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‘ ETSBA&.”H. Ver. 42. A :

And they tontinued fredfaftly in the Apoftles
Doétrine and Fellow[hip, and in Breaking
of ‘Bread, and in Prayers.:

: F this-Portion of Scripture which T have now
read, it may be truly faid what was fpoken-by
our Saviour concerning ‘another, Luk.iv. 21.
“This Dayis this Scripture fulfilled in your Ears. We have
lived ,God be thanked, to fee the Primitive Times in
fome imeafure reftored amongft us, and all the Offices of
Divine Worlhipto be attended with great Zeal and De-
votion ; fo thatif that Prophecy of St. Yobz, Rev. xxi.
2. And T Fobn faw the Holy City the New Ferufalem coming
down-frovs Godont of Heaven,prepared asa Bride adorned for
ber Husband,be literally to be interpreted with refpeé to
what is to happen upon theEarth ; I am willing to hope,
that the Time draws near wherein it will be accom-
plithed:  And that there is no place wherein it is fo
likely to be accomplithed, as in that Nation and City un-
to whichwe belong,. 4
But againft this, 1know that it will be immediately
objected, - That there never was fiich a Prophane and
Atheiftical Age as thigis. That many Men not only
write Books, but likewife! talk openly againft our moft
holy Religion. Thartheir Livesare a dire& contradi-
¢&ion to all i¢s Precepts. And that the ‘Defcription
which’is given, Bom. 1. of fome of the worft of Sinners,
doth’ exa@ly fvit theni. They being filed with all Un-
vight confnefs, Fornication, Wickedne[s, Covetoufvefs, Mals-
" cioufnefs, full of Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceit, Maligurty,
Whijperers, Backbiters, Hasers of God, Pefpiteful, Proud,
Boasters, Inventers of Evil Things, Difobedient to Parents,
without Under $tanding, Coucnant-breakers, without Natk-
ral Affeétion, implacable, Unmerciful. " idnd not only.com-
witting things worthy of Death thewfelves, but likew:fe tak-
ing pleafure in them that do them. -~ - }
“But this is not at ailto -be wondred at, fince it-has
long fince been foretold, That Offences muft come : ’ll‘lhat
there
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there would be Muckers in the laff Time., who fhoutd walk 1
after their own ungodly Luffs.  And that it cannot be ex-
pected, but that when the Profeffors of the True Reli-
gion appear moft Zealous in the defence of it, the Ene-
mies thereof will make the greateft Oppofition they can
againt it.  Aad theretore, amidft the glorious Thiags
which are preditted concerning the future Age of the
Church ‘in the Revelationsy there is one place, wherea
Woe is denounced againft the Inkabiters of the Earih,
.and of the Sea, for this Reafon ; Becaufe the Devsl was
come down amongft them, having great wrath, becaufe he ,'
knew thatbe bad but a fhort time, Rev. xii. 12.

The Devil, to be fure, will do his utmoft to fecure
that Empire which he has for a long time obtain'd over
MeansConfciences; and therefore, when he obfecrves the
Patrons of Chriftianity, toexert themielves ftrenuonfly
for the Depriving of him of it, he will rage horribly,
and . do all he can.to obftruct their Defigns, and to
make Reprifals upon them.  And therefore, as long
as we are fo happy as to obferve good Men to confede-
rate together, and to'be very Zealousfor the welfare
of Religion, and the caufe of God, don’t let us be dif-
couraged at any Attempts which wicked Men can make
againftit.  God will be too hard for the Devil at the
laft : And ic is no bad Omen of the latter’s Kingdom
beginning'to totter amongft us, and of his Time being
fhort, that the ancient inftances of Chriftian Piety are
revie'd. And that, like the firft Chriftian Converts,
we do continug fiedfafly in the Apofiles Dottrine and Fels

- dowmfbip, and breaking of Bread, andl Prayers.

Give e leave therefore to reprefent to you, your
prefent happyStateand Condition, that fo being through-
ly 4cqoainted with the Bleflings you erjoy, you may
be the more effecually excited to go on in making a
good ufe of them for the promoting of the Glory of
God, and the Salvation both of your own and other
Mens Souls.

' Now, in doing of this, I thali change a little the Or-

der of the Particnlars in the Text; And difcourfe,

Y. Concerning the Appofiles Dottri

1L Congerning Prayer, §83885
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111, Concerning breaking of Bread.

1V. Concerning Fellow(hip. )

And vnder every Head, fhow the great Conformity

- betwixt the Prattice of thefe Times, and the Pratice
of the firft Chriftians. . °

1. The Firft Chriftians continued in the Apofiles
Dottrine 5 and fo do you. L S, gl

The Firft Chriftians received the Apoftles Doctrine
from the Apoftles Months. They had no other way of
being acquainted with what they ravght, but by being
corftant in their Attendance on their-Preaching : - The
Apottles indeed afterwards fet down in Writing what
they taught; and the New Teftament contains the Sum
‘and Subftance of all their Sermons. Now thefe Scrip-
‘tures are not only daily read in your publick Aflemblies,
but you have them at home in your Clofets, and may
converfe with them, there, as oft as you pleafe, in your
own Language. The Church you are Members of,
impofeth no Do@rines upon you hut what are conform-
able to thefe holy Writings; and is fo juft, as to leave
it to your {elves to judge whether they are fo or no.
You may examine them as oft and asmuchas you pleafe
by this Touchftore, and the more thoroughly you ex-
amine them, the more you will be commended for it,
being required to take nothing upon Truft, but to fee
with your own Eyes what are fit to be entertzin’d by
you' as faving Truths.

Your Mininers, in the. Explication of fuch Truths, do
endeavour,with Clearnefs of Expreffion and ftrength of
Argument. to fet before you the Excellency of them
and to fhow what influence they ought to have wpon
you inyour Lives and Converfations. They don’t in-
termix any of their own Inventions, whereby to abufe
and impofe on you. They don’t teach any Do&trines

~a5 do tend either to promote any fecular Intereft, or to
footh you up ia.yourSins, or to encourage your giving
that Service and Worfhip to'the Creature, which is due
enly “to the Créator, God bleffed for- evermore.
They preach Chrilt and him Cracified as much as was
done in the Apofties Times :  For they daily cal]-up—
on you to put your Truft and Confidence in the Merits
of our Savicur’s Sufferings, and in pothing clfe: To




.

Primitive Chriffianity Revived. ; 5

depend not upon your own Power, to perform what
is acceptable in God’s fight, but vpon the Affiftance of
the holy Spirit - And they exhort you to be ready and
prepared to endure the worft Evils as can happen to you
for- his Sake, fhould God think fit to call you to it
They prefs you to grow as indifferent as you can with
refpect to all worldly Advantages, and to iz your Af- -
fections on Things above, and not on Things beneath.  They
vrge you to mortifie all your unraly Lufts and Affecti-
ons, and tolive Joberly, Righécoufly and Godly in this prefent
World, looking for that bleffed Hope, and the glorions appear- -
ance of our Lord and Saviour Fefus Chriff.”

Thefe things you often hear infifted upon from the
Pulpit, and thefe thirgs you daily mect with in print-
ed Booksand Sermons : And therefore may upon ail
thefe Accounts be truly faid"to continue in the A-
poftles Dotlrine. 3 ),

Secondly, The Primitive Chriftians are faid to con-
tinue in Prayer ; and the fame thing may very well be
faid of you. cE A

The very firft thing which the Apoftles and our Sa-
viour’s Difciples.did, after he had left them, and was
afcenderd into Heaven; was the affembling themfelves
together to pray, Afd.i. 12, 13, v4. Then they return-
ed unto Ferafalem from the Mount called Oliver.  And
when they were come -iny they went up into an wpper Rooms,
where were Peter .and the ieft of the Apoftles, who all con-
tinued with one accord in Prayer and Supplicat on with the
Women,and Mary the Mother of fefus,with bisBrethren. And
when a lictle while after they went to make cheice of a
Perfon to fucceed, as an Apoltle, in the Room of fudas,
they made a folemn Prayer unto God to diret themin
the Choice, Ver. 24/ And as their Numbers grew, fill
one ‘chief part of their Exercife, when met together,
was to pray. Thus when they were increafed to Five
Thoufand, as we may read, 4. iv. and their Lead-
ers the A poftles; were feized, and being ftrictly exa-
mined, were afterwards difmiffed, the nexc News we
hear ‘of themris, That being met together to pray for
therDivine Afliftance, to enable them to withftand e;}l :

A3 the
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the Oppofition which was made againft them, and to
work Miracles for theConfirmation of what they taught,
the Place was fhaken where they prayed, and they
were all filled with the Holy Ghoft.

Our Saviour had-long fince promifed, that where.two
ot three were met together in his Name, he would be
in the midft of them. 'And therefore fo greata Num-
‘ber being now prefent to of r up their Petitions in his
Name, he judged this a proper feafon to make good his
Promife after an extraordinary manger, by pouring
forth his Holy Spirit upon them, for their guidance
and comfort in all Exigencies. i (AR

Neither was this Doty of Prayer a Duty which was

- practifed only in that part of the Ckriftian Church,
which was eftablith'd ficft ar Fernfulem ; But it wasthe
principal Thing which waS ordained in all Places where-
ever there were any Chrifiian Affemblies.  And there-
fore the Apoftle St. Pawulgivesit as a particular com-
mand to Timorhy, v Tim. il. 1. That firft of all, Sup=
plications, Prajers, Interceffions, and giving of Thanks, be
made for all Men. And they who are well acquainted
with the AncieatWriters of the Church do in form us,
That from the beginning of Chriftianity, the Chriftians
had not oanly their ftated Times for publick Prayers,
but likewife their Liturgies and fet Forms of Prayer,
which were of greatService to them; fince by thisMeans
theyknew before hand whazW ords they wege tojoinin,
and could some prepared to put up thei- particular Pe-
titions under fach general Expreflions as were therein
made ufe of, | They weére all of them very conftant at
their Private Devetions, bt ftill thought that if with
joiny Hearts and: Voices they offered np their Prayers
at the Throne of Grace, they fltould be better h¢ard,
and theic Requefts wonld be {doner granted yand there-
fore! they came ito the folemn: Affewblies as often as
they.could, that fo they. might not' want the Afiftance
of one: another-to  interceed: with God for.a fupply of
what. was moft neceffary and'convenient for-them. ..~ .

And here I cinnot perfwade my #elf, bt that in this
Refpedt you come neareft to the Primitive Pavtetnof

N ¢ G A apy
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apy Chriftiansin the World. = You have no Prayers in
an unknown Tongue. You are in no danger of having
fuch Expreflions made ufe of in your Prayers, as it is
not fic for you to join with. That Excellent Church
of which you are Members, has provided for you fuch
a Form of found Words, as will fufficiently inftruét yon
what you ought to pray for, and does furnifh. you with
fuch Expreflions, as you need not either be afraid or
athamed to-makeufe of. Your Liturgy is exactly com-
pofed according to the Apottles Rule and Dire&ion.
For it confiits of Prayers, Supplications, Intercefiions,
and Thank{givings. It is plain and eafie to be under-
ftood, and {o contrived, that any Devout Mind may
attend to it without trouble or diftraction. And that
which is to be accounted one of ‘the great Bleflings of
this Renowned City, is, that the Inhabitants thereof
have not only an opportudity of praying unto Géd i
publick every Day ; but likewife of doin3 it almolt any
hour of the Day, as they themfelves do moft like and
approve of. Such having been the Prudence of many
pioufly difpofed Perfons, as to make Provifion for pub-
lick Prayers at different hours of the Day : That fo they
who cannot attend the publick Aflemblies at one hour,
may do it at another; and if -they can’t be prefent at’
Prayers in their own Parifh Churches, yet may drop
into fome other, and their join with the Congregation
in recommending the whole Church, as well as them-
felves and Families, ‘to the Almighty’s Favourand Pro-
te@tion. Andthis is done conftantly by feveral good
Chriftians; and it would be well "it it was done by
. more. At leaft, this was to be wifhed, that every Family
would every Day fend one Perfon or another cut of it
unto the Pablick Affemblies, for the imploring a Blefl>
ing upon the reft, who, as it is to be hoped, are all the
while honeftly imployed in fome, Bufinefs or other,
either at home or abroad.

Thirdly, The firlt Chriftians continued in Bresking
of Bread; and in this likewife, God be thanked, you
arein a great Meafure come up to their Example:

Our Saviour being sbout toleave this World, that
be might the more effectually imprint upon the Mind:

o A4 % a
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-of his Difciples and Followers a lafting Remembrance
“of his Death and Paffion, ‘and of 'the great” Benefits
which thereby would accrue to the World ;did think
fit to eftablifh a particular Ordinance, which fhould
be obferved by them throughout all Generations, un-
til his coming again. .7 '
He knew very well how prone Mackind is to for-
get the greatet Bleflings conferred on them': How
loath to ‘undertake any thing that is difficulr, al-
though for the fuke of him who was their beft Be-
nefactor. And therefore the very Night before his
Paflion, inftead of burthening them with any’ Num-
ber of tronblefom: Ceremonies, he appoints one eafie
Rite, the Obfervince whereofi was to be the Badge
of their Profeffion, and to-diftinguifh them from the
reft .of the World befides. By this it was to be
kaown unto-whom ‘they did belong, and by the help
of this Rite they ‘were to receive fuch ftrength as
might inable them to walk worthy of that Vocation un-
to which they were called. Do this in Remembrance of me,
gave the Sanftion to their being, by the eating of
Bread and drinking of Wine, own'd to be Members
of the Chriftian Church, and confirmed in them the
hopes of their being made partakers of the Divine
Affiftance, for the guiding and fupporting them in
the way which leads untoeverlafting Life. Andof
this the firft Converts to Chriltianity were {o fenfi-
ble, that their attendance on the Lord’s-Supper was
part of their conftdnt as well as vublick Worlhip.
And yon may obferve from rhe Text, that they
continued as much in breaking of Bread, as they did
in the Apoftles'Dofirine and Prayer. They did not
raife any Doubts and Scruples about their Artend-
ance on this Ordinance.  They did not go a-
bout ‘to find out Excafes for abfenting themfelves’
from it. They did not pretend that they were un-
worthy to’ attend on it, and therefore dar’d not to
approach it : For they knew,'that if they were un-
worthy to come tothe Lord’s Table, they were un--
worthy to be ;a}fed Chriftians, * - They knew, that
! 49 MG gl 100 e 1y
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this was one of the only Things whereby they might
beft exprefs their Gratitude to their Lotd for what
he had done for them ; whereby they might moft
effeCtually teftifie their great readinefs to obey any of
his particolar Injunétions ; and whereby: they might
not fail to receive fuch Portions of Grace as would
mightily help them to grow and increafe in all man-
ner. of Spiritwal Life and Holinefs. “And thercfore
it was part of .their daily imployment thus ‘to pro-
claim, with their higheft Praifes, the loving” Kind-
nefs -of the Lord in the great work of their Redem-
Pprion threugh his moft Precious Blocd. :

Thus to publith the Glorious Victory-which he
had obtain’d for them over all their Spiritual Adver-
faries. Thus to tranfmit uato all Pofterity a Re-
prefentation of that Death, which makes all'our Ser-
vices acceptable unto God, and is the principal way
and means whereby Salvation is *procured for us.
This, I fay, was their-daily Praftice ; and God be
praifed that we have lived' to fee this holy Ordinance
to be had in fo bigh refpe&,.at it is ‘at prefent
amongft us. s bt

As it may well make us Melancholy, to refledt up-
on thofe unhappy Times, when all things being in dif-
order and confufion, the Sacrziment was not admini-
ftred in many Places for Twenty Years together : So it
may well, on the other hand, beget within us a fe-
cret pleafure, to obferve how much things are. now
mended with us in this Refpect ; and what Zeal has
of late been exprefled to bring this Sacrament into
repute again, and with what Succefs.

Great has been the variety of Books which have been'
worte upon this Subjedt 5 wherein' the Nature of the
Sacrament has been fully explained : Wherein is has
been fhown, what Qualifications are neceffary ‘for
the receiving of it, and wherein all manner of Doubts
and Scruples, which' were wont to difcourage Men
from attending on it, have been thoroughly difcuffed
and anfwered- And as there have been fome Religia .
cus Perfons who, at their own Charge, have dgftri&
: Vb , " uLe:
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buted feveral of thefe Books amongft thofe of the
.meaner fort: So there have been others, who have
taken care to cftablifh Sermons in feveral Churches
of this City, on purpofe to exhort Perfons of ail
Sorts and Conditions,to frequent the faid Ordinance, &
to fhow them the danger, when they are fo eirneftly
‘invited to partake thereof, of wilfully keeping from it.
‘Which things liave had fo good an eftect amongft
us, that Communicants are muitiplied in moft Places.
And fuch a Spirit of Devotion is raifed, thatinfome
Churches the Sacrament is adminiftred every Sunday
in the Year, and daés never want at fuch Times its
.devout and conftant Attendants. This therefore is
a Third Inftapce of Primitive Chriftianity being re-
vived amomgft you, that you do continne ftedtaftly
in breaking of Bread, as well as in the Apoftles Doélrine
and Prayer. . NGt
" But thereis another inftance fill behind ; where-
in you feem to, make near approaches onto the Pri-
niitive Prattice, And that is; Fellowfhip. :
The Learned Dr. Hammond has from Rom. Xv,
26. and from othér Places of the New Teftament,
as well as from profane ‘ Authors, fhown, thac the
word Kavaviz, which we here render Fellowfbip, fig-
pifies the Communicition of the good things which
every one injoyed towards the Relief of others. And
there is nothing for which the frft Converts nato Chri-
flianity were more remarkable, tiian they were for
this. For inthe 44rh Ver. of this ii. Cb. of the Aéts
of the Apoftles, it isfaid ;s Thar all that belicved were
together, and had all Things comamon 5 And.fold their Pof=
feffiors and Goods, and parted them to all Men, as ever)
Man had necd.  And Ch. iv. ver. 34. Neither was
there any amonsft them that lacked: For as many as
were poffeffed of Lands, or Houfes, fold them, and bronght
the Prices of the Things that were [old 5 And laid them
down at the Apofiles fect, and Diffribution was made
wnto every Man according as he had need. Such was
their Joy, for théir Underftandings being inlighten-
ed wich the knowledge of all faving Truths. = So s
flamed
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flamed were their Hearts with the Love of their blef-
fed Saviour, that they thought they never could give
away enough to teftifie their Gratitude for what He
had done and fuffer’d.for them. They conld notg
think it fic t9at any of thofe for whom Chrift died
fhould live in penvry and waat, whillt they.{wom
in plenty and affluence themfelves. And therefore,
they not only gave away all the ready Money which
they had ; but likewife freely parted with the very
Inheritance which was left them by their ‘Anceftors,
Sold both their Lands aod Houfes, that fo they
might be always furnifhed wherewith to fupply the
Neceflities of Chrift’s indigent Saiats. :
Such was the Malice both of jews and Gertiles a-
gainft the New Converts, that the Poorer of them
muft neceffarily have ftarved, had they not been re-
leived by their richer Brethren. And therefore, ra-
ther than fuffer the Poor Members of Chrift to ftarve,
their Richer Brethren chofe to truft Providence for
the Maintenance of themfelves and Families, by giv-
ing others an equal fhare of their own FPofleffions.
And in this they exaftly obferved their Teachers Di-
rections, who fo cften told them : Thas if God fo loued
them, by fending his Son to die for them, they onght in
like manner to_love®one another. )
. And here [ cannot but rejoice to obferve how well
it may be faid of, thé Chriftians of.this City and Na-
tion, what was fpoken of thofe in.the Primitive
Times, Behold, how they Love one another. For there
never were greater Inftances of true Chriftian Chari-
ty, than are at this time amongft us. We have no
need, God be thanked, -to feli all, and to give to
the Poor. Chriftianity is the eftablifhed Religion
of our Country, which, by good wholefciae Laws,
has made a tolerable Provifion for all fuch as are in
real Want. ' And therefore the great Commendati-
on of our Gharity is, ‘that we are generous and kind
oat of Choice, and not Compulfion. And have found
ont fome -of the moft ufeful ways of being Benefators
to the diftreffed part of Mankind, ascan be imagind
or coiiceived. g Wit-
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Witnefs that Corporation of Clergy- Mens Sons, e-
ftablithed on purpofe for the Reliet of the Widows
and Children of fuch Clergy-Men, whofe either flen-
der Income, or great Charge, or perhaps.in fome
Cafes Milmanagement, would not fuffer them at their
‘Deaths toleave any fuitable, if any provifion at all
for them. Vi NE

Witnefs that other Corporatior lately founded for
the Propagation of the Gofpel in Forcign Parts 5 where
Men of publick Spirits, cheerfully throw in their
Contributions for the helping forward fo good aW ork.

Witnefs ‘thofe Charity-Schools, which daily increafe
thronghout the whole Kingdom ; wherein the Chil-
dren of -the meaner fort are, at the Charge of well-
difpofed Perfons, taught to Read, Write, caft Ac-
compt, fay their Prayers; and- Catechi{m, and from
whence many of them are placed Appreatices to fome
honeft Trade. © ‘

Witnefs thofe Private Societies of Serious Chriftians,
who {pare neither their Pains, nor their Purfes, in
finding out Ways and Means, for the utter Extirpation’
of Ignorance and Error out.of Mens Minds, and for
the Reformation of their Lives and Manners.

And Witnefs that never to' be forgotten inftance
of Princely Bounty, whereby fo many of thofe who
Minifter at the Altar of God, being freed from a
great deal of Careand Diftra@tion in their Family Con-
cerns,will be morear leifure to attend epon holy Things,
. and will be better fornith’d with due helps to make
improvement in aliChriftianKnowledge,to theEverlaft-
ing Welfare both of their own and other Mens Souls.

And thus have | endeavoured to reprefent to you
the happ*y Circumftances you are in, in thofe’ feveral
refpets for which the primitive Chriftians were fo-
eminent in the Apofties Days. And thisisa proper
Meditation for vs at this time, when we are met to-
gether to celebrate our ‘Saviour’s Victory over all
otur Spiritual Enemies, a0d ‘to’ commemorate the fi-
nithing ftroak which was given'to our Redemption,
by his Refurre€tion from the'Dead.- 7

e :Since Clubs of Atheiftical aEd_ Profane Livers, take
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of much ‘pains to vilifie his Glorious Undertaking
for us, and to bring it into Contempt ; It is highly
fit, that on fuch Days asthefe, we fhould publifh to
the World what Friends He has, how miuch their
Numbers.daily increafe, and what noble Defigns they
have in hand, for the baffling all Atheiftical Projects,
and for the promoting their Saviour’s Honour and
Glory as much as_they can.

One of the Artifices whereby the Enemies to Chri-
ftianity endeavour to encreafe their Party; is, by giv-
ing out thatall People are alike Wicked, and ' that
there is not fo much as a Virtuous Man or Woman to
be found any where.” This they think ‘juftifies-their
own Praétice, and will help to infbare unftable Souls
into the Commiflion of the fame Impicties,” of which
they are made to believe the reft of ‘Mankind
are all guilty. But foch weak Artifices wont impofe
upon any of thofe who are heartily concerned in
promoting any of the forementioned Defigns.
Such as thefe are far from thinking themfelves ingaged
in a declining Caufe. Deferters from the Tents of the
ungodiy come frequently into their Cainp; 2nd they
and their Allies grow ftronger and ftrenger every Day.
Many of thofeAlemblies, *wherein all manner of Wick-
ednefs was wont to be'openly tranfadted, -are quite
broken. And Defigns are forming, (ot without gocd
hopes of fuccefs) to undermine and blow up the reft.
Nay, feveral of Satan’s Party, out of mere {hame, are
¢onftrained to pay Contributions towards the De-
ftro&ion of his Kingdom; and ‘how then can it
long ftard? : : 3

W hat therefore remains, but that I earneftly exhort
you all;and efpecially you of this Neighbourhood, that
by the ufe of thofe Bleflings which God has been
pleafed to beftow on you, you afpire after Perfe&;un as
much as you can,and ftrive to grow every Day more znd
more in Grace, and in the Knowledge rand Love of
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. ) :

The Primitive Chriltians bad very indiffcrent Fiaces
to meet in for Publick Worfhip.  An upper Reem in
5 The Boethiat May and Bartholomew Fairs.
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fome Private Family, wasthe beft Conveniency they,at
firft had. = You of this Meighbourhood have 2n_ hand-
fome Buildicg fet apart on purpofe for thatufe. And
1 am willing to believe, that it isa pleafure to you to ob-
ferve how decently it isadorned, and
& dT’“ Cﬁ”’;bl'{.sf; that you never thought any Money
s darely bosurifiy. - etter beflowed, than what was given
e " for that Service. . Be fure then to af-
emble often in it for awendance uvpon the Apefiles
oitrine, for Prayer, for breaking of Bread, and for Fel-
lowfhip. ‘ .
thgu have here the Scriptures conftantly read to you;
and although ‘you:have not the beft Preaching, yet I
hope 1 may, bave leave to fay, that you have not
theworft.  We do as well as we can ;. and one thing
you may be, fure. of, that nothing but the Apoftles
Do@&tine is preached to you. Let not then any ufeful
Infttu@ion which -you bear from wus, be flighted and”
contemnped by you; but Jet it fink down deep into your
Hearts, and become a principls of Life and A&ion
within yom~ i ‘
If any ching that we fay is direély contrary to thofe
Vices which you are mof fond of: If at any time we
recommend thofe Duties which have been along while
neglected by youn: Inftead of vilifving and rejeding
what is faid upon foch Occafions,take care to mind it fo
much the more. And fiever to be eafie within yoor
felves until what you find, by fuch Suggeftions from the
Pulpit, to bave been amifs, be fufficiently corre&ed and
amended for the time to come.. For it is then-only
that you continue in the Apoftles Dotrine to good
¥urpa{'e, when by the Preaching thereof a thorough Re-
formation of Lives and Manners is wrought among(t |
you, and you are’ fo- transformed in your Minds, asto
appr-ve and. practife what is that acceptable and per- |
fect Will of God. S : ‘
- As for publick Prayers,’you have them read thrice «-
very Sundsy. and -} twice every Day ‘in the Week be.
dides. - Audas many do conftantly attend thereon, fo it

T« Eleven in the -Merning, a2 Seven in the Evenirg.
& - 4 - Y w e re
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were to be wifhed, that others did . the like. Nay it
might be a great Advantageto thofc whohave moft Bu--
finefs, if they borrowed now and thena fewMinutes from
it, and fpent them here in folliciting foraBlefling upon
all their Affairs. For fuch Perfons might have Reafon'
to hope for much better Succefs in all theirRighteousln-:
dertakings, thaa perhaps they often fmeet with, .
As for the Secrament of the Lord s-Supper, it 18 (actqrdinﬁrm
the general Ufage of the Town) every Month adminiftred
amongft you. And you have 2s oftena Ser-
mon on purpofe to invite you to it. Don't I sz Evening
then let any Excufes tempt any of you toflay  of the laf Sune
wholly away from, or to come but ftldomto sy
it. WZateverthofe Excufes are, they have been ' * Month,
anfwer'd again'and again. ‘And the moft cf
fetual Arguments as could be thought of, have been ufed to
fhow you the Neceility of artending on this Ordinance. And
therefore it will be more tolerable at the Day of Judgment,
for the Inhabitants of other Places, where no fuch Sermor;;
are preached, to be guilty of an;y neglett with refpe& to ir,
than it can e for you, who are fo'carneftly invited and fo of:
. ten prefled to be made partakers of it. ;
As to the laft Particular, the continuing in RZimbip. Go on,
X befeechyou, to imitate the Primitive Chriftians in this, 2%
in other Things. - : i
You have now always in your view, one \ 4
of the moft commendable “ways of ‘being 74, Advertifi-
Charitable as can be well contrived. And‘ zenr.
you may be miorally affured, that whatfoever
1s given 6 fo good an End and Purpofe, fhall be very carefully
laid out. We have now, by the help of fomeQuarterly. Sub-
fcriptions, and the Colleftionsat the Church Deors, in fome-
what above'a Years Time, put out Thirreen Boys' Apprentices
and have a'Fund at prefent in ftore to difpofe of tfres or fm;
more. And feveral of thefe are fo well placed, that their.
Mafters are as great Benefaftors in receiving them, as you in
contributing rowards their putting out.” For being Perfons
of good Subitance, they could éaﬁly have had a ‘much betcer
allowance with their Apprentices, than what “ferves only to
buy them a few good Cloaths. But your Charity has provoked
theirs, and they hope that they fhall chrive the “better for ta.
king thofe into their Families at a very -eafie Rate, who by the’
help of Charity were firft religioufly educated, and ‘are now
by the help of  Charity bound out. i E
May God infpire it into the Minds of others to do the like.
And thar inftead of greedily hunting after a  grear deal of Mo-
ney with Apprentices, thofe that are of good Abijlities may
now and then pick out of thefe Charity Schools fuch Youths, as-
by reafon ‘of ‘their towardly Behaviour, and the gogd Tnftruc-
. tions which they have had there, are mo§i likely ‘to be faithful”

‘ in Bufinefs, and to ferve thegy beft, Viieoicgias

every. ¢
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“We take care, asoften as we can, to bring thefe Apprentices
toattend this Sacrament Sermon, that fo they may the better
remember unto whom they are beholden for the Profpe&t they
have of living comfortably in the World. . And when we fee
them, it cannot but be a ‘great pleafure to us all to think ;

That thef¢, in Time, may be Mafters, ufeful Citizens, ray,”
Bentfattors to this Charity, and “may fhow themfelves as ,

Zealous in furthering fo ufeful'a Defign, as they have been
who laid the fizft- Foundation of it. e

Let nothing therefore’ difcourage you, my Brethren, but
go on cheerfully in.the promoting of it. If, the Times are
bad, this'is one good way of helping to mend them ;- and for
this your Labour of Love, future Generations will call you
Blefled. Confider likewifz within your felves, that no Day in
the Year can be more fit for V{orks of Charity than this where-
in you commemorate our Saviour’s Refurreftion from the
Dead. - For how can you better obey the Apoftles Exhortati-
on'in feeking, upon the account of fuch his Refurrettion,
the Things that are gbove, than by freely parting with fome of
the Things here beneath, in Gratitude for what your. Blefled
Yavioyr has done for you. . v

As therefore you have, on this Day, already continued in
the Apofiles Datfrine, in Prayer, and .in Breaking of Bread ; Be
fure to conclude it with continuing in Felowfhip too. Let
1o one depart hence without fhewing fome Readinefs to
conform to the primitive Praltice in thisrefpe&t, as well as
the former{ That fo having by this Means, during our abode
i this Woild, imitated thofe Glorious Saints which are gone.
before us in Afts of Piery, Charity, and every other Chriftian
Duty required of us, we may at laft atrain the. fame Blefled
Refurreétion, and live together with them in the fame Man-
fions of Blits and Glory fiom Everlafting to Lverlafting.

ADVERTISEMENT

i "HERE 'being mow, by the kindnefs of well-difpofed Perfons,
‘1.7 feveral Chariry-Schools ﬁlublz]bcd in this famous City of
London, where the Children of the poorer fors arve tasht. te read,
10 pray, and to fay their Carechifin, to Write, and 1o caft Accompt 3
bit there being ne [ufficient Provifien, as yet, made for the purting
of thije (whe are thas taught) to e Appremtices to Jome honcft
Calling 5 - 5 g o
“The Gen:lemin who for many Years. bave, at their. own. Chaige,
snaintained a Monthly Evonng-LeGure in the Chureh of S, Ed-
mund the King 5» Lombard-frect, for the-exkorting of all Per-
Sons 2o freqnent the Holy Cammunion, do propofe to pick our of thef:

“Charity-Schools fuch Youths as arc the  moft hopeful, and 2o sake

the Troublo_of finding out proper Mafters for as many of them as,.by
the Subferiptions which they fhal obtain, and the Colletims which)
20 be maldé at the Church-coor, thy fhall be inabled o place ext.

P e A ¥ oS, B

o R - ale o o o L.

i e i -t R

|
















