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The Nantsing Library
E L 2

Since the promulgation of the Western education in China, the scope
of learning has become wider and wider, But in order to acquire a clearer
understanding and a profounder knowledge, one must take nmeh pains to
study aud search in variovus kinds of useful books. It is, however, impossible
for a student to have a great many books other than those used in the classroom,
So in every school, middle and higher, a library, large or small, be equipped
- to meet the demand of enterprising pupils. So far as my idea goes, a library
must help, if possible, those books on every phase of knowledge, so that they
will help the student to keep abreast with the modern scientific principles;
theories and thoughts, Newspapers with authentic informations and interesting
reports to render the readers closely linked up with the world events, are
necessary, and so do books for general and special reference and periodicals
for recreation. Besides, some books on poetic literature, treating of the
human nature and philosophical ideas, which may rouse up the students’,
aspiration, are of equal importance.

From a well equipped. library, we can obtain much by self-research
method, The benefit gained is no less valuable than that got from the classroom,
To illustrate the value of library, let me give an example: It is universally
acknowledged that Dr. Samuel Johnson was one of the most distinguished
writers of the eighteenth century, If we trace his early life, we shall be
greatly surprised that he never entered a school until he was eighteen vears
of age. He resided at home and read much in the books of his home library,
left by his father, a well-known bookseller, and picked up a great deal of
knowledge-odd, unusual, out-of-way knowledges such as few men knew and
such as was not taught in schools, This laid the foundation of his learning
which afterwards made him a giant of English literature, Now. we are
convinced that a library can do much for a man’s success, Whether it is
indispensably necessary or not in a school will be an open question,’

To get a library filled with sufficient maierials is not an easy matter.
As most schools of to-day in China are under pecuniary difficulties, few

of them have money enough to establish this extra work, Thanks to the
founder of Nantsing School, we have been gifted with a collection of books
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Through many years work, the founder gathered together the books now kept
in the cases. They, I dare say, are sufficient to satisfy the hunger of
knowledge-seekers in the middle school. Is this not a solitary exception and is
this not a great fortune to the Nantsing students?

To talk abont the origin of our library, the story seems very interesting,
F‘01ty years ago, Huang Ti-fang (3 ffit 3%), the then Chancellor of Education
of Kiangsu, was the founder of Nantsing Institute. Intending to furnish
the intellectual scholars and the literate with wider knowledge, he initiated
a proposal of erecting a library. All authorities of Kiangsu province at that
time agreed to this proposal and some of them were willing to contribute a
part of their books. Chancellor Huang wrote to some officeal publishing
houses, asking them to contribute books. After a few months, in
compliance with his request donations from the public offices of various
provinces and from private persons were received. Thus, a library
was establihed. The nunber of the books wag, however, not very
large.

Althovgh the library had not many hooks at first, yet year by year,
8 great deal volumes have been increased, Now it possesses more than
twenty thousand copies. A larger part of them are the Chinese classics,
histories, philosophy of some sages and miscellancous works of some recognized
authors. The other parf are books of science, magazines, periodicals and
various kinds of publishing matters. The most valuable of the Foreign
books perhaps stand the world great classics which consist of sixty folio
volumes, They were bought from a foreigner at the cost of more than six
hundred  Mexizan dollars in 1923. In aur country, perhaps very few

_ institutes happen to possess them, A set of Buddhis scriptures in Chinese

Ianguage, more than three thousand copies in number, is also of great value.
This year, our class, on point ‘of leaving the threshold of this school,
contribute a donation named * Encyclopaedia Britainnica” as the souvenir
of class 1925. It embraces twénty-nine copies which are of very good binding,
moro~co cover, and Indian paper, But so far as the 1eference books on
natural science are concerned, we feel sorry that we lack the up-to-date books
on them, What we have are rather old and seem not very useful in modern
epoch, It is sincerely hoped that the school will be able to appropriate
hundreds of dollars every year for the purchase of additional books.
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The library biulding is an old-fashioned story having five rooms in
succession. Formerly it was not opened to the student body, for the spaces
of rooms were too narrow. We borrowed books from the librarian and read
them in the study rooms, and we read the magazines in the reading room.
Since the beginning of 1925, the library was rearranged, and suitable
equipments were supplied. Now we are allowed to go upstairs to read all
books and magazines at the appointed time. There, the light is sufficient, .
and sometimes the gentle wind blows in from the windows—all these arouse
the reader's interest, :

For the purpose of managing the library in a methodical way, an
association bas been formed. Every term, two persons are elected out of
every class to be the library-assistants. Their duty is te help the librarian in
taking care of the books,

In future, when the library is enlarged, it will he certain that the
library will give a free admission to the public. It will then doubtless
increase the intelligence of the people.  But whether the plan can be
carried out or not depends largely upon the finance of the school and the
work of the schbol authorities,
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liome-coming
e L & 5%

My family is poor. We could not support ourselves by means of farming,
There are many children in my house, but no grains kept in the rice-pot,
Thus, it seems impossible for me to find a means of living. Some of my
relatives and friends advised me to find some work in the official circ_]e,
Such a wish unconsciously comes to my mind, but there was no way to get
the job. Just then, as disturbance held her sway almost everywhere, the
provincial authorities were usua.l]v very kind to the people as the best means
of securing pepularity. My uncle seeing that I had bhard times employed

‘me to be a magistrate of a small district. At that time. peace did not reign

over the conntry; I was afraid of seeking any business in a distant place,
Ban Tseh is about thirty miles from my home, and the magistrate’s salary,
I could get ,Might afford me to buy some beverage. But no sooner did my
official life begin than I hada mind of returning home, as a life of dependence
and affectation is insupportable to my natural disposition. Thocgh the
threat of hnnger and cold may oppress me very much, yet to do something
against my own conscience ails me more, I think that to work is all meant for
earning bread and butter. Thus I regret that my official life has abused mv
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natare. At first, T wished to get away after remaining in office for one year,
But now my younger sister Mrs. Chen died mm  Wuechang; I could not
help going there. My mind having been made”up, I thereby resigned my
post. It is some eighty days since the beginning of my official life from
wid-autamn to winter, To appease my mind for the present state of affairs I
write the passage on * Home-coming” 11th moon, I-Ze year,

Homeward! My fields and gardens would b teeming with wild weeds,
should I not go homg+ As to seek the emolument has slaved my mind, why
should I feel grief at my own fault? Now I become awake of my past
fault unremedied, but I might turn a new leaf in future. Since I have not
gone far astray, I am able to bring myself to the right path again,

Lightly and gently flcated along my boat homeward. The fair wind
breathed kindly on my clothes. I inquire of the passer-by about the front
route, the time being twilight. When I descried my old house, heartily I ran
forward. . My servants rushed out to welcome me, toys were waeting at the
door. On entering my house I find that the frequented paths have been
overgrown with grasses, and only the old pine trees and chrysanthemums
stilel exist, My young ones were with me in the room where a glass was filled
with wine. I took up the glass to help myself and looked out gaily at the
trees in the yard. Thus I feel very proud of lolling over the window to
waft my imaginations and lodging myself in the small room,

By the daily visit on my gardens my pleasure has been highly increased.
The garden door, though it exists, is rarely opened. With the help of a stick
I make a sauntering walk, and often I lift my head and stretch my eyes far
away, I admire the clouds which appear naturally in the sky, and the weary
birds that fly again to their nests, Though the twilight gradually steals in, I
still enjoy myself by lingering around the lonely pine tree,

Homeward! I would like to sever fhe communication with the great,
and the world seems to have nothing to do with me. What should I aspire
to get? With my family and neighbors I may hold hearty conversations,
To read books and to play on musical instruments will amuse my heart,
The farmers tell me that spring is coming and that they will go to work on
the fields. Some one goes thither by cart: others by boat. They pass through
the deep vales, and cross the shaggy cliffs, The trees there are growing
lively; the brooklets are flowing murmuring?y. I admire that all things in
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nature are prosperous with the favorable time, but I am sorry that my journey

‘of promise geems coming to an end. Alas! How long could 1 live in. the

world? Why should not I maintain fatalism? And for what do I hurry
myself? T desire neither money nor power; I have no hope to go to the
land of prdmise. Therefore, let me take a stroll in a fine day,.plow my
fields and clear of short weeds. Let me go to the hillside and sing my songl

or compose my verse beside the clear streams. In so doing I shall live at

the mercy of Fatc, and can doubtless enjoy my happy life,

The Student’s Duty in The Present Condition of China.
2 B H

After the political revolution of 1911, the ccndition of our country seems

-improved so far as outward appearance is concerned, but in reality it is not

go. The frequent civil wars fought in China Proper have dissolved hundreds
offcouples, destroyed many families and killes a large number of innocent
people, ki i
Why the war lords dare to ignore the public opinion is because the moral
degeneration, the lower intelligence and the physical weakness of the common
mags give them the chance. As the people do not know how to make use
of their political rights, the national flmgress is greatly hindered. We,
students of to-day and masters of to-morrow, should on our own responsibility
or as duty bound remedy these social evils.

Every man knows that virtue is the most important characteristic of
every individual, So. we, students, must first cultivate a high morality,
Students of political histoiy bave observed that egnism prevailed among the
Greek statesmen and consequently Greece was ruined. So, I dare say
success is impossible without a strong moral character, Look at the successful
men in the history of any nation. and we shall see that nearly all of them
were morally strong men, Therefore students should learn to keep every
moral lesson in order that their other capacities may be used to their best
é.dvantage. For the improvement of our morals we must have an idea of
moral perfection, so as to elevate ourselves and influence others. To attain
to such an end, in my opinion, it is absolutely necessary for every individual
to know, first of all, the duty of man, Our ethical lessons conyince us
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that men are created to serve, but not to be served, Social as well as natural
sciences are the means by which men are better prefered to serve socity.
Citizenship in the community means more the giving to, than the receiving
from the community’s life; that is to say our duties must first be well fulfilled
before we can enjoy our privileges. If we want to know how to govern we
should first learn how to obey. In short, self-control and moral courage are
the strongest foundation on which our personality and fellow feeling is laid.

The general intelligence of the Chinese people is said to be far behind
that of the people of weastern civilized nations. In China many are illiterate,
while some are not well-educated. Though the urgent need of education is
rofesgedly acknowledged througout the Republic, yet there are not many well-
formed schools and colleges, and there is a small outlet for the graduates.
Some students, contrary to the idea of mental cultivation, cherish the hope
that the school diploma is the end of their study. These graduates are
finished students. Thus, the intellectual development of China has not been
fully realized, though earnestly whished for. ;

.To remedy the defect above-mentioned students should be impressed
with such famous sayings which run thus: “Knowledge is power” and
% A little learning is a dangerous thing,” and they should be advised to a
preciate the intricate value of the axious just mentioned, To learn for one’s

own sake enables a student to concentrate his mind into the deep fountain

of wisedom and drink the elixia spirt therein. When the mental stock has

been sufficiently stored up, he will then be Ready to render services to his
country. Thercfore, either in school or out of school, all students should be
constantly attentive to and thougntful of their future achievements. If the
mind be kept ever open. Nature will be a willing teacher. '

In the old schools of China, no physical exercise was given, and all
kinds of games were more or less prohibitive, for they were regarded as
detrimental to their bodies, Only indoor amusements were to some extant
recommended and the wholesome walk was prefered to the energetic running.
Having been bred in the habit of reading books with the head drooping,
many scholars became bent and they appeared older than their real age.
Thus only a few persons]might be found physically strong. But in the
present gystem of education in China physical exercise has been emphasized.
The military drill and various kinds of gymnastics are given in all secondary
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schools and colleges, In addition to the health-giving games and exercises,
sanitary affairs are equally encouraged, Therefore, it is an unavoidable duty
that all students should refrain themselves from any unhealthy action and
remember the following proverb: A profound knowledge is aIwayé lodged
in a sound body. :

At present the economic condition of China is helplessly poor, Owing
to the great demands of foreign goods much money has been drained from
our country, while the corrupted officers intend to seize the public funds for
individual aggrandizement. The natural resource, though abundunt, is left
uneaithed, because the intelligent and skillful laborers conld not be: found
to utlize to their best advantage. The official candidates are too many, but
the induatrial or commercial romoters, too few, Most people are consumers,
very few, producers. This is the real economic defect which it is not an easy
work to relieve. Moreover there is the social prejudice against the productive
labour done scientifically. Economics show the different ways of producing
wealth, and we, students of responsibility, have to try to get rid of such
preindices and to call the public attention of their born duties. China, if
free from the financial difficulty, will not be oppressed by the foreign powers.

From what have been discussed above, we may see that the condition
of China is quite abnormal, [t is fortunately however, not irremediable.
Reformation can be affected in due time, if we, students, do not forget our

supreme duty.

Relation Of scientific Education To Natiomal Prosperity
" % &

We doubt very much whether during this struggling period the" Sleeping
Lion of the East” is beyond all hopes of reformation. We wonder why a
small country, say Japan, can get the rank of the first.class power in the
world and how Germany could during the world war hold against the allies
for such a long time. The answer to this question is so wide in its scope
that it is mot within my power to give a perfect reply. Yet from the infor.
mation of newspapers and magazines, we know there are underlying reasons.
Why could Japan and Germany attain their greatness? This twentieth century
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is one of competition for scientific superiority. Since Japan’s prompt adoption
of the western methods and ideas, her material civilization has made a rapid
advance; while the Germans have utilized science to prepare their necegsaries,
such as proteids and nitrates. From the former food is made, the latter,
gunpowder.  But in China. the scientific education has long been neglected,
and her people have paid much attention to the philosophical thought and
literary perfection. From the latter reason the old civilization of China still
preserved has been greatly admired by all nations of the world. Since China
came into contact with the western powers, some patriots find that China could
never compete with other powers for supremacy by means of the old culture.
The mere large standing army could not be relied upon, nor the vast territory
and large population. What is essential to the real greatness of modern time
is the effect of scientific education, which is the key by means of which we
can open the treasure house and enter the family of nations.

Before we come into discussion of the relation of s:ientific education
to national prosperity, let us understand what scientific education is. Scientific
education, some one defines, is an instruction which teaches the natural
features and phenomena with the ends that we can make use of all the
natural reasoures of forces. To change the statement, scientific education is
an energy which wins the victory over the natural forces.

The existence of a nation depends mainly upon two things: first, the
geographical situation, which strongly affects the mineral reasoures, changes
of climate, the quantities of products and the conveniency of communication;
second, sovereignity which protects ils people from being insulted and keeps
its own prestige both internal absolute and external independence. These
two things are so closely related that the absence of either may weaken a
nation.

We find that many years ago how difficult it is to travel from one place
to another and how convenient it is now. Since the discovery of the steam-—
engine, stearnboat and reilways are constructed to facilitate the journey. A
Chinese can only plow at his best twenty Mow anually, but an can American
do such work ten times more than a Chinese. What is the cause? The latter
does his work by the help of modern machines, while the former, the crude
implement. Since the invention of different kinds of efficient machines any
piece of work in industry can ‘be done easily. In short, gcientific development
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makes national plh'ogress.

Convenience in communication makes the spread of education and
transportation of products quicker and easier. When the people gradually
become intelligent, the new ideas of scientific education may be easily implanted
into their upper stories. If agriculture is well developed, the annuallproduct
may be increased, and if industry is improved, the finished goods may become
more. The vast products and enormous finished goods will increase the
national revenue. When a country has a large revenue she will suffer no
economical difficulties. Thus, she will become wealthy.

As China has so extensive an area of land, so rich natural reasources,
g0 immense number of population so fertile soil and so favorable climate,
she should be a strong power in the world. DBut on the contrary, she is go
poor and so weak that there is almost the daily groaning of financial
difficclties and the daily pain of miserable life. She is insulted even by
Japan, whose area in comparison with that of China is very small
haidly equal to a large province in China, and whose natural reascurces are
quite limited. Why is it so? This is due to the fact that the scientific
education of our country is in infancy and we have no manufactory to turn
the raw materials into useful products. Thus we have to sell the raw
materials to other nations at low prices, and to get back the manufactured
goods at high cost. You see that almost every thing of owr daily use is
imported from other countries. Little by little, our money leaks out and
falls {nto foreigners’ hands. So we, as a whole, become poorer and poorer.
I sincerely hope the students of to-day will turn their attention to scientific
education and make China strong and rich.

In short, scientific study is the means of streangth and wealth, by which
we can reach our goal long wished for. The more developed the scientific

education is, the more progressive the nation will be.

A Forecast of Our Counfry
() W :
China is a great country. It embraces China proper, Mongolia, Manchuria,
Ghinese Turkestan and Tibet. Her civilization was marvelous during old
ages. DBut now, she is weak and known as the Sleeping Lion of the Far
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' Fast. Though the republican government has been established for more than
a decade, that nickname still clings to this hoary nation. Notwithstanding
the existence of an unstable government and the continuance of civil wara at
present, China I dare say, can eventually be one of the greatest powers in
future. The present chaos in China is inevitable, as Dr. Woo Ting Fang
said that obstacle, as means progress. If the civil wars, which really weaken
~ her respect in the eyes of foreigners, come to a stop, her future hope is very
bright. So far as her natural resources are concerned, there are many
possibilities to make her great and with regard to the notable characters of
- her citizens, she must be ranked among the blessed nations of the world.
2 The natural resources of China are by far more than those of any
foreign country, China yields most of the agricultural products, and yet there
are rich tracts left uncultivated. As to the minerals, there are different
kinds of mines found in almost every province in China, but they are not
opened yet. The very reason why these rich resources are left unearthed is
the lack of experienced experts in mineralogy. Most of the Chinese farmers.are
satiefied and with their old ways of tilling and plowing, and therefore they could
not compete with the westerners for the quantity of produects.from a certain
extent of area. But some intelligent people of China have recently appreciated
the new methods of farming and have tried their best to put them into
practice. Many mining companies have been established since the last decadey
and some experieneed men engaged to do the work, Moreover, in the Manchu
Dynasty most students sent abroad were pursuing the courses of political
science, but in our day seme students become aware of the inportance of
natural and scientific study, such as railway, mining, mechanical engineering,
medicine, ‘manufacture, agriculture, etc and so we may now find some
Chinese  students versed in these persuits. Many returned students have
been empolyed in recent years in the technical and industrial offices or
companies to take place of the highly paid foreigners. In or with regard
to forestry, China has made a rapid advance. Deforestation in China
was the wanton act of the past but in recent years the benefit of
afforestation has attracted the public attention. The barren mountains and
hills are planted with useful trees, and Day is carefully observed throughout
‘the whole country. The future products of China may occupy a leading
place in the world, and other countries perhapes will depend upon qur
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country for supply. If we turn our attention to the coal mines of China, we
may be amazed at the rich subterranean wealth. It is said that the coal mine
of Shansi alone may supply the whole worlds, use for some centuries.
Therefore, in future, products of the raw materials and the finished articles may
be very enormous, and consequently the commercial enterprise may be un-
rivalled in the world. :

We can boast of our abundant natural resources. All foreigners admire
very much that the Chinese are known as the ﬁainstaking people in the world.
The Chinese work on an averege ten hours every day. I have been informed
that one farmer can take charge of cultivating twenty Mow of fields every
year withotit the help of the modern machine, Moreover, the Chinese are
persevering, inflexible and strong. When they are entrusted with a certain
work, they will do it with their whole mind to realize the end. If there

are efficient ammunitions in China, the soldiers would win the battle with

any other strong power, and if the Chinese are well trained, they can
compete for superiority with any other race of mankind. In a word China
can do anything and everything, as soon as the democratic government becomes

~ stable, and its people are all educated. You can see overseas Chinese

Maintain the characteristic; prestige and though there is no strong government to
protect them, they can get themselves ready for most difficult emergencies.
They are peace-loving law-hirding, and altruistic.

Some of the foreigners think that the “Sick Man of the Far East”
is beyond all hope of regeneration, They say Chinese are too indolent and
corrupt. As to this, their view is quite wrong. The Chinese official class
are quite bad, but they are very small in number, if campared with the
working people. The foreigners are ignorant of our time-honoured tradition,
deep-rooted habite, and the real state of our domestic affairs. The sleeping
lion will awake, and the sick man of strong composition will recover his

health in the days to come,

The Economic Value of Scientific Education in China
% & B

It is well-known to us that the material development of a people is the
divect result of the scientific investigation. In this twentieth century the so-
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called “New Knowledge”, the fruit of scientific study, has attracted the great
attention of the enlightened nations. In other words, the scientific education
of to-day has much to do with national progress. The rapid advancement of
the = Western Nations is largely due to the earnest and unwearied pursuit of
natural sciences, while the source of the weakness of China is of the absence
_of it. So, I dare say, the development and prosperity of a country is directly
proportional to the scientific education; that is to say, the higher the scientific
knowledge the people can reach, the more powerful and ‘wealthy a country
will be. At present, China (the new Repubic of the East) has awoke and
come to be aware of the fact that the scientific Education is of a vital im-
portance to the countrys’ existence. In these few years many scientific
institutions have been established within, and a large number of students
has been sent abroad to pursue the scientific studies. In every respect
such education produces a good deal of benefit to China. But especially
from the economic point of view (as the subject is concerned) its bearing is
more important on the present chinese society
Since the opening of thhe ports and china’s coming into contact with
foreign nations numberless newly-invented articles have been ilported. And
owing to the great desire of the people to purchase the imported artibles the
supplies from foreign countries become greater and greater. From economicd
we have studied the law:— “The greater the demand, the larger the supply.”
When the people are accustomed to use the foreign articles, generally a higher
price will be raised on them—this a snaring method of the westerners in dealing
with chinese. On account of this, a large amount of money is sent out to
foreign countries every year. That is not because of the luxury of the people
to desite foreign articles, but because of the deficiency of scientific knowledge
in China itself, so that they could not manufacture new articles against the
increasing circulation of foreign ones. Therefore, so far as the fabrication of
domestic articles is concerned, scientific education nill enable the people to
satisfy their material desires with their own products, and save the enormous
sum of money from yvielding a large interest to the forigners hands.
So, economically scientifi¢ education is indispensable for China in protecting
her wealth from being deprived of by the insatiable foreign nations
One of the important policies which attract attention of the statesman of
to:day is to find a means to suppbrt the constantly increasing population,
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It must be forne in mind that if the area from which food can be pro-
duced is limited, a growth of population tends to increase the price of food.
Its consequence is very detrimental on the people’s being the prey of
starvation. ' So, Malthus declared in his celebrated essay on population that
there is a constant tendency in animal life to increase beyond the nourishment
prepared for it, and unless there are some new methods to solve this question
the food will in course of time be insufficient to supply the wants. I am
sure that to increase the productive power of land is one of the remedies.
In order to increase the land production, scientific educit’on is a chief
factor. In agriculture, science teaches us the new method of getting more
products than it originally produced, such as the intensive agriculture which
always produces more food supply, the way of using fertilising substances
that increase the power to sustain the lives and the contrivances of getting
rid of the insects that are really disastrous to the product. Moreover, it is
the science which instructs us the vse of tools and machinery for saving
time and money. In agriculture the introduction of elaborate machinery
gives rise a great advance. The application of plonghing-mﬁchino and
reaping-machine supersedes the labow of individuals and performs some
marvellous works that human labour can bardly succeed. But this is not
the case in china. Throughout the Republic all the fields are cultivated
-according to the very old way handed down from the ancestors, and the
produets of them are comparatively smaller in every year. China, At present
is truly in a babyrinthian situation. The attack of famine has echoed and
reechoed to the peoples’ ears, The root of such oceurrences is probably due
to the fact, an increase in population and a decrease in production, In the
case of a large population and a scant food even a very able statesman will
be completely puzzled. So, I hope the scientific education for increasing the
means of production will be regarded as the most important of all studies in
China otherwise, the problem of overpopulation can hardly be solved.

It is obvious that one of chief Sources which produce the nationnal
wealth is the opening of mine, The western nations have reaped such a
harvest already. But how to find the ores and open them draws our attention
on scientific education. The arts of it are derived from the fruit of scientific
porsuit. Through the influence of science we can take out the long hidden
stores of {reasure to furnish our necessities, For instance, we can b;'ing up
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~ the stores of coal from the deep solid—earth to sﬁpply the wants of steam—

engines, and explore the rich veins of deeply-buried rocks, extracting the
gold, the silver, the copper and the tin for our general uses. In China,
owing to the lack of scientific knowledge the burried treasure is left untouched.
though the pecuniary difficulty of China is well-known by the people as well
as by the central government. Now-a-days the pressure of the Western
Powers oppresses China more and more. We can throw the yoke away only
if we can execute the new policies without using any foreign loan. In order
to overcome this pecuniary difficulty the scientific instruction on mining
is the foremost step for us to go on, and the opening of mine is of certainly
the most important means. Only this can render China quickly to be mighty
and wealthy. ' :

Generally speaking, the prosperity ef the country’s industry is the sign of
its wealth, and the improvement or betterment of the industry is proportionate
to the advancement -of scientific study. In western countries until three
hundred years ago all the manufactured articles were crude to the eyes.
They had no beauty at all like those of the chinese. But at present not
only the manufactured articles become the finest’ but wonderful inventions
take place; while in China the crude article is still crude, ugly still ugly,
like that of thousands of year sago. What is the cause of this? Undoubtedly,
this is simply because of the defect of industry. We can possitively call the'
scientific education a ‘wonderful agent in producing wealth. By virture of
science the useless substances can bé transmuted into the most precious and
useful, such as the finest paper is obtained from the cast off rags' and the
dearest cloth is made of worthless wool. By chemical action, the putrid refuse
of sea and of land can be transformed into materials of importance in the’
arts. It is unfcrtunate that such things in China are practically of use.
The demolition of material property in such a case will be of course aseribed
to the lack of scientific knowledge. On these grounds, we are convinced

-of the relation between'scientific education and the financial questions.

A Word to My Class-mafes s
= _ CW B OH

Time flies away liké an arrow. It has been nearly four years, since we
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entered the Nun-tsing Middle School; So, the time of our graduation is
coming near. During these four years we feel how happy we have been.
We are tenderly gathered in a place like brothers. Whenever we have any
leisure, wo have some free talk. If there are some hard questions in our
lessons then we take them into discussion with one another. If any comrade
make some mistakes, we often give him suggestions. But now we shall part
and it seems inpossible for us to have such an opportunity again. So I
think our departure is rather a reluctant event. Accordingly I am obliged
to write a few words as a token of remembrance to all my class-mates.
Whatever the wide world contains it has its own value and we must
take advantage of it to attain a fruitful result. The more intelligence a
man has of all the worlds things, the greater profit he can reap. We know
knowledge is the most potential thing to help men to satisfy their desires.
The famous proverb runs: “Knowledge is power;” and so I dare say that
the more knowledge a man bas; the more power he will possess; in other
words, the greater power he has, the more profit he may get. What is
the tendency of this twentieth century? Surely every one will admit that
this is a period of competition for all things, Whoever wants to enjoy
oneself in this world must have enough means of supporting one’s life by
dint of competition. The most useful, efficient way in the struggle for
existence is the possession of knowledge. We see why the defeated nations
of the European War can still .stand steadily in the world? The very
reason is as follows: she has enough knowledge to get her ways of supporting
herself. Therefore, how can we get our existence in this struggling world,
if we have not enough knowledge. Moreover, at present time there is a
great demand of scientific knowledge in all kinds of professions in our nation.
: Accordingly, all my class-mates should not be contented with our
graduation of the middle school and we must try to continue our study with
all our might, and take upon our shoulders the future prosperity of our
nation. Now I may add that not only should we remember the ‘English
proverb “Time is Money,” but also ought to know that knowledge is
infinite. Pope said: “A little learning is a dangerous thing.” So, if we
wish to climb higher ladders of learning, we must constantly bear in mind
to have a thorough understanding of any branch of knowléd'ge dipped into,
and never waste our useful time. Some of my clags-mates perhaps will stop
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their continuance at universities or colleges on account of economical diffi-
calties or some other reagons. But in my opinion there are no difficulties
in the world. The greater business a man has to do, the more troubles he
has to suffer. Once having overcome the troubles, he will succeed in the great
business undertaken. We should know that the lack of money is only a

hope that sorze of us must not be afraid of such an understanding.
But, if some of us are reluctantly prevented from pursuing a higher

~ study, I hope they must, before offering good services to society, first of all

fix their aims. As the China of to-day, we know, is very weak and society

18 very gloomy, If they have no aims in view, I fear that such gloomy

 atmosphere will pervade them no matter how they are well-educated.

My speech finish here, If all my class-mates are following my advice,
our school may be glorious, and the prosperity of our nation may be soon
- brought ahout.
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