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INTERROGATION NO. 266 Mlanet - Tk
Date : 3 Nov. 1945

Division of Origin: Military Analysis Division.

Subject : Supply of Horses to Japanese Army, Remount
Depots.,

Personnel Interrogated and Background of Each:

Col. OGATA, Vice Director of the Horse Administration
Bureau. Served in that capacity only
since larch 1945,

Col., ON&ETA, Ass't Chief of the War Preparations Section
concerned, mobilizatior of troops and horces.

Where Interviewed: ueiji Building, Room 238§,
Interrogator . Captain Walter k. DHOZD.
Interpreter : Lt. EQYD, UGNE.

Allied Officers Present: None.

NOTm: The original person request:d for this interrogation was
Lt. Gencral NIIZUiA, Chief of the Horse Administration Bureau,
War Ministry. However, Lt. General NIIZUMA was not availa™le for
the 1nterrogation and it has been indicated by Col. O0GaTA and
ONLTA that the general has not yet been located, but is

believed to te living comewhere in the suburhs of Tokyo. Both
CLolonels OGATA and ONETA had been sent to substitute for him.

Neither of these men were too well informed on the Toply
of the interrogation. Both exnressed some oninions, however
seldon any definite views. A list of prepered questions were
given to them with instructions to see if some answers could he
secured from personnel in their former offices. Both said they
would try to remember the protrlems encountered in the supnly of
horses to the Japanese Army, however they would have to rely
chilefly on their memories. The reason for this, they said, was
that all records on *he num“or of horses supnlied to forces
overseas and thoce avallatrle in Jdapan proper, had heen destroyed
in transit as they were heing shipned by train from the Central
Remount Depot to the War Ministry in July 1945.




The following are aquestions asked of Colonels OGATA and
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1y of horses for the Japanese
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Q, How were requirements for the supp
Army computed?

A. The system of horse supvly changed frecuently in Japan proner.
Generally, Armies overseas would reauisiticn replacements for
horses much like that for the replacement of personnel.

3. WwWhat governed the amount of horses that could be requisitioned?

A. Tanle of Organization which showed how many men and norees
should normally te in an Army.

0, Wac there a definite ratio established hetween +he numbher of
men and the numbher of horses 1n each organization?

4. No, however we can go back over the T/0's and establish the
relationship. (They were instructed to do s0J.

Q. How did Armies requisition horses, that is, where did they
forward requisitions?

A. Requirements from overseas Ghfy were forwarded directly to the
War kinlstry.

0. How were the requirements comnuted by GFQ for all its armies?

A, GHQ for Kwantung army (Hsing=king) in tianchuria, compiled
reouiglitions of all srmice under its jurisdiction. GrQ for
+1e China Expeditionary army (Nanking) compiled requisitlons
for all ite armies in China. SR Aeia area requlsitions were
Compiled at GhY, Salgon. Southwest a-d Central Pacific Island
ireca requirecments were compiled at GHY, Rabaul. {'rom these
'Gid's renuisitions were sent directly to the Jar Minlstry.

*J

0. Wwhat were the chief sources for acgulrine horses:
L. “oklaido and Kyushu, mainly, and irom 511 the nrefectures ol
Japcn. T“he vlar Minlstry jireccted horscs to he brovght To
spucific collec™lny points in each rnrefecture st partlculal .
timea, The army would then gcloct whet it wanted. norees
were hred in ok milo, and hyushu, and Northern part of
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Wae the supply of horses sde~uates

A, No, cven at beginning of war  here was a marked shortage of
horscs., Before the war in 1937 a survey indicatod the lagk
of horses in Japan. =« scven year plan was theréforc
inaururated to increasc "he avm- or of all types of rorses.
Thig plan was not successinul rrior to the war for hers was

o shortuge of heans, corn, anau other tynes of foods. #ALTET

tart of the war large numbers of horses werc shipped
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overseas, manv of these were females which cut down the
nrogram of brecrding.

0. ‘Was the supnrly of horses overseas satisfactory?

A, No, the chief difficulty in supnly wag =he inadenuate aquantity

of horses in Japan, and this was rurther curtailed by the
inability of devots to ship the avallahle horses oOverscas.

Ixplain this difficulty 1in cshipping.
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The following are cuestions seked of Colonels 0OGa'an and

ONETA_and_their answers:. cont d.

A, Ship space was no’ adequare sné often not availarle for ship-
ment of horses. The sinking of ships by rombings and
submarines gave other items of cupply higher priority on
available ship space. |

Q. low did air action affect tae supply of horses 1n Japan
nroper? Tere thc remount denots bombed? wshat number of
norses was destroyed in "hese hombings?®

n. we do not have the statistics on how many horses were killed
in Japan through Fombardments. However, tne remount depoT
-+ Tahenabe in syushu was bombed and “he ferry hetween
Soutiern Hokkaido and Norihern Honshu which freauvently
transported horses was also hombed.
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