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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR FAST -

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ot al

 =VS=

ARAKI Sadao, st al

I, APNIRAL-SUZUXI KANTARO, make the following statement of
facts within my knowledge:

Whon I received the Imperial command to form a cabinet, in
April 19,5, belng a novico in volities, I recuestad advice of the
Jushin (Elder Statesmen) concorning the selection of the Gablnet
membars. Fop Foreign'Minister, howevar, I made my own cholce of
TOgD Shigenori, for the re&ason that although I knew him only
slightly I had the feeling that hz had opposed the war from the be-
Einnlng and had rasigned from the I5)8 cabinet as a measure of
opposlition to T5ja'e dictatorship and high~handed policies. I hag
balieved from tha beglnning that 7 warp 3gainst America and Britain
could not succeed, and when solocted ag premior I understood that
1t was to be my duty to attemnt to oring about the anding of the
war; therefore I wished to select 18 foreign ministsr a man who
was known to have opposcd war,

At tho time of the Formation of the cabinzt Mr. Togo was 1in
Karulzawa, nd I requestod him by talegraph to accept the portfolio
of foraeign minister. His roply was that he would have to discuss
the matter with me befsra Blving his icceptance. He therefors came
to Tokyo on B8 April, and we did discuss his acceptance of the post.
In view of the conditions prevallling in Javan at the time, 1t was
et possible for ma ta Spaik openly on the qusstion of ending the
war; but from our convorsaatinn I had tha imprassion that Mp.
T5go's views wore tha sams 18 WMy own. Although I do not now re-
member clearly, he may have stat:d that his acceptance was con-
ditional upon the cabinet's beinz ons which Would work to bring
about the end of the war,

A8 2 rasult of that convarsation, Mr. TOgd sald that he would
have to consult his supariora in ths Foralgn linistry (he mantioned
Specifically Hirota K5ki) before giving his decision. On the next
day he gave mo his daeclsion to accept. Vary soon thsreaftor My,
Togo and I had = talk in which ho brought up the question of ending
the war, stating that in his opinion 1t must ba brought about as
J00n 38 possibls, and we reachad AN 3agroeement on the point, Begin-

ning about the middle or May six-man conferonces of Promier, Foreign
Minister, Army and Navy Ministors and Army and Navy Chiefs of
Ganeral Staff b2gan to bs held to discuss the sntire question of
ending the war, By that time the battls of Okinawa was sean to he
hopeless, whieh weakenazd the sorvices! insistence on continuation

of the war; ang by the end of liay Mr. TSp3's urgling that we must
approach Rlussis to attempt to bring hostilitios to an @nd had per-
suaded tho servicss to thes oxtent that thevy woro agrzed to
approaching Russia, although thers was still some 1dea of socuring
not merely mediation but assistance from har,
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Erop-Shat- tdme—-untll 22 June there was further discussion
and some difference of epinion in ths six-man confersnce regarding
the mathod of procedure. During this time Mr. Togo took the lead
in the conferences in insisting that the war must end, and that
Russia's mediation must be soucht to end it. On 22 June the six
members of the confarence were summonsd before the Throne, at
which time the Emperor clarified his views of tho matter, which
views were that the war must be brought to a gpaedy conclusion.
Thereafter thsre was no further disagreement in the six-man
confsrences, and arrangemants were made to send a speclal envoy to
Moscow to reruest mediation Owing to various delays thls was not
accomplished before the announcament 57 the Potsdam Declaration
on 26 July.

On 9 August, at meetiaws o tha six~-man conferonce and the
Cabinet, a plan was presented by Foreign liinister TSgd for aecept-
ance of the Potsdam Deolaration with the sole condltion attached
of maintenanca of the national polity. Amain thers was disagreement,
some of the members wishing to add certain conditions concerning
disarmament of Japanocse troops, occupation of Japan and other
points. The matter was therafore pragsented to the Throne for de-
cision; after hoaring the opposing points of view, the Emperor
without hesitation accepted Mr, TGgS's proposal, and ordered it

I consider Mr. TSg0 to be a man gof..deep—coTvVictlons - withs
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Subscribad and sworn to before the undersigned authority at
Sekiyado, Chiba-ken, this 28th day of July, 19,6.

Haruhiko Nishi
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