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To
Bapu Prosuxno KuManr Samvapicarnr,

of the Presidency College, Calcutta,
Str, -

'The Mahavara® and Ramayana were designated by
Sir Whlliam, Jones as the two epics of the Indiss. Iowever,
the appropri#ness of the title bag been demed by some ultra-
admuers of Virgil and [orger In the iestricted sense, 1 which
a poen 1s called an epie, As Arstotle defines, 1t 15 a2 matter of
questton 1f these be ealled so ; but not only the luws of “Aristotle
nre fulfilled 10 them but algg aré observed some Divine and berore
ccanons, hence, on my part I see, they should be called epie—
herote — divine mxed Poems

The subject of the Mahavarat 1s a war for regal Supremacy
between the two tamilies of Panda and Dhueitarastra, Dhntarastra
had as numerovg a famuly as Kug Ravan and Pram had
Duoryodbiona was the foremost 1w hate and hostuity to s
cousing,

The presont edition of Mohavarat is not that which has
been wntten by Vysa fist, not even his extended genuine
second edition but 1t 15 a colleetisn of s different Sanintas
publiched by his disaiples Sumanto, Joimem, Poil, Boysampayan
and Suka (See) ch [ and 63 (&d1).  The era of Yudistir bethg
about 4500 years according ta Kalidas, y

The sons of Pandwy DBhima excepted, are represented as
modearate, generous and just  Swaymbara was a rite, famihar to
the readers of Nowadha, 1 which a princess made the choce
of Per hnshand from the nndst of congiegated smtors —

Yudictir abdieates os hardly won thuene. and departs from
the woild, with his brothers and wife  ¥n their proression  the
princess Dioupodt diopped dead and so on all until Yudistii and
a dog his companion only survived  Yudistir was admitted 1nto
heaven To his great dismav he find€"there Daryodhone but none
of his friends, he demandel to know when they were, a mes-
senger of the gnds was sent to show him He came to a
horiible place called Fauces Graveolentis  Averni, where he
heard the wailings ef Nakula, Sahadeva and Droupodi, ete,
he overcame his repugnange and resvlved to share their fate in
hell  “This was his crowning tral”  The gods applaudéd his
disinterested virtue, all the horrors vanished. Sir, as this
virbuous Yudistic, attracts me to wwiite his hfe, notwithstanding
my many difficulties, so in the language of Kalidas "W{@?‘i:
FATr5$7’, your honcurable descent, your learning-sanctified
modesty, your glorious "emper move me to dedicate this humble
to you, I shall feel much obliged, 1f your lotus eye shed benig-
nant mnflucnce on it.

JogiNDRA NaATH BHATTACHARJER
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* Panchala extends from the foot of the Himaloya to the
rivehr Chambul, It was governed by the five sons of Heri
Ashwa,
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1 The text seems to say that a movable mark was suspend-
ed in the air whirled rapidly round upon a pivot, that upon a
level with the plane of the circle which was fixed, upon one
gide of it, a hoop orring ; and that five arrows were to be simul-
taneouly shot through the ring as the mark came opposite
to it. Perhaps even Robin Hood could not try the chance,
Like the suitors of Panglope many as the kings of the Ionians
or Yavanas who were the Greeks present on the occasion and
as the Parthians the celebrated archers, ¢ven could not bend
this bow, » * *
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t Sir Wm. Jounes calls Droupodi “a five maled single
femaled flower-” It is not that this was the practice in
Bharatvarsa, The Pandavas married one wife by some divine
interference. See Chap. 196. 197 Adi.M. Not like the savage
Bhotias or nomadic Scyihians according to Herodotus, if
this would be a borrowed practice. why is shis only in three ¢
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¥ The Romans;— Any predecessor of Augustus Caecsar, in
Roman fame, stood with folded hands before the gate of Raj-
suya theatre, The reasoning is this ,—Pandion, King of
Pandya had correspondence with Augustus Caesar of Roma,
(sec %‘ Johnson’s p, 47 M,) The Romans had commercial
intercourse with the Lanka Rakasasas, Pandion’s ancestor fought
with Sahadeva. While Sanscrit Bharut says the Romans
came. Necessarily any Roman predeggssor of Augustus Caesar
came to give tribute, The era being about 753 B, C. (agreeing
with Manu’s, Vayasa’s calculation.)
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« It was a sort of backgammor: where picces are moved
according to the caste of the dice.
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