HEADQUARTER. FIFTH ARMY
APC L6 US ARKY

TC: &1l Cfficers and Men of the Fifth Army.

For nearly iwc yearz you have fought rour way in ITtaly under the worst
ccrditions of weather and terrain agasinst a fanatical eneiy. You have
defeated the enemy's finest armies and have broken througi his strongest
defenses. You have liberated mest of Italy from the tyrant's heel. You
have-held before yeu enemy forces upgently needed to onpose our comrades
on cther frorts. Your campsigr stands. e monument to the training, fighting
spirit, boldness, ageressiveness, determination, willingness to undergo

hardships of Allied scldiers, and to the leadership of officers and of all
ranks. i

Today we are on the eve of our last great battle. In the East and
Uest, our comrades are driving the enemy befcre them. It remains for us
to destroy this last great cneuy forece in Italy and complete the victory.
By destroying them we ghall: (2) prevent withdrawal to oprose our forcea
on other fronts; (b) prevent the emnemy from corntinuing the struggle else-
where; (c) complete the liberation of Italy and prevs=nt further ruin and
destructién:. in this unhoppr country; (4) deny the enémy resources for
prelonging further this destructive struggle; (e) provide the shock which,
in ccnnection with attacks on other frcnts, will bring about the collapse
of encmy resistance.

e are in better condition than ever before in Italy. Ve face an
eneny wealened by succesgsive daleals, alupst without air pover, and criti-
cally short in essential supplies. Qur unite are at full strength, completely
egquipped with the finest equipment in the world; our supplies ere more than
adequate; we have the full suppart of overvhelming air power. Cur plans
are carefully prepaved snd are sound. OQur leaders are battle-tested veterans,
our irocps the finest the world L.: Lvor seen.

Succesa depends upon execution, and the success of thic operaticn is
in your hands. The eyea of the world are upon us. let every officer and
man do his full duty. Be courageous, be confident of yourself, your
comrades, your leaders, ycur superiority cvcr the enemy. Use your veapons,
empley all available means to overwhelm the enemy. Speed iz vital - use
your splendid loge. Be aggrecgive - be tcurh - when you strike the enemy,
aim to kill and destroy, and to take Yyour ol jective at all ccsts. Finally,
be alert = use- your imitintive=take aﬁvanthgc of every cppertunity - give
the enemy no pause. Destroy him, -

Lith full and complete confidenece in you and in your 1&yalty. I look
te this operation with supreme confidence in a glcrious victery. I am
proud to be your Commander.

Ve shall merit once again the thanks of our countries,

7. / ,‘;,i iy «ff“}?(/ ?’
L. K. TRUSCCTT, ch-

Lieutenant Gereral, U. 5. ATDV,
April, Y945 B2t Comuanding.



