fome
obfervation and experience, and (he will
candidly add) from having heretofore felt,
in this inftance, the forcc of evil cuftom
upon the mind, that the extreme inat-
tention of mafters to cultivate virtuous
principles among their flaves, and to govern
them as man ought to be governed, arifes,
in a great meafure, from a rooted opinion
againft their talents for receiving inftrucion.
He has therefore made it his principal aim
to combat this opinion with fuch obvious
arguments and proofs, as have long ago fa-
tisfied him that every prejudice againft this
unfortunate people is a mere illufion, pro-
ceeding from the errors of the human paf-
fions, and from the natural but pernicious
abufes which follow an unlimited power of

tyrannizing
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tyrannizing over our fellow-creatures. Af-
ter the difcuffion of this part of the fubject,
he has proceeded to point out a plan for
the melioration of the condition of flaves,
without hazard and without expenfe; and
has further intimated what may be effected
on the part of government, to affift in ren-
dering their fituations more comfortable,
until a better and more confolidated {fcheme
can be adopted in their favour.

It is about three years ago, fince the
author firt determined to undertake the

religious inftru@tion of a few domeftick
flaves of his own. After fome confidera-
tion upon the moft probable means of fuc-
cefs, he concluded that fhort and eafy dif-
courfes, gradually unfolding the moft plain
and obvious principles of religion and mo-
rality, in 2 manner fo as not to confufe the
ignorant and uncultivated mind, nor fatigue
the attention, were the beft adapted to the
purpofe; and therefore he compofed and de-
livered thofe which now form a part of this

work. They abound with repetitions, be-
caufe
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caufe repetitions were neceflary; and were
written with fome attention to a ftile
and method fuitable to the diale® and
conceptions of the hearers. But though
the author has to lament the want of fuf-
ficient leifure, and the preflure of many
cares and avocations of bufinefs, which
prevented him from allotting to them that
time and ftudy, which the importance of
their obje® both required and deferved;
he is yet fully convinced, from the effeits
they have produced, that it requires no-
thing but a rational mode of inftrudion, fe-
duloufly purfued, to lead a negro to compre-
hend and to follow the path to a better
world, as clearly and ftrictly as the reft of
mankind. Further, he has fatisfied himfelf,
that a plan of religious inftruion for ne-
groes, which is to operate cautioufly and
progreflively, by imprefling their minds
with a clear and ftrong fenfe of the general
and practical principles of the Chriftian re-
ligion, is better adapted to their improve~
ment, than any premature attempts to in-
culcate the myfteries of a dockrine, which,

however
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however excellent and true, they cannot at
once comprehend. For it is indeed indif-
penfably neceflary, in their prefent depraved
and perverted condition, firft to teach them
that there is an Almighty Being, who creat-
ed them for goodnefs and happinefs, before
they can be induced to believe, that the Son
of that Being was facrificed for the redemp-
tion and falvation of mankind. And fo far

is this plan from being at all incongruous
with the moft orthodox tenets of Chriftia-

nity, that one of the moft learned and able
divines of the church of England, has pro-

ceeded upon a fimilar foundation, to prove
the truth and certainty of the Chriftian re-
velation.* Theauthor trufts, therefore, that
he will not incur the charge of prefumption,
by having adopted the plan which he now
ventures to recommend; ftill keeping in
view the end to which it is to lead, which
he has faithfully done ; having, fince the dif=
ufe of his difcourfes, gradually unfolded to
his negroes the principles of the Chriftian

% Dr. Samuel Clarke.

religion,
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religion, with fome fuccefs, and advantage
from the manner in which he firft began ta
inftruct them.

It now only remains for the author to
folicit the candour and indulgence of the
reader, towards the defects of the following
fheets, which he thinks he may in fome mea-
fure claim, as well in confideration of their
defign, as that they are written by one who,
from the age of puerility, has paffed his life
in an ungenial climate, chiefly in thofe {cenes
of painful viciffitude and adverfity, which
leave the mind to languifh in vain for know-
ledge and improvement. The {ubjec itfelf,
not the moft entertaining at beft, and ably
treated as it has been by men of literary abi-
lities, is, at leaft, a fufficient proof, that he
has not taken up the pen with a view to
reputation or profit: and he will therefore
perhaps be believed, when he afferts that,
in thus committing his fentiments to the
publick, his greateft concern is, that the
execution of his little work is far thort of
its intention ; and his moft fanguine with is,

that
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that it may pleafe Providence fo to diret his
opinions, as that they may, in fome meafure,
contribute to introduce thofe relations, with-
out which no authority over fuch a being
as man, can be morally or politically fup-
ported, into that fyftem of flavery, which
now prevails in our fugar colonies, to pre-
pare it for that final diffolution, to which
true religion and philofophy muft look for-
ward with hope and expeation.

Lonpon, Nov. 1789.
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CAPACITY or NEGROES

F O R

RELIGIOUS
AND

MORAL IMPROVEMENT

CONSIDERED.

HETHER a negro be capable of
equalling a Newton or a Milton,
or whether his faculties be limited fo as to
qualify him only for the fervile ftations of
human life, have been queftions of long,
but of fruitlefs difcuffion. They appear to

remain as undecided as when they were at
firft
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firft propofed, while a truth which is more
cafy to be difcovered, The negroes ability to
be atiuated by religious and moral principles,
has been too little noticed in the extremes of
oppofite parties : one of which is, perhaps,
folicitous to attain more than can be imme-
diately conceded, confiftently with either
policy or utility; the other, unwilling to
part with authority, and therefore inclined
to fuffer flavery to remain as it is, deftitute
of thofe relations and caufes which are in-
difpenfable to the improvement and happi-
nefs of mankind. Hence it is my intention
to introduce thofe refleGtions which have oc-
curred to me upon the fubjet, with an hy-
pothefis, That a ncgro is created with the
power of confeientionfly difcharging bis duty
towards God and man, and to proceed to prove
it, by bringing it to the ftandards of reli-
gion, reafon, and experience. Thefe are the
fureft means of conviction ; and if that con-
viction be once attained, it is not all the fub-
tilty of fophiftry, that can excufe the {yftem
of African flavery, as it at prefent ftands, or
evade or oppofe its reformation.

When
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When I mention religion, I hold it need-
lefs to appeal to the real follower of the
Chriftian faith, who muft neceffarily con-
clude, from the tenets of that dorine, that
a negro has a foul to be faved as well as
him{clf, and of courfe a capacity for falva-
tion. But as there are many who call them-
felves Chriftians, without being able to
affign any reafon ¢ for the faith that is in
¢¢ them,” and many whofe opinions incline
more to natural than revealed religion, fuch
mutft be reafoned with, and, if poffible, fatis-
fied. As for the Atheift, if there be fuch a
perfon, I fhall have but little to obfcrve to
him; for to a man who believes that he
came into exiftence by chanece, and that in
a few years his exiftence is to terminate, the
only channel of perfuafion is, to appeal to
his immediate intereft, enjoyment, and eafe,
This appeal, however, is not likely to fall
within the compafs of my defign ; too limit-
ed as it is to extend to the inveftigation of
that increafe of profit, convenience and com-

fort, which would accrue to the proprietor,
from
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from the communication of improvement to
his flaves, #nd his adherence to the princi-
ples of a juft form of government in all that
eoncerns their management and direction.
I muft, therefore, refer the man, whofe hopes
and fears are limited to this fide of the
grave, and whofe only obje&s are prefent
wealth and pleafure, to that fund of infor-
mation and of reafoning, which is to be dif-
covered in the productions of thofe abler ad-
vocates for Afric’s unfortunate offspring,
who have treated the fubje in a more ela-
borate and mafterly manner, than I have
either the leifure, or the powers of doing.

To return then from this thort digreffion.
That there is an uncontroulable difpofition
throughout human nature to believe in the
exiftence of the Deity, is too trite an obfer-
vation to need being enlarged upon at pre-
fent. But there is alfo a difpofition to be-
lieve fomething more. There is a difpofi-
tion to believe, that his excellence furpafles
all that humanity can form an idea of, and
in particular, that he is the effence of bene-

volence,
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volence, and of mercy, towards his creatures.
Hence we cannot conceive him to a& with
malevolence and inconfiftency, becaufe they
would imply weaknefs and defet; and in
confequence, we cannot conceive that he has
created a rational being, without making
him at the fame time, a moral and account-
able agent, according to his degrees of know-
ledge and opportunities of improvement.
It is with this difpofition that we univer-
fally form our opinions of the action of the
Supreme Being ; and it is by this, that we
fhall invariably be governed, fo lo:r g a: rman
confiders himfelf as an animal endowed with
reafon, for ative and for elevated purpofes,
in fpite of every attempt to queftion our right
of exerting it. Our firft confideration there-
fore is, Whether it be poffible to cherith
this exalted temper of mind, and withal to
conccive that the Divine Creator of the uni-
verfe, hgs formed a fourth part of the human
race, with the affeGions, the attachments,
and the diftin&ions of rational beings, and
has fent them into the world under the in-
furmountable preflure of a fentence, evi-

dently
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dently as unjuft as fevere and vindiive 2
¢ I have endowed you with fufficient under-
¢ flanding to difcern good from evil, but with-
“ out the free will and power to make your
““ own elettion. You fball be completely vici-
“ ous, and completely wretched. Your lives
¢ fhall be fpent in mifery bere, and you fhall
¢ be unable to lay a foundation for bappinefs
““ in a future flate.” 'The queftion admits
not of a moment’s paufe. It is, in fadt,
impoffible that two fuch oppofite impref-
fions, one of which is confiftent with the
pureft principles of theology, and the hopes
and belief of all the enlightened world; the
other, fatal to every idea of piety or virtue,
could ever exift in the fame breaft. Muft
we then abandon the former to make room
for the latter, and endeavour to cancel that
facred and awful impreffion, which the Deity
hath ftamped of himfelf upon our hearts; to
conceive that he is capable of cruelty and
injuftice, becaufe it gratifies our avarice,
our vanity, or indolence ; to keep an
ignorant African without a knowledge of
his God, and to eftablith neither reli-

gious,
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gious, moral, or civil relation, in that
fyftem to which he is fubjugated. O fla-
very ! much haft thou to anfwer for; but
it is not the lealt of thy defe@s, that, in
corrupting many a benevolent heart, and
perverting many a found underftanding,
thou haft implanted in them prejudices,
which lead to fuch abfurd and impious con-
clufions as thefe!

But admitting, for argument’s fake, it
were poffible, without departing from our
ideas of the goodnefs of Divine Providence,
to conceive, That the whole African race bas
been created deftitute of a capacity jor religious
and moral improvement, we fthould ttil be at
a lofs to difcover upon what rational prine
ciples we confider ourfelves fo greutly dif-
tinguifhed above them. For after every ob-
fervation which has been made upon the
fubje®, by men of different and very
oppofite opinions, there is confefledly fo
great a fimilarity between ourfelves und the
African, that, if we once difpute his right
to reafon and free-will, we fhall have caufe

to
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to be very doubtful of our own. Nay, we
may venture to go further, and to pronounce,
that if we proceed to examine the moral
condu& of each, we fhall find no adequate
foundation for that exceffive fuperiority,
which it is our boaft to affert above him.
When we advert to thofe various channels
of improvement and of {cience, which it is
our pride to engrofs, but from which he is
precluded ; when we confider how few there
are of us who occupy them with effe&, or
apply thofe acquirements to which they
have conduced us, to their proper end;
when we refle@® how much we are immer-
fed in the indulgences of fenfe, to the de-
gradation and prejudice of that reafon which
God has implanted, and education has culti-
vated ; and how large a portion of civilized
mankind, are not {o much under the re-
ftraint of morality, as of the dread of thofe
punithments which the laws of fociety have
inftituted ; we fhall probably have fufficient
caufe to infer, that there is comparatively as
little virtue in our ftate of refined and polith-
ed life, as there is in the negro’s rude ftate

of
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of government in Africa, or in his ftate of
perverfion in the Weft-Indies. A tew ob-
fervations upon each of thefe conditions
will corroborate the truth of this afiertion.

We know too little of Africa, and the real
condition of its inhabitant=<, to reafon with
much precifion concerrung an Afiicar, une
til the period of his flavery in the colonies
be commenced. We learn indeed, that upon
the borders of its ocean, where an inter-
courfe wi:h foreigners is frequent, and where
fome faint fketches of European art and
fcience have been conducted, chiefly by the
refufe of our own focicties, there is 4 degree
of civil.zation and fuperior inteliigence,
which gradually decreaits in its intcrior
parts, in proportion as the caufe diminifhes
or ceafes in its cperation, This, Lowever,
is a proof, among many others, that ike pa«
tives are endowed wiih u cap city for Ln-
provement, which, when left te the exer-
tion of their own powers, they do not lail
to make uic of. From the African enflay:d,
we only find that he regrets the lofs of kin-

dred
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dred and of friends, and of a country where
he lived in plenty, without any extraordi-
nary exertions of labour; our firft actual
view of him being after he has been feduced
by fraud, or torn by violence, from thefe
dear and natural rights and poffeffions, and
tranfported to the colonies under coercion
and imprifonoment. Here then we may
contemplate the condition of the African,
whofe exiftence is now to be fafhioned to
our purpofes, and for ever wrefted from the
purfuit of his own. We find him then ina
ftate, little differing from a ftate of nature ;
immerfed in that ignorance of refinement
and of fcience, in which it pleafed the Su-
preme Creator of us all, to {uffer countries
now the moft exquifitely polithed, to remain
for ages in the earlier date of the world. It
mutft ftill be obferved, that we find him with
all the feelings and attachments of a rational
being, nor with any peculiar marks of de-
pravity about him, however the vanity of an
extreme civilization (which is incapacitated
by its own habits and prejudices, from form-
tng 2 juft and impartial opinion of mankind,

in
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in a rude and fimple ftate) and the fuggef-
tions of a felfithnefs, which cannot be fup-
pofed capable of a difinterefted decifion, may
naturally conceive a prepofleflion againft him,
But if fuch ideas of the agency of the Deity
as may be reafonably expeted in an unin-
formed mind ; if a natural modefty, not ex-
ceeded by that of the moft poiithed focieties
of men; if a perfe& fenfe of the principles
of felf-love, and felf-prefervation, tnofe
fprings of action to all mankind; if affec-
tion to parents and kindred; if a cultiva-
tion of acquaintance and friendthip, upon
principles fimiilar to thofe, on which they
are formed among ourfelves; if fidelity in
that acquaintance and friendthip ; if regard
and gratitude towards thofe who are kind to
him, and averfion and refentment towards
thofe who injure him; if a ftrength of idea,
and force of expreffion on many occafions,
which mark a confide- wble acutenes of un-
derftanding ; if all thefe be lineaments of
humanity, without depravity, they are linea-
ments which chara&erize the African. Dif-
covering then thefe indications of rational

powers,
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powers, and natural fenfibility in him, it
would be as inconfiftent with found reafon
and philofophy, as with the ends of fair
inquiry, were we to infer from cohjectures
and affertions fo much to be fufpected as
thofe of vanity and avarice, that a ftate of
nature to the African, is a ftate of depravity
more than to the reft of mankind : much
lefs is it juftifiable to cherifh fo prefumptu-
ous and impiqus a thought, as that he was
formed by his Creator for the purpofes of
our convenience, without any condition
to be obferved on our part, to his temporal
eafe and comfort, and his rcligious and
moral condué.

But let us now impartially examine the
cuftomary catalogue of the African’s crimes,
accufed as he is of infenfibility and depra-
vity of hcart. This defrauded Efau then
fteals a mefs of pottage from the Facob who
has deprived him of his dirtb-right, by ap-
plying his exiftence to labour for his own
purpofes, and negleting in return to con-
tribute to his improvement and happinefs.

To
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To efcape detetion and punithment, he
ufes artifice and falfehood to one who has
no claim upon him for candour and ve-
racity ; but who, fo far from having la-
boured to cultivate thefe, or any other vir-
tues in his mind, is continually debafing
and perverting him under a fyftem of flave-
ry, which muft in its own effe@s tend to
deftroy every embryo of moral fentiment.
He has yet another fault:—he will abfcond
and conceal himfelf in the mountains, to
evade an unremitting feries of drudgery,
which is coercively impofed upon him,
which he has barely the needful intervals
of reft to relieve, and in which there is no
animating principle of reward and encou-
ragement to cheer and to alleviate. Hence
to his mafter he is frequently a robber and
deceiver; but he is rarely fo depraved as
to plunder his fellow-fufferers, or to be
treacherous to his friend or companion.
They who confider that the actions of men,
in-a rude and uncivilized ftate, will generally
be fquared by the treatment they rececive
from others, and behold qur African, pre-

cluded
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cluded as he is from the advantage of
any moral improvement, and ignorant of
the refinements of a beneficent religion,
which direés us to return good for evil,
will be prepared by the dictates of reafon
as well as of humanity, to judge favourably
even of his faults. They will difcover
that they are necither unnatural, unjufti-
fiable, nor other than may be in con-
fequence expected; and they will find
caufe to be furprized at the integrity and
fentiment, which frequently prevail in his
intercourfe with his fellow-flaves.

Let us then endeavour for a while to
fet all unreafonable prejudices afide, all the
vanities of a fair outfide, and of an under-
ftanding ftored with ideas, which more fre-
quently contribute to mere amufement,
than to the only valuable purpofe of
improvement in rational piety and virtue.
And if, in the propenfity of mankind to
evil, we frequently perceive inftances in
improved fociety, where great abilities and
much refinement of education, have only

ferved
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ferved to render vicious chara@ers more
confpicuous ; what caufe then have we
not to regard with compaflion and remorfe,
the errors of an ignorant flave, who has
been perverted in the fchool of depravity ?
If we were to take our children from their
mother’s breafts, and commit them to the
care of galley-flaves, or of convi@s, the
voice of nature would cry aloud within
us, that we were forming monfters of de-
pravity and wickednefs : and all thofe idle
opinions which fpring from the natural
vanity of mankind, attributing to certain
human beings, who have been foftered in
the arms of art, of luxury and pride, a na-
tural pre-eminence and purity above the
reft of their fellow-creatures, would be fi-
lenced and confuted. Yet fuch is the cul-
ture and the care to which we ufher the
friendlefs and unfortunate flave, before we
can charge him with any other crime than
that of being obnoxious to our power. We
introduce him among thof: accuftomed to
a flavery from which all mental improve-
ment is precluded, in which an alletment

of
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of the coarfeft food and cloathing is all the
reward, and the dread of the whip and the
chain the only inftigation to the perform-
ance of duty. It may perhaps be argued,
that the parent’s duty towards his children
differs from that of a malfter towards his
flaves ; but this fubjet will never be pro-
perly underftood until we have fufficient
candour to confefs, that though diffant,
they are not difimilar; and that the faith-
ful difcharge of the latter is, a# Jeaft, equally
indifpenfable in the determination of con-
fcience with that of the former. Indeed,
the exiftence of a flave is more abfolutely
under the controul of the mafter, than that
of a child under his parent; with this dif-
ference in the origin of that controul:
That children are a natural good, the
confequence of an union ordained by our
Creator for our happinefs, and the propa-
gation of the fpecies. If the parent exerts
his authority over them improperly and un-
juitly, he abufes a right; but he does not
create an original and a&tive wrong. He is
not more than half fo wicked as he who

enflaves
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enflaves his fellow-creature, and afterwards
negle&s or opprefles him; for flavery is in
itfelf an artificial evil, introduced by the
imperfect ftate of mankind; and where it is
totally deficient in beneficent qualities, it
becomes in the higheft degree criminal and
unjuft. If it muft be tolerated, the only
juftification it can meet with before the
tribunal of religion and morality, is where
a relation of a liberal and affectionate ten-
dency is eftablithed by the mafter, as a
principle of condu@ which is to govern
him towards his flaves; and where, as a com-
penfation for the time, the labour, in thort,
the exiftence of the latter, the former con-
fiders himfelf bound to promote his im-
provement and happinefs. It muit alfo be
further obferved, that though in both the
preceding inftances, the duzy commences
with him who is in poffeflion of the qu-
thority ; yet where there is a negle on the
part of the fuperior in the difcharge of that
duty, a very material difference muft be
expeted in the condu& and behaviour of
each of the fubjeted : for nature demands

B from
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from the child a certain degree of affeGion
and obedience even towards the worft of
parents; whereas, in the artificial relation
of flavery, which nature difowns and re-
je@s, there is no other principle to impofe
Tove and obedience on the part of the flave,
than a previous attention to his happinefs
and improvement on the part of the mafter.
It is therefore evident, that fo long as there
is a total inattention to the proper difcharge
of the mafter’s duty, it is in the higheft
degree unphilofophical and unreafonable to
anticipate a degrading fentence againft the
talents and the virtues of an human being,
of whom we are entirely ignorant until
we fubje& him to our yoke, and diffeminate
thofe baneful feeds in his difpofition, the
natural produce of which he neceffarily re-
turns to us,

But it is now time to advert to the con-
dition of the Creolian negro flave, and to
beftow one or two curfory obfervations
upon that trivial difference, which can be
difcovered between the African and him.

The
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The fate of this laft then is certainly, in
fome inftances, lefs fevere than that of the
former; yet it is by no means fufficiently
meliorated to effe any ftriking diftin@ion
in his favour, except in mere external ap-
pearance. He is, indeed, generally exempt
from the pangs of being torn from his kin-
dred and his native land, by thofe he does
not know, to be borne he knows not whi-
ther. He feels not that barbarity, feverity,
and injuftice, which the African becomes
fubjet to, at the inftant he is fecured to be
brought to 2 market. He knows none of
that anxious and painful fufpenfe, which
many of them are under concerning the lot
which awaits them, when they are expofed
to fale in a flave-yard. He does not ex-
perience a cruel feparation from thofe he
is attached to, on arriving among a people
with whofe language he is unacquainted,
and where he has not a friend to commife-
rate or fhare in his diftrefs. In licu of
thefe affliGtions, he has the hard advantage
of being born and brought up beneath the

trammels of that flavery to which he is
deftined ;
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deftined ; and of learning, at an early period
of life, that his exiftence is devoted to la-
bour, without reward; and to exertions,
not to be repaid by confidence or affection.
No generous germ of fentiment is fuffered
to make its appearance in his mind. The
inattention and rigour of the fyftem pur-
fued towards him deftroy it in its embryo.
Hence the parent often treats the child
with neglect; the child regards the parent
with indifference. The male unites with
the female for the convenience of a drudge;
the female to the male to fhare the profits
of his difhonefty, They conneét without af-
fe@ion, and they part without regret, to
make fome other choice which caprice or
convenience may dictate. Al their little
leifure is engrofled by cares for their bodily
fuftenance; and in the prefent fyftem to
which they are fubjected, there is neither a
foundation laid for, nor room to ereét an idea
of, a moral duty; nor of foftering and en-
couraging a natural obligation. The dif-
ference, therefore, between the African and
Creolian flave appears to be fimply this to

an
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an attentive obferver. The Creolian has the
moft art and ingenuity, but the * Afri-
can the moft natural principle. The Creo-
lian is the moft handy and expert at his
bufinefs ; but the African is the moft af-
fettionate father; the moft conftant huf-
band, and the trueft friend. The reafon
of this diftinétion is evident: the prin-
ciples and affeGions of the former are fub-
dued and perverted from his infancy;
while the latter continues to retain a larger
fhare of thofe which he received from na-
ture, and which had been cherifthed in that
greater, if not abfolute, liberty, which he
enjoyed in his own country.

Ye impartial Weft Indians! for many
of you there are who have candour to

* The conftant, laborious ficld negro, who attaches
himfelf to one wife, and to his little hut and fpot of
ground upon the plantation, is ufually found among the
Africans: and as negroes of this defcription are the very
finews of an eftate; nay, indeed, are frequently obliged
to make up by their toil for the deficiences of idlers and
runaways, it is matter of great regret, that they are not
diftinguifhed and rewarded.

confefs
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confefs the defects of the prefent fyftem of
flavery, and fenfibility to lament them;
will you fay that I have delineated this
little fketch with an unfaithful pencil? Or
that in the prefent relation between your-
felves and your flaves, there exifts any of
thofe qualities which are indifpenfably ne-
ceffary to make them a good and a happy
people ?

Such, when we firft become acquainted
with himn, and fuch, when he is inured to
our yoke, being the outlines of the cha-
raCter and condué& of this forlorn outcaft
of nature and fociety; it follows, that we
muft endeavour, with equal juftice, to fcru-
tinize the general fcope of our own ations,
bleffed as we are with freedom, enlighten-
ed by fcience, and with the pureft pattern
of moral excellence continually open to
our obfervation, in the facred chara&er of
the Founder of our religion. Thefe are
the invaluable treafures which Providence
has fet before us; and it is worth while to

confider to what purpofes we apply them,
fo
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fo as to manifeft our gratitude to the giver,
and to eftablith a claim to that diftin&ion,
which we have affumed above the unin-
ftrudted part ~f mankind. Our freedom,
ther, we ai.ufe by trampling upon the rights
of men who nnabit a fourth part of the
globe; depriving them of their natural and
inherent privileges, and giving them no-
thing in return but a boncage rigorous and
oppreffive, o which affe@tion, religion,
morality, and govcrnment, are equally and
totaliy ftra:gcrs.  Science, which is only
eftimable fo far as it prepares and conducts
us to contemplate tne great Author of our
exiftence; and thence to reform and purify
our minds, becomes, in our poffeffion, to
ufe the language of Milton,

¢ Vain wifdom all, and falfe philofophy:"

dirc@cd as jt is to the mere gratification of
curiofity; or to the lefs venial purpofes of
promoting luxury, or encouraging fome
favourite paffion. Far from following the
examplc of him, whofe life (to fay nothing

of his divine miffion) was an unremitted
courfe
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courfe of piety and benevolence. We are
continually engaged in fome paltry fcheme
of intereft, of fenfuality, or of ambition ;
as if thefe werc the only purfuits we were
defigned for, and this ftate of exiftence
the utmoft boundary of our being. Even
the beft of us is comparatively moft un-
worthy and imperfe@; and though from
our improved ftatc of focicty, we excel
the African in the reftraint of thofe dif-
orderly paffions, which will break forth
under his loofe and rude condition; yet
how frequently do we degrade ourfelves
below him by the commiflion of crimes,
for which his ignorance, and the habits he
has been accuftomed to, might plead an
excufe? Is it then for fuch creatures as
we are, that we prefume Almighty wifdom
fhould deviate from thc harmony and re-
gularity of his works, to form a race of
beings out of the order of nature; endowed
with rational faculties, but without the
power of acquiring virtue, that they might
be the more convenient and fubfervient

engines
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engines to our avarice, our vanity, and
our cafe?

However negative this mode of reafoning
is admitted to be, there is none which is
more effetual to produce conviGtion in the
mind : for it is a found maxim in logick,
that, if what we conceive terminates in ab-
furdity and contradition, we muft abandon
it as falfe and inadmiflible. Now, it is
as impoffible for us to fuppofe, confiftently
with our impreflions of the benevolence
and goodnefs of the Deity, that he has
formed a rational being under the inevi-
table deftiny of his being incapable of what
we call principle in his condué, as it is for
us to infer, confiftently with our notions
of his wifdom, that God fhould have cre-
ated fuch a being merely for our ufe and
convenience. But how do the apologifts
of our prefent fyftem of flavery {urmount
this objetion? By evading an argument
which they cannot contradi¢t, under an in-
finuation that it is prefamptuous in man to

attempt
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attempt to fathom, or, in other words, to
reafon upon the intentions of Providence in
the creation of the African. But this is
a weak and defperate refource for the fup-
port of a miftaken caufe; fince it will not
palliate our want of benevolence and of
juftice, in neglcCting to attempt, at leaft,
the isiprovement of a being, between whom
and ouriclves there 15 a moft juimate re-
femblance, whatever may’ be our ccenbts
with refped to the extent of his taculties
and talents; aud whom we have to offe 2u-
ally fubjecrcd to our power, that he cannot
derive that improvement uciels through onr
encourugeinent and afliftunce. Independ-
ent however of this defecr, it is an iafinua-
tion wnich 1s erroneous in its priuciple:
for, fo far are we from being prefum tuoas
when we reafon with awe and with humi-
lity, upon thofe parts of this STuPcNDOUS
WhuotLk, which fall within the reach of
our obfervation, that it is one of the prin-
cipal duties of our exiftence to trace them
from their Almighty Author, in a manner
‘ fuitable



[ 27 ]

fvitable to the impreflions we have received
of his divine wifdom and goodne(s. ‘The
fact is, that we are then only prefumptuous,
when we are doubtful of their excellence,
or impute them to weak and unworthy mo-
tives; and there is no medium to be adopt-
ed in the queftion at prefent before us.
We mutft either conceive, zbar the Deity in
creating the African an intelligent being, has
Jormed bim with a capacity for virtue, agree=
able to bis own invariable and eternal attri-
butes of wifdom and benevolence: or elfe, that
in creating the African an intelligent being,
be defigned bim to be altogetber vicious and
miferable, upon principles of caprice, of cruel-
ty, and injufiice. Now, which of thefe
opinions is confiftent with the moral
beauty and order of creation, as well as
with our own hopes of happinefs in a fu-
ture ftate; and which is inconfiftent with
both, as well as tending to diffolve all dif-
tinGtion between virtue and vice, and all
the bands of fociety, we need not hefitate
to determine. Nor is there any reafon to

apprehend.
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apprehend, that even our moft miftaken
ideas of felf-intereft can fo far pervert our
underftandings, as to feduce us to depart
from thofe pure principles of theology,
which have fo long prevailed, and which
are ftill increafing and extending them-
felves through all the enlightened world,
in order that we may fofter fo horrid and
baneful an idea, as that the human race
in Africa were created to be an object of
the averfon and anger of the Deity, and
of the avarice and rapine of mankind.
Thus far the fubje@& has been confider-
ed chiefly in a theological point of view,
a principle of reafoning, which how-
ever unfathionable and contrary to the
fpirit of the reigning philofophy, ought
not to be defpifed or rejected, when we
reflec that the facred impreffion from which
all theology proceeds, has never failed to
communicate itfelf forcibly, in fome fhape

or other, to every rational and fufceptible
mind.

Opinions,
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Opinions, on any fubje&, however, are of
but little force or utility, until they have
been proved to bear inveftigation. They
are therefore tried by certain acknowledged
ftandards of right, and of truth, that their
proper value may be difcovered and impre(-
fed upon them. Of thefe ftandards, in
every queftion which concerns religion and
morals, thofe inferences which we have been
accuftomed to admit of the goodnefs and
wifdom of the Deity; and that fenfe which
we entertain of an original equity, antece-
dent and paramount to any of the artificial
reftraints of fociety, may be confidered as
the chief; and perhaps it forms part of the
condition, and of the felicity of beings fu-
perior to ourfelves, that thefe are fufficient
for their guide. But man is evidently too
imperfe@ a creature, either to deduce fuch
inferences, or to enjoy fuch a fenfe pure and
unobfcured ; and therefore we require fome-
thing more; fomething better adapted to
our groffer conceptions, to be effectual to the
purpofe of producing conviction. It is not

then
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then an opinion, zbat a negro is created with
the power of confeientionfly difcharging bis
duty tewards Ged and man, bowever founded
upon natural and reveclzd religion, and con-
formable to our notions of fupreme and uni-
verfal juftice, that will be deemed fufficient
to vindicate his claim to inftru&ion and
greater carc at our hands; but it will be
further neceffary to corroborate this opinion
with certain proofs which have refulted from
experience; and we muft now proceed to
effe@® this, as well as to introduce fome
relative and obvious remarks,

It has already been remarked, how un-
availing the attempt has hitherto been, to
afcertain the limits of negro geniusand un-
derftanding.  Itappears indeed to be a quef-
tion fo involved in obfcurity, and fo little
likely to be followed by an unequivocal dif-
covery of the truth, that it is at beft but
ufelefs to purfue the inquiry; nor would
fuch a purfuj.be of much importance in the

prefent inﬂ:q.g%'e, where the object of difcuf-
- fion
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fion is fimply the confirmation and proof of
the juftice of an hypothefis, That a negro
is capable of being a moral agent, His claim
to the title of a ratsonal one is clear and in-
controvertible, from the evidence to fup-
port it, unlefs in the opinion of thofe whom
prejudice has precluded from the power of
being convinced. The Letters of Ignatius
Sancho; the Latin compofitions of Francis
Williams ; and the more natural and inge-
nious producions of Phillis Wheatley, a
flave whofe mind was cramped by her con-
dition, and whofe only tutor was the firength
of her own faculties ; each of thefe has al«
ready furnifhed a publick and ample tefti-
mony of, at leaft, as confiderable a portion
of mental ability, as falls to the lot of man-
kind in general. And though it is hardly
neceffary to quote further inftances, we may
alfo notice the account which a learned and
ingenious writer * has lately publithed of
the arithmetical powers difplayed by an un-

* Dr, Benjamin Rufh, of Philadelphia.
inftru&ted
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inftrued African, in one of the American
ftates ; nor will it be improper to confider
the clear and conneted evidence which free
and civilized negroes have been known to
give at publick trials, in the courts of juftice
in the Weft-Indies, which profeffional men,
who attend thofe courts, muft in many in-
ftances recollect.  Now while thefe qualities
and powers are fufficient to vindicate the
claim of their refpe@ive poffeflors to com-
plete rationality, they alfo vindicate that of
the whole negro race;; for it would be high-
ly abfurd and unreafonable to infer, that a
few individuals thould be formed with par-
ticular diftin&ions, and that the refidue of
the fame people, thould be an inferior order
in creation. Indeed, neither philofophy or
common fenfe would warrant fuch a ftrained
and far-fetched conclufion. But it would
be needlefs to enlarge upon this topick of
difcuffion : for as resfon would be ufelefs
without free-will, and as free-will is the
power of making our own elefion between
good and evil, the idea of a rational agent is

- infeparable
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infeparable from that of a mora/one. Every
argument, therefore, and every proof which
can be adduced to place the African in the
rank of the Jatter, will equally tend to fup-
port his pretenfions to that of the jformer.
As introduttory, however, to fuch arguments
and proofs, it may perhaps be expedient to
endeavour to remove one obftacle out of the
African’s way, by a few impartial reflec-
tions on that very trite and frequent obfer-
vation among us, That a negro is rarely

poffeffed of a fenfe of gratitude.

If gratitude were a quality exifting in
perfeGion among mankind, and if we were
not accuftomed fo to value our own claims
upon the attention of others, as feldom to
receive a fufficient impreffion of thofe bene-
fits which are conferred upon us, we fhould
ftill have to inquirc whether fuch favours as
are ufually beftowed upon a negro flave,
would beget in ourfelves, in a fimilar condi-
tion, a greater or more lafting fenfe of them,
than that which he difcovers: and in order

to
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to make this inquiry fairly, we muft endea-
vour to fuppofe ourfelves in the African’s
fituation. We muft not picture to our ima-
gination, fome poor and friendlefs orphan,
received and cherithed by a charitable and
benevolent protector, inftructed in his du-
ties to God and to mankind, and brought
up in the habits of honeft induftry; but an
human being deprived of freedom, contrary
to his own will and confent, and perceiving
the whole labours of his exiftence devoted to
the profit and advantage of a felf-created fu.
perior, who acknowledges no other relation
towards him than that of the power which
he has affumed. Could we conceive ourfelves
to be thus circumftanced, we thould at once
conclude, that nothing but the moft invaria-
ble and decided attention to our intereft,
improvement and happinefs, could poflibly
render the perfon, to whofe authority we
were {ubjugated, an obje& of our permanent
gratitude. We fhould feel that it was not
the capricious fmile, or trifling donation,
beftowed upon. the flave in fome favourable

" moment,
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moment, when the mafter’s heart was di-
lated by fenfations of pleafure, that could
elevate principle, which had been fubdued by
oppreflion, or reftore underftanding perverted
into cunning. Every flave is indeed occa-
fionally liable to receive favours of this na-
ture ; and it may as generally be remarked,
that every flave receives them with all the
gratitude they deferve. The ¢ Thank you,
¢ mafter; God blefs you, mafter !” which
the flave pronounces, while his heart is
warmed with the indulgence he has met
with, appears to be a full return for
that indulgence itfelf. If his fenfation
of gratitude be but momentary, the boon
which is conferred upon him, is ina-
dequate to a more durable imprefiion, and
the impulfe which renders him an ob-
je& of favour, is as fhort lived and tranfi-
tory as his fenfe of it. But let us proceed
to fearch more minutely into the nature
and quality of thofe favours beftowed upon
the African, which are prefumed to merit
fuch a ftrong and lafting fenfe of gratitude.

Do
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Do they bear any refemblance or proportion
to thofe effential benefits, which lay a per-
fon, who is highly afiifted and relieved, undey
a permanent obligation to another, who has
ferved him with much pains and expenfe?
Do they even extend to what would be but
equitable conceflions on the mafter’s part;
and dare the African, for inftance, alk to
have his condition improved, fo as that he
may enjoy, without moleftation, any of thofe
comforts, advantages and rights,* whichare
open to the meanctt free perfon in the colo-
ny ? No: but hemay beg for a pint of corn,
rice, or flour, when he is pinched by hun-
ger; he may folicit an afternoon, or perhaps
a day, to attend the funeral of fome near re-

* Awmong thefe may be claffed the right of property,
that thofe few profits which a flave can derive from his
indufiry, fhould not be taken from him upon bare fufpi-
cion, on zccount of offences committed by unknown per-
fons; whe »° /¢ to a cermain fixed and due proportion of
time, to be oppropriated to the flave’s own ufe and advant .
a2ge; the rigi: to be fairly tricd betore he is fentenced to
fevere punifhmemts. Al thefe are but fair and equitable
claims, which, however, are not admitted under the pre-
fent (yftcin of flavery,

lation
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lation or friend; he may occafionally beg
for a day to draw his 4-caffava, or to thatch
his houfe; for which latter purpofe he may
obtain a fuflicient quantity of I woula,
brought by the gang, to thatch it with ; and
a bottle of rum and a little melaffes to give
to drink to thofe who aflift him. Thefe,
and fimilar bounties to thcfe, are all that he
can venture to look up to; and even fer
thefe he muft not be very frequent in his
applications. Thefe too are often diminith-
ed in value, by the manner in which they
are beftowed, which but rarely partakes of
that bencvolence and cheerfulnefs, with
which the moderzte withes of a good flave,
fhould be even anticipated, if known to his
mafter. It is eafy to be perceived, that fa-
vours thus limited and thus conferred, are
but little adapted to infpire and to cherith
fuch a virtue as gratitude.

+ A root which is manufudtured into a kinl of bread.

1 The leaf which grows from the root and fides of the
fugar canc, and which anlwe:s the purpofe of ftraw for
veatching,

Put
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But we mult carry our inquiries ftill fur-
ther, and make fome obfervations upon the
condu of flaves towards thofe mafters, who
are termed good-natured, indolent men.
Chara&ers of this defcription have frequent-
ly been quoted as proofs of the ingratitude
of the negro race; although it is obvious to
common fenfe, and confirmed by univerfal
experience, that men who concede indul-
gences, merely to get rid of importunity,
and relax in all order and difcipline, to fave

little momentary pain to their feelings,
muft naturally expe& difregard and con-
tempt from thofe who are fubjeted to their
authority, even where they are highly ad-
vanced in civilization and knowledge. And
the reafon of a return apparently fo ungrate-
ful, is evident enough. It univerfally re-
quires a marked defign and attention to
beftow a favour upon an individual, to
excite in him a complete fenfe of gratitude ;
but thefe qualitics muft be ftill more appa-
rentand fyitematic in the benefactor, before
they can produce the fame effe€t upon any
Hudy of men, who depend upon his judg-

ment
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ment and conduét to be governed in fuch g
manner as may beft contribute to their gene-
ral good. Without this exertion, we may
indeed frequently sndulge, but rarcly can
effentially ferve our fellow creatures. Ina
dulgence alfo to fome, is often injuftice to
others, particularly where thofe gratifica-
tions are beftowed upon importunity, which
ought to be referved as the reward of merit;
and hiftory fo ftrongly corroborates the truth
of thefe obfervations, that we have rarely
found the eafy, good-natured, and indolent
ruler of a people, to be poffefled of their
genuine affe@ion and veneration, Indeed
the adminiftration of government in the
hands of fuch men, is much too partial and
negligent, to beget attachment and gratitude;;
nor can we conceive why an ignorant Afri-
can, who ftands {fo much in need of fyftem
and perfeverance, to improve and to make
him happy, fhould fo far differ from the
general charaGer of mankind, as to make an
unreafonable return of gratitude towards one,
who, though he may have indulged him with

fome accidental gratifications, has never made
hLis
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his intereft and happinefs the obje of his
pains and attention.

So far then, examining the fubje&t nega-
tively, there is no reafon to draw a conclu-
fion favourable to the common remark,
« That a negro is rarely poffeffed of a_fenfe of
¢ gratitude.” Let us now proceed to pofi-
tive examples and argument, and obferve,
¢ Whether negroes bave been known to mani-
« feff a proper degree of gratitude, in fuch
“ cafes cs may naturally be fuppofed to de-
“ mand it 2”

To enter then into the ftile of narrative,
the firft general example which I have to
quote, is as follows: There is a refident
proprictor, with whom I have the pleafure
of being acquainted, liberally educated, hu-
mane, intclligent, and induftrious. He has
fenfibly and benevolently confidered, that it
1s the firlt and moft important part of every
planter’s duty and intereft, to be careful of
the welfare and comfort of his flaves. He
feduloully applies himfclf to this laudable

purpofe.
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purpofe. He not only gives to his flaves
an allowance of food and clothing equal
to what is given by the moft liberal pro-
prietors; but alfo has diftributed among
them, certain properties of fertile provifion-
ground, from which they dcrive many fup-
plies and conveniences of life. But it is not
the bare diftribution of the provifion-ground
that is of fo much utility as the judicious
means he has adopted to cncourage his
flaves to cultivate them; the time which
he occafionally allots them for that pur-
pofe; the pains which he has taken to ren-
der the produé@ of the land both profitable
and fecure to them; and his own conftant
infpeCtion and obfervation. In fhort, with-
out rclaxing in that authority which is
neceflary to be adhcred to for the prefer-
vation of order and good government, he
treats them with an unufual care and con-
fideration to their real good and advantage.
The confequence of this attention to his
duty as a mafter is, that he has a tribe of
cheerful, contented, and laborious ilaves,
who are at all times willing to exert them-
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felves in his fervice; among whom the
lath of the whip is very rarcly applied,
and fuch a charaler as a runaway has not
been known for years. It is worth while
to mention alfo, that feveral of the beft
and moit able flaves upon the plantation
had been notorious runaways before this
gentleman bought it, and indeed were then
abfent, but came in immediately when they
heard that he had become their mafter,
and have never fince abfconded. Now,
to what principle is this general good be-
haviour of flaves to be afcribed, differing
fo widely as it does from the condu& of
thofe who arc ill treated and neglected ?
Is it any thing more than fair and reafon-
able to attribute it, in a great degree, to
a fenfe of their mafter’s confideration for
their welfare, which has eftablithed an im-
preflion of duty on their part, exciting an
adequate return of gratitude ?

The foregeing is an inflance of the be-
haviour of a certain tribe of plantation
flaves in one of our fugar colonies; flaves

who
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who are yet uninftruced in the principles
of religion and morality, and yet remain-
ing in their native ignorance, except fo far
as they may have acquired fome diftin&tions
from the attentions, which have been al-
ready recited, of a benevolent and confider-
ate mafter. In addition to this I may be
permitted to intimate, by the way, from
the convition of my own immediate ex=-
perience, that the gratitude and affection
of negro flaves toward their mafter, will
incrcafe in proportion to his care for their
improvement and welfare. To fupport,
however, this principle ftill farther, as well
as to corroboratc the prefent hypothefis, I
will proceed to mention certain inftances of
gratitude and re&itude of heart, fele@ed
from among negroes who are either free, or
confiderably improved in a ftate of flavery;
only obferving, left thefe inftances fhould
appear to be but few and fingular, that,
on the one hand, I have not been fuflicient-
ly difengaged from other cares, to devotc
my time to more cxtenfive or particular
inquiries ; and on the other, that the num-

ber
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ber of negroes who partake of civilization
and liberty in our fugar colonies is very
fmall in proportion to that of the iznorant
and enflaved: befides, fo feldom are the
mental faculties of negroes cultivated in
our fugar colonies, and fo much are they
under the influence of their abjedt con-
dition, and its confcquent vicious habits,
that oze inftance of virtue among them
fhould, in candour, be admitted as equal
to an bundred among thofe, to whom frec-
dom is an inviolable birthright, and re-
ligion and morality the regular and com-
mon principles of education.

The tragical fate of the African rivals
and friends, with that of the obje&t of their
mutual affection, which are related at length
in the Spe&tator, and remarked by Mr.
Ramfay in his Effay on the Treatment and
Converfion of Slaves, and the no lefs tra-
gical and affecting ftory of Quafhi (as re-
lated by Mr. Ramfay in the fame effay)
though no particular proofs of gratitude,
muft yet be noticed as undéniable inftances

of
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of that * delicacy of pafion, which however
unfortunate to its pofleflors, is an infallible
criterion of complete bumanity. But the
character of JosEpH RACHEL as alfo de-
fcribed in the Effay on the Treatment and
Converfion of Slaves, exhibits an unequi-
vocal inftance of negro gratitude. It now
becomes my part to inftance another Josepu
equally grateful with himfelf,

Josepn HerprrT was formerly a ne-
gro flave belonging to an aged lady of the
ifland of Ncvis; his fidelity and good be-
haviour rendered him deferving of his free-
dom, and her circumftances were fo low and
reduced as to render it neceflary for her to
provide for her future fupport. She had
no other means of making this provifion
than by fetting her faithful flave at liberty,
and depending upon him for her cwn

* Jf Mr. Hume, who has written with much inge-
nuity upon the delicacy of tafle and paffion, had been ac-
quainted with thefe different inftances of delicacy of pajjion
in negroes, he would have found caufe to have been
doubtful at leaft, of an opinion concerning them, which
appears to have been tqo hadily formed.

maintenance,
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maintenance. This fhe accordingly did;
and in fo doing, the has never been de-
ceived or difappointed. He built her an
houfe in the town of Charleftown in the
ifland of Nevis; and has ever fince con-
tinued to ferve her with the moft dutiful
and unremitting attention ; even anticipat-
ing her wants, and providing her with little
delicacies, fo far as the fmall profits of
his trade, which is that of a cooper, will
enable him to purchafe them. Sheis ftill
living, though very old and infirm, and he
has never dimirnifhed in his care and re.
fpe& towards her. There are alfo fimila
inftances of grateful behaviour among in
dividual negroes in that ifland, which
though lefs confpicuous, would yct b
fufficient to prove to any unprejudice
mind, that a negro is not deficient in a feni
of gratitude.

But it is not in our fugar colonies, whei
there is fo feldomany principled relation be
tween mafter and flave, or any eflenti

benefit conferred by the former, that ir
ftanc
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ftances of gratitude, attachment, and redli-
tude among negroes, are to be frequently
expeted. Thefe are fuch as the muter
does not look for, and indeed he muft be
fenfible, upon an impartial review of the
prefent fyftem of flavery, that he has no
title to claim them. The following fats
are taken from a colony where flavery wears
a milder and more beneficent afpect; and
they are offered not only as a proof of gra-
titude in negro flaves, but alfo of integrity
and fidelity :—a proof fufficient as well to
lead us to a juft and favourable conclufion
in the negro s behalf {o far as concerns the
quality of gratitude, as alfo to vindicate and
confirm the truth of the prefent hypothefis
in general.

¢“ Some years ago, three negroes, the
¢ property of an inhabitant of the ifland
¢¢ of Bermudas, wecre taken on board
¢ a veflel, which being deteted in
¢ fome illicit trade, was captured by
¢ the Portland fhip of war. The vef-
% fel being condemned as a lawful prize,

¢ the



[
€¢
€s
(1]
(X4
[
[
€<
(13
(13
¢
[ 1]
[£3
€
é¢
(X1
(X
({1
[
(14
‘¢
«
<«
€
s¢

'

[ 48 ]

the negroes had alfo become liable to in-
cur a fimilar fentence ; but, though their
owner Lad forfeited his own right to
them as a property, yet the bencvolent
and equitable fentiments of the com-
mander cf the Portland, would not ad-
mit of a proceeding againft the flaves,
which appeared to him to be repugnant
to every principle of humanity and jufl-
tice. Perhaps he was wcil aware, that
one of the moft horiid and iniquitous
evils of lavery is, that the moft valuable
and imp:oved flave has not a right re-
ferved to him more than the moft worth-
lefs ; that Le is equally liable to be fold,
and to be feparated from his tamily, his
little property, and his friends, for the
misfortune or folly of his owner; and
that he is frequently thus doomed to
be the innocent victim of the impru-
dence, or i}l fuccefs of another, At all
events, he took the neceflary meafures to
prevent his captives from being fold,
and employed them immediately on
board the Portland, where fuch were
their a&ivity, fkill, and good condu&,

7] ‘Chdt



[ 49 ]

¢¢ that they were foon diftinguithed, and
¢ indeed rewarded ; a mark of merit which
¢ ought of itfelf to be fufficient to raife
“ this now abjec and degraded being, a
¢ negro flave, in the fcale of our eftima-
¢ tion and opinion. They continued in
¢ fervice a confiderable time, ftill con-
¢ ducting themfelves with equal propriety,
“ till at length the time approached for
““ the fhip’s return to England, and fhe
“ was refitted at Antigua for that purpofe,
¢ when their patron and bencfattor ad-
¢¢ drefled them to the following effect :—
“ My lads, you bave now been with me for
““ fome time, and bave uniformly conducted
“ yourfelves fo much to z1y Jatisfaétion, that
“ I bave refolved to allow you your full
¢ proportion of wages and of piize money,
¢ qvbich fhall be paid until the prefent bour ;
“ but 1t is neverthel:fs my wifh that you
“¢ fhould proceed with me in the flip to Eng-
¢ land, by doing wbich you «will not only ac-
““ quire a further profit to yourfelves, but
““ aill alfo poffifs yourfilves of that jreeden,
“ awhich you appear to be well diforving eof.
¢ Tlie negroes liftenced to his propofal with

¢ attention
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attention and refpe@, but did not hefi-
tate a moment in adopting their refolu-
tion, They acknowledyed the obiigations
they were under to bis humanity and gene-
rofity; but told bhim that they fhould not think
themfelves juftified were they to forfake a

¢ good mafier, whofe fupport in fome meafure

(14

(1]

L X4

(X4

depended upon their labour, and who relied
upon their fidelity to return to bhim, and
their boncfly to bring with them the money
they bad earned: they therefore requefled

¢ permiffion to go back to Bermudas, with
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the wages and prize money which bad been
beflowed upon them. It is almoft need-
lefs to add, that the fame upright and
benevolent fentiments, which had in-
duced the Commander of the Portland
to make an offer fo evidently to their ad-
vantage, would dictate to him to comply
with a requeft, founded upon prin-
ciples fo deferving of admiration and
applaufe.”

The moral fenfe has been well defined to

be an impreflion of the beauty and excellence
of wirtue, abflracled from any confideration

to
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20 its confequences. Where then has it been
found to exift with more vigour and pu-
rity than in the inftance which has been juft
related, in which three of the African race,
atuated by motives of duty, inftantly de-
termined to prefer a ftate of flavery, and a
furrender of gains, which they had acquired
with labour and hazard, to the enjoyments
of freedom and comparative opulence. But
upon inquiry, it has been acknowledged by
{everal native Bermudians, that inftances of
fimilar integrity among negroes are not un-
common in that colony. In Bermudas, it
is frequently a practice with the proprietors
of flaves bred to the fea, to fuffer them to
hire themfelves upon any voyage which is
agreeable to their own inclinations; and
it is not unufual for them to be abfent even
for years, according to the employment
which they happen to find in foreign ports,
and faithfully to remit their wages to their
mafters, who are under no fufpicions or
apprehenfions of their deferting them. The
difference, however, between the flaves of
Bermudas and thofe of our fugar colonies
is at once palpable to the moft fuperficial

obferver.
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obferver. ‘The former, as may be difcover=
ed in their gefture, their looks, and their
whole deportment, are an acive, confident,
and intelligent people, betraying none of
thofe fqualid fymptoms of dejetion and
depravity, which are in general too vifible
in the countenances and manners of the lat-
ter. The male flaves in Bermudas are ei-
ther fkilful and laborious mechanicks, or
hardy and expert feamen; and the females
are no lefs ingenious, than honeft and dili-
gent in domeftick employments; having
given inftances of *uncommon dexterity and
nicety in many branches of houfehold ma-
nufaGure, and being frequently entrufted
with the care of the provifions and ftores
belonging to the family. The caufes of
{o evident a diftinCtion between the flaves
of Bermudas and thofe of the fugar colonies,
it is moft probable are thefe:—In Ber-
mudas the flave is not only the objeét of

* A perfon whoft veracity the author can depend upon,
has informed him, that a negro houfemaid in Bermudas
has pulled the cotton from the ftalk, picked, carded, and
fpun it; and afterwards knitted it into a pair of mens
ftockings of fuch delicate finenefs and texture, that they
ceuld be drawn through a wedding ring, b

the
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the mafter’s autbority, but of his affeiion
alfo. In the fugar colonies he is too gene-
rally confidered as the object of authority
alone. In Bermudas, where the flave .is
regarded as a part of the family, the mafter
confiders himfelf as his patron and proteéior,
as well as his proprietor. 1In the fugar
colonies, the mafter is accuftomed to look
upon himfelf as the proprietor only; and
hence the flave being rarely regarded other-
wife than as a property, almoft every a& of
the matfter’s, which confults his benefit or
convenience, is chiefly governed by a view
to his prefervation, upon this narrow and
contratted principle. Finally, in Bermu-
das there aie habits of religion, and of
plainnefs and fimplicity of manners, which
reduce that immenfe diftance between the
mafter and flave fo remarkable in the fugar
colonies ; and bringing them both to wor-
fhip at the fame temple, before the common
Maker and all-bounteous Mafter of us all,
remind them of the natural affinity between
them: and hence that patriarchal relation
has been eftablithed in Bermudas, which,

if flavery be admitted, ought invariably to
fubfift
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fubfift between the mafter and his flave ;—a
relation in which autbority thould be con-
trouled and foftened by qfection * : the for-
mer keeping the flave in fufficient fubordi-
nation and dependence; and the latter pro-
moting thofe conftant ads of kindnefs and
beneficence on the part of the mafter, which

will

#* T have had feveral opportunities of obferving how far
this quality of affetion towards flaves is fufficient of itfelf
to fecure their attachment and fidelity, and to excite in
them notions of duty and recitude greater than can
be entertained by thofe, who are regarded with contempt,
and treated with negle& and indifference ; but in parti-
cular in the courfe of a late vifit to the Bahama iflands.
It is a chara&leriftick of the old fittlers among thofe
iflands, who live in a ftile of great fimplicity, that they
treat their flaves as if they were their children; as it is of
their flaves in return, that they manifeft the fame attach-
ment to their owners as they would to a parent. An in-
ftance of this kind made a ftrong impreflion upon me,
on an interview at which | happened to be prefent at the
ifland of Great Haneaga, bctween an old Bahamian, wha
was cruifing in queft of fhipwrecks (at orce to profit by
and relieve the diftrefles of his fellow- creatures) and the
crews of two veflels which belonged to him. Thefe
crews confifted chiefly of about fourteen or fifteen active,
robuft, animated and intelligent negroes, between whom
and their old mafter there pafed fuch cordial congratula~
tions and inquiries, as could not fail to make animpreflion

upon
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will invariably produce their own good ef-
fects upon the mind of any rational and fuf-
ceptible being.

It may, however, ftill be urged that a
Jenfe of felf-intereff on the part of the pro-
prietor in the fugar colonies, will be fuf-
ficient to compenfate for other defe@s, and
to fecure good treatment to the flave: but
to me it appears that the weaknefs of this
argument has never been fully adverted
to; for when we proceed to contemplate
this fenfe of felf-intereft, in the manner
in which it exifts in different minds, we
fhall find that it is feldom capable of pro-

upon any perfon difpofed to contemplate the beft affec-
tions of human nature, void of art and difguife. He af.
terwards enlarged to me upon the attachment and fidelity
of feveral of them, in terms of the warmeft eulogium. I
muft not omit to mention here an inftance of negro do-
cility and induftry, which came under my obfervation at
the ifland of Providence, one of the Bahama iflands. At
the houfe where I lodged, there was a negro girl of about
eight or ten years old, who was learning to read and to
work, and who did all the common bufinefs of the houfe,
with an intelligence and alertnefs equal to that of any child
of a white complexion.

ducing
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ducing any mcliorating effects, without
the affiftance of fome fuperior principles.

In fa®, it is one of the infirmities of our
nature, and the caufes of our mifery in
this probationary ftate of exiftence, that,
however we may be capable of difcerning,
we certainly do not always follow our
true intereft. A juft fenfe of felf-intereft
invariably purfued would lead to nothing
but to virtue and ‘to happinefs; but to fup-
pofe fuch a purfuit, without any deviation
from it, is to fuppofe a dcgree of perfection,
which, though we may and ought to ftrive
for, in ordcr to prepare ourfelves for a bet-
ter world, we yet cannot attain in this.
Without, however, proceeding to confider
Jelf-intereft in this exalted fenfc, or to give
it any other definition than thofe who affert
its efficacy as a prevailing and controuling
principle, would annex to it; that is, con-
fidering it as an attachment to the accumu-
lation and prefervation of proper:y, it muft
be obferved, that even ths fenfe of felf-in-
tereff is frequently fufpended, and over-
whelmed by our other paffions; nay, is
often
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often thwarted moft by that very paffion
which means moft to promote it. To ap-
ply this to the prefent fubje& : it is by no
means uncommon in the Weft Indies, to
meet with a mafter of an avaricious and
miferly difpofition, who fuffers his flaves to
pine away in hunger and nakednefs, and
exacts more labour from them than their
conftitutions can bear, to the diminution
of their numbers and ftrength, and of
courfe to the injury of that felf-interefl,
which it is his principal aim to advance,
With whom then is this fenfe of felf-intereft
to be difcovered, exifting fo completely as to
form a regular, orderly, and uncontroulable
rule of condué@ ? Is it with the gencerality of
owners of {laves, who regard their intereft,
it is true ; but who do not regard it further
than as it is conducive to their gratifica-
tion and enjoyment? Certainly not: for
with characers of this defcription, zbe fenfe
of Jelf-intereft, according to that definition
which has been already annexed to it, is
only of temporary continuance, occupying
the mind indeed in its turn like other paf-
fions, but in its turn overborne and fuf-

pended.
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pended. How then is this fonfe of felf-in-
teref to fecure good treatment and attention
to the flave, when anger, averfion, difguft,
difappointment, or the purfuit of fome pre-
dominant pleafure, have depofed it and
ufurped its ftation in the mind? And that
it is frequently thus depofed is indubitable
from the hiftory of mankind throughout
all ages; the gratification of thofe evil
paflions to which human nature is prone,
having univerfally prevailed; and being as
univerfally inconfiftent with tbis fenfe of
Self-intereff. It is not likely, therefore,
that a principle, which is fo little to be
depended upon in man’s general conduct
through life, fhall be uniformly exerted
towards thofe who are immediately expofed
to our paffions and our power: nor is any
fuch an abfurd confequence fupported by
experience. At prefent the mafter pofleffes
his flave, as he does every other fpecies of
property ; all of which he is tenacious in~
deed to retain, but which he holds fubje&t
to all the abufes of capricious humour, and
obnoxious to the change of every fluctuat-
ing paffion. This fenfe of felf-intereft then,

which
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which has been held out as a counterba-
lance to the defe@ts of that flavery which
exifts in our fugar colonies, has no regular
and general prevalency adequate to the con-
troul and melioration of a {yftem, fo narrow
and contracted in its purpofes; fo liable
to be abufed; and fo little limited in its
authority. A proper degree of attention
towards flaves can therefore only be expect-
ed from thofe, who are virtuous and con-
fiderate enough to controul their authority
over him by qualities of a more exalted and
liberal tendency, than am attachment to the

accumulation and prefervation of property.
Here then we are enabled, I conceive,
to come to a fair and undeniable con-
clufion. That there is a fyftem of flavery
eftablithed in our fugar colonies, in itfelf
highly arbitrary and opprefiive, and void
of every moral relation between mafter
and flave, is a fa@ which cannot be dif-
puted by its warmeft and hardieft apolo-
gifts. Indeed, they have already impliedly
affented to it, by afferting that it is ina
great meafure, if not fufficiently checked
and controuled, by a certain fenfe of felf-
interef} ;
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intereft; or, in other words, an attachment
to the accumulation and prefervation of pro-
perty; which, however, when duly con-
fidered, will be found either frequently
to defeat its own purpofes, or to act too
partially and too rarely to produce any me-
livratig effeéts, of confequence enough to
be noticed. When we proceed to confider
the being, who is fubjugated to this un-
principled authority ; firft, according to the
moft received and enlightened muaxims of
theology ; and afterwards according to that
propriety and retitude of condu&, which
he has exhibited in various inftances; we
have all the convi&tion wkich is ncceffary,
that he is endowed by his Creator with a
capacity for religious and moral improve-
ment. When we confider him as an ig-
norant being, whofc exiflence we have
taken into our hanas, and devated to la-
bour for our advantages, we muft be equal-
ly convinced, that it is a duty which we
owe to him, to our Creator, and to tociety,
to contribute, by all judicious methods, to
his improvement and happinefs. Thofe,
I apprehend, are fuch juft dedudions,

that
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that we may now go on to beftow a few
confiderations upon the means by which
fo defirable an objeét can be promoted or
obtained.

It is the effe® of human philofophy,
that it inflates the foul with pride, and
fills its votaries with high conceits of
their own pre-eminence and ability. It
is the principle of the Chriftian religion,
when rightly underftood (and were it for
this alone, it deferves to be celebrated
above all other fyftems) that it teaches fuch
a frail, imperfect creature as man, a need-
ful leflon of felf humiliation—a difpofi~
tion to frown with feverity upon his own
faults, and to regard with compaflion and
tendernefs the errors of his fellow-crea-
tures. Now, fomewhat of this virtue of
humility is indifpenfably requifite, in the
firft inftance, for the proprictor of flaves in
our fugar colonies, to enable him to de-
fcend from that pinnacle of power, which
he has ufurped; to regard with benevolent
affe@ions that abj & and forlorn being, a
negro flave, who is now crouching at his

¢ feet;
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feet; to raife him up, and to take an in-
tereft in his temporal and future welfare.
Could this mild and beneficent quality once
find its way to the heart, the foul and mid-
night mift of vicious cuftom and prejudice
would quickly diffipate before it; and
every proprietor, of common fenfe and
goodnefs of heart, would foon conceive
fome plan by which improvement might
be communicated, and all needful authority
ftill upheld and preferved. Until, how-
ever, a more comprehenfive fcheme of re-
formation can be adopted, in which the
legal powers of government and the good-
will of individuals may be led to co-operate,
the following is fuggefted with deference,
as fimple, operative, and unexpenfive.

‘¢ Let every refident proprietor, who is
¢ defirous of improving his flaves, be at the
“ pains to compofe a ftrict, but humane
¢ and judicious code of plantation laws for
“¢ their government; partaking of rewards
¢ and punifthments, in order to excite emu-
¢ lation and enforce obedience. Let a
¢ building be erected upon the plantation,

¢ (which
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(which may be done at an inconfider-
able expenfe) and let it be fet apart as
the repofitory of the laws, the tribunal
of juftice, and the feat of religious and
moral inftru@ion. Here let the proprie-
tor make it a practice to attend regularly
on the Sabbaths, and at particular fefti-
vals; and after delivering a fhort and
eafy difcourfe of a religious and moral
tendency, for the inftruion of his
flaves, let him make them acquainted
with the laws by which they are to be
governed, with the punifhments which
they will invariably incur for the com-
miflion of certain offences, and with the
rewards which will accrue to them for
certain inftances of good behaviour. As
to the expenfe of fuch rewards, every
perfon who is acquainted with a Weft
India plantation, knows how eafy it is
to reward a deferving flave without any
fenfible expenfe to the proprietor. The
increafe of the fmall ftock, which moft
proprietors raife for their tables, would
eafily afford the diftribution of a fowl, a
pig, or a kid at Chriftmas, according to

¢ the
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the merits of thofe who were entitled to
claim them; and a gift of this nature
would not only be regarded as a valuable
treafure by the flave, but would become
ftill more important from the confider-
ations upon which it was given. In
fhort, this engine of rewards, in ju-
dicious hands, might be applied to a va-

riety of excellent purpofes upon a Weft
India eftate. It might be employed to en-
courage marriage and population ; to re-
ward honefty and fidelity; to ftimulate
to a {pirit of induftry; and to diftinguith
thofe who were moft attentive to in-
ftrution. It would alfo form fo obvious
a contraft to needful and indifpenfable
punifhments, that the advantages of good
behaviour would become ftriking and
confpicuous ; whereas, the only benefit
which the flave derives from regular at-
tention to his duty, under his prefent
condition, is the mere negative one of not
incurring chaftifement. Thefe are only
curfory hints; but upon the whole it
cannot be doubted, that the gradual in-
troduion of a fyftem fomewhat fimilar

(1] to
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 to the foregoing, would foon diffufe
‘¢ its meliorating qualities and effects. It
¢ would at once promote the caufe of re-
¢ ligion and morality, fo eflfential to the
‘¢ prefent and future happinefs of all men;
¢ —it would terrd to eftablith a principled
¢ rclation between the mafter and fiave,
¢ while it rather confirmed than diminifh-
¢ ed the proper sutherity of the former ;—
¢ it would add to the fafery of the colo-
‘¢ nies by fecuring the {lave’s attachment ;—
‘¢ and every rational impreffion of religion
* muft induce us to believ. that it would
“ be followed with the blefling of Pro-
‘¢ vidence.”

Already is the fpirit of humanity towards
flaves gradually diffufing itfelf throughout
our fugar colonics, fo far as refpects lenity
and moderation of punithment. Unhap-
pily, however, the prejudices of the old
fyftem ftill fufliciently prevail, to caufe
every opinion which favours the f{lave’s
mental improvement and advancement, to
be confidered in general, as romantick and
vifionary; and hence we may eafily con-

clude
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clude how obdurate has been the work of
prejudice, and of habit, when fo natural an
obje& as the improvement of human na-
ture, the apparent end of human exiftence,
is deemed abfurd and impracticable. Yet,
why fhould not an experiment be tried
from which no evil is likely to refult, but
which, on the contrary, promifes to produce
the moft pleafing and fatisfactory effects ? If
{laves be but little improved by it, yet will
not that mafter of thcm be in every fenfe
better and happier, who, looking down
with complacency and benevolence, perhaps
upon fome hundreds of human beings, the,
labours of whofe exiftence are devoted to
his fervice, can fay: ¢ I am endeavouring
¢ to difcharge my duty towards them, as
“ a man and a Chriftian, I am not only
¢ their mafter, but alfo their benefaétor,
«¢ their legiflator, and inftrucor?” Fur-
ther, as there are few purfuits in which
the mind engages, which do not leave fome
tinGure of their qualities behind them,
what advantages even of worldly intereft
would not refult to the proprietor, under
the inculcation of thofe religious and moral

precepts,
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precepts, which are calculated to wean the
heart from luxury and diffipation, and to
cherith thofe habits of frugality and in-
duftry, which are the fureft and the hap-
pieft means of wealth. In fhort, on what-
ever fide we view the fubjec, it is equally
obvious that every rational attempt for the
improvement of flaves, and the melioration
of the fyftem of flavery, is pregnant with
the moft eflential benefits.  An unprincipled
flavery, which has, in its own confequences,
hardened the hearts, and corrupted the un-
derftandings of its fupporters ;—which has
led to every thing that is irreligious, and to
every thing that is immoral,—has hitherto
been the fcourge and the curfe of our fugar
colonies. From every meafure tending to
its reformation, we might anticipate the
exertions of both publick and private vir-
tue; the reform of thofe abufes and defeéts
both in law and police, which now exift
in the colonies; and a fuccefsful ftruggle
againft thofe difficultics under which they
are at prefent labouring.
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In the mean time, it is incumbent upon
the mother country to confider how much
her Weft India colonies require a foftering
hand. That they form one of the fources
of her commerce, her wealth and her re-
venue is indifputable; and while they are
adverted to as an object of her taxation, re-
ftrition, and reform, they ought in equity
and found policy to be equally remembered
as an obje& of her favours and accommo-
dation. In particular, the mother country
ought to take the lead, and to affift the
fugar colonies in every facrifice which hu-
manity may require of them, for the melio-
ration of the treatment of flaves; otherwife
her regulations will be oppreflive, and the
principles of them difgraceful and fuf-
picious. Now, fuch are the fentiments
which at prefent prevail in the Weft Indies,
that there are but few proprictors, who
would not afford their flaves an ample allow-
ance of food; but there are no means of
procuring it upon any tolerable terms,
efpecially among the fmaller and lefs fer-
tile iflands : for no regular dependence can
be placed upon raifing a fufficient auxiliary

ftock
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ftock of ground provifions; and importa-
tions from the American ftates in Britith
bottoms, are both inadequate and too much
enhanced in price to hold forth any other
than a refource precarious in itfelf, and be-
yond meafure, expenfive. Is it not there-
fore worthy the confideration of govern-
ment, whether an importation confined to
the articles of Indian corn and peafe only,
from the American ftates in their own
bottoms, to the fugar colonies; and the ex-
portation by the fame bottoms of the rum
received in barter, be not a meafure which
ought to be adverted to at this juncture
for the accommodation of the planter, and
the eafier and more ample fuftenance of
flaves ? The injury which our own navi-
gation might receive from fo partial an en-
croachment upon a trade, in which a great
part of the feamen at prefent employed are
negro f{laves, would poffibly be more than
compenfated by the facility with which
we fhould obtain fupplies of American fea-
men in cafe of future emergencies, if a
fyftem of commerce, fomewhat more libe-
ral than the prefent, were eftablithed be-

tween
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tween the two countries. But further, if
upon a fair comparifon, the balance fhould
feem fomewhat againft us, furely political
fyftems are not fo delicate in their texture
as to admit of no facrifice to what is right,
and what is equitable ; and in this inftance
is it not incumbent upon the mother coun-
try to fubmit to oze, in order to manifeft
that humanity towards flaves, the obfervance
of which is fo ftrongly and properly de-
manded from their proprietors?

If, however, the fpirit of our navigation
-a&ts fhould be thought liable to danger, un-
der the fufferance of fuch a commerce as this,
there is yet another, though a lefs operative
and remedial plan, for the relief of the fu-
gar colonies ; which would require only a
partial facrifice of revenue, to the interefts
and claims of humanity ;—a facrifice too,
which would be amply counterbalanced, by
its caufing almofta monopoly to Great-Bri-
tain, of the fupplies of her Weft-India iflands.
It is well known that the article of rum forms
no inconfiderable part of the produce of a
fugar plantation. It is indeed upon this

article
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article that a great number ot fugar planters
depend, for the purchafe of provifions for
their flaves, as well as of other contingent
{upplies; but the procefs of making it being
tedious, uncertain and expenfive, it will not
in the Leeward-Iflands repay the planter for
labour and charges (although the ftrength of
the fpirit there is infcrior to that of Jamaica)
unlefs it yield him a neat price of 18d fter-
ling per gallon. At about this medium he
frequently delivers it to the merchant in the
colonies, in payment for fupplies he has
purchafed ; but as the merchant always re-
ceives it with relu¢tance, knowing that he
in general incurs a lofs of nearly 20 per cent.
upon it, before he can realize it in money,
he charges a proportionate price for the com-
modities he has fold to the planter. Indeed
it often happens, that the merchant refufes
to deal for it :—at all events, it Is an unde=
niable fad, that there is, at leaft, an average
difference of 20 per cent. between the price
of articles purchafed with money, or bills of
exchange, and thofe purchafed with rum;
which difference is againft the latter. Here
then is indifputably an heavy, additional ex-

penfe
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penfe of 20 per cent. to the planter, in pur-
chafing provifions for his flaves, and other
occafional fupplies, owing to the lofs which
muft ever be anticipated upon the article
which is paid to the merchant. But if the
duties upon this article in England were fo
far lowered, as to open a market for it, in
which, after all dedu@ions for freight, in-
furance, leakage, and other incidental charges,
it would promife to neat a price, equal to
what it bears in the Weft-Indics, the fugar
colonies would be proportionably relieved ;
the merchant would be glad to receive an
article, by which he could effe& his remit-
tances, and the neceflitous, or embarrafled
proprietor, whofe cuftom is often rejected
becaufe he has not the command of money,
or bills of exchange, and who thence is fre-
quently compelled to contract his flaves al~
lowance, forely againft his inclination,
would then be enabled to procure them food
upon equal and advantageous terms. Larger
quantities of provifions and ftores would be
imported into the colonies from the mother
country, when a new and obvious article of
remittance could be returned to pay for

them;
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them ; Britith navigation would be effential-
ly benefited and extended, in acquiring a
confiderable addition of freights, both out-
ward and homeward for our thipping; and
the grand objed of humanity towards flaves
would be greatly promoted, by the proprie-
tors being enabled to fupply them with food,
more eafily and plentifully, than he has the
means of doing at prefent,

A word alfo, with deference, to a wife
and upright adminifiration, upon a diftin&®
branch of this fubjet. An opinion feems
generally to have gone forth, that the wealth
of our Wett-India settlements is equal to the
toleration of any impofls; but it will be-
come thofc who prefide at the helm of pub-
lick affairs, to beware how they judge of
their prefent ftate through a falfe medium.
That ftate is not to be difcovered in the ele-
gant luxury, in which a very inferior num-
ber of proprietors, of confidcrable fortunes
and pofleflions, indulge themfilves in the
mother country; but in the diftrefles and
the difficulties, with which proprictors refi-
dent in the Weit-Indies, of fmall eitates,

and
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and mediocrity of circumftances, are obliged
to contend : and as itis in charatters of this
latter defcription, that the effence of colo-
nial perfcétion confifts, from their conftant
prefence in the colonies, and contribution to
their population and fecurity ;—fo in jouftice
and in policy, they ought to become the
objeés of cvery poflible encouragement from
the parent ftate. Every tax fhould be lighten-
ed, and every reftri¢tion relaxed, which bear
hard upon their intereft, and often combine
with accidental calamities, to force them af-
ter years of painful and fruitlefs exertion, to
furrender their properties into the hands of a
mortgagee, or to fcll them for half their
value, to fome rich and avaricious neighbour.
Hence they are frequently obliged, in the
evening of life, to go in queft of a new field
for their induflry, in more favoured colo-
nies, under foreign governments; to the di-
minution of the population and fafety of our
own, and to the lofs of the parcnt ftate.
Further, it is to the proprietors refident in
the Weft-Indies, who live among thcir
flaves, and are daily made fenfible of their
wants and neceflities, that we muft in a great

meafure,
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meature, look for the melioration of the
flave’s condition; and for the eftablithment
of that PATrR1arcHAL PrinNciPLE, which
would tend to counteradt and to leflen the
evil of {lavery itfelf, the exiftence of which
muft neverthelefs be regretted by every
philofophick and benevolent mind.

But leaving the difcuffion of flavery in
the abftra®, to men of more leifure and
ability, all that I here contend for is zbe
improvement of the flave’s condition, as be is
at prefent fituated in the colonies; and that,
upon the fulleft conviction that it is com-
paratively as praticable in execution, as
it is an indifpenfable duty, which we owe
both to God and mankind, to commence
the undertaking in earneft. To make him
a religious and moral being; and to con-
tribute to his eafe and comfort, are the
gradual and rational meafures to higher and
more important advantages; and as it is
but upon the effects of fuch meafures, that
our future expeations can be built, we
fhould not lofe fight of a tatk which calls
loudly for our immediate attention; to pur-

fue
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fue a diftant good, which fo much de-
pends upon the performance of it. * He,
whofe exertions in this caufe, have con-
tributed to bring his venerable hairs pre-
maturely to the grave, was fully fenfible
of this, as it appears by his writings upon
the f{ubjed, and confidered the emancipation
of the flaves in the fugar colonies, however
ardently to be wifhed for by every friend
to human nature, yet as an event only to
be looked forward to, at fome diftant period
of time, fubfequent to improvement and re-
formation. To him humanity owes much ;
much his friends, who had eftimated, and
who knew his worth. And moft cheerfully
do I now ftep forward, to dedicate this
little work to the memory of a man, whofe
general probity and purity of life and man-
ners, are written in too indelible charaéers,
to be fullied by that malignant cenfure,

which will now perhaps be filent and be
fatisfied.

* The Rev. James Ramfay.
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On Belief in God.

HAVE called you here together this

Chriftmas-day; becaufe, after giving you
what little I can afford to give, I think it
a very proper time to teach you what will
be of much more ufe to you, if you mind
what I fay to you. By this, I mean that
I am going to tell you what is good for
yourfelves to do, that you may be happy in
your way of life, as flaves, and look up to
God Almighty to blefs you, and lead you
to happinefs alfo in the next world, which
he will certainly do, if you try to behave

as you ought to do in this. B
ut
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But moft of you negroest hink very little
about God; and indeed fo long as nobody
takes the pains to let you know any thing
about him, you are not fo much to be blamed
for the bad things you do. I have thought
a great deal upon this matter; and as I be-
lieve that God will look to me as your
mafter, to try to make you good, to fear
him, and to love him, I will therefore
let you know of him, and of what is right,
all that I know myfelf. If after this, there
are any of you who will yet continue in
your bad ways, I have done my duty; and
God will no longer look to me concerning
you, I muft then punifh and correct you
for your badnefs; and what is much worfe,
and dreadful to be thought of, God Al-
mighty will alfo punith you for it, both
in this world, and when you go into ano-
ther, which you muft do after you die.

But perhaps you may fay, ¢“ How do
¢ we know that there is a God ?” To this
I anfwer that, if you think of it, you will
know it for the fame reafon that I do. When

I look
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I look about me, and fee fo much land and
fea, fo many men and women, horfes, cattle,
fowls, birds, fith, and every thing that we
can want:—When I fee the fun rife in
the morning, and after warming and giv-
ing light to one part of the world in
the day, go round every night to do the
fame to the other. When after that, I fee
all the ftars come out, and the moon, when
her turn comes round, to give us as much
light as we want in the night :—I know
that all thefe things could not come of
themfelves, and do what we fee them do
every day and every night; and therefore
I know that they are made, and kept in
order, and directed to move as they do, by
fome great Being who had power to make
them, and has equal power to order them
as he pleafes.

It is this great Being whom we call
Gop. It is He who has made, and who
orders all things. From what he has done,
we believe that he is able to do every
thing, and to look into every thing under

him;
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him; and that he does look into every thing,
even into your hcarts and mine, to fee if we
are doing bad or good. We believe him to be
all goodnefs in himnfelf, becaufe of the good-
nefs of every thing which he has made,
and of the happinefs which he makes us all
feel when we do good; and as he is all
goodnefs in himfelf, fo he loves nothing
but goodnefs in others; and as he knows
every thing that we do, even what we
think upon when we are fhut up in our
chambers in the darkeft night, fo he will
ufe us according as we deferve. If we [do
good, he will find a way to do good to us
by fome means or other; either by giving
us what good things we may want, or by
making us happy and pleafed in our-
felves : and befides that, if we live in fuch
a manner as pleafes him, doing as much
good as we can fo long as we live, and
wait with patience till it fhall pleafe him
that we thould die; after our deaths he will
carry us to a better world than this is,
where he will make us happy for ever. On
the other hand, if we do bad, and will not

leave
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leave off our badnefs and come good, he
will always find fome way or other to
punifh us in this life, by making us uneafy
in ourfelves, and by making every thing
that is bad to happen to us ; and after our
deaths, he will punith us flill worfe for
our wickednefs.

This is what we ought to believe of
God, and I hope you will all of you think
well of it, and from what I have now
told you, that you will kneel down at your
bed fides every night when you go to bed,
and every morning when you get up, and
pray to God to blefs you, and to make you
good, and to wafh all badnefs away from
your hearts.

I hope you will make a proper ufe of
what I have now faid to you, and at ano-
ther time I will tell you more. I have
only one thing further to fay to you at
prefent. This is Chriftmas time, why it
is called fo, I mean (with God’s blef-

fing) to tell you fome other time. All
I will



[ 84 ]

I will now fay about it is this; that as I
dare fay you all with to be merry and
happy, T wifh to fee you fo, and will do
every thing I can to make you fo. Butl
wifh to fee you behave in fuch a manner as
that you may be merry and happy, without
doing any harm to yourfelves or any body
elfe. Therefore remember, not to eat, or
drink more than will do you good, as that
will only make you fick, and uneafy to
yourfelves ; and by all means to take care to
keep from drunkennefs, as that will not only
make you fick, but will alfo lead you into
quarrels and difputes, which will oblige me
to punith you, which I fhall, at all times,
be forry for, but particularly at this time.

DISCOURSE 1II
The Subjeét of a Belief in God continued.

I HOPE you have all thought well
upon what I told you at Chriftmas, of the
great power and goodnefs of God, and how

he
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he fees every thing that we do; and that
you have fince prayed to him, and tried to
pleafe him by being good. I promifed at
that time to tell you more of him, and of
what is right, which promife I am now
going to keep; therefore I beg you will
liften and mind what I have to fay to you.

No perfons can be good till they have
brought themfelves to believe in God, who
is the Father of all goodnefs ; and no per-
fons can believe properly in him, without
they think often of the great things he
has done, and is continually doing. It
was for this reafon that I firft told you of
the world, and all that is in it; of the fun,
the moon, and the ftars, and how they al-
ways keep in the fame order, and move in
the fame manner : all which you can fee
as well as myfelf, and if you ufe yourfelves
to think upon them as you ought to do,
you will then have full reafon to believe
what I have already told you, that they
are made by God, and kept in order by
him. But I will tell you fomething more

of thefe things, to fhew you more of the
F 3 great
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great power of God, that you may the
better believe in him ; after which, I thall
try to thew you what good actions will
be pleafing to him, and make yourfelves

happy.

All the people in the world, who have
thought as they ought to do upon what
they fee and know, and particularly upon
the order of the fun, moon, and ftars,
which continually go about giving light
to the world and warming it, have faid and
believed that thefe things muft have been
made and dire&ted by a great God, who is
all Power, and Wifdom, and Goodnefs; but
a long time pafled before the fhape and
bignefs of this world was found out, and
of the fun, the moon, and the ftars; yet
fome very wife men, by thinking a great
deal upon them, were fuffered by God Al-
mighty to find them out at laft, and per-
haps brought into the world for that pur-
pofe, that men might know his great
power and goodnefs, and have no excufe
for being wicked. Thefe wife men have

found
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found out that this world is a great round
globe, hanging in the air, and is near
eight thoufand miles through; that the
fun, which is commonly looked upon as
a ball of light or fire, of no very great
fize, is more than ninety times as big as
this whole world. They have alfo found
out, that all the ftars which we fee, and
which many look upon as nothing more
than as fo many fparks of fire or light,
are fo many worlds, and funs and moons,
fuch as our world, our fun, and moon;
and it is very likely that there are cer-
tain creatures, whom God hath made to
live in thofe worlds, as he hath made our-
felves and what we fee, to live in this. I
do not mention thefe things to you that
you may trouble yourfelves to think how
God hath been able to make them;
for that none of us can tell, and in-
deed have nothing to do with. It is
enough that we know that thefe things
are fo, that we may wonder at his great
power, wifdom, and goodnefs, and believe
the more in him, and what hc can do; and
I have told you of them for this purpofe;

in
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in hopes that if I can once bring you to be-

lieve properly in God as you ought to do,
you will try to do what pleafes him.

We muft come now to think particular-
ly of whbat pleafes him. And firft we may
plainly fee, from the wondrous works of
his hands, from his great power in making
them—his wifdom in ordering them and
dire&ing them—and his goodnefs in pre-
ferving and keeping them, fo that the crea-
tures he hath made may conftantly have the
ufe of them :—that he can love nothing but
what is good, and muft hate all manner of
wickednefs ; and, according to what I have
before told you, as from the great power he
has already fhewn, we may be fure he is
able to look into every thing, fo we may
be fure he will reward or punith us as we
deferve: for though he is merciful and
good, yet he will do juftice too, or elfe there
would be no difference between the people
who are good, and thofe who are bad, if
the good were not to be his favourites, and
the bad were fuﬁ'crcd to go without pu-

| nithment.
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nithment. It therefore is the duty of us
all to try to know all manner of goodnefs,
and to follow it; and to hate all manner of

wickednefs, and to keep ourfelves from do-
ing it.

Now, to believe in God, which I have
told you to do, is the beginning of all good=
nefs ;—without this no perfon can be good;
becaufe their goodnefs will have nothing
to depend upon, and nothing to look for-
ward to, to blefs and reward it; and fo are
we made that, if we did not think our
goodnefs would bring fome good to our-
felves, even the beft among us would be
too apt to do juft what he liked, whether
it was right or not: whereas, in looking up
to God, who is the Father of all goodnefs,
and who will be as a kind father to us all
if we truft in him, and try to pleafe him,
the beginning of our goodnefs is fixed as it
were upon a rock, and cannot be fhaken.
We know that he is able, and loves, to do
good to us, if we try to pleafe him; and
as he is the Father and Maker of us all, fo

the
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the firft good thing we can do to pleafe
him is to fear him, to love him, and to place
our dependance upon him above all things,
becaufe he has a right to it. The firft
thing therefore that we ought to think
upon, in order to be good, is to pray to
God to make us fo; for all goodnefs pro~
ceeds from him. Let me therefore once
more tell you not to forget to pray to him,
with a good heart, every morning and even-
ing for this purpofe, and to try to keep

from doing any thing which you know
to be bad.

DISCOURSE Il

On doing to others as we wifb them to do te
ourfelves.

AS the firft ftep to goodnefs, you will
remember how I have told you to believe
in God, to fear him, to love him, to depend
upon him, and to pray to him to make you

goad,
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good. But this is not all; for though be-
lieving in God, and praying to him, are
the beginning of what gcodnefs is in us, yet
we are not to think that to believe in him,
and to pray to him, without trying our-
felves to do any other good thing, will
either bring his bleffing upon us, or make
us good. No: God will look for fomething
elfe befides thefe, from them who wifh for
his favour and care. He will expe that
we will not only pray to him, but will
alfo do every thing elfe that is right, fo far
as we know and have learnt it. I will
therefore now go on to tell you how to be
good in all that you have to do with every
perfon whatfoever. This is a very great
matter to be thought of ; and therefore I
beg you will mind what I have to fay to
you upon it. Indeed you muft plainly fee
as well as myfelf, that none of us can be
truly good, without we fhew that goodnefs
towards our fellow creatures, with whom
God Almighty has placed us to live in this
world,

Now,
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Now, as to what this goodnefs is, there
is no difference between the mafter and the
flave in this refpe. There is indeed a dif-
ference in our ftations of life; but the fame
God made us both; and I truly believe made
us both alike able to become good and happy.
Now, the way to goodnefs and happinefs
is juft the fame for you as for me; and it is
very eafily found out, if you will but think
at all upon it. Joined to that other part
of your duty to God, which I have already
told you of, it is only this: ¢ To do to
every body as you would with every body
to do unto you*,” if you try to follow thefe
few plain words, God will blefs you. You
will do as much good as you can, and as
little harm as poffible; becaufe you know
that you with every body to do good to
you, and not to do you harm. Suppofe for
inftance, you fhould not be honeft, and
from any bad ways you have got, fhould

* Though the author thought it incumbent on him to
begin early to imprefs upon the minds of his hearers the
grand comprehenfive rule of the Meffiah’s morality, he
thought it too early to treat of the facred fource from
whence it proceeded.

think
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think of thieving, and taking away any
thing that did not belong to you; only
afk yourfelves, how you would like any
body to come and fteal any thing of yours.
Your confcience immediately tells you,
“ Not at all;” why then you muft know
that it is wrong to do fo; and if you do
it, you may be affured that God will pu-
nith you for it one way or other. Suppofe
again, frem any badnefs in your heart, you
fhould be going to tell lies upon any body,
by which you may get them punithed un-
juftly, or hurt in fome other manner;
only atk yourfelves how you would like to
be ferved fo, and your confcience will tell
it is a very bad thing, and that you ought
not to do it. Suppofe again that any poor
perfon—we will fay a poor negro—(who
was hungry and dry, and had nothing to
buy him any vituals) was to come to you,
and you could afford to give him fomething,
but would not do it out of covetoufnefs;
only afk yourfelves how cruel you would
think it in any fellow fervant or flave to
deny you a morfel of victuals, or a trifle to

buy
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buy it with; and your confcience will tell
you that you ought to open your heart to
the poor, and them that are in want, as
far as you can afford to do it. This indeed
is a part of what we call charity, and is
what we muft always think ourfelves bound
to do, as much as lies in our power; for
God is pleafed to fee us charitable, and will
forgive a number of our faults for it.

But to go on with what I am telling you
about: Of doing to every body as you
would with them to do unto you. When-
ever you are going to do any thing that you
think there can be any harm in, always afk
yourfelves how you would like to be ferved
fo by any other perfon. And if it would
not pleafe you to have it done to you, you
muft be fure and not do it to others: for
this reafon, though any perfon fhould be
bad to you, fhould fteal from you, or tell
any lies on you, or do you any cther bad
thing, yet you are not to do any badnefs to
them in return; for fuppoling you had

wronged
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wronged any body yourfelf, yet you would
not like to be wronged again, though you
would deferve it. All you ought to do is
to try and forgive them as much as you can,
(in hopes that God will forgive you for your
faults) and keep away from them as much
as poflible, and have nothing to do with
them.

I will fuppofe yet another thing. I will
fuppofe that you may have a bad mafter,
who treats you ill, who does not feed you,
clothe you, or take care of you; which
however I hope is not your cafe at prefent;
yet if you would with to pleafe God,
you ought to bear all this patiently. You
ought not to difobey his orders, to fteal
from him, to tell him lies, to run away
from him, or to do any other bad thing to-
wards him; but you ought rather to try to
turn his heart to you, and to make him
love you, by doing all you can for him. For
fuppofe any one of you was a mafter and had
a flave, and was a bad mafter to that flave,

yet
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yet you would not like that flave to be bad
to you: and as I have already told you fo, to
do good, and to pleafe God, and to make
him blefs us, we are to do to others as
we wifb them to do us—not as they may do
to us, If then a flave is not to behave
badly to a bad mafter, I hardly need to tell
you your duty to a good one. If you have
a mafter who feeds you, who clothes you,
who takes care of you when you are fick,
and endeavours to make you good and hap-
Py, you muft know that you will be doubly
bad, if you are not honeft and true to him;
if you do not mind his bufinefs, and if
you ever run away from him. However
do not think I tell you this for any good
that you are to do to myfelf, any farther
than as it will be good for you to do fo to
any mafter. No: I have but one end in
all thefe things that I tell you; that is to
lead you to goodnefs, that God may look
upon you in his mercy and make you

happy.

Remember then what I have told you,
and do not let it go out of your minds.
Believe



[ 97 1

Believe in God and pray to him to blefs
you and to make you good. Be honeft in
all your dealings. Tell nothing but the
truth, and make no ftories againft any body.
Give what you can afford to your poor fel-
low-creature, who may be in want. Do
good even to thofe who may do bad to you;
always keeping thefe few plain words in
your hearts, that, if we would be good, and
pleae God, we muft not only believe in
him, fear him, love him and pray to him;
but muft alfo ¢ Do to others as we wifh
¢¢ them to do to ourfelves.”

DISCOURSE 1IV.

Of a Life to come, and various Branches of
Duty.

I HAVE already told you a great many
good things, which you muft do, if you
with to be happy, and to pleafe God, and

mzle
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tmake him blefs you. I hope you will keep
them in your minds, and try to do what you
have been told, as much as lies in your
power; becaufe if you will not do good,
now you are told it, you may be aflured,
God will punifh you; and when God becomes
the punither, he punithes worfe than I am
able to tell you: and therefore you ought
always to be greatly afraid how you do any
thing to make him angry with you; for
God will not punifh you as a man punifhes
you. When you do any badnefs, and your
mafter punithes you, it is foon over; and
many of you are too apt to forget itina
few days afterwards. But God punifhes
bad people, one way or other, as long as
they live; and if they do not leave off their
badnefs * and come good, will punifh
them worfe than they can think of after
they dic.  You may perhaps indeed wonder
how ‘God is to punith you after you die;

* The author has ufed the word badnefs, the phrafe
comz goody and feveral others, as being moft agreeable to
the dialect of hus auditors, and confequently moft intelli-
gibls 0 them,

i

for
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for I am afraid many of you think that
when you die every thing is at end with
you; but if you do, you think what is
very wrong, and what may lead you to a great
deal of harm and wickednefs. It is true,
your body muft die and crumble into duft,
when it pleafes God to call you from this
world. But then your foul, which makes
your body to move, and do as it does while
you are alive, muft go into another world
and live for ever. Now, one’s foul is
what we call one’s felf ; and only think
how fad a thing it will be to us, when
God calls us into ancther world, if we
fhould go before him ftained and fpot-
ted with all manner of wickednefs ;—before
him, who being all goodnefs himfclf, can
love nothing but goodnefs ; and who hating
every thing that is wicked, will put forth
his dreadful anger and punifh it. On the
other hand, think how happy we (hall be
if we have done all thofc good things that
will pleafe him in this world, and can go
before him with fouls full of that goodnefs

which he loves, to receive his blefling and
be



[ 1c0 ]

be made happy for ever. And never for-
get that God takes notice of every thing
we do, whether good or bad. His great
power, by which he made the world, the
fun, the moon, the ftars, and every thing
I have told you of, makes him able to look
into every thing he has made. There is
nothing can be hid from him; and though
you may impofe upon men by telling what
is falfe to them, yet God fees it and will
punifh it. It is of no ufe to go into the
darkeft corner that ever was, where we
think nobody can fee, to do any thing that
is wicked ; for the eye of God is upon us
every where alike: and it is the greateft
happinefs to them that are good that it is
fo; for God takes notice of all the good-
nefs they do, and will blefs them for it, as
furely as he will punifh bad people for their
wickednefs.

Now I have already told you, as well as

I can, how to be good. Firft, to pray to
God to make you fo, and then to try todo
all other good things which I have told you
of ; but when you pray to God, mind how
you



[ 101 ]

you do it; do not think that faying a few
words in a hurry, without thinking of what
you are about, will be pleafing to him. No:
You muft think well of what you are do-
ing when you pray to God. You mutt try
to put all other thoughts out of your head,
and give yourfelf up at that time to God
alone. You muft then kneel down to him
and pray to him flowly and ferioufly to look
upon you in his mercy, to forgive you for
the faults you have done, to wath away all
badnefs from your hearts, and to blefs
you and make you good; and in the fame
manner you muft thank him for all the
good he hath done to you. You muft not
atk him for every thing you may with for,
but afk him to make you good; for he only
knows what is beft for you to have; and
whether he gives, or takes away, we muft
be fatisfied that it is for our good, and wait
with patience upon his will.

There is yet another thing that I have
to tell you. God did not make men
and women to mix together in the fame

manner
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manner as cattle, and other creatures; but
to live decently with one another, and if
they have children, to take care of them
between them ; therefore you may fee from
this, that for any man to have more than
one woman, or any woman to have more
than one man, is a wicked thing, and is
not pleafing to God ; and if a man and wo-
man live together, it is their duty to be
conftant to each other, and not to go to
other people; for if they do, it is a wicked
thing, which God will furely take notice
of. This is what I have to fay upon this
matter to you that are grown up. As for
you who are fo young that you ought not
to have any thing to do with thefe mat-
ters; it is your duty to keep yourfelves
from them until you grow up to be
men and women ; and therefore I fhall
not only punith you, but what is a terrible
thing to be thought of, God will punifh
you if you fuffer any perfon to entice you
with money, or in any other manner, to
ufe any freedoms with you. IfI find you
in any badnefs of this kind, I certainly fhall

not



[ 103 ]

not fuffer you to live in my family, but
thall fend you away fomewhere or other ;
whereas, if you behave as you ought to do,
modeftly and decently, and have nothing
to do with any wickednefs of this fort, I
fhall take care, as far as lics in my power,
that you fhall be properly provided for ac-
cording to your ages and ftations. I tell
you this in time, that you may not get into
wickednefs, and be miferable all your lives
afterwards. It is an eafy thing for every
body to keep out of wickednefs, if they will
not liften to it at firft; oreven if they have
done any thing wrong, to take care and
leave it off before they go too far :—for God
will forgive them who are forry for the
wickednefs they have done, if they leave it
off, and live as they ought to do afterwards.
But we are not to try God’s mercy and good-
nefs fo far as to do bad things, becaufe we
hope that he will forgive us; for this is
like impofing upon his goodnefs, and mak-
ing ufe of it to make us wicked, inftead c*
making us better, which we muft eafily
fee that God will not fuffer; therefore,

when
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when people are told what is good and
pleafes God, they muft know that it is their
duty to try to become better and better,
and to keep away from wickednefs inftead
of doing it; and if for want of knowing,
or thinking as they ought, they fhould do
any thing wrong; if they are truly forry
for it, and take care not to do it again, they
may then hope for God’s forgivenefs.

DISCOURSE V.
Catechetical, with a fhort Form of Prayer,

I HAVE already told you, in as thort
and plain a way as I can, what is good and
right for you to do, that you may live con-
tented in this world, and expe@ to be
happy in the next. I hope you all un-
derftand what I have faid to you; and that
fince I have been telling you about what is
good and right, you have been trying to

follow
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follow it, and to do as I have defired you
for your own good and happinefs: for if
you know thefe things, and will not do
them, remember, God will no longer look
to me concerning you (for I have done my
part in telling you what is good and right)
but he will look to yourfelves for your
wicked doings, and will ‘bring his dread-
ful anger upon you to punith you worfe
than I can fpeak of, ata time when per-
haps you little think of it. I however
fhall not leave off with you here; but as
Sunday is a day which ought to be particu-
larly fet apart to think of thefe things, as
often as I can on that day, I fhall put you
in mind of your duty to God, to every body,
and to yourfelves. But firft, as it is pro-
per that I thould know if you underftand
what I have alrcady told you, and if it has
been of any ufe to lcad you to goodnefs ;
I am going to afk you a few queftions,
which you are to anfwer as well as you
can, according to what you think of them:
after which I will teach you how to anfwer
them.

1. Do
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1. Do you believe in God?

Anfuwer.*  Yes,
2d. Why do you believe in God?

Anfwer. Becaufe, when we look round
us, and fee every thing that is made, the
fun, the moon, and ftars, always going in
the fame order; and every thing that lives
and grows in this world that we live in;
and when we think upon ourfelves and
what we do, we are fure all thefe things
could not come out of nothing; and there-
fore we know that they muft have been
made by fome great being who had power
to do it, and to order them as he pleafed.

3d. Why do we believe God is able to
do every thing?

Anfwer. From what we fee he has done
already, and is always doing, keeping every
thing in order, and making it always an-

* The anfwers here publithed were written by the au-
thor, in order to affift his hearers in fixing and exprefling
their ideas ; for though their minds began to be fulceptible
of religious impreflions, their notions, as muft naturally be
expe&ted, were yet confufed ; nor could they eafily give an
account of them,

{wer
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fwer the fame end—witnefs the fun, the
moon, and the ftars.

4th. Why do we believe God to be all

goodnefs.

Anfwer. Becaufe of that order in which
he keeps every thing for the ufe of the
creatures he has made, and becaufe of that
happinefs which he makes us all feel when
we do good, and that fear, and uneafinefs,
which he makes us feel when we do any
thing wicked.

sth. Do you pray to God ?
Anfwer.  Ycs.

6ths What do you pray to God for ?
Anfwer. To make us good.

To help you in praying to God, I will
now try to teach you a thort prayer, which
I think will beft {uit you at prefent. You
will fay it aloud after me; and I beg you
will try to remember it, {0 as to fay it every
night when you go to bed, and every morn-
ing when you get up; faying it upon your
knees, and thinking well of what you are
doing.

THE
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THE PRAYER.

¢ Great and good God, Father and
¢¢ Maker of all things, look upon us in
¢ thy mercy and goodnefs. Forgive us
¢¢ our wickednefs. Wath away all badnefs
¢ from our hearts, that we may be wicked
¢ no more. Help us to do the good things
¢ that are told us. Hear our prayers, and
¢¢ accept our thanks, for all thy mercy and
¢¢ goodnefs to us.”

DISCOURSE VIIL

On the Gorrettion of a Slave, who bad be-

baved ill, introduced with fome Religious
Remarks.

YOU will remember that I firft began .
to read to you at Chriftmas, thinking #baz
a proper time and a proper occafion to try
to open your hearts to that goodnefs, without
which no perfons can pleafe God, or de-

| ferve
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ferve his care of them. And firft, as all
goodnefs comes from God alone, who may
be faid to be the Father of it; and as no
perfon can be good without believing truly
in him, I therefore told you as much as I
thought you were fit to hear concerning him,
and the great things he hath made and kept
in order. To believe as you ought to do
in thofe things which I then told you, you
need only look about you, and afterwards
think upon every thing you have feen. The
more you do this, the more you will have
reafon to believe that what I have faid to you
about thefe things was true and right: for
were it not that every thing that we fee be-
comes fo common to us, that we do not
mind it as we ought, there is not a buth
or tree that grows but is fufficient to
make us believe in God. Can we then
fail to believe in him when we fee that
mighty globe of light the fun, which as I
have told you before is ninety times as big
as this whole world, though it appears fo
{mall to us, becaufe it is fo far from us; when
we fee it, I fay, rifing in the fame place

every
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every morning, and fetting every evening;
where it has done, from the beginning of
the world ; or can we fail to believe in him,
when, in thefe delightful moon-light nights,
we turn our eyes up to heaven, and fee the
moon, and the ftars without number, beau=
tifully fhining, and giving us a light more
pleafant than day itfelf ? The moon, which
is nearly as large as this world, and the ftars
many of which are a great deal larger,
though they feem fo fmall from their dif-
tance from us? Thefe and numberlefs other
things equally wonderful and furprifing,
muft, at the firft fight, convince us, that
there is a God greater in his power, in his
wifdom, and .oodnefs, than we poor mor-
tals can poflibly think of. But when we
go farther and think of the wonderful order
in which they all are kept, always doing
the fame things at the fame times and fea-
fons, is it poffible that we fhould do other-
wife than believe in him, praife him, and
fear him?

I thould
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I thould not have told you of thefe things
in particular fo often, but that the firft thing
to make you good and happy is, that you
fhould believe in God, fear him and love him
truly. After what I have fo many times
told you, I hope you by this time believe in
him as you ought, and that you will go on
to thew your fear and love of him, by pray-
ing to him with a true heart, by doing to
every body as you wifh they fhould do to
you; by being faithful, diligent and honeft
in your matfter’s fervice; by conftancy to
each other among the old, and by the young
keeping from wickednefs : all which I have
before told you of, and will again repeat to
you as I find occafion ; for it is by minding
thefe things, and doing them, that you will
beft thew your fear and love of God, who
will then look upon you in his mercy, and
make you good and happy. This I hope,
and am willing to think, that moft of you
are fenfible of, and will behave yourfelves
accordingly ; and indeed fo much did I ex-
pe& that you would all have minded what I
have faid to you for your own good and hap-

pinefs,
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pinefs, that I pleafed myfelf with the
thought, that I fhould not be obliged any
more to make ufe of punitfhment among
you, But I am forry to fay that there
ftands One, who, though he knows as
well as any of you, what is good, having
been told it in the fame manner with your-
felves, and being able to underftand it, yet
will not leaveoff his badnefs, without punith-
ment, which I never wifh to ufe, if I can
avoid it. You know that he went away
from the yard fometime ago, and ftaid out a
whole night, leaving every thing expofed to
be picked up by thievith negroes. You know
that I forgave him for it, upon a promife of
better behaviour, and not going out again
without mine, or his miftrefs’s leave. You
fee now how he has kept this promife. He
went away on Iriday night, and ftaid out
till this morning, when he was brought
home; having had the affurance to afk fome-
body to beg for him, though I have fo often
forgiven him, that he muft know I can do it
no longer, for his own fake as well as for

mine.
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mine. You know how much I am in want
of a negro to attend about the kitchen; and
in particular, how great a fault it is, for a
negro to leave his mafter’s yard at night,
when his mafter fuppofes that he is there,
and when he may be wanted for many
things. You muft remember too, what
I have told you of the duty of flaves to
their mafters, how they ought to be honetft,
induftrious, and fober, and never to run
away or abfent themfelves. You know alfo
that if he had afked cither me or his mif-
trefs, for leave to go, we fhould never
have any objection to give him two or three
hours, whenever he could be fpared. Againft
this all he has to fay is, that he was obliged
to go out to look for vituals, though
he has the {fame weekly allowance paid him
as yourfelves, with a part of what can be
fpared from the table; and I have offered
him a piece of ground, and time to plant it,
for his own ufe, and though allowing that he
wanted to go, he knows that it was his duty
to afk. I mention thefe things to you, be-
caufe I would not have you think, that while

T am
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I am trying to lead you to goodnefs and hap-
pinefs, I punith any of you out of anger or
paffion, or for any other reafon but to do
juftice, and to preferve that order as your
mafter, which it is neceflary that I fhould
keep up, as well for your own good as my
own. For in refpe& to that man, you
know it is a long time ago fince I have
punithed him, and how often I have forgiven
him ; and if I were to let him go on any
longer, I fhould be obliged to fell him to
fomebody off the ifland (for nobody would
buy him here) and then he would fee his
wife and children no more, and would be
abandoned to all manner of wickednefs; for
few would take the pains to tell him what
is good, as I have done; and when he was
thus given up to wickednefs, after being
told what is good, it is to be feared that
God Almighty would punifh him, and make
him miferable for ever. You fee therefore
how neceflary it is that he thould be punifh-
ed; butto thew you all that I do not punifh
him out of anger, but only for the reafon I
have mentioned, I now leave him to be tried

by
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by yourfelves, and you are to tell me freely
what punithment you think he deferves. I
muft however remind you, that a negro who
abfents himfelf, or runs away, is guilty of a
fault againft his fellow flaves, as well as
againft his mafter ; becaufe he obliges them
to do his work while he is away, as well as
their own ; but this you are to confider or
not, as you like.*

It

* The negro here alluded to had been a notorious ma-
trauder and runaway, and the property of different mafters
before he came into the author’s hands. With fome bad
quelities, he had alfo fome good ones : he was kind heart-
ed and obliging, acute, and capable of diftin&ion. He
made one obfervation in particular, which the author thinks
it neceflary to take notice of, becaufe it confirms the opi-
nion, that it is but of little purpofe to inftru& negroes in
the forms of religion, without taking pains to explain to
them the principles of it. This poor fellow (alluding to
the author’s difcourfes) remarked, that ¢¢ he could now
¢ plainly fee, that his mafter was doing good for his ne-
¢¢ groes ; for,” faid he, “I once belonged to a mafter
¢ who taught me to fay my prayers, but they were of no
« ufe to me, becaufe he never told me the meaning of
¢« them. Now I know why I ought to pray to God and
¢ be good.” For his prefent delinquency he was fairly
tried by his peers, who fentenced him to a mild and mode-
rate punifhment. He reformed confiderably from the

Ho time



[ 116 ]

It is not pleafing to me to be obliged to
fay fo much upon this matter ; but you will
find it is neceffary for all your good that I
thould do fo. I fhall now clofe with telling
you, that when punifhment is fo neceflary
to any of your fellow flaves, you fhould add
to it by thaming them, and taking no other
notice of them, until they fhall them-
felves be truly forry for their faults, and
mend their behaviour.

time when the author firft began to inftru& him, but his
conflitution being broken and impaired, he died about fif-
teen months afterwards.

Among domeftick flaves, who, in general, are in a flate
of higher improvement than thofe upon a plantation, this
mode of trying a delinquent. by his peers, may be eafily
adopted : and it is commendable, becaufe it teiches the
flave a moral diftintion, in the example which the mafter
fets of equity and moderation towards him. Upon planta-
tions indeed it will not be altogether fo pradticable, until
fome reform has been effeted ; but in the mean time, it is
entirely in the mafter’s power to proportion punifhments
to offences, upon the principles of juftice and humanity, fo
far as flavery will admit of them ; to make thofe punith-
ments known to his flaves ; to keep ',yvithin the bounds of
them himfelf, and not to fuffer them to be inflicted, witha
out due proof of the fadt,

DISCOURSE
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DISCOURSE VIL

On the Neceffity of being Induftrious and
obliging.

THERE is a notion which I fear is too
apt to prevail among fome of you, upon
your mafter’s taking pains to read to you,
and to teach you what will make you good
and happy ; which s, that you often think of
it oply in hopes that it may be the means of
your taking mors plezfire, and doing lefs
work than before. Now, if any of you
think of the good advice I have given you,
no further than this, you not only deceive
yourfelves, but you do me wrong, and like-
wife behave ill towards God, 1n making a
bad ufe of the gooa thingsthat are told you.
To put a ftop therefore to any bad thoughts
of this kind, and to fct you 2ll right in this
matter, I mul point out to you the neceflity
of being induftrious, as a part of your duty
to God, to yourfeives, and to your mafter,

When
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When God Almighty made men and wo-
men to live in this world, he made them all
to work, and to be employed in fome way
or other ; that fo they might become ufeful
to one another, and by doing their duty in
their ftations in this world, they might de-
ferve greater happinefs in another. To
prove that this is true, we need only look
upon thofe people who are idle and lazy;
and we fhall find, that their idlenefs and
Jazinefs are punithed by God Almighty, in
being the caufe of making them both wicked
and unhappy; for when people are idle,
their hearts are too often open to all manner
of wickednefs, and wherever wickednefs
comes in, trouble is fure to follow it. Be-
fides, lazy people are a plague to themfelves,
and of no ufe to thejr fellow creatures ; and
therefore, as they do not anfwer the purpofe
that God has made them for, fo God can-
not love them; whereas, they who are
induftrious, will foon find a pleafure in do-
ing their duty, and in doing it, they will
pleafe God, who will blefs them for it.
Nat that I mean by this, that people are to

be
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be always at work, for that would be
unreafonable, and what no perfon would
be able to bear, There muft therefore
be fome time allowed for reft, fome
for fleep, fome for meal times, and fome,
when it can be fpared, to take a little
innocent pleafure in moderation ; and above
all, there fhould be fome time fet apart of
every day, to think how we have behaved
ourfelves, and to pray to God, to forgive
us if we have done any thing wrong, and
to lead and ftrengthen us in goodnefs. All
this time is what God Almighty intended
that people fhould have to themfelves; and
befides this, he fet apart Sunday as a day of
reft, but not to be pafled in quarrelling,
drunkennefs, or any manner of wickednefs ;
but to be paffed in goodnefs, in lifting up our
hearts in prayer unto him, in thanking him
for his great mercies, and in being inno-
cently cheerful and happy; doing no more
work on that day than what we cannot
help, in order to affift ourfelves or others.
At other times, it is plain that he meant
people thould work and do their duty, whe-

ther
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ther mafters or fervants; and that they thould
do it cheerfully and willingly, with a good
heart, and without grumbling or ill tem-
per; and that fervants, when they fee any
thing that they know ought and fhould be
done, fhould do it, without waiting for
their mafter’s or miftrefs’s orders; and
fhould be as careful, as faithful, and as
diligent in every thing that belongs or con-
cerns their mafler or miftrefs, as they would
be of what belongs to, or concerns them-
felves.

There is another thing that I have to
tell you : that is, never to give hufhifh, or
fhort anf{wers, or put on four looks to
your mafter and miftrefs. This is what
you fhould not do to any body, much lefs
to your mafter or miftrefs, who you muft
know cannot put up with thefe things,
without putting an end to that proper order
which muft be kept up among you. Be-
fides, this fulky and rude way of behaviour
mutft turn out againft yourfelves in the end;
for though your mafter and miftrefs thould

be
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be angry with you, (whether they have rea-
fon to be fo or not,) ftill you muft know
that any fhort or rude an{wers from you
will only ferve to make them ftill more
angry; whereas, if you give them a civil
and proper anfwer, with that fubmiffion
and foftnefs which becomes a fervant, their
anger will begin to cool, they will confider
and think properly upon the matter ; and
fhould you be even deferving of punifth-
ment, you certainly will receive lefs than
if after doing any thing wrong, you had
made it worfe by giving faucy anfiwers,
and provoking your mafter or miftrefs.
Therefore let me advifc you for your
own fakes, to be civil and good tempcred ;
and if your mafter or miftrefs thould de-
fire any thing of you which you may
think a hardfhip, not to fulk or grumble
upon it, but to fpeak to them civilly,
and as you ought to do, ahout it. Fur-
ther, if you want any thing at any time,
which your mafter or miftrefs can give you,
or do for you, never get another perfon
to afk for it for you, but always apply

for
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for it yourfelves; for a good mafter or
miftrefs will never like their negroes to be
athamed or afraid to aftk them any thing
that is reafonable and right, and will be
much better pleafed to give any thing at
the defire of the perfon who wants it, than
if they fend another perfon to afk for it for
them.

I do not tell you thefe things for any
good that is to come to me from your doing
as you ought to do, becaufe you well know
that if you do not behave well, after being
fo often told what is right, it is neceffary
that I fhould make you do fo, by proper
corre&tion, however it may be againft my
with and inclination to give it. I tell them
to you becaufe, working as I am for your
good, and taking up my time and my
thoughts in writing and reading to make
you good and happy, I thould be very forry
for your fakes, if my good advice were
thrown away upon you, and you were no
better after it than thofe poor negroes whe
have nobody to inftru@ them about God

Almighty,
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Almighty, and the goodnefs which we muft
doto pleafe him and to be happy. And indeed
you muft now be able to fee yourfelves how
juft and reafonable it is, that the more you
are told, and the inore you know, the more
goodnefs God will expe& of you. It is
therefore your duty to try to become better
and better in every refpe@, and to behave
in a very different manner to what thofe
negroes do who have nobody to teach them.
As well as being conftant in your prayers
to God Almighty, and in endeavouring to
do thofe other good things which I have
told you, you thould alfo be more induf-
trious in your own affairs, and the fame in
mine, watching over your mafter’s intereft
honeftly and carefully. Your becoming
better and better from all thefe things that
I have told you, will prove to me that my
advice is pot thrown away upon you; and I
fhall always be happy in every thing that I
¢an do to make you good and happy, provided
you fhew yourfelves fenfible of it, by im-
proving yourfelves, and going on to behave
the better for it.  Further it is yourduty

who



[ 124 ]

who have children, to teach all thefe things
to your children; and to keep a firi& hand
over them, while they are yet young, und
bring them up 1n the fear and love of God,
and the conftant ufe of prayer unto him;
and to keep them out of all wickednefs.

DISCOURSEFE VIIIL

Recapitulatory, and againft Swearing and
Lying.

FROM what I told you laft Sunday, I
hope you now tisi:k as you ought to do of
the good work 1 am doing for you, in
teaching you your duty towards God, to-
wards every body, and yourfelves; that is,
that inftead of fuffering yourfelves t- *ook
upon the pains 1 am taking for you only
as it may lead to your taking more plea-
fure, or being more able to indulge an in-
clination to be idle; inftead of this I fay,

I hope
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I hope you think it is your duty to be more
induftrious and careful both in your own
bufinefs and in mine; and in this, and in
every other good thing, to improve your-
felves, and fhew how much better you can
and will be, from being taught what is
good, than thofe poor flaves who have no-
body to teach them, and who have fome
excufe for their badnefs, becaufe often when
they do wrong, they do it for want of
knowing or thinking better. Now, it is
your duty to remember that if you do wrong,
you do it with your eyes open; you are
told what is good for you to do, and you
fee it; and therefore what is good will be
expected from you; not by me alone, who
being but a human creature like yourfelves,
am liable to be deceived and impofed upon,
but by the great God of all things, who
feeth and fearcheth all our hearts, and who
knows even what we intend or think of, as
well as what we do. It is He that will
expect that goodnefs from you which I
told you; and that will punifh you if you
are wicked after being told what is good.
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It will make me happy therefore, for
your own fakes, to find that you make a
proper ufe of all that you have heard, which
will be beft proved to me by an alteration
in your manners and behaviour, and by
your becoming fo much better than thofe
flaves who are yet left in the dark as to what
is good, fo as that you may be quite a dif-
ferent kind of people. I hope foon to fee
this happy change among you, and that,
being fenfible of your duty to God, toevery
body, and yourfelves, you try to do that
duty, as much as lies in your power, ac-
cording to thofe plain and eafy rules which
I have often told you of, and which as you
cannot b: too often put in mind of, I fhall
again repeat to you. They are,

ift. To believe in God, to fear him,
and to love him with all our hearts and
minds; to pray to him to forgive us our
fins, to make us good, and to caufe us to
put our truft in him; and to return him
our true aud hearty thanks for all his mercy

and goodnefs.
2d. To
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2d. To do to every body as we with
every body to do to ourfelves; that is, to
do good to every body, becaufe we with
every body to do good to ourfelves.

3d. Not to think that we come into this
world to lead a life of idlenefs, or pleafure,
but to be induftrious, and do our duties
in the different ways of life in which God
hath placed us; and to take all opportuni=
ties of doing all the good that lies in our
power, as well by telling others what is
good, as by helping them in their wants,
when we can fpare them any thing.

By thefe rules, and in them, we fee and
know our duty to God, our fellow-crea-
tures, and ourfelves ; all which if we try to
do to the beft of our power, we fhall then
be good, and anfwer that great end for
which God made us and placed us in this
world: that is, to try us, if we will walk in
that good way which he hath pointed out
for us, fo as that we may become better and
better, and deferve that happinefs which he

has
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has in ftore for the good, after their deaths,
in another world.

But there are feveral wicked things,
which people do from having got into bad
ways, and which they muft be forry for,
and try to get the better of, as being plain=
ly againft thofe rules of goodnefs which are
laid down for us.

Taking the name of God in vain, and
curfing or {wearing are very wicked things;
which are too common among us; and
which are fufficient to provoke God’s anger
againft us, to punith this wickednef(s, unlefs
we try to leave it off, and fhew our forrow

for it.

With refpe& to the firft, we muft plainly
fee that it is not right for them, who believe
in God, fear him, and love him, to make
ufe of his name in common talk, or in any
difpute that happens; for this is not paying
that refpet to it which his creatures ought
to feel forit; befides, by making ufe of his

holy
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holy name in common, as we would do of
any other name, we, by degrees, get into
a bad habit of thinking lefs of it, and fet-
ting lefs value- upon it; whereas, we fhould
always think of the name of God as a moft
precious thing, which is not to be made
ufe of, or called to witnefs, unlefs it is in
a very particular or ferious matter; and
then we muft be very careful indeed that
we {peak nothing but what is true. For
to fay what is falfe is very bad in itfelf;
but to fay what is falfe, and call God to wit-
nefs it, is fo very wicked, that we muft be
fure it will draw down God’s dreadful anger
upon it. Indeed, there are very few things
(if any) that can happen to us, in which
it would be right to call God to witnefs,
for we fhould lock up the name of God
as a treafure in our hearts, to call upon
when our minds are troubled, to make ufe
of in our prayer when we return him
thanks for all the good he fends us; at
which time our hearts thould be given up,
if poffible, to him alone, and nothing elfe

fhould be in our thoughts.
It
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It is in this ferious and particular man-
ner, which I have told you of, that the name
of the great God and Father of all things
is only to be made ufe of. To ufe it
in any other manner is, at beft, but taking
his name in vain, which is in itfelf a very
bad thing. A like wickednefs to this is that
of curfing people and {wearing at them.
This is in itfelf an idle and vicious habit,
which it is by no means a fuflicient excufe
for, that we do not mean, or with, that
what we fay thould happen to others; but
if we poffibly could mean it, it would then
be a very wicked thing indeed: for, in the
firft place, it is very wicked in us (as being
contrary to that rule of doing good to every
body, which I have told you of), to with
any badnefs to any body, or any thing what-
ever. In the next place, it is a great fin
againft God, who alone knows who deferve
bad or good to be fent to them, and who
alone has the right and power of fending it.
Such curfes therefore, if meant in earneft,
only return back upon the heads of thofe
who made them, to plague themfelves, and

to
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to make them wicked and miferable. If
not meant in earneft, but only fpoken in
paflion, or from any bad habit which we
may have got, they are ftill bad, as people
can have no right to ufe fuch expreffions to
one another.

I have already told you at different times,
that ¢¢ To tell lies” is another wickednefs;
and certainly it is, and a great one, both to-
wards God, and to our fellow-creatures; and
it is alfo hurful to ourfelves in the end. Itis
a fin towards God, becaufe it is told before
him, although, from knowing our hearts,
and all their fecrets, he knows it is falfe.
It is a fin towards our fellow-creatures, be-
caufe it may make, and often does make, a
great deal of mifchief among them; and, at
any rate, it deceives, impofes upon, and
leads them wrong ; and it is hurtful to the
perfon telling it, becaufe a liar never comes
off fo well in the end as he that fpeaks
truth. Even if any perfons have done wrong,
and be charged with it, it muft be better to

confefs it than to deny it; for if they con-
fefs
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fefs it, they have a chance of being for-
given for telling the truth; and if they
thould not be forgiven, they will only be
punithed for the bad thing they have done,
and then all is over; whereas, if they tell
lies, it will always lie upon their minds,
and it will moft probably be fourd out at
laft, when they will receive double punith-
ment. Befides, after being once found out
to be liars, they cannot expe& that any per-
fon will believe them afterwards; fo that
if at any other time, they thould be charged
with a fault, of which they are innocent,
ftill they will not be believed. Thus they
are not only fure to fuffer more than thofe
who fpeak the truth; but they alfo make
God angry with them, and will receive pu-
nithment from him for their wickednefs;
and as, to fave themfelves, they either accufe
fome innocent perfons, or are the means of
their being punithed unjuftly, this is fo bad
a thing, that they muft expe& that God
will feverely punifh it. Liars therefore
muft every way bring unhappinefs upon
themfelves. Nobody can place any truft in

thofe
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thofe who are given to this wickednefs: they
do fo much mifchief that every body is con-
cerned in bringing them to fhame and pu-
nithment, which generally fall upon them,
and that the more hecavily, becaufe, adding
one wickednefs to another, and ftill telling
lies to excufe themfelves, the whole comes
out and falls upon them at once. If this
be the cafe with thofe who tell lies only
for their own excufe, it is eafy to fee
how much worfe it is with them who do
it out of fpite and malice, and to bring
badnefs upon innocent people. Thefe are
fo very wicked that the anger of God and
his dreadful punifhments will be more par-
ticularly fet againft them than for other
lies, as well as the hatred and contempt
of all their fellow-creatures.

In the fubftance of what I have read to
you this day, you will find that I have not
only put you in mind of what I before told
you of your duty to God, to your fellow-
creatures, and yourfelves, but alfo have
thewn you what refpect ought to be paid to

the
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the name of God, that you are never to take
his name in vain, that is, to make ufe of it
on any but the moft ferious occafions : that
you are not to curfe, or to fwear any wicked
oaths againft any perfon, or to with any
badnefs to happen to them; and that you
are never to do fo wicked a thing as that of
telling lies. I purpofe next Sunday to atk
you a few queftions concerning your belief
in God, and your reafon for believing in
him; and what it is to be good, to which
it cannot be hard for you to make proper
anfwers, if you think of what I have told
you. You will therefore recolle¢t what I
have read to you, that you may give fome
proper account of thofe good thoughts
which I have endeavoured to fix in your
minds *,

* Thefe queftions were propofed on the following
Sunday, but as they were much of the fame nature with
thofe printed in a former difcourfe, the author thought it
unneceffary to infert them. ‘

DISCOURSE
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DISCOURSE IX.

Of Happinefs, confifiing in doing our Duty.

WHEN I examined you all laft Sunday,
about what you thought of God Almighty,
and thofe good things which I have told you
of, I was forry to find fome of you not fo
ready to anfwer as I expefted. This leads
me to fear, that you do not think fo much
as you ought to do, of that goodnefs which
I have been trying to learn you, but which
your hearts will never be properly open to,
without you take great care and pains on
your part, to remember as much as you can
of what you hear from me, and to fet afide
your {pare time to think well of it. Now if
you think it worth your while to take care
and pains to get meat for your bellies, and
clothes for your backs, to make you live
comfortably in this world, furely you can-
not be fo blind to your own good and hap-

pinefs, as not to know how much it is worth
your
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your while to take care and pains to learn all
thofe good things, the doing of which will
bring God’s love and blefling on you, and
make you happy for ever.

To be happy for ever—to go where no
pain, no forrow, no want, no trouble can
come upon us; where our hearts will be
filled with all manner of goodnefs, and the
blefling of God Almighty, is the pleafing
and comfortable hope which all good people
have, who believe in God, fear him, love
him, and ferve him, by doing all thofe good
things which I have fo often told you of.
Not that the beft of us, poor weak creatures
as we are, can ever deferve all this happinefs
from God Almighty, in any thing that we
do; but becaufe his mercy and goodnefs are
fo great, that he is pleafed to bring all this
goodnefs upon us, for our trying to obey
his commands and to pleafe him. And after
all what is defired of us? Nothing more
than what is neceffary for our own happi-
nefs, even in this world. In doing what is
truly good for ourfelves, and for our own

cafe
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eafe and quicet, we perform our duty to God
and to our fellow creatures. It furely is for
our own eafe and quict, that, when we rife
in the morning, before we begin our daily
bufinefs, we can kneel down and pray to
God Almighty for his help and fupport. It
furely is for our own eafe and quiet that,
after our daily work 1is over, we can think
upon God before we go to fleep ; thank him
for his mercies, and pray to him for his
help, if we be troubled and affliGted. This
wipes the tear from the eye of forrow, and
brings comfort to the heart of the unhappy.
It furely is for our own eafe and quiet, to be
kind and to do good to every body, becaufe
it makes every body love and befriend us.
Thus we may plainly fee, that to mind
truly our own good znd happinefs, is all that
God Almighty defircs of us, to caufe him to
fhower down his bleflings upon us.  So far
from defiring us to negle&t our bufinefs, he
commands us to be induftrious, and to get
an honeft livelihood for our own fupport and
our families, and to help our fellow crea-
tures. All that he defires of us is, that we

thould
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fthould not fo far mind the bufinefs of this
world, as to forget him who made it, and
made ourfelves, and from whom every thing
comes ; but that we thould fet apart a cer-
tain fhare of our time, to open our hearts to
him alone, in praife, in thankfulnefs, and in

prayer.

Such are the eafy and juft commands of
our great Almighty God. There is no other
God but him. Every thing that is made is
the work of his hands. Every thing that
lives, lives by the breath of his mouth.
His feat is in the heavens above, and his eye
and his power are over all things. The fun,
the moon, and the ftars, without number,
together with this world, he has hung in the
air, in a wonderful manner, and dire&ed
them to move in the fame order and the
fame courfe, which they always keep, for the
good of all his creatures. His mercy, his
juftice and his kindnefs, moft clearly fhine,
in making our own happinefs confift in our
obedience and duty to him, and our duty to

our fellow creatures. According as we do
thefe.
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thefe, or negle@ them, fo he will reward or
punifh us, not only in this world, but alfo
in the world to come.

It is true, your hearts have long remained
in blindnefs and darknefs, as to thefe truths,
and therefore it can only be expe&ed, that
you fhould become fenfible of them by de-
grees. Yet there arc fome among you, who
feem to have thought of them more than the
reft, having given proper anfwers to the
queftions that were afked them, while others
of you remained filent. Now as moft of
you are equally able to think upon what I
have told you, and to tell me what you
think of it, fo of courfe I muft be beft pleaf-
ed with them, who have been moft ready to
an{wer me, becaufe they prove to me that
the pains I have taken to tcach them what is
good, have already been of fome ufe. To
thefe I have to fay, that as they begin to be
fenfible of what is good, and to feel how
much better and happier they are for it, fo
I hope they will continue in it, and think

upon it more and more, foas that they may
become
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become better and better, which will bring
the love and blefling of Almighty God upon
them, and make them happy. And it is fit
alfo for them to remember, that if they
fthould again turn to badnefs, after being
told what is good, and fhewing themfelves
fenfible of it, they muft not only exped
correction and punifhment from their maf-
ter, but what is much worfe, the anger of
God Almighty, and that he will take from
them his love and his bleffing.

To the reft of you, who, I fear, think
too much of the bufinefs or pleafure of this
world, and do not allow yourfelves that little
time which you may eafily fpare, to think of
God Almighty, and to pray to him, I hope
what I have read to you this day, will be
fufficient to put you in mind of your duty
towards God, and your fellow creatures, and
to caufe you to attend to it. By it you will
plainly fee, how eafy that duty is, which
God has required of you, and how much it
is for your own good and happinefs, that you
fhould confider and think of it properly, and

fix
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fix it in your minds, fo as to give a proper
account of it, and to make it the way for
you to walk in. In this, and in all that I
have read to you, I have endeavoured to ufe
fuch words as I thought you would beft
underftand ; but if I either have told you,
or thould tell you any thing, that you may
not know the meaning of, it is my with
that you fhould always atk me, and I will
try to make it plain to you.

May God, the Father of all goodnefs, fend
his light and his grace into all your hearts ;
to keep thofe who begin to be fenfible of
what is taught them, in the right way; to
caufe thofe to think more about it, who
have not taken proper care and pains; to
bring you all to know and to do that good-
nefs which is thewn to you, and to make
you all deferving of his love and his blef-
fing upon you.

DISCOURSE
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DISCOURSE X.
Of Mercy and Kindnefs.

I HAVE been trying to thew you all,
the plain path you ought to walk in to be-
come good and happy. In doing this, I
have alfo made you fee that we never can
be happy, without we are good; and there-
fore that your own eafe and quiet is in your
own power, as you will feel in your hearts,
according as you keep in thofe good ways
which I have been working to fmooth be-
fore you. The great line to goodnefs and
happinefs I have already marked out to
you, and in fome meafure cleared the road
before you; but I with to make it plainer
ftill, by telling you yet more of your duty,
efpecially that part of it which belongs to
the great rule of ¢ Doing to others as we
¢ with to be done by.” '

After having faid fo much to you about
God Almighty, the Father and Maker of
all
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all things, whofe goodnefs, wifdom, and
power are feen in all his works, and are
much greater than we can tell or think of,
I hope I need not again tell you your duty
to him. You muft know how you are to
fear him, to love him, to truft in his mercy
and goodnefs ; to honour and refpect his
name, and not to put it to any common or
bad ufe; and in what manner you are to
pray to him and give him thanks. If you
know this your duty towards him (which
you muft now do, as it has been fo often
told you) it will be your own faults if you
do not think of it properly, and apply
yourfelves at all times to it. Your own
good and happinefs for ever depends upon
it; and if you negle or flight it, you are
without excufe, and cannot expe@ the fa-
vour and love of God Almighty.

I need fay no more concerning your duty
towards God ; but in the great line of your
duty to others, there are a number of good
things to be taken in, which you may not

yet
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yet be fo fenfible of as you ought, and there-
fore it is my duty to point them out to you.

And firft, it ought to lead you to be very
different from negroes in common, who,
in general (as others would be if they were
bred up in the fame manner) are a cruel
people to every thing which comes under
their power. They are hard hearted to each
other, and they cutand {lath the poor brute
creatures that fall into their hands. This
you muft plainly fee is not only againft that
great law of God—of doing to others as we
wifh to be done by ;—but is alfo a very un-
grateful and wicked behaviour towards God,
from thofe who believe in his goodnefs. It
is faid in the great bible, of which I pur-
pofe to tell you more at a proper feafon :—
“ Be ye merciful, as your Father in heaven is
¢ merciful,” that is to fay, that as God has
been good and kind to us in giving us life,
in making this world and the creatures in it
for our ufe; in forgiving us our fins, andin
making out for us an eafy way to be good
and happy for ever; fo ought we to be

good
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good and kind to every living creature
whatever. We fhould thew this kindnefs
even to a horfe, a dog, or cat, or any other
brute bealt under our care; and the more
fo, becaufe thefe poor dumb creatures can-
not complain, and cannot help themfelves.
This good and merciful difpofition in us will
make us ‘¢ to do to others as we wifh to be
done by;” and will alfo be pleafing to God
Almighty, who is too good and too merciful
in himfelf, to have made fo many creatures
to be of fervice to us, for us to abufe and
ill treat them. I do not however mean
by this, that we are never to punifh, or
corre@ any creature that is under our care;
becaufe if they were not punifthed and cor-
rected when neceflary, they would be of no
ufe to us: but we fhould never punifth and
corret them barbaroufly, or more than is
according to juftice; and we fhould be as
kind and good to them as we can.

If, therefore, God Almighty requires that
we thould be kind and merciful to the brute

beaft that is under us, how much more
will
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will he expe&t that people fhould be kind
and good to one another. This is the great
duty which he has ordered us to do, and in
doing it he has placed our own good and
happinefs. Every body muft know how
much ecafier and happy they are, when they
are kind, good natured, and obliging, by
which they make all people love them,
than when they are fpiteful, ill natured,
and grudging, by which they get nothing
but hatred and ill-will, and bring trouble
upon themfelves. The perfon who is kind
and good tempered, and willing to ferve
and to help another as much as he can,
makes all people his friends and well-
withers, the thought of which in itfelf,
muft give him a great deal of happinefs;
while the bad tempered, cruel, and fpite-
ful perfon can never be at reft, becaufe
he knows that every body diflikes him.
This helps to prove what I before told
you; that is, that God Almighty has made
our duty fo cafy to us, that, in doing it,
we do nothing more than what we muft

do, to make ourfelves truly happy.
Let
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Let me advife you, therefore, to pray to
God Almighty, who is all kindnefs and good-
nefs himfelf, to make you deferve his mercy
and his love, by thewing all the kindnefs and
goodnefs in your power, to every body,
and to every creature whatever :—to weed
all malice, fpitefulnefs, ill nature, and co-
vetoufnefs out of your hearts; and, in the
ftead, to plant good nature, goodwill, af-
fection, and mercy ; that thus learning to
do all the good in your power, that you
may fulfil the great law of God, of ¢ doing
¢ to others as you wifth them to do unto

”»

¢ you.

DISCOURSE XIL

Of Honefly.

I TOLD you all laft Sunday, that onc
part of the great duty of domng to every
body, as we wifh every body to do 1o our-

TN TNt
felupes
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felves, was to be good natured and kind-
hearted to every creature that we have any
thing to do with; to help them, and to do
them all the good we can; and to mind this
fo much as even to be merciful and kind to
the poor brute beaft that is in our power,
as well as to our fellow-creatures. Now,
I hope you will all think well of this, and
mind to do it, becaufe there is no good
thing that God Almighty will love people
more for, and blefs them, than for being good
natured and kind-hearted. He has been
all mercy and goodnefs to us himfelf, in
giving us life, in filling this world with all
things fit for our ufe; and laying before us
an eafy road to goodnefs and happinefs ; and
therefore, in return, he expe&s from us
that we will be as good and kind as we can
to our fellow-creatures, and to the poor
beaft that is of ufe to us; befides, we muft
remember that it is doing nothing more
than what we wifh others to do to our-
felves, which certainly is, that they fhould
be kind-hearted and good to us.

Now,
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Now, another part of the great duty of
doing to others as we with others to do to
ourfelves is, that we fhould be honeft and
juft in all we have to do with every body
whatfoever. This is nothing more than what
you muft know you wifh every body to be
to yourfelves. You would not like any
body to fteal from you, or to cheat you;
and therefore you fhiould never fteal from
any body, or cheat them, even in the
fmalleft thing whatever. Whoever takes
what does not belong to him, if itis only a
bit of bread, or a bit of meat, is certainly a
thief; and if he ufes himfelf to it, he
will go on in his badnefs till he takes
more, and brings himfelf to great fhame
and punilhment. It is the fame in cheat-
ing. The perfon who cheats another of a
* black dog will foon be brought to cheat
another of a dollar, and fo will go on until
brought to fome bad end: for no thieves
or cheats can ever hope to come to any
good, or to die peaceably, and with a good
heart like other people. Though they think

* The loweft piece of moncy in the Weft Indies.
K 3 they
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they can fteal or cheat fo cunningly as that
nobody can find them out, yet God Al-
mighty fees all their badnefs, and will fure-
ly bring it to light, and bring them to
fhame and punithment. I beg you will all
of you remember this and keep it in your
hearts ; for if, when people are going to
do any manner of badnefs, they would but
think well of what they are about, and that
the all-feeing eyes of God himfelf are upon
them, they would then be afraid of doing
what is wrong, and would fave themfelves
that trouble, fhame and punithment, which
God always brings upon all wickednefs,

But as to what I was telling you of the
badnefs of ftealing and cheating. Some of
you, I am willing to hope and believe, know
your duty fo well, as not to do fuch wicked
things. You fee that it is wrong to fteal
what belongs to another, or to cheat ano-
ther, which is the fame thing (as cheating
is ftill taking away what belongs to another,
though in a different manner), and as you
would havereafon to be veryangry, if any body

were
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were to ferve you fo, you will take care not
to do it to others. Yet it is proper to put
you in mind of your duty in this matter,
that you may keep in it, and become more
and more faithful and honeft. And as for
any of you who may not have minded it be-
fore it was told you, God Almighty will for-
give you for what paft before you knew
better, if you take care never to do fo again ;
but to leave off fuch bad things as ftealing
and cheating, and to live honeftly, as God
Almighty orders that people fhould do,
which, if they mind, he will love and blefs
them for. And here let me tell you all, not
to be too covetous, or hard in your bargains
one with another, which often is not much
better than cheating ; but rather to give up
little matters, and deal kindly and friendly
by one another, as all good people ought.

What I have read to you this day, has
been to thew you all, that if we wifh to be
good, we muft be honeft: you muft #fill
keep this in mind, and do it, and never take
any thing that does not belong to you, or

cheat
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cheat another perfon, however much you
may be in want; for wanting, or withing
for a thing ever fo much, is no excufe for
doing a bad thing to get it. You muft
cafily fee, that if this was fuffered, there
would be no goodnefs in theworld, for people
often want and with for many things, which
cannot be got but by doing wickednefs.
When this happens, it is the duty of every
good perfon to get the better of fuch wants
and withes, and put them out of their minds,
rather than do any badnefs to fatisfy them.
It is not therefore the want of any thing
that will be any excufe before God Almigh-
ty, or with our fellow-creatures, for fteal-
ing, cheating, or doing any other bad thing,
Whenever we want any thing that we can-
not get at, without going through badnefs
for it, we muft make ourfelves fatisfied
without it, ‘This is true goodnefs ; for this
is getting the better of what we defire, ra-
ther than do any harm for it, and this God
Almighty will love and blefs us for : may he
therefore thew his mercy and his grace to-
wards us, {o as to make us able to get the

better
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better of our defires, rather than do any
thing bad to fatisfy them.

DISCOURSE XIIL

Againft Malice, Hatred, and Slander.

Y O U have been fully told, how great a
part of your duty it is, in doing to every
body as you would wifh to be done by, that
you fhould be kind-hearted, obliging and
merciful in all you have to do with your
fellow-creatures, or even to the poor beaft
that is ufeful to you. And alfo, that you
mutft, in all things, be honeft in all your
dealings, and never wrong any body, in any
manner whatfoever. The next part of your
duty which I have to fhew to you, and
which you muft mind to do, if you would
with God to blefs you, is, that you fhould
bear no malice or hatred in your hearts,
againft any body, fo as to do them any bad-

nefs,
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nefs, but fo far from it, that you muft even
do good to thofe who hate you, and may with
to do you harm; for this is the word and
the law of God Almighty, as written in the
great bible, of which more at a proper fea-
fon. And though it may feem odd to you
at firft, that it is our duty to do good to
thofe, who would do bad to ourfelves, yet
when you come to think of it as you ought
to do, you will find that no perfon can be
good without forgiving thofe that bear ma-
lice againft them, and even do them wrong.
For all malice and all wrong are wickednefs
in themfelves, and therefore, if another per-
fon be wicked enough to bear malice againft
me, and to do me wrong, yet if I were to
keep malice in my heart againft him, and to
do him wrong, I thould thereby become juft
as wicked and as bad as himfelf, And it
would be no excufe for me to be wicked,
becaufe he was fo before ; for we are not to
be led into badnefs becaufe other people do
it. ‘They who know what goodnefs is, are
bound to follow it, whatever other people
may choofe to do. And when God Almigh-

ty
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ty tells us, that we are in all things to do to
others as we with them to do to us, he tells
us alfo that we muft mind this and follow it,
as well to thofe who do not love us, as to
thofe who do; for, according as we wifth
good to come to ourfelves, fo muft we try to
do good to every perfon whatever. This be-
ing what we are directed and ordered to do
by God Almighty, who is all forgivenefs
and goodnefs to us, we are not then to think
of bearing malice in our hearts, and doing
wrong, becaufe another perfon may be
wicked enough to do fo to ourfelves; but
we are to pray to God to turn his heart, and
to make him better ; we are to try to fhew
him where he is wrong, and perhaps our
good and forgiving temper towards him,
may make him afhamed and forry for his
badnefs, and bring him over to that good-
nefs which we thew him. If, however, he
thould ftill be obftinate, and continue to bear
malice and hatred againft us, all we can do
is to keep ourfelves away from his company
and acquaintance, not to put ourfelves in

his power, and ftill to forgive him, fo far
as
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as to do him any good that he may be in
want of, when it lies in our way to do it.
For this is that kind of forgivenefs which
God Almighty defires us to fhew. He does
not expe& that we are not to feel any wrong
that a perfon tries to do us, or even that we
are not to be angry ; but that we fhall not
fuffer this wrong to make us do any wrong
or wickednefs in return, or to keep us from
doing any goud which may happen to be in

our power, even to the perfon who would
wrong ourfelves.

This being another part of our duty, of
doing to others as we would with them todo
to us, you may pliinly fec from it, that if
God Almighty orders that we fhould ever
do good to thofe that hate us, he certainly
orders at the fame time, that we are to keep
ourfelves from doing them any wrong what-
ever ; and this it is my duty to fhew to you,
and yours to mind, becaufe it is but too
common, when people fall out, or haveany
difpute, in the anger, the malice, and hatred
of their hearts, they fay all manner of bad
things of one another, which neither of

them



[ 157 1]

them deferves, and which, if neither of
them had faid, they might foon have made
up the quarrel between them. Now there
is no excufe for telling lies at any rate, much
lefs for that wicked kind of lies, which do
other people wrong, fpreading bad ftories
about them, which they do not deferve.
There is hardly any fault, which God will
more feverely punifh than this, becaufe it is
fo bad in itfelf, and breeds fo much mif-
chief. Mind therefore, that however any
perfon may bear malice againft you, hate
you, or do you wrong, it is your duty never
to accufe them wrongfully, or to fay any
thing falfe of them. If you have occafion
to fpeak of them, tell all the good of them
that you know, but fay nothing bad of them
if you can help it, and, at any rate, nothing
that is not true, When the perfon with
whom you have quarrelled, and who may
have anger and malice againft you in his
heart, hears how well you have fpoken of
him, and that you have faid nothing falfe of
him, perhaps it will turn his heart towards
you, and lead him to do you good alfo, and

fo
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fo be the means of making you friends. But
whether it does {o or not, you may be fure
of what is a great deal better than the love
of any perfon, that is, that God Almighty
will love and blefs you for it, for having
kept his word and his law, which he order-
ed you to follow. And this is what we
ought to look to, and what ought to be the
end of all our goodnefs, thatis, that we may
pleafe God and deferve his bleffing ; which
if we do, we may be fure that we can always
depend upon his mercy and goodnefs. For
his eyes are always upon thofe who are
good, and keep his word ; and fuch are his
mercy and his kindnefs, that though he may
and does forgive many of the bad things we
do, if we are truly forry for them and leave
them off, yet he takes an account of all our
goodnefs, and never fails to thew us his love
and blefling for every good thing we do,
however trifling it may be. And this we
muft be fenfible of, for the more good we
do, the happier we fecl ourfelves, which
happinefs God fends down upon us; be-
fides, the great and pleafing hope which he

puts
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puts into the heart of all them who love
him, fear him, and keep his law and his
word, that after this life he will make them
happier than words can tell, and that for-
ever. You may fee, therefore, how much it
is for your own good, that you fhould mind
every good thing that is told you ; that you
thould liften to it with your ears, and draw
it into your hearts ; that you thould be care-
ful to remember it, and to lock it up there,
that you may turn to it, and think upon it
as often as you can, for the more you think
of it, and the more you do it, the more
truth and the more happinefs you will find
in 1t,

DISCOURSE XIV.

Againft Drunkennefs and Excefs.

THERE is one wicked thing, which is

too common with many people, and which,
though
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though I cannot fay I ean charge you with
it, it yet will be very right to tell you about,
to give you warning never to fall into it, be-
caufe it is againft the word of the law of
God, and is nct only hurtful to ourfelves,
as bringing ficknefs and pain upon us, but
alfo is the caufe of our often doing a great
deal of mifchief to other people. The
wickednefs I mean is drinking too much
ftrong drink, fo as to become drunkards;
which not only puts it out of people’s power
to do their duty as they ought to do, but at
the fame time puts it into their heads to do
every thing that is mad, foolith, and wick-
ed: fo thatin one hour, nay, in one minute’s
time of drunkennefs, they may do as much
badnefs, as may make themfelves and others
miferable for ever afterwards. As it fires
the blood, and gets up into the head, it puts
people out of their proper fenfes, fo that no
man, let him be ever fo good when he is
fober, can poflibly tell what wickednefs he
may not do when he is drunk. This has
been proved in a great many inftances, where
it has been known that people of the beft of

charaters
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chara&ers when fober, have been hurried on
to fuch a&s of wickednefs when drunk, that
before they knew what they were about, they
have even killed their beft friends or near-
eft relations. Now let us only think what
a perfon muft feel, who perhaps could not
bear to hear of fuch wickednefs when fober,
much lefs to think of doing it, when he
finds, after coming to his fenfes, that he has
taken away the life of his fellow-creature,
and one whom he moft loved, in a fit of
drunkennefs ! Is it poffible that he can for-
give himfelf for it, or ever be happy after-~
wards ? And after all, what is it for, that he
brings all this mifery upon himfelf? Is it
for the pleafure of getting drunk ? A mighty
pleafure truly, that puts a man out of his
fenfes, and makes him behave himfelf like a
beaft ; that expofes him to be laughed at and
ridiculed by every body, and brings him to
mimble and wallow about in his own filth,
like a hog rolling in the mire.

I have told you of this wickednefs for twa

reafons; firft, becaufe it doss fo much mif-
chief
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chief and harm in the world, that you can-
not be put too much upon your guard
againft it : next, becaufe, though you may
be fober enough in common, yet atone time
of the year, which is Chriftmas, it is a prac-
tice among you to take more ftrong drink
than is ufual to you, and enough to lead you
into drunkcnnefs, and all the badnefs that
follows it. What is the proper meaning of
Chiiftmas, and of its being fet apart for
people to make themfelves happy, I fhall
tell you when your hearts are better pre-
pared to hear of it. But in the mean time,
you may be fure of this, that God Almigh-
ty never intended that we fhould pafs any
time whatever in drunkennefs. And as I
have been trying to bring you into the know-
ledge of God, and of the law of his word,
fo it is your duty on your part, to leave off
all bad ways which you might have had,
before you were told of him, and of what-
is good.

Further, it is a part of the word of the
law of God that we fhould not think too
much
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much of eating, drinking, or fine clothes ;
and this for a very good reafon, becaufe,
they who fo much mind their bellies and
their backs, will bring themfelves to believe
that they live for no other purpofe than to
provide for them. But God Almighty made
people for a much better end than this.
He made them that they fhould believe in
him, fear him, love him, and worthip him,
that they fhould be good, kind, and chari-
table ; that they fhould keep his laws and
his word, that fo, being tried and proved by
him in all manner of goodnefs, he may bring
them into that better world for which he firft
made them. This is what we are always
to think of and look forward to; and there-
fore, as the world we are in now is only
meant for a trial to us, and for a paffage to
a better if we deferve it, we are not to fet
our hearts too much upon any thing that
is in it, whether it be meat, or drink, or
clothes, money, or any thing elfe; for to
be covetous of thefe things, and to fix our
defires upon them, muit certainly carry
away our thoughts from the fear of God

Almighty,
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Almighty, and from that goodnefs which
we muft follow to pleafe him,

But we are not to fuppofe from this, that
God Almighty has forbid us the ufe of any
thing in this world, which may belong to
us, and which we want, to nourith and
comfort us. No: He, in his goodnefs, has
made them all for our ufe and our happi-
nefs, and he is highly pleafed with us when
we partake of them as we ought to do,
that is with a thankful heart to him as the
giver of them, and with decency, cheerful-
nefs, and moderation, f{o as to take no more
of them than will fatisfy nature, and do
us good, preferving us in health and fpirits
to go through our duty as we ought to do.
If we have any thing more than this, as it
has been freely given to us by God Al-
mighty, fo we ought freely to give to
thofe who are in want. This is goodnefs.
This will make us happy, and God Al-
mighty will take pleafure in feeing it; for
our happinefs was the end for which he

made
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made us, and if we do not follow the way
to it, it is our own faults,

May he therefore fend his heavenly grace
among us, that in this, and in every thing
elfe, we may endeavour to live as we ought
to do; not in rioting and drunkennefs,
which will weaken and hurt our health,
make us commit mifchief and wickednefs,
and bring mifery upon ourfelves and others;
not in greedinefs and feafting our bellies,
which only brings ficknefs and pain upon
us, while fo many of our poor fellow-crea-
tures are in want of what it would do us
good to fpare them ; not in covering our-
felves with finery, while, if we were to buy
good plain clothes which would be more
ufeful and lefs expenfive, we might have
fomething to {pare to clothe fome poor and
naked obje& who has nothing to buy him
a covering; but in enjoying the bleffings
which God Almighty fends to us, with
decency and moderation, with charity and
gratitude, by taking no more to ourfelves

than we ftand in need of, and by fharing
them
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them with thofe who are in want; which
will bring the love of God upon us, and
caufe him never to fuffer us-to be in want
ourfelves.

DISCOURSE XV.

Againft Hypocrify and Prefumption, and of a
good Confeience.

Y OU have all feen the way that I have
fallen upon, and the pains I have taken, to
teach you that which is good. I have fet
apart my Sundays for this particular pur-
pofe; and I regularly pray to Almighty
God that you negroes may know his word,
and become better pecople, fo as to deferve
his love, and the happinefs which he has in
ftore for thofe who are good. What I meant
to be a blefling to you, let it not be turned
into a curfe upon your heads, which it fure-
ly will if you do not mind what I have told
you, and try to leave off every bad way

which
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which you might have had, while your
hearts were in the dark, and you knew no
better. All I atk from you, all I with for,
in return for the pains I am taking with
you, is, that you fhould be good for your
own fakes, that you may be happy, and that
God may blefs you. It takes up my time
and my thoughts to tell you all thefe things,
which I fhall willingly give, fo long as you
will be mindful of them, and make them
properly ufeful to yourfelves; but if you
only make an outfide thew of being good,
and ftill keep any old badnefs in your hearts,
without trying to get the better of it, the
evil will be upon your cwn heads, and the
pains I am taking will then become a curfe
to you. God will furely punifh thofe who
know what is good and will not try to do
it, and he will punith thofe ftill more who
pretend to any goodnefs which they have
not ; for this is making a mock and a game
of goodnefs, and is lying, and falfehood
before God,

But
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But let not what I am faying to you be the
means of driving any of you back into any
of your former wickednefs, or prevent you
from trying to get the better of it. God
Almighty, as I have often told you, is all
goodnefs, mercy, and juftice; and never de-
fires from us more than we are eafily able
to do. He therefcre allows to all people
who have been bad, for want of being
brought up in the right way, and of being
told what is good, a fufficient time to re-
pent, and to become better and better by
degrees. And if, through the weaknefs of
their hearts, not yet become ftrong in good-
nefs, they fhould now and then fall back in-
to their old bad ways without thinking of it,
if it be not any very great wickednefs that
they do, God Almighty will forgive them for
it, if they are truly forry for it, and tell the
truth about it ; only they muft take care to
be more upon their guard afterwards, and .
to keep out of all manner of wickednefs as
much as they can. Nor muft they fuffer
themfelves to do any thing that they know
to be wrong, in hopes that God in his good-

nefs
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nefs will forgive them afterwards; for this
would be ufing his mercy and kindnefs to
make us worfe, which are given to us to
make us better; and we may be affured that
God Almighty will never allow of this,
without purithing it.

It is {fomething very odd that pcople who
have tafted the fwects of goodnefs, and the
bittcrnefs of wickednefs, fhould not try to
lcave off all their old bad ways. When a
perfon is good, he is afraid of nothing. e
knows that nobody can find fault with him
or accufe him with truth, that every body
ought to love him, and he is happy and eafy
in his own heart. How different is the cafe
with the perfon who is doing badnefs ? He
is afraid of his own fhadow. He always
fuppofes that his badnefs will be found out,
and is always thinkingofthe punithment that
is coming upon him for it; fo that his mind
can be never at eafe. This alone ought to
be enough to prevent people from ever be-
ing wicked, but how much more reafon

have they to try to keep out of it, when
they
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they think upon God Almighty, who fees

every thing that we do, and always punifhes
wicked people in fome way or other.

What goodnefs is, you have all of you
been fully told many times over. It is do-
ing your duty to God, to them with whom
we have any thing to do in this world, and
behaving as we ought to do in our different
ftations of life. Our duty to God, as I
have already told you, is to believe truly in
him, to fear him, to love him, to pray to
him, and to think on him as we ought, as
the great Father ind Maker of all things,
who looks into all things, and flony whom
all goodnefs ccmes. Our duty to every
body iv this world is to be honeft and juft
in all our dealings; neither to cheat, -or to
take apy thing which does not beleng to
us; to do harm to nobody, but to do every
body all the good we can; and our duty
in the different ways of lifc we are placed
in, is to behave as is fuitable to them, and
do all the good wecan in them. If mafters,

we are to be kind to and careful of thofe who
are
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are under us, both in ficknefs and in health,
being of as much ufe to them as we can, and
giving them what is neceflary and reafonable
for their fupport; not to require of themn more
than they can well go through with, teach-
ing them what is good, and keeping them
in proper order, and under proper govern-
ment. If fervants, it is their duty to obey
all their mafters and miftrefles reafonable
and proper orders, to be honeft and true
to them, and to take care of cvery thing
that belongs to them ; not to go away from
their duty wicthout leave; not to impofe
upon them, or tell them what is falfe; nor
to fee them wronged either by a fellow-
fervant, or any one clfe, without informing
them. So that it is plain from this, that we
have three different duties which we ought
to fulfil to be good and happy. The frft
and greateft is our duty towards God Al-
mighty, the Father and Maker of us all,
whofe law and whofe word dire¢ts us to
every thing that is good, fo that when we
do any thing that is bad, we likewife fin

againft
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againft our duty to God. ‘The next is, our
duty to all people living in the world, and to
every poor brute creature: this duty orders
us to be true, honeft, kind, and charitable
in all our aions whatfoever; to keep
ourfelves from doing harm, and to try to
do all the good in our power. The third
is, our duty in the way of life we hap-
pen to be in, which tells us to make our-
felves as contented as poffible in it, and to
go through it {o as to pleafe thofe whom we
have to do with, as far as we can pleafe
them by doing what is good and right. Of
all thefe three duties, and how we are to go
through them, I have particularly told you
in the courfe of what I have read to you;
and may God Almighty fend his grace
among us, to make us keep them in our
hearts and our thoughts continually, and
endeavour to do them: which, that we may
be enabled to do, we muft often open our
hearts in true and fincere prayer and thank{-
giving to him from whom all goodnefs
cometh, and who hateth all manner of
wickednefs,

DISCOURSE
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DISCOURSE XVIL

Againft Heart-burnings, and difrefpestful
Bebhaviour.

THERE are two wicked things which
I am forry to find among you, and which
I muft therefore now tell you of, that you
may learn to behave better hereafter. One
is, that fome of the eldeft of you, after fome
little difpute keep heart-burning and ma-
lice againft one another. The other is,
that you young ones will not leave off your
rudenefs and badnefs, of making game and
fport of thofe who are old.

As to the firft, I have thewn you more
than once already, and that not long ago,
how it is the law and word of Almighty
God, the Maker and Ruler of us all, and the
Father of all goodnefs, that we thould bear
no malice in our hearts; that we fthould be
merciful and kind even to the poor beaft
that is of ufe to us; and therefore how
much more we ought to be fo to our fellow-

creatures.
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creatures. It is no matter who they arcy
even if they are ftrangers; or if they are
people who do not love us, ftill this is our
duty towards them, and we fhall find that
God Almighty, who made us to be good
and happy, and has put it in our power to
be fo, has given us this law of being merci-
ful, kind, and forgiving, for very good and
wife ends. It opens people’s hearts, and
brings them to love one another, in which
there is a great deal of goodnefs and hap-
pinefs; and it faves them from doing a
great deal of fin and wickednefs, which
hatred and malice always bring along with
them. Iam fure I need not tell you how
happy every perfon is, whofe heart is not
troubled with any hatred or malice againft
any body; who loves his fcllow-creatures,
and who bas therefore a right to think
that they love him alfo; and concerning
the fin and wickednefs which they do who
keep malice and hatred in their hearts
againft one another, I can cafily fhew it to

to you from what may Lappen among your-
felves.

You
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You all know how I have tried, and am
ftill trying, to teach you the law and the
word of God Almighty, and all that good-
nefs which comes from it, and from it only.
This I am telling you, that by learning and
minding to do it, you may do your duty to-
wards him, and alfo towards your fellow-
creatures, which is the only way for you to
become good and happy. Now, before you
come to hear thefe things, you muft know
that you ought to think well of what you
are fent for, and that you ought to clean your
hearts of all badnefs and all malice againft
any body, fo as to have it fit and ready to
hear and to take in the good word which is
to be told you. If you do not do this, can
you expect the love and the blefling of God
upon you; or muft you not rather expe&t
his terrible anger and punithment, when
you come to hear his word, with an outfide
thew of being good, while your heart is full
of anger, hatred, and malice? fo that to this
wickednefs, of bearing anger, hatred, and
malice in your hearts, which is very bad in

itfelf, you add that of lying and falfchood
in
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in the face of God, when you are come to
hear his word, this is fo wicked a thing,
that it is particularly taken notice of in the
great bible, of which I have promifed to tell
you more at a proper feafon. It is there
faid, that if you are coming to pray to God,
and to offer him thanks, and fhould before
remember, that you have any quarrel or ill-
will in your heart, firft goand make up that
quarrel, and then come and offer thanks.

Let me therefore defire of you, if you
have any quarrel with any body, but parti-
cularly among yourftlves, who come here
together to pray to God, and to learn what
is good ; that you will have it cleared up,
and make friends again immediately. This
you may eafily do, becaufe if you cannot
come to an agreement about who is right or
who is wrong, you may leave the mattcr to
your fellow-fervants; and if they cannot
fettle it, you may apply to me, and the per-
fon who has done the wrong, fhall own it,
and beg the other’s pardon. This is the
way that people ought to follow, who are

taught
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taught to pray to God, and what goodnefs
is; and further, by thus fettling difputes
immediately, you will fave yourfelves a great
deal of trouble and uneafinefs ; for, in ge
neral, quarrels begin from trifles at firft,
and only become bad and hard to be made
up, by the unkind and unjuft things which
people fay of one another, and do to one ano-
ther, afterwards.

And now a few words to you younger
ones, who I am forry to fay think fo little of
what is told you, that I fear I fhall be
obliged to add punifhment to it, to make
you remember it. It is a very common
trick of yours, to be impudent and faucy to
one of your fellow-fervants, and to make
game of him, becaufe he is good natured
enough to put up with it, though you know
he is old enough to deferve more civil treat-
ment and refpe& from you. As this is a
wicked thing in you, and as God not only
orders that children thould honour, love and
obey their father and mother, and their kin,
but alfo that the young thall behave decent-

ly
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ly and refpe€tfully to the old; fo if you will
not leave off this badnefs, you muft be
punifhed for it. It will be beft therefore
for you, to remember your duty to a fellow-
fervant, who is fo much older than you are ;
to be civil in all your behaviour to him;
not to mock or make game of him, but to
go to him and fpeak properly as you ought
to do, when you are told to call him, and
not to give him fharp or rude anfwers when
he fpeaks to you. And I hope he, on his
part, will learn to mind his duty, and to
behave fo well, as to deferve that civil and
good treatment, as well by being good, as
from his age.

What I have read to you all this day,
while it again tells you of your duty to every
body, muft particularly put you in mind of
your duty to one another, as fellow-fer-
vants, called together every Sunday by your
matter, to offer up your prayers to God, and
to hear his word. You therefore ought to
look upon your(elves as one family, and in-
ftead of quarrelling and difputing with each

other,
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other, as it is your duty to be of a forgiving
and kind temper in your behavieur with
every budy, fo you ought to be particularly
kind, obliging, and forgiving among your=-
felves; and as it is alfo the duty of the
young to pay refpet to the old peopleevery
where, fo they ought to thew it particularly
to their fellow-fervants in the fame family;
for by thefe means, people who are together,
become ufeful to one another, and are good
and happy in themfelves, anfwering the great
end for which God Almighty made them.
I hope, therefore, you will for the future,
mind to behave towards one another, as I
have told you.

DISCOURSE XVIL
Recapitulatory and Admonitory.

WHAT 1 told you of laft Sunday, was

in particular to fhew you your duty to one
another,
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another, as fellow-fervants living in the fame
family, and called together at the fame time
to join in prayer and thankfgiving to God
Almighty, and to hear the word of good-
nefs. From this you will know, that if any
quarrels or difputes thould at any time hap-
pen among you, you are to have the matter
talked over dire&ly, and made up, fo as that
there may not be time for any malice or ill-
will to breed in your hearts, which are
great fins and wickednefs, and are againft the
word and the law of God, as written in the
great bible; where to make people good and
happy, they are told to love one another as
brothers and fifters; to forgive even thofe
that hate them and treat them ill, and todo
them good only in return. The fame good
book, the bible, alfo thews the duty of
the young to the old: In particular, that
children fhould love and honour their fa-
thers and mothers, and obey their orders-in
every thing that is good and right; and it
alfo fays in many places, that young people
fhould not be forward, nor rude, nor talka-
tive, but fhould be meodeft, decent, and

filent ;
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filent; and, in particular, fhould always be
civil and refpectful to thofe who are old.

Now you muft obferve, that what is good
for people to do in their behaviour to one
another, as living in the fame family, is juft
as good for them to do in their behaviour to
every body in the world; only people who
are more often together, have more often
occafion to do thefe duties to each other.
Therefore you are to fee from this, that if it
is our duty to make up any quarrel or dif-
pute immediately with thofe with whom we
live, to prevent the breeding of any ill-will
or malice in our hearts againft them, it is no
lefs our duty to try to make up our quarrels
and difputes immediately with every other
perfon, and to be forgiving and kind to them,
even though they may hate us, and try to do
us harm. In the fame manner, it is the
duty of the young, not only to be civil and
refpe@ful to the old people among whom
they live, but alfo to every old perfon what-
ever. Indeed, as I have before told you, fo
I now repeat to you, that the ways of good-
nefs, which God Almighty has laid down te

us
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us, and which are particularly fpoken of in
the great bible, are plain and eafy, and every
where the fame to be obferved towards every
body. In one place we are told, that God
Almighty himfelf has declared it, in faying:
¢¢ And now, what do I afk of thee O man,
¢ but to do juftice, to love mercy, and to
¢ walk humbly before God.” To do juftice
I have often told you is to be honeft, true,
and jutt in all our dealings ; not to fteal, nor
to cheat, nor fay whatis falfe on any account
whatfoever. 9o love mercy, is to be kind-
hearted, to do to others all the good we can ;
to bear no malice, and to do no ill even
againft thofe who hate us. To walk bumbly
before God, without which no perfon can be
good, is to love him, to fear him, and to
honour him above all things; to open our
hearts to him often in prayer and thankf-
giving ; to liften to his word, and to obey
his commandments. They who live in this
manner can never be unhappy. Whatever
misfortunes, whatever troubles, whatever
croflfes come upon them, they will bring
their minds to think, that God Almighty
has fent them for their good, to clean their

hearts
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hearts from wickednefs, to try them, and to
bring them to happinefs in the end. From
doing all thefe good things, they will always
find peace and comfort fpringing up in the
bottom of their hearts: and though they
may be poor, though they may be in want
and in diftrefs, yet their hope in God Al-
mighty will fupport them under it, and make
them much happier than thofe who have
every thing elfe they can with for. For it
is not money, it is not nice meats, rich
wines, fine clothes, that we are to look for,
among thofe bleflings which God Almighty
will bring upon thofe who are good ; thefe
things we often fee the worft of people have
the moft of ; but if we were to look into
their hearts, we thould find that all this
outfide thew of being happy, was nothing
but a cover to fears, troubles, and miferies
within, which a good perfon would not feel
for all the riches in the world. Befides,
thefe things themfelves are not what we
actually want; for he who can juft get
enough to put plain coarfe clothes upon his
back, and to get plain and wholefome meat

and drink to fatisfy his hunger and his thirft,
‘ hag
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has all that is of ufe to him, all that can
keep him in health and in fpirits, and if he
had more, would probably only bring fick-
nefs and pain upon himfelf, by taking too
much of them. No, the good things which
we are to look for from God Almighty, are
far above all thefe. They are patience to
bear the evils of this world ; ftrength and
refolution to fight againft them ; fubmiffion
to God Almighty’s will to be contented un-
der them ; the whole crowned with a never
failing hope and belief in him, that he will
lead us through our trials and diftreffes, into
a better world at laft.

I cannot too often tell you, that it is your
duty to mind all thefe good things in every
way of life, and in every place you may be in.
Among the many changes and misfortunes
of this life, there is no telling what may
happen to part us from each other; and you
may not always be with a mafter, who will
take pains to teach you, to make you good
and happy. At all times therefore, when
goodnefs is laid before you, you fhould open
your hearts to: receive it, and lock it up

there;
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there; that in all fituations, and in all con-
ditions of life, you may make yourfclves
content, by fixing your hopes in Almighty
God, and looking up to him as your Father
and Protector, which he certainly will be,
if you try to ferve him as you ought, and
to keep his word.

_— T Tn—

DISCOURSE XVIII

Of Prayer.

I HAVE for fome time paft been teaching
you to fay a thort prayer to God Almighty,
every Sunday before I read to you, in hopes
that God, who fees and knows all that we do,
will be pleafed to hear, and to accept it, fo as
to fend his gruce into your hearts, to clean
them from wickednefs, and to make them
ready to receive and mind cvery thing that
is good. ‘This he will certainly do, if you
only pray to him with a true heart, trying
at the fame time to do every thing that is
good, and to keep yourfelves out of all man-

ner
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ner of badnefs. You muft, therefore, fee
how much it is in your power to bring
down God’s love and blefling upon you;
for as the eyes of God Almighty are every
where, at all times looking upon all the
great works he has made, though we cannot
fee him, fo whenever we pray to him he is
always ready to hear and to take notice of it,
and will do fo; punithing us as we fhall
deferve, if we dare to be fo wicked as to
pray to him with a falfe heart, and fending
down his goodnefs upon us if we pray to
him with that love, fear, and truth towards
him which we ought.

Indeed, if we would but bring ourfelves
to think as we ought to do of God Al-
mighty, and all that he hath done—how,
from his great power, he is able to look
into every thing that is done by his crea-
tures, and does look into it, we fhould
then find what it is to pray to God; we
fhould be afraid to pray to him with a falfe
heart, or in a carelefs idle manner, as know-
ing he would fee fuch wickednefs and pu-
nifh it ; and it would be our greateft plea-
fure and happine(s in this world, to pray

to
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to him ferioufly and in truth as we ought.
For, poor weak creatures as we all are, and
not able to do any thing of ourfelves with-
out his help and his permiffion, who made us
as we are and gave us life, only think what
a fatisfaction it ought to be to us to lift up
our hearts to him, who is always looking
over us, either to thank him for his
goodnefs, or to beg him to help us, when
we know not what to do ourfelves. Ta
thank him for his goodnefs, is the leaft re~
turn that his creatures can offer for it, and
he will receive it of them willingly, fo as to
fhower down more goodnefs upon them:
befides, to a perfon believing properly in
God Almighty, and loving and fearing him,
can there be a greater pleafure than feeling
his kindnefs, and pouring our thanks from
the heart for it? If we want his help, the
hope and the belief that he will take care
of us, and bring us out of our troubles,
makes our prayers to him the greateft com-
fort we can feel in diftre(s. Accordingly,
fuch is the great ufe and fervice of prayer,
that there never was a perfon yet, in any fis
tuation, who prayed truly to God, but who

immcdiately
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immediately found his heart comforted. I
beg you will all of you attend to this,
and think how good a thing it is for you to
believe in God, to love him, and to fear him,
and to pray to him with a true and good
heart as you ought. But, though fuch is
the great ufe and fervice of prayer, there
is yet fomething very particular that we
ought to mind alfo; that is, to try to keep
from all wickednefs, and to do every thing
that is good, by which we fhall pleafe God,
who will then be always difpofed to hear
our prayers, and not to fhut his ears againft
us ; for though he may fhew his mercy to
the wicked, on their being truly forry for
what they have done,and bendingtheir hearts
before him, yet wicked people are always
in this great danger, * of lofing the grace
“ of God entirely from their hearts, and be-
¢ ing given up by him to that mifery and
¢ deftruction \/hich they have deferved.”
Next, as I hae told you on a former oc-
cafion, we are not to pray to God for trifles,
or to point oyt to him what we want, who
only knows what is good for us. If we are
in trouble, we are to pray to him truly and

fincerely
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fincerely to help us, but to leave the man-
ner of doing it to his wifdom and goodnefs.
He may do it by comforting our hearts fo
as to make our troubles lefs than we have
fuppofed them, and by putting into our
thoughts the way to get the better of them.
He may do it by raifing up friends to us
in the time cf our diftrefs, to aflit us and
relieve us from our difficulties. In fhort,
the ways are without number, by which the
goodnefs of God can bring us out of our
troubles, in any fituation, or under any
circumftances : and knowing this, it is our
duty to bear our prefent evils with patience,
and while we do all that is right to get the
better of them, to depend upon God Al-
mighty to thew us his help in good time.

After all that I have now told you con-
cerning praying to God, and giving him
thanks for his goodnefs, I hope you will
think properly of it. Firft, It is a duty we
owe to him who is the Father and Maker of
all things, and who direteth all things by
his power, his wifdom, and goodnefs. Next,
it is a fpring of never failing happinefs to

open
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¢épen our hearts to him, who is our Gad,
our parent, our comforter, and preferver.
It will give us ftrength and fpirits to do
our duty in this world, without valuing it
more than we ought; and it will fill us
with the moft pleafing hopes of that hap-
pier world to come, where the good will be
all blefled alike in the prefence of their
God, and where trouble, forrow, ficknefs,
and pain, will be for cver at an end.

Chriftmas
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Chriftmas Day, 1787,

DISCOURSE XIX.

Admonitory of the Lapfe of Time, and fuited
to the Return of Chriftmas.

IT was on laft Chriftmas day that I firft
began to read to you, that I might thew
you the way to goodnefs and to happinefs,
by leading you to believe in God, who is
the Father and Maker of all things; to
fear him and to love him with all your
hearts; to pray to him, and to thank him
for all his mercies, and to obey his com-
mandments, by doing good to every body,
as you would wifh every bedy to do to
you. A whole year hus paffed over our
heads fince that time, and Chriftmas is come
round again. That whole year is now gone
out of our reach for ever; and we are of
courfe fo much nigher the time we fhall

die
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die and go into another world, than we
were before it begun. Now, all the years
we are to live are fo very few, being even
with thofe who live to the greateft age,
fellom more than three or four times
twenty years at beft, that when we find one
year is taken away from them (as that has
pafled fince I firft began to read to you)
we may truly fay that no {mall part of our
lives has made to itfelf wings and flown
away like a bird: for only let us think
how quickly it is gone; to look back
upon the times, fince 1 firft began to read to
you, it fsems to be little more than a dream
which we have had in our fleep; and yet
it is perhaps a twentieth part, or at leaft a
thirtieth of what moft ot us have yet to
live, even if no accident happen to us, and
we come to a good old age.

In this manner are we all drawing on to-
wards our graves ; and, what is the worft
of uli, I fear, without thinking of it as we
ought to do. Having therefore already put
you in mind of the fhortnefs of the time
which we have to ftav in this world, I

purpofe,
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purpofe, with God’s help, to take the pre-
fent opportunity to {peak of fuch things,
as may lead us to get ready for that other
world, to which we muft all go fooner or
later : after which, I fhall end what I have
to fay by telling you fomething of the
meaning of Chriftmas, and the manner in
which you ought to behave yourfelves dur-
ing that time.

And firft, the fhortnefs of the time we
have to live in this world, is a very good
reafon why we fhould not give ourfelves
too much trouble about what happens to
us in it: for we all of us know that we
cannot look upon it as a refting place; and
that whether we live in eafe and pleafure,
or fuffer hardfthip, pain and uneafinefs;
whether we be fervants and flaves to the
reft of mankind, or whether we be kings
and rulers over them, we muft all die alike
in the courfe of a few years. The grave
is the common houfe which is made for us
all; and the only certainty we know of, is
that we muft all go to it. There, thefe
bodies which we at prefent make ufe of,

mufl
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muft return to duft again. We ourfelves fhall
be called before God who made us, to receive
his blefling, and to be made happy for ever,
if we have endeavoured to deferve his fa-
vour, by paffing our lives in goodnefs ; or to
be punithed according to his dreadful and
juft anger, if we have lived in wickednefs,
after being taught that which is good.
Now, how foolith, how abfurd, how wrong
will it be in us, to give all our thoughts,
and our care, to the things of this world,
in which nothing elfe is certain than that
we muft foon leave them; and at the fame
time, to forget, and to neglet to get ready
for, the time of our departure to another
world, where we are all to remove in fo
fhort a time. Accordingly, we find that
the beft and the wifeft of men whom we
either know, or have read of in books,
have made it their chief care how to pafs
their time in this world as they ought;
that is, not to fet their hearts too much
upon the things of this world, but to try
to keep away from all wickednefs, and to
do ev.,y thing that is good, that they might

be
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be ready for the only certainty, which is
death. Thus prepared, they have waited
with patience for the will of God Al-
mighty; and when it has pleafed him that
the time of their deaths fhould come, in-
ftead of being afraid and unhappy at the
thoughts of dying, they have felt more
happinefs in leaving this world, than in the
enjoyment of any thing which they have
found in it. Such are the {weets which the
good man taftes in his laft moments; and
fuch we fhall alfo partake of, at that cer-
tain hour which muft come upon us, if
we endeavour to follow their example.

But there is yet another very found and
good reafon, why we fhould not be too
fond of the things of this world, and fuffer
them to take up too much of our time and
our thoughts; that is, that as well from
the fhortnefs of our lives, as from the mix-
ture of evil, of pain, and of trouble, which
is always more than the good we can enjoy
in it, we have a right to believe that this
life is intended as nothing more than a kind

of trial to us as a ftate or condition in
which
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which we are placed by God Almighty, to
be made ready for happinefs in another.
For, according to our underftanding, it is
impoffible for us to think that one, who is
fo wife as we believe God to be, would
make us in fuch a wonderful manner as he
has done with all thefe thoughts, fenfes,
and feelings, hopes, and fears about us
if every thing were to be at an end with
us in the courfe of a few years, and we
were to perith for ever in the duft; yet, if
we could even fuppofe this, it would be
natural for us to fuppofe too, that we thould
be made to partake of nothing but pleafure
and happinefs, for the few years we have
to live, that the life we were placed in,
might at leaft be a blefling to us while it
lafted ; but when we find it dire@ly the
contrary of this, as we do; when we fee
that every perfon’s fhare of forrow, pain,
and uneafinefs in this world, is a great deal
more than his thare of pleafure and hap- .
pinefs ; it would be harbouring wicked
thoughts of God Almighty; it would be
charging him not only with a want of
mercy, but of juftice, could we believe or

' think
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think that, after going through this ftate of
fuffering and of forrow, we were not to live
again in a better. Therefore, it is highly
reafonable for us to judge, that the life we
are placed in at prefent, is nothing more
than a ftate of trial for us, in order to make
us ready, and to lead us forward to a better.

Having once fixed our belief as to this
matter, what remains to be done, becomes
eafy and plain to us. We both learn to fet
no higher a value upon life than we ought,
and to make a proper ufe of our time in it.
In fhort, we fhould confider it as a journey
upon a road, where, though we muft take
fome neceflary refrethment, as well as put
up with fome troubles and inconveniences,
yet we fhould think but little of either, on
account of the home we are going to, where
our hearts ought to fet up their reft,

Such are the thoughts which we ought to
ufe ourfelves to, concerning the life we are
now placed in ; but on the prefent occafion
there are alfo others, which I could wifh to

take
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take root as well in your hearts as my own.
I have already told you, that it is now a whole
year fince I firft began to read to you, and
that, as fo much of our lives is gone, weare
of courfe fo much nigher the end of it.
The nigher we are to the end of it, in the
greater readinefs we ought to be, to meet
that time, when it may pleafe God to call us
from it, It is therefore the duty of us all,
to inquire truly into this matter, that is, to
examine our hearts, without cheating our-
felves by any notions of our own goodnefs,
that we may find out if we are better people
now than we were a year ago.

And now to apply this particularly to
yourfelves, for whofe good it is chiefly in-
tended. Before laft Chriftmas you had lived
as it were, in darknefs. From the way of
life you had been ufed to, you thought but
little, if at all, upon God Almighty, who-
made you; and no perfon had held outa
light to thew you that good way, which you
ought to walk in, ' I thought a good deal,
and often, upon your unhappy condition in

' this
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this refpe, before I faid any thing to you
about it. The more I thought of it, the
more I was fure, that though your fkins
were black, and it was the lot of moft of
you to be flaves and fervants in the world,
yet God Almighty made you with the fame
good and wife end, as he did the reft of man-
kind ; thatis, he had made you able tolearn
what is good, and to become good, if you
choofe it, that you may deferve thofe blef-
fings which he will hereafter give to thofe
who do their duties in this life as they
ought. Indeed, I could not think other-
wife of the purpofe for which God Al-

mighty made you, without thinking both
wickedly and foolifhly.

From this time, I no longer troubled my-
felf to find out, whether you could learn
to read and write, and to do all other fuch
things, fo well and fo foon as white people ;
it was enough for me to know that God is
too merciful, too juft, and too kind to usall,
to put it out of your power to become good,
if you were properly taught. Indeed, not

only
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only my own reafon, and my own belief have
convinced me of this, but alfo what I have
feen of negroes, in different places and ways
of life, who have had pains taken with them
to teach them to be good. I then deter-
mined to endeavour to teach you to be good,
and the way that I took for that purpofe,
was fuch as I thought moft likely to work
upon your hearts, in the ftate of darknefs
and wickednefs you then were in.

To this end, as there is no goodnefs but
what comes from God alone, who is the
Father and Giver of it, it was the firft part of
my duty to thew you why you ought to be~
lieve truly in him. This I did by pointing
out to you the great and wonderful things
which we fee every where around us, the
way which they always move in, and the
order which they conftantly keep. Thefe,
as they made you believe that there was a
God, and in his great power to do every
thing, fo did they alfo prove to you his
goodnefs and his wifdom, in making, order-
ing, and taking care of them, as he hath

dons.
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done. While I endeavoured to make you
fenfible of this, I did not negle& to fhew
you, in what manner you were to return
thanks to God for his mercies ; and how
you were to pray to him, {o as to afk for
nothing that might not be proper for you ;
how you were to fear him, and to love him,
to keep his name holy, to try to pleafec him
above all things, and therefore of courfe to
keep out of all wickednefs, as he loveth no-
thing but goodnefs. What this goodnefs
was I alfo endeavoured to thew you, in as
plain a manner as poffible ; and among other
things, that to pleafe God, you ought to
make yourfelves as contented as poflible in
the way of life you are placed in, and I gave
you many reafons why you fhould do fo,
drawn from the fhortnefs of this life, and
the little rea/ difference there is, however
great it may feem to be, between the lot of
one perfon and another. From this I went
on to thew you what that goodnefs was,
which would be pleafing to God, and ac-
cording to his commandments, in your be-
haviour and conduét towards other people ;

and
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and how it confifted in that plain and cafy
rule, which is laid down in the great bible ;
that we fhould do to every body, as we with
every body to do to ourfelves. After this I
took different opportunities of thewing you,
that thefe few words went fo far, and took
in fo much of what was good, that if man-
kind were but to mind them, and to live up
to them, they would need to be told nothing
elfe to make them good and happy; for
I pointed out to you at different times, that
if we were to do to every body, as we with
every body to do to us, we fhould, on all oc-
cafions, be merciful, kind, and charitable to
one another; forgiving, and not bearing
malice, or ill-will in our hearts ; honeft in
all our dealings, neither ftealing from any
one, or cheating them; always telling the
truth when called upon, even if againft our-
felves ; doing juftice to every body as far as
lieth in our power, and induftrious and
faithful in the fervice of thofe who employ
us; treating them who are older than our-
felves with due refpe& and civility ; and
ufing no rudencfs or forwardnefs to any.

Now
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Now, if people were to take care to behave
in this manner to one another, inftead of
following their own bad ways and wicked
defires, this, together with a true belief in
God Almighty, thanking him and praying
to him often as we ought, to keep our de-
pendance upon him always in our thoughts,
and having always a fenfe of our own weak-
nefs, to check our foolith vanity and our
pride, which are too apt to lead us to forget
God, and to make us think that we can do
every thing of ourfelves, even make our-
felves good, without his help; this, I fay,
with fuch a hope and dependance upon our
Maker, would lead men in the ftraight and
certain road to goodnefs and to happinefs,
and would be of much greater ufe to all
mankind, than all the books that were ever
written, or all the hidden things that were
ever found out.

You therefore fee, that for this year paft,

T have been taking pains to teach you, and
to bring you forward in thofe things that
are neceflary to make you good and happy
I know
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I know of nothing in all that I have told you,
that you cannot well underftand the mean-
ing of, if you have given your hearts to it as
you ought. Your duty towards God, and
your duty towards men and other creatures,
has, I think, been made fo plain to you,
as that a child may underftand it. All that
remains for you is to do it, and you will be
happy without feeking or withing to know
thofe things which will not make you bet-
ter, and which, if they will not make you
better, cannot make you wifer. But it
now becomes your duty to examine your
hearts, and to inquire how far you have
done it, fince I have told it you. Confider
that you are now a year older than you were
when [ firft began to read to you, and that
of courfe, as I have already told you, you
are fo much nigher the end of your lives.
Remember too what I have already told you,
that though God Almighty will overlook
the faults of thofe who do wrong for want
of knowing better, yet from thofe in whofe
hearts the feeds of goodnefs have been fown,
he will expe& good fruit in return, Then

' think



[ 205 ]

think that you are no longer intitled to that
forgivenefs and indulgence for your faults,
as thofe unhappy poor flaves are, who live
in wickednefs, becaufe they have nobody to
tell them how they ought to live. After-
wards, let fuch thoughts as thefe work upon
your minds, to try yourfelves fairly and
truly, that you may anfwer juftly to your
confciences, to this queftion; ¢ Whether,
‘¢ fince your mafter has been teaching you
¢« what is good, you have become better
than you were before; conftant in prayer,
and mindful of your duty to God, ac-
¢ cording to what has been told you; and
¢ trying tofollowall thofe leffons which have
¢¢ been taught you, to do your duty to men
¢¢ likewife ?” If you can fafely fay that you
have, without favouring yourfelves, fill
continue to make a good ufe of your time,
and to improve yourfelves in goodnefs. If
any of you are fenfible that you have not,
but ftill continue to be bad, be fearful of
the dreadful anger of God Almighty, who
will judge you, according to the pains that
has been taken to lead you in the right way.

Think

€c

€
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Think that one year has already paffed with=
out your becoming better, that another will
foon follow, and how faft you are haften-
ing on to the end of life, when you will be
rewarded, or punifhed, according as you
deferve ; and let this thought lead you to
make a good ufe of the time which re-
mains, to be truly forry for your wicked-
nefs, and to make amends for it by be-
coming good.

And now to clofe the whole of what I
have now faid to you, with a few words
concerning the prefent feafon of Chriftmas.
Chriftmas is fo called from our Saviour Jefus
Chrift, whom God was pleafed to fend into
the world a long time ago, to turn people
from their wickednefs, and to be the means
of faving their fouls. He was born upon
Chriftmas day, and it is for joy of his being
born, and coming into the world for fo
good and merciful a purpofe, that the time
called Chriftmas is now kept. I will tell
you more of this, if it pleafe God, when

.you are better prepared to hear it; but in
the
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the mean time this is enough to fhew you
in what manner Chriftmas ought

kept. We are to be glad and happy it is
true, on account of God’s great mercy to his
creatures, thus fhewn towards us; but at
the fame time, we muft fee that we ought
to be glad and happy in fuch a manner as
to pleafe God: at fuch a time as this, we
fhould be thankful unto him for his good-
nefs, and rejoice in it, but at the fame
time be careful not to go beyond proper
bounds, fo as to be led into wickednefs.
We are to be merry, but without rioting
or drunkennefs, the bad confequences of
which I have at different times told you of
before, as I have of its wickednefs; and
therefore you muft take care to keep away
from it, and from every thing elfe that is
bad. Go then, be glad, and be thankful
to God Almighty for his mercies towards
you, and enjoy what is given to you in
moderate and in decent merriment; and
may you at this time, and at all other
times, behave yourfelves in fuch a man-
ner, as to bring the blefling of God upon

poiepivg SOt S

you. ‘ b
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