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SHIMOMURA SADAMU

Having first duly swofn an oath as on the attached sheet, in
accordancs with the proczdure prevailing in my country, I heraby
depose as follows:

Aftor Goneral Anami, the then Minister of War, committed
suicide with a sword on 15 August 19;5, thes Fremier assumed the
portfolio for a time and subsequently I was appointad as War
Minister on 23 August and assumed offico on that same day.

I loarned first after my appointment of thé execution of
\merican pilots in Japan Proper, without trial or by sentence of
tha ecourts martial, I thought it my responsibility as Minister
of Wsr to punish these violations strictly, and so informed the
Chief of the General Staff, General Umezu. He was very much
surprised, and agrezd with my opinion, saying about as lollows:
"Until this moment I did not know of thesse facts at all. Even if
thesa violatigns were the result of indignation over indiscrimi-
natz bombing by American planas, it 1s quite unjust to punlsh the
pilots without leRal procssses. Therefors, 1t 1s unnecessary to
aweit the instructions of the Allled forces in this matter, and
we must voluntarily impose punishment strictly and fairly, after
investigating the facts."

Ho added his hope and opinion as follows: "We must be most
fair when we glve up our arms to the Allied forces after the
surrender. We should most carefully control any 1illegal mani-

pulation of arms, such as concealment or damage, etc., and we mus:

bring our Army to a successful end, carrying out faithfully the
conditions of the surrender. I hope you will exercise strict
control." His opinion about this matter being quite the samec as
mine, I oxerted my best efforts to suporviss and regulate things
so as to prevant any such illegal operatlons,
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In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole
truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing,

Shimomura Sadamu (seal)

On this 30th day of April, 19L7
At Tokyo
Deponent: Shimomura Sadamu (seal)

Ig Ikeda,Sumihisa; hereby certify that the above state-
ment was sworn to by the deponent, who affixed his signatursc and
soal thereto in the presence of this witness, |

B - On the same date
At Tokyo

Witness: Tkeda Sumihisa (seal)
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'Transigtidn Cartificatel

I, Nishi Haruhiko; of the defense, heraby cértify that I am

conversant with tho Znglish and Japanzse languages, and that the

forogoing 1sj ta the best of my knowledge and belief, a correct
translation of the original document.

. _ : Nishi Haruhiko

Tokyo

7 May 1947
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